
THE 

001\IICAL HISTORY AND TRAGICAL END 
01" 

REYNARD THE FOX. 



·AUNT MARY'S ADDRESS. 

UNT MARY submits, with great pleasure, the First of her Story Booi:s for Young People. 
the Selection of Stories, great care will be taken to secure those which are peculiarly 

teresting, and calculated to excite a thirst for knowledge, as well as to impart a high 
oral tone. The Series will consist of Twelve Story Books, and when completed, they will 
rm a Volume of Tales for Young People, unequalled by any Work of similar price. 

l. THE COMICAL HISTORY AND TRAGICAL END OF REYNARD THE FOX 

2. THE ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

3. PILGRilWS PROGRESS TO THE CELESTIAL CITY. 

4. DON'T TELL. 

5. ANECDOTES OF ANIMALS . 
• 

est! Story Books will be published at intervals of One Month; and the Volume will be 
eady early in December, 1852. Price-Numbers, 2d., Volumes, 2s. 6d. 

Now Ready, uniform with Aunt 111ary' s Story Books, 

GRANDFATHER WHITEHEAD'S CATECHISJ\IS, 
esigned to make the acquirement of Useful Knowledge by the Young, and by Beginners 
f All Ages, easy and pleasing. These Catechsima will appear at intervals of about one 
onth, in the following order:-

1. NATURAL PHILOSOPHY-ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 

2. NATURAL HISTORY-PRINCIPLES OF CLASSIFICA't' lOl . 

3. MECHANICS. 

4. CHEMISTRY. 

5. ELECTRICITY, OPTICS, AND ACOUSTICS. 

6. PNEUMATICS, HYDRAULICS, &c. 

7. VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY AND BOTANY. 

8. ANIMAL PHYSIOLOGY AND ANATO}IY. 

9. ZOOLOGY. 

10. ASTRONOMY AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

11. GEOLOGY AND METALLURGY. 

12. THE APPLIED SCI E ' CES-LOCO~WTION, ARTS. MAN UFACTURES, 

SA NATORY I MPROVEMENTS, &c., &c. 

Each subject will be treated with the utmost care; especial attention being paid 
to the latest discoveries of facts and principles of Science. The Catechisms will therefore 
supply, when complete, a work eminently adapted by its cheapness, simplicity, and com
pleteness, to promote the diffusion of Useful Knowledge in Schools, and in Domestic 
Circles. The Volume will be ready on the close of the year, Price 2s. 6d., Elegantly Bound. 

Now Ready, 

OR HOMES ~IADE IIAPPY ; 
Vol. II., Price ls., containing a Christmas Tale, and a New Assortment of Enigmas, Cha. 
rades, Repuses, Conundrums, &c. In this Volume, the whole of the FAMILY FRIEND 
Prize Emgmas up to the end of 1851 are inserted, with their Solutions. 

London: Houlston & Stoneman, 65, :Paternoster Row. 



THE 

COMICAL HISTORY AND TRAGICAL END 
OF 

INTRODUCTION. 

'l'll E following Tales and Illustration. have bncn ;:;ugge::;ted 

by the curious and entertaining groups of stufted animals lately 

exhibited in the Crystal Palace, the production of the ingenious 

Hermann Ploucquet, of the Royal Museum of Stnt.tgart, the capital 

of WurLemberg. 
These figure. were of yery general interest, espccia1ly to the 

young, who will now have an opportunit of perpetuating them in 

their memories ; for the engravings here pn~ .:ented have been care

fully copied from the stuiTed ·pecim n~, anr1 the text has, of course, 

been made ·ubserYient to them. The story of Heynard the Fox i::; 

of German origin, and has been for many yc<u · popular in that 

country. \Yc have adapted it, with many C;,sential va.riations and 

Rdclitions, from an old copy, printed in Eno·land, in 1756. 

f~ the clays of opening summer, when the :\YC\.'t-scented flower:; 

were expanding in the warm .·m1. hine, and the binls were carolling 

their cheerful ongs from e'Tery bourrh, the Lion, king of beasts, a 

magnanimou: and graciou monarch, publi hed a royal proclamation, 

dated at hi palace, in the forest of Numidia, tlw.t vvery bea t in hi 

dominion;- should attend at court to celeb!\ te t.he nuptial of the 
A 



2 THE COMICAL HISTORY .AXD THAGlCAL END 

prince, hi eldest son, with a princess of the forest of Bareith. All 
his va ·sals, excepting Reynard the Fox (who, as we shall see, had 
good reason for keeping away), olJeycd the :;summons; and there wn,,, 
great feasting and revelry for seven day., during \Yhich the marriage 
was performed " ·ith a po111p befitting the occa ion, anrl the tlis
tinguished rank of the parties intere.·ted. At the concln~ion of these 
gaieties, a council was held, at which the Lion presided in state, to 
hear sundry charges agaiust Reynard the Fox, \Yhosc audacity and 
violence had created a host of cncmie:-:, \Yho 110\Y eagPrly pres:-ed 
forward to state their grievance;:;. 

Foremost among them \vas Lgrim the \Yolf, wlw 1rrran by 
informing his Majesty that Reynard had cruelly trcatr>cl se....-c.:ral 
members of his family, without the lea t provocation, all(l that he 
had e'en boasted of hi:-: wi ketlness. 

" ·Sire," said Curtisc the Hound, "I haYe also ucen a vicLim to 
the deceit of Reynard the Fo -. It happened in a trying season, 
when food was difficu]t to be obtained. By dint of hard lalJour, 
I had :craped together a sul;:tantial dinner, and was about to 
appease my hunger, \Yben this treacherous e11emy passed l>y, and 
feigning to see a goodly prey in the distance, persuaded me to seek 
it. When I returned from my fi'uitles: errand, the greedy ra:ca1 had 
purloined my food, and I wa · nearly . tarving iu con:cquence." 

, 'ir Tibert the Cat, on hearin cr thi~ com1 Jaint, with :fire in hi, C) e::. 
and an ano-ry countenance} ~prung nimbly forward, and. kneelinrr 
before the King} accu eel the Hound of having stolen fr()m him 
the good things he had mentioned as having rmrnNl l;y houe:t 
industry; though, in truth, we must declare that Sir Tibert hi1nself 
had taken them on the :Jy from a nci~Thl;ouring mill. 

·when tho confusion incident to thi::; recrimination had sub,idrd, 
Sir ChanticlePr, the Cock, ' ith hi " ·ife anrl :i trr the good hen., 
~[otley and Clackwell, ad...-anced :lowly in funeral proces::;ion, cackling 
anrl crying most ·orrowful1y, while four young hen: carried a bier, 
:-mpporting the body of their dead si ter. 

Sir Chanticleer, kneeling before the King, exclaimed: 
"Ju tice, mo ·t gracious 'o\rcreign, again t the craven Reynard the 

Fox, \Vbo ha , in the most treacherou · manner, a ailed my happine;:;._. 
l bad eight valiant on~, and even fair daughter:, who were the 
comfort and the pride of my exi tence; but, alas ! neither hravery 
nor beauty could secure them again. t the artful depravity of their 
C'nemy, who succeeded in enticing away and de troying teu of my 
family. Yesterday, a I wa · alone, brooding over my . orrow:-;, I 
espied tbi. cruel per ecutor coming toward. me, but no longpr ,·ith 
the ro7ui ·h connclent look he wa · accustomed to ' ear. His eyes 
were bent on the ground, with an expression of humility and con-
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trition. Reynard, disguised as a l~ermit (see Engravin.q, page 8), 
was constantly turning a rosary in his hand, and muttering prayers 
of penitence at the same time. With a slow and constrained step he 
approached, and presented me with a paper, to which your Majesty's 
signature was attached, and which set forth that, in consequence of 
the deep remorse exhibited by Reynard the Fox for his past mis
deeds, and the self-penance inflicted on himself, together with his 
promises of future amendment, your Majesty had deigned to grant 
a free pardon to him. 

"'Fear no more, friend Chanticleer,' said Reynard; 'go forth 
in safety with youT children, for I have neither the 'Will nor the 
ability to harm you. My wickedness presses hard upon me, and 
I must endeavour now to atone for the past.' With these words, the 
artful tra.itor sighed deeply, as though his heart would break, and 
appeared so afflicted that I was moved with compassion. 

"Secure, as I thought, fi·om all da.nger, I called my family around 
me, and we proceeded for a lengthened stroll in the neighbourhood of 
the farm-yard, whP.re we dwell; but, alas! the enemy \Vas lurking 
near. With a sudden bound, out started Reynard the Fox from the 
place of concealment whence he had watched all our movements, mild 
pouncing upon my youngest daughter, now lying on yondeT bier, 
carried her off. After a hot pursuit she was Tescued fi·om his jaws, 
but the breath had left her body. For justice I again a.ppeal, most 
noble King ! " 

"'\iVith an impatient :flourish of his tail, and flashing eyes, the Lion 
listened to the Tecital of these audacious pranks of his Tebellious 
subject, and the fate of ReynaTd the Fox seemed decided, when up rose 
Grimbard the Ba.dger, nephew of the accused culprit, and thus spoke: 

"My Sovereign liege, it is proverbially kno\Y"TI that malice never 
speaks welJ. of any person. My uncle, a stranger at the Court, and 
no favourite, stand maligned before your Majesty. I wish his 
accuser~ had the integrity to state the provocations he has received. 
Do they forget the fi ~h he risked his life in stealing, while they kept 
back for fear, and then defrauded him of it, devoluing it among them
selve ·, and scarcely lea\ing him the bones? Did they not also get 
from him, with specious promises and show of friendship, the flitch of 
l)acon that Reynard had al o taken, and for which he \Vas ne:tr 
paying dearly, being c.a.ught by the owner in a sack, and escaping 
w1 th great difficulty ? The many injuries that I grim the \Volf has 
inflicted on my uncle are too tedious to mention ; and a to Curtise 
the Hound, whoever can discern between 1·ight and Yn-ong, must 
confes it i not criminal to take stolen goods from a thief. Sir 
Chanticleer . hould aLo remember how often he has alarmed the 
village with his crowing, and end(.l.ngcred the life of my uncle, \\hen 

A2 
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he was quietly pasaing, without injuring him. My uncle may have 
faults, but I assure your Majesty, that, unless he is provoked, he i.· 
quite harmless." 

The King, who had listened to this debate with great attention, now 
stood rampant on his throne, shaking hi!:i mane, aud lashing the air with 
his tail. \Vith a loud roar and powerful voice, at length he exclaimed: 

· " ·what ! shall even vice find an ad vocate in my pre. ence ? Shall 
any vassal beast of mine thrive by hypocrisy, grow daring in 
oppression, prey on his fellows, or increase his means by fraud P 
Your uncle is, I fear, deeply guilty; his artful stratagems and mi -
chievous intentions betray it, and I blush to think that even you; 
his nephew, can plead in his defence, since to excuse bad actions i. 
in some measure to share the wickedness. , 'hame and di ·honour will 
ever redound to those who varnish crimes, or hold the guilty frcP. 
Your daughter being dead, Sir Chanticleer, is past rcca11, anrl hall 
have funeral honours. All your complaint. shall ha.vc redress, and 
1·eceive due attention from our Privy Council; mcamYhile we will 
summon Reynard the Fox to answer for his conduct. 

