


'  bi’ G;‘rgght fOrth; fo ' hh t

”A 0‘f:mtlvemam of good accgunt
L Norfolk dwelt of late
“‘Nho d1d m Thonor far surmount

MOat men of his ‘estate,
.

Sore sick he was, and like to die,
- No help his life could save; L
st wife by him as sick did e @ o
And both p_ossessd one grave. W

Vo love between these two was lost,
Each was to other kind,

In love they livid, in love they died.

r And left two babes behmd P




| fj-{The one a ﬁne and pre’tty boy,

. Nos passmg three years old;
}The other o g1rl more young than he
| And framd n beautys mould

. .;he father left lus httle son,

. plamly doth appear,

"'When he to perfect age should cc come __
| Three hundred posmds a V@a"‘}r“: =

':s-;ffngnd to hlS httl éaugnm‘* }ane
~ Five hundred pounds in goli
To be paid down on marriage- day,

 Which mlght not be Controlld

But if the chlldren chance to dle “
 Ere they to age should come,

Their uncle should possess their Weaith
S~ For 50 the WIH dld run.

Now brother, S'ud the d’ymor man,
Look to my children dear,

. Be good unto my boy and girl,
No friends else have they here:



“:Re bargained Wil
: Vf%ie were of urrousy ""mo;od;, :
©hat' They should Take These ehildren young
scAnd sy Them in a wood.:”
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To God and you I 'r'e_'Comménd
My children dear this day:
v--jj‘Butﬁ little while be sure we have
Wlthm th1s world to stay.

You must be father and mother both
. And uncle all in one: .

. Ll knows what will becozme of them,

| When | am dead and gone

:.':’,;;Wxth that spoi\e out thelr mother dear,

‘O brother kind, quoth she,

You are the man must bring our babes
To wealth or misery.

~ And if you keep them carefully,

~ Then God will you reward ;

But if you otherwise should deal,
God will your deeds regard.

With lips as cold as any stone,
They kiss'd their children small;
God bless you both, my children dear,
With that the tears did fall.



~ These speeches then their brother spoke
. 1o B sick couple there,

 The keeping of your little Ones
_ Sweet sister, do not fear:

God never prosper me nor mine,
| Nor aught else that 1 have,
| .If 1 do wrong your children dear
When you are lald in grave |

The parents bean‘ dead and gone

 The children home he takes, .

And brings them stralght unto his house,
Where much of them he makes

He had ‘not .-kept 'these pretty _biafbes'
A twelve-month and a day,

But, for their wealth, he did devise
To make them both away.

He bargaind with two ruffians strong,
Which were of furious mood,
That they should take these children young

And slay them in a wood.



J\ncl he Hhatwey of milder mood,
slay The iher There,
\7\77F"rt an un&PQunerﬁ’ed, </o0d. 5
(‘\fze %&b% did cLua;Ke §0° ‘Sebr»
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| Ohege prelly babes Wik hand in Fand

* Wenl \ﬂand\zer*fng u}o\ﬁzgd. down;
T3l nevermore could see e man

}spppoaching Sraorrz Ihe Jown: =




He told his wife an artful tale,
‘He would the children send
 To be brought up in fair London
‘ Wlth one that was his frlend

tAway then went those pretty babes,
 Rejoicing at that tide,

Rejolcmg Wltl’l a merry mind

They should on cock- horse ride.

. They prate and prattle pleasantly, .

As they ride on the wiy
To those that should their butchers be,
And work their lives' decay;

So that the pretty speech they had,
Made Murder's heart relent:
And they that undertook the deed,

Full sore did now repent.

Yet one of them more hard of heart,
Did vow to do his charge,

~ Because the wretch that hired him,

Had paid him very large.



. zv; THE WOOB

. The otherwont agree thereto,

. 5o here they fll to strife:
| *Wlth one another they did hight,
About the chlldrens ile

. And he that was of mildest mood
 Did slay the other i
Wlthm an unfrequented wood ;

: The babes did quake for fear'
He took the children by the hand

Tears standing in their eye,
And bade them stralorhtway follow hlm,
And look they did jot cry :

And two loncr mlles he led them on,
While they for food complain:
Stay here, quoth he, Ill brmg you bread,
When I come back again.

These pretty babes with hand in band
Went wandering up and down:

But never more could see the man
Approaching from the town:



“ Ohein hretty It willy blackberries
\Werga a”gbegr%zemed and dyed;

| Aﬂd when ‘ﬁ?eg saw the dar-ksome rg.’gh‘t’

’ @er\é 53T Them down and cried:
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"";’regl,r pretty hps w1th black berrles, |
Nere all besmeared and dyed,

And when they saw the darksome mght
- *?fThey sat them (iown a,nd crled

:»;.,f?_f.:;-:;%Thus wandered these poor mnccents

Till death did end their grief,

In one another’s arms they died,
As wanting due rehef

N o burial this pretty pair, |
Of any man receives,

Till Robin-red-breast piously
Did cover them with leaves.

Ahd now the heavy wrath of God
.~ Upon their uncle fell;
~ Yea, fearful fiends did haunt his house,

&His conscience felt an hell

His barns were fird, his goods consum'd,
His lands were barren made,

- His cattle died within the field

And nothing with him stay'd.

~ And in a voyage to Portugal
. Two of his sons did die:




| THE BABES IN THE W00D.

;pd to conclude hlmself was brought .
To want and mlsery , -

He pawnd and mertgaged all hlS land;'

. Ere seven years came about,

And now at Iength this wicked act
Dld by this means come out:

SR

The fellOW that dld take in hand

| Thesse ehlldren for to kill, .
"""‘\Vas for a robbery judod to dhe
Such was Gods besSed will -

Who did confefss the very truth,
. As here hath been dlaplayi

The: undle having died in gaei
Where he for debt was laid.

You that executors be made
And overseers eke "

Of children that be fatherless
And infants mild and meek;

A

Take you example by this thing,
And yield to each his right,
Lest God with such like misery
Your wicked minds requite.







