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THE 

TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

THE STORY 

OF 

THE PRINCESS FAIR-STAR AND 
PRINCE CHERY. 

THERE was a princess, who, having undergone 
se,,eral great misfortunes, had nothing left of all 
her past grandeur, but two rich suits of clothes; 
the one of velvet, embroidered with pearls, and 
the other of cloth of gold, covered over with dia-­
monds, which she kept as long as she could; but 
the extreme necessity she was reduced to, obligecl. 
her often to sell a pearl or diamond privately, to 
support her equipage. She was a widow, and had 
three daughters, all very handsome : she tho ught, 
if she brought them up in the grandeur and state 
suitable to their rank, they would become afte r­
wards more sensible of their misfortunes. 'I'htre­
upou she determined to sell that li ttle she had left, 
and go and settle in some ('.ountry where they 
might live cheap; but by the way, going over a 
large_ fqrest, she was robbed of almost all she had. 

VOL. U, B . 



TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

This poor princess, af.ter this last misfortune, which 
was greater than all that had befallen her befofe, 
knew she must now either earn her bread or starve; 
and as sbe, all her life-time, had taken great de­
ligh t in cookery, and haviug a small kitchen fur­
nished with golden plate, which she used to divert 
herself in; that which she used to do !Jefore for 
her Fleasure, she 1'/aS DOW forced to undertake for 
her livelihood. She took a pretty little house, near 
a great city, and made the !Jest frica.sees and ra­
gouts imaginable; insomuch that she had a c:onsi­
der:tble trade, and acquired great farnj! of being an 
excellent cook. In the mean time, her three daugh­
ters grew up, and their beauty, without doubt, had 
reached the ears of the court, had not their mother 
kept them up in their cham!Jer. When one Jay 
there tame a little old woman, who eemed to be 
very mlicll tired, and leann.£; ou a stick, her body 
very feeble, and her skin all \Hinkle<! and shrn el­
led : '1 am tome,' said she, ' to make one gc.od 
meal before I leave this world, that J may boast I 
l1ave had one; therefore,' saicl sLe agam to the 
prince s, drawing hH~elt a chair to tl1e lire-bide, 
·• get me sometLing nice, and malt: La te.' As she 
l1ad at that time her hands fully employee!, and 
could not do all herself, ~he called her three 
clau!!hters down, whooe name in relation to rl e 
colo-urs of their hair, whicl, was red, brown, and 
fair) were Ro~etta, Erun tla, and BlonJina; who 
were dressed lil:e country girl , in bodice and pet­
ticoats, all of different olonrs; but the ; ouugest 
was the handsomest and uf:'~t-natured. 'l he prin­
cess thetr mother ordered one to take some pigeons, 
another to kill ~orne pullet;., and the third to make 
some pa te. In short, l\\ o or three our es were 
presently serv d up, and H l>efore the old woman, 
with cle~<n linen , good "·it.e, and every thing in 
nice order, which made her eat and drink with an 
extraordinary a~.pelite . \\'hen ~he had done, she 
got up, and said to the princess, 'llone>t friend, 
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had I any money I would pay you; but I have 
been poor these many years, and wanted so kind 
an entertainment as you have given me: all that I 
can do, is to wish you betler customers than l have 
been.' The princess smiled, and replied, 'Well, 
mother, don't trouble yourself; I am a! ways well 
rewarded if I can but please.' 'And,' said Blon­
dina, 'we are glad it was in our power to serve 
you; if you will sup here too, you shall be wel­
come.' 'Oh !' cried the old woman, ' how happy 
an: they who have such generous souls! But don't 
you think of receiving some recompense! Well,' 
continued she, ' assu re yourselves, that the first 
wish you make without thinking of me, shall be 
completed.' Then she went away, le<tving them 
some reasons to believe her to be a fairy. 

This adventure surprised them: they had never 
seen a f<tiry before, and were frightened; insomuch 
that, for lhre or six months after, they could not 
forbear talking of her; and whenever they wished 
for any thing, she was always preseut in their 
thoughts, so that they came to nothin g, which 
made them Yery angry w ith the fairy. When one 
day, the king going a-hunting, reso lved to call at 
their house, to see if the princess was as notable 
a coo!t as she was represented to him. The three 
sisters were in the garden, gather ing strawberries, 
when he passed by. 'i\h !' sa,id H.osetta, 'was I 
so happy as to marry the admi ral, I boast that I 
could spin thread enough to make sails for his 
whole navy.' 'And 1, ' sa id Brunetta, 'was my for­
tune so good that I should marry the king's bro­
ther, could work lace enough with my n edle to 
hang his palace.' 'Aud T,' s;,.id Blondin~,' would 
the king have me, boast at the end of nine months 
to bring him forth two tine boys and <L girl, with 
star5 in thdr for~;;hcads, and a elwin of gold about 
thei r ne cks; from whose hair, hanging in curious 
ring3, should drop valuable jewels.' One of the 
king' ~ favourites overbearing tl1eir discourse, went 
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aml informed the king thereof, who ordered th~m 
to Gome to him. When they entered the room 
where the king was, which they did with all respect 
and modesty, he asked them whether what he had 
been told of their disconr e about husband was 
true or not: at which the}' blushed, and hung dow a 
their heads; but upon his pressing them farthc1·, 
they owned it was. 'Ct:rtainly,' said he,' I know 
110t what power influences me, but 1 will not stir 
from hence till I have married the fair .Blondina.' 
'Then, sir,' said his brother, 'you will give 1 1e 
leave to marry the lovely Brunetta.' 'And 1 !i-.e 
not without. hopes,' said the admiral, ' but your 
majesty will consent to my bappines in e>pousin~ 
Rosetta, with whom I am charmed.' The king, 
plea~ed that two of the greateot persons in his do­
minions should follow hi; example, approved their 
choice, and asked the mother's con~ent; who an­
swered, it wa too great an honour and happine s 
for her to refuse : aud then tl e king, prince, and 
admiral, kissed her. 

Just wl en the king was going to dinner, a table 
came down the chimney, whereon were seven golden 
dishes of all ma1mer of rarities, which the king ate 
heartily of; the beaufet was ran!;"ed full of gold 
plate, and a line symphony plaj ed all the time, 
which made the king imagine it to be a piece of 
witch<-raft: when the princE:ss, guessing t at it 
was owing to a fairy, as·ured him it was not, and 
J;les ed the hour she entertained tile I ittle old wo­
man. After the repast was over, which wa3 so 
long that nigl t surprised them all at table, at 
which his maje;.ty was somewhat a~hamed, for it 
seemed as if Bacchus ruled at this weddinz more 
than Cupid, tne kin~ pulled a ring off his finger, 
and put it on .Bloudina' ; <lDd the pt:.ince and ad­
miral did the same: after which all tile ldng's re­
tinue saluted, as became th m, both the queen and 
prinl'eSs; but for P.osetta, she had uot so much 
re5p~ct shown her, for though she was tb elder 
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sister, she was the worst married. The king sent 
a gentleman of his bedchamber to inform t!1e queen 
his mother of what had happened, and to send 
coaches to fetch the Queen Hlondina at•d her two 
sisters . \\'hen the queen.mother. who was the most 
cruel of all women. knew that the kin~ and prince 
were married so suddenly, and, IJestde;, to two gi rls 
of obscure birth, she flew into such a passion, as 
frightened the whole court. 1hen askiug thll gen­
tleman the reasons that induced the king to such 
a base marriarre, and being told, the hope of having 
two boys attd a gir l with stars on their foreheads, 
&c. she lau ghed disdainfully at her son's credulity, 
and said all the most inYeterate things her rage 
could invent. When the coaches came, the king 
invited his mother-in-law to go along with them, 
assunng her, that she should be looked uvon with 
all manner of distinctiou: but she, comparing a. 
court to the rolling of the waves in a rough sea, 
told him she had had too much experience of the 
worlcl to forsake a quiet life. 'Why,' said the king, 
'you don't intend to follow your business?' 'No,' 
replied she . 'Theu,' adtled he,' give me leave to 
appoint you an equipage and attendants.' 'I thank 
you, sir,' answered she; ' when I am alone, I have 
none to disturb my repose; and had 1 a large fa· 
mily of domestics, there would not fail bei1•g some 
to incomm ode me.' The king admired the sen e 
and discretion of a woman, who both thou ght and 
spoke like a philo5opher. But while he wa press­
ing his mother-in.law to go along with him, Ro­
setta went and hid all the vessels of gold that were 
in the beaufet, in the bottom of the chariot; all 
which the fairy turned into earthenware when she 
arri\'ed at court, and came to put them into her 
closet. 

The king and queen embraced the prudent prin­
cess with all tenderness, and assured her she might 
commantl whatever lay in their power; and leaving 
U1is rural abode, came to to vn, preceded by trnm· 
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pets, hautboys, aml kettle.drums. The creatures 
of the queen.mother advi~ed her to d1sguise t,er 
resentment, lest she should anger the kmg, and that 
might produce fatal consequences: she approved 
thereof, constrained herself, and showed a great 
friendship for these her two daughters-in-law, mak­
ing them presents of jewels, ?.ud complimtnting 
them. The fair queen and the princess Brunetta 
wete united by a strict friendship; but Rosetta hated 
them mortally for their good fortune. 'What!' said 
she to herself, 'must I, who am the elder, and think 
myself a thousand times hand ·omer than either of 
them; must I be only the wife of an admiral, who 
perhaps loves me not so well as he ought? And 
shall they be, one a fJueen and the otller a princess, 
and be adored by their husbands' Ye god , it is 
intolerable!' And this envy to her si~ter made 
her enter into the queen.Jnother's measures; for 
every body knew that the tenderness 5he shO\\ cd 
her daughters-in-law was all diosimulation, and that 
~he only wanted an opportunity of doing them all 
imaginable mischief. 

The queen anrl princess both prove•l with child, 
antl by ill fortur.e a war happened, which obli-:;cd 
the kin(l to put hi111self at the head of hi troc.ps. 
The young queen at>d the prir tess, IJUding t11at 
they must be left in tbe power of the queen-mo­
ther, desired they rui~ht return home to their ow'l 
mother, which ' oulcl loe some comfort to them for 
the loss of their de<tr ~pouses: but the king could 
not be brought to con5ent to it; he conjured his 
beloved Llondina. to sta. at ner palace, and a sured 
her his mot!1tr should use her well. Accordingly, 
l1e desired her, in t'le most pre:.oina manner, to 
lo,·e and take care of her dau.,;hter-in-law, ttlling 
l1er. that therein she would. obli;:e him most ~en­
~ibly; and t. at he bored for most beautiful child­
ren, and houlcl lou!!, \lith the utmo t expectation, 
to hear the ne·ws. 'J his wicked queen, O\'CJjoyed 
that l.cr :;on ,hcu d. intrust her with his wife, pro. 
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mised him every thing he desired, and assured him 
he might be easy upon that score. The king, 
through his desire of a quick return, hazarrled his 
troops in all rencounters; and bi5 happiness was, 
that by his r ashness he succeeded: but before he 
could finish the campaign, the queen was brought. 
to bed, as was also the princess her sister, on the 
same day, of a lovely boy; but she died in the 
birth. Rosetta's thoughts were wholly employed 
how she might iujure the queen; and when she 
saw such charming children, and that she herself 
had none, her rage increased, and she resolved to 
speak soon to the queen-mother, for there was no 
time to lose. 'l\Iadam,' said she, 'I am so deeply 
touched with the honour your majesty has done 
me, by letting me share some part of your esteem, 
that I willingly would do any thing, though against 
the interest of my own family, to obey you. I am 
not ignorant of the great displeasures you have 
conceived at the base m<trriages of the king and 
prince; and here are four children born to perpe­
tuate the crime. Our mother is but a poor country 
woman, who had scarcely a bit of bread to put ir1 
her mouth, when she betook herself to be a cook. 
Take my advice, madam; let us make a fricassee 
of these brats, and put them out of the world, be­
fore they make you blush.' 'Ah! how much I love 
thee, my dear Rosetta,' said the queen, 'for being 
so equitable, and partaking with me in my just 
grief! l had already detenniued to execute what 
you now propo>e; but then, the manner how per­
plexes me.' '}.ever let that trouble you,' ret,lied 
Rosetta; 'I have a little bitch that has just pup­
pied two little dogs and a bitch, with stars on theh· 
fo1elleads, and rings about their necks: we must 
make the queen believe that she has been delivered 
of these creatures, and make away with her three 
children, and that of the princess deceased.' This 
project was approved by the inhuman queen, who 
ordered Feintisa, one of her maids of honour, to 
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fetch the whelps, and dress them in as fine linen 
aud laces as the queeu's children should be, and 
put them into the cradles: then she, followed by 
Rosetta, went and paid tile queen a visit. 'l am 
come to "ish you joy,' said she, 'of tht heirs you 
haYe brought forth to my son; methiulrs (holding 
u p the whelps) thtir heads will become a crown : 
now I am not amazed at the promise you made my 
sou, of bringing two sons and a daughter, with stars 
on their foreheads, and collars of gold about their 
necks. Here, take them, and nurse them your.elf, 
for no women, that I know of, will ever give their 
breasts to them to suck.' 

The poor queen, surprised at the relation of this 
misfortune, had like to have died away with grief; 
and when she rercerved it was true, ~eeing the 
' vhole litter lie yelpin"' upon her !Jed, cried most 
bitterly: then clasping her hands, said, 'Alas~ ma­
dam, add no reproaches to my aaJiction, which of 
i tself is already too great. I! ad the god permitted 
me to die, rather than be the mother of uch mon­
sters, I hould have thought my_elf too happy. 
Alas ! what will become of me? the king will hate 
n c as much as he loved me before!' Here her 
sighs and :;ot..bings interrupted her, and her $pe:ech 
failed her; 'I hen the queen-mother continuing her 
reflections, had the pleasure. of pa sing away three 
hours by her bed-side, anct then went away . Uer 
si~ter, \I ho pretended to partake of her ((rief, told 
l1er she wa not the ti r t that had had such misfor­
tunes; that she plainly saw it' ·as a tri k of the 
old fairy's, \\110 had promised such wonders; and 
that as it might ue dangerou for htr to e the 
king, she advised her· to o home to her mother, 
·with her three whelps. The queen returned no 
au wer, t..ut by tears, which mi(!ht make the most 
hardened heart relent, to think he mu t be forced 
to suckle nasty "he! ps, and believe her elf the 
mother of them . 'I he old queen ord red Feiuti ·a 
to take the four children and strangle th m, and 



PRINCESS FAIR-STAR, &c. !) 

after that bury them carefully, that she might not 
be discovered: but just as she was going to exe­
cute that fatal commission, and had the cord about 
their necks, she looked some time earnestly upon 
them, and seeing the stars in their foreheads, which 
she thought might portend something extraordi7 

nary, s!Je durst not lay criminal hands upon them., 
but put them in their cradle aboard a little boat, 
and, with some jewels, committed them to the 
mercy of the seas. The boat was soon forced from 
the shore by the wind, which at that time was very 
boisterous, and was got presently out of sight ; the 
wavts swelled as high as mountains, the sun -was 
darkened by th1ck clouds, and the air was rent by 
violent claps of thunder, attended with great light­
nings; insomuch that Feintisa Joubted not in the 
least but that the boat wa~ cast away, and these 
infants peri hed: at which she conceived no small 
joy, she having bad all a long a dread lest some­
thing should happen in their favour. 

The king, whose thoughts were always on his dear 
spouse, and the co ndition he left her in, having con­
cluded a truce for some time, returned with all 
speed home, and arrived about twelv.e hours afte r 
her delivery. The queen mother met him, and with 

a. composed air, full of grief, he ld him a long time 
in her anns, wetting his face "ith !Jer tears, and 
seeming as if her sorrow prevented her speech. 
The king, all trembling, durst not ask her what 
had happened, for he doubted not but it was some 
very great misfortune. Hut at last, she seeming as 
if she used some great effort on herse lf, told him 
that his queen was brought to bed of three whelps, 
which Feintitia immediately presenteJ to him ; and 
Rosetta, fal ling on he1· knees, begged of him not 
to put her sister to death, hut to send her back to 
her mother; which, she said, she should take as a. 
great favour. The king was so struck and con­
founded, that he could hardly breathe; and look­

ing on the whtlps, aud observing, with surpri~e. 1 
.IH 
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the star on their foreheads, and the white ring 
about their necks, he fell into a swoon; and, rol . 
ling a thousand things in his imagination, could 
not resolve on any, till the quetn-mother pressed 
l1im so much, that he pronounced his innocent 
queen's baui&hment; who was that minute put 
i nto a litter with her whelps, and &ent to her mo­
ther's, where she arri\ed almost dead. 

But IIeaYen looked with a more favou1·a1Jle eye 
ou the boat the three princes and lhe princess were 
in; for the fairy, who protected them, rained milk 
into their mouths, and preserved them in this sud. 
den and terrible storm: they floated seven nights 
and days, and were met out at main hea by a cor­
sair, the captain of which, seeing the stars on their 
foreheads, though at a great distance, thought the 
boat was full of jewels, whiC'h he found to be true 
in the end. But what touched him most was the 
beauty of these four charming children, the de5ire 
of preserving which made him turn back again to 
give them to his wife, who never had any, and was 
very desirous of them. She, for her part, ·was 
frightened to see him return so soon, he using to 
stay out a long time, but was overjoyed when he 
put so '·aluai>Je a treasure into her hands. 'lhey 
both wonde1 ed at the star, the chain of gold, 
which could not be takt:n from off their necks, and ' 
their fine hair; but what increased it the more, 
was, when tl.e good woman combed tl.em, there 
fell out diamonds, rubies, emerald , and pearls, of 
several ize~, some whereof were very large and 
beautiful. 'J he hu!>band, seeing this, told hi wife 
he was weary of the eas, and that if those children 
continued to bbtow uch treasure be would go 
no more, but might stay at home, and li,·e as well 
as the greatest captains they had; at which reso­
l ution of her huhband, the wife, who ·e name was 
Cor ina, wa O\'erjoyed, and arew every day fonder 
of the e children. 'ThE' prince s she calleu I air-
, 'tar, the elder brother :Uriglll-Sun, the second son 
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Felix, and the princess's son Chery, who was much 

more beautiful than the others, for all he had nei­

ther a star nor chain, anrl was best beloved by 

Corsina. She, as she could not briug them all up 

herself without the as istance of a nurse, dt >ired 

h er husband, who w~.s a great lover of hnu ting, to 

take some young fawns; which he, as they l ived 

near a large fo;-est, did accordingly . Corsina, 

when she had them, exposed them to windward, 

and the hinds smelling them came presently to 

suckle them; \·,-ben Corsina, in their stead, put the 

children, with whom their milk agreed very well. 

Thus twice every day there came four of them to­

gether to suckle the princes anti the princess. In 

this manner were they brought up in their infancy; 

the corsair and his wife lon;d Lhem so passionate­

ly, tii<lt they were all their care. He was a ma11 

who had been well educated, and his being a cor­

sair was more owing to his ill fortune than any in­

clination: he married Corsina from the service of 

a princess, where her geni us and manners bad been 

happily cultivated; she knew how to live; and 

though it was a kim\ of a desert they then in­

habited , where they subsi:;ted upon what they got 

by robbing on ti1e seas, yet she had not forgot the 

ways and manners of the world . They were glad 

they were no longer obliged to he exposed to all 

the dangers of the seas , but were rich eno ugh w"Lh­

out; for every three days she colllbed out of the 

princess's and her two brothers' hair a great many 

con iderable jewels, which Co<sina sohl at the 

neares t town, and uought them therewith all man­

ner of necessaries. 
After the first years of their in fancy, the cor­

sair applied him ·elf seriously to cu ltivate the na­

tura l parts with which heaven had so largely en­

dowed them. And lte made no doubt, but that 

_some great mysteries were concealed iu their birth, 

.ami his ftnding them as he did; therefo re he re­

solved to make the gods au ackno wledgment for 
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this present, by his extraordinary care of their 
education: insomuch that after having enlarged 
hi> house, he hired masters to instract tl1etn in all 
manner of l~:lrning and qualifications, who were 
surprised at the great geniuses of their pupil . The 
corsair and his wife never divulged this adven­
ture; but the children passed for their own, though 
in all their actions they plainly showed they were 
of more illustrious blood. There was a strict 
unity among them, and a natural politeness; but 
the Prince Chery's St'ntiments for the Princess 
Tair-Star, were more passionate than the other 
two: for when she desired any thing, be "as ever 
most earnest to obtain it, and was ne\·er from her. 
·when she went a hunting, he would go too; but 
if she stayed at home, he never failed of an ex­
cuse: and Bright-Sun and Felix, l1er own brothers, 
always spoke to her with less respect; all which 
passed not unobsen·ed by her. As they grew up, 
their mutual tenderness increased, and they lived 
"'ilh all imaginable pleasure and sati faction. 
'Dear brother,' said Fair-Star to him one day, ' if 
my wishes could male you happy, you shoulti be 
one of the greatest monarchs upon earth.' 'Alas! 
<.ister,' replied he, ' envy me not the ble sing I 
enjoy, in being nigh you; one moment of which 
time I prefer to all the grandeur you ran wi ·h 
me.' If she said the same things to her other two 
brcthers, they only thanked her in a careless man­
ner, and said no more. 

"\\hen s!Je wa alone, she examined into the dif­
ference of love, aud found her heart to be some­
what disposed l1ke theirs; for though Bright- un 
and l'elix were both dear to her, 5he could not 
-wi h to li\·e ll' ith tbem all her life: but for Chery, 
~he was all in tears at the least thou<Tht of his 
father's ending him to sea, or into the army. 
'Twas thus love, di&gui ed under the peciou 
narne of an excellent nature, grafted it ·elf into 
tbeo~: yotwg hearts. .But at fourteen yean of ag~, 
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Fair-star began to reproach herself with not loving 

l1er brothers all alike, but imagined the reason pro­

ceeded from the cares and. caresses of Chery, wllom 

she forbid from enrleavouring to endear himself 

any more; telling him, that he had fouud out the 

way but too agreeably, and had m::tde too great a 

difference between tl1em. He, overjoyed to hear 

her speak in this manner, instead of abating his 

passion, rather permitted it to increase, and every 

day evidenced some nevr piece of gallantry. They 

knew not yet how far their tenderness might pro­

ceed, and indeed not the nature of it; till one day, 

some new books being brought to Fair-Star, the 

first she !aid her hand on, wa a story of two young 

lovers, who~e passion began when they thought 

themselves brother and sister; but being known by 

their parents, were married together after a great 

many difficulties: and as Chery read with great 

justness and a fine accent, she desired him to read 

it to her, while shf. made an end of a piece of lace, 

which she intended to finish . 
lt was with no small concern that he read this 

adventure, especially when he saw so nal<ecl a 

description of his own sentiments; and Fair-Star 

was no Jess surprised, for it seemed as if the author 

had known all that passed in her soul: the more 

Chery read, the more he was affected; and she, 

though she endeavoured all she could, was not able 

to hinder the Lears from gushing ouL from her 

eyes. Chery, on his part, made useless end ea \'OuJ s 

to conceal his trouble; he first turned pale, and 

theu red, and faltered in his speech: and thus 

were they both in great agonies. 'A h! sister,' 

cried he, (looking melancholy at her, and letting 

the book fall out of his hands,) 'how happy was 

IIippolyto, that he was not brother to Julia i' ' We 

shall not have the like satisfaction,' answered she, 

'though we deserve it as much.' 1 he words were 

no sooner out of her moulh. but she knew she had 

~aid too much) and became confused; which w<~s 
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the only thing, if any there was, that could com­
fort lhe prince. From that time they both fell 
into a deep melancholy, witiwul explaining them­
selves any farther, though both penetrated into 
what passed in e?.ch other's soul; and both stroye 
to conceal a secret from the world, which they 
would have beea gl~d to ha,•e been ignorant of 
themselves. But as it is natural for us to !latter 
ourselves, the princess pleased herself, that Chery 
had not the star, nor chain of gold , &c. 

One day the three princes bem~ gone a huuting, 
Fair-Star went up into a little dark closet, which 
she loved to sit and think in, the which was sepa­
!'ated only by a thin partition from Cor~ina's cham­
ber; where she heard her (thinking she wa gone 
a walking) say to the r.or~air, 'lt is now time t 
think of marrying l'air-Star; if we kue v who she 
was, we should endeavour to marry her suitable 
to her rank: or if we could belieYe that these, 
who pass for her brothers, were not so, we mi!!,ltt 
bestow her on one of tbem; for where can we finu 
one more deserving of her~· 'When 1 found them,' 
said the corsair, 'I saw nothing that coald inform 
me of their birth, but knew by the jewels th~t 
were fastened to tl eir cradle ·, that they were uo 
mean persons; and what is more sin..,ular, you 
know they ecmed all of an age, and four are too 
mauy for one birth.' ' I su ·pee ted so,' said Corsina, 
'that Chery is not their brother, for he has neither 
a star nor collar.' 'That's true,' Ttplied the hus­
band, 'but jewels fall out of hi hair as well a~ 
the other ; yet after all the riches we have amassed 
together by them, I could wi h to know whose 
the.v are.' That we mu~t leave to the god ,' 
said orsina, 'who ga,·e them u , and when they 
shall think fit, will let us know.' Fair.Star li tened 
attentively to their disconrse, and could not ex­
pres her joy, that she might hope she was b(>rn of 
illustriou parents, though she had ntver failed 
any ways in re;,pect to Ll ose she thought to be 
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l1ers; and yet was not over well pleased at her 
being a corsair's. But what flatter~d her imagina­
tion most, was to think that Chery was not her 
br9ther; which thought made her impatient to see 
him, to tell him of this extraordinary adventure . 
Hereupon she went and took horse, and followed• 
them by the sound of the horn. Chery, as soon as 
he saw her, came to meet her before the other two. 
'How agreeable a surprise is this, Fair-Star,' said 
he, 'to see you a hunting, who are never to be 
drawn away from your music and other amuse­
ments?' • I have so many things to tell you,' re­
plied she, 'that I came to seek you, to talk in 
private with you.' 'Alas! sister,' said he sighins-, 
'what is it you would have with me to-day, for it 
is a long time since you have taken any notice of 
me?' At that she blu&hed, and cast down her eyes, 
and remained some time thoughtful, without E!ver 
returning any an&wer. At last, when her two bro­
thers came to them, she, like awakened out of 
a lethargy, jumped from off her horse, and went, 
followed by them, to a liltle hillock, surrounded 
with shady trees; where she said to them, 'Sit 
down here, and I will tell you what I have heard.' 
And accordingly she told them word for word the 
cor. air's and his wife's discourse, and how that 
they were not their children . Nothing can be said 
to express the surprise of the three pr;nces; they 
debated among themselves what they had best to 
do: one was for going without saying any lhing, 
another was not for going at all, and the third was 
for going and acquainting them with it. The J1rst 
maintained his wa the surest way, because tile 
advantage they made of them would induce them 
to keep them; the secoud said, it was not proper 
to leave them, unless they had somewhere to go, 
where they might be well received, for that he 
could not bear the thouQhts of being called wan­
derers; the third alleged the ingratitude of le::w­
in~ lhem withoqt their consents; that it was folly 
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to stay any longer with them in a 1lesert part of 
world, where they could never learn who they 
were, and that tl1erefore the only way was lo tel l 
them of their design, and get their consents. This 
opinion at last prevailing, they all took horse again, 
and returneu home to the cor~a ir. 

Chery's he<~rt was flattered wtth all that hope 
can offer most agreeable to comfort au afflicted 
wver; his love made him g ues, at what was to 
come; he no longer looked upon himself a brother 
to Fair-Star, anti his constrained pas; ion taking 
wing a little, permtttetl a thousand ideas that 
charmed him . They addressed themselves to the 
corsair and his wife wtth a visi ble joy, and yet 
uneasiness in their face : '\\' e come not,' said 
Bright-Sun, 'to deny the friendship, gratitude, and 
respect we owe you, though we are informed how 
you found us on the sea, and that ynu are uot our 
fathtr and mother. The piety with whic·h you 
saved us, the noble education you have gi,·eu u , 
and the cart and bounty you have sh own, are such 
indi>pensable ties, that uo,l.ing in this world can 
free u~ from. "\Ve are come now to renew our 
sincet e thank s, aml to be~ of you to relate to u> o 
rare an e"ent, and to ad\'i~e u~, that guided by 
:your wise couu~eb, we may have nothing to re­
proat•J our el,·e::> wi thal.' The cor~air and his 
>rL"e v;ere very mt.ch ~urprised, that a thing, which 
they bad concealed with so much care, shoulu be 
di,coYered. ' You are too wei I infonned,' said 
t l ey, 'anrl we c&n n ... longer httle from you, that 
you are not our Cl1ilJ1 en, and that fortune alnue 
put 'ou into our hand·. We ha\·e no kno\\ led~e 
of your btrth, but by the je\\ el that were found in 
your cradles, gutss your parents to be people of 
yuality, or nry ri ch. What can we ath•re you 
more? If •o u con ult the fnenuship we ha' e for 
JO '• ~ ou wtll, without douut, tay here with u , 
and comfort u~ in our ole! aae uy your presence . 
lr" you don' t llke this house or abode, we will re-
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move where you shall think fit, provided it be not 
to court, which a long ell.perience has made us 
disrelish; and will make you too, if you knew but 
the continual trouble and care, tile dioguises and 
dissimulations, the envy and strife, the false hap­
piness, and all the mischiefs attending there; I 
could tell you more, but that you may think my 
counsels too much interested; whic:h they really 
are, my dear children: we only desire to detain 
you in this peaceable retreat; yet you are your 
own masters, to go when you will. Consider, now 
you are in the haven, and are going to sair in a 
boisterous sea; the trouble exceeds the pleasure: 
the course of man's life is limited, and oftentimes 
is cut. short by one half; the grandeurs of this 
world are like false stones; the most solid happi­
ness is to know how to set bounds to our desires, 
to be wise, and live in a perfect tranquillity.' 

The corsair had not made au end of these his 
remonstrances so soon, but that he was interrupted 
by Prince Felix. '\Ve have too great a desire, dear 
father,' said I.e, ' to make some di coveries of out· 
births, to live buried here in a desert; the ,morals 
you have laid down are excellent, and I wish we 
were able to follow them: but l know not what 
fatality guides us: let us fulftl our destiny; we 
will come and see you again, and giYe you an ac­
count of our adventures.' At these words the 
corsair and his wife burst out in te:otrs; the princes 
very much relented, aucl particularly Fair- tar, 
who was of a sweet disposition, and would 11€\'er 
have thou ght of going away, )lad she but Chery to 
stay with her. After this resolution, their thoughts 
were wholly bent upon their equipage and their 
embarkation; for they hoped, when at sea, to get 
some light of what they wantr::d to know. They 
put four horses aboard; and after having combed 
their heads to give Corsina as many jewels as 
possibly they could, they desired her in exchange 
to give them the chains and diumonds that she 
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found in their cradle: who went immediately and 
fetched them out of her closet, where she kept them 
safe, and t1ed them all upon Fair-Star, whom she 
embraced with all motherly aJI'ection, wetting her 
face with her tears. 

rever was any separation more melancholy; the 
corsair and his wtfe were ready to die with grief: 
but their sorrows proceed~ct not from intere t; 
they had already amassed too much riches to de ire 
any more. In short Bngbt-Sun, Felix, Chery, and 
Fair-Star, went aboard a vessel which the corgair 
had fitted out with all magniticence, and f1ne 
paintings, of the ~tories of Cleopatra and lllark 
Antony, and all the attendants of Y nus. The 
course they steered was to the same cle-;:rees of 
latitude where the corsair foun<l t!lem, and rre­
pared a great sacrifice for the !(ads and fairie~ to 
obtain their protection, aud guide thc.m to the place 
of their birth. They took a turtle do,·e, und wer& 
going to sacrifice it, but that the compa ~ionate 
princess thought it so beautiful, that ~he ~a,·ed its 
life, and let it fly, aying, 'Go thou pretty bird or 
Venus; if I should ever want thy a· istanre, re­
member what [ have done for thee.' .i\ way went 
the bird, and when the sacrifice wa over, there was 
l1eard uch a charming concert of mu<>ic, that all 
nature ·eemed to keep a profound ~ileuce to listen 
to 1t; tl!e seas were calm, and the winds only 
breathed gentle zephyr , which only dhordered the 
priucess's 'eil and hair: and a Sj ren aro e out of 
the water, and ung, whtle the prince:;~ and her 
brother~ ad111ired her. 1\fter ~ome air , she turned 
herself to ·ards them, and s;ud, ' be uot unea y; 
let your \'e,-el drive befc,re tl e wind; and where 
it tops, lnere disembark; and let those who love, 
still lo,·e on.' 

Fair-Star aud Chery He sensible of an extraor­
din. ry joy at the~e words of the s ·rc,u's; never 
disputing but that they related to them; and by 
bi!;llS gave each other to under tand as much, 
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without Bright-Scm and Felix perceiving them in 
the least. The ship sailed at t!Je pleasure of the 
winds and sea; they had nothing extraordinary 
happened in their vo_yage, and the weather was all 
the time very fine, and the sea calm. They were 
full three months out at sea, during which time 
the amorous prince had a great deal of conversa­
tion with his beloved princess, and one day, among 
others, said to her, 'Ilow flattering are my hopes, 
charming Fair-Star! 1 am no 1 nger your brother: 
this heart, which again acknowledges your power, 
and e"er shall, was never formed to be guilty of 
such a crime; for a crime it would be to love you 
as 1 do, if you was my sister: but the charitable 
syreu has confirmed what 1 always suspected.' 
'Ah ! brother,' replied she, 'trust not so much to 
a thing which is yet so dark that we cannot pene­
trate into it. What will become of us, if we 
should irritate the gods against us, by sentiments, 
that may not be pleasing to them? The syren has 
explained herself so little, that 've must be very 
fond of guessing at riddles, to apply what she said 
to ourselves.' 'Ah, cruel maid,' said the aflii<:ted 
prince, 'your refusal proceeds more from aversion 
to me, than respect to the gods.' :Fair-Star made 
no reply, but raising ber eyes up to heaYen, fetched 
a deep sigh, which he explained in hi;, favour. 

1he days were then vt:ry long and hot; to,'!'ards 
the eveni11g the princess and her brotherti went 
upon the deck, to see the sun repose himself in the 
breast of his beloved Thetis ; and taking their 
instruments, began ~ very agree;tl;le concert. In 
the mean time, a fresh gale of wind arising, tl1ey · 
soou douuled a point, which concealed from their 
eyes a b"autiful city, the prosl'ect of wbirh amazed 
and pleased our lovely youths so much, that they 
wished the1r vessel might enter the port, but 
doubted leEt there shou ld not be room, there being 
so many in !Jef01 e them, that the masts looked like 
. a floating fore~t. Their desires were accomplished.; 
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the shores were pre ently crowded to see the mag­
nificenee of the ship, which was no ways inferior 
for beauty to that sent by the Argonauts to fetch 
the golden fleece. J\.Jl that saw the stars on the 
princes, were filled with admiration; and some ran 
to inform the king of it, who as he could not be­
lieve it, and as the large great terrace belonJ:ing to 
his palace looked to the sea, he came pres ntl)' and 
saw the princes Bnght-Sun anJ Chery, taking the 
princes in their arms, and earring her ashore; and 
after that unshipping their horse:;, the ric 10e~s of 
whose ~ccoutrements were answerable to the rest. 
That Bright-Sun was mounted on wa a:; black as 
jet, Felix's wa grey, 'hery's as white as milk, 
and the princess's an Isabella; which four horses 
carried themsel\·es so handsomely, and curvetted 
so fine, that the king very much admired them. 

The prince, heari1 g tht people sa)", ' '!here's the 
kinrr, there's the kine-,' liftmg up tneir eye , beheld 
in him an air of so much majesty, that they no 
longer disputed but it wa> true; and pas ing by 
him, made h1m each a low bow, fixing their eyes 
on him all the time; whtle he looking no les ear­
nestly upon them, wa charmed w1tb the incompa­
rable beauty of the pnnces , and the good mien of 
the three princes. lle sent the first gentleman of 
his bed-chamuer to ofier them his protection and 
whatever they hould want, they being perfect 
strann-ers. They accepted of the honour the king 
did tht-m, with a great deal of respect and acknow­
led«ment, and told him that they only wanted a 
house where they might li,•e private, and that they 
should be glad if it could be two or three miles 
from the city, because they took gr at delight in 
walking. He accordingly did as tltey desired, and 
lodged them and their train commodiously. The 
king, who e thoughts w re full of what be had 
seen, went immediately into the queen-mother's 
apartment, and told her what he had been eeinrr, 
and I ow much he admired the youths and the 
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:young lady. At this news she s~ood as it were 

thunder-struck : but recovering herself, a~d:ed in a 

careless manner, of what age they might be, and be 

answering about fifteen or sixteen; her uneasiness 

increased, and she apprehended with fear that 

Feintisa had betrayed her; while the king walked 

about the room in some passion and concern. often 

saying, 'How happy must that father be who is 

blest with such an offspring! and how miserable 

am I to be a king anrl father to three whelps, and 

have no heirs to my crown!' 
The old queen heard these words with a deadly 

dread; the stars, and the nearness of their age with 

the princes and their sistPr, gave her great suspi­

cions tJ1at Feintisa, instead of making away with 

the king's children, had preserved them: but as 

she was a woman that had a great command over 

herself, she discovered not in the leas t what 

agitated her soul; and would not send that day to 

inform herself of what she de~i1 ed so much to know; 

but the next day sent her secretary under pretext 

of giving some orders for their entertainment, to 

examine and inquire into what was so necessary to 

her repose. The secretary went early the next 

morning, and arrived just as the princess was set 

down to her toilet, and was combing her hair, 

which hung down in fine rings below her waist, 

which was hung round with baskets to catch the 

jewels she combed out; her star shined so bright 

that it dazzled him, and the cham of gold about her 

neck seemed no less extraordinary than the dia­

monds, &c. rolling down from the top of her head. 

~he secretary could hardly believe his eyes ; when 

the princess making c\Joice of a large pearl, such as 

the kings of Spain esteem so much by the name of 

peregrina, or the pilgrim, as it came from a tra­

Yeller, she desired him to accept of it, that thereby 

he might remember her. Il e, confounded by so 

much liberality, took his leave of her, aud went to 

pay his respects to the three princes, with whotn 
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he stayed some time to inform himself of what hi, 
mistres desired so much to know; and after that 
returut:d back to the queen, with an account that 
confirmed what she so much feared. Ile tolcl her 
Chery had no star, but that diamonds, &c. fell out 
of his bair; and that, in his opmion, he was tbe 
handsomest: that they !lad come a great way off; 
and that their father and mother had prefixed a 
time for them to finish their travel s in. 

This article put the queen a little to a stand, 
and she imag-ined sometimes that they were not the 
king's children. Thus she wavered between hope 
and fear; when the king, !Juntiug oue day by their 
house, the gentleman of his bed-chatn!Jer told him 
as they Fas;ed by, that it was there the princess 
and her brothers lived. '1he queen h<~.s advised 
me,' replied the king, 'not to see them, fearing lest 
they ~nay haYe come from some place where the 
plag-ue rage~, aL1d may brin" som infection with 
them.' 'Indeed,' replied the geutlcm<m, 'it is Yery 
danc;erous; but I believe there is more to be feared 
f10m the e;es of this youn~ stranger than any in­
fection of the air.' 'I am of your opi11ion,' said 
the king, and spurring his horse, "t 1t forward; 
when pre< .. tly hearing il. <>ouud of in trument , he 
stopped at the hall windows, wniclt were open; 
and after havit.,. adm1red tile 5weetness of this 
s_ymphon~, went on . 1 he noise tne horses made, 
cnga~e:l the pnnce::. to look out; who, '' btn they 
saw the king, saluted him ve1 re 1-ec full.)', and 
made all ha.te to corne out; and accosting lllm 

·ith a c;ay countt.nauce an<lmuch submi·sion, they 
ell1',racetl his knees, and tbe: prince~ kis:.ed his 
hand. Tbe king cares ed lht•n witll a plea~ing sa­
ti faction, and foulld his heart o touched, th<tt he 
could not guess at the cau e. J J bid them not 
fail of conting to conrt; telling; them, he >hould be 
yery glad to see them there, and that he would 
present them to hi3 mother. They thanked him 
for the houour he die\ them, and assured him, that 
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as soon as their clothes and equipage were got rea­
d y, they would make their appearance there. After 
this, the king left them to pursue his game, and 
sent them one half of what he killed, and carried 
the other with him to the queen his mother; who 
said to him, 'Ilow comes this about; you used to 
kill three times as much as this.' 'Indeed,' replied 
the king, ' I _ have regaled the beautiful strangers 
with some; and I have so strong a fancy for them, 
that were you not so much afraid of some conta­
gion, I would lodge them in the palace.' 

'I he old queen, very much vexed, accused him of 
want of rtspect to her, and rtproached him for ex­
posing himself so rashly ; and when he was gon e, 
sent for Feintisa into her closet, and catching hold 
of her hair witi, one hand , and clapping a poniard 
to her throat with the other, said, '1 know not, 
base wretch, what remains of kindness hinders my 
sacrificing thee to my just resentment; thou hast 
betrayed me, and hast not killed the four childrtn 
I put in thy hands for that purpose: own thy 
crime, and pr,rhaps 1 may forgive thee .' Feintisa, 
J,a]f dead with fear, cast herself at her feet, and 
told her all she had done ; that she thought it im­
possible that they should be alh-e, because thet e 
arose just then s uch a terrible tempest, that in all 
probability they mu st be cast away; adding, that 
if she would but gt\·e her titne, she would find out 
a way to destroy them one after another, wtthout 
the least suspicion. 'J.he queen, whom uothing but 
t he promise of their d-eath could appease, bid her 
lose no time; and indeed Feintisa, who saw her 
life in great dan ger, neglected nothing that lay in 
her power: she watched the time when the princes 
were gone out a hunting, and can yiug a gu itar 
under her arm, went aud sat over against the priu. 
cess's window, and sang these words: 

Happy they the use who know 
{)f blessings the kind gods be~ tow; 
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Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 

And blights the f<drest flow'r : 
Too great's the grief, 
When past relief, 

And charms have lost their pow'r: 
Then to our cost 
' "'e find we've lost, 

And roiss'd the lu cky hour. 

F air ones, beware! your ch:trms impro;-e, 
While in your bloom, and fit for love: 

Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 

And blights the fairest flow'r: 
Too great's the grief, 
When past relief, 

And charms have lo t their pow'r: 
Then to your cost 
You 'II find you •,,e lost, 

And roi~s'd the I ucky hour. 

F air-Star, liking the words, came into her bal­
cony to see who the person was that sang them; 
and Feintisa, appearing in a dress suitable to her 
des ign, made her a very low courtesy. The princess, 
as she was gay, retuming the salute, asked her if 
those words were made upon herself. 'Yes, charm­
ing lady, they were; replied l'einti a; but that 
they may never be applied to you, I am come to 
give you somt good advice, which you ought not 
to neglect.' ' What's that?' said Fair-."" tar. 'Let 
me come into your chamber, and I will tell you,' 
r epl ied the other. 'Come up then,' said the prin­
cess. And immediately thereupon the old woman 
rose up, and came into her chamber with a courtly 
ai r; which, when once attained, is not easi ly laid 
as ide. ' Dear lady,' saiu she, witho ut losing any 
time, for she was afraid of being intenuptcd, 'llea. ' 
ven has formed you charming and ~ovely; ya,u are 
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adorned with a bright star upon your forehead, 
and several wonders are reported of yo u: but you 
want one thing that is essentially necessary; and if you ba\·e it not, I pity you.' 'Ami what is it?' 
replied she . 'The dancing-water,' added the wicker! 
Feintisa: 'if I had bad it in my youth, you should not have seen a grey hair in my head, nor a wrin­
kle in my brow; I should have had now the most charming white teeth: but alas! it was too late 
when I knew this secret; my charms were decayed before. Profit by my rnisforluues, dear child; it 
will be some comfort to me, for I have a tender­ness for you.' '.But where shall I get this danc­
ing-water?' rt>plied Fair-Star. 'In the Burttin ~­Forest,' said Feintisa. 'You have three brother:; , do non.e of them love you well enough to go antl 
fetch it for you?' 'My brothers,' said the princess, <love me tenderly; and I am sure there's one of 
them will refu se me nothing: and I will certainly, if this water does what you say, give you a recom­
pense suitable to your deserts .' The pedidious Feintisa retired in haste, ove1joyed that she had succeeded so well; telliflg F~tir-Star, she would be sure to come and see he1· agBin. 

\~"hen the princes came from hunting, one brou gl. t 
a boar, another a hare, and the third a stag, anti laid them at their sister's feet; which homage she 
looked upon with di dain: her thoughts were so 
much employed on the advice feintis<~. had giYen, that she seemed unea y; and Chery, whose whole 
study was to observe her humour and motions, was not long before he observed it. 'What is the mal­
ter, my dear Star,' saitl he; ' perhaps you like uot the country where we are; if so, we will go away 
immediately: perhaps you are not pleased with our equipage ; it i · not line enough: speak, and 
tell me, that I may have the pleasure of obeying you first.' 'The confidence wltich you give 111e,' 
said she, 'to tell you what passes in my mind, en­
gages me to declare to you, that 1 cannot live 
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without the dancing-water which i in the Burning­

Forest: had I that, I need not fear any thing from 

the power of time.' 'Trouble not yourself, my 

lovely Star,' added he, 'I will go and fetch it you, 

or let you know, by my death, that it is impossible 

t o have it.' ']\ o,' said &he, 'I would rather re­

nounce a ll the advantages of beauty, and be hor­

ridly frigbtful, than hazard a !if~ so dear . I con­

jure you never to think more of this water; and, if 

I have any power over you, I forbid you.' 'I he 

prince seemed to obey; but as soon as he saw her 

engaged and bu y, he mounted hi~ white horse, 

and furni bed his pockets plentifully with money, 

and for jewel , his head supplied him ufficiently: 

l1e took no attendants with him, that he might be 

more at his own liberty ; and that if any dangerous 

ad,·enture pre•ented, he might not be troubled with 

the remonstrances of an over-zealous and timorous 

sen· an t. 
'~hen supper-time came, and the princess saw 

not her brolber Chery, she was so much troubled, 

t hat •he could neither eat nor driuk, but ordered 

the sen·ants to search every-where for him . The 

other two princes, who knew nothing of the danc­

.iJJ g-water, told her she was too uneasy, and that he 

could not be far otr; that she knew he Io,·ed retire­

ment sometimes, to indul!!e his thoughts, and that 

without doubt he was amu<;ir.g hirn.elf in a little 

wood that '"as hard by. 1 hi made her ea y for 

ome time; but then again ~he lo:.t all patience, 

and told her brothers, crying, that she was the 

cau·e of his ab·ence, by e~·pre,sing a ties it e to 

lH•Ye orne of the dancing-watt!r in the l' urning­

forest, and that withou doubt he wa goue thither . 

.'\t thi news they resolved t end after him, and 

~he charged the me,senjers to tell him, that she 

co11jurtd him to come b,tck. ln the mean time, 

l'eintisa, \\'ho wa- not without her pies, to know 

tilC' erect of her ad \"ice, when she lea tnt that Chery 

was gone, ,, a~ o,·erjoyed, not doulJting ·n the le~-t 
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but he would make more haste than those that fol­
lowed him, and that some mischief would befal 
him. Big with these hopes, she ran to the queen­
mother, to give her an account of all that had 
passed ; tell ing her, that she no longer disputed 
but that they were the three princes and their sis­
ter, since they had stars on their foreheads and 
golden chains about their necks, and that she had 
seen the princess dressed in the same diamonds 
she put into her cradle, thou gh they were nothing 
nigh so valuable as some that dropped out of her 
hair: insom uch, that she was assured of their be­
ing returned, notwithstanding the care she thought 
she had taken to· prevent it. ' But, madam,' said 
she, 'as the only means left me to repair this fault 
of mine is to rid you of them, give me but time, 
and I will effectually do it. 'rhere's one of the 
princes gone already to fetch the dancing-water, 
who undoubtedly will perish in the attempt; and 
I shall form $Chemes enough for the rest.' 'We 
shall see,' said the queen, 'whether the success 
answers your expectation, which is the only thing 
that 5hall screen you from my just rage.' Upon 
this Feiutisa retired, not a little alarmed, devising 
wilh herself how to pl-osec ute her undertakings. 

The contri\·ance of the prince Chery's destruction 
was one of the most certain, for the dancing-water 
was not easily to be got; the repo rts of the mi&for­
t unes tha t attended all those wlw had gone for it 
had made the way known almost to every body. 
The prince never spared his white nag, who went 
at an incredible swiftness, so willing was be to re­
turn soon to Fair-Star, to gi,·e her all the satisfac­
tion she could promise herself from his j ourney. 
He was eight da)•s and nights without ta.killg any 
repose but wh(Lt he got unuer a tree iu a wood or 
furest, wl1i le ilis horse was grazing; and lived on 
what fruits be found on the trees. The ninth day, 
lu:: found JJim~elf very much incommoded by the 
exce~sive heat of the air; and not knowing what 
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cause to attribute it to, since he was certain it was 
not the sun, wl.en he gained the top of a hill, he 
-perceived the hurniog-fore,t, where the trees were 
always in flame~, wit:JOut ever consummg; which 
cast such a heat, that all t!.~ cotialry about wa~ a 
dry de ert. In this fore,t the pnnce heard the hiss­
ings of adders and the roarings of lion~, which very 
much amazed him. who could not IJelie,•e that any 
thing but a salamander could live in a kind of fur­
nace. After having con ideretl ou so tlrec~dful a 
thin~, and thou"ht on what was to be done, he 
gave himstlf up for lost ; when going Di!l;her to this 
great fire , and being ready to die with tilir t, find­
ing a fountain, he alighted from his horse, and 
stooping to take np some water in a golden ,-e scl 
he brought with him, to ca1 ry that the princess de­
sired in, he perceived a turtle drowning, and taking 
pity on it, saver\ it ; and after having held it some 
time by the heel , and wiped its wet feathers, put 
it in his uosom, where the poor turtle recovered. 
'Prince Chery,' said it, in a soft tender voice, 
'you nevl:lr could have obligo::d any creature more 
full of acknowledgment than m~·se lf: thi i not 
the ftrst time I have received mo:.t si!!nal f<~.,·ours 
from your fotmily; 1 atn g lad that now I can, in 
return, be sen•Jceable to you. Think not that I 
am ignorant of the cause of this your journey, 
'l'{;hich you have too 1·ashly undertaken, since it is 
almost impossible to tell how many have perished 
here. The dancing-water is the eighth wonder of 
the world: it beautifies ladies, mak s them young 
again, and enriches them: but if ( am not your 
guide, ou can never get to it, the source of the 
water falls with so great an impetuo ity into a 
deep ab •ss: in the road is a ulockade of tree , laitl 
so c lo e, and so entangled u their branches and 
brier · , that T ee no way but to go under ground. 
Rest )Ourself here, and be not un easy, I will go 
and take proper me, ures , uout it.' 

Then the turtle left him, flying backward~ and 
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~ forwards, and taking several flights about, and to­

wards the close of the day came and told the 
prince all was ready; who took the loving bird in 
his hand, kissing it, caressed it, and thanked it; 
and after that, followed it upon his white horse. 
They had uot gone many hundred yards, beforp, the 
prince, seeing a great number of foxes, badgers, 
moles, and other creatures that burrow, and won­
dering how they came to be so assembled together, 
the turtle told him it was by her means, and that 
they came to work for his service. Chery, when 
he came to the mouth of the vault, pulled the bri­
dle oft· his horse's head aud tied it to the saddle, 
and turned him loose, and then followed the turtle, 
who conducted him to the fountain, the falling of 
whose water made such a noise as would have 
deafened him, had not the turtle given him two of 
her white feathers. lie was strangely surprised to 
see the water danee with so much justness to the 
warblings of some birds, who flying in the air, 
formed a band of music. lle filled his vessei of 
gold, and pulled two hearty draughts, which made 
him a thousand times more beautiful than he was 
before, and refreshed him so much, that he was 
able to bear the heat of the forest. Ile returned 
the same way ue came, and finding his horse again 
at the cavern's mouth, mounted him again, and 
taking the dove in his hand, said, ' Loving turtle, 
I know not by what prodigy you have so much 
power )Jere; what you have done for m<; demands 
all my gratitude; and as I iberty is the greatest of 
all blessings, I give you yours, to show some token 
of my good-will.' As he said these words, he let 
her go. She flew away with as sullen an air as if 
he hau kept her against her will: upon which, he 
said to himself, 'Bow fickle art thou! thou hast 
more of a man than a turtle in tl1ee; the one is 
inconstant, the other not.' 'l'o this the turtle, 
mounted high in the air, said, 'Aud do you kno'' 
who I am?' 
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Chery, amazed that the turtle should answer thus 

to his thoughts, suspected her to be something 

very extraord inary , and was sorry he had let her 

fly, saying to himself, that she might be very use­

ful to him, and he might ha'e learnt of her several 

things, that might ha•:e contributeu ,·ery much to 

his repose: but then ag:1.in, he considereJ with 

himself, that he ought never to regret a good ac­

tion, and that he \7as indebted to her, when he 

t hought on the difficulties she had smoothed out for 

him to get the dancing-water. His golden vessel or 

bottle, in wbich he put it, was so close stoppeJ up, 

he coulu not spill one drop, nor the spirit of the 

water evaporate; so that all the way he entertain­

ed himself with the thou<>hts, how agreeably he 

should plea.e his Fair-Star, and the joy she would 

discover, to see the water and him again; when 

presently he spied ~e •e ral men on horseback, gal­

loping at full speec\, '· ho no sooner percei ' 'ed him 
bu t they gaYe a hollow, and pointed to him. 

Though his intrepid .oul w:~s so Yoid of fear as 

not to be alarmed at auy danger, yet was he vexed 

to think he should be stopped; he spurred on his 

horse, and made boldly toward, them: but how 

agreeable was his surplise, to find th~m to be his 

domestics, with a letter from the princess, charg­

ing him not to expose himself to the dangers of 

t he Burning-Forest. He kissed the writing, sighed 

~everal times, and made all possible haste to ease 

her other fears . 
\Yhen he came home, he found her sitting under 

~ome trees, abandoned to her grief; but when she 

saw him at her feet, she knew not what re eption 

to gi,·e him; she could both chide him, for goi!Jg 

contrary to her orders, and thank him for his pre­

sent: at last, her tenderness prtvailing, she em­

braced her dear brother, and received him with a ll 
possible demonstrations of joy. T here tless Fein­

ti ~a knew by her spies that hery was returned, 

and more beautiful than when he went, and tha t 
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the princess, by washing her face with the dancing­
water, was become excessively beautiful, that no­
body could behold her without admiration. She 
was very much amazed and vexed, for she made 
account that the prince would perish in the at­
tempt: but recollecting this was no time to de­
spond, but seeking an opportunity, when the prin­
cess went to the temple of Diana unaccompanied, 
she accosted her with an air of friendship, and 
said, 'I congratubte you, madam, on the happy 
success of my advice; your looks discover too 
plainly that you have used the dancing-water: 
but, if I durst advise you once more, you should 
think of getting the singing-apple, which is as great 
an embellishment to the wit: would yon persuade, 
tt is but smelling; would you appear in public, 
make verses, write prose, make people to laugh or 
cry, it has all these virtues; and besides, sings so 
fine, that it r:wishes all that hear it.' 'I will have 
none of it,' cried the princess; 'my brother had 
like to have lost his life in fetching the dancing­
\vater; your counsel is too dangerous.' ' What! 
tnadam,' replied Feintisa, 'would you not be the 
tnost learned and witty lady in the world? Sure 
you don't think so.' 'Alas! what would have be~ 
come of me, if my brother had been brought back 
dead or dying?' 'Then let him go no more,' said 
the old woman; 'let the other two oblige you in 
their turns; this enterprise is not so dangerous .' 
'No matter for that,' said the princess,' I will not 
expose them to it.' 'How much I pity you,' re­
plied Feintisa, 'to let so advantageous an oppor­
tunity slip you; but consider upon it: farewel, 
madam.' And then left her, very much dissatisfied 
with the success of her harangue. Fair-Star stayed 
at the feet of Diana's statue, irresolute what to do: 
she loved her brothers, but so earnestly desired the 
sin ging-apple, that she sighed and fell arnying. 
Bright-Sun coming into the temple, saw the prin­
cess's face covered with her veil, because she w:..~ 
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ashamed to be seen blear-eyed; but he, guessin:~ 
she was in tears, and going up to her, conju1ed 
her instantly to tell him why she cried: but ~he 
refused, telling him she conld not for shame; and 
the more she den1ed the more earnest he was to 
know. At last she said, that the same old woman 
that advi~ed her to send for the dancin g-water, had 
been telling her of the singing-apyle, which was 
more wonderful, because it created as much wit as 
to make the person possessed of it a perfect pro­
digy, and that she would almost gi,•e her life for 
such an apple; but that she feared there was too 
much danger in goiug for it. 'You need not be 
afraid of me,' replied the brother, 'I assure you, 
for l am not so foncl as that comes to: what, have 
~· ou not , ·it enough already? Come, come, don't 
' 'ex yourself about such a foolish story.' 

}'air-Star followed him from thence home, not a 
little mel ancholy at the manner of his receiving 
the confidence she reposed in him, and the impo -
sibility of her having the singing-apple. When 
supper was set upon the table she could not eat; 
Chery, the loYely Chtry, observed it, and helped 
her to the nicest bits, pressing her to taste thereof: 
but all he could ;ay proved useless; the tears came 
in her eyes, and she rose from the table. 0 hea­
\>eus! how uneasy was Chery, ignorant of what was 
the cause: when .Bright-Sun told him, in a sort of 
raillery, disobliging enough to his sister, wl o was 
so much piqutd thereat, that she retired to her 
chamber, aud would see nobody all that night. 

When Bright-Sun and Felix were in bed, hery 
mounted his white nag again, and, without saying 
~my thiug to any one, set out on his journey for 
the sino-ing.apple, though he knew not one foot of 
the way, leaving a letter behind him, to be given 
to Fair- 'tar the next morniug; who, when she re. 
ceh>ed it, felt all the di qmet and torments con­
ceivable upon such an occH ion. he ran into her 
l>rolher'i c.hamber, to let them partake somewhat 
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ef her grief; who presently sent after him again, 
to oblige him to return, withollt attempting an ad­
venture wherein there was so much hazard. All 
this time the king, who never haJ these four strang­
ers out of his thoughts, as often as he went a-hunt­
ing, called upon them, and reproached them for 
not coming to his court. They excused themselves, 
first, that they had not completed their equipage; 
and then, that their brother was absent: assuring 
him, that upon his return, lhey, after the leave he 
gave them, would pay their most humi.Jle re~pects 
to him. 

The prince Chery, ..-ho was too much urge<l on 
by his passion not to make all possible haste, some 
time «fter day-break found a hamlsome young man 
sitting under a shady tree, reading a book h~ held 
in his hand; to whom he addrc5sed. himself in a 
civil manner, and said, 'Give ma le:ave to inter­
r upt you, to a ·k if you know whct·e 1 may find the 
singing-apple.' The young man looking up and 
smiling, askerl him if he intended to outain it. 
'Yes,' replied the prince, 'if it is possible, I will.' 
'Ah! sir,' added the stranger, 'you know not all 
the dangers; here is a book that speaks of them, 
and the very reading of it is enough to make one 
tremble.' 'No matter for that,' said Chery, 'the 
danger is not capable of dismaying me; tell me 
only where I may find it.' 'This book,' continued 
the man, ' says, in the Deserts of Libya; that we 
may hear it sing eight leagues off; and that the 
dragon, which guards it, has already devoured 
above five hundred thousand people.' ' I shall 
make one more,' said tl1e prince, smiling: and then 
taking his le<we, 5et forwards for the Deserts of 
Libya. After several days' journey, he listened if 
he could hear the apple, all'licting himself with the 
l ength of the way; when perceil'ing in the road a 
turtle almost dead, and seeing no one nigh tl!at 
could have wounded it, he beliel'ed that it might 
belong to Y.:nus, and t!J<J.t having escaped her 

c~ 
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court, the little archer, to try his bow and arrows, 
had let fly at her: and taking pity on it, lighted off 
his horse, took it up, a11d wiping its bloody fea­
thers, Look out of his pocket a little golden box of 
an admirable ointment, and no sooner applied it to 
the wound of the poor turtle, but it opened its 
e,Yes, raised up its head, stretched out its wings, 
l'lnd then looking at the prince, said, 'Gooll mor­
row, Chery; you are destined to ~ave my life, and 
I may perhaps do you no less s ignal serv ices . 
You ar~ come for the singing-apple; the enterprise 
is difficult, and worthy of yon; for it is guarded by 
a terrible scaleu dragon, with three heads and 
t welve feet.' 'Ab! my dear turtle,' said the prince, 
'how overjoyed am I to see you again. and at a 
time when your assistance is so necessary. Don't 
deny it me, my pretty creature, for I should die 
witl1 grief if I should return without the singing­
apple; and since that I got the dancing-water by 
thy means, I hope you will find out some expedient 
whereby J may succeed as well in this undertaking.' 
'Follow me,' answered the turtle, and 1 hope all 
will be well.' 

The prince let her go, and after following her 
all the day, arrived at a great mountain of sand, 
into which Lbe turtle told him be must dig; which 
he accordingly did, sometimes with his hand and 
sometimes with his sword. Afttr some hours' hard 
working, he found a head-piece, breast-plate, and , 
in short, a complete suit of armour for man and 
horse, all of glass . 'A 1m yourself,' saill the turtle, 
' and fear not the dragon; for when he shall sec 
himself in all the e glasse , he will be so frighten­
ed, thinkin g his own resemblance, in so many mir­
rors, to be as many such monsters as himself, that 
he will run away.' hery approving this coutriv­
ance, armed himself, and taking the turtle in his 
hand, they travelled all that nicrht, and at day­
break heard a most ravi~hing melody; and the 
prince asking what it was, the turtle told him, she 
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was persuaded that nothing but the singing-apple 
could be so agreeable, for that it p~rformed all 
parts in music, and seemed as if all manner of in­
struments were played upon; which made them 
still keep advancing towards it. The priuce wished 
to himself it might siug something that might be 
adapted to the situation of his heart; and at that 
very instant heard these words: 

'Tis love can conquer the roost rebel heart; 
:Be amorous still, and from her never part; 
And since you follow beauty's cruelty, 
Love on, pursue, and you will happy be. 

'Ah !' cried he, in answer to these verses, 'how 
charming is this prediction! r may hope then to be 
more happy.' To which the turtle made no reply, 
for she never spoke any thing but what was abso­
lutely necessary. The farther they ad \·anced the 
more charming the music seemed; and whatever 
dread the prince might be in, he was sometimes so 
ravished, that he stopped, almost insensible of any 
thing else: but the sight of the dragon, who ap­
peared suddenly, soon recovered him out of this 
kind of lethargy. ,. lie had smelt the prince a great 
way off, and expected to devour him, as he had 
done by all the rest. He came jumping along, co­
vering the ground as he came with a poisonous 
froth: out of his infernal throat there issued fire 
and little dragons, which he u ed ·instead of darts, 
to throw into the eyes and ears of all the knights­
errant that came to fetch away the singing-apple. 
But when he saw his own terrible figure, multi­
plied a thousand times, in the prince's glass ar­
mour, he stopped; and looking hard upon him, 
bearing so many no less horrid monsters than him­
self about him, was frightened, aud ran away. 
Chery, perceiving the happy success of his armour, 
pursued him to the mouth of a deep cavern, whicl1 
he closed up, to pr~v11nt his returning again. After 
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that, searching about, he discovered, with admir:t­
tion, the beautiful tree, which was a ll amber, ex­
ce pt the apples, which were topazes; but that 
which he sought after with so much pains and 
great danger, was a ruby crowned with a diamond. 
The prince, transported with the joy of havinc: it 
in his power to bestow so great a treasure on his 
beloved I air-Star, made haste to break off the 
bouo-h; and, proud of his good fortune, mounted 
his horse again, but saw 110 more of the turtle, 
who, when there was no farther need of her assist­
ance, was flown away. In short, the prince re­
turned to his princess witlt his prize, who had never 
enjoyed one moment's rel'ose since his absence: 
she conthlually reproached herself for her ambition 
of wit, dreading Chery's death far more than her 
own. 'Ah! unhappy wretch that Tam!' would she 
often rry, fetching deep and heavy sighs, ' why 
was I so vain-glorious? \l'hy could not I be content 
to speak and do thin gs well enough not to be im­
pertinent? Well, I am punished for my pride, if I 
lose him I so dearly loved. Alas! perhaps the 
gods, displeased with the resistless pas ion I have 
fo1· Chery, will deprive me of him by some tragical 
end.' .Ko afflicting tormenting thought escaped 
her imagination, \1 hen, in the ruiddle of the night, 
she heard such ravi shing music, that she could not 
lit in hed, l.Jut got up, and \l·ent to the window to 
bear it more plainly, not knowin"' what to think of 
it: sometimes she belieYed it to be Apollo and the 
1\Iuses, sometimes 'i"enus, the Graces, and Loves; 
and all the time the symphony seemed to come 
nigher. At last, it being moon. light, she discover­
ed the prince; upon which she retired, seeing a. 
gentlem<~n, and not knowing who it mi.,.ht Le; 
when he stopped under her window, and the apple 
sung an air, the beginning of which word were, or 
something like it,' Awake, you leering fai1·.' 

At thi the curious princtss pre ently looked 
out, and knowing her brother again, was ready to 
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jump out of the window to him. She talked !O 

loud, that the whole family was presently alarmed, 

and came and opened the doors, which Chery en­

tered with all imaginable haste, holding in his 

hand a branch of amber, with the wonderful fruit 

upon it; and, as he had smelt of it often, his wit 

was so much increased, that nothing WdS com­

parable to it. Fair-Star ran to meet him with 

great precipitation, crying with joy, and saying, 

'Do you believe I thank you, dear brother! No, 

there's nothing that I t.lo not buy too dear, when I 

expose you to fetch it.' ' And there are no dan­

gers I woult.l not hazard,' answered he, 'to give 

you the least satisfaction, Accept, Fair-Star, of 

this fruit; none deserYes it so much as you.' 

Bright-Sun and his brother came just then and in­

terrupted their conversation, and were gldd to see 

their brother again, who gave them an account of 

his journey, which lasted till morning. 

The wicked Feintisa having left the queen, after 

having acquainted her with her projects, was just 

retired horne and got to bed, but could not sleep, 

through her uneasiness, one wink. When she heard 

the sweet singing of the apple, and not doubting 

but that he had obtained it, she cried and bewailed 

her condition, scratching her face, and tearing off 

her hair. IJer grief was extremely great; for, in­

stead of doing the princes the mischief she pro­

jected, she did them all the service imaginable . As 

soon as it was day, bhe was too well informed of 

the prince's return, and upon that hurried away 

to the queen-mother. ''Veil, Feintisa,' saicl that 

princess, 'do you bring me any good news ? are 

they destroyed?' 'No, madam,' replied she, cast­

ing herself at her feet: 'but let not your majesty 

be impatient; I have a thousand ways yet left.' 

• Ah, wretch,' said the queen, 'thou intendest to 

betray me, and therefore spare them.' Feintisa 

protested to the contrary, and, when she had ap­

peased her, returned home, to think of what was 
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t o be done next. She let some days pass with out 
undertaking any th ing: w!Jen being informed by 
her sco uts that the p rince~s was walking in the 
forest a lone, expecting her brothers, she went thi­
th er ; and , address ing herself to her, said, ' Charm­
ing Star, I have been informed that you have got 
the singing-app le, and was overjoyed to hear ofit; 
fo r 1 have so great an inclination for you, that I 
am in terested in whatever tends to your advantage . 
And,' contin ued ~he, ' I cannot forbear advisi ng 
yo u to one thing more.' 'Ah,' cried the prince s, 
getting from her, ' keep your ad vice to yourself; 
fo r though the benefits I receive be great, yet they 
make not amends for the trouble and uneasiness 
they have caused me.' ' Uneasiness b not so great 
an evil,' answered she with a smile; 'there is a 
sweetness and tenderness sometimes in it.' 'For­
bear,' said Fair-Star, ' I tremble when I think of 
it.' 'Indeed,' said the old womau, 'you are very 
m uch to be pitied, to be the most beautiful and 
wittiest lady in the world.' ' I desire once more,' 
replied the princess, ' to be excu ed ; I know too 
well the condition the ab ence of my brother re­
duced me to.' 'You must, notwithstanding, be 
told,' said Feintisa, ' that you want the little green 
bird, that tells every thing, by which you will be 
informed of your birth, and your good and ill for­
tune; there's no particular thing he does not dis­
cover: and wbeu the world shall say, that Fair­
Star has the dancing-water and the singing-apple, 
and wants the little green bini, they had as good 
say nothing.' 

After having in this manner uttered what sl1e ill­
tended, she retired, leavino- the princess melancholy 
and thoughtful , and sighing, as If there was some­
thing she desired. 'Thi oman i in the right,' 
said she ; 'what am 1 the better for the dancing­
water and singing-apple, if I know not who I am, 
who are my parent5, and by what fatality my bro­
t hers an,t 1 were exposed to the fm·y of the wav~:o I 
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There must be something extraordinary in our 
births, that we should be abandoned in the manner 
we were, and rect'ive so evident a protection from 
Heaven . How great a pleasure would it be to me 
to know my father and mother, to love them if 
they be alive, and to honour tbetr :nemory if dead!' 
Thereupon tears trickled down her cheeks, clear as 
drops of morning dew distilling upon lilies and 
roses . Chery, who was always more impatient to 
see her again than the other two, made the most 
haste, after the sport was over, to return home: 
that day he was on foot, his bow hung uegligently 
by his side, some arrows he held in his hand, and 
his hair was tied with a ribbon behind him ; and 
in this warlike dress he looked charmingly pleas­
ing. When the princess saw him, she retired to a 
dark shady walk, that he might not perceive those 
characters of grief in her face; but not:1ing can 
escape a lovsr's eye; for the prince, looking upon 
her, soon knew that somethillg was the matter. 
Whereupon he was disturbed, and desired her to 
tell him what it was; but she 1·efusing with obsti­
nacy, he turned one of his arrows against his breast, 
and said, 'Since you love me not, Fair-Star, I have 
nothing to do but die.' By this means he, as I 
may say, extorted the secret from her; but on these 
conditions, that he should not with the hazard of 
his life seek to satisfy ht'r desires; all which he 
promised. But as soon as she was retired to her 
chamber, and her brothers to theirs, he went into 
the stable again, and mounting his horse, set out 
without saying a word to any one. When it was 
known the nexl morning, the whole family was iu 
the utmost consternation. The kmg, who could 
not forget, sent to invite them again, and they re­
turned the same excuse again of their brother's 
bting :~.bsent, and that they cou ld have no pleasure 
<md satisfaction without him; but that upon his 
returu lhey would not fa1l to pay their devoirs. 
'I he princess wa3 inconsolable; the water and ap-



~0 TALES OF THE FA IRIES. 

ple could not charm her, nothing was agreeable 
without Ghery. 

The prince wandered up and down, asking all he 
met where he might find the little green bird; but 
no body could tell him, till he met with an old man, 
who, taking him home \\ ith him, Look the pains to 
look over his books a:1d a globe, which he h~d 
made the study of hb life; and tl.en told him it 
was in a frozen climate, on the point of a frightfu l 
rock, showing him all the roads to it. The prince, 
by way of rHurn, pre5ented him with a purs!' of 
jewels he had combed out of his hair, and tak ing 
leave of him pursued his journey. To be short, 
one morninrr, by Slln-rise, he percei,·ed the rock, 
which was very hig:1 and crag"' ·, and on the top 
of it the bird talking like an oraclf:', telling most 
strange things. lie thought be might catch it with 
littl e trouble, since it appeared to !Je very lame, 
hopping from one place to another. lie got off 
from his horse, and climbed UfJ without making any 
noise, promising himself and rair-. 'tar ti1e mo,t 
sensible pleasure ; when, all on a 5udden, the rocl: 
opened, and he fell, as motio, ltss as any statue, 
into a large hall, o that he could neither bemoan 
nor complain of hi, deplorable ad•·eature. There 
he found three hundred knigl:~,, \',ho, ha,·inz made 
the same attempt as himself, were in the same con­
dLtion, beiug only able to look at one another. 

The time of his ab,ence eemed so long to Fair­
Star, that ~he fell t'xtraord inary ill ; ant! the phy­
sicians pronounced her to be de\ oured l>y deep 
melancholy. Her brother,, "· ho love her tender­
ly, would often tell her the CaU>e of her illnes ; 
upon which she confe,sed, th«t sJ,e reprot.cl.erl her­
self night and day for CLery's departure, and that 
she y;as sure she 5hould die i she heard non ws 
of him. Bright-. un, moved by her tears, resoh·ed 
to go and seek his brother; and acconlill':;l_·, know­
ing where the bird wa~, set out, approached it witlt 
the same hopes, was ,wallowed up by the rock, o.nd 
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fell into the great hall, where the first object he 

fixed his e_yes on was Chery, but could not speak 

to him. ln the mean time Fair-Star grew better, 

hoping every minute to see her two brothers re­

turn; but being deceived therein, her grief reUt:w­

ed, and she complained incessantly, accusing her­

self for the disasters that befeol her brothtrs: when 

Prince Felix, having no less compassion on her, 

and concern for his brothers, resolved to go and 

find them, and acquainted her therewith, She at 

first seemed to oppose it ; but he replied that it 

was just that he should expose himself for those 

who were so dear to him, and then set out, after 

taking his leave of the princess, wllom he left a 

prey to the most piercing grief. 
When Feintisa knew that the third prince was 

gone her joy had no end, but away she ran to the 

queen, and promised her, with more assurance than 

ever, to destroy this unfortunate family. Felix 

shared the same fate with Chery and Bright-Sun: 

he found the rock, saw the bird, and fell in the 

hall, where he knew the princes he sought, and saw 

them ranged in niches. They never slept nor ate, 

but remained iu that sad condition, having only 

their thoughts at liberty_ Fair-Star, seeing none 

of her brothers return, was inconsolable, and re­

proached herself for staying so long after them; 

and, without any longer hesitation, ordered their 

servants to ~tay six months, and if neither she nor 

her brothers ·returned in that time, to go and ac­

quaint the corsair and his wife with their deaths. 

Then dressing herself iu men's clothes, as most 

fitting to secure her from all insults on her journey, 

Feintisa had the pleasure to see her go upon her 

Isabella horse; and immediately after ran full of 

joy to the palace, to regale the queeu with the 

news. She only armed herself with a head-piece, 

the visor of which she never lifted up, because ht:r 

beauty was so perfect, she would not otherwise 

have passed for a m11n. She suffered very much 
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by the rigour of the weather; for that country 
where the green bird lived, in no season ever re. 
ceived the happy influence of the sun; but neither 
cold nor any thing else could dismay her. In her 
way she saw a dove, no less white nor cold than 
the snow it lay upon, which, notwithstandin" her 
impatience of arriving at the rock, she could not 
see perish; but, lighting off her horse, took it up, 
warmed it with her breatl1, and put it into her bo­
som, where it never stirred. l'air- tar, thiuking it 
dead, took it out, and looking sorrowfully upon it, 
said, 'What shall I do, lovely dove, to save thy 
l ife?' To which the little creature made answer, 
'One sweet kiss, rair-Star, from your mouth, will 
fmish what ·ou have so charitably begun.' • ot 
only one,' said the princess, 'but a thou~and if 
need be;' and fell a kissing it. pon which the 
olo"l"e, reviving, replied, 'I know yon, notwithstand­
ing your di guise, and must tell you, that you un­
dertake a thing which will be impossible for you 
to effect without my assistance; but do as I ad­
vise you . When you come to the rock, ;ustead of 
attempting to climb it, stay at the bottom, aad sing 
the mo~t melodious song you can think of; the 
green bird will hear you, and observe from whence 
the voice comes; then you must pretend to be 
asleep, and I will stay by you : when he sees me, 
he'll come from the rock to peck me, and then you 
must take your advantage and catch him.' 

The princes , overjoyed at lhi5 hope, arrivetl soon 
at the rock, where she found her brothers' horses 
grazinoo, which si~ht renewed all her grief, and she 
nt down and cried bitterly; but the little greeu 
bird said such fine and comfortdble things to tho e 
that were afflicted, that she dried up her tears, and 
sang so lour! and charming, that the priuces in the 
hall had the pleasure of hearing her, which wa~ 
the first moment they began to hope. The little 
green bird heard her also, and looked to see from 
whencE; the voice came, and perceiving the. priH-
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cess, who had pulled off her casque, that she might 

lie down to sleep with more ease, and also the dove 

hopping by her, he came down to peck her, but had 

not puiled off three feathers before he was taken 

himself. 'Ah !' said he, what would you have 

with me? What have I done to engage you to 

come so far to make me miserable? Give me my 

liberty, I conjure you, and I will do whatever you 

desire in exchange.' ' Restore me my brothers,' 

said Fair-Star, 'whom, by their horses feeding here, 

I know thou detainest somewhere he1·eabouts.' 'I 

have a red feather,' said he, 'under my left wing; 

pull it out, and touch the rock with it.' The prin­

cess made haste to do what he had bid her, but at 

the same time saw such flashes of lightning, and 

heart! such claps of thunder, Logether with the 

roaring of the wind, that she was very much 

frightened; but she, notwithstanding, held the 

green bird fa~ t, that he might not escape her, then 

touc:bt"d the reck again a second and third time; 

at which last it split from the top to the bottom, 

autl sl1e with an air of victory entered the hall, 

where the three were with a great many others, 

She ran to Chery, who knew her not in that dress 

anti in a h~lmet; for then the enchantment was 

not destroyed, insomuch that he could neither 

speak nor stir. The princess, seeing that, asketl 

the bird more qucestions ; to wh-ich he made an­

swer, that she must rub the eyes of all those ~he 

would free from the enchantment with the same 

red feather, which good office she did to several 

kings and princes, as well as her three brothers, 

who, in return for so great a benefit, fell down 

on their knees, ant! called her the deliverer of 

kings . 
. Fair-Star then perceiving that her brothers, de­

ceived by her dress, did not know her, pulled off' 

her helmet, and, holding out her arms, embraced 

them a thousand times, if possible, and afterwards 

asked the other princes civilly who they were. 
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Every one told his own particular adventure, and 
offered to accompany her wherever she went: to 
which she answered, that thou~h the laws of 
kni~hthood might give her some ri~ilt over their 
liberties, she wav"d it, leaving them to pur ue 
their own pleasures; aud then ret1reu with her 
brothers, that they might give each other a par­
ticular account of what had befallen them bince 
their separation. The little green bird often inter­
rupted them, to desire Fair- tar to g1ve him his 
liberty; upon which she looked for the dove to 
ask her opinion, but not finding her, told the bird 
he had cost her too much trouble and uueasine s 
to enjoy so little of her conquest. Thereupon they 
all four mounted their own horses, leaving the 
kings ami princes to ~o on foot, their equipage and 
horses being all lo t and dead during the 1nany 
years of their enchantment. 

The qneen-mother, eased of all the disquiet with 
which the return of the princes and prince s had 
burthened her, renewed ht-r instances to the king 
to marry again; and importuned him so much, 
that he made choice of a princess, one of his rela­
tions. But as he must first di~annul his marriage 
with the Queen Blondina, who h3d Ji,•ed all that 
time at her mother's with the three whelps, the old 
queen bent a coach for her and them. She came 
accordin~ to her commands, and wa dressed in 
black, with a long ,·eil that reached down to her 
feet, in which apparel she appeared as beautiful 
as the morning-star, though she was become lean 
and pale t..y not lee!Jing uor eating but just to 
~ustain nature, and out of complaisance to her 
mother, who was pitied by all. The king relented 
so much, that he durst not C'a>t his eses ou her; 
for he con enter! to this se(·ond matC'h purely out 
of the hOJJeS of heirs. The marriage-day bt:ing ap­
pointed, lht: old queen, urged th reto by Ro etta, 
who always hated her unfortunate si rer, would 
have lhe Queen Blondina appear at the feast, 
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which was to be very magnificent: and the king, 
to show his grandeur to ~tr<~.ngers, sent the tirst 
gentleman of his bfd-cham l·er to the princes and 
their 51 ter, to invite them to it. 

The. !!!:ntleman went ac.corJmgly, and, knowing 
the extt erne de6ire tile k in~ had to see them, find­
ing t hem not at home, left oue of hi~ attendants to 
wait f01 them, and to bring them without any de­
lay. 'll1e night hefore thts banquet Fair-Star and 
the three prm ·es ~I lived, to whom the person that 
was left deltvered hi s message, tel ling them withal 
the history of the king's life: that he bad married 
a young IJeautiful damsel, who had the misfortune 
to be delivered of three whelps; and tiJat upon 
that account he had put l.er a\\·ay, though he loved 
her tenderly; tbat he !.ad lived fifteen years before 
l1e would hearken to any proposals of marriage, 
but being pressed thereto by the queen-mother and 
his ministers of state, he had determined to espou~e 
a young princ~::ss of his court, to whose nuptials 
they wt-re inYited. 

Fair-Star dressed herself in a rose-coloured vel­
vet, bedecked on the robing5 with diamonds, het· 
hair hanging ou her shoulders in fine curls, i.Jut 
tied to:gether with !1. bunch of ribbons, by which 
means the gold-chain on her neck appeared more 
visible; the star on her forehead shined with all 
im aginable lustre ; and, in short, she seemed too 
beautiful for a mortal. I1er brothers c~me not far 
short of her; and Prince Chery had something 
that distinguished him most advantageously. They 
all four went in an ivory and ebony ehariot, drawn 
by twelve white horses , Lheir equipage every way 
suitable. The king, ove1joyed to see them, recei\·ed 
them at the stair-head : the apple sang wonderfully 
fine, the water danced, and the green bird talked 
like an oracle. They all fell on their knees, till 
the king raised them up with hi hand, which they 
kis ·ed wiLh all re pect and affection. After that 
h~ embraced them, and said, 'I am obliged to you, 
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lovely str angers, fo r your company to-day ; your 
presence g ives me a sensible p leas ure.' Then he 
led them into a large hall, where there were se ,·e­
r al tables set out with a ll manner of rarities an d 
dain t ies, and m usic playing all the time. Soon 
after came the queen-mother, with her new daugh­
t er-in-law that was to be, accompanied by Rosetta 
and a great n umber of ladie , and with them the 
poor queen, leu by a brass chain about her neck, to 
which the three dogs were fast .ned, who, to1~elber 
with them, was c·arried to a great bowl of bones 
and offal-meat, that wa~ set out by the old rJuecn's 
command in one part of the hall. 

When Fair-Star and the princes saw this unhappy 
princess, tears came in their ej es, either becau~e 
they were sensibly touched with the "icis~i tudes 
a nd changes of this world, or by instinct of nature . 
But how outrageous were the old queen's thoughts 
at so unexpected a return, so contrary to her de­
signs ! She cast so furious a look at I'einti a, that 
she wished the earth would open and swallow her 
u p, so much did she dread her. The kin~ pre·ented 
t he princess and her brothers to his mother, SaJin;; 
the most oblirring things of them; a1 d he, not­
withstanding her in ward hatred and concern, re­
ceived the:n with a a,·ourable compliment and a 
s:nile; fa.- at that time dissimulation was as much 
in vogue n now. ~-o mirth was wanting during 
t he fea:.t, thouglt the king was not very well pleased 
to see hi; '' ife eat with dogs, as the meane;t of all 
creature3; !Jut having re;olved to 5how all manner 
of cornplai~ance to hi mother, she ordered every 
thing as she thought fit . 

''hen the repa t wa3 over, the kin£:, acldrC's iog 
himself to Fair-Star, 5aid, 'I I ear you ar~ possess­
ed of three ·acompal ,tble thing ; 1 wi ll you joy of 
them, and de;>ire }OU to ttll tne how you got them. ' 
Sir,' repl'ecl she, 'I shall obey you with pleasure. 

1 was told that the dancing-v. '' ~r ''ould make ,n<l 
ha-ndsome, and the s in~in;-ap;•le inspire thos~ wllo 



PRINCESS FAIR-STAP~, &c. 47 

bad it with wit; which were the two reasons made 

me desirous of them. !<'or the little green bird, 

who tells every thing, our ignorance of our fatal 

births made me covet him, since we were children 

abandoned by our parents.' 'To judge of your 

birth by your persons,' replied the king, ' it must 

be illustrious; but tell me sincerely who you are.' 

' Sir,' said she, 'my brothers and I deferred that 

inquiry till our return, and then we received the 

l10nour of an invitation to your wedding, and have 

brought these rairities to divert you.' 'I am very 

glad of it,' said the king, 'therefore let us not de­

fer so agreeable an entertainment.' 'What,' said 

the queen-mother, in a passion, ' can you amuse 

yourself no better than ·with such idle stories, and 

such silly chits am! their rarities? I am sorry your 

credulity should be so much abused, and that they 

should have the honour to sit at my table.' Fair­

Star and her brothers knew not how to behave 

lhemseh·es at this disobliging expression, but were 

confused and vexed to he affronted before so much 

company; but the king telling his mother that this 

proceeding of hers \·ery much dis pleas~;d him, de­

sired them to lake no notice of it, and held out his 

hand as a sign of his friendship. rair-Star called 

for a glass-bason, and poured the dancing-wattr 

into it, which, by its skipp ing and jumping, some­

times forming waves lil<e a rolling sea, and some­

times changing its colour, filled all the company 

with admir,ttion, by its forcing the bason along the 

table to the king, cast out some drops into the face 

of the first gentl ema1~ of the king's bed-chamber; 

who being a man of good mien, but of a disagree­

able face (though a man of merit}, having but one 

eye, the waL r made him very beautiful, and re­

stored bis eye again. The king, whose favourite 

he was, seemed as much pleased with this adven­

ture, as the queen-mother was vexed to hear the ap­
l•iau ses of the whole company. After that, Fair­

~tar produc~d tile ruby apple upon its brancll of 
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amber, which began as melodious a concert as if 
th ere had been a hundred musicians, which ravish­
ed the sen ,e.; of the kin~ and whole court; whose 
admiration iucrea ed when ~he sl1owed the little 
green bird in a go ld en cage, out of which she took 
him gent ly, and set hi m upon the apple, wbicll out 
of respect left off singiug, to give him time to 
speak: his feather were :;o bnght, that, when the 
r:yes were shut, they gl istened, aud were of a ll 
manner of shOJ.des of green. f f e addre ed him~df 
to the king, and asked him what he plea~ed to 
know. '\\'e want to be informed,' TC{Jiled the 
king; ' who this lady and these three gentlemen 
are.' ' 0 king,' answered the bird, with a plain 
and in telligible voice, ' he i:; thy own dau2hter, 
and two of these prince are thy sons, the third, 
whose name is Chery, is thy nephew.' Thereupon, 
wi th an uuparalieled eloquence, he told the whole 
story, without omitting the least circumstan<"e. 

The king- melted into tears, and the afflicted 
queen, leaving her dogs, came softly forward;, r:ry­
in "' for joy; for she no lon.,.er di puted lhe truth 
of the story when she saw all the tokens. The 
three prince; rose up at the end the1 e0f, cast them­
sel es at the king's feet, embraced his knee , and 
kis-ed his hand . JJe, with open arms clapped them 
to his heart; and, at that time, there wa nothing 
heard but si:;:hs and c1 ies of jo •. When, at Ia t, 
the king seeing his queen standing fearful by the 
wall-side in an humble posture, ran to her, and m­
braced h r a thou ·and time : then took her by the 
baud, and maue her sit down by him; but not be­
fore her ch ild ren and she had embraced as often. 
N e\•er was sight more tender and moving; they 
were all in tears, lifting up their han Is and e cs 
to h a\·en to returu thank . The king made the 
prince~s he wa to LJH<rry a compliment, auu, with­
al, a pre,ent of jewel~. But for the que u-moth.,r, 
Jtosetta, and Feiul! a, they could expect nothing 
but the utmost resentment. The thunder of l1i 
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anger began to grumble, when the generous queen, 
her childreu, and Chery, conjured him not to put 
himself iuto a passion, but to pass a more exem­
plary than severe sentence. The queen-mother he 
made a close prisoner for life in a strong eastle ;· 
and Rosetta and Feintisa were cast into a deep 
nasty dungeon, there to remain all their days with 
the three dogs. 

