344

Oy comonation 4 Ay

/758






A

CRITICAL EXAMINATION

O F T H E

MARQUIS de CHATELLUX’s
TRAVELS,

I N
NORTH AMERICA4,
I N A
LETTER

M AR Q UTI S;

PRINCIPALLY INTENDED AS A REFUTAs
TION OF HIS OPINIONS CON-
CERNING THE

QUAKERS, Tae NEGROES, vaz PEOPLE,
MANKIND.
TRANSLATED rrom tHE FRENCH
or
J. P. BRISSOT DE WARVILLE,
WITH
ADDITIONS axp CORRECTION?

OF THER

A U TH O R

Fe fuis toujours pour les perfecutés,

PHILADELPHIA: i
#ZIMTED BY JOSKPH JAMES, IN CHESNUT~SZRERTs.
M,RCC,LEXXVYILL,






A

CRITICAL EXAMINATION

OF THE

MARQUIS pr CHATELLUX's
TR AV E L S

I N

NORTH-AMERTICA
D D> T D> > > D T beebe

SIR,

ITAKE the earlieft opportunity of letting you
know, how much I have fuffered by the perufal
of your travels, and I think it neceffary to make this
declaration public. I have a very cogent reafon for
fo doing. They, in many places, contain errors, and,
I will ventureto fay, a poifon, which, under your
name, will have arapid circulation; and to which we
cannot be too hafty in applying an antidote.

Apoifon! You may ftart at the expreffion; but I
can neither fupprefs or foften it, as it is fo precifely
charateriftic of your opinions refpeéting the Quakers,
the Negroes, and the People.

In vilifying the Quakers, you may prevent the good
effects of their pious example. In refufing the name
of men to the Negroes, you give your fanltion to the
treating them like beafts of burthen, if not to the
{pilling of their blood 5 and you hinder the effeéts of
that philofophical commotion, which will no doubt
procure their general emancipation. In making the
People contemptible, vou mvite .their oppreflors
to rivet their chains. Thefe are matters of great
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importance.——They will juftify me to the pub.
lic, for having taken up my pen in fo precipitate 3
manner; they will juftify me, even in your eyes,
for having ufed it againft yourfelf: your reafon will
undoubtedly plead for me, in oppofition to your feel-
ings, and you will pardon me for having publithed
truths, perhaps difagreeable ones for you, when I
thall have convinced you, that they are of public uti-
“lity, and not to be fupprefled. Amicus Plato fed magis
amica wveritas. 'This fhould be the motto of every
writer who has really the public good at heart.

I do not mean, in this place, to criticife your bock
throughout.—Let the journalifts point out the beax-
ties of your ftile.~My bufinefs is to obviate the mif-
chievous tendency of your work, without paying any
attention to the elegance of the langnage. I fhould,
indeed, have been better pleafed, if you had not
thewn fo much uneafinefs about getting a bad fupper,
or fo much pleafure from having made a good one;
and could have difpenfed with the exa& detail you
have given us of every dith; for it is not the journal
of an Apicius, but that of a philofopher and ftatef-
man which we expeé to read, when we fee the
name of the author of Lz Felicité Publigue* in the
title page.—T thould have been better pleafed if your
obfervations had not been confined to taverns, and if
you had not facrificed our American friends to the
pleafure of making jefts.—-——Alas! what will be
the opinion of thofe whom you have thus offended,
when they read your bock—and how can we expeé
a friendly reception from them, when they find their
{ecrets betrayed, and the unreferved effufions of the
heart ridiculed by a man decorated with fo many ti-
tles?  'What confidence will they pow place in an ob-
fcare Frenchman?  On his firft approach, the Ame-
can will exclaim—are you alfo come to {py out our
follies, and publith them to Europe ?

* An excellent treatife, (allowin g forafew errors,) attributed to the
Marguis de Cuate1Lyuxs, and which I have commended in feveral of
my writings, : '
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It would have been fatisfaCtory to have {een more
penetration in your enquiries concerning the. effets
of the different political conftitutions of America.—
I could have wifhed for fome account of the number
of criminals ; of the crimes which are moft frequent;
of the difference of morals in the cities, in the coun.
try, and in the newly f{ettled parts; of the ftate of
the finances, &c. and I fhould alfo have been better
pleafed, if, inftead of railing at democracies, you had
fummed up grievances and well attefted fadts,~—~—
But this is not a proper place for the difcuffion of
thefe interefling fubjedts.

The principal charges, I bring againft you, may
be reduced to three :

I. You have calumniated and ridiculed the refpeét-
able fe& of Quakers.

II. You have vilified the Negroes.

ITI. You have vilified Mankind and the People.

Thefe are the three general charges againtt you,
which I now lay before the tribunal of the Public.—
After having difcuffed them, I fhall add fome reflec-
tions on feveral other fubjeéts you have treated of,
which appear to me equally fufceptible of cenfure.

In making this examination,” I thall, firft of all,
quote your opinions and aflertions, and then endea-
vour to refute them.

1 begin with the article concerning the Quakers.

VINDICATION of the QUAKERS.

¢ Inftead of their company, we had that of Mr.
¢ Benezet, an old Quaker, whofe fhort ftature, and
¢ low, mean figure, formed a perfec? contraft to Mr.
¢ Pendleton’s. This Mr. Benezet may be looked on
¢ rather as a model of what the Quakers ought to
¢ be than as a {pecimen of what they are.—~As his
¢ only objeé was the good of others, his charity
¢ and generofity made him greatly refpected in thofe
¢ more happy times, when a citizenr derived all his
¢ honor from his virtues. Now the din of arms has
¢ drawned the fighs of charity, and the love of our
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¢ fellow creatures yields to patriotifm. Yet Mr. Bene-
< zet ftill continues in the practice of doing good. He
¢ came to get fome inforination from me, on the means
¢ lately found out in France, of reftoring drowned per-
< fons to life. I promifed, not only to fend him an
¢ account of the methods ufed in thofe cafes, when I
¢ returned to Newport, but alfo to procure him one
¢ of the boxes which our government has ordered to
¢ be placed at every fea-port town. We foon got bet-
¢ ter acquainted ; and, fpeaking of the misfortunes of
¢ war, he faid to me,—My Friend, I know thou arta
¢ man of letters, and amember of the French academy.
¢ Several good things have lately been writen by men
¢ of letters ; they have attacked errors and prejudices,
<and efpecially intolerance: WIill not they try to
¢ give men a diftafte for war, and make them live to-
¢ gether like friends and brethren? Thou art right,
¢ faid 1, in expe&ing fomething from the progrels of
¢ philofophical knowledge. Several adtive hands are
¢ now at work upon the great edifice of public good;
¢ but it will be to no purpofe for them to finith any
¢ part of ir, while the foundation is wanting, and
¢ this foundation is, as thou haft faid, a general
¢ peace. As to intolerance and perfecution, it is true,
¢ that thofe two enemies of mankind are not yet {uf-
¢ ficiently chained down: but let me whifper a word
¢ in thy ear, the full meaning of which thou wilt not
¢ perhaps comprehend, though thou art well ac-
¢ quainted with the French language. They are no
¢ longer fafhionable ; and, I {hould even think, they
¢ were nearly out of date, were it not for fome little
¢ matters thou art unacquainted with : which is, that
¢ thofe who attack them are fometimes imprifoned,
¢ while their defenders are rewarded with livings of
¢ an hundred thoufand livres a year. An hundred
¢ thoufand livres a year?! cries Benezet, why, with
¢ that they might build hofpitals, and fet up manu-
¢ fattories; and, tobe fure, that’s what they do with
¢ their money. No, my friend, faid I, perfecution .
¢ muft be paid for; and yet, I muft fay, the pay is
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¢ but mean, and the higheft price given by the richeft
¢ perfecutor, is no more than one thoufand, or

twelve hundred livres ayear, to fome fatirical poets,
or writers of journals, who are enemies to lite-
rature, and whofle works are much read, tho’ they
have but a dull fale. - Friend, fays the Quaker to
me, this perfecution is a ftrange thing ; I can hard-
ly believe what has happened to myfelf. My fa-
ther was a Frenchman- born, and {fo am I. It is
now about {ixty years {ince he was obliged to {eek
an afylum in England, carrying with him his chil-
dren, the only treafures which he could fave in his
misfortunes. Juftice, or what is called fo in thy
country, had him hung in effigy, becaufe he ex-
plained the Gofpel in a different way from your
priefts. The Englith clergy gave my father but lit-
tle more fatisfattion, {o that he withed to get away
from all hierarchy, and came to fettle in this coun-
try, where I have lived very happily until the
breaking out of the war. T have long fince forgot-
ten all the perfecutions my family have undergone.
I love thy nation, becaufe it is a2 mild and a feeling
one; and for thee, my friend, 1 know thou doit |
every thing in thy power to ferve thy fellow
creatures. When thou returneft to Europe, get thy
brethren to affift thee :—and let me now recom-
mend our friends in Rhode-Ifland to thy attention.
He then named all the Quakers who live in that
ftate, and are pretty numerous ; and recommended
them to my care. At parting, he afked leave to
fend me {ome pamphlets of his own manufaFuring,
written chiefly in defence of his fect. I affured him,
it would give me great pleafure to read them ; and he
did not fail to fend them next morning. '

¢ Of whatever {fe& a man, glowing with zeal and
love for his fellow creatures, may be, he is moft
undoubtedly a refpe&able being ; but, I confefs, I
¢ cannot beftow on this fet in general, the efteem
¢ which fome individuals of it are entitled to. The
¢ law, which many of them follow, of not faying
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< you, nox fir, is far from giving them an air of plainnefs
“'or candor. It is perhaps to make up for this clown-
¢ ithnefs, that they often {peak in a whining, infinuat-
¢ ing tone, which is perfetly jefuitical. ‘Their con-
¢ dut too, is quite of a piece with their language.
¢ Concealing their indifference for the public good, un-
¢ der the appearance of religion, they are f{paring
¢ of blood, it is true, and efpecially of their own ; they
¢ are mere fharpers at cheating both parties out of
¢ their money, and that without a blufb, or the leaft
¢ regard to what may be thought of them. Itisa
¢ received maxim in trade, that they are not to be
¢ trufted. This opinion is a juft one, and time will
¢ more and more {iew the propriety of it.

¢ Indeed, nothing can be more dangerous than en-
¢ thufiaim in its declines for hypocrify is the only
¢ fubftitute that can be found for it. This monfter,
¢ {o well known in Europe, gains but too much ground
¢ in every religious fe&.

¢ On Sunday, the 1oth, 1 determined to take a turn
¢ thro’ the churches, and ftudy the different modes of wor-
¢ fhip.  Unfortunately for me, the feveral fe&s, who
¢ agree innothing elfe, have fixed on the fame hour for
¢ affembling their congregations ; {o that Icould onlygo
¢ tothe Quaker’s meeting-houfe in the morning, and to
¢ the church of England in the afternoon. The Qua-
¢ ker’s meeting is a {quare room, in every partof which,
¢ and parallel to the four walls, are benches and
¢ defks, fo that they fit oppofite to one another ;
¢ without altar or pulpit to fix their attention. When
¢ they are met, fome one of their elders makes an ex-
¢ tempore prayer, juft what comes into his head ; they
¢ are then filent, ’till fome man or woman s infprred,
¢and gets up to {peak. Travellers muft be believed
¢ on their words, let the account they give be ever
¢ fo extraordinary. Like Ariofto, T fhall relate pro-
¢ digies—dird maravigha. Tt is neverthelefs true,
¢ that a woman held her tongue juft as I came in. A
¢ man took her place, and fpoke /like a blockhead on in-
¢ ternal grace, the illumination of the Spirit, and all the
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other tenetsof bis feéF, which be had over and vver again,
without attempting to explain any thing. He at
length got to the end of his fermon, to the great
joy of his brethren and fifters, who all appeared
abfent and tired out. After {feven or eight minutes
{ilence, an old man got on his knees, and retailed
us out a very infipid prayer, after which they broke
up the meeting.
¢ On leaving this gloomy and clownifb meeting, the
fervice of the church of England, with the mufic
and ornaments, feemed like an opera. An handfome
pulpit, placed before a fine organ, a well-dreffed
minifter in the pulpit, reading, fpeaking, and fing-
ing, with a grace perfectly theatrical; the young
women, from the pit and boxes, joining him with
their melodious voices ; a foft and agreeable finging,
interrupted by fome excellent airs on the organ;
all this, comparedto the worfhip of theQuakers, Ana-
baptifts,and Prefbyterians,feemed rather a little Para-
dife, than the road to Paradife. However,byreflecting
onfomany different fets, fome of whomare rigid, and
fome trifling, but every one imperious and narrow,
one is lead to believe, that all mankind read the
great book of nature, as * Montauciel read his own ;-
where, for ““vous etes un blanc bec”—he always read,
“ trompette bleffze.”” It is a thoufand te one that he
¢ guefles the meaning of a fingle line, as he cannot
< even fpell ; but fhould fuch an one come to you for
¢ affiftance, give him none. You had better leave
‘ him to enjoy his miftake, than cut one another’s
¢ throats.’ ’

This is the moft' violent attack in your travels a-
gainft the Quakers. In other parts you have feveral
things againit them, but none worth mentioning.

Before entering into the particulars which the ex-
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* Montauciel is the name of an ignorant foldier, one of the charafters
in the Deferter, a comic opera. He engages the Deferter to teach him to
1ead. He gets a bit of paper in his hand, on which the words, vous etes un
blanc bec, are written, and on {pelling the letters, he makes out trompette
bleffée. The Delerter (hews him his mifiake, and the word blane bec
{impleton) becomes the fource of altercation,
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amination of your fatire requires, I {hall make bold
to afk you, Sir, what fadts, books, or men, have
authorifed you to condemn this fe@ fo haftily ? Have
you known a great number, or the generality of
Quakers? Have you lived a long time in habits of in-
timacy ‘with them? Can you form a judgment of
them all, and know the worth of the whole fociety,
from having been at one or two of their meetings?
or from having converfed with one or two of them in
a hafty manner? or from having been introduced to
one who did not think fit to look at you? When you
went into that religious meeting, where you formed
a judgment of the difcourfe, or prayer which you
heard, were you in a proper ftate of mind for the
fincere inveftigation of truth? Had you no prejudices
againft the Quakers? and your theatrical knowledge
too, which brought ridicule into your head, this ridi-
cule which is fo powerful an argument for a French
Man; did not this fame knowledge {pread a veil over
your mind—Have you not been prejudiced againft the
Quakers by Voluire, who has by turns praifed them,
and endeavoured to make them appear ridiculous,
though he knew but little of them? And indeed,
who would not at firft fight, regard your teftimony
as {ufpicious, and your judgment as partial, on con-
fidering your moral and religious opinions, your cha-
racter of academician, foldier and man of quality, that
three fold character, which this fociety fo  jufily
deteft.

And why have you, in forming a judgment of
them, abandoned thofe principles by which our judg-
ment thould ever be directed—We have no right to
cenfure any one, unlefs we have either ourfelves de-
tected him violating the laws of honour and probity,
or upon the authentic and impartial teftimony of
others on his crime.  Vague reports ought never to
-have any weight. '

To condemn a whole body of men at once, a foci-
ety of long ftanding, to accufe them of cheating, of
felfithnefs, and hypocrify, requires a feries of well
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attefted fa@s, the truth of which is of the greatef
confequence, as the charges are ferious, and 1nvolve
fo many people in them.

Thus, {hould any one ¢harge the Catholics with hav:
ing beenperfecutors, they mlghtp1 oveitby their Autos.
da-fé, their inquifition, Saint Bartholomew’s day, the
Irith maffacre; &c.  To prove that the Puritans of
former times were perfecutors, we need only men-
tion the tragical fcenes which were acted during the
revolution of 1650 in England, and the perfecutions
they excited in the new world.—'l'o prove the ambi:
tious; intriguing and petfecuting fpirit of the Jefuits,
we have only to refer to their unceafing manceuvres
in England and France, the deftruétion of Port- Roy-
al, and thie many lettres de cachet, which they have
‘made ufe of to deftroy, in fecret prlfons, a crowd of
victims, whofe only fault wds a different way of
thinking—Tlefe are facts well attefted.

But have you, Sir, any fuch faéts to allege againft
the Q'unkest vot a fingle one—So far from that,
you produce none but what are in theiir favour—For
1 fhall now and then have the fatisfaction of making
ufe of your own words to refute you.

But it is becaufe you bring no pofitive charge of
any crime again{t the Quakers; it is becaufe you
judge them only by hear-fay and vague reports, that
I conclude you have no proof of the vices and .crimes
you reproach tliem with ; and that your judgment of
them is unjuft.

I will rot, However; confine myfelf to this general
method of reafomng, but will follow you itep by ftep—--
I believe your reflections on the Quakers may be re-
duced-to three principle heads; they affect

Either their moral and private condué,

* Their religious tenets,

Or their civil pzmcxples——-—

I fhall now proceed to thew how unjuf’clv you have
treated them in thefe three different refpects.

Of the MORAL and PRIVATE CONDUCT of the QUAKERS,
1 have been acquainted with many Quakers in Lon-
B
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don~1 have endeavoured to become acquainted with
their principles, and have locked on it as my duty to
pay them the following public tribute of efteem, 1n a
work, * written at a time when 1 withed to ferve my
countrymen, by giving them a faithful account of that
Ifland, which deferves our imitation, rather than our
jealoufy ; in a work, wherein, as a writer of a foreign
journal has well obferved, my defign was to 1ntro-
duce good principles in an Englifh drefs. + »

¢ Simplicity, 'candor and honefty, charaiterized
their words and adtions ; they were not full of pro-
feflions, but fincere; they were not polifhed, but hu-
mane ; they had no wit—none of that wit fo effential
in France, and which there fupplies the place of eve-
 ry thing elfe ; but they poffefled good fenfe, found
judgments, upright hearts and honeft fouls;-in a
word, if I were to feek for fociety, it thould be a-
mongft the Quakers; if 1 fought for amufement, I
would have recourfe to my own countrymen—And
their women too, I {hall be afked, what can be faid
of them? They are juft what women fhould be eve-
ry where, faithful to their hufbands, affedtionate to
their children, careful and frugal in their domeftic
economy, plain in their drefs, § and above all, they
are neither folicitous to pleafe any other individu-
al, nor to attract the public attention. As they-
make no outward fhew, they pay a greater regard
to the cultivation of their minds—This fimplicity
of manners is yet obfervable in fome other coun-
tries; the Arabs, for example, even now, follow
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# See Vol. 2nd. No. 4, Page 196, of the Journal du Licée de Lon-
dres, ou Tableau des Sciences & des Arts, a Work publifhed in England
in 1784, by the Author of this book.

1 See No. 11, of the Correfpondence Literaire Secrette, for 1785, a
foreign Publication, which is not {poilt by the Pen of the Cenfor Royal,
and contains many interefting anecdotes and ftriking Articles, favourable
to the caufe of humanity.

§ I fhould have added, well informed in the principles of morality and
religion. Iknew a young woman of this fociety, who pofleffed a won-
derful fohdxtx of thought, and firmnefs of charatter; I have feen few
countenances 1n which morality was fo ftrongly marked. It was owing
in her, to an internal convincement ; to that convincement, which is the
cffe of the mott ferious enquiry,
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the fame wandering lives as the firft Patriarchs, It
cannot be too-often repeated, that fuch manneis as
thefe are ptoductive of domeftic economy, the hap-
pinefs of families, and public virtues—But we have
renounced them, difeafed unhappy wretches as we
are, with all our civilization and politenefs—And yet
what man amongft us is happy, but he who has the
courage to live as nature diretts, as the good of
paft ages have lived, who are {o politely ridiculed
by the wits of the prefent day—Si ad naturam vives,
fays Seneca, nunquam eris pauper, {i ad opinionem
nunquam dives—If thy life is regulated by nature,
fays Seneca, thou wilt never be poor, if by the cpi-
nions of others, thou wilt never be rich.’

I have not the prefumption to fuppofe that my
fingle teftimony will be preferred to yours—But
how many others * could I bring in {upport ef my
own. I i{hall felett one, which is firiking and de-
cifive ; it is that of the fentimental author of the
American farmer’s lerters—You as well as myfelf,
are perfonally - acquainted with him, and youknow
too, that his candor, goodnefs of heart, and difpofiti-
on, entitle him to our confidence; I am united to
him by the tenderefl ties of friendfhip, and a great
fimilarity of fentiment ; but, I mean not to be fway-
ed by friendfhip, while I am confidering the weight
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* Sec I’ Hiftorie de P’ Eftabliffement des Europiens dans les Indes, at
tle article Pennfylvania. )

See alfothe tranflation of the Pennfylvania Farmer’s letters to the in-
habitants of North-America; an excellent work (of a different nature
from St. John de Crevecccur’s) which was publifhed the beginning of the
troubles 1n America by Mr. Dickinfon, who was a principal charalter in
the revolution, and lately Prefident ofthe Council of Peunfylvania, We
owe the tranflation of this work to the celebrated Turgot, who had a
high opinion of it : It was publifhed at Paris in 1769, and although it
contained many important political truths, yet no impreflion was made
by it.

ySce further on this fubjeét, the following works.

A {mall Pamphlet by Anthony Benezet, on the fettlement of the Qua-
kers in America. A Sermon preached by Dr. Prieftly, on the abolitioa
of the Slavetrade,

Several of the articles in Voltaire’s Queftions on the Encyclopedia.

