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A 

CRITICAL EXAMINATION 

OF THE 

MARQUIS DE CI-IATELLUX's 

TRAVELS 

I N 

NORTH-AMERICA. 

S IR, 

I TAKE the earliefr opportunity of letting you 
know, how much I have fuffered by the perufal 

of your travels, and I think it neceffary to make this 
declaration public. I have a very cogent reafon for 
fo doing, They, in many places, contain errors, and, 
I will venture to fay, a poifon, which, under your 
name, will have a rapid circulation; and to which we 
cannot be too hafry in applying an antidote. 

A poifon ! You may frart at the expreffion ; but I 
can neither fupprefs or foften it, as it is fo precifely 
characteriflic of your opinions reJpeaing the Q_uakers, 
the Negroes, and the People. 

In vilifying the Qyakers, you may prevent the good 
effects of their pious example. In refufing the name 
of men to the Negroes, you give yonr fanction to the 
treating them like beafls of hurthen, if not to the 
fpilling of their blood ; and you hinder the effects of 
th1t philofophical commotion, which will no doubt 
procure their gene~al emancipation. In making the 
People contemptible, you mvite their oppreffors 
to rivet their chains. Thefe are matters of great 
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Jmportance.--They will jufl:ify me to the puh. 
lie, for having taken up my pen info precipitate ;i. 

manner; they will juftify me, even in your eyes, 
for having ufed it againft yourfelf: your reafon will 
undoubtedly plead for me, in oppoG.tion to your feel
ings, and you will pardon me for having publilhed 
truth9, ped1aps difagreeable ones for you, when I 
fhall have convinced you, that they are of public uti
lity, and not to be fuppre:ffed. Amicus P Jato fed magis 
amica veritas. This fhould be the motto of every 
writer who has really the public good at h~art. 

I do not mean, in this place, to criticife your book 
throughout.-Let the journalifts point out the beau. 
ties of your frile. -My buGnefs is to obviate the mif. 
chievous tendency of your work, without raying any 
attention to the elegance of the language. I !hould, 
indeed, have been better pleafed, if you had not 
fhewn fo much uneaGnefs about getting a bad fupper, 
or fo much pleafure from having made a good one; 
and could have difpenfed ·with the exaa detail you 
have given us of every diJh; for it is not the journal 
of an Apicius, but that of a phiiofopher and fi:atef
man which we expect to read, \vhen we fee the 
name of the author of La Felicite Publique* in the 
title page.-I ihould have been better pleafed if your 
obfervations had not been confined to taverns; and if 
you had not facrificed our American friends to the 
pleafure of making jefts.--Alas ! what will be 
the opinion of thofe whom you have thus offended, 
when they read your book-and how can we expect 
a friendly reception from them, when they find their 
fecre~s betrayed, and the unreferved effufions of the 
heart ridiculed by a man decorated with fo many ti
tles? What confidence will they now place in an ob
fcure !renchman ? On his firft approach, the .Arne. 
tan_ will exclaim:--are you alfo come to fpy out our 
follies, and pubhJh them to Europe ? 

* An excellent t~eati fe, (allowing for a few errors, J attributed to the 
MAR Q_u.1 s de CHAT ELL u ;c;,1 and which l have commended in foteral of 
n,y wntrn~, · 
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It would have been fatisfacl:ory to .have f'een rno1'c;: 

penetration in your enquiries concerning the· effells 
of the different political confl:itutions of America.
I could have wifhed for fome account of the number 
of criminals ; of the' crimes which are moft frequent; 
of the difference of morals in the cities, in the coun. 
try, and in the newly fettled parts; of the ftate of 
the finances, &c. and I lhould alfo have been better 
pleafed, if, inftead of railing at democracies, you had 
fummed up grievances and well attefied facl:s.-
But this is not a proper place for the difcuffion of 
thefe interefl:ing fubjetts. 

The principal charges, I bring againfi you, may 
be reduced to three : 

I. You have calumniated and ridiculed the ref peel:. 
able feel: of Ouakers. · 

II. You h7ve vilified the Negroes. 
III. You have vilified Mankind and the People. 
Thefe are the three general charges againfl: you, 

which I now lay before the tribunal of the Public.
After having difcuifed them, I fhall add fome reflec
tions on feveral other fubjecl:s you have treated of, 
which appear to me equally fufceptible of cenfure. 

In making this examination,' I Jhall, firft of all, 
quote your opinions and ailertions, and then endea
vour to refute them. 

I begin with the article concerning the Ouakers. 

VIND I CA T10N of the Q_uAKERS. 

'Inil:ead of their company, we had that of Mr. 
'Benezet, an old Q_uaker, whofe fhort ftature, and 
' low, mean figure, formed a perfefl contrafl: to Mro 
'Pendleton's. This Mr. Benezet may be looked on 
' rather as a model of what the Q.,uakers ought to 
'be than as a fpecimen of what they are.~As his 
' only objecl: was the good of others, his charity 
' and generofity made him greatly refpecl:ed in thofe 
'more happy times, when a citizen derived all his 
' honor from his virtues. Now the din ofarms has 
' drqwned the fighs of charity, and the love of otw 
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'fellow creatures yields to patriotifm. Yet Mr. Bene
' zet fiill continues in the practice of doing good. He 
' came to get fame information from me, on the means 
' lately found out in France, of refl:oring drowned per
' fons -to life. I promifed, not only to fend him an 
' account of the methods ufed in thofe cafes, when I 
'returned to Newport, but alfo to procure him one 
' of the boxes which our government has ordered to 
' be placed at every fea-port town. We foon got bet
, ter acquainted; and, [peaking of the misfortunes of 
'war, he faid to me,-My Friend, I know thou art a 
' man ofletters, and a member of the French academy. 
' Several good things have lately been writen by men 
' of letters; they have attacked errors and prejudices, 
' and efpecially intokrance : Will not they try to 
' give men a difi:afre for war, and make them live to
, gether like friends and brethren ? Thou art right, 
'faid I, in expecting fomething from the progrefs of 
' philofophical knowledge. Several active hands are 
' now at work upon the great edifice of public good; 
' but it will be to no purpofe for them to finifh any 
' part of it, while the foundation is wanting, and 
' this foundation is, as thou haft fai<l, a general 
'peace. As to intolerance and perfecution, it is true, 
' that ,thofe two enemies of mankind are not yet fuf_ 
'ficiently chained down: but let me whifper a word 
' in thy ear, the full meaning of which thou wilt not 
' perhaps comprehend, though thou art well ac
, quainted with the French language. They are no 
' longer fajhionable; and, I fhould even think, they 
' were nearly out of date, were it not for fame little 
' matters thou art unacquainted with: which is, that 
' thofe who attack them are fometimes imprifoned, 
' while their defenders are rewarded with livings of 
'an hundred thoufand livres a year. An 'hundred 
' thoufand livres a year! cries Benezet, why, with 
'that they might build hofpitals, and fet up manu
' factories; and, to be fore, that's what they do with 
' their money. No, my friend, faid I, perfecution 
' mufl: he paid for; and yet, I mQfr fay, the pay is 
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' but mean} and the highefl: price given by the richefi: 
' perfecutor, is no more than one thoufand, or 
,, twelve hundred livres a year, to fome fatirical poets, 
' or writers of jour,nals, who are enemies to lite
, rature, and whofe works are much read, tho' they 
' have but a dull fale. Friend, fays the Quaker to 
' me, this perfecution is a firange thing; I can hard
, ly believe what has happened to myfelf. My fa
, ther was a Frenchman- born, and fo am J. It is 
' now about fixty years fince he was obliged to feek 
' an afylum in England, carrying with him his chil
, dren, the only treafures which he could fave in his 
' misfortunes. Jufi:ice, or what is called fo in thy 
' country, had him hung in effigy, becaufe he ex
, plained the Gofpel in a different way from your 
' priefrs. The Englifh clergy gave my father but lit
, tle more fatisfacl:ion, fo that he wilhed to get away 
' from all hierarchy, and came to fettle in this coun
' try, where I have lived very happily until the 
' breaking out of the war. I have long fince forgot
, ten all the perfecutions my family have undergone. 
' I love thy nation, becaufe it is a mild and a feeling 
' one; and for thee, my friend, I know thou doit 
' every thing in thy power to ferve thy fellow 
' creatures. When thou returnefi to Europe, get thy 
' brethren to affi:ft thee :-and let me now recom-

- ' mend our friends in Rhode-Ifland to thy attention. 
' He then named all the Quakers who live in that 
' frate, and are pretty numerous; and recommended 
' them to my care. At parting, he afked le~ve to 
' fend me fome pamphlets of his own manufalluring, 
' written chiefly in defence of his feel:. I affured him, 
' it would give me great pleefure to read them; and he 
'did not fail to fend them next morning. • 

' Of whatever feel: a man, glowing with zeal' and 
' love for his fellow creatures, may be, he is moil: 
' undoubtedly a refpe.:b.ble being ; but, I confefs, I 
' cannot befl:ow on this feel: in general, the efl:eem 
~ which fome individuals of it are entitled to. The 
'law, which many of them follow, of not faying 
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'you, n01·fir, i.r far from giving them an air of plainn~fs 
' or candor. It is perhaps to make up for this clown. 
' ifhnefs, that they often fpeak in a whining, inj1nuat. 
' ing tone, which is perfealy jefuitical • . Their con. 
' duct too, is quite of a piece with their language. 
' Concealing their indifference for the public good, un
, der the appearance of religion, they are fparing 
' of blood, it is true, and ifpecially of their own; they 
' are mere !harpers at cheating both parties out of 
' their money, and that without a blujh, or the leaf!: 
' regard to what may be thought of them. It is a 
' received maxim in trade, that they are not to be 
' trufred. This opinion is a jufi one, and time will 
' more and more {h'ew the propriety of it. 

' Indeed, nothing can be more dangerous than en
, thufiafm in its decline; for hypocrify is the only 
' fubfl:itute that can be found for it. This monfier, 
'fo well known in Europe, gains but too much ground 
'in every religious feel:. 
. ' On Sunday, the 10th, I determined to take a turn 
'thro' the churche.r, andfludythedifferentmodesofwor
, jhip. Unfortunately for me, the feveral fe3:s, who 
' agree in nothing elfe, have fixed on the fame hour for 
'affemblingtheircongregations; fo thatlcould only go 
' to the Quaker's meeting-houfe in the morning, and to 
' the church of England in the afternoon. The Q..ua
, ker's meeting is a fquare room, in every part of which, 
' and parallel to the four walls, are benches and 
' defks, fo that they fit oppofrte to one another ; 
' without altar or pulpit to fix their attention. When 
' they are met, fome one of their elders makes an ex
' tempore prayer, jufl: what comes into his head; they 
' are then filent, 'till fame man or woman is infp1red, 
'and gets up to fpeak. Travellers mufr be believed 
' on their words, let the accou:1t they give be ever 
'fo extraordinary. Like Arioil:o, I Jhall relate pro
, digies-diro maraviglia. It is neverthelefs true, 
' that a woman held her tongue jufi: as I came in. A 
'man took her place, and fpoke like a bl1ckhead on in
, ternal grace, the illumination of the Spirit, and aft the 
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' ot?er tenets of his .f:ll, .which he ~ad over and over agaln~ 
' without attempting to explain any thing. He at 
,' length got to the end of hi.s fermon, to the great 
' joy of his brethren and :GJl:ers, who all ;ippeared 
' abfent and tired out. After feven or eight minutes 
' filence, an old man got on his knees, and retailed 
• us out a very injipid prayer, after which they broke 
' up the meeting. 

' On leaving this gloomy and clownifh meeting, the 
' fervice of the church of England, with the m1,1fic 
' and ornaments, feemed like an opera. An han1fome 
' pulpit, placed before a fine organ, a well-dre.ffed 
' minifter in the pulpit, reading, [peaking, and fing
, ing, with a grace perfellly theatrical; the young 
' women, from the pit and boxes, joining him with 
' their melodious voices ; a foft and agreeable finging, 
' interrupted by fome excellent airs on the organ ; 
' all this, compared to the worfhip oftheQ,uakers, Ana
I baptifts,and Prefbyterians,feemed rather a little Para
, <life, than the road to Paradife. However, by reflecting 
'onfomany different felts, fome ofwhomare rigid, and 
' fame trifling, but every one imperious and narrow~ 
' one is lead to believe, that all mankind read the 
' great book of nature, as * Montauciel read his own; · 
' where, for "vous etes un blanc bec''-he always read, 
" trompette ble./fee.'' It is a thoufand to one that he 
' gueifes the meaning of a fingle line, as he cannot 
' even fpell ; but fhould fuch an one come to you for 
' affifl:ance, give him none. You had better leave 
' him to enjoy his miil:ake, than cut one another's 
' throats.' 

This is the mofr, violent attack in your travels a
gainft the Quakers. In other parts you have feveral 
things againfr them, bu.t none worth mentioning. 

Before entering into the particulars which the ex-

* Montauciel is the name of an ignorant foldier, one of the charaB:ern 
in the Deferter, a comic opera. He engages the Deferter to teach him to 
1ead. He gets a bit of paper in his hand, on which the words, vous eta wi 

blanc bee, are written, and on fpelling the letters, he makes out trompette 
hfrjfie. The Deferter !hews him his mifiake, and the word b{an, b:c 
( Gmpkton) becomes the fource of altercation. 
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amination of your fatire requires, I !hall make bold 
to aJk you, Sir, what facts, books, or men, have 
authorifed you to condemn this feet fo hafiily ? Have 
you known a great number, or the generality of 
Q..uakers? Have you lived a long time in habits of in
timacy with them? Can you form a judgment of 
them all, and know the worth of the whole fociety,' 
from having been at one or two of their meetings? 
or from having converfed with one or two of them in 
a hafiy manner? or from having been introduced to 
one who did not think fit to look at you? When you 
went into that religious meeting, where you formed 
a judgment of the difcourfe, or prayer which you 

. heard, were you in a proper fiate of mind for the 
:fincere invefiigation of truth? Had you no prejudices 
againft the Q.,uakers? and your theatrical knowledge 
too, which brought ridicule into your head, this ridi· 
cule which is fo powerful an argument for a French 
Man; did not this fame knowledge fpread a veil over 
your mind-Have you not been prejudiced againfi the 
Qyakers by Voltaire, who has by turns praifed them, 
~nd endeavoured to make them appear ridiculous, 
though he knew but little of them? And indeed, 
who would not at firft fight, regard your tefiimony 
as fufpicious, and yonr judgment as partial, on con
:fidering your moral and religious opinions, your cha
racter of academician, foldier and man of quality, that 
three fold character, which this fociety fo jnftly 
detefr. 

And why have you, in forming a judgment of 
them, abandoned thofe principles by which our judg
ment Jhonld ever be direcl:ed-vVe have no rio-ht to 

. b 
cenfure any one, unlefs we have either ourfelves de-
tected him violating the laws of honour and probity, 
or upon the authentic and impartial tefrirnony of 
others on his crime. Vague reports ought never to 
have any weight. · 

To condemn a whole body of men at once, a foci
ety of long fianding, to accufe them of cheating, of 
felfillmefs, and hypocrify, requires a feries of well 
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:i.ttefi:ed facts, the truth of which is of the greatei' 
~onfequence, as the charges are ferious, and involve 
fo many people in them. . 

Thus, thould any one charge the Catholics with hav~ 
ing been perfecutors, they might prove itby their Autos· 
da.fe, their inquifition, Saint Bartholomew's day, the 
Irifh maffatre; &c. To prove that the Puritans of 
former times were perfecutors, we need only men
tion the tragical fcenes which were acted during the 
revolution of 16,0 in England, and the perfecutions 
they excited in the new world.-To prove the ambi~ 
tious; imriguing and perfecuting fpirit of the Jefuits, 
we have only to refer to their unceafing manceliVres 
in Eriglind and France, the defrruclion of Port-Roy~ 
al, and the many letti·es de cachet, which they have 
·made life cif to defitoy' in fecret prifons, a crowd of 
yictims, whofe only fault w,as a different way of 
thinking..:.... Thefe are fac:1:s well attefred. 
. Bu~ have you, Sii-, any fucli facts to allege againft 
the Q..uakers? ridt a fingle one-So far from that, 
you produce none but. what are in theii- favour-'-Fot 
I fhall now and then have the fatisfac1ion of making 
hfe of yciur ciwn words to refute you. 

But it is becaufe you bring no pofi:tive charge of 
:my crime againil the Q.uakers; it is beca~1fe you 
judge therri only by hear~fa:y and vague reports, that 
I conclude you have no proof of the vices and crimes 
you reproach _them with; and that your judgment of 
them is unjuJ.l:. _ 

I will riot, however, corifine myfelf to this general 
method of reafonirig, but will follow you itep by frep- · 
I believe you~ reflections on the Q).1akers may be re
duced-to three principle heads; they c1.ffe& 

Either their moral and private conduct, 
" Their religious tenets, 

Or their civil principks-
I fhall now proceed to ihew how unjufl:ly you have 

treated them in thefe three different refpecl:s. 

Of the MORAL and PRIVATE CONDUCT oft he Q..CTAKERS. 

I have been acquainted with many O.uakers in Land 
B ~ 
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don-I have endeavo~red to become acquainted with 

their principles, and have lo?ke~ on it as my duty to 

pay them the following public tnbu~e of efieem, m a 

work,'"~ written at a time when I w1lhed to ferve my 

countrymen, by giving thei:i a_ fai~hful account of that 

Hlan<l, which deferves our m11tat10n, rather than our 

jealoufy; in a work, wherein, as a writer of a foreign 

journal has well obferved, my deGgn was to intro-

duce good principles in an Englilh drefs. t . 
' Simplicity, candor and honeity, characterized 

' their words and actions; they were not full of pro

' feffions, but fincere; they were notpoli[hed, but hu

, mane; they had no wit-none of that wit fo effential 

' in France, and which there fupplies the place of eve· 

• ry thing elfe ; but they poifeffed good fenfe, found 

' judgments, upright hearts and honeft fonls ; · in a 

' word, if I were to feek for fociety, it ihould be a

, mongfr the Qµakers; if I fought for amufement, I 

' would have recourfe to my own countrymen-And 

' their women too, I ihall be afked, what can be faid 

' of them? They are juft what women ihould be eve

, ry where, faithful to their huibands, affectionate to 

' their chil9ren, careful and frugal in their domeftic 

' economy, plain in their drefs, § and above all, they 

' are neither folicitous to pleafe any other individu

' al, nor to attract the public attention. As they· 

' make no outward ihew, they pay a greater regard 

' to the cultivation of their mil'lds-This fimplicity 

' of manners is yet obfervable in fome other conn

' tries; the Arabs, for example, even now, follow 

* See Vol. 2nd. No. 4, Page 196, of the Journal du Licee de Lan

dres, ou Tableau des Sciences & des hrts, a \Vork publifhed in England 

in 17!14, by the Author of this book. 

+. See No •. 11! of the .Correfpondence Literaire Secrctte, for 1785, a 

foreign Pi:bhcat1on? wh1c~ is not fpoilt by the Pen of the Cenfor Royal, 

and contams many mterelhng a,necdotes and ihiking Articles, favourable 

to the .caufe of humanity. 
, .r lhould have added, well informed in the principles of morality apd 

rel1g10n •. I knew a young woman of this fociety, who po!Ie!Ied a won

derlul fohd1ty of th?ught. an.d firmne!s of character; I have fcen few 

~ountenancc~ m wluch m_orahty was fo !1rongly marked. It was owing 

in her, to an mternal convrncement ; to that convincement which is th~ 

effect of the moft ferious enquiry. ' 
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' the fame ,yandering liyes as the firfl: Patriarchs. It 
'ca,nnot be'too often repeated, that fuch mannei·s as 
' t~efe are If~oducl:ive of dornefi:ic economy, the hap
' pihefs of families, and public virtues-But we have 
' renounced them, difeafed unhappy wretches as we 
' are, with all our civilization and politenefs-And yet 
' what man amongfl: us is happy, but he who has the 
' courage to live as nature directs, as the good of 
' pail: ages have lived, who are fo politely ridiculed 
' by the wits of the prefent day-Si ad naturam vives, 
' fays Seneca, nunquam eris pauper, fi ad opinionem 
' nunquam dives-If thy life is regulated by nature, 
' fays Seneca, thou wilt never be poor, if by the opi
, nions of others, thou wilt never be rich.' 

I have not the prefumption to fuppofe that my 
fingle te!l:imony will be preferred to yours-But 
how many others ~ could I bring in fupport of my 
own. I Jhall feletl: one, which is f'criking arid de
cifive ; it is that of the fentimental author of the 
American farmer's letters-'-Y ou as well as myfelf, 
are perfonally acquainted with him, and you know 
too, that his candor, goodnefs of heart, and difpofiti
on, entitle him to our confidence; I am united to 
him by the tenderdl: ties of friendihip, and a great 
fimilarity of fentiment; but, I mean not to be fway
ed by friendlhip, while I am con{idering the weight 

* Sec I' Hifiorie de I' EfiablilTemrnt des Europlens dans !es Indes, at 
the article P~nnfylvania. 

See alfo the tran!lation of the Pennfylvznia Farmer's letters to the in
habitants of North-America; an excellent work ( of a different nature 
from St, John de Creveca:uF's) which was publilhed the beginning of the 
troubles m Americ~ by Mr. Dickinfon., who was a priocipal character in 
the revohition, and lately Prelident oJthe Col\ncil of Pcnnfylvania, VVe, 
owe the tran!lation of this work to the celebrated Turgot, who had a 
high opinion of it: It was publi!bed at Paris in 1769, and although it 
contained many important political truths, yet no impre!lion was made 
by ir. 

See further on this fuhjea, the following works. 
A fmall Pamphlet by Anthony Benezet, on the fettlement of the Qua~ 

kers in America. A Sermon preached by Dr. Prie!Uy, on the abolitioz:i 
of the Slave trade, 

Several of the articles in Voltaire's Quefiions on the Encyclopedia. 
Some conliderations on the Tefi-Low of Pennfylvania, by an .Al.lthos 

Qf grcilt merit, who is no Quaker, 
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:which is dµe to his tdl:imony. He Ii ved for a lqng 
time in America, and lived with QJ-iakers; he ha~ 
peen intimate with them, has attended to, and ma
turely conGdered their behaviour in civil life, and 
his opinion ofi:hem is wholly different from yourst-:
With what ,warmth does he praife the Gmple and cor
dial hofpitality he me't with in their houfes, and the 
peace and happinefs whi':h reigned then-'' Every, 
thing there· is done in Jitence, and with cheerfulnefs'~ 
How does he praife the good fenfe, the fagacity, 
the temperance, the foftnefs and the education of 
their women. ' They are generally, fays ~e, fhining 
' without being Jhowy, foli<ll \Vithout pedantry, tht: 
' enemies of levity, trifles and affectation; from rea: 
.' ding good books in their early youth, their conver
, fation is more interefl:ing than is often met with, 
' and they acquire · a fcmndation of folid learning; 
' whicf). has often furprifed me-They are remarka
' ble, i1ot onlr for the fimplicity of their drefs, but 
' alfo for the extreme neatnefs of their houfes, and of 
'every' thing about them-Silence and modefl:y, a 
' peculiar manner of prdering their fervants and in. 
' feriors, an· uniform, tran.quilbehaviour, feem to con~ 
' ftitute the general character of thefe good people.' 