After the3e three wicked persons were carried 
away, the music began to play, and all joy and 
mirth went forward; but none came up to that of 
Chery's and Fair-Star's, who were as happy as they 
wished to bP.; for the king, sensible of his nephew's 
merit, completed the happiness of that day by mar­
rying him to his daughter. The prince, transport­
ed with joy, cast himse lf at his feet; and Fair-Star 
discovered no less satisfaction . But, not to forget 
the old princess, who had in a kind of so litude 
spent so many years, but to let her partake of the 
joy, lhe same fairy that had been so entertained by 
her, at the same moment, went and told her all that 
happened at court, and asked her to go with her 
thither. The grateful princess went with her in 
her chariot of blue and gold, preceded by all man­
ner of warlike instruments, aud followed by five 
hundred body-guards richly clothed; and, by the 
way, the fairy told her the history of her grand­
children; how she had never forsaken them, but 
had protected them under the shape of a siren and 
a dove, r.nd all upon the account of the charitable 
reception she gave her. The good princess was 
every moment kissing her hand, to show her ac­
knowled gment, and could not think of expressions 
to declare her joy. When they arrived at court 
the king received them with a thousand testimo­
nies of friendship. The Queen Blondina and her 
children were glad to see the princess, and earnest 
to express their gratitude and obligations to that 
illustrious lady, who the old princess told them 
was the kind doye that guided them; and who, to 
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complete the king's satisfaction, told him that his 
mother-in-law, whom he always look for a poor 
country 'ivoman, was a sovereign princess; which 
was the only thing perhaps wanting to that mo­
narch's happiness . And, to conclude, the corsair 
and his wife were sent for, that they mi ght rece ive 
a noble recompeuse for the extraordinary educa­
tiOn they bestowed on them. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE GENTLEMAN­
CITIZEN. 

THE story of the Princess Fair-Star filled Dandi­
nardi ere with so much admiration, that, with his good will, he would have spent the whole evening in commending it; and in the excess of his rap­
tures, taking Virginia hy the hand, pulled her so rudely to him, that, not being prepared, she fell 
upon the viscount, aud he upon the grounc.l. Dan­dinardiere seemed amazed at this disorder; he ac­cused his stars a thousand times, in the most 
lofty expressions, for persecuting him in this man­ner, telling the company that he never thought of succeeding so ill in a piece of ga llantry, into which 
his admiration had engaged him. 'It is a very odd way of pleasing,' said the young heroine, 'to pull one so rudely by the arm, to lame me for some days.' 'Neither have I, Monsieur Dandi­
nardiere,' said the viscount, ' been much better 
used; and what vexes me most is, that, in my fall, 
my peruke fell off; and as I give myself, as much as I am able, all the airs cif a young man, I am very much a.t a nonplus to justify my grey hairs 
before these ladies.' ' I see by Monsieur Dan­dinardiere,' said the prior, 'that you increase his 
pain by talking as you do; you must !J ave some consideration for a gentleman that is wounded: I swear, had l1e broke my neck, I would not have 
said a word.' · I am obligec.l to you,' said Dandi­nardiere; ' but, alas! the ladies have other privi­
lt ~es: cruelty is their appennage and support, and the fair Virginia knows too well how to maintain 
her rights.' 'Reproach me not for complaining,' 
.said she; ' any other but myself would have crieci 
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out louder.' 'But, to speal· sincerely, I have the 

sentiments of an Alexander, and meet with the ri­

gour of an Alexaudretta,' rep! ied Dandiuardiere, 

with an abundance of joy, thinking he had made 

use of a most delicate and uncommon expression, 

aud wondered that no body applauded it, looking 

upon t!Je company with such an air of merit, that 

the gentlemen could scarce refrain from laugh ing. 

Then Marthonida, who was alway~ most liberal of 

her praises, forbore some time, but at last cried out 

upon the fineness of the expression of Alexan­

drettn, and on the beauties it included, which 

were hid from and unknown to the vulgar. Then 

Virginia taking upon her the discourse, told him 

he had a superior wit, and was capable of polish­

ing the whole world, of banishing all obscurities, 

and to give the last perfection to lan«uage; which 

were followed by a thousand such like extrava­

gances; for these ladies had an inexhaustible store 

of them. 
Dandinardiere, charmed and confounded at the 

same time, clapped his armed hand~ to«cther, and 

was for an~wering all at once; insomuch, that he 

knew not what he aid, but had like to have choak­

ed himse lf; and he crowed li ke a young child or 

urunken man, getting out sometimes, ' Your very 

humble servant, you are too favourable to my 

small merit; your very hun•1>1e servant.' It being 

very late, Madame St. Thoma:> thinking it fit to give 

the sick man some time to repose him. tlf, took her 

leave of him, and bade him good night, and was 

followed by the re-t of the company; leaving 

Al ain in a corner of the room, with a mortified 

countenance, which showed his sorrow for his lord 

aud rna;ter's fall, whom, out of respect, he durst 

not approach, till he, c;diing kindly, aid, 'leach 

me my night-cap, instead of this turban, which, 

thou gh it becomes me ''ery well, is very trouble­

some: I cannot tell wh, t the Turks do to their~,· 

for mine is always falling oft',' '0! sir,' answered 
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Alain, with his ordinary simplicity, 'don't wonder 
at that, for the devil's their friend, and can make 
them stay on faster than if they were held on by 
ribbons: now the ladies, who are not so great 
Turks as the Grand Turk, are forced to wear great 
bunches of ribbons.' ' A turban you mean, you 
fool,' cried Dandinardiere; ' I cannot bear to hear 
you speak so improper.' '0! if I am improper,' 
said Alain, who did not understand him rightly, 
' you know it is not my own fault; for it rained 
when I boxed in the yard, and, since th«t, you 
have tumbled and tossed me about your chamber; 
and you know white walls never do one's clothes 
any good . I protest, sir, my heart always aches 
when I see you in a passion in a dirty pl«ce, which 
proceeds f1·om m.v fear of getting spots upon my 
clothes.' ' I know very well,' said his m'<Ister, 
' that you have a great consideration for what 
goods are mine; and, I assure you, I shall take 
care to make you pull off your livery when I beat 
you again.' •That's a very bad promise,' replied 
Alain; ' for, since you have been here, your blows 
are worse than the brushing them. It is not long 
since I was your faithful domestic, and well be­
loved, as my good old grandmother used to say 
when she put cabbage into the pot; aud I think I 
may use this comparison, that you are the pot, and 
I the cabbage, which you cultivate and water, to 
eat me, that is to say, to beat me : you love me no 
otherwise. Ha, ha, ha! I am a fool to---­
but I will say no more.' Here he left off; and 
happy was it for him, since he saved thereby some 
strokes that his master, who began to be chafed by 
his arguing in this manner, was going to bestow 
upon him. 

By this time supper came up, and Dandinar­
diere, by tormenting himself all day, ate enough 
to make a famine; and, after that, fell into so 
sound a sleep, that he never waked till Mr. Ro­
b~rt, the surgeon, knocked at his chamber-door the 
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next morning with his fist and feet.' 'Ah ! Morl­
sieur Dandinardiere,' cried he, as loud as he could 
bawl, 'they say that you design to go away with­
out paying me for the care I haYe taken of your 
head; but I shall watch your door, you shall not 
give me the slip. It is the true way to be rich, in­
deed, to promise and never to pay; fai r word5 
butter no parsnips: I am not to be so bubbled; 
you shall pay me, or I am very much mistaken.' 
Dandinardiere, surprised and enraged at the inso­
lence of 1\Ir. Rouert, listened to him, while he pro­
nounced his proverbs like another Sancho Pan ca. ; 
and afterwards, awaking his valet, who was in a 
sound sleep, and bidding him softly come to him, 
said, 'Thou hearest the impertinence of this ras­
cally surgeon; he would be paid for the care he 
takes to kill me. Could he think me so void of 
honour and honesty not to satisfy him? IIe de­
serves to be well thre hed; but I am not in the 
humour to giYe myself so much trouble about such 
a sorry fellow. Besides, it is thy business; I 
would have thee make a quick and sudden sally 
upon him, throw him down, and give him twenty 
or thirty blows; I'll back you: and this is what 
he shall get for his impudence.' 'You'll back me! ' 
answered Alain: ' pray, sir, what is it you will do 
to back me?' 'I will go softly behind thee,' re­
plied Danc.linardiere, 'and bolt the door after thee; 
for, if thou should chance to be the weakest, he 
will come in to me; and I scorn, as I told you be­
fore, to Jay my hands on him.' 'Ah! sir,' answer­
ed Alain, ' I scorn him as much, and 1 desire you 
not to make me fight with a man so much beneath 
me.' 'IJow long,' asked the cit, 'have you been 
such a braggadocio?' 'I don't know what that 
means,' said the valet; 'but, to tell you truly, 1 
find my sides sore since yesterday's work. Would 
you have the heart to send me a"ainst a fre h man, 
whom I despise so much? Belie"e me, sir, you 
.l!ad better take the pains yourself to beat him, 
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since it cannot be done by any one more proper.' 
• I should have learnt him already how to make 
such a noise when he asks money of such a gentle­
man as me,' said Danuinardiere, ' was he not so 
much below me.' 'Alas! sir,' replied Alain, 'you 
beat me almost every day, and I swear he is of a 
better family ; my father was a farrier, and he is a 
surgeon, which I am sure is the most honourable 
profession, and may make him worthy your strokes.' 
' If you hand down a thousand genealogies,' cried 
Dandinardiere, 'you shall not provoke me more; 
but I know thee to be a poltroon, and lovest to 
sleep in a whole skin.' 

While he was loading, iu a low voice, the prudent 
Alain with these injurious speeches, Mr. Robert 
hpt knocking at the door, which made the en­
raged Dandinardiere, who could not bear the 
thoughts of exposing himself to any more dangers, 
think of an odd way of revenging himself. As 
there was a hole at the bottom of the door, through 
which the cat used to pass, Dandinardiere got out 
of bed, and finding neither shoes nor slippers, and 
fearing to catch cold, drew on his boots, and taking 
up the tongs, went softly to the door and caught 
Mr. Robert by the legs, who, thinking himself bit 
by a serpent, durst not look at his feet, but mada 
such a terrible outcry, that, together with Dandi­
nardiere's laughing, who failed not to ply well the 
tongs, the whole family was alarmed. The vis­
count and prior, whose chambers lay next to his, 
and by whose management this scene came to be 
acted, rose presently, and came to appease this 
quarrel. Mr. Robert was a Norman, and as fond. 
to be sure, of a law-suit as of a broken leg or arm. 
' Gentlemen,' said he, 'bear witness, I am lamed 
for ever.' He could say no more; for just then 
Dandinardiere pinched so hard, that he turned 
pale and speechless. The viscount and prior could 
not forbear laughing at this new mannPr of fight­
ing; but as it was then time to pacify the enragecl 
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spirits of both sides, they desired Dandiuardiere 
to make a truce, let go the tongs, and open the 
door. For .Mr. Robert, as soon as he felt himsel f 
at liberty, he ran away, protesting ~trrainst so bad 
a payma~ter, and 1 esolving to sue him all his life. 

The cit, who never had the pleasure of making 
his enemy quit the field before, grew so proud 
upon it, that, without reflecting on the irrenularity 
of his dress, which was only a shirt and boots, he 
itrutted about the room with the tongs on l1is 
shoulder, like another Hercules with his club. 
' You are in a very great passion,' said the prior ; 
' are you uot afraid it sho ulcl make you worse'' 
' I fear nothing,' replied he, ' not death itself in 
its most terrible shapes.' ' This past action of 
yours,' said the viscount, with a serious face, 
'shows your intrepidity; but, for all that, I think 
you ought to pay t lis poor fpJlow, who has nothing 
to live on but his busine s.' 'Ile is a rogue,' cried 
Dandin'llrdiere, 'who ought to pay me for the mi~­
chief he has done. I should have been well with­
out him; the villain would ha,·e cut my skin like 
a piece of paper.' 'A little generosity,' said the 
prior, 'will make things easy; he is ignorant, as 
well as a great many others, but that is not his 
fault perhaps: but I would advi e you, as a friend, 
not to be o obstinate as to refu ·e J,im some pi~ 
toles.' '.LTOw you are upon your banter, l\lonsieur 
Je Prior,' said Daudinardiere; 'I came not directly 
from Paris to be made a fool of in the country: 
this is not the first difference I have had in my 
life, and I ha\•e a! ways come off with flying co­
}ours.' 'Indeed I believe it,' said Alain, braving 
it al o; 'my master's a dreadful man; and I, as 
his crvant, partake somewhat of his nature.' 'Ilo­
nest friend Alain,' sa id the viscount, 'don't be so 
imprudent; for what will be the consequl'nce -of a 
process wherein your name shall be put down!' 
' Why,' said he, ' I saw nothing; it was all done 
through the hole of the door; nay, 1 did not so 
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mncl1 as reach my master the tongs. Well, let him 
bring his process, and see if I cannot defend it; I 
have an uncle a lawyer, and may get law as cheap 
as he.' ' Courage, my boy,' said the viscount, 
I aughing; • here's tht Alexander and Bartholus of 
our time united against Mr. Robert : for my part, 
I am a lover of peace; I'll go and dress myself, to 
fetch the olive-branch.' 'And I,' said the cit,' will 
get to bed again, for this knave has disturbed me 
too soon.' And then they all parted . 

Never was joy greater than Dandinardiere's, to 
think of the exploit he had performed : he talked 
a long time to his man about it, telling him, that 
when he ever undertook to chastise any one, he 
did it to some purpose . Upon which, Alain, who. 
had never before seen him do any thing more than 
himself, began to look upon him with more respect. 
'I must own, sir,' said he, 'you have made amends 
for the dread you have always had of Villeville, 
aud I doubt not but you will now fq;ht him.' 'Oh! 
that's an old quarrel,' said Dandiuardiere, 'that 
you do well to remind me of; I am persuaded that 
spark has thought better of it, than to be so void 
of sense as to measure swords with me.' 'But at 
a \·enture, sir,' said Alain,' would you if he would?' 
'I know not,' said Dandinardiere, shaking his head 
two or three times; 'it is not that I want courage, 
for 1 have enough of that: but when I Lhink of the 
adventure that befel me Ly the sea-side, and of that 
demon so like a man, as never were two drops of 
water more like one another, and who brought m~ 
that villanous challenge, which has made me fret 
ever since; I must sincerely confess, Alain, that I 
had rather you should fight him than myself.' 
'But I am not such a fool,' replied Alain : 'what! 
you would deliver me into the lion's mouth, that 
this devil, if he is one, should carry me ready 
dressed, and in my shoes and stockings, into the 
other world. Indeed, sir, though I have not so 
much money as yourself, my life's as sweet to m!!: 

De 
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as yours; for it is not money altogether lhal ca~ 

make us happy: we must have health, or one had 

as good be dead. }. ow if I fight with this magician, 

and he should put out my eyes, cut my windpipe, 

or run me through the heart, do you believe in 

your conscience that I should be very well after 

it?' 'How do you know, coward,' replied Dandi­

nardiere, in a passion, 'that\ 1lleville would serve 

you so?' '0, it is ,·ery ea.sy to be bel ic,·ed,' said 

Alain, 'for de\'ils have 1nore power t han fairie ; 

and if )OU remember the story that was told yester­

day, they could make apples sin" like nightingales, 

birds talk as well as doctors, and water dance a.s 

well as the best masters. After all this, !Jave not 

l reason to be afraid?' 'You are a trane;e fcllo v,' 
said his master, 'to torment your.,el and me as 

you do; for there's now no talk of "illeville: there­

fore let me taste tLc pleasure of my victory, and 

go to sleep, thou dioturber of n•y repose.' Alain 

drew the curtains, wished his ma.,ter a good nap, 

and afterwards went to the wiudow which looked 

into the great road, where he passed away an hour 

in killing the flies, he being their declared enemy; 

when Villeville passing by, and looking up acciden­

tally, saw him; and knowing that his Yery narne 

:struck terror both into Dandinardiere and his m: n, 

and thinking this adventure might be plea nt 

enough, held up a pistol to him, as if he would 

kill him. 'Ah !' cried Alain, holding up his hands, 

' be pleased not to mbtake me; remember the 

strol;t!s you ga,·e me some time since, which I 

swear I have never borne you any malice for.' 

Yilleville returning no answer, but remaining in 

the arne po ture, and i\ lain's fears increasing the 

mort~, he said,' I see yon have a mmd to kill some­

IJody; stay a momeut, I would rather it should be 

my master than !D) ·elf: I'll go and awake him, 

lhough 1 know he will be very or-ry .' Hereupon 

he ran, and pu !led Dand inardiere by the arm : 'Sir,' 

~aid h~, 'v pleased to rise: her ·~one at th win-
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d.ow that wants to see you.' At which he getting 

up, and putting on his night-gown and boots, went 

to the window: but, 0 heavens! what a sight was 

there; Villeville, with a pistol in bi5 hand ! He 

never stayed, like his man, to make a fine compli­

ment, but ran directly under the bed, which no­

thing but his fear could have made him succeed 

in, for the bed was very low; but a pistol ready 

cocked was a terrible thing. He had not lain there 

long before he found it vtry heavy, and thought 

nothing could ue more dangerous than the con­

dition he was in; and therefore at all hazards re­

solved to get back again: l1ut all his endeavours 

were in vain; the bed was so low, that he was 

crushed under it. Ile cried out, 'Alain, help me, 

or I shall die:' but that faithful servant nevet· 

heard him, having hid himself behind a cupboard, 

which he used to lie in; and having raised it up, 

held it with both his hands, as the only thing in 

the world to secure him. 
Villevil!e, seei ng neither master nor man appear, 

fired twice, which put Dandinat·diere into such a 

fright, that he could not speak a loug time after­

wan.ls. Alain threw down the cupboard, which he 

had taken so much pains to hold up, and falling 

witll his bead foremost, but not very hard, because 

it was upon the bed, tumb~ed to the other end of 

the room. Messieurs de St. Thomas, Berginville, 

and the Ffior, were in the hall, which was under 

Dandiuardiere's room, consulting about him; and 

it would be hard if the great noise that was made 

should have escaped their ears. They thought it 

was either thunder, or that Mr. Robert returned, 

to take revenge for being so rudely pinched; and 

made haste to be 5reclators of some new scene. 

When they entered the room, they found Alaiu 

stretched out at len gth upon the ground; and go­

ing to his master's bed, heard a plaintive sound, 

but could not imagine from whence it came. They 

a~kcd Alain sf vera! times where he was; but he 
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putting his finger to his mouth, to denote silenrr, 
pointed to the window, which they looked out at, 
not knowing whether he was so great a fool as to 
break his neck. In short, they could not under­
stand Alain by his mysterious signs : still the same 
melancholy accents continued, and our hero suf­
fered all the time: when the baron, looking under 
the bed, to his no small amazement, saw his legs. 
"\lain taking heart at their presence, came to help 
them ; and catching hold of one of the boots, into 
which his master's leg was not so hard wedged as 
llis body was under the bed, and pulling with all 
his strength, it slipped off, and he fell backward on 
l1is breech. 1 ery well, very well,' said he, in a 
pleasant manner (though unheard by the gentle­
men,who were too busy with his master), 1 the fairie s 
have endowed me with a fit of tumbling to-day; 
but to remedy it, I will rise no more.' First, they 
pulled by one leg, and sometimes by both, to get. 
him out of this trap; but as all this time his 
shoulders and back had but a bad time of it, they 
bethought themselves of throwing off the bet! and 
bed-clothes, to give the more liberty, anti by that 
means got him out, with his face and nose scratch­
ed, and as red as scarlet, and laid him upon the 
bed, ordering his valet to go for some wine and 
Hungary-water, to rub his temple . 1 l de ire you, 
~ir,' said Alain to the viscount, 'to take lhe paius 
to go yourself; for, to hide nothiug from you, that 
~errible monster, \ ' illeville, is somewherE' about the 
l1ouse, and 1 dread the ~ight of him more than 
t hunder.' 'Ilold your tongue, you foolish babl.der,' 
cried Dandinardiere; 'who told you that Villeville 
came and fired two pistols at my window, and 
friahtened me.' ' I never said a word of it,' an­
swered Alain; 'but now you have discovered all.' 
'Don't believe him,' said our cit; 'I should not be 
afraid of Hercules, and much less of him: but my 
rascal of a valet has sometimes such strong visions, 
~hat !Je belie es them to be true. But to let ,you 
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k.now bow I came to be where you found me, I 

dreamt that I got out of bed to fight, and having 

put my enemy to flight, he ran under it, and, in the 

height of my rage, and heat of passion, I pursued 

him; but when I was there I awoke, vexed at my­

self, but not much surprised, being used to such 

fancies in my sleep : for the court has known for 

these many years, that I have gone often a-swim-

ming in my sleep.' • 

While he was talking after this manner, Alain 

made signs to the contrary; but Monsieur de St. 

Thomas, who strove to oblige him, replied, that 

what he said was all true, because he knew Ville­

ville to be somewhat disordered in his brain: for 

that if he was well, he would not be so much au 

enemy to himself, to seek to lose his life with a 

man more dangerous thon either Mars or Hercules. 

The viseount anu ,prior said something to the same 

purpose; which made Dandinardiere, thinking that 

they believed him, resume his former good-humour, 

and dispose himself to advance some more lies: 

but those gentlemen thought fit to leave him, to 

drink his Spanish wine, and use his Hungary-water. 

'Vhen they were at liberty to talk among them­

selves, the Baron St. Thomas, addressing himself to 

the viscount, said, 1 I think you almost as mad as 

the cit himself, to propose him for my son-in-law.' 

'You may say what you please,' answered he, 1 but 

I maintain my vision is not ridiculous; and if 

there's any thing embarrassing, it is not the oppor­

tunities, for we all know there are enough, but 

how to make this covetous wretch marry a lady of 

quality for her fine eyes.' 1 Did you observe yes­

terday,' interrupted the prior, 1 his pretensions to a 

fortune? If we are not very sly and cunning, this 

match will be knocked on the head.' 1 It is no 

great matter,' said the baron, smiling; 1 I shall not 

be very sorry.' 1 I can assure you,' continued the 

viscount, 1 he is very rich; and, with his bragging 

impertinences, which all tend to the preservation 
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of himself, he is not to be bit out of his money: 
it was I that set Mr. Robert upon him.' 'I know 
your views therein,' answered J.\'[onsicur St. Thomas, 
'but I must leave the management of this afrair to 
you.' Some persons coming in upon them, broke 
off this conversation; and the prior bein g informed 
that Dandinardiere could not sleep, went to bear 
him company. 

When he came to his chamber-door, he stopped , 
because he heard him talking with Alain. 'What!' 
said be, 'do you think I can forgive such an af­
front?' 'How should I know it would disoblige 
you!' replied Alain: ' I spoke nothing but the 
naked truth of what 1 saw; any one, as well as I, 
would have said the same. I saw you under the 
bed, and knew you hacl good reason to be there.' 
• You knew!' replied hi~ master; 'whe could tel l 
you?' 'My own heart,' said Alain, 'which is flesh 
and blood, as well as yours, which was ready to 
die away for fear; for had it not been fvr the cup­
board, which I crept behind, certainly I had not 
been alive this moment.' 'I think you ''ery bold,' 
cried Dandinardiere, 'to judge of my sentiments 
by your own: heroes ne,·er measure by the bushe l 
of such a rascal as thou art. If .( did run undet· 
the bed, it was because I would not receive the 
shot of a traitor, who dur t not attack me but at 
a distance.' ' 'l."ou luwe forgot, Lien,' replied A lain, 
'that you run under the bed a quai ter of an hour 
before -illeville fired that terrible pistol, or cannon; 
for I know not' ·hich it was.' 'Ilold thy tongue, 
hangtrace,' replied he; ' T ever made some small 
account of thy courage hitherto, but now I know· 
thee, and wait with impatience till I go home, to 
dismiss thee.' 'Alas! sir,' said he, Yery sorrowful, 
'what ha\·e 1 done to de»en'e it? I am fearful, as 
well as you; is it a crime? Ought I to be more 
I> rave than my master? !lad you hired me to fio-ht, 
I would not have promised without performing, 
and yo u should have had no reason tu comJ?lain; 
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but there was not a word about it.' Dandinardiere 

,vas glad at heart to see his man so concerned; and. 

pleased to tiJink he loved him, said, 'Down on your 

knees, and ask pardon; I begin to relent.' Accord­

ingly, Alain did so . '\\"ell,' saitl he, 'I forgive 

you, and will do more for you; I will give you a 

good heart.' Then blowing into his ears, said, 

'There"s a proYision of courage; yon may depend 

upon it, it will make you fight.' ' Without being 

beat?' cried Alain. 'Yes, I'll warrant it,' said the 

master. 'Then, sir,' said he, 'I thank you; but if 

you would please to blow me a hundred crowns, I 

should be more at ease: for indeed I would have 

no contention with any one, and a little money 

will make me more courageous.' 

The prior finding that this conversation would 

not soon have an end, after having laughed heartily 

to himself, went into the room. 'I belieYed you 

migl1t be asleep,' said he, ' for I thought you went 

to bed again with that intention.' 'That's true,' 

replied Dandinardiere; 'I had, but love is a cruel 

disturber in a morning: whenever I closed my eye­

lids, my thoughts represented Virginia and l\1ar­

thonida more charming than Aurora.' 'Indeed, I 

believe your passion is not over-violent,' said the 

prior; ' for if I have not forgot, you preferred 

riches to beauty and merit; and that declaration 

has cast a veil over your good qualities, as the 

body of the moon shades the sun in an eclipse.' 

'I am mightily pleased with this comparison,' re­

plied the cit; ' but do you think I make the ·world 

acquainted with the secrets of my amours' No, 

sir; they must be a little mysterious.' ' If you 

speak sincerely,' said the prior, ' I offer you my 

assistance in your designs; Virginia has merit.' 

'But what fortune has she?' said Dandinardiere. 

'What they please to ,give her,' answered the prior. 

'But don ' t you know how much that is?' replied 

he. 'Sorr.ething considerable,' said the prior; 'an 

income better tban any estate in this country.' 
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'You mean,' said D andinardiere, 'some houses irt 
P aris.' 'No,' said the prior, 'something better, 
pleasant stories, and nobody knows what they may 
turn t o.' The cit set:med no ways to relish this : 
' H a, ha !' said he, after some time thinking, • one 
ought to have something beside , to enter into a 
contract of marriage; for if she brings nothing 
else, it will be but a small support for a family.' 
' Oh !' cried the prior, 'wit is very valuable.' ' I 
am not so ignorant,' replied the other, 'as to de­
spise wit; I would only lta'l'e a reasonable compe­
t ency with it: for I prote~t, as to the tales or sto­
r ies you boast so much of, I can make some myself, 
and make money of them too.' 'I should be ' 'ery 
glad to see some of them,' said the prior : ' you 
believe, without doubt, that it is no hing but utter­
ing some hyperboles together, and then the work is 
d one; but I declare there's more contrivance and 
art in them, though I see several ev~;ry day that 
ha,·e nothing agreeable in them.' 'That's as much 
as to say,' replied Daudint~rdiere, 'that mine will 
be of that class. Upon my word, sir, you ate very 
obli,ing; but 1 will make one, or see why not: 
then you will change your tone.' 'I shall never 
refuse my commendations,' said the prior, oblig ing­
ly, to appt:ase him,; 'you shall begin to-day.' 'I 
intend so to do,' said the other; 'do you think I 
bave been at so much pains and cost to have my 
study of books brought here, not to use them?' 
'It will be your own fault,' adtled the prior, 'if I 
don't assist you as I did before.' This propo ition 
sweetened him again; he pulled the prior by the 
sleeve, and whispering him, for fear Alain should 
hear, said to him, 'The pains they require almost 
dismays me, and my genius tends not much to 
writings of this hind; therefore shall I be so happy 
as to ha,·e the honour of another story from yon , 
t hat I may let Yirginia know I have as good a ta ­
l ent this way as he herself.' 'That' · a much as 
to say,' replied the prior, ') ou would giYe her :. 
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.Rowland for her Oliver, and have as much preten­

sion to the empire of the belles lettres.' ' .i\Iy am­

bition's no less,' answered Dandinardiere; 'there­

fore be my friend this time, I conjure you.' 

The prior having promised him what he desired, 

took his leave of him, and going into tile hall, 

found there two ladies of his acquaintance, who 

coming to pay Madame St. Thomas a vis\t, their 

coach broke down with them, and obliged them to 

walk a great way on foot, broiling in the sun. 

These ladies were called cousins, though they were 

not at all related: the one was a widow, and a 

great coquette; and the other had lately married 

an old gentleman, who had amassed together great 

riches, and who might boast he had married a wo­

man that knew how to speud as fast. The elder of 

the two, who was Madame Rouet, was the widow 

of a very honest gentleman; but she was a woman 

that l9verl play and junketings, was very expensive 

in clothes, and painted extravagantly : all which 

consumed a great part of his estate. That day the 

sun had melted the paint half off, and she was 

looking in the glass to lay on white where it want­

ed, and rub off the red that had run down, when 

the prior came in, which vexed her not a little, for 

be was the first who made his appearance; Mon­

sieur St. Thomas being abroad amonf( his workmen, 

and Madame adjusting herself: when Madame de 

Lure, who was the new-married lady, seeing her 

so busy, to give her the more liberty to form her 

complexion, took the prior on one side, telling him, 

that while her cousin was setting her head-dress, 

she woulcl show him a story, with which he would 

certainly be in love. 'fo which he replied, that if 

it was long, they shou ld not be able Lo m;J.ke an 

end of it IJefore dinner. 'Oh !' said she, ' I intend 

only to read the name of it to you, and I am sure 

you will be desirous to hear it: it is the Story of 

the Princess Carpi Ilon a . What say you to it I' 'I 

am so much a stranger,' replied he,' to these sort 
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of works, that I cannot judge of them by the-it 
titles.' Upon which, she bantered him; till casting 
her eyes upon her cousin Rouet, and steing she 
had done, she took no farther notice of the story. 
:By this time the baron was informed of their ar­
rival, and came presently to them, accompanied 
by the Viscount Berginville: and not knowing how 
to divert them till dinner-time, after having saluted 
them, and been informed by them of the accident 
that befel them, he proposed walking in a little 
wood, where there were some pretty fishponds, 
shaded by the trees, under which were raised 
pleasant banks, enamelled with flowers and camo­
mile, which was cooler, and more refreshing than 
the !Jall. As soon as they were seated, the prior, 
knowing dinner would be somewhat late, to amuse 
them till then, begged the fa\'our of :Madame de 
Lure to regale the company with her story; which 
she pulling out of her pocket, desired him to read. 
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THE STORY 

OF 

THE PRINCESS CARPILLONA. 

THERE lived, some ages ago, an old king, who, to 

make amends for a long widowhood, married a. 

young beauLiful princess, with whom he was very 

much in love. By his first wife he had one son, 

who was both crooked and squint-eyed, and wh o 

was very much displeased at his father's marrying 

a second time. 'l\'Iy being my father's only son,' 

said he, 'makes me both loved and feared; but if 

the young queen has children, my father, who can 

dispose of his crown as he pleases, will not con­

sider that I am his eldest son, but will disinherit 

me for them.' He was not only ambitious and ma­

licious, but a great rlissembler; insomuch, that he 

showed not the least uneasiness, but went privately 

~o consult a fairy, who passed then for one of the 

most able . The fairy told him he was come too 

late; that the quetn was with child of a son, to 

which she would do no harm; but if he died, or 

any ill accident befel him, she promised the queen 

should have no more: which comforted the prince 

a little, who, conjuring the fairy not to forget him, 

returned home, resolving with himself to make: 

away with his little brother. 
: At nine months' end, the queen was delivered of 

a lovely boy, in whom there was something very 

remarkable, he having an arrow imprinted on his 

arm. The queen was so fond of her child, that she 

would nurse it herself, which was no way pleasing 

to the crooked prince, the mother's care beio~ a\-, 
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ways beyond any nurse's, and it being not so easy 
for him to accomplish his designs. Nevertheless, 
he resolved to make an attempt. Ire showed a 
great value and respect for the queen, and a ten­
derness towards the infant, of which the king was 
very fond. 'I could not have thought,' said he, 
'my son so good-natu red; he shall lose nothing by 
it; for if he con tin nes to be so, I'll leave half my 
kingdom to him.' These promi eo were not enough 
for t he prince; he was resolved to ha,·e all or 
none; and, to that end, one night pre.ented some 
comfits, made up with opium, to the queen, who 
soon after fell into a sound sleep; and theh the 
prince, who had hid himself behind the hangings, 
took the child away softly, and put in it;, stead a 
cat, wrapped up in swaddling-clothes. The cat 
cried, and awakeu the queen; who being drowsy, 
and Lilinking it her little poppet, gave it ht>r breast, 
which the cat lnt: whereupon looking, and seeing 
the eat's bear!, she shrieked out. ller grief was so 
lively, tbat she thought she should ha"e died away 
that moment. The noise and screamings of the 
women alarmed the whole court. 1he king put on 
his night-gown, and ran into her apartment, where 
the fir~t thing he beheld was the cat in the swad­
dling clothes, thrown on the ground, and mewing. 
The Ling was very much surpri ed, and a ·ked what 
that meant: they told him, the younrr prince was 
not to be found, and that the (jlleen was hurt . 
Thereupon, he went immediately into her cham­
ber, where he found her in aflliction not to be ex­
pressed: the which that he might not aurrment by 
his own sorrow, he constrained himself, to comfort 
that poor prince s . 

In the mean time, the crooked-back prince had 
give11 his JiLtle brother to one of his creatures, 
bidding him carry him to some distant fore t, and 
expose him naked to the wild beasts, that he might 
be heard uo more of, promising to rtward him well, 
anti tLen returned to his own apartment; frotlt. 
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~hence he ran into the queen's, rubbing his eyes, 

as if he was asleep : where, when he was informed 

of what had happened, he stamped ancl roared like 

a mad man, and, oul of his natural fierceness, 

twisted the eat's head off; and in this manner dis­

guised the crime he was so deeply guilty of, sbed­

dingmany tears. The king and queen, who thought 

too well of him, sent him to all the fairies, to learu 

what was become of their child; and he, to put a 

stop to any further inquiries, returncJ with several 

ditrerent and intricate answers, which all seemed 

to assure them that the child was not dead, but 

was, for some reasons not to be known, only taken 

away for a time, and that all their searching any 

more after him would be to no purpose. This he 

thought would make t!,em easy, and indeed it had 

its effect; for the king and qu~>en both flattered 

themselves with the hopes of seeing their son again. 

Notwithstanding, the queen's breast gangrened, and 

she died: upon whieh the king became so afflicted 

and sorrowful, that he saw no light for a twelve­

month, living only in expectation of hearing some 

news of his lost child. 
The man whom the prince delivered him to, tra­

Yelled all night with hin), without making the least 

halt; and in the morning, when he opened the bas­

ket in which he carried him, this pretty infant 

smiled, as he was used to do at his mother. 'Q],! 

poor prince,' said the man, 'how unhappy is thy 

fate, to serve, alas! for food to some hungry lion! 

Why did the prince thy brother make choice of 

me, to be assisting in thy destruction?' Th~n he 

shut the basket again, that he might not behold an 

object so worthy his pity; but upon the child's 

crying, who had not had the breast all night, to 

quiet it, he gathered some figs and put into its 

mouth, and so carried it all that day; and the 

night following arrived at a vast forest, which he 

would not enter then, for fear of being devoured 

him&elf, but stayed till the morning; when ad-



'70 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 
vancing in the forest, which was so large he could 
see no end, he perceived a place where the trees 
stood very thick, and a rock in the mid t of them, 
that branched out into several points. 'This place,' 
said he, 'must certainly be a retn:at to the wild 
beasts; here I must leave the child, since it i not 
in my power to save it.' Then approaching towards 
the rock, he saw a large eagle ftyiug about, as if 
she had young ones; and looking fartber, found 
her nest, in tbe bottom of a kind of grotto: there­
upon, undressing the chilci, he laid it in the midst 
of three young eagles, in the nest, which was well 
sheltered from the weather, and difficult and ha­
zardous to get to, by reason of the briers it was 
surrounded by, and its being so nigh a precipice. 
Then leaving this young prince, and seeing the 
eagle fly to her nest, he, sighing, said,' Alas! poor 
infant, thy fate is accomplished; thou sen·est that 
bird of prey to feed her young with.' And after­
wards returned to his master, and assured him his 
brother was no more : for which new>, the bar­
barous prince embraced his faithful agent, and pre­
sented him with a fine diamond ring, assuring him 
he should be captain of his guards, when he was 
king. 

But to return to the eagle. Wben she carne to 
her nest, she was somewhat surprised to find this 
new guest there : however, she exercised the rights 
of hospitality, more than some people would do; 
she put him next her ne ·tling, covered him with 
her wings, took care of him, and, whatever engaged 
her in his favour, went and provided lhe most 
uourishing fruits, which she squeezed with her bill 
into his mouth : and, in short, made him au excel­
lent nurse. When the young eagles were fledged, 
they left their nest solely to the prince; who, ne­
vertheless, was not abandoned by the old one, which 
fed him still with the choicest fruits: and, by ome. 
foresight, fearing lest he, getting out, shoulo fall 
dowu the precipice, removed him to another place 
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which was upon a high rock, where he was most 
secure. Love, who is always painted most beauti­
ful, was not more perfect than this young prince: 
the heat of the sun could not prejudice his com­
plexion, which exceeded the lilies and roses; his 
features were more regular than the best painters 
could imagine, his hair reached down to his shoul­
ders, his mien was majestic: in short, nothing could 
be more noble. But the eagle having young ones 
again, she made such havoc among all the neigh­
bouring flocks, that the shepherds, losing every 
now and then a lamb, resolved to discover her 
nest: and, to that end, agreed to watch her, which 
they did for a long time; when, one day, they ob­
served she alighted upon this rock, which the most 
hardy of them resolved to climb: though the at­
tempt was very dangerous, yet it answered their 
expectation. They discovered the uest, and found 
in it two young eagles, and this young prince, who 
was about four years old. Their amazement at the 
sight of him was inexpressible, and they could not 
tell what to imagine at such an extraordinary 
thing : however, they tore the uest in pieces, and 
carried away the young prince and the two eagles. 
The eagle hearing their cries, came furiously to­
wards them, and had made these ravishers feel the 
effects of her resentment, had not one of the shep­
herds killed her with an arrow he let fly at her. 
The young prince seeing his nurse fall, cried and 
wept bitterly; and the shepherds, overjoyed with 
what they had done, returned to their hamlet, 
where they were to perform, the next day, a cruel 
ceremony; the cause of which was as follows. 

This country had served a long time for a retreat 
of the Ogri, who were a larger ~ort of men, and 
great eaters of human flesh; and not liking such 
dangerous neighbours, had endeavoured, but with 
ill success, to drive them away. The Ogri, enraged 
at the hatred they bore them, redoubled their cruel­
~es, and devoured all that came into their halul>. 
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Vi7hen one day, as the shepherds were a55embled 
together, to deliberate on what they should do, 
there appeared in the midst of lllem a man of a 
prodigious size, the lo wer part, of whose body was 
like a goat, covered with a blue shag; on hib :.houl­
der he carried a great club, and on his left arm a 
buckler. ' Shepherds,' said he, ' I am the blue 
centaur; if you will give me every three years a 
child, l promise to bring a hundred of my brothers, 
and dri,·e the Ogri away.' '1 he shepherus made 
some difficulty to engage Lhemseln:; in so cruel an 
agreement; till the elder of them sr.id, 'What! my 
friends, is it not better fer us to give one to pre­
serve so many, since t!.e O!ui -;are neither men , 
women, nor chilureu: tl.erefore Jet us not refuse 
the centaur's oft"er.' They all by this ar(!ument 
conseti.ted, and swore the <:entaur hou\tl have a 
child every third )ear. After Lhat I e •·.-enl away, 
and returned, a, he promi~ed, '' ith hi, brothers, 
who were all a~ rnon5trous as himself. The Ogri 
were no less brave than cruel; tlu:y fought se,·eral 
battles with great obstinacy, wher.-:n the centaurs 
were always 'ictorious, who forced them ~t last to 
fly. The blue centaur <len,atlfled his recompense, 
which e\·ery one allowed w be just; but whcu Lhey 
came to deliver up the promi>cd infant, there was 
llO family could think ot partlug with one of theirs, 
and tl1e tnother:. hid all tl.eir chiltlren . The cen­
taur, who coul<' not Lear to be je:;ted with, after 
haviug waited t •Jice four-and-tweuty hours, told 
the hepherds, that he expected a many children 
as they madt him \\·a it days; insomuch that their 
delays cost them >IX boys, and as many girls : but 
siuce that time they have re gulated thi:. afr'air, and 
every third year make a solomn fe:;ti,·al, to delive r 
t heir promi:.ed infant to the cet1taur. 

It happened th<tt tilC d"'y whereou the prince was 
found, '~as Lhe day befot e this tribute was to be 
paid ; and though there ·was a child pro' ided, it 
must ea,ily be thought that the shepherds would. 
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deliver this prince in its stead. The mother of the 
other, freed by this means from all the horrors she 
must necessarily lis under in apprehension of the 
death of her child, was transported with joy: and 
as she was obliged to dress him, she combed his 
fine locks, put him on a garland of white and red 
roses, and wrapped him up in a fine white cloth, 
which she girt about him with flowers. Thus ad­
justed, he walked at the head of a great many 
children, that were to attend him; but I may say, 
it was with an air of so much grandeur and state, 
as seemed as if all the shepherds made this pro­
cession only to divert him, so little was his dread; 
which drew tears from many, who said it was pity 
that beautiful child should go to be devoured, and 
wished it was in their power to save him, but that 
was impossible. The centaur was used to appear 
on the top of a rock, with his club in one hand, 
and his buckler in the other, and w1th a terrible 
voice to cry out to the shepherds, 'Leave me my 
prey, and retire.' This time, as soon as he per­
ceived the child, he roared out in a dreadful voice, 
'This will be the best meal I have ever made in my 
life; this boy will be a delicious morsel:' which 
made the shepherds and shepherdesses weep, and 
say, 'How unhappy is this child to have escaped 
(which was a prodigy) the eagle's talons, to be food 
for this cruel monster!' And, among the rest, an 
old shepherd, taking him in his arms, kissed him 
often, and ,said, 'Though I know thee not, dear 
babe, 1 am sen ible I have seen too much of thee 
for my repose. Why must I be assisting at thy fu­
neral? and why was fortune S<> cruel to preserve 
thea for this horrible end?' While he was moisten­
ing this prince's rosy cheeks with his tears, the in. 
nocent babe put his hands into his gray hairs, and 
smiling upon him, in~pireJ him with more pity, 
that he seemed loath to advance: wl,ereupon tl1e 
hungry g1ant cried out, 'Make haste; if you make 
me come dow11, I shall devour a hundred of you.' 

VOL, II. E 
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And, indeed, he was so impatiE-nt, that he ro!!e ur, 
and made a flourish with his club; wben, all on <L 
sudden, there appeared in the air a great globe of 
tire, encircled with a blu.e cloud. E\'ery hotly was 
attentive to such an extraordinary sight; the glohe 
and cloud approached them by degree3, and when 
near the earth opened, and there came out a cha­
riot of diamonds, drawn by six swans, in which sat 
a beautiful lady, dressed like an Amazon, with a 
l)elmet on her head of pure gold, on which was a 
plume of white feathers; and her visor, which was 
raised up, discovered eyes as bright as the sun; 
her body was armed with a rich cuirass, and in 
her hand she held a spear of tire. ' ·\\hat! shep­
herds,' said she, 'are you so inhuman as to give this 
lovely babe to that cruel centaur? It is now time 
to free you from your promise; justice and rea on 
both oppose such barbarous customs: fear not the 
return of the Ogri, I will secure you ; I am the 
fairy Amazona, and from this moment will take 
you under my protection.' 'A h! madam,' cried 
the shepherds and shepherdesses, holding up their 
hands,' this is the greatest happine5s that can be­
fall us.' And were saying a gr at deal more, when 
the furious centaur defied her to the combat; in 
which he was burnt to death by the fire of her 
spear, anti fell "II ith a~ much noise a. if a moun­
tain had been O':erturneu : the shtphenls, frigbten-

d th,erewith, hid themsel\ es in caves that were 
under the rocks, from whence tl.ey could s~e all 
that passed. 

lt was thither the wise shepherd fled with the 
little prince in his arms, as much concemetl for 
the child as for himself and family. After the death 
of the centaur, the fairy Amazona took a trumpet, 
and sonnucd so mt:loiliously with it, that the ick 
persons who heud it reco,·ered their former health ; 
and those wllO were well conceived a secret joy, 
, J1ich they could uot eKpress. At last, when all 
the she.pherds ant! shephenle ses were assemble•! 
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together at the sound of the harmonious trumpet, 
the fairy Amazona advanced towards them in her 
uiamond chariot, rolling within three yards of the 
ground, on a cloud as clear as crystal. The old 
shepherd, whose name was Sublimus, appeared, 
with the little prince clinging at..out his neck . 
'Come forwards, Soblimus,' said the fairy, 'fear 
nothing; peace shall reign here for the future, and 
you shall enjoy the repose you have sought so 
much after: but give me that child, whose adven­
tures are so extraordinary.' The old man, after 
making a low bow, held out his arms, and put the 
prince in hers; who, when she had him, caressed 
and embraced him a thousand times, setting him 
on her knees, and talking to him: who, though l!e 
understood no language, yet by accents and stghs 
he could express joy and grief; for he had ne\-er 
heard any person speak before . He was so dazzled 
with the fairy's bright armour, that getting upon 
his kuees to exa:.nine it from the head-piece dow n­
ward , aud to touch it, the fairy ~roiled, and said, 
though he could not underbtancl her, 'When, my 
boy, you are lit to wear such armour, you shall not 
want.' And then returning him back to the shep­
herd, after having kissed him tenderly, 'Wise old 
man,' said she, 'you are no stranger to me; vouch­
safe to take care of this child; le~rn him to despise 
the grandeur of the world, and be above the strokes 
of adverse fortune, though !Je may be born to a 
splendid one::: but I hold it better to be 'vise than 
powerful. The happiness of men ought not to con­
sist in outward greatness, but in wisdom; and the 
greatest is, to know ourselves, to limit our Jesires, 
to be as well contented with a moderate compe­
tency as \ •ith the greatest riches, to search after 
the esteem of people of merit, to de;pise none, and 
be alway~ ready to quit tilb mi~erable life without 
regret. But what am I thinking of, venerable shep­
herd? I am telling you things which you know as 
well as myself; but then I tnention them not ;o 
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much for yourself, as for the other shepherds. 

Farewell, shepherds; call mt: when you want me : 
this same spear, and this same hand, which put an 

end to the li fe of the blue centaLtr, shall always ue 
ready to protect you.' 

Sul>Jimus, and those who were with him, wer 
so confounded, and at the same time o\·erjoyed, 

that they could return no answer to the obli gin~ 

words of the fairy; but prostrated themselves be­

fore her, while the globe of firt>, rising by degree~, 
ascended to the middle re~ion of the air, and wa 

seen no more. The fearful shepherds at fir t durst 

not approach the centaur, tho u!!h dead; till re­
flecting better on it, they at la~ t resohed to rai·e 
a funeral pile, to reduce him to ashe·, le·t !lis bro­

thers might be informed of what had happeneJ , a rl 

should come to revenge his death. 
Sublimus carried the liltle prince to his hut: his 

wife being sick, his two daughters had not been 
able to l&ave her to attend the ceremony. ' lJ l're, 

shepherdess,' said be, 'here's a child beloved by 

the gods, and protected by the fairy Amazona; we 

must look upon him, for the time to come, a· our 

own, and give him an education that may make 
him happy.' The wife was pleased with the pre­
sent; and taking the prince upon the bed, said, 
'I will bring him up, and cherish him in his in­
faucy, but must leave the part of hi education to 

your::elf.' Ihe l>hepherd told her that wa all he 

desired, and so left h im with her. The two dau h­

ter · ran pre ~ ently to s~e their uew brother; were 

charmed with his incomparable beauty, and the 
graces that adorned his little body, and from Lbat 

moment be:!an to learn him to talk. -e\'er was 

wit more extensive and live! • ; he c01nprehendell 

every thing with an ease that amazed all the shep ­

herds, aud in a short time was fit to take lesson> 
of the old hepherd him~e! f, who was capable of 

gh·ing him whateYer was excellent. He had been 

king of a flourishing nation; but by the intrigues 
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of his ministers with a usurper, his neighbour and 

enemy, had been surprised, with all his family, and 

made a prisoner in a strong fortress, there to end 

his days in misery . 
So sudden and unexpected a change was not able 

to shock the virtue of the king and queen in the 

least; they bore all the outrages of the tyrant with 

an unparalleled constancy and firmness of mind. 

The queen, who was big with child when these mis­

fortunes came upon them, was brought to bed of a 

daughter, wi1om she was obliged to nurse herself, 

as well as take care of her two others, who partook 

as much of their troubles as their age would admit. 

The king, after three years' confinement, gaiueu one 

of his guards, who promised to bring him a boat 

under the window of the room he was imprisoned 

in, to cross lhe lake, which this fortress stood in 

the midst of, and provided him with files to cut the 

iron bars with, and cords to Jet themselves down 

by. They n•ade choice of a dark night, and did all 

without any noise; and by the assistance of this 

soldie1·, slid dow11 the rope. The king went first, 

then the two children, after them th" queen, and 

after her the little babe in a basket: but alas! the 

knot whereby it was fastened slipping, they heard 

her fall in the lake: the queen, had she not swoon­

ed, would certainly have alarmed the garrison with 

her cries and cowplaiots . The king, grie\red at 

this accident, sought for her as much as the dark­

ness of the night would let him, and fount! the 

basket, but not the princess; so that giving her 

up for lost, he rowed away as fast as he wa8 able 

with the rest of his family; and when they came 

to the other side, fount! horses, which "ere pro­

videtl by the same soldier, and laid reaLly for them 

to go where they pleased. 
During their confinement, the king and queen 

had time to mor<tlise anu reflect, that the greatest 

bless ings tl1is life affords were but small, when 

j ust.Jy ·weighed; which, together with the new miS· 
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fortune of losing their little daughter, made them 
resolve not to retire to any neighbouring prince or 
ally, to whom they might be chargeable, but to 
settle in some fertile and pleasant plain, there 
to change the sceptre for a shepherd's crook, 
and buy a flock of sheep. And having pitched on 
this country, they built a pretty cottage, which 
was sheltered from the weather by the mountains 
that were behind it, and rendered pleasant by a 
pretty brook that ran before it. Here they enjoyed 
more tranquillity than upon their throne. There 
were none that envied their po1 erty; they feared 
no traitors nor flatterers; and pa ed their days 
free from trouble. The king 11·ould often say, 'Ah! 
how happy might ml'n be, tould they cure them­
sch·es of ambition' I ha1 e been a king, but now 
prefer my cottage before the palace wherein I once 
reigned.' nder this great philosopher, the young 
prince, ignorant of his master's rank, received his 
education, while the master was not better inform­
ed of his pupil's; but his dispositions were so 
noble, that he could not beliel'e him of mean 
birth. lie observed, with pleasure, that he always 
put himself at the head of his companions, and , 
with an air of superiority, drew resptct from 
them: he was continually formiu" armies, building 
forts, and attacking them; and whenever his father 
(as we must call him) took him along with him 
a-hunting, woul1l face the greatest dangers. All 
these things persuaded him that he was born to 
command; but till Lto arrives at ufleen years of 
age, let us 1 <1 ·e him ta his studies, and return to 
his father's court. 

The crook.backed prince, seeiug that his father 
grew ,·ery oltl, showed little regard to him, and 
grew so imv tient to wea1 his crown, that to 
di\·ert him.elf, and not to lie idle, he a~ked the 
king for an army, to go and conquer a neighbonr­
ing kiugclom, whose factions im•ited him. The 
king consented, on condition that he would sig11 
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11n instrument to all the lords of the kingdom, sig­
nifying, that if ever the young prince returned, 
anu that they were well asBnreu it was him, by 
the arrow in his arm, to resign the crown to him. 
The prince seemed very ready, being assured of 
his brother·s death, and thinking he hazarded no­
thing, but at the same time valued himself very 
much upon this piece of compliance. When this 
was done, and registered in the proper courts, and 
the instrument itself laiu up in the treasury, the 
king raised a gallant army, which the prince, afte r 
taking hi5 leave of him, put himself at the head of, 
and, after several battl es, killed the king his enemy 
with his own hand, took the capital city, and hav­
in~ left a garrison and governor in it, returned 
home to his father, to whom he presented a young 
princess, called Carpillona, whom he had taken 
captive . She was as beautiful as nature could 
form, or imagination re~resent. The king, at the 
first sight of her, was charmed; and the crooked 
prince, who had beheld her often, was so much in 
love with her, that he could not rest. She hated 
him as much as he lo,·ed her; for as he always 
used her as his slave, her heart wa& so set against 
hun, and his manner of address, that she did what 
she pos ibly could to avoid him. 

The king appointed her au apartment in the pa­
lace, and women to wait on her, and was very sen­
sible of the misfortunes of so young and beautiful 
a princess. And when the crooked pr;nce asked 
his consent t<r marry her, he replied, he consented, 
provided she lucri no reluctancy; but that he 
thought, when be was near her, she seemed melan­
choly. ''Tis because she loves me,' answered the 
prince, 'and dares not discover it, and the con­
straint she puts upon herself occasions it; but as 
soon as she shall be my wife, you shall see she 
will be pleased.' ' I would believe so,' said the 
king; ' but doa't you flatter yourself a little too 
much?' The prince, angry at these his father's 
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doubts, went and told the princes3, that she wa! 
the cause that the king showed a more than usual 
severity in his behaviour towards him; upon whic h. 
l1e suspected he might love her, and therefore de­
sired her to tell him sincerely which of them she 
approved best of, assuring her, that provided she 
reigned he &hould be content. This he said only to 
know her sentiments, and not with any intent of 
changing his. The )'Oung C!lrpillona, who was not 
so experienced as to know that most lovers are dis­
semblirs, gave into the deceit, and said, 'I must 
own, sir, that was I my own mistress, 1 would nei­
th er make choice of the king nor yourself: but 
since my bad fortune imposes this hard necessity 
upon me, I must t 11 you, the king.' 'And why i' 
answered he, with some Yiolence . 'Because,' added 
JShe, ' he is more mild than you, reigns at this 
time, and will not live so long.' 'IIa, ha !' cried 
he, ' you would be left queen-dowager in a short 
time; lmt atisfy yourself you shall not: the king 
has no thoughts of you, 'ti~ only l that do you 
that honour, which is much more than you desene, 
for your ingratitude is immense; but were it a 
thou and times more than it is, you should be my 
wife.' The princess Carpillona conceived, but 
somewhat too late, that it was dangerous to speak 
one's thoughts; and to make amends for what he 
had so unwarily said, 1· plierl again, '1 only u ed 
this stratatrem to try your sentiments, and I am 
very glad that sou Joye me so ·well, to withstand 
my alrected severities. I esteem you already; en­
deavour, sir, to make me Jo,·e you.' 1lle prince 
bowed, and believed v:hat she said to he truth; 
men being gen rally great fools '·hen in lo' e, and 
too npt to flatter themsel\'eS. Carpillcna, by this 
mean , made him as mild as a lamb, ami he went 
away roiling, ncl squeezed her hand so hard she 
thought he had broke it. 

As soou as he was gone, she nm into the kinr;'s 
. partme-nt, ;:~ncl cas ing her elf at his feet, said) 
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' Secure me, sir, from the greatest of all misfor­
tunes: the prince would marry me, and I must 
confess he is odious to me: be l!:Jt so unjust as 
he. l\Iy rank, my youth, aud the misfortunes of 
my family, deserve the pity of so great a king .' 
'Fair princess,' said the king, 'I am not surprised 
that my son loves you, none that behold you can 
avoid it; but I ~hall not forgive him the want of 
respect he owes you.' 'Ah! sir,' replied she, ' he 
looks upon me as his prisoner, and treats me like a 
slave.' ''Twas with my army,' answered the king. 
'that he vanquished the king your father, and it 
you are a captive, you are mine, and I give you ) 
your liberty; and am happy that my advanced age 
and gray hairs secure me from being your slave: .' 
The grateful prineess returned the king a thousand 
th<mks, and retired with her women. 

In the mean time, the prince, having been in­
formed of what passed, resented it very much; but 
his rage v;as worked up to the highest pitch, "''hen 
the king forbid him to think any more of the priu. 
cess; telling him, that after all the services he had 
offered her, she c0uld not love him. '\'l'hat,' an. 
swered be, 'shall I labour all my days to no pur. 
pose? I love not to Jose my time after such a 
manner.' '1 am sorry you should,' said the king, 
'but it must not be.' 'We sllall see that,' said the 
prin-ce, in au insolent manner, and going out of the 
room; 'do you think to take my prisoner f>om me? 
I'll lose my life first.' ' She you call your pri. 
soner,' said the enraged king, ' was mine, and now 
is free; I have made her mistress of herself, and 
not to depend on your <:aprice.' So smart a con. 
versatiou had gone further, had not the pr.incc re. 
ti. ed, who from that moment conceived a desire of 
taking possession of the crown aud princess. He 
had gained the h&arts of the soldier~, and ill-de­
signing people were assistiug to his arnbiLion, that 
tlte king at last was informed of his intentions of 
dethroning him, and knowing him to have the 

E., 
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army 011 his side, was forced to take the milde~t 
measures . He sent for the prince, and said to him, 
<Is it possible that you should be so ungrateful as 
to take from me my crown, to set it upon your 
own head, since you see I am so nigh my end? 
Have I not had misfortunes enough already, by 
losing a wiftl and son? Indeed I have opposed 
your designs upon the princess Carpillona, but as 
much for your sake as hers; for how can you be 
l1appy with a person that does not love you? But 
since you will run the risk of it, I consent you 
shall marry her; but let me ha\'e some time to talk 
to her, to prepare her for it.' 

The prince, who wished more for the princess 
than the kin adorn (for he had that which he lately 
conquered l, told the king, that he was not so de­
sirous of rei gning as he belie'>'ed since he had 
signed an act whereby he disin herited himself, in 
case his brother returned, and sho uld rest satisfied, 
provided he might marry Carpillona. The king 
embraced him, and went to the princess, who was 
always with her governe~s, in cruel alarms; whom 
she had then ca1Tied into her closet, aut! crying 
bitterly, said, 'Should it ue possible, that after all 
the promises the killg has made roe, he should be 
so cruel a to sacrilice me to his crook-backed son, 
the day of my ouptial should be the last l would 
breathe, ince I am more displea ed with the ill 
qualities of hi s heart than the defonuily of his 
body.' 'Alas! my dear princes,' replied the go­
vernes~. 'yuu kno\\ not, undoubtedly, that the 
dau~hters of the e;reate l kings a re always made 
victims to the stale; they never consult their in­
cliudtion , nor wLether the pnnce that is toe pouse 
them l•e handsome or deformed.' And jn t as ar­
pill oua wa ab< ut to reply, she was told that the 
king vaitetl for her iu ner c-hamtJer. As soon as 
she set her eyes ou hi111 l•e kuew what he came 
atJout, havil'g a great penetration, and cried out, 
'Alas! what ha\•e yoll to tell me?' ' Fair prin. 
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cess,' said he, 'look not on your marriage with my 

son as a misfortune, but consent willingly; the 

violence that he commits, in regard to your senti­

ments for him, shows but the ardour of his own: 

and if he loved you not, he might find more prin­

cesses, who would be g lad to partake with him a 

crown, which he is already in possession of, besides 

that which he will have after my death. Yonr 

disdain and contempt have not been able to dismay 

him, and you ought to believe that he will forget 

nothing to please you.' 'I flattered myself,' re­

plied she, ' to have found a protector in you, but 

my hopes are deceived: you abandon me, but the 

just gods will not.' 'If you knew but all I have 

done,' rep! ied he, 'to prevent this marriage, yo u 

would be convinced of my friendship. Alas! Hea­

ven blessed me with a son, who was nursed by his 

ow:n mother; but he was stolen away one night, and 

a cat put in his place, which bit the queen so 

cruelly, that she .died of it. If that lovely child 

had not been taken from me, he would have been 

now a comfort to me in my old age; my subjects 

would have feared him; and I might have offered 

you my crown with him. This son would not then 

have carried things so high as now, but would have 

thought himself happy to live at court.' ' I am 

then the cause of what has befallen you,' answered 

she; 'since he would have been so serviceable to 

me, look upon me as the guilty wretch, and think 

of punish ing me, rather than marrying me.' 'You 

was not then capable, fair princess,' sard he, ' of 

doing good or harm; l accuse you not of my mis­

fortunes; but if you wo uld not augment them, pre­

pare yourself to receive rny son; for he is too 

powerful here, and may act some tragic scene.' 

The king, seeing she returned no other answer, but 

was all it) tears, Jeft her; and knowing the prince 

would be impatient, went and Lold him that the 

princess had given her consent, and bid him make 

eYery lhing ready against the solemn ization of the 
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marriage . The prince, transported ,;·itll joy, thank­
ed the king, and immediately sent for jewellers, 
and all sorts of tradesmen, and bespoke all the 
finest things imagina!Jle; and then sent several rich 
presents ofjewels, &:c ., which she received with all 
the appearance of joy. Afterwards he paid her a 
visit himself, and among other thing·, said, 'Was 
you not very much in the wrong, madam, to refu e 
t he honour I would do you, since I am not disa­
greeable in my person, and the world says I ba,·e 
wit: besides, you shall have the finest diamond s, 
and wear the riche t clothes of any queen in the 
world.' The princess answered coldly, that the 
misfortunes of her family would not permit her to 
dress like other princesses, and desired him not to 
make so great presents. 'You are in the right,' 
saiu he, 'not to dress yourself, if I don't fri,·e you 
leave; but you must think of pleasing me: every 
thing will be ready for our marriage within four 
days ; divert yourself till then, and command here, 
since you are ab olute mi tress.' And after that, 
he left ber. 

No sooner was he goue, but ~he shut her elf up 
with her governess, aud told h r, ~he might choose 
whether she would find her the means of e caping, 
or those of killing herself on the wedding-day. 
After Lbc governess had represented to her the im­
pos ilJility of getting away, and the v:eakr ss he 
showed, by killing herself, to :•void the mi fortunes 
of this life; he endtavoured to p~:<rsuade her, that 
virtue might contri!Jute to her tranquillity; and 
that, without having r,n entire Jo,e for the prince, 
she mirrht e teem him enough to li\1:) happy l"ith 
him. Carpillona could not yield to auy of th se 
remonstrance,; hut told her, lltal ti ll then she 
made accouut ohe haJ &ome value for her, lmt that 
11ow she was sensibl~ how much it was; aud that 
if all the ,~orld houlU. fai l hor, she would not be 
failmg to herself; aud that J ,mgerou diseases 
must have dangerous remedies. After this sht! 
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opened the window, and looking some time out of 

it, her governess, who feared she designed to throw 

herself out, fell on her knees, and looking tenderly 

at her, said, 'Alas! madam, what would you have 

me do? I will obey you, though it should cost me 

my life.' The princess embraced her, and desired her 

to buy her a shepherd's dress and a cow, and no~ 

amuse herself with per5uading her from her design, 

since it would be to no purpose, and only losing 

time; and not only that, but to dr<'SS up a figure, 

and lay it in her bed, and say she was ill. 'You 

know, madam,' said the poor governess, 'the dan~ 

gers to which I expose my elf; the prince, without 

doubt, will know that I assisted you; he will make 

use of a thousand torments to make me confess : 

and then judge if my love is not great.' The prin~ 

cess, very much confounded, made answer, that 

she should go away herself two days after, and 

that it would be easy to impooe upon the world for 

that short time. In short, they contrived so well, 

that Carpillona had that" night both a shepherdess's 

habit and a cow, and appeared as beautiful as the 

queen of love, when she apveared with Juno and 

Pallas, in that habit, to Paris on l\Iount Ida. She 

set out by moon.Jight, sometimes leading her cow, 

and sometimes getting on her back; and if the 

least breath of air but gently agitated the leaves of 

the trees, a bird flew off her nest, or any thing 

stirred, she feared it might be wolves or thieves. 

Thus she travelled all the night, and would have 

done the nex:t day, Lut that her cow stopped to 

graze in a pleasant mead; where the princess, fa­

tigued with the weight of her clothes and shoes, 

sat herself down on the grass by a purling stream, 

and tied up her hair, which had got out fi·om 

under her cap, and fell in flowing rings on her 

shoulders. She looked about, to see if she might 

not !Je observed; but for all her precaution, she 

was surprised by a lady all in armour, who, taking 

off her head-piece, which was gold, adorned with 
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diamonds, said, 'Shepherdess, I am very dry and 
weary, will you give me soue milk to quench my 
thirst?' ' With all my heart, madam,' said Carpil­
lona, 'if I had any thing to put it in.' 'I have 
here a China dish,' said the armed lady, ' take 
that.' But the poor princess not knowing l1ow to 
stroke the teat; ' \Vhat,' said the lady, ' i you r 
cow dry, or do not you know how to milk her!' 
Hereupon the princess, ashamed to appear so awk­
ward before such an extraordinary person, fell a 
crying, and replied, 'I must own, madam, for the 
small time I have been a shepherdess, it has been 
my business to feed ;ny cow; my molher does all 
the re t.' 'Then you have a mother?' continued 
the lady; ' and pray what does she do?' ' , 'he is a 
fdrmer,' said Carpillona. 'What, hard by)' said the 
l ady again. 'Ye ,' replied the princess. 'Really,' 
said she, 'I have a great affection for her upon 
your account, and will go to see her; lead me to 
her.' Carpillona was at a stand what answer to 
make; she was unu~cd to lie, and knew not that 
&he talked to a fairy. She looked down, her colour 
cama into her face, and at last she said, ' When 
once 1 come abroad, I n<!ver retum till night; 
therefore .f de -ire you, madam, not to make my 
mother angry with me.' 'Ah! princess, princes ,' 
said the fairy, 'sou cannot support a lie, nor act 
the person you pretend to be, without my as ist­
Hnce. Here, take this noseaay of gilli!lower; and 
be assured, that while you have it, the crook­
backed princ·e, from whom ) ou fly , will ne,•e r know 
~ ou ; and remembEr, when ) ou come to the great 
fore t, to inform yourse lf of them whereabout the 
shepherd 'ublirnus has his abode. Tell him, that 
you come from the fairy Amazona , who de ired 
llim to r cei\'e you as his d:wghter. Farewell, 

arpillona, 1 ha,·e been your friend a long time.' 
'Alas! madam,' cried the princess, • do you love 
me, and can you ahan<.lon me, when 1 tand . o 
mu!'!1 iu neetl of your assbtanc:e ~· ''l he nosegay 
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will not fail you,' replied she; 'my time is precious, 

and I must leave you to complete your destiny .' 

And as she uttered these words, di sappeared. 

Carpillona was ready to die with fear, but reco­

vering herself, continued her way, though ignorant 

of the road that led to the great forest, thinking to 

herself, that this able fairy would conduct her thi­

ther, and always kept the nosegay in her hand, 

whether she stood still or walked; but at last, 

her feet were so chafed and sore, that she was 

forced to lie down under the shade of some trees; 

where she reflected often, and with no small unea­

siness, on her poor governess, of whose zeal and 

fidelity there are but few examples. She dressed 

llp a figure, as the princess had ordered her, went 

always very softly iuto her room, as she said, for 

fear of disturbing her, and scolded at the least 

noise that was ever made. The king, when he was 

told of the princess's beiug sic.k, was not at all sur­

prised, attributing it to her grief, and the violence 

offered: but as soon as the prince was informed of 

this ill news, his chagrin was inconceivable; he 

would see her; but the governess, with much ado, 

prevented him. Then he asked if his physician 

might; but she told him, it would be the means to 

kill her, for she hated alf physicians and their re­

medies; but withal, bid him not be frightened, 

telling him, it was only a dizziness of her head, and 

that she would be well after three or four days' 

rest: by which means, she put a stop to any farther 

importunities. But one night, when she was pre­

paring for her Hight, she heard him knock at the 

door, as if he would break it dowu; and what in­

duced him to this violence, was an information he 

had had of the matte.· from the other women; who 

perceiving the deeeit, and fearing some punishment 

might fall to their share, went and lold him pre­

sently. The excess of his rage cannot be express­

ed: he ran to the king, thinking he was not igno­

rdnt of it; but found, by the surprise he read in 
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his face, himself to be mistaken. As soon as he 
saw the poor go,·erness, he said to her, catching 
hold of her hair, 'Gi,-e me my Carpillona, or I' ll 
tear. out thy heart.' She made no reply, but with 
tears; and prostratiug herself at hi· kn es, con­
jured him, but all in vain, to hear her. lie cast 
her into a deep dungeon, and had put her to death 
a thousand times, had not the king, who was as 
good a& his son was wicked, obliged him to let her 
live in that frightful prison. 

Thi8 amorous and violent prince ordered, that 
tl1e princess should be pursued both by sea and 
land; and to that end, left the court him elf, and 
ran about like a madman. \ hen one day, as Car­
pillona W<lS sitting with her cow under a large 
rock, and the weather being very tempestuous, she 
r emained trembliu" at the thunder and lightning, 
when tloe crook-backed prince came thither with 
h is attendants for sheltet. But, alas! when she 
saw him so uigh to her, she was more frightened 
than at the thunder and lightnin~. ehe held her 
nosegay of gilliftowers fast with both her hands; 
and rememb€ring the fairy, satd, ' Abandon me 
not, charming Amazona.' 'lhe prince, ca5ting his 
eyes upon her, said, 'What can ) on l!e afraid of, 
poor decrepit old wretch' Where wo.uld he the 
hurt if the thunder houlu kill thet, since thou 
ha t one foot in the gra,·e already?' The young 
princes,; wa~ not less overjoy d than amazed to 
hear him call her old: 'Without uoubt,' aid she 
to herself, 'my nosegay works this wonder.' And 
tbal she might have no farther conversation with 
him, she pretellded to be !leaf. The prince, finding 
she could not hear, saiu to his confi !ant, who wa 
neve!' from him, ' ow, if my heart was a little 
more gay, I coul<l et thi~ old cre'<!.ture upon the 
top of the rock, allll have the pleasure of seeing 
her roll down and break her neck.' 'But, sir,' re­
plied this wicked favour ite, ' to dh·ert you, I II 
carry her up by force, and yo u shall see her body 
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bound like a ball.' 'We have not now time,' said 
he; 'we must continue our search after this in­
grate, who disturbs the repose of my life.' 

As he made au end of these words, he clap­
ped spurs to his horse, and rode off. It is easy 
to judge of the joy of the princess, who did not 
forget to thank the fairy Amazona, whose power 
she was then sensible of. She pursued her journey, 
and arrived at the plain whereon the shepherds of 
that country built their huts, which were all very 
pretty, each having a garden and a spring . The 
valley of Tempe could not be more agreeable. 
The shepherdesses were for the most part beautiful, 
and the shepherds neglected nothing to please 
them. On all the trees, ciphers and love-verses 
"-ere engraved. As soon as Carpillona appeared 
among them, they left their flocks; and, prepos­
sessed with her beauty and majestic air, advanced 
towards her: b11t what surprised them most, was 
the meanness of her habit; for though they lived 
an innocent and rustic life, yet they pretended 
very much to a neat adjustment of their apparel. 
The princess desired them to show her the shepherd 
Sublimus's cottage; which they did presently: and 
there she found the good old man, seated in the 
valley with his wife and daughters, a little brook 
running by them, which charmed with its gentle 
murmurs; he had some reeds in his hands, with 
which he was making a little basket to gather fr uit 
in; and his wife was spinning, while his daughters 
were angling in the brook. 

\Vhen Carpillona first :..ccoste<l them, she was 
sensible of so much respect· and tenuerness, that 
she was herself surprised; and when they saw her, 
they were no less affected . 'I am,' saiu she, sa­
luting them in an humble manner, ' a poor shep­
herdess, and eome from the fairy Amazona, to offer 
you my service; and hope, that upon her account, 
you will receive me.' 'Child,' said the king, get­
ting up, and returning her salule in as civil 11 
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manner, ' that great fairy has reason to believe 
that we have a perfect honour for her; but yoLl 
are welcome, if you had no other recomn1endatiou 
but your own person.' 'Come hither, p·etty maid,' 
said the queen, holding out her ltanJ, • come anc.l 
let me kiss you: I conceive a great kindness for 
you, anc.l could wish you would look upon me as 
your own mother, anc.l my children a yo ur sisters .' 
'Alas! my good mother,' said the princess, • 1 de­
serve not that honour; it is enough for me to be 
your shepherdess, and tend your flock.' '~ o,' r -
pliec.l the kin"', ' we are all equal here, you come 
with too good a r ec:ommenc.latiou fu1· us to make 
any dill"erence between you and onr chilc.lren; si t 
down by us, anc.l let jour cow feed with our 
sheep.' She made some difficulty, persisting in 
what she told them at first, that she was come 
only to be their servant; but would have been 
Yer) much embarra,;sed if they had taken her at her 
won!; for indeed, by her looks, she seemed to be 
made more to comm:lDd than to obey; and it 
might be thonght, that so great a fairy would not 
protect an ordinar' r-erson. 

The king and queen looked upon her with an 
amazement mixed with admiration, which they 
coulc.l not comprehend. They asked her, if she 
came a great way? she said, yes; and then, if she 
hac.l a father and mother? to which she said, no: 
and answered all their other questions with mono­
syllables, as much as her respect would allow her 
to do. 'What is your name?' said the queen. 
'Carpi ilona,' replied she. 'The name,' said the 
king, ' is very odd; and, unless some adventure 
gives room for it, it is very rare.' She made no 
answer, but took up one of the queen's spindles, to 
wind off the thread: but when she drew off her 
gloves, the king and queen, who ca t their eyes 
upon her hands, thought them to be snow formed 
in that shape; and to penetrate farther into her 
cundition, said, 'Carpillona, your clothes are too 
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hot for the climate we live in, and your shoes too 
heavy and clumsy for so young a damsel; you 
must be d1es5ed after our manner.' 'My clothes, 
mot1Jer,' answered she, ' are such as they wear in 
my country; but I'll put on what you please to 
order me.' They admired her obedience, and above 

.all, the air of modesty that appeared in her eyes 
and all her actions; but it being supper-time, they 
got up, and went all into the house, where they 
intended to dress the fish that the two princesses 
had caught, and some fresh eggs, and to make the 
rest up with milk and fruit. 'I am surprised,' said 
the king, ' that my son is not yet come hon1e; his 
eagerness after sport carries him too far; and I 
am always in fear, lest some acc:ident should befal 
him.' '1\'Iy fear~ are no less than yours,' said the 
queen; 'but, if you please, we will not sup till he 
comes.' 'No,' said the king, ' let him mind his 
time better; on the contrary, I desire you, when 
he comes, not to speak to him, but that every one 
give him a cold reception.' 'You know his good­
nature,' said the queen, ' and he will be so UJnch 
troubled, that he will fall sick.' 'I can't help that,' 
replied the king, 'he must be corrected.' After 
this discourse they sat to supper; but before they 
had quite t.loue, the young prince came in, with a. 
wild roe ou his shoulders, his ho.ir all wet with 
sweat, and his face covered with dust; he leaned on 
a little lance he generally carried along with him; 
his bow hung on one side, and his quiver of arrows 
on tbe other. ln this condition there apveared 
something so noble and lofty in his countenance 
and mien, that none could look upon him without 
attention and respect. ' Mother,' said he, address­
ing himseif to the queen, 'my desire to bri11g you 
this roe has made me run all day over the moun­
tains and plains.' ' Son,' said the king, gravely, 
you endeavour more to make us uneasy than to 
please us: you know how much I have said to 
you on your violent desire of ~port; but you are 
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resolved to take no notice of it.' ThE: prince 
bl ushed; and what vexed him most was, to see a 
person there who did not belong to the family. He 
replied, that another time he would come sooner; 
or, that if he did not appro\·e of it, he would not 
go at all. ' That's enough,' said the queen, who 
loved him tenderly: 'I thank you, child, for your 
present: come and sit by me, and cat your supper, 
for to be sure you mu t be hungry.' The prince 
was somewhat disordered at the serious air the 
king spoke to him in, and dur5t not look up; for 
though he was intrepid in all dangers, he was of a. 
docible temper, and stood in great awe, where his 
duty required it of him. But at last, he recovered 
out of his confusion, sat down by the queen, and 
cast his eyes on Carpillona, who had not stayed so 
long to look at him: but as soon as their eyes met, 
their hearts were so agitated, that they knew not 
what to attribute this disorder to . The princess 
blushed, and the prince kept his eyes stedfast upon 
her; till at last, she raising hers again 'vith a 
pleasing softne s, they continued looking at each 
other with a mutual surpri e, thinking; nothing 
could equal what they ueh~:;ld. ' Is it po sible,' 
~aid the princess to herself, 'that, of so many per­
sons I ba\•e seen at court, none should come nigh 
to thi young sl1epherd ?' 'How comes it,' thought 
he to himself, ' that this admirable maid should be 
but a poor shepherdess? Ah! that I was but a 
king, to plate her on a throne, and to make her a! 
much the mistre ·s of my empire as she is of my 
heart.' Jn musing after this manner he ale no­
thing. The tjueeu, who thought it owin"' to the ill 
reception he met with, tired herself with im·iting 
and caressing him, and brought out the fine t fruits 
~h e had. ]Je desired Carpillona to taste of them . 
Slu. thanked him, and told him, without thinking 
on the h nd that ga\'e them, that she had done no­
thing but eat, and cared for no more. 'C pon which, 

he lef!. tl1em coldly upon lht: table . The qu e!l 
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took uot the least notice of all this; but the eldest 
princess, who had no small esteem for him, and 
who perhaps might have loved him very well, but 
for the difference she thought between them, ob­
served all that pasEed with some jealousy. 

After supper the king and queen retired, and 
the princesses, according to their usual custom, 
did whatever was to be done in the house: one 
milked the cows, the other pressed the cheese, &c. 
Carpillona busied herself, after their example, to 
work; but she was so little used to it, that &be 
did nothing to the purpose: insomuch, that the two 
princesse3 called her the pretty unhandy maid. 
The amorous prince helped her in every thing; he 
went to the spring with l1er, carried her pail, drew 
the water, and brought it back on his shoulders, 
and would not suffer her to carry any thing. 
'W'hat do you mean, shepherd,' said she to him; 
'must l act the fine lady? I that have been used 
all my life to work? Am I to live here in idle­
ness?' 'You shall do what you please, lovely 
shepherdess,' said he; 'but deny me not the plea­
sure of giving my small assistance on these oc­
casions.' Afterwards, they both returned, though 
sooner than he desired; for though he d,urst not 
yet hardly speak to her, nevertheless he was over­
joyed to be with her. They both passed the night 
in an uneasiness which neither of them, through 
their little experience. coule guess the cause of. 
The prince waited impatiently for day, to see the 
shepl•erdess again; and she w;~s in as much dread. 
1 he new trouble the sight of him put her into, 
somewhat diverted her other displeasures; and she 
thought so much of him, that she almost forgot 
the crook-backed prince. ' Why,' said she, ' has 
blind fortune bestowed so many graces, such a 
mien, and such charms, on ·a young shepherd, who 
is destined only to feed his flock; and so much 
malice and deformity on a prince appointed to rule 
a. flourishing nation?' 
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Carpillona never had the curiosity to view her· 
self since her mttamorphosis from a princess into 
a shepherdess; but then a certain desire of plea>ing 
made her seek after a glass. She was not long be­
fore she found that of the princess; but when she 
saw her~elf, she was quite confounded. '''~hat a 
figure's here,' cried she; 'what am I like? It is 
impossible that I should endure to be buried long 
in this coarse stuff.' Then she washed her face 
and hands, and went to the queen, and falling on 
her knees, presented her with a fine diamond rin!!, 
which was part of the jewels she brought along 
with her. ' ~'Iother, I found this ring some time 
since; I know not the value of it, but btlieve it 
may be worth some money: I beg you would ac­
cept of it, as a proof of my acknowledgment for 
your charity towards me; and likewise I desire 
you to buy me a habit, and linen, that I may ap­
pear I ike the other sheph~rde$se; of this country.' 
The queen was very much surpri ed to see so 
noble a ring, and told her, that I.e would not take 
it, but would keep it for her; and that she would 
send to a little town that was hard by, for a nice 
country habit, shoes, &c. complete. 

When Carpillona was thus dressed, she appeared 
more charming than Aurora. The prince neglected 
nothing on hi.s part, but adorned his hat, sc1 ip, 
and crook, with flower , and carriet.l her a nosegay, 
which he presented with all the f.,ar of a lover, 
and which she rect:i,·ed "ith some consternation, 
though she neither wanted pre~eucc ofmimlnor wit. 
\Vhen she was with him, ~he hardly c,·er spoke, 
but was always \·ery thou••htful, a-; wa5 he himself. 
\\hen he went a bunting, in ·tead or pursuing his 
game, whenever he found a propt r place to enter­
tain himself with the thought o · his beloved Car­
pillona, he would stop all on a sudden, and in th<lt 
solitary retirement make ver es and songti on his 
shepherdes ·, often talking to the rocks, wood;;, 
and birds: and in short, he lo5t all ~hat gaiety of 
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temper which made him seek after the company 
of the young shepherds. But as it is hard to love, 
and not fear what we love, he dreaded so much 
the making his shepherdess angry by declaring him­
s<::lf, that he durst scarce ever speak to her; and 
though she observed very well that he preferretl 
her before all others, and that preference ought to 
assure her of his sentiments, yet she could not but 
be in some pain for his silence. Sometimes she 
would be overjoyed, and would say to herself, 'If 
he really does love me, how shall I receive the de­
claration of his passion? If 1 should be angry, I 
perhaps shall be the cause of his death; and if I 
be not, I shall die myself with shame and grief. 
·what, sha~l I , who am born a princess, hearken to 
a poor shepherd? Ah! too base weakness; I shall 
never consent. My heart ought not to change with 
my apparel; I have but too much to reproach my­
self with since I have been here.' As the prince 
had a thousand natural charms in his voice (and 
perhaps had he not sung so well, the princess, 
prepossessed in his fa.vour, would have liked to 
hear him), she would often engage him to sing; 
and the songs he made choice of had always some­
thing so tender and engaging in them, that she 
could not forbear expressing a pleasure, v.hich in­
spired him with th e more boldness; and one day, 
he went to the river-side, to a place shaded by 
05iers and willows, and whither he knew th at Car­
pilloua Jed her fto(;k every day, and with a nail 
wrote ou the bark of one of the trees these l}nes: 

'In this retreat, in vain do I 
Find peace and pleasure rei gn; 

Where love the freedom of a sigl1 
Denies, to ease my pain.' 

The princess surprised him just as he l1ad made 
an end: he alfected to seem confounded, and after 
some n.oments of oilence, said to her, ' You see an 
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unhappy shepherd, who complains to the most in-
1-ensible things, when be ought to complain to none 
but you.' She made no answer, but casting down 
her eyes, gave him the opportunity he wanted to 
declare his sentiments. While he was speaking, 
l1er thoughts were wholly taken up how she ought 
to take what she heard from a mouth that was not 
iudifferent to her; but her inclination engage'd her 
to excuse him. ' He is ignorant,' said she to her­
self, 'of my birth; therefore his temerity is par­
donable: he loves me, and thinks me his equal; 
but should he know my rank, will not the gods 
themselves, who are so much abo,·e us, will not 
they accept of the hearts of mortals? Are they 
augry because they are loved? Well, shepherd,' 
said she, turning herself towards him, 'I pity you; 
and that is all I can do for you : I will not love, I 
haYe misfortune~ enough already. Alas! what 
would be my condition, if, to augment my calami­
ties, my da.YS should be burdened with an engage­
ment r' ' Ah! shepherdess,' cried he, 'say rather, 
that if you haYe any troubles, nothing is 1nore ca­
pable to sweeten them. I will partake of all of 
them; my study shall !Je to please you; you may 
repose on me the care of your flock.' 'I wish to 
hea,•en,' aid she, 'tbat I had no other reason to 
be uneasy.' 'What others <:an you ha,·e,' sa id he, 
with an ea~er concern, ' being so beautiful, so 
youncr, so free from ambition, and so little versed 
with the vain urandeurs of a court? But without 
doubt, you love here some happy rival, which ren­
ders you inexorable towanJ.s me.' Pronouncing 
these last words, he changed eountenance, became 
melancholy, and was cruelly tormented with this 
thought. ' [ will there agree with you,' replied 
she; 'you have a riYal: but then he is one hated 
anJ abhon ed. You had never seen me, but that 
the nece5 ·ity of avoiding his pressing instances 
obliged me to fly from him.' '.Perhaps, shep­
herdess,' said he, 'you will fly from me too; for if 
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you hated !Jim only because he loved _you, I am 
sure I am· to be hated the most of all men.' '\Vhe- · 
ther it be,' replied she, 'that 1 don ' t belit\·e him, 
<>r that 1 look more favourably upon you, I am 
sensible I shall not fly from you as r have done 
from him.' The shepherd was transported with 
joy at these obliging words, anu from that day 
neglected 11.0 opportunity to please the princess . ' 

Every day he gathered the finest flowers to make 
garlands for her, and arlomed her crook with rib­
bons. IIe never would suffer her to be exposed to 
the sun; but whenever she came along the river­
side with her flock, be would cut down branches 
of trees, and form an arbour wherever there was a 
pleasant situation . All the trees thereabouts bore 
her ciphers, and verseo in praise of her beauty. 
The young princess saw all these testimonies of 
the shepherd's passion; she lo\'ed secretly, lnit 
durst never examine her heart, for fear of finding 
there sentiments too tender. The young shepherd's 
love for his shepherLless could not long be kept 
secret, but was discovered, as well as applauded, 
by every one; for who could lind fBult where all 
was love ?. All who saw them, said, they were 
born for each other; that they were both perfect 
beauties; that it was the work of the gods, that 
fortune made their country so happy; an.d that 
they must neglect nothing to detain thei:n. Car- . 
pillona felt a "ecret joy to hear the public praises 
in favour of a swain she thought so amiable; but 
then thinking of the difference that was between 
them, she was somewhat chagrined, but purposed 
not to diocover who 5he was, that she might in­
dulge her heart the more. The king and queen, 
who were extremely fond of them both, we1 e no 
way s disp leased at this growing passion: they 
looked ou the prince as their own son, ancl wen~ no 
less taken with the perfections of tile sheplwrdess. 
'Was she no t sent by Amazona,' said they, 'who 
fought the centaur? Without doubt tbat wise fairy 

VOL. I!. F 
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has destined them for each other ; therefore we 

must wait her orders.' 
Things were in this condition; the prince com­

plained always of Carpi Ilona's indifference, because 

she carefully concealed her sentiments from him; 

when being one day out a hunting, he could not 

avoid a ful'ious bear that came 5uddenly out of the 

hollow of a rock, and had devoured him, had not 

his courage been seconded by his activity. After 

having struggle<.! a long time upon th top of the 

mountain, they both at last rolled down together. 

Carptllona at that very time was stopped with her 

companions in that place, yet could not see what 

passed on the top of the hill. But what a condi­

tion were they all in, when they saw a man anJ a 

bear tumbling down together? The princess soon 

knew her shepherd, and ~ent out cries of fear and 

grief;' all the shepherdesses ran away; but Jove 

redoubling the princess's co urage, she was so bold 

as to run the iron of her crook down iuto the ter­

rible monster's thro<Lt, and to g ive her lover some 

assistance; who, when he saw her, for fear she 

might partake of his danger, raised hi co urage to 

such a height, tl at he uo longer thought of pre­

serving h1s own life, but only to secure hers; and 

indeed kJlled his enemy JU St at her feet: at the 

r.ame time be fell down half dead with the loss of 

blood from two wounds he receh·ed. 

