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'1'1IE 

OF 

THE WHI1"E CAT 
' 

OR TilE 

K J N G A N D H I S T H R E E S 0 N S. 

Tl IERE was a king who had three sons, all handsome brave young 
gentlemen; but jealous that they should desire to rei;5n before his clcn.th, 
he caused seYeral reports to be Rpread ~broad, that they endeaYoured to 
procme themselves creatures to depriYe him of his crown. The king 
found himself very old, but his sense and capacity of goYernment no ways 
~lecayed ; so that he cared not to resign a place he filled so worthily, 
a:ud thought that the best way for him to li \'e at quiet, was to amuse them 
by promises. To this end he took them into his closet, where, after he 
had talked to them with great candour, he said, "You will agree with me, 
my chilili·en, that my great age will not allow me to apply myself to the 
affairs of state with as much care as formerly; and I am afraid my subjects 
will not be so well pleased with my admrmstration: therefore I intend to 
resign my cr,gwn to one of you. But as it is very just that yon shoult.l 
strive to please me with such a present, and as I design to retire into 
the country, I should be very glad to have a pretty little dog to keep me 
company. Therefore, without haYing more regard to my elrle. t than my 
youngest, I declare, that he who brings me the most eurious and 
interesting little dog, shall he my successor.'' 

These princes were very much surprised at their father's fancy for a 
little clog. For the two younger, they were extraordinary well pleased at 
.he pro1)osal; and for the eldt.!r, he was either too timorous or re ·pectful to 
represent his right. Howe\'er, they took their leaYes of the king, who 
~<we them money and jewels, telling them that they must all return 
'"ri thout fail in a year':S time, on a certain day, with their dogs. 

But before they set out on this search, they all ,.,·ent to a castle t'hree 
leagues off. where they made an entertainment, and invited their most 
trusty frie ~tb and confidants, lJefore whom the three brother-s swore an 
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eternal friendship to one another, promisir1g not to be jealous of each 
other's good fortune; but that the most successful should let the other 
t\~ o partake with him, appointing that castl2 for their place of renuezvous, 
an l from thence go altogether to the king,. 

They every one took a different road without any attendants; and for 
the two -eldest, they had a great Jnany adventures : but as the particulars 
are not so \Yell known to me, I Hhall pass over them in silence, and speak 
only of the younge::;t, who was the most accomplished prince of the age. 
~ot a day passed, but he bought dogs of some kind or other that were 

pretty, keeping always the most beautiful, and letting the otheJ.·s go; for 
it was impossible for him to keep all the clogs he had purchased, since he 
had neither gcntlt~man, page, nor any other perscn along with him: how­
ever, he kept going on, without fixing on any certain place; when he was 
surprised one night in a large forest, \vhere he eoulcl find no sheher, by a 
'torm of thunder, lightning, and rain. ::)till he penmed the road, anJ. 
\\ ent a long way, when seeing a small light, he persuaded himself some 
house was nigh, where he might get a lodging that night. Following the 
lights, he arrived at the gates of a stately castle, which were all of massy 
gold; in which were carbuncle:, whit;h gave that &xtraordinary light 
which the prince saw so far off. The walls w·ere of fine china, whereon 
the histories of all fairies since the creation of the world were represented; 
but the rain and ill weather would not suffer our prince to stay to examine 
them all, though he was charmed to find the ackentures of Prince Lutin, 
who was his uncle, among the rest. 

He returned to the gate, after haying rambled some paces off, and tnere 
found a deer's foot at the end of a chain of diamond.;, which made him 
admire the magnifice1o.~e. He 
pulled the chain, and soon heard a 
bell, which, by the sound, he judo·r;d 
to be either gold or silwr. In a 
few moment' the door opened; 
but he perceiYed nothing but twehe 
hands in the air, each holding n 
torch; at \Yhich sight he wa · Yery 
much smpri eel, and was in clisvutc 
"·!:ether or no he should proceed 
any fmther, when , to his gre<lt 
amazement, he felt some others 
behind him, which pushed him 
fon1·ards; whereupon he nch·:mcecl 
"ith his hand on hi swonl, though Yer)· ll!H'a. y, and , a· he thought, 
in orne danger: " ·hen going into a. wardrobe of pur ph yry nLJ y .. ~,,.,.~, 
he heard two sweet Yoices sing the e wonh :-

" "\Yith unconcern behold thc,;c hands, 
And (head no fnl;e ~bnns; 

If you nrc ~urc you c~m ' ithstnntl 
'rhe force o! Ueuuty'.s c lUt"litb. 
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He could Lot believe hrt v;·as i·mitcd so kinclly to suffer :tn ~: inj11r:-·. 

which made him, finding himself forced forwards, to go to a gv<•aL gate nf 

coral, whicn opened as soon U5i he approached it, and he -..rent into a hall 

of mother-o'-pearl, and thence into several chambers adorned rmd en richetl 

with paintings and jewels: a Yast number of light~ that were let down 

fi-om the ceiling of the hall, contributed to light some part of the other 

apartm.ent·, which besides were hung ronnel with gln..;s sconces. In short, 

the magnificence \Yas almost incredible. After ha,·ing g-one into six I~ 

chmnbers, the hands that conducted him stopped him, and he saw a grntt 

caqy chair make up towards hin1; the fire light of itself, and tl~c !J,mrl-., 

which \Yere both white and finely proportion~.d, undress him, lw heiu~ 

wet, and in some danger of catching cold. A fine shirt, .and a night-gown 

of gold brocade, with cyphers and small emel'alds, were given him, ancl a 

table and toilet brought by these hands. EYery thing was Yery oTdJHl: 

the hands combed out his 1wir with a lightnesll that gave him j)l~asure , 
and afterwards dressed him in rxtraorclinary fine clothes, while he not 

not only silently admired them, but at last began to be in some little fright. 