'And who has not read his intereiling vifit to the 
botanift Ba1:tram,' the affecting anecdote of the eman
cipation of Warner Miffiin's Negro, and the account 
of his bold errand to general Howe? who has not 
eagerly feized on all thofe recitals which paint fo 
well the very foul of the Q.uakers, and lay open their 
principles to us? What reader fo frozen-hearted as 
not to be moved, affefted, tranlported into America~ 
in raptures with the patriarchal life? Vvhat reader 
but will inch,lge hirnfelf in thefe delightful reveries, 
and wi{h to become, like thern, good, fimple, and the 
child of nature? What reader, in a word but has 
felt himfrlf inclined to refpei:1 them as the 'moft mo
ral, edifying and pious, of all religious fecrs? 
. , . I 

+ Seethe American Farmer's Letters, Vol, lll, from page l3i, to 
, 97, and the anccdo,e in the Preface. ' 
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And you, Sir, wi{h to defl:roy this enchantment-,
"!3y your filence you contradicl: all I have faid. Cruel 
man ! If it was an illufipn, how could you wi{h to un
deceive us? It was dear to us, as it ferved to in
.creafe the confola tion of the good, and the remorfe of 
the wicked-But no, it is no illufion-they a:re truths, 
they are facts, which you are combating; you who 
have feen America only in her camps, amidfl: the din 
of arms, and in one of thofe violent revolutions, 
where man, thrown out of his fphere, is no longer 
himfelf, and can neither form · a right judgment of 
things, nor is he a proper fubject for the judgment 
pf others; you who have obtained your knowledge 
,of America only by flying through it, by frapping at 
taverns, and perhaps now and then going to a ball, or 
tea-party; you, to contradicl a native of America, 
a farmer who gives his opinion, after twenty-five 
years of obfervat10ns, made at his leifure in the midft 
pf peace, confidence and friendfhip ! 

And ~hat are the weapons you make qfe of? Eu
ropean and national prejudices. You have no facts 
on your fi~e, and this refpell:able man has many; 
fhey are well authenticated, and the names he men, 
tions well known.· Be quotes a Benezet, a Miffiin, a 
Bartram, and yqu, with all your talking ofµypocrites 
and cheats, you name nobody. How then can we give 
'credit to your a:lfertions? . ,. 

In my opinion you deferve a very fevere reproof 
for fuch conduct-When one author attacks the fen
timents of another, he iliould quot~ him, name him, 
aml appeal to the:! public decifion : Nothing but the 
pefpicable character of our ~pp~nent c1tn excufe fuch 
an omiffion-J.'!ow, you have publifhed opinions and 
a:lfertiol'!s, directly in contradiction to thofe of St. John 
de Crevecccur, and you have not faid .a fingle fyllable 
of him, nor of his hook; a boo~ too which ha, enga
ged the public attention, and yet you have read it.-; 
Y ou well know how much the .i.uthor is efl:eemed in 
America, and you yourfr If have expreiled your perfon
al ~fl:eem f Of him. Since you ati:a~k) no~ JT\erely 
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his opinions, but his narrations and his fatl:s ; com
mon politenefs, attention and refpecb for the public, 
did then, .and frill do, require, that you give your 
reafons foi· not mentioning him, and for differing 
from him in fentiment. 

Who then fuall we give credit to, concerning th_e 
Q.,uaker~? to St. John de Crevececur,or to the Marqms 
de Chatellux? one praifes, the other traduces them : 
thefe are quefl:ions I have often heard, and which 
you ought to have prevented ; but by not mentioning 
this author's name, nor his book, you have thrown 
the public into a fiate of uncertainty on thefe points. 

I know very well, that this treacherous., jefoitical 
fi.lence, which Academicians and men of the world 
are fo well acquainted with, is honored with the 
name of confideration and refpect. The means of 
ruining a public charall:er, by general rtmarks, or by 
not faying any thing at all of him, is a fecret many 
are well acquainted with; but believe me, this cow. 
ardly prall:w:e of our literary ;irifiocracy, in no-wife 
becomes you. The motto of every honef1: writer 
:lhould be, When I attack any one, I do it from moth:es 
of d14y, and do it openly, 

The public c~nnot long remain in the fiate of un
certainty yoµ have thrown them into, if they will but 
attend to the arguments I have .ilre,,dy b1:ought to 
controvert your opinions, and to thofe I fuall here. 
after produce. The difference in your manner of 
writing is againft you. If !were even unacquainted 
with St. John de Crevecirur, if I had not been on 
the. mofl: intimate footing with him, I could give my 
j~d&ment after having read over both your books: 
his 1s a work of the he;irt, yotir's fhews that yoq 
have _a great deal of wit; but republicans, pure 
morahfts, fuch ~s the Q..u?kers,. mufi be judg~d by 
the heart; their reputation will receive no i11ock 
from all the artyouhavemadeufeof to injure them. 

I fuall now b_egin to follow you fiep by Hep. 
The law which you fay, many of them obferve 

pf faying neither You, nor Sir, is far from giving the~ 
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art azr of umplicity and candor. This is not the CU• 
fl:om of many, but of all the fociety. 

You fpeak of an air, as if the Ouakers affumed 
a~y airs ; as if their plainnefs wa;"'but affectation. 
They are much above it; 'the phinnefs of their lan
guage confifi:s in renouncing thofe empty forms, thofe 
ridiculous compliments and faihionable falihoods which 
French politenefs requires; it is on this plainnefa the 
Q_u;.kers value themfelves; they do not tell 'a fi:ranger 
that they are charmed to fee him; they keep filence at 
the firH interview, and wait for an opportunity of 
forming a judgmer'ft; they do not fqueeze the hand of 
a man whom they defpife; they do not bo.w to a fine fuit 
of clothes, a crofs, or a red or blue ribband ; they do 
not pay court to a minifi:er, who is deteHed by the 
nation-If they thee and thou every body, it is be
caufe they believe all men are equal ; are not thefe 
fufficient reafons for a Philofopher? 

The un.:!aunted manlliT in ,vhich they have fup
ported this cuil:om at court, and at the bar; that 
boldnefs which has conftrained thofe in authority to 
give way to them, will not even this entitle them to 
your praife? For admitting with you, that it is a 
matter of indifference to fay you or thou to a fingle 
perfon, yet it mufl be of importance, to have a cha. 
ratter, and to poffefs a degree of firmnefs, of that 
unlhaken firmnefs, which is fo hateful to oppreffors, 
becaufe they dread the confequences of it; and, it . 

. matters not, that this firmnefs appears in fmall things, 
and trifling circnmfhmces ; for there is no doubt, but 
it will be called forth with greater energy, on more 
important occafions. Now, the perfecutions which 
the Ouakers have undergone, for not giving up their 
Thee-;nd 'Thou, {hew a greatnefs of character, and o,[ 
confequence a fuperiority over the reft of mankind, 
which they have ever fufl:aine<l, when their civil or 
religious principles have been attacked by govern. 
men t. But after all, as to this cufi:orn of theirs, which 
you find fo r9uch fault with, let us fee whether they 
or the men of the world are in the rhrht : fince You 
takes in feveral perfons, why make ufe of it to one 



[ i6 ] 

tinly? adulation firft invented this corrupt p.i·aaice'; 
and pride and bafenefs of foul have brought it intd 
general ufe : The Q,uakers wiih to reil:ore the cufi:oms 
of propriety ,and what objections can you make to them? 
muft they limp becaufe you ate not ftrong enough to 
walk upright? . . 

If our felf-conceited literati, and would-be ph1lofo; 
phers, had really any philofophy about1 them, would 
-not they imitate the Q_uakers? Would they not re· 
nounce thofe mean ceremonies,which Jhow the flaviJh~ 
nefs and falihood of. mankind ? Would they not in
:ftead of ridiculing the Q,ttakers, endeavour, like therri 
to exalt human nature, a,nd compel the great to be-. 
lieve that the loweft of their fellow creatures is their 
equal : This was the conduct of Diogenes, the herd 
of our Academicians, whofe example however they 
will not follow ; Diogenes in this ref peel: acted like a 
true Q,uaker, that is to fay, like a wife man, who knew 
the dignity of man, and the_ infignificancy cif thofe 
difi:incrions which we meet with in civil life. 

And I would be glad to know too, what meaning 
you affix to the word candor, which_ you fay the 
Q,~akers make ufe of as a blind? To have candor, is 
to fpeak unrefervedly from the very heart, which 
mufi: be pure for fuch a purpofe-To have i:undor 
is to fpeak what you think, and to pay the ftricrefi 
attention to truth. This is the general character of the 
Quakers, and it is a character they have obtained. by 
the facrifice of their lives. 

But you think very differently; for you charge them 
with a whining, infinuating tone, whi_ch is perfecl!y jefu· 
itical; you fay too, that iheir condutl is quite of a piece; 
Horrid and falfe comparifon ! what do we mean by a 
Jefuit? a deceiver, with the air of candor, an arr; 
fol hypocrite, one who is amhitious and plotting, un. 
der the ap~earance of renounci11g horiors and riches ; 
a tyrant w1th an air of foftnefs, fubjection and polite. 
nefs, and one ·who _pretends to be humane, and yet 
is wholly given to felfifhnefs. 

The Jefoits were inflamed with a defire of domi
neering over the confciences of men, that they might 
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rule kingdoms, open prifons by their nod, and bury 
alive their rivals and their enemies- this was their 
reafon for affecting a whining infinuating tone, which 
hurts no one's vanity, bnt flatters and miHeacls it. 

The J efuits raged with the defire of rnakino- pro
felytes, they befieged the growing talents ~f the 
youth, and bent them to their own purpofes ; they 
over-reached great and fm::ill; they had fpies at court, 
and at the bar ; they had their puffers and partifans 
in p:=iy. In lhort they were for attempting and fub-
<luing every thing. · 

I would afk any one, who knows any thing of the 
Ouakers, who has lived ever fo :lhort a time amongft 
tbem, whether any part of this characl:er fuits this 
plain people? can they, ~vho renounce all places and 
honors, be charged with the luft of power? can 
they, who have no ambition, be called plotters ? Jhould 
they be fuppofed deceitful, without any motives for 
being fo? does not the whole world know, that they 
do not attempt to make profelyt~s ! that they ,do not 
feek for praife, either by ,uiting or flattery! every 
body knows that they detefl: intolerance, and, of con
fequence, thofe horrid methods which are pracdfed on 
perfons in confinement, thofe private tortures ,apd 
inquifitions which the Jefuits made ufe of to over
throw the docl:rine of the efficacy cf grace. The 
Ouakers have been often derided, mutilated, and im
pi=ifoned ; they have never treated their enemies in 
fuch a manner; can the fame be faid of the Jefoits? 

Is there any thing e:,traordinary in this foftnefs of 
their manners r does it not naturally accompany their 
love of humanity, and principles of univerfal tolera
tion ? there is nothing in it charac'tcriHic of the 
infinuating Jharper; his frhemes are for the acqui
fition of power, riches, fame or titles; but the true 
Ouaker feeks not for power, he is of all men the 
~J.l: defirous of wealth, he cares little for a name, 
and defpifes all marks of ditl:inction. 

But you are not fatisfied with denying them aH 
pretenfiom to plainnefs and candor; }'O'.l are not 

c 
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fatisfied with comparing them to one of the ntofl: 
ambitious, plotting, and tyrannical fe&s that ever ex
ifl:ed-but you will not even allow them to poffefs 
common honefl:y. You tell us, that during the Ame. 
rican war, they cheated both parties out of their mo, 
ney, without a blufl1, and c.:arelefs of what might be 
thought of their conducl:. 

And yet yon bring no proof in fupport of fo [e. 
vere an accufation : an accufation which affeas 
the whole fociety ; which affects their Benezets and 
l\1iffiins : men whom you praife, and whom the lov
ers of virtue will admire. How could you, thus in 
a moment, endeavour to difgrace fo many "ref pectable 
characl:ers? And even admitting, what I neither can 
nor will believe, till you prove it by well-attefted 
facts-admitting, I fay, that there were fame Quak
ers who took advantage of the times, to fell at exor
bitant prices, or, as you exprefs it, to cheat both par
ties out of their money, was it well done in you, to 
throw the odium on the whole fociety ? If any 
amongfi them are culpable, name them ; it is your 
duty to do fo. You, yourfelf are culpable if you do 
not; for, indeed, by your filence, you involve both 
the innocent and guilty in the charge. 

But as you never could have known the Q.,uaker's 
methods of dealing; as you never could, nor ever 
will be able to prove, that they are all cheats, with
out exception, it follows that your aifertions are 
downright defamation; for which you ought to make 
amends at the public tribunal, where you have unfair
ly traduced them. At this tribunal, I now impeach 
you. I, who have been well acquainted with fame 
Q.,uakers, and am fully convinced of the general probity I 
of their fociety, and obferving, that they are accufed 
by a man of rank and quality, and member of feveral 
a.cademies-confiderations which might lead the pub
lic to doubt of the houefiy of the Q.,uakers> I fomrnons 
you to p~oduce your charges, anrl your proofs before 
the public ; and if you are fiill filent let me once . ' more repeat rt, I lhall think myfelf authorized to treat 
your aifertions as mere defamation. 
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This word will !hock you, fir ; I ufe it ·with re. , 
gret; but I do not ufe it withoUt having fufficient
ly attended to the meaning of it. A defamatory work, 
is one which is made public, in which an avowed or 
anonymous author, injures one or more perfons, by 
accufi.ng them, falfly, of crimes, meanneffes or vices ; 
or, in a word, firives to injure their character. Now, 
do not you accufe the Q_uakers of being !harpers, 
cheats, hypocrites, and men carelefs of the public 
good? 

w-e will fupp.ofe theQ..uakers may have furnifhed the 
Engliih, as well as the Americans, with provifi.ons. Do. 
you call that .a Cf'ime ? Yon lhould recollect that the 
Q.,uakers look on all men as their brethren, and that 
no one is thefr enemy, not even their perfecutors. 
ln this point of view, Englifh and Americans were 
the fame to them. The greatefl: part of them 
thought that England was carrying on an unjufl: war. 
But the Quakers did not look on the Heffians as part
ners in this acl: of injufl:ice, they thought them equally 
entitled to their affiil:ance with their American brethren, 

According to my prefent fentiments, that the on
ly juflifiable war, is that which is carried on to re
fi.fi: oppreffion, and that the American war was of this 
kind, I mufl: confefs I fhould have been better pleaf
e<l if the Quakers had joined the Americ~ns, that 
they might the fooner have got rid of the defl:royers 
of their country. 

But fince they have not done fo, fince they have 
fcrupuloufly adhered to their principles, of not :lhe<l
ding blood, T cannot accufe them of any thing crimi~ 
nal ; and the lefs fo, becaufe their principles an·<l con
duct were known before hand, to both parties*. 

And we will fuppofe alfo that they may have fold 
their goods at a high price to both parties. But do yon. 
call this cheating? In difcuffing this charge, I ihould be 

" The Author ~f . his work, propofes, in a future publication on the 
the Quakers, to examine into the truth of t_his charge. A':'d at the fame 
time, to. take notice of the frelh complamts, ~ade . agamft them, by 
M. Mazzei, Author of Recherches furies Etats Ums, which he has engalied 
ti> do, m his Anfwer to 1his Writer, already publilhea, ·· 
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g1ad of well fiated facts. But, as there are none, for you 
have not furnii1,ed me with any, I muft fuppofe, that 
you have been led away, by the common prejudice, 
ao-ainfr the merchant who takes the benefit of circum-o . 
:f'cances, to fell at an advanced price. . . 

When any trade is free, not in the hands of md1-
viduals, when the buyer is not forced to give what
ever price may be demanded, there can be no cheat
ing, not even if they fold at the mofl extravagant 
rates. 

The natural confequence of a war, is to raife the 
price of goods very high, becaufe produce is leffened, 
and goods become fcarce. The feller is then no 
more culpable for raifing the price on account of the 
fcarcity, than the buyer would be for ottering a fmall 
price in plentiful tines. But the common people, 
who are ufed to fixed prices, and whofe refources are 
dnninii11ed in time of war; this common people, who 
are then forced to buy every thing at a high price, 
exclaim that they arf cheated. And I dare fay, that 
a great many of our French officers, in their travels 
through the United States, have, as well as you, met 
with poor inns, and bad fare; and yet were obliged 
to pay a high price, fora mean lodging, and a wretch
ed fupper. Thefe, I have no doubt, often thought 
themfelves impofed upon, and looked upon all the 
American inn-keepers as cheats. And you, your
felf, feem to inlinua te as much in feveral places.s. 
But you and your brother officers were all wrong; 
For you'paid, firfl:, for the fcarcity of hands, and ex
ceffive price of labour; fecondly, for the fcarc1ty of 
provifions; thirdly, for the fcarcity of travellers; and 
fourthly, for the fcarcity of tavern.s ; and, on thefe 
four different accounts, it is no wonder, if you paid 
four times as much as in France. 

I do not mean to lay before you, in this place, all 

1 
* In one plac,e amongU many others, when fpeaking of one BusoNET, 

\ ,vhom you m1frake tor a brother of BEN .E.ZE 1 'si) v0u fay that.he retain
tdnone of his Quaker principles, but that of fellmg at' an ext1avag,n, 
pncea 
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my opinions on high prices -r '. I !hall only fay, that 
this can never be ~alled cheating, as long as the buy· 
er knows the quality of the goods, and the conditions 
of fale : fecondly where there are maµy fellers, 
the buyer is at liberty to purchafe, or leave it alone. 

The Q,uakers have the riame of felling at high 
rates, I fuppofe, becau[e their merchandife is al
ways. of a good quality. But fince you are at liberty 
to provide yourfelf elfewhere, you cannot complain 
of their felling dear ; and if you give them the pre. 
ference, it muil be becaufe you eil:eem their goods, 
though of a higher price, yet of a foperioi· quality, 
to thofe which are fold at a lower rate. 

It is, befides, very well known, that the Qpakers 
in general fell nearly at a fixed price. Now, fuch a 
cuftom admits of no cheating, which can only be prac
tifed by thofe who vary their charges, and who, by 
taking advantage of the ignorance and credulity of 
the purchafer, aik much more than the market price, 
Thefe are the men who are to be mifhufted, and 
not the Q!.1akers, who fell at a fixed rate. 

There is then very little probability in your f1an
derous a:!fertion, that it is a received maxim in trade, 
that they are not to be trufled. 

But I maintain that it is a falfe affertion. I have 
heard quite a different account of them at London
a city, ,vherein, if they were much inclined to cheat
ing and corruption, they would much fooner become 
cheats, aud be corrupted, than at Philadelphia. Now, 
this is far from being the cafe, and it may be looked on 
as one of the greateil prodigies of the age, that they 
have preferved their virtue in fuch a fink of vice. 

I dare fay, you may have heard fuch an account in 
America. But would it. not have been right for 
you to have traced out the foundation of this tale ? 
Should you not have fonght for its origin in the 

+ See my Sentiments on this fubjecl:, in the Chapter fur I' Etat civil 
des Juifs, in the fecond Volnme of the Journal du Licee ou Tab leaµ des 
Sciences & des ·Arts en Angkterre. I have there faid, that felling at a high 
price is often con!idered as a want of prin~iple, at leafr, by ignorant peo. 
pie. 
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wickednefs and envy * of others ? Should not you 
yourfelf have been fur~ of the truth of it ? And in
itead of only faying tl).at th~ maxim is well founded, 
:lhould yoµ not have fhown that it was fo, by well. 
attefied faas.? Onci,o -lilore, fir ; when a citizen is 
accufed of a crime, the proofs and fa&s mufr be 
brought forwa.rd at the fame time. Otherwife, an 
.iccufationis but calumny, and as f 1,1ch will your's be re_.. 
_garde.d,unJefs you particul.arife thofe heavy charges 
you accufe the Q:.1akerswith, .and the wl_iole for:iety at 
p~ce, for yqu hav_e flar;idered thel!l aH im;hfcr~minately. 

RELIGIOUS TENETS of the Q_u~K-ERs. 

I fha:11 now go on to tre.at of the ridic1;1le you throw 
on the Q.uakers, ,when [peaking of -their nwde of wor. 
fhip and religio1,1s tenets; and l_iere too, J fhall follow 
yon, fiep by fiep. 

On Sunday the I oth, fay you, I determined to take a 
turn thro' the churches, and fludy thf! differ·ent modes 
,j worjhip. 
It mufr be confeifed, that your's was a laugh-able way 

of fludying; to go and !;iear a fingle prayer or fermon, 
and catch at hazard few expreffions, in a language 
and religion you were a frranger to. Since all 
feces have their peculiar idioms, and make ufo of com
mon words in a different way from other people ; the 
wit) who is for making fo fuperfici;1:l a courfe of Hu, 
dies, .runs a ritk of underfranding nothing, and of 
forming erronepusfentiments of every thing he hears. 

But, ,vhat could you me,m by taking this flrange 
turn thrwgh the churches? W ;is it to become ac
quainted with the~r ceremonies? The Preibyterians 
,have but few-and the Qyakers none at all. Was it 
to become acquainted with the principles and fpirit of 
<each feel: ? This would have been a more reafonable 

* They have been reproached, fays Mr. St. John de Creveca:ur, vol 
>, page 169, ~ith their fon?nefs for trade; but fuch charges originat, 
from envy, excited by their nches, The Quakers are for this reafon the 
obje-cl: of public envy in f\ merica, and con(equentl y we need not ·be fur· 
pnfed ~t t~c many reports c 'ncerning them. Have we not feen, in the 
!alt .centuries, tl.1e p~or, proud and envious Chrillians accufing the Jews 
<!If the moft homd .:nmes, merely becaufe they became ri.:h by trade? 
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and important objeB:: But let a man be ever fo pe· 
oetratin~, ho_w can he flatter himfelf with fully un
derfl:andmg. ma fingle hour, at a fingle opportunity, 
the principles and practice of ,my felt?' The firft is to 
be learnt from books, the fecond by frequent and long 
continued intcrconrfe. 

vVe are but too much addicted to this mania of judg. 
ing of objects from fuperficial views., without going to 
the bottom of any thing. This is the cafe with re
fpect to all the fciences. A man will fuppofe himfelf 
very knowing in natural philofophy, and quite a: maf. 
ter of chymiftry, when he has attended a few lectures. 
This error has been already much complained of; buc 
it does and will keep its ground, becaBfe it is favora
ble to the quackery of teachers, and the lazinefs and. 
vanity of fcholars. 

''Unfortunately, fay you, the feveral feels, W'he agree 
in nothing e!(e, have fixed on the fame hour to af
femble their congregations." 

How can you affirm, that the religious fecl:s in Eng~ 
land, and in the United Scates, do not agree in any· 
one point; when, all, to bring bnt a fingle in!l:ance,. 
Jook upon the Gofpel as a divine book; when, all, ex" 
cept the Unitarians, regard Chtift as the Son of God,. 
:i:nd all admit the neceffity of prayer, &c. You know 
too much to be ignorant of thefe facts; but ymi have 
facrificed the truth, to the pitiful pleafure of making 
an antithefis. It is rather fingular too, that for the ac:
commodation of the curious, you would wifh to fub
jecl: all the fecrs to different hours, for the perform
ance of their worfhip. Alas, why did not you make 
your tour of worJhips, as the petits maitres of Paris 
do their tour of play-houfes? A fong at the It.alian
a fcene at the French theatre-a dance at the Ope. 
ra-and a turn at V auxhall-they have feen ef/ery 
thing, and know every thing, for they have fuewn: 
the'llfelves every where, and all in the fpace of two 
hours. 

When you made ufe of this expreffion, if you ha& 
but recollected, that the man, whofe foul is taifed to 
God from a feeling fenfe of duty, has his attentim1 



[ 24 ] 

but little turned to ftrangers, but is wholly_ fixed on 
one object ; if you had remembered too, tlie perni
cious confequences, which, I Jhall hereafter fhow, at· 
tend this way of degrading religio?s fubjecl:s, treating 
them in a light manner, and putting them on a level 
with play-houfes, you would not have formed a judg
ment fo fuperficially of the Q.,uakers, and Prefbyteri
ans, nor even of the members of the church of Eng
land. 

