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 POPULAR STORIES.

"3

WHITTINGTON AND IS CAT.

"N the reign of the famous king Ldward
the third, thére was a little boy called
Dick Whittington, whose father and mo-
{her died when he was very young, so that
he remembered nothing at all about them 1
and was left a dirty ragged little fellow
ranning about a country village. As poor
Dick was not old enough to work, he was
in a serry plight; he got but little for his
disner, and somclimes nothing at all for
his breakfast : for the people who lived in
_ the village were very poor themselves, and
could spare him littie more than the par-
ings of potatoes, and now and then a hard
crusti’ .
VOL, I. B For



2 WHITTINGTON AND ITIS CAT.

For all this, Dick - Whittington was n
very sharp boy, and was always Hstening to
what every one talked about. Oa Sundzuys
he never failed to get near the farmers, as
they sat talking on the tomb-stones in the
church-yard before the parson was come :

“and once a week you might be sure to see
fittle Dick leaning against the sign-post of
the village ale-house, where people stopped
to drink as they came from ‘the next mare
Let-town ; and whenever the barber’s stiop
door was-open, Dick listened to all the news
he told his customers.

in this manner Dick heard of {he great
’city calied London; how the people who
lived there were all fine gentlemen and
ladies § that there was singing and music

1n it all day long; and that the strects were
paved all over with gold.

ne day a waggoner with a large wag-

-gon and eight Lorses, all with bells at their
heads, drove through the village while Dick
was lounging near his favourite sign-post.

P The
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The thought immediately struck him, that

it must be going to the fine town of ‘Lou-
don: and, taking courage, he asked the
waggoner to let him walk with him by the
side of the waggon. 'Thewaggoner, hear-
ing from poox $ick that he had no parents,
and seeing by his ragged condition that he
could not be worse oﬂ"; told him, he might
go if he would ; so they set off together.
The writer of Dick Whiitington’s history
could never find out how the little fetlow
contrived to get meat and drini upon. the
road, or how he could walk so far (for the
distance was very great), or what he did at
night, when he found himself ready to die
with fatigue, fora place to lie down and
sleep in. To be sure, it is not impossible
that some good-natured people in the towns
he passed through, sceing a poor little
ragged boy, gave him something to-eat,
and the waggoner perhiaps allowed him to
get into the waggon at night, and take a
nap upon one of the boxes.
R 2 / Dick
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Dick however got safe to London; and
S0 eager was he to see the fine streets paved |
all over with gold, that I am afraid he did |
not even stay to thank the kind v.'aggoncr,
but ran off as fast ag his Tegs would carry
him through several streets, expecting ever y
moment to come t6 those that were all payed
with gold ; for Dick had three times seen a
guinea in his own little village, and ol)-
served what a great deal of money it brought
in change; so he imagined he had only to
take up some little bits of the pavement, to
have as much money as he conld desire.

Poor Dick ran il he was tired, and had
quite forgot his friend the waggoner; at-
last, finding it grow dark, ‘and that whicl,.
ever way he turned he sayy nothing but dirt
instead. of gold, he sat déwnein 4 dark cor-
ner, and cried himseclf asleep.

Litile Dick remained all night in the
streets; and next morning finding himself
very hungry, he got up and walked about,
asking those he met to give him a hLalf
\ l)(.‘!lii“;’
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penny to keep. him from st'u'vmg; but no-
body stayed to answer him, and only two
or three gave him a halfpenny so that the
poor boy was soon in the most mlserable
condition. ;

At length a good- n’tiured locking 0'enﬂc-
man observed his hungry looks: ¢ Why
don’t you go to work, my lad ?” says he to
Whittington. ¢ That I would,” replied
the boy, ¢“ but I do not know how to get
any.” ¢“If thou art willing,” says the
gentleman, ¢ come along with me;”’ and
sosaying, he took him to a hay-field, where
Dick worked briskly and lived merrily till
the hay was all made.

- He now found himself again in the same
nmiserable condition; and being almost
starved, he laid himself down at the door of
one blr. Fitzwarren, a great rich merchant.
Iere e was soon perceived by the eoek-
maid, who was an il-tempered creature, and
happened just then to be very busy dressing
dinner for her master and mistress : so see-

O

B 3 ing



6 ~ WHITTINGTON AND IIIS CAT.

ing poor Dick, she called out: “ What
business have you there, you lazy rogue
There is nothing else but beggars: if you
do not take yourself away, we will see how
you will like a sousing of some dish-water
I have here that is hot enough to make ye
~ eaper.”
Just at this time Mr. Fitzwarren himself

came home from the city to dinner, and
seemf‘r a dirty ragged boy lying at the door,

said to him: < Why do you lie there, my
fad ? You scem old enough to work. 1 fear
you must be somewhat idle.” ¢ No, indecd,
sir,” says Whittington, *“that is not truc;
“for I would work with all my heart; but I
know nobody, and I believe I am very sick
for want of food.” ¢¢ Poor fellow!” answered
Mr. Fitzwarren, “ pr'ythee get up, and
let us see what ails thee.” - ¢

Dick now tried to rise, but was obliged
to lie down again, being too weak to stand ;
for he had wot eaten any thing for three.
days, and was no longer able to run about,

: : and
)

p¥



WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT. 7

and beg a halfpenny of people in the streets:
so the kind merchant ordered tirat he should
be taken into his house, and haye a good
dinner immediately, and that he should be
kept to do what dirty work he was able for,
the cook.

Lit{le Dick would have lived very hap-
pily in this worthy family, had it not been
for the crabbed cook, who was finding fault
and scolding at him from morning to night;
and was withal so fond of roasting and
basting, that, when the spit was out of her
hands, she would be at basting poor Dick’s
Lead and shoulders with a broom, or any
thing clse that happened to fall in her ways
{ill at last her ill usage of him was told to
miss Alice, Mr. Titzwarren’s daugbter,
who asked the ill-tempered creature if it
was not a shame to usg a little friendless
bay so cruelly ? and added, shewould cer-
tainly be turned away if she did not treat
him with more kindness, for she should

3 not
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‘not fail to acquaint Mr. and fnrs Fitzwar
ren with the whole of her behaviour,

But though the cook was so 111 tempered,
M. Fktzuarr m’s footman was quite the
contrary : he had lived in the family many
years, was rather clderly, and had once :
little boy of his owny, who died when about ;

. the age of Whittington; so he could not

but feel compassion for (he poor boy, and
pretty often gave him a halfpenny to buy
(rmgelbread or a top.
As the footman was very fond of read-
» he used geseraliy in (h vening to
cnterta'nhls fellow-servants, when th(“’l ad
done their work, with some amusing bool,
The pleasure our little hero took in bearing
him, made him very much desire o Ie ariy
to read too: so the next:time the gootl-
natured footman gave him a halfpenny, he
bought a hornbook with it; and with a
little of his help Dick soon learned lLis let-
ters, and afterwards to read,

About
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About this time miss Alice was going
out one morning for a walk ; and the foot-
man ‘happening to be out of the way, little
Dick, who had . received from Mr. Fitz-
warren a neat suit of clothes to goto church
on Sundays, was ordered to put them on’
and walk behind her. = As they walked
along, miss Alice, seeing a poor woman
with one child in her arms and another at
her back, pulled out her purse and gave
hef some money ; and as she was putting it
again into her pocket, she dropped it on
the ground and walked on. Luckily Dick,
who was behind, saw what she had done,
picked it up, and imue: haw!J presented it
tocher;: ,

Anothcrfimc, as miss Alice. was sitting
at the window, wlich was bpo.:;}:,» and amus-
ing herseli with a favourite .;)_zz-""f~t, it sud-
denly flew away and lighted upon a branch
of a high trce, where all the servants were

As soon as Dick
heard of it, he pulled off his comand climbed
up

afraid to venture afier it.
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‘up the trec as nimbly asa squirrel ; and
after a great deal of trouble, for Poll hopped
about from branch to branch, he caught her
and brought lier devin in- safety to his mis-
tress : for which she liked him ever after.

Besides the ill-humour of the cook,
which now however was somewhat mended,
- \thitmvtnn had another hardsh.p to get
over ; this was, that his bed, which was of
flock, was placed in a garret where (here
were so many holes in the floor and walls,
that be never went to bed without being
awalied in his sleep by great numbers of
rats and mice, which generally ran over
his face, and kept such a noise, that he
sometimes thought the walls were tumbling
down about him.

Cne day a gentleman who paid a visit
to Mr. Vitzwarren happened to have dirtied
his shoes, and begged they might be clean-
ed. Dick took great pains to make them
shine, and the gentleman gave him a penny.
This he resolved to lay out in buying a cat,

if
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if possible ; and the next day seeing a little
girl with a cat under her arm, he went up
to her, and asked if she would let him have
it for'a penny; to which the girl replied,
she'would with all her heart, for her mo-
ther had more cats than she could main-
tain, adding, that the one she had was an
excellent mouser.

This cat Whittington concealed in the
garret, always taking care to carry her a
part of his dinner ; and in a short time he
had no further disturbance from the rats
and mice, but slept as soundly as he could
desire.

Svon after this, the merchant, who had a
shipready to sail richly laden, and thinking
it but just that all his servants should have
some chance for good luck as well as hime
sclf, called them into the parlour, and asked
them what commodity they chose to send.

All mentioned something they were
willing to venture but poor Whittington,
-who, having no money nor goods, could

; send
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send nothing at all, for Which reasof he
did not come in with the rest: but miss
Alice, who guessed what was the ma;.ter,
ordered him to be called, and offered to
lay down some money for him from her
own purse : but this the merchant observed
would not do, for it must be something of

/

his own. ]
Upon this poor Dick said he had nothing

but a cat, which ‘he bought for a penny
that was given him.

¢ Fetch thy cat, boy,” says Mr. Fitz-
warren, ¢ and let her go.” ;

W hittington brought poor puss, and de-
livered her to the captain with tears in his
eyes ; for he said ““ he should now again be
kept awake all night by the rats and mice.”

All the company laughed at the oddity of
‘Wahittington’s adventure ; and miss Alice,
who felt the greatest pity for the poor boy,
gave him some  halfpence to buy another
cat.

This, and several other marks of kind-
ness
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ness shown him by miss Alice, made the
ill-tempered cook so jealous of the favours -
the poor boy received, that she began to
use him more cruelly than ever, and, con-
stantly made game of him for sending his
cat to sea; asking him if he thought it
would sell for as much money as would
buy a stick to beat him.

At last the unhappy little fellow, being
unable to bear this treatment any longer,
determined to run away from his place; he
accordingly packed up the fow things that
belonged to him, and set out very early in
the morning on All-hallows day, which is
the Ist of November. He travelled as far
as Holloway, and there sat down onastene,
which to this day is called Whittington’s
Stone, and began to consider what course
he should take.

While he was thus thinking what he
could do, Bow-bells, of which there were
then only six, began to ring ; and it scemed

VOL. }. C to
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to him that their sounds addressed him in
this manner :

Turn avéin Whittington,
Lord mayor of London.

i Lmd mayor of London!” says he to
hm:sdf. “ Why, to be sure, I would bear
any thing to be lord mayor of London, and
ride in a fine coach ! Well, T will go back,
and think nothing of all the cuffing and
scolding of old Cicely, if I am at last to
be lord mayor of Loudon.” ;

S0 back went Dick, and was lucky enough
o getinto the house and set about his busi-
ness before old Cicely came down stairs.

T'he ship with the cat on board was
long beating about at sea, and was at Jast
driven, by contrary winds, on a part of the
coast of Barbary inhabited by Moors that
were unknown to the English.

The natives of this country came in great
numbers, out of curiosity, to see the peo-
pie on Board, who werc all of so different a

colonr
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colour from themselves; and treated them

with great civility, and, as they became

better acquainted, showed marks of eager-

ness to purchase the fine things with which
the ship was laden.

The captain, seeing this, sent patterns of
the choicest articles he had to the king of
the country; who was so much pleased
with them that he sent for the captain and
his chief mate to the palace. Here they were
placed, as is the custom of the country, on»
rich carpets flowered with gold and sifver;
and the king and queen being scated at the
upper end of the room, dinner was brought
in, which consisted of the greatest raritics.

