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GENTLEMAN and It occurred to the gentleman, that thi~ lady 
lady who were wo uld feel for the condition of his little g·irl, by 
warried, and who a com pa.rison with the state of her own; and he 
were exceeding-ly and this l-ady were quickly married. 
foud of each It often happens that persons who affect a 

_ other, bad a great deal of politeness in company, and who 
daug-hter; bnt before the little o-u·l o-rew up wish to be thouo·ht very kind and amiable, are in 
h I d 

. o . 0 ' 0 • 

t e a y dted, and or cour5e, she was left private life violent in their di&po~itions, and tor-
motherless. bulent in theit· manner. 

Her father, however, who had been much at- This lady was somewhat of this description: 
tached to his 'vife, now devoted his attention to in the parties where this gentleman saw her, she 
hi · daughter; but as she was very young, and was apparently so mild and patient, that any-

• unable, by couversation, to withdraw his recol- thing inconsistent with benignity itself seemed 
lection and his sorrow from the lady he had lost, unnatural to her disposition. But we must not 
he thought it prudent to endeavour to fipd ano- always trust to appearances, for this lady wall, in 
ther, who mi;rht , in some mea~ure revive the renlitv pe rh a ps among the proudest and haug-h­
hnppy d ays he bud pas~cd with his deceased tiest ~t? he r -:,ex'· nor could any kindness on his 
wire. pnrt wii l L 'r to 'u .:- e his cl1ild well , or to return 

H e ~oon aftenvards met a lady in company, l lli .-- ;dfcc tiou vvi lh uuy thing li~e good temper. 
who w as a boitt the ame age with him~elf: H er d rmg- hter~ , whose minds were formed 
h e t· husbnnd was dead, and had left her with ' t•pO tt the llhldel of th eir mother 's, were ~d!e ~n 
two dallghtcrs. · t llc ir h uL i ~s , ill-lempe;ed and ovcrbeunng m 
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theit· manners, thought it beneath them to learn 1 the ill-temper and cruel treatment of his wtfe, 

to work, and far from profiting- by the lessons of and to the still mol'e rancorous hatred and tm­

the masters who attended them, they passed the buleut disposition of her two unruly and ill-bred 

time, that should have been devoted to study, in daughters. 
wrangling, for they could seldom agree about This melancholy event had not long· hCippetJPcl, 

any lhing, except using poor Cindel'ella ill ; and when the oppression of this lady .and her girls 
t!Jus, by neglecting their books, they lost the toward this little orphan displayed it::.elf iu I be 

benefit of education. The consequence was, most malevolent manner. Sbe was denied every 

they ~ere disliked by every one who knew little indnlgence, obliged to wait upon her . i::- ­

them. Young as they were, they had become ter.!>, and wear their cast-off clothes; their ha,·:,h 

infected with the most disgnsting pride, and language made her tremble. 
began to show thei1· consequence by rudeness She was soon ordered to live in the kitchen ; 
and ill-temper. · and, if ever she had occasion, in lhe character 

The truly amiable disposi1io 11 and obligwg of servant, to bring anything into the room 

manners o( the gentleman's datlg: l1ter, of course, where the lady and her daughters sat, she was 

did not please them. And their mother, who sure to be scolded until she was ont of sight. 
perceived how despicable her daughters ap- Her employment was with the servants: she 
peared, when in comparison with hi:-; good little was obliged to perform even the most menial 

girl, instead of admonishing them to imitate her, offices, to wash dishes, and rub the tables and 
secretly disliked the excellent child. chairs. She had, also, to clean the chambers of 

Her husband, who was dotingly fond of his I her step-mother and her daughters. 
dn.nghter, was truly the gentleman: of a most I Bnt thi~ poor girl was ob\io-ed to sleep iu a 

amiable dispo~ition, excessively n1ild and bland garret, a11d 11p011 a straw bed, without curtains or 
in his manners, courteous to hi~ equals, conde- Jecoration , or e\·en moderate comforts. 