\Vhen he ''"as dressecl, that he seemed as bea-utiful as Adonis, they con­

ducted him into a stately hall richly fumished, where }J..C saw in fine 

·'<il.intino-, the stories of the most famous cats. 
I 0 

In this apartment there was a table spread for a repast, garnished. with 

gold plate, with beaufets set out :vith a vast number of glasses and. cups, 

made of valuable stones. The pnnce observed th~t there were two covers 

set and was wondering who was to be his companion, when his attention 

was attracted to a small figure not a foot high, which just then entered 

the room, and advanced toward . him. It had on a long black veil, ancJ. 

was supported by two cats dressed in .mourning, with twords by their side.-,, 

and were followed by a numerous retmue of cats ; some can)ing rats, and 

some mice in traps and cages. 
The prince was a~ a los;'> what to. thi!ik. The little figUTe now ap­

proached, and throwmg aside her veil, hp. beheld a mo. t beautiful white 

eat; she seemed young and melancholy, and. addres. ina- herself to the 

l)rince for she had a human voice, she said, " :Prince, )·o
0
u are welcome · 

' l " , 
your presence affords me great p easure. 

"Madam," replied t•he prince, " l would fain thank you for your (Yene­

rosity; but you will pardon me for ex pre. ·ing the astonishment 1° feel, 

that under yo~u present form you ,should po~. e:s the gift of human speech, 

and the m[wmficent palace I see. "All thi · v very true," answered. the 

~eautiful c~t "but, prince, I am not f~nd. of talking; and. least of all, do I 

l1ke compliments ; let us, theref?re, s1t down to supper." 
The hands then placed the d1she on the table, and the prince and the 

white cat . eated. them-;c]ve.:. The first, di:'h 'ras a pic made of youn~ 

pigeon , an~ he next ''a~ a. tnc:;:~.;(•e of the i~t~est mice.; the , icn· of Oil'' 

made the pnnee almo-;t afra1d ot the other; tilt the '' h1te cat a. ~ured hil't 

that there were certain di,he!:' at table, in which there wa. not a mor"~l 
o.f either rat or mouse which had been dressed on purpose for him, .\c­

~rruf141y he ate heartily of such as she recomme11decl him. \Yl! c;>r: 
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supper wa;; oYer, the· tiTilJCC percein'cl that the white cat had a H1iniature 
jJOrlrait .-el in g-old, suspc11deJ. to one of her feet. He begged hor p~r­
m issioq to look at it, and to his a~toni&hment, found that it \\as the 
portrait of a young man exactly like himself. 

He thought this was very extraordinary; but, as the white cc>.l.. :;ighed, 
tmcl looked ver:\' sorrowfi.1ll~·, he did not venture to indulge his curiosity 
hy asking a.ny question. He conversed with her on many different 
subjects, and found that her miml was highly accomplished, aud her 
knowkdge correct upon almost all the affai1·s of the world . 

. \Yhcn the night was far advanced, the white cat wished him good­
inght, and he was conducted by the bands to a bed-chamber which dif­
fered from all the apartments he had yet seen in the palace, being hung 
with the wings of butterf:lies, mingled with the most curious feathers. 
Ths bed hangings were of Yehet, lined with gauze, fasl;e!Jed with wreaths 
of flowers, and the looking-glass reached from the floor to the ceiling, and 
the pannels between represented, in carved work, thousands of cupids. 
The prince was undressed and put into bed by the hands, but not a word 
was spoken. He, however, slept but little; and in the morning was 
awakened by a confused noi e. 

The hands took him out of bed, and put on him an elegant hunting­
dress. He looked out of the window into the co•1rt-yard, and perceived 
about five hundred cats, some leading greyhounds, and others blowing 
horns; it being that day a great feast, whereon the cat had a mind to go 
a hunting. Presently the white cat carne to his apartment, and haYing 
politely inquil·ed after his health, she invited him to partake of theil· 
amusement. The hands presented to him a wooden horse, that hati a 
good speed and ea. y paces, which he made some scruple to mount, 
alledging, they took him for Don Quixote; but his refusal signified 
nothing, they set him on the wooden horse, which was finely caparisoned, 
with a saddle and housing of gold, beset with diamonds. The cc1t rode on 
a mo. t beautiful ape; haYing thrown off her Yeil, and put on a hat and 
fea Lher, \Yhich gaYe so bold an air, as frightened all the mice that saw her. 
X eYer was there better port; the cats outran the hares and rabbits, and 
wht'Jlen·r they took one, they were immediately hunted into the presence 
of the white cat, who gaYe them their fees. For the bil·ds, they \rere not 
in much 1-!.reater secm·it~·; the cats climbed the trees, and the ape carrie£} 
the white cat up to the eagle ·' nests. 

\\'hen the chase "·a over, she took a horn, of about a fbger's length, 
which, when sounded, was . o loud, that it might be heard some leagues; 
and a. :->oon as . he blowccl, she had presently all the cats in the country 
about her, somt mounted in chariot in the alr, and some in boats, but ail 
in different habits, which made a fine show. "\Yith this pompous train she 
and the prince returned to the ca · tle, who thought it faYoured much of 
sorcery but was more surprised at the eat's speaking, than all the rest. 