If you had recollected too, that there is no difrinc
tion of fex in the {ia-ht of God, you would certainly 
have fpared that fon~-'y _jefr upon the women, which no 
one expecred· to fee from the pen of an admirer of the 
fair fex, and an academician : " Like Arioflo, I foal! 
relate prodigies, diro maraviglia,jzj?- as I entered, a 
woman held her tongue." 

How could this trifling and hacknied piece of wit efcape 
you, eipecially with all the air of importance with 
which you make the quotation ? You who are fo warm 
in the praife of our French ladies-have you, then, 
never been acquainted with any who knew how to 
he frill, or \Vhofe converfation was agreeable ? Have 
yon never lived with Englifh and American ladies ? 
Have you not obferved that they are modef1: and fi. 
lent, never in hafle to fpeak, although well-inform
ed ? Yes, well-informed, and well qualified to teach 

_ even men of learning and academicians. I J11all men
tion but one-Mrs. Macaulay: Her hifrory of the 
Stuarts is certainly more ufeful than all the French 
acc1demy has ever produced. 

And befides, why would you leffen the women ? 
By undervaluing any one, you make him become def. 
picable. The Q_uakers have done that jufl:ice to their 
women which we refufed them. They have foewn 
they were not unworthy of it; for QJ!akerifm has had 
its Porcias. 

You feem determined to find fault with every thing 
the Q_u;ikers do, whether they fpeak or are filent. 
For you go on to fay, " A man took the wo_man's 
plac.e, a~1d _[poke like a blor.'1-head on internal grace, 
the zllummatzcn of the fpirit, and all the other tenets 
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ll'Jt his feel:, which he had over and over again, but 
Without explaining any t~ing. 

I lhall here, fir, make bold to aik you if you were 
fufficiently acqu_ainted with the language of the feel:, 
to underftand this ~1aker, and to form a judgment 
of his difcourfe ? A foreig11er may underftand the 
eloquent Burke in the houfe of commons, or Mifs 
Young at the theatre, without being always able to 
comprehend the preacher of any fociety. The 
~ia.kers, of all others, have a language of their 
OWrl; \vhich cannot be eafily un<lerfiood, with
out having read fame of their books, fuch as Barc
lay's Apology, with a great deal of attention. Now, 
I ihould fulpett, from a word you have made ufe of, 
that you were not perfecl:ly acquainted with the idiom 
and doctrine of the Q!:iakers. It is when you find fault 
with the preacher for not explaining their religious 
tenets. Mofi: probably he was clear enough for his 
brethren who unded1:ood his language, while to you 
who did not comprehend it, he was obfcnre. Now on 
the fame principles, what would you think of a man, 
who, having learned the Indoftan language, only in 
the grammar of Halhed, ihould tell us of a Bramin's 
fpeaking very il:upidly about Viitnou ? What would 
you think of a wi~, who, from his ignorance of the 
new doctrine of magnetifm, ihould call your reflec
tions on rnotion*, a colleetion of ridclles? And ·what 
would you fay,." if an Englilhman, ignorant of the 
many hundred revolutions which have happened in 
the Nomenclator of French chymifl:ry, :fhould call 
the Oxigine of Meffrs. Fourcroy and Lavoiiier, a 
fl:upid and obfcure term ? 

It is no difficult matter to accnfe a feet, or ridicule 
their tenets. I have feen fome of thofe jeHers, who 
could not even tell you the meaning of the technical 
terms which they had picked up-I have heard many 
of them quote the doctrines of Janfenius with a foeer, 

D 
* A pamphlet of the Mar<]uis de Chatellux's, publilhcd at the end. 

ef Monf. Bergaffe's rdlellions on ma?;netifm_. T_hi_s parn phlet has bee,. 
gen;rally complainrrl of as obfcure and unintdliet!,k. 
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who would have been gready puzzled if any one hiid 
.i!ked them to explain the very firft article. 

The ignorant are led away by words, and I make no 
doubt, that mofrperfons who read your book, and know 
nothing of the Q.:,1akers, will form their judgment of 
them, from the caricatura you have drawn; from theft 
fingle words " inward grace, illumination which pro
ceeds from the jpirit," and more efpecially from the 
beautiful turn about faying OVf'r and over again. They 
will exclaim-Where are thefe creatures from?
Th€y are furely born in the laft age-or inhabitants 
of fome other world-poor ignorant mortals! 

I know nothing of the difcourfe made by th~ Qpa
ker you heard preach, but I will confefs that the te
nets he fhould have fopported, the tenets of his feet, 
Bo not appear to me to be- fo Jlupid as they did to you. 
I fhall now give a fhort account of them, not for your 
information, for you mufi certainly have read Benezet 
before you ridiculed him, but for thofe who have no 
other kn~wledge of the Q..uakers but what they ge!: 
from the ff age. 

The Quakers believe in one almighty, eternal and 
unchangeable God. 

They believe in the divinity and miffion of Chrill, 
They believe that all men may be faved. 
They admit of grace and univerfal light. That i~ 

to fay, that God, of his grace, makes himfelf known, 
and difclofes the truth, to all thofe who fincerely defire 
to know it, and feek after it. ' 

They believe that this grace was given to Socrates, 
Epictetus and Seneca, and to all thofe ancient Philo
fophers, who joined the praCtice of virtue to their 
fearch after truth. By the inward light, which they 
follow a3 their guide, they mean the Holy Spirit. 

"\Vh?ever, fays Benezet'*, retires ferioufly into him. 
fo!f, with a ~ncere defire to know, and to do his duty, 
will never fail to find there a fure guide,a ray from the 
fountain of light, which will enlighten his underfrand-

_. ~.ee a lhort account of t~e People called Quakers; their rife, 1rdigio·~a 
. c1ples, and fettlcment m America, by Anthony Beneut. 

prtn 
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ring, an~ teach him, with certain~y, to dift_inguiih good 
f1~0'.11 evil._ Thofe who are .o~ed1ent to this light, this 
divine guide, whatever religion they profefs, foon ar
rive at the enjoyment of purity, holinefs, &c. 

The Bible is the principal book which they read, 
or have recourfe to, for council and direction. They 

l,annot, however, fays Benezet, regard it as the word 
of God, becaufe this title belongs to Chrifl: alone ; he. , 
cau[e its contents admit of different interpretations, 
and becaufe men are apt to think that nothing further 
is neceffary to their lalvarion. · 

Concerning worihip, they have neither ceremonies 
nor facrament1,, becaufe they fay the[...: terms are not 
found in the holy fcriptures. · 

They do not believe in el~mentary baptifm, nor the 
ufe of bread and wine,. as a facrarnent, to be elfential ; 
they look upon them as types and imagt>s ; and think 
a good life is the certaift way to falvation. 

They believe in the neceility of prayer, but that it 
fnould always proceed from infpiration. 

They keep meetings, becaufe God has promifed, 
that where two or three perfons are gathered in his 
name, there he is in the midft of them .. 

They undertake not to ordain eith'er priefis, biiliops 
or minifiers, according to the hierarchy. maintained 
in other Chrifl:ian churches. 

They think any man pr~fmnptuous who would pre· 
tend to the exclu!ive privilege of communion with Godo 
Every believer may become a priefi and minifl:er. Eve
ry ~uker is a preacher, when he feels himfelf au tho" 
rifed thereto by divine infpiration. They therefore 
refufe paying tythes. It is, according to their prin
ciples, dt>grading religion, to make it a matter of com.-

. merce; ic is difobeying the Supreme Being, who has 
faid, freely ye have recei1 1ed, freely give. 

For the fame reafon, they rejecl: the fcience, cal1ed 
theology, as commonly taught in the fchools, believing 
that it ferves only to produce pride and difputatio:1. 

I lhall in another place fpeak of their fentiments 
concerning war. ' 

It is ,.vfll known that they· never fwear, according 
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to the command of J efus Chrift, fi»ear not at all, but 
let your communication be yea, yea, na~·, nay : for 
whatfoever is more than thefe, cometh of eV1!. 

The internal police of this feet is very firiB: and 
rational. They have their monthly meetings, which 
are made up of the members of fuch meetings as lie 
contiguous; their quarterly meetings·, which are com
pofed of the feveral monthly meetings, which are 
neareft to each other; ;;nd in like manner, their year
ly meetings, compofed of the feveral adjacent quar
terly meetings. If a brother behaves amifs, the el
ders cautil.>n him repeatedly, and get others to do the 
fame. If he is irreclaimable, they lay his cafe be. 
fore the monthly meeting, where it is judged. He may, 
if diifatisfied with their decifion, appeal from this meet
ing to the quarterly meeting, where he has another 
heari11g, and from thence, it itill difcontentcd, to the 
yearly meeting, where it is finally adjudged. They 
are·careful to avoid law fuits; if any Qpaker is poor, 
or unfortunate, the fociety ailiil:s him.* 

They look on it as a duty to contribute to general 
charities. 

They hold no pla<::es of office in the magifiracy ; 
but in Pennfylvania they were for fome time in thofe 
offices. Perceiving, however, that it was hardly pof.,. 
fible to adhere to their principles, amongfl the temp
tations tha.t occurred there, they at length refolved 
to give them up entirely. 

Such are the civil and religious tenets of the Q.uak· 
ers; and to their praife be it fpoken, they could never 
be compelled to abandon them, even in thofe coun· 
t1·ies where they were without power, and perfecut
ed; and they obliged no one to embrace them, where 
they had the power in their own hands. To pro\·~ 
this, l i11all quote two {hiking pafTages, from Barclay 
and Penn, in their own words:-

." But of rhis excellent patience and fufferings, th~ 
w1tneifes of God, in fcorn called !f!J,akers, have gi-

* I was told, at London, of a Ouaker Merchant, who whs thrice re
!Jev;d by his friends;, but failing a~ fourth time, he w,s perfuaded t~ 
De::~ 1:1'..~ tr2<l~,., 2nd haa. 2 pcnfion fettled on him. 
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ven a manifefr proof : for fa foon as God revealed 
his truth among them, without regard to any oppofi
fi.tion whatfoever, or what they might meet with, 
they went up and down, as they were moved of the 
Lord, preaching and propagating the truth in mar
ket-places, highways> fireets, and publick temples, 
though daily beaten, whipped, bruifed, haled, and 
imprifoned therefore. And when there was any 
where a church or affembly gathered, they taught 
them to keep their meetings openly, and not to 
Jhut the door, nor do it by fl:ealth, that all might 
know it, and thofe who would might enter. And 
as hereby all jufl: occafion of fear of plotting againft 
the government was fully removed, fo this their 
courage and faithfolnefs in not giving over their 
m~eting together (but more efpecially the prefence 
and glory of God manifefl:ed in the meeting being 
terrible to the confciences of the perfecutors) did fo 
weary out the malice of their adverfaries, that often-' 
times they were forced to leave their work undone. 
For when they came to break up a meeting, they * 
were obliged to take every individual out by force, 
they not being free to give up their liberty by di:lfol
ving at their command: and when they were haled 
out, unlefs they were kept forth by violence, they 
prefently returned peaceably to their place. Yea, 
when fometimes the magifrrates have pulled down 
their meeting-houfes, they have met the next day 
openly upon the rubbifh; and fa by innocency kept 
their poffeffion and ground, being properly their own, 
and their right to meet and worfhip God, being not 
forfeited to any. So that when armed men have come 

·~ During the reign of the infamous Charles Ild who made a mock
crv of every religious feci, and to procure money, perfecuted and pro
tel:led them all by turns; a moll: bloody perfecution was exciteG! againft 
the Quakers. The King's guards, fays 'Mrs. Macaulay, were fet upon 
them ; they were abufed, wounded, and fame were killed . Hays and 
Jenilt were anefred f,,r offering money to the con!lablcs, who were car-
1ying their friends to prifon, They were each of them condemned to 
pay a line of £5·,oo Sterling, or fuffer imr.rifonmeot. Penn and Mead, 
two refpell:able Qts3kers, were tned and hned forty marks, for havrng_ 
k,.·pt their hats on, &c, Hifiory of the Stuares, Vol. 6, Page 309, of 
t:ie Quarto Edition. 
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to diifolve then1, it was impoffible for them to do it, 
unlefs they had killed every one ; for they frocd fo 

O dofe together, that no force could move any one to 
fiir, until violently pulled thence: fo that when the 
malice of their oppofers ifared them to take £hovels, 
and throw the rubbiJh upon them, there they i1:ood 
unmoved, being willin,g, if the Lord Jpould fo per· 
mit, to have been there buried alive, witneffing for 
him. As this patient but yet courageous way of fuffer. 
ing made the perfecutcrs work very he~vy 4'l.nd we:i
x,ifome unto them, fo the courage and patience of the 
fufferers, uGng no refifrance, nor bringing any wea
pons to defend themfelves, nor feeking :rny v.rays of re
venge upon fuch occa{ions, did fecretly fmite tho 
hearts of the perfecutors, and made their chariot. 
wheels go on heavily. Thus, after much and many 
kind of fufferings, thus patiently borne, which to re
hearfe, would m::ke a volume* ofitfelf, which may in 
due time be publilhed to the nations (for we have them 
upon record) a kind of negative liberty has been obtain
ed; fo that at prefent, for the moit part, we meet toge. 
ther witlnout difl:urbarxe from the magifini.te. But 
on the contrary, mo£t Prcotrjlants, when they have 
lilot the allowance and toleration of the magifrrate, 
meet only in fecret, and hide their tdl:imony ?" &c.t 

Barclay relates their fofferings alfo in his fpirited 
dedica~ion to Charle,s IId, in which he affirms, that 
:no Q.,uaker was ever difcovered to have been concern
ed in the many plots laid againft him ; and fini!h~s 
this fingu!ar dedication with the following bold ex
rreffions. 

" Thou hall: tafted of profperity and adverfoy; 

"' Charles. Ud. who trafficked in crimes, and invented them for 
the fake of impofing fines, made a law againft Dil{eater's Mee.tingi of 
41very kind.. If the meeting conli!led of five perfons,· each was fined fin 
!hilltngs for the firll offence, ten for the fecond &c. And it was ena1;1-
ad t.hat if any doubt arofe concerning the ~,eanil)g o( the .,.a, thf 
Judges were alw~ys to decide agamll: the defendents. And this. V(a~ 
the Tyrant that Louis XIV. wilhcd to invell: with abfolut~ pov.m 
Mn. M,;icauJay's h1ll:ory, Vol. 6, Page ~81;, qf the Quarto ~dition, 

+ Barclay!s Apology, Pag,e .§08, 
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thou knowefl what it is to be banifhed thy native 
country; to be over-rnlcd, as well as to rule and to 
fit upon the throne ; and being' oppreffid, thou haft 
reafon to know how hateful the oppnjfor is, both to· 
God and man : If after all thefe warnings and ad
vertifements thou <loft not turn unto the Lord, with 
all thy heart ; but forget him who remembered thee 
in thy difirefs, and give up thyfelf to follow lnft and 
vanity, furely great will be thy condemnation, &c." 

Thefe paifages, Sir, are a fufficient proof of the flea· 
dinefs and conftancy of the Q..uakers, in the midft of 
perfecutions; and the fpirited language of Barclay to 
Charles the II<l, has always been maintained by them, 
The following paffage will alfo Jhow their toleratwn, 
in a country where they had the power in their 
own hands. 

The immortal Penn, in the charter of privileges, 
which he granted to the inhabitants of Pennfylvania, 
on the 2Srh Oaober J 701, inferted the following 
cbufr. 

" Becaufe no people can be truly happy, tho' un· 
der the greatc!l enjoyment of civil liberties, if abridg
ed of the freedom of their confciences, as to their 
religious profeffion arid wodhip : And almighty God 
being the only Lord of confcience, father of lights 
and fpirits; and the author, as well as the objecl: of 
all divine knowledge, faith and worihip, ·who only 
doth enlighten the minds, and perfuade and convince 
the und~rftandings of people, I do hereby grant and 
declare, that no perfon or perfons, inhabiting in thii. 
province or teri-itories, who ihall confefs and acknow
ledge one almighty God, the crea•or, upholder :md 
ruler of the world ; and profefs him or them{elves 
obliged to live quietly .under the civil government, 
ihall be in any cafe molefi:ed or prejudiced, in his, or 
their perfon or efiate, becaufe of his or their confcien. 
tiousperfuafionorpraaice,nor be compelled to frequent 
t1r mamtain any religious worlhip, place or rninifiry, 
contrary to hio or their mind, or to do or fuffer any 
other acr or thing, contrary to. their religious perfua. 
fion. And that all perfons who a{fo profefs to beQ 
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lieve in Jefus Chrifi, the Saviour of the world, fhai1 
.be capable (notwi1;hfianding :heir other Pt;r~uafions 
and practices in pomt of confc1ence and rehg10n) to 
ferve this government in any capacity, both legif
fatively and executively," 

And now, fir, forget that you have written 
againfl: the Quakers, lay afide your prejudices and 
witticifms, retire within, and after readmg the ac. 
count I have jufi given, alk yourfelf whether the te
nets and worfhip of the Q..uakers are fo very fiupid 
as you would fuppofe them. 

But you will fay, what is the meaning of that myf. 
terious farrago about inward grace, illumination and 
the fpirit? I nnderihnd you, and might anfwer your 
quel110n by referring to the belief and tenets of the 
Catholics and Protefiants, whom your cenfure in
volves equally with the Quakers ; but a philofopher, 
an academician, mufi be anfwered in a different man
ner, and I lhall now attempt it. 

The words ,illumination, inward grace, extacy, en
thufiafm, exprefs the fame fpiritual il:ate of man, that 
fl:ate in which he is plunged, when abforbed, and en
tirely taken up in a profound meditation on his rela
tion to God and man. Were you never in this fitua.ion? 
If not., I pity you; for it is certainly the highefl: fource 
ofhappinefs, I had almofl: faid, of enjoyment on earth. 
I will not attempt to dcfcribe the effi:ch of it-they are 
beyond defcription. Thofe delightful reveries in 
which the foul wanders, when efcaped from the wretch
ed coverings which confine her; that fublime and con
folatory glimpfe of things beyond herfelf, beyond the 
globe and in a better world, is fled and gone, when we 
attempt to defcribe it. 

This ftate is to be arrived at, folely, by a perfect in
ward retirement, and a folitary * and innocent life; :rnd 

* By a remarkable peculiarity, it happens that enthufialls and illuminat· 
~d Per[ons are oftenefl found in defpotic governments. The reafon is 
pl~m, for men are there forced to live a folitary life; and whrn we 
are unhappy at home, we feek for a retreat elfewhere ; when the earth is 
but a place .,f torment, the wretched look to heaven for rclid and be
c.ome enthuliafu, bccaufe it is unfafe to be citizens. There 'are addi
tional reafons for refpelting enthufiafm, 
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cin only be relilhed by thofe pure fo:.1ls- \\'ho are lifted 
above the vain pleafures and trifling objects of worldlv 
ambition. ' 

~~,. 11. • ·1 d" (). d l 1 , l ms ,ate Is t 1~ 1_reu roa~ tot 1e KnO\\'ledge of 
God, of real happmeis, :iml of the proper objec1:s of 
man's purfuit. It leads us naturally to the trne. means 
of obtaining it. Thefe )ncans ;:rre the public and facial 
virtues. :From whence it follows, that the L1an who i~ 
continually employed in [elf-meditation, becomes of 
courfe, good, toler;:int, j,,'.C and bencfacnt-for b, 
endeavours to approach the Di-;inity, ;;.;id to refrmble 
him; and it is virtue alone th:,t can Jill up the inter
mediate fpace which feparates theru. 

Illumination, imvard grace, the holy fpirit of the 
Q.,uatcrs, is nothing elfe but this Hate of knowledge, 
vvhich is to be attained by meditation. They never 
pray without meditating--they never preach without 
being infpired, whic1' is always the fruit of meditation. 

l have then prnved to you, that the man who is con
tinually employed in meditation on hirnfelf, on the 
Divinity, and on his own duty,. will naturally become 
a virtuous man; and, of courfe, the illumination of the 
Ouakers direc1:s them naturally to virtue; which con
iliifion is fupported by fac1:s; of confequence their fy
fl:em is a refpecrable one, and making a jefi: of it, ihews 
an ignorance of it's principles and effecl:s-It is an of
fence againfi: virtue. 

It feems to me that thefe conclufions cannot be deni
ed, however, I ch;illenge you to <lo it. 

I well know that our wits, even fame of the cele
brated ones, have been very ingenions in their far
cafms on this frate of illumination. But what do far
t:afws prove? What abfurdity may not a wit be gni!ty 
of? ,What virtue is fafe from their ridicule ? Let us 
lea1e irony apart, and come to facts and reafoning·
Turn over V oiuire from beginning to end, the man 
who has, above all others, brought into repute tb;s 
rage of fubfl:itnting ridicul·e for reafo11ing, and wh.:, 
h:,s carried it even to thP, fcaffold. In ::ill hi~ writings, 

E 
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you will not find one folid argument agai!1fl illuminati, 
on :* His only weapons are puns and epigrams. 

It is with regret I mention it, but thefe too, are the 
weapons moit frequently made ufe of by the Count de 
Mirabeau, in the book which he has jufl: publifhed 
ao-ainfl: the celebrated La vater t and his followers, 
,;horn he calls the enlightenee, and againfi illumina
tion in general. 

But there is a diftincrion to be made which has efca
ped this writer, and t.l;tofe who have wrote on the 
fame fubjecr before him, t and which is daily efcaping. 
the vulgar who are fo ready to condemn every thing 
above their reach-He has confounded the pretended, 

· with the real enlightened man. 
I agree that the pretended are the mofi numerous; 

for whenever there appears in the world characl:ers 
ftrongly marked, who announce important truths and 
fix the attention of mankind, they are foon furround
cd and followed by a crowd of intriguing perfons, who 
take advantage of their difcoveries, and who, aping 
their appearance, hope to dupe the credulous public, 
and too often are fuccefsful. 

The real philofopher ought to make the mofr vigor
ous effors to detect thefe infamous cheats; he ought to 
inveigh againfi: hypocrify and illumination, when made 
a trade of, but not againfi: real illumination : For by 
ridiculing this lafl only, they are difappointed in their 
aims, they traduce what is refpecrable, and treat with 
refpecr, or pal's over in filence, thofe things which 
fhould be condemned. They give encouragement to 

. " To do jullice to Voltaire, it mufi be acknowledged, that he fome
t1mes [peaks well of the Quakers, though in a -ludicrous manner. See 
the words Quakers, and Eglife primitive in the qudlions fur j' Encyclo
ped,e • 
. + Comte de Mirebeau's Letter, on Mdfrs, Cagliofiro & Lavater, Ber

lm, 1786. 
t The famous Lord Shaftlbury has publifhed a letter againfi en

thuua~m. I have not r~ad the l;etter; but by fk.etches of it which I have 
feen, 1t appears that his pnnc1pal defign was to prevent the mi'chief 
threatened by fome fal~e prophets, who wifhed to fprcad defolation thro' 
the country, by fubJeEhng the mmds of the people. His ltttH Jhould 
have been entitled, onfalji: cnthuliafm. 
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the hypocrite, who is put on a footing with the virtuous 
man, and finds a fhelter under his protection. 

But there is, in this cafe, an infallible meth'od of 
difringuifhing the falfe from the true. Whenever one 
of thefe enlightened perfons has ambitious, interef.1:ed, 
or worldly views, you may be certain that he is only. 
a pretender to illumination, and you Jhoulcl never he
fitate to deteCt the cheat. 