IJow cruel a sight was it fo r her to see his 

clothe~ all dyed with blood! ·ue could not 5peak; 

her face was dro\ ·ned in tears; she laid his head 

in her lap, and al l on a sudden breaking sil ence, 

said, • Shepherd, if you die, 1'11 d1e 11 ith you. In 

vain have I concealed my ecret thought : know 

then now, tl at my l1fe is attached to yours.' 

'What c~n I wish for morr, fair shtpherdess ?' 

cried he, in a faint voice: ' whatever behls me, 

my fate now will always be happy.' 
By thi time the shepherdesses who fled returned 

with several shephetds, and assisted the prince and 
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the princess, who by that time was in as bad a 
condition: but while they were cutting down the 
branches of trees to make a sort of litter for them, 
the fairy Amazona appeared among them. 'Be 
not concerned,' said she ; 'let me touch the young 
shepherd.' Then taking him by tile llaud, and put­
ting her golden casque upon his head, she said, 
'Dear shepherd, 1 forbid thee from being sick.' 
Hereupon he soon got up, and tlte visor of the 
casque bemg up, there appeared a martial air in 
his face, and his eyes, wl11ch were bnght.and live-­
ly, answert>d thl' hopes which t-he fairy couc:eived. 
He was amazed at the manner of his cure, and the 
majesty that appeared tl troughout her whole per­
son; and, trauspot ted wtth admiration, joy, and 
acknowledgment, cast himself at her feet. ' Great 
queen,' satd he, 'I was dan gerously wounded; one 
glance from your e_yes, and one word from your 
mouth, has cured me. But, alas! I have a wound 
in my heart that I will not be cured of; vouchsafe 
only to assuage the pain, and meud my fortune, 
since 1 cannot partake of it, such as it is, with this 
fair shephenless.' 'lbe princess bluohed to hear 
him speak after this manner: she knew tltat the 
fairy Amazona was not ignoran t who she was, and 
feared lest she should blame her for giving hopes 
to a lover so much below l1er; insomuch that she 
durst not look up: uut the sighs that escaped Iter 
breast ra1sed some pity Ill that of tJ,e fairy's. 'Car­
pillona,' satd she, 'this she[Jhenl 1s not unworthy 
your esteem; and you, shr. pherd, who de>ire so 
much the change of your condition, as,ure your­
self of a mosl illu~trious fate.' And then she dis­
appeared. l he shepherds and she[Jilerdesses con ­
du cted them back in triumph to their hamlet, 
placing the LWO lovers in the midst of them, and 
crowned them w1th flo11 ers, as a token of the vic­
tory tl!ey haJ gained over the terrillle bear, which 
they brought after thent, singing verses on the tell· 
uerness of Carpillona to the prince. 
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When they came to the shepherd Sublimus, they 

told him all that had haJ,pened; with what cou­

rage the shepherd had defended himself a2:a1u~t the 

bear, and with what genero~ity the shepherdess had 

assisted him; and, in short, what tht fairy Ama­

zona had done. The king, overjoyed at this rela­

tion, ran to acquaint the queen of it. 'Without 

doubt,' said he, 'this boy and g1rl are above the 

yuJgar; tbeir eminent pe1 fection , their beauty, 

and the care of the fairy Amazoua, ;how some­

thing extraordinary. This discourse put the queen 

in mind of the diamond nnp; Carpi .. oua had gi,en 

her. ' I have always forgot,' sa1d she, ' to ;how 

you a ring which this young ;hepherdess put into 

my hand~ with au uncommon air of ElTandeur, de­

siring me to accept of it, and to furnbh her fur it 

with such clothes as they wear 10 th15 coun_ry.' 

'Is the stone fine~· replied the king. • 1 never 

looked much <:tit,' said the quet;n, • but here it i,;' 

and pre~ented it to him. • o sooner hac! ue li:,ed 

his eyes on it, but he cried out, ' \ e ~od~! what is 

this I behold I \\hat, do ) ou not :mow a pre,ent 

which I recei,•ed from your hand;~ · At tbe .arne 

time he touched a lttlle ~pnng, the dtamoud flew 

up, and the queeo aw her own picture, wtJtcll ~he 

had drawn to give the kiDg, and whicL she llatl tied 

about her little daugnter ~ nec·k, for her to play 

with, 11 hen she nuroed her iu the to' er. las! 

my dtar,' s •• id olle, ' wll«t stran~e adventure is 

this! it rene,,-s all my !!rief,: but let us tdik to 

the shepherdess, and end.,, vo••r to learn more.' 

1Jpon lhi; she CrtllE'd Lar!Jillona, and atd, 'I 

have wai eJ ltll now, cl1ild, for a confe ·sion from 

you, which would ha' e g1\ eu much more pie·­

sure had 1t carne fro:n you without being pr seJ 

to it; but, :,iuce you t.U continue to couccal 

from us who you are, 1t IS pro1,er to inform ) ou 

tha we know, and thal the Illlg you gave me has 

discon:red thi~ nddle.' • ~\Ia ! moth r,' repliecl' 

the princess, falling on her knees by her, ' it was 
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not for want of confidence that 1 concealed my 
rank from you, but that f thought it might bt! a 
trouble to you to see a rrincess reduced to my 
condition. 

'My father was king of the Peaceable Islands ; 
but his reign being ui~turbed by an usurper, he 
and my mother were both confined in a strong 
tower. After three years imprisonment, they found 
the means, by the assistance of one of their guards, 
and the favour of the night, to escape. They let 
me--clown in a basket; but the cord breaking, I fell 
into the lake which surrounded the castle, where 
I was taken up by some li~!Jermen, who just then 
were drawing in their nets, wluch they had thrown 
out for some carp, which the moat was well stored 
with. .But, alas! how were the fishermen deceived 
in their hopes ! for by my weight tht:y were in ex­
pectation of a good drau ght. When they first saw 
me, they thought of throwing me in again; but at 
last they resolved to leave me in the net, and carry 
me to the tyrant, who, being informed of the flight 
of my family, knew me to he an unhappy destitute 
princess. Ilis wife, who had no children, pitying, 
and having some mcliuation for me, took me, and 
brought me up under the name of Carpillona, per­
haps ,1·ith a design that 1 might have no notion of 
my birth; but my heart has always told me who I 
am; and it is sometimes a misfortune to have sen­
timents so little conformable to one's fortune . .But, 
as the ,greatest prosperity is n~t to be depended on, 
a neighbouring prince, ·who was crooked, and went 
by the name of the Humpbacked Prince, coming, 
at the head of a gallant army, deprived the usurper 
of my father's crown of his ill-golten power . This 
change of the tyrant's fortune rendered mine still 
wor:>e; the conqueror took me with him as the 
greate~t omament of his triumph, and determined 
to marry me, whether 1 consented or not. In this 

extremity I betook myself to flight, dre.ssed like a. 
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~11epherdess, and leading a cow; and was met 
by the priu<:e, who umlouhtedly harl known me 
agaiu, if the fa1ry Amazona had not generously 
givtn me a no~egay of gilliflowers to secure me­
from my enemies. l-< eithtr, my good mother,' 
continued the pnncess, 'd iJ she do a less cha­
r itable action m recommentlmg me to you: and 
if 1 declared not my rank ~ooner, it "as not 
through distru t, but only to spare your gnef. 
Not,' pursuE:d she, 'that [ complain; for I ntver 
knew any tranquillity till the day I was received 
by you; and I must own, that a country l1fe i; so 
sweet and 1nnoc~nt, that I prefer it before that of 
a court.' 

As she poke with gre>~.t earnestness, she observ­
ed not that the queen mel teJ wto tear , and that 
the kmg's eyes watered; but she had no sooner 
d one, than tuey both strove to clasp her in their 
arms, where they held her a long time without 
beinf( able to pronounce one word. She melted 
and cried, after their example; and it is hard to 
express the agree.tble trouble the>e three ill us­
trion;> persons were in. At last the queen, making 
an efl'o1 t upon herself, saitl, 'ls it possible, my 
dear cbdd, that, after all my sorrow for thy fatal 
loss, Heaven bhould re tore thee to thy mother, to 
comf01 t her in her m1 ·fortunes. Behold, my child, 
the breast that suckled thee in thy tender years? 
Behold the kmg thy fat!Jer, the author of thy 
day ! \\ ith what transports shall we solemnize 
the return of a child which IIeavcn in it anger 
deprived us of!' 'And 1, illu&trious mother and 
queen,' cried the pnncess, casting herself at her 
feet, 'by what ex pre sions and actions shall I 
make you both understand the fo,•e and re~pect 
I owe you, since 1 find you the dear sanctuary 
to my misfortunes, when I dur t not flatter my­
self with ever seeing yon again?' Then they all 

renewed their caresses; and thus ~orne houn 
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glided away. Carpillona after this retirec.l, having 
first been forbid by her father aud mother to speak 
of what had passed. 

The princess, in regard to indifferent persons, 
observed their commands punctually, but could 
not keep the secret from her young shepherd; so 
hard a thing it is to conceal any thing from a per­
son we love. She reproached herself a thousand 
times for not having discovered her birth to him. 
' How great would his ob-ligation have been,' said 
she,' if be had known, that~ being born to a throne, 
I should stoop so low as to him; but, alas! what 
difference does lo\Te make between a sceptre a.nd 
a crook? Can this chimerical grandeur, which we 
boast so much of, can it satisfy our sou ls? No, 
virtue alone has there a right; it sets us above a 
crown, and ca.n free us from it. The shepherd 
that loves me is wise, witty, and amiable: what 
ca.n a prince be more?' As she abandoned herself 
to these reflections, she saw him at her feet, he 
having followed her to the river side; and was 
presented by him with a garland of flowers, the 
variety of which was charming. 'From whence 
come you, fair shepherdess,' said he; 'I havt been 
seeking you some hours, and haYe waited some 
others with impatience?' 'Shepherd,' said she, 'I 
have been taken up with a very surprising adven­
ture, and reproach myself for being so long silent; 
but remember that this mark of my confidence re­
quires an eternal secrecy. I am a princess: my 
father was a king, whom I find in the person of 
the shepherd Sublimus.' The prince was so con­
founded and surprised at this news, that he had 
not power to interrupt her, though she related the 
history of her life with all imaginable beauty: so 
great were his fears, lest this wise shepherd, since 
he was a king, should refuse him his daughter; or 
that she, reflecting on the differenee between a 
princess and himself, should fall off some day 
from those te3timonies of kindnes3 she had given-
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h im. 'Ab! madam,' said the melancholy prince, 
' I am a lost man, I must renounce this life: you 
are born to a crown, and have found yo~H father 
and mother. For my part, I aUl an unhappy 
wretch, that knows neither his country nor rela­
tions; an eagle wa my nurse, and he1· nest my 
<'radle: if you have had some favourable regard 
to me, it will be returuecl you.' The princesg 
mused a moment or t'I':O, and, without returning 
ilny answer to what he said, took her bodkin out 
<:~f her hair, and wrote 011 the bark of a tree : 

Equal passion can your heart return? 

The prince immediately wrote this verse: 

A thousand times more ardently I burn. 

·'lrhe princess wrote under it: 

Thank Fortune for this lucky main, 
To love, and to be loved again. 

The prince, transported with joy, cast himself at 
l1er feet, and, taking one of her hands, said, 'Ador­
~ble princess, you flatter my affiicted heart, and 
by this new bounty presern my life: remember 
wh:~t you haYe written in my favour.' 'I llm not 
cnpable of forgettiug,' said she, with a gracious 
air: ' depend upon my heart; it is more interested 
in your btbalf than my own.' Their conYersatiou, 
w;t);out douLt, had been longer, had they had 
more time; but they were then obliged to gather 
up their flocks, and retum home. 

A 11 thi.s time the king and C'J ueen conferred to­
gether uron Carpillona's behaviour toward the 
young shepherd . While she was unknown to them, 
they approved of tho·e growing flames that kin­
dled in their soul ; the perfect beauty wherewith 
ll eaveu had eudo·wed them, the wit and graces 
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which accompanied all their actions, made them 
desire an everlasting union: but when they looked 
upon her with a different eye, as their own daugh­
ter, and on the shepherd as an unfortunate babe, 
exposed to the fury of the wild beasts, they re­
solved to tell Carpillona that sbe shou ld not enter­
tain him any more with flattering hopes, but should 
declare to him that she would not settle in that 
country. After this determination of theirs, the 
queen called her in, and with a great deal of ten­
d erness told her all that had passed: but what 
words were capable to calm so violent a diororder? 
The youngl)rincess strove in vain to constrain her­
self; her fare was sometimes as red as scarlet, and 
another while as pale as death; and the languish­
ing of her eyes discovered but too much the state 
she was in. Ah! how did she then repent her con­
fession! Nevertheless, she assured her mother, 
wi th great submission, that she would obey her 
commands; and then retiring, had much to do to 
get to her bed, where, bursting into tears, she 
passed the night in uttering he1· complaints and 
regrets . 

The next morning she arose, to lead her flock to 
feed; but, i.n~Lead of going towardti the 1 i\'er, went 
directly to a wood, wbe1 e 1) ing down upon the 
grass, and lealllng upon her eli:Jow, sbe fell into a 
deep musing. The prim·e, who cou ld not be quiet 
wbere she was not pre, ent, sought a ll about for 
her , and, finding he r, pre , enled himself to her 
sight; who no oouer saw lum but she shr ieked 
out, as if she had been suq. ri.sed. and, rising with 
precipitation, left him without lookin<J; once at 
him. lie stood some tim~ like one thunder-struck 
at such unu,;ual bel1<tviour; but, recoveri ng him­
self, followed her, aud, stopping he1·, sa1d, 'What, 
shepherdess, would you, in givinr; me dE:ath, de­
pri ve yourself of Llie pleasure of seeing me ex­
pire before your eyes? You have chan!!cd in · re­
gard to your shepl1erd, and no longer remembeJ 

E'2 
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what you promised but yesterday.' 'Alas!' said 

~he, 'casting he1· eyes melancholily upon him, 

' what crime do you accuse me of? 1 am mistra­

ble, and tied down by commands which I cannot 

evade: pity me, and leave me wherever _you see 

me.' '::llust I,' cried he, folding hi~ arms in an 

air of despair, 'must I fly you, divine princess? 

and can so cruel an order, <tnd one so little deserv­

ed, be pronouncetl by you ) our elf! What would 

you have become of me? And can that flattering 

hope, to which you was so willing that. 1 should 

abandon myself, extinguish, and I li\'e ?' .1\t the'e 

wo1 d · Carpi tiona, \\hose grief was not le:;s vio­

lent than her lover' , fell speechle~s and void of 

life at hi feet; at which si~ht he wa · agitated 

with a thousand difl'erent thoughts; but the con­

cliti on his beloved mistress was in, told him that 

her l.eart had no part in the orders she then qave 

him, 'lhich dirninisLed in some mea·ure his sor­

ro~s. lJ owe,·er, he lo t not a moment to a%ist 

her: a sp1 in!;', which ran softly alon!{ the grass, 

ati01·ued him water to throw in her face; and 

some Cur·ids, wno were hid bthiutl a bush, h'lve 

told their comrades since, that he was so bold 

as to stea l a i, i ~- \\ hether it be true or not, 

the channing ~hepherdess pre ently opened h~:r 

Je5, and, pushing her ]OYely Sh('pherd from her, 

~rid,' J:ly and be gone; how an•>ry will my mo­

tl:er I e if 5be should come!' ' \\ h;1t,' said he, 

• must I lea\ 1\ ) ou, then, to be de,·oured by 

,-.-ohes and bear·, or, during a long ~woon, to be 

~lt111g in thi · olitary r-lace by some serpent or 

- p ~· es, saitl ue, 'we mu;t hazard all, rather 

th~m di,pleu. e the queen.' 
Jlurin,; t.lls com·~:rsation, in which their ten­

der looks ha1\ no small sha1·e, the fairy, their 

protectrix, appeared in the king's chdrnber, armed 

a- bcfo1 e; a~.d, adtlrc.sing her df to the quctn, 

said, ' You are no wa) s grateful, mad01m, for t l:e 

pre_ nt I mill.itl you of your daughter, who '' ou!Ll 
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have been drowned in the net but for roe, since 
you are upon- the point of killing with grief the 
young shepherd with whom I trusted you. Think 
n ot of the difference that may be between him 
a11d Carpillona; it is time to unite them: think, 
illustrious Sublimus,' said she to the king, ' of 
their marringe; I wish it, and you will have no 
reason to repent it.' After these words, without 
waiting for an answer, she left them nothing re­
maining to their view but long rays of light, like 
those of the sun. 

The king and queen were equall_y surprised, 
and both felt a secret joy that the fairy 's com­
mands were so positive. ' It is no longer to be 
doubted,' said the king, ' but that ,this unknown 
shepherd is of a birth agreeable to Carpillona, 
since their protectrix has -too much justice to 
unite two persons of unequal rank . 'Twas she 
that saved our child in the l~ke, where she must 
inevitably have perished. How have we deserved 
her protection?' , -I h<Lve often heard say,' re­
plied the q1,1een, 'that there are good and ill fa i­
ries, and that they have a friendship or an aver­
sion to families, according to their genius; and 
certainly Amazona is favourable to us.' As they 
were talking _in this manne-r, the princess came in, 
a drooping, languishing air appearing in her face. 
The prince, who durst not follow her but at a 
distance, came some time after ; but so great a 
melancholy hung upon him, that it was sufficient 
to look at him to know all that passed in his soul : 
and, durin g dinner-time, these two poor lovers, 
who nsed to make all the mirth, opened not their 
mouths; nor d urst they so much as look at one 
another. When the cloth was taken away, the 
king went into his little garden, and bade the 
shepherd follow him. At this order he turned 
p-a le, an extraordinary shivering g lided tl1rouglt 
his vein s ; and Carpillona wa s afraid her father 
was going to send him away; so dreadful were 
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the apprehensions of both. Sub limus went into a 
green arbo ur, wher~>, sitting down, and looking 
u pon the prince, he sa1d, 'Son, you know with 
:what love I have brought you up; I have always 
regarded you as a pre~ent made me by the gods 
t o support and comfort me in my old age: but a 
greater proof of my fneud;hip to you, is the 
choice I make of yo u for my daughter Carpil­
l ona, the loss of whom you have heard me so 
often deplore; but that same I rovidence that re­
restored her to me has ordained her for you.' 
' A h ! father,' cried the pnnce, casting himself at 
his feet, ' dare I flatter myself with what I hear? 
Am I so happy as to be your choice, or is this 
only to know my sent1ments for that beautiful 
shepherdess!' ' , o, my dear sou,' said the king ; 
' float no longer thus between hope and fear ; I 
:am resolved to celebrate your nuptials within a 
few days.' 'You heap too many obligations upon 
me,' replied the prince, embracing his knees; 'and 
i f I do not sufficiently explain my acknowledg­
ments, it proceeds from the excess of my joy.' 
The king made bim rise, and professed great value 
and friendship for him; and, though he did not 
acquaint h1m with the greatness of his rank, he 
said enough to let him know that his birth was 
n1uch al,ove his present condition. 

Carpillona could not be easy, but must follow 
them into the gat·den, where she observed all that 
passed from heb ind some lrees; and seeing her 
lover at her father's feet, she believed he might 
be entreating l1im not to condemn him to a cruel 
b~nishment; and, desiring to know no more, fled 
into the fore~t, runnin g like a fawn before the 
dogs, fearing: neither the fierceness of the wild 
beasts, nor the thorns or briers, which tore her ou 
all sides. The echoes repeated her complaints; 
and she seemed to seek nothing but death. Iu 
the mean time her shepherd, impatient to tell her 
the joyful news, made all imaginable ha te to fol · 
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low her and find her out. ' Where are you, my 

shepherdess,' cried he; ' where are you, my lovely 

Carpillona: if you hear me, fly me not; we shall 

both be happy.' In pronouncing these words, 

l1e perceived her surrounded in the bottom of a 

vale by several hunters, who were endeavouring 

to put her behind a little hump-backed man. At 

this sight, and the cries of his mistress, who 

wanted assistance, he flew like an arrow out of 

a bow; and, having no other arms but his sling, 

he let fly a stone, which hit the crooked prince 

full on his forehead, and knocked !11m off his 

horse, who brought the princess down with him. 

By that time the prince came to them himself, 

and endeavoured to defend his dear shepherdess 

against those ravishers ; but all his resiotance was 

to no purpose ; they took him as well as her, and 

had sacrificed him to their rage, had not the crook­

backed prince made a sign to them to save him, 

that he might put him to the most cruel torments. 

So that they then only contented themselves with 

binding him and the princess, and in such a man­

ner that they could talk to one another; and, 

after having . made a sort of litter to carry their 

wounded prince in, went away wtthout being seen 

by any of the shepherds, who might have given 

Sublimus an account of the misfortune of these 

young lovers. Notwithstanding, we may easily 

imagine his and the queen's concern when night 

came and they saw them not; who, with al l the 

shepherds of that neighbourhood, sought several 

days for them. 
Now, before 1 proceed any further, it will not 

be amiss to say, that the crooked prince had not 

forgot Carpi Ilona; and that when he was not 

employed with the affairs of statE', or acting some 

horrid murder, he used to go a hunting, and stay 

out for seven or eight days. It was at one of 

these long buntings that he saw the princess cross 

a path i and the liveliness of her srief made hu 
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give so little attention to what might befal her, 
that she took not the no~egay of gi lliftowers with 
her: so that he knew her as soon as he saw her. 

But to return to the shepherd and shepherdess: 
the shepherd cried out, 'Alas! this is the greatest 
of all mi fortunes; we \\ere just upon the point 
of being united together.' And then he told her 
all that passed between Sublimus and him. 1t is 
no hard matter to comprehend the regret of Car­
pillona, who, burHing forth afre h into tear , said, 
' I shall co t you your life ; I lead you, for 
whom I would 5hed the la:;t drop of my blood, to 
a horrid puni,;hment: I am the cause of this mis­
fortune; and, through my own impn1dence, have 
fallen into the inhuman hantls of my Joost cruel 
persecutor.· 

Witn this kind of di>course they entertained 
one another till they arrived at the capital cit_v, 
where the good old king, the father of this wicked 
and crooked prmce, wa:> informed that his son was 
brought in a l1tter, ha,·ing receiv d, by a stone 
out a sling, a wound from a younrr shepherd, in 
defence of a shepherdess, and that he wa in grtat 
danger. At this news Ule king was very much 
concerned, and ordered the shepherd to be put 
intQ a dungeon; and the like fate tbe Princess 
Carpillona underwent, by a private order of the 
prince, who re:>OI\'ed to make her consent to marry 
him, or to put her to the severest torments. But 
it seemed that these two lovers were only parted 
by a slight partition, the board3 of which being 
not joined dose, they had the sati.faction of see­
ing each other, when the sun hone in at noon; 
and, for the remainder of their time, had the more 
liberty to entertain their sorrows. They said all 
the tender and passionate tbiogs heart o deeply 
touched coulci inYent, and exprt:ssed themselves 
in such movin" terms, that they often dissolved 
into tears. The creatures of the prince came 
every day to the Fince>s, to threateu her with a 
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speedy death, if she did not accept the honour he 

did her. She received all their propo&als with a 

firmness of mind and an air of disrlain, insomuch 

that they began to despair of their undertaking. 

'Fear nothing, my dear shepherd,' said she, ' the 

dread of the most cruel torments cannot make me 

unfaithful, we will die together, if we cannot 

live so.' ' Fair princess,' replied he, ' do you 

think to comfort me? Alas! would it not be 

more easy to me to see you in the arms of this 

mon&ter, than in thE:: hands of an executioner?' 

In short, these sentiments of his were not relished 

by her; she accused him of weakness, and assured 

him she would show him <tn example, and die with 

con rage. 
1he prince's wound growing better, his love, 

enraged with the continual denials of the princess, 

made him resolve to sacrifice ht:r, with the young 

shepherd, to his rage; and, to that end, appointed 

a day for this dismal tr::tgedy, and desired the 

king, and all the lords of the kingdom, to be pre­

!:.ent; and for himself, he came in an open litter, 

to glut his eyes with tl1is ho rrid sight. The king, 

not knowmg the f'rincess Carpillona was a pri­

soner, when he S:J.w her bound with her governess, 

who was condemned to suffer the same fate a~ 

herself anrl shepherd, who appeared as bright as 

the sun, ordered them to be brought to him upon 

the terrass, where he was with his court; and not 

waiting for the pnncess's making her complaint 

for the ill and base usage she had received, cut 

the cords wherewith sll~ wfl.s bound; and after­

wards looking upon the shepherd, found his bow­

els yearn with tenderne~s and compassion. ' Rash 

youth,' said he, spt:al-. ing to him with all the hanh­

ness be was master of, ' what could inspire thee 

with so muc:h boldness, as to «.ltack so great :1 

prince, and to reduce him almost to death'' Tbe 

shepherd, sh0 11 ing an a\\ ful respect, and a con­

fidence unknown to him bLfore, replied, \li th a 
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wonderful intrepidity, 'Great monarch, the dan­
ger which I saw that fair prince s in, was the OC· 

casion of this rash action; I knew not your son, 
and much lt!sS in an attempt so violent, and so 
muciJ below a prince.' As he spoke, he invigorated 
his discourse by raising his voiC'e and his gesture, 
wherein his arm lay bare, and the arrow where­
with he was marked appeared too vi;1ble not to 
be percei,•ed by the king, who cried out, ' 0 hea­
vens! am I deceived, or have 1 found my on 
again, whom 1 had lost?' ' ~ o, great king,' said 
the fairy Amazona, mounted in the air upon a 
stately horse, ' you are not deceivtd; behold thy 
son, whom I preserved in an eagle's nest, where 
he was carried by the order of his barbarous bro­
ther, for the loss of whom he must be thy com­
fort.' And, as she made an end of these words, 
she flew at the guilty prince, and with her lance 
pierced Ius heart, which reduced him preoently to 
ashes. 

After this the fairy went to the terrass, and pre­
sented the pnnce. no longer now a shephercl, wilh 
a suit of annour, say in;; to him, ' 1 hr:se I pro­
mised thee; and with thee thou shalt be in,· ul­
nerable, and the greate3t warnor iu the world.' 
llereupon there were heard 10 the air the sound­
ings of trumpets and all manuer of warlike instru­
ments, wh1cb were followed w1th a oft and melo­
dious ympnony to word. in the praise or the 
prince and ptmce>s. 1 he fairy aHghted from off 
her horse, placed herself by the km", and desired 
him to ~ive orde1s for soltnu1izin~ the marriag('; 
and tben commanded a geniu , that appeared at 
her call, to go and retcn the !llu trion · and royal 
shepherd and hi> f,unily; wh1ch immediate! went, 
and returned w1th tllem. \\hat a satisf«ct1on w~s 
this, after sucn lona troubles! The palace was 
filled with cries of JOY, and none wa C'ver equal 
to that of the e two king and their childrtn. 'l'he 
nupti;ds were celebrated with great magniticence; 
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after which the kind fairy took her leave, and clis­

app.,ared. The l\:ing Sublimus returned to his own 

dominions; Carpillona li\'ed with her dear spouse 

in all imaginable pleasure; and the old king. over­

foyed to see a son so worthy of his love, grew 

young again with the satisfaction he enjoyed, and 

lengthened out his days some time longer. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE GENTLEMAN­

CITIZEN. 

THE story of the Princess Carpillona was too well 
liked and approved of by all the company, for 
them to be irnpttient for their dtnner; and just as 
it was made an end of, Madame de St. Thomas ap­
peared at the end of tbe walk, rustling in her stiff 
silks: and as she always loved to be somewhat sin­
gular, and having seen, on screen and fans, blacks 
carrying umbrellas, she bethought herself of pro­
viding one ; and to that enrl made choice of a 
farmer's little boy, who had very much the features, 
and rubbed his face and hands over with soot and 
ink: but when the soot came upon his lips, the 
bitterness was so g1 eat, that he would not suffer 
both to be blacked, but only the under one. The 
baroness then made another exception again t the 
length of his ha1r, but the farmer's wife would uot 
let it he cut off: but, in short, after several threats, 
my lady was forced to submit, and tllis new-mould­
ed black carried her umbrella. 

The baron knew nothing of all this; but when 
she made her appearance, they all, except her bus­
band, burst out into laughter: for the black, with 
his red lip and long hair, was no less singular in 
hi kind than she was in her . The e Paris dames, 
who alfe<'ted as much freedom and coquetry as 
she preciseness and formality, rose up immedi­
ately, and running with open arms, and embracing 
her till they had like to have stifled her, said, 
• Good.morrow, dear madam ; how glad are we to 
see you! You have heard of the accident that 
befel our coach, which underwent the same fat~ alo • 
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Phaeton's chariot.' 'You mean, ladies.' answered 

M adame St. Thomas, with an air of contempt and 

instructio n, 'Apollo's, who was so imprudent as 

to lend him his: tbet efore you should not say 

Phaeton's chariot, but that which A polio lE\ut him.' 

'Oh! madam,' said the wtdow, 'you are mistress 

of an exactness. of which l am not so mindful.' 

'Yes,' replted the barouess.; 'we no more want 

that here in the country, than they who live in 

town.' '.And why so much good sense ?' added 

Madame de Lure. ' 1 pretend to as nwch,' an­

swered the baroness; ' and know as well when I 

read it, and sr;eak it.' 
· Monsieur de St. 'fhomas, knowing his wife to be 

very nice upon the point of ceremony, never dis­

puted but that she was chagrined , that a citizen, 

richly dressed, as Madame Rouet was, shou ld use 

so much freedom as to say 'my de ar' at the first 

word; and ftaring a rupture, presented his hand 

to the new-married lady, and obliged the viscount 

to do the same by the widow. The prior, after 

their example, offered to help the baroneos for­

ward; who, displeased with that expression, and 

being out of humour t..efore, said, with tire in her 

eyes, ' What! am I so weak or old as to stand in 

need of a support, or i ~ this a designed a1front ?' 

To which he, knowing she wanted an excuse to 

fall out with somebody, made no reply. lJowever, 

she still grumbled to herself; anrl see ing that these 

ladies looked upon her black witl1 great surprise, 

and had something to do to constrain their laugh­

ter again, she said, ' Ladies, you seem amazed at 

sometl1ing that belongs to me; pray what is it?' 

'Upon my word,' said Madame de Rouet, '1 never 

in my life saw such a black as this at Pari5.' 

'011 ! Paris,' rep! iecl Madame St. Thomas; ' 1 war­

rant nothing can be right but what comes from 

thence.' 'B ut,' sa id Madame de Lure, 'you will 

allow this boy's paint to be extraordinary.' ' In­

d~ed,' replied the baroness, laughing in her tuii~>, 



116 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

' some daub with white, and Some with black.~ 
Madame de Rouet, apply mg thi5 piece of pleasantry 
to herself, returned rt again wrtb inlerest; which 
put the baron, w!Jo was a man of ~rood manners, 
into some pain, that thrs first visit should be a t­
tended with such piquant refiectious: he therefore 
endeavoured to repair all by hi5 praises, whieh 
being given upropoo, created a more se11 ib\e plea­
sure in these ladies, than his wife 's ill temper had 
given them cbagrm ; who made au excuse, after 
dinner, to go into her chaUlber for something she 
had forgot. But a3 they talked on various subjects, 
at last the discourse happening to fall on Dandi­
nardiere, the prior told very agreeably all his quar­
rels w1th his neighbour and l\Ir. Robert, and his 
great inclination to Don Quixotism ; and we may 
be sure Alain's fooleries were not forgotten. 

The stories that were told of !Jim r"ised in these 
ladies a great desire to see him; wh1ch the baron 
told them mi9;l)t easily be done. if they would give 
themselves the trouult to l!O up iuto his chamber. 
'Well,' 5aid the prior, ' I '11 go and tell him of the 
"isit you intend him, that he rna be prepared, and 
arm himself.' ' Wha.t' sir,' replied lhe widow, 
'must he arm to receive us? Sure he will not 
fight with women.' ' ' o,' said be,' he is far from 
doing th<~.t, for he is as courteous as any .kni~ht­
errant.' 'I hen he left them, to tell Dand .nardrere 
wha.t charm in!! ladies there were; aud char(led him, 
abo,·e all tluugs, not to find fault with their dia­
lect, sinte they came from Paris, where four-and­
twenty hours' re idence was wffic;ent to supp ly 
them wrth wit all the rest of their lives; and tbat 
they could not have a more competent JUdg;e than 
himsel f, who having been born lnert:, mu t have 
sucked in with his nurse's m.tlk, wit aud politene s, 
and the loves and graces. ' 1 don't know whether 
you may believe it,' said Dandinardiere, 'I ut no­
thing is more true; for, in my opinion, 1 have such 
thoughts as no other per on hath like m.;. : I have 
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11entiments so delicate, that they plainly make it 

appear they proceed from a delicate soul; and de­

licacy defines both the outward and inward man.' 

' I understand you,' baid the pr~or; 'you desire, 

since these ladies are of Paris, passionately to see 

them; aud I'll go and acquaint them so.' 'Hold , 

holt!, ;ir,' cried the cit; 'I am in bed, all undress­

ed, and feel a noble shame: you know I spend all 

my time upon my studies, and reflecting upon my 

misfortunes; but giw: me leave to turn my shirt, 

or lend me one of ) ours.' ' I believe,' Eaiu the 

prior, maliciously, 'you had better arm yourself, 

which may impose on them; for e\•ery man armed 

in bed may Loast of pleasi ng the ladies: for tbe 

sex, though timorous themselves, esteem co urage, 

and love heroes.' 
'Qmck, quick, Alain, my armour,' cried Dandi­

nardiei e, 'my turban, and my breast-plate.' 'What! 

sir,' rel; lied the va let,' liave you a mind to lame 

your elf? That nast,y haid bedstead of yours has 

almost flayed you already; and when you have 

those bodice on, you will be ---' '\Vretch,' 

cried h1s n1aster, 'thou wilt never be fit to gather 

any th ing but thibtle in the field of .Mars, since 

thou eallest tho c military arms, which are to 

adorn me like a Roman dictator, bodice. IJow 

caust thou speak in so low a style?' 'I beseech 

you, sir,' said tbe prior, 'not so much of :your 

lofty expres ions; the ladies wait.' 'Alas! sir,' 

an swered ]Jandiuardiere, 'what ears have you, that 

nothing can otlend them? For my part, my valet's 

absurdities stun me as much as an alarum bell: I 

cannot bear a wry word; ac.d was I to merit a 

kingdom to hear words ill-app lied, and all manner 

of barbarisms, I should renounce it.' ' Oh ! sir,' 

zaid the prior, • lhc languages are infinitely obliged 

to you, and 1 hope you will meet with no ingrati­

tude; for, in 5hort, I understand (but 1 would have 

you be ~ecret; that the learned intend to write 

your life.' 'Oh ! sir,' said Dandinardiere, t rans· 
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ported with the most sensible pleasure man could 
be capable of, ' I cannot doubt out what you say 
is truth since I b~ve always received those gen­
tlemen handsomely at my table. lt is certain 
that Horner, Herodotus, Plutarch, ·eueca, Voiture, 
Corneille, and even llarlequlll hitn;;elf, have dined 
above thirty times witi1 me, and have made me 
ready to dte wrth laughter; be ide>, 1 took their 
coming without ceremony as a partrcular favour, 
and always left orders wrth my teward, when I 
was either with the army or at Versailles, to keep 
the same table: but is it possible that they should 
remember so ·light a mark of my fnendslllp? \\ell, 
I think 1 am well rewarded; and, indeed, J coulri 
no t have ttwught they would h<we remembered a 
country philosopher, I ike me.' '1 he reason is,' 
replred the prior, ready to burst hrs . ides, ' IJe­
cause you are a rlulosoper: I am glad to hear you 
keep company of such ment; "a to i very plea­
sant and merry.' 'I don't very well know ato, ' 
replied the learned cit; '1 think he came not so 
often as the re t' 'Ah! but,' said the prior, 'be 
is one of your friends; ami it is re oh·ed b ·them, 
to wriu.• of whate,·er has pa ·ed, that i memorable, 
in your life: but t!,ere i one tbiug they bo~gle at, 
and that is, you are too co,·etous.' 'As time; go 
now,' replied the other, somewhat cha.grined,' it 
i s no fault; for if L ~ltould throw away all I have, 
I might han~ my,elf afterwards. el.e'e me, si r, 
heroes nerther 'ow nor spin; they know not that 
happy anthmetic of making four of two; tnere­
fore t. ej ou~ht to keep ''hat they ha,·e.' '1 ru­
dence; aid the prior, 'mu t be commended uy all 
the world, and jOUr historians will he sure 110t to 
forget your ; but when they come to spe<tk of 
your marriage, how <~ uu ld ) ou have them to men­
tion it? . "hall they . ay ) ou was despt:r<ttely in 
lo,•e with a lady of great 4ualit · and worth, but 
that, because ·he had not a great orlune, ·ou 'I 
would not have her? That will sound but very 
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base.' ' Ha, ha !' said Dandinardiere, ' who de­
sired them to write my history? Had I been fond 
of praises, do you think I should have left Paris, 
where they so much abound, to bury my self here 
in the country, where .they value thc:mselves upon 
saying the hardest and most shocking things to 
one's face? and though sometimes l don't answer 
that character, yet I can return answers with as 
much violence as other people; but I avoid quar­
rels.' 'I understand you, Mr. Dandinardiere,' said 
the prior ; ' this freedom of mine is no way pleas­
ing to you, but it is owiug to my res pect for you: 
I would wish you a complete gentleman; which 
you never can be, with that foundatiou of co­
vetousness, which He1·e Dandinardiere, 
vexed to the soul, interrupted him, and told him 
that he bad forgotten the ladies, who sent him; 
and desired him to conduct them to him, that 
their discourse might be more pleasant and di­
verting. 

The prior ran immediately to them, who waited 
with impatience, and tolJ them, with a serious 
face, great part of their eonversation; but durst 
not make too great a Je "t of the cit before Madame 
de St. Thomas, who would have taken his part, 
back and ed ge. The visitors went presently to 
Dandinardiere·s chamber, who made so ridiculous 
a figure, that the gravest person would have found 
it a hard tas k to have presen ed a serious counte­
nance: his nose and cheeks were cruelly scratched, 
and withal so red and bloated, t!Jat he looked like 
a trumpeter a fter a lon g blast; besides, his turban 
was no less to be admired than his armour. As 
Madame de H.ouet was the firs t tha t entered the 
room, she made him a very low courtesy; but when 
she ca st her e)•es upon him, she was surpri &ed to 
find him to be her cousin Cristoflet, a tradesman in 
St. Dennis-street. The.)' both seemed to express a 
grea t joy, and, embracing each other, whis pered 
silence; for the cousin .Rouet was as much afraid 
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of being known as cousin Cristotlet. Rut as she 
had been informed of his maggots a long time, and 
had heard that, in spite of all hi friend~ could say 
to him, he was re~olvtd, after fortune had cast an 
auspicious look on hhn, to et up for a fine gentle­
man, and i.Jeing herself no less guil~ • of the same 
folly, she was the more inclined to excuse him. 
They both talk!:d of nothing but their ance tors; 
how one's great-uncle was a duke, the other's a 
marquis, &c. which was as much matter of fact, 
as Dandinarditre's entertaiuing the ~e,·en age.; of 
Greece. 

All the C'ompany was ,·ery mnch surprised to 
see Dandinardiere and the widow so great. The 
baron was vexed at what he told her, fearing it 
might be some obstacle to the marriage; for t!Jou~h 
he seemed to be very indifierent, yet in the main 
he was very de ·irous it might be: he ex pre sed a 
great joy to set: them, at a time \\·hen he so little 
expected them. ' Jndee~!,' said Dandinardiue, 
' when I left tile court, l tcok care to conceal my 
retreat from my deare t friends, ;hoI knew would 
be conc<-rned r'or my ab:.ence; and, 1 must needs 
say, I was grieved my·elf.' 'You cannot ima:;:iue,' 
said the widow, ' how much it was regre.tecl; I 
know some of tl:e fioe!>t Jad:es of the court, who 
·wore, the 1 e,t of the year, no ribbons, laces, or 
coloured clotltes.' ' A Ia;, !' said Dandinardiere, 
fetching a deep &igh, 'poor ladte~! it grie\'eS my 
heart.' ' There appeared as much mournin:,: iu 
their faces,' continued she, 'as if it hnd been for a 
hu band.' '!I a, ha, ha !' c1 ied tLe cit, ' what is 
tiJb you tell rne; \\'ell, 1 am in pai 1 for that fair 
young duche:;s; I should iJe incou-olable if I ha\·e 
dbturbed her rt:po. e: r·or hitherto,' continued he, 
'you rnu t own, madam, \I e ha,·e managed matters 
so w~ll, thll.t the world bas not been able to pene­
trate into the secrets of our hearts.' ?lladame de 
St. Thomas lhtcned some time to their conversa­
tion, but at last grew impatient, and approaching 
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the viscount, said softly to him, 'What a son-in 
law is tlus you would persuade us to! Don't you 
find that he has five hundred intrigues on his 
hands ? it will be a hard matter to fix him.' 
• Don't be disgusted, madam,' replied he; 'an air 
of gallantry is agreeable to courtiers. Don't think 
that they love more than other people; their af­
fections are the hardest to settle : they know all 
the fine turns of gallantry, sigh ami. persuade, and 
ye$. do not love one whit the better.' 'So much 
the worse,' said the baroness; ' he will deceive us.' 
'No, madaru,' continued the viscount; 'he is bred 
in a court of more sincerity.' ' What, Paris?' said 
she. Here the viscount was puzzled, what court 
he should call St. Denni&-street; when he was freed 
from the perplexity he was in by the arrival of 
the two young ladies, who had been asked afte r 
by these visitors. but could not get themsclve& 
dressed ready by dinner-time. They were, without 
dispute, beautiful; and, if they had not affectect 
fantastical and romantic airs, were very amiable. 
Dandinardiere seeing them, made a sign to his 
cousin Rouet, that Virginia had made a cruel rent 
in l.is heart; which engaged her to look more fa­
vourably on her than Marthonida, who would not 
have been very well pleased, if Madame Lure had 
not passed a thousand compliments upon her. ' I 
ought not to complain, madam,' said she to her, 
'of leaving the court as I have done, to come into 
the country, where I have the happiness of meeting 
with a person so charming as yourself.' 'Madam,' 
r eplied she, ' we strive, as much as possible, to 
imitate you; hut our endeavours are all in vain.' 
'Ah! v;hat is it you tell me, my fair?' cried Ma­
dame de Lure; 'you are altogether amiable; I see 
rays of wit dart from your eyes, which ravish me.' 
'l'he widow said a great many fine things to Vir­
ginia; and, in short, they both talked so together,. 
that they confounded each other. Never were 

VOL. U. G 
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praises delivered with a better air; Dandinardiere 

t riumphed , and gave his sentiments open-mouthed : 

l1e was O\'erj oyed that the widow applauded his 

growing passion, and Virginia, for her part, used 

all her eloquence . 
The rest of the company listened with great at­

ten tion; but the baroness was not over-well pleased 

that her daughters should engross all the praises ; 

for she was one that thought all was her du~, ann 

looked upon aU the compliments paid lo others as 

injurious to herself; which put her into so strange 

a mood, that she would say nothing but ye; and 

n o. In the mean time, the conversation, which 

could not always be on the ad,·antages of beauty, 

t urned upon those of wit; vhich raised new ue­

sires in 1\l a dame de Rouet and Dandinaruiere to 

offer up their incense; who, looking at each other, 

admired that inexhaustible source of great words, 

which signified little or nothing: when, to make 

some diYersion from the subject they were got 

into, the viscount told ::IIadame de St.1homa~ that 

they two were great losers by not being in the 

wood when the ladies reau one of the finest stories 

of the fairies that e\'er was made. ' \\'hat!' said 

the widow, ·are the~e ladies acquainted with these 

sorts of amusement! have they got into the coun­

try already ?' ' And what do you take us for, ma­

dam ;• answered irgm1a. 'Do you think that our 

climate wants so much the favourable influences 

of some bene,·olent &tar; aud that we are o ,·ery 

ignorant of whdt passts under your ct:lestial vault­

ed roof? lndeed, our sphere i not so much li­

mited as you imagine; we know how to lay our 

scenes so well, a that the author need uot to be 

ashamed.' ' I mu t confes ,' said the new-married 

lady, 'that I did not cxpt:ct to find the mu es and 

fairies so familiarlj used here in the country; I 

should be overjoyed to hear how they are haudled.' 

Upon this, Marthouida, who wanted not merit and 
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a good opinion of herself, offered to read a story 
which she had just made an end of. 'Nothing 
can be more new,' said Virginia, 'for it has not 
yet been corrected.' All the company accepted of 
the proposition; and as she had it about her, she 
pulled it out, and began thus. 
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PERFECT LOVE: 

A STORY. 

IN one of those agreeable countries that depend 

on the empire of the fairies, there reigned the for­

midable Danamo, who was as knowing in her art 

as cruel in her actions, and boasted of the honour 

of being descended from the celebrated Calypso, 

whose charms had the glory and power of staying 

the famous Ulysses, and triumphing over the pru· 

deuce of the conquero:s of Troy. 
She was lusty, had a wild look, and her pride 

made her with some diffictdty submit to the hard 

l aws of matrimony; for love wao not able to reach 

her heart: but the design of unit i.ng a flourishing 

kingdom to that she was queen of, and another 

she bad usurped, made her consent to marry an 

old neighbouring king, who died some few yean 

after their marriage, and left the fairy a daughter 

called Azira, who was very ugly; but appeared 

not so in the eyes of Danamo, who thought her 

charm in,.; perhaps, because like herself. She was 

to be the queen of three kingdoms; which circum­

stance qualified all her defects, and caused her to 

bE> asked in marriage by the most powerful princts 

of the neighbouring countries. 
This, together wi th the blind partiality of Da· 

namo, rendered her vanity insupportable, since shE> 

was desired with an ardour which she did in no 

w ise de erve. But as Danamo thought of nothing 

but renderiug the princess's happiness comJllete, 

she brought up in her palace a young prince, her 

brother's son, who was caller! .Pa rcin us: he had a 

YJOble air, a delicate shape, a fine head of hair, so 
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admirably white that Love himself might have been 
jealous of his power; for that god never had golden 
shafts tnOJ e sure of triumphing over hearts with­
ant resistance, than the eyes of Parcinus. He did 
every thing well, danced and sung extraordinary 
fine, and gained all the prizes at tournaments 
whenever he contended for them. 

This young prince was the delight of the court; 
and Danamo, who had her designs, was not against 
the respect and value they showed him. The king 
his father was the fairy's brother, whom she de­
clared war against without any pretence whatso­
ever. This king fought courageously at the head 
of his troops; but what could an army do against 
so powerful a fairy as Danamo; who suffering the 
victory not to balance long after her brother's 
deatl!, who was killed in the action, with one 
stroke of her wand _dispersi'J] her enemies, and be­
came mistress of the kingdom? 

Parcinus was then an infant in arms. They 
brought him to Danamo, for it would have been in 
vain to havEl concealed him from a fairy: he had 
then such engaging smiles, that they won all hearts; 
and Danamo caressing him, in a few days after 
carried him home with her to her own kingdom. 

This prince was about eighteen years aid, when 
the fairy, willing to execute what she had so long 
designed, resolved to marry him with her daughter; 
.and not doubting but the prince, who was born 
one, but by hi s misfortunes made a subject, would 
be overjoyed to become one day " sovereign of 
three empires, sent for the princess, and discovered 
to her the choice she had made. 

The princess hearkened to this discourse with an 
emotion that made the fairy think that this reso­
lution in favour of Parcinus displeased her daugh­
ter. 'I see,' said she to her, observing her disorder 
irrcrease, ' that your ambition carries you so far, 
that you would add to your empire the dominions 
of one of those kings who have demanded you s• 
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often. But what kings may not Parcinus over­
eome? His courage is beyond every thing: the 
subjects of a prince so accomplished may some 
time revolt in his favour; and by giving you to 
him, I make sure of the posses. ion of his kingdom: 
and for his person, we need uot speak of that ; you 
know the proudest beauties are not able to resist 
his charms.' 

The princess, casting herself suddenly at the feet 
of the fairy, interrupted ber discourse:, aud con• 
fessed to her, that her heart had not had the power 
to withstand that young victor, so famous for his 
conquest. ' But,' added she, blushing, ' I have 
given the insensible Parcinus a thousand marks of 
my tenderness, which he received with a coldness 
that makes me despair.' ' 'Twas because he durst 
not raise his thoughts up to you,' replied the proud 
fairy; 'he was, without doubt, afraid of displeas­
ing me: I know his respect.' 

This flattering opjnion was too agreeable to the 
princess's inclination and vanity, for her not to be 
persuaded to it. In short, the f<~.iry sent for .Par­
cinu , who carne to her in a magnificent closet, 
where she and the princess her daughter waited 
for him; where she aitl to him, as soon as she saw 
l1im, 'Call all your courage to :your aitl; I sent 
for you not to continue your misfortune, but for 
your good: reign, Parcinus; and, to complete your 
happiness, reign by marrying my daughter.' ' I, 
madam!' cried the young prince, in an amazement, 
wherein it was asy to perceive llis joy had not 
the greatest share; 'I marry the princess!' con­
tinued he, falling back some steps : ' ala ! what 
god conr.erns himself in my fate, not to leave it to 
him alone from whom I ask as istance i' 

These words were pronounced by the prince with 
a heat which his heart had too great a share in to 
be withstood by hi reason. The f<tiry tboughl that 
this unlooked-for happiness had put him beside 
himself; but the prince s loved, and love makes 
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lovers more penetrating than wisdom itself. 'What 

god, Parcinus,' said she to him with disorder,' do 

you so tenderly implore the assistance of? I know 

too well I have no share in the vows you offer up 

to him.' The young prince, who had had time to 

recover his first surprise, and who knew he had 

been guilty of an imprudenee in what he had done, 

summoned all his wit to the aid of his heart, and 

answered the princess more gallantly than sh~ 

hoped for; and thanked the fairy with an air of 

grandeur, that showed him not only worthy of the 

empire offered him, hut that of the whole world. 

Danamo and her proud daughter, who were both 

sati sfied with this discourse, settled all things be. 

fore they went out of the closet. The fairy de­

ferred the day of the nuptials only to give th11 

court time to prepare themselves on so great an 

occasion. After this, the news of Parcinus's mar­

riage with Azira was spread all about the court; 

and the courtiers carne in crowds to congratulate 

the prince. 
Parcinus received all their compliments with an 

air of coldness, which very much surprised his new 

sul)jects, that he should appear chagrined and out 

of humour. All the rest of the day he was per­

plexed with the congratulations of the whole court; 

and the continual declarations of Azira's passion. 

What a condition was the young prince in, who 

was seized with a lively grief! The day seemed to 

him a thousand times longer than ordinary. The 

impatient Parcinus longed for night, which at last 

carne; when with basLe he left that place where 

he had suffered so much, anrl went to his own 

apartment; and after 11aviug sent all his attendants 

away, opened a door that led into the gardens of 

the palace, which he crossed, followed only by • 

young slave. 
A fine but small river ran at tile encl of these 

gardens, and separated the fairy's palace from a 

castle flanked with four towers, and surrounded 
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with a deep ditch, that was filled by the river. 
thither flew Parcinus's wishes and desires. 

A wonder was shut up in it; which treasure 
Danamo had carefully guarded. It was a young 
prince ·s, her sister's daughter, who, when she di<!d, 
ldt her to the care of the fairy; her beauty, worthy 
of the admiration of the whole world, appearing 
too dangerous for Danamo to permit her to be seen 
near Azira. Sometimes the channing lrolita, which 
was her name, was suffered to come to the palace 
to see the fairy and the princess her daughter, 
but was never allowed to "appear in public, yet her 
charms, though concealed, were not unknown to 
the world. 

The Prince Parcinus had seen her with the Prin· 
cess Azira, and adored her from that very moment. 
Their nt:arness of blood gave this young prince no 
privilege with Irolita; for after she was grown up, 
the merciless Danamo permitted none to see her. 

In the mean time, Parcinus burnt with a raging 
:name, which the charms of Irolita had kindled : 
she was about fourteen years old, her beauty was 
ptrfect, her hair of a fine brown, ller complexion 
blooming as the spring, her mouth delicate, her 
teeth admirauly white and even, and her smiles 
engaging; h~r eyes were of a fine hazle colour, 
and piercing, and her looks seemed to speak a 
thousand thing:. ht:r young heart as yet knew no­
thing of. 

She had been brought up in great soli tude, near 
the fairy's palace, in the castle where sht: lived; 
but ~aw no more of the world than if ~he had been 
in a desert. Danamo's orders were so exactly 
obeyeJ, that th~ fair lrolita pas ed her days only 
among those womtn appointed her, whose number 
was very small, but yet as many as were nece sary 
in so lonely and retiJ ed a court: however, fame, 
which regarded not D anamo, publi hed so mauy 
wonders of this young princess, that persons at 
the greatest di tance from the court offered them-
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selves to be with the young Irolita: and her pre­
sence belied not what fame bad reported, since they 
always found her worthy of their admiration . 

A governante of great wit aud knowledge, for· 
merly attached to the princess her mother, lived 
with her, and often groaned under the rigours of 
Danamo towards the charming Irolita: she was 
called Mana; and her desin~ of setting the princess 
at liberty, and restoring her to her right and dig­
nity, made her yield to Parcinus's love. lt was 
then three years since he was first introduced into 
tlte castle, in the habit of a slave; at which time 
he found her in the garden, and discovered to her 
his passion; and as she was then but a child, she 
loved Parcinus only a~ a brother. Mana., who was 
ne\•er absent long from her, sm·prised. the young 
prince in the garden one day, when he acquainted 
her with his love for the princess, and the design 
he had formed to lose his life or restore her li­
berty; and seeking, by showing himself to his sub­
jects, a glorious re,•enge on Danamo, and placing 
Irolita on the throne. As the rising merit of Par­
cinus was capable of rendering the most diiT:icult 
projects credible, and was the only means to de­
liver Irolit::t, Mana suffered him to come sometimes 
to the castle when it was night; but never let him 
see the princess, except in her presence. lie, witll 
hi3 tender discourse and his constant sedulities, 
endeavoured to inspire in her as violent a' passion 
as his own. Thus employed for three years, he 
went almost every night to the castle, and spent 
all the days in nothing but thinking of his princess . 

But to retum to where we left him crossing the 
gardens, followed by a slave, and pierced with 
grief at the resolutions of the fairy. When he 
came to the river-side, a gilded boat, which Azira 
sometimes took the air in, that was fastened to the 
bank, served to carry this amorous prince over. 
The slave rowed; and as soon as Parcinus h2d got 
up a si lken ladder, that was thrown out from olf 

G2 
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a little terrace that fronted the castle, the faithful 
sla-ve rowed the boat back again, where he waited 
for a signal he made him, which was, to show him 
a lighted flambeau from off the ten·ac:e. That 
night the prince took his usual tour; the silken 
ladder was let down, and he entered, without any 
obstacle, the young Irolita's chamber, whom he 
found laid ou the bed, all in tears: but the beauty 
that appeared in that melaucholy posture had an 
extraordinary effect on the prince. 

'What ails my princess?' said he, falling on his 
knees by the side of the bed whereon she lay; 'what 
could cau e these precious tears? Alas!' conti­
nued he, sighing, 'have I yet new misfortunes to 
hear?' The tears and sighs of these young lo\'ers 
were intermixed, anJ they were forced to vent 
their pa sion before they could tell the cause of 
-their grief. At lenath the young prince d~sired 
Irolita tu tell him what new severity the fairy had 
used to her. 'She will make you m:ury Azira.' 
answered the beautiful Irolita, blushiug; 'which, 
of all her cruelties, is the most painful to me.' 
'Oh! my dear princess,' cried the prince, ' you 
fear lest I hould marry Azira: my fate is a thou­
sand times more kind than I thought it.' ' Can 
you prai e fate,' replied the young Irolita, lan­
guishingly, 'when it is ready to separate us? I 
cannot express t!Je torments the dread of that 
makes me feel. Oh! Pare in us, you are in the 
right; the love of a ]o,•er and that of a brother 
is quite different.' 1he amorous prince thought 
to thank his fortune; he never till then knew the 
love the •oung Irolita had for him; and, in short, 
could no louger doubt of tl1e gooo.l fortune of h, v­
ing inspired such tender sentiments into the prin­
cess. This happiness, which he did not expect, 
aroused up all his hopes. ' To,' cried he, in a 
transport, ' I de pair not now of overcoming our 
misfortunes, 5ince I am assured of your tenderness. 
I.et us fly, my princess; let us avoid the rage of 
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Danamo and her hateful daughter; let us not trust 

to so fatal an abode, love alone will make us hap­

py.' 'Should I go away with you,' replied the 

princess, with surprise, ' what would the world say 

of my flight?' ' Lay aside these vain reflections, 

fair lmlita,' interrupted the impatient Parcinus, 

' every circumstance urges us to leave this place; 

let us go --' ' .But where will you go ?' replied 

the prudent Mana(who was always with them, and 

who, less engaged than those young lovers, fore­

saw all the difficulties in their flight). ' I will give 

you an account of my designs,' replied the prince; 

' but how did you hear so soon the news from the 

fairy's court?' ' A relation of mine,' answered 

Mana, ' wrote to me as soon as it was whispered 

about the palace, and I thought it my duty to in­

form the princess of it.' 'And what have I endured 

since?' replied the lovely lrolita. 'No, Parcinus, 

I cannot live without you.' The young prince, 

transported with Jove, and charmed with these 

words, kissed lrolita's hand with an ardour and 

tenderness that had all the thanks of a first and 

most agreeable favour. Day began to appear, and 

informed Parcinus too soon that it was time he 

retired, when he assured the princess he would 

come again the next night, and impart to her his 

project; he got to the boat and slave again, and 

retired to his apartment. He was so overjoyecl 

with the pleasure of being beloved by the fair 

Irolita, and agitated by the difficulties he foresaw 

they should meet with in their flight, that sleep 

coulcl not calm that uneasiness, nor make him for­

get a moment of his happiness. 
It was hardly morning, when a dwarf entered 

his chamber, and presented him with a fine scarf 

from the princess Azira; who, by a · billet more 

tender than he wished fo1·, desired him to wear 

from that day that scarf. lie sent an answet· 

which very much confounded him; but he was 

obliged to it, to delinr lrolita, and to constraia 
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himself for her liberty. When he had sent Azira's 
dwarf away, a giant came from Danamo, and pre­
sented him with a sabre of extraordinary beauty, 
the handle of which was of one 5ingle stone, more 
beautiful than a diamond, and which gave a great 
light in the night: on this sabre were engraved 
these words : 

'For the hand of a conqueror.' 

Parcinus was mightily pleased with the fairy's 
present, and went and thanked her with that and 
the scarf on. The tenderness of Irolita suspended 
all disquiets; she had raised in his heart that sweet 
and perfect satisfaction successful lo,•e feels: a 
pleasant air appeareu in all his actions, which 
Azira attributed to her charms, and the fairy to 
Parcinus's ambition. The day was spent in plea. 
sures and di,·ersion, which in no wise diminished 
the insupportable length .Parcinus thought it. 

In the evening they took the air in the garden~ 
of the palace, and on the same river so well known 
to the prince, who, in going in the boat, felt a 
sensible concern, to see what difference there was • 
between the pleasures it used to give him and the 
cruel torment he then endured. Pardnus could 
not forbear looking often at the habitation of the 
charming Jrolita, who ne\'er appeared when the 
fairy or Azira were on the water. That princess, 
who watched all the actions of the prince, ob­
served that his eyes were often tumed towards the 
caslle. ' What do you look at, prince?' said she : 
• in the midst of the honours done you, is Irolita's 
pri on 'vorthy your regard?' 'Yes, madam,' re­
Jllied the prince, very imprudently; '1 am sensible 
of the sufferings of those who dest:rve them not.' 
'You art: loo compassionate,' answered Azira, dis­
dainfully: 'but to ease you of your pain, 1 can 
tell JOu, Irolita will not be long a prisoner.' 'And 
what will become of her?' replied the young princi, 



PERFECT LOVE. 183 

short. ' The queen will marry her in five days to 

the prince Brutus,' returned Azira. 'He is of our 

blood, you know; and, according to the intentions 

of the queen, he will, the next day after their mar­

riage, carry Irolita into a fortress, from whence 

she will never return to court.' 'What,' said the 

prince, in an extraordinary diso1·der, ' will the 

queen give that bef\uliful princess to so hideous a 

prince, whose ill qualities exceed his deformity? 

"What cruelty is this!' This last word came from 

him against his will, but he could no longer con­

ceal his resentment. 'I thought that Y<:JU, of all 

people, Parcinus,' answered the princess, haughtily, 

'should not complain of Danamo's cruelties.' This 

conversation, without doubt, Lad been pushed too 

far for the young prince, whose business it was to 

dissemble, if by good luck the attendants of Azira 

had not come up to them, aud· the fairy appeared 

on the river-side. Azira returned to the fairy, and 

Parciuus, coming out of the boat, feigned to be 

sick, that he might have tue more liberty to go 

and complain, without any witness, of his new mis­

fortunes. 
The fairy, and above all Azira, showed a great 

uneasiness for his being ill. He retired, accusing 

fate a thousand times for the misfortunes that 

threatened the charming Irolita, abandoning him­

self to all his grief and tenderuess; but beginning 

at length to recover those disorders faithful lovers 

are so subjeet to, he wrote, in the most moving ex­

pressions his love could dictate, to one of his aunts, 

whose name was Favourable, who was a fairy as 

well as Danamo, but one who took as much plea­

sure in comforting and ass isth1g the unfortunate 

as Danamo did in making them so. He told her 

to what a cruel condition his love and fortune had 

reduced him; and not daring to leave Danamo's 

court without discovering his designs, he sent his 

faithful slave with it. 
When every body was retire9, he left his apart-
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ment as usual, and crossing the gardens alone, 
wenl into the boat, without knowing whether he 
could row or not: but what will not love learu 
us? be rowed as well as the most expert seaman, 
and got into the castle, where he was very much 
surprised to find Mana only, and &be all in tears, in 
the princess's chamber. ' \Vhat is the matter with 
you, Mana,' said the prince, in haste; ' and where 
is my dear Irolita ?' ' Alas! sir,' said ;.\lana, 'she 
is not here; a troop of the queen's guards, and 
some women, carried her away from this castle 
three or four hours ago.' Parcinus heard not the 
end of these words, but swooned away as soou as 
be understood the princess was gone. l\Iana took 
a great deal of pains to bring bim to himself again; 
which was no sooner done, but falling suddenly 
into a passion, he drew a little dagger he wore in 
his girdle, and had pierced his heart, had not the 
wise Mana, holding his arm, and falling on her 
knees, said, 'What, sir, will you forsake Irolita? 
Live to deliver her from Danamo's rage. Alas! 
without you, where will she find succours against 
the cruelty of the fairy?' These words suspended 
the unhappy prince's despair. 'Alas!' replied he, 
shedding tears, which all his courage could notre­
strain, 'where is my princess? Yes, l\Iana, I will 
live to have the sad satisfaction of dying for her, 
and expiring, in revengin" her of her enemies.' 
After these words, Mana begged of him to leave 
that dismal place, to avoid fresh misfortunes. 
' Go, prince,' said she; ' how know we but the 
fairy has somebody here to gh•e her an account of 
what passes? Take care of a life so dear to a r-rin­
ce s you adore.' After this promi e the prince 
went away, and returned to his own apartment, 
with all th~ grief so nnhappy and tender a passion 
could inspire. lie passed the night on a couch he 
threw himself on when be went in, where day ur­
prised him; which had appeared some hours, whe11 
he heard a noise at his chamber-door, He ran with 
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that eager impatience we generally express, when 

we expect news wherein our hearts are much con­

cerneJ; and found, that his people had brought 

a man who wanted to speak with him in haste, and 

whom he knew to be one of Mana's relations: he 

gave Parcinus a letter, who went into his closet to 

hide the trouble it might gh•e him; where he open­

ed it, and found these words: 

'MANA, 

To the gTeatest PTince in the Wo1·ld. 

'BE assured, sir, our princess is in safety; ii' 

that expression may be allowed, while in the power 

of her enemy. She has asked Danamo for me, who 

has suffered me to be with her. There is a guard 

in the palace. Yesternight the queen sent for her 

into her closet, a.nd ordered her, proudly, to look 

on the prince Brutu ~ as one that was to be her 

husband in a few days, and presented to her that 

prince, so unworthy of being your rival. The prin­

cess was so much afflicted, that she made her no 

answer but by tears, which are not yet c.lritd up. 

You, sir, must find out means, if possible, to assist 

her against such pressing misfortunes.' 

At the bottom of the letter these words were 

written, blotted, and with a trembling hand. 

'How much T pity you, my dear prince; your 

calamities are more grievous to me than my own: 

I spare your tenderness the recital of what I have 

endured since yesterJay; why should I trouble the 

repose of your life ? Alas! perhaps without me 

you might be happy.' 

What joy and grief did the prince feel! What 

kisses he gave this invaluable token of the divine 

Irolita's love ! Ile was so much beside himself, 

tnat he had mu<'h ado to return a suitable answ~r. 
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He thanked the prudent 1\fana, informed the prin­
cess of the assiotance he expected from the fairy 
Favourable, and said a thousand things on his grief 
and love. Afterwards, he gave the letter to l\1ana's 
relation, and with it a present of fine jewels of an 
inestimable value, to recompense him for the plea­
sure he bad done him . Ile was sca1·ce ly gone, 
when the queen and princess Azira sent to know 
how the prince did. It was easy to know, by his 
looks, that he was not well: they pressed him to 
go to bed, which he agreed to, thinking he should 
be less constrained than if he went to the fairy. 

After dinner, the queen went her elf to see him, 
and spoke to him of Irolita's marriage with the 
prince Brutus as a thing resoh•ed on. Parcinus, 
who had at last resolved to restrain himself, to 
carry on his designs the better, seemed to approYe 
of the fairy's intentions, and desired her only to 
stay till he was recovered, becau,e he had a great 
mind to be at that solemnity. The fairy and Azira, 
who despaired at his sickness promi ed him what 
he asked; by which means he retarded the dismal 
nuptials of Irolita for some days. The com•ersa­
tion he had on the water with Azira forwarded the 
misfortune of the princess he loved so teuderly, 
for Azira had given the queen an account of his 
discourse, and his compas ion for Jrolita; and the 
queen, who ne,·er delayed the execution of het· 
-v.•ill, sent that e,·ening for Irolita, and resolved, 
with Azira, to finislt the marriage of tl.at princess, 
and to hasten her departure before Parcinus had a 
more established authority; but in the mean time, 
before the ex j.Jiration of the time, lhe faithful Ia ' 'e 
arriYed. IIow great was Parcinus's joy, to find in 
the letter Favourable had written, marks of her 
compassion and friendship for him and lrolita! 
She sent him a little l"inf{, composed of four dif­
ferent metals, n-oJd, sih·er, bras , and iron: this 
rina had the power of securing them four times 
against the per ecutious of the cruel Danamo: and 
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Favourable assured thE' prince, that the wicked 

fairy could not pursue them oftener than the ring 

had power to save them. This good news restored 

the young prince to his health: he sent in all haste 

for 1\Iana's relation, and gave him a letter, that in­

formed Irolita of the happy success they might 

flatter themselves withal. They bad no time to 

lose; the queen was for consummating prince Bru­

tus's marriage in three days; and that same night 

Azira made a ball, and Irolita was to be there. 

Parcinus could not think of being negligent on that 

occasion; he dressed himself in a magnificent suit, 

and appeared a thousand times brighter than the 

day, but durst not speak to Irolita, except with his 

eyes, which often met those of that fair princess. 

Irolita had on the noblest dress imaginable; the 

fairy had given her very fine j!lwels, and as she 

had but four days to stay in her palace, resolved 

to treat her as she ought to be, Her beauty, not 

used to be set off with such ornaments, seemed 

wondtrful to all, and much more to the amorous 

Parcinus, who thought, by the joy that he saw iJ, 

her bright eyes, she bad received his letter. The 

prince Brutus talked often with Irolita, but he ap­

peared of so ill a mien under the gold and jewels 

l1e was loaded with, that he was not a rival worthy 

of the young prince's jealousy. The ball was al­

most over, when Parcinus, transported with his 

love, desired, with great ardour, the liberty of talk­

ing a moment with the princess. ' Cruel queen, 

and thou hateful Azira,' said he to himself, 'will 

you deprive me yet longer of the charming plea­

sure of telling the fair Irolita a thousand times 

how I adore her? Why leave you not, you jealous 

witnesses of my happiness, the place, since love 

can only triumph in your absence?' He had hardly 

formed this wish, but the fairy, finding herself a 

little out of order, called Azira, and went with her 

into the next room, whither prince Brutus followed 

them; Parcinus had then the ring on his finger the 
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fait·y Favou rable had sent him . lie ought to have 
preserved the succours given him for more pressing 
occasions, but violent love and prudence are sel­
dom companions: the _young prince thought, by 
the fairy's and Azira's departure, that the ring be­
gan to favour his love. lie flew to the charming 
l rolita, and spoke to her of his passion in the most 
to uching and eloquent expressions; when he per­
ceived tll"«t he had made use of Favourable's charm 
si ll ily; but could not repent of an imprudence 
which gained him the pleasure of entertaining his 
dear l rolita: they resoh·ed on the place and hour 
to put an end to their cruel slavery the next day . 
The fairy and Azira returned again some time 
after: Parcinus parted with no small regret from 
Trolita, and looking on his ring, perceived the iron 
was mixed with the other metals, and saw very 
well that he had but three wishes to make, which 
he t·esolved to employ better than the first for his 
princess; but trusted none with his departure but 
his faithful slave. The next day he appeared to 
the queen very easy, and more pleasant than ordi­
nary; he passed some compliments on the prince 
Brutus upon his marriage, and did it in a manner 
capable of removing all suspicions they might en­
tertain of his passion . At two o'dock in the morn­
ing he went to the fairy's park, where he found his 
faithful sla\"e, who, according to his master 's or­
der. , had brought four of hi~ horse . The prince 
waited a littJ.e, when the lovely Irolita came, wea­
ried, and leaning on ~Ian a; for that young princess 
endnred so mnch in the walk, that love aloue, 
without Danamo's crneltie and the ill qualitie ' 
of Prince Brutus, would uol have been capable to 

~ave made her undertake it. lt wa then summer; 
the night w~s dear, and tile moon ami stars shone 
so bright, that it was as ligltt as chty. The prince 
made up in ll' te towards her, ki sed her hand, for it 
was not a place to talk in, and he lped her on her . 
horse, for she rode wonderfully-well, it being one 
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of her amusements to take horse with her maids, 

and ride into a little wood, some distance from the 

castle, which the fairy suffered her to take tl1e 

air in. Afterwards, Parciuus mounted his horse, 

and l\lana and the slave theirs. Then the young 

prince, drawing the brilliant sabre the fairy gave 

him, swore to the fair Irolita, to adore her all his 

life, and to die, if necessary, in her defence. After 

these words they went away, and the zephyrs 

seemed to correspond with them, or to take lrolita 

for Flora, by always attending them. 

In the mean time> day discovered to Danamo a 

piece of news she little expected . The ladies who 

were about Irolita were amazed that she slept so 

long; but obeying- the order the prudent Mana had 

gh7 en them the night before, durst not go into the 

princess's chamber till she called them. Mana lay 

in the same c;hamber with Irolita, from whenc<l 

they went out at a little back door that let them 

into a court of the palace very little frequented, 

by a door that was in Irolita's closet, and was 

11\ade up; but in two or three nights they found 

out the means to open it. In short, the queen seut 

for Irolita: in obedience to the fairy, they knocked 

SJ.t the princess's chamber.door, and nobody an­

swered. But when the prince Brutus arrived, who 

carne to conduct the princess to the queen, he was 

very much surprised: he broke open the door, and 

went in, and seeing the little door in the closet 

forced, he n,o longer doubted of the princess's 

flight . \¥hen the news was carried to the queen, 

she shook with anger, and ordered them to search 

everywhere for lrolita; but it was all i11 vain, no­

body could gi,,e any account of her. The prince 

Brutus himself went to seek after her, and sent 

the fairy'~ guartls with all speed on the roads he 

thought they might take. In the mean time, Azira 

observed that Parcinus did not appear in this ge­

neral consternation; and jealousy opening her eyes, 

she sent in haste t9 him, and began to think that 
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prince had taken Irolita away. The fairy herself 
could not believe it; but upon consulting her books, 
she found Azira's suspicion to be matter of fact. 
In the mean time, that princess having learned 
that Parcinus was not in his apartment nor the 
palace, st>nt to the castle where Irolita had been so 
long, to see if she could find any thing whereby 
she mi~ht justify or condemn the prince. The 
prudent Mana had taken care to leave nothing that 
might discover Irolita's correspondence with Par­
cinus, but Azira's scarf, which was found on the 
couch he swooned on, and had been untied while 
in that condition, and which neither the prince 
nor Mana, who were full of grief, perct>ived. What 
did not the haughty Azira feel at the sight of that 
scarf? Her love and pride su!Tered both alike; she 
afflicted herself to excess, and sent all the servants 
of Irolita and the prince to prison. The ingrati­
tude the queen thought Parcinus had showed her, 
pu hed her natural rage to the last extremity: shs 
would willingly have given one of her kingdoms to 
have teen re,·enged on those two lovers, who at 
the same time were pursued on all sides. Prince 
Brutu and his troop met with fresh horses every­
where, by the fairy's order; whereas, those of Par­
cirrus were tired, and auswered not the impatience 
of their master. At the further side of a fore t he 
overtook them : the fir3t motion of the prince was 
to go and fight that unworthy rival: he was riding 
up to him with his sabre drawn, when Trolita cried 
out,< Prince, seek not an unprofitable danger; obey 
the orders of the fairy Fa,•ourable.' These words 
gave a check to Parcinus's rage, who, to obey the 
princess and the fairy, wished the princess was in 
safety against the persecutions of the cruel queen. 
He had scarcely made this wish, but the earth 
opened between him and his rival; a little ugly 
man, magnificently dresserl, appearerl, and made a 
sign to biro to follow him. The descent was easy 
on their side; he went down ou horseback, with 
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Irolita, and Mana, and the slave, and the earth 

closed. :Brutus, surprised at so extraordiuary an 

event, went in haste to give Danamo an account of 

it; and in the mean time our young lover& followed 

the little man through a dark road, that led to a 

large palace, lighted by a great many flambeaux 

and lamps. They alighted from off their horses, 

went into. a prodigious large hall, supported by 

pillars of shining earth, covered with ornaments 

of gold; a little man, loaded with jE:wels, sat on a 

throne of gold at the bottom of the hall, with a 

great number of people li ke himself about him, 

who conducted the prince lo that place: who, as 

soon as he appeared with the charming Irolita, the 

little man rose from his throne, and said to him, 

< Come, prince, the great fairy Favourable, who 

has been a long time one of my friends, hatl1 de­

sired me to secure you against the cruelties of Da­

namo. I am king of the Gnomes; you and the 

princess are welcome to my palace.' Parcinu5 

thanked him for his assistance. The kjng and all 

his subjects were enchanted at the beauty of Iro­

lita, they took her for a star that came to lighten 

their abode, a.nd served up a magnificent enter­

tainment. The king of the Gnomes paid them all 

manner of respect: au harmonious concert, but 

somewhat wild, was the diversion of the night, 

where they sang the charms of Irolita, and repeated 

several times these verses : 

<_What star is this that thus our sight invades, 

And darts such beams on the~e our gloomy shades? 

Which, while its lu stre fondly we admire, 

Dazzles our eyes, and sets our hearts on fire.' 

After the music was done, they led the prince 

and princess each into a rr.agnificent room, and 

Mana and the faithful sla\'e followed them. The 

next day they showed them the king's palace, who 

disposed of all the riches cf the earth; nothing 

<;ould be adued to that treasure, which was a con• 
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fused mass of fine things unformed . The prince 
and princess remained eight days in this subterra.­
neous abode: Favourable had ordered the kin" of 
the Gnomes, during that time, to make the prin~ess 
and her lover gallant and magnificent entertain­
ments. The n ight before their departure, the king, 
to immortalize the memory of their residence in his 
empire, had their two statues erected in gold on 
each side his throne, on pedestals of white marble, 
with these words, written in letters of diamonds, 
on the pedestal of the prince's statue: 

' We desire no more the sight of the sun; 
\Ve have seen this prince, 

Who is brighter and more beautiful.' 

And on the pedestal of the princess's statue : 

'To the immortal honour 
Of the Goddeos of Beauty; 

Who de_cenderl here, 
Under the name of Irolita.' 

The ninth day, the prince had Yery ftne hor ts 
gi\·eo l1im, whose trappings were of gold, laid over 
with diamonds, and left, with his small troop, the 
dark abode of the nomes, after having paid hi 
ackno,1·ledgments to their king, and found himself 
in the same place whe;·., prince Brutus attacked 
him; and looking on his ring, perceived ouly the 
silver and the brass. lie pur , ued his way with the 
charmiug Irolita, and hastened to arrive at the ha­
bitation of the fairy Fa\'Oural.Ie, where they were 
to be in safety: when all on a sudden, coming out 
of a Yale, they met with a troop of Danamo's 
guards, who '-'ere still in search after them, and 
were just ready to fall ou them; when the prince 
'"i5hed, and presenLly there appeared a great space 
of water between them and the fairy's troop. 
beautiful nymph, half naked, rose up in the middle 
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CJf the water, in a boat of rushes laced together, 
and making towards the shore, desired the prince 
and his beautiful mistress to come into it; who, 
with Mana and the slave, left their horses in the 
field, and went into the boat, which sunk under 
water, and made the guards think they chose ra-, 
ther to drown themselves than fall into their 
hands. Immedrately they found themseh·es in a 
palace, the walls of which were great drops of 
W<~.ter, which falling continually, made halls, cham­
bers, closets, and encompassed gardens, where a 
thousand spoutings of water, of odd figures, formed 
the design of parterres. None but Na'iads could 
live in this palace, so fine and singular as it was; 
therefore, to afford the prince and the fair Irolita 
a more solid habitation, the Na·iad that conducted 
theiR carried them into grottos of shell-work, com­
posed of coral, pearls, aml all the riches of the sea. 
Their beds were of moss; a hundred dolphins 
guarded lrolita's grot, and twenty whales the 
prince's. The Na·iads admired, at their return1 the 
beauty of Irolita; and moreover, a Triton grew 
j-ealous of the prince's looks and care. They ga\'e 
t hem, in the prince's grotto, a collation of fine 
fruits: twelve Syrens came, to charm, by their sweet 
voices, the trou!Jle of the prince and lrolita, and 
sang the following song : 

' Wherever love our heart conveys, 
lie makes us il!~ppy different ways: 
Perfect lovers, triumph iu your chains, 
And let your pass ions still surmount your pains.' 

At night there was an entertainment, consisting 
wholly of iish, of an extraordinary size and exqui­
site taste. After this repast, the Na·iads danced in 
habits of fi sh-scales, of different colours, which 
was very fine: bodies of Tritons, with instrumeuts 
unknown to men, composed a symphony, which was 

otld, but new, and very agreeable . Parcinus and 
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the fair lrolita were four days in this empire; the 
fifth day, the Naiads came in crowds to conduct 
the prince and princess; which two lovers went 
into a boat of one entire shell, and the Na·tads, 
half out of the water, accompanied them to the 
river.side, where Parcinus found his horses again, 
and set forward with speed; when looking on his 
ring, he perceived only the brass: uut they were 
then nigh Favourable's palace, They travelled 
three days, when on the fourth, at sun-rising, they 
perceived men in arms, who, when they came near, 
appeared to be the prince Brutus and his troop, 
whom Danamo had sent again to pursue them, 
with orders not to lea,·e them if th~y found them, 
nor to stir off the spot where any thing extraordi­
nary should fall out; and above all, to enueavour 
to engage the prince to light. Danamo knew very 
well, after what Brutus had told her, that a fairy 
protected the prince and princess; l!ut her know­
ledge was so great, that ~he despaired not of oYer­
coming them by more powerful charms, Prince 
Brutus, overjoyed to see the prince and lrolita 
again, whom he sought after w1th so much dili­
gence, rode with his sword in his hand up to Par­
cinus, to endeavour to fight him, according to Da­
namo's orders. The young prince drew his sword 
with so fierce an air, that Brutus repented more 
thlln once of his undertaking; but Parcinus, per­
ceiving lt·olita all in tears, moved with compassion 
at that sight, made his fourth wi h, and presently 
there arose a great fire up to the ~kies, which sepa­
rated Parcinus from his enemy : this fire made 
prince Brutus and his troop fall back. Tile young 
prince and lrolita, who were a lways attended by 
the faithful slave and lana, found themselves in 
a p;,Jace, the ~ight of which, being a ll fire, at first 
frightenf,d Jrolita; but she was soon encoura"ed, 
when she perceived she felt no greater heat than 
that of the sun, and that this lire bad only the 
flaming quality, anti not those others which ren<lo;r: 
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i1: insupportable . A great many young and hand­
some persons, richly clothed, came from whence 
the flames seemEd to ri3e, to receive the princess 
and her lover. One of them, whom they judged to 
be the queen of that place, by th'l re5pects' paid to 
her, said, ' Come, charming princess, and you, 
lovely Parcinus, you are m the kingdom of the 
Salamanders; I am the queen, and with pleasure 
am charged by Favourable to conceal you seven 
days in my palace: I wish only your abode here 
was to be lon~er.' After these words, she carried. 
them into a large apartment, a ll of fire, like the 
rest of the palace, and which gave as great a light 
as the sun. That night they supped with the 
queen, and had a noble entertainment·; after it was 
over, they went on a terrace, te see an· artificial 
fire of wonderful beauty, and a very singular de­
sian, which was prepared in a great court before 
the Salamander's p~lace: twelve Love~ were on 
pillars of marble, of difierent colours; six of them 
seemed ready to draw their bows, and the six 
others llE: ld out a great plate, whereon these words 
were written in characters of fire: 

' Where'er fair IroJ.ite appears, 
A glorious conquest there she bears: 
Our raging flames, and hotte · t fire, 
:Fall short of what her eses in spire; 
So great's the torment of dts1re.' 

The young Irolita blushed at her own glory, and 
Parcinus was ove1:joyed that she was thought as 
h andsome as she appeared to l1im . In the mean 
time tlle Cup1ds drew their arrows of fire, which 
crossing in the a ir, formed in a thousand places 
the cipher a ud name of Trolita, and carried it up 
to the heavens. The seven day s they stayed in 
this palace were sve nt in pleasure and dive11sions. 
Parcinus olJserved, that all the ::ialamanders had· a 
gre::.t d&al of. spirit· and a chanll..iHg vivacity, were 

VOL, II. li 
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all gallant and amorous, and that the queen her­

self was not exempt from that passion, si nC'e she 

was in love with a young Sa lamander of extraordi­

nary beauty. T he eighth day, they left, with re­

gret, an abode so agre~able to their tenderness, 

and found themselves in a fine fie ld, where Par­

cinus, looking on his ring, found on tl1e four metal$ 

mixed together, these words engraved : 

'You wished too soon .' 

These words affiicted the prince and young prin­

cess; but they were so nigh T'avourable's habita. 

tion, that they hoped to reach it that day. This 

thought suspended their grief; they went forward, 

calling on fortune and love, too often deceitful 

guides. The prince Brutus, following the fairy's 

orders, ne,·er stirred from the place "here the fire 

separated thtm, but lay encamped Lehind a wood; 

wl1en his sentinel , who kept continual watch, in­

formed him that the prince and princess appeared 

on the plain again . He mounted his troop, and 

can~e u1" by night '~ i~;J the unfortunate prince and 

dh·ine J rolita. Parcinus ,,a· not in the least dis­

m:1 etl at tht grea number of tho'e wh0 attacked 

him all at once; ht flew on them with a courage 

that terrifie them: • I fulfil my promise. fair Ire­

lit~•,' said he. drawiu~ hi, sabre; 1 will die for 

s .. u, or deli':er you f om your enemie~.' After 

tiH: e wcrds, he struck the frst Le met, anti felled 

1lln :•t h;s :'t::et; b"ut, oh grief uuexpetted! that 

3<tbre which l.e had of tl-e fairy broke into a thou­

sand pieces . 'Ibis was ·what the fairy expecte 

from the combat with the young prince; for when 

she ~aYe 2ny arms, she charmed them in 1.uch a. 

manner, that when they were made use of again t 

herself, they should break at the fir:lt blow into a 

thousand piece . l'arcinus, thus disanned, could 

not long resist the numbers that surrour:ded him ; 

they took him, loatled him with chains, and made 
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the youug Irolita undergo the same fate. ' Oh! 
fairy Favourable,' cried the prince, melancholily, 
' abandon me to all the rage of Danamo, but saye 
the fair Irolita.' 'You have disobe)•ed the fairy,' 
answered a young man of surprising beauty, who 
appeared in the air; 'you must endure the punish­
ment: if you had not been so prodigal of Favour­
able's assistance, we had presen·ed you against the 
cruelties of Danamo. The whole kingdom of the 
Sylphs are vexed that they had not the glory of 
rendering so charming a prince and so beautiful a 
princess happy.' After this he disappeared. Par­
cinus groaned at his imprudence; he appeared in­
sensible of his own misfortunes, but was cruelly 
agitated with those of Irolita; and the regret of 
having contributed to them had made him die 
away fo r grief, if fate had not prepared more cruel 
torments for him to undergo . The young Irolita 
showed a courage worthy her illustrious blood ; 
and the m~rciless Brutus, far f1 om relenting at so 
moving a sight, redou bled their calamities, which 
he was partly the cause of. Ile separated them, 
and deprived them of the pleasure of complaining 
to each other without redress. After a cruel jour­
ney, they arrived at the wicked f<Liry's, who ex­
pressed a malign joy to see the prince and prin­
cess in a condition so worthy of creating pity in 
any other breast but hers; however, Azira had 
some for Parciuus, but durst not show it before 
the fairy . 'l will,' said that cruel queen, address­
ing herself to the youug prince, 'have the pleasure 
of revenging myself on thy ingratitude; go, instead 
of ascending the lhrone my bounty tlesigued you, 
to the prison of the sea, where I will put an end to 
thy miserable life by the most horrible punish­
ments.' ' I choose rather the most wretched pri­
son,' replied the prince, looking on her fiercely, 
1 than the favours of so unjust a queen.' '' hich 
words provoked her much more, who expected to 
llavt: seen him prostrate at her feet. She made 
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l1im be carried away to the appointed prison. Jro­

lita cried in seein" him go; Azira cou ld not retain 

her sighs; and all the court groaued secretly at so 

cruel an order. For the fair Irolita , the queen 5ent 

her to the castle where she had been kept so long, 

had her carefully guarded, and used her as inhu­

manly as she was capable of. 

The prince's prison was a tower in the midst of 

the sea, built on a small de. ert isle: there lle was 

kept loaded with iron~. and underwent all imagin­

able hardships. What a plact was this for a prince 

fit to rule the whole world! Tile remernbran('e of 

Irol. ta was his sole employ; he called on Favour­

able only to ber a%tstance, and wi bed a thou~and 

times to die, to expiate the crime he had com­

mitted: his fdithful ·lave was put into tile same 

prison, but had not the satisf;Lction of serving his 

ill ustrious master, who had none but rude soldiers 

about biro, de,·oted to the fairy; who, thou!;ii ot,e­

dient to her, CO!Jld not but respect the unhappy 

prince: hi s youth, b?~uty, and above all his <:uu­

rage, touched tiiem with an admiration, tha made 

them look on him P.s a man uperior to all otners. 

The prudent :\l,.na was treated in the ca-;tle wtth 

Irolita m the same manner as the faithful ~lave . 