No sooner, however, were the dishes
set before the company, than an amazing
number of rats and mice rushed in and
helped themsclves plentifully from every
dish, secattering pibees of flesh and gravy
all about the room.

'Che captain, extremely astonisbed, turned

c2 to
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to the king’s i"'avouril.[es, and asked if these
Vermin were not very offensive.

“ Oh yes,” said they, ¢ very offensive ;
and the king would give half his treasure
to be.free of them; for they not only de-
stroy his dinner, as you see, but they dis-
turb him even in his chambcr, so that he
is obliged to be watched while he is sleep-
ing, for fear of them.” ,

The captain was ready to jump for joy :

he remembered poor Whittington’s hard
~ case, and the cat he had entrusted to his
care ; and teld the king he had a creature
on. board his ship that would destroy them
all.

The king was -still more overjoyed than
the captain, ¢ Bring this creature to 111 R
says he: ¢ and if she can really perform
what you say, I will load your ship with
wedges of gold in exchange for her.”

The captain, to make quite sure of his

good luck, observed, that she was a cat of
By such
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such uncommon skill in catching rats and
mice, that he knew not how to part with
her: but added, ¢ thatto oblige his ma-

7 Rn Tun,

jesty he would fetch her.
said the queen; ¢ for I am impatient to sce
the dear creature that will do us such a’
service.” ;

Away flew the captain, while another din-

y) |

ner was providing, to the ship, and taking
puss under his arm returned to the palace in
time to sce the table covered with rats and
mice, and the second dinner in a fair way
t0 meet with the same fate as the fivst.

The cat, at sight of them, did not wait

S P 5 £ . Y .

for a bidding ; but sprang from the cap-
tain’s arm, and in a few moments laid the
greatest part of the rats and mice dead at
her feet, while the rest in the greatest fright
imaginable scampered away 1o their hiding
places.

The kine and queen were quite delighted

o] . o
to be so easily rid of encmies who, as long
as they could remember, had prevented
c3 heir
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their having any comfortable meal by day
or any quiet sleep by night, and desired,
that -the creature who had done them so
- great a kindness might be brought for 1hem
to look at. i
Accordingly, thecaptain called oyt < Puss
puss,” and the cat went up to him and
jum ped upon his knee : . he then presented
her to_the queen, who started back, and
was afraid to touch a creature which wag
able to kill so many rats and mice: hut
when she saw. how gentle she appovarcd,
and how pleased with being stroked by the
captain, she ventured to touch her too ;
saying ali the time, ¢ Poot, poot,” for she
could not speak English. The gneen at
Iength consented to take puss on her lap,
and by degrecs became quite familiar with
her, till at last puss purred herself to slecp.
The kinz having scen and considered of
the wonderful xploits of Mrs. Puss, and
being informed she would soon have young
ones, which might in time destroy all the

ralg
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rats and mice in the country, bargained with
the captain for his whole ship’s cargo, and
aflerwards agreed to givea prodigious quan-
tity of wedges of gold, of still greater valae,
for the cal 3 with “]nch after taking leave
of their majesties and other great person-
ages belonging to the court, he, with all
}1 is ship’s company, set sail with a fair wind
England, and after a I?Gp'nv voyage,
arcived safely in the port of, London. '
One morning, Mr. Fitzwarren had just
entered Lis counting-house and s ated hin-
self at the desk, when somebody came tap,
tap, tap, at the (.’mor. i .4 ho h {here 2”7
says Mr. Fitzwarren. ¢ A friend,”” answers.
some one opening the door; when, who
should 1t he but the captain and mate of
the merchant ship the Lticorn, just ar-
rived from {he coast of Barbary, and fol-
lowed by scveral men bringing with them
a prodigiouns qhmh y.of wod_;"s of gold,
that had been p.uc by the me? of Barbary
in exchange for the merchandise |

Tliey
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- They then related the adventures of tha
cat, and produced the rich present the king
had sent to Mr, W hittington in exchange
for her ; upon which the merchant called
out eagerly : '

 Go fetch him, we will tell him of the same
Pray call him Mr. Whittington by name.”

The reader perhaps ma y think Mr. Fitz.
warren was not a good poet : we will, how-
ever, though we do hot doubt he thinks so
already, convince him he was a good man ;
for when some of his clerks said so great
a treasure was too much for such a boy as
Whittington, he replied: “ God forbid
that I should keep back the value of g
single penny! It is all his own, and he
shall have every farthing’s-worth of it 1o
himself.” \

He then sent for My. Whittington, who
at that time happened to be scouring the
cook’s kettles, and in g dirty condition, so
that he wished to excuse bimself, by saying

the
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the great nails in his shoes would spoil his
master’s fine rubbed floor. ;
My, Fitzwarren, however, made him
come in, and ordered a chair to be set for
him ; so that poor Dick, thinking they were .
making sport of him, as they too often did
in the kitchen, began to beg his master not
to mock a poor simple boy, bat to let him
go down again to his work.
¢ Tndeed, Mr. Whittington,” said the
merchant, ¢ we are all quite in earnest with
you; and most heartily do I rejoice in
the news these gentlemen have brought
you: for the captain has sold your cat to the
king of Barbary, and brought you in return
more riches than I possess in the whole
world ; and may you long enjoy them!”
Mr. Fitzwarren then desncd the men
to open the immense treasure they had
brought, and added, that Mr. W hittington
had now nothing to do but.to put it
some place of safety.
: Poor
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Poor Dick could scarce contain himscif
for joy; he begged his master to take what
part of it he pleased, since to his Kindness
he was indebted for the whole, ¢« No, no,
this wealth is all your own, and justly so,”
answered Mr. Fitzwarren, ¢ and 1 have no
doubt you will use it generously.,”

" Whittington next entreated his mistress
and then miss Alice, to accept a part of
his good fortune; but this they refused ;
at the same time assuring ‘him* of the
joy they felt at his good success. But the
poor fellow was too kind-hearted to keep
all himself; and accordingly made a hand-
some present to the captain, the mate, and
“every one of the ship’s company, and after-
'Y'Ward to his excellent friend the footinan,
and the rest of Mr. Fitzwarren’s servants,

not even cx'cepiiz;g crabbed old Cicely.
After this Mr. Fitzwarren advised him
to send for proper 1radvspcople, and get
bimself dressed as might become a gentle-
nan,
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man, and made him the offer of his Louse
to live in, till he could provide himself
with a better. |
©When Mr. Whittington’s face was wash-
ed, his hair curled, his hat cocked, and he
was dressed in a fashionable suit of clothes,
he appeared as handsome and genteel as
any young man who visited at Mr. Fitz-
warren’s 3 so that miss Alice, who had for-
merly thought of him with cnnipzission,
now considered Lrim as fit to be her lover:;
and the more so, no doubt, because Mr.
W hiitington was constantly thinking what
{o oblige her, and making her
t presents imaginabie.
M. Pitzwarren, perceiving their affection -
for cach other, proposed to unite them in
marriage, to which without difliculty they
ench consented : and accordingly a day for
the wedding was soon fixed, and they were
atiended to church by the lord mayor, the
court of aldermen, the sheriffs, and a great
pumber of the wealthiest merchants in
T.ondon
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London ; and the ceremony was succeeded
by a most elegant entertainment. )
History tells us that the said Mr. Whit-
tington and his lady lived in great splen-
~dour, and were very happy ; that they had
several children; that he was sheriff of
London ia the year 1340, and several times
afterward lord mayor; that in the last year
of his mayoralty he entertained king Henry
the fifth, on his return from the batfle of
Agincourt. Upon which occasion the
king, in consideration of W hittington’s
gallantry, said : Never had prince such a
subject. This being told W hittington at the
table, ke replied : Never had subject such
a king. Going with an address from the
city, on one of his majesty’s vietories, he
received the honour of knighthood.

Sir Richard Whijtington constantly fed
great numbers of the poor: he built a
church and a college to it, with a yearly
allowance to poor scholars, and near it
erected a hospital,

: The
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THE CHILDREN IN THE WOOD. 95

The effigy of sir Richard Whittington
~was to be seen, with his cat in his arms,
carved in stone, over the archway of the
late prison of Newgate that went across
Newgate-street.

'THE CHILDREN IN THE ‘VOOD
-——q%-——

A crraT many years ago there lived in
the county of Norfolk a gentleman and
his lady. The gentleman was brave, ge-
nerous, and honourable ; and.the lady gen-
tle, beautiful, and virtuous: they were ex-
tremely beloved by all who knew them ; for
they were always endeavouring to do the

“Jeindest services to every one who came
-near them.

This lady and gentleman had lived toge-
ther in perfect happiness for several years,
for they loved each other with the greatest

YOL. I. D tender-
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tenderncss : they had two children as yet
very young ; for the eldest, a boy, was but
three years old and the youngest, a girl,
not quite two. The boy was the exact
tikeness of his father, ‘and the girl no less
so of her mother

By the end of this time the gentleman
fell sick, and day - after day grew worse.
His Tady, who, as we have before said, loved
him with excessive e fondness, was so much
OH(*VLd by his sufferings that she too fell .
sick: no help that was afforded them was .
of the least use, for their disorder daily in-
creased, and they were sensible they should
soon be snatched away from their two in-
nocent little babes.

This they bore as patiently as so hard a
trial would admit of : they talked to each
other in the tenderest manner concerning
the future management of these two litile
creatures, and agxeed to send for the gen=
tleman’s brother, and give their darluws

into his care.

The
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The gentleman’s brother, as soan as he
heard the news, made what speed he could
{o the bedside where these virtuous and un-
happy parents lay. ‘

< Ah! brother,” said the dyi‘ng'man,
¢ you see how short a time I can expeet 1o
live; yetneither death,nor pain, can pierce
my heart with half such anguish as that I
feelat the thonght of what these dear babes
will do without a parent’s care : brother,
brother,” continued he, stretching out his
kand as well as he could, and pointing to
the children, ¢ they will havenone but you
to be kind to them ; none but you to sce
them clothed and fed, and to teach them to
be good and happy.”

¢« Dear, dear brother,” said the dying
lady, ¢ you must be father, mother, and
ancle. too, to these dear innocent lambs.
First let little William be taught to read ;
and then he should be told how good
his father was. And little Jane,—Oh! bro-
ther, it wrings my heartto {alk of her: think

n 2 of

St
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of the gentle usage she will need, and take
her fondly on your knee, brother, and she
and William too will pay your eare with
love.”

““ How does it grieve my heart to see
you, my dearest relatives, in this mourn-
ful condition 1” replied the uncle. ¢ Byt
be comforted, there may yet be hope of your
well-doing : but should we have the mis-
fortune to lose you, I will be alj you can
desire for your darling children. [y me
they shall find father, mother, and uncle,
William shall learn to read, and much
~shall he be told how good his father was.
* Jane shall be used with all her sex’s gentle-
- hess, and kindly shall pe fondled on the
knee. But, dear brother, you ‘have said
nothing of the wealth youmust leaye behind.
Iam sure you know my heart too el to
think that I could talk of this for any other
reason than your dear children’s good.”