scending so his domestics, very kiud and consi- She endured all this with the grcate t pa­
derate to the poor, and obliging to every one, so tience,-not a complaint or a murmur escaped 

that he was greatly esteemed by all his ac- her lips. 
quaintance, and generally beloved. By his When her work was finished in the evelling, 
union with this woman, he was the means of in- sl1e used to sit ·in the chimney corner of the 

traducing both her and her daughters info the kitchen, among the ci nders. The two yo11ng 

society of many families who would otherwise dam els, tlleeefol'e, tho11gbt it dforded them a 

never have had anything to do wilh them. Bnt pretext for calling bee Cinder-wench; the 

finding how nnable he was to re:,ist the ince~sant youn~·c i' of the two, however, >Yilh wouuerful 

violence of hi· wife's temper, g-rief preyed npon civilit.Y, imrrorcd this appellation into the name 

his pirits, and within a sho1·t time, he dic>d: . of CindcreiiR. 
thus leaving the darling of hi ;, l1eart, a prey to I Dirty ;u ;d ru;;ged, however, as the unpro-



tee ted orpnan became, she was, nevertneless, A hair -dt·esser was obtained from a distance or 
mttch more handsome than either of her impe- several miles, and all the ornaments ""·ith which 
rious relatives. these young ladit>s were attired, were procured 

L t happened that the king's son gave a magni- from the most fashionable and expensive shops. 
ficent ball, to which all the persons of fashion in But, even in their own favourite pursnit. 
the kingdom were invited : amongst whom the Cinderella was their supNior: for, though she 
two young ladies of this family were included, did not chatter about the form of a head-dress, 

Cinderella was not inxited ; for she had or the colour of a gown, yet her taste was 
nei thet· been seen nor heard of among people of infinitely surpassing all their efforts. 
fa hion. While she was busily engaged in dres~ing 

The two sisters immediately began to be very them, they could not restrain their ace ustomed 
bu -y in preparing themselves for the happy derision. One of them said to her," Should you 
evening. Nothing·, indeed, conld exceed their not like to go to the ball, Cinderella 1 '' "Ah!" 
joy~ every moment of their time was occnpicd in replied the poor girl, "you are only laugl1ing at 
f<~ucying what sort of gowns, shoes, and head- me: it is not for such gids as I am to think of 
dresses, would set them off to the greatest ad- g·oing to balls!:' "You are in the right," said 
V<:lntag·e. they; "folk might laugh to see a cinder-wench 

They did not, however, make these prepara- in a ball-room." 
tion without indulging them elves in endea- The hvo sisters had ~cnrcely allowed them­
YOllring· to mortify poor Cinderella. She had to selves time to eat during the two preceding 
wnsh and plait their fineries; which she did days, and, indeed, some of their efforts to improve 
with as much care as if the things were to have their fot·ms were truly ridiculous. More than a 
been worn bv herself. dozen laces were broken in attempting to give 

"1," said wthe elder, "will wear my scarlet them fine slender shC:Jpes. 
velvet suit, richly embroidered with silver, and At length the moment arrived, for which 
trimmed with blond lace, with a new-fashioned they had been so anxious: the proud misses 
turban, fastened with my beautiful large topaz; stepped into a beautiful carriage, followed by 
my stom:t cher shall be the most splendid and servants in handsome liveries, and drove toward 
co tlv that can be purchased. the royal palace. 

" A r.d I,'' S<lid the yonnger, "will have a Cinderella's eyes followed them as far <lS she 
be111ttit'nl French white satin dre~s, rovered over could see the carriage: and this evening, for the 
·with ~uperb gold muslin which hall sweep in a first time, she b wailed her cruel degradation. 
traitt of <lt least two yards! my head-dress shall It has not been mentioned yE>t, that Cinde­
cotd ·t of the rarest and mo.::t beautiful flowers rella 's godmother \-V~s a fairy; and the first time 
tha can be procluced, tied tog-ether in a f;.ncift:l the poo1· g-irl eYer saw her, that ~he knew, was 
manuer with pearl .::triugs. 1 tl!i · evening. 