Noue but Danamo's creatures <"ame nigh the l'' In· 

ce;,s, wno, by her order, excited in her a fr~ h 

grie f every moment, uy tel lin~ ller what the prince 

suffered. The <:alamiue of Parcinus made the 

priuce s sometimes forget the reme:nllranct> of her 

own, and renewed her tears m a place where she 

had so often heard that charming prince swear to 

her an eternal fidelity . ' Alas!' said ~he to he I ·elf, 

' why was you so constant, my dear prince ; indeed 

your inhdelity would b:L\'e co t me my life ; but 

what »igni!ied that ? ou would, af•er that, have 

been happy.' Danamo, who took some time to 

prepare a charm of el\traordiuary fore.:, sent Iro­

lita, in the morning, two lamp , one of qold, the 

other crystal; the golden oue was lighted. Da-
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namo ordered her not to let one of those two lamps 

go out, but told her, she mi!;(ht keep wh1ch she 

pleased lighted. Irolita auswered, •.'lith her natural 

sweetness, sh e should obey her, without :;ea1 ching 

into tlle si~u1fication of 1t. She carried the two 

lam ps carefully into her closet; and as the golden 

one was li !-(hted, she put it not out all that day, 

and lighted the other the uext day, aud so con­

tinued to ooE:y the fa1ry. She had kept theoe lamps 

fifteen days, when her health began to dnninioh, 

winch she tllou ght nnght be occasioned by her 

grief, but wllen the.> told her rarcmus was very 

ill, her p1ercing grief and violent O]>pression rai sed 

pity in all the women about her. One n1ght, when 

tbey were all asleep, Olle of them weut softly to 

the princess, and ~eemg the crystal lamp burning; 

• \\hat 15 1t ) ou do, great princess? >aJd ohe to 

her; put out that fatal light; your health del ends 

upon 1 t: preserve a life so valuable from the cru­

elties of Dauamo.' 'Alas!' reJ-llied the mt>lancholy 

Irolita, in a lane;uishing air, 'she has made it so 

mberable, that it IS a kmd of favour in the fairy 

to afiord me the means of putting au end to it: 

but, ' continued she p• esently after, W1tll an emo­

tion tlJat brought a colour in her fccce, ' who&e life 

doe ' l11at gold lamp prevail over?' 'Parcinus's,' 

rep! ied Dan~mo's confidant, who spoke to the prin­

cess by her order; for that w1cked fairy had a 

mind to torment her, by letting her know how 

cruel her fate was. At tins news, the grief of hav­

in~ herself taken care to put an end to Parcinus's 

days, made her lie some time insensible; but when 

:~he came to her:;elt~ and, in recovenng her senses, 

res umed her sorrows, ' Odious fairy!' said she, 

when she had power to speak; 'barbarous fairy! 

h not my death suthc1ent to appea~e thy rage! but 

to be more cruel, thou must destroy, by my hands, 

a pnnce so dear to me, who is deserving of the 

tenderest and most perfect love. But death, a 

thousaud times more kind than thou, will shortly 
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d eliver me from al l the mi chiefs thy rage invent& 
against a passion so violent and faithful.' The 
young princess cried continually o\·er the fatal 
l amp on which Parcinus's life depended, and light­
ed none out her own, which she sa'v burn with 
j oy, as a sacrifice she offered up to her lo,·e and 
l over. A ll this time th«t unhappy l'rince wa~ 
t ormented with punishments his courage could not 
support: the fairy made the &oldiers who guaTded 
h im, and feigned to be sensible of that illustt ious 
prince's sorrows, tell !tim, that Irolita had con­
'Sented to marry the prince Brutus in a few days 
after he was put into pr!son, and that that princess 
:seemed very well content with her ruarriaae, at all 
t he feasts that were made to celebrate it; and in 
short, that she was gone away with her husband. 
T his was a mi fortune the prince di<l not expect, 
and was the only one that <"ould be greater than 
his constancy. ''Vllat, my dear Irolita, are you 
u nfaithful to me,' said the sad prince, ' to be 
prince Brutus's? You have only bewailed my mis­
fortunes; you ha,·e thou<~ht only of putting an end 
to those my tenderness caused you: but live happy, 
ungrateful lrolita; I adore you, inconstant a; you 
are, and will die for my love, thou;;u >JOt permitted 
t he honour of dying for my princes~.· ' 'tulst the 
u nfor-tunate Po.rcinus wa· thus afflicting hirn;elf, 
and the tender Irolita was wasting ht>r life to pro­
l ong l1er lover's, Danamo wa~ affected with Azira's 
despair, who died <LWay for grief at the hardships 
of Parcinus: in short, the cruel fairy perceiving, 
that to save her daughter's life she mu .. t pardou 
the prince, suffered her to go to ee him, ant! to 
promise l1im all he houltl name if he would marry 
her; and ~t the same time re olvetl to haYe put 
I rolita to death as soon as the prince had accepted 
the propositions . 'lhe hopes of seeing l'arcmus 
again gave the melancholy Azira new life: the 
queen hid her send to Irolita for tne lamp, that 
>6}lt migh t be sure it did not burn; whicu order 
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seemed more cruel than all the rest to the sorrow­

ful Irolita. How great was her uneasiness for the 

life of Parcinus? ' Be not so concerned for the 

life of that prince,' said the women to her, who 

were about her; 'he is going to marry the princess 

Azira, and 'tis she who, careful of his life, sends 

for the lamp.' The torment of jealousy, which was 

wanting among all her misfortunes, nevtr, till after 

these words, had any share in her calamities. e­

vertheless, Azira went to see the prince, and offered 

herself and kingdoms to him, pretending to be ig­

norant that he had heard of Irolita's marriage with. 

:Brutus; by which example, she would have con. 

vinced him he had carried his constancy too far. 

Parcinus, to whom nothing was valuable but his 

beloved Irolita, preferred his prison and sufferings 

before liberty and empire . Azira despaired at his 

refusal, and her grief rendered her equally unhappy 

as that prince . 
During this time, the fairy Favourable, who till 

then had boasted of the insensibility of her heart, 

was uot able to resist the charms of a young prince 

in her court, who was in love with her; and this 

fairy could not have resolved to listen to him, had 

110t the pride of her soul been overcome by the 

violence of her passion : in short, she yielded to 

the desire of letting him know how he triumphed . 

The pleasure of spea"king to what we love seemed 

then so charming to her, and so worthy of being 

desired, that approving what she had blamed so 

much, she came in haste to the assistance of Par­

cinus and the fair Irolita. 

Ilad she stayed a little longer, it would have been 

too late; the fatal lamp of Irolita. had but six days 

to burn, and the grief of the unhappy Parcinus had 

almost put an end to his days. Favourable arrived 

at Danamo's palace, and as her power was superior 

to hers, she would be obeyed in spite of the wicked 

fairy. The prince was fetched out of his prison; 

from whence he would not stir, till he was assured 
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by Fa,·ourable, that the fair Irolita might slill be 
his. Ile appeared, for all his paleness, as hand­
some as the day, and went with the fairy Favour­
able to the princess's castle, whose lamp cast but 
a glimmering l ight. The dy ing Irolita would not 
consent to have it put out, till she was assured of 
the fidelity of her happy lover. o words or e~­
pressions are lively and tender enough to give an 
idea of their joy to see each other again. l 'avour­
ab le made them instantly resumt: their former 
charms, and endowed them with a lon~ life aud 
constant happiness; hut for the1r tendernes~, she 
had nought to add to that. l.Janamo, outrageous 
to see her authority defeated, ~illed her~elf, !e~tving 
the fate of Azira and Drutus entirely to lrolita,, 
w ho took no other revenge than marrying them 
both together. Parcinus, as generous as constant, 
accepted only of his father's IUngdom, and left 
tho:.e of Danamo to Azira. 1 he nuptials of the 
prince and divine Irol ita were solemnized with 
great magnificence; and after having paid their ac-
1mowledgments to Favourablt, and rewarded the 
sJa,·e and prud~nt 1\Iana, they set out fo r their 
kingdom; where the prince and lo,·ely lrolita en­
joyed the happiness of a passion, as tender and 
con~tant in their prosperity as it was violent and 
faithful in their adver~lty. 



GENTLEMAN-CITIZEN. 153 

CONTINUATION OF THE GENTLEMAN­

CITIZEN. 

1\I A r. THo N 1 D A had no sooner made an end of h cr 

story, than all the company commended it. 'Wei l,' 

said 1\'Iadame de Rouet, 'I am charmed and sur­

prised at the gallant turn of l\1arthonida's wit.' 

' Indeed,' added l\Iauame de Lure, in her affected 

way, 'I am not so unhappy in coming into this 

country as I thought I should be; for in short, I 

could not believe that there was an ounce of good 

sense in the whole province.' 'Upon my word,' 

said Madaroe St. Thomas, with some impatience, 

'you Paris ladies set us off at a fine rate, when 

you think us such fools.' 'It is the most erroneous 

opinion in the wcrld,' said Dandinardiere; ' it is 

enough to see you, and hear you talk, to make a 

more sound judgment; for to be sincere with yo u, 

all that I have known at court must yield to the 

illustrious ladies here .' ' I have some thoughts , 

dear cousin,' added the widow, 'to settle here, and 

would be glad to meet with a pretty estate that I 

might purchase.' ' How much, madam,' said the 

baron, ' would you lay out?' 'That,' sai<.l she, 

'depe11ds entirely upon the title; I shou ld be glad 

it was a marquisate, and should be willing to give 

se vPn thousand franks.' 'Seven thousand franks!' 

replied the viscount; ' sure ly, madam, yo u don't 

think as you speak.' '·why, sir,' cried &he, 'can a 

marquisate in the country be worth more? They 

give them away at PBris, and know 11.0t what t.o do 

with them. }'or my part, I must own, 1 shall be 

almost ashamed to be a marchioness; I have much 

atlo to resolve on it: but if you know of one, I 

should be very much ob liged to yo u if you would 
1!2 
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tell me, because I have money by me, which I 
don't know how to Jay out. Indeed I might buy a 
palace at Paris; but as I am so wel l known iu that 
city and at court, I sho uld be exposed to more 
visits than I could well dispense with.' 

'Is it possible, madam,' said the prior, 'that you 
~an think of having a palac·e for e,·en thou and 
franks, when we can hardly have a th atched house 
here for that price?' 'Gh! .i\lr. Prior,' said 1\1 adame 
de Lute,' I see you do11.t know how much that is, 
;md it would be losing one's labour to tell you.' 
'You are certainly in the right there,' replied Dan­
dinardiere, in th e most malicious air he could af­
fect; 'the, e abbots will be always meddling, and 
oftentimes they !mow not what they say.' '1 here 
I think you haYe Monsieur le Prior,' said the vis­
<"ount, smiling. 'Indeed he has,' replied be; 'but 
I could not have expec.ed it from my friend Dan­
dinard iere: but now-a-days we acrifice a fritnd at 
any time for a joke's sake.' 'ror lll.)' part,' sai d 
Virginia, '1 am not of that stamp; 1 would ha\'e 
people be atteuli\•e to e\·ery tlun<r.' ' Ab! fair 
\'irginia,' said tl e qe1 tleman-c;t, ' I am undone, 
and more than uudone, if you are again st me; the 
ascendant that IJean:n has given you over me is 
so great, that I am not able to resist when you 
attack me: alas! the power you haYe OYer me has 
appeared but too much, since I have been in this 
l.tou e. I w;o bro ught here, dear coustn,' said he, 
addressing himself to l\Jadame de Rouet, ' by the 
most strauge and urprihing adventure that could 
happen to a man of quality, which l ' ll tell yo u in 
particular; for it wou ld be unjubt to Ure these 
ladies 'lith the recital. What l have to tell you, 
is, that I have an enemy not far off, who employs 
:fire and sword, and al l manuer of enchantment , 
against me.' ' What's this yo n tel~ me ?' cried the 
,vidow; '1 am frightened at tbis prelude.' ' .rhe e 
geutlemen and ladtes, ' replied the cit, 'can justify 
what I ad\·ance, and can tell you, at the same 
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time, with what courage I behaved myself in all 

these insults; no rock was ever more firm than I 
have been; which makes my enemy de~ pair: in 

short, he has endeavoured to vanquish me l.y the 

the most unheard-of treasons.' • Upon my word, 

sir,' said Madame de Lure, 'I wish I had not at 

this time seen you, for I dread so much, lest any 

misfortune should befall you, that f shall not get 
one wink of sleep this night.' 'My fate is to be 

envied then,' replied Dandinardiere, gallantly; 
'methinks I have nothing to fear, since you are 

interested in my fortune.' ' Here are ladies,' said 

the \'iscount, pointing to Virginia and Marthonida, 
'who assuredly bear no less a share with you, and 

if Monsieur VillE>ville pretends to use you ill, have 

perhaps power enough to put a stop to his vi9-

lences.' 'Who is that you are speaking of?' said 

the widow. 'A gentleman of merit,' sa1d the vis­

count, 'was he not an enemy of ou1· friend here.' 

'Indeed! l hav.e seen him,' replied she, ' and now 
perfectly remember him.' ' You remember him!' 
answered Dandinanliere, knitting his brows; 'you 
now joke with me; he is a clown T would make no 

comparison with: and I am surprised, that a wo­

man so well dressed as you are, can allow a man 

of that stamp to be tolerable.' Madame Rou~t, 

who had secretly an inclination for Villeville, find­

ing herself sensibly touched, replied in a deriding 

manner, 'And pray who are you, good Monsieur 
Dandinardiere? Does your removal from St. Den­
nis street to the sea-side authorize you to call all 

mankind scoundrels?' 'II a! madam mushroom,' 

cried he, as red as fire, 'truly it does not become 

you of all people to talk against me; without my 
money your father would have narrowly escaped 

the---.' 'What insolence is this!' said she; 

'my father suffered by your breaking.' In short, 

the dispute began with so much warmth on both 

sides, that the gentlemen, thinking it might be 

carried too far, and fearing lest Madame St. Tllu-
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mas, who was always upon the inquiry, shoulu 
discover the true original of our cavalier, and Jearn 
more than they would have her, endeavoured all 
they could to ma,ke a peace; and with them, l\la­
dame de Lure was very earuest to reconcile them, 
for she would not for ever so much haYe it said in 
the country, that she kept company with a citizen. 
But this quarrel of the widow's and Dandinardiere's 
was got already to a great height; however, out of 
manners, and respect due to the entreaties of their 
friends, they held their tongues, though their rage 
plainly disco,•ered itself by their eyes, and Sf:'Veral 
reflections passed backwards and forwards, without 
mentioning any names. 

The baron at last, thinking it would be the best 
way to part them, to that end saiu, ' I believe, la­
dies, it will not be amiss if we should take a turn 
or two in the wood, where we diverted ourselves in 
the rooming.' 'Upon my word,' said tl e widow, 
' the situation is infinitely agreeable; I love the 
sea to distraction, and very much approve of the 
custom of the Venetians, who marry it every year: 
~tnd was I the doge's wife, I would marry it too, 
or at ledst make some alliance or friendship with 
it.' After this speech she rose up, without once 
looking upon Dandinardiere; and catching hold 
of l\Iadame St. Thomas's arm, said to her, 'Come, 
let us recreate ourselves by this ungovernable ele­
ment's side.' The baroness upon this pulled her 
arm hastily away, and told her, she was able 
enough to support herself, Y?ithout making her her 
h:aning-stock. 'l he widow, -who was not a little 
out of humour at her cousin the cit, thought her­
self affronted by the barone. s, and made answer, 
' Indeed, there are some people in the world, who, 
instead of offering ro~es, present naught but the 
prickles.' ' 0! I understand you,' said the ba­
rone s, with a haughty air, 'you are the flower, 
and I the thorn . "\Vell, if you are a rose, it is, I 
etm sure, a fading one.' 'You are Yery imnltin~, 
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madam,' answered the widow, colouring; ' had I 

thought of this reception, some miracle most have 

been wrought to ha,•e made me have done you the 

honour of a visit.' 'It is what I could very well 

have excused,' said the baroness, who was resolved 

to have the last word. 'Indeecl, my dear,' said 

the baron, 'you have a great mind to vex me to­

day.' 'I know you, sir! ' replied she. raising her 

' 'oice; 'I know you would take the great Turk's 

part, if it was but against me; but a separate 

maintenance will make me easy.' The goddess of 

discord herself seemed to have taken up her resi­

dence that day at this house, for there was nothing 

to be heard but ·wranglings and difftrences; how­

ever, Monsieur St. Thomas made his wife no an­

swer, but engaged the ladies to go into the wood, 

lea,•ing tbe baroness and Dandinardiere together, 

who at that time agreed extrao.l'dinar'ily in their 

sentiments of Madame Rouet. 'Well,' said 1\Ia­

dame St. Thomas. ' will yoLl give me leave to speak 

my mind freely to you?' ' Oh! you do me too 

much honour,' replied the cit. ' Then,' answered 

she, 'I must needs say, your cousin ':is a very im­

pertinent creature.' 'My cousin!' replied he; '0, 

madam, she is nothing related to me; we are only 

cousins---you understand me.' 'If I do,' said 

she, ' I have more understanding than any woman 

in Europe bes ides, to guess at au entire history 

without one single syllable's being mentioned.' 

• Oh! how hap py is a man,' cried Dandinardiere, 

'to have a wife of so much merit: if Heaven had 

given me such a one, I should have adored her as 

much as the Chinese worship their pagods: I 

should kiss her little toes, and gnaw her mittens.' 

• Ent you see,' said the baroness, ' bow my husband 

uses me: I must tell :rou, 1\Ionsieur Dandin.ardiere, 

there is not a m an 1n the world so uneornplaisant 

as himself; for though he appears sweet and agree­

;,ble, in the bottom he is but sour. For my part, I 

\\'as born &nrl bred with a _politeness, wbi<i:h su<;h 
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ill-usage cannot bt:: pleasing to.' ' I believe as 
much,' said Dandinardiere; ' any one may have 
my soul, by using soft and obliging expressions: 
but if I am dealt roughly with, l am as hard as 
iron; all the devils in hell, fairies, sorctrers, and 
magicians, can never tnake any thing of me.' 'lfa! 
I love you for that,' cried she, 'you are exactly of 
my temp"r; we certainly were fashioned by the 
same model: but to return to what you told me; 
what, is not this widow your relation?' ' Good 
God! no, madam,' replied he, somewhat angry; 'I 
have told you so once, and tell you so again. 
One of her uncles had the care of my house; and 
when she was young and handsome, slle u.ed often 
to come and see him : and as I was young LOo, I 
used to tell her tine 8tories.' 'Oh! fye, fye, sir,' 
cried she; 'I would not have such a woman brag 
that she knows me for all the w0rld; and I'll go 
and tell her this minute, that if she ever names 
me, I'll sit as close to her as her sh1ft to her back.' 
'You take things too literally,' reJ, lied the cit: 'I 
don't prttend Lo cast any reflection upon ::\ladame 
de Rouet'• virtue; what I meant was in relation 
to her quality and miue: for, madam, if we come 
to be so strict in this !JOint, thaL all women were 
to giYe a good proofs of their lh·es and couver a­
tion as the knights of ::'IIalta do of their nobility, 
the v1rtuous l ad•e~ might ln·e by them elve . Come, 
we mu t not l;e uucbantable.' ' ' ince ·our maxims 
and rome, Mon. ieur Dandinard1ere,' said l\Tadame 
St. Ihoma•, 'are grounded upon different princi­
ples, )OU will not take it amis:; if I don ' t belie,•e 
you.' 'Gooc\ God !' said he, 'would you upon this 

· fall out with your hu baud ?' 'Yes,' said she,' you 
your elf can't but have een how he carried it with 
the cit: I 11lways lo"e to speak my mind; and be­
tween you and I, l belie,·e he has been acqua inted 
with her a long while.' 

As they were talking thus friendly together 
Alain came in and interrupted Lhem, gapins and 
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staring as if he had been stuck, which surprised 

his master; but after some little pause, he went 

close to him, and whispering him in the ear, bid 

him to prepare for the other world, for that Ville­

ville was in the wood laughing and prating, as if 

he was in no fear of him; that himself was hid be­

hind a tree, from whence he could easily see ],im; 

and that he was grown half a yard taller than he 

was before. The baroness observ mg that the news 

Alain brought disturbed the tranquillity of Dan­

dinardiere's countenance, told him, that perhaps 

she might be troublesome, and so left him, not a 

little pleased at her ab&ence. As soon as she was 

gone, and be found himself at liberty, he <>.sked his 

valet if be was sure he had seen Ville,•itle. 'Don't 

:flatter yourself, sir,' said he, ' that I was mi ~taken, 

for I saw h im as plain as I now see my own fo0t; 

and l 'll tell yo u the wholt: story. When these 

ladies came out of your chamber, 1 was in tile dark 

passar e, and heard one of them say to the ge ntle­

men, Jle is a sorry fellow, a tntdesmau in St. l•en­

nis street, with whom J used, some time since, to 

lay out some money ; but of late he has h«cl a 

great inclination to counte1 feit a man of qua lity, 

and so makes sport: and as I buy a great deal upon 

credit, I divert myself with him, and cal l him 

cousin, to get the more time, for we court Jar!Jes 

have not always ready money. With a great many 

more things,', ~aid Alain, 'which l caunot remem­

ber.' '1 find th y memory is only good at this sor t 

of stories,' answered h1s ma ster. '!ndeed, s1r,' con­

tim.ed Alam, 'l'd rather be hanged for a fau xson­

I1ier than tell a lie; for I am sure I repeat the 

words 1 heard 'lS true as any conjurer's book . .But 

to return to these ladies: l follo weJ them very 

softly, and crept as close to them as possible; and 

as th~y were chattering and prating, they heard 

the trotting of a horse, and upon our loo king be­

hind us, who should appear but that hangtrace 

Villeville, who bowed to them to the very ground; 
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in tbe mean time, I trembled lil<e an aspen leaf, 
and retired to inform you.' 'This is an affair,' 
cried Dandinanliere,' that requires a great deal of 
coru;idl':ration : since my enemy appears o much 
hereabouts, and passes and repasses every night 
and morning, to be sure he has told lbe widow, 
and she'll---Why, Alain, why lJa,t thou no 
heart?' 'And what if 1 had oue, sir,' replied he, 
' what should WE': do?' '\\'hat I am very confident 
we never shall do,' said the cit,' for thou ha t not 
coura!Je: what signifies my laying schemes, then, 
for thee to execute? The best way will be to tbiuk 
of a reb·eat.' ''1 bat's well said, sir,' adde<l Alain, 
'lest that desperate cutting: aud slashing fellow, 
1\Tr. llobert, should play us some trick.' 'But what 
shall we do?' sairl Dandinardiere; ' for if they 
should meet with u~ upon the road, we are undone.' 
'IIa\'e a little patience, sir,' said Alain; 'I'll put 
you into our cart, and cover yon over with your 
books.' 'Excellently well thought on,' said Dan­
tlinardiere; 'but first go again to the place where 
you saw \'illeville, aud come and tell me whether 
he is there.' .L>\lain obeyed, and crept up by a dark 
shady alley to the ]•lace where the company were, 
but saw not his master's dreadful foe, though he 
looked carefully all about, and afterward re~u1·ned 

to his master, to tell him he had nothing to fear, 
for that thi terrible myrmidon was gone. ~ ' o 
sooner did this jo) ful news reach his ears, than he 
cried out,' Let us rro, ant! add fre h laurd · to those 
which adorn my brow. lteach me my arms and 
roy iJoot~, and go and saddle my Ducephalus. 
\Vhat! shall tha impudent varlet come wh~re I 
«m' I'll teach him to come here.' 1ilain all this 
time looked UJ on h1> master with the utmo~t am:Ize­
meut; but at last rl'CO\' ring hb surpri e, s.1itl,' Cau 
it be proper to arm yourst:lf; ·our hca'l i· \'ery 
l>ad, alit] your poor shoul<ler ha\ e not yet I·eco­
vtred the dam:.~ge from the ad\·enture of the bed.' 
Da dinan.liere pretended not to heM Alain, but 
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mil>ding to talk to himself, said, ' But to generous 

souls virtue makes no account of years.' And 

then again, with more pint and courage, • Show 

yourselves, ye Navarriaus, l\1oors, and Castilians.' 

And so continued repeatmg several places of the 

Cid.. 
While he was thus exercising himself for battle, 

he got armt:d, and theu mounted his poor palfrey, 

who was much ga) er than Ills master, by having 

five or six days' good feed in Ius belly, and sall1ed 

out towards the wood. with his lance in h1s hand, 

with which he beat all the bu~hes as he went along. 

The noise he made ooliged the lad1es to turn a l!out, 

who were surpnsed at h1s equipage, and burst out 

a-laughing, especially the widow, who, to show· 

her tine teeth, set up a halloo a~ain. Dandlllar­

diere, upon this, to signaltz!! himself and to re l'eltge 

the affront, seeine; her cornet, wluciJ was adu1 ,,ed 

with rose-coloured ribbons, standing up very high, 

made no more to do but run Ius lance mto it, and 

not only carried it away, but also a fal se tower of 

fair hair, which she wore to conceal her fiery locks, 

and left he1· quite hare-headed. lL may easily be 

thought she was not a little enra!;ed and vexed; 

she screamed out ternbly, while the hor~e, fright­

ened at the ribbons that hung before h1s eye~, and 

the noise she made, ran away with his master; 

who could not have stopped _him, lutd not Vi lie­

ville, who had left the comp>my, and a~ be passed 

by stopped to speak to l\Ir. Robert, tnmed himself 

about, and seeing Dand inardiere 111 that danger, 

caught hold of the bridle: and makmg use of this 

opportunity to put that project in execution which 

the VJscount, the prior, fl.nd himself, had concerted, 

he said to him, drawing his sword,' Wt:ll, Monsieur 

Dandinardiere, since we are thus fortunately met, 

let us decide our quarrel, and cut each other's 

throat genteelly.' Which struck such a damp upon 

his ~pirits, that he was not able to open his lips; 

especially when he saw the iword glittering l>efor<~~ 
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his eyes, he had like to have died away with the 
fright. At last, after a quarter of an hour's silence, 
he got out, 'I will not tight when I am in armour; 
I am a man of too much honour to fight with so 
great an advantage.' ' Have at you, then,' said 
Villeville, clapping the point of his sword to his 
throat. Upon which Dandinardiere, falling off his 
horse, cried out, ' Oh! Mr. Robert, I am dead; 
come and bleed me presently. Oh! good dear J.Vlon­
sieur Villeville, don't kill me; I beg my life, and 
if this habit of war displeases you, I'll renounce it 
for ever.' 'There's only one thing,' said Villeville, 
• that can save you from my rage; I will give you 
your life, provided you will promise me to marry 
one of the l\Iadame St. Thomas's.' 'Name which,' 
said Dandinardiere; ' for if you order me, I'll 
marry them both, and the father and mother too.' 
• I leave you to your own choice,' said Villeville; 
'bnt if you don't 111ake use of the honour that I 
would procure for you, depend upon it I'll kill 
you, if you are a hundred feet under ground.' The 
cit, thinking hi:nself the happiest of all men to 
come off so well, got up, shaking like one in an 
ague, and cast himself at the feet of hi terrible 
enemy, assuring him, that he would neglect nothing 
that lay in his power to obey him in: anrl to show 
his submission, asked, to kiss hi5 hand, which Yille­
ville gravely held out, telling him withal, that he 
thouaht it would be most proper for him to ask 
Virginia of :\Ionsieur St. Thoma who would be 
brought to give his consent the more easily. When 
he saw that he hat! forgivtn him, and that they 
were friends,' You shall now prescribe me laws,' 
answered the cit, 'and I'll agree to whatever you 
negotiate.' Villeville, fortified with thi promise, 
returned back again, and taking the vi count and 
prior a5ide, told them that thcrt was no occa ion 
to brin~ ~Ir. Robert upou the stage, and to contrive 
a meeting for himself and Daudinardiere, since 
chance had effected what they might have found 
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more difficult than thE>y imagined; and then told 

what bad happened. These two gentlemen were 

not a little pleased at this news, and resolved, 

without losing any time, to conclude the marriage; 

but were in some embarrassment, lest the widow, 

upon this account, sbould submit to a reconcilia­

tion with her cousin, and advise him to the con· 

trary; till Villeville informed them that he had 

some ascendancy over her, and would let l1er into 

the secret; assuring them that she would be over­

joyed at this mark of confidence, and would second 

them in their project. And accordingly he went 

to her, while the viscount discoursed Monsieur 

St. Thomas, who received the proposal agreeably 

enough. As for Madame St. Thomas, she consented 

to it in a fit of caprice, which seldom lasted long; 

and Vi1·ginia received it with joy, being prepos­

sessed that Dandinardiere was a hero, who had 

performed several noble exploits . So that they, 

who had all been, as one may say, at daggers­

drawing some hours before, were very good friends. 

When Dandinardiere came to them, he trembled, 

and was as pale as death; every one received him 

with open arms, and endeavoured to make him for­

get the catastrophe attending his combat. In short, 

he demanded Virginia in form, was favourably re­

ceived, and the viscount proposed to return in 

doors, to draw up the articles . But how great 

was · poor Alain's astonishment, to see the wolves 

and lambs herding together, meaning Villeville and 

Dandinardiere, who embraced one another every 

minute, and were continually shaking hands. He 

s tood stock still, gaping ann staring 1 ike one fright­

ened; but when he was told that his master was 

to marry Virginia, and that his happiness was en­

tirely owing to the management of Monsieur Ville· 

' 'il le, he went singing, jumping, and dancing about 

the house, just out of his senses . 

Dandinardiere was disarmed by young Madame 

St. Thomas, like another Don Quixote, and be· 
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decked with flowers, e''ery one calling him by 
some merry name or other; till the baron, who 
begaL• now to be interested himself, tles1red the 
viscount, prior, and Villeville, to look upon him 
as one who was to bt hi, s<..n-in-law. From that 
very night, turkeyo, chickens, ducks, &r. went all 
to the spit and pot, fo1· Monsieur &t. 'J. hum as was 
at all the ex .ences of the weJd1n2.. whit:h was all 
the portion the cit W«o to ha,·e with 11i wife, be­
side~ the lmack of making stones, which might be 
inhented by tile ir po~terity. ll owever, J ancl•nar­
diere was sati,fied, or at lea-;t J. ret~ml ed to he so, 
out of his dread of Villev.llt, w1thout whom the 
match had never been broug-ht to bear. Anti after 
some day of mirtll anti fea~t111e:, Da 1d 10ard iere 
took hi• wife home, accompanied wit11 11er ~bter; 
and left Alain, with his cart .and asses, behind, to 
bring his &tudy. 
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THE KNIGHTS-ERRANT . . 
TRE night had no sooner spread her sable mantle 

over the earth, than there arriYed on the banks of 

the T::~gus a knight in black armour : his helmet 

was adorned w1th a plume of t;lack and white 

feathers, and under Ins visor, which was half lifted 

up, the1e aJ,pear~d a beautiful f~ce, whereon sor­

row and eTlef >eemed Lo be painted. Ou h1s arm 

he bore a sh;eld of burnished steel, on wl;tch was 

figured a ro>e-bud broken ofr the stalk, and a pome­

granate tree thrown down to the grounrl, with this 

devtce, 71 ith the same stroke. His horse was 

black as jet, but of so stately a can iage, that he 

was an additiOJ.1 to the good mien of his master. 

This knight, ofter having followed the course of 

the river for some paces, then forced himself into 

the tl!tckest part of a wooJ which stood on his 

rigbt hand, and there ali~;htmg off his horse, aud 

givin)! his helmet to his esquire, he laid lumse l( 

down on the g1aas to think on his mttir·ortuues, 

and how he might 1 evenge himself 011 him tlt,,t had 

bee1 the cause of ll:em; \\hen 11e heard a voice, 

which obligtd him to mal<.e a truc-e with his re­

fle ctwns . ' Forbear, Adelinda,' said that voice, 

'to l'ersuade me to li.ve and oeek relief, since 1 can 

ho1--e for none but from ruy de -pAir.' 

Tite~e tender wot ds nu sooner reached the ears 

of our knight, but lte took 111 i!elmet from his 

esqu11 e, and went tn to the thickeot of those bushes 

wlt tc!. pt eventeJ Ins seemg the rerson who com­

pia tiled, but scarcely hdd he goue twenty steps 

bel"o1 e he perceived two womeu f, e<tted on the grass, 

one of whom, who >eemed uut to J,e at;o, e the age 

of fifteen, was a l.leauty that could not have been 
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exceeded, in this knight's eye , but by the lady he 
regretted every moment he breathed. '111adam,' 
said be, 'the complaints I have heard from your 
fair mouth give me no room to doubt of the great 
misfortunes wherewith you are oppre~,ed: l should 
think myself happy, if I could, before the end of 
this my misemble life, destroy your enemies; anti, 
to oblige you to entertain the more confidence of 
my sincere intentions, must tell you that I am 
Elmedorus of Granada, Knight of the Fatal Sword, 
so well known throughout all Spain for the love I 
bear the incomparable Alzayda.' 'Sir,' said the 
unknown lady, raising herself up as soon as £lme­
dorus had spoken,' your name is so much celebrated 
in the world, that it is enough to hear it, to be per­
suaded that nothing is impossible for your arm to 
execute. You will pardon me, if the dreadful mis­
fortunes wherewith I am persecuted force me to 
accept of the generous offers you make me; and 
that you may be the better informed of my enemies, 
gile me leave to tell you my adventures.' 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE PRINCESS ZAMEA AND THE 

PRINCE ALMANZON. 

'I AM daughter to Zamut, king of Fez, and the 

Queen Zamara. The many years they were without 

children, made them look upon me as a gift of 

Heaven, for whom they could not have too great a 

tenderness: and as the people generally follow the 

examples of their sovereigns, I became the delight 

of the whole c.ourt. The small stock of beauty I 

was mistress of, and the crown of Fez, to which I 

was heir, engaged most of the princes of Africa to 

come and lay themselves at my feet . They neglect­

ed nothing that might please: the court of Fez 

never was so splendid before; not a day passed 

without either horse-races, tournaments, or other 

diversions, in which I always gave the prize. 

Among this great number of knights and princes, 

the Prince of l\Iaroc, surnamed the Terrible for his 

extraordinary size and fierce lool<, was the person 

for whom the king my father designed me, and to 

whom he promised his consent if he could obtain 

mine. These flattering promises made Zoroaster, 

which was his name, redouble his cares; but the 

more zeal he showed for my service, the more I 

hated him. The king's friendship for him was a 

great grief to me; and I often told the queen 

my mother, from whom I concealed nothing, that 

I would sooner die than marry him. 

'At that time Zoroaster, to celebrate my birth­

day, published a tournament, and sent challenges 
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to all the courts of Spain and Africa, for all kni!::ltt& 
to come and confess the prince s of Fez to be the 
greate t beauty in the wo1 ld. So great and bold a 
contempt of princesbe , adored· by so many ill li S· 
trious knights, brought great numbers to Fez on 
the day appointed; when the king. que~:n, and 
mysPif were placed on scaffold , bUJlt on purpose, 
and covered with tapestnes and velvet embrotrler. 
ed with gold, with the whole court, rna!!nilicently 
dre sed, at our feet. As soon as tl.e JUdges of the 
field had opened the rail, Zoroaoter entered the 
lists in gold armour, beset with emerald>; h•s hel­
met wa co,·eJ ed with grPtn and ro e·coloured 
feathers, ami on his shield, which wa, the s .. me a 
his armour, he bore the rer,re· entation of a . enus 
preseutin~ me a golden apple, . ith this device, To 
her I yield. 

'After having passed by the king, and saluted us 
·with a fierce and lofty air, he placed him elf at the 
end of the career, to wait for ttJo e who would di s­
pute the pn:.~e with him. ln It ·s til an a quar ter of 
an hour a kntght pr sented hun-elf, wno~e maj estic 
mien drew e,·pry one's eyes upon J.im; but IllS a1m 
d;d not correspond with hi> otately can iage, for 
Zo1oaster soon rid himself of that enem , a1.d se­
veral .other>, and never doubted IJut he should 
carry tile pn~e, which was my pi ture set round 
wtth diamu11d , when a confused noioe that ''as 
heard among tile crowd ~a,· t- u · new atr.,nuon: it 
was o{;casioued by a young knight who ~~sked to 
enter the lists. But, 0 heavens! how fatal was 
that sight to me! aud what tears has that day co t 
me! That amJable stranger's aJ mour was ilver 
enamelled with blue, with a lart:e plume of blue 
and white feathtr on his helmet; Ius SJ\Jeld, which 
was tJ e ~arne as his i>rert t-piece, in the middle had· 
a l ar·~e ruby haped l1ke a ileart, and this device 
und er •t, 1 or the .(airc\t. IIi hor:,e wa 1•hite 
as oow, and so proud of having the mo t charmmcr 
of men upon his !Jack, that he made the ground 



PRINCESS ZAM:EA, &c. 169 

tremble under him. The whole court could not 
but admire this handsome stranger; and for my 
part, I must confess I never before conceived so 
much trouble, nor more joy, than when I saw him, 
in the second career, throw the terrible Zoroaster 
to the ground. Every body said he deserved the 
prize; and the judges of the field, desiring him to 
dismount, led him to the king's scaffold, who ordered 
me to give him my picture, which he received after 
so noble a manner, that he appeared more lovely 
in my eyes. 

' Tht' tournaments being thus ended, I returned 
with the queen my mother to the palace; where, 
in the evening, there wa~ a fine ball, at which all 
the knights were present but Zoroaster, who was 
so bruised by his fall that he was forced to keep 
his bed for se\·eral days. The stranger, whom we 
knew afterwards to be the Prince of Tunis, sur­
named the Knight of the Sun, because he always 
bore the figure of that bright light on his shield 
till that day, was most magnif1cently dressed, and 
drew on him the eyes of the assembly a second 
time;· and as he appeared to us in the tournament 
the god of war, in this fine tire s we took him for 
the god of love. l\Iy heart, though armed with all 
the pride I was mistress of, could not resist so 
many charms, but was forced to yield to this young 
hero; my eyes made the same impression on his 
soul, for during the ball he regarded nothing but 
me, and I knew with pleasure that the same flame 
kindled in his breast. 

' Several days had passed after his arrival, in 
which he never spoke to me but by tender looks 
and sighs; till one afternoon, when none were by 
but my women, he said, l\Iadam, this heart, which 
Jus been reserved till now for the fairest, has fo~nd 
at last what it has sought: the Pnncess Zamea 
cannot have rivals who dare dispute with her the 
prize of beauty; but l have reason to fear lest this 
poor present should be refused, which will make 

l'OL. JI. I 
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me the most unfortunate of all men t It i, ,, 

agreeable, replied I, smiling, to obtain the ~loriou~ 

prize you offer, that you had no ne~;t.l to tear l>ei11,:; 

rejected. If I am so happy, replied Almanzon, as 

to have my vows and passion received, l S\1 ear, m_v 

princess, that never knight shall love with more• 

constancy, and that I will employ every mo1n~nt 

of my life to show my acknowledrrment. The not 

rejecting your homage, replied I, in a serious air, 

is not accepting your lo,·e; princesses. like mt, 

cannot receive a knight, but who is presented tn 

them by those wl10 have a rirrht of dispo~ing vt 

them: you must merit their choice, without ex­

pel·ting any more from me than a IJlind obedieuce 

to their commands. I ask your pardon, madam, 

answered Almanzon, for explainin" your words too 

favourably; I ought to have known, that so charm­

ing a confession merited, at least, yeats of pain 

and misery. Sir, answered I, rising to "0 to th. 

queen, who had sent for me, telling you to nnge 

the king to bid me recei,·e you, is ~ufticient to iu­

form you I should be glad of that perm is~ ion ; and 

if that is not enou<>h to make you happy, 'tis at 

least all I can do for you. 

'1 then was so nigh thE: queen's apartment when 

I spoke, tl•at Almauzon could answer me but by a 

low bow he made in letting go my hand. I went 

into the queen's clo~et with so 1;1 eat a di~order in 

my face, that ~he might haYe perc·ci\'ed it ea~ily, 

but that the news she had to tell rue trouiJleJ htr 

too much to observe me. Zamea, said sl e, the 

king, notwithstandin~ all I could ay, order~ me 

to prepare you to marry tl e Prince of :'llaroc within 

eight days; he has gi,en hi~ word, and eYery thing 

is making ready to con um10ate that fatal marriage. 

Judge, generous hnight, that if 1 feared thio mar­

riage when I had no grounds for my a,·ersion, how 

great my de5pair wa ·, at a time when my hea1 t 

could find none but .\lmanzon '' orthy of my ten­

rlemess. I made my grief no ~ecret to th«: queen 
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my mother, who sighed along with me, and told 

me she could not prevail with my father, but that 

I must resolve to ohey him. After these cruel 

words I retired to my own apartment, and sent 

Adelinda to tell the Prince of Tunis the news, and 

that he rr.ight do what he thought fit to preserve 

me for his love. That knight, overcome with pas­

sion, went to the king and declared his love for 

me. Zamut received him very graciously, but told 

him he had given his word to Zoroaster, and 

could not receive the honour he intended him. 

When Adelinda returned with this shocking an­

swer, it increased my sorrows: I passed the night 

iu bewailing my fa te; and in the morning was in­

formed that the Prince of Tunis, having challenged 

his rival, after a long and bloody duel, had wound­

-ed Zoroaster dangerously and disarmed him; that 

he himself got a little hurt in his shoulder, and 

was retired a small distance from Fez; that the 

king had taken a great deal of care of Prince Ma­

roc, and was so enraged against Almam;ou, that he 

had sent to forbid him the court. 

'At this melancholy account I fell into the arms 

of my women in a swoon: the queen, informed of 

this accident, ran to me, and by her tears and cries 

brought me to life again; and at the same time 

had herself like to have fallen down in the same 

condition at seeing me so miser able. Soon after, 

Zamut came into my chamber, and, finding me all 

in tears, said, I won't believe but Zoroaster's 

wounds are the cause of this your grief; for it 

cannot enter into my thoughts that yon should be 

so ill acquainted with your duty and my will, as 

to shed those tears for the l:'rince of Tunis . Heaven 

will r es tore us the Prince of l\1aro c, whom I will 

have you marry before the other leaves this king­

dom, to punish him for the trouble his fa tal valour 

has given us. After these cruel words, the king 

left me and the queen, who stayed the rest of the 

day to comfort me. In the evening she ~ent pri-
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vately to the Prince Almanzon to know how he 

did; at the same time I sent him a compliment. 

That prince, charmed with the 'lueen's goodnes ·, 

wrote to her, begging leave to come to the palace 

the next day disguised, since his wound was but 

slight. The queen consented, with lhe desi"n to 

persuade him to lea\'e the kingdom, for fear Zoro­

aster should have him assassinated. 

'Almanzon came at the hour appointe<.!. 'Ve in­

formed him, after a quarter of an hour, which we 

spent in complaining of our hard fortune, that an 

enchanter, a friend of the Prince of )[aroc, had 

perfectly healed his wounds; but that the king, 

fearing a second duel, had set a guard upon him 

till he should be married, which was to be within 

three days. After this, the queen, without giving 

him time to reply, told him, that if he hac! auy 

regard for me, he ought to leave Fez, and not ex­

pose me to the mortal chagrin of being the cause 

of his death. _\[adam, answered A lmanzon, if 

the princes.s consents to marry my rival, l shall do 

what you advise me, not to presen•e my life, but 

to put an end to it, where her eyes may not be 

witne~ses of it. l will never consent, replied I, 

to marry Zoroaster; yet you will not be the more 

happy, since I cannot bestow myself on you with­

out the king and queen's consent. .Cut if Zamu t, 

said he, should force you to this marriage, how 

will you prevent it' By death, cried I, if tears 

cannot prevail. Ah! madam, said he to the 

queen, kneeling, what mischiefs may you prevent, 

i.f you would gil'e me leave to carry off this charm­

ing princess! I promise, upon the word of a knight, 

that I will place the crown of Toni upon her 

head as soon as we shall arrive there, and to havt: 

all my life an entire obedience to your commands.' 

The queen, amazed at so bold a proposal, at first 

refused it with anger, but at last was affected by 

our tears. Almanzon was ready to die for joy .at 

the change of our fortunes; and, after ha,•ing pro-
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tested to the queen that she never should ha\'e 

cause to repent of her kindness, retired to prepare 

every thing for our departure. 

' The next day he came at the hour appointed, 

when it was with no small grief that I parted from 

so good a princess and mother; but love prevailing 

over nature, I followed Almanzon, attended only 

by Adeiinda. At the gate of the palace we found 

the prince's esquire with horses, which we mountt:d, 

and passed through the kingdom of Fez without 

any remarkable adventure: when one day, going 

through a dark forest, we heard somebody com­

plaining in the thickest part of the wood, whither 

Almanzon rode, and saw a beautiful woman, '' ho 

seemed very much al1licted. Generous knight, 

said she, as soon as she discerned him, come and 

deli\'er a princess out of the hands of a monstrous 

giant, who keeps her a prisoner in a castle a mile 

off, where she endures the most insupportable tor­

ments: the guds have r~:;served this terrible adven­

ture for your arm, and the l\Iagnificent Fairy fore­

told it. Just as this woman finished these last 

words I came up to them, and ,did all I could to 

dissuade Almanzon from this enterprise, but the 

desire of gaining a victory prevailed over my en. 

treaties: he desiret! me to stay a little, and then 

went along with that woman. I followed, uotwith­

standing, and saw, as soon as he was over the 

ditches that surrounded the castle, the bridges 

draw up, the gates open, and that unhappy prince 

go in with the strange woman, and then shut again. 

Never grief e'-lualled mine, when 1 saw A lmanzon 

no more; I called him all the remaining day, and 

all night long, but all in vain, for neither tears 

nor cries were htdrd. All that Adelinda and the 

prince's esquire could say, could not induce me 

to leave that fatal place, till, in the morning, I saw 

a knight who told me I should find no end to mine 

and Almanzon's misfortunes but on the banks of 

the Tagus, and after tliese words disappeared. I 
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followed his advice, and left that fatal castle, 
where I left all that could make me desire life, to 
come hither. I have been here a year, without 
having seen any thing like the execution of that 
stranger's promise : would to Heaven, generous 
knight, you were the person reserved for this ad­
venture .' ' 'Yhtther I am or not,' replied Elmedo­
rus, ' I shall not fail to attempt it when you shall 
desire me; and should think myself too happy, 
charming Zamea, if 1 could restore to you so ac­
complished a prince, who is so deserving of your 
tenderness.' ' To-morrow morning,' replied the 
Prince~s of Fez, ' I will carry you to the place of 
the miserable Almauzon's abode; but to-night come 
with me, aml take a slight refreshment and a little 
rest, in a hut which 1 have made my palace since 
the loss of my dear prince.' Elmedorus durst not 
refuse Zamea; and, for the first time since the 
death of Alzayda, lay in a bed, where his mortal 
sorrows gave him no re~pite, but kept him awake 
till tl1e morning; when, ashamed to find himself in 
a bed, he got up, put on l1is annour, and, being in­
formed that the Princess Zamea was ready, be 
went and helped her to mount her horse. They 
travelled all that day without baiting; but as their 
horses could not hold out answerable to the im­
patience of the riders, they stopped in a pleasant 
meadow watered by a purling brook; but had not 
been there an hour before they perceived a knight, 
whom Zamea kntw to be Zoroaster. Th~ fear of 
falling into his power made her shriek out, which 
Elmedorus asking the reason of, and the princess 
naming the terrible knight, he immediately mount­
ed his horse, and taking his helmet and lance from 
his esquire, went to meet the Prince of Maroc, who 
was making towards the beautiful Zamea . 'Knight,' 
said Elmedorus, 'I come to tell yo u, you no longer 
deserve that name, since you use force to possess 
a princess who loves yo u not.' ' ' Vho are you,' 
answered the proud Zoroaster, 'who take the part 
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of a false princess, whom I seek after to punish for 

her crimes?' ' If I am victor,' replied the Prince 

of Granada, 'I'll tell you: but let us not waste 

our time in discourse.' Then Elmedorus pushed 

at him with his lance, which shivered in a thou­

sand pieces; and Zoroaster, at the same time, 

broke his against his enemy; and after that, both 

brandished their gl ittering swords in the air. Za­

mea, trembling for her defender, offered up her 

prasers to. Heaven; when Zoroaster, pierced with 

"otmds, fell at the feet of the Knight of the Fat~ l 

Sword, and eased her of her fears . Zamea nm to 

tlte prince to ask him if he was· hurt, and see inc; 

some blood trickling down from a wound in his 

right arm, bound it up; and began to hope, fro111 

what she had seen him perform, that he would 

soon deliver her beloved Almanzon. 

They left the care of the Prince of l\Iaroc's body 

to his esquire, of whom the princess, before their 

departure, would know how the queen her motlter 

did, and what the king said after her flight. 'When 

the king, madam,' said the esq uire, 'understood 

that you was gone, and not doubting but that your 

mother, through the aversion she a! ways had for 

my master, was privy to it, he confined her in her 

own arartment, and made use of all stratagems to 

make her confess where you was gone with th " 

Prince of Tunis. That princess seeing that she 

could not conceal your flight with the Prince Al­

manzon, and fearing a pursuit, said that you was 

gone to take sanctuary with the Queen of Grauada, 

your aunt. Zamut believed it, and sent out parties 

on the road to Granada, to bring you back to Fez. 

Zoroaster, in despair, and without staying for the 

return of those who were sent after you, set out 

also; and within this year we have travelled 

through Spaiu twice or thrice, till at last my mas­

ter's ill fate brought him into this meadow, where 

this ,invincible knight put an end to all his mis­

fortunes.' 
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The princess could not forbear crying at the 
troubles her mother had undergone upon her ac­
«:ount; but the prince assuring her that she ~hould 
soon s~e her dear Almanzon again, she mounted 
her horse and set forwards. The motion of riding 
set Elmedorus's arm bleeding afresh, which Zamea 
st0pped with an herb she applied; and obliged 
bim to alight at a little town there was on the 
road, and sent his esquire for a surgeon, who, hav­
ing examined the wound, told him he must keep 
his bed at least three days, notwithstanding the 
wound was but slight. The princess had much 
ado to get the knight to take a little re~t, who, 
:~.fter he had promised her he would go to bed, re­
t ired to her own chamber. The next morning, be­
ing told that the prince was asleep, 5he waited in 
her chamber till she was informed he was awake; 
when going to his bed-side, and asking him how he 
did, he answered, ' I am too well, madam, for an 
unhappy wretch; Alz11yda, during that sma ll slee p 
into which my loss of blood C' t me, ha~; been to 
reproach me; I saw her in a cham her of the same 
castle Almanzon is confined in; she eemed to me 
to be covered with a veil of black ga uze, and to re­
proach me for the little care I hat! taken to re,•enge 
her death. I would have thrown myself " her 
feet, and told her that the oath r had made to pu­
ui h her enemies prevented my following her, and 
that I had not neglected one moment to find them 
out; but the effort I made to em!Jrace her knees 
awakened me.' 'This dream,' repl1ed the prince s, 
' is ' 'ery mysterious; Alzayda is not dead, but i , 
without disputt-, in the same pri. on with my dear 
prince.' ' Ah! madam,' aid Elmedoru , letti na 
fall tears, 'I cannot doubt of the Yeracity of Tal­
mut my esquire, who sa' her dying, and who has 
told me her dying word s.' ' If I knew your his­
tory,' replied the princess, 'and you could put t~1e 
same confidence in me as I have done in you, I 
.,ould peak with the more certainty: Talmut may 
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tell it me while your wound is dressing.' Elmedo­

rus could not refuse Zamea; the surgeon came at 

that instant, and she went out with Talmut and 

Adelinda, leaving Almanzon's esquire to attend 

the prince. They went into a little wood behind 

the house, and having sought out a shady place, 

the princess and Adelinda sat down on thll g.rass, 

with Talmut at their feet, who began the history of 

his master's life in the~e words. 
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TilE HISTORY 

OF 

PRINCE ELMEDORUS AND THE 
PRINCESS ALZA YD A. 

'You know, without doubt, madam, said Talmut, 
that my master is the son of the King of Granada 
and his Queen Ermendina, ·whose beauty and virtue 
were the delight of the whole court. The prince 
was named Elmedorus; and since, for his glorious 
exploits, the Knight of the Fatal Sword. He beaan 
to be known by that name in a war the king his fa­
ther made against the Castilian i\Ioors, where he 
performed acts exceeding common courage; o 
that he was looked upon as the author of that 
peace those people were forced to sue for. 

'After this war, he asked leave of the king to 
travel incognito throughout Spain, which was civen 
him ; but the queen, who doled on him, oppo ·ed it 
very much, because a magician, her friend, called 
Zamat, had told her the prince would run great 
dan<rers in his tra,•els, but to secure him gave the 
queen an enchanted ring of a ruby, cut in the 
shape of a heart, which had the power to destroy 
all enchantments wheu the point was turned up­
wards. The queen seemg she could not di suade 
her son from going, gave him this ring, anrl made 
him promise to wear it always as the magician 
had told her; which Elmedorus promi ed, and left 
Granada, attended only by me. After having spent 
a year iu visiting several court , we arrived aL 
Leon on a day a great hor e.race was to be ruu, 
wherein the princess was to give the prize, being a 
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sword set with rubies of great value; which my 

prince won with so great an address, that he was 

admired by the whole court, and afterwards went 

to receive:: it from the hands of the charming Al­

zayda. If I had not seen you, madam,' continued 

Talrnut, 'l should say that the Princess of Leon 

was the most beaut iful lady in all Spain; neve1· 

was majesty accompanied with more sweetness of 

temper: her hair was of a light brown, and h~r 

complexion so fine and lively, that nothing could 

exceed it but her brilliant eyes: in short, her whole 

person abounded in charms.' 

'Elmedorus, 1·avished with so much beauty, was 

lost in thought; and if the king, to whom he had 

told his name, had not just then made him a com­

pliment, to which he was obliged to reply, it woulcl 

have been some time before he would have got out 

of that pleasing trance. \!fhen the races were over 

the king returned to the palace, and having forced 

my prince to accept of an apartment, he went and 

changed his habit, and returned to pass the even­

ing with the queen, and had the happiness of talk­

ing above two hours with the princess. But what 

new charms did he discover in that conversation! 

Her wit surpassed her beauty; and a sweetness, 

attended with a strict modesty, reigned in all her 

actions; the which, though it inspired him with 

love, yet would not allow him to complain. El­

medorus was but too stmsible of this tyrannic 

power, and retired to his apartment the most in 

love that man could be : every day after strength­

ened his chains, and rendered them as invincible 

as those of death. 

' At the same time I became acquainted with a 

young maid of the princess's reLiuue, named San­

chea, for whom I had some esteem; anti was in­

formed by her, that that admirable princess con­

ceived an inclination towards my master, which 

she opposed iu vain ; anti, not~vithstanding her se­

vere virtue, she was not displeased to see the con-
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quest her eyes had made, but concealed her senti­
ments so well, that Elmedorus, perceiving no more 
than a bare civility, doubted whether she knew 
how much he adored her . Sometimes he would 
say, softly, and looking full upon her, Divine Al­
zayda, is it possible that my sighs and languishing 
looks should not inform you how much 1 am in 
love, and that my passion exceeds all oth~rs? Can 
so pure a flame o1'rend ' A ud at those times was 
just ready to declare his love; but his respect, and 
the fear of being banished that lovely princess's 
presence, preventecl him. At tl1is time the Prince 
of Asturias declared war against the King of Leon, 
who, that he might not be surprised by his enemy, 
assembled his troops, put him&elf at the head of 
them, and marchecl, with Elmedorus, who would 
accompany him, to the frontiers. l\Iy prince could 
not take his leave of the princess but iu the queen's 
presence, where she was afraid she should not be 
mistress enough of herself to hide her grief at his 
going to a war, which it was thought by all persons 
would be ' 'ery bloody. And the Prince of Grana­
da, for his part, was Yery much concerned that he 
could not tell her, that, to show how much his life 
was consecrated to her, he was going to tight 
against her father's enemies. \\'hen we arrived on 
the frontiers, where the general rendezvous of the 
army was, the King of Leon would have given the 
.Prince of Granada a command; but he refu ed it, 
saying that he woulcl have the honour of fighting 
near his persou. \\"e ,·ere some time before we 
could have an opportunity of coming to a general 
engagemeut, till the prince, whose army was larger 
t han ours, presented one. Both armies fought 
with equal courage and conduct, and victory seem­
ed to declare for our enemies; when my prince 
changed the scene of the battle by killing the 
Prince of ·Asturias, who e troops, instead of re­
venging his death, thought only of flight, and left 
us the fi~ld of battle. 
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• This victory put an end to lhe campaign: the 

enemy retired to thei1· frontiers; and the king, 

after giving my master a thousand thanks, return­

ed to Leon. The queen and princess came to meet 

us; the roads were crowded with people, who said 

aloud, that the only way to see the King of I eon 

master of great part of Spain was to marry the 

Prince of Granada with the Princess Alzayda. El­

medorus, finding the occasion favourable to speak 

of his love, went up to Alzayda's chariot, with 

whom there was none but Sanchea, and said to 

her, l\Iadam, the gods sometimes explain them­

selves by the rflouths of the people; shall I dare 

to presume that this oracle may not offend the di­

vine Alzayda? My heart, inflamed by the first 

glance of your eyes with the most respectful pas­

sion, has waited long for this happy moment to 

declare itself: 'tis in your power, charming prin­

cess, to condemn my Jove to an eternal stlence, or 

to permit me to call myself your knight. Sir, re­

plied Alzayda, blushing, if it is the will of the 

gods to unite the crowns of ].eon and Granada, it 

·would be in vain for me to resist it; but let me 

wait till they declare themselves by voices less tu­

multuous; and give me leave till then to doubt of 

their p•ofound decrees, and not force me to forget 

the victory we owe you, to remember the ~rime 

you commit in speaking to me of love, which I 

ought not to listen to without the consent of the 

king and queen. 1 have no reason to believe they 

will refuse me it, answered the prince; but as I 

cannot doubt, madam, but I have the misfortune 

to displease you, J shall punish this rash heart, 

which harbours a guilty flame too much, since it is 

disowned by the lady who first gave it birth. The 

king, who then came up to Alzayda's chariot, pre­

vented her making Elrnedorus any reply; but what­

ever constraint she put herself under to conceal 

the regard she had for him, she made him a sign 

to retire with so sweet and obliging a look. that 
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he forgot all the severe tb ings she said before. 
From that day Elmedorus began to hope, and ri­
doubled his cares ~nd love with so much respect 
and tendE:rness, that the beautiful Alzayda de­
clared she should not oppose his passion if the 
king her father approved it. 

• At that time, madam,' continued the esq uire, 
' the Prince of :llaroc's challenge was brought lo 
court, and my master asked the king's and priu­
cess's consent to "0 to maintain her charms. Al­
za_yda refused him with a modesty that rendered 
lrer more deserving of the care Elmedorus would 
take to gain the victory for her; but the king, wbo 
]o,•ed her tenderly, and who was plea;ecl to find 
tbat the Prince of Granada had an inclination for 
his do ughter, ga,•e him lean to go and call himself 
her knight, and obliged the princess to give him a 
scarf she wore that day to hang the sword on he 
won at the hor~e-races . The prince s obeyed with 
so obliging a blush, that my prince never disputed 
but that with these marks of his happiness he 
should overcome Zoroaster, and all the knights in 
the world; and taking his leave of the king, 
queen, and Alzayda, set forward on his journey to 
l'ez. 

' We tra,·elled several days without any a\h•en­
ture befalling us, till we came to the sea- ide, 
which we were to cro s to Africa, and where we 
went on board a vessel that we found there just 
going off; but, madam, we were no sooner out at 
sea but a sudden sleepiness seized u that we could 
not resist. \Vhen we awoke, we found ourselve 
in a magnificent palace, built on an island in the 
Atlantic Ocean. A II that could be desired to make 
a place agreeable was found here, whether for the 
nobleness of the buildings, the richnes of the fur­
niture, or the beauty of the gardens, and fine foun­
tains and canals. The woods about abounded with 
arbours of jessamine, and fine walks of orange and 
pomegranate trees, where the birds, by their sweet 
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harmonious concerts, ravished the senses; in short, 

a perpetual spring reigned in this heavenly abode. 

Elmedorus was very much surpri sed to find him­

self in so beautiful a palace; and while he was re­

flecting how he came there, he saw a beautiful 

lady enter, followed by a great many lovely 

nymphs. Elmedorus, said the lady to him, the 

gods; to whom the lives of heroes are always dear, 

informed me that the tournament at Fez would be 

fatal to you; therefore be not displeased with me 

for preventing your going to a place so fatal to 

your life. No lady can dispute with Alzayda the 

prize of beauty; and Zoroaster's challenge cannot 

affect her charms. As ~oon as the time of this dan­

gerous di,,ersion is passed, the same vessel that 

brou ght you hither shall carry you a much shorter 

way to the charming Princess of Leon, if nothing 

here can detain you. Nothing can keep me from 

my princess, interrupted the prince, in a passion ; 

and, though I see here all that is most perfect in 

na ture, I should have been better pleased if the 

gods would have permitted me to have died fight­

ing for, and maintaining the charms of the divine 

Al za.y da, than Lo latl.gui sh out my days at this dis­

Lance from her bright eyes. \Veil, said the lady, 

presen ting him her hand to lead him into the gar­

den, time will perhaps make you change your mind. 

'After two or three turns in the flower-garden, 

where there were very beautiful statues, she pro­

posen to him to run with one of her nymphs in a. 

long alley of orange-trees; telling him, that all the 

knights whom fortune brought thither were obliged 

to try their swiftness with Liriopa, which was the 

name of the nymph. Elmedorus, unwilling to be 

the fit·st that should break through that custom, 

though he knew not the mystery of it, set out at 

the same time with that nymph , and was at the 

end of the alley above twenty yards before her; 

but he found himself so dry with that exercise, 

that he drank plentifully at a fountain which stood 
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at the end of the ra ce, though the water was of a 
blackish colour and di;;agreeable taste. He had no 
sooner swallowed this water but he thought of ne­
ver leaving this place; Ahmyda was blotted out of 
his heart, and his passion uecreasing, when, voic.l of 
the remembrance of the person, he believed the 
fairy Desideria to be the object; and, approaching 
her, recei\red the compliments she made him for 
vau(juishiug Liriopa with so tender an air, that the 
fairy applauc.led herself for her success. When it 
was uight we returned to the palaee, where we had 
a delicious supper, and aftt'.r it a charming coneert 
of music, which concluded the evening; then the 
prince retired to his apartment, where he slept all 
the n'ght, without thinking of the beautifLtl Al-
4aytla . 

' 1 ha\'e been sinee informed, that the enchanted 
fountain, which made such a prodigious change in 
Elmetlorus, took its ri se from the river . 'tyx; and 
that the fairy, by au extraordinary charm, had 
added to its natural virtue that of rendering her­
self the object of the knight's Jove. I was told, 
moreover, by one of her nymphs, that Desideria 
passing one day through I~eon, to gather some 
herbs on the mouutains which surrounded that 
kingdom, and seeing the Prince of Granada, she 
coneeived a violent passion for him, and resolved 
to get him to her island; that the opportunity of 
the tournament seemed favourable to her; and 
that she lait! that fatal ves5el on the coast which 
brought us to her palace. The prince, charmed 
with tile bounties of the fairies, passed his time 
,-~ry happily: he could wish for nothing but he 
had it; and the fairy amused him agreeably by a 
thousand new diversions. Sometimes these two 
lover , accompanied by nymphs finely drest, were 
rlrawn in chariots of ebony by white unieorns to 
the bea-side, where the fish, in obedience to the en­
chantments of Desideria, hung themselves on the 
hooks which the prince threw out for them : some-



PRINCE ELl\IEDORUS, &c. 185 

times, on horses as swift as deer, they hunted the 

most savage beasts, which could not avoid the fa­

tal darts which Elmedorus threw at them, but fell 

before him; and sometimes yielding to softer plea­

sures, they diverted themselves in seeing the shep­

herds and shepherdesses dancing on the flowery 

meads; but more often pleased themselves in ten­

der conversations, without any witnesses to their 

loves, and passed whole days in the most dark and 

shady parts of the wood, where they could be the 

most retired. 
' One day, when the prince, impatient to see his 

beautiful fairy, whom he could not find in her 

apartment, was looking for her in a gro,•e of myr­

tle, where she often went, he was accosted by a 

man of a majestic presence, who, imprinting on 

him respect and fear, said to him, What dost thou 

here, unhappy Elmedorus? Thou languishest in a 

soft idleness, while the cruel Asmonadus, having 

conquered the kingdom of Leon, keeps thy princess 

a prisoner. Dost not thou remember the love 

which thou hast sworn to the divine Alzayda? See 

if the fairy has any thing comes nigh her beauty. 

And, say ing these words, gave him her picture. 

Elmeclorus, ashamed at these reproaches, and 

struck with those features which he had so long 

adored, remained for some time Jistracted. Throw 

otf thi s enchantment, which makes thee a slHve, 

continued this stranger : why hast thou forgot to 

make use of the ring which the queen thy mother 

gave thee wben at Granada? · Turn it up on that 

siue on which it bears its fatality, and behold its 

divine ' ' irtue. 
' Elmedorus, commg to himself at this discourse 

of the enchanter Zamat, looked on l1is finger, and 

saw that his rir.~ was turnerl with the point uown­

wards; and, following Lhe advice of this wise ma­

gician, found himself to be the same as when he 

was at Leon. Il e blushed with rage and anger for 

the time he had wasted with the fairy Desideria; 



186 TALES OF Tllt J:',\InlES. 

and be in~ about to ask Zamat how he should rret 
out of tltat ishmu, could not find him. In haste 
to go and tie li ,·er the prince6S, he ran to the palace, 
anti o1·derctl me to ~el the horses reatly. Just <~S 
we were go in~, the fairy, inf0nnt:ti of his intent, 
came to stop him; but, without bein~ moved by 
l1er words or tears, we left her palace and. the ell­
chanted isle. \Ve fount! >t Ye;,el in the port reatl} 
to sail, and soon reacbetl the contineJLt agai11; 
where, moLmling our horse3, we pursued our jolll­
ney. One morning, as we were collling out of a 
thick forest, we saw a knirrbt arU1ed cap-a-pt-e, 
mounted on a stately courser, '' ho came al1l.l ac­
costed my prince. Elmetlorus, said he, 1 an1 the 
knight, the revenger of infidelities; and that thou 
h>.~st been guilty of towards the fairy Desideria 
cannot be repaired but by thy death. I am her 
brother, and am as well skillet! in enchantments; 
but believing myself able, by roy courage, to make 
Lh('e repen~ of the injury thou hast done her, I shall 
only ma.ke use of my sword. Let us see, then, said 
Elmedorus, drawiug his, if it is as rlangerous as 
thy cha.rms, and if I can fmd a mortal place in en­
chanters as well as in other knights. In saying 
these words he turned his horse half about, and 
attacked the knirrht with a surprising valour. They 
both fought desperately; but th~ prince, seeing 
that he bled, redoubled his fury, and threw his 
enemy to the ground; and, setting his foot upon 
his throat, he said to him, Thou must own that 
thy enchantments would have been of more service 
to thee than thy sword. I confess, said the knight, 
that my life is in your power. Rise then, said El­
medorus, I give it thee, to acquit myself of what I 
owe to Desideria; and, helping him to get up and 
mount his horoe, left him full of shame and rage. 
In the mean time we were forced to stop at th 
firs1 house we could come at, to stop the bleeding 
of my prince's wounds; and putting him to bed, 
notwithstandiug his extreme de ire to see his priu-
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cess, I went for a surgeon, who told me that his 

wounds were \·ery dangerous. I declare, madam, 

that at this news I was sensibly concerned; but 

the gods, who reserved this unhappy prince for 

greater afflictions, sent us a succour which I could 

not expect. While the surgeon was probing the 

wounds, the master of the cottage where we had 

taken up our quarters came in, aud seeing the 

wounds, went out, and returned with his hands 

full of herbs, which he bruised, and dipping com­

presses in the juice, applied them, and assured my 

master he should be perfectly cured in two days. 

l\Ty prince fouud his host's words to be very true; 

and, after having recompensed him for his charity, 

set forward for Leon. ln our way we were in· 

formed by a person whom we met of all the 

changes that had happened during our absence: 

that Asmonadus, Prince of Estramadura, a cruel 

and wicked magician, falling in love with the prin­

cess, and being refused by the good king her father, 

to revenge himself laid siege to Leon, which he 

found defenceless, anr' made himself master of it, 

and put the king and queen to death. That he 

kept the princess a priso1ier in the palace, and, by 

his seeming respect and presents, endeavoured to 

make her forget his crimes; but that generous 

princess, despising his love as much as his hatred, 

spent her days in sorrow and affliction: and that 

for the last fortnight she l•ad been very ill. This 

melancholy news had a terrible effect on the heart 

of Elmedorus, who fell into a swoon. His wounds 

broke open agaitt, and were attended by a violent 

fever, which brought him almost to death's door. 

His uneasiness for the misfortunes of the princess 

made him send me directly away to Leon. I found 

the palace all in confusion, no sentries at the 

gates, and went into Alzayda.'s apartment without 

hinderance : but, when I came into her own cham­

ber, 0 heavens! what a sight did 1 behold ! Her 

face was as p.tle as death, her eyes half shut, and 
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her mouth half open: in short, there appeared no 
signs of life in her. My surprise and grief were 
so gre~•t that I could not help crying out, which 
made Sanchea, who sat by that dying beauty all in 
tears, turn her head towards me . Sanche a, said J, 
what, have you forgot me? Ah! Talmut, replied 
she, the Prince of Granad a is happy in death, if he 
always loved this unfortunate princess. 1\ly prince 
is not dead, answered I, but would have bt!en here, 
had not the news of the princess's illness put him 
in <hmger of his li fe . Just heavens! cried San­
cltea, what fatality hangs O\"er the unhappy house 
of Leon 1 The prince , continued that maid, had 
courage enough to n.-sist all the cruelties of As­
monadus; but she could not bear the Joss of El­
medorus, whom that perfidious tyrant told her was 
killed in a duel; and from that moment she has 
shown no token of life: in vain I conjure her to 
give me some signs that she knows me, but can get 
nothing from her but deep sighs. Asmonadus, 
pleMed with her despair, shows a malicious joy, 
which increa es her grief. B~1t let u try if the 
news you bring can recall her to life : go to her, 
and spe<Lk to her a from the prince . Madam, said 
I to the princess, taking up one of her fair hands, 
and squeezing it to awaken her, Elmedorus is not 
dead, he lives for you; will you forsake him? At 
this name, so clear to her, she opened her eyes, 
and, turning them towards me, she seemed as if 
she wanted to know who I was. I am, madam, 
continued I, T~tlmut, whom the Prince of Granada 
has bent to let you know how much he can assure 
you of hi respectful passion . Talmut, said sbe, I 
ha\'e no sh~Lre in this life; but tell your master, 
that, as 1 die for him, I would have him live to re­
venge me: and on finishing the e word , which I 
could but ju t bear, she fell into her former le­
thargy. smonadus then cominrr in I retired; but 
I was no sooner on the stair than I heard a cry, 
'{'he princess is dead. ..With grief I returneu to 
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the prince, and not daring to iet him know the 

truth, I told him that Alzayda was better; but he 

seeing in my face the marks of the tears which I 

· had shed, no longer doubted of his misfortune. 

'All that rage could inspire and invent this mi­

serable prince said and did ; and if t had not told 

him the commands of that dying princess, he would 

uot have survived her death a moment. Yes, too 

unhappy Alzayda, said he, you shall be revenged; 

I swear, by a ll the love I owe your dear shade, I 

will preserve this life till I have appeased your an­

gry ghost. After this resolution he was obliged to 

take care of his health, that he might the sooner 

follow the commands of his dear princess, and 

within fifteen days was able to get out of bed ; 

and, allowing himself time to bear the fatigue of 

riding, sent me again to Leon to know what was 

become of the princess's body, and where A:smona­

dus was. I could learn nothing but that the ty­

rant had taken the corpse along with him, which 

Sanchea could not be persuaded to leave, and that 

the palace was shut up. I thought it to 110 pur­

pose to make any further inquiry, but returned to 

tell my master that Asmonadus was gone from 

Leon, which increased that unhappy prince's grief 

the more. However, resolved to find him out, we 

set forward for Estramadura, believing that, for 

fear of the people's rising at the sight of their prin­

cess's body, he was gone to bury her in his own 

dominions ; but there we could not find him. 

Since then, the unfortunate Elmedorus has travel­

led through all Spain to find his enemy, and for 

this year has passed his nights in the forest, and 

his days in places where he hoped to satisfy his 

revenge.' 
'I could not have believed,' said the Princess 

Zamea, after the esquire had made an end of his 

relation, 'that I could have been ~ ensible of any 

other person's misfortunes after my own, but the 

J>rince of Granada's are very moving; let us go 



190 TALES OF THE FAJJUE~. 

and comfort him.' At the same time the princess 
got up, and returned to the house; and then going 
into Elrnedorns's chambtr, s11.id, ' Indeed, sir, your 
misfortunes are able to draw tears from othP.r eyes 
besides your own; aud, for my part, I could not 
refra in.' ' 1\Iadam,' re plied the prince, ' I should 
tell you, that the compaosion of so great a princess 
as yourself ~oftens them ; but, amiable Zamea, 
111i ne are of such a nature a~ to admit of no com­
fort but from dea th.' I hope for a happier end,' 
answereJ the Princes of I'ez, 'since I have heard 
your history, and doubt not but the admirable Al­
llayda is,yet livinrr. monadu-, k1 owin~ of your 
retum, and fearing your pre<eJJte, certainly took 
the I rincess of Leon away in that woon which 
made your esquire believe bhe wa> dead; and, to 
con<·eal Iter, keeps her a prisoner, as I told you 
tl.i;, n.orning, in that fatal castle from whence you 
are to deliver the Prince of Iulli . 'Ti> \I hat tile 
enchanter Zamat would haq• you to ul!derslaud t..y 
the dream; and we haYe no occa-ion for any thing 
hut your health, and the riug he gave you, to put 
an eud to all our calamities.' 'Alas! madam,' re­
plied the prince, if our happiness depend~ on that 
fatal ring, it is very uncertain, since I lust it in 
the fight with Desideria's brother, and lhe Fates 
ha\'t deprived me of that riendly a istance.' 
'Your coun1~e,' an.;,wered the prince::.s, 'will stand 
us instead of all: think only of your health.' J\JJd 
:.rter the.::e words, Zamea, ft«rin~ .;,he should dis­
compo e hun by too lon~ a di,courbe, retired. 

'lhe ne\t day tl e princt s took <• wall; in the 
, tme wood ag"in, a tend(;d i.Jy :\d~liuda and the 
1 1 ince of Tuui>'s e ·quire, wl1t:n:, after some turus, 
he sat down in the same l!atly place that Talmut 

had given her tbe hi. tory of his ma ter's life in . 
~he had not been long se<•tecl i.Jefort: sht: heard 
a person talking louu. ,ayiug, ' I mu:.t own, rna. 
dam, the iucon tancy of the Prince Alinzor de. 
serves all your hatred; but I wou!J h ve jOU me. 
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derate it. ;md return to the Canary Islands.' '~' o, 

Phenisa,' replied another person, 'hope not to ~ee 

the hall'Y Canars Isle~ till I have puni~hed the 

Prince of 1-.umidia for his infidelity. The ?lla:::­

ni licent Fairy told me that 1 should find an, end of 

my troubles in t!Je kiugdom of Granada: we are 

not far off; and 1 ''ill never return till I have 

- washed away the mortal injury he has done rue iu 

hi blood.' 
Z><me<•, cnrions to see thi s stranger, in the :,ouncl 

of whose voice there wa5 something vtry moving:, 

got up, aud. ad,·ancing forwards, saw two young 

knights sitting ou the gra55; and not doubting, by 

what she had heard, of the reason that obliged this 

Hranger to conceal her sex, and charmcLl with her 

youth and beauty, ran to her with open arms , and 

sa id, ' 1.01 ely princess, be not displeased that 

chance has Jet me know that I can give you su('h 

tender proofs of friendship as none that see you 

can refuse. I am an unhappy princess,' continued 

Zamea, ' used to b~wail my sorrows : let us com­

plain together; it may help to comfort us .' 'What­

e,·er rea5on I may have to be angry that I am 

known,' replied the l'rince~s of the Canaries, ' I 

have no cause to be displeased at the happy oppor­

tunity of mingling tears with so ilJu,trious a per­

son, which may contribute to assuage great atllic­

tions. Dut the misfortun~ you heard me compluin 

of is certainly so injuriou s, that nothing ,bnt the 

death of him who was the cause df it can ntake an 

atonement.' 'The dea.th of an enemy who on<"e 

was dear to us,' answered Zamea, ' and who ~ome­

times remains so, though we don't think it, is not 

always a certain remedy. But, my prince~s,' con­

tinued sbe, 'it is not now a proper time toLl i,pute 

about your revenge; some days acquaintance 1nay 

gain me more of your friendship, and then I may 

convince you . Let u~ think now of a little re­

freshment, after your fatigues, in a small habita­

tion, where the wounds of a great prince 1\eep me 
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some days.' This piece of friendship of the beauti­
ful Zamea the Princess of the Canaries could not 
resist, but went with her to the cottage. 

The Prince of Granada was surprised to see so 
beautiful a knight with the Princess of Fez: !.rut 
the charming Zamea ha,·in.,. told him the ad,·en­
ture, he offered the Princes of the Canaries his 
arm and sword to revenge her. ' I have no need 
of any other hand but my own, generous knight,' 
said she, 'to punish the false wretch; for sl10uld 
another spill his blood, his death would cost me 
tears.' 'I told you, madam,' replied 7.amea, 'that 
this ungrateful man was dearer to you than you 
believed: you nre afraid of trustin" your revenge 
into too sure hands.' 'Judge not o ill of my ha­
tred,' answered the Prince ·s of the C:marie~; 'if 
e\·er you fdt that cruel pa sion, you mu;,t grant 
that the pleasure of re,•engin3 an injury on.·, self 
is \'H.Y sensible.' '1 can see nothing in all you s~,·, 
fair princess,' said 7.amea, ' but a disgui ed loYe; 
and, if the too happy Alinzor wa~ to appear al your 
feet, his sighs ~nd repentance would sooner aba e 
your passion than his death.' The surgeon comin" 
to dress the prince's wounds, the prince; e5 r~tircd 
to their own cl amber, where their charming con­
Yersation cultivated an extraordinary Jo,·~ and 
friendship. The Priw·e. · Zamea ha'iling obliged 
the Princess of the 'anarie~ to promi e not to go 
without her, ~ince 'they were both to go to Gra­
nada, desir d I er the next da' to inform her of 
Alinzor's infidelities, which the lo\'ely Princess of 
lhe Canaries did in these words. 



PRINCESS ZALMAYDA, &c. 193 

TilE HISTORY 

OF 

PRINCESS ZALMAYDA AND THE 
PRINCE OF NUMIDIA. 

'You know already, madam,' said Zalmayda, 
'that I am the princess of the Canary Islands, hut 
may be ignorant that my mother died in childbed 
of me, and that my father diu not survive her 
many years. I was left uu<.ler the care of the 
princess Zantilla, my mother's sister; and during 
my infancy, my father commit'ted the government 
of n1y dominions to the prince of the Summer 
Islands, who was a prudent prince, and very fit to 
govern so headstrong a people as my subjects: 
but love, unhappily for me, made him think that 
the greatest of all blessings wa to be beloved by 
me. The princess Zantilla used all her poll!"er with 
me, and repre3ente<.l continually, that a sceptre 
was too weighty for me to hold; aucl that the Ca­
narians, used to the ~overnment of Zenorns, ·wh ich 
was his name, would be pleased to see my crown 
upon his head. All her arguments were of no 
force with me, I could not like Zenorus; and the 
reputation he had of being a great sorcerer, gave me 
such an aversion to him I could ne\•er overcome; 
though he has served me after s uch a rrianner, that 
I ought to have all the obligation in the world to 
him. '· 

'The court of the Canaries was in this condition, 
when I had a great desire to go to the temple of 
Diana, which stood upon the continent. The prin­
cess Zantilla could not und~rtake this voyage, b3" 

\' Or •. II. l( 
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reason of an indisposition she lay under; and Ze­

norus was gone to quell an insurrection in his own 

dominions. I embarked only with this maiJ you 

see with me, and some slaves, by reason I had a 

mind to perform this pilgrimage incognito. We 

landed, after a pleasant voyage, at the nearest sea­

port to the temple, from whence I went in a cha­

riot to some fine long sh~ded walks, which led di­

rectly to the temple's great gates. When the sacri­

fices began, I went in; and during the ceremonies, 

observed over-against me a young knight of an ad­

mirable shape, who looked at me so earnestly, that 

he made me blush: but discovering in his face a 

thousand charms, my thoughts "ere more intent 

to wat<.:h him than on the hymns that were sung to 

the honour of the goddess. When the sacrifices 

were over, T went out of the temple, and was fol­

lowed through all the walks by this knight like my 

shadow: where\·er I went, he was near me, and 

his eyes always meeting mine: we kindled in each 

other's breast a pure and everlasting flame. This 

effect of sympathy was so extraordinary, that this 

knight, who was the prince of Numidia, could uot 

forbear speaking to me, and offering me his hand 

to help me into my chariot; and I, in the per­

plexity of thought whether or no I shouiJ accept 

of the assistance of a stranger, could not tell how 

to refuse him. .1\ladam, said he, I must be well 

beloved l.Jy the goddess we worship in this place, 

to have inspired her ve tal not to offer my sacrifices 

till to-morrow, since by this delay she has shown 

rue the most admiraJ.,Ie perso11 the gods ever form­

ed. Certainly that lady was not in the temple, re­

plied I, unwilling to take so flattering a speech to 

mystlf; for I saw no woman that attracted my 

eyes. The reason is, madam, replied the bold 

Alinzor, you saw not yourself, sine you knew not 

yourself in that beautiful per on, whose tyrannic 

power I feel. Sir, said T, with a serious air, the 

(:UStoms of your country are undoubtedly different 
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from those of mine; for I cannot believe that so 

accomplished a knight would otherwise be wanting 

in the respect that is due to my sex and rank. If 

the laws of some nations admit of silence near the 

adorable object of their passion, replied Alinzor, I 

must confess, the N umidians, whose sovereign I 

am, are of so violent and passionate a nature, that 

---. Say also, and so inconstant, replied I, 

laughing. Indeed, said Alinzor, that horrible 

crime is laid to our charge: but, charming stran­

ger, your eyes can give no chains but what are 

lasting; therefore you need not fear this sable hue 

of my country. I am more afraid of your maxims, 

replied I; and for the short time that we are toge­

ther, let us forget them, I beseech you, for I have 

no mind to change 'taws with you; but as a knight, 

you ought to follow mine. With all my heart, re­

plied the prince; I swear by your fair bands to 

have no other. Begin then, answered J, from tltis 

insta.'nt; let me get into my chariot, and be content 

with this short acquaintanct, witho1,1t accompany­

ing me any farther. 1 own, madam, I should have 

been vt-.ry oorry if he had obeyed me, and that I 

was very well pleased to find him at my chariot­

door, when I came to alight. I made him some 

reproaches, but they were so faintly spoken, as to 

he no 'hinderance to his leading me into my apart­

ment; where, growing bolder, I surveyed all his 

charms. If, fair princess, you knew that lovely 

traitor, you would excu e so odd a conduct in one 

of my age: and if sparkling black eyes, finely cut, 

and full of fire, a majestic forehead, a mouth of 

white teeth set within ruby lips, a delicabe and 

noble shape, wit which rendered his conversation 

bewitching, are charms sufficient for an excuse, I 

am undoubtedly innocent: but nothing can-excuse 

me, but that sympathy which unites hearts in an 

inevitable chain, notwithstanding all the efforts of 

reason. And this fatal inclination engagerl me to 

stay the remaining part of that day and the uext, 



196 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

to be witness of the sacrifice he W!(g to offer to 
D iana. 

'The next morning, be met me in the walks lead­
ing to the temple; and as he had been told by Phe­
nisa that l designed to go away after the ceremony, 
he came armed, to be ready to follow me. Ili s 
helmet was sh<tded with red and white feathers; on 
his arm he bore a light shield, on which there was 
the representation of the lightning break ing out of 
a cloud, and drawing after it a Cupid, and these 
words : 

'I am no sooner born but I die.' 

'As soon as he saw me, he came to me, and pre­
senting me his hand, led me into the temple, where 
l1e was more intent upon gazing at me than im. 
ploring the assistance of the goddess he invoked; 
for which I rt>proached him after the ceremony 
was over, and to which he answered, l\Iadam, when 
I came here, I wanted to consult tue godde.;s; but 
my fate is since changed ; you are my altar and 
my goddess, and your eyes the oracles I ougllt to 
consult. Reproach me not for the neglect of La­
tona's daughter, since you can sooner pronounce 
my fate; and it is in your power to make me happy 
or miserable. If your fate depends on me, rep!Jeti 
I, I would try if I could not create a love in your 
heart that would not die so soon. Ah! madam, 
cried he, (going to scratch out that device, but that 
I would not let him), you have neated a passion 
which shall never be subject to death: my flame is 
as immortal as the lJeauty's that gave it birth, Pnd 
shall burn for eYer. But that it may live with 
pleasure, you must not, charming Zalmayda, be an­
gry that you gave it being. \Veil, saitl l, laugh ing, 
to have the glory of rentlering a '!\ umidian faithful, 
I will grant you your reque t: but take care, Alin­
zor, lest I experience uefore sun-set that the light· 
ning triumphs over love. 

'Alinzor sr;ore a thousauu times that nothing 
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should ever make him change his sentiments; and, 
trusting to oaths as inconstant as the Numidian 
sands, let him know all the tc,nderness I had for 
him before we arrived at the port where we were 
to part; for I would not permit him to go along 
with me to the Canaries, for fear the princess Zan­
tilla should not approve my conduct. But unable 
to be long separated from him, I bid him come to 
our island the day we celebrated the feast of the 
sun . Alinzor received this command with grief; 
for when he had led me on board my vessel, I saw 
him turn about to hide his. tears; and when we 
were sailing out of the harbour, I saw him, with 
his hands lifted up to heaven, fall into his esquire's 
arms. Such marks of his love fully persuaded me 

, that tl1e prince of 1< umidia was only worthy of my 
tenderness; and, possessed wilh this passion, I ar­
rived at the Canaries JllUch changed from what I 
was when I left them. The princess my aunt and 
Zenorus came to receive me with a tender and 
obliging zeal, which I answered only by broken 
words and sighs. Zantilla took no notice, or did 
not observe me; but Zenorus, hy his science, knew 
that he had a rival beloved, and that that rival 
was the prince of Numidia; and seemed so grieved, 
that thou gh he attended me to my palace, he said 
nothing to me. 

'I passeu my time most commonly with Phenisa in 
reckoning how long it would he to the fea~t of the 
sun, and in inventing such dresses as might set off 
that small stock of beanty the gods hau blessed me 
with: and it may not, madam,' continued Zal­
mayda, ' be displeasing to be informed of the cus­
tom of this feast. On the first day of summer, the 
ladies, all richly dressed, place themselves au scaf­
folds erected for that purpose, along a large walk 
of orauge·trees that le ads to the temple of the sun, 
where there is a statue adorned with jewels placed 
on an altar of white marble. At the gate of the 
temple there stands a wonderful tree, the leaves of 
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which produce continually a genLit and agreeable 
dew, which dropping into great vessels of porphyry, 
serves to water all the lands and gardens, and 
makes amends, after a wonderful manne1·, for the 
cruelty of nature, which refuses us those gentle 
siJOwers the rest of the world enjoy. This feast is 
made to obtain this necessary liquor; and that year 
the lo t fell upon me to pre ~ent the offerings: when, 
pleased with the thoughts of a ppearing that day in 
so extraordinary a dress, I neglected nothing that 
could give a I ustre to my natural charms. 