‘““I pray you, dear brother, not to srieve
ne with sucha thought ; for how could you,

" whe
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who will be their father, mother, and nncle
t00, once think of wronging them? H-e-r-e,
li-e-r-e, brother, is my will. You Wlll sce
how 1 have provided for my babes.’
" The gentleman,a few moments after pro-
nouncing these words, pressed his stone-
cold lips to those of the children; the
lady did the same, and a short time after
they both died. - 7
The uncle shed a few fears at this. mel'm-
choly sight, and then proceeded straight to
open the will, in which he found that to
William was bequeathed the sum of three
hundred pounds a year, when he should
come of age, and to little Jane the sum of
five hundred pounds in gold, to be paid hex
on her marriage day. But if the children
should chance to die before coming of age,
then all their wealth was to be enjoyed by
their uncle. The will of the unfortunate
omntlcmm next desired that he and his be-
10v<-,d wife should be huried side by side in

the same grave. .
D3 "The
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The two little innocents were now taken
to the house of fheir uncle; who, for some
time, recoilecling what their parents said
so sorrowfully upon their death-bed, Dhe-
haved to them with great kindness. But
when he had kept them about a twelve-
month, he by degrecs forgot to think both
how their parents looked when they gave

‘their children to his care, and the promises

be made to be their father, mother, and
uncle; all in one,

After a little more time had passed, the
unclecould not help thinking that he wished
thelittleboy and gl would die, for heshould
then have all their wealth for himself; and

#vhen he had begun to think this, he went on

till he could think searcely of any thingelses
and at last, says he to himself: ¢ bt will
not he very diticult for me to kil them so
as for nobody {o know any thing of the
maticr, and then their gold is mine,”
When the barbarous uncle had onée
brought Lis mind to Lil] the belpless little

creaturgs,
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creatures, he was not long in finding a—way’
to execute his cruel purpose. Tle hired
two sturdy ruffians, who had already killed
many travellers in a dark thick wood at
some distance, and then robbed them of
their money. These two wicked creaturcs
agreed, for a large reward, to do the black-
est deed that ever yet was heard of ; and
the uncle began to prepare evcr_y thing cc-
cordingly. :

He told an artful story to his wife, of

what good it would be to put the children
forward in their learning ; how he had a re-
lation in London who would take the great-
est care of them. Ife then'said to the in-
nocent children: ¢ Should you not like,
my pretty ones, to sce the famous town of .
London, where you, William, can buy a
fine wooden horse to ride upon all day long,
and a whip to make him gallop, and a fine
sword to wear by yourside? And you, Jane,
shiall have pretty frocks, and pretty dolls,
' ) and
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and pretty pincushions; and a nice gilded
- coach shall be got to take you there.”

““Oh yes, I will go, uncle,”said William
““Oh yes, 1 will go, unvcle,”said Jane: and
the uncle, with a heart of stone, soon got
them ready for the Journey.

The unsuspecting little creatures were a
few days after put into a fine coach, and
with them the two inhuman butchers who
were soon to end their joyful prattle and
turn their smiles to tears. Onpe of them
served as coachman, and the other sat be-
tween little William and little Jane. -

When they had reached the entrance to
the dark thick wood, the two ruflians took
them out of the coach, telling them they
might now walk a little way and gather
flowers ; and while the children were skip-
ping about like lambs, the ruffians turned
their backs to them and began to eonsult
about what they had to do. :

¢ In good truth,” says the one who had

been
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beensittingall the way between the childven,
< now I have seen their cherub faces, and
heard their pretty speech, I have no heart
to do the blocdy deed : letus fling away the
ugly knife, and send the children back to
their uncle.” ¢ That will not I,” says the
othér: ¢ what boots their pretty speech to
us? And who will pay us for being so
chicken-hearted 2> Think of your own
infants,” answered the first. ¢ Think how
much money T shall get for them if I do
not turn coward,”” answered the other.

At last the two ruffians fell into so great
a passion about butchering the innocent
little creatures, that he who wished to
spare their lives suddenly opened the great
knife he had brought to kill them, and
stabbed the other to the heart, so that he
fell down dead. :

The one who had killed him was now
areatly at a loss what to do with the chil-
dren, for he wanted to get away as fast as
he could for fear of being found in the

wood.
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wood. Tie was not, however, long in de-
termining that he must leave thcm in the
wood to the chance of some traveller pass-
ing hy ‘¢ Look ye, my pretty ones,” said
he, ¢ you must each take hold and come
along with me.”  The poor children took
cach a hand and wenton, the tears bursting
from their eyes and their little limbs trem-
bling with fear.

Thus did he lead thcm for about twe
wmites further on in the wood, and then told
them to wait there till he could come back
from the next town, where he would goand
get them some food.

William took his sister Jane by the hand,
and they wandered fearfully up and down
the wood.” <« Will the strange man come
with some cakes, Billy :” says little Jane.

Presently, dear Jane,” says William.
And soon again, ¢ I wish I had some
cakes, Billy,” said she. The y then strain-
ed their little eyes to every part of the
wood ; and it would have melted a heart of

7 . stone
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stone to see iow sorrowful they looked, and
how they listened to every sound of wind
m the trees. ‘

After wailing very lon they tried to
satisfy their hunger with bhu‘kbcvrics : but
they soon devoured all that were within
their reach; and night-too coming on,
William, who had tried all he could to )
comfort his little sister, now wanted com-
fort himself; so when Jane said once
more, ¢ How hungry Iam; Ztilly, 1 b-e-
ldeves—I c¢annot help erying—"" William
burst out a-crying too; and down they lay
upon the cold earth: and putting their
arms round each other’s neck, there.they
starved, and there they died.

Thus were these pretty innocenis mur-
dered ; and, as no one knew of their death,
so no one sought to give them burial.

The wicked uncle, supposing they had
been killed as he desired, told all who asked
for them an artful tale of their having died

in
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in London of the small-pox ; and accordings
ly took possession openly of their fortune.

But all this did him very little service ;
for soon after his wife died; and being
very unhappy, and always thinking too
that he'saw the bleeding innocents - be-
fore his eyes, he neglected all his busi-
ness ; so that instead of growing richer, he
every day grew poorer. Histwo sons also,
who had embarked for a foreign land, were
both drownc.! atsea, and he became com-
pletely miserable.

When things had gone on in this manner
for 'some years, the ruflion who for pity
would not kill the children, committed
another robbery in the wood; and being
pursned by some men, ‘he was laid hold of
and brought to prison, and soon after was
tried at the assizes and found guilty; so
that he was condemned to be hanged for the
crime.

As soon as he found what his unhappy

end
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end must be, he sent for the keeper of the
prison, and confessed tt) him all the crimes
he had been guilty of in his whole life, and
thus declared. the story of the pretty inno-
cents ; telling at the same time, in what
part of the wood he had left them to starve.

The news of the discovery he had made
soon reached the uncle’s ears ; who, being
already broken-hearted for the misfortunes
that had befallen him, and unable to bear
the load of public shame that conld notbut
await him, lay down upon bis bed and
died that very day.

No sooner were the tidings of the faie of
the two children made public, than pro-
per persons were sent to search the wood ;
when, after many fruitless endeavours, the
pretty babes wére at length found stretched
in each other’s arms, with William’s arm
round the neck of Jane, his face turned
close to hers, and his frock pulled over
herbody. They were covered all over with
leaves, which in all that time had never

YOL: 1. E withered ;
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withered ; and on a bush near {his cold
grave a robin red-breast watched and chirp-
ed: so that many gentle hearts still think
that piteous bird did bring the leaves which
made their grave.

PERONELLA.
ARSI

THERE was once upon a time a queen so
very old, that all hier teeth had dropped out
and all ber hair had fallen off: her head shook
like an aspen leaf, nor could she scarcely
sce at all even with spectacles: her nose and
chin almost touched each other: she was
shrunk to somewhat more than half of her
former height; wasallofa hieap, and her back
so very round that one could not but imagine

she had been hunch-backed all her life-
A fairy who had been present at the
birth of the queen just now paid her a visit,
and,
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and, sceing her burthened with age and in-
firmity, asLed her majesty if she wished to
grow young again.

¢ Ifow can you doubt it?” replied the
queen : ¢ there is not a jewel in my caskets
but I would dnbto be once more only
twenty years of age.” -

¢ If it be so,” continued the fairy, ¢ we
must immediately look out for some young
bkmnunwcnmhnn,who10rﬂxzy1e(ﬁyoul
majesty’s great riches will take upon her
the hundred years you would fain get rid
of.  Does your majesty think we shall be
able to find such a person 2’

¢« We will try,” replied the queen ; and
immediately ordered the strictest search to
be made throughout her dominions, for a
young lass who should be. willing to give
yer youth in exchange for age, infirmitics,
and riches.

It was not long before several covetous
creatures made their appearance to accept
the proffered conditions: but when they

E2 saw
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saw how the old queen coughed, and spit,
and rattled in her throat; how shelived upon
spoon-meat ; how dirty she was ; that she
Wwas wrinkled, and her person smelied disa-
greeably ; what pain she suffered ; and how
many times she said over the same thing,
they said they preferred their own condi-
tion, poor and miserable as it was, to riches
and the hundred years of her majesty.

Afterward there came some persons of a
still more ambitious temper : to these the
queen promised the most profitable places
and the highest honours. At first they
were cxiremely willing; but when they
had staycd ‘a short time with her majesty,
they shook their heads asthey left the room,
saying: ““ Of what use wounld all the queen’
posscsses be {o us, since, being so very hi-
deous and disgusting, we could not venture
to show oursclves to any one?”

At length a young lass from a country
village presented herself. She was extremely
beautiful, and declared herself willing to

' accept






£ §7:

//' ‘//////'/ r

lu//A/.l/L_ Ludlickd /:1/ Tabart & [‘.‘L"u»d.

7280 7



PERONELLA. 41

accept of the crown in exchange for the
youth :—her name was Peronella.

At first the queen was very ancrry ; but
what end could itanswer tobe angry, sinceit
was her determination to grow young again?

She proposed to Peronclla to divide the
" kingdom with her: ¢ You shall have one
half, and 1 the other,” said she: ¢ this
surely is enough for you, who are but a
poor country girl.”

No,” repiied Peronclla: ¢ this will by
no means satisfy me, I willhavethewhole:
or let me be still a country girl with my
blooming complexion and my briskness,
and do you keep your wrinkles and your
hundred years, with Death himself treading
upon your hecls.”

< But,” continued the queen, ¢ what
shall I do if I give dway my whole king-
dom 2 ¢ Do 2" said Peronella. ¢ Youar ma-
jesty will laugh, dance and sing as I do.:2
and so saying, she laughed, danced and
sung before hcr.

E 3 The
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The queen, who could do nothing like
this, asked Peronclla how she would amuse
herself if she were in her place, a strangcx"
as she was to the infirmities of age?

“ 1 really cannot be quite sure what I
would do,” answered Peronella: ¢ Lyt I
havea great mind to try the experiment,
since every one says it is so fine a thing to
be a queen.”

Whilethe queen and Peronella were thus
making their agrcement, the fairy herself
entered the room, and said to the country
lass: ¢¢ Are you willing to make the trial,
how you should like to bea Gueen, extreme-
ly rich, and a hundred years old ?”’

“ I have no objection,” said Peronella.

In a single instant her skin is all over
wrinkles ; her hair turns grey ; she becomes
peevish and ill-natured ; her head shakes ;
her teeth drop out: she is already a hun-
‘dred years old.

The fairy next opened a little box, and
a nuerous crowd of officers apd courtiers,

all
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all richly dressed, came out of it ;; who im-
mediately rose to their full stature, and all
paid a thousand compliments to the new
queen. ,

‘A sumptuous repast is set before her: but
<he has not the least appetite ; she cannot
chew ; she knows not what to say, or Low
to behave, and is quite ashamed at ‘the
ficure she makes ; she ecoughs till she is
almost dead ; she drivels, and a drop hangs
at her nose which she has not strength to
“wipe away ; she sees herself in the looking-
glass, and perceives she is as ugly and de-
formed as an old grandam ape.

In the mean while the real queen stood
in a corner, smiling all the time to see how
fresh and comely she was grown; what
beautiful hair she had ; .and how her teeth
were become white and firm. _

Her complexion was fair and rosy, and
she could skip about as nimbly as a deer =
but then she was dressed in a short filthy

rag
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rag of a petticoat, and her cap and apron
scemed as if she had sifted cinders through
them. :

She scarcely dared to move in such
clothes as these, to which she had never
been accustomed ; and the guards, whe
never suftered such dirty ragged-loo’ing
people within the palace gates, pushed her
about with the greatest rudencss.

Perom:lla., who all the time was looking
on, now said to her: ¢ J see it js quite
dreadful to you not to he a queen, and it
is still more so to me to be one: vray take
your crown again, and give me my rageed
petticoat.”

The change was immediately made, The
queen grew old. again, and Peronelia gs
young and blooming as she had been be-
fore. :

Scarcely was the change complete, than
each began to repent of what she had done,
and would have tried a little longer: but it

was



PERONELLA: A5

was now too late. The fairy condemned
them for ever after to remain in their own
conditions.