Cinderella, percenrmg a little old woman in have a postilion: run o.nd see If there be not a the kitchen, soon after her sisters were g·one, rat in the trap; m<.~ke ha~te, my dear." and whilst she was crying in the chimney- Cinderella made no delay, but immediately corner, was curious to know who she was, and returned with the rat-trap, which contained t\' o what she wanted: yet she did not ask questions fine handsome rats. The Liry touched eacb or of her rudely, as the sisters would have done, them, and one instantly became a po~tilion, auu but spoke with great good-nature to this vene- the other made a fine comely coachman able stranger. "You mnst now, my girl, go iuto the gardc11; "I," said the fairy," am your godmother, my look behind the wateriug-pot, and you will filld dear, and I have come to you because I know six lizards; bring them to me.'' you wish to go to the ball. D1·y up your tears, Cinderella went, found them, and returueJ for I mean that you shall go." with them. 
Cinderella now recollected that she had heard This was uo soouer done, than a touch of the both her father and mother speak of her god- fairy's wand couverted tbem into ix footmen: mother, and from what they had ~ iu, she knew who immediately jumped up bcllittd the carri<tg-e this was a fairy; her spirits the1 c,·o,·e began to in their laced liveries, D cleverly as if they l1"d revive. been accustomed to nothing el:-e <:ll their li,·es. Sbe then took Cinderella into another room. The fairy then saiu to Citldet·ella, "Well, n1y "Now,'' said she," my dear, go into the garden dear, is not tbis such an equip:1ge n. you could and bri 1g me a pumpkin.'' Cinderella almost have wi ' hed for to take you to the bull1 Arc flew, and bronght back the finest one she could you not pleased with it 1 '' meet with. Her godmother scooped out the I "Yes," replied Cinderella, with some li llle inside, leaving nothing but the rind; she then hesitation, "but must I go in these rag-, god Etruck it with her wand, and it instantly became mother 1" 

an elegant gilt coach. The fairy 1ourhed her. aLo, with her wand, 8 he then sent the g·ood girl to bring all the and the rag:, immediately became mag·uificent mouse traps that were in the pantry: she did so; npparel, ornamented \<Yif h the mo t co.)lly jewels and ~here being six very lively little fellows in that ever were cen. To the e she added a them, her godmother desired her to lift up the beautiful pair of gla,s slipper~, and bade her set door very gently, so that they might go out one out for the palace. 
at::~ time. The fairy, howeYcr, before sbe took leave of 'I'he fairy then touched them as they came Cinderella, strictly charged her, on no account out, and they instantly changed into beautiful whatever, to tay at the ball after the clock had hor·es, one by one, as they were touched. struck twelve: telling· her that if she hould "Now," said the fairy, "here are, my dear, remain but a ~ ingle moment beyond 1hat time, a coach and horse' as h andsome as your si.sters' I her co .1 ch, l.o r e , coa<.:lllnan, po;) ti iiun, footmen, equipage, to say the l e .-~st of them; but'' e mu · t I .... 1~d h er O\,·u dre~s, ,., oulu nll return to their 



)·=git:_t I ~;hrtpe& ot' pumplon, mice, rat-., iizards, I them a number of attentions, and offered them 
1-:•1 J th~· rags. part of the delicacies with wbkh she llHJ bceu 

0-mderella pronnsed to be faithfully obedient p1·esented by the priuce; but they heLd uo :::.n ~ pi 4 

t.) ever)' thi11g' her godmother desired, and cion who she was, and qui te astonbhed at ~uch 
<dmost wil~ with joy, she droYe away to the civilities from a ladv whom thev did uol lwow. 
p.dace. whilst they werewconver~ ing, Cinderella hrurJ 

As soon as she arrived, the king's son, who the clock strike eleven and three qnnrtcrs; :::. lit­
had been informed that a lady, evidently a arose from her sent, and, has tily tnkitlg' le << ve ot 
princess had arrived, but whom no one knew, the company, retm·ned to h~r earring-e. 
can1e himself to the door of the carriage, handed As soon as she reached home she founJ he1· 
her out, and conducted her to the ball-room. godmother, whom she thauked most ennte:::.lly 

Cindet·ella no sooner appeared than every one fo1· her goodness. She ventured, however~ lo 
was :l:ilent. Both the dancing and music were hint a modest desire to be present at the bull 
su ·pended, and every body was emploved in which was to be giYen the ensuing nig-ht~ for 
gazing at the extreme beauty and uncommon the prince had particularly entreated her to be 
'ipleudonr of the unknown stranger. there. 