'As soon as it was day I came from my palace, 
representing the goddess Flora in a chariot adorned 
w ith festoons of flowers, au<l drawn by six white 
horses. My habit was a silver gauze, worked full 
of all sorts of flowers in the n1ost natural and 
lively col9 urs; my breast wa stuck full of je~ a. 
mine and roses, and my hair plaited with hlies 
and orange-flowers. On my head 1 had a crown 
of pomegranates and tuberoses, and behind me 
there hung down a veil of the same wit\1 my habit, 
a]ld fastened at the bottom to the left side of my 
gown; and in my hands I carried a ba~ket of flow­
ers. Jl1e attendants of the godde I represented 
followed me, and Pomona aud Yertumnu~ carried 
noble baskets of the finest fruits in season. In 
this order, accompanied with bands of fine music 
clothed gallantly like ~hepherds, we arrh·ed at the 
sacred tree, where I alighted out of my chariot, 
and laying my nosegay upon an altar built for that 
purpose, left it to be refreshed by that divine wa­
ter, Pomona and \'ertumnus doing the same. TI1en 
taking up our basket · again, "e went into the tem­
ple, where we made a sacrifice of our flowers and 
frnits upon a little altar of crystal et in gold, by 
setting fire to the incense which wa upon a pile of 
sweet-scented woods, which pE'rfumed the temple 
with a ravishing odour. Durina this ceremony, a 
llj' IDn was sung to the son, to accept our vow·s <tnd 
offering , and to contin ue that heaveoly dew. Aft~r 
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this, we returned back in the same order we came, 

but not without my observing whether the prince 

of Numidia was there. I was very uneasy not to 

find him there; but thought to see him at a tour­

nament Zenorus made upon my account. I waited 

with impatience -for the hour when this diversion 

was to begin, and, I believe, made all the ladies 

angry, for keeping them so long on the scaffolds 

before the lists were opened. At last, the judges 

<if the field having opened the rail, I saw a knight 

enter, who, by his shape and air, seemed very like 

the false A Linzor; and I never doubted but that it 

. was he, when I saw him victor. I made myself 

ready to gi\·e him a scarf of blue and gold, which 

I had worn that day with all the pleasure imagin­

able: bllt when he kneeled before me, and lifted 

ed his visor, and 1 found it was not Alinzor, I had 

scarce strength enough to give him the prize. I 

returner:! to my palace in a violent rage and pas­

sion. Phenisa endeavoured to make me think that 

the prince of .IS umidia was not so guilty as I be­

lieved; but that some important affair had detained 

him against his will. 
'The princess Zantilla was surprised at my grief, 

and could not imagine what troubled me; but Ze­

norus, knowing that he should never be able to 

dispose me to marry him so Jon .~ as I loved Alin­

zor, endeavoured to engage me to make him the 

confidant of my passion. Madam, said he to me 

one day, if I saw that my rival was deserving of 

your love, I should forbear my remonstrances: but 

to suffer the most beautiful peroon in the world to 

sigh for a false prince, who, not content with for­

getting the princess he has adored, prefers ano­

ther (not mistress of half her charms) before her; 

is---. Ah! Zenorus, cried T, without giving 

him time to make an end of wh at he was going to 

say, if you can make me sensible that the prince 

of :Numidia is inconstant, I promise you to hate 

him as much as l love him. It shall he your own 
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fault, madam, answered Zenorus, if those bright 
eyes of yours see him not this day at the feet of 
one of the beauties of his court. You may believe, 
my princess,' continued Zalmayda, • that I could 
not refuse an offer so agret>able to my jealousy. 
As soon as it was night, the prince of the Summer 
Islands took me aud Phenisa with him in hi cha­
riot, drawn by flying dragons, who cutting the air 
with a surprising swiftoes., alighted in the gardens 
()f Alinzor's palace, which were lighted by vast 
numbers of lamps; where Aliozor, regardl~ss of a 
fine concert of music that was playing, was laid at 
the feet of a young ' umidian, who in my eyes 
seemed to have nothing engaging in her person, 
Struck at this sight, I would have called out to 
him, but Zenorus would not give me time; the 
(bariot flew away, and all I could do, was to drop 
my picture as nigh the false prince of Numidia as 
I possibly could. 

• As soon as we got to the Canaries again, I shut 
up myself and Phenisa in my closet, and spent all 
that night in complaining of A linzor. This piece 
of service that the prince of the Summer Islands 
had done me contributed in uo wise to his happi­
ness; on the contrary, all that hatred which I 
should hilve entertained for Alinzor fell to his 
share. 'Tis you, said I to him one day, who have 
been the t·ause of all my sorrows : had I been ig­
norant of my misfortunes, I should have been Jess 
unhapp}' . Zenorus made no answer to these re. 
proaches but by ~ighs, and endeavoureJ by his 
complai.ance all that he could imaaine to please 
me. One evening, after having spent the day in 
my complaints, I took a walk in my gardeus, fol­
lowed only by Phenisa, who was the only rerson 
who~e company I could bear. At the turning of 
an alley, I saw a man laid on the grass, and look­
ing on a picture he held in his hand with great at­
tention; but the little curiosity I had for auy thing 
l;.ut my passion, matle me to take no great notice of 
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him, liut to turn another way. The noise we made 
by our walking roused this stranger, who seeing 
me, ran after me, crying out, Wl1ither do you fly, 
my princess? This voice, so dear to me, and which 
I knew so well, made me turn my head about, 
when I saw Alinzor throw himself at my feet, who 
held me a long time before 1 could get from him. 
My dear Zalmayda, said he, I am then permitted 
to see you again, and the gods at last have been 
moved by my tears. 

'All the love he showed in his actions and dis­
course seemed to me to agree so little with what I 
had seen of his inconstancy, that I coulrl not re­
cover my surprise: but at last, b~ing persu~ded 
that the perfidious wretch eame again to deceive 
me the more, 1 said to him, What can bring you 
here? Can you believe that I am ignorant of all 
your infidelities; and that I am sti ll so weak as to 
afford yo u any marks of a tenderness yon are so ill 
deserving oO No, Alinzor, my he art cannot be the 
prize of so base a return, which is owing to the 
picture which I let fall, to put you in mind of 
what you have lost. Go, and leave me to forget 
you; and come not, with that cruelty so unworthy 
of a knight, to oppose my eterna·l quiet. If I 
was not afraid of being interrupted in what I 
am going to say, replied Alinzor, I would justify 
myself so clearly, that you should rather pity than 
accuse me. But, too ungrateful princess, you do 
all this to make me forget how much you pre fe r 
the prince of the Summer Islands before me; which 
is what you cannot deny: and if you will give me 
an hour's audience in your doset, I will show you 
that fata l order which did forbid my coming to the 
feast of the sun. You tell me things so remote 
from truth, replierl I, leaving him, because I saw 
Zantilla. and Zenor us coming towards me; but to 
obli ge you to confess your levity, l give my con­
sellt that Phenisa conducts y9u into my ap:utment 
when every body is retired: but be gone from me 

h . 2 
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presently, and be not seen. And after these words 
I went to meet my aunt, but in so great a disorder, 
that she might haYe easily observed it. 

' The impatience to see whether my faithle ss 
Alinzor would make good what he told me, caused 
me to retire sooner than ordinary. The ight of 
him bad so enlivened the ivacity of my senti­
ments, that I belie,·ed so accompli,hed a prin<..e 
could not be inconstant, though I had seen it with 
my own eyes: and to &econd my impatience, sent 
l'henisa to the place I bid him come to, where she 
waited the greates t part of the night in vain; and 
being unable to stay any longer, return<!d to let me 
]mow my misfortnne. But, beaYens! what a con­
dition was I in, when I saw her come in alone, and 
she told me he came not to the rendez,·ous? Love, 
rage, and jealousy, attacking me all at the same 
t nne, threw me into a swoon, which was attended 
,,ft~>rwards by so violent a fever, t!Jat I became de­
lirious, and talked to all that came near me as ii 
tbc:. had been the perfidious prince of Numidia. 
Ze;.wrus, iu despair for my illne s, and iu fear for 
my life, g<txe me so excellent a drink, that it not 
only cured my fe,·er, !Jut calmeJ the tran ports of 
my mind, and I was ea.pable, though I was always 
grie,•ed at the infidelity of Alinzor, to resolve to 
stri,·e to forget him. Zantilla advi.ed me not to 
v:-lue so Jickle a lover, and, willing to hasten the 
eotablis!Jment of my health by change of air, per­
suaded me to go for some time to the Summer 
Islands; to which I at last consented. 

'Zenorus, pleased to see me in a country where 
he was so,·ereign, made magnificent entertainments 
<:very day to divert me . .E·.-ery thing be did seem­
ed to bespeak l.Ji Joye and con laney, and no lover 
ever knew better how to mal:e use of whatever 
lllight make him be beloYed: but all hi ende vouJ s 
could not force the ungrateful Alinzor from my 
heart. Indeed, when my grief rendered my r ason 
.nonger, I was hometimes capable of wishing I 
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might be sensible for the prince of the Summer 
Isles; but that was all I could do to recompense 
his love. The trial I had made of his art made 
me ask him again to discover more of my knight's 
falsehood, as the only means to cure my passion. 
Dut the fruits of his first complaisance made him 
apprehend that the presence of Alinzor would serve 
only to increase both my love and despair. How 
cruel are you, madam, said he, when I pressed him 
to do me that favour, to force me to strengthen 
your fetters? Don't you remember bow much your 
hatred was augmented towards me when you re­
turned from Numidia? Why, inhuman princess, 
will you punish me for the fault of my too happy 
rival? If your rival, replied I, in a passion, was 
false, you would not be so much afraid of giving 
me such proofs of his inconstancy as might com­
plete my cure: but undoubtedly you know that he 
loves, and fear, 'vith reason, that being convinced 
of his love, I should prefer him before you. Well, 
madam, said Zenorus, since I must give that me­
lancholy satisfaction you ask, remember, unjust 
Zalmayda, that you force me to it. And after these 
words he left me. 

'At night, when every body was retired, we went 
in the same chariot again; and after crossing seas, 
and passing over great mountains and valleys, we 
stopped at the island of the fairy Desideria. 0 
heavens! what beauties did my eyes there behold? 
And if my thoughts had not been so intent upon 
finding the deceitful Alinzor, I should have tahn 
gre<tt pleasure in admiring this charming abode. 
But pressing Zenorus to show me the prince of 
Numidia, he stopped just over a fine parterre of 
tile choicest flowers, where a nymph of a charming 
lively beauty was making a garland of the finest 
flowers, an'd showing it to one of her companions, 
said, I would have Alinzor's love as lasting a~ this 
garland, which I have bound up with gold thread, 
to endue it with the durableness of that metal. 
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And after these words, she perceiving the perfidious 
Numidian at the end of the garden, Come, prince, 
said she, and receive this new mark of my tender­
ness. Alinzor, transported with this charming ri­
val, came and threw himself at her feet; and the 
nymph, putting the garland upon his head, told 
him of the effect she des ired; while the treacherous 
Alinzor kissed her hand, and swore that nothing 
could destroy his passion. Judge then, my dear 
princess, of my condition. I begged of Zenorus a 
thousand times to let me alight out of the chariot, 
to disturb by my presence those their happy mo­
ments: but he, inexorable to my entreaties, hurried 
me away from the fatal pl<~ce, and brought me back 
again to my apartment. All the sense I had of lhe 
first time of my knowing the inconstancy of Alin­
zor, came nothing nigh what I suffered at this se­
cond proof of my misfortunes: but fearing lest 
Zenorus would do me no more of these cruel ser­
vices, I concealed my despair, and showed him the 
more complaisance; who, charmed with the hopes 
of curing me of a passion that was so great an ob­
stacle to his own, entertained me continually with 
fresh diversions. At last, tired with them, and not 
being able to support the chagrin of being in a 
place where 1 could not refu e them, I returned to 
the Canaries; where, abandoning myself to the 
most cruel jealousy, I passed my nights in the place 'I here I met the inconstant prince of Tumidia. 

'One day, when more troubled than ordinary, I 
would go to offer up a sacrifice to the sun, to ex­
t nguish a flame I foresaw would consume me; as 
J wa entering into tl1e temple, I heard somebody 
<·all .Phenisa: but taking little or no regard, pur-
ned my design; and when my prayers were done, 

,·eturned to the palace. A little after, Phenisa 
came to me when I was in my closet, with a eli or­
der in her face that surprised me. \\' hat is the 
1natter with you? said I; and who was that called 
you this morning go ing into the temple 1 I dou't 
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know, madam, answered the maid, whether I dare 

tell you, after the knowledge you have had of the 

prince of Numidia's infidelities. What's that you 

tell me? said I, blushing; what has the prince to 

do with what I ask you? More than you think for, 

madam, replied she. Phenisa, said I, in a terrible 

agitation, tell me this mystery, without provoking 

me any farther. Well then, said she, since I must 

obey you, you must know, that as I followed you 

this morning, I heard myself called just as you 

was got out of the walk of orange-trees; and being 

curious to know who it was, turned my head 

about, and saw Alinzor. I stole away from the 

rest of your attendants as you was entering the 

temple, and followed the prince under the trees, 

where he stopped. Phenisa, said he, the anger of 

your princess prevents my appearing before her in 

public, for fear of displeasing her: but I cannot 

live if she refuses to hear me a moment in private. 

Obtain me that favour, dear Phenisa, and if I can­

not recall in her soul the remembrance of that 

bounty she showed me at the temple of Diana, I 

promise you to deliver her from my hateful pre­

sence by a death which shall appease her rage. 

Sir, replied I, the princess has so much ca.use to 

complain of you, that I cannot promise you to per­

suade her to see you; but will inform her of what 

you request. Be you in the labyrinth at sun-set, 

and I will let you know her pleasure. Then, con­

tinued Phenisa, I parted from the prince in haste 

to rejoin you, and am now come to ask you, what 

you please to have me do. Alas! Phenisa, sairl 

I, can I know myself? I am too well convinced of 

Alinzor's perfidiousness; my own eyes, which can­

not deceive me, have been witnesses of it; and not­

withstanding such certain proofs, I cannot refuse 

myself the sad pleasure of reproaching him. Yes, 

Phenisa, I will go to the labyrinth, and perhaps I 

may make him repent the wearing of any othel"'s 

chains but mine.' 
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'Flattered by this foolish hope, and guided by 

my evil genius, I went with Phenisa to the place 
of rendezvous; but had not gone far in a path that 
led by the park-gate to the labyrinth, before I saw 
the Prince of Numidia gallop by, mounted on a 
fine horse, with a beautiful young lady behind him: 
at which di5mal sight I shrieked out, and he, with­
out so much as turning his head, rode through the 
gate. Provoked by rage and jealousy, I ran after 
him to the sea-side, which was just by, and without 
being able to hinder him, saw him go on board a 
vessel which waited only for his arrival to set sail. 
At this certain sign of Alinzor's disdain, I fell into 
a swoon; and Phenisa getting me brought back to 
the palace, I lay great part of the night without 
giving any token of li fe, till some demon, an enemy rl> my repose, brought me to life again, that I might 
abandon myself to the most inexpressible despair. 
I was no longer mistress of my reason to moderate 
my transports; I disguised myself like a knight, 
and obliging my confidant to do the same, notwith­
standing she begged of me to desist from a resolu­
tion so little agreeable to my birth and age, 1 left 
the palace and island without being discoven:cl by 
any one, to search after the Prince of rumidia, to 
make his life atone for what I had endured. But 
that I might know where to find him, I went to 
consult the Magnificeut Fairy, who, moved by my 
misfortunei, told me, that I should find an end to 
my troubles in the kingdom of Granada; whither I 
bent my course, placing my greatest happiness in 
the destruction of the faithless Numidian prince, 
without making use of any other plact: of refresh­
ment than forests and shepherds' huts. Yesterday 
I came into this little wood, where Fortune, to give 
me a proof how much she was appeased, made me 
so happy as to meet with _you.' 'I am the more 
obliged to her,' replied the Prince5s of Fez, em­
bracing the beautiful Zalma_yda,' for doing me the 
pleasure of knowing the Princess of the C&narie, ; 
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and am so sensible of your miserable condition, 

that I should wish Alinzor all manner of mischief 

if he was capable of loving any other beauty but 

yourself.' 'You know by my history,' replied the 

Princess of the Canaries, ' that that prince never 

loved me, !.Jut took a cruel pleasure in rendering 

me the most unhappy of my sex.' ' Instead of 

thinking him criminal,' aos,fe1·ed Zamea,' I believe 

him to be innocent; for his conduct is so extra­

ordinary, that I cannot help suspecting Zenorus to 

be the more guilty of the two.' 'Ah! madam,' in­

terrupted Zalmayda, 'the Prince of Lhe Summer 

Isles has served me too well to believe him to have 

a good understanding with his rival.' 'But,' re­

plied Zamea, ' he might, without having a cor­

respondence with Alinzor, have forced him to ap­

pear to you so culpable. The Prince of Granada 

was carried into the island of Desideria, and passed 

away a long time at the feet of that fairy, without 

being false to the beautiful and unhappy Princess 

of Leon; and your lover, by the same fatality, may 

have been forced to forget you, without being guilty 

of inconstancy.' 'l comprehend so little what you 

tell me,' replied Zalmayda, 'that I cannot conceive 

I can find Alinzor's justification in that which 

makes his crime, and which appears to be Yery 

great in what you mention about the Prince of 

Granada.' 'When I shall J1ave that great prince's 

leave to inform you of his misfortunes,' answerecl 

the Princess of Fez, 'you will find that you will 

have more reason to pity the fate of the Prince of 

Kumidia, if it is the same as the Prince of Grana­

da's, than to accuse him.' 
Adelinda, who came in that moment, interrupted 

the two princesses to tell them that it was !ale, 

and t!Jat the Prince of Granada being informed by 

his surgeon tlmt he should be able to get on horse­

back in three Jays' time, seut to let them know so 

much. The lwo princes es, as soon as they had 
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adjusted themselves, weut into the prince's cham· 
her, where, after a slight repast, they spent the rest 
of the day in acq uainting the Princess of the Ca­
naries with the important adventures of Elmedo­
rus; but more. e~pecially of those which ga,·e Za­
mea room to take the .Prince of - umidia's part. 
Zalmayda, constant to her hatred, would not lbten 
to what the Princess of Fez said to mitigate her 
sorrows; and it was as much as the c},arming prin­
cess cou ld do to persuade her to stay for her, so 
impatient was she to end her afflictions by the 
death of her inconstant lo,·er. The Prince of Gra­
nada, as earne:.t to be gone as both these unfortu­
nate princesst!s, to finish the ad venture of the cas lie, 
the Prince of Tunis's prison, got out of bed that 
afternoon, and two days afterwards mounted on 
hor~eback, followed by Zamea and the .Prince s of 
th e Canaries. 

They tr<tYelled all that day without any acci­
dent; but in the evening, as they were entering 
upon the King of Granada's territories, the_y saw, 
in a valley, two kni ,;hts fighting with e:reat ani­
mosity. :Eimedorus spurred on his horse to part 
them; but before he could get to them, one of them, 
whose plume was red and green feathers, had thrown 
his enemy to the ground, and goinfl' to him, and 
putting the point of hi~ sword to his throat, said, 
' Zenorus, thou traitor, tell me what thou ha t 
done with my princess.' ' I seek her as well as 
you,' answered the Prince of the ummer I land , 
'but cannot get any intelligence of her.' '!Jere 
I am,' cried Zalrnayda (darting d him a javelin 
she had io her hand, and which pierced hi cui­
ras>), ' and am come to take away thy ltfe, to 
puni sh thee for all thy crimes.' The Prince of 
i'\ umidia, surprised at the ~ight and fury of this 
princess, and weaktned by his wound, fell seu e­
Jes~ by his enemy; wh il e the enraged Zalmayda, 
l,elieving she had killed this lovely impostor, was 
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in despair that her revenge had succeeded so 

well. 
While Zamea was employed in comforting the 

Princess of the Canaries, the Prince of Granada 

and his esquire looked to see if any signs of life 

appeared in the unfortunate Alinzor; and in the 

mean time the princesses' maids did all they could 

to stop the bleeding of the miserable Zenorus's 

wounds. ' Forbear to save my life,' said he to 

them, ' my crimes are too great to escape punish­

ment; and all I ask of the gods is, time to confess 

them.' At that instant the Prince of Numidia, 

coming to himself, sought his lovely enemy with 

eyes where death seemed to be painted. But the prin­

cess's hate reviving as the prince gained strength, 

she would fain have left the place where sh.e was 

divided by two such terrible passions; when the 

l?rince of the Summer lsles raising himself half up 

to stop her, said, with a weak voice, 'Stay, madam, 

stay, and know to whom all your hatred is due: I 

alone have been the cause of all the misfortunes 

of your life; and if love may serve for an excuse, 

now I am going to give up my accounts to the just 

gods, that passion was the cause of my guilt. Jea­

lous of my rival's happiness, I sent to him as if 

from you, to forbid his coming to the feast of the 

sun : and when your picture reminded him of your 

charms, I transported him into the island of the 

fairy Deside1·ia, where forcing him to be false, I 

showed him to you under that hateful appearance. 

But the last and worst of all my crimes was that 

which obliged you to seek a revenge so contrary 

to your nature, hy raising a phantom in your shape 

when you went to give the Prince Alinzor a meet­

ing, and thou g.ht yourself out of my power. Heaven 

has this day punished me for all my dec:eits, by 

the hand of that prince I have so cruelly offenJed. 

Live both of you h::tppily; the gods, satisfied with 

this miserable victim, will crown you with bless-
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ings, and, for my greater punishment, make me d~­
clare your felicity.' In making an end of these 
words, Zenorus fainted, and died soon after. The 
Princess of the Canaries, pierced with grief to be 
the cause of her dear Alinzor's <.Ieath, and to know 
him innocent, approached him, crying"; and helping 
Elmedorus and Zamea, who were binding np his 
wouuds, bathed them with her tears, without daring 
to speak to him. 'Why, madam,' said he, 'do you 
oppose a death which is your own work? And can 
I ha\·e a more glorious one than that which I re­
ceive from your own hand?' 1 Ah! A linzor,' said 
she, 1 since you are innocent, bow guilty am I! 
And bow shall I repair what my jealous rage has 
made me do?' 'These marks of your tenderness,' 
replied the wounded prince, 1 are too precious for 
your fault._ 'Tis I that am criminal, since I ap­
peared false to you.' 1 You are so unable,' said 
Zamea to him, 'to speak with so much violence, 
that you may do yourself more injury than all the 
princess's rage has done. Let us lay you on a sort 
of Jitter, which the esquires, I see, are making for 
you, and carry you to the nearest cottage we can 
find.' Zalmayda haYing thanked the Princess of 
Fez for her care, desired A linzor to con ent, while 
the Prince of G1·anada helping the esquires, they 
mounted on their horse~, and got to a convenient 
habitation; where, after they had given orders for 
the burying Zenorus, they laid the wounded prince 
upon a bed: and the rna ter of the house being 
one of those skilful shepherds which pain is so 
remarkable for, looked at Alinzor's wounds, and 
assured them that he could apply an herb that 
should cure him in two days, provided they would 
lea\'e him alone the rest of that day and all the 
night to repo e himself. Zamea made Zalmayda 
consent, who, trembling for the life of this prince, 
was loath to leave him. 

l3eing obliged to leave this habitation, as they 
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were walking out they met Alinzor's esquire; and 

being curious to know the mi sfortunes of his 

master's life, Zalrnayda obliged him to give them 

an account of his adventures since she had seen 

him at the temple of Diana: and seating themselves 

Qll the grass, the esquire hegan as follows. 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE PRINCE OF NU 1IDIA. 

'AFT ER that my master parted with you, madam,' 
said the esquire, addressing himself to the Princess 
of the Canaries, ' he laboured under a most mortal 
grief, and not darina to follow you for fear of dis­
pleasing you, passed his exile in Numidia. But, 
a las! how long did that time seem to his impa­
tience! and how slow did the summer approach 
that year! At last the happy days drew near, and 
every thing was prepared for his voyarre, when one 
morning a messenger brought a letter to him from 
you, which he opened with an emotion that pre­
saged his misfortune, and found these cruel words: 

Zalmoyda to the Prince of Numidia . 

Since my return to this isle, I haYe been informed 
that the gods threaten my kingdom with ruin if I 
subject my people to a prince whose laws and 
customs are different from our . Let us forget, 
then, prince, those weak beginnings of a passion 
which would be so much against my glory. I ha\·e 
resolved, for the good of my (\ominions, to marry 
Prince Zenorus, whose shining merit will support 
my crown . Come not, to disturb by your presence 
the pleasure I takt: in thi• alliance; and think no 
more of a prince s who will not remember you, but 
to desire you never to see her more. 

Z.\ L:I!AYDA. 
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'Yes, my ungrateful prince s, replied the prince, 

proYoked by your disdain, I will obey you, and 

shall not envy the fortune of my unworthy rivaL 

You may tell your princess, continued be, to the 

messenger, that I am as glad to break my chains 

as I should have been to have made them lasting 

if she had known how to have prized her conquest. 

After these words, which his passion forced from 

him, he dismissed the person that brought this fatal 

letter, and retiring to his closet, abandoned him­

self to a despair which made me tremble for his 

life. A month or more slidecl away after this cruel 

news before he could resolve not to love you; but 

at last, ashamed of his weakness, he made his ad­

dresses to a princess at his court: but as his love 

seemed to take its flight towards you, he never 

made them but in public; for his heart refusing to 

obey him, could not forget your charming image. 

'One evening, when he made an entertainment 

for her in the pa!ace.gardens, and was sitting by 

her, he saw something fall at her feet out of the 

air, which he immediately took up; but how great 

was his surprise when he saw it was your picture! 

Transported with a passion which all his reason 

could not cure, he left that princess; and hearken­

ing to nothing but his love, set out for the Cana­

ries, without ever so much as rewembering that 

letter wherein you had forbid him. You know, 

madam, how he saw you in your palace-gardens, 

but have not been told that tile prince, waiting in 

a green arbour for Pbenisa, fell asleep, and when 

he awoke found himself in tht island of the fairy 

.Desideria, where he forgot all that happened, and 

was not at all surprised at so beautiful a place; 

but walking in those fine gardens, he met a nymph 

of admirable beauty, who going up to him with an 

obliging smile, made him desirous to r-lease her. 

lie paid all his regard lo her, and she was not lee-s 

sensible to him than the fairy De5ideria was to­

wards the Prince of Granada. But, sir; said he, 
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addressing himself to tnat pricce, 'after you had 
found out the means to leave that enchanted place, 
the fairy conceived so great an aversion for all 
mt>n, that she would not suffer any to abide in her 
palace, but embarked them all on board a vessel, 
and sent them away. As soon as my master, ma­
dam,' continued he, ' left this pernicious abode, 
and recovered out of that lethargy iu which he had 
been so long lost, he remembered the rendezvous 
you appointed: and willing to justify himself or 
die, went a second time -to the Canaries, spoke to 
Phenisa, and went into the labyrinth. 

'He had not been there an hour before you 
came, all in tears. Alinzor, said you, since you 
have been gone I have made the traitor Zenorus 
conf-ess that he deceived you by a false letter, and 
that to prevent my knowing that crime, he had 
transported you to the island of the fairy Deside­
ria; and now, to make us the more miserable, he 
will force me to marry him. Deliver me out of 
this frightful monster' power, and carry me into 
your dominions; and when I am safe, come and 
take his life and my crown. My prince, overjoyed 
to see you so rec1dy to follow him, and unwilling 
to let so happy a moment slip, after hav ina pro­
mised to adore you all hi:; life, went and unloosed 
his horse, which he l1ad tied to a tree, and taking 
you up behind him, matle all the haste he could to 
get out of the park, and carried you on board his 
ship, and saikd away for Xurnidia; but as oon a 
he arri,·ed there, you di appeared. Alinzor, in a ll 
the ntge ima~inabiE:, knew then th;.t Zenorus rai:>ed 
this phantom to end him a great way off from you, 
madam; aud, exa~perated, returned to the Cana­
ries, reso lving to let you know hi illnoceuce, and 
to oblige the perfidious Prince of the. ummer I sles 
to acknowledae his baseness. 1 atteuded on him, 
and was a witness of his rage aud fury when he 
was informerl that you was gone, and his rival h;:.d 
followed you. ~ • ot able to abide long iu that fatal 
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place, he went to consult the Magnificent Fairy, 

to know where to find you, and was ordered by her 

to go to Granada. Accordingly we took that road; 

and coming into this valley we met Zenorus, whom 

my prince, transported with rage, attacked. You, 

madam, was a witness of the end of that combat; 

where, following the inclinations of your unjust 

anger, you thought to have deprived yourself of 

the most faithful lover in the world.' 

'You see, my dear Zalmayda,' said Zamea, 'that 

I was in the right, when I told you that Alinzor, 

instead of being guilty, seemed to me to be inno­

cent.' 'Don't reproach me with my fault,' my fair 

princess,' said Zalmayda, 'roy punishment is great 

enough, through the mortal fear I am in lest my 

too hasty hand should have served me but too well.' 

' Be not under such cruel apprehensions for the 

Prince of Numidia,' replied Elmedorus,' for I have 

experienced the skill of these shepherds in more 

dangerous wounds, but none so glorious as Alin­

zor's.' After this discourse, these illustrious ad­

venturers, seeing the night approach, got up to seek 

for a place where they might repose themselves. 

The Princess of the Canaries had two different 

emotions to combat to get any rest: the pleasure 

of finding Alinzor faithful gave her a sensible. joy, 

which could not be balanced but by the fear of 

losing him; and day appeared before she could tell 

to which of these two passions she ought to aban­

don herself. The Princess Zamea, who had a sin­

cere respect for her, and whose own afflictions 

would not permit 11er to tas te more of the sweets 

of repose, bore her company: and these two ami­

able ladies being told that the Prince of Granada 

was gone to see how the wounded prince did, made 

haste to follow him. 
Zalmayda entered into his room with trembling, 

and going to his bed-side, ask c:d him how fa,red his 

health. ''Tis you, divine princess,' said he, 'that 
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can inform me, since my life cannot be in safety 
u n less you will assure me to forgive what the 
jealousy of Zenor us made me act acrainst my Jo\•e.' 
'Alas!' said Zalmayda, 'I am more to lJe blamed 
thau you ; and if it were as easy to repair the mis­
chief I have done you as to forget past misfortunes, 
there would be no occasion for these tears.' ' A h ! ' 
said the prince, 'the hurt I have recei,·ed from 
your fair hand is too dear to me; and, instead of 
repining at it, I cherish it.' 

The sage shepherd, fearing lest so passionate a 
conversation might hinder the effect of his remedy, 
desired E lmedorus and Zamea to put a stop to it; 
who, for that end, proposed a walk by a ri'>'er's 
side in that valley, while the prince's wounds were 
dressing. They had not gone ''t:ry far before they 
saw a knight coming towards them, mounted on a 
horse, which, by his being weary, let them know 
the little rest his master had given him. This 
knight's armour was of burnished steel, inlaid with 
gold; his helmet adorned with a plume of blue 
feathers; and on. a heavy hield, which hun~ on 
the bow of his saddle, was a representation of 
:!\1ount 1£tna, ltnd this device, 

' I burn for ever.' 

The good mien of this stranger, though he ap­
peared very melan(·holy, inspired the two princesses 
with curiosity; and being emboldened by the pre­
sence of the Prince of Granada, they weut lo meet 
him. The knight, after saluting them, pas>td by 
them: but casting his eye on l:lmedorus, he 
alighted from off hi~ horse, and\\ ent to him. 'Ge­
nerous knight,' said be, ' I see the l\Iagnificent 
Fairy's promise is fulfilled, since I have found you 
in the same place where >he bid me seek you; and 
I cannot be mistaken in tht desrription she gave 
me of you. You are the knight who mu5t break 
the fatlll enchantment by which the cruel Amerdin 
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keeps my princess a prisoner, in a castle some few 

days' journey from hence. 'Tis for you that ho­
nour is reserved; for every thing must yield to the 

courage and constancy of the Prince of Granada.' 

'Heaven, withoutdoubt,' replied Elmedorus,' would 
make me forget my misfortunes, if their nature 

would admit of it, if I should be so happy, obliging 

stranger, as to restore you your princess, in fight­
ing for the charming Zamea, upon whose account 

I am going to 14ndertake the adventure you pro­
pose, as soon as the wounds of a worthy prince 
will permit him to accompany us. Be not angry 

that your felicity is retarded for some days; and 

to engage us the more to serve you, inform the 
Princesses of Fez and the Canary Islands of the 

cause of your misfortunes: 1 am sure, generou:; 
lmight, you cannot speak before persons more dis-. 

posed by their own to pity yours.' The knight, 

after having asked pardon of the two princesses 
for not paying them that respect which was due to 
them, began the recital of his adventures as soon 
as the illustrious company had seated themselves 

on a convenient piece of ground by the river-sidt • 

• 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE PRINCE ZALMA DOR AND 

PRINCE.'S AMANDINA. 

'THE misfortunes of my l ife are so great,' said he, 

addressing himself to the two priucesses, • that I 

should be afraid to trouble you with them, but 

that the Prince of Granada has assured me that 

yours have learned you to pity those whom ill for­

tune has oppressed . I am son to the King of :\[auri­

tania, and my name is Zalmandor. The first years 

of my life I spent lih other princes of rny age; 

ami beeing that my f;,.ther was likely to live in 

peace with his neighbours, I stole away from court, 

followed only by an e;:,qnire in whom I could con­

fide, and went abroad to dbtinguish rnyseli by the 

name of the Knight of the Flaming word. 
'Ha\"ing learned that the King of Castile was at 

war, I went to offer him my sen·ices, which he ac­

cepted of with pleasure. At the same t1me there 

was a ) oun~ knight at his court, who· e haughty 

and majestic mien drew my eyes upon him. I 

know not whetrtr he found any thing in me worthy 

his atteution, butT observed hi eyes were always 

£xed upon me: but, io the nd, this di positiou 

which we nad to e teem each other changed iuto 

a hatred as durable a our lh es. '1\'e aw one 

another P.very day; io combats our desires were 

the same; we both sou~>'bt after the victory, or, at 

least, to merit equal prai e. The Kin" of 'a;;tile, 

willing to engage us to him, and for fear oue of us 

6bould be disgusted and go over to his enemy, and 
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turn the scale of victory, caressed us both with 
equal friendship: but not !mowing who we were, 
he pressed us one day so much to tell him, that 
we were not able to deny him. 1 acquainted Lim 
with my name and birth ; and the stranger m~•de 
himself known for Armaudus Prince of Arragon, 
and styled himself the Knight of Tmmortal Love. 
This title made me comprehend that he was in 
love; and having informed myself, learned that it 
was with Amandiua tht Princess of Castile; that 
he had lived some time incognito in that court, 
and had seen Amandina several times; whom the 
king, for some reasons, would not • suffer to marry 
hut to some prince that was his subject, and there. 
fore would not permit any foreigner to make his 
addresses to her; and, for that end, built a palace 
separate from his own, out of which she seldom 
stirred but on public occasions. A secret emotion, 
of which I could not tell the cause, vexed me, that 
the Prince of Arragon loved the Princess of Castile, 
and made me more desirous to obtain the friencl­
ship of the king. 

'I was fortunate enough to do him sign~ ! ser­
"ices in that war, and if they did not exceed those 
done by the Prince of Arragon, tliey were not, at 
least, inferior to them. When the campaign was 

ended, we returned to Castile, without being able 
to know which of us was the most estetmed by the 
king. The queen and the whole court came to 
meet us; and the king, in presenting that princess 
to me, told her, in commending me, that none but 
the Prince of AITagon was to be compareu with 
me. The queen made me a yery handsome compli­
ment; and being acquainte• l with the Knight of 
Immortal Love, talked very freely with him. When 
we arrived at the palace, tl1e king would make me 
accept of an apartment, as we ll as Armand us; and 
to show us how very much he esteemed us, sent 
for the princess his daughter that evening. I never 

ill ElY ltfe behcltl any thing so charming before ; 
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her eyes were so bright and lively that they in­

flamed the heart with the firot glance, and a soft 

and engaging air inv1tetl to wear her chains. I 

found from that in ;tant I could IJOt resist her 

charms; and though I saw she an wered the teu­

demess of my rival with some bounty, I abandoned 

_myself to the violent inclination whi<'il fo1 t:ed 10e 

to love her, and flattered roy elf that perhaps Ar­

mandus might not be so well appron:d by her, but 

that I might at least be able to have some :;hare in 

her esteem. You will say, m<Ldam,' continued Zal­

mandor,' that 1 was very rash, or, at lta~t, ,·ery 

much in Jove: but I have experienced tlnt love 

bas its happy foresights, as well a~ fortune; and 

to succeed the better in my design, I took another 

method than my rival. [ carefully concealed my 

passion, and m<t.de my addresses to a youn~ lady 

at court; for whom I often made entertainments 

and horse.races, and negletted no gallantry that 

mi<>ht be of advantage to me. 
'The princess came sometimes to be a witness of 

these diversions 1 made for Celdiua, which wa · the 

lady's name, and I perceived with joy that she was 

sometimes ver.Y tho1,1ghtful; aml notwithst<t.nding 

Armandu~·s alt<t.chmeut to her, her eye 1 eproachetl 

me for wearing any cl1<1ins but hers. How much 

did I endure by restrain in.,. · the love I bore her! 

but the fear of not ha,•ing foundation enough made 

me disguise my pa sian till a more happy oppor. 

tunity. At the same time I knew that the Prince 

of Arragon, having gained one of Amandina's maitls, 

went sometime~ to the palace, and often spoke to 

the princess of his love, without any other witne s 

but the confidant; and that if his passion wa not 

answered with teuderue , it was heard without 

anger. 1n short, he followed her to the temple 

and places of worship, and was always with her 

when she appeared in public. 
'The king began to harbour some jealousy at 

this proceeding; and notwithstandiug the friend-
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ship he had for him, his policy obliged him to de­

sire him to leave the court; which command the 

outraged Prince of Arragon was forced to obey, 

but not without resentment: and the king, after 

this, thinking himself more secure, stemg that I 

was engaged with Celdina, gave the princess more 

liberty. She appeared often in public, and I was 

exposed to the danger of declaring my passion. 

Sometimes my eyes betrayed me, and were fixed 

with so muob tenderness upon the adorable Am an­

dina, th~<t she blushed; but that delicate colour 

seemed to have nothing that was disobliging in it, 

but appeared rather to be the e1fect of her modesty 

than anger. 
'One evening, when I made a ball for Celdina 

in a green-house that belonged to the palace-gar­

dens, after having danced very much, I went into 

an alley to take a little nap; l!ut had not gone very 

far before I heard somebody talking on the other 

side of a palisade. No, Phedima, said a voice, 

which I knew to be the princess's, no, I cannot 

suffer Celdina to have this advantage over me; 

and thou canst not comprehend how much I am 

chagrined that Zalmandor loves her. I own, ma. 

dam, answered that maid, this is a fantastical hu­

mour of yours, if you will forgive the boldness of 

the expression. You permitted the unhappy Prince 

of Arragon to make his addresses to you; you gave 

him leave to hope a preference before all his rivals; 

and since that the king has forbid him the court, 

you was not displeased when I, without acquaint­

ing you, contrived ways for him to tell you all 

the grief of his afllicted soul, for being deprived of 

the liberty of seeing the object of his adoration. 

Why then, madam, should you concern yourself at 

the care the Prince of Mauritania takes to please 

the beautiful Celdina? And what matter is it to 

you in whose hands a heart falls that you would 

ne,·er accept of? As 1 have not hitherto, replied 

the princess, to!d thee my true sentiments, thou 



~22 TALES OF TIIE FAIRIES. 

h ast reason to be amazed at my uneasiness: but, 
P heclima, my sou l is too much oppressed not to 
seek after the sad pleasure of complaining. Arman­
dus never had any share in my tenderness . 1he 
odd humour of the king my father, who, under the 
pretext of I know not what prediction, will not let 
m" live like other princesses of my rank, made me 
desirous to engage one who might protect me from 
being sacrificed to a prince, a subject of the crown 
I am to wear. The Prince of Arragon, who is master 
of himself and his dominions, ~eemed a proper per. 
son for my design. I recei\•ed his addresses fa­
vourably, and thought that I might love him: but 
then 1 bad not seen Zalmandor. As soon as I be­
held him, I had no more than a bare indifference 
for Armand us- Some days I flattered myself with 
having made a conquest; aud my heart even flew 
to meet my wishes, till the entertainments marie 
for Celdina informed me how much I have been 
mistaken . Ab! Pl•edima, if thou knewest but the 
torments of a proud and ambitious princess, who 
thinks he deserves to be beloved, aud sees others 
run aw.ay with the incense she had promi ed her­
self, thou wouldst own no pain is so cruel. 1 was 
willing to try if I could not find in Armandus s 
love wherewithal to make me forget the affront 
offered against my charms: I even affected, in 
tho e entertaiume~ts, where I was a witness of my 
rival's triumph, to hear the Prince of Arragon 
more favourably. I must confess, I sometimes fan­
cied that Zalmanclor was melancholy; and I often 
surprised him looking at me with all the tenderness 
of a lover. This evening, this very e\•ening, my 
dear Pbedima, alllakeu up as he seemed to be with 
the happy Celt\ ina, his eyes, full of that fire which 
Jove atrords, were fixed on mine with so eloquent 
a lauguish, that I could not support his looks_ 
• eyertheless, I cannot doubt but he loves my rival. 

Oh! my dear princess, said I, no longer able to 
conceal myself, and throwing myself al her feet, l. 
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love not Celdina: you alone have possessed my 

soul with that flame which none but your fair eyes 

could kindle. I pretended only to love her, to de­

ceiv£: the king your father, and to--- shall I 

dare to confess it? to make you desirous of making 

a conquest of me, notwithstanding the esteem you 

had for my rival. Alas! how much did I endure 

in that cruel restraint! how often have I been just 

going to kill him! But bridling those transports, 

for fear of showing my passion, I returned to Cel­

dina; and this day fortune, favourable to my love, 

conducted me hither. Be not angry, my adorable 

princess, at what I have heard. Let us no longer 

restrain ourselves; and accept of a l!eart which 

never wore any other chains than yours. Zalman­

dor, replied the princess, I cannot deny my weak­

ness, since you have beard it: but to merit that I 

should make a confession of it to yourself, and to 

sacrifice the Prince of Arragon for you, you must 

give me proofs that _you don't love my rival, and 

slight her as much as you have made her triumph 

before my e_yes; and when, by a negligence as pub­

lic as your love, I have no reason to doubt of your 

sincerity, perhaps I may then forget the unhappy 

Armandus. Ah! madam, cried I, you love my 

rival more than you think, since you are so un­

willing to discard him; and your vanity has the 

greatest share in what you pronounce in my fa­

vour. What you say may be, replied the princess, 

angrily: but now you know on what conditions I 

place my esteem, you must submit to them, if you 

would oblige me to grant you any thing more. 

After these words, she returned to the ball , and I, 

to show her that I knew how to obey her, never 

went near Celdina, but went away the first of that 

assembly, that I might not hand her to her apart­

ment. 
'But willing to have a little more discourse with 

th.e charming Amandina before she got into her 

palace, I waited for her in a flow.er·garden, into 
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which her closet-window looked. But I had not 
been there above an hour before I perceived my 
rival, and Phedima leaving the princess to go to 
l!peak to him. I could not hear what she said to 
him, because I had hid myself behind a bush of 
honeysuckles: but soon after I saw the closet-wiu-

. dow open, and the Prince of Arragon talking to a 
person who looked out of it for half an hour, whom 
I took to be the princess. I had like twenty times 
to have forfeited all my respect to my jealous rage; 
but at last I waited till Armandus was got both 
out of the palace and the town; and overtaking 
him just as he was going to take horse, said to him, 
~ir, you cannot disobey the king's commands and 
not make me your mortal enemy, who must force 
you to obedience. I could not have thought, re­
plied Armaudus, that such princes as you were the 
King of Castile's spies; and that this part could 
be pardonable in Zalmaudor, as !Jeing a lover of 
the princess. '\hether as a lo\'er of the princess, 
answered I, clapping my hand upon my sword, or 
<IS the king's friend, I shall not suffer you to stay 
any longer here. Let me see, then, said he, put· 
ting himself upon his guard, if you can execute 
this generous design. At these words we began a 
combat, which would l!a\•e been, perhaps, fatal to 
me, if the Prince of Arragon's sword had not broke. 
After which I retired; and seeing his sen,ants 
coming towards u , left him with them, to t ake 
care of th~ir master's wound, which he had recei\·eu 
in his thigh; who, that he might not be known, 
ordered them to carry him some miles from the 
town which h~ had cho en for hi• retreat. 

'As we had no other witnesses of our duel but 
our domestics, it was kept ecret a long time, and 
nobody knew of it but the princess, who learned it 
from Phedima, whom Armandus had informed of 
it. he reproached me the fir t time that l saw 
her: but as this action was a mark of my pa sion, 
she pardoned me, but would not promise to banish 



ZALMANDOR AND AMANDINA. 2P5 

my rival. In the mean time, the care I took to 

avoid Celdina in all places, for whom I had shown 

so much respect, was observed by all the court; 

and as she was a relation of the queen, she \vas 

angry with me. I told her, that the orders which 

I had lately received from the king my father, who 

did not approve of that alliance, obligetl me to con­

ceal the sentiments I entertained for that beautiful 

lady, for fear he should command me to come 

home: for Celdina , as she was proud, and I had 

the misfortune not to displease her, and she had 

flattered herself with being one day queen of Mau­

ritania, she could not hearken to such weak r ea­

sons, but soon guessed at the true cause of my 

change. She conceived so great a jealousy, that 

she told the king, the Prince of Arragon had not 

left the kingdom, but had a de sign to steal away 

the princess ; that I was his rival, ?.nd that we 

fou gbt the day of the ball: which she knew from 

one of my domestics, who gave ber a faithful ac­

count of all my actions . 
'The king, alarmed at this news, sent to make 

the unhappy Armandus a prisone1·, and confined 

him in a cas tle that commanded the town; and 

ordered the queen not to let the princess stir any 

more out of the pal2-ce, but doubled the guards. 

He said nothing to me, for fear he should have oc­

cas ion for me in his war, be having only made a 

truce for a year; but set spies over me, who gave 

him an account of e\ ery step I took. All th ese 

changes gave me a mortal grief. I was in despair 

for the misfortune I had caused my riva l to un­

dergo through my imprudent anger, and for having 

deprived my self of the little liberty I hau some­

times of seeing th e adorable Amandina. But as 

love is ingenious, I found out a way to get into a 

li ttle wood , into which the windows of her apart. 

ment looked, and where she used sometimes to 

walk. I was there two days before I could see 

her: but one e\-cning, when it was very hot, she 
L2 
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came to take a little fresh ai r, attended only by 
Phedima. I went to meet her, and was going to 
ask her pardon for my boldness; but that pr ineess, 
without giving me time to speak, said, Zalmandor, 
you ought to be content with the misc·hiefs you 
have been the cause of, without coming to create 
new ones. !low an~ry would the king be, if he 
knew th at you came into this palace, and at a ti1oe 
when nobcrdy is allowed to con.e ne1tr me but my 
women. "Wh at ri ght have you to sl ight his com­
mands, who knows so well how to make them to 
be obeyed? If you r l1eut, madam, said J, was not 
preposses ed in the favour of my happy rival, you 
could not lay my not being able to suffer his hap­
piness as a crime to my charge; and if you had 
:...ny little bonnty for me, ·ou would soon find an 
excu e for me ia what 1 have done to-clay. But, 
too cruel princess, the care I ha,•e taken to draw 
the ha·red of Celdina upon me does not affect you; 
you are plea~ed with that rema1 kable effect of 
your charrr,s, but ha,·e no (egard for the 1; erson. 
You are Yery unju t, ~aid Amandina, to reproach 
me tint.,: you know me t..ut Yery little, Zalmandor, 
if _you believe the aC'rif1ces can he arrrE:eat..le, it' 
thE: hand that otlers them l;e not dear to me: 'tis 
that makes me SUJ,port my confinement without 
murmuring. J1c faithful, and derend on me for a 
rec~.;mpen~e. I own 1 am Yery much concerned for 
tl;e l'rince of Arragon·~ misfortunes, and am ony 
to see him impri oned by my father, and wi h I 
could restore him to liherty; l>ut not to recei\'e his 
love any more, ·ince l am resolved to partake of 
your chains, and uot hearken any more to his 
~ighs. A siot me to free him from those chajns my 
f:1ther load:. him with, and I promi e you to forbid 
him wearing of mjne. \\ bate,•er danger there may 
l:.··, madam, ans" ered r, I will make u e of all my 
power; but, rli\'ine princess, rE:rnember that this 
prince---. l hall only remember, said shP, 
·.i;· t relates to the tender iodination I ha\'e for 
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you, if you know how to serve me as I would be 

ser,·ed. After these words, she ordered me to re­

tire, without giving me time to say any more; but 

did not forbid me from coming again: and I knew 

fiO well how to make use of this indulgence, that I 

saw her every evening. Ye gods! what new charms 

did I discover in these private conversations; and 

how much did I bless Heaven for my happiness! 

But in these transports l did not forget my rival, 

though all my intercessions were in vain: the king 

would not hear of his liberty; and though the 

queen, who loved this prince, made use of all her 

interest, it was to no purpose. 

'Armandus was no sooner cured of his wound 

but he found out a way to make his esc~pe, by lJ. 

window that looked into the fields, and which was 

so high and dangerous, that it was thought need­

less to secure it with iron bars. The first use he 

made of his liberty was to see the princess; and to 

that end, got to speak to Phedima, who, having 

always f:i.voured him, hid him in Amandina's clo­

set, and when that princess was alone, brought him 

into her chamber. The princess was very much 

surprised to see him, and very glad that he was 

out of the king's power: but reflecting on what 

might befal him, if he should be taken, Armand us, 

said she, the gods can bear me witness bow much I 

have been concerned at your imprisonment, and 

what I would have done to have set you at liberty. 

Heaven has seconded my wishes. Be not so obsti­

nate as to stay in a place :;o fatal to your repose, 

since the danger is greater than at first; but re­

turn to Arragon: and if you have any friendship 

for me, forgive, for th.e respect I bear )'On, the in­

jury my father has done, aud think not of revenge. 

To be sure of my obedience, madam, answered Ar­

mandus, you must not let me go; for while I see 

my princess, l can never hate the author of her 

birth: but I cannot assure you, if you are so cruel 

s to banish me, I can forget the ill-treatment I 
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h av e received . You cannot stay here, rcpiie(l 
A mandina, without being discovered; and l caunot 
see you without being the most uJthappy person of 
my sex. Alas! madam, interrupted the Prince of 
A rragon, you had none of these frightful fore~ight5 
when you showed me some bounty . Without doubt 
Zalmandor, \Vho hy fighting me, !>hawed me too 
plainly how much he was my rin<l---. Ar­
manclus, said the princess, not givin<> him lime to 
make an end of what he was gain' to say, the 
:f'rince of Mauritania ba~ no part in the entreaty I 
make you; my duty alone, and the fear of being 
the cause of your death, oblige me to it; though, 
to hide nothing from you, that prince is dear 
<i!l:oug!. to me, to prefer him before all the world. 
Then I ha\·e nothing to do but die, replied Arman­
d us, since you pronounce the sentence of rny 
death. At the same time, the prince, in a rage, 
drew his sword, and had pierced his breast, if 
l'hedima and the princess bad not taken it from 
him. After which, he ran out of 1\mandina'~ apart­
ment, and went and passed the night in an empty 
J:onse. 

'The next morning, he ~ent me a challenge, and 
:~ppointed the place; where I met him, attended 
onlj' by this esquire you see along with me: and 
without asking him the occa5ion of thi5 second 
duel, we engaged, and I was so happy as to be 
,·ictorious again; for the Prince of Arragon grow­
ing weak by the lo-s of blood from two wounds, 
faintecl, and ft:li. ::Uy esquire ancl I carried him 
to the fir t hou e we coulu come to, sent for a 
~urgeon, who soon toppeu the bleeding of his 
wounds, which were large, but not verj' dangerous. 
i\s soon as he was come to himself I went to his 
bed-side; Generous prince, 5aid I, since fortune 
h;., ghen me the victory, which you was as de­
•ervin" of as myself, give me leave to how you, 
by the care I ball take to supply you with all ne­
n~~arie~, in a plat·e where e,·ery one i~ your 



ZALM:ANDOR AND AMANDINA. 229 

enemy, that, if yon cannot love me, since our love 

for the Princess of Castile is the obstacle, I merit 

your esteem. Brave Zalmandor, said he, to ac­

knowledge your generosity, I ought to yield our 

divine princess to you; but I cannot promise you 

that : therefore, to get rid of an enemy whose life 

is incoml?atible with yours, leave me to finish my 

unhappy days. You have robbed me of the heart 

of the ungrateful Amandina; be not so cruel as tp 

force me to be a witness of your happiness. I 

don't know, said I, whether you have not a greater 

share of that princess's tsteem than myself : but 

however it be, let us be determined by her cl10ice, 

and not by our duels deprive her of two faithful 

lovers; and if you truly love her, dispose not, with­

out her orders, of a life that belongs to her. Ar­

mand us agreed to this proposal, and promised to 

endure whatsoever should be necessary for his 

cure; and after that I returned to the town, fo1· 

fear of being suspected. 

' When I carne to court, I found the king in a 

terrible passion at the Prince of Arragon's escape. 

He gave out strict orders to take him where they 

should fiud him; which made me so much afraid, 

lest they should discover him, that I went to the 

princess in the evening, to beg her to send Phe­

dima, to comma.nd him to suffer himself to be con­

veyed into Arragon; which he resisted a long time, 

but at last consented: and for which purpose I 

provided a litter; but durst not accompany him 

myself, lest the sight of me might not be over agree­

able to him . 
' During this time, the king fell sick, and died 

within eight days; and the queen, with grieving, 

followed him within a month after. The princess, 

notwithstanding the king's severity, was so much 

afflicted for the loss of them, that I was in pain 

for her life; and but for the tend~rness she had 

for me, her tears had not been so soon dried up: 

hllt at last she ) ieJded to my entreaties, aud the 
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desires of the people, who acknowledged her for 
their queen, with all acclamations of joy. Cel­
dina, whose hatred was not in the least diminished, 
seeing then no obstacle to our happin~:ss, had re­
course to the sorcerer .Amerdin, wh01 1 you all know 
to be so bitter an enemy to mankind, that he em­
ploys all his science to make them uuln{'JlJ', :1Ud of their tears forms a rivulet, by which IC work · 
the most cruel enchantments. That wicked wretch, 
overjoyed to have a new subject to exercise his 
rage, stole the princess away one day, and carried 
l.er to a fatal castle, where he keeps &O many 
princes and princesses enchanted, making them un­
dergo so many thousand diflerent punishments. 
Never was gfit:f equal to mine, when I founJ my. 
self deprived of my dear Amandina. I would 
have made Celdina:s life pay for her cruel revenge; 
but a~hamed to stain my hands in a woman's blood, 
I ran after my prince~s, and arrived at the fatal 
castle. I stayed there some days, but could not, 
either by my entreaties or menaces, get any body to 
answer me. At last, enraged at my fortune, T 
went to seek that adorable fairy, whose greatest 
pleasure is to assbt the unfortunate, who ordered 
me to wait for you here, and assured me, that the 
power of punishing Am.:rdin, and setting so many 
illustrious perseus at liberty, was reserved for you 
alone.' 

Here the Prince of Mauritania finished his reb. 
tion wiU1 a deep si~h; which affected Elmedorus 
so much, that he promised him afresh to expose his 
life to restore him his beJo,·ed Amandina ; and the 
princesses, after getting up, and thanking him for 
the trouble tl,ey had given him in telling his ad­
ventures, returned all together to the Prince of 
Numidia, to whom they presented the l'rince of 
Mauritania. The skilful shepherd, having cur~d 
Alinzor in two days, as he had promis tl, all those 
illustrious persons set forward for Amerdin' cas­
tle, after haviug first recompen ed their charitabl 
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host: and at the first town they arrived, the prin· 

cess of the Canaries and Phenisa reassumed wo­

men's apparel, having no reasons to oblige them to 

conceal their sex any longer. They pursued their 

journey for several days, without any thing re· 

markable happening; when one morning, as they 

had alighted from off their horses, to refresh them­

selves by a river's side, they perceived a little 

galley, with several rowers, who were gallantly 

dressed, and a nymph, like one of Diana's, seated on 

cushions of green velvet embroidered with gold, at 

the upper end, who seemed to look earnestly to­

wards the river-side. 

So agreeable a sight presently gained the prin­

cess's attention. The nymph, when she was near 

the shore, came to the side of the galley, and ad­

dressing herself to Elmedorus, said, ' Prince of 

Granada, the l\'Iagnificent Fairy, whose abode is 

not far from hence, sends me to tell you, she desires 

to see you, and all this amiable company, before 

you attempt the adventure of 1\merdm's castle, 

She can restore to you the fatal ring given you by 

Zamat, and by which alone you will be able to 

break the enchantments of the c:ruel magician, and 

enjoy a happiness you hope not for. Fear not,' 

said she, seeing he was unre olved what to do, 

' that this is any artifice of the fairy Desideria's, 

since she that sends me has no need of any other 

charms than those of her beauty to create love, 

and wants to see you only to make you happy.' 

The prince, ashamed of this reproach, offered his 

hand to the princess of the Canaries, who happened 

to be first, to help her into the galley, and after a.ll 

the company bad embarked, went in himself, and 

put off for the Magnificent I sland, where they 

soon after arrived. Nothing could be compared to 

it for grandeur; every thing shone with gold and 

jewels, and the plainest houses ' ere built with 

marble and porphyry. The inhabitauts were sen­

sib le of the effects of their SO\'ereigu's maguifi· 
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cence, and nothing was to be seen but what was 
very stately. The princes and princesses could not 
bear the lustre of the palace, which was i)uilt of 
clear crystals, and adorned with columns of gold; 
the apartments within were answerable to the out­
ward beauty, and that of the fairy's was so bright 
with precious stones, that it dazzled the eyes to 
behold it. 

The fairy received them at the door of her own 
chamber, and without borrowing any thing from 
art to heiahten her beauty, she appeared the chid' 
handiwork of nature. IIer shape exceeded all that 
was human, and her features were so perfect, that 
it would be impossible to draw thPm, \lithout 
robbing them of some charm; all which, with a 
majesty attended by an engaging 'sweetness, ren­
dered her completely adorable. The princesses 
pa id her all the respect due to a goddess, by pros­
tratin(;( themselves at her feet, whom she raised up 
with bounty; anti having embraced them, said to 
the Prince of Granad a, '1 ha,•e so much e teem 
for your virtue, that I will restore you )OUr riug 
which you lost; but before you do me so consi­
derable a piece of sc·n·ice as the destruction of 
llmerd in' castle, it will be just for me to make 
you the reque~t myself.' 'I ought not, madam,' 
said .Elrnedorus, ' to regret 1ny sad days, if they 
can be any way scn·iccable to you; and the uufor­
t nnatc A lzayda cannot compl~tin of my deferring 
the re\·eng;n'j of her, 1f l am so happy a to give 
you any }'roof of m ' rcsp cLs.' 'You will revenge 
A lza,l'da in en iu g me,' replied the fai 1 y, 'aud will 
lind that ]o,·e ly lady in lhe same place l,yhere you 
shal l punblt the wicked A monad us.' ' Ah ! ma­
d.lm,· cried the amorous l'rince of Granada, ' how 
much do you flatter me! I s my princess living? 
And can I hope to ee tho e bright eyes again 
declare my happiness?' ' Perhap ,' replied the 
fairy, ·miling, ' my oracles may not be certain.' 
' Oh! madam,' said Llmedorus, 'I cannot doubt of 



ZALMANDOR AND AMANDINA. 23~ 

them, they promise me a blessing too invaluable 

not to hope them true.' After these words, the 

fairy fearing that the princesses might want a little 

repose, had thtm conducted iuto an apartment, 

where they found nymphs, who offered them mag­

nificent habits, which the fairy made them presents 

of; to please whom, they dressed themselves, that 

they might not offend l:er by a careless negligence 

of themselves. .But how charmed was the Prince 

of Numidia with his choic~, wlu•n he saw the Prin­

cess of the Canaries enter the fairy's chamber, and 

how beautiful did he find her in that new dress ? 

The fairy 5aid a great many fine things of her as 

well as the Princess Zamea; and after having 

spent best part of the day in a delightful conversa­

tion, that adorable princess carried them into the 

gardens, which were so wonderfully fine, that na­

ture and art seemed to vie with each other; where, 

after walking some time, they went to rest them­

selves in a large arbour of myrtle and pome­

granate trees, in the midst of which stood a statue 

of Juno, holding forth in her hands a great many 

crowns, which formed curious fountains. Here 

the fairy entertained them with a fine concert of 

music, which agreeably surprised them; and after 

that had played half an hour, she began to talk 

to Elmedorus about his enterprise, and to give him 

advice for his better conduct; by which he, and 

all that illustrious company, perceived a secret 

interest she had in that undertaking; and Zamea, 

more bold than the rest, told her, that she was 

persuaded that the Prince of Granada would ac­

complish that dangerous enterprise; but, to mduce 

him to neglect nothing, begged that she would 

have the goodness not to conceal from him the 

part she took in it. Zalmayda backed the Princess 

of l'ez in this request; and the princes, by their 

respectful silence, showed that they were no Jess 

desirous th an those fair princesses . The Magnifi. 

cent Fairy granted what they pressed her so ear· 
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nestly for, but could not resolve to be present at 
the relating of her own history; therefore rose up, 
and ordered Celina, one of her nymphs, to satisfy 
their curiosity, who, in obedience to her com­
mands, as soon al she was gone, gave it them in 
these words. 
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TilE HISTORY 

OF 

THE MAGNIFICENT FAIRY AND 

PRINCE SALMACIS. 

'You all know, without doubt,' said Celina, ad­

dr~ssiug herself to the princesses, ' that the l\Iagni­

iicent Fairy is the daughter of Venus and the great 

King Poliande1·, siuce &he inherits the beauty of 

that goddess, and the grandeur and majesty of the 

king her father; who was so very fond of her, that 

he made her a sovereign princess as soon as she 

was capable of governing, and gave her this island; 

and Venu s, to make her the more powerful, ren­

dered her one of the greatest fairies in Europe. 

Her science she employs in completing the happi­

ness of all who are unfortunate, and therefore is 

sought after and adored by all the world. In this 

court there lived a prince nameu Salmacis, "hose 

merit, beauty, wit, and courage, maue him the ad­

miration of all that knew him; and though fortune 

denied him those crowns his ancestors haLl worn, 

l1is merit was not Jess, but too plainly proved For­

tune to be blind as well as Love; and it is not 

surprising that he, who was such a.s 1 represent 

him, or, if possible, more charming, should gain 

the hearts of all the nymphs of that bright court, 

But the height of all his glory was, that the Divine 

Fairy looked upon him with a favour:..ble eye, and 

conceived an inclination for him, which she con­

cealed with pain. IIer pride dictated to her, that 

as a daughter of Venus and King Poliander, ant!. 

queen of a flourishing empire, she ought not to 

look upon Salmacis, who was her subject. 
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' Without doubt tlie greatness of the fairy bin· 

dered the prince from offering up his vows to her, 
and made him disco\·er charms in a beautiful young 
lady, whose uame was lsmira, for whom he sighed 
not lon g in vain. Ism ira, Oattered with the vanity 
of having the preference before all the other ladies 
of tbe court, 1 eturned his Jo,·e with equ"J pas ion, 
and gloried so much in her conquest, that she in 
no wise disgui ed her Ltnderue:;s. Salmacis, in 
the height of felicity, could uot Ji,·e a moment 
from his charming nymph; every thin2; was insup­
portable to him whr::n she was absent, and the 
time that he was obliged to vay his re:;pect. to the 
fairy, robbed him of too many preciou moments; 
and, to be short, he was never seen in public but 
whr::n he waited ou lsruira. Every day he found 
out something- or othe1· to divert her, and spent a 
great part of every night in s~renading her with 
the best mu~ic. 

'So much lo,•e offended the queen, who, if she 
could not O\ ercome the inclination she had for Sal­
macis, she was so much mistress of !Jerself as to 
conce,.J it, as long as he forbore to make his ad­
dresses to another; but 11 soon a jealousy roused 
up her tenderness, she became thoughtful, uueasy, 
and melancholy : and as her p<•ssion was a ecret 
to the world, she wa every moment hea1 in,g of 
her rival's happiness; tdl at last, bem!l' unable lo 
keep these cruel pas5ion locked up in lJer brea t, 
she said to me one clay, l.elina, is it true that 
Salmacis loves hmira with o much ttnde1 nes ? 
Madam, answered 1, having [>erceiH:d th<•t the 
prince was not ind1A·e, ent to her, bmira 1 only 
beloved by l'rince ~almaci , berau e hl:l dareo not 
look on a person m th1s court wllo far e:-..cel· her. 
And who do you think more amiahle than that 
nymph? said the fairy. lf you would permit me 
to tell you, madam, replied 1, l ~houlrl say the 
Magnificent Fairy exceeds her both m ueauty and 
birth. Alas! Celina, said she, how little acquaint. 
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ed are you with the power of love, if you believe 

it is governed by reason! Salmacis sees none so 

perfect as the happy lsmira, and I am sure, in his 

eyes, she would prevai l Lefore the goddess my 

mother. I cannot tell, answered I, whether he 

would think her more beautiful than that goddess; 

but l know that all his Jove for this nymph does 

not hinder him from praising yo u with exaggera­

tion; and I'll answer for him, madam, that he only 

pays his addresses to Ism ira to secure himself from 

being so unhappy as to find you too worthy of h is 

adorat10ns. Alas! Celina, said she, bow little 

reason has he to fear that misfortune, and how 

pleased should I be to let him know, that if h is 

birth keeps him at too great a distance from my 

throne, his merit approaches too near my heart ! 

But why should 1 flatter my 11-rief with so dece itful 

an iJea, when I see him so much taken with my 

rival? Represent him to me with all the colours 

of the blackest ingratitude; tell me, that notwith­

standing all the kindness I have for him, he would 

not hearken to it but to make a sacrifice of it to 

Ismira, whom, though she has no cro\vns to offer 

him, he makes to triumph over my tenderness for 

him. All this I can ooner forgive, than his having 

looked so little at me uot to know all that passed 

in my soul: 'tis this cruel indifference I· would 

punish severely, but for sacrificing me to my rival 

I accuse Love . That blind boy disposes of us with 

so much power, that he does not suffer us to know 

any other happiness thau that which he offers us, 

how precious soever that may be which he makes 

us neglect. 
'Though Salmacis were much more guilty, re­

plied I, than you make him to be, yet I cannot 

help thinking tl1at your power draws a veil over 

his eyes in regard to your perfections; and tlazzled 

with the lustre of your throne, he tlares not ap­

proach you: and though he might perceive you 

~~:ave him pOrne favourable looks1 he might be cal.i-
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tious how he explained them, for fear of rendering 
bimsel f criminal. 0, how little acquainted are you, 
said the fairy, with the mysteries of the god my 
brother! lf Salmacis had that tender inclination 
for me, which makes my life so burdensome to me, 
he would have forgot my being his sovereign; and 
the long race of kings from who1n he takes his de­
scent, would have maue him think himself equal 
w ith the greatest princes; and his love n:ndering 
him bolder, he would have sighed loud enough to 
lut\'e been heard: he would have been rash enou gh 
to have expl~ined my looks; and charmed to ha\'e 
seen the same fire sparkle in them which raged in 
his heart---but, Cellna, the happiness of learn­
ing him so charming a language i - resen•ed only 
for lsmira . How pleasantly do they pass away 
their time! Nothing interrupt their tende1 ne~s. 
lia\'e a care, too happy lovers, continued the qu<?en, 
of making your fate too ador.<ble, before I ha\'t d<;· 
termioed of mine. rerha]JS, provoked by jealousy, 
I may take a pleasure in rendering you a miser­
able as myself; I may make you answer for all 
tho,e unworthy sigh that ha\•e escaped from my 
weak fooli~h heart, and you may shed tears to dry 
up mine. But \•hither, unhappy princess, does thy 
passion carry thee ? ror what crime wouldot thcu 
punish them? \rhat rea on ha L thou to complain 
of thy rival? Is not ~he ignorant of thy love ? 1\nd 
wa the in~ens ible Salmacis obliged to under land 
it ? And suppose he did, dost thou not know by 
experience, that thou art not ma-ter enough of thy 
own heart to force it away from the object where. 
with it is taken? \~ hy would~t thou then ha\ e 
th~JO do more than thou art :.ble thyself? Il ao t 
thou le>s virtue than these lovers? I'ermit th{'m 
then to love, siuce they may with innocence; and, 
to puni h thee for harbourin~ thoughts of >eparal­
ing them, b<; a witne3s of the ir plea>ures. 

Some ambassadors coming j u t then for their au­
dience, and the fJUeen being told they waited, went 
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to receive them; and I, in the mean time, went to 

take a turn or two in the gardens, where I met the 

prince. My pensiveness, and the air of concern 

that appeared in my face, made Salmacis ask me 

what was the matter with me, and if love made 

me so melancholy, I told him, laughing, that that 

god had undoubtedly some share in my musings, 

and that I was thinking on the fantastic:alness of 

bis empire . Let me know, said the prince, whe­

ther you have any reason to accuse him, and of 

what it is you complain. You have more cause to 

complain yourself, sir, said I, looking earnestly 

upon him; for if lo,-e had not blindfolded you, 

there are few princes who might be so happy as 

yourself: and I doubt, whether the favours you 

receive from Ismira may equal those you have lost. 

Since you speak so myotically, said Lhe prince, with 

some confusion, I conjure JOLt, Celina, to explain 

yourself, or perhaps you may make me guilty of 

crimes that may cost me my life. Sir, said I, such 

princes as you never ca11, when they make choice 

of goddesses for the subject of their vows: Venus 

loved Anchises. After Lhese words, I left him to 

go to the queen, whom I perceived at the end of 

the alley wherein we walked. 

Ever after this conversation, Salmacis, who un­

dustood well ~1ough what .! meant, saw the fairy 

every daj', and appeared sometimes confused and 

thoughtful. He no longer va lued Ismira·s charms; 

he made no entertainments for her; his vi~its were 

less frequent; and ~very body took notice of this 

clHmge: she herself grew jealous, but was resolved 

to discover her rival before she spoke to her lover. 

In the mean time, Lhe fairy observing the ass idui­

ties of the prince, never doubted buL I had told 

him. Celina, said she, you have uc trayed me; Sal­

macis knows my weakness: his sighs and looks tell 

me so; for if you had not said something to him, 

he durst not have been so bold. 'fis love reuders 

him so, replied 1, and not my discourse with him: 
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that little god has discovered to him that inclina­
tion, which gives you that esteem for him as to 
t hink him worthy of your chains. .B ut Celina, aid 
she again, the priuce does not love me; Ism ira is 
t he object of h1s tenderness, and love cannot let 
h im know what pas es in my heart, since he has 
none for me. It may be, madam, answered 1, he 
does not love that l.idy, but endeavours only, as I 
t old you before, to pre,·ent the mtsfortune of find­
ing you too charming; and even one look of yours 
may have informed lum, that his constraint is to no 
purpose . 

'The prince, who came in just as I was speaking, 
made the queen blush so much, that he stood like 
one thunderstruck; and l, to give them an oppor­
t unity to explain lbemstlve , said, 1he prince here 
can give you a l.>etter account of what you ask 
than myself. Can I be so happ ', n:tadam, replied 
Salmacis, to know any thmg that merits your Ctt­

riosity? Celina, aid the fairy, blushing again, is 
sometimes so much out of the way, that one must 
not a\ ways mind what she says; and what I asked 
of her is not 'n·ortb any further information. 1t is 
worth so much, madam, rep! ted l, that it may gi,•e 
you a little more confidence again in what I have 
the honour to tell you; therefore I dbire I may 
acquaint the prince with the subject of our di pute. 
Celina, said the queen, I choo e rather to believe 
you, than that you should tah Prince almacis 
for a second. \V ell, madam, then, aid I, 1 am very 
well satisfied that you gi,,e credit to my words, 
and the prince ought to be so too. Celina, replied 
Salmacis, who comprehended i.>y the queen' confu­
sion that we were talking of him, has always been 
so much ID) friend, that after what I have heard 
her say, I am sure I ought to return you thanks for 
the belief you have in her discour e. Tt happens 
sometimes, that the great respect '"e have for per­
~ons whom we adore obliges us to be silent; and 
wit 1out the fa,rourable assistance of a good friend, 
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we die before we dare declare that which is the 
cause. You see, madam, said I, laughing, that 
love takes care to explain my riddles, and the 
prince--- . · Hold your tongue, said the fairy, 
who chose rather to be angry with me than her 
lover, and do not force the prince to say what he 
does not think. I ought to punish you for his 
rashness; had it not been for you, he would neithet 
have offended me nor Ismira. Ah! mad~m, said 
Salmacis, forgive Celina.'s compassion for a miser­
able prince . If it is a crime to adore you, I am 
most guilty . Consumed by a passion which I haYe 
concealed with care, believing my flame unworlhy 
of the author of its birth, I pass my unhappy days 
in complaining of Heaven for having made you so 
perfect, that no mortal dare love you without rash­
ness; for who, madam, can presume to adore you 
with that stock of beauty and virtue that gives you 
the preference before the goddess your mother? 
Salmacis, said the fairy, you certainly forget that 
you are speaking before me, or at least you think 
me very indulgent. Forbear to persuade me to 
wh2.t you dou't think; and force me not to banish 
) ou for your rashness as well as deceit. Can you 
hope that I am the only person in my court who is 
ignorant of your love for Ismira? And how would 
you have me receive so profane an incense 1 I have 
not profaned mine, madam, replied the prince, but 
otfer it you as pure as that which burns on the 
altars of the queen of love . Reproach me not with 
my love for I sm ira, since you, divine fairy, forced 
me to it. Yexed with myself for conceiving a pas. 
sion which I name sacrilege, I made my add1·esses 
to that.nymph to disengage myself from so danger. 
ous a chain. I thought for some time that I had 
found in her kindness for me that succour so neces­
sary to my quiet; but one glance from your eyes, 
perhaps undcti ignedly cast on me, has disturbed 
anew the happiness of my life. l'leased with th~:: 
Jove I have for my- queen, I cauuot live withouL 

VOL. II. l\I 



212 TALES OF TilE FAIRIES. 

her: and, madam, continued he, throwing himself 

at her feet, 'tis in your power to dispose of my 

fate : and if my vows are not to be accepted, to 

save you the trouble of punishing me, I willl;ierce 

before :your face this unhappy heart, which has 

rendered me so guilty. Salrnaci., said the fairy, 

r aising him up, encroach not upon my rights, Jea\'e 

to me the care of making choice of a chastisement 

which .YOU deserve: without attempting any thing 

upon your life, I can find other ways to revenge 

myself; but, like 311 impartial judge, I have exa­

miued your crime, and find your rashneos merits a 

punishment more mild than your treason. After 

t hese words, she took her Jea,·e of the prince, and 

would not hear him say any more. "\\'hen we were 

alone, 5he made me some reproaches, which I ktJew 

proceeded more from her modesty than anger. 

The prince, from that day ~rowing bold, ne1·er saw 

t he yueen but he entertained her 11 ith his passion, 

and knew so well how to per uade her that he 

did not love Ismira, that she permitted him to 

sigh, and to bof'e his sighs might ha1·e their de~ired 

cOect. 
'A fate so muclt to be envied oug:ht to ha1·c 

made Salmacis forget l mira, whatever charms that 

beautiful maid v:as mi tre-~ of; but tht- reproaches 

she marlt him when she knew who wa that for­

midaule ri\'al who bad robbed her of her lover' 

l1eart, brought him to her again . Ile visited her 

t1·ery day, aud endeavoured to persuade her that it 

was his interest that obli'!ed him to wait so much 

u ou the queen: but 15m ira, not satisfied with 

the~e weak excu.e~, and kuowin,. moreover the 

power she had over him, told him, that 5he could 

not 1 esoh·e with hers~: if to tay, and be a witness 

c;f her rival"s happiness, but would go and li"e re­

tir d at a house she had at the farthermo t part of 

the island.. 1he prince, conc-erned at this re olu-. 

t10u, aud to pre1tnt her going, swore a thousand 

oaths that he would never lov e any other but her; 
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with which the cunning Ismira seemed well satis­
fied: but the uext morning, as soon as it was day, 
she went, knowing well enough that while th~ 

prince saw the queeu, she must yield to that dau­
gerous rival, and that if she left the court he would 
follow her: which uotion of hers was very just; 
for as soon as Salmacis understood she was gone, 
he immediately posted after her. What! cruel 
l smi1·a, sairl he, do you forsake me? What! would 
you break those chains which you have sworn so 
often should bt: as durable as life? Sir, replied 
that maid, with tears in her ej•es, 'tis not I who 
break them; you know, unju st prince, the p Ieasure 
I take in wearing them with you, and what I have 
done to make them light. How often have you, 
pleased with the happiness of loving and beiug be­
loved, preferred your fate to that of the gods? 
But that channing time is no more; the bright 
lustre of a crown has surprised your tenderness, 
and you can no longer think yourself blessed but 
by a mistress who can add power and grandeur to 
love: follow that blind di•·inity, and leRve me to 
preserve the remembrance of that too happy time, 
Faithful to my teuderness, I shall only remember 
those moments when you deserved so well, and 
shall forge t that you have betrayed me, for fear 
lest so cruel an idea, by kindling my rage, should 
weaken my lo•·e . Ah! my clear lsmira, cried the 
p1 ince, throwing himself at her feet, what must I 
do to repair my crime? Love none but me, s ir, 
rtplied ohe, and ohow by stay ing with me here how 
dear 1 am to you. ). es, charming nymph, said 
Salmacis, I Io,·e none but you, and shall think my­
self happy to renounce the bounties the fairy has 
promised me, to prove that my love is as violent as 
in the first days of its birth. 

' Wh ile the prin<'e with so much imprudence for­
got all tile obligations he had w the queen, that 
lovely fairy was sensiuly provoked at the prefer­
'\nce he gave a person so muc·h beneath him i11 
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beauty and birth. In her rage she could not find 
out any punishment great enough to expi<tte so 
horri~ a crime: her first transports represented the 
pleasure of reveJJge so full of charms, that she was 
ready to invent an enchantment by which these 
criminals might live in despair: but love prevail­
ing over her passion, she contented herself with 
venting her anger in tears. Ah! Celina, aid she, 
how great an injury have you doue roe by flattering 
my tenderness! Had it not been for you, I had 
never tasted of the fatal plea ure of bein" loved by 
the prince; I should have a] ways seen him at the 
feet of my rival, and that cruel sight would have 
made roe hate him: but poisoned by his fal e pas­
sion, I was reduced to the sweet necessity of think­
ing myself always beloved by bim. What reme­
dies, cruel maid, can you apply to the evils you 
have brought on me? 

'1\ladam, said I, if roy death can make an atone­
ment, I'll undergo it with pleasure: I confess I 
was in the wrong to you. As to the perfidious 
Prince Salmacis, he is uude en, ing of your bonuty, 
:tince he is so neglectful; and you ought to punish 
him, if he was not so dear to you that his punish­
ment would be greater to yourself: but if he is ne­
cessary to your repose, forget his ill conduct, ~,nd 
attribute it nol to the inclinations of his heart; the 
artful Tsmira, for f~ar of your charms, keeps him 
from you through a use of admiring her be uty, 
Go and show yourself, madam, at her palace, and 
force from your enemy a sla,·e who is but too much 
honoured with wearina your chains, and I'll an­
swer for his fidel its. Ah! Celma, said the queen, 
though I am sensible I cannot live without being 
beloved by the prince, I cannot resolve to take 
such a step, which would turn to my shame, and 
might perhaps add to my rival's triumph. Well 
then, madam, said r, publish the tournamt>nt which 
. ou always gi,·e upon the account of your birth­
duy, and let lhe prize be so great as to fiatt r th• 



TilE MAGNIFICENT FAIRY, &c. ~45 

''anity of the weak prince, who, fond of glory and 
honour, will leave his nymph, and if he sees you 
but a moment I'll be answerable for his repent­
ance. The fairy, after having well weighed my 
advice, resolved to follow it, and ordered a tour. 
nament to be appointed, and for the prize a golden 
cro>rn set with rubies, which the victor should 
wear at all public ceremonies in that island . 

'The hopes of this recompense had the effect I 
expected. Salmacis could not resist the desire he 
had of being honoured by so particular a distinc· 
tion, but left Ismira, and arrived at court the 
night before the tourname)lt. The affront he had 
put upon the queen prevented him from going to 
make her a visit. The next day, the fairy, maguifi. 
cently dressed, placed herself on a scaffold, at. 
tended by all her court; and after the judges of the 
field had performed the usual ceremonies, the 
prince was the first who entered the lists. His 
armour shone bright with jewels; his llelmet was 
adorned with a plume of white feathers; and on his 
shield was figured a Cupid, endeavouring to piercel 
three hearts with one arrow, but coul<.l not accom­
plish it, and this device, 

' 'Tis too much for one.' 

He never in all his life appeared so charming 
as that day, for the god of love, who thought none 
more worthy of his care than that prince, aud the 
fairy, had enlivened his natural beauty by theiD 
charms. Salmacis, after having taken a turn or 
two about the field, passing by the queen, saluted 
her, with a countenance whereon his shame for his 
crime was painted; and surprised at himself for 
preferring Ismira before that adorable fairy, stood 
auove a quarter of an hour before he could take his 
eyes off her. But a knight presenting himself, be 

soon made himself ready to receive him, and not. 
only gained the victory over him, but;. over all who 

/ 
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disputed it with him: and being declared victor, 
was led to the quee n's scaffold, to be crowned by 
her own bands. 

'When the tournament was o,·er the fairy re. 
tired into her clo£et, and would not be seen by any 
body; and the prinC'e, unable to re3ist hi· desire of 
getting her pardon, <:amt> to me. Cdina, said he 
to me, either ki ll me, or get me leave to throw my­
self at the queen's feet: 1 know J am uuworthy of 
her favour, aftt:r what my hlind pa~sion has made 
me commit; but if a quick repent;.nce, and a fide­
lity proof against all tl1e trials she can put me to, 
can bear any weight--and yet, Celina, l know so 
well l1ow by love to repair my weakue s, that she 
shall be obligE:d to renE:w my chaius. ,Jy lor<.l, re­
p lied I, I cannot promise that the queen will hear 
you, since she, foreseeiug th<tt you would come, 
has locked her ~>If up, and forbid any body to in­
terrupt her. Celina, said he, l know that you ha,·e 
that liberty; grant me the favour that l a;k, or I 
shall belie'e that you ne,·er was my friend. AL 
last, o,·ercome by &a.lmacis's cntreatie , <ond be· 
lie,·ing that I should uot di jJlea:;e the queen, I 
went and knocked at the clo~et-door; but was sur­
pl·ised when she bid me he gone, and would not 
hear a syllable of the prince's repE:ntance. With 
this cruel answer r went to him, and thou;;ht he 
would ha,•e died away at the news; and ~o great 
was his grief, that hE: retired to his own apartment 
without saying one word. lt wa se,·eral days be­
fore he could gel a favourable opportunit' to peak 
to her, for she had forLid him her ight: till one 
evenina, as she was walking by tbe sea-side, at­
tended by her maids, be came and cast himself at 
her feet, and knew so pe.-fectl · well how to talk 
by his eyes and sighs, that the fairy promised to 
forget his crime, provided he would forsake I -
mira; which the prince consentE:d to without any 
hesitation, and from that moment ga,·e l1er all the 
token~ of a constant passion. Ism ira made use of all 
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her charms to seduce him again; but finding the 

attempts fruitless, to banish him from her heart, 

left the island, and married a prince who had loved 

her a long time. 
'In the mean time, the fame of Salmacis's happi· 

ness reached the ears of king Pol iander, who, tak. 

ing it ill that a subject should dare to make love 

to his sovereign, sent for Amerdin, that famous 

magician, and ordered him to take away and con­

fine Salmacis in his enchanted castle; and that 

cruel instrument of mischief having surprised Sal­

macis wh~n he was out a hunting, conveyed him 

to that fatal abode. The queen, in despair for his 

misfortune, consulted her books, to know how her 

lover might gain his liberty, and found that it was; 

you alone, generous prince,' said Celina,.addressing 

herself to EJmedorus, 'who could destroy the en­

chantment of that castle, where so many ii1LrStriou5 

unfortunate princes and princesses suffer punish­

ments unknown to other mortals. The queen saw 

with sorrow that you had lost the ring, on which 

the success of this adventu re depended; when Za. 

mat Llying, comwitted that treasure so precious to 

her tenderness into her hands, charging her to re­

store it to you for the advancement of her happi­

ness. She conducted you to the ri\·er Tagus, where 

the beautiful Princess of Fez, by her orders, waited 

for you; and knowing that you was going to at­

tempt so dangerous an enterprise without any other 

assistance than your own courage, sent me this . 

morning to you, that she might herself g i,•e you 

that valuable ring, on which the change of her and 

your fortune depends, since thereby you will find 

your charming princess again always constant to 

your memory. Asmonadus, knowing of your re­

t\:! rn from the fairy Desideria's island, and fearing 

you should go and take Alzayda from. him, took her 

away in that swoon wherein your esquire thought 

she was dead, and left Leon, taking Sanchea along 

with him. He hurried her to Amen.lin's enchanted 



,218 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

castle, where Desideria, to be revenged of you , 
told him he might make himself beloved by that 
charming lady. But he has since found that his 
enchantments could have no effect upon her heart; 
~or she, always faithful to her dear Prince of Gra­
l)ada, passes her days full of grief. For you, 
beautiful Zamea, your knio;ht, deceived by your 
resemblance, tastes aU the sweet pleasures whicl, 
make him bless his fate; and Amandina, to satisi • 
the hatred of the revengeful Celdina, som'l1times 
regrets the Joss of the Prince of Mauritania in a 
deluge of tears, and sometimes bewails the dcatlt 
of the Prince of Arragon. For Salmacis, hi pu­
nishment is great enough in being separated from 
his adorable fairy: but as he believes he shall ne er 
see her again, he is as much to be pitied as tlu! rest 
who are kept in that terrible abode.' 

Celina having thus finished her relation, made 
the Prince of Granada so desirous of arriving at 
Amerdin's castle, that they had a great deal to do 
to persuade him to stay in the i)•fagnilicent Fairy 's 
island till the next day; and the joy to know that 
his princess was I iving so employed his thought , 
that he forgot to thank Celina for the favour she 
had done him; which Zalmayda and Zamea did 
for him, and afterwards went to the queen, in her 
O\ITD apartment. r.J;hat night wa$ spent in begging 
of the fairy to assi t them with her advice; anu 
the next day, by sun-rise, this lovely troop left 
that isle, and were carried back by the same galley 
that brought them; and found by the river-~icle a 
magnificent chariot for the prince ses, and for the 
princes fairy horses, which cou~cl neither tire nor 
be wounded. A dwar f pre ented Elmedorus wi th 
a suit of armour of massy gold, enriched with ru· 
hies and pearls; and on his shield, which was of 
the same metal, wns t he. representation of himself 
trampling C}: piring mon ters under hi feet. El-· 

edorus accep t('U of so valualJle :a pre en • nd, 
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was armed with them by th e dwarf, who informed 
him of their power. Afterwards they pursued their 
way for Amerdin's castle. 

All that day they tra\'elled without any molesta­
tion from any person, and at night arri,·ed at a 
little hamlet, situated by a pleasant river's side, 
where the huts were built of red marble; and the 
shepherds and shepherdesses, clothed in stuffs of 
the same colour, with silver crooks in their hands, 
came to offer them their habitations for that night. 
The princesses, surprise:l to find so much polite­
ness among shepherds, asked them whom tl,ey be­
longed to . The shepherds answered, they -were 
subjects·of the Magnificent .Fairy, who had ortlered 
them to recei \•e them after the best mauner they 
were capable of. These huts were found to be as 
<·onvenient within, as they were handsomely built 
without. A I! the furniture was of a rose-eoloured. 
~nd silver stuff; and tables of red and green por­
phyry, covered with vessels of alabaster full of 
several sorts of flowers, from which tbsre exhaled. 
a perfume that ravished the senses. 

The princesses, after they had admired that 
charming place, laid the.msel ves down for ~ome 
time on beds of repose, and, during a repast which 
was served up, the shepherds played on soft ll utes; 
and when the supper was on;r, they all retired to 
their apartment~ . The next morning, by day-break, 
our fair adventurerti, followed by lhe knights, got 
iuto their chariot; and, after caressing their kind 
hostesses, pursued their journey . The next evening 
they spent as agreeably as that in the marble ham­
Jet; for, in a great forest, the track which they 
followed led them to a fine castle, the walls of 
which were white ag<tte, and the cornices and <'O­

vering of flame-coloured Chiu~ . A nymph of hea­
\·enly beauty, covtlred with a veil of green and gold 
gauze, stood at the gates; and addressing herself 
to the Prince of Granada, said,' Generous Prince, 
the l\1agnificent Fairy orders me to receive you 

l\12 
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here; and you may assure your princ~sses, that 

they may command e1·ery thing this place affords.' 