As soon as he came home, she put on her black Yeil again, and supped 
1rith the prince, \Yhom the fi-c:-h nir had got a O'Ood . tomach; the hands 
brought him fine liquors, whic:h nc i~ot onlY drank of with plrasure, but 
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made him forget the little dog he was to procure for his father. HP. 
thought otiy of pleasing the dear little creature who had received him so 
CO':trtconsly. He sometimes even regretted that he was not a cat, so great 
was his regard for his beautiful comp'anion. " Alas!'' said he to the cat, 
"how it will affiict me to leave you! Either make yourself a lady, or let 
me become a cat.'' She smiled at the prince's wish, but made no reply. 

Thus a year slipt away free from care and pain. The white cat knew 
the time he was to return; and as he did not think of it, put him in mind 
thereof. " Don't you know," said she, "that you have but three days to 
find a little dog in, and that your brothers have got some very fine ones?" 

The prince began to lament how he had neglected his duty. "By what 
secret charm," cried he," haYe I forgot the only thing in the world, that 
is of the greatest importance to me P What will become of my honour 
and fortune? \Vhere shall I find a little dog beautiful enough to gain a 
kingdom, and a horse swift enough to make diligent search after one ? " 
"But the white cat told him not-to affiict himself, since she would not 
only provide him with a little dog, but also with a horse, which should 
safely convey ltim in less than twelve hours. 

"Look at this,'' said she, showing him an acGrn, " this contains what 
you desire." The prince put the acorn to his ear, and heard the barking 
·of a little dog. Filled with joy, he thanked the white cat a thousand 
times; and the next day, having bade her adieu, he set out on his return. 

The young prince arrived first at the place which had been agreed upon 
by him and his two brothers, wh0 followed soon afterwards. They begau 
to give each other an account of their success; but the youngest to k care 
to conceal the truth of his, and showed them only an ugl v turnspit, telling 
them that he thought him very prett; : at which, though they were very 
good friends, the two eldest conceived a secret joy. 

·The next day they all three went together in the same coach to the 
king. The two eldest carried their dogs in baskets so white and delicate, 
that none durst hardly touch them ; and the youngest had his poor de: pi­
cable turnspit in a string, and every one was surprised that the prince 
could hope to receive a crown for such a present. The king having exa­
mined the two little clogs of the elder princes, declared that he thoup;ht 
they were so equally beautiful, that he knew not to which he could with 
justice gi\'e the preference. They accordingly hegan to dispute, when the 
young·est prince taking the acorn from his pocket, soon terminated tlteir 
c-ontentions; for a little dog appeared which could with ea;:;e go through 
the ring of a lady's finger, and never touch iL. and was, lW>reover, a 
miracle of beauty. The prince set it on the p;roullll, ancl presentl:.· it 
began t.o dance a ss.rabancl with ca ·tanet., as nimble and as well as the 
bes t l:>paniard. It "·as of a mixture of :; , ,·era! colour:, its cars and long­
hairs reached to the ground. The king was 'cry much surprised, atHl 
though it wa impo., iole to meet with any thing ~o beautiful as ''l'onton,·~ 

bv ,,·hich name it '-va-=; called, yet he was not reach to part with his crown. 

the last ~em of '' hich wa, dearer to l1im than all thC' dog-s in the "orlcl. 
He told his son~ that he was very well pleased \Yith the pains they lnd 
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takc11; but they had succeeded so well in the first thing he had clesircd, 
t!ml he had a mind to make further proof of their nbilit.ies before he per­
formed his promise: and that was, he would give them a year to find out 
a web of cloth fine enough to go through the eye of a small working 
needle. They all stood surprised and concerned that they were to go 
again upon another search; ho>veYer, the two elder seemed the more 
ready, and all three parted without making so great a profession of friend­
ship as they did the first time, for thP story of the turnspit had some"·hat 
abated it. 

Our prince mounted his wooden hor. e again, and without looking after 
any other assistance, than what 11e mii:!ht expect from the friendship of 
the white cat, returned all in diligence to the castle, \rhere he had been so 
well recei...-ecl; "·here he not only found all the door:; open, but the 
windows, walls, and walks illuminated. The hands came and met him, 
held his horse's bridle, and led him into the stable, while the prince went 
to tlw white eat's chamber, who was laid in a little basket, on a quilt of satin. 

\Vhe11 she aw the prince, sht' made a thousand skips and jumps, to ex­
pre s her j<>y, and said, "\YhateYer reason 1 might han~, prince, to hope 
for your return, I mu ·t own I durst not flatter myself \\· ith it, since I am 
generally unhappy in what I most desire, therefore' this most surprises me." 
The prince, full of acknowledgment, cares ed her oft?n, and told her the 
succe he had in hi journey, which she " ·as not unacquainted wi th, and 
that the king r quired a web of cloth so fine, as it might be drawn throug-h 
1]1e eye of a needie, which he belived was a thing impos ible; but that, 
howcYcr, he would not fail to ti:y to procure such a one, relying on her 
friend hip and a sistance. , 

The \\.hite Cat, putting on a graYe air. told him it \Yas an affair that 
rEquired some con. ideration, that by o-ood forhme she h:1d in her cn::-t e 
fiome cat that spun Yery fine, that she would do what she could to 
forward that work, so that he might stay there, and not trouble himself to 
search elsewhere, it being unlikely for him to meet with any so ea:ily. 
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S JOTt after the handil appearl#d, carrying flambeaus, and the pnnre 

followed the \Vhite Cat into a magnificent gallery that 1ooked on to n, 

riYer, upon which there were some artificial fire-works, made to uurn four 

t::ats, who had been conyicted of eating some roast meat, designed for the 

\\-hite Cat"s supper, with some cheese and milk; and besides, for con­

spir.i!>g against her person with ~larLafax and J"'ermites, two famous rats 

in that country. But as they thought there was a great deal of injustice 

Llone them, and that most of the witnesses were suborned, the prince 

obtained their pardon; notwithstanding, the fire works were let off, which 

gaYe the prince Yery great diYersion. Afterwards a rcpa t was scn·ed up, 

which gaYe the prince more plea ure than the fire, for his riding had got 

him an extraordinary stomach. 
Fot· the rest of the time, he spent it in agreeallle entertainmellts, with 

which the ingenious "\Vhite Cat diYerted her guest, "·ho was perhnps the 

first mortal that was so well entertained by cats, without any othtt· com-

. pany. Indeed the \Vhite Cat had a ready -wit, and could discour~e 0n any 

subject, which often put the prince into a great consternation, and made 

him say to her, "Certainly, all this that I obsen-e so wonderful in you. 

