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PrRAEVE: A4 E,

AN early foundation for Virtue is, beyond alf
contradi@ion, a duty incumbent both on
the parent and guardian ; whofe chief aim
fhould be to few thofe feeds which length of
time cannot eradicate ; and the moft effectual
vs;ay is that of painting virtue arrayed in all her
beauties, and vice as fhe really is—hateful ; at
the fame time fhewing the pleafures which re-
{fult from the former, and the various ills which
are the conftant attendants on the latter.

From a mode like this, young minds will at
an early pericd (long before theyare introduced
“on the bufy ftage of the world) entertain a due
regard for the one, and defpife the other; and
thereby be prepared to go thro’ life as {hining
ornaments; and by future actions teftify their
grateful feelings to thofe, who during their
minority, laid the foundation for thofe- noble
ideas which inculcated fo high a fenfe of the
love of honour and reétitude. -

-

For
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For fo praife-worthy an obje&, we have ever
fcund the judicious parent, or guardian, place
in the hands of thofe under their care, thofe
~books which have a moral tendency; and of
which fables, &c. have been no fmall part; they
very judicioufly confidering them as the moft
pleafing mede of fhewing the two oppofites ; nor
are their pupils in their juvenile years, at a lofs
on which {ide to declare for ; but hoift virtue’s
ftandard, and confider they are the fixed enemies
of Vice.—As this has been the never-failing
maxim both of the ancients and the prefent age,
the Publifher of the PLEasiNG ComPANION
wifhes to copy them in fo arduous and pleafing
an undertaking, prefuming he fhall meet with
encouragement equal to what' he has experi-
enced on former occafions.

The extenfion of morality being a thing fo
devoutely tobe wifhed for, he doubts not, but
thofe whom years and experience have ftamped
with judgment,y will be actuated by the fame
{timulus that he is, and contribute to extend
this piece to thofe for whom it was intended,
the younger branches of the community,
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PrLeasing CompPaNION.

HisTory of the PRINCESS Hesg,
AND THE

Fairy ANGUILET T A,

]! O W great {oever Fortune may raife thofe fhe
g favours, yet there is no Happinefs exempt
~ from Trouble. Thofe who have any Knowledge
of the  Fairies, cannot be ignorant, that they, as
wife as they feem, have not yet found out the Se-
cret of fecuring themfelves from the Misfortune of
changing their Shapes fome days in every Month,
and afluming that of a Bird, Beaft, or Fifh. '

On thefe fatal Days, when they are left a Prey to
the Cruelty of Men, it is often difficult for them t6
fave themielves from the Danger to which this hard
Neceflity expofes them.

One of them, who transformed herfelf into an
Eel, was unluckily taken by fome Fifhermen, who
put her prefently into a Ciftern of Water, in the
Middle of a fine Meadow, where they kept the
Fifh referved for the King’s Table.

t+ B

Arnguiletta,



2  History of the Princess Hexne,

Anguiletta, which was the Fairy’s Name, found
there a.great many fine Fifh, and heard the Fifher-
men f{ay one to another, ¢ That the King made that
< Night a great Entertainment, for which thofe
¢ _Fifh had been carefully picked out,’

What difmal News was this for the unhappy
Fairy, who accufed her Fate a thoufand Times, and
fighed grievoufly when fhe got to the Bottom, whi-
ther fhe went, that fhe might bewail her Misfor-
tune the more privately. ‘The Defire of avoiding
the impending Danger, made her look abroad on
all Sides, to fee if there was any Way to efcape, and
regain the River, which was but a {fmall Diftance
from thence ; but it proved all in vain, the Ciftern
was too deep to hope to get out of it without Affift-
ance: And her Fears increafed when fhe {aw the
Fifhermen, who teok her, approaching, who putin
their Nets; and drguiletta, by avoiding them,
thought only to defer her Death for fome Time.

At that Inflant the King’s youngeft Daughter,
who was then walking in the Meadow, came to the
Ciftern to amufe herfelf with Jooking at the Fifh ;
when the Sun, which was then about fetting, thining
in the water, Anguiletta’s Skin, which was fireaked
with Gold, appeared fo bright, that the Princefs
took Notice of it, and finding it very beautiful,
bid the Fifherman take that Eel, and give it her.

When the Princefs had looked on Anguiletta fome
Time, moved with Compaflion, {he ran to the Ri-
ver-fide; and threw her in; which unhoped-for
Service touched the Fairy’s Heart with fo lively
an Acknowledgment, that fhe appeared that very
Moment on the Top of the Water, and {aid to the
Princefs, ¢ [ owe my Life to you, generous Plou-
fina, (which was the name of the Princefs,) which
¢ is a great Happinefs for you. Be not afraid, (con-
¢ rinued fhe, feeing her going to run away,) [am a
¢ Fairy, and will fatisfy you in the Truth of my
¢ Words by what I will do for you.’

As



And the FaAiry ANGUILETTA, 3

As they were ufed to fee Fairies in thofe Days,
Ploufina took Courage, and gave great Attention to
Anguiletta’s agreeable Promifes, and was about to
make fome Anfwer; when the Fairy interrupting
her, faid, ¢Stay till you have received my Fa-
¢ vours, before you aflure me of your Acknow<
¢ ledgment. Go, young Princefs, and come here
¢ again To-morrow Morning; wifh for what you
¢ would have, and I will as foon accomplifh it:
¢ Chufe either perfet Beauty, a lively piercing
¢« Wit, or vaft riches.” After thefe Words, 4n-
guiletta dived in the Water, and left, Ploufina very
well fatisfied with her Adventure,

She refolved to truft nobody with what had hap-
pened to her; for fhe faid to herfelf, < If Anguiletta
¢ fhould deceive me, my Sifters may think I have
¢ invented this Story.’ : ,

After this fhort Refleétion fhe returned to he
‘T'rain, which confifted only of a few Women, whom
fhe found looking for her. _

All that Night the young Plufina was engaged
in the Choice fhe was to make; that of Beauty
had a great Sway with her; but as the had Wit
enough to defire more, fhe refolved to atk that Fa-
vour of the Fairy.

She rofe next Day with the Sun, ran to the Mea«
dow, as fhe faid, to gather Flowers to make a Gar-
land, to prefent to her Mother when fhe was up ;
but at the fame Time, while her Women difperied
themfelves in the Meadow, which was all ena-
melled, to pick out the fineft and fweeteft Flowers,
the young Princefs ftole to the River’s Side, aad-
found at the Place where fhe had feen the F airy, a
Pillar of white Marble, perfeétly fine, which pre-
{ently opened, and the Fairy came out of it ; who
was no longer a Fifh, but*a beautiful Woman, of
a majeftic Air, whofe Head-drefs and other Ap-
parel were covered over with Jewels. < I am 4.
¢ guiletta, (faid fhe to the young Princefs, who
¢ looked at her with great Attention) and come to

B2 perform
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History of the Princess Hegrg,

perform my Promife ; you have made Choice of
Wit ; you fhall have, from this Mement, enough
to deferve the Envy of all thofe who have hi- "~
therto pretended to it.’

The young Ploufina, after’thefe Words, found
herfelf quite different from what fhe was an Inflant
before; fhe thanked the Fairy with an Eloquence,
which till then fhe had never been Miftrefs of ; the
Fairy fmiling at the Princefs’s Amazement to find
fo much Eafe in exprefling herfelf.

¢« I am fo well pleafed, (continued the kind A»-

¢ guiletta) at the Choice you have preferably made
¢ to Beauty, which People of your Age are fo
much delighted with, that to recompenfe you, I
will beftow that Beauty on you, which you this
Day have fo prudently negleted. Come again
To-morrow at the fame Hour, I give you that
Time to chufe how beautiful you would be.’

Then the Fairy difappearing, left the young
Ploufina more pleafed than ever: The Choice of
Wit was the Effe& of her Reafon, but the Promife
of Beauty flattered her Heart; and what reaches
that, we are generally the moft affected with.

The young Princefs leaving the River’s Side,
went to receive the Flowers her Women prefented
her with, of which fhe made a very agreeable Gar-
land, and carried it to the Queen; but how fur-
prized was that Princefs, the King, and the whole
Court, when they heard the young Ploufina {peak

“with a Grace that captivated their Hearts.

The Princefles, her Sifters, ftrove in vain to
think her lefs witty than others; but were forced
to yield, even to their Aftonithment and Admi-
ration. -

At Night the Princefs, pofleffed with the Hopes
ot being handfome, inftead of going to Bed, fat
up in her Clofet, which was hung with Pictures,
which reprefented, under the Figures ot Goddefles,
all the Queens and Princeffes of her Houfe ; and as
all thofe Pictures were very fine, fhe hoped they

; might
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And the Fairy ANGUILETTA. 5

might be affifting to her in the Choice of a Beauty
worthy of being afked of the Fairy.

A Funo prefented herfelf firft to her Eyes, fair,
and fet off with an Air fit to reprefent the Queen
of the Gods; Pallas and enus were by her: This
Piece bemg the Judgment of Paris.

'The young Princefs was very much pleafed with
the Pride and Stateline(s of Pallas ; but the Beauty
of Venus inclined her there to fix her Choice : Ne-
verthelefs fhe paffed on to the next, where fhe {aw
Pomona leaning on a Bed of Turfs, under Frees
loaded with the fineft Fruits, who {feemed {o charm-
ing, that the Princefs, who fince the Mornin
knew every Thing, was not furprized that a God
had affumed {fo many Shapes to ftrive to pleafe her.

Diana appeared next, as reprefented by the
Poets, with a Quiver on her Back, and a Bow in
her Hand, purfuing a Stag, and followed by her
Nymphs.

Flora appeared a little more careful ; fhe feemed
walking 1n a Parterre, the “Flowers of which,
though admirable, came not up to her Complean.
Next her were the Graces, who looked beautiful
and engaging.

But the Princefs was moft firuck with a Piture
that hung over the Chimney, which was the God-
defs of Youth: A charming Air appeared through
the whole Figure ; the Hair was of the fineft White,
the Turn of her Face admirable, the Mouth deli-
cate, the Shape and Breafts perfeétly fine and beau-
tiful, and her Eyes appeared more formidable to
difturb our Reafon, than the Neétar fhe was
feigned to pour out.

< I will, (cried the young Princefs, viewing the
¢ lovely Pomalt) be as beautiful as Hebe, and, if
¢ poffible, as lafting.’

After this, the went into her Chamber, where
the Day fhe expected feemed too flow to fecond her
Impatience ; but at length appearing, fhe returned
to the River-Side, where the Fairy kept her Word ;

) B 3 and



» History of the Princess Here,

and throwing fome Water in Ploufina’s Face, rena
dered her as beautiful as the wifhed to be,

« 'The" firft - Effets of the fortunate Ploufina’s
Charms, was-the Praifes of fome Sea-Gods that ac-
companied the Fairy ; fhe faw herfelf in the Wa-
ter, and knew not herfelf, her Silence and Amaze-
ment being then the only Marks of Acknowledge-
ment, ¢ I havefulfilled all your Defires, ({faid the
¢ generous Fairy to her) you ought to be fatisfied,
¢ but I fhall not, till I have exceeded your Defires
¢ by my Bounty.’ :

< I.give you with Wit and Beauty, all the Trea-
¢ fures'in my Difpofal, which are inexhauftible ;
¢ wifh only for what Riches you would have, and
¢ you thall that- Minute obtain them, both for
~ yourfelf, and whoever you think fit.’ B

The Fairy afterwards difappeared, and the-young
Ploufina, who was then as handfome as Hebe, re-
turned to the Palace. All that met -her were
g¢harmed. They told the King of her Arrival, who
admired her himfelf, but knew her only by her
Voice and Wit. She informed him that a Fairy
had beftowed thofe invaluable Gifts on her; and
that fhe would be called Hebe, becaufe fhe perfeétly
refembled the Piture of that Goddefs.

What new Grounds of Hatred were here for her
Sifters ! Her Wit gave them lefs Jealoufy than her
Beauty now. : ' ;

All the Princes whe had been captivated by their
Charms, no longer balanced to become unfaithful ;-
‘they forfook all the Beauties of that Court, no
Tears nor Reproaches could ftay thofe fickle Lo-
" wvers: And this Proceeding, which at that Time
appeared fo furprifing, hath fince, they fay, be-
come common. In fhort, they all burnt for Hebe,
whofe Heart remained infenfible,

Notwithftanding the Hatred of her Sifters, fhe
neglected nothing that might pleafe them; fhe
withed for fo much Treafure for the Eldeft, (for to
wifh and give,’ was with her the fame) that the
; greatelt

A



And the Fairy ANGU!LE'I‘TA: ]

. greatek Monarch of that Country afked that
Princefs in Marriage, and the Wedding was con-
fummated with great magnificence.

The King, Hebe's Father, being inclined to

raife a great Army, the Wifhes of that fair Princefs
crowned all his Enterprifes with Succefs ; his
Kingdom and Treafufy became thereby very much
enriched, which rendered him a moft formidable
Prince. :
- Neverthelefs the divine Hebe, wearied with the
- Hurry of the Court, went to {pend fome Months in
a pretty Box, fome Diftance from the capital
Town, where fhe laid afide all Magnificence, con-
tenting herfelf with what was gallant, and of a
charming Plainnefs ; Nature there only embellifhed
the Walks, fince Art was not then ufed.

A Wood furrounded this pretty Retreat, the
Paths of which had fomething wild in them, di-
vided by Brooks and little Rivulets, ‘which-formed
natural Cafcades. o

The young Hebe walking often in this folitary
Woaod, one Day felt a-fecret Grief and Languith-
ing, which.never forfook her ; fhe was ignorant of
the Caufe of it, and fat herfelf down on the Grafs
by the Brook-Side, the purling Noife of which
entertained her Thoughts.
¢ What Chagrin, (faid fhe to herfelf) difturbs
the Excefs of my good Fortune? What Princefs
in the World enjoys {o perfect a Happinefs as my-
felf? I have, by-the Fairy’s Bounty, all I wifh
for; T can load all about me with Riches; all
that fee me, adore me; and yet my Heart pof-
feffes not quiet Thoughts. 'I-cannot imagine
whence proceeds the infupportable Difquiet which
hath; for fome Time, oppofed the Felicity of
my Life,’ . A
Thus the young Princefs continually refleéted,
till at length fhe refolved to go to the River, to
endeavour to fee Anguiletta.

3 B4 The
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3 History of the Princess Hepg,

The Fairy, accuftomed to flatter her Defires,

~appeared on the Water, for it was one of thofe
Days when fhe was metamorphofed into a Fifh.

- ¢ I behold you always with Pleafure, young
¢ Princefs, (faid fhe to Hebe;) I know you are
¢ come from a very folitary abode, and you appear '
* to me languifhing, which is no Way agreeablie
¢ to your Fortune, What ails you, Hebe? Tell
fimess

< I ail nothing, (replied the young Princefs, in
¢ Confufion;) you have heaped too many Favours
¢ on me, t0 want any Thing to complete the Hap-
pinefs which you have beftowed upon me.’
¢ You fain would deceive me, (anfwered the
Fairy) I know very well you are not content ;
but what can you defire more ? Merit my Bounty
by a fincere Confeflion, and I promife to accom-
plith your Defires.’ : :
¢ I know not what I would have, (faid the
charming Hebe ;) yet I am fenfible (continued
¢ fhe, louring her Eyes) I want fomething that is
¢ abfolutely neceflary to complete my Happinefs.’

¢« Oh! (cried the Fairy) ’tis Love you defire ;
* that Paflion only is capable of making you think
¢ {o fantaftically as you do.’
¢ A dangerous Difpofition ! (continued the young
Fairy) You want Love, you fhall have it ; Hearts
are naturally but too much difpofed toit: But
let me tell you, you will call on me in vain to
put an End to that fatal Paflion you think fo
great an Happinefs, my Power extending not {o
far.’
¢ That matters not, (replied the young Princefs
¢ haftily, bluthing and fmiling at the fame Time:)
< Alas! what fhould I do with all the Riches you -
¢ have given me, if 1, in my Turn, might not
¢ contribute to another’s Felicity ?” - At this Dif-
courfe the Fairy fighed, and fhrunk beneath the
Water.

Hebe

*®
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H:be returned to her folitude, with Hopes that
already began to calm her Troubles ; the Fairy’s
Menaces fomewhat difturbed her, but thofe wife
RefleGtions were foon chafed away by others more
dangerous, but much more delightful.

When fhe came to the little Box, fhe found a Mef-
fenger from the King, who fent for her to come to
Court the next Day. The King and Queen re-
ceived hes with Pleafure, and told her that a ftrange
Prince in his Travels arriving at their Court, they
had a Mind to make an Entertainment for him, to
~ fhew other Courts the Magnificence of theirs. -

Thé young Hebe, in a Trouble fhe could not ac-
count for, afked her Sifter at firft, if the Stranger
was handfome? ¢ You never faw any Thing like
« him, (anf{wered the Princefs.) ¢ Defcribe him
¢ to me,” (replied Hebe in Diforder.)
< He is fuch as they feign Heroes to be, (an-
fwered Ileria ; his Shape 1s fine, his A’ noble,
his Eyes full of Fire, the Power of which one of
the moft inferifible Ladies of the Court has al-
ready confefled; he has a very fine Head of
brown Hair, and needs but fhew himfelf to gain
the Attention of all thatfee him.’
¢ You fet him off to the beft Advantage, (re-
« plied Hebe;) do you not flatter him ¢’ ¢ No,
« Sifter, (anfwered the Princels Ileria, with a Sigh

- - - - - »

fhe could not retain:) Alas! you will find him
but too worthy of pleafing.’

At Night the Prince paid the Queen a Vifit, who
prefented him to Hebe, whom he had not feen; but
never were two Hearts fo foon, or fo fenfibly
touched, or ever had mere Reafon.

The Converfation was on differedt Subjeéts, but
bright and agreeable, and fupported by -1l that
Vivacity the Defire of pleafing could infpire. :

When the Queen retired, and the fair Hebe had
Time to make fome Refle&tions, fhe was fenfible fhe
had loft that Tranquillity which fhe knew not the
Value of, ¢ Oh! dnguiletta, (cried fhe, as foon

=55 as
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¢ as alone;) what an Obje& have you permitted
¢ me to behold ! Your fage Counfels are deftroyed
¢ by his Prefence. Why gave you not me Strength
¢ to refift fuch Charms? But Perhaps their Power
¢ exceeds that of a Fairy.” ; i
~ Hebe flept but little that Night, fhe rofe very
early, and the Care of drefling her againft the En-
tertainment at Night, amufed her all that Day
with an Attention the was ignorant of till then ;
fhe being willing to pleafe, for the firft Time, the
young Stranger, whofe Defires were the fame, for-
got nothing that might render him amiable in the
charming Hebe’s Eyes. The Princefs Ileria, on
her Part, neglected nothing that might pleafe ;
fhe was Miftre{s of a thoufand Beanties, and when
Hebe was abfent, appeared the moft charming
Perfon in the whole World; but that Princefs’s
Prefence effaced them all. :

At Night there was a noble Entertainment, fol-

lowed by a fine Ball, and the young Stranger had,
without Difpute, taken Notice of the Magnificence,
vould he have regarded any Thing but the beautiful
Hebe.
- After the Repaft there was a fine Illumination,
- whichgave asgreat Light in the Gardens of the Pa-
lace, as if it had been Day. They went to take a
pleafant Walk, 'The lovely Stranger gave the
Queen his hand; but that Honour did not make
Amends for the Chagrin of being feparated 2 Mo-
ment from his Princefs. 'The Trees were covered
with Feftoons of Flowers, and the Lamps which
gave the Light were difpofed in fuch a Manner,
as to reprefent Bows and Arrows, and other Arms
of Love, and in fome Places formed Lines of
Writing. j

They went into a little Wood illuminated like
the Gardens, where the Queen fat herfelf down by
an agreeable Fountain, about which there were
placed Seats of Turfs, adorned with Garlands of
Pinks and Rofes, While the Queen talked wiﬁh

the
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- the King, with a great Croud of Courtiers about
them, the Princefles amufed themf{elves with look-
ing at fome Charatters the little- Lamps formed,
the amiable Stranger ftanding then by the charm-
ing Hebe, who caiting her Eyes on a Place where
Arrows were reprefented, read aloud thefe Words,
which were written under them : ,

They are invincible.

¢ Such are the Darts fhot from the divine Hebe’s
¢ Eyes,” (faid the unknown Prince, looking on her
tenderly.) - The Princefs heard him, and was con-
- fufed ; but her Embrafflment feemed to the Prince
~a happy Prefage to his Love, he having obferved
no Anger.

When the Diverfions were over, the Charms of
the Stranger had too fenfibly touched the Heart of
lleria, for her not to perceive he loved anothers
Before Hebe's coming to Court, that Prince had
rendered her fome little Favours; but fince that,
had been altogether taken-up with his Tendernefs
tor HAebe.

In the mean Time, this young Stranger endea-
voured by his Love to move the Heart of the
beautiful Princefs. He was in love, amiable, and
his Fate obliged him to love; and the Fairy aban-
doning her to the Inclination of her Heart, what
Excufes were there for her to yield, who could not
long hold out againft herfelf?

. The charming Stranger told her he was a King’s
Son, andgwas called Atimir, whofe Name was well
known to the Princefs; for that Prince had done
Wonders in a War between the two Kingdoms;
and -as they-had always been Enemies, he went
not by his true Name at her Father’s Court.

. The young Princefs, after a Converfation,
- wherein her Heart had fully received the fweet and
dangerous Poifon the Fairy had fpoke to her of,
permitted Atimir 10 difcover to the King his Rank

B6 and
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and Love; who, tranfported with Joy, ran to his
‘Majefty, and {poke to him with all the Ardour his
Tendernefs could infpire. - '

The King conduéted him to the Queen. Before
this Marriage, a lafling Peace was made, and the
beautiful Hebe was promifed to her happy Lover,
as {oon as he had received his Father’s Confent.
"This News being fpread abroad, the Princefs dleria
felt a Grief equal to her Jealoufy ; fhe cried and
greaned, but was forced to conffrain herfelf, and
eonceal her ufelefs Grief, '

The charming Hede and Atim:r feein g one another
every Day, their Tendernefs augmented, and at

that happy Time, the Princefs could not compre-
~hend why the Fairies, when they would complete
the Happinefs of Mortals, fhould not ufe all their
Art and Knowledge to make them love.

An Ambaflador from Aiimir’s Father arrived at
Court, who had been expefted with great Impa-
tience, and brought with him his Confent ; every
Thing was prepared for the Marriage, and Atimir
had nothing to fear: A dangerous State for a
Lover one would preferve faithful ! ;

"The Prince thus affured of his Happinefs, became
fomewhat lefs fenfible: One Day, as he was looking
for Hebe in the Gardens of the Palace, be heard the
Voices of fome Women in a Summer-Box of Ho-
ney-fuckles; and hearing his Name mentioned,
which excited his Curiofity to know more, he drew
near to them, and heard the Princefs Z/eria fay to a
Perfon that was with her, ¢ I fhall die before that
¢ fatal Day, my dear Cleonice : The Geds will not
* permit me to fee the ungrateful Man whom I
¢ love, united to the too happy Hebe : My Tor-
¢ ments are too grievous for” my Life to endure
¢ much longer.” < But, Madam, (anfwered the
¢ Damfel) the Prince 4timir is not unfaithful, he
¢ never made you any Vows; Fate alone is the
¢ Caufe of your Misfortunes ; and among {o many
¢ Princes that adore you, you may find more

amiable
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amiable than him, if a fatal Prevention poffefles
not your Heart.’

¢ Is there any in the whole World {o lovely as
him ? (replied leria.)- Powerful Fairy ! (added
the, with a Sigh,) of all the Favours you have
beftowed on the fortunate Hebe, L only envy
Atimir’s Love.”

This Difcourfe of the Princefs’s was interrapted
by her Tears. Alasl how happy had i{he been,
had the known how much fhe touched the Heart of
Atimir 2 (174

She ftarted up to go out of the Box, and the
Prince hid himfelf behind {fome Trees. The Tears
and Paflion of //eria had foftened his Heart, which *
he looked upon then only as Compaffion, in Favoer
of a beautiful Princefs, whom he, againft his Will,
had made unhappy. Afterwards he went and found
Hebe, whofe Charms {ufpended all other Thoughts
at that Time.

In croffing the Gardens to return to the Palace,
he found fomething under his feet, which he took
up, and found it to be a fine Pocket-Book. It was
not far off the Box where he beard the Converfation

of Ileria, therefore he feared to thew the Pocket-
" Book, left he fhould give Hebe, any Knowledge of
that Adventure; but hid it from that Princefs,
who was then employed in doing fomething to her
Head-Drefs. R e
' That Night Heria went not'to the Queen, who
was told the was not very well after walking ; and
Atimir comprehended that fhe had a Mind to con-
ceal the Diforder he had feen her in at the Box,
which Thought redoubled his Compaflion,

. As foon ag he got to his Apartment, he opened
the Pocket-Baok he had found, and on the firft
Leaf found a Cypher of a double 4, crowned with
Myrrh, and fupported by two Loves, one of which
feemed to wipe his Eyes, and the other to break
his Arrows. :

a &
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The Sight of this Cypher moved the young
Prince: He knew very well what Zlerz meant ;
turned over the next Leaf to know more, and found
thefe Words writ on the back-fide :

Almighty Love, your Charms difplay’d,

W hich did my eafy Heart invade :

Aby cruel! thas your Poxi r to prove,
_ And blefs another with your Love.

- The Hand, which he knew very well, informed
him it was the Princefs /leria’s Book: He was
touched with thefe tender Sentiments, which, far
from being fupported by his Love and Care, were
not fo much as fupported by Hope. Thefe Verfes
- put him in Mind, that before Hebe's Arrival at the
Court, he thought lleria amiable; he began to
look upon himfelf as falfe to that Princefs, and in-
deed became too much {0 to the charming Hede.

However, he oppofed the firft Emotions ; but his
Heart was ufed to be fickle, and we feldom are
capable of breaking ourfelves of an iil Habit.

He threw Mria’s Pocket-Book upon the Table,

refolved never to look intoit; but took it up again-
in fpite of himfelf a Moment afterwards, and found
in it a thoufand Things which completed /leria’s
Trinmph over the divine Hede.
A thoufand confufed Thoughts poffeffed the
Prince’s Heart all Night : In the Morning he waited
on the King,who appointed the Day of his Marriage
with Hebe. Atimir anfwered with a Confufion,which
the King took for a Mark of his Love. How hard
1t is to know the Hearts of Men, fince that Confu-
fion was the Effe@ of his Infidelity !

The King was going to the Queen, and the
Prince was obliged to follow him. He had not
been there long, when the Princefs //eria appearing
with a langufhing Look, which the inconftant
Atimir knowing too well the Caufe of, rendered her

more lovely in his Eyes: He made up to her,
talked
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talked to her a long while, and intormed her he .
was not ignorant of her Sentiments for him ; and
afterwards explained himfelf to her with a Tender-
nefs, which was an Happinefs too great, and but
little expetted by Ileria.

The charming Hebe came in at the fame Time;
the Sight of her made the Princefs /leria and the
light dtimir blath. ¢« How handfome fhe 1s ! (faid
« Jleria, looking on the Prince with an Emotion
< fhe could not conceal:) Fly hence, Sir, or de-
¢ prive me quite of Life.” To which the Prince
¢ conld-make no Anfwer.

When Hebe approached with an Air and Charms
which caft a thoufand Reproaches on the ungrateful
Atimir, all which he could not fupport, he left the
Princefs, and told her he was going to difpatch a
Courier to the King his Father; and fhe, for her
Part, being prepoffefed in his Favour, obferved
not thofe Looks he {ometimes caft on Zleria.

While Zleria triumphed fecretly, the fair H.be
was told by the King and Queen, fhe was to be
married to Arimir in three Days. But how un-
worthy was he then of the Sentiments that News
created in the Heart of the lovely Hebe 2
- "The Prince, though poflefled with a falfe Paflion,
fpent Part of the Day with Hebe ; and lleria, who
knew ofit, thought {he fhould have died a thoufand
Times for Jealoufy ; her Love redoubling whenever

the had any the leaft Hope. :

As the Prince was going into his Apartment at
Night, he received a Letter from an unknown
Man, which he opened in Hafte, and found thefe
Words in it. i .

Yield to a Paffion a thoufand T'imes more

I ftrong than my Reafon ; but fince it is in vain
to conceal thofe Sentiments from you, which

Chance hath difcovered, come, Prince, and know

the Refolution niy tender Love hath made me take,

_How happy fhould I be, if it coft me but my Life }?

The
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"The Perion that brought this Letter, told him,
he was ordered to conduct him where the Princefs
dleria waited for him. Atimir, without confidering
a Moment, followed him. After a great many
Turnings and Windings, they came to a fmall Pa-
vilion full ‘of Lightss which was at the End of a
clofe-fhaded Aliey; where he found Jleriz with
only onc of her Women, the reft being gone to
walk in the Garden. , g

Zleria was {at on a crimfon Cufhion, embroidered
with Gold ; her Drefs, which was both gallant and
magnificea®, Was yellow and filver Tiffue ; her fine
black Hair was dreffed with Ribbons of the fame
Colour 4s her Clothes, intermixed with Diamonds.
At the Sight of her, Arimir, athamed of being
falfe, fell on his Knees by her, and Ileria, looking
on him with a Tendernefs that {ufficiently betrayed
the Sentiments of her Heart, faid, ¢ Prince, I fent
« for you not to perfuade you to break off your
Marriage : Iknow too well ’tis refolved on : But
fince {fome Words which you was pleafed to flatter
my Misfortune and Tendérnefs with, do not
permit me to believe you will leave Hede for me 3
yet, {(continued fhe, with Tears that entirely
feduced the Heart of Atimir) I will facrifice to
my Love, without Regret, a Life you have ren-
dered {o painful tome; and this Poifon (thewin
a little golden Box fhe held in her Hand) fhall
fecure me from the frighful Punithment of {eeing
you Hebe’s Spoufe.’ :

¢ No, beautiful Z/zria, (cried the fickle Prince,)

X will not be hers; I will leave her to pleafe
you, whom I love a thoufand Times better; and,

notwithftanding my Duty and Faith fo folemnly
given; [ am ready to condu® you where nothing
fhall conftrain our Love.” ¢ Alas, Prince! (faxd
Lieria, fighing,) thad I truft mylelf with one {o
falfe” <1 will never be {6 © you, (replied
Atimir ;) and the King, your Father, who gave
me Hebe,will ndt refule me the lovely Zeria,when
T ' i 2 ¢ the
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" fhe fhall be in my Power.” < Let us go then,
s Atimir, ({aid the Princefs, after fome Time of
¢ Silence,) let us go where our Fate hurries us;
¢ whatever I may fuffer, nothing can balance in
¢ my Heart the fweet Pleafure of being adored by
¢ the Man 1 love.’

After thefe Words they confulted Meafures for
their Departure ; and having no Time to lofe, they
refolved on the Night following. They parted
with a great deal of Reluctance; and, notwith-
ftanding Atimir’s Oaths, Ileria yet dreaded Hebe's
Charms; and was, the Remainder of the Night,
and the Day following, continually poficiled with
that Fear.

In the mean Time the Prince gave all neceffary
Orders for their fecret Departure; and the next
Night, when every Body was retired in the Palace,
went to Ileria’s Pavilion in the Garden, where {he
waited for him, attended only by Cleonice. They
went away, and with incredible Speed got out of
the Kingdom. In the Morning, this News was
made known by a Letter Ileria writ to the Queen,
and one writ by imir to the King; which waere
very moving, and eafily difcovered that Love was
the DiGator. The King and Queen were in an
extreme Rage ; but Words are mnot capable to ex-
prefs the piercing Griefs of the unfortunate and
charming Hebe : How great was her Defpair, and
how many her Tears! What Vows did fhe not ofter
to the Fairy dnguiletta, to put an End to thofe
cruel Calamities fhe had foretold! Hebe returned
in vain to the River-Side ; Amguiletta, who was as
good as her Word, never appeared, but abandoned
her to the moft frightful Defpair. The Princes,
whom the ungrateful Atimir’s good Fortune had dif-
carded, took freth Hopes, and their Cares and Love
feemed new Torments to the faithful Hebe.

The King defired her paflionately to make
Choice of a Spoufe, and oftentimes prefled her te
it; but this Duty appeared too cruel to her Ten-

dernefs
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dernefs ; the refolved to leave her Father’s King-
~ dom, but before her Departure, went once again
to find Auguiletta. :

"The Fairy, who this Time could not refift the
"Tears of the beautiful Hebe, appeared ; at the Sight
of her the Princefs renewed her Tears, havin g no
Power to fpeak to her. < You know now, (faid the

. ¢ Fairy) what that fata] Happinefs is, which I was
always willing to refufe you; but, Hebe, Atimir
‘has punithed you but too well for not following
my Advice : Go, and avoid this Place, which
calls into your Remembrance al] your Tender-
nefs ; you will find a2 Veflel by the Sea-Side that
will carry you to the only Place in the World,
where you may be cured of this unhappy Paflion
that caufes your Defpair ; but remember, (added
Anguiletta, raifing her Voice,) that when your
Heart is eafy and quiet, you never feek after
the fatal Prefence of Atimir, which will coft you
°* your Life % ‘Ft, wifhed more than once to fee
that Prince once again, whatever that Pleafure
fhould coft her ; but fome Remaing of Reafon, and
Value of her Honour, made her refolve to accept
of the Fairy’s Propofal. She thanked her for this
laft Kindnefs, and went the next Day to the Sea-
Side, attended by thofe Women fhe had the greateft
Confidence in,

There the found dnpuilorta’s Veflel, all gilt with
Gold, the Mafts of inlaid Work, the Sails of Silver
and Rofe-coloured Tiflue, on which were wrote

. Liberty. 'The Sailors Jackets were of the fame
Colour as ‘the Sails, and cvery Thing feemed to
breathe the Sweets of Liberty. %

The Princefs went into a magnificent Cabin,
‘the Furniture of which was admirable, and the
Paintings perfe@ly fine. She #ill affli¢ted herfelf
as much in this new Abode, as in her Father’s
Court ;- they endeavoured to divert her by a thou-
{fand Pleafures, but the State the was in, would not
permit her to give any Attention to them.

Ouge

’Aqanqq.qhq.



And the Fairy ANGUILETTA. 19

One Day as the was amufing herfelf in looking
en fome Paintings in the Cabin, in the Place that
reprefented a Landfcape, fhe obferved a young
Shepherdefs with a fmiling Air cutting of Nets,
to fet fome Birds at Liberty that were taken ; and
fome of thofe little Creatures that were efcaped,
feemed to fly towards Heaven with a wonderful
Swiftnefs. The other Paintings feemed to repre-
fent fuch like Subjeéts ; nothing feemed to {peak of
Love, but all boafted of the Charms of Liberty;
‘which made the Princefs, in a melancholy Tone,
“fay, < Will my Heart be always infenfible for fo
< {weet an Happinefs, for which my Readfon makes
< {uch vain Efforts ? ; _

Thus the unhappy Hebe lived pofiefled with her
"Tendernefs, and at the {fame Time with the Defire
‘of forgetting it.

They had been about a Month at Sea, when one
Morning, ‘as the Princefs was upon Deck, fhe
difcerned, at a Diftance, a Coaft that {feemed very
pleafant; the Trees were ‘of a furprifing Height
and Beauty, and when they were nearer, fhe ob-
ferved they were full of Birds, the Plumage of
which was of a bright fhinining Colour ; they
‘made a charming Concert, their Songs being o
fweet, that they feemed as if they feared to make
too great a Noife.

When they arrived at this Shore, the Princefs and
her Women landed ; where fhe no {fooner breathed
the Air of that Ifland, but fhe felt a perfect Tran-
quility in her Breaft, and fuffered herfelf to be fur-
prifed by an agreeable Sleep, which clofed her
Eyes for fome Time. A
* “This agreeable Country, which was to her un-
known, was the Peaceable Ifland, which the Fairy
Anguiletta, Who was a near Relation to the Prince
that govcrncd there, had endowed for “above two
thoufand Years, with the happy Gift of curing the

moft unfortunate Paflions, and aflured them that
‘ . Gift
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Gift thould: il continue; but the Diﬂiculty was,
%0 get to that Ifland. ;

While the beautiful #,z, enjoyed a Repofe fhe
had not tafted the {weets of for fix Months before,
the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland, was taking the
Air in that Wood which bordered by the Sea-Side,
in his Chariot, drawn by four whise young Kle-
phants, and attended by his Court, g

There he faw the Princefs afleep; her Beauty fur-
prifed him. He alighted out of his Chariot with a
Precipitation and Vivacity he never felt til] then.
He took at that Sight all the Love the Charms of
Hebe were worthy of infpiring. The Noife awaked
her, and fhe opening her Eyes, difcovered a thou-
fand new Beauties to the young Prince. He was
about the fame Age of Hebe, which was nineteen:
- His Beauty was perfe€t; a thoufand Graces were

in all his Acétions ; his Shape extraordinary, and
his Hair, which hung in large Rinn glets down to the
Middle of his Back, was of the {ame Colour as
Hebe’s. His Habit was made of Feathers, of a
thoufand different Colours ; he had over it a kind
of Cloak, that trailed on the Ground, made of
-Swans Feathers, buckled on the Shoulders by very
fine Diamonds, His Belt was all of Diamonds, on
which hung, by Chains of Gold, a fmall Sabre,
covered over with Rubies. He had a kind of
Head-piece, made of Feathers like the reft, on
which was buttoned, by a very large Diamond,
fome Heron Feathers, which fot it off with great
Splendor. ‘

This Prince was the firft Object that prefented
itfelf to the young Princefs when fhe awalzed. He
appeared to her worthy of her Regard ; and it was
the firt Time in all her Life that ever fhe looked
on any other but 4rimir with any Attention,

¢ Evcry thing afiures me, (faid the Prince of
¢ the Peaceable Ifland to the Princefs) that you are
¢ the divine Hebe : Alas! who befides could boaft
¢ fo many Charms?’ ¢« Who could, Sir, fo foon

¢ inform
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inform you, (anfwered the young Princefs, get-
ting up, and blufhing at the fame Time,) that
¢ T was in this Ifland 2> ¢ A powerful Fairy, (re-
plied the young King) who, willing to make me
the happieft of Men, and this Country moft for-
< tunate, promifed me to condu& you here, and
¢ hath permitted me yet more glorious Hopes.
¢ But I am very fenfible, (added he, fighing,) thas
< my Fate depends more upon your Bounty than
¢ ‘hers.”

After thefe Words, to which fhe anfwered with
a great deal of Wit, the Prince defired her to go
into his Chariot, which fhould carry her to the Pa- .
lace, and out of Refpect went not into it himfelf:
But as the underflood by his Difcourfe, and by his
Train, that he was the King of that Ile, fhe
obliged him to fit by her.

Never any thing appeared fo beautiful in one
Chariot ; all the Priace’s Court at that Sight could
not forbear their Applaufes, While they were on
the Way, the young Prince entertained Hebe with
a great deal of Wit aud Tendernefs, and the
Princefs, fatisfied to find her Heart at Eafe, re-
famed all her Vivacity.

‘They arrived at the Palace; which was fome
Diftance ftom the Sea, and built all of Ivory, and
covered with Agate, all the Avenues to which
were encompafled with fine Canals.

Tle Prince’s Guards were drawn out in all the
Courts : In the firft they were clothed in yellow
Feathers, with Head-pieces, Bows and Arrows, all
of Silver: In the fecond, they were clothed in
Feathers of a Fire-colour, with gilt Sabres, adorned
with Turquoifes. . When they came into the third
Court, the Guards were clothed in white Feathers,
holding in their Hands gilded and painted Half-
Pikes, adorned with Garlands of Flowers; for.in
that Country they never were in War, therefore
bore no terrible Arms,

"

a

L)

A% The



zz- History of the Princrss Hege,

- The Prince alighted out of his Chariot, and led
the amiable Hebe into a magnificent Apartment,
The Court was numerous, the Ladies beautiful,
the Men gallant and handfome: And though ali
the Inhabitants of the Country were clothed with
Feathers, the Art of forming them in Shades made
them very agreeable. :

That Night the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland
made a great Entertainment for the beautiful Hebe,
which was followed by a Concert of fweet Flutes,
Lutes, Theorboes and Harpfichords ; for in that
Country they loved not noify Inftruments, The
Symphony was very fine; and when it had lafted
. fome Time, a delicate fine Voice fung fome Words
which declared the Prince’s Paflion, while he
- gazed on Hebe, to perfuade her thofe Words ex-
prefled his Thoughts.

As it was late when the Mufic left off, the Prince
Yed the Princefs into the -Apartment appointed for
her, which was the fineft in the Palace ; there fhe
found a great Number of Ladies, whom the Prince
had named to have the Honour to be her Attendants.

The Prince left the beautiful Hebe, and was the
moft in Love of all Men. They put her to Bed 2
the Ladies retired, and only left in the Chamber
thofe fhe brought along with her, ¢ Who could
¢ believe it, ({aid the to them, when fhe was at
¢ Liberty,) my Heart is at Peace ! what God hath
“ calmed my Troubles? I love Azimir no longer ;
‘ Ican think, without dying with Grief, that he
* 1s, perhaps, lleria’s Spoufe. Is not all I fee 2
“ Dream? No; (faid fhe, recovering herfelf a
¢ little,) my Dreams ufed not to be fo quiet.” In
fhort, fhe returned Anguiletta a thoufand Thanks,
and then went to Sleep.

The next Morning when fhe awaked, as fhe
opened the Bed-Curtain, the Fairy appeared to
her with a fmiling Air, which fhe had never
obferved in her Face fince that fatal Day fthe
afked for Love. ¢ At laft I have happily brought

& yo“
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¢ you hither, (faid the amiable Fairy to her,) your
¢ Heart is free, therefore will be content. I have
¢ cured you of a cruel Paflion; but, Hebe, can I
be aflured that thefe ternble Torments, to
which you have been expofed, will make you al-
ways avoid the Sight of the ungrateful Atimir 2’
The young Princefs promifed the Fairy every
Thing, and {wore both againft Love and her falfe
Lovers. ¢ Remember your Promifes, (replied 4r-
¢ gutletta, with an Air that left an Impreflion of
¢ Refpe®t,) you will perifh with dtimir, if ever
< you feek to fee him again. But every Thing
¢ here ought to remove a Defire fo fatal to your
¢ Life.
¢« I will no longer conceal from you what I have
refolved in your Favour: The Prince of this
Ifland is my Relation ; I prote& his Perfen and
Empire: He is young and amiable, and no
Prince in the World is more worthy of being .
your Hufband. Reign then, beautiful Hebde, in
his Heart and Kingdom : The King, your Father,
gives his Confent; I was Yefterday at his Pa-
lace, and acquamted him and the Queen, your
Mother, with the prefent State of your Fortune,
which they have put abfolutely under my Care.’
The Princefs had a great Mind to have afked the
Fairy about lleria and Atimir ; but durft not, after
fo many Favours, run the Hazard of difpleafing
her ; therefore fhe only made Ufe of all the Wit -
fhe had beftowed on hér to thank her.

Then fomebody coming into the Room, the
Fairy difappeared. As foon-as Hebe was up,
twelve Children, clothed like Cupids, brought
from the Prince twelye Bafkets of Cryftal, full of
the moft agreeable Flowers, which only garnifhed
fome Jewels of a wonderful Beauty. In the firft
Rafket that was prefented to her, this Billet was
found :

a & n
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€ 90 the Divise HERE.

Efterday I fvore a thoufand Times how I
; loved ; the fweet Remembrance of which
Oaths will ever remain, fince they were dictated
by Love, and are fupported by your Charms.*

0 A a &

After what the Fairy had ordered the Princefs,
fhe comprehended that fhe ought to accept of her
new Lover, as of a Prince that was fhortly to be
her Hufband. ' :

She received the little Loves very favourably;
and had hardly difmiffed them, when four-and-
twenty Dywarfs, fantaftically, but magnificently
cloathed, appeared loaded with new Prefents, that
confifted of Habits all of Feathers; the Colours
and Work of which, with Jewels, were {o fine,
that the Princefs owned fhe had never feen any
Thing %o gallant. ' :

She made Choice of a Rofe-colour to wear that
Day ; her Head-drefs was adorned with a Plume of
Feathers of the fame Colour, and fhe appeared fo
charming with this new Ornament, that the Prince
of ‘the Peaceable 1fland, who came to fee her when
fhe was drefled, felt his Paffion redouble. All the
Court crowded to admire the Princefs. At Night
' the Prince propofed to the beautiful Hede to walk
in the Gardens, which were admirable, where the
Prince told Hebe, that the Fairy had fed him for
four Years with the Hopes of her Arrival in the
Peaceable Ifland : < But fome Time after, (added
¢ the Prince,) when I prefled her .on her Promifes,
¢ fhe appeared fad, and told me, the Princefs is
¢ defigned by the King, her Father, for another,
¢ and not for thee: But if my Knowledge deceives
¢ me not, the will not be that Prince’s. I will
¢ tell you more another Time.’

Some Months after, the Fairy came again: ¢
¢ Fortune favours you, (faid ihe to me,) the PriEce

' ¢ that



And the FAIRY ANGUILETTA. 23

¢ that was to have been, will not be Hede's Spoufe 3
‘ and in a little Time you will fee here the moft
¢ beautiful Princefs in the World.’

¢ Indeed, (replied Hebe bluthing,) I was to have
¢ been married to the Son of a neighbouring King ;
¢ but, after a great many Events, the Love he
¢ bore my Sifter made him refolve to go away
¢ with her.’

The Prince of the Peaceable Ifland faid a thoufand
tender Things to the beautiful Hebe on his happy
Fate, which according with what the Fairy had
told him, had brought her into this Ifle; and fhe
hearkened to him with fo much the more Pleafure,
becaufe this Difcourfe interrupted the Recital of
her Adventures; fhe fearing fhe fhould not be ablé
to fpeak of her faithlefs Lover, without difcovering
the Tendernefs the had had for him.

The Prince condu@ted Hebe into a Grotto cu-
rioufly adorned and embellithed with the Spoutings
of Water. The Bottom of the Grotto was dark 3
there was a great Number of Niches with Statues,
reprefenting Nymphs and Shepherds, which were
hard to be diftinguifhed. When the Princefs had
been there fome Time, fhe heard a delightful
Sound of Inftruments. A noble Illumination that
appeared all on a fudden, difcovered to her, that
Part of thofe Statues formed that Concert; when
the others came out, and danced fine and gallant
Dances, intermixed with tender and agreeable
Songs; all tlie Performers in this Diverfion being
placed at the Bottom of the Grotto, furprifed the
Princefs more agreeably. : '

After the Dance, Savages came in, and ferved
up a ftately Collation under an Arbour of Jeflamins
and Orange-flowers.

The Entertainment was juft ever, when all on g
fudden the Fairy Anguiletia appeared in the Air, in
& Chariot drawn by four Swans ; and, defcending,
pronounced to the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland a
charming Happinefs, in telling him fhe would

C have
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have him marryHebe, and withal, that that Princefs
had promifed her to confent. ;

The Prince, tranfported with Joy, doubted at
firit to whom he fhould return his firft Thanks,
whether to Hebe or Anguiletta; and though Joy
permits not of touching Expreflions like Grief, he
acquitted himfelf, however, with a great deal of
Wit, and a good Grace. -

The Fairy had no Mind to leave the Prince and
Princefs till the Day appointed for their Marriage,
which was to be in three days; when fhe made
them both coftly Prefents, and went with them,
~who were followed by all the Court, and a great
many of the Inhabitants of the Ifle, to the Temple
of Hymen, which was made of Olive Branches and
Palms interlaced together, which, by the Fairy’s
Power, never faded. :

Hymen was there reprefented by a Statue of white
Marble, crowned with Rofes, and raifed on an
Altar adorned only with Flowers, :and fupported
by a Cupid of an extraordinary Beauty, who, with
a fmiling Air, prefented him with a Crown of
‘Myrtle.

Anguiletta, who built this Temple, was willing
every Thing fhould be plain, to fhew that Love
alone can render Marriage happy. The Difficulty
is not to unite them together, but as the Miracle
worthy of a Fairy, to join them together for ever
in the Peaceable Ifland ; which, contrary to the
Cuftoms of other Countries, can make Man and
‘Wife loving and conftant.

In this Temple of Hymen the beautiful Hebe, led
by Anguiletta, plighted her Faith to the Prince of
the Peaceable Ifland, and received his with Plea-
fure. She had not that involuntary Inclination for
him that fhe felt for Atimir ; but her Heart, then
exempt {rom Paffion, accepted of that Spoufe, by
the Fairy’s Order, as a Prince worthy of her by
his Perfon, and much more by his Love. This
Marriage was celebrated by a thoufand gallant

Entertain-
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‘Entertainments, and Hede lived happy with a
Prince that adored her,

- In the mean Time, the King, Hele’s Father,
received Ambafladors from Atimir, who atked
Leave to marry the Princefs iria, (for his Father
was dead, and he left abfolute Mafter of his King-
dom) which was granted with Joy.

- After this Marriage, the Queen Ileria afked, by
newAmbafladors, Leaveof the King her Father,and
Queen her Mother, to come to their Court; to beg
Pardon for a Fault which Love had made her
* commit, and for which 47imir’s Merit was a f{uffi-
cient Excufe.

The King confented, and A/im;ir and his Queen
were welcomed on their Arrival with all the De-
monftrations of Joy pofiible.

A little after, the beautiful Hebs and her charm-
ing Spoufe fent their Ambafiadors to the King and
Queen, with the News of. their Nuptials, which
Anguiletta had informed them of before ; yet, not-
withftanding, they were not received with lefs
Pleafure and Magnificence.

Atimir was then with the King when they pre-
fented themfelves the firt Time before him ; the
lovely ~Image of Hebe was not to be abfolutely
blotted out of an Heart over which fhe had {o great
a Sway. Atimir could not forbear fighing when he
heard of the Happinefs of the Prince of the Peaceai/s

Ifland ; he acculed Hebe a thoufand Times of being
inconftant, without thinking at the fame Time of
the Caufc he had given her,

When the Ambafladors of the Prince of the
Peaceable fland returned crowned with Honours,
and loaded with Prefents, they told their Princefs
the great Joy the King and Queen exprefled at
their happy Marriage.

But withal, (Oh! too fincere Relation 'y they
acquainted Hebe, that the Princefs Jleria and Aiimiy
were at the Court.  Thefe Names, which were fo
dangerous to their Repofe, rendered her again

: uneafy ;
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uneafy ; the was then happy, but Mortals cannot
Iong preferve a certain Felicity.

She was not able to refift her Impatience to re-
turn to her Father’s Court; which was, as fhe
faid, to fee the Queen her Mother : Nay, the had
even perfuaded herfelf into a Belief of it; for how
often do they who love deceive themfelves in their
own Thoughts ?

- Notwithftanding the Fairy’s Threats to oblige
her to avoid the Sight of 4timir, the propofed that
Journey to the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland, who
at firlt refufed her, for Anguiletta had bid him not
let her ftir out of his Kingdom ; but fhe continuing
her Entreaties, and as he adored her, and knew
nothing of her Paflion for Atimir, he could not
deny any Thing to one he loved {o dear.

He thinking to pleafe thé beautiful Hebe by a
blind Complaifance, gave Orders for their De-
parture; and never was feen more Magnificence
than in their Equipage, and in the Ships.

The wife Anguiletta, provoked at the little Re-
gard fhewn by Hebe and the Prince to her Orders,
abandoned them to their Fate, and never appeared
to give them Advice, which they had made fo little
Ufe of.

For the Prince and Princefs, they, after a plea-
fant Voyage, arrived at the Court of Hebe’s Father ;
where the King and Queen’s Joy to fee that fine
Princefs again was very great. They were charmed
with the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland, and cele-
brated their Arrival by great Rejoicings through-
out the whole Kingdom ; only Zleria groaned when
the heard of Hebe's Return. And it was decreed,
that when they fhould fee one another again, no
Mention fhould be made of what was paft.

Arimir afked to {fee Hebe, and feemed to Jleria to
defire it with too great an Ardour. .

The Princefs Hebe bluthed when he came 1into
her Chamber ; they were both in a Confufion, that

all their Wit was not f{ufficient to extricate them
out
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out of. The King, who was then prefent, obferved
1t, and joining in their Converfation, to make
this Vifit the fhorter, propofed walking in the
Gaardensof the Palace, and as Atiméir durft not ofter
his Hand to Hebe, he made her only a refpeétful
Bow, and fo retired.

But what were the Sentiments and Ideas of his
Heart ? All that lively and tender Paffion he had
for Hebe, rekindled in his Bofom; he hated lieria
and himfelf, and never Infidelity was attended
with more Repentance and Grief. . °

At Night he waited on the Queen, to whom
Hebe was paying a Vifit; and not fatisfied with
looking at her, endeavoured to fpeak to her, which
fhe always avoided ; but ftill his Eyes informed her
too much for her Quiet: He continued to fhew, by
all his A&ions, that hers had again refumed their
Empire over him.

Hebe's Heart was alarmed; Arimir always ap-
peared to her too lovely : She refolved to fly him
with as much Care as he endeavoured to find out
her. She never {poke to him but before the Queen,
and then never but when the could not abfolutely
difpence with it; and was determined to per-
fuade the Prince, her Hufband, to return foon to
their own Dominions: But how difficult a thing it
is to leave what we love !

One Evening as fhe was engaged in thefe
Thoughts, and had fhut herfelf up in her Clofet,
that fhe might think more at her Liberty, fhe fonnd
in her Pocket a Billet, that had been put into it un-
known to her, which fhe opened, and knew to be
Atimir’s Hand, which gave her inexpreflible Trou-
ble; the thought not to read ii, but her Heart
over-ruling her Reafon, fhe looked it over, and
found thefe Words in it. '

Cs ¢ Fairefp
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‘OU aretoo infenfible of my violent Paffion,
: and ufe me with too much Indifference:
But fince your Heart has, in its Turn, been falfe,
and has followed but too clofe the Example of
mine, let it imitate it in its Retvrn. Forgive
me, my Princefs, and permit me to refume
thofe Chains I once wore, when we partook of
each other’s Pains and Pleafures.’

T N e N SR TRy W

¢ Oh, cruel! (cried the Princefs) what have I
« done, that you fhould endeavour to rekindle in
< my Soul a Tendernefs that has caufed me fo
« much Sorrow > And then her Tears interrupted .
her Difcourfe. :

In the mean Time [leria languifhed under a Jea-
loufy too juftly grounded, and Aiimir, hurried on
by his Love, was unable to reftrain himfelf any
lIonger. The Prince of the Peaceable Ifland began
to difcover his Paffion for Hebe ; but was willing
to examine farther into Atimir’s Conduét, before
he fpoke of it to the Princefs, whom he adored
conitantly, and whom he was afraid of informing
of that Prince’s Love.

Some Days after the Receipt of this Letter, there
were appointed Courfes, when all the Princes, and
fprightly Youths of the Court, were to break Lances
in Honour of the Ladies.

The King and Queen honoured this Diverfion
with their Prefence. The beautiful Hebe and the
Princefs Ileria were to beftow the Prizes; which
were a Sword, the Handle and Scabbard of which
were covered with Diamonds; and a Bracelet of
moft curious Diamonds.

All the Knights named for the Courfes appeared
with an extraordinary Magnificence, mounted on
very fine Horfes, bearing the Colours their IV%%{-

trefles
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trefles delighted in, with Devices on their Shields
agreeable to the Sentiments of their Tearts.

The Prince of the Peaceable Ifland was in a coftly
Drefs, mounted on 2 moft beautiful dappled Horfe,
with a fine long black Tail and Main : In all his

- Equipage the Rofe-colour appeared, which Hebe
very much loved; and on his Head-piece, which
was very light, there waved a Plume of Feathers
of the fame Colour, He gained the Applaufe of
all the Spectators, and appeared fo handfome in bis
bright Armour, that Heée fecretly reproached her-
felf a thoufand Times for the Sentiments fhe had
the Misfortune to have for another. His Train
was numerous, cloathed after the Manner of their
own Country, very gallant and ftately. An Efquire
carried his Shield, on which was this Device, an
Heart pierced with an Arrow, and a Cupid fthooting
a great Number, to endeavour to make frefh
Wounds; but all, except the firft, feemed to have
been drawn in vain: Thefe Words were under-
written :

1 fear no other.

~ The Colours and Device of the Prince of the
Piaceable Ifland foon difcovered that he was Hebe's
Knight, and that as fuch he would enter the Liftsg
Every Body was taken up with his Magnificencey
when Atimir came torward, mounted on a black,
fiery Steed, that appeared very ftately. His Co-
lour that Day was dark Green, intermixed neither
with Gold, Silver, nor Jewels, only he had a
Plume of Rofe-coloured Feathers on his Head-
piecc; and the other affe@ed a great Carelefsnefs
in his Apparel; he had fo graceful a Mien, and
managed his Horfe fo well, and withal had fo lofty
an Air, that nobody could forbear looking at him:
On his Shield, which he carried himfelf, appeared
2 Love, who trampled his Chains under his Feet,

C4 and
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and bound himfelf with others more weighty, with
thefe Words :

¢ Worthy only of me.’

Atimir’s Train confifted of the principal Lords of
his Court, who were clothed in dark Green, laced
with Silver, and covered over with Jewels ; and
though they were ali handfome and well-fhaped,
yet it was eafy to judge by that Prince’s Air, he
was born to command them.

The different Emotions the Sight of this Prince
produced in the Hearts of Hebe and lleria, and the
Jealoufy the Prince of the Peaceabie 1fland con-
ceived, when he faw the Plume on Atimir’s
Cafque of the fame Colour with his own, are not
to be exprefled : The reading of the Device com-
pleated his Rage, the Effefts of which he then
itifled till a better Opportunity. 5

The King and Queen foon took Notice, both of
the Boldnefs and Imprudence of Atimir, and were
very angry; but it was not then a Time to fhew it.
The Courfes began with the Soundings of Trum-
pets, which rended the Air with their Echoes:
They were very fine, and all the Knights fhewed
their Addrefs; and the Prince of the Peaceable
Ifland, though poffefled with an outrageous Jea-
louly, fignalized himfelf, and was proclaimed
Conqueror, '

Atimir, who knew that the firft Prize was to be
given by Ileria, never difputed the Victory with
the Prince of the Peaceable Ifland : He was declared
Vifor by the Judges of the Field, and advanced
gracefully, with the Acclamations and Praifes of
ail the Spettators, to the Place where the King
and Princefles {at, to receive the Bracelet; which
thie Princefs lleria prefented to him, and he took
with a good Grace; then paying bis Refpeéts to
the King, Queen, and Princefies, he returned to
the Lifts.

The
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The melancholy lleria obferving but too weil
the Difdain the light Jiimir thewed for the Prize
fhe was to give, fighed grievoufly ; and the beau-
tiful Hebe teit in her Breaft a fecret Joy, which all
her Reafon could not refift.

The {econd Courfe began with the fame Succefs
as the firft, wherein the Prince of the Peaceable
1/land animated by the Sight of Hebe, did Won-
ders, and was declared Vitor again; when Atimir,
vexed to be a Spe&ator of his Rival’s Glory, and
fiattered with the Thought of receiving the Prize
from Hebe’s Hand, went and prefented himfelf at
the End of the Lifts.

The two Rivals looked on each other fcornfully;
and that Courfe between two fuch great Princes
was celebrated by the new Trouble it caufed the
two Princefles. “The Princes ran one againft the
other with equal Advantage, and broke their
Lances without any Diforder. 'The Shouts of the
- Speftators redoubled, and they, without giving
their Horfes Time to breathe, returned to take
freth Lances, and ran with the fame Succefs and
Addrefs as at firft. 'The King, who feared left
Fortune fhould declare one of them Viors, fent
prefently to tell them, that they ought to be fa-
tisfied with the Glory they had gained, and to de-
fire them to put an End to the Courfes.

When the Perfon the King fent, came to them,
they heard him with a great deal of Impatience,
eipecially Atimir ; who taking upon him to {peak,
faid, ¢ Go tell the King, I fhould be unworthy of
¢ the Honour he does me, in concerning himfelf
with my Glory, if I fhould f{uffer a Conqueror.”
Let us {ee then, (faid the Prince of the Peaceable
Ifland, {purring on his Horfe with great Ardour,)
which merits moft the King’s Efteem, and the
Favours of Fortune.’ ;

The Meflenger was not returned to the King,
before the two Rivals, urged on by Sentiments
more prevalent than the Prize, began the Courfe

Cs wherein
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wierein Fortune favoured the audacious Atimir,
and pronounced him Viéor; the Prince of the
Peaceable Ifland’s Horfe, wearied with the Courfes
he had made, falling down, and throwing his
Matfter on the Sand : How great was Aiimir’s Joy,
and that unfortunate Prince’s Rage! He got up
quickly, and going up to his Rival before any
came to them, ¢ You have overcome mein Sports,
< Atimir, (faid he,) with an Air fufficient to fhew
« his Paffion; but with my Sword I will decide our
« Differences.” ¢ 1 confent, (replied the fiery
¢ Atimir,) and will meet you To-morrow at Sun-
« rife, in the Wood, at the End of the Palace-
« Gardens.” As they had made an End of thefe
Words, the Judges of the Field came up to them;
whereupon they difguifed their mutual Rage, left
the King fhould prevent their Defigns. :

" 'The Prince of the Peaceable Ifland mounted his
Horfe again, and rid with all Speed to leave the
tatal Place, where Arimir had vanquifhed him. In
the mean Time that Prince went to receive the

“Prize of the Courfe from Hebe, who prefented it
to him witha Confufion that difcovered the different

Commotions of her Soul; and Arimir, in taking
it, committed all the Extravagance of a Man very
much in Love.

The King and Queen, who had their Eyes fixed
on them, obferved him all the Time, and returned
to their Palace very much diffatisfied with the
Ending of that Day. Atimir, poflefled with his
Paffion, went out of the Lifts without any At-
tendants; and I/erie, outrageous with Grief and
Jealoufy, went back to her Apartments. 2

Various then were the Thoughts of Hebe : T muft
¢ go hence, (faid fhe to herfelf,) fince no other
¢ Remedy can be found to prevent the Misfortunes
“tlat T foretee. ) .

At the fame Time the King and Queen refolved
to defire Atimir to go Home, to avoid the new

' Troubles
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Troubles his Love might create; which fame Pro-
pofition they likewife determined to make to the
Prince of the Peateable Ifland, thav ncither Party
might take any Umbrage thereat. But the Princes
hafty Refolutions prevented this prudent Forefight ;
for while they deliberated on their Departure, the
others prepared for the Combat.

As foon as Hebe came- back from the Courfes,
fthe afked for the Prince her Spoufe, who they
told her was in the Gardens of the Palace, very
melancholy, and willing to be alone. The beautiful
Hebe thought it her Duty to go and comfort him-
after his 1ll Fortune; fo, without ftaying in her
Apartment, fhe went into the Gardens, followed
by fome of her Women.

She was looking for the Prince, when entering
into a fhady Walk, fhe efpied the amorous drimir,
who, tran{ported with his Paffion, and regarding
nothing elfe, fell on his Knees fome Diftance from
the Princefs, and drawing the Sword he that Day
received from her, ¢ Hear me, charming Hele,
< (faid he,) or let me die at your Feet.”

The Women, frightened at this A&ion of the
Prince, threw themfelves upon him, endeavouring
to take away his Sword, which he turned with
great Rage on the other Side. Hele, the unhappy
flebe, was for flying: but how great muft our
Reafon be, that can torce us from what we love !

The Defire of keeping this Adventure a Secret,
with her Defign to intreat 4timir to ftrive to cure
a Paflion fo fatal to them both, and the Compaffion
fo moving an Obje& created, all*®ontributed to
fay the Princefs, who made up to the Prince; her
Prefence fufpended his Fury ;. his Sword he let fall
at her Feet, and never more Trouble, Love and
Grief, appeared at once in fo fhert a Converfation.

Words are not tender enough to exprefs what
thofe two unhappy Lovers then endured: Hede,
uneafy to fee herlelf with 42mir, and {0 nigh the

' Co Prince
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Prince of the Peaceable Ifland, made a great Effort
on herfelf to leave him, charging him never to fee
her more. How cruel was this Command! Had
not Atimir called to Mind the Engagement he lay
under to fight the Prince of the Peaceadle Ifland,
he had a thoufand Times turned the Sword upon
himfelf; but, alas! he chofe rather to die, re-
venging himfelf on his Rival.