Some confiderations on the Teft-Law of Pennfylvania, by an Auther
of great merit, whois no Quaker,
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which isdue to his teftimony. He lived for a lang
time in America, and lived with Quakers; he has
been intimate with them, has attended to, and ma-
turely confidered their behaviour in civil life, and
his opinion of them is wholly different from yourst—
With what warmth does he praife the {imple and cor-
dial hofpitality he met with in their houfes, and the
peace and happinefs which reigned there—¢‘Every
thing there is done in filence, and with cheerfulnef(s”
How does he praife the good fenfe, the fagacity,
the temperance, the foftnefs and the education of
their women. ¢ They are generally, fays he, fhining
¢ without being fhowy, folid without pedantry, the
¢ enemies of levity, trifles and affe@ation ; from rea-
¢ ding good books in their early youth, their conver-
¢ fation is more interefting than is often met with,
¢ and they acquire a foundation of folid learning,
¢ which has often furprifed me—They are remarka-
¢ ble, not only for the fimplicity of their drefs, but
¢ alfo for the extreme neatnefs of their houfes, and of
¢ every thing about them—=Silence and modefty, a
¢ peculiar manner of ordering their fervants and in-
¢ feriors, an uniform, tranquil behaviour, feem to con-
¢ ftitute the general charatter of thefe good people.’

"And who has not read his interefting vifit to the
botanift Bartram, the affe@ing anecdote of the eman-
cipation of Warner Mifflin’s Negro, and the account
of his bold errand to general Howe? who has not
eagerly feized on all thofe recitals which paint fo
well the very foul of the Quakers, and lay open their
principles to us? What reader fo frozen-hearted as
not to be moved, affected, tranfported into America,
in raptures with the patriarchal life > What reader
but will indulge himfelf in thefe delightful reveries,
and wifh to become, like them, good,” fimple, and the
child of nature? What reader, in a word, but has
felt himfelf inclined to refpe& them as the moft mo-
ral, edifying and pious, of all religious feds?

+ Seethe American Farmer’s Letters, Vol. :it, from page 137, to
197, and the anccdoie in the Preface, *



[ 13 ]

And you, Sir, with to deftroy this enchantment—
By your filence you contradi€t all I have faid. Cruel
man ! If it was an illufion, how could you with to un-
deceive us? It was dear to us, as it ferved to in-
creafe the confolation of the good, and the remorfe of
the wicked—But no, it is no illufion—they are truths,
‘they are fals, which you are combating ; you who
have feen America only in her camps, amidft the din
of arms, and in one of thofe violent revolutlons,
where man, thrown out of his fphere, is no longer
himfelf, and can neither form a right judgment of
things, nor is he a proper fubje& for the judgment
of others; you who have obtained your knowledge
of Amerlca only by flying through it, by ftopping at
raverns, and pérbaps now and then going to aball, or
tea-party ; you, to contradi@t a native of Amerlca,
a farmer who gives his opinion, after twenty-five
years of obfervations, made at his leifure in the midft
‘of peace, confidence and friendthip !

And what are the weapons you make ufe of? Eu.
ropean and national prejudices. You have no fads
on your fide, and this refpectable man has many ;
they are well authenticated, and the names he men.
tions well known He quotes a Benezet, a Mifflin, a
Bartram, and you, with all your talking of hypocrlteu
and cheats, you name nobody. How then can we give
credit to your aflertions?

In my opinion you deferve a very fevere reproof
for {uch condu&t—When one author attacks the fen-
timents of another, he fhould quotg him, name him,
and appeal to the public decifion : Nothing but the
defpicable charater of our opponent can excufe fuch
an omiffion—Now, you have publithed opinions and
affertions, dire&ly in contradiction to thofe of St. John
de Creveceur, and you have not faid a fingle fyllable
of him, nor of his book ; a book too which hac enga-
ged the public attentlon and yet you have read it.—
You well know how much the author is efteemed in
America, and you yourfelf have exprefled your perfon-
al efteem for him. Since you atwack, not merely
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his opinions, but his narrations and his faéts; com-
mon politenefs, attention and refpedt for the public,
did then, and ftill do, require, that you give your
reafons for not mentioning him, and for differing
from him in fentiment.

Who then fhall we give creditto, concerning the
Quakers? toSt. John de Creveceeur,or to the Marquis
de Chatellux? one praifes, the other traduces them :
thefe are queftions 1 have often heard, and which
you ought to have prevented ; but by not mentioning
this author’s name, nor his book, you have thrown
the public into a ftate of uncertainty on thefe points.

I know very well, that this treacherous, jefuitical
filence, which Academicians and men of the world
are fo well acquainted with, is honored with the
name of confideration and refpe&. The means of
ruining a public charadter, by general remarks, or by
Dot faying any thing at all of him, isa fecret many
are well acquainted with; but believe me, this cow-
ardly pradtice of our literary ariftocracy, in no-wife
becomes you. The motto of every honeft writer
thould be, When I attack any one, I do it from motives
of duty, and do it openly,

The public cannot long remain in the ftate of un-
certainty you have thrown them into, if they will but
attend to the arguments I have already bx:ought to
controvert your opinions, and to thofe I fhall here.
after produce, The difference in your manner of
writing is againft you. If Iwere even unacquainted
with St. John de Creveccenr, if 1 had not been on
the. moft intimate footing with him, 1 could give my
judgment after having read over both your books:
his is a work of the heart, your’s thews that yoti
have a great deal of wit; but republicans, pure
moralifts, fuch as the Quakers, muft be judged by
the heart; their reputation will receive no fhock
from all the art you have made ufe of to injure them.

T thall now begin to follow you ftep by ftep.

Th.e law which you fay, many of them obferve,
of faying neither Yon, nor Sir, is far from giving them



[ 15 ]

an air of fimplicity and candor. Thisis not the cu«
{tom of many, but of alf the fociety.

You fpeak of an air, as if the Quakers afflumed
any airs; asif their plainnefs was but affe@ation.
They are much above it ; ‘the plainnefs of their lan-
guage confifts in renouncing thofe empty forms, thofe
ridiculous compliments and fathionable falfhoods which
French politenefs requires ; itis on this plainnefs the
Quakers value themfelves ; they do not tell'a firanger
that they are charmed to fee him ; they keep filence at
the firft interview, and wait for an opportunity of
forming a judgment ; they do not {queeze the hand of
a manwhom they defpife ; they do not bow to a fine fuit
of clothes, a crofs, or arad or blue ribband ; they do
not pay court to a minifter, who is detefted by the
nation—If they thee and thou every body, it is be-
caufe they believe all men are equal; are not thefe
fufficient reafons for a Philofopher ?

The undaunted manner in which they have fup-
ported this cuftom at court, and at the bar; that
boldnefs which has conftrained thofe in authority to
give way to them, will not even this entitle them to
your praife? For admitting with you, that itisa
matter of indifference to fay you or thox to a fingle
perfon, yet it muft be of importance, to have a cha-
ra&ter, and to poffefs a degree of firmnefs, of that
unthaken firmnefs, which is fo hateful to oppreflors,
becaufe they dread the confequences of it; and, it
. matters not, that this firmnefs appears in {mallthings,
and trifling circumitances ; for there is no doubt, but
it will be called forth with greater energy, on more
important occafions. Now, the perfecutions which
the Quakers have undergone, for not giving up their
Thee and Thou, fhew a greatnefs of charaéter, and of
confequence a fuperiority over the reft of irankind,
which they have ever {uftained, when their civil or
religious principles have been attacked by govern-
ment. But after all, as to this cuftom of theirs, which
you find fo much fault with, let us fee whether they
or the men of the world are in the right : fince Yoz
takes in feveral perfons, why make ule of it to one
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only ? adulation firft invented this corrupt pradiice;
and pride and bafenefs of foul have brought it intd
generalufe : The Quakers with to reftore the cuftoms
of propriety,and what objections can you make to them?
muft they limp becaufe you are not firong enough to
walk upright? _ ]

If our felf-conceited literati, and would-be philofo:
phers, had really any philofophy about’ them, would
not they imitate the Quakers? Would they not re-
nounce thofe mean ceremonies,which fhow the {lavith-
nefs and falfhood of mankind ? Would they not in-
ftead of ridiculing the Quakers, endeavour, like them
to exalt human nature, and compé! the great to be-
lieve that the loweft of their fellow creatures is their
equal : This was the condué of Diogenes, the hero
of our Academicians, whofe example however they
will not follow ; Diogenes in this refpect aéted like 4
true Quaker, that is to fay, like 2 wife man, who knew
the dignity of man, and the infignificancy of thofe -
diftinétions which we meet with in civil life,

And I would be glad to know too, what meaning
you affix to the word candor, which you fay the
Quakers make ufe of as a blind ? To have candor, is
to fpeak unrefervedly from thie very heart, which
muft be pure for fuch a purpofe—To have candor
is to fpeak what you think, and to pay the ftricteft
attention to truth. This is the general charaéter of the
Quakers, and it is a chara@er they have obtained. by
the {acrifice of their lives.

But you think very differently ; for you chaige them
with a whining, infinuating tone, which is perfectly jefu-
itical ; you fay too, that their conduél is quite of a piece:
Horrid and falfe comparifon! what do we mean by a
Jefuit? a deceiver, with the air of candor, an art<
ful hypocrite, one who is ambitious and plotting, un-
der the appearance of renouncing horors and riches ;
a tyrant with an air of foftnefs, fubje&ion and polité.
nefs, and one'who pretends to be huinane, and yet
is wholly given to {elfithnefs. ‘

The Jefuits were inflamed with a defire of domi-
neering over the confciences of men, that they might
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tule kingdoms, open prifons by their nod, and bury
alive their rivals and their enemies—this was #hei
reafon for affe@ting a whining infinuating tone, which
hurts no one’s vanity, but flatters and mifleads it.

The Jefuits raged with the defire of making pro-
felytes, they befieged the growing talents of the
youth, and bent them to their own purpofes; they
over-reached great and fmall ; they had fpies at court,
and at the bar ; they had their puffers and partifans
inpay. In fhort they were for attempting and fub.
duing every thing. '

1 would afk any one, who knows any thing of the
Ouakers, who has lived ever fo thort a time amongft
them, whether any part of this chara&ter fuits this
plain people? can they, who renounce all places and
honors, be charged with the luft of power? can
they, who have no ambition, be called plotters ¢ {hould
they be fuppofed deceitful, without any motives for
being fo? does not the whole world know, that they
do notattempt to make profelytes ! that they do not
{eek for praife, either by writing or flattery ! every
body knows that they deteft intolerance, and, of con-
fequence, thofe horrid methods which are praétifed on
perfons in confinement, thofe private tortures apd
inquifitions which the Jefuits made ufe of to cver-
throw the dorine of the efficacy of grace. The
Quakers have been often derided, mutilated, and im-
prifoned ; they have never treated their enemies in
fuch a manner ; can the fame be faid of the Jefuits?

Is there any thing extraordinary in this {foftnefs of
their manners¢ does it not naturally accompany their
love of humanity, and principles of univerfal tolera-
tion? there is nothing in it charateriftic of the
infinuating fharper ; his {chemes are for the acqui-
{ition of power, riches, fame or titles; but the true
Quaker feeks nor for power, he is of all men the
jeaft defirous of wealth, he cares little for a name,
and defpifes all marks of diftintion.

But you are not fatisfied with denying them all
‘pretenfions to plainnefs md candor; voua are not

&

&
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fatisfied with comparing them to one of the moft
ambitious, plotting, and tyrannical {ets that ever ex.
ifted—but you will not even allow them to poffefs
common honefty. You tell us, that during the Ame.-
rican war, they cheated both parties out of their mo.
ney, without a blufth, and carelefs of what mightbe
thought of their conduét. )

And yet you bring no proof in fupport of fo fe-
vere an accufation : an accufation which affeds
the whole fociety ; which affe@s their Benezets and
Mifflins : men whom vou praife, and whom the lov-
ers of virtue will admire. How could you, thusin
a moment, endeavour to difgrace fo many refpeétable
charatters? And even admitting, what I neither can
nor will believe, till you prove it by well-attefted
fa&ts—admitting, I fay, that there were fome Quak.
ers who took advantage of the times, to fell at exor-
bitant prices, or, as you exprefsit, to cheat both par.
ties out of their money, was it well done in you, to
throw the odium on the whole fociety? If any
amongft them are culpable, name them ; it is your
duty to do fo. You, yourfelf are culpable if you do
not; for, indeed, by your filence, you involve both
the innocent and guilty in the charge.

But as you never could have known the Quaker’s
methods of dealing; as you never could, nor ever
will be able to prove, that they are all cheats, with-
out “exception, it follows that your aflertions are
downright defamation ; for whichyou ought to make
* amends at the public tribunal, where you have unfair-
ly traduced them. At this tribunal, I now impeach
you. I, who have been well acquainted with fome
Quakers, and am fully convinced of the general probity '
of their fociety, and obferving, that they are accufed
by a man of rank and quality, and member of feveral
academies—confiderations which might lead the pub-
lic to doubt of the houefty of the Quakers, I fummons
you to produce your charges, and your proofs before
the public ; and if you are ftill {ilent, let me once
more repeat it, I thall think myfelf authorized to treat
your affertions as mere defamation.
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This word will fhock you, fir ; I ufe it ‘with re.
gret ; but I do not ufe it withaut having fufficient-
ly attended to the meaning of it. A defamatory work,
is one which is made public, in which an avowed or
anonymous author, injures one or more perfons, by
accufing them, falfly, of crimes, meannefles ot vices ;
or, ina word, ftrives to injure their charatter. Now,
do not you accufe the Quakers of being {harpers,
chezts, hypocrites, and men carelefs of the public
rood ? '

We will fuppofe the'‘Quakers may have furnifhed the

-Englith, as wellasthe Americans, with provifions. Do
you call that a crime ! You thould recolle& that the
Quakers look on all men as their brethren, and that
no one is their enemy, not even their perfecutors.
In this point of view, Englith and Americans were
the fame to them. The greateft part of them
thought that England was carrying on an unjuft war.
But the Quakers did not look on the Heffians as part-
ners in this act of injuftice, they thought them equally
entitled to theirafliftance with theirAmericanbrethren,

According to my prefent fentiments, that the on-
Iy juftifiable war, is that which is carried on to re-
it oppreflion, and that the American war was of this
kind, I muft confefs I thould have been better pleaf-
ed if the Quakers had joined the Americans, that
they might the fooner have got rid of the deftroyers
of their country.

But {ince they have not done fo, fince they have
fcrupuloudly adhered to their principles, of not fhed-
ding blood, T cannot accufe them of any thing crimi.
nal ; and the lefs fo, becaufe their principles and con-
du&t were known before hand, to both parties *.

And we will fuppofe alfo that they may have f{old
their goods ata high price to both parties. Butdoyou
call thischeating ? In difcuffing this charge, I thould be

* The Author of :his work, propofes, in a future publication on the
the Quakers, to examine into the truth of this charge.  And at the fame
time, to. take notice of the frefh complaints, made againt them, by
M. Mazzei, Author of Recherches furdes Etats Unis, which he has engaged
to do, 1 his Anfwer to this Writer, already publifhed, ’
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glad of well ftated fadts. But, as there are none, foryou
have not furniflied me with any, I muft fuppofe, that
you have been led away, by the common prejudice,
againft the merchant who takes the benefit of circum-
fiances, to fell at an advanced price. o

When any trade is free, not in the hands of indi-
viduals, when the buyer is not forced to give what-
ever price may be demanded, there can be no cheat-
ing, not even if they fold at the moft extravagant
rates. ' .

‘the natural confequence of a war, is to raife the
price of goods very high, becaufe produce is leffened,
and goods become fcarce. The feller is then no
more culpable for raifing the price onaccount of the
fcarcity, than the buyer would be for ofering a fmall
price in plentiful times. But the common people,
who are ufed to fixed prices, and whofe refources are
diminifhed in time of war; this common people, who
are then forced to buy every thing at a high price,
exclaim that they are cheated. And I dare fay, that
a great many of our French officers, in their travels
through the United States, have, as well as you, met
with poor inns, and bad fare ; and yet were obliged
to pay a high price, for a mean lodging, and a wretch-
ed fupper. Thefe, I have no doubt, often thought
themfelves impofed upon, and looked upon all the
American inn-keepers as cheats. And you, your-
{elf, feem to infinuate as much in feveral places*.
But you and your brother officers were all wrong;
For you'paid, firft, for the fcarcity of hands, and ex-
ceffive price of labour s fecondly, for the fcarcity of
provifioas ; thirdly, for the fcarcity of travellers; and
fourthly, for the fcarcity of taverns; and, on thefe
four different accounts, it is no wonder, if you paid
four times as much as in France.

I do not mean to lay before you, in this place, all

* Inone place amonglt many others, when fpeaking of one BessoNET;
{whom you miftake for a brother of BEn£zE1’S,) you fay, that he retain-

ed none of us Quaker principles, but that of felling at an extravagant
price. . . .
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my opinions on high prices +. I fhall only fay, that
this can never be called cheating, as ldng as the buy-
er knows the quality of the goods, and the conditions
of fale: fecondly where there are manpy fellers,
the buyer is at liberty to purchafe, or leave it alone.

The Quakers have the name of felling at high
rates, I {uppofe, becaufe their merchandife is al-
ways of a good quality. But {ince you are at liberty
to provide yourfelf elfewhere, you cannot complain
of their felling dear ; and if you give them the pre-
ference, it muft be becaufe you efteem their goods,
though of a higher price, yet of a fuperioir quality,
to thofe which are fold at a lower rate.

It is, befides, very well known, that the Quakers
in general fell nearly at a fixed price. Now, fuch a
cuftom admits of no cheating, which can only be prac-
tifed by thofe who vary their charges, and who, by
taking advantage of the ignorance and credulity of
the purchafer, atk much more than the market price,
Thefe are the men who are to be miftrufted, and
not the Quakers, who fell at a fixed rate,

There is then very little probability in your flan-
derous aflertion, #hat it is a received mazim in trade,
that they are not to be trufted. ‘

But I maintain that it is a falfe aflertion, I have
heard quite a different account of them at London—
a city, wherein, if they were much inclined to cheat-
ing and corruption, they would much fooner become
cheats, and be corrupted, than at Philadelphia. Now,
this is far from being the cafe, and it may be looked on
as one of the greateft prodigies of the age, that they
have preferved their virtue in fuch a fink of vice.

I dare fay, you may have heard {uch an account in
America. But would it. not have been right for
you to have traced out the foundation of this tale ?
Should you not have fought for its origin in the

+ Seemy Sentiments on this fubje, in the Chapter fur I' Etat civil
des Juifs, inthe fecond Volnme of the Journal du Licée ou Tableau des
Sciences & des-Arts en Angleterre.  Ihave there faid, that felling at a high
price is often confidered as a want of principle, at leall, by ignorant -peo-

ple. .
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wickednefs and envy * of others ! Should not you
yourfelf have been fure of the truth of it ! And in.
ftead of only faying that the maxim is well founded,
fhould you not have fhown that it was fo, by well.
attefted facts 7 Once more, fir ; when a citizen is
accufed of a crime, the proofs and fadts muft be
brought forward at the fame time. Otherwife, an
accufationisbut calumny, and as fuch will your’sbe re-
garded, unlefs you particularife thofe heavy charges
you accufe the Quakerswith, and the whole fociety at
once, for you have flandered them all indifcriminately.

Revricious TENETsS of the QUAKERS.

I fhall now goon to treatof the ridicule you throw
on the Quakers, when {peaking of their mode of wor-
fhip and religious tenets; and here too, I thall follow
you, ftep by flep. .

On Sundpy the 10th, fay you, I determined to take a
turn thro’ the churches, and ftudy the different modes
of worfbip. ‘

It muft be confefled, that your’s was a laughable way
of fludying ; to go and hear afingle prayer or fermon,
and catch at hazard few expreflions, in alanguage
and religion you were a firanger to. Since all
feéts have their peculiar idioms, and make ufe of com-
mon words in.a different way from other people ; the
wit, who is for making f{o fuperficial a courfe of ftu-
dies, runs a rifk of underftanding nothing, and of
forming erronepus{entiments.of every thing he hears.

But, what could you mean by taking this [frange
turn throvgh the churches? Was it to become ac-
quainted with their ceremonies! The Prefbyterians
have but few—and the Quakers noneat all. Wasit
to become acquainted with the principles and {pirit of
each fe@ ? This would have been a more reafonable

® They have been reproached, fays Mr. St. John de Creveceeur, vol,

- 1, page 16g, with their fondnefs for trade ; but fuch charges originate

from envy, excited by their riches, The Quakers are for this reafon the

objeét of public envy in America, and confequently we need notbe fur-

prifed at the many reports ¢ ‘ncerning them. Have we not feen, in the

laft centuries, the-poor, proud and envious Chriflians accufing the Jews
«f the mofk horrid crimes, merely becaule they became rich by trade?
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and important obje@ : But let 2 man be ever fo pe-
aetrating, how can he flatter himfelf with fully un-
derftanding, ina fingle hour, ata fingle opportunity,
the principles and practice of any fet? The firft is to
be learnt from books, the fecond by frequerit and long
continued intercourfe. :

We are but too much addicted to this mania of judg.
ing of objects from fuperficial views, without going to
the bottom of any thing. This is the cafe with re-
fpec to all the fciences. A man will fuppofe himfelf
very knowing in natural philofophy, and quite a maf-
ter of chymiftry, when he has attended a few leGures.
‘This error has been already much cemplained of ; but
it does and will keep its ground, becaufe it is favora-
ble to the quackery of teachers, and the lazinefs and
vanity of {cholars.

¢ Unfortunately, fay you, the feveral fe&s, who agree
in nothing elfe, have fixed on the fame hour to af-
femble their congregations.”

