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SOl\IE years ago, at a certa~n country h.ouse party, a la~ly happened to quote ;,o th~ author 
oJ these rhyn1es porbons of a httle poen1 enhtlecl rc The Leopard, wh1ch that 

strong and n1elodious poet, Mr. vVilfricl Blunt, had \\:ritten n1any years prev1ously for a 
n1agazine brought out by some English children of his acquaintance in India. The poen1 so 
delighted the present author, that taking it as a n1oclel he produced The Lion, the first 
anz.1lzalrhyJJze proper to see the light ; the others follo\\·ed in due course, and the present 
collection is the result of efforts sc~ttered oyer a space of about four years. The author 
has called The L -ion the first anz'11zal rlzyme proper for the reason that, ·while l\!Ir. Blunt's 
poen1 served as a n1odel and suggested an idea, it \\'as not an anz'lnal rhyJJze in the sense that 
these are . It differed in that it -vvas not, and \\'as not intended to be, a nonsense rhytne nor 
even hu1:_1orous ; it v\ras simply a poen1 describing in language suited to the comprehension 
of very young children the savage and treacherous nature of the leopard. The intention 
of these rhytnes is entirely different. Their author has atten1pted to \i\rrite pure and 
unadulterated nonsense, nonsense, that is to say, un1nixed by any striving after \vit, 
allusion or double-entendre. These rhyn1es n1ean nothing and are not intended to n1ean 
anything. 

BELGIAN HARE. 

N OTE.-The rhymes on "The Tiger" and "The Giraffe" are by another hand, and are included in this 
collection for the sake of old association connected with their production. Several lines in the "Eagle," 
"Sword-fish," and "Rabbit" are clue to the collaboration of the lady mentioned at the opening of this preface. 
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THE HYJENA . 

. A_ CURIOUS beast is the Hycena, 
He has a very strange den1eanour. 

He seen1s at first quite free fron1 guile, 
And bas a yery winning srnile. 

· .A.nd Yet he often bites so n1uch, 
That you are forced to use a crutch . 

.J 

It really does you good to hear 
His laughter ringing loud and clear. 

But ''Then he bites your leg in half, 
You don 't feel n1uch inclined to laugh. 

5 



--r HE RABBIT. 

THE Eabbit has an evil n1ind. 
Although he looks so good and kind. 

Hi life is a con1plete disgrac~, 

Although he ha so soft a face. 

I hardlv like to let you kno\v 
H ow far his wickedness \Yill go. 

E nough 1 if this poor rh yn1c declares 
I-Iis fearful cruelty to hares . 

J 

H e does his yery best to l~ eep 

ri'hese gentle anin1als fron1 sleep, 

By joini ng in \Yith noisy throngs 
Of rabbit inging ribald songs. 

T o wake their fears and n1ake then1 bound, 
He sin1ulate the Basset-hound. 

And if he n1ect then1 after dark, 
li e in1itate · the greyhound 's bark. 

5 
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THE ANTELOPE. 

IF you go out alone, I hope 
You will not n1eet the Antelope. 

No other beast is half so vicious, 
So false, so cruel, so n1alicious. 

It would be wrong for n1e to vvrite 
The sort of things he does at night. 

Nor dare I in plain language say 
The sort of thing he does by clay. 

His acts recall, they are so serious, 
Those of the En1peror Tiberius. 

I) 



THE ELEPHANT. 

THE Elephant is very \vise, 
Although he has such tiny eyes. 

He is as agile as a pig, 
Although he is so very big. 

His voice is tuneful as a gong, 
Although it is so very strong. 

And though he has such frightful tusks, 
He lives entirely on rusks. 

His size, as you may easily think, 
Den1ancls a great an1ount of drink. 

And yet he never once gets drunl~, 
Although he bas so large a trunk. 

His life is upright and erect, 
And claim unanimous respect. 

1\ o bea t \Yith him can well compare, 
Except, of course, tb~ Belgian hare. 

10 
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"Demands a great amol..lnt of drink ! " 





TI-IE PANTHER. 

THE Panther is a perfect pest, 

He gives you not a 1110111ent's rest. 

Fron1 early n1orn till late at night 

H e keeps you in perpetual fright. 

If you forget to shut the door, 

He leaps upon you v.rith a roar. 

And ·when you're sitting at your 111eals, 

He comes and snarls behind ) our heels. 