The fair Hebe retired inftantly to her Apartment,
the more fecurely to avoid the Prefence of Atimir :
* Mercilefs Fairy, (cried fhe,) you only told me
“ of Death, if ever I faw this unhappy Prince;
“ but now I feel Torments a thoufand Times
* more grievous!’’ Then fending to feek for the
Prince in the Gardens and the Palace, and not
finding him, her Uneafinefs increafed; they fought
him all the Night to no Purpofe; for he had hid
himfelf in a Hut in the Midft of the Wood, that
he might not be prevented from meeting at the
Place appointed, which he repaired to at Sun-
rife, where Atimir arrived foon after. Thefe two
Rivals, impatient to revenge themfelves, and to
gain the Victory, drew their Swords; which was
the firft Time the Prince of the Peaccable Ifland
ever made ufe of his, fince there was never any
War in his Dominions,

Neverthelefs, he appeared not the lefs formidable
Enemy to Atimir; for though he had but little
Experience, he had Courage, was in Love, and
fought like a Man that defpifed Death; while
Atimir maintained the great Reputation he had fo
worthily gained.

Thefe two Princes were animated by Paflions
too much different, not to render the End of this
Duel fatal ; for after they had a long Time main-
tained an equal Advantage, they made two fuch
furious Thruits at each other, that both fell on the
Grafs, which they dyed with their Blood.

The
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The Prince of the Peaceable lfland fainted away
inftantly with the Lofs of his; and At/mir, mor-
tally wounded, pronounced the Name of Hcde as
he expired.

Some of thofe Pérfons who were {ent to look for
the Prince of the Peaceable 1fland, arrived at that
tatal Place, and were feized with Horror at fo
difmal a Sight.

The Princefs Hebe, diawvn by Ler Difquiet, was
going into the Gardens, when hearing the Shrieks
of People, who pronounced confuf¢dly the Names
“of the two Princes, fhe hereupon ran and found
thofe {o fad and difmal Objetts: She thought that
the Prince her Hufband was dead as well as
Atimir, who at that Time were both alike to her;
when, after having looked fome Time on thoie
unhappy Princes, fhe cried out dolefully, * Ye
¢« precious Lives, which were {acrificed for me, [
¢ will revenge you by the Lofs of my own.’
After thefe Words, fhe fell on the fatal Sword
Arimir received from her, and had pierced her
Breaft before the People (who were amazed at
this cruel Adventure) could hinder her.

Juft as fhe expired, the Fairy Anguiletta ap-
peared, who, touched with fo many Misfortunes
which fhe had oppofed with all her Power, accufed
Fate, and could not forbear fhedding Tears.
Then thinking of aflifting. the Prince of the Peace-
able Ifland, whom fhe knew was not dead, fhe
cured him of his Wounds, and tranfported him
inftantly into his own Ifle; where, by the won-
derful Gift fhe had beftowed on it, that Prince
was confolated for the Lofs he had fuftained, and
forgot his Paflion for Hebe.

The King and Queen, who had not the like
Afliftance, gave themfelves up entirely to Grief,
which was only to be worn off by Time. And
as for lleria, her Defpair cannot be exprefled,
who was always both faithful to her Grief, and the
ungratefal Arimir,

When
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When Arzgmletta had tranfported the Prince of
the Peaceable Ifland into his own Dominions, fhe
touched with her Wand the unfortunate Remains
of the lovely Arimir and the beautiful Hebe, who
in an Inftant were changed into two Trees of
an admirable Beauty, which the Fairy named
Charms, to preferve for ever the Remembrance
of thote which fhone fo"bright in thefe unhappy
Lovers,

Tux
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N thofe happy Days, when Fairies were com-
mon, there lived a King who had three beau-
tiful young Daughters, who were all deferving ;-
but the youngeft, whofe Name was Miranda, being
the moft amiable, and her Father’s Favourite,
was allowed as many Clothes in a Month, as her
Sifters had in a Year; but fhe being fo generous
as to let them partake with her, it made no Dif-
ference amongft them.

The King having had Neighbours, who tired
with a long' Peace, obliged him to raife an Army.
and to. take the Field, left his Daughters with a
Governante in a Caftle, where they might hear
News from him every Day; and when he had fub-
dued his Enemies, and drove them out of his Do-
minions, came to the Caftle to fee his Miranda,
whom he doated on. The three Princeffes befpoke
themfelves every one a Robe of Sattin; the Eldeft’s
was Green, adorned with Emeralds; the Second’s
was Blue, fet off with Turquoifes ; and the Young-
eft’s White, bedecked with Diamonds. And 1n
thefe Drefles they went to meet the King, and to
congratulate him on his Vi€tories.

When he faw them fo- beautiful and gay, he
embraced them all tenderly, but efpecially Mi-
randa. After a magnificent Entertainment that

was
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was ferved up, the King, who loved to draw Con-
fequences from the moft trivial Matters, afked the
Eiteft, why fhe put on a green Gown? ¢ Sir, (faid
¢ the,) after hearing of your great Deeds, I
¢ thought Green might exprels my Joy, and the
¢ Hopes of your Return.’ ¢ That’s very well,
¢ (faid the King.) And you, Daughter, (conti-
¢ nued he to the Second,) how came you to put on
¢ aBlue Gown? ¢ To fhew, Sir, (faid fhe,) we
¢ oaght to implore the Gods in your Favour; and
“ t at in feeing you, I behold the Heavens and
¢ the brighteft Stars.” < Now, (faid the King,)
< you fpeak like an Oracle. And you, Miranda,
¢ (faid the King,) what made you drefs yourfelf in
« Whte 2”2 ¢ Becaufe, (faid fhe,) it becomes me
« better than any other Colours:’ < How, (faid
* the King, a little angrily,) was that only your
¢ Defign?” ¢ 1bad that of pleafing ygu, (faid the
¢ Princefs, and I think I need no other.” Where-
upon the King was mightily pleafed at her T'urn of
Thought, and faid, That fince he had eaten a
pretty deal at Supper, he would not go to Bed fo
foon, therefore he would have them tell him their
Dreams the Night before his Return.

The Eldeft faid, fhe dreamed he brought her a
‘Gown, the Gold and Jewels of which were
brighter than the Sunj; the Second faid, fhe
drcamed that he brought her a golden Spinning-
Wheel and Diftaff. for her to {pin herfelf fome
Shifts; and the Youngeft faid, fhe dreamed he
had married her fecond Sifter off, and, on the
Wedding-Day, held a golden Ewer, and faid,
* Come, Miranda, come and wath you.’

The King, who was angry at this Dream, knit
his Brow, made a thoufand wry Faces, and
went into his Chamber, where throwing himfelf
upon his Bed, he could not forget his Daughter’s
Dream : ¢ This infolent Baggage, (faid he,) would
¢ make me her domeftic Slave; I am not amazed
¢ now, why fhe pat on a white Gown with thinking

of
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* of me; fhe locks on me as one unworthy of her
¢ Refle@ions; but I’ll prevent her 1ll Defigns.’
Hereupon he got up in a Rage; and though it was
not yet Day, he fent for the Captain of his Guards,
and faid to him; ¢ You have heard of Airanda’s
¢« Dream, which forebodes fome 'Treafon; there-
fore I would have you take her prefently, and
carry her into the Foreft, and Kkill her, and af-
terwards bring me her Heart and Tongue: If
you deceive me, I'll put you to the moft cruel
Death I can think of.” The Captain of the
Guards was very much furprifed at fo barbarous an
Order, but durft not feem averfe to it, left the
King fhould take away his Commiflion, but pro-
mifed him to perform it. Then going to the
Princefs’s Chamber, which he had much ado to
get to, it being fo very early, he told her, the
Kinghad fent him for her. Whereupon fhe rofe pre-
fently: A little Moor, that fhe called Parypata,
“held up her Train, and her young Ape named

Grabugeon, and little Dog, which fhe called 7in-
7, ran by her Side.

The Captain of the Guard carried her into the
Garden, telliag her the King was taking ‘a little
freth Air; and then pretending to look for him,
and not finding him, told her, he was without
Difpute gone from thence into the Foreft. Then
opening the little Door that led into the Foreft,
and Day coming on, the Princefs obferved that
her Conduétor fthed fome Tears, and {feemed me-
lancholy ; whereapon fhe faid to him, with an Air
of Sweetneis, ¢ What 1s the Matter you feem fo
¢« much affli@ed?’ ¢ Alas! ‘Madam, (cried
¢ he) who can be otherwife? The King has or-
¢ dered me to kill you here, and to carry him your
¢ Heart and Tongue, or elfe he will put me to
¢ Death.” At thefeWords the poor-Princefs-turned
pale, and fell a crying, and in that Condition
looked like a Lamb that was going to the Slaughter;
then fixing her Eyes on the Captain, without any

Anger,

SN A m e a
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Anger, faid to him, « Have you Courage enough
¢ to kill me, who never did yeu any Injury in nfy
¢ Life, but rather always fpoke to the King in
your Favor? Batif I have deferved my Father’s
¢ Anger, I {ubmit without murmuring. Alas!
I have thewn him but too much Love and Refpedt,-
for him to complain without Injultice.” Fear not
fair Princefs g/aid the Officer, V1l {ooner fuffer the
Death I am threaten’d with, thaa be guilty of fo
barbarous an Aéion; but when I am gone, you
will not be more fafe: We muft fiand out fome Ex-
pedient to perfuade the King you are dead.’

¢ What way canwe find out? reply’d Miranda,
¢ He will not be fatisfied, unlefs he fees my Tongue
¢ and Heart.” At that Patypara, who ftood by, and
heard all, without being obferved by either the Prin-
cefs or the Captain, advanced boldly, and throwing
herfelf at Miranda’s Feet, {aid, < 1 come, Madam,
¢ to offer you my life, let me be the facrifice: I
¢ thall be but too well pleafed to die for fo good a
¢ Miftrefs,” ¢ I have no need of fo tender a Proof
¢ of thy Friendfhip, faid the Princefs (kifling her)
< thy Life ought now to be as dear to me as my
‘ own.” Whereupon Grabugeon came forward, and
faid, ¢ You are in the right, my Princefs, to love {6
¢ faithful a Slave as Parypata; fhe may be more
< ferviceable to you than I can, therefore 1 offer
¢ you my Heart and T'eugue with Joy.” ¢ Oh my
¢ pretty Grabugeon, reply’d Mivanda, 1 cannot bear
¢ the Thoughts of taking thy life away.” With
that Tintin cry’d out, that it was infupportable to
fo faithful a Dog as be was, that any other buc him
fhould lay down their Life for his Miftrefs ; and
thereupon arofe a great Difpute between Parypata,
Grabugeon, and Tintin: In fhort, Grabugeon being
quicker than the reft, dimb’d up to the Top of a
high Tree, and threw himielf down, and broke his
- Neck; and the Captain of the Guard, with a great
deal of perfuafion; got leave of the Princefs to cut

out

a

LY o L) - - - -



Or, the WisuEs, 41

out his Tongue ; but it proved too fmall to venture
to cheat the King with it.

¢ Alas ! my poorlittle Ape, {aid the Princefs, thon
¢ haft loft thy Life without doing me any Service !
¢« That honor is referved for me, interrupted the
¢ Moor;’ and at the fame Time cut her Throat with
the Knife that Grabugeon’s Tongue was cut out with,
The Officer was for carrying her Tongue, but that
it was too black to pafs for Miranda’s. < How unfor-
¢ tunate am I, {aid the Princefs, seeping, thus to
¢ lofe what I love, and not to be one whit the better
¢ for it.” ¢ If you had accepted of my Propofition,
¢ faid Tintin, you would have had none to have
« griev’d for but me, and I fhould have had the Sa-
¢ tisfaCtion of being regretted alone.” Whereupon
Mirandakifs’d her little Dog, and cry’d and griev’d
fo much, that fhe {fwoon’d away, and when fhe came
to herfelf, found her Dog dead, her Conductor gone,
and fhe herfelf left with her three dead Favorites;
which fhe buried in a Hole that was ready dug hard
by a Tree, and then bethought herfelf of her own
Security.

As the Foreft wasnot far from her Father’s Court,
it was not fafe for her to ftay there long, left the
thould be known by fome of the Paflengers, there-
fore fhe made all the Hafte fhe could to get out of
it ; but the Foreft was fo large, and the Sun {o hot,
that fhe was ready to die with Heat, Fear, and
Wearinefs; and was in continual Apprehenfions
left her Father fhould follow and kill her: But fiil
continued going forwards, making lamentable
Complaints, having her gown almoft tore off, and
her Skin fcratched by the Thorns and Brambles.
At laft hearing the Bleating of Sheep, ¢ Without
¢ doubt, faid fhe to herfelf, here are fome Shepherds
¢ with their Flocks, who may dire& me to {ome
¢ Hamlet where I may difguife myfelf in fome
¢ Country Drefs : For, alas! continued the, Princes
¢« are not always the moft happy: Who believes
¢“that I am a Run-away? That my Father, with-
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¢ out any Caufe or Reafon, feeks my Life? Arnd

¢ that I, to fave it, muft be forced to difguife my-
« felf > While fhe was making thefe Reflections,
fhe arrived at the Place from whence fhe heard the
Bleating ; but how great was¢ her furprize, when
fhe came to a fpacxous Plain, to fee a large Ram,
as white as Snow ; his Horns wete gilt, a Garland
of Flowers was faﬂ:ened about his Neck, his Legs
were adorn’d withBracelets of Pearls of a prodigious
Size, and he was laid on Orange Flowers, and
fhaded from the Heat of the Sun by a Pavillion of
Clothof Gold. An hundred Sheep finely adorned
were waiting about him, fome drinking Coffee,
Sherbet, and Lemonade; others eating Straw-
berries and cream, and Sweetmeats; and others
again playing at Lafquenet and Baffet ;. fome had
rich Collars of Gold, with a gallant Device, and
fome their Ears bored, and full of Ribbons. M-
randa was fo much amazed, that fthe was perfectly
motioniefs, and looked all about for the Shepherd of
fuch an extraordinary Flock, when the beautiful
Ram came bounding and fkipping, and faid,
¢ Approach, divine Princefs, be not afraid of fuch
« gentle pacific Creatures as we are.” ¢« What pro-
¢ digy 1s this (faid the Princels, ftepping back) to
¢ hear Sheep fpeak?” < Alas! Madam, (faid the
¢ Ram) your Ape and Dog fpoke, and why is it

¢ more ftrange that we fhould > A Fairy (aniwered
¢ Miranda) beftowed that gift upon them.” ¢ And
« might uct the like Adventure attend us? (replied
¢ the Ram, fmiling) : But my Princefs, what
¢ brought you hither > ¢ A thoufand misfortunes,
¢ (replied Miranda;) T am the moft miferable
¢ Perfon in the World, and feek an Afylum to
¢ avoid the Rage of a Father.” ¢ Come, Madam,
¢ with- me (replied the Ram) I will afford you
¢ one, where you fhall be known by none, and be
¢ abfolute Miftre(s.” ¢ But I am not able to follow
¢ you (replied fhe) T am fo weary.” Whereapon
the Ram ordered his Chariot, and foon after up-

pecared
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peared fix Goats, harnefled to a Gourd Shell, large
enough for two Perfons to fit in with Eafe, and
lined with Velvet. The Princefs placed herfelf in
it, admiring an Equipage {0 novel, and the Ram
got in after her, and then drove to the Cavern’s
Mouth, which was ftopped by a large §tone, which,
on the Ram’s touching with his Foot, removed.
After which, ‘he told the Princefs fhe might go
down without any Danger; which fhe would hard-
ly have ever confented to, had not her Fear of be-
ing taken prompted her to it; and, upon that Ac-
coant, fhe never hefitated, but followed her Con-
ductor.

As the Steps were very numerous, the Princefs
thought that fhe was either going to pay a Vifit to
their Antipodes, or the Elyfian Shades; but was
much more furprized when fhe difcovered a vaft
Plain enamelled with various Flowers, which ex-
celled all the Perfumes the had ever {fmelt, fur-
rounded with a large River of Orange Flower
Water, In the Mid#t of this Plain were Fountains
of Wine, Rofa-folis, and other exquifite Liquors,
which formed Cafcades and other pleafant pur-
ling Brooks, and here and there Holts of Trees,
which ferved for fhelter to Variety of choice Birds
and Fowls, as Partridges, Quaiis, Pheafants, Or-
tolans, Turkeys, Pullets, &c. and in fome Parts,
the Air was darkened with Showers of Bifcuits,
blanched Almonds, Tarts, Cheefecakes, Marrow-
Puddings, all Manner of Sweetmeats, both wet and
dry; and in fhort, with all Neceilaries of Life,
with great Plenty of Crown-Pieces, Guineas, Pearls
and Diamonds. = Without Doubt, the Rarity and
Ufefulnefs of this Rain would have brought the
Royal Ram a great many Vifitors, if he had been
defirous of Company ; hut all the Writers that men-
tion him, affure us, that he chofe to be retired, and
was as grave as any Roman Senator. .

- As it was -the pleafanteft Seafon of the Year
when Miranda arrived there, the faw no other Pal}ace
than
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than what Chambers, Halls, and Clofets, Orange-
trees, Jeflamine, Honey-fuckles, and Rofe-trees
formed by intermixing their Boughs. The Prince-
ly Ram told Miranda, that he had reigned Sove-
-reign there feveral Years, and had fufficient Caufe
to be afflicted ; but that he refrained from Tears,
that he might not remind her of her Misfortunes.
¢ Your Manner of Treatment, charming Sheep (faid
¢ fhe) is {fomewhat fo generous, that I cannot ex-
¢ prefs my Acknowledgment enough; and I muft
¢ confefs, that what 1 fee feems fo extraordinary,
¢ I know not what to think of it.> No fooner had
fhe pronounced thefe Words, but there appeared a
Troop of beautiful Nymphs, who prefented her
with Fruit out of Amber Batkets ; but when fhe
went near them, they infenfibly moved from her;
and at laft reaching out her Hand to take hold of
one of them, and feeling nothing, the foon perceived
they were only Phantoms. ¢ Alas! (faid fhe,
¢ weeping) where am I, and what are thefe >’ At
that Inftant, the Royal Ram, for {o I muft call him,
returning, having left her fome Moments, and fee-
ing her fhed Tears, remained Motionlefs, and
ready to die at her Feet,
¢ What is the Matter with my beautiful Princefs?
¢ (faid he) Have I any Way failed in the Refpeét
¢ that 1s due to you?’ ¢ No (faid fhe) but I am not
¢ ufed to live among the Dead, and with Sheep that
¢ talk : Every Thing here terrifies me; and though
¢ my Obligation is great to you for bringing me
¢ hither, yet I muft beg one Favor more of you, ta
¢ conduét me back.” ¢ Fright not yourfelf (replied
¢ he) vouchfafe to hear me quietly, and you fhall
¢ know my deplorable Adventure.’
¢ I was born 2 Prince : A great Race of Kings,
¢ who were my Anceftors,. left me in Pofleflion of
¢ one of the moft beautiful Kingdoms in theWorld ;
¢ my Subjelts lov’d me, my Neighbours both fear’d
¢ and envy’d me, and I was efteem’d with fome
¢ Juftice. © My Perfon was not indifferent to thofe
that
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¢ that faw me ; and being a great Lover of Hunt-
¢ ing, as I was one Day purfuing a Stag, and {epa-
¢ rated from my Attendants, the Stag took into a
¢ Pond : I plunged my Horfe in after him with too
¢ much imprudence, as well as Rafthnefs ; but, in-
¢ ftead of finding the Water cold, I found it extra-
< ordinary hot, and the Pond becoming dry all on
¢« a fudden,there iflued out of a Clifft a terrible Fire,
< and I fell to the Bottom from oft the Precipice,
¢« where I could fee nothing but Flames. I belicved
¢ myfelf loft, when I heard a Voice fay, They
¢ muft be greater Flames that warm thy Heart, un-
-« grateful Man. Alas! cried I, who is that who
< complains of my Coldne{s? An uafortunate
« Wretch replied the Voice, who adores you with-
¢« out Hope. At the fame Time the Fire went out,
< and I {faw a Fairy whom I knew from my Youth,
« and whofe Age and Uglinefs always frightened
« me; fhe was leaning on a young Slave of incom-
« parable Beauty, who was loaded with Chains of
¢ Gold to denote her Slavery. What Prodigy is
< this, faid I to Ragorte, which yas the Fairy’s
« Name; was this done by your Orders? Alas!
¢« by whofe Orders elfe do you think ? replied fhe ;
« Have you never known my Sentiments till now ?
« Muft I be forced to explain myfelf—my Eyes
¢ ufed never to fail of Conquefts; have they now
« loft all their Power? Confider how low I ftoop,
« ’tis a Fairy that makes this Confeflion, and Kings
¢ are, in refpeét to them, but as Ants. I am en-
« tirely at your Pleafure, faid I to her, with an Air
¢« and Tone that exprefled fome Impatience; but
« what is it that you atk? ~ Is it my Crown, my
« Cities, or my Treafure? Oh Wretch, replied
« the, difdainfully, I can make my Skullions, when
« [ pleafe, greatcr than thee : T afk thy Heart; my
¢ Eyes have afk’d it a thoufand Times, and thou haft
< not underftood them, or at lealt wouldft not, Wert
¢ thou engaged with any other, I fhould not inter-
¢ rupt thee in thy Amours; but 1 have too great an
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¢ Intereft in thee not to difcover the Indifference of
¢ thy Heart. - Ah! grant me thy Love, added fhe,
¢ thutting her Mouth, to render it the more agree-
¢ able, androlling lier Eyes about, I will be thy dear
¢ Ragotze, will add twenty Kingdoms to that thou
¢ poflefleft,an hundred Towers of Gold, five hundred
¢ tull of Silver, and whatever thou canlt defire be-
s-4f1des.”
¢ Madam Ragotte, {aid I to her, I beg of you, by
¢ all the Charms that render you lovely, to fet me
¢ at Liberty, and then we’ll fee what I can do to
¢ pleafe you. Oh T'raitor ! cried fhe, if thou lovedft
¢ me, thou wouldft not mourn fo much after thy
¢« own Kingdom ; but wouldft be content to live in
< a Grotto, Wood, or Defert. - Do not believe me
¢ to be {o great a Novice; thou thinkeft of ftealing
¢ away, but I tell you for your Comfort, you muft
< ftay here ; and the firft Thing you fhall do, fhall
¢ be to keep my Sheep, which have as much Wit,
+ and {peak as well as thou doft. At the fame
« Time fhe brought me into this Plain, where we
« are now, and thewed me her Flock, which I look-
< ed on but little ; for that beautiful Slave that was
¢« with her took up all my Regard, and my Eyes
¢ betray’d me; which the cruel Ragotte obferving,
¢ dew upon her, and ftabb’d her in the Eye with
s her Bodkin, and fo deprived that adoreable Ob-
* jet of her Life. At this difmal Sight, I fell on
¢ Ragotte, and clapping my Hand upon my Sword,
¢« was going to facrifice her to the Manes of that dear
¢ Slave, had fhe not rendered me motionlefs by
« her Art. My Effort being vain, I fell on the
« Ground, and endeavoured to kill myfelf, to de-
¢« liver myfelf from that wretched State I was re-
« duced to ; when fhe, with an ironical Smile, faid
¢« to me, 1 will make you feel my Power; you are
« at prefent a Lion, but fhall, ere long, be a Sheep.
¢ Whereupon touching me with her Wand, I found
s myfelt metamorpholed, fuch as you fee me ; but
¢ retained both my Speech, and thofe Sentiments
of
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ef Grief which Towe to my unhappy ftate. < Thou
¢ fhalt be five Years a Sheep, (continued fhe) and
abfolute mafter of this {weet Abode : while I,
feparated from thee, and never beholding thy
_agreeable Form, fhall think on nothing but the
. Hatred I bear thee.” Herenpon fhe difappeared;
and if any thing could have {uftened my Misfor~
tunes, or given any Allay to my Difgrace, ’twas
her Abfence. _

The Sheep fhe {poke of acknowledged ifie to be
their King, told me all their Misfortunes, how
they difpleafed the revengeful Fairy, how fhe had
compofed a Flock of them, and that they all un-
derwent the {ame Punifhment. But (added he)
when their Time is expired, they will refume their
own Forms, and leave the Flock; and for thofe
who are Ragotte’s Rivals, or Enemies, whom fhe.
has kill’d, theyabide here an Age before they re-.
turninto the World again : Of which Number the.
young Slave is, whom I told you of. I have feen,
her feveral Months together, but{he never {peaks to
me; and, when I approach’d towards: ger, it
grieved me when I knew .it was only a Shadow s
But having obferved one of my Flock always, by
that Phantom, I underftood he was her Lover,
whom Ragotre, jealous of the tender Imprefions
they had made on each other, had taken from
her. ' , :

This was the Reafon that made mé remove from
that Fairy, and, for thefe laft three Years, think.
of hothing but my Liberty, which was what en-
gaged me to gooften te the Forelt, where I fome-;
times have {een you, fair Princefs,driving your
Chaile, like Diana, in her Silver Chariot, and
other Times mounted on a fiery Steed, riding over
the Plains with the Princefles and Ladies of the
Court, and like another, always fure to gain the
Prize. Alas! if at thofe Times I durft have
fpoke, what finc Thinks fhould 1 not have fuid,
when my Heart offered: up its fecres Vows ¢ Bat
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How would you have received the Declaration of
an onhappy Sheep like me.

_ Miranda was fo much concerned at what fhe
heard, that fhe hardly knew what Anfwer to make ;
hawever, paying him fome Civilities, which gave
' Mm fome Hopes, fhe told him, fhe fhould not be
fo much afraid of thofe Shades, fince they were to
come to Life again: < Butalas ! (continued the)
¢ if my poor Paiypata, my dear Grabugeon, and
“ my pretty Tintin, who died to ferve me, were to
¢ meet with the like Fate, I fhould not be fo
¢ much concerned here.’

Tho’ the Royal Ram underwent great Difgraces,
yet had he a great many admirable Privileges,
< Go, (faid he) to his firft Squire, who was a
¢ Sheep of a good Mein, go fetch the Moor, the
¢ Monkey, and the little Dog ; their Shades may
¢ divert our Princefs.” Soon after Miranda faw
them ; and tho’ they came not nigh enough to be
touched by her, yet their Prefence was fome Com-
fort to her. In fhort, the Royal Ram, who was
endued with all the Wit and Delicacy proper to
fupport an agreeable Converfation, was fo paf-
fionately in Love with Miranda, that fhe began to
have fome Regard for him, and to make fome
Returns ; for what can be difpleafing in a beauti-
ful, kind, carefling Sheep, efpecially when known
to be a King, whofe Metamorphofis was to have
an End? 'Thus the Princefs pafs’d her Days in
the fweet Expettation of a more happy Fate, while
the gallant Ram, whofe Thoughts were folely
beat on her, made Entertainments, Concerts of
Mufic, and did every thing that was in his Power
to divert her; his Troop affiting him in them,
and the Shades contributing fomewhat thereunto.

One Evening, when the Couriers arriv’d, for
he was very fond of News, and always had the
beft, they told him, That the eldeft Sifter of the

Miranda, was going to marry a great
ang that the Nuptials were to be very mag-

nificent,
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nificent. ¢ Alas! (cried the young Princefs) how
unfortunate am I, not to fee fuch fine Things ?
I am here under Ground with Ghofts and Sheep,
while my Sifter, who will be drefs’d as fineas a
ueen, will have all the Court made to her, and
I thall be the only one that will not partake of
her Joy.” ¢ Madam, why do you complain ?
(faid the Royal Ram to her) Have I deny’d
your going to the Wedding! Go, when you
pleafe ; but give me your Word, you will come
again: If you deny me this, you fhall fee me
expire at your Feet ; for my Love is too violent
¢ for me to fupport myfelf when I fhall lofe you.”
Miranda promifed him nothing fhould prevent
her Return. He gave her an Equipage fuitable to
her Birth: She was drefs’d very richly, and ne-
glected nothing that might fet off her Charms;
the got into a Chariot of Mother of Pearl, drawn
by fix Creatures that were half Griffins, and newly
arrived from the Autipodes, and was attended by a
great Number of Officers that were richly drefs’d,
and who had been fent a great Way to make up
her Train. _

With this Equipage fhe arrived at the King her
Father’s Court, juft when they were celebrating
the marriage ; as foon as fhe enter’d, fhe furprized
all that faw her with the Luftre of her Beauty
and Jewels, and heard nothing but Acclamations

in her own Praife. The King looked at her with
great Attention and Pleafure, which put her into
fome Fear left he fhould know her; but he was fo
much prepoffefied with her Death, that he had
not the leaft Idea of her. Neverthelefs the Appre-
henfion of being ftopp’d, prevented her ftaying
’till the Ceremony was over, and made her go
away fuddenly, leaving a Box of Jewels behind
her, whereon thefe Words were writ, Thefe Feavels
are for the new-married Couple : and when theg
opened it, there was nothing init. The King,
who had flattered himfelf with fome Hopes, and was
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defirous to know who fhe was, was in the utmof
Defpair when he knew fhe was gone, and order’d
his Officers, whenever fhe came again, to fhut the
- Gates and keep her. Though Miranda w.s not
long abfent, yet it feemed an Age to the Roya/
Ram, who waited for her by a Fountain Side in
the thickeft of the Foreft, where he had brought
out immenfe Riches to offer her as an Acknow-
ledgement of her Return.  As foon as he faw her,
he ran dowards her fkipping and bounding, ca-
refled her in his Manner a thoufand Times, laid
him down at her Feet, kiffed her Hands, told her
his Difquiets and Impatience ; wherein his Paffion
afforded him fo-much Eloquence, that the Prin-
cefs was charmed with it.

- Some Time afterwards the King married his fe-
cond Daughter, ‘and Mirarda being informed of
it, defired the Ram to let her go again; who at
that Propofition, was extremely grieved : A fecret
Forefight prepofifefled him with his Misfortune ;
but as it 1s not always in our Power to prevent
what we forefee, fo his Complaifancy to the Prin-
cefs overbalancing his Intereft in her, he was not
able to deny her. * ¢ You will leave me, Madam,
¢ (faid he) but this proceeds more from my ill
« Fortune than from you; I confent to your De-
¢ fires, fince I never could make you a greater Sa-
¢ crifice.” She aflured him fhe would ftay nolon-
ger than fhe had done before : that the would be
as much concerned as hiumfelf to be detained ; and
defired him not to make himfelf uneafy, In fhort,
fhe had the fame Equipage as before, and arrived
 there juft as the Ceremony began. Her Prefence,
notwithftanding their Attention to the Ceremony,
occafioned a general Shout of Joy and Admira-
tion, and drew the Eyes of all the Princes upon
her ; who found her Beauty fo extraordinary and
uncommon, that they could hardly believe her to
be mortal. The King was overjoyed to fee her
again, and never tooE his Eyes off from her but

once,
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once, to give Orders to lock up all the Gates. When
the Ceremony was almoft over, the Princefs got
up fuddenly to fteal out of the Croud, but was very
much {arprized and vexed to find all the Gates
fhut. The King went up to her with great Re-
‘{fpe&, and a Submiflion that gave her fome KEn-
couragement, defiring- her not to deprive hun fo
foon of the Pleafure of feeing her, and to honour
him and his Court with her Prefence, Then lead-
ing her into a magnificent Hall, where all the
Court was, he himfelf held a golden Bafon full of
Water for her to wafh her Hands in. At this the
Princefs, who was no longer Miftrefs of her T'ran{-
port, threw herfelf at his Feet, and embracing his
Knees, faid, ¢ See, Sir, my Dream is fulfilled ;
¢ you have held a Bafon- for me to wafh in, the
¢ Day of my Sifter’s Wedding, without any Mif-
¢ fortune attending you.’

The King foon knew her tobe his Daughter Mis
randa, and embracing her, and fhedding fome
Tears, faid, < Alas! my dear Child, can you for-
¢ get the Cruelty of a Father, who would have {a-
¢ crificed your Lifebecaufe he thought your Dream

denoted the Lofs of his Crown ? It fhall be {o,
(continued he) fince both your Sifters are mar-
ried, and have each a Crown, mine fhall be
< yours.’ And at that Inftant rifing up, he put
the Crown on the Princefs’s Head, and then faid,
¢ The Gods preferve the Queen Miranda.” Where-
upon the whole Court gave a_great Shout of Joy,
and her two Sifters came and hung about her Neck, -
and embraced her a _thoufand Times. Miranda
was fo much overioyed, that fhe both cried and
laughed, embraced one, and talked to another,
thanked the King, and afked for the Captain of
the Gioards, to whom fhe was obliged for all; and
being told that he was dead, was very much griev-
ed thereat.  When they were at the Table, the
King defired to hear what had happened to her
13 from
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from the Day whereon thofe fatal Orders were
' given; which fhe acquiefcing with, related her
whole Story, without omitting the leaft Circum-
ftance. But while fhe was thus engaged with the
King and her Sifters, the Time of her Return was
elapfed, and the amorous Ram became fo uneafy,
that he was no longer Mafter of himfelf, and fee-
ing that fhe came not again, f{aid to himfelf,
* My unhappy Form of a Sheep is difpleafing to
* her; alasl too unfortunate Lover, what fhall
* I'do without Miranda ? Ragotte, inhuman Fairy,
¢ how great is thy Revenge, for my Indifference
¢ towards thee.” *Complaining in this Manner,
and feeing Night approaching, without any Ap-
pearance of his Princefs’s coming, he ran to the
falace and atked for Miranda: Butas every Body
had heard of his Adventure, and were unwilling
that the Princefs fhould go back again with him,
-they refufed him the Sight of her in {o rude a Man-
ner, that he fetched Sighs, and made Complaints
- capable of piercing the Hearts of all that heard -
him, except the Soldiers that kept the Gates;
and at laft, overcome with his Grief, laid himfelf
down and died.

The King, who knew nothing of this deep T'ra-
gedy, propofed to his Daughter to ride in a Cha-
riot through all the Streets of the City. to fhew
her to her Subjeéts; but what a difmal Sight was
itto her, when they got out of the Gates of the
Palace, to fee her dear Sheep ftretched on the
Ground void of Life ? She jumped with Precipi-
tation out of the Chariot, ran to him, cried over
him, and bemoaned the Death of the Roya/ Ram,
which fhe knew was owing to her not being {o
good as her Word, and in her Difpair thought to
have partook of his Fate.

- .'The Fairy Lauretina, who had prefided over
their Births, fenfibly affe€ted at the Lovers’ un-
fortunate Sitwation, came to their Relief, ap;il

‘ Wit
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with 2 Touch of her Talifman, not only reftored
the Royal Ram t0 Life, but to his natural Form
as a beautiful Prince. The good old King, happy
in his Withes for his Daughter, finding the Prince
royally defcended, confented to their Union ; and
in full Court made them Heirs to his Kingdom.

Thus we fee'by Virtue and Perfeverance, tho”
Calamities may furreund us.—Yet if we are good,
we fhall ultimately be happy.
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PERCINGET

T HERE was aKing and a Queen who had
only one Daughter. Her Beauty, her
Sweetnefs of Temper, and her Wit, which were
incomparable,-caufed her Parents to give her the
Name of Gracig/c. She was her Mother’s fole
Delight ; who order’d new Garments for every

‘Morning throughout the Year, either of Cloth_of

Gold, Velvet or Sattin. Yet though fhe was
drefs’d in the richeft Manner, fhe was not proud,
nor vain-glorious., She fpent the Morning, with
Learned Perfons, who taught her all manner of
Sciences ; and in the Afternoon the was employ’d
at her Needle in Company with the Queen, At
Dinrer and Supper fhe was ferv’d in Plate, and
the Table was fpread with Dithes of Sweet-meats,
and all manner of Confeétionary : fo that the was
faid to be the moft happy Princefs in the World,
There was in the fame Court an old Maid, but
very rich, called the Duchefs Grognon, every way
a moit frighiful Creature to look upon: Her Hair
was red as Fire ; fhe had 2 Face dreadfully broad,
and cover’d over with large Pimples: Of both hey
Eyes that formerly the had, there nothing remain’d
but cortinual Blear : Her Mouth was {o wide as if

ite
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fhe would have devour’d all the World ; only thofe
Fears ceas’d, when People faw the had no Teeth :
She was Hunch-back’d and Cramp-fhoulder’d both
before and behind, and lame of both Legs. This
{ort of Monfters bear a great Malice 10 alk thofe that
are lovely and beautifel. -She mortally hated Gra-
¢tofa upor this Account, and retir’d from Court that'
the might not hear the continual Praifes beftowed,
on her Charms. She liv’d in a particular Caitle of
her own, not far diftant ; and when any Perfoa who
came to vifit her, fpoke in Praife of the Princefs;’
fhe would cry out in a violent Paffion, *Tis falfe,
>tis falfe ; fhe’s not a bit handfome ; I have more
Charms in my little Finger than fhe has in her
whole Body.

In the mean Time the Queen fell fick'and dy’d ;
and the Princefs Graciofa was very near following
her, fuch was her Grief for the Lofs of fo goed a
Mother. The King alfo no lefs bemoan’d his fatal
Divorce from fo dear and loving a Wite; he fhut
himfelfup in his Palace for a whole Year together; -
till at length his Phyficians, fearing left he thould
impair his Health, befought him for his own gcod
to take the Air, and divert himfelf. In compliance
with this Advice, he one Day went aHunting ; but
the Weather being extremely hot, and perceiving
a fair Caftle not far off, upon the Purlieus of the
Foreft, thither he made with all his T'rain, and went
in to repofe himfelf. ~

Immediately the Duchefs Grognon, having Notice
of the King’s Arrival, (for to her 1t was that the Caftle
belong’d) made hafte to receive him, and told him
that the cooleft Part of the Cajtle, was a large hand-
fome Under-Room, to which fhe defired his Ma-
jefty would give her Leave to condult him. = Ac-
cordingly the King went alongwith her; and feeing
in the Room above TwoHundred Pipes all in Rows
one above another, heafk’d her whether it were for
her own Ufe only that (he made fuch large Provi-

D fion,
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fion. Yes, Sir, faid the, I provide for none bat
myfelf and Family ; I fhould be very glad if your
Majefty would be pleafed to tafte my Liquors ; here
is Canary, St.Laurcnt, Champaigne, Hermitage, Ri-
wefalte Rofa folis, Perficot, Fenouillet; which will
you Majefty make choice of ? Frankly, faid the
King, I hold your Champaigne Wine to be the beft.
Grognon immediately took a little Hammer, and
having given a Rap ortwo at the Head of the Pipe,
it opened, and out came 2 Million of Piftoles : Ha !
what’s the meaning of this, faid the, with a Smile!
and knocking at the Head of another Pipe, out
flew as many double Zoxis 4’Ors as would have filled
a Buthel. Good God ! what’s all this for, f{aid fhe,
in a feigned Aftonithment ! From thence pafling
to the Third, the knocked in the fame Manner, and
there iflued as many Pearls and Diamonds as co-
covered the Floor. Well, Sir, {aid the to the King,
this is paft my Underftanding ; fome body muft
certainly have robbed me of my fine Wines, .and
filled up the Veflels with thefe Trifles. Trifles!
cried the King, in Amazement: Inthe Name of
Prophecy, Madam Grognoz, do you call thefe
Trifles ? Why, Woman, thefe Trifles are enough
to buy Ten Cities as big as London. Well then,
Sir, faid fhe, to be plain with you, all thefe Pipes
are full of Gold and Precious Stones, and I will
make you Mafter of them, upon Condition you
will marry me. A Match, cry’d the King, (who
Ioved Money better thanany thing) this very Day,
if you pleafe, before we flir out of the Caftle. But
ftay, faid fhe, there is one Condition more: I will
be Miftrefs of your Daughter as her Mother was ;
dhe fhall be wholly at my Command, you fhall leave
me the fole Difpofal of her. Agreed, cried the
King ; you fhall be Miftrefs of my Daughter t00 :o=m
Here i1s my Hgnd upon it. Grognon gave him her
Hand : after which, having given him the Key
of the wealthy Cellar, they took their Jeaves. 3



Graciosa and PercINET. 59

"So foon as the King arrived at his Palace, Gra-
¢io/z hearing that her Father was returned, ran to
meet him ; embraced him, and afked him whether
he had had good Sport ? To which her Father re-
plied, I have caughta Pigeon alive. - Oh, Sir, {aid
fhe, give it tome, andl will make it my Care.
That cannot be, continued the King ; for that I
may more intelligibly explain myfelf, I muft tell
thee, that I have met the Duchefs Grognon, and
taken her to my Wife. Good Heavens! cried
Graciofa, in her firft Tranfports, do you call her
a Pigeon, who is Ten thoufand Times uglier than
an Owl?—Hold your Tongue, faid the King ;
thewing himfelf fomewhat offended.—’Tis my
Pleafure that you love and refpet her as much as
if the were your Mother.—Go therefore and drefs
yourfelf—for I intend this Day to xeturn back, and
meet her. ;

The Princefs was very obedient; and went to
her Chamber to drefs : But her Nurfe, perceiving
by her Eyes that fomething troubled her, What is
the matter, my dear Jewel, faid fhe, why weeps
my Child? Oh! my poor Nurfe, replied Gracio/a,
how 1s it poffible I fhould do otherwife than weep :
my Father is going to bring me home a Mother-
in-lagw ; and to compleat my Mifery, the only and
moft cruel Enemy I have in the World 5 ina Word,
it is the hideous Grognon. How is it poflible to be-
hold her within thefe Curtains, which the Queen,
my dear Mother, fo curioufly embroidered with
her own Hands? How is it poflible to carefs a2
hideous Face that has {o impatiently fought my
Death? My dear Child, replied the Nurfe, there
is a Neceflity that your Demeanour fhould be as
confpicuouily good, as your Birth is great: Prin-
cefles, like yourfelf, ought to give greater Example
than others : And what more noble Example can
you give, than that of Obedience to your Father 2
Promife me then, that you will not lgt Grognon fee

yor
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- you difcontented. 'The Princefs had much ado to
refolve ; but the difcreet Nurfe gave her fo many
good Reafons for it, that fhe promifed atlaft to put
as good a Face upon the Matter as the could, and
comply with her Step-dame’s Humour,” = -
Prefently fhe drefled herfelf in a Green Gar-
ment, the Ground of which was Cloth of Gold
Her white difhevelled Hair flowed in loofe Ringlets
about her Shoulders, the Sport of the playing and
enamoured Zephyrs, which was the Mode of that
~Time ; and fhe put upon her Head a light Garland
of Rofes and Jeflamines, the Leaves of which were
all of Emeralds. In this Drefs, Penus, the Mother
of Cupid, would not have appeared fo fair. Yet
her Sadnefs, which fhe could not overcome, was
fill vifible in her Countenance. . \
But to retarn to Grognon : That hideous Crea-
thre too was employed in the Decoration of her
Deformity. - She had caufed one Shoe to be made
Half a Cubit higher than the other, to avoid Limp-
ing as much as poflible fhe could. The Valley on
one f{ide of her Back was filled up’ with 2 Bolfter
well ftuffed, to makeitlevel with the Mountain on
the other Side : She had fupplied one of the empty
- Holes with a Glak Eye, the beft the cou'd meet
with ; and had painted ‘her ‘Cheeks White, and
dyed her abominable Carrots Black : Then fhe put
on a Purple Robe lined with Blue, over which fhe
- wore a Yellow loofe Veft tved with Violet Rib-
bands. © And fhe would needs make her Entry on

. Horfeback; becaufe fhe had heard the Queens of

Spain were wont {o to do.

While the King was giving out'his Orders, Gra-
«iofa, who waited for his going to meet Grognon,
went.down into the Garden, and walking forward

ato a gloomy Grove, feated her’f’e}fupon a2 Bank of

Turfs: Here, faid fhe, atlength I am at Liberty :
Here I may weepras long as [ will without Molef-
ration : And with thatfhe fella fighing and weep-

lﬁlg
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“ing to that Degree, that her Eyes looked like two
“Fountzins of Water, In this Condition, having
" forgot all Thoughts of returning again to_the Pi-
‘lace, ‘fhe {py’d coming towards her a Page clad in

Green Sattin, with white Plumes in his Cap, and
‘the moft beautiful Countenance in the World ; who,

when he drew néar her, with, one Knee upon the

Ground ; Princefs, faid he, the King ftays for you.
‘She was furpriz’d by the attradtive Features which

fhe obferved in the young Page ; and in regard {Lie
“knew him not, thought he might be oneof Grognon’s
“Train. How long, faid fhe, have'you been ad-
“mitted by theKing into the Number of his Pages ?
"I belong not, Madam, to the King, faid he; I
‘belong to you, and never will belong to any other.

You' belong to me ! replied the Princefs, full of
" Aftonithment, how is that poflible, fince I know
-not who you are! Oh, Princefs, faid he, I never

durft as yet attempt to make myfelf known. But

the Misfortunes with which you are threatened by
the King’s Marriage, oblige me to fpeak to you
fooner than otherwife I would have done. I had
refolved to leave to Time and my own afliduous
“Services, the Care of manifefting my Love and
Refpeét for your Highnefs, and How ! a Page,
cried the Princefs, has a Page the Prefumption to
tell me he loves me ! This compleats the Meafure
of my Misfortunes.  Fright not you yourfelf, fair

Graciofa, {aid the Page, with a tender and refpeét-
" ful Air; Iam'Percinet, a Prince too well known,
both by my Birth, Riches, and Learning, for you
to. find fo great an Inequality between us, though
your Merit and Beauty do indeed make a Diftinc-
tion. I am often in thofe Flaces which you fre-
quent, though you fec me not. The Gift of Fa-
ryifm, which I received from my Birth, has greatly
affifted to procure me the Pleafure of your Com-
pany : I will attend you this Day, whereveryou go,
and perhaps it may fo fall oit, that I'may not prove

~ 3 ufelefs
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a ufelels Companion. All the while he was {peak-
ing, the Princefs looked upon him with Aftcnifh-
ment from which fhe could {carce recover herfelf —
At laft, faid the, Are you the Charming Percine,
whom I have had fo great a defire to fee, and of

' whom fach wonders are reported ¢ How glad am I

that you will be in the Number of my Friends !
Now I no longer fear the mifchievous Grognon, fince
you are fo kind to take me under your Proteétion. -

Some few Words more they had together, and then

Graciofa returned to the Palace, where fhe found
a Horle ready harnefled and caparifoned, which
Perfinet had put into the Stable, and which the
Grooms believed to be appointed for her. She
mounted immediately; for the was very nimble and
attive, and the Page took the Horfe by'the Bridle
and led him, turning continually towards his Mif-
trefs, that he might have the Pleafure of beholding
her. »
When the Horfe that was made Choice of to
carry Grognon, appeared near Gracofa’s Palfry,
you would on the Comparifon have thought him
fome Draught-Horfe takén from a Cart ; and the
Furniture of the Princefs’s Horfe did fo glitter with
Precious Stones, that there was no Comparifon
between them : of which the King, whofe Head
was full of a Thoufand other Fancies, took no No-
tice.  But the Eyes of all the Lords-and Ladies
were fixed only upon the Princefs, whofe Beauty
they admired ; and her pretty Page in Green, who
they thought the moft genteel that belonged to -
Court.

‘They met Grognon upon the Road in an open
Calafh, frightfully deformed and mifhapen, not-’
withftanding her Arts to conceal it. 'The King and
the Princefs embraced her, and prefented her her
Horfe to get up and'ride. But, perceiving Gra-~
¢iofa’s Paliry, How! faid fhe, thall that Pufs have
a fiser Horfe. than-17<1 had jather never be

Queen
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Queen, but return to my wealthy Caftle, than be
thas ufed. The King commanded the Princefs
immediately to alight, and make it her Requeft to
Grognon, that fhe would be pleafed to do her the
Honour to accept of her Horfe. :

The Princels obeyed without any Reply; but
Grognon took no Notice of her, nor even thanked
her for her Civility ; but caufing herfelf to be
mounted upon the Princefs’s fine Ambler, fhe looked
then, if poflible, more odious and frightful than
before ; and all the while eight Gentlemen held
her for fear of falling  Neverthelefs fhe was not
pleafed, but muttered a Thoufand Menaces and
Curfes between her Gums. They afked her what
fhe would be pleafed to have? Have ! faid fhe,
why,asl am Miftrefs here, I would have the Green
Page to hold my Horfe, as he did-wien Gracioja
rode upon it. Immediately the King ordered the
Green Page to- lead the Queen’s Horfe. Upon
which Percinet caft his Eyes upon his Miftrefs,
and fhe her’s upon him, without {peaking fo much
as one Word : However, he obeyed, and all the
Court moved on, while the Trumpets founded a-
loud ; whereat Grognon was rejoiced, and thought
to herfelf, fhe would not change her flat Nofe and
fkrew Mouth for all Gracio/a’s Beauty.

But when they leaft expeted it, the mettled
Horfe began to caper and bounce, and at length
fell a running as if ithad been for a Race. Grag-
non held faft by the Mane and the Pommel of the
Saddle, and bawled out a moft hideous Roar ; but
at length her Courfer threw her, and down fhe
came with one Foot in the Stirrup, the Horfe drag-
ing her over the Stones," through Bufhes, and
through thick and thin, till {he was all over fo be-
mired that it would have been a Kindnefs to have
pumped her, But as the whole Court rode after
her as faft as poflible, they foon overtook her,
though not till her Flefh was tora from her Legj ‘

an
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and Thighs, her Head bruifed in three or four
Places, and one Arm broken ; 1n fhort, never was
Royal Bride in fuch a miferable Condition,

The King feemedto be at his Wits End - They
picked her up like 4 Glafs broken in Pioeces ; for
her Bonnet lay in one Place, her Shdes in anether ;
there lay a row of Teeth, there lay an Eye; they
however carried her to the King’s Palace, put her
~ to Bed, and fent for thé moft eminent Surgeons,
- But notwithftanding her Diforder, fhe continued to

fcold and rave without cedfing.

This is one of Graciofa’s Tricks, cried the,

without doubt fhe picked out that unruly headftrong

Jade to do me a Mifchief, and to have killed me

if the could. If the King does not do me Juftice,
+ Il return to my wealthy Caftle, and never fee

-him more.  Grognon’s wrathful Speech was pre-
fently reported to the King; whofe prevailing Paf-
fion being Intereft; the Thoughts of lofing fo many
Pipes of Gold and Diamonds made him tremble ;
fo that he was ready for any Impreflion of Revenge.
He ran to his odious Miftre(s, fell at her Feet, and
fwore, that if fhe would think of 2 Punifhment pro-
portionable to Gracio/a’s Offence, he would give her
up to Chaftifement : To which fhe anfwered, fhe
was fatisfied, and would fend for the Wretch im-
mediately. }

_ Accordinglya Meflenger was fent to tell the Prin-

eefs that' Grognon would fpeak with her. The poor

Princefs immediately turned pale, and fhook ever

Joint of her, believing that the Meflage boded her

no Good, and that it was not to carefs and give her

Sweetmeats that Grognon defired her Company :

She looked about her every where, to {ec whether

Percinet would appear, but there was no Sign of him ;
fo the went with trembling Feet and fad Heart to

Grognon’s Apartment.  Nofooner was the entered,

but' the Doors were locked upon her, and four

Women, refembling four' Furies, fell upon. her,

: tore
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tore her coftly Garments from her Back, and fript
oft her very Shift. But when they difcovered her

-naked Beauty, the cruel Hags being unable to bear
the Luftre of her dazzling Whitenefs, fhut their
Eyes, as if they had been gazing a long Time
upon the Snow. Fall on, fall on, cried the mer-
cilefs Grognon, from her Bed; let me have her
flayed, leave not a Bit of that white Skin, which
fbe thinks {o lovely, upon her Flefh.

In any other Diftrefs Graciofa could have wifh'd
for her dear Percinet; but finding herfelf quite ftript,
fhe was too modeft to defire the Prince fhould be a
Witnefs of her Nakednefs, and therefore fhe pre-
pared herfelf to fuffer like a helplefs Lamb. 'The
four Furies had each ofthem a terrible Rod in their
Hands, and huge Brooms flood by them to make
more, as they wore out the firft: They laid on
without Mercy; and at every Stroke, Grognon
cried out, Harder; harder yet, you are too merci-
ful. '

Nobody would have thought, but that after all
this, the Princefs muft have been flayed alive from
Head to Foot : But it fell out otherwife ; for ‘the
courtly Percimet had bewitched the Womens Eyes,
{o that they thought they had Rods in their Hands,
when they were only light Plumes of various co-
loured Feathers; which Gracio/a immediately per-
ceived, and ceafed to be afraid, Oh, Percinet,{aid

fhe to herfelf, thou art come generoufly to my Re-
lief ! What fhould I have done without thee ? The
Furies having at laft {o tired themfelves, that they
could uo longer ftir their Arfims, they huddled the
_ Princefs’s Cloaths about her, and put her out of
Room, with z great deal of injurious Language,
The Princefs returned to her Chamber, and
feigned to be very ill, went to Bed, and ordered .
that nobody fhould ftay in the Room buther Nurfe,
to whom fhe recounted the whole Story, and, tired
with telling it, fell afleep ;- which the Nurfe per-
ceiving,
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eeiving, went out of the Chamber about Bufinefs,
Soon after, the Princefs waking, fpied in a Cormer
of the Chamber the Green Page, not daring to
- come any nearer out'of Refpect. = She told him the
would never forget the Obligation he had laid upon
her: She-conjured him not to abandon her to the
Fury of her implacable Enemy ; and defired him
for the prefent to retire, becaufe fhe had often been
told, that it was not decent for young Virgins to
be alone with young Men., He replied, that he
hoped fhe was fenfible of the Refpec he had for her ;
and that it was but his Daty, as fhe was his Mif-
trels, to obey her in all Things, though it were at
the Expence of his own Satisfattion. He there.
upon left her; having firft advifed her to feign her-
felf ill from the fevere Treatment fhe had re-
ceived.
Grognon’s Joy to hear that Graciofz was in fuch
a weak Condition, made her mend fooner than
could have been expeéted ; after which the Nuptials
were {olemnized with 2 more than ordinary M ag-
nificence.  And becaufe the King knew that
Grognon, above all Things in the World, loved to
be praifed as a Beauty, he caufed her Picture to be
drawn, and proclaimed a Tournament, wherein
fix of the braveft and moft accomplifhed Knights of
the Court, were to maintain againt all Gairfayers,
that Grognon was the moft beautiful Princefs in the
World. Many Knights and Strangers came to
maintain the contrary. And the ugly Queen was
prefent at all the Combats, placed in a Balcony
under a Canopy of Cloth of Gold; where fhe had the
Pleafure to fee her Knights, by their Strength and
Adivity, Viftors in Defence of her bad Caufe.
Gratig/a, who was placed behind her, drew the
Eyes of all the People upon her, while the filly and
vain-glorious Grognon thought herfelf the only Ob-
Je&t of their Admiration.
At laft, when nonc feemed to be left that ciiurﬁ
' ’ efy
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defy the Champions of Grognmen’s Beauty, on a
fudden there arrived a young Knight, holding in his
Hand a Box that was all fet with Diamonds : Im-
mediately he caufed Proclamation to be made, that
he would maintain Grognen to be the fouleft and
moft deformed of all the Sex, and that fhe, whofe
Picture he had in his Box, was the molft beautiful
Virgin in the World. Having faid this, he ran
againft all the fix Knights, and threw them to the
Ground. After “which fix more prefenting them-
felves, one after another till they numbered four
and twenty, the youngKnightfervedrhem all alike;
and then opening his Box, he told the vanquifhed
Champions, that to convince them of their Error,
he fhould fhew them his beautiful Picture. Every
body immediately knew it to be the Princefls Gra-
¢iofa’s, but who the young Knight was, no body
could tell ; who, after he had made a profound
Bow to his Miftrefs, retired without telling his
Name: But Graciofa did not doubt he was her be-
loved Percinet. (7%

The enraged Grognon, being almoft choaked with
Anger, and unable to fpeak, made Signs that it
was Graciofa the would be at 3 and when fhe could
explain herfelf, fhe fell a raving like a Bedlamite.
How ! faid fhe, difpute with me the Prize of
Beauty ! What bring her Champion to affront my
Knights ! No, it is not to be borne.—T’ll be re-
venged or die. Madam, replied the Princefs, I
proteft to your Majefty, I have no Hand in this
unlucky Accident; and, if you pleafe will fign it
with my Blood, that you are the moft charming
Beauty in the World, and that I am a Moniter of
Deformity. Oh you are Merry, Mrs. Cock-za-
Hoop, replied Grognon ; but I fhall have my turn
in a little Time. Prefently it was told the King
in what a Fury his Wife was, and what a deadly
Fear the Princefs was in; who befought him to
have Pity on her ; for that if he left her to the

Queen’s
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Queen’s Indignation, fhe would fhewher no Mercy.
But the King was not moved ; and all his Anfwer was,
~ that as he had given up the Princefs into the Power

of ber Mother-in-law, fhe might do with her wht

fhe plealed. . :

The wicked Grognon wasted with impatience for
Night; and when it was dark, ordered her Fly-
ing-Coach to be got ready ; forced Graciofa into
" 1t, and dire&ed her to be carrted, under 2z good

Guard, ahuondred Leagues off, into a wide Foreft,
thro’ which nobody durft travel, becaufe it was
full of Lions, Bears, Tigars, and Wolves, When
they were come into the Midft of this Foreft, they
ordered her to alight, and there left her, regard-
lefs of her Tears and Supplications to take Pity on
shher. 1 beg not, faid fhe, my Life at your Hands 3
but only that you will vouch{afe me a {peedy Death:
XKill me, and at once deliver me from the many
Terrors worfe than Death that I am going to
fulfer. But the might as well have talked to fo
many Statues, for they would not even give her an
Anfwer ; and flying from her with an uncompaf-
fionate Speed, left the fair unfortunate Virgin all
alone, Forfaken thus, and in the Dark, fhe wan-
dered for fome Time, not knowing whither the
went, bruifing herfelf fometimes againit the Trees,
falling fometimes, and fometimes entangling a-
~mong the Thorns and Bufhes ; till at length fhe
" fate down upon the Ground, not having Strength

to ftand on her Feet. Percinet, the cried fome-
times to herfelf. Oh Percines ! where art thou?
Is it poflible thou fhouldeft forfake me ? No fooner
had the uttered thele Words, but fhe faw one of
the meft agreeable and furprizing Sights in the
World: It was an Hlumination io {plendid, that
there was bardly a Tree in the Foreft on which there
did not hang feveral Branches fruck with Tapers ;
and at the Bottom of a Walk fke perceived a Pa-
late, which feemed to be all of Chryftal, and
fhone

-
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fhone as bright as the Sun, She fecretly hoped
Percinet had a Hand in this pleafing Enchantment ;
which Hope infpired her with no fmall Joy, though
intermixed with Fear. I am alone, faid fhe to
herfelf ; the Prince is young, agreeable, amorous,
and I am obliged to him for my Life: Oh—this
is too, too much, I muft get ovt of his Way ; ’tis
better I fhould die, than yield to his Love. Hav-
ing uttered thefe Words, fhe arofe faint and weary
as fthe was, and -without fo much as turning her
Eyes towards the Fair Caftle, walked another Way,
fo difturbed by tl:c Diftraction of her Thoughts, that
fhe knew not what fhe did.

At this Inftant, a Noife, which fhe heard behind
her, increafed her Fears, and made her apprehend
fome Wild Beaft was coming to devour her; but
looking, trembling, behind her, fhe perceived
Percinet, who {feem’d more beautiful than Love
himfelf is painted by the moft exquifite Pencils.
What, faid he, my adorable Princefs, do you fly
from me !—Are you afraid of him who adores you ?
Can 1t be, that you thould have f{olittle Knowledge
of my Refpe&, as to believe me capable of failing
in the Duty I owe you ? Ah, no, ceafe your Fears,
and go with me to the Palace of Fairy-land ; into
which, however, 1 will deny myfelf the Pleafure
of entering, if you forbid me. 'There you wiil be
received by the Queen my Morher, and my Sifters,
who already have a moft tender Affeftion for you,
from the Report I have made of youar rare Endovw-
ments.  Gracigf/a, charmed with the fubmiffive
and obliging Manner of her young Lover’s Ad-
drefs, could not refufe to feat herfelf with himin a
little Calath, curioufly painted and gilded, which
two Harts drew with fuch prodigous Swiftnefs, that
in a very fhort Time he fhewed her a thoufand dif-
ferent Parts of the Foreft, which filled her with
Admiration. Every thing might be diftinély {een:
In one Place, Shepherds and Shepherdefles, cu-

rioufly
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rioufly drefled, and dancing to their Flutes and
Bagpipes. In other Places, by the Sides of purl-
ing Sueams, fhe beheld the country Swains court~
ing their Miftreffes, and heightening their Mirth
by finging a thoufand witty Songs and Roundelays,
I thought, faid fhe to Percinet, this Foreft had
been uninhabited; but to me it feems to be well
peopled, and that the People: live very happily.
Since your coming hither, my dear Princefs, re-
plied Percinet, this gloomy Solitude has been the
Seat of Delights and pleafing Amufements: The
Loves and Graces all wait on you ; znd the Flowers,
Daifies and Primrofes {pring up under your Feet,
Gracig/a durft make no Reply, being unwilling te
engage in fuch kind of Compliments, and there-
fore defired the Prince to carry her to the Queen
his Mother. :

Immediately he commanded the Harts to haften
to the Palace of Fairy-land, whither when the Prin-
cefs came, her Ears were entertained with the
tweetelt Mufick ; and the Queen, with her two
Daughters, who were all exquifitely beautiful,
came forth to meet her, embraced her, and led her
into a great Room, the Walls of which were of the
fineft Chryftal. There, with great Aftonifhment,
the oblerved the Story of her Life engraved to that
very Day, ending with the Tour fhe had juft taken
in the Foreft with the Prince in his Calath. Your
Hiftorians are very quick, faid Graciofa to Percinet,
er I perceive all the Variety of my Attions,
or even Gelftures, are immediately recorded here.
The Reafon, my dear Princefs, replied Perciner,
is, becaufe I would not loofe the moft minute Idea
of your Perfections, but imprint them deeply in
my Heart: yet, alas! I am neither happy nor
contented any where. She anfwered him not a
Word, but thanked the Queen for her kind Recep-
tion. Soon after a noble Banquet'was ferved up,
and Gracio/a eat with good Appetite ;. being over-
joyed to meet with Percines in the Foreft, where

the
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fhe had been afraid fhe fheuld have found nothing
but Bears and Lions. And now, though fhe was
fufficiently tired, he engaged her to go into alarge
Room that glittered with Gold and Diamonds, and
contained the moftexquifite Paintings, where thewas
entertained with an Opera, defcribing the Loves
of Cupid and Pfyche, intermixt with Dances- and
Songs, among which a young Shepherd fung the
following, : :

You are belov’d fair Graciofa, more
Than ere the God of Love himfelf could lowe,

When be bis Plyche did adore.
Be not more rig’rous than Bears or Woluves,

Whaofe Natural Rage diffilves,

When Liking and Affeltion move.

They 1o Love’s Laws Jubmit and 1amely pay
7 beir Homage to the littl: drcher’s Bow.

Why fhould not you
As tender be, and kinder far than they ?

She blufh’d to hear herfelf thus named before the
Queen and the Princeffes ; and whifpered Percinet,
that the was afhamed to find all the World were
privy-to their Secrets ; which, continued fhe, puts
me in mind of {fome pretty Lines, which may be
aptly applied on this Occalion.

Keep your Secrets in your Breaft :
Silence is a charming Guef?,
1 entertain with full Content :
For 16e World has firange Conceits,
And, as Crimes, toooften treats
The Pleafures of the Innacent.