How can you affirm, that the religious fe&sin Eng.
land, and in the United States, do not agree in any
one point; when, all, to bring but a fingle inftance,
look upon the Gofpel as a divine book; when, all, ex«
cept the Unitarians, regard Chrift as the Son of God,
and all admit the neceflity of prayer, &ec. Youknow
too much to be ignorant of thefe facts ; but you have
facrificed the truth, to the pitiful pleafure of making
anantithefis. It israther fingular too, that for the ac-
commodation of the curious, you would with to fub-
ject all the fedéts to different hours, for the perform-
ance of their worlhip. Alas, why did not you make
your four of worfhips, as the petits maitres of Paris
do their four of play-houfes? A fong at the Italian—
a fcene at the French theatre—a dance at the Ope-
ra—and a turn at Vauxhall—they have feen every
thing, and know every thing, for they have fhewi
themfelves every where, and all in the fpace of two
hours. .

When you made ufe of this expreflion, if you had
but recolleted, that the man, whofe foul is raifed té
God from 2 feeling fenfe of duty, has his atteéntion
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but little turned to ftrangers, but is wholly fixed on
one objet ; if you had remembered teo, the perni-
cious confequences, which, I thall hereafter fhow,.at-
tend this way of degrading religious fubjedts, treating
them in a light manner, and putting them on a level
with plav-houfes, you would not have formed a judg-
ment {o fuperficially of the Quakers, and Prefbyteri-
ans, nor even of the members of the church of Eng-
land.

If you had recolle&ed too, that there is no diftinc-
tion of fex in the fight of God, you would certainly
have fpared that forry jeft upon the women, which no
one expedted to fee from the pen of an admirer of the
fair fex, and an academician : ¢¢ Like Ariofto, I fhall
relate prodigies, dird maraviglia, ju/? as I enteredy a
woman held ber tongue”?

How could thistrifling and hacknied piece of wit éfcape
" you, efpecially with all the air of importance with
which you make the quotation ? You who are fo warm
in the praife of our French ladies-——have you, then,
never been acquainted with any who knew how to
be flill, or whole converfation was agreeable? Have
you never lived with Englith and American ladies }
Have you not obferved that they are modeft and {i-
lent, never in hafte to {peak, although well-inform-
ed ? Yes, well-informed, and well qualified to teach
.even men of learning and academicians. I thall men.
tion but one—Mrs. Macaulay : Her hiftory of the
Stuarts is certainly more ufeful than all the French
academy has ever produced.

And befides, why would you leflen the women ?
By undervaluing any one, you make him become def-
picable. The Quakers hav: done that juftice to their
women which we refufed them. ‘They have fhewn
they were not unworthy of it ; for Quakerifm has had
its Porcias. ’

You feem determined to find fault with every thing
the Quakers do, whether they fpeak or are filent.
For you go on to fay, “ A man took the woman’s
p]ac‘e, and {poke Lte a block-bead on internal grace,
the illumination of the [pirit, and all the other tenets
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of his fe&, which ke had over and over again, but
without explaining any thing.

_ I'thall here, f{ir, make bold to atk you if you were
fufficiently acquainted with the language of the fed,
to underftand this Quaker, and to form a judgment
of his difcourfe . A foreigner may underftand the
eloquent Burke in the houfe of commons, or Mifs
Young at the theatre, witheut being always able to
comprehend the preacher of any fociety., The
Quakers, of all others, have a language of their
own;, which cannot be eafily underflood, with-
out having read fome of their books, fuch as Barc-
lay’s Apology, with a great deal of attention. Now,
I fhould fufpeét, from a word you have made ufe of,
that you were not perfetly acquainted with the idiom
and dorine of the Quakers. Itis when you find faule
with the preacher for not explaining their religious
tenets. Moft probably he was clear enough for his
brethren who underftood his language, while to you
who did not comprehendit, he was obfcure. Now on
the fame principles, what would you think of a man,
who, having learned the Indoftan language, only in
the grammar of Halhed, thould tell us of a Bramin’s
fpeaking very ftupidly about Viftnou ¢ What would
you think of a wit, who, from his ignorance of the
new do&rine of magnetifm, fhould call your reflec-
tions on motion®, a colleftion of riddles? And what
would you fay,>if an Englithman, ignorant of the
many hundred revolutions which have happened in
the Nomenclator of French chymiftry, fhould call
the Oxigine of Meflrs. Fourcroy and Lavoifier, a
ftupid and obfcure term ¢ :

It 1s no difficult matter to accufe a {e&, or ridicule
their tenets. I have feen fome of thofe jeiters, who
could not even tell you the meaning of the technical
terms which they had picked up—I have heard many
of them quote the dodirines of Janfenius with a fneer,

D

* A pamphlet of the Marquis de Chatellux’s, publifhed 2t the end
of Monl. Bergalle’s refle€tions on magnetifm. This pamphlet has beer:
generally complained of as obfcure and unintelligible.



L 26 1

who would have been greatly puzzied .if any one had
afked them to explain the very firft article.

The ignorant are led away by words, and I make ne
doubt, that moft perfons who read your book, and know
nothing of the Quakers, will form their judgment of
thiemn, from the caricatura you have drawn ; from thefe
ﬁnglé words ¢ inward grace, illumination which pro-
ceeds from the (pirit’ and more efpecially from the
beautiful turn about faying over and over again. They
will exclaim—Where are thefe creatures from?—
They are {furcly born in the laft age—or inhabitants
of fome other world-—poor ignorant mortals !

I know nothing of the difcourfe made by the Qua-
ker you heard preach, but I will confefs that the te.
nets he thould have fupported, the tenets of his fec,
do not appear tome to be fo_ffupid as they did to you,
1 fhall now give a fhort account of them, not for your
information, for you muft certainly have read Benezet
before you ridiculed him, but for thofe who have no
other knowledge of the Quakers but what they get
Jrom the jtage.

The Quakers believe in one almighty, eternal and
unchangeable God.

They believe in the divinity and miffion of Chrift,

They believe that all men may be faved.

They admit of grace and univerfal light. That is
to fay, that God, of his grace, makes himfelf known,
and difclofes the truth, toall thofe who fincerely defire
to know it, and feek after it. :

They believe that this grace was given to Secrates,
Epictetus and Seneca, and to all thofe ancient Philo-
fophers, who joined the practice of virtue to their
fearch after truth. By the inward light, which they
follow as their guide, they mean the Holy Spirit.

Whoever, fays Benezet*, retires ferioufly into him.
felf, with a fincere defire to know, and to do his duty,
will never fail to find there a fure guide,a ray from the
fountain of light, which will enlighten his under{tand-

See a fhort account of the People called Quakers; their rife, religions
*#ciples, and fettlement in America, by Anthory Benezct,
Prig
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ing, and teach him, with certainty, to diftinguith good
fromevil. Thofe who are obedient to this light, this
divine guide, whatever religion they profefs, foon ar-
rive at the enjoyment of purity, holinefs, &e.

The Bible is the principal book which they read,
or have recourfé to, for council and direé&ion. They
fannot, however, fays Benezet, regard it as the word
of God, becaufe this title belongs to Chriftalone ; be-
caufe its contents admit of different interpretations,
and becaufe men are apt to think that nothing further
is neceffary to their falvation. )

Concerning worthip, they have neither ceremonies
nor facraments, becaufe they fay thefe terms are not
found in the holy fcriptures. '

‘They do not believe in elementary baptifim, nor the
ufe of bread and wine, as a facrament, to be effential ;
they look upon them as types and images ; and think
a good life 1s the certain way to falvation.

‘They believe in the neceflity of prayer, but thatis
fhould always proceed from infpiration.

They keep meetings, becaufe God has promifed,
that where two or three perfons are gathered in his
nawme, there heis in the midft of them.

They undertake not to ordain either priefts, bithops
or minifters, according to the hierarchy maintained
in other Chriftian churches.- :

They think any man prefumptuous who would pre-
tend to the exclufive privilege of communion with God.
Every believer may become a prieft and minifter. Eve.
ry Quaker is a preacher, when he feels himfelf autho-
rifed thereto by divine infpiration. They therefore
refufe paying tythes. Itis, according to their prin-
ciples, degrading religion, to make it a matter of com-

“merce ; it is difobeying the Supreme Being, who has
{aid, freely ye have received, freely give.

For the fame reafon, they reje the fcience, called
theology, as commonly taught in the fchools, believing
that it {erves only to produce pride and difputation.

I thall in another place {peak of their fentiments
concerning war. ‘

Xt is well known that they never fwear, according
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to the command of Jefus Chrift, fwear not at all, bt
Jet your communication be yea, yea, nay, nay : for
whatfoever is more than thefe, cometh of evil.

The internal police of this fect is very firi® and
rational. They have their monthly meetings, which
are made up of the members of fuch meetings as lie
contiguous ; their quarterly meetings, which are com-
pofed of the feveral monthly meetings, which are
neareft to each other; and in like manner, their year-
Iy mcetings, compofed of the feveral adjacent quar-
terly meetings. If a brother behaves amifs, the el-
ders caution him repeatedly, and get others to dothe
fame. If he is irreclaimable, they lay his cafe be-
fore the monthly meeting, where it is judged. He may,
if diffatisfied with their decifion, appeal from this meet-
ing to the quarterly meeting, where he has another
hearing, and from thence, it itill difcontented, to the
yearly meeting, where it is finally adjudged. They
are careful to avoid law {uits 5 if any Quaker is poor,
or unfortunate, the fociety afli{ts him.*

They look on it as a duty to contribute to general
charities. :

They hold no places of office in the magiftracy ;
but in Pennfylvania they were for fome time in thofe
offices. Perceiving, however, thatit was hardly pof-
fible to adhere to their principles, amongft the temp-
tations that occurred there, they at length refolved
to give them up entirely.

Such are the civil and religious tenets of the Quak-
ers ; and to their praife be it fpoken, they could never
be compelled to abandon them, even in thofe coun-
tries where they were without power, and perfecut-
ed ; and they obliged no one to embrace them, where
they had the power in their own hands. To prove
this, 1 fhall quote two ftriking paflages, from Barclay
and Penn, in their own words :—

““ Bur of this excellent patience and fufferings, the
witnefles of God, in feorn called @uakers, have gi-

¥ Twas told, at London, of 2 Quaker Merchant, who whs thrice re-
}3equ by his fricads ; but falling a fourth time, he was perfuaded te
decling trade, 2nd had 2 penfion lettled on him,
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ven a manifeft proof : for fo foon as God revealed
his #ruth among thens, without regard to any oppofi-
fition whatfoever, or what they might meet with,
they went up and down, as they were moved of the
Lord, preaching and propagating the truzh in mar-
ket-places, highways, fireets, and publick temples,
though daily beaten, whipped, bruifed, haled, and
imprifoned therefore. And when there was any
where a church or aflembly gathered, they taught
them to keep their meetings openly, and not to
fhut the door, nor do it by ftealth, that all might
know it, and thofe who would might enter. "And
as hereby all juft occafion of fear of plotting againt
the government was fully removed, fo this their
courage and faithfulnefs in not giving over their
meeting together (but more efpecially the prefence
and glory of God manifefted in the meeting being
terrible to the confciences of the perfecutors) did fo
weary out the malice of their adverfaries, that often-
times they were forced to leave their work undone.
For when they came to break up a meeting, they *
‘were obliged to take every individual out by force,
they not being free to give up their liberty by diffol-
ving at their command: and when they were haled
out, unlefs they were kept forth by violence, they
prefently - returned peaceably to their place. Yea,
when fometimes the magiftrates have pulled down
their meeting-houfes, they have met the next day
openly upon the rubbifh ; and fo by innocency kept
their pofleflion and ground, being properly their own,
and their right to meet and worfhip God, being not
forfeited to any. So that when armed men have come

* During the reign of the infamous Charles 11d  who made a mock-
ery of every religious fe€t, and to procure money, perfecuted and pro-
teCted them all by turns; 2 moft bloody perfecution was excited againft
the Quakers. The King’s guards, fays Mrs. Macaulay, were fet upon
them ; they were abufed, wounded, and fome were killed. Haysand
Jenilt were aniefted for offering money to the conftables, who were car-
1ying their friendsto prifon. They were each of them condemned to
pay a fine of {5700 Sterling, or {uffer imp_n(onmem. Penn and Mead,
two refpetable Quakers, were tried and fined forty marks, for having
k,pt their hats on, &c. Hiftory of the Stuares, Vol. 6, Page 309, of
the Quarto Edition.
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to diflolve them, it was impoffible for thew to doit,
unlefs they had killed every one; for they flocd fo
clofe together, that no force could move any one to
ftir, until violently pulled thence: fo that when the-
malice of their oppofers ftirred them to take fhovels,
and throw the rubbith upon them, there they flood
unmoved, being willing, if the Lord thould fo per-
mit, to have been there buried alive, witnefling for
him. As this patient but yet courageous way of fuffer-
ing made the perfecutors work very heavy and wea-
fii%)me unto them, fo the courage and patience of the
fulferers, ufing no refiftance, nor bringing any wea-
pons todefend themfelves, nor feeking any ways of re-
venge upon fuch occafions, did fecretly {mite the
hearts of the perfecutors, and made their chariot-
wheels go on heavily. Thus, after much and many
kind of fufferings, thus patiently berne, which to re-
hearfe, would m:ke a volume * of itfelf, which may in -
due time be publifhed to the nations (for we have them
upon record ) a kind of negative liberty has been obtain-
ed; fo that at prefent, for the molt part, we meet toge-
ther without difturbance from the magiftrate. But
on the contrary, molt Proteffants, when they have
mot the allowance and toleration of the magifirate,
meet only in fecret, and hide their teflimony ?” ¢c.4

Barclay relates their fulferings alfo in his fpirited
dedication to Charles I1d, in which he affirms, that
no Quaker was ever difcovered to have been concern-
ed in the many plots laid againft him; and finifhes
this {ingular dedication with the following bold ex-
preflions. ‘

¢ Thou haft tafted of profperity and adverfity ;

_ * Charles 11d. who trafficked in crimes, and invented them for
the fake of impofing fines, made a law againft Diffeater’s Meetings -of
avery Kind,  If the meeting confifted of five perfons, each was fined five
thillings for the firfk offence, ten for the fecond, &c. And it was enaét-
ad that if any doubt arofe concerning the meaning of the A&, the
Judges were always to decide againt the defendents, And this wag
the Tyrant that I__ouis XIV. withed to inveft with abfolute pow er
Mri. Macaulay'’s hiftory, Vol. 6, Page 284, of the Quarto. Kdition,

+ Barclay's Apelogy, Page 508,
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thou knoweft what it is to be banithed thy mative
country ; to be over-ruled, as well as to rule, and to
{it upon the throne ; and being oppreffid, thon haft
reafon to know how hateful the opprefjor is, both to
God and man: If after all thefe warnings and ad-
vertifements thou doft not turn unto the Lord, with
all thy heart ; but forget him who remembered thee
in thy diftrefs, and give up thyfelf to follow luft and
vauity, {urely great will be thy condemnation, &c.”

Thefe paflages, Sir, are a fufficient proof of the ftea-
dinefs and conftancy of the Quakers, in the midit of
perfecutions ; and the {pirited language of Barclay to
Charles the 1Id, has always been maintained by them,
The following pafiage will alfo thow their toleration,
in a country where they had the power in their
own hands. :

The immortal Penn, in the charter of privileges,
which he granted to the inhabitants of Pennfylvania,
on the 28th O&ocber 1701, inferted the following
claufe.

¢¢ Becaufe no people can be truly happy, tho’ un-
der the greatelt enjoyment of civil liberties, if abridg.
ed of the freedom of their confciences, as to their
religious profeflion and worthip: And almighty God
being the only Lord of confcience, father of lights
and {pirits; and the author, as well as the objeft of
all divine knowledge, faith and worfhip, who only
doth enlighten the minds, and perfuade and convince
the underftandings of people, 1 do bereby grant and
declare, that no perfon or perfons, inhabiting in this.
province or territories, who fhall confefsand acknow-
ledge one ahnighty God, the creator, upholder and

‘ruler of the world ; and profefs him or themfelves
obliged to live quietly under the civil government,
{hzll be inany cafe molefted or prejudiced, in his, or
their perfon or eftate, becaufe of his or their confcien-
tiousperfuafionor practice,nor be compelled to frequent
or mamztain any religious worlhip, place or miniftry,
contrary to his or their mind, or to do or fuffer any
other a& or thing, contrary to their religious perfuas
fion. And that all perfons who alfo profefs to be-
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lievein Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of the world, fhalf
e capable (notwithftanding their other perfuafions
and practices in point of confcience and religion) to
ferve this government in any capacity, both leglf—
latively and executively.” .

And now, fir, forget that you ha.ve _written
againft the Quakers, lay afide your prejudices and
w?itticiﬁns, retire withia, and after reading the ac-
count T have juft given, afk yourfelf whether the te.
nets and worfhip of the Quakers are fo very flupid
as you would fuppofe them. .

But you will fay, whatis the meaning of that myf.
terious farrago about inward grace, illumination and
the {pirit? 1 underitand you, a'nd might anfwer your
queftion by referring to the belief and tenets of the
Catholics and Proteftants, whom your cenfure in-
volves equally with the Quakers ; but a philofopher,
an academician, muftbe anfwered in a different man-
ner, and I thall now attempt it.

The words illumination, inward grace, extacy, en-
thufiafm, . exprefs the fame {piritual {tate of man, that
ftate in which he is plunged, whenabforbed, and en-
tirely taken up in 2 profound meditation on his rela-
tion to God and man. Wereyou never in this {itua:ion?
Ifnot, I pity you; for itis certainly the higheft fource
of happinefs, I had almoft faid, of enjoyment on earth.
I will notattempt to defcribe the effeéts of it—they are
beyond defcription. Thofe delightful reveries in
which the foul wanders, when efcaped from the wretch-
ed coverings which confine her; that fublime and con-
{olatory glimpfe of things beyond herfelf, beyond the
globe and ina better world, is fled and gone, when we
attempt to defcribe it.

‘This ftate is to be arrived at, folely, by a perfe& in-
ward retirement, and a folitary * and innocent life; and

* By aremarkable peculiarity, it happens that enthufiafts and illuminat-
ed Perfons are ofteneft found in defpotic governments. The reafon is
plain, for men are there forced to live a folitary life; and when we
are unhappy at home, we feek for a retreat elfewhere ; when the earth is
but a place of torment, the wretched look to heaven for relicf, and be-
come enthufiafts, becaufe it is unfafe to be citizens. There are addi-
tional realons for refpefing enthufiafn,
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can only be relifhed by thofe pure {ouls whoare lifted
above the vain pleafures and trifling cbjeéts of worldly
ambition. ’

This ftate is the diredt road to the knowledge of
God, of real happinels, and of the proper objeétsof
man’s purfuit. It leads us naturally to the true means
of obtaining it. Thefe means are the public and focial
virtues. From whence it follows, that the man whois
continually employed in felf-meditation, becomes of
courfe, good, tolerant, juft and bencficent—for he
endeavours toapproach the Divinity, and torefemble
him ; and it is virtue alone that can £ill up the inter-
mediate {pace which {eparates thein.

IHumination, inward grace, the holy {pirit of the
Qualkers, is nothing elfe but this flate of knowledge,
which is to be attained by meditation. They never
pray without meditating-~they never preach without
being infpired, which is always the fruit of meditation.

1 have then proved toyou, thatthe man who is con-
tinually employed in meditation on kimfelf, on the
Divinity, and on his own duty, will naturally become
-a virtuous man ; and, of courfle, the illumination of the
Quakers direéts them naturally to virtue ; which con-
clufion is fupported by faéts ; of confequence their {y-
{ftem is a refpecrable one, and making a jeft of it, {hews
an ignorance of it’s principles and effets—Itis an of-
fence againft virtue. :

It feems to me that thefe conclufions cannot be deni-
ed, however, I challenge you todoit.

I well know that our wits, even fome of the cele-
brated ones, have been very ingenious in their far-
cafins on this ftate of illumination. But what do far-
eafins prove ? What abfurdity may not a wit be guilty
of ? ,'What virtue is f{afe {from their ridicule ? Let us
leave irony apart, and come to falts and reafoning—
Turn over Voiaaire from beginning to end, the man
who has, above ail others, brought into repute this
rage of fubflituting ridicule for reqfouing, and who
has carried it even to the feaffold. In all his writings,

E
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you will not find one folid argument agai_nﬁ lluminati.
on :¥ His only weapons are puns and epigrams.

It is with regret I mention it, but thefe too, are the
weapons molt frequently made ufe of by the Count de
Mirabeau, in the book which he has juft publifhed
againft the celebrated Lavater 4 and his followers,
whom he calls the enlightened, and againft illumina-
tion in general. _ )

But there is a diftinétion tobe made which has efca-
ped this writer, and thofe who have wrote on the
fame fubjeé before him, T and which is daily efcaping.
the vulgar who are fo ready to condemn every thing
above their reach—He has confounded the pretended,

“with the real enlightened man.

1 agree that the pretended are the moft numerous;
for whenever there appears in the world charaéters
firongly marked, who announce important truths and
fix the attention of mankind, they are foon furround-
ed and followed by a crowd of intriguing perfons, who
take advantage of their difcoveries, and who, aping
their appearance, hope to dupe the credulous public,
and too often are fuccefsful.

The real philofopher ought to make the moft vigor-
ous effors to detedt thefe infamous cheats ; he ought to
inveigh againft hypocrify and illumination, when made

" a trade of, but not againft real illumination : For by
ridiculing this laft only, theyare difappointed in their
aims, they traduce what is refpe@able, and treat with
refpeét, or pafs over in filence, thofe things which
fhould be condemned. They give enceuragement to

* To do juftice to Voltaire, it muft be acknowledged, that he fome-
times {peaks well of the Quakers, though in a ludicrous manner. See
the words Quakers, and Eglife primitive in the queflions fur I’ Encyclo-
pedie.

+ Congte de Mirebeau’s Letter, on Mefrs, Caglioftro & Lavater, Ber-
lin, 1786.