The King, by the advice of his Privy Council, de-patcheu Sir Bruin 
the Bear, to summon Reynard the Fox to appear at Court and ta.kc 
his trial, with a strict caution, however, to guard aga.in. ·t a.ny trick 
the audacious rebel might be di po ed to play upon him. This 
advice was wasted upon Sir Bruin, who was exceedingly conceited, 
and fancied that he had no equal in sagacity and cunning. ·with the. e 
feelings, he disguised himself and . et forward on his journey; and 
soon found Reynard the Pox at home (see Etl{Jrctving, page ), . eated 
on a sofa in a comfortable apartment of Bramblebrier Ca:tle, hi.
principal residence. At the moment f)ir Bruin entered the room, 
Reynard was deeply engaged in thought, one paw :upporting 
his head, and his tail curling gracefully over anoth<·r, while the 
expre~sion of hi::; eyes seemed to clenote that orne shr •wd plot 
was busily working in hi· brain. He ro c, ho\Yever, with grca t 
courte. y to welcome Sir Bruin. 

"What news from Court, my friend ?" he cxclaimcu. 
" The King is surpri:ed at your ab:cnec; lmt thi · letter," said 

Sir Bruin, pre. enting his credentials at the . amr time, "will secure 
o us, no doubt, the pleasure of ·oon ~eeing yon there." 

" ·why, to tell you the truth," replict.l R<'ynard eoufidentially, 
"my retirement from public life ha · not l.Jcen oc:ca.jou d by any want 
of condescen ion on the part of hi Maje .· ty the Lion, or from any 
actual dislike to the world in general, but :imply from diffident 
motive. , and a consciou ·ne that I do not po:ssc s the di ·simulation, 
flattery, and pliable disposition . o e ~ ·ential to a, courtier. 'orry, 
inde d, I should be if, thu obeying tho dictate. of my consci nee, 
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I forfeited the favour of our gracious Sovereign, for I am as innocent 
as any beast alive of deception, and incapable of doing an unworthy 
action. However, I will accompany you to the royal presence; and 
there, though slow of speech, I will defend myself---" 

"Nobly resolved," cried Sir Bruin, secretly delighted with the 
success of his mission. 

''--and no doubt," continued Reynard, without noticing the 
interruption, "I shall be honourably acquitted from every charge; at 
least, my mind tells me so." 

" Shall we start at once?" inquired Sir Bruin, impatiently. 
"Why, no. Tarry, I pray you, good Sir Bruin, under my roof 

to-night, when you shall be honourably entertained, and to-morrow 
morning we vvill eet forward together. I have more need of this rest, 
as I have been indulging somewhat freely of late in the delights of a 
honeycomb, a dish of which I am particula.rly fond." 

At the mention of the honeycomb, the eyes of Sir Bruin shone 
eagerly, and the desire for immediate departure quickly vanished. 

((You argue wisely," he said, addressing his host; "let us not 
neglect an opportunity of recruiting our strength. That honeycomb 
) ou mentioned is a feast for an emperor. I ask no other food ; 
supply me with that, and consider me your best friend for ever." 

"I am right well pleased to :find that you like honey, Sir Bruin," 
replied Reynard, "and that it is in my power to give you a treat. 
Let us go, then, to a neighbouring hou::;e, inhabited by a friend of 
mine, a carpenter Ly trade, who has a large stock of it,- indeed, as 
much as you could devour in seven years." 

'' Friend Reynard," returned the Bear, giving him his paw, "my 
heart warms with love for you. I shall endeavour to deserve your 
kindness. You may boldly present yourself before the King, and 
leaye me to manage your adversaries. I will still their clamours and 
satisfy their complaint·. \Ve courtiers have a certain manner of 
dealino· with these matters, unknown to others, and "\Ve acquit or 
condemn according to our interest." · 

Thu · conversing pleasantly, and with apparent friendship, Reynard 
the Fox and hi~ companion proceeded towards the house of Landford, 
for so the carpenter was na.med; and, entering the work-yard, they 
saw a large oa.k, lately felled, which he had begun to cleave, and in 
·which the wedge "·ere still sticking. 

< Friend," whi ·pered Reynard, my. teriou:;ly, in the ear of Sir 
Bruin, "within tbi. oak-tree before us lie· ·uch a store of honey, that 
a thou and persons might regale themselves with it, and be satisfied; 
but be careful, my dear and honoured friend, and attend to my 
in, truction . You will nnd a pas age at thi · open end. Enter and 
enjoy yourself; but I pray you bear in mind, that moderati •n i ' 
whole orne, while a surfeit is dangerous.' ' 
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" Fear not for me, Reynard; I have not lived thus long in the 

world without learning experience. Few there are who can equal me 
in wisdom and shrewdness. Now for the honey." 

"With these words, Sir Bruin thrust in his head and feet as far as 

he was able, when Reynard the Fox, slyly watching his opportunity, 
ran forwards, pulled out the wedges, and the tree closing, locked fast 

the unlueky honey-seeker. 
J..,oud and merrily laugheJ. Reynard the Fox at this clever trick 

played upo11 his greedy enemy, and many were the jeers with which 

he greeted him. 
" Is the honeyrom b sweet to the taste, Sir Bruin? Are you 

making a good dinner? Take your time, I carne tly entreat you, 

that your digestion may not suffer from over ha te. \.V"here is now 
your wonderful sagacity, friend Bruin, and the experience natural to 

your years? You look for all the world like a thief in the pillory ! 
\.V"ill no bail be taken ? " 

\.Vith these, and sundry other remarks of the like nature, c1icl 

Reynard the Fox treat his di com:fited victim, ·when suddenly he 
espied Landford, whom the roaring of 1 'ir Bruin bad arou. ed, 

approaching hastily the spot, when he retreated to a short di. ·tance to 
watch the end of this adventure. Great wa:.; the urprise of tlH~ 

carpenter on seeing who wa held fast in the ·left of the tree, and 

raising hi voice, the villagers came running towards him, armed 

with all kinds of domestic weapons, with which they belaboured poor 
Sir Bruin so lustily, that he lay for a time i.n:cn. ihle; but, , ummoH

ing all his strength, ·with a uddcn spring be c .. ·tric:ated him elf fi-om 

his persecutors ; not, however, without leaving hi· ear. and a portion 

of his skin in their pos e:-5. ion as trophies. The terror depicted on 
his countenance served him in tl1is need. more than his , trrngth; and 

raising a hideous yell, he leaped, as well a· he was abl , amoug a. 
cro\ 'd of female pectator:.;, and plunged iuto a deep river which raa 

adjacent, and into \vhich number· of the womeu, in th •ir eruleavour:-; 
to avoid him, al ·o felL Thi wa. a lucky incident for Sir Bruin, 

who, s"\Vimming in the . trength of the ~trearn, fouud m an: to e ·cal•l', 
while hi · ene111ies were endt>avonring to ·ave th ir friends. I11 <t 

pitiful pli:;ht he at 1f nrrtb, with great flifficulty ancl fatigue, anin;d 
at Court, to the great co11steruatiou and anu zcnwut nf the Kiug aud 
hi:5 attencbnt:, \Yho liste11ecl to hi.· account of the preteucl(•d fri nd. hip 

of Reynard thn Fox, aud tbe c n<:eqnencc: tl1at lHu.l l'P ·ulted, \Yith 

indignation, and a de ·ire for vengeance. 
" 1 'ir Bruin," e.·da.imed the sacracious wonan.:h, "your wouncl .; 

. hall lJe healed by the retribution we will exact frorn your perfidious · 

€nemy. Dut \ve mu:t e ·ercise caution, for ' hat can . trencrth avail 

again t treaeher y and stratarrem P" 
After Ol t. C tl r hate in conn ·i], it w, . rc:olved to . Uit1mon R ·ynard 
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the Fox once more, and Sir Tibert the Cat w<ts chosen for this com 
mission on account of his keen wit, his gravity aud '\Yisdom, and the 
l1igh esteem in which he had always stood with Reynard . The Cat 
·,vonld gladly have been excused, and cntren,ted his Majesty to 
appoint some beast of greater abilities for the task, alleging that he 
was too feeble for the execution of a ma.tteT of such importance; 
for if t11e great Sir Bmin, he argued, could not prevail with all his 
strength, ho~Y could a poor Cat, who wa.s scarcely able to master a 
rat ? 

" Be satisfiell and obedient, Sir Tibert," replied the King; "it i::> 
prudence, a,nd not mere a.nimal force we require in this case ; -cra.ft 
against cmft. I have full confidence in your wisdom and integrity, 
and that you "ill not, like Sir Bruin the Bear, neglect your public 
duty for the gr~tification of your own desires. Proceed, therefore, on 
yom· mission ! " · 

Sir Tibert the Ca.t accordingly se t out for Bra.mblebtier Castle, pro 
ceeding cheerfully on his road, until he happened to see a magpie 
llying ou his left side, which, a,s he was somevvhat superstitious, he 
took as an omen of ill success, and his spirits were slightly depressed 
in consequence. Arming himself with better hope, however, he soon 
arrived at his destination, and was rejoiced to find Reynard the Fox 
at !tome. (See Engmving, page 8.) He found that worthy seated 
at the gate of his castle, busily occupied in m.aking up his accounts, 
\Yith an open ledger before him, and seYeral pieces of money, which 
he "·as regarding with a. look of great sagacity and satisfaction, 
1ut.Ying probably obta.inell t1lem by some clever exercise of his wit 
;mel ingenuity. B eynanl recei'ved Sir Tibert with great politene:ss 
and complacency of manners; and after the ceremony of greeting 
,·a.· oyer, the lo,tter "·arned his host of the imminent danger he was 

likrly to incur if he did not speedily make his appearance at Court, 
''"hich point he greatly urged and recommended to him, adding that 
hi::; Majesty the Lion \Vas in grer"t "·rath at his treatment of Sir 
Brui11 the Bear: and his rebellious defiance of the last . ummons sent 
to him. Reynard, being a cleyer reaooner, argued Ycry learnedly 
f1)l' hi::; own ca~e, and cxpre ·ed himself extremely proud of the 
honom· conferred upon him by the King, in rcncling hi::> cousin Sir 
Tibert, without at once proceeding to violei1ce; he fnrther admitted 
that it '\ a.· his l)Otmden uuty to 'I.Yait upon his .~0 \'Creig-n, and thr~t he 
\Yould accompany Sir Tibcrt a early in the morning as he might 
think proper· xu1··ing himself for not settin~· out in ·tantly, from 
lt:nring 11 weakly stomach, in cou equenc" of par a1.ing rather too 
freely of mice the preceding e\·Jning ;- n. dclica.te fooJ, Reynard 
<tddeJ lJut now to him, although it aboun .:jed in a neighbourino· 

- ~ 

hnu. ~~ir Tibcrt raised hi. ears at this infonn;:\.t"on, and owned 
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that this was a dish to which he was exceedingly partial. He was 
therefore soon prevailed upon to remain at Bramblebrier Castle 
until the morning; and it was agreed, as he suddenly felt himself 
hungry, that they should at once proceed to the ba.rn, where he could 
indulge his appetite at leisure. 