13 c 



T HE BABOO N. 

THE Baboon is a fearful ape, 
Fron1 hin1 there's really no escape. 

The highest tree, the deepest cave, 
Fron1 hin1 is po\t\·erless to saYe. 

Although his forn1 you 1nay: not see, 
He drops upon you suddenly. 

And if his way your footsteps tend, 
It practicallv n1eans the encl. 



.. 

/ / 

/(& // 

~ % ~~~\ ~ --~- _ .... , 
-.....--- \\\ I ' .... 

.._ ' \ 

'\ ' 

.. c ~ I I , 

"He drops upon you suddenly." 





THE HEN. 

'fHE Hen is a ferocious fo,d , 
She pecks you till he n1akes You ho\\·]. 

And all the tin1e she flaps her \Yings , 
And savs the n1ost insulting things. 

And \iVben vou trv to take her ecru J _ hM l 

She bites large pieces fro111 your legs. 

The only safe \Yay to get these, 
Is to creep on your hands and knees. 

In the n1eanwhile a friend 111ust hide , 
And ju111p out on the other side. 

And then you snatch the eggs and run, 
While he pursues the other one. 

The difficulty is, to find 
A trustv friend v\'110 ·will not n1ind. 

17 
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THE SWORD-FISH. 

THE Sword-fish is an awful brute, 
He tears your hair out by the root. 

\nd when you 're bathing in the sea, 
He leaps upon you suddenly. 

~-\.nd if you get out on the and, 
He sometitnes follows vou inland . 

J, 
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"He sometimes follows you in land." 
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THE' ·GAZELLE. 

A :t\ASTY beast is the Gazelle, 
Unless you knoV\' hin1 very ·well. 

For i1 you 're walking in the sno\v, 
He comes and treads upon your toe. 

And if you're ·walking in the wind, 
He springs upon you fro1n behind. 

And if you 're \valking in the rain, 
He really gives you fearful pain. 

But if vou alv:ays dress in \vhite, 
The chances are he'll be all right. 

/ I 



THE LION. 

]'HE Lion ·is an awful bore, 
H e con1es and dabbles in your gore. 

And if he wants to have a feed, · 
He bites your leg and n1akes it bleed. 

Although the tears streatn from your eyes, 
He takes no notice of your cries. 

In vain you argue or protest, 
He finishes his n1eal with zest. 

X or will he take the least rebuff 
C ntil he fe el he ', had enough . 

.!2 
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"A nrce beast IS the crocodile ! " 



THE CROCODILE. 

1-\. NICE beast is the Crocodile, 
He has a very pleasant s1nile. 

He's alw·ays ready \vith his ja\\'S 
In any really useful cause. 

If in the Nile you take a S\\'in1 , 
You need not be afraid of him. 

And if your strength should chance to fail, 
He will assist you with his tail. 

He lives entirely on fruits, 
On oats, on n1ushrooms, and on roots. 

27 



THE SHARK. 

A TREACHEROUS lTIOnster is the Shark1 

He never makes the least ren1ark. 

And \vhen he sees you on the sand, 
He doesn't seem to ·want to land. 
He \\·atches you take off your clothes, 
And not the least exciten1ent sho-vvs. 
His eyes do not gro·w bright or roll, 
He has astot1nding self-control. 

He \Yaits till' you are quite undrest, 
And seems to take no interest. 

And when towards the sea you leap, 
He looks as if he were asleep. 

But when you once get in his range, 
His whole demeanour seen1s to change. 
He thrO\\·s hi body right about, 
And his true character come out. 

It's no use cry1n 9r appealing, 
He ee1n to lo 'e all decent fe ling. 
After thi \Yarn in vou -vvill \\·i , h 
To k ep lear of thi treacherou fish. 
Hi back i , black hi , ton1ach \Yhitt 
H ha a Ycry dang rou bite. 
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' H e \\·hets his talons on your head." 



TI-IE EAGLE. 

THE Eagle is a fearful bird, 
He takes your eye ·without a word. 

And \vhen you 're lying in your b d, 
l-Ie vvhets his talons on your head. 

And if you 1nove or screan1 or start, 
He drives his beak into your heart. 

To cause pain is his only care ; 
Hovv different fron1 the Belgian hare l 

E 



THE VIPER. 