1 The famous Lord Shaftfbury has publifed a letter againft en-
thuﬁa.fm. I have not read the Letter; but by fketches of it which 1 have
feen, it appears that his principal defign was to prevent the mifchief
threatened by fome falle prophets, who wifhed to {pread defolation thro’
the country, by fubjeéting the minds of the people. His letter fhould
have been entitled, on fa/fe enthufialm.
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the hypocrite, whois put on a footing with the virtuous
man, and finds a fhelter under his prote&ion.

But there is, in this cafe, an infallible method of
diftinguithing the falfe from the true. Whenever one
of thefe enlightened perfons has ambitious, interefted,
or worldly views, you may be certain that he is only
a pretender to illumination, and you fhould never he-
fitate to dete® the cheat.

Philofophy too, has been the inftrument of cheating
in the hands of the fophif{s. But as it would be abfurd
to throw on real philofophers that odium which be-
longs only to the cheats who have ufurped this title to
acqulire riches or reputation, fo it would be unjuf: to
confound George Fox, Penn, Benezet and the reft of
the true Quakers, with the falfe, if there are any,
who, as you tell us, make ufe of this covering to
conceal their vices and interefted views. It would be
unjuft to confound the honeft Lavater with the ad-
venturers who make a trade of illumination and " ex-
tafies. ‘

What I now fay, is equally applicable to the enlight-
ened Catholics—1 have no doubt but Fenelon was of
this number—That fweet anointing virtue which runs
through his letters, could only be produced by conti-
nued extafies—And who is there fo devoid of reafon
and feeling as to {ay that Fenelon wasa cheat or a fool ?

Such a man would at once condemn almoft every
true philofopher, and efpecially Roufleau. Read this
author’s dialogues with himfelf 5 they feem to be writ-
ten in another world : And a man who exifts in this
world only, and has never been beyond it, could not
have written two words of them. ‘

Were I to run over the catalogue of ancient and
modern philofophers, there is{caree one of them who
has not been enlightened, and confequently been
looked upon as a fool by his cotemporaries ; this was
Plato’s cafe; and did not Defcartes appear as a
mad-man, when, in the public church, and prefence
of the divinity, he confecrated himfelf by an oath to
the defence of truth. And his pupil, the famous Mal-
-ebranche, do not all his works bear the wonderful
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ftamp of illumination ? He was the child, the man of
meditation.

The example of thefe great men will be another
proof, {fir, of what I have already demonf’crated{ that
this ftate, far from being dangerous to fociety, is nn
the contrary, favourable to virtue., For where fhall
we find & more difinterefted charater than Malle.
branche, where a more fublime one than Roufleau,
where one more beneficent, or more refembling the
divinity, than Fenelon ? ’

And let 1t be obferved too, that this difinterefted-
nefs, this {ublimity, this beneficence, were the natu-
ral fruits of that habit of {piritual coutemplation, in
which man becomes ex-organifed, and ex-humanifed,
if I may ufe the expreflions.

In forming a judgment of extraordinary men, I
believe we do not pay a fufficient attention to their
private charaéters; I do not mean, that this fhould
always influence us with regard to their opinions;
but it fhould at leaft teach us to be careful in pafling
our judgment, and above all things, not to blacken
their characters: Their virtue fhould apologize for
their miltakes, but genius can never be an excufe
for vice,

I am further of opinion, that we are too apt to
condemn whatever is foreign to us, and to our way
of thinking. The courage of thofe who dare to
firike out new paths, is not held in the eftimation it
deferves. The good confequences of enthufiafm, ex-
cited by new ideas, is not fufficiently felt.

Every kind of enthufiafm is attended with a move-
ment, a difplacing of the human mind, a flight be-
yond the ordinary bounds. ' This is the natural
confequence of the elements of our fpiritual princi-
ciple, of it’s reftlefs a@ivity, ofit’s curiofity to know
what is tiue, and to enjoy the beft. This acive dif-
polition, often leads the foul aftray into errors and
chimeras; but on the other hand, it often leads to
the difcovery of ufeful truths. To ftop the courfe
of enthufiafin then, by ridicule, is to limit the num-
ber of truths,and to circumfcrite human perfedtion.
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. 'But. further, the caufe of tyranny is ferved by
this kind of ridicule ; for fince there are amongft thefe
truths which have been, or may be difcovered, fome
that might prove fatal to it; it is the intereft of ty-.
rants to oppofe that enthufiafm which caufes them to
be difcovered, fpread and adopted. Tyrants, by pur-
fuing this fyftem, would make man a mere machine.
A Nero, were he now alive, would lock with terror
upon the prefent ftate of mens’ minds. He would
regard them with horror, agitated by a fecret fer-
ment, continually feeking to change their fituation, tor-
mented with the weight they feel, and endeavouring
to free themfelves from it. He would fee, with horror,
fome launching into the regions of metaphyfics, and
there boldly hovering between heaven and earth ;
others penetrated with a fenfe of the dignity of man,
are thocked at the attempts of individuals, to degrade
it, all moving with the fame enthufiafm, boldly main-
taining their dodrines, and giving rife to difcuflions
which tend to the public improvement.

As tyranny is continually obltru&ing the progrefs of -
knowledge, the fimple and obfcure individual who re-
fifts it, muft have a fupport, and nonz fo cerrain as
enthufiafm-—Armed with the inward conviion that
he is the defender of truth, raifed above all fear, be-
caufe he is continually raifed above all earthly things;
the enthufialt gives a fhock to the mind, while he him-
{felf remains immoveable.*

His exiftence is a real benefit to the community that
polleffes him ; he in time makes them partakers of his
exalted ftate. And indeed, enthufiafm, tranfporting the
minds of men into a more exalted {phere, habituates
them to a certain elevation, which they preferve when
they defcend into the common circle of things. The en-

* Do youthink, fir, that truth would long ma_intain it’s groupd againft
tyranny, in 2 perfon of an indifferent turn of mind ? If Phalaris bad or-
dered a Geometrician to fay that two and two made five, he wruld cer-
tainly have been obeyed.  But inftead of Geometry, let us {fuppofe the
matter in queftion, to have been of a nature, more clofely conneéted
with the dignity of man, and more {ufceptible of enthufialm, the tyrant
would then have found his miftake.
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thufiaft, the enlichtened man, have not the fame
language nor the fame phyfiognomy as common men,
Theirs is an heavenly language, anoble countenance,
which moft forcibly eledrifies thofe who look upon it.
Obferve the man who has frequent communion with
himfelf and with his God—Serenity reigns on his vil-
fage and happinefs in his life > there is a fomething
commanding in hislooks, which feems to make you feel
your inferiority—1In his prefence vanity {hrinks, vice
bluthes, and feeble virtue grows firong. Thus, the
real and virtuous enthnfiaft, governs a whole commu-
nity by his prefence, and by a firm and fleady refolu-
2ion.

You, fir, who have ftudied the fecrets of magnetifm,
and who have boldly ranked yourfelf amongft it’s defen-
ders, in {pite of the academic confederacy, you muit
be well acquainted with the fingular effe@ts of this s¢-
folution, thisbeneficent enthufiafm, in which the whole
fyftem of magnetifm confifts. Be no longer, then, the
enemy of enthufiafts and enlightened perfons ;: make a
jeft of themnolonger. I have but one word more to
fay on this head : If the progrefs of George Fox and
William Penn hadbeen checked by ridicule, whata mifx
fortune would ithave been for mankind! The Ame-
rican Indians would fYll be maffacred 5 the Negroes
would ftill be flaves ; the principles of equality and
their confequence, democracy, would nothave been
fo well known, and the American revclution would
not have been effeted : And all this is owing to the
{pirit of illumination and enthufiafm.

No longer vilify the worfhip of the Quakers, becaufe
you think it gloomy and clownifh.” It is fimple,
and of confequence more refpeétful to the Deity. It
turns the minds of men from idolatry, and by confi-
ning them to a ftate of meditation, fixes their ferious
attention on the fupreme being, which is of much
greater importance than finging his praifes by rote.

No longer {peak fo highly of the Church of Eng-
land’s mode of worfhip, for the refemblance you faw
init to an opera ; for the fine pulpit, beautiful organ,
handfome minifter, and elegant women ; or for the
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zgreeable fonatazs you heard fong there. Good hea-
vens! compare a church to a playhoufe ; and the eja-
culations of the devout man to the Divinity, to Italian
fongs! How couldyou defeend to {uch puerile and in-
decent comparifons ? Itis excofable in a child 10 be
captivated by fine play-things, but how mean an opini-
on muft we entertain of the judgment and metaphy.
fics of a man grown, an academician too, who calls
himfelf a philofopher, to fee him looking after and
admiring nothing elfe in divine worthip, but the drefs
of the ladies and the elegant theatrical grace of a
furplufed Petit-maitre. For what muft be your idea
of the Divinity, if you fuppofe that the prayers and
homage of a handfome minifter and well-drefled wo-
men, are more accepiable to him, than thofe of vir-
tuous men, with plain clothes; or that charming fongs
are more acceptable than good works? At any rate,
this {fenfual tafte, can only belong to the indolent and
voluptuous deities of Epicurus, but the God of the
philofopher is the fource of alleruth and virtue. Idoes
he not receive a more acceptable homage from
thofe who feek truth by meditation, and pradife
virtuz, than from finging and dancing. Andis it not
uttering blafphemy againft him, if it were poflible
to 'do fo, thus to fuppofe he can be worfhipped
by ftage-piayers and buffoons ?

I by no means charge you with making fuch con-
clufions, but would-be-wits, and weazk minds, will
draw them from your jefts—How diverted they. will
be with your curious quotation from the Deferter,
and that comparifon betweea the ignorant fe(tary and
Montauciel, who finds in his book, words that were
never there. But this is the true academic turn of
mind.—Unhappy difpofition, which gives us punsand
jefts for reafons, which lefflens every thing that is
great ¥ by the mere touch, which fhrivels up the {oul,

* This difpofition is to be met with, in many parts of your travels.
Another paffage of the fame kind is quoted, when you are fpeaking of
the Negroes. I have juft laid myhands on a third; it is where you are
defcribing the famous natural Bridge, in which you fec nothing but nature
endeavouring to imitate art, ‘This is giving much the fame idea of vature,
asthe Poet, who in defcribing the {ublime Meteors of the Alps, tells vs



{40 ]
ihortens the {ight, and disfigures every cbje@! I muft
again lament that the author of la Felicité publique,
{hould be corrupted by this epidemic rage for wit.

And you fuppofe, then, that you have proved toa
demonfiration, thatall religious {eéts are in an error,
by comparing them to Montauciel, who could not
fpell, and by faying, thatitwas a million to one, that
he guefied right.

Which is as much as to fay, that becaufe Montau-
ciel, who did not know his letters, could not read,
{o we have no method of becoming verfed in the fci-
ences's and confeyuently, that we are not poffefled of
reafon, inward feeling or conicience, thofe three
guides of knowledge and condu&. That, in religious
matters, it is a million to one, that the truth is yet
concealed, that the true religion s yet unknown,
and like to be fo, for there 1s a million of chances
againft it. Now is fuch a fyftem as this defenfible ?
Do you fuppofe that there is no fuch thing asa reli-
gious truth? fuch a fuppofition would make the great-
eft part of mankind unhappy, and place oppreflors
wholly at their eafe.

Is there any more appearance of reafon, inyour
traducing the Quakers, by charging them with bloody
difputes, and by faying that it is better toleave them
in their error than to go to cutting throats with them ?
How is this? do the Quakers endeavour to convince
or gain over any one? Aud do they, when refifted,
wield the fword, or light the fagoot 2 You do not
believe it ; or if you did, hiftory would undeceive
you, and yet, when cafting your jokeson all the feds,
you charge them as well as the others, with this
enormity.

, T‘h§re _appears thro'ug_hout this paragraph, an air
of ridiculing every religious fedt, as well as of the

that the clouds rofe like the curtain at the Theatre. And thisto be fure
15 wit! We cunnot leffen or degrade Nature more than by comparing
her operations to the feeble works of men. We cannot more certainly
deftroy the interclting cffe€t, produced in fecling minds, by the fight of 2
ﬁnglandicapc, a magnificent {ky, or ‘a frightful cataradt, than by com-
paring them to the produdltions of art.
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worlhip of the Deity, which weak minds will extend
to the Deity himfelf. Oh fir, blame not a fociety
for any thing but for their intolerance, and for
profefling principles which produce hatred : But let
us commend them for refemb]ing one another in be-
lieving in God, and in the neceflity of divine wor-
fhip. ,

Philofophers, by being too warm in their oppofi.
tion to certain religious prejadices, have nor yet fuffi-
ciently confidered the extenfive influence which a be-
lief in God and a future ftate, would have on political
conftitutions : He whobelievesin God, can fear nobo-
dy : He whobelievesin God, willfpeak the truth bold-
ly, he will defpife terments and death itfelf : He who
believes in God, will love and cherifh all mankind, he
will, if poflible, revenge them when oppreft: He
who believes in God, may become a Cato, a Sidney,
a Benezet, the greateft and moft refpectable of hu-
man beings, but he can never become a Cafar or
a Sejancus.

How ftrong is man when fupported, on.one hand
by the truth, and on the other by the Deity! He is
then irrefiftible—Power vanifhes before him, and the
fword menaces in vain t.

* You fmile—but look at the Quakers ; defencelefs
they have triumphed over their armed perfecutors—
and thefe are the fruits of enthuftafm.

F

+ The Hiftory of England abounds with faéls, in fupport of this affer~
tion. I fhall quote but one. Towards the latter part of the reign, or ra-
ther the oppreflive government, of Charles 1ld. the fe€t of indepen~
dents appeared, who gave out, that this Prince ought to be dethroned,
becaufe he had violated his promife made to the nation, who had given
him the Crown ; had pillaged them in every way he could devife; had
protetted the Papifts, perfecuted the Proteltants ; received a penfion from
France, &c. Thefe complaints were well founded, but Charles chofe ra-
ther to fend a regiment of men againft thefe fectarians, than to change bis
own condu&. They fought like Enthufiafts, and Defperadoes ; part of
them were killed outright, and the remainder taken prifoners.—
Their leaders were gxecuted according to cuftom ; the others were pro-
mifed pardon, on condition of their crying, God fave the King. About
fifty men remained, and .not one of them would condefcend to do {o.
" They-faid they would rather die than 1ell ap untruth, or blels a man,
whom they detetted—and they did die, Hifory of the Stuarts, by Mrs,
Macaulay, Vol. 6, Quarto Edition,

~
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On the PoLiTicAL PRINCIPLES of the QUAKERS.

Have you been more fuccefsful or juft, fir, inyour
attack upon the political or civil principles of the Qua-
kers ? I think not. One of them claims the favour
and encouragement of all fovereigns. They are eve-
ry where refpectful and obedient to government, and
never revolt, or have recourfe to arms, whatever im-
pofitions they fuffer.  You do not reproach them for
this principle of forbearance, which, perhaps fingly,
prevents crowds of virtucus, but brave men, from
embracing their fyftem; but you are offended, be-
caufe in confequence of it, they profcribe war, and
that military art you fo ardently admire, ]

« Concealing, fay you, their indifference for the
public good, under the appearance of religion, they,
are {paring of blood, efpecially their own, &c.”

Thus, f{ir, you mifapply words, which ill unde.r-
ftood, beget abfurd and bloody contefts. If the dif-
putes of princes, or the refpedtive national pretenfi-
ons, often fupported with the unneceffary effufion of
blood, conftitute what you denominate public good ;
it muft be confefled that the Quakers are indifferent
to fuch follies, and refufe to contribute to them,
But in refpeé to the general benefit of Tociety, that
is to fay, the relief of diftrefled individuals, the affift-
ance of the indigent, zeal and liberality in the pro-
motion of ufeful inflitutions, the Quakers, far from
being indifferent, are among the firft to comfort and
aflift the unfortunate. For proof, I oppofe you to
yourfelf, I quote you for all you allow them to have
done for the public good at Philadelphia, where they
have principally planned and fupported many nfeful and
neceflary inftitutions. For, notwithftanding they dif-
courage public {pe@acles, ycu will allow that they
may promote the welfare of their fellow-citizens;
without entertaining them with an opera or a flage
play. I quote that Benezet, whom you cannot but
efteem, that Mifflin, of whom M. St. Johnde Creve-
ceeur gives us fuch an amiable chara&er, that Fother-
gill, whofe life was one continued fcene of great and
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good acdtions, in a word, I quote their general eman.
cipation of the Negroes. Where thall we meet with
fuch another fublime inftance of regard for the public
good ! Can you fuppofe that the reftoration of milli-
ons of wretched beings to life, to virtue, and to foci-
ety ; and the abolition of the moft deteftable trade
that ever was undertaken, a trade in human bload !
Canyou fuppofe, I fay, that thefe are objeds of lefs
importance 1o the public welfare than the maflacre
of thoufands of Englithmen out of patriotifin ?

Confefls, fir, that this kind of public fpiri: de-
ferves the preference, and no doubt you will be con-
vinced upon ferious refleGtion, that the Quakers have
fhewn themfelves friends to the public good, by taking
no part as a body in the civil commotions which have
laid wafte and difmembered the Britith empire in the
laft and prefent centuries. What ! would you blame
them becaufe they did not pray for the fuccefs of
that tyrant Charles 1I, uncorreed by the misfor-
tunes of his father, whofe wars only ferved him for
a pretence torob his fubjects of money to lavith upon
his miftreffes ? For the ambitious William, who caft .
the firft link of that oppreflive chain of national debt,
whofe weight becomes at prefent too heavy to be
borne ! For Ann fucceflively governed by ambitious
or obicure favorites, uninformed, intriguing, and a
firanger to her fubjeéts? For the abfurd difpute about -
the Spanifh fucceflion, or that of the empire no lefs
abfurd and expenfive? In fhort, would you blame
them for not having joined with Clive to affaffinate
Nabobs, who had been the benefaétors of his country,
with Verelft, to hurry three millions of Indians into
eternity by the cruel death of famine, with Haftings,
to exterminate a hundred thoufand Rohillas ; in thort,
with all the ravages of India, to rob, fetter, maffa-
cre the moft mild, virtuousand friendly people upon
earth. )

If this mafs of national enormities, is what you
call public good, it isnot cnly a virtue not to flain
our hands with it ; it is a duty to avoid it—confefs,
fir, that fuch public good is merely that of a few in-
dividaals, of the miniftry, of the military, who for
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zmufement or promotion, charitably fet people to
cut each other’s throats. But fuch public good isa
general evil, an evil for all nations, and efpecially to
the people, who are always opprefled, whether con-
quering or conquered. Let us then commend the
Quakers for their indifference to fuch nominal public
good ; Jetus commend them for weeping over its ca-
lamitous confequences, though they never contribute
to them, and thus uniting religion and humanity.

They are fparing of blood—fo much the better— Are
there not enough who lavifhit? Are not a million of
bayonets at our breafts from one end of Europe to
the other, fufficient ? Are there not murderers
enough ! Mutft it be counted a crime in the Quakers,
not to be found ia this lift of deflroyers of the hu-
man race. ) .

Thefe enlightened men, fully convinced that the
bafis of univerfal happinefs is univerfal peace, and
that war muft be utterly renounced to introduce it,
Convinced that preaching weuld be ineffetual, if
not feconded by example, and that princes wonld’
find the means of perpetuating war as long as men
could be hired tocut each others throats, determined
never to ufe arms or contribute to the fupport of any
war. They have been robbed, imprifoned, tortured,
martyred; they endured it ail, and at length, over. .
come by their conftancy, tyranny has exempted them
from military {fervices, and is obliged toufe force in
obtaining contributions from them. And indeed what
fhould the Quakers pay for ! To hirefoldiers? They
would there were none. Priefts? they do not want
any ; they are all priefts. Magiftrates? they need
nene, they have no law-fuits.

What would become of our heroe’s, if every fe&
had imbibed this anti-military {pirit; if all anathema.
tized war ; if no Autematon would fuffer himfelf to be
trained up for the infernal tafk of murdering his bro-
ther !—What would become of the ambition of con-
querors, if all men, turned Quakers, fhould firmly,
and with one confent, refufe 1o fecond their preten-
fions with a mufket? O then ! if we love the public
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good, let us pray that thisexalted fe& mayincreafe and
fpread over the earth, or at leaft, that its humane
_principles may be every where received, then would
that peace becomeé univerfal*, which the Quakers
have already realifed, in thofe countries where they
are moft numerous. Let the ambitious who figh for
ribbands and croffes, deteft this idea; let them ridi-
cule us, fufpet us of cowardice, and proclaim to the
world, that we are {paring of our own blood ; it is
better to be ridiculous, if this is fo, than to become
the murderers of our brethren,

It is thus, {ir, you are pleafed to banter the Qua.
kers; you fay they fhun war, particularly 0 fpare
their own blood ; as if the Quaker, who ufes no wea-
pons of defence, were not more expofed- to danger
than he who carries them and defends himfelf ; as if
the angry favage would refpe& his fcalp, or the
European conqueror his exiftence.