Percinet begged her Pardon for having done a
Thing that difpleafed her. And now, the Opera
being at an End, the Queen ordered the two Prin-
ceffes to condu® Gracio/a to her Apartment. = No-
thing was ever more magnificent than the Chamber
and Furniture, nor fo rich as the Bed where fhe

was
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was to lie.  She was attended by four and twenty
Virgins drefled like Nymphs, the eldeft of which
was not above eighteen, and every one feemed to
be a Miracle of Beauty. When fhe was in Bed,
a moft heavenly Symphony of Mufick filled the
Room, to lull her to fleep; but her Spirits were {o
agitated and difordered by thefe furprizing Things,
that it was not in her Power to clofe her Eyes. All
that I have feen, faid the, muft certainly be En-
chantments. Good Heavens! that a Prince fo
agreeable and witty fhould be foformidable! I can-
not make too much Hafte from thefe enchanting
Places. Yet, when fhe confidered the agreeable
Difference between living in {fo magnificent a Pa-
lace, and expofing herfelf to the Cruelty of the
barbarous Grognon, the could not think of the Se-
paration without Regret. This Confideration
pleaded for her Stay : But, on the other Side, fhe
found Percinet {o obliging, that fhe refolved not to
continue any longer in a Palace of which he was

the Malfter.
. In the Morning, as foon as fhe was up, fhe was
prefented with Garments of all Sorts and Colours,
and the richeft Jewels, Laces, Gloves, and Silk
Stockings ; all extremely fine, and admirable for
the Curiofity of their Workmanthip. Gra-o/a’s
. Drefs was never before fo {plendid, nor did the ever
more gracefully become it, nor appear more charm-
ing. When fhe was drefled, Percinet entered her
Chamber, habitedin Green and Gold for Green
was his Colour, becaufe Gracio/a loved it, What-
ever is admirable in Shape, Beauty of Features,
and Majeflicnefs of Mien, was all exquifitely per-
fe& in Percinet. Gracisfa told him fhe had not
flept a Wink all Night ; ‘having l)cén kept awake
by the Thoughts of her Misfortunes ; and that fhe
could not but be apprehenfive of the Confequences,
What are your Fears, Madam, replied Perciner ¢
You are abfolute Sovercign here,, and are adored s
: witl
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will you then forfake me, and return to your moft
cruel Enemy? Were I the Miftrefs of my own
" Deftiny, anfwered the Princefs, I would willingly
- accept the Choice you propofe ; but I am account-
able for my Actions to the King my Father ; and
it is better, therefore, for me to fuffer, than be
wanting in my Duty. Percines omitted nothing
that he could think of to perfuade her to marry
him ; but fhe would by no Means give her Con-
fent ; and it was almoft quite againft her Will that
he detained her eight Days; during which Time
he entertained her with a thoufand new Pleafures
and Diverfions.

While fhe ftayed, fhe feveral Times exprefled an
earnelt Defire to know what pafled in Grognon’s
- Court ; and what plaufible Stories the contrived to
conceal the Cruelty of her Intentions. Percines
told her he would fend his Squire, who was both
witty and difcreet. The Princefs replied, fhe was
perfuaded” he needed nobody to inform him, but
might tell her himfelf. Come then, faid he, with.
me to the great Tower, and you fhall there dif- -
tin€tly fee with your own Eyes what you defire to
know. With that he 1éd her to a Tower that was
prodigioufly high, and all of Chryftal of the Rock,
like the reft of the Caftle. He bid her fet her Foot
inaparticular Place, and put her little Finger in his
Mouth, and then look towards the City. Which
fhe had no fooner done, but fhe . perceived the
wicked Grognon fitting with the King, and heard
her talking with him after this Manner: This poor
Wretch, the Princefs, with all her Beauty, has
hanged herfelf in the Cellar: I have been to fee
her, and I profefs the very Sight of her frighted
me : All that is now to be done is to bury her, and
then I make no Queftion but your Majefly will
foon forget fo inconfiderable a Lofs. But the Kin
wept, and bewail’d the Death of his Daughter,
while Grognon dgriding his Sorrows, retired to her

t E . Chamber;
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Chamber ; where, by her Command, a large
Billet was prefently drefled up in Funeral Pomp, |
and laid in a Coffin, and the King immediately
ordered a folemn Interment. Infinite was the train
of Mourners that attended the Hearfe, weeping
and wailing, and bitterly curfing the Stepdame,
whom they fecretly accufed as the Caufe of the
Princefs’s Death. Every body went into deep
. Mourning ; and the Princefs could hear them la-
menting to themfelves, - What Pity it was, fo
fweet and young a Princefs fhould perifh through the
Cruelty of the wicked Grogmon! It were a good
Deed, they cried, to cut her to Pieces, and caft
her to the Fowls of the Air. The King alfo would

neither eat nor drink, but grieved continually.
Graciofa feeing her Father fo extremely aflited,
Ah, Percinet, {aid fhe, ’tis impofiible for me lon-
ger to bear that my Father fhould think me dead ;
therefore, if you love me, carry me back again,
that I may fhew myfelf at Court. Notwithftand-
ing all his Arguments, he could not prevail upon
herto relinquifh this Requeft. Dear Princefs, {aid
he, you will with yourfelf again, more than once,
in the Palace of Fairy land ; though 1 dare not
prefume you will ever wifh- for me, to whom you
are more cruel even than Grognon is to you. But,
whatever he could fay, Gracio/a infifted upon
going : So taking Leave of the Prince’s Mother
and Sifters, Percinet and fhe got into the Calafh,
and the Harts ran with the Swiftnefs of Arrows.
When they were out of the Precin&s of the Palace,
Graciofa heard a great Noife ; and looking behind
her, beheld the whole Edifice tumbled down, and
fhattered intoa thoufand Pieces. What Miracle is
this, cried fhe,—the Palace quite demolifhed!
Yes, Madam, replied Percinet, I muft have my
. Palace among the Dead, nor will you ever enter it
again till your Death. Why are you angry? re-
plied Gracis/a, endeavouring to pacify him, all
~ things
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things confidered, have not I more Reafon to com-

plain than you? '
When they arrived at the Court, Percinet {o or-
dered it, that himfelf, the Princefs, and the Calafh,
became invifible ; fo that the tvent unfeen till the
‘came into the King’s Chamber, and threw herfelf
at his Feet. When the King faw her, he ftarted
~ up in Fear, and was running away, taking her for
‘a Ghott; but the held him by his Garment, and .
convinced him fhe was not dead ; but that Gregnoz
had caufed her to be carried into a wild Foreft,
where fhe had got into a Tree, and lived upon the
Fruit. She added, that the Queen had caufed 2
Billet to be buried inftead of her; and befought
him to fend her to one of his remote Catftles, where
the might not be expofed to the Ragé of her Mo-

ther-in-law, :
The King, doubting whether fhe fpoke Truth,
fent to have the Billet taken up, and being con-
vinced of the Impofture, was amazed at Groguon’s
Wickednefs, not imagining fuch Malice could have
‘been in a Woman’s Breaft.  Any other King would
have laid her in the Billet’s Place: But he was a
‘poor weak Man, who had not Courage to be an-
_gry in earneft: However, he careffed his Daughter
more than ever, and made her fup with him. But
~when Grognon’s Creatures acquainted her with the
Princefs’s Return, and that fhe had fupped with
the King, her Rage became perfe& Frenzy. She
flew to the King’s Chamber, and told him, he '
muft either deliver up his Daughter to her that
Moment, or fhe would inftantly be gone and ne-
ver fee him more; that he was a Fool to believe
fhe was Graciofa, though indeed fhe fomewhat re-
fembled her, for that Gracio/a had certainly hanged
herfelf ; and that if he gave Credit to the Impof-
ture of others, he had not the Confidence and
Value which he ought to have for her. The King,
not daring to refift, delivered up the unfortunate
E 2 Princefs
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Princefs into her Hands, believing or feigning te
believe, fhe was not his Daughter. A

Grognon, tranfported with Joy, dragged the
Princefs, by the help of her Woman, into a dark
Dungeon, where fhe caufed her to be ftripped,
covered her with coarfe dirty Rags and a nafty Cap
upon her Head, hardly allowing her Straw to lie
upon, or Bread to eat.

In this Diftrefs fhe wept bitterly, and wifthed
herfelf againin the Caftle of Fairy-/and ; but fhe
durft not call upon Percinet, conicious that the had
not been {o kind to him as fhe ought to have been;
and confequently not daring to promife herfelf,
thathe had ftill fo much Love for her, as to come
again to her Succour. In the mean Time the
wicked Grognon had fent for a Fairy more malici-
ous than herfelf; who being come, 1 have got, faid
fhe, alittle faucy Minx that vexes me to Death ; I
would willingly punith her, by fetting her fome
difficult Tatks, which fhe not being able to ac-
complith, I may have a preterice to break her
Bones, and the no Excufe : Aflift me, therefore,
to find out fome new Punifhment for her every Day.
'The Fairy anfwered fhe would confider of it, and
return the next Day. She was as good as her
Word, and brought with her a Skain of Thread,
as wide about as the Waifts of three People ;'{o fine
that it would hardly bear breathing upon; and fo
tangled, that neither Beginning or End were to
be found, Grognon was overjoyed at the Impoffi-
bility of this Tafk ; fent immediately for the lovely

Captive, and, with a Smile of Derifion, Here,

faid fhe, prepare your clumfy Paws to unravel this
Skain ; and be affured, if thou breakeft the leait
Bit, thou fhalt dearly pay for it; for I will flay
thee alive myfelf : Begin when thou wilt, but I
muft have it unravelled before Sun-fet; and, {ay-
ing this, fhe fhut her up in a Cramber under
three Locks.

When
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" When the Princefs was alone, fhe attempted the
Tafk, turned the Skain a thoufand Ways, and
broke it a thoufand Times ; which {o diftragted her,
that fhe gave over the Attempt; and throwing it
in the Middle of the Room, Go, fatal Skain, faid
fhe, lie there, fince thou it is that art to be the
Occafion of my Death. Oh, Percinet, Percinit!
if my Severity has not given too great a Repulie to
your Affe&ion, though 1 cannot hope your. Afliit-
ance, yet come, however, and receive my laft
Farewel. =~ Saying this, fhe fell a weeping io
bitterly, that any thing lefs fenfible tlian a Lover
would have been moved to Compaflion. Percinet
immediately opened the Door with the fame Eafe
as if he had the Keys in his Pocket. Here I am,
dear Princefs, faid he, always ready at your Ser-
vice; itis not in my Power to forfake you, though
you refufe to return my Love. Having faid this,
he firuck three Times with his Wand upon the
Skain ; and immediately the Threads untwifted,
and clofed one tothe other; and with two more-
Strokes the whole was unravelled with farprizing
- Eafe : Which done, he afked her, whether fhe had
any other Service to command him, and whether
the intended ‘ever to bear his Company, but in
her Diftrefles ? Upbrdid me not, {weet Percinet,
cried the, I am already too unfortunate. On
Princefs, replied Percinet, 1t is your own Fault
that you are not abfoutely delivered from this in-
fulting 'T'yranny, to which you are a Victimi. Go
with me, make your Felicity mine, and mine
yours ; what are you afraid of ? That yoa love me
not with a fincere and lafting Affection, replied
the Princels : I am defirous that Time fhould con-
firm the Truth of the Seatiments you exprefs for
me. Percinet being offended at her Jealoufy, took
his Leave and left her.

The Sun was jult fetting, when Grognon, who
waited for the Clofe of the Evening with the
E 3 : greateft
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greateft Impatience, came with her four Furies,
who attended her wherever fhe went. She put her
three Keys into the three Locks, and as the opened
the Door, Well! faid fhe, I fuppofe my beautiful
Idler has been afraid to make ufe of her ten Fin-
gers. Ay, ay, fhe had rather {leep to preferve
her Complexion. However, when fhe was en-
tered, Graciefa prefented her the Skain, wherein
there was not a 'Thread amifs ; fo that all Grognon
could fay was, that fhe had fullied i, and was an
aukward Creature ; for which fhe gave her two
{ach unmerciful Blows on her fair Cheeks, which
were of the Colour of the Lily and the Rofe, that
they became black and. blue. The unfortunate
Graciofa, who was forced to fuffer patiently what
fhe could not aveid, was after this locked clofe up
again in her Dungeon. ,

Grognon, amazed that fhe had fucceeded no bet-
ter with her Skain of Thread, fent for the Fairy
again ; and reproached her in very paflionate
Terms ; Find me out fomething elfe, faid fhe, fo
difficult as may amount to an Impoffibility. 'The
Fairy went away, and the next Day returned with
a great Tub full of Feathers of all Sorts of Birds;
as Nightingales, Canary-Birds, Robin-Redbreafts,
Goldfinches, Linnets, Parrots, Owls, Sparrows,
Pigeons, Oftriches, Buftards, Peacocks, Larks,

Partridges, and an infinite Number more, which

i1 am not able to name ; and thefe Feathers were
{o intermixed, that the Birds themfelves would
never have been able to have known their own Ap-

arel. Here, faid the Fairy to Grogmon, is that
will try the Wit and Patience of your Captive:
Command her to feparate thefe Feathers, and lay
the Plumage of every one of thefe Birds by itfelf;
which is a T'afk would puzzle her, were fhe a Fairy
herfelf. Grognon was in an Extafy of Joy only at
the bear Thoughts of the Princefs’s Perplexity.

She fent for her ; and after having terrified her
: with
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with a thoufand Menaces, fhe fhut her up with the
Feathers, in a Chamber under three Locks, as be-
foré ; giving her to underffand, that fhe expetted
her Work fhould be done before San-fet.

Gracioja took fome of the Feathers, and looked
upon them ; but finding it impofiible to know the
Difference of one Bira’s Feathers frum thofe of
another, fhe threw th m back into the Tub. Yet
fhe made feveral Effays ; but the oftener the try’d,
the more impofiible 4.e found her Tatk. ~So that,
at length oveswhelmed with Grief and Defpair, 1
muft die, cried the, with a lamentable Voice; it
is my Death that is fought for, and only that can
put an End to my Miferies. Injured Percinet has
left me too, no doubt; and to call on him for Suc-
cour would be in vain ; for, had his Love con-
tinued, he would have been here ere now.

Dear Graciso/a, 1am here, cried Percinet, ftart-
ing up from under the Feathers, where he lay hid:
I am ready to deliver you from all your Troubles ;
and now, after fo many Proofs of my Fidelity, can
you any longer fu{pect the Sincerity ofmy Affection,
or think I do not love ycu better than my Life?
Saying this, he firuck three Times with his Wand
upon the Cafk, and immediately the Feathers flew
out, and forted themfelves in little Heaps about
the Room. I am infinitely obliged to you, Sir,
faid Gracio/a: But for you, I muft have been loft :
and be affured I will not be ungrateful. The
Prince ufed his utmoft endeavours to perfuade her
to come toan immediate Refolution in his Favour:
but ftill fhe infifting upon Time, he complied,
though it was much againft his Will. ;

Grognon came exaltly at her Hour ; hut was
quite amazed and confounded to fee her Defigns
again defeated: She, however, beftowed fome
Blows upon Gracig/a, pretending the Feathers were
not laid even. She fent for the Fairy direétly, and
fell into fuch a Rage againft her, that fhe knew

\ ' E 4 not
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not what to fay, being herfelf quite confounded. At
length the Fairy promifed to ufe her utmoft Art,
in making a Box, which if her Curiofity ever
tempted herto open, fhould puzzle her to fhut again,
beyond all the Arts in Fairy-Jand to help her: Ac-
cordingly, fome Days after, fhe brought this Box,
which was fomewhat large. Here, faid fhe to
Grognon, fend your Captive fomewhere with this
Box ; but forbid her to open it, and then fhe cer-
tainly will 5 and you will have your Defire. Grog-
non, obferving the Fairy’s Direions, Here, faid
fhe to her fair Captive, carry this Box to my rich
Caftle, and fet it upon a Table in my Cabinet ;
but, upon Pain of Death, I command you not to_
look what is in it. :

Gracig/a, ‘having put on her wooden Clogs, her
Canvas Gown, and her Woollen Cap, fet out on
her Journey. All that met her cried, Certainly
there goes fome Goddefs in Difguife ; for the Po-
verty of her Drefs could not conceal her wonder-
ful Beauty. However fhe began to be tired with
her Journey ; and coming into a little Wood, fur-
sounded with delightful Meadows, fhe fat down to
reft herfelf : But having fet the Box on her Knees,
her Curiofity on a fudden prompted her to open
it. What can be the Danger ? 1aid fhe to herfelf ;
I fhall take nothing out of it, and would only fee
what is in it ; fo, refle¢ting no further on the Con-
fequences, fhe opened the Box ; when immediately
out came a great many little Men and Women,
Violins, Inftruments, little Pictures, little Cooks,
and little Difhes ; in fhort, the Giant of the whole
Company was not higher than your little Finger :
'They danced in the Meadows ; divided themfelves
in Companies, and began the pleafanteft Ball that
ever was feen; fome fkipped and capered about ;
others afted as Cooks ; fome eat and drank; and
the little Violias played to a Miracle. Gracig/a,
for fome Time, was delighted with the Sight,

thinking
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thinking to recall the merry Wantons into the Box 3
but not one of them would return : The little Gen-
tlemen and Ladies betock themfelves to their Heels 3
the Violins ran away ; the Cooks, with their Pots
upon their Heads, and their Spits upon their
Shoulders, flew from her like.fo many Birds ; and
when (he followed them into the Wood, they got
into the Meadows ; when fhe ran after them in<the
Meadows, they flew into the Wood. Oh indif-
creet Curiofity ! cried Gracig/a, weeping, Now
my Enemies will prevail : the only Misfortune I
could have prevented, is befallen me through my
own Folly, no, I cannot fufficiently blame myfelf.
Oh! Percinet ! -Percinet ! if it be poflible. for thee
ftill to love a Princefs fo imptudent, afiit me once
more, sn this moft perilous Accident that ever
threatened my Life. L3k
Perciner did not ftay to be called thrice, but
appeared immediately in his Green Habit: fay-
ing, were it not for the wicked Grognon, he fup-
pofed Gracio/a would never think of him. Have a
better Opinion of my Sentiments, replied the
Princefs; I am neither infenfible of Merit, nor
ungrateful for Kindneffes received. Tt is true, I
have -put your Conftancy to Trials ; but it 1s to
crown it when I am convinced of it.  Percinet, be-
ing now better pleafed than ever, gave three
Strokes with his Wand upon the Box, and imme-
diately the little Gentlemen and Ladies, the Vio-
lins, the Cooks with their roaft Meat, in fhort,
the Whole of this deminutive. Company placed
themfelves again in the Box, as if they had never
been out of it. Which done, Percinez, who had
left his Chariot in the Wood, defired the Princefs
to ufe -it the remaining Part of her Journey to the
Caftle ; and indeed fhe had no fmall need of fuch
a Convenience, confidering the Condition fhe was
In, So, having rendered her invifible, he con-
E s ducted
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dulted her himfelf, and by that Means had the
Pleafure of her Company ; a Pleafure to which,
my Chronicle fays, fhe was not indifferent in her
Heart, though fhe was careful to conceal her Sen-
timents. ' : - :

Thus fhe arrived at the rich Caftle : but when
fre demanded the Key of the Cabinet, in Grognon’s
Name, the Governor burft out a laughing.—How !,
faid he, haft thou the Confidence to think that
Shepherds Girls are ever admitted into Queens Ca-
binets ! Go, go, get thee gone, wooden Clogs
and Hobnails never yet defiled thefe glittering
Floors. Graciofa defired him to write a Line why
he had refufed her Entrance, which he readily did.
So leaving the Caftle, the was received by the
amiable Percinet, who waited for her, and con-
ducted her back to the King’s Palace. Tt would be
difficult to relate all the tender and refpectful Ar-
guments he ufed by the Way, to perfuade her to
put an End to her Misfortunes. 'To which fhe re-
plied, that if Grognon impofed upen her any more
of thefe impofiible Commands, fthe would yield him
her Confent.

When the enraged Stepdame faw the Princefs
returned, fhe flew upon the Fairy, whom fhe had
detained with her all the while, faftened her Claws
in her wrinkled*Cheeks, and would have throttled
her too, had it been poflible to ftrangle a Fairy.
Graciofa prefented her the Governor’s Letter and
the Box; but fhe threw both in the Fire, not
vouchfafing to open them ; and had fhe thought of
it, would have thrown the Princefs after them ; but
fhe did not defer her Punifhment.

She caufed a great Hole to be made in the Gar-
den, as deep as a Well, and a great Stone to be
laid over the Mouth of it. 'Then taking occafion
to walk in the Garden, fhe faid to Gracio/z, and
the reft that attended her, Under that Stone, as 1
am informed, there lies concealed immenfe Tr{ca-

ure
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fure, let us go and remove it. Upon this, they all
fet their Hands to it, and Gracig/a among the relt ;
which was what Grognon defired ; for as the Prin-
cefs ftood by the Side of the Hole, Grognen pufhed
Jer in, and then rolled the Stone over it again.
This Stroke appeared to be paft Remedy ; for
how could Percinet find her, buried thus in the
Earth? She herfelf defpaired, and jrepented fhe
had fo long delayed to marry him. How terrible .
i1s my Deftiny, cried fhe : This kind of Death is
more dreadful than any other. Oh, Percinet ! you
are {ufficiently revenged for my {crupulous Reluc-
tancy. But 1 was afraid you were like many other
Men, who prove inconftant when once they find
themf{elves beloved ; T was defirous to be certain of
your Heart, bat my unjuft Sufpicions are now the
Caufe of my prefent Mifery , Yet, continued fhe,
if I could but hope you would fhew fome Regret for
"the Lofs of me, I fhould be lefs fenfible of my Mis-
fortune  She was lamenting in this Manner to eafe
her Sorrows, when fhe perceived a little Door
open, which fhe had not {een before, by Reafon of
the Obfcurity : At the fame Time fhe alfo faw Day-
light, and a Garden full of Flowers, Fruits, Foun-
tains, Grottos, Statues, Groves, and Arbours ;
fthe went in,.and walked forward into a {pacious
Alley, wondering what would be the Event of
this extraordinary Beginning. Soon after fhe dif-
covered' the Caftle of Fairy-land, which fhe eafily
knew again ; for a Caftle made all of Chryftal of
the Rock, with the Hiftory of one’s Life engraved
therein, is no very common Sight. Percinet ap-
peared too, together with the Queen his Mother,
and his Sifters. Fair Princefs, {aid the Queen to
Gracig/a, itis Timenow you would confent ; make
my Son mof happy, and free yourfelf from that
deplorable Condition wherein-you live under the
Tyranny of Grognon.
The grateful Princefs fell upon her Knees, and
: E6 told
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told the Queen fhe might difpofe of her Def.
tiny, and that fhe would obey her in all things ;
that now fhe difcovered the Truth of Percinet’s
" Prediftion, when he foretold her, that his Palace
thould be among the Dead, and fhe never enter it
again, till the had been buried ; that fhe was a-
mazed at his Knowledge, that his Merit was no
lefs her Admiration, and therefore fhe accepted him
for her Hufband. Now the Prince, in his turn,
threw himfelf at her Feet ; the whole Palace re-
{ounded with Mufic and Acclamations of Joy ; and
the Nuptials were folemnized with the greateft
Magnificence. All the Fairies for a thoufand Miles
round came thither in moft fumptuous Equipages ;
fome in Chariots drawn by Swans, others by Dra-
gons ; {fome rode upon the Clouds, and others in
Globes of Fire. Among the latter appeared the
Fairy, who affifted Grogmon to torment Graciofe.
When the knew who it was, fhe was in the greateft
Surprize ; befought her to forget what was paft, and
faid fhe would endeavour to make her amends for
the Evils fthe had caufed her to fuffer. And it is
certain, fhe did not ftay out the Feftival, but re-
mounted her Chariot drawn by two Terrible Ser-
pents, fhe flew to the King’s Palace ; and finding
Grognon out, wrung off her Neck, notwithftanding
all the Guards and her Women could do to pre-
vent it. '

The M O R A L.

Deiefied Envy thus with Laneful Wing.
Difturbs the Calm of our fereneft Days ;

She ne’er avith-holds ber poifon’d Sting,
But wounds infidious, and our Peace betrays.

*Tavas fhe awho Grognon’s Malice miv'd
Toruin Graciofa’s Tnnocence ;
*Tawas fbe who all thefe Snares improv’d
Her Wit 10 baffle, and confound ber Senfe.
"Twas
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‘Tavas [be who aim’d the cruel Darts,
Fair Graciofa’s Peace undoing ;
But Percinet their Influcnce thvarts,

And fawves the Fair from Ruin.

Well did be then deferve the Heart,
Which afteravards [be gave bis Loves

And awhao <vith Firmnefs bear the Smari,
To perfelt oy their Pains improue.
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THE
CURIQUS STORY
OF
B R R e

OME Time ago there lived a King and a
S Queen, who had managed their Affairs fo ill,
that they were driven out of their Dominions ; and
to fupport themfelves, were forced to fell their
Crowns, then their Robes, Linen, and Laces,
and afterwards all they had ; and when they were
reduced to the utmoft Poverty, the King faid to
the Queen, ¢« We are forced out of our Kingdoms,
¢ and have nothing left, therefore we muff think
¢ of getting a Livelihood both for ourfelves and
¢ Children; think a little what we fhall do;
¢ for my Part I am entirely at a Lofs.’ The
Queen who was 2 Woman of good Senfe and Wit,
atked eight Day’s Time to confider of it; and
when they were expired faid to him, ¢ Come, don’t
let us vex and torment ourfelves ; you fhall lay
Nets and Snares for Fowls, and Lines for Fifh,
while I make them: As for our Daughters,
they are three proud idle Sluts, and fancy them-
felves ftill to be great Ladies, we will carry
them a great Way off, that it will be impoflible
for them to find their Way back again; for we
can never keep them as fine as they expe® we
fhould,’ :

The
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The King, who was a kind Fathes, began to
weep when he faw he muft part with his Children;
but the Queen being of an imperious baughty
Temper, and he being forced to acquiefce with
her, he told her the might rife early the next
Morning, and carry her Daughters where fhe
thoaght fit. © While they were thus contriving this
Affair, the Princefs Finetta, who was the yoangeit
of the three, heard them through the Key-hole ;
and as foon as fhe was informed of their Defign,
ran as faft as fhe was able to a large Grotto, 1n-
habited by the Fairy Moerlucha, her Godmother;
but before fhe went, took two Pounds of freth
Butter, Eggs, Milk, and Flour, to make a Cake
of, that fhe might be the more acceptable Guelt.
When fhe firft fet out, fhe went very chearfully ;
but after fhe had walked fome Time, and the Soles
of her Shoes were worn away; and her Feet began
to be galled with the Pebbles, fhe was fo weary
that fhe fat hesfelf down on the Grafs, and fell a-
crying ; when a fine Spanifl Horfe pafled by ready
bridled and faddled, with® Diamonds enough on
his Houfings to buy two or three Towns ; who
when he faw the Princefs, he fed by her, bending
his knees, {eeming to pay fome Refpet to her ;
" whereupon taking him by the Bridle, fhe faid,
¢« Pretty Horfe, if you will carry me to my God-
« mother the Fairy, 1 fhall be very much obliged
¢ to thee ; for I am fo weary, that I am ready to
¢ die away; 1 promife you I'll give you good Corn
« and Hay, and litter'you down with clean Straw.’
The Horfe bent down before her, and fhe jumping
upon his back, he carried her to the Fairy’s Grot-
1o as fwift as a Bird flies in the Air ; for Merlucha
knowing of her God-daughter’s coming, had fent
him for that Purpofe. :

When fhe went in, fhe made three low Curte-
fies, kiffed the Hem of her Garment, and then -
faid to her, §Good-mot ow Godmother, how do you
¢ do? I have brought you here fome Milk, But-
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¢ ter, Flour. and Eggs, to make a Cake after our
¢ Country Fafhion.’” ¢ You are welcome, Finetta,
¢ (faid the Fairy) come and let me embrace you.’
Whereupon fhe kifisd her two or three: Times,
which made Fines, ready to die with Joy; for
Merlucha was a great and renowned Fairy, < Well,
¢ my Girl, (faid fhe) you fhall be my Waiting-
¢ woman, come drefs and comb my Head ;’ (which
the Princefs did with all the Addrefs imaginable.)
¢ 1 know what brought you hither (faid Mer/ucha)
¢ you heard the King and Queea confulting how
¢ they might lofe you, and you have no Mind
to be fo ferved.” Take this Clue of Thread,
it will not break, and faften one End of it to
tie Door of your Houfe, and keep the other in
your Hand ; when the Queen leaves you, it will
be an eafy Matter for you, by this Thread, to
find your Way back again,’ }
The Princefs thanked her Godmother, whe gave
Ler a Sack full of Cloaths, all covered over with
Gold and Silver, and embracing her, fet her upon
the {fame horfe again, who carried her Home in 2
Moment or two ; and when fhe had thanked her
pretty Horfe for his ‘Trouble, and had bid him re-
turn, fhe went foftly into the Houfe, and hiding
her Sack under the Bed, laid herfclf down with.
out taking any Notice of what had pafled. As
foon as it was Day, the King awaken’d his Wife,
and bid her prepare for her Journey ; upon which
fhe got up, and puton a Pair of ftrong Shoes, a
fhort petticoat, and white waiftcoat, and taking her
Stick in ber Hand, went to call her Daughters ;
the eldeft of which was named Lowve’s Flower, the
fecond Fair-Night, and the voungelt Juricula, or
ine-Ear, but, by way of Nickname Finettq, <
¢ have dreamed to night, (faid the Queen) that
¢ we muft goand fee my Sifter, where we fhall be
¢ treated, and be very merry. We’ll go Madam,
¢ where you pleafe (faid Lowp’s Floawer ) who could
* not endure to live in g Defert, fo that we go,
¢ but
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¢ but ’tis no Matter where.” The other two faid
the fame, and taking their Leave of their Father,
they all four fet forward for their Journey. They
went at laft fo far that Fine:Ear began to fear left
her Clue fhould not hold out ; for they had gone a
great many fcore Miles : However, the was always
~ behind, faftening her Thread in the Briars. When
the Queen thought {he had carried them fo far that
they could not find the Way back again, fhe went
into a large Wood, and faid to them, ¢ Come my
¢ Little Lambs, lie down and take a Nap, while
¢ 1, like a Shepherdefs, will watch you, left the
Wolf fhould furprize you.” = Whereupon they laid
themfelves down and fell afleep, and the Queen,
when fhe thought them faft, took her Leave, as
the thought, tor the laft Time, when Finet!a, Who
only fhut her Eyes, and pretended Sleep, faid to
herielf, ¢Was I now of a revengeful Temper, T
¢ fhould leave my Siftersto perifhhere; for they have
.85 beat and abuted me very much: But, however, 1
¢ will not now forfake them.” Whereupon awak-
ening them, {he told them the whole Story; at
which they fell a-crying, and begged of her to take
-them along with her, promifing to give her all the
fine Things they had. ¢ I know (faid Finetta)
¢ you will not perform what you promife ; but ne-
¢ Verthelefs I fhall aét the Part of a kind Sifter.’
And thereupon fhe rofe up, and followed her
Thread, which brought them home almoft as foon
as the Queen.

When they came there, fopping a Moment at
the Door, they heard the King fay, ¢ My Heart
¢ aches to fee you all alone.” ¢ Indeed, (faid
¢ the Queen) we were very much troubled with
¢ our Daughters.”. ¢ Well, faid the King, had
¢« you but brought my Fincita back, I fhiould not
¢ be fo much concerned for the other two,” And
juft then they knocked at the Door: ¢ Who's
¢ there?’ (faid the King) ¢ Your three Daugh-
¢ ters, Love's Flower, Fair-Night, and  Fine- -

< Bars
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" -Ear, (replied they).” And at that the Queen
trembled, and faid, ¢ Don’t open the Door, for
. ' they are certainly their Spirits ; for ’tis im-
poflible they fhould be returned.’ The King,
Who was as great a Coward as his Wife, faid,
¢ ’Tis falfe, you are not my Daughters.” Where-
upon Fimetta replied, ¢ Look through the Key-
¢ hole, ‘Papa, and if T am not your Daughter Fi-
‘ metta, I confent to be whipped.” At that the
King did as fhe bid him, and knowing them open-
ed the Door.  The Queen feemed to be very glad
to fee them, pretending: fhe came back for fome-
thing the had forgot, and defigned to have gone to
them again,

Finetra, when all was over, afked her Sifters
for what they had promifed her; who, thereupon
beat her with their Diftaffs, and told her, That
2t was for her Sake that the King was not forry for
them, Afterwards the went to Bed ; bat bein
not able to fleep for the Blows and Bruifes taey
had given her, fhe heard the Queen fay, the would
carry them-another Way farther off, from whence
fhe was affured they would never return.  Upon
this the got up foftly, went into the Hen-houle,
and. wrung off the Necks of two Puilets aqd a
Cockerel, which the Queen had fet up to regale
herfelf with ; and pusting them into a Bafket, {et
out to go to fee her Godmother again. She had
not gone half a Mile, being in the dark, and
frightened out of her Wits, before fhe heard the
Spanifb Horfe whinnying and prancing ; who no
{ooner came to her, but fhe mounted, and was
cartied prefently to her Godmother’s. After the
ufual Compliments, fhe preiented her with the
Fowls, and defived her good Advice ; for that the
Queen had fworn to carry them to the World’s
End, Merlucha bid her not grieve herfelf, and

- gave her a Sack full of Afhes to carry before
her, to {prinkle before her as fhe went along,
telling her, whea fhe returned, fhe needed but

obferve
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obferved her Footfteps, which would conduét her
back lagain ; and withal charged her not to take
her Sifters along with her, affuring her, if fhe did,
the never would fee her' more. The Horfe being
ready, Finetta took her Leave, and with it a great
Quantity of Diamonds in a Box, which fhe put into
her Pocket. A little before Day the Queen called
the Princefles again, and told them that the King
was not very well, and that fhe dreamed they muift
go all four to gather fome Herbs for him in a
certain Country, where they were excellent. Lowve s-
Flower and Fair-Night, who fufpected that their
Mother’s main End 1n this Affair was to lofe them,
were very much affii¢ted; but were, notwithftand-
ing, obliged to go. Finetta faid not 2 Word all
the Time, but kept behind them ftrewing her
Athes ; and the Queen being perfuaded that they
would never be able to find the Way back, for the
had carried them a great Diftance off, and obferv-
ing them ali afleep one Evening, took that Op-
portunity to bid them good-by.. When 1t was Day,
that Finetta perceived her Mother was gone, fhe
awakened her Sifters, and told them, the Queen
was gone again, and had left them to themicives.
Lowe's-Flower and Fair-Night cried, and tore their
Hair, and beat their Brealts ; when Finetta, wha
was a good-natured Girl, pitied them, and told
them, though her Godmother, when fhe informed
her how fhe fhould find the Way back, charged her
not to take them along with her, and faid fhe would
never fee her more if fhe did. ¢ Yet, faid fhe, 1
¢ will ventare this to preferve my Sifters.’ Where-
upon they both fell upon her Neck, and kiffed her,
and all three returned together.
The.King and Q[%men were very much furprized
. to fee the Princefles agamn, and talked about 1t
all the Night ; when Fine-Ear, who had nother
Name for -nothing, heard them lay a new Plot,
which the Queen was to put in Execution in the
; Morning,
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Morning, and thereupon ran and awakened her Sif.
ters,and acquainted them withit. ¢ Alas!faid fhe, we
¢ are all loft, the Queenwithout Difpute will carry
‘ usand leave wus 1n fome Defert ; foryour Sakes
“ I have difobliged my Godmother, and dare
¢ not go to her as I ufed to do.” This News put
them to their Wits-End, and made them ~fay to
one another,- What fliall we do ? ¢ Oh! faid Fair-
¢ Night, do net let us trouble ourfelves, there are
¢ others who have as much Contrivance a. the old
“ Merlucha ; we need but to take fome Peafe along
¢ with us, and fow them, and we fhail eafily trace
¢ our way back again.” Upon Lowve’s-Floaver’s ap-
proving of this Expedient, they pat Peate in their
Pockets ; but for Fine-Ear, inftead of Peate, the
took her Sack of fine Ciothes, and her Box of
Jewels ; and they were all three ready againft the
Queen called. ¢ I have dreamed to N:ght ({aid
¢ fhe, that there were three Princesin a Country I
“ need not name, waiting to marry you, and I have
¢ agreat Mind to carry you to fee whether my
¢ Dicam is true-or not.” The Queen went firft,
and the Princefles followed after, fowing their
Peafe as they went along, never difturbing them-
felves, but being fatisfied that they, by that Means,
would find their Way home ; when one dark Night
the Queen left them again, and weat home to the
King both weary of fo longa Journey, and glad to
have got rid of o great a Charge. :

"The three Princefles flept till Eleven o’Cleck the
next Day, when Finetta difcover’d firft the Queen’s
Abfence; and tho’ the was well provided, could not
forbear crying ; but, however, relied more on the
Fairy Merlucha, than the Ability of her Sifters.
¢ The Queen is gone (faid fhe to her Sifters) let us
follow her as faft as we can.” < Hold your Tongue,
€ you Fool ‘replied Lowe’s-Floaver, we.can find
¢ the Way when we pleafe.” Finerza durft return
no Anfwer; but when they wanted to go Ho§nc,

they
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they could find no Tracings or Appearance of any
Peafe ; for the Pigeons, with which that Country
abounded, had eaten them up, which fet them all
in Tears. After they had been two Days without
eating, Lowe’s Flower atked her Sifters, if they had
nothing to eat? Whereupon Finetta faid, fhe had
found an Acorn ; which they would have had from
her; but the anfwered, ¢ What fignifies one Acorn
« among three of us ? Let us fet it, it may grow to
a large Tree, and be ferviceable.” ‘To which they
all confented, though there was no likelihood of
any Tree in that Country, where there was nothing
to be feen but Cabbages and Lettuce which the
Princeffes lived on ; for had they been nice, they
mufthave peritied. They had no other Covering,
when they flept, than the azure Skies, and watered
their Acorn every Night and Morning, which they
perceived grew apace. When it was got to fome
Size, Lowe s-Flower was for climbing it,” but it
was too weak to bear her; as was likewife Fazr-
Night, but the was too heavy : whereupon Finetia
tried, and when fhe was‘up, her Sifters afked her
what fhe faw; fhe told them nothing. ¢ Alas'
¢ (faid Lowve's-Flower,) this Ozk is not yet tall
¢ enough.” However, they kept watering of it,
and Finetta never failed to get up, into it twice a
Day, and one Day when fhe wasup, Fair-Night {aid
to Love’s Flower, © 1 have found a Sack which our
¢ Sifter has hid from us, what can there be in 1t ¢’
¢ Oh, (faid Lowve’s-Flower) fhe told me fhe had
¢ fome old Laces.” ¢ But I believe fhe had fome-
¢ thing Dbetter,’ replied Fair-Night. And being
curious, opened it, and found fome old Laces of
the King and Queen’s, which ferved only to co-
ver the fine Clothes and’ Jewels. ¢ What afly -
¢ Slut is this, (faid fhe) let us take them away,
¢ and put fome Pebbles in their Place.” Which
the other agreeing to, Finetta came down again,
“without ever difcovering the Trick her Sifters had
played her ; for fhe had no Occafion to drefs in a

Defest,
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%e{ert, all her Thoughts being employed on her
Oak.

- One Morning when fhe was up in it, and her
Sifters atked her as ufual, what fhe difcovered, fhe
told them fhe faw a Houfe fo beautiful, that
fhe could not defcribe it, that the Walls were of
Emeralds and Rubies, and the Roof of Diamonds
fetin Gold. ¢ You tell Fibs, (faid they) it can-
¢ not be f0.” ¢ Indeed it is, (anfwered F:-
¢ wetta) come and fee yourfelves; my Eyes are
¢ “dazzled with the Splendor.” Whereupon Lowe’s
Flower climbed up, and when fhe faw the Caftle,
was amazed ; and for Fair-Night, whofe curiofity
did not fail to prompt her to get up in her Turn,
fhe feemed as much overjoyed as her Sifters.” ¢ We
< muft, without Difpute, (faid they) go to this
< Palace ; who knows but we.may meet with fine
< Princes that will think themfelves happy to
¢ marry us?’ In this manner of Difcourfe they
pafled away the whole Night, when Lowe’s Flower
perceiving Finerta afleep, faid to Fair- Night, ¢ Let
¢ us drefs ourfelves in the Clothes Finetza has
¢ brought along with her.” ¢ The Thought’s very
¢ good,” replied Fair-Night, Whereupon they
got up and drefled themielves, and made them-
felves as fine as Gold and Silver, and Jewels could
do. ’

Finetta, who knew not what her Sifters had done,
opened her Sack with a2 Defign to drefs herfelf ;
but how great was her Surprize and Afiition,
when fhe found nothing but Flints and Stones ?
And perceiving at that very Junéture her two
Sifters as bright as the Sun in her Clothes, fhe
cried, and complained of their Treachery ; who
only laughed at her. < How can you, (faid fhe to
¢ them) carry me along with you to the Caftle,
< without letting me be drefled as well as your-
¢ felves.” < We huve but Cloaths enough for our-
¢ felves, (replied Lowe’s-Flowser, and it thou im-

: ¢ importuneft
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importuneft us thus, thou fhalt feel our Blows.’
But, (continued the other) they are my own, my
Godmother gave them to me, and you have
nothing to do with them.” ¢ Ifyou teaze us
any longer, (faid they) we will kill you, and
bury you, and no body fhall know what is be-
< come of you.” Which ftruck fuch an Awe upon
poor Finetta, that fhe durft not provoke them, but
followed them like their Servant-Maid, at a Dif-
tance. The nearer they came to the Houfe, the
more wonderful it appeared, ¢ I cannot but think,
¢ (faid they one to another) how we fhall be di-
verted and entertained ; we fhall eat at the King’s
Table ; butfer Finetta, the fhall wath the Difhes
in the Kitchen ; and if we are afked who fhe is,
let us not make the leaft Mention of her as our
Sifter, but fay, fhe is a poor Herdfman’s Daugh-
< ter.” Which caft Finerta into Defpair, fhe be-
ing a Girl endowed with Wit and Beauty. When
they arrived at the Gates of the Caftle, they
knocked very hard, and were let in by a fright-
ful old Woman: She was fifteen Feet high, and
thirty about, had but one Eye, and that placed in
the Midft of her Forehead, like a Cyclops, and as
large as five others; her Nofe was flat, her Skin
black, and her Mouth {o large that it was very
frightful. < Oh! unfortunate Creatures, (faid
¢ fhe, what brought you hither? Do you know
¢ that this is 2 Giant’s Caftle, who would eat you
¢ all up for his Breakfaft ? But it is well he is not
< at Home ; I am better than he : I will eat but
< one of you at a2 Time, and you will have the
< Comfort of living two or three Days longer.”
When they heard the Giantefs {peak thus, they ran
away as faft as they could, thinking to fave them-
felves ; but the ftrid as far at one Step 2s they at .
five, and foon caught them again ; and taking one
by the Hair of the Head, and the others by the
™~ Arms and Necks, threw them all together into a
Cave
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Cave, where there was nought but Toads, Snakes,
and the Bones of devoured Perfons. Andas fhe was
then for eating Finetza, and was only gone for fome
Oil and Vinegar, the Giant came ; but thinking
- to keep them for herfelf, as a nice Bit, fhe put
them under a great Tub, where they had no nghc
‘but through a little Hole.

~ The Giant, who was fix Times as big as his
Wife, when he {fpoke made the Houfe fhake again,

~ “and when he coughed, it feemed like Thunder ; he

had but one-large Eye, and his Hair was like
Briftles; he leaned on a Piece of Tlmber, which
he ufed for a Cane, and held a Bafket in his Hand,
out of which he took fifteen little Children he had
taken away from their Parents, and fwallowed
them like poached Eggs. When the three Prin-
cefles beheld this, they fhuddered, but durft nos
cry, for fear they fhould be heard, The Giant
faid to his Wife, ¢ I fmell fome freth Flefh ; give
< it me.” ¢ You 7always fancy, (faid fhe) that
< you {mell freth Meat, ’tis nothing but fome
-« Sheep that are going by,” < Oh! (faid the Giant)
¢« 1 am not to be deceived thus ; 1 am fure I fmell
¢« freth Flefh, and will look for it.” ¢ Ay do,’
(replied fhe.) ¢ Andifl find any, (faid he) that
_¢ you have concealed from me, I'll cat off your
¢« Head.” Frighted at this Menace, fhe faid to
him, ¢ Be not angry, my -Dear, and I will tell
¢ you the Truth; I have got three young Girls,
that came here To-day ; but it 1s a Pity to eat
them ; for they know how to do every Thing,
and as I am old, will be very ferviceable to me.
You know our Houfe is very much out of Order,
our Bread is not well baked, nor our Beer well
brewed, and I appear not fo handfome fince I
have flaved myfelf with working ; they fhall be
our Servants, therefore do not eat them now;

but if you have a great Defire to them at: 'my

other Time, you fhall have them.” The Giant,
with
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with great Relu&ancy, promifed her not to eat
them all three, but prefled hard for two; which
fhe oppofing, he then defired one of them ; which
the not acquiefcing with, after great Difputes he
promifed her not to eat them : For fhe defigned,
when he was gone abroad, to feaft herfelf with
them, and to pretend that they had made their
Efcape.

The Giant ordered his Wife to bring them tohim,
at which they, poor Creatures, were ready to die
with Fear; but the Giante{s encouraged them.
When he #w them, he afked them what they
could do? They awfwered, That they knew how
to clean a Houfe, and few, and fpin, and make
fuch Ragouts, that all that tafted of them gene-
rally licked their Plates clean; and that for mak-
ing of Bread, Cakes, and Patty-pans, they were
famous. ¢ Well, well, (faid the Giant, who
< Joved a dainty Bit,) make good your Words ;
¢ but, (faid he to Finetta) how do you know when
¢ the Oven is hot enough ?’> <1 lay fome Butter
< on it, Sir, (replied fhe) and then tafte it with
¢ my Tongue.” Thereupon he ordered her to heat
the Oven, and the Princefs made a terrible Fire ; for
you muft know, the Giant’s Oven was as large as
a Stable, and he and his Wife devoured as much
Bread as an Army ; and the Giant, who overlooked
them, eatan hundred Cakes and Piggins of Miik.
Love’s-Flower and Fair-Night prepared the Pafte :
The Giant {aid the Oven was hot enough: Finetra
told him, fhe would {ee whether it was {o, and
throwing fome Pounds of Butter into the Oven’s
Mouth, told him it muft be tafted with the Tongue,
but that fhe was too litde to do it.. ¢ Oh! (faid
¢ he,) I am big enough.” And thereupon he
¢ thruft himfelf fo far in, that he could not get
back again ; but was burnt to Afhes.

When the Giant’s Wite came to the Oven, fhe
was furprized to find fuch a Heap of Afhes as pro-

g ceeded
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ceeded from her burnt Hufband. Zowe's- Flsaver
and Fair Night, who faw her very much grieved,
did ‘what they coild to comfort her; but at the

. fame Time, were. afraid her Sorrow would be too
foon over, and her Appetite come upon her. ¢ Ma--

¢ dam, (faid they) have Courage, fome King, or
« great Prince, will think themfelves happyte
¢ marry yon.” Which made her laugh, and fhew
her long Teeth, 'that were as large as a Finger.
When they faw her ina good Humour,, Finetta
{aid to her, < If youwill throw off thefe Bear Skins,
* with which you now clothe yourfelf, we will drefs
€ you a-la-mode, and you fhall appear as bright
¢ as any Star.” ¢ Let me fee, (faid fhe) what
€ you would be at; but affure yourfelf, if any
¢ Ladies look better than me, I will make Mince
¢ Meat of you,” Whereupon the three Princefles
pulled off her Cap, and combed and frizzled her
Hair ; and while the two Sifters were amufing her
after that Manner, Finetta, with a Hatchet, fe-
vered her Head from her Body at one Blow.
Never was Joy equal to theirs ; they ran up to
the Top of the Houfe to ring the Golden Bells,
went into all the Chambers of Pearls and Dia-
monds, the Furniture of which was {o rich, that it
was an Extafy go behold it. They laughed and
fung all that Day long, and almoft glutted them-
felves with Sweetmeats and other Danties, Lowe’s
Flower and Fair Night laid in Beds of Brocade and
Velvet, and faid one to another, ¢ Qur Father
< never was fo rich in all his Prefperity ; but yet
we want Hufbands, and may be affured nobody
will ever come here, fince this Houfe paffes for
a Place of Deftrution, fince the Giant and his
Wife’s Death are unknown ; therefore we muft
go to the next Village to fhew ourfelves in our
Finery, and we fhall not be long before we
find Perfons enough who will be glad to marry
Princefles.’
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As foon as they were drefled; they told Finetta
they were going a-walking, and that the mult ftay
there to take care of the Houfe, and have every
Thing in order againft they returned, or elfe they
fhould make her feel their Blows. When they were
gone, Finetta, who was forced to feour and wafh,
was {o overpowered with Grief, . that fhe burft out
a-crying. ¢ How unhappy was I, (/aid fbe to ber-
< felf) to difobey my Godmother! all Misfortunes
¢ have fince attended me ; my Sifters have robbed
me of my fine Cloaths, and dreffed themfelves
in them. Had itnot been for me, the Giant and
his Wife had been yet alive ; and what am I the
better for their Deaths ; I fhould have been as well
pleafed to have been devoured by them,as to live
¢ asI donow.” When fhe had faid all this, fhe cried
fo much, that her Eyes were almoft fwoln out of
her Head ; and when her Sifters came, fhe hadthe
Mortification to fee them bring with them Oranges,
and Sweetmeats, and fine Fraits, and to hear
them tell what Refpect they had paid by a King’s
Son at a Ball they had been at ; and withal, to be
bid to come and undrefs them, and lay up their
Cloaths ; which fhe durft notrefufe ; for if ever fhe.
complained, they flew upon her, and beat her till
they had left her for dead.

'The next Day they went again, and came back
as before, and lived in that Manner fome Time ;
when one Night as Finetta was fitting over a Hand-
ful of Fire, not knowing what to do with herfelf,
raking among the Cinders, fhe found an old rufty
cankered little Key; and after having tzken a
great deal of Pains to fcour it, found it to be Gold,
and thinking it might open fome Lock in the Houfe,
tried them all, and it belonged toa fine Box, which
ihe opened, wherein there were rich Cloaths, Dia-
" monds, Laces, fine Linen, Ribbons, and Thinos
of great Value. Never mentioning a Word of
this good Fortune, fthe waited umpatiently for her

¥z ' Sifters
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Sifters going again the next Day; and then as
foon as fhe faw them out of Doors, drefled herfelf
fo fine, that fhe appeared as fine as the Sun, and
went to the fame Ball ; and though fhe had no
Mafk on, yet her Cloaths had made fo great an
Alteration in her for the better, that they did not
know her. When fhe appeared in that Aflembly,
there was heard a Murmuring of Voices, fome out
of Admiration and others of Jealoufy ; and when
fhe danced, fhe excelled as much therein as in
her Beauty.

Lowe's-Fl.awer and Fazv-Nzglyt, who had made
there ftrange Havock among the Hearts, feeing the -
favourable Reception this Stranger met with, were
ready to burft with Jealoufy ; but Finerta, who be-
haved herfelf extraordinary well, feemed by her
Air, as if fhe was made to command. ZL.v¢'s
Flower and Fair Night, who had been ufed to fee
their Sifter dirty and grimy, retained fo fmall an
Idea of her Face, that they knew her not, but
paid as much Refpect to her as the reft; and fhe, as
foon as the Ball was over, ran Home as faft as fhe
could, and put on her dirty Rags again. When
her Siﬁers came home, they told her they had
feen a charming young Princefs, whofe Skin was
as white as Snow, the Colour of her Cheeks as
freth as a Rofe, her Teeth as even and as white
as Ivory, and for her Lips, they lcoked like Coral,
and that her Cloaths were all over Gold and Dia-
monds  This Sport continued fome Time, and
Finetta every Ball appeared in a different Drefs ;
for the Cheft was inexhauftible, and the Cloaths
were all fo fathionable, that the Ladies followed
that Mode.

One Night that Finetta had danced very much,
and had ftaid longer than ordinary, and was wil-
ling to get home {foon enough, that fhe mlght not
be difcovered by her Sifters, fhe made {o much ,
Elafte, that fhe loft her Slipper, which was of red
: Velvet,
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Velvet, braided with Pearls, and was found the
next Day by the Prince of Chery, the King’s Eldeit
Son, as he was hunting, and admired it {o much
for its Smallnefs, that he kiffed it, and carried it
home with him ; and from that Day, grew fo me-
lancholy, and referved, that he never would fpeak,
loft his Stomach, fell away, and looked fo ill, that
the King and Queen, who loved him to Diftraétion,
fent for all the Remedies and Afliftance they could
get: But all to no Purpofe, for the Phyficians,
after they had confulted together, and made their
Obfervations for two or three Days together, con-
cluded that he was in Love, and would die unlefs
he had fome Relief.

The Queen, who doated on him, cried Day and
Night over him ; but could make no Difcovery
who the beloved Perfon was. She brought all the
moft beautiful Ladies of the Court into his Cham-
ber, but he would not fo much as look at them,
At laft the Queen faid to him one Day. ¢ My
dear Child, you overwhelm us with Grief; we
¢ know you are in Love, wherefore then fhould
¢ you hide it from us? Tell who the loyely Perfon
is, and fhould fhe prove a Shepherdefs, we will
¢ not oppofe your Defires.” Hereupon the Prince
grown more bold by the Queen’s Promifes, pulled
the Slipper from under his Bolfter: ¢ This, Ma-
¢ dam, (faid he) is the Caufe of my Illnefs; I
found this pretty little Slipper as [ was one Day
¢ a-hunting, and am refolved never to marry any
¢ but the Perfon who can draw it on.” ¢ Alas!
Child, (faid the Queen) grieve not, we fhall
¢ foon find her out.” And then fhe left him, and
told the King, who was very much furprized at
the Strangenefs of his Paffion, and ordered to be
proclaime§ by Sound of Traumpet, That all Wo-
men fhould come and try on the Slipper, and that
the Perfon whom it fitted fhould be married to the

; Prince,

-

Y

Y

-



102 Stery of FINETTA.

, Prince. Upon this, all the fine Ladies of the
Ceourt wathed and paired their Feet, and made
Choice of the thinneft Stockings, that they might
put on the Slipper; but all to no Purpofe, fince
none of them could get it on 3 which was no {fmall
Afli&tion to the Prince. Lowe’s Flower and Fair
Night, upon this, drefled themfelves fo fine one
Day, that Finettq was amazed, and afked them
-where they were going ? Who told her, to Court,
to try on the Slipper that the King’s Son had
found, and that whoever fucceeded was to marry
him. Whereupon Finetta atked, if fhe might not
go? Which made them laugh at her, and tell her,
they wondered how fuch a dirty Girl as fhe could
have any {uch Thoughts, bidding her water the
Garden, for the was fit for nothing elfe.

When they were gone, Finetta had a great Mind-
to try her Fortune, having a ftrong . Fancy of ‘her
Succefs ; but was fomewhat at a Lofs, becaufe the
knew not the Way ; for the Ball fhe was at before
was not kept at Court, However, fhe drefled her-
{elf very magnificently, her Gown was of blue Sat-
tin, covered over with Stars of Diamonds ; a full
Moon was placed in the Middle of her Back,and a
Sun upon her Head, which gave fuch a Luftre, as
dazzled the Eyes of the Spe&ators. When fhe.
opened the Door to go out, fhe was very much
furprized to find the Spanifb Horfe there ; fhe ca-
reffed him, and was overjoyed to fee him, and
mounting on him, appeared a thoufand Times
more beautiful than Helenr. 'The Horfe went
prancing along, and by the Noife he made with
champing of his Bits, made Lowe’s Floaver and her
Sifter look behind, to fee who was coming after
them ; but how great was their Aftonifhment,
when they faw it was Finetta! ¢ 1 proteft, (faid
¢ Lowe’s Flower to Fair Night) ’tis Finetta;’ and
- the other was about to make fome Reply, when
the Horfe pafling by, dathed them all ove;) with

it
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Dirt ; _whereupon Finetta told them, that fhe de-
{pifed them as they deferved, and fo put forward,
< Certainly, (faid Fair-Night) we dream; who
could have furnifhed her with this Horfe and
fine Cloaths ? ’Tis a Miracle to me: She will,
without Difpute, have the good Fortune to get
the Slipper, therefore ’tis in vain for us to go
any farther.’ ‘

While they were in the utmoft Rage and Def-
pair, Finetta arrived at the Palace, where fhe
being taken for a Queen, the Guards were under
Arms, with Drums beating and Trumpets founding.
She went into the Prince’s Chamber, who no
fooner fet his Byes on her, but he was charmed,
and wifhed her Foot {mall enough to put on the
Slipper; which fhe not only did do, but alfo pro-
duced the Fellow toit, Upon which all Perfons
prefent cried, (Long liwe the Princefs; and the
Prince arofe from off his Bed, came and kiffed her
Hand, and declared to her his Paflion. As foon
as the King and Queen heard of it, they came
overjoyed ; the Queen flung her Arms about her
Neck,” and embraced her, and called her Daugh-
ter., The King and Queen made her great Pre-
{ents, the Cannons were fired, and there were the
moft public Demonftrations of Joy poflible.

The Prince defired fhe would confent to his
Happinefs, and that they might be married;
which fhe refufed till fhe had told them her Ad-
ventures, which the did in few Words. Their
Joy was augmented fo much the more, when they
knew her to be a Princefs by Birth; and, upon ac-
quainting them with the Names of her Father and
Mother, informed her that they had deprived
them of their Kingdoms. As foon as fhe knew
that, fhe vowed never to give her Hand to the
Prince, unlefs they were reftored again to their
Dominions, which the King her Father-in-Law
made no Scruple to grant. In the mean Time

F 4 Love's
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Lowe’s Floawer and Fair Night arrived, and the .
firtt News they heard, was, that their Sifter had
put on the Slipper, and were fo much confufed,
that they knew not what to fay or do; but at laft
were for going back again; when fhe hearing that
they were there, fent for them, and, inftead of
ufing them as they deferved, met them, and em-
braced them, and afterwards prefented them to the
Queen, acquainting her that they were her Sifters,
for whom fhe defired fhe would have fome Refpect.
They were fo much furprized at their Sifter’s
Goodnefs, that they ftood fpeechlefs ; but, upon
her telling them that the Prince her Spoufe would
reftore the King their Father, and fend them into
their own Country, they fell on their Knees before
her, and wept for Joy.

The Nuptials were celebrated with -all the
Pomp imaginable ; Finetta writ a Letter to her
Godmother, which fhe fent with great Prefents by
the Spani/p Horfe, defiring her to find out the
King and Queen her Father and Mother, and let
them know her good Fortune, and that they might
return to their own Kingdoms ; which Commifiion
the Fairy acquitted herfelf of, and the King and
‘Queen were reftored to their Dominions. Lowe’s
Flower and Fair Night lived as great and happy
as they could defire, and became afterwards great
Queens, as well as their Sifter.

The Morality of this Tale is, that while we A&
‘confiftently with virtuous Principles, however Mif-
fortunes may attend, yet in the End Happinefs will
fucceed ; and fuch as are good will ever meet a

juft Reward.

THE
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HE RE was a King who had three Sons,
l all handfome, brave young Gentlemen ;
but jealous that they fhould defire to reign before
his Death, he caufed feveral Reports to be fpread
abroad, that they endeavoured to procure them-
Aelves Creatures todeprive him of his Crown. The
King found himfelf very old, but his Senfe and
Capacity of Government no ways decayed; fo that
he cared not to refign up a Place he filled fo wor-
thily, and thought that the beft Way for him to
live at Quiet, was to amufe them by Promifes.
To this End he took them into his Clofet, where,
after he had talked to them with great Candour,
he {aid, ¢ You will agree with me, my Children,
~* that my great Age will nct allow me to apply
myfelf to the Affairs of the Public with as much
Care as formerly ; and I am afraid my Subjeéts
will not be {o well pleafed with my Adminiftra-
tion. Thereforelintend torefign my Crown to one
of you. Butas it isvery juft that you fhould ftrive
to pleafe me with fuch a Prefent, and asIdefign
ta retire into the Country, I thould be very glad
5 189
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¢ to have a pretty little Dog to keep me Company,
Therefore, without having more Regard to my
eldeft than my youngeft, I declare to you, that
he of you who brings me the beft beautiful Dog
fhall be my Heir.’ :

The three Princes were very much furprized at
their Father’s Defire for a little Dog. For the two
younger they were extraordinarily well pleafed at
this Propofal ; and for the elder, he was either too
timorous or refpectful toreprefent his Right. How-
ever they took their Leaves of the King, who gave
them Money and Jewels, telling them, That they

‘S 8 A A

 <muft all retarn without fail in a Year’s Time, on

a certain Day, with their Dogs. But before they
{et out on this Search, they all went to a Caftle
three Leagues off, where they made an Entertain-
“ment, and invited their moft trufty Friends and
Confidents, before whom the three Brothers fwore
an eternal Friendfhip to one another, promifing
never to be jealous of each others good Fortune ;
but that the moft Succefsful fhould let the other
two partake with him, appointing that Caftle for
their Place of Rendezvous, and from thence to go

all together to the King.
They every one took a different Road without
‘any Attendants ; and for the two eldeft,” they had
a great many Adventures: But as the Particulars
are not fo well known to me, I fhall pafs them over
~an Silence, and fpeak only of the youngeft, who
was a Prince of a fweet Behaviour, exalt Shape,
fine Features, had delicate Teeth, performed all
Exercifes fit for a Prince with a good Grace; and
to fum up all in one, was a Youth of bright Parts,
and brave even to a Fault: Befides he fang very
“agreeably, and played on the Lute and Theorbo
to Admiration, and painted with great Judgment.
Not a Day pafled over his Head, but he bought
Pogs of fome Kind or other, as Hounds, Grey-
hounds, Spaniels, &c. that were pretty, keeping
always

- 4
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always the moft beautiful, ‘and letting the others
go; for it was impoflible for him to keep all the
Dogs he had purchafed, fince he had neither Gen-
tleman, Page, nor any other Perfon along with
him : However, he kept going on, without fixing
on any certain Place : when he was f{urprized one
Night in a large Foreft, where he could find no
Shelter, by a Storm of Thunder, Lightening and
Rain.* Sull he purfued the Road, and went a long
Way, when feeing a fmall Light, he perfuadeﬁ
himfelf fome Houfe was nigh, where he might get
a Lodging that Night. Following the Lights, he
arrived at the Gates of a ftately Caftle, which were
all of Mafly Gold; in which were Refle€ors
which gave that extraordinary Light which the
Prince faw fo far off. The walls were of fine
China, whereon the Hiftories of all the Faries
fince the Creation of the World were reprefented;
but the Rain and ill Weather would not fuffer our
Prince to flay to examine them all, though he
was charmed to find the Adventures’of Prince
Lutin, who was his Uncle among the reft.

He returned to the Door, after having rambled
fome Paces off, and there found a Deer’s Foot at
the End of a Chain of Diamonds, which made him
admire the Magnificence: He pulled, and foon
heard a Bell, which, by the Sound, he judged to
be either Gold or Silver ; and fome Time after the
Door apened, and he faw no Perfon, but only
‘twelve Hands, each holding a Flambeau ; at which
‘Sight he was very much furprized, and was in
Difpute whether or no he thould proceed any fur-
ther, when, to his great Amazement he felt fome
.others behind him, which pufhed him forwards;
-whereupon' he advanced with his Hand on his
Sword, though very uneafy, and, as he thought, in
fome Danger: When going into a Wardrobe of
Porphyry and Lapis Lazuli, he heard two fweet
“Yoices fing' thefe Words:

Fé6 7 With
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With Unconcern bebold thefe Hands,
And dread no falfe Alarms,

If you are fure you can avithfland
T he Force of Beauty’s Charms.

He could not believe he was invited fo kindly to
fuffer any Injury, which made him, finding him-
felf forced forwards, to go to a great Gate of Co-
ral, which opened as foon as he approached it, and
he went into a Hall of Mother o’Pearl, and
_ thence into feveral Chambers adorned and enriched
with Paintings and Jewels; a vaft Number of
Lights that were let down from the Ceiling of the
Hall, contributed to light fome Part of the other
Apartments, which befides were hung round with
Glafs Sconces. In fhort, the Magnificence was
almoft incredible. After having gone into fixty
Chambers, the Hands that conduéted him ftopt
him, and he faw a great eafy Chair make up to-
wards him ; the Fire light of itfelf, and the Hands,
which were both white and finely proportioned,
undrefs him, he being wet, and in fome Danger of
catching Cold. A fine Shirt and a Night-gown
of Gold Brocade, with Cyphers and fmall Eme-
ralds, were given him, and a Table and Toilet
brought by thefe Hands. Every Thing was very
grand: The Hands comb’d out his Hair with a
tightne(s that gave him Pleafure, and after-
wards drefled him in extraordinary fine Cloaths,
while he not only filently admired them, but at
jaft began to be in fome little Fright. When he
was -drefled that he {feemed as beautiful as Adonis,
they condn&ted him into a ftately Hall richly for-
nifhed, where he fawin fine Painting, the Stories
of the moft famous Cats; as Rodillardus hung by
the Heels in a council of Rats, the Cat in Boots,
the Marquis dz Carabus, the writing Cat, the Cat
surn’d Woman, Witches in the Shape of Cats,

with
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- with their nightly Meetings, &c. all very odd and
fingular.