The queen cried all day long, if her fin-
ger did but ach ; saying: Alas! if I were
now but Peronella, I should, it is true, sleep

“in a poor cottage, and live on potatoes
but 1 should dance with_the shepherds
under a shady elm, to the ‘soft sounds of
the flute. Of what service is a bed of
down to me, since it procures me neither
sleep mor ease? or so many attendants,
since they cannot change my unhappy con=
dition?”

Thus the queen’s fretfulness increased
the pain she suffered : nor could the twelve
physicians, who constantly attended her,
be of the least service. In short, she died
about two months after.

Peronella was dancing with her compa-
nions, on the fresh grass by the side of a
transparent stream, when the first news of

the queen’s death reached her: so she said
' to
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to her companions: ¢ How fortunate T wag
in preferring my own humble lot to that of
a kingdom !”’ -

Soon after, the fairy came again to visit
Peronella, and gave her the choice of three
husbands: the first was old, peevish, dis-
agrecable, jealous, and cruel ; but, at the
same time, rich, powerful, and a man of
high. distinction, who would never sufter
her by day or night to be, fora single mo-
ment, out of his sight,

The second was handsome, mild , and
amiable; he was descended from a noble
family, but was extremely poor, and un-
lucky in all his undertakings.

T'he third, like herself, was of poor ex.
traction, and a shepherd ; but neither hand-
some nor ugly : he would be neither over-
fond nor neglectful ; neither rich nor very
poor. Peronella knew not which to choose ;
for she was passionately fond of fine clothes,
of a coach, and of great distinction.

But the fairy, sceing hey hesitate, said -

“ What
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¢ What a silly girl you are! If you would
be happy, you must choose the shepherd.

f‘()ftheseunn]you‘wouklbetoofbnd;
the first would be too fond of you ; either
would make you miserable: be content, if
the third never treat you unkindly.

¢ It is a thousand times better to dance
on the green grass, or on the fern, than
ina palace; and to be poor Peronella in a
village, than a fine lady who is for cver
sick and discontented at court.

¢ If you will determine to think nothing
of grandeur and riches, you may lead a
long and happy life with your shepherd,
in a state of the most perfect content.”

Peronella took the fairy’s advice, and
bemnnealnoofofthehapphussthataWaUs
a simple life.

FORTU~
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I~ the city of Famagosta, in the island of
Cyprus, there lived a gentleman possessed
of immense riches.  His name was Theodo-
rus: he married the most beautiful lady in
Cyprus, and she was as rich as himself:
she was called Graciana.

They thought themselves, to be sure,
extremely happy in being able to keep the
finest house and gardens imaginable ; and
in entertaining their friends not only with
the most delicate repasts, but diversions
of every kind. Among the rest, they rode
out on the most stately horses ever beheld,
which were covered with the richest hous-
ings; they had pleasure-boats painted with
the finest colours, to take them on the water
when the weather was not too hot ; and had

beside all sorts of musical instruments.
In
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In addition to all this, the lady Graciana
- brought her husband a fine little son: sp
that one would think nothing could have
prevented Theodorus and the lady Graciana
from being the happiest and most contented
persons in all the world.

This, however, was not long the case.
The lady Graciana, it is true, was as con-
tented as could be; but Theodorus, when
he had enjoyed all those gratifications for
some time, grew tired of them: not even
the smiles of the pretty little Fortunatus, for
he was christened by that name, could pre-
vent him from thinking he should find
more pleasure in going into company with
the gayest gentlemen of Famagosta.

Theodorus accordingly made acquaint-
ance with some young noblemen of the
court, with whom he sat up all night, drink-
ing, and playing cards; and in a few years
spent with them his whole fortune : so that
he was obliged to send away his servants;
asd, a last, had no longer the means of

VoL, I. F providing
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providing his family with even a loaf of
bread. :

He was now very sorry for what he had
done ; but it was too late ; and there was no
- remedy for his foolish conduct, but to work
at some trade to support his wife and child.
- For all this, the lady Graciana did not
say affronting things to him ; but continued
to love her husband as hefore; saying s
“ Dear Theodorus, I do not, it is true,
know how o work at any trade; but, if I
-cannot help you in getting money, I will
help you to save it: for I will clean the
house, and make the bread; and wash our
clothes, all with my own hands; and though
they have not been used to such hard work,
they will soon beable to bear it,if you will but
love your Graciana and yaur Fortunatus.”

So Theodorus set to work : and the lady
Graciana, who had al ways been accustomed
to ring her bell for every thing she wanted,
- mow scoured the kettles and washed the
¢lothes with her own hands.

They
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They went on in this manner for scveral
years, till Fortunatus was sixteen years of
age. Oneday when they were all scated at
dinner, Theodorus fixed his eyes very sor-
rowfully on his son, and sighed deeply.
¢ What ails you, my father ¢ said Fortu-
patus. ¢ Ah! my boy,” says Theodorus,
¢ ] have reason enough to be sorrowful,
when I think of the noble fortune I have
squandered, and that my folly will be the
means of obliging you to labour, as I do,
for subsistence.”

¢« Father,” replied Fortunatus, ¢ never
grieve about it : 1 have often thought that
it is time I should do something for myself;
and though I have not been brought up
to any trade, yet I trust I can find out how
to gain a subgjstence 1n some way or
other.”

When Fortunatus had finished his din-
ner, he took bis hat and wandered to the
sea-side, determined to employ himself in
thinking of what steps he could pursue, 30

¥ 2 as
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as to be no longer a burthen to his father
and mother.

It happened that just as he reached the
sea-shore,the carl of IV landers, who had been
to Jerusalem, and on' his return bome had
touched at Cyprus, was getting on board
his ship with all his retinue to set sail for
Flanders. Fortunatus instantly thought of
offering himself to be his page. 'The earl,
seeing he was a very smart-looking lad, and
hearing the quick replies he made to the
questions he asked him, was very willing to
engage him ; so without further ceremony
he went on board.

On their way the ship touched at Ve-
nice; where Fortunatus had an opportunity
of seeing many new and surprising things,
which both helped to raise his desire of
travelling, and to improre his understand-
ing.

Soon after they arrived in Flanders, and
had not been long on shore before the earl
his master was married to the daughter of

the
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the duke of Cleves; and the ceremony was:-
accompanied by all sorts of public rejoic-
ings, tilts, tournaments, and entertainments,
which lasted several days : among the rest,
the earl’s lady gave two jewels as prizes to
be tilted for, each of the value of one hun-
dred crowns. _

One of these was won by Fortunatus, and
the other by Timothy, an attendant on the
duke of Burgundy ; who afterwards chal-
lenged Fortunatus to run another tilt with
him, so that he that should win should have
both the jewels. Accordingly they tilted ;
and at the fourth course Fortunatus hoisted
Timothy a full spear’s length from his
horse, and thus won both the jewels; which
pleased the earl and countess so much, that
they praised Fortunatus, and held him in
greater esteem than ever.

Upon this occasion, also, Fortunatus re-
eived many rich presents from the nobility
who were present : but the high fayour he
enjoyed wade his fellow-sexrvants jealous

F3 ‘ and
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and one among them, whose name was
Robert, who had always pretended a great
friendship for Fortunatus, made him be-
lieve that, notwithstanding all the earl’s
kindness, he in secret envied Fortunatus
his great skill at tournaments and tilting ;
assuring him that he had heard the earl
give private orders to onc of his servants to
find some means of killing him next day
while they should all be ont a-hunting.

Fortunatus thanked the treacherous Ro-
bert for what he thought a great kindness,
and next day at daybreak he took the
swiflest horse in the earl’s stables and left
his dominions.

The earl, hearing that Fortunatus had
suddenly withdrawn himself, was much
surprised, and questioned all his servants
respecting what they knew of the affair ;
but they all denied knowing any thing about
it, or for what reasons he had left them : to
which the earl replied, ¢ that he was a lad
for whom he had a great estcem ; that some

of
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of them must have offered iim an affront ;
and that, whenever he found it out, he
would not fail to punish it severely.”

In the mean time Fortunatus, being out
of the earl’s dominions, stopped at an inn
for some refreshment: he here began to
consider what he was worth ; and having
taken out all his fine clothes and jewels to
look at, he could not help putting them on,
and looking at himself in the glass, admi-
ring vastly what a fine smart fellow he looked
Jike : then taking out his purse, he counted
the money that had been given him by the
Jords and ladics at the tournament.

Finding that, in all, he was worth five
hundred crowns, he bought a horse, taking
care to send back that which he had taken
from his master’s stables. He then set off
for Calais; crossed the channel, landed
safely at Dover, and proceeded to London; -
where he soon introduced himself into gen-
teel company, and had once the honour to
dance wilh the danghter of a duke at the

lady



56 FORTUNATUS:

lady mayoress’s ball: but this sort of life,
as it may well be supposed, soon exhausted
his little stock of moncy.

When Fortunatus found himself pennya
less, he began to think of returning to
France, and soon after embarked in a ship
bound to Picardy: here he landed ; but
finding no means of employing himself, he
set off for Brittany ; when happening to
cross a wood he lost his way, and was
obliged to stay in it all night.

The next morning he was but little better
off than before, for he could find no path :
so he wandered about from one part of the
wood to another, till at length, on the
evening of the second day, he happened to
meet with a spring, at which he drank very
heartily ; but still he had nothing to eat,
and was ready to dic of hunger,

When night again came on, hearing the
growling of wild beasts, he climbed- up a
high tree for safety ; and scarcely had he
seated - himself in it before a lion walked

fiercely



FORTUNATUS. b7

fiercely up to the spring to drink: this
frightened him exceedingly. The lion be-
ing gone, a bear came to drink also; and
as the moon shone very bright, he looked
up and saw Fortunatus, and immediately
began to climb up the tree to get at him.
Fortunatus however drew his sword, and
sat quietly till the bear was come within
arm’s length, and then pierced him with it
in the body several times ; which made the
bear so very furious, that, making a great
effort to get to Fortunatus, the bough broke,
and down he fell, and lay sprawling and
making a hideous yell on the ground.
Fortunatus, looking round on all sides
and seeing no more wild beasts near,
thought this would be an excellent oppor-
tunity to get rid of the bear at once: so
down he comes, and kills him at a single
blow : being almost famished for want of
food, he stoomed down and was going to
suck the blood of the bear; when, once
more loqking round, to see if any wild beast
was
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was coming, what was his astonishment at
beholding a beautiful lady standing by his
side, with a bandage over her eyes, leaning
upon a wheel, and looking as if she intend-
ed tospeak! :

The lady did not make him wait long
before she pronounced the following words :
“ Know, young man, that my name is
Fortune: I have the power to bestow on
mortals, wisdom, strength, riches, health,
beauty, and long life: one of these 1 am
willing to bestow on thee; choose. for thy-
self which it shall be.”

Fortunatus was not a moment before he
answered : ¢ Gracious lady, I prefer to
have riches in such abundance that 1 may
never again know what it is to be so very
hungry as I now find myself.”

Thelady then presented him witha purse,
telling him that, in whatever country he
might happen to be, he had only to put his
hand into the purse as often as he pleased,
and he would be sure to find in it ten pleces

of
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of gold ; that the purse should never fail
of producing the like sum as long as it re-
mained in the possession of him and his
children ; but that, when he and his chil-
dren should be dead, then the purse should
lose this extraordinary quality.

Fortunatus could scarce contaimhimself
for joy, and began to thank the lady very
eagerly : but she told him he had better
think of making the best of his way out of
the wood, and accordingly directed him
which path to take, and then bade him
farewell.

He walked by the light of the moon as fast
as his weak condition would allow of; till he
came near an inn: before he went in, how-
ever, he thought it would be prudent to see
if the lady Fortune had been as good as her
word : so he put his hand in his purse, and
to his great joy counted ten pieces of gold.

Haviong nothing to fear, Fortunatus walk-
ed boldly into the inn, and called for the
best supper they conld get ready in a minute:

SLor
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¢¢ for,” says he, ¢ I must wait till to-mor-
row before I am very nice: with my pre-
sent appetite any thing will do.”

Fortunatus very soon satisfied his hun-
ger, and called for every sort of wine the
house afforded ; and after supper began to
ihml\ what sort of life he should now lead :

¢ for,” says he, ¢ I shall now have money
enongh for every thing I can desire.”

