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LIBRARY DIRECTORY

Reference Library
214 College Street. Open every weekday from 10 a.m. to 9.30 p.m.; on
Sundays, October 15th to May 15th, 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Boys and Girls House
40 St. George Street. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Central Circulating Library

20 St. George Street. Open 9 a.m. to 8.30 p.m., including Music Library.
Central Reading Room (College Street entrance) open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Beaches Branch

2161 Queen Street East, near Lee Avenue. Open every day but Wednesda.y,
from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p.m.

Bloor and Gladstone Branch

1089 Bloor Street West, at Gladstone Avenue. Open every day but Wednes-
day, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 am. to 8.30 p.m.
Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6

p-m.
Danforth Branch

701 Pape Avenue, near Danforth Avenue. Open every day but Wednesday,

from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-

dren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p.m.

Deer Park Branch

40 St. Clair Avenue East, at Alvin Avenue. Open every day but Wednes-
day, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays 10" 2.m. to 8.30 p-m.
Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6
p.m.

Downtown Branch

39 King Street West, near Bay. Open every day but Saturday, from 8.30

am. to 6 p.m. Closed on Saturdays.

Earlscourt Branch

1625 Dufferin Street, south of and near St. Clair Avenue. Open every day
but Wednesday, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to
8.30 p.m, Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon
and 2 to 6 p.m.

Eastern Branch

137 Main Street, near Gerrard. Open every day but Wednesday, from 12
noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p-m. ‘Children’s room,
2 to 6 p.m. ; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p-m.

George H. Locke Memorial Branch

3083 Yonge Street, at Lawrence Avenue East. Open every day but Wednes-
day, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Children’s reom, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6
p.m.

Gerrard Branch

1432 Gerrard Street, at Ashdale Avenue. Open every day but Wednesday.

from 12 noon to 8.30 p-m.; on Saturdays, 10 am. to 8.30 p.mi

f(;}hildren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 12 to
p.m.
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High Park Branch
228 Roncesvalles Avenue, at Wricht Avenue. Open every day but Wednes-
da}{, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Children’s room, @ to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6
p-m.
Northern Branch
14 St. Clements Avenue, at Yonge Street. Open cvery day but Wednesday,
from\ 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p-m.

Queen and Lisgar Branch

1115 Quecn Street West, at Lisgar Street.  Open every day but Wednesday,
from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s rcom. 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p.m.

Riverdale Branch
370 Broadview Avenue, at ‘Gerrard East.  Open cvery day but Wednesday,
from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays. 10 am. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p.m.
Runnymede Branch
2178 Bloor Street West, at Glendonwynne Avenue. Open every day but
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30
p.m. Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2
to 6 p.m.
Western Branch
145 Annette Sirect, facing Mecedland Street. Open every day but Wednesday,
from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays. 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays. 10 to 12 noon and 2 to 6 p.m.
Wychwood Branch
1431 Bathurst Street. near St. Clair Avenue. Open every day but Wednes-
day, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and 2 to
6 p.m.
Yorkville Branch
22 Yorkvill* Avenue. north side, ncar Yonge Street. Open every day but
Wednesday, from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8.30
p.m. Children’s room, 2 to 6 p.m.; on Saturdays, 10 to 12 noon and
2 to 6 p.m.
Educational Film Library
20 St. George Strect (entrance through Circulating Library). Open 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
John Ross Robertsen and Loan Picture Collections
20 St. George Street (entrance through Circulating Library). Open 9 am.
to 6 p.m.
Community Centre Branch
John M. Innes Community Centre, 150 Sherbourne Street, near Q’ue(?n.
Adult library open Tuesday and Thursday, 7-9.30 p.m. Children’s lib-
rary, Monday and Wednesday, 3-5.30 p.m.
EAST YORK
Fast York Public Library, Coxwell and Mortimer Avenues. Open every day
but Wednesday from 12 noon to 8.30 p.m.; on Satur.days, 10 am. to
8.30 p.m. (Administered on behalf of East York township).
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HOSPITAL LIBARIES

Queen Elizabeth Hospital
130 Dunn Avenue. Library open and wards visited on Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday.
Runnymede Hospital
274 St. John's Road. Library open and wards visited on Friday.
Sunnybrook Military Hospital

Sumnybrook Park, Bayview. Open 12.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. Monday through
Friday; on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

TRAVELLING LIBRARIES

Deposit libraries are provided in the following Homes for the Aged: Belmont
House; Church Home for the Aged; Eventide Aged Men’s Home;
Ewart House; House of Providence; Ina Grafton Gage United Church
Home; Julia Greenshields Home; Lambert Lodge; Laughlen Lodge;
St. Elizabeth House; Strachan House; Sunset Lodge Aged Ladies’
Home; Tweedsmuir House. Also in the Cerebral Palsy Workshop;
Humewood House; Mercer Reformatory for Women ; Mount Sinai Hos-
pital; Victor Home.

ADDITIONAL BOYS AND GIRLS LIBRARIES

Hospital for Sick Children
University Avenue. Library open and wards visited on Tuesday and
Thursday.

St. Christopher House Library
67 Wales Avenue. Open Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 2.30 to 5 p.m.

University Settlement Library
23 Grange Road. Open Tuesday and Thursday, 2.30 to 5 p.m.

School Libraries
Libraries are administered in the following schools:

Alexander Muir; Brant Street; Bruce; Davenport; Davisville; Dufferin;
Duke of York; Earl Beatty; Eglinton; Essex; General Mercer; Grace;
Hodgson; Maurice Cody; Morse Street; Niagara; Oriole Park; Palmerston;
Park; Perth Avenue; Queen Victoria; Rose Avenue; Rosedale; Sackville;
St. Brigid’s; St. Clair; St. Mary’s; St. Paul’s; Shirley; Sunny View; Whitney;
Winchester.

East York Boys and Girls Libraries

Central Branch—R. H. McGregor School. Open Monday and Wednesday,
9 am. to 5 pm.

Eastern Branch—Danforth Park School. Open Tuesday and Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Western Branch—William Burgess School. Open Wednesday and Thursday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Selwyn-St. Clair School Branch. Open Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Bennington Heights School Branch. Open Monday, 1.30 to 5 p.m.

Cosburn Junior High School Branch. Open Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. :
All Libraries are closed on statutory holidays.
Business Office Telephone, WAInut 2-1151 (connecting all Departments

of the Central building). After 5.30 p.m. direct connections are made as

shown by the telephone directory.



REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TORONTO
PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD FOR THE YEAR 1953

To the members of the Toronto Public Library Board:

In this the 70th Annuzl Report of the Toronto Public Lib-
rary may I bring to your attention the extent of library service in
Toronto as exemplified in the Library Directory which occupies
the three pages preceding this report in “Reading in Toronto
1953”. It is an impressive list. 1 pay tribute to the wisdom
and foresight of the members of the Boards down through the
years. But in doing so I do not forget the members of the City
Council during the past seventy vears whose appreciation of the
desires of the citizens of Toronto for good library service has
made possible the growth of the Library into the great educa-
tional institution which it is today.

No mere directory can tell the whole story. Therefore I
record the achievements of the past year.

Good progress has been made with the new branch in lower
Ward Two to be built on the site provided by the City at the
corner of Parliament and Gerrard Streets. In view of his excel-
lent design of the George H. Locke and Deer Park Branches, Mr.
Arthur H. Eadie was appointed as architect. His design promises
an attractive one-storey building, which will include rooms for
adults, young people, and boys and girls, and will cost approxi-
mately S155.000. The general contract has been awarded to
Bradford-Hoshal Ltd., and the interior fittings contract to Jas.
F. Gillanders Co. Ltd. Work is now in progress and it is hoped
the branch will be opened in the fall of 1954. It will be named
the Parliament Street Branch. An illustration of the elevation
appears elsewhere in this report.

The Music Library was moved last spring into new and spa-
cious quarters adjoining the Kipling Room as part of the Central
Circulating Library. From those who use the library has come
much favourable comment. The Library is now open until 8.30
p-m. each evening instead of 6 p.m. I am happy to say that in-
creased use of this valuable service has resulted. There will soon
be available a circulating collection of gramophone records. The
equipment includes four record players to enable borrowers to
browse amongst records before making their choice in the same
way as readers browse amongst books.

A library has been instituted in Lambert Lodge with a selec-
tion of nearly 900 books for the benefit of the elderly residents.
It is administered on similar lines to deposit libraries already
established in other homes for the aged, with one of the residents
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attending to day-to-day routine of book circulation. Our libra-
rians visit these libraries periodically.

Provision has also been made for libraries at the John M.
Innes Community Centre and the new Mount Sinai Hospital. A
library has also been installed in the new Sunny View School for
Crippled Children, which now includes pupils formerly attend-
ing Wellesley School.