THE Viper is a sickening snake, 
He co1nes when you are not a\\'ake. 

During the day-tin1e he 's all right , 
But then he always comes by night. 

He ' quite innocuous by clay, 
But that 's the tin1e he keeps away. 

He ha a very stealthy creep, 
He comes when you are fast asleep. 

Say what you will, do \Yhat you lil ·e, 
He 's ultimately sure to strike. 

Hi per e\·erance is imrnen e, 
The pain he cau ·c.:s i · intense. 
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''He comes when you are not awake !'' 
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·'The Zebra is a perfect je\\'el ! " 
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THE ZEBRA. 

THE Zebra is a perfect jewel, 
In Winter he ·will fetch your fuel. 

In Sutnmer, vvhen ihe heat is strong, 

I-I e cotnes and fans you all day long. 

In Spring, when all the birds rejoice, 

The ,,·oods re-echo \Yith his voice. 

In Autun1n, \\rhen the north \Vinds shout, 

His splendid qualities con1e out. 

Iu every corner of the earth 

lVIen recognise his sterling \:\.'Ort h. 

3<; 



T I-I E PI-I EA~ SAN T. 

FEvV birds or beasts are n1ore unpleasant, 
Or more n1alicious, than the Pheasant. 
For \Yhen the wind is in the East 
He n1akes hin1self a perfect beast. 
And when the Wind is in the vV est 
H e makes hiruself a perfect pest. 
All day he's yery cross and bad, 
And in the night he goes quite 111acl. 
And even in the noonday heat 
He's riot a pleasant bird to 111eet. 

If you should go out dressed in green, 
He's pretty sure to n1ake a scene. 
And if you go out clre eel in reel, 
It nearly sends hi111 off his head. 
In fact, all kinds and cuts of clothes 
He equally abhor and loathes. 

But if you '" ar no clothes at all, 
Be ready for a funeral. 

.;o 



------£> -- 0 -~ --::===== -----

·-

--

"He's not a pleasant bird to meet." 

-------- 0 ---

. -------

~~ 
---~ -

;;_ =-~~ ---- --- nrf -







-- - --- ------- -==-.....::===-==---===-===--~· --. 

---
--

---~;:.------

- ------------

------- --~ ---- ---
~----

"He whisks them off right out to sea." 



THE V\THALE. 

vV HEr\' you are witntning do not fail 
To keep a look-out for the \\rhale ! 

He always n1eans to do his best, 
And yet he is a perfect pest. 

He has a n1ost annoying knack 
Of taking children on his back. 

And \i\'hen he 's picked up two or three, 
He \Yhisks then1 off right out to sea. 

Of course, at first you think it charming, 
But Yery soon it gets alanning. 

For when you say you'd like to land, 
He doesn 't seen1 to understand. 

The n1orc you beg hitn to go home, 
The n1ore he dashes through the foatn. u 

H e rushes on, n1ile after 1nile, 
And lands you in sotne desert isle. 

And there, until otne ship appears, 
You often have to stay for years. 

45 p 
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THE \IV EASEL. 

THE vV easel 1s a perfect dear, 
He'll never give you cause to fear. 

If you walk out on a fine day, 
He bounds before you all the \vay. 

And if your boots are rather tight, 
He bites them till they fit all right. 
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"He boun s d before you all the " ·ay. " 
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" He waits for hours in the hall." 



THE LEOPARD. 

THE Leopard always seems to feel 

That he is ready for a meal, 

Although he mostly comes by night 
To satisfy his appetite. 

And you will quickly guess, I think, 
The things he likes to eat and drink. 

He really is a dreadful trial, 
He never takes the least denial. 

And if you're out when he should call,. 

He ·waits for hours in the hall. 

He is a very hungry beast, 
And always ready for a feast. 

sr 



THE GIRAFFE. 

A DOUBTFUL friend is the Giraffe, 
Distrust hin1 \Vhen you hear hi1n laugh. 

He laughs like people at a ball, 
And not because he's pleased at all. 

He stretches out his neck like tape, 
Until its length precludes escape. 

\nd then he dexterously throws 
The \Vindo\v open \Yith his nose. 

And if You hide beneath a chair 
J 

He finds you out, and pin you there. 
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:: H e . trctche out his neck like tape." 





THE FERRET. 