He slept that night on the very best bed
in the house; and the next day ordered the
most sumptuous provisions of every kind :
if he rang his bell, all the waiters tried who
should run fastest to inquire what he pleased
to want; and the landlord himself, hearing
what a princely guest was come to his
house, took care to be standing at the door
to bow to him when he should be passing
out.

Fortunatus inquired of the landlord, if
any fine horses could be got in the neigh-
bourhood ; also, if he knew of some smart-
!ookmg cIevcr ‘men-servants who wanted

' places,
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places. The landlord fortunately was able
to get hiim provided with both, to his great
liking.
Being thus furnished with every thing
he wanted, he set out on the handsomest
‘horse that was ever seen, attended by two
servants, for the nearest town; where he
bought some magnificent suits of clothes,
‘and put his two servants in liveries laced
with gold, and then proceeded to Paris.
Here he took the finest house that was
to be got, and lived in great splendour ; he
entertained the nobility, and gave the finest
balls to all the most beautiful ladies of the
court. He went to all public places of en-
tertainment, and the first lords in the coun-
try constantly invited him to their houses.
 ile had lived in this manner for about a
year, when he began to think of returning
to Famagosta to visit his parents, whom he
had left in a very poor condition. ¢ But,”
says Fortunatus, ‘“as I am young and inex-
perienced, I should like to meet with some
VOL. I. G person
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person of more knowledge thanI have, who
would make my journey both useful and
pleasing to me.”

He had not long wished this, before he
fell into company with a venerable old gen-
tleman called Loch Fitly, who he found
was a native of Scotland, and had lefta wife
and ten children a great many years ago in
hopes to better his fortune ; but was now,
owing to different accidents, poorer than
ever, and had not money enough even to
take bim back to his family.

Loch Fitty, finding how much Fortuna-
tus desired to obtain knowledge, related to
him many of the strange adventures he had
met with; and gave him an account of all
the kingdoms he had been in, as well as of
the customs, dress, and manners of the in-
habitants.

Says Fortunatus to himself: ¢ This is the
very man [ stand in need of ;" so, without
further ceremony, he made him a very ad-

vantageous proposal, which the old gentle-
man
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man accepted, on condition that he should
be first permitied to go and visit his family.

Fortunatus assured him he had not the
least objection: ¢ And,” added he, ““ as 1
am a little tired of being always in the
midst of such noisy pleasures as one finds
at Paris, I will, with your leave, go with
you to Scotland and see your wife and
children.”

They set out the very next day, and ar-
rived at the house of Loch Fitty ; Fortuna-
tus not having once, in all the way, de-
sircd to change his kind companion for the
splendid entertainments he had quitted. -

Loch Fitty embraced his wife and chil-
dren, five of whom were daughters, and the
most beautiful creatures he had ever beheld.
W hen they had taken some refreshment,
his wife said to him : “ Ah! dear lord Loch
Fitty, how happy [ am to sce you once
again! now 1 trust we shall enjoy each
other’s compeny for the rest of our lives!
W hat signifies that we are poor ! We wiil

G 2 be
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be content, if you will but promise you
will not agafn think of leaving us to get
wealth, only because we have a title.”

Fortunatus listened with great surprise.
¢ What,” said he, ““are you a lord? Then
you shall be a rich lord too. And that you
may not think you owe me any obligation
for the fortune 1 shall give you, 1 will put
it iz your power to make me, on the con-
trary, much your debtor. Bestow on me
your youngest daughter, called Cassandra
and let us have the pleasure of your com-
pany as far as Famagosta; and take #our
whole family with you, that you may have
pleasant company on your way back, when
you have rested in that place from your
fatigne.”

Lord Loch Fitty shed some tears of JOY,
to think he should at last sce his family re-
stored to all the honours it had once en-
Joyed ; and after accepting Fortunatus as a
busband for his daughter Cassandra, he
related to him the misfortunes that obliged

him



FORTUNATUS. 65

him to live in poverty at Paris, and call
himself by the plain name of Loch Fitty.

“"When lord Loch Fitty had ended his
story, they agreed that the lady Cassandra
should the very next morning be asked to
accept the hand of Fortunatus ; and that,
should she consent, they would embark in
a few days for Famagosta.

The next moriing the proposal was made
in form, as was agreed on, and Fortunatus
had the pleasure of hearing from the lips
of the beautiful Cassandra, that the very
first time she cast her eyes on him she
thought him the most handsome and accom=
plished gentleman in all the w orld.

Every thing was soon ready for their de-
parture. Fortunatus, lord Loch Fitty, his -
lady, and their ten children, embarked in a
large commodious ship; they had prospe-
rous winds, and landed happily at the port
of Famagosta. They spent a few days in
the necessary preparations, and the marriage

63 was
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was then celebrated with all the magnifi-
cence and rejoicings imaginable.

+"As Fortunatus found that his parents
were both dead, he begged lord Loch itty
would be kind enough to stay and keep
him and his lady company : so they lived
ail together in the finest house that was to
be got in the city of Famagosta, and gave
- the most splendid entertairnents.

By the end of the first year, the lady

Cassandra had a little son, who was chris- -

tened Ampedo; and the year following,

another, who was christened Andolocia,
For twelve years Fortunatus' lived the
happiest life imaginable with hisiiifeand
children and his wife’s re?atiqu';{énd' each
of her sisters having rccpivéd;;éifortune
from the bountiful purse’ of Foit‘snatus,
they soon married to great advantage: but
by this time his taste  for travelling re-
turned; and he thought, as he was now
so much older and wiser than when he
was

et s e L e



FORTUNATUS. ; 67

was at Paris, he should not want a compa-
nion ; for lord Loch Fitty was at this time
tco old to bear fatigue.

After obtaining, with great difficulty, the
consent of the lady Cassandra, who, at
last, insisted on his staying only two years,
he got every thing ready for his departuare 3
and taking his lady into one of his private
rooms, showed her three chests of gold,
one of which he desired she would keep
for berself, and take charge of the other
two for their soms, in case any accident
should befall him. He then led her back
to the apartment where the whole family -
were sitting ; and after tenderly embracing
{hem all one by one, he set sail with a fair
wind for Alexandria.

Fortunatus being told, on his arrival in
this place, that it was customary to make a
handsome present to the sultan, sent him
a piece of plate that cost five thousand du-
cats. 'The sultan was so extremely pleased,
that he ordered a hundred casks of spices to

be--
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be presented to Fortunatus in return « tliese:
Fortunatus sent immediately to the lad y
Cassandra, with the tenderest letters ima-
ginable, by the very ship that brought him,
and was then going back to F amagosta.

Fortunatus took an early opportunity of
telling the sultan he wished to travel through
Lis dominions by land : so the sultan im-
mediately ordered hi such passports aud
letters of recommendation as he might stand
in need of'to the neighbouring princes.
He then purchased a camel, hired proper
attendants, and set off on his travels,

He went through Turkey, Persia, and
from thence to Carthage; he next proceed-
ed to the country of Prester John, who
rides upon a white elephant, and has kings
to wait on him.,

Fortunatus made him some rich presents,
and went on to Calcutta ; and, returning,
took Jerusalem in his way, and so back to
Alexandria, where he had the good fortune
to find the same ship which had brought

him,
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him, and to learn of the captain that his
wife and family were all in perfect health.

The first thing he did was to pay a visit
to his old friend the sultan, to whom he
again made a handsome present, and was
invited to dine at his palace.

After the repast, the sultan said: ¢ It
must be vastly amusing, Fortanatus, to hear
an account of the different places you have
scen: pray favour me with a history of
your travels.” i

 Fortunatus did as he was desived ; and
pleased the sultan extremely, by relating
the many curious adventures he had met
with, particalarly the manner of his ac-
- guaintance with the lord Loch Fitty, and
the desire of that nobieman to maintain the
honours of his ancestors.

W hen he had finished, the sultan express-
ed himself much delighted with what he
had heard; and added, that he had in his
possession a greater curiosity tham any thing
Fortunatus had told him of : and imme-

diately
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diately leading him into a room nearly
filled with jewels, he opened a large closet,
and taking out a cap, told Fortunatus it
was of greater value than all the fest,

Fortunatus imagined the sultan was jest-
_ing, and told him he had secen many a bet-
ter cap than that—¢¢ Ah!”’ said the sultap,
¢ that_is because you do mnot know its
‘value, Whoever puts this cap on his
head, and wishes himself in any part of the
world, is instantly conveyed thither.”

¢ Indeed !” says Fortunatus: “ and
_ Ppray is the man living who made it 3"

“ That I know nothing about,” said the
sultan. '

¢ Really one would scarcely have believ-
ed it,” says Fortunatus, ¢ Pray, sir, is
it very heavy ?

“ Not at all,” replied the sultan : < you
may feel it.”

Fortunatus took up the hat, put it en
his head, and could not help wishing him-
sclf on board the ship that was going back

' A to
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to Famagosta. In less than a moment he

was carried through the winds on board' of
her, justas she was ready to set sail; and

there being a brisk gale, they were out of

sight in less than half an hour. |

The ship arrived in safety at Famagosta
after a happy passage, and Fortunatus had.
the satisfaction to find his wife and chil-
dren well ; but lord Loch Fitty and his
lady had died of old age, and were buried
side by side.

Fortunatus now began to take great plea-
sure in educating his two boys ; and accus-
tomed them to all sorts of manly exercises,
sach as wrestling, tilts, and tournaments.
Now and then he recollected the wonderful
cap he had in his pessession, and at such
times would wish he could just take a peep
at what was passing in different countries;
when, though his wish never failed to
be accomplished, yet, as he always con=
tented himself with staying only an hour or
two, the lady Cassandra never missed him,

and
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and had no further uneasiness about his
Love of travelling. _

At last, Fortunatus began to get old, and
the lady Cassandra fell sick and died. The
loss of her caused him so much grief, that
soon after he fell sick ; and believing he had
not long to live, he called his two sons to
his bedside, and told them the secret of the
purseand cap, which he desired they would
on no account disclose to any one: ¢ Fol.
low my example,” says Fortunatus: ¢ |
bave had the purse these forty years, and
Ro living creature knew from what source
I obtained my riches.” '

He then recommended to them 1o malke
use of the purse between them, and to live
together 'in  harmony ; and, embracing
them, died scon after, ’

T'ortunatus was buried in great pomp by
tiie side of the lady Cassandra, in his own
chupel, and was for a long time mourned
by the people of Famagosta.

It was not long after the death of Fortu,

natus,
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natus, when Andolocia came to his brother
Ampedo; who, being the eldest, had the
purse in his “possession, and begged he
would let him have it for a certain time,
as he wished to set out on his travels for .
distant conntries : to this Ampedo would
by no means consent; and they came to
high words concerning it. At length, how=
ever, Ampedo consented to let his brother
have the purse for six years; and accord-
ingly, after filling all his coffers, he gave it
into his hands; with this agreement, how-
ever, that he was afterward to keep it for
as long a time himself,

As Andolocia possessed exactly his fa-
ther’s temper in his love of travelling to.
distant countries, he was overjoyed to think
lic iad obtained the purse, and immediately
began his preparations for setting -out.
The first place he visited was Paris.

In this place there was a famous wrestler
called Strongfist, who had never yet been
thrown by any man. Andolocia sent him

YOL,.I, H a chal,
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a challenge, which Strongfist willingly ac-
cepted, and a day was appointed for the
combat : in the mean while the news reach-
ed all the inhabitants of Paris, who ace
_ cordingly resolved to be witness of the
scene.

The combatants met at the time and
place appointed, and fell to with great spi-
rit; but it was soon seen that Strongfist was
not half so skilful as Andolocia, who, after
a few blows, made him cry out he could
fight no longer.

No sooner, however, was Strongfist re-
covered of the blows he had received, than,
enraged to think he had been conquered by
a stranger, and lost his reputation, he sent
Andolocia another challenge; and they ac-
cordingly raet as before,

Butf Strongfist gained nothing by this
second attempt; for Andolocia made him
once more cry out, * He was satisfied ;” so
that the air resounded with the acclima-
ticas bestowed on Audolocia, while Strong-

fist
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fist was so maimed he could never after
engage in wrestling. :

After staying some time longer in Paris,
where he.was loaded with every mark of
distinction, the news of his great skill
reached England, and he was invited by
the king to the court of Lonidon ; for, being
just at that time going to war with the
king of Scotland, he wished to have Ando-
locia’s advice how to conduct his army.