No, the Quakers do not avoid fighting to fpare
their own blood, but to fpare thatof their fellow men.
Can you doubt it, you who have feen them during

. the late war boldly venturing to fuccour their bre-
thren, their countrymen, their enemies themfelves ? -
If you thill doubt their courage, look back to the
perfecutions they have {uffered, read their martyro-
logy ; behold them tranquil and ferene in dungeons,
undaunted before their judges, mounting theﬂgallows
without terror ; behold even their women, pofleffed of
equal refolution, braving torture and defying the ex.
ecutionert. Such courage, fir, is very different from
¥ Men who are prejudiced or interefled in the exiftence of reigning
evils, figmatife thofe who preach the doétrine of univerfal peace, fmd
oppofe war with the title of declaimers. Notwithftanding, the world im-
proves under their fermons, in the a& of 1idiculing them. Let the par«
tifans for war, inform us, whether the paflion for itis fo general, {o un~
bridled in the prefent age, asit was, for inftance, in the time of the cru-
fades. War is no longer a raging fever. it is a mere matter of {peculation,
Now to have changed 'he Tage to computation, is a great ftep gained ;
and we have only to prove that war is a bad {peculation for all parties. To
whom is this change of ideas owing, if not to the philofophcrs. who are
called declaimers ?” The word declaimer, hke that of vifiorary, is ufed to
tun the man of genius into ridicule, who fpeaks highly of the rights of
men,and boldly oppofes thofe errors which the world agreed to laugh at,

and continue,
+ I will relate one inflance—Mary Dyar, one of thole perfons who re-
turned toBofton,alter their unjuft banithment upon pain of death, when the
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that of the foldier in the day of battle, chiefly infpi.
red by, the adventitious circumftances which fur.
round him, and poflefs every faculty of his foul.
The confufed difcharge of mufketry, and the report
of cannon, founds which banith all refleftion, the
neceflity to kill or be killed, the chance of efcape, the
Jooks of his comrades and of his general; the hope of
laurels, and croffes, every thing fupports, every thing
animates, and impels him to what is called heroifm ;
but all this is foreign toit.

How different is the fortitude of the individual,
who afcends the fcaffold a martyr to his religious or
political opinions ! every thing around is agaipft him,
or at leaft indifferent ; the image of certain death be-
fere him, and the apparatus of his execution. He has
no efcape, no honors, no ribbands to expeft—death
advances, and he meets him without terror.

Behold the man of true courage! behold the he-
roe ! His courage is innate, it {prings from his own
breaft; he dies alone, fenfible of the approach of
death. Such were Ruflel, Sydney, Barnevelt, De
Witt, &c. and all thofe Quakers who have fuffered
imprifonment and death in defence of their faith,’
Now will you venture to make a jeft of their courage,
their {fingularities, or the plainnefs of their language ?

If the witty, following your example, cannot be
fatisfied without difparaging this refpedable fed by

fentence was paffed upon her, undaunted] replied, ¢“the will of the Lord
be done ;> whereupon, the judge ordered her to betaken away, and fhe
anfwered again,  yea, joyfully [ go.”” Atthe foot of theladder, where
ker two companions {uffered martyrdom, the cried out, * this is to me
an hour of the greateft joy; ne-body can conceive the fweet and refreth-
ing influences of the Lord’s fpirit, which I now feel.” Ready to meet
her diffolution, {he was refpited and taken back to prifon, from whence
fhe wrote aletter to the general court, charging them with the guilt of
innocent blood, in which the faid fhe looked upon their mercy as cruelty.
She was bami"hed afecond time, but returning to Bofton, was again con-
demned to die—When the judge repeated her fentence, fhe {aid, * this is
no more than what thou faldft before.” I am come to warn you to re.
peal your unrighteous laws : If thou condemmneft me, the Lord will fend
ﬁthc_rfsfr;‘f his fe]::ivants to witnefs againft them. A pardon was offered
erif fhe would go away and defift fr ing ;
fo, and fuffered 'd%ath. y om preaching; fhe refuled to dy
See the before quoted article upon the Quakers, in.my journal.
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their farcaftic fneers—I repeat what I have faid elfe-
where, I will forgive them their epigrams, if they
can {ay on their death-beds, with a defcendant of the
celebrated Penn, ‘¢ Inever dida wicked thing know-
ingly.” I will forgive them, if they can quit life and
its enjoyments in the bloom of youth without regret,
if they have the refolution, like moft Quakers, to
conifort their weeping friends—~I will forgive them, if
they pradtifed through life, the meeknefs, probity,
and other good qualities of the Quakers. Though
they may appear ridiculous in the eyes of a French-
man, and their language may feem empkatic, and en-
igmatical, even though they thould hold immaterial ers
rors, or infift too firenuoufly upon minutiz ; what
-matter if they are virtuous? Let us fhun their weak-
nefles, but imitate their good qualities, or if we can-
not accomplita both, let us facrifice our vanity to vir-
tue, and be very careful how we blame. Hitherto,
the Quakers have been reprefented in a ridiculous
point of view ; both at Paris and London, they have .
been indecently exhibited upon the ftage. An Arif-
tophanes, has been found to facrifice Socrates to the
public. Let the public lay afide their prejudices,
let them ftudy, let them fcrutinize the Qua-
kers, they will find their do&rines plain; their morals
pure, and the fimplicity of their manners perfedly
confiftent ; they will find energy and fublimity in their
chara&er, in the midft of general fedution and the
moft fhocking depravity. Even felfithnefs, that uni-
verfal poifon, is a vice unknown to the true Quaker.
All Quakers are his friends; his brethren—rtie re-
joices in their joy, he weeps for their misfortunes, he
fupports them in their diftrefs ; his friendfhip ex-
-tends to the whole human race, it is his family, and
he delights in doing good to all its members. May
fuch principles fpread and be imitated, and pradifed
by all. But they will find no imitators until men thall
boldly adopt the fimplicity of the Quakers, for luxury
cannot be humane. The income of a Creefus will always
be exceeded by his expences ; the man whe facrifices
to pleafure, rarely enjoys the luxury of doing gooti.:
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Three greatvices, or rather crimes, haveintroduced
all the evils that afflic the earth ; fuch as defpotifm,
war, and .public or private injuftice : They are am-
bition, covetoufnefs, and luxury—Are not the .Q’ua-
kers, who renounce power, free from Ambition?
W hat objeé could infpire covetoufnefs amongft people
who defpife luxury *? This then is the fet for thofe
States which would banith defpotifm, and all other po-
litical crimes. It is the fe& for republics; § It isthe
{e& for monarchies ; In a word, it is the fe& for hu-
manity. Since if Quakerifm were univerfal, all man-
kind would form but one loving and harmonious fa-
mily.

‘Knd yet this is the people you calumniate ! butl
am not furprifedat it; the Quakers deteft the military
art, and you are a foldier. They undervalue what
we call wit, and you have difplayed your pretenfions
to it; you are a member of the royal academy ! They
preach equality of men and ranks, and youare 2 man
of quality f.-

W hileI was concluding this article, indefenceof the
Quakers, and when it was almoft printed off, a Penn-
{ylvanian, who fincerely efteems, becaufe he is well ac-
quainted with them, and who is much concerned at
your refletions upon them, fent me the following ob-
fervations—1I fhall tranflate them in their own {imple
firength, without a comment; they alone would have
been fufficient to refute your aflertions,

¢«'The reputation of this fect is founded uponamul-

¥ 8i luxurie temperares, avaritiam non timeres, faid Tacitus.

+ Doftor Franklin, in his obfervations on population, publifhed in
1751, juftly obferves, that thofe fefts which unite regularity and cecomo-
my with fimplicity of manners, increale the moft rapidly, becaufe they
furnith them with the means of providing for a numerous offspring.
"This is the reafon why the Quakers are fo numerous in Pennfylvania.

1 Will it be believed, that thefe obfervations upon the Quakers, as
well as thofe upon the Negroes, to be remarked direétly, are particu-
larly noticed in the Journal de Paris, May 21, 1786, as two excellent
paffages. 1 muft fay, to the credit of its refpeflable compiler, Mr.
Sautrcau, that this article cannot have proceeded from his pen, He is
too well acquainted with hiftory, and is befides a man of too much ve-
racity, to have written fuch a panegyric. Nothing but ignorance, or the
moft abejét flattery, could have induced any perlon to praife fo many
tifings, that deferve nothing but blame,
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of claims upon an aufterity of manners, and fleadinefs
of principle, unequalled by any other, and particu-
larly upon the good they have done within this centu-
ry in America.” ‘

‘“ The Britifh a& of Parliament, which allows the
{imple affirimation of the OQuakers in civil cafes, exs
empting them from the oath which is required of
all other fetts, is the fulleft eulopium upon their
principles, their morals, and their conftancy.”

““Upon an attentive examination of the con{litutions
of their chiirches, fchools, hofpitals and other charitas
ble inftitutions, there appears a degree of philanthro-
phy that fhould difarm envy and ridicule.”

¢ What father, acquainted with their manner of
educating the youth, would not prefer it to that of
every other fe&.”

“ I know of no fe&, which has fo many intelligent,
and even learned members of both fexes. The en-

“franchifement of the Negroes, now a part of their re=
ligious difcipline, is one of the nobleft monuents ever
erected to humanity.”

¢¢ Beneficence, a general chara&eriftic of the Qua- .
kers, thone with peculiar luftre in the good John Fo-
thergill, who fpent his life in healing the fick, in af>
fifting and comforting the miferable. This was the
firft man who thought of teaching the wretched in-
habitants of the coait of Guinea to plant the fugar-
cane, inftead of cultivating it for the whites in a
{trange land. ¥

G

* The following Anecdotes will exhibit the ¢haralter of this benefac
tor of mankind. Hehad afriend at London, who depended upon a
{mall curacy of fifty guincas a year, for the fupportof a wife and numes
rous family. The mother and fivechildrén were {eized at once by an
epidemic diftemper. In this diltrefling fituation, the Curate would not
apply to Fothergill, becaufe he had nothing to fee him with. Men«
tioning his fituation to one of his {riends, he offered to pay the fees.
They went together to the Doétor, who refufed a fee, but vifited the
diftreffed family, till he had effefled a cure, -

The Curate knew not how to exprefs his gratitude; but what was *is
furprize, when Fothergill, inftead of receiving any pecuniary compenfation,
prefented him with tén guineas, and defired him to apply to him when be
wanted more. L

The other Anecdote, concerning the School at Ackwaorth, 1t is too
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%¢ But furely calumny fhould ceafe to perfecute the
Quakers, at the appearance of Anthony Benezet,
whofe whole life 'was confecrated to the fervice of
his fellow creatures; humble, plain, unoftentatious,
regardlefs of ridicule, danger, or prejudice, he was
continually employed in ferving others, rarely him-
felf.”?

¢¢ He died univerfally regretted, in 1784. The
citizens of Philadelphia attended his funeral; and up-
wards of four hundred Negroes, who owed him
their liberty, and whom he had inftrutted himfelf,
bedewed his coffin with their tears. This benefact
or of the blacks, defirous to ferve them even after
his death, left his whole fortune for the fupport of
the fchools he had eftablithed for their inftrution,
with a view to make them more worthy of that free-
dom which had been granted them by the ecxcellent
law of 1780.”

¢ It is alfo to his zeal in part, that 'we are indebt-
ed for the exiftence of the fociety lately inftituted
for facilitating the manumiffion of the blacks, and
proteding thofe who are, or may become free.”

You knew, Sir, you converfed with this wonder-
ful perfon, this angelic benefa&tor of mankind, and
yet you ventured to traduce the Quakers! Did
not his fpirit confufe your imagination, while your
pen was falfifying his brethren, thofe whom he che-
rilhed and led by the hand ; did not your own heart
alk you, can Benezet belong to a band of rogues and
hypocrites? Is it poffible that his noble reply on your
telling him of our rich livings, of an hundred thou-

long to relate here; but I will give the outlines of it. This foundation is
now very flourithing. Fothergill {et afubfcription on foot, and was him-
fclf a principal fublcriber, for the purchafe of the land, the buildings,
and eighty acres of ground for its fupport. There are now three hundred
Scholars upon this foundation; all properly boarded, cloathed and edu-
cated, for the feveral profeflions they are intended to follow. They are
taught morality, decency, regularity, fubordination te their fuperiors,
forbearance towards each other, and efpecially that habit of filence and
meditation fo much recommended in the ancient fchools of philofophy,
and which are abfolutely neceffary for the attainment of real fcience. Sce
the life of Fothergill, by the Dolors, Hird and Elliot.
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fand livres a year ¢ that would build a great many
hofpitals,” Ts it poffible I fay that this 3tfelf could
not difarm yeur rigor ? It does not indicate the warm
benevolence of one man only, it breathes the {pirit-
of his brethren. Such fervency is not to be found
In a declining {ect; it no longer infpires it.’ Bene.
zet could not have been the member of a corrupt-
ed bedy. His fervent charity would form too
firiking a contraft to the felfithnefs of hypocrify.

VinNpicaTiON of the NEGROES.

Firft let me repeat your longeft fection relative to
that people. , .

¢ Below this clafs of inhabitants, (the whites of ne
¢ property, in Virginia,) we muft rank the Negroes,
who would be fhll more to be pitied, if their »aru-
ral infenfibility did not in fome meafure alleviate the
wretchednefs infeparable from flavery. Seeing them
ill lodged, ill clothed, and often overcome with la-
bour, I concluded that their treatment had been as
rigorousasit is elfewhere. Notwithftandiog I have
been affured that it is very mild, compared to what
they fuffer in the Sugar Colonies.. Aud indeed one
does not hear habitually, as at Jamaica and St. Do-
mingo, the found of whips, and the outcries of the
wretched beings, whofe bodies are torn piece meal
by their {trokes. Itisbecaufe the people of Virginia
are commonly milder than thofe of the Sugar Colonies,
which confift chiefly of rapacious men, eager to amafs
fortunes, as foon as poflible, and return to Europe.
The produce of their labours being alfo lefs valuable,
their tafks are not fo rigoroufly exaéted, and in juitice
to both, it muft be allowed that the Negroes them.
felves are lefs treacherous and thievith, than they
are in the Hlands : for the propagation of the black
fpeices being very confiderable here, moft of them
“are born in the country, and it is remarked that
‘ thefe are in general lef5 depraved than thofe import.
ed from Africa. Befides, we muft do the Virginia
¢ ans the juftice to remark, that many of them treat

AT T N N N N N N )

LR LN

LS



[ 52 1

¢ their Negroes with a great deal of humanity, and
what is (ti]l more to their horor, they appear forry
there are any among them, and are forever talking
of abolithing flavery, and falling wpon fome other
mode of improving their lands, &c.

¢ However this may be, it is fortunate that differ.
ent matives concur to.deter mankind from exercif-
ing fuch tyranny, at leatt upon their own {pecies, if
we cannot fay, firi@ly fpeaking, their equals ; for the
more we obferve the Negroes, the more we are con-
vinced that the difference between us does not lie in
the colour alone, &c.

¢ Enough upon this fubje&, which has not efcaped
the attention of the politicians and philofophers of
the prefent age: I have only to apologize for
treating it without declaimation; but I have al-
ways thought, that eloquence can only influence
¢ the refolutions of the moment, and that every thing
¢ which requires time, muft be the work of reafon.
¢ And befides, it will be an ealy matter to add ten or
¢ twelve pages to thefe few reflettions, which may
¢ be comfidered as aconcert compofed only of prin-
< cipal parts, con corni ad libitum. ‘

Upon reading this paflage attentively, I was fur.
prifed to find it contain a fingular mixture of contra-
diftory principles, and in the fame breath, the fenti.
timents of a philofopher and of a colonift; of an ad-
vocate for the Negroes, and of their enemy.

It is evident thar as a philofopher, and a friend to
humanity, you are inclined to alleviate the lot of the

Jegrees, and ,commend thofe who do fo; but this
tendernefs itfelf concealsa fubtile verom that ought
o be expofed. Foryou only beitow your pity upon the
Wegrees, while you owe them, if you are a philofo-
pher, vindication and defence; you with their
malters tobe humane ; they ought to be juft. Inftead
of praifing fuch humanity, yon ought to have blamed
them for ftopping there, inthort, fuch acontempt
for the Negroes pervades this whole article, as will
neceflarily encourage their tormentors to rivet theiy
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chains, Ts not this contempt obfervable, for inftance,
in the very firft period ? '

‘“ Below this clafs of inhabitants (the meaneft
whites of Virginia) we muft rank the Negroes, who
would be ftill more to be pitied, if their natural in-
Jenfibility did ot in fome meafure alleviate the wretched-
uefs infeparable from flavery.”

And who told you, $ir, that nature had created
the Negroes with lefs feeling than other men? do
you judge fobecaufe they have vegetated for three cen-
turies in European fetters, and at this day have not
altogether fhaken off the horrid yoke? But do not
their frequent rifings, and the cruelties they from,
time to time retaliate upon their mafters, give the
lie to this natural infenfibility ? for an infenfible being
has no refentment. If he does not feel, how fhould
he remember? Do you think the wretched Indians,
who; fince the difcovery of the new world, are bu-
ried in the mines of Peru, are alfo naturally infenfi-
ble, becaufe they fuffer patiently ?

You calumniate nature in making her grant fa-
vours to particulars ; in giving her a {yftem of ine-
quality among her offspring. All men are caft in
the fame mould—The varieties which diftinguith in-
dividuals, are the fports of chance, or the refult of
different circumftances ; but the black comes into the
the world with as much fenfibility as the white, the
Peruvian, as the European.

What then degrades this natural and moral fenfi-
bility ? "T’he greater or lefs privation of liberty ; in pro-
portion as man lofes it, he lofes the powers of fen-
fation ; he loofes the man; he fickens or becomes
a brute. It is-flavery alone which can reduce a man
to a level with the brute creation, and fometimes de-
prives him of all fenfibility ; but you blamme nature,
that kind parent, who would have us all equal, free
and happy, for the crime of focial barbarity, and you
pafs by this crime, to extenuate another, to extenuate
the horrid torments of flavery! Not fatisfied with
violating nature, by abufing her offspring, even in
her name, you encourage flave-holders to torment
them. '
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Do you not arm their tyrants, when you tell them,
the infenfibility of the Negroes alleviates their ter-
ments ? \ ’

What! becaufe greatnefs of foul raifed Sidney a.
bove the terrors of death, the infernal Jefferies *
who caufed his execution, was lefs guilty ! becaufe
the Quakers appeared infenfible to infults, blows, or
punifkraents, they are lefs to be pitied, and it was
right to martyr them! A dangerous notion, whofe
confequences I am fure you would difapprove. If
this infenfibility with which you reproach theNe.-
groes mitigated the cruelty of their mafters, it were
-well : but their tormentors do not with them not to
feel; they would have them all feeling, for the plea-
fure of torturing them; and their punifhments are
increafed in proportion to their infenfibility.

‘¢ Secing the Negroes, fay you, ‘“ill lodged, ill
cloathed, and ofter. overcome with labour, I conclu-
ded that their treatment had been as rigoreus as it is
ellewhere. Notwithftanding I have been aflured
that it is very mild, compared to what they fuffer in
the Sugar Colonies.” '

Why this comparifon, which feems to infinuate a
juftification of the Virginians? does a misfortune
ceafe to be fuch, becaufe there is a greater elfewhere?
Was Cartouche lefs deteflable becaufe Brinvilliers
had exifted before him? Let usnot weaken by com-
parifons the idea of criminality, ner leflen the atten-
tion due to the miferable, this were to countenance
the crime. The Negroes are ill lodged, ill cloathed,
opprefled with labour in Virginia: this is the fa&,
this is the offence. It matters not whether they are
worfe treated elfewhere; in whatever degree they
are foin Virginia, it is fiill outrage and injuftice.

And again, why are the Negroes of Virginia lefs

* This Jefferies was the moft infamous Chief Juftice that ever exift-
ed in England. Charles I1d. and James 1Id. ~ well acquainted with
his talents for chicane, his dcbauchery and blood-thirftinefs, his bafenefs
and his crimes, made ufe of him to ‘exterminate, with the {word of law,
all thofe worthy men who defended the confticution from their tyranny.

T often quote the Hiftory of England ; unhappily for us it is too httle
known in France, '

.
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cruelly treated? Humanity is not the motive, itis bew
caufe covetoufnefscannot obtain fo much from their la.
bours, as in the Sugar Iflands. Was it otherwife, they
would be facrificed to it here; as well as there ;
how can we praife fuch forced humanity? how, on
the contrary, not give vent to all the indignation,
which muft naturally arife in every feeling mind?

‘¢ And to do juftice to both, you add, if the Vir-
ginians are not {o fevere, it is becaufe the Negroes
themfelves are lefs treacherous and thievith than in
the iflands, becaunfe the propagation of the black fpe-
cies being very confiderable here, moft of the Ne.
groes are born in the country, and it is remarked,
that thefe are in general lefs depraved than thofe
imported from Africa.” : '

Here is a flrange confufion of caufes and effe@s,
and a ftrange abufe of words. Firft let us clear up
the fafts. Here are fome valuable ones for the caufe
of the Negroes. '

You fay they are not fo thievith in Virginia, pro-
pagate fafter, and are lefs depraved : Why? Becaufe
they are lefs cruelly treated—Here is the caufe-and
the effe@, you have miftaken one for the other.

We muft conclude from this fa&, that if the Vir-
ginians were no longer fevere, and fhould treat the
blacks like fellow-creutures, they would not be more
vicious than their white {ervants. '

The degree of oppreflion is the meafure of what
is improperly called the vicioulnefs of the flaves.—
The more cruel their tyrants, the more treacherous,
villainous and cruel are the flaves in return—Can
we wonder that Macronius fhould affaflinate his ma-
fter Tiberius ! This vicioufnefs is a punifhment that
heaven inflits upon tyranny.

Can the efforts of a flave for the recovery of his
liberty, be denominated vicious or criminal? From
the moment you violate the laws of nature, inregard
to them, why fhould not they fhake them off in their
relative duties toyou? Yourob them of their liberty,
and you would not have them fteal your gold! You
whip and cruelly torment them, and expet them not
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to firuggle for deliverance ! You aflaflinate them éve-
ry day, and expec them not to aflaflinate you once !
You call your outrages, rights, and the courage which
repulfes them, a crime ! What a confufion of ideas!
what herrid logic!

And you, fir, a humane philofopher ! are acceffary
to this injuflice, by defcribing the blacks in the ftyle of
a dealer in human flefh ! You call what are no more
than natural confequences of the compreflion of the
fpring of liberty—treachery, theftand depravation®.
But can a natural confequence be criminal ? Remove
the canfe, or is it not the only crime?