THERE is one anin1al of merit 
And perfect honesty : the Ferret. 

I have not time to tell to you 
The nu1nerous things that he will do. 

For if you do not overtask hin1, 
He \vill do anything you ask hi1n. 

He is as clever as a pike, 
He will do anything you like. 

He is as faithful as a bear, 
And gentle as a Belgian hare. 

He is as strong as any fish, 
H e will do an) thing you wi h : 

Bite holes in lea\'es, tie knots in string, 
Or practically anything. 

55 G 



THE OSTRICH. 

THE Ostrich always seems to try 
If he can peck you in the eye . 

And if he can't succeed in that, 
He giyes a kick and knocks you flat. 

And when he's rolled you in the mud, 
He eats your flesh and laps your blood. 

About this bird there's one good thing,­

He never hits you with lzis wzng. 

And he is very easily pleased 
\Vhen once his appetite's appeased. 

ss 
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"He simply loves the human race. '· 



THE POLAR BEAR. 

IT's al·ways \vell to take great care 
~ ot to annoy the Polar Bear. 

For though he's usually quite calm, 
\Vhen roused he may do serious harm. 

And though his nature's good and sage, 
He's liable to fits of rage. 

And \\·hen he's in these angry fits, 
He son1etimes tears you all to bits. 

.\nd then, when all the harm is done, 
He's just as grieved as anyone. 

Indeed, his eyes are often wet 
\\rith tears of genuine regret. 

,, 

The difficulty is, to know 
\Vhat are the things that rouse him so. 

For though you try your b~st to please him, 
The least thing sornetimes seems to tease him. 

And then, when once he's really nettled, 
The whole thing's very quickly settled. 

I have no doubt that you will say : 
"Then why not keep out of his way ? " 

But that 's thr· \>.rorst part of the case,­
He simply loves the hunzan race. 

And so, whatever you may do 
To keep a\Yay, he comes to you. 



TH E A l .,BATROSS. 

T HE Albatross i 1nost unfair, 
He hurts you n1ore than you can bear. 
He does you really serious hann, 
\Vhen he can get you on the ann. 
And if he gets you on the hand, 
It's sin1ply n1ore than you can stand. 
If frorp his beak you get a poke, 
You 'll find it croes beyond a joke. 

And if he hit you with his \\·ing, 
It is a very erious thing. 

l-Ie is a nasty, dangerous brute, 
He 1nostly gets you on the fo ot. 

62 



"The :\lbatross IS most unfair." 
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THE BLOOD-HOUND. 

THE Blood-hound is an a·wful pest, 
He never gives you any rest. 

In vain you try to get ayvay, 
He follo·ws you both night and 

He doesn 't run so \Tery fast, 

dav. 
J 

But still he \\-ears you down at last. 

And so, ho\\-ever far you vvend, 
He always get you in the end. 

1-
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THE TIGER. 

THE Tiger ne\'er see1ns to kno\\. 
\:Vhere he n1ay be allo\ved to go. 

\!Vhen little children say their prayers, 
They hear him padding up the stairs. 

When other people are in bed, 
He roa1ns about the roo1n instead. 

And if you \Yake and strike a light, 
Resents this action with a bite. 

And if you try and call your nurse, 
It only n1akes the n1atter \\·orse. 

63 
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"They hear him padding up the stairs." 





THE DUCI<. 

I HOPE you may have better luck 
Than to be bitten by the Duck. 

This bird is generally tame, 
But he is dangerous all the san1e ; 

And though he looks so small and vveakr 
He has a very pO\iVerful beak. 

Between the hours of twelve and two 
You never know \Vhat he 1nav do. 

And sometin1es he plays awkward tricks 
From half-pa t four to half-past s1x. 

And any hour of the day 
It 's best to keep out of his way 



THE COD. 

THERE's so1nething very strange and odd 
About the habits of the Cod. 

For \Yhen you 're swin1n1ing in the sea, 
He son1etin1es bites you on the knee. 

And though his bites are not past healing, 
It is a most unpleasant feeling. 

And when you're di\·ing down below, 
H e often nips you on the toe. 

And though he doesn't hurt you 
H e has a disagreeable touch. 

There 's one thing to be said for 
It is a treat to ee hi1n swi1n. 

much, 

him-
' 

But though he \Vinl in graceful curves, 
He rather gets upon your nerves. 
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