""With an impatient step Sir Tibert trotted gaily forward, con
versing very sociably with Reynard, although his thoughts were 
intent on the delicacies in prospect. They soon reached the spot, 
and approaching a hole, Reynard politely invited his companion to 
enter. Sir Tibert, not to be outdone in ceremony, requested the 
other to take the lead, to ·which Reynard would by no means consent, 
urging that he could not treat a Cat of his dignity '\lith :5uch ill man
ners. After some good-natured scruples about precedency, Sir Tibert, 
yielded, and boldly entered the passage--but, alas! to his cost; 
for he wa~ caught by the neck in a noose placed there by the 
faTm-people to entrap Reynard himself, for having stolen a fat hen 
the preceding night. The sly Fox, however, ;~bad watched their 
movements, and determined to profit by it in ensnaring the Cat. 
'Vith a chuckle of satisfaction at the success of his. plalls, Reynard 
returned to Bramb1ebrier Castle, to recount the story to his wife and 
children, \Yho were exceedingly diverted. Meanwhile, the loud cries 
of the Cat roused the inmate::> of the farm, who, rushing upon the 
defenceless Sir Tibert, struck him until they broke the cord in which 
he hung, and he fell to the ground insensible . Happily for the Cat) 
ho\Yel-cr, a heavy blow, intended for him as he lay sprawling, 
alighted upon the shoulders of one of his antagonists, which turned 
the fury of the battle from his quarter, and allowed him an oppor
tunity of retreatino-, \Yhich he did in the best manner he was able, 
halting and tumbling on the vva.y, until he reached the Court (haYing 
lost an eye in the battle), where he laid his complaint of the trea
rherou Reynard. 

The indignation of the kingly Lion and his Privy Council, ou 
hearing of this additional outrage committed by the Fox, was beyond 
all bound ·. A detachment of troops wa on the point of being 
tle ~patched to besiege Bramblebrier Castle, and bring its rebellious 
rul r, ali 1e or dead, to the royal presence ; when Grim bard the 
Badger) Reynard's nephe·w, craved an audience of his Majesty> and 
engaged to overcome his uncle's obstinacy, and lead him to Court. 
After ome difficulty, permis ion wa~ granted, and Grimbard took 
his departure. On arriving at the Castle, he found his uncle and 
aunt porting \Yith their cubs; and after an affectionate greeting, he 
·trongly entreated Reynard to obey this, the third summons of his 
sovereign, a· uring him that, in ca e of refu ~al, there would only be 
nne day between him and ruin; a.nd he doubted not, through hi~ 
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uncle's wisdom anJ discretion, and the interest of his friends, be 
\Vould triumph over all his enemies . After some further ol,servation , 
Grimbard the Badger gained his point, and Reynard was induced 
to comply. "Remember, however, nephew," he said, '(it i::; only a. 
feeling of patriotism and loya.Ity that urges me to this decision. l 
\Vill go, not so mncb to answer for 1llY offences, as to con\ince the 
Court how greatly they stand in need of me in the couucil-cbamlJer;. 
for the conntry is going to ruin ·with mismanagement, and I am 
the only one who can save it." 

"\Vith these words, taking leaYe of his \\·ife and cnbs, Reynard tlw 
Fox set forward with Grimbard his ncpl1ew; and haYing arrived at 
Court, he \Yas immediately arrested by orders from his Majesty the 
Lion, and a council was .'Ummoned to try his case. Numberles:-
,•omplaints ,;~y·ere brought against him by almost every beast and fowl 
of the forests and lakes; and foremost <Hl10DIY his acC;u. ers were the 
Wolf, tl1e Bear, the Cat, the As.-:;, the Camel, the Goose, the Cor
morant, the Rook, the Coney, the Weasel, the Sheep, and others. 
_\. mass of overwhelming evidence ,-..-a,. offered in support of their 
dw.rges; and Reynard, after lJeing cautioned again st sayi11g any
thing that might criminClote himself, was called upon for his defence. 
Ri ·ing with an air of injured innocence, the Fox thu · commenced 
lli · discourse : 

'( Most gracious SoYereign, although I stancl as a criminal in your 
royal presence, I can safely say that a, more loyal bosom thau mint· 
1loes not exist, nor is there a heHt in which innoceuc:e is more -firmly 
~cated. It is true, I have not the graces of speech, nor the arts of 
,·xaggeration, displayed by those immediately attendant upon yonr 
}Jajrsty; but where there is no guilt, reason must follow the plain
t)St words, a.ncl upon this I rely. I on<.:e \Yas gay aud hrtppy too 
:~t Court; I dwelt in the sunshine of your royal fi.tvour, and .-t oocl 
lair to obtain the highest preferment, until EnYy, jet~ lous of my goocl 
iortune, drove me from thence, and made me tr1:1.st to my owH 
resource.' for a livelihood. That tbe.'c were somctiwe~ clou btfully 
l'mployecl, I must confes.'; but Isgrim the \Yolf, who ,,a,. th l'n your 
t.reasurer, first taught me how to .teal; my theft. \Yrrr trifling ·whei l 
I'Olupared with hi,.; mine he ~sould share, howe,-cr, hut alway. kcJ t 
hi · own." 

" "lour }Iaje ·ty," exclaimed the \Volf, darting forwards with fi ery 
eye ·, " surely will not believe this mon ter of deception ~" 

"Peace, good Isgrim," returned the Lion, addre .-inl! the "\V lf, 
"leaye me to manage this affair. A .. for you, Reymn·cl, I kno,y ynu 

\rell ; you are a dis ·em bling traitor." 
(( l\ly liege," replied the Fox," had I been a tr,.itor, I houlcl nut 

ktYo lJeeu acc-used as I am at the pre rnt time. The crin :) or 
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which I a.m clmrged a.re but the outpourings of their revenge who seek 
my ruin. If I have at any time done wrong, it is not in my natural 
disposition; for in my youth I was noted for my tenderness, having 
sported with the lamb:; vd10le clays together without injuring them, 
until a.t length-Oh dire disaster !-unhappily I bit one. The tempt
ing morsel had so sweet a relish, that I have never since been a.ble 
to resist a liking for the same flesh. The sad remembrance of thi · 
circumstance draws tears from my eyes. Your Majesty will forgive 
me for betra.ving such weaknes ·." 

" Our time i~ not to lJe \Yasted in this manner," exelaimed the 
Lion, angrily; "keep to the point, and answer the accusations 
brought against you.'' 

" Your Mightiness shall be obeyed," replied Reynard, bov,·ing low; 
< ( and first, I would ask the Wolf whether he has not, in conjunction 
with Sir Bruin the Bear, concerted measures to remove your Majesty 
ti-om sovereign au t.hority, and Ta.isc the Tiger to the throne ? " 

" .My Lorn!" exclaimed Sir Isgrim the Wolf bitterly, "is it possible 
that your Majesty could for one moment believe the falsehoods of tbi~ 
ever-deceiving Reynard? He is a wretch of the deepest dye, coveretl 
with crime, ''ho has scoffed at your Majesty continua11y. For my part, 
I a.m glad he js here in your presence, where I shall ring him such a 
peal, that all the untruths he can invent shall not bear him out with 
·afety. It wn .· only last winter that he played a trick upon my wife 
which shows his evil nature. It chanced t.ha.t they met near a lake, 
and after ,' ome civil discourse, he persuaded Lupina that he could 
teach her a very singular ma.1mer of catching fish with her tail, by 
Jetting it han(T like an angle in the water for some time. ' In this 
\Yay,' ~aiel the arch deceiver, ' o many fish will collect together, 
that a ba ket might be filled with them.' The sil1y fool, my wife, 
(supposing that what he said wa~ true,) went to the water-side, and 
putting her tail into the stream, she kept it there patiently, expecb 11g 
that the fish would come: but the weather being sharp and fro ty. 
the tail became frozen in the ice, and she could not pull it out. 
"While the villanous Fox stood grinning beside her, a.nd asking 
Lupina whether she felt cold, I passed by accidentally, upon \Yhich 
the ra-cal scampered away, laughing heartily at his joke. My first 
impulse wa. to follow and chastise him; but the cries of my wife 
,·.,-ithdrew my attention from him, and he e'caped. With a world of 
labour, heaviness, and sorrow, I broke the ice about her; and, 
de pite of all my effort ·, she was obliged to leave a port.ion of her 
tail behind her ; and, indeed, we both barely escaped with our lives, 
for the people of the neighbourhood, being alarmed, came upon u~, 
a.rmed with thie;k ·ticks, and so fiercely as aulted us, crying, 'Sla.y 
them! ·lay them. ' that I never was in greater danger. One among· 
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the rest, stronger and swifter of foot than the others, hurt us sorely; 
and had not the night befriended us; we had never e::;caped -with 
life." 

" So ho, culprit ! " exclaimed the Lion; " this is another of your 
pranks, of which we were not before acquainted. What answer can 
you make to this additional crime in your black calendar ? " 

''Your Majesty has been again deceived," replied the Fox, with 
assurance; " the story is altogether different from what really 
occurred. It \Vas J who found the ·wolf's wife with her ta1l in the 
frozen water ; and while endeavouring to extricate her, Sir Isgrim 
arrived. I appeal to the lady herself for the truth of this." 

At these words, Lupina, the wife of Sir Isgrim, came forward; and 
glancing with indignation at the Fox, she cried-

" False Reynard ~ you well know my husband has spoken truly. 
But this was not the only time I have experienced trouble at your 
hands. No doubt you forgot how you treated me at the Well, which 
has two buckets hanging on one cord, and running through one 
pulley, so that as one descended the other went up. I remember 
your getting into one of these, and falling to the bottom of the well, 
to the danger of your life. Hearing your cries, I ran to the well in 
great baste, ancl heard you, as I thought, sighing and moaning below. 
I inquired wl at you were doing, and you replied that you were 
fishing, and invited me to leap into the bucket at the top, and see 
what was going on. Little dreaming of the trick, I did so; and 
being heavier than you, I fell quickly to the bottom, while you 
mounted as quickly in the other bucket to the top . And when I was 
angry at this trick, you said, 'Never mind, Lupina; this i · but the 
way of the world,-so fast a. one comes up, another must go down;' 
and with these words you leaped out of the bucket, and ran away, 
leaving me at the bottom of the \Yell, where I remained a whole day, 
pining with hunger, and shivering with cold; and before I could 
extricate myself, receiving so many blows that my life was in great 
danger." 

" You must be aware," returned Reynard, addressing Lupin a, 
" that although the blows \\ere painful, yet I preferred that you 
should undergo them instead of my elf, as you were stronger and 
better able to bear them thau me. Besides, you were more than 
repaid by the wisdom and experience thi affair taught you, which 
was-that you should not trust either friend or foe, when he per
suades you to do that which he himself avoids; for Nature teache. 
us to love our own welfare, and he who doe otherwi e deserves a cap 
and bells for his folly." 

"Your Maje ty ," said Dame Lupina, addres ing the Lion, "\\ill 
ee how artfully this rascal Reynard jumps oYer all his uad action , 
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and blow~ with eYery \\'iud to serve his own purpose. Many other 
such perfidiou:; tricks he has played on us, and my husband ma · 
a. cribe to him the lo s of one of his ear .. " 

"Nay, Lupina," interrupted Reynard; "do not abuse his Majesty'::; 
comlescension with mis taternent.s. It is I who should mention that 
circum. tance, as I was nearly falling a victim to the ingratitude of 
your faithless husband. If I am indulged with the permission of 
your Mightiness, I will relate how it happened." 