The Board conveyed its congratulations to the Maintenance
engineer, Mr. Robert Piper, and his staff on the attractive Coro-
nation decorations at the main building.

Our thanks are conveyed for the many gifts to the library
during the year from individuals and groups, the most notable of
which are described fully in the report of the Chief Librarian.

There has been but one change in the composition of the
Board during the year. Controller Ford G. Brand retired at the
end of 1953 after two years’ service as representative of His Wor-
ship the Mayor. We welcome Controller David A. Balfour who
has replaced him.

We congratulate our colleague, Mrs. John W. Falkner on her
election last spring to the Council of the Canadian Library
Association,

We extend our congratulations to a former member of the
Board, Dr. Frank N. Walker, on the publication of his interest-
ing book on the Northern Railway of Canada, entitled “Four
Whistles to Wood Up.”

Much time and thought has been given to the consideration
of the improved Civic Pension Plan and its possible application
to the library staff. After obtaining an actuarial assessment of the
cost, the Board applied to the City for inclusion of the Library
Board employees in the plan, effective January 1st, 1954.

The Board continues to be concerned over the shortage of
librarians and the constant difficulty in staffing service adequately.
The experiment introduced in 1952 of bringing chartered libra-
rians from Britain for one year’s “interneship” has been a suc-
cess. The six librarians who came made a real contribution to
the service, and were popular with public and colleagues alike,
not only by their work but by virtue of personal qualities as
ambassadors of British librarianship. The results have been so
successful that the Board has approved six interneships for 1953-4.
We pay grateful acknowledgment to Messrs. Edward Sydney, J. C.

Harrison, and Charles Nowell for interviewing and selecting
applicants.

We congratulate Miss Lillian H. Smith, former head of the
Boys and Girls Division, on the publication of her admirable
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study of children’s books and children’s reading, “The Unre-
luctant Years”. To those who have not had the good fortune to
know Miss Smith and her work, a reading of this book will ex- -
plain the international reputation she has gained. 1 recommend
the book to all who are interested in children’s reading.

Members of the Board and staff continue to take an active
part in Library Associations. Mrs. Falkner represented the
Board at the annual conference of the Ontario Library Associa-
tion at McNaster University. Mrs. Falkner, Mrs. McCullagh, and
your chairman represented the Board at the annual conference
of the Canadian Library Association at Ottawa. During the
Trustees Section deliberations at the latter conference, Mrs, Mc-
Cullagh was one of a panel discussing “Publicity and Public Re-
lations”, and your chairman took part in a panel on “School and
Library Relations.”

The International Conference of the Special Libraries Asso-
ciation was held in Toronto in June, during which the Board
were hosts at a luncheon for the Business Section.

Meetings of library trustees of the Greater Toronto Area were
held in February at the Deer Park Branch, and in the fall in the
Toronto Public Library Board Room. At the latter meeting
steps were taken to form an association of library trustees for the
area with a view to continuance of exchange of ideas and
problems.

The Canadian Library Association, with the support of many
other national bodies, organized an appeal to the Dominion
Government for the removal of the Sales Tax on books. The
Chief Librarian was one of a small delegation who interviewed
the Minister of Finance. The appeal culminated in the with-
drawal of this tax by Parliament.

Later in the year the Board appealed for exemption from
Sales Tax at present levied on the cost of printing public library
book-lists, reports, and similar publications. The matter is still
pending, but we hope our efforts will be successful.

1 express the appreciation of the Board to the Chief Librarian,
the Deputy Chief Librarian, the heads of Divisions, Departments,
Branches, and the entire staff for their continued efficient, loyal
service during the year. I thank my colleagues, the members of
the Board, for their sympathetic co-operation gr}d their unselfish
efforts in the interest of good reading for the citizens of Toronto.

NewMAN F. MALLON,
Chairman



REPORT OF THE CHIEF LIBRARIAN
FOR THE YEAR 1953

To the members of the Toronto Public Library Board:

The Toronto Public Library lacks the large endowment funds
(some of them amounting to several million dollars) which are
possessed by some of the public libraries in the United States.
But it now has three modest endowment funds, amounting to
some $10,000, which are slowly increasing and will continue to
increase because any unspent income is added to the corpus at
the end of each year. Also, during the year, a solicitor made a
confidential enquiry as to how a client could add to one of the
funds by a bequest in a will, and a lady enquired as to the method
of leaving a substantial bequest to the library in memory of her
father. Therefore, as Benjamin Franklin said, we should “Re-
member, that time is money.” We started late and our begin-
nings are small, but one day “in the afternoon of time” the
Toronto Public Library may possess sizable endowments.

Each year many people are generous to us. The practice of
placing memorial volumes in the libraries in memory of relatives
and friends is growing. During 1953 we have been enabled to
buy books worth over $300 in this way, and have placed in every
book a label indicating its origin and purpose. Mrs. D. L. Mc-
Clocklin is presenting music books to the value of some $300 as a
memorial library to her sister, Miss Mary D. Greer. These, too,
are to have their special label. A member of the Gyrette Club
similarly presented to the Sunnybrook Hospital Library books
worth over $20. Mr. Edgar Osborne generously continues to
make further gifts to the Osborne Collection.

In counting our benefactions, three gifts of manuscripts to the
Reference Library make 1953 2 memorable year.

First came the McLennan Papers, presented to us by Mr. A.
L. McLennan, a descendant of Donald McLennan who came from
Scotland to farm at Glengarry about 1801. Donald never learned
to read or write, but he respected education and when he was an
old man, he gave five hundred pounds to Queen’s University.
Two of Donald’s sons had meanwhile graduated from Queen's,
and one, Roderick, from McGill as an engineer.

Roderick had been a land surveyor and he kept diaries of his
work, beginning in 1846. The charge for surveying a farm line
or running a road line was then fifteen or twenty shillings. Later
he practised railroad construction in the “deep South.”
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By the time the Civil War broke out he had, naturally, be-
come a Southerner in outlook. He must have prospered because
he invested some $80,000 in Confederate bonds, but he failed to
get out of the country before the value of the bonds dropped out
of sight. These bonds now form part of the McLennan Papers.

He was soon railway building and surveying again in New
Brunswick, in Quebec, in the Lake Superior area, and in British
Columbia.

His diaries therefore provide unique material in railroad his-
tory. He supported Sandford Fleming's choice of the Leather
Pass, as against the Kicking Horse Pass which the government
later preferred.

Then came the Michie Papers, which are the cream of the
records of the famous Toronto provision firm, and cover a period
of more than a century, from 1835 to 1947, when the store was
finally closed. These were given to us by Mr. Charles H. S.
Michie.

It was sheer chance that they had been saved. During the
100th anniversary celebrations of the film in 1935 Michie’s had
had a window display of old documents. Later everything in the
window had been put away in a separate box and fortunately was
not lost in the termination of the business.

The documents are of great historical value. For example, the
1840 stock list shows what peogle bought at that time: candles;
bath bricks to sharpen knives; bed cords, which were woven into
a loose net and used before bed springs; whale oil, used in cook-
ing; brimstone, used as medicine; wines, porters, and whiskies,
which were sold in great quantity during the early stages of our
history, Labatt’s and Gooderham and Worts already being in
existence. Checking the records of customers in the business books
with a contemporary 1835 city directory, we find that Michie's
served a complete cross-section of the community.

For the specialists on the period these old papers are invalu-
able. They show who was prosperous and who was not, Did the
shoemaker spend more than the teacher? What was imported
from England, what from New York, what homemade? A lot
can be learned from the prices: tea and coffee cost 4/- and 11/-a
Ib. Whiskies were cheap - 7/- a gallon for the best scotch.

Because Michie’s lasted so long and dealt directly with the
consumer, its business papers show the change in the pattern of
life in the last one hundred years. The papers also give an ex-
cellent picture of staff relations and working conditions in the
days beE)re trade unions, the Company taking a paternal interest
in its employees.

11



The third gift is the Fisken Papers. Actually we purchased
these from Mr. A. D. Fisken, but he very generously handed back
the entire purchase price to go in the Library’s Endowment Fund.

The papers cover the years 1846-1939 and include over one
hundred volumes of records. John Fisken & Co. were general
commission merchants and financial agents. From 1862 to 1883
the company did a large business in rock oil.

The files include ledgers, journals, account books, and reports
on financial ratings. There are eighteen account books and eight
letter books covering the oil trade from 1862-1883.

Fisken’s had customers all over Ontario, as well as in Quebec
and the Maritimes. They had a system of travelling agents, each
with specific routes in Eastern Canada. Before 1869 they ex-
ported oil to Great Britain, but costs became prohibitive.