J\'o tbing was heard but whispers of, "How Her godmother told her, that for this evenings 
haud ~ome she is!'' "How eleg·antly she is entertainment, she had only to reflect upon bet· 
dre~~cd ! " own past patience and good condnc.t to asccrt r, in 

T!1e ldng himself, old as he was, coula not the reason; she promised her that bet· wi :- h to 
b l10ld her with indifference, but continually be present at the next ball sbonld also be grat i­
repeated to the queen, that it was a very long' tied; and she assured her, as real worth never 
time since he had seen so lov('ly a creature. goes unrewarded altogether, so Cinderelln should 

The king's son c.ondncted het· to the most fiud that her amiable mind and manners ·would, 
dbtinguished seat, and soon afterwards begged in the end, obtain all the blessings her g od­
bet· to con ent to dance with him. mother's power could confer, and rdl the hnppi-

She moved so gracefullyf and danced with ness she conld \IYish herself. While th ey were 
such precise, bnt easy exactness, that every one thus talking, a lond knocking at the doot· au­
admired her more than they had done~ admira- nounced the ret.nrn of the two sisters. 
tion was extended to wonder, and the whispers "\Vhen Cinderella opened the door, she sRid to 
of pr ~ ise changed into acclamations of applause. them \vith an n tfected weariness, "How la te yon 

Af!cr some time, an eleo·nnt and delicious col- have stayed!'' She appeared also to yawn and 
lation ·was served up, including the most exqni- rub her eyes, as if .iust awakened from the sle"p 
site fruits and confectionary ~ bnt the vonng into which she had fallen wh1lst waiting for them. 
prince was so deeply engag·ed in attending to "If yon had been at the ball,, said one of 
her, that he did not taste any thing himself, them, "let me tell yon~ sleepiness wo n\d not 

Cinderella seated her···elf near her sisters, paid have falle n upon yo u : for there came ~li tber 





• 



the mo.st ben.utiful-yes, the ,.~ry handsomest 
p1i11ee~~ ever beheld! She FO.id us a thousand 
<.ttlcntious, and made us take some of the fruit and 
o· her deiicucies which the prince had given her.'' 

Cinderella had some difficulty in restraining 
tl1c luugh which was ready to burst forth : she 
Hsl<cd ber sisters tbe name of this princess, to 
'vliich they replied, that nobody had been able 
to di:scover who she was; that the king1s son 
v .. ::s extremely grieved on that account, and had 
offered a larg·e sum of money to any person who 
could find out where she came from. 

Cinderella smiled and said, "How very beau­
tiful sht mu;st have been! how fortunate you 
were! Ob! if l could but see her for a single 
moment! dear Miss Charlotte, will you lend me 
~YO <il' old yellow guwn, th at! may go and ::-ee her 1" 

""\V oald you not think l was mad if l were to 
lend my clothes to a cindcr-wenc h 1 Do you 
really suppose that I am su c h a fool? No, no; 
pray mind your own business, and leave dressei 
and balls to your betters." 

Cinde-::ella naturally expected an answer like 
this; nor was she sorry that their own ill-nature 
was thus subservient to her pur pose. 

The next day the two sisters went again to the 
ball, and so did Cinderella: but ~he was dressed 
on the second evening far more mRg-ni ficently 
th an she hr.d been on the fi rs t. The king's son 
was con :inurd ly by her ~ide, and was unrt·mitting 
iu his attention to her. 

The charming g id was, of cour~e, far from 
c2Lpleased with the re pect and kindne s ~he ex­
pcnenced ; o: the contrary, she was ~o delighted, 
that he eutirely forgot the iujunction of her 
g·odmother. 

Cinderella at last heard the clock strike 

twelve though she had not supected it could be 
eleven. S be imtantly ar~e, and almo:lt flew 
out of the room. 

The prince eudeavoured to oYertake her, but 
poor Cinderellii's fnght made her run the fnster. 
However, in her great hurry, ~he dropped one of 
the glass slippers, which the prince picked up 
and kept with the greatest care. 