The Lion happening to nod at this moment, during one of the 
drowsy moods to which he was snbject, and which will account for 
hi · ·urpri ·ing tranquillity during this trial, the action was construed 
into a ign of assent to proceed ; <"tncl the .Fo.·; after clearing his 
throat, continued : 

Upon a certain time, the Wolf came to me into the wood, and 
complained that he was <' . ceedin(J'ly hungry, although I never saw 
him looking better feel in my life-but he always w<1.s a eli sem
bler, and will ever remain so; at ·which I, taking pity upon him, 
:-1aid that my appetite like\\ise required appeasing. So away 
w went together, until \\'e came to the foot of a hawthorn-tree, 
where th rc "a· a hole covc>red O\'er with brambles. Hearing a noise 
,.,·ithin, I told the ·wolf to enter, and try if he could get anything for 
our mutual profit (for I felt persuaded omethin(J' wa therein); but 
he refu ed to do so upon any con ideration, until he knew for certainty 
what wa. in ide; and he entreated me, who, he said; had art and 
wit enough to sa\c myself from any danger, to do so, promising to 
await my coming out, and be ·eerhing- me to make haste, as he was 
impatient to know the result. 

a Thus he per uaded me, poor silly boa t that I was, to be foremost 
in thi hazard, while he remained without in safety,-a no small a.ct 
of friend. hip on my part, for I would not, at any cost, undergo the 
lil·e dan(J'er again. But to proceed: I went into the hole and founcl 
the pa ·~a(J'c dark and intricate, until at length I obsern:'d a light, 
which ·hon from the other ·ide of the hole, and by which I eli -
CO\ered a great he-Ape, with eyes sparklinn· likP fire, her mouth 
furni bed with long teeth, and hrr finger-nail· a · hi: rp as thorn ·. I 
at first tool~ her for a baboon, for a more dreadful beast I ne\er sa:-.·. 
By her ·ide lay ;:;cyeral of her rhilclren,-stern of countenance, and 
cruel, like her. elf,-who ecinrr m aclv<1.nce, gaped with oprn mouths) 
a· though thry would dc\our me. I was truck with amazement, and 
wi heel myself far away; but nothiug nuw remained l ut to rxtricate 
my. elf in the be t manner I wa · able; and thinhn(Y a fe1Y gentle 
?orJ~ would · 1-v-c me be:t in this need, I accosted her, saying, 

'Good aunt, b1es · · u and my f<1ir consi ~-. your chnrmm~; off-=1 rinrr. 

Thry an truly t 1 fair >st childr ·n hat eye·· CYf'r 1J.,hcld ; th .} 
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surpass in beauty, anJ. look indeed like royal infants. Truly, aunt, 
I am greatly pleaseJ with this increase of glory to our family. I 
could not forbear coming to pa,y you ::t Yi._it.' 

'','he replied: 'Cou ·in ReynarJ, thank you for this friendly call : 
you are exceedingly welcome. It give me great plea 'nre to hear nf 
the high esteem in which you are held throughout the forest for your 
wit and judgment, integrity and rare principle. I shall be happy, 
cou in, if I can prevail on you to .·uperintend the education of my 
children, that they may learn from you how to thrive hereafter in tl1c· 
world.' 

"I was, indeed, pleased to hear such language from her, which no 
J.ou lt was occasioned by my having called her aunt at first, although 
she :Ya · of no kindred to me. By thi · mean· I flattered the voracion. 
monster. I added, also, that my life and fortune were at her com
maurl, although I heartily wished myself far enough from her at that 
very in -tant. I pitiecl Sir I ·grim the 'Wolf, who wa.· waiting without 
all this time, pinched with hunger; and offering to take my ]rave, 
under pretence that my wife was impatiently expecting my return, 
the Ape said, 'Dear cousin, you must not depart until you have 
eaten ·omething; I shall take it most unkinLl if you attempt it.' 
Then she took me into an inner room, where there wa · such a rrreat 
·tore of venison, and a quantity of all kind of birds, that I woudered 
wlF'nce they coulJ. all be hronght. ·when I had . ati.·fied my hunrrrr, 
·he eourteously presented me with a. haunch of veni ·on for my wife, 
in."i:-,ting that I should carry it home, aud which, thongh llluch 
ash:tmed, I was compelled to do. I then took my leaYe, after man) 
entreaties to call often, rejoicing grratly that I had far d o well. 
Co1ning to Sir I. grim, \vho lay on the grouud without, groaning 
pitcou ly, I inquired how hr fared. 'Extremely ill,' he replied; ' ·o 
ill, indeed, that without ·nme mea.t I .-hall pre. cntly xpirc.' In 
compa ··ion I hetitowed upon him thc> portion intended for my wife, by 
which hi·· Jife was pre.-erved; hut ho''' he thanks me for it, you ar 
all witne.-s . . He had no ·ooner devoured my Yeni.-ou, thHH he 
inquired what I had ·een in the bole. I am,' .-aid he, 'lllorr huugry 
now than ever, for thi. small mor. rl has but whetted my appetite. ' 
I de .. ired him to nter, wher he mi Yht find plenty, for my aunt and 
her children livrd there, an<l if be would .-ay a frw flattering word · to 
t.hem, they "ould a. :-uredl treat him well. 

"I thought, yonr ~faje ·ty, that thi · waminrr wa.s ·uffi(·i nt; lmt 
~i. d.om will n Yer harbour in the mind of a harLarian, \Yho clc. pi. e.

the ad.,· ice fYiven to him. Tlm.- it wa · with • 'ir I. grim, who rntered 
the ho1 , and findin tbr Ape not di po ·ed to lJe ·er moniou ·, began 
to abu. ·e aud rcvil her, until :he ru ·bed upon him, "ith her children; 
~ nrl :r·ra t ·hrd an<l hit him ·n 'CYerrly, that thr. bloocl ran 10\ ·n it: 



Ol~ UE1NAHD 'l'I:IE FOX. J 5 

·tream : .. o that he quickly made the best retreat in hi. power . H<• 
came out, indeed, much bitten and bruiscfl, le~t;ving nne en.r behinfl R'

the penalty of hi · want of manner .. 
" Thus, my liege, I bave told your :Majesty how l':iir Isgrim <'RllH' 

hy his red nightcap, v.-hich he cannot deny." 
This . tory rai ed a. hearty laugh Cl,t the "i;volfs expense, in which 

the King joined; for he had opened his eyes and understanding in 

time to hear the disaster at its close. The case aga.inst Reynard the 

Fox wa , howev r, too grave to be ·et aside, and the Lion accordingly 

prepared to pass sentence upon him, when the criminal came for'\lard 

before the throne, and begged to say a fe\Y words. 
« .Jligh 1 y monarch ! " he c claimed, "you are decei Yed. I" our 

cro\Yn is in jeopardy." 
'· Ho\\· o, ra ·cal P" replied the King gruffir. "Rcme111her, \YC 

<:tre not to be frightened by fal. e report .. " 
''It is preci ~ely for that renson I woulLl warn your Majesty agoinst 

the wicked arts of Sir Isgrim the ·wolf, and Sir Bruin the Bear, who 

are plotting with the Tiger to dispos.·es:-; you of your sovereignty." 

"How know you this, Yarlet ? ., inqnired the Jjon, with a.n angry 

wav<:> of hi.· mane. 
"I \Yill bring a \Yilncs~, ·who shall nnfold to your l\lajesty all the 

iny ntion. or yonr tmitorou:-; fa,\ourite ; " an<l '\lith thes<~ words 

Reynard tlH' Fox '·en{, among the audience, and returned, bringing 

Si1: Keyward ll1e IIm·e as !tis 1eitness (see Eng1·aviug, page 8), and 

apparentl~· admoni~hiu~ him to be finn and decided in l1is behaviour. 

\Yith a. timi1l Yoicc, howevPr, the Hare gave his evidence; ti·(Jm 
\Yhieh it appearcJ h' bad o\·erheanl a discour e bet\Yecn the con

~]Jira. tor . , \Yhieh dearly . how d a <langerou. · league against the Lion; 

aud he detailed other circum-;tance1', which left no donlJt of the 

criminality of the pa.rtic':;. :\Ieanwhile Sir Bruin the Bcnr, a.nd l':iir 

I. grim the \rolf: had slunk away on .·eeing the turn that affair:; \Yere 

likely t tah' a.nd officer - were immediately despatched to arrest. 

them. 
Reynard the Fox wa:-; ao·a.in tri umphant , receiving a full pardon; 

and by thi' masterly defeat of hi::; adver::;aric._, he became cv n 

po,wrfnl. The King malle him prime minisl r, and. bestowed upon 

him . eYcral of the mo~t lu crative cmplo -ment. in the fore t, c -
hortin~ him, now that h' \Ya-.: ;ul,·<mced in authority, to make a ri<rht 

u · of the power· Ll legated to him, and. to be faithful in hi. admi

ni.·(ration o · ju.;;(ic . HPynard e ·pre :eLl hi. z al and loyalty in the 

warme~t r rm:, aud promi:;;ecl his hcst ·ervice . By hi~ ord r~ the 

Bear '·a . . tripp 'd of part of hi ~ ... kin, at cl the \Yc-lf of hi ·hoe.;;, aftrr 

'irhich tl ey ''erP both . et at Jib rL ·. 
The l'n~. II )\\ j,Olll B.". ll:lrtl. \Y(l':, iu ~ ~ ftldent rll ) \\ l'l' t•) tl.UYI'll('C hi;.; 
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:fi'iend::; and oppre. s his enemies . His apartments \Yere C;rowded witb 
submissiYe courtiers, and the King confided to him alone thr mo. t 
important state secrets. No measure was taken, nor conference hehl, 
without the sanction of the new favourite. Hi policy was to gniu 
the good opinion of all partie , that he might carry on his cle:igns of 
private speculation undi. turbed; and he found means to lJeCOUl{! 
reeonciled to the Wolf; the Bear, and the Cat, together with otlH~r;-; 
who had withdrawn in dist,.u.~t fi'om the Court; so that at length, 
by promises and bribery, he hau a numerous party devoted to hi~ 
interests; for ho\vever h might be exalted above them for thP 
present, he thought himself 1~ot altogether beyond the reach ot 
adyersit;y. His levees \Yere more brilliant than those of the Sover<'igll, 
being attended by cro"·ds of beasts of all ranks and denomiw1Liol1f'7 

pre:~ ·ing for ernpJoyment, and whom be had the art to manage without 
giving offence to any,-smiling on one, \Yhispering to another, givin~r 
his paw to a third; and happy were they tlpon whom thes di:
tinguishing honours were conferred; while, inwardly laughing at their 
credulity, he kept them in suspen::;e and expectation, hy largc> pro
mises and small performance . 

But while thus . unniug himself in the \\armth of populaT favour, tlH• 
Fox was by no means indifferent to his own inter st:. Every occa;-;irnt 
for filling his coffers was eagerly seized, without any r ganl to the 
means employed: and among others, it so happ ned that a Be:t\<'r 
and an Otter, who had been at variance about some fish they had 
taken, laid their severctl complaints before Lord Reynard. TlH 
Otter 1Jegan uy t'etting forth thr wrong he had su tained from t1H· 
Beaver, who, he stated, bad been hi· partner in a fishery for man: 
years. "All the fish '.Ve caught," :aid the Otter, "wa: . tor rl up 
in common for· the support of our familie . during hard fi·o ·t · ancl 
severe seasons. It so lutpprned that thi exces:ive pinching \Yinter, 
according to my u ·ual custom, I came for some fi h; but the> I caver, 
who was entrusted with the cu. tody of it, deiJied my privilege or 
right to any, giving me uot ·o much a one .. mall fish. Therefore, I 
hum1Jly cntrea t your Lord.·hip to consitlcr my pre:,ent nf'c >._·sity, and 
to grant me ju tice." 