For my part, fir, I firmly believe, that the barba-
rities committed by the Negroes, not merely againft
their mafters, but even againftothers, will be attribut-
ed at the bar of eternal juitice, to the flave-holders,
and thofe infamous perfons employed in the Guinea
trade. [ firnly believe, that no human juftice has
the right of putting a Negro {lave to death for any
crime whatever, becaufe not being free, he isnot
fui juris, and fhonld be regarded as a child or
an idiot, being almoft always under the lafth. I be-
lieve that the real criminal, the caufe of the crime,
is the man who firft feized him, fold him, or enflaved
him—And if ever I thould fall under the knife of an
unhappy runaway, 1 would not refent it upon him,
but upon thofe white men who keep blacks in flavery.
I would rell them, your cruelty towards your Negroes,
has endangered my life—they execrate you, they
take me for a tyrant becaufe I am white like you, and
the vengeance due to your crimes has fallen upon me.

God forbid, however, that I thould undertake to
encourage the blacks to take up arms againft their

* Moft authors who have not deeply {tudied the rights of men, fall into
thiserror. I have remarked elfewhere [Vol. IL. of the Journ. du
Licée, no. 4, page 222.) that a writer, who notwithftanding, defcrves our
efteem, for having written againlt the defpotifm of the Turkith go-
vernment, has {uffered himfelf to be drawn into it. M. le Baron de
Tott fays, that the Moldavians are thievifh, mean, and faithlefs. To
tranflate thefe words into the language of truth, we muft fay, the Turks,
the mafters of the Moldavians, areunjuft, robbers, villains, and tyraats;
and that the Moldavians revenge themfelves by oppofing deceit to op-
Pf?fgon, &c. Thus, the people arc almoft every where wrongfully ac-
culed. '
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mafters 1 God forbid, however, that I {hould under-
take to juftify the excefles to which their refentments
have fometimes hu:ried them, and which have often
fallen on perfons .who were not acceffary to their
wretchednefs! The {lavery under which they groan,
muft be abolifhed by peaceable means; and thanks to
the adtive {pirit of benevolence which animates the
Quakers, the pious undertakinfy is already begun.
In moft of the United States of America, the yoke
has been taken from their necks; in others the Gui-
nea-trade has been prohibited. = Societies have been
formed both at Paris and London, to colle¢t and cir-
culate information upon this interéﬁing fubje&, to
induce the European governments to put 4 {iop to
the Negro trade, and provide for their gradual eman-
cipation in the Weft-India iflands: No doubt fuccefs
will crown their views, and the friends of liberty wilf
enjoy the fatisfaltion of communicating its bleflings
to the blacks. o

But the blacks muft wait for the happy moment that
thall reftore them to civil life, in filence and in peace;
they muft rely upon the ainwearied diligence and zeal
of the numerous writers who advocate their caufe,
and the efforts of the humane to fecond their endea-
vours ; they muft firive tojuftify and fupport the argu-
ments that are adduced in their favour, by difplaying
virtue in the very bofom of {lavery ; they muft en-
deavour, in 4 word, to render themfelves worthy of
liberty, that they may know how to ufe it when it
thall’be reftored to them ; for liberty itfeif is fome-
times a burthen, when {lavery has ftupified the foul.

Such blacks, therefore, as are fo inconfiderate as
to be concerned in infurrections, are guilty of retards:
ing the execution of the general plan for their eman.
cipation; for the queftion is not, at the prefent day, .
whether a million of flaves ought tobe fet at liberty,
but whether they can when free, be put into a capa-
city of providing for the f{ubfiftence of themfelves"
and their families. Infurretions, far from ef?e&ing
this purpofe, would detiroy the means. Regard,
therefore, to their own interefls, if there were no

B
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othermotive, fhould therefore engage the blicks to
patient fubmiffion, and no doubt but they will yield it,
if their mafters and the minifters of the gofpel in
particular, to whom the tafk of comforting and ia-
ftru@ting them, is committed, endeavour to prepare
them for approaching fréedom. '

You {ir, have adopted the vulgar notion, that the
Negroes born in Virginia, are lefs depraved than thofe
imported from Afriea. You call the firmnefs which is
common in the early ftages of their flavery, greater
degeneracy ; they are depraved, thatis, in your lan-
guage—they are wicked and treacherous to thole who
have purchafed them, or brought them from their
own country—But in my mind, they are not depra-
ved, becaufe the aéts of violence their genius in-
fpires them to revenge themfelves upon their tyrants,
are juftified by the rights of nature. ‘

And why are thofe imported, more wicked in your
opinion ! In mine, more quick, more ardent in their
refentments ? becaufe, not having forgotten their
former fituation, they feel their lofs the more fenfibly;
and having firong ideas, their refolutions are more firm
and their actions more violent, they not having yet
contratted the habits of {lavery.

They foon fall into that degree of apathy and in.
{enfibility, which you unjuftly believe to be natural
to them ; that is, in your language, they become lefs
depraved ; but I would {ay that their depravity begins
with this apathy and weakne{s—For depravity is the
lofs of nature, and the want of thofe virtues inhe-
rent in man, courage and the love of liberty. Our
readers may judge from this article, how ftrangeély
writers have wrefted words to condemn thefe unhap-
py Negroes, and the unfortunate in general.

I do not, however, pretend to fay, that the Ne-
groes of Africa are all good, or even that many of
them are not depraved. But is this fa& te be impu-
ted to them as a perfonal crime ? Ought you not ra-
ther to have afcribed it to the foreign fource by which
they are corrupted. Alikein them and in the whites,
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the depravity of manis a confequence of his wretched-
nefs, and the ufurpation of his rights. Wherever
he isfree and at eafe, he is good ; wherever the con-
trary, heis wicked. Neither his nature nor the cli-
mate corrupt him, but the government of his coun-
try. Now that of the Negroes is almoft univerfally
defpotic, fuch as muft neceffarily debafe and corrup:
the Negro.

How much is the depravity, occafioned by the go-
vernment of his country, encreafed by his fecond
flavery, far worfe than the firft—for he is no longer
among, friends in his native land—furrounded by the
pleafing feenes of his childhood, he isamong monfters

~who are going to live by, and trade in his blood, and
_has nothing before his eyes but death, or oppreflion
equivalent to an endlels punifbment.

How is it poflible fuch horrid profpes thould not
fire his foul ? How, if chance fhould prefent him with
arms and liberty, thould he refift ufing them, to put
an end to his own exiftence, or that of his torment-
ors? What white man would be lefs cruel in his{itu-
ation ! Truly I think myfelf of a humane difpofition,
that I love my fellow-creatures and deteft the effufion
of blood ; but if ever a villain, white or black, fhould
fnatch me from my freedom, my family, and my friends;
thould overwhelm me with outrages and blows, to gra-
tify his caprice, fhould extend his barbarities to my
wife and children—My blood boils at the thought~—
perhaps in a tranfport of revenge * ¥ * # % % ¥,
If fuch vengeance would be lawfulin me, what makes
the Negro more guilty ? Why fhould that be called
wickednefs and depravity in him, which would be
ftiled virtue in me, in you, in every white man?
Are not my rights the fame as his? Is not nature
our common parent! God his father as well as mine?
His confcience an infallible guide as well as mine ?

Let us then no longer make other laws for the blacks
than thofe we are bound by ourfelves, {ince Heaven has
placed them on a level with us, has made them like us,
fince they are our brethren and our fellow-creatures.

Here you ftop me, you fay that the Negrois not our

fellow-creature, that be is below the white.
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How could fo thocking an opinion efcape the pen
pf a member of the Royal Academy, a writer who
would be thoughta friend of mankind !

Do not you {ee the tormentors of St. Domingo,
avail themfelves of italready, redoubling their ftrokes,
and i‘egarding their {laves as mere machines, like the
Cartefians do the brutes? They are not our fellow-crea-
tures will they fay : a philofopher of Parishasproved it.

What ! the blacks not our equals | Have not they
eyes, ears, a fhape, and organs like ours? Does na-
ture follow another order, other laws for them ?—
Have not they fpeech, that peculiar chara&eriftic of
humanity ? But then the colour ! What of that ? Are
the pale white Albinos, the olive or copper coloured
Indians alfo of different {pecies! Who does not know
that colour is accidental. © They are not our equals!
Have not they the fame faculties—reafon, memory,
imagination ! Yes, you reply, but they have written
no books. Who told you {o? Who :old you there
were no learned blacks? And fuppofing it were fo,
if none but authors are men, the whole human race
isdifferent from us.

Shall T tell you why there are no authors or men
of learning among the Negroes ? What has made
you what you are ? Education and circamftances !—
Now where are the Negroes favoured by either?
Confider them wherever they are to be found—1In
Africa, wretchedly entlaved by domeftic tyrants ; in
our iflands perpetual martyrs; in the fouthern Uni-
ted States, the meaneft of flaves; in the northern,
domeftics 5 in Europe, univerfally contemned, every
where profcribed, like the Jews; in a word, every
where in a ftate of debafement., ° » o

I have been told that there are blacks of property,
in the northern parts of America ; bat thefe, like tﬁ‘é
other {ettlers, are no more than fenfible farmers or
traders—There are no authors among them, becaufe
there are few rich and idle people in America*.

* There was however, a Negro author at London, whofe produtions-

are not without’ merit, and were lately publifhed in two volumes—Hig
meine was Ignaitns Sancho—He wrote iv the manner of Sterne,
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What f{pring of aftion could raife a Negro from
his debafed condition? the rocad to glory and honor
is impaffible to him : What then fhouid he write for ?
Befides, the blacks have reafon to deteft the fciences,
for their oppreffors cultivate them but they do not
make them better, :

Shall we fay that the Indians or Arabs are not
our equals, becaufe they defpife both our arts and our
fciences? or the Quakers, becaufe they neither re-
fpe&t academies nor wits ?

In fhort, if you will deny the Negroes fouls, ener-
gy, fenfibility, gratitude or beneficence, I oppofe
you to yourfelf, I might quote your own anecdote of
Mr. Langdon’s Negro, and abundance of other well
known facts in favour of the blacks. You may find
fome firiking ones in the Abbé Raynals’ philofophi-
cal hiftory. One of them would have been fufficient.
The Negroe who killed himfelf when his mafter who
had injured him was in his power, was fuperior to
Epictetus, and the exiftence of a fingle Negro of fo
fublime a charaéer, ennobles all his kind.

But how could you judge whether the blacks were
different from the whites, who faw them only ina
ftate of flavery and wretchednefs? Do we eftimate
beauty by the figure of a Laplander? magnanimity
by the foul of a courtier? or intelligence by the flu-
pidity of an Efquimaux ? ’

If the traces of humanity were fo much weakened
and effaced in the Negroes, that you did not recog-
nize them, T conclude not that they do not belong ta
our {pecies, but that they muft have been cruelly tor-
mented to reduce them to this ftate of degeneracy.
I do not conclude thar they are not men, but that
the Europeans who kidnap the blacks, are not wor-
thy of the name.

You confider what precautions it may be neceflary
to take to avoid the danger which mighrattend a ge-
neral emancipation of the Negroes.

I (hall not now enter into a difcuflion of this nice
queftion, but referve it for another work : yet I muft
fay in a word, that the Negroes will never be our
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friends, will never be men, until they are pofleffed of
all our rights, uniil we are upon an equality.  Civil
liberty is the boundary between good and evil, order
and diforder, happinefs and mifery, ignorance and
knowledge. If we would make the Negroes worthy
of us, we muft raife them to our level by giving them
this liberty.

Thus, the chief inconvenience you expe& will fol.
low the emancipation of the Negroes, may be avoid-
ed 5 that although free, they will remain a diftiné
{pecies, a diftinit and dangerous body.

This objettion will vanith when we intermix with
them, and boldly efface every diftin&tion. Unlefs this
is the cafe, I forefee torrents of blood fpilt and the
earth difputed between the whites and blacks, as
America was between the Europeans and Savages.

Perhaps, and it is no extravagant idea——perhaps it
might be more prudent, more humane, to fend the
blacks back again to their native country, fettle them
there, encourage their indufiry, and aflit them to
form connections with Europe and America. Thecele-
brated docor Fothergill conceived this plan, and the
fociety for the abolition of f{lavery, at Liondon, have
carried it into execution at Sierra Leona. Time and
perfeverance, will difcover the policy and utility of
this fettlement. If itthould fucceed, the blacks will
quit America infenfibly, and Sierra Leona become
the centre from whence general civilization will fpread
over all Africa.

Perhaps, {ir, you will place thefe thonghts upon the
Negroes with thofe declamations you are pleafed to
ridicule’;s But what is the epithet of declaimer to me,
if I am right, if I make animpreffion upon my read.
ers, if Idart remorfe into the breait of a fingle flave-
holder ; in a word, if I contribute to accelerate the
general impulfe toward liberty.

You difapprove the application of eloquence to this
fubject ; you think nothing can affe& it but the exer-
tions of cool reafon. What is eloquence but the lan-
guage of reafon and fenfibility ? When man is op-
prefled, he firuggles, he complains, he moves our
paflions, and bears downall oppofition. Such eloquence
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can perform wonders, and fhould be employed by
thofe who undertake to plead the caufe of the unfortu-
nate who {fpend their days in continual agony, or he will
make no impreflion—1I do not conceive how any man
~ can difplay wit inflead of feeling, upon this diftracting
fubjeét, amufe with an antithefis, inftead of forcible
. reafoning, and only dazzle where he ought to warm.
Thave no conceptionhow a fenfible and thinking being,
can fee a fellow-creature tortured and torn to pieces,
perhaps his poor wife bathed in tears, with a wretched
infant fucking her thriveled breaft at his fide; Ifay I
have no conception how he can behold fuch a fight,
with indifference ; how, unagonizéd and unconvulfed
with rage and indignation, he can have the barbarity
todefcend to jefting ! Notwithftanding,your obferva-
tions upon the Negroes, conclude with a jeft,

¢¢ It will be an eafy mdtter, fay you, to add ten
or twelve pages to thefe few refiections, which may
be confidered as a concert, compofed only of princi-
pal parts, ¢ con corni ad libitum.”’

I hope there is northing cruel, becaufe there is no-
thing ftudied in this connedtion, this inconfiderate
manner : but how could fuch a comparifon come into
the head of a man of feeling ? It is the {ad effe& of
wit, as I faid before; it contra&s the foul. Ever
glancing over agreeable objedls, it is unfeeling when
intruded upon by wretchednefs—uneafy to obliterate
the fhocking idea, and elude the groans of nature, it
rids itfelf of both by a jeft. The humane Benezet
would never have connefted this idea of harmony
with the found of a Negro driver’s whip.

Having proved that you have wronged the Quak-
ers and the Negroes, I fhall proceed to thew that
you have equally injured mankind and the people.

ViNDICATION of MANKIND, and of the PEOPLE.

I might quote feveral paffages on this fubje, but
the following, which is one of the moft firiking, will
be fufficient. After giving a defcription of an Irifh-
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man, who had treated you with a good dinner, yoi
proceed.

¢ He was polite and attentlve, and his wife, a de.
¢ licate, pretty woman, had nothing of the peafant
¢ in her air or manners ; for the Virginian, though in
¢ the midft of the woods, and cares of a country life,
¢ bears no refemblance to the European Peafant—He
¢is univerfally a free man, who has his fhare in
¢ the government, and poffé/ffes fome Negro flaves ; {o
¢ that he enjoys the double ritle of Citizen and Mafter ;
¢ in which refpe& he is quite on a footing with the
¢ generality of thofe who compofed that order-which
¢ was called the People in the ancient republics, a Peo-
< ple very different from thofe of the prefentday ; but
¢ who have been very improperly confounded in ali
¢ thofe trifling declamations, wherein our would-be philo-
¢ fophical writers, by not making a proper diftinchion
¢ between ancient and modern times, have miftaken
< the word People for Mankind in general; and have
¢ really been liberal in their praifes to tyrants, when
¢ they meant to defend the caufe of humanity : num-
¢ berlefs are the opinions which require corredion !
¢ numberlefs are the words, whofe proper meaning is
¢ yet undefined ! The favourite phrafe of the dig-
¢ nity of man, has long been made ufe of; and
¢ yet this dignity of man is merely comparative; if applied
¢ to individuals, it depends on the rank they hold in
¢ life.  Thus, the inferior ftation of the common
¢ people, gives dignity to the nobility, that of the
¢ {lave to the freeman, and that of the blacks to the
¢ whites. :

< If we apply it in a general fenfe, it will make men
¢ tyrannical and cruel to the animal creation j and thus,
¢ by deftroying univerfal beneficence, will counteraét
¢ the order and defigns of nature=~On what founda-
¢ tion then fhall reafon, freed from fophiftry and de-
¢ clamation, fix her feat ? On an equality of rights,
¢ on the general good, which is to’predominate ovey
¢ every thing elfe ; on the good of individuals as united
¢ with the good of the whole ; and on that order in fo-
“ciety, as abfolutely neceflary as the fymmetry of a
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¢ bee-hive, &c.~—If thefe fentiments are unfavourable
¢ to eloquence, we fhalllofe nothing by it; for a good
¢ fyftem of morality is certainly preferable to an ele-
¢ gant one }.
And {o, fir, you think the people of the prefent
day, are a very different fet of beings from the peo-
ple of old times, and of confequence, more difpofed
to and fit for {lavery——And you blame our philofo.
phers too, for putting the people of our day more
on alevel with thofe of antiguity, and for aflerting,
that the only difference between them, is owing to
the government they live under—Your conclufions,
‘though not avowed, are, that the people of the pre-
fent day are to be kept in a flate of the fevereft
thraldom—for you affert that their vices and follies
are more numerous, and that their depravity is irre-
mediable.
Now, I maintain, that thefe fentiments are falfe
and detrimental to the people, whom you have thus tra -
duced. Youhave already had my creed on this head.
I believe that men receive their charaéter, almoil en-
tirely from the nature of the government they live
under—And that liberty exalts, while the want of it
“haftens their degeneracy. I believe that the ignorant
Barbarian {lave, who receives his exiftence on the
~ banks of the Bofphorus, would have been an enlight-
ened republican, had he been born at Philadelphia.
I fhall not affrent you by bringing proofs in {upport
of my affertions : They are proved by the hiftory of
every nation in the world, and who. can be fuppofed
better acquainted with hiftory than the author of /2
Felicité Publique ?

We may conclude then, that there is no more
natural diftin&ion between the ancients and mo-
derns, than there is between the whites and the
blacks ; and that thofe which do exift, are merely ac-
cidental—Tranfport the government of Athens to
Conftantinople, and thofe very Turks who now

i Voyage en Amerique, Vol. 2, Page 46. The mine is prepared, th
gombyftibles are all ready, nothing butthe fpark is wanting.
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appear {o like barbarians, would equal the Athenians
in valour, patriotifm and knowledge. Liberty would
animate thefe machines. ‘

Ceafe then to vilify the people of the prefent day;
drive them not to a ftate of defperation ; but rather
try to encourage them, by fhowing them that their
fate of degradation is owing to a caufe which may
be removed ; and that whenit1s, they will become men,

I muft confefs, I do not rightly underftand your
meaning, when you fay, that the defenders of the
People of our days, have been liberal of their praifes
to tyrants; this is faying, that Locke, Sidney, Price,
Rouffeau, Helvetius and Raynal, have commended
them ; for thefe writers too, have unfortunately been
of opinion, that the People of modern times will be
quite on a footing with the ancients, when they thall
be placed in the fame {ituation.

But 1 can clearly fee, that your {yftem is far more
favourable to the real oppreffors of mankind ; for by
teaching them to confider the people of the prefent
times as unworthy of liberty, and incapable of en-
joying it ; that the people, and mankind in general
are daily degeneraring, and will continue to do fo,
even if the caufe of their degeneracy were removed——
I fay, by teaching fuch pretended truths as thefe,
you encourage their oppreflors to continue their fer-
vitude.

But your fyflem is utterly falfe ; the revolution of
America has clearly proved it to be fo: for the chief
actors of this revolution, are the defcendants of En-

, giﬂzmen, (who were opprefled by the Stuarts,) or of
erman {laves, ' '

You think to exalt the Americans by putting them
on a level with the Greeks and Romans: for my
part, D think them vaftly fuperior to thofe ancient
nations ; But I do not mean to prove my affertion

‘at prefent—I thall now content myfelf wich juft men-
tioning my fentiments on this head ; and on a future
eccafion demonftrate, that the men of the prefent age,
fo far from having degenerated, will be fuperior to
their predecefflors, when placed in a more favourable

fituation.
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After having decried the people of the prefentage,
you go on to vilify mankind, and the dignity of man,
which you look upon as merely comparative, and of
courfe, you reckon up the different degrees of the
dignity of man. According to your ideas on this
fubject, we have one or two hundred kinds of digniry
in Europe, fuch as the dignity of a Duke, of a Baron,
of a Marquis, of a Bailly, &c. &c. What abufe of
words ! and what an abominable fyftem is here con-
cealed~—tlow can you, who are a philofopher, belieye
in the natural dignity of a nobleman above a plebei-
an, of a freeman above a f{lave, or of a white-man.
above a black? How could it efcape you, that thefe
different degrees of dignities, were but fo many
‘degrees of injuftice and ufurpation ? How could you
maintain the firft, after having read inthe different con-
ftitutions of America, hat all men are born free, equal,
and indepéndenits and after having offered to ihed
your blood in defence of fuch principles? You will
fcarcely maintain that they are not univerfally true;
for furely nomagic can make any principle true, on
the banks of the Delaware, and falfe on the Seine
~1I know that thefe prejudices about diftin&ions
Hill fubfift in Europe ; but how very unbecoming is it
for a philofopher to be led away by prejudices, and
to go fo far, as to add new force to them by his wri-
tings.,

And how could you make mention of the names of
Plebeian and Patrician— thofe fatal diftinéions, which
brought on all the misfortunes and commotions of
the Koman republic; diftin&ions, which involved
Rome in perpetual wars, that were favourable to
ariftocratic power ; which infpired her with the
luft of conquelt, and hurried her on to a defpotic go-
vernment? If Rome had been acquainted with, and.
had adopted that natural and facred equality which
the Americans have made one of the pillars of their

+ Rumbold had declared onthe Scaffold, in 1684, before the time of the
American Legiflators, that unlefs providence bad cicaied fome men,
with faddles on their backs, and others with bootsand fpurs to ride them,
- he would never belicve in an inequality, Mrs, Macaulay’s hiftery. Vel. 74
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conftitutions, her exiftence would certainly have beeit
of a much longer duration. Tt was with a view to
thefe principles, thdt I juft now faid, the Americans
were fuperior to the Romans. e

_ The dignity of the freeman, compared with that of
the flave, has at firft fight, fomething more plaufi-
ble in it ; and yet it is a mere chimera: For by na-
ture they both poflefs an equal degree of dignity;
their natural rights are the fame—>Slavery may de-
prive a man of the ufe of his rights and dignity, but
it cannot deprive him of his title to them. 'The free-
man fhould efteem himfelf happy in being fo, but he
thould at the fame time, {fympathize with his fellow-
creatures who are in {lavery, and not entertain any
ideas of felf-fuperiority. The mean {lave who glories
in his fituation, is the only proper object of contempt.