Cinderella reached home tired and breathless, 
but in her dirty old clothes, without either coach 
or attendants, and having· nothing of her magni­
ficence left but the remaining glass slipper. 

ln the mear.time the prince had inq11ireu of 
the guards at the palace gates, if they had not 
seeu a magnificent prince~s pass out, and which 
way she weut 1 But the men said that no princess 
had passed the gates, and that they had not seen 
a creature but a little ragged girl, who looked 
more like a beggar than a princesa. 

When the two sisters returned home from the 
ball, Cinderella asked them if they had been as 
much entertained as on the preceding night, and 
if the beautiful pt·incess had beoo there. They 
told her that she had ; but that, as soon as the 
clock struck twelve, she hnrried away from the 
ball-rovnJ, and in the great haste she made bad 
dropped one of the gla s slipper~, which was of 
the most beautiful shape. 

The k:ng's son, they said, picked it up, and 
during the remaiuder of the ball he sc areely did 
any thing but look at the beautiful memento. 

A few days afterward!, the prmce caused it to 
be proclaimed th at he would maHy the l(\dy 
whose foot should fit the ~lipp'"'r he bad frnwd. 

The royal me seng-er too \,c 1 he li pper, and 
carried it to dl the prince~!les ;wd ladies of the 
court. He the11 b.·oug ht it to the two toi:,tera, each 



of whom tried all she could ·-lo squeeze her foot in that kingdom. The theme of every one's 
into the slipper, but without avail. conve1·sation, was the beauty, sweet temper, and 

Cindet·ella, who was looking at them all the and charming disposition of the much-injured 
while, and who knew her slipper, could not help Cinderella, who made a most excellent wire, and 
smiling, and at last modestly said, " Pray, sir, lived to a good old age, universally be loved and 
may I be allowed to try to get the slipper on 1 " , respected. The amiable temper of this excellent 

The two sisters bmst into a loud laugh: "Very creature still continued; and she soon promoted 
likely," said they," that your clumsy foot will the interests of her cruel sisters, by having them 
do!" The gentlemn n ob~erving that Cinderella married to two great lords of the court. 
was very handsome, said thut he was ordered by But not all the placidity of her disposition, her 
the prince to try it on every one that pleased; most unremitting· kindness, and perfect forgive 
and therefore Cinderella mnst be allowed. ness of all past injuries, added to the attentions 

She put the shppet· to her foot, and it fitted and friendly solicitude of the prince, could con­
her exactly. The two ~isters were astonished; quer the bad feeling and confirmed ill-temper of 
but they were still more surprised when she her two sisters: they were always complaining 
drew the olhe1· slipper from her pocket, and put of neglect, and that something or· other which 
it on. At this moment, the fairy entered, and they thonght ought to have been done for them, 
unperceived, touched Cinderella's clothes; whose was left undone; they wearied out. theit' bus­
appearance was now more mag·nificent than ever. bands with their importunities and fanciful griev-

The sisters now recognised the beautiful prin- ances, and soon found cause to quarrel with 
cess they had seen dance at the ball. They were them. They were generatly disliked at court: 
ready to d.ie with vexation, to think that, after and after wrangling and j angling for several 
all their ill-treatment, and in spite of all their years, they were li.t last separated from their 
effot·t to keep Cinderella out of sight, she should lords, obliged to retire into the country, a prey 
nevertheless have risen :,o far above them both, to the violence of their own tempers, and a 
in rank and beauty; but it always happens that mutual plague to each other; so much ::.o, that 
those who are overbearing to servants and de- the youngest of the two, to ,g-et rid of her si:sler, 
pendants, are the mo-·t abject to their superiors. L'etired into a monastery, where, uuder the con-

She was then conducted to the young prince, solations of religion and the kind attentions of the 
who, finding her more beautiful in person, and nuns, she in some measure became reformed in 
more splendid in appearance, than he had ever her temper, and died sincerely regretting that 
seen her, instantly entreated the honour and ever she had indulged in habits which she found, 
blcs~ing of her hand in m·1.rriage. The unp'.ial but too lute, bad, instead of affording her plea­
ceremony took place within a few Jays, and sure, been the source of all her disquietude. 
was the most magnificent ever remembered I 

v . 