cannot be natural; therefore tell me hy what prodigy you think and sveak 

so justly?" "Forbear asking me any questions, prince," said she, '·for I 

am not allowed to answer them, but you may conjecture what you pleas!', 

let it suffice that l have used you with respect, and that l interest myself 

tenderly in what regards you." 
The second year rolled away insensibly, as well as the first; the prince 

wi,-.hed for nothing, but the diligent hands brought it to him, whether 

books, jewels, fine pictures, or antique medals; when the \Yhite Cat, who 

was Yery watchful for the p1i11ce's intere:t, informed him that the time of 

his departure drew nigh; but that he might be ea. y concerning the web 

of cloth, for she had a wonderful fine one made; and added withal, tltat 

this time she would give him an equipage suitable to his bilth, ancl 

without waiting for ans>Yer, obliged him to look into the great court of the 

ca. tle, in which there waited an open chariot of emllos. ed work in gold, in 

seYeral gallant devices, drawn by twelve milk white hor:::e:, four a-lm~a t, 

"ho~e harnesses ware covered witt velvet of fire-colour, 'rhich was the 

s<.me af the lining of the chariot, beset with di~monds, ancl the buckles of 

gold. J..n hunch·ed coaches with eight horses, full of the lord· of hi.s 

)etinue, magnificently clothed, followed this chariot, which wa: guarded 

bei;ides by a thousand body-guards, whose clothing was so full of em­

llroidery, that the cloth was hardly discovered; and what was yery singular, 

the \Vhite Cat's picture was seen every where; both in the devices on 

the chariot, and on the guards. 
"Go, prince," said she, "and appear at the king your father's court, in 

so statc•ly a manner, that your magnificence may serve to impose on him, 

that he may refuse you no longer the crown you de. ene. Take this 

walnut, be sure to crack it in his presence, and ~- ou will find in it uch a 

w b as you \.Van t." 
"Lovely White Cat," said he, "1 own I am so penetr~t cd '' iLh yv-ur 



bounty, that if you will give your consent, I will prefer pnssiE~ :tny cl:-iys 
with you,. before all the grandeur l may promi-.e myself el::;e11 herf.." 
" Prince,'' replied she, ''I am persuaded of the kindness of your hcn.rC, 
"hich is a rare thing among p1·inces, 
" ·ho would be respected by all the 
world, and love none but them­
selves; but you sho''" me this rule 
i)> not gene1:al. I make great ac­
count of the attachment you have 
for a little white cat, th:1t in the 
main is fit for nothing but lo catch 
mice." At that the prince kissed 
her paw, and went away. 

K othing could surpass the speed 
\1·ith "·hich the horses conveyed this 
fortunate prince to his father's pa­
lace,"' here his brother's had arriYed 
hefore him; \\ ho seeing he was not come, rejoiced at his negligence, am! 
said to one another, "How forttmate is this! he i · either sick or deau, 
and will not come to rival us in this important business." Thereupon 
they pullC'cl out their webs, which indeed " ·ere Yery fine, and passed them· 
through the eye of a large needle, but not a small one; which pretext of 
refnsal the ki11g embracing, went and fetched the needle he proposed, 
w hid1 the magistrates, by his order, had curried to the tteasury, am! 
locked up carefully. This refusal raised a 1-!Teat murmuring: those that 
" ·ere friends to the princes, and particularly the eldest, who~c web was the 
finest, said it was all a trick and evasion, and the king's creatures mnin­
tainetl, that he was not obliged to keep any other conditions than what 
"ere proposed; when to put an end to thi£ difl'erPncc, there was heard a 
. ouncling of trumpets, which came before our prince. 

The king and his sons were all surprised at this mag-nificence. The 
prince, after he had respectfully saluted h.s father, nntt embraced his 
brothers, took out of his box covered with rubies, a "alnut, which he 
<.:racked, thinking 1o find the web so much boastC'd of; hut only saw a 
small hazel nut, which he cracked also, and, to his ::;urprisc, found only a 
kernel of wax. The king nnd every body laughed to think, that the 
princ<' should be so credulous as to think to carry a web of cloth iu a nut; 
but had they recollected them elves, the,· mig-ht haYc remembered the 
little doer that lay in the aco.rn. Howen~r, he peeled the kernel, aml 
Hothing appearecl but the pulp itself, whereupon a great noi::;e was heard 
:.11 on'r the room, every one having in his mouth what a fool1he prince 
wu - made of; who, for his part, returned no an wer to all the pleasantries 
of the courtiers, but broke the kernel, and found in it a grain of wheat, 
and in that a millet eed. At the sight of this he began to distrust, and 
muttered to himself, "0 '' hite Cat! "White Cat! thou hast deceived me" 
At that in tant he felt a eat's paw upon his hand, which scratched him, 
and fetched blood; he knew not wheth r it was to encourage or cl~B,ay 
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him. Howewr, he opened. the millet seed, and to the amazemenl of ali 