Two Cloths were laid, both garnithed with
Gold Plate, with Beaufets fet out with vaft Num-
ber of Glaffes, and Cups made of valuable Stones;
and while the Prince was thinking with himfelf
what they were laid for, he faw fome Cats come
and place themfelves upon a Bench fet there for
that Purpofe, one holding a Mufick-Book, another
with a Roll of Paper, to beat 'Time with, and the
reft with {fmall Guittars : When all on a fudden
they every one fet up a Mewing in different Tones,
and ftruck the Strings with their Talons, which
made the ftrangeft mufic that ever was heard. The
Prince would have thought himfelf in Hell, if
the Palace had not been {fo wonderful fine, it put
him fo much in Mind of it; then flopping his
Ears, he laughed heartily at the feveral Poftures
and Grimaces of thefe Strange Muficians. And
while he was calling to Mind the {everal Things
that had happened fince his being in this Caitle, he
faw a little Figure about halfa Yard high came
forward in a Veil of black Crape, led by two Cats
in Mourning Clokes, with Swords by their Sides,
and followed by a numerous train of Cats; fome
carrying Rats, and fome Mice in Traps and
Cages.

The Prince was in the greateft Amazement,
and knew not what to think ; when the little Fi-
gure in black coming up to him, and lifting up
its Veil, he faw the prettieft little white Cat he
ever had fet -his Eyes on, which feemed to be
young, but withal very melancholy, and fet up
fuch an agreeable Mewing, as went to the Princes
‘Heart. < Prince, (faid fhe) you are welcome ; it
« is a Pleafure to me to fee you here.” ¢ Madam,
¢« Pufs, (replied the Prince) you are very gene-
¢ rous to receive me fo gracioufly ; but you ap-

¢ pear to meto be a Cat of extraerdinary Merig:
* Bor
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~ For the Gift you have of Speech, and this %tately

Catftle you poffefs, are convincing Proofs of it.”

Prince;, (anfwered the White Cat) I defire you
would forbear your Compliments, for I am’both
Plain in my Difcourfe and Manners, but have a
good Heart. Letus go, (faid fhe) to Supper,
and bid the Muficians leave off, for the Prince
does not underftand what they fay.” ¢ What,

(faid he) do. they then fay any Thing ?* ¢ Yes,

(anfwered the White Cat) we have Poets, and
great Wits, and if you will ftay with us, you
{hall be convinced of it.” < I need but hear you
fpeak to believe that, (anfwered he gallantly)
-tor I look on you as on fomething more than
common.’

Supper was brought up, the Hands fet on the
Table two Difhes of Soup, one made of young
Pigeons, and the other of fat Mice. The fight of
the one hindred the Prince from eating the other,
fancying that the fame Cook had drefled both ;
which the White Cat guefled at, affured him that
fhe bad two Kitchens, and that he might eat of
whatever was fet before him, and be confident
there were no Rats or Mice in any 'Thing offered
him. The Prince, who believed that this beautiful
Cat would not deceive him, wanted not to be told
fo twice. He obferved a little Picture to hang
ppon her Foot, at which he was not a little fur-
prized, and afked her to thew it him, thinking it
might be fome fine Pufs, a Lover of the White
Cat ; but was 1n a maze to fee a handfome young
Man, who refembled him very much. The White
€at fighed, and growing melancholy, kept a
profound Silence. The Prince perceived that
there was fomething extraordinary in it, but durft
not ipform himfelf for fear of difpleafing or griev-
ing his kind Entertainer. He diverted her with
all the News he knew, and found her well ac-
quainted: wath the different Interefts .of Princes,
: * ' ' and
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and other Things that pafled in the World. When
Sapper was done, the White Cat carried her Gueft
into a Hall, where there was a ftage on which
twelve Cats, and as many Apes, danced a Mafk
in Moorifh and Chinefe Habits; and when this
was over, the White Cat bid her Gueft Good-
night, and the Hands led him into an Apartment
oppofite to that which he had feen, but no lefs
magnificent : It was hung with Tapeftry, made of
the Wings of Butterflies, the Variety of which
Colours formed moft beautiful Flowers, The Bed
was of fine-Gauze, tied with Bunches of Ribbon,
and the Glafles reached from the Ceiling down to
the Floor, and the Pannels between reprefented,
in carved Work, thoufands of Cupids.

The Prince went to Bed, and flept a little ; but
was awakened again by a confufed Noife. The
Hands took him out of Bed, and put him on an
hunting Habit. He looked out of the Window,
and faw above five hundred Cats, fome lead-
ing Greyhounds, - and others blowing Horns ;
it being that Day a great Feaft, whereon the
White Cat had a Mind to go a hunting, and was
willing that the Prince fhould partake of that Di-
verfion. The Hunds prefented to him a wooden
Horfe, that had a good Speed and eafy Paces,
which he made fome Scruple to mount, alledging,
they took him for Don Quixotte ; but his Refufal
fignified nothing, they fet him on the wooden
Horfe, which was finely caparifoned, with a Sad-
die and Houfing of Gold, befet with Diamonds.
The White Cat rid on a moft heautiful Ape, hav-

‘ing thrown off her Veil, and put on a Hat and
. Feather, which gave fo bold an Air, as frightened

all the Mice that fawher. Never was there better
Sport; the Cats outrun the Mice and Rabbits,
and whenever they took one, the White Cat al-

,ways paunch’d its Prey, and gave them their Fees.

For the Birds they were not in much greater Sc-
curity ;
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curity ; the Cats climbed up the Trees, and th
Ape carried the White Cat up to the Eagles Nefts.
When the Chafe was over, fhe took a Horn of
- about a Finger’s Length, which, when founded,
~was fo loud, that it might be heard fome Leagues;
andas foon as fhe blowed, fhe had prefently all the
Cats in the Country about her, fome mounted in
Chariots in tie Air, and fome in Boats, but all in
- different Habits, which made a fine Shew. With
this pompous Train fhe and the Prince returned to
her Caftle, who thought it favoured very much of
Sorcery; but was more furprized at the Cat’s
fpeaking than all the reft.
As foon as fhe came home, fhe put on her black

- Veil again, and fupped with the Prince, whom
the freth Air had gota good Stomach ; the Hands
brought hiin fine Liquors, which he not only drank
of with Pleafure, but made him forget the little
Dog he was to procure for his Father: His Thoughts
were bent on bearing the White Cat Company and
he fpent his Time in Hunting and Fifhing, and
fometimes in Balls and Plays. The White Cat
made fuch paflionate Songs and Verfes, that he
began to think fhe had a tender Heart, fince fhe
could not exprefs herfelf as fhe did, and be infen-
fible of the Power of Love, but her Secretary, who
was an old Cat, writ fo bad a Hand, that fhould
any of her Works remain, it would be impofiible
to read them. The Prince had forgot his Country,
the Hand fill waited on him, and he regretted his
‘not being a Cat, that he might pafs his Life in
fuch pleafant Company. ¢ Alas! (faid he to the
« White Cat) how forry am I to leave you, fince I
~« Love you dearly ! Either become a Woman, or
« change me into a Cat.” Which Wifh the White
Cat only anfwered in obicure Words, though fhe
_ was mightily pleafed with it.
Thaus 2 Year flipt away free from Care and Pain.

The White Cat knew the Time he was to return,
«nd
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and as he did not think of it, put him in Mind
thereof. ¢ Don’t you know, (faid fhe) that you
¢« have but three Days to find a little Dog in, and
« that yocur Brothers have gotfome very fine one’s?’
This rouzed the Prince out of his-Lethargy : < By
¢« what fecret Charm, (cried he) have I forgotthe
¢ only Thing in the World, that is of the greateft
¢ Importance to me? What will become of my
¢« Honour and Fortune ? Where fhall I find a little
¢« Dog beautiful enough to gain’a Kingdom, and
« a Horfe fwift enough to make diligent Search
¢ after one ?’ Then beginning to afflit himfelf,
and grew uneafy, the White Cat faid to him,
Do not grieve, Prince, I am your Friend ; you
may ftay here a Day longer yet ; for though it is
five hundred Leagues off, the good wooden
Horfe will carry you there in lefs than twelve
Hours.” ¢ 1 thank you, beautiful Cat, ({aid he)
but ’tis not enough for me to return to my Fa.
ther; I muft carry with mea little Dog.” ¢ Here
take this Acorn, (faid the White Cat) it has a
heautiful little Dog in it ; put it to your Ear,
¢ and you will hear itbark,” The Prince obeyed,
heard it bark, and was tranfported with Joy: He
would have opened it, fo great was his Curiofity ;
but the White Cat told him it might catch Cold,
znd he bad better ftay till he gave it to his Father,
He thanked her a thoufand Times, and bid her
a tender Farewel, afluring herthat he never paffed
his Days fo pleafantly as with her, and that he
was grieved to Jeave her behind him: adding that
though fhe was a Sovereign, and had great Court
paid to her, yet he could not forbear afking her to
go along with him : To which Propofition {he only
anfwered with a Sigh.

The Prince came firft to the Caftle, that was ap-
pointed for the Rendezvous with his Brothers, whe
arrived foon afterwards, but were very much fur-

prized to fee a wooden Horfe in the Court, that
; leaped
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leaped better than any in the Academies. The
Prince went to. meet them ; they embraced, and
gave each other an Account of their Adventures ;
but our Prince took Care to conceal the Truth of
his, and thewed them only an ugly Turnfpit, tel-
ling them that he thought him very pretty @ At
which, though they were very good Friends, the
- wwo eldeft conceived a fecret Joy. The next Day
they all three went in the fame Coach to the King.
The two eldeft carried their Dogs in Bafkets {o
white and delicate that none durft hardly touch
them; and the youngeft had his poor defpicable
Turnfpit in a String.' When they came to the
Palace, the Courtiers crowded about them to
welcome them home.  The King, when they
came into his Apartment, knew not in whofe Fa-
vour to declare, for the two little Dogs that the
elder Brothers brought were almoft of equal
Beauty, when the youngeft pulling the Acorn
out of his Pocket, which the White Cat gave him,
put an End to the Difference. As foon as he
opened it, they all faw a little Dog laid on Cotton,
and fo {mall, that he might go through a Ring and
never touch it. The Prince fet it on the Ground,
and prefently it began to dance a Saraband, with
Caftanets, as nimble and as well as the beft Spani-
ard. It was of a Mixture of feveral Colours, its
Ears and long Hair reached the Ground. The
King was very much furprized, and though it was
impofiible to meet with ‘any Thing {o beautiful as
Tonton, by which Name it was called, yet he was
not very ready to part with his Crown, the leaft
Gem of which was dearer to him than all the Dogs
in the World. He told his Children, that he was
very well pleafed with the Pain they had taken,
but that they had fucceeded fo well in the firft Thing
he had defired, that he had a Mind to make further
proof of their Abilities before he performed his
Promife: And that was, he wouvld give them a

Year
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Year to find out 2 Web of Cloth fine enough to'go
through the Eye of afmall working Needle. They
all ftood furprized and concerned, that they were
to go again upon another Search; however, the
two elder feemed the more réady, and all three
parted without making fo grea Profeflion of
Friendfhip as they did the firft T1 for the Story
of the Turnipit had fomewhat abated it.

Our Prince mounted his wooden Horfe again,
and without looking after any other Affiftance,
than what he might expeét from the Friendfhip of
the White Cat, returned in all Diligence to the
Cafltle, where he had been {fo well received 5 where
he not only found all the Doors open, but the Win=
dows, Walls, and Walks illuminated. The Hande
came and met him, held his Horle’s Bridle, and
led him into the Stable, while the Prince went to
the White Cat’s Chamber, who was laid in a little
Batket, on a Quilt of white Sattin, When fhe {aw
the Prince, fhe made a thoufand Skips and Jumps,
to exprefs her Joy, and faid, ¢ Whatever Reafon I
¢« might have, Prince, to hope for your Return, I
« muft own I durft not flatter myfelf with it ; fince -
« I am generally unhappy in what I moft defire,
¢ therefore this furprizes me.’ 'The Prince, full of
Acknowledgement, careffed her often, and told
her the Succeis he had in his Journey, which fhe
was not unacquainted with, and that the King re:

uired a chy of Cloth {o fine, as it might be
grawn through the Eye of a Needle, which he
believed was a thing impoflible ; but that however
he would not fail to try to procure fuch a one, re-
lying on her Friendfhip and Afliftance. The White
Cat, putting on a grave Air, told him it was an
Affair that required fome Confideration, that by
good Fortune fhe had in her Caftle fome Cats that
{pun very fine, that fhe would do what fhe could to .
forward that Work, fo that he might ftay there, '

and
-
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and not trouble himfelf to fearch elfewhere, it be-
ing unlikely for him to meet with any fo eafily.
Soon after the Hands appeared, carrying Flam-
beaux, and the Prince followed the White Cat into
a magnificent Gallery that looked on to a River,
upon which there were fome artificial Fire-works,
-made to burn foll# Cats, who had been accufed and
convited of eating fome Roaftmeat, defigned for
the White Cat’s Supper ; with fome Cheefe and
Milk ; and befides for confpiring againft her Per-
fon with Martifax and Lermites, two famous Rats
in that Country: But as it was thought that there
was a great deal _of Injuftice done them, and that
moft of the Witnefles were fuborned, the Prince
obtained their Pardon; notwithftanding, the Fire-
works were let off, which gave the Prince very
great Diverfion. Afterwards a Repaft was ferved
up, which gave the Prince more Pleafure than the
Fire, for his Riding had got him an extraordinary
Stomach : For the reft of the Time, he {pent it in
agreeable Entertainments, with which the ingeni-
ous White Cat diverted her Guefts, who was per-
haps the firft Mortal that was fo well entertained by
Cats without any other Company, Indeed the
White Cat had a ready Wit, and could difcourfe
on any Subjet, which often put the Prince into a
great Confternation, and made him fay to her,
¢ Certainly, all this that I obferve fo wonderful
¢ in you, cannot be natural ; therefore tell me b
¢ what Prodigy you think and fpeak {o juftly?’ « For-
¢ bear atking me any Queftions, Prince, (faid fhe)
¢ for I'am not allowed to anfwer them, but you
¢ may conjefture what you pleafe; let it fuffice
¢ that I have ufed you with Refpe, and that I
¢ intereft myfelf tenderly in what regards you.’
"The fecond Year rolled away infenfibly, as well
as the firft; the Prince withed for nothing, but the
diligent Hands brought it to him, whether Books,
Jewels, fine Pié}ures, or antique Medals, &c.
whea
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when the White Cat, who was always watchful for
the Prince’s Intereft, informed him that the Time
of his Departure drew nigh ; but that he might be
eafy concerning the Web of Cloth, for fhe had a
wonderful fine one made ; and added withal, that
this Time fhe would give him an Equipage fuitable
to his Birth, and without waiting for an Anfwer,
obliged him to look into the great Court of the
Caftle, in which there waited an open Chariot of
embofled Work in Gold, in feveral gallant De-
vices, drawn by twelve milk-white Horfes, four-
a breaft, whofe Harncfles were covered with Vel-
vet of Fire-colour, which was the fame as the
Lining of the Chariot, befet with Diamonds, and
the Buckles of Gold. An hundred Coaches with
eight Horfes, full of the Lords of his Retinue, mag-
nificently cloathed, followed this Chariot, which
was guarded befides by a thoufand Body-Guards,
whofe cloathing was fo full of Embioidery, that the
Cloth was hardly difcovered ; and what is very
fingular, the White Cat’s Picture was {een every
where, both in the devices on the Chariot, andon
the Guards. < Go, Prince, (faid fhe) and appear
¢ at the King your Father’s Court, in fo ftately a
Manner, that your Magnificence may ferve to
impofe on him, that he may refufe you no longer
the Crown you deferve. Take this Walaut, be
fure to crack it in his Prefence, and you will
find in it fuch a Web as you want.” - < Lovely
white Cat, (faid he) I own I am fo penetrated
with your Bounty, thatif you will give your con-
fent 1 will prefer' pafling my Days wirh you,
before all the Grandeur [ may promife myfelf
elfewhcre.” ¢ Prince, (replied fhe) 1 am per-
fuaded of the Kindnets of your Heart, which is
a rare Thing among Princes, who would be re-
fpeGted by all the World, and love none but
themfelves ; but you fhew me this Rule is not
general. 1 make great Account of the Attach-

ment
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¢ ment you have for a little white Cat, that in the

¢ Main is fit for nothing but to catch Mice.” At
«that the Prince kiffed her Paw, and went away.

It is almoft incredible to believe the hafte he
made, were we unacquainted with the Swiftnefs of
thewooden Horfe, who carried him before five hun-
dred thoufand Leagues in lefs than two Days ; and
the fame Power that animated him, had fo great
an Effett upon the others, that he was not above
four-and-twenty Hours upon the Road, and never
ftopt till he arrived at the King’s Palace, where his
two Brothers had got before him 5 who feeing he
Was not come, rejoiced at his Negligence, and

{aid to one another, < How fortunate 1s this ! he is

¢ either fick or dead, and will not come to rival us
¢ in this important Bufine(s.’ Thereupon they

- pulled out thejr Webs ; which were indeed very

fine, and paffed them through the Eye of a large
Weedle, but not 3 {mall one; which Pretext of
Refufal the King embracing, went and fetched the
Needle he propofed, which the Magiftrates, by
his Order, had carried to the Treafury, and locked
8p carefully : This -Refufal raifed a great Mur-
muring: Thofe that were Friends to the Princes,
and particalarly the eldeft, whofe Web was the
fineft, {aid it wasall 2 Trickand Evafion: And the
King’s Creatures maintained, that he was not
obliged to keep any other Conditions than what
were propofed ; when to put an End to this Diffe.
rence, there was heard a founding of Trumpets and
Hautboys, which came before our Prince.
-~ The King and his Sons were all furprized at this
Magnificence. The Prince, after he had refpect-
tully fzluted his Father, and embraced his Brothers,
took out of his Box, covered with Rubies, a Wal-
nut which he cracked, thinking to find the Web 1o
much boafted of ; but only faw a fmall Hazel Nut,
which he cracked alfo, and, to his Surprize,
tound oaly a Kernel of Wax, The King and every
Body
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Body laughed, to think that the Prince had been
fo credulous as to think to carry a Web of Cloth in
a Nut; but had they recolleéted themfelves, they
“might have remembered the little Dog :hat lay in
an Acorn. However he peeled the Kernel, and no-
thing appeared but the Pulp itfelf, whereupon 2
great Noife was heard all over the Room, every
one having it in his Mouth what a Fool the Prince
was made of ; who, for his Part, returned no An-
fwer to all the Pleafantries of the Courtiers, but
broke the Kernel, and found init a Corn of Wheat,
and in that a grain of Millet. At the Sight of this
he began to diftruft, and muttered 4o himfelf, < O
< White Cat ! White Cat! thou haft deceived me 'k
And at that Inftant he felt a Cat’s Paw upon his
Hand, which fcratched him, and fetched Blood ;
he knew not whether it was to encourage or difmay
him. However, he opened 'the Millet Seed, and
to the Amazement of all prefent, drew out 2 Web
of Cloth, four hundred Yards long ; and what was
more wonderful, there were painted on it all Sorts
of Birds, Beafts and Fifh, Fruits, Trees and Plants,
Rocks, and all Manner of rare Shells of the Sea ;

the Sun, Moon, Stars and Planets; and all the

Pittures of all the Kings and Princes of the World,
with thofe of their Wives, Milftreffes, and Chil-
dren, all drefled after the Fafhion of their‘own

~ Country. When the King faw this Piece of Cloth, |

he turned as pale as the Prince was red in looking
. fo long for.it, and the Needle was brou’ght, and 1t
was put through five or fix T'imes ; all which Time,
the King and his two Sons were filent, though
afterwards, the Beauty and Rarity of the Cloth
was fo great, they faid it was not to be matched in
the whole World. The King fetched adeep Sigh,
and turning himfelf towards his Children, faid to
them ! ¢ Nothing gives me fo much Comfort 10 my
¢ old Age, as to be fenfible of the Deference you
¢« have for me, which makes me defirous of put-

ting
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¢ ting you to anew Trial. Go and travel another
Year, and he that brings me the moft beautiful
Damfel, fhall marry her, and be crowned King;
¢ there being an abfolute Neceflity that my Suc-
ceflor fhould marry : And I fwear and Promife,
I will no longer defer the Reward.’

Our Prince fuffered all this Injuftice: The little
Dog and the Web of Cloth- rather deferved ten
Crowns than one ; but he was of fo fieet a Difpofi-
tion, that he would not thwart his Father’s Will :
So without any delay he got into his Chariot again,
and with his Train returned to his dear White Cat,
who knowing the Day and Moment he would come,
had the Roads ftrewed with Flowers. She was
laid on a Perfian Tapeftry, under a Canopy of
Cloth of Gold, in a Gallery from whence fhe could
fee him return. He was received by the Hands
that always ferved him, and all the Cats climbed
upon the Gutter to congratulate his Return by a
Concert of Mewing. ¢ Well, Prince, (faid fhe
* tohim) 1 fee ycu are come back without your
¢ Crown.” ¢ Madam, (replied he) by your Bounty
* I was in a Condition of gaining 1t ; but 1 am
¢ perfuaded thé King is more loth to part with it,
¢ than 1 am fond of having it.” ¢ No matter for
“ that (faid fhe) you muft neglet nothing to de-
¢ ferve it, I will aflift you on this Occafion; and
¢ fince you muft carry a beautiful Damfel to your
¢ Father’s Couit, 1 will look out for one, who fhall

‘a o

' gain you the Prize: But in-the Interim, let us
be merry, and divert ourfelves. [T have ordered
a Sca-fight between my Cats and the moft ter-
rible Rats of the Country. My Cats perhaps
may be hard fet, for they areafraid of the Water;
However they will have Advantage enough :
We cannot expe&t it in every Thing.” 'The
Prince returned her Thanks, and faid feveral
very handfome Things on her Condu@® and Pru-
dence, Afterwards they went upon a Terrafs
which
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which looked on to the Sea. The Cats Veflels con-

fifted of great Pieces of Cork, on which they floated

- very commodioufly ; and thofe of the Rats of Egg-
“Shells joined together. The Fight was very ob-
ftinate ; the Rats threw themfelves into the W ater,
and fiwam better than the Cats, infomuch that they
as often conquered, as they were conquered; when
Minagrobis, the Admiral of the Cats, reduced the
Rattith Race to the urmoft Defpair, by eating up
the Admiral of their Fleet, who was an old expe-
rienced Rat, that had made three Voyages rou'd
the World in very good Ships, in_which he was
neither Captain nor Sailor, but only a kind . of
Interloper. ~ But the White Cat was fo politick,
that fhe would not abfolutely deftroy thefe. poor
unfortunate Rats, thinking that if there were no
Rats nor Mice, her Subjects would live in an idle-
nefs that might become prejudicial to hef,

‘The Prince pafled this Year, as he had done the
two firft, in Hunting, Fifhing, and fuch Diver-
fions, and often at a Game of Chefs, which the
White Cat played extraordinary well at ; but he
could not forbear often queftioning her, to know
by what Miracle the fpoke. He afked her, if fhe
was 4 Fairy, or if by any Metamorphofis fhe was
turned intp a Cat. Bat as the White Cat was al-
ways capable of faying what fhe hzd a mind to,
fhe returned him an Anfwer o infignificant, that
he perceived fhe was not willing to communicate
this Secret to him. As nothing pafles away fo
quick as' happy Days, if the' White Car had not
been fo careful as to remember the Time the Prince

was to return,’tis certain he would have quite forgot

it. She told him of it the Night before, and withal,

that the Hour of defiroying ‘the fatal Work of the
Fairies was come ; and therefore he n

cut off her Head and Tail, and throw them pre-
fently into_the Fire. = What, (cried he) fhal] L
¢ my lovely White Cat, be {o barbarous as to kill

tG vou.?
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you? You have undoubtedly a Mind to make
Proof of my Heart, but be affured it is incapable
of wanting that Friendfhip and Acknowledg-
ment due to you.” ¢ No, Prince, (continued
fhe) I do not fuf;e you of Ingratitude ; I know
“your Merit ; but neither you nor I can prefcribe
“to Fate : "Do what [ defire you, we fhall thereby
“be happy ; and you fhall knew upon the Word of
“"a Cat of Worth and Honour, that I am really
€ your Friend.” Tears ftarted two or three Times
“in the young Prince’s Eyes, to think he muft cut
“off the Head of bis pretty White Cat, that had
“been fo kind to him; he faid all that he could
think moft tender to engage her to difpenfe with
“him: To which fhe anfwered obftinately, fhe
“would die by his Hand, and that was the only
‘Way to hinder his Brother from having the Crown.
"In fhort, fhe prefled him fo earneftly, that he
_trembling, with an unfteady Hand, cut off her
Head and Tail, and threw them prefently into the
Fire ; and at the fame Time {faw the moft charm-
ing Metamorphofis imaginable. 'The Body of the
White Cat grew prefently large, and changed zll
on a fudden to a fine Lady, fo accomplifhed, as
exceeds Defcription. Her Eyes committed Theft
upon all Hearts, and her Sweetnefs kept them ;
her Shape was majeftic, her Air noble and mo-
deft, her Wit flowing, her Manners engaging ; in
a Word, fthe was beyond every Thing that was
lovely.

The Prince, at the Sight of her, was info agree-
able a Surprize, thathe thought himfelfinchanted.
He could not fpeak nor look at her, and his
Tongue was {o tied, that he could not explain his
Amazement ; which was much greater, when he
faw an extraordinary Number of Gentlemen and
Ladies, holding their Cat-Skins over their Shoul-
ders, come #nd proftrate themfelves at the Queen’s
Feet, to teftify their Joy to fee her again in her
natural
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natural State. She received them with all the
Marks of Bounty, which fufficiently difcovered the
Sweetnefs of her Temper. After having f{pent
fome Time in hearing their Compliments, fhe
ordered them to retire, and leave her alone with
the Prince ; to whom fhe fpoke as follows:

Think not, Sir, thatI have always been a Cat,
and that my Birth is obfcure. My Father was
King of fix Kingdoms, loved my Mother tenderly,
and gave her Liberty to do what fhe pleafed. Her
moft prevailing Inclination was to travel, info-
much that when fhe was with Child of me, fhe
undertook to go to fee a Mountain, of which fhe
had heard a moft furprizing Account. As fhe was
on the Road fhe was told there was nigh the Place
fhe was then at, an antient Caftle of Fairies,
which was the fineft in the World, or at leaft f{aid
to be fo; for as no Perfon was ever admitted into
it, there conld not be any pofitive Judgment paffed
thereon : But for the Gardens, they were known to
contain the beft Fruits that ever were eat. The
Queen my Mother, who longed to tafte them,
went thither. But when fhe came to the Gate of
this ftately Edifice, which fhined again with Blue
enameled with Gold, nebody came, though fhe
knockeda long Time; and her Defire increafing the
more, by reafon of the Dificulty, fhe {ent for Lad-
ders to {cale the Walls : But they growing vifibly
to a.great Height of themfelves, they were forced
to faften the Ladders to another, to lengthen them,
and whenever any ome went up them, they broke
under their Weight; fo that they were citherkilled
or lamed. The Queen was in the utmoft Defpair
to {ee Trees loaded with fuch delicious Fruits, and
not to tafte of them, which fhe was refolved to doj
. ordie: Infomuch that fhe ordered fome rich Tents
to be pitched before the Caftle, and ftayed there
fix Weeks, with all her Court. She neither flept
f5i2 nor
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mnor eat, but fighed continually, and was always
talking of the Fruit. In fhort, fhe fell danger-
oufly iil, and no Remedy could be found out ; for
the inexorable Faries never appeared from the
Time fhe came there. All her Court were very
much grieved ; there was nought to he heard but
Sighs and Lamentations, while the dying Queen
was continually atking thofe that were in waiting
upon her, for Fruit; but would eat of none but
what came out of this Garden.

One Night; after having got a little Sle¢p,
when fhe awakened fhe faw a little ugly decriped
old Woman fit in an Elbow Chair by her Bolfter,
and was furprized that her Woman fhould fuffer a
Stranger {o near her ; when fhe faid to her, ¢« We
¢ think your Majefty very importunate to be fo
ftubborn in your Defires of eating our Fruit; but
fince your Life is in Danger, my Sifters and I
have confented to-give you as much as you can
carry away, and to let you eat of them as long
as you ftay here, provided you will make us one
Prefent,” ¢ Ah! my good Mother, (cried the
Queen, name it, I will give you my Kingdoms,
Heart, and Soul, to have fome of the Fruit: [
¢annot buy it too dear.” ¢ We would have
your Majefty, (faid fhe) give us the Daughter
you now bear in your Womb. As foon as {he is
born, we will come and fetch her ; fhe fhall be
brought up by us, and we will endow her with
all Virtues, Beauties, and Sciences: In fhort,
the fhall be our Child, and we will make her
happy :* but your Majefty muft obferve, that you
myft never fee her any more till the is married.
If you will agree to this Propofition, I will cure
you immediately, and carry youto our Orchard,
where notwithftanding it is Night, you fhall fee
well enough, to chufe what you would have ;
but if wha: I fay difpleafes your Majefty, Good-
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night.” <-Though what you impofe on me,
(replied the Queen) is very hard, yet I accept
it rather than die ; for certainly if I cannot live,
my Child muft be loft ; therefore, fkilful Fairy,
~(continued fhe) cure me, and let me not be a
moment debarred of the Privileges I am intitled
to thereby.’

' ~The Fairy touched her with a little golden Wand,
faying, ¢ Your Majefty is free from all Illnefs,”
And thereupon fhe feemed as if the had thrown off
a heavy Garment that had been very troublefome
and incommodious to her, She ordered all the
Ladies of her Court to be called, and with a gay
Air told them fhe was extxaord'uar,r well, and
would rife, fince that the Gates of the Fairies Pa-
lace, which were, fo firongly barrocaded, were fet
open for lier to eat of the l‘xuxt, and to carry what
fhe pleafed away. The Ladies thought the Queen
delirious, and fhe was then drcaming of the Fruit
the longed fo much for; infomuch, that inflead of
returnmg any Anfwer, they fell a-crying, and
called in the Phyficians ;. .which Delays put the
Quecen into the utmoft Defpair : She afked for her
Ciothes, and they refufing her them, put her into
a violent Paffion, which they Icoked upon as her
Fever. In the Intcrim tlie Phyficians came, who,
after having felt her Pulfe, and made their En-
quiries, could pot deny but that fhe was in perieét
Health, The Ladies f{eeing the Fault they had
committed Lhrough their great Zeal, endeavoured
to repair it by drefling her qaickly.  They every
ene begged her Pardon, which fhe granted, and
haftened 10 follow the old I Fairy, who waited for |
her. She went into the Palace, where nothing
was wanting to make it the fineft in the World ;
which you will the more eafily believe, Sir, (adied
t he new metamorphofed Queen) when I fhall tell
you it was this we are now in, Two other Fairies,
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not quite {o old as fhe that condu&ted my Mother,
received her favourably at the Gate; fhe defired
them to carry her prefently into the Garden, and
to thofe Trees that bore the beft Fruits. They told
her they were all equally good, and that unlefs the
would have the Pleafure of gathering them herfelf,
they would call them to her. < I'beg, (faid the
¢ Queen) that I may have the Satisfaétion of feeing

, “ fo extraordinary an Event.” Whereupon the
Elder of the three put her Fingers in her Mouth,

and blowed three Times, and then cried, Apri-
cots, Peaches, Ne&arines, Plumbs, Cherries,
Pears, Melons, Grapes, Apples, Oranges, Le-.

mons, Goofeberries, Currants, Strawberries, Raf~
berries, come all at my Call. ¢ But, (faid the

¢ Queen) thefe Fruits are not all ripe in the fame

¢ Seafon.” ¢ Oh, (faid they) in our Gardens we
¢ have all Sorts of Fruit always ripe and good, and
¢ they never dimiunifh.’

At the fame Time they came rolling to them
without any Bruifes; and the Queen, who was im-
patent to fatisfy her Longing, fell upon them,
and took the firft that offered, which fhe rather de<
voured than eat. When her Appetite was fome-
what fatisfied, fhe defired the Fairies to let her go
to the T'rees, and have the Pleafure to gather them
herfelf : To which they gave their Confents; but
{a1d to her, at the fame Time, You muit remember
the Promife you have made us ; for you will not
be allowed to runt back fromit. ¢ I am perfuaded,
¢ replied fhe, that it is fo pleafant living with you,
« and this Palace is {o charming, that if I did not
¢« love the King my Hufband dearly, I would offer
« myfelf; therefore youneed not fear my retrating
« from my Word.” The Fairies, who were very
well fatisfied, opened the Doors ot their Gardens,
and all their Inclofures, and the Queen ftayed in
them three Pays and Nights, without ever ftirring

0l
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. ont, {o delicious fhe foind them. She gathered
Fruit for her Provifion, and as they never waited,
loaded four hundred Mules fhe brought along with
her. The Fairies added to their Fruit, Bafkets
of Gold of curious Work, to carry them in, and
many other very valuable Rarities. 'They pro-
mifed to educate and make me a compleat Prin-
cefs, and to chufe me out an Bufband, and toin-
form my Motherof the Wedding.

The King was overjoyed at the Queen’s Return,
and all the Court exprelled their Pleafure to {ee her
again ; there was nothing but Balls, Mafquerades,
and Courfes, where the Fruits the Quzen brought,

{ferved for delicious Regales, The King preferred
them before 21l other Things, but knew not the
Bargain fhe had made with the Fairies ; but often
afked her what Country fhe had been in, to
bring home fuch good Things; to which fhe re-
plied, the found them on a Mountain that was
almoit inacceflible; fometimes that fhe met with
them in a Valley, and fometimes in the Midft of a
Garden or a great Foreft; all which Contradiétions
very much furprized the King. He enquired of
thofe that went with her; but they were all for-
bid to tell any Thing of the Matter. At length
the Queen, when her Time was at Hand, begante
be troubled at what fhe had promifed the Fairies,
and grew very melancholy; the fighed every Minute,
and changed her Countenance. The King was
very much concerned, and prefled the Queen to
declare what was the Caufe ; who with fome Diffi-
culty told him what had pafled between her and the
Fairies, and that fhe had promifed them the
Daughter fhe was then big with. "¢ What ! (cried
¢ the King) we have no Children, and could you,
¢ who knew how much I defired them, for the
¢ eating of two or three Apples, promife your
¢ Daughter ? Certainly you muft have no Regard
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¢ forme.’ And thereupon he loaded her with 2
thoufand Reproaches, which made. my poor Mo-
ther almoft ready to die for Grief: But not content
with this, he put her into a Tower, under a ftrong
‘Guard, where fhe could have no Converfation but
with the Officers that were appointed to attend her,
The ill Correfpondence between the King and
Queen, put the Court into the utmoft Conifterna-
tion : They laid afide their rich Clothes, and put
on fuch as were agrecable to the general Sorrow.
The King appéared for his Part mexorable, and
would not fee the Queen; but as foon as I was born,
made me be brought into his Palace to be nurfed
there, while my Mother at the fame Time re-
mained a Prifoner, and in anill State of Health,
The Fa_iries;avh_o were not ignorant all this while
of what was pafied, and who looked: upon me as
their own Preperty, were fo provoked, that they
refolved o have me ; but before they had Recourfe
totheir Art, they fent Ambafladors to the King,
to defire him to fet the Queen at Liberty, and to
refiore her to his Favour again 5 and likewife to
demand me, that I might be nurfed and brought up
by them. The Ambaffadors were fo little and de-
formed, for they were Dwarfs, that the King, in-
ftead of granting what they afked, refufed them
rudely, and if they had not got away- quickly,
might have ferved them worfe.

Whea the Fairies were informed of my Father’s
Prcceeding, they were {o enraged, that after they
had fent all the Plagues capable of rendering his
Kingdoms defolate, they let loofe a terrible Dragon
that poifoned all the Places wherever he came; de-
voured Men, Women and Children, and killed
all Trees and Plants with the Breath of his Noftrils.
The King finding himfelf reduced to this Extremity,
confulted all the Sages of his Kingdom to knew what
he fhould do to preferve his Subjets againft thefe

AT _ Misfortunes,
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Misfortunes wherewith they were opprefled: They
adviied him to fend for the beft Phyfician; to pre-
{cribe the moft excellent Remedies, asone Vieans ;
and to Pardon all Criminals that were condemned
to die, ifi they would fight with the D ~gon, asthe
other. The King, who was well enyugh pleafed
with this Advice, put itin/Execution, but received
no Benefit by it ; for the Mortality-continued, and
none fought with the Dragon but werc devourqd %
Infomuch, that at laft he had Recour(c to a Fairy
who had proteéted him from his Youth, and who
was fo.old that fhe bardly ever rofe ‘vom off her
Seat, - He went to her, and reproacied her for
permitting his Fate to profecute him in fuch a
Manner . without giving him fome Affifiance.
< What would you have me do, (replied the Fairy)
¢ you have provoked my Sifters who have equal
Power with: me, and we feldom a& one a-
gainit ‘another; therefore think of appeafing
them’; by giving your Daughter, fince they
have .a  Right to: her; f{fet the Queen at
Liberty, who is too gopd and amiable to be ufed
fo ill, and refolve to fulfil what {he has promifed,
and then DI’ll affure you, you fhalls be happy.’
The King my Father loved me dearly ;- but feeing
no other. Way to preferve his Kingdoms, and to
be delivered from the. fatal Dragon, told his
Friend that he would believe her, and would give
the Firies his Daughter, fince fhe had affured him
I fhould be taken Care of, and treated as became
a Princefs of my Birth, and releafe the Queen ;
and withal, defired her to tell him how he might
fend me to the Fairy Caftle. ¢ You muft carry
¢ her, ({aid the Fairy) in a Cradle to the Mountain
¢ of Flowers, and muft ftay thereabouts to fee
¢ what happens.” . The King. told her fhe might
acquaint her Sifters that he and the Queen would
go with me thither in eight Daye Time, and that
they might do with me what they thought proper.

x 5 £AS
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As foon as he came back to the Palace, he fent

‘for the Queen, with as much Love and Tendernefs

as he had made her a Prifoner with Anger and
Paffion ; but fhe was fo fallen away and altered,

that he could hardly know her, if he had not been

very certain fhe was the Perfon he once fo much
doated on. He begged of her, with Tears in his
Eyes, to forget the 1l Treatment fhe had received
from him, which he promifed her fhould be the
laft. She anfwered, that'fhe brought it on herfelf
by her Impradence, in promifing her Child to the
Fairtes 5 and that if any Thing would plead her

‘Excufe, it was the Condition fhe was then in. In

fhort, he declared his Defign to her of putting me
into their Hands; which fhe oppofed; and it
feemed as if it was my Fate to be always the
Canfe of my Father and Mother’s difagreeing :
Butafter fhe had cried and taken-on for fome Time,
without obtaining what fhe defired, (for my Fa-
ther too well forefaw the fatal Confequences, and
his Subjeéts #ill dying as if they had been guilty of
our Faults) fhe confented, and Preparations were
made againft the ‘Ceremony. I was put into a
Cradle of Mother-o’Pearl, adorned as much as
pofiible by Art, with Garlands of Flowers, Feftoons
hung round about it, and the Flowers fo intermixed
with Jewels of feveral Colours, that when the Sun
refleted upon them, they gave fuch a Luftre as
dazzled the Eyes. The Magnificence of my Drefs
exceeded, if that was poflible, my Cradle. Al
the Bands and Rolls of my Swaddling-Clothes were
buckled with large Pearls; four and twenty Prin-
ceffes of the Blood carried me on a Kind of light
Litter, all dreffed in White, to refemble my Inno-
cence, and were followed by the whole Court, ac-
cording to their Ranks. While they were going up
the Mountain, they heard a melodions Symphony ;

and afterwards Faries appeared to the Number of
fix
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fix and thirty, for the three had invited all their
Friends, each in a Shell of Pearl, as large as that
wherein Venus arofe out of the Sea, and drawn by
Sea-Horfes, in as great Pomp as if they had been
.the firft Queens in the World. They were exceed-
ing old and ugly: They carried in their Hands
Olive Branches, to fignify to the King, that by
his Submiffion he had gained their Favour. When
they took me, it was with fach extraordinary Ca-
refles, that it feemed as if they lived only to make
me happy.

The Dragon, which was the Inftrument of their
Revenge againft my Father, followed them bound
in Chams of Diamonds. They took me in their
Arms, eareffed me a thoufand Times, endowed me
with feveral Gifts, and then fell to dancing ; and
it is almoit incredible to believe how thefe old
Women jumped and fkipped. Afterwards the de-
vouring Dragon came forwards, the three Fairies,
to whom my Mother promifed me, placed them-
felves upon him, and fet my Cradle between them ;
then firiking the Dragon with a Wand, he pre-
fently difplayed his large Wings, ‘which were as
thin and fine as Gaufe, and intermixed with va-
rious Colours, and carried them to their Catitle.
My Mother feeing me in the Air upon this furious
“Dragon, couid not forbear thrieking out, while the
King comforted her by the Aflurance his Friend

_had given him, that no 1ll Accident fhould befal
me, and that I fhould have as great Care tiken of
me, as if I was in their own Palace: Which Af-
furance appeafed her, though fhe was very much
grieved to lofe me for {0 long a Time ; efpecially
swhen the refle@ed that fthe herfelf was the Caufe of
it.  You muft know, Prince, (continued fhe) that
my Guardians built 2 Tower on purpofe for me,
wherein there were a thoufand beautiful Apart-
meants for all the -Seafons of the Year, furnifhed
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with magnificent Goods, and agreeable Books 3
but there were no Doors, and no other coming in
but at the Windows, which were prodigious high.
It was furrounded by 'beautiful Gardens full of
Flowers, and embellithed with F ountains and Ar-
bours of Greens, where 1t was cool and pleafant in
the hotteft Seafons. Here the Fairies brought me
up, and took more Care of me than ever they pro-
mifed the Queen to do. My Clothes were fo
fathionable and fine, that if any one had feen me,
they would have thought it had been my Wedding-
Day. They taught me all that was proper for one
of my Age and Birth to learn ; -and they had not
much Trouble with me, for there was. nothing but
what I comprehended with great Fafe. They were
very well pleafed at my ready Difpofition ; and if
Thad neverfeen any bodybefides them, I thould have:
been contented to have lived there all my - Life.
They came very often to fee me, mounted upon the
fame dreadful Dragon I have already fpoke of ;
they never mentioned the King or Queen to me,
but called me their Daughter, and I thought my-
felf really fo. No Creature lived with me in this
Tower, but a Parrot and a little Dog, which were
endowed both with Reafon and Speech, and were
given to divert me.

One Side of the Tower was built upon a hollow
Road; fet full of Elms and-other Trees, which
thaded it fo much, that I never {aw;any one pafs

‘by while I was there; when ‘one Day, as I was at

the Window talking to my Parrot and Dog, 1
heard a Noife, and looking about, perceived a
young Gentleman, who flopped to hear our Con-
verfation, I had never feen-one before but in
Paintings, and. was not forry that- this Accident
had given me. the Opportunity ; infomuch, that
not miftrufting the Danger we run in the Satisfac-
twn we receive by the Sight of fo lovely an Obje,

: I'looked
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I'looked at him again, and the more I looked, the
more pleafed I was. He made mea low Bow,
fixed his Eyes on me, and feemed concerned to
know how to talk to me; for my Windews beinga
great height, he was afraid of being heard, know-
ing that it was a Caftle which belonged to Fairies.
Night came upon. us all on a fudden, or, to {peak
more properly, before we perceived ;. he founded
his. Horn twice or thrice, which he thought to
pleafe me with, and then went. away without my
difcovering which Way he took, it;was fo dark. 1
remained thouglitful ; the Pleafure L'ufed to take
in talking to my Parrot arnd Dog, was no.whys
agreeable. . They faid all the pretty Things that
could be to me, for thefe were very witty : But my
Thoughts were otherwife engaged, and [ had not
Art enough. to diffemble. - My Parrot obferved all
my Aétions ; but made:no mention of what he
thought. The next morning I arofe with the Sun,
and ran to my Window, where I was moft agrecs
ably furprized to fee 'my Spark, who, was drefled
magnificently : in which I flatter’d myfelf I had
fome Share, and was not-miftaken. He {poke to
me through a Speaking Trumpet, told me he had
been till that Inftant infenfible to .all the Beauties
he had beheld ; but found himfelf {o fenfibly touched
with me, that he could notlive without {eeipgs me.
1, was; mightily pleafed with his Compliment, but
vexed that 1. durft ‘nor mzke fome Reply; for I/
muft haye-bawled out with all my Might, and run
the Rifque of being {ooner heard by the : Fairies
than him. I threw him fome Flowers I had in my
Hand, -which-he took for fo fignal a Favour, that
he kiffed them feveral Times, and thanked me.
He afked me afterwards, if I approved of his coming
every day at the fame Hour upder my Window,
and:if I did tothrow fomething ;. whereapon I pre-
fently pulled off a Torquoife Ring, that I had on

4 m
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my Finger, and caft it at him, making a Sign for
for him to be gone prefently, becaufe [ heard the
Fairy Ziolenta coming on the Dragon to bring my
Breakfaft. : | .
‘The firft Words the {poke, when fhe entered my
Chamber, were, * I fmell the Voice of a Man ;
¥ a Search, Dragon,’ Alas!  what a Condition
was fin! I was ready to die with Fear, left he
fhould find out, and follow my Lover. ¢ Indeed,
* {laxd I) my good Mamma, (for the Fairy would
be called fo) you banter, when you fay you
{fmell the Voice of a Man; can any one fmell a
- Voice ? and fthould it be fo, what Wretch could
be {o bold as to venture coming up into this
Tower * ¢« What you fay is very true, Child,
(faid the) I am overjoyed to hear you argue fo
well : I faney itis the hatred I have againft Men,
that makes me think them nigh when they are
not : However, I have brought you your Break-
« faft and a Diftaff; befure fpin; Yeflerday you
* did nothing, and my Sifters are very angry.’
Upon my Word, I was fo taken up with this Stran-
ger, that I was not able to Work.  As foon as her
Back was turned, I threw away my Diftaff, and
went upon the Terrafs, to look as far as my Eye
would carry, in an excellent Spying-Glafs I had ;
by which, after having looked about fome Time, I
difcovered my Lover under a rich Pavillion of
Cloth of Gold on the Top of a high Mountain,
furrounded by a numerous Court, I doubted not
but that he was fome neighbouring King’s Son,
and was afraid, left, when he.came to the Tower
again, he fhould be found out by the terrible
Dragon. I went and fetched my Parrot, and bid
him fly to that Mountain, to defire him, from me,
rot to come again, becaufe I was afraid my Guar-
~aian fhould difcover it, and he fhould come into
Danger. My Parrot -acquitted = himfelf oé his
i om-
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Commiffion, and furprized all the Courtiers, to
fee him come upon full Wing, asd perch upon the
Prince’s Shoulder, and whifper him foftly in the
Ear. The Prince was both overjoyed and troubled
at this Meflage ; my Care flattered his Paflion
but the ‘Dificulty there was in {peaking to me,
zave him as much Chagrin. e atked the Parrot
2 thoufand Queftions, and the Parrot him as many;
tor he was naturally inquifitives The Prince in
Return for my Torquoife, fent me a Ring of ano-
ther, but much finer than mine, cut in the Shape
of a Heart, and fet round with Diamonds ; and
told him (that he might treat him more like an,
Ambaffador) he would prefent him with his Pic-
ture, which he might fhew tohis charming Miftrefs.
The Pitture was tied under his Wings, and the
Ring he brought in his Bill. :

I waited for the Retutn of my green Courier,
with an Impatience unkmown to me till then. He
told me the Perfon Ifent him to wasa great King,
who had received him with all the Joy poflible,
that I might affure myfelf he lived only for me 3
and that tho’ it was very dangerous for ham to come
fo low as my Tower, yet he was refolved to haz=
sard all to fee me. This news had fuch an Effect
upon me, that I fell a-crying. My Parrot and

Dog comforted me the beit they could, for they
loved me tenderly ; and then the Parrot delivered
the Prince’s Ring to me, and fhewed me his Pic-
fure. 1 muft own I was overjoyed that 1 could
view fo nigh a Perfon I had never feen but at a
Diftance. He appeared much more lovely than he
feemed, and the different Thoughts this Sight
infpired me with, for fome were agreeable to me,
and othérs not, made me very unealy, which the
Fairies, when they come to {ee me, difcovered.
They faid -one to another, that I was certainly
troubled at fomething, and that they muft think of

providing
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providing a hufband for me of the Fairy Race,
They named feveral, but at 1agt pitched on the litt]e
King  Migonnes, whofe Kingdom lay about five
hundred Leagues off from their Palace, but that
was of no great Importance. My Parrot heard all
their Difcourfe, and came to give me an Account,
¢ Alas! my dear Miftrefs, (faid ‘my Bird) how
¢ much I pity you, if you fthould be King Migon-
¢ net’s Queen ! He is enough to fright you, which
*Iam forry to tell you ; but one Thing I am fure
¢ of, the King who loves you, {corns to have fuch
¢ a one for his Foot-boy: AndI think, (continued
“ he) if I am not much miftaken, I have perched
* upon the fame Bough with him.’ . How do you
* mean, (replied I, on the fame Bough »* « Why,
¢ (faid he, he has Feet like an Eagle.” I was
very much affifed at this Account, I looked on the
charming PiGure of the young King, and fancied
he only gave it my Parrot, that I might have an
Opportunity of feeing it, but when I compared it
with Migoanet, I loft all Hopes of Life, and re-
folved to die fooner than marry him, I flept-not
all the Night, but talked with my Parrot and Dog,

" and towards. Morning began to clofe my Eyes,

My Dog, who had a good Nofe, {melt the King at
the Foot of the Tower : he awakened the Parrot,
and faid to him, < [’]] engage the King is below.?
To which. the Parrot made Anfwer, <.Hold thy -
Tongue, thou prating Fool ; becaufe thy Eyes
and Ears, are always open. ‘you are vexed that
any body elfe fhould have Reft.” « wel], (fard
the Dog,) I am fure he js.” « And, (replied the
Parrot, I am fure he is nots for [ have from m
Miftrefs, forbid him coming.” < You talk finely
of your forbidding him, (cried the Dog ; a Man
¢ in Love confults nothing but his Paflion.’ There-
upon, pulling the Parrot by the Tail; :he made
fuch a Noife that I awoke, They told me of their
Di(pmc >
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Difpute ; I ran or rather flew to the Window,
whence I faw the King holding out his Arms,
who, by his Trumpet, told me he could not live
without me ; that he poflefled a flourithing King-~
dom, and conjured me to find out fome Way to
efcape from my Tower, or let him come to me ;

calling Heaven and all the Elements to witnefs,

that he would marry me, and make me his Queen.

I bid my Parrot go and tell him, that what he de-

- fired feemed to be almoft impoflible ; that, how-
ever, upon the Word he had given, and Oaths he
had {wore to me, I wouald endeavour to accomplifh
his Defires : But withal, to conjure him not to
come every Day, left he fhould be difcovered,
which might prove fatal tous both. :

He went away, overjoyed with the flattering
Hopes I gave him. I found myfelf in the utmoft
Confufion, when I refleGted on what I had pro-
mifed. I knew not how one fo young, timorous,
and unexperienced, fhould get out of a Tower, to

which there were no Doors, with the Afliftance
only of a Dog and a Parrot, therefore I refolved
not to attempt a Thing in which I could never
fucceed, and fo fent my Pairot to acquaint the
King with it; who was for killing himfelf that
Minute ; but at laft charged the Parrot to perfuade
me to it, and to come and fee him die, or tobring
him fome Comfort. To which my winged Am-
baflador anfwered, that he was very well perfuaded
his Miftrefs only wanted the Power. When he

gave me an Account of what had happened, Iwas.
more grieved than ever. The Fairy Violenta came,

and found my Eyes fwelled and red ; fhe told me
I had been crying, and if I did not tell her the

Reafon, fhe would burn me. [ anfwered trembl-

ing, I was weary with fpinning, and that I hada
great . Defire to make fome Nets to catch fome
‘Birds, that deftroyed the Fruit in the Garden.
FHE : « What

»
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* What you defire, Child, (faid fhe) fhall coft you

* no more Tears 1will bring you Materials enough

* To-night ; but I would rather you thought lefs of.

* working, and more of fetting off your Beauty,
* becaufe King Migonnet will be here in a few
* Days.’ Ifighed at this News, but made no re-
Ply; but as foon as her Back was turned, began
two or three Rows of my Nets, and afterwards
applied myfelf to the making a Ladder of Ropes.
But as the Fuiry had not furnifhed me with as
much as I wanted, which obliged me to afk for

~ more, fhe told me my Work was like Penelope’s

Web, it went not forwards, and yet I teazed her
for more Stuff, ¢« Q good Mamma ! (faid I) you
‘ may fay what you pleafe; but you muft know
¢ that as [ am not very ready at this Work, I burn
* it when it does not pleafe me.” With which
Excufe the feemed fatisfied, and left me.

I fent my Parrot that Night to bid the King
come under my Window, where he {hould find a
Ladder, and to tell him he fhould know more
when he came; in fhort, I had tied it very faft,
and was. determined to efcape with him by this
Means; but he, as foon as he faw it, without

- waiting for my coming down, mounted up in Hafte,

and threw himfelf into my Chzmber, as I was
making every Thing ready for my Flight. I was
fo overjoyed to fee him, that I forgot the Danger
we were in.  Helrenewed all his Qaths, and in.
treated me to defer his Happinefs no longer : we
made my Parrot and Dog the Witneffcs of our
Marriage, which was the moft private in the
World for Perfons of our Rank, and none certainly
were ever better fatisfied.  The King left me be-
fore Day: I told him of the Fairies Defign to
marry me to Migonnet, and gave him a Deferip-
tion of his mean and forry Figure, for which his
Horror was as great as mine, ~As foon as the King

was
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was gone, the Hours feemed like Years; I ran to the
Window, and followed him with my Eyes, not-
withftanding the Darknefs ; but how great was my
Surprize to fee a fiery Chariot dtawn in the Air,
by fix winged Salamanders, who flew fo fwift, that
the Eye was not able to follow them. This Cha-
riot was attended by a great many Guards, all
mounted on Oftriches. I did not give myfelf Time
to think that it was Migonnet that was thus traverf-
ing the Air, but I believed it was a Fairy, or [n-
chanter. Soon after, the Fairy Violenta came intp
my Chamber, and told me fhe brought me good
News, that my Lover would be with me prefently,
and bid me prepare myfelf to receive him ; and
with that gave me fine Cloaths and Jewels. ¢ But
« pray, (faid I) who has informed you that I want
¢ to be married? I am fure it is the fartheft from
my Thoughts; therefore fend King Migonnet
back again ; for I will not put in one pin more,
whether he thinks me handfome or not; I am
not for him.” ¢ Oh! Oh! (faid the Fairy again)
little Rebel, little Empty-Pate, I fhall not mind
your Railery, but I fhall—"° What will you
do? (replied I enraged at the Names fhe had
called me) Can any one be worfe ferved than {
am, to live all my Days immured with a Parrot
and a Dog, and to be vifited conftantly by that

Fairy) is this all we deferve for our Care and
Pains ; I have told my Sifters but too often, we
¢ hould have but forry Recompence.” At that fhe
went away, and told them of our Difference, which
put them into no Jittle Amazement.

My Parrot and Dog remonftrated to me, that it
I thould continue any longer thus fturdy, they for-
Gaw that I thould undergo fome Misfortune.  But I
was fo proud of poflefling the Heart of a King, that
I defpifed both the Fairies, and the Advice of
thole
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frightfal Dragon ¢’ « Ha! Ingrate! (faid the .
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thofe my little Companions. I would not drefs me,
but ftrove all I could to tumble my Head-drefs,
that I might appear lefs agreeable t, Migonnet,
We had an Interview upon the Terrafs, he came
in his Fiery Chariot; but ofall Dwarfs, he was the
leat T ever faw in my Life- His Feet were like
an Eagle’s, and clofe to his Knees, for Legs he
had none. His Royal Garment was not above
halfa Yard long, and trailed one-third Part upon
the Ground. His Head was as big as a Peck, and

lightful Bufh, for his Beard was large enough for
Canary Birds to build their Nefts in: and for his
Ears, they reached a Foot gbove his Head, but
Were a great Part hid by a high. Crown that he
WOre 10 appear more grand. The Flame of his
Chariot coddled the Fruit, withered the Flowers,
and dried up the Fountajns of the Gardens. He
came with open ‘Arms to embrace me, andI ftood
upright, which_ obliged his firft Efquire to hold
Im up.  As foon as he came near tome, | ran to
my Chamber, and faftened my Window: So that

igonnet enraged, was forced to retire to the

Fairies, whe atked a thoufand Pardons for the

Affront ; and to appeafe him becaufe he was power-
ful, they refolved to bring him at Night into my
Chamber, and while I was afleep, to tie my Hands
and Feet, and put me 1ato his Chariot. Things
being thus agreed on, they only chided me for
what I had done, and charged me to think of
making him Amends for the fature. Which Mild.-
nefs of theirs furprized my Parrot and Dog, who
told me their Heayts mifgave them, for they knew
the Fairies to be frange ifl-tempered fort of old
Ladies, and elpecially Violenta, I laughed at
their Fears, and waited with the utmoft Impa-

tience
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tience for my - dear Hufband, whofe Defires to fee
me again were no lefs violent: I threw out the
Ladder of Ropes, refolving to efcape with him, he
came {oftly up 1t, and faid a thoufand Kind
Things, which I dare not recall to my Remem-
brance. :

While we were talking together, with the fame
Tranquillity, .as if he had been in his own Palace,
we faw all on a {fudden the Windows broke open,
and the Fairies enter upon their frightful Dragon,
followed by Migonnet in his tiery Chariot, and all
his Guards on Oftriches. The King, without any
Difmay, clapped his Hand on his Sword, and
thought of fecuring and protecting me ; when thefe
barbarous Creatures fet their Dragon upon him,
which devoured him before my Face. Vexed, and
in Defpair, I threw myfelf into the Mouth of this
dreadful Moniter, that he might {fwallow me as he
had done the Prince, who was dearer to me than all
the World befides.. And I had certainly under-
gone the fame Fate; but the Fairies, who were
more cruel than the Monfter, would not permit it,
bat faid I muft be referved for greater Punith-
ments ; a quick Death was too mild a one for fo
bafe a Creature: Whereupon touching me, I
tound myielf changed into a White Cat. The
conducted me to this ftately Palace, which belonged
to my Farther, .and turned all the Lords and Ladies
into Cats; and for the reft of his Subjeés, left of
them only the Hands, which we fee, and reduced
me to that miferable Condition you found me :
Letting me know at the fame ['ime my Birth, the
Death of my Father and Mother, and that I never
thould be releafed from this Metamorphofis, but
by a Prince that perfectly retembled my Hufband,

whom they deprived me of. ¢ You, Sir, have -

¢ that Refemblance, the fame Features, Air, and
¢ Voice: I was firuck as foon as I faw you, and

¢ was

A O, -
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< was informed of all that fhould happen, and am

-

ftill of all that fhall come to pafs: My Pains will
¢ be at.an End.” ¢ And fhall mine, fair Queen,
(faid the Prince) be of long Duration ¢’ < 1 love
_you, Sir, already more than my Life, (faid the
Queen) we muft go to your Father and know his
Sentiments for me, and whether he will confent
to what you defire.” After this fhe went out,
the Prince handed her into a Chariot, which was
much more magnificent than that he had, and

" then went 1into it himfelf. All the reft of the
‘Equipage anfwered it {o well, that the Buckles of

the Horfes Harnefles were Diamonds and Emeralds.
I fhall fay nothing of their Converfation, which
muft be very polite, fince the was not only a great
Beauty, but alfo a great Wit ; and for the Prince,
he was no Ways inferior to her therein: Sothat all
their Thoughts were bright and lively.

When they came nigh the Caftle where the
Brothers were to meet, the Queén went into a
Cage of Chryftal fet in Gold, which had Curtains
drawn about it, that fhe might not be feen, and
was carried by handfome young men richly clothed.
The Prince ftaid in the Chariot, and faw his
Brothers walking with two Princefles of extraor-
dinary Beauty. As{oon as they knew him, they
came to receive him, and alked him if he had
brought a Miftrefs along with him; to which he
anfwered, That he had been fo unfortunate in all
his Journey, to meet with none, but what were
very ugly ; but that he had brought a pretty White
Cat. < A Cat, (faid they, laughing) what was

¢ you afraid that Mice fhouald devour our Palace ??

The Prince replied, that he was not very wile in
making fuch a Prefent to his Father, but it was
the greateft Rarity he could meet with. After-
wards they all bent their Courfe towardsthe ca-

pital Town. The two elder Princes and the Prin-
ceflcs
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ce({es went ‘in. Calathes of blue emboffed with
Gold, with Plumes of white Feathers upon the
Horfes Heads ; nothing was finer than this Caval-
cade. The younger Prince followed after, and then
the Cage of Chryftal, which every body admired,
The Courtiers crouded to tell the King that the
Princes were arrived, and brought moft beautiful
Ladies along with them ; which News was no
ways pleafing to the King. The two eldeft Princes
were very earneft to fhew him the Beauties they
had brought, whom he recived kindly, but knew
not in whofe Favour to decide ; when looking on
the youngeft, < What, (faid he) are you come b
< yourfelf 2’ ¢ Your Majefty, (replied the Prince)
¢ will find in this Cagé a pretty little Cat, which
¢ mews and plays {o fweetly, that you will be very
¢ well pleafed with her.” Here at the King {miled,
and was going to open the Cage ; but as foon as he
approached towards it, the Queen with a Spring
broke it in Pieces, and appeared like the Sun
when he breaks forth from a Cloud. Her fine
Hair was {pread upon her Shoulders, and laid in
fine large Rings, and her Forehead was adorned
with Flowers. Her Gown was a thin White Gaufe,
lined with a Rofe Coloured Taffety. She made
the King a low Courtefy, who in the Excefs of his
Admiration could not forbear crying out ¢ Thisis
the incomparable Fairy who deferves my Crown.’
Sir, (faid the) I came not to rob you of your
Crown, which you wear {o worthily : I was born
Heirefs to fix Kingdoms, give me Leave to pre-
{fent one of them to you, and one to either of your
Sons, for which I aftk no other Return but your
Friendfhip and this young Prince in Marriage
Three Kingdoms will be enough for us.” The
King and all the Court were not able to exprefs
their Joy and Amazement. The Marriages of

the
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the three Princes and their Princefles were cele-
brated at the fame Time, and the Court fpent
feveral Months in Pleafures and Diverfions ; after
which they all went to their Dominions, and the
White Cat gained as great Honour by her Bounty
and Generofity, as by her rare Merit and Beauty.
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THE

L2OZE T HE
PRINCESS CARPILLONA.

HERE lived fome Ages ago, an old ng,

. who, to make amends for a long Widow-
hood, married a young beautiful Princefs, with
whom he was very much in love. By his firft
- Wife he had one Son, who was both crooked and
{quint-eyed, and who was very much. difpleafed at
his Father’s marrying 2 fecond Time. ¢ My being
* my Father’s only Son, (faid he) makes me both
¢ loved and feared ; but if the young Queen has
£ Children, my Father, who can difpoie of his
¢« Crown as he pleafes, will not confider that I
¢ am his eldeft Son, but will difinherit me for
¢ them.” He was not only ambitious and malicious,
but a great Diffembler ; inlomuch that he fthewed
not the leaft Uneafinefs, but went privately to
confult a Fairy, who pafled then for one of the
moft able, The Fairy told him he come too late,
+ H that
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that the Queen was with Child of a Son, to which
the would do ro harm ; but if he died, or any 1il
Accident befel him, fhe promifed the Queen
fhould have no more: Which comforted the Prince
a little, who, conjuring the Fairy not to forget
him, returned home, refolving with himfelf, to
make away with his little Brother.