The Bea -er: on the other hand, accused the Ott r of f;tl ·clJOud 
aucl detraction, affirming they had n nr heeu partner:, altlwngh 
he eonfe:sed they had . omctime. :fi. bed togetlwr, t ntl afterw: ·rl 
maL1e merry over theil' 1 ooty. He further comp]ainetl, that th 
Otter knew not th · true c>.rt of fi~hiug, a}\Ya) · nwl·inrr . nch <~ noi"u 
in the watrr, that he friahtcnPd the fi. h ~~ ·ay: "lmt /, m_- Lord,' 
continued the Beaver, "never leap into tlw ' ater until I l'St::C m · prey 
Hecnre within my reach; so that, in thi:3 <liscr et mamwr, I catch < 

lea ·t double the nun Ler that he e~111; and i · it, therefore, r a~ 11: Jc 
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to suppo e, m Lonl, that I should join in company with one ,·,-ho:-:<· 
labours in our art are not equal to mine?" 

" H an' JllU auy ::.tnre of :fish IJy you at pre ent P ., <lemand<' I 
Lord R<.>ynard. 

"No, .my lord,'' replied the Beaver. 
" Believe him not, my Jord, he ha.· yast quantitic.·," interpoo.;r'd 

..the Otter. 
Sel'ing this conflicting eYidence, Lord Reynard r1 1.!~patchecl twll 

officers to the house of the Be::tver, in earch of fislj, who :finclin:.r, 
as the Otter ha<l stated, a large mass stored away in a t'Ornc:r, st•izr1l 
it in the na.uw of King Lion; and "-hile one kept guard oYer the· 
prize, the other informed Lord Reynard, who at once deli \·creel n 
sentence of condemnation; and, bestO\>ing one half upon the Ot tcr, 
as hi:; right in the quality of an informer, . ent tl1r othl'l' l1<df quid]_,. 

:home for his O\Yll cou. ·umption. 
Soon aftenYards, a great disscn. ·ion arising between ~tJ JJl C Da" s 

and Books, the cause was brought before Lord Reynard. I t a p
_peared that the Daw.· had fixed their re:;iden ce in a higb to\\r'f; 
built, and formerly inhabited by men; and in proces: of tilll e lH'-

•coming very uumerou., the_ almost tenanted every hole in tht· 
tower, right against wbi('h p-re"· a .-tately r ow of Plm-frees, and itt 

the upper brancheB, at :firs t a fe\Y, and aften>ard.· many R ook·, huil t 
·their habitations. Th e. r neighhonr. · at length o-rew into acquailll
ancc, and frequently yi ·ited one another with great familiarit .. 
feasting together, and amnsiug themselYe.' in CY ry po: ·ibl c jo) Oll .... 
manner. Thi crmtinuC't1 for some time, until at l ngth one cla y , 
during a very sevPre and hard :t>a. on, when all thr old Daws wer' fletl 
abroad, the Rooks , taking advantage of the o ·ca~ion, agre c1 together 
to r ob the D::tw.-, being grea tly tormented by hung r. Fearing-. 
however, that the' young Da,Ys llli,!!ht b tray them, it \Ya:-< re. lveu 
to kill them aJJ, 'vbicl1 was no . ooner determined than xecuted; lJu t, 
while carrying them aw::ty too ha.-tily, they c1ropp d a [I w. The Rook-. 
having thus not only fai thles.-ly ma~::-:a red all the young Daw:", bul 
al o robbed their habit~ttion.- of !'nry valuable effect, hasten d hom(', 
and then fie\\· about a.- uucon<:ernrd a.· if nothing had happen 'cl. 
'The poor old Da"·-' on returuino- ladc·n with provisions for their 
young, \\'Pre horror-.-tru('k on beholding the deY~l:tation C'Ommitt d iJt 
their horne .~, and sn.-pe<:tin,cr tlJC <leceit, tl1e .-ton( . t of them flr·w 
over to thrir neighbour.-; and, coming una\Y8re.-, 1J('h(·l<1 the tiJl'll 

limb.- of their young .-tre\\· cl about. Oth ,rs, liyirw d ·>\Ytl\\' arcl , 

.-aw their offi ·pring Jyin:-r dead on the ground. 1lu· JJa,.,.~, Q'rratl. · 
"Xa'-'p<·rat d. were with difficulty l'<' ·trainerl frnm takinn· in ·tall I 
v ngcnnre on th ir pcrfir1iou.- neighbour · ; lJHt th ' wi · t amoJ; g" 
th f·m n.·< ·omm,·rH1rd a11 applicntion for rc>dn' · f,, L"rtl H<' nard. Tn 
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him: therefore, they croaked nJoud their complaint, and demanded 
ju::;tice. Lord Reynard summoned the guilty Rooks, who attended, 
anJ et forth by their counsel how basely the Daws had belied them:-
that most of them had also gone abroad for provision for their 
tamilie. , and that, in their absence, the ambitious young Daws, trying 
to fly before they were able, had crawled out of their nests, and wer e 
ki1le<l by the fall-some of them, they said, "ere ·till to ue een 
(lash ,,1 to pieces against the stones. 

Lora Reynard r emarked, how s trange it was that ~til the young 
one. ...} ould be <~like animated by the same desire of cra:wling out of 
their He.-ts a.t once; and he should suspect the veracity of the Rooks, 
1mles:-; they brought sufficient evidence of the truth of their asser .. 
tion . 

F:oill<' of the elder R ooks affirmed, that they could bring eye-wit
ne>S:-;e.- of the accident that hau lu1ppened to the young Daws ;-and, 
on being rf'quested to do so, they all came in a body to give evidence 
to that etlc ·t, after which they added, " Seeing they were killed 
"-ith the fh 11, each of us took up a dead body and carried it home; 
and. upon th' re turn of these our kindred, who stand here arra.igned, 
'n· tn1<l them t.hc story. ·we al.-·o confess, th at the old Davvs, flying 
oYer, lt~:held many of us eating the dead bodies, and thereupon 
fal-, ·~ly declared to your lordship, tha.t we han barbarously ma.ssacred 
thPJJ' . .. 

l. ttl\ Heyuarc.l, who displayed the utmost attention a11u pe~etrat.ion 
on th~. trial, oh ·erYino· how the Rook s denied the fact, and yet con
fe::;,.;('{1 they had de\oured tbc young Daws, pronounced them guil ty 
·upon their o,.,-n ev id.ence, and condemned them all to be strangled, 
<.l:s ~n atonement to the sun-iYing Da,\YR for the fatal massacre of their 
r elation. ; which cntence wa-5 no sooner pronounced than executed . 
Their dead hodi<> . " ·ere deli Yered over to the chief cook of J.1ord 
Ht'ynard'.- kitchen, to Le made into pies for his J ... orJ.ship ':-; especial 
con :umptiou · while thr hou~cs <.tnu effect· of the mi. creants were 
giwr1 w Lord Re.·nard, \Yh o g-racefully waiYed hi · claim to them iu 
f;n-our of the Daws. Thi:-: piece of gener o:-" i ty, howe\cr, was not 
the efiect of pity, lmL becau.~ e he did not kno\- \\hat U:-3L' to make of 
them for himselt: 

Lord Reynnrd, a;-; appc·ar:-:; frum the foregoing pas.-agc of bi ' lif\ .-o 
contri ·c mel tter;~ tha.t "-hichcwr wa.y the . cale turn d, . orne profit 
. lFJ nl<~ com( t hi111; partl by briLery on hoth ides, by forfeitures 
of the condemned, by a kind of ta...: or o-ratuity out of placr-, of 
emolum nt, and by th soh' comlllanu of all the Kino·' tn'a. ure:-;. 
By the.;e mean,.; he becam xc-cet1iJJgly \Yealthy; and this ~as 
increa · d by largr ::>tm1s he rccci,- 1l from the Tiger, :vith whom 
hf' ('Rfl'lt' d on a trf'asonalJl' corrpc;pon(lrncr. He had b " degrees so 



20 THE COMICAL HISTORY AKD 1'BAGIOAL IJ:ND 

insinuated himself into the good graces of the Lion, that all authority 
was delegated to him. Not a word of truth was suffered to reach the 
King's ears, so that he was quite ignorant of the real state and uanger 
of his forests, llpon which the Tiger was continually encroaching, 
although there were not wanting a few, more hardy than the others, 
who endeavoured secretly to enlighten tbe Lion on the subject; but 
such complaints, even if they were whispered about the Court, were 
aJ.ways attributed to jealousy, and consequently treated with neglect. 

Meanwhile the Tiger became more daring than e\""eT, thinking of 
nothing else than becoming sole monarch of the woods, and making 
Lord Reynard the instrument of his ambition; but the cunning Fox 
kept a wary eye on his movements,-still, however, secretly en
couraging him to rebellion, with the view of profiting by the con
fusion that might attend the deposjtion of the Lion, and raising 
himself to the throne. 

Affairs were in this condition, when one day a messenger cawe to 
Lord Reynard from the Tiger, requesting a private interview, having 
matters of importance to communicate, and indicating a place of 
meeting in the neighbouriug forest. Punctual to the appointed hour, 
Lord Reynard sallied forth, and soon reached. the -spot. The Tiger 
was already there, impa.tiently waiting his arrival. 

"Good morrow, Lord Reynard! " exclaimed the Tiger, coaxingly. 
"'rhis is, indeed, kind of you, and deserves my deepest gratitude. 
I have always remarked, that among the many virtues which Ji~
tinguish your chaTacter, a readiness to oblige youT friends is pre
eminent." 

"Noble Tiger!" replied Lord Reynard, " I am afraid you over
Tate my poor services; but tell me in what manner I can be u eful 
to you." · 

" You know full well/' roturnecl the other, "our cause · of grievance 
against the Lion. Too long has he swayed with a tyrant spirit the 
destinies of the forest, and. i t is now time that he should. relinquish 
the power he has abused, anclleave it to \fOrthier hands." 

"What you say is true, fr iend Tiger," said Rcynanl; "but how 
do you propose to accomplish this desirable end?" 

" By stratagem; in which your su rpassing wit and .ing('nuity, Lord 
R eynard, will ensure success ." 

"Humph," thought the Fox, "you are too polite to be :incerc." 
"We will invite the King," continued the Tiger, " to a gnmcl feast 

in the wood, for \rhich I haYe prepared a delicate young kid,-a food 
of which he is immoderately fond ; and afterwanls, to lull hi.· . us
pic:ions, you shall propo e an excur ion in the neighbourhood. Yon 
can easily contrive to separate yourselves from the attendant.-, and 
then gi\e me a signal, when I will come with ir Bruin the Bear, Sir 
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lsgrim the vVolf, the baboons and jackalls, and lecwe his Majesty no 
chance of escape." 

"And how will all this benefit your humble servant?" inquired 
Lord Reynard. 

"You shall have half the kingdom," replied the Tiger, in a soft 
voice, "besides keeping the other portion in good humour by your 
fi-olicsome pranks." 

Some further conversation ensued between the two conspirators, 
vho then separated, e;.tch one taking a different route, to avoid sus
picion. This precaution, ho\;vever, wa::; needJess ; for no sooner had 
they left the place than up started Laprell the Rabbit, who, in his 
lurking-place near a thicket, ha,d overheard all that had passed. 

" Here is a pretty state of things !" he exclaimed, shaking his ears ; 
(( that cunning traitor, Lord Reynard, plotting treason with the 
grumbling old Tiger! The prime minister endeavouring to over
throw his sovereign, cund then step into his shoes ; for as to giving 
place to the Tiger, I know Lord Reynard too well even to suppose 
such an act of good nature on his part. My duty is very clear; I 
''ill hence to the King, and Jet him know what mischief is hatching. 
A kid, indeed ! vVho ever heard of a Tiger preparing such a diah for 
others, without expecting a daintier morsel in return P" 

With a quick step and a thoughtful glance, as if he felt the 
immense importance of the secret he was carrying in his breast, 
Laprell the Rabbit proceeded to the royal residence, a,nd craved an 
audience of the King. The result of this interview was the imme
diate arrest of the Tiger, ' ho was sent to prison and loaded with 
chains. Lord Reynard escaped with his usual good fortune; but 
<ut.icles of impea,chment were immediately drawn up against him, and 
n:orn the hostility evinced Ly the King and his Court, it appeared 
eYident that the days of the rebel Fox were numbered. 