present, drew out a \Yeb of cloth four hundred yards long; and what was 

n1or€ wonderful, there "·ere painted on it all sorts of birds, beasts and fish, 

fruits, trees and plants, rocks, and all manner of rare shells of the sea; 

t.he s~tn, mo011, stars, and planets; and the pictures of all the kings and 

princes of the world, with those of th,eir wives, mistresses, and childl·en, 

all dre~secl after the fashion of their own country. 
When the king saw this piece of cloth, he turned as pale as the prince 

was red in looking for it, and the needle was brought, and it was put 

through five or six times ; all which time the king and his two sons were 

f-ilent, though aftenyards, the beauty and rarity of the cloth was so great, 

1 hey said .it was not to be matched in the whole world. The king fetched a 

deep sigh, and turning himself towards his children, said to them, 

"Nothing gives me so much comfort in my old age, as to be sensible of 

the defer:mce you haYe for me, which makes me desirous of putting ~·ou 

to a new trial. Go and travel another year, and he that brings me the 

most beautiful damsel, shall marry her, and be crowned king; there 

bBing an absolute necessity that my successor should marry: and I swear 

and promise, l will no longer defer the reward.'' 
Our prince suffered all his injustice: the little dog and the web of 

cloth rather deserved ten crowns than one ; but he was of so sweet a dif'­

position, that he would not thwart his father's will, so without delay, he 

got into his chariot again, and with his train returned to his clear white 

cat, who knowing the day and moment lie would come, had the roads 

ntre·wed with flowers. She was laid on a Persian tapestry, under a canopy 

of cloth of gold, in a gallery, from whence she could see him return. He 

was received by the hands that alway. served him, and all the cats 

climbed upon the gutter to congratulate his return by a concert of 

mewing. 
"1N ell, prince," said she to him, "I see you are come back "·ithout 

your crown." " l\Iadam," replied he, "by your bounty I was in a condi­

tion of gaining it, but I am persuaded the king is more loth to part with 

it, than I am fond of having it." "No matter for that," saicl she, "you 

must neglect nothing to deserve it, I will assist you on this occasion: ancl 

since you must carry a beautliul damsel to your father's court, I will look 

out for one which shall gain you the prize; but in the interim, let us he 

merry and diYert our elves. I have ordered a sea fight between my cats 

and the most terrihle rats of the country. My cats perhaps may be harcl 
fict, for they are afraid of the water: ho,Yever, they will have adYantagc 

enough ; we cannot expect it in every thin()'," The prince returned h cr 

thanks, and said several handsome things on her conduct and prudence. 

A.ftenYarcls they went upon a terrace which looked on to the sea. The 

cats' Ye~sels consisted of great pieces of cork, on which they floated Yer:" 

commodiously; and those of the rats of egg-shelL joincrl toCYethtlr. Th e 

fight was Yery ob tinate; the rats threw themselYe into the water, and 

swam better than the cats; insomuch, that they as often conquered, a 

they were conquered, when Minagrobis, the admiral of the c.:ats, reduceC. 
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tltt.· rntti,;h T:1re to tl.~ utmo.~t deRpair. h~- eating up the admiral of their Jieet, "·!to was an old. experienced rat, that h<c-:d macle three ';oyage~> round the world in Yery good shipR, in ·which he waR neither captain nor sailor, but onlv a. kind of interloper. But the \\-hite Cat was so prudent, that 

she would not absolutely destroy these poor unfortunate rats, thinking that if tncre were no rats nor mice, her subjects would live in an idleness that might become prejudicial to her. · The lJrince passed this year as he had clone the two first, in hunting, fiRhing, and such diversions, and often at a game of chess, which the ·white Cat played extraordinary '"ell at; but he could not forbear often que.~tioning her, to know by what miracle she spoke. He asked her if she was a fairy, or if by any metamorphosis she was turned into a cat. But w the \\-hite Cat was always capable of saying what she had a mind to, she returned him an answer so insignificant, that he perceived she was not willing to communicate this secret to him. 
A. nothing pa. ses away so quick as happy clays, if the ·white Cat had not heen so careful as to remember the time the prince was to retmn, 'tis certain he would have quite forgot it. She told him of it the night hefore, and withal, that the hour of destroying the fat,ll ·work of the fairies was come; and therefore he mu t resolve to cut off her head and tail. and throw them presently into the fire. "·what!" cried he," shall l, nw loYely ' ''hitc Cat, be RO barbarou' as to kill you? You haYe un­doubteclly a· mind to make proof of my he;ut, but be a :'urecl it is incapable of wanting that fricnclRhip and acknowlcrlgment due to you." "No, J>rince," continued he, l don't suspect you of ingratitude; I know your merit: but neither you nor l can pre cribe to fate. Uo what l desire you, we shall be happ~'; and ~-ou shall know, upon the word of a cat of ·worth and honour, that I am really your friend ." Tears 5tartecl two or three time in the young prince's eyes, to think that he must cut off the head of his prell:-' cat. that hatl heen ,o kin l to him; he said all that h8 could think mo ·L tender lo engage her lo dispense with him. To whi~h 
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she ('Jlswetf:d obstinatch, she woul<l die by his hand, aMI: that was t.he­

mlly \H\Y to ll\n.de1 his ·brother from ha:Yi1;g the crown·.· ln short, she 

presser.i him so earnestly, that he· trembl_ing, with an unsteady hand, cut 

off t.er head and ta-il, and threw 

tl1em presently into the fire; and 

at the same time saw the most 

charming metamorphosis imagina­

ble. Thr. hody of the \Yhite Cat 

g'~'"'" ]n'esently large; and changed· 

all on a sudden to a: fine lady so ac­

eompBshed, as exceeds description .. 