Andolocia accepted the proposal with
joy ; for it was the king of Scotland’s fa-
ther who had deprived his grandfather, the
Jord Loch Fitty, of all his fortune, and
caused him to leave hislady and his home
and live in a mean condition in Paris.

He lost no time in preparing for the
journey, and reached London in safety,
where he was received with marks of the
greatest kindness by the king and the whole
court : and Andolocia informing his ma-
jesty of the ill-will be owed the king of

12 Scotland,
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. Scotland, on the late king"s account, it was
immediately agreed on that he should head
an arimy of the choicest troops in the Eng-
lish dominions and march against him,

They accordingly set out for Scotland ;
had a furious battle with the king, and de-
feated him and his whole army ; and, re-
turning to London, was loaded with the
highest honours at the court of the king of
England. :

1 Andolocia took a magnificent housé in

the finest square in London, and frequently

entertained the king and all his nobles,

whom he treated in so sumptusus 4 man<
. ner, 1hat the king could not help wonder-

ing how a private gentleman could possibly
. have so much wealth. i

One day Andolocia being at coust, he
happened (o sce the king’s daughter Agrip-
Pina, with whom he fcll violently in love,
and made her such costly presents as sur-
priscd the king more than before, so that

he
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Le' could not help telling the queen he
could not imagine how he came by sucha
fortune. Ko

The queen immediately set herself to
work to find out the secret, and accord-
ingly she told her daughter Agrippina,
when she should be alone with him to find
it out if possible.

Soon after Andolocia, being scated by
the princess, told her how very beautiful he
thought her, and how much he wished for
the honour of having her for his wife.

The princess thought this a very good
opportunity for finding out the secret, so
she answered : That she liked him very
well, but supposed he could not possibly
have sufficient fortune to maintain the
daaghter of a king.

Upon this Andolocia pulled out his
purse, and threw ten pieces of gold'af a
time into hex lzip; and at length told her
how it came into his father’s possession,
and every particular concerning it.

i3 The
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The princess Agrippina hastened to teil
the queen all she had heard ; who pretend-
ing the greatest fondness for Andolocia,
took him into her closet, and presented
him with a glass of the richest cordial, into
which she had put a drug that soon threw
him into a sound sleep ; when, putting her
hand into his pocket, she took his purse,
and had him immediately conveyed to his
own house fast asleep.

The queen then gave the purse to the
young princess, saying, as it was for her
sake she had taken it, it was but right that
it should be ir her possession.

When Andolocia waked and missed his
purse, he was almost frantic : when he had
run about the house for a long time, not
knowing what to do, he at last thought of
what had happened to him at the palace;
whither he immediately went and asked to
speak with the queen, and was told she
could not be seen. He then inquired for
the princess, and obtained the same answer.

All
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All this convinced Andolocia that the
queen had taken his purse and did not in-
tend to return it. The first thing he did.
was to borrow a hundred crowns of his -
steward, by means of which he got to Fa-
magosta as fast as he could; and, with great
difficulty, prevailed on his brother to spare
him the cap for a short time, that he
might transport himself, in a moment,
wherever he pleased.

Having obtained it he put it on, and in-
stantly -wished himself in princess Agrip-
pina’s chamber, whom he intended to con=
sult about getting back his purse from the
queen.

But no astonishment could be greater
than his, when, looking at the princess, he
saw his purse fastened to her girdle. An-
~ dolocia perceiving this, desired of the prin-
cess to restore it, which she refusing, he
clasped her in his arms and wished him-
self in an orchard full of fruit-trees in the
neighbourhood of Constantinople.

His
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His ' wish was instantly accomplished,
and they found themselyes sitting under a
large fig-tree: when the f)rincess, sceing
what fine figs were on it, intreated him to
get her one to eat. Andolocia, who loved
_ Agrippina very much, notwithstanding she
bad used him so unkindly, immediately
threw his cap upon the ground and began
to elimb the tree. _

The princess, quite ignorant of the virtue
in the cap, being greatly faticued with the
scorching of the sun, put it on her head,
and happening at the same moment to be
wishing she was in her cold bath at the
palace of her father, she was mediately
laken “up into the air and was out of sicht
in a minute.

When Andolocia looked round and saw
that both the princess and his cap were
gone, he knew not, so great was Lis vexa-
tion, what step to take : but after walking
about for some time, finding himself thirsty,
he began. to eat some apples, when two

» large

I
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large horns sprang directly out of his fore-
head.

He now ran like a madman about the
orchard, and his cries were heard by an
aged hermit, who came up to him and in-
quired what was the matter? ‘When An-
dolocia had related the manner in which
the accident had happened, the hermit, as-
sured him that if he would eat some apples
from another tree he would soon find his
horns disappear.

Andolocia lost no time in doing as he
was desired ; and the horas accordingly dis-
appeared. Having first filled his pockets
with some of both sorts of these extraordi-
nary apples, he set out on foot for the
palace of princess - Agrippina’s father,
where lie stood at the gate disguised as a
poor man who had the finest apples to sell
that ever were seen in England.

The princess as she passed out observed
the apples, and seeing that they were as
fine as those she had seen in the orchard

near
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near Constantinople, began to buy them
with great eargerness, and turned hack
again to the palace to eat them.

Immediately two great horns sprang from
her forehead; upon which the princess
screamed so loud as to alarm every one in
the palace; and the king, among the rest,
‘came in to her assistance.

Seeing what had happened, he called in
all the physicians, to obtain a cure if pos-
sible; but not one was found who under-
stood her case.

- At length Andolocia, disguising himself
as a physician with a great false nose, went
to the palace and offered his services, which
were willingly accepted.

Upon being shown into her room, he
perceived his cap lying disregarded on a
chair: so pretending he must speak with
his patient in private, he sent the nurse out
of the room, and in the mean while found
an opportunity to put the cap into his
pocket.

Andolocia
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Andolocia then produced some of the
apples that were a cure for the horns oc-
casioned by those he had sold her, and
having cut them very small, he desired her
to eat them immediately ; when the horns
from that moment began to grow less.

The princess was so- delighted at this,
that she thought she could not too hand-
somely reward her physician ; so taking out
her purse, le snatched it from her, clapped
on his cap, and wished" himself at Fama-
gosta, whither he was immediately con-
veyed. But as he was in love with the
.princess, he took care not to give her
enough of the apples to remove the horns
entirely, that no other gentleman might fall
in love with her.

Having related his adventures to his bro-
ther Ampedo, the latter said he had no in-
clination to have either the cap or purse,
since they brought their possessor into
so much danger, 'and would give them
wholly to Andolocia, provided he consented

to
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to pay him a handsome aliowance as Iong.
as he lived. ;

Thus Andolocia kept his purse and cap
to himself; but though he had such im-
mense treasures, and besides, the power of
- conveying himself wherever he pleased in
a moment, he was not quite happy.

Being however convinced that nothing
was wanting to make him so but Agrippina,
he first sel about building a magnificent
palace, taking care every now and then
to put on his cap and wish himself at the
court of London, where he sometimes had
the good fortune to see the princess as she
took an airing in her carriage, and found
means to know if the horns still remained
on her head as before,

‘When the palace was finished, Andolocia
equipped himself with all the splendonr ima-
ginable ; and taking with him some of the
handsomest gentlemen of Famagosta, who
looked like great lords, and in addition the
most costly jewels. that were to be got as
) presents
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presents for the princess, he set out for
England to demand her formally in mar-
riage.

The king of England received him very
courteously : the queen, supposing it im-
possible that any prince would offer to
marry a princess with horns on her head,
and perceiving there was no other way of
gelting the purse, gave her consent also ;
and the princess Agrippina, who had al-
ways wished to bestow on him her hand,
said, she really loved the prince, but that
she would never bring so great a mis-
fortune on him as to be his wife while she
had horns on her head.

¢ Dear princess Agrippina,”’ replied An-
dolocia, ¢¢ then all our wishes will be gra-
tified, for I have the power to make them
disappear immediately.”

Saying this he left the room, and return-
ed in a few minutes with some of the apples
he had given her once before, and which be
had taken care to be provided with; when
| s I presenting
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presenting them to the princess, he asked
her if she did not remember the physician
with the great nose, who some time before
had made her horns grow. less.

The princess fell to eating the apples
presented her by Andolocia, and the herns
immediately disappeared. She embraced
Andolocia with tenderness ; they were mar-
ried that very day, and shortly after were
conducted in the greatest pomp to the pa-
lace built for her reception at Famagosta,
where they lived a long and happy life.

Andolocia kept his cap and purse in a
cabinet set apart for that purpose; and for
fear of further accidents he never suffered
the key of it {o be touched by any ome but
himself.

GRISELDA:.
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Ix the times of knight-errantry Ttaly
was divided into many sovereignties, the
princes of which governed as they pleased,
and were entirely independent of each other.
T.ombardy, the northern part of Italy, was
the most frequented and populous, and of
all the parts of Lombardy, the marqulsate
of Saluzzo, was the most delicious.

The present marquis of Saluzzo, Walter
by name, was young, handsome, and well
made; he was kind to every body; granted
all the petitions of his subjects; and was
always upon the watch to relieve their dis-
tresses. There was no sovereign of Lom-
bardy, or of Europe, more beloved than
Walter, marquis of Saluzzo.

Yet he had one fanlt. Semebody, I can-
mot tell who, had put it into his head,

12 while
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while he was a boy, that he should take
care to preserve his liberty; and that, if
he was not upon his guard, he would be
brought into subjection before he was aware,
and not be able to rise and go to bed; to
ride, or to walk; to eat, or to fast; tobe
~in company, or alone, just when and how
he liked.

W alter was exceedingly fond of hunting
and hawking ; and of all things in the
world, he was most afraid of a wite, who,
if she had a mind to talk, would not let
bim sleep ; and, if she frowned, would be
grieved if be was happy.

The subjects of Walter, marquis of Sa=
luzzo, were exceedingly sorry that he had
got such a strange notion into his head.
They loved Walter; they and their fore-
fathers had lived content under him and his
ancestors ; but every now and then they
said to each other: ¢ If any thing should
happen to our dear Walter, marquis of
Saluzzo, what would become of us? Wg

: shall
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shall become slaves to a foreign lord, and
people will no longer read of the marquisscs
of Saluzzo among the great sovereigns of
FEurope.”

They thought so much of this, that at
last they could no longer keep their
thoughts to themselves, and prevailed upon
one of their number, whom the marquis
loved to hear talk, to tell lord Walter their
grievance. ¢ We love you very much, sir,”
said he; ¢ no subjects love a prince so
‘much ; but why will you not make us happy -
by giving us a marchioness, and presenting
us with children who may réign after you,
if we should ever ‘be so unfortunate as to
see you die? 1f you please, sir, we have
fixed upon a lady, who we have no doubt
will exactly suit you : she is of a very rich
and noble family, and will make both you
~and us as happy as the day is long.”

- Lord Walter looked very grave at this
speech ;. he took a moment to think, and
at length, breaking silence, spoke thus:

3 “ My
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“ My friends, 1 did never think to wed ;
I have always been of opinion that a rich
and noble wife would have too many hu-
mours to leave her husband free to act as
he pleased. I have always been used to
have my own way, and I must have it
yet I see that your petition rises out of your
love for me, and I will grant it.”