Elmedorus received this compliment with great ci­

vility, and presented the princesses, who embraced 

their beautiful hostess; who led them into a hall 

of agate, the same as the palace-walls, supported 

by twelve flame-coloured China pillars, where all 

th e furniture was green velYet embroidered with 

gold . As soon as they were seated, ix nymphs 

came and presented baskets full of fruit and sweet­

meats. After this collation, they walked into a. 

·wood of pomegranate trees, of an extraordinary 

h eight, where there were fine fountains, which fell 

into large China basins of that nyiDjJh's fa,•ourite 

colour. Zalmayda and Zamea were so enchanted 

with this charming abode, that they could hardly 

resolve to lea\'e it, but that the nymph led them 

]nsensibly into the forest, where a noble entertain­

ment and concert of fine mu5iC' was prepared for 

t hem : all which, as soon as the princes and pnu­

cesses rose from table, disappeared; and from all 

the alleys, which tnded in that place, came forth 

1\Ioors, and gave them a morris.dauce . Great part 

of the evening glided away in these sorts of dh·er­

sions; till the princesses reflecting that they ''ere 

t o rise early the next day, rr:turn d to the palace: 

though the next morning, more idle than ordinary, 

t !.ey Jay till two hour~ after sun-rbe; when their 

charming hostess led them to their chariot, aud 

taking her leave of them, ga1•e Elmedorus a dog 

of an extraordinary size, and t..id him follow that 

dog, which would lead him to the fatal ca~lle. 

Elmedorus, as well as the re~t of these ad1•enturers, 

thauktd her a thousand time , and followed the 

dog, who took a large tract in the forest . 

Tl1ey b~d not tra\·elled more than thr e hours 

befort they discerned Amerdiu's castle; at which 

tJ ,c piince conceived au inexpressible joy, and 

1r. ~kinE! the princesses stop, desired the plince to 

·'Y v:ith them LO guard them, and ad van~ d by 
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b imself to the gates of that infernal place ; from 

whence, after the usual signal, there came forth a 

knight wiLh his lance in his hand, whom he knew 

to be Almanzon. Elmedorus would not make usc 

of his sword against him, but presenting his ring, 

the knight, coming out of the enchantment with 

which he had been so long deceived, let fall his 

lance, and threw himself at the feet of the Prince 

of Granada; who, raising him up and embracing 

bim, said, 'Accept from me, brave knight, both 

liberty and your princess,' pointing to the prin­

cesses' chariot. Almanzon, transported with joy, 

ran to his dear princess; anrl in the mean time a 

second enemy came out of the castle, whom the 

prince knew to be Salmacis by his device. The 

respect he had for the fairy prevented his employ­

ing his sword, but let fall the point, and showed 

his fatal ring. The knight, ashamed of his design, 

ran to his deliverer with open arms. 'Prince,' said 

Elmedorus, ' the Magnificent Fairy, by whom you 

ha,·e always been tenderly beloved, frees you from 

these chains, to oblige you to wear hers.' ' Ah ! 

generous knight,' replied Salmacis, 'what happiness 

do you pronounce! Is it possible for me to see 

that charming fairy again?' 'Yes,' said Elmedo­

rus, 'and find her always beautiful and constant. 

But leave me to finish my undertaking; for the 

dear interest I have in it urges rt1e to make a trial 

of all the enemies the c-ruel i\menlin can send 

against me. Go to the princesses, who wait for 

me; but have a care of their charms.' The knight 

obeyed; and Elmedorus seeing a Lhird ad\'ersary, 

who was Asmonadus, advanced towards him with 

his sword in his hand. '\Vho art thou, rash youtlJ,' 

said Asrnonadus, ' who come here to seek thy 

death?' ' I am Elmerlorus of Granada,' replied 

the prince, 'who, favoured !Jy the gods, come to 

p.unish thee .and the traitor A merdin, and to de­

ltver the Pnncess Alzayda out of the hands of 

ber enemies.' At these words they fought with so 
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much fu ry, that the princesses trembled for their 
valiant hero, and the princes, forgetting that they 
were not to • Jncern themselves in this adventure, 
ran to his assistance; but IJefore they cou ld get 
to him, he had brought his assailant to the ground, 
whose so ul flew to the infernal regions through a 
large woun::l in his side. Elmedorus being thus 
delivered of his rival, thru.1l·ed lhe generous knights, 
and desired them to return agaitJ to the princesses. 

As soon as Asmouadns had yielded up his breath , 
there came out of the castle a roariug lion to at­
tack the prince, who, without making u•e of his 
rin g, killed him, after an hour's fight, by Asmo­
nad us. The lion was no. sooner defeated, uut there 
appeared a knight mounted on a griffin, with his 
vio;or hlllf lifted up, and his hag<rard eyes full of 
fury. '1bink not, 1 rince of Granada,' said he, 
'because thou hast ,·auquished so often, to aet·om­
plish thy enterprise. 1 hou can~t not e ·cape my 
1 e\·enge.' 'Let us sec , then,' said .Elmedorus, 'if 
thou art more invulnerable than the rest of thy 
defenders, by whom thou thoughteEt to weaken my 
arm; but know, that my stren!!,th increa es with 
my Yictorie .' 'IJ,en Amerdin flew with his griffin 
towards J.lmedoru s, who founJ him>elf in great 
difficulty thereby ; but growing outra~eous that 
thi s traitor should defend him;elf so well, fetched 
so furious a stroke at hi5 word.arm, that he cut 
it oO'; and tlJe rnag-iciao, finding that he wa no 
longer aule to resist, flew away on his griffin. 
From his venomous blood there sprung so many 
sna!,c anti :erpents, which turned their murdering 
tonaues ag~tin t the prir.ce, that he, seeing that he 
could not defend himself against so many enemies, 
turned hi5 ring, and pa sing through the U<idst o 
them, went directly to the castle. 

Two bear of an enormous size guarded the 
porch, and "ould infallibly hfl\'e fallen upon him, 
but being restrained by the virtue of hi rina, ran 
away. 1 he gates opened, and a knight of <1 IP\Ughty 
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~nien advanced to defend the entry. Elmedorus, 

sorry t.o sacrifice so accomplislled a prince, desired 

him not to put himself to the proof of his arms : 

but the stranger, whom the magician bad told that 

he was comt to force away Amandina, not listening 

to the good advice he gave, struck him on the hel­

met with his sword. Upon which, the enraged 

Elmedorus, disdaining to use his ring, attacked 

him; and thoug!J there was no knight more brave 

than the unhappy Prince of Arragon, laid him life­

less at his feet. After this our generous prince, 

impatient to find his princess, went in; and having 

tra\·ersed several dismal apartments, came to a 

tower, where there was neither door nor window, 

and heard the complaints of those who were in­

closed in it, and, among the rest, thought !Je could 

distinguish his princess's voice. Mo\•ed with these 

plaintive sounds, he took a hammer, which the 

Magnificent Fairy had ordered him to carry with 

him, and fagtening his magic ring to it, struck the 

wall therewith, which presently opened, and he 

went in, and found it full of beautiful ladies, who 

by their tears formed a brook which ran out at the 

bottom of that piece of building. There he found 

his dear Alzayda seated by a tomb, which she be­

sprinkled with her tears, and saw himself so well 

represented, that he was amazed: but desirous to 

put a slop to the princess's sighs and tonnents, he 

presented the ring; upon whicll the tomb immedi­

ately disappeared, and the walls of the tower were 

changed into a magnificent triumphal arch, where 

the names of Elmedorus and Alzayda were. written 

in golden letters, supported by Cupids . All the 

knights and ladies, who had been kept prisoners 

there for almost an age by the enchantments of the 

cruel Amerdin, came to throw themselves at the 

feet of the Prince of Granada, who raised them up 

after so noble and genteel a manner, that they con­

ceived a new joy to be delivered by so generous a 

knight; and porceivinG the impatience he was iu 
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to entertain his princess, retired to ihe other enu 
of the room they were in; and the prince, willing 
to make use of the advantage of this their com­
plaisance, said to Alzayda, 'Alas! my dear prin­
cess, what real grief has your false death cau ed 
me! Tbe gods undoubtedly allowed of that com­
mand you gave me, to presen·e my life to revenge 
you; for had not my blind obedience to your orders 
restrained me, I should have long ago sacrificed it 
to my despair.' 'Prince,' replied Alzayda, with 
an air of pleasure in her countenance, 'you see by 
the punishment the cruel Asmonadus inflicted how 
dear you was to me, since I for my disdain of him 
was condemned to bewail your death all my days. 
But what favourable deity condu~ted you into this 
castle, and has preserved you from the wicked 
Amerdin and your rival?' ' 1\Iy rival,' replied the 
prince, 'bath with his life paid for the injuries he 
has done us; and the other perfidious magician, 
unal>le to defend himself again t me, fled on his 
winged gfiffin.' He was goina to gi,·e her a full 
relation of his adventures, but Alzayda represent­
ing to him that the presence of so many illustrious 
persons would not permit them to hold a longer 
conversation, said, 'Let us leave this fatal place, 
and be assured that Alza da is the same as when 
you left her at Leon.' Afte1· this favourable as­
surance, the princess went to the other princesses, 
who were still praising the prince's generosity . 
Alzayda, mixing in their discourse, said, she mu;t 
own that they were all very much obliged to him, 
and would be much more, if he would lead them 
out of that frightful prison. Elmedorus replied, 
l1e would a soon as she pleased; but first de ired 
to know which of all those amiable persons was 
Amandina. The Princess of Ca~tile no ooner heard 
l1er name pronounced, but she advanced; and the 
prince told her, he desired only her pardon for the 
death of Am1andus, which it was not in his power 
t.o prevent. The princes blushed, l)Jld sighed at 



KNIGHTS-ERRANT. 255 

this melancholy news, when Elmedorus, to ease 

ber troubled soul, said, 'But since, madam, I have 

been so unhappy as to deprive you of ont deserv­

ing lover, to repair my fault, I will restore Zal­

mandor to you.' 'Ah I sir,' said Amandina, 'do 

not flatter me with false hopes, to comfort me fot· 

a certain misfortune.' 'You shall know in a Little 

time,' replied the prince, ' that I promise nothing 

but what I can perform.' In saying these words, 

he presented his hand to the adorable Alzayda, 

who was followed by the other ladies, led by all 

the knights then present. 

As they passed through the porch, the Princesi 

of Castile perceived the body of the unfortunate 

Prince of Arragon, which sight drew tears from 

her eyes; and Armand us's esquire, casting himself 

at Elrnedorus's feet, said, ' Give me leave, sir, to 

perform the last duties to my illustriOYs master, 

and to erect a tomb in the same place where he 

lost his life.' ' I conjure you, generous prince,' 

said the Princess of Castile, ' not to refuse the 

faithful Cleon the favour he asks of you.' 'Alas! 

madam; cried the esquire, 'it is some sort of re­

compense for my unhappy master, that you obtain 

a grave for him who employed the last moment of 

his life to show his lo ve : for, after he was cured 

of his wounds, he left his own dominions, and 

being informed that you was brought to this castle, 

came to find you out; where he was re ceived by 

the cruel Amerdin, who promised him, if he could 

defend this fatal place against the valiant Prince 

of Granada, to deliver you up to him, that he might 

carry you back to Castile. My prince accepted of 

the couditions, and this day put au end to his mi­

serable life.' ' Cleon,' said Amandina, ' the gods 

can witness how sensible I am of the misfortunes 

of your illustrious master; and that l would, if it 

lay in my power, restore him to life again at the 

price of my crown : but since that is impossible, 

let u., pay to his shade those offices which it e,'{• 



~56 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 
pects from us. Prepare a funeral pile, and let him 
have a tomb worthy of so perfect a knight.' Elme­
dorus desired Clean to undertake that work, and 
promised to supply him with all necessaries: and, 
after that, impatient to return to the lovely troop 
that waited for him, left the castle, followed by a 
numerous attendance. 

They wert no sooner got over the bridge of the 
moat which surrounded the castle, but the heavens 
appeared all on fire, followed by lightning and 
terrible claps of thunder; which made this illus­
trious company look back to theca tie, where they 
saw infinite number of demons, which, ha,·ing de­
stroyed that eli mal place, took their flight through 
the air; and with thi storm the enchantment ended . 
The prince ses, shudderin~ and trembling" ith fear, 
knew not what to think, tiil day appearing hril!;hter 
than before, calmed their feara, and presented to 
their view a mo t chanr.ing sight. 'lhat ca - tle, 
which was more hol'l'ible than the most eli mal re. 
presentation of htll, was changed into so magnifi­
cent a palace, that no eyes could bear the lustre 
of the jewel wherewith it was arlorned; an•! on 
the front might !Je read, in a cartridgt of one ingle 
carbuncle, these words: 

'This stately edifice was erectPcl to immortalize 
the memory of the valiant Elmedoru , the honour 
auc.l glory of knighthood, and the true pattern of 
faithful Jo,·s.' 

A beautiful la.:Jy stood at the gates, who, ap­
proaching Alzaytla, said, 'l\1atlam, the :\Iaguifiteut 
Fairy, to lt:ave to posterit)' the remembrance of 
the valour of your illu~trious lo\'er, hath raised 
this palace from the ruins of that which was de­
stroyed by his heroic coura~e. Honour it with 
your presence, and, in a temple tlecli<:atecl to tl1e 
Goddess of ConstanC)', consecrate that mys eriou 
ring ' 'hich has effected your liberty. You have uo 
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more occasion for its magical aid, since nolhing 

can disturb your happiness, and your days will roll 

away in love and pleasure. For you, prince,' said 

she to Elmedoruti, 'know that nothing can equal 

your glory; possessor of a large empire, and one 

of the most virtuous and beautiful princesses in 

the world, you will surpass the greatest ht>roes; 

and, to complete your wishes, there shall spring 

from your loins a son, who shall make himself 

known to the most distant poles.' Elmedorus and 

Alzayda were so surprised at the happiness that 

this learned fairy pronounced, that they could not 

rna ke any reply; when the Princesses Zalmayda 

and Zamea, and all the knights who accompanied 

them, having seen the end of the enchantment, 

came to testify their joy. The Prince of Granada 

taking Zalmandor by the hand, while the princesses 

were embracing Alzayda, and presenting him to 

the I.JE:autiful Amandina, said,' Yon see, madam, I 

perform my promises.' The princess, without re­

turning any answer, held out her hand to her lover, 

and received with an extraordinary satisfaction all 

the testimonies he gave her of his love. And after 

the first transports of all these admirable persons, 

the obliging fairy engaged them to go into this 

new palace, which was extremely beautiful. No­

thing else was hardly seen but gold, and silver, and 

jewels; and in th!i! midst of the court was erected 

a. trophy to the honour of the Prince of Granada. 

After they had admired this new edifice, the fairy 

led them into a temple of turquoise, where the 

goddess Constantia stood on an altar of the same 

stone, the basis of which was all massy gold. 

Alzayda taking the ring from the prince, laid it at 

the feet of the goddess; and, after having beseech­

ed her always to reign in the heart of Elmeclorus, 

was going away; when the fairy, taking her by the 

hand, said, 'Come, madam, let qs go and appea e 

the ghost of the Prince of Arragon I.Jy some tears 

Q.f the Princess of Cistile's, of which I am snre 
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Zalmandor will not be jealous. The Prince of Gra­
nada is willing that he sho uld have a tomb here; 
and the Magnificent Fairy, to show her acknow. 
l edgment to him, hath erected a monument near 
th is temple.' As the fairy said these words, she 
walked to a pyramid of black and white marb le, 
where all the actions that the unhappy Armandus 
had performed on the account of his Jove were re­
presented below in rel ievo; and on the top of the 
pyramid stood the figure of that prince, in the same 
armour ·where in he fought, which were so we ll 
painted, that no one could distinguish them at that 
d istance . On h is shield was represented the cruel 
goddess, the destroyer of all things, holding a heart, 
out of which issued flame , and this tlevice, 

' I n sp ite of Death.' 

Amandina could not behold so melancholy a 
. ight, but sighed, and let fall several tear ; and 
Zalmantlor himself bore her company in this her 
state of sorrow, till tbe fairy, whose sole aim was 
to afrord all these illu trion persons infinite plea­
sures, obliged them to leave that tomb, and go 
into most stately apartmeuls; wher she left a ll 
the e happy lo\·ers, to give them an opportunity of 
eJJtertaining their charming princE'sse . Salmacis 
a lone was uneasy; for the happiness he saw those 
princes enjoy made him impatient to taste the same 
pleasures; when the sound of trumpets and haut­
boys awakened him out of thi his melancholy. 
li e ran to the window, to ee who wa; coming: 
hut how great was his joy to see his charming 
fairy in a chariot, drawn by unicorns more white 
than the horses of the sun, and followed by all her 
nymphs in others! He went and threw himself at 
her feet before she alighted, and by transports, 
which nought but love could inspire, ex pres ed the 
most tender passion. he raised him up with all 

the bounty imaginable; and her eyes appeared so 
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languishing, that he thought he should have died 

away with pleasure. By this time the princes and 

princesses followed, who, overjoyed to see the 

queen, believed that nothing more could disturb 

their happiness. The Magnificent Fairy embraced 

a 11 these amiable heroines; and turning towards 

the P rince of Granada, said, ' It is just, generous 

Elmedorus, that I thank you for the care you have 

taken of Salmacis, and your restoring him faithful 

to me: but, to recompense you, I will complete 

your happiness in this palace, consecrated to yo ur 

victory. In a short time we shall hear from the 

]dug your father; and for the other princes whose 

consent is necessary to finish all these adventures, 

I have taken care to iuform them. In the mean 

time, taste the pleasure of knowing how well you 

are belond by your beautiful princess. For you, 

charming Fairy of Pleasures,' said she to her who 

appeared at the gates of the 11ew palace, ' neglect 

nothing to make ns pass away our days happily, 

while we wait for that of the celebration of so many 

illustrious weddings.' 

After these words, the queen gave her hand to 

the Prince of Granada, and. led him into a hall, 

where the walls were lined, in the manner of wain­

scot, wilh white agate veined with green and flame­

colour. All the furniture was of cloth of gold em­

broidered with Fearls, rubies, and. emeralds; and 

under a canopy, supp01ted by four Cupids of tur­

fJUOise, there lay a crown of hearts interwoven 

together. A throne, of the Shme agate as the walls, 

was erectE:d six steps from thence, and covered 

with a rich piece of tapl•stry, where the queen 

placed herself, with all the princesses seated on 

each band of her, on very fine cushions. Nothing 

was ever so charming as this sight, nor ever were 

there so many beauties assembled together in one 

place. Alzayda shone so bright and lovely, that, 

after the Magnificent Fairy, she bore away the bell, 

and none of the other ladies so much as disputed 
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it with her; though they had so little reason to 
complain of Nature's favours, that it was necessary 
every one should see Alzayda to belie\•e that there 
was something more perfect than themseh,es. A 
great part of the day was already spent in such 
great events, when the Iagnificent Fairy, fearing 
lest the prajges that were bestowed on the l'rincess 
of Leon might somewhat chagrin the other prio­
resses, told the Fairy of Ple<Lsures that they our:ht 
not to be any longer icrnorant of the adventure th::~t 
had changed their happy days to so long sorrow, 
and desired her to inform that illustrious com pan ·. 
The charming fairy obeyetl, and began in these 
words. 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE FAIRY OF PLEASURES AND 

THE CRUEL AMERD IN. 

' You know, madam,' said the fairy, addressing 

herself to the queen, 'that I am the daughter of a 

powerful fairy, who kept her court in an i sland 

hard by yo urs, which was called the Happy Isle. 

i\Iy motber, walking one e\'ening by the sea-side, 

saw Venus rise out of the water, followed by the 

God of Pleasures; who perceiving her, left the 

goddess to declare to her the love with which she 

h ad inspired him. 'l he fairy was not long insen­

sible to his passion ; and their union brought me 

forth. 1\Iy mother, charmed to see me re~emble 

the god my father so perfectly, endued me with 

all the gift that lay in her powH; and consulting 

h er books on my fate, found that I was threatened 

with a great misfortune if I should be loved by a 

prince that was a magician . 1o avoid this presage, 

she built a palace in this fatal place, furnished it 

with every thing that might delight me, appointed 

the most agreeable persons of both sexes for my 

companiono; and tl1e god my father. to show how 

dear 1 was to him, shut up with me the Pleasures, 

whic-h were young children of a heavenly beauty, 

who by their presence inspire the 111ost sorrowful 

with joy. He permitted them every day to go out 

of the palace, to show themselves to mortals; but 

eommanded them always to return at night to my 

d elicious prison, which makes mankind so much 

deprived of their amiable presence. 
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'The approach to thi s palace was very difficult 

·by reason of the many monsters that defended it, 

and a thick cloud which rendere<l it invi ible. T 

spent my days very happily in this charming re­

treat: e,·ery thing favoured my desires; for Love 

had taken care to provide a prince for me, about 

five years older than myself, who, by a tender and 

constant passion, made me di cover new pleasures 

in the most ordinary di,·ersions. His name was 

Constantius; and never did a lover better deserve 

that name. But of what use were all these prudent 

precautions against the cruel order of Fate ? 

'One day, as I was walking on a terrace before 

the palace, I perceived a man moontetl on a griffin 

that cut the air with his wings. This novelty 

made me shriek out; upou which he stopped, and 

a lighting gently on the ground, looked at me some 

time, and took his flight again through the air, and 

soon eli appeared . Frightened with this adventure, 

I returned to my apartment; and being again the 

next day in the gardens, the same stranger came 

and accosted me . I never in all my life beheld a 

man so disagreeable, and so capable of inspiring 

hatred and horror. Fair p1 in cess, said he, be not 

amazed to ste me again; for who can behold you 

but a moment, and not wish to live all his life near 

you. I willingly relinquish the power I ha,·e to 

make the earth tremble, lo persuade yon that no­

thing can equal my love. You cannot make a 

more glorio us conquest: I am as powerful as the 

gods themsel <:es, and the heaven and earth obey 

my voice. I replied, Sir, my ambition will never 

make me envy the happiness of pleasing you . I 

am con lent with reigniu<r in this palace, and in the 

heart of Prince Con:;t&nlius; and desire no more. 

Be~tow your heart on some [;iir lady who will 

know how to value it, and let me enjoy that peace 

and tranquill"ty which nothing but ) our presence 

can dbturb. After tht:se word , I would hase left 

!Jim, 1.0 go to m et Constantius, whom I percei\'ed 
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at the end of the alley; but l.Je, holding me by the 

gown, said, You cannot, princess, have a greater 

happiness than in answering my passion : I cannot 

bear that you should prefer a young Adonis before 

me. If you are wise, you will accept of the offer 

I make you of my heart, or be afraid lest I should 

punish you for having made me sensible of a ten­

derness so contrary to my nature. I have told you 

I can do what I please; therefore have a care lest 

you force me to hate as much as I now love. To­

morrow I ' ll come to learn your reso lution, which 

will detP.rmine both our fates. As he spoke these 

words be mounted his griffin again; and, after he 

was got out of sight, I went to Constantius, to tell 

him this new misfortune. We spent a ll that night 

in bewailing our hard fortune, and the next morn­

ing the cruel Amerdin appeared in my chamber. 

'¥ell, princess, said he, with a countenance where­

in rage and love were pai11ted, have you reflected 

on the honour I have offered you ? Are you dis­

posed to accept of an heart which never sighed for 

any but yourse lf? Sir, said I, we cannot di pose 

of our affect ions as we please. I must confess you 

are deserving of the grea.test princesses in the 

world, but love has not reserved that happy fate 

for me: I am entirely devoted to Prince Constan­

tiu s, whom I haye loved a lmost from my cradle. 

Do not, therefore, force in upon these sweet chains, 

since 1 knew you not when I received his vows : 

why then would you endeavour to break so pleas­

ing a lJond. I shal l have a care how 1 break that 

oond, replied the p€rfidious A merdin, since I in­

tend to make that your greatest torment. 'Tis 

done: my heart, so liLtlc used to tendern-ess, 

yields to its natural hatred. T remble, unbafpy 

princess, tremble fo r the sighs you have caused 

me, and which prepare the mo~t horrible misfor­

tunes for you, v.hich are much the greater, since 

they afl'ect not your life. At the same time he 

Struck this palace with a rod wl1icb be had in his 
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hand, and changed it into a frightful prison. Prince 
Constantius, who would have defended me, he put 
in a tower that had neither an entry nor oullet, 
and chased away the Pleasures: and my passion 
for the prince increasing every day, I spent my 
time in walking round that tower, to find an en­
trance. 

'From that time the wicked Amerdiu became an 
enemy to all happy lovers, strove to disturb their 
pleasures, and fdled the tower with all he could 
get iu his power, inventin~ new torments to in­
crease their tears, which were received in a basiu 
of black marble, and formed a brook, by which 
briny water he performed all hi~ enchantments. 

'One day, baving consulteJ his books, he fouml 
that a pnnce beJo,•eJ by Jleavtn would come and 
destroy his power. Enraged at this orJer of fate, 
he sought to invite into his ca~tle aU knights that 
were the mo t renowned for their \'alour. To this 
end he placed in forests and great roads Llemons in 
the shape of beautiful ladie ·,who asked their as­
sistadce against hirn. 'Twas by one of these phan­
tl)ms that Prince Almauzon w,L deCO) ed; aud, un­
uer the deceitful promist of h;l\'incr the beautiful 
Amaudina re~tored lo him, the unfortunate l'riuc:e 
of Arragon lost his life. .At Ia t, the Prince of 
Granada, madam, uuder your glorious au pices, 
came and broke our ~:haius, and restored me my 
Jcar prince ac· faithful as before our misfortune . 
. t\ t the same time 1 received your order to erect 
tnis new palace to the glory of otu· invincible pro­
tector. I made u e of all the power my mother 
ga ·e me; and now Prin ·e Constantius is gone to 
IJr iug back to this happy abode those Pleasure 
that the cruel magician had forced away: 

The fairy had no sooner madt: an nd of ht>r 
story thau' rriuce onstantius entcnd the room . 
with the e beautiful children, o n E'cessary to t il e 
lmppiue:;s of life. They rame aml prostrated them-
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selves at tl1e feet of the queen, and told her they 
would accompany her ever after. The l\1agnificent 
Fairy received their homage with an air of joy, 
which nothing but their presence could ereate: 
and the nigh t being very far advanced, after a 
light repast, which was nevertheless magnificent, 
the queen retired to her apartment, as did also our 
princesses, after they bad bid their lovers good 
night. 

All the days following were spent in gallant 
feasts ; and the ambassadors of Granada, Tunis, 
Fez, and 1\:Iauritania being arriYed, the Magnificent 
F airy, to unite all these heroic lovers in one ever­
lasting gand, made the Fairy of Pleasures coment 
to the happiness of .Prince Constantius, and order­
ed the Pleasures to prepare the feast. Salmacis 
would willingly have made one among these fortu­
nate lovers ; but th e queen told him that she was 
too much afraid that his natural inconstancy would 
not Jet him as yet relish matrimony, therefore she 
had a mind to continue him some years longer as 
a lover. But this hard law was attended with so 
many flattering promises of loving him for ever, 
that he thought himself too happy to expiate his 
ficklenes3 by pleasing hopes. 

That day so much desired by our princes, and 
perhaps by our prioresses too, bein.g arrived, Al­
zayda led by Elmedorus, the Fairy of P leas ures by 
Prince Constantius, Zalmayda by A linzor, A man­
dina by Zalmandor, and Zarnea by Almanzon, wen t 
in to the temple of the Goddess of Constancy, where 
the Magnificent £airy, brighter than Aurora, wait­
ed for them with. Salmacis. A charming concert 
of music began th e ceremony, and when lh:.tt was 
over, attended them back :1.gain to the palace, 
wl1ere a sumptuous feast was prepared for them. 
After dinner the Pleasures J:e pres~nted the de­
struction of the enchantmeJlt of the cruel Amerdin 
on a theatre erected in the hall. In the evenin<r 
lhere was a ball, where the queen would make th~ 

VOL. II. N 
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Princess of Leon preside; and, when that was 

done, she led these happy lovers to their apart­

ments, where they received a recompense worthy 

of all their sufferings. 
Salmacis was not in the least satisfied with this 

happy night, but waited with impatience for the 

morn, to reproach the Magnificent F~iry; but that 

lovely majesty that appeared always in her coun­

tenance prevented his complaints, and he was sa­

tisfied to show by his sighs that he deser\'ed a 

more perfect bliss. I-Iowe,·er, the fairy took care 

to comfort him by the mo t tender and pa sionate 

looks, and assured him that she ne,·er would be 

any other's but his . 
After these happy days, tl1e queen, willing to re­

turn to her own island, left, with her illustrious 

court, the Palace of Pleasures, and by night ar­

rived at the hamlet, where she spen t the evening 

very agreeably, and the next day arri..-ed at her 

own island . There she told Elmetlorus, and all 

the princesses, that the fairy De · idena, out of de-

pair at the Prince of Granada's happiness, had de­

stroyed her f:'nchanted palace, and was retired to a 

desert ntar to Granada, that he might 50mttimes 

see that prince, whom she could oot forget, though 

&he tried if the fountain of forgetfulness would 

''"ork the same effect on IH:r as on those sl•e obliged 

to dnnk of it. 
The 1\IagnificentFairy, after this new , and load­

ing the princt ancl princes ' 1:3 with ve~ent ' gave 

them con,·en•enl and magntlicenl equip!lges to car­

ry them to weir own dominions. AnJ it wus not 

without tears tltat this royal troop parted with 

that adorable queen, who prom bed to honour them 

always with her protection. ;\ll these heroe ~nd 

lH:roines parted some days' journey from the l\lag­

nificent lsi;,nd. 'l'he prince e embraced each 

other, and wore an e\·erlastiug friend hip; and 

the princ s promi tel to enter into au alliance 

ugain t all kings who should be tbeir nemie . 
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Elmedorus was the first who got into his own do­

minions; where the King and Queen of Granada, 

overjoyed to see a son agam who had cost them so 

many tears, almost tired him aud his charming 

spouse with their careo;o es. Elmedorus discovered 

new virtues in her every day, aud tasted a thou­

sand pleasures; and, in due time, heard that those 

prince~ who were the companions of his fortune 

were in peaceable posses~1on of their crowns and 

charming princes,es; that the Queen of Fez had 

crowned Almanzon and Zamea, the king being 

dead; that the Frince of ' umi.clia was resolved to 

stay in the Canaries, lest the inconst~ncy of his 

own country might ghe him an ill example; that 

Zalmandor, to be nearer Granada, was in Castile; 

and that the Fairy of Pleasures was in the Isle of 

Happiness . All thi~ joy was augmented by a son, 

which the beautiful Alzayda was delivered of a 

year after their marriage, and who proved to be a 

prince as famous for his great deeds as the rairy 

of Pleasures had foretold. 
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FLORIN A; 

OR, 

THE FAIR I TALIAN, &c. 

TN the first ages of the world there was a prince 
in Italy who was the delight of his subjects. They 
enjoyed under his government a perfect tranquil· 

lity; and his nei"hbours, kept in awe by his cou­
rage and conduct, durst not Jisturb that sweet rc­
po e. Th is prince traveli~J frequently through all 

the provinces of hi dominions to see that justice 
was equally distributed. The queen his pouse, 
who always bore him company, arri\'ing at a caslle 

on the borders of his kin!;dom, wa~ happ1ly deli,- r­

ed of a princess, who was called nor ina, and who, 
from the moment of her birth, ga,·e evident proofs 

that she would be a perfect beauty. They had 
scarcely begun to taste the plea ·ures of that child, 
when the king was informed that an ambitious 
prince, willing to take the advantage of hi ab­
sence, had made an irruption into hi· dominion , 

which obli~;ed him to go away with his court and 
all the troops that were with him. B fore his de­

parture he sent for a maE;ician to render the ca~tle 
inaccessible again t all surprises and insult for 

the preservation of the princess, who was to be left 

there. 
The mauician, obeying the king's commands, per­

formed the most olemn conjurations hi art could 
de,•ise; wrote charact rs, invoked the powers of the 
air, antl offered sacrifices to th~m; he also made a 

ircle with hi wau\J round the castle, putting it 

untl~:r the care and protection of ll e Genii, There 
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he buried pieces of m,etal and precious stones, 

whereon talismans were engraved; and after this 

ceremony, though the castle was open, it was im­

possible to go in or out without the consent of 

those persons whom the king intrusted with the 

government of it. It was situated in the pleasant­

t:st part of Italy, was built of marble and perphy­

ry, and was looked upon as a curious piece of an­

tiquity. The apartments and gardens were answer­

able, and were augmented very much by the art of 

the sorcerer. 
Florina was left in this castle under the care and 

conduct of a governante fit to educate and be an 

example to her, witll a great many other ladies to 

attend her, who, every one in particular, excelled 

in all the arts requisite to make her an accom­

plished princess. They found in Florina, as she 

grew up, a disposition that answered all their care: 

Florina gave them every day surprising tokens; 

nothing came up to the sprightliness of her wit and 

repartees. 
At seventeen years of age, the fame of her per­

fections being spread abroad, l\1auritiaua, one of 

the princesses of the fa.iries, had the curiosity to 

see wbether what was S<tid of her was true; which 

made her quit her court, disguise her elf, and go 

to the castle where Florina was hept; and who, as 

soon as she arrived there, obtained leave to go in 

and see the princess. lllauritiana was surprised at 

the sight of the princess, who appeared more charm­

ing than she was reported to be, and was forced to 

confess, that, though an old fairy, she never beheld 

any thing so delicate as that princess. 

Mauritiaua was not one of those fairies who pro­

tect virtue, but oue of those who are ambitious, re­

vengeful, and who do what they can to accomplish 

their wicked ends. By these means she was raised 

to the station of a princess and queen of the fai­

ries, an unlucky accident having befallen their true 

queen, feliciana. 'Ihe sight of Florina kindled in 
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the heart of l\iauritiana a great jealousy, whic!1 
made her form a design of carrying her away, ou 
purpose to destroy her: but knowing that it was 
in vain to attempt it while ohe remained within 
the boundaries of the ca>Lle, shl' endeavoured to 
gain the governaute, and to introduce herselr' vear 
the princess; pretending that It would IJe neces ary 
to karn her to work embroidery, such as sh!' 6Lowed 
her, which was exqUJ ~ilely fine. 

The wise govem«nte, not will in~ to ha,•e a person 
whom she knew not so nigh the prince;s, rf:'fu.ed 
1\[au.itiana, WilO waS forced tO retire, anu lind out 
other ways to succeed in her de~1gu. She be'ie\ed, 
that to excite the compa ~10n aud bouuty t!.e prin­
cess had naturally for unfortunate persons mieht 
produce the effect she proposed; and <>lie <ht y, as 
she wa, walking on a tHrace within ti:e enchanted 
castle, &he assumed tile ~hape of an old ' oman 
overwhelmed w1th sorrow. The prince,, .earing 
of her, sent one of her maid to know what "as 
the matter. The maid returned, and told her it 
wa3 an old womc~n 1, id ou the ground, "ho ap­
peared to be nry ill, and d~,ired ner « sistance . 
'Whereupon the princess ran to her; and .l'luriti­
noa, seeing her out of the circle, caught hold of 
her hand, and, drawin u a my>tenous circle round 
her, they were in an mstant Sllatched away in a 
dark cloud out of the maJd',; si::ht. Then :,\Jauriti­
ana put her into an ebuny chariot drawn by vul­
tures, wbich flew in tue ai r ·w1th sueh swiftness 
that they soon g;ained ber palace. 

At her arri ·al all the fa11te· came and paid their 
re pect to her. She alignted from her chariot 

ith Florina, who c:reateJ in the heail& f those 
fairies different sentiments. fbe good on s thought 
her ,·ery amiable, and pitied her; an<.l those 'I ha. 
1·ere of ::llauritiana's party <;ould not look on her 

without an~r, which made them hope impatiently 
for au opportunity to torment her. lllauritiana or. 
dered the prince~s to be co.nducted iuto one of tl,e 
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apartments of her palace, till she considered what 

she should do, and bow she should use her: but 

lucky was it for her that the charge was given to 

one of the good fairies, who took her by the hand 

and led her into a magnificent apartment, the fur­

niture of which was of an inestimable value. 

The fairy having placed her on a ~ettt:>e, sat 

herself down by her, and did all she could to re­

cover her out of the surprise she was in. 'Alas!' 

said the princess, with a great sigh, ' why am I 

forced from the happy abode where I lived with 

satisfactiou? What crime have I committed, to bb 

thus hurried away to a place, which, all agreeable 

as it appears, still makes me apprehellSive of ill 

usage?' 'The queen's jealousy,' said the fa.iry, 'is 

the cause of it: she designs you au ill turn, if the 

good fairies who are here prevent her not, and hin­

der her from carrying her passion and resentment 

as far as she would. ·we know you, and shall not 

suffer a person guilty of no crime to be ill used: 

as for me, who speak to you, I am sensible of your 

good deeds, and slwuld be guilty of the greatest in,. 

gratitude, should I not assist you all that lies iu 

my power.' 
' How have 1,' said the princess, ' had the oppor­

tunity of obliging you?' 'You shall he:u,' said 

the fairy, ' by informing you who we are, and 

whence we derive our origin. The stars that you 

see in the firmament have e\·ery one a Genius that 

governs them; these Genii are alL powerful spirits, 

and the influences which proceed ftom the stars are 

executed by their orders. They have under their 

command a great many spirits, who bestow their 

influence on proper 5ubjects, over which they are 

appointed. We are these spirits, and these influ­

ences are uistributecl under our conduct: we bave 

no bodies, but only such as renuer us visible, an.d 

which are of so pure a nature, that they ought ra­

ther to be taken for spirits than bodies: we d<lUght 
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more in the human shape than any other, as being 
the most perfect. 

'Our power is great; we dispose of the elements, 
and all therein: and the complete knowledge we 
have makes us do things which men take for pro­
digies, because they arc ignorant of the true cause; 
and ho,v, from our understanding the secrets of na­
ture, we are properly disposed to do good or ill as 
we please. 

'"\Ve are not always benevolent: we partake of 
the influences of the st?.rs from whence we come, 
which are either good or evil ; the good being 
gi,,en to reward virtue, and the ill to punish vice. 

'We are not always present here; for when any 
of us leave the earth, after the time prescribed us , 
we return into lhat star from whence we came; 
which hath made some philosophers say that we 
are dead, which is not true; for we die not till the 
last dis. ol uti on of the universe. 

' AU the e advantage~ are balanced; for e,·ery 
day we take a different shape, as a wolf, a serpent, 
a mouse, or any other animal which fate ordains; 
and if, under this form, we recei,•e any mortal 
wound, we actually die, without returning to our 
star. One da ·, when I was a weasel, one of your 
servants would have killed me, but you hindered 
the st1 ol<e; and I then concealed roy elf, recollect­
ing that I was a fairy.' ayina thi , she embraced 
the princess, who wa glad he had done au action 
from which she could never have thought of receiv­
ing so much satisfaction. 

1 he fairy took a golden wand that she had under 
her garment, with which she struck the floor where 
they were, and there appeared a magnificent table, 
set out with the finest fruit , which she presented 
to Florin a . ' They are excellent,' said she; ' and 
you ba,•e occasion for them, not having had any 
refreshment since you left your own palace.' The 
prince5s could not refuse, but ate, and shared of 
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her extraordinary bounty . Afterwards the fairy 
struck her wand upon the floor again, and the ta­
ble vanished. 'We must dissemble our friendship 
before others,' said the fairy, 'as much a& we can, 
that we may be t:1e better able to serve you.' 
Then she made a present to the princess of a bottle 

of immortal water of life. ' Keep this,' said she, 
' it will be very useful to you; this water has the 
property to change the nature· of poisons, and 
make those salutary which were deadly: the bottle 
will always remain full. This is the first assist­
ance which l can gi,•e you ; as o"ccasion offers, I 
will furnish you with fresh supplies, to show you 
my gratitude.' 

1\Iauritiana called a council of fairies, and said 
thus: 'This person wl10rn you saw alight from my 
car is a priucess, whose reputation is so great that 
mortals think her a goddess; the fame of whom · 
reaching my ears, raised my curiosity to that 
hei""ht, that I went to see her; and she appeared 
to have a noble prebence, unlike the common peo­
ple of the world: therefore l resolved to know if 
those accomplishments which belonged to none 
but fairies could stand the proofs of fairies; and 
therefore I judged it proper to bring her away, 
and make such trials of her as may discover the 
truth.' 

The fairies who were of the same disposition and 
party with 1\Jauritiana approved of her opinion, 
and proposed the most difficult trials as s light 
matters easily to be done; but one of the fajries, 
who )Jad always been one of the chief counsellors 
of Feliciana, the true queen, told them, that Flo­
rina appeared throughout all her actions to be very 
111odest, and that she had no inclination but for 
her good; and that the charitable ac.tion she had 
llone, which was the eau e of her being in the 
queeo's power, might let tlH:m know s ufficien tly 
the motions of Iter 5oul, aDLl therefore that the; 

. lightest proofs were enough to impose upon her. 
N 2 
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Mauritiana having observed that her reasoning 
appeared judicious to the compan.)!, was afraid 

that another argument, urged with the same force, 
would oppose her designs, and sai d, that, to avoid 

the tediou sness of long debatts, it would be nece.­
sary to tell her her fate; and hence every one 
might judge what she thought proper for her to 

do. This advice was received, and the poor Flo­

rina. was condemned to spin a web that would se­
parate day and night. This order wa given to 

one of the worst of the fairies to acquaint her with 
it, and deliver her mate1·ials for Lhe work . 

This fa iry was glad to be charged with this com­

mission : she went to Florina, and forgot not th~ 
least circumstance of her ord~r. The poor !•rin­

cess C'ould not have supported herself but through 
the sweet hopes she conceived that the fairy who 
Jo,·ed her would not for akt: her. he heard re­

spectfully what the fairy said, and received what 

was brought her, which was a reel of ebon ·,a spin­

ole of iYory, and cobweus, which might sen-e her 

to spin the thread and make tlle web. ' 1 doubt 
nol,' said the fairy, 'but you are so ingl'nious as 

to know well enou!!h how to put the lhread upon 

the reel, and lo beat the cobwebs, so that the filth 
which they ha,-e ontractl'd may fly Ollt. Here's a 
lit le switch for you: we hope you 'll think your­
felf happy in tb beauty of your work, and do 

ju tice to it.' This said, she conducted her into a 
place appointed for her to work in. lt was a clo­
stt, where the floor and ce1ling were of black mar­

l,le, and the furniture of ebony, with a little white 

dama k bed to repose on: in short, this place was 
110thing but a little duugeon, which had no light 

<:mne in, but only so much as to make it more 

dismal. 
'JlJc fairy left the princess alone in this apart­

m ent, ad '' ising her to be diligent to please them, 
or ebe she would be eli graced; and lhat ~he 

-r: uld mak use of her int~rest with the queen to 
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serve her. Florina, after having surveyed the 

place, took up the wtb ; and, from the first strokt". 

she laid upon it with her wand, there came forth 

such a number of large spiders, which stunk so 

abominably, as that they h ad like to ha ve destroy­

ed her. This wand which was given her was of the 

service-tree, which has a quality to re call a latent 

poison that has been clead. The princess sighed, 

and, without giving way to her sorrow, struggled 

every way to free herself: she recollecttd that the 

bottle of immortal water which her frifind had 

given her would expel the poison, and poured it on 

the cobwebs, when in an instant the spiders vanish­

ed, and the web became a& white as snow. She 

took it, and wound it on her reel, which she had 

rubbed with a little of the said water. She spuu 

it afterwards, and covered her spindle with a 

thread as fine as the ex pertest fairy could make. 

The fairy who had in council spoken in favour of 

Florina, melancholy with what she had heard pro­

nounced against her, went out concerned into one 

o f the walks of the garden. Prince Probus, Mauri­

tian a's son, meeting with her, said, • T beseech, 

sage fairy, you would let me know the reason of 

your sadness; if I can help you, depend upon my 

friend , hip.' The fa iry thought herself obliged to 

answer ingenuously to so generous a prince : she 

told him it was his mother, who had done an act 

of injustice. Policy would have engaged her to 

make a my&tery of this, and dissemble her thoughts; 

but, as she knew him to be thoroughly virtuous, 

she would not hide from him the secret, that his 

mother had stole away, and kept prisoner in her 

court, a young princess, whose merit was so great, 

that she gained the respect and veneration of all 

mankind. She told him, that the queen imagined 

that she had no other than a pretended virtue, and 

that she attempted that which belonged to none 

but fairies; and that, boldiug a counril, she had 
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gained SC' extraordinary and particular an order, 
that, under the pretence of justice and discovery 
of truth, this poor princess was condemned to 
spin a web tbat sho uld divide the day from the 
night. 

'There is no time to be lost,' replied Probus ; 
' this poor princes3 must perish, if we don't pre­
sently relieve her. 1'11 go and salute the queen, 
·who waits for me, and reluru in a moment: see 
that every thing be done to give her what assi t­
ance she wants with all secrecy.' The fairy who 
had conducted Florina to this dungeon of a work­
house to perform what she had enjoined her, re­
turned in hopes to find her dead, or at least ex­
piring; but was much surpri~ed to see that the 
princess, who was laid down to repose herself on 
the bed, had finished her work with the utmost 
perfection. 

This first design, which Florina had so happily 
escaped, afflicted lhe fairy, for fear lest she should 
!>tand other triab imposed upon 1 er; and this 
grief, or re,entment, touched her so, that she could 
nol sreak to norina otherwise than thus : • I'll go 
and acquaint the quEJen that the work is done.' 
This fairy ran to her, and related what sbe bad 
seen . 'l he queen continued some time silent. • They 
l1a\·e 'iYen her,' said ~he, • their nece ·sary advice 
and assistance; it will be useless for me to inform 
myself; bring her to me.' This order was instant­
ly obe) eel; lhl:' princess brought her work, which 
sl e presented to the queen: she recei\·ed it with a 
seeming satidaction, commende her, and desired 
her to continue her diligence, which would be the 
only way to gain a share in her friendship. 

The queen held a new council, and found out the 
means that .Flonua should u:o and find out the im­
perial rose without prickl;s. One of the fairies 
was deputed to carry t!le princess to the entrance 
;nto the road tha: led to the m u 1tain whtrc tbi 
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flower was to be found, and to give her of the seed 

to sow another, with what other things were neces­

sary during her journey. 

The fairy conducted Florina to the entrance of 

the road : ' 'Tis here, fair princess,' said she. ' that 

I must leave you, and beg that Heaven would 

guide you happily to the place where you are to 

go . I have brought several persons hither; but 

some, by their imprudence, have perished, because 

they would not take the advice of a fa1ry which 

you will find in the way; but some , who have 

obeyed, have accomplished the task imposed on 

them: do, then, what is directed yo u, and 1 shalt 

have the pleasure of seeing you triumphant with 

the flower you go to find.' And then embracing, 

they parted. A few paces from thence the princess 

foand a road very broad, straight, and open to the 

sight: this way was in the middle of a great wood 

of palms, oranges, and citrons; the earth was ena­

melled with all sorts of beautiful sweet flowers, 

and wonderfully divided by an infinite number of 

small streams and canals, which, by their different 

windings and turnings, formed meadows, and whose 

murmuring sounds charmed the ear; while the 

birds, Ul concerts, inspired every thing we can 

think of that is tender and agreeable. 

Florina followed the road without disturbance, 

and arrived insensibl:Y at the end. Here she found 

a grand portico, magnificently built, which joined 

to a palace not less stately, where was one walk 

higher than lhe rest, on which was a lodge, in 

which Rationtina, who was the fairy that was to 

advise her, delighted. In approaching the portico, 

the princess saw the fairy, who came to receive 

her: she was full of caresses, to which Florina 

mnde suitable returns. Rationtilla conducted her 

into the palace, and made her sit down on a rich 

bed. This fairy never cwne out but to receive per­

sons \VIJ..O passed by the portico, to give them grave 

advice what they were to do. Sl1e asked Floriua 
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the occasion of her journey, who told her that the 
fairy-council had sent her to find the imperial rose 
without prickle~ . 'You will succetd,' said the 
fairy, 'if you will do as I bid you : many have 
searched before you; those who have believed me 
have found it, and others have miserably peri hed 
for not regarding mt. A little distance hence yo1.1 
will meet with persons who will appear very agree­
able to you, and press you close to engage you to 
stay with them; they will attempt to persuade you 
that they can gi\'e yo1.1 all the pleasures of life: 
take care not to believe them, for they mtend no­
thing but your destruction; the short time yo1.1 
are with them you will discover falsehood and 
lying. 

'You will find others that will come to persuade 
you the same thing, and yet are more dangerous 
than the fir t: avoid them preoently. After them 
you will meet with others, whose wits are more 
delicate, insinuating, and persuash·e, who have 
arts to surpri e tho>e they see as soon as they 
listen to them. :i\Iy princess, a!; soon as you come 
among them, think that you art in a thiu conta­
gious air; keep your elf close and re erved from 
their fatal attempts, and be assured that you ha,•e 
no need of any thing but the imperial rose in this 
journey. Take nothing of the inhabitants that 
they oll'er you; fur 'tis to ruin you. If you are 
obedient, you will arrive happily at the foot of the 
mountain where the flower is, and not fat! to find 
it. I will give you my ou for a guide; though he 
looks like a child, he knows the road, and will 
prevent you from going wrong.' 

'But, madam,' replied thP princess,' is it so diffi­
cult to find this flower? and must one take such 
great circum pection to succeed?' ' There is no 
nr:ed,' said the fairy, 'of so much care as you 
think ; there only wants an integrity of mind and 
a firm re olution: I believe you don't want that, 
which make:; me tbiuk you will succeed.' 'I fore-
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:~ee,' said the princess, 'there are few persons who 

have undertaken so dangerous a project. ' ' Un­

deceive yourself, my princess,' replied the fairy; 

'this adventure is to be undertaken by all the 

world ; and I have seen silly shepherds succeed 

better than kings and queens.' Saying this, she 

carried Florina into a hall, which bad the prospect 

of a very beautiful garden, where she had provided 

an entertainment that wanted nothing you could 

wish for. The princess ate; and, when she had 

done, the fairy brought her son to wait on her, as 

Florina's gentleman-usher; and, after making her 

compliments, the princess left her to pursue her 

journey . 
.l\Iauritiana all this time was disconsolate that 

Florina had effectually escaped their revenge in 

the first trial, and was afraid she would still escape 

by the same perfection. Her friends, on the other 

side, were as much tormented as she; but while 

they endeavoured to hide their melancholy from 

the rest, the prince and the counsellor fairy met 

together in a grove of the garden, to divert them­

:;plves, and find out who it was that served Flo­

rina. During their conversation, the fairy who 

was Florina·s good friend arrived, and informed 

them that it was she that relieved her, and after 

what manner. The prince and the other fairy con­

gratulated her with an inconceivable joy. • I se.e 

plainly,' said the prince,' that this person is one of 

great merit, since she knew so well how to make 

use of the water you so seasonably gave her, and 

·which was so valuable to her. lienee we may sup­

pose tl1at the beauties of her mind excel those of 

the body.' 
'You need not doubt it,' said Florina's fairy 

friend; ' I knew her in her own palace, from 

whence she was brought hither, and at ways found 

iu her that brilliant wit and shining virtue, which, 

joined to the obligations I received, obliges me to 

l1eglect uothing to serve her that l am able to do.' 



280 TALES OF TIIE FAIRIES. 

'And I,' said the prince, 'will second you: she is 
gone to find the imperial rose: I'll go and serve 
her, to the end that she may return with that 
flower; for I am persuaded that it was never ga­
thered by any body that de3erved better.' 

Florina, after leaving Rationtina, entered into a 
delicate wood, which had a great many tracks half 
beaten, and crossing one another, which made it 
very intricate to find a direct passage. The little 
guide, seeing her concerned, smiled; and runnin~ 
before, soon convinced her that he knew his road. 
The priuctss w~s surprised to see a child so certain 
in so difficult a passage: 'I have a great curiosity,' 
said she, 'to know how you come to be so well aC­
quainted wiLh the wa)'.' 'I have,' saiJ he, 'con­
ducted hither se,·eral persons, so that it is impos­
sible fo1· those that follow me to lose their way.' 
' But how is it) said .florina, ' tbat you should do 
this, bemg so young?' 

'I am not so young as you imagine,' replied the 
conductor: 'I alll a old a the fir t man; and my 
youth wtl! last as loug as any coulit ue upon the 
e<d·th. I cannot grow old, as being tile son of !{a­
tiontina, wh1ch sbnifies rea,on, which is the daue:h­
ter of heaven, who always gincs me a blooming 
youth.' 'But, dear guide; sai<l Florina, 'is your 
mother of the race of the fairie~ ?' ' , he is a. 
much a fairy a the rest,' repl:ed h , 'but of an 
origm much nobler and more elevated than those 
you baYe 5een: those are only ci1ildren of the stars, 
whose power exte1' l~ o.-er material anu ensible 
things; but my moth~r, on tile contrary, is ::t. <.laugh­
ter ot heaven, anu her power is over oul : by her 
wise ad nee ~he influence~ the will of mortab; 
whence it is she is calleJ Itariontina, or the prin. 
cess of rea>on. Chose who are affected by her lllO· 

tion · ne,·e1· mi ·carry, or fail to be happy.' 
' .Dut,' said l'lorina, 'since your mother is sent 

from h aven to be a Ju·ector to us, how com~s it 
that she always resides in that palac~? There are 
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l,ut few people that can find her out; otherwise 

they might improve themselves from her advice, if 

they had the same advantage that I have had.' 

'That palace which you have seen,' said the little 

guide, ' is so well situated, that they may come 

thither from all parts of the world; and that' high 

tower, where my mother generally resides, is so 

contrived, that she can from thence distinctly dis­

cover all the other parts of the earth; and when 

she sees any one hath need of her, she goes to them, 

or sends me to help them: but her inclination is 

much greater for those who come to her the way 

that you have taken .' 

' How comes it,' answered Florina, ' that those 

who come to her do not all do it by the same way?' 

'No,' said the little guide, 'few people come this 

way; and those who do, stay so long, that they 

hardly ever get bac·k again.' 'J am not surprised 

at that,' said the princess. ' for 'tis hard for a 

young creature to pass through so agreeable a 

place of living hastily.' 'You have uot yet stopped 

on the road,' saiu the little conductor; 'and all 

that which is so engaging in the place, has not hin­

dered you a moment from the execution of your 

orders.' 
'I know not,' said the princess, 'how that can 

be done.' ''Twas that,' ~aid the little guide,' that 

made me say to ruy mother, that you would gain 

the prize of the imperial rose; for the end of the 

way is so full of delights, representing the plea­

sures of infancy, where those whose souls are well 

descended love not to stay long, being ambitious of 

coming early to my mother's palace, who always 

receives them with extreme tenderness; and these 

are such persons as she commits to my care aud 

conduct.' 
In talking thus they came out of the wood, and 

entered into a plain, where they perceived at a dis­

tance some dwelling-houses. Across the plain there 

was a valley, at the bottom of which ran a river by 
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a wood's side ; the pleasing sight of which, re­
doubling itself in the reflection of the water, made 
an agreeable landscape. There they met with se­
veral young persons laid upon the grass, under the 
shade of the grove; who, as soon as they saw the 
princes , ro e up and saluted her. One among the 
rest, civilly addressing herself to her, said, 'Give 
me leave, madam, to ask you where you are going; 
and by what chance you arrived in thi place; 
and, since you are here, whether we shall be so 
happy as to be any ways serviceable to you? The 
sentiments of respect and friendship which you iu­
spire us with, madam, are uncommon: we are rea­
dily persuaded iu seeing you, that if you are not a 
goddess, yon are at least a great princess.· ' I am 
going,' answered Florina, 'to find the imperial rose 
without prickles.' 'The desig-n is worthy of you, 
madam: we are not then deceived in the jutlgmenl 
we formed of you. 1 believe you are too obligin<> 
to refuse us your company to a place of refre h­
menl, and to stay a few days with us.' 1 I cannot 
do it,' said the princess; 1 my design will not allow 
me to stay any where: the fairies have sent me, and 
they w1ll be readily obey d.' ' That will not set 
you at variance with them,' replied the same pH­
son that spoke first to her: ' they are sensible t!Jat 
you must takE: some days of rest, the better to en­
able you to bear the fati~ues of the journey. You 
cannot meet with a pleasanter place on the road 
than ours, or any persons more zealous to serve 
you. We are impatient to have you share with us 
the . pltasures we t:njoy : do us the honour then, 
madam, and not the mortification to refu.e us, who 
are enti.Tely in your intere t. We are just at the 
palace-door, and cannot suffer you to go by without 
some refreshment.' All the other ladie with her 
joined in their enlreatie , and surrounded her, so 
that Florina yielded to their importunitie~ and ca­
resse . 

At a little distance they wer~ met by Ocio ina, 
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or Idleness, the princess of the place, who was 

walking out with the retinue of her court. She 

graciously received Florina, aml conducted her 

into her palace, whe1e she made her sit down in an 

€l)Jow-chair by her. Ociosina lolled herself upon a, 

sort of couch, or sofa, in a corner of the room. 

The wainscot and ceiling were of very fine glass, 

and the floor of cedar. The sofa was covered 

with a si lvH brocade, and stulh•d with down. The 

eurtains which formed the canopy were of cloth of 

gold, decked within and without with rubies, dia­

H10nds, emeralds, an:l other precious stones . All 

the other apartments of the palace were not Jess 

magn!ticent, particularly a great number of down­

beds, easy chairs, coucbe , settees, tables, toilets, 

and glasses. All the persons of the court being 

seated anout the pnncess according to their rank, 

Ociosina turned herself towards Florina, and asked 

her what tbe occ«siou of her jouroey was. Fl6rina 

answered, that it v. as to fmd the imperial rose. 

' I am very much surprised,' said lhe princess, 

'that being so young, you should undertake so dif­

ficult a task. 'Tis euough,' continued she, 'for one 

of full age and strength to engage in. l nstead of 

going farther, and attempting such a thing to no 

purpose, stay some time here, aud you will be 

made sensible that it is out of your power. I have 

ladies in my court who have made the same trials 

you are goi11g about, but have been obliged through 

necessity to stop their journey, and tu.ke the ad vice 

l'!e offer you.' 
One lady of the circle rising from her seat here­

upon, and addressing herself Lo Florina, said, 'Ma. 

dam, I am one of those persons whom the princesf! 

hath spoken of: I went to the palace of Rationtina, 

to try tbe same ad\'enture which sou do; but w~ 

no sooner well in the road, than I found a ]l).Ssitudtl 

and in;upporta!Jle oppression upon me . I was 

foi'Ced to sit down, and fouud mys!!lf under great 

l,measiues,s for what I lHHI un46Jt&.l\en, t.ilL Ration-
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tina's son came to me. This child is called Phl­
laphtica, that is, Love. llis pre.:;euee dissipated 
my trouble, and bt conducted me to the prince~s 
you ste here, who hath bestoll'ed a tbousand fa­
vours upon me, and who hath every thing that is 
pleasing and agreeable· about her court.' 

As the lady had done speaking, the little Phi­
laphtica, whom she mentioned, came in; but per­
ceiving Florina's guide there, he retired. During 
this time, the princess Ociosina fell asleep; an d 
Florina found herself so dejected, that she had not 
strength to ask her little leader, if he that appeared 
there was his brother. All the ladies, _eeing their 
princess asleep, betook them:.elves to what they 
liked best; some to the toilet, other,; to lie dowu 
to rest; some in ann-chairs, others again on 
couches; whih: several entered into discouroe on 
dress, &c.: others there were who retired to cards, 
which they managed with a surpnsing dexterity. 
Florina, who was yet seated by the queen, and who 
knew nothing of these kind of dtver ions, !tdmirell 
how the motion of the cards should make such fre­
quent changes, and wanted to know why in that 
time there appeared in the womtn' face , joy, love, 
anger, rage, and all other pa~sions, one succeeding 
another. 

Ociosina being \Vakeel, all the ladies attended 
her, ancl served up a collation of fruit:; in the finest 
order iu the worltl. The princess, without ri ing 
from her place, could conveniently reach to what­
ever was et upon the table. l"lorina remained 
u pon h r seat very attentive to examine whate\·er 
passed, feeling in her mind terrible agitation , in 
reflecting on the advice that hauontina had )!;iven 
her, on what he had seen , and what she had 
heard. In this confu ion they helped her to what­
ever was choice uvon the table, and without think­
ing on what sbe did, she wa aoin!T to ta te; when 
!Jer little conductor spread his wings, which were 
11u hi ~boulders, and which Florina had not yet 
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:seen, which obscured Floriua's eyes with a black mist 

that surround~d them. And soon after, this exha­

lation di sipating, Florina knew that all she had 

seen was nothing but ~rtifice; and that the fruits 

were either empty or filled with poison: upon 

which she immediately rose, and followed her guide, 

who conv~yed her from so pernicious a plate. 

After they had got out of the limits of the pa­

lace, they entered an avenue planted with double 

rows of elms, ashes, and limes, wl11ch formed agree­

able vistos. Florina thought presently thdt it was 

the way they ought to go; !.Jut her little guide 

stopped her, and let her know, that we shou ld not 

always go the first road which seems most agreeable 

to us; for th(: wass which please us most are not 

usu ally the happiest. '1 heu the princess went into 

a path, or by-way, covered with briers and thorns, 

where it was very difficult to pass: upon which 

she could not help saying to her conductor, 'Why 

have you forced me to leave a road which appeared 

plain, to take one that is so rou gh and impassable?' 

'That which you have taken,' re plied the guide, 

'leads directly to the Palace of !'Ieasure, which is 

what my mother told you would be so pernicious, 

and where you ould I.Je more exposed than you 

have been in that of Laziness, which we have 

quitted.' 'How I am obliged to sou, my dear con­

ductor!' said Florina; 'I am very sens ible of your 

kindness . But pray tell me, is there uo other road 

more easy to pursue our journey in:' ' This ii 

the shortest way,' replied the guide: 'the road is 

not ditl1cult but at the entrance. The others you 

would take, are ir:tdeed more commodious to ap­

pearance, but \'ery easy to lose one's way in; and 

you will meet with abundance of misfo rtunes Lhere 

_you cannot well avoiu.' 

In a little time after they arriveu in a plain, 

where the land, no ways uagrateful lo the tiller's 

care, maue it a most delightful place. This plain 

"'Yas sowed with corn, and the hills which sur-
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ro unded it were covered with vines and fruit-trees. 
I n the adm iration of so fine a place Florina lost all 
tho ughts of her fatig ue, but expressed to her de<ll' 
guide the joy she felt in being brought into so 
charming a country. She took the opportunity of 
ask ing him, if the little Philaphtica, .!:hat she saw 
in Ociosina's palace, was his brother, and why he 
retired w ith so much haste. 

'He is not my brother,' answered he: ' I am an 
only son, and my mother never had any other 
child but me. She named me Aga onphisa, which 
signifies good sense; and him that you have een 
is an impostor, who, to snrprise mortal W•th the 
more ease, and abuse their simplicity, <~.ys that h<> 
is my brother, and sometimes passes for me. 'Tis 
by this means that he leads tl10~e who belie,·e in 
him to their ruin . He came with uo other design 
than to surprise you ; but when he saw that l at­
tended you, he went another way.' 

'I don't wonder,' said rlorina, 'that he re ired 
so suddenly; nobody loves to be found i11 thf:: com­
pany of those whom they would pass for.' In 
speaking this they saw a cottage co,•ered over with 
vines, which formed an arbour of muscadine and 
olLer exquisite grapes; where one might see or­
chards of a Yast extent planted with all so1 t · of 
hortulan fruits, and numerous espaliers of 1-eacbes, 
aprirot;;, anrl nettarines, of a prodig10us size. On 
the other side, t•le eye sun·eyetl a lar~e kitchcn­
garden,'full of wholeso111e plants and root , neces­
sary for the u e of life. The person that cnltivatetl 
this place was called .Ergonides, which sJrrnities 
indu try; whom they found with a spade in his 
hand, soliciting nature to bestow on lum that 
plenty they saw before hit11. 

As soon as he perceivetl the traveller , he went 
11p to them, and after saluting Plorina, he gave 
Agatonphisa a thou~and care~ e , which the other 
returned . Then he conducted them into the shade, 
1.lnder one of the arbours, where he entenained 
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them with a country collation of the best fruits he 

had. The p1incess durst not touch them; but when 

she saw her little leader take of them, she ate, and 

found them of an excellent flavour. The collation 

ended, Ergonides let them see his menagerie. Flo­

rina was charmed with the propriety and fine order 

in which every thing was disposed, and to see that 
this man was indebted for all these things to his 

great diligence and industry. After expressions of 
their friendship and gratitude, they left Ergonides, 

and contmned on their journey. 
Upon the road, Florina, discoursing with Aga­

tonphisa, said, ' !here's a man,' speaking of Ergo­

nides, 'who appears all content, and lives a perfect 
easy life!' ' Ire labours, and that is so great a 

pleasure to him,' replied the guide, 'that he would 
not change his condition with the greatest king on 

earth . He is a friend of my mother's, and always 

comes to consult us when he has any affairs to 
transact. He is a son of the sky, as she is a daugh­
ter; and 'tis he that shows men that labour is ne­
cessary to prolong their days on earth, and the 

most certain resource to fly to against the indis­
pensable necesstties of life.' 

Durina this conversation the princess heard a 

retoumello of soft flutes, whtch sensibly pleased 

her ear: 'How agreeable is this music! said she ; 

' I find myself seized with pleasure, anti in a kind 

of transport that will not Jet me go ruuch farther. 
Hearken, I beseech you, my dear conductor; let 

us see what it is, and whence it comes.' ' Take 
care of yourself,' answered he; ' there is nothing 

more dangerous than for you to stay here: that 
whiah gives you so much pleasure you ,,.ill find 

presently frightful, if you understood the cause.' 

He had no sooner done speaking than a vast num­

ber of people of both sexes appeared, who played 
the fool together after an extra agaut manner. 

The women were half naked, without shame or con­

fusion; and the men, debaurhed with liquors, had 
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less modesty or di cretion. The princess trembled 

with fear and horror at such a disorderly s i,.,.ltt, 

and they seeming to approach nearer, she tole off, 

and fled with a surprismg sw iftnes . I'Jorina being 

got at some distance out of sight, stopped a while 

to breathe; and turnin g towards her guide, said, 

with a trembling on her speech,' Tht:oe people have 

frightened me so, 1 am not yet recovered.' ')"ou 

have done prudently,' said Agatonphi:;a,: ''twas 

only flight whereby you could ba 1'e escaped the 

fatal pobon of these detestable enchanters; and if 

you should stay to rest here a l1ttle, you would fall 

into their snare, and ruu the hazard of !Jeing un. 

done like them.' 
Florina being recovered out of her roufusion, 

and comforted IJy her faithful guide, pur ued the 

road, and found l>er,elf ad,·anced in a plain whic 

bordered upou a mountain that seemed a ,.a,t di • 

tance off. The way that led to Jt was very direct, 

without tbe appearance of ri ·ers, brooks, wood,, 

groves, or any other place con\'enient for repo e . 

Florina ask eel Agatonphi a what that mountain 11 as 

they aw there. '1hat i the end of your joun y,' 

said he, 'and the place where the rose grows that 

you are in earch after.' The prince,s leaped for 

joy at thi~ au wer; and believing he hould by 

the evenin~ come to qather the imperial rose, re­

doubled her steps and dili~euce: but the more ~he 

advanced, the fdrther off the mouutain seemed to 

be, so that it made her melancholy, impatient, and 

weary; and the sun shiuin!!: directly on her head, 

quite confounded her, so that bhe re~oh e<i to take 

anothtr road, which seemed more agreeable, on 

the left hand. and would lead her to the ~ame place 

as that wherein she was. Agatonphisa not being 

coo&ulted, let her aloue; and l' lorina continued to 

pursue thi new way, w!Jere she found ome sh<tde 

which she could not lHl\ e expected: but the no-

venue s of the ground i.!sen ibly made an interpo­

sition betwixt them and the mountain, so tlHll they 
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lost sight of it. Nevertheless she continued to 
march on, more through humour than reflection, 
and at last came to a town. The houses were plain 
built, but very handsome within. At the entrance 
into this place, the princess found the men of modest 
behaviour, who conversed together after a civil and 
reserved manner, and who saw them pass by with 
a great deal of indifference. She met others more 
shy, who showed no manner of curiosity or <'oncern 
for her, and continuing the road, she came into a 
public place, where a woman addressed her with a 
sweet affable air, and let her know that she was 
sensible of the uneasiness she was under, and that 
she might confide so far in her, to let her under­
stand what disturbed her, assuring her she would 
use her as if she was her own sister, fer that she 
had a natural inclination to serve her. She li ke­
wise insinuated to her, that the place where they 
were was not so proper for persons of their sex to 
hold a conversation in, therefore she begged of her 
to go in and rest herself, for lhat then they might 
ha·ve the liberty of saying what they pleased . Flo­
rina believed her, and went in, when in a moment 
the neighbouring ladies came to visit her, where 
they found the fair stntnger; and observing her di­
ligently, were struck with admiration, and asked 
her civilly from whence she came. 'I come,' said 
Florina, • from the palace of Rationtina.' The l a­
dies pitied her, and said, that she might well be 
tired; and presently after let her know, they should 
be glad to be informed what she had met with on 
the road. Florina related what had happened with 
the Princess Ociosina, and what she had seen at 
:Ergonides's cottage, and the frig)1t she was put 
into by the mad company she saw in the way. 
' Do me the favour,' said one of the ladies, ' to tell 
me where you design to go now.' '1 am going,' 
answered the princess, 'to find the imperial rose 
without prickles.' 'You may find it,' said the lady, 
' on our lands: and since you are engaged in so 

VOL. ll. 0 
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noble a design, we shall think ourselves obliged to 

give you assistance, in order to succeed.' Which 

they all repeated very obligingly. During this 

conversation, there entered a man of a modest 

l ook, being very civil and well bred. Upon which, 

all the ladies rose up with great respect, to offer 

him their seats; and then a servant vt:ry officiously 

brought in an elbow-chair, which was set in the 

best part of the room, where he seated himself: 

and being informed of the subject of their discourse, 

one of the ladies told him, that the stranger which 

he saw there came from Ration tina's palace to find 

the impenal robe; and being come into their town 

without knowing any body, they had tendered her 

their berv ice; and that since her arrival there, she 

had related her adventures upon the road. 

This man, turnmg towards Florin a, expressed his 

pleasure upon her design ; and after wishing her 

much joy on her buccess, he told her, that Heaven 

bad been favourable to her, since sl.e fell into the 

hands of so select a company, who had thtl Yery 

same designs with ber;elf in porsuing that most ex­

cellent inquiry; and that she could not fail, under 

their conduct, to gain the prize : and that for his 

part, he would assist them with all the light pos i­

ble to clear up the diflic:ulties, and to make them 

surmount all the obstacles they should m~et with; 

and after that, went away. These words made not 

a little impression on the princess: she depended 

on thest promises so much, that she flattered her­

self to be already posses~td of the flower. This 

agreeable illusion had continued, if the advice 

which Rationtina ga\'e her had not alarmed her, by 

D' dking her always sensible of her inconstancy, and 

of that credulity which would be her ruin. She 

was likewise alarmed to see her dear Agatonphisa 

all this time mute, and in a kind of leth argy, from 

which she could not wake him. This was a damp 

to her joy, and the intended measures of that pro­

tector or guide. 
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After the man was gone, one of the ladies told 

Florina, that the person who just now left them 
was their conductor in the inquiry they were mak­
ing, as well as she, after that incomparable flower. 
'He is a man,' said she, 'madam, of great probity 
and profound knowledge, and particularly in this 
di>covery: he hath the goodues3 to instruct us, 
and to communicate to us such lights~s we are ca­
pable of receiving aud making an improvement of. 
Then assure yourself, madam, that this flower is 
the symbol of virtue, which makes all those happy 
who possess it. Several fancy, that to enjoy this 
treasure, they should strip themselves and mortify 
their passions; but they deceive themse lves. It is 
proper, indeed, to calm and temper them, so that 
they shall net be discovered; but it is no way ne­
cessary that we should be deprived of what nature 
has given us.' 

In that moment of time the little Philaphtica ap­
peared to Florina, and did what he could to intro­
duce himself. Agatonphisa gave him a scornful 
glance; upon whic!J, Philaphtica appeared no more. 
The lady who had detained Florina said, ' 'Tis 
some time that we have been here; let us go and 
refresh ourselves, and then continue to give such 
instructions to this fair lady as are necessary.' 
They all rose to go into the next room: but Aga­
tonph isa seeing that Florina. was going to be lost 
with the rest, spread his wings, and taking two or 
three turns before Florina, by au impetuous motion 
he scattered a contagious air al'Ound her, which 
aided her escape. Philaphtica was ~o frightened, 
that he fled, aud left the princess alone. Agaton­
phisa took her hy the hand, and conducted her to 
a mountain at a distance, where he told her the 
danger she had been in, and what secret com­
munications that place had with the palace of 
Pleasure. 

Florina was very melancholy upon the reflection 
of what h ad like to have happeued to lu;r, and 
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knew not how to return the vast obligations she 

had to her dear Agatonphisa, from off whom she 

never cast her eyes till she came to the foot of the 

mountain, which was bordered with cedars and 

palms of a great height. The rock appeared so 

steep, that F lorina believed it inaccessible, and that 

she should ne,·er be able to mount it. She took 

se\'eral turns to discover which way she might get 

up; but finding none, she fell into the last despair. 

Prince Probus, son of }lauritiana, would not suffer 

her to lie long in this cruel uneasiness, but pre­

sented himself before her. That prince being 

known to her, by having seen him at the fairy's 

palace, where he was looked upon by every body 

as a man of great merit, was so far from giving her 

the least disturbance, that he gave her a secret 

pleasure. 
'How come5 it, my princess,' said Probus, 'you 

do not ascend to the top of that mountain to gather 

the imperial rose, which is to be tbe reward of 

your journey?' 'Jt is a long time, my prince,' re­

plied Florina, 'that 1 have sought how to do it, 

but in vain; and the thing appears impossible.' 

The prince miled at her answer, and said, 'Prin­

cess, follow me.' At that instant he came to a 

very large high tree, which joined to the foot of 

the mountain, and bid Florina observe that that 

tree had knots and branches, hy the means of which 

they might ascend. lie actually mounted, and the 

princess followed him. They climbed so well from 

bough to bough, and from knot to knot, that they 

got up half the way, till the rock was so formed, 

that they could easily gain the top of the moun­

tain. Florina could scarce contain herself for joy, 

to find herself upon the plain where the flower 

grew that was to crown her with a triumph. This 

plea ure enlivened her with every thing that was 

gay: she expressed her gratitnd~; to Probus for the 

fa"ours he had done her. 'I could not delay doing 

you this little piece of service,' said the prince: 



FLORIN A. 293 
• my inclination for you engaged me to it; and the 
fairy, your good friend, hath sufficiently solicited 
me.' 'How am I indebted to that charming fairy,' 
cried Florina, 'after all that she has done for me, 
to send so great a prince to me, who being sen­
sible of my grief, came himself to deliver me from 
my despair, and conduct me to the greatest happi· 
ness.' 

'Princess,' said Probus, 'see there the road that 
leads you to tlH:: palace of Perseverance, who will 
show you the flower. You will meet with me in 
your return, to convey you speedily to my mother's 
court.' The princess pursued the road, and arrived 
at the palace, where she found the lady, who re­
ceived her very agreeably, and conducted her to the 
flowery field, where this precious pledge was. It 
is bard to conceive the sentiments of pleasure an<i 
jo!i· that seized the princess at the sight of this 
treasure. The fear she was in, lest her eyes should 
deceive her, made her greedily snatch at this in­
comparable flower; and the earth being stripped, 
appeared changed, opening itself, which served as 
a mouth to say to }' !orina, that she ought to be 
comforted. The princess, seeing in a moment the 
place so well prepared to receive the seed, recol­
lected, that grain that she had about her should be 
sowed in the same place fwm whence she had ga· 
thered the flower; and had the pleasure to see 
nature produce again another like that which she 
had gathered. 

Florina having got the imperial rose, thought of 
nothing now but returning, aud Lberefore took the 
same road by which she came. The prince, who 
waited for her, seeing her take this way, stopped 
her, and said, 'Princess, this road is too tedious, 
and you should never return with that flower the 
same way that you went to gather it; we must takt~ 
a shorter course.' And giving her his hand, he 
conducted her by a most agreeable way till she in· 
$ensibly arrived at the palace of the fairies. 
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Fame presently published through the fairy court 
that Florina was returned with the precious trea­
sure. The ~ood fairies could not contain them­
selves for joy; and l\Iauritiana found herself at 
last obliged to confess publidy, that Florina de­
served a reward worthy of her labour. f'Jorina, in 
her return, wa~ altogether under the conduct of 
the prince; and when they were come near the 
palace, Probus said to her, 'I must lta,·e you, my 
prin<'ess. for fear of being seen. You are in a di­
rect road, and cannot go astray again.' 

The princess continued her way, lifting up her 
eye~ to heaven, to, gi\'e th anks for the favours she 
had received; and }Jaurittana hat! assembled her 
council, who waited to receive F!orina with grt:at 
magnificence. When she came to the gatfs of the 
palace, ~rauritiana, attentled with all her court, 
weu t to recei,·e her, pre,enting her with a chari$Jt, 
on which they obliged her to mount. The chariot 
was of golt! richly wrour;ht, aud drawn by four 
fine white horses harnessed ''ariously. The first 
harness was co,·ered '~ith sapphires; the second 
with several preciou~ stones, as agates, onyx, topaz, 
and rubies; the third was with diamont!s; and 
the fourth with ametl.ysts of an ine timable value. 
Four fairies led the horses with silk and golden 
reins. 

The princess, in this equipage, entertd the pa­
lace with the acc-lamations of all the fairies; and 
at the foot of the /Zreat tair-case, l\Iauritiaua gave 
her her hand to ali"ht from her chariot, and con­
ducted her into the hall, where a cousiderable en­
tertainmtnt wa pro,•ided, which was carried off 
v;;th all marks of joy for her happy return. After­
wards, she was led into one of the finest apart­
ments of the palace, to repose herself. The next 
day, Tlorina was conducted with the same pomp 
and magniftcenct to the temple of \7 irtue, which 
was not far from the palace, to return thanks to 
Heaven for the favours she had received during 
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her journey. There she deposited the flower she 

brought, and received from Mauriliana's hand a 

crown consecrated to Virtue. -

Florina being returned to the palace, and retiring 

into the apartment prepared for her, the two fairies 

her good friends, and Probus, went to congratulate 

her in particular, and express the joy they felt 

upon her advancement. 'It is not to me,' said the 

princess, ' that these praises which you attribute 

are due: 'tis to the powerful assistance you have 

given me, and particularly to that generous prince. 

All my pains had been fruitless, and I had re­

mained at the foot of the mountain, deprived for 

ever of the opportunity of gathering that flower, 

and the happiness of seeing you again.' 'Could J 

refuse,' said the prince, 'my poor assistance, to a 

princess whom Heaven will protect for ever? The 

law of nature inspires and ordains that we shD'nld 

relieve those who want our help.' 'There are few 

persons,' said the princess, ' who have such valu­

able sentiments : but after all, I am not less in­

debted to you for that excess of goodness you have 

shown to me.' The conversation continued some 

time upon the gratitude Florina acknowledged due 

to them for their care of her, and prayed them to 

continue the same to her. 'Our duty obliges us,' 

said the counsellor fairy; 'and we are sent upon 

earth for no other end but to defend those who are 

unjustly persecuted.' And after a long discourse, 

they left Florina alone to rest herself after so much 

fatigue. The good fairy at parting said, 'Fear no­

thing farther, my dear princess; live at ease: no­

body shall hurt you.' 'But,' said Florina, 'I am 

not yet in my own palace.' 'Time brings all things 

to pass,' replied the fairy; ' and we will manage 

your affairs so well, that you shall have reason to 

be satisfied.' Florina thanked them for their care, 

and begged a continuation of their favours; which 

the fairy promised afresh: and after embracing 

her, rejoined the other two, who were gone before, 
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and waited for her. Prince Probus and the coun­
sellcr fairy seetng her arrive, proposed to walk 
together in the palace-gardens to discourse of all 
that had happened upon the subject of Florina. 
They could not help admiring her merit, and 
especially the prince, who carried it so far, that 
he gave occasion to the fairy, her goorl friend, to 
think that the prince loved her. She conceived a 
secret joy thereat, hoping thereby it would be more 
useful to the princess. And to be more assured of 
it, seeing the prince continued to praise her, she 
said, ' Prince, I fancy that in this commendation 
you have made of the princess, there is something 
more than admiration in it; and if I am not de­
ceiYed, there is a little inclination to love in the 
bottom.' The prince coloured: upon which the 
two fairies laughed, and the grave fairy said, that 
it was not so surprising a thing, since it was diffi­
cult to see much merit without having an esteem; 
and that esteem proceeding to love, was too pleas­
ing to be resisted: but on the other side, it would 
be a surprising thing, if his soul was limited or tied 
down to a single esteem. 'You then approve, sage 
fairy,' said the prince, ' the love l have for the 
princess.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'you need not 
doubt it.' Then the prince could not forbear as­
suring them, that he had all the love for that prin­
cess that his heart was capable of. ''Tis by these 
deeds I know, great Prince Probus,' said she, ' you 
have performed all those bright actions before: 
lJut to love persecuted virtue is an unparalleled 
action, and worthy of you.' ' But,' replied the 
prince, ' what signifies my love, since she that in­
Bpires my passion is ignorant of it; and I cannot 
consent that you tell her, for fear of displeasing 
her.' 'Fear nothing,' said the fairy, Florina's good 
friend, ' that is too plain and agreeable to be mis­
taken.' 'Fair fairy,' replied the prince, 'you flat­
ter my passion very agreeably : but tell me, I be­
.seech you, when that is done, have I not every 
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thing to dread, and the greatest obstacle to sur­

mount? Will my mother consent, when she finds 

it is for one against whom her malice will never 

have an end?' 'Heaven disposes of every thing as 

it pleases,' said the fairy adviser ; 'I hope your 

sentiments for the princess will be approved there­

by, and that you will be blessed with means to 

execute your designs. I foresee we shall, ere long, 

have some considerable e\•ents happen at court. 

The glory of Flor;na gives the queen most cruel 

torments. She dissembles them fairly, but will re­

sent it home at last, waiting only for an opportu­

nity to destroy her. I found her in one of the 

groves of the garden only with her confidant, and 

they appeared to me Yery thoughtful and perplexed; 

whence I judged they were contriving some grand 

design. In the mean time, prince, conceal your 

passion, and let Florina know nothing: only do 

her all the good offices you cau; for that is the 

way you are to arrive at the happiness that you 

desire.' 
The fairy counsellor was not at all deceived in 

her judgment, that Plorina's glory occasion~:d ter­

rible emotions or disturbances in lVIauritiana's soul. 

She retired every day with her confidant into the 

most retired places of the garden, to complain of 

her grief: 'You see,' said she, 'if I have not rea­

son to be afflicted; all the snares which I have 

laid to destroy this mortal,' so odious to me, have 

only served to increase her happiness, and add to 

my confusion and despair. I would persecutt1 her 

and destroy her, without discovering my revenge, 

and I am forced to prepare a triumph for her, and 

crown her with my own hand. Unhappy ambition! 

'why hast thou carried me so far, to make me un­

dergo such cruel punishment? let me forsake the 

place, where T am all-powerful, and fly from the 

advice, which opposes every thing that may flatter 

my passion, without having the liberty to com­

plain. l\Iy son disapproves my conduct, though I 
oz 
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have advanced him to the dignity of a prince. 
You see almost all my court condemn me, aud only 
pay me the appearance of respect, which is due to 
the glory that surrounds me. Let me restore to 
Feliciana the throne, from which I have Lauished 
her; it will be more glorious for me to procure her 
restoration. Let me live where I have established 
an empire, that will make every body tremble 
under the severity of my laws: imprudent as I am, 
my passion had blinded me, that I did not know 
when I saw this princess, that her virtue was solid, 
and that Heaven favoured her.' 

'But,' said the confidant, 'if this princess hath 
surmounted all the difficulties she met with, 'tis 
from the advice she received from Rationtina.' 
''Tis true,' replied the <JUeen: 'but Ration tina only 
gave the advice; it was by the decree of Ilea Yen 
she executed it. A vast number of people pass that 
way, '.Vhom she advises; but the number of those 
who follow it are so small, that this princess is 
almost the only person who hath made an ad,•an­
tage of it. Neither the charms of the palace of 
Ociosina, besides the other difficulties she met with, 
could detain her. he arrived at the foot of the 
mountain where the flower grew, and there, Hea­
ven, by an unforeseen and wonderful assistance, 
found out the means for her to ascend it.' 'That 
could not have been,' answered the confidant, 'had 
not one of the fairie s helped her to gain the height 
of that mountain. And if it was so, ha,•e not you 
the right to punish and revoke what you have done 
for Florina, as a conquest obtained contrary to the 
laws?' 

' -o,' said }Jauritiana; 'don't you know that we 
inhabit the earth to protect virtue ? Aud this prin­
cess has too much, which ets me so against her, 
because >he is not descended of the fairies, and may 
let mortals know that they may be virtuous with­
out us; and when I shall come to discover that 
any fairy hMh assisted her, I shall then be obliged 
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to commend and reward her.' 'I se~:,' said the 

confidant, 'that it is very difficult to oppress the 

virtuous, without appearing unjust.' ''Tis that 

which torments me,' interrupted the queen: ' I 

have been too hasty; Florina is at present shel­

tered by the trials she has gone through, and per­

llaps will rest there. I have but one way left to 

flatter my hopes, and that is to solicit and per­

suade her to undertake to go and find out the 

queen Feliciana in the wonderful labyrinth; and 

as she cannot foresee the dangers therein to !Je met 

with, she may perhaps generously engage in it.' 

'But,' said the confidant, 'if Florina return with 

the queen, you will !Je obliged to surrender the 

crown.' ' What signifies that,' replied Mauritiana, 

' after what has passed~ It is indifferent to me 

whether I stay here, or return into my islands : 

but how agreeable will it be to me to have Florina 

destroyed? I shall then be freed from a person I 

cannot bear. You know if they once enter into the 

labyrinth, they cannot come forth without the 

princess Feliciana. Do you take care, then, to 

summon the council, where I will uring Florina, 

in order to engage her to the execution of this de­

sign.' 
When the couneil was met, Mauritiana said, 

'Sisters, a few days ago we gave to the Princess 

Florina the prize which was due to her virtue; I 

believe she being above all difficulties that ill for­

tune could throw in her way, may also deliver Fe­

liciana. I should take the utmost pleasure to see 

her restored to the throne: I have desired it a long 

time, in order for me to return to my own, which 

I cannot do till ~he is here: if the Princess Florina 

pleases, she may do it all. Are you of my opinion, 

sisters, that we should ask her to come hither, and 

propose the thing to her? Join your request to 

mine, I beseech you, and we shall obtain this noble 

enterprise, that is to set at liberty a great unfortu-
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nate exiled princess, and who cannot be delivered 
but by some happy mortal.' 

' Vhen the queen had done speaking, the a5sembly 
remained a while without an auswer. 1\ll the fai­
r ies were perplexed lo penetrate what 'iews the 
queen could have in this prodigious change of 
l1ers: the fairies plainly saw her jealou>y against 
Florina was not yet extinguished, but they could 
not comprehend why i'Uauritiana shonld engage 
Florina afre h in an affair which would conduce 
to an end so much more unhappy than the others, 
and to run the hazard of losing a crown whith 
l1ad cost her so dear. 