There are interesting side-lights on business ethics. Fisken'’s
tested every shipment and in 1869 returned a consignment to the
States because of poor quality, together with the added accusa-
tion of dishonesty. They claimed that the refiner had deliberate-
ly put good oil in the barrels near the door of the railway car,
and tried to pass off inferior oil in barrels in the corners were it
would not be tested.

About 1877, when the market for Ontario oil was undercut by
U. S. exports, Fisken began to buy American oil.

One also gets comments on transportation problems. There
was a chronic lack of railway cars and orders often had to sit in
the railway station for weeks. In the summer of 1870 Brock-
ville orders were discontinued because the oil could not be
shipped so far without losing “a large portion of it by leakage
from exposure to the heat.” '

Again, therefore, these papers are of great value to anyone
interested in pioneer Ontario industry and in early railway his-
tory. There is also material on many other Canadian companies,
for example, the Mutual Life Assurance Company of Canada,
Waterloo, of which one member of the family was a director.

Collections of early manuscript material such as the three
above mentioned snowball into a vast amount of unique his-
torical material of great value to Canadian historians. We hope
the publicity given to these three gifts may bring us other similar
acquisitions.

CHARLES R. SANDERSON,
Chief Librarian
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
THE CIRCULATION DIVISION

In her Writer’s diary Virginia Woolf tells of a conversation
with Thomas Hardy. Referring to a volume of Aldous Huxley’s
stories, Hardy said: “They’ve changed everything now. We used
to think there was a beginning and a middle and an end. We
believed in the Aristotelian theory. Now one of those stories
came to an end with a woman going out of a room.” Qur annual
reports must have an air of modernity about them! When a
library has an underlying philosophy and a well-defined policy,
continuity and a certain sameness in its execution, rather than a
series of dramatic climaxes, is inevitable.

Certainly the changes in the economic and the social life of our
readers are reflected in their use of the library. A time of full
employment fosters unconcern over mounting fines, and an un-
hesitating use of the Duplicate Pay Collection. With the wide
acceptance of television, many “butterfly” readers have flitted to
easier means of entertainment, and the demand for fiction les-
sens. At the other extreme, the increasing uneasiness in many
quarters over the products of our educational system is finding
expression in the keen interest shown in Dr. Hilda Neatby’s
trenchant appraisal of Canadian education, So little for the mind.

Statistically the circulation totals (pages 34-5) to a casual eye,
seem much the same as in 1952. Closer study reveals that the
net increases of 5.4¢¢ in Non-Fiction, .5¢ in Fiction, and 3.6%
in Books in Other Languages must be attributed largely, although
not completely, to the newer branches. In the new branch class,
too, one must include the Music Library now established in its
new and attractive quarters in the Central Circulating Library.

We continue to watch closely the demand and supply of books
in other languages. Since no figures giving the number of people
of different nationalities coming to the city each year are avail-
able, we are not able to study circulation fluctuations on that
basis. It might be of interest to know that in one month (last
December) books were added to the Central Library in the follow-
ing languages: Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, Ij‘rench, German,
Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese,
Swedish and Russian. Two valuable gifts were made to this sec-
tion. Miss Mazo de la Roche presented us with over 100 copies
of her Jalna titles in eleven different languages, and through the
Consul of the Netherlands we received a substantial group of
Dutch books.
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But any tabulation of books circulated for home reading still
remains only approximate. For example the number of outlets
covered by our Travelling Branch is increasing, but count is kept
only of the original number of books sent as deposit collections
to thirteen Old People’s Homes and other institutions. At Lam-
bert Lodge a collection of about 800 books is scrupulously ad-
ministered by one of the elderly residents. At the Mercer Re-
formatory a deposit library of 1,000 books is maintained and
visited regularly by a librarian. The actual circulation of the
books is under control of their teacher and no count is kept, but
an examination of the books (all selected for their value to these
particular readers) shows that many of them are literally “read to
pieces.”

Even the official figures of books circulated from our regular
branches can give no clue to the number of people who may have
read the book. True, some books may be taken home and not
read at all, but here is one “actuality” account. At the request
of the librarian an enthusiastic reader, who had borrowed seven-
teen holiday books on her family cards, kept a record (with en-
lightening comments!) of their circulation among the neighbour-
ing summer cottagers. The actual count showed that the seven-
teen books were read by eighty different readers during the
holidays.

Such records still measure the use of books by figures only, bu*
probing deeper, one librarian comes nearer to the heart of things
when she says: “Until the psychologists or the experts in cyber-
netics, or other adepts in the theory of communication, provide
us with the means of measuring degrees of satisfaction of various
kir.ds — intellectual, emotional, self-expressive, of knowledge or
understanding gained — the really vital statistics of libraries can
never be known.” Practically every branch librarian’s report
includes examples of the far reaching influence of the contents of
certain books on the reader. Call them “human interest” stories
if you wish — they still tell of something vital that has happened
to a human personality.

Our librarians have been generous in their willingness to
devote considerable (frequently off-duty) time to the preparation
and delivery of book talks, always with the aim of arousing inter-
est in books and reading, or of acquainting potential readers
with the services the library offers. Many of these talks have
become part of our regular programme. During 1953 over 30
talks were given at the 11 Prenatal Care Centres operated by the
city; other talks were given to Church organizations, to groups of
New Canadians, to Student Nurses, to Book Review Groups, to
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Business Women’s Clubs, to Parent and Teacher Groups, to the
Toronto and District Film Council, to the Optimist Club, and to
the Occupational Therapy Convention.

Talks to young people provide one further example of the
continuity of library service. In addition to the daily contact
with them in all libraries, in the Spring talks were given as usual
to about 150 Grade 8 classes, totalling approximately 5,000 stu-
dents, to give them some preparation for membership in the
Adult library. Where advisable too, librarians have visited the
high schools in their community, talking to individual classes, or
to School assemblies of up to 700-800 pupils.

One wishes more space were available to report on the ques-
tionnaire Teen age reading in Toronto, prepared by the librarian
in charge of the Kipling Room, and distributed to a representa-
tive group of students of all grades of the 16 Secondary Schools
in Toronto. Very briefly she sums up: “The most significant
results were as follows: 7897 reported that they were members
of the public library, and 687% had used their cards within the
vear. 25¢. found either radio or television a distraction from
their reading. A comparison between reading interests of Grade
9 and Grade 13 showed an expected but gratifying maturing of
interests and taste (there was almost no interest in Grade 13 in
teen age romance stories, animal or sport stories, which were at
the top of the Grade 9 demand). The suggestions most frequent-
ly made in regard to improvements in library service were more
personal help, regular annotated lists of new books, and permis-
sion to use the Reference l.ibrary, or an increased Reference Sec-
tion for Young People.”

We have watched with keen interest the growth of Play Read-
ing groups throughout the city (including two such groups in our
libraries). Their value is not only in their “literary” association,
but also in the opportunity they give for the active participation
of each member. To help the groups in their selection, a list of
Plays suggested for Play Reading Groups has been prepared by a
committee of librarians, and to facilitate their provision in suffi-
cient numbers a “Pool” of these plays has been set up under the
supervision of the Interloan Department.

The Committee responsible for the 22nd edition of the 750
Recommended Books list carried out the project with enthusiasm.
The booklet is now made available to other Canadian libraries
through the Canadian Library Association, and 10,000 additional
copies of the 1953 issue were required for this purpose.

Our most baffling problem continues to be personnel. The
scarcity of librarians and the far too frequent turnover of both
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trained librarians and untrained assistants weighs heavily on the
hearts of the senior staff, who realize its effect on efficient service
from many angles. Our interne librarians from England have
proved most valuable during their year with us, but obviously
they can offer only a temporary solution. At present there seems
to be no adequate answer to the problem.

ANNE M. WRIGHT,
Head of Circulation Division

THE REFERENCE DIVISION

Freedom of inquiry into any or all subjects is a universally
accepted part of our daily living. When an argument arises,
when a statement is questioned, when curiosity is aroused, when
work demands research, books can usually be depended upon to
resolve the argument, to verify the statement, to satisfy the
curjosity, and to produce the materials for research.

The main obligation of a reference library is to provide a
centre for all types of inquiry. It follows that it must develop its
resources in such a way that its day-to-day readers from all walks
of life, with varied backgrounds of heredity and belief, and with
curiosity on an amazing number of subjects, will be well served.

The requests which come to the reference division, over the
desk, by telephone, and even by letter from distant parts, reflect
the extraordinary range of problems with which people concern
themselves. It is satisfying and challenging that so many turn to
the library when questions, however ordinary, however remote,
present themselves. A few illustrations may be of interest.

A writer wants contemporary accounts of the Klondike gold
rush of 1898-9. We are able to supply him with newspapers from
Dawson, and our own local newspapers, as well as books, pamph-
lets, and government reports of those dates, published in such
widely separated points as Edmonton, Vancouver, Chicago, Phila-
delphia, and New York.