At nine Months End, the Queen was delivered
of a lovely Boy, in wham there was fomething
very remarkable, he having an Arrow imprintedon
his Arm. The Queen was fo fond of her Child,
that fhe would nurfe it herfelf, which was no way
pleafing to the craoked Prince, the Mother’s Care
being always beyond any Nurfe’s, and it being
not fo eafy for him to accomplith his Defigns. Ne-
verthelefs, he refolved to make an Attempt. He
fhewed a great Value and Refpet for the Queen,
and a Tendernefs towards the Infant,‘of which
the King was very fond: ¢ I could not have
¢ thought, (faid he) my Son fo good-natured; he
¢ fhall lofe nothing by it: For if he continues to be
¢ fo, I'll leave half my Kingdom to him. Thefe
Promifes were nat enough for the Prince, who was
refolved to have all, or none; and to that End, one
Night prefented fome Comfits made up with Opiusa,
to the Queen, who fopn after fell into a found
Sleep; and then the Prince, who had hid himfelf
behind the Hangings, took the Child away foftly,
and put in its fiead 2 Cat wrapped up in Swaddling
Clothes. The Cat cried, and awakened the Queen;
who being drowfy, and thinking it her little Pop-
pet, gave it her Breaft; which the Cat bit : Where-
upon laoking, and feeing the Cat’s Head, fthe

~ fhrieked ont. " Her Grief was fo lively, that fhe

thought fhe fhould have. died away that Moment.
The noife and Skreamings of the Women alarmed
the whole Court.  The %ing put on his Night-
gown, and ran into her Apartment ; where the firft

' Thang
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Thing he beheld, was the Cat in the Swaddling
Cloaths, thrown on the Ground and’ Mewing.
The King was very much furprized, and afked what
that meant; they told him the young Prince was
not to be found, and that the Queen was hurt.
Thereupon, he went immediately into her Cham-
ber ; where he found her in Afli&tion, not to be
exprefled : The which, that he might not augment
by his own Sorrow, he conftrained himfelf, to com=
fort the poor Princefs.

In the mean Time, the crooked backed Prince
had given his little Brother to one of his Creatures,
bidding him carry him to fome diftant Foreft, and
expofe him naked to the wild Beafts, that he might
be heard no more of, promifing to reward him
well, and then returned to his own Apartment ;
from whence he ran into the Queens, rubbing his
Eyes, as if he was afleep: Where, when he was
informed of what had happened, he ftampt and
roarcd like a mad Man, and, out of his natural
Fiercenefs, twifted the Cat’s Head off : and in this
Manner difguifed the Crime he was fo deeply
guilty of, thedding many Tears. The King and
Qucen, who thought too well 'of him, fent him to
all the Fairies, to learn what was beconie of their
Child; and he, to puta ftop to any further En-
quiries, returned with feveral different and intricate
Anfwers ; which all feemed to uffure them, that
the Child was not dead, but was, for fonte Reafons

not to be known, only taken away for a Time,

and that' all their fearching any more after him,
would be 6 no purpofe. This he thought would
make them eafy,. and indeed it had jts. ffet ;. for
the King and"Queen both fattered themielves with
the” hopes of feeng their Son again. Notwith.

flanding’ the’ Queen’s Breaff gangreened, and [he

died. Upon which the King became fo 2fiiGed:
and forrowful, that ke faw no light for a Twelve.
H
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month, living only in Expeation of hearing foree
News of his loft Child.

The Man whom the Prince delivered him to,
travelled all Night with him, without making the
leaft Halt; and in the Morning, when he opened

-the Bafket, in which he carried him, this pretty
Infant {niiled, as he was ufed to do at his Mo-
ther. <Oh! poor Prince, (faid the Man) how un-
¢ happy is thy Fate, to ferve, alas! for Food to
¢ fome hungry Lion? Why did the Prince, thy
¢ Brother, make Choice of me, to be affiting to
¢ thy Deftruétion 2’ Then he fhut the Baftket a-
gain, that he might not beheld an Obje&t fo wor-
‘thy his Pity ; but upon the Child’s crying, who
had not had the Breaft all Night, to quiet it, he
gathered fome Figs, and put into its Mouth, and
fo carried it all that Day: And the Night following,
arrived at a vaft Foreft, which he would not enter
then, for fear of being devoured himfelf, butftayed
till the Morning ; when advancing in the Foreft,
which was fo large he could fee no End, he per-
ceived a' Place where the Trees ftood very thick,
and 2 Rock in the midft of them, that branched
out in feveral Points. ¢ This Place, (faid he) muft
¢ certainly be a Retreat to the wild Beafts ; here
¢ I muft leave the Child, fince it is not in my
¢ Powertofaveit.” Then approaching towards the
Rock, he faw a large Eagle flying about, as if fhe
had young ones; and looking further, found her
Neftin the Bottom of a Kind of Grotto: Thereupon
undrefling the Child, he laid it in the midft of three
young Eagles in  the Neft, which was well fhel-
tered from the Weather, and difficult and hazar-
dous, to get to, by reafon of the Briars it was fur-
rounded with, and its béing fo nigh a Precipice.
‘Then leaving this young Prince and feeing the
Eagle fly to her Neft, he fighing, faid, ¢ Alas !
¢ poor Infant, thy fate is accomplifhed, thon fen;lef‘:

¢ that
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* that Bird of Prey to feed her Young with.” And

afterwardsweturned to his Mafter and aflured him

his "Brother was no miore.  For which News, the
barbarous Prince embraced his faithful Agent, and
preiented him with a fine Diamond Ring, affuring
him, h= thould be Captain of his Guards, when he
was King,

But to return to the Eagle: When fhe came to
her Neft, fhe was, fomewhat furprized to find this
new Gueft there; however, the exercifed the Rights
of Hofpirality, more than fome People would do :
She put him next her Neftiing, covered him with
he: Wings, took care of him, and whatever en-
gaged hier in his Favour, weat and provided the
moit nourithing Fruit, which fhe fqueezed with her
Bill into his Mouth ; and, in fhort, made him an
excellent Nurfe. When the young Eagles were
fledged, they left their Neft {olely to the Prince,
who neverthelefs was not abandoned by the old one,
which fed him ftill with the choiceft Fruits; and
by fome Fore-fight, fearing, left he getting out,
fhould fall down the Precipice, removed him to
another Place, which was upon an high Rock,
where he was moft fecure. Love, who 1is always
painted moft beautiful, was not more perfeét than
this young Prince ; the Heats of the Sun could not
prejudice his Complexion, which exceeded the
Lilies and Rofes; his Features were more regular
than the beft Painters could imagine ; his Hair
reached down to his Shoulders, his Mien was ma-
jeftic: In fhort, nothing could be more noble.
But the Eagle having Young ones again, the made
fuch Havock among all the neighbouring Flocks,
that the Shepherds, lofing every now and then a
Lamb; refolved to difcover her Neft : And to that
end, agreed to watch her; which they did for
a long Time: When one Day, they obferved, the
lighted upon this Rock, which the moft hardy of

H 3 . them
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them refolved to climb ;- though the Attempt was
very dangerous, yet it anfiered their Expeétation.
They difcovered the Neft, and found in it, two
young Eagles, and this young Prince, who was
about four Years old. Their Amazement at the
Sight of him was inexpreflible ; and they could not
tell what to imagine at fuch an extraordinary
Thing. However, they tore the Neft in Pieces, and
carried away the young Prince, and the two Eagles.
The Eagle hearing their Cries, came farioufly to-
wards them, and had made thefe Ravithers feel
the Effets of her Refentment, had not one of the
- Shepherds killed her with an Arrow he let fly at
her. The young Prince feeing his Nurfe fall, cried
and wept bitterly : And the Shepherds, overjoyed
with what they had done, returned to their Ham-
let, where they were to perform the next Day
a cruel Ceremony: the Caufe of which was as
follows.

This Country had ferved a long Time for a Re-
treat of the Ogri, (who were a larger fort of Men,
and great Eaters of human Flefh) and not liking
fuch dangerous Neighbours, had endeavoured, but
with ill Succefs, to drive them away. The Ogr,
enraged at the Hatred they bore them, redoubled
their Cruelties, and deveured all that came to their
Hands. When one Day, as the Shepherds, were
aflembled together, to deliberate on what they fhould
do, there appeared in the midft of them, a Man of
a prodigious Size, the lower Part of whole Body
was like a2 Goat, covered with a blue Shag: On his
Shoulder he carried a great Club, and on his Lefi-
Arm a Buckler. ¢ Shepherds, (faid he) I am the
¢ blue Centaur; if you will give me every three
¢ Years a Child, I Promife to bring an hundred of
* my Brothers, and drive the Qgri away.” The
Shepherds made fome Difficulty to engage them-
felves in fo cruel an Agreement 5 till the hldc; of

them
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them faid, © What, my Friends, is it not better
+ for us to give one to preferve fo many, iince the
¢ Ogri neither fpa:c Men, Women, nor Chridren;
s therefore let us not refufe the Centaur’s Offer.
They all by this Argument confented, and fwore
the Centaur fhould have a Child every third Year.
After that he went away, and returned as he pro-
mifed, withhis Brothers, who were all as monftrous
as himfelf, The Qgri were no lefs brave than
cruels they foaght feveral battles with great Ob-
flinacy, wherein the Centaurs were always vic-
tortous, and fced them at alt to ly  T'he blue
Centaar demanded his Recompence, which every
one allowed to be jults but when they come té de-
Yiver up tae promited dafant, there was no Family
conld think 0‘f§art‘i‘ng with one of theirs, and the
Mothers hid all their Children. The Centaur,
who could not bear to be jefted with, after having
waited twice four and twenty Hours, told the
Shepherds, that he expeéied as many Children as
they made him wait Days ; infomuch, that their
Delays ceft them fix Boys and as many Girls; but
fince that Time they have regulated this Affair,
and every third Year make a folemn Fedtival, to
deliver their promifed Infant to the Centaur,

Ithappened that the Day wheieon the Prince was
found, was the Day before this i ribute was to be
paid ; and though there was a Chuld provided, it
muft eafily be thought that the Shepherds would
deliver this Prince in its ftead. T'ne Mother of
the other, freed by this Means from all tae Horrors
fhe muft neceflurily lie uader in Apprehenfions of
the Death of her Child, was tranfported with Joy.
And as fhe was obliged to drefs him, fhe combed
his fine Locks, put him on a Garland of whi € and
red Rofes, wrapped him up in a fine waite Cloth,
which fhe girt about him with Flowers. 'Thusad-
jufted, he walked at the Head of a great many

= B Children
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Children that were to attend him ; but I may fay,
it was with an Air of fo much Grandeur, and State,
as feemed as if all the Shepherds made this Procef-
fien only to ‘divert him, fo little was his Dread
which drew Tears from many, who faid, it was
pity that beautiful Child fhould go to be devoured,
and withed it was in their Power to {ave him; but
that was impoflible. The Centaur was ufed to ap-
pear on the Top of a Rock, with-his Club in one
Hand, and his Buckler in the other, and with a
terrible Voice to cry out to the Shepherds, ¢ Leave
“ me my Prey, and retire.” This Time, as foon
as he perceived the Child, he roared out in a dread-
ful Voice, ¢ This will be the beft Meal I have ever
* made in my Life; this Boy will be a delicious
Morfel.”. Which made the Shepherds and Shep-
herdefles weep, and fay, < How unhappy is this
¢ Child to have afcaped (which was a Prodigy) the
¢« Eagles’s Talon’s, to be Food for this cruel Mon-
fler!” And among the reft an old Shepherd,
taking him in his Arms, kifled him often and faid,
« Though I know thee not, dear Babe, I am fen-
« fible I have {een too much of thee fer my Repofe.
« Why muft I be affifting at thy Funeral ? And
¢« why was Fortune fo cruel to preferve thee for
¢ this horrible End  While he was moiftening

the Prince’s rofy Cheeks with his Tears, this in-

nocent Babe put his Hands into his grey Hairs,
and {fmiling upon him, infpired him with more
Pity, that he feemed loth to advance. Where-
upon_ the hungry Giant cried out, < Make hafte ;
« if ycu make me come down I fhall devour an
¢ hundred of you. And indeed was fo impatient,
that he rofe up, and made a flourifh with his
Club ; when, all ona fudden, there appeared in
the Air a great Globe of Fire, incircled witha blue
Cloud. Every body was attentive to fuch an ex-
tracrdinary Sight; the Globe and Clend approaghed

A them
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them by Degrees ; and when nigh the Earth, opened
and there came out a Chariot of Diamonds, drawn
by fix Swans, in which fat a beautiful Lady dreffed
like an A4mazon, with an Helmet on her Head of
pure Gold, on which was a Plume of white Fea-
thers; and her Vifor, which was raifed up, difco-
vered Eyes as bright as the Sun: Her Body was
armed with a rich Cuirafs, and in her Hand fhe
held a Spear of Fire. < What, Shepherds (faid fhe)
¢ are you fo inhuman, to give this lovely Babe to that
cruel Centaur ? It is now Time to free you from
your Promife; Juftice and Reafon bothoppofe fuch
barbarous Cultoms : Fear not the Return of the
Ogri; 1will fecareyou; I am the Fairy 4mazona,
and from this Moment will take you under my Pro-
te¢tion.” ¢ Ah! Madam, (cried the Shepherds
and Shepherdefles, holding up their Hands) this is
¢ the greateft Happinefs that can befal us.” And
were faying a great deal more, when the furious
Centaur defied her to the Combat ; in which he
was burnt to Death by the Fire of her Spear, and
fell with as much Noife as if a Morntain had been
overturned ; that the Shephards frightened #heree
with, hid themfelves in Caves that were under the
Rocks, from whence they could fee all that paft,

It was thither the wife Shepherd fled with the
fittle Prince in his Arms, as much concerned for
the Child, as himfelf and Family. After the Death
of the Centavr, the Fairy #mazonatook a Trumpet,
and founded fo melodioufly with it, that the fick
Perfons who heard it, recovered their former Health,
and thofe who were well, conceived a fecret Jo
which they could not exprefs. At laft, when ail
the Shepherds and Shepherdefles were affembled
together at the Sound ot the harmonious Trumpet,
the Fairy dmazona advanced towards them in hep
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Diamond Chariot, rolling within three Yards of the:

Ground, on a Cloud as clear as Chriftal, The old
H s ~ Shepherd
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Shepherd, whofe Name was Sublimus, appeared with
the little Prince clinging about his Neck: ¢ Come
¢ forwards, 8ublimus (faid the Fairy) fear nothing,
* Peace fhall reign here for the future, and-yauw
* fhall enjoy the Repofe you have fought fo much
* after ; but give me that Child whofe Adventures
* are fo extraordinary.” The old Man, after making
a low Bow, held out his Arms, and put the Prince
i hers, who, when fhe had him, careffed and em-
braced hiny a thoufand Times, fetting him on her
¥nees, and talking to him ; who, though he under-
food no Language, yet by Accents and Signs he
could exprefs Joy and Grief; for he had never
heard any Perfon{peak before. He was fo dazzled
with the Fairy’s bright Arms, that getting upon his
Knees to examine it from the Head-piece downe
wards, and to touch #t; the F airy fmiled and faid,
thoughhe eould not underftand her, « When my Boy,,
‘ you are fit to wear fuch. Armour, yow fhall not
* want,” And then returning him back to the
Shepherd, after having kiffed him tenderly, ¢« Wife

vouchfzfe to take care of this Child; learn. him
t5" defpife the Grandeur of the World, and be
- above the Strokes of adverfe Fortune, thaugh he
may be born to a fplendid one: ButI hold it bet—

Men ought not te confift inv outward Greatnefs,
but in Wifdom ; and the greateft is to-know our~
felves, to limit our Defires, to be as well conten~
ted with a moderate Competency, as with. the
greateft Riches; to fegrch. after the Efteem. of
People of Merit, te defpife none, and be always
ready to quit this miferable Life without Regret.
But what am I thinking of, venerable Shepherd !
Tam telling you Things which you know as well
as myfelf; but then I mention them not fo much
for yourfelf, as for the other Shepherds. Farle;-

“ well,
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old Man (fiid fhe) you are na Strangerto me;, .

to be wife than powerful. The Happinefs of
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well, Shepherds, call me when you want me ;
this fame Spear, and this fame Hand, which put
an end to the Life of the blue Centaur, fhall ai-
ways be ready to protelt you.’
Sublimus, and thofe who were with him, wer¢ {o
confounded, and at the fame Frme overjoyed, that
they could return no Anfwer to the obliging Words
of the Fairy ; but proftrated themfelves before her,
while the Globe of Fire, rifing by Degrees, afcend«
“ed to the middle Region of the Air, and was feen
no more. 'The fearful Shepherds at firft durft not
approach the Centaur, thoughdead; tillrefle@ting
better on it, they at length refolved to raife a fu-
neral Pile to reduce him to athes; léft his Brothers
might be informed of what had happened, and
{hould come to revenge his Death.
Sublimns carried the little Prince to his Huat ; his
Wife being fick, his two Daughters had not been
able to leave her to attend the Ceremony. ¢ Here
< Shepherdefs, (fays he) here’s a Child beloved by
« the Gods, and proteéted by the Fairy dmazona ;
< we muft leok upon him, for the Time to come, as
¢ our own, and give himy awv Education that may
‘ make him happy.” The Wife was pleafed with
the Préfent ; and taking the Prince upon the Bed,
faidy < Fwilk bring Kimup, and cherifh him in hi$
¢ Infancy, but muft leave the Part of his Education
¢ toyourfelf.” 'The Shepherd told her that was al}
he defired, and fo left him withy hér. The two
Daughters ran prefently to fee their new Brother,
were charmed: with his incomparable Beauty, and
the Graces that adorned his little Body 5 and from
that Moment began to leara him'to talk. Never
was Wit mote extenfive and lively ; he comprehens
ded every Thing with-an Eafe that amazed all the
Shepherds ; and iva fhort Time was fit to take
Leflons of the old Shepherd himfelf, who was ca-
pable of giving himwl}ixatcver way excellent. He

4 had
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had been King of a flourihing Nation, but by the
Intrigues of his Minifters with an Ufurper, his
Neighbour and Enemy, had been furprized with
all his Family, and made a Prifoner in a ftrong
Forirefs, there to end his Days in Mifery.

So fudden and unexpected a Change was not able
to thock the Virtue of the King and Queen 1in the
leaft; they bore all the Outrages of the Tyrant
with an unparalleled Conftancy and Firmnefs of
Mind. The Queen who was big with Child when
thefe Misfortunes came upon them, was brought to
bed of 2 Daughter, which the was obliged to nurfe
herfelf, as well as to take care of her two others,
who partook as much of their Troubles as their
Age would admit.  The King after three Years
Confinement, gained one of his Guards, who pro-
snifed to bring him a Boat under the Window of
the Room he was imprifoned in, to crofs the Lake,
which this Fortrefs ftood in the midtt of ; and pro-
vided him Files to cut the Iron-Bars with, and
Cords to let themfelves down by. They made
choice of a dark Night, and did all without any
Noife ; and by the Afliftance of this Soldier, flid
down by the Rope. : The King went firft, then the
two Children, after them the Queen, and after her
the little Babe in a Bafket: But, alas! the Knot
whereby it was faftened flipping, they heard her fall
in the Lake: The Queen had fhe ‘not fwooned,
would certainly have alarmed the Garrifon with her
Cries and Complaints. - The King grieved at this
Accident, and fought for her as much as the Dark-,
neis of the Night would let him, and found the
Bafket, but none of the Princefs; fo that giving
Ler up for loft, he rowed away as faft as he was
able, with the reft of his Family ; and when they
came to the other Side found Horfes, which were
provided by the' fame Soldier, and laid ready for
them to gowhere they pleated,
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.. During their Confinement, the King and Queen
had Time to moralize and reflet, that the greateit
Beﬁings this Life affords were but fmall, when
Juftly weighed 5 which, together with the new Mis-
fortune of ]oﬁng their little Daughter, made them
refolve not to retire to any neighbouring Prince or
Ally, to whom they might be chargeable, but to fettle
in fome fertile and pleafant Plain ; there to change
the Sceptre for a Shepherds Crook, and buy =
Flock of Sheep. And having pitched on this Coun-
try, they built a pretty Cottage, which was fhel-
tered from the Weather by the Mountains that
were behind it, and rendered pleafant by a pretty
Brook that ran before it. Here they enjoyed more
"Tranquillity than wpon their Throne. 'There were
none that envyed their Poverty ; they feared no
"Traitors nor Flatterers, ‘and paffed their Days. free
from Trouble. The King would often fay, ¢ Ah!
« how happy might Men be, could they cure them-
¢ felves of Ambition! I have been a King, but
« now prefer my Cottage before the Palace, wherein
* Ionce reigned.” Under this great Philo(opher
this young Prince, ignorant of his Mafter’s Rank,
received his Education, while the Mafter was no
better informed of his Pupil’s; but his Difpofitions
were fo noble, that he could not believe him of
mean Birth. He obferved with Pleafure, that he
always put himfelf at the Head of his Companions,
and with an Air of Superiority, drew Refpect from
them ; he was continually forming Armies, building
FOl‘to, and attacking them, and  whenever his
Father (as we muft call him) took him along with
him a Hunting, would face the greateft Dangers.
All thefe Things perfuaded him, that he was born
to command : But till he arrives at fiftcen Years of
Age, let us leave him to his Studles, and return
to his Father’s Court,

| The
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"The ¢rook-backed Prince, {ecing that his Father
grew very old, thewed little Regard to him, and
grew fo impatient to wear his Crown, that to di-
vert himfelt, and not to lie idle, he aked the King
for an Army, to go and conquer a neighbouring
Kingdom, whofe Faétions invited him. The King
confented, on Condition that he would fign an In-
ftrument to all the Lords of the Kingdom, fignify-
wg, that if ever the young Prince returned, and
that tncy were well affared it was him, by the
Arrow on his Arm, to refign the Crown to him.
The Prince feemed very ready, being affured of
his Brother’s Death, and thinking he hazarded no-
thing, but at the fame Time valued himfelf very
much upon this Pieee of Compliance. When: this
was done, and regifiered ia the proper Courts, and:
the Inftrument itfelf laid up in the Treafury, the
King raifed a gallant Army, which the Prince after
taking his Leave of himy put himfelf at the Head
of ; and, after feveral Battles, killed the King his
Enemy, with-his own Hand, teck the Capital Ci~
ty, and having left a Garrifon and Governor in it;
returned home to his Father, to whom he prefented
a young Princels, called Carpilloma, whem he had
talken Captive. She was as beautiful as Nature could
form, or Imagination reprefent. The King, at the
firft Sight of her, was charmed, and the crooked
Prince whe had: beheld her often, was fo- much in
Love with ber, that he could not reft: She hated Kimy
as much-as he loved her ; for as he always ufed her
as his Slave, her Heart was fo fet againft him; and
his. Manner of Addrefs, that the did-what fthe pof-
fibly. could to avoid him.

"The King appointed her an  Apartment in the
Palace, and Women-to wait on her, and was very
fenfible of the Maisfortunes of fo young and beau-
tiful a Princefs. And when the croeked Prince
alked his Confent to marry her, he replied, he con
; fented,
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fented, provided the had no Relu@ancy ; but that
he thoaght,  when he was nigh her, the feemed
melancholy ¢ ¢ *T'is becaufe the loves me, {anfwered
¢ the Prince) and dares not dilcover it, and the
Conftraint fhe puts wpon herfelf occafions it ; bue
as foon as fhie fhall be my Wife, you thall fee the
will be pleafed.” < I would believe fo, ({aid the
King) but don’t you flatter yourfelf a little too
¢ much?’ The Prince,angry at thefe his Father’s
Poubts, went and told the Princefs, that the was
the Caufe that the King fhewed a more than ufual
Severity in his Behaviour towards him. Upon
which he {ufpected he mmght love her, and there-
fore defired her to tell him fincerely, which of
them fhe approved beft of, affuring her, that pro-
vided fhe reigned, he fhould be content. - Thuis he

faid only to know her Sentiments, and not with

any Intent of changing his. The young Carpillona,
who was not {fo experienced, as to know that mott .
Lovers are Diffemblers, gave into the Degeit, and
faid ; ¢ I muoft-own, Sir, that was [ my own Mif-
¢ trefs, I would. neither make Choice of the King
¢ nor yourfelf ; but fince nvy.bad Fortune impofes.
this hard Neceflity upon me, I mul tell you, the
King.” ¢ And why ? (anfwered he with fome Vio-
lenice) becaufe (added fhieyheis more mild than you,.
reigns- at this Fime, and will not live fo long.,
Ha, ha! (criedhe) youwould be left Queen-Dowa.-
ger.imra.fhort Time: but fatisfy yowrfelf you.thal¥
not : The King has no Thoughts of you, ’tisonly
I that do you that Honour, which is much more
than- you - deferve, for. your Ingratitude is im-
menfe ; but were it’ a thoufand times more than
¢ itis, you fhould be my Wife.”' The Princefs Car-
pillona. conceived, but. fomewhat too late, that it
was dangerous: to- fpeak. ene’s Thoughts; and to
make amends. for- what' the had fo wnwarily faid,
replied.agains 71 only. uled thiy Stratagem. to-dry
¢ your
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¢ your Sentiments; and I am very glad that yon
¢ love me fo well, to withftand my atfected Seve-
¢ rities. I efteem youalready ; endeavour, Sir, to
* make me love you.” The Prince bowed, and be-
lieved what fhe faid to be Truth; Men being
generally great Fools when in Love, and too apt to
flatter themielves. Carpillona by this Mieans, made
him as mild as 2 Lamb ; and he went away fmil-
¢ ing, and fqueezed her Hand fo hard, fhe thought
he had broke it. ‘ ‘

As foon as he was gone, the ran into the King’s
Apartment, and cafting herfelf at his Feet, faid,
« Secur: me, Sir, from the greateft of all.Misfor-
twrest The Prince would marry me, and I muft
confefs he is cdious to me; be not {o unjuft as
heis. MyRank, my Youth, and the Misfortunes
of my - Family, deferve the Pity of fo great a
King.” ¢ Fair Princefs (faid the King) I am not
furprized, that my Son loves you, none that be-
hold you can avoid it; but I fhall not forgive
him the Want of Refpeft he owes you.” < Ah!
Sir (replied fhe) he looks upon me as his Prifoner,
and treats me like a Slave.” < It was with my Ar-
my (an{wered the King) that he vanquifhed th=
- King your Father, and if you are a Captive, you
are mine, and I give you your Liberty ; and am
happy, that my advanced Age, and grey Hairs
fecure me from being your Slave.” The grate-
ful Princefs returned the King a thoufand Thanks,
and retired with her Women.

In the mean Time the Prince, having been in-
formed of what paffed, refented it very much; but
his Rage was worked up to the higheft Pitch, when
the King forbid  him to think any more ‘of the
Princefs : Telling him that after all the Services
he had offered her, fthe could not love him. < What
« (anfwered he) fhall 1 labour all my Days tono
« Purpofe ? I love not t0 Jofe my Time after fuch a

Manxer,’
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s Manner.” ¢ 1 am forry you fhould, (faid the
¢« King, but it muft not be.” ¢« We fhall fee that,
(faid the Prince, in an infolent Manner, and
¢ going out of the Room) do you think to také my
Prifoner from me? I'll lofe my Life firft.” ¢ She
you call your Prifoner (faid the enraged King)
was mine, and now is free ; 1 have made her
Miftrefs of herfelf, and not to depend on your
Caprice.” So f{mart a Converfation had gone
further, had not the Prince retired, who from that
Moment conceived a Defire of taking Pofleflion of
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~ the Crown and Princefs. Hehad gained the tearts

of theSoldiers, and ill defigning People were aflift-
ing to his Ambition, that the King at laft.was in-
formed of his Intentions of dethroning him ; and
knowing him to have the Army on his Side, was
forced to take the mildeft Meafures. He fent for
the Prince, and faid to him, ¢ Is it poflible that
you fheuld be fo ungrateful, as to take from me
my Crown, and {et it upon your own Head,
¢ fince you fee I am fo nigh my End? Have I not
¢ had Misfortunes enough alrcady, by lofing a
¢ Wife and Son'? Indeed 1 have oppofed your De-
¢ figns upon the Prince(s Carpillona, but as much
¢ for your fake as hers: for how can you be happy
L4
s
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with a Perfon that does not love you? but fince

you will run the rifque of it, I confent you fhall

marry her; but let me have fome Time to talk
to her to prepare her for it.’

The Prince, who wifhed more for the Princefls
than the Kingdom, (for he had that which he lately
conquered) told the King, That he was not fo de-
firous of reigning as he believed, fince he ‘had
figned an A&, whereby he difinherited himfelf, in
cafe his Brother returned, and {o thould reft {atisfied,
provided he might marry Carpillona. The King em-
braced him, and went to the Princefls, who was
always with her Governefs in cruel Alarms, whom

fhe
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fhe had then carried into her Clofer, and erying
bitterly, faid, * Should it be pofiible, that after all
* the Promifes the King has made ine, he ihould
be fo cruel as to {acrifice me to his Crook-backed
Son, the Day of my Nuptizls wonld be the laft
-1 fhall breathe ; fince I am more difpleafed with
the ill Qualities of his Heart, than the Deformity
of his Bouy.” * < Alas ! my dear Prineefs, (replicd
the Governefs) yon know undoubredly, that the
Daughters of the greateft Kings are always made
Vi&ims to the State; they mever confult their
Inclination, nor whether ‘the Prince that is to
efpoufe them be handfome or deformed. And jaft
as Carpillona was about 1o reply, fse was told that
¢ the King waited for her in her Chamber. Asfcon
as fhe fet "her Eyes on him, fhe knew what he
came aboui, having a great Penetration 5 and eried
out, < Alas| what have you 1q rell me?’ ¢ Fair
¢ Princefs (faid he) look not on your Marriage with
¢ my Son as a Misfortune, but confent willingly ;
¢ the Violence that he commits, in regard to your
Sentiments for him, fhews but the Ardowr of his
own: And if he joved you not, he might find more
Princefles, who would be glad to partake with
him a Crown, which he is already in Poffeffion
of, befides that which he will have afier my
Death. - Your Difdain and Coatempt have not
beea able to difmay him, and you ought to be-
lieve that he will forget nothing to pleafe you.’
Iflattered myfelf (replied the) to have found a Pro-
te€tor in you, but my Hopes are deceived : You
“~abandon me, but the jult Gods will not.” < If you
¢ knew butall I have done (replied he) to prevent
¢ this Marriage, you would be convinced of my
¢ Friendfhip. Alas! Heaven blefled me with a
¢ .Son who.was nurfed by his own Mother ; but he
¢ was flole away one Night, and 2 Cat put in his
¢ Place, which bit the Queen fo cruelly, thatifhi
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* died of it. Ifthat lovely Child had not been ta-
¢ ken from me, he would have been now a Com-
* fort for me in my old Age; my Subje&s would
have feared him, and I might have offered you my
Crown with him. 'This Son would not then have
carried Things fo high as now, but would have
thought himfelf happy tolive at Court.” < I am
then the Caufe of what has befallen you, (anfwered
fhe) fince he would have been f{o fervicezble to
me, look upon me as the guilty Wretch, and
think of punifhing me, rather than marrying me.’
You was not then capable, fair Princels (faid he)
of doing Good or Harm : I accufe yon not of my
Mi:fortunes; but if you would not augment them,
prepare yourfeif to receive my Son: For he is teo
¢ powerful here, and may aét fome tragic Scene.’
The King feeing fhe returned no other Anfwer,
but was all in Tears, left her; and knowing the
Prince would be impatient, went and told him
that the Princefs had given her Confent, and bid
him make every Thing ready againft the Solemni-
zation of the Marriage. The Prince, tranfported
with Joy, thanked the King, and imediately fent
for Jewellers, and all Sorts of Tradefmen, and be-
fpoke all the fineft Things immaginable ; and then
fent {everal rich Prefents of Jewels, &c, which
fhe received with all Appearance of Joy, After-
wards he paid her a Vifit himfelf, and among other
Things faid, ¢ Was you not very much in the
Wrong, Maiam, to refufe the Honour I would
do you, fince I am not difagreeable in my Per-
fon, and the World fays I have Wit; befides, you
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richeft Clothes of any Queenin the World.” The
Princefs anfwered coldly, Fhat the Misfortunes of
her Family would not permit her to drefs like pther
Princefles, and defired him not to tmakelo great
Prefents. ¢ You are in the right, (faid he) nog

st

fhall have the finet Diamonds, and wear the.
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! to drefs youfelf, if I do not give you leave; but
you mult think of Pleafing me : Every Thing wiil
be ready for our Marriage within four Days ; di~
vert-yourfelf till then, and command here fince
‘ you are abtolute Miftrefs.” And after that left
helo :

No fooner was he gone, but the fhut herfelf up
‘w.th her governefs, and told her fhe might chufe
whesher the would find her the Means of efcaping,
or hole of killing herfelf on the Wedding Day,.
After the Governefs had reprefented to her the
Impoflibility of getring away, and the Weaknefs
fhe fhewed, by killing hetfelf, to avoid the Mis-
fortunes of this Life; the endeavourei to per-
fuade her, that Virtae might contribute to her
Tranquiility, and that without having an entire
Love for the Prince, fhe might efteem him encugh
to live happy with him. Carpillina could not yield
to any of thefe Remonftrances ; but told her, that .
till then the made account fhe had fome Value for .
her, but that now fhe was fenfible how much it
was ; and that if all the World thould fail her, fhe
would not be failing to herfelf; andthat dangerous
Difeales muft have dangerous Remedies. After this
fhe opened the Window, and looking fome Time
out of it, her Governe(s, who feared fhe defigned
to throw herfelf out, tell on her Kaees, and look-
ing tenderly at her, faid, < Alas? Madam, what
¢ would you have me do? I will obey vou, though
¢ it fhould coft me my Life.” The Princels em-
braced her, and defired her to buy her a Shep-
berdefs’s Drefs, and a Cow, and not amufe herfelf
with perfuading her from her Defign, fince it would
be to no Purpofe, and only lofing Time; and not
only that, but to drefs up a Figure, and lay it in
her Bed, and fay thewas ill. ¢ You know, Madam,
¢ (faid tne poor Governefs) the Danger to which I
¢ expofe myfelf; the Prince, without doubt will
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¢ know that I aflifted you, he will make ufe of 2
¢ thoufand Torments to make me confefs: And then
¢ Judge if my Love is not great.” The Princefs,
very much confounded, made anfwer, That fhe
fhould go away herfelf two Days after, and that it
would be eafy to impofe upon the World for that
fhort Time. In fhort, they contrived it fo well, that
Carpillona had that Night both a Shepherdefs’s
Habit and a Cow, and appeared as beautiful as the
Queen of Love, when fhe appeared with Funo and
Pallas in that Habit to Paris on Mount /da. She
fet out by Moon-light, fometimes Jeading her Cow,
and fometimes getting on her Back ; and if the

leaft Breath of Air but gently agitated the Leaves

of the Trees, a Bird flew off her Neft, or any
Thing ftirred, fhe feared it might be Wolves or
Thieves.

Thus fhe travelled all the Night, and would have
done the next Day, but that her Cow ftopped to
graze in a pleafant Mead ; where the Princefs, fa-
tigued with the Weight of her Clothes and Shozs,
fat herfelf down on the Grafs by a purling Stream,
and tied up her Hair, which had got out from un-
der her Cap, and fell in flowing Rings on her
Shoulders. She looked about, to fee if the might
not be obferved ; but for all her Precaution, fhe
was furprized by a Lady all in Armour, who, ta-
king off her Head-piece, which was Gold, adorned

_ with Diamonds, faid, ¢ Shepherdefs, I am very dry

¢ and weary, will you give me fome Milk to quench
¢ my Thirft?’ < With all my Heart, Madam, (faid
* Carpillona, if | had any Thing to put it in.” ¢ [
¢ have here a China Dith ; (faid the armed Lady)
take that.” But the poor Princefs notknowing how
to ftroke the Teat; ¢« What, (faid the Lady) is your
¢« Cow dry, or do you not know how to milk her {’
Hereupon the Princefs, athamed to appear fo auk-
ward before fuch an extraordinary Perfon, fell a
crying,

N
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ying, and replied; ¢ I muft own, Madam, for
the fmall Time I have been a Shepherdefs it has

- been my Bufinefs to feed my Cow ; my Mother
 does all the ret.” ¢ Then you have a Mother,

(continued the Lady) and pray what does fhe do ?*
She is a Farmer,’ (faid Carpillona) < What, hard
by ?’ (faid the Lady again.) < Yes,” (replied the
Princefs) Really {faid fhe) I have a great Affec-
tion for her upon your Account and will go to
fee her ; lead me to her.” Carpillona was at a

ftand what Anfwer to make, fhe was unufed to lye,
and knew not that fhe talked toa Fairy: She looked
down, her Colour come into her Face, and at laft

th
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e faid, < When once I come abroad, I never re-
turn till Night; therefore I defire you, Madam,
not to make my Mother angrywith me.” < Ah!
Princefs, Princefs (faid the Fairy) you cannot
{fupport a Lye, nor att the Perfon you pretend to
be, without my Afliftance, Here take this Nofe-

- gay of Gilliflowers, and be affured that while

you have itthe Crook-backed Prince, from whom
you fly, wilinever knowyou; and remember, when
you come to the great Foreft, to inform yourfclf
of them whereabout the Shepherd Sullimus has
his Abode. Tell himn that you come from the

< Fairy Amazona, who defires him to receive you

as his Daughter. Farewel, Carpillona, I have
been your Friend 4 long Time.” ¢ Alast Ma-
dam, cried the Princefs, doyou love me, and

' can youa abandor me, when I ftand fo much in

need of your Affiftance? ¢ The Nofegay will
not fail you, (replied fie;) my Time is preci-

‘ous, and I muft leave you to compleat your Def-
‘tiny,” And as fhe uttered thefe Words, dif-

appeared.

Carpillona was ready to die with Fear; but reco-

vering herfelf, continued on her Way, thoughigno-

ra

at of the Road that led-to the- great Foreft;
thinking
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thinking to herfelf, that thisable Fairy would con-
du& her thither, and always kept the Nofegay
in her Hand, whether fhe ftood Igill or walked :
But at laft, her Feet were {o chafed and fore, that
fhe was forced to lie down under the Shade of
fome Trees; where fhe reflefted often, and with
no {mall Uneafmefs, on her poor Governefs, of
whofe Zeal and Fidelity there are but few Exam-
ples. She dreffed up a Figure, as the Princefs,
had ordered her, went always very foftly into her
Room, as fhe faid, for fear of difturbing her, and
fcolded at the leaft Noife that ever was made, The
King, when he was told of the Princefs’s being
fick, was not at all furprized, attributing it to her
Grief, and the Violence offered : But as foon as
the Prince was informed of this ill News, his Cha-
grin wasinconceiveable ; he would fee her, but the
Governefs,” with much ado prevented him. Then
he afked that his Phyfician might ; but fhe told
him, it would be the Means to kill her, for fhe
hated all Phyficians and their Remedies; but withal,
bid him not be frightened, telling him, it was
only a Dizzinefs of her Head, and that the would
be well, after three or four Days Reft: By which
Means fhe put a Stcp to any further Importunities.
When one Night, when fhe was preparing for her
Flight, fhe heard him knock at the Door, as if he
would break it down ; and what induced him to
this Violence, was an Information he had had of
the Matter from the other Women; who per-
ceiving the Deceit, and fearing fome Punifhment
might fall to their Share, went and told him pre-
{ently. The Excefs of his Rage cannot be ex-
preffed : Hg ran to the King, thinking he was not
ignorant.of it, but found by the Surprize he read
in his Face himfelf to be'miftaken. "Asfoon as he
faw the poor Governefs, he faid to her, catchin
hoid of her Harr 5 ¢« Give me'my Cargillona, or I'il

‘ ’ ¢ tear
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< tear out thy Heart.' She made no Reply, but
with Tears ; and proftrating herfelf at his Knees,
conjured him, but all in vain, to hear her. He
caft her into a deep Dungeon, and had put her to
Death a thoufand times, had not the King, who
was as good as his Son was wicked, obliged him
to let her live in that frightful Prifon.

This amorous and violent Prince, ordered, that
the Princefs fhould be purfued both by Sea and
Land; and to that End, left the Court himfelf, and
ran about like a mad Man. When one Day, as
Carpillona was {at with her Cow under. a large
Rock, and the Weather being very tempeftuous,
the remained trembling at the Thunder and Light-
ning, when the crook-backed Prince came thither
with his Attendance for Shelter. But, alas! when
fhe faw him fo nigh her, fhe was more frightened,
than at the Thunder and Lighrering: She held
her Nofegay of Gilliflowers faft with both her
Hands ; and remembering the Fairy faid, ¢ Aban-
¢ don me not, charming Amamona.’ The Prince
cafting his Eyes upon her; faid, ¢ What can you
s be afraid of, poor decriped old Wretch ? Where
¢ would be the hurt if the Thunder fhould kill thee,
¢ fince thou haft or.= Foot in the Grave already 2
The young Princefs was not lefs overjoyed than
amazed, to hear him call herold : ¢ Wirhout doubt,
¢« (faid fhe to herfelf,) my Nofegay works this
« Wonder.” And that fhe might have no farther
Converfation with him, fhe pretended to be. deaf,
The Prince, finding fhe could not hear, faid to
his Confidant, who was never from him: ¢ Now,
¢ if my Heart was a little more gay, I could fet
¢ this old Creature upon the Top of the Rock, and
s have the Pleafure of feeing her roll down and
¢ break her Neck.” « But, Sir, (replied thiswicked
¢ Favourite, to divert you, 1’ll carry her up by

¢ force, and you fhall {ce her Body bound gklel a
¢ Ball.’
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¢ Ball.” ¢ We have not now Time (faid he) we
¢ mult continue our Search after this Ingrate, who
¢ difturbs the Repofe of my Life.’

As he made an end of thefe Words, he clapped
8purs to his Horfe, and rid off. 1t is eafy to judge
of the Joy,of the Princefs, who did not forget to
thank the Fairy Amazona, whofe Power f{he was
then fenfible of.  She purfued her Journey, and
arrived at the Plain whereon the Shepherds of that
“Country built their Huts, which were all very
pretty, each having a Garden and 2 Spring. 'The
Valley of Tempe could not be more agrecable. The
Shepherdefies were for the moft part beautiful,
and the Shepherds negleéted nothing to pleafe them.
On all‘the Trees, Cyphers and Love Verfes were
engraved.  As foon as Carpillona appeared among
them, they left their Flocks ; and, prepoflefled with
her ‘Beauty and majeftic Air, advanced towards
her ; but what furprized them moft, was the Mean-
nefs of her Habit : For though they lived an inno-
cent and ruftic Life, yet they pretended very
much to a neat Adjuftment of their Apparel. The
Princefs defired them ‘to thew her the Shepherd
Sublimus’s Cottage ; which they did prefently :
And there (he found the good old Man fat in the
Valley with his Wife and Daughters, alittle Brook
running by them, which charmed with its gentle
~Marmurs § he had fome Reeds in his Hands, with
which he was making a little Bafket to gather
Fruitin ; and his Wife was {pinning, while his
Daughters were angling in the Brook,

When Carpillona firft accofted them, fhe was fen.-
fible of {o much Refpe& and Tendernefs, that fhe |
was herfelf furprized; and when they faw her,
they were no lefs affeted. "« I am, (faid fhe, fa-
““luting them in an humble Manner, a poor Shep-
“ herdefs, and come from the Fairy. Amazona, to
* offer you my Service, and hope, that upon her

¢ Account
Vi
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Account you will receive me.”. ¢ Child, (faid
the King, getting up, and returning her Salute
in as civil a Manner, that great Fairy has Rea-
{fon to believe that we have a perfect Honour for
her ; but you are welcome if you had no other
Recommendation but yourown Perfon.” ¢ Come
hither pretty Maid, (faid the Queen, holding out
her Hand) come, and let me kifs you: T conceive
a great Kindnefs for you, and could wifh you
would look upon me as your own Mother, and
my Children as your Sifters.” ¢ Alas! my good
Mother, (faid the Princefs) I defire not that
Honour, it is enough for me to be yonr Shep-
herdefs, and tend your Flock.” ¢ No, (replied
the King) we are all equal here, you come with
too good a Recommendation for us to make any
Difference between you and our Children ; fit
down by us, and let your Cow feed with our
< Sheep.” - She made fome Difficulty, perfifting in
what fhe told them at firft, that the was come only
to be their Servant; but would have been very
much embarrafled if they had taken her at her
Word : For indeed, by her Looks, fhe feemed to
be made more to command than to obey ; and it
might be thought, that {o great a Fairy would not
protect an ordinary Perfon.

The King and Queen looked upon her with an
Amazement mixed with Admiration, which they
could not comprehend : They afked her if fhe came
a great Way ? fhe faid, Yes ; and then, if fhe hada
Father and Mother ? to which fhe faid, No: And
anfivered all their other Queftions, with Mono-
fyllables, as much s her Refpect would allow her
20 do. What is your Name, (faid the Queen?’)
« Carpillona (replied fhe.)” ¢ The Name (faid the
* King, 1s very odd ; and, unlefs fome Adventure
. gives room for it, it is very rare.’ She made no
Anifwer, but took up one of the Queen’s Spindles,

to
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to wind off the Thread : But when fhe drew of her
Gloves, the King and Queen, who caft their Eyes
upon her Hands, thought them to be Snow formed
in that Shape ; and, to penetrate farther into her
- Condition, faid : ¢ Carpillina, your Clothes are too
¢ hot for the Climate we live in, and your Shoes
. ¢ too heavy and clumfy for fo young a Damfel =
¢ you muft be drefled after our Manner.” ¢ My
¢ Clothes, Mother (anfwered fhe) are fuch as they
¢ wear in my ‘Country ; but I’ll put on what you
¢ pleafe to order me.” They admired her Obedi-
“ence, and above all the Air of" Modefty that ap-
peared in her Eyes and all her A&ions ; but, it be-
ing Supper-time, they got up, and went all into
the Houfe, where they intended to drefs the Fifh
that the two Princefles had caught, and fome frefth .
Eggs, and to make the reft up with Milk and
Froit. ¢ [ am furprized (faid the King) that my
¢ Son-is not yet come home: His eagernefs after
¢ Sport carries him too far ; and I am always in
¢ fear, left fome Accident thould befal him.’ ¢ My
¢ Fears are no lefs than yours, (faid the Queen)
* but if you pleafe we will not fup till he comes.”
¢ No, (faid the King) let him mind his Time bet-
¢ ter: On the contrary, I defire you, when he
¢ comes, not to fpeak to him, but that every one
¢ give him a cold Reception, ¢ You know his good
¢ Nature (faid_the Queen) and he will be fo much
¢ troubled, that he will fall fick.” " ¢ I cannot help
¢ that, (replied the King) he muft be corre@ed.’"
Atfter this Difcourfe, they fat to Supper ; but be-
fore they had quite done, the young Prince came
1, with a wild Roe on his Shoulders, his Hair all
vet with Sweat, and his Face covered with Duft;
he feaned en a little Lance he generally carried
along with him ; his Bow hung on one Side, and
his Quiver of Arrows en the other. In this Con-
dition therg appeared fomething fo noble and lofty

: f
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in his Countenance and Mien, that none could Joek
upon him without Attention and Refpeét: < Mo-
¢ ther, (faid he, addrefling himfelf to the Queen,
my Defire to bring you this Roe, has made me
ran all Day over the Mountains and Plains.”
‘Son, ({aid theKing gravely) you endeavour more
to make us uneafy, than to pleafe us; you know
how much I have faid to you on your violent De-
Aire of Sport; but you are refolved to take no
Noticeofit.” The Prince blufhed, and what vexed
him moft, was, to fee a Perfon there, who did not
belong to their Family. He replied, that another
Time he would come {ooner ; or if he did not ap-
prove of it, he would not go atall.  * That 1s
< enough (faid the Queen, who loved him tenderly)
¢ I thank you Child for your Prefent; come and
¢ fit by me, and eat your Supper ; for to be {ure,
¢ you muft be hungry.” The Princewas fomewhat
difordered at the ferious Air the King fpoke to him
in, and durft not look up; for though he was in-
trepid in all Dangers, he was of a docible Temper,
and ftood in great Awe, where his Duty required
it of him. But at laft, he recovered out of his
Confufion, fat down by ‘the Queen, and caft his
Eyes on Carpillona, who had not flayed fo long to -
look at him : But as foon as their Eyes met, their
Hearts were fo agitated, that they knew not what
to attribute their Diforder to. The Princefs bluthed,
and the Prince kept his Eye ftedfaft upon her ; till
a2t lal, the raifing hers again with a pleafing
Softnefs, they continued looking at each other with
a mutual Surprize, thinking nothing could equal
what they beheld. ¢ Is it poflible; (faid the Prin-
« cefs to herfelf) that, of fo many Perfons I have
fcen at Court, none fhould come nigh to this
young Shepherd. How comes it, (thought he to
himfelf) that this admirable Mazid is but a poor
Shepherdefs ! Ah! that I was but a King, to

< place
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¢ place her'on a Throne, and to make her as much
¢ the Miftrefs of my Empire as fhe is of my Heart.?
In mufing after this Manner, he eat nothing, The
Queen, who thought it owing to the ill Reception
he met with, tired herfelf with inviting and caref-
fing him, and brought out the fineft Fruit fhe had.
He defired Carpiliona to talte of them. ~She thanked
him, and told him, without thinking on the Hand
that gave them, that fhe had done nothing but eat,
and cared for no more. Upon which, he left them
coldly upon the Table. 'The Queen took not the
leaft notice of all this ; but the eideft Princefs, who
had no {mall Efteem for him, and who perhaps
might have loved him very weil, but for the Dif-
ference. the thought between them, aebferved all

that pafled with fome Jealoufy, :
After Supper-the King and Queen retired, and
the Princefles, according to their ufual Cuflom,
did whatever was to be done in the Houfz: Oae
milk’d the Cows, the other prefled the Cheefe,
&c. Carpillonz bufied herfelf after their Example
to work ; bat fhe was fo little ufed to it, that fhe’
did nothing to the Purpofe : Infomuch that the two
Princeflcs called her the pretty unhandy Maid, The
amorous Prince helped her in every Thing; he
went to the Spring with her, cafried her Pail,
drew the Water, and brought it back on his Shoul-
ders, and would not fuffer her to carry any ‘Thing ;
¢ What do you mein, Shepherd, (faid fhe to him)
¢ mauft I a& the fine Tady ? I that have been ufed
¢ all my Life to Work ! am I to live here in idle~
¢ nefs < You fhall do what you' pleafe, lovely
¢ Shepherdefs, (faid he) but deny me not the Plea-
¢ fure of accepting my{mall Affiitance on thefe Oc-
¢ cafions.” ' Afterwards they both returned, though
fooner than he defired ; for though he durft not
yet hardly {fpeak to her, neverthelels, he was o-
verjoyed to be with her. They both paffed the
13 Nigat
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Night in an Uneafinefs, which neither of them, '

through their little Experience, could guefs the
“ Caufe of. The Princewaited impatiently for Day,
“to fee the Shepherdefs again ; and fhe was in as
-much Dread. The new Trouble the Sight of him
put her into, fomewhat diverted her other Dii-
pleafures ; and fhe thought fo much of him, that

- fhe, almoft forgot the crook backed Prince. ¢ Why, -

-¢ (faid fhe) has blind Fortune beftowed fo many
.« Graces, fuch a Mein, and fuch Charms on a young
"« Shepherd, whois deftined only to feed his Flock ;
‘¢ and fo much Malice and Deformity on a Prince
¢ appointed to rule a flourithing Nation ¥’
Carpillona never had the Curiofity to view her-
{elf fince her Metamorphofis from a Princefs into 2
Shepherdefs ; but then a certain Defire of pleafing,
made her feek after a Glafs. She was not long
“before fhe found that of the Princefls ; but when
fhe faw herfelf fhe was quite confounded. ¢ What
< a Figure’s here ? (cried fhe) whom am I like ? Tt
< is impoflible that I fhould endurc to be buried
‘< long in this coarfe Stuff.” Then fhe wafhed her
Face and Hands, and went to the Queen, and fal-
ling on her Knees, prefented her with a fine Dia-
‘mond Ring, which was part of the Jewels fhe
rought along with her. ¢ Mother, 1 found this

¢ Ring fome Time fince, but knew not the Value

¢ ofit, but believe it may be worth {ome Money ;
< T beg you would accept of it, as a Proof of my
-« Acknowledgment for your Charity towards me ;
¢« and likewife, I defire youto buy me a Habit, and
‘¢ Linen that I may appear like the other Shepher-
¢ deffes, of this Country.” The Queen was very
much {furprized to fee fo noble a Ring, and told her
that fhe would not take it, but would keep it for
her, and that fhe would {end to a little Town that
was hard by, for a nice Country Habit, Shoes,

&c. compleat.
: When
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When Carpillona was thus drefled, fhe appeared
more charming than durore. The Prince negle&ted
nothing on his Part, butadorned his Hat, Scrip, and
Crook with Flowers, and carried her 2 Nofegay,
which he prefented with all the Fear of a Lover,
and which fhe received with fome Confternation,
though fhe wanted no prefence of Mind nor Wit.
When fhe was with him, fhe hardly ever fpoke,
but was always very thoughtful, as was he himfelf.
When he went a hunting, inftead of purfuing his
(Game, whenever he found a Place proper to enter-
tain himfelf with the Thoughts of his beloved Car-
pillona, he would ftop all on a fudden, and in that
folitary Retirement make Verfes and Songs on his
Shepherdefs, often talking to the Rocks, Woods,
and Birds : And in fhort he loft all that Gaiety of
Temper which made him feek after the Company

" of the young Shepherdfs. Bat as it is hard to love,
and not fear what we love, he dreaded {o much
the making his Shepherdefs angry by declaring
himfelf that he durft fcarce ever {peak to her; and
though fhe obferved very well, that he preferred her
before all others, and that Preference ought to
affure her of his Sentiments, yet fhe could not but
be in fome Pain for his Silence. Sometimes fhe
would be overjoyed, and would {ay to herfelf, < If

he really does love me, how fhall I receive the
¢ Declaration of his Paffion ? If I fhould be angry,
¢ 1 perhaps fhall be the caufe ofhis Death ; and if [
¢ be not, I fhall die myfelf with Shame and Grief,
¢ What fhall [, who am born a Princefs;, hearken

¢ to a poor Shepherd ? Ah! too bafe Weaknefs, I

(3
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fhall never confent., My Heart ought not to
change with my Apparel ; I have but too’ much
to reproach myfelf with, fince I have been here.’
As the Prince had a thoufand natural Charms in
his Voice, and perhaps had he not fung fo well, the
Princefs prepoffefled in his Favour, would have
I4 liked



176 Story of Princess CARPILLONA..

liked ®o hear him ; fhe would often engage him
to fing ; and the Songs he made choice of, had al-
ways fomething fo tender and engaging in them,
that fhe could not forbear exprefling a Pleafure,
which infpired him with the more Boldnefs; and
one Day he went to the River-fide, to a Place tha-
ded by Ofiers and Willows, and whither he knew
that Carpillona led her Flock every Day ; andwith
iNail wrote on the Bark of one of the T'rees thefe
ines,

In this Retreat, in wain ds I

. Find Peace and Pleafure reign :

‘Where Love the Freedom of a Sigh
Denies to eafe my Pain,

The Princefs furprized him jult as he had made
an end : He affeted to feem confounded, and after
fome Moments of Silence faid to her, ¢ You fee an
¢ unhappy Shepherd, who complains to the moft
¢ infenfible 'Things, when he ought to complain to
¢ none but you,” She made no Anfwer, but cafting
down her Eyes, gave himthe Opportunity he wanted
to declare his Sentiments. While he was {peak-
ing, her Thaughts were wholly taken up, how fhe
ought to take what fhe heard from a Mouth, that
was not indifferent toher ; but her Inclination en-
gaged her toexcufe him, ¢ He isignorant (faid the
< to herfeif) of my Birth ; therefore his Temerity is
pardonable : he loves me, and thinks me his
Equal; but fhould he know my- Rank.—Will
not the Gods themfelves, who are {fo much above
us, will not they accept of the Hearts of Mortals ?
Are they angry becaufe they are loved ? Well,
Shepherd,. (faid fhe, turning herfelf towards him)
I pity you, and that is all I can do for you: [
¢ will not love, I have Misfortunes enough already.
¢ Alas! what would be my Condition, if to aug-
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¢ ment my Calamities, my Days thould be burdened
¢ with an Engagement?’ Ahl Shepherdefs, (cried
¢ he) fay rather,” that if you have any Troubles,
¢ nothing is more -capable to {weeten them. - I will
¢ partake of all of them, my Stady fhall be to
¢ pleafe you; you may repofe on me the Care of
-¢ your Flock.” ¢ I wifh to Heaven ({aid fhe) that
¢ I had no other Reafon to be oneafy.” < What
¢ others can you have (faid he with an eager con-
¢ cern) being {o beautiful, fo young, fo free from
¢ Ambition, and fo little verfed with the vain
¢ Grandeurs of a Court? But without doubt, you
¢ love here fome happy Rival, which rérders you
¢ 1nexorable towards me.” Pronouncing thefe laft
Words he changed Countenance, became melan-
choly, and was cruelly tormented with this Thought.
¢ I will there agree with you (replied fhe) you have
¢ a Rival ; but then he is one hated and abhorred ;
¢ You had never feen me, but that the Neceﬂity of
¢ avoiding his prefiing Inftances obliged me to fly
¢ from him.” ¢ Perhaps, Shepherdefs, (faid he)
¢ you will fly from me too ; for if you hated him
¢ only becaufe he loved you, I am fure, I am to be
¢ hated the moft of all Men.” < Whether it be,
(replied fhe) that 1 do net believe him, or that I
look more favourably upon you, I am {enfible I
¢ fhall not fly from you, as I have done from him.’
The Shepherd was tranfported with Joy at thefe
obliging Words, and from that Day negletted no
Opportuanity to pledfe the Princefs.

Every Day he gathered the fineft Flowers to make
Garlands for her, and adorned hey Crook with Rib-
bands. He never would fuffer her to be expofed to
the Sun ; but whenever the came along the River-
fide with her Flock, he would cut down Branches
of Trees, and form an Arbour wherever there was
a pleafant Situation. -All the Trees thereabouts,
bore her Cyphers, and Verfes in praife of her
{ M, Beautys

-

-
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Beauty. The young Princefs faw all thofe Tefti-
monies of-the Shepherd’s Paflion; fhe loved fe-
cretly, but durft never examine her Heart, for fear
of finding there Sentimentstoo tender. The young
Shepherd’s Love for his Shepherdefs, could not
long be kept fecret, but wasdifcovered, aswell as
applauded by every one; for who could find fault
where all was Love? All who faw them, faid, they
were born for each other; that they were both
perfe& Beauties ; that it was the Work of the Gods,
_that Fortune made their Country fo happy ; and
.that they muft negle& nothing to detain them.
Carpillona felt a fecret Joy to hear the public Prai-
fes in favour of a Swain fhe thought fo amiable ;
but then thinking of the Difference that was be-
tween them fhe was fomewhat chagrined, but pur-
pofed not to difcover who the was, that fhe might
indulge her Heart the more. The King and Queen
who were extremely fond of them both, were no ways
difpleafed at this growing Paflion : They looked
on the Prince as their own Son, and were no lefs
taken with the Perfeétions of the Shepherdefs.
Was fhe notfent by Amaxoena, faid they, who fought
-the Centaur? Without d oubt, that wife Fairy has
deftined them for each other; therefore we muft
wait her Orders.

‘Things were in this Condition: The Prince
complained always of Carpillona’s Indifference,
becaufe fhe carefully concealed her Sentiments
from him ; when being one Day out a hunting, he
could not avoid a furious Bear that came {uddenly
out of the Hollow of a Rock, and had devoured
him, had not his Courage been feconded by his
Ad&ivity. After having ftruggled a long Time
upon the Top of the Mountain, they both at laft
rolled down together. ~Carpillona at that very
‘T'ime was ftopped with her Companions in that
Ylace, yet could not fee what paffed on the Top of
the Hill : But what a Condition were they all }in,
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when they faw a Man and a Bear tumbling down to-
gether ? The Princefs foon knew her Shepherd, and
fent out Cries of Fear and Grief; all the Shepher-
defles ran away; but Love redoubling the Princefs’s
Courage, fhe was fo bold as to run the Iron of her
Crook down into the terrible Monfter’s Throat,
and fo give her Lover {fome Affiftance ; who when
he faw her, for fear fhe might partake of his Dan-
ger, raifed his Courage to {uch a Height, that he
no longer thought of preferving his own Life, but
only to fecure hers; and indeed killed his Enemy
juft at her Feet: At the {ame Time he fell down
half dead.with the Lofs of Blood from two Wounds
he had recetved. _

How cruel a Sight was it for her to {ee his Clothes
all died with Blood! She could not fpeak ; her
Face was drowned in Tears ; fhe laid his Head in
her Lap, and all on a fudden brezking Silence,
faid, ¢ Shepherd, if you die, I’ll die with you: In
¢ vain have I concealed my fecret Thoughts : know
¢ then now, that my Life 1s attached to yours.’
.« What can I wifh for more, fair Shepherdefs-?

< (cried he in a faint Voice.) Whatever befals

_* me, my Fate now will always be happy.

. By this Time the Shepherdefles who fled, return-
ed with- feveral Shepherds, and affifted the Prince
and the Princefs, who by that Time was in as bad
a Coundition : But while they were cutting down
the Branches of Trees to make a Sort of Litter for
them, the Fairy 4mazona appeared among them.
¢ Be not concerned (faid {he) let me touch theyoung
¢« Shepherd,” 'Then taking him by the Hand, and
putting her golden Cafque upon his Head, fhe faid,
¢ Dear Shepherd, I forbid thee from being fick;’
Hereupon he foon got up, and the Vifor of the Cafque
being up, there appeared a martial Air in his
Face ;. and his Eyes, which were bright and lively
anfwered the Hopes which the Fairy conceived. He
was amazed at the Manner of his Cure, and the

I6 Majetty.
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Majefty that appeared  throughout her whole Per-
fon; and tranfported with Admiration, Joy, and
Acknowledgment, caft himfelf at her Feet: ¢ Great
- Queen (faid he) I'was dangeroufly wounded ; one
Glance from your Eyes, and one Word from your
- Mouth has cured me. But alas! T have a Wound
in my Heart that I will not be cured ef ; vouchfate.
only to affuage the Pain, and mend my Fortune,
fince I cannot partake it, fuch as it is, with this
< fair Shepherdefs.” The Princefs blufhed to hear
him fpeak after this Manner ; the knew that the
Fairy Amazona was not ignorant who fhe was, and
feared left the thould blame her for giving Hopes to
2 Lover fo much below her; infomuch that fhe
durft not look up: But the Sighs that efcaped her
Breaft, raifed fome Pity in that of the Fairy’s.
.« Carpillona_(faid fhe), this Shepherd is not-un-
¢ worthy your Efteem. And you, Shepherd, who
¢ defite fo much the Change of your Condition,
¢ aflure yourfelf of a moft illuftrious Fate.” * And
then fhe difappeared. ~ The Shepherds and Shep-
herdefles cofducted them back in Triumph to their
Hamlet, placing the two Lovers in the midft of
them, and crowned them with Flowers, as a To-
“ken of the Vi&ory they had gained over the terrible
Bear, which they brought after them, finging
Verfes on the. Tendernefs of Carpillona to the
Prince.

When they came to the Shepherd Sublimus, they
told him all that had happened; with whit Courage
the Shepherd had defended himfeif againft the Bear,
and: with what Generofity the Shepherdefs had
affifted him ; and in fhort, what the Fairy dmazona
had done. The King, overjoyed at this Relation,
ran to acquaint the Queen ofit. ¢ Without doubt,
< (faid he) this Boy and Girl are above the Vulgar ;
¢ their eminent Perfe&ions, their Beauty, and the
s Care of the Fairy Amazona, fhews fomething
s extraordinarys’ 'This Difcourfe put the Queen i(rlx
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mind of the Diamond Ring Carpillonahad given her.
¢ T have always forgot, (faid fhe) to fhew you a
< Ring which this young Shepherdefs put into my
¢ Hands, with an uncommon Air of Grandeur, de-
¢ firing me to accept of it, and to furnith her forit
¢ ‘with fuch Clothes as they wear in this Country.’
¢ Is the Stone fine (replied the King.”) < I never
¢ Jooked much at it (faid the Queen) but here it is;’
and prefented it to him. No fooner had he fixed
his Eyes on it, but he cried out, ¢ Ye Gods ! what
¢ is this I behold ? What do you not know a Pre-
¢ {ent which I received from your Hands ?* At the
fame Time he touched a little Spring, the Diamond
flew up, and the Queen faw her own Piéture,
which fhe had drawn to give the King ; and which
fhe had tied about her little Daughter’s Neck for
her to play with, when fhe nurfed her in the
Tower. ¢ Alas! my Dear, (faid fhe) what ftrange
¢ Adventure 1s this ? it renews all my Griefs : But
¢ let us talk to the Shepherdefs, and endeavour to
« learn more.” Upon this fhe called Carpillona,
and faid, ¢ I have waited till now, Child, for'a
¢ Confeflion from you; which would have given
¢« much more Pleafure, had it come from you with-
out being preffed to it : But fince you ftill continue
to conceal from us who you are, it is proper that
we inform you that weknow, and that the Ring
you gave me has difcovered this Riddle. ¢ Alas'!
Mother, (replied the Princefs, falling on her
Khnees by her) it was not for want of Confidence
that I concealed my Rank from you, but that'I
Thought it might be a Trouble to you to fee a

Princefs reduced to my Condition.
« My Father was King of the Peaceable Iflands;
but his Reign being difturbed by an Ufurper, he,
and my Mother, were both confined in a firong
Tower. After three Years Imprifonment, they
found the means, by the Afliftance of one of their
Guard, and the Favour of the Night, to efcape,
They
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- They let me down in.aBafket; but the Cord break-
- ing, I fell into the Lake which {urrounded the

Caftle, where I was taken up by {ome Fifhermen,
who juft then were drawing their Nets, which
they had thrown out for f{ome Carp, which the
Moat was well flored with. But, alas! how were
the Fifhermen deceived in their Hopes ! for by my
Weight they were in Expeftation of a good
Draught. When they firft faw me, they thought
of throwing me in again ; but at laft they refol.