Her eyes committed thefts on all 

heart:o;, and he'.r sweetness kept them;­

hers-nape wa:-;majestic, her air noble 

and modest, her \vit flowing, her 

manners engaging f in a word, be­

yond every thing that \YUS loYely. 

The princ"', at the sig·ht of her, was in so agreeable a surprise, that he 

thought himself enchanted. He could not speak or look at her, and his 

tongue was so tied, that he could not explain his amazement; which was 

much greater, when he saw an extraorclinar~· number o£ gentlemen and 

ladies, holdir.g their cat-skins oYer their shou ldcrs, come and prostrate 

themseh·es at the Queen's feet, to restify their joy to ~ee her again in her 

natural state. She received them \Yith all the mark~; of bount,·, which 

sufficiently discoYered the sweetness of her temper. A ftcr haYii1g spent 

some time in hear_ing tl1eir compliments, he ordered them to re~~rel anu 

leaYe her alone with the prince; to whom she spoke as follow :-

"Think not, Sir, that I haYe always been a cat, and that my birth is 

obscure. :\1:y father wa.s king of six kingdoms, loYed my mother tenderly 

and g<lYe her libetty to do what she pleased. If cr most prevailing incli­

nation was to travel; and a short time before I was born, she undertook 

to go to ee a mountain, of which she had heal'd a mo>t surpri . ino 

a-ccount As she wa. on the' road, she was told there was nigh the plat~ 

she was then all, a-n ancient eaatle of fairie.-, which \\1as the fi.nest in the 

world, or at least said to be so ; for as no per. on wa~; ever admitted into 

it, there c·ould not be any positi,·e judgment passed thereon: but for the 

gardens, they were· known to contain the best fruits that ever were eat 

and the queen, my mother, who longec1 to ta~'tc them, went thith<!r. But 

when she came to. the· gate of this statel-y edifice, which ·hi ned agn.in with 

blue enamelled with gold, nO' body ca-me, thnugh she knocked a loner time; 

and her desire increa6}ng the more, '!:>y reru·on of the diffi~'Ulty, she ;ent for 

ladders to scale the walls: but thcv growing Yitibl_y to a great height of 

themseh·es, they were· forced to fasten Lhe ladders to another, to len!!then 

them; and when eYer any one went up nhem, they broke under their 

weig-ht, . o that they were either killed or lamed. 

"The queen was in the utmost de:pair to . ee tree.- loaded with such de­

licioa · fruits, and not to taste of them, n- hi clt 1.he wa: re. ol red to do, or 
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!i.e. in om.~~ch that he ordered some nch tents to h ]H4!h!ld before the 
·;asL!e, and stayed there six weeks, with all her comt. She neither slept 
nor eat, hut sighed continually, and was alway. talking of tnc! Ji·uit. 1 n 
short, ·he fell dangerously ill, and no r,!'!medy could be found out; for the 
inexorable fairies HeYer appeared from the time she came there. All her 
court were Yerr much grieved; then~ was nought to be heard but sighs 
and lamentations, while t.h,e d)·ing qlJ.e~n w.;ts continually asking those that 
\Yere in waiting upon her, for fruit; but would eat of none but what came 
out of this ganlen. 

One ni•rbt, after haYing got a little sleep, \'>hen <;he fl.\.Yal\enecl she saw a 
little ugl)· dccripid old woman seated in an eloo\1·-chair by her bohtcr, and 
was surprised that her w.omcn should suffer a stranger , o near her; "'·hen 
she s<ticl to her, ''Ve think your majesty wry importunate to be :;o 
stubborn in yo.ur desires for eating our fruit; hut :~ince your Yalual1le lifo 
is in danger, my sisters an<l I haYC conscntecl to giYe you a. much ns you 
can carry awn~·, an!l to let you cat of tlwm as long as :.·nu sta~· l.1cre, pro­
vided you will make n~ one prennt.' ',:\.h! my good mother,' saicl the 
qnccn, ·name it; I will g-iYe y r, n my kin.~tlom~, lwnrt and soul, to luwe 
some of the fi-uit: l camwt bnv it too clear.' 

"' \Ve would hnYc your majest~·,' ~aid she,' g~w 11:'-\ the fir!<t daughter 
·'!on have. A soQn as . he i born, we will come and fetch her; she "hall 
Le brought tJ.P by ,u~ and ~vc will en do"· her "ith all Yirtu c~, 'neaut iPs, 
and ciencc : ill :-;hort, she shall be our child, and " e "ili make her 
happy. But your ma.iesty ;must ohscne. that you must nrver sec her any 
more till she i~; 11\ttl'l'ied. lf yon "ill ngree to tltis proposition, I will cnre 
vou immediatch·. ~llld earn· 'lo"OU into our orchard::~. whPrc notwithstanclil'.!!' 
;ti,:; nig·ht, you sim.H s•~c weil.euough to choose what yon 'vouhl haYe; ln~t 
~f what I ,ay disph·a. es :·our majesty: g-ood night.' ''l hough ~~·hat you 
1mpo:-.:c 0!1 nw,' repbt•d the quet•n, · Js Yery hard. yet l accq1t tt rathct· 
than clie; for eert:tinl\' if 1 cannot liYe. Ill\' child must he bst: thcrPJ'ore, 
~;kilful f~tirY' continued he, 'cure me. :\nd let me not be a lllOllll'llt 
debarrl'cl of' the pri' i't·~;.·t' ' I nm ~ntitlad to thcrc!Jy.' 