At these words the whole assembly set
up a general shout, and cried with one
voice: ¢ Long live Walter, marquis of
Saluzzo!” |

“ Yet one thing,” said the marquis, ¢ I
must add : T excuse you from the perform-
ance of your kind offer of choosing a wife
for me: since I must marry, I will choose
with my own eyes: and this thing I exact
from you, that you shall all solemnly pro-
mise, whoever I make choice of, be she young
or old, handsome or ugly, rich or poor, you
shall obey her as your lady and mistress,
and behave as lovingly to her as you have
always done tome.” They all promised :—

they
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they thought in their hearts, our lord mar-
quis, who is so young and handsome, will
never choose a wife that is ugly and old;
and if she is poor, or of decayed nobility,
he has fortune enough for both. '

They begged, however, that they might
make one more petition: the same person
spoke for them that had spoken at first, ¢ Ah
dear lord Walter,” said he, ¢ the news you
tell us is so joyful that we know not how
to believe it: you have often said to your
friends and those who go a-hunting with-
you, that you never would marry, and we
are afraid you are not in earnest; would
you be so good as fix the day of your max-
riage 2 and we shall then be easy and light
of heart, and not one person here will doubt
of your goodness to us.” Said lord Wal~
ter, ¢ I will be married this day month,
the 14th of July.”

Not far from the palace of the marquis
of Saluzzo, there was an exceedingly poor
village ; all the houses were of plaister, and

their
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their Toofs covered with thatch 5 nobody:
lived in this villzige but the shepherds and
reople who took care of the cattle.  One
house belonged to the herds, and one to
the herdsmen, all through the village. Of
the people who lived there, there was one
poorer than all the rest, and his name was
Janiccla. He bad been a herdsman, but
he was past his labour ; he was lame and
almost blind.- This poor old man bad one
daughter, her name was Griselda ; her per-
son was extremely beautiful, but her mind
was a thousand times more virtuous than
her countenance was Pleasing ; she was
simple in her diet, coustant in her labour,
and never sought for idlenessor indulgence;
her drink was water of the spring, and
her bed was the hardest of any maiden
in the village. But all her care was to at-
tend upon her father: she got money to
support him by her spinning ; she collected
aud prepared the fruits and herbs that made
his dinner ; and many times, when the old

)an
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man would have died of infirmity and age,
Griselda by her kindness ‘and care still
kept him alive. Lord Walter had often
observed this poor girl as he went a-hunt-
ing: he looked upon her with eyes of
‘admiration; pleased with her simplicity,
‘her industry, and her love of her father,
and entertaining 1o desire to disturb her
in these honest pursuits.

In the mean time the 14th of. July was
pear -at hand; and no man in the  do-
main of Saluzzo could perceive that the
marquis had frequented more than usually
the ‘houses of his rich neighbours, or
had asked any one of their daughters in
marriage.  They began to fear that he
was deluding. them' with the hopes of a
" wife and children. The preparations for
the marriage however went on ; the palace
was new painted and new furnished : plenty
of delicacies of all sorts were provided for
the wedding-dinner : and robes, and gold,

and
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and jewels, prepared as presents for the
bride. ,

Atlength the day for the marriage arrived.
The marquis dressed himself in clothes all
covered with gold and silver, his lords
and ladies did the like : they were mounted
on fine horses with glitteiing trappings,
aid ‘horns, and trumpets, and fifes, and
drums went before them. But where was
lord Walter’s bride ?

The way they were to go, led by the vil-
lage in which poor Janicolalived : Griselda
heard that this was the day upon which
lord Walter was to be married, and she
did her work very early that she might see
the procession. As lord Walter rodealong,
all the doors and windows were crowded
with the cottagers and the maidens: and
Griselda, among the rest, stood at her
door, and pushed forward her head that
she might see the marquis.

Lord Walter stopped exactly at Janico-

la’s
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la’s door ; he called to Griselda, and said
¢ Griselda, where is your father?” ¢ My
lord,” said the poor maiden, I will go
“and fetch him.” ¢¢No,” replied the mar-
quis, ¢ I will come in and speak to him.”
Lord Walter went in and spoke to him
alone, and told him that if he approved of
it, he was resolved to make Griselda his

wife. He then called for Griselda.
¢« Poor maiden,” said he, ¢ you have
heard that I am to be married to-day ; 1
and your father have agreed that you shall
be my bride, and marchioness of Saluzzo :
do you consent to it? Do not deceive
yourself, Griselda ;—Why do you think I -
am willing to marry you, a poor herdsman’s
dau: hter, and not one of the daughters of
the lords, marquisses, and dukes, my neigh-
bours ? It is because I will have a wife that
will lionour and obey me. When I say yea,
you must not say nay ; you must neither
contradict me By words, nor cross me by
frowning looks ; and whatever I shall think
propey
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A short time after their marriage, Gri-
selda brougiit the marquis a danghter. The
marquis and all his people were exceedingly
rejoiced at this; for though they had rather
it had been a son, they said : ¢¢ Perhaps
the next child the marchioness brings us
may be a son.”’

Who now so happy as lord Walter,
marquis of Saluzzo ? He had a child ; he
had an obedient wife ; he had subjects that
loved him, and applauded his choice of a
marchioness. Lord Walter could not for-
get the thoughts which had run in his head
before he was married, and how he had
supposed that a bachelor’s life was free-
dom, and marriage was nothing but a state
of slavery. He deteriined, therefore, though
he had indeed scen enough already of
Griselda’s goodness, to put her to a further
trial : and thus he proceeded.

He came. into Griselda’s chamber one
summer’s evening, just when the sun was

-setting, and looking with a stern countes
nance,
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nance, as if he had something very heavy
upon his mind, he said : ¢“Griselda, I hope
the prosperity and magnificence in which
you now live have not made you forget the
russet gown and poor way of living out of
which I have taken you ; it is no long time
ago, and it would be a sad disgrace if you
were to forget what you so lately were.
Griselda, there is no living creature that
hears me but ourselves, and I must speak
my mind to you freely. I love you very
much ; I hLave no fault to find with you ;
you have always proved yourself a good
wife to me; but there are people in Saluzzo
who do not think so kindly of you as I do;
the lords of my court think it a great shame
to be subject to a poor herdsman’s daugh-
ter, and the ladies are still more displeased
to pay attendance to a woman of so mean
parentage : particularly since the birth of
your daughter, they are more restless and
discontented than ever. = Griselda, what
shall I dp? T am unwilling to give you pain,

K 2 but
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but I must attend to the speeches of my
subjects, and give satisfaction to their de-
sires. Are you__preparcd for the conse-
quences ?”’ A

Griselda mebkly replied : ¢ My lord, I
and my child are yours ; do with us as you
please, there is nothing-that you can coms-
mand that I will think hardly of.” ¢ Very
well,” said the marquis, and went away.

A few minutes after, one of lord Walter’s

‘aftendants came into Griselda’s chamber.
He was a serjeant-at-arms, a very tall man
with a fierce look and rough voice. As
soon as he saw her, he said: ¢ Madam, I
am very sorry for the errand upon which I
come ; but lords must be obeyed, and wives
and subjects must not say nay : [ am come
to take your child from you.”

Saying this, he snatched the little girl
out of the cradle, and made a face as if he
was going to kill it in a moment. Griselda
looked on, but nttered no sigh and shed no
tear ; she said : ¢ All that my lord orders

. you
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you to do, do; but let me kiss my child
before it is killed.” He then gave it to her,
and she put it to ber bosom, almost smo=
thered it with kisses, and said : ¢ God bless
you, my child, for you must die to-night.” ‘
Giriselda said besides : ¢ One thing T would
beg of you, unless my lord has given or-
ders to the contrary ;—bury this child in a
coffin and a grave, and do not let the birds
and beasts tear it to pieces.” The serjeant
answered never a word, and went away.
Lord W alter ordered the serjeant to carry
the child to his sister, the countess of Pavia,
and wrote a letter with it, desiring her to
bring it up with the greatest tenderness,
but to tell no one whose child it was
Lord Walter went scon after into his
wife’s chamber, and carefully watched her
then and for many following days, whether
she would betray any resentment or dis-
pleasure for the calamity he had put
upon her. But Griselda was always the
same ; she received him with smiles and
K3 affection ;
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affection ; was cager to do him service, and
prepare for him every thing that might give
him pleasure ; and never, either in Jest or
earnest, did her daughter’s name drop from
her lips, or did she make the least allusion
to her unhappy fate.

Lord Walter and Griselda lived th ug
four years longer, and at the end of four
years she brought the marquis a son. This
event gave both him and his subjects the
highest pleasure; the child was very beau-
tiful, and was every where gladly acknow-
ledged as heir to the marquisate. It thrived
well till it was two years old, and was able
to walk, aund speak, and do fitty things by
which little children amuse their friends.

Lord Walter might now have been con-
tent, but still the same thoughts haunted
bis mind, and he was determined to make
another trial of Griselda. He said to his
wife: < I am grieved to inform you, that
my people, since the birth of my son, are

~more discontented and scditious than ever ;
they
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they say that this is worst of all, and that
they could endure any thing rather than
that the grandson of Janicola, a pooer
herdsman, should, after my death, become
their master, and marquis of Saluzzo. Gri-
selda, ybu must submit, and must part
with your son, this preity litile boy of
two years old, as you parted with your
baby-danghter.” W hat lord Walter spoke
was no sooner said than done; the child
was taken away : Griselda thought it was
killed ; and it was sent as the former had
been, to the countess of Pavia.

After this event lord Walter and Gn—
selda lived together for eight years more,
without any considerable accident, till at a
certain time, when the marquis was cele-
brating his birth-day before all the lords of
his court, and the dinner was finished, and
the tables removed, he said publicly to
his wife: “ Grisclda, I have unpleasing
tidingsto tell you ; youmust leave my house,
and cease to be my wife, for I am going to.

marry
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marry a young lady of high quality, and of
admirable beauty. My people, as you know,
have long been discontented with my
haying married so much below my dignity.
They wish for an heir to my marquisate;
and they will not admit the grandson of a
poor herdsman to assume that state. I
am very sorry for this : I could have been
contented with you for my wife to my
life’s end ; but T may not do as every
ploughman may in this respect; in short,
I have yielded to the prayers of my people:
the pope has granted me a divorce, and L
expect my new wife the day after to-morrow
~ Go you back to your father’s house, he is
still iving, and will still love you; and that
you may have no reason to complain of my
want of liberality, I grant you {o carry
back with you your dower and all the for-

tune you brought me in marriage.
Griselda, without changing counte-
nance, meekly replied: ¢ My lord, I am
not surprised at what you now say. I
' never
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never thought myself x&'ori}ly to be your
wife, or.even your chambermaid. I thank
God and you for all the happiness I havé
enjoyed for fourteen years, and now wil-
lingly submit to your pleasure, and will
return to the cottaze in which I was born.
As for the fortune, my lord, that I brought
with me in marriage, it consisted only of
the russet gown, and coarse clothes that |
had then on my back, and which now I
suppose it would be hard to find. 'This
one thing then, I request of you s I willingly
restore to you my robes and my jewels'; 1
restore to you here on the spot the wed-
ding ring ‘with whicl I was married ; ‘but
do not, my lord, send me naked out of
your house. Let me keep the shift I have
on, and do-you of your bounty, give me
the mantle in which I sometimes used'to
see you when you returned home late from
a day’s sport; in that I will wrap myself,
and return bare-headed and bare-footed,
as you first saw me, to my father’s house.”

The
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The day following Griselda’s departure
from the palace, lord W alter sent a message
desiring to speak with her, ¢ Griselda,said
he, ¢ to-morrow is my wedding-day ; I ex.
pect the count of Pavia, with my sister his
countess, and in their company the beautiful
maidenwhom I have elected marchioness of
Saluzzo. I am desirous of giving hera costly
reception, and making of my wedding the
most splendid festival that ever was seen in
- Lombardy. . But I have no dame for my
housekeeper that understands the manage-
ment of my apartments, my furniture, and
my table, so well as you do. I therefore re-
quest the favour of you, that youwould come
once more to my palace, and see all things
done properly on this happy occasion.”

“ My lord,” replied Griselda, ¢ your re-
quests arc. to me commands, and there is
nothing that can give me greater pleasure,
than to find that I can still render some
small service to a nobleman to whom 1 owe
more than 1 cau ever pay.”