_ved to.leave me in. the Net, and carry me to the

Tyrant; who, being informed of the Flight of my

_ Family, knew me to. be an anhappy deflitute
_ Princefs. His Wife, who hadno Children, pity-

ing, and having fome Inclination for me, took
me, and brought me up under the Name of Car-
pillona, perhaps with a defign that L might have
no notion of my Birth; but my Heart has always
told me who I am: Anditisfometimes a Misfor-
tune to have Sentiments fo- little conformable to
one’s Fortune. But as the greateft Profperity is
not to be depended on, a neighbouring Prince, -
who was crooked, and went by the Name of the
Hump-backed Prince, came at the Head of a gal-
Jant Army, deprived the Ufurper of my Father’s
Crown of his ill gotten Power. The Change of
the Tyrant’s Fortune rendered mine flill worfe.;
The Conquerer took me with him as the greateft
Ornament of his Triumph, and determined to
marry me, whether I confented or not. In this
Extremity I betook myfelf to Flight, dreffed likea
Shepherdefs and leading a Cow ; and was met by
the Prince, who undoubtedly had known me a-
gain, if the Fairy dmazona had not generoufly
given me 2 Nofegay of Gilliflowers to fecure me
fom. my Enemies. Neither, my good Mother,
continued the Princefs, did fhe do a lefs chari-
table A&tion in recommending me to you; and
i I declared not my .Rank fooner, it was not
through
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¢ through Diftruft, bes only to fpare your Grief.
¢ Not, (purfued fhe) that I complain ; for I never
knew any Tranquility till the Day I was received
by you ; and I muft own that a Country Life s
{o {weet and innocent, that I prefer it before that
of a Court.’
As fhe fpoke with great Earneftnefs, fhe obferved
not that the Queen melted into Tears, and thatthe
King’s Eyes watered-; but fhe had no {ooner done,.
than they both ftrove to clafp her in their Arms,
where they held her a long Time, without being
able to pronounce one Word. She melted and
cried after their Example ; and it ishard to exprefs
the agreeable ‘Trouble thefe three illuftrious Per-
fons were in. At laft the Queen making an Effort
upon herfelf faid, ¢ Is it poflible, my dear Child,.
< that after all my Sorrow for thy fatal Lofs, Heaven
fhould reftore thee to thy Mother, to comfort her
in her Misfortunes. Behold, my Child, the Breait
that fuckled thee in thy tender Infancy ! Behold
the King thy Father, the Author of thy Days !
With what Tranfport fhall we folemnize the
Retarn of a Child which Heaven in it’s Anger
deprived usof ?” ¢ And I, illuftrious Mother and
Queen, (cried the Princefs, cafting herfelf at her
Feet) by what Expreffions ‘and Adtions fhall I
make you both underftand the Love and Refpett
I owe you, fince I find you the dear Sanltuary
to my Misfortunes, when L durftnot flatter my-
{elf with ever feeing you again ?’ Then they all
renewed their Carefles, and thus fome Hours glided
away. Carpillona after this™ retired, having firft
been forbid by her Father and Mother to fpeak of
what had pafled. 1
The Princefs, in Regard to indifferent Perfons,
obferved their Commands pun&ually, but could not
keep the Secret from her young Shepherd ; {o hard
a Thing it is to conceal any Thing from a Perfon
we love. She reproached herfelf a thoufand Times
for
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for not having difcovered L+r Birth to him. *How
¢ great would his Obligation have been, (faid the)
¢ if he had known, that being born to a Throne,
¢ I could ftoop fo low as to him : But; alas! what
Difference does Love make between z Scepter and
a Crook ? Can this chimerical Grandeur, which
we boaft fo much of, can it {atisfy our Souls?
No: Virtue alone has there a Right; it fets us
above a Crown, and can free us from it: The
Shepherd that loves me, is wife, witty, and amia-
ble ;-what can a Prince be more > As fhe aban-
doned herfelf to thefe Refleftions, the faw him at
- her Feet, he having followed her to the River-fide ;
and was prefented by him with a Garland of Flow-
ers, the Variety of which was charming. ¢ From
¢ whence come you, fair Shepherdefs (faid hey I
have been feeking you fome Hours, and have
waited {fome others with Impatience? ¢ Shepherd,
(faid fhe) I have been taken up with a very fur-
prizing Adventure, and reproach myfelf for being
fo long filent; but remember, that this Mark of
my Confidence requires an eternal Secrecy. I
am a Prince(s, my Father was a King, whom I
¢ find in the Perfon of the Shepherd Sud/imus.” The
Prince was fo confounded and furprized at this
- News, that he had not Power to interrupt her, tho’
fhe related the Hiftory of her Life with all imagi-
nable Beauty: So great were his Fears left this
" wife Shepherd, fince he was a King, fhould refufe
him his Daughter; or that fhe reflefting on the
Difference between a great Princefs and himfelf,
fhould fall off fome Day from thofe Teftimonies of |
Kindnefs fhe had given him. ¢ Ah! Madam, (faid
¢ the melancholy Prince) I am a loft Man, I muft
¢ renounce this Life: You are born to a Crown,
¢ and have found your Father and Mother. For
¢ my part, I am an unhappy Wretch, thzt knows
L
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neither his Country or Relations ; an Eagle was
my Nurfe, and her Neft my Cradle: Ifyou have
had
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¢« had {ome favourable Regard to’me, it will be
¢ returned you.” The Princefs mufed a Moment or
twh, and without returning any Anfwer to’ what
he faid, took her Bodkin out ofher Hair, and writ
on the Bark of a Tree:

An equal Paffion canyour Heart return ?

The Prince writ immediately this Verfe:
A thoufand Times more ardently I burn,

The Princefs writ under it: -

- Thank Fortune for this lucky Main,
Tolove and 1o be lov’d again.

The Prince, tranfported with Joy, caft him{elf
at her Feet, and taking one of her Hands, faid,
¢ Adorable Princefs, you flatter my afilicted Heart,
¢ and by this new Bounty preferve my Life; re-
¢ member what you have wrote in my Pyavour.’ 3 1
¢ am not capable of forgetting (faid fhe, with a
¢ gracious Air; depend upon my Heart, it is more
¢ interefted in your Behalf than in my own.” Their
- Converfation, without doubt, had been lopger, had
they had more Time ; but they were then obliged

to gather up their Flocks, ard return Home,
All thisT'ime the King andQueen conferred toge-
ther upon CQarpillona’s Behaviour towards the young
Shepherd. While fhe was unknown to them, they
approved of thofe growing Flames, that kindled in
their Souls; the perfect Beauty wherewith Heaven
" had endowed them, the Wit and Graces which ac-
companied all their Aétions, made them defire an
everlafting Union: But when they looked upon her
with a ditferefit Eye, as their own Daughter, and
on the Shepherd as an unfortunate Babe, expofed
to the Fury of the wild Beafts, they refolved ta
tell Carpillona, that fhe fhould notentertain bim any
more
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more with flattering Hopes, but fhould declare o
him that fhe would not fettle in that Country,
After this Determination of theirs, the Queen cal-
led her in, and with a- great deal of Tendernefs,
told her all that had paffed. But what Woerds were
capable to calm fo violent a Diforder ? The young
Princefs firove in vain to conftrain herfelf s her Face
was fometimes as red as Scarlet, and another while
as pale as Death ; and the Janguifhing. of her Eyes
difcovered but too much the State fhe was in, Ah!
how did fhe then repent her Confeflion? Never-
thelefs the aflured her Mother, with great Submii-
fion, that fhe would obey her Commands; and
then retiring, had much to doto get to her Bed,
where burfting into ‘Tears. fhe pafied the Night in

uttering her Complaints and Regrets.
The next Morning fhe arofe, to lead her Flock
to feed ; but inftead of going towards the River,
went directly to a Wood, where laying down upon
the Grafs, and leaning upon her Elbow, fhe fell
into a deep Mufing ¢ The Prince, who could not he
quiet, where fhe was not prefent, fought all about
for her, ‘and finding her prefented himfelf to her
Sight ; who no fooner faw him, butfhe fhricked out,
as if fhe had been furprized, and rifing with Pre-
cipitation, left him without looking once at him.
He ftood fome Time like one Thunder-fruck at fo
urufual a Behaviour ; but recovering himfelf, fol-
lowed her, and fopping her, faid, < What, Shep-
¢ herdefs, would you in giving me Death, deprive
yourfelf of the Pleafure of feeing me expire be-
fore your Eyes ? You have changed in regard to
your Shepherd, and no longer remember what
you promifed but Yefterday.” Alas! (faid fhe,
cafting her Eyes melancholy upon him, what
Crime do you accufe me of ¥ T am miferable, and
tied down by Commands, whichI cannot evade:
* Pity me, and leave me, whereever you fee me.’
Muft I, (cried he, tolding his Arms in an Air of
: Defpair,)
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'« Defpair) muft I fly you, Divine Princefs ? and’
¢ can fo cruel an Order, and {o little deferved, be
* pronunced by you yourfelf ? What would you
¢ have become of me? And can that flattering
< Hope, to which you was fo willing that I fhould
¢ abandon myfelfextingui(h, and I live 2’ At thefe
. Words Carpillona, whofe Grief was no lefs violent
than her Lover’s, fell fpeechlefs, and void of Life,
at his Feet. At which Sight he was agitated
with z thoufand different Thoughts ; but the Con-
dition his buloved Miftrefs was in, told him, that
her Heart had no Part in the Orders fhe then gave
him, which diminithed ina meafure his Sorrows
However, he loft not a Moment to affift her; a
- Spring which ran foftly along the Grafs, afforded
him Water to throw in her Face, and {fome Cupids,
‘who were hid behind a Bufh, have told their Com-
rades fince that he was fo bold as to fteal a Kifs,
Whether" it be true, or not, the charming. Shep-
herdefs prefently opened her Eyes, and pufhing her
lovely Shepherd from her, faid, ¢ I'Ply, and be
¢ gone ; how angry will my Mother be, if fhe
thould come ?? ¢ What (faid he) muft I leave you
¢ then, to be devoured by Wolves and Bears ; or
¢ during 2 long Swoon, to be ftung in this folitary
¢ Place by fome Serpent or Afpic.” ¥ Yes, (faid
¢ fhe) we muft hazard all, rather than difpleafe
-« the Queen.’ Y

During this Converfation, in which their tender
Looks had no {mall Share, the Fairy their Pro-
teétrix, appeared in the King’s Chamber, armed
as before, and addrefling herfeif to the Queen, faid,
¢ You are' no ways grateful, Madam, for the pre-
¢ fent I made you of your Daughter, who would
¢ have been drowned in the Net, but for me, {ince
¢ you are upon the Point of killing with Grief the
¢ young Shepherd (with whom I trufted you :)
¢ Think not of the Difference that may be betweea
¢« him and Carpillona; it is Time t0 unite them :
: : ¢ Think,
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¢ Think, illuftrions Sublimus (f2id the to the King}
“ of their Marriage ; I with it, and you will have
‘ no Reafon to repent it.” After thefe Words,
without waiting for an Anfwer, fhe left them, no..
thing remaining to their View, but long Rays of
Light, like thofe of the Sun.

The King and Queen were equally furprized,
and both felt a fecret Joy, that the Fairy’s Com-
mands were fo pofitive. ¢ It is no longer to be
* doubted (faid the King) but that this unknown
* Shepherd is of a Birth agreeable w0 Carpillona,
* fince their Protefrix has too much Juftice tounite
¢ two Perfons of unequal Rank. ’Twas fhe that
faved our Child in the Lake, where fthe muft ine-
vitably have perithed. How have we deferved
her Prote&ion #” « I have often heard fay (replied
the Queen, that there are good and ill Fairies,
and that they have a Friendfhip or an Averfion to
Families according to their Genius, and cer-
¢ tainly dmazona is favourable to us.” As they
were talking in this Manner, the Princefs came in,
2 drooping languithing Air appearing in her Face.
'The Prince, who durft not follow her, but at a
Diftance, came fome Time after ; but fo great
Melancholy hung upon him, that it was fafficient to
look at him, to know all that ‘pafled in his Soul ;
and .during Dinner time thefe two Lovers, who
ufed to make all the Mirth, opened not their
Mouths, nor durft they fo muchas look at one ano-
ther.  When the Cloth was taken away, the King
went into his little Garden, and bid the Shepherd
follow him. At this Qrder he turned pale; an ex=
traordinary Shivering glided through his Veins, and
Carpillona was afraid her Father was going to fend
him away ; fodreadful were both their Apprehen-
fions, Sublimus went into a green Arbour, where
fitting down, and looking upon the Prince, he faid,
“ Son, you know with what Love I have brought
“ youup: I have always regarded you as a Prefent

: made
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* made me by the Gods, to fupport and comfort me
in my old Age; but a greater Proof of my
Friendfhip to you, is the Choice I make of you for
my Daughter Cargillona, the Lofs of whom you
have heard me fo often deplore ; but that fame
« Providence that reftored her to me, has ordained
< her for you.” < Ah! Father, (cried the Prince,
¢ cafting himfelf at his Feet) dare I flatter myfelf
with what [ hear ? Am I {o happy as to be your
Choice, or is this only to know my Sentiments
for that beautiful Shepherdefs ?’ ¢ No, my dear
Son, (faid the King) float no longer thus be-
tween Hope and Fear) ; I am refolved.to cele-
brate your Nuptials within a few Days.” ¢ You
heap too many obligations upon me, (replied the
¢ Prince embracing his Xnees; and if I do not
{fufficiently explain my acknowledgments, it pro-
¢ ceedsfrom the excefs of my Joy.” TheKing made
him rife, profefled a great Value and Friendfhip
for him : and though he did not acquaint him with
the Greatnels of his Rank, he faid enough to let
him know, that his Birth was much above his pre-
fent Condition.

Carpillona could not be cufy, but muft follow
them into the Garden, where fhe obferved all that
pafled from behind fome Trees; and feeing her
Lover at her Father’s Feet, fhie believed he might
be intreating him not to-condemn him to a cruel
Banithment ; and defiring to know no more, fled
into the Foreft, ranning like a Fawn before the
Dogs, fearing neither the Fiercene(s of the wild
Beafts, nor the Thorns or Briars, which tore her
on all Sides.. The Echoes repeated her Com-
plaints, and fhe feemed to feek nothing but Death:,
In the mean Time her Shepherd, impatient to tell
her the joyful News, made all imaginable Hafte to

follow her, and find her out. =« Where are you my
¢ Shepherdefs (cried he) where are you, my lovely
¢ Cargallona ; if you hear me, fly me not, we ﬂmkll
« both
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< both be happy.” In pronouncing thefe Words,
he perceived her, furrounded in the bottom of a
Vale by feveral Hunters, who were endeavouring
to put her behind a little hump-backed Man: At
this Sight, and the cries of his Miftrefs, who
wanted afliftance, he flew like an Arrow out of a
Bow, and having no other Arms but his Sling, he
let fly a Stone, which hit the crooked Prince full
on his Forehead, and knocked him off his Horfe,
who brought the Princefs down with him. By that
Time the Prince came to them himielf, and en-
deavoured to defend his dear Shepherdefs againft.
thofe Ravifhers ; but all his Refiftance was to ne
Purpofe, they took him as well as her, and had
{acrificed him to their Rage, had not the crook-
backed Prince made a Sign to them to fave him,
that he might put him to the meft cruel Torments:
So that they then only contented themfelves with
binding him and the Princefs, and in {fuch a Man-
ner, that they could talk to one another ; andafter
having made a Sort of a Litter to carry their
wounded Prince in, went away, without being feen
by any of the Shepherds. whe might have given
Sublimus an Account of the Misfortune of thefe
young Lovers. Notwithftanding, we may eafily
1magine his and the Queen’s concern, when Night
came, and they faw them not; who with all the
Shepherds of that Neighbourhood, fought feveral
Days for them.

Now before I procced any further, it will notbe
amifs to fay, that the crovked Prince had not forgot
Carpiilona, and ~that when he was not employed
with the Affairs of State, or ating fome horrid
Maurder, he ufed to go a hunting, aad {tay out for
feven or eight Days. It was at one of thefe long
Huntings, that he faw the Princefs crofs a Path ;
and the Livelinefs of her Grief made her give fo
little Attention to what might befal her, that fhe

LOOK
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took not the Nofegay of Gilliflowers with her ; fo
that he knew her as {oon as he faw her.

But to return to the Shepherd and Shepherdefs:
The Shepherd cried out, ¢ Alas ! this is the greateft
< of all Mis‘ortunes ; we were juft upon the Point
< of being united together.” And then he told her
all that paflfed between Sublimus and him. It is no
hard Matter to comprehend the Regret of Carpil-
lona, who -burfting forth a frefh into Tears, {aid,
< I fhall coft you your Life; I lead you, for whom
¢ I would fpill the laft Drop of my Blood, to a
¢ horrid Punifhment : I am the Caufe of this Mis-
< fortune, and through my own Imprudence, have
¢ fallen into the inhuman Hands of my moft cruel
< Perfecutor.’

With this kind of Difcourfe they entertained one
another, ’till they arrived at the Capital City,
where the good old King, the Father of this wicked
and crooked Prince, was informed that his Son was
brought in a Litter, having received by a Stone
out of a Sling, a Wound from a young Shepherd,
in Defence of a Shepherdefs, and was in great
Danger. At this News the King was very much
concerned, and ordered the Shepherd to be put iuto
a Dungeon ; and the like Fate the Princefs Carpi/-
Jona underwent, by a private Order of the Priace,

“who refolved to make her confent to marry him, or
to put her to the fevereft Torments: But it feemed
_that thefe two Lovers were only parted by a {light
Partition, the Boards of which being not joined
clofe, they had the Satisfaction of {eeing eack other,
when the Sun fhone at Noon, and the Remainder
of their Time had the more Liberty to entertany
their Sorrows. They faid all the tender and paf-
fionate Things Hearts {o deeply touched could in.
vent, and expreffed themfelves in fuch moving
Terms, that they often diffolved into T'ears.  The
Creatures of the Prince came every Day to the
Princefs, to threaten her with a fpeedy Death, if
fhe
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fhe did not accept the Honour he did her. She re~
ceived all their Propofals with a Firmnefs of Mind,
and an Air of Difdain, infomuch that they began to
defpair of their Undertaking. ¢ Fearnothing, my
dear Shepherd, (faid fhe) the Dread of the moft
¢ cruel T'orments cannot make me unfaithful ; we
« will die together, if we cannot live {fo.” ¢ Fair

Princefs, (replied he) do you think to comfort
me? Alas! would it not be more eafy to me to
{ee you in the Arms of this Monfter, than in the
Hands of an Execationer ?’ In fhort, thefe Senti-
ments of his were not relithed by her; fhe accufed
him of Weaknefs, and aflured him fhe would fhew
him an Example, and die with Courage.

- The Princg’s Wound growing better, his Love,
enraged with a continual Denial of the Princefs,
made him refolve to facrifice hem, with the young
Shepherd, to his Rage ; and to that End appointed
a Day for this difmal Tragedy, and defired the
» King, and all the Lords of the Kingdom, to be pre-
fent: and for himfelf he came in an open Litter, to
glut his Eyes with this horrid Sight. The King,
not knowing the Princefs Carpillona was a Prifoner,
when he faw her bound with her Governefs, who
was condemned to {uffer the fame Fate asherfelf and
Shepherd who appeared as bright as the Sun; he
ordered them to'be brought to him upon the T'er-
rafs, where he was with his Court, and not waiting
for the Princefs’s making her Complaint, for the
il and bad Ufage ¥he had had, cut-the Cords
wherewith fthe was bound, and afterwards looking
upon the Shepherd, found his Bowels yearn with
Tendernefs and Compaflion : < Rafh Youth, (faid
¢ he fpeaking to him with all the Harfhnefs he was

¢ Mafter of) what could infpire thee with fo much
¢ Boldnefs, as to attack fo great a Prince, and
“ to reduce him almoft to Death?’ The Shep-
¢ herd fhewing an awful Refpeét, and a Confidence
unknown to him before, replied, and faid with a
s wonderful
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-wonderful Intrepidity, ¢ Great Monarch, the Dan-
¢ gerwhich I faw the fair Princefs in, was the
¢ Occafion of this rath Aétion ; I knew not your
¢ Son, and.much lefs in an Attempt fo violent, and
¢ fo much below a Prince.” As he fpoke he invi-

-gerated his Difcourfe, by raifing his Voice and his

«Gefture, wherein his Arm lay bare, and the

“Arrow, wherewith he was marked appeared too

‘vifible, :not to be perceived by the King ; who
cried out, ¢ O Heavens !. am I deceived? or have
¢ I found my Son again, whom I had loft ? ¢ No :
¢ Great King (faid the Fairy 4mazona, mounted in
the Air upon a ftately Horfe) you are not de-
¢ ceived ; behold thy Son, whom I preferved in
¢ an Eagle’s Neft, where he was carried by the
¢ Order of his barbarous Brother, for the lofs
¢ of whom he muft be thy Comfort.” And as the
made an End of thefe Words, flew at the guilty
Prince, and with her Lance pierced his Heart,
which reduced him prefently to Afhes,

After this the Fairy went to the Terrafs, and
prefented the Prince, no longer now a Shepherd,
- with a Suit of Armour, faying to him, ¢ Thefe I
¢ promifed thee ; and with thefe thou fhalt be in
¢ valnerable, and the greateft Warrior in the
¢ World.” - Hercupon there were heard in the Air
the Soundings of Trumpets, and all Manner of
warlike Inftruments, which were followed with 2
{oft and melodious Symphony to Words in the
Praife of the Prince and Princefs. THe Fair
alighted from off her Horfe, placed herfelf by the
King, and defired him to give Orders for folemniz-
ing the Marriage; and then commanded a Ge.
nius, that appeared at her Call, to go and fetch
the illuftrious and royal Shepherd and his Family ;
which immediately went, and returned with them,
What a Satisfaction was this, after fuch long Trou-
bles » The Palace was filled with Cries of Jov,
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and none was ever equal to that of thefe twoKings

. and their Children. The Nuptials were celebrated
with great Magnificence ; after which the kind
Fairy took her Leave and difappeared. The King
Sublimus returned to his own Dominions. = Carpil-
Jona lived with her dear Spoufe in all imaginable
Pleafure, and the old King everjoyed to fee a2 Son
{o worthy of his Love, grew young again with the
Satisfaétion he enjoyed, and lengthened out his
Days fome Time.longer.

S E
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"[‘ HERE was formerly a King and Queen, who
£ livedin that ftri& Union and Love, thatthey
were an Example to all the Families in their own
Kingdom, which was the Kingdom of De/arss; where
the Subjects lived together in that Harmony, that
they were the Surprize of their Neighbours. The
Queen had had feveral Children, but could rear up
buat one ; which was a Daughter of fuch incom-
parable Beauty, that if any Thing could comfort
her for the Lofs of her other Children, it was the
Charms that appeared in this. The King and
Queen educated her as their only Hope. But the
Felicity of this fmall Family lafted not long : The
King being one Day a hunting upon a fiery ftart-
ing Horfe, and fome People being a fhooting, the
Horfe was {o frighted at the Fire and Noife of a
(un, that he ran away with the King and fell with
him down a great Precipiece, where he died ime
mediately. “I'his difmal News reduced the Queen

K 2 to
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to the utmoft Extremity; fhe was too fenfible of
Grief to moderate or refift it, and thought of no-
thing but fettling her Affairs, that fhe might die
with fome Sort of Quiet ; and having a Friend, who
was called, the Sovereign Fairy, becaufe of her
Authority over all Kingdoms, and her great Power,
the writ a Letter to her with a dying Hand, defir-
ing her to come, that the might expire in her
Arms, and to make haite if fhe would find her
alive, becaufe the had fomething of Confequence
to fay to her.

Though the Fairy had at that time Matters of
great Concern upon her Hands, fhe left them all
unfinithed, and mounting upon her fiery Camel,
that went fwifter than the Sun, come to the Queen,
who waited for her with the utmoft Impatience :
Firft, the acquainted her with feveral Things rela-
ting to the Government of the Kingdom, defiring
her to accept of it, and withal to take care of the
little Princefs Conftantia. And then {aid, ¢ Ifany

'« Thing can make me eafy, in leaving an Orphan

of fo tender an Age behind me, ’tis the Hope
you give me of the fame Marks of Friendfhip to-
wards her, as you have always thewn me ; and
that fhe will find in you a Mother, that can
make her happier and render her more perfect ;
and that you will make choice of an Hufband fo
amiable, that fhe may never love any other.’
Great Queen (faid the Fairy) you defire all that
can be withed for, and I will forget nothing to
ferve your Daughter : but I have caft her Nati-
vity, and it feems Fate is angry with Nature for
having exhaufted all her Treafures in her Birth,
and upon that Account is refolved to make her
fuffer: And your. Majefty muft know, that it
fometimes pronounces fome Sentences that are
ot to be avoided.’ ¢ However, (replied the

Queen)
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¢ Queen) foften her Misfortunes, and negle& no-
¢ thing to prevent them ; by Attention we often
¢ may prevent great Evils.” The Sovereign Fairy
promifed what fhe defired, and the Queen-having
embraced her dear Conflantia withall the Tender-
nefs of a loving Mother, died in great Tranquil-
lity.

The Fairy, who read with great Eafe whatever
was foretold by the Stars, faw plainly that the
Princefs was threatened with the fatal Love of 2
Giant, whofe Dominions lay nigh to the Kingdom
of Defarts, therefore fhe thought the beft way to
avoid Him, was toremove her Charge to a Partthe
fartheft off from that Giant, where they might
be in no likelihood of his diffurbing their Repofe.
Whereapon, as foon as fhe had made Choice of
{fome ‘Minifters fhe durft confide in, to govern in her
Ablence, and had enated fome Laws as judiciou{ly
contrived for the Benefit of the Subje&, as any
that were made by the Sages of Greece, fhe went
one Night into Conftantia’s Chamber, and without
" waking her, took her in her Arms, and carried her
on her fiery Camel into a fertile country, where the
might live free from Ambition. and Trouble : it
being a true Reprefentation of the Valley of Tempe,
where Shepherds and Shepherdefles lived in little
Huts of their own Building. The Fairy knowing,
that if the Princefs lived to, fixteen Years of Age,
without feeing the Giant, that fhe might return in
Triumph back to her own Dominions, took all the
Care imaginable to conceal her from the Eyes of all
the World ; and that fhe might not appear fo beau-
tiful, drefled her like a Shepherdefs, with her
Coufs, and Hat hanging over her Eyes ; but that
charming Princefs, like the Sun breaking out from
a dark Cloud, could not be fo difguifed, but that
fome of her Charms muft appear ; and notwith-

7 A By ftanding
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ftanding all the Fairy’s Care, Conftantia was every
where mentioned as the  chief Work of the Gods,
and.the Ravifher of all Hearts.  Befides her Beauty
was not the only Thing for which fhe was admired ;
the Fairy had endowed her with a delicate Voice,
and the Knowledge of all Infiruments, that fhe
might be faid even to excel Apollo and the Maufes,
In this Solitude fhe lived without the lealt repin-
ing, for the Fairy had acquainted her with she
Reafons of bringing her up in fo obfcure a Manner;
which, as fhe had a great Share of Wit and gcod
Senfe, fhe relithed extraordinary well: In fhort,
¢he was the Admiration of the Fairy for her Doci-
lity “and quicknefs of Apprehenfion. Batas her
Frefence at that Time was abfolutely neceflary
in the Kingdom of Defarts, fince the Minifters fhe
had appointed ated not according to their In-
fira&tions, fhe was obliged to leave Conftantia, en-

joining her not to ftir out till {he returned.

The Princefs had a Favourite Ram, that fhe hed
bred up trom a Lamb, and which fhe called Rufon,
with which fhe ufed to divert herfclf, drefling it
up in Garlands of Flowers, and Bunches of Ribbons,
It knew her Voice, and would do whatever (he
bid it, and ufed to fkip about her Chamber, and
play with her for Hours together. Wherever fhe
went, it would go along with her, would eat
nought but what {he gave, and would fooner perifh
with Thirft than drink out of any Thing but the
Palms of her Hands ; it would fhut a Door, beat
Time when the Princefs fung, and bleat by way
of Cadence : In fhort, Rufon was amiable, and was
Joved by Conftantia, who was continually talking
and making much of him. Notwithftanding all
this, Rufon was more taken with an Ewe of the
Flock, than his Princefs, and a poor forry Ewe
was more in Rufon’s Eyes than the Queen OF}LO\'F%

Conitantia
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Conftantia often reproached him with his Wanton-

nefs : ¢ Little Libertine (faid fhe) cannot you ftay
¢ with me ? thou art {o dear to me, that for thee
¢ alone I neglet my whole Flock, and yet thou
¢ wilt not forfake that {fcabby Ewe to pleafe me.”
After that, the tied him to the Wall with'a Chain
of Flowers, whereat he feemed very mach vexed,
and kept pulling and tearing ’till he broke it.
< Alas, (faid Conftantia in a Paflion) the Fairy
« has often told me, that Men are as wilful as
¢ thee, that they cannot endure the leaft Confine-
* ment, and that they are the moft refraltory Crea-
s tures under the Heavens ; and therefore fince
¢ thou art like them, naughty Rufon, go to thy nafty
¢« Ewe, and if the Wolf, fhould catch thee, thou
« mult take it for thy Pains, fince it will not be
¢ perhaps in my Power to fave thee.’

The amorous Sheep, on whom Conftantia’s
Advice could not prevail, being one Day with his
dear Ewe, nigh the little Houfe where the Prin-
cefs was fet working all alone, fhe heard him bleat
out {o loud and pitifully, that the no longer dif-
guted but fome ill Accident had befel him; and

eing very much concerned for him, ran to the
Door, from whence fhe {aw her poor Rufon carried
away by a Wolf: And not thinking of the Charge
the Fairy had given her, ran after crying out,

a Wolf, a Wolf: and ftill purfued him, fome-.

times throwing her Crook, and fometimes Stones

at him, but all could not-make him quit his Prey,

when alas ! pafling by a Wood, therecame out a
terrible Giant. The Princefs, at the Sight of this

“Coloffus, lifted up her Eyes to Heaven to beg

Atliftance, and almoft wifhed the Earth would open
and {wallew her, but all in vain ; fhe deferved to
be punifhied for not believing and obferving what
the fovereign Fairy told her. 'The Giant {pread
: K 4 wide
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wide his Arms to hinder her pafling by; and the’
ke was favage and furious, neverthelefs he was fen-
fible of her Charms. ¢ What Goddefs art thou ?
- (faid ke, in a Voice as loud as Thunder :) Think
“ not to deceive me, for thou art not mortal ; there-
fore tell me thy Name, or whether thou be the
. Wife or Daughter of Jove. I have along Time
fought after a Goddefs to marry her, and now.
happily met with one.” At thefe words the
Princefs remained mute, and he finding that fhe
returned no Anfwer to his Gallantries, faid, ¢ For
<.a Divinity thou haft the lealt Wit I ever met
¢« with, therefore, 1 thall put thee in my Bag.’
And without any more ado, opened a great Sack
and put her in. The firft Thing fhe perceived was
the Wolf and the Ram, which the Giant had ta-
ken as he was hunting: ¢ Alas! (faid the Princefs
* to the Sheep,- kiffing 1t, thou muft die with me,
¢ my dear Rufon ; but thatis but a fmall Comfort ;
¢ would it not have bgen much better for us to have
« ftaid at Home ?* This melancholy Refleétion
made her cry moft bitterly ; fhe fighed and fobbed,
Rufon bleated, and the Wolf howled, which awa-
kened a Dog, a Cock, a Parrot, and a Cat, that
were faft afleep, and they altogether made fuch a
Noife, that the Giant tired therewith, tho.ght
once to kill them : But at laft contented himielf
with only tying them up in the S.ck, and hanging
them upon a Tree while he went to fight a
Duel with another Giant.

'The Princefs never difputed but that fhe was a
great Way from Home, though fhe had not been
long in the Sack, for the Giant’s moderate Rate of
walking was fafter than the fwifteft Horfe could
gallop ; however fhe took out her Sciffars, and
ripped up the Sack, and let out her Rufon, the
Cock, the Cat, and Parrot; and after them got

Qut
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out herfelf, leaving the Wolf behind. The Night
was very dark, and the Princefs a Stranger to the
Place where fhe was, and knew not which Way to
g0, being in the Midft of a large Foreft, and not
a Star appeared in the Heavens that might afford
her the leaft Light, and fhe always in fear of meet-
g the Giant ; notwithftanding all this, fhe went
forwards, andr had fell a thoufand Times, but that
the Animals fhe had fet at Liberty, out of Grati-
tude ftayed with her, and were very ferviceable to
her in her Journey. The Cat’s glaring Eyes
ferved for a Flambeaux ; the Dogas a Centinal, to
give notice by his Barking ; the Cock by his
Crowing, to frighten the Lions ; and the Parrot,
by his T'alking, fecured her againft Thieves, by
making them believe there were twenty People’;
and the Ram by going juft before, picked out her
Way, that fhe might not ftumble. Conftantia kept
walking on at a Venture, recommending heifelf
to the Proteftion of her good Friend the Fairy,
though at the {ame Time fhe reproached herfelf
for not having followed her Orders. Sometimes
fhe feared fhe was forfaken, and wifhed that her
good Fortune would Condu&@ her to the Houfe
_ where fhe had been brought up fo privately ; but as
fhe was entirely ignorant of the Way, fhe durft not
flatter herfelf with fo great an Happinels. At
Day-break fhe.found herfelf by the Side of a River,
that watered a moft agreeable Meadow, and look-
ing about, faw neither Dog, Cat, Cock, or Par.
rot, but only Rufon that kept her Company ;
¢ Alas! (faid fhe) where am I? I am ‘a perfect
Stranger to this fweet Abode ; what will become
of me ? Who will take Care of me ? How much
haft thou coft me, my dear Favourite? (faid fhe
to Rufon) Had I not ran after thee, I had been
fill wich the Sowereign Fairy, and had been in
no fear of the Giant, or any unlucky Adventure.’

‘ K s Rufon
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Rufon trembling, feemed to acknowledge his
Fault ; and in fhort, the Princefs fatigned and
weary, left' off chiding, and f{at herfelf down on
the Banks, where the Shade of fome Trees fecured
her.from the Heat of the Sun, invited her to lie
down to take a fhort Sleep, while Rufon, who
ferved for her Guard, walked around her. She
had not been long in a found Sleep; before Rufon
bleated fo loud, that he awakened her, but then
how _great was her Aftonithment, to obferve at
twenty Paces off a'young Man behind fome Bufhes;

the Beauty of his Shape and Face, the Noblenefs

of his Air, and the Magnificence of his Drefs,

equally furprized the Princefs, that fhe ftarted up

all on a fudden, with a Refolution to be gone: But

what fecret Charm detained her, I know not. She

iooked upon- the ‘Stranger with as much Concern,
as if he had been the Giant; but her Apprehen-
fions  proceeded from ' different Caufes: Their
Looks and A&ions difcovered too well the*Senti-
ments they ~entertained of each other, and they
perhaps mighthave remained fo fome Time before
they had fpoke, had not the Prince heard the
Sounding of the Horn, and the Dogs approaching
them. Perceiving fhe was furprized, at laft he
faid, ¢ Fear.nothing, . fair Shepherdefs, you are
¢ {afe here ; swould to Heaven all that you {ee were
< {o too.” ¢ 8ir«(faid fhe) I am a poor Orphan,
whofe only employ is'being a Shepherdefs, there-
fore I implore your Proteéion ; procure me but
a Flock; none fhall exceed me in Care.” ¢ Hap-
py muft the Sheep be, faid he that you lead'!
But in fhort, lovely Shepherdefs, if you defire it,
Iawill fpeak to the Queen my Mother, and fhall
take a‘Pleafure from this Day to offer you my
Services.” ¢ Alas! Sir (replied Conftantia) I
« afk pardon for the Liberty I have taken ; T fhould
s not have been io bold, “had I known your Rank’

¢ 4 The
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The Prince heard her with the utmoft Aftonifh-
ment, to find her Wit and Politenefs anfwerable to
the Excellence of her Beauty, all which was no
ways agreeable to the Plainnefs of her Drefs ; and
thereupon endeavoured to diffuade her from being
a Shepherdefs. ¢ Confider (faid he) you will be
¢ expofed in Woods and Fields, to many Dangers,
¢« where you have no other Company but- your
¢ harmlefs Sheep ; befides, the Delicacies I have
¢ obferved in you will not admit of that Solitude
¢ you feem to defire. Who can be fo ignorant as
¢ tothink, that when the Fame of your Charms is
¢ fpread abroad, you can avoid thoufands of im-~
< portunate Lovers ? I myfelf, adorable Shepher-
¢ defs, will quit the Court to follow you ; and why
¢ may notothers do the like?” ¢ Forbear (Sir,
¢ faid fhe) to flatter me with Praifes, of which I
¢ am no ways deferving ; I was born in a Cottage,
< and have ‘always led a Country Life, and hope
¢ you will permit me to look after the Queen’s
¢ Fleock, if{he vouchfafed me that Charge, 1n all
¢ Tranquillity : But yet 1 have one Favour more
¢ to requeft, and that is, that I may be put under
¢ {fome more experienced Shepherdefs, whom I
¢ fhall endeavour never to difpleale.” The Prince
could not return any Anfwer to thefe Words, be-~
caufe his Attendants appeared on a Hill at fome
fmall Diftance, but faid to her in great Hafte, < I
« muft leave you, charming Fair ; I cannot bear
« the Thoughts that fo many fhould partake of the
« Happinefs of feeing you: Go to the End of the
« Meadow, there is the Houfe where you will be
< entertained, if you tell them I fent you.” Here-
upon Conftantia, who was loth to be expafed to fo
much Company; ran to the Place where Confiantio
{which was the Prince’s Name) direéted her, fol-
lowed all the -while by that’ Prince’s Eyes, who
fetched many tender- Sighs ;' then remopnting his
L K 6 Horfe,

\
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Horfe he made towards his Company, and with
them returned to Court, without purfuing their
Sport any longer.

When he came to fee the Queen, he found her
very much enraged againft an old Shepherdef(s, who
had given up a very bad Account of her Lambs ;
whereupon fhe had ordered her never to fee her
more. Conftantio, favoured with this Opportu-
nity, told her he had met with a young Damfel
that feemed careful, and who was very defirous to
ferve her. The Queen approved of what her Son
told her, bidding the Prince give Orders for her to
be conducted to thofe Paftures that belonged to the
Crown. He was overjoyed that fhe was difpenfed
with from coming to Court ; for the Violence of his

. Paflion had created a Jealoufy of being rivalled,

though there were none that could difpute with him
cither in Rank or Merit; but indeed he was not fo
apprehenfive of the great Lords, as of more infe-
xior Perfons, believing fhe might have more In-
clination for a plain Shepherd, than for a Prince
{o nigh to the Throne. Hard it is to relate the
many RefleCtions with which- this was followed,
how he reproached his Heart, that had never Joved
before, nor thought any Perfon werthy of it, for
{ubmitting to a young Damfel of an obfcure Birth ;
and fince that he could not own his Paflion without
2 Blufh, he refolved to combat it, and perfuaded
himfelf that Abfence was the only Remedy, par-
ticularly in a new born Love. He avoided the
Sight of his Shepherdefs as much as poflible, and
followed his Diverfion of Hunting and other Sports 3
and whenever he faw any Sheep, . turned his Head
away, as if they were fo many Vipers, infomuch
that ina little Time he was infenfible of the Wound
he had received : When one Day, it being the hotteft
of the Dog-Days, fatigued with fevere Hunting,
and being alone by the River-fide, he retired ém-

| ep
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der fome Willows and Ofiers, that by the uniting
of their Branches formed a pleafant Shade, which
invited him to Sleep ; whenall on a fudden he was
awakened by an heavenly Voice, and agreeably
furprized to hear thefe Words :
Why, alas ! hawe I then vow'd

7o live all free from Love,
Since it is the God’s Decree,

That he will me perjur’a prove.

How from fuch a killing Wound
Shail 1 free each tender Part,
Since Conitantio s become

Mafier of my eafy Heart.

T other Day 1 jaw bim awalk
To this folitary Glade,
Wearied with the pleafing Toil,
That invites Men to it's Shade.

Nothing /o charming bad 1 feen
To rob me of my Reft 5

*Tawas then Love drew his Bow,
And aim’d it at my Breaft.

The Dart pierced in too deep,
So large a Wound it made ;
My Paffion burns up to a Flame,
No Cure is to be bad.

His Curiofity, at the hearing of his Name men-
tioned, prevailed over the pleafure of liftening to
the fine Singing, he rofe up, and went to a little
Eminence, furround with Trees, to look about, he
was no fooner at the Top, but he perceived the fair
Conftantia, at the Foot thereof, fitting by the Side
of a Brook, the precipitant Fall whereof feemed, iy

x the
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the agreeable Noife it ‘made, to agree with her

Voice. Her faithful Sheep lay on the Grafs by her

Side, while fhe frequently patted him with her
Crook, and he in acknowledgment; looked her in
the Face, kiffed her Hand, ¢« Alas! (faid the Prince

< to himfelf) how happy wouldft thou be, if thou-

kneweft but the Value of thofe Careffes? this Shep -
herdefs is now more beautiful than the firft Time
I faw her! -O Love ! what is it thou requireft of
me! Ought I tolove, or am I rather able to re-
fift ? I have carefully avoided her, being too fen-
fible of the Danger of feeing her ; witnefs, ye
‘Gods ! the Impreflions thofe firft Moments made
on me. My Reafon T'employed to my Affiftance ;
I flew from the lovely Obje& : but, alas! have
found it again : And too fure, the Conftantio fhe
fpoke of, is fome happy Shepherd.’

While he was arguing with himfelf after this
Manner, the Shepherdefs arofe to gather up her
Flock, to drive them to-another Part of the Mead,
where fhe had left her Companions. The Prince,
fearing to lofe his Opportunity of fpeaking to her,
made all imaginableHafte to get'toher : -« Charm-
« ing Shepherdefs (faid he) give me Leave to-atk
« if the fmall Service I did you, is any ways pleaf-
< ing to you?’ Conftantia, at the Sight of the
Prince, bluthed; and her Compleftion was ani-
mated with the moft lively Colours: ¢ Sir (replied
< fhe) I fhould have taken Care to have returned
< you my moit humble Acknowledgments, if they
had been convenient from fo poor a girl as me,
to {o great a Prince ; but if T have been failing
therein, Heaven can witnefs I am not ungrate-
fal, but pray the Gods to crown your Days with
Happinefs.” ¢ Conftantia (replied he) if you aré
fo much touched with my good’ Intentions, as yda
‘fay, it-is eafy for you fo thew it.? ~<‘Alas'! Sir,
(fzid fhe, fomewhat confafed) what can T do fot
: . SSyoLic”
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< you ?> ¢ You may tell me, (added he) whom you
< meant by thofe Words you fung ?” ¢ As they are
< none of my making (anfwered fhe) it is not in
¢« my Power to fatisfy you therein.” While fhe
was {peaking, he perceived that fhe bluthed, and
was fomewhat “embaratfed, and thereupon faid,
< Why, Conftantia, do you conceal your Fhoughts,
¢ fince your Countenance betrays too much the
¢ Secrets of your Heart ? You are in Love.” Here
he left off to obferve her with more Attention. To
. which fhe replied, ¢Sir, whatever Things may
¢ concern me, cannot be worth a great Prince’s
¢ being informed of; befides, I am fo much ufed
- ¢ to Silence with my Sheep, that I muft beg your
¢ Pardon, if I anfwer not your Queftions.” And
then went away fuddenly.

As Jealoufy oftentimes helps to renew the Flames
of Love, the Prince’s from that Moment took f{uch
Force as never to be extingunifhed ; he difcovered a
thoufand mew Charms in her Perfon, which he ne-
ver’ had obferved before ; her Manner of leaving
him, confirmed his Sufpicion, of her being in love
with fome Shepherd : A profound Melancholy hung
over his Soul, he durft not follow her, though' de-
“firous of more Difcourfe with her ; but laid him{elf
down on the fame Place fhe rofe from, and after
recolle@ting the Words fhe had fung, writ them
down in his Pocket-Book, and examined them with
great Attention. ¢ *Tis but lately (faid he to him-

< felfy that fhe has feen this Conftantio, with whom
¢ fhe is fo much enamoured’} how came I to bear
¢ the fame Name, and not alio'to enjoy the fame
« good Fortune? Alas! how coldly the looked at
<« me? She fhewed more indifference than when
firft I faw her; her greateft Care has been to find
¢ out a Pretext to get away from me.’  With thefe
tormenting ‘Thoughts he racked his afli¢ted Soul,
unable to comprehend that a fimple Shephedefs

thould
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fhould not have the leaft Inclination to a great
Prince. When he returned to the Palace, he fent
for a young Lad, with whom he ufed to divert him-
{elf fometimes, who was both of Birth and F afhion,
and one of the Prince’s Attendants; he ordered
him to drefs himfelf like a Shepherd, to feed a
Flock of Sheep in the Queen’s Meadows, and to-
obferve Conftantia, without being in the leaft fuf-
petted by her. Mirzain (which was his Name) too
defirous to pleafe his Mafter to negle& any dppor-
tunity, promifed to acquit himfelf the beft he could,
and prepared himfelf againft the next Morning ;
when he was admitted, by fhewing an Order from.
the Prince, and faying he was his Shepherd. He
was gallant, and found it no difficult Matter to.
render himfelf pleafing to the Shepherdefies ; bat
for Conftantia, he difcovered in her an Air of Pride-
above what fhe feemed to be, which made him think
.the Country Life fhe led could not be agreeable to-
fo much Wi, Beauty, and Merit: He followed
her, but all in vain, 2nd found her always alone at
the Bottom of the Wood, finging an Air which
fhe feemed very much fo delight in. He could
meet with no Shepherds thatr durft undertake to
make any Addrefs, {o difficult it appeared to pleafe
her ; however, Mirtain attempted 1t, was always
near, offered her fome little Services, but found by
Experience, that fhe would not enter into any En-
gagement.

Every Night he gave the Prince an Account of
the Sitnation of Affairs, all which contributed tos
his Defpair. ¢ Deceive not yourfelf, my Lord,.
¢ (faid he one Day to him, this beautiful Damfel is.
¢ certainly in Love : but then it is with one of her
* own Country. If {o (replied the Prince) why

know (added Mirtain, but fhe may have fome
Reafons that may oppofe it?” Perhaps the may
e
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fthould fhe not return home:” ¢ How do we °
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be enraged againft her Lover.” Alas! (cried
the Prince) the Words I heard her fing were ute
tered with too much Tendernefs ; however, learn
her Sentiments of me, fpeak both well and i1l of
me: By that means thou mayeft come to know
her Thoughts.” Mirtain failed not to get an
Opportunity of Difcourfe with Conftantia, and
- among. other Things, faid, ¢ Fair Shepherdeis,
¢ what is the Matter with you? You feem melan-
choly, notwithftanding all thofe Reafons you have
to be otherwife.” ¢ Pray, (faid fhe) what are
thofe Reafons? I am here a Stranger, reduced
to keep Sheep, and hear no News from my
Friends ; where is the Agreeablenels of all
this 2 < But then (replied he) you are the moft
amiable Perfon in the World ; you have a great
Share of Wit, a ravifhing Voice, and a Beauty
not to be equalled.” ' < Though I am Miftrefs of
all thefe (faid fhe, fetching adeep Sigh) of what
Advantage are they to me#’ ¢ What then (re-
plied Mirtain) you are ambitious, you think
none but Kings and Princes are happy ! Be con-
vinced of this Miftake ; I belong to the Prince
Conftantio, and notwithftanding the Inequality
_of our Stations, am {ometimes nigh his Perfon,
and can obferveand penctrate into the Ations of
his Soul, and know full well he is not happy.’
Alas! (faid the Princefs) what can trouble his
Repofe ;’ ¢ A fatal Paffion (anfwered Mirtain, )’
He is in Love (replied fhe with fome concern )
alas! I pity him: But what do I fay (confinued
fhe, bluthing) he is too lovely, not to deferve a
Return.’ ¢he dares not flatter himfelffair Shep-
herdefs (faid Mirtain ; but if you would give
him Eafe asto that Point, ycur Words would
have more Effet upon him than any other Per-
fon’s.” < It is noways proper for me (faid (he)

- to concern myfelf with the Affairs of fq great a
: ¢ Prinece g
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¢ Prince; and thofe you {peak to me of, are tox
* particular: Adien, Mirtain (leaving him fud<
¢ denly) if you would oblige me, fpeak no more
¢ of your Prince, nor his Amours.” : 2

Thus the left Mirtain, though noways infenfible

of the Merit of his Prince; for from the firft Time

‘the faw him, fhe had never been abls to blot him

ouat of her Thoughts: And without this fecret
Charm which detained her againft her own Defire,
it is certain fhe would have endeavoured to find out
the Sowereign Fairy. Befides, it may be expefted

- that that knowing Perfon, who could not be ig-

norant of all that paffed, fhould come to look after
her; but that lay not in her Power ; after the Giant
had found the Princefs, fhe was forced to fubmit to
Fortune for a cetain Time, infomuch that the Fairy
was contented to come and fee her ina Sun-beam,
againft which Conftantia could not look ftedfattly
enough to difcern her, :
Conftantia perceived with Rage that the Prince
had neglected her, and that this fecond View was
entirely owing to Chance, that conducted him to
the Place where fhe was fat Singing: fhewas vexed
with herfelf for the Sentiments fhe entertained of
him ; and if it is poflible to love and hate at the
tame Time, I may fay fhe hated becaufe fhe loved
too much, Ru/om was the only Witnefs of the Tears
fhe fhed fecretly : fometimes fhe would confels her
Grief to him, as if he was capable of underftand-
ing; and whenever he fkipped or played among
the other Sheep, the would cry out, ¢ Take care,
¢ Rufon, left Love inflame thee, which without a
¢ Return, is the greateft of all Misfortunes,” Thefe
Refleétions were followed by a Thoufand Reproaches
the made herfelf, for the Love fhe bore to a Prince
that appeared fo indifferent, whom fhe was ftriving
to forget ; when the found him retired to that agree-
able Shade, to think with more Freedom on the
Shepherdefs

e
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Shepherdefs from whom he flew. There furprized
with Sleep he lay upon the Grafs, when fhe came
and faw him: Her Paffion encreafed, and fhe
could not forbear making thefe Words true, which
were the Caufe of the Prince’s Difquiet.  But then;
what were her Torments, when Mirtain told her,
Conftantio was in love # Whatever Reftraint fhe put
upon herfelf, fhe could nothelp changing her Coun-
tenance; at which Mirtain, whofe Bufinefs it was
toobferve all her A&ions, was not a littleoverjoyed
and ran to acquaint his Mafter. The Prince, who
- was not at that Time fo much difpofed to flatter
himfelf as his Confidant, fancied he faw nothing
but Indifference in all the Proceedings of that Shep-
herdefs, and accufed the happy dnd beloved Con-
flantia,” The next Morning he went w find her
out: She no focner faw him, but fhe fled from
him, as if he had heen a Lion or a Tyger, think-
ing Flight the only Remedy that was left her: For
fince her Converfation with Mirtain, fhe thought
fhe ought not to negleét the recovering of her
Heart again, and that the only Means to fucceed
therein, was to aveid him. But what became of
Coniftantio, when his Shepherdefs, left him fo fud-
denly ? ¢ Youfee faid he to Mirtain, who ftood by
-him) the happy Effeés of what you have dene ;
« Conftantia hates mej ! dare not follow her to know
¢ her Sentiments.” ¢ Alas! 8ir (replied Mirtain)
s you fhew too much Refpeé for a Country Girl ;
¢ If you think fit, I will go and order her to come
¢ to you,” Ah! Mirtain (cried the Prince) thou
¢ art a Confident, nat a Lover ; my Thoughts are
€
£
€
£
€

-

entirely bent upon pleafing that lovely Damfel;
I have difcovered a Politenefs in her, that 1 am
fure thofe rough Ways of yours mufl be difagrec-
able to, and chufe rather to endure my Pains,
than difpleafe her.” As he made an end of thefe
- Words, he went away feized with a Melancholy

' deep
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deep enough to move the Pity of an Heart lefs in-

- terefled than Conftantia’s, As foon as he was gone,

#he returned, to have the Satisfacion of fitting on
the fame 8pot of Ground he had flood on. ¢ It
* was bere (faid fhe) that he flopped ; it was from
* hence that he looked at me ; but, alas! in all

¢ thefe Places he has fhewn but too much indiffe-

¢ rence for me, and comes only to enjoy the more

‘ Freedom of his Thoughts on his beloved Mif.

* trefs: But what Reafon have I to complain ?
¢ How is it poflible he fhould engage himfelf to a
* Girl that he thinks fo much beneath him #’ Some-
times fhe was for informing him of her Adven-
tures 3 but the Severeign Fairy had forbid her fo
abfolutely never to {peak of them, that her Qbedi-
eace prevailed, and fhe refolved to keep them
fecret, ;

Some Days after the Prince came again, and the

avoided him as much as before ; upon which he was

very much grieved, and ordered Mirtain to go and

load her with Reproaches from him ; which fhe

pretended fhe did not underftand, but at laft con-
fented to fee his Mafter. Which Words were no
{ooner out of her Mouth, but Mivtain ran to ac-

quaint the Prince, who longed with impaticnce for

the Approach of the next Morning. It no fooner
appeared, but he went to find his lovely Shepher-
defs ; fhe feemed at the firit Sight of him, {peech-
lefs and confufed, and much more fo when he de-
clared his Paflion: And notwithftanding her Defire
of believing him, fhe was afraid of being deceived,
thinking, that he locked upon her no otherwife
than as fhe appeared to be, might only divert and
pleafe himfelf, by making a Declaration no way's
fuitable to a poor Shepherdefs. Enraged at this
Thought, fhe became more proud, and received all
the Affurances of his Paflion with a Coldnefs that
confirmed all his Sufpicions, Upon which he faid,

« | {ee
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I fee you are engaged : Some happy Swain has
known how to charm you ; but bear me Witnefs,
Heaven ! if 1 find him out, he fhall feel the Ef-
feéts of all my Rage.” ¢ Sir (replied fhe) I afk
no Favour for any one ; and if you knew but the
Sentiments of my Heart, you would find them
different from what you think them to be.” Ag
thefe Words the Prince conceived fome Hopes ; but
thofe were foon deftroyed by the Converfation they
had afterwards ; for fhe protefted her Indifference
was not to be overcome ; and that fhe was very
fenfible the could aeverlove. Thefe Words again
caft him into an inexpreflible Grief, which he con-
ftrained as much as poffible, that fhesmight not
perceive it. In fhort, whether through the Vio-
lence he did himfelf, or the Excefs of his Paffion,
which was become ftronger, by the more Difficul-
ties that oppofed it, he fell fo dangeroufly 11, that
the Phyficians, not knowing the Caufe, defpaired
of his Recovery. Mirtain, who was by his Mafter
ordered to attend on, and follow Conftantia, told
her the difmal News, which fhe heard with a trou-

le and concern not to be conceived. He atked her
if the knew no Remedy for a Fever, and violent
Pains of the Head and Heart ; to which fhe replied
fhe knew ofone, confifling of fome Simples that {he
could gather, but that it depended moft on the
Manner of the Application. ¢ Will not you go to
the Palace (faid he) to adminifter 1t? ¢ No,
faid fhe bluthing) I am afraid it fhoall not fuc-
ceed,” ¢ How (continued he) can you neglect
any Thing to do us Service on this prefling Oc-
cafion i T always indeed thought you cruel and
hard-hearted, ‘but now find you a Thoufand
¢ Times more {o than I imagined.”  Thefe Re«
proaches of Mirtain’s created a Pleafure in Con-
{tantia, who was overjoved that he preffed her to
{ec the Prince ; for the gbtaining of which Sas
tisfaction
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- fattion alone, fhe boafted of a Remedy to eafe his

Pains. :

- Mirtain went and informed the Prince of all that
the Shepherdefs faid to him, and with what Ardour
the withed for his Health., < Ah! Mirtain (faid
¢ Conftantio, you intend to flatter me ; but I for-
¢ give you, and would willingly (durft I be de-
ceived) think that beautiful Maid has fome
Friendthip for me.. Go, and tell the Queen,
that one of her Shepherdefles hath a wonderful
Secret to cure me; get her Leave, and bring
this Charmer hither: Run, fly, for every Mo-
¢ ment feems an Age.” The Queen who had ne-
ver feen thgs Shepherdefs, faid, when Mirtain told
her of Conitantia, that the had no Faith in what
fuch ignorant Perfons pretended to know, and that
itwas idle Talk. < Certainly, Madam (faid Mir-
¢ tain) there is fometimes as much Eafe found in
¢ the Ule of fome Simples, as from the learned
* Prefcriptions of the moft eminent Phyficians ;
“ and the Prince is very defirous of trying what
this young Damfel propofes.” ¢« With all my
Heart, (faid the Queen) But if the does not Cure
him, I will ufe her fo, as fhe fhall never have
the Affurance to pretend to adminifter her Sim-
ples any more.” Mirtain went and gave his
Malter an Account of the Queen’s ill Humour.
‘The Prince cried out, that he was afraid Conftan-
tia {hould feel the Effets thereof, and ordered him
to go back to his Mother, to defire her, from him,
10 let that fair Maid ftay with her Sheep, ¢ What
¢ a Recompence (continued he) is this for her
« Pamns | The very Thoughts of it redouble my
¢ Difeale.” Mirtain acquitted himfelf of his Com-
miflion to the Queen, but as fhe ‘was naturally
hafty, fhe flew into a Paflion at the Ficklenefs of
his Refolution, ¢ I haye already fent for her, (faid
¢ fhe) Iffhe cures my Son, I fhall give her a Rc;

¢ war
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ward; if not, 1know what I have todo: Go, and
-« endeavour to divert him, for his Melancholy
¢ orieves me.” ' Mirtain obeyed, but acquainted
not his Mafter with the Reeeption he met with,
leaft his Fears for the Shepherdefs might do him a
Prejudice. The Paftures belonging to the Crown
_being nigh the Town, it was not long before fhe
came; befides thofe who are guided by Love, are
feldom flow. The Queen did not think fit to fee
“her, contenting herfelf with bidding her take care
what the'did, and afiuring her, if fhe did not cure the
Prince, ‘fhe fhould be put into a Sack, and thrown
‘into the River. At this Menace the beautiful
Princefs turned pale, and her blood ran chill in her
Veins, < Alas! (faid fhe to herfelf) I deferve this
'« Punifhment for the Lye I have told, when I
« hoafted of my Skill ? and I fear my Defire of
¢ feeing Conftantio, will not be afufficient Reafon
e for the Gods to protet me.’ Then hanging
down her Head the Tears ran trickling down her
fair Eyes. 'Thofe that were by, admired her fo
much, that they took her to be more like an Angel -
than a Mortal, and faid, fear nothing, lovely
Shepherdefs, your Eyes carry in' them Life and
Death; one Glance from them is able to recover
ovr young Prince: Go into his Chamber, dry
up your Tears, and apply your Remedy without
Fear:

This Manner of {peaking, together with her ex-
treme Defire to fee the Prince, infpired her with
fome Confidence. She begged Leave to go into
the Garden to gather what was neceflary for time
Cure, where fhe took fome Myrtle, Trefoil and
other Herbs and Flowers dedicated to Cupid and,
his Mother ; the Feathers of a Dove, fome Dropsof a
Pidgeon’s Blood, and called upon all the Deities
and Fairies for their Aid; and then trembling

: : more
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more than 2. Turtle when fhe fees a Kite hovering
over her Head, bid them condu& her to the Prin.
ce’s Chamber. When fhe came there, the found
him in Bed, his Face pale as Death, and his Eyes
languifhing.; but as foon as he faw her, fome
fireams of Celour flowed up into his Cheeks, which
fhe obferved with great Joy. ¢ Sir (faid the) I
¢ have often offered up my Prayers to Heaven for
the Recovery of your Health ; and my Zeal en-
‘gaged me to tell one of your Shepherds, that I
knew of a2 Remedy, which I would willingly
make ufe of to eafe you; but the Queen has
told me that if Heaven thould abandon me in this
Undertaking, fhe will put me to Death. Judge,
Sir, of my Fears, and be perfuaded that I am
more interefted in the Prefervation of your
Health, than my own Life.” «Fear nothing,
charming Shepherdefs (faid he) the favourable
Vows yeu made for my Life, will render it fo
dear to me, that all my endeavours fhall be to
preferve it.  Alas! how.can my Days be more
happy, when I remember what 1 heard you fing
of Conftantio ? Thofe fatal Words, and your Ri-
gour, have reduced me to the Condition you
{fee mein; but fair Shepherdefs, you bid me live,
and I will live for you.” It was with Difficulty
that Cenftantia concealed the Pleafure fo obliging
a Declaration created in her Soul, and fearing leit
fome Perfon might hear what the Prince faid to ber,
fhe atked him, if he would give her Leave to put
on a Bandage and Bracelets of the Herbs fhe had
gathered ; at which he held out his Arm in a ten-
der Manner, and fhe tied on one of the Bracelets
prefently, having fir performed fome little Ce-
remonies  to amufe the Prince’s Court. . The
Prince cried out a few Moments after, that he was
better ; and the Phyficians being called in, were
furprized at the Excellence of a Mcdicine, thcf}if-
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fedts of which were fo quick : But when they faw
the Shepherdefs that applied it, their Amazement
vanifhed ; and they faid one to another, that there
was more Virtue in one Look from her than all
their Medicines together. The Shepherdefs was fo
little affected with the Praifes they beftowed on
her, that thofe who knew her not, took that for
Stupidity which proceeded from a different Caufe ;
for fhe placed herfelf behind one of the Bed Cur-
tains, hiding herfelf from every one but her fick
Patient, whofe Head and Pulfe fhe often ftooped to
feel ; and in thofe little Opportunities they faid
thoufands of tender Things to each other. ¢ 1hope,
¢ Sir (faid fhe to him§j the Sack the Queen provided
¢ for to drown me in, will be put to a better Ufe,
¢ fince your Health, which is {o precious to me, is
¢ in a fair Way of being reftored.” ¢ 1t depends en-
¢ tirely upon you, lovely Conffantia (replied he) a
« little fhare in your Heart'will compleat both my
¢« Health and Happinefs.” He rofe foon after and
went to the Queen’s Apartment, who, when fhe
was told the Prince was coming, would not be-
lieve it, but was very much furprized to meet him
at her Chamber-Door. ¢ Whatis it you, my dear
¢ Child (cried fthe?) To whom am I obiiged for
¢ this #’ ¢ To your own Bounty, Madam, (replied
¢ he) in fending me the moft able” Perfon in the
¢ World; whom I defire you to recompence ac-
- cording to the Benefit I have received from her.’
¢ Never Mind that (faid the Queen in a carelefs
¢ Manner) She isa poor Shepherdefs who will
¢ think herfelf happy to keep my Sheep ; trouble
¢ not yourfelf about that.” 'The King coming in
juit upon this, and being told of the good News of
the Prince’s Recovery, and his being " with the
Queen ; as he was making towards that Apartment,
Conftantia was the firft Objeét that ftruck his Eyes:

Her Beauty, like the Sun fhining among the leffer-
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Lights, dazzled him fo much, that he was fome
'I'ime before he could afk thofe about him what fhe
was, and how long Goddefles had inhabited his
Palace ; at laft recovering himfelf, he went to-
wards her, and knowing her to be the Inchantrefs
that had cured his Son, embraced her, and told her
in a gallant Manner, that if he fhould be ill, he
would beg of her to cure him too, and then bid her
. follow him. 'The Amazement of the Queen, who
bad never feen her before, is not to be exprefled ;
the gave a great Shriek, and fell into a Fit, look-
ing all the ‘Time with an enraged Eye on the
Shepherdefs. . Conftantio and Conftantia were both
frighted; the King knew not what to attribute it
to, and the whole Court were in the utmoft Con-
fternation :, When at laft the Queen came toherfelf
again, the King afked often what was the Caufe,
but fhe diffembling her Uneafinefs, faidic was only
the Vapours: At whichthe Prince who knew bet-
ter, was very much concerned. She bid the Shep-
herdefs, with fome feeming Sort of Kindnefs, to
ftay ; telling her that fhe defigned her'to look afier

the Flowers in her Parterre; which employ the -

Princefs was very much pleafed with, to think fhe,
migit have am Opportenity of fceing Conftuntio
every Day.