'·The fairy touehetl her wiLl a little goltlcn wand, . nying-. 'Yom 
majesty i. free from all illne. ".'' And thereupon she set·mefl as it' she ha(l 
thrown off a. heaYY ·•·annent that hnd heca trouhlesome anrl incnmmodi~>llS 
to her. 'he onlcr~d all the lndil',; of tht' eomt to be cnllctl, and with n. 
gay air told them i"he Wll'> l'\:trnonlit~nry well, and" Oll[(l rise, . incc tl,nt 
the gates of the fairi\.' ·' ]Hl.la r:'(' . 'r hich \\'l'l'C so ~trongly hnrricarled, weru 

•t open for her to rnt of the fruit. nn(l to catT~· what he pleased away. 
The latlie · thought the queen (lelirious. and that . he was then clreaming 
of the fruit he long~.?d . o much for: ins(lmuch, that instenrl of returning; 
any <Ul 11 e:·, they fell a-crying, and c:allecl in tltc physicians; "hich dei.tys 
put t w queen in the utmo:t de:pnir. 'he asked for her clothes. and they 
refusing her them. put her into n pa ion, whi ch they looked ll[H)!l as lwr 
feYer. ln the interim the physician , came, who, after having •'elt her 
pul~·. and made their enquiries, coultl not deny hut that . he wa .. -. 1 ;. i•erfect 
hr::~ It h. The btl il' · sec>ing t !Jc fault they hau c mmittl'd throug·h tht:ir gn.·at 
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'Seal, endeavoured to repair it by dressing her quickly. The~· cYcry one 

oeggeJ her pardon, which she granted, and haGtcnetl tu follow th!i! olcl 

fairy, who waited for her. :::ihe went into the palace, ·where nothing wa.­

wanting to make it the finest in the world; which you "·ill more ea. ily 

belien~, .~ir, (a.dcled the new metamorpho eel queen,) 1rlwn 1 shall tell ·' ou 

'twas this we are now in. Two other fairies not quite ;:;o old as ~he that 

conducted my mother, received her favomably at the gate; she clesire(l 

them to carry her presently into the garden, and to those trees that bore 

the best fruits. They told her they were all equally good, and that unless 

she would haYe the pleasure of gathering them herself, thc'Y would call them 

to her. 'l beg,' ,·aiel the queen, 'that I may haYe the pleasure of seeing 

so extraordinary an eYent. ' ·whereupon the elder of the three put her 

fingers into her mouth, and blowed three times, and then cried, apricot. , 

peaches, nectarines, plums, cherries, pears, melons, grape·, apples, oranges, 

lemons, gooseberrie::;, currants, strawberries, ra,.pberries, come all at my 
call. 'But,' said the queen, 'these fruits arc not all ripe in the same 

~eason . ' 'Oh, '.said they, 'in our gardens we haYe all sorts of fruit always 

ripe and good, and they neYer tlimini~h.' 
" At the same time they came rolling to them without any bruise ; mHl 

the queen, who was impatient to satisfy her longing, fell upon them, al.ld 

took the first that offered, which she rather deYourcd than eat. \Vhen 

her appetite was . omewhat , ati~ficd, she desired the fairies to let her go 

to the trees, and ha1·e the pleasure to gather them her .. elf: to which they 

o-ave their consent~: but said to her, at the . ame time, you must remember 

~he promise you haxe made us, for you will not be allowed to run back 

from it. 'I am per:ua.cled,' replied she, 'it is so pleasant li ,·ing \\'iLh you, 

ancl thi.' pah=tce is :o channing, that if I did not lo1·e the king, my husband, 

clearly, I 'rould ofl'er m~·self; therefore you need not fear my retracting 

from my "·ord.' The fi:1.iries, who were Ycry well sati,.ficd, opened the 

doors of their gardens, and all their il1closures, and the queen stayed in 

them three days and nights without e1·cr stirring out, ·o U.clicious she 

found them. She gathen:·d fruit for her pro1·ision , and as they nen•r 

'Na~tecl; loaded four hundred mules .'he brought nlc..mg with her. 'l he 

fairies added to their fruit, baskets of gold of curiou: work to carry tht•m 

in, a.llll many other nduable rarities . They promise£1 to ellucate Hllcl make 

me a complete princess, and to choose me out a hu'>band, uml to inform 

111 I ' n:othec of the "edtling-. 
·,. The king \\'as OYerjo_\C;d at tlw queen\ return, hut of en askt·d her 

"hat country :he had heen in, to hri1lg home 'iLlf'h gootl thing,;, to 11 hich 

she o·a1·e him many el·asi ,·e ans\\'er-;. lie enquirccl ol' t:IO ·e that W(;llt 

\Yitht>her, hut they were all forhirl to tell an1· thin~ of the matter. 

'At lenoth, the queen, \\'ht·ll her tin1e 'ra~ at hand, "TC\\' Yerv mcian-
n . . :-, .. 

C<lltli y, and the kmg- belllg 1 cry mut:h conc:emecl. urg·ed the lptcen to di -

oln,;e the cause of her depre,sion, who con!(:, ·eel the truth . , othi1w 

('•Hdd ex.cecd his a{lliction, when he hcanl t} at, wheneYel' he shoukl k 

hksscd \rith an infant of l1t:; O\\ 11. it 1\'ih to l,e gin.~n to the fairie.. Ji~ 