Philofophy foo, h<1:s been the infirument of cheating 
in the hands of the fophifl:s. But as it would be abfurd. 
to throw on real philofophers that odium which be
longs only to the cheats who have ufurped this title to 
acquire riches or reputation, fo it would be unjuft to 
confound George Fox, Penn, Benezet and the ref.1: of 
the true Q,uakers, with the falfe, if there · are any, 
who, as you tell us, make ufe of this covering to 
conceal their vices and interefl:ed views. It would be 
unjufl: to confound the honeft Lavater with the ad-· 
venturers who make a trade of illumination and ex
tafies. 

What I now fay, is eq_ua\ly applicable to the enlight
ened Catholics-I have no doubt but Fenelon was of 
this number-That fweet anointing virtue which runs 
through his letters, could only be produced by conti
nued extafies-And who is there fo devoid of reafon 
and feeling as to fay that Fenelon was a cheat or a fool? 

Such a man would at once condemn almof'c every 
true philofopher, and efpecially Ronffean. Read this 
author's dialogues with himfelf; they feem to be writ. 
ten in another world: And a man who exif'rs in this 
world only, and has never been beyond it, could not 
have written two words of them. ' 

Were I to run over the catalogue of ancient and 
modern philofophers, there is fcan:e one of them who 
has not been enli!:rhtened, and confequently been 
looked upon as a fo~l by his cotemporarres; thts was 
Plato's cafe ; and did not Defcartes appear as a 
mad-man, when, in the public church, and prefence 
of the divinity, he confecrated himfelf by an oath to 
the defence of truth. And his pupil, the famous Mal
-ebranche1 do not all his works bear the wonderful 
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ihmp of illumination/ He was t:1e chilJ, the man of 
meditation. 

The example of thefe great men wiH be another 
proof, Gr, of what I have alread:;r demonfi_rated,. that 
this fiate, far from being dangerous to foc1ety, 1s rm 
the contrary, favourable to virtue. For where fua!I 
we find a: more difinterefl:ed character than Malle
bran'che, where a more fublime one than Rouifeau, 
where one more beneficent, or more refembling the 
divinity, than Fenelon? 

And let 1t be obferved too, that this diiinterefl:ed
nefs, this fublimity, this beneficence, were the t1atu
ral fruits of that habit of fpiritual contemplation, in 
·which man becomes ex-organifed, and ex-humani/ed, 
if I may ufo the expreffions. 

In forming a judgment of extraordinary men, I 
believe we do not pay a fofficient attention to their 
private characters; I do not mCcan, that this fl10uld 
always influecce us with regard to their opinions; 
but it fhould at leJfi teach us to be careful in paffing 
our .iudgment, and above all things, not to blacken 
their characl:ers : Their virtue fhould apologize for 
their miibkes, but genius can never be an excufe 
for vice. 

I am further of opinion, that we are too apt to 
coi1demn whatever is foreign to us, 3nd to our way 
of thinking. The courave of thofe who dare to 
Hrike out 'i-1ew paths, is n~t held in th:o efrirnation it 
deferves. The good confequences of enthufrafm, ex
dted by new ideas, is not fufficiently felt. 

Every kind of enthufiafm is attended with a rnO'ie
ment, a difplacing of the hnrnan mind, a flight be
yond the ordinary bounds. ' This is the natural 
confequence of the elements of our fpiritual princi. 
ciple, _of it's refilefs acl:ivity, of it's curiofity to know 
wh::it is true, arnl to enjoy the befr. This acrive dif
poGtior;, often leads the foul afiray into errors and 
chimer:is; but on the other hand, it often leads to 
the difcovery of ufeful truths. To Hop the conrfe 
of enthufi.afm then, by ridicule, is to lim'.t the num
ber of truths, and to circumfcrite lrnm.rn perfection. 
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But further, the caufe of tyranny is ferved by 
this kind of ridicule ; for fince there are amonrrft thefe 
truths which have been, or may be difcovered, fame 
that might prove fat~! to it; it is the intereft of ty
rants to oppofe that enthufiafm which c:mfes them to 
be_ difco:7ered, fpread and adopted. Tyrants, by pur
fumg this fyitem, would make man a mere machine. 
A Nero, were he now alive, ,vould look with terror 
upon the prefent :!1:ate of mens' minds. He would 
regard them with horror, agitated by a fccret fer
ment, continually feekinrr to cha1we their fituation, tor
mente.d with_ the weighf they feel, and endeavouring 
to free themielves from it. He would fee, with horror, 
fome launching into the regions of metaphyfics, ~nd 
there boldly hoverino- between heaven and earth · 

b ' 
others penetrated with a fenfe of the dignity of man, 
are Jhocket;l at the attempts of individuals, to degrade 
it, all moving with the fame enthuGafm, boldly main
taining their doctrines, and giving rife to difcuffions 
which tend to the public improvement. 

As tyranny is continu:illy ob(lruaing the progrefs of 
knowledge, the fimple and obfcure individual who re
fifls it, muft have ;i fupport, and none fo certain as 
enthufiafm-Armed with the inward conviction that 
he is the defender of truth, raifed above all fear, be
caufe he is continually raifed above all earthly things; 
the eqthufiaft gi?es a !hock to th1:: mind, while he him
felf remains immoveable.* 

His exifl:ence is a real benefit to the community that 
polfeifes him ; he in time makes them partakers. of his 
<;:x:alted flate. And indeed, enthufi.afm, tranfportmg the 
minds of men into a more exalted fphere, habituates 
them to a certain elevation, which they rreferve when 
they defcend into the common circle of things. The en-

-~ Uo you think," iir, that truth would long ma_intain it's ground again!l: 
tyranny, in a perfon of an iHdifferent turn of mmd? If Phalans had or
dered a Geometrician to fay that two and two made fr;e, he w.,uld cer
tainly have been obeyed. But infkad of Geometry, let us fuppofe the 
matter in queflion, to have been of a nat~re, more clofely conneckd 
with the dignity of man, and more fufceptible of enthufiafm, the tyrant 
would then have found his miftake. 
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thuliafr, the enliahtened man, have not the fame 
L::nguage nor the fume phyfiognomy as common men. 
Theirs is an heavenly language, a noble countenance, 
which moft forcibly eletl:rifies thofe who look upon it. 
Obferve the man who has frequent communion with 
himfelf and with his God-Serenity reigns on his vir. 
fage and happinefs in his. life; there is a fomething 
commanding in his looks, which feems to make you feel 
your inferiority-In his prefence vanity fhrinks, vice 
bluJhes, and feeble virtue grows Hrong. Thus, the 
real and virtuous enthufiafi, governs a whole commu
nity by his prefence, and by a firm and fieady refo/u. 
t ion. 

You, Gr, who have frudied the fecrets of magnetifm, 
and who have boldly ranked yourfelf amongfr it's defen
ders, in fpite of the academic confederacy, you mufr 
be well acquainted with the fingular effecl:s of this re

.folution, this beneficent enthufiafm, in which the whole 
fyfl:em of magnetifm confifi:s. Be no longer, then, the 
enemy of enthufiafl:s and enlightened perfons ; make a 
Jefi: of them no longer. I have but one word more to 
fay on this head : If the progrefs of George Fox and 
vVilliam Perm had been checked by ridicule, what a mif. 
fortune would it have been for mankind! The Ame
rican Indians v,;ould frill be maifacred ; the Negroes 
would frill be £laves ; the principles of eqmlity and 
their confequence, democracy, would nothave been 
fo well known, and the American revo1ution would 
not have been efl:ecl:ed : And all this is owing to the, 
fpirit of illumination and enthufiafm. 

No longer vilify the worfhip of the Q.,uakers, becaure 
yon think it gloomy and clownifh. It is fimple, 
and of confequence more refpecl:ful to the Deity. It 
turns the minds of men from idolatry, and by confi
ning them to a fiate of meditation, fixes their ferious 
attention .on the fupreme being, which is of much 
greater importance than finging his praifes by rote. 

No longe'r fpeak fo highly of the Church of Eng
!a1:d's mode of wori11ip, for the refemblance you faw 
rn 1t to an o~e~a ; for th@ fine pulpit, beautiful organ, 
h:mdfome mm1fl:er, and elegant women ; or for the 
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::greeable fonat2.s you heard fung there" Geed hea
vens l compare a church to a playhoufe ; and the eja~ 
culations of the devout m;in to the Divinity, to Italian 
fangs ! How could yon defcend to fuch puerile and in
decent comparifons? It is excufable in a child to be 
captivated by fine play-things, but how mean an opini~ 
on mufi: we entertain of the judgment and metaphy
iics of a man grown, an academician too, who calls 
himfelf a philofopher, to fee him looking after and 
admiring nothing elie in divine worfhip, but the drefo 
of the ladies and the elegant theatrical grace of a 
furplufed Perit-maitre. For what mufr be your idea 
of the Divinity, if you fuppofe that the prayers and 
homage of a handfome minifrer and well-dreffed wo
men, are more acceptable to him, than thofe of vir
tuous men, with plain clothes; or that charming fongs 
are more acceptable than good works? At .my rate, 
this fenfnal tafi:e, can only belong to the indolent and 
voluptuous deities of Epicurus, but the God of the 
philofopher is the fource of all truth and virtue. Does 
he not receive a more acceptable homage from 
thofe who feek truth by meditation, and pra8:ife 
">'irtuz, than from finging and dancing. .And is it not 
uttei·ing blafphemy againfr him, if it were poffib1e 
to !do fo, thus to fuppofe he can be v,;odhipped 
by fl:age-players and buifoons? 

I by no means charge you with making fuch con
clufions, but would-be-wits, and we:.ik minds, ·will 
draw them from your jefrs-How diverted they will 
b·e. with your curious quotation from the Deforter, 
and that comparifon between the ignorant fecl:ary and 
Montauciel, who finds in his book, words that were 
never there. But this is the true academic turn of 
mind.-Unhappy difpofition, which gives us puns and 
jefis for reafons, which leff'ens every thing that is 
great v., by the mere touch, which :thrivels up the foul, 

* This difpofition is to be met with, in many part. of your travds. 
Another palfage of the fame kind is quoted, when you are [peaking of 
the Negroes. I have jufr laid my hands on a third; it is where you are 
c,'lefcribing the famous natural Bridge, in which you fee nothing but nature 
,ndeavouring to imitate art. This is giving much the fame idea of uature, 
aathe Poet, who in defcril:>in~the ful:>lime Meteors of·the Alps, tells ns 
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lhortens the fight, and disfigures every objetl: ! I rndl: 

~tgain lament that the aut~or ~f b_ Felicite pub~iquc, 

ihould be corrupted by this ep1<lem1c rcge for wit. 

And you fuppofe, then, that you have proved to a 

demonflration, that all religious fecl:s are in an error, 

by comparing them to Montauciel, :vho could not 

fpell, and by faying, that it \VJ.s a mill10n to one, that 

he guefled right. 
·which is as much as to fay, tlnt becaufe Montau

ciel, who did not know his letters, could not read, 

fo we have no method of becoming verfed in the fci

ences ; and con:fequently, that we are not poffeffed of 

reafon, inwzi.rd feeling or confcience, tho[e three 

guides of knowledge and conduct. That, in 1·eligious 

matters, it is a million to one, that the truth is yet 

concealed, that the true religion -is yet unknown, 

and like to be fo, for there is a million of chances 

againfr it. Now is fuch a [yfl:em as this defenfible? 

Do you fuppofe that there is no fuch thing as a reli

gions truth I foch a fuppofition would make the great

en part of mankind unhappy, and place oppreffors 

wholly at their ea[e. 
Is there any more appearance of reafon, in your 

traducing the Quakers, by charging them with bloody 

difputes, and by faying that it is better to leave them 

in their e1To1· than to go to cutting throats with them? 

How is this! do the Ouakers endtavour to convince 

or gain over any one ?~And do they, when refrfied, 

wield the fwor<l, 01· light the faggoL ? You do not 

believe it ; or if you did, h1i1ory would undeceive 

you, and yet, when cafting your jokes on all the fecl:s, 

you charge them as well as the others, ,vith this 
enormity. 

There appears throLighout this paragraph, an air 

of ridiculing every religious fe.::1, as well as 'of the 

that lhe clouds rof.o like the curtain at the Theatre. And this to be fure 

is \vit! VV~ cannot lc~~n or degrade_ Nature n1orc than by comparing 

lier operotwns to the fe:ble wo, ks or men. \Ve cannot more certainly 

de!lroy the mtercihug cfiecl:, produced in feelinfs mind,, by the fight of a 

fin". londicapc, a magnd1cent lky, _or a frighLfu! cataract, than by com

l"anng thc1n to the procl.uEhons ot art. 
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wor!hip of the Deity, which weak minds will extend 
to the Deity himfelf. Oh fir, blame not a fociety 
for any thing but for their intolerance, and for 
profeffing principles which produce hatred: Bur let 
us commend them for refembling one another in be
lieving in God, and in the neceflity of divine wor
:lhip. 

Philofophers, by being too warm in their oppofi. 
tion to certain religious p\ejudices, have not yet fufli
ciently confidered the extenfive influence which a be
lief in God and a future fiate, would have on political 
conititutions: He who believes in God, can fear nobo
dy : He who believes in God, willipeak the truth bold
ly, he will defpife t0rments and death itfelf: He who 
believes. in God, will love and cherifh all mankind, he 
will, if polfible, revenge them when oppreft : He 
who believes in God, may become a Cato, a Sidney, 
a Benezet, the greatefl: and mol.1: refpecl:able of hu
man beings, but he can never become a· Crefar or 
a Sejancus. 

How firong is man when fupported, on.one han1 
by the truth, and on the other by the Deity ! He is 
then irrefiftible-Power vanilhes before him, and the 
fword menaces in vain t· 

You fmile-but look at the QJ.1akers ; defencelefs 
they have triumphed over their armed perfecutors
and thefe are the fruits of enthufiafm. 

F 

+ The Hiftmy of England abounds with raas, in ful>po1t of this alfer
tion. I lhall quote but one. Towards the latter part of th~ reign, or ra
ther the opprellive government, of Charles lld. the feft of indepen
dents appeared, who gave out, that this Prince ought .~;i be dethroned, 
becaufe he had violated his promife made to the nation, who had given 
him the Crown ; had pillaged them in every way he could devife; hacl. 
protecl:ed the Papill:s, perfecuted lhe Protelhnts; received a pcnfion from 
France, &c. Thefe complaints were well founded, but Charles chofe ra
ther to fend a regiment of men againfi thefo fec!arians, than to change his 
own condua. They fought like Enthufiafis, and Defperadoes; part of 
them were killed outright, and the remainder taken prifoners.
Their leaders were sxecuted according to cufiom; the others were pro
rnifed pardon, on condition of their crying, God fave t!,e King. About 
fifty men remained, and . not one of them would condefcend to do fo. 
They· faid they would rather die than tell an untruth, or blels a man, 
whom they detetled-and they did die, Hifrory of the Stu..rts, by Mrs, 
Macaulay, Vol. 6, Quarto Edition. 
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On the POLITICAL PRINCIPLES of the Q_UAK,EltS. 

Have you been more fuccefsful or juft, fir, in your 
attack upon th,e political or civil principles of the Q..ua. 
kers ? I think not. One of them claims the favour 
and encouragement of all fovereigns. They are eve
ry where refpecrful and obedient to government, and 
never revolt, or have recourfe to arms, whatever im
pofitions they fuffer. You do not reproach them for 
this principle of forbeannce, which, perhaps fingly, 
prevents crowds of virtuous, but brave men, from 
embracing their fyfiem ; but you are _offended, be~ 
caufe in confequence of it, they profcnbe war, and 
that military art you fo .1rdently admire. _ 

" Concealing, fay you, their indifference for tht 
publtc good, under the· appearance of religion, the:,, 
are fparing of blood, efj,ecially their own, &c." 

Thus, fir, you mifapply ·words, which ill under
ftood, beget abfurd and bloody contefts. If the dif;. 
putes of princes, or the refpecrive nationaJ pretenfi;. 
ons, often fupported with the unnecdfary effufion of 
?lood, confl:itute what you denominate pu~lic. good; 
lt mufi: be confeffed that the Q.uakers are md1flerent 
to fuch follies, and refufe tq contribute to them. 
But in refpeCt to the general benefit of fociety, that 
is to fay, the relief of difire!fed individuals, 'the affifl. 
ance of the indigent, zeal and liberality in the pro
motion of ufeful inflitutions, the Ouakers, far from 
being indifferent, are among the fi°?h to comfort and 
affifl: the unfortunate. For proof, I oppofe you to 
yourfelf, ! quote you for all you allow them to have 
done for the public good at Philadelphia, where they 
have principally planned and fopported rnanynfeful a11d 
neceffary infiitutions. For, notwithfianding they dif
courage public fpecracles, ycu will allow that they 
may promote the welfare of their fellow-citizens 
without entertaining them with an opera or a ,flag: 
p1ay. I quote that Benezet, whotn you cannot but 
efl:eem, that Mifflin, of whom M. St. John de Creve
cceur gives us fuch an amiable character that Fother
~ill, whofe life was one continued fcen~ of great .ind 
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good actions, in a word, I quote their general ernan. 
cipation of the Negroes. Where fhall we meet with 
fnch another fublime infrance of regard for the public 
good! Can you fuppofe that the reftoqition of milli
ons of wretched beings to life, to virtue, and to foci
ety ; and the abolition of the moft deteftable trade 
that ever was undertaken, a trade in human blood ! 
Can you fuppofe, I fay, that thefe are objecl:s of lefs 
importance to the public welfare than the ma:ff.,cre 
of thonfands of Englilhmen out of patriori[m ? 

Confefs, fir, that this kind of public fpir1, de
ferves the preference, and no doubt you will be con
vinced upon fcrious reflecl:ion, that the Q_uakers have 
fhewn themfelves friends to the public good, by taking 
no part as a body in the civil commotions which have 
laid wafie and dif membered the Britilh empire in the 
lall: and prefent centuries. ·what ! would you bhme 
them becaufe they did n_ot pray for the fuccefs of 
that tyrant Charles II, unco.rrecl:ed by the misfor
tunes of his father, whofe wars only ferved him for 
a pretence to rob his fubjecl:s of money to laviJh upm:i. 
his miftreffes ? For the ambitious William, who caft 
the firfi link of that oppreffive chain of national debt, 
whofe weight becomes at prefent too heavy to be 
borne ? For Ann fucceffively governed by ambitious 
or obfcure favorites, uninformed, intriguing, and a 
fi:ranger to her fubjecrs? For the abfurd difpnte about 
the Spani!h fucceflion, or that of the empire no lefs 
abfur<l and expenfive? In Jhort, would you blame 
them for not having joined with Clive to a{faffinate 
Nabobs, who had been the benefactors of his country, 
with VereH't, to hurry three millions of Indians into 
eternity by the cruel death of famine, withHafl:ings, 
to exterminate a hundred thoufand Rohillas; in Jhort, 
with all the ravages of India, to rob, fetter, maffa
cre the moll mild, virtuous and friendly people upon 
earth, 

H this mafs of national enormities, is what you 
call public good, it is not only a virtue not to flain 
our hands w_ith it ; it is a duty to avoid it-confefs, · 
fir, that foch public good is merely that of a few in
dividuals, of the rniniftry~ of the militarv, who for 
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amuf'ement or promotion, charitab1y fet people to 
mt each other's throats. But fuch public good is a 
general evil, an evil for all nations, and efpecially to 
the people, who are always oppreffed, whether con
quering or conquered. Let us then commend the 
Ouakers for their indifference to fuch nominal public 
good; let us commend them for weeping over its ca
lamitous confequences, though they never contribute 
to them, and thus uniting religion and humanity. 

They are/paring of hlood-fo much the better-Are 
there- not enough who lavilh it? Are not a million of 
bayonets at our breafts from one end of Europe to 
the other, fuflicient ? Are there not murderers 
enough? Mufi it be counted a crime in the Quakers, 
not to be found in this lift of defl:royers of the hu
man race. 

Thefe enlightened men, fully convinced that the 
bafis of univerfal happinefs is univerfal peace, and 
that war muft be utterlv renounced to introduce it, 
Convinced that preaching would be ineffecl:ual, if 
not feconded by example, and that princes woJJld 
find the means of perpetuating war as long as men 
could be hired to cut each others throats, determined 
never to ufe arms or contribute to the fupport of any 
war. They have been robbed, imprifoned, tortured 
martyred; they endured it all, and at length, over~ 
come by their conftancy, tyranny has exemptt.d them 
from military fervices, and is obliged to ufe force in 
obtaining contributions from them. And indeed what 
:fhould the Q_L1akers pay for ? To hire foldiers ? They 
would there were none. Priefl:s? they do not want 
any; they are all priefis. Magifirates? they need 
none, they have no law-fuits. 

\Vhat would become of our heroe's, if every fret 
had imbibed this anti-military fpirit; if all anathema. 
tized war ; if no AutomJ ton would fuffer himfelf to be 
trained up for the infernal tafk of murdering his bro
ther ?-What would become of th1:: ambition of con
querors, if all men, turned ~1akers, fhould firmly, 
and wi~h one wnfent, refufe to fecond their preten. 
fions w1th a mufket? 0 then l if we love the public 
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good, let us pray that this exalted feel: mayincreafe and 
fpread over the earth, or at leaft, that its humane 
principles may be every where received, then would 
that peace become univerfal*, which the Q_uakers 
have already realifed, in thofe countries where they 
a;e mo!!: numerous. Let the ambitions who figh for 
nbbands and croifes, detefi this idea; let them ridi
cule us, fufpeB: us of cowardice, and proclaim to the 
world, that we are fparing of our own blood ; it is 
better to be ridiculous, if this is fo, than to become 
the murderers of our brethren. 

It is thus, fir, you are pleafed to banter the Ona
kers; you fay they flmn war, particularly to Jiare 
their oiun blood; as if the Quaker, who ufes no wea
pons of defence, were not more expofed to danger 
than he who carries them and defends himfelf ; as if 
the angry favage would refpecl: his fcalp, or the 
European conqueror his exifience. 

No, the Quakers do not avoid fighting to fpare 
their own blood, but to fpare that of their fellowmen. 
Can you doubt it, you who have feen thell'l during 
the late war boldly venturing to fuccour their bre
thren, their countrymen, their enemies themfelves? 

. If you mil doubt their courage, look back to the 
perfecutions they have fuffered, read their martyro. 
logy ; behold them tranquil and ferene in dungeons, 
undaunted before their judges, mounting the gallows 
without terror; behold even their women, poffeffed of 
equal refolution, braving torture and defying the ex. 
ecutionert. Such courage, fir, is very different from 

* Men who are prejudiced or interefied in the exificnce of reigning 
evils, ftigmatife thofe who prrach the doctrine of univerfal peace, and 
oppofe war with the title of declaimers. Nntwithftanding, the world 1m
proves under their fumons, in the acl: of I idicu1ing them. Let the par
tilans for war, inform us, whether the pa!f10n for it is fo general, fo un
bridled in the prefent age, as it was, for inftance, in the time of the ~ru
fades. War is no longer a raging fever, it is a mere matter offpeculat1on, 
Now to have changed · he rage to ~amputation, is~ great fiep gained; 
11nd we have only to prove that war 1s a bad fpeculat10n for all partus. To 
whom i, this change of idea, owin!l", if not to the phil_ofopher~ who are 
called declaimers? The word decla1me1, like that of vijonary. 1s ufed to 
tum the man of genius into ,id,cule, w~'? fpeaks highly of the rights of 
n1en, and boldly oppofes thofe errors which the world agreed to laugh at, 
and continue. 

t I will relate one inflance-Mary Dyar, one of thofe perfons who re
turned to-Bofton1alte1 their unj>1ft banifhmenl upon pain of death, when the 
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that of the foldier in t\ie day of battle, chiefly inf pi. 
~ed by . the adventitious circumfiances wh~ch fur. 
round him, and poffefs every faculty ~f his foul. 
The confufcd difcharge of mw'ketry, and the report 
of cannon, founds which bani1h all re.fleaion, the 
,neceffity to kill or be killed, the chance of efcape, the 
looks of his comrades and of his general; the hope of 
:iaurels, and cro!fes, every thing fupports, every thing 
animates, and .impels him to what is called heroifm; 
but all this is foreign to it. 