A business man wishes to make a survey of the safe and vault
industry in Canada over a ten year period. We bring him long
files of statistics on manufacture, production, imports and ex-
ports, and business directories.

A western university is making a collection of all material
written by Nicholas Flood Davin. We microfilm for them every-
thing in our library which they do not have in theirs.
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A teleph‘on§ inquirer wishes to know prices of kilowatt per
hour rates in Toronto, Newspaper clippings and the annual

report of the Hydro Electric Commission supply the latest
information.

A retired U.S. Army officer writes from Texas that he has
several old Cuanadian political cartoons. He asks us to search
newspaper files to identify them. Such a search would take more
time than we can afford, but the question is answered in a few
minutes from a book written by J. \W. Bengough on the history
of political cartoons in Canada. =

The amount of thought and work which goes into the develop-
ment of a reference collection must be counted as a major contri-
bution to its value and usefulness. The needs of the present, the
spectal interests of the community, the requirements of future
scholars and research workers. must all be kept in mind. Develop-
ment involves not only the addition of new material but the
judicious elimination of that which has served its day and is no
longer needed.

The limits of space and the restrictions of a budget present a
problem which is all too clear when one considers the tremendous
output of the presses of the English speaking world. Such gen-
eral tools as dictionaries, encyclopedias, indexes, handhooks, vear-
books, directories are taken for granted. They are renewed or
added to on the grounds that no self-respecting library of our size
can be without them. It is the spate of other material which
gives us pause.

In the selection of new books we ask ourselves: 1. Is it a sig-
nificant book by a significant author? 2. Does it fill a gap in a
field in which our collection is weak? 3. Does it help to round
out a field in which our collection is already strong? 4. Does it
cover a subject of peculiar interest in Toronto? 5. Is it a thought-
ful and thought-provoking book on a current topic?

In the business and technical fields selection has additional
problems. It has been said that the prosperity of a country de-
pends on the continual growth and the increasing efficiency of its
industrv and commerce. Industry depends on scientific research;
commerce depends on marketing methods, advertising, finance,
foreign connections. To get to our readers the newest and best
printed material in the shortest possible time is our aim. The
first book on a new technical development is important; the ques-
tion of whether Canada follows a British or a United States pro-
cedure is a consideration. Technological development is so rapid
that new and expensive books must be bought frequently to keep
us abreast of the demands of our readers.
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In 1953 the Reference library added 3,865 books to its collec-
tion. This figure includes the reference tools mentioned above,
but for every other book we attempted to make a selection on the
basis of the considerations and requirements mentioned. With
the aid of reliable reviews and by examination of books sent on
approval by publishers agents the books all passed one or more
of these tests.

Every member of the Reference staff is encouraged to partici-
pate in book selection by calling attention to any outstanding
review, by remembering any important question which we failed
to answer fully, by contributing his or her special knowledge in
a particular field. A systematic and highly serviceable procedure
for checking and keeping records of our selection program
has been worked out by members of the staff, through whose
hands all suggestions are passed. Reasons for or against purchase
are then discussed with the head of the division before the request
for order goes forward. We believe that at no time has more
painstaking work gone into book selection for the reference divi-
sion than at present.

The Toronto Reference Library is uniquely rich in its collec-
tion of the significant books of the past. There are, of course,
gaps in some fields which we attempt to fill as opportunity and
need arise. There are also some books which have outlived their
value.

The wealth of professional tools available to us now makes
possible a much greater degree of wise selection than was possible
in the past, when librarians were notoriously hoarders. They
kept everything indiscriminately. Everything printed and bound
between covers, hard or soft, or even printed sheets without
covers, was catalogued. It is fortunate for us, in many cases,
that they did this. But there also resulted a large accumulation
of items of ephemeral value.

Inevitably, the time comes in any library smaller than a
British Museum or a Library of Congress when stock must be
taken and an appraisal made of past acquisitions. There comes
a time in any growth when there must be pruning of dead
branches, there must be shaping and trimming, there must be
revitalization. In our program of withdrawals this is what we
have been trying to do. We must cut away the dead wood to
make room for the new growth. The dead twig has done its
part in the building of the whole and can be retired honourably.

. No doubt in years to come some future head of the Reference
division will discard some of the books which we have added in
1953. We can but hope that a large proportion of them will
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stand the test of time as, we trust, they meet the needs of the
present.

The Division has been the recipient of a large number of
gifts during the year, the most outstanding being in the field of
manuscripts. These have been noted in the report of the Chief
Librarian. We take this opportunity to thank publicly all those
friends in Toronto and elsewhere who have so generously remem-
bered us, and especially the Toronto Stamp Club who made it
possible for us, by a generous donation, to purchase a copy of
“The Royal Philatelic Collection”, a most sumptuously bound
and beautifully produced record of King George Vs stamp
collection.

Statistical totals for the year are as follows:

Number of readers ... 194,617
Telephone calls ... 28,083
Materials used
Books ... 210,675
Periodicals ... 48,687
Current file folders ... 7,063
Volumes of Patents ...... 483
Maps ... 315
Volumes of newspapers .. e 1,279
Microfilm reels ................. 499
Manuscripts ... 57
Microfilm service
Negatives made -..............ccoveveiviiivenne, 175
Prints made ... 787

Laura E. LOEBER,
Head of Reference Division

BOYS AND GIRLS DIVISION

Library work with boys and girls covers a wide span, reaching
all the way from the small child whose literary world is bounded
by Mother Goose to the would-be doctor of philosophy attempt-
ing to trace the books Wordsworth read as a child. In between
these two poles lie all the requests that come each day to the
children’s librarians, requests from radio and television pro-
gramme-planners, from nursery schools and social workers, from
educationists and authors. But no matter how many or how
various are the problems to be dealt with, no matter how many
exhibits have to be sent out, how many speeches given or how
many articles written, each children’s librarian knows that the
centre of her purpose lies with the individual child and his book.

When children come to the library for the first time, they are
entering a new world and they need someone to guide them, or
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at least to point the way. They have no pre-knowledge of what
to expect when they begin their exploration in the world of litera-
ture.  If boys and girls are to become self-reliant, intelligent
readers, they have first of all to be assured that bpoks haye some-
thing to offer them that will not only answer their questions but
which will also offer them satisfaction and delight.

Some few children are born with that instinct which leads
them straight to what they want, but many more have to be gently
led. To arrive home, eager with anticipation, only to find that
the books so carefully chosen were not what one hoped for, is an
experience which, if too often indulged in, will discourage a love
of reading. Children’s librarians know this sometimes — as for
instance in the case of the big overgrown boy who towers above
his playmates. This boy, probably to compensate for his size
and slowness at school, seizes upon three of the largest, most
important looking books he can find and insists on taking them
home. And there is also the little girl who will not be parted
from a copy of the Temple edition of Julius Caesar because it is
exactly the same size as Peter Rabbit. These examples are perhaps
extreme, and we hope they are exceptional, but we also know
that a child, faced with a medium with which he has small ex-
perience, has a difficult problem to solve.

It is easy enough for a child to learn where on the library
shelves he can find a book about stars, but it is not so easy for him
to know which of the many books he finds there is the one best
suited to him. He cannot always tell this by taking the books
from the shelves and looking at them, for in this day of large
print, open paging, and copious illustration, some of the most
difficult material looks disarmingly easy. He needs someone who
has read these books and who knows the degrees of difficulty they
represent to advise him in the choice. That the children are
aware of this difficulty, is made clear in a remark a librarian over-
heard a small boy making to his friend, “I know there are lots of
good books here that I can’t find myself, but, boy! when you get
those people looking, you always get a good one!” Well, “we
people” would like to feel that every boy or girl always did get
the “right” book, but how is this possible with the hundreds of
boys and girls that swarm into our children’s rooms every day.
‘We know that many do find what they are looking for, that they
return again and again assured of the satisfaction they will find
in the books they read, boys such as Peter who is reading Dumas
straight through in strict chronological order; or Olga, who comes
In to report progress on her present favourite author, “No, I was
disappointed in Emma. You just couldn’t seem to get to like
her the way you do the girls in Pride and Prejudice”; or the
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mother who rushes in while waiting for the next bus to say, “I
feel T must tell you how much we all liked Peacock Pie. You

giavedit, to John and he loved it. In fact, the whole family read it
aloud.”

But what of the eight-year-old who has slipped home unseen
with Loyna Doone, and the boy that got lost amid the clamour of
voices asking for Marco Polo, and Norman castles, and earth-
worms? How can librarians be in all corners of the room at
once? How can they be sure that the children are leaving the
library satisfied? These are the questions that children’s libra-
rians are constantly asking themselves.