Having
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Having said this, Grisclda bestirred her-
self about the house, conjuring the cham-
bermaids to hasten, and sweep, and shake,
and put every thing in order ; she herself
set out the tables, and regulated the beau-
fets and the side-boards, and directed all
the dishes, and the jellics, and custards, and
sweetmeats, for the intended feast. This
took up all that evening and the following
morning. - '

About noon the new marchioness, with
the count of Pavia, and a royal attendance,
entered Saluzzo; the young lady was only
fourteen years of age, and as beautiful as
the day: her young brother, ten years old,
rode beside ber. The common people, as
the procession passed along the streets and
arrived at the palace, clapped their hands
and shouted, saying that lord Walter was
no fool, and that this young lady was more
beautiful and tender of age, as well as no
doubt of higher descent than Janicola’s
daughter.

Griselda
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- Griselda  understood by the shouting
that ' the lady was arrived, and she went
down into the hall with the other servants
to receive her!  Before the dinner was
ready, lord Walter shewed his brother-in-
law “the count of Pavia, and all his com-
pany, the different apartments of the palace ;
and he ordered Griselda to attend with the
rest.  'When they had scen the curiositics
with which it abounded, the marquis led
his guests into the drawing-room, who
debated secretly with themselves what sort
of person this Grisclda could bel ~She had
on a russet gown, and was in other respects
«wvery meanly clad ; yet there was a grace, a
dignity, an ‘ease and courteousness in her
manncr, that seemed more befitting a ‘prin-
cess than a servant. .

The dinner was now almost ready, and
lord Walter was informed that in half an
hour the guests would be summoned {o the
table: he sent once more for Griselda :
“ Grisclda,” says he, ¢ you are a woman

. of
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of excellent judgment, and 1 want your
opinion in this matter ; what think you of

my new chosen bride, and of her beauty

¢« My lord,” replied Griselda; ¢ a fairer
creature, in my opinion, never trod the face
of the earth ; she seems worthy of a throne;
I hope you will be happy together ; I hope
you will have some consideration and for-
bearance for her tender years, and seeming'
gentle temper, and God give you many
many years of concard, prosperity, and

v

peace!”’
' Lord Walter had now seen the patience
and unalterable sweetness of Griselda ; she
was at all times cheerful and mild, and
obedient and obliging : innocence was con-
spicuous in her demcanour, and duty in
every action of her life.

¢ Griselda, it is enough :—I have seen
your faith and your benignity ; I have tried
you with princely magnificence, and the
poorest and meanest attire ; no woman was
ever brought to so severe and perilous a

VOL. I. L touchstone
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touchstone as you have been.  Griselda,
you are my wifc: I never had, and I never
will have any other. This young lady,
whom you have looked upon as my intend-
ed bride, tall and womanly as she looks, is
your daughter and mine. This young
boy, ten years of age, is her brother, and
shall be my heir : I sent them away to my
sister, the countess of Pavia, and charged
her to year them tenderly and royally.”

Saying.this, lord Waller kissed Lier again
and again, and. presented her children to
her.  She took them in her arms, and wept
as if her heart would burst.

“ My lord,” said she, ““may God reward
you for your kinduess ! Y ou have done me
a thousand benefits, but this is the greatest
- ofall. 1 have ever loved you above all the
world ; all my care has been, how 1 could
please you ; and now I am restored to your
love and your grace, | shall die content
whenever providence shall call me.” -

‘She then turned to her children ; ¢ Oh,

dear !
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dear ! oh, tender! ob, youny children
inine ! said she, ‘““your woelal mother sted-
fastly believed that the dogs had eaten yous
or that the birds of the air had torn you to
picees + what a good and a tender father is
yours, who hasbrought you up so carefully,
and now in his benignity has restored you
to your moiber, who despaired ever to see
you again !”’

While she talked thus, 'md thus was
agitated with passien and gratitude, the
whole assembly wept; there was not a dry
eye in the place: the ladies then took her
and conducted her to her chamber, where

they stripped her of her russet gown, and
put on her a most beautiful garment of

cloth of gold. 'I'hey then passed into the
saloon, where the dinner was set, and this

festival was a more splcndid and happy

ouie than that of her marriage. Lord Walter

never attempted to put her to any further
proof; he knew by experience that she was
saperior to every lemptation. She was

12 huppy
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happy in her son and daughter, who were
always dutiful to her ; and thus her paticnce
and her meekness, her good-temper and
invincible fortitude, met with their full
reward.

z: e - e =

THE WHITE CAT.

e Y P ——

THERE was once a king who had three
sons, all remarkably handsome in their
persons, and in their tempers brave and
noble. Some wicked courticrs mede the
king believe that the princes weve impa-
tient t® wear his crown, 2ud that they were
contiiving a plot to deprive him of his
sceptre and his kingdom.

The king felt he wus growinz old 5 but
as he found himseli as capubic of governing
as he had ever been, he had no inclination

to
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to resign his power ; and therefore, that he
might pass the rest of his days peaceably,
he deteimined to employ the princes in such
a manner, as at once to give each of them
the hope of succeeding to the crown, and
fill up the time they might etherwise spend
in so undutiful a manner.

- He sent for them to his cabinet, and
after conversing with them kindly, he
added : ¢ You must be sensible, my dear
children, that my great age prevents me
from attending so closely as I have hitherto
done to state affairs. I fear this may be
injurious to my subjects ; I therefore desire
to place my crown on the head of one of
you ; but it is no more than just, that in
return for such a present you should pro-
cure me some amusement in my retire-
ment, for I shall leave the capital for ever.
I cannot help thinking, that a little dog,
that should be handsome, faithful, and en-
gaging, would be the very thing to make
me happy, so that, without bestowing a

L3 prefers
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preference on either of you, I declare that
be who brings me the most perfect little
dog shall ‘be my successor. The princes
were much surprised at the fancy of their
father to have a little dog; yet they ac-
~cepled the proposition with pleasure : and
accordingly, after taking leave of the king,
who presented them with abundance of
money and jewels, and appointed that day
twelvemonth for their return, they set off -
on their travels.

Before taking leave of each other, how-
ever, they took some refreshment together,
in an old palace about three miles out of
town ; where they mutually agr«:cd to meet
in the same place on that day twelve-
month, and go altogether with their pre-
sents to courts They also agreed to change
their names, that they might be unknown
to every one. 2

Each took a different road ; but we in-
tend to relate the adventures of only the

youngest, who was the handsomest, most
amiable,
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amiable, and accomplished prince that could
be imagined. m

No day passed, as he travelled from town
to town, that he did not buy all the hand-
some dogs that fell in his way ; and as soon
“as he saw one that was handsomer than
those he had before, he made a present to
some one of the last ; for twenty servants
would have been scarce sufficient to take
care of all the dogs he was continually buy-
ing, and the prince was quite alone.

At length wanderiﬁg he knew not whi<
ther, he found himself in a forest; night
suddenly came on, and with ita violent
storm of thunder, lightuing and rain: to
add to his perplexity, he lost his path,and
could find no way out of the forest. W hen
he bad groped @bout for along time, he
perceived a light, which made him sup-
pese he was not far from some house :
he accordingly pursued his way toward it,
and in a short time found himself at the
cates of the most magnificent palace ever

beheld.
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beheld. The door that opened into it
was made of gold covered with sappbire
stones, which cast so resplendent a bright-
ness over every thing around, that scarcely
could the strongest eye-sight bear to look
at it : this was the light the prince had seen
from the forest. The walls of the building
were of transparent porcelain, variously
coloured, and represented the history of all
the fairies that had, existed from the be-
ginning of the world. Tke prince, coming
back to the golden door, observed a deer’s
foot fastened to u chain of diamonds: le
could not help wondering at the magni-
ficence he beheld, and the security in which
the inhabitants of the earth seemed to live ;
¢ for,” says he to himself, ¢ nothing can
be casier than for thieves {0 steal this chain,
and as many of the sapphire stones as would
make their fortune.”

He pulled the chain, and heard a bell,
the sound of which was so sweet, that he
coi cluded it must be made either of silver

or
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or of gold. In a few moments the door
was opened ; but he perceived nothing but
twelve hands in the air, each holding a
torch. The prince was so astonished that
he durst not move a step; when he felt
hiraself pushed gently on by some other
hands from behind him. Ie walked on
in great perplexity ; and to be secure from
danger, he put his havzd upon his sword :
he entered a vestibule inlaid with porphyry
and lepis-stere, when the most melodious
voice he had ever heard chanted the tol-
lowing words :

We!come, prince, no danger fear,

Mirth 2nc love attend you here 3

You shall break the magic spell,

1 hgt on a beauteous maiden fell.

Welcome, prince, no danger fear,

Mirth and love attend you here.

The prince now advanced with confi-
dence, wondering what these words could
mean 3 the hands moved him forward to-
ward a large door of coral, which opened of

itself
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itself to give him admittance into a splendid
apartment buiit of mother-of-pearl, throuch
which he passed into others so richl y
adorned with. paintings and jewels, and so
resplendently lighted with thousands of
lamps, girandoles and lustres, that the prince
imagined ‘he must- be in an enchanted
palace.

When he had passed through sixty aparts
ments, all equally splendid, he was stopped
by the hands, and a Jarge ecasy chair ads
vanced of itself toward the chimney ; the
fire immediately lichted of itself; and the
hands, which he observed were extremely
white and delicate, took off his wet clothes,
and supplied their place with the finest
linen imaginable, and then added a com-
modious wrapping-grown, embroidered
with the brightest gold, and all over en-
riched with pearls. The hands next bronght
him an elegant dressing-table, and combed
his hair so very gently that he scarcely felt
their touch., They held before him a

beauntiful
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beautiful bason, filled with perfumes, for
him to wash his face asd hands, and after-
wards took off the wrapping-gown and
dressed him in a suit of- clothes of still
greater splendour. ]

When his dress was complete, they con-
ducted him to an apartment he had not yet
scen, and which also was magnificently
furnished. 'There was in it a table spread
for a repast, and every thing aupon it was
of the purest gold adorned with jewels.
The prince observed there were two covers
set; and was wondering who was to be his
companion, when a great number of cats
marched by two and two into the room,
and placed themselves in an orchestra at
one end c¢f it ; some -had books which con-
tained the strangest-looking notes he had
ever scen ; others guitars ; and one of them
held a voll of paper, with which he began
to beat the time, while the rest played a
concert of music.

As he was reflecting on the wonderful

things
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things he had secen in this palace, his at-
tention was suddenly caught by a small
figure not a foot in height, which just then
entered the room, and advanced toward
him. It had on a long black veil, and was
supported by two cats dressed in mourning,
and with swords by their sides ; they were
followed by a numerous retinue of cats,
some carrying cages full of rats, and others
mouse-traps full of mice.

- 'The prince was at a loss what to think.
The little figure now approached, and
throwing aside her veil, he beheld a most
beautiful white cat : she seemed young and
melancholy, and addressing herself to the
prince, shesaid : ¢ Y oung prince, you are
welcome ; your presence affords me the
greatest pleasure.” ¢ Madam,” replied the
prince, ¢ I would fain thank you for your
generosity, nor can I help observing that
you must be a most extraordinary creature,
to possess with your present form, the gift

of speech, and the magnificent palace I
bave
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bave seen.” ¢ All this is very true,” an-
swered the beautiful cat: ¢ but, prince, I
am not fond of talking, and least of all do
I like compliments ; let us therefore sit down
to supper.”

The trunkless hands then placed the
dishes on the table, and the prince and the
white cat seated themselves. The first dish
was a pie made of young pigeons, and the
next was a fricasee of the fattest mice
imaginable : the view of the one made the
prince almost afraid to taste the other ; till
the white cat, who guessed his thoughts,
assured him that there were certain dishes
at table in which there was not a single
morsel of either rat or mouse, and that these
had been dressed on purpose for him : ac-
cordingly he ate heartily of such as she re-
commended. |

When supper was over, the prince per-
ceived that the white cat had a portrait set
in gold hanging to one of her feet. He
begged her permission to look at it ; when

YOL. I, M what
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what was his astonishment to see the portrait
of a handsome young man, that exactly
resembled himself! He said to himself,
there was something very extraordinary in
all this; yet as the white cat sighed, and
looked very sorrowful, he did not venture
to ask any questions. He conversed with
her on different subjects ; and found her
extremely well versed in every thing that
was passing in the world. -

When night was far advanced, the white
cat wished him a good night, and he was
conducted by the hands to his bed-cham-
b