How different is the fortitude of the individual, 
who afcends the forlfold a martyr to his religious or 
political opinions ! every thing around is agaitill him, 
or at leaft indifferent; the image of certain death be
fore him, and the apparatus of his execution. He has 
no efcape, no honors, no ribbands to expell:-deatl;\ 
:i.dvances, and he meets him without terror. 

Behold the man of true courage ! behold the he
roe ! His courage is innate, it fprings from his own 
breafi; he dies alone, fenfible of the approach of 
death. Such ~ere Ruffel, Sydney, Barnevelt, De 
Witt, &c. and all thofe Quakers who have fuffered. 
imprifonment and death in defence of their faith. · 
Now will you venture to make a jeft of their courage, 
their fingularities, or the plainnefs of their language? 

Ifthe witty, following your example, cannot be 
fatisfied without difparaging this refpell:able feel by 

fentence was patTed upon her, undauntedly replied, "the will oft he Lord 
be done;' whereupon, the judge ordered her to be taken away, and Jhe 
anfwered again, " yea, joyfully [ go.'' At the foot of the ladder, -.;here 
J.er two companioru; fuffered martyrdom, !he cried out, " thi• is to me 
•n hour of the greateft joy; no-body can conceive the {weet and refrelh
ing i~fluenc_cs of the Lord's fpirit, which I now feel.'' Ready to meet 
her dilfoJut1on, !he was refp1ted and taken back to prifo11, from whence 
(he wrote a letter. to the genera~ court, charging them with the guilt of 
mnocent bl~od, m which lh,e fa1d !he looked upon their mercy as cruelty. 
She was bamlhed a fecond ~1me, but returning to Bofton, was again con
demned to die-When the Judge repeated her fentence, !he faid, " this i.s 
no more tha~ what thoufaidft before." I am come to warn you to re
peal your u1,1nghteous laws.' If thou condemnefr me, the Lord will fend 
oth~rs of h11 fervants to Wltnefs againft them. A pardon was offered 
her if lhe would go away and defifr from preaching; {he refufed to a. 
fa, and fuffered death, · 

S6~ the before quoted artide upon the Quakers, in. my journal, 
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their fartallic ft;eers-1 repeat what I ha~ faid dt'e~ 
where, I will forgive them their epigrams, if they' 
can fay on 1:heir death-beds, with a defcenda-nt of the 
celebrated Penn, " I never did a wicked thing know
ingly." I will forgive them, if they can quit life and 
its enjoyments in the bloom of youth without regret, 
if they have the refolution, like moft Q.uakers, to 
comfort their weeping friends:......J will forgive them, if 
they praB:ifed through life, the meeknefs, probity, 
and other good qualities of the Q!Jakers. Though 
they may appear ridiculous in the eyes of a French
man, and their language tnay feem emphatic, and en
igmatical, even though they fhould hold immaterial er .. 
.rors, or infi.fl too ftrennoufly upon minmire ; what 
matter if they are virtuous? Let us fhun their weak
neifes, but imitate their good qualities, or if we can
not accompli!h both, let us facrifice our vanity to vir
tue, and be very careful how we blame. Hitherto, 
the Q1akers have been reprefented in a ridiculous. 
point of view ; both at Paris and London, they have . 
been indecently exhibited upon the ftage. An Arif. 
tophanes, has been found to facrifice Socrates to the 
public. Let the public lay afide their prejudices, 
let them fl:udy, let them fcrutinize the Qia
kers, they will find their dofuines plain, their morals 
pure, anc;l the fimp1icity of their manners perfeB:ly 
confiftent; they will find energy and fublimity in their 
character, in the rnidfi: of general feduction and the 
moft fhocking depravity. Even felfifhnefs, that uni
verfal poifon, is a vice unknown to the true Quaker. 
All Q.,uakers are his friends; his brethren-tie re
joices in their joy, he weeps for their misfortunes, he 
fupports them in their difi:refs ; his friendfnip ex
-tends to the whole human race, it is his family, and 
he delights in doing good to all its members. May 
fuch principles fpread and be imitated, and pra.clifed 
by all. But they will find no imitators until men ihall 
boldly adopt the fimplicity of the Q.,uakers, for luxury 
cannot bt humane. The income of a Crrefus will alway.s 
be_ exceeded by his expences _; the man who facrifices 
to pleafure, rarely enjoys the luxury of doing good; 
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Three gI"eatvices, or rather crimes, have.introduced 

all the evils that affii{t the earth; fuch as defpotifm, 
war, and. public or private injuilice: They are am. 
bition, covetoufnefs, and luxury-Are not the Q..ua
kers, who renounce power, free from Ambition? 
What object could infpire covetoufnefs amongfr people 
who defpifeluxmy*? This then is the feel: for thofe 
States which would banifh defpotifm, and all other po
litical crimes. It is the fell: for republics; § It is the 
feel: for monarchies ; In a word, it is the fe{t for hu
manity. Sir.ce if Q..uakerifm were univerfal, all man
kind would form but one loving and harmonious fa. 
rnily. 

And yet this is the people you calumniate ! but I 
am not fo.rprifedat it; .the Q..uakers deteft the military 
art, and you are a foldier. They undervalue what 
we call wit, and you have .difplayed your pretenfions 
to it; you are a member of the royal academy! They 
preach equality of men and :ranks, and you are a man 
of quality t. 

While I was concluding this article, indefenceof the 
Quakers, and when it was almofr printed off, a Penn
fylvanian, who fincerely efreems, becaufe he is well ac
quainted with them, and who is much concerned at 
your reflections upon them, fent me the following ob
fervations~I £hall tran{late them in their own fimple 
f!:rength, without a comment; they alone wonld have 
been fufficient to refute your affertions. 

"The reputation of this fefl: is founded' upon a mul-

" Si luxuria temperares, avaritiam 11on timercs, faid Tacitus. 
t Doctor Franklin, in his obfervations on population, publifhed ia 

1 7 s 1, jull:ly obferves, that thofr fech which unite regularity and ceco,rn. 
my y,ith !implicity of manners, iscreaf~ t.he moft rapidly, becaufe they 
furmfh them w,th the means of providing for a numernus offspring. 
This is the reafon why the Quakers are fo numerous in Pennfylvania. + Will it be believed, that thefe obfervationo upon the Quakers, as 
well as thofe upon the Ne!lroe•, to be remarked diretHy, are particu
larly noticed in tlae J<>urnal de Paris, May 21, 17 86, as two excellent 
paffages. l mull fay, to the credit of its refpeB.able compiler, Mr. 
Sautreau, that this article cannot have proceeded from his pen. He is 
too well acquainted with hiftory, and is bdides a man of too much ve
racity, to .have written fuch a pan;gyric. Nothing but ignorance, or the 
m?(l abejl:l flattery, coul~ have mduced any perfon to praife fa mmy 
t,lli'ngs, that dcfervc nothmg but blame. 
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of clainis tlpciri. an aufl:erity of manners, and f1:eadinefs 
of principle, unequalled by any other, and particu
larly upon the good they have done within this centu
ry in America.'' 

" The Britilh aB: of P:1riiament, ,vh1ch a1lows the 
fi.mple affirn1ati,m of the ~l_i.Iakers in civil cafes, ex· 
empting them from the oath which is required of 
.ill_ o!her ferl:s, is the follefi eulogium upon their 
principles, their morals, and their coni'cancy ." 

"Upon an attentivli! examina.tion of the s:onil;itutions 
of their ch1trch,~s, fchools, hof pitals and other charita· 
ble infritutions, there appears a degree of philanthro
phy that lhoul<l difarm envy and ridicule." 

" vVhat father, acquainted with their manner of 
educating the youth, would not prefer it to that of 
every other feel:.'' 

" I kno\v of no feel:, which has fo many intelligent; 
and even learned members of both fexes. The en· 

' franchifement of the Negroes, now a part of their re~ 
ligious difdpline, is one of the noblefi monuments ever 
erecl:ed to humanity." 

" Beneficence, a general characl:erifiic of the Qya
kers, Jhone with peculiar lufl:re in the good John Fo
thergill, who fpent his life in healing the fick, in af.1 
fifting and comforting the miferable. This was the 
£dl: man who thought of teaching the wretched in
habitants of the coait of Guinea to plant the fogar
cane, infl:ead of cultivating it for the whites in a 
:llrange land.*" 

G 

lf The following Anecolotes will exhibit the ¢haraHer of this benefac
tor of mankind. He had a friend at London, who depended upon a 
fmallcuracv of fifty guineas a year; for the fupport of a wife and nume
rous family. The mother and five children were feized at once by an 
epidemic d1llemper. In' this dillreffing fituation, the C11rate would not 
apply to Fothergill, bccaufe he had nothing to fee him with. Men
tioning his lituation to one of his friends, he offered to pay the fees, 
They went together to the Doctor, who refufed a fee, but vilited the 
difirelfed family, till he had effected a cu.re. . .. 

The Curate knew not how to exprefs his gratitude;. but what was.· IS 

furprize, when Fothergill, inllead, of rcceivin1; any pecurnary compenfat10n, 
prefented him with ten guineas, and delired him to apply to him when h~ 
'wanted more. 

The other Anecdote, conccrnine; the Sc.boo! at Ack worth, it is t<>o 
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" But furely calumny Jhould ceafe to perfecnte- rh~ 

~1akers, at the appearance of Anthony Benezet, 
whole whole life was confecrated to the fervice of 
his fellow creatures; humble, plain, unofientatious, 
regardlefs of ridicule, danger, or prejudice, he was 
continually employed in ferving others, rarely him. 
felf." 

"He died nniverfally regretted, in 1784. The 
citizens of Philadelphia attended his fm1eral; and up
wards of four hundred Negroes, who owed him 
their liberty, and whom he had infhucl:ed himfelf, 
bedewed his coffin with their tears. This benefacl:~ 
or of the blacks, defirous to ferve them even after 
his death, left his whole fortune for the fupport of 
the fchools he had efi:abliJhed for their infiruction, 
with a view to make them more worthy of that free
dom which had been granted them by the excellent 
law of 1780." 

" It is alfo to his zeal in part, that we are indebt
ed for the exifi:ence of the fociety lately infiituted 
for facilitating the manumiffion of the blacks, and 
proteding thofe who are, or m:iy become free." 

You knew, Sir, you converfed with this wonder
ful perfon, this angelic benefacl:or of mankind, and 
yet you ventured to traduce the Q.uakers ! Did 
11ot his fpirit confofe your imagination, while your 
pen was falfifying his brethren, thofe whom he che
rifhed and led by the hand ; did not your own heart 
alk yon, can Benezet belong to a band of rogues and 
hypocrites? Is it poffible that his noble reply 611 your 
telling him of our rich livings, of an hundred thou-

Jong to relate here; but I will give the outlines of it. This foundation is 
now very flourifhing. Fothergill fet a fubfcription on foot, and was him
fclf a principal fubfcriber, for the purchafe of the land, the buildings, 
and eighty acres of ground for its fupport. There are now three hundred 
Scholars upon this foundation; all properly boarded, cloathecd and edu
cated, for th~ foyeral profeffions they are intended to foJlow. They are 
taught morality, decency, regulanty, fubordination t" "their fuperiors, 
forbearance towards each ~her, and efpecially that habit of fileni:e and 
meditat!on fa much recommended in the ancient fchools 'of philofaphy, 
and which are ahf~lutely neceffary for the attainment of real fcience, See 
the life c,f Fotherg,11, Joy the Dollars, Hird and Elliot 
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fand_livres a y~ar "that would build a great many 
hofp1tals." Is It poffible I fay that this itfelf could 
not difarm yt,ur i:igor? It d.oes not indicate the warm 
bene_volence of one man only, it _breathes the fpirit. 
of his brethren. Such fervency is not to be found 
in a declining feet; it no longer infpires it. Bene. 
zet could not have been the member of a corrupt
ed body. His fervent charity would form too 
fl:riking a contrafi to the felfiflmefs of hypocrify. 

VINDICATION of the NEGROES. 

Firfr let me repeat your longefl: fecl:ion relative to 
that people. . . 

' Below this clafs of inhabitants, (the whites of no 
' property, in Virginia,) we mufi rank the Negroes, 
' who would be fiill more to be pitied, if their natu
, ra! infenfzbi!ity did not in .fame meafure alleviate the 
' wretchednefs infeparable from Jlavery. Seeing them 
' ill lodged, ill clothed, and often overcome with la
' bour, I concluded that their treatment had been as 
' rigorous as it is elfe~vhere. Notwithfianding I have 
'been aifured that it is very mild, compared to what 
' they foffer in the Sugar Colonies. Aud indeed one 
' does not hear habitually, as at Jamaica and St. Do
' rningo, the found of whips, and the outcries of_ the 
' wretched beings, whofe bodies are torn piece meal 
' by their ftrokes. It is becaufe the peoplct of Virginia 
~ are commonly milder than thofe of the Sugar Colonies, 
' which confi.fi chiefly of rapacious men, eager to amafa 
' fortunes, as foon as pofiible, and return to Europe, 
• The produce of their labours being alfo lefs valuable, 
'· their tafks are not fo rigorou{ly exacted, and in j uitice 
: to both, it mufl: be allowed that the Negroes them.
, felves are lefs treacherous and thievifh, than they 
• are in the Hlands: for the propagation of the black 
'fpeices being very confi.derable here, rnofl: of them 
' are born in the country, and it is remarked that 
' thefe are in general lefs depraved than chofe i~p~r~. 
'ed from Africa. Befides, we mufi do the V1rgm1~ 
' 3.ns the juf'cice to remark, that many of them treat 
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f their Negroes with a great deal of humanity, and 
' what is Jl:ill more to their hor.or, they appea,r forry 
' there are any among them, and are forever t;'!lking 
' of abolilhing flavery, a,1d falling upon fome other 
' mode of improving their lands, &c. 

'However this may be, it is fortunate that differ. 
' ent motives concur to derer mankind from exercif
~ ing fuch tyranny, at leail upon their own fpecies, if 
' we cannot fay, Hrictly fpeaking, their equals; for the 
< more we obferve the·Negroes, the more we are con· 
' vinced that the difference between us does not lie in 

' the colour alone, &c. 
' Enough upon this fubjecl:, which has not efcaped 

' the attention of the politicians and philofophers of· 
' the prefent age : I have only to apologize for 
' treating it without declaimation ; but I have al •. 
{ ways thought, that eloquence can only influence 
' the refolutions of the moment, and that every thing 
' which requires time, muft be the work of reafon. 
'i And befides, it ,vill be an eafy matter to add ten or 
' twelve pages to thefe few reflections, which may 
~ be cm:ifi(iered as a concert compofed only of prin
' cipal parts, c@n corni ad libitum.' 

Upon reading this p.ilfage attentively, I was fur .. 
prifed to find it contain a fingular mixture of contra
dicl:ory principles, and in the fame breath, the fenti .. 
timents of a philofopher and of a colonift; of an ad
vocate for the Negroes, and of their enemy. 

It is evident that as a philofopher, and a friend to 
humanity, you are inclined to alleviate the lot of the 
Negroes, and ,commend thofe who do fo; but this 
tendernefs itfelf conceals a fubtile venom that ought 
to be expofed_. For you only beitow your pity upon the 
Negroe~,. ,,~de.you owe them, if you are a philofo, 
pher, vmd1cacon and defence ; you wifh theif 
maHers to be humane; they ought to be jqft. lnfread 
of praifing fuc~ humanity, yon ought to ha\'e blamed 
them for fl:oppmg there , in Jhort, fuch a contempt 
for the . Negroes pervades this whole article, as will 
neceffanly enq:iurage th1:i,r t<mnentors to rivet thei{ 
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chains 7 Is not this contempt obfervable, for infl:ance, 
In the very firfl: period ? 

"Below this clafs of inhabitants (the meaneft 
whites of Virginia) we muft rank the Neo-roes, who 
would be frill more to be pitied, if their ":zatural in
fozfibility did not in fame meafitre alleviate the wretched
nifs infeparahle from Jlavery ." 

And who told you, 5ir, that nature had created 
the Negroes with lefs feeling than other men? do 
you judge fo becaufe they have vegetated for three cen
turies in European fetters, and at this day have not 
altogether Jhaken off the horrid yoke ? But do not 
their frequent rifings, and the cruelties they from. 
time to time retaliate .upon their mafters, give the 
lie to this natural infonGbility? for an infenfible being 
has no refentment. If he does not feel, how Jhould 
he remember ? Do you think the wretched J ndians, 
who, fince the difcovery of the new world, are bu· 
ried in the mines of Peru, are alfo naturally infenfi
ble, becaufe they fuffer patiently? 

You calumniate nature in making her grant fa. 
vours to particub,rs; in giving her a fyfrern of ine
quality among her offspring. All men are caft in 
the fame mould-The varieties which diftinguifh in
dividuals, are the fports of chance, or the refult of 
different circumftances; but the black comes into the 
the world with as much fenfibility as the white, the 
Peruvian, as the European. 

What then degrades this n,itural and moral fenfi~ 
bili ty ? 'fhe greater or lefs privation of liberty; in pro, 
portion as man lofes it, he lofes the powers of fen, 
farion ; he loofes the man; he fickens or becomes 
a brute. It is fiaverv alone which can reduce a man 
to a level with the b~ute creation, and fometimes de
prives hirn of all fenfibility ; but you blame nature, 
that kind parent, who would have us all equal, free 
and happy, for the crime of focial barbarity, and you 
pafs by this crime, to extenuate another, to. extenu~te 
the horrid torments of flavery ! Not fot1sfied with 
violating nature, by abufing her offspring, even in 
her name, you encourage !lave-holders to torment 
them. 
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Do you not arm their tyrants) ·when you tell them, 

the infenfibility of the Negroes alleviates their tor· 
ments? · 

What! becaufe greatnefs of foul raifed Sidney a. 
bove the terrors of death) the infernal Jefferies * 
vvho caufed his execution, was lefs guilty ! becaufe 
the 9-uakers appeared infenfible to infuhs, blows, or 
punifhments, they are lefs to be pitied, and it was 
:right to martyr them! A dangerous notion, whofe 
confequences I am fore you would difapprove. If 
this infenfibility with which you reproach the Ne
groes rµitigated the cruelty of their mafiers, it were 
well : but their tormentors do not wifh them not to 
feel; they would have them all feeling, for the plea. 
fore of torturing them; and their punifhments are 
increafe<l in proportion to their infenGbility. 

" S€eing the Negroes, fay you, "ill lodged, ill 
cloathed, and ofteG overcome with labour, I conclu
ded that their treatment had been as rigorous as it is 
elfewhere. N otwithfianding I have been affured 
that it is very mild, compared to what they fuffer in 
the Sugar Colonies." 

Why this comparifon, which feems to infinuate a 
jufiification of rhe Virginians? does a misfortune 
ceafe to be fuch, becaufe there is a greater elfewhere? 
VVas Cartouche lefs detefiable becaufe Brimrilliers 
had exifted before him? Let us not weaken by com
parifons the idea of criminality, nor lefi'en the atten. 
tion due to the miferable, this were to countenance 
the crime. The Negroes are ill lodged, ill clo.tthed, 
oppreffed with labour in Virginia : this is the fall:, 
this is the offence. It matters not whether they are 
worfe treated elfewhere; in whatever degree they 
are fo in Virginia, it is frill outrage and injuftice. 

And again) why are the Negroes of Virginia lefs 

~ This Jefferies was the moll infamous Chief Jufiice that ev~r exifl, 
ed m England. Charles !Id. and James lid. well acquainted with 
his talents for chicane, his debauchery and blood-thirllinefs, his bafene(s 
and his crimes, made ufe of him to exterminaLe, wiLh the fword of law, 
all thofe worthy men who defended theconllirntion from their tyranny, 

I ofte_n quote the Hiflory of England; unhappily for us it is too littk 
ki,own m France, 
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cruelly treated? Humanity is not the motive, it is b~ .. 
caufe covetoufnefscannot obtain fo much from their la
bours, as ia the Sugar lflands. Was it otherwife they 
would be facrificed to it here, as well as tbere • 

- how can we praife fuch forced humanity ? how, 0 ~ 

the_ contrary, not give vent to all the indignation, 
which mufl: naturally arife in every feeling mind? 

"And to do jufl:ice to both, you add, if the Vir
ginians are not fo fevere, it is becaufe the Negroes 
themfelves are lefs treacherous and thieviih than in 
the iflands, becaufe the propagation of the black fpe
cies being very confiderable here, moft of the Ne .. 
groes are born in the country, and it is remarked, 
that thefe are in general lefs depraved than thofe 
imported from Africa." , 

Here is a ftrange confufion of caufes and effects, 
and a ftrange abufe of words. Firfl: let us clear up 
the facts. Here are fome valuable ones for the caufo 
of the Negroes. 

You fay they are not fo thievilh in Virginia, pro
pagate faf!:er, and are lefs depraved :. Why ? Becauf~ 
they are lefs cruelly treated-Here is the caufe ·and 
the effect, you have mi!1aken one for the other. 

We mufl: conclude from this fact, that if the Vir
ginians were no longer fevere, and ihould treat the 
blacks like, fellow-creutures, they would not be more 
vicious than their white fervants. 

The degree of oppreilion is the meafure of what 
is improperly called the vicioufnefs of the Daves.
The more cruel their tyrants, the more treacherous, 
villainous and cruel are the Daves in return-Can 
we wonder that Macronius fhould affailinate his ma
fter Tiberius ? This vicioufnefs is a puniihment that 
heaven inflia:s upon tyranny. 

Can the efforts of a !lave for the recovery of his 
liberty, be denominated vicious or criminal? From 
the moment you violate the laws of nature, in regard 
to them, why Jhould not they ihake them off in their 
relative duties to you? You rob them of their liberty, 
and you would not have them fteal your gold! You 
whip and cruelly torment them, and expect them not 



to htuggie for deliverance ! You alfaffinate theni eve. 
ry day, and expect them not to aff affina te you once ! 
You call your outrages, rights, and the courage which 
repulfes them, a crime ! What a confofion of ideas! 
what horrid logic! 

And you, Gr, a humane philofopher ! are acceJL'lry 
to this injufiice, by defcribing the blacks in the fry le of 
a dealer in human flelh ! l'. ou call what are no more 
than natural confequences of the compreilion of the 
fpring of liberty-treachery, theft and depravation ,:, . 
But can a natural confequence be criminal? Remove 
the caufe, or is it not the only crime? 