The growth in the number of school classes who come to us
offers one solution to the problem. The first classes who came as
a group did so at the request of teachers of small children who
were not able to come to 'the library alone, but, again at their
request, this practice has grown with the years to include the
older boys and girls. In 1938 (the year of the “great change” in
the course of study) 770 classes from city schools visited our chil-
dren’s rooms. In 1913 there were 1,550 and now in 1953, ten
years later, there were 3,331 — this in spite of the fact that dur-
ing these years, libraries have been established in 17 of the city
schools.

These classes come to the libraries during school time when
the librarian can give her whole attention to a group of thirty
or forty children who are all contemporaries. On these occa-
sions she has an opportunity to introduce the children to books
or subjects that they might otherwise be unaware of, and still
leave plenty of time to help them choose in a leisurely fashion
the books they wish to take with them. An intimacy grows
between the staff, the teachers, and children, as the group con-
tinues to come once a month. This opportunity is particularly
helpful where children are slow or difficult readers, and has
proved to be particularly useful in our relations with the numer-
ous New Canadians who are coming to Toronto. Other children
in the class willingly act as interpreters and the teacher who
knows the child’s language limitations is invaluable in helping
him to find himself in this strange surrounding. That this work
is growing is evident from the fact that only nine children from
one class in a downtown school had been born in Canada. The
parents of these children are appreciative of this opportunity.
One Italian father came in to a branch library to express his
thanks, “We do not have such things in Italy,” he said. “For
the ladies and gentlemen — yes, but for the children — no.”

Different branches follow different customs in regard to class
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visits and other special activities to extend the children’s interest
in reading. These vary according to what seems most desirable
for a particular district. Some librarians have certain times when
books are read aloud to small groups of children; some have
puppet shows for a “special event”, others have them regularly.
“What pleases me most,” says one librarian who has a weekly
puppet show, “is that the children come for books and they do
not leave the instant the show is over. The puppet show serves
its purpose here.”

No matter what other activities are indulged in, all children’s
rooms have regular story-hours when those old folk-tales and
legends, which were meant to be told aloud, are told again to a
new and eager audience. That the children are well aware that
these stories, and others like them, can be found in books and
read and savoured again, is evidenced by the brisk demand for
the books the stories came from.

All this activity makes the librarian’s day a busy one, begin-
ning sometimes at nine with a school class clamouring on the
doorstep to be let in; with another following close on the heels
of the first; with routine affairs to be filled in as best they can in
the course of the day, and with the onrush of children to be met
when they are released from school at three-thirty. All this busy-
ness also makes it hard to achieve that atmosphere of leisure and
interest we strive for. That children enjoy the atmosphere we
try to create in our children’s room can be seen from remarks
made by two of our frequent visitors, “It’s swell here,” said one
of our rough and ready types, “not like at home where someone
is always yelling or frying things.” Michael put it a little differ-
ently. Meeting the librarian on the street one day he greeted
her with, “I think I'll come to the library this afternoon and
spend a little time among my favourite objects.”

The Osborne collection continues to grow. This year 546
new items were added to it and the number of people who make
use of it increases steadily. We are grateful to Mr. Osborne for
his continued generosity and advice.

1953 saw the completion of the long-awaited third edition of
Books for Boys and Girls. It also saw the publication of Lillian
H. Smith’s The Unreluctant Years. We take pride in the fact
that one of the most important books to be written about chil-
dren’s literature is the work of our former chief and we also
rejoice in the widespread recognition it has already achieved.

JeaNn TrHOMSON,
Head of Boys and Girls Division
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THE CATALOGUING DEPARTMENT

Consideration of the detailed statistics of the work of the
Cataloguing Department over the last three years suggests that
the character of that work is naturally determined by local
library trends. A\ cutting down of stock or a change in the physi-
cal make-up of material will swell the number of withdrawals
from cataloguing records and at the same time add materially to
the meticulous recataloguing to which figures alone do not do
justice.

Over the last three vears the withdrawals from Circulating
book stock have almost matched the additions. The effect of
this on the Cataloguing Department is to increase the clerical
work in removing these withdrawn books from cataloguing
records, which must be kept reasonably up-to-date in order to
answer queries regarding library holdings of specific titles.

Recataloguing in consequence of heavy withdrawals and
changes in physical form of Reference Library stock has been a
constant tax on cataloguing schedules.

The increased use of books in languages other than English
in the branch libraries led to the cataloguing of the Interloan
stock of foreign titles, and 1,150 of these were catalogued in 1953,
along with the current acquisitions of foreign books.

Cataloguing of gift collections of scores for the Music Library
has been going on for several years. This was successfully con-
cluded at the time of the moving of the Music Library. The set-
ting up of the new catalogue in the new library afforded a great
deal of satisfaction to those concerned with that part of the work.

Throughout the year cataloguers still found time to take more
than an academic interest in the various cataloguing and classi-
fication projects under discussion in the cataloguing world.

STATISTICAL SuaMARY, 1953

Circulation Division:

New titles catalogued:

Classed .......... R SR 2,770
Foreign - L SRRV ORO 1,009
Music ... ... U TIPS PPPRPY 457

4,236
Books catalogued . ... 27,687
Books transferred from Branches to Central .. ... 550
Cards filed in catalogues ... 87,977

Of these 18,707 were filed in Central catalogues.
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Reference Division:

New titles catalogued ... 1,695
Books Catalogued .........ocooiiceii 3,845
Pamphlets catalogued ... 22
Films catalogued ..o 1
Library of Congress cards used ... 3,497
Cards filed in catalogues .........c...ocooirioirrnnmnemnire e 23,050
Telephone enquiries answered ... 2,358

DoroTtHY A. DINGLE,
Head of Cataloguing Depariment

REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT

This year the Boys and Girls Division achieved a record with
a 12149, ‘increase in children registered — an increase from 16,000
to 18,000 new cards. Increases were also shown in re-registra-
tions, filled cards and lost cards.

The Adult Departments showed a decrease over the 1952
figures. 1952, however, was an abnormally high year, as both
Downtown and the new Deer Park Branch opened. Comparing
the figures with 1951 we have an increase of 4,000 new cards, so
the 1953 figure seems a reasonable one.

We checked over 28,000 lapsed cards with the city directory,
mailed registrations to over 10,000 of these one-time borrowers
and sent new tickets to 1,900 who returned their completed regis-
tration cards. This is an increase of 200 over 1952 and represents
about 119, of the total re-registrations issued by this Depart-
ment.

1953 showed a very welcome decrease in overdues because
overdues have been a problem that has more than taxed our capa-
city on many occasions. Postcards sent out dropped from 77,000
to 63,000 and second notices from 35,000 to 31,000. The raising
of the fine to 4c a day, the lengthening of the time by two days
before reminders are mailed, and general economic conditions
probably all help to account for this decrease.

ICATHERINE LUND,
Head of Registration Department
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY,

New Registrations during 1953:
Adult ...
Boys and Girls

Re-registrations:
Adult

Renewed filled cards:
Adult ... .
Boys and Girls . .

Lost cards replaced:
Adult ..
Boys and Girls

...........

Boys and Girls transferring to Adult DLpt.:
By transfer . ... ... .
Boys and Girls

Borrowers’ notices of books overdue:
Postcards:
Boys and Girls

2nd notices:
Adult . ... B U
Boys and Girls . ... e

Final notices:
Adult .. L SEUTROUR
Boys and Girls ............ ... ... .

Cards cancelled for fines:
Adult ..

Applications cancelled and removed from files
(Deceased, moved out of town, etc.)

Adult .

Boys and Girls ... SO TRORTRON

Change of address:
Adult ... e e
Boys and Girls

Revival Letters:
Taken from files and checked with
directory ...
Letters mailed to borrowers who are still
traceable ...
New library cards mailed to borrowers
returning card ...
TOTAL REGISTRATION AT DECEMBER
Adult:

City
East York ...

Boys and Girls:
CIty .o
East York ... ... e

1953

35,639
18,467

16,737
7,014

9,215
5,430

5,543
8,765

2,317
860

31,236
31,554

17,388
13.477

6,420
5,890

4,588
3,226

952
542

6,980
3,787

28,531
10,470
1,909

198,601
6,932

76,409
14,136

54,106

23,751

14,645

14,308

3,177

62,790

30,865

12,310 105,965

7,814

1,494

10,767

1,909

205,623

90,545 296,168




THE JOHN ROSS ROBERTSON COLLECTION

In 1953 there were 12,500 visitors to the John Ross Robertson
gallery, approximately the same number as in the last few years.
Views of Quebec and Ontario, with especial emphasis on
Toronto; illustrations of events at the time of the Conquest; life
during the French régime and paintings of birds by William
Pope were on exhibit. Prior to the Coronation of Queen Eliza-
beth our replica of the Coronation chair attracted much atten-
tion and evoked many inquiries about the names and initials
carved on it.