ew.lurcd it, h;;•,\'(;\'~..::·, a:; \\·ell i.<S: , ... r:nuld, that Le n:igl1t , ot :.ug1nent my 
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·mother·s distress; hoping, ·abo, that he might. find some mode of pre­Yenting this event. As soon as 1 was born, he had me com·eyecl to a tower in the palace, to which there \rere twenty flights of stairs, each haYing a door; but my father kept the key of them all, so that no one eame near me without his knowledge. 'Vhen the fairies understood what had been clone, they first sent to demand me, and on my father· s refusal, they let loo e in his dominiolls. a lar~e and cl.readful dragon. This enormous reptile destroyed men, women aml children ; and even the Yegetation af eYery kind began to die throughout the kingdom. The king'R distress was increased by this devastation; and finding that in a short time his whole empire \r ould be annihilated, lte cwnsented to resign me. "All the bands and rolls of my S\mdli ng clothes were buckled with large pearls; four and t"·enty princesses of the blood carried me on a killtl of lig-ht litter, all dressed in w!Jite, 
to resemble my innocence, and 
were followed by the whole court, 
according to their ranks. \ Vhilc 
they were going up a mountain, 
they heard a melodious symphony; 
and afterwards the fairies appeared 
to the number of six and thirty, for 
the three had imitecl all their 
friends, each in a shell of pearl as 
large a. that wherein Venus arose 
out of the sea, and drawn by sea­
horse., in as great pomp as if they 
had been the fir. t queens in the 
world. ,,.hen they took me, it was w1tn sucn exnaordmary caresses, that it eemed as if they only liYecl to make me happy. 

"The dragon which was the instrument of their revenge against my father, follo ,red them bound in ehains of diamonds. Afterwards the de­,·ouring dragon came forward,;, the two fairies to whom my mothe'l: pro­mi,.;ecl me, placed thcm.-clYe:; npon him, am1 set my cradle bet\Yeen them then Striking the dragon " ·ith cl \\'<llHl, he j)l'CRently di,·played his large wing::;, and carried tl1em to their palace. Tu~ fairies placed me in a turret of the 1nlace eleganth· furni:>hetl but it had no Joor: so that access to me conkl only be ob.taine(l through the "i:1dowc:;. 1 had. ho"·eYcr, the liberty to go out into a tleligh tful garden. There i wa ' educated ll~' the fairie~, " ·ho certainly behaYed to me "·ith great kindne. s. lndccd, I think, that if 1 had n ~Yer een any persoJ1. but them, I , hould haYe been happy. "One of the windows of my tower oYerlookrd a long ayenue that led to the palace, but I haclueYer. een in it a humau being. One day, however, as I wa talking to my birds, I percciYccl a young gentleman who was li tening to me. As I had neYer 1Jefore seen any per.-on bttt the fairies, 1 thought him verv pleasing. He looked at me, and bowed '' ith rc. pect, but seemed afraid to speak to me, as he knevv I was in the palace of fairies. 'Vhen it became evening, he went awn ~', but I was un ... blc to se t~ 
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by which road he dena,r:ed. The next mornmg, almost aE: soon as light 

appeared, .r placed mo/self at the same window, and saw tJ1at the y0un•" 

g(·'ntleman had returned to his former spot. He now ventured to spP.ak 

to me, <wd said a great deal about the happiness my society would give him. 

"I r-esolvecl. to find some means of escaping, and requested the fair~es to 

dllow me a netting-needle, a mesh, and some cord, that I might make 

some net:;, ,and amuse myaclf with catching birds at my windo·w. This 

n:q uc ·t tl~ey readily cvmplied with; and in a short time I complPted a 

latlcler lcn~g enough to reach the ground. \Vhen the young gentleman 

l:ll!l>:t came under mv window, I told him what I had clone, and invited him 

.to come into my room, to which he rapturously consented. ·whilst '"·e 

were talking~ one of the fairies, mounted on a dragon, rushed in at the 

'-vindow of my room. The young gentleman thought only to defend me 

£rom their fury, for I had related to him my history, hut he was sou11 oYer­

powered, and the fairy had the cruelty to command t~1e dragon to devour 

him, e'en b~fore my eye6. One of them then touched me with a wand, 

and I instantlv became a \Vhite Cat. I was then conducted to this 

palace, and a ti·ain of cats were allowed me for m_v attendants, togethe•? 

wi th the twelve hands which waited on you, my prince. 

" The same fairy then informed me of the death of my parents, and pro­

nounced upon me as a sentence, 'that I should not he restored to mv 

natural form until a young prince, the exact resemblance of him whom ·1 

had already seen and lost, should cut off my head and tail, and cast them 

\:Ho a fire.' You, my prince, are that exact r~semblance, and you ha >l:l 

dissolv~Ll the enchantment." 

The prince and princess set out together, m a car of extraordinary 

splendour, and reached their destination just as the two brothers had 

arrived, ea..;h with a beautiful lady. The king having heard that all his 

sons had succeeded in finding and obtaining what he had exacted, again 

began to think of some fresh expedient to procrastillate th~ suJTClHler of 

his crown. The elder princes felt indignation that such heautiJul am! 

:interesting young ladies as had consenteci to t.ccompatly thom s.wuld lw 

suhjected to such unmerited disappointment . 

At that instant the princess advanced, ar,d acldressed the old monarch. 

"I lament that your maj esty who is . o capable of goYcrning, should have 

thought of resigning the crown. I am so fortuna~c as to haYe six kingdoms 

included in my empire. Permit me to bestow one on each of the elder 

of your two princes, and to enjoy the remaining four with your youngest 

son. And may it please your majesty, to keep your own kingdom, aJHl 

make no deC:ision concerning the beauty of the princes es before you, <:uch 

of whom will live happy with their ro. pective prince.'' 

The king and all the court were not able to express their joy anll 

amazement. The marriage of the three Prince!S and their Princesses wetc 

.celehrated at the same time, and the ccurt spent. sev(;ral months ir, pl~a. ure 

and. diver: ion; after which they all went to their dominions, and the 

White Cat gained as great honour by her hounty an.d generosity, a.~ by 

her rare merit <),nd boau~ v 