For my part, fir, I firmly believe, that the barba
rities committed by the Negroes, not merely againil 
their mailers, but even againfl:others, will be attribut
ed at the bar of eternal jufbce, to the Have-holders, 
2nd thofe infamous perfons employed in the Guinea 
trade. I firmly believe, that ,no human jufrice has 
the right of putting a Negro flave to death for any 
crime whatever, becaufe not being free, he is not 
fui juris, and :fhould be regarded as a .child or 
an idiot, being almoil always under the lalh. I be
lieve that the real criminal, the caufe of the crime, 
is the man who firfl: feized him, fold him, or enflaved 
him-And if ever I fhould fall under the knife of an 
unhappy runa,vay, I would not refent it upon him, 
but upon thofe white men who keep blacks in flavery. 
I wouli tell them, your cruelty towards your Negroes, 
h:is endangered my life-they execrate you, they 
take me for a tyrant becanfe I am white like you, and 
the vengeance due to your crimes has fallen upon me, 

God forbid, however, that I Jhould undertake to 
encourage the blacks to take up arms againfl: their 

* Mofl authors who have not deeply fl:udied the rights of men, fall into 
this error. I have remarked elfewbere [Vol. IL of the Joum. du 
Licee, no. 4, page 222,) that a writer, wlio notwithfl:anding, def,rves our 
ell:eem, for having wntten againll: the defpotifm of the Turkilh 5o
vernment, has fuffered himfelf to be drawn into it. M. le Barnn de 
Tott fays, that the Moldavians are thievifn, mean, and faithlefs. To 
tranllate thefe words into the language of truth, w~ mull: fay, the Turks, 
the mall:e1·s of the Moldavians, are unjull:, robbers, villains, and tyraRts; 
and that the Moldavians revenge themfdves by oppofing deceit to op
preflion, &c. Thus, the people are almoll: every where wrongfully ac
cufed, 
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'mafiers ! God forbid, however, that I lhould uncle!'" 
take to ju{bfy the exceffes to which their refentments 
have fometimes hu:ried thell!, and which have often 
fallen on pe~fons ,who were not acceffary to their 
wretchednefs l The ilavery under which they groan 
muft be abolifhed by peaceable means; and thanks t~ 
the acl:ive fpirit of benevolence which animates the 
Q..uakers, the pious undertakin'g is already becrun. 
In moft of the United States of America, the ;oke 
has been taken from their necks; in others the Gui
nea-trade has been prohibited. Societies have been 
formed both at Paris and London, to collect and cir
~ulate information upon this interefling fobjecr, to 
induce the European governments to put a fl:op to 
the Negro trade, and provide for their gradu.al eman
cipation in the Weft-India iilands : No doubt fuccefs 
will crown their views, an<l the friends of liberty will 
enjoy the fatisfac1:ion of communicating its bleiffings 
to the blacks. 

But the blacks muft wait for the happy moment that 
faall refiore them to c.ivil life, in filenc& and in peace; 
they rnllfi: rely upon the unwearied diligence and 2.eal 
of the numerous writers who advocate their caufe~ 
and the efforts of the humane to frcond their endea
vours; they muft {hive to juftify and fupport the argu
ments that are adduced in their favour, by difplaying 
virtue in the very. bofom of flavery ; they mufl: en. 
deavour, in a word, to render themfelves worthy of 
liberty, that they may know how to ufo it when it 
Jhair be refl:ored to them ; for liberty i tfelf is fome
times a burthen, when flavery has ftupified, the foul. 

Such blacks, therefore, as are fo inconfidera te as 
to be concerned in infurreEtions, are guilty of retard• 
ing the execution of the general plan for their eman, 
cipation; for the queftion is not, at the prefent day, 
whether a million of' flaves ought to be fet at Iiberty1 

but whether they can when free, be put into a capa
city of providing for the fobfifience of themfelves 
and their families. lnforreEtions, far from effeCting 
this purpofe, would de!lroy the means. Regard, 
therefore, to their own i::1terefl:s, if there were no 

H 
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other motive, ihould therefore engage the blacks to 
patient fubmiffion, and no doubt but they will yield it, 
if their mafiers and the minifl:ers of the gofpel in 
particular, to whoi;n the tafk of comforting and in
ftrucl:ing them, is committed, endeavour to prepare 
them for approaching freedom. 

You :Gr, have adopted the vulgar ,notion, that the 
Negroes born in Virginia, are lefs depraved than thofe 
imported from Afri!!a. You call the firmnefs which is 
common in the early ftages of their flavery, greater 
degeneracy ; they are depraved, that is, in your lan
guage-they are wicked and treacherous to thole who 
have purchafed them, or brought them from their 
ovv"n country-But in my mind, they are not depra. 
ved, becaufe the acl:s of violence their genius in
fpires them to revenge themfelves upon their tyrants, 
are jufiified by the rights of nature. 

And why are thofe imported, more wicked in your 
opinion? In mine, more quick, more ardent in their 
refontments ? becaufe, not having forgotten their 
former fituation, they feel their lofs the more fenfibly; 
and having !1rong ideas, their refolutions are more firm 
and their acrions more violent, they not having yet 
contracted the habits of flavery. 

They foon fall into that degree of apathy and in
fenfibility, which you unjuilly believe to be natural 
to them ; that is, in your language, they become lefs 
depraved ; bu~ I would fay that their depravity begins 
with this apathy and weaknefs-For depravity is the 
1ofs of nature, and the want of thofe virtues inhe
rent in man, cour~ge and the love of liberty. Our 
rea.ders may judge from this article, how firangely 
writers have wrefl:ed words to condemn thefe unhap
py Negroes, and the unfortunate in general. 

I do not, however, pretend to fay, that the Ne
groes of Africa are all good, or even that many of 
them are not depraved. But is this foct ttJ be impu
ted to them as a perfonal crime? Ouo·ht you not ra
ther to have afcribed it to the foreign fu11rce by which 
they are corrupted. Alike in them and in the whites, 
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the depravity of man is a confequence of hii wretched
nefs, and the ufurpation of his rights. \Vhe'rever 
he is free and at eafe, he is good; wherever the con
trary, he is wicked. Neither his nature nor the cli
mate corrupt him, but the government of his coun
try. Now that of the Negroes is almofl: univerfally 
defpotic, fuch as mufl: neceffarily debafe and corrupt 
the Negro. 

How much is the depravity, occafioned by the o-o
vernment of his country, encreafed by his fecind 
:fla very, far worfe than the firfc-for he is no lono-e1· 
among friends in his native land-furrounded by ~he 
pleafing foenes of his childhood, he is among monfters 
who are going to live by, and trade in his blood, and 

_ has nothing before his eyes but death, or oppreffion 
equivalent to an endlefs punifhment. 

How is it poilible fuch horrid profpecrs Jhould not 
fire his foul? How, if chance fhould prefent him with 
arms and liberty, fhonld he refift ufi.ng them, to put 
an end to his own exifl:ence, or that of his torment
ors? What white man would be lefs cruel in his fitu. 
ation ? Truly I think myfelf of a humane difpofition, 
that I love my fellow-creatures and deteft the effufion 
of blood ; but if ever a villain, white or black, ihould 
fnatch me from my freedom, my family, andrn'yfriendsi 
:fhould overwhelm me with outrages and blows, to gra
tify his caprice, fhould extend his barbarities to my 
wife and children-My blood boils at the thought
perhaps in a tranfport of revenge ~, ,t * t!i ;~ ,i * · 
If fuch vengeance would be lawful in me, what makes 
the Negro more guilty ? Why Jhould that be called 
wickednefs and depravity in him, which would be 
ftiied virtue in me, in you, in every white man? 
Are not my rights the fame as his? Is not natur(;l 
our common parent? God his father as well as miner 
His confcience an infallible guide as well as mine ? 
Let us then no longer make other laws for the blackli 
than thofe we are bound by ourfelves, fince Heaven has 
placed them on a level with us, has made them like us, 
fince they are our brethren and our fellow-creatur.es, 

Here you Hop me, you fay that the Negro i.s not our 
fel!ow-creait:r~J th.at he is ¢elaw the wh.ite, 
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How cou1d fo ihocking an opinion efcape the pe~ 
pf a member of the Royal Academy, a writer who 
would be thought a friend of mankind! 

Do not you fee tqe ·tormencors of St. Domingo, 
avail themfelves ofit already, redo.ubling their i1:rokes, 
ancl 1~egarding their {!aves as mere ·machines, like the 
Cartefi.ans do the brutes) They are not our fellow-crea. 
tures will rhey fay : a philofopher of Paris has proved it. 

What ! th::: blacks not our equals! Have not they 
eyes, ears, a Jhape, and organs like ours? Does na, 
ture follow another order, other laws for them?
Eave not they fpeecp., that peculiar chara..:l:ei;iflic of 
humanity ! But then the colour ! What of that? Are 
the pale white Albinos, the olive or copper coloured 
Indians alfo of different fpecies ! Who does not know 
that colour is accidental. They are not our equals! 
Ha.ve not they the fame faculties-reafon, memory, 
imagination ? Yes, you reply, but they have written 
no books. Who told you fo ! Who ~old you there 
were no learned blacks? And fuppofi.ng it were fo, 
if none but amhors ~re men, th,e whole hnman race 
is different from us. 
. Shall I teli ygu why tpere are no authors or men, 
of learning among the Negroes? What has made 
you what you are I Educati9n and circumfiances !
Now where an, the Negroes favoured by either? 
Confider then1 wherever t~ey are t9 be fou,nd-In. 
Africa, wretchedly en!laved by domefl:ic tyrants; in 
9ur iflands perpqual marty.rs; in the fouthern Uni. 
ted States, the n.1eanefr of Daves; in the northern, 
r,lo'Ileflics; in Europe, u~iverfally q::mtemned, every 
where profcrihed, like the Jews; in a word; every 
where in a ftate of debafement. 
. I have been told that there are blacks of propertx 
w the northern parts of America ; but thefe, like tfe 
other fettlers, are no more than fenfible farmers or 
traders-There are no authors amoncr them, becaufe 
there are few rich and idle people in America*. 

* There was however, a Negro author at London, whofe productions· 
are not without_ rncnt, and were lately publilhed in two volumes-His 
n<>ne was Tgnamis Sancho--He wrnt~ i,-, the maDner of Stern~. 
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vVhat fpring of a..:l:ion could .raife a Negro from 
his debafed condition? the road to glory and honor 
is impaffible to him: 'What then fhould he write for? 
Befrdes, the blacks have reafon to detefl: the fciences, 
for their oppreffors cultivate them but they do not 
make them better. 

Shall we fay that the Indians or Ar.tbs are not 
our equals, becaufe they defpife both our arts and our 
fciences? or the Q..uakers, becaufe they neither re
fpetl: academies nor wits ? 

In fhort, if you will deny the Negroes fouls, ener'
gy, fenfrbility, gratitude or beneficence, I oppofe 
you to yourfelf, I might quote your own anecdote of 
Mr. Langdon's Negro, and abundance of other well 
known facts in favour of the blacks. You may find 
fome firiking ones in the Abbe Raynals' philofophi
cal hifl:ory. · One of them would have been fufficient. 
The Negroe who .killed himfelf when his maiter who 
had injured him was in his power, was fuperior to 
Epictetus, and the ex:iftence of a fingle Negro of fo 
fublime a character, ennobles all his kind. 

But how could you judge whether the blacks were 
different from the whites, who faw them only in a 
ftate of flavery and wretchednefs? Do we e!l:imate 
beauty by the figure of a Laplander? magnanimity 
by the foul of a courtier? or intelligence by the ftu-
pidity of an Efquimaux ? ' 

If the traces of humanity were fo much weakened 
and effaced in the Negroes, that you did not recog
nize them, T conclude not that they do not belong to , 
our fpecies, but that they muft have been cruelly tor
mented to reduce them to this frate of degeneracy. 
I do not conciude that they are not men, but that 
the Europeans who kidnap the blacks, are not wor
thy of the name. 

You confider what precautions it may be neceil:,ry 
to take to avoid the danger which might attend a ge
:µeral emancipation of the Negroes, 

I !hall not now enter into a difcuffion of this nice 
queftion, but referve it for another work : yet I mnfl: 
fay in a word) that the Negroes will never be our 
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friends, will n<:;ver be men, until they are poffeiTed of 
all our rights, until we are upon an equality. Civil 
liberty is the boundary between good and evil, order 
and diforder, happinefs and mifery, ignorance and 
knowledge. If we would make the Negroes worthy 
of us, we muft raife them to our lewel by giving them 
this liberty. 

Thus, the chief inconvenience you expetl: will fol
lo')V the ernancip~tion of the Negroes, may be avoid
ed ;- that although free, they will remam a difl:incl: 
fpecies, a diitinct and dangerous body. 

This objection will vanifu when we intermix with 
them, and boldly efface every diftinB:ion. Unlefs this 
is the cafe, I forefee torrents of blood fpHt and the 
earth difputed between the whites and blacks, as 
America was between the Eu,ropeans and Savages. 

Perhaps, and it is no extravagant idea-perhaps it 
might be more prudent, more humane, to fend the 
blacks back again to their native country, fettle them 
there, encourage their indufrry, and affifl: them to 
form connecl:ions with Europe and America. The cele
brated docl:or Fothergill conceived this plan, and the 
fociety for the abolition of ilavery, at London, have 
carried it into execution at Sierra Leona. Time and 
perfeverance, will difcover the policy and utility of 
this fettlement. If it fuould fucceed, the blacks will 
quit America infenfibly, and Sierra Leona become 
the centre from whence gene.al civilization will f pre ad 
over all Africa. 

Perhaps, fir, you will place thefe thoughts upon the 
Negroes with thofe declamations you are pleafed to 
ridicule-; But what is the epithet of declaimer to me, 
if I am right, if I make an impreffion upon my read
ers, if I dart remorfe into the breail: of a fingle flave
holder ; in a word, if I contribute to accelerate the 
general impulf.e toward liberty. 

You difapprove the application of eloquence to this 
f?bjecl:; you think nothing can affecl: it but the exer
tions of cool reafon. vVhat is eloquence but the lan
gu::ige of reafon and fenfibility? When man is op
preffed, he firuggles, he complains, he moves our 
paffions, and bears down all oppofition. Such eloqm:nce 



c;ii1 perform wonders, and Jhould be employed by 
thofe who undertake to plead the caufe of the unfortu
nate who fpend their days in continual agony, or he will 
make no impreffion-I do not conceive how any man 
can difplay wit inflead of feeling, upon this diflracting 
fubjecr, amufe with an antithefis, inilead of for,ible 
.reafoning, and only dazzle where he ought to warm. 
I have no conception how a fenfible and thinking being, 
can fee a fellow-creature tortured and torn to pieces, 
perhaps his poor wife bathed in tears, with a wretched 
infant fucking her furiveled breaft at his fide ; I fay I 
have no conception how he can behold fuch a fightt 
with indifference; how, unagonized and unconvulfed 
with rage and indignation, he can have the barbarity 
to defcend to jefting ! N otwithftanding, your obferva
tions upon the Negroes, wnclude with a jefi. 

" It will be an eaf y ma"tter, fay you, to add ten 
or twelve pages to thefe few reflections, which may 
be confidered as a concert, compofed only of princi
pal parts, " con corni ad libiturn." 

I hope there is nothing cruel, becaufe there is no
thing :11:udied in this connecl:ion, this inconfiderate 
manner : but how could fuch a comparifon come into 
the head of a man of feeling ? It is the fad effect of 
wit, as I faid before; it contracts the foul. Ever 
glancing over agreeablf.) objecl:s, it is unfeeling when 
intruded upon by wretchednefs-uneafy to obliterat~ 
the fhocking idea, and eludy the groans of nature, it 
rids itfelf of both by a jefl:. The humane Benezet 
would never have connected this idea of harmony 
with the found of a Negro driver's whip. 

Having proved that you have wronged the Q.uak
crs and the Negroes, I Jhall proceed to fhew that 
you have equally injured mankind and the people. 

VrnnrcATION of MANKIND, and of the PEOPLE, 

I might quote feveral pa!fages on this fubjefr, but 
the following, whii;;h is one of the moft firiking, will 
be fofficient, After giving a defcription of an Iri!h. 



man, who had treated you with a .good dinner, ybrl 
proceed. 

'He was polite and attentive, and his wife, a de. 
' li'cate, pretty woman, had nothing of the peafant 
' in her air or manners; for the Virginian, though in 
'the midfi: of the woods, and c.ares·of a country life, 
' bears no refemblance to the European Peafant-He 
' is univerfally a free man, who has his fl1are in 
' the government, and poffiffes Jome Negroflaves; fo 
' that he enjoys the double title of Citizen and Mafier; 
' in which ref peel: he is quite on_ a footing with the 
' generality of thofe who compofed that order-which 
' was called the People in the ancient republics, a Peo
' ple very different from thofe of the prefent day ; but 
' who have been very improperly confounded in all 
' thofe trijC/ing declamations, wherein our would-be philo
' Jophical writers, by not making a proper dii'dm'hon 
' between ancient and modern times, have mifl:aken 
' the word People for Mankind in general; and have 
' really been liberal in their praifes to tyrants, when 
' they meant to defend the caufe of humanity : num. 
' berlefs are the opinions which require correction ! 
' numberlefs are the-words, whofe proper meaning is 
' yet undefined ! The favourite phrafe of the dig
, nity of man, has long been made ufe of; and 
'yet this dignity of man is merely comparative; if applied 
' to individuals, it depends on the rank they hold in 
' life. Thus, the inferior fration of the common 
'people, gives dignity to the nobility, that of the 
'fiave to the freeman, and that of the blacks to the 
'whites. 

' If we apply it in a general fenfe, it will make men 
' tyrannical and cruel to the animal creation; and thus, 
'by defl:roying univerfal beneficence, will counteract 
' the order and defigns of nature~-On what founda· 
' tion then ihall reafon, freed from fophifirv and de
, clamation, fix her feat ? On an equality ~f rights, 
'on the general good, which is to'predominate over 
' every thing elfe ; on the good of individu;als as united 
' with the good of the whole; and on that order info. 
' ciety, as abfolutely nece1lary as the fymmetry of a 



~ bee-hive, &c.-lf thefe fentiments are unfavourable 
' to eloquence, we fhall lofe nothing by it; for a good 
' fyftem of morality is certainly preferable to an ele~ 
' gant one :j: .' 

And fo, fir, you think the people of the prefent 
day, are a very different fet of beings from the peo
ple of old times, and of confequence, more difpofed 
to and fit for flavery-And yon blame our philofo
phers too, for pl,ltting the people of our day more 
on a level with thofe of antiquity, and for alferting, 
that the only difference between them, is owing to 
the government they live nnder-Y our conclufions, 
though not avowed, are, that the people of the pre
fent day are to be kept in a fiate of the feverefl: 
thraldorn-for yon affert that their vices and follies 
are more numerous, and that their depravity is irre
mediable. 

Now, I maintain, that thefe fentiments are falfe 
and detrimental to the people, whom you have thus tra.. 
duced.. You have already had my creed on this head. 
I believe that men receive their characl:er, almofr en. 
tirely f1;orn the nature of the government they live 
under-And that liberty exalts, while the want of ~t 
hafiens their degeneracy. I believe that the ignorant 
Barbarian flave, who .receives his exiftence on ~he 
banks of the Bofphoms, would have been an enlight
ened republican, had he been born at Philadelphia. 
I Jhall not affront you by bringing proofs in fupport 
of my affertinns : They are proved by the hi:f'cory of 
every nation in the world, and who can be fuppofed 
better acquainted with hifl:ory than the author of la. 
Felicite Publique? 

We may conclude then, that there is no more 
natural diftincl:ion between the ancients and mo
derns, than there is between the whites and the 
blacks; and that thofe which do exifc, are mernly ac
cidental-Tranfp,ort the government of Athens to 
Confl:antinople, and thofe very Turk~ who now 

I 
t Voyage en Amerique, Vot 2, Page 46. The mi~e is prepared, th. 

,o,nbqftibles are all ready, pothrng but the !park 1, wantrni\:. 
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appear fo like barb:i.rians, would equal the Atheni'ans. 
in valour, patriotifm and knowledge. Liberty would 
animate thefe machines. 

Ceafe then to vilify the people of the prefent day; 
drive them not to a Hate of <lefperation ; but rather 
try to encourage them, by i11owing them that their 
frate of degradation is O\ving to a caufc which may 
be removed; and that\,:hen it is, they will become men. 

I muft confefs, I do not rightly underfl:and your 
mea11ing, when you fay, that the defenders of the 
People of our days, have been liberal of their praifes 
to tyrants; this is faying, that Locke, Sidney, Price, 
Rouffoau, Helvetius and Raynal, have commended 
:them; for thefe writers too, have unfortunately been 
of opinion, that the People of modern times will be 
quite on a footing with the ancients, when they fhall 
be placed in the fame fituation. 

But I can clearly fee, that your fyfiem is far more 
favourable to the real oppreifors of mankind ; for by 
teaching them to confider the people of the prefent, 
times as unworthy of liberty, and incapable of en
joying it; that the reople, ;md mankind in general 
are daily degenerating, and will continue to do fo, 
even if the caufe of their degeneracy were removed-, 
I fay, by teaching fuch pretended trµths as thefe, 
you encourage their oppreifors tp contin1,1e their fer. 
vitnde. 

But your (yftem is utterly falfe ; the revolution of 
America ha$ clearly proved it to be fo: for the chief 
aEl:ors of this revplution, are the defcendants of En~ 
glilhmen, (who were oppreifed by the Stuarts,) or of 
German flaves, . 

You think to exalt the Americans by puttinR" them 
on a level with the Greeks and Romans: f~r my 
part, I ·think them vafily fuperior to thofe ancient 
nations ; But I- do not mea11 to prove my affertion 
a_t p~·efent-I Jhall now content myfelf withjufl men
t10111ng my fentiments on this head; and on a future 
ticcafion demonfirate, that the men of the prefcnt age, 
fo far from 1--,aving- deo-enerated, will be fuperior to 
~heir yredeceilort wh~n placed in a more favour?bk· 
Htuat10n. 
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After having decried the peopll'! of the prefent age, 
)'ou go on to vilify mankind, and the dignity of man, 
i.vhich you look upon as merely comparative, and of 
courfe, you reckon up the different degrees of the 
dignity of man., According to your ideas oh this 
fubject, we have one or two hundred kinds of dignity 
in Europe, fuch as the dignity of a Duke, of a Baron, 
of a Marquis, of a Bailly, &c. &c. What abufe of 
words! and what an abominable fyfiem is here con
cealed-'--How can you, who are a philofopher, belieye 
in the natural dignity of a nob.leman above a plebei
an, of a freeman above a Have, or of a white-man 
above a black? How could it efcape you, that thefe 
different degrees of dignities, ..,,, ere but fo many 
degrees of injufl:ice and ufurpation? How could you 
maintain the firfr, after having read in the different con
ftitutions of America, that al! men are horn free, equal, 
and independenlt; and after having offered to Jhed 
your blood in defence of fuch principles ? Yon \yill 
fcarcely maintain that they are not univerfalty true; 
for furely no magic can make any principle true, on 
the banks of the Delaware, and falfe on the Seine 
-I know that thefe prejudices about difiincl:ions 
fl:ill fubfift in Europe ; but how very unbecoming is it 
for a philofopher to be led away by prejudices, and 
to go fo far, as to add new force to them by his wri
tings, 

And how could you make mention of the names of 
Plebeian andPatrician-thofe fatal diil:incl:ions, which 
brought on all the misfortunes and commotions 6t 
the Roman republic; difiincl:ions, which involved 
Rome in perpetual wars, that were favourable to 
ariftocratic power ; which infpired her with th~ 
lufl: of conquefl:, and hurried her on to a defpotic go
vernment? If Rome had been acquainted with, and.. 
had adopted that natural and facred equality which 
the Americans have made one of the piilars of their 

t Rumbold had declared on the Scaffold, in 1684, before the time of the 
American Legillators, that uolefs providtnce bad c1 eatcd fome men, 
with faddles on their back,, and others with J.qotsand fpurs to ride them, 
Ile would never believe in an inequality. Mrs. Macaulay's hillery, Vi;,!. 7• 
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confritution~, bet exifl:ence would certainly have heert 
of a mrn::h longer duration. It was with a yievv to 
thefe principles, that I juil novv faid, the Americans 
Were foperior to the Romans. , . 
, The dignity of the freeman, compared with that of 
the ilave, has at firfi: fight, fomething more plauG
ble in it; and yet it is a mere chimera : For by na. 
ture they both poffefs an equal degree of dignity; 
their natural rights are the fame-.Sla very may de
prive a man of the nfe of his rights and dignity, but 
it cannot deprive him of his r;tle to them. The free
m:in fhould efieem himfelf happy in being fo, but he 
fhould at the fame time, fympathize with his fellow. 
creatures who are in flavery, and not entertain any 
ideas of felf-fuperiority. Th.e rriean flave who glories 
in his fituation, is the only proper object of contempt, 

But what can you mean by that firange· kind of 
dignity which you have invented to raifo the whites 
above the blacks? W h:it title is there to be found for 
this dignity anJ fuperiority? Vvhat author has men. 
tioned it? Have not the blacks on the coafl: of Gui
nea, who are robbed of their gold dufi:, their gums, 
and their children, by European pilferers, as c,ood a 
reafon for arrogating to themfelves a dignity ~nd a 
fuperiority over the whites ? 