Delegates to the Special Libraries Convention in June visited
the gallery and expressed great interest in the collection, but
were disappointed to learn that there are not reproductions of
the pictures for sale.

In the autumn, we received a bequest from the late Hugh
Hornby Langton. This consisted of a painting of a blockhouse
in Toronto, two pictures of Quebec, one of Sturgeon Lake and
a portrait of Sir David Wilson.

CIRCULATING PICTURE COLLECTION

This year the number of pictures lent from the Collection
passed the 100,000 mark. More than 14,000 clippings were added,
bringing the total number of pictures to over 380,000.

In the early part of the year, there was a very large demand
for data pertaining to the coronation of a British monarch. We
thus had a part in the preparation of many of the decorations
displayed in the city, including the very successful glass models
?’f 1Westminster Abbey and the parade of guards at Buckingham

alace.

Again this year, members of the staff of C.B.C. Television
were almost daily visitors, their requirements covering a large
and very varied field. Illustrators, advertising artists, and cos-
tume and display designers were also regular and appreciative
borrowers, as well as teachers and the students from Teachers’
College.

In the spring, American delegates to the Picture Collection
Division of the Special Libraries Convention visited us and
complimented us on the collection, especially on our files. of
American history.

We feel that this has been a busy and profitable year, during
which we have made new friends and continued to supply the
requirements of established borrowers. We are looking forward
to further expansion of our files so that we may be able to pro-
vide even greater assistance in the future.

ELsPETH SMITH
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EDUCATIONAL FILM LIBRARY

The Film Library experienced the busiest year in its history.
With 501 films in stock at the end of the year, compared with
307 films at the end of its first full year (1948), it circulated 6,652
films, which were seen by 202,714 people. Comparable figures
fog 1948 were a circulation of 4,252 films and attendances of
179,882,

A slight increase in the service charge produced a balance for
the replacement of worn films and the purchase of several new
ones, including “Royal Journey”, two excellent films on the
Canadian eskimo, and others which reflected the known interests
of borrowers.

We appreciate the continued co-operation of the National
Film Board and of the Toronto and District Film Council. A
special word of thanks is due to the latter for lending a projector
which enables the supervisor to acquaint herself with new films
as they arrive, and thus give greater help in suggesting suitable
material for programmes.

StATISTICAL. SUMMARY, 1953

Number of films available, December 31st, 1952 ... ... . 414
Additions during 1953:
By deposit ... e . 87
By purchase ............ B RUTP RN 24 111 525
Deductions during 1953 ... 24
Number of films available, December 31st, 1953 .. ... ... ... 501
Number of films lent ... ... . 6,652
Number of programmes ... ... ... 3,159
Total attendances ........... . . e e 202,714
Jean Buck
BINDING AND BOOK REPAIR
STATISTICAL SUAATARY, 1953
Circulation Reference Miscel-
Division Division laneous Total
Books repaired ... 24,936* 113 51 25,100
Books rebound ................. . 4,638 673 16 5,327
New books bound ... .. 1,081 178 7 1,266
Periodicals bound ... ... 136 576 — 712
Cases and portfolios made ........ — 4 — 4
Books discarded .................... 872 — — 872

* Including 664 books for East York Public Library.
TERENCE W. BARCLAY
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THE TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
STAFF ASSOCIATION

After the general gaiety of the February party night, the staff
looked forward as always to the Annual Meeting and the tradi-
tion of Dr. Sanderson’s talk to the Association. Dr, Sanderson
told us about his visit to Providence, Rhode Island. He had
been invited to speak at the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
library there, as Dr. Locke had at their fiftieth. At our Fall
Meeting our guests were four “New Canadian” library borrowers:
Mrs. Marlene Pubrock from Germany, Mrs. Alga ‘Artner from
Hungary, Mme Chenneau from France, and Mr. Leslie Timor,
also from Hungary. They told us about libraries and library
work in their own countries. To acquaint members of the staff
with the great variety of work that goes on in the Central build-
ing, the December Meeting took the form of a social evening
with guided tours of a number of departments. This was fol-
lowed by the showing of films in the auditorium and a business
meeting at which the staff voted to join with the square dancing
group in purchasing an amplifier, player, and loud speaker,
which is to be the property of the Association.

Over one thousand dollars was contributed by the staff to the
Red Feather Campaign of the Community Chest of Greater
Toronto.

The Staff Association will fulfil its aims only while the indi-
vidual members continue to give it their interest and support.
We thank all those who have done so in the past year.

MARGARET McCUAIG, FrRANCES TROTTER,
Recording Secretary President

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE TORONTO PuBLic LIBRARY STAFF
AssociaTioN For THE YEAR Enpine MarcH 31, 1953

REecEerrTs PAYMENTS

Balance on hand Mar. 31, Meeting expenses ................ $100.98
1952 oo, bank $105.38 Donations ... v 155.00
Gifts ............... 52.85
Fees for the year 1953 ... 546.00 Flowers ... 47.00
Bank charges 4.50
Other sources ................... 1.50 Stationery and supplies ... 34.59
$394.92

Balance on hand Mar. 31,
1953 257.96
$652.88 $652.88

DANIEL NEALE, Treasurer
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USE OF BOOKS DURING THE YEAR
(For details see tables on pages 34-35)

Reference, including government documents,
patent specifications, maps

Adult Circulating Libraries:
Central .

George H. Locke Memorial
Deer Park ...
Downtown (opened Jul} 8, 1952)
Runnymede ... ...
Danforth . ...

Northern .
Wychwood .. ..

Beaches ... ...

10. East York ...

11. Yorkville .. .

12. High Park .

13. Western ... o
14. Bloor and Gladstone .
15. Earlscourt .. ... .

16. Eastern .

17. Riverdale . .. ..

18. Gerrard ..
19. Queen and Llsgar IESVUUROURY
20. Sunnybrook Hospital ................
21. Queen Elizabeth Hospital ...........
22. Runnymede Hospital ..............

23. Travelling Branch ... . ... .

WA=

Boys and Girls Libraries:

1. Boys and Girls House ... ... e
2. Locke SRS PR
3. Gerrard N

4. Earlscourt ...

5. Danforth . .
6. Bloor and Gladstone U
7. Beaches . ... . T

8. FEastern ... .

9. Riverdale ... ..
10. Deer Park ... ...
11. Queen and Llsgar T
12. Wychwood .......... .

13. High Park ... ...

14. Runnymede ...

15. Northern ... ..

16. Western ...

17. Yorkville L
Settlements ...
Schools .. .
Hospital for Sick Children .
East York School Libraries ...

29

1953 1952
268,115 270,567
1953 1952
407,073 405,633
240,893 238,099
198483 172,073
182,089 85,778
130,577 131,809
118,704 131,621
114,154  113.876
108.251 115,299
107,274 111,143
99.071 97.749
94,138 102,060
91,532 95,928
77,609 75,452
76,025 85,954
75,488 80,433
74,262 74.940
62,471 64.515
56,384 64.679
54,918 54,621
45.895 49,748
13.271 12,159

3,757 3,294
3,150 1,491
2,435,469 2,368,354
1953 1952
119578 111,220
93.056 90.700
86.672 88.950
79,005 85,092
78,487 79,229
72,462 70,531
71.888 71,031
70.903 64.971
65,285 65,864
48,976 39,829
46,416 57,790
45.703 46,428
40,412 42,004
40226 431437
39,335 44,771
34316 33,930
26,623 28,627
28,018 27,990
716,946 706,152
11,861 10,726
208,151 199,367
2,024,319 2,008,635
1953 1952
4,459,788 4,376,989