But what can you wmean by that ftrange kind of
dignity which you have invented to raife tlie whites
above thie blacks ? What title is there to be found for
this dignity and fuperiority ? What author has men-
tioned it? Have not the blacks on the coaft of Gui-
nea, who are robbed of their gold duft, their gums,
and their children, by European pilferers, as good a
reafon for arrogating to themfelves a dignity and a
fuperiority over the whites ?

Away, {ir, with thefe contracted ideas of dignity
and inequality; they are far more likely than that
general or {pecific dignity which you find faule with,
to infpire men with {entinients of tyranny and cro-
elty towdrds their fellow-creatures. They anf{wer
no other end, but that of perpetdating continental,
nationzl, civil and perfonal animofities; and of ven-
dering the earth the fcene of eternal difcord and
blood-fhed.. For the antiquity of this inequality, can
be of no force in depriving us of our rights or of
our {entiments. It prevents no one from being fen-
fible, that he is, by birth, equal to the man who enjoys
the moft elevated flation ; it prevents. no one from
detefting, according to his feelings, the man who vi-
olates this equality, by ruining or debafing his fellow-

ereatures.
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This is no new do&rine—Rouffean had tauglit i,
and Locke and Sidney had taught it before him: It
was their opinion alfo, that the wars and crimes of
mankind were owing to this inequality, this compa-
rative dignity which you ere fo liberal in your praif-
es of, which you cherifh and deify, undér the appel-
lation of order and fymetry—you, the noble champi-
on for equality amongft the Americans ! And yet, you
who have drawn your fword in fupport of the digni-
ty of men, are ignorant of the meaning of the term !
tead over, once more, the firft feGion of the con.
ftitution of Pennfylvania ; you will there find a clear
and fublime definition of this term, which now ap-
pears to you fo obfcuré and indeterminate ; and which
you blame the philofophers for having made an
improper ufe of. , '

The dignity of man confills in his Iiberty, in his
equality of rights, in his independence, in the power
he poflefles, of being fubje to no laws, but thofe
which are made by his own coafent; in the controul
whith he exercifes over thofe to whom he has dele-
gated authority. The dignity of man confifts, more-
over, in the perfect developement of his moral and
intellettual faculties, in his efforts to difcnver, and
promulgate truth—It confifts, in a word, in greaf
ideas, in a fleady and determined refolution. The mere
man of the world,- who is from his very infancy {ur-
rounded by narrow prejudices, and appearances,
which he is continually obliged to give up to, who is
always converfant with men of confined {entiments,
and void of refolution ; the mere man of the world,
I fay, pofleflfes not this dignity ;"I do not mean to
affirm that this principle has not been implanted in
his breaft, or that itcannot expand itfelf when a fa.
vourable opportunity offers; but when fupprefled,
it languithes and withers—Itis revivified by medita-
tion, by the eleéirifying power of vigorous minds, by-.
holding converfe with the mighty dead, by continual-
1y ftudying thofe hiftories, which afford the noble
{pectacle of 2n individual oppofing a tyrant. All thefe

2
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fupports afforded t6 man, fill his mind with exalted
fentiments, impel him to the purfuit of noble objets,
and determine him boldly to refolve on performing
every thing that is good and fublime. Having thus
explained to you the theory of what I mean by the
dignity of man, I fhall {kew you, by a few examples,
where it has been realized.—A Hampden, fuffer:
ing imprifonment, rather than pay an illegal tax ;
A'Sidney, afcending the fcaffold * with compofure
A Locke, unfolding his ideas on civil government;
A Rouffeau, writing his focial contra& ; A Franklin,
undergoing his examination with wifdom and firm-
nefs, before the Britilh Parliament; A Warren,
breathing his laft in the canfe of liberty, at Bunker’s
Hill ; A Burke, profecuting the deftroyer of the Ro-
hillas and the Tyrant of the Indies—Thefe are
- great examples, and illuftrious moruments, of the
dignity of man; if you cannot perceive it in fuch ex-
amples, I pity you—There are thofe who will rea.
dily difcover it, men, who have not loft the fenfe of
their primitive greatnefs, and of their rights. "The
Englith nation, but more certainly the Americans,
will eafily difcover it ; numbers of them undoubtedly
will figh on reading this inconfiderate attack of yours
againit the dignity of man: They will naturally en-
guire, why you went to America, fince you do not
believe in the dignity of man ; {ince you are only for
comparative dignities, which they are either unac-
quainted with, or hold in contempt; and finally, fince
you are for an inequality of rank, which they have
excluded, from a belief of their being the fource of
- all political evils. T

This is not the only paffage, wherein you difcover
your contempt, for the Pecople; it is manifeft elfe-
where. For inftance, you defcribe the People of
Pennfylvania, as being more inclined to anarchy, than
democracy. Ifhall not now attempt to difcufs the
motives which ditated this refleGtion upon the inha-

*1 have fre‘quer}ﬂy quoted this celebrated writers to form a juft idea
ef his merits, it il be neceflary to ftudy his works with care, and te
read Mrs. Macaulay's account of his deach,
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bitants of Pennfylvania, who appear to me, to have in
part realized the idea of as perfect a democracy, asit
1s poflible to conceive, although perhaps it is too refin-

. ed for the prefent ftate of things. This is certain,
that the word anarchy, has been heretofore greatly
abufed. But I referve my fentiments en this abufe
of words, for another work,

I have finifhed the unpleafing tafk I impofed upon’

myfelf, in the beginning of this letter. I think I
have proved, that you have calumniated the. Quakers,
the Negroes, the People and Mankind.
I ought perhaps to extend my obfervations to
the other numerous errors contained in your tra-
vels 5 they muft be dangerous under the fanéion of
your name. None of them are uninterefting : but I
was not made for a critic, it is too pamnful an occupa-
tion for me. I thall therefore confine myfelf to a
few remarks upon fome of your fentiments, and fuch
anecdotes as appeared moft ftriking.

To begin with your opinion on the art of war.
You have principally applied yourfelf to a defcripti-
on of the different engagements which have effected
the American revolution. You think thefe defcrip-
tions ufeful for military men, that they will be par-
ticularly fo to thofe of America; and by the complai-
fance with which you treat the fubje&, we perceive
that it is your favourite art, and that you believe it
very neceflary to fociety, efpecially in a republic.

T'am entirely of a different opinion, and indepen-
dent of the uncertainty, and inutility of fuch defcrip-
tions, * I ferioufly believe that the military art tends
to the advancement of ariftocracy, and confequent-
ly ought to be banithed from republics. I will
not enter into thofe declamations, with which
philofophers are reproached, when they write upon
it, and fhall advance nothing but well attefted fadts,

* Marfhal Villars held fuch plans and defcriptions very cheap. To
form a perfelt judgment, he would fay, we muft fec with our own eyes,
On being advifed at court, to overflow the country, to fecure the
fort of Kell, he expreffed himfelf as follows's It looks very well upon pager,
ahere we may lay what we pleafe umder waler with o firoke of the brufh, Vie
du Maréfchal de Villars, Vol, 1.
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The moment you make war a profeflion, you cen.
fjtute a body of men who are conflantly engaged in
it, ftudy it, teach it, and confequently forfake com.
merce and agriculture; they muft therefore be
maintained by their fellow citizens.

Thofe who poffefs this art, will employ it to ac.
quire fame or wealth, they confequently defire, and
foment hoftilities : but republics ought to fhun war,
and efpecially the {pirit of it. :

If this art is not employed abroad, it will be at
home. :

As the military form a diftin& bedy, they think
themfelves fuperior to their fellow-citizens, efpeci.
ally thofe who are peaceable. Prejudices encreafe;
it renders fome infolent, and debafes others.

The military art diminithes true courage. It is te
nations what fencing is to individuals. It {fupplies the
place of true courage, but does not infpire it. Now
republics muft defend themfelves from foreign at.
tacks with courage. :

Whenmen tha!lbe thoroughly infpired with the love
of liberty, and accuftomed to exercife it inits full ex-
tent, they will pofle{s a {pirit no military art can fub:
dae. The man who exclaims Iwill die or be free, hasne
mafter ; the nation that repeats it, is no longer en-
flaved. A congueror might maffacre them all, but
he could not make himfelf mafter of a fingle individual.
Buch courage does not need the fupport of art or
fortifications®, It can fupport itfelf. :

The real firength of a republic, depends upon the
infuperable attachment of its members.to, liberty and
their rights. Poflefling this, the republican- repels
every attack, he foon learns this military art, he har-
raffes and overcomes all his enemies : Witnefs many
of the Ainerican generals, whofe virtues and abilities
you acknowledge. The greateft part of them had ne-
ver handled a mufquet ; they had been merchants, far-

* See an excellent letter of Mr, de 1a Clos, upon the boafted utility of

fortifications, addrefled to the academy, on occafien of the culoglum
of Vauban,
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mers, phyficians, book-fellers. Witnefs Warren,
Knox, Morgan, Greene, and the infamous Arnold,
whofe talents fhould have ornamented the foul of a
patriot. And no wonder that republicans {o fpeedily
acquire military {kill. The prefervation of their li-
berties engages every faculty ; a more powerful in-
centive than the pay of mercenaries, or even the
diftinétions of European armies. This is the reafon
that one or two years experience, and two or three
defeats, inftru& republicans more than twenty or
thirty years {pent in the fervice of other govern-
mentst. ‘

Animated by the love of liberty, republican foldi-
ers are more patient, and bear fatigue better than hi-
red troops. Witnefs your own commendations of
the American foldiers, who always fought bravely,
although ill paid, ill provided for, ill cloathed, and
unaccuftomed to the bufinefs. You allow that they
foon learned to ferve the artillery, that their bar.
racks were of the beft conftrution, that they were
brave, &c. &c. &c. What produced thefe wonders?
The love of liberty. While they preferve it, they
will have nothing to fear, and the military art will
be ufelefs to them.

They will do well to remember the battles you de-
fcribe, not to ftudy the plans or circumftances of them,
but as fplendid monuments erefted to liberty, If
they are ever obliged to reaflume their arms, the
fame genius will infpire them without this ftudy.

In a word, every individual of a republic, thould
be brave, thould be a foldier, by birth the defender
of his country; but none fhould be fo by profef-
fion.

Republics have no more need of flanding armies,
than of magiftrates, or reprefentatives for life ; which
introduce war and corruption, with defpotifm in
their train.

X

+ While we praile the Americans for their gallant defence of liberty ;
we muft not forget to pay the fame tribute to the patriotic ardour of our
@wWn counirymen, .
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You, Sir, no doubt think differently, you love war,
and boaft that it is the paflion of our countrymen: #e
love war, you cry with an air of triumph ; fo much
the worfe; I fee no reafon to boaft of difeafe:
The real profperity of France will depend upon
the abatement of this paffion for war.

You alfo compliment us on another account, lefs
fatal perhaps, but of dangerous influence upon our
manners and conftitutions; I mean the taite for ridi-
cule, for which you are a warm advocate, and lavith
it upon every thing : You think good epigrams are
made no where but in France, and a Frenchman® ne-
ver {uffers himfelf to be outdone in this point, fo
much the worfe ; Afia has produced the beft fabu.
lifts.

All our great wits have repeated from Horace,
that ridicule 1s an excellent weapon. Ridiculum acre
magnas plerumque fecat res. But Horace wrote un-
der Auguftus—Let me give you my reafons for hating
and proicribing ridicule : ’ -

Ridicule accuftoms us to laugh at abufes which
ought to excite indignation ; it produces nothing but
a volatile fenfation, which paffes off without any du-
rable exertions toremove the evil : The epigram is
foon forgotten, but the complaint remains.

It is otherwife with a grave people, accuftomed to
refle@tion in forming a judgment of things: When a
writer has demonftrated to fuch a pecple, the exift:
ence and effe@s of a public evil ; convinced and alarm-
ed, they intereft themfelves in it, and the govern-
ment perceives and corretsits errort. :

To reform a people therefore, they muft be reclaim.
ed from the rage for ridicule, and brought back to
cool reafoning. Ridicule is a rattle to amufe children.

_ + To perceive the difference between the effefts of ridicule and rati-
pnal enth'uﬁafm, we need only cempare the times of Ja Ligue and la
Fronde, in our own country, with the revolutions of 1650 and 1688, in
England. Our fatires were excellent. La Menipée appeared, and Blot
and ngngny_ entertained all France, at the expence of Mazarine : but
" Mazarine maintained his ground, The Englith lefs facetious, vbtained the
famous Bill of Rights which fecured perfonal liberty, the freedom of the
prefs; the right of reprefentation, &,
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What isa nationin a ftate of infancy ? Nothing : For
fhame, let us no longer compliment ourfelves upon
our fongs and our ballads.

You feem to regret that the tafte for thefe things
abates, that we are no longer fo jocofe, fo epigrama-
tic. Thisistoregret that the empire of reafon has
commenced,

You regret that our converfation begins to grow
dull from being too rational ; for you think we are the
only people who know how to converfe. Why this
infult to all nations and to truth? Can it be faid that
we know how to converle in France, where it is cuf.
tomary to liften to nothing,and men of parts efpecially,
thinking themfelves above inftruction, indulge their
own ideas, without attending to yours? What is con-
verfation ? It ought to be a means of conneéting man-
kind, of informing the judgment and humanizing the
heart. But are thefe the objeés of a French conver-
fation? Do we inftrud, nay do we even amufe one
another? We merely glance upon our fubjeés. From
the weather to a criticifm upon the opera, from the
opera to a battle, from the battle to a cap, &c. If
you regret that this {ublime ftyle of amufing and in-
{tru&ive converfation declines, you muft pardon me
for not joining you. But do not think melefsa friend
to my countrymen than yourfelf, who appear to flat-
ter them. I believe that they poffefs the feedsof eve-
ry virtue, and that their expanfion depends upon
themf{elves ; while you give them nothing but the
“art- of punning :* which of us honors them moft?
In like manner intending to compliment our French
women you traduce them in the following defcrip-
tion ; 1 “ not a motion without grace, no grace without
¢ expreflion—The wifli to pleafe perfeéts and perpetu-
¢ ates rhe means of pleafing, and nature is rather af-
¢ fifted than thwarted by art, not being abandoned 1o the

* [t is aparently to prove yourfelf a good Frenchman, _that you
have dealt out puns and witicifms with fuch 2 liberal hand; informing
us for inftance that our Phyficians are no Gr‘ec1anS ; that Simiticre (which
for thefake of a pun, you mifpell Cimetiere) is rather tue pame of a Dottor
than-a Painter; and defcribe a converfation with the popular chief, Adams,
in the contemptuous light of private affignation. &c.

I Vol. 2, Page 97.
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¢ cares of domejtic life, nor wafted by continual childbear-
“ing.” That is to fay plainly, that you compli-
ment our countrywomen, upon being no longer good
mothers or good houfewives, and not fcrupling to
deitroy their poiterity for the fake of preferving an .
elegant fhepe, and pleafing their unmarried gallants.
Shocking theught! what muft the Americans think of our
morals and of our women, at leaft in Paris (for this is
only a view of the capital) when they read your tra-
vels, {hould any of them be weak enough to be fe-
duced by this licentious langnage, or tempted to fa-
crifice to the fame defires? Heaven preferve thofe re-
publicans from fuch depravity ! )

Perhaps, and it is to be hoped, that the fatires upon
the Americans, and their chafte partners, with which
your book abounds, will operate asan antidote to the
pleafing venom it contains. Satires, you willfay. Yes,
calt your eye over the following lift, which compre-
hends but a very fmall part of them.

You reprefent the American women, as being lit-
tle accuftomed to give themfelves any trouble, and
indifferent about every thing, except {fipping their
tea, and keeping the houfe clean. Let the reader
compare this pitture, with that of their virtues, drawn
by St. John de Creveceeur, whohas lived fo long in
America, and he may judge how much you wrong them.

Your informing them in another place, that you
did not think any of them handfome, or that they
danced ill, is a piece of rudenefs that French urbani-
ty {hould have forbidden.

But your fatiric vein flows moft freely, when you
bring an old or homely woman upen the ftage. With
what glaring colours you paint Mrs.——and the la-
dy you openly expofe by a farcafm, upon her tafte
for liberty, not even fupprefling the initials of her
name, leaft the blow fhould- mifs: Could you fup-
pofe that fuch affeted myftery could conceal her in a
city of but twenty thoufand inhabitants, in which
the circle of ladies who ufe white and red, muft be
very contracted.
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~ You praife none of them, except it is for. imita-
ting the levity and frivoloufnefs of our French wo-
men, or becaufe {he intends to introduce the fathions
at Philadelphia, and produce a revolution in the tafte
of the roilette, of greater importance you fay, than
that already effeted in politics.
You treat themen with as littleceremony : you charge
them openly with formality, pedantry, ingratitude,
hypocrify, and even roguery. Their flighteft defetts
could not efcape your obferving eye. Here a fcho-
“lar addreffes you in French, and you do not anfwer
him in Englith, not to rob him of the pleafure of dif-
playing what be knows. There you ridicule the di-
rector of a ball, upon the folemn air, with which he
exercifes his office; or a refpeftable governor, to
whom you give all the pedantry of a republican, a
Barnevelt, ora Heinfius. Heaven grant our petit
maitres fuch pedantry and fuch virtues, and they will"
at leaft refemble men. In another place, you fow
the feeds of dilcord between the different citizens,
by reprefenting, that fome of the Americans call the
Dutch thick-fkulls, and make them the butt of their
ridicule. :

Thus perhaps your book will give rife to jealoufy
and ill-will.

Nor muit I forget the ridicule you caft upon fome
of thofe religious republicans for faying grace.

Why make a jeft of religion, before people who
reverence it ! Recolle&, that the fetilement of Ame-
rica was owing to religions enthufialm, which has
given her the charalter of firmnefs that fiill exiits,
and to which her prefent liberty is to be afcribed.
Recolle&, that the Atheifts fided with Charles IId. {
and flattered him ; while the Puritans did honour
to human nature, but their voluntary exile. ‘

What mult we think of thofe diffolute princi-

#* T do not meen to infer however that all Atheifts are partifans of
defpotifm.
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¢iples, which you endeavour to excufe, by apologiz-
ing for yourfelf, in the affair of the American Girl,
a tale you thould have fupprefled in refpe@ to mora-
lity, and the peace of the unhappy woman. But
the pen drops from my hand, and I can follow you no
longer, for it feems to me that your epigrammatic
conceits have caufed you to forget the refpeé due to
ftrangers, to allies, to friends, to good people who
gave you a friendly welcome, and vied with each o.
ther to entertain you.

If your travels containedinformation,letthembe made
public : But muft it be publithed to the whole univerfe
if you chanced to meet with an inkeeper who had loft
an eye or was hump-backed? Have you forgotten
thatevery thing which may tend to humble an indivi-
dual unneceflarily and undefervedly, ought to be con-
cealed, and this is always the cale with natural de-
fects ? that filence is a daty in firangers, whofe ridi-
cule may make a lafting impreflion? Have you forgot-
ten the refpe&t that every writer owes to his readers?
Can the faults or vices of private individuals intereft
the public ? or the intelligence that fueh a one loves
grog, is very tedious, or a great boafter? and that
fuch a woman is old or ugly, &c. ? What conclufi-
ons can be drawn from fuch wretched anécdotes ?
Shall we conclude like the German, who defcribed
all the women of Blois to be red haired and ill-tem-
pered, becaufe his hoftels was fo.

If fuch circumftances cannot be generalized they
are not worth notice : for every private fad,
which will not admit of general inferences relating to
hiftory, maaners or cuftoms, is ufelefs, and ought to
be fupprefled. Before a traveller publifhes his ob-
fervations, he ought to be fully impreffed with the
thought which Phedrus has expreffed in the following
adage, nifi utile ¢ft quod facimus ftulta eft gloria: Thus
after riding over a vaft extent of country,* and feeing

* This appears to have been the fole obje& of your Travels, You fay
no lels yourfelf, Vol II. page 1. True tothe refolution I had formed in my
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2 great many men anda great many things. To form
an interefling piGture of them, we muft reprefent what
may be ufeful to the public. § On this principle two
thirds of your travels might be retrenched, and the
remainder would be lefs imperfet. In juftice tofuch
of my countrymen who have read your travels I muft
fay, that your book has made the fame impreflions
upon them that it has upon myfelf, and no doubt the
Americans will be pleafed to hear it: I therefore
protett in their names againft thofe inferences, which
might be drawn from it upon our national chara&er.
The Americans may believe me when I affure them
that many of the brave Frenchmen who have defend-
their canfe, have the highe(t efteem for their conflitu-
tions, their manners and their cuftoms; that they are
generally efteemed in France; and that our different
habits have not prevented us from perceiving the full
value of their fimplicity and innocence. 'I'hey may
reft affured, that many of our countrymen who
may have the fatisfaction of vifiting them in fu-
ture, will be very capable of ftudying their conftitu-
tion, and improving by their manners, without betray-
ing the confidence of hofpitality.