It happened about thi time that th~ Lion, whose sloth and indiffe
rence to public affair bad alienated the good will of a large portion 
of his ubjects, perceiving, from the conspiracies formed against him, 
the necessity of vigilance and a more impartial dealing of public 
justice roused him 'elf from his torpor, and devoted himself with 
energy to remodellincr the State. ·with prai::;eworthy patience he 
would 11ow daily it in Council, and hear eYery case, ho\Vever trivial, 
that wa,s brought before him; and it was his constant boast, that not 
one of these appeals had been left unsettled, and that so far his 
judgment had been unquestioned. A trial, ho\\ever, took place in his 
pre ·ence that sorely perplexed him. The pbintiff and defendant in 
this ca e \Yere a Monkey and a Serpent. It transpired that the 
latter, in attempting to get through a hedge, wa caught by the neck 
in a snare which had been laid for Sir Key,,ard the Hare. The 



Serpent thus entrapped gave himself up for lost, sreing no chance of 
e::>cape. The Monkey, pas~ing by at this moment, was earnestly 
entreated by the Serpent to help him out of this difficulty. The 
1\Ionkey, moved by his piteous complaints, agreed to release him, 
out upon the express condition, confirmed by promises and oath ·, 
that the Serpent should never at any time do him injury by tooth or 
tail, or by f\.ny poison about him. The terms being agreed to, with 
many protestations of good faith, the Monkey released the Serpent 
from his critical situation. They proceeded together afterwards into 
the forest, and were for some time close companions. Food, however, 
beco1ning scarce, and the Serpent feeling acutely the cravings of 
hunger, he suddenly forgot all his promises, and rushing upon the 
Monkey, would have devoured him, hut the other started aside, 
.-aying indignantly, "How i3 this, after what I have done for you !' 
Ha\c you so speedily lo:t all sh ame, that you. show s ICh 1Jlack 
ingratitude?" 

•• Hunger cancels all obligation:;," returned the Serpcll t, " and 
'therefore prepare yourself to die, for I must satisfy my ragin o· 
appetite." 

" This is, indeed, a hard case," said the other ; "and tll e 1ea t you 
can do, in justice, is to let me liYe until ''e meet the nc t tra \·e]]er, 
wh o shall judge between us, and de(;ide the controversy." 

The Serpent, after making many objections, at length agreed to 
this proposition ; and they proceeded onward until they met Tis lin 
the Raven, accompanied by • 'limpcrc, his son. The matter was at 
once laid before them; and tlw Raven, without hesitation, dE·cicl ed 
that the Serpent should eat the Moukey, hoping that he mirrht witlJ 
hi · ~on, get a .·hare of the prey. 

The Monkey, lwwever, with that instinctive love of life uatu ra.l to 
animals as well as to man, objected to this ha. ty vrrdict. 

"Ho,Y," he exclaimed, "can one, who is a robber, and wb live.: by 
blood, lJe an impartial judge in such a cau. e? '' 

The Serpent, with great reluctance, yielded again to his enlreatie .. , 
and agreed to refer the matter to the next comer.. . The e happened to 
be the Bear and the Wolf, who were out together on a marauding 
~xpedition, and who, on hearing the case, and feeling little : ympathy 
for 1.he Monkey, also declared again t him. 

'L-pon this the Serpent at once prepared to put hi: dr -.i o·n into 
execution, and made a tart at the l\Ionkcy, who, however, leaped 
a ·ide, and again remonstrated loudly with him on hi conduct 

" I am o·uilty of no inju ·tice," retumed the Serpent ; " fl"r twice 
ha. · juclgment gone again ~ t you in my favour." 

"Yes," retorLed the Monkey, " by . U(;h a are murJ.erer , and 
" ·bose profession of gnilt allow them no :ympathy for th'.; unfor-
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tunate. To .11ch animals, \Yhat arc oaths and promi _e l'; :1 Ho\Y cnn 
they distingni. h between justice and oppre:-: ·ion ? '' 

(C A truce to these obseryation:," exclaimed the Serpent, petu
lnntly; "I can wait no longer." 

·'Then I appeal to the Court," said the 1\lon]-cy; "let me be 
triNl lJy the King, aud to \Yhatevrr hi:s MajestY may d.ccirlc, I will 
·nbmit ... 

'l'he Bear and the Wolf,-glad of an occasion to return to the 
Court, from whence they had. been dismissed for grecd.ily J.e,om·ing 
:L choice . ·tew which had been prepared exprc:3sly for the Lion's 
palate -concurred in opinion, that the demand of tl1c l\Ionke~· was 
ju t; ancl accordingly the Serpent, being obbged to yield, laid the 
a.trair before the Court. 

Long diLl the royal Lion and hi council debate over thi~ \Yeighty 
matter, and the lawyers employed on both . ides argued the case 
with n-reat learning and logic; but the result was 1msatis!actory. 
Opinion.· differed in such an equal degree, th:1t the King could. not 
a rriYe a t any decision, and wa · greatly perplexed in consequence . 

• eeing how matter.· stood, the Ape, who had a secret liking for 
Hcynanl the Fox, judo·ed the opportunity fa.vourable for serving hi. 
ti.m..;e, aud accordingly present :d him~elf bPfore the Lion, and thus 
r~.ddrcssed him : 

'' Your ~lajer:;ty, a~ I am giYen to understand, is in some doubt 
1'\' latiY to a cause between the Serpent and the l\lunkey. I think 
l can poiut out a \Yay to remove thr:- difficulty." 

(( Frirnd A.11e,'' replied the Liou, condescendingly, "you \Yill con-
1er a la. ting obligation on me and the forc:t at large by so doing; 
for our honour, which is deeply cPucerned in the is ~ue of thi..; trial, 
i-; at take." 

c: I ·will merely a.-k your Maje:::ty, i11 ca c of . uc:ce:-: ·, to allow me 
on fanmr, which ::;hall uot in any wa.y r.orupromi-,e your royal 
1li ~rni ty, I • 

.: Your requc~t ·hall be oTanted, \Yhatever it lllay h>; so let us 
a l once hear your proposition. " 

''I wonld uggest, great oYercin·n, that :inc· no onr in yonr 
'omt i · able to solYc tbi.- question, that Reynard the .Fo - be sent 

li 1r. Nay, ' tart not, my liegr," continued the Ape, ob~ cr-ving the 
in1pre · ·ion that the mention of the name had on thr Lion ; "I admit 
that he b a · committed (rreat rrror~ and pcrhap: ,omr f·\-Y crime:-:; 
hut who could ri,-a] him in intelligence?· · 

• I will ne,er again li . t n to that arrant traitor, Brvnard," 
n ·plied the Lion angrily; "h ha~ bctray<'d me ~eY ral imes with 
!Ji:-5 fine phra. e · and :mooth tonrrue. If you rannot give me other 
:H1 ic tlwn tn tru -t to hi ~ dt'eeitfullip:::, you l1ad bet t r be .. il0nt." 
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Olr REYNARD THE FOX. 

The Ape, however, by dint of expostulations and entreaties, pre
vailed upon the King to send for Reynard, who was accordingly 
brought into t1JC royal presence in custody of two sturdy Hounds,. 
who, knowing his sly habits, kepL a watchful gua.rd over him. The 
prisoner gazed quietly around him, with a look of contempt for the 
sycophant courtiers who crowded near the throne ; he also met the 
menacing glance of the Lion with eyes flashing bolcl defiance, and 
appeared utterly indifferent to any ill opinions formed against him 
by the beholders. 

"Culprit~" exclaimed the King, addressing Reynard with a stern 
rountenance, "had we acted in strict justice, you hacl been long 
before this swinging from a tree; for such punishment your perfidy 
merits. We have, however, delayed your fate, in order to give you 
time to repent from your ·wickedness; and for this act of clemency 
we require of you certain explanations, the subject of which will he 
read to you by the Clerk of the Court. By returning· a fJ.ithful 
ansY>er, it will he a tlifling compensation for past misdeeds 1Jefore 
you die." 

A smile of satisfaction crossed the features of R.eynard the Fox at 
this address, which he thought left some chance of escape. Con
cealing his joy, howe"'er, he listened with becoming gravity to the 
reading of the case between the Serpent and the Monkey; and after 
considering a few moments, replied thus: 

"I do not wonder that your :Majesty and this 1Yorshipfnl Court 
ha"'e been uncertain what .i Lldgment to render on this occasion, for it 
is one of extreme importance; and before I come to any conclusion, 
I ... hould like to :ee exactly the manner in which the Serpent was . 
ensnared, and what extent of llanger he incurred tlwreby." 

The Lion, approving this suggestion, proceeded, accompanied by 
a party of in pection, with Reynard the Fox, the .Monkey, and the 
Serpent; and the latter 'Ya. placed in the same situation as that in 
,-hich the 1\Ionkey fir t di covered him. The Fox then turning to 
the King, ob erved: 

"It is now clearly evident, your 1\Iajesty, that both parties being 
in the ·ame state a they were at their first meeting-the Serpent in 
a dilemma, and the Monkey a spectator of hi pain-there is no · 
obliO'ation as yet on either side. Therefore, if it be your royal 
pleasure, I would urrge. t, that if the .Monkey will again unbind the 

'erpent upon the ·arne oaths and promi e a.s were formerly made by 
the latter, he may do o; but if he thinks that hunger, or any other 
inducement, may· incite him to break hi faith, then let the l\Ionkey 
go on his way, leavinO' th 'erpent a he found him at first, for that 
i-: the best punishm .nt for ingratitude.' 

" Bravo! " cried the Ape, approvingly, ·haking Reynard lJy the 
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pa·:v, ancl flourishing his tail with enthusiasm. The cry was caught 
up by several other members of the Court, who could not forbear 
admiring the singular penetration and dexterity of the Fox. 

" Peace, my friends," exclaimed the Lion, ri ing with dignity, 
"and disturb not the course of justice with these un eemly clamours. 
You have," he ·aid, addressing the Fox, "untied this knotty point 
·with great wisdom, and, as some return, we will mitigate a p:trt of 
your puni::;hment. In consPquence of your trc•p:ona1Jle act:, it was 
intended that you should be banged; we "·ill now crJmmute that 
sentence into imprisonment for life.'' 

" If your :\Iaje ty will deign to consider the services I hnse 
rendered to the State--" commenced the Fox. 

" And the crime. you have committefl,'' returned the Lion, 
impatiently; "no! trca. on rnu~t 1Jc puni:hcd. A \Yay to pri~on!" 

"My liege," interposed the Ape, " I have a plau, lJy which the 
safety of the country may be secured, <:mcl R<"'yuard the Fo_
may, by repentance, ha\e an opportunity hereafter of arr;.lin em
ploying his matchless talents for the good of the fore:t. I ·would 
suggest that your Maje. ty sencl him oa a pilgrimagr·, tLe hard:hip · 
of which \vill, no doubt, prove an equivaleut puni:--hmer. t for his 
transgression . " 

A murmur of applau:e rosr amonO' ·t the anrlien<:e at thi · pro
position ; for although most of the attendant: n,t cunrt lltul a rreat 
dislike to the "Fox, and were jt·alou of hi surpa'3. in r a.lJiliti!'E, ~till 
there were none "·ho wished his death. Accordingly, th8 a.mendmcnt 
of the Ape was strongly supported, and Ott' Lion, after some 
opposition, yielderl his con ent. 