_Some Time after, theKing obliged the Queento
go with him into his Clofet, where -he afked her
tenderly what vexed her. ¢ Alas! (cried fhe) I
dreamed ¢ that my Son was married to a young
< Shepherdefs ; and though I never faw this young
¢ Girl in my Life before, yet 1 have fo ftrong an
Idea of her Perfon in my Dream, that I knew
her again as foon as I fixed my Eyes on her, and
fhall be very much’ deceived it this {forry Country
Girl does not give me great Caufe to be affliled.’
You give too much way (faid the King) to fuch
Fancies: 1 would advife you not to aét upon fuch

Principles :
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¢ Principles: Send this Shepherdefs back to her
¢ Flock, and do not grieve yourfelf with fuch a ri-
¢ diculous Conceit.’ >

This Advice of the King’s was no Ways accept-
able to the Quéen, who, inftead of following 1t
applied herfelf to penetrate into her Son’s Senti-
ments of Conftantia. The Prince took all Oppor-
tunities that offered, to {ee her ; and as it was her
Bufinefs to look after the Flowers, he fancied that
every Time fhe touched them they appeared more
beautiful: Rufen was ftill her Companion: To
him, though he could not anfwer her, fhe would
be often talking of the Prince: and whenever he
approached towards her fi€ was fo embarafled, that
her Eyes plainly difcovered the Secrets of her Soul;
at which, the overjoyed Prince would-fay all the
tender Thingsa violent Paffion could infpire. The
Queen, on the Credit of her Dream, and much
more on the Account of Conftantia’s incomparable
Beauty, could not fleep in Quiet, but rofe before
Day, and hid herfelf behind tire Palifadoes, and at
the Bottom of a Grotto, to hear her Son’s Difcourfe
with that fair Maid ; but as they were both fo
wife as to talk low, .the could gather-nothing to
fupport.her Sufpicions, which made her the more
uneafy. She looked on the Prince with the utmoft
Diidain, and was in continual Fear, Night and
Day, left that Shepherdefs fhould afcend the
‘I'hrone. ,

Conftantio had as ftri&t a Guard upon himfelf as
poffible ; but neverthelefs every Body almott per-
ceived his Love of Conflantia; for whenever he
peaifed her, through his wonted Cuftom of admiring
her, orfound Fault with her, he did both like an
interefted Perfon: And for Comptantia, the alio
could not forbear fpeaking of the Prince to her
Companions ; and as fhe often fung thofe Words
fhe made for him, the Queen who heard her, was

>
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no lefs furprized at her captivating Voice, than at
the Subjeét of her Poetry. < What have I done,
¢ juft Heavens (faid fhe) to be punifhed in the
¢ moft fenfible Manner? Alas! I defigned my
¢ Son for my Niece, and to my mortal Grief, fee
¢ him engaged to a Wretch, who may, perhaps,
¢ make him guilty of Difobedience.’

While fhe was afli@ing herfelf after this Manner,
and ruminating upon a thoufand furious Projecs to
punith Conftantia, for being fo beautiful and
charming, Love made a farther Progrefs in the
Hearts of the two Young Lovers. Conftantia con-
vinced of the Sincerity of the Prince, could no
longer conceal her Birth and Sentiments from him.
A Confeflion {o tender, and fo particular a Confi-
dence, ravithed him fo much with Joy, that if they
had been in any other Place befides the Queen’s
Garden, he would have caft himfelf at her Feet to
thank her. His Paflion was no longer to be re-
fifted ; he loved Conftantia when a Shepherdefs,
and ‘we may eafily believe adored her when he
knew her Rank: And if a Princefs wanderin
through the World, fometimes as a Shepherdefs,
and fometimes a ‘Gardener, might feem extraor-
dinary, atthat Time thofe Things were very com-
mon ; and the Princefs’s Air and Manner of Ad-
drefs were convincing Proofs of the Sincerity of her
Words.

Conftantio, moved by Love and Efteem, fivore an
eternal Fidelity to the Princefs, as the did al{o to
him, promifing to marry as foon as they fhould
obtain the Cenfent of thofe whom Daty required
them to demand it of. The Queen perceived the
Strength of his growing Paflion, and was more
fenfible of it, when one Day her Confident, who
defired nothing more than to find fomething to
gain her Favour by, came to tell her, that Con-
ftantia fent Rufon every Morning into the Prince’s

Apartment,
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Apartment, and that that Sheep carried two Bafkets
full of Flowers, and that Mirtain led him. The
Queen, at this News loft all Patience, and as fhe
knew which Way poor Rufon was to pafs, waited
for him ; and notwithftanding AMirrain’s Prayers
and Intreaties, carried him into her Chamber :
Where fhe tore the Bafkets and Flowers_in Pieces,
and found in alarge Lilly a Piece of Paper cu-
rioafly wrapped up by Conftantia, wherein fhe re-
proached the Prince with the Dangers he expofed
himfelf to in Huating. The Lines were thus:

In the midft of all my Foy,
Chilling Fears croud on apace,

Anxious Cares my Breaft invade,
While you purfue the Chace.

Tell me, ye Powers, awherein confif?
"~ Thofe Charms that thus engage ;
Charms that can my Prince invite,

And rempt his Godlike Rage,

Turn! O turn! your conquering Arms,
Againfl more yielding Hearts ;

Wolwves and Bears fly from your Spears,
The Fair embrace your Darts,

While the Queen was venting her Rage againft

- the Shepherdefs, Mirtain went to give his Mafter
an Accoant of what had happened. The Prince
uneafy thereat, ran into his Mother’s Chamber 5
who at that Time was going to the King’s, to tell
him. ¢ Behold, Sir (faid fhe) the noble Inclina-
¢ tions of your Son; heis in Love with the Shep-
¢ herdefs that pretended to cure him, Alas! (con-
¢ tinued fhe) fhe knew how too well ; ’twas Love
¢ inftru@ed her : She has reftored him to Health,
¢ to make him more miferable ; and if we do not

1553 prevent
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prevent the Misfortune with which we are
threatened, my dream will prove but too true.’

You are naturallv too fevere (faid the King) and
would have your Son think of no other Perfon, but
the Princefs you deﬁgn to marry him to; you

muft indulge his Years.” ¢ [ cannot bear (cried

the Qxeen) your taking his Part, you can never
find Fault with him ; all that [ afk of you is, ta
confent that I fend him from Court for fome
Time ; Abfence may ‘have more Effe& than all
my Arguments.” The King, was a Man that

loved 2 quiet Life, agreed to what his Queen de-
iired ; and fhe returned back to her own Apart-
ment. where fhe found the Prince waiting for her
with the utimoft Impatience. ¢ Child (faid fhe to

Ly

him, before he could {peak to her) the King has
been fhewing me a Letter from the King my
Brother, wherein he begs of him to fend you to
his Court, that you may contraét a Friendfhip
with the Princefs his D“agnter, whom we have
a Defign you fhall muny, it being proper you

Jhall Judge of each other’s Merit, and engage

yoir AffeCtions.’ ¢ Malam (rep'ied the Prince)
1 alk nothing fo particularin my Favour ; neither
is it cuftomary tor Princes to go on imh Occa-
fions, and to confult their Hearts before Reafons
of State= My Obedience fhall be the fame whe-
ther the Perfon be beautiful or deformed, witty
or otherwife.”. ¢ 1 underftand you,-Reprobate,
(faid fhe ina Paffion) you love a bafe Shepher-
defs, and are afraid of leaving her; but you
fhall, or {ee her die before your Face : But if you
are ready to go, and will endeavour to forget her,
1’1l keep her here, and love her as much as now
Ihate.” The Princewhoturned as pale as Death,

reafoned with himfelf what to do in this Urgency,
he knew his Mother to be a moft cruel and revenge-
ful Princefs, and fezued left his Oppofition might

exal] perate
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_exafperate her fo much, that his dear Miftrefs
would feel the Effe@s of her Refentment.  In fhort,
being clofely prefled, he confented at laft, like one
who confents to drink a Glafs of Poifon ; and no
fooner had given his Word, but he left his Mother;
and retarned to his own .Apartment, with a Heart
fo opprefled, that he thought he {hould die. He
told the faithful Miriain his Afli&ion ; and impa-~
tient to let his Conftantia know the Caufe of 1t,
went to the Grotto, where fhe fed gencrally to re-
tire from the Heat, of the Sun, to comb her deli-
cate Locks, and adjuft herfelf. There he found
her fiting on the Grafs by a Brock-fide, which fell
from the Height of a Rock, with her Feet in the
Water, the agreeable Murmurs of which, together
with the Fatigue of her Work, having invited her
infenfibly- to tafte the Sweets of a gentle Sleep.
Her Eyes, though clofed, preferved a thoufand
Beauties; her long black Eye-lathes fet off the
Whitenels of her Skin; the Loves and~(races
{eemed to furround her, and Modefty and Sweet-
nefs to augment her Charms, The amorous Prince
remembered, that the firt Time be faw her it was
afleep ; but fince then; his Sentiments of her were
become fo tender, that he would willingly have
 furrendred up half his Life, to enjoy the other half
with her: He gazed upon her fome Time, with
a Pleafure that fufpended his Grief'; then running
over all her Beauties, difcovered her Foot as white
as Snow, which he could not forbear admiring,
and approaching nearer, fell on his Knees, and
_took her by the Hand : Upon which fhe waked,
~ {eeming vexed that he thould fee her bare Foot, and
hid it with a Blufh upon her Cheeks, furpafling the
Rofe opening to the Morning Sun, But, alas ! of
what continuance was it? ‘She obferved a deep
Melancholy in the Prince’s Face, and faid to him,
frighted ; © What is the Matter with you, Sin, 4
L. 4 ¢ know
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¢ know by your Eyes you are troubled.’ -« Ahi
¢ who can be otherwife my dear Princefs? (faid he,
¢ thedding fome Tears.) We muft part : I muft go
and leave you expofed to my Mother’s Rage ; fhe
knows the Love I bear to you: The Billet you
fent me fell into her Hands, and, the, infenfible
of my Grief, is fending me to the King her Bro-
ther.” ¢ What’s this you tell me, Prince ! (cried

AN A A a
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neceflary to preferve my Life | How could you
imagine fuch Means ? Let me die rather before

* your Eyes, than live without you.’

- So tender a Difcoutfe could not fail of being ac-
companied and interrupted by Sighs and Tears :
‘the two young Lovers never knew nor forefaw
the Cruelties of Abfence before; they fwore a
thoufand Times never to change, and the Prince
promifed a quick Return, affaring her, that he
would affront both his Ulicle and his Daughter,- fo
23 to meke them lay afide all Thoughts of an Al-
hance. ¢ I will ftrive (faid he) to difpleafe the
¢ Princefs, and I am fure I thall {facceed.” ¢ Then
¢ you muft not fhew yourfelf (faid Conftantia) for
¢ if you do, you will pleafc in fpite of yourfelf.’
‘Then they cried again bitterly, looking at each c-
ther with a piercing Grief, and making fuch reci-
‘prceal Promifes, that if they had any Comfort, it
was in the affurance of their Love and Fidelity,
Tn this melting Converfation the Time ran away fo
fait, that it was dark Night before they thought of
parting ; when the Queen having a Mind to fet-
tle the Prince’s Equipage withhim, fent to Mirtaisn
to acquaint his Mafter with it, whem he found at
his Miftrefs’s Feet, holding one of her Hands be-
tween his. As foon as they faw him, they were
both fo ftruck, that they could not fpeak : How-
ever he delivered the Queen’s Meflage to the
Prince ; who durft not difobey her Commands, buLf
took

"N oa w

fhe, you are going to leave me, as the Means.
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took his Leave of the Princefs. The Quetn, when
the faw him, found him fo melancholy, and fomuch
altered, that, guefling at the Caufe of it, fhe
would not fpeak. Neverthelefs, every Thing was
prepared with the fame Diligence, while he was
altogether taken up with his Pafiion. He made
Mirtain 1o ftay at Court, to fend him News of the
" Princefs, with whom he left a great many rich
Jewels, to ferve in Cafe of Neceflity. The Defpair
of ouar Lovers is not to be exprefled, when the
Prince went: And if any Thing mitigated it, it was
the Hopes of feeing each other foon again. “Twas
then Conftantia was moft fenfible of the Greatnefs
of her Misfortune, of being the Daughter of a rich
and powerful King, and in the Hands of a cruel
Queen, who had fent away her Sen for fear of her,
who was no ways his inferior.
The Queen now overjoyed that her fon was
gone, applied herfelf to the intercepting all his
Letters ; {ucceeded therein, and knew Mirtain to
be his Confidant, whom, thereapon, fhe ordered
under a falfe Pretext to be arrefted, and fent to a
di‘mal Prifon. ~The Prince, when he heard of it,
was very much enraged, and writ Letters to the
King and Queen to demand his Favourite’s Li-
berty ; butall his Inftances had no Effet. But this
was not ail, for one Morning when the . Princefs
rofe to gather fome Flowers, according to cuftom,
tor the Queen’s Toilet, fhe faw the faithful Ru/fon
who went before her, come trembling to her, and
advancing forwards to fee what was the Cavle,
_heard a hifing of Snakes, and was furrounded by
Toads, Vipers, Scorpeons, Afpicks, and Adders,
which made many vain Leaps at her, and always
tell down again upon the fame {pot of Ground.
Notwithanding the Fright fhe was in, fhe could
not but take notice of this Prodigy, and could at-
tribute it to nothing bat a Ring given by her Lover,
' L s VW hich
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Which ‘way foever fhe turned; thofe venemous
Animals fled before her; the Alleys and all the
Flower Beds were full of them, infomuch, that the
beautiful Conftantia knew not what would become
of her; and faw the Queen at her Window laugh-
ing, and from thence judged, it was in vain to
flatter herfelf with any Expe@ation of Afliftance
Arom her Orders. I know I muf die (faid fhe
‘courageaufly) thefe Monfters came not here of
themfelves, but havebeen brought by the Queen’s
Command, who is come herfelf to be a Speétator
of the deplorable End of my Life, which has
‘hitherto been fo unhappy, that I have no Reafon
to be fond of'it, but it I do in fome Meafure re-
gret the Lofs of it, the juft Gods can witnefs on
¢ what ‘Account it is.” After this the advanced
boldly forwards: the Snakes, &c. made off from
her as faft as fhe made towards them ; and {o fthe
got out of the Garden : At which fhe was as much
amazed as the Queen, who had beena long Time
providing thefe dangerons Creatures to deftroy her,
thinking that her Son would belicve her Death ac-
cidental, and fhe by this means thould fkreen her-
felf fromhis Reproaches : But this Projett failing,
fhie had recourfe to this other.
There lived at the farther Side of a large Foreft,
a Fairy, whofe Abode was rendered inacceflible by
Elephants “that devoured all Travellers ; with this
Fairy the Queen had apreed, thatif any Perfon
fhould come from her unhurt, todend them back
-again with fomewhat that would be fure tokill them.
Her other Plot mifcarrying, fhe fent for Conftantia,
.and ordered her to po thither with a Mefluage fhe
gave her. The Princefs who knew the Queen
would be abfolutely obeyed, prepared to fet out for
the dungerous Journey the was to undertake ; and
refleting on the Dangers the had heard her Com-
panions teil of, flte remembered that an old Shep-
herdefs
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Lordefs had faid -that thofe Elephants were very
gentle whea they faw either a Sheep or a Lamb :
“nd that when the Fairy fent the burning Girdleto
the Queen, for fear left the Queen thould make
her puc it on, fhe had faftened it upon feveral T'rees
which it fired, tillit had loft all it’s Force; but
little thought when fhe heard ‘this Story, that it
might one Day be {erviceable toher. In fhort {he
took Rufen, and {et forwards on her Journey ; and
the Queen, who was mighty well pleafcd thercat,
could not forbear telling the King that they fhould
never fee the hated Objet of their Son’s Aflections
any more, fince fhe had fent her to the Forelt,
whence fhe could never return. Upon which the
King told her the was too revengeful, and that he
could not bat have fome Regret for the Death of fo
beautiful a Creature. - . .

- In the mean time Conftantiaarrived at the Foreft,
and was prefently furrounded by the Efephants ; but
thofe dreadful Creatures no fooner faw Rufon, but
they carefled him with their Trunks as gently as
_ the fineft Lady' could with her fair Hand : Andthen
the Princefs fearing left they fiould feparate their
Interefts, took Rufom in her Arms, and which Way
foever fhe turned, always prefented him, and by
that means reached the Fairy’s Abode, the Rude-
nefs and Defolation of which frightened ber, as
much as the old Woman herfelf, who in all Refpetts
anfwered her dwelling Place. ¢ What - 1s 1t you
¢ want, fair Maid? (faid fhe.) To which the
¢ Princefs rcplicd,. that the Queen prefented her
Duty and Service to her,-and defired her to {end
the Girdle of Friéadhip.” ‘She fhall not be
denied (faid the old Fairy, I know it is for you.”
And then putting her Hand into a Long Pocket fhe
wore by her Side, pulledouta Girdle of Blue Vel-
vet, and gave it her, faying, -¢ This ‘Girdle will
» make you moft exquifitely beautiful, provided
3 L6 ¢ you

- LN -~
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¢ youwear it as foon as you are in-the Forefi.®

onftantia made a Courtefy, and thanked her;
and then took up Rufon, who was as ufeful as be-
fore : However, fhe did not forget to put the
Girdle of Fiiendthip about a Tree, which imme-

(diately was all in Flames ; and after that, the girt:

it about feveral, till all its Virtue was fpent ; and
at laft came back to Court very much tired. The
Queen was {o furprized when the faw her, that fhe
could not fpeak for along Time, and when fhe re-
covered herfelf, told her that fhe was a falfe faucy
Baggage, for that the had not been with the Fairy.
Conftantia affirmed fhe bad, and that fhe had
brought the Girdle of Friendfhip ; upon which the
Queen afked her if fhe had put it on; and the o-
ther replied it was too rich for a poor Shepherdefs
fo wear. . No, no (faid the Queen) I give it you
¢ for your Pains, be fure to gird it about your
¢ Waift; but tell me what you met with in your
“ Travels.” Hereupon Conftantia told her how
* the had met with Elephants fo fenfible and tame,
that fhe could not but admire them ; that the Foreft
icemed like their Kingdom, wherein fome paid
great Refpe& to others; and the ueen, though
vexed at this. Relation, yet difguifed her Rage,

beping the Girdle would compleat her Defires.
Conftantia retired to her Chamber, where fhe
bewailed the Abfence of her dear Prince, to whom
the durft not write, becaufe the Queen had Spies
abroad thatintercepted all Letters and Mefiengers.
¢ Alas! Conftantio (faid he) you will fhortly hear
¢ difmal News of me ;. you fhould not have gone,
* and left me expofed to your Mother’s Violences -
‘ you would have defended me ; or received my laft
¢ Sighs ; whereas I am now in the Power of her
¢ Tyranny, and have none to comfort me.” 'The
next Morning fhe went with the Girdle about her
Waift, to work in the Garden as ufual 5 where fhe
found
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found the fame venemous Creatures again, which
her Ring fecured her from. And when the Queen
perceived her gathering her Flowers, andwell ; fhe
burft out into an Extravagancy of Paffion ¢« What
¢ Power (cried fhe) interpofes in this Shepherdels’s
< Behalf? By her Beauty the has bewitched my
¢ Son, and by her Simples reftored him his Health,
¢ and can walk unhurt in the midft of Adders and
¢ Afpicks. The Elephants were tame and gentle
¢ at the Sight of her; and the Girdle that fhould
¢ burn and confume her, fervesonly to-adorn her;
¢ Therefore I muft ufe fome other Means.” There-
upon fhe fent the Captain of her Guards, inwhom
fhe could confide, to the Port, to fee if there were
any Veflels ready to fail fora Jong Voyage; and ~
Lie returned and told her there was one which was
defigned to fail the Beginning of the Night. This
N:ws was very agreeable to the Queen, who im-
< mediately fent for the Mafter to come and buy a
¢ beautiful Slave; whowhen he came to the Palace,
and faw Conftantia (who knew nothing of what was
in Agitation) in the Garden, was fo furprized with
the Charms of this incomparable Maid, that the
Queen, who was very covetous, took the Advan-
tage of it and fold her at a confiderable Price. It
happened that Night that Conftantia retired very
early to her Chamber, to amufe and indulge her
Thoaghts on Conftantio, and to anfwer a Letter of
his which fhe had by fome Stratagem received , the
which fhe was reading when the Queen entered the
Room, followed by the Captain of the Guards
and two Mutes, who flopped her Mouth with a
Jandkerchief, and carried her away. Ru/fon would
have followed his dear Miftrefs, but the Queen
- catched hold of him, and prevented him:; fearing
feft his Bleating might difcover what fhe had a mind
fhould be done privately. And thus Conftantia
having none to aflift her, was tranfported aboard

the Veflel, which hoifted Sail immediately after.
Here
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Here we muft leave her to the Mercy of the Sea,
her new Mafter, and to cruel Nortune: for the
Sovereign Fairy could not prevail with Fate in her
Favour : And all the could do, was to follow her
anfeen in a dark Cloud. In the mean Time the
Prince Conftantio, wholly taken up with his Paflion;

paid no Regard to the Princefs that was defigned

him ; and though he was naturally the moft pohte
Prince in the VVorld, was gutlty of feveral rude and
unmannerly Actions, which the often complained
of to her Father, who reproved his Nephew for it,
and {o the Match went rather off than came on.
At this very Nick of Time the Queen thought fit to
write to the Prince, tolet him know that Conftan-
tia was at the Point of Death ; which News created
fo much Grief in the Prince, that without obferv-
ing any Ceremonies of taking his Leave; he fet out
with all Sp2cd to come and fee her, but notwith-
ftanding all his hatte came too late : Forthe Queen
forefeeing that he would return as foon a5 he received
her Letter, had for feveral Days before caufed a
Report to be given out that Conftantia was very
ill-; sand fometime - after, another, that 4he was
dead ; ; and to confirm it, buried a Figure of Wax:
And to convince the Prince the more of the Truth
of it, rcleafed Mirtain outof Prifon to aflift at the
Funeral of this charming Maid, who was regretted
by all the Court, and for the Lofs of whom the

Queen, on her Son’s Account, fecmed to be under

fome Concern.

‘The Prince arrived foon after in all the Fears and
Uncafinefs imaginable ; and when he entered firft
the City, impatient to know how his dear Con-
ftantia did, happening to alk’ fome People who
knew him not, and being toid fhe was dead, he
fell from his Horfe fen: elefsand fpeechlefs ; and
being known by the Crowd which gathered about
bim to be the l’rx"ce, he was camed for dead to

the
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Palace. The King was fenfibly touched with the
miferable Condition of his Son ; but the Queen was
‘prepared before hand, believed that Time and the
Lofs of his' moft tender Hopes might cure him:
But he was too deeply affeéted to admit of any
Comfort. His Griet, inftead of diminifhing, in-
creafed every Moment, and he kept his Room fe-
-veral Days, without feeing or hardly fpeaking to
any one ; when one Day opprefled with his Sorrow,
he went ‘into the Queen’s Apartment with Tears
in his-Eyes, his Face as meagre and as pale as
Death, and told her fthe had been the Caufe of his
beloved Conftantia’s Death, and that fhe would
fhortly be punifhed for the {ame, fince he was re-
folved to die alfo, and wounld go to the Place where
fhe was buried.- The Queen, unable to diffuade
him from it, refolved to go'with him herfelf'to a
Wood planted with Cyprefs, where fbe had raifed
a Tomb over her. When the Prince came there,
he faid all the tender and compaflionate Things
any Man could invent, which made the Queen,
_notwithftanding her nataral hardnefs of Heart, melt
into Tears; Mirtain took on as much as his Mafter,
and all that heard him fhared in his Affli¢tion. At
laft, all on a fudden, enraged with the Difappoint-
ment of his Paflion, he drew his Sword, and ap-
pfoaching the marble Monument, had killed him-
{elf, if the Queen, and Mirtain had not held his
Arm. ¢ No, (cried he) nothing fhall prevent my
¢ dying, and being with my dear Princefs.” 'The
Name of Princefs furprized thesQueen, and had
amade her fancy he raved, had he not {poke ration-
.ally in:other Things. She afked him why he
called Conflantia a Princefs ; to which he anfwered,
becaufe ke was one, and Sovereign of the Kingdom
of Defarss. '« Well Child- (faid the Queen) fince
¢« Conftantia is of Birth {uitable to yours, comfort
s yourfclt,. fheis not dead ? for now 1 maft own to

you
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¢ you to mitigate your Grief, I have fold her to a
¢ Merchant for a Slave.” < Ah! (cried the Prince)
¢ what you tell me 1s only to fufpend my Defign of
¢ Dying ; but my Refolution 1s fixed, nothing
¢ thall hinder it.” ¢ Then (faid the Queen) your
-« own Eyes muft convince you of the Truth of my
¢ Words.” And thereupon fhe ordered the Figure
-of Wax to be dug up. The Prince as foon as he
faw it believed it to be the Body of the lovely Prin-
cefs, and fainted away, they endeavoured to bring
him to himfelf again, but all in wvain: The

ueen affured him fhe was not dead ; but after the
Trick fthe had played him, he could not believe
her, till Mirtain, whom he knew loved him, and
who was not capable of telling him a Lye, con-
firmed it.

From that Moment the Prince found fome Eafe,
becaufe of all Misfortunes Death is the moft terri-
ble ; and he might yet flatter himfelt with the
Hopes of feeing her again: But then he knew not.
where to {eek her, nor who the Merchant was, who
never made the leaft Mention whither he was bound.
All thefe were great Difliculties, but what are thofe,
true Love will not furmount ? The Prince chofe

srithing, in purfuing the Ravithers a thoufand
Times before living without her, and reproached
the Queen as often for her Cruelty ; telling her fhe
might repent ‘of what fhe had done fince he was
refolved to go, and never come back again. The
afiiGed Mother calt her Arms about her Son’s
Neck, wet his Face with her Tears, and conjured
him, by the Regard he had to his Father’s and
Mother’s Years, and the Love and Friendfhip he
:bore ‘them, mot to Leave them ; telling him' that
if-he deprived them of the Happinefs of fceink
him, it would be the, Caufe of their Deaths ; that
he was -their only Hope; and that wied he was
gone, thieir Neighbours and £nemres would: feize
upon
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- upon the Kingdom. All which the Prince liftened

to with a Coldnefs and Refpe&, having the ill Ufage
fhe had given Conftantia always in his Thoughts,
and without her he difpifed all the Crowss in the
World ; infomuch that he perfifted, with a furpri-
zing Firmuefs, in the Refolution of going the next
Day. The King endeavoured to perfuade him to
ftay but all in vain, for nothing could prevail with
him ; the Night he fpent in leaving Orders with
Mirtain, giving him the Chargeof the faithful Ra-
Jan, and a great many rich Jewels, telling him, that
he fhould hear from him, provided he was fecret,
being willing to create the Queen as-much Unca-

~ finefs as poffible.

Before Day the impatient Conftantio took Horfe,
yielding himfelf up entircly to Fortune, defiring
her only to be fo favourable as to direét him where

~he might find his dear Millrefs again. Whitlter to

go he knew not ; but as fhe was carried on Board
a Veflel, he thought it would be the beft Way to
find her to embark on Board one too : To this End
he made towards the moft noted Port, and being
there unaccompanied and unknown, informed him-
felf of the moft diftant Parts, and of all the Coafts,
Ports, and Havens they could put in at, and then
went on Board a Veflel, in hopes that a Paflion {o
violent and pure as his would not always be unfuc-

_ cefsful.

Whenever they came nigh any Land, he always
put out a Sloop and rowed along by the Shore,
calitng upon Conflantia, venting his Sighs and
Complaints to the pitilefs Winds to convey them to
the Shore; and then returned back to the Ship
overwhelmed with Grief, and his Eyes bathed in
Tears. One Night, that they came to an Anchor
behind a large Rock, he went on the Shore as
ufual, but as they knew not the Country, and the
Night was very dark, thofe that were along \;/lgth

im
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him would not venture any further for fear of Dan-
ger. The Prince, who valued not his Life to find
out the Object of his Wifhes, kept going forwards,
often falling and getting up again, till at laft he
difcovered a great Liglit, that feemed to come from
fome large Fire; and approaching nearer towards
it, heard a great Noife of Hammers, that gave terri-
ble Strokes : Far from being afraid, he made all
poflible Hafte forwards, till he came to a great
open Forge, in the Furnace of which was fo great
a Fire, that it looked as bright as the Sun ; here
thirty Cyclops were at work, making Arms. Con-
flantio went up to them, and faid, ¢ If you are
“ capable of entertaining any Pity in the midf of
* Fire and Steel, tell me if you have feen thebeau-
* tiful Conflantia land here, and I will give you
* whatever you fhall demand.” He had no fooner
fard thus, but the Noile that ceafed 2t his fir af~
rival, was renewed with much more Violence :
* Alas! (faid he) the barbarous Wretches are no
¢ ways touched with my Grief; what can I expe
‘ from them?” And juft as he was about to leave
them, he heard a foft Symphony that ravifhed his
Senfes; and looking towards the Furnace, faw the
moft beautiful Child Fancy could ever reprefent,
brighter than the Fire he came out of. When he
confidered his Charms, the Bandage over his Eyes,
his Bow and Quiver by his Side, he no longer
doubted but that ‘it was Cupid ; who cried out to
him, ¢ Stay, Conftantio, you burn with too pure a
¢ Plame for me o relufe my Afiffance: Iem cal.
¢ led Virtuous Lowe; it was I wounded vou with
Conftantia, and defended her againft the Giant
¢ that perfecuted her. . The Sovereign Fairy is my
intimate Friend g we have engaged to proteét
¢ her; but I muft make a Tryal of your Paffion,
before I difcover where fhe'is.” ¢ Command,
¢ Love, command what you think fit (cried the

y ¢ Prince)

LY
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¢ Prince) Iwill not difobey thee.” Then throw
¢ yourfelf into this Fire (replied the Child) but re-
¢ member, if you love not faithfully, you are loft.’
<" T have no Reafon to fear that,” faid Conftantio ;
and ‘immediately threw himfelf into the Fuarnace,
where he loft all Senfe prefently ; He flept thirty
Hours, and when he awaked, found himfelf changed
into a moft beautiful Pidgeon, and inftead of being
in_the terrible Farnace, on a Neit of Rofes, Jefla-
mines, and Honey fuckles. ~ Never was any Sur-
prize greater than his, to fee his rough Feet, his
Skin ftack full of Feathers of various Colours, and
his Eyes as -he beheld them 1in a Brook, as red as
Fire : he attempted feveral Times to utter ks
Complaints, but found he had loft the Ufe of his
Speech, though he had recovered his Senfes. He
looked upon this Metamorphofis a5 the compleatelt
of all Misfortunes : € Ah! perfidious Love (thought
he to himfelf) is this the Recompence thou giveit
the moft perfe&t of all Lovers? The Falfe, the
Fickle, and Forefworn are favoured by thee,
while thou tormenteft the true and faitaful: What
can I promife myfelf from fo extraordinary a
Figure asmine, a poor Pidgeon ? Could I {peak,

-

« I would fly high and low, and fearch after my
s Miftrefs, through all different Climates, and in-
¢ fo:m myfelf ot every one I met; but I am de-
¢ barred the Liberty of pronouncing her Name,
¢ and the only Remedy left me, is to throw myfelf
¢ off fome Pregipice, and willingly embrace. my
¢ Death.

Pofleffed with this fatal Refolution, he flew to
the 1'op of a high Mountain, and from thence caft
hinifelt down ; but forgot, having not been long a
Pidgeon, that his Wings and Feathers would keep
him up: Thercupon he refolved to unplume him-
felf, and accordingly put this Defign in E xecution.
As foon as he had quite ftripped himfelf, he walked

up
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up to the Top of 4 high Rock, to attempt his De-
ftrution once more, where he was {i urprized by two
Young Damfels, that came fuddenly upon him;
‘who as foon as they faw him, faid one to another,
‘- Where has this poor Pidgeon been ? He has ef.

“ caped the Claws of fome Bird of Prey, or fome °
Lleal” v Ir 5 o Matter where he has been, .

L)

(faid the younger) but I know where he fhal] go;
he fhall go and bear five others, which I have at
home company with which I intend to make a
Pye for the Sovereign Fairy.” The Prince Pid-
geon  hearing her fpeak thus, inftead of going
from her, made. towards her, in hopes of bei
speedily killed by her: But that proved his Safety ;
for the young Maids found him fo tame and fami-
liar, - that they refolved to bring him up, and keep
him alive ; to which End the Elder put him into
her Work-Bafket {he had in her Hand, and fo they
purfued their Walk. ;
Some Days atter, one of thefe Damfels faid to
the other, ¢ Methinks our Miftreis has a great deal
¢ of Bufinefs upon her Hands, fince fhe'is never
¢ from off her Fiery Camel, but goes Night and

a LY L)

¢ Day from one Pole to the other.,”” If you can be"

¢ difcreet (replied the other) I’ll tell you a Secret
¢ fhe hath entrufted me with ; the Princefs Con-
¢ Rantia, of whom fhe is o very fond, is perfecuted
¢ by a Giant that would marry her, and has put
¢ her in a Tower ; and fheis doing fome {'urprx;mg
¢ 'Things to prevent this Marriage.” The Prince
liftened to this Converfation, and thought till then
nothing could add to his Troubles; but found, to
his Grief, he was much deccived ; for we may judge
by his Paffion, and by the unhappy Circumftances
he lay under, of being a Pidgeon, at a Time when
the Princefs flood in  moft nced of his Affiftance,
that his Anguifh of Soul was great ; his Imagina
tion, always ready to torment him, reprefentc;li' to

im
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him, that Conftantia was fecured in a difmal Tower,
and there expofed to the Importunities and Vio.
lences of a barbarous Giant ; and was always in
Apprehenfion, left the, through Fears, might con-
fent to marry him ; and then again, left by refufing
fhe fhould hazard her Life, through the Rage of
an unfuccefsful Lover. One Day the young Maid,
that carried him in her Bafket, having been abroad,
and returning back with her Companion to their
Miftre{s at the Fairy’s Palace, found her walking
in a fhady Walk of the Garden, went and caft her-
felfat her Feet, and told her, that fhe had found a
Pidgeon that was fo tame and familiar, that her
Companion and fhe defigned to keep it in their
Chamber ; that it the liked it, it was at her Ser-
vice, it being very diverting, The Fairy took the
Balket, opened it, and feeing the Pidgéon at the
- Bottom, and knowing who it was (for that Meta-
morphofis was owing to her) fell intoa feriops and
deep Refletion, moralizing on the Vicifiitudes and
Changes of this Life, and above all on thofe of
Conftantio’s. She carefled the Pidgeon; and he,
for his Part, negleted no little Artifice to gain her
Attention, that fhe might give him fome Comfort
in this melancholy Adventure. 'The Fairy carried
him into her Clofet, and there faid to him, Prince,
¢ the miferable Condition you are at this prefent
in, makes me, thatl cannot forbear owning and
loving you for my beloved Conftantia's Sake,
who, I can aflure you is no lefs indifferent than
yourfelf : Blame no body but me for'this Meta~
¢ morphofis : I did it to try your Paffion, which is
both pure and lating, aad will tend to your own
Honour.” The Pidgeon bowed his Head three
Times in acknowledgement, and liftened atten-
tively to what the Fairy told him. -

¢ The Queca, your Mother (faid fhe) had no
¢ fooner reccived the Money for the Princefs, but
~ ¢ fhe

€

-~

-~
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. whole: 85ip’s Crew, and carried her to bis
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fhe fent her aboard with all imaginable Violence ;

and the Ship fet {ail for the Indies, where they

- were fure to make'a confiderable Advantage of

the precious Jewels they carried with them. Her

- Tears and Intreaties worked not the leaft Effet

upon them; fhe faid, but all to no purpofe, that
the Prince Conftantio would purchafe her of them
again, if all he had in the World would do it.
The more fhe urged all thefe Arguments, the
more hafte they made to get off, for fear left the
Prince, hearing of what was done, might come
and fnatch away their Prey from tliem. In fhort,
after having been fome Months at Sea, a great
Storm- arofe ; and the Prmcefs, opprefled with

- Grief, and fatigued with' the Sea, was at the

Point of Death; when the) ,. to preferve her, put
into the firft Port they could make : But as they
were difembarking, a great Gianty followed by
feveral others, came down upon them, and would
fee what they had in their Veflel ;' where the firft
Objeét he fixed his Eyes on, was ‘the young Prin-

_cefs 3 and knowing her again as well as fhe knew

him, cried out, Ah !/little Runaway, the juft and
merciful Gods have put thee in my Power again:
Do not you rememberhow [ found youn, and you

“cut the Sack ? but I fhall be very much miftaken,

if you ferve me fo any more. And without any
more Words, took her away in his Arms from the
great
Tower, which is jituated npon a high Mountain,
and built by Enchanters, who negletted nothing
to make 1t fine and curious. Doors there are
none, and no entering into it, but by the Win-
dows, which are very hwh the Walls are built
with Diamonds, which m a‘ it look as bright as
the Sunat Noon-day. Infhort, itisas noble

Art and Nature can make it. When the Giant
had the charming Conftautia in his Pofleflion, he

Pt |
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¢ told her he would marry her, and make her the
¢ happiefl Woman in the World ; that fhe fhould
¢ be Miitrefs of all his Treafures; that he would
” love her, and doubted not but that fhe was over-
¢ joyed that her good Fortune brouglht her to him.
* She, by her Tears and Complaints, has let him
¢ know the Excefs of her Defpair; but, as I ma-
< nage privately againft Fate, which hath fivorn
¢ the ruin of Conftantia, I have infpired the Giant
¢ with fuch Sentiments of Mildnefs ashe never was
¢ Maftér of before : Infomuch, thatinftead ofbeing
¢ enraged againft the Princefs, he has told her he
¢ will give her 2 Year’s Time to confider on it; and
¢ if fhe does not then come to a Refolution, fre will
¢ marry her againft her Will, and then kill her.
« After this diimal Declarzmon, he brought feveral
+ young Damfels to bear her Company, and divert
¢ her, And fet 2 Guard of Giants round the Tower,
< to hinder any Perfon from coming to her. In -
¢ fhort, the poor Princefs feeing no likelihood of
¢ any ‘Succovrs, and the Year bemn expired all
¢ but-one Pay, defigns to throw herfelf from off the
¢ Top of the’ 1 ower. ‘This, Prince, is what fheis
¢ reduced to, and the only Remedy I know of, is
¢ for you to fly to her with a little Ring, which, as
< foon as fhe fhall put it on herfmger, will change
¢ her into a Dove, and fo you may fave )ousidvcs
< together.” The Pidgeon was ia the utnioft Im-
p‘.tu.m.c to be gope, but wanted the Ring ; he
pulled the Fairy by the Apmn and Handerchief,
1o make her underftand what he meant : Which fhe
tnowmfr full well, faid, ¢ Fly, charming degcon,
(mv1n<r him the Ring) take care you ]oie it not,
¢« and it will guide you to Conftantia.” But as the
Prince Pidgeon, as I {aid before, had no Feathers,
the Fairy rub bed him with a wonderful Effence, that
made the moft beautiful Feathers grow immediately,
infornuch that he excélléd Venus’s Doves, . Over-
joyed
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‘joyed te fee himfelf replumed again, and taking the

Ring, he arrived at the break of Day at the Tower :
And as there was a {pacicus Garden on the Top of
the: Tower, full of Orange Trees, loaded with
Fruit, the Prince, had he not more important Af-
fairs on his Hands, could have fpent fome Time in
admiring it.

He Pearched upon an Orange Tree with the Ring
in his Mouth, and in extreme anguifh of Mind ;
when the Princefs came into the Garden in a long
white Robe, and her Face covered with a black
Veil embroidered with Gold, that hung all upon
her Shoulders ; the amorous Pidgeon could not have
been certain that it was her, but by the Noblenefs
of her Shape, and her majeftic Air, which toa
plainly difcovered who fhe was. But when fhe
came and fat under the Orange T'ree, and lifted up
her Veil, he remained fome time dazzled. < My
¢ fad Regret and melancholy Thoughts (cried fhe)
are now ufclefs, my afli¢ted Heart has lived a
whole Year betwixt Hope and Fear, but now the
fatal Time is come : This Day, fome few Hours
hence, I muft die, or marry the Giant. Alas!
is it poflible that the Sovereign Fairy, and the,
Prince Conftantio fhould thus abandon me ? What
have I done ? But what need all thefe Reflec-
¢ tions ? I had better execute my noble Defign.’
Hereupon fhe rofe up with Boldnefs to throw hes-
felf oft ; =t as the lealt Noife frighted her, and
hearing the Pidgeon ftir in the Trees, fhe lifted up
her Eyes to fee what it was ; when he taking that
Opportunity, flew upon her Shoulder and put the
Ring in her Breaft. The Princefs was {urprized
at the Carefles of the Bird, but much more at the
Prefent he made her; and lookirig at it fome Tine,
obferved myfterious Charaters, - When the Giant
came into the Garden, unheard by her, for
jome of the Women who waited on her had in-
formed that dreadful Lover of the Princels’s De-

1‘:1 \1r
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{pair, and that fhe.was determined to Kill herfelf,
rather than marry him : And knowing that fhie
went early ‘that- Morning upon the’ Top of the |
"Tower, he dreaded fome difmal Cataftrophe ; and
his Heart, which-never; ¢ill then, had been capa-
ble of any thing but-Barbarities, was fo engaged,
by the Charms: of that lovely' Maid, ‘that he loved
her with Tendernefs: Bat, O Heavens! what a
Condition fhe was in; when fhe faw him’? “She was |
afraid he would prevent the Means fhe fought’ of
Death: and the poor Pidgeon was not a litgle rer- >
rified at 'this formidable Colpffis. © However, " the
Princefs, :in the Trouble and Confufion of her Soul, |
-~ lipped the Ring on her Fingér; andwas immedi-

ately changed into'a Déve, and flew away with her
fathful Pidgeon. R :
Never was Surprize equal to that of the Giant’s,
who, after having feen his Mifteefs metamorphoféd |
into.a Dove, and traverfing the open Air, remaiped
{fome Time motionlefs; then he made moft dreadfiil
Outeries and Howlings that fhaked the neighbour-
ing Mountains, and” with them ended his "Life.
The chdrming Princefs flew after her Guide, and
when theyhad taken a long Flight, they alighted in
a thick fhady Wood, rendered very agreeableby the
Grafs ‘and Flowers that grew therein, Conffantia _
knes not.that the Pidgeon was her'beloyed Prince, .
and he was grieved that he could not {peak, to rell
her ; when faddenly he felt an-invifibic Hand un-
loofe his Tongue; and f1id to'the Princefs; ¢ Charm. |
¢ ing:Dove, your Heart hath not yetinfornied yvou,
that you are with a Pidgeon that burps always
¢ with the Flames your bright Eyes firft kindled,’
My Heart (replied {lie) has ever withed for this
Happinefs,. but never durft ‘flatter icfelf '’ Alae
who could'imagine it ? T'was ‘af tlie véry Brink
of Deftruftion, and you camé“dnd’ fnarched e
out of the Arms of Death, or from = Monfier
t+ M * much



242  STory of the Pincron and Dove.

¢ much more terrible.' The Prince overjoyed to
hear thefe Words of his Dove, and to find her us
tender as his Defires could with, {aid whatever the
moft delicate and lively Paffion could infpire ; and
told her all that had happened fince the fad Mo-
ment of their Sepazation, particularly the furpriz-
ing Adventure of the Forge,and how he came to the
Fairy’s Palace. She was overjoyed to find that her
- beft Friend had all along interefted herfelf in her
behalf; and thereupon faid Conftantia, ¢ Let us
€ go my dear Prince, and thank her for all thefe
¢ Favours, perhaps fhe may reftore us to our for-
mer Shapes, and then we will return back to
your Kingdom or mine.’ ¢ If you love me with
an equal Flame (anfivered he) I have one Propo-
fal to make, wherein Love is only concerned :
But, lovely Princefs, you wili fay 1 am extrava-
gant.” ¢ Value not the Reputation of your
Thoughts before the Eafe of your Heart; (replicd
fhe) {peak without Referve ; I fhall always take
a Pleafure to hear you.” ¢ Then I would advife
(faid he) not to change our Forms; we may burn,
you a Dove, and I a Pidgeon, with a Paffion as
ardant as Conftantio and Conftantia; and I am
perfuaded, that being free from the Cares of
crowned Heads, we may live only for each other
in this delightful Solitude.” ¢ Ah! (cried the
Dove) How delicate and great is this Defign !
For though I am young, I have undergone fo
many Misfortunes, fince Fortune, jealous of my
innocent Beauty, has perfecuted me {o obftinate-
ly, that I fhall be overjoyed to forfake every
Thing to live with you. I confent, my dear
Prince, let us pitch upon an agreeable Country,
and under this Metamorphofis {pend our Days,
innocent and free from Ambition, and all De-
fires, but thofe of virtuous Love. At that in-
ftant Cupid defcending from Heaven, cried out,

i
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¢« I am your Guide, a Defign fo full of Tendernels
¢ deferves my Proteion.” ¢ And mine too (faid
¢ the Sovereign Fairy, who appeared all on a fud-
< den;) T come to partake in your Joy.” The
Pidgeon and Dove were as much pleafed as fur-
prized, and put themfelves under the Care of the
Fairy, Cupid invited them to Paphes, where he
told them his Mother was worfhipped, and Doves
admitted ; but Conftantia told them, they defired
to have no Commerce with Men, but were happy
they could enjoy a Pleafant Solitude.

The Fairy ftruck the Earth with her Wand, and
Love touched it with his golden Quiver, and pre-
fently a Wood appeared, adorned with Meadows,
Fountains and Fruit-Trees ; ¢ Stay here (faid Love)
¢ and f{wear a lafting Fidelity to each other, in the
< Prefence of this wonderful Fairy.” Which they
both did.  After that, the Fairy promifed, if they
would leave that Metamorphofis fhe never would
forfake them, but would reftore them to their for-
mer Shapes. They thanked her, and affured her,
it was not in the leaft their Defires, fince they had
made too much Trial of the Misfortunes attending
human Life. The Fairy approved of their de-
ipifing the Greatnefs of the World ; and then Cupid
and fhe retired to their Manfions, leaving the
Pidgeon and Dove as Examples of a tender and fin--
cese Paffion : And ever fince that Time, they have

been reprefented as true Emblems of Love and
{onftancy. ’ 13
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HE R E was a Queen, who, though fhe had

& many Children, ‘had but one living, which
was a beautiful Daughter ; and being left a Widow, .
and without hopes of having any more, was fomuch
afraid of lofing her, that fhe never gave her any
Corre&ion for what Faults fhe committed : Info- -
much that that admirable Perfon, who knew her
own.Beauty, and as fhe was born to 2 Crown, was .
1o yain and proud of her growing Charms, that fhe
defpifed all the World befides. The Queen her. .
Mother contributed, by her Carefles and Complai-
fance to perfuade her none were deferving of her.
She was drefled every Day like a'Palias or Diana,
followed by her Nymphs : And in fhort, the Queen,
2o give the finithing Stroke to her Vanity, called
her 4/l Fair ; and having had her Pi€ture drawn by
the beft Painters, fent it to all the Kings with
whom fhe was in Alliance, who, when they faw it,

were not able to refift the inevitable Power of her
Charms :
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-Charms : Some fell fick; others ron mad; and
-thofe who efcaped either Sicknefs orMadnefs, came
to her Court; and as foon-as they faw her, became
her Slaves.

Never was any Court Jamore. .ga}lzmt and polite 3
‘twenty Kings fludied to:pleafe lier, who after) they
- ‘bad {pent 1mmenfe Sums, upon an Entertainment
upon her, thought themfelves fully recompenced if
fhe faid any Thing that wasrpretvy to them. The
‘Adoraticns that were puid o her, overjoyed the
«Queen -her' Mother; ‘not a Bay piﬁed over her
‘Flead but fhe had thoufandy ¢t bonés and sine Co-
pies of Verfes-fent by tiie molt'famous Poets in the
World, ‘In thort, 4/l Fair wasthe only Subject of
‘the moft renowned Authors, ‘both in ‘Profe and
Verfe. 'The ‘Princefs ‘was-about Fifteen. 'There
were none who did not defire 'to‘marry ‘her; but
they -durft not pretend tto -that Honour, it was f{o
-difficult a Tafk totouchaHeart of that Stamp. Her
Lovers murmured very much ‘againft her Cruelty s
and the Queen, who wanted to have her married,
4new not-how to. gain her Confedt : Sometimes the

would fay to her, ¢ Will you not abate fomewhat
¢ .of that intolerable Pride that makes you-contemn
¢ all the Kings that come to our Court ? I will
¢ chufe one fox you ; fhew me in this fome ‘Com-

¢ ‘placency.’ : ¢ I am already happy, (replied .4/7
¢ Fair, 1n the eafy indifference I now live'in; if I
¢ fhould once lofe that, yow would be angry. I
¢ fhould perhaps be angry if you loved any ene
¢ beneath you (anfwered the Queen) but you cannot
¢ have more deferving Princes than thofe that now
¢« afk you.” In thort, the Princels was fo prepof-
{efled of her own Merit, that fhe thought it gredter
than what 1t was ; and by this Reéfolution ofhers to
live a Maid, bpgan to grieve her Mother fo much,
that fhe repeated, but too:late, that Ple had hu-
moured her {0 much.

Miis The
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- The Queen, uncertain what to do, goes all alone
to find a celebrated Fairy, that was called the De-
Jart Fairy ; but as it was an hard Thing to fee her,
becaufe fhe was guarded by two Lions, unlefs fhe
made a Cake for them of Millet, Sugarcandy and
Crocodiles Eggs, fhe prepared one herfelf, and put
it into a little Batket, which fhe hung vpon her
Arm : But being weary with walking further than
fhe was ufed to, fhe laid herfelf down under the
thade of a Tree to reft herfelf, and there infenfibly
fell afleep, and when fhe awaked, found only her
Bafket, and her Cake gone; and to compleat her
Misfortune heard the Lions coming. ¢ Alas!
¢ (cried the) what will become of me? I fhall be
¢ devoured.” And having no power to ftir, the
leaned againft the Tree fhe had flept under, when
hearing fomebody fay, Hem ! Hem ! fhe looked a-
bout on all Sides, and raifing her Eyes, perceived
a little Man in the Tree about half a Yard in
Height, eating Oranges, who faid to her, < O
¢ Queen, I know you, and the Fear you arc in left
¢ thefe Lions- fhould devour you; I cannot blame
you, they have devoured a great many, and to
your Misfortune you want a Cake.,” < I muft
re’olve on Death (replied the Queen fighing) but
zlas ! I could not be fo much grieved was my dear
Girl but married !” ¢« What have you a Daugh-
ter? (faid the Yellow Dwarf, who was called {o
from his Complexion and the Orange Tree he lived
¢ in:) Indeed I am very glad of that, for I have
¢ fcught after a Wife both by Sea and Land: Now
« if you will promife me I fhall have her, I will fe-
<.cure you both from Lions, Tygers, and Bears.’
The Queén looked at him as much frighted ath's
horrible little Figure as at the Lions, and mufing
fome Time, returned no Anfwer. < What, do you
¢ hefitate, Madam ? (cried he) it fecms you are
¢ not very fond of Life.” At the fame Time the
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Lions appeared on the Top of a fmall Hill, running
towards her ; at which Sight the Queen, who trem-
bled like a Dove when fhe fees a Kite, cried out
with all her Might, ¢« Good Sir Dwarf, 4/ Fair 1s
yours.” ¢ Oh! (faid he with an Air of Difdain)
<« A/ Fair is too fair, I will not have her.” <« O
* Sir (continued the aflicted Queen) do not refule
her, fhe 1s the moft charming Princefs in the
World.,” <« Well (faid he) I will take her out of
Caarity ; butremember the Gift you make me.’
And thereupon the Orange Tree opened, and the
Queen was let into it, and fo efcaped from the
Lions. She was vexed fhe could find no Door to
that Tree, when - at laft fhe perceived one that
opened into a Field full of Nettles and Thiftles,
furrounded with a muddy Ditch; in the Middle
thereot ftood a little thatched Houfe, out of which
the Yellow Dwarf came in a pleafant Air, wooden
Shoes, a coarle yellow Stuff jacket, and without any
Hair to hide his large Ears. ¢ I am glad, good
¢ Mother-in-law (faid he to the Queen) teo fee you
in this my Abode, where your Daughter is to
live with me ; fhe may keep an Afs to rideon
within thefe Nettles and Thiftles, and may fe-
cure herfelf from the Injuries of the Weather
under this ruftick Roof ; fhe will have this Water
to drink, and may eat fome of thefe Frogs that
are fattened in 1t: Befides I always fhall bear
her Company, and never fhall leave her.”
When the anfortunate Queen came to confider on
the depiorable Life the Dwarf promifed her dear
Child, fhe was not able to fupport the terrible
ldea, but fell into a Swoon, and had not the Power
to {ay one Word ; and while fhe was in that Con-
dition, was conveyed to herown Bed, in a fine Suit
of Night-Clothes of the neweft Fafhion. As foon
as the Queen came to herfelf, fhe remembered
what had happened, but knew not how to believe
M 4 s
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At feeing-fhe was in her ownt Palace, in the Midft
aof all the Ladies of her: Court; and her Daughter
«by Her Bed-fide: But thé fine Night-clothes, which
wereof a curious Lace, amazed her as much as the
‘Dream, fhe fancied the' had had's and “through the
Excefs of her: Difquiet fhe fell into fuch* an éxtra-
ordinary Fit of Melancholy, that {he hardly either
Apoke, - eat; or flept.: ‘The: Princefs, who loved
her-at Irer “Heart, .was very wmuch grieved,, and
often afked-her what was the Matter ; when the
Queen, to deceive her, told her fometimes it pro-
ceeded from- her ill ‘State of Health, and other
Times from fome of the Neighbouring Princes
LThreatning to make War, againtt her. Though
ANl Fair found thefe Anfwers very plaufible, hHow-
ever fhe 'knew there was 'f‘o’meihing more in the
Bottom, which the’ Queen endeavouréd to hide from
her ; and.being able no longer to endure her Un-
eafinefs, refolved to go to the Defars Fairy to atk
her Advice, whether or no, fhe fhould marry, fince
fhe was fo' much prefled to it: She took Care to
make a Cake to appeafe the Lions, and pretending
to oo to Bed earlier that ordinary, went down a
Pair of Back-Stairs, in a White Veil that reached
down to her Feet, then fet forward onher Journey,
When the Princefs came to the fatal Orange tree,
fhe faw it{o loaded with Fruit, that fhe had a great
Mind to gather fome, whereupon fhe fet down her
Bafket, and plucked fome and eat them ; but when
fhe went to look for her Bafket and Cake, and
found them takenaway, her Grief was inexpreffible,
and turning about, efpied the little frightful Dwarf,
who faid to her, < What makes you cry, Child ?’
¢ Alas! who can forbear ? (replied the) I have loft
. < my Baiket and Cake, which were fo very necef-
< {ary in my Journey tothe D¢fart Fairy’s. ¢ What
< want you with her? (anfwered this little Monkey)
< I am your'Relation and Friend, and am as know-

10O
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-ing to the full as fhe.” < The Queen my Mao-
ther (replied the Princefs is grown very melar-
choly, which makes me fear for her Life; I
fancy T'may be the Caufe of it, fince fhe bas de-
fired me to marry, and I muft own to you, I
have not yet found any one that I think deferv-
ing enough of me: Thefe are the Reafons that
have engaged me to {peak with the F airy.’ ¢ Prin-
cefs, give yourfelf no further Trouble (faid the
Dwarf)1 am more proper t0 inform you about
thefe Things: The Queen your Mother is vexed
that fhe has promifed you in Marriage.” The
Queen promtifed.me in Marriage ! ‘tfaid fhe in-
terrupting. him) undoubtedly you are miftaken,
fhie would certainly have told me of it : '} am toc
much concerned ‘in ‘that Affair, to be engaged
. without my own'Confent.” ¢ Beautiful Princefs,
(faid the Dwarf, throwing himfelf" at her Feet)
I flatter myfelf this Choice will not be difpleaf-
ing to you, whenl tell you I am deftined to that
‘Happinefs.” ¢ My Mother chofe you for a Son-
in-Law ! (cried 4/l Fair, falling back {ome

Steps ;) was ever'any Folly like yours i Fam
pot very fond of the Honour (faidhe, na Pafhion)
but here are theLions, who will revenge my
Affront.’ :

At the fame Time the Princefs heard the Lions
roaring *¢ What will - become of me ? (faid fhe)
¢ muft I thus end my Days#’ 'The wicked Dwarf
looked at her, and with a malicious  Smile, {aid,
« You fhall'have the Glocy of dying, and mot be-
¢ fiowing your fhining” Merit on a poor miferable
< Diwarf, fuchas T am.> ¢Pray be not angry (faid
¢ the Princefs, lifting: up her Hands) I’d rather
¢ marry all the Dwarts in the World, than dic
« after fo frightful a Manner.” -¢ Obferve me weil,
« Princefs (faid he) before you give me your Word;
¢: for I do'not pretend to furprize youw.’ ¢ I have

M g ¢ already
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* alrezdy (replied fhe) but the Lions approach ts-
¢ wards me ; fave me, or I fhall die with Fear®.
In fhort, fhe fell into a Swosn, and, without know-
ing how fhe -got there, found herfelf in her own
Bed, in the fineft Linen and Ribbons poilible, with
a Ring of one fingle red Hair, fo faft upon her
Finger that fhe could not get it off,

When the Princefs faw all this, and remembred
what had pafied before, fhe grew fo melancholy,
that all the Court were furprized and uneafy at it:
The Queen was moft alarmed of all, and afked a
thoufand Times what was the Matter ; but fhe was
determined in herfelf to conceal her-Adventure from
her. At laft the States of the Kingdom, imypatient
to have their Princefs married, aflembled and ad-
¢ drefied the Queer to maks Choice of an Huf-
band for her out of Hand, "Fhe Queen told them,
1t was what fhe had mof at Heart, but that h-r
Daughter was very much againft i7.  However fhe
advifed them to'go to ber, and talk with her about
:t ; which they did“immediatcly. A I Fair, whole
Pride was fomewhat abated, fince her Adventure
with_the Yellow Dwarf, thought it would be the
beft way to marry fome potent Prince, with whoin
this little Ape would net dare ta difpute fo glorious
~ a Conqueft; and gave them a favourable Anfwer,
and confented to: marry the King of the
Golden Mines, who was a powerful and handfome
Prince, wholoved her with a violent Paffion, and
whonever till then durft entertain any Hopes. We
may eafily s u-fs at the Excefs of bis Joy, and his
Rival’s Rage, when the News was declared.
There was great Preparations made againft the
Nuptials, and the King of the Golden Mines laun-
ched out fuch prodigious Sums of Money, that the
Sea was full of Ships, that were fent to the remoteft
Parts for the greateft Rarities. In fhort, that Prince
difcovered fuch lively and delicate Sentiments, lhhm

fthe



Story of the Yerrow DWARF. 251
fhe began to have fome Paffion for him. Thuswer€
they both happy ; when one Day the King, who
was both gallant and in love, took the Liberty to
difcover his Tendernefs to her in the Garden, in
Verfes of his own making, among which he re-
peated thefe Lines.

The werdant Leaves bud out avhen you appear,
And all the Trees their brighteft Liveries wear ;

G he Floaw’rs Spring forth by your indulgent Heat,
And am’rous Birds their little Songs repeat

In this bleft Place, diftant frem Care and Crowns,
All Nature fmiles, and you ber Godde/s vwns.

In the Mid# of all this Joy, the King’s Rivals,
who were in the utmoft Delpairat his good Fortune,
and fenfible of the moft piercing Grief, left the
Court, and returned to their own Dominions, not
being able to be Eye-witnefles to the Princefs’s
Marriage ; but before they went, they took their
Leaves of her in fo obliging a Manner, that fhe
could not but pitty them. ¢ O'! Madam (faid the
King of the Golden Mines) what do you rob me
« of by granting your pity to Lovers, who are over-
« and-above recompenfed for their Pains by one
¢ fingle Look from you 17« [fhould be angry (re-
« plied the Princefs) if you was infenfible of the
¢« Compafiion I have fhewn thofe Princefs, to whom
« 1 am loft for ever; it is a Proof of your Deli-

cacy, which I approve of : But, Sir, their Con-
ditions are far different from yours; you ought
to be pleafed with what [ have done for you; they
have no Reafon to be fo, therefore you fhould re-
ftrain your Jealoufy.” The King of the Golden
~Mines was fo confounded at the obliging Manner
that the Princefs tooka Thing that might very well.
have difpleafed her, that he threw himfelf at her
Feet, kiffed herHand,and :éﬁ-'.cd a thoufand Pardons.
/ Ve M
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At laft the long wifhed-for Day came, and the
Nuptials were proclaimed, by founding of Trum-
rets, and all other Cerenionies ; the Balconies
were all adorned with Tapeftries, and the Houfes
‘bedecked with Flowers. The Queen was fo over-
joyed, that fhe was hardly in Bed, and got to
Sleep, but fhe rofe again to give the neceflary
Orders, and to chufe out the Jewels the Princefs
Was to wear that Day. She was covered almoft
over. with Diamonds, and on her Gown, which
was a Silver Brocade, were twelve Suns form-
ed with Diamonds.  But nothing appeared fo
bright as that Princefs’s natural Charms ; a rich
Crown was fet upen her Head, her Hair hung down
«lmoft to her Feet, and the Majefty of her Shape
diftinguifhed hé+ from allthe Ladiesthat attended on
her. “The King of the Golden Mines fhewed him-"
fe1f no lefs accomplifhed and magnificent ; Joy and,
Chearfulnefs appeared in-all his Acens : None ap-+
proached himy, ! but he loaded them with his Gifss
and. Prefents'; for he had ordered fothe Thoufands
ot Tons of Gold, ard Velvet 'Sacks, embroidered
with Pearls, full of Guineas, to be placed in'the
Hall, where all that put forth their Hands, receiv-
ed Handfuls of Gold'; infomueh that this Part of
the Ceremony drew there great Crouds of People,
that would have been “infenfible of all the other
Pleafures. ik ;

As the Queen, King and Princefs were going out
iato ailong 'Gallery, they faw a Box move towards
them, in ‘which there “fat a large old Woman, at
whole Age and Decrepidnefs they were not fo much
lurprized, as at her Uglinefs : She lcaned upon a
Crutch, had a black Taffery Ruff on, a red Velvet.
Hood, and 2 Fardingale all in Rags; and after Rhavs,
ing taken two or three Turns about, without. fpcak
ing a Word, fhe ftopped ‘in the Middle of the Gf_d-
tery; and thaking her Crutch 'in 2 threatening

Manner,
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Manner, cried out, ¢ Ho, ho! you Queen and
" Princefs, do you think to falfify unpunithed your
Words, which “you gave my Friend the Yellow
Dwarf ? T am the Defart-Fairy ; and do not you
know, that if it had not been for him and his
Orange-tree, you had been devoured by my
Lions? Thefe Infults to Fairies fhall not be al-
lowed ; think prefently on what you defign ; for
1 fwear by my Coif you fhall marry him, or [
‘will burn my Cratch.” ¢ Ah! Princefs (faid
the Queen in Tears) what is this that I hear?
What have you promifed ?’ ¢« Ah'! Mother, (re-
plied the Princefs, full of Grief) what have you
“ promifed ¥ The King of the Gold Mines, en-
raged at what had paffed, and that this wicked old
Woman fhould come to oppofe his Happinefs, drew'
his Sword, and going up towards her, pointed it'to
her Throat: ¢ Wretch (faid he) be” gone from
¢ hence, or I’ll revenge thy Malice on thy Life.”
He had no fooner pronounced thefe Words but the!
upper Part of the Box flew off with great Noife,
and out, came' the Yellow. Dwarf, mounted on a
large Spanifh Cat, and placed himfelf between the
Defart Faity and the King of the Gold Mines:
¢ Rafli Youth (faid he) think not to commit this
'Violence on the illuftrious Fairy, thy Rage fhall
light'on me ; T am thy Rival and thy Enemy :
The falfe Princefs, who was going to beftow her-
felf on thee, has given me her, Word, and re-
ceived mine ; fee if fhe hasnot got a Ring of my/
Hair upon'ler Finger, by that you may judge of
‘my Right to her.” "¢ Hideous Monfter (faid ‘the
“King) haft thou the Boldnefs “to call thyfelf tle
Adorer of this divine Princefs, and to preténd to
“{o glorious a Poffeffion’?” Thou art fuch a Baboon,
fuch an odious Figure, that I had facrificed thee’
before npw, hadft thon begn'worthy of fo honour-*
able a Death.” The Dwarf, pigued to the very
Liding : : 1 Bty Soul
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Soul at thefe Words, clapped his Spurs in the Cat’s
Sides, which made fuch a Mewing, and fiying
about, as frightened all butthe King, who hemmed
in the Dwarf fo clofe, that he drew a large Cutlafs,
* withwhich he was armed, and defying the King to
a Combat, went down into the Court of the Palace,
making a terrible Noife. The enraged King fol-
lowed him as faft as poffible ; and when they ftood
oppofite to each other, ready to begin the Combat,
the Sunon 2 {udden turned as red as Blood, and it
grew as dark as Pitch ; it thundered and lightened,
and by the Flathes of the Lightening, the King and
all the Court, who were got 1nto the Balconies, per-
ceived two Grants vomiting Fire on each Side of the
Dwarf ; all which was not capzble of daunting the
magnanimous Heart of this young Monarch, who
fhewed a wonderful Intrepidity in his Looks and
Adtions, that encouraged all who were concerned
for his Safety, and gave the Dwarf and his Enemies
f>me Confufion, Butall his Courage was not Proof
againft what he faw the Princefs endure ; when the
Defart Fairy, with her Head covered with Snakes,
Like Tifiphone, and mounted on a winged Griffin,
firuck her fo hard with 2 Lance the carried in her
Hand, that fhe fell into the Queen’s Arms all over
Blood. This tender Mother, who was touched to
the very Soul to fee her Daughter in this Condition,
made moft fad Complaints; and for the King, he
loft both all his Reafon and Courage, left the Com-
bat, and ran to the Princefs, to fuccour her, or die
with her; but the Yellow Dwarfwould not give him
Time to get to her, but flew on his Spanifb Cat
into the Belcony where #he was, and took her out of
her Mother’s Arms, and from all the Ladies, and
then leaping upon the Top of the Palace, difap.-
peared with his Prey.