When a fairy of ~1auritiana's party broke silence, 
and said, lhat if Florin a excused herself, she >hould 
judge it proper to compel her; that force was just, 
where fair means could not persuade, and particu­
larly upon this occasion. ' \\hat you advance,' 
said l\Iauritiana, 'is unjust; tile princess, like u,;, 
is at liberty to accept or refu5e ·what 1 propo e. 
If the fairies had been permitted to haYe under­
taken this design, tht queen's return had been ef­
fected long ago; but since a mortal only can ac­
complish it, where is there one better to be found 
than rlorina? and therefore it is to her we must 
make th1s request.' 

The sage fairy counsellor answered, it was true, 
that Florina had all the qualifications and disposi­
tions necessary to ucceed in so great a design; 
tut with all these rare qualities, she had cerlain 
dangers to undergo, where she would stand in need 
of extraordinary assislanc~: to support and rreser\'e 
l•er. The queen said, she would not oppose that, 
but giYe the princess leave to take what -helps she 
could procure from the fairies, who were left to 
thtir own inclinations as to that point. 

Hereupon two of the principal fairies were sent 
to compliment her in the name of the rest. Florina 
bein~ come, hlauritiana sent other fairies to her 
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to receive her; and all together conducted her to 

the queen, who seated her next herself on the 

same floor upon which her throne was placed. 

When Florina had taken her SE'at, Mauritiana spoke 

thus: 'The conduct which you have shown, in­

comparable priuc:ess, in the conquest of the impe­

rial rose, persuades us that you are capable of 

executing the greatest designs, and that there w~>re 

uo difficulties which could bound the course of 

those things you have undertaken. Here is ano­

ther considerable opportunity offers itself of sig­

nalising your heroic virtue. Our great queen Feli. 

dana hath been exiled some time in the wonderful 

labyrinth, from whence she cannot return but by a 

mortal like yourself. Fair princess, give liberty to 

this dear queen: enter into the labyrinth, and re­

store her to us: all the fairies with me beseech it 

of you, and entreat you with the strongest instances 

of affection. See here, my princess, a way of gain­

ing more glory than in the conquest you have al­

ready made: 'tis a double crown which Heaven 

offers you, and I fancy that your generous heart 

cannot refuse it.' 
Florina listened to the queen with great atten­

tion, and thus replied: 'Madam, the honour which 

you propose to me of finding out Feliciana the 

queen, and obliging all the fairies, would make me 

undertake any 'thing: but, madam, this deliverance 

is not reserved for a poor mortal like me. If I 

have gathered the imperial rose, that action was to 

be done by every body that would undertake it, 

and follow the advice of Ration tina. '1 is not the 

same thing here, in relation to the queen; that is a 

favour which cannot be granted but to a person 

whom Heaven has chosen for that purpose: so I 

beg of you, m«dam, to dispense with me.' 

Then the queen attempted to persuade her that 

the celestial powers had destined her to be the de­

liverer of that queen; and that she could not op­

pose their wills without drawing on herself the 



302 TALES OF THE FAI RIES. 
a nger of Heaven. Wh ile Mauritiana was making 
this pertinent reply, Floriua attentively watched all 
the fairies, one after another, to penetrate their 
sentiments, and to judge from them what she ought 
to do. She thought she saw in the eyes of the sage 
fairy adviser, that she was pleased to have her ac­
cept the thing; but for fear of being deceived, she 
asked time to answer, which was granted. 

The council rising, :Florina was carried back to 
her apartment by the fairies who solicited her to 
go to the queen. When Florina was returned to 
her chamber, Mauritiana locked herself up in her 
own, to think with pleasure on the new snare she 
had laid for her: she secretly flattered herself that 
Florina must perish by the multiplicity of dangers 
she would meet with in the labyrinth; her only 
fear was, that she would not accept of the com­
mission. 

Prince Probus being informed of the proposal 
which the queen his mother had made to Florina, 
went to find out the fairy counsellor, to ad,,i e be­
forehand with her, what way would be the best for 
Florina to execute the project with success. He 
found her alone on the bank of the canal in the 
garden, who was contriving as well as himself what 
powerful succours they could give her. As soon 
as the fairy saw the prince, she went up to him; 
'What is the occasion of your mirth, prince?' said 
she: ' Florina bas had a proposal to fetch back 
Queen Feliciana from the labyrinth: ·what good 
fortune will it be to you, upon this occasion, if you 
love the princess?' 

'If you doubt it , sage fairy,' answered the prince, 
<you do me injustice; for--- .' 'I shall be per­
suaded,' answered the fairy,' if you will serve Flo­
rina to the prejudice of the queen your mother.' 
'I should, perhap ·,' said the prince, 'abandon the 
princess, if there was justi e in my mother's re­
sentments; but as Florina is unjustly persecuted, 
though I had no passion for her, I would do all 1 
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dt,sign to do.' 'What I have to say to you, my 

prince,' replied the fairy, ' is what I always lie­

lieved of you, that you would join with me to en­

gage Fl9rina to accept of the proposal offered. I 

am persuaded it will be more for your advantage 

to deliver Feliciana; and that you will find by this, 

new means of forming the bands of an eternal 

friendship.' 
As Florina had not yet accepted the propositions 

made to her, they went :;,o her together, to know 

what her last sentiments were. Being entered into 

her chamber, they found tbe fairy her good friend 

with her, who had solicited her to restore Feli­

ci ana. That fairy seeing them enter in, said, 

' Come and persuade tbe princess: she doubts of 

the power she has, and seems undetermined to 

accept of the glory of going to deliver the exiled 

queen.' 
'Madam,' said the prince, 'I can scarce believe 

that you refuse to be the worthy deliverer of a 

queen so much desired.' 'How, prince!' replied 

Florina ; 'would you, who know my weakness, and 

the fatigues I underwent to gather the imperial 

rose, would you too engage me in a fresh design, 

which is still more difficult, and where undoubt­

edly I shall perish?' 'Is it possible, my princess,' 

said the fairy counsellor, 'that you can be so hard­

hearted to refuse Prince Probu3, who hath been so 

ze alous for your service, and who desires with us 

the deliverance of that queen ? Can your soul have 

the weakness to believe that so great a prince can 

abandon you, and leave you exposed to the many 

difficulties that will happen? If you believe that, 

my princess, undecE'ive yourself: his tender gene­

rous soul cannot suffer it, and his interest is too 

large to permit you to miscarry . As for us, my 

princess, we shall always be with you in our most 

close desires to see you return with Feliciana the 

queen.' 
Florina, finding herself at last forced, througb 
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this tender violence, to answer to the sentiments of 
the priuce and the two fairies, promised them that 
she would go in se~rch of the queen; which she did 
u pon the confidence she had in them, and returned 
with success. 

The time given to the princess for her answer 
being completed, the fairy council reassembled, 
where Florina was called, being conducted as be­
fore; and when she was placed, the queen said to 
her, 'Well, madam, shall we hope that you will go 
and bring back Queen Feliciana from her exile?' 
' 1\factam,' answered Floriua, ' though the design is 
infinitely above all that 1 have done, and the little 
experience I have tells me, I have nothing to hope 
for on this occasion but dreadful consequences, 
the strong inclin ation I have to oblige you pre­
vails with me: and if my endeavours become fruit­
less, it will always be to my glory, that I lost my 
life in so glorious an euterpri e. I ~o, madam, 
whenever you honour me wtth your command·.' 

This answer cau ed an univer,al joy in the as­
sembly, and all the fairies gave a thou and hearty 
wishes to Florina; so that there wa nothing 
passed that day but pleasure and diversions upon 
her acceptinrr of the proposal. When evtry thing 
that Florina was to carry was ready, the prince 
went to see her, and said, ' 1\Iy princes , as you 
are upon the point of going, here is a ring, which 
I give you to protect you. By means of this ring 
I shall know all the dangers you are in, and where 
you will want assistance; tl.erefore, a~ soon a you 
put that in your mouth, you will find me with you.' 
The prince s recei,·ed the pre,ent, which did uot a 
little increase her confidence . 

The proYisions given to I'Jorina for her journey 
being prepared, were easy of carriage; for the food 
was so nourishing, that she had occasion to take 
but little at a time lo upport her . .All Lhe fairies 
waited on Florina at her apartment, ami attended 
her-some distance from the palace, which they madt 
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echo with their loud acclamations of joy. The 

queen embraced Florina, wishing her a speedy re­

turn, and good success. Afterwards she set out 

with the two fairies who were to conduct her to 

the entrance of the road that led to the labyrinth, 

and the fairy counsellor, with her good frieud, fol­

lowed a little farther, to embrace her at parting. 

When the fairies who were to conduct her were 

arrived at a great wood, they said, 'Fair princess, 

it is here we must leave you : we pray Heaven to 

give you strength and resolution to enter the laby­

rinth whither you are going, and to restore our 

great queen. Follow this road, it will lead you to 

the labyrinth.' Then they saluted her, and re­

turned to the palac·e. 

Florina entered the wood, and pursued the route 

which was showed her. In this solitude, as she 

was reflecting in one view upon the dangers £he 

was to undergo, so far was she from beiug afflicted 

with the thoughts thereof, that she employed ller­

self on nothing but those of conques-t by means of 

the prince and the t;vo f:tiries. After having passed 

through the wood, she came to a plain whicl~ was 

interspersed with some small rocks, on which she 

saw some wandering flocks, who had but one per­

son to watch them. Continuing her pace, she per­

ceived in the hollow of a rock a little cottage 

covered with straw, bound in with some branches 

of the trees, which she had a desire to go to. By 

that time she had advanced a little, she saw a 

young shepherdess come out, clothed in a green 

stuff lined with white : she had a crook in her 

hand, and a straw hat upon her head to shade her 

from the sun beams. When they approached nearer, 

Florina was amazed to find in so much simplicity 

an air and manner the most obliging and most 

graceful in the world. ' May Heaven grant you 

your wishes, fair shepherdess,' said Florina, ' and 

bless you with all happiness.' ' I wish you the 

J>ame, fair princess,' said the shepherdess, ' aud 
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that Heaven would conduct you safely to the eud 
of your desires.' ' I am obliged to you, my shep­
herdess, for the good you wish me. But, alas!' 
continued she, ' without the favour of Heaven, I 
cannot accomplish what I have undertaken.' ' If 
your designs are just, and you have a strong faith 
and confidence,' said the shepherdess, ' you will 
not be disappointed; but, notwithstanding all the 
hazards and difficulties, arrive at the end of what 
you propose . But, my princess, you appear weary : 
come into my cottage, and rest you ; I can perhap 
tell you of something that will not be useless.' 
Florina accepted her offer. And when she wa 
entered, the shepherdess seated her; and after some 
civilities, said, 'The concern I have for you, my 
fair princess, makes me take the liberty to ask you 
the reasons that brought you into this solitude, 
which is almost unknown to mortals.' '.Most lovely 
shepherdess,' replied the princess, ' J am engaged 
by the Queen .:\lauritiana to come and find out the 
Queen Feliciana, to bring her back from exile.' ' I 
was satisfied that it wa your design,' said the 
shepherdess, 'as soon as I saw you. Ah, princess! 
what glory flnd happiness has Heaven prepared for 
you, if you can re~tore this great queen! Accord­
ing to the decree of the supreme beings, this de­
liverance is res~::rved for none but one happy mor­
tal, and that appears to be you. Do not be dis­
couraged, my princess, in all the dangers you shall 
unrlergo; for j'OU will surmount them. Pardon 
me, that the transports of joy you see in me, pro­
ceed from an excess of tenderness which I have 
for that dear tjueen you go in quest of.' Then 
Florina asked, whether the dangers to be met with 
in that labyrinth, were not too difficult to be over­
come. ' ' o, my princess,' said the shepherdess; 
'they become easy when the strength of resolution 
attacks them.' Then Florina asked why the Queen 
Fe! iciana was banished. 'That,' answered the shep­
herdess, 'is a long story to relate.' 
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• But to instruct you,' continued she, ' I must 

tell you, my princess, that when the Queen Feli­

ciana reigned, every thing was perfectly quiet upon 

our earth. My sisters and I were then her dearest 

favourites; and it was through our cart that mor­

tals received that sweet felicit_y. One of my sisters 

was called Innocence, the othtr Fidelity, and I am 

called Simplicity. Innocence was she that pre­

served mankind against covetous and disorderly 

destres, which robbed them of the sweetness and 

pleasures of a real security. Fidelity inspired them 

with friendship, credit, and inviolable trust one 

towards the other: and I relieved them when they 

fell into such weaknesses, as to believe they had 

need of a great many different things to make them 

happy. This order was so well fixed, that we 

needed only to appear before the people, where the 

queen sent us to suppress the one, and animate 

the other. The people expressed such respect and 

veneration for us, that they fancied they could not 

live wtthout us. That time, my princess, was yet 

happy, before this extraordinary adventure which 

I am going to tell you. 

'There was a handsome young fellow in our 

neighbourhood, called Suspicion: be was the son 

of Jealousy, but had not so much ill nature as she. 

Their complaisance and civility gave them an easy 

admission into the best families, and among tbe 

rest they came into ours. Pisonida, or Fidelity, 

pleased this young son of Zelopia, or Je?.lousy, 

called I!ypopsites, or Suspicion, so that he became 

so amorous, he had no longer power to dissemble 

his passion. Ile expressed himself in such a lively 

and respectful manner, that though my sister was 

no ways inclined to hearken to him, yet she enter­

tained a secret compassion for him; though at the 

same time she gave him severe answers to every 

thing he said, which perhaps was capable of shock­

ing the constancy of the most amorous aud most 

infatuated man in the world. However, he would 
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n ot be repulsed, bu t con t inued his addresses to my 
sister, in giving her fresh proofs every day of his 
constancy. This engaged Pisonida to give some 
attention . But after examinin~ the thing, she saw 
plainly that if she married Ilypopsites, she would 
n ot only bring herself into great misfortunes, but 
expose herse lf to all the violences of Zelopia his 
mother; which made her resolve to discard Hy· 
popsites . One day as he was makin~ his com­
plaints to my sister, she answered, that she would 
not marry him; that all he could do would be in 
vain; and therefore desired him to retire. IIypop· 
sites, who was Yery amorous, answered, that if 
what she said was serio us, he should die with de­
spair. As they talked after this usual way of 
l overs, Pisonida let him know, that he ought to 
be satisfied with what she said to him, for that 
they were her real sentiments. Hypopsites retired, 
and went away as usual. :My sister f10ding herself 
fatigued with his addresses, begged the queen to 
send her some distance off, where IIypopsites couhl 
not come to her. Feliciana sent my sister whither 
she desired to go; and the young man finding him­
self deprived of her sight, went to find out the 
queen, and to entreat her to be favourable to him . 
lie informed her of the purity of his flame, and 
the sincerity of his heart, with all he had done to 
engage my sister to answer his desires, and begged 
that the queen would force Pi onida to accept his 
heart, and make him happy. Feliciana answered, 
that all our actions ought to l.>e just, and without 
force; that Pi5onida might have as much natural 
a,·ersion to him, as he had ]o,·e for her; that he 
might easily know that loy her refusal; and that it 
would be inju tice in her to oblige her to accept of 
an heart that was not a" reeable to her. 

'As this young man was of a violent dispo ition, 
this answer drove him to de pair, and hearkening 
to nothing but his rage, he flew from the queen, 
and ran up to the top of a rock, from whence he 
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threw himself into the tempestuous sea of desires, 

where he extinguished his life and passion. The 

noise of his death being spread abroad, his mother, 

who was not Jess violent than himself, became out­

rageous, and could breathe nothing but the subtile 

poison of revenge. Zelopia went to Mauritiana to 

engage her in her interest, and to consult with her 

about proper means to destroy her enemies, and 

those of her son. 
'Mauritiana received this afflicted mother, and 

judged it proper to do all they could to oblige the 

people to carry their complaints to the supreme 

intelligences, and tell them that Felic:iana and Pi­

sonida had killed Hypopsitts their intimate friend, 

from whom they had received considerable ser­

vices; which succeeded completely : the covetous, 

the ambitious, and the revengeful, all signed the 

petition. The supreme intelligences received it; 

and to be assured of the truth, took Mauritiana 

into their council; which was so secretly transact­

ed, that Feliciana was not apprised of the pro­

ceeding. These iufonnations were conveyed to the 

supreme intelligences: ·and what care soever was 

taken to make the queen and my sister appear cri­

minal, the intelligences, who cannot be deceived, 

knew the innocence of the persons accused, and 

the characters of the accusers. 

'The intelligenc.es, provoked with the proceeding 

of the accusers, and being willing to punish them, 

agreed u-pon the method together to do it with an 

equitable severity; when one of them said, that 

the best way to punish these ungrateful wretches, 

who, after so many favours received from their 

queen aRd my sister, had the rashness to accuse 

·'them unjuotJy, was, in her opinion, to agree to 

what they asked, of sending the queen and my 

sister into the wonderful labyrinth, and giving 

Mauritiana to them for their governor. She added, 

that felicity was an inseparable companion to Fe­

liciana; and that where Feliciana was not, trouble, 



3 10 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 
inconstancy, and disorder should always reign, by 
which means they should become the authors of 
their own misfortunes. This was agreed to by all 
the intellig~;11ces. The queen and my si,ter were 
sent into the wonderful labyrinth, to remain there 
till a mortal was found who should force an en­
tra!lce, and surmount all difficultie~ to ddiver that 
queen; till when, Mauritiana should govern in her 
stead. 

'The queen and my sister obeyed this decree, 
and went to the labyrinth, where they are. Feliciana 
took my sister Achakia, or Innocence, along with 
her, and left me with the care of her interests here. 
I have chosen this retreat; a11d my greatest diver­
sion is in looking after these flocks you see.' 

When the shepherdess had done speaking, }1o­
rina said, ' What you have told me, so much in­
creases the desire I have of deliveriug Feliciana, 
that I cannot think of living without that satisfac­
tion; and it will be so great a pleasure to me, that 
I shall despise all dangers that may threaten my 
life.' 

The shepherdess's joy was inconceivable to see 
Florina in the;e sentiments. She presented the 
princess with a col lat10n of tbe best of e'·ery thing; 
and then Florina pursued her journey. 'imp liciana 
attended her some time; and in leaving her, ob­
served to her, that at a 1listauce thence there was 
a great tuft of trees, which en·ed as an ornament 
at the entrance i11to the labyrinth. The princess 
continued her march, and arriYeu at the labyrinth ; 
which had at its entrance two l arge cedars, which 
being interwoven, formed by their branches a kind 
of grand portico, where she enteretl, and continueu 
her route by a little path-way, which brought her 
into a large opening that dh·itletl it elf into a great 
many road . 

The princess remained some time in that place, 
without being able to guess which 'n1y he ought 
to take; and as she was in this perplexity, there 
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luckily appeared two women; one whereof was 

clothed in white so shining, that it blinded her; 

and the other was not less beautiful, being covered 

with a mantle of fine sky-coloured blue. These 

ladies carrying a majestic air, made her think they 

were of a distinguished rank . ' What seek you ?' 

said the ladies to Florina, coming up to her. 'The 

entire desire of delivering the Queen Feliciana is 

what has brought me hHe,' said Florina, 'and I 

am much perplexed : I would know if I have not 

mistaken my road, and which of these I ought to 

follow.' ' If you would find that good queen,' 

answered the ladies, ' take the road which is on 

your right hand; it will perhaps appear trouble­

some; but it is the surest. Recollect yourself, 

fair princess, lest you return back again; for in 

this place the ground changes continually, and the 

ways you think you ought to go in, are no other 

than what will lead you into frightful prec ipices.' 

Florin a desired to know to whom she was indebted 

for such good advice . ' I am called Pisonida, or 

Fide!Jty,' said she that spoke, ' and she there 

Achakia, or Innocence.' ' What pleasure is it to 

me,' said Florina, ' to meet with you, after having 

seen Simpliciana the shepherdess! What have 1 not 

to r.ope for ii:i my journey, since I have the happi­

ness to meet th~ two favourites of that good queen 

which l ftnl ;n search after? But to whom am I 

indebted for this fortunate meeting?' ' It is to our 

sist ' r Simpliciana,' replied they, 'who told us you 

were in the labyrinth , and engaged us to come 

and deliver you out of that perplexity you was in, 

about the choice of which road you ought to take. 

But as soon as we have informed you, we must go 

and tell the queen you are in search of her. Doubt 

not, fair princess,' continued they, ' but she will 

favour you: only persevere, and we shall have the 

happiness to see you again at her palace, when 

you have accompli~hed wltat you ought lo do .' 

.Pisonida and her sister being gone, Florina took 
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the road they came to show her. It was covered 
with slippery stones, which made her ready to fall 
every 5tep she took. The way was surrounded with 
nothing but barren grounJ, which only produced 
thistles and briers; and could uot be followed, but 
by going continu<>lly up bill or down hill. Flo­
rina ~orne time after find ing herself tired, and in 
present want of something to support her, was ob­
liged to sit down on a rock. But what surprise 
was she in, when she saw she had lost the provi­
sions which were given her! anti what sadness 
seized her, to see herself in a desert w ithout hav­
ing any tlung to eat, and without hopes to find 
any! 1ls she was mak ing these sad reflections, 
there came to her a woman clothed in rags, with 
a melancholy countenance, followed gently by an­
other who looked more lively and easy, but very 
negligent in her dress. ' Who are you ?' said Flo­
rina. ' lf inhabitants of this place, pray give me 
something to eat.' ' I am called Anachira, or Po­
v.erty,' said tlle first; ' I have nothing to give you: 
but here's roy daughter Philopoua, or Industry, she 
can assist you.' .Philopona had no sooner heard 
her mother speak, but she went to find some relief 
for the princess. She brou<>ht her some wilu fruits, 
which .Florina ate with the satne appetite as those 
presented to her by E rgonid es. \\'hen the prin::;ess 
had refre:;heu herself a little, she continued the 
road, and Philopona offered her company, which 
was a great assistance to her, by bringing Florina 
from time to time something to eat. 

Florina being auvanced i1 to the desert, asked 
Pltilopona if it was yet very far to the plaC"e where 
Feliciana was . She answered, that the way was 
sometimes shorter and sometimes longer, accord­
ing to the changes that happen~d in passing O\'er 
the land. Florina then made sensible reflections 
on Lhe cond ition she was in. The loss of h.er food 
was ·one of the strongest; and notwithstanding all 
the care of Philopona, she was not contented. 
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During that time there came a man to her called 
Grilison, or Discontent, who followed her, endea­
vouring to persuade her, by many forcible reasons, 
that she deserved all the trouble she met with. 
'Were uot you,' said he, 'happy enough in the fairy 
palace, after baYing escaped so many dangers in 
the conquest you gained, but you must rashly and 
inconsiderately embark yourself upon a new de­
sign? \Vhere are now your friends, on whom you 
depended, and the great assistance they would give 
:you? The prince and the rest are divel'ting them­
selves at court without thinking of you; and had 
it not been for Philopona, you had not got so far.' 
}'lorina was vexed to have this man continually 
teazing htr: she dismissed him several times, but 
he still returned. Philopona seeing that this fellow 
was insupportable to her, endeavoured all the ways 
he could to comfort her. The poor princess was 
almost disconsolate with his conversation, which 
gave her more trouble than all she had undergone 
in her journey. There came happily to her relief 
another man, with a spade in his hand, whom she 
knew to be Ergonides. Florina presently ran to 
him, to receive her. ' You come in the nick of 
time,' said she, ' for I have urgent occasion for 
your assistance. Give me my dear Agatonphisa 
again; and tell me, I beseech you, why he left me.' 
• He has not left you,' said Ergonides; 'it was he 
that sent me hither to serve you. But, my prin­
cess, what can you do with that man that I see fol­
lows you, who is fitter to drive you to despair IJy 
his talk, than comfort you?' ' What you say is 
true,' said the princess: 'he follows me against my 
will. lle is so insupportable, and wearies me so 
much, that 1 scarcely know where I am: I have 
discarded him, yet he follows me.' '1'11 discharge 
him from you,' said Ergonides; wJ,o took his 
spade, and strik ing him on the back, the man fled 
quicldy, and stayed cot to complain. Then Ergo­
nides dug up with his spade a large sq uare uf 

I' OL. 11. p 
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earth, whereon he sowed seeds which he carried 

about him, and from thence presented to the prin­

cess most delicious fruits. He then brought a fair 

11ymph, called Hypomona, or Patience, to bear her 

company, and afterwards took his leave. 

Although Ergonides came to the relief of Flo­

rina, Philopona did not leave her. She loved the 

rrincess so, that she continually found out new 

ways to ue useful to h~r. She assisted Florina all 

day to culti\•ate that little earth which Ergonicles 

had prepared for her, and which produced every 

thing she wanted. Hypomona so composed the 

princess's tt•mper, and diverted her, that she lived 

with the same pleasure as if she had been in the 

fairy court: she could not fancy ever to have been 

more easy and happy than she found herself in 

th at solitude. One thing that perplexed her was, 

that her abode or residence there would delay her 

arrival at Feliciana's palace to deliver that queen. 

She placed her confidence in I1 •pomona, who told 

her she might be easy in that matter; for the for­

warding of her journey did not con~ist in being 

always upon the march, but in making a good use 

of all the troubles and disappointments they met 

with; that Heaven caused frequent changes to 

arise, which brought us nearer to the palace of :Fe­

liciana; and that that was the true way of finding 

out that queen . Florina was so satisfied with what 

IIypomona told her, that she thought of nothing 

farther than of cultivating her garden, and the de­

lightful solitude wherein she was placed. \Vhile 

£he was exercised in the dressing of the garden, 

she walked around, sometimes alone, but most fre­

'luently with her two companions. OnE' da •, as 

they were mounted on a rock, from whence they 

discoverc(] a large country, Florina was charmed 

with the place, and particularly the bt?auty of the 

palace which was in sight of them; ther~fore ask­

ecl!Iypomona what that palace was which appeared 

o beautiful. She answered, that it was Fellciana's 



FLORINA. 315 
palace, and the place whither she was to go. 
'Well, my princess,' continued she, 'you see that 
you seem to be near, and not so far off as you 
thought of: but it is here that you ought to be 
armed with fresh constancy, and the strongest re­
solution. Don't flatter yourse lf, my princess; there 
is yet a great deal of trouble and pains to be taken 
before you arrive at that palace: but when you 
have conquered all difficulties, you shall enter into 
that abode, and rejoice with the utmost satisfac. 
tion to see .Feliciana in all the brightness of her 
glory.' 

Florina hearkened with great pleasure to all that 
Hypomona said to her, and found it as a healing 
balsam to refresh her wearied senses. During this 
time, all the princess's steps tended towards the 
rock, and all the time she went forward, she seemed 
still to approach nearer to the palace of Feliciana, 
or that it came nearer to her. 

One day, as she was contemplating on the end 
of her desires, she saw an agreeable young man, 
clothed in purple velvet, come towards her. Flo­
rina was surprised to see that young man in those 
solitary places. He said to her as he came nearer, 
' Madato, you are admiring the beauty of Feli­
ciana'. palace.' ''Tis true,' said Florina; 'and the 
<lesire of getting thither is what entir~:.ly employs 
my thoughts.' '1bat is a glorious dtsign, madam,' 
said the young man, 'and the way to arrive at true 
happiness. It is a long time since I proposed to go 
thither; but 'tis what I cannot do alone, till I find 
somebody that has Lhe same inclination with my­
self. I have met with several,' said he, 'who were 
very impatient to get thither, and who promise<l me 
the finest things in the world; but they were re­
pulsed at the first troubles we met with, and quit­
ted me. This is Lhe cause, madam, why I am not 
yet at the palace of Fe! iciana, aucl that I wander 
in these places, seeking always for somebody who 
hath the same design as I havt. If you will go 
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find out the queen Feliciana, and take me for yo ut 

companion, I promise you, let what will happen, 

not to forsake you.' 
F lorina, l.lelieving this young man who had spoken 

to he r to be Psiphismates, or Good-opportunity, 

t hought he might not be useless to her; bearing 

h im speak in such ad,·antageous terms, she testi ­

fied to him, that she embraced the offers he made of 

partaking the fatigues of the journey together, on 

condition that he would not leave her. ' It was 

not 1,' said Psiphismates, ' who failed those I ac­

companied, but it was those who left me.' And in 

saying that, he sat himself down by the princess 

upon the rock where she was, and entertained her 

with the methods how they might arrive at that 

happy palace . 
Some time after, there came to them a man of 

an odd, uneasy, violent countenance, whose eyes 

threatened revenge, as if he would sentence the 

mot innol'ent actions . In short, he no sooner saw 

the princess and Psipbismates, Lut he believed 

them to be guilty of some criminal intrigue, and 

·without informing him elf of the truth of the thing, 

or the subject of thPir conversation, he seized them 

as criminals. This man was called Zilop ide , or 

Fal e-zea l ; and as he conducted the princess and 

r- iphismates, they met in the road a woman of an 

ill phiz, who asked Zilopsides who tl,e prisoners 

were he harl seized, and what they had done. Zi­

l opsides answered, '1 know not; but I found them 

in the desert togetht>r, anti am persuaded they are 

guilty of some crimes, and therefore I carry them 

away.' ' 'Tis well done,' said the woman, who 

called herself 'ycophaula, or Calumny; ' carry 

lbem before A ~1oisa, or Ignorance, and she will 

punish them. I"ll meet you there, if you will ac­

cu e hr,m.' In aying thi , alumny met with two 

women, friends of hers, called Craft and Treachery, 

who, joining themselves, milde a strong league. 

Agnoisa was then in a large hal l, where she gaye 
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a.udienee to the pleaders, being seated on a rich 

tribunal, attended with Delay, Obstinacy, Preju, 

dice, and Envy, her counsellors. Calumny pre­

sented Florina and Psiphismates, saying, that they 

were criminals who had been in solitary places, 

and undressed, holding a secret correspondence to­

gether, in contempt of the laws of modesty and 

decency; that she thought herself obliged to bring 

them to justice; and that if the tribunal of Agnoisa 

did not make a public example of them, it would 

be a means to countenance vice, and be an intro­

duction to all mischief. Craft and Treachery were 

of the same opinion, and agreed with Calumny, 

saying, that the crimes with which she had accused 

each of them, merited without contradiction to be 

severely sentenced. Zilopsides also spoke in his 

turn, and said, that what Calumny, Craft, and 

Treachery had advanced was just and true. 

Agnoisa, after having heard the accusations, 

rose from her seat, and joined in the opinions al­

r-eady delivered: and as they were going to pass a 

rigorous sentence upon them, P siphismates, seeing 

that they were going to condemn both himself and 

Florina without being heard, raised his voice, and 

begged leave to make his defence; which was 

granted. Psiphismates said, as he was always 

wandering, he had met passing through the deserts 

of the wonderful labyrinth that lady .whom they 

accused along with him, who was alone upon one· 

of the mountains of that de sert: that his curiosity 

had carried him so far as to approach her, and ask 

the reason which brought her tbere, and what she 

regarded with so much attention ; to which she 

answered, that she had a strong inclina tion to see 

and deliver Feliciana; that s he admired her pa­

lace, which appeared of wonderful beauty; and 

that she had a desire to reach thither, but that it 

seemed impossible : that since it had been a long 

tinJ.e &ince he himself had attempted the same d&­

$ig't)1 he sat himself down by the lady, to consult. 
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and disco11rse with her on the method of attaining 
to that palace: that during the time they were iu 
this serious conversation, Zilopsides perceiving 
them, came up to them, and seizeu and brought 
them to this audience: that the lady and he were 
innocent of the crimes of which they were accused : 
that it was not sufficient for their enemies to say 
they were criminal, but they ought to prove it: 
and that their accusers not having done what they 
were obltged, the lady and himself demanded to 
be enlar~ed and sent away, as having been unjustly 
detained. 

Agnoisa conferring afresh with her counsellors, 
Envy and Obstinacy "ere of opinion, without re­
gard to the reasons given by Psiphismates, that 
}'lorina and he ongl.t to lJe condemned; but Delay 
and Prejudice were of the contrary side, and for 
having Agnotsa make an order that the parties 
accused should remain prisoners, and that judg­
ment should be defe[red till Calumny and the 
others should prove the crimes laid to their 
charge. 

They stripped rlorina and Psiphismates of wlnt 
was valuable abo ut them, took the rio~ which the 
prince had givtn to Florina, loadeu htr with 
chains, and led her into a long frightful subter­
ram•an dungeon, where they tied them both, one 
oppo ite to the other. llowever, this was some 
consolation to .Flonna, under her miofortune, that 
she could cotwerse with Psiphismates. Calumny 
finding herself obli!!ed to get ' vi tnesses to prove 
her accusation, asked Ztlopside;, if he could help 
her to any. ' 'o,' said he, 'I know nothing fur­
ther of the matter, than that 1 found them toge­
ther in the de~ert.' ' But,' said Calumny, ' you 
see that won't do.' And in that moment entered 
Exapeuta, or lraud, who came to tell them of a 
turn she had to do; and a he was proceeding 
to relate it, alumny an ·wered, ' \Ve have some­
thing else to do than to hearken to you. I have 



FLORIN A. S1~ 

accused two persons of crimes, and the tribtrual 

of Agnoisa will have it, that I should prO\'e 

what I have said: uow I foresee that it is impos­

sible for me to make it out, 11.nd I shall forfeit the. 
confidence they have of what I have already said.' 

' I know what that is,' said Exapenta: ' I can do 

you a piece of service; and I promise you I'll do 

all I can.' 
Calumny and False-zeal were charmecl. with the 

promises of Fraud; and as they knew her, they 

flattered themselves with satisfaction. Exapenta, 

with a sorrowful air of affliction, coming into the 

prison where Florina was, and approaching her, 

said, ' My princess, I never was sensible of more 

grief than I feel now, to see you in this deplorable 

condition. 1 know you are innocent of the crimes 

laid to your charge, and that it is nothing but 

the malicious contrivance of Calumny: but com­

fort yourself, for Heaven will not pennit people 

to be false enough to swear against you. Be as­

sured that your accusers cannot take a.way your 

lives: you are kept here only under the pretence 

of proving from one day to another what they 

have to say against you, hoping that the rigour 

of your prison will kill you. My princess, you 

know not the inviolable laws of this place, which 

free all criminals in custody as soon as they shall 

confess the crimes they stand accused of, provided 

it be t:.efore their accusers have proved them. This 

is the only way of ending the affair. The time is 

short, my dear princess, break your own chains : I 

tell you what I would do, were I under the same 

misfortune as you are.' 
Florina believed what Fraud said to her, and S() 

far, that she was inclined to make such a con­

fession, when Psiphismates, who had heard a ll, 

said, 'Take care, my princess, of doing what that 

deceiver advises; 'tis a snare laid for our destruc­

tion. We are innocent, princess, of the crimes we 

are accused of; Heaven will take care to justify 
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u.s. Let us not despair then, and make a false 
confession to deliver ourselves.' This discourse 
astonished Exapenta; so that she retired, anu 
went t.o find out Calumny and False-zeal, to ac­
quaint them with the success of her negociation. 
She said, that she had persuaded the lady to con­
fe&s, but tl~at the young man who was in prison 
had in a moment undone all: that while she was 
advising the lauy, she did not perceive any concern 
of mistrust upon her; therefore they must find out 
ways to stop the young fellow's mouth, and try 
apother way to gain her. 

This news put the accusers into an ill humour. 
They went to consult with Obstinacy and Envy, 
and repeated to them what Exapenta bad declared, 
and asked what they might do to presen·e their re­
putation. They order llomotilla, or Cruelty, to 
go into the prison, and force Psiphismates by all 
manner of torments to confess his crimes; which 
was readily executed, after so violent a manner, 
that the poor Psiphi mates lay upon the rack with 
the last tokens of life in him. The princess, who 
was an eye-witness of all this cruelty, had not sur­
vived it, if llypomona had not supported and en­
COtlraged her, saying, that it was in vain to afflict 
herself, for that the best temper she could show, 
was her readiness to suffer, and to look with tran­
quillity on the different turns of good and ill for· 
tune: that it was common to see the one succeed 
the other, and that she might from thence hope 
that hers would change. 

In a morneut after entered two very gra,-e women, 
who going towards Psiphistnates, Florina asked 
them who they were, and begged their assistance. 
• I am called Ysatia, or Constancy,' said the first; 
• and my name is Diagina, or Resolution,' said 
the other: ' be is our friend> and we are come to 
serve him.' Presently Ysatia embraced P. iphis­
lllates, and raised him from the ground where he 
was laid, and then Diagina took ot~t some liquors 
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which she carried, that restored him. Florina see­

ing Psiphismates reco,•ered, forgot all her former 

misfortunes, and while she was acknowledging her 

gratitude to the ladies, she perceived a light enter 

the prison, whic.h gave her fre~h terror, believing 

there were some new mischiefs approaching: but 

how great was her surprise, when she saw Prince 

Probus and two ladies ! to whom at some distance 

she cried out, 'Ah, prince! how opportunely you 

come to deliver me out of this condition! \¥ho 

informed you of the need I had of you?' ''Twas 

that fair lady you see there, who told me of the 

misfortunes you were und..er,' said Probus, show. 

ing her one of the . ladies that atteml~d him. 'Iler 

name is Hallitia, or Tr.uth, and she that is with 

her is Dicaiosy.na, ox: Justiftcation. Florina ac. 

knowledged her obligations to them for such a 

piece of service; and could not help gazing parti­

cularly on I-Iallitia, who was so fair and bright, 

that tb.e rays darting from her eyes enlightened the 

whole prison. 
After that, Dicaiosyna approaching Florina, 

touched the irons with which she w.as fettered, and 

they fell to dust, so that the princess was at liberty. 

Dicaiosyna did the same to Psiphismates; and the 

two prisoners not knowing how to make returns 

for such signal favours, were going to begin t!teir 

compliments to their deliverers, wl1eu the prince 

said, 'Let us finish what we are about.' And lak­

iDg the. princess by the hand, they all went out of 

the prison together. 
As soon as Agnoisa, Calumny, and the other 

persecutors of the princess and Psiphisrnates saw 

Ilallitia and Dicaiosyna, they fled, and hid them­

selves. The prince pursued, and made them re­

store the ring they had taken from l!'lorina; and 

then. conducted the princess into a plain, where he 

showed Iter the road she ought to follow. 'Then 

will you leave me again, my prince?' said l~lorina. 

' I shall uot be long absent,: aijsw~~ed he; ' attd 
P2 
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you have your ring again, to inform me when you 
want me. Psiphismates shall be left with you, 
who will be a good guide: you may put your trust 
in him; he is a faithful friend.' The prince being 
retired, Florina continued on her journey with 
Psiphismates. 

Some time after, Florina and her comrade arrived 
in a valley, where there was a thick grove, whiC'h 
appeared very agreeable to the princess, and as 
she was much fatigued, she was desirous to go and 
rt-st herself there. She imparted her design to 
Psiphismates, wbo would not agree to it; but in 
complaisance to her, he e.!Jtered into the grove; 
and the princess choosing out a convenient place 
to sit down, he sat by her. They entertained each 
other a long time with the dangers they had escap­
ed, and the favour of Heaven in their deliverances, 
till Florin a insensibly dropped as leer from the soft 
zephyrs of the grovE:; and Psiphismates, seeing her 
asleep, would have willingly kept himself awake, 
but in spite of all his care, he fell asleep too. 
Florina, in this ~leepiness, fancied she was on the 
slippery brink or edge of a frightful precipice; and. 
thi fear was so violent, that she waked, and found 
she was not deceived, and that her dream was but 
too true: for she had no sooner opened her eyes, 
than she ~aw her elf on the brink of a precipice, 
where, do what she could, she was not able to get 
back. The poor princess called Psiphisrnates se,·e· 
ral times to her assi Lance, but in vain; he slept 
so sound, that he heard uot. At la&t, the prince 
1inding herself going to fall, took the ring out of 
her bosom, and put it in her mouth, when Prince 
Probus appE:ared, who, giving her his hand, brought 
her back into the road she had quitted. 

The prince bid her keep the road, without leav­
in\[ it; for that she saw the consequences if 5he 
should forsake it; and then left her again. The 
prince. now could not think of parting with the 
J>rince but with much grief, finding the great want 
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she should have of him. The prince observing the 

trouble it gave her, to comfort her, said, that ba 

would go see the Queen FeHciana, to tell her the 

design that she intended to restore her out of the 

labyrinth, and to entreat her to spare her the fa. 

tigues in the way. 
Florina pursued the road again, and found Psi­

phismates; for which good fortune she rejoiced. 

He. asked her how she did to recover herself from 

the danger she was in. 'It was Prince Probus.' 

aaid she, ' that delivered me. He came to me as 

soon as I put the ring into my mouth, and led me 

into the right road. But tell me,' said the princess, 

' .my dear Psiphismates, what is the meaning that 

that grove, which appears so agreeable, should be 

ao dangerous to enter and repose in ?' Psiphis­

mates answered, that the wood or grove was called 

Amelite, which signifies remissness, or a yielding 

up to pleasure. 
As they continued talking, they met a woman in 

the road, of a majestic mien, clothed in a white 

s.hining garment, who asked the princess if it was 

she that sought the queen Feliciana. 'Yes, ma­

dam,' answered the princess, ' 'tis I who seek that 

queen, to deliver her from the labyrinlh.' ' Yoll 

are the person then whom I also am in search of,' 

replied the lady; ' follow me, and you sllall pre· 

sently have the happineos to see her.' This lady 

called herself Lencotissa, or Candour, and was the 

principal favourite of Feliciana. 'Our good queen 

has sent me to shorten your journey,' said she, ad­

dressing herself to Florina; 'and I have orders to 

conduct you by the nearest way. All the country 

that you see before us,' co.utinued she, 'is full of 

dangerous places, where you sl10uld have passea, 

and where it would have been dreadful for you: 

but Prince Probus ha5 entreated the queen to dis­

pense with it. Achakia and Pisonida have joined 

tb..eir petitiou.s to that of the prince; so that Feli.-
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dana hath sent me to prevent tbe trouble yo& 
would have undergone.' 

A little while after, they fou1:1d themselves on 
the borders of a lake, encompassed with large 
trees. This lake had in the middle of it a small 
island, wherein was the queen's palace. As soon 
as they saw the palace, two women entered into 
a boat, and came to fetch them. Florina knew 
them to be Achakia and Pisonida, who stretched 
out their hands for the princess to come into the 
boat, and to conduct her to the queen, who at­
tended in the palace to receive her. As soon as 
Florina had landed on this happy soi l, she found 
herself transported with joy and pleasure. The 
queen embraced her, and giving her her hand, con­
ducted her into the palace. But while the prin­
cess was breathing the sweets of a perfect tran­
quillity, the queen gave orders for every thing to 
be ready, and s.oon after departed with :Florina and 
the rest of her court. Iu the mean time, the fame 
of Florina's having founct the queen, and that they 
were upon the road together in order to return, 
reacl1ed the fairy court. This news afflicted Mau­
ritiana, who sent her confidant to inform her of 
the truth; who gave her an account, that Felician<\ 
and Florina would presently arrive. Upon which 
Mauritiana immediately got ready her equipage, 
and left the court, to return with all her followers 
into the islands. 

The good fairies, who waited impatiently the 
queen and Florina's return, went to meet her; and 
when they found her at the palace-gates, they 
set up loud acclamations of joy. The sage fairy 
c-oun ·ellor was the first who approached the queen's 
chariot: her love and zeal for the queen and Flo­
rin a made her advance before the rest. Florina's 
good fairy followed; and the fairies being arrived 
all together, saluted the queen, expres ing their 
utmost joy for her return, and ranked themselve$ 
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before and behind her chariot, forming a train 

worthy the reception of their queen. 

In entering into the great court of the palace, 

they heard nothing but acclamations, and c:oncerts 

of fairies singing the praises of the queen and the 

glory of Florina. It is not difficult to tell the sen­

timents of the queen and the fairies upon this 

happy reunion. Prince Probus arrived soon after, 

and all the rest of that day was spent in mirth and 

rejoicings. 
The next day, the queen mounted with Florina 

upon a golden chariot set with precious stones; 

they went to the temple of Virtue, wher~ all the 

fairies attended them. After the grand ceremonies 

of returning thanks for the Lappy return of the 

queen and Florina, Feliciana took a crown of an 

inestimable value, and turning to the fairies, said, 

'My dear sisters, you know why the supreme in­

telligences judged it proper to order me to quit 

my throne, and to place me in the wond~;rful la­

byrinth, till a mortal should be found whose ex­

cellent virtue had power to force au entrance, and 

to surmount all obstacles that should oppose the 

means of discovering me. What shall we do now, 

my dear sisters, to this princess, who hath volun­

tarily entered the labyrinth, and generously suf­

fered the fatigues of an endless labour and cha­

grin till she arrived here, and is the cause that 

this day I reassume the throne ? Therefore to 

testify to this princess part of the gratitude due 

to her for the obligations I have received, I belie,·e 

it is proper that I crown her once more. She de­

serves it,' continued she. And in saying these 

words, the queen placed the crown she had in her 

hand upon Ji'lorina's head. During which, all the 

fairies sung praises to the honour of Florin a, which 

was answered by a concert of all sorts of instru­

ments of music. 
Prince Probus could not contain himself for the 

joy he _felt in seeini the princess twice crowned in 
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the temple of Virtue. She never looked so beau­
tiful as she appeared at this last coronation. When 
the assembly was return~;d, he went to pay a visit 
to the princess in her apartment, to let her see the 
pleasure he took in the honours conferred on her. 
The fairy counsellor and the other good fairy were 
both there. 

While all these things were · in agitation at the 
fairy palace, the king, Florina's fatl1er, after the 
conquest of his enemies, returned to the castle 
from whence Florina had been taken; and upon 
his coming thither, his grief was renewed for the 
loss of the princess, of whom he could get no other 
intelligence, notwithstanding all his search, but 
that she was surrounded with a thick mist, and in 
that moment was lost. 

The king, after this inquiry, sent for the magi­
cian; who being brought to him, he asked why he 
had deceived him, in assuring him that be had 
made the castle inaccessible against any surprise or 
insult for the preserYation of the young princess. 
' The princess is well,' said the magician: ' she 
went out of the circle which I drew, and was taken 
away, which has proved to her glory. But she 
will return shortly, and with her a great prince, to 
whom you ought to give the prince s, and accept 
him for your son.' 

Feliciana as embled her council, where it was 
resolved, that rtorina should be conducted to the 
king her father with all the marks of grandeur 
possible, not only for her merit's Sitke, but al o to 
repair the injury done her; and all the fairies pre­
pared to appear bright in tbi expedition. During 
this time, Prince Probus found himself overcome 
with saclne s for the lo_s he was going to sustain 
in the absence of the princess, whom he loved ten­
derly, and whose pre t>nce ga,·e him the most 
charming delights. lie retired into a solitary place, 

here he could not defend himself, through the 
f:.xress of love and grief, from being overwhelmed 
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in tears. And as the prince was thinking how to 

discover his passion to the princess, Feliciana, who 

was walking in the palace-gardens, surprised him 

jn an arbour; where, as soon as she saw him, she 

said, laughing, 'Why, prince, are you alone, and 

not ready to conduct Flor.ina to her father, that 

we may put an end to all her victories 1 Are you, 

prince, who have always given a helping hand tQ 

that princess in all her dangers, the only person • 

now who is inactive?' 
'Florina has no more need of my weak assist­

ance,' answered Probus; 'she enjoys with you a 

real happiness. But if I could persuade myself 

that I could yet be serviceable---' 'You must 

attend the princess in her triumph,' interrupted the 

queeu. 'The time is now short: leave this soli­

tude, and think of preparing yourself to augmen-t 

the pompous equipage with which we are going to 

conduct her.' 
The prince obeyed the queen: and as lovers al­

ways flatter themselves, he fancied that, hy what 

the queen said to him, she had penetrated into the 

subject of his grief; and that she -..vould think of 

ways to make him lnppy with the princess. And 

in this he was not mistaken: the qu~en saw what 

had induced Probus to give the princess such as­

sistance, and the wise fairy counsellor had disco­

vered to her the passion that the prince had for 

Florina; so that she improved it during this fa­

vourable opportunity, urging that he ou ght to be 

rewarded for what he had done for Florina. 

Every thing being ready for their departure, Fe­

liciana left her palace, and pursued her journey, 

se tting out in this order: four pompous chariots 

begau the maTch, in which were as many concerts 

of voca l music, who sung in praise of Florina. 

These chariots were preceded and followed by a 

great number of fairies, who answered to the others 

by pl aying on various instruments. Other fairies 

azain followtd thost, ca rrying eusigns, whereou 
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were painted Florina's victories. Prince Probus 
followed these ensigns, with a train of most beau­
tiful fairies magnificently clothed, and crowned 
with laurels, myrtles, and roses. The fairy coun­
sellor and good fairy followed the prince in the 
stately chariots, carrying upon the richest cushions 
the princess's two crowns. More fairies attended 
the chariots, continually repeating their acclama­
tions of joy, that the crowns were given to Florina 
to reward her virtue. Simpliciana, Achakia, Pi­
souida, and Leucotissa, were in another chariot, 
and made a most wonderful harmony in singing 
the victories of :Florina in the labyrmth. And 
then came Florina crowned with ba.ys, attended by 
the queen Feliciana: both sat in a chariot of gold 
and ivory, drawn by eagles. And the whole march 
closed with a cro vd of fairies, gloriously appa­
relled. 

·when this pom pous a~sembly arri\'ed in the ter­
ritories of the king, }'Iarina's father, the noise 
spr~ad all over; and this news reaching the court, 
he went from his palace to see what it was. J u 
an instant two fairies presented themselves. The 
king was surprised with the beauty and spl ndor of 
them, and asked them what they de,ired of him. 
The fairie~ answered, 'Sir, the queeu .feliciana de­
sires adm•:.sJon to see JOLI, and enter into your 
palace with her whole court.' The king answered, 
that he was too highlj honoured, that so great a 
queen did him the fa,•our of a v1sit; that he would 
go before, aud prepare e,·e ry thing fo r he recep­
tion. lhe fairies told him, that the queen only dt­
sired he would stay m his palace, where she would 
presently wait on him. 

The king returned into his palace, ordered his 
court to meet to rctel\·e l't:liciana: whicn wa no 
sooner done, than the fir~t 1·a nks of the triumph ap­
pe:ared in admnahle order. This cavalcade having 
e:ntered the palace, ranged themselves on botll side~ 
of the court. The king was surprised to see such 
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magnificence, and knew not what to think: but 

when he saw the trophies of Florina's victories, 

and perceived the prince who followed, he began 

to fancy that it was his daughter that the queen 

had brought back to his palace. lie looked a long 

time on the prince, who ranged himself as the 

others, but at a greater d1stance from the entrance 

into the apartments of the palace, and then the 

king recollected what the magician had said. At 

last Feliciana's chariot arrived; which when the 

king saw, he advanced to receive the queen: but 

what joy did he conceive, when he saw and knew 

Floriua likewise there ! IIe presented his hand to 

the queen, and she hers to Florina, and all three 

entered the palace together. 
Feliciana presented Florina to the king her fa­

ther, saying, ' Sir, here is the princess your daugh­

ter, whom you thought lost. She has undt:rgone 

great troubles, and been exposed to all dangers, 

which have been the means to raise her to the 

highest pitch of honour and glory. These crowns 

which you see are the prizes of the victories which 

she hath gained by the assistance of Prince Probus, 

whom I here present to you.' The king embraced 

the prince with the utmost sentiments of gratitude; 

and the queen continuing her discourse, begged 

the king to receive that prince into his alliance, 

and to reward him with the princess his daughter, 

whom he loved with a faithful and tender passion. 

• J.\iadam,' said the king, ' the choice is glorious 

for my daughter and myself, since it comes from 

you : 'tis too little for so generous a prince, to 

whom we owe such high obligations. I have with 

my daughter still more crowns to present to him, 

and think myself too happy if he will do me the 

honour to accept them.' The prince expressed to 

the king and queen a share of his acknowledg­

ments; and Florina understanding that they spoke 

of her marriage with the prince, was transported 

with joy. The noise of this marriage was soon 
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spread every where about the kingdom : there were 
universal preparations made to celebrate it with all 
possible magnificence. And afterwards, the queen 
Feliciana retired with her court into her own do­
minions, and left the prince in the possession of 
l1is dear princess. 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE PRINCESS LEONICE. 

IN former times there lived a king, who was a 

pattern to all others for his great and rare qua­

lities. He buried the queen his wife when she 

was very young, by whom he had a prince, who 

was beautiful, and his only comfort, and besides 

a prince of extraordinary parts. As the king was 

pretty well advanced in years himself, he thought 

to marry hii)l early; and to that end, cast his 

eyes on a young princess of his court, named 

Romelia, who was a sovereign of a province tri­

butary to his crown. She was beautiful, but very 

ambitious and jealous, and had a sister whose 

beauty exceeded hers, and whose sweet and com­

plaisant temper made her as much beloved, as her 

sister's imperiousness made her hated. 
The prince could not behold her without being 

affected by her charms, and had for a long time 

conceived a violent love for her; to which Leouice, 

which was the young princess's name, was not in 

sensible. They concealed their pass ions with care, 

insomuch that none of the court perceived their 

attachment but Cephisa, a young maid, who was 

very much beloved by her mistress. These two 

young hearts tasted a perfect happ int!ss in their 

tenderness, while they were not disturbed. But 

the king having formed the design I mentioned, 

sent one day for his son, aurl ordered him to pre­

p axe to marry Homelia. Never was grief equal to 

the prince'i, who beggeu of the king not to think 
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of marrying him so soon: for at present he had no 
inclination to marriage. The king represented to 
him the beauty of lhe princess, and that princes 
were not altogether to follow their inclinations; 
and in short told him, that he must think of obey­
ing him, for that he had already spoken to Ro­
melia, who, being a very powerful princess, might 
create great dbturbances in the kingdom, if he did 
not perform what he had promised. lhe prince 
could not relish all these reason~; his love of 
Leonice rendered his marriage with her sister a 
cruel punishment: but not daring to provoke the 
king by an obstmate denial, only begged for time, 
which the king granted him, upon condition that 
from that night he should begin to make his ad­
dresses lo the princess; and after that dismissed 
his son, who had no sooner lefL him, than he ran to 
hi dear Leonice, to tell her their misfortune. 
What a thunder-stroke was thi to the young prin­
cess! she was ju;;t ready to expire with grief. But 
after a great many complaints, sighs, tears, and 
protestations to love each other for ever, they re­
solved that the prince should seem to obey his 
father, and mak..: his court to Romelia. 

That night there was a ball at court, and both 
the princesses were dres~ed very magnificently. 
The prince, to execute what they had resolved 
upon, spoke to uont but Romel.ia, who, belie\•ing 
herself already a queen, received him with insup­
portable pride ; which had no effect upon the 
prince, though the king, who obsen·ed them close­
ly, took it very ill, and told Romelia as much. 
The next day the whole court went a stag-hunting, 
and the ladies, dres ed like Amazons, rode on 
horst:back. But bow beautiful did Leonice ap­
pear in the prince's e_yes, who was forced to fol­
low !Jer si~ter! The chace was \'ery diverting to 
the ladies; for the stag ran a long while, and 
pas~ed often by them. But as it was extremely 
hot, the princess was very dry, and seeing twQ 
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springs that flowed out at the the bottom of a 

rock, and a pretty brook, sh,e went thither to_ 

quench her thirst. The prince followed -her wifh 

the same design; and having helped her to dis­

mount, she drank a great deal of one of those 

springs, and the prince did the same, but not of 

the same water, though he knew not the virtue of 

these waters, one of which inspired love, the 

other hatred . 
The princess drank plentifully of that water 

which created tenderness, and felt the effects. 

Then her heart, which had never entertained any 

other thoughts but what were ambitious, grew sen­

sible of another passion; she looked on the prince 

with other eyes, he appeared much more amiable, 

and she thought herself happy that he was destined 

for her. But at the same time that she conceived 

these tender sentiments, the prince's aversion re­

doubltd with so much violence, that he had mucl~ 

ado to stay with her: and with these different 

thoughts they returned from the chace . 

The prince, no longer master of himself, went to 

his dear Leonice, and would not lea,,e her all that 

day, say what she would; and the proud Romelia 

observed but too much the regard he paid her. 

Then a thousand things came into her mind, of 

which she had never taken notice before, which per­

&uaded her that they had loved a long time . Then 

jealousy possessed her heart, as well as love; and 

racked between these two passions, she retired 

half distracted; and Leonice, for her part, was not 

much more easy. She knew that the prince loved 

her tenderly; but then again she feared the king's 

authority: and the better she was acquainted 

with her sister's imperious temper, she trembled 

the more lest she should perceive the seutiments 

of her lover The prince we may be sure enjoyed 

not more tranquillity: love, hate, and the fear of 

displeasing the kin~S his father, equally tormented 

him. Nevtr any three persons pas~ed a night more 
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melanclwly; and yet their misfortunes increased 
the next day . 

Romelia resolved to know whether the prince 
really loved Leonice. And ha\"ing a closet that 
joined close to her sister's apartment, and having 
given out as soon as she got up that ~he was ill, 
and would not be seen, went privately into this 
closet, not doubting in the least but the prince, 
finding that &he would not stir out that day, would 
make u t of that happy opportunity to see her sis. 
ter, if he certainly loved her . And in this con­
jecture she was not at all deceived: for th~ prince 
having been to pay her a visit, and understauding 
that she was not to be seen, went directly to her 
sister's apartment; and finding her alone, fell on 
his knees, and said,' Now, fair princess, I have the 
happin ess to set you without constraint: Romelia 
is sick, and sees no company. How great a plea­
sure is it to me,' contiuued he, after she had made 
him sit by her, 'to be able to tell you what 1 ha,·e 
endured ince that fatal moment, when you charged 
me to deceive my father! Alas! I have not power 
to do it: I hate Romelia too much, and love you 
with too great a passion to disguise my senti­
ments. Yes, my charming princess, said he, fall­
ing on his knee ll.gain, 'you must give me leave 
to declare my love to the king, and to berr of him 
not to oppose the choice my heart has made of 
you.' 'Alas!' replied Leonice sorrowfully, 'that 
will only render us the more unhappy: the king 
your father, whatever tenderness he may have for 
you, l1as his reason , you know, why he prefers my 
sister before me; and policy wil l pr vail. Besides, 
since the death of my father and mother, 1 depE-nd 
on her; and how do you think she would resent 
so great an affront? ' o, my dear prince,' <"Ontinued 
Leonice, 'take not so ill a course, I conjure you; 
it will only be a means of eparating us for t;\·er.' 
• But what would you have me do?' replied the 
prince: 'would you have me marry Romdia ?' ' I 
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·have not power to advise you,' said the princess; 

• continue still to feed the king up with hopes that 

you will obey him, and endeavour to constrain 

yourself when near my sister: but above all, be 

sure not to let her perceive that you love me.' 

• But what will be the end of all these restraints ?' 

replied the prince. 'It will give us time,' an­

swered Leonice; • and that is all we can hope for 

in our misfortunes.' 
The proud Romelia heard all this tender conver­

sation with a mortal grief; and not being able to 

bear it any longer, retired into her apartment, for 

fear she should not be mistress enough of herself. 

But, 0 heavens! what said she when she saw her­

self at liberty to complain? All the most violent 

resolutions imaginable came into her head: steel 

and poi;on, in her opinion, were too gentle punish­

ments for their perfidy. In short, the violent pas­

sion she was in, made her s ick ind~ed. But though 

she had need of being alone to take some rest, yet 

she was no sooner got to bed than she called her 

women, and bid them go tell her sister to come 

to her. A fit of jealousy made her desirous to see 

her, by that means to prevent her entertaining the 

prince any longer, who was then with her when 

the message came. The young princess went to 

Romclia; and told her, after inquiring how she 

did, that the prince hearing that she was ill, had 

been with her to inquire after her health. 'I am 

very much obliged to him for his care,' answered 

the princess, with a disdainful smile; 'but I sup­

pose he comforted himself with you for my illness 

and absence.' Leonice blushed at this answer of 

her sister's, and made no reply; but was so uneasy 

all the rest of the day, that their conversation was 

but very dull. lhe next morning the king and 

prince came to see Romelia, but the king stayeLl not 

long. The prince wished to follow him when he 

went away, but durst not; though he stayed a long 

• time alone with her so confused, that he never 
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opened his lips: but the princess, unwilling to 
lose so fair an opportunity, and seeing he ;,till 
continued musing, sairl, with eyes inflamed with 
love aud anger, 'Come, confess the truth: does 
not your heart reproach you for those moments 
which the king forces you to bestow on me? The 
too happy Leonice possesses you even while you 
are here with me.' At the naming of Leonice the 
prince recovered himself, and said, ' How came 
you, madam, to make me this reproach! Am not I 
guilty enough to forget a moment that I stood by 
you, but you must accuse me of loving Leonice, 
though you know I am commamled by the king 
to attach myself to you?' 'Can you deny that 
you love my sister,' replied Romelia, 'after the 
conversation I heard yesterday? Yes, perfidious 
prince,' continued she, in a passion, which she 
could not govern, ' I was iu a place where I lost 
not one word of all the protestations you made 
never to lo,·e auy but her: f was a witne5s to all 
the tende1· things you said to each olher. But the 
ungrateful Leonice shall not triumph unpunished 
0\'er me: she ;,hall pay dear for the pleasure of 
) our conquest, and answer for all the tonnents I 
have endured upon the account of your love: he 
shall curse the day that she accepted of your 
hEart. And if I ('annat make myself beloved, I 
~hall have the satisfaction of re,engiug myself on 
one who is dearer to you than your own life.' 

The prince wa ;,o surpri5ed to ftnd that his pas-
ion 'vas di covered, that I.e hardly knew what to 

resolve: but seeing that it w~ts in vain for him to 
disgui e the matter any longer, and unable to be;n· 
the menat'es which she pronounced agaimt hi 
dear princess, he said, 'Why, madam, should you 
complain of my loving Leon ire? I had gi,•en her 
my heart before the king commanded me to ad­
dress you, but durst not tell him so. Love had 
net reached your brea. t before that fatll order; 
;:nd 1 am per~uaded this moment, that it i lh 
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crown that gives you the greatest pleasure in this 
alliance: leave me but my Leonice, and I shall be 
satisfied; let the king set the crown on your head.' 
• I mu st consult my heart on that article,' replied 
Romelia ; 'and in the sentiments I ha.ve for you, 
the crown without you would be but an indifferent 
present. What! have 1 so few charms, that you 
choose rather to quit that, than share it with me ? 
Consider, too lovely prince; reflect on the troublei 
you will raise in this kingdom, should you persist 
in slighting me: improve the moment of my ten­
der pass ion; forsake Leonice, consent to my wishes, 
and I shall forget the injury. But 'tis time you 
should resolve.' 'Since I have gone so far,' re­
plied the prince,' as to confess the love I have for 
your sister, you may think I never will change my 
sentiments. All your threats have no effect: I 
am not afraid of your revenge on me.' 'I know 
so well how to touch you in a sensible part,' an­
swered she, 'that you may repent.' ' Ah,' cried 
the prince, 'that's to say, my princess: but think, 
Romelia , before you undertake it, the thunder 
may fa ll on your own head.' ' Go, go; I fear 
you not,' sa id she with disdain: 'the misfortunes 
you make me endure, have learned me to dread no 
others .' 

Such high words as these could not pass with­
out being heard by Romelia's women; and as Ce­
phisa was among them at that time, she ran to in­
form her mistress Leonice was mortally grie\'ed 
at the sad news, which was the worst she feared. 
She knew that her shter when enraged was capable 
of doing any thing : and under the apprehension 
of being exposed to the violence of her sister's 
temper, she ran away to the Temple of the Ves. 
t a ls, which was near the palace, attended ouly by 
Cep!Ji sa . 'l he res t of her maids went to tell Ro­
melia wh ile the prince was with her, which soon 
put a stop to their passion. For the prince, he 
stood like an image; and Romelia knew not wh~-

VOL. 11. Q 



338 TALES OF THE FAIRIES. 

ther she should be glad or sorry: for if the prince 

was hindered from set-ing her so often, she at the 

same time could not execute what her rage prompted 

her to. However, the princ·e, borne a'vay by his 

love, left her to h~r reftectwns, and ran away to 

the Temple of the Vestals, where he asked very 

pressingly to see Leonice; and the Great Vestal, 

fearing to make a priuce who was next heir to the 

crown her enemy, sent to his afflicted mistress to 

come and talk with him in her presence. As soon 

as the prince saw her, 'Ah! why, my princess,' 

cried be, ' do you leave me exposed to your si3-

ter's rage? \ilfas it for this that you protested to 

Jove me for ever? And what do you think will be­

come of me, if I never see you more I To what end 

did you retire to thi sacred place I Do you be­

lieve that I cannot defend you against Romelia ?' 

' I am sensible, prince,' replied Leonice, ' both of 

your love and courage; but it would not be ~vel! 

in me to make use of them against my sister, who 

i . supported by the king's command . l see al­

ready the disturbance my unhappy tenderness will 

rreate: I must. apply the nece sary remedy, 5inc~ 

' t is I who ought to be the sacrifice. l\Iarry the 

ambitious Romelia, and gi,·e peace to your sub­

ject~ , whom he would embroil in troubles and con. 

fu oion. Obey your father; forget me, if you can; 

and let me spend the short remainder of my days 

in the service of the goddess, who alone shall be 

your riYal : for since I am not born for my dear 

prince, no mortal else shall ever affect my heart.' 

'.rTow, my Leonice,' replied the disconsolate prince, 

' I see you don't love me, since you are capable 

of giving me such advice: 1 acfore you too much, 

for you to think I evet· could follow it. ·what if 

the enraged Romelia has powet·, and draws the 

king over to her party, they never can force my 

heart nor hand. But if you will not promi e me 

to be always my belo\red Leonice, I cannot answer 

f-or myself to be master of my passion .' 'Then the 
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Great Vestal, who stood by all the time, inter­
rupted this tender conversation, to beg of the 
prince to think of the duty he owed his father : 
but finding that all she could urge was to no pur­
pose, !>he obliged Leonice to retire. 

In the mean time, the king was informed of this 
disorder, and sent for the prince; who was met by 
the messenger as he was coming back from the 
temple, and went with him directly to the king; 
and throwing himself at his feet, said, 'When, 
sir, you commanded roe to love Romelia, I had 
adored her sister for a considerable time. The fear 
of your displeasure made me conceal my passion, 
which Romelia soon discovered; who, proud of 
your authority, thre<J.tened the lovely Leonice; 
who, to a\•oid her menaces, and to show you that 
she was not accessary t'o roy disobedience, retired 
to the Temple of the Vestals, there to dedicate the 
rest of her life. But, alas! sir, I cannot live with­
out her; my lo\·e increases every moment since I 
am deprived of the sight of her ; and I come to 
beg of you, if you would preserve my life, to take 
her out of a place so fatal to my repose, and to 
defend her again st her furiou sister.' '1 ought,' 
rep! ied the kiug,' to punbh your disobedience more 
severely than I deoign : but yet, you may merit 
your pardon, and see Leonice at liberty again.' 
• Ah! sir,' cried the prince, with precipitation, 
'what muot I do?' ' Go to the princess,' said the 
king, ' swear to her never to love her sister any 
more; that you are subservient to my commands; 
and that you &re ready to gi\·e her your hand to­
morrow morning, and I ' ll answer for Romelia's 
friend ship, and that she shall have no cause to 
fear her.' 'Alas ! sir,' said the prince,' if that' s the 
price of my princess's lioerty, I shall never see her 
again: I never will marry the hateful ltomelia; 
and whate\ er hap1,ens, will always lovt! her too 
charming sister.' 'Well, then,' said the angry king, 
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' I will marry her for thee, dl3inherit thee from 

my cmwn, and for ever deprive thee of seemg Leo­

nice, wh o makes thee brave my commands with this 

insolence . l 'II give you till to-morrow to think 

of it; and that'3 all the favou r you cau e:\.pect 

from me.' 
After this the prince took his leave, and retired 

to his own apartment with inexprt-~sible g1 ief, and 

spent the night in tile mo~t fri<rhtful agitations; 

and as soon as be thought it convement to see Ro­

melia, went to pay her a visit. 'Hehold, madam,' 

said he, going into her cha))lner, 'a prince whose 

life depends on ·ou : the king, to keep his word 

which be gave to place tl.e crowu on your head, 

will have me marry you, or i~ resolved to do it 

himself, and in the assurance of having children 

by j ou, will deprive me of it for ever. I con~ent 

to it with all my heart; and shall behold you on 

the throne w1thout envy, if you will but obtain of 

my father the favour of confJDin~ his revenge so 

far, and to restore me my princess. I prom1 e not 

to marry her, but only to ha ,·e the pleasure of ~ee­

ing ller ometimes. Is the a king of a few mo­

ments to tell J.eonice that I sacrifice both my life 

and glory for J,er, too much for a crown?' ' 0 

heaven !' replied the enraged princess, 'how can I 

supr.ort this injurious dbcourse? Ilow can you 

believe, priuce, t :J t my passion fo1· you will let 

me accept the of''er you make me of your crown? 

Were not you told ye t rday, that nothing could 

please me but your tlear self? Has my sister's 

beauty so bewitched you as to think, that I, who 

value .YOU more than my life, wh1ch I would al­

mo t for eit, that you should ne1•er see her again, 

bu t forget tho e pernicious charms, can submit 

that she hould be re~tored to you? You would. 

have me de11v r her, that you might show the dis­

dain )'Ou haYe of me, b • yielding me up to your 

father. o, traitor, think me not so easy; for 
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since I cannot gain any thing on thy heart by my 

tenderness, I will abandon myself to whatever my 

rage shall inspire : I'll marry the kiJ1g, onl .v to be 

the more mistress of my sister. 0 heavens! how 

pleased shall I be to make thee partake of those 

torments which thou causest me to endure, and to 

render thy Leon ice so miserable that she shall wish 

for death!' 'Ah! cruel princess,' interrupted the 

prince, ' you drive me to the last despair: you 

shall answer for the life of your sister; no violence 

shall bound my revenge if she's in any danger.' 

And in saying these words he turned about to go, 

but was stopp&d by the king, wbo was just then 

corning in. 'Stay, prince,' said he, 'and tell this 

fair princess and me if you are ready to do her 

that j ustice which in duty you are obliged to do.' 

'Sir,' said he, 'you know what I told you yester­

day: I cannot live without Leonice; therefore it 

is iu your breast whether you will give me life or 

death.' 'Go,' answered the king, in a rage,' thou 

rnakest thyself, by thy obstinacy, unworthy our 

care. But how, madam,' continued he, turning 

himself towards the princess, 'can I otherwise re­

pair the infatuation of my son but by offering you 

my hand C1nd crown, and promismg lhat your si5ter 

shall never stir out of the temple of the Vestals 

but by your orders?' 'I am confounded with your 

majesty's bounty,' re plied Romel1a, 'and submit 

to what you shall please to command.' What a 

sudden shock was this to the unfortunate prince, 

to hear the resolution of the revengeful Romelia! 

But it was out of his power to prevent it, and he 

wa~ forced to see her that eveni1'g the wife of his 

father; for the king would have the marriage p:d­

vate. The whole court was very much concerned: 

they knew the princess's humour, and never doubl­

ed but the king, who was \7 ery old, would be go­

verned by that wicked woman; and, above all, pi­

tied tbe prince, who did not deserve such ill for­

tune. Though this he found was not the greatest, 
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when going that night to see his dear Leonice, h~ 
was refused that pleasure t,y the JlOsitive command 
of the new queen. 

The poor young princess was inconsolable wben 
she was informed of her sister's marriage. She 
knew very well that it was to torment her that she 
married the king, and that she never should see 
the princ-e any more. Alas! what complaints did 
she make to Cephisa, who endeavoured to comfort 
her; but knew at the same time she had so just 
cause to bewail her unhappy fate, that she could 
not forbear crying with h~r. In the mean time the 
new queen's pleasure was somewhat allayed with 
grief; for she was no sooner married to the king 
than she knew that she 1vas no longer to look upon 
the prince. Then she repented tbat she had made 
her;elf so great an obstacle to what be so much 
desired. Her revenge fell with more violence on 
her own head than she imagined; and the more 
she strove to take pleasure in rendering both the 
objects of her love aud hatred miserahle, the more 
she found herself so; and could not but fear the 
king would repent of the injustice he had done his 
son, and would give his cousent that he should 
marry Leouice to make him amends. 

She was no >oouer slru('k with this idea, but she 
thought of preventing it while slle had the <Treater 
influence over her husband. 'he was not insensible 
that a prince named Ligdamon had been for a lung 
time in love with Leonice; and that th )'Ollng 
princess concei1'ed a mortal aversion for him by 
reason of h•s ill qualitie~, anc\ that l.Je~ides he was 
very ugly and defonned. This prince tile queen 
sent for, and told hun, that if he "ou!J teal her ' 
sister away and marry her, >he would lind him the 
way how; and that be mi~ht not f~ar the prince's 
rage, she would give h1m a guard to conduct tbem 
into her province, where he should be ab olute 
master. Ligdamou accepted tl1e ' e cond•tions, so 
conformable to his desires; his delicary w not 
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so refined as to insist on an equal return of pas­

sion; but if he could possess Leon ice, he cared 

not by what means. And the queen, pleased to find 

him so ready to obey her, dismissed him, charging 

him to engage as many people to assist him as he 

coulcl, and leave the rest to her. 

That this plot might succeed the better, it was 

necessary that the princess should be taken out of 

the tl:'mple. To this end, one day when the queen 

was alone with the king, she fell on her knees, 

aud begged of him to grant her the favour of per­

mitting her sister to be with her, assuriug him that 

she should have no commerce with the prince. 

The king, who could refuse her nothing, and who, 

since his marriage, had conceived a very great ten­

derness for her, consented. The queen had no 

sooner got this leave, than she sent immediately for 

the prince, to whom she had never spoken since 

she had been his mother-in-law, and told him, that 

having reflected on those misfortunes she bad 

caused him, to make him a recompense, she would 

restore Leonice to him, for whom she had asked 

the king's leave to quit her retirement. The prince 

knew not what he ought to think, and how so great 

a chauge should come about; and she perceived 

his irresolution: but willmg to persuade h1m ti1at 

she was sincere, said, 'I see, prince, that you don't 

believe me; but that you may be a wit!H:Ss of the 

twth, give me your hand, and lead me to the place 

which retains the person who, of all tluugs, is most 

dear to you.' 'Ah! m'adam,' rt-plied tl1e prince, 

receiving her hand, which she held out to him, 

'how much shall I be obliged to you; my life will 

be but too small a return for this favour.' 

After these words they went to the ten1ple, and 

the queen showing the king's orders to the great 

vestal, bid her let her sister out. The vestal re­

plied, that she was ready to obey the king, if the 

princess would consent; but as that temple was a 

sanctuary she bad made choice of, to be under the 
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protection of the goddess, she could not force her 
to quit it. The queen hearkened to this discourse 
with great impatience, and turning herself towards 
the priucess, said,' What! Leonice, are you resolved 
to live here the remainder of your days, and will 
yo u not obey the commands of the king, who 
ordered me tn bring you back to thE' palace ? Do 
you hate me so much as to choose a prison rather 
than be near me? Speak, since we must have your 
consent.' 'Why, madam,' said the prince, seeing 
her doubtful what to do, ' are you loath to leave 
a place which gives a prince who adores you so 
much pain? The queen, grown sensible of the mi­
sery I endured in your absence, hath made the 
king my faU1er relent; and will you be more in­
exorable than he?' 'I doubt not of the queen's 
favours,' replied Leouice; ' for though I am dis­
posed to obey, I cannot easily resolve to bid adieu 
to this sacred place.' However, with some entreat­
ing by the prince, she, with tears in her eyes, took 
her leave of the vestal and all her lovely compa­
nions, and followed the queen to court, who pre-
1;ented her to the king; by whom she was received 
'l'ery coldly, but by the whole court with all ima­
ginable demonstrations of joy. The queen herseff 
caressed her seemingly with a great deal of plea­
sure; and, in her own apartment, swore she had ­
forgot all that had happened before, and that she 
would endeavour to get the king's consent for U1e 
prince to marry her. To this she added, that, in 
the mean time, they should have the liberty, un­
known to the king, of seeing one another every 
day ; and that, by this piece of service, she hoped 
she should makt amends for the injuries received 
uy them, and should oblige them to entertain a 
friendship for her. 

The prince, who thought what she said to be all 
sincere, knew not how to testify his acknowledg­
ment by thanks: but the young princess, who could 
ROt persu:.1de herself into a. belief of what she said, 
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was more reserved' in her joy. And after the queen 

had led her to a magnificent apartment which she 
had prepared for her, and whither the prince fol · 
lowed her, she told him the distrust she had of all 
Romelia's caresses . Tloe prince could not approve 
of this mistrust of the princess·s, and was in in. 

conceivable transports of pleasure to see his dear 
Leonice again; and though he said all the most 
tender thing3 a violent passion could inspire, the 
princess answere,d only by tears; and whatever the 
prince could say to remove her apprehensions, she 
was still assured that the queen had conce&.led 
some desirn in what she did, and that she should 
pay dear for the pleasure she then enjoyed; and 
was not mu-ch mistaken in these conjectures : for 
that wicked woman had no sooner retired to her 
own apartment, than she sent for Ligdamon, t·u bid 
him prepare against the next night. Her rage would 
not permit her to wait longer for her revenge; the 
prince's love for that innoce11t lady redoubled Loth 
her pa~sion and jealousy, insomuch that she con ld 
not bear those precious moments they passed to­
gether: and though, through policy, she had n:­
soh·ed to defer it for some days, she c11anged her 
mind, and contrived every thing with that minister 

of her hatred for the next night, and ordered him 
to take care to be supported in all the places 

through which he was to pass; and then he took 
his leave. 

The apartment that the queen had appointed the 
princess was a great distance from her own, and 
looked into the gardens; so that, by the means of 
one of tlte park-gates which opened into them, and 
was by her orders left nnlocked, she might be taken 
away without any great diliiculty. A l l things being 
ready, the queen appeared very merry that night, 
and extremely complaisant to her sister; and when 
she retired, t:mbraced, and wished her a good night. 

The prince, who cou ld not bear Ute thoughts of 

Jlarting from her, ollercd his hand to conduct her; 
Q2 
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but was desired by Romelia not to do it, for fear 
the king might see him: but he, unable to oppose 
the desire he had of conversing with her before he 
went to bed, thought that when her attendants were 
dismissed he should have that happin~>ss, and so 
went and walked in the gardens; and sittmg dowu 
in an arbour that faced her windows, waited with 
impatience till she and Cephisa were alone. Lig­
damon, after he had placed his myrmidons, came 
now almost to the same place to execute his perni­
cious designs; and seeinv but little light in the pa­
lace, and being secure of Leonice's guards, gave 
the signal for his people to advance. pon whic·h 
the doors of the princess's apartment were opened, 
and Ligdamon and some of his party went in unper­
ceived by the prince, the uigbt being dark. The 
shrieks of the princess and phisa alarmed him, 
and he ran in just as Ligdamon was dragging her 
along; and at that sight, like ~n enraged lion, 
drawing hi& sword, cried out, ' ·ray, ba e villain, 
or with thy death atone for thy insolence.' Ligda­
mon, fearing that he wa5 discovered, turned bi 
head, and looked pale; but seemg the prince alone, 
would not vouchsafe him an answer, but making a 
sign to his ruffians to ~top him, kept still hold of 
the princess. 1he first who ad\·anced receiv<:d Lis 
death from the prince, and ~everal WHe sore 
wounded; so that at last he made ht wa~ through 
them; and calling out to Ligdamon to defe nd him­
self, gaYe him sucl. a blow on the ann a forced him 
to quit his hold. In the mean time, the :;hrieks of 
the princess's maid awakened the whole court, and 
the guards who were not m that confederacy ran 
to see what was the matter, and came to the as ist­
ance of thetr prince just when I e was oppre sed by 
great numlJer:> of Ligdamon's party; who, ~ . oon 
as he saw the guard, \\Ould have made his e cape, 
but wa:> prevented by a stroke which the prince 
ga\e him, of which he immediately did. 

The poo~ princess during this disorder was in l\ 



PRINCESS LEONICE. S47 

condition worthy of pity, and implored Heaven to 

assist her dear prince, whom she expected to be sa­

crificed every moment. But how great was htr 

joy when she saw the guards arrive, and Ligdamon 

weltering in his gore! whose followers, as soon as 

they saw he was dead, fled with so much precipita­

tion, tbat in the confusion every body was in, they 

were not pursued till they were got out of their 

reach. 
In the mean time, the queen was transported with 

grief when she was informed of the ill success of 

her plot, which had been the only means of restor­

ing her sister to her lover: but that she still might 

the better conceal her ill designs, she rose prtlsent­

ly, and went with all her guards to Leonice's apart­

ment, to give her an assistance which she knew she 

then stood in no need of. She found the princess 

half dead with the fright, her chamber full of blood 

and dead bodies, and the prince on his knees, hold­

ing one of her fair hands, and endeavouring to re­

move her tears. What a sight was this to her! 

She was ready to burst with rage: but restraining 

herself, at last told her sister how sorry she was 

for ti1e accident; when the prince, interrupting her, 

gave her to understand that he knew il to be a 

work of her own hands too well, and told her, that 

for the future he himself would be the princess's 

guard, to defend her against all such assaults. The 

queen denied it with anger; and telling the prin­

cess that she ought not to stay any longer in a 

place so horribl{', ordered her to follow her. 

Soon after this disorder day apptlared, and the 

prince went to complain to the king of the insult, 

and accused the queen as an accomplice: which 

the king would by no means hearken to; but pro­

mised to allow Leonice so good a guard, that she 

should not be exposed again to the like misfortune. 

After this, the prince, not over well satisfied with 

these assurances, went to the princess, ann swore 

uever to leave her. However, all his precautions 
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were in vain; for the queen, perc_!!iving that it lay 
not in her power to separate those two hearts, ad­
dressed herself to a fairy whom she knew to be an 
enemy to the royal family, and told her, that !>he 
came to beg her assistance against the prince her 
son-in-law and her perfidious sister; and that by 
revenging her, she might also gratify her own pri­
vate pique. The fairy, glad of the opportunity, bid 
tl e queen carry her only into the palace-~ardens, 
and then leave the affair to hPr. Upon which 
the queen returned home nry well pleased, aud 
with hopes of being deli,•ered of her ri,·al for ever. 
And to execute l1er part, in the evening in'"ited 
her ister to take the air in the gardens, with ,·ery 
few attendants. The prince, who never left her, 
went with them; which was not so agreeable to 
the queen, to whom he was obliged to gi,·e his 
hand, and the princess walked behind, leaning on 
Cephisa's arm; when all on a sudden she felt her­
self lifted up into the air by an in\"i;,ible power. 
She ga\"e a shriek, which made the prinee !>top, wl:o 
immediately let go the queen's hand to run lo thE' 
a5si tance of his dear prince s; but finding vnly 
c~phi a, and hearing l.er yoict in the air, folio 'ed 
it a long ume, till it lesEening by. dt:grees, was uo 
longer to Le heard, and he, j u5t ready to die with 
"eariness and de pair, had got a ereat diotaoce 
from the palace. In the mean t1me, the p or prin­
t·ess was tran>ported by the fa1r into au old ca tie, 
t.uilt on the top of a steep cra2gy rock," !rich no 
mortal had e\' r climbe' up; where, alttr she had 
put her under the guard of a dra~on with three 
fiery tongue~, he rc:tumed to the di con elate prince 
in the shape of a decrepit old \loman. 'Alas! 
what brought you hithtr, prince i' said she. 'An 
im;i ible power,' rep! itd he, 'hath ca1 ried away 111y 
prime s, whom I have tollowed a long as I could 
heal her \'OJce.' ' Come,' ~aid she, stnkiug him 
w1th l1er wand,' 1 can lead you to the place "ht>re 
shi is.' 'll e prince followed her till they came to 
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the bottom of a rock, where the fairy pointing to 

the castle, said, 'Behold the place where thy prin­

cess is detained : if thou doubtest the truth, I will 

show her to thee.' In saying these words, she left 

the prince overwhelmed with grief; and going into 

the castle, took Leonice by the hand, and led her to 

the point of a rock. ' Look,' said she, showing the 

princess, ' I am as good as my word: take her 

from me, if you are able.' And without giving 

them time to speak to each other, dragged her into 

her horrible prison. _ 

The prince remained in the utmost consternation 

when he saw his beloved Leonice forced into her 

pri ·on; and what increased his de5pair, was the 

impossibility of delivering her from so horrible a 

place. He endeavoured often to climb the rock, and 

as often, after two or three steps, fell down again. 

Then be thought of returning, to fetch workmen to 

cut a track; but was too much afraid of not find­

ing his princess again, to resolve to leave her . And 

in these irresolutions, and bewailing himself, he 

spent the night without any hopes that the next day 

would make him the more happy. 

On the other hand, the queen wa.s very much 

pleased that she had got rid of her sister, but not 

to lose the prince. The king grew very uneasy for 

his soz~, and sent out parties, but all in nin, to 

find him, which increased his melancholy. He re­

pented, but too late, of the ill usage he gave his 

son, and began to conceive an aversion for the 

queen: which never wsturbed her j for by her in­

trigues she bad made sure of the greater part of his 

dominions; and the pnnce's absence affected her 

more than her husband's coldness. 

She went a~ain to the fairy, to ask where the 

prince was, and what she had done with hez· sister. 

The fairy told her, she could give her the pleasure 

of seeing them both in tl1at m1 serable con<.htion to 

which her hatred had reauccd them. The queen 

seemed very desirous of it; anu the fairy imme-
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diately transported her to the ca~tle where the 
unfortunate Leonice was kept, whom she found 
chained to the foot of a pillar, from whence ~he 
could see the pnnce without ever being perceived 
by him, and guarded by a watchful and terrible 
dragon which never slept. The barbarous queen, 
overjoyed at her misery, in~tead of comforting her, 
loaded her with reproaches; to which the princess 
returned no an~wer, but fixed her eyes steadfastly 
upon the prince, whom she saw en,leavouring to 
climb the rock; which the queen observing, and 
turning about, beheld that object of her love and 
hatred just when he bad found a better tracked 
path, and uegan to mount with more ~ase. At this 
sight, and for fear he should deliver her rival, she 
shriehd out: but the fairy assured her she had 
nought to fear; and that the dragon would secure 
her, should he get to her. In the mean time, the 
Jlrince pursu~d the path, and the hopes of assisting 
his princess gaYe him fresh strength, when he per­
ceived a greyhound bitch tied to a ragged piece of 
that rock, and just trangled. This object rai ed 
com passion in his breast ; and going up to the poor 
creature, with some difficulty broke the chain. But 
how great was his surpri e, to ee the 'lreyhound, a! 
soon as at liberty, become a woman! lie stepped 
back; but that beautiful persou, taking him by the 
hand, said, 'Be not afraH.l, prince, of the endlant­
ment which you yourself have broken. l am of 
the race of the fairies, and have a great many gifts, 
which I will bestow on you. But my power i li­
tnited. The envious fairy, who keeps thy princess 
a prisoner, hath tied me to this rock for mall) years 
under that form you released me from, because I 
was beloved by a gre<tt many princes, who despised 
her. 1 ha,•e waited your coming with great impa­
tience; and in acknowledgment of your en· ice to 
me, and out of revenge, will do what 1 can for you. 
Go, ' said she, ' into that cav~111,' showiug him an 

pening that was hewn out of the rock, ' and put 
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en the armour you will find there, and fear not 

the dt·agon, for you sh;!.ll assuredly vanquish him; 

and in the mean time I will wait for you by yon• 

der brook, which purls over those pebbles.' After 

these words she left him; and Lhe prince, as soon 

as he could put on the armour, pursued his way 

to the castle g:ttes ; and the fairy seeing him ad­

vance, detached the dragon from the princess to 

those gates. The prince without di;,may pressed 

hard with his lance in his hand upon that flight­

ful monster, which, at the same ttme, with a dread­

ful hissing, flew into the air, to fall plumb upon 

him; which the prince being aware off, stepred 

hack, and taking the opportunity of that monster's 

extension of his wings, rau his sword directly into 

his belly, that he died at his feet. 

The fairy no sooner saw this action, but taking 

hold of the princess, notwitbstauding her cries, 

carried her away in the same manner as at first. 