With a look of profound mock humility, R ynanl the • ox took hi· 
leave, after recei 'lin~ ordt:r · for the jonrnPy be YD..' to p<"'rform, and 
the various pen<tnce·· he wa·· to undergo. _\.. guard ' 'a:- despatched 
\Yith him a, short di ta.ncr, to ·ee that he clirl not <.:Yael~ the exer-ution 
of this deer e ; and Re!Juard set j01-tl~ on hi pifgn·r,wge lo llolti.C (see 
Ellgravi,zg, page 8), first. t'lkiug an aiTectiiw farc,.,e1J of hi;, wife and 
little ones, \Yho hacl founJ a. shelter in the hon. C! of tlJC.' fric>ndly Ape; 
Brambleln·ier Ca- 1e h::tYin£?: bern razed to thr• f!ronnu lJy order 
of His Maj<'sty . ·with a sti ·k in his ha'H1, ~lwpf•rl i·1tu a eros·, 
to signify l1i::; c rrand Rc) nard procecc:crl om., rd , and, a he 
p c;;spd throu~h th Yariou · Yillage5 on hi · \Yay th iuh· itant ~ were 
much edified hy ob:cryinrr hi· rep(•ntant ancl Lm llJlc b('haviour. 
But all tbi apparenL humility "a' a"sumPd t' di·rni:e th real 
sentiments that "\':ere pa ·. in!T tbrou~b bi: .1i1Hl; fa· h \ ·. · plotting, 
as u ual, variou.· plan. f a.mwya.1cc to hi· en 1.~i :, 1.. r' articu
larly Laprell the RaL1Ji alld , 'a· Cha,ntidcPr the ~ t~ , f r ''hom he 
had an c ·pecial di-1' ·r·. -nhappily for the.: former; an occ, _ion soon 



OF llEYNARD THE FOX. 27 

prel:lented itself fur exercising the reyenge harboured in the breast 
of Reyna~rd ; for it chm1ced that Laprell, who was fond of taking long 
excursions, haJ h=.!en to p:ay a visit to Sir Keyward the Hare, at his 
country-110use, where he had feasted with such enjoyment that he 
was compelled to return slowly, and ~as quite unable to support 
a long chase, even if self-preservation required it. In this condition, 
therefore, it vYas \Yith a feeling of agony that he beheld Reynard the 
Fox approaching~ and pretending not to obserYe him. Suddenly, 
ho'I.Yever, trotting· up to his side, the latter inquired affectionately 
after his health, and shaking his paw, appeared to be on the best 
terms with him. 

" I know not how it is, friend Laprcll," said the Fox confidentially, 
' but I have al\Yays felt for you the sentiments of a father; indeed, 

I was obserYing to my wife but yesterday, that you were the only 
one about the Court for whom I had esteem, and I hoped I should 
soon be able to proYe it to you." 

" Many thanks, Reynard," replied Laprell the Rabbit, reassured 
by the friendly manner of the Fox, "for your kindne::;s . Indeed, 
I have always been disposed to favour your interests, except in one 
nulucky instance-" 

" Say no more, good Laprell,- say no more," interrupted 
Heynard; " let the past be forgotten, and we shall be firmer 
<"Ompanions in future." 

While thus conversing, they had passed a small settlement of 
Bears, relations of Sir Bruin, whose former altercations with Rey
nard would have induced them to treat the latter severely ; but, 
~eeing him on such terms of intimacy with their friend Laprell the 
Rabbit, they allo~ed him to pass on his way unmolested. 

The cunning Fox had been prepared for this, and in consequence 
haJ treated his companion with great politeness; but no ·oouer \Yas 
the dan[Ter passed, and the Bears away from aU hearing, than he 
determined to gratify his re1Tenge. Turning, therefore, to Laprell, he 
request >d him, as he \Yas troubled "·ith a hoarseness, to turn up the 
earth, and ce if there ~as not a bone, as he scented something there
abouts, and \Yas exceedingly hungry, and at the same moment 
Reynard attacl~ed Laprell the Rabbit (see Engraving, page 8), and 
dealt him a fearful blow oyer the head with his cross, which bad the 
etiect of killing him, and he died without a groan. HaYing clone 
this treacherous deed, the Fox dragged the body to a stream, 
and covered it \Yith ru hes. But wickedness ahrays meets its 
punishruPnt, hmYe\er artfully and e ·retly it i:::; committed: and thus 
it was with the Fox; for ir Keyward the Hare, hn.ving heard that 
his fi·iend had been mi ing from hon e, u pecting some accident, 
h <1 cl :::c:n-chcn far :tnd wide, and at lcngt h Ji scovered his remams, 
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with a portion of the wooden staff broken and left behind by the 
Fox, who had forgotten to remove the pieces. This latter proof at 
.once convicted Reynard, who was quickly pursued and taken prisoner. 
He was conducted, loaded with chains, and followed by a multitude 
. f beasts, hooting and mocking him, to the presence of the Lion, ,;.,-ho, 
Dn hearing of this fresh outrage, was with difficulty prevented fron1 
tearing him to pieces on the spot with his own royal jaws. He, 
however, showered his indignation upon him in these words: 

" False miscreant that you are ! how dare you lift up your head, 
.after thus abusing my generous forbearance towards you ? 'V'hat 
·can you say in answer to the crimes laid to your charge ? " 

The Fox, not being able to reply, hung down his head, until, upon 
the King again demanding if be would ::;peak before sentence was 
J:x.ecuted upon him, he arose and said: 

" My Liege, I haYe so mr~ny enemies, that it will be in vain to say 
anything contrary to "-hat they affirm ; and since I know I am to die, 
I here, before your Majesty, decla.re myself guilty of what is laid to 
my charge, and of ot.her crimes also, for which I am sincerely 
repentant, and most humbly Leg your royal pardon." 

" Enough ! " exclaimed the King ; " Reynard, you shall die.'' 
In the evening of the same day the Lion summoned a council, and 

it was resolved that R.eynard should be hanged upon a tree that stood 
on the top of a hill, near which his Majesty had a, cave, which 
. en~ed as a depository for several valuable effects. In the morning 
l.he Fox was led out to puni hment, the Lion and a large concourse of 
beast Leing present. The Monkeys, who were charged with the 
office of tying Reynard, having nimbly climbed up the tree, ·were 
.about to perform their duty, when the criminal begged leave to say 
a few words, and penni sian being granted, he made a full confession 
of his crime ; after "·hich the Lion, who, together with all the 
as em bly, had attentively listened to every ·word, thus addressed him: 

" Reynard, I ha e given a patient hearing to all you have 
unfolded, and I now perceive that, if you had been punished as I 
intended, for your fir t fault , you \You]d not have perpetrated ·uch 
enorrnons outrage.' as those for which you are about to suffer. There
fore, for the future, in all other ca es--no interest nor entreaty shall 
prevail with me to pardon tho ~e "·ho de er1e chastisement, for it is 
an abu e of mercy." 

The King then ordered the ~Ionkcys to p >rform their office, and 
in a few rnom<!nt Reynard the Fox had paid the penalty of his 
manifold transgre · ion. aga.in t the laws .and the repose of society. 
His effects became forfeited to the Lion, who magnanimously divided 
them among 't tho ~e per on::; who had been most injured by that 
notorious criminal. 



30 TEE WONDERFUL HARE RUNT. 

For many years afterwards, the spot where this tragical e-vent took 
place was commemorated by the following inscription, cut in quaint 
characters on the bark of an old tree ~hich stood upon an eminence 
commanding the forest; and these lines, of which the following iH 
an authentic copy, will serve as a Moral for the whole of tl1i.· 
wonderful and instructive history. 

~tre ~e~nef)attle !)e jfoxc, a tra~tot ~l~c, 

jfot nuel ltttel5 illal5 nwnng full i)igi)e: 

m;a.Ite- I]e~tie all ~e tf]at }'it$$e tf]i$ wa~c, 

jfot gu(lte WilL f)abt lt$ ~f)oTte a lla&1C· 

THE \VONDERFUL HARE HUNT. 

L (See Engmviug, 'page 28.) 

THE Foxes of Hurstdale once held a council to consider the variou::. 
complaints al1eged against the Hares, their tena.nts, who, it wa:-; 
asserted, had extended their foraging excur::;ions beyond the limit. · 
assigned to them, and had intruded on the private preserves of the 
Foxes themselves. These accusations were chiefly made by a jeal()u · 
old Fox, who, for some trifling slight, had vowed vengeance against 
the inoffensive Hares, and lost no opportunity of doing them injury. 
Unhappily, on this occasion, his influence prevailed, and it wa.· 
resolved that the whole colony should be exterminated. To effect 
this cruel purpose, the Foxes employed their habitual cunnillg, and, 
with fair words, invited the unsuspecting Hares to a banquet, well 
knowing that the timid creatures, on the least intimation of danger, 
would quit the neighbourhood, and thus escape the snare. 

"\Vithout a thought of treachery, the Hare.· arriveu at the appointed 
place; but were astonished on perceiving, in tead of the entertainment 
expected, their hosts the Foxes, drawn up in a menaeing attitudt>~ 

with gun::; ready primed, which they fired with, ala·~ too d€adly an 
aim; for the poor Hares, after an ineffectual attempt to escape, werC' 
surrounded ancl killed. 'l'he noi:e of the reports, hO\vever, brought 
to the spot the . ervants of a neighbouring farm, who made the Foxc. 
pay the penalty of their injustice ancl cruelty, by slaying them. 

We may learn from tbi hi tory how vain i the 1ope that sin may 
e:cape puni ·hment. Every wrong action we are guilty of to others, 
will urely recoil upon ourselves. Let us, then, endeavour to act 
uprightly ancl honestly in all we undertake. 
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MISS PAULINA THE CAT. 

(See Engravings, page 24.) 

l\lr:::;:::; P~\.ULJx_.:-.. , a cat of great attractions, good manners, ancl accom
plishments, was the 'n~rd of · Old Marten, a sly animal, of miseTly 
habits, ,,-ho bad auasscd a consiclerable property. by speculations in 
poultry and game. After the qualiti-es ascribed to Miss Paulina., we· 
shall not \Yonder that ~he bad many admirers, and one in particular, 
Mr. Longtail, a schoolmaster, the nephew of Sharp ·weasel, Esq., who 
had heard her sing at a tea-party given by some cats, her relations, 
and had from tha.t moment lost his peace of mind. 

At his request, :;\Ir. Sharp \Veasel called upon Old Marten, and 
entered at once upon the subject of marriage. As Loth were equally 
fond of money, the settlements of course occupied their first attention, 
and after some \-Yra.ngliug about the amounts, arrangements were 
made, and invitations sent, for the wedding. The messenger first 
called upon Jack Hare, an old acquaintance of the bride's family, and 
he was so delighted at the news that he gave an entel'tainment, and 
led off the ball \Yith great spirit; but unfortunately slipping, he 
spraiued his foot severely, and was. obliged to send word he could not 
attend the wedding. 