9z°¢86'¥ e e e e soueansuy
00'941 U UOREIDOSSY salreaqry Jeradg
IN— - sosuadxq Suraaery,
€676, e sadreyn yueq
68°G0% - e asuadxy £139g
PTIE6G e sauoydapa ],
86'865 % age;sog
18'869°C - Bupung
$6°02L°c  (06'1¢$ susunimuron Juipnour)
sarpddng jusunaedaq pue youeag
pGees's o (80°02$ suaunuIWIOn)
Suipnpour) suuog ‘A1auoneig
mOcQOOGﬁ .................................... wcmgmo~audo
:sarddng [e1auan pue ‘A1duonelg ‘Sunuug
00'0IZ | oo e uonayo)
2IN331J ULOT pPU® UOSII3QOY Ssoy uyof
080S9 201A13G pPei§ pue sixe], pieog
1096+ Q .............. I'O Pue sen
9%'069 T siteday pue adueuajule s  ceeeeeeereieeeseseteeianaenn
5 N et Sotatog EE& mm.mmw.mmm uoneudorddy Aresqry sAND
o 1901a10g jlodsuely pue Suryoniy, oLl ao1azag areanydng
00000501 sayoueIg Jo U 81'289% o g reaqu W
658619 (¢%°10.$ siusunruuIo)) 00°0000S o queas) o\:wﬂﬂwu.q
. m—:“::u:& juswdinbyg » aanjrunyg 0S¥1 - safiteyry Burpe]
LOGTII'BT Suiputg spIsINQO 06°921°T - sjuay AIpung
.vw.ﬂmm.w -+ satiddng Jreday joog 00°000°LS - quay yieg 199Q
hm ﬁﬂm BN ...................... MUM“B kﬂd“”& Noom wm-mm ) v~°m Nuamm Uumdg
CoEte i .u.:.maum oog pue Butpuig IANARA 3saraiu] sjueq
L2'GES'S , Fonataog 65 1L1 peSewe( syoog
paurea] pue saurzedepy ‘sradedsmaN o1 ~ 1so $§00
0O TII PP T (2T°%6¢'6$ srupunIIIO]) m“.\.m.v; ou-iomquiv"_.mom
w—:viu:_v ‘ySreag ‘sdepy ‘sjjoog 126206 - sprep) SIapesy
MWHMN. : uwMuA YOI dAnE[mUWIND 28 6BLGY § s ¢ sautg
- JUBMO[]Y IUSUIAIND cc1a¢ PR c . ,
Lr m.vw MoN.w Surpnpou ) ,w :Amﬂca:amxxlm 06861 § £661 “renue[ 3 “aouereq
[euoisedd Surpnyour) safep| pue salre[eg
SINTWAVd SIIDAA

£G4 ‘YoquIada( 3SIg PIpud Ieak 3y} o4
SINANWAVd ANV SLAIZ0dY JO0 LNIANALVLS

30



yuswinda(q ssauisng fo poafy

‘SATIVHD) T 'Y

6¥°518¢8I°T$

£0°L9%°G1 $6°688°L
6°LLES

9¥8¥E0LI’T

9CHLY'E

00°£%0°s
00°000°8T
98'892°1
$9°9GL°T
€5°£89
26°¢19
86°L£0°T
€8 11802
6.°8166

13°9%¥
09°125°6

0726211
$g251'61

00°1%2°91
69'L95°G

81'¢EH'c8

9%'8¥50L1°1 - aamirpuadxy
00'8gg'8L1'1$ sjewnsy
o coee o 9jewnsa

JO §S90X3 Ul ANUBASY [eUlaIu]

......... - saxe ], Suipling yred 133
: : uuﬂu:vCH wt,[ ueipruer)
] (¢€20t$
siudunwwor) Suipnpour) surpddng
.................. 7 satrereg
Areaqry wyrg
...................... © 99§ sJonpny An
............................ punj uoIsUSg
-+ preog uonesuadwo) §UIWINIOp
.3»038@'8:«»35 juawrdordurau)
o suoneId0sSy Areiqry
_OLrvuQ) pue uerpruen) ‘uediawy
AU PO S A T et P
e e sen
Bunesyy
syusuniwuIor) Surpnpour) Sunysry
:'039 ‘Bunealy ‘Sunydry
-~ sanddng
$98e M
1SpUNoIn Jo e
............................ mvmﬁg s :Dthﬁh
Aoo%wmw LahiEliisltiitlg) m:i_:u::
mo__a ng 2oueudurely Sulrdsuidug
338ep 9oueusure]y SunssuiSuy
................... A@N. M@ muCUEu~EEOO
m:ﬁiu—:v sarpddng Suryeare)
- 0 safepy Suryelsre))
;wc%zzmgﬂmdao&vcmooca:u::a«&

6¥°G18°¢81°T$

‘$661 Arenuef qigy

“onpny L1 ayy 4q
upne jo uondidwey 01 1oalqng

31



2EVLTT $ 2E¥LTT $
NM.*h .................................................................. uﬁUEum0>—nm QQO .................................. mvvm.N£0h=nm mMOOQ houwu Uoﬂdﬂan
Bunreme ‘gCET “I51¢ J9quusoag  “ueqg uorunmod | €9'%9 €661 5] Lrenue[ ‘Yueqg uowiwo
8.OONnN ﬁ ............................. mmmﬁ aum.—m HUﬂEUUOQ nmuEUEunDbﬁH OO.OONaN @ .................................. Mﬂmﬁ aumﬁ EM—JCN,—- awuﬂUEumU\:&H
LNAODIV TVLIdVD

INNODDV INAWMOANT TVIHONINW SIMAT NHOL HOLVNES

9,9¢¢ $ 9,96 $
9¢'G81 §G61 51§ IoquadsQ ‘jueq uotuiwio(
o A S R A SRR papunjax mammOQOQ SIOJISTA
00Fg G 1UN020Y jUSUIMOpUT TITT 1s0197U] yueg
nsoda 03 patragsueny s1eak / 1340 sysodaq SONSIA | G9'ggg g €661 51 Arenuef “jueqg uoruruo(
SINANAVd SLIIIDHEA
(PIO sI8aX Ud4dG 18pu() SLISOLAA SHOLISIA
LR TA T ¥ssLr $
BEIOQL oo suoneuo(y
00'v¢ sisoda(g ST0ISIA
07" % jsarauy yueqg
*numh.— ” ..................................................... “csoonv{ ~.ﬂwmm.mo OVH. om.o.v .............................. MWQHOMF—H vzom
SINAWAVJ SLJIIADAY
adNNd INTINAOANY LISOd3d
¥'695°T $ ¥¥'695°T §
**-mﬂw .................................................................. u:QE“mu>=m .vm-mhﬁ .......................................................................... Wuﬂwmuuu¢
Sunteme ‘gGE1 SI¢ QW “Yueqg uorumwoq | 06°CH £G61 51 Arenue( “ueq uoliwoq
OO.Oﬂ&?— w .............................. &m«mm numﬂm JoquIada(] amuCDEumU\w:H OOO@MJ W ........................... Mmmm .unﬁ %&NSGNH nuaﬁvsumu\rﬂﬁ

ILNNODIV TVLIdVD

INNOJOV INTWMOANT LISOdAd
LINNODIOV INTNMOANT ANV LSNAL

32



(LW puv 290l 2y, jo (sapnor {iq ygvisoroyd)
yoog oanidig ® ose A1191g







‘$G61 Arenue[ yigg

wawngaq ssauisng fo poo g 103pny L11) a9y £q

‘SITIVHD T 'Y

npne jo uonapduwiod oy 303lqng

$5089°01¢ ¥5°089°01$

mﬂMON.N T €661 unﬁm .GQ:Huu;_Q ACnm uoturuo(J 361 o e a Toisaxoiuy qureeg
S6'9L%'g § ~_ popuadxy | 0669901 g6eT s ES:& Jueg uotutwog

LNNODDV LSNYL SNOILVIALTY XdVudl IS

c6'8¥1  § 68yl $

16°COT o yunosoy ideyy of | g e - shaup yueg
heh  § S poseqoang $00g | QGGHT & o . 1$2109u] puog

SINAWAVJ SLAIFOTY

AN ININMOANT TVIHOWANW NOSYIANVS WVHVED STTIVHD

61°%66°c ¢

61556 ¢

16°601 ' T paseyoand mxoop .Cdm auemrqg
.................. . . JusunsIAUI 00°00§

9’8l Suneme ‘gcGgel  ISI¢ Iaquio o Spuey  uotunuod [ 00°€61 T e

OOOﬂNnn ........... Mm.mH um~m“ &,QEVUQQ wwc,.EumoaCH wwﬂ R P mmmﬁ umﬁ %&GJCGH‘ z_:rm u

£6°C87 G ~ paseyoang spuog | 0006 ¢ TP et £661 95| Atenuef “juounsoau]
LN10DDV "TVLIdVD