J.n the mean time, that victorious prince entered 

the castle with precipitation to deliver his prin­

cess: but, 0 heavens! how great was his despair 

when he found none but Romelia! His bloody 

sword fell out of hi;, hand, and he remained some 

time insemible. when the presence of that wicked 

woman rekindling his rage, he went dtrectly up to 

her; ' What hast thou done "ith my princess ?' 

said he, in a menacing air: 'Hestore· her to me, 

or expect the JUSt punishment for thy crimes.' 

'She is not in my power; replied the queen, who 

seemed UllConcerned at the prince's threats: 'the 

fairy no sooner ~aw that you had conquered the 

dragon, but she removed her hence. Witness, _ye 

powers! how 1 trembled when I saw you exposed 

to the rage of that terrible monster, and with how 

much mote violence I love thee than thy Leooice, 

who, I observed, during the combat, seemed over­

joyed with hopes, autl never so much as changed 

colour for fear you should not succeed. Wlit 

thou never be seusibJe of thy error? Thou be-
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lievest that thou art beloved by her, and art not: 
'tis only in my heart thon canst find that ardent 
passion so worthy of thine.' 

The prince would not have borne so malicious a 
discourse so long, if his grief to find that his prin­
cess was again forced away had not put it out of 
his power to answer her. IIe was more unhappy 
than ever, to have his Leonice ;natcl1ed away ju~t 
when he thought to deliver her; and be ides, knew 
not which way to go after her. In thi~ deplor. 
able state he could not tell what to resolve on; 
and without minding what Romelia. said, emplo .• 
ed his thoughts how to find the prince~s; and at 
last remembering that the fairy Greyhouncl told 
him that she would wait for him at the brook, he 
believed she might serve him again. 'Vith this 
thought, and not looking upon the queen, he went 
out of the castle with an incredilJie sw;ftne~s, and 
climbed down the rock with as much lJaote, with­
out regarding Romclia's cries, who, n<Jt\ ·ithsLaod­
io g his disdain, ran as fa~t as sht could after him, 
and fell into that cavern from whence the prim.e 
had his arm , and was never heard of more. 

The prince made all imaginable ha te to the 
brook, where he found the fairy Greyhound wait­
ing for him. 'Well, g'!nerou prince,' said she, '1 
see you ha ·e ,,anqui;hed the mou; ter.' 'A !a l' 
rep!Jed lte, 'of wbat u e is my victory to me, 
siuce 1 have not delivered my prince,s, ant! know 
not whE-re to look for her?' '.r ever fear,' an wer. 
ed the compasoionate fairy, 'we shall find ll tr.' 
And bidd.ng the prince stay a little, left him, and 
returned &oou after with a hor e in her hand, 
which she bid him mount; auti shoving him a 
tr:Lck which lay by the brook side, told him that 
would lead lllln to a subterraneous ca,·e, where his 
prin ·ess was; that the gate wa c:uarded by mon­
sters that were half men and half serpents, which 
would oppose his cntran<"e; but that he need but 
present his shield to them, and not make use of 
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his sword and lance; that after he had overcome 

them, he would meet with a furious lion, which 

was tbe last guard the princess had; aRd also, 

that when he carne near her he should show his 

shield, which would hinder the wicked fairy from 

taking her away as before. 

The prince thanked the fairy in few words; and 

mounting the horse, and following the track with­

out stopping a moment, arrived in a short time at 

the entrance of the cavern. It was guarded, as 

the fairy had told him, by monsters; to which the 

prince no sooner presented his shield than they 

stood motionless, were changed into their former 

shapes of men, who throwing themselves at the 

prince's feet, swore to employ the rest of their 

lives to acknowledge their deliverance from the 

malicious fairy's enchantment, and that he might 

command them for ever. 'I only ask your assist­

ance,' replied the prince, 'to set an unhappy prin­

cess at liberty, who is kept a prisoner hy the in­

human fairy in this cave.' And then he led them 

into it, and saw at the further end of that fright­

ful den the princess chained by the middle, and a 

terrible lion lying by her. What a sight was this 

for the prince! who desirous to free her from so 

miserable a condition, gave a shout, which roused 

the lion. The prince went directly up to him 

without any dismay before the rest carne up, ran 

his spear into his throat as he opened his mouth, 

and that he might not lose any time, plunged his 

sword into his sides: but notwithstanding the 

largeness of IJoth the wounds, the furiou s creature 

flew upon him, when the men that were freed by 

him came into the aid of their benefactor, and 

gave him so many wounds that he died instantly. 

The prince no sooner found that he was rid of his 

enemy, than he ran to his princess, and presenting 

his miraculous shield, her chains fell off, and that 

frightful den was changed into a magnificent pa­

l;tce, out of which thea came a great number of 
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beautiful persons, to rejoice with the princess for 
hers and their own deliverance. 

The men who followed the prince shouted with 
joy at tbe sight of these ladies, and threw them­
seh·es at their feet, to testify their gladness to 
find them again; while the prince, who never ob­
served what passed, was at the princess's knees, 
expressing the most violent passion that Joye ever 
inspired. 'Once more then, my dear princess,' 
said he, ' I see you again; and the cruel gods are 
wearied out with my suffednus !' 'Alas! my dear 
prince,' answered Leonice, 'lam so unhappy that 
I know not how long I shall enjoy this pleasure; 
and I doubt the implacable Rom~>lia is now in­
Yenting some new torments.' ' Fear nothing,' 
cried the fairy Greyhound, who appeared that 
moment, 'Your misfQrtunes are ended as well as 
mine. The queen is punished for all her crimes; 
the envious fairy has no more power over you ; 
and you are absolute mistress in this palace, 
which your generous lover has restored me, and 
nothing shall interrupt your happiuess.' The 
princess beheld so many surprising things at once, 
that she knew not what answer to make; when 
the prince, who knew and had made trial of the 
fairy's kindness, thanked her with a sincere ac­
knowledgment uoth for himself and his beloved 
Leonice; and till then had not taken notice of 
the metamorphosis of the cave into a palace, ll(){' 

of the many illu~triou · per ons who stood about 
him. In the mean time, all these gentlemen and 
ladies pre~sed forward to pay their respects to the 
fairy their princess, who, for all he had been 
transformed into a gre_yhouod, was the sovereign 
of that palace and all the country about it. 

Leomce could not recover her amazement, and 
would have a ked her lover a thousand que tions 
at once to clear up that ad,•enture: but the prin­
cess fairy, taking her by the hand, told her it was 
not then a proper time i that she stood in need of 
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some repo3e; and that the next morning her cu­

riosity should be satisfied. After that she led her 

into a chamber that shone all over with gold and 

jewels, where soon after there was served up a 

nice supper; and as soou as the cloth was taken 

away again, she retired to give her the liberty of 

enjoying the prince 's company in private. 0 how 

tender was their conversation! They could have 

spent the night with pleasure together, if Leonice 

had not been afraid of offending against the rules 

of decorum, by permitting her lover to stay too 

late. 
In the morning the fairy princess paid her a vi­

sit, to inquire how she dtd; and embracing her, 

s~id, ' The obligation, my dear princess, that I 

owe to your prince is so great, that I know not 

how to acknowledge it, but by making him master 

of all that he hath restored me to.' ' Madam,' 

replied Leon ice, 'the prince that you say hath 

served you, is so sensible of the favours he has 

received from you, that I believe he ought to re­

turn you a thousand thanks: but, madam,' conti­

nued she, 'you promised to inform me how you 

came acquainted, and of the surpri&i ng changes I 

saw yesterday .' 'That I will,' replied the fairy 

princess, 'and am not sorry that my deliverer,' 

said she, seeing the prince come in, to whom Leo· 

nice beckoned to sit down and say nothing, 'should 

be a witness.' 
'I am the daughter of a king, who, of all the 

dominions that he had once bt:en maste r of, (but 

th at story is too long to tell you now) had no 

more left than this castle and the countr_y about 

it. lie married a princess of the fai ry race, who, 

knowin g th aL she should die soon after I was born, 

endowed me with all the gifts she was mbtress of. 

l'viy fa ther dted also when I was very young, and 

left me mistress of this small sovereignty. My 

court was gallant, and full of the most beautiful 

per~ons of bolh sexes: nothing but pleasure was 
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to be seen in every one's countenance; and hardly 
a day past without feasts or touruaments, made 
by all the princes about me. This envious fairy, 
my neighbour, her court was as empty as mine 
was crowded; and jealous of my happiness, she 
sought all the ways imaginable to make me miser­
able. One day, when we were all dre sed for a 
fine ball, and washing my hands, I 11ad forgot to 
put a ring again upon my fiurser which my mother 
had given me to ]Jrevent all enchantments; and 
she being in my chamber, and percei,•ing my for­
getfulness, and willmg to make use of that op­
portunity, followed us to the ball, where we danced 
a long time, and she was ne •er taken out. Out­
raged at this slight, she got in a ]Ja5 ion, and 
striking the floor three times with her wand, Cur ed 
race, said sbe, in a frightful tone, feel the power 
of her whom ye have despist:d. At the a me time 
the women became as motionles5 as statues, and 
the men half serpents, without the sense of know­
ing what they were before; and my palace was 
changed into a horrible den. Then coming up to 
me, and catching me by the hair of my head, she 
dragged me to the rock where you found me, me­
tamorphosed me into a gr yhound, and chaining 
me fast to the solid stone, and leaving me, said, 
with a mocking smile, For an example to all those, 
who, not knowing their own strength, despise those 
who ha,·e power to de troy them, thou shalt re­
main in this miserable tale till a prince more 
mi erable than thyself shall corue hither to seek fo r 
his princess. Ancl after tht>se words ;he left me 
overwhel med with de~ pair., \\·b ile I r~t:1ained in 
this stu.te, a great many j ears ;·oiled away· and 
when L least thou~ht 01. your coming,' said she to 
the prince, 'through the I nrsth of time wherein I 
endured so much, you arrived, and compasswnatJDg 
my misfortunes, lirol ~ e my cha1n, and with amaze­
ment beheld my sudden change. 'l' ou know what 
follo"l'red since by your extraordinary courage : you 
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have given liberty to your beloved princess and all 

my unhappy subjects. How enragecl is the envious 

fairy that it is no longer in her power to hurt us! 

And how great a pleasure is it to me, to bestow on 

the lleautiful Leouice all those gifts rn:, dying mo­

ther left me! Youth and beauty she shall carry 

with her to the grave; pleasures shall crowd after 

her steps; and all places wherever her bright eyes 

shall shine, shall abound with all that can satisfy 

magnificence or ambition; while the sweets that 

love prepares for ye both shall be uninterrupted. 

For you, prince, the only sorrow that shall attend 

your days, I shall now reveal to you. '!he king 

:your father, no longe1 al>Je to support the weight 

of years, and the grief of losing :you, aud full of 

remor e for the injury done you by marrying llo­

melia, d1ed within these two days; and your king­

dom wants your presence. Go there with your 

lovely princess, and fill a throne worthy of you and 

her. I have prepared an elpiipage that shall second 

your impatience.' 
After these words the fairy rose off her seat, and 

embracing ti.em lioth with tenderness, led them, 

without listening lo their thanks, to a chariot of 

gold adorned with d1amonds, drawn by flying 

dragons; and having bitl them a last adieu, site 

soon lost ight of them, leaving them to go to their 

own kingdom ; whe re they soon ~fter arrived, and 

where they finished their days with all the plea­

sures a mutual Jove caa create, when attended witb 

wisdom ami beanty. 
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TH E 

TYRANNY OF THE FAIRIES 
DESTROYED. 

THE power of the fairies was arrived to so grE'at 
au height, that the greatest princes of the world 
were afraid of displeasing them; and that ('ursed 
generation became so formidable by the punish­
ments they infiicted, that few or none were so 
hardy as to disobey them. Their rage was not to 
be satisfied, but by changing the most amiable 
persons into the most frightful monsters: and if 
they gave not immtdiate death, they made them 
languish away in the mo t miserable condition . 
The impossibility of being re1•en e,l of them, ren­
dered them the more imperious and cruel. But of 
all the persons whom they made the most unhappy, 
was the princess Phtlonice, who e natural charms 
made them desirous to match her to one of their 
l<iarr . 

Big with this thought, one day, when she was 
walkiug out with her mother, they took her away, 
without any regard to the erie either of the mo­
ther or the daughter. The young princess was 
al.Jout twelve years old; and for her age was a 
master-piece of nature, both for the beauty of her 
body and mind. But to make her an amends for 
the v10lence they had done her, they transported 
her to a channing palace, 5ituate between two little 
hills, in a v;dley that abounded with whatever 
might delight the eye, and e1•en excelled the ''alley 
of Tempe, so much boasted of l>y the poets. n 
eternal spring reicrned there: the rrardens were full 
of r::.. als, fountains, and orange-trees, which formed 
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shades proof against the most piercing sun. In 

short, whatever nature and the fairy art could af­

ford, was found in this enchanted abode. 

The young princess, insensible to all these won­

ders, was seized with a melancholy, that would 

have raised pity in any but those merciless fairies: 

however, they committed her to the care of the 

most hum:,.ne and tender among them, whose name 

was Serpenta, with orders to let her have no com­

merce with any body. Serpenta, to execute their 

commands, immediately raised, at one end of the 

garden, a magnificent pavilion, whither she led 

Philonice, and gave her for a companion a young 

girl they had taken away at two years old, whose 

name was Elisa, with several pretty creatures be­

sides to divert her. One part of the day she em­

ployed her in working gold, tissue, and fine em­

broidered silk; and the rest in dressing herself in 

stately habits, full of diamonds and pearls: in 

short, she Jet her want for nothing that she thought 

could please a young person, but was cautious how 

she mentioned the monster for whom they designed 

her; for the time was not come when they intended 

to consummate that so disagreeable a marriage, 

and they had a mind to use her to their customs 

before they pronounced her misfortune. 

Sometimes she would take her a walking into 

those before.mentioned pleasant places, and making 

her to take notice of all the beauties they abounded 

with, told her, that if she was obedient to her 

commands, she should one day be mistress of them; 

but must take care how she merited her ill-will, 

for that she knew as well how to punish as re­

ward. While the fairy was talking after this 

manner, Philonice seeing two turtles, that seemed 

vtry tame, sitting by the canal-side, was very de­

sirous of them, and asked leave to catch them, and 

carry them to her pavilion. 'I cannot grant your 

request,' said the fairy, ' for the fate of those two 

birds is never to leave the canal. They were for-
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merly a beautiful prince and princess, for whom 
we had taken a great affection, and loved each 
other with extraordinary tenderness: but wh~n 
our thoughts tended most to their happiness, they 
happened to see one of our 5i ttrs, whose skin was 
covered with turtle-feathers, which she carefully 
concealed, bathing in this canal ; who, vexed to be 
discovered, wished they might never tell what 
they had seen, and might become turtles them­
seh·es: at the same time throwing water in their 
faces, they immediately changtd their nature, and 
becam~ doves, as you see them; and under that 
new form, p1·e erving their tenderness, never leave 
one anotber, but pass away their time in bewailing 
their ill fortunes.' Ilere are many examples of 
our power besides,' c·ontiuued the fairy; ' all the 
statues that you see along the~e terrasses, were for­
merly the subjects of a powerful neighbouring 
prince, who, tefore these gardens were made, and 
we had this habitation, 5aw us one night, by moon­
light, dancing in this valley, and ridiculing our 
actions and postures, so much provoked us, that we 
com·erted them into tatues, and placed them 
aftenva.rds where they now stand.' 

This di•course increased Philonice's fear; she 
promised to obey them, anti never to incur their 
rlispleasure, though the thing appeared to them 
very difficult: nevertheless Philonice grew hand­
somer and handsomer every day, auJ became the 
delight of the fairies; who :.eeincr her perform 
e,·ery thing that they enjoined, caressed her, <tud 
loaded her with presents; and ;,.t Ia ·t entertained 
so great a friendship for her, that she had !Jbe1 ty to 
go wherever she pleased without the fairy Ser­
penta: and if she could bave forgot her mothr:r and 
C'Ountry, she might have let! a very happy life. She 
loved Elisa with a pas ion, of v. hich that oun,. 
person was deserving; for ber temper was so sweet, 
tt was impos~ible to forbear l:aviug an inclination 
for her. And ont: evening, '!l'hen it was very hot, 
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as they were walking in a grove of citrons some. 
distance from their tent, and the beauty of the­
night charmed them so much, that they could 
not resolve to retire early; they saw a woman 
coming towards them, with a handkerchief in her 
band, with which she dried up the tears which 
trickled fast down her 0heeks. So melancholy a. 
sight created pity in these young persons, who ad­
vanced both at the same time to ask her, •.vha,t; 
troubled her; but were prevented· by the frigh!J 
they were put in by a great dragon that sallied' 
out from behind a large bush, and Glasped the wo­
man about the neck, who, instead of being afraid, 
caressed him again; and she sitting down on the 
ground, he laid himself so tenderly by her, that 
Philonice, not doubing bLlt there was some mystery 
iu that form, approached, . to be informed of an 
adventure which inspired her with so much curio­
sity; when she heard that afflicted person, re­
doubling her tears, say to the dragon, 'How long, 
my de<t'r Philoxipus, shall I behold you so dilfe" 
rent from yourself? Will our cruel enemies never 
have done persecuting us? And ought they no t 
to be satisfied with the tears I have shed ! Or 
rather, when will that adorable princess, who is 
said to be born for the good of mankind, come and 
break our chains by destroying these hateful fairies; 
whose tyrannic power extends but too fa-r!' 

Philonice could not forbear fetching a sigh at 
this woman's discourse, who, turning her head to 
see from whence it came, and perceiving the prin­
cess, was afraid lest she might be one of the fairies, 
and therefore rose up to be gone. Philcmice ptr· 
ceiving her fright, and accosting her, said, 'Be 
not afraid, madam; we are unfortunate persons, 
and detained here as well as yourself, are sensibly 
con cerned at your complailltS; and if we ca,n com. 
fort you in your misfortunes, we'll do it with alJ, 
our l1earts.' 'It is somewhat extraordiuary, rna­
dum,' answered that beautiful person, 't'o ·fiu<i 

VOL. !l. R 
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here any one capable of compassion; for you are 

the first that I have met with for these five years, 

tbat I ha\·e been kept here by the fairies with my 

unhappy Philoxipus, pointing to the dragon.' 'I 

wish to Heaven!' replied the princess, 'that it was 

in my power to put an end to yo ur misfortunes; 

you should see 1 would not waste time in pitying 

you : but since that is all that r am able to do, re­

fuse me not that dull pleasure, and tell us by what 

cruel fate you was brought hither.' 'The story is 

now too long,' replied the stranger; 'our impla­

cab le enemies may take my too long abstnce ill: 

for they allow me but an hour in a day to see my 

]o\·ely dragon in, and that is a favour which I ob­

tained by my tears of the fairy . torpenta, who is 

the only one that is sensible of pity: but to-morrow 

at this time, I will satisfy your curiosity.' 1 hilo­

nite promised to meet her, and then left her to speud 

the small remaining time with her de<tr dragon. 

This obJect struck the young princess and her 

companion so deeply, that they could not sleep all 

that night; and the fairy Serpenta going into her 

chamber the next moruing, found her so much con­

cerned, that she asked her the reason of it. Phi­

lonice was too calltious to infonn her; but telling 

her she was not well, followed her to lhe palace, 

where all the fairies were assembled together. 

All that day ~he spent with impatience for the 

hour of rendezvous; whic.h drawing near, she took 

her leave of her imperious istresses, to meet with 

her dear Elis<L and the affl1cted lady : but fort<Jne 

prepared another adventure for her. Instead of 

t.akmg the path to the citron gro,·e, they follO\\ed 

another without observing it, which brought them 

upon a great terrace that overlooked the ,•alley , 

from whence they might behold <•ll the beautie, of 

nature. They were surpri ed to find that they had 

missed their path, and going the direct \lay from 

th nee to the grove, found on the turning of an 

alley a man laid at the foot of a ytw-tree, who 
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seemed to be asleep. This novelty made them 

stop: they hacl never seen any men there before; 

and the young Elisa, who had been kept there al­

most ever since she was born, asked the princess 

what creature it was; and spoke so loud, that the 

stranger waked, and arose with all precipitation at 

the sight of two such beautiful ladies; and seeing 

them about to run away, got before them, and 

stopped them: 'What, am I so unhappy,' said he, 

addressing himself to Philonice, whose natural 

beauty struck him, 'as to create in) ou any fear? 

And have you tbe cruelty to punish me, by leaving 

me in so much haste?' 'Vv'e are so little used,' re­

plied the princess, stopping, ' to see such persons, 

that -we are somewhat amazed. It may be danger­

ous for us to stay here now the night is so far ad­

vanced; for you undoubtedly know not the place 

you are in, since you slept so quietly. This is the 

abode of fairies, who will not forgive your entering 

here without tl!eir leave: therefore be gone imme­

diately, Jest you make trial of their anger; and let 

u go, fo r fear we should be taken for accomplices 

of your crime.' 'Alas, madam!' cried the stran­

ger, ' I regard not the fairies' power when in 

tl::tnger of losing you; for though this is the first 

time I ever saw you, I am very sen ible I can 

never leave you all my life: and was I to undergo 

the most severe punishments, which you seem to 

threaten me with, I cannot enough prai5e Heaven 

fur having separated me from my attendants, to 

show me a beauty so accomplished as you are. 

But w!,at demon, adverse to the pleasure of man­

ki111.i, keeps yon concealed in this place, unknown 

to mortals?' ' 'Tis my misfortune,' replied the 

princess, 'that I have been kept here several years.' 

' Ah! madam,' answered the stranger, ' if it is 

again&t your will that you are confined in this 

~ weet abode, you need hut command whither I 

~hall conduct you, and I'll do it at the hazard of 

111y life, without ;~sking any other recompense than 



364 TALES OF TilE FAIRIES. 

to spend the rest of my days at your feet.' 'No, 
generous stranger,' answered Philonice, 'I cannot 
accept of your obliging offers: you cannot deliver 
me out of their cruel hands; and I shall expose 
you in vain to danger. Only take care that they 
don't discover you: make haste to leave this place 
while it is in your power: take my advice this 
time, and fly, both for your own repose and mine.' 
And after these word , she took Elisa by the arm, 
and went away. The stranger could not re olve 
to retire from that fatal place till he knew the ha­
bitation of that beautiful person; and therefore 
followed her at a distance, ar:d ;aw her go into htr 
pavilion. lie gazed a long time, aud observed the 
place that containeu the lo,•ely obje('t of his grow­
ing passion; but fearing to be surprised by uay, 
he returned the same way he carne, without being 
perceiveu by the guards tltat were posted about the 
gardens. 

The princess all thi time had forgot the affli<:ted 
lady: the meeting with the stranger employed her 
thoughts all night, ant.! when day appeared she h'td 
not closed her eyes; the geutrosity with wLich he 
alTered to free her from her coufinerneut, had so 
filled her with acknowledgment: in hort, a violent 
passion had seizeu on her heart before she was s~:n­
sible of it. he spent all the day, as he had done 
the night, with liD unea ·mess she was quite a stran­
gt:r to; and when it was ni ght, Eli a put her in 
mind of the appointment she had made the night 
before; whither she led h~r, who all the wl!ile 
seemed regardless, till the presence of the aftlicted 
fair-one, whom she found vith her de<tr dragon, 
roused her out of her lelil <trgy . She made an apo­
logy for her not coming according as she prom bed; 
and then sitting down by her, begged of her lo gra­
tify her curiosity; which the stranger did without 
further entreaty in the>e word s. 

'l\Ty parent ,'said she, audres ing herself to Phi­
lonice, ' held a considtrable nnk in the court of 
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en'e of the most potent princes iu the world, and 

made it their greatest pleasure to deserve by their 

actions the honour of being born his subjects, a 

happiness envied by all the world. Never king 

was better beloved by sul>jects, and more feared by 

his enemies. Whenever he conquered new pro­

vinces, he had no occasion to augment his troops 

to keep them; for his new subjects, thinking them­

~elves happy under his government, would sacrifice 

their lh•es to support it. lie is the master of our 

hearts as well as fortunes, and the pleasure and 

~error of the world. He is a! ways ready to reward, 

slow to punish, and easy to forgive. But whither 

does my zeal for a prince so worthy of praise carry 

me, while. I wrong his worth by daring to speak of 

it? But to tell you my story, madam,' eontinued 

she, 'my mother had no other child but myself, 

and named me Cleonice. I was edu·cated with all 

possible care; and my easy disposition to learn 

what was taught me, made my iustruetors take a. 

plea-sure in me, and my parents dote on me. My 

mother was generally at an estate she had near to 

this fatal place; and one day, as she and. I were 

walking ablroad, she had a great desire to consult 

a famous as·trologer that lived hard by, in a solitary 

cave, concerning my fortune. Accordingly we went 

to him; and after he had east my nativity, he told 

us, that I should be very unhappy, till a princess, 

that Heaven had sent for the g0od of mankind, 

should come to dEstroy the power of those furies, 

who, under the name of faiJ·ies, were the terror of 

the whole world. 
'We returned very much dissatisfied with my ho­

roscope; and some time after, my father enter­

tained thoughts of marrying me to a son of his 

brother's, who was a -very handsome and accom­

plished young lord. 'l hough, to be plam with you, 

our inclinations had prevented the choice of our 

parents, we loved with great tenderness, and were 

~verjoyed to receive their commands to regard 
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each other as two persons that- were shortly to be 
united. We waited impatiently for the happy rlay, 
and when that 'came, thought nothing could disturb 
our felicity. But alas! how long ditl it last, and 
what deadly sorrows have we since undergone! 
Scarce had we enjoyed four months together, but 
Philoxipus, my dear husband, being informed that 
a monstrous dragon laid all our lands waste by the 
daily murders he committed on men and beasts, 
ordered his sen•ants to be ready the next morning, 
to go with him to assist his tenants to kill this 
monster. I did what I could to dissuade him 
against it; but all my tears and entreaties were to 
no purpose. He went out by brelt.k of clay; and 
notwithstanding he forbid me, I followed, and 
would attend him in that fatal enterprise. We 
soon got to this dragon's den, which was in the 
midst of a thick forest; where our people letting 
fly their arrows and jaYelins, provoked him so 
much, that he came towards Philoxipus, and with 
frightful hissings and extended wings flew upon 
him, when my husband stepping backwards, and 
taking his opportunity, pierced his heart with his 
sword; but at the same time, oppressed with the 
monster's weight, fell under him, and was covered 
all over with his venomous blood. But, 0 hea­
vens! l10w great was my surprise, when, going to­
wards my dear husband, I saw him chaucred into 
the shape of the same mon~ter he had destroyed, 
and, crawling on the earth, bend his cour e to this 
place. I followed him with all his tenants, who 
were all but me restrained by an invisible power 
from entering these gardens; and what has become 
of them since I know not. For my part, a troop of 
fairies received me with terrible menaces, to re­
venge ou us the death of a monster that was so dear 
to them; and without suffering me to see the inno­
cent victim of their rage any more, forced me to go 
in that pavilion you see, and there abandoned me 
to my despair . What tears ha>e I shed since that 
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fatal moment! At last the fairy Serpenta, more 

sensible of pity than her sisters, comp'lssionating 

my misfortune, after four years' imprisonment, al­

lows me to be an hour in a night with the unfor­

tunate Philoxipus, who spends his miserable days 

under this bush, in exrectation of the time when 

he may mix his horrid hissings with my sighs. And 

if death was in our power, we should have put 

an end to our misfortunes long ago, having no 

other prospect but in the weak hopes of the astrolo­

ger's prediction.' 
Here Cleonice finished her relation with a tar. 

rent of tears, that flowed from her beautiful eyes. 

' How sensible am I of your misfortunes,' said Phi­

lonice, embracing her; ' and how much I compas­

sionate poor Philoxipus! I wish it was in my 

power to make you both happy! It would l.Je a 

pleasure to me to see you in your former state of 

bliss, and enjoy with you the presence of your 

king, for whom, though I am not his subject, you 

have inspired me with respect.' 'You are in all 

things so obliging, madam,' replied Cleonice, ' that 

I know not how to return your favours. But I 

must now, the hour is almost expired, think of re­

tiring; otherwise Serpenta, di3pleased at my long 

absence, will punish me severely.' The princess 

told her, she should be sorry to increase her mis­

fortunes, instead of assuaging them, and after that 

they parted. 
In the mean time, the stranger found his retinue 

again at day-break, and went and lodged at a vil­

lage a small distance from the fairy palace, in hopes 

of finding a way into those gardens, lo see Philo­

nice once more. With this design, after dinner, he 

took horse again, attended only by one gentleman, 

and made a tour round that en chan led place. A11d 

knowing the princess's pavilion again, fetched a 

deep ~igh, <>.nd Jn a kind of ecstasy cried out, 'Be­

hold the place which conceals the g1 catest beauty 

Jl) the world!' and then observed the moH cm)v~-
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nient place for him to get in: aud at night, leaving 
his servant with bis horses, to wait for him at a 
small distance off, went thither directly, and got 
into the great path that !eel to Philouice's tent; 
but n'Ot daring to go into it, hid himself in a little 
thicket hard by. He had not been there long be­
fore he saw Eli"a and her come out, taking their 
walk towards him. lie went ami. met them with 
aU precipitation, and was at her feet almost before 
she percei,·ed him. ' Why,' said she, starting 
back, ' do you come again, to expose yourself to 
those misfortunes I told you of?' 'Alas! madam,' 
replieu the stra11ger, ' there are none so great to 
me as the bting deprived of seeing you, after my 
eyes had been once so much blessed . "itnes , ye 
divine powers, how much I have endured since yes­
terday, in the cruel apprehensions of not finding 
you again! Therefore, charming lady, envy me not 
the pleasure of seeing you: my love asks it with 
all ardour, with which it inflames my heart. Be 
not afraid l shall be discovt:ted, I have found out 
a safe way; and if my presence can be as pleasing 
to you as yours is delightful to me, I may visit you 
every nia:ht, and tell you all the tenderne>s my vio­
lent passiou inspires roe with. But, adorable fair­
one, you give me no answer: perhaps you did 
not hear what I said.' 'Indeed,' replied the prin­
cess, '1 am in so much pain for fear we ~hou ld be 
found here, and at the same time so desirous to 
grant what you ask, that I know not what to do.' 
'Hear me,' said he, ' and banish all your fe·•rs.' 
'Well then,' replied r.he, '1 must believe you.' 
And presenting him her hand to raise him up, led 
him and .Elisa to a little box in the midst of the 
grove; and having r.h ut the door, they all three sat 
down on a crimson vel vet carpet, where the prin­
cess seemed earnest to know who he was, and what 
brought him to that abode of the fa iries. 

The stranger, to satisfy her, said h is name was 
.Ana"ander; that he was the son of a most power-
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ful prince, who from his infancy hall designed t() 

marry him to a daughter of his own sister, who had 

m:trried a neighbouring prince; and that while 

they were treating about this alliance, the young 

princess 'vas taken away as she was walking out 

with her mother. ' Alas!' cried Philonice, no 

longer able to conceal herself, ' you now behold 

that unhappy princess, whom the fairies forced 

away from her mother, and transported hither, 

without ever informing me what they design to do 

with me.' ' How!' answered Anaxander, in amaze. 

ment, ' are you the Philonice designed for me, for 

the loss of whom I have grieved so much?' 'Yes, 

undoubtedly I am,' replied the princess. ' Ah ! 

then, my princess, I am not surpristd at the eJTect 

you had upon my heart the first time I saw you. 

None but the adorable Philonice could have 

wounded it so deeply; and certainly the gods, the 

protectors of my ancestors, conducted me hither, 

that I might enjoy the pleasure of seeing and ador­

ing you.' 'I was as much embarrassed as you,' 

answered Philonice, blushing,' at the esteem which 

I could not help entertaining for a man I had neve1· 

beheld before; so much the nearness of blood spoke 

in my heart.' ' Ah ! madam,' said the prince, 

' th~lt's cruel, not to let me think it the effect of 

inc lin ation.' 'That we'll tal k of another time,' said 

t he p:- incess, smiling. 'But tell me some 11ews of 

my mother.' ' The princess your mother,' said 

Ana xander, 'in despair for losing you, is not to be 

comforted, though it is so long since you have been 

away, but leads a very melancholy life. And for 

my part, madam,' continued he, ' seeing that 1ny 

father, when all Europe be~ides was in war, li ved 

in peace, I got his leave to make a campaign "ith 

a neighbouring prince. With this intent 1 left my 

father's dominions, and crossing this kingdom, ar­

rived that night that you found me on the terrace 

in a large fore8t abounding with a humlred diJTe1 ent 

tracks, that led as many several ways; aud l1 id lh g 

Rz · 
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faster than my attendants, and they taking a wrong 
road, were separated from me, which I knew no­
thing of till night had overtaken me. But per­
ceiving by the moon-light a gate unguarded, I 
alighted from off my horse, tied him to a tree, and 
came into these gardens, the beauties of which ra­
vished my senses. I admired a long time from off 
the terrace the varieties of the valley, antl at length, 
weary with my journey, laid me down, and fell 
asleep. But, 0 heavens! how agreeably was I 
awakened by your presence, and coucerned when 
you left me! I was resolved to see you again, 
·whatever the consequence might be: I followed 
you to your tent, and afterwards retiring, found my 
attendants. 

' From that moment my thoughts were employed 
about seeking you out, and, thanks to my good for­
tune, I have found you; and nothing uow is want­
ing to complete my happiness, if my adorable prin­
cess will but listen to me favourably: consider, too 
charming Philonice, how much you are o~liged to 
it, both by the will of your parents, who destined 
us for each other from our infancy, and that of the 
gods, who seem to explain thems~lves by this mi­
raculous meeting; and sure my ardent passion 
may merit some return.' 

'I own,' replied Philonice, 'that my mother com­
manded me to receive you as a man designed for 
my husband. But, prince, my fortune is much al­
tered : I depend no longer on a lender mother: I 
am in the power of fairies, who will not let me 
follow the dictates of my own inclination. Should 
I answer your tenderness, you would be but the 
more ufll;lappy. Think rather of forgetting me: 
follow the first de~ign that brought you hither, and 
come uo more into this unfortunate abode.' 'llow 
can my princess believe,' replied the prince, 'that 
1 am able to follow the advice you give me, to 
leave you, and forget you? 'o, my dear Philonice, 
think not that I have any other business but to see 
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and adore you. 'Tis in vain for you to endea­

vour to frighten me with the power of the fairies: 

they cannot hinder me from seeing you, if you per­

mit me. You need but meet me every evening in 

thi s grove, with that lovely maiden,' pointing to 

Elisa, 'and take no further care for me: I can con­
ceal myse lf from the eyes of all the world, if you 

:-uffer me but sometimes to gaze on yours.' 'You 

&hall resolve on that to-morrow at this time,' re­

plied Elisa, finding that Philonice made no answer; 

'for it is time we retire to-night, for fear our con· 

duct should be suspected.' 'What's that you have 

engaged for us, Elisa?' said the princess suddenly. 

'Ah! madam,' interrupted the prince, 'don't refuse 

me the favour the charming Elisa grants me: if 

you' do, I c:.nuot leave this place, whatever misfor­

tunes may happen.' 'Well then,' said Philonice, 

'Jet to-morrow I.Je the last time.' After these words 

she left Anaxander, who durst not reply; but lea,•. 

ing the deferring of so cruel a sentence to the next 

day, went to fmd his gentleman and horses. 
On the other hand, the fairy Gerpenta met Phi­

Janice going to her lAtVllion, and asked her, where 

sLe had bc<:n so late? The young princess at first 

trernl>led at the severity of the manner she spoke 

to her; but soon recovering herself, told her, she 

had met with Cleonice, whose afflictions raised in 

her so much compassion, that she could not resolve 

to leave that miserable lady sooner. After that, 

she told her Cleonice's whole story; and pursuing 

the discourse, desired h!\r not to take it ill if she 

spent her evenings with that unhappy person. Ser­

penta, touched with the mi~fortunes of Cleouice, 

gave her consent, provided she took care not to let 

any of her sisters see her. Philonice than keel th.e 

fairy, and bidding l:er good night, went to bed, but 

not without some di~course with Elisa about the 

fright they were in. The next day they spent in 

contriving how to keep the prince from being dis­

covered, for they were apprehensive Jest he should 
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be met by some of those fairies, e.ither when he 
was coming into or going out of those gardens; 
and at last they concluded, thnt they must never 
~ee him again, or keep him in an arbour, or the 
little hut in the gro\'e . After they had concerted 
these measures, they went in the eveniug to the 
plRce of rendezvous, where they found Anaxander, 
to whom the princess told the fright she had been 
in, meeting Serpenta; and then took an opportunity 
to tell him, that tlley might no longer run the ha­
zard of being discovered, and he must come no 
more into so dangerous a place. 

Anaxander hearkened to this discourse with im­
patience, and as soon as she had done speaking, 
said, 'I see very well, madam, that you repent of 
the favours you ba\'e &hown me; that you, insen­
~ible of the miseries I shall endure by not seeing 
you, would abandon me to the most terrible itfllic­
tion. Yes, erne! maid, you may deprive me of the 
liberty of seeing you, but cannot hinder me from 
inhabiting the same places you do, from breathing 
the same air, and seeing you sometimes pass by 
me: perhaps Elisa will not be sn hard-hearted, s!Je 
will hear my complaints, and recei\·e my last 
sighs.' 'The princess,' replied Elisa, with a sim. 
plicity with which the prince was very much pleas­
ed, 'is so far fr01n not having a design to sec you, 
that we have resolved that you shall not stir oul of 
this grove; I'll take upon myself the care of fur­
nishing you with whate,'er is necessary for the sup­
port ot' life, and we will come aud visit you as 
often as we can.' 'Ah !' replied Auaxander, 'how 
much am I obliged to you, my dear Elisa, for giving 
me this proof of Philonice's kindness! And how, 
lovely prince s, could you talk to me in so cruel a 
manner? What, had you a mind to make trial of 
my tenderness, and to see if your presence was 
dear to me?' 'Indeed,' said Philonice, 'I am so 
much concerned for fem of being found out, that I 
no sooner resolve on a thin~ but I presently repent 
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of it. The idea of the implacable rage of the fai­

ries, which is always present in my thoughts, 

frightens me so much, that I fancy every moment 

that you are a wolf, lion, or some other terrible 

creature, and that I am following you as the me­

lancholy Cleonice does her dear dragon.' 'Now, 

my princess,' cried Anaxander, 'the fairies may do 

what they will with me; after those words pro­

nounced from your fair mouth, death itself is wel­

come. 'Indeed,' said the princess, blushing, 'those 

words have escaped my lips before I was aware; 

but since my heart hath expressed itself with so 

much tenderness, I repent not, if you will but de­

serve those advantageous sentiments.' 

Anaxander swore a thousand times to his beloved 

Philonice, to adore her always with the same ar­

dour, whatever difficulties might arise in the pur­

suit of his passion. After this tliey resolved, that 

he should stay some days in the summer-house in 

the grove; and for fear Cleonice, not being inform­

ed that she had told Serpenta she was her sister r 

should Jet a word slip, Philonice went to her, and 

returned to call on Elisa, whom she left with the 

prince, from whom they soon parted, and retired to 

their tent, where having no desire to sle~p, they 

entered into a conversation relating to whatever 

had happened. 
Among all the living creature.:; that the fairy 

Serpenta had given the princess, there was an ape, 

that had been a young beautiful lady, and one of a 

pleasant wit, but malicious, and above all, excelled 

iu mimicking. It happened one day, as this lady 

was walking out with some of her companions, she 

saw at a distance an old woman coming towards 

them, who had something so indolent and slow in 

her motion, that she took a distaste against her, 

and imitated her so well, that she set all the com­

pany laughing; though it proved to her own cost. 

'l'l1e old woman, who was one of the fairies of this 

place, to vunish her, chau~ed her immediately into 
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an ape, and transported her to this new abode; 
where, under that new form, she still preserved 
her natural envious and malicious temper: and 
when the fairy Serpenta made a present of her to 
the princess, she ordered her to observe every thing 
she did, and gave her the liberty of her speecb 
when she had any thing to tell her. 

'lhis mischievous ape had concei,·ed a mortal 
batred against Philonice, and waited with impa­
tience for an opportunity to exercise her tongue; 
and having heard the princess·s and Elisa's con­
versation, she thought be had enough to satisfy 
her malice. As soou as she saw the fairy erpenta 
come into the tent the next day, she made a ~ign 
to her, that she wanted to speak to her, upon which 
the fairy went lo her; and she told her that she 
lmew a great deal, but could not tell her before 
Philonice. 'l"he fairy told her she would come 
~gain in the evening, when the princess was gone 
out; but bid her be s ure not to tell her any lies, 
for if she did, she would punish her more severely 
than her sister had done. 

V\'hen it was night, Eli sa carried the prince 
~omethiug to eat, and the princess went to the 
grove of citrons; and the fairy in the mean time, 
curious to know what the ape h ad to say, went 
directl y to the pavilion, where that mi chievous 
imp gave her an account of all she had heard those 
young creatures talk of, and told her, tha t he sa w 
Elisa loaded with eatables, which she told Philo. 
nice she was going to carry to a princ·e. Away 
went the faity at this news to the citron grove, 
very much enraged against th~ prince s, to see if 
the ape spoke truth, and determined to find out 
the mystery; and just as sh~ had parted from leo­
n ire, found her, anu followed her to the · nmm~r­
house in the grove. There she was soon informed 
of what she wanted to kuow; for the prince no 
sooner saw Philonice, bu"t he told her heW?." ready 
to die with impatience to see her again; that he 
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tould not live under that hard restraint; and that 

if she had any kindness for him, she would con­

sent that he should deliver ht-r from those barba­

rous furies, and conduct her to her mother, who 

had languished many years for the grief of losing 

beL 'For my part,' said Elisa, 'I think you ought 

not to refuse to follow a prince, who was destined 

for you by those who had a right of disposing of 

you, since he w-omises to deliver you from this 

confinement, and carry you to your mother. 'But 

Elisa,' replied Philonice, 'do you think that I dote 

so much upon this unh::tppy abode, and that I 

would not accept of Anaxander's proposals, if I 

thought them feasible?' 'Ah! cruel fair,' inter­

rupted the prince, ' 'tis only your unwillingness 

renders them impossible; I have vainly flattered 

myself with having a part in your heart; you have 

sucked in with time the barbarity of these devils in 

the ohapes of women, and with joy will behold my 

death, since you will not consent to my just pro­

posals.' ' Well then,' said the princess, '1'11 follow 

you, whatever happens; but when the thunder fal ls 

upon you, remember that it will not be in my power 

to secure you.' 
The fairy could not bear this discourse any 

longer, but appeared as the princess had done 

speaking, who, as well as Elisa, was ready to die 

with fear. 'What could make thee so bold, auda­

cious youth,' said she, addressing herself to Anax­

ander, 'to come to this place without our leave, 

and to be so v::tin as to think to take this princess 

away from us? Dost thou believe that we have 

educated her with so much care for thee? Nat­

withstanding all thy fme projects, thou shalt never 

see her more; therefore be gone immediately, for 

fear I punish thee more severely.' 'Alas! cruel 

fairy,' replied Anaxander, 'what punishment can 

be so horrible as to deprive me of the sight of my 

princess? If ever you have been sensible of pity 1 

sho w it UClW1 by favouring two hearts \m4ted by 
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love, and restoring me Philonice.' 'I own,' replied 
the fairy, 'if I was mistress of that princess's fate, 
I would gra nt you what you desire; for my heart, 
more inclinable to pity than to punish, would ea­
sily forgive thee a, crime of which love made thee 
guilty: but, i\naxander, I am only the priucess's 
guardian; she is a trust reposed in me by my si>­
ters, and I must take a special care of what they 
commit to my charge: therefore once more I say, 
retire and lea\·e this princess in quiet, if thou 
wouldst not create her new mis"ortunes.' 

'Take no care of me, madam,' replied Philonice, 
emboldened by the fairy's goodness, 'if you deprive 
me of seeing Anaxander.' ' But I'hilonice,' an­
swered the fairy,' don't you dread my anger, when 
you make so open a confession; wl1at's become of 
that obedience you promised to show to my will'' 

I '1 coufcss, madam,' replied the princes~,' 1 de en•e 
all your auger; I acknowledge my fault, but cannot 
repent: th e commands of a mother I love, and my 
inclination, which attaches me to this prince, may 
perhaps stand for a sufficient excuse to you, 1f you 
would but follow the dictates of your own heart. 
Ah! ·madam, all the unfortunate per:,on~ in this 
place have found the effects of your compassion, 
and shall 1 be tile only unhappy per on among 
them i' 'It is not in my power,' .aid tile fairy,' to 
give you to this prince, since you are desi!!ned for 
another.' ' IIow !' cried l'hilonice, ' de>igutd for 
an(Jther! -o, madalll 1 th at's in "a in; you may in­
flict on me the most nuel punishments, unt canuot 
be m~>tress of my will.' 'Ah! my uear princess,' 
said Ana~:ander, 'how much am I obliged to you 
for so much goodness! 'Tis I, my princ ,s, who 
must dtliver you from this tyranny, and w1ll pun­
i h with death the per:son for whom they dts!gn 
you, were he guarcletl by all the furies; for no 
pt:r on shall rosses Philoni<·e, anu I live.' 'Alas!' 
sa1u Eli5a, who had not yet ::-poke, 'thest menaces 
only provoke the good fairy; rather implore her 
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powerful aid : she expects only your obedience to 

allay your misfortunes. If she cannot render you 

altogether happy, yet her heart is not void of emo­

tions of tendevness for that channing princess; 

make nse of it, and depend upon my worrl you will 

not be long in·sensible of the effects of her compas­

sion.' 'Farewell, Anaxander,' said Philonice, hold· 

ing out her hand, ' let us belie\'e Elisa, and yield 

to our fate, since we cannot do otherwise.' The 

prince took hold of the princess's hand, and kissed 

it in so great a transport, that he had almost 

disarmed Serpenta; who, that they might not per­

-cei\re her sentiments, which she endeavoured to 

conceal as much as possible, pulled Philonice by 

the arm very roughly, and made her go into her 

tent, leaving the poor prince in the most deplorable 

state imaginable. He followed his dear princess 

with his eyes as far as he could, when Elisa made 

a sign to him to stay where he was, and she would 

come and bring him some news. 

ln the mean time, the fairy Serpenta shut Phi­

Ionice into· her tent, with orders not to stir out till 

she came again; and without saying what she fur­

ther resolved to do, left her. But 0 heave.n! how 

miserable was that poor pl'incess's condition! Elisa 

could not comfort her in the least; the imagina­

tion ouly of being married to some monster, put 

her into so horrid a despair, that she could scarce 

breathe for 5ighing and sobbing, and in that melan. 

choly manner spent the whole night. As soon as 

it was day, the fairy came into her room; 'Philo­

nice,' said she, 'I have done what I could to get 

my sisters to consent to give you your liberty; I 

have boasted of your lover's merit, and told them, 

that it was a good action to restore a princess to 

her mother, and to endow you with all the gifts 

that lay in our power, that you had never dis­

pleased us, and it was unjust to force a princess 

to stay with us against her inclination: but all my 

remonstrances were in vain. They told me, they 
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had taken yo u away on purpose to bestow yon 
upon the king of monsters, and ordered me to pre­
pare yo u fo r it.' 'Alas! madam,' said Philonice, 
'you shall soone r prepare me for death than that 
fatal marriage! 'V'hat will become of poor Anax­
ander, if he never sees me more?' '1 can let you 
see that prince again,' replied the fairy; ' but as it 
is not in my power to bestow you upon him, that 
indulgence will but make you the more miserable; 
therefore resolve sooner to oLey my sisters, than to 
love a prince, whose you can never be while we 
have power.' 'Sure,' cried Philonice, ' it cannot 
last long; for Heaven, wearied with so much in­
justice, will not a lways abandon unhappy mortals 
to the cruel tyranny of your barbarous sisters. I 
see, 1 see,' cried she in a prophetic manner, ' that 
adorable princess promised by the gods, coming to 
loose our chains, and reduce your sisters' power 
only to find out new inventions to embellish this 
place. l\lethinks I behold tho e furies turning 
great wheels in a river hard by, to furnish this en­
chanted palace and gardens with water; and by 
their bitter yells and cries, more horrible than 
those of the unfortunate person~ they changed into 
wild beasts, they make all that pass by think hell 
broken l()ose. But for you, madam,' continued the 
princess, ' who never consented to the mischiefs 
your wicked sisters have done in the world, you 
shall not be one of their number; the princess 
knows as well how to reward as punish: b~ will 
distinguish you from lhe rest, by committing these 
beautiful gardens to your care, where you will en.' 
joy the happmess of her august presence, and be 
caressed by her, while your sisters repent, but too 
late, of all their cruelties.' 

Serpenta hearkened to this discourse of the prin­
cess with amazement, and wa~ sensible she was 
iu ~ pired by some divinity, because that prophecy 
was written at the begiuuing of tl1eir empire; but 
thne wa no other mention made of l,l11: •tme, only 
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that it should come to pass in the reign of a most 

powerful and victorious prince; and though they 

saw that prince perform the most surprising things, 

and obtain the greatest victories, yet they still flat­

tered themselves he was not the person meant by 

the oracle, and that that day whHeon a princess 

should be born who would prove fatal to their em­

pire, was not yet arrived. But the fairy finding 

all these things confirmed by Philonice, perceived 

that their ruin was nigh at hand, and resolved to 

inform her sisters of it, that they might consult 

how to avoid the impending danger; but in the 

mean time, told tht princess, that she did not take 

her words for a prophecy, but rather looked upon 

them as the effect of her 1·age, telling her, that 

their power had been of long continuance, and 

would last to the end of the world. After that, 

she prom ised to use her utmost endeavours to 

make her happy, aud assured her that, if she could 

not obtain any thing of her sisters, that while she 

was under her care she would give her the oppor­

tunity of seeing the prince; and then left her, to 

go and acquaint the other fairies with what had 

happened, wJJo were all frightened, and the more, 

because the fairy Envy told them, that having a 

mind to change a prince that had displeased her 

into a bear, she could not do it. The fairy Ran­

cour also complained, that she could not do all 

the mischief she wished ; and in short, in their 

fear for the destruction of their empire, they con­

sulted their magic book, and found Philonice's pro­

phecy to IJe very true. Enraged at their hard fate, 

which they saw draw so nigh, they redoubled their 

crndlies, of which Philonice, we may believe, had 

her share. They immediately sent Serpenta for her, 

and loading her with injuries, told her she must 

prepare to marry the husband they had provided 

for her the next day; and ordered Serpenta to 

Jhow her her spouse in tht icy hall. 

The fairy, for fear of provoking her sisters more, 
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took the princess by tbe hand, and carried her 
into the hall, where the prince of monsters waited 
for her. He was like the Polyphemus of the potts, 
but he had a hog's snout, which rendered his \'Oice 
so very terrible, that poor Philonice was ready to 
die away with fear, when he asked her if she would 
consent to marry him. And when the princess 
with tears told him, she should prefer death a 
thousand times hefore him, the monster, without 
bein~ the least moYed by them, no more than the 
hateful fairies before him, told her she must make 
him amends for the torments he had endured, aud 
think soon of obeying him; and then went from 
her without the least emotion of pity. Serrenta 
carried her back again to her tent, more like a 
dead corpse than a living person, and not knowing 
how to comfort her, conveyed the prince to her in 
a tllick cloud, and dissolving that vapour, led him 
close to her, sayiug, ' I have brought Anax:ander 
here to you, concert your measures together:' and 
then ltft them. 

The prince was transported with joy to see his 
princess again, but could not guess what made her 
so insensible of all his endearing expre~ ion~, and 
to be in tears. Elisa bore her company in this 
melancholy, insomuch that hE: could not get one 
word out of E:;ther of tl em. '"Why,' my princess,' 
said Anaxander, 'will you not tell me the cause of 
thos~ tears? I tlaltered m · elf, that my presence 
might have somewhat allayed your misfortunes, 
and that the pleasure of knowing all the love you 
ha,•e inspired me with, might s u pend your grief: 
do you believe that I am less concerned? Yet, 
('harmed at the opportunity 1 have of swearing a.n 
eternal constancy to you, whatever I must suffer 
to de erve you, still the joy of seeing you again 
out-balances all my sorrows; and if you loved me, 
J>hilonice, with the same passion I do you, my pre­
sence would have the same etTect on your heart.' 
'Ah! cruel prince,' rep lieu the princess, ' do not 
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complete my misery by your reproaches; you know 

but too well the value I have for you, but are ignoo. 

rant of all our misfortunes. The fairy Serpenta. 

would have had her barbarous sisters consent to 

our happiness; but they, infle<Cible to her entreaties-, 

are resolved to give me to a frightful monster, 

whom they acknowledge for their king; and can 

you now want to know the cause of my crying? 

Ah! my dear Anaxander, the source will be dried 

up, and these belli5h furies feeding on my tears, 

will not let roe put an end to them by death. The 

compassionate Serpenta has told me she can do no 

more for us than to give us the sad pleasure of 

complaining together for the last time.' 'Ah! ma­

dam,' cried the prince, ' you will not deserve all 

her favours, if you don't make a right use of them: 

I know very well the meaning of her last words, 

and the misfortunes prepared for us. Did not she 

say, I will go and fetch the prince, that you may 

concert your measures with him? 'What do you 

think, madam, are the measures I should advise 

you to take? Can you believe that she, knowing 

my love for you, hopes I will persuade you to give 

yourself to the king of monsters? No. madam, she 

means that you should follow the advice I gave 

you in the summer-house in the grove, and that 

while you are free, and your keeper opens the pri. 

son-doors, you should go away: have a care that 

it is not too late; make use of those precious mo­

ments given you, they quickly glide away, and will 

never come again.' 'Alas! madam,' said Elisa, 

seeing the princess unresolved what to do, ' why do 

you stay here? The fairy will undoubtedly con­

ceal us in our flight, and we shall meet with no 

obstacle in our way to the princess your mother.' 

'Alas! how vainly do you flatter yourself,' replied 

the disconsolate princess, ' to believe it so easy a 

matter to avoid the ill fate which pursues me!' 

• But,' said Elisa, ' can you be more unhappy? and 
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what risk do you run in taking our advice?' 
' Well then,' said the princess, 'let us go; but yet 
remember, Anaxantler, that I am doing what I 
should not do, in taking ~ou for my ('uicie.' ' ~ou 
shall have no cau e, madam,' replied the prince, 
'to complain; love shall be responsible for all.' 

After thb discourse, Elisa went and fetched what 
jewels they had; and they all three went out of 
the pavilion to hide themselves in the gt·o\·e tilt 
night, but were very much surp1 ised to see them­
selves surrouudetl by the same thick cloud whtch 
concealed the !Jrince: aud not doubting but that 
Serpenta favoured their retreat, and ha\•ing no oc­
casion to wait till ni ght, followed Anaxander, who 
pur;,ued his old path. \' hen it was dark, and they 
were got out of Sl!!ht of the ~ardens, the fairy Ser­
penta came to tl1em, and ordered them to trayel 
always by nip,ht, and to make all the haste they 
could into their own territories, ~snring them, 
that as soon as they wP.re witl, in them, they were 
out of the fairies' power, and of all things to be­
ware of day-li~ht. 

After this kind advice the fairy took her lea,·e, 
and they went forward; and the prince soon after 
perceiving a great number of horsemen making to­
wards them, began to be under some apprehen­
sions; but that fear was soon removed, when he 
found them to be his gentleman and attendant , 
who told him, they were sent Lo meet l11m by a 
man who bronght a letter from him, which they 
were all sensible W?.S another mark of the fairy's 
care. They all immediately mounted horses, and 
leaving the great roau, went before day-break to 
the !ir; t habitation they fouud, where the prince, 
for fea-r .l:'hilonice's ueaul • might discover them, 
obli..,ld htr and Elisa to put on man's apparel. 
At night they took horse a~am, and travelled with 
all expedition pos~ible; aud this they did through- . 
out their journey, the princess's desire making her 
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support the fatigue with great resolution, though 

at the same time Anaxander was in great pain for 

his dear Philonice, les t she should fall sick. 

In this manner they go t within a night's journey 

of home. The hopes of being in safety gave new 

life to the whole troop. Never were any people 

more gay and merry, they could talk of nothing 

but the happiness they should enjoy. ' What a 

pleasure will it be to me,' said the princess, 'to see 

my mother again! 0 heavens! how charmingly 

shall we spend our days! I see already the beacons, 

in a little time we shall be out of d:mger.' 'Would 

to Heaven we were,' replied Elisa ; ' but me thinks 

I hear some noise behind us : too desirous of reach­

ing home, we have tra\·elled too late, for see day 

appears, and that was forbid us by Serpenta. Here­

upon tbe prince listening, and hearing a great noise 

of men and horses, began to be uneasy, anu made 

the princess and Elisa go somewhat before, with 

some of his re.tinuto to defend them, while the rest 

stayed wit.h him. Philonice would not leave him; 

but upon his protestations to overtake her as soon 

as be knew who they were, she at last consented. 

But before she had got far, tht prince perceived a 

great body of monstrous men, and the king of mon­

sters at their head, ''ho having been informed of 

P.hilonice's escape, had pursued her with all haste, 

to punish her for sli ghting his alliance, with the 

fairy Rancour on one s ide of him, exasperating him 

against thal beautiful princess. 

As soon as the prince saw this frightful troop, 

he put himself iuto a posture of defence; which 

the fairy Rant;our observing, advanced first. 'See 

lhere,' said she to t.he king of monsters, ' Philo­

uires lover, whom my sister Serpenta would have 

persuaded us to prefer before you; be a witne~s 

of the revenge l'll take of him.' In saying these 

word s, she touched Anaxander with her wand, but 

all in vain, her magic had no force, and the prince 

was nevertheless able to fight with those monsters, 
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who, though they had boars' beads, yet their bodies 
were of human shape. The fairy swelling with rage, 
left the. prince instantly, venting a thou~and curses 
upon him, and flew directly after the princess, who 
sha knew was goue oefore, and overtook her, when 
she thought she had nothing to fear; and catching 
hold of her delicate hair, lifted her up into the air, 
and returning back with her to the place where 
Anaxander was fighting with that monstrous troop, 
stopped just over his head, and raising her voice, 
cried out,' See, prince, my power is not always re. 
strained ; forbear that unprofitable combat, the de­
livery of this fugitive princess out of my hands will 
lie a mort glorious enterprise for you: and you, 
prince of monsters,' continued she, ' lea,·e that un­
happy wretch; your reveu ge will be greater in giv­
ing him his life than by putting au end to his mis­
fortunes by a speedy death.' 

pou these word; the ftght immediately ceased, 
for the prince at the :;inht of Philonice fell into a 
swoon, with the grief of not being able to as jst 
her; and when he came to himself a<Tain, saw uot 
one of the monster-, who all went away as soon as 
they saw that the fairy J{ancour had got Philonice 
in her power. She transpot ted her back to the 
fairy abocle, and carrying her into a vaulted hall 
of their palace, where all the fairies were assem­
bled to ::;ether; ' Behold here, sisters,' said Raucour, 
' that gui lty fugiti,·e, wl1o left us to follow a rash 
youth, whom I have puni:;heJ for his in-olence; she 
must be made an e1:ample of, that a ll who shall dcre 
displease us may trem!Jie at the mentioning of her 
punishment.' ''re l"a"e her to you,' answered all 
the fairies, ' sl e i your prize, and you may reven!;e 
·o ur~elf on that ungrateful princess.' 'That task 

!>huuld be mine,' said tht king of monsters, 'J pre­
tend to be master of her fate, since you gave her 
me when she was twelve years old.' The fairies 
a::rced that the king was in the right, and that they 
(·ould 11ot dispose of the princess; llancour con-
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sented with reluctancy, thou gh with the hopes 
that the prince of monsters would be as cruel as 
herself. ln short, the poor victim was delh,ered to 
him, and he, without being in the least mo\·ed with 
her tears and complaints, · hurried hu away to a 
frightful den; where he told her, if she would 
marry him, he would forgive her flight, and make 
her the queen of monsters, and mistress of all his 
treasures. The princess told him, that the only 
thing that could induce her to arcep-t of such a 
p1·oposition would be to find out a way to deliver 
herself of him; and therefore desired him -to be sa­
tisfied with making her as miserable as he could, 
without -her own consent. 'Well then,' said he, 
'since thou wilt be so, thou shalt:' and with that, 
carrying her down steps below that dreadful den, 
and opening a gale, sho,ved her a large grassy 
plain, watered by a dear brook, and bounded by a. 
rock, to which he fastened her by a long chain, 
and driving some monsters of all kinds out of his 
stables, told her, that since she would not be their 
queen she must be their shepherdess; and th~tt to 
have them at her command, she needed but to 
touch them with a,. crook he gave her, and after­
wards left this poor unhappy princess so frighten­
ed that she would have raised pity in a heart of 
stone; who, whenever she saw those creatures 

coming near, she cried and shrieked out, and keep­
ing close to the rock, made use of her crook to put 
them off. · · 

In the mean time, the unhappy Anaxander was 
in the utmost despair, not knowing which way to 
follow his Philonice i when Elisa returning as soon 
as the princess was taken from her, came' to him. 
'Ah! my dear Elisa.,' said he, 'where shall I find 
my princess again?' 'Without doubt,' said Elisa, 
' she is rarried back again to the fairy abode, and 

perhaps, by the means of the fairy Serpenta, I may 
see her, and let he;r know that you surv1ved the 

combat with the monsters.' ' Alas!' said the. 
VOL. 11. S 
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prince, ' certainly it had been better that I had 
died, than to live incapable of serving Philonice.' 
'Follow me,' replied Elisa, ' and I hope we may 
once more see that lovely princess.' After this 
they clapped spurs to their horses, and with an in­
credible speed reached the fairy abode in a few 
days; and when it was night, went by the old way 
into the gardens, where they found Serpenta, who 
told Anaxander, that her barbarous sisters, as soon 
as Rancour had delivered Philonice into their cruel 
hands, ga,·e her to the king of monsters. 'Ah ! 
compassionate fairy,' cried the prince, • can you let 
so "Charming a person suffer? And will you not 
afford me the means of dying at her feet, if I can­
not free her from her unhappy fate?' ' It is not in 
my power to change her destiny,' said tl1e fairy, 
• nor in yours; but the time will come when she 
shall be happy. All that I can do for you now, is 
to conduct you aml Elisa to the place where she 
passes away her tedious days, in the shape of some 
monster, for fear the king of that subterraneoui 
abode should know you.' Whereupon touchiug 
them with her wand, they immediately became cen­
taurs; and then giving them a certain herb, of 
which they needed but to taste to recover their 
former shapes, went with theom to the plain of mon­
sters, where the unfortunate Philonice watched 
her terrible flock night and day. There at day­
break they found the princess laid on the rock, with 
her crook in one hand, and her head leaning on 
the other, while tears trickled down from her eyes 
upon hl!r tender breasts, which were h~lf naked. 
~'he noi~e they made awakened her, and up she 
started, thinking they were some new monsters; 
when the prince, to remove her fears, said, ' ince, 
divine princess, none but moo ters are suffered to 
approach you, be not urprised that Elisa and I 
appear under this horrible form, for nothing is im­
possible to love and friendship when joined. The 
fairy Serpenta, according to her usual compassion, 
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hath transformed us into this shape, to give us 

the pleasure of passing away our time with you.' 

• Alas! Anaxander,' answered the princess, after 

recovering her surprise, 'what demon, an enemy to 

your lives, hath conducted you and Elisa here? 

Were not my miseries great enough before, but 

you must add to them? The fear lest you should 

be discovered by the tyrant under whose power I 

live, and by the most cruel punishments, pay dear 

for the pleasure of seeing me . Ah! my dear Elisa,' 

continued she, ' if you love me, carry the prince 

back again, and do not by your imprudence make 

me be t he cause of his death.' 'Entertain no fears 

for the charming Elisa and me,' replied Anaxander; 

' for . when we tell you that the fairy St:rpenta 

brought us hither, you need not be under any ap­

prehensions.' 
By this time the sun began to rise, and the mon­

strous flock to rou~e themselves with terrible roar­

ings and how lings; which so frightened Elisa, who 

had not been used to them, that she ran on the 

other side of the rock, and finding it hollow, went 

precipitately into it, but was very much amazed to 

find a chamber hung with mourning, lighted by 

two crystal lamps, and in the middle of it a. young 

lady in black, who seemed, notwithstanding the 

tears that trickled down her cheeks, to be very 

beautiful, sitting by a black coffin. The surprise 

she was in at this unexpected sight made her shriek 

out so loud, that the prince and princess, who were 

following her, but were a great way off, heard her, 

and made all the haste they could after her. The 

presence of the princess disengaged_ tl1e afflicted 

lady from performing what she was about; and en­

dea,·ouring to dry up her tears, which hindered 

her from speaking, she, addressing herself to Phi­

lonice, said, 'What unhappy fate brings you hither? 

Is it chance, or the barbarians th at inhabit this 

place, that force you to come and mingle tears with 

me.' 'The destiny, madam,' replied the princess, 
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' that constrains you, obliges us to inhabit this 
hellish place; therefore if your grief can be as­
suaged. by the company of persons as miserable as 
yourself, we offer you. that sad comfort.' ' My 
grief,' answered the stranger, ' is of that nature 
that it can never have an end; for the most perfect 
workmanship of the gods, ami all that my sou l took 
delight in, is enclosed within this coffin, and I pass 
~way my days in giv ing him an assistance in vain: 
I perc-eive,' Sd.id she, seeing that Philonice was 
amazed at her last wonls, ' that you don' t compre­
hend that the person for whom I grieve can stand 

- in ueed of my assistance, after having told _you be 
is in this coffin; but, madam, that you may be the 
better informed of this adventure, I will tell you 
the occasion of my puni~hment, which renews my 
sorrows.' 

As the princess was about to answer her, a com­
plaining voice, which she heard from tlt~e coffin, 
topped her. The strauger, redoubling her tears, 

made incredible efforts to open it, and Philonice, 
the prince, and Elisa, used all the1r endeavours to 
help her. 'Trou ble not yourselves in vain,' s<Jid 
tbe voice, 'let me fulfil my fate in thi melancholy 
tomb; a day will come, which is not far off, when 
I ~hall behold Lhe light again, and tell.you, my dear 
::'\1elicerta, that the cold icy gra \·e cannot affect my 
love: till then, rejoice for the comfort I Ten.ven has 
sent you in the presence of a prince and princess 
as unhappy as thyself.' 

After these words the ,·oice was heard no more, 
and "\felicerta, throwing her arm~ about J'llilonice's 
nee!:, said, 'Ah! how blessed, madam, am [ in 
sour presence, to hear my hu~banJ promise a more 
lutppy time, and to hope to see him once again . 
But is not this a dream I' replied he, falling down 
on a couch from which she had risen; ' certa inly 
my sen~s, di~turbetl by the lenr:th of my mi for­
tunes, make me belJe,•e impos ib!lities.' '~ o, rna. 
dam,' said Pl!ilonice, ' you are not deceived iu 
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what you •heard, we heard the same; and Heaven 

undoubtedly, weary with the punishments infticted 

on so many innocent per;ons, will send us succours 

p:rop01;tionable to our miseries: and this is not only 

.declared by the dean, but foretold by the living.' 

' Ab l' madam,' said l\Ielicerta, ' how much am J 

obliged to you, for confirming what I durst not be­

lieve! But where is that prince,' said S'he, looking 

about her,' my husband spoke of? Can this oblig· 

ing centaur, who was so kind to endeavour to 

assist my poor Uphidamentus, be him?' 'Yts, ma­

dam, ' said Anaxander, ' I am he, though forced by 

my perverse fate to appear under this extraordi­

nary figure.' 'T must own,' said Melicerta, • that 

I see very surprising things, and cannot help hav­

ing a curiosity to know your adventures, since I 

have given roy word to that fair lady to satisfy 

hers whenever she pleases.' ' It should be now, 

madam,' replied Phrlonice, 'if I was not obliged tp 

take my le<•ve of you for the remaining part of this 

day, for fear the kir..g of monsters, who sometimes 

comes to see iff perform my duty, should find me 

absent, and honld abrjdge me of the liberty I 

have. For you, generous prince,' added she, 'stay 

.here with the charming Melicerta, aud quitting 

your disguise, ~how her you are deserving of her 

esteem; while my dear .Elisa, throwing off her me­

tamorphosis lik-ewise, informs this beautiful lady, 

by relating my history, that she is not the only 

miserable person.' But do you think, my princess,' 

;;aid Anaxanuer, 'that I can part with you so soon; 

that satisfied with having seen you but a mom~nt, 

l have not a thousand things to say to ·you?' 'At 

night,' replied Philonice, 'I'll come and hear them 

all; ·but be so complaisant to me, my Ana.xanuer, 

as not to show yourself before my Argus; tb.e emo­

tion he would see in my c_ountenance would inform 

him what we have so much reason to conceal.' 

After these arguments she left him, and got but 

just in time upon the rock before the frightful 
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king appeared . 'You are very gay to-day, Philo­
n ice,' said he; ' I see none of those tears on your 
face as usual; your punishment begins either to be 
easy to you, or else you iutend to consent to marry 
me . Speak,' continued he, sweetening her with 
fair words; 'I am yet inclined to receh·e you: but 
take care how you provoke me by a refusal, for 
what yon have hitherto undergone is nothing to be 
compared with what you must suffer if you deny 
me.' The princess shuddered at this discourse; 
but at last told him plainly, that she must now 
yield to so much constancy, and desired but till 
the return of the new moon to offer up a sacrifice 
to that goddess. The monster, very well satisfied, 
answered, th«t he would grant it her, provided she 
would not decei\1e him, though a month seemed too 
long for his impatience; and in the mean time 
would go tell the fairies, and order his subjects to 
prepare all things for a magnificent solemnization 
of his nuptials. As soon as he was gone, the prin­
ce s had a great mind to have returned to Uphida­
mentus's tomb; but fearing he might come again 
that day, stayed till it was night. When she went 
into the room, Elisa had just finished her history. 
1\felicerta expre sed how much she interested her­
self in her troubles, and the prince told her a hun­
dred times, in transports never felt by any lover 
besides him, that he had much ado to support bt-r 
absence, desiring her for the future to exact no 
more such cruel proofs of obedience. The princess 
answered his p:.ssion with great tenderness; and 
afterwards addressing herself to 1\Ielicerta, said, 
'lt is your turn now, madam, to gratify my curio­
sity, when I can listen to you wtthout the dread of 
being disturbed by my crut>l tyrant.' .l\Ielicerta 
told the prince s her request was very jllst; and to 
lose no more time, began as follows. 
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THE HISTORY 

OF 

THE PRINCESS MELICERTA. 

• I AM the daughter, madam,' said she, ' of a sove­

reign prince below the Rhiue. I have two brothers, 

who signalized their courage in a war which has 

been carried on by almost all Europe against the 

king of this country, who, to the shame of so many 

crowned heads, is not to be conquered, whatever 

forces they bring against him. While my father 

and brothers were employed in defending their do­

minions against the conquest of this victorious 

prince, I was brought up under my mother with all 

imaginable care, and wanted no education to make 

me an accomplished princess. ''~hen the campaign 

was finisl"H!d, and the warriors were returned home, 

the fame of the small stock of beauty with which 

Heaven had blessed me, brought almost all the 

young lords and princes to my father's court : but 

of all the princes, Uphidamentus so much excelle"d 

the rest, that 1 could not help entertaining a secret 

inclination for him. All his actions were graceful 

beyond every thing I had seen; and from the ex­

traordinary ardour and respect with which he al­

ways addressed himself to me, I soon found that 

l1is heart was touched with a most violent passion. 

And that he might not discover the advantageo us 

sentiments I had of him, I avoided giv ing him any 

opportunities of a declaration. 

'In this constraint the winter was spent, and the 

spring calling the armies again into the field, 'I 

could not prevent, i11 his taking his leave, llis per-
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ceiVIIlg some emotions of my heart. But with what transports of joy did he receive those marks of my tenderness! He made a thousand protesta­tions of loving me eternally; and would never have given over repeating them, but that he was told my father and brothers waited for him to be gone. Aud l was so happy in this affair, that the absence of so many near relations gave me an opportunity of concealing the mortal grief I wa in for his de­parture. I spent all that summer in the most in­supportable uneasiness; and had not winter ap­proaching calmed my troubles, I could not have borne them. Upon advice of my father's return, my mother and I went a great way to meet them; and after the prince had saluted my 1nother, he .came to me with an eagerness that was ob erved by all the court, and all the way in our return to court rode by my coach-side, and said all the ten­der things his passion could -suggest, wh1ch I heard with the utmost pleasure: besides, he appeared so much more amiable, that my heart could not dt:ny the conquest he had made. 
' ln this tender conversation we arrit•ed at the palace, and from that time every day increased our loves; and the prince knowing himself to be rna ter of a very plentiful fortune, asked my leave to de­mand roe of my father; which I readily gave him. Unwilling to defer his bappine s any longer, he went directly to my father, who receh·ed him very handsomely ; and though be promi ed n1e to him, yet would not con:;ent that we should lie married before a J>eace, alleging, that it would not look well for a soldi&r to solemnize nuptials when all Europe groaned under the burden of a heavy war. Uphidaruentus came and told me his answer, and complained hard, to find his private happine l> tuust depend on the public good; while I endeavoured to per uade him that the reasons my father gave were very just. 

'F1·om that day we spent our time the mo t plea 
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santly in the world: we saw each other almost. 

every hour; and should have been happy if that 

time had always been. But alas! the spring re­

turned again, and we must part! It is impossible 

to express our griefs. For my part, when I heard 

of the orders giYen out for taking the field, I fell 

in a swoon upon my bed, while my brothers took 

Uphidamentus out of my chamber. Alas! we both 

in a manner diYined what happened, and had a se­

cret foresight that our absence would be attended 

with death. After my swoon I fell into a violent 

fever, which in a few days brought me to death's 

door. My mother was inconsol able, and never left 

me a moment, till by the strength of youth and 

good remedies, I recovered. When 1 was :1ble to 

go abroad, I asked my mother to go to a t:ountry 

seat, some leagues distant from the town, where 

I spent my time in thinking on Uphidamentus, 

and counted the days, hours, and minutes, when I 

should see him again. One day after dinner, when 

my thoughts were more employed than ordinary on 

my tenderness, I took a walk into an adjacent fo­

rest, and walked musing in a pleasant path, which 

was somewhat dark, and the more agreeable to the · 

humour I was in. I went farther than I thought; 

and finding myself weary, sat down under a tree, 

and fell asleep. But, 0 heavens! how confused 

was I when I awoke and found myself in a fright­

ful den, and your tyrant, attended with the fairy 

R aucour and her sisters Envy and Cruelty, stand­

ing by me. I could not tell what to think, whether 

I was among the living or the dead; and just as I 

was going to ask, the fairy Rancour said to me, 

Bless Heaven, Melicerta, that for thy good fortutj,t! 

we happened to pass through the forests where 

thou wert lain asleep: thy beauty surprised tl.e 

king of monsters, and he was so much struck with 

thy charms, that we immediately took thee away, 

to make thee queen of all that mighty king pos­

sesses. Accc;pt of so great an honour a~ thou 

s~ 
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oughtest to do, and by thy obedience merit our 
friendship. I thought, said I, I owed no obedience 
to any but my parents, and cannot comprehend 
what right you have to command over me, nor 
what justice tl1ere is in what you have done by 
me. We have no regulation of our actions but our 
wills, said Rancour: all the world knows our 
power; and happy are they who, like you, find fa­
vour in our eye~; which, if you are wise, you will 
make a good use of, or dread our anger. Why, 
what can you do worse to me, replied I, than to 
force me away from my parent:;, to give me to an 
execrable monster? Either give me my liberty or 
take away my life. Go, said the one-eyed mon · ter, 
don't trouble yourselves about the reluctancy she 
shows; lo:ave me alone with her, I know how tore­
duce her to obedience. Ah! madam, cried I, 
t!Jrowing ID}self at Raucour's feet, if ever you were 
sensible of pity, leave me not with your kmg, for I 
shall certainly die if you do. The fairy, relenting 
at my grief, though the first time she ever did in 
her life, told the monster she wonld take care to 
dispose me to obey him. The king consented, and 
I was put into Rancour's hands, wl10 carried me to 
the fairy abode, where &he showed me all the beau­
ties of that place. After that, she conducted me 
to her paYilion, which as you know, stands just by 
the great grove, and is very rich in gold and jewels, 
and gave me magmficent habits, alH.l nealected no­
thing to make me forget the injury done me. But 
all this usage could not dry up my tears: my ab­
sence from my father and mother affiirteu me very 
sensibly, and tl1e idea of ne,•er seeing Uphidamen­
tus more made me almo t distracted. 

In the mean time lhe king of monsters was impa­
tient to see that I ·was not disposed to marry him; 
and Rancour, weary of a softness so contrary to 
her nature, told me one day, that I abu ed their 
~oodness; that I must think of conforming to their 
will, or prepare for the most cruel punishment. 
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.r . either my tears nor -sighs could move <her enraged 

spirit, but away she hurried me to this curstd 

place, and abandoning me to my despair, left me 

.rather dead than alive. Whtn she was going, I 

called after her, and said, Why, madam, will you 

force me to marry the k.mg of mousters, since I am 

promised to Uphidamentus? And you know I 

ought not to bneak my vows. Raucour h<td no re­

lish for my excuses; and without he.aring me any 

longer, left me with this wicked tyrant, who is a 

.thousand times more cruel tha11 frightful ; ~tnd 

after she was gone I .fainted away. W!u,n I came 

to myself, which was without any assistance from 

him, be told me, that l did not deserve that he 

should take any care of me; that he would not 

marry me, for that the fairies had provided a beau­

tiful young princess for him (which, madam, was 

undoubtedly yourself); but that notwithstanding I 

should not be more happy, for since I was so fond 

of Uphidameutus, he would fetch him to partake 

of my punishments. In this and such-like conver­

sation we spent that horrible night together; and 

as soon as the morning appeared, Rancour came to 

us, and bid me in a severe manner follow her, 

which I did trembling, till we came to this horrid 

cave, where I saw this coffin covered with a black 

cloth, which she took off, and showed me Uphida. 

mentus dead. Never was grief equal to mine at 

this dismal sight! I said and did all that the most 

violent lo,•e could inspire, and would willingly 

have dted with this dear object of TJlY tenderuess. 

The deplorable state I was in at the sight of this 

unhappy prince, would have melted the most strong 

heart but that of this cruel fairy, who, as if by 

what she had done she had given me some comfort, 

put down the black cloth again; and taking two or 

three turns about the coffin, went away, telling me 

in a sarcastical way, that 1 ought to be satisfied, 

since she left me with him I loved. As soon as 

ever her back was turned I ran to lift up the coffin-
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lid: but, 0 heavens ! how much amazed was 1 to 
find it fastened! Upon which I redoubled my tears. 
But when I heard my Uphidamentus sigh from 
within, judge of my despair! I made the most in­
credible efforts to open the coffin, and called both 
gods and men to my assistance, but all in vain: 
then again, hearing nothiug stir, I believed my den 
spouse was 5tifted. In these cruel agitations I 
passed the whole night, almost distracted; and 
when again my ears were struck with the same 
sighing, I ran to the coffin, but with the same suc­
cess . From that fatal time I haYe never failed 
hearing him sigh and moan just at the same hour; 
and always forgetting that it is not in my power to 
help him, yet I strhe to open the coffin, as you 
oaw me.' 
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CONTINUATION OF TilE TYRANNY OF 

THE FAIRIES DESTROYED. 

HERE Melicerta, a !most drowned in tears and 

grief, made an end of her story. Philonice, the 

- prince, and Elisa, did what they could to comfort 

her, and make her hope her misfortunes would soon 

have an end: but the sighings beginning as usual, 

she ran to the coffiu with the same eagerness as 

before, not regarding what those amiable persons 

said to her. In the mean time, the king of mon­

sters returned from giving his orders to the fairies 

to prepare every thing to celebrate his marriage 

with Philonice, to tell her, that no solemnity had 

ever appeared so noble in the kingdom of fairies as 

his wedding should, and withal to conduct her to 

a magnificent apartment he bad provided for hGr 

till that day came; and amazed not to find her 

there, looked about to see which way the chain 

might direct him, and followed her into the cave 

just as Uphidamentus's sighings ceased. Alas! 

how inexpressible was the fright our lovers were 

in ! They stood perfectly motionless, while the 

king of monsters loaded Philonice with injurious 

and opprobrious language: but to pass that by, 

and come to facts, he took her by the arm, and by 

force pulled her out of the cave. Anaxander at­

tempted to rescue the princess, when the monster 

looking on him scornfully, said, ' Learn, rash 

youth, to know thy strength; and to increase this 

false creature's punishment, come and partake tor­

ments with her.' At the same time Anaxander 

found himself bound by the same chain that Philo­

nice was fastened to, and forced to follow that 

mon~trous tyrant as well as she : and though ht 
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who with Philonice threw himself at her feet, to 
thank her for his life. The princess raised them 
both up with her natural bounty, and turning about 
to Serpenta, said, taking Philonice by the hand, 
' Go, Serpenta, and conduct us to the palace : I 
know you never contributed to the mischiefs your 
wicked sisters have done, therefore l esteem you, 
and shall keep you to embellish by your art this 
pleasant abode for the greatest king in the world, 
who, after he has given peace to Europe, will come 
to repose himself, after his great toils, in these 
charming gan.leus. Find out new inventions every 
day to please him, and add to nat ure all that the 
fairy art is capable of performing. But above all, 
that none may be unhappy in this abode of plea­
sures, go afterwards, prudent Serpenta, and deliv~r 
all those innocent victims from their enchantments, 
and bring them to me.' 

After this she went, attended by Ph;Jonice, Anax­
auder, and all her court, to the palace, where she 
professed a great friendship for Lhe princess, while 
all her retinue gazed on her beautj' with admira­
tion, and were charmed with her !lracefu l n1ien. 
In the mean time Serpeuta returned, leading Cleo­
nice, followed by her dear dragon, and presented 
her to the princess, and after telling her that she 
deser\'ed her protection, related all her misfor­
tunes; which raised so much pity in the breast of 
the beneficent princess, that, unwilling to defer her 
happiness any longe r, touchet! Philoxipus, who im­
mediately quitting that tE:rrible form, appearetl the 
same as when he gained his charming spouse' 
heart; who was so overjo)ed, Lhat if l'hilouice had 
not supported her she had fainted in that ec Lasy. 
After them came the two turtles, who recove ring 
their former shapes, thanked the divine prince s, 
and showed her, by their polite m!!.nuer of addre~s 
and paying their compliments, that they \I ere not 
unworthy the relief llea••en had sent them. At 
the same Lime, the statues on the terrace, re-ani-
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mated with the same life the malicious fairies had 

taken, came and made the hall ring again with the 

praises they bestowed ou the princess. But in the 

midst of all this joy, Melicerta was absent, as well 

as the friendly ,Elisa, who was not suffered by the 

king of monsters to follow Philonice, and who were 

both ignorant of this surprising change, and poured 

forth torr-ents of salt tears. l\ut wl1en Serpenta 

told the princess that Uphidamentus's enchantment 

could not be destroyed but by her presence, she 

hastened to the rocky cave, just when they, througb 

despair, had relinquished a.ll hopes. So melan... 

(:holy and beautiful a subject affected the great 

princess's compassion in so lively a manner, that 

witbout the least delay she ran and uncovered the 

coffin iu which Uphidamt>ntus lay, who at the same 

instant rose and got out. But if Melict>rta and 

Elisa were astonished to see the princess, l1ow 

much more surprised were they to see Uphidame-1}­

tus alive? Melicerta, without regarding who had 

delivered him from the fetters of cold death, ran 

and embraced the dear object of her tenderne~, 

wh1le Elisa did the same to Philonice; but at las~, 

reflecting on, and ashamed of t).l.eir ill conduct, 

they went and asked their kind benefactress's par­

·don, who, never weary of duing good, asked SeD­

penta if any more unfortunates stood in need of he,: 

assistance. The fairy told her, none COI\ld be Ull­

.happy wherever she was, and that she had don~ 

~no ugh for that time. 'Come then,' said th~ prin­

cess, ' let us go t~~ te tht~ sweets of that 11epos.e Wi: 

want, 1md leave this place, which cannot be over 

.a.greeable to Melicerta.' 

After these words, they all left that hor.rible den., 

and ·rl'turned to the pal ace, where, persuaded that 

they had uothing more to fe~~or, they .enjoyed a per­

fect happiness. When it grew late in the eveni11g 

they all took their leaves of the princess, and re­

tired to their apartments, where they bad ·the more 

.liberty ()f discouuing in pri.vate, and tasted lie 
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much pleasure in entertaining each other on their 
loves, that the night, in respect to those they bad 
spent so sorrowfully before, was gone before they 
could well tell where they were. Above all, 1\feli­
certa could not forbear asking Uphidamentus how 
he was conveyed into that coffin, and how he lived 
in it so long without being stifled . 'I cannot tell 
you, charming Jelicerta,' said he, ' by what en­
chantment I lived and died every day since I re­
t u rned from making a campaign; but you may 
easily judge of my despair when I lost you: I re­
tired to my own apartment, resoh·ed never to see 
my country more till I had found you, and with 
these thoughts went to bed, and without knowing 
how, I was transported in that coffin in which you 
found me. I awoke every day just as if it had been 
out of a deep sleep, found myself confined in that 
abode of the dead, endeavoured to get out, sighed, 
heard you, and then falling again into my former 
lethargy, became insensible. You know as well as 
I how long the time was; and all I can tt>ll you 
is, that my heart ever burnt with the same flame 
that your bright eyes first kindled.' 

Uphidarnentus here finished his discourse, and 
}.Ielicerta having toltl him that it grew late, he re­
tired, as did also ~11 the other lovers. The next 
morning the fairy Serpenta prepared magnificent 
habits covered over with gold anti jewels, for the 
adorable princess, which she accepted of very favour­
ably, and mounting a triumphal chariot, which the 
fairy had also provided for her at the palace.gates, 
went, attended by these illustrious slaves, to meet 
the victorious king, to whom she presented all those 
charming persons, and whom he received with an air 
of grandeur and sweetness uatural to him. lie was 
surprised at the sight of so many beautie , espe­
cially with Philonice's, and wa besides so much 
taken with the good mien of her lover, that he 
wished be would but reside at his court; and the 
sovereign princess taking as great a fancy to Phi-
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lonice, told her that night, that she could not 

resolve to part with her. Philonice made answer, 

that she was too happy in being prevented by her 

goodness from attaching herself to her; that she 

bad been informed by Serpenta that her mother 

was dead, and in that misfortune nothing could 

comfort her but the dedicating her life to her ser­

vice, and therefore she might a! ways command 

her. 
In the mean time great preparations were mak­

ing to solemnize the sovereign princess's nuptials, 

than which none were ever more magnificent and 

gallant. All the princes showed their address in 

tournaments and horse.races, and the princesses 

were dressed so richly, and in such variety of beau. 

tiful colours, as showed the judgment of the fairy 

Serpenta. But among all these beauties, the lovely 

princess's charms were so piercing that none could 

look on. her without admiration.. After this feast 

was over, which lasted nine days, in which there 

was shown all the grandeur that a powerful mo. 

narch and a skilful fairy were capable of setting 

forth, Uphidamentus taking upon him to pay the 

compliment of all the princes, as 1\Ielicerta did for 

the princesses, told the happy bride and bride­

groom, that they should always p1·eserve a living 

remembrance of all their favours, and so took their 

leaves. The fairy Serpenta, that nothing might be 

wanting on her part, provided equipages suitable 

to all their births, anti in her adi.:u promised them 

an eternal friendship. But when Philonice, Meli­

certa, and Cleonice, came to part, a flood of tears 

poured down from their eyes, though the last had 

not far to go. In short, they all embraced with 

great love and a sincere friendship, and in a little 

time arrived, without any ill accident, in their 

principalities, and gave new joy to their subjects 

by their presence. 
Philonice and the kind Elisa stayed behind with 

the princess. Anaxander, prompted by liis love, 
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.asked a recompense with so much ardour, that Phi­
lonice could not refuse him: their marriage was 
honoured by the presence of the king and queen; 
and the fairy, doting on that lovely persou, 
crowned her with all the gifts she was mistreos of. 
Anaxander, pleasefl with his happy fate, and serving 
o great a king, performed all the duties of a ten­

der husband, and p.reserved a growing p~ssion. 

TilE END. 
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