The roes enger next met Ensign Squeaker and Miss Rose, and 
delivered hi. message; but they replied coolly, "that having them
selves to pass tlnough the same interesting ceremony shortly, they 
had no time to attend at other people's weddings." This ungracious 
speech, howeYcr, met its reward; for et few days afterwards the 
Ensign was imprisoned for some offence, and kept there on bread and 
water for a few month~ . The Dormice "·ere next applied to, but it 
<tppeared that the graces of Miss Paulina had produced a disastrous 
eftect among them ; for on some trifling difference of opinion with 
respect to her, t\YO of the principal Dormice had fought a duel, and 
were killed. This sad event of cour e prevented the attendance of 
the others. About this time, also, an n,ccident happened to Mr. 
Longtail him e1f · for whil·t teaching by cane a rule of arithmetic to 
one of his pupil , an ob tinate Rabbit, he struck his own foot so 
se\erely that he could no longer walk. His marriage was therefore 
postponed, which \e.·ed him greatly. 

Old Marten on hearing thi ill news wa much affected, but was 
somewhat consoled by a visit from Mr. Bantum, ·who came to propose 
the settlement of a la\Y- ·uit bet\Yeen them, that had b en Yery expen
ive to the former. It appeared that l\Iarten bad carried off orne of 

the junior memher. of Bantam's family; at lea t, it was more than 
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suspected,-and he was too glad to get out of the difficulty so easily. 
Of course Mr. Bantum was invited to the wedding, lmt not vvishing 
to renew acquaintance with l\lr. Polecat and Mr. Stoat, whom he 
considered would be present as relations, he U.eclined the pleasure. 
Two Frogs from a neigh bom·ing pond were next a ked to the bridal 
feast; but the messenger found them on the point of ((going a wooing 
themselves," one being aJreaU.y equipped with hi: para~;ol and walking
stick, while -the other was under the barber's hand.. . These Frogs 
were, however, conceited fop·, and replied saucily, "they would come 
when they had nothing better to do." Unfortunately for them, their 
wooing trip was soon changed into a woeful one, for , .. .-hile crossing a 
brook, a duck, that was too near, ~wallowed them np. 

To all these sad accidents was now aJded the . 'E rio us illne of 
Longtail, who. e foot had grauually become wor~:~c. Mr. Ferret, the 
phy ician, who had. uccc. sfully attended a daughter of Sharp Wea e), 
was now sent for, but it was in vain, for Lnngtail clic<l unuer his carr. 
This was a . ·eriou~ blow to l\Iiss Paulina; bn (, a.· everything con
m•cted with the proposed wedding had gone wrong, ~he began to think 
it might be for the best, and thought no more of marrying. Taking 
leave of Old Marten with many tears, she '"'cnt to live with a respect
< ble old lady, wit,h whom he was acquainted, a.nd pa sed the 
remaiJH1cr of her dRys in peace and comfort. 
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The only memento of the Great Exhibition produced within its wa 

Just Published, complete in two Volumes, price 5s. each, elegantly bound in cloth. 
with a VIEW OF THE CRYSTAL PALACE gilt upon the cover, 

THE PARLOUR MAGAZIN 
®f tbe 1Literature of ~II Nationa, 

Printed in lM Crystal Palace, Hyde Park, at Machines No. 158, and 162, Glasa 6. 

'VE have no douht that the two volumes of the PARLOUR MAGAZINE will be treasure 
many future generations. People flocked to the Crystal Pitlace after its close, 
eagerly bought up, at enormous prices, articles that had bee11 exhibited there, that they m 
possess some memento of the Exhibition. We supply not only a work exhibited ther 
hut one actually p1·oduced by machinery within its crystal halls, and in the view of mill 
of spectator.. The value of our book will therefore increase with the advance of years, l 

it will be regarded as a curiosity imd a treasure.-These volumes contain TranslatiOI 
Literary Treasures from the-

CHINESE. GERJ\IAN. ITALIAN. RUSSIAN. 
DANISH. GREEK. MEXICAN. SPANISH. 
DUTCH. HU 'GARIAN". MORLACHIAN. SWEDISH. 
FRE -cu. HINDOSTANI. PERSIAN. TARTARIAN. 
GEORGIAN. IRISH. POLISH. WELSH, &c. 

WITH ORIGINAL ENGLISH Co TRIBUTIO~s BY CELEBRATED AuTHORs, AND CH 
ADAPTATIONS FROM THE AMERICAN. 

The following extract from the " Opening Address" will more clearly show the obJ 
anrl character of THE PARLOUR MAGAZIJ: E :-

"But, grand as this scheme for an Exposition of the world's industrial resources undoubtedly is, 
is still something wanting to render it complete-some echo of itself, which, long after it has passed n 
will keep its spirit and memory living and acth·e in the hearts of men. It is not enough that the ph) 
products of distant lands should be brought before our gaze for a brief while, to be then withdrawn, 
perhaps forgotten. It is not enough that our br<"thnm from the Tropics or the Poles should sojourn a 
us for a few weeks or months, and just when their national peculiarities were ceasing to be recognised i 
manifestation of their virtues, hurry from our shores ere they had been taught to Jove us, or we had Je 
to appreciate them. We want yet more than this; and that want it is our purpose to supply. 

"While the propagandists of the Industrial Exposition are busy in adorning their fairy-like stru 
with all the useful anti ornamental products of Universal Art, we purpose forming, at the same time, a 
mosaic of the mentczt labour of all Nations. and enshrining it in our pages for the benefit and instructi 
the English peoplt:l. It is true that the temple destined to contain our collection of intellectual trea 
will be built only of humble print and paper;· but these simple materials contain within them elemer 
durability that will ensure them an undecaying existence, long after the Crystal Palace and its won< 
contents shall have pas ed away for ever. The soul of a nation is reflected in the writings of its people; 
if we would estimate the characters of our Foreign Brethren, and view their virtues and their failing 
must mingle in an intellectual companionship with them-we must open their books and read. 

Each Vol«me is embellished by a Superb Steel Engraviug, and by numerous Wood-cuts. 

RE-ISSUE OF THE PARLOUR MAGAZINE. 
IN order to meet the wi hes of nnmerou person of the ~Iiddle and 'Yorking Classes, 
durina the excitement of the Exhibition, were unable to obtain thi memento of that !l 
event~ the work will he RE-I lJED in 'Yeekly .Number , price 2d., and ~Ionthly 
price Sd. or 1 Od., commencing J anu:try 3, 1 52. 

r:l'- Order qf any Bookseller. London: lloulston .r Sto11eman. 



JHE FAIR READERS OF THE FAMILY FRIEND 
Will find the following Elegant Designs in FANCY NEEDLE: WORK, in the 

following Numbers of the Work:-
VOL. I. VOL. II. Knitted Speneer ............ }No U 

Bread Cloth .................. }No 
14 

Netted Tidy.................. · 
nd D'Oyley ............ \ N 2 Music Stool Couverette... . Hyacinth Glass Mat ~··"}llo 36 
tted Lace ...... ......... ) 

0
' D'Oyley for a Cruet Stand) N 

16 
Knitted Toilet Cover...... ' 

r
h
1
.entg Cuffs-Sofa Co-} No. 3 ~.heese CHioth.: ... h ... G .. 

1 
........ f 0

' VOL. IV. 
- ......... ............ ... "'at for yacmt ass ... }N 18 le r.over-Lamp 1\Iat ... No. 4 Toilette Cushion," Pins." 1 o. D'Oyley for a Spirit Stand\ 

or Carriage Pillow} No. 5 Fl v '1 t } Knitted Pattern for Cur-~No. 31 ower ase " a ... ...... ... J 
chet Edge ............... Point Lace Collar in Cro No 20 tains ...................... .. 
volvulus Mat for} chet .......................... ~ · Lady's Netted Cap ......... }N ~ 
lower Vase............... No. 6 Palm Leaf Edaing } Screen for a Flower Pot o. -wv 
nt de Bruxelles Collar Fish Serviett~-" Fl~·h·.',; No. 22 and Saucer ............. .. 
riage Bag .................. } N 7 Cheese Cloth-•· Cheese.") D'Oyley No. IV ............. } 
•y's Knitted Sock ...... 0

' Cheese Serviette "Stil No 24 Tulip-Shaped Mat for a No. 41 
politan Pattern Tidy} ton." ............ : ........ ~} · Toilette Bottle ........... . 
tted Collar a Ia No. 8 Musnud for a Sofa ......... \N f3 
recque...... ............... VOL. III. Patchwork Designs ......... ) 0

' 
y's and Gentleman's) Globe-fish Globe Mat ... "'}N 26 Net for the Hair, with} 
ightc:~.ps .................. No 9 Octagon Chair Cover...... 0

' Gold Border ............... No. +t 

=~~h}~~~~.~ ... ~.~~.~~ ... ~~j . RP:r~e ~:~~.~.~~ .. ~~·i·~~~~}No. 28 ~~~~~d~~~~~~~~s~~~~ ~;} 
y's Polka ............... No. 10 Baby's Boot .................. } Ottoman, St!xagon Shape No.~ 

·~~ru;::r· sfe:~~s ~:~:}No. 11 A~o~ken.~~~~~~~·~·~·i·~~~~ No. 
30 ~e~~~:~'t~:~~ .. F~~t;~~~j} 

id Patterns............... Modern Point Lace """}N 32 or Sofa Pillow ............ No. U 
d's Polka ............... No. 12 Knitted Mitten ............ 0

' A Blind Tassel Cover .... .. 
:h Design is illustrated by a WOOD ENGRAVING, so that Crochet Workers may see 
Pattern before commencing it.--The Numbers may be had separately, 

.ce Two-pence each; but purchasers are recommended to obtain the VoLUMEs, 
ch are filled with practical matters of every-day use. Price 2s. 6d. each. 

London: Published by Roulston & Stoneman, and Sold by all Booksellers. 

1e Cheapest Original and Copyright Music in the 
. World. . 

THE FAMILY FRIEND, Vols. II. and III., contain numerous Original and Copyright 
sical Productions by Celebrated Composers. These may be had couectively, bound in the 
umes, price 2s. 6d. each, or separately in the Numbers, price 2d. each. 
ERE'S A POWER CAN CONQUER THE SWORD.-Song and Chorus by 

ALEXANDER LEE, Esq. (No. 13.) 
E FAMILY POLKA.-BY MARIE ScoTT. One of the most attractive and lively 

of the now over-done Polka Music. (In No.l4.) 
L! SACRED ARE A MOTHER'S TEARS.-Composed by G. LINDLEY, Esu. (No. 15.) 
"MN-THE SEASONS.-By ALEXANDER LEE, EsQ. Words by BISHOP HEBI!R. 

(In No. 17.) 
E TIROKEN-HEARTED.-By J. F. DuGGAN, EsQ. Sung by HERR MENGIS. (No.l9.) 
E SECRET.-By J. F. DuGGAN, EsQ. Sung by Mrss JuLIA ST. GEORGE. (In No. 21.) 
E LANGUAGE OF THOSE EYES.-Composed by ALEXANDER LEE, EsQ. Sung 

by Mns. ALEXANDER LEE, late Mns. W£YLETT. (In No. 23.) 
YA WAY.-Composed by J. F. DuGGAN, Esu. Written by MRs. MARIA L. CHILD. 

(In No. 25.) 

"E FAMILY WALTZ.-By Miss PHILP. This Waltz has been greatly admired. lt 
is a suitable companion to "The Family Polka." (In No. 27.) 

VEIN THE REIGN OF THE ROSES.-Composed by HERR MENGis. (In No. 29.) 
WOULDN'T, WOULD YOU? "-Composed by ALEXANDER LEE, EsQ. (In No. 81.) 
~ MOTHER'S GRAVE.-Composed by J. F. DuGGAN, EsQ. (In No. 33.) 
LEEP, GENTLE BABY !"-Composed by WEBER. (In No. 8.5.) 

London: Houlston & Stoneman, 65, Paternoster Row. 