IN10DDV INFWMOANT TVISOWIIW NOSHIANVS WVHVID SATIVHD

819 ¢ LET9  $

6O e © e qunodoy enden o, | z¢ 153103U] yurg

89'1¢ g poseyoang sy00g | 0019 11 puiog

SINHIWAVd SLAIIDIY

ANNd INHNMOUNT TYIHOKINW SIMAT NHOL JOLVNAS

33



USE OF BOOKS DURING

1953

-~ 8 ® =~ ®
3 ~ e S| S 5| 8 §| 2l 52|35
$ 2 S (S| 31~ | R 8! s3> 8N
S H 3 5 k) ~ S =3 2 - N -
S| S | S(33/ 8133 |3|a|3 |32
& RS R | Q| /A | 4 S &
General Works. 1,422 225 466 358 575 537 230 299 3,216 108 220
Philosophy.. 8,331| 1,466| 1,048 1,484| 2,634] 2,873 731 889 1,029 723 966
Psychology.. 3,814 642 389 588/ 1,267 1,155 440 414 465 297 451
Religion 7,169 917 713 946] 2,421 2,289 582 679 673 294 682
S0ciology......cccvvererne e 19,152} 3,010 1,995 2,952 5,015 6,145 1,875 1,879 2,417} 1,511} 2,251
Language 1,451 130 136 127 236 322 97 113 123 66 213
Natural Science.. 11,936] 2,207| 1,817 2,442 4,010| 3,679 1,739 1,689 2,306 1,347 2,188
Useful Arts 22,778] 4,504 3,996 5,229/ 8,000 8,540] 3,648] 3,826| 5726 2,962 4236
Engineering. 5,393| 1,265 1,273 1,853} 1,462] 1,544 1,011} 1,350 1,692| 1,101} 1,202
Gardening. 1,972 638 446! 960 977f 1,492 646 625 965 414 502
Fine Arts. 14,877| 3,626 1,635 2,876 6,881 5,094{ 1,537} 1,912| 3,132; 1,553] 2,345
Music. 25,361 318 263 308 575 616 254 246 195 253 359
10,672 2,311 1,750 2,620 3,973| 4,200 1,609 2,010| 2,401} 1,405| 1,804
14,804 3,740{ 1,882| 3,079] 7,364| 6,000 1,952| 2,142| 2488 1,278 2,518
6,150 803 518 658 1,555 1,119 434 449 604 359, 591
10,047 1,715 941 1,096; 3,108 2,418 657 1,178 869 792 825
19,588| 5,000 3,676| 5,874 9,307 7,814| 4,015| 4,248/ 5,401 2,895 4,823
21,430| 6,105 4,182] 6,248| 14,027 11,165| 4,442| 4,977, 5,257| 2,753 5,403
32,172] 8,929 6,130{ 8,893| 18,251| 16,290| 6,017| 7,054| 7,442f 4,588 7,099
Total Non-fiction....[..ccevices 238,609| 47,551| 33,256] 48,591) 91,638| 83,292 31,916| 35979 46,400) 24,699| 38,678
Fiction 133,063| 59,307{ 41,531! 69,614 104,958 97,275 43,052| 38,078] 52,496| 31,504 49,745
Other Languages....|............. 35,401 416 1,238 4991 1,887 1,522 520 205 175 181 3,109
Total Adult.........]cernnnnns 407,073/ 107,274 76,025| 118,704 198,483 182,089| 75,488| 74,262| 99,071| 56,384| 91,532
Boys and Girls........|................ 119,578| 71,888| 72,462| 78,487| 48,976|.............. 79,005| 70,903|208,151| 86,672| 40,412
Hospital for Sick
Children.............. 11,861
Schoot 716,946
Settlements.......o..o...| oo 28,018
Tota.ll Boys and
€3, SO 876,403] 71,888| 72,462| 78,487 48,976 ... 79,005| 70,903|208,151| 86,672 40,412
Reference.......oooo o] 1268,115 oo | [ e e b
Grand Total............ 268,115 1,283,476| 179,162 148,487 197,191| 247,459| 182,089( 154,493 | 145,165! 307,222 143,056| 131,944
Total for 1952........ 270,567 1,261,721| 182,174| 156,485 210,846/ 211,902] 185,778| 165,525) 139,911| 297,116| 153,629] 137,932

1No count is made of use of reference books in Circulating Libraries
Downtown Branch opened July 8, 1952
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USE OF BOOKS DURING 1953

) Y
3 - o |
3 ® Q ~ o 3 ~ 80 3
oSl D ISR Ss 3 YOIRRISRISs v Yoo
W) S | A& | =22 % S| 53| 2% (58] & 3 & S
R ST S ST - P N - P B~ B N B
5 SR ER g & e T EIRI RlR S N
$ S a
saal 106 s 135 756 473 309 1,332 5 561 470 278 13,620
3,461 1,325‘ 35 599 562 1,449 2 362 26 886 1,469, 1,197 33:547
1,287 500! 12 316 624 923! i 91 2 512 853 409 15,451
2,839 1014 78 330 562 1,020 13 279, 59 625 745 646 25,575
6,866 2,548; 70 1,531 1,707 3,816 45 1,112 20 2,272 3,043 2,699 73,931
450 102 5 84 84 146 2 230 1 150 191 113 4,572
5,418 ?;,176 69 1,725 1,825 2,584 22 795 79 1,820 1,915 1,656 55,444
12,!44 3,99 138 2,792 3,502 6,061 21 1,278 55 3,877 4,042 3,734 115,170
2,536 924 2 1,130 7Sli 1.241 1 371 4 1,126 876 739 28,847
2.%5() 780 14 168 240 748 3 284 2 548 542 612 15,834
3.3921 3,333 109 1,510 1,5!701 4,087 I 1,669 190 2,446] 3,123] 2,590 74,352
805 422 2 128 219 174 RO 9. 213 293 283 31,592
5,43£ %.168 43 1,256 1,466 2,697 9 676 26 1,735 1,956 1,836 54,060
7,485 3,663 205 1,424 1,689 4,045 62 916/ 112 2,613 3,331 3,760 76,642
1,611 612 41 332 499 681 9 409 39 443 655 469 15,040
3,464 1,450 36 533 728 1511 1 184 2 689 1,738 1,382 35,364
11,710 5,397 274 3127 3,707 6,667 109 3,752 54 4,612 4,996 4,381 121,427
16,441 6,752 902 2,940 4,059 7,962 239 4,297 205 5,078 5,754 6,951 147,599
21,673 9,274 1,004 4918 5.548) 10,718 292 3,263 268 6,517| 10,321 9,524 206,185
114,817) 46,628 3,944 2497, 30,247‘[ 57216 1146 21,394] 978 36,273 46,313( 43,259 1,148,252
125171) 67,142 9,179 27,411 319710 72.704] 2581 24,355] 2,167 38,777| 61,233] 50,224| 1,233,358
905, 38 148 2,529, 433 657 30 146, 5 2,109 705 655 *53,859
240.8’7% TI4154- 13,271 54,918) 62471} 130,577 3,757] 45,895] 3,1500 77,609; 108,251] 94,138] 2,435,469
93,056 39,335 46,416 65,285  40,226]...ccrcrerinf e e 34,316 45,703| 26,623 1,267,494
11,861
716,946
..................................................... 28,018
93,056 39,335|.........| 46416 65285 40,226/ it 34,316] 45,703) 26,623] 2,024,319
............................................................................................................................................................................ 268,115
333,949 153,489 13,271 101,334 127,756] 170,803 3,757 45,895 3,150 111,925 153,954 120,761} 4,727,903
328,799] 158,647] 12,159] 1124111 130,379 175,246 3,294 49,7481 1491] 109,382] 161,727] 130.687| 4,647,556
* ANALYSIS OF USE OF BOOKS IN OTHER LANGUAGES
Bulgarian 59 French 16,849 Ukrainian 1,680 Esperanto 17
Finnish 161 Italian 1,638 Czech 303 Hungarian 2,470
Polish 8,544 Spanish 1,604 Danish 246 Latin 48
Swedish 482 Yiddish 738 Dutch 1,013 Norwegian 38
Russian 1,466 Hebrew 378 Chinese 31 Portuguese 58
German 15,575 Lithuanian 127 Greek 93 Slovakian 27

35
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, ETC.

Book Stock AT DECEMBER, 1952:

Circulating Libraries ..........cccomennimreiiniiiiiinnes 625,069
Reference Library:

REfEIENCE ...coviovviverereeenecrrestier s aseneaens 195,725

Patents .....ooooovvveenieecinmineinienn ... 18,496

John Ross Robertson Room 20 214,241 839,310

Apprrions During 1953:

Circulating Libraries ..........ccovoeivimenniiiiin, *74,919
Reference Library:

REfErence ....cccoceeviieeiivereecrei e eaaees 3,865

Patents ....ccooevoviireeaenrieen s seneaneens 462 4,327 79,246

DepucTioNs Durine 1953:

Circulating Libraries:

Lost and paid for ... 1,230
Otherwise withdrawn and written of 55,721 56,951

Reference Library:
WiIthArawn ....ooooereeerieeinn e ebeccaneecnenns 1,905 58,856

Boox 'Stock AT DECEMBER, 1953:

Circulating Libraries .............ccooeivovociiiiii 643,037
Reference Library:

Reference ........coooveviveieiieieeiceesecnnn, 197,685

Patents ......... wecooeiiviiieeens ... 18,958

John Ross Robertson Room 20 216,663 859,700

PicTures AND FiLMs:

Educational films available, December, 1953 ...
Pictures in Loan Collection, December, 1953 ........................... 380,183

*Excluding 6,740 books transferred to Central and Travelling Branches
from Pool Stock.
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