The King, confufed and motionlefs, looked on
fuch an extraordinary Adventure with the utmoft
Defpair, fince it was not 1n his Power to help it ;

when
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when to compleat his Misfortunes, he found a Mift
before his Eyes, and himfelf lifted up by fome ex-
waordinary Power in the Air; for the wicked
Fairy, who came to affift the Yellow Dwarf in taking
away the Princefs, had no {oener fet her Eyes on
the King of the Gold Mines, bat her Heart grew
fenfible of that young Prince’s Merit ; and that he
might be her Prey, the therefore carried him to the
Bottom of a frightful Cavern, and there loaded him
with Chains fixed to a Rock, hoping that the Dread
of an approaching Death might make him forget
All Fair, and engage him to do as fhe would have
him. As foon as he arrived there, fhe reftored him
his Sight, and borrowing, by the Fairy-Art, all
thofe Charms and Graces that Nature had denied
her, appeared to him like a lovely Nymph, that
was come that Way by Chance. ¢ What is this
¢ that my Eyes Lehold ? (faid the) what have ycu
¢ done, charming Prince, that you are kept here ?’
Wherespon, the King deceived by thefe falfe Ap-
peararices, replied; ¢ Alas! fair Nymph, I know
* not what the infernal Fury that brought me hither
would have ; for though, when fhe took me away,
fhe deprived me of my Sight, and has not fince
appeared, yet I know by her Voice, that fhe was
the Defart-Fairy.” ¢ Oh! Sir (cried the falfe
Nymph) you are in the Hands of a Woman, who
will not let you go till you marry her ; ? tis what
fhe has done by feveral Heroes: She is the moft
¢ obftinate Woman in the World in thefe Affairs.’
But while fhe pretended to bear a Share in the
King’s Afliction, he perceived her Griffin-Feet,
which was always a Mark by which the Fairy was
known in all her Metamorphofes, which fhe could
not change ; and feeming to take no Notice ofit, but
{peaking in an Air of Confidence, faid, ¢ Indeed
+ 1 have no Averfion for the Defart-Fairy ; but I
* cannot bear that fhe fhould prote® the Yellow
* Dwarf, and keep me chained thus like a Crimi-

nal :

e & & & ®m A a



256 Story of the Yerrow Dwarr,

nal : What have I done? I love, ’tis true, a
charming Princefs ; and had I my Liberty, it
would engage me in Gratitude to Love the Fairy.’
Do you ufe Sincerity?’ (faid the pretended
Nymph ) < Doubt youof it ? (replied the King)
I am a Novice in the Art ofDiﬁ'embling ; and £
muft own to youa Fairy has much more to fatter
-y Vanity with, than a Princefs ; -but if I loved
_her to Diftraction, and the confined me, i thould
hate her.

~ Deceived by thefe Words, .the Defart-Fairy re.
folved to tramiport him to a Place as agreeable as
this was horribie ; and to that End, obliged him to
get into her Chariot, which was then drawn b %
Siwans, whereas it was generally drawn by Baw,
But in what a Condition was this Prince, when as
he was traverfing the wafte Space of Air, he faw his
dear Princefsin a Caftle of polithed Steel, the Walls
of which caft fuch a Refletion when the Sun fhined,
that there was no going near it ; the was laid in 4
Grove by a Brook-Side, leaning her Head on one
Hand, and wiping away her Tears with the other :
And as fhe was leoking upto Heaven to afk Relief,
fhe faw the King pafs along with the Defart-Fairy,
who, as fhe had made.ufe of her Art to feem handa
{fome to that-young: Monareh,- fhe appeared to the
Princefs the moft.charming Pesfon in. the World;
¢ What (cried fhey/am-not I unfortunate'enoughi, to
¢ be in this unacceflible Caftle, whither this ugly
¢ Dwarf has brought me ; but:to addto my: Mis+
¢ fortunes, I mult be. toermented with Jealoufies ¥
¢ Muft 1 be informed; by‘fuch an. extraordinavy
¢ Adventure; of the Infidelity!.of.tlie' King of the
¢ Gold Mines,. whohas cestainly thought-that by
¢ lofing the Sight . of me, he was freed from: his
« Oaths ! But:who. can this formidable Rivat be,
¢, whofe fatal-beanty furpafies mine?? While {hewas
faying thele Words, the amoreus King feit a-mortal
Pain, inbeing carried away with fuch Swiftnefs fro}:n
the
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the dear Objeé of his"Vows : Had le not known the
Fairy’s Power, he would certainly have tried to
have got from her, either by killing her, or fome
ether Means that his Love and Courage would have
fuggefted to him ; but how could he attempt any

Thing at that Time? ~ 1
.. The Fairy alfoperccived the Princefs, and fought
in the King’s Eyes to penetrate into the Effect that
-Sight might produce in his Heart.” "¢ None can
«« ‘inform you fo well as myfelf, of what you want
to know (faid he to her) the unexpeéted mecting
with that unbappy Princefs, for whom I hadfome
Refpe&, before I .was acquainted’ with your
Charms, gave me fome {mall Difturbance ; but
-you haye {o much a greater Sway over m¢, that
I would fooner die.than be falfe to you.” ¢ Ah!
Prince (faid fhe) may I flatter myfelf with having
infpired you with fuch favourable Sentiments for
me?’ ¢ Time fhall convince you, Madam (re-
(plied he) but if you would make me fenfible that
I ave any Part in your Efteem, deny not 4//-
Fair your Afiiftance.” ¢ Do you know what you
Afk ?" (anfwered the Fairy, knitting her Brows
and frowning) What, would you have me make
ufe of my Knowledge againft the Yellow Dwarf,
who is my belt Friend, to force a proud Princefs,
whom I muft look upon as my Rival, out of his
Hands ? No, I cannot bear the Thoughts of it.’
At that the King fighed inwardly, but durft return
no Anfwer, At lait they came to a large Meadow,
enamelled with various Flowers, and {furrounded by
a deep River, into which there ran feveral fimall
Brooks, which formed Meanders about little Holts
of Trees, where there was always-a frefh Air: At
a fmall Diftance ftood a ftately Palace, the Walls
of which were of tranfparent Emeralds, and as fcon
as the Swans that drew them alighted, thoufands of
beautiful Perfons came to receive the Fairy with
Acclamations of Joy, and Songs in Praife of her
Charmis
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Charms and her Chuice; which overjoyed the Fairy
to hear them meation her Amours.  She led the
King into the mof magnificent Apartment that had:
ever been feen in the Memory of Fairies, and leav-
Ing him there, and thinking fhe was not fure fhe
had captivated him, fhe got 1nto an obfeure Place,
from whence fhe mightobferve al] his Aétions; and
he fancying the would watch him, went to a large
Glafs, and faid to i, « Faithful Advifer, permit
° me to ftudy out Ways to render myfelf agrecable
‘ to the charming Fairy, whom I adore ; tor great
‘ i3 my Defire to pleafe.’ And,. thereupon, he
painted, powdered and patched, put on a magni-
ficent Suit of Clothes that lay ready for him, and
adjufted himfelf the beft he could,

Upon this, the Fairy went in unto him fo much
tranfported with Joy, ‘that the could not moderate
it e fhall not forget (faid fhe) the Care you
¢ have taken to Pleale me, you have found out the
‘ true and only Way: You fee, Sir, it is not fo
¢ difficult when People pleafe.” The King, who
thought that faying fine Things to the Fairy was the
beft Card he could play, fpared no foft Expreflions
at this Jun&ure, and by thatr Means got Leave to
take a Walk on the Sea-Shore, which the Fairy,
by her Art, had rendered fo dangerous and boifte-
rous, that no Pilots were fo bold as to. venture to
fail in it; {o that fhe was under no Apprehenfions
of her Prifoney’s eitaping, who thought it a great
Aﬂ";zagement to his Pains to mufe alone, and think
of his deareft Princefs, without being interrupted
by his hateful Goaler. When he had walked there
fome Time, Liffed the Sand, and invoked the Pow-
€rs of the Sea, he heard a Voice, which made him
give great Attention, and obferving the Waves to
fwell, and regarding them ftedfattly, he perceived a
beautiful Mermaid arife with a Looking-glas in
one Hand, and combing her Hair, which was gen-
tly agitated by the Winds, with the other. At the

Sight
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Sight the King was very much furprized ; but much
more when it came and faid to him ; ¢ I know the
~ fad Condition you are reduced to, by your Sepa-
ration from your Princefs, and the Defart-Fairy’s
Paffion for you ; if you approve of it, I will carry
¢ you away from this fatal Place, where, perhaps,
* you may languifh out thirty or forty Years.” The
King knew not what Anfwer to return ; not but he
defired to be delivered from his Captivity, but for
fear the Fairy had affumed 2 new Form to deceive
him: And as he hefitated, the Syren, who gueflcd
at his Thoughts, faid, ¢ Fear not, this is no Snare
¢ laid for you; Iam too much an Enemy to the
¢ Defart Fairy and the Yellow Dwarf, to ferve
¢ them : I fee your ynfortunate Princefs every Day,
¢ her Beauty and Merit raifes my Pity ; and I tell
¢ you again, if you have any Confidence 1n me, I
¢ will aflift you to get away.” ¢ I have{o much in
¢ you (cried the King)-that I will do whatever you
¢ bid me ; but fince you have fecen amy Princefs,
<
€

RN

teil me fome News of her.” ¢ We fhall lofe too
much Time in talking (replied the Syren) Come
along with me, and I will carry you to the Steel
Caftle, and leave on this Shore a Figure {o like

you, that the Fairy fhall be deceived by 1t.” d
She prefently cut down fome Sea-Rufhes, and
bundled them together, and blowing upon them,’
faid, ¢ My good Friends, I order you not to ftir oft
¢ from this Beach, till the Defart Fairy comes and
¢ takes you away.” Whereupon a fkin grew f{oon
over the Ruflies, and they became {0 like the
King of the Gold Mines, that it was {urprizing ;
they were cloathed like the King, and looked pale
and dead, as if he had been drowned. = After this
the “yren made the King fit upon the Fifh’s Tale,
and both failed away in a rolling Sea, with all ima-
ginable Satisfattion. When they were at fome
Diftance from the Shore, the Syren faid, ¢ F will
« now tell you how the wicked Dwarf carried the
: Pringefs.
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Princefs away : :He fet her behind him -on his
Spanifb Cat ; and notwith@fanding- the Blood the
loft by the Wound fhe received from the Defart-
Fairy, which made her dwoon. away, he never
ftopped 1o give her Afiftance. till he had her fafe
n his Steel Caltle, wherevhe was received by

¢ dome of the moft beautiful Perfons.in the World,
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which he had tranf ported. thither, who.all fhewed
a great defire to ferve the Princefs, who was put
-into a.Bed of Cloth of Gold, .embroidered with

Aarge Pearls.” .0/ (ried the King of the

Gold Mines) he his married her; d-fwoon and
die.away.” '« No (faid {he) aflore yourfelf the
Princefs’s.Conftancy is.too firm to admit of that.’
Then go on,’ (repiied he) ¢ What I have more
to tell you, is,(continued the Syren) fhe wasin
the Grove you pafled over, and faw you with the
Dcfart-Fairy, who was fo painted, that fthe feemed
to her of.a much fuperior Beauty to herfelf, and
her Defpair is not to be comprehended, fince fhe

¢ fancies you love her.” ¢ [ love her! (cried the’
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King : Juft Heavens.! how much js fhe deceived §
What ought not I .to do, t6 make her {enfible
hew much fhe is mifiaken ;7 Confult yout. own
Heart (anfivered the Syrea, with a gracious
Smile) People that are deeply engaged have nc
Need of Advice on that Account,’ And juft as
the made an Ead of thefe Words, they arrived at
the Steel-Cattle,  which on the Sea-Side the

Dwarf had not fortified with thofe burning Walls.

¢ I know (faid the Syren) the Princefs is by the
fame Brook-Side, where you faw her as you paffed
by ; but as you will have 2 great many Enemies
to.fight with before you can come to her, take this
Sword, with which you may undertake any Thing,
and face the greateft Dangers, provided you never
let it go out of your Hand, Farewel ; I fhall re-
tire under that Rock you fee there ; if you have
any Need of me, to condu you farther with your

¢ Princefs,
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¢ Princefs, 1 fhall not fail you; for the Queen her
¢ Mother1s my beft Friend; andit'wason her Ac.
¢ count that I have thus ferved you.” After thefe
Words the gave him the Sword, which was made of
- one certain Diamond, that gave as great a Luftre
as the Sun’; upon the receiving it, he could ufe no
Words expreflive énough for an' Acknowledgement;
but defired her to make it upin thinking all that a
generous Mind was tapable of:

But toreturn to the Defart- Fairy : when fhe faw
that her Lover did not return, fhe haftened after to
find him, running all along the Shore attended with
a hundred young Damfels, loaded with Prefents for
him; fome brought great BafKets full of Diamonds,
fome golden Veflels of admirable Work, fome Am-
bergris, Coral and Pearls, and fome carried great
Pieces of Stuffs upon their Heads of prodigious
Richnefs;; others Flowers, Fruits and Birds; in !
fhort, every Thing that might be acceptable: But
in ‘what a fad Condition was the Fairy, when fol-
lowing this'noble Troop, fhe faw the Ruthes in the
Shape of the King of the' Gold Mines; fhe was {o
amazed and grieved, that the gave aterrible Shriek,
that made the Hills echo'again, and feemed more
furious than Megara, Aleto and Tifiphone together:
fhe threw herfelfupon the Body, cried, howled » and
tore fifty of the Perfons  that were with her in Picces, -
as a Sacrificeto the Manes of the dear Deceafed.:
Then fhe called eleven of her Sifter-Fairies, to
help her toerect a ftately Maufoleum 'to this youn
Hero ; who were all as much deceived as herfelf by
the Syren, who was more powerful than théy. * But >
while they were providing Porphyry,‘jafper, Apate,
Marble, Statues and Devifes in Gotd and Brafs, to
immortalize the Memory of the King, whom they -
thought to be dead, he thanked the lovely “Syren,
conjuring her to grant him ' hier  Prote@ion™s which
the‘engaging him' fthe would,” he had nothing to do’
but to advance towards'the Steel-Caftle; Vs 4y

y : Thus
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Thus guided by his Love, he went forward, and
looking carefully about, perceived his adorable
Princefs ; but was not long without Employment ;
tor four terrible Sphinxes flew at him, and hud tora
him into a thoufand Pieces, had it not been for the
Syren’s Sword, which glittered fo in their Eyes,
that they fell downat his Feetwithout any Strength;
and he gave each a mortal Wound, and fo pro-
ceeded on, till he met with fix Dragons, whofe
{caled Skins were harder than Iron. Whatever -
Fear fuch Creatures might have put fome into, he
was intrepid, and with his Sword cut them all a-
funder, and thought he had furmounted the utmoft
Difficalties, when he met with the greateft of all ;
which was four-and-twenty Nymphs, holdirg 1n
their Hands long Garlands of Flowers, with which
they ftopped his Paflage: ¢ Whither are you going,
Sir? (faid they) We are appointed to guard this
Place, and if we let you pafs, it will be bad both
for you and us ; therefore pray be not obftinate :
Sure you would not imbrue your victorious Arm
in the Blood of fo many innocent young Dam/els,
who have done you no Wrong.’ At thefc Words,
the King, who was a great Admirer of the Fair Sex,
and had profeffed himfelf always their Protettor,
was {o confounded to think that he maft force his
Paffage through them, that he knew not what to
refolve on ; when he heard a Voice fay, ¢ Strike,
« firike, or you lofe your Princefs for ever.” Where-
upon without making any Reply, he threw himfelf
into the Midft of the Nymphs, and gave them no
Quarter, and foon difperfed them. This being the
lait Obftacle he had to meet with, he went into the
Grove where the Princefs lay pale and languifhing
by a Brook-fide ; and upon his approaching tremb-
ling towards her, fhe flew from him with as much
Indignation, as if he had been the Yellow Dwarf.,
« Condemn me not, Madam (faid he) before you
« hear me; I am neither falfe nor guilty of what

you

*
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you imagine ; but only an unfortunate Wretch,
that has difpleafed you with Repugnance to him-
felf.” Ah! barbarous Man (cried fhe) I faw
you traverfing the Air with a beautiful Perfon ;
was that againft your Confent?’ ¢ Yes, Princefs,
(faid he) 1t was: The wicked Defart Fairy not
fatisfied with chaining me to a Rock, took me
with her in her Chariot, and conveyed me to a
diftant Part of the World, where I fhould haye
languifhed out my Days, without Lope of any
Succour, had it not been for a kind Syren, that
brought me hither. I come my Princefs to de-
liver you out of the Hands of thofe that de:ain
you here : rcfufe not the Affiftance of the moft
faithful of Lovers.” Thereupon he threw himfel€
at her Feet, and catching hold of her Gown, un-
Hortunately let fall the formidable Sword, which the
Yellow Dwarf, who lay behind fome {mall Shrub,
no fooner faw out of the King’s Hand, but knowing
its Power, he ran and fcized it.

"The Princefs, at the Sight of the Dwarf, gave a
terrible Shriek ; butall her Complaints ferved only
to exafperate the little Monfter, who, by two caba.
liftical Words, conjured up two huge Giants, that
loaded the King with Irons. < I am now (faid the
¢ Dwarf, Mafter of my Rival’s Fate ; however, I
* will grant him his Life and Liberty, on Condi-
tion he confents to my Marriage.” < No, I will
die 2 Thoufands Deaths firft (cried the amorous
King in 2 Rage.) ¢ Alas! (replied the Princefs)
the Thoughts of that is the moft terrible of them
all.’ ¢ Nothing fhocks me fo much (anfwered
the King, as that you thould become 2 Vi&im
to this Monfter.” ¢Then (faid the Princefs) let
us die together.” <« No, my Princefs (faid the
King) let me have the Satisfa&tion of dying for
you."” ¢Iwould fooner confent (faid fhe) to the
Dwarf’s Defires.” ¢ Oh! cruel Princefs (inter-
rapted the King) fhould you maray him before

L} my
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< my Face, my Life would ever-after be odious to
¢ me.”. ¢ No, it fhall not be before thy Face(re-
¢ plied the Dwarf) for a beloved Rival I canuot
¢ bear.” - And at thefe Words he ftabbed the King -
to the Heart ; whofe Death the Princels was not -
able to furvive, but fhe fell on that dear Prince’s °
Body, and poured out her Soul with' his. ~Thug
died thofe two illuftrious but unfortunate' Lovers, -
before the Syren could apply any Remedy, all her -
Power laying in the fatal Sword. . :

The wicked Dwarf was better pleafed to fee his
Princefs void of Life, than in the Arms of another; °
_and the Defart-Fairy being;: informed of his Ad- -
venture; conceived as great an Hatred againft the
Memory of the King of the Gold Mines,-.as Love
for his  Perfon, and deftroyed the Maufolgum fhe
had ere&ed. And for the kind Mermaid, whowas -
grieved at this Misfortune, fhe. could. obtain no
othier Favour of Fate, but to change them into two
Palm-Trees ; which preferving a faithful and laft-
ing Paffion for each other, ‘carefs ‘and unite their
Branches together. =

THE



{4265 )

S WP PR - Y
OF

YOUNG and HANDSOME.

ERETOFORE there lived a Fairy, who
ftrove as much as poflible to refift the Force of
. Love: But all in vain; for that little God, with-
out employing the utmoft of his Power, rendered her
{enfible of it. A young Prince arrived at her Court,
who was amiable and renowned for great Actions he
kad done, and which werenot unknown to the Fairy.

This young Prince’s Perfon anfwered fo well the
great Reputation he had gained, that the Fairy, who
was not proof againft o many Charms, in a fhort
Time accepted his Vows. The Fairy was beauti-
ful, and e really in Love. She married him, and
by that Marriage made him a rich and moft powce-
ful Monarch. After this Union, they lived a long
‘Time happy ; bat the Fairy growing old, the King’s-
Love, though he was as much in Years himf{clf, be-
gan to fall off, and he was taken with fome of the
young Beauties of the Court : At which the Fairy
conceived a Jealoufy, that proved fatal to many of
her Rivals.

The Fairy, by this Marriage, had only one
Daughter, “who was the Objeét of her Tendernefs,
and inall Refpefts deferving of it. The Fairies,
her Relations, at her Birth, endowed her with a
fprightly Wit, a moft bewitching’ Beauty, and
Graces more engaging than both, with a Vaice

N that
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that captivated all that heard it. Her Shape was
perfeély fine, and her Air noble ; her Hair was a
curious black, her Mouth little, but always graced
with Smiles : her Teeth wereof a furprizing White-
nefs, her Eyes black, lively and fparkling ; and
her Looks fo tenderand piercing, that they created
Love in all Hearts : Whereupon the Fairy named
her Young - ana-Handfome, fufpending all other Gifts,
that the might judge in the End what fort of Hap-
pinefs fhe might promife a Daughter fo dear to her.

'The Infidelity of the King was a continnal Af-
flition to the Fairy; the Misfortune of not being
beloved, made her think that the greateft of all
Bleflings was to be always amiable. This Hap-
pinefs, after a thoufand Refleétions, fhe’endowed
Young-and-Handjome with, who was then about fix-
teen Years old, when the Fairy ufed all her Know-
ledge, that fhe fhould always remain the fame as
fhe was at that Time. Whatblefling could fthe be-
ftow more valuable ?

The Fairy buried the King her Hufband, and
though he had been Falfe to her a long Time, was
fo fenfibly grieved at his Death, that fhe refolved to
leave her Dominions, and retire to a Caftle fhe
Jhad buiit in a Defart Country, which fhe had fur-
rounded with a vaft Foreft, {o that only fhe herfelf
could find the Way to it.

This Refolution afflited Young-and-Handfome,
who was joth to part with the Fairy, who com-
manded her abfolutely to ftay ; but before her De-
parture, fhe recalled into her Palace, which was
very finé, all the Pleafures and Diverfions fhe had
banithed fo long, and therewith compofed the
Court of Yrung—and—ff:f}zd_/‘fmz’/ who in that agree-
able Compauy was com‘oried fome Time after, for
the Abfcace of the Fairy. All the Kings and
Princes, who thought them{elves worthy of pléafing
her c¢ime in Crouds to the Coart of Young-and
Han jome, to endeavour, by their Sedulities and
Love, to render {0 lovely a Princels happy.

Nothiug
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__ Nothing ever equalled the Magnificence and
Charms of her Palace, there were every Day fome
new Entertainments, every body was iiappy, but’
thofe Lovers who adored without Hope, for fhe’
lcoked favourably on none: But as they had the’
Happinefs to fee her often, thé moft indifferent’
Looks were fufficient to ftay them for ever, '

One Day Younp-and-Handfome, content with the'
Happinefs and Sweets of her Reign, was walking
in a pleafant Wood, attended only by fome of her’
Nymphs, to tafte the Delights of Solitude ; where'
fhe amufed herfelf with pleafing' Thoughts, which’
brought her infenfibly into adelicate Meadow, ena=
melled with Flowers of various Colours.

Her Eyes were engaged with'a thoufand diffe-
Jent and agreeable Objells, when' perceiving a
Flock of Sheep feeding in a Meadow, 'by the Side
of a Brook, which by its Waters rolling among the
Pebbles, made foft Murmurings, fhe difcovered a
young Shepherd, fhaded by an Holt of Treés, laid
afleep by the Brook-fide, with his Crook fet againft
a T'ree, and a pretty little Dog, 'which feemed to
be rather his Mafter’s Favourite, than the Keeper
of the Flock, by his Side. ‘

Young-and-Handfome wentto the Brook, and look-
ed on the Shepherd! but how fatal was that Sight!
for Lov;: fleeping in the Arms of Ppyche, never ap-
peared with fo many Charms. The young Fairy
fiopped, being unable ‘to refift ‘fome Emotions of
Admiration, which' were foon followed by more
tender Sentiments. The young Shepherd feemed
to be about eighteen Years  of Age, very proper
and wélldhaped, and his Hair, which wds brown,
and curled naturally in large flowing Rings, adorn-
ed a moft beautiful Face. His Eyes, which were
clofed, concealed from the Fairy new Darts, which
Love preferved to redouble her Tendernefs.

Young-and-Handfome felt an unofual Difturbance
in her Breaft, and had not Power toleave the Place,
but took too much Pleafure in thofe her Sentiments,

e N2 to
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to feek to oppofe them ; fhe loved tenderly, and
thought at that T'ime only of being loved again :
She durft not awake the Shepherd, for fear of dif-
covering her Diforder, but taking a Pleafure 1n re-
vealing her Paffion in a more gallant and agree-
a_blﬂManner, rendered her invifible, to divert her-
felf with the Amazement fhe defigned to put him
nto.  Some charming Mufic was prefently heard,
with 2 Symphony that ftruck the Heart itfelf. Thefe
delightful Sounds awakened Aligorus, which was
‘the Shepherd’s Name, who then thought it only an
agreeable Dream: But how great was his Surprize,
when rifing off the Grafs where he was laid, he
found himfelf in a fine and magnificent Habit, of
yellow Velvet trimed with Silver; his Scrip em-
broidered with..Cyphers of 7 oung-and-Handfome,
and tied with a Scarf of Flowers; his Crook of
curious Work, adorned with Jewels of feveral Co-
lIours, which formed nice Devices; and his Hat
made of Jonquils and blue Hyacinths, intervoven
with great Art.

Pleafed and furprized with his hew Drefs, he
viewed himfelf in the Brook, while Young-and-
Handfome was in a thoufand Apprehenfions, left he
fhould undergo the fame hard Fate with the beau-
tiful Narciffus. But how much greater was his
Aftonithment, when he faw his Sheep fleeced with
Silk as white as Snow, inftead of their ordinary
Wool, and bedecked with Branches of Ribbons of
various Colours ; and his favourite Ewe, fet off like
the reft, come fkipping over the Grafs, as if fhe
was proud of her Attire ; and his little Dog with a
Collar of Gold. fet with fmall Emeralds, which
compofed thefe Verfes:

Hoaw pants the Heart, Jeiz’d with anam’rous Fire,
Wher it i fcorch d with lafling Flames of Love 2
Tho' to be Hondfome, can create Defire,
Yet, to be bappy, we muft conjlant prove.
The

o
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The Young Shepherd judged, by thefe Verfes,
that he was obliged to Love for this agreeable Ad-
venture,” The fun was then fet, and diidorus, poi-
feff=d with moft pleafing Thoughts, returned to his
Cabbin; in which he obferved no Change without ;
but was hardly entered before a delicious Odourin-
formed him there was fomething new. 'He found
his lictle Hut hung with a Tiflue of Jeflamin and
Orange-flowers, the Curtains of his Bed the{ame,
raited up with Garlands of Lilies and Rofes, {up-
ported ia thelr Beaaty by an agreeable Frefhnefs.
‘The Floor was China, whereoa were reprefented
the Stories of all the Goddefles who fell in love with
Shepherds; Aiidorus, who had a great deal of Wit,
obferved it : For the Shepherds in that Country
were not common Shepherds; fome of them being
defcended from Kings and great Princes ; as 4/i-
derus,derived his origin from a Prince that governed
thofe People before they were fubjeét to the Fairles.
Till then the young Shepherd had been iafenf:-
ble ; but now he began to perceive that his young
Heart, though he could fix on no Objeét, burnt to
furrender; he almoft died with impatience to know
the Goddefs or Fairy that fhewed him fuch favour-
able Marks of her Tendernefs. He walked about
with the greateft Uneafinefs imaginable, and knew
not what to think, - Night came on, a fine Illumi-
nation appeared in his Cabbin, and his Mufings
~ were interrupted by a delicious and ftately Supper
that was fet before him : ¢ What (faid the Shepherd
« {milting) always new Pleafures and nobody to
¢ partake of them with me !” His little Dog would
have played with him, but he was too much taken
up to anfwer his Carefles ; when fitting down, a
little Cupid prefented him Drink in a Cup made of
one little Diamond. He afked the little love fome
Queftions, who, inftead of anfwering them, drew
fome Arrows, which, as foon as they reached the
- Shepherd, were citanged into a fweet {melling Wa-

N 3 :
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ter.  Alidoruscomprehended by thefe little Tricks,
that the little Rogue was ordered not to explain this
‘Myftery. "As foon as Alidorus had done, the little
Cupid flew away, and the Table vanifhed.
Afterwards he heard a charming Symphony, .
which creating a thoufand tender Sentiments in his
. Heart, his Impatience to know to whom he was
obliged for fo much Pleafure, continually increafed;
 when with a great deal of Satisfaction he heard
thefe Words fung :

Tell me, Cupid, awbat bright Form
- Will wound the Swain I lowve ;
Say what Charms I muft put on,

T hat may his Paffion move.

My conflant Love, let him not doubt,
T ho’ that wwon’t always pleafe ;
Great God encreafe my Stock of Charms,
My Truth will give me Eafe.

« Come then, charming Objeét (cried the Shep-
¢ herd) and by your Prefence compleat my Feli-
¢ city : I believe you too lovely ever to be capable
< of being unfaithful to your Charms.” No An-
{wer was returned, the Mufic ceafed foon after, and
a profound Silence reigned, which invited the
Shepherd to take a fweet Repofe.

He threw himfelf upon his Bed, where he flept
but little, agitated by his Impatience and growing
Paflion, At Day break he awakened by the har-
monious Warblings of the Birds, arofe and drove
his flock to the fame Place where the Day before
his good Fortune began. He was no {ooner f{at
down by the Brook-fide, but a Pavillion of a bright
green and gold coloured Stuff was faftened to the
Boughs of the Trees to fecure him from the Scorch-
ings of the Sun. His Pavillion, Flock and Habit,

{urprized
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{urprized all the young Shepherds and Shepher-
defles about him, they came in great Hafte, and
afked him with Earneitaefs, the Reafon of thofe
frange Alterations : And Alidorus {miling, told
them all that had happensd. 'There was not a
Shepherd but whit was jealoas; nor Shepherdeis
but bluthed with Rageand Eavy, fince there was
fcarce one of the latter, who had not formed defigns
of gaining the Heart of this lovely Shepherd ; and
a Goddefs, or a Fairy, were either of them too dan-
gerous Rivals, S B

Young-and Handfome, who never loft fight of her
Shepherd, fuffered the Converfation of the Shep-
herdefles with Impatience ; fome of them. were
charming, and a lovely Shepherdefs may prove a
formidable Rival to a Goddefs herfelf. But Ali-
dorus’s Indifference, and their being obliged to
Jeave that Shepherd, and drive their Flocks further
on the Meadow, encouraged the Young Fairy,
Same Time after, when none but Shepherds were
with 4lidorus, a' delicions Enterialoment appeared
on a white Marble Table, with Seatsof Green as
round it, of which Alidorus and thofe Shepherds
_partook ; when fitting down at the Table, they
ound themfelves clothed in magnificent Habits,
but none fo fine as Alidorus, who fhined again with
Jewels. A ruftick Mafic, but very fine, echoed
all around, and thefe Words were fung :

Alidorus’s Happine/s confefs,
By whom Love his Power has fbeawn ;
Swains that know bis killing Charms,
Regard the Choice my Heart does own.

The Shepherds Amazement increafed every Mi-
nute, and fome Shepherdeffes, drawn by the Maulfic,
coming to' the Brook-fide, they began a very a-
greeable Country-Dance. The young Fairy, whao
was always prelent, but invifible, affumed, with

N 4 fix
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fix of her Nymphs, the Habits of Shepherdeffes,
drefled with Garlands of Flowers, with their Crooks
very prettily wrought ; at which Time Young-and-
Handfome, who had on a Head-drefs of Jongquils,
which had the moft agreeable Effe&t imaginable on
her fine black Hair, appeared ‘the moft beautiful
Perfon in the World.

The arrival of thefe Shepherdefles furprized all
the Aflembly ; all the Beauties there conceiving
Jealoufies, and the Shepherds feeking with great
Earneflnefs to pay them the utmoft Refpe@.

Young-and Hanifome, who was not known to be a
Fairy, received all the Honours, and, like the Load-
ftone, attraéted all the Hearts; for there the moft
fincere Homages were paid to beauty alone, which
flattered Young-and Handfome with the Effeét of
hers, fince there her Rank had not the leaft Share.

For Alidorus, as {oon as fhe appeared, forgetting
the Love a Goddefs, or a Fairy, had for him, flew
- to Young,and-Handfome, and approached her with

the beft Grace in the World: ¢ Come, charming

¢ Shepherdefs (faid he) accept of a Place more wor-
< thy of you ; {o delicate a Perfon is to much fupe-
¢ rior to other Beauties, to ftay intermixed with
¢ them.” 'Then offering his Hand, Young-and- Hand-
. fome, pleafed with the Sentiments fhe had infpired
the young Shepherd with, fuffered herfelf to be led
by him. Alidorus conduéted her under the Pavil-
lion, where fome ycung Shepherds, by Alidorus’s
Orders, brought Bundles of Flowers and Greens,
and raifed a kind of Throne, whereon they placed
Young-and-Handfoms. ~'The lovely young Shepherd
laid himielf at her Feet, the Nymphs {at by her,
and the relt of the Company made a Ring, where
every one feated themielves according to their
Inclination.

This Circle of Beauties was a moft agreeable

Sight ; where the purling Streams and the harmo-
nious
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nious Symphony, intermixed with the Warblings
of the Birds, which flocked about them, made a
compleat Concert. Shepherds came in Troops to
make their Court to Young-and-Handjome ; and one
among them who was called Iphis, going up to the
young Fairy, ¢ Though this Seat whereon you are
¢ placed by Alidorus ({aid he to her) is very agree-
able, yet notwithftanding it is very dangerous.’
I believe (replied the Fairy, with a Smile capa-
ble of captivating all Hearts) the Shepherdeffes
of this Hamlet wifl hardly pardon in me the pre-
ference which Alidoras {eem to give me, before
{o many Beauties much more deferving.” < No,
(faid Iph:s) our Shepherdefles are more juft, but
« a Goddefs loves Alidorus.’ Then he-telling her
the whole Adventure of that lovely Shepherd, and
having made an End of that Relation, the young
Fairy turning herfelf tovards 4lidorus, faid with a
gracious Smile, < I will not create myfelf {o formi-
¢ dable an Enemy as the Goddefs, by whom you
« are beloved : Without Doubt fhe hath not def-
¢ tined me the Place I poffefs, therefore I fhall fur-
¢ render it up to her;’ and in faying thefe Words
the got up. - ¢ Stay (faid Alidorus, looking on her
tenderly and ftopping her) ftay, beautiful Shep-
herdefs, there is no Goddefs, whofe Tendernefs I
would not facrifice to the Pleafure of adoring you:
And that Goddefs Iphis hath told you of, 1s not
very fubtle, at leaft in Love Affairs, to permit
me the Sight of you.” Yovng-and-Handfome could
not then return any Anfwer ; for they toock her out
juft at the very Moment to Dance. Never any
Perfon acquitted herfelf with fo good a Grace. *And
for the lovely Shepherd, he even furpafled himfelf.
None of all the magnificent Entertainments at the
Court of Young-and-Handfime ever gave her fo much
Pleafure as this rural Afflembly; for love embel-
lihes all Places, where we can fee the Perfous we
d fire,

- - - - - - -
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- Alidorus found his Love increafe every Moment,
and {wore a thoufand Times to facrifice all the God-
- deffes and Fairies in the World to the tender Paf-
fion his Shepherdefs infpired in him.- Young-and-
Handfome was charmed with thefe Sentiments of her
beloved Shepherd ; but was willing to make further
. Trial of his Paflion. ZyA's was amiable, and if 4-
lidorus had not been there, without Doubt had had
the Preference. The young Fairy fpoke to him
‘twice in a favourable Manner, and danced often
with him.

Atwhich 4/idorus conceived a jealoufy as violent
as his Love, which was not unobferved by Young -
and-Handfome ; who, thinking herfelf fure of her
Shepherd’s Heart, forbore to torment him, and
 fpoke no more to Iphis all that Day ; but caft more
favourable looks on A/idorus, which of themfelves
were able to vanquifh the moft Infenfible.

At Night this fair Aflembly broke up with Re-
gret, when Young-and-Handfome would not permit
any of the Shepherds to accompany her, but was
followed by a thoufand Sighs : However, fhe pro-
mifed Alidorus to meet him the next day in the
Meadow, and then went away with her Nymphs.
The Shepherds let them go, hoping by following at
a Diftance, to know what Hamlet thofe divine Fer-
{ons belonged to ; but as foon as they had gained a
little Wood, which deprived their Followers of the
Sight of them, the and her Nymphs difappeared,
and amufed themfelves fometime to fee the Shep-
herds fearching outthe Path they believed they had
gone.  Young-and-Handfome obferved with Pleafure
that dlidorus feemed the moft earneft. Jphis was
in Defpair that they ftayed fo long before they pur-
fued them ; and a great mapy other Shepherds,
whofe- Hearts ‘the Nymphs had captivated, fpent
moft of the Night to find them out,

Young-and-Handfome rteturned to her Palace,

where
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where (though a Fairy may have many Occafions
to be abfent) the found all her Lovers very uneafy,
that they had not feen her-all that Day ; but none
of them durft reproach her ; for thofe who were her
Lovers were forced to be fubmiffive and refpeétful,
or leave her Court: So fevere was fhe, that they
durft not tell her cf their Tendernefs ; but hoped
only to gain her by their Afliduities, Refpeét, and
Conftancy.

 Young-and-Handfome {eemed to take very little
Notice of any Thing; fhe eat but little, was
often mufing, and the Princes her Admirers, who
were Obfervers of all her Adtions, thought they
heard her often figh. ~She took Leaye of her Court
betimes, and retired to her Apartment ; for when
we are to fee again thofe we love, every Thing that
obftru&s that Happinefs feems cold and trouble-
{ome.

The young Fairy, with her Nymphs, were in-
ftantly at her beloved Shepherd’s Cabbin, concealed
in a Cloud. He feemed very melancholy for not
finding out the Way his divine Shepherdefs had ta-
ken, but found his Cottage as charming as he left
it; only cafting his Eyes onthe Floor, he perceived it
was changed, and inftead of the Hiftories of God-

-defles who were in love with Shepherds, he faw ter-
rible examples of unfortunate Lovers, who were
not deferving the Tendernefs of thofe Divinities.

¢ Youare in the right (cried the lovely Shepherd)
« you are in the right, Goddefs; I deferve your
« Anger : But why fuffered you my Eyes to behold
< 2 Shepherdefs fo lovely? Alas! what Deity was
s able to withftand her Charms ¢’ :

Young-and-Hanifome, who was then in the Cot-
tage when Alidorus pronounced thefe Words, felt
all her Softnefs and Tendernefs redoubled. Then
appeared another magnificent Supper, which 4/i-
dorus made not fo good a Ufe of as that of the Night

N 6 before:
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be.fore : He was too much in love, and at the fame
Time jealous ; he often recalled in his Mind his
Shepherdefs, her fpeaking ot Iphis ; but the Promife
fhe made him, that he fhould fee her again the next
Day, fomewhat mitigated his Pain.

The little Love waited on him all the Time ;
but Adkdorus, wholly taken up with his Difquiet,
faid not one Word to him. TheTable difappeared,
and a young Child making up to Alidorus, prefent-
ed him with two Boxes, in which were magnificent
Pidtures, and then flew away.

The shepherd immediately opened one of them,
wherein was the Pi&ure of a young Lady of a tran-
* fcendant Beauty ; under which thefe Words were

wrote in Letters of Gold : :

Thy Happine/s confifts in bis Tendernefs.

¢ Who but he who hath feen my Shepherdefs,
< (faid Alidorus, looking on the Picture) could re-

fift thofe Charms !’ Then fhutting the Box, he
Jaid it carelefsly on the Table, and -afterwards he
opened the other Box: But how great was his Sur-
prize, when he faw the Picture of his Shepherdefs,
thining with all thofe Charms that had made fo
ively an Impreflion on his Heart ! ;

She wa$ painted in the fame Drefs he faw her in
that Day, with her Head-drefs of Flowers ; and fo
tranfported was he with his Love, that it was along
while before he perceived thefe Words, which were
wrote under it.

Forget ber Charms, or thy Lowe will be fatal 10 1hee.

« Alas! (cried Alidorus, what Happinefs is there
¢« without my Shepherdefs 7> This Tranfport charm-
ed Young-and Handfome. That fine Pifture Alidorus
defpifed, was an imaginary one, by which the

young
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young Fairy had a Mind to try whether her Shep
herd would prefer her to fo beautiful a Perfon, who
feemed to be a ‘Goddefs, or @ Fairy ; but fatished
with his Love, fhe returned to her Palace, after fhe
had by a Signal, called her Nymphs together, who
were goue to fee after their Lovers.
Some of them were very well pleafed with theirs,
having found them thinking and fpeaking of them
with Paffion ; othersagainwere diffatisfied with the
Effe&s of their Beauty, having found their Shep-
herds afleep; who in the Day-time appeared very
amorous, but were not in Love enough to keep them
waking all Night. .
~ The young Shepherdefs went to Bed when fhe ar-
rived at her Palace, pleafed with the Lové of her
Shepherd, and agitated only with the {weet im-
patience of feeing him again. For Alidorus, he
flept a little; and without difquieting himfelf with
the Menaces he read under the Pictures, thought of
nothing but the Meadow, where he hoped to fee his
Shepherdefs the next Day, which he thought ap-
proached tqo flow.

He drove his Flock to the fortanate Place where
he firft faw Young-and-Handfome, his little Dog
watching them, while his Mafter dreamed of his
Shepherdefs. :

Young-and-Handfome Was that Day, againft her
Will, obliged to give Audience to feveral Ambaf-
fadors that came from neighbouring Princes. ~Ne-
ver were Audiences more fhort, yet beft Part of
that Day was fpent in thofe troublefome Ceremo-
nies, and the young Fairy fuffered as much as her
Shepherd, who languifhed under a moft cruel Im-
patience. 'The Sun fet, and Alidorus, who thought
he fhould not fee his divine Shepherdefs that Day,
was in the greateft Grief imaginable : He fighed
and bewailed his ill Fortune a thoufand Times,
made thefe Verfes on her Abfence, and with the

-1ron of his Crook engraved them on a young F#/m
how
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7 bou bright Beauty of the Day.
 Whom Love’s God. /i can’t furwey,
Without Enzy of thy Charms
Stining Boauty, faireff Face,
Waited on by every Grace,
T hat the wowvelicft Female arms.

How procigal bhas Lowe beffoaw d,
Al i he dridlery of the God,
You are mace Jo charming fair ;.
"Tis by you be awoun's all Hearts,
Ani nolnger by his Darts,
-« Nymph, your Abfence brings Defpair,

Eated to pajs my Days alone,
My Sorroavs mow are conflant groavn, g
Yet my Love and they are one.

He bad hardly done, before 2oung-and-Handfims
appeared with her Nymphs at a Diftance, ali clothed
like Shepherdefles. ~ Aliiorus knowing them pre-
fently, ran or rather flew towards 7% oung and-Hand-
Jome, who received him with a charmivg Smile,
capable to create a Happinefs in Gods themfelves.

He ipoke to her of his Love with an Ardpur that,
might have perfuaded any Heart lefs zffe@ed than
that of the young Fairy, who would fee what he
had engraved on the Tree, and was delighted both
with the Wit and Tendernefs of her young Shep-
kerd. He told her all that happened the Night be-
fore, and offered her a thoufand Times to follow
her to the End of the World, to avoid the Love a
Goddefs or Fairy had unhappily conceived for him.
¢ I fthall lofe too much (replied Young-and-Hand-
« fome, if you fly that Fairy ; for ’tis Time I dif
¢ cover to you my Sentiments, fince I am {itis.
« fied with yours.  ’Twas I myfelf, Alidorus (con-
¢ tinued the charming Shepherdefs) it was I thae

¢ gave
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¢« gave you thofe marks of my Tendernefs, which,
¢ 1f you are faithful fhall laft for ever, and make
¢ us happy.” - :

The lovely Shepherd, tranfported with Joy, calt
himfelf at her Feet, and, by his Silence informed
the Fairy more, than if he had ufed the moft pathe-
tic Eloquence. Young-and-Handlome raifed him’
up, and he found himfelf cloathed in a ftately Ha-
bit ; then the Fairy touching the Ground with her
Crook, there appeared amagnificent Chariot, drawn
by twelve white Horfes, very beautiful, and har-
nefied four on a-breat  Young-and-Han fime got
into the Chariot, and made her lovely Shepherd fit
down by her ; and as {foon as the Nymphs had ta-
ken their Places, the Horfes, which had no need of
any Guide to obey the Fairy’s Intentions, carried
them prefently to a Caftle Yeung-and-Hanfome
took great delight in, which fhe had embellifhed
with all her Art, and called the Caftle of Flowers.

The young Fairy and her happy Lover arrived
in a great Court, {furrounded by Palifadoes Breait-
high, covered over with Jeflamin and Citrons, by
which there ran a fine River, on the other fide of
which were Meadows almoft out eof Sight, where
the fame River fported in fevera! Meanders, as if
loth to leave fo charming an Abode.

The Caftle was much more to be admired for it’s
Archite@ure than Extent: there were twelve A-

rtments in it, each of which had its different Ex-
cellencies, they being large, butnot capable of con-
taining the whole Court of Young-and Handfome,
which was both numerous and magnificent.

The young Fairy always came to this Caftle when
the had a Mind to be retired, attended only by fa-
vourite Nymphs, and fome of the Officers of her
Houfhold. She conduéted her Shepherd intothe A-
partment of Myrtles, where all the Furniture con~
fifted of Myrtle, always in Flower, interwoven with

{o
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{o much Art, as thewed the Fairy’s delicate Tafte
in the moft fimple Things. Thus all the Apart-
mentswere furnithed with Flowers, which perfumed
the Air with their Fragrancy. .

Young-and-Handfome had banifhed thence Winter,
and never permitted the Heats of Summer to in-
trude on {o agreeable a Place, but to enjoy with
more Pleafure the Beauty of the Baths ; which A-
partment was made of blue and white Porphyry
- finely wrought, with Baths of different Sizes and
Forms : Vhat which Young-and Handf-me bathed
in, was one entire Topaz of exquifite Beauty, over
- which was a Canopy of yellow and Silver Brocade,
adorned with Pearls, fupported by four Pillars of
Amethylt. Alidorus, who was entirely taken up
with the Happinefs of looking on his lovely Fairy,
and feeing her fenfible of his Paffion, obferved
- hardly any of thefe Wonders. A tender and plea-
fant Converfation enchanted thefe happy Lovers a
long Time in the Apartment of Myrtles ; a mag-
nificent Supper was ferved up in the Hall of Jon-
quils which was followed by an Entertainment,
wherein the Nymphs reprefented in Mufic the loves
of Diana and Endymion.

Young-and-Handfome, who forgot toreturn to her
Palace, paffed the Remainder of the Night in the
 Apartment of Narciffus ; and Alidorus, tran{ported

with Love, was a long while before he could tafte
the {weets of Sleep in the Apartment of Myrtles,
where the Nymphs condutted him after Supper :
And that Night the Fairy, who was not willing to
ufe her Power to calm an agreeable Diforder, {lept
not till Day-break.

Alidorus, who longed with Impatience to fee the
charming Fairy again, waited fome Tire for that
. happy Moment in the Hall of Jonquils: He had
neglected nothing in his Drefs that could add to his
natural Graces and Beauties : And Young- and- Hand -

Some,
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Jome, who appeared more charming than Venus,
fpent Part of that Day with Alidorus and her
Nymphs in the Gardens of the Caftle, the Beauties
of which furpafled Defcription.

They had a {mall Regale in 2 delightful Wood,
where Alidorus for fome Time enjoyed the Pleafure
of declaring his Paflion for Young-and-Handfomz,
who returning that Night to her Palace, promifed
Alidorus to come again the next Day. Never was
any Abfence of fofhorta Time fo much regretted 3
the Shepherd wifhed paffionately to have followed
the young Fairy: fhe being willing to conceal her
Tendernefs from her Court, defired him to ftay in
the Garden of Flowers. None ever entered this
Caftle without her Orders ; and for her Nymphs,
fhe feared not their difcovering her Secrcts; for
thofe of Fairies are always fafe, and never di-
vulged. She atked Alidorus for his little Dog, to
take him along with her ; for what pleafes thofe we
love is always dear to us. .

After the young Fairy was gone, the Shepherd,
to entertain his Difquiet, rather than divert it, went
farther into the Wood, to dream on his adorable
Fairy; and in alittle Mead, that was in the n “dft
of the Wood, enameled with Flowers, and watered
by a delicate Spring, he faw his Flock fkipping on
the Grafs, and guarded by fix young slaves of good
Mein, clothed in Blue and Gold, with Collars and
Chains of the fame : His favourite Ewe foon knew
her Mafter, and came to him ; Alidorus careffed
her, and was fenfibly touched at the Care Young-
and-Handfome had for him.

The young Slaves fhewed Alidorus their Hut,
which was juft by, at the End of a fhady Alley,
which little Abode was built all of Cedar, in which
appeared the Cyphers of Young-and- Handfome and
Aliiorus mixed together, wich this Infcription in
Letters of Gold, onalarge Turquoife :

Howr
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How pleafant isgrhe faveet. Abode, =~
Wheremy Charmer’s Flock doth feed !
By the Shepherd I'm beloved,
In Blifs no God can me exceed.

The lovely Shepherd returned to the Caftle of
Flowers, charmed with the Bounties of the young
Fairy : who the next Day came again to her happy
- Lover, as the promifed. How great was his Joy
to fee her again! All that the young Fairy had
done before, never gave him {o great a Pleafure.
She fpent almoft all her Time in the Cafile of
Flowers, and feldom appeared at her Court ; where
the Princes her Lovers felt 2 mortal Grief, fince all
was facrificed to tie happy ALiderys.

But it was impoflible for fo great a Felicity to
laft long without fome Difafter, Another Fairy
had feea the lovely Shepherd, and found her Heart
fenfible of his Charms. -

One Evening when ¥oung.and Hendfope was
- gone to her Court, Alidorus, tuken wp with his
Love, fet mufing in the Hall of Jonquils ; when
hearing a Jittle Noife at one of the Windows, and
#oking that Way, he perceived a great Light,
and foon after faw on a Table juft by where he fat,
a little Woman, about half a Yard high, very old,
with Hair as white as Snow, and an old-fathioned
Ruff and Fardingale.

“ L am the Fairy Mordicanr (fzid fhe to the Shep-
herd; and come to pronounce to you a Happi-
nefs, greater than that of being beloved by Young-
and-Handfome.” ¢ What Happinefs can that be ?
{aid Alidorus to her, i1 a difdainful Manrgr) The
Gods themfelves enjoy not a greater Blefling !’
It is that of pleafing me (anfwered the old Fairy,
haughtily :) T love you, and my Power is greater
than that of Yourg-ard-Handfome, and almoft
equal to the Gods. Leave this - young Fairy for

fA3e 3
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me ; I will revenge you of yowr Enemies, and on
thofe you would prejudice.” ‘

¢ Your Favours are of no ufe to me (replied the
charming Shepherd, fmiling) I have no Ene-
mies, and would hurt nobody : I am too well fa-
tisfied with my good Fortune, and if the beauti-
ful Fairy, whom I adore, had been only a Shep-
herdefs,- I had been as happy with herin a Cot-
tage, as I am in the moft delightful Palace.’
After thefe Words the wicked Fairy feemed all
on a fudden as large, as fhe feemed at firft little,
and in difappearing made a terrible Noife.” The
next Day Young and-Handfome came again to the
Caftle of Flowers: Aliderus told her his Adventure;
they both knew the Fairy Mordicant to be both old
and ugly, and very fenfible of Love. The two
Lovers pafled a thoafand Jefts on her Paffion, and
never made themfelves 2 Moment uneafy at the Ef-
feéts of her Revenge ; for to be a fuccefsful Lover,
and think of Misfortunes to come, is a Thing
unufual,

Eight Days after, Young-and-Handfome and the
lovely Shepherd went to take the Air in a fine gilt
Boat ‘on the River, which furrounded this Caftle of
Flowers, followed by their fmall Court in very fine
Boats ; Young-and-Handfome's was covered with a
Canopy of a light Blue and Silver ftuff, with Oars
of the {fame, attended by others fuil of Muficians.
Alidorus more in Love than ever, regarded nothing
‘but Young-and-Handfome, whofe Beauty that Day
appeared more charming to him than ever.

In the Midft of their Pleafures, twelve Syrens a-
rofe out of the Water, followed foon after by as
many Zritons ; who ranging themfelves by the boat-
fide which ¥oung and-Handfome was in, the Tritons
with their concave Shells, performed a moft agree-
able Symphony, the Syrens fang moft alluring Airs,
" which amufed the young Fairy and Shepherd {fome
Time. Young-and-Handfoine, wha was ufed to fuch

: like
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like Diverfions,«thought it had been prepared by
thofe whom the entrufted with that Care ; when
- thofe perfidious T#itons and Syrens, laying their
Hands on the Boat, funk down with it fuddenly.
All that A/idorus feared, was the Danger that the
~ young Fairy ran, and would have ran towards her,
but the Trztons carried him away ; while Young-
and Hanifome, forced away by the Syrens, was put
into her own Palace.
. As one Fairy has no Power over another, the
.+ J€alous Mirdicant limited her Revenge, in making
ZYoung and-Hanifome endure ail the Torments
crael Abfence could create. In the mean Time
Alidorus was conveyed by the Tirtons into a terrible
Caftle, guarded by winged Dragons, where Mor-
dicant refolved to make the Shepherd anfwer her
Love, or revenge herfelf on his Difdain. They
- put him into a dark Rocm, where Mordicant, all
- dhining with Jewels, came to him, and fpoke of
her Tendernefs, whom the Shepherd, in Defpair
for being feparate from 7% oung-and-Handfome, treat-
- ed with the utmoft Contempt and Difaain,. -
Mordicant’s Rage was inexprefiible, and her Love
too violent to deftroy the Perfon who w:s the Caule
of it. She refolved, after keeping AliZorus fome
Time in this moft difmal Prifon, to vanquifh his
Fidelity by new Artifices; and to that End tranf-
ported him fuddenly into 2 magnificent Palace,
where he was ferved with 2 Pomp no ways inferior
to what he had feen in the Caftie of Flowers. She
endeavoured to ditipate his Grief by a thoufand
agreeable Entertainments ; and the moft beautiful
Nymphs in the World, which compo'ed her Court,
feemed to frive which fhould have the Honour of
pleafing him. They never {poke to A/iZsrus of the
wicked Fairy’s Love, that faithful Shepherd lan-
guifhed in the midft of Pleafures, and was as much
in Defpair for his' Abfence from Young-and- Hand.-
fome, at all the moft gallant Entertainments, as
when in his difmal Prifon.

In
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In the mean Time, Mordicant hoped that the Ab-
{ence of Young-and-Handfome, the continual Plea-
{ures fhe endeavoured to amufe him with, and the
fight of fo many charming Perfons, might in the
End render the Heart of the Shepherd unfaithful :
Her Defign, by prefenting fo many beautiful
Nymphs to his View, was to find out what Sort of
Beauty he liked beft, that fhe might afflume a Form
accordingly ; fometimes fhe appeared a charming
Brown, and fometimes a moft delicate Fair.

Love, who can do every Thing, then fufpended
her nataral Cruelty ; but her Defpair of not being
able to fhake the Conftancy of Alidorus rekindled
her Rage {o much, that fhe refolved to deftroy that .
charming Shepherd, and to make him a Viétim to
that unfhaken Love he preferved for Young-and-
Handfomeg.

One Day as fhe was watching undifcovered, fhe
heard Alidorus, who was leaning over the Banifters
of a Gallery that looked towards the Sea, fighing
grievoufly, and making fuch tender and piercing
Complaints, as fhewed the lively Paffion he had for
the young Fairy; when tranfported with Rage, fhe
appeared to himin her own natural Shape, and
after having caft a thoufand Reproaches on him,
confined him in a Prifon, and told:him, that in
three Days he {hould be facrificed to her Hatred, by
the moft cruel Punithments a defpifed Lover could .
inflict. ;

lidorus, for his Part, valued not his Life, which
was infupportable to him when abfent from Young-
and-Handfome ; and as he was fatisfied he had no-
thing to apprehend on her Part from Mordicant’s
Anger, he expe&ted with Firmnefs of Mind, the .
Death which had been pronounced.

In the mean Time Young-and-Handfome, who
was as faithful to her Shepherd, groaned under her
Grief of lofing him. The Syrens, as foon as they
had carried her to the Palace, difappeared, and the

young
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young Fairy, not doubting bat that it was the
cruel Merdicant that had carried 4/idorus away,
could not difguife from her Court the Grief which
her Tendernefs for her Shepherd, and her Lofs of
him, created. »

How many Kings were there jealous of the Mif-
fortunes to which the wicked Fairy precipitated
Alidorus ! What a Rage were the Princes her Ad-
mirers in, when they underftood that they had a
Rival beloved, and faw her thed Tears for him !
Yet their Hopes revived at the lofing of him, for
they were fenfible that Young-ani-Handfome knew
as well how to love as to pleafe : They redoubled
their Importunities, and every one flattered him-
felf with the pleafing Hope to fucceed that happy
Lover ; when Young-and-Han/fome, equally affiéted
with the Abfence of A/idorus, and wearied with the
Love of his Rivals, left her Court, and retired to
the Cattle of Fiowers.

The fight of that charming Abode, where every
Thing reminded her of her lovely Shepherd. aug-
mented her Grief and Tendernefs; when one Day
as the was walking in thofe pleafant Gardens,
¢ Alas! (faid fhe, looking on the Ornaments that
< embellithed it) I once took a Pleafure in you, but
¢ am now too much taken up with my Grief, to
¢ think of adding to your Beauties.’

As fhe made an End of thefe Words, fhe per-
ceived the Flowers moved by a gentle Wind, and
faw them ranged in a different anner: At firft
they reprefenteatheCyphers of X oung-and-Hand fome,
then other Cyphers which fhe knew not, and pre-
fently afterwards they formed diftin Letters, by
which Young-and Han 'fome read thefe Verfes :

To grace this Place bid gentle Zephir aveir
With [pringing (ales the Flowers to confecrate ;
For tiworaevery Day Excefs be jbevs,
And does bis Care luxurioufly expofe

Ambitious
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Ambitious more under your Pow’r to live,

If you but fmile, much greater he will give.

When fhe had read thefe Verfes, fhe faw in the
Air 2 God, who came to declare his Love to hei,
drawn in a Chariot of Rofes by white Vapours. As
foon as the Chariot alighted on the "Earth, the
God Zephirus got out of it, and approached the
young Fuiry : he {poke to her with all the Grace
and Gallantry of a Deity, while the young Fairy,
though pleafed with fo glorious a Conqueft, an-
{wered him like a faithful Lover. Zephirus, not
at all difmayed at the rigorous Anfwers of Young-
and-Handfome, but flattering himfelf with the
Hopes of foftening her Heart by his gentle Ap-
proaches, made conftant Court to her, and neg-
leGted nothing that might pleafe her. Which con-
tributed much to the glory of 4lidorus thus to have
a God for his Rival, and to be preferred before
him.

All this while 4/idorus, that happy Mortal was
ready to expire by the Fury of Mordicant ; he had
been almoft a Year in that Condition, when Ze-
phirus, who had no Hopes of overcoming the Con-
ftancy of Young and- Handfome, touched with the
Tears fhe thed, and finding her one Day more me-
lancholy than ordinary, faid to her, ¢ Since I am
¢ no longer permitted charming Fairy, to flatter
< myfelt with the Happinefs of pleafing you, I will
< however, contribute to your Felicity. Tell me
¢« what I fhall do (continued he) to accomplifh it.’
¢ Reftore me Alidorus (replied the young Fairy,
« with a fmile that created new Love in Zephirus;)
« T have no Power over another Fairy: But you,
« Zephirus, are a God, and your Power can reach
¢ that cruel Rival.” ¢I will endeavour (anfwered
¢« Zephirus) to overcome the Love you have n-
« {pired me with, to do you an agreeable Service.’

Afier
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After thefe Words he flew away, leaving Young-
and-Handfome, full of pleafing Expetations.
Zephirus, fully convinced of the young Fairy’s
Conftancy, and having no Hopes .left, flew to the
horrible Prifon where A/idorus was kept, attended

by fix impetuous Weftern Winds, which opened

the Prifon Doors, and afterwards carried the lovely
Shepherd in a bright Cloud to the Caftle of Flow-
ers ; where after be had furveyed him, his Afto-
nithment was not {0 great at the Fidelity of ¥ oung-
and-Handfome. AR ‘ '

Aiidorus and Young and-Handfome, overjoyed to
fee one another again, thought each other more
amiable, and loved more tenderly. - Thefe two
Lovers returned the God a thoufand thanks, who
afterwards left them, and returned to Flora. =~

Young-and Handfeme, willing that all her Court
fhould partake of her Happinefs, celebrated her
Marriage by a thoufand Sports throughout the Ex-
tent of her Empire, notwithftanding the Grief of
the Princes her Lovers, who were Speftators of the -
Triumph of the lovely Shepherd : and that fhe
might be under no appreheniions for the future of
Mordicant’s Rage againtt Alidorus, learnt him the
Fairy Art, and prefented him with the Gift of per-
petual Youth. After having beftowed fo great a
blefing oa her Happy Lover, mindful of his Glory,
fhe gave him the Caitle of Flowers, and made him
to be acknowledged Severeign of that Country,
where his Anceftors had formerly reigned ; fo
that he became the greateft of Kings, where he had
been the mof#t charming of Shepherds,
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