Away, fit, with thefe contracl:ed ideas of dignity 
and inequality; they are fat more likely than that 
general or fpecific dignity which you find fault with, 
to infpire men with fentin1ents of tyranny and cru
elty towards their fellow-creatures. Thei anfwer 
no ocher end, but that of perpetuating continental, 
natioml, civil and perfonal animofities; and of ten
dering the earth the fcene of eternal difcotd and 
blood-ihed. For the antiquity of this inequality, cai1 
be of no force in deptivi1w us of our rights or of 

r . o 
~ur ientnncn.ts., It _prevents no one from being fen-
{1ble, that he 1s, oy birth, equal to the man who enjoys 
the moil elevated fiation ; it prevents no one from 
detefhng, according to his feelings, the man who vi
olates this equality, by ruining or debafing his fellow~ 
creatures. 
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This is no ne,': doB:rine-Rou:lf~au had t:mght if., 

;rnd Locke and Sidney had taught 1t before him : It 
was their opinion alfo, that the wars and crimes of 
man_kind were owing to this inequality, this compa
rative dignity \vhich you are fo liberal in your prait
es ?f, which you cherifh and deify, under the appel
lation of order and fymetry-you, the noble charnpi7 
on for equality amongft the Americans ! And yet, you 
who have drawn your fword iu fupport of the digni
ty of men, are ignorant of the meaning of the term ! 
tead over, once more, the fi.ri1 fecl:ion of the con
ftitution of Pennfylvania; ycu will there find a clear 
and fublime definition of this term, which now ap
pears to you fo obfcure and indeterminate; and which 
you blame the philofophers for having made an 
impropfr ufe of. 

The dignity of man confii1s in his liberty, in his 
equality of nghts, in his independence, in the power 
he poffeffes, of being fubjea to no laws, but thofe 
which are made by his own confent; in the controul 
whith he exercifes over thofe to whom he has dele
gated authority. The dignity of man confrfl:s,, more
over, in the perfect developement of his moral and 
intellectual faculties, in his efforts to difo,ver, and 
promulgate truth-It confifl:s, in a word, in great 
ideas, in a Jleady and determined refolution. The mere 
man of the world,· who is from his very infancy fur. 
rounded by narrow prejudices, and appearances, 
which he is continually obliged to give up to, who is 
always converfant with men of confined fentiments, 
and void of refolution; the mere man of the world, 
I fay, poJTeifes not this dignity;- I do not mean to 
affirm that this principle has not been implanted in 
his breaft, or that it cannot expand itfelf when a fa
vourable opportunity offers; but when fuppreifed, 
it lancruiilies and withers-It is revivified by medita
tion, by the electrifying pow""r of vigorous minds, by. 
holding converfe with the mighty dead, by continual
'ly fiudying thofe hifi:ories, which afford the r.oble 
fpecr.ide of an iiidividu;i.l oppofini:; a tyrant. All thefe 
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fopport~ afl:.:.orded to inan, fill his mind with exalted 

.fentirnents, impel him to the purfuit of noble objecrs, 
and determine him boldly to refolve on performing 
every thing that is good and fublime. Having thus 
explained to you the theory of wh1tt I mean by the 
dignity of man, I fhall Jhew you, by a few examples, 
where it has been realized.-A Hampden, fuffer; 
ing imprifonment, rather than pay an illegal tax ; 
A Sidney, afcending the fcaffold * with compofure; 
A Locke, unfolding his ideas on civil government; 
A Rouffeau, writing his facial contract ; A Franklin., 
undergoing his examinatioi1 ,vith wifdom and firm
nefs, before the Britilh Parliament; A Warren, 
breathing his hfr in the caufe of liberty, at Bunker's 
Hill; A Burke, profecuting the defrroyer of the Ro· 
follas and the Tyrant of the Indies-'-Thefe are 
great examples, and illuftrious monuments, of the 
dignity of man; if you cam1ot perceive it in fuch ex
amples, I pity you-There are thofe who will rea
dily difcover it, men, who have not loft the fenfe of 
their primitive greatnefs, and of their rights. The 
Engliih nation, but more certainly the Americans, 
will eafily difcover it; numbers of them undoubtedly 
will figh on reading this inconfiderate attack of yours 
againil: the dignity of man: They will naturally en
quire, why you went to America, fince yoti do not 
believe in the dignity of \nan ; fince you are only for 
comparative dignities, which they are either unac
quainted with, or hold in contempt; and finally, fince 
you are for an inequality of rank, which they have 
excluded, from a belief of their being the fortrce of 
all political evils. · · 

This is not the only paffage, wherein you difcover 
yom contempt for the People; it is rnanifefr elfe
where. For infl:ance, yon defcribe the People of 
Pennfylvania, as being more inclined to anarchy, than 
dem_ocracy.. I J~1all not now attempt to difcufs the 
motives which d1fcated this reflell:ion upon the inha-

*. I have frequei:tly quoted this cekbrated writer; to form a juO: id,:a 
ef his ments, it ·•.11! be necelfary to ftud y his works with care, an<l. t• 
read Mrs. Macaulay's account of his death, 
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bitants of Penntylvania, ,vho appear to me to have in 
part realized the !<lea of as perfect a dern;cracy, as it 
1s poffible to conce1 ve, although perhaps it is too re fin-

. ed for the prefent ftate of things. This is certain, 
that the word anarchy, has been heretofore greatly 
abufed. But I referve my fentiments on this abufe 
of words, for anoi:her work. 

I hav~ finilhed the unpleafing talk I impofed upon· 
myfelf, In the beginning of this letter. I think I 
have proved, tl:iat you have calumniated the" Q.uakers, 
the Negroes, the People and Mankind. 
. I ought perhaps to extend my obfervations to 

the other numerous errots contained in your tra
vels ; they muft be dangerous under the fancrion of 
your name. None of them are uninterefl:ing: but I 
was not made for a critic, it is too pamful an occupa
tion for me. I ihall therefore confine myfelf to a 
few remarks upon fame of your fentiments, and fuch 
f1necdotes as appeared mofi: i1:riking. 

To begin with your opinion on the art of war. 
You have principally applied yourfelf to a defcripti
on of the different engagements which have effefred 
the American revolution. You think thefe defcrip
tions ufeful for military men, that they will be par
ticularly fo to thofe of America; and by the complai
fance with which you treat the fnbjecl:, we perceive 
that it is your favourite art, and that you believe it 
very neceffary to fociety, efpecially in a republic. 

I am entirely of a different opinion, .and indepen
dent of the uncertamty, and inutility of fuch defcrip
tions, * I feriouHy believe that the military art tends 
to the advancement of ariftocracy, and confequent
ly ought to be baniihed from republics. I will 
not enter into thofe declamations, with which 
philofophers are reproached, when they write upon 
~t, and ihall advance nothing but well attefted facl:s, 

" Madhal Villars held fuch plans and defcriptions very cheap. To 
form a perfecl:'judgment, he would fay, we mull fee with our own eyeso 
On being advifed at court, to overflow the country, to fecure the 
fort of Kell, he expreifed himfelf as follows': It (oohs very well upon paper, 
Zl!hm we may lay what we plcafe umder water with aj/roke of l~e br'!fk, Vic
~u Marefchal de Villar,, Vol, 1 ~ 



The moment you make war a profeffion, y<,n eel'! • 
.ftiitute a body of men who are confrantly engaged ia 
it, fiudy it, teach it, and confequently forfake com
merce and agriculture; they mufi: therefore bt 
maintained by their fellow citizens. 

Thofe who poffefs this art, will employ it to ac. 
quire fame or wealth, they .confequently defir.3, and 
foment hofiilities : but republics ought to fhun war, 
.md efpecially the fpirit of it. 

If this art is not employed abroad, it ,vill be at 
home. 

As the military form ~ difiinB: body, they think 
themfelves fuperior to their fellow-citic:ens, efpeci~ 
ally thofe who are peaceable. Prejudices encreafe; 
it renders fome infolent, and debafes others. 

The military art diminifhes true courage. It is t8. 

nations what fencing is to individuals. It fupplies the 
place of true courage, but does not infpire it. Now 
republics mufi: defend themfelves from foreign at, 
tacks with coura<Te. 
Vfhen men fha ll be thoroughly infpired with the love 

of liberty, and :iccuHomed to exercife it in its full ex
tent, they wiil poife ;s a fi_Jirit no military art can fub. 
due. The man who exclaims I will die or be free, has n~ 
mailer; the n:ltion thJ.t repeats it, is no longer en
flaved. A ronqueror might maffacre them all, but 
he could not make himfelf mafter of a fingle individual. 
Such courage does not need the fupport of art er 
fortifications*, It can fupport i tfelf. . 

The real firength of a republic, depends upon the 
infoperable a·Llad1ment of its members. to.liberty and 
their rights. Po!leffing this, the republican· repels 
every attack, he foon learns this military art, he har
raffes and overcomes all his enemies : vVitnefs many 
of the A,nerican generals, wh-0fe virtues and abilities 
you acknowledge. The greateft part of them had ne
•.;er handled a mufquet; they had been merchants, far-

"'. See _an excellent letter of Mr. de la Clos, upon the boalled utility of 
fortifications, ad<lreifed to the academy on occafion of the cu]oo·iul'll. 
of Vauban, ' · " 
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'mers, phy:Gcians, book-fellers. Witne[s \Varren 
Knox, Morgan, Greene, an'd the infamous Arnold: 
whofe talents ihould have ornamented the foul of a 
patriot. And no wonder that republicans fo fpeedily 
acquire military ikill. The prefervation of their li
berties engages every faculty ; a more powerful in
centive than the pay of mercenaries, or even the 
difiincl:ions of European armies. This is the reafon 
th:H one or two ye:.rs experience, and two or three 
defeats, inJlrucl: republicans more than twenty or 
thirty years [pent in the fervice of other govern-
mentst. , 

Animated by the love of liberty, republican foldi
ers are more patient, and bear fatigue better than hi
red troops. \Vitnefs your own commendations of 
the American foldiers, who always fought braveJy, 
although ill paid, ill provided for, ill cloathed, and 
unaccufl:omed to the bufinefs. You allow that they 
foon learned to ferve: the artillery, that their bar
racks were of the befl: confrrucl:ion, that they were 
brave, &c. &c. &c. \Vhat produced thefe wonders? 
The love of liberty. Vvhile they preferve it, they 
will have nothing to fear, and the military art will 
be ufelefs to them. 

They will do well to remember the battles you de
fcribe, not to ftudy the plans or circumfiance£ of them, 
but as fplendid monuments erected to liberty. If 
they are ever obliged to reaffume their arms, the 
fame genius will infpir~ them without this fl:udy. 

In a word, every individual of a republic, ihould 
be brave, Jhould be a foldier, by birth .the defender 
of his country; but nonG: ihould be fo by profef. 
fion. 

Republics have no more need of ftanding armies, 
than of magiftratcs, or reprefentatives for life; which 
introduce war and corruption, with defpotifm in 
their train. 

K 
+ While we praife the Americans i:or their gallant def;nce ofliberty; 

we muft not forget to pay the fame tnbute to the p.atnot1c lrdour of our 
e>wn counlrymen. . 
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You, Sir, no doubt think differently, you love w:ir, 
and boafi: that it is the paffion of our countrymen: We 
love war you cry with an air of triumph ; fo much 
the wo;fe · I fee no re;ifon to boafl: of difeafe : 
The real ~rofperity of France ·will depend upon 
the abatement of this paffion for war. 

You alfo compliment us on another account, lefs 
fatal perhaps, but of dangerous influence upon our 
manners and conftitntions; I mean the taHe for ridi
cule, for which you are a warm advocate, and lavilh 
it u.pon every thing : You think good epigrams are 
made no where but in France, and a Frenchman' ne
ver foffers himfelf to be outdone in this point, fo 
much the worfe ; Afia has produced the beil: fabu
liil:s. 

All our great wits have repeated from Horace, 
that ridicule 1s an excellent weapon. Ridiculum acre 
magnas plerumgne fecat res. But Horace wrote un
der Auguflus-Let me give you my reafons for hating 
and profcribing ridicule : _ 

Ridicule accuil:oms us to laugh at abufes 'which 
ought to excite indignation; it produces nothing but 
a volatile fenfation, which paffes .off without any du
rable exertions to remove the evil : The epigram is 
foon forgotten, but the complaint remains. 

It is othenvife with a grave people, accuflomed to 
ref1ection :n forming a judgment of things: When a 
writer has demonfl:rated to foch a pec,ple, the exifl:~ 
ence and effects of a public evil; convinced and alarm
ed, they intereft themfelves in it, and the crovern-
ment perceives and corrects its errort. b 

To reform a people therefore, they mufl: be reclaim. 
ed from the rage for ridicule, and brought back to 
cool reafonir.g. Ridicule is a rattle to amufe children. 

+ To perceive the difference between the effecl:s of ric.icule and rali
onal enthufiafm, we need only cempare the times of la Ligue and la 
Fron de, 111 our ow~ country, wi: h the revolutions of 1650 and 1688, in 
England: Our fattrc_s were excellem. La Menipee appeared, and Blot 

_ ;md M_angnv_ cn_tcrtarned all France, at the expence of Mazarine: but 
Mazanne ma111ta1md his ground, rhe Engli!h lefs facetious, obtained the 
famous Bill. of R1gl1ts which !ecured perfon,d liberty, the freecl,0111 of the 
prefs, the nght of re_prcfcntation, &,;. 
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What is a nation in a ftate of infancy ? Nothing : For 

fliame, let us no longer compliment ourfelves upon 
our fono-s and our ballads. 

b I 

You feem to regret that the tafie for thefe th:na-s 
abates, that we are no longer fo jocofe, fo epio-ram~
tic. This is ro regret that the empire of reaf~n has 
commenced. 

You regret that our converfation begins to grow 
dull from being too rational; for you think we are the 
only people who know how to converfe. Why this 
infult to all nations and to truth! Can it be faid that 
we know how to converfe in France, where it is cuf. 
tomary to liil:en to nothing,and men of parts efpecially, 
thinking themfelves above infl:rucl:ion, indulge their 
own ideas, without attending to yours! What is con
verfation? It ought to be a means of conrndl:ing man
kind, of informing the judgment and humanizing the 
heart. But are thefe the objects of a French conver
fation? Do we,infl:rud, nay' <lo we even amufe one 
another? vVe merely glance upon our fubjecl:s. From 
the weather to a criticifm upon the opera, from the 
opera to a battle, from the battle to a cap, &c: If 
you regret that this fnblii1ie fl:yle of amufing and in
ftrucl:ive converfation declines, you mufl: pardon me 
for not joining you" But do not think me lefs a friend 
to my countrymen than yourfelf, who appear to flat
ter them. I belie\'e that they polfefs the feeds of eve
ry virtue, and that their expanilon depends upon 
themfdves ; while you give them nothing but the 
art of punning : * which of us honors them mofl:? 
In like manner intending to c6rrpliment our French 
women you traduce them in the following de!c:rip
tion; t 'not a motion without grace, no grace without 
' expreffion-The wiD1 to pleafe perfecl:s and perpetu
, ates the means of pleaiing, and nature is rather af
, fified than thwarted by art, not being ahcmdoned to the 

* It is aparently to prove yourfelf a µ;ood Frenchman, that you 
have dealt out puns and witicifrns with fuch a liberal hand; informin.<1; 
us for inflance that our Phyricians are no Grecians; that Simiticre (which 
for the fake of a pun, you rnifpell Cimetiere) is rather ti,e name ol a Doctor 
than a Painter; and defcribe a converfation with the popular chief, Adam&, 
in the contemptuous light of private affiguation. &c., 

:j: Vol. ~, Page 97, 



e cares of dome/lie life, nor wojfed by contiiwal rhildbectr
' ing.' That is to fay plainly, that you compli
ment our countrywomen, upon being no longer good 
mothers or good houfewives, and not fcrupling to 
defrroy their pouerity for the fake of preferving an 
elegant fh2pe, and pleafing their unmarried gallants. 
Shocking thought! what mufi theAmericans think ofour 
morals and of our women, at leafl: in Paris (for this is 

· only a view of the capital) when they read your tra· 
vels, Jhould 11.ny of them be weak enough to be fe. 
duced by this licentious language, or tempted to fa. 
crifice to the fame defires? Heaven preferve thofe re
publicans from fuch depravity! 

Perhaps, and it is to be hoped, that the fa tires upon 
the Americans, and their chafie partners, with which 
your book abounds, will operate as an antidote to the 
pleafing venom it contains. Satires, you will fay. Yes, 
ca.fl: your eye over the following lift, which compre
hends but a very iinall part of them. 

You reprefent the American women, as being lit
tle accufiomed to give themfelves any trouble, an . .l 
indifferent about every thing, except fipping their 
tea, and keeping the houfe clean. Let the reader 
compare this picture, with that of their virtues, drawn 
by St.John de Crevecreur, who has lived fo long in 
America, and he may judge how much you wrono-them. 

Your informing them in another place, th~t you 
did not think any of them handfome, or that they 
danced ill, is a piece of rndenefs that French urbani
ty Jhould have forbidden. 

But your fatiric vein flows moft freely, when you 
bring an old or homely woman upon the fiage. With 
what glaring colours you paint Mrs.--and the la
dy you openly expofe by a farcafm, upon her taHe 
for liberty, not even fuppreiling the initials of her 
na~1e, leafi: the ~low fl10uld- mifs: Could you fup
pofe that fuch affected myftery could conceal her in a 
city of but twenty thonfand inhabitants, in which 
the circle of ladies who ufe white and red mu.fl: be 

' very contracted. 
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_ You pr;ife none of them, except it 1s for. imi;a· 
ting the levity and frivoloufoefs of our French wo
men, or becaufe fhe intends to introduce the fafhions 
at Philadelphia, and produce a revolution in the tafie 
of the toilette, of greater importance you fay, than 
that already effeB:ed in politics. 

You treat the men with as little ceremony: you charge 
them openly with formality, pedantry, ingratimde, 
hypocrify, and even roguery. Their flightefi: defects 
could not efcape your obferving eye. Here a fcho
lar addreifes you in French, and yon do not anf wer 
him in Englii11, not to rob him of the pleafui-e of dif
playing what he knows. There you ridicule the di
re.:l:or of a ball, upon the folemn air, with which he 
exercifes his office; or a refpe[bble governor, to 
whom you give all the pedantry of a republican, a 
Barnevelt, or a Heinfrus. Heaven grant our petit 
maitres foch pedantry and fuch virtues, aml they will· 
at Jeafl: refemble men. In another place, you fow 
the feeds of difcord between the different citizens, 
by reprefenti11g, that fame of the Americans call the 
Dutch thick-Jkulls, and make them the butt of their 
ridicule. 

Thus perhaps your book will give rife to jealoufy 
and ill- will. 

Nor mufl: I forget the ridicule you cafl: upon fome 
of thofe religious republicans for faying grace. 

Why make a jefr of relirrion, before people who 
reverence it ? Recollell:, th:t the fettlement of Ame
rica was owing to religious entlrnfiafrn, which ha., 
given her the character of firmnefs that fl:ill exifl:s, 
and to which her prefent liberty is to be afcribed. 
Recollect, that the Atheifis fided with Charles Ild. i
an<l flattered him ; while the Puritans did honour 
to human nature, but their voluntary exile. 

What mu1t we think of thofe diffolute prind· 

* I do not ,.n to infor however that all Atheifh are partifalli o.f 
.-crpotifm. 



dples, which you endeavour to excufe,. by apologiz
ing for yourfelf, in the aifair of the American Girl, 
a tale you fhould have fuppreifed in refpecl: to mora
lity, and the peace of the unhappy woman. But 
the pen drops from my hand, and I can follow you no 
longer, for it feems to me that your epigrammatic 
conceits have caufed you to forget the refpecl: due to 
frrangers, to allies, to friends, to good people who 
gave you a friendly welcome, and vied with each o. 
ther to entertain you. 
If your travels containedinformatiou,1etthem be made 

public : But muft it be publithed to the whole univerfe 
if you chanced to meet with an inkeeper who had loft 
an eye or was hump-backed? Have you forgotten 
thatevery thing which may tend to humble an indivi
dual unneceifarily and undefervedly, ought to be con
cealed, and this is always the cafe with natural de
fects ? that filence is a duty in {hangers, whofe ridi
cule may make a lafl:ing impreffion? Have you forgot
ten the ref peel: that every writer owes to his readers? 
Can the faults or vices of private individuals interefl: 
the public ? or the intelligence that fueh a one loves 
grog, is very tedious, or a grea~ boafier? and that 
fuch a woman is old or ugly, &c. ? What conclufi. 
ons can be drawn from fuch wretched anecdotes ? 
Shall we conclude like the German, who defcribed 
all the women of Blois to be red haired and ill-tem
pered, becaufe his hofcefs was fo. 

If fuch circumfbrnces cannot be generalized they 
are not worth notice : for every private fact, 
which will not admit of general inferences relatinrr to 
hiftory, manners or cuil:oms, is ufelefs, and ourrh~ to 

b 
be fuppreifed. Before a traveller publiJhes his ob-
fervations, he ought to be fully impreifcd with the 
thou_ght which Phedrus has expreifed in the followinrr 
adage, nifi utile efl quad facimus flulta efl zloria: Thu~ 
after riding over a vaft extent of country,* and feeing 

"' This appe~rs to have been the fole objecl: of your Travels. You fay 
no lefs yourfelt, Vol II. pa lie 1, Tni, to the rejolution I had form,d in my 
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a g:eat m~ny ~en and a great m_any things. To form 
an interefhng p1cl:ure of them, we nmfi rerrefent what 
may be ufeful to the public.§ On this principle two 
thirds of.your travels might be retrenched, and the 
remainder would be lefs imperfect. In juftice to fuch 
of my countrymen who have read your travels I rnufl: 
fay, that yonr book has made the fame impreffi.ons 
upon them that it has upon myfelf, and no doubt the 
Americans will be pleafed to hear it : I therefore 
protett in their names againll rhofe inferences, which 
might be drawn from it upon our national characl:e1·. 
The Americans may believe me when I affure them 
that many of the brave Frenchmen who have defend
their caafe, have the higheH: efl:eem for their confl:itu
tions, their manners and their cufl:oms; that they are 
generally efteemed in France; and that our different, 
habits have not prevented us from perceiving the foll 
value of their fimplicity and innocence. They may 
refl: affured, that many of our countrymen who 
may have the fatisfacl:ion of vifiting them in fu_ 
ture, will be very capable of fiudying their confi-itu
tion, and improving by their manners, without betray
ing the confidence of hofpitality. 

