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"< Sove sick he was, and like -to die, ·-. ~ 

., .. ~ No h~lp his life cou~d save; 
~ Ilis wife~ 'by him as sick did lie~ 

And both possess'd one grave 
, ' ~ ' -

~ '~ No .""love b-etween these tvto \Vas lost, 
, Each vvas to other k. nd, 
In love they liv'd, in love they died, 

And left t\VO &abes behind ; 



_Tow,· brother, said the dying 
Look to my · children dear, 

Be good unto my boy and girl, 
.~. o friends else have tlley . here : 







dear, 

. ( With lipS. ·. as cold as. any stone, 

Theym 'kiss' d their children small; 
'God bless you both, my children dear, 

With that the tears did fall. 



Tl1e 







be, 

Yet .: one of them more hard of heart, 
... Did·· vow to do his charge, 

·· · , -~ Because the wretch that hired hitn, 
Had · paid him very large. 



~- ·:.. •• -.i,:~ 

Thes\! pretty · babes, ·with h~~:t(f in · hat£~. 
,_ Went wandering tip and '"down: 

But never tnore could see the ·ffian ·· : . ~ ~~;~~ · 
App oaching from the . ' 







r. ' .r·.. :j 

. T~e.ir pr~tt¥ 11ips with black-berries, 
.· · ~, ,~ :'Were all besmeared and dyed, · 
< -And~ \vhen they sa~ . .the darksome night, 
. ·: . They sat them clown . .an~ cried. · 

• .. :~ffhus wandered these poor innocents, 
·. /~~ Till death did end. their grief; 

In one ano-th~r's arms they died, 
As wanting due relief: 

. . 

No burial this pretty pair 
Of any man· receives, 

Till Robin-red-breast piously 
Did cover them with leaves. 

And rtov; the heavy wrath of God 
Upon their ancle fell ; 

Yea, fearful ·fiends did ,naunt his house, 
His conscience felt an hell; 

His barns were firJd, his goods consum'd~ 
His lands vvere barren p1ade, 

, · His cattle died within the field, 
And nothing with him stay'd. 

And in a voyage to Portugal 
· 1 wo Qf his sons did die : 



. . ~· ... 
•, . . ~ ·' ·~"' 

;; ~ And to 'con~lude~ h'in1self \Vas 

.· fro want a!'ld misery: 

· I-Ie pawn'd anii' mortgaged all his ~ land . 
Ere seven ·years -came about, · 

And now at length this \\rick~:d "a€t '-_-
Did by this ~~a_ns come out: .. , 

The fellow, that . did take in hand 
These ··~hildre.n for to kill, . -~ · 

\Vas for a robbery jtLdg'd to d_ie, .~~,~, 
Such was God's b-lessed \vill: 

\Vho d1d confess the very truth, _ · 
As ·here hath.-. been displaj~~ .... 

Their uncle having died 'in .g_~€11~~ 
\\There he for debt was laid. ~ f 

You that executors be. made, 
And overseers eke 

Of children that pe fatherless, 
And infants n1ild and meek; 

Take you example by this thing, 
And yield to each his right, 

Lest God with such like misery 
Your wicked minds requite." ' 