Perhaps, fir, you will complain of the feverity of
my cenfure, and the apparent harfhnefs of this exa-
mination. Itisfevere I allow : but {uch is my difpo-
fition that I can neither difguife* my feelings nor ex-
prefs them with indifference,

ehild-hood to megleit no opportunity of feetng as much of the world as I poffibly
could. &c. . o

§ Travellers are not {o cautious as they fhould be, in the publifhing
their obfervations : For one that is juft, there are often one hundred falfe.
Indeed, it is impoflible to examine a nation at a fingle glance, Long
acquaintance is neceffary to qualify for a faithful deferipiion. To catch
a feature in riding poft, is to run a rifk of drawing a portrait without a
‘trace of the original. .

* 1do not love difzuifes even in delicate points~There are fome au-
‘thors who have gained the reputaiion of boldnels, by {lipping a few po-
litica] truths into their works, which have efcaped cenfure, by pafﬁqg
unobferved. But it feems to me that thefe dire€t methods betray their
_pulillanimity, and are at once a difgracc to the writer, who facrifices
truth to fear, the age and the country, which are thought not to be ripe
euough to have it, and the adminiitration, which has not virtue enough
to fuffer it ; they tend to infpire other writers with timidity ; and the
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I know that feverity is reckoned a fort of crime a-
mong us in the prefent age, wherein falfe politenefs
is fubftituted in the place of honeft freedom, thatisto
{ay a thadow for the fubftance. Imuft therefore jufti-
fy my bluntnefs. Itmay poflibly tend toremove thofe
prejudices which difcourage the inveftigation and re-
tard the progrefs of truth in our country.

When one writer has attacked another with warmth,
we are apt to exclaim: Why fo fevere? He might
have been treated with decency at leait.

This national diflike to feverity is a proof that vice
preponderates.and charalter is bff. Every individual
capitulates more or lefs with the duties of his ftation,
and bartershis moral obligations for titles or penfions,
and every one, confcious of his own mifconduét, and re-
cognizing fomme features of himfelf in the portrait of
the weak or the guilty man, expoled to public view,
inclines to indulgence, becaufe he ftands in need of it
himfelf ; and joins to perfecute the nervous writer be-
caufe he is a dtranger to the fpirit by which he is ac-
tnated ; for inhocence itfelf isan offence tothe guilty.

I make no doubt that when Cicero uttered his thun-
dering orations againft Catiline, there were fome {ena-
tors weak enough to advife him tomoderation; perhaps
in the pufillanimous adage, we muf? not give offence.
Falfe maxim ! Gentlenefshasever beentheruin of indi-
viduals as well as communities. Bad men have made
but too much advantage of the indulgence of virtue :
For which reafon I think thata virtuous man ought te
be uniformly fevere,that his chara&er thould be ftrong-
ly marked, and boldly exprefled, that he fhould never
weaken his fentiments, or affeét a dangerous modera-
tion : truth demands, and the general gocd requiresit.

Writers, above all men, fhould obferve this line of
condud, to render themfelves worthy of the tafk of
inftrutting mankind ; for how can they expe& the
confidence of their fellow-citizens, if they condefcend

effe& of recent and ftriking fa&ts is deftroyed by thefe means. In the
prefent age, When Rouffeau, Price, and Helvetius are in every body's
kands, there is no neceffity for difguifing truths which fhine in every
Page of their writings. '
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to accommodate their principles to circumftances, or
compromife with the enemies of the community ? They
cannot, their influence is juitly forfeited. Itisfaid they
only play their parts, and the wicked remain asbefore,

This decided chara&er, now quite loft among o r
writers, was univerfal, duriag the fixteenth and fea
venteenth centuries. The civil diffentions, which
then divided the citizens into parties, and impreffed
them with peculiar chara&ers, influenced the writers of
thofe times : Each was attached toa party, and treat.
ed its opponents with rigor. And this was not with-
out its ufe : for the apprehenfion ofa fevere cenfure,
obliged them to be juft and accurate. The prefent
gentlenefs of cenfure, has been the ruin of {cience.

In thisrefpe& I confefs myfelf much better pleaf-
ed with the manner in which Saumaife and Perau,
Bayle and Jurieu, treated each other, than with the in-
offenfive fatires and hypocritical compliments, fo com-
mon in our academies, and modern pamphlets.

It may be objected that abufe proves nothing. I
grant it ; but it ferves to unmafk a charalter. What
13 proved by our perfidious compliments, our cutting-
ironies, and our Italics efpecially ¢ Mere malice witha
out any of that franknefs which might palliate its ma-
lignity. Co

Befides, abule is too often applied to that boldnefs
of feature, wherein the man of virtue is obliged to
paint the villain. What! {hall Locke or Sidney, re-
futing the dodrines of the deteftable Filmer, be re-
quired to treat him with delicacy and tendernefs? No:
living or dead, let infamy brand the villain.

Such a chara&er as thefe two great men poflefled,
can never be concealed ; it will appear in the phy-.
fiognoiny, the geftures, the fpeech, the writings of its
polleffor. Men of cooler tempers, flrive to difcou- .-
rage it, by flarting difficulties in its way, and the
friends of the party fecond their endeavours from
prudeatial confiderations ; but if itisdeeply rooted,op-
pofition only forces it to expand itlelf, which is a happi-
nefs for the public, as well as for the individual who
is fo ftrongly organized. He poflefles in himfelf an
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ample recompenfe for every inconvenience to w hick
it may fubje& him. Such a one, like the philofo-
phers of antiquity, ought to confult his fecret geni-
“us upon every occafion. It is the nymph of Numa,
“the demon of Socrates, and the fpiritual light of the
Quakers. He ought to liften to it, with unceai}ng
attention, and fpeak when it infpires.* Tts infpira-
tions never, decieve thote whofe primary objed is the
“public good, nor can they fail of general utility.

With fuch a chara&er, it is impoffible to be a cool
fpectator of fcenes that fhock every feeling of hu-.
manity, or remain unmoved at the fight of general
calamity and injuftice.

The generality of our writers preferve their mo=
deration amid{t thefe fthocking fcenes: They treat
even criminals and oppreffors, with civility and ten-
dernefs, becaufe they have neither {pirit, nor charact-
er.t Shall Itell you the reafon of this ? Independ-
ent of other general caufes, it may be attributed to
their way of life. Confider how a great charatter
is formed, and then caft your eye upon the life of
one of our writers. .

A nervous chara&er, is the refult of a natural eleva-
tion of fentiment, an habitual indignation at the fight

* Great men who are invariably animated by a {pirit of this kind, have
always had caufe to repent, when they have neglefted to pay implicit
ebedience to its impulfes. Hampden, the friend of Sidney, being ac~
cufed of the fame crume, at firft chofe to fhare his fate; butimpelled by .
the preffing folicitations of his friends, he confented to caft himfelf upor
the king’s mercy, and faved his life at the expence of a punifbment
worfe than death itfelf : for he reproached himlfelf for his weaknefs, all
the reft of his life, and at laft put an end to his mifery by fuicide.

1 Notwithftanding, we muft do juftice to fome late writers who have
boldly defended the rights of mankind, This generous zcal has
penetrated even to the bar, and the prefent year has givenrife to {pirited
memorials, in favour of opprefled innocence. Their authors not con-
fining themfelves to the defence of their clienis, have extended their ob-
fervations to gencral liberty, the focial compa&, the duties of govern~
ment, the faults of minifters and the mifcondu of inferiors, who are al-
ways more obdurate and oppreflive, than their maflers, Some of the
moft remarkable of thefe memorials are thofe of M. Thilorier, that juft
p}xnli{hed by M. Lacretclle, in favour of the unfortunate Comte de San-
vis, and thole in particular, written by my refolute and intrepid friead,
M. Bergafle, againft the villains whe have {e long perfecuted M. Kors~
ann,
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of oppreffion, and frequent meditation, which tends
to preferve the foul from the external caufes of ge-
neral lethargy and decay ; in a word, it is the refult
of a man’s conftant communion with his own heart
orwith fuperior cbjeéts. : )

But how rare are thefe habits! can fuch meditati-
on be enjoyed amidft the hurry and diffipation of a
metropolis : yet here our geniufes are fent to receive
that polith which is often fatal to every bold and
original quality. Here they conne& themfelves in
{ocieties, communicate indifcriminately with each
other, or with men of weaker minds, and thus de-
bafe themfelves. Intereft or habit, accuftom them
to praife whatever they meet with in thefe focieties,
and fo the public is deceived. Is it worth while to
undeceive 1t?! All muft live---and to live in peace,
mutt avoid giving offence. Upon this principle, li-
berty, charadter, and independence, are foon loft, and
thecaufe of truth is ferved only as it {uits convenience.

Perhaps you will fay that all this has been in print -
twenty times before-—granted; it has been twen-
ty times true, is now fo for the twenty-firft time,
and is ftill neceflary to be repeated, for the evil re-
mains unreformed. Itmay alfo beafirmed, that truth,
virtue and reformation, are only to be expected from
the man who devotes himfelf to folitude and obfcurity.
Elevated ideas, bold refolutions, in a word, great
charaders are formed in folitude ; and what can be
expetted from fuch a man, but feverity of cenfure,
which, notwithftanding, is by no means incompatible
with kindnefs or urbanity. Authors thould be friendly
when they meet; fhould cherith and aflift each other
in cafes of neceflity, and beftow their applanfes when
merited ; but they thould alfo openly, candidly and
vigoroufly, oppofe each other, when wrong. Thus
Price and Prieflly, Kirwan and Cavendith, now treat
each other in England. They are friends as far
as is confiftent with truth. Thus the patriot Jebb,
treated the celebrated Charles Fox. Although int.-
mately conneéted with him in private life, he warmly
eppofed him in his writings, and in all public allemblies.
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Thefe are the examples I propofed to myfelf for
imitation. Whenever opportunity offered, T have
paid a juft tribure of efteem to your ufeful treatife
de la Felicité Publique; 1 cannot therefore be fuf-
peéted of prejudice in this reply to your fatires upon
the Quakers, the Negroes, and the dignity of
man. They excited concern and indignation in
my breaft: | have exprefied what I felt; if the
warmth of my feelings has fometimes hurried me too
far, afcribe it to the importance of the object ; bus
do not {u{pe& me of a with to offend you : it always
was and always will be far from my intention. ‘

Notwithftanding, I have freely cenfured fuch parts
of your travels as appeared to me to deferve blame,
or lead to deftrutive confequences, I am not the lefs
inclined ro do juttice to-your interefting enquiries, and
your juft evcomiums upon thofe celebrated charac-
ters who have contributed to reftore the freedom of
America. Is there a fingle Frenchman, or Ame-
rican, who will not review with fatisfaGtion the
portraits of Wafhingtont, the learned Jefferfon,
and that gallant youth whom you fo juftly defcribe
as the hope of our nation, fpes altera Rome, whofe
name will never be {eparated from that of his friend -
and father Walhington, in the annals of the United
States, Thefe paffages and fome others almoft
equally interefting which relate to the American ge-
nerals, together with your anecdotes of the revolua-
tion, firipped of the idle tales, fcandalous ftories,
epigrams, puns, and miftaken notions, would form a
volume of valuable materials for the hiftory of the
United Srates. No doubt the friends of liberty and
humanity will join me in encouraging you to prefent
them with fuch a work : Ex fumo dare lucem—this
is now incumbent upon you, and would be ufeful ta
the public, as well as honorable to yourfelf.

PARIS, Fuly 12, 1986.

+ Yet I am forry to remark, even in this paffage, fomething fo ftu~

died and formal, that it muft damp the enthufialm which it ought te
infpire, .
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POSTCRIPYT.

I H A D juft finithed this letter, when a friend
handed me the review of your travels, which ap-
peared in the Mercure of the ficft of July, ‘
~ The following paffage in which the Quakers are
mentioned, ftruck me particularly : ¢ A converfa-
tion with one Mr. Benezet leads the author to fpeak
of the ,Q}lakers. Some think he has not done them
juftice. = We alfo doubt whether his reproaches may
be generally deferved by them. The religious princi-
ples of thefe people do not infpire them with bad mo-
rals, befides it appears improbable that theirs fhould
differ from thafe of their fellow-citizens, &c, &c.”
I do not know the writer of this article. Whoe-
ver he was, it is aftonifhing that he thould take the
liberty to fpeak in this contemptuous flyle of Mr.
Benezet and the Quakers, He could not be ignorant
that the article one before a proper name is never fo
applied in our language but to men of contemptible
chara&ers: he could not be ignorant, that the exprefli.
on thofz people, is infulting, and blends a body of valua-
ble men with what we call the vulgar : If he was not
ignorant, how dared this journalift to make ufe
of fuch expreflions, to defcribe an individual and a
fociety who are equally refpeétable ? Where is the
man in all Europe, of whatever rank or birth, who
is equal to Benezet? who is not obliged to refpeét
him ! How long will authors fuffer themfelves to be
fhackled by the prejudices of fociety 2 Will they ne-
ver perceive that nature has created all men equal—
that wifdom and virtye are the only real critérion of
fuperiority 2 Now who was more virtuous than Be-
nezet ? who more ufeful to fociety, to mankind?
What author, what great man, will ever be follow-
ed to his grave by four hundred Negroes, fnatched,
by his own afliduity, his own generofity, from igno-
rance, wretchednefs, and flavery ? Who, then, has a,
right to fpeak haughtily of this benefactor of. men ?
With refpe& to the Quakers, after ha_vmg confi-
 dered the abftra& here given, of their religious, mora}
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snd political principles, it muft excite’ indignatien, to
kear them defcribed under the contemptuous- appel-
lation of thof/e people. Shall nothing be honored but
titles, rank, or f{plendor? and will authors always
confpire with the favourers of ariftocracy, to place the
modeft and fimple virtues below titles, to which they
are infinitely fuperior ? On looking over what.you
fay againft the Quakers, I' fee with concern that you
have not only ufed a like expreflion of contempt
yourfelf when fpeaking of Benezet, but that you
have even affedted to thee and .fbox him i conver-
fation. Permit me to make a remark upon thisfubjedt,
which efcaped me before: It is a principle of the
Quukers, to rejet thofe ceremonious expreffions,
which have been invented by vanity or meannefs.
They cannot fee any natural difference in their fellow -
creatures, {ufficient to authorize a diftinction in their
addrefs or deportment toward each other. The prac-
tice of faying you to a fingle perfon, appears to them
falfe and abfurd. Wherther they are right or wrong,
in this refpe&, it is equally certain, that plain lan-
guage cannot be rude in them. They ufe it among
themfelves, whatever relation they bear to each other :
they ufe it to every body. Butit does not follow, that
thofe who are not of their feét, who have not their
principles, or way of thinking, fhould fpeak in the
fame ftyle to them. It would not only be very im-
polite to do fo, buta mifplaced familiarity : yet plain
language is not a mark of familiarity in the ‘Quakers.
Without departing from their thee and thou, they are
careful to acknowledge the refpeét due to merit, to
age, and to authority; and are decently referved in
their addrefs to ftrangers. They know what good
breeding requires, and are pleafed with refped-
ful treatment as well as the reft of the world:
for they are at no lofs to account for the affected
plainnefs of thofe whofe manners and principles
are not -confiftent with fuch behaviour. It muit
appear to them either a mifplaced familiarity
or the miftake of ignorance, which being unable to
comprehend the motive’ of their cufloms, thinks te
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Hatter them by acenformity to one of the leaft im.
portance. Or indeed (as is moft commonly the cafe}
from that contradted {elf-love whichismortified by fuch
bluntnefs, althoughitisuniverfaland without refpe& of
perfons. Ina word, they are fenfible that plainnefs of
fpeech is not contemptuous inthem, but that it isfo in
otherpeople, unlefsdictated by friendfhip orconfangui-
nity. Thereisanotherabfurdity, fir,in this review: its
author doubts the juftict of your charges againft the
Quakers, becaufe, fays he, their religious principles de
not infpire them with bad morals.  As if any religious
principles infpired bad morals!—as if all the mem-
bers of a fe& mutlt neceffarily be honeft men, becaufe
its principles are good !—as if there had never been
any Proteftant or Catholic rogues, becaufe Protef-
tant or Catholic principles do not inculcate roguery !
Contemprible argument ! weak defence! only cal-
culated to confirm the public in the idea you give
of the Quakers, which it is evident that the fawn-
ing or cowardly author of this article did not dare te
oppofe. :

Such criticifm 1sa difgrace to the man who under-
takes to give the public the true charadter of a book.
He fhould be perfedly malfter of the fubjeét it is
written upon. And, to return to the Quakers : if
this writer muft give his opinion between you, he
fhould have been well acquainted with Barclay’s Apo~
logy, and every other publication in their favour, but
efpecially the lettersof M. St. John de Crevecceur ;
or if he had never read them, he might have confefl-
ed his ignorance, and kept his judgment to himf{elf.

If I were inclined to difcufs molt of the other ar-
ticles in this review, it would be eafy ro demonfirate
that almoft all of them are ftamped with the fame

rarks of frivoloufnefs, ignorance, and adulation.

Every thing is praifed down to the very table of
contents, perhaps, becaufe your dinners and fuppers
are faithfully regiftered there, and not a fingle fac
is criticifed, not a fingle idea®.

# Iam aftonithed that he fhould fufer your contemptuous expreflions
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We muft' both agree, that pecple of quality and

-men of eftablifhed reputation have a fad privilege
in France ; it is that of receiving nothing but in-
cenfe. As criticiim is never wholly free with refpe&
to them, this incenfe is never pure; and the difgrace
of their works, fo pompoufly announced, thews them
fooner or later, that encomiums obtained from mean-
nefs, by prudential confiderations, will not entitle
them to the efteem of their own age, much lefs to
defcend to pofterity.

I muft give you one inftance, fir, of the pufillanimity
of writers of the lower clafs towards privileged
authors : it relates to yourfelf.

I was lately in" company, when the converfation
turning upon your travels, an author related, that
not long fince he could nothelp conceiting you
frowned upon him, at table, and afked the per-
fon who fat next him, what could be the ' 1eafon
of it, who anfwered, M. Le Marquis de Cha.
tellux believes you to be the author .of the
article againft his travels, in the Correfpondence Lit-
teraire Secrette : he has been told that you write for
it. For Heaven’s fake undeceive him dire&ly ; I have
no hand in it; I did not write that article. Why
need you deny it fo warmly ? replied I ; the work
may deferve criticifm. That may be, rejoins my
gentleman ; butI would not attack M. de Chaftellux :

op

fo liberally, and often unjuftly beftowed, to pafs entirely unnoticed,
For inﬂance, I meet with'the word ¢ babbler,’ in three different places,
- and it is mifapplied in them all. A brave hatter is figmatifed with it

who had forfaken every thing to defend the libertics of his coumry’
and after travelling four hundred miles on foot to join the Americar:
forces, had ditunguithed himfelf by a gallant alion. He relates it to
,you very 1ngenuoufly, and you reward his civility with the opprobrious
epithets of babbler and braggart. It is applicd in another place to a
refpebtable officer, who had taken care of a poor old man that was bit-
ten by a mad dog, and whofe good qualities might have apologized for
the failing if he had been guilty of it, which does not appear to have
been the cafe,. And Taftly, youapply it to the good woman who fhelrered
the unhappy girl, whofe ftory oughtnot to have been expo'edto the world
although tl'_u§ babbler, as you call her, had prudence enough to an!’weti
your enquiries by replying that it would be too tedious to 1 elate, How
many more fuch’remarks might I have made! Bot they were neceffarily
facrificed to the important truths which I had pledged myfelf io defend.



[ % 1

he has the ear of M. de Montefquieu, who is in fa.
vour with Monfieur the King’s brother : it would
be the ruin of me ; I have a wife and children to
provide for. Well, fir, replied I, I am a father and
2 hufband as well as you, but I will criticife thefe
travels, and that openly: for I have too good an
opinion of M, le Marquis de Chatellux not to believe,
that if I {hould be perfecuted for it (which but to
fuppofe, were abfurd and injurious to the perfons
you mention) he would himfelf he the firft to defend
me. Indeed it appears to me, that every judicious
man, who regards his own intereft, thould be of the
opinién of Lycurgus upon public difcufions. This.
paffage of Plutarch is fo ftriking, and you are fo great
a lover of antiquity, that I am tempted to tranfcribe
it entire.

¢ The Spartan legiflator, carefully ftrewed the
¢ {eeds of ambition and jealoufy among the citizens
¢ of his commonwealth, to whom the adminiftration
¢ of the public affairs was entrufted, as an incen-
¢¢ tive to virtue—choofing that fuch men fhould al-
¢¢ ways have fomething to canvafs and controvert,
¢ among themfelves ; being convinced that the
¢ {luggiih, unmanly courtefy, with which men
¢¢ mutually concede to, and pardon one another, is
¢ falfely called harmony : and fome think that Ho-
¢ mer muft have been of this opinion, or he would
¢ never have made Agamemnon pleafed to fee Ulyf-
¢ fes and Achilles quarrelling, if he had not thought
¢ that {trife and emulation among the principal men,
¢ caufed them to have a warchful eye upon each
¢ other, and tended t8 the public advantage.” &c. &q.
Plutarch’s Life of Agefilaus.

PARIS, July 20, 1736.
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