Perhaps, fir, you will complain of the feverity of 
my cenfure, and the apparent harfhnefs of this exa
mination. It is fevere I allow : but fnch is my difpo
fition that I can neither dif guife'* my feelings nor ex
prefa them with indifference, 

1hild-hood to negleEl no opportunity ef Jaing as much ef the world as I poJ!ibly 
could. €3c. 

~ Travellers are not fo cautious as they llrnuld be, in the publi!hing 
their obfervations: For one that is jult, there are ofter. one hundred falfe. 
]ndeed, it is impoffibk to examine a nation at a fingle glance. Long 
acquaintance is neceffary lo qualify for a fdithful defcrip:i,,n, To catch 
a feature in riding pnll, is co run a rilk of drawing a portrait without a 
"trace of the original. 

* I do not love diF,;uifcs even in delicate points-There are fame au
thors who have gained the reputa, ion of boldnefs, by flipping a few po
litira] truths into their works, whic 1 have ekaped cenlme, by paffing 
unobfnved. But it fecms to me tl1at thefe direct methods betray their 

I 
pufillanimity, and are at once a difgracc tD the writer, who facrifi~es 
truth to fear, the age and the co,1nny, wiiich are thought not to be ripe 
euou~h to have it: and th: ad.minitlr;:ition, .w~1ich .has _no.t ~1rtue enough 
to fu!fer it; they tend to rnfpne other wnters with t1m1d1ty, and the 
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I know that feverity is reckoned a fort of crime a

mong us in the prefent age, wherein falfe politenefs 
is fubfl:ituted in the place of bonefi freedom, that is to 
fay a ihadow for the fubfl:ance. I mufl therefore j ufl:i
fy my bluntnefs. It may poffibly tend to remove thofe 
prejudices which difcourage the invefl:igation and re. 
tard the progrefs of truth in our country. 

vVhen one writer has attacked another with warmth, 
we are apt to exclaim: vVhy fo fevere? He might 
have been treated with decency at leaft. 

This national di.flike to feverity is a proof that vice 
preponderates and characler is lifl. Every individual 
capitulates more or !efs with the duties of his fration, 
and bartershis moral obligations for titles or penfions, 
and every one, confcious of his own mifconduc:t, and re· 
cognizing fome features of hi1nfelf in the portrait of 
the weak or the guilty man, expofed to public view, 
inclines to indulgence, becaufe he fl:ands in need of it 
himfelf ; and joins to perfecnte the nervous writer b@
caufe he is a itranger to the fpirit by which he is ac
tuated ; for innocence itfelf is an offence to the guilty. 

I make no doubt that when Cicero uttered his thun
dering orations againfl: Catiline, there were forne fena
tors weak enough to advife him to moderation; perhaps 
in the pufillanimous adage, we muf! not give offence. 
Falfe maxim ! Gentlenefs has ever been the ruin of indi
viduals as well as communities. Bad men have made 
but too much advantage of the indulgence of virtue : 
For which reafon I think that a virtuous man ought tei 
be uniformly fevere ,that his character Jhould be H:rong. 
ly marked, and boldly expreffed, that he Jhould never 
,~eaken his fentiments, or affect a dangerous rnodera· 
t10n : truth demands, and the general good ;·equires it. 

\V riters, above all men, fl1onlJ obferve this line of 
conduct, to render themfelves worthy of the taik of 
inftru{ting mankind ; for how can they expect the 
confidence of their fellow-citizens, if they conclefcend 

effect of recent and 11:riking facts is defl:royed by there means. In the 
prefent age, ~hen RoI,t/feau, Price, and Helvetius are in every body's 
lnands, there 1s 1:1~ necef!ity for difguiling truths which fuiuc i;i every 
pefe pf t!Jm wntmgs. 
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to .iccommod.ite their principles to circumfl:ances, or 
compromife with the enemies of the community ? They
cannot, their influence is jullly forfeited. It isfaid they 
only play their parts, and the wicked l'emain as before. 

This decided character, now quite lofl: among o r 
writers, was univerfal, duri.1g the fixceenth and fe. 
venteenth centuries. The civil diffentions, which 
then divided the citizens into parties, and impreffed 
them with peculiar characrers, influenced the writers of 
thofe times : Each was a

1
ttached to a party, and treat

ed its opponents with rigor. And this was not with
out its ufe : for the apprehenfion of a fevere cenfure, 
obliged them to be juH: and accnrate. The prefent 
gentlenefs of cenfure, has been the ruin ,of fcience. 

In this re(pecr I confefs myfelf much better pleaf
ed with the manner in v1hich Saumaife and Pttau, 
Bayle and Jurieu, treated each other, than with the in
offenfive f~tires and hypocritical compliments: fo com
mon in our academies, and modern pamphlets. 

It may be objected that abufe proves nothin@:. I 
grant it; but it ferves to unmaik a character. vVhat 
is proved by our perfidious compliments, our cutting
ironies, and our Italics efpecially? Mere malice with
out any of that franknefs which might palliate its ma
lignity. 

Beiides, abufe is too often applied to that boldnefs 
of feature, wherein the man of virtue is obliged to 
paint the villain. What! Jhall Locke or Sidney, re• 
foting the do-.:1:rines of the cleteftable Filmer, be re
quired to treat him with delicacy and. tendernefs ~ No : 
living or dead, let infamy brand the villain. 

Such a chara.:'cer as thefe two great men poffelfed, 
can never be concealed ; it will appear in the phy
fiognqiny' the gefl:ures, the fpeech, the writings of its 
poffdfor. Men of cooler tempers, ftrive to difcou
ragc it, by fiarting difficulties in its way, and the 
friends of the party fecond their endeavours from 
pnide:itial confiderations ; but if it is deeply rooted,Qp
pofition only forces it to expand itfelf, which is a happi
nefs for the public, as well as for the individual who 
iJ> fo irrongly organized. He poffeffes in himfrlf an 

L 



Jmple recompenfo for every inconvenience to \\ hid, 
it may fubjecl: him. Such a one, like the philofo
phcrs of 2.ntiquity, ought to confult his fecret geni· 

. us upon every occafion. It is the nymph of Numa, 
· the demon of Socl:ates, and the fpiritual light of the 

Ouakcrs. He ought to lifien to it, with unceafing 
wention, and fpeak when it infpires. * Its infpira
tions never, decieve thofe whofe primary object is the 
public good, nor can they fail of general utility. 

'IVith fuch a character, it is impoffible to be a cool 
fpect:ator of fcenes th<it Jhock every feeling of hu-. 
m:mity, or remain unmoved at the fight of general 
calar.1ity and injurcice. 

The generality of our writers preferve their mo• 
deration amidfr the[e fbocking fcenes: They treat 
even criminals and opprdfors, with civility and ten
dernefs, hecrn(e they have neithe,: fpirit, nor charact
er. t Shall I tell you the reafon of this? Independ· 
ent of other general caufes, it may be attributed to 
their way of life. Confider how a great character 
is formed, and then cafi your eye upon the life of 
one of opr writers. 

A nervous character, is the refolt of a natural eleva
tion of fcntiment, an habitual indignation at the fight 

'' Great men who arc invariably animated by a fpirit of this kind, have: 
always had caufe to repent, when they have neglected to pay implicit 
o.bedience to its impulfes. Hampden, the friend of Sidney, being ac
cukd of the fam7 cnrne, at firn chofc to [hare his fate ; but impelled by . 
the preffrng folic1tat10ns of his lnenC:s, he confented to cafi hirnfelf upon 
the king's mercy, and faved his life at the expence of a puniiliment 
worfe than death itldf: for he reproached hirnfelf for his weaknels, all 
the refi of his life, and at lafl put an end to his mifery by fuicide. 

+ NotwithI'car.ding, we mull do juflice to fome late writers who have 
boldly defended the rights of mankind. This geoerous zeal has 
prnetrated even to the bar, and the.prefent year has given rife to fpirited 
n1emonais, 1n favour of oppreffed innocence. Their authors not con
fining thcmfelves to the defence of their clients, have extended their ob
fervations to general Eberty, the focial compact, the duties of govern
me11t, the fanlts of m101flers and the mifconduct of inferiors, who are al
ways more obdurate artd oppreffivc, than their mailers. Some of the 
rnofl. remarkable of thefe me:11orials are thofe of M. Thilorier, that jull: 
punlifhed by M, Lacretdle, m favour of the unfortunate Comte de San
~is, and thole in.i:,articular, :vrittcn by my refolute and intrepid friend, 
M. Ber~affe, a~amll: the villa.ms wh" loav, f• loni; perfecuted M. Kura• 
1nann .. 



of oppreffion, :rnul frequent meditation, which tends 
to preferve the foul from the external caufes of o-e-

b 

neral lethargy and decay; in a word, it is the refolt 
of a man's confl:ant communion with his own heart 
or ·with fuperior objects. 

But how rare are thefe habits! can fuch meditati
on be enjoyed amidfc the hurry and diilipation of a 
metropolis: yet here our geniufes are fent to receive 
that poli{h which is often fatal to every bold and 
original quality. Here they coni1e8: themfelves in 
focieties, communicate indifcriminately witl1 each 
other, or with men of v,reaker minds, and th.us de
bafe themfelves. Interefl: or habit, accufiom them 
to praife whatever they meet with in thefe focieties, 
and fo the public is deceived. Is it worth while to 
undeceive it r .AJl mufl: live---and to live in peac.e, 
muft avoid giving offence. Upon this principle, li
berty, charac'.1:er, and independence, are foon loft, and 
thecaufe of truth is ferved only as it foits convenience. 

Perhaps you will fay that all this has been in print 
twenty times before-granted ; it has been twen
ty times true, is now fo for the twenty-~rll time, 
and is fl:ill neceffary to be repeated, for the evil re
mains unreformed. It may alfo be affirmed, that truth, 
virtue and reformation, are only to be expeEted from 
the man who.devotes himfelf to folitude and obfcurity. 
Elevated ideas, bold refolutions, in a word, great 
characte-rs ar,e formed in folitude; and what can be 
expected from fuch a man, but feverity of cenfore) 
which, notwithftanding, is by no means incompatible 
with kindnefs or urbanity. Authors fuould be friendly 
when they meet, Jhould cherifu and affift each other 
in cafes pf neceility, and be:fl:ow their arplaufes when 
merited ; but they fhould alfo openly, candidly and 
vigoroully, oppofe each other, when wrong. Thns 
Price and Prid'dy, Kirwan and Cavendifh, now treat 
each other in England. They are friends as far 
;i.s is confiH:ent with truth. Thus t,he patriot J~bb, 
treated the celebrated Charles Fox. Although inti
mately connected ,vith him in private life, he warmly 
eppofed him in his writings, and in 211 publicafiemblie~, 



Thefe are the examples I propo(ed to my(elf for 
imitation. \Vhenever opportunity offered, I have 
paid a juft tri\-,nte of dteem to your ufeful treatife 
de la Felicite Publique; I cannot therefore be fuf. 
petted of prejudice in this reply to your fa tires upon 
the Q.uakers, the Negroes, and the dignity of 
man. They excited concern and indignation in 
my breafl: l have expreffed what I felt ; if the 
warmth of my feelings has fometimes hurried me too 
far, afcribe it to the importanc;e of the object ; but 
do not fufpect me of a wilh to offend yon : it always 
was and always will be far from my intention. 

Notwithfl:anding, I have freely cenfured fuch part£ 
of your travels as appeared to me to deferve blame; 
or lead to defrructive conl'equences, I am not the lefa 
inclined to do juil:ice to your in terefiing enquiries, and 
your juil: e, comiums upon thofe celebrated charac
ters who have contributed to reil:ore the freedom of 
America. Is there a Gngle Frenchman, or Ame. 
rican, who will not review with fatisfaEtion the 
portraits of \V afhingtont, the learned J efferfon, 
and that gallant youth whom you fo jufl:ly defcribe 
as the hope of our nation, fpes aft,:ra Rom£, whofe 
name will never be fepa,rated from that of his friend 
and father \V afhington, in the annals of the United 
States. Thefe paffages and fome others aim oft 
equally interefiing which relate to the American ge
nerals, together ,vith your anecdotes of the revolu
tion, fh-ipped of the idle tales, fcandalous ilories, 
epigrams, puns, and mifl:aken notions, would form a 
volume of valuable materials for the hifl:ory of the 
United States. No doubt the friends of liberty and 
humanity will join me in encouraging you to prefent 
them with fuch a work : Ex fumo dare lucem-this 
is now incumbent upon you, and would be ufeful to 
the p~blic, as well as honorable to yourfelf. 

PARIS, July rfl, 1786 . 

. t Yet I am forrv to ,:emark, even in this pafTage, fomething fa flu, 
~he~ and formal, that 1t muft damp the enthuliafm which it ou1:;l1t t• 
lnfpire. 
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P O S T C R I P '.(. 

I H A D jufi: finiJhed this letter, when a friend 
hand_ed me the review of your travels, which ap~ 

peared m the Mercun: of the fidl: of July. 
The following paffage in which the Quakers are 

mentioned, ftruck me particularly : " A converfa
tion with one Mr. Benezet leads the author to fpeak: 
of the QJtakers. Some think he has not done them 
juftice. We alfo doubt whether his reprbaches mav 
be generally deferved by them. The religious princi
ples of thefe people do not infpire them with bad mo
rals, befides it appears improbable tha~ theirs fhould 
differ from thofe of their fellow-citizens, &c, &c.'' 

I do not know the writer of this article. Whoe
ver he was, it is aftoni{bing that he fhould take the 
liberty to fpeak in this contemptuous ftyle of Mr. 
Benezet and the Q_,uakers. He could not be ignorant 
that the article one before a proper name is never fo 
;tpplied in our language but to men of contemptible 
rharacl:ers: he could not be ignorant, that the expreffi~ 
on thefe people, is infulting, and blends a body of valua
ble men with what we call the vulgar : Ifhe was not 
ignorant, how dared this journalift to make ufe 
of fuch expreffioµs, to defcribe an individual and a, 
fociety who are equally refpecl:able ? Where is the: 
man in all Europe, of whatever rank or birth, who. 
is equal to Benez,;t? who is not obliged to ref peel: 
him? How long will auth9rs fuffer thernfelves to be 
!hackled by the prejudices of fociety? WiH they n.e
ver·perceive that nature has created all men. equal
that wifrlom and virtue· are the only real criterion of 
fuperiority? Now who was more virtuous than Be-' 
nezet ? who more ufeful to fociety, to mankmd ? 
What author, ~hat. great man, will ever be follow
ed to his grave by four hundred Negroes, fnat~hed, 
by his own affiduity, his own generofity, from igno
rance, wretchednefs, and i1avery? \Vho, then, has a, 
right to fpeak haughtily of this benefactor o~ men ? 

\Vith refpe3:, to the Q..uakers, after havmg conft~ 
tiered the abftralt h,er.e g}ven, of their religious, mor.aJ 
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:md political principles, it muil: excit/ indignaticm, to 
hear them defcribed under the contemptuous appel
lation of thofe people. Shall nothing be honored but 
titles, rank, or fplen<lor ~ and will authors always 
confpire with the favourers of ariftocracy, to place the 
modeft and fimple virtues below titles, to which they 
.i.re infinitely fuperior? On looking over what you 
fay againfl: the Qyakers, I' fee with concern that you 
have not only ufed a like expreffion of contempt 
yourfelf when [peaking of Benezet, but that you 
have even affected to thee and .thou him in conver
fation. Permit me to ma:ke a remark upon this fubjecr, 
'I\ hich efcaped me. before : It is a principle of the 
Qlrakers, to reject thofe ceremonious expreili.ons, 
which have been invented by vanity or meannefs. 
They cannot fee any natural difference in their fellow -
creatures, fufficient to authorize a 'difcincl:ion in th1eir 
addrefa or deportment toward each other. The prac .. 
tice of faying you to a fingle perfon, appears to them 
falfe :md abfurd. Whether they are right or wrong, 
in this refpecl:, it is equally certain, that plain lan
guage c,mnot be rude in them. They ufe it among 
themfelve,, whatever relation they bear to each other: 
they ufe it to every body. But it does not follow, that 
thofe who are not of their feet, who have not their 
principles, or way of thinking, fhould fpeak in the 
f~me Hyle to them. It would not only be very im
polite to· do fo, but a mifplaced familiarity: )'.et plain, 
language is not a mark of familiarity in the Ouakers. 
Without departing from the.ir thee and thou, they are 
careful to acknowledge the refpecl: due to merit, to 
age, and to authority; and are decently refrrved in 
their. addrefs to :flrangers. They kn'ow what good 
breeding requires, and are pleafed with refpeQ
ful treatment as well as the refi of the world : 
for they are at no lofs to account for the affected 
plainnefs of thofe whofe manners and principles 
are not -confifient with fuch behaviour. It mult 
appear to them either a mifplaced familiarity 
or the miHake of ignorance, which being unable tp 
comprehend the motive of their cufl:oms, thinks to 
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fiatce1· them by a ccnformity to one of the leaft hn, 
portance. Or indeed ( as is rnofi: commonly the cafe) 
froll1 that contracted felf-love which is mortified by fuch 
blnntnefs, although ;tis univerfaland without ref pell: of 
perfons. Ina word, they are fenfible that plainnefs of 
fpeech is not contemptuous in them, but that it is fo in 
other people, unlefs dic1a ted by friendJ11ip or confangui
nity. There is anot!1er abfurdity, fir, in this review: its 
author doubts the jufl:ic~ of your charges againf'c the· 
Qyakers, becaufe, fays he, their religious principles d& 
n0t in/pire them with bad morals. As if any religious 
principles infpired bad morals !-as if all tne mem
bers of a fea mull neceJfarily be honefl men, becaufe 
its principles are good !-as if there had never been 
,my Proteflant or Catholic rogues, becaufe Protef. 
tant or Catholic principles do not inculcate roguery! 
Contt!mptible argument ! weak defence ! only cal
culated to confirm the public in the idea you give 
of the Q.!1akers, which it is evident that the fawn
ing or cowardly author of this article did not dare to 
oppofe. · 

Such criticifm is a difgrace to the man who under
takes to give the public the true character of a book, 
He fhould be perfellly mafter of the fubject it is 
written upon. And, t0 return to the Q..uakers : if 
this writer muft give his opinion between you, he 
fl10uld have been ,vell acquainted with Barclay's Apo
logy, and every other publication in their favour, but 
efpecially the letters of M. St. John de Creveca:ur ; 
or ifhe had never read them, he might have confeff
ed his ignorance, an<l kept his judgment to himfelf. 

If I were inclined to difcufa moll: of the other ar
ticles in this review, it would be eafy ro demonf'crate 
that almofi all of them are framped with the fame 
marks of frivoloufnefs, ii:rnorance, and adulation. 

Every thing is praifed down to the very table of 
contents, perhaps, becaufe your dinners and fuppers 
are faithfully regiftered there, and not a fingle fact 
is criticifed, not a fingle idea*. 

·~ I am allonillicd that he llio,t!d fu;ier your contempt,rnus exprdlioics 
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We mufl:' both agree, that people or'quality and 
men of efi:abliJhed reputation have a fad privilege 
in France ; it is that of receiving nothing but in
cenfe. As criticifin is never wholly free with refpect 
to them, this incenfe is never pure; and the difgrace 
of their works, fo pompouDy announced, Jhews them 
fooncr or later, that encomiums obtained from mean
nefs, by prudential confiderations, will not entitle 
them to the ell:eem of their own age, much lefs to 
defcend to po.fl:erity. 

I mu.fl: give yon one in!l:ance, fir, of the pufillanimity 
of writers of the lower clafs towards privileged 
authors : it relates to yourfelf. 

I was lately in company, when the converfation 
turning upon your travels, an author related, that 
not long fince he could not help conceiting you 
frowned upon him, at table, and a{ked the per
fon who fat next him, ·what could be the 1eafon 
of it, who anfwered, M. Le Marquis de Cha
tellux believes you · to be the author of the 
article againfi his travels, in the rornjpondence Iit
teraire Secrette: he has been told that you wri,e for 
it. For Heaven's fake undeceive him direcl:ly; I have 
no hand in it; I did not write that article. Why 
need you deny it fo warmly? replied I ; the work 
may deferve criticifm. That npy be, rejoins my 
gentleman ; but I would not attack .LVl. de Chafiellux; 

fo liberally, and often unjufl:ly bellowed, to pafs entirely unnoticed, 
For .iullance, I m.eet :"ith the word 'babbler,' in three different places, 
and 1t lS m1fapphed m them all. A brave hatter is lligmatifrd with it 
who had forfaken every thing to .defend the liberties of his country: 
and after travelling ~our hundred miles en foot to join the American 
forces, ha.cl d1!hngmfhed h1rnfe!f by a 12:albnt acl:ion. He relate• it to 

, yo.u very mgenuouOy, and you reward his civility with the opprobrious 
epithets of babbler and braggart. It is applied in another place to a 
refpecl:abk officer, 'Who had taken care of a poor old man that was bit
ten by.~ ma.cl dog, and whof~ good.qualities might rave apologized for 
the failing 1f he had been gmlty of lt, which docs not appear to ha,·e 
been the cafe,. And la1lly, you apply it to the good woman who fheltered 
the unhapp)'. gul, whofe {lory ought not to have been exp,,' cd to the world, 
although th1~ babbler, a.• you can her, had prudence enough to anfwer 
your enqumes by replymg that 1t would be too tedious to ,elate. How 
ma~y more fuch.remarks 1111ght I ha:e made! But they were necelfariJy 
facnficed to the important truths which I had pledi;ed myfelf to d,fond. 
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he has the ear of M. de Montefquieu, who is in fa~ 
vour with Monfieur the King's brother: it would 
be the ruin of me ; I have a wife and children to 
provide for. Well, fir, replied I, I am a father and 
a hufband as well as y 011, but I will criticife thefe 
tr~v~ls, and that ope3:1ly: for I have too good an 
opm10n of M. le Marqms de Chatellux not to believe, 
that if ,I fhonld be perfecuted for it (which but to, 
fuppofe, were abfurd and injurious to the perfons 
you mention) he would himfelf be the firft to defend 
me. Indeed it appears to me, that every judicious 
man, who regards his own intereft, lhould be of the 
opinion of Lycurgus upon public difcuffions. This 
paffage of Plutarch is fo firiking, and you are fo great 
a lover of antiquity, that I am tempted to tranfcribe 
it entire. 

" The Spartan legiflator, carefully frrewed the 
" feeds of ambition and jealoufy among the citizens 
" of his commonwealth, to whom the adminifiration 
" of the public affairs was entrufted, as an incen
" tive to virtue-choofins, that foch men lbould al. 
" ways have fomething t~ canvafs and controvert, 
" among themfelves ; being convinced th:tt the 
(' fluggiih, unmanly courtefy, with which men 
'' mutually concede to, and pardon o:1e another, is 
" falfely called harmony : and fome think that Ho, 
" mer mufi have been of this opinion, or he would 

. ~, never have made Agamemnon pleafed to fee Ulyf
" fes and Achilles quarrelling, if he had not thought 
" that ftrife and emulation among the principal men, 
" caufed them to have a watchful eye upon each. 
'' other, and tended to the pt1blic advantage." &c. &c, •. 
Plutarch's life of Agefilaus. 

P AR I S, Ju(v 20, 178~. 
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