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P R E F A · C E. 

~~I~TLE or nothing ca? be faid 
~ ~,~- L ~~ w1th any degree of certainty con-

~, a''~~ cerning the life of l:EsoP. The 
~ accounts handed down to us from 

antiquity, confift chiefly of idle traditions, 
and obfcure hints at his figure and adven­

tures. A long recapitulation n1.ight indeed 
be made of the feveral frories concerning 

him; fiories, however, bearing as evident 
marks of fiB:ion as the Fables of 1Esop 
themfelves, but far, very far, from afford­

ing equal infiruCtion or delight. 
The fun1 of what has been faid of him, 

on the befi authority, is this ...... That he 

was by birth a P hr;'gt'an, and by condition 

a ilave; at leafi that he was in a fiate of fer­

vitude during the earlier part of his life, 
though we have reafon to believe that his 

uncommon talents afterwards exalted him 
A to 
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to an higher fiation. Arijlotle defcribes 
him as haranguing the Samians, on the ra­
pacity of their minifter; and Phcedrus intro­
duces him fpeaking to the People of Athens 
on the tyranny of Piftflratus; and on each 
of thefe occafions embellifhing and anima­
ting his difcourfe with fable*· When he 
thus addreiied hitnfelf in an authoritative 
tnanner to an whole people, it is natural 
to fuppofe that he was above the degree of 
a ilave, tnoft probably much above it; efpe­
cially as there is fame ground to imagine 
that he was -actually employed by Crc:eJits, 
king of Lydia, to confult the oracle at Del­
pbos, as well as fent likewife fr01n the fame 
prince in the charaCter of ambaffador to 
Periander of Corinth. 

Thefe are the few particulars, which may 
be gleaned from antiquity concerning the 
life of lEsoP, and even thefe muft be deli­
vered with diffidence and doubt; nor can v1e 
{peak more pofitively concerning the form 
and figure of his perfon. It is commonly 
fuppofed that he was very ugly, and very 
deformed, though perhaps a true portrait 
might prove this opinion to be no other 

* The Fable delivered at Samos, was the Fox and the 
Hedgehog, No. CLXXXIX. pag. 306 ; that at Athens, was 
the Fro~;s drjiri11g a /(jng, No. III. pag. 4· 

than 
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than a mere vulgar error; at leaft that the 
rnould of his perfon, and caft of his coun­
tenance was rather ludicrous and fingular, 
than horrible or iliocking. But however this 
n1ay be, whatever were the circumftances 
of his life, and the frame of his body, the 
qualities of his mind were undoubtedly the 
objeCt of admiration to all the fages of an­
tiquity, as his works have been the delight 
aud ftudy of fucceeding ages. 

The ufe of Fable \vas eftablilhed, if not 
originally introduced, by JEsoP ; a circum- . 
france, which not only manifefis his ihrewd­
nefs and fagacity, the quicknefs of his wit, 
and the fertility of his invention, but gives 
us alfo a ftrong idea of his good humour. 
'' Advice, (fays an agreeable modern ) 
" never comes with a better face, than 
" when it comes with a laughing one:" 
and it is certain that Fable rather pleafes 
than offends the nicefi fenfibility~ finc.e the 
ini1ruction it conveys is not magifi:erially 
obtruded upon us, but is obliquely derived 
by our own application, and falls fi-oln it, 
as it were, by accident. Thus tnuch is 
certain, that fince the firft introduCtion of 
this fpecies of con1pofition, every \vriter of 
thefe little pieces, antient or tnodern, in 
verfe or in profe, has never failed to be-

COihc 
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come popular, if poifeifed of any tolerable 
degree of n1erit. 
·. In regard to the prefent work it would 
perhaps fee1n the modefi:er method to leave 
it to plead for itfdf, rather than to urge 
any thing in its behalf in this place: but . 
though we would avoid the poor vanity of 
fe1f-recommendation, yet fomething is ne­
ceffary to be faid by way of apology. The 
prefent reigning performance of this fort is 
that of Croxall: Among the 1nany objec­
tions to v.rhich that work is liable, the ca­
pital one, in my opinion, is of the very fan1e 
nature with that vvhich he himfelf tnakes 
to Lejlrange. If Lejlrange vvas a bigot to 
one party, Croxall was an enthufiafi: in ano­
ther; both very unfit charad:ers to cultivate 
our youth, and likely to feafon their 1ninds 
with the mofi: dangerous principles. The 
fl:rongefi: underfi:andings have been unfet­
tled by party and politicks ; and thofe of 
children are either quite incapable of re­
ceiving fuch leffons, or liable to be injuri­
oufiy affected by them. To pupils of fuch 
tender years fimple truth and plain mora­
lity ihould be alone recornmended; and it 
is furely better to inculcate virtue, and de­
cry vice, in general terms, than to run fron1 
the purpofe, n1erely to brand t:b..is faCtion, 

or 
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or that 1ninifcer, with the odious epithets 
of fiaviili. and tyrannical. It is fuffi­
cient to infpire fuch young readers \vith the 
love of every thing laudable, and an abhor­
rence of all critnes : but to train them in 
the leading-firings of party from their cra­
dle, and to teach them to lifp the cant of 
faCtion, is fuperfh.1ot s, abfurd, and of . the. 
n1ofl: dangerous confequence. · 

It . would not perhaps be too feverc a 
cenfure on Croxall's perforr-.t1ance to fay, that 
vvhile it is confdledly too trifling and pu­
erile for the ftudy of n1en; it is, at the 
fame time, too n1uch raifed in its ih1e, 
(though indeed it fometimes faUs into poor 
familiarities; )too full of refleCtions on par­
ticular perfons; too frequently illu:flrated 
"'ith characters in the manner of our n1o­
dern effaills, though not fo well dra\vn; 
too much crouded with allufions to antient 
hiilory; and too oftentatioui1y pieced with 
Latin quotations, for the perufal of chil­
dren. Croxall has infcribed his colleCtion 
of Fables to Lord Sunbury, ion of the Earl 
of Halifax, then fcarce paft his .fifth year, 
and to ufe Croxall's own words " the tnofi: 
" lovely and engaging child that ever was 
" born." He addreffes his infant patron in 
the ufual ftrain of dedicatory epifiles, talks 

to 
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to him of his future !hare in the admi­

nifiration of government, of arts and 

fciences, and of Rome and Mecanas, not 

on1itting his favourite cufiom of embel­

liiliing his difcourfe with a line from the 

c afficks. Who can be guilty of groffer 

-impropriety or more ridiculous affectation? 

and yet the fame abfurdity runs through the 

whole work, of which the dedication is fo 

glaring an infi:ance. 
The relation of a fable iliould be fhort 

and plain; infiead of which, Croxall is ge­

nerally prolix in his manner, and bloated 

in his fiil£. To what a ridiculous p01np 
of phrafeology does he attempt to habitu­

ate our youth, when he reprefents Juno 

replying to the complaints of the Peacock 

in thefe terms ! " The vivid blue of the 

" faphire glitters in your neck ; and when 

" you fpread your tail, a gemmy brightnefs 

" ftrikes the eye from a plumage varied 

" with a thoufand glovving colours." But 

hovvever firange and fantafiical this ftile 

1nay appear, one would almoft think it im­

poili.ble for a compiler of a work of this na­

ture to be betrayed into indecency: and yet 

Croxall's narration of the fable of the* Boar 

Croxail's lEfop, No. XIV. pag. 2). 

and 
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and the Afs affords an infi:ance of it too 
grofs to be repeated. His Applications, be­
fides abounding with the itnproprieties al- ­
ready enumerated, often deviate from the 
plain fenfe and meaning of the fable, to 
which they are fubjoined. 

Thefe, and fome other particulars, on 
which perhaps it tnight feetn rather invi­
dious to infifi, furniih a fufficient apology 
for the prefent undertaking. Works of 
this kind are not calculated to procure 
fame, but if they appear to be well m_eant, 
they rnay at leafi: hope for pardon. Thefe 
Fables are intended for the ufe of t~e very 
youngefi: readers; and indeed little collec­
tions of this nature are commonly put into 
the hands of children, immediately after 
the Primer and Spelling-Book. We have 
therefore endeavoured to adapt every thing 
herein to fuch tender capacities; hoping, 
ho\vever, at the fame tirne, to avoid giving 
into childilh familiarities, and finking into 
the infantine fiile of the nurfery; happy, 
if the little fi:udents ihould not, at n1aturer 
years, feel thetnfelves a!hamed of \tvhat 
they had read in their infancy. To this 
end v.re have frriven to relate the Fables in 
a {hort and lively manner, and to render 
t 1e feveral Applications to each plain and 

r appo.1te. 
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appo:fite. Thefe are novv and then dra\vn 
fron1 one or other of our mofc celebrated 

• Englijh writers, and vve can only regret 
that proper paffages did not oftener fuggeft 
themfelves. As an entertainment, or kind 
of temptation to young readers, there are 
likewife fubjoined Morals (though they do 
not all fall properly under that title) in verfe 
to e;?_ch fable. Of thefe perhaps fame may 
be but indifferent, as they are the vv-ork of 
the compiler hin1fe1f; but fame others, he 
is apt to imagine, v;j]l be found to be ele­
g:::nt in their compc1it~on, z.s well as happy 
in their application, as he has been favour­
ed v1ith thern by fome perfons of refined 
parts, already eminent in the literary world 
fDr their genius and taHe. 

The whole work, fuch as it is, is fub­
n1itt~d to the publick, n1o1·e efpecially to 
thofe concerned in the education of chil­
dren. In regard to Croxall's performance 
\Ve have faid no more than truth detnanded 
of us, nDr have \Ve indulged ourfelves in 
greater freedon1s in o 1r remarks on him, 
than he had himfelf ufed before in his cen­
fures of Le.flrange. 

THE 
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FABLE L '!'he Dunghill Cock. 

~~~ ' .., 'ti CocK, raking jn a dunghil1, fcratched 
~~ ( A "" ~ up a jewel: Alack, faid he, why did I 

t find this ? indeed if a jeweller had found 
~ 'i' 0 

· "' it, he would have been rejoiced at his 

good fortune, as he could make fome ufe of fuch a 

bauble • . For my part, I would give this and all the 

jewels in the world for one ·gr_ain of barley. 

M 0 R A L. 
<J'a fools, the treafures dug from wifdom's mine, 

.Are ]ewels thrown to Cocks, and Peads to Swine. 

A P P L l C A T I 0 N. 
Nothing betrays a weak underftanding fo plainly 

as the contempt of valuable objects: and yet that a 
B low 
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low groveling mind ihould indulge itfelf in fuch con­

tempt is not very wonderful. The things which fall 

into their hands, may indeed be good in themfelves, 

but they are not able to turn them to their proper 

ufe. A mufical inflrument, touched by a fine per­

former, will breathe the fweeteil: harmony, but in 

an unfkilful hand will remain dumb, or utter nothing 

but difcord. What are painting and ftatuary to him 

that has no tafte ? or what pleafure can be drawn 

from books by him that cannot read? Yet a con­

firmed blockhead will always be proud as well as 

ignorant ; and while he perceives the meannefs of 

his difpofition little adapted to aim at fublime plea­

fures, will folemnly declare it to be a nobler enter­

tainment to rake into a dunghill. 

FA B. II. 'The Wolf and the La1nb. 

A W OLF, drinking at the head of a fountain, faw 

a Lamb quenching his thirfr a great way below. 

He immediately ran to the place, and with a great 

cleal of foul language accufed the poor harmlefs 
animal 
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animal of difrurbing the waters. The Lamb begatt 
to tremble, and befeeched the Wolf not to punifu 
the innocent ; for as he drank fo far below, it was 
impoffible for him to fpoil the Wolf's draught, nor 
did he ever intend it. The Wolf however raved 
and frormed moft violently : Sirrah ! fays he, you 
are a rafcal: you are always upon mifchief: your 
father, your mother, and all your generation ar.e 
my mortal enemies: and now, you villain, I will be 

. "' revenged on you for It. 

M 0 R A L. 

11/here' er oppreJ!ion rules~ fell wolves devow·, 
And the wotjl crimes are want of jlrengtb and pow'r. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

It is in vain to talk of reafon to thieves and 
robbers, or to vindicate your innocence to a villain. 
They will frame a thoufand pretences to difguife, 
if poffible, the violence of their proceedings, but 
are at laft reduced to the neceffity of ufing that 
violence as 'their fi:rongeft and only argument. Yet 
fuch a behaviour is the cleareft proof of the abjeB: 
·nature of vice, which is afhamed to appear in it's 
real figure, 'till it is unable to find any habit fuf· 
ficient to cloak the hideoufnefs of it's form. Hypo­
crify never ferves to conceal a villain's black in­
tentions any long time, and though he begins with 
complaining [of injuries, _he cannot long refrain 
from doing them. 

B 2 FAB. !II. 
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FA B. III. ''I'he Frogs and thez"r King. 

T H E nation of Frogs, which was once free, 
befeeched Jupiter to appoint them a King. 

Jupiter at fidl: laughed at their idle requdl: : but 
their repeated petitions had at length fome effeB: on 
him, and he threw them down a Log. The weight 
of the Log made the whole lake refound ; and the 
Frogs frighted at the noife, at fidl: looked on their 
King with great veneration. At length they fl:ole 
foftly up to the Log, and finding it quite motion­
Iefs, leaped on it and infulted their fl:upici monarch. 
Upon this they again petitioned Jupiter, and prayed 
that he would give them a King that wou1J exert 
his authority. Jupiter then gave them a Stork; who 
marched imperioufly over the lake, and devoured 
every poor Frog that came in his way. The Frogs 
in vain complained to Jupiter of hi3 cruelty. The 

God 
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God is deaf to their complaints, which may be 
heard even at this hour. For in the evening, as 
{oon as the Stork goes to reft, the Frogs creep out 
of their hiding places, and croak mofr piteoufly ; 
though without any redrefs. For fince they de­
pofed a merciful King, it is the will of Jupiter 
that they !hould endure the cruelty of a tyrant. 

M 0 R A L. 
The nation free, defpotic rule that craves, 
And gives up lilerty to fink to Jlaves, 
rt7Jen cruel Kings and hard decrees opprefs, 
In vain }hall mourn, and hope in vain rcdrefs. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Man would be a much happier being, if he di,l 

not fo indu:fhioufly endeavour to draw misfmtun t s 
and calamities upon himfelf. The firfi fl:ep to­
wards the enjoyment of happinefs, is to be con­
tented with that portion of it, which js mcafu reJ 
out to us by the hand of providence, to whofe 
guidance it would be better to refign ourfel ves, 
than madly to leave the way pointed out to u~, 
thinking to difcover paths of greater pleafantncfs. 
The greatefr curfe which heaven can entail on men 
is to leave them entirely to themfelves, and to 6ra­
tify all their vain willies. They do not forefee the 
confequences of the things they aik for. When they 
wiili for pleafure, they do not think of difeafe and 
death, and when they defire to be governed by a 
glorious monarch, never confider that they are afk­
ing for a tyrant, 'till they groan under the yoke 
of oppreffiun. 

B 3 FA -s: IV . 
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FA B. N. '!'he Jack Daw. 

1\ ]AcK-DAvJ dreffed himfelf up in Peacock's 

11.. feathers. Then appearing to himfelf mighty 

£-nart and h:mdfome, he defpifed his brother Daws, 

and thruil: himfelf into the comp,my of Peacocks. 

But they foon difcovering the cheat, {hipped the filly 

bird of his fine feathers, and drove him out of their 

company. 
l\1 0 R A L. 

- - - - - In pride our error lies, 

.All quit tbeir Jpbere, and rujh into the jkies. 

Pride fiill is aiming at the ble.fl abodes, 

Men would be angels, angels would be gods. 

Afpiring to be gods if angels fell, 

.Afpiring to be angels men rebel. Eifay on l\1an. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Mankind may be divided into claifes; fince 

not only the different biafs impre!fed by nature, 
but 
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but the various fituations and employments they are 

called to, tend to range them under feveral divifions. 
A wife man therefore will take his pofr quietly in his 

own fration, without pretending to fill that of another; 
but there will always be found [orne ridiculous cox­
comb, fond of pluming himfelf with foreign orna­
ments: which however only ferve in the end to bring 
him to confufion. If a journeyman taylor !houLd 
drefs himfelf in a birth-day fuit of oqe of his cuH:om­
ers, and go to court, his mean gait and aukward dc·­
portment would foon betray his real charaCter; and 

his rich finery, infread of commanding refpeB:, would 
draw on him the contempt of the company. 

FA B. V. T'be Lion and other Beafls. 

A LroN agreed with fome other beafis to hunt 

in common with them. They accordingly 

made up thei r hunting-match, ran down a fat buck, 

and divided it into equal £hares. But as they were 

preparing to take each his portion, according to 

their agreement, the Lion terrified them with a mofl: 

B 4 horrible 
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horrible roar. The firft fuare, fays he, is mine, be­

cau(e I am the worthiefl:: the fecond, becaufe I am 

the firongefr: I was moft infirumental in running 

down the buck, therefore I challenge the third : 

and if you offer to touch the fourth, woe be to you. 

The other beaHs, -when they heard this, fi1eaked 

.away hungry and filent, not daring to fay a word 

•gainfi the Lion's c1aim. 

M 0 R A L. 

Jf/bat p(J'l)./ rful monarcb ever kept his word, 

Or who Jeeks truth and honour in a lord? 
Live with your equals, if ye would be bltjl, 

re mz!fi be wretched, where ye are opprtjl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Poor men, who engage in undertakings with the 

great, are fure to experience the truth of the moral 
jnculcated in this fable . They -vvill at firfi be honoured 
2.s affociates, that they may be more conveniently 
ufed as drudges during the toil and danger of the 
enterprize, hut will afterwards be ihak.en off with 
difgracc, and excluded from any advantages accruing 
from the fuccefs, which they were fo infirumental in 
promoting. The arguments made ufe of by the 
great, in vindication of their extraorJinary demands, 
are indeed not always founded upon reafon, but are 

, extremely cogent; and remind us of the prudent 
Roman, who confeifed that " there was no fuch thing 
"as difputing with the commander of ten legions." 
Powerful princes; who have aB:ed in concert with 
meaner fiates againft a rival kingdom, after fubduing 
the common enemy have not only (like the Lion) 
feized all the fpoils, but have even fallen upon their 
allies, for no other reafon but becaufe they were 
tl-e flrongifl. 

FAB. VI. 
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FA B. VI. '!'he Dog and the Shadov1. 

·ADoc was croffing a river with a piece of fle{h 

in his mouth; and it being a fun-i1liny day, 

the reflection of the piece of fldh appeared in the 

water; whic-h he gre dily catching at, dropt v .. ·hat 

Vl:lS in his mouth. Struck with the fudden lofs both 

of what he had, and w!1;1t he hoped to acquire; 

he fet up a howl to this purpof~: You greedy wretch, 

you d-..Jerved this: you had enough, and more th2.n 

enough, if you could h~;'e been content; but now 

by your folly you have le[s than nothinz. 

I\1 0 R A L. 

Cu~:fl is the .!Vlan who pines amid bis JLre, 

/lnd fat with plente~ufnefs jlill co7.:ets more: 

But d.Jubly cur:_,fl, by av' rice when bttray' d, 

lie quits the fi.t t~ftance for an en}ty jbade. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is wifely decreed that vice 1hould carry it's own 

plmi!hment along with it. Pleafure, if unl awfully 
B 5 procureJ, 
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procured, commonly ends in pain, and avarice often 
defeats it's own end, and involves the covetous in 
qifirefs. He who thinks of nothing but his interefi will 
often grofly miftake it, and infiead of advancing him­
felf in the world, lefe every advantage he has already 
gained. An infatiable defire of adding to the heap 
we have amaffed conjures up illufions, agreeable to 
the avaritious eye, and which we do not difcover to 
be vain and deceitful till they have led us to our ruin. 
Let us endeavour therefore to root out this mean paf­
fion from our hearts, £ince it can never accompli!h 
it's own purpofes, and fince it's failure expofes us to 
certain ridicule. · All indeed mufi indulge their con­
tempt of that man, who, through a mifguided greedi­
nefs, foregoes real benefits for probable advantages, 
and while he "-tovets his neighbour's goods," is 
:fure to lofe his own. 

FA B. VII. The Wolf and the Crane. 

:AWoLF, havingjufi devoured a!heep, happened 
to have a bone frick in his Throat. He went 

about befeeching help, but none would affifi him, 
telling 
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telling him that he was jufily puniihed for his vora­

cioufnefs. However at lafr, by means of a deal ,of 

flattery; and a great many fine promifes, he prevailed 

on a Crane, to put her long neck down· his throat, 

and pluck out the bone : but when fne demanded 

the reward, he gave a contemptuous grin and cried, 

... - - Go along, you fool : 1s it not a fufficient reward 

that you are alive? you owe your life tom~ : for if I 

had chofen it, I might have bit your head oft. 

l\1 · 0 R A L. 

Who firves a villain, might as wifily free 

The harden.'d murd~rer from the fatal tree; 

l17ho good with evil, lift with death repays; 

/lnd deep in bbod his own deliv'rer flays. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Generofity is one of the noblefr virtues that 

can adorn the human heart, but when exercifed 

on improper objeB:s, it lofes the dignity of it's 

nature, and expofes the offices of benevolence and 

humanity to contempt and ridicule. Favours con ... 

ferred on worthy perfons will infpire them with 

love and gratitude to their benefaB:ors : but the 

greateft return which a villain can make you for your 

kindnefs, is to forbear repaying yon with injuries. 

l\!lercy to murderers and robbers is injufl:ice to the 

refi of mankind, and the moft lively remembrance 

they can ever entertain of the goodnefs exerted 

towards them, will be no more th:m the grati­

tude of the giant in the ancient fable, who told 

his captive, who had pleafed him, that he would 

eat him lqfl. 

FAB. VIII. 
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'!'he Frog and the Ox. 

A FRoG, defirous of equalling an Ox in fize, 
began to :flretch ;and [well herfelf moil: prodi­

gioufly. One of her young ones begged her to defift 
from fo vain an undertaking, for that a Frog w1s 
nothing to an Ox. She however puffed and fwe1led 
.herfelf a fe:ond tirr.e, till her fides cracked again. 
The youn.;; one cried out, though you burft, mother, 
you will never be half fo big. Then ihe [welled and 
blew herfelf up a third time, and buril:. 

M 0 R A L. 
Ye cits I of narrcw means and fmall cflate, 
Fi.ew not with envy the luxurious great: 
Thin.k that from riot bankruptcies will come, 
And mark your prudent neighbour worth a plumb. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Pride and ambition feldom fail to overthrow them­felves; and envy, while it fwells to eqcal what infi-1litely furpaffes it, burfis itfelf in the attempt. Yet 

how 
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how blind are the generality of mankind to their own 
imperfeCtions, and how fooli:fhly do they fuffer their 
pride to delude them into a notion, that they can, 
by £training their endeavours to the utmofr, raife 
themfelves to an equality with the objetl:s of their 
envy! Due emulation ought indeed to be cultivated 
and encouraged, as it is the fource of many excel­
lencies and virtLles, . if refrrained within proper limits. 
But when we perceive the lowefr of the hLlman fpe­
cies, quite infenfible of their own infignificancy, and 
ridiculoufl.y aiming at a rivaHhip of thofe, whom for­
tune, rank, and abilities have all confpired to raife 
above them, it is impoffible to withold one's indig­
nation and contempt : though at the fame time o~e 
cannot but lament that unhappy turn of mind, 
which fills our goals with prifoners, and bedlam 

-with lunatics. 

FA B. IX. 'The Stag at the Fountain. 

A ST AG beholding himfelf in a clear fountain, 

admired the tall branching horns that adorned 

his forehead, but condemned his long fpindle fh anks. 

While 
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While he was thus confidering his perfc;m, he was 
feared by the noife of huntfmen, and Rew away 

fwifter than the winds. Away went the pack after 

him in full cry. The Stag left them a great way 
behind him, but upon entering a thick foreir, his 

horns were entangled in the boughs. Then, too late 

he faw the ufe of his long legs, and curfed his iliowy 
horns which made him a prey to the dogs. 

M 0 R A L. 
J7irtue defpifed, the beauty views her face, 

.And pleas' d beholds an angel in her glafs ; 

But lo.fl at length, to jhame and want rejign' d, 

Mourns foe ne'er fought the Beauty of the mind. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We are too apt to place our love and admiration 

on wrong objects. Show and oftentation more efpeci­
ally find eafy admittance to our hearts, fo much fonder 
are we of fpecions trifles than ufeful plainnefs, and 
fo much ftronger is our vanity than our reafon. But 
this preference, fo injudicioufly bcfrowed, is often 
attended with the mofr fatal confequences, and what 
has been efreemed the greatefi blefling, has proved 
the caufe of our defl:ruB:ion. The trueft mark of 
wifdom is to efiimate things at their juft rate and 
value, and to know whence the mofr real advantages 
may be derived. How many have been deluded by 
the falfe pomp of the gay world, and prided them­
felves on the polf~ffion of talents which qualified 
them to fhine in that circle, which they perceive 
at length that they never fuould have entered; but 
fhould rather have applied themfelves to improve 
other qualifications, which might have infured 
their own happinefs, and have rendered them ufeful 
members to fociety. 

FAB. X. 



1E S 0 P ' s F A · B L E S. · t-S 

FAn. X. :the Fox and the Stork. 

\Y~~~ 

A FOX invited a Stork to dinner, but being dif­

pofed to banter his guefr, placed nothing upon 

the table but a difh of broth, which being liquid ran 

through the Stork's bill, but was eafily lapped up by 

the Fox. The Stork went away nettled at fuch a 

grofs affront, and after a few days returned the Fox 

his compliment by inviting him to dinner. A glafs 

jug full of the moil: delicate morfels was produced; 

but tho' the neck of the jug was exceeding narrow, 

the Stork eafily ran his long bill down it, and made a 

hearty meal ; while the Fox could not get a morfel, 

but was obliged to frarve, though he faw the mofr 

delicious fare fet before him. 

M 0 R A L. 
The bantering knave, who all men ridicules, 

Who turns the world to jejl, his friends to fools, 

Kicks, canes, and cuffs jhall feel, with many a crofs, 

Or, like the Fox, be ferv'd with his own fauce. 
APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

There is no character in life more contemptible 
than a mere joker and witling, who looks upon every 
thing, however grave, as a fubjeB: of raillery, and 
is continually praecifing abfurd je:fl:s on all his friends 
and acquaintance. Such a man is fufficiently fooliih 
and impudent to endeavour to banter and ridicule 
thofe, whom he ought to regard with the greatdl: 
deference and refpetl:, and fo paffionately fond of wit 
aml humour, that he will facrifice his father or bro­
ther to a good joke. But let fuch perfons b r~u ­
tious whom they trifie v':ith, fince many will e 
found to refem, and fomc that will repay the af­
front. He will be treateJ as the pe:fl: of focicty: every 
body wi11 confpirc to bring him to difgrace, and will 
often give him the mofr unfpeakable mortification, 
by turning the joke again:fl: him. 

FAB.XI. 

AN Eagle and a Fox, having contracted a great 
intimacy with each other, agreed to become 

neighbours : upon which the Eagle built a neft on 
the 
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the top of a high tree, and the Fox dug herfelf a hole 

near the root of it. One day, the Fox being gone 

abroad to provide food, the Eagle flew down to her 

J10le, feized all her cubs, and gave the. to her own 

yoW1g ones to eat. The Fox returning, and difco­

vering the treachery, vowed revenge; but was 

laughed at by the Eagle, who thought herfelf fafe 

from the vengeance and purfuit of any creature that 

VI)S incapable of flying. But the Fox ran to an 

altar in the field, where a facrifice then happened to 

be making of a kid, fnatched a firebrand, and fet 

fire to the tree. The Barnes foon reached the nefr, 

and the young Eaglets, who had not yet got their 

wings, fell to the ground, and were devoured by the 

Fox in the prefence of the old Eagle. 
,• 

M 0 R A L. 

Opprefs not thoje of poor and low tjlate: 

For none fo mean but may annoy tbe great. 

Fortune or time the hozw of vengeance bt·ings, 

And clowns repay the i11folence of kings. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

At the fame time that it is vile and inhuman to 

offer injuries to thofe placed beneath us, it is not 

fafe to rely too fecurely on our own exalted fi.tuation. 

Thofe in the mofi abject fiate of poverty and infir­

mity, if too forely exafperated, will gather power 

and firength from reientment, ~d will devife feme 

me~hod of revenge that iha11 reach us. Tyrnnny 

and oppreffion commonly work the downfall ef thofe 

who exercife them ; and the people who have long 

groaned under the fevercfl: cruelties, at length excited 

to violence and rebellion, drag the monfi:er that af­

flicted them from his throne, and deliver him, in 

his turn, to torture and puniihment. 
FAB. XII. 
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FA B. XII. :fhe Stag and the Oxen. 

A ST AG, clofely chafed by the hunters, took re-­
fuge in a frable, and begged fome Oxen, whom 

he found there, to fuffer him to conceal himfelf in 
one of the fralls. They told him, that he would be 
in great danger there, for the mafrer and fervant 
would foon come to look after them: but he intreated 
them to let him take {helter there, as he made no 
doubt of his fafety, un1efs they betray'd him. A 
little after, in came the fervant, gave a carelefs look 
over the :fl:ablc, and went out again without any dif~ 
covery. ' Upon this the Stag began to exult, and 
imagine himfelf quite fecure: but, faid a fhrewd 
old Ox, it was eafy to deceive this frupid fellow, 
who is as blind as a mole; but you will find it very 
difficult to lay concealed from the mafrer, who has 
as many eyes as Argus. Accordingly, by and by 
came the mafrer; who to correB: the negligence of 
his fervant, went carefully over all the ftable, peered 

m 
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in every corner with the greatefl:: exaB:nefs, and at 

I aft, turning over the litter, difcovered the Stag's horns 

fiicking out of the £traw : upon which he called all 

his {ervants, who foon took the Stag and killed him. 

MORAL. 

YOu, that would guard your houfe, and fave your pelf., 

T.nft not a fervant' s care, but work yourfelf: 

Elfe want and jhame enfues ; for hireling Jlaves 

.Ike often fools, and very often knaves. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Servants are in general fo little attatched -to the 

intereft of their mafier, whofe wages they receive, 

and whofe bread they eat, that it is abfolutely necef­

fary for the governors of families to look into their 

affairs with their own eyes. If they are in no 

danger from the treachery of their domefl::ics, they 

are perpetually liable to injuries from their care­

leffnefs and negligence, which leaves the mafter 

open to the artifices of thofe who would defraud 

him, and the violent attemJ?tS even of robbers and 

murderers. Few families are reduced to poverty 

and difi:re[s merely by their own extravagance and 

indulgence in luxury: the inattentiot of fervants 

fwells every article of expence in domeftic reco­

nomy, and the retin ·e of great men, inftead of 

exerting their indufiry to conduce as far as poilible 

to the increafe of their n:nfter's wealth, common-

1 y exercife no other office than that of locufis 

and catterpillers to confume and devour it. 

F AB. XIII. 
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FA B. XIII. :the Dog and the Wolf. 

A W OLF, walking in the woods one morning be­
fore day-break, happened to meet a Dog of his acquaintance. Ah Tray, faid he, I am glad to fee 

you; you feem in very good cafe. Ay, replied the 
Dog, my mafrer takes care of that : he frrokes me, 
and feeds me from his own table; I always Deep 
under cover, and am made much of by the whole 
family. You are a jolly Dog, faid the Wolf; I wifu I was fo well taken care of. Do you ? faid 
the Dog ; if you will but behave yourfelf with a little complaifance, I will introduce you to my rna­
iter, and he will take you into his fervice. In fhort, matters were agreed, anJ they made for the town, 
talking of different things as they went along. Day-light now coming on, the Wolf feeing the 
Dog's neck a good deal worn, afked him what was the reafon of it. Oh, faid the Dog, I ufed to be 

very 
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very fierce at firfr, bark at friend's as well as foes, 
and bite fometimes : My mafi:er was very angry at 
this, beat me foundly, and put a collar on my neck, 
which has left that mark .you jufr took notice of. If 
that is the cafe, replied the Wolf, I will not buy 
your mafter's favours at fo dear a rate. Much good 
may do you with your hearty meals and dty drub­
bings ! for my part, I had rather be half-fiarved, 
and be my own mafrer. 

M 0 R A L. 
rhus many a fawning Cur receives jupport, 
Who wears the galling collar of a court ; 
lf/hile the free patriot foul, that fcorns a bribe, 
Poor and content derides the Jlavijh tribe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The truefl: mark of nobility of fentiment and 

. real greatnefs of foul, is never to give up liberty 
on any coniideration. Whoever reiigns his natural 
freedom, immediately confeiles himfelf unable to 
withfrand the efforts of temptation, and proclaims 
himfelf a votary of corruption. Such a man meanly 
fuffers himfelf to be driven into flavi{h meafures 
contrary to the biafs of his nature, which always 
leans towards the fide of liberty; and furely he that 
has fubmitted to fuch an abjeCt: profritution of his 
character and principles, cannot complain of evil 
treatment from thofe, who, while they pay him his 
wages, may impofe any mean talks upon their 
mercenary hireling ; nor can fuch a !lave murmur 
with j ufi:ice at the honei1: indignation of thofe dif­
intere:fl:ed people, who had rather endure the miferies 
of hunger and want, than be maintained in affluence 
on fuch fordid conditions. 

i'AB. XIV. 
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FA B. XIV. The Lamb, the Goat, and 
the Wolf. 

A WoLF met a Lamb following a Goat: Why, 
( iaid he) my dear, will you follow this rank 

Goat? you had better go back to your mother, who 
is a fweet clean creature : No, faid the Lamb, my 
mother committed me to the Goat's care, and or­
dered me to follow her: and really, Wolf, I ought 
rather to obey my mother than you, who ·only want 
to feduce me from my guardian, that you may tear 
me to pieces. 

M 0 R A L. 
The libertine, whofe arts delude the fair, 
Tempts her to fcorn a parent's guardian care ; 
Sure that the nymphs from their Jage rules who Jlray, 
Soon to dejlroyers fall an eajy prey. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
When council is offered to us, it is always worth 

\'vhile to confider from what quarter it comes; and 
how 
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how tar the interefi: of our counfellors is concerned 
in the advice they give. This principle will tea<;h 
us to be particularly attentive to the precepts and 
admonitions of our parents, who are tied to our in­
terefts by the frrongeft bonds of nature and affection, 
and who, we are aifured, are anxious for our wel­
fare. They who lifren to other monitors, and fuf­
fer themfelves to be drawn afide from the paths which 
their friends had pointed out to them, too often have 
occafion to bewail their being led into difficulties and 
misfortunes. Difobedience to parents is the :firft 
and moft capital of the Sins we can commit againfl: 
our neighbour; and indeed the violation of thofe du­
ties is frequently experienced to be at once, the :firfl: 
of our tranfgreffions, and the beginning of our ca· 
!amity and diftrefs. 

FAB. XV. 

A Hungry Fox coming into a vineyard faw fome 
delicious clufters of ripe Grapes, hanging fo 

temptingly from the vine, that his mouth watered to 
get 
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get at them. He looked wiihfully at them, and 
fpringing up every now and then open-mouthed, 
attempted to tear off fome of the bunches: but they 
were nailed up fo high, that he could by no means 
come within reach of them. At lail: growing tired 
and fretful, Let who will have the filthy grapes for 
me, fays he, they are all four, and good for nothing. 

M 0 R A L. 
Old maids, who loath the matrimonial )late, 
Poor rogues, who laugh to fcorn the rich and great, 
Patriots, who r·ail at placemen and at pow'r, 
.All, like fly Reynard, fay "the Grapes are fow'r.'' 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
To affect to defpife that which we have long inef­

fectually laboured to obtain, is the only confolation 
to which mean minds can have recourfe, both to IJal­
liate their inability, and take off from the bitternefs 
of difappointment. Yet it iliould be confidered, that 
the pains and affiduity firil: exerted to procure the 
prefent object of our contempt, is a fhong panegyric 
on it's excellence, and pleads more in it's fa­
vour,. than our indifference, fo lately aiTumed, fpeaks 
againil: it. Such violent rage and confl:rained indig­
nation vented on a defirable attainment rather tend to 
heighten the idea of it's value, and ferve to prove no­
thing more, than that it is the fate of envy to a:ffo­
ciate with detraction, and that immoderate defire, 
baffled and difappointed, gives place to virulent ill­
humour and an unjufily-grounded contempt. 

FAB. XVI. 
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FA B. XVI. crhe Man and hh two Wives .. 

A CER T AIN middle-aged man had two Wives, 
one old, and the other young. The old one, 

in order to fix his affections entirely on herfelf, en­
deavoured to take away all the appearances of youth 
in his perfon, and was always plucking up the blade 
hairs of his head by the roots. In the mean time 
the young one, in order to draw his regard from the 
old woman, plucked· away the grey hairs. In fhort 
they continued this practice, till they left their poor 
hu!band nothing but a bald pate. 

M 0 R A L. 
Sooner may fire wed water, faljhood truth, 

V;an man content the caUs of age and youth : 

Laugh, ay, be merry, grave, or what you will, 
What pleafes om, tbe other will take ill. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
As polygamy is not allowed in this country, n~ 

immediate application to the prefent times can be 
C made 
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made from this fable ;. unlefs we were to conclude 
that it is as impoffible to ferve two mi:fl:reffes as two 
ma:fl:ers. However, if we take it in a more general 
.fenfe, it may teach us, that it is very difficult, if 
not quite impraCticable, to aB: in fuch a manner as 
to conciliate the affetl:ions of perfons whofe tempers 
are oppofite and contradiCtory. vVhatever we do 
to pleafe one, will probably offend the other; or if 
we give ourfelves up to the whimfical humours of 
both, they will each of them fubjeB: us to incon ... 
veniences of a different kind, and in the end render 
us ridiculous and unhappy. 

FA B. XVII. 'I'he Crow and the Fox .. 

ACRow, having got ~ piece @[ cheefe, Rew 
with it to the top of a tree. A Fox, who 

faw her carrying it, immediately ran up to the tree, 

and began to flatter the Crow very highly. I have 

often heard, fays he, that fame feldom told truth, 

but now I find, fue is a very lying jade indeed. She 

reports that your feathers are as black as pitch, but 
they 
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they are whiter than the driven fnow; and if your 
voice is comparable to them, I will venture to pro­
nounce you queen of all the birds in the air. The 
Crow, drawn in by fuch fine fpeeches, began to 
fet up a moft melodious cawing. But on opening 
her beak, out dropt the cheefe ; which the Fox 
immediately fnapped up, and ran away laughing at 
the Crow for her ftupidity. 

M 0 R A L. 
" It is a maxim in the fchools, 
" 'That Flattery's the food of fools:'' 

And whofo likes Juch airy meat 
If/ill foon have nothing elfe to eat. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
Though flatterers are themfelvcs very contemp­

tible charaCters, they have certainly in many refpeets 
the advantage over thofe who are fo weak as to re­
tain them. They may fairly boaft a fuperiority of 
underftanding, as they are able to cajole their pa­
trons, and procure from them an handfome main­
tenance, merely for gratifying their vanity, and 
frequently even for rendering them ridiculous. rfhe 
defire of praife indeed muft be allowed, under proper 
regulations, to be a very laudable paffion; but when 
it tranfports us beyond the bounds of reafon and 
due emulation, and tempts us to be grofly deceived 
and impofed upon by the crafty infinuations of de­
figning knaves, it rather denotes the weakn ~~ of 
our underftanding, than the juft fpirit of our am­
bition. At the fame time too, we become the tools 
of artful villains, without the confolation of being 
pitied by any, as our weaknefs and vanity has made 
us ohjecb of the public jeft and derifion. 

c z FAB. XVIL 
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FA B. XVIII. The Sick Kite. 

'AKITE at the point of death, fearing to die, 

. begged his mother to pray to the gods for his 

recovery. Alas, replied his mother, what affifiance 

can you hope for from the gods, whofe temples and 

altars you have fo often violated with r21.pine and 

facrilege? 
M 0 R A L, 

'Thus early jinning, and repenting late, 

'Ibe dying debauchee would bribe his fate; 

Pray'rs, alms, and promi.Jes he tries in vain, 

Not jick of follies pqfl, but prejent pain. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The moral inculcated in this fable is almofi of 

too awful a nature to be treated of in this little 

volume, as it conveys precepts of the utmofi im­

portance in religion, and the due inforcing of which 

~dds dignity even to the pulpit. The dubious na­

ture of a death-bed repentance ought to ever be pre­

fent to our minds, and fince the dreadful fummons 
to 
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to another world muft one day come, we fhould 
prepare ourfelves, as far as po:ffible, to receive it. 
But how is the finner to make up the great account 
with heaven, when he is even unfit tor any earthly 
occupations, and when he is oppreffed with difeafe., 
and now, for the firft time, alive to religious fen­
timents? Befides all thefe circumitances, v;hich ren­
der that period the moft improper for fuch an im­
portant employment, the fincerity of the penitent's 
forrow, as well as the motives to it, are much to 
be fufpeeted; for when a man has con1umed his 
whole life without thinking upon heaven, it is mofl: 
probable that he now turns his mind that way, rather 
from the fear of punifhment, than from the love of 
righteoufnefs. 

F AB. XIX. The Old. Hound. 

A H o u N n, grown old and feeble, but who 

had formerly been the ftauncheft of the pack, 

one day feized a ftag by the haunches, but being un­

able to keep his hold, let him go a gam. Upon 

c 3 thi3 
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this the huntfman began immediately to beat an~ 

abufe him ; to whom the Dog replied with a growl, 
you ought to forgive me faults which I cannot 

help. I was ufeful and ferviceable to you, when I 
was young, and then you was fond of me ; and if yol!l 
had any gratitude, the confideration of thofc fer­
vices would make you frill fond of me, now I a:-.11 

grown old. 
.M 0 R A L. 

0 lit not ihofi, whom honifi fervants b!efi, 
]f/ith cruel hand their agt infirm opprefs ; 
Forget tbeir fervice pqjt, their former truth, 
.And all the cares and labours of their )'Ottth. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N, 
It 'is too much the cufrom of the world to forget · 

pail: fcrvices, and even to (reat our heft friends 
-unkindly, when they are no longer of any ufe to 
us. But we fhould endeavour to cherifh principies 
of humanity and gratitude, which are but too apt 
to grow dead in us, though they are the greateft 
-ornaments of the human mind, and when they are 
extinguiihed, every generous and nohle fentiment 
perifues along with them. There are barbarous na­
tions in the world, where the fons, forgetful of their 
parents' former tendernefs, and void of compaffion 
for their infirmities, defrroy them on their attaining 
to a certain age; but in all polifhed countries, thefe 
fhocking examples are held in abhorrence, and 
fome degree of acknowledgment for former fervices is 
extended even to brutes, while the moft comfortable 
provifion is made for thofe brave veterans, who have 
{pent their ftrength and youth in the fervice of their 
their country. An example of public benevolence 
worthy of imitation in private life ! 

FAB. XX. 
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FA B. XX. :fhe Mountains in labour. 

0 N C E upon a time, the l\.1ountains were 

faid to be in labour. People came together 

from all parts, and frood round, trembling with 

expeCl:atioP- of fome horrible monfier. At length, 

the Mountains brought forth a Moufe. 

M 0 R A L. 
Thus the vain A!cbymijl, in promife bold, 

Beholds projeCtion big with MINES of GOLD : 

But now, his glajjes burfl, he thinks him r:ich 

To jmJe a little oil to cure the itch. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
l\lighty expetl:ations, big promifes, and vafi pre-­

parations have often a low and contemptible end. 

This is fometimes owing to knavery, and fometimes 

to ill-fortune. The firfr of thefe confiderations 

fuould teach us to fufpeCl: thofe who prom1fe too 

largely, and to examine cautioufly what grounds 
C 4 they 
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they proceed upon, and whether all their fine fpeeches 
are not calculated to render us their tools and bub­
bles. As to the reflection on the uncertain iiTue of 
all human undertakings, that fuol:lld infi:ruct us not 
to make too great boafis ourfelvcs, fince the failu re 
in our perfuits, if it rnould fo happen, would then 
be ten times more ridiculous. If we fet out mo­
defl:l y, and perform more than we engaged to do, 
we 1na11 find our fame grow upon us, and every 
unexpecred addition we make to our plan will oc­
Gl~on us to rife more and more in the good opinion 
of the world; btlt if, on the contrary, we make 
ampie profeHions of the greatne(s of our defigns, 
and the excellence of our own abilities, it will to& 
cften happen that infl:ead of [welling our reputation.jl 
we iliall blow the trumpet to our ihame. 

FA B. XXI. Juno and the Peacock. 

T HE Peacock once complained to Juno, whore 
favourite bird fhe is, of the fuperiority the 

ni~htingale had over her in point of voice. That 
little 
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little bird, faid ilie, charms all ears with her melody, 

but I am univerfally laughed at when I fet _up my 
hoarfe fcreamings. Fate, replied Juno, has allotted 

every creature its particular gift: The nightingale is 

blefl: with a fine voi~e; you, beyond all other birds, 

are adorned with the moft beautiful coat of fea ­

thers. Every one hath their lot, and every ane 

eught to be contented with it. 

M 0 R A L . 

M& :·tals I repine not at the will of hecruen l 

With equal hand to each fame blifs is given : 

Yet kings are poor, iJ they thtir )late lament, 

And Jlaves are richyl, if they're mqfl contmt. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The mofl: ufeful leffon that we can poffibly learn 
towards the attainment of happinefs in this world, 
is to enjoy thofe bleffmgs that we have in our 
power, without vainly pining after thofe which we 
have not. Whoever neglects to contemplate how 
happy he is, in order to confider how much happier 
he might be, by comparing his own fituation with 
that of others, ingenioui1y contrives to torment 
himfelf, and opens a perpetual fource of mifery and 
difcontent. He will never be at peace, fmce it is 
impoilible for riches, beauty, fhength, wifdom, 
power, and every other bleiling to center in one 
man : and, in truth, if fuch an union were poilible, 
he would frill remain in the fame unhappy fttuation; 
as the difq uietude of his temper would lead him to 
refleCt that he frill wanted many qualities inherent 
in other animals, and would perhaps point out to 

him a fubje[t for envy in an oyfl:er or a fly. 

cs FAB. XXII ... 
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FA B. XXII. '!'he Boar and the Afs. 

W HILE a filly A fs was pretending to joke 
upon a Boar, the Boar at fidl: gnafhed his 

teeth with great indignation, and was preparing to 
punifu him for his infolence; but recollecting him­
felf, he faid thus : You are an impudent fcoundrel, 
~nd deferve a rip in the flank for your impertinence. 
But though you are worthy of puniiliment, it is 
beneath me to eorreC'c yJu. Joke on rafcal.-You 
may fafely: for I would not foul my tuilies with the 
blood of an Afs. 

M 0 R A L. 
Scandal fronz villains, 0 ye good, dejpije, 
Nor heed the calumny of fools, ye wife ! 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There is in all generous difpofitions a natural 

impatience of obloquy and detratl:ion, and when 
they are full: attacked by £lander they are apt to be­

tray 
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tray fome marks of their refentment. But nothing 

difiinguiilies a great mind fo much, as the fuppreffing 

thefe hafiy emotions of anger, and bearing the fcan­

dal thrown on them with fuch filent dignity, as if 

they were confcious of their own integrity, and 

feemed to think that the taking any notice of it 

would reduce them to a level with the wretch that 

has traduced them. The mofi iliining charaCters in 

hi.fiory have born infu1ts of this fort with a noble pa­

tience, by which their honour has always been more 

effecrually jufiified, than by too eamefi: follicitude to 

wipe away the imputation, and to puniili the authors 

of them. In a word, when we are vilified by low 

perfons, the noblefi revenge is to difreg~rd the fcan­

daJ, and to defpife the promoter of it. 

FA B. XXIII. 7'he Ant and the Fly. 

AF~ Y. difput.ing with an An~ co~cerning fupe .. 

nonty, wrth an h~t•ghty au f::ud thus : I am 

~ noLle creature, but you are a mean wretch: I 

fly, you creep: I an1 admitted into the palaces of 

kin~ 
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'kings, and feed on the daintieft dillies ; but you 
£rawl unfeen in dark holes and caverns, and feed 
on nothing but mufiy corn and water : and yet all 
thefe bleffmgs I enjoy without labour, while your 
life is a courfe of perpetual drudgery. Very true, 
replied the Ant, yet my life is happier and nobler 
than yours. I am fafe from dangers, am loved by 
2.1l, and confiantly propofed as an example of in­
dufrry ; but you run a continual rifk of being 
defiroyed, are troublefome to all, hated by all, and 
are idle, even to a proverb. I have prudence and 
forefight, and lay up food againfr the winter ; but 
you are filly and thoughtlefs, and when the winter 
comes, will perifh with cold and hunger. 

M 0 R A L. 
Pert coxcombs, pleas' d with buzzing round tht fair , 
Laugh at the low mechanic's thrifty care; 
lYhile he with jl!fier fcorn may well ckrirle 
Their folly, meannefs, z'ndalence, and pride. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The worthlefs part of mankind, who pafs through 

the world without being of any fervice in it, and 
without acquiring the leafi reputation, felclom fail of 
adding pride to all their other failings, and behave with 
haughtinefs and arrogance towards thofe, who contri­
bute to the comfort and happinefs of fociety. They 
treat indufirious perfons as wretched drudges, appoint­
ed to labour for a poor fubfifience; whi:le heaven hM 
provided every thing for their own ufe, tho' they 
of all others, leafr deferve it. But the worthy and 
indu:!hious may always comfort themfelves with this 
re.flcct.oll, that the pride and extravagance of thefe 

idle 
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idle creatures will at laft bring them to fhame and 

want, while their own honeft labours will at length 

fecwe to themfelves a life of plenty and affluence. 

A VIPER finding a File in a fmith's fhop, began 

.r.. to gnaw it. What are you about, you fool? 

fays the File, fmiling. If you offer to mumble me 

I fhall rub your gums for you, I can tell you. You 

may grind your teeth to powder, ere you make an -

impreffion on me, who am myfelf all tooth, and 

fuarp enough to bite iron and fteel. 

M 0 R A L. 

11/itlings I beware, nor wantonly provo/(e 

Thofe who with int' rdf may repay the jokt : 

Some claim our pity who fall preys to wit, 

But all men triumph o'er the Biter Bit. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

/ 

Prudence, if not humanity, fhould make us 

eautious whom we attack. Pert coxcombs, whofc: 
wantonnef~ 
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wantonnefs of difpofition urges them to banter and ridicule, are often foiled at their own weapons, and too late repent their having raifed a fpirit, which they are not able to lay: and yet it is very common in all companies to meet with a chattering fellow, with a little wit and a great deal of affurance, pretend­ing to railly and play off the reft; but it never fails to give infinite fatisfaCtion to every body, when (as it often happens) a man of good fenfe overpowers him by fuperiority of parts, eclipfes his bright jokes by m®re :Lhining repartees, and gives him the moft fen­:fible mortification by turning the laugh againfr him. 

FA B. XXV. Cf'he Hares and the Frogs. 

A HIGH wind howling through a wood, the Hares 
were frighted at the found, and ran away half 

dead with fear. At length they came to the fide of 
a lake, where they ftood for fome time in fo much 
uneafinefs and difhefs at being thus furrounded on 
every fide with dangers, that they had almofi refolved 

to 
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tQ put an end to their lives by plunging into the wa­

ter. J ufi as they were about to execute this defign, 

fome Frogs who were fiartled at their coming, jump­

ed haftily into the water: upon which an old Hare, 

fomewhat wifer then the reft, addreiTed her defperate 

companions thus. Hold, friends ; let us think bet­

ter of this matter, and learn to hear our misfortunes 

with patience, fince, as you plainly fee, there are 

beings more miferable than ourfelves! 

M 0 R A L. 

Tbe miferies of half mankind unknown, 

Fools vainly think" no Jorrows like their own: 

But view the world, and you will learn to bear 

Misfortunes well, Jince all men have their }hare. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

It is an old maxim that " none are miferable un"' 

" lefs compared:" and it may be affirmed with equal 

truth, that " none are miferab1e when compared," 

fmce comparifons may be as often made to our ad­

' 'antage as difadvantage. There are few beings fo­

very wretched, that they cannot pick out others in a 

more deplorable fituation j and the reReB:ion on their 

tranfcendant miferi.es, fhould add vigour to our minds, 

and teach us to bear up againfi the load of lighter 

misfortunes. There is indeed an unhappy propenfity 

in human nature to lament our own fituatfon : but 

this ought to be conftdered as a weaknefs in the 

minds infefted by it, and the moil: hearty endeavour! 

made ufe of to extirpate it : Nor ihould it be forgot 

that fuicide cannot be juftified on any confiderations. 

FAB. XXVI. 
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FA B. XXVI. 'I'he Lion and the Moufe. 

A S a Lion lay fleeping in a wood, a Moufe raM 
hafiily along his body, and waked him. The 

Lion, angry at being difiurbed by fuch an infignifi­
cant animal, griped him in his paw, and was going 
to put him to death ; but on the Moufe's crying out 
piteoufly for mercy, the Lion thought better of it 
and generoufly fct him at liberty. Not long after, the 
Lion, being caught in the toils of the hunters, roared 
out mofi horribly. His roarings reached the ears of 
the Moufe, who ran directly to the !Jlace whence they 
proceeded; where feeing the difirefs of his late bene­
factor, he gnawed the meihes of the nets afunder, 
and preferved the Lion's life, in return for havin~ 
fpared his own. 

M 0 R A L. 
Scorn not the needy Juppliant' s earno/J pral r, 
Nor think, ye great, the poor beneath your care! 
Poor tho' they be, they're kind and grateful yet, 
And you may want, and they repay the debt. 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It may well be faid, that Virtue is its own reward; 

for though there is a very laudable greatnefs of fen­
timent in doing generous aB:ions without the fordid 
motive of immediate felf-interefr, yet it often hap­
pens that [orne remote advantage accrues to us 
from fuch aCtions. They who are continually 
!howering benefits on their fellow-creatures, feldom 
fail of infpiring · them with a benevolent regard for 
their benefactors, and often receive returns of kind­
nefs which they never expected. Mercy is, of all 
other virtues, the mofi likely to kindle gratitude in 
thofe to whom it is extended, and it is difficult to 

find an infrance of a conqueror who ever had occa­

fion to repent of his humanity and clemency. 

FA B. XXVII. The Kite and the Pigeons. 

T HE Pigeons were formerly at war with the 

Kite, but after feveral defeats, hoping at 

length to gain a complete vietory, they chofe the 
Hawk 
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Hawk for their king.- But their new monarch foon 
proved himfelf their Jeftroyer rather than proteCtor, 
for he tore his poor fubjetl:s to pieces, and devoured 
them as faft as their enemy the Kite. The poor 
Pigeons foon repented the ftep they had taken, think­
ing it better to fufFcr the miferies of a war with the 
Kite, than the cruel tyranny of the Hawk. 

M 0 R A L. 
Mark to what hands your Jafety you commend, 
..And ne'ver without caution chuje a friend; 
If thofe who Jhould prate{!, your lives jhould jeizt, 
The remedy's much worfe than the difeafe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is perhaps a greater infiance of prudence to be 

cautious in the choice of our friends, than to provide 
againfi the defigns of our enemies. We are natu • 
rally on our guard againil: the attempts of thofe who 
have commenced hoil:ilities againil: us, but we are 
not only lulled into a dangerous fecurity concerning 
the machinations of thofe with whom we are con­
netted, but we are apt to confide fo thoroughly in 
them, that we put ourfe]ves entirely into their power. 
Patrons and proteCtors, if not hearty in our interefts, 
have of all others, the mofi frequent and eafy op­
portunities of doing us injuries-; wherefore whenever 
we follicit affifl:ance from any perfon who is capable 
of affording us very powerful aid, we fhould always 
confider, whether it is not alfo probable that we 
may fubject ourfelves to violence and oppreffion. 

FAR. XXVIII. 
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FA B. XXVIII. 'fhe Countryman a~zd 

the Snake, 

A CouNTRY-FELLOW finding a Snake in the 

fnow, almoft froze to death, brought .it 

home, and placed it before the fire. Here ~ the 

Snake foon recovered it's native ftrength and venom; 

when growing impatient of the heat, he filled the 

cottage with hiffes, and flew at the Countryman 

and his family. The Countryman, frartled and 

amazed, fi1atched up a club, and difpatching the 

Snake uttered thefe words, Wretch ! is this your 

return to my kindnefs? and would you take away 

the life of him who has jufl: faved your own ? 

M 0 R A L. 

Evil for good, relentlefs to biflow, 

Is all the gratitude th' unworthy know : 

Mercy ta fuch jhould be witb caution jheu.m s 

Saving a villain's lift, you rijk ymr own. 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There are fome minds fo entirely abandoned te 

vice, and fo very dead to all virtuous feelings, that 
the tendernefs and humanity of others, though ex­
Cited in their favour, not only fails to make a pro­
per impreffion of gratitude upon them, but is not 
able to refhain them from repaying benevolence with 
injuries. I\1any mean and indigent perfons, who 
have ben raifed from the dnft by the hand of charity, 
and preferved from the miferies of cold and hunger, 
have forgot their obligations and their original wret­
chednefs, and committed violence on their benefaCtors. 
Low groveling minds are not equal to profperity, but 
the warmth of good fortune rekindles their native 
rancour and venom. Wherefore, it behoves us to 
be cautious on whom we confer favours, and to 
beware of taking a fnake into our bofoms. 

FA B. XXIX. 'The ¥1 ood and the Clown. 

A CLoWN coming into a Wood, demanded the 
trees to grant him the favour of ftn handle to 

hi 
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hi3 hatchet. The whole foreft confented : upon 

which the Clown provided himfelf with a {hong 

handle ; which he had no fooner done, than he be­

gan to fell the trees without n1:1mber. Then the 

trees, though too late, -repented of their weaknefs, 

and an univerfal groan was heard throughout the fo­

reft. At length when the Clown came to cut down 

the oak, wh'ich had furnifhed him with the handle, 

the trunk fell to the ground, uttering thefe words : 

Fool that I was! I hav~ been the caufe of mine owB. 

eftruetion. 
1V1 () It A ~. ­

Beware how a cudgel you lend to your foes, 

Or depend upon this, you'll bt paid in dry blows. 

A P P ~ I C A T I 0 N. 
One would imagine that the natural principle of 

felf-prefervation implanted in us wquld m~ke it un­
necelfary to caution any one not to furnifh an enemy 
with arms againft himfelf. Yet daily experience 
convinces us that fuch inftances of imprudence are 
very common. In this life we are naturally fur­
rounded with calamities and diftrelfes : we fhould 
therefore be cautious of adding to our misfortunes, 

ur own neglecr, and of putting power into the 
s of thofe enemies? which our merit or affluence 

may tempt to rife up againft us. Such miferies, as 
we feem in a manner to have courted them, are al­
ways unpitied; and indeed we cannot blame others 
for not commiferating our misfortunes, :fince in thofe 
circurnftances we cannot help upbraiding ourfelves 
for the folly and imprudence which reduced us to 
that deplorable fuuation. 

FAB. XXX~ 
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FA B. XXX. 'rhe Frog and the Bulls. 

~~~-.....:~ 

A FRoG, feeing two Bulls fighting in the ad· 
jacent meadow, cried out to his companions, 

Look yonder, what will become of us? Why, 
faid another frog, what are their quarrels to us? Ah, 
replied fue, we are more concerned in this matter 
than you are aware: for which ever Bull is lbeat, will 
be driven from the meadow, obliged to take refuge 
in the marfues, and fo trample us to piece.. 

MORAL. 
Tremble, ye poor, when great-ones difagru, 
rhink death, war, taxes, in their feuds you fie: 
Dire miferiu from fuch divijionr flow, 
Theirs is the quarrel, yours, alas, the woe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 No 
One of the greatefr misfortimes incident to po­

verty is that our happinefs is fo little dependent on 
aur 
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eur own conducr, and that in a low ftation we are 
likely to be affected with almoft every vice and 
folly of our fuperiors. They commit the crime, 
and we are the unhappy fufferers. Wherefore, a 
wife man, however mean his condition, never be~ 
holds commotions among the great with an uncon­
cerned eye. He knows that, fooner or later, he 
fuall be interefred in their differences, and that per­
haps his life and fortunes depend on the event. ~or 

this reafon, it can never be the true intereft of the 
commonalty to foment faCl:ions, and abet the dif­
fentions of the great, fince whichever party fucceeds 
will undoubtedly overwhelm and defl:roy them. 

FA. B. XXXI. 'The Lionefs and the Moufe, 

A MousE, ambitious of marrying into a noble 

family, entered into a treaty of marriage with 

a Lionefs. At length, when every thing was fettled, 

the M oufe, defirous of compleating the affair, ap­

vointed a time and place for the celebration of the 
ceremony. 
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ceremony. When the happy day arrived, he fet out 
with tranfport to meet his beloved bride, and at 
length coming up to her, paffionately threw himfelf 
at her feet ; when the Lionefs not feeing him, by 
reafon of his diminutivenefs, trod upon him acci­
dentally, and cruilied him to death. 

M 0 R A L. 
Let the n·ch tradefman chuje a mate for lift 
From his own clafs, nor wed a noble wife; 
For the proud peerefs will dijdain the brute, 
And Jpurn the low-born wretch beneath her foot. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is very unfafe for perfons of low efl:ate to be defirous of forming conneB:ions with thofe in a very fuperiour fituation. Ambition, while it makes us blind to our own weaknefs and infirmities, necef­farily lays us open to numberlefs perils. They, whofe vanity is not checked by their poverty, but frill urges them to form ridiculous intimacies with the rich and great, find themfelves opprefled and overwhelmed by the fociety of the very perfom they court, who, inftead of contributing to their advance­ment, haften and infure their defhuB:ion. Marriage 

with fuperiours, as it is the frriB:efr, fo it is often the mofl: dangerous union we can form with them. Many an honefi: plebeian, whofe ambition has in­duced him to ally himfelf to a woman of family, has found that he has ennobled his blood at too dear a 
rate, and would gladly give up every drop of it fGr his former quiet and humility. 

FAB. XXXII. 
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T HE Horfe waged war with the Stag; but be­
ing 0\'ercome, and driven from the pafiures, 

he implored help from man; with whom upon his 
back, he returned triumphantly to the field of battle., 
and foon, by the affifl:ance of his rider, fubdued his 
enemy. But having fuffered a rider to mount him, 
and having born a faddle on his back, and taken a 
bit and bridle into his mouth, he too late difcovered, 
that although he had cong.uer~d the Stag, he wai 
become a Dave to man. 

MORAL. 
lVhen petty rogues your i1ljur' d right invade, 
Fear to invoke the mighty to your aid; 
No Jla·ves, like poor petitioners, are cw:ft, 
And of all tyrants, patrons are the wor:fl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Victories may be purchafed at too dear a rare, it 

we follicit the affiftance of allies capable of becoming 
D · our 
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our mof1: formidable enemies. The dedication of 
our fervices to the powerful for a time, too often 
proves nothing elfe, than the apprenticefhip to perpe­
tual flavery. What can be more abfurd than to con­
tend for fuperiority with one power, and to carry on 
the contefi: by the refignation of our liberty to ano­
ther? It is in vain to flatter ourfelves, that as we 
take the yoke on our ilioulders willingly at prefent~ 
we iliall be able to iliake it off, when the ends, for 
which we bore it, are accompliilied. On the contrary, 
we iliall too certainly find, that as we have once fub­
mitted to the offices of beafi:s of burthen for our own 
convenience, we fhall afterwards be kept to them for 
the advantage of our new friends, who, when they 
have fubdued our enemies, will-make flaves of us. 

FA B. XXXIII. 'I'he Fox and the Goat. 

A F 0 X having tumbled by accident in to a 
well, a Goat came fome time after to the 

brink of it, and afked if the water was good. De­

licious! faid the Fox, I have almoft burft myfelf 
with 
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with drinking it. Upon this the Goat jumped hafiily 
down, when the Fox, by the help of his back and 

horns, bounded up in an infrant, am! left the poor 

Goat to fhift for himfelf. Upon the Goat's re­

proaching him for his perfidy, Ah, mailer Goat, 

faid he, if you had as many guts in your brains, as 

you have hairs in your beard, you would never go 

down into a well, before you had conftdered how 

yoo fbould get up again. 

M 0 R A t. 
Tl~us the Jly knave, wha wails his abjeCl jlatt, 

11/ins Jome unthinking dupe to /hare his fate: 
Mounts on bis friendly j!Joulders to ji-:ccefs, 
Tben mocks the fool, and laughs at his dijlrefs. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Credulity may be faid to be the child of ignorance 

~nd the mother of difhefs; fince it is impoffible for 
:my wife man to be impofed upon by idle tales and 
flender artifices, and impoffible that any man fo 
eaftly deluded ihould not be fubje8: to numberlefs 
misfortunes. It is very common for people in a 
difirefi fituation to propofe advantageous fchemes to 
wealthy fools; but furely none but a fool would 
lifren to fuch propofals, and venture his riches in 
the fame bottom with a wretch not worth a groat. 
The event of fuch undertakings always proves, the 
efrabliihing the fortunes of the artful knave, upon 
the ruin of the credulous fool. \iVhen we are ad­
" ifed to throw ourfel ves headlong into defperate 
fchemes, we {hould duly weigh the probable confe­
quences of fuch a hafry fiep, and particularly con­
fider the circumfl:ances of thofe who advifc us. If 
we find them to be perfons in a very low 1ituation, 
WFJ ihould examine what ad vantages they are like 

D 2 to 
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to draw from our embarking with them, and whe­
ther the whole plan is not rather intended for their 
own private advantage, than for any profit or emo­
lument to ourfelves. r-ro conclude with a clofe ap­
plication to the fable, let us look before we leap, and 
" never go down into a well, before we have con­
" fidered how we £hall get up again." 

FA B. XXXIV. 'I'he Belly and the 
Metnbcrs. 

ONCE upon a time the feveral Members of the 
body mutinied and confpired againfi the Belly. 

The ground of their complaint was, that they 
thought it an intolerable grievance, that they !hould 
employ all their time and labour merely to keep him 
alive in luxury and idlenefs. Wherefore they re­
folvcd to toil no longer to maintain a lazy wretch, 
who contributed nothing himfelf to the public [up­
port. The hands refufed to wag a finger for him, 
the mouth declared it would not open itfelf in his 

fervice, 
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{ervice, and the legs and feet would not fiir a :ftep 
to affiil: him. In confequence whereof, the Belly 
being famiilied for want of nourifument, the .i\tiem­
bers alfo· began to lofe their faculties : Then per­
ceiving their folly, when too late, they all attempted 
to befiir themfelves to rei1ore him, but they found 
him grown too weak to receive, and themfelves to 
afford affifl:ance, when the Belly pcri{hing, all the 
l\.1embers periilied along with him. 

1\ll 0 R A L. 
The rabble tbus, who toil and jweat for b1'Ct!d, 

Think little of the flatejiuan' s aching head: 
His jlrruijh life a life of er{e tbey call, 
.And g1·udge the pence they pay to fave their· all. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
They, whofe fi:ation in life defiines them to bo­

dily labour, have very little idea of the fatigues of 
the mind. Their comprehenfion is fo narrow, that 
they think no perfons experience the leafi: degree of 
toil, except thofe, who, like thcmfclves, eam their 
bread by the fweat of their brow. But the mofi: ne­
ceffary leffon to be taught fuch people is, that their 
labours are not only fmaller th:an thofe of the per­
fans they defpifc, but Y\'ould be totally unavailing 
and ineffeCtual without their direction and affifi-ancc. 
If a crew of failors were to throw the pilot overboard, 
excited by indignation at his fi.ttin; idly at the l.elm. 
while they were working the fnip, a wrcc,_ woull 
foon teach them what confequencc he '.YJS of in 
navigating the vefiel. In like manner if the com­
monalty of a ftate, enr~ged at the feeming indolence 
and inactivity of their rulers, were to overturn 
the commonwealth, the enfuing miferies of ~mar­
chy and confufion would fpeediJy irillruCi: therr, 

D 3 th~t 
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that the :lilent hand of government was only employea 

to ihower plenty on them, and to guide them in the 

paths of peace. 

FAB. XXXV. The Lark and her 

Young Ones. 

A LARK, who had laid her young ones in a field 

of ripe corn, when ihe went abroad in the 

morning to feek for provifions, gave them a parti­

cular charge, to lifien whether the farmer faid any 

thing of cutting it. On her return in the evening, 

the young brood opened all their little throats at 

once to inform her, that the farmer had fent to h~ 

neighbours to reap the corn the next morning. Is 

that all? [aid the old Lark, then there is no danger; 

and went abroad the next morning, leaving the 

fame infiruB:ions at home as before. At night ihe 

found her young ones more frighted than ever, and 

was informed that the farmer had applied to his 
friends, 
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friends, earneftly requefiing them to begin the harvefi: 

the next day. She received this intelligence a5 

calmly as the former, and took no other precautions 

than repeating the fame orders : but in the even-' 

ing, £he was told that the farmer had been overheard 

faying to his fon, I find, Jack, it is in vain to wait, 

for other people, fo get your fickle ready, and we 

will begin to cut the corn to-morrow morning our­

felves. Nay then, faid the old Lark, we mufl: fly 
off, as fail: as we can : I never minded what you 

told me about his neighbours and friends, becaufe I 
was fure they would not come; but if he thinks 

ferioufly of undertaking jt himfe!f, the bufmefs will 
certainly be done immediately. 

MORAL. 
Since friends are unfaithful, and neighbours unkind, 
Why feek you abroad, what at home yGu may find? 
Each man, in himfe1f, has a friend at command, 
"Who is faithful, and hearty, and always at hand. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
He who depends on the affiil:ance of others, to 

perform what he is able to do himfelf, is fure to have 
his bufinefs negleCted, and never can fucceed in any 
undertaking. You might almoil: as well expeCt to 
fubfifl: and live by another man's performing the offices 
of nature, and eating and drinking by proxy, as ima­
gine that your affairs can be carried on, without 
your own {tirring in them. How, indeed, can we 
have the confcicnce to imagine, that other people 
will be :active in our intere£h, while we ourfelves 
remain indolent and unconcerned about them ? Such 
a temper fubjects the owner of it to perpetual dii:'1p­
pointments and loHes. Either the bufinefs will not 

D 4 be 
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be tranfacred at the time we defire, as they, into 
whofe hands we have committed it, will chufe that 
occafion, which is mofi convenient to themfelves ; 
or if our agents fhould prove treacherous and dif­
honefi, we fhall certainly be defra.uded. What folly 
therefore is it to hazard our fortunes, and expoie 
ourfelves to vexation and difirefs, when we have the 
means of wealth, eafe, and independence in our own 
h2nds ! If we are our own enemies, we fhall never 
have a friend ; but if we are our own friends, ene · 
mies are not to be dreaded. 

FA B. XXXVI. cthe N urfe and the Wolf. 

NURSE threatened a child, who v.r.,s bawl ing 
and crying, that unlefs he would be a good 

little boy, and dry up his tears, and hold his tongue, 
ihe would throw him to the Wolf. A W o1f, near 
the houfe, happening to hear this threat, waited im­
patiently at the door in expeCtation of prey: but 
foon af:er the child, being well rocked and lul­
lt d to fleep, the noife ceafed, and the Wolf was 

obliged 



1£ S 0 P 's F A B L E S. 57 

obliged to fneak back into the wood, vexed at the 

lofs of fo delicious a morfel. A fox accidentally 

meeting him, afked what was the matter, for, fays 

he, you feem to me to be half frarved. Ah, replied 

the Wolf, I am half ftarved indeed; the Nurfe yon­

der promifed to throw me a raw child, and ihe has 

made a fool of me. 

M 0 R A L. 

Still by our wijb, however wild or vailf, 

Words, looks, and allions, fondly we explain: 

Their Jenfe interpret by our jlrong dijire, 

Expect with confidence, with jbame retire. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We are eafi.ly inclined to delude ourfelves into a 

belief of any thing, which we ddire •nay be true. 

The lover is apt to interpret every fmile of his mif­

trefs in his own favour, to confrrue every kind look 

to his own advantage, and to imagine that all her 

wit and good humour i-s exercifed to pleafe him. 

The beauty too thinks that all mankind is dyin,g_, for 

her, and fooEfhly believes all the romantiL ~tff 

which fops fay to her, as things of colllfe. :.. i1e 

followers of the great deceive themfelvcs with grouncl­

lefs hopes for ever. They reckon a fmile, a wi r·::::­

or a nod very aufpicious omens, and a falute or a 

fqueeze by the hand are with them certain tokens 

of fpe~dy preferment. But how often do th::[e and 

all other fuch vain dupes, too late repent of their 

having Battered themfelves in vain ! The lover ic: s:r­

haps negletl:ed by his mi{hefs, the be~tuty de1r~ .:d 

by her train of adn.irers, and the courtly dq eEd1t't ­

difappointed of advancement, obliged to ret" ;·e intt~ 

folitude, and unable to bribe the great man's porter 

with half a crown to let him in. 

Ds FAn. x= XVII. 
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FA B. XXXVII. 'I' he Moufe and theW eafel. 

A THIN hungry Moufe having cr~pt through ·a 
- narrow hole into :1 corn-bafket, made fuch a 
hearty meal, that on his attempting to return by the 
fame pafiage where he came in, he found himfelf fo 
prodigioufly crammed aml [welled, that he could by 
n?,Y~'!~ans fqueeze himfelf through again. A \Veafcl 
beholding him at a diil:ance pufhing and £huggling 
to no purpofe, cried out to him with a fmile, Re­
member, friend I\1oufe, that you was lean and half­
ltanred when you got in at that fmall hole, and take 
my word for it, you will be lean and half-fiarved 
before you make your way out again. 

M 0 R A L. 

Such the reward of avarice and theft ; 
Opprefl with plunder, and no paffage left, 
rht Jneaking varlet mufl riftgn his prey, 
dnd tbink it gain- to fteal HIMSEL i away. 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Covetoufnefs never produced one noble fentiment, 
or infnred the leaH: degree of happinefs. It often 
urges the avaricious to break through the rules of 
jufiice, and then deprives them of the expeB:ed fruits 
of their iniquity. · It has happened even to monarchs, 
that inroads on the poffeffions of others have tended 
to the detriment of the aggreffor ; who has been 
obliged to refign the rich fpoils obtained by unjufii­
fiable ho.G:ilities. But to what an unfpeakable mor­
tification does fuch intemperate avarice neceffarily 
expofe us ? We are not only conviEl:ed of the rank­
eft injufiice, but are alfo confirained to forego the 
advantages which feduced us from integrity, and re­
fund our ill-gotten wealth with a very bad grace; a 
puni{hment which providence has wifely annexed 
to aB:s of violence and fraud, as the befi fecurity of 
the poffeffions of the jufi: and virtuous, againfi the 
attempts of the wicked. 

FA B. XXXVIII. 'I'he Two Bitches. 

A BITCH, about to whelp, intreated another Bitch 

to favour her with her kennel, during the time 
of 
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of her lying-in, which was readily agreed to. At 
the end of her month, fhe begged her friend to in­
dulge her fome time longer, and this requeft a1fo 
was granted her. But at the expiration of the term, 
when the landlady came to take poffeffion of her 

• 
kennel again, the deceitful gueft, who was now 
fecurely fettled there, received her with a furly · 
fnarl, and all her puppies began to bark and growl 
at her. Madam, faid the Mother-Bitch, you muft 
not come here, unlefs you can drive out me and all 
my litter of whelps: which if you attempt, we fhall 
all fly upon you and tear you to pieces. 

rv1 0 R A L. 
Thus treacb'rr;us knaves, who make deceit a trade, 

/it ft1fl implore, and then abvje our aid: 

Firjl beg, then jleal; and now more potmt grown, 
ne brm-ow'd fa·vour challenge as their own. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 t~. 

It is the nature of bafe minds to work themfel ves 
into our confidence by artifice and cunnin~, and 
afterwards to abufe our faith by doing the moil: 
open atl:s of vio~ence. Vlherefore it behoves us to 
be very cautious, whom w ~ truft. A faw'1ing, 
cringing fupp1iant is mofr probably a concealed vil­
lain; and his p~·efent humility is merely affected, in 
order to lay a furer founJation for future tyranny 
and oppreffion. 'rota] diftruft, and idle fufpicions 
of every perfon that applies to us for aiiJhnce, are 
not indeed to be cultivated; fince they would in­
dine us to fhut our ears, and harden our hearts, 
againfi the calls of humanity and the cries of difirefs : 
but, on the other hand, a confiJence too blind and 
fecure, will lay us open to the greatefi: inconveniences. 
We cannot, indeed, be too cautious how we put 

ourfelves 
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()ur[elves fo entirely into the power of others, as to 
trufi them with all our poffeilions ; and perhaps no­
thing can excufe our voluntarily involving ourfelves 
in fuch a dangerous fituation, as that, in which ano­
ther's breach of faith would be attended with the utter 
ruin and de.ftruB:ion of ourfelves and our families. 

FA B. XXXIX. '!'he City Moufe and 
Country Moufe. 

A SPRIG H TL Y 1\1oule of the Town once went 

down on a vifit to a l\t1oufe of his acquaint­

ance at his cottage in the Country. The Country­

Moufe ent rtained him as hofpitably as he could, 

and produced the befi which his houf-;; fforded; 

yet the Town- Spark turned up his nofe at every 

thing which came upon table, and dif(Lined to foil 

his whifk rs wi -h fuch plain hon:.cly fare. At length, 

perceiving his country friend fomewhat hurt at his 

behaviour, 
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behaviour, he faid thus : What a horrid place is 
the Country ! It is abfolutely impoffible for a Moufe 
of quality to make a meal in it. The Town is 
the only place to live and eat in. I am fure that 
an old acquaintaJtce of mine muft have more fenfe 
and fpirit than_ to like fuch a life as this; io prithee, · 
my dear friend, let us fet out for the Town together 
this moment, and I will engage to treat you this 
very night in the moft elegant manner. The 
Country-Moufe agreed to the propofal, and be­
ginning their journey immediately, about the even­
ing the City-Moufe introduced his friend to a po­
lite apartment, where a magnificent entertainment 
was prepared. Here they regaled themfelves moft 
delicioufly for a time, but by and by the comfort of 
their repaft was interrupted by the rattling of a key 
in the wards of the lock; immediately after a fervant 
appeared, and on fight of the mice fet a cat at them, 
who flew fo fwiftly towards them, that it was with 
much ado, that they efcaped through a chink in the 
floor. However, all was foon hufhed, when the 
Town-Moufe popt brifkly out again, and called to 
his country friend to come and fir~ifn his fupper. 
He, fcarce recovered from his fri ght, ;..t length ven­
tured to fneak out; but could not help afking, whe­
ther mice, who led a town-life, were often fubjeB: 
to thefe alarms ? 0, every day, faid his friend, there 
is no tr ing in them. Every day! replied he, then 
much good may do you with your high life and fine 
entertainments 1 for my part I had rather nibble in 
fecurity at a rufi:y old cheefe-paring at my hole in 
the country. 

11 0 R A L. 
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l\1 0 R A L. 
HetJv'n z'n one mould the kindred fate has cqjl, 
Of men of dignity and mice of tqfle ; 
Traps, dangers, terrors are alike their lot, 
Scar'd if tbey fcape, and wony'd if they're caught. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
How often are we deceived by the {pecious fhews 

of fplendor and magnificence! for however alluring 
the temptations of grandeur may appear, we fhall 
difcover by experience that they are fo many {hining 
mifchiefs, calculated to deihoy our peace of mind, 
and to draw us on to our ruin. What a poor ex­
change does he make, who gi\res up eafe and content 
in an humble fituation, to engage in difficulties, and 
encounter perils in affluence and luxury ! If every 
del icious morfel [wallowed by the glutton, and every 
fenfual d 1 ight enjoyed by the libertine was to be 
purchafed by the enduring a certain number of firipes, 
or being put to fome other torture, iliould we not 
think him a madman, or fomething worfe, who 
would buy his pleafures at [o dear a rate ? And yet 
the misfortunes atten 'ing him, who leaves a com-

'-' 

fortable re treat to mix among the 1 rxurious great, are 
no lefs certain or fevere. The ploughman in the 
field, who labours for the fmall pittance of his daily 
pay, po1Tdfes more content, and earns his bread 
with lefs uneafinefs and fat igue, than the man 
who hunts levees to obtain wealth and prefer­
me. t . Riches properly ufed are, indeed, very con­
duci\'e to eafe and happinefs, but if we re.fign any 
comfortable enjoyments to procure them, or abufe 
the po!feffion of them by riot and intemperance, we 
re.fign the end for the means, mifbke the fuadow for 
the fubfiance, and conyert the inH:ruments of good 
fortune into the engines of anxiety and follicitude. 
How many country-fquires, like the Moufe in the 

fable, 
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fable, have repented their being tempted to take a 
journey to town, and have n~ver regained their for­
mer tranquillity till they took a journey into the 
country a6ain ! 

'AT oR T OI SE, weary of crawling along like a 
fnad, public.dy proclaimed , that whoever 

wou ld take hi,n up into the air fhoulcl be rewarded 
with all the ri ches of tr:e reel fea . The Eagle ac­
ceptecl the offer, and having carried him to a great 
heigl1 t, demanded the reward ; when finding the 
whole to be an impofition, he dropt the T ortoife 
on a rock, which dallied his :!hell into a thoufand 
pieces, and utterly demolilhed him. 

~.1 0 R A L. 
Knaves may deceive ; but knaves and fools are they, 
Who proud t? Joar, lilt eaglts, fir a day, 
On the fi ail wings if jhort-liv' d Jrrlfho(Jd rife, 
But jocn detel/7ed, rue thdr jlimfy lies. 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Though falfehood, from it's nature, requires un­

common art and dexterity to conduct it with fuccefs, 

yet folly ancl guilt are fo allied to each other, that 

they are frequently complicated; and it very often 

happens that lies and impofitions are framed, fo very 

abiurd and ridiculous, that the inventors and re­

porters of them are iure to be detected. Deceit and 

cunning are oftener the means of deluding the prac­

tiiers of thofe arts, than thofe on vvhom they are 

praB:ifed ; and are daily found to conclude in the 

puniihment of the villains themfelves. There is a 

fimplicity in truth and virtue, which never leads us 

into difficulties, but points out to us the plain and fafe 

way; but when once we are involved in the intri­

cate mazes of fraud and faHhood, we bewilder our­

felves with our ewn lies, and cannot difcover the 

folly of them, till they have betrayed us to our ruin. 

FA B. XLI. 'lhe Wind and the Sun. 

HE Sun and theN orth-wind diiputing w·hi h 

was the moil powerful, it was at lafi: deter· 

mi1 ed 
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mined that they iliould try their force, each in his 
turn, on a traveller ; and that whichever firfi: obliged 
him to throw off his cloak, iliould be allowed the 
fuperiority. Accordingly the North-wind firfi: at­
tacked the poor wretch with a dreadful hurricane, 
but though he blew till he almoft cracked his cheeks, 
it was all in vain ; for at every blafi:, the traveller 
wrapt his cloak about him fo much the clofer. At 
length the fun broke forth, and after having difpelled 
the fi:orm, darted his rays on the traveller with fuch 
heat and vigour, that the poor fellow beginning to 
grow intolerably hot, and to fweat and pant for 
breath, cafi: off his cl0ak, and fat down tander a 
ihady oak, to cool himfelf. 

MORAL. 
tthe jlubborn mind, that like the rijlijf horfl, 
Difies the rude attacks of blTffiring force, 
Pajfive and mild will own the gentle Jway 
Of /oft perfuajion, and by choice obey. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The exercife of mild and humane difcipline is a 

better method of working on the tempers, and in­
clining the minds of men to our purpofe, than 
boifierous fury and violence. When it is difcovered 
that we intend to force people into our meafures, 
they immediately prepare for refifi:ance, and arm 
themfelves againfr our attacks : the more firongly 
we affail them, fo much the more ftrenuoufly do they 
exert their efforts to repel us : but when we feem 
to fall in with their own inclinations, and ufe the 
gentle arts of foothing them to our purpofes by 
mildnefs and benevolence, the generous fentiments 
of gratitude are kindled in their breafts, and they 

ufe 
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ufe their utmofr endeavours to oblige us. Violence 

and force are the favage infrruments of barbarians, 

but civilized people work on the paffions and dif­

pofitions of one another by mutual acts of bene­

volence and humanity. 

FA B, XLII. 'The Frog and the Fox. 

A FRoG, intending to turn quack-doctor, leapt 

out of a lake, and proclaimed to the beaih, 

that he was able to cure all difeafes. He uttered 

folemn difcourfes on the murrain among fheep, de­

livered lectures on the difeafes of horfes, and made 

grave harangues on the difiemper among the horned 

cattle. His formality impofecl upon the tmthinking 

beafis, and feveral of them were about to apply to 

him for prefcriptions, when a ilirewd Fox fiept up to 

him, and afked him, where he took his degrees in 
phyfick? You a doctor ! con tined the Fox; then 

why do you not cure that wan face, and fpeckled 
belly, 
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belly, that looks as loathfome as a ]eprofy? For 
my part, I !hall never believe you capable of heal­
ing others, till I find you can provide {orne remedy 
for yourfelf. 

Iv1 0 R A L. 
Eut that his big pretence is all a lie, 
Tell me what mortal quack would e·ver die? 
Cures for old age he hoqfls, and Jlrengtb abated, 
Feeble hin~felj, grcy-bem·ded, and bald-pated. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 I-.J. 
Whenever we hear bold promifes and confident 

affertions, we :fhould give no credit to them, till 
we have duly examined the abilities of him who 
makes them to perform them : but if we £nd that 
he is himfelf in need of that affiftance, which he 
offers us, we may be fure that it is not in his power 
to give it. A father would never truft the education 
of his child to an ignorant wretch, who could not 
read, though he fhould profefs to teach all arts, 
fciences, and languages ; or put him apprentice to 
a mechar:ick, ·who could not work at his trade, 
though he ihoulcl boaft that he was the befi and 
completefi artifc under the fun. Y ct fraud and 
impofi.tion, and quae/eery (as we may call it) in all 
profcffions is very common, and deceives great num­
b~rs, who give too much credit to the pompous pro­
feffions and impw.1ent falfehoocls of the praecitioners. 
Wherefore we; cannot be too much upon our guard 
againfl: ignorant pretenders to fkill ancl exc llcnce in 
every branch of knowledge, aml fhoulcl be taught 
by their own cautions, to beware of ou 'TERFEITS, 
J~r fuch are abroad. 

FAB. XLIII. 
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FA B. XLI1I. 'The Bald Knight. 

ACER T AIN bald Knight covered his head with 
a periwig made in imitation of his own hair. 

But being out one day hunting, in the middle of 
the chace a high wind .arofe, and carried off his falfe 
locks. The fight of his bald pate fet all the com­
pany laughing; and the facetious old Knight jcin­
ed in the laugh, faying, how can I be furprifed at 
any borrow'd hair's flying off my head, when I could 
not keep my own there ? 

M 0 R A L. 
lf/hen the loud laugh prevails at your expence, 
All want of temper is but want of Jenfe : 
1/f/ould you difarm tbe }zeere1-· of his jtjl, 
Frown not, but laugh in concert with the 1·ifl· 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Good humour is fo effential a requifite to all agree­

able converfation, that it never fails to ende:1r the 
poffe!fors of it to their friends and acquaintance : 

befides 
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befides which it creates a perpetual tranquillity in 
the owner's brea:ft, and ihields him mo:ft effeCtually 
from the attacks of the invidious and malevolent. 
But there is no difpofition or turn of mind, which 
contributes more to our real happinefs and quiet, 
than that which enables us to railly any of our 
own failings, and joke on our own infirmities. 
Such a conduct fore:fl:alls the malignant fneers of little 
wits, and blunts the edge of ill-nature and the ridi­
cule of others. It alfo recommends us to the good 
will and e:fl:eem of the company, who arc pleafed to 
fee us aCt with fo much pleafantry and candour, and 
will not endure patiently our being attacked by others 
for faults which we fo ingenuouily confc:fs ourfelves. 
A peeviih te:fl:y temper is a fource of perpetual dif­
quietude both to ourfelves and our acquaintance, and 
turns every little imperfection into a load of mifery ; 
hut a chearfullively difpofition renders life agreeable, 
and apologizes for all our faults and infirmities. 

FA B. XLIV. The Afs £n the Lion's Skz'n. 

AN Afs, accidentally finding a Lion's fkin in 

the fore:ft, put it on, and in this difguife came 
into 
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into the meadows, where he terrified all the flocks 

and herds, and drove them all before him. Soon 

after the Countryman to whom he belonged came 

out to look for him, when the Afs, thinking to de­

ceive his mafl:er alfo, ran furioufly at him, and fet 

up a ·tounterfeit roar. But his long ears unfortu­

-nately fl:icking out, his mafl:er laid hold of them~ 

and drubbing him foundly with a ftout oaken plant, 

foon convinced him that he knew the difference 

between an Afs and a Lion. 

M 0 R A L. 

The Bully tbus, bluff, infolent, and loud, 

Seems a brave fellow to the fenfelefs croud: 

But let your cudgel o'er his jhoulders pafs, 

And tbe Mock-Lion proves a genuine Afi. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Impudence and jgnorance are fo often joined to .. 

gether, that it is no uncommon thing to meet with 
the mofl: defpicable wretches a:ffuming the name and 
quality of their fuperiors; and fo blind and heedlefs 
are the generality of mankind, that impofl:ures of 
this fort pafs very fmoothly on them, till fome per­
fan of more than ordinary penetration deteCts the 
fraud, and puniilies the impofior. Indeed, thofe 
who take up charaCters that do not belong to them, 
are in a fl:ate of continual danger, fince they are for 
ever liable to be difcovered, as . their behaviour will 
not fl:and the tefl: of found judgment, however it 
may impofe upon the ignorant multitude. The 
footman may put on his mafier's cloaths, and fwag­
ger in ale-houfes, but his air and converfation will 
foon betray him to a real gentleman : the illiterate 
coxcomb may affeB: hard words, and amaze the ig­
norant, but never will impofe upon fcholars. In a 

word, 
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word, the mofr contemptible of men may ape the 
manners of the worthiefi, but however fecure they 
may think themfelves in their difguife, the long ears 
will frick out, and expofe them to difgrace and 
ridicule. 

FA B. XLI. 'The mifchieveous Dog. 

A CER T AIN curil: Cur was fo very mifchievous, 

and bit fo many people, that at Jafr his mafrer, 

in order to put every one on their guard againfr him, 

fixed a heavy clog to his neck. But the filly Dog, 

~hinking this collar a mark of difi-inB:ion, grew fo 

proud of it, that he woujd not a!fociate with his 

fellow-curs, but fnarled and growled at them with 

the utmofi- contempt. At length one of his old ac­

quaintance il:ept up to him, and faid thus. You 

are a vain puppy, and a great fool into the bargain; 

for that troublefome clog, which you are fo proud 

of, was tied round your neck, not as a token of ho­

nour, but as a mark of difgrace. 
M 0 R A L 
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M 0 R A L. 
rhe vain pert coxcomb how foal! we correll? 
Contempt, with him, is def'rence and refpell. 
He mver feels the Jmart Jatirick jlrokt,. 
But cbuckles too, and thanks you for the joke. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
Moft men are fo prone to vanity, that they are 

apt to confrrue the very marks of ignominy into 
tokens of honour. The only true method of efri­
mating the value of badges of difrinCl:ion, is to re-

. fleB: on what account they were conferred on us; 
and if we acquired them by our virtues, then we may 
regard them as illuftrious figns of dignity, but if 
they were fixed on us for our vices, they are nothing 
elfe than the bafeft brands of infamy and difgrace. 
A malefaCtor might as well be proud of being burnt 
in the hand, or vain of the halter round his neck, as 
a peer glory in a title or a ribband, if he gained it 
by vice and corruption. There are times, in which 
the pillory, the frocks, and the gallows are employed 
as the infrruments of martyrdom, and honours and 
dignities are beftowed on the unworthieft and moil: 
infamous among men. In fuch a period, poverty 
and difgrace are the enfigns of virtue and merit, and 
the oppreft good man, while he fees triumphant vil­
lainy exulting in tinfel glories and fancied fuperiority, 
contemplating at the fame time the means by which 
they were obtained, confiders the fhining appendages 
of the ftar and garter or the collar of an illufrrious 
order as tokens of abafement .. 

F"AB. XLVI. 
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FA B. XLVI. The Leopard and the Fox. 

A She-Leopard, full of conceit and affeCl:ation, 

prided herfelf exceedingly on the charms of 

her pcrfon, and expreifed the utmoft contempt for all 

her fellow creatures. What frightful ordinary things, 

cried ilie, are all the other beafl:s of the forefl: ! and 

what is the yellow ikin of the lionefs herfelf com­

pared to the finenefs of my coat, fo agreeably varied 

with the mofl: beautiful fpots ? While ihe went on 

thus, furveying herfelf with admiration, and tofiing 

her head in difdain of all other animals, a She-Fox, 

provoked at her infolence, fi:ept up to her, and faid 

thus. Madam! you mc.y give yourfelf what airs 

you pleafe, but I would not be in your coat, as fine 

~s it is, to take your mind along with it : and let 

me tell you, madam, that unlefs you take fome pains 

tp adorn that, as well a~ your outfide, you will 

have but few admirers. 
!v1 0 RAL. 
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M 0 'R A L . 

. ro patch, to paint, to drefs, and roll the eyes. 

'10 tempt our jtJX, and all your own rlefpije; 
Chloe, while theft your m-ts, your ugly mind 

Y'o all external beauty makes us blind. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

It is obferved by a very great writer, that per­
fans, who are deformed, commonly take pains to 
cultivate their minds, in order to recommend them .... 
felves to the world by the fhining qualities of the 
underfl:anding, and to take off the bad impreffions 
we may receive from the uncouthnefs of their 
figure: It may alfo be obferved too truly, that wo .. 
men of remarkable beauty are often fo fully fatisfied 
with their outward excellencies, that they totally 
negletl: the improvement of their minds. They are 
apt to confider beauty as the only qualification re­
quifite in their fex: and fince they are endowed 
with it in fuch an eminent degree, they look down 
with difdain on females, lefs happy in the charms· 
of their perfon. Beauty has undoubtedly great in­
fluence over the hearts of men, but wherever it is 
overrun with affeCtation and conceit, our admiration 
will foon be turned into difgufr : while women of 
perfons but tolerably agreeable, fet off with good 
fenfe, and good-humour, will captivate the heartS' 
of worthier men~ and more effectually fecure their" 
coo.ftancy. 

E 2 FAB·~ XLVII. 
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FAB. XLVII. 7'he Peacock and the Crane. 

'APEACOCK meeting a Crane, fpread out his 
gaudy tail; and looked very contemptuou!ly 

at the approach of fuch an ordinary bini. The 
Crane laughed at his foolifh pride, and faid, you 
:lhew a very fine tail indeed, mafier Peacock, but 
in fpite of your fin~ feathers, I would not change 
conditions with you; for I can at any time take a 
bold Bight almofl: to the clo t..ds, while you are not 
~ble to lift yourfelf c.bove a yard from the ground. 

M 0 R A L. 

Worth makes tbe man, and want of it the fellow, 
'The re.Ji is all but leather or pruntlla. PoPE. 

A p p L I c A T I 0 - T. 

Pride, while it endeavours to exalt, corrmonly 
tenJs to lower the perfons who are infected with it; 
but never renders them fo very mean ar.d ridiculo~ts 

In 



iE S 0 P 's F A B L E S. 77 
jn our eyes, as when it infpires them v?ith a con­
tempt of thoie who have more merit than themfelves ; 
bdides which, the fcorn with which they are apt to 
treat thofe who are th;;ir fuperiors in every effential 
circumfLmce, often draws from injured worth a re­
ply of fo much force as well as· bitternefs, as cannot 
f~til of galling and touching them to the quick. It 
is one of the great evils of the capi·icioufm:fs of for­
tune in tl1is world, that " the learned pate· oft( n 
" J ucks to the golden fool ; " but let not the -vvealtt y 
ideot pn:fume too much on his empty fuperiority, 
:fince any reproach or neglect throvm on the 1~an of 

· learning awl genius will mofi: probably be returned 
h:m tenfdd; hjs very name wiil be rendered ridi­
culous, and himfclf thus tran{inittd, as a block­
head anJ a GOXGomb, dovvn to the late.ft poilerity. 

FA B . X LVIII. '!'he IVIan a!ld the Lion . 

A Huntfman and a Lion difpming together con­
cerning the fupcriority, valoL r, an,.d fortitude 

of their feveral fpecies, they came at lafi to a grand 
E 3 m onument, 
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monument, reprefenting a Ivian with a Lion deat1 

at his feet. The Huntfman immediately pointed at 

the monument, in fupport of the truth of his argu­

_ment. Prithee, iaid the Lion, what proof is that ? 

IVfen may carve what they plec;.fe:; but if Lions were~ 

carvers, you would, with more jufiice, have feen, a 

. Man lying dead under -the _paws .of ?. Lion .. 

M 0 R A L. 

~rJ.tth, jimple truth, perverted flill We? find~ 

As vanity .or int' rdf warp the mind ; 

TYhile in each tale this maxim Jland: confljl, 

That both the parties love themfilves the b;fi. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is very common with difputants to maintain thei: 

opinions by appealing to the fame fort of evidence, 

as that called i.n by the H untfman in the Fable. But 
as it is the wifdom of our law, in the determination 

of matters of property, not to fufFer perfons inte­

r ef!:ecl in the queibon to vouch for either party, fo 
wl1c:!1 any point is pri·:atcly canvaffed, or debated 

in converfation, we fhould only rely on fuch tefii­

monies, as we may reafonably fuppofe to be unbi­

affed and impartial. Nothing is fo difficult as to ar­

rive at truth; and facrs are as often mifreprefented 

from ignorance or prejudice, as from an intention to 
deceive. Europeans are apt to confider the inha­

bitants of many other parts of the globe, as barbarotiS 

and unpol i£hed : but, in refolving this queftion, 

might not a fenfible Indian juiHy remonfirate, that 

Vve are rather to be confidered as rude and uncivilized, 

who have confounded all fimplici ty of manners, 

difiurbed the peace of whole nations, and carried all 

the horrors of murder, clefolation, and war, into 

regions formerly bleft with uninterrupted tranquility? 

FABLE 
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F AB. XLIX. The Calf and the Ox. 

A Silly Calf, who was fattening up in a rich 
pafiure- ground, frequently amufed himfelf 

with infulting an old Ox, who was put every day 
to the plough. He boafied that he never ;;-s bur­
dened with the yoke, or incumbered with traces; 
and that while the collar of the Ox was worn bare 
with labour, and his whole fig~re dirty and horrible, 
and not fit to be feen, that he himfelf was fieek and 
fat, and of a comely appearance. The old Ox re­
turned not a fingle word to all this infolence; but 
a: fuort time after, feeing the Calf led to the altar 
in order to be facrificed, he befpoke him in thefe 
words. vVhat has your wanton life brought you 
to? To the ax. Now, mafier Calf, I believe you 
would perfuade me to fecure a quiet life even by 
that labour and indufiry, you lately laughed at, 

E.._ rather 
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rather than by lazinefs and luxury, like you, to 
bring my[elf to an untimely end. 

M 0 R A L. 

Thus oft ib' indz!J'trious poot· endures reproach 

From rogues in lace, and jharpers in a coa,h : 

But foon to· Tyburn fees the villains led, 

lrhile he jlill earns in peace his daily bread. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Ri .... t ancl extravagance, however alluring they 

·may appear to a young mind, mufr conclude in 
mii'ery and difgrace. We may indeed delight our­
fclves for a while with fenfual enjoyments, and 
drovvn our apprehenfions of the evil hour in de­
bauchery ; but the horrors of poverty will too foon 
furround us, and deliver us up to the melancholy 
confequences of our mifconduct. It is however one 
of the wodr attendants on prodigality, that it not 
only brings us into difhefs, but often confounds all 
our notions of virtue. vVe defp1fe thofe who labour 
hard to earn an hondt livelihood, as abject wretches 
of no foul, and look upon our own 1 uxury and pro­
fufion, as a mark of our fuperior fpirit. Vve 
ihould do well to reprefs contempt fo ill-grounded : 
for it is more than probable, that a diflolute life 
will involve it's followers in fuch misfortunes, that 
they will heartily wiih they had fubmitted to the 
drudgeries they defpifed, rather than have devoted 
themfelves to ruin by idlenefs and extravagance. 

FABLE 
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FAB . L. 

A
Drscor~TE·~TED Camel complained to Jupiter 

of the unhappinefs of his lot, and befecched 

the god to vouchfafe him a pair of hon ~s, like the 

bull , to defend him a2:ain:ll: the attacks of ether ani-
'"" 

mals. Jupiter laughed at his fi.:nplicity , anc~ not 

only denied his petition, but cropt his ears for the 

folly and impertinence of his dci1land . 

M 0 R A L. 
}fappy the man, without a wijh for rmre, 

lf/ho quietly enjoys his little flare : 

And knows to heav'n with gTatitude to pay 

Thanks for wbat's gh/n, and what's ta'en a·way. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N . 
There is no leffon of more confequence to our 

welfare and happinefs, than that p1ain, but golden 

precept, To know whm we are well : difcontent not 

on1y poifons our enjoyment of all the plcafures and 

convenienci s of lif, , but very frequ nt1y defeats iL's 
E 5 o rn 
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own purpofes, and while it urges us to aim at fome 
.imaginary addition to our happinefs, deprives us of 
the polfeffion of real bleffings. Intemperate cravings, 
and unconfcionable demands feldom fail to move the 
anger or ridicule of thofe to whom we addrefs our 
petitions_; and we are difmiffed with contempt, or 
perhaps incur puni!hment. But to repine at the re­
gulations of nature, and difhibutions of providence, 
1n external circumflances, is of all our uneaftneffes 
tbe mofr blameable. That perfon's temper mufi be 
very ill-governed, that is liable to be ruffled about 
the make of his per{on, the height of his fiature, or 
the dye of his complexion. Among the ladies, who 
are particularly follicitous in thefe matters, any ab­
furd efforts to mend the work of nature is often at­
tended with very ill confequences ; and many an 
agreeable woman , by refolving to be a remarkable 
beauty, h::1.s cleftroyed her natural bloom, and brought 
on the withered appearance of age and uglinefs. 

FA B . LI. <f'be Crow and the Pitcher. 

A Cn:,w, exceeclinz1y f.irfl:y, at length found a 
Pitcher. vith \v:uer in it, but Io near the bot­

tom, 
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tom, that it was impo:ffible for him to run his 

head far enough into the Pitcher to drink a fingle 

drop. The Crow, in fie ad of being mortified at 

this difappointment, immediately cafi about for fome 

other means of getting at the water. He firfr en­

deavoured to throw down the Pitcher, but wanted 

frrength enough to accompliih it. At length ga­

thering U? the pebbles from the fand, he threw 

them into the Pitcher one by one, till the water 

was by this method gradually raifed to the top, and 

gave him an opportunity of gratifying his thidt. 

l\!1 0 R A L. 

Subtnit :zot to dejpair, tho' bojjled once: 

Nec~(fiiy gives genius to a dunce. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

It is incredible how much may be done by dili­

gence and affidu ity. The pr -fent fi:a te of the world, 

enl ightened by arts and fc: iences, is a living proof, 

that d.ifficulties, feemingly infuperable, may be fur­

mounted, and ur,dcrtakings imagined to be impof­

fib le, ac:complifhed . This confidcraticn ought to 

be no mean fJ?ur to induihy and applicatic.,n. \V ~ 

~re not acquainted w ith the :Jlrength of our owq 

minds, till we exercife them, nor to what lengths 

our abilities will carry us, till we put them to thi 

trial. l\1en, who w;1nt rcfolution , often defifi from 

enterprizes, when th2y have more than half effi Cl: ·d 

their purJ?ofe : they are Jiil:ouragcd by difficulties 

and difappointmeuts, which ought rather to excito: 

their ardour, and redouble the vigour of thei.li 

efforts to fucceeJ . L et any one , who admire$ 

the patience and ingenuity of the C row in t!le 

fable, confider wi th attenticn the Rru ture of 
;l 
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a common engine to ra1fe water. Let him obferve the intricacy of the machinery, and behold in what vail: quantities one of the heaviefl: elements is forced out of it's courfe; and then reflect how many expe­riments mufl: have been tried in vain, how many obflacles mufl: have been overcome, before a frame, of fuch wonderful variety in it's parts, could have been put together. After which let him perfue his ·own enterprizes, not without hopes of fucce(c:; in the end, while he fupports the fpirit of indufiry by confidering how much may he done by patience and ingenuity. 

FA B. LII. The Lion and four Bulls. 

F OUR Bulls once joined in an offenfive and defeniive alliance. A Lion, who ufcd fre ­q uently to ite them feeding together, looked upon each of them as a precious morfel, but was afraid to a .. tack fo formidable a body. At length , 
the 
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the Lion artfully contriving to raife quarrels among 

them, the Bulrs refufed to have any concerns with 

each other, and foon came to a total feparation. 

Upon this, the Lion, glad of an opportunity to 

take them fingly, devoured them all four one after 

another. 
M 0 R A L. 

Combine l ye Jons of freedom, ah, combine I 

The people are invincible, who join : 

FaElions and feuds will overturn tbe flate, 

11/hicb union renders ftourijhing and great. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Friendfhip, as it is one of the greatefr bleffings, 
is alfo the common intereft of mankind. The mu­
tual retnrn of good offices, is the mofl: folid founda­
tion of our happinefs, and there is no perfon, how­
ever rich, great, or powerful, who does not fame­
times fl:and in need of the affifrance of his fellow 
creatures. vVhenever we are guilty of any violation 
of friendfhip, we !hake the very baiis of our interefr, 
and every true friend offended or removed, is a pil­
lar taken away that contributed to fupport it. It 
behoves us therefore, as well from generofity of fen­
timent as from an attention to our own good , to 
ftrengthen every bond that ties us to our friends; 
;;tnd part icularly to !hut our ears againfr the black 
tales of incendiaries, who mean to deftroy our hap­
pinef~, in order to promote their own dark purpofes: 
For we m:1y take it for a rule, that whenever a man 
is extremely affiduous to vilify one friend to another, 
he means no good to either. 

<..; 

FABLE 
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FA B. LIII. The Man and ht's Goo[e. 

A Goofe, belonging. to a certain Farmer, laid a 
golden egg every day. But the Farmer, not 

fatisfied with thus accumulating riches by degrees, 
and refolving to grow rich all at once, cut the poor 
Goofe open, and found in her infide--nothing. 

M 0 R A L. 
Nurfe of intemp'rate wijhes, foe to rift, 

Thus av'rice tortures whom the gods have blo/[: 
Their plenteous gifts the mifer thinf.s too final!, 

Impatient grafps at more, and lofes all. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
No paffion can be a greater torment to thofe 

who are affiitl:ed by it, or more frequently mif­
takes it's aim, than infatiable covetoufnefs. It 
makes men blind to their prefent happinefs, and 
conjures up ideal profpeets of increafing felicity, 

which 
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which tempt the deluded followers to their ruin. 

The Puniiliment is indeed very well adapted to the 

offence; and it feems to be wifely regulated by the 

decrees of providence, that they, who by their con­

duct iliew themfelves infenfible of the bounty of 

heaven towards them, fhould be made the infrru­

ments of their own perdition. What miferies does 

fuch an avaritious difpofition bring upon us! It 

throws us from the very top of our hopes to the 

lowefr gulph of defpair, and leads us on to give up 

the enjoyment of that wealth, which we covet above 

all other bleffings, for the mo:fl abjeB: poverty ; with 

the additional torture of refleCting, that we have 

ourfelves been indufhious to compafs our own 

defl:rucrion. 

FAB. LIV. crhe Fox and the Tiger. 

A N archer, coming into a for :!1:, iliot his arrows 

fo thi,..k an l fo furc among the beafis, that he 

flew {everaJ, and wounded many more. Upon this, 

the T iger, Hepping forward , ord reel al l the other 
beafis 
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beail:s to withdraw, boafiing that he would foon put 
an end to the war, and punilh the infolence of fo in­
fignificant an enemy. The words were fcarce out 
of his mouth, when the archer, taking fure 2,im, 
ihot a bearded arrow into his fide. The Tiger im­
mediately ran away, howling with pain and a11guiih, 
and endeavouring to draw out th~ dart; till he was 
fropped in his flight by the Fox, who af1ced him, 
with a fneer, who it was that could have wounded 
fo {hong, and fo valiant, an anim:1l ? Alas, fJid 
the Tiger, I now find too late, that mere frrength 
avails little in competition with art. That man 
yonder, an animal v.;hom I could tear to pieces in 
an inil:ant, has had fufficient ikill and dexterity to 
give me a wound, which I fear will prove mort?J. 

J\1 0 R A L. 
They, wh; in .flrength al!Jne C!Jizfide, 
Do but expofr: their weakV! fide : 
Rena, f;ols! bewaJ'e whom ye provoke, 
The thicktfl jkulls are foondf broke. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 F. 
Mere corporal :ftrength, unaffifl:ed by wifJom, 13 

not very formidable to our adi·erfaries, or any cer­
tain proteCtion to our friends or ourfcl ves. In the 
art of war itfelf, much more is effeB:ed by itratagem 
than force ; nor can any people, hnwever valian t 
and robuft, gain confiderable advant:1ges without 
calling in the aid of found pol icy. A confidence in 
our natural frrength may induce us to cxpofe our­
felves to dangers; but will never carry us thro· gh 
them v:ith fafetv, or even credit, unlefs art and ;'kill 
be added to ou; ability and courage. It is a lcuon , 

well 
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well worthy the confideration of the gentlemen of 

the army, that knowledge is as necefiary in their 

profe:ffion as valour : for the very idea of great gene­

raHhip includes in it various branches of fcience, 

not to mention, that the mere hardnefs of the head 

is but a poor defence againft a bullet. 

LV. FA B. '!'he Oak and the Reed. 

AN Oak which flood by a river-fide, being 

torn up by the roots , by a violent ilorm, 

was carried down the :fheam ; and in it's courfe 

being accidentally entan; Ied among fome reeds, 

demanded \\'ith ailoni:fhment, how any thing fo 

weak as they were, could ftand againfi the fury of an 

hurricane, which h:1d blown down an Oak ? To 

which one of the Reeds with a {brill voice replied, 

that they had remained fafe by yielding and giving 

way to the tempefi : from whatever corner the wind 

comes, ( faid he) we bend before the blafi; nor is it 

any 
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·.any wonder that you have fallen, who vainly at­
tempted to make an obfiinate refifiance againft th~ 
raging of the elements. 

M 0 R A L . 
. re! by the injolence of PrrVJ'r opp1-yt, 
Seek not to quell, but how to bear £t btjl I 
Their mightier force while vainly ye oppoje, 
re but ajf!fl the malice of your foes. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 ~.r. 
As it would be an aa of madnefs to attempt to demolifh a ftone wall by running forcibly againft it, or to affail thofe, provided with fwords and fire arms, merely with the natural weapons of Refu and blood; in like manner it is the higheft imprudence to make any vain and impotent oppofition to thofe, whofe power, force, and authority are confiderably fuperior to our own. Our abfurd ybftinacy, and weak ef­forts to thwart their meafures, only contribute to irritate them {till further, and to draw their fury on us with redoubled violence. On the other hand, complacency and pliancy of temper may mofi pro­bably tend to mitigate their rage ; and indeed in cafe of attacks from overgrown power, fuch temperate behaviour cannot be accounted pufillanimity, but prudence, while the ridiculous attempt of endeavour­ing to repell force by weaknefs, muf!: be termed rafhnefs rather than courage; as will always ap­pear too plainly from the melancholy difference in the fituation of each party, when the fiorm is blown over. 

FABLE -
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F AB. LV I. Hercules and the Carter. 

A Country-fellow's cart was fl:uck in a deep 

fl.ough: upon which the lazy Iooby threw 

himfelf flat on his face, and implored the a:ffiftance 

of Hercules, to get it out again. A voice was 

foon heard thundering in his e:1rs, to th!s p~:rpcfe. 

Get up, you idle Rogue, whip your horfes luftily, 

clap your ilioulder to the wheel, and tben call for 

help from Hercules. 

M 0 R A L. 

l natlive wijhes are but wqfie cf time, 

.And, without efforts, pray'rs themfelves a crime : 

Vain are their hopes, who miracles expeCl, 

A nd ajk from heaven wbat themfclves neglefl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

M ankind, indolent and difcontented, are very apt 

to murmur at the difpenfations of providence, 

and to call for divine affiftance to extricate them 
from 
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from their di ffic ulties , when it is in their own power to accomp1i£h what they defire . They, who will not fi-ir a· finger to promote the ir own interd1-, have li ttle titl e to expe3: any foreign affifhnce : but when they have exerted thL: ir utmofr fkill and affi ­duity, their prayers, if there is need fo r them , '.viil be enforced by every a rgument drawn from their own m eri t, 2nd the com paffion of thofe to whom they make their application. I ndu:fhy incLidcs in i tfelf th is double bld11ng : It commonly cn ~l ks l iS to gain the point we aim at ; and in t :,;:; t ettf:::: h eightens the rel i1l1 of ou r enjoyments , when we conJider tha t we have attaint:d them by our ov;'l ::rt and perfeve rance : but if v1e iliould happen to fa ~] in our endeavou rs, it excites the p ity of thole who are able to fer ve us; and g ives a grace to o ur pccit ions for affifiance anJ rel ief. 

F AB . L ~II. The s~tyr and the Traveller·. 

A Satyr meeting a poor Traveller in the v;ooth, 
covered with (now and almoH p e1 ifh i ;,g vYd~ 

cold, took campailion on hirn , anJ carried him to 
hi:i 
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his cave. There the Satyr, obferving him to breathe 

frequently on his hands, afked him what was the 

meaning of his doing that? To warm them, re­

plied the Traveller. A little while after the Satyr 

obferving him blowing on fome hot gruel he had 

fet before him, again demanded the meaning of his 

doing that? 'ro cool it, replied the Traveller. At 

this anfvl'er the Satyr rofe in a rage, crying out, 

villain, get out of my cave this infrant! I would 

not fit a moment with a creature capable of blow­

ing hot and cold. 

M 0 R A L. 

lf7ith Juch an inmate who would be perplext, 

One hour all coldnefs, and all heat the next I 

lf7bo would his fev'rijb jhi·v'ring fits endure, 

Cf'bat ague of he heart, no drug can cure? 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

People of a double heart, and variable temper, 
arc falfe friends and difagreeable companions. The 
infirmities of our temper, may indeed plead fome 
excufe from education or confritution, but unfl:eadi­
nefs in morality argues a vile difpofition in the heart 
of it's owner, and will be fatal to thofe who have 
any dealings with him. Beware therefore of form­
ing any conneB:ions with thofe, whom you have 
reafon to fuQ)eB: of fuch bafe practices. Take it 
for granted that he who affeB:s uncommon ardour 
to ferve you as a friend at one time, and treats 
you with coolnefs and indifference at another, has 
no real regard for you at the bottom. He like­
wife, who conil:r es the fame aB:ion two ways, and 
puts a diflercnt glofa on it, according as it may 
fcrve different purpofes, is a dangerous companion, 

and 
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and the heft precaution which you can take fOr 
your own fecurity, is to difcard him as foon al­

poffible .. 

FAB. LVIII. 'The Travellers and Bear. 

T wo men, taking a journey through a wood, 

agreed to fupport each other in any:dangers; 

they might encounter. They had not gone a great 

way befe>re they were terrified with the fight of a 

Bear, upon which, one of them, being active and 

nimble, fwarmed up a tree in an infiant. The 

other, being left to :fhift for himfelf, fell flat upon 

his face, and held his breath. The Bear came up 

to him, and [melt about his head and ears, but not 

difcovering any marks of life, and that beafr never 

preying upon carcafes, he walked quietly away again 

without doing him any hurt. When the Bear was 

retired, the man rofe from the ground, and his fellow­

tr'!veller defsending from the tree, aiked him with a 

fmile, 
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fmile, what it was that the Bear whifpered in his 

ear? I will tell you what, anfwered the other: He 

advifed me never to go a journey with fuch a faithlefi 

poltroon as you agam. 

lVI 0 R A L. 

lf'ith caution on all foreign aid depend, 

Nor take each chance companion for your friend; 

W1-etched the man with in fuch league allied, 

1Phofe faith and truth lqfl only till they're try' d. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Whenever we embark in any undertaking with 

another, it behoves us to examine his fidelity with 

great diligence, fince the fuccefs of the enterprize 

may be defeated by his breach of faith, and we may 

be expofed to the worft dangers, however honour­

ably and warily we may have atl:ed ourfelves. How 

many have been ruined by placing too much con­

fidence in unworthy affGciates, who have either be­

trayed them in the moft profperous circumftances, 

or deferted them in time of diftrefs. It is very rare 

to meet with men of fufficient corifrancy to fraal ' 

firm in the hour of danger, and to refufe to provide 

for themfelves without confulting equally the (afety 

of their fellow adventurers; wherefore few, very 

few, iliould have fuch an unlimited confidence 

placed in them, as that their unfteadim{s or infide­

lity iliould be attended with the hazard of our lives 

and fortunes. 

FABLE 
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FA B. LIX. 'I'he Lion z"n love. 

A Lion fell in love with a countryman's daughter, 
and demanded her of her father in marriage. 

The fellow was ihocked at the thought of marrying 
his daughter to a beaft, but obferving the Lion 
beginning to growl, and give a horrid grin, he 
anfwered him thus. To be fure, Sir, I ihould 
rejoice at marrying my daughter to the king of 
the four-footed creation, and ihould be proud of 
fuch an honourable alliance: but then I mufr 
in treat your majefi:y to let me cut off your claws, and 
pull out your teeth, for I am fure the very fight 
of them would fright the poor girl to death. 
The Lion, doating with fondnefs, confented to 
the propofal ; which was no fooner put into ex­
ecution, and his claws cut off, and his teeth 
pulled out, than the countryman fnatched up 

a huge 
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a huge club, and knocked the poor beafl: on 
the head. 

M 0 R A L. 

Howroer fond, and irJ the tmderdl hour, 
Poor lover! Jlill keep fomething in thy pow'f'• 
Be Jure, the treach'rous fair WJ..th 6lll htr charms 
Means to enjlave thce, if }he fitjl difarms4 

A P P L I C A T .I 0 N. 
:Love is faid to he blind : and this maxim is in 

no· inftance more fully verified than in the power 
it has over our underftandings. It leads men 
of the heft fenfe into the groffeft delufions, and fuh• 
jeB:s them to the vileft impofitions. When wt 
defire the poffeffion of any thing with uncommon 
ardour, paffion will not give our minds fair play-; ' 
and we are willing to fubfcribe to any terms, 
however unreafonable, provided we can thereby 
obtain the gratification of our defires. It fhould 
however always be confidered, that love can ne­
ver infure any lafling happinefs, unlefs it pr{)llo 
duces a reciprocal paffion in the objeCl: -of ou:F 
affections : and we may be affured, that we have 
not compaffed that defirable end, if the partt 
beloved propofes terms injurious to our intereft. 
Rather than liften to fuch propofals, we had bet• 
ter fupprefs our willies ; left we fhould too latf 
repent our ill-placed fondnefs, and find ourfelves 
tRQ mi[erable dupes o.f ~ ridiculous pafiton: 

fABLE 
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FA B. LX. The hunted Beaver. 

1ABeaver was once hard chafed by the hounds : 

But he, well knowing that he wa5 pcrfued 

merely for the fake of a certain part about him, 

which is of ufe in medicine, very fenfibly hit off the 

part, and throwing it among his hunters, efcaped 

with his life. 
Ivl 0 R A L. 

crh' advent'rous knight, who 1·oams o'er Bagiliot-Heath, 

11/ith pfjlol cock' d"' and threatens i1?J!ant t:'t{~tb , 

~eeks but you·r purje, howe'n be_/ivnn at.d cbaft; 

Then wife£v pay your ranfim, anLl be faft. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
It is in vain to contend with violence, and an 

ineffeCtual refifiance will only t,nd to double your 

fnfferino-s. The prcfervation of our property is to 

he fure ~f very great importance, but the prefervation 

()[ ottr li·ves is 0f more : and indeed when thie es 
are 
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are in our houfes, and the pifrol at our heads, we 
are all apt enough to cry out with Scrub in the play, . 
" Spare my life and take all I have." When a 
~owerful enemy marches into a country, it is better 
for the people to pay freely the contributions exaB:ed 
from them, than to bring on themfelves the horrible 
ravages of war, by refufing, what at lafr they may 
be compelled to comply with. Safety ought always 
to be purchafed by any terms, that are honourable ; 
and furely there can be no difgrace in yielding volun.., 
tarily to your perfecutors, what you are certain they 
will otherwife take from you. When we are capable 
of making head ag:1.infr tyranny and rapine, we fhould 
endeavour to oppofe them: but vvhen we are too 
weak to alfert our rights, quiet fubmiffion is the 
moil: tolerable misfortune. 

F ABr LXI. '!'he Thunny and the Dolphin.-

AThunny, d ofely perfucd through the fea by a: 
hu o-e Dolphin, and within a moment of b ing· 

F 2 fw:1Uowed 
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f wallowed by him, threw himfelf into the rift of a 

rock, where indeed his death was no lefs certain. 

The Dolphin, eager to fecure his prey, flung him­

felf impetuoufly after him, and £bared the fame fate. 

The Thunny looking round, and feeing the Dol­

phin at his lafi: gafp, fpeut the lafi: remains of his 

own breath in. thefe words. Now my death gives 

me no uneafmefs, fince I fee him, who was the 

ft:aufe of it, doom'd t0 die with me. 

l\1 0 R A L. 

No torture we feel, by oppr~!Jion brought low, 

Like the triumph and joy of an z'nfolent Joe: 

And no pleafure jo· fiveet, when we ca!'lnot efcape, 

As to fee our d~royer himfe!f in the fcrape. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

There is a kind of melancholy fatisfaB:ion in fee. 

ing the author of our miferies plunged into the fame 

difirefsful circumfrances with ourfelves. It may be 

doubted indeed whether the giving way to the plea· 

fure naturally arifing in our breafrs on fuch an 

occafion, is frriB:ly jufiifiable: but furely they can 

with little jufrice reproach us, whofe own guilt has 

in great meafure been the caufe of ours, and whofe 

cruelty has urged us beyond human patience. How­

ever truly we may be cenfured, as yielding to the 

emotions of a revengeful temper, yet our crime 

has certainly this good effeB:, that it may be confi­

dered as a fcourge in the hand of providence, to 

encreafe the puniiliment of the haughty oppreifor. 

Wherefore if nobler arguments fuould fail, an at­

te4;ltion to their own peace of mind fuould perfuade 

the great and powerful not to perfecute their infe. 

riQri : for how can they endure their fall, if it fuould 
ev~ 
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ever happen, when it is imbittered by the triumph 
of thofe very wretches, who were fo lately the 
objects on which they exerted their cruelty and 
arrogance. 

F AB. LXII. The Partridge and the Cocks. 

A Farmer, having taken a Partridge, put him to 
feed among fame Cocks. They according 

to the fiercenefs of their nature, fell upon the poor 
Partridge with the utmofi violence. This treat­
ment gave the Partridge a great deal of concern, · 
thinking that they u!Cd him fo ill becaufe he 
was a {hanger, and a bird of a dirt Tent fpecies. 
But foon after feeing the Cocks fighting among 
themfelves, he comforted himfelf with reBeCt:ing 
that it was no great wonder that they fell fo unmer­
cifully upon him, fince they were fo apt to a ttack 
Gne another. 

l\10 RAL 
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M 0 R A L. 

'I'reat not a foreigner with barb'rous pride, 

Mock not his aaent, or his garb deride : 

For peace at home that people ne'er jhall find, 

Who wage eternal war with all mankind. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Affability and courteous behaviour endears us to 
~ur fellow-creatures, while a rude difpofltion and 
favage treatment, render us the object of general 
averfion. No virtue was more univerfally practifed, 
or more fl:rongly recommended, by the antients, 
than a mild conduct to our companions, and an 
hofpitable entertainment of !hangers. They, who 
are unhappily divided from their own communities, 
and obliged to mix with ours, are i:1 a fituation, 
which calls in a particular manner on our hnmanity. 
To be guilty of any atl:s of cruelty to them, is there­
fore violating mofl: effentia1ly the laws of nature. 
Nothing does more honour to the Englifh nation, 
than the toleration it allows to different fecrs and 
opm10ns. Low, and mean prejudices fecm to be 
wearing themfelves out apace; and perhaps the free­
doms we allow to Jews, Qyakers, Catholicks, and 
other fectaries, proceed from a turn of mind, fo 
effentially happy as to be the caufe of preventing 
divifions among ourfelves, and of preferving us from 
civil wars. 

FABLE 
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F AB . LXIII. The Fox 'Ioithout a 'Tail. 

A Fox, caught in a trap, efcaped after much 

difficulty, with the lofs of his t~il. He \vas, 

however a good deal alhamed of appearing in pub:­

lick without this ornament to his pofieriors ; and at 

laft, having cafi about for means how to avoid 

feeming fmgular and ridiculous in the eyes of his 

own fpecies, he called together an affembly of Foxes, 

and harangued them in this manner. I have now, 

my brethren, defi.red your prefence in order to make 

a propofal for the common welfare. I am fure you 

mufl: all have experienced the gr€at inconvenience 

of we:itring tails. A tail is indeed fo troublefome, 

and withal fo difgraceful an appendage, that I docked 

my own, from a thorough conviClion of it's ugli­

nefs and inutility, and doubt not but you will all, to 

a fox, follow my example. This harangue was 

F 4 immediately 
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hnme-di-ately anfwered by ~ fly old Fox, in thefe 

words: Brother, that you was in the right to part 
with your tail there is no doubt: and we will aU 
make ufe of the fame expedient, when it becomes 
as neceffary for .the puhlick welfare, as ~t has -al­
ready been to your private convenience . 

. rvi 0 R A L. 

Gladly Sir Clumiy ~vould the 7Vorld perjltadP, 
.1.Vct he, but all mankind ar£ vilely made; 
.And might the purlJiind and .tht deaf advife, 
'Twere better far to '1Vant .both cars and eyes. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
They, who pretend to advife what meafures are 

:mcft conducive to the publick welfare, are often 
guided entirely by their own private intereft : but 
whenever they counfel any extraordinary innovations, 
or endeavour to change any eftablifhed proceedings 
long ufed and approved, we may be almofi: certain 
that they have fome other <.lefign, rather than the 
promotion of the general good. When new regu­
lations are propofed, we iliould turn our eyes on 
thofe who propofe them, and confider with atten­
tion, whether they have not fome perfona] motives 
for their conduCt:, and we !hould be particularly 
cautious not to fuffer ourfelves to be impofed on by 
:fine fpeeches and pretended patriotifm: for he who 
is very follicitous to bring about a fcheme, not at­
tended with any viiible advantage to the community, 
mufr only mean his own benefit; or, like the Fox 
in the fable, when he has been caught hirnfelf in­
~ne trap, endeavour to catch us in another. 

FABLE 
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FA B. LXIV. The Old Man and Death. 

AN Old !v1an carrring a load of faggots out of 

a wood,. fatigued v:ith labour, funk under 

his burthen, and caHeJ on Death to come and de­

liver him from his miferies. Death to his great 

furprize, immcdi;ttely appeared, and asked him 

what he wanted. Lackadav ' fard the old Man,. 
J 

fi:artled at his grim bony figure, nothing af all, good 

fir, only that you will be fo obliging as to help me 

to get this bundle of \Yood upon my back again. 

Ivi 0 R A L. 
" Oh with 'what joy would I r~(ign my brtath/'7 

Tbt wretch exclaims, and prays fir ir!flant dtath .'­

The fiend approaching, he inverts his pray'r, 

" Oh grant me life, and double all my care!'' 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N, 
~v1an is a weak inconfd1:ent animal, pcrpetu::1Ily 

Jla.rtaking of the blefiings of the divine providence,. 
F 5 and 
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and yet perpetually murmuring at it's difpenfations; 
complaining for ev_er of the cares and miferies of 
life, and yet dreading nothing fo rp.uch as the ap­
-proach of death to his relief. He will indeed feme­
times, in a peevifh mond, call out on death, but 
if it was to appear to him in all it's horrors, there 
"is hardly any fituation, however wretched, that 
he would not prefer to it. But a wife and good 
man knows, that care mufi: be his portion in this 
life, and knows alfo that it is his duty to endure it 
with patience . . Labour, poverty, and difeafe, with 
numberlefs difappointments in our feveral perfuits 
muft be expected and fuftained; and he is the beft 
and happieH: man, who neither willies for the ap­
proach of death, nor is afraid of it. 1 

FA B. LXV. crhe Cat and the Fox. 

A Fox and a C at l~eing one day in deep difcourfe 
.f'\... togeth r, the Fox was boafiing how many 
tricks and artific s he vvas mafier of to fecure him­
fclf at a pinch. rfhe poor Cat faid, that, for her 

part, 



.IE SOP's F ABLE S . 107. 
. I 

part, ilie had but one device, to which fhe could. 

have recourfe in time of danger. In the midfi: of 

their difcourfe, they were alarmed with the cry of 

the hounds : upon which the Cat immediately 

fcrambled up to the top of a high tree., from whence 

ilie faw the Fox, in fpite of all his fine tricks, made 

a prey to the dogs. 

M 0 R A L. 

'{he fly politt'cian may beajl of his arts, 

How his budget is full, and hy cunning he's guided; 

But the wife and the wary, lefs proud of his parts, 

ll7itb a jingle expedient is better provided. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Plain good fenfe, and a downright honefl: mean­

ing, are better guides through life, and more trufi:y 

fecurities againfl: danger, than the low fhifts of cun­

ning, and refinements of artifice. The former is 

free and unembaraffed, and the methods to be per­

fued are fo plain and direct, that we are never at 

any lofs in reducing them to execution ; while the 

ways of the other are fo intricate and involved, that 

although they may feem plaufible in theory, we find 

it impoffible to follow them in practice. Simplicity 

of manners is the foul of integrity, and plainnefs of 

underfi:anding is the main requifite to wifdom. 

Cunning is of a dark and entangling nature, and if 

perhaps it fometimes ferves to puzzle and amaze 

others, it will in the end certainly bewilder ourfelves. 

He who difdains to place his fafety in thofe means of 

fecurity common to the refi: of mankind, will rarely 

find hirnfelf protected from evils which they endure, 

but rather fubject himfelf to new ones, with the me­

lancholy fatisfaCtion of being the fool to his own 

device • 
FABLE 
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FA B. LXVI. 'l'he Angler and l-ittle Fiili. 

AN Angler having drawn out a fmall Carp at 
the end of his line, the Fiili intreated him 

to throw him into the pond again. I am now, 
fays he, fo very fmall that I fhall difcredit your 
table; but by and by, when I am grown a finer 
and larger fi.lh,. and !hall be worth your taking, I 
promife to return to your hook of my own accoJd. 
No no, my little Carpling, replied the Angler, I 
am fure of you now, though you are but fmall : but 
if I once throw you into the pond again, I have n@ 
fort of fecurity that you will ever come back. 

M 0 R A L. 
'' "lis a le/fon that cannot too often be conn 'd, 
" That a jijh in the band is worth two in the pond.'' 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
~he infhu.B:ion conveyed by this fable is [o plain 

4nd palpable, that it fcarce needs ~X planation. Hope 
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is indeed a relief in the time of forrow, and a cor­
dial to our difireffes :but to put ourfelves in the power 
of future events and chances, when the prefent hour 
favours our willies, to give up a prefent benefit In 
uncertain expectation of a greater,. is a f0lly, quite 
inexcufable. We are of courfe fufficiently fubjeB: 
to adverfe fortune, and ought to guard againft th~ 
unlucky changes that may happen: but he whore .. 
fufes the advantages thrown in his way for t.he fake 
of expetl:ed contingencies ftill more in his favour, 
little confults the capricioufnefs of accidents not 
within his power, and feems to follicit the ilrokes of 
poverty and affiitl:ioiL 

F AB. LXVII. ne Young Man and the 
Swallow. 

AN extravagant thoughtl€fs young fpark, who 
had fpent all his. fortune even to the cloaths 

on his back, happening to fee a Swallow in De­
amber, took it in his head, that the fummer time 
.was c0me~ and immediately put h1s lafi coat and 

waifl:coat 
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waiftcoat into pawn. But hard weather coming on, 
one day when he was ready to periih with cold, 
happening -to fee the fame Swallow lying dead in 
the field, he cried out in anguiili, Oh unhappy 
bird! that haft been the caufe of thy own and my 
deftruetion ! 

M 0 R A L. 
Weak .flriplings thus on diaJ their pajjions fit, 
Fondly drawn in by one fuccefsful bet ; 
But now trick' d, dup' d, and ev'ry jhilling lqfl, 
Perceive the odds againfl them to their cqfl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Be cautious how you build vain hopes on one 

profperous circumftance. Perfons of fmall fortune 
1hould never rifque it all on the credit of one flat­
tering event. One Swallow makes not Jummer. The 
fmiles of the great are often as uncertain as the 
weather itfelf: and many a young man, unacquainted 
with the ways of the world, has been entrapped by 
a gracious nod, or fqueze by the hand, and drawn 
into a fervile dependance, which has ended in his 
ruin. They alfo, who have rendered their affairs 
defperate by imprudence or extrav~gance, are much 
inclined to dwell too fondly on one infiance of good 
fortune, and to proceed with as much fecurity, as if 
they were fure of its continuing for ever. They catch, 
like drowning men, at every reed to keep them up ; 
but the weaknefs .. of their fupport, added to the vio­
lence of their efforts, only ferves to pJunge them :fl:ill 
deeper in misfortune, and to make them curfe their 
own weaknefs and credulity. 

FABLE 
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FA B. LXVIII. 'l'he Lionefs and the Fox. 

AL ionefs being reproached by a Fox, that ihe 

brought forth no more than one whelp at a 

birth, replied thus. I produce but one, it is true : 

but then, friend, that one is a L ion. 

M 0 R A L . 

Confider, when your alls you tell, 

H ow much impo1·ts not, hut bow well. 

To do no good, tho' oft it cqfl 

Much labour, is but labour l?fl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Vanity, whik it takes every occafion to r clebrate 

it's own praifes, is often apt to mi:fl:ake the objecrs 

of real merit, ami to f; und it's fame on circumftanccs 

of no great importance. But not ing flatters our 

pride more efTen ially, than J..vellu 
0 

on e number 

of thofe actions which we de"m mentOLuL . 1\rtifi:s 

-efpecially are apt to confider the rr.ullipliCity vf their 
produCtions 
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productions as an argument of the firength and 
facility of their genius, and to defpife thofe, whofe 
works b~ing more elaborate,. are confequently lefs 

-numerous. But this is a very falfe meafure of efii­
mating their merit. By this rule, the builder of 
lanes and alleys and paltry cottages might furpafs 
the nob left architect ; the dauber of fign- poll:& 
might excell thofe, who had :fi:udied in the firfr 
fchools of painting ; and the writers of ballads and 
compilers of daily journals might outvie the mofr 
~minent poets and hiftorians. But praife and repu­
tation mufr be acquired by merit a] one; nor can we 
any more enfure them by the quantity of our pro­
ductions, than we can purchafe fame itfelf by the 
yard or by the gallon. 

FA B. LXIX... 'lhe two Pots. 

T W 0 Pots, one of earthen ware and the other 
of brafs, were carried down a river. The 

earthen Pot difcovering fome marks of fear, the 
brazen one bid him not be alarmed at the viol nee 

of 
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it{ the fiream, for that he would frick clofe to him~ 

;mel take care that he fuould not be bruif€d or hurt. 

No,· no, faid the earthen Pot, pray do not offer to 

come near me; your approach is what I mofrdreadj. 

I fuall keep at as great a diftance from you as poffi­

ble, for whether the current drives me againft you, 

-or you againft me, in either cafe I iliall certainly be 

dallied to pieces. 

MORAL. 

B orn to the comforts of an humble jtate, 

Fly their embrace, if courted by the great, 

Happy, to leam, how ill you can afford 

The vqfi pxpence of !Joq,u-d 'yes from my lord. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We cannot be too cautious in the choice of our 

company; fince upon our prudence in this circum­

france, not only our fortunes, but fometimes our 

lives may depend : But ·we fhou1d be particularly 

guanled againft the ill-judged ambition of afToci:­

ating with our fuperiors. What in them is oec0-

nomy, in us would be the higheft extravagance; 

and at the very time they honour us with their fa­

vours and proteCtion, they are leading us on to our 

deftruB:ion. Many a man has been irreparably ruined 

by keeping what is called the befr comp:my ; for 

whether he has given up his time in attending them, 

or more ridiculoully pretended to make entertain­

ments for them, in both cafes he has too late dif­

covered, that his thirft after friends am0ng the great 

has undone him ; and when his honourable acquain­

tance have entirely £battered his fortune, he has found 

himfelf at leifure to repent of his folly in a goal. 

FA BL E 
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FA B. LXX. :fhe Boy and the Thief. 

A Thief, who was roaming about in quefr of 
booty, faw a Boy weeping by the !ide of a 

well. He immediately made up to the Lad, and 
demanded the caufe of his tears. Oh, faid the Boy, 

crying as if his heart was ready to break, the rope is 
jufi: now broken, and a golden tankard is dropt into 
the well. The Thief rejoiced at the news, threw off 
his cloaths with great hafte, and jumped into the 
well : but in a little time came up again, after 
having fearched for the tankard to no purpofe. He 
looked about for the Boy, but to his great furprize, 

could neither find the Boy, nor his own cloaths; 
and difcovered that the fly urchin _was gone off with 

them, and had left him naked, to go down into the 

well again, and look for the tankard at his leifure. 

MORAL. 
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MORAL. 

1JJUs heav'n, in jlffiice, wic-kednefs to fmotber, 

Has villains made the fcourges of each other-: 

With their own arts ajjlias the felon gang, 

'-Till all alike the guilty culprits hang.. 

A P PLICA T I -0 N. 

Nothing gives more entertainment to honefl: me11, 
than tG fee rogues become the inftnnnents of each 
other's puniiliment. In thefe inftances, juH:ice feems 
to be in a merry mood, · and to amufe herfel f with 
thofe frauds and villanies, which at other times ex­
.cite her fpleen and indignation. The fame arts alfo 
which, when praLtifed againfl: the worthy part of 
mankind, were objeCts of our dread, are rendered 
matter of fport and merriment, when we behold 
them ufed by one_ villain to the detriment of another. 
It is indeed one of the , chief puniihments that wait 
on vice in this world, that an .abandoned man is 
obliged to affociate with the mofi infamous part of 
the fpecies, to form intimate conneCtions with 
wretches incapable of friend{hip, to put the moil: 
intire confidence in men void of fidelity, and to need 
affiftance from thofe who plot againft him. Thus 
he drags on a contemptible life, which is perhaps 
concluded by the hand of juftice, on the impeach­
ment of fome of his companions and fellows in 
iniquity. 

FABLE 
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F AB. LXXI. The Shepherd and his Dog. 

ACertain Shepherd had a mungrel Cur, to whom 
he trufred the care of his little flock, thinking 

bim a very faithful Dog, and accordingly treated him 
with the greatefi kindnefs. But the u~grateful Cur,. 
though he was very well fed by his mafier, took 
occafion, every now and then, to devour one or 
two of the fheep. The Shepherd, difcovering his 
treachery, refolved immediately to hang him; but 
jufr as he was going to tuck the Cur up, he howled 
forth a remonftrance to this effect. vVhy, my good 
mafter, would you defhoy poor 'Tray ? You know 
that I am an old fervant; and if I have been a little 
in fa ult, do not hang me, but rather kill the Wolf, 
who is perpetually laying fnares for your fold. 
Rogue! replied the Shepherd, you deferve hanging 
ten times more than the Wolf. For he openly pro-

feiTes 
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feffes himfelf to be my enemy ; but you, firrah, are 

daily diminiiliing my flock, under the pretence of 

being their guardian and my friend .• 

MORAL. 

No wrongs fo cruel wait on human lift, 
As thofe from friends, a kinfman, or a wife : 
.d fword within the Jcabbard jheath' d we know, 
But flart to find in Jriendjhip' s guife a foe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The common difappointments of our lives brin~ 
with them no pain, equal to that which we expe· 
rience on the deteB:i~n of a mifplaced confidence. 
Nor indeed can there be a more effential injury 
done to us, or one which betrays a viler mind in 
him, who is guilty of it. There is fomething fo 
bafe and abjeB: in infinuating one's felf int<? ano­
ther's favour, merely to get him more fully into one's 
power, that a thief or an highwayman is fcarcely 
a greater criminal. Friendlhip is the cordial of hu­
man life, the balm of fociety ; and he who violates 
its laws by treachery and deceit, ~onverts it into the 
deadliefr poifon, and renders the defence and [up­
port of our fieps our greatefi: fnare and danger. It 
is not therefore to be wondered at, that a friend 
betrayed perfues the objeCt: of his refentment with 
uncommon acrimony. We are wounded in the 
tenderefr part ; his crime is of the blackeft die, and 
defen'es the fevereft punifhment. 

FABLE 
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FA B. LXXII. '!'he Boy and F0rtune. 

~ 

ABoY fl.eeping on the brink of a well, Fortune 

came up to him, and waked him, faying, Get 

up, Child, and go about your buiinefs immediately; 

.for if you ihould happen to tumble into the well, 

your friends and relations, infiead of blaming your 

folly, would impute all the mifchief to poor 

FoRTUNE. 

M 0 R A L. 
The bubble thus from pockets amply jlm·'d 

Draws thoufands forth, and )lakes them on the boa.,-d: 

Ruin'd and dup'd, yet blames he not the vice, 

But curjes his il11uck, and damns the dice . 
. / 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
In the courfe of human affairs the fhokes of 

fortune are fometi mes very a<.lverfe and fevere. 
U nexpeCl:ed accidents defiroy our hopes of advance­
ment, or tumble us from the height of profperity. 
Yet, it is certain, that men :1rc too apt to complai;1 

of 
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of the capricioufnefs of fortune, and to impute 
m any evils to the perverfenefs of chance, which are 
the refult of their own ill conduct. Few perfons 
are fo very unfortunate, as not to have more than 
one opportunity in their lives of promoting their 
interefi. Let him therefore who complains of his 
ill fortune, reflect how often he has neglected h~r 
favours on former occafions, and whether his prefent 
difirefs does not proceed in great meafure from his 
own folly, inattention, indolence, or imprudence. 
A wife man will fubject himfelf as little a? poffible 
to the power of accide11ts ; hut he who carelefsly 
gives up all his affairs to the determinations of 
fo rttme mufr not be furprifed at the revolutions of 
her wheel, btit endure her frowns, as well as her 
[miles, with an equal mind. 

F AB. ·LXXIII. cr'he Stag and the Fawn. 

A FAWN once fa id to a Spg, pray, mother, fince 

you are fo much larger than the hounds, fo 

much fwifter, and by means of your horns fo much 
fitter 



120 lE S 0 P' s F A B L E S. 

fitter for battle, what can be the meaning that yott 

are fo extremely afraid of them ? Becaufe, Child, 

replied the Stag fmiling, notwithfi:anding I poffefs 

all thofe advantages, I am frighted out of my wit• 

at the cry of the dogs, and the moment I hear them 

open, cannot help running .away for fear. 

M 0 R A L. 

fry what we can, da what Wi wi/!1 

ret nature will he nature fl£1!. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

There is impreffed on the minds of all men a par­

ticular biafs and difpofition, which, however thwarted 

and controuled, will break out on almoft every oc­

cafion ; and it is manifefr from dai1 y experience, 

that men can no more exchange their difpofitions 

with each ether than beafis of a different fpecies. 

The hero, the ftatefman, the poet, the philofopher, 

and Jhe mechanic, are as various in their turn of 

mind, as the lion, the fox, the afs, the ape, and 

,the dog. It is therefore our duty to follow the bent 

{)f our genius in a laudable manner, and to chock 

it no further than will conduce to turn it to our own 

and the public benefit. When nature has pointed 

out the path., which we fhould follow, we lhould 

not attempt to deviate from it, but be content 

to perfue our way by the light which lhe holds forth 

for our inftruction. This method will certainly 

preferve us from error, and ~rhaps lead us on to 

fame : but if we obftinately endeavour to perfift in 

.another track, the predomi11ance of nature will 

force us out of it, and render us the objects o{ 

de.rifion and contempt. 

FABL E. 
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LXXIV. 'The Mole and her Dam. 

LA ! Mama, faid a young Mole, what a firange 
fmell here is ! A little while after ilie 

[creamed out, l\1ercy on me! what a flaming fur­
nace clo 1 fee before me ! Soon after :fhe cried out 
a~ain, Dear 1v1ama ! was there ever fuch a horrid 
l1L iie? I am fiunned with the clatter of a thoufand 
mill -. Indeed, Child, replied her Dam fmiling, jf 
you talk in this manner, I £hall 1magme you have 
neither fight, ears, nor fmell. 

M 0 R A L. 
The To~vn-lwed Mifi at tbis ince/Jcmt ·rate 

JVill rave, .find fault, fcQld, chatter, fi·reanz, and pratH 
lVhile thus the trifler atls, what mortal dreams 
Sbe i; not quite Jo filly as Jhe feems ! 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
AffeCt:ation may be faid to be the root or fpri n; of folly. There is fcarce on( fpecies of n , .-

G cul J u 
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culous behaviour which is not immediately derived 

from it. He therefore who indulges himfelf in it, 

opens a door to a whole army of abfurdities; and 

he who cures himfelf of affectation, cuts off a whole 

train of follies at one ihoke. They who make ufe 

of it mean it for .a kind of polifu· to their feveral 

excellencies. Men imagine that it adorns their 

fenfe and wifdom; and the ladies fuppo(e that it fets 

off their beauty. But its effeCts are direetly oppofite. 

Affetl:ation always derogates from genius, and dimi­

nHhes the charms of beauty. If we pretend infir­

mities that we have not, to give credit to our pre­

tences would be the properefi puniihment of fuch a 

ridiculous piece of afFeCtation: but if affeCtation is 

ufed to cover defeB:s, it only ferves more effeetu­

all y to expofe them. 

FA B. LXXV. Tbe Harper. 

A Wretched Fell ow, who ufed to play on his 

harp, and fing catches to it in alehou{es, 

where the common people were highly delighted 

with 
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with his mufic, took it into his head that he was 
a mofi admirable muilcian, and would needs exhibit 
his performance on the public theatre. But there, 
alas! the vile melody of his voice, accompanied with 
the difmal twang of his infirument, provoked the 
audience to fuch a degree, that the poor foolifu 
Harper was univerfally hiifed and pelted off the 
fiage. 

M 0 R A L. 
'The dowdy tbus, who in a grogram gown 
Charm' d all tbe loobies in a country town, 
fPith hoyden air her beauties brings to court, 
And makes for belles and maids of honour fport. 

A P P L I C A T ! 0 N. 
There is an analogy betweC'n the circumfiance.~ 

of the higheft and and loweft among mankind, 
which is very much calculated to flatter that pride 
and vanity, fo incident to human nature. Th~ 
fame parts are aB:ed , in a different fphere, by a 
circle of courtiers and a company of beggars. One 
m3n is perhaps the wonder of all the known world, 
another is the admiration of a particular country, 
another is the pride of a great city, and another is 
the firft charaCter in a \'illage. All thefe fhine very 
illufhioufly, and with proper dignity and fplendor 
in their feveral orbs : but lhuffie them out of their 
:ftations, place the villager at the head of an im­
menfe army, and confine the hero within the boun­
daries of a little town, perhaps they would both 
appear ridiculous. The latigh however will always 
run firongefi againfr him, that elevates himfelf to 
a dignity which he cannot fupport ; and though he 
might be applc.uded within his own narrow circle, 
when he comes on the grand theatre of the world, 
l:e cannot fail to be univerfally xploded. 

G 2 FABLE 
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F A B L E LXXVI. 

Mercury and the Woodman. 

fA Woodman being employed in felling timber 

by the fide of a river, facred to Mercury, 

happened to let his hatchet fall into the water, 

and feated himfelf on the bank of the river, calling 

on Mercury in defr)air. MercU7y foon appeared, and 

being acquainted with the caufe of his difirefs, dived 

into the fiream, and bringing up a golden hatchet, 

demanded of the Woodman, if That was his pro­

perty. No, replied the Woodman. Mercury then 

brought up a filvcr hatchet, afking the fame quef­

tion. The hone£l: woodcutter anfwered, no, again. 

Mercury then brought up a wooden one, which the 

Woodman owned with joy : but Mercury pleafed 

with his honefiy, not only reftored him his own, 

but gave him the two others into the bargain. The 
Woodman 
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vVoodman telling this ftory among his companions, 
one of them refolved to try the fame experiment. 
He dropt his hatchet into the ·river ; Mercury came 
to his a.ffifrance; a golden hatchet was brought up, 
and boldly owned by the fellow as his property. 
Mercury fhocked at his impudence, and fuch a bare­
faced lie, banifhed the rogue immediately from his 
prefence, telling him that he fhculd not only go 
without that hatchet, but ihould a1fo lofe his own. 

MORAL. 
Truth, focred truth, jhall Jlourijh and prevail, 
l¥hi!e all the arts of fraud and fa!jhood fail. 
The Jlimfy cheat wife judges joon defcry, 
Sure thofe will rob, who fcruple not to lie. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
No truth defcrves more frequent inculcation, though none is more clear and incontefiibJ e, than that virtue will undoubtedly profper in the main, and that vice will involve its follo·wers in certain difrrefs. A lie is, of all other vices, the furefr mark of a mean and bafe fpirit. No wickednefs c~n fubfill: without it: no good quality can thrive with it. Yet a lie is in itfelf of fo weak a nature, that it feldom requires fupernatural powers to deteCt it. It commonly betrays itfelf, and heaps confufion on its propagator and contriver. 1"'he advantages expected from it are inconfiderable, when compared to the 1hame, which is its infeparable companion. To for­feit our integrity, to have our honour blafl:ed, to be fhunned by all good men, are circumfiances of the moft affiieting nature ; and to add to our puni:fh­ment, our thin-woven fchemes are difconcerted, and the whole fuperfrruB:ure of fraud undermined, which i~ built on the fhallow bafis of a lie. 

G3 FABLE 
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FAlL LXXVII. 'The Wolves and tht 

Sick Afs. 

1
'\ N Afs being fick, it was reported all over the 

-·~ country, that he lay at the point of death. 

The\.Volves, in expeCtation of prey, went to enquir~, 

of the fon how his father did. To whom the 

yoLJng afs, replied, 11uch better than you wilh, 1 
·r 

promue you. 
J'v1 0 R A L. 

Heard you the news ? .l/lly lord is wondrous fick l 

Round bim tbe undertakers hover thick. 

lf/ith joy in fadnefs mrJk' d they join bis heir : 

.ll1J lord recovers: haw thq all rlefpair I 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 

The fureft method of determining the merit of 

an aaion is by an accurate examination of the mo­

tives, from which it is done. Cruelty fometimes 

~ffumes the form of compaffion, and malignity often 
borrm:l\'S 
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brroows the appearance of benevolence. Perhaps 
there is on no occafion more counterfeit farrow ex­
preffed, or tears lefs fincerely :fhed than on the death 
of our pretended friends and relations. Many pro­
pofe advantages to themfelves by the removal of 
another from the world, which they are glad to 
perceive a likelihood of obtaining. His heir longs 
for his efiate, one friend waits in anxious expecta­
tion of a legacy, another wants his place, and ano­
ther perhaps is jealous of his fame. In a word, if 
the kind enquiries after the fick were all to be in­
terpreted with as mt<ch franknefs, as thole in the 
f::tble, the porters of the great might commo11ly an­
fwer with the firicrefi propriety, that their n1a:fters 
were much better than was wifncd or Jefircd. 

FA B. LXXVIII. 'The Mule. 

A Certain Mule, being pampered up \Vith 
high feeding, faid within himfelf, why 

fhould not I be as good a racer as any horfe what­

ever ? My fire was a horfe, and I refemble him 

G4 m 
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in every refpect. Some time after his mailer haYinf; 

occafion to travel with great expedition, roue him 
at a furious rate ; when the poor Mule, almofl: 
jaded to death, could not help, faying; Alas! I 
remember no·N that I made a mifhke in my pedi 

gree, and that my fire was not a horfe but an AG. 

1\1 0 R A L. 
Ceafe, thou proud fool, with idle ca1·e to trace 
From Norman Will the CoNQ_yEROR your race I 
Or w.?u'd you further your defcent explore, 
Kr.ow that great \Vi:Jiam's mutber ro.-'Jas a wbore. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is cafy to bc::dr, and to promife mighty matr 

tcrs, in the hour of eafe and indolence. Many long 
:1nd laborious voyages have been taken in idea by 

~_per{ons, who have not ftirred out of their ftudies 
3ad their elbow-chairs : many towns have been 
fionned in imagination with infinite fuccefs over a 
bottle c•f wine ~ and many noble works have been 
t.:nclcrtaken and compleated with the greatcft fup­
pofeJ honour and apflau[e, by thofe who never 
attempted in faCt: to accompldh any of thtm. But 
w: .en thefe ":iin boafiers, or chimerical projeCtors, 
endeavour to put their ftrength and abilities· to the 
trial, then come the difficulties and inconveniences, 
and then they percei\·c, how unequal they are to 
fuch unclertak ings. Every art, exercifed by a ma[­
ter'y hand, fcems eafy to tho[e who behold it · 
every enterprize, conduCl:ed with fkill, and crowned 
with fuccefs, appears almofl: impoffible to have mif­
o.rried : but when either of thefe matters are at­
tempted by the inexperienced or unfkilfull, they 
toon difcover their own vain ideas and lamentable 
inf ufficiency. 

FABLE 
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FA B. LXXIX. The Thief and the Dog. 

~~~~==~~~ 

A Thief, who had broke into a houfe by night, 

was alarmed by the barking of a Dog. Fear­

ing left this noife iliould roufe the family, the Rogue 

held out a large piece of bread to the Dog, in ..order 

to quiet him. None of-your prefents for me, Fel­

low, faid the Dog, I know your tricks well enough : 

You want to fiop my mouth with a piece of bread, 

that you may not be difi:urbed in robbing my mafier 

of every thing in the houfe. 

11 0 R A L. 

H ence, 0 ye B ritijh Freeholders~ take note 

To mark the caitiff who w ould buy yew· volt': 

'Join not witb irifamy the venal tribe, 

N or jell yuur country for a paltry bribe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Nothing can alter the honefl: purpofe of him, 

who defpi[es an iuftdious bribe, and whofe mind 
G 5 IS 
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is pmof againfr temptation. He knows that the 
favours held out to him are not marks of the love 
and regard of thofe who would confer them, but 
-are meant as the price, at which he is to fell his 
honour and his virtue. His noble reiolution never 
fails to produce the happiefr effects, by preferving 
his friends and himfelf from the mifchievous projects 
]aid againfr them ; fo true is it, that Virtue is it's 
tJWn reward; while corruption and venality will in 
the end certainly bring the greatefr miferies on thofe 
and their adherents, who were fo bafe and incon­
:fiderate, as to fubjetl: themfelves to fu ture evils of 
the mofl: fatal nature for the fake of a little 
p refent profit. 

FABLE LXXX. The Man and hz's 
Wooden God. 

.. A Certain Man who had a vV ooden God in his 
houfc, prayed to him inceffantly for riches; 

but the more he prayed , the poorer he grew. At 
length, provoked by fuch repeated difappointments, 

he 
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he took the Timber Deity by the two legs, and 

dallied him with great violence againfr the pave­

ment. The Image was broken into ten thoufand 

pieces, and almoft as many pieces of gold came 

rolling out of his infide. The 1VIan, agreeably 

furprifed at the fight of fo much money, gathered 

it up with joy, faying, Now what a perverfc frick 

of Wood art thou ! who, whilil: I held thee in 

honour, wouldft be of no ufe to me, and now I 

have bruifcd thee and beat thee to a toms, ha£1: 

overwhelmed me with benefits . 

. M 0 R A L. 

Thus the old mifer, deaf to tears and pray'r.r, 

Gives not, alive, one fbi/ling to his hein : 

JoJful t./Jey hear the wretch's parting breath, 

Pour curfes on his life, and hail bis death. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Some perfons are of fuch a froward and untracr­

able difpofition, that gentlenef.s and humanity has 

no effe8: on them. All the mild arts of perfuafion 

and intreaty are exercifed in vain, or render them 

more ob{hnate and perverfe. rrhe only method 

of dealing with fuch people, is to treat them 

like brutes, and to force th~ir inclinations without 

confulting their will or their reafon. Generous 

minds are much embarrafTed, when they encounter 

tempers of this nature. They are too apt to judge 

of others by themfel ves, and to ufc the L1me means, 

which they arc confcious would work forcibly on 

their own minds. Dut when thcfe lihenl and inge­

nuous methods vvill not prevail, we ihould not fcru­

ple to have recourfc to rou;:;bcr mc;l{ures : ar~d if 

they carry any bitt rnefs along vrith them, it is not 
to 
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to be imputed to us, but to thofe, whofe fl:ubborn fpirits would not bend to our purpofes, till we had firained them almofi: till they were broken. 

FA B. LXXXI. 'I'he Creaking Wheel. 

A Coachman hearing one of the vVheels creak, cried out, Prithee, old Roundabout, what is the Reafon that you, who are the wodt wheel in my fet, make fuch a vile noife, while all the found ones .roll along in peace and quictnefs? Becaufe, replied the Wheel, the weak and the afHiB:ed always abound in peeviihnefs and complaints. 

M 0 R A L. 
Unhappy man, whofe cares find no relief, 
Know, that vain murmurs hut augment your griif: But yc, whoje happier hours roll void of pain, 
Pity the wretch, whofe forrows will complain. 

A PPL I-
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A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
There are no virtues which contribute to carry us 

through the world with more eafe to ourfelves, than 
patience and fortitude. To be perpetually Gomplain­
ing of our cares, and groaning under our difrreffes, 
argues a weak l\.1ind, and too lively a fenfe of the 

-common accidents of life. He, whofe difpofition 
inclines him to dwell with too great attention on his 
misfortunes, will lead a miferable life, and will be 
fure to carve for himfelf much trouble out of a little. Infread of finking under the weight of the 
calamities, which opprefs us, we fhould endeavour 
to furmount them ; and infread of venting wo­
manifh complaints, make ufe of vigorous efforts and 
manly refol uti on. The refl: of the world will not ea­
fily be prevailed on to intereft themfelves in our pri­
vate uneafinefs ; and are rather moved with anger 
and contempt, than pity or benevolence, by our in­
ceffant murmurs and complaints. If we give way 
to oppreffion or adverfity, and fuffer them to break 
our fpirit, we !hall conciliate no friends, but only 
add force to the !hokes of fortune, and encourage 
our oppreffors to trample us frill lower: but if we 
rife againfi: the injuries that attack us, and difplay a 
becoming fortitude, we may perhaps excite many fr iends to fecond our endeavours, and overcome 
the malice of our fortune and the defigns of our 
adverfaries. 

FABLE 
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F AB. LXXXII. The Collier and tle Fuller. 

A Collier once gave a Fuller a very preffing in­

vitation to come and live in the fame houfe 

with him. By no means, my friend, replied the 

Fuller, fuch a fcheme would be neither convenient 

nor agreeable, for whatever I had taken pains to 

render neat and clean, you would immediate!) m:1.ke 

.as black as a coal. 

M 0 R A L. 

l!/ith vice allied, however pure, 

No virtue can be long Jecure: 

Shun then the traitrejs and her wiles, 

Whate'er jhe touches jhe defiles. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Man is univerfally allowed to be an un1tative 

animal : and no theory is more fully prm ed by 

conihmt and daily experience. We rccipro ~ally 
ado t 
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adopt the fentiments and manners of each other, 
and our morals and behaviour imperceptibly take 
a tinge from our intim2te companions and affociates. 
Any perfon, at all converfant in the world, may 
commonly difcover the trade or occupation of ano­
ther even from his geftures, gait, and deportment. 
The body is not more pliant than the mind; and it 
may be colleB:ed with equal certainty from a man's 
converfation, whether he has mixed with proper 
company. We cannot therefore be too delicate in 
our choice. Our own purity will not avail us, if 
we fuffer it to incorporate with corruption; and 
virtue itfelf will lofe its nature and effence, if 
blended with wickednefs and vice. 

FA B. LXXXIII. 'l'he boafling Traveller. 

A Certain Traveller returning to his native 
country, from which he had been abfcnt fe­

veral year , boa:fted in all companies of the great 
fea s he had performed while abroad, and parti-

cularly 
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cularly that at Rhodes he had taken fuch a remark­

able leap, that no Rhodian, though they are a 

people famous jn that exen::ife, could at all vie 

with him. The ftory feeming very extravagant in 

its circumfiances, the company did not very readily 

affent to the truth of it; upon which the Traveller 

fwore that the whole city of Rhodes would bear 

witnefs to it, and co11firmed it with a thoufand 

folemn oaths and proteftations. Prithee, faid one 

of the company, have done with thefe horrible 

execrations! and inftead of them, only fuppofe this 

place to be Rhodes, and perform this famous leap 

over agam. 

- MORAL. 

Thus, Jrejh from Paris, wben the travell'd youth 

Boqfls vain atchievements at th' expence of truth, 

Bid him, to prove his exploits, drink, and dance, 

/lnd fight, in England, as he did in France. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

A lie i~ on all occafions mofi fcrupulou!Iy to be 
avoided ; not only on account of its bafenefs, but 
becaufe it is impoffible to forefee how many troubles 
it will involve hfm in that utters it. It will not 
always receive credit, and is for ever liable to Qe­
teB:ion; upon which, if caculated for wicked pur­
pofes, it will incur puniihment, and if only of a 
harmlefs and infignificant nature, will at leafi ex­
pofe us to contempt and ridicule. Vanity there­
fore, never mifiakes its end more gro!Iy, than when. 

it attempts to aggrandife itfelf by difguifing truth, 
or inventing falfhood. As the praife we demanded 

was built upon a lie, the detection of that lie 
inevitably 
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inevitably brings on reproach : And it iliould be 

confidercd, that it is very difficult to devife falfe­

hoods which cannot be confuted. 

F AB. LXXXIV. 'The Boy and his Mother. 

A Boy fiole one of his fch'oolfellows horn-books, 

and carried it home to his Mother. Good 

boy ! faid :fhe, and chucked him under the chin, 

and gave him fome gingerbread for his pains. 

Upon this the Boy perfified in pilfering, and as he 

grew up became fuch a notorious thief, that he was 

taken up, tried, call, and condemned to be hanged. 

As he was leading to execution, and his Mother 

following him in tears, having obtained leave of 

the officer to fpeak to her, he put his mouth to her 

ear, as if he was going to whifper fomething, and 

bit it quite off. The woman {creamed out, and 

he officer {hocked at this behaviour, aiked him if 

it 
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it was not fufficient tb be a thief, w:thout being 
guilty of fuch an unnatur:;t] action towards his 
Mother. Let no one wonder, faid the Boy, that I 
have done this to her, who has been the cau[e of 
my defi:ruetion ! For if my Mother had chid me 
and cha:fl:ifed me, in:fl:eacl of giving me a reward, 
when I fi:ole my fchoolfellow's horn-book, I :fhculd 
not now have been brought to the gallows for 
theft. 

l\1 0 R A L. 
Fathers and mothers I train your chifdrens' youtb 
To virtue, honour, honifly, and truth; 
Dreadjuff! to bring about your child's damnatio11, 
.dnd give your fons a Tyburn education. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We are not fufficiently fenfible of the danger of 

the fidl: aCls of vice. When we have once thrown 
down the fence of hone:fl:y and virtue, it is impof­
fible to forefee how far we may be led into wicked­
nefs. 'fhe fir:fl: deviations from found morali ty are 
therefore to be firiB:ly watched, and moil feverely 
puni:fhed, that we may fee the precipice on which 
we frand, and whither fuch a conduct will carry us. 
No one, however ,profligate and abandoned, was 
ever c;ompletely wicked at firfi:. The approaches to 
vice, as well as to virtue and to perfection in the po­
lite arts, are made by degrees. The leafi: tence ncy 
to vice :fhould therefore be checked, with uncom­
mon attention, in a child ; and his mind lhould be 
formed fiudioufly to virtue, while it yet remains pli­
ant and Rexible. If, on the contrary, the petty 
rogueries of his childhood are winked at or en­
couraged, the actions of his 1 iper age mu:fl: almofi: 
neceifarily be moR flagrantly atrociou~. He will 

increafe 
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increafe in wickfdnefs, as he grows in years, and 

will incur a fatal punifnment in his ftate of man­

hood, by having efcaped a flight correction when 

a boy. 

FABLE LXXXV. 

'!'he Afs and the Lion hunting. 

T HE Afs and the Lion once went out together 

on a party of hunting, having concerted 

their method of fecuring their prey after the fol­

lowing manner. The Afs, conce;;ding himfelf in 

a thicket, lifted up his hideous voice, and made a 

moft horrible braying. The beafis, alarmed at a 

noife fo tremendous and unufual, fprung up with 

terror and amazement, and ran into the jaws of 

the Lion, who being pofted advantageoufly for that 

purpofe, immediately fiezed them, and killed them. 
After 
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After the de:fhutl:ion of a good many of them, 

- the Afs came forth, and afked the Lion boafting, 
Have not I behaved gloriou!1y? Did I not make a 
moll: frightful noife ? Very frightful indeed, replied 
the Lion, and I do not know, whether I fhould 
not have been terrified rnyfelf, if I had not known 
that you was an Afs. 

M 0 R A L. 
Big words and bllffiring founds alarm the a·oud, 
Dupes to the mere tongue-valiant and the loud; 
But fear oft lurks beneath the empty boajl, 
And rank'!ft cowards ever threaten mrft. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Few virtues produce more hypocrites than the fingle quality of courage. Men will often frankly confefs fome vices, but no perfon cares to own himfelf a coward, but perhaps :lhelters his pufilla­nimity under the veil of affumed bravery. Hence noify bullies make the very femblance of a virtue which they want, their protetlion ; and by fierce looks and high boafts fometimes terrify much braver fpirits than themfelves. But they, who are ac­quainted with the timidity of thefe mock heroes, only amufe themfelves with their empty noifc and ridiculous parade; and cannot but laugh, if thefc abjeCt wretches ever prefume to claim to them­felves any lhare of the glory refu!ting from great actions. 

FABLE 



JE S 0 P 's F A B L E S. 141 

FAB. LXXXVI. The Senfible Afs. 

A Certain man, leading ~n Afs, was alarmed 
by the found of the approaching en~my : 

upon which he turned towards ·the Afs with great 
impatience, afking him why he did not move wit!l 
more hafie, and adding, that if he did not mend 
his pace, they fhould certainly be taken. Suppofe 
we fhould, replied the Afs, I ._fhall only carry 
burdens, as I do at prefent. 

M 0 R A L. 
The man that is poor may be void of ali care., 
If there's nothing to hope, he has nothz'ng to fear: 
lf/hether flocks rife or fall, or whate' er be the news, 
He is Jure not to win, and has nothing to loft. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The lowefi fituation has its peculiar comforts and 

conveniences, and if it fhares not in the fplendor of 
proiperity, it is alfo free from its cares and anxieties. 

In 
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In fuch a fituation, the capricioufnefs of chance 

cannot be feared, becaufe any reverfe of fortune 

mufr be in our favour ; and as to the convulfions 

of the frate, they cannot affeB: our private happinefs, 

but mufr necdfarily leave us in our original poverty. 

No earthly, advantage can fubfifr without its attend­

ant difquietudes. Riches, power, beauty, fame, 

have each their feveral inconveniences annexed to 

them ; and if we lofe the bleiling, we are alfo fure 

to efcape its dependant misfortune. Let not there­

fore any man repine at his fituation ; fince hap­

pinefs is perhaps more equally diftributed than is 

generally imagined, and whoever is difappointed in 

his views of elevation and greatnefs, is fheltered like­

wife from the folicitude that difrurbs the rich, and 

proteB:ed from the perils that wait on the ambitious. 

FA B. LXXXVII. '!'he Ape and the Fox. 

A N Ape once befeechecl a haughty young F ox 

to b frow on him fome fmall portion of her 

builiy tail to cover his po:fteriors. T o you, m<tdam 
faid 
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faid he, fo much of it is rather inconvenient, 
whereas the furplus of it would be of infinite ufe 
and credit to me. Perhaps it might, anfwered the 
Fox, but if I had ever fuch a redundancy of tail, I 
would rather fweep the kennel with it, than fuffer 
the leaH: part of it to be employed in covering the 
filthy backftde of an Ape. 

M 0 R A L. 

Doat not, ye wealthy, on the crouded chifl, 
Nor laugh to fcorn the cries of the dfilrdt ! 
Give, fr·eely give, the Jurplus of your jiore 
To cloath the naked, and to feed the poor. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
Charity is the duty of the rich, who lliould con~ 

fider themfel ves in great meafure as nothing more 
than the fl:ewards of the poor and needy. To deny 
dlms to the indizent, ·and relief to the difl:refr; 
argues a mind unworthy of the favours of providence, 
as it is unthankful to heaven for its benefits. The 
man, who has large poffeffions, has it in his power 
to make himfelf univerfally beloved. Riches, in the 
hand of a generous man, are a bleffing to the com­
munity; they are, like light and rain, a diffuiive 
good in which the public are partakers : but wealth, 
when it fall::; to the !hare of thofe, who want hu· 
manity and benevolence, ferves only as an infl:ru­
ment of mifchief, or at bell: produces no advan­
tage to the refi: of mankind. Let the wealthy 
therefore refleCt, that the treafures, which they 
enjoy, were not given them merely to gratify their 
pleafures or to fofier their avarice, but in order to 
enable them to difpenfe the good things of this 
world to their fellow- creatures ; that they might 

fufil! 
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fulfill the will of heaven, and, like guardian ~ngeJg 

commlffioned by the almighty, iliower bleffings on 

the reft of mankind. 

FABLE LXXXVIII. 

'I'he Ant and the Grafshopper. 

0 N E day, in the midfr of winter, when a neft 

of Ants were laying out their corn in the fun, 

a Grafshopper came up to them, and begged they 

would have the charity to give him a grain of wheat 

to keep him from ftarving. The Ants afked him 

how he had employed his fummer, that he 'vas 

now fo poor and deftitute. I fpent all the fum­

mer, faid the Grafshopper, in finging to divert 

the .travellers as they paffed along. 0, replied 

an old Ant with a fneer, if you fpent all the fum­

mer in finging for the amufement of travellers~ 
yon 
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JOU had beft dance all the winter to keep yourfelf 
from ftarving with cold. 

MORAL. 
0 now, while health and vigour Jlill r.emaz"tt, 
'fOil, toil, my lads, to purchafe honefl gain ! 
Sbun idle,nefs I jhun pleafure' s tempting fnare ! 
.A youth of revels breeds an age_ of care. 

A P P L I C -A T I 0 N. 
There is fcarce any object, that excites more 

melancholy refleCtions in the breafrs of humane and 
fenfible people, than a young man of .lively parts 
and hopeful expeCtations plunging into riot an~ 
debauchery. The happinefs of the latter part of 
our lives depends very much on our conduct at firfr, 
and when the fervour of youth js a little abated~ 
and the paffions begin to fubfide, how many have 
bewailed their early intemperance and imprudence, 
which brought on the miferies, with which they 
frruggle in their old age. As the whole period of 
our exifrence here is nothing more than . a prepara­
tion for futurity, in like manner, every frage of our 
lives fhould be regarded as a preparation for that 
which is to follow it. The good child makes the 
fi:udious boy ; the hopeful lad ripens into the ac­
complifued man ; . and both our youth and riper 
years iliould be employed in a diligent cultivation of 
our minds and our fortunes, that we may enfure w 
ourfelves affluence and honour in our old age. 

H FABLE 
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F AB. LXXXIX. :the Dog in the Ma~ger. 

'AS a Dog was lying at his eafe in a manger 

full of hay, an Ox came up, and offered to 

eat fome of it. But the Dog raifing himfelf up 

began to fnarl and growl at the poor Ox, and would 

not fuffer him to tafie a bit. Now, confound thee, 

faid the Ox, for an envious cur, who wilt neither 

eat the hay thyfelf nor fuffer me to eat it. 

M 0 R A L. 

Tbus hangs the mifer o'er his ufelefs pe!f, 

G1·udges to others bread, and Jlarves himfelf. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Selfifhnefs and ill-nature make thofe, who are 

overrun with them, difagreeable to themfelves, and 

odious to flthers. They neither enjoy any com­

forts themfelves, nor communicate any to their 

fellow-creatures, but rather fit, 1ikrt an evil genius, 
to 
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to ddhoy the means of happinefs. It is no wonder 
that fuch perfons fhOt~ld meet with univerfal re­
proach; avoided, as the pefis of fociety, by the 
rich, and cudl, a~ the authors of oppreffion, by 
the poor. we cannot therefore too diligently ex­
tirpate thefe vices from our minds, endeavouring 
to ingraft on them the virtues of benevolence and 
humanity, and confidering His glorious example, 
whofe eye was always turned with compaffion on 
the affiiB:ed and difir ft, whofe ear was never fnut 
againfi the complaints of the unhappy, whofe 
hand was ever open to relieve the miferies of man­
kind, and who went about DOING GooD. 

FAB. XC. The Afs and the Little Dogo 

A Frolickfome Little Dog was- the favourite of 
his mafrer, and made much of by the whole 

family. The Afs, feeing this, lamented his own 
lot, that the Dog ihould be fed at his mafter's 
table, and fu:oked and fondled by every body, fm 

H 2 nothing 
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nothing but play and idlenefs; while he was roaded 

with heavy burdens,. beaten,. kept working from 

morning to night, and yet was the object of general 

averfian. If, faid he, yon little puppy procures 

aU thefe advantages from playing and frifking 

about, why ihould not I be as playful and frolick­

fome as he is? Accordingly, the Afs determined to 

try the experiment; and in the evening, when his 

mafier came home, the clumfy beafi: ran brifkly up 

to him, aukwardly wagging his long tail, and leap­

ing againfi him with his hard hoofs. The mafier, 
difpleafed at thefe extraordinary liberties, immedi­

ately called out to his fervants, and the filly Afs 
was foundly cudgelled for his gamefome behaviour. 

M 0 R A L . 
./lim not, y-c rujlicks, at their graceful eafe, 

· Whofe mirth delights, whofe very follies pleafe! 

Clowns that, like wits, with courtiers trijle, judge ill, 

.lind oft receive, injlead of praife, a cudgel. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
No character is more difficult to affume with 

fuccefs than that of an agreeable trifler; nor can 
any failure or mifcarriage render us more contemp­
tible or .ridiculous. He that fits down with 
a refolation to be witty or entertaining, be 
things as they may, will certainly be very foolifu. 
'rhere is a certain native mirth, improved by edu­
cation and polite fociety, which it is impoffib1e for 
perfons of a faturnine temper, deprived perhaps of 
the advantages of a genteel converfation, ever to 
attain. Whenever fuch people pretend to indulge 
themfelves in fallies of wit, and to entertain the 
company with ftrokes of humour, their aukward 

merriment 



.IE &- 0 P 's F A B L E S. 14~ merriment may, indeed, excite laughter; but our fmil es will proc~ed from contempt, inftead of fa­tisfaction or anoLufe. Let no man therefore at-• 1 tempt an art, for which nature has difqualified him, and in which he is unverfed; fince it requires fome uncommon talents, and many elegant accom-' plifhments, even to play the fool with gracefulnefs and addrefs. 
. 

FA B. XCI. 'The Two Crabs. 

I T is the nature of Crabs to go backward. Prithee now, faid a· mother Crab one day to her fon, Walk forward, child, as you ought to do. With all my heart, mother, replied the young Crab, ihew me the way, and I'll follow you. 
11 0 R A L. 

Children perfue their parents' paces, As like in aaions as in faces : 
And if Mama jirji lead the way, No wonder Mifs jhould go qflray. 

H 3 APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Example will commonly overcome precept; and 

it is in vain to infl:ru8: our children to walk by one 

rule, if we ourfelves go by another. Whenever 

they are blamed fDr mifcondutl:, they have always 

the ready excufe of our own behaviour to plead a­

gainfl: liS ; allured that -if we are in the right, 

they cannot poffibly be in the wrong. Parents, 

therefore, who are defirous of working an effeB:ual 

reformation in the:i.r children, fhould begin by mak­

ing a vHible amendment in themfelves. 

FA B. XCII, 'I'he Bear and the Beehives. 

A l3ear ftung by a Bee, was fo enraged with the 

p::tin, that he r, n his head among the Bee­

hives in revenge, and begun to pull them to pieces 

"vith his paws. The who.e commonwealth of Bee 

immediately rufhed out, and fafiening themfelves 

upon him, darted their little flings into him, till the 

great 
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great Beafr roared out with the fmart and anguifh, 
which they occafioned. Having got rid of them 
at lafr, he muttered to himfelf iomething to this 
purpofe. Ah, Bruin, how much more prude.nt 
would it have been in thee to have born the fr,ing 
of one Bee quietly, than by thy anger -and im­
patience to have drawn upon thyfelf the fury of 
the whole Hive. 

M 0 R A L. 
Better from one to bear a flight rJtacl, 
Than bring a fwarm of foes upon your hack. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
An impatient temper leads us into infinite 

troubles ; and it is undoubtedly more advifeable to 
put up with final! injuries, than to refent them 
with to0 much fenfibility. When we are once en­
gaged in controverfies and difputes, it is difficult to 
forefee to what lengths they may be carried ; ancl 
when we have excited one enemy, who can tell 
how many more will unexpectedly rife up againft 
us? Men are fo conneeted with each other by in­
tereft or affection, that it is fcarce poffible in the 
nature of things for us to create a fingle enemy, 
who will not draw on a legion of more formidable 
adverfaries. Affront a divine, a lawyer, or a phy­
fician, in relation to their feveral occupations, ten 
to one but the general cry is foon raifed : the 
whole body of the clergy, the whole herd of lawyers, 
all the doetors of the faculty will be up in arms a­
gainfi you ; they will confider the infult as an af­
front offered to their profeffion in the perfon of their 
fellow-practitioner, and will not fail to hunt you 
dowr as a heretick, an outlaw, and an empirick. 

H4 FABLE 
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F A B. X CITI. The Shepherd and the Sea. 

A Shepherd, who fed his Rock near the Sea fide, 

as he fat on the iliore one calm day, was fo 

wonderfully taken with the fmoothnefs and tran­

quillity of the Ocean, that he felt an invincible 

defire to put to fea, and immediately fold all his 

iheep, and embarked all his little frock in one ven­

ture. He had not proceeded far on his voyage 

before the Battering appearance of the water was 

entirely changed; the winds blew fo furioufly, and 

the waves ran fa high, that the ibip was with dif­

ficulty faved, hy throwing the whole cargo over­

board. Thus ruined and undone, the poor Shep­

herd was obliged to return to his former occu­

pation, with the melancholy difference of feeding 

other people's :fheep infiead of his own. How­

ever, at length, his care and frugality enabled him 

to 
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to purchafe another flock; and while he was tend­
ing them, as he did his firfi:, on the Sea-1hore, 
one of his companions took notice of the beautiful 
calmnefs of the Water. Ay, faid the Shepherd, 
it appeared juft in this manner when it deceived 
me before, but let the face of the Sea look ever 
fo flattering, it 1hall never tempt me to truft to 
its mercy any more. 

M 0 R A L. 
" The man, diJPleas'd with his own pqjl, 
" lf/ho, led by lucre's jeljijh calf, 
" Trujls to the feas his little all, 

" Oft ctJunts without his hqjl, 
'' And rifes but to fall. 

" Thus he who leaves bis quiet feat, 
" In hopes at court to grow mure great, 
'" His Jolly, when too late, will find, 
" To trujl to courts or to the wind! 

A P P L l C A T I 0 N. 
A wavering mind will always fubjeCl: us to in­

numerable calamities; .calamities to which no ad­
verfe fortune ever could expofe us. He who is 
comfortably fettled, fhould be very cautious how he 
alters his !ituation, :md wantonly commits his hap­
pincfs to the power of fortune. He fhould not 
fuffer his mind to be tempted by feeming advanta­
ges, or railily venture the acqui!itions of his whole 
life on any new project. A man, who lives re­
tired from the world, cannot be acquainted with 
the inconveniencies attending the fituation of many, 
whom he looks upon with envy ; and if he at­
tempts to throw himfelf into their way of life, he 

H s ·will 
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will mofi: probably mifcarry through inexperience : 
;at leafi: he will dif~over many latent miferies in 
that fituation which he contemplated with adm ira­
tion at a difrance, or perhaps repent too late th e 
unfleadinefs of his difpof:ition, and the cravings of 
his avarice, which have plunged him in mifery and 
want, inftead of adding to his happinefs, or in~ 
creafing his wealth. 

F A B . XCIV. '!'he one-eyed Doe. 

[~ Doe, that had loft an eye, grazed upon the 
..I.. 1\. fea-fhore, keep:ng the eye that was left con­
itantl~r turned towards the land, for fear of the 
hunters, and turned the other fide towards the fea, 
fufpeccing no harm from thence. In the midft; 
of thefe precautions, a poacher, t king boat, came 
flily round by the fea , and :ihot her. The poor 
Doe fdl, uttering thr:fe words: Ah me! From 
~~:1t <t:' 'J.rter whence I clieadccl danger mofi:~ I 

fL: t ··::·} 
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fuffered nothing; and have received my dea.th from 

that part, whence I imagined no attack could 

be made, 

M 0 R A L. 

The man whom we fear, and Jvjpell for a cheat, ' 

Can ~ardly delude us with art tmd deceit; 

But he, in whofe faith we fecurely confide, 

May come round with impunity on our blind fide. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Security is our moft dangerous and fatal enemy; 

and we fu.fFer more frequently by unexpected ac­

cidents, than by th~fe means, which we dreackd 

mofi. Our fear induces us to make ufe of vigi·­

lance and caution, which are commonly our be!l: 

prefervatives from evil; but when once our ap­

prehenfions are lulled to refi, we take no care to 

guard againfi accidents, or to defend ourfelves from. 

the attacks of an enemy. vVe fhould not, it is 

true, encourage in ourfdves the flavi.fh principle of 

fear; yet we £hou1d keep our attention equally a­

wake on every fide, and act with circumfpectiGn, 

though not influenced hy cowardice. It is no un­

common thing for people, not otht:rwife impru­

dent, to take it for granted, that there is no danger 

from one particular quarter; thereby laying, them­

felves open to the ficklenefs of chance, or the de­

ceitfulnefs of pretended friends and confidants. 

But a wife man will confider, that fortune is, in no 

infiance whatever, to be fecurely trufied; and that 

it is feldom fafe to place an unlimited confidence in 

any human creature. 

FABLE 
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FAB. XCV. :fhe Kid and the Wolf. 

A Kid, being mounted upon a high ilied, faw a 
· Wolf below, and took that opportunity of 
affronting him with the foul eft reproaches. Peace! 
:firrab, faid the Wolf, I impute thefe reproaches 
not to your own bravery, but to the place which 
fhelters your infolence. 

M 0 R A L. 
Praud of his new commijfion and cockack, 
rhe jlripling Enjign jiruts on the parades 
And w./Jile his cane hangs o'er the vet'ran's head, 
Derives his c~urage from his coat of red. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The infolence of wretches in office is one of the greateft provocations ever given to a generous mind. The indignation, naturally arifing from the infult, is aggravated by the meannefs . of 

h.1m 
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him that offers it; and as we ·cannot brook with patience the grofs affronts offered to us, it inflames our anger ftill more, when we find the abject crea­
ture proteB:ed by power and authority from our re­fentment. But thefe emotions, however natural, fliould, for the fake of our own quiet, be repreffed; and our uneafinefs and indignation fhould be con­verted into contempt. We fhould fortify our minds againft the poffibility of provocation from fuch low animals ; and fhould confole ourfelves with con­fidering, that they dare not tempt our anger thus far, if their fituation did not fcreen them from its fury. 

FAB. XCVI. Cf'he Jack and the Mullet. 

A Jack was by the force of the frream carried 
down a river into the fea ; where he began 

immediately to boaft of his high nobility, and held 
all the fea-filh in the utmoft contempt. A fine red 
:rviullet, who fwam near him, offended at his 
infolence, faid thus. You are a faucy 'Jack, and 

give 
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give yourfelf a great many airs : but if you was 

taken in company with a Mullet, and carried to 

market, you might . foon judge of your nobiHty 

:ilnd worth ; I fhould b~ ferved up to the tables 9f 

the great, and you would be devoured by the vulgar1 

MORAL. 

Boqjt not your titles and your birth, 

But refi your fame on real worth: 

lPhat boots your blood? there is more good in 

The blood~ thai's in a good black-pudding. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

When we go among £hangers, we :fhoulcl be cau­

tious not to give them a bacl impre.ffion of us, and 

partrcularly not to offend them by haughtinefs and 

fupercilious behaviour. It may very probably hap­

pen, that we are in company with perfons, who 

are in every refpeB: our fuperiors; among whom 

we ought at leafi: to conduct ourfelves with decency 

and civility. Contempt of others is founded on our 

high opinion of ourfelves, which however we often 

entertain without any good reafon; and no one will 

excufe this partiality in favour of our own excellent 

qualities, when we are fo unwilling to extend it to 

thole of other people. He mufi: have a very fcttled 

complacency in his own merit, who is fun: at firft 

fight, that every body he fees is infinitely hi;, infe­

rior; and whenever he betrays this r1(;; culous 

pride and vanity in his converfation, he will {i:ldom 

fail to meet with fome, W~10 will refent r.is imper­

tinence, and convince him of his folly and in­

fignificance. 

FABLE 
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FA B. XCVII. 7'he Fowler and the Lark~ 

AF owler having taken a Lark in a fnare, the 
poor Bird could not help deploring his hard 

fate in the following manner. Unhappy that I am! 
While the eagle, the hawk, :and the vulture deal 
ddl:ruetion, unpuni:!hed, to all the birds in the air, I 
£hall lofe my life for taking a fingle grain of corn. 

1v1 0 R A L. 
The needy culprit, that attempts to )leal 

Your purje, the 7Jengeance of the law foal/ feel; 
But he, that robs his country, is fo great, 
None dare arraign the minifler of }late. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Corruption is fo interwoven in our natures, that 

it is fure to make its way into all flates, under 
ev ry form of governme:1t. The form indeed 
may be perfeCt in th ory, but while kingdoms 

muft 
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muft be filled with human creatures, fuch perfec­
tion can never be reduced to practice. Interefl: 
will always have great fway in low and unprincipled 
minds and while the vices of the vulgar are 
feverely puni:fhed, j ufiice will fometimes ftrain hard 
to wink at the offences of the great and powerful. 
However, let no one, who violates the law, refi his 
defence on this plea; for, though injuries, commit­
ted by his fuperiors, ought not to efcape with im­
punity, yet his own crimes neverthelefs deferve 
punifhment. Hence we may alfo draw a hint, not 
at all unworthy of our attention, to endeavour to 
preferve our own integrity unfhak~n in the midfi 
of iniquity, and to fhew ourfelves unfiained by the 
corruption of the times. 

FA B. XCVIII. Jupiter and the A[s. 

A N Afs belonging to a farmer, who gave him 
much wmk, and little meat, prayed Jupiter 

to let him have another mafier. Jupiter configned 
him to a tyler; with whom the Afs finding that he 

lacoured 
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.laboured frill harder, in carrying heavy loads of clay, 

bricks and tyles, petitioned Jupiter to cbange his 

place of fervitude once more. Upon this., Jupiter 

made him over to a Tanner. Here the Afs, being 

worfe fed, and more cruelly treated than he had ever 

been before, and daily beholding the nature of his 

new mailer's employment, could not help exclaim­

ing in this manner. Fool that I was, to leave milder 

mailers to come to this tyrant, who not only makes 

my life miferable, but who, I perceive, will eveu . 

belabour my hide after I am dead ! 

MORAL. 

crht man whofe fi:kle mind with rlifcontent 

Is ever wav'ring, and on changes bent, 

Give him his wijh, he needs no greate-r curfe 
Than ·change from good to bad, fi ·om bad to wor.fo. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

No leffon is more frequently inculcated in the 
courfe of thefe fables, than that we ihould be con­
tent with our own fi.tuation, and that innumerable 
calamities attend any ra.fh attempt to alter our con­
dition. It is indeed hardly poffible to enforce any 
rule, which is of more confequence to the happi­
nefs of our lives, or more n~ceffary to a prudent re­
gulation of our conduCt. Every fi:ation has it's 
inconveniencies, and it is better to bear with thofe 
which we are accufi:omed to endure, and of which 
we know the utmofi: extent, than by aiming at the 
feeming advantages of another way of life, to fubjeCl: 
ourfelves alfo to it's miferies, which may perhaps be 
greater than thofe which we groan under at prefent. 
There is a fi:range propenfity in our nature for every 
man to fuppofe his own lot to 1->e the mofr mifer-

- ~~ 
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able, and therefere each conc1 udes that any change 
mufi be for the better; a ridiculous notion, of the 
faHlwod of which it is very unhappy to be too 
late convinced by woeful experience. 

FABLE. XCIX. 

The Jack-:Daw and the Pigeons. 

A Jack-Daw, feeing the Pigeons in an adjacent 
dove-houfe to be well-fed and taken care of, 

whitened his feathers, and went among them, dif­
guifed like a Pigeon, in order to enjoy the fame 
benefits. He remained for fame little time filent 
and undifcovered, but as foon as he began to chatter, 
the Pigeons immediately deteCted him to be an ar­
rant Daw, and drove him out as a cheat. He then 
made the beft of his way to his brother Daws 
again ; but they, not knowin~ him in mafquerade, 

drove 
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t1rove him out likewife: Co that by e!)deavouring to 

iecure himfelf a fettlement with two parties, he 

was ii.nally admitted by neither. 

M 0 R A L. 

So Jares the patriot, that, now in, now -()Uf, 

From court to country iften veers about ; 

''T·ill neither for the turncoat care a fig, 

lVhom whigs "'" tory, and whom tories whig. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 

Our choice of parties fhould be determined by 

confcience and principle ; and when that choice is 

once made, nqthing but the !110ft cogent reafons, 

drawn from the ftritl:eft notions of honour and 

integrity, fhould induce us to defert it. But he that, 

for the fake of advancing his intereft, or induced 

by any felfiili views, leaves his old friends, and goes 

over to another party, merits the fcorn and con­

tempt of both, and indeed feldom meets with the 

confidence of either. Perions of fuch unfi:eady prin­

ciples are commonly regarded with jealous eyes: 

Notwithihnding their pretence of having been 

brought into this meafure from .a thorough convic­

tion of their former error, their fincerity is frill 

doubted ; and they are common1y imagined to have 

been rather influenced by private views, than by a 

defire of promoting the publick welfare. It has 

more than once happened, that a mean trimmer of 

this fort has become the object of univerfal hatred 

ami derifion, and been deiiJifed and negleCted by 

parties of all denominations. 

FABLE 
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FA B. C. Cf'he Sow aud the Bitch. 

A Bitch was once boafiing to a Sow, that :!he brought more young ones into the world at a litter than any other four-footed animal. Ay, replied the Sow, but then you are in fuch a violent hurry, that you bring your puppies into the world nine days before they can fee. 
rvr 0 R A L. 

Boqji not tbe numerous produCts of your brain, Conceiv'd with rapture, though not born in pain! But know, to check your pride, pert Jcribbling fry ! The brats, fo quickly born, as quickly die. 
A P P L I C A T I 0 N. To6> much hafte and precipitation are to be care­fully avoided in all our undertakings ; but the mean­ing of this fable feems to point fo diretlly at authors, that it is almofi impoffible to mifs fuch a natural and obvious application of it. Thefe gentlemen are in­deed unpardonable, when they obtrude their hafiy compofltions on the publick, without having ma-

turel 



lE S 0 P , s F A B L E S. 16 5 
turely formed their plan, and duly weighed every part of their performance,, endeavouring to render it -as perfeB: as they are abfe, and to obviate, as far as poffible, all objeCtions, that may be raifed againft it. He who writes a great deal, mufr neceffarily write very incorreCtly, and publifh his works, be­fore they are made worthy of the perufal of men of letters. In thefe times, books are not written, but manufaCtured, under the direCtion of thofe heavy tafk-mafters, the bookfellers ; in whofe opinion, he is the ablefr writer, who puts his works Otlt of hand with the mofr notable expedition. The prefs groans under the weight of daily, weekly, and monthly publications, defigned, conceived, and executed with equal rapidity, to the equal honour of the hireling fcribbler, and the fuperior genius, whe pla1med the noble fcheme, the bookfeller. 

FA B. CI. '/he Fox and the Boar. 

AF ox feeing a 13oar ferioufly employed in whet­
ting his tufks againfr a tree ; faid to him, How now, what do you mean by thefe formidable 

preparations ? 
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prep~ratiom ? You are fcouring up your old rufiy 

armour, when there is no enemy. Perhaps fo, re­

plied the Boar, but I thought you had fenfe enough 

to know, that it is a good thing to be prepared againfr 

the worfr that can happen. 

M 0 R A L. 

Wife are the people, who in peace prepare 
Their fleets and armies for the diflant war ; 
Who ne'er z'n treaties and convmtions trlfll, 

Nor leave the fword, though it be jheath'd, to rt!ft. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Many evils and calamities may fall fuddenly oN. 
thofe perfons, who make no provifion againfi un­
toward accidents. Su<:h negligence and remiffi1efs 
leaves them open to the attacks of their enemies, 
who may, at any time, be fure of fucceeding in any 
defigns againfr them, by watching a favourable op­
portunity of taking them by furprize. One of the 
main b1·anches of prudence is to look forward to 
probable contingencies, and thence to make ufe of 
the propereft precautions to ward off any misfortunes, 
likely to arife from them. To be taken unawares, 
like drunken foldiers afleep on their pofi:s of duty, 
is unbecoming the character of a man of fenfe a d 
refleCl:ion ;. befides that, by being totally di Ccon­
certed with fudden terror and amazement, we ar 
unable to collect our faculties in an infl-ant, and are 
born down by flight difficulties, from which \Vc 

might otherwife have extricated ourfelves with eafc 
and addrefs : for he that expects the approach of 
evils will not be difmayed, and he that is prcparec..l to 
encounter them, is moft likely to overcome them. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CII. TheW olf and the Kid. 

A Goat going out to feed fhut up the Kid at 
home, charging him to open the door to no­

body, till her return. Soon after her departure, 
the Wolf, who had overheard thefe orders, knocked 
at the door, and imitating the Goat's voice, com­
manded it to be opened. Knock again, faid the 
Kid difcovering the deceit, for though you fpeak 
like a Goat, I can fee plain enough through the 
window that you are an arrant Wolf. 

NI 0 R A L. 

Sweet mifs ! when lift alone, no guardian nigh, 
If tbus the lrru.er fawn, and cant, and lie, 
0 call mama's advife to your a.[{!fiance, 
And keep the fly diffimbler at a d!fiance ! 

APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Since deceit and hypocrify fo much prevails among 

all ranks of mankind, it is no wonder that crafty 
and ii~l-meaning people fhould watch every opportu­
nity to ·entrap the innocent and unwary; and as it is 
particularly the nature of youth, to aCt openly them­
felves, they are not apt to fufpetl: others, and con­
fequently are liable to fraud and impofition. Y ow1g 
perfons therefore cannot be too much upon their 
guard againft the artifices of defigning people. Every 
beautiful woman is furrounded by men, who would 
undermine her virtue, and every man of fortune is 
befet with rogues and lharpers. At their firft fetting 
out in life, while they are yet young and inexperi­
enced, thefe artfu~ villains, get about them, and 
under fpecious pretences of affection and regard, 
often effect the ruin of the weak and infufpicious 
of both fexes. It fhould therefore be duly confi­
dered by thofe who ,are j ufr beginning .to make their 
way in the world, that their parents are capable of 
giving them advice of the utmoft confequence to 
their fliture welfare. They fhould not be too con­
fident in their own ftrength and wifdom, which have 
never b.een put to the trial ; or giddily deride the 
fage maxims, earnefily and affeB:ionately inculcated 
.by their friends and relations ; but rather by paying 
due attention and deference to fuch kind monitors, 
enfure their own happinefs, fafely defended from the 
temptations of paffion, and the fnares of artifice. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CIII. 'The Goat and the Lion. 

A Lion, feeing a Goat walking on a high rock, 
advifed him to defcend from that difagreeable 

fituation, and take his pleafure in the green meadow. 
Perphaps I !hould, replied the Goat, if you was 
not there; but I kr10w very well that your advice is 
not given for the fake of my good, but merely to 
have an opportunity to gratify your <;>wn voracious 
appetite. 

M ·o R A L. 
Whatever it be, be fw·e you tbink twice, 
E'er you venture to follow a jlrange1·' s advice: 
Though be feem to confider your we!fare alone, 
Never doubt 'tir at leqfi with a glance at his own. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Sincerity is fo rare a virtue, that a certain degree 

of fufpicion is hardJy to be accounted a vice. 
Warm profeffions of friend!hip iliould not be tJo 

I much 
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much relied on, and we ihould confider ferioufiy 
whether they ought not to awaken our caution, 
rather than excite our gratitude. A difinterefied 
advifer is indeed a very valuable friend; but when 
the·' advice feems more calculated for the benefit and 
advantage of him who gives it, than of him that 
receives it, we fhould look on fuch falfe friencHhip 
wi:th [corn, and rejeCt fuch dangerous advice. 

FAB. CIV. Tf?e.Ape and .the Fox. 

ONCE upon a time the beafis had a ball, at 

whicn the Ape difl:ingui!hed himfelf fo remark­

ably in dancing, that they immediately chofe him 

for their king. The Fox, difgufied at the new mo­

narch, having feen a trap not far off baited with 

fleih, led the Ape thither, telling him that it was 

a treafure, of which he thought himfelf in duty 

bound to acquaint his majefry, to whom it belonged 

;~s a part of his royalty. The Ape, fkipping nim-
bly 
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bly to feize the treafure, found himfelf caught in a 
trap, and accufed the fox of treachery and difloyalty~ 

An't pleafe your majefiy, replied the Fox laughing, 

wh,en apes are created kings, the throne itfelf makes 

them ~s ridiculous as a trap. 

!¥1 0 R A L. 
lf/hen nations rai[e' an ideot to the -throne, 

He jhews the people's weaknefi and his own. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The exaltation· of folly and weakne!S, only ferves 

to render it more confpicuous. A fool may fieal 
unnoticed along the fiJent walks of life, butwh€n he 
is placed in the midft of fplendor and -dignity, his 
grandeur fits fo eminently ridiculous upon him, that 
we imagine him to be ph1.ced there, like the monkey 
in the temple, rather to be mocked, than worihip· 
ped and adored. Ignoranc;e, therefore, and folly, 
as well as vice, is particularly inexcufable in the 
great. The eyes of the refr of mankind are all 
t1.1.med upon them; we look up to them for infiruc­
tion and example, and their deficiency in morals, 
never fails to move our contempt and indignation. 
It is not a King alone, to whom this fable is di­
rected, but to every - perfon of fuperior rank and 
dignity, admoni!hing them to render themfelves 
worthy ornaments of their exalted fiations, by the 
encouragement of arts and fciences, anJ the pro­
motion of \'irtue. 

I 2 FABLE 
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FAB. CV. The Fir-tree and the Bramble. 

'ALofty Fir-tree, proud of his dignity, is faid 
· once to have exprefied himfdf with great con-

tempt of the Brambles ; boafiing that he was tall and 
fiately, that he provided furniture for magnificent 
apartments, and mafis for the noblefi vefiels : but 
that Brambles were low and contemptible, mean, 
and good for nothing. True, haughty Fir, faid 
a Bramble jufr beneath him, but when the ax comes 
to be laid at your root, how defirous will you be to 
~hange conditions with the vilefr ihrub in the fore!l: ! 

MORAL. 
Minions if fortune, pillars if the )late, 
Round your exalted heads what tempijls low' r ! 
Whili peace fecure, and /oft contentment wait 
On the calm manfions if the humble poor. 

APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N-. 
Pride is the moft odious, and mofr improper for 

mankind, of alL vices. Where is th~ great difference 
between one man and another, that any one fuould 
think himfelf fo fuperior to his fellow-creatures, and 
affeCt: to look down on them with contempt and 
difdain? Let him who exults in his wealth and 
greatnefs refleCt, that his triumphant fituafion ex~ 
pofes him to many misfortune-s, from which the mfan 
and needy are exempted. He is the butt of enry. 
the mark of malice, and the prey of the deflgning 
knave and open robber. A time may come, when hi3 
honours will prove fnares, to convert his gl ory into 
!hame; and when, in fpite of hiS< pride_, he will be 
tempted to wiili for the poverty of the wretch he 
defpifed, for the fake of enjoying the fame fecurity . 

F AB. CVI. :tbe Parrot and bt"s Cage. 

A Beautiful Parrot, that belonged to a Lady, 
was kept in a fine Cage, fed with the choicefi: 

meats, firoaked and fondled by his mi.fhefs, and 
I 3 trea~ed 
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treated with the greate:ll tender.t}efs by the whole 
family. Yet in fpite of the happinefs of this fitu­

ntu.m, the filly bird was difcontented, could not 

brook fuch a confinement, an<.l imagined that he 
lofi many .comforts by being deprived of his liberty, 

which he determined to regain the firfi: opportunity. 

1~ ot long after, the uoor of his Cag~ being acci­

dentally left open, out he flew into the woods, in 

quefi of thofe joys, which his fancy had promifed 
him; but, alas! he found too foon how gro!Sly he 
had deceived himfelf. Night came on, a fiorm arofc, 

he had no Cage to ihelter him, no mifirefs to pro­

him, he was unikilled to build hi!11fel{ a neft, unable 

to procure himfelf food, and amidft the difireifes ot" 
tempcfi, cold, hunger, · and defpair, he gave up his 

breath in thefe words: Foolifh and unhappy bird! 

to leave the .comforts- of -your ~age for fanciea 

joys, which end in real mi(cry and death. 

M 0 R A L. 

rhus the fond girl, deluded by. 7)ain hopes, 
Flies to a rogue, anrl from her friends elopes : 
Now left to jhame and VJant jhe mourns her folly, 
Condcmn'd to fiarve, or VJorje- /!las, poor Polly 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There is a certain fpirit of refilefi1efs and difqui­

etuclc inherent in fome minds, which will never 
fuffer them to be eafy in any fituation : They ngurc 
to themfelves ideal kenes of happinefs in another 
frate, and by L'1e help of a perverted imagination, 
give e: ry profperous circumfiance relative to their 

own condition, the air of a curfe. Great alliances 
and powerful connections, are friled fervitude and 

dependance; 
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(h~penuance ; and the being well fettled is crJled a 

miferable confinement. Thus urged by wrong mo­

tives, they too .often quit the comforts already in 

their poffeffion, to perfue phantoms of happinefs, 

which betr?.y them to their ruin. \iVhoever feels 

h-imfelf tranfported with the fuppofed fel~ci ty of an.o~ 

ther's condition~ :lhoultl refle8:, that there mufr be 

miferies cleaving to ·it, with which he is unac·quainted: 

;md further, that fuppofing it really a itate of blifs 

to another, it is very probable that it would bring. 

many misfortunes on himfelf; fince he would ~nter 

·unexperienced into a new way of life, for which he 

is perhaps wholly unfit, though he gives up at th f! 

fame time his prefent certain happi{lefs to purcha(e 

wretchednefs and Jiihefs. · 

F AB. CVII. 'I'be J??~. t'n·vited to Supper. 
$ 

A Gentlemen havi11g inviced feveral friends to 

fupper, his Dog thought proper alto to in­

vite a friend of his own, another Dog, to {up with 

I 4 him 
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him in the kitchen. The Dog, who w::~s the guei1, 
ran into the kitchen, and began to fmell about and 
to lick his lips, and wag his tail, promifing himfelf 
a mofi exquifitc repafi from fuch delicious fare. 
But the cook perceiving this it-range Dog about the 
houfe, took him 1.1p Dyly by the hind legs, and 
whirled him out at the window. The Dog, hurt 
~Y falling on the ftones, began to howl and yelp, 
and drew feveral other Dogs about him, who in­
qt:ired how he had been entertained. 0, charm­
ingly, faid the Dog, cnly I ate and drank till I 
fcarce knew whic!1 w21y I came out of the houfc. 

:rv1 0 R A L. 
The glutton thus that eyes flejh, jo'lv!, and jijh, 
Cfhinks not difeafes lurk in ewry dijh: 
But, ah, t.oo foon the wretch jhall find it out, 
Tortur'd by frvers, dropjies, }lone, and gaut. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
How often are we tranfported with joy ::tt events, 

which are the caufe of all our misfortunes! To gain 
a mifhefs, to fucceed to a great fortune, or to carry 
any other favourite point, has often made thofe hearts 
groan with angui!h, which beat with joy at the firfr 
moments of iiJCh imagined happinefs. Nothing 
Ratters th~ pride of the young, the vain, and the 
ambitiou~, fo fenfibly, as a free admiffion to the 
company and converfation and the tables of the 
great. To hear one's wit applauded, to have one's 
tai1e confulted, and one's opinion defired by per­
fans of eminence; to receive cards of invitation 
from his grace, or my lord, ~re indeed very delight­
ful circumitances, and as apt to make a gic.!dy head 
turn round, as their lordihips rich wines to produce 

intoxication , 
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intoxication. Yet thefe very circumfiances have 
undone many, who have been ruined by the me:1ns, 
which they thought the furefr methods of ma~ing 
their fortunes; and many a man who at firfr dmed 
at a great man's table to gratify his vanity, has at 
lafr wiihed for the run of his kitchen merely for the 
fake of a good meal. 

F AB. CVIII. cfhe Mice in Council. 

T HE l\t1ice once called a cabinet C ouncil .in 

the bread and cheefe cupboard, to. de\'ife, 

means of fecning their lives and propertie from the 

ravages of the cat. Many fchemes were propnted· ; 
at lafl: one, who was efieemed a young 1\:fou fe cf 

promifing parts, told them, th~t there was no way 
cfbeing fecure from the inroads o.f the Enemy, ex­

cept the tying a bell about her neck, wh.ich wo~Jld 

always give them notice of her approach. This 
fchemc was univerfaily approved: but when th ey 

1 5 came 
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came to cortfider the means of putting it in practice, 
and who :!hould undertake jt, there was not a 
1v1ou[e in the cupboard that could point out the 
method of doing it, or who would attempt ~o 
carry it into execution. 

M 0 R A L. 
" A thought tfi quell him comes into my head: 
" No way fo proper as to kill him dead. 

" 0 miracle of wijdom ! rate .fogg~ion! 
" But ho'W~ orwho's to do it? That's theQyefiion ?"· 

DRAGON OF WANTLEY., 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There is a. wide difference between theory and 

practice. It is eafy to devife fchemes, to defcant 
·vn their utility, nay to prove them almofi to demon­
ftration, when after all nobody can attempt the per­
formance of them. How many politicians have 
drawn up the moil numerous armies upon paper, 
which no general could ever collect to bring them into 
the field ! Recruits are eafily raifed by the fiate fcrib­
lers, at no greater expence than a fingle da:fh of the 
pen, though they are found to come in very f1owly 
at the drumhead. The national debt has frequently 
been paid with equal facility. Millions are levied 
with no greater refources, than a profufion of cyphcrs, 
which fcarce e;oft the projector a dip of ink. But, 
alas, in human affairs matters are feldorn brought 
about with fo much readinefs. Practicable plans 
are not hit upon in an inftant; but a1moft every 
fcheme of operation is difcovered by long meditation, 
am.l executed not without much toil and ~bour. 

FABLE 
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FAB. CIX. · CJ:he Lion and the Frog. 

A Lion hearing a difmal fort of found, fiarted with 

amazement~ and the.n fiood quaking for fear, 

expecting fon:.e dreadful monfier to· bu!·fl: forth upon 

him. In the midfi: of his apprehenfions, a 1i ~tle Frog 

leaped from the lake, and fat croaking c1n the bank. ·. 

The Lion, -offended \Vith himfelf for having b~en [p 

much .alarmed on fo ridiculous an occafion, ventefl · 

his fpleen on the innocent caufe of his weaknefs, a 1d 

cruilied the poor Frog to pieces. 

rvr o R A L. 

Ev'n o'er the brave umnmzly ftars ftcva/1, 

tifbe nurfe's legend, or· the grc:ndam's tale ; 

Till by the trifling bugbear fcar'd no m01 t, 

Jf/itb jliame they JPum at "Lvhat tbey fear'{/ before. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

There are no minds, however great 'and noble, 

~ut what retain fomc little le<Aven of human weak­
mfs, 
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nefs, fufficient to remind them that they are mortal. Heroes have been difmayed by a cloudy day, or an hollow blaft of wind; and many a man who would face an enemy in the field without fear, has turn'd pale at the fight of a fpider, or at the fpilling of fait. Thefe, however, are infirmities, which dim the lufrre of bri1liant characrers, and if not fubdned, will fre­quently ·difgrace them. Such idle apprehenfions will, by indulgence, grow up into habitual fear, and the mind will at lafi entirely lofe it's frrength and firmnefs. The trifles that often difmay us, mufl:: alfo upon difcovery render us ridiculous. For what can be more abfurd 1 than to behold a com­mander of legions, who would hear the roaring of cannon with indifference, trembling at the whifper­ing of the reeds; or to fee a Lion quake at the ' croaking of a Frog ? 

F AB. ex. 'The Fox in the Well. 

AFox having tumbled into a well, a Wolf came and peeped over the biink of it~ faying, Ah 
poor 
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poor Renard, I pity your misfortune ! Prithee, my 

dear friend, faid the Fox, do not frand :lhaking your 

head and pitying me, but contrive fome means of 

helping me oLlt of the well. 

M 0 R A L. 
" '1is true you' I! find 
" Some friends Jo kind, 

" They'll give you good counjel themfelveJ to defend; 
" In forrowful ditty 
" They promife tbey pity, 

" But jhjft you for money from friend to friend." 

BEGGAR's OPERA. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There is a kind of affeCted compaffion, which 

many ar,e fond of difp1aying on all occafions, which 
is in faCt: nothing better than downright infolence. 
The unfortunate are indeed often openly derided by 
the ungenerous and inhumane; but this falfe pity is· 
an .indirect infult, more bitter perhaps to thofe to 
whom it is offered, as it takes away the power of 
refentment. The cold and unfeeling exclamation 
of " Poor fellow! I pity him ! " is more frequently 
intended as an infinuation of the fufferer's mifcon­
duct, than as an intim;;ttion of a defire to ferve him. 
If we would really manifeft our forrow for the fuf­
ferings of another, ' let our friendiliip be {hewn in 
endeavouring to relieve hi~1; and if that is impof­
fible, let us not offend his fenfibility, and add to 
the anguiili of a delicate mind, by empty profef­
fions and unmeaning compaffion. Let us rather re­
flect, how much we thereby increafe the load of his 
di{heffes, and that the fum of all his unhappinefs 
is comprifed in the very circumfiance of his being 
an object of pity. 

FABLE 
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FAB . CXI. cr'he Fowler and the Blackbird. 

A Fowler, being employed in 1a ring his nets in 
a field, a Blackbird, who was p:::rchcd on ;:m 

adjacent tree, enqui!·ed what he was asout. I am 
building a houfe for the convenience and pleafure of 
you birds, faid the Fowler. IndceJ, replied the 
Blackbird with a fneer, if you build fuch incommo­
dious hou{es, you mufi not wonder if you have bJt 
few lodgers. 

M 0 R A L. 
Thus crafty knaves, with politick pretence, 
s:Thri.ve by their neighbour's lack if ca1 e or ferfe ; 
Each hope of mean advantage they difclaim, 

Selj-int'rdl }till and profit alf their atm. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The F owlcr's profeffions of friend:fhip to the birds, 

while he aimed at their defiruClion, may be paral­
leled by many infiances in real life; and it \V re Lo 

be 
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be wilhed, that thofe who are thus employed in plant­

ing nets for others, always met with :perfons of as 

much fagacity and penetration, as the Blackbird in 

the fable. It behoves the young and inexperienced 

to beware of counterfeits, for fuch are abroad : and 

we :£hould give no more credit to the fine fpeeches 

of pretended difintereitednefs, proceeding from un­

tf.iedfriends, than to the pompo.us profeffions of the 

mountebank, who declares that he does not ge.t 

a farthing by his medicines, tb "it they are worth 

their weight in gold, and that he only fells them 

for the good of the publick. Thus he commits the 

greatefl: injuries under the pretence of friendfhip; and 

poiions his fellow-creatures out of mere benevolence. 

FA B. CXII. CJ'he Hare and the Tortoife. 

A Hare laughing at the flow crawling of a tor­

toife, Come, faid the Tortoi(e fmiling, I 

will hold a wager that I out{hip you in a race., 

and the fox fuall be judce between, us. The 

H're 
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Hare. laughed at the vanity of the Tortoifc, and 
agreed to the propofal. They had {carce fi:artcd 
before the Hare had left the Tortoife almofi: a mile 
behind her; upon which, thinking herfelf fecure of 
viCtory, £he fquatted in fome furze, and went to 
!1eep, fure of overtaking the Tortoife the moment 
fhe fuould awake. Pufs, however happened to 
overfleep herfelf fo far, that the Tortoifc c-rawled 
gently on to the goal, and won the race, before the 
Hare was awake again. 

M 0 R A L. 
" Pufs / though I own thy quicker parts, 
'' Things are not always won by jlarts: 
" You may deride my aukward pace, 
" But flow 

5
and fi:eady wins the race. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The verfes here fubjoined to this Fable, by way 

of L\1oral, are part of -an elegant verfion of it, printed 
in the ninetieth number of 'The CoNN o Iss E u R ; 
nor can we add any thing better by way of Appli­
cation, than fome of thofe refleCl:iom, 'Nhich ferve to 
liitroduce the Fable, as publifhed in that ingenious 
and agreeable performance. 

" If we confider that part of our acquaintance, 
" whom we remember from their infancy, we 
" !hall find, that the expee-~tions we once enter­
u tained of their future abilities are in many in­
" fiances difappointed. Thofe, who were ac­
" counted heavy dull boys, have by diligence and 
" application made their way to the firft honours, 
" and become eminent for their learning and know­
" ledge of the world ; while others who were rc­
" garded as bright lads, and imagined to poffefs 

" p rts 
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" parts equal to any fcheme of life, have turned 

" out diffolute and ignorant; and quite unworthy 

H the title of a Genius. It is a {hocking draw-back 

" from a father's happinefs, when he fees his fon 

" blefied with fl:rong natural parts and quick con- -

" ception, to reflect that thefe very talents may be 

" his ruin. If vanity once gets into his head and 

" gives it a wrong turn, the young coxcomb will 

" neglect the means of improvement, trufi: entirely 

" to his native abilities, and be as ridiculoufly 

"~ proud of his parts, as the brats of quality are 

" taught to be of their family. In the mean time 

" thofe, whom nature threw far behind him, are by 

" Application enabled to leave him at a difiance in 

" their turn; and he continues boafring of his 

" Genius, 'till it fubfi{ts no longer, but Jies . for 

" want of cultivation. Thus vanity and indole.nce 

" prevent his improvement ; and if he is to rife in 

" the world by his merit, take away the means of 

" fuccefs, and perhaps reduce him to very miferable 

" difirefies. I know one of thefc early Geniufes, 

" who fcarce fupports himfelf by writing for a 

" bookfellcr; and another, who is at leifure to con­

" template his extraordinary parts in the Fleet­

" prifon. If we look into the world, we fhall find 

'' that the mere Genius will never raife himfelf to 

'' any degree of emii1ence without a clofe and un­

" wearied application to his refpeetive bufinefs Ol" 

" profeffion. The Inns of Court are full of thefe 

" men of parts, who cannot bear the drudgery 

" of turning over dry Cafes and Reports ; but, 

" though they appear e\'er (o eloquent in taverns 

" and coffee- houfes, not the nearefr relation will 

" trufi them with a Brief: and many a fprightly 

" phyfician bas walked on foot all his life, with no 

" more knowledge of his profeffion than what lies 

" in his periwig. For whatever opinion they them­

" [elves may have of their ovm parts, other per-
" fon 
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" fons do not· chufe to be bantered out of their 
" efiates, or joke·d out of their lives : and even in 
" trade, the plodding men of the Aliy would fore­
" tell the bankruptcy of any wit among them, who 
" iliould laugh at the labour of Accounts, or def­
" pife the Italian Method of Book-keeping. Th'Js 
" we fee, that parts alone are not fu:fficient to rc­
" commend us to the good opinion ·of the world ; 
" and if not roufed and called forth by fiudy and 
" application, they would become torpid and feleis : 
" as the race-horfe, though not put to drag a uray 
" or carry a pack, mufi yet be kept in exercife.'' 

F AB. CXIII. :ihe Covetous Man. 

A Certain 1V£ifer, haYing ho:udcd up a large fum 
of N!oney, hid it in a hole, which he dug 

for that purpofe, in a neighbouring mcadovv, anJ . 
delighted himfelf with vifiting it every day. A La­
bourer in t:"c fi,.:J having difcovcreJ the reafon of 
the LV1ifer's frequ"'!:t cppearan e in that pl?.ce, 

cpcued 
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opened the hole, and carried off the booty : but 

the Mifer himfelf coming foon aftc.:·, and miffing 

his treafure, fell into agonies of grief, tearing his 

hair, and uttering the moil: difmal lamentations. 

One of his particular acquaintance happening to 

pafs by, and inquiring into the caufe of his forrow, 

[poke to him in this manner. Do not \ex your~ 

[elf on this account ! You have, conficlering your 

difpofition, no re2J occafion for your forrow. Take 

a :fl:one, bury it in the fame hole, fancy it to be 

gold, and vi:fit it every day, an_d it will be of full 

as much . ufe to you, as the treaiure w~1ich you 

have loft. 
M 0 R A L. 

Pojf-ifing flill or plunder' d of· his gain, 
.lllike abjut·d tbe 1t .. 1ijer' s joy or pain : 

l-ie counts it o'er ·and o' e:·, cuJjt if be life 

The jhining heap, whi.ch yet be dares not ufi. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We cannot receive too many Idiom againfl: ava­

rice : for although it is fo odious, and, it may be ad­

ded, fo ridiculous a vice, that one would imagine 

none but the lowefi: or weakefi: minds could be in­

fected with it, experience teaches us, that it is too 

common a failing. Common fenfe indeed pronoun­

ces its abfurdity ; for where is the ufc of amaffing 

treafures to no intent but that of counting them 

till they are ru:fl:y, and vifiting them fo frequently, 

that we have no attention to any thing but our fhong 

box? What are India bonds and Bank bills more 

than blank paper unlefs we put th~m to ufe? and 

what is a guinea more than a counter, unlefs we " 

ihew its fuperior excellence by its utility? Prodiga­

lity is, indeed, by no means to be praifed or recom-
mended; 
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mended; but, of the two, furely a profufe fquan­
dering of valuable things is more cxcufeable, than 
fuch a niggdrdly managemen t of them, as makes 
us deny ourfelves the leafr enjoyment of blefiings 
that lie within our power. 

FABLE CXIV. 
<r'he Eagle> the Cat, and the So~!. 

A N Eagle built her nefr on the top of a tall 
oak ; a Cat depofited her kittens in a hole in 

· the middle; and a Sow laid her litter of pigs at the 
root. The[e various animals, being comm-on inha­
b itants of one old tree, lived for fome time in fcem­
ing happy neighbourhood : but at lafl: the Cat, 
climbing up to the Eagle's nell:, filled her mind 
with the mofi: terrihle apprchenfions. vV e arc ruined, 
n eighbour, faid the Cat: yonder Sow is determined 
to root up the tree with her f.11out1 And when ihe 

has 
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has thus brought both our families to the ground, 
will devour our young ones. After this vifit, lhe 
crawled immediately down to the bottom of the tree, 
to the Sow, telling her, that as foon as ever ilie 
fhould go out in fearch of food, the Eagle would 
carry off her pigs. Having thus terrified ~oth parties, 
fue retired to her own home ; where, in order to 
carry on the deceit, :lhe fat watching in feeming fear 
and anxiety all day, taking care to fteal out for 
fufrenance in the night-time. In the mean time 
the Eagle, in fear of the Sow, remained in her 
nefr; the Sow, to prevent the defigns of the Eagle, 
kept in her hole; till they were both ftarved with 
their families, and became an ample prey to the 
·Cat and her Kittens. 

MORAL. 
Ill fares that neighbourhood, where Jland' rers meet 
1Pith eafy faith to back their bafe deceit: 
From houfe to houfe the plague of difcord Jpreads, 
And brings down ruin on their haplejs heads. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There is not a character in private ·life, more 

viHainous, or of a blacker die, than that of an incen­
diary. Incendiaries may be confidered as a fort of 
malevolent beings, that aCt the part of evil angels, 
involving mank:md in misfortunes, and kindling en­
mities between the moft friendly neighbours and 
dearefl: friends : their malevolent actions are, how­
ever, always intended to promote fome bafe pur­
pofes, calculated for their own advantage. It is 
not fafe, .therefure, to liften with too credulous an 

ear 
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ear to detracrion._ Violent abufe commonly carries 
fome fecret meaning in it; and when we hear the 
charatl:er of a friend afperfed, and obferve any per­
fon remarkably affiduous to remove our good opinion 
of him, we may almofr take it for granted that the 
flanclerer has no good intentions towards ourfel ves. 
Such uncommon vehemence to fet friends at vari­
ance, is difplayed in order to reap a wicked advan­
tage from their difference; and when each are 
weakened by fuch unfortunate diff'entions, the in­
famous incendiary turns the quarrel which he has 
himfelf created between them, to the defrrucrion 
of both. 

F AB. CXV. 'I'he Bull and the Goat. 

A Bull being perfued by a Lion fled to a cave 

for ilielter; but a Goat, who was already 

within, oppofed his entrance with his horns : upon 

whic:h the Dull bellowed forth thefe words. Info-
lent 
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lent oppofition! Now indeed you may prevent my 
entrance with your horns, but if the Lion from 
whom I fly was abfent, I would foon teach you the 
difrerenc.e between a Bull and a Goat. 

M 0 R A L. 
O'er-match'd, unaided, and his foes at hand, 
Safely the coward may tbe brave witl?fland: 
But think not, dqflard, thus thy g:Zories foine; 

. lfe fears a greqter jtrrce, but fwffs at thine. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Little minds are remarkably apt to betray them~ 

felves, when accidents throw any· temporary ad­
vantClges in thrir way; and take a J.11ean pride in 
infulting their fuperiors, whom, perhaps, the pre­
fent occafion has rendered unable to refent the af­
front. But this low triumph, by which they n1ean 
to exalt thcmfelves, is the fure:ft token of the po­
verty of their fpirit: for even an enemy, of a gene­
rous and noble difpofition, would fcorn to exult in 
the difl:refs of an adverfary, and would not give place 
to the abject thought of calling him to the field 
unarmed and defencelefs. Let fuch wretches be­
ware of difplaying on too many occafions this mock 
prowefs! fince a time may come when they may be 
made fenfible of their weaknefs, and be taught how 
dangerous it is to think of infulting real valour and 
merit with impunity. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CXVI. :fhe Afs eating Thifiles. 

A N Afs, loaded with provifions, meeting with 

[orne Thiftles, began to devour them with 

much greedinefs. In the midft of his coarfe rcpafl: 

he [aid thus : The provifions I carry cannot feem 

more exquifite to delicate palates, or more agree­

able to their -appetite, than this harfh Thifile lS 

to me. 
M 0 R A L. 

The peafant thus, with high ragouts not fed, 

Dines on the coarfejl meat, and brown¢ bread; 

For poignant pickle never at a lofs, 

IYhile toil and hunger give the bifl of fauce. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Temperance and exercife may be regarded as the 

confiituents of natural luxury. It is not in the 

power of the whole art of cookery, to give fuch 
Wl 
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an exquifite reliili and .feafoning to a difh, as thefe 
two will confer on the plainefi fare. Indolent epi­
cures have no true tafie :. they fubfi.fr entirely by 
whets and provocatives 9f appetite; but he whofe 
fiomach is braced and firengthened by exercife has 
a whet within himfelf, which adds a poignancy to 
every morfel that he eats. Providence feems to 
have carved out it's ble:ffings with an eqlial hand, 
and what it has denied to the poor in one way, it 
has amply fupplied them in another: if it has with­
held riches, it has given them a greater frore of 
health ; ~ad if it has refufed them the means of 
luxury, it has at leaft afforded them the means .of 
living as happily without it. 

F AB. CXVII. 'rhe Brother and Sifter .. 

ACertain man had an ugly Daughter, and a 
handfome Son. Thefe children being at 

play together one day in their mama's ro~m, the Boy 
took occafion to run to the looking-glafs, admir-

K fui 
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ing his own beauty, and fr1eering at the fame time 

at the homely figure of his Sifter. The Girl, 

piqued at fo grofs an affront, vowed revenge, and 

ran immediately to the father with tears in her eyes, 

to complain of her Brother's infolence. The fa­

ther embraced and kiifed them both· with great af­

feCtion, and faid thus. My beloved Children, I 

would have you both look attentively in the glafs 

every day: You, Tvm, faid he, that you may learn 

not to · difgrace that form with vice or folly; and 

you, my dear, faid he turning to the Girl, that if 

you are not quite fo beautiful as many others of your 

fex, you may be admoni!hed to make up for the 

deficiencies of your perfon by the fuperior excel­

lence of your mind. 

M 0 R A L. 

Ill-manners may deform the Jairo/1 face, 

But gentlmefs gives uglinefs a graa: 

Sure fnarling V eny' s beauty left we prizt, 

crhan Pug's bla:k nafe with his good-natur' d eyer, 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The neceffity of an internal Mirrour, whereby 

we may regulate our minds, as eafily as we adju~ 

our perfons by a common looking-glaiS, is finely 

illufuated in the following paffage from the 28th 

No of The CoNNOISSEUR. 

" Nothing is a fhonger inflance of the goodnefs of 

" the CREATOR, than that delicate inward feeling, 

" [o ftrongly impreffed -on every reafonable creature. 

'' This internal fenfe, if duly attended to, and dili­

'' gently c:herifhed and kept alive, would check 

'' the !inner in his career, and make him look back 

·- " with 
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·-~, with horror ? on his crimes. An antient is 
" commended for wilhing that he ha<.l a window in 
" his breafl, that every one might fee into it: But 
" it is certainly of more confquence to keep our .. 
" felves free from the reproach of our own hearts, 
" than from the evil opinions of others. We 
" fhould therefore confider Confcience as a M I R· 
" RoUR, in which every one may fee himfelf re­
" fleeted, and in which every action is reprefented 
" in i(s proper colours." 

FABLE CXVIII. 
crhe Afs, the Lion, and the Cock. 

ONCE upon a time an Afs was feeding with 
a Cock, when a Lion coming to attack the 

Afs, the Cock began to crow; upon which the 
Lion (who is faid to fear the crowing of a Cock) 
i~mediately Bed. The Afs, 'imagining that He had 
put the Lion to Bight, perfued him; but in a iliort 
time, when they were no longer withift the hearing 

K 2 of 
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of the Cock, the Lion turned about, and feizing 

the Afs, prepared to devour him. F oolifn and 

mad that I was, faid the Afs; t® fuffer my vanity 

to lead me into dangers, which, if I had not 

thwarted my good fortune, I ~ght have avoided ! 

· M 0 R A L. 

Thus bullies bluff, with coats of red whm grac' d, 

By fwagg'ring, often get their jackets lac'd. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Y.anity and inability are the moft unfortunate 

alfociates : the firfr leads us into difficulties, and the 

latter makes it impoffible for us to extricate our­

felves. Many a fool, and many a coward, might 

have carried their fear and ignorance to the grave 

without deteB:ion, if their abf urd defrre of appear­

ing perfons of more than ordinary fenfe and cou­

rage, had not betrayed their real charaB:er. One 

would imagine, that the confcioufnefs of any defici­

ency would make us cautious of involving ourfelves 

in fituations, wherein our defeB:s would become viii­

ble. Yet almoft every fool is fond of fhewing his 

parts, and every coward of difplaying his courage: 

in confequence of which, the dunce becomes the 

· cbjetl: of public ridicule, by tempting the fpleen of 

fome real wit; and the vanity of the coward ex­

pofes him to challifement, from which his pufu-

12Ulimity cannot defend him. 

FABLE 
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FAB. CXIX. :(he Frog and the Moufe. 

T HE Frog, having quarrelled with the Moufe, 
wrote him a challenge, which the Moufe 

accepted, a-!ld they both entered the .field armed with 
a bulrufu. . A kite, hovering in the air, faw the 
duel; and while the combatants were folely intent on thrufi:ing at each other, the kite foufed down 
upon them, and carried them both off in his talons. 

~t! 0 R A L. 
Thus have I feen, when cruel frays enfue, 
Two Jlurdy watermen beat black and blue: 
When, lo! from Wapping, while they fierce contejl, 
A boatfwain comes, and both the chiefs are prt!J1. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It were to be wifhed that our modern duelifl:s would confider this fable as addreifed to themfelves. It was not indeed originally written with a view of 

K 3 fuch 
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fuch an application, but the moral might in that 

light be very ufeful. The trifles on which our 

:fine gentlemen are often induced to ftake their lives 

would render the vice itidf rat~er ricliculcus than 

terrible, if the confequences were not fo fatal and 

alarming. A filly difpute in converfation, an abfurd 

wager at an horfe-race, or perhaps an accidental 

treading on the toe, have, each of them, occa­

fioned duels, and fet the beil: friends tilting at each 

other. ~tarrels founded upon trivial grounds render 

both the parties objeCts of contempt, and if any 

untoward accident befalls them, it excites our 

laughter infl:ead of our compaffion. 

FA 13 L E cxx. 
·'J'he Huiliandman and the Stork. 

A N Hufbandman, whofe corn-fields were over­

run with gecfe and cranes, laid a net, and 

took a great number of them, and among them a 

fmg1e Stork. The poor Stork implored mercy, 

faying 71 
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faying, that he was quite innocent, that he was 
neither goofe nor crane, but the beft and moft virtu­
ous of all the birds in the air. This may be all very 
true, faid the H ufbandman, but fince you was taken 
in company with geefe and cranes, you muft alfo 
1hare the fame fate with them. 

MORAL. 
The youth to temperance in vain pretends, 
lf/htJ goes to tavern;, and makes rakes his Jrietttis ; 
.ds maidem, wbo would live without a .ftoin, 
Sbmid newr chtd£ to lodge in Drury· Lane. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The world will always form an idea of the cha~ 

ratter of every man from his affociates. Nor is 
this rule founde-d on wrong principles; for, gene­
rally fpeaking, thofe who are conftant companions, 
are either drawn together from a fimilitude of man­
ners, or from fuch a fimilitude to each other by daily 
commerce and continual converfation. If therefore 
we are tender of our reputation, we £hall be parti­
cu larJy nice and delicate in the choice of our com­
pany : fince fome por_tion of their fame or infamy 
muft unavoidably be reBetl:ed upon us. It is; not 
enough to be virtuous ourfelves, but we muft be 
cautious not to mix With thofe who are devoted to 
any vices: for it, unfortunately, fo happem, that 
although we cannot confer any degree of our 
own credit on them, we may derive much dif­
credit, and incur much danger from fuch ill-chofen 
companions. 

K4 FABLE 
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FAB. CXXI. 'I'he Fox and the l\1aik. 

AFOX coming into a iliop where Mafks were 

fold, took. hold of one of them, which was 

iinely painted, and after furveying it for fome 

time, with an odd mixture of contempt and ad-· 

miration, burft forth into the following excla­

mation. Alas ! alas 1 What a fine head is here 

without any brains ! 

MORAL. 
'I h' aaomplijh' d beau, in air t~nd mein how bldJ,. 

His hat well-Jajhion'd, and his hair well drift, 

Is yet undre.fl within : To give him brains 

Exceeds his hatter's or his barber's pains. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
What ~an be more deceitful than outward ap­

pearances! and how many fine gentlemen are there 
that want common fenfe! A fmooth addrefs and 

plauflble 
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plaufible behaviour may indeed recommend the fops, 
whom it varnifhes, to the good opinion · of the 
ignorant and fuperficial ; but never fails to excite 
invincible contempt in men of fagacity and pene­
tration. This fable, therefore, ought to ferve us 
as a IefTon to learn the great confequence of cul­
tivating our underftandings; fince no external cir­
cumftances of birth, figure, or fortune, Ul!fupported 
by improved talents, can fecure us from derifion, · 

FAB. CXXII. The Drunken Hulband .. 

A Woman, who had a Drunken Hufband, at­
tempted to cure him by the following frra­

tagem. One night when he was brought home 
quite lofi in liquor, ·ilie ordered him to be biJ in ·a 
Yauit among the tombs, as if he was really dead 7 

inftead of being o.:1ly dead-drunk. The next morn­
ing, when fhe thought her _Hulband fufficiently. 
fobered, :!he went to the vault with a Platter in trer 

IC 5 hand, 
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hand, and told him in an hollow voice, that the 
was the perfon appointed to bring victuals to the 
dead. Victuals! faid the Hufband, do not talk to 
me o( victuals ; but bring me fome drink for hea­
ven's fake ! The woman, enraged at fuch unex· 
petted behaviour, could not help difcovering her­
felf, faying; Alas! my plot has failed; and I have 
only the mortification of difcovering that his habi­
tual drunkennefs is incurable. 

M 0 R A L. 
7b.e Sot, tbat evry day nzZ!Jl bave his fill, 
His midnight gallon, and his morning gill, 
Cries, while we live, let's put the glafs about, 
And whm we die- Why then, the bottle's (}U/. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
When vices are grown into habits, our refor­

mation becomes defparate. Habitual vices in the 
mind, like the Gout in the Confiitution, are never 
to be thoroughly extirpated. But there is no vice 
which gains an afcendant over us more infenfibly 
or more incurably, than drunkennefs. A man, 
who has once accufiomed his ftomach to that falfe 
warmth, which liquor creates in it, is never eafy but 
when he is toffing down that liq_uid fire, which is 
~ necdfary to keep up that unnatural h~ at, to which 
he has habituated his infide. What character in 
fociety can be a more deplorable object than a con­
fumed drunkard ? He becomes unfit for bufinefs by 
the gradual impairing of his intelletl:s, and unable 
to 'part:1ke of pleafures by the decay of his confii­
tution. To the diforders which his intemperance 
have brought on him, he finds himfelf tempted to 
apply the fame dangerous palliative as a remedy; 

and 
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a'nd goes on in a courfe of whets., cordials, and hard 
drinking-bouts, till he. falls a martyr to the vice, to 
which he has fo long been a f1ave. 

FA B L E CXXIII. 
-

<J'he Fox and the Countryman. 

A FOX, who was hard chaced, meeting with 

a Country-fellow, begged him to fave his 

life by concealing him from the hunters, and 

promifed in return never to dd1roy any of his 

poultry. The C<Duntryman agreed to the con­

~itions, and covered the Fox over with fcraw. 

Soon after, the hunters came up, one after ano­

ther, enquiring of the Countryman, if he had 

feen the Fox, . ahd which way he had taken. 

The Countryman told them that the Fox had , 

taken another way, but at the fame time nod­

ded a11d pointed immediately towards the it)Ot 
where 
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where he lay conceal~d. However, the fportf­
men, paying more attention to his words than 
his gefl:ures, followed his verbal direCtions, and 
went off. Upon which the Fox calp.e out of 
his hole, and the countryman bid hi.m remember his 
promife,. for what I told the hunters, fa.ld the 
down,. has faved your life. True, anfwered the 
Fox, (who had been peeping the whole time) yo.ur 
words indeed were kind enough, but your aCti0ns 
were not quite of a piece with them. 

M 0 R A L. 
crhus by the knave, in worldly guile adept, 
Yows are perform' d, and promifes are kept: 
True to the form, and fearful of offence, 
Good foul I he fwerves from notbing but the fenfe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Diffimuiation aoo double dealing are in the num­

ber of the moll odious vices, and an hollow friend 
is worfe than an open enemy. He leads you to. 
depend on him in the full confidence of friendfuip, 
:md ufes that confidence only to betray you. Truth 
is a plain and open virtue, and cannot be praB:ifed 
in part ; and truth and fmcerity are the fame : 
wherefore he that equivocates, and adheres to his 
promife in one fen{e, without preferving it invio. 
lably in the full extent and meaning of it, departs 
as much from truth and fmcerity as the rnofr direct 
liar. This falfe pretence of keeping our word, 
while we are breaking it in the groffefi: manner, ra­
ther aggravates the fault, than palliates it, and in­
creafes the meafure of the guilt, as it makes the 
confequences of it more dangerous. It iS indeed 
•he meaneft of artifices) it is. not even the vice of 

a generous. 
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a generous mind; it is at once a low trifling with 
our own confciences, a bafe betrayal of our friends 51 

and an impudent affront to the omnifcienfe of the 
Almighty. 

FA B L E CXXIV. 
'!'he Gods ·chu)ing their :frees. · 

0 N C E upon a time the Gods afTembled to 
chufe the feveral Trees, which they would 

each take under thei protection. Jupiter· chofe the 
Oak, J7enus the 111yrtle, .Apollo the Laurel, an& 
Cybele . the Pine. Minerva,. wondering that they 
all chofe barren trees, demanded the reafon. Be­
caufe, fw id 1upi-ter, we would not feem to barter 
the honour we confer on them for the fruits which 
they bear .. Well, replied Minerva, you may name: 
what Trees you pleafe,. and for whatever reafon 
you plea1e; the Olive iliall be my tree for. the 
. fake 
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fake of its fruit. Jupiter, aftonifhed at the fag a· 

city of the Goddefs, fpoke thus. 0 daughter, 
you are defervedly accounted wife : for unlefs our 

actions are ufeful, our glory is ridiculous. 

MORAL. 
Not then Britannia did in Fleets re_;ozce, 
Or the flout Oak had been Minerva's choice : 

'lheir fairer fruits Jenner climes may boqji, 
Our Oak commands the fruits of e·v'ry coqfl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

We fhould be determined in our choice of 
every thing rather by its ufe and excellence, than 
by pomp and ofl:entation. AB:ions fhoulcl be di­
reB:ed to fome end ; and unlefs they are calculated 
to ferve fome beneficial purpofe, the more magni­
ficently they are ufhered in with noife and parade, 
by fo much more are they eminently ridiculous. 
The ladies may be inftruCl:ed from this fable, in 
what manner to make choice of a hufband. Family, 
perfon, or fortune, are but poor recommendation~ 
in comparifon of integrity and good fenfe: worth­
lefs men, like barren trees, fhould be negleCl:cd 
and difregarded. A man of parts and honefty will 
abound in laudable aB:ions, which like the richeft 
fruits, will redound to profit and honour ; but a 
fellow over-run with vice and ignorance, will grow 
up in frurdy wickednefs, be wholly ufelefs as lortg 
as he lives, and communicate joy only by his death; 
)ike a barren plant, which is of no ufe till it 
Js cut down. 
j 

FABLE 
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FAB. CXXV. 'fhe Dog and the Sheep. 

r )\ Dog al1edged that a Sheep was indebted to· 

£1 him to a confiderable amount, and fued him 

for the pretended debt before the Kite and theW olf. 
The judges immediately pronounced a decree ag;1.inft 

the Sheep, upon which the Dog tore him to p-ieces 
in fatisfaction of his falfe claim, and divided the 
fpoil with the judges, as a reward for the determi--: 
nation of the caufe in his favour. 

MORAL. 
Whofe lift is faft, if try' d before a judge, 
That to the haplifs pris'ntr bears a grudge? 
Whofi property ficur' d from lawlefi fury, 
If any private i1tt'rd/ warps the jury? 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N .. 
Oppreffion will always fall on the innocent, whe.a 

power is lodged in the hapds Qf wkked men, who 
are 
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are fwayed by interefi, and unrefirained by jufHce. 
It is in vain to oppofe fuch a ftrong and impious 
combination ; and the only confolation left to worthy 
~en, is t~e confcioufnefs of their own integrity and 
mnocence. 

FA B L E CXXVI. 

:fhe Fox and the Sick Lion. 

T HE Lion pretended to be fick, and moft of 
the beafis, like loyal fubje8s, went to viflt 

his 1v1ajefty in his illnefs. The Fox, however, 
would not go near his den, upon which the Lion 
fent him a meffage demanding his prefence, and 
exhorti1 g him to learn his duty from the example 
of his fellow fubjetl:s, who had all attended him. 
True, replied the Fox, they have all been to vifit 
his Majefty, but pray who has ever returned from 

· him? For my part, I am frighted by the prints of 
thtir 



lE S 0 P ' s F A B L-E S. 

their footfreps; which all retain the marks of their 

having gone into the royal den, but have not left 

;t fingle trace of their coming out again. 

MORAL. 

Do not, advent'rous youth, too joon engage 

In all the giddy vices of the age! 

For he that enters on that beaten track~ 

Goes on without a thought of coming back. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Vulgar opinions are oftentimes nothing e]fe than 

vulgar errors: and it is- but a poor excufe for ef­

poufmg folly, that the multitude gives into it. Who 

would travel in a dirty road, becaufe it is crouded ? 

Nothing iliews the folly~nd even vice of the popu­

lar notions more clearly, than the different ideas of 

beauty and propriety, as well as of right and wrong, 

which prevail in different nations. There is no 

opinion, however impious or abfurd, that has not 

it's advocates in fome quarter of the world. Who­

ever therefore takes up opinions upon tmft, grounds 

his principles on no other reafon, than his being a 

native or inhabitant of the regions wherein they are 

generally followed. Truth is neglecred or defpifed, 

for the fake of falling in with the failiion : and a 

man of fuch a turn, would perhaps remain blind to 

the light of Chrifrianity, though it ilione before his 

eyes, and become a difciple of Mahomet,. or Confu­

cius, becaufe he had fixed his re!idence in 'Iu:-key 

or in China. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CXXVII. Death and Cu;)id . 
.i. 

ONCE upon a time Cupid, in the heat of a 
fummer's day, went to repofe himfelf for a 

few hours in a cool grotto, which flood open before 
him. The place happened unfortunately to be the 
cave of Death, whofe arrows mingling accidentally 
with thofe of Cupid, the blind little deity, at his 
departure gathered them up promi[cuoufly, and car­
ried off many of the too fatal ihafts of Death in 
his quiver, leaving fome of his own in their ftead. 
Hence it happens, that a iliaft of Love fometimes 
invades the bofom of the aged and infirm, and that 
the youthful and blooming are fometimcs fmitten 
with the arrows of Death. 

MORAL 
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1\1 0 R A L. 

Difmal the qfjice Jo let fall our tears 

O'er a friend's grave, cut off in youthful years; 

But merry jitre to fie a wretch lo·ve'sjla've, 

11/ho has already one foot in the grave. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The !hokes of death or fortu~e can only be la­

mented, and we- mwft endeavour to endure them 

with patience, fince no human power can guard 

againft them. But the intemperate dominion Q[ 

our paffions may, and ought 110 be, controuled : 

nor ought we ever to labour more affiduoully to 

.keep them within bounds, than when we find · our­

felves likely to be hurried ' away by vices, which 

are not even the frailties incident to our time of life. 

The heat of youth may fometimes be alledged as an 

excufe, if not as a defence, of many indi.fcretions: 

bu.t with what jufiice can age be pleaded in mitiga­

tion of offences, which are fo.reign and unnatural 

to our years? Age, when accompanied by wifdom 

and morality, commands reverence and efr.eem; but 

when it adopts tho{e manners, which the fervot.ir 

and inexperience of youth can hardly palliate, it 

becomes much more culpable and ridiculous in it's 

dotage, than the flights and extravagancies of youth 

·itfdf. 

FABLE 
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FAlL CXXVIII. '!'he Fox and the Lion. 

A Fox having never feen a Lion, the firft time 
he beheld him quaked for fear at the fight of 

fo tremendous an animal. The fecond time that 
the Lion came in his way, he was frartled, but 
not fo difmayed as the time before. But on his 
meeting with the Lion a third time, he loft all his 
former apprehenfions, went up to him, and faluted 
him with the greatefi familiarity. 

M 0 R A L. 
Obferve the great man's look, his voice, his nod! 
He's all a hero- nay, a demigod: 
Familiar grown his merits clojer Jean, 
You'll find his godjhip dwindle to a man. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is a common, but true faying, that " famili­" arity breeds contempt." The tempers and difpo­fitions of men are never truly difcerned at a difrance. llluftrious perfons in particular, difclofe the dark 

parts 
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part of their charaB:ers only to their moft intimate 
and familiar acquaintance. Who, except his friends 
and his family, knows more of a general th~n his 
battles, or of an author than his books? Thefe 
plead ftrongly in his favour, engage our love, dl.nd 
excite our admiration : but it is obfervable, that 
~hofe who are immediately about the perfons of 
eminent men, for whatever qualities they may be 
diftingui£hed, have always mm:h lefs veneration for 
them than the reft of the world. This may happen 
on thefe two accounts ; firft, becaufe they who are 
admitted to fuch intimacies, have opportunities of 
rlefcryi.ng many defeCl:s not fubjetl: to the infpetl:ion 
of the reft of mankind: and, fecondly, becaufe men 
are in general prone to depreciate merit. The 
fuft of tbefe reafons may [erve as a cau_tion to the 
great, and the fecond as a leffon to their followers. 

F AB. CXXIX. :the Cat and the Mice. 

T HE Mice in a certain houfe, finding their 
· numbers every day dimini£hed by the rapine 
.and vo~acity of the Cat, at laft refolved, for the 

public 
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public go0d., that r.o M"ufc }J.o ~· ld \ 'C ~h 're down 
to the lower part f the ~ar.try, c~....: prcf -:e them­
felves in fafety on the upper {helves . The Cat, 
obferving their extreme caution_ endeavoured to 
draw them down to .' their old haunts by ftratagem; 
for which purpofe fhe fufpended berfelf by her hind 
legs on a peg in the door of the pantry, from whence 
fue hung in an helplefs manner, as if fhe had been 
dead. A fly old ~1oufe, that peeped through a 
cranny from the top of the pantry, and faw her 
hanging in this pofinre, cried out thus: Aha ! my 
old friend, are thefe your tricks ? they will never 
thrive, take my word for it; for I wot!ld not trufl: 
myfelf within reach of your paws, though I was 
certain that you was as dead as the door-nail you 
hang upon. 

MORAL. 
Trlffl not a rogue, although his eyes he clofl, 
Nor if he fnore, believe his lying nofe: 
When liJudo/f noife his vocal nqflrils make, 
Then are his thievijh .fingers mqft awake. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We cannot be too much on our guard againil: 

fraud and impofition in general : but we ought par­
ticularly to keep alive our fufpicion of the artifices of 
thofe who are naturally our enemies. Profeffions 
of friendfhip and affettion from former adverfaries 
are fo efpecially dangerous, that we cannot help 
doubting the fincerity of fuch a fudden reconciliation: 
To extend our caution frill farth er, and not to give 
too eafy credit to their pretended want of power to 
hurt us, is certainly no bad policy. It may very 

probably 
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probably prevent our falling vitl:ims to (om ~ fubtle 
ftratagem; or at leafl:, if it does not de1iver us from 
danger, it preferves us fecure from the riik of in­
curring it. 

FAR L E cxxx. 
c:the Lion, the Bear, and the Fox. 

A Lion and a Bear, having killed a Fawn, 
fought for the poffeffion of it. Their battle 

was furious, long, and bloody; and at length both 
parties being tired out, they lay weary and motion­
lefs near each other. In the mean time a Fox came 
by, who, feeing the two combatants in that help­
lefs fituation, and the fpoillying untouched between 
them, took up the Fawn, and carried it off. The 
two noble Brutes were ready to die with anger 
and indignation at fo provoking a fight, but were 
unable to t"ke any further notice of it, than to 

grumble 
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grumble faintly, Fools that we have been, to la ... 

hour fo hard, and fight fo bloodily for the fake of 

the Fox! 
MORAL. 

Contend not thus with i'!firuments of law, 

More fatal far than brutal fang or claw ; 

LdJ, after many a Juit and long debate, 

The greedy lawyers get the whole 1fate. 

A P ·p L I C A T I 0 N. 

Violent difputes ar~ commonly concluded to the 
mutual detriment of both parties, and to the benefit 
of fome other perfEm, not originally lnterefred in 
the difpute, but, however, deriving great advantage 
from it in the end. The fiercenefs of the conten· 
tion naturally tends to weaken and difi:refs each 
of thofe who are engaged in it, and renders them 
incapable of defending themfelves from the affaults 
of enemies, who dared not to attack them, till the 
fury of other quarrels had difabled them frem re­
fenting the affront. Diffention, like moft other 
vices, ·fuould he avoided from a political as well as 
a moral confideration. This unquiet fpirit has fub­
'jeB:ed the mofi powerful ftates to the wanton ma­
lice of petty provinces. No nation, however great, 
rich, . or potent, can fufiain the devaftation and 
rlifrreffes of a perpetual war; and when drained of 
its riches, af).d deprived of its populoufnefs, the two 
main fmews of real grandeur, it will lay open to 
infults from inferior powers, and even provoke their 
info lent attempts. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E CXXXI. 
lEfop and the Man bit by a Dog. 

A. Man, who had been bitten by a Dog, diiJ­
ped a piece of bread into the wound, and­

gave it to the Dog to eat, having been told by 
fome old woman, that it was a fure remedy f.or 
the hurt he had received. l:Efop, happening to pafs 
by at the time, afked the man, if he was in his 
fenfes. Why ? faid the Tv1an. Becaufe, replied 
~fop, confidering the prefcription, which you have 
followed, to heal that wound, it will he a great 
wonder, if you are nut bitten by all the Dogs in 
the town. 

M 0 R A L. 
Coax not a villain, but his threats defpife, 
]lor pay with cajh your ranfom, if you're wife! 
So Jweet the penalty, :tis all in vain, 
.Again he'll pilfer, to be brib' d agailf. 

L A PP LI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Vice iliould always be confidered as the proper 
objetl: of puni!hment, and nothing !hould induce 
us to connive at offences of an atrocious nature, 
much lefs to confer rewards on the ·criminals. He 
who from prudential mot.ves, as he apprehends, 
not only winks at wickednefs, but befiow!t benefits 
on a villain, is undoubtedly a fomenter of vice, 
and a traitor to virtue. We !hould rather :fhive to 
make virtue herfelf as tempting as poffible, and throw 
out every allurement in our power to draw the minds 
of the wavering and unfettled to her caufe : but if, 
in~ead of that, we annex profit to crimes, we lay 
the found ation of immorality, and cannot admire, 
if vires are multiplied, when the vicious meet with 
fo much encouragement. 

FAB. CXXXII. 

ALion, whofe. former u uelty ~ad created him 
many enem1es, lay at the pomt of death; on 

which occafion feveral beafts took an opportunit~ of 
revengmg 
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revenging the injuries they had received of him. 

The boar wounded him with his tufks ; the bull 

gored him with his horns ; and at length the Afs, 

feeing that he might offer infults with impunity, 

{huck at him with his heels. Upon this the Lion 

fetched a deep groan, faying, To be infulted un­

revenged, by the noblefr "f animals is grievous, but 

to be fpurned by an Afs is more cruef agony than. 

death itfelf. 
MORAL. 

lMJen men of injur'd wm·th, and noble fort, 
Refent their wrongs, it is a j!fft retort: 
But when each blockhead has his coward fling, 
Each pang of death receives a jharper fling. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The fall from greatnefs and power is perhaps the 

moil: miferable fituation in human life. The re­
venges taken by thofe, whom we have formerly 
offended, receive an additional force from the reflec .. 
tion of our late exemption from all attacks: But 
when any petty adverfary manifefts his puny refent­
ment, the grofs affront to our former dignity gives 
a ftrength to the infult, which the imbecility of 
the enemy himfelf could not have conferred on it. 
Wherefore, we lhould learn to ufe power with J?l10-

deration, left we fhould inct:_eafe our fufferings on 
the lofs of it, by provoking the infolence of the 
Ioweil: of our a.dverfaries: though it muft be 
obferved, that he who dares not to refent, till he 
thinks his adverfary difabled from chafiifing his au­
dacioufnefs, gives no inftance of his magnanimity~ 
but rather contrives to render himfelf more rema,rk­
able for his cowardice and meannefs. 

L 2 F AB LE 



220 lE S 0 P' s F A B L E S. 

FAB. CXXXIII. The Old Woman and the Caik. 

rAN Old Woman feeing an empty Butt lying 

on the ground, which had been lately filled 

with wine of the fir!t growth, the [cent of which yet 

remained in the veffel, applied her nofe to the bung­

hole for fome time, and at la!t broke out into the 

following rapture ; 0 charming fpirit ! of how de­

licious a Bavo·:r muft thou have been, when the 

very fcent of thy remains is fo exquifite! 

M 0 R A L. 

Tbe liquor drawn out to the very lqjl .ftajk 

Still the generous flavour Jurvives in t/;e cajk: 

So the witty, by time, of Jome fpirit bereft, 

Have jlill a good jmatcb of their excellence left. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

A well-fpcnt ycJuth makes an honourable old age. 

The life of a wife and good man, whan drawn to 
the 
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the very dregs and lees, fEll retains fome tafie of 
its former excellence. On the contrarv, the old 
age of one, who has not endeavoured t~ culti rate 
his underfianding, is ridiculous. His behaviour is 
abfurd, and his converfation infipid. We lhould 
labour therefore affiduoufly to fl:ore our minds with 
ufeful knowledge, and to improve our talents, du­
ring our youth, that, like wine of a good growth, 
we may be better relilhed w h~n we are old : if we 
neglect this nece!fary care of our u,nderfiandings, 
after the fire and fpirit of youth has worked off, 
we lhall grow intolerable from age, as liquors oi" a 
thin body, and vile quality, foon become vapid, 
tour, and good for nothing. 

FAB. CXXXIV. 'The Horfe and the Afs. 

A Horfe adorned with the mofl: magnificent trap­
pings, was galloping along the road, neighing 

proudly, and champing his pompous bit. An Afs, 
heavy laden, came by chance in his way. Out of 
the way, thou vile beafi, faid the hau_;hty fl:eed ; 

L 3 how 



:222 .iE S 0 P' s F A B L E S. 

how dare you interrupt me in my career ? Out of 

the way, I fay, or I will trample you under my 

feet. T~e poor Afs, afraid to bray out a word in 

return, quietly gave place : but the Horfe by going 

madly on at full fpeed, broke his wind ; upon which 

he was deprived of his fine [addle and bridle, and 

fold to a carrier. Not long after the Afs met him 

in his new trim, and befpoke him thus. Aha! 

friend, is it you ! where is your gilt [addle, and 

elegant bridle now ? if you have loft them, it is to 

be hoped that you have alfo loft your prid~. 

MORAL. 

Proud of the cloaths, with which you are equipt, 

You of your pride may eajily be jlript. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The probable reverfe of fortune in all human 

4lffairs, is a conftant leifon againfl: pride in all ranks 

of mankind. There is no ftate, however exalted, 

fo permanent, that it may not be reduced to a 

level with that, which perhaps it is now inconfide­

rate enough to regard with an eye of contempt. 

External bleffings are leaft of all to be confidered 

as reafons for triumph and exultation. Intelletl:ual 

qualities may indeed be taken away by a fit of mad­

nefs, or a ftroke of the palfy : but the gifts of for­

tune, fuch as wealth or powerful conneB.:ions, or 

mere corporeal excellencies, fuch as, beauty or 

health, may be wrefted from us by ten thoufand 

accidents, and we may be rendered in an infiant 

more deplorable wretches, than any we ever yet be­

held. Humility, therefore, fhould be ftudiouily cul­

tivated, as it adds a grace to our profperity, and is, 

in fome meafure, a ihield againft the ftorms of 

ill fortune. 
FABLE 
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FAB. CXXXV. '!'he Sow and th~ Wolf. 

A Sow, who had juft farrowed, Jay in her ffy 
fuckling her pigs. A vV olf, who longed for 

fuch a delicious morfeJ, came up to the Sow, and 

told her, that if ihe had a mind to go abroad her­

felf for the fake of the air after her labour, he woul-l 

take the charge of her little family. No, I thank 

you, mafier \Volf, replied the Sow, the greatcft fa­

vour that you can do to me and my pigs is to keep 

your diftance, for the kindnefs and good offices 

of a wolf confiJl, not in his prefence, but in his 

abfei ce. 
1\I 0 R A L. 

More fatal ift, in Jiniles and jlatt'1y drijl, 

Tbe fleming fn'end tban ev' en the Joe profejl: 

The dev'l bimf·!J a tempting outjide jbews, 

And the fame b!!jh bears tlorns, tbat bears tbe 1·ojc. 

L 4 A PPL I-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
There are many men, with whom it is dangerous 

to have the leafi: connection, and with whom the 
leafl: commerce is certainly to our detriment. If we 
accept of a prt)ffered favour from them, the kind­
J1efs will in the end £hew itfelf to be an injury. 
!'here is no method of guarding againfi: fuch peo­
ple, but by fequefl:ering onefelf entirely from their 
fociety; as there is no fafety from a thief but by 
!hutting him out of your houi'e. 

F AB. CXXXVI. 'rhe Two Frogs. 

'ACouple of Frogs lived very happily together 
for fome time in a madh, but at length in 

the midfl: of a very hot fummer, the mar!h being 
dried up, they were obliged to look out for another 
habitation. After a long fearch they difcovered a 
deep well, upon fight of which one of the Frogs 
cried out in excefs of joy, Here is water in plenty! 

Come 



1E S 0 P' s F. A B L E S. 225 

Come, let us jump in directly! Hold a minute, 

faid the other Frog, fuppofe the water fhould be 

dried up here alfo, how could we contrive to get 

up again? 

M 0 R A L. 

Beware, if you're wife, lifl_ urg'd by djflrefs, 

You incur greater evil, avoiding a lifs I 

For in human affairs many }lations we meet, 

11/f;ere tis eafy to enter, but hard to retreat. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

We ought never to change our fituation in life, 

without duly confidering the confequences of fuch 

a change. Men of warm tempers are apt to re­

folve too hafrily, and to embark in undertakings, 
which involve them fo deeply, tlnt they are un­

able to extricate themfelves from the diihdfes and 

embaraffi11ents, which they occafion. But when 

\ve propofe to ourfelves any addition to our hap-

1 inefs, we ought to beware of plunging ourfelvcs 
into new difficulties. If we were to inquire mi­
nutely into the caufes of the miferies of a11 thofe 

wretches, that fall \vithin our notice, perhaps the 
greater part would be found to fuffer from their 

own rafhnefs and precipitancy, rather than from 
ill fortune. Alluring profpeB:s and promifing ap­

pear<'tnces will not deceive the fagacious anJ ex­

perienced ; for ·they will always look forward to 

the end of things, and frrive to fearch into the 

probable events of actions, before they under­

take them. 

L 5 FABLE 
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FA B L E CXXXVII. 
JE{op and the Impertinent." 

r ZI:;' S 0 P, having been to light a candle in 
~ order to kindle a fire to prepare his 
mafier's fupper, returned through the market­
place, being the fuortefr way, with the lighted 
candle in his hand. Hey-day, JE[op, faid an im­
-pertinent, what do you burn daylight? Peace, fel­
low) replied .!Efop, I am looking for a man. 

MORAL .. 
era know the man of honifl mind, 

Let wifdom be thy handle ! 
Believe- me he is hard to find, 

To whom to hold a candle-. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is fortunate enough that the common bufinefu ()f the world may be tranfatled without any extra­

~rdinary 
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ordinary degree of learning or genius. Men of great 

talents are thinly fcattered in the human fpecies ; 

and, what is more deplorable, there is almoft a ge­

neral depravity prevailing over mankind. vVe may, 

without any great abfurdity, look for an honeft or 

wife man by daylight with a lanthorn and candle. 

Eminent parts indeed are not to be acquired, though 

our talents may, in [orne meafure, be improved; 

but integrity is within the reach of the meaneft ca­

pacities, and if every individual would endeavour to 

amend himfelf, a virtuous man would foon be­

come a lefs uncommon being, than he feems to be 

at prefent. 

FABLE CXXX,TJII. 

7'he Envious Man and the Covetous Man. 

AN Envious Man and a Covetous Man put up 

their prayers to Jupiter at the fame time. 

7upiter fent Apollo to fatisfy their demands. J""'hat 

God promifed to fulfil their utmofl: willies, with 
this 
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this condition, thai what one obtained for himfelf, 
the ot!1er ihould receive the fame in a double pro­
portion. The Mifer paufed a long time, not being 
able to fix on a fum large enough for his defires; 
but at laft reflecting, that whatever his companion 
demanded, he ihould have it doubled, he declined 
preferring his own petition, till that of the other 
had been fatisfied. U I:JOn this the Envious Man 
immediately requefi-ed to be deprived of one of 
his eyes; well pleafed with the lofs, on condition 
that his companion ihould be deprived of both. 

fv1 0 R A L. 
Thus Avarice, unbld'l amic!Jl his }lore, 
Pojftfling millions, pants for millions more: 
While Envy his own pleafures can't enjoy, 
But pines and jickens at another's joy. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
This fable is levelled at two of the blackeR: paffions, that infeft the human breaft. Covetouf­

nefs, as we have often faid already, is at once a 
miferable and an abfurd difpofition ; but Envy is 
a temper of mind almofi- diabolical. All othef 
vicious pa:ffions are but intemperate longings to 
gratify our ill-regulated deflre~.: but Envy is not exerted in willies to promote our own pleafures, 
but is el1}ployed in unnatural repinings at the felicity of others, and in hellifh endeavours to blaft 
and deftroy it. However, they who groan under a:ffiittions, which the cruelty or artifice of the en­
vious have brought upon them, may at leafi- confole themfelves with this reBeCl:ion; that the torments, 
which they fuffer, are light and. trivial, in com­
parifon with thofe, which fill wft:h anguifh the bofoms of the envious themfelves. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E CXXXIX. 

'I' he Man and the W eafel. 

AW eafel, being taken by a Man, who was 

jufr going to kill him, mofr piteoufiy im­

plored him . to fpare his life, faying, 0 [ave me ! 

I am your friend : It is I that deJlroy the mice 

for you, and keep your houfe ·clear from vermin. 

True, replied the man, you do fo : but why? to 

ferve yourfelf, not me ; for you commit the fame 

fault, and do me as much mifchief as the mice 

themklves. Your plea for mercy, therefore, is 

good for nothing. 

M 0 R A L. 

crhiif-takers thus their fervices may boqjl, 

But all can tell who merits hanging mo.fl: 

Small praije is theirs, who petty pilf'rers watch, 

'flemfelves more guilty than the thieves they catch. 

APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is almofr impoffible in nature, for any thing 

to be fo completely evil, as to produce no acciden­
tal good ; but: this, which is merely the effeCl: of 
chance, cannot be afcribed to the evil-doer, or pro­
perly claimed by him, as a meritorious circumftance. 
in his favour. If the wicked were admitted to ufe 
fuch pleas with fuccefs, villany would triumph, and 
criminals would be exempted from puniihment. 

FAB. CXL. 7'heGrafshopper and the Owl. 

A Grafshopper took it into her head to revile an 
OwJ, that fat 011 a tree hard by, telling her 

that fue was a ftupid, difagreeable creature, that 
hooted and {creamed all night, and fat :fleeping all 
day. The more the Owl begged her to be quiet, 
the more louclly fbc reproached and reviled him. 
After having bcfeeched her to defi:fl: for ieveral times 

,~n 
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in vain, the Owl determined to filence her by fha­

tagem. Since, neighbour, faid the Owl, the melody 

o~ your voice, charming as the lute of Apollo, will 

not fuffer me to fleep, I am refolved to drink fome 

neB:ar, lately given me by my mifirefs Pallas: 

If you will deign to tafl:e it, come, and we will 
drink together. The Gra{shopper being very thirfl:y, 

and pleafed at the fame time with the praifes of her 

voice, flew brifkly up to the tree, when the Owl 

feized her, and procured by her death that quiet, 

which in her life time ihe would not permit him 

to enjoy. 
!vi 0 R A L. 

Heads arm'd with flratagem and fenfe, 
Still t1·iumph o'er impertinence: 

Spor·t not zuith men of ·wit, ye fools, 
uns dang'rous playing with edg'd tools. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 

A petulant difpofition often involves its poffeffor 
in very difagreeable fcrapes. If they throw out 
their impertinence again:ft perfons of an impatient 
temper, they are fure to receive immefliate chafiife­
ment by tweaks of the nofe, or kicks on the 
breech. They, who are poffelied of leis irritability 
and more patience,. are commonly the perfons, 
whom foch witlings pitch upon as the butt of 
their jocularity and impertinence. With thefe~ 

:however, it is fcarce fafe for them to indulge their 
:filly vein too far. Patient tempers, urged beyond 
a certain point, become more furious, and rev.enge 
themfelves with greater fe\'erity than more ha:fty 
difpoftti.ons :. The infignificance of the offender 
prote& him for fome time, but his rep ated imper­
tinence expofes him to puni.iliment at lafi ; as a. 

man 
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]I1an di!turbed with a troublefome fly buzzing about 
him, may perhaps put it by two or three times with 
his hand, till at length he is provoked to beat it to 
the ground, and cruih the idle infeB: to pieces. 

FAlL CXLI. Ccefar and the Slave. 

T IBERIUS ClESAR, going one day to a villa 
not far from Rome, amufed himfelf before 

dinner with walking in the garden, when a Slave, 
belonging to the houfe, thinking to feem very alert 
and officious in his fervice, took occafion to be run­
ning perpetually before him with a watering-pot, 
fkipping about from walk to walk, and laying the 
dufr, now in -:ne place and now in another, ( jufi as 
Ccefar happened to turn himfelf) in order to difplay 
his diligence more effectually. Ccefar ihrewdly ima­
gining, that the drift of all his trifling indufiry was 
to procure his Jiberty by manumiffion, (which was 
performed by a flight fhoke of the hand upon the 

face} 
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face) called the Slave up to him, coolly faying, Do 

not put yourfelf to fo much trouble, friend, I cannot 

afford to fell you a flap of the face fuch a bargain. -

M 0 R A L. 

Thus when th' ojjicious flatterer pretends 

A Jriendjhip for you, but to ferve his ends, 

L et kicks, cuffs, bruifes be his only gains, 

Or let him have his labour for his pains. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Diligence and indufl:ry, though laudable in them­

felves, become riuiculous by mifapplication. Sloth 

and idlenefs are indeed qualities, defl:ruB:ive to a 

ftate, but it is furely much better to do nothing, 

than to be abfurdl y bufy, omd to take infinite 

pains in the mofl: trifling employments. It is not 

eafy to draw an accurate piCture of fuch a mind; 

but we may fairly venture to affert, that the cha­

raCter in the above fable, is not delineated with half 

of that exquifite humour, which is contained 

in the following portrait, as drawn by the mafl:erly 

hand of an EngliH1 artifr. . 

" lf/i!llVimble is younger brother to a baronet, 

" and defcended of the ancient family of the Tf/z'mbles. 

" He is now between forty and fifty; but being 

" bred to no bufinefs and born to no efiate, he ge­

" nerally lives with his elder brother as fuperintendant 

" of his game. He hunts a pack of dogs better than 

" any man in the country, and is very famous for 

" finding out a hare. He is extremely well verfed 

" in all the little handicrafts of an idle man: he 

" makes a May-fly to a miracle; and furni:fhes the 

" whole country ·with angle-rods. As he is a good­

" natured officious Fellow, and very much efleemed 

" upon account of his family, he is a welcome 

" guefi: at every ho.u[e, and keeps up a good cor 
refpondencc 
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" refpondence among all the gentlemen about him. 
" He carries a tulip-root in h1s pocket from one to 
" another, or exchanges a puppy between a couple 
" of friends that live perhaps in the oppofite fides of 
" the county. Will is a particular favourite of all 
" the young heirs, whom he frequently obliges 
" with a net that he has weaved, or a fctting-dog 
" that he has made himfelf. He now and then pre­
" fents a pair of garters ofhis own knitting to their 
" mothers or fifiers; and raifes a great deal of mirth 
" amo11g them, by enquiring as often as he meets 
" them h()W they wear ? " 

FA B. CXLII. The Blackamoor. 

A Man, who had purchafed a Blackamoor, 
imagined that the dark and dingy colour of 

his complexion was owing to nothing but mere 
negligence and flovenlinefs. Poffeffed with this 
notion, he placed the poor Black in a wailiing-tub, 
and ordered his fervants to fcour him white as faR: 

as 
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as poffible. Accordingly the fervants began to rub 

him down with towels and brufhes, and to fcrub 

him with foap and (and, but all to no purpofe ; 

f~r the colour of his !kin was frill black, and the 

only effetl: of their labour, was, that the poor 

fellow caught cold, and died. 

MORAL. 

'lbe fool, who takes pains, 

And racks his p.oor brains, 

· And endeavours without any gmius to writt, 

Will _make nature's fool 

An ideot by rule, 

But never be able /() wa1h the Black white. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Application, direCted to a wrong purpofe, makes 

pains and affiduity ridiculous. Nature cannot, by 

any art or labour, be changed ; and it is in vain to -

attempt a total transformation in our genius, per­

fen, or complexion. A dull fellow can no more · 

fucceed in his endeavours to pleafe and delight 

by faying finart things, than a lame man could dif­

play his gentility in dancing ; and would only ma­

nifefl: his fiupidity fo much the more by his clumfy 

jefts, as the aukward attempts of the cripple would 

make his infirmity the more confpicuous. We fhould 

learn therefore to conduCt 0ur indufrry with wifdom: 

we fhould !hive to difcover which way our genius is 

direCted, that we may apply ourfelves to a judicious 

cultivation and improvement of nature, and be fure 

never to thwart or oppofe it. 

FABLE 
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FAB. CXLIII. '!'he A[s and the Fox. 

fAN Afs, having put on a Lion's ikin, went 
abroad in it to the great terror of the other 

beafl:s. At lafl: meeting with the Fox, the .Afs, in 
order to frighten him the more, fet up a mofr 
hideous noife. Aha ! faid the Fox, is it you r 
vVhy, really your figure would have terrified me, 
but your braying has made me qu ite eafy. 

M 0 R A L. 
rhe fop, with empty Jdls and Jiffy finile, 
Women) or men like women, may beguile; 
Howe' er with fools his Jenfclefi prate may pafs, 
The man of fenfe Joon knows him for an .I!Js. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Speak! that ! may know thee, was the faying of an antient philofopher ; and indeed the tollgue of every man is the truefi herald of his own felly or 

wifdom. 
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wifdom. We cannct fafely determine on a perfon's 

character, till we hear their · converfation. Grave 

looks, and (olemn dep rtment may fometimes de­

ceive the mofr accurate obferver; but wife difcourfe 

cannot be fu ccefsfully counterfei ed or affUJned. The 

fenten tious block:1ead is as eafily difcerned as thfl pert 

coxcomb ; and the tongue, whatever faHhoods it 
utters on other occafions, yet, in this infiance, may 

be faid never to lie. 

FABLE CXLIV. 

~he Shepherd's /Boy and the Wolf. 

A N unlucky Lad, who tended !beep on an high 

ground, ufed frequently to divert himfelf by 

bawling out the vVolf! the vVolf! The huf.bandmen 

in the adjoining grounds, alarmed at his cries, left 

their work, and ran to his .. 111france; but finding 

that the young rogue alway& bantered them, re-
folved 
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folved at laft to take no further notice of his cries ... 
Soon .afterwards the Wolf really came; the Boy 
bawled ont theW olf! with truth ; but the country­
men, having been fo · often deceived, paid no at­
tention to his cries, and left the fheep a prey to 
the Wolf. 

M 0 R A L. 
Rank lies repeated, oft and oft deteCled, 
Make truth itfe!f for a rank lie fufpetled. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Of all the charaCters in life a notorious liar is the 

moft contemptible. His words are always treated 
with the utmoft contempt, nor can the moft folemn 
affeverations procure credit to what he delivers; nay, 
truth itfelf has not fufficient authority to give a 
fanetion to his relations, which have been fo often 
compofed of faHhood. He therefore, who would go 
through the world with reputation or fuccefs muft 
preferve a religious adherence to truth; for no talents 
or indufiry can give him weight with others, or in­
duce the refi of mankind to place any confidence in 
a man, who is known to deviate without fcruple 
fFom veracity. Nor can this be wondered at; for 
as lies, whether proceeding from intereft, vanity, or 
wantonnefs, make us unfit for fociety, it is with 
great jufiice that the reft of mankind refufe to have 
the leafi commerce with us, when fuch an inter­
courfe would only give us frequent opportunities t<~ 
difrrefs or ridicule them. 

FABLE 
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FABLE CXLV. 

'!'he Bees, the Drones, and the W afp. 

AParcel of Drones claiming the property of 
fome hives and all the honeycombs, difputed 

it with the Bees, appointing the Wafp umpire be­
tween them. The Wafp direCled the Bees to take 

t>ne hive and the Drones another, and both parties 

to proceed to making honey, that he might be en­
abled to decide finally, which of them had the 
heft title to the property : but the Drones, refufing 

to come into this propofal, the W afp adjudged the 

hives to be the property of the Bees. 

M 0 R A L. 

The wretch who worh not for his daily bread, 
Sighs and complains, but ought not to be fed. 

~hink, whm you fie flout beggars on their fland, 

The lazy are the loclffis of tbe land. 
APPLI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The fure£1: method of deteCting ignorance and 

inability, is to put the arrogant pretenJers to 
knowledge to the te£1:. We cannot fafely deter­
mine upon boafied parts, till their value is proved 
by a fair trial : and if thofe, who affume the praife 
due to works of ingenuity, and claim them as 
their property, refufe to prove their title by a fimilar 
difplay of their talents, we may well conclude, 
that their pretenfions are founded on falfehood, and 
that they are themfelves mere impofiors. 

FABLE CXLVI. 

CJ'he Falconer and the Partridge. 

'AFalconer having taken a Partridge, the bird 
preffed him t0 let him go, promifmg in re­

turn, to decoy others into his net. No indeed, thou 
treacherous bird, replied the Falco~er, for he who 

would 
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would betray others, to fave himftlf, infread of mercy 

cleferves tenfold punifhment. 

MORAL. 

Jf/b-en harden' d villains, from the gallows 

To fave themjelves, impeach their Jellows1 

It i~· but jlfllice, jirfl to hang 

The evidence, and then tbe gang. 

APPLICATION. 
Villains are often fo abandoned, andwholly lo.fr to 

{hame, that infiead of owning their crimes w~th humi­

lity and contrition, they have the affurance to glory 

in their wickednefs, and tp make a merit of their 

vices. To betray our friends is the blackefr of 

crimes ; yet traitors are very apt to endeavour to re­

commend themfelves by their treachery, and take a 

firange method of manifefring their attachment to 

new friends by lhe.wing how eafiJy they can abufe 

the confidence placed in them by their old ones. 

But the villainy of thefe praB:ices is fo flagrant and 

atrocious., that the wretches, who are capable of 

them, feldom fucceed. Even they who employ them, 

as u[eful infrruments in the dirty bufincfs of party or 

faB:ion, are fhocked at the bafenefs of their minds, 

and never dare to put any trufi in men., who recom­

mended themfelves to notice by the mofi impious 

violation of friendiliip, and breach of faith. Such 

is the opinion that even their patrons entertain of 

t.hefe traitors., and their reward is often jufily fLtited 

to fuch an opinion ; for though they are, as it were 

the :fteps by which others climb the ladder of prefer-

, ment, they are at la:ft frequently obliged to mount 

another very different ladder themfel ves. 

M FABLE 
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FABLE CXLVII. 

The Wolf, the _Fox, and the Ape. 

A Difference having arifen between the Wolf 

and the Fox, the Ape was appointed judge 

.between them. The Wolf accufed the Fox of having 

robbed him; the Fox pleaded Not Guilty; and the 

Ape pronounced the following judgment. As for 

you, faid he [peaking to the Wolf, I do not believe 

that you have been robbed, as you pretend; and yet, 

_Renard, faid he, turning to the Fox, I do not doubt 

but you have £l:olen the things, which you have fo 

pofitively fworn that you have not touched. 

~A 0 R A L. 

Well may the court fit puzzled to decide, 

PJ/hen witn~!Jes Jwear falfe on either fide : 

But Jaftly judge and jury make an end on' t, 

lf/bo brand for kna-ves both plaintiff and defendant. 

APP LI-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The quarrels of bad men are made up of bafenefs 

and villainy on both fides. Tneir differences are 

commonly founded in mutual treachery, and carried 

on, by both parties, with an equal degree of fraud 

and violence. Each jufily accufes the other, and 

though we di!believe the accufations of neither, yet 

he who charges his oppofer with evil praB:ices, de­

rives no credit from the imputations thrown on his 

adverfary. Honefr men, who are witnefles to the 

difpute, conceive an equally bad opinion of both 

parties; as in a battle between two chimney-fweepers, 

the flanders -by fcarce confider one of the combatants 

as a more polite and gentlemanlike charaCter than 

the other. 

FAB. CXLVIII. The ·wife Lion. 

A Lion, having !lain a fa t bullock, was juft about 

to devour his prey, when a T hief frept boldly 

in, and claimed his !hare of it. I woulJ gi\'e it 

M 2 you 
,; 
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you friend, faid the Lion, if you was not fo much 
accufiomed to take it cf your own accord; but as 
a puniiliment of that infolence, you ihall have none. 

J ui1: at that time, an honefi: Traveller happen­
ing to pafs by, drew back at fight of the Lion, 

and was retiring as fafi: as poffible ; but the Lion, 
laying afide all the terror of his countenance, called 

after him, faying, do not be frightened, honeft man, 

but rather come and take part in this prey, as a re­
ward of your modefi:y. Upon which he divided 

the bullock, and giving an equal portion to the 
Traveller, retired into the woods with the other 

part of it. 

M 0 R A L. 

'Tis wijdom's part witb firmnefs tfJ witl?fiancl 
The bold pretender's infolent demand; 
But merit from her hand has oft acquir' rl 
The }11/ reward, to which it ne'er ajpir'd. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
Moclefi:y is one of the mofi: becoming vi:tues that 

adorns the human heart. There is fomething in it, 
which prepoffeffes us ftrong1y in favour of him that 
wears it, and generous minds long to affifi: the worthy 
man, that feems diffident of his merit, and cannot 
prevail on himfelf to challenge the praife or tri­
bute he deferves. On the other hand, forwardnefs 
and arrogance give us a difgufi: to thofe, who are 
urged by them to make infolent demands of rewards 
or applaufe ; fuch affuming pride and vanity, net 
to fay impudence, derog<~.te from real worth, and 
make the want of it more confpicuous to ~he eyes of 
the judicious, however it may fometin:es impofe on 
weak and !hallow minds. The condutt of the Lion 

m 
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in the fable may ferve as an admonition to the great 

in the diihibution of their favours; and infuuct 

them to give a proper check to the bold and for­

ward, and to draw merit from the fhaJe, and vir­

tue from obfcurity. 

F AB. CXLIX. Mercury and the Carver. 

M ER CUR v, defuous to know at what rate he 

...... was efi:eemed among men , went into a Car­

ver's fhop, and demanded the price of feveral images. 

vVhat do you afk for th.is fiatue? faid he, pointing 

to a figure of jupiter. Half a crown, fai d the C<l r­

\ C'r. And what for this? faid fllfercury, pointing to 

one of ]um. A crown, faid the Carver. Then 

Jl/!ercury fmili;1g with a felf-fu.fficient air, and point­

ing to an image of himfelf, faid, And pray, friend, 

what is the price of this elegant, pretty, neat, li tde 

figur ? Oh, as for that, replied the Carv r, if you 

l'v1 3 will 
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will buy 7upiter and Juno of me, you fhall have 
Mercury for nothing. 

M 0 R A L. 
Mi;1ed hy vanity, with empty glee, 
The coxcomb afl·s, pray, what cl'ye think of me? 
Yet furely hence no glory can he reap, 
But only find that all men hold him cheap. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It argues a little mind, to be too anxious and fol-

1icitous concerning our fame. We iliould take care 
I to regulate our conduB: by the rules of wifdom and 

virtue ; and rather found our aCtions on the princi­
ples of honefty, than be uneafy concerning the 
eftirnation they bear in the opinion of others. Fame, 
which is lodged in the pGpular voice, mufr necef­
farily be of a capricious nature ; and as the vulgar 
are mofr fond of objects that raife wonder and afio­
nifbment, their applaufe and admiration walt on 
brilliant, rather than honefr aCtions. He that pants 
for fame, will alfo find his purpofe difappointed by 
too mHch eagernefs in the purfuit, and will for ever 
fubjeCt his vanity to be mortified by inquiries after 
his own charaCter. A thoufand rcafons may con­
fpire tJ induce others to detraCt from his reputation, 
or perhaps in truth to entertain a mean opinion of 
him. It would therefore be mofi prudent, and 
perhaps conduce more to promote even our fame, 
as well a~t our peace, to be careful" of the intent 
and motive of om aB:ions, and carelefs of their 
confequences. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CL. '!'he Travellers. 

T wo men travelling together, one of them 

picked up an ax, which lay in the road, faying, 

I have found an ax. Nay, faid the other, do not 

fay I, but we have found an ax. Soon after being 

perfued by the owner of the ax, and in danger of 

being taken, the man who had found it, cried, we 

are undone. Nay;friend, faid the other, do not fay 

we, but I am undone : for fince you would not part 

with any of the profit, you mufl: take all the danger. 

M 0 R A L . 

.A pair of Jaitbful friends, like man and wife, 

Divide the bliffings and the cares of lift : 
Neither knows partial good, or partial curfe, 

Each true to each, for better or for worfe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Man is a focial animal ; and therefore felfiilinefs 

is contrary to the interefl: of our nature. No orte 

M 4 includes 
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includes within himfelf every thing neceffary for his 
defence and fupport; and fince he mufi have re­
courfe to others for his fecurity and prefervation, he 
ought chearfully to £hare bleffings as well as evils in 
common with them. vVhoever is fo narrow-minded 
as to exclude his friend from any portion of the be­
nefits, to which fuch an intimate connetl:ion entitles 
him, may perhaps engro!s fome petty advantage to 
himfelf, but wiil be obliged to encounter dangers 
and difficulties alfo without a companion. Genc­
rofity is the eafy price at which we purchafc friend­
lhips ; and he -vvho refufes to pay it, will too late 
repent his niggardly difpofition, when he feeq; him- . 
fel.f furrounded with perils without defence, and 
threatened by impending misfortunes without pro­
teclion. 

F AB. CLI. <The Sparrow and the Hare. 

A Sp:urow was crue~ enough to infult an Hare, 
as fhe lay fl:rugglmg beneath the paws of an 

eagle. Vvhere, faid the Sparrow~ is your wonted 

fpecJ? 
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jpeed ? Have your legs failed you ? Pufs ! Why do 

not you rife, aiJd efcape from your oppre.ffor ? In the 

midfi: of thefe bitter jefrs, an Hawk came unawares 

:upon the Sparr.o-vv, and notwithfianding his v::tin. 

ihrieks and cries, feized him, and pHt him to death. 

At fight of this, the Hare, though half dead, could 

-not forbear uttering thefe words. I mufr confefs it 

gives me fome comfort in the a2;onies of death, that 

you, \·vho was inhmnan enough to laugh at my mi­

fery, are now obliged to deplore your own. 

WI 0 R A L· 

c.rrarlefinan, infult not, if a rzcigbbaur Jui!, 

Lejl, by and f~,, yourfe!f jhould ~;o to jail: 

.Ll\lor, ~/a damfil flip, prude, jhake your hMd, 

Lift you yau~(elf next month be brought to bed. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

lt is ungenercus and inhuman to infult our fellow­

creatures in clifrrefs. He mufr furcly h<Jve a very 

bad heart, and no very good head, who can look on 

the day of grief, or the hour of death, as :1 proper 

feafon for raillery and impertinent jefrs . J f any other 

arQ"uments were necefr:1ry, or might be fu ppo{ed 

capable of enforcing moral precepts on th ofe, who 

cannot be actuated by humanity, it might be adJed~ 

that the viciilitudes of human affairs, render fuch 

behaviour imprudent Cl.S well as barbarous; fince vo:e 

cannot tell how foQn we may ourfelve£ be rCU!._tced 

to lotment the woes, whi h a!·e now th obj cts of 

our derifion. 

F. BLE 
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F AB. CLII. '!'he Thieves and the Cock. 

SOME Thieves, who had broken into a houfe, 
found nothing but a Cock, which they carried 

off with them. When they were going to kill him, 
he crowed very movingly, faying, that he was ufe­
{ul to men, by calling them up at midnight to their 
labour. So much the more pernicious art thou to 
us, replied the Thieves, who cannot rob fecurely, 
when your crowing has alarmed the whole family. 

1vl 0 R A L. 
:Your virtues never unto Rogues relate : 
Your virtues are the very things they hate. 

A P P L i C A T I 0 N. 
We cannot :fink our nature3 to a baler degree of 

infamy, than to reduce ourfelves to the odious 
neceffity of b coming enemies to virtue. Yet every 

man 
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man that engages in a vicious employment, makes 

, himfelf, as it were, the natural adverfary of virtue. 

This is the worfl: part of the character of the fiends 

themfelves: . and how cautious ought we to be of 

adrnitting fuch diabolical principles into our minds, 

and of approaching to the black nature of the mofr 

hateful beings, infl:ead of endeavouring to make 

glorious advances to the Divinity !· 

FABLE CLIII. 

Cf'he Lion, the Afs, and the Fox. 

T HE Lion, the Afs, and the Fox, went out 

together on a party of hunting, and having 

ran down m:my beafl-s in the chace, the Lion or­

dered the Afs to divide the fpoil among them. The 

Afs did fo, and havin g difhibuted it into three equal 

parts, laid them before the Lion to take his choice. 

But the Lion ofFended Jt fuch an indignity, as he 

fancied 
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fancied it, tore the Afs to pieces, and orderecl the Fox to divide it into tw-o parts. The Fox gathered up the three parts together, and laid them all before the Lion. Heyday! Reynard, fa:d the L:on, who 
taught you this method of diil:ribution ? I learnt it, ilr, replied the Fox, from my friend the Afs, who lies dead yonder. 

NI 0 R A L. 
Though with candour and jujiice he jeem to pre}ide, 
When you deal with a'ty1·ant, beware of his pride! 
Sooih h-is vanity jtill, if you'd make hi1n y~ur fi-iend, 
Or his jl!flice and .candour are foon at an end. 

APPLICATION. 
It requires great caution and circumfpr.£rion ~o conduCt ourfelvcs without danger or reproach among the Great; -and we give no mean token of our pru­dence and fagac.ity, if we can make. the miil:akes of .others ferve as warnings to ourfelves~ To deal with perfons po:ffeffed of an overgrown authority or power, much art, and perhaps too fome little degree o'f meannefs and fervi1ity is requiflte : the latter in­-deed are qualifications that fcarcely deferve to be recommended, and yet it is difficult to fay how we can otherwife preferve ourfelves in fecurity. It is unfortunate, that the Great imagine themfelves above admonition or reprehenfion; for it is furely the feverefi fatire on their grandeur, that their infe­riors are obliged to make ufe of mean arts in their commerce with them, and that it is impoffible 10 .act fafel y with opennefs ancl generofity. 

FABLE 
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F.A.BLE 

·':fhe Trun1peter taken Prifoner. 

A Trumpeter, being t11ken by the enemy, 

begged hard for quarter, faying, that he 

was innocent of any mifchief, and was indeed in­

·capable of bloodilied, having no other infirument 

than his trumpet. So much the more worthy art 

thou of death, replied the Enemies, who, though 

unable to fight thyfel f, yet delighteft to fiir up 

-otllf'JS to battle. 

MORAL. 

Hard, that tbe Peafont fhould on Tyburn Jwing'J 

Vrg'd by blind rege to fight Llgairift his King: 

But jL!flly jitre he .mer.its his pe?·dz'tiorz, 

lJ71Hje breath jirjl blew Jb.t tr-umpet of Jedition. 

APPL I-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Incendiaries have very little right to plead their 

inaB:ivity, and their not proceeding to aCts of 
open violence, as arguments of their innocence. 
He 'who induces another to commit crimes, is by 
many degrees deeper in villainy than the wretch 
that is prevailed on to perpetrate them ; as in 
horrible confpiracies, they who devifed the plot, 
and planned the execution of it, are more guilty 
than the low hireling who is employed to fet 
iire to the train. · 

FAB. CLV. :the Eagle and the Cro~r. 

A N Eagle defcending rapidly from a high rock 
flew down upon the back of a lamb, and 

grafping it in his talons bore it up into the air 
with him. A Crow, who faw this from a neigh­
bouring tree, immediately refolved to attempt the 

fam , 
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fame, and came down with great precipitation upon 

a ram : but infiead of being able to carry it up 

into the air with him, he found himfelf intangled 

in the fleece ; and not being able to difengage 

bimfelf, he was feized by the iliepherd, and given 

to the country lads for their fport and amufement. 

M 0 , R A L. 

They who by imitations covet fame, 

Oft incur dangers, and follicit jhame; 

For tbough the bright o.riginal we prize, 

His abjeCl imitator all defpife. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Every man iliould examine the fhength of his 

own mind with attention and impartiality, and not 

fondly flatter himfelf by meafuring his own taients 

by the falfe fiandard of the abili ~ics of another. VIe 

can no more adopt the genius of another man, 

than affume his ihape and perfon; and an imitation 

of his manner would no more become us, than 

his cloaths. Man is indeed an imitative animal ; 

but whatever we take from general obfervation, 

without fervilely copying the praEl:ice of any indivi­

dual, becomes fo mixed and incorporated with our 

notions that it may fairly be called our own. Al­

mofr every man has fomething original in himfelf, 

which, if duly cultivated might perhaps procure 

him efreem and applaufe; but if he negleCts his 

natural talents, or perverts them by an abfurd 

imitation of others, he becomes an objcB: of ridi­

cule; efpecially, if he attempts to perform things 

beyond the compafs of his firength or underfianding. 

FABLE 
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FABLE CLVI. 
The Old Woman and her Maids. 

A N Old Woman, who had [eJleral Maid-fervants, 
ufed to call them up every morning before <iaylight at the crowing of the cock. But the Maids, 

not chufing to he difiurbcd fo ear1 y, killed the poor 
cock, thinking that they might then enjoy th~ir 
Deep longer in the morning. But they found thcm­
{elvcs much deceived, for the Old \Voman difcover­
:ing what they had d )ne, was determined to be even 
with them, and roufed them out of their beds almoil: 
£unfiantl y in the middle of the night. 

Iv1 0 R A L. 
Take courage hence, ye wife, nor dread deceit; 
Good Jenfe and craft, how fildom diJ they mcr:t! 
Tho' keen, yet feeble, are the jharper's tools, 
Al'Id cunning's the pee uli ar gift of fools. 

A P P L I-
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A P. P L I C A T I 0 N. 

We are very incompetent judges of the confe­

quences, which any poffible event may produce; 

yet we are fond of carving out our fortune for our­

felves, and wilh to remove this or that objetl:, 

which we imagine fiands between us and our feli­

city. That o'bjetl: removed, often lhews us, how 

grofc5ly we were miil:aken in our notions, and leaves 

us in a much worfe fituation than we were before. 

\Ve lhould therefore endeavour to content ourfdves 

in our prefent 1l:ation; or if the infirmity of our 

tempers embitters our l ives_, we fhould at leafr re­

tain fo much virtue, as not to aim ~t mending our 

fortune by fraud or violence. 

FABLE CLVII. 

:fhe Huibandn1an and hz's Sons. 

ACertain Hu!bandman, at the point of death, 

c .dled his Sons to his bedftde, <:tnd befpoke 

them thus. My dear boys, all the patrimony which 

I 
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I have to bequeath you is my vineyard, and that I 
leave equally among you. Be fure dig it up care­
fully, and you will find in it gre~t treafure. The 
Father died, and his Sons, thinking to difcover 
many a pot of gold buried in the vineyard, dug it 
up with great affiduity, and turned over every foot 
of ground in it. Their hopes of golden treafures 
were indeed difappointed, but their labour was 
amply rewarded in the fertility of the vineyard, 
and they h:ad reafon to admire the wife advice of 
their father. 

MORAL. 
AJ]iduous pains the fwelling coffers fill, 
And all may make their fortune, if tbey will. 

A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
The moil valuable legacy, which a father can beque:1th his children, is to put them in the way of coming at an honeft livelihood. He that fettles his fon in an advantageous way of life, provided he will perfue it with indufrry, may be confi­dered as leaving him a vineyard to labour in, which will afford him certain treafure, if he will dig it up with pains and affiduity. Every good father gives in effect the fame prudent counfel to his children, and it is much to be regretted, that there are fo many idle and abanooned young men, whom no artifice can lure to their interet!, and whom no admonitions can incite to a difcharge of their duty. 

FABLE 



.l:E S 0 P 's F A B L E S. 259 

F AB. CL VIII. - 'The Cat and the Cock. 

ACat having feized a Cock, and cafring about 

for fome reafon to devour him, began to 

heap feveral accufations upon ,him. You are, faid 

the Cat, a turbuhmt animal, that crow all night, 

and will . not let people fleep quietly in their beds : 

befides which, you are intolerably impious, and fo·r 

the fake of gratifying a vicious appetite, do not even 

abfrain from an unlawful commerce with your mo­

ther or your ftfl:ers. The Cock excufed himfelf, 

faying, that his crowing was calculated to excite 

mortals to indufrry; and the gratification 'of his 

paffions ferved to produce eggs and chickens for the 

miihefs of the family. Thefe are all pretences, 

replied the Cat, or let them be what they will, I 

am not to fafr, becaufe of your innocence : And 

then tore the poor Cock to pieces. 

M 0 R A L. 

J.f/hen guilt pre·vails, and robbers take the jielrl, 

Virtu/ s no guard, and innocm,·e no jhield. 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
On this occafion we can only repeat, what we have often obferved before; that it is vain to exculpate ourfelves to the wicked in power, or to plead our innocence before the tribunal of a corrupt judge. \Vho \vould meHtion his integrity to an highwayman, or expeCt that he would return a purfe, when he is convinced of our honefl:y? Some villains, indeed, endeavour to palliate their crimes with idle excufes; but if they find it impoffible to glofs over their ac­tions with any fpecious colouring, nothing can ftop their violence, or prevent their rapine. 

F AB·. CLIX. 'l:he Young T\1an and his Cat. 

A Young Man, who was paffionately enamoured 
of his Cat, befeeched Venus to transform her 

into a woman. The godJefs granted his prayer, 
and Pufs was metamorphofecl into a mofi agreeable 
.and beautiful young lady. The Youth, tranfported 

with 
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with joy, took -his wife to bed with him. In the 

midfi of the night a moufe ran acrofs the bed­

chamber. The new bride, who had formerly been 

an excellent moufer, leaped out of bed in perfuit of 

it. TheY outh was afuamed; and Venus, enraged 

at fuch a violation of her rites, converted her into a 

Cat again, feeing, that tholfgh lhe had affumed a 

new ihape, ihe !till retained her old difpGfition. 

M 0 R A L. 

No charm can raife from dirt a grov' ling mind; 

Curs will be cur-s, and Cats will after kind. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. . 

People of a low tum and mean education can­

not change their principles by changing their fitu­

ation. In the midil: of fplendor and magnificence, 

they {till retain the fame narrow fentiments, and 

feldom fail to betray, by fome dirty aCtion, the 

bafenefs of their original. Young men, like him 

in the fable, are often apt to place their affeCtions 

on fome low creature, and become fo paffionately 

enamoured of her, as to make her a wife, thinking 

to cnrwble her mind by fuch an alliance. But, 

when the firfl: ardour of paffion is abated, how often 

do they experience the abfurdity of fuch chimerical 

notions ! How do they blu:fh, like the youth before 

us, at the conduCt of their wives! and how glad 

would they be, like him alfo, to degrade the_wretches 

whom they have fo injudicioufly exalted, and to re· 

duce them to their original meannefs ~ 

FA .BLE 
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FAB. CLX. :r'he Horfe and the loaded Afs. 

AHorfe and an Afs, who belonged to a country 
fellow, were both g0ing along the road to­

gether, Libouring under a heavy burthen. The 
poor Afs, ready to fink under fuch a grievous load, 
defired the Horfe to relieve him by taking a part of 
it ; but the Horfe cruelly refufing, the Afs dropt 
down dead in the road : upon which the country 
fellow placed the whole burthen upon the Horfe, 
and the ikin of the Afs into the bargain. 

MORAL. 
Jlffily it happens, that th' inhuman elf 
Oft proves at lc:Ji inhuman to himfe!f. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
We pay no mean compliment to our nature, when we chriften the firft virtue of it by the name of humanity. 1·hus far indeed the name is well appropriated to it, that he who has no compaffion., 

none 
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norte of " the milk of human kindnefs" in his breafi: 

is unworthy of the title of a man. He finks even 

below the brutes; for they are in many in.ftances 

known to extend compaffion to their fellow brutes • 

. The heart that feels no angui{h at the misfortunes 

of others, nor fee·ls a defire to relieve thofe who 

groan under a load of forrow, is defiitute of the very 

grounds and principles of virtue. The eye, that has 

no tear for the griefs of a friend, is alfo blind to its own 

intere.ft; for fince the burthen of human affairs mufi: 

be born by fome or other of us, he who, for want of 

his timely affifhnce, permits his weak brother to fink 

under a greater weight than he is able to fufl:ain, will 

ultimately be punifhecl for _his cruelty, and be obliged 

to bear the whole himfelf. 

F AB. CLXI. 'The Father and his Sons. 

ACertain Man, whofe Sons were continually 

at variance, endeavoured to reconcile them to 

each other by the following .ftratagem. He called 

them all before him, and taking a parcel of fmall 

ft. 1 
lCK.S, 
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fticks, he tied them up clofe together in a bundle, 
and pref~nting it to each of the lads in- his turn, 
ordered them feverally to break it. They tried with 
all their might, but found it impoffible. Then the 
Father untied the bundle, and prefented each of 
them with a fingle ftick ; which when they had 
eaftly fnapped in funder, he faid thefe words. Thus, 
0 my fons, while you are united to each other by 
concord and affecrion, none can injure or deftroy 
you; but when you become divided by quarrels and 
animofities, you will fall an eafy prey to the weak ell: 
enemres. 

M 0 R A L. 
Djfirefs and ruin on divi)ions wait, 
But union is the bond of ev'ry flate; 
Dijloyalty's a plague, dijfention's worfe, 
.lind parties, -'Where they rage, a kingdom's curfl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is a very melancholy confi.deration to obfervc 

fo many families at variance among themfel ves. 
Every private family fhould conftder itfelf as a little 
ftate, the feveral members of which are united by 
one common jntereft; and any petty quarrels \Vith 
each other, are as fatal to their welfare, as factions 
are qangerous to the peace of the commonwealth. 
If the bond of natural affecrion is not ftrong enough 
to tie them to their duty, they fhould confider that 
their union gives them reciprocal ftrength, and con­
fequence among mankind. No enemy will dare to 
attack a body of men fo firmly attached to each 
other; they will fear to offend one of the number, 
]eft they iliould incur the refentment of the reft; 
but if they become fplit into parties, and difunited 
by quarrels, every petty opponent will venture to 

a tack 
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attack them, and the feveral relations deprived of 
proteB:ion and a:ffiftance from each other, would 
mutually fuffer, .and the whole family be liable to 
wrongs and violence~ 

FABLE CLXII. 

'I' he Serpent and the Man, 

A Serpent bit a boy? who \Vas. playing in the 

fields, fo venomoufly, that the child died of 

the '"'ound. The Father of the boy, enraged at 

the Serpent, {huck at him with an ax, and the 

Serpent narmwly efcaped into his hole, with the 

lofs of part of his tail, which was lopped off before 

he could draw it aU after him. The I\1an after­

wards r aced flour and honey before the hole, offer­

ing the Serpent to come to a reconciliat" on : but the 

Serpent anfwered him with a hifs to this purpofe. 

N Good 
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Good man, your labour is in vain: for while I fee­
and feel my tail maimed, aml you reflect on your 
fon's death, a friendihip between us is impoffible. 

M 0 R A L. 
Still in the mind, whate'er the lips profefi, 
Pqjl wrongs with bitter memory 1·emain: 
Seldom we truly pardon, till redrefs 
Has heal'd our woes, or vengeance footh'd our pain. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
' When perfons have carried their differences to a 

great length, it is in vain for them to think of re­
newing their friendihip. In the heat of their quar­
rel, many injuries muil: have been reciprocally of­
fered and received, which mufi: cancel the ftrongefi: 
bonds of amity. Though the fury of their diffen­
tions may indeed fubfide, yet neither can forgive 
the wrongs, which neither can forget. Friendiliip 
is of a tender and delicate nature; and if any cafual 
differences arife, as fuch things may happen between 
the heft friends, we iliould keep the il:rictefi: guard 
upon our tempers, and endeavour to conduCt: our­
felves with moderation in our difputes. If we fuffer 
our paffion to tranfport us too far, we .fhall do and 
fay fuch things, as will provoke our friend's refent­
ment to the h ighefl: pitch ; and both parties will be 
guilty of exceffes which will poifon their affection, 
and diifolve their friendlhip. 

FABLE 
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FAB. CLXIII. '1he_Fox and the Wolf. 

A vVolf, having laid in great i1ore of provifions, 

kepthome, pretending ficknefs: but _a Fox) 

fufpectirig the real reafon of the '"' olf's not going 

abroad, went t~ a iliepherd, telling him the place 

where the Wolf lay hid. The ilicpherd, having 

received this intelligence, t_ook a club, and da:fhed 

the Wolf's brains out. The Fox then took Pof­

feilion of the Hole, and the provifions, but did not 

long enjoy the fruits of his treachery ; for the :lhep­

'herd foo"n paffing that way again, knocked the Fox 

on the head alfo. 

M 0 R A L. 
Howe' er their plan witb jw-et cunning laid, 

Informers ever drive a dang'rous trade: 

Tbe thief this J~f!ion who has hang' d his brother, 

Sta·nds a fair chance ta fwing himfe!J another. 

Nz 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Virtue, fay the moraiiH:s, is it's own reward: and it may be added with equal jufiice, that villainy likewife commonly carries its puniihment along with it. We complain indeed of triumphant wickednefs, 

but it will be found upon a firiCl: examination, that there are few knaves exempted from the fate they deferve. Sooner or later jufiice overtakes their crimes, and though they may Bouriih in their wick­ednefs for a time, and perhaps be the infiruments of bringing other villains to puniihment, yet they will at lafl: fuffer in their -turn, and find their ill-gotten 
wealth unable to protect them from the firoke of divine vengeance. 

FAB. CLXIV. '!'he Porcupine and Snakes. 

~ 
~~ 

A Porcupine wanting ihelter, implored fome 
Snakes to admit him into their nefr, which 

rcquefi they kindly granted, but foon began to re­
pent of their compliance: for the Porcupine darting 

his 
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his quills about, they penetrated the tender bodies 

of the Snakes, and put them to fo much pain, that, 
after £hewing what they fuffered by many writhings 
and contortions, they were obliged to defire the Por­
cupine to depart, for that it was impoffible to live 

with fuch a troublefome companion. Not I indeed, 
faid the Porcupine, if my diverfion gives you <my 

uneafinefs, pray walk out yourfelves. 

l\t1 0 R A L. 

Blo/f witb domVJic comfort, ne'er admit 
Pert guifls, that arm with petulance their wit; 
CJ"beir arrows who throw out on ev'ry fide, 
Firft wound a friend, and then his fmart deride. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
ConneCtions of friendfhip and firiet mtlmacy 

-ought not to be formed without much caution a!J.d 
deliberation; left, if they fhould become troublefome-, 
and appear to be improper, we may not eafily be 
capable of getting rid of them. It has often hap­
pened, that a villain has been able to infinuate him­
felf fo far into the good graces of an whole family, 
that he has become intrufred with all their affairs, 
and had fuch unlimited confidence repofed in him, 
that when his villainy has at laft been apparent, 
they have not dared to remove him, as their lives 
and fortunes were perhaps both in his hands. How· 
narrowly therefore ihould we infpect the conduct 
and character of thofe, whom we take into our 
houfes and our bofoms, fince our fortune depends 
on them, and our happinefs is flaked ~n their 
fid li ty ! 

N3 FABLE 
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F AB. CLXV. The Gardener and his Dog. 

A Gardener's Dog, having tumbled into a well, 

i.. his mafi·er tz:n immediately to his afilftance, 

and putting down his arm to hc,p him out again, 

the fur1y Cur fnapped at his hand and bit it. U pen 

this, the Gardener ihook f.i.n off with fome difficulty, 

and dafhinz him deeper into the well, faid thus. 

Die then, for a vile Dog as thou art ! for the wretch 

that can wounJ the hand that is firetc.bed forth to 

favc his lif,", is not fit to li\'e. 

~A 0 R A L. 

rNe'er on the 'i.vretch yiJut· gen'tous aid obtrude, 

!Ybo feels mt the warm glow of gratitude; 

He hatrs the man, that lifts him from difpair, 

And pt!Js -zuith in.fidts his cMi"v'rcr's care. 

APPLI-
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A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 

The pu!liiliment of ingratitude is doing the moil 

ex~mplary piece of jufi-ice. The monfier who i~ 

capable of doing injuries to him who {hewers con­

tinual benefits on hi.:; head, cannot be treated with 

too much feverity. Servants in particular may be 

regarded as owing an efiJecial duty to their mafiers, 

b.::caufe they are not only in a fiate of inferiority to 

them, but arc- commonly further attached to them 

by many favours and obJ!g;ttiC~ns. For this rea{on 

the fervant, who lifts his h::mJ againfi- his malter, [5 

guilty of a more than ordimuy ofFence, and as bis 

crime is more heinous, his tortures lhould be more 

ii vcre. 

F AB. CLXV I. 'l.Jhe D0ve and the Ant. 

AN Ant going to a little brook to drink, Lll 

4oo. i.1to the water, anJ was hurried away by the 

{heJm. A Dore, who was fitting on a tree that 

h:wg over the hook, perceiving the Ant's difhefs, 

N 4 li= 
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bit off a little bough, and threw it into the water, 
hy help of which the Ant delivered herfelf from the 
danger fhe was in. J uft after this, a fowler came 
that way, and was preparing to plant his nets againfl: 
the Dove ; which the Ant obferving, made up tQ 
him, a-.1-1d bi.t him on the foot. The fowler gave a 
fudden twinge at the pain, and in his fid.l: alarm 
dropt the net hafrily on the ground ; at the noi{e of 
which the Dove being alarmed flew away, and faved 
her life from the fnares of the fowler. 

M 0 R A L. 
Ever with ready zeal your arm extend~ 
From danger to relieve a jinking friend: 
Who knows how Joon he may repay the debt, 
When for your lifc the wicked plants his mt. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Benevoience and compaffion bring down a blef­

fing on thofe, who exercife fuch fhining virtues. 
Their merit will not only meet it's reward in the 
next life, but often receives due retribution alfo in 
this. ACl:s of charity and kindnefs kindle the fparks 
of gratitude in the bofoms of thofe, who feel their 
influence ; and the changes and chances of this 
uncertain world often afford them an opportunity 
of manifefiing their fenfe of the obligation. It is 
our interefi therefore, as well as our duty, to cul­
tivate fuch an amiable di!pofition ; nor can any 
qualities more adorn· the heart of man, than to de­
light in doing good, and to entertain a grateful 
fenfe of the benefits conferred on us. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CLXVII. 'l'he Hen and the Swallow. 

A Hen, having found fome ferpent's eggs, fat 

upon them, intending to hatch them. A 

Swallow, feeing this, flew up to her, and cried out 

with reh~mence, How now, Dame Partlet, are 

you mad ? to fit hovering over a pernicious brood, 

who, the \'ery infhnt they are warmed into life, 

will begin their injurie£ upon yourfelf? 

I\1 0 R A L. 

Ingratitude, mark tUs, 0 youtb! 

h jhmpcr than a firpent' s tootb : 

Clcrijb the good, tht> bafl detefl, 

l'{or talc a rv·iper t? your bJ:eqjl. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Frientlihip is undoubtedly th-.. great medicine of 

life ; but if we make an improrcr choice of tl10L·, 

'Wlth whom we form connetlior:s, and on whom we 

N 5 bcLo •; 
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beftow favours, it may prove the mofr bitter curfe. 
Infiead of providing ourfelves a rnelter from difheG, 
and a remedy f0r defpair, we are nurfing up a power­
ful enemy, and engendering our own ruin and de­
ftruB:ion. Our fufferings will alfo receive this addi­
tional torture, tbat they are not occafioned by 
unavoidable misfortune, or the artful defigns of 
others, but that we have brought them on us by our 
own folly, and have f8-ught our own u11doing. 

FAB. CLXVIII. The Cock and the Fox. 

AFox, feeing a Cock on the top of a high tree, 
refolved, if poffible, to draw him down by 

:f!:ratarrem; to which end he made up towards the 0 

tree, and affuming a gentle tone of voice, faid to 
tbe Cock, brother, well met! we are now, thank 
heaven, no longer at variance; and a general peace 
is concluded among all the animals. Come down 
therefore immeJiately, that I may embrace you on 
f is good news ; nay, prithee come immediately, 

for 
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for I have a great way (urther to go this evening on 

particular buiinefs. Dear brother, replied the Dy 

old Cock, I am rejoiced at thi-s new·s, and it gives 

me double ple;1fu re to hear of it by your meaP.S. I 

fee a couple of hounds too comit'lg full [peed this 

way, who, I dare fay, are employed as courierE: on 

this occa:Gon. I will defcend this inH:ant that we 

may ali part2.ke of each other's embraces, on fo 
-

J 

hapfly an e\'ent . You need not trouble yourfclf, 

bother, replieJ the Fox, frighted out of his wits, 

I cannot fiay now: vV e will rejoice on this Gccafion 

at fo ;ne ether opportunity. Upon which h~ took 

to his heels, and ~eft the Cock laughing at his fear 

and the ill fuccefs of his fl:ratagem. 

Nl 0 R A -L. 

Happy, the r·eady wit if men of pm·ts, 

ff/ho on h;.'mfc!f can turn t!JI] villain's arts! 

A P J> L I C A T I 0 N~ 

Honefr men have -a natur.al indignation againft 

knaves; but when they fee their arts overthrown, 

4nd the cunning villains outwicecl by thofe, on v.:hom 

they atte1rpted to praCl:ife their fr<.mds, there is 3. kind 

()f pleafure ming1ed with the refentment of the man 

()f integriry on fuch occafions. Rogues commonly 

endeavour to be fubtie and ingenious ; their pro­

penfity to tricking and deceit necdfarily drives them 

to make ufe of feveral little {hifts and ihatagems, to 

which honefiy needs not have rccourfe . . It were 

however to be wifhed that men ef good hearts would 

not be too fupiile and indolent, anrl lay themfel:ves 

too open to the artifices of the wicked. It is furelv 
' 

hetter to try their ovvn arts againfi them, and to 

(HI.er.turn their black fchcrnes bv illliOC'ent devices of 
()Ur 
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our own: and this may be done without violating morality; as we may draw a fword in our own de­fence, without the imputation of his guilt, who fi.rfl:· commenced acts of violence. 

A N hungry Raven feeing a Serpent afleep in 
the· fun, flew down upon him~ and fnatched him up in order to devour him. The Serpent, awakened bv fo rude an affault, twifl:ed himfelf round' ./ 

in the Raven's beak, and gave him <1 mortal fling .. 
The Raven in the agonies of death, uttered thefe. 
words; wretch that I am 1 who hav:e fo.ught a prey,_ 
which has proved my deftruchon •. 

MORAL .. 
Whether his life upon the road he lofe, 
Or round bis. neck be cqfl the fatal noofe, 
The ruffian's felj }hall own with his lqfl Jigh"' 
Who lives by /awlefs force, by force jhould die. 

APPLI-



lE S 0 P ' s F A B L E S. 277 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

We often covet that which proves our ruin when 

it is attained-; and indeed it cannot do otherwife 

than work our de£hutl:ion, if we make ufe of any 

improper means to procure it. He who violates the 

law, or infringes the rules of morality to gratify 

his inordinate defires, neceffarily creates many ene­

mies, and tha.t with reafon, as he muft necefiarily 

commit many injuries. The idea of retallation of 

wrongs is particularly pleafing to thofe who are of­

fended,. and they are fure to fuew us no mercy,. if 
they get us into their power. 

F AB. CLXX. The Man and the Gnat. 

ACountr~ Fel10w· fi tting under a t~ee, was :frLJn~­

upon.his leg by a Gnat. The vlown er:r \.:ed. 

at the fmart, lifted up his arm to, crl<1n it to pieces;· 

but b€fore he co ~.ld accomplifh it, the Gnat efL <! f:ed: 

UJ,?on which the Clown~ ilil1 more enraged c-tt he 

difappofutmenr 
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difappointme_I!t of his revenge, vented his difpkafure 
and impatience in this paffionate exclamation : 0 
Her~--ults, ddhoyer of monfiers! why didfi th (;U not 
affifi ~e in demoliD1ing this troublefome infe[l? 

:rv! 0 R A L. 
1.7Je pen·ijh jool, whom tr~IJes t~aze, 
]v.lakes ev'ry j!ea-l~te a dijeafe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Evenncfs of temper is one of the greatefi: blc(­

fings of human life. He vvho fuffers his mind to 
be ruffi~d by every little inconvenience, fubjed:s him­
felf to perpetual uneafinefs and difqui.c.t. There it; 
no accden~, however trivial, but what is capable 
of di[concerting him. His good h :~mour is foured 
in an infrant, his j0y converted imo mifcry, :lnd he 
becomes uncomfortabl~ to himfelf, and odi ..; us to 
all about him. His riJiculous diiheifes, which his 
llnfortunate difpofition heightens into the fore!t cala­
mities, are matter of diverfion to thofe who are wit­
ne:ffes of them : _and when his pettifu humour makes 
him rave like a madman, aud curfe his fate at the 
tlropping of his hat, or the blunder of a fcrvant, 
we feel a fort of mixture of pity and contempt 
for the man, who can render himfelf fo abfurdly 
mife.rable on fo fooli£h an occafion. 

FABLE 
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FABLE CLXXI. 

The Ha·wk and tbe Farn1er. 

·A Hawk being on fu 1
,: wing after a Pigeon wa~ 

himfelf taken, in the midfi of his perfuit, by 

a Farmer. My dear friend, faid the Hawk, pray, 

let me go again! I have done you no hurt. True; 

replied the Farmer, nor did the poor Pigeon 

hurt you. 
M 0 R A L. 

Who from the gnod man's ruin reaps his gain, 

Diflrefs' d himfelf pleads innocence in vain : 

If/hat merit can he urgt, what pity find, 

Sworn foe to all the worthiVl of mankind? 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

To fuppofe ourfelves in the place of others is 

the moll: certain check upon our conduct. Who 

would offer an injury to his neighbour, if he duly 

<:onfidereu how fore1y he ihould rcfent fuch treat-
ment 
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ment himfelf? It would be happy, if we could create a fort of imaginary external felfi.ili.nefs, by which we might interefr ourfe1ves in the caufe of 
others, and have a fellow-feeling in all their fuffer­
ings; a kind of virtL ous fympathy, which wou1d teach us to beware of adding to thofe miferies, of which we entertain fuch a lively fenfe ourfelves. But 
they, who can totally diveft themfelves of painful reflections on the calamities of others, or are capable 
of wantonly increafing them, cannot furely be fur­
prized if they meet with injurious treatment in their 
turn, and find none to pity or deliver them. 

FAB. CLXXII. The Fox caught hz a crrap. 
~~ 

tf(~j 
·~ 

·~ 

A Fox being calJght in a trap in a farmer's yard, 
implored a Cock, who was feeding at the 

barn-door, to affift him in getting out again; and 
thinking to weedle him into it,. told him that he met 
with this accident, as he was coming to p2y him a 
vifLt. Yes, faid the Cock, I can guefs what fort of 

a viG.t 
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a vifit you intended me, and I will fetch you fome -

affiftance immediately. Having faid ~hus, he went 

to the farmer, and acquainted him of the Fox's :fitu­

ation; upon which the farmer came with a huge 

club,· and knocked the Fox on the head. 

M 0 R A L. 

He who rejcuts a rogue in a good-natur' d fit, 

Or conceals his offence, or contrives his efcape, 

Has a Jhare in the crimes he may live to commit, 

lYhetber Burglary, Robbery, Murder, or Rape. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

'compaffion is one of the moil: laudable emotions 

of the human heart: 'V e lhould be cautious there­

fore not to make it ridiculous by a mifapplicati0n 

of it. Compaffion, extended to improper objects, 

degenerates into a crime. Misfortunes, produced 

by offences, ilieuld be regarded as puniiliments for 

the fake of example, rather than as calamities de­

ferving our pity. We iliould not be wrought upon 

to interfere in the courfe of falutary puni!hplents, 

and it is a weaknefs, as <.la!]gerous to the community 

as the behaviour of the criminal himfelf, to ftop the 

progrefs of jufiice. Vices are attended with various 

puniiliments, not for the fake of putting the offender 

to pain, but in order to promote the public good, 

and to keep thofe ftedfaft to their duty, who have 

not yet been guilty of any deviations from it. There­

fore, when we contribute in bringing offenders to 

puniihment, we £hould confider ourfelves as doing 

an aCt of benevolence to the commonwealth, rather 

than of cruelty to the individual, 

:FABLE 
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F AB. CLXXIII. Cf'he Deer and the Lion. 

'A Deer, in her flight from the hunters, took re-
fuge in a cave that fiood open before her, 

thinking to 1ie concealed in it, till her perfuers were 
gone. But the cave proved to be a Lion's den, 
and the Lion immeJiately feizing her, !he JicJ under his gripe, faying thus; Ah me! In my flight from 
the pc1fuit of men, I have run into the jaws cf the 
cruclefi of wild beafi:s ! 

M 0 R A L. 
Death is in all tbc paths we tread, 

M?cks e-u'ry art ~ve try, 
Outjlt ips our unavailing Jj;eed, 

Or Meets us as we fly. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 r. 
l'v1en of a too fearful temper, apt to be frart1rd at the 1:-aft appearance of d:wger, abrm themfdvc;, 

. I WL. 
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with the moil: terrible appretenflons, and in the 

hurry of their fears, when their minds are not fuf­

ficiently compofed to provide for their fecurity, they 

throw th emfelves into the mofr d~fperate circum­

frances. True fortitude never diiplays .itfelf more 

evidently, or exerts itfelf more laudably, than in 

meeting danger with firmnefs and refclu'tion. The 

fkilful mariner gives the grcate:fi: proof of his know­

ledge in a frorm ; but if he fufFers his fear and ap­

prehenfions to get the better of his cool judgni'en t, 

he manages the veffel fo ill , that vvhile he avoids 

the peril of the open fea, he fufFe rs it to be finmded 

on the !h;)re, or bulged up.)n a rock. 

FABLE CLXXIV. 

'!'be Swallow and other Birds. 

A Swallow, feeing a Farmer fowing h:s field with 

flax, advi[eJ the Birds to pick up the feed ; 

for that N ds vvere to be framed out of it to enfnare 

them. 1'he Birds laughed at her, and called her a 

fool 
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fool and a falfe prophet. The flax fpringing up, ilie again w2rned them of their danger, and was again laughed at for her fears. By and by the flax ripening, fhe once more exhorted them to pluck up the fblk, . and prefervc them!elves from defi:ruCtion ; but they fi-ill remained obfiimttc, and frill mocked her idle apprehenfions. U pen which thE; Swallow, leaving the company of Birds, conci­]iated to herfelf the friend{hip of mankind, and took up her dwelling with them. In tl:e mean time the flax is made into nets and fn..!.rcs, for the other Birds. 

M 0 .R A L. 
Unhappy men, whofe hearts are prone to vice, Blind to their good, and deaf to wife advice I Too late they mourn in anguijh and defpair, When caught, and jlruggling in the fatal fnare. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Men are commonly unwilling to lifi-en to advice. They either conftder the admonitions as marks of the advifer's pride, or as infi-ances of his fo1ly ; and from an overweening conceit of their own know­ledge, they obfi-inately fhut their eyes againft their danger, till it is too late to prevent it. By this fiubborn and untraB:able difpofltion we deprive our­felves of the fecurity of friendihip, and rob ourfelves of the benefits which the good-will of our neighbours would confer on us. We repent our obfiinacy too late, and fee our acquaintance enjoying alone that fafety, which they would have extended to us. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E CLXXV. 
B:rds, the Bea!ls, and the Bat. 

T HERE was once a fierce war 1--etween the 

Birds and the Be:t.(ls; durin~ which, the Bat, 

pretending not to be of the winge rJce, deferted to 

the Beafts, on whofe fide the advantage then was, 

and toSJk part againfl: his natural allies, the Birds. 

The Birds, however, being at lafi: vicrorious, ba­

nifhed the Bat from their commonwe::Jrh, and de­

prived him of all the advantages of their fociety; 

for which reafon the Bat is now afraid to venture 

abroad in the air, till night, when ali t e other birds 

are gone to refi. 
- M 0 R A L. 

lf/hate'er you follow, in the cc. , .. be hearty, 
True to your friends, and fa ·,~: to your party. 

A P P L I C A 'I I 0 N. 
'fhe defertion of our frienas, and abandoning o•1r 

natural connections, is always attencleo with certain 
infan1 'l, 
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infamy, and commonly with utter ruin. Some little 
advantage or convenience may perhaps be derived 
from it at firfl:; we .may acquire fome prefent be­
nefit, or avcid fome imminent danger; but the event 
feldom fails to bring us to ihame, and proves that 
we were more fecure in our original fituation. Such 
a conduct betrays a meannefs of mind, which raifes 
w1iverfal contempt and averfion: They who leave 
their ancient allies, influenced by the profpect ofi 
gain, or urged by the fea1· of fome threatning peril,. 
cannot be entertained with confidence even by thofe 
to whofe fide they defert; and having convinced all 
mankind that they are not to be trufred, they will 
in the end be excluded from fGciety, and be aihamed 
~o {hew their faces in the world. 

F AB. CLXXVI. :the Fi1hern1an. 

AFifherman, having firetched his nets from one 
• fide of a river to the other, began da!hing 
the. waters with a long pole, in order to drive the 

fifh 



.lE s· 0 P 's F A B L E S. 287 

iiih into the nets. One of the neighbours, feeing 

him difiurb the waters in this manner, called out to 

him, faying, Prithee, be quiet, fellow! if you trou­

ble the fiream at this rate, you will make it fa 

muddy, that we !hall not oe_able to drink a drop of 

it. Very likely:, replied the Fiiherman, if I do thus 

. you may not be able t0 drink; 'but if I was not to 

- do it, I am fure that I ihould not be able to eat. 

MORAL. 

The foldier tb-:J.s unjheatbs his cutting blade, 

Flies to the field, and makes of war a trade; 

And while by daily ravages he's fed, 

' From human bodies carves h-is daily bread. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Perfons of a nice principle and of delicacy of fenti­

ment, will be cautious of engaging in employments, 

in the perfuit of which they mu-fr neceffarily praCl:ife 

fraud, or be guilty of violence. It is perverting 

the very end, and overturning the firfi: principles of 

fociety, when infi:ead of contributing to the welfare 

of mankind in return for the benefits we receive 

from them, we fubfifi: by their ruin, and thrive on 

their misfortunes. The ufurer, who takes the ad­

vantage of the difireffes of his neighbour, and ad­

vances him a little ready caih at an exorbitant rate of 

intereft, lives by means, of which an honefl: man 

would be aihamed : and the vile woman, who main­

tains her own worthlefs exifience, by decoying the 

weak and unwary of her fex to aCts of profi:itution, 

eats the bread of wickednefs and infamy. It behoves 

us therefore, ftudiou11y to avoid perfuing any plan 

of life, which cannot be followed with honefiy, 

and maintained with reputation. · 

FABLE 
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FABLE CLXXVII. 
'!'he Schoolmafier and the Scholar. 

A Schoo1mafier walking by the river fide, was 
alarmed with the cries of on~ in difhefs. On 

advancing a little further, he beheld one of his own 
Scholars ihuggling in the water, and hanging by 
the branch of a willow, which was fortuuately 
within his reach, when he found himfelf on the 
point of fmking. The corks, which lay on the 
ba:1k, betrayed to the Mafi:er the caufe of his P1 <pil's 
di£hefs; and lhewed that he had wantonly ventured 
out of his depth, thinking that he had ihength and 
f~<ill enough to keep himfelf above water, without 
their ailifi:ance. The Schoolmafi:er, taking up the 
corks, threw them to his Scholar, accompanied with 
thefe words. Here, young man, take your corks, 
and fave your life; and till you ha 'e gained mor~ 

fhcngth 



lE S 0 P 's F A B L E S. 28~ 

fl:rength and experience, be fure that you never at­

tempt to fwim without them. 

Iv1 0 R A L~ 

Trr!fl not yowje!f, advmt'-rous and fecure, 

'Till vers'd in bm'nefs, and in years mature: 

Confitlt your elders; uJe theirfenfe alone, 

'Till age and prac?ice bm.:e conjirm'd your cwn. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

It is an -obfervation .of Sir Jf/illiam Temple, that 

we are never fo far from wifdom and knowlege, as 

when we think we have enough of both. A fond 

conceit of our own abilities is the foundation of raih­

nefs, and hurries us into tne moft dangerous and pre­

cipitate rneafures. A young man can no more con­

duct himfelf without the help of wholforne advice 

from thofe of more experience and authority, than 

a child can w.alk without the affifhnce of leading­

firings or a go-c.trt. But railinefs is a vice peculiar 

to youth, and may be friled the charaCl:erifhc of that 

feafon of life. It behoves the young and inexpe­

rienced therefore to keep a cautious guard over their 

paffions, and to check the irregula!"ities of their dif­

pofition. This can be effected no other way than 

by liftening to the counfel given us by thofe of a 
more advanced age; for, to make ufe of another 

obfen'J.tion of the author abovementioned, A man 

among children is long a child : a child among men, 

foon a man. 

0 FABLE 
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F A ' B L E CLXXVIII. 

'Ihe Jackdaw and the Sheep. 

APert Daw, feeing a Sheep at pafiure, Rew down 
upon him, and fettling upon his fleece, began 

to load him with the mofl: injurious reproaches. If 
I were a dog, faid the poor Sheep, you durfi not 
treat rne thus. NG, replied the Daw, I never attack 
Dogs, and when I firft fixt myfelf on your back, 
I knew well enough that you was nothing but 

a Sheep. 
M ~0 R A L . . 

The coxcomb thus is Jure to teaze ye, 

If he perccz'ves you mild and eafy ; 
His flippant pertnejs to prevent, 
Let the fool fie you can refent. 

A P P L I· 
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Impotence of returnino- injuries provokes attacks ; 
• 0 

but nothing furely can be more ungenerous than to 

aim our wrath at thofe, who are unable to oppofe 

us. We can derive no glory from a victory over the 

infirm and refiftlefs, and we thereby foil the repu­

tation of every other triumph. The weak and 

difi:refi: demand our pity and affifi:ance, and it is ra­

ther the occupation of a fiend, than the bulinefs of 

a hero, to add to the calamities of the miferable, 

and to increafe the anguifh of thofe who are weak 

and in affliction. 

FAB. CLXXIX. :fhe Horfe and the Lion. 

A N old crafty Lion, longing to devour a fine 

plump horfe, fell upon the following firatagem 

to get him into his clutches. He pretended great 

fkill in phyfick and furge-ry, and gave out that he 

could apply certain remedies in all forts of diforders 

0 2 ~nd 
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and complaints. The Horfe {dw tnr:ough the Lion's 
deceit, and refolvecl to take a ple:1fant revenge on 
him..for it. He feigneJ himlelf to be in great tor-

- ture from a thorn, which had run into hi ::; hoof, 
and limp~d up to the Lion to take his advice on it. 
The Lion, thinking to carry 011 the farce, affumcd 
the grave airs of a phy fician, and began to pore 

.. upon the Horfe's heel; when the wanton youn6 
Colt, watching his opportunity, gave the Lion a 
violent kick on the forehead, and tTotted away 
neighing with the utmofl: fatisfaClion, leaving the 
Lion fiunncd with the blow, and caught ry cnc 
trick, while he intended to defhoy the Horfe by 
another. 

M 0 R A L. 
Five! fix! m~ tm to one/ the }harper cries, 
As o'er the courfe in quejl of dupes he flies : 
But with wbat gle.e the hon¢ gamejlers grin, 
If/hen all tbe knowing ones are taken in. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
This fable affords another illufiration of the plea­

fure we receive from the deceiver's being caught by 
·his own fl:ratagem, and outwitted by thofe on whom 
he intended to praetice his arts of fraud a.nd knavery. 
Villainy mufl: always be attended with fame uneafr­
nefs and remorfe; and it has this pang added to all 
the refr, that while the diftreffes of the good man 
excite compaffion, the fufferings of the rogue are 
objeets of univerfal ridicule. 

FABLE 
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FAB. CLXXX. The Fox and the Thorn. 

AFox, fcrambling hafi:ily over a hedge, in his 

Bight from the hounds, a. Thorn ran into his 

foot, and tore it _in a mofr piteous ma11ner. The 

Fox, fmarting with the pain, burft into complaints 

and reproaches, faying, Was ever any thing fo cruel 

as to wound a poor creature, that wanted your ~dlifl-

, ance? No freedoms with me, mafier Reynard, ~<:<id . · 

the Thorn : you may make fools of others perhap~, 

but whoever pretends to any impertinent familiarities 

with me is fure to fm~ut for it. 

1\1 0 R A L. 

Let not tbe 'l.uag prejume to JPort, 

JVith thofe who can the jejl reto1·t: 

The jo!Jl, who tJ'amples on a thorn, 

1Vo wonder iJ his foot be torn. 

0 3 A P P L I-



294 iE S 0 P ' s F A B L E S. 

A P ·P .L I C A T I 0 N. 
The familiar impudence of impertinent coxcombs 

frequently expofes the!ll to corretl:ion, when they 
mi:Gake their men, and happen- to break their jefts 
on thofe, who look upon fuch liberties as demand­
ing chafii(ement aL their hands. Pert behaviour 
renders them fo odious to fome, and fo ridic1:1lous 
to all, that many are tempted to check their info­
lence with a good deal of afperity, and the refr of the 
world, who are ·witnelfes of their ' fufferings, do not 

·entertain the leafl: compaffion for them. 

FA B L E CLXXXI. 
The Peacock and the Magpie .. 

O NCE upon a time, the birds refolved to chu(e 
a king, upon which the Peacock offered him­

felf as a candidate for the royalty, on account of 
the beauty of his perfon. The birds, ihuck with 
the dignity of his appearzmce, were on the point of 

declaring 
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declaring him their monarch duly elected, when an 

arch Magpie addre!fed his intended majefi:y in thefe 

words: But, pray, fl.r, fuppofl.ng that in your reign 

the eagle !hould invade us, how do you propofe to 

deliver us from his clutches?- At thefe words the 

P~acock !hut up his- fpreading tail; the -birds per­

ceiving their abfurdity, fiopt the election; and they 

have fince continued free as the air, through which 

they ·fly. 
M 0 R A L. 

Beauty, frail idol of the weak and vain, 

Extends not o'er the flate her childijh reign : 

Strong mlffi the jtnJ.'reign he that awes the bold, 

And potent rulers are of coarfir mould. 

A. P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The multitude are dazzled by fhew, but men of 

good fenfe direCt their attention to things of more 

confequence. They penetrate deeper than the mere 

furface, and examine into the intrinfick worth of 

any thing, before they e!linnte it's value at an high 

rate. The fair {ex are particuhrly apt to err in this 

circumfbnce. They often neglect the valuable man 

for the fake of the fop, and feleet their lords and 

mailers from the moit worthlefs part of the male 

fex. The choice of a plain man with an honefi: 

he«.rt, will enfure them more happinefs, than the 

empty vanity of the fine gentleman. T'his fable 

indeed feems rather of a political turn, and 

fecms intended to te01ch us, that the qu alifica­

tions of thofe, who fet themfelves up as candidates 

to govern and direct us, lhould be fcrutinized with 

the utmofi nicety; and we fhould never inveJ1 thofe 

with power and authority, who are not capable of 

affording us proteCtion. 

04 FABLE 
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FABLE CLXXXII. 
The Fo·w·1er and the Pheafant. 

A FowJer gt>ing out to £hoot, fpied a Pheafant, 
and immediately planted his gun againl1: his 

!boulder, and tGok aim at the poor Bird: but juft 
a~ he was preparing to difcharge his gun, he recei­
ved a mortal fting on the foot from an adder. 
Smit with the fudden anguifu of the wound, he 
threw down his gun in the agonies of death, and 
{aiel thus : Vv~ retch that I am ! my fate is jufi-; )t is 
jufi: that I ihoulcl perifn myfelf, while I am medi­
tating the death of another. 

M 0 R A L. 
The rogue, that holds a pijl(}l at your head, 
Knows that with ju.ftice to the tree he's led; 
The Jltrn decrees qf law not:e wijh to alter, 
Pleas'd that the pjflol brings him to a halter. 

A P P L I-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The puni!hment of wickednefs is fo jufi in itfelf, 

that the fufferer himfelf cannot but confefs that he 

deferves the pains inflicted on him. To do to our 

" neighbours, as we would they £hould do unto us," 

is a principle of morality, the equity of which en­

forces irfelf fo frrongly upon our minds, tlut we 

never fail to be lenf1ble of our crimes on the viola­

tion of it. Our own confciences condemn us, and 

dr:1.w up all our ofFences in judgment againfi: us. 

How ftudimdl y therefore ought we to endeavour to . 

keep our minds void of offence, and dread to ap­

pear with a fhocking confcioufi1efs of wilful flns 

about us, before that tribunal, whofc fcntencc, 

however fevere, we mufi: own to be fi:ricl:ly jufi! 

FABLE CLXXXIII. 

'rhe Labourer and Fortune. 

A Labourer, tuming up the ground in a field, 

:flruck his pick-ax againfi feveral pots of gold. 

Rejoiced at the flght of fo much treafure, he threw 

0 5 clown 
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down his pick-ax with extafy, and began to wodhip 
the ground, and to return thanks to the earth for 
it's great bounty to him. Upon this the goddefs 
Fortune appeared .to him, and faid thus: Ungrate­
ful as thou art ! befiow thy thanks on me, to whom 
they are mofr due : If thou hadfr lofi fuch a treafure, 
you would have been forward enough to have charged 
me with it., and to have accufed me as the caufe of 
your unhappinefs. 

M 0 R A L. 
Wtth nice dijcernment and judicious aim, 
To tht right mark dire[l your praife or blame! 

~Cenfure unjlfll, and praije without defer! 
Shew a wtak heaC: and an unfeeling heart. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 -N. 
How often do we afcribe our fuccefs or misfor­

tunes to wrong caufes ! Vanity fometimes leads u3 
to conf1der our pro{perity as the natural refult of our 
own fagacity, and inattention fometimes induces us 
to make acknowledgements to wrong perfons. But 
if we would have our praifes valued, we ihould be 
cautious- to dircB: them properly. Our thanks 2. re 
an indireB: affront to thofe who receive them without 
dcferving th~m, and at the fame time an aCt of open 
ingratitude to thofc who merit them without re­
ceiving them. In profperity, as well as in adverfity, 
let us not forget to own the power and goodnefs of 
heaven; and fince w~ often weary the Almighty 
w:th the cries of our d-ifl-refs, let us not negletl to 
{end up our acknowledgements of his goodnefs with 
tht; voice of gratitude! 

FABLE 
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. FA B L E CLXXXIV. 

~he Wolf in Sheep's 

A vv olf, difguifing himfelf in the fleece of a 

Sheep, mixed among the flock, and daily 

devoured [orne of them. The lhepherd difcovering 

the fraud, tied a rope round the \V olf's neck, and 

hung him upon a tree. Heydey! friend, faid ano­

ther !hepherd, do you hang up your iheep? No re­

plied he, bu~ I always hang up a Wolf in £beep's 

cloathing. 
M 0 R A L. 

The /\nave prof~ 17UlJ fum a gm' rons foe, 

D~(erves a rope, yet claims our pity too ; 

Eut dragg' d to light, and flript of his dijiuije, 

The fneaking hypocrite unpititd di£s. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The deteB:ion of fraud and impofiure never fails 

to create univerfal fa t i · f~£tion. Hypocri fy , by af­
fuming 
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fuming the mafi{ of virtue, makes vice !till more odious and abominable; and whenever it is forcibly torn off, or drops off by accident, every one rejoices at the puni{hment of the offender. It is indeed a very !hong, thougl"l filerit encomium upon virtue, that many villains are obliged to affume the appear­ance of it, in order to .perfue their wicked fchemes fuccefsfull y: but the bafe arts of hypocrites ought to put us on ·our guard, and to infrruB: us to be­ware of their ftratagems. We ihould examine the conduct and behaviour of thofe, who intrude them­felves officioufiy into our COJ11pany, and take care that we do not entertain an enemy, while we mean to cheri!h a frien~-. 

FABLE CLXXXV. 
Jupiter and the Herdfn1an. 

A N Herdfman having 1oft an heifer, prayed to Jupiter, promifing him the [acrifice of a kid, if h~ woul J difcover whither i ~ Wa3 ftrayed, or. who 
had 
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had frolen it. He had fcarce finifhed his prayer, 

when, turning his eyes he beheld the heifer 1 ying 

dead on the ground, and a lion growling over it. 

Scared at the fight, he fell on his knees again, fay­

ing, 0 Jupiter, infiead of the kid I promifed thee, 

to iliew me the thief, if thou wilt deliver me from 

his clutches, I will facr!fice to thee a bull. 

M 0 R A L· 

Short-jighted wretch/ endure tby care, 

Nor heave th' impatient figh: 

Hea-v'n hears thee, but perbaps thy pray'r 

"Tis mercy to deny. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It is the duty of mankind to place implicit confi­

dence in the care of providence, which can better 
direct what is for our welfare, than we· kno-vv how 
to afk for it. The author of providence forefees 
every dependant good and relative evil, and there· 
fore takes care of every thing for the befi, however 
inconvenient and untoward circumfiances may ap­
pear to us, who fee but a part, an_d that a very 
fmall one, of the magnificent fy:ftem of the univerfe, 
and know nothing of our own fate, more than ap­
pertains to the prefent moment. Prayers indeed. 
iliould be offered at the throne of the omnipotent 
governor of nature ; but then they fhould be put up 
with humility, not arrogantly making particular de­
mands, but fubmttting our neceilities to his wifdom 
and power, and trufling that he will provide what 
is meeteft to relieve them. 

FABLE 



302 1E S 0 P ' s F A .B. L 'E S. 

F AB. CLXXXVI. The Geefe and Cranes. 

S·EVE RAL Geefe and Cranes were d evo~ring 
a field of corn ; upon notice being given of their 

ravages, a whole troop of countrymen came to rout 
t:hem. The Cranes, being thin and light, took 
wing, and eafily flew away: but the Geefe, who 
were too heavy to get off fo hafiily, were all taken 
and defiroyed. 

· M 0 R A L. 
Such is the jla-vijh Juljetl' s wretched fate, 
lYhere tyrants reign in arbitrary )late: 
The lean ar;d indigent ejcape with eafe, 
While the rich burgher is the Jpunge they fqueeze. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
·wealth has many cares annexed to it, with which 

the poor and needy are not affiiB:ed. The po!fef­
fions of the rich furnifh fpoil for the robber, levies 
and exatlions for the tyrant, and tribute for the con-

queror: 
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queror: while the humble cottages of the peafant 

are unmolefl:ed by the hand of rapine or oppreffion. 

A competency to fupply the necel'Iities of nature is 

indeed to be defired; but we iliould r:=tther endeavour 

to contract our wants, than to multiply them; and 

not vainly grafp at the augmentation of our pof­

feffions, which will increafe o:.tr cares, by adding to 

our danger. Perfons of fmall fortunes have as 

much reafon to be contented as the rich. Their 

fituation is full as happy, confidered all together : 

for, if they are deprived of fome gratifications, 

which the rich enjoy, they are alfo exempted from 

many troubles and uneafineffes necdTarily cleaving 

to riches. 

FAB. CLXXXVII. Cf'he Ape and her Twins, 

A N Ape, having brought forth Twins, doated 

upon one of them, and difliked the other. 

One day, being perfued by a pack of dogs, ilie 

took up her favourite between her arms, ·and with-
out 
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out thinking wh_at became of the other, fcamp~red 
away: but in the hurry and confufion of her flight, 
fhe dropt her darling bantling, and the dogs fell 
upon him, and tore him to pieces. ~Mean while, 
the other having jumped briikly upon his dam's back 
on the firfr alarm, got off with fafety upon her 
thoulders. 

Ivi 0 R A L. 
By dear mdma's o'erweaning Jondnejs Jpoil'd, 
Carefs'd and pamper' d, dies tbe Jav'rite child: 
The boy jhe flights, rough, vig'r-ous, and well-grown, 
Unaided l·ears the lnmt, and Jhifts alone. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The affeCtionate tcnderne[<; ·of the parent often 

proves the ruin of the child. The love of a mother 
often :!hews itfelf in a very ridiculous nnnncr, ami 
makes the fon a helplefti wretch and a fool. Little 
mailer truly mufi n:)t go abroad, lefi the wind fhould 
give him colcJ, or the fun fpoil his complexion; he 
mufi not read, left it fhould hurt his eyes; nor be 
fent to fchool, becaufe he is delicate, forfooth, and 
cannot bear the company of rude boys, or the cor­
reCt-ion of the mafrer. By thefe means, he is dif­
qualified from being able to fhift for himfelf in the 
world, his confiitution is impaired, and his talents 
are uncultivated. In the mean time, they who 
have been expofed to hardfhips, and founJly Iafhed 
through a great fchool, make their way to the 
firft honours, and bring credit on their family and 
themfelves. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CLXXXVIII. ':the I--Iart and t,be Vine. 

A Hart, flying from the hunters, concealed her­

felf beneath the leaves of a Vine. \Vhen the 

huntfmen had paffed by a little way, the Hart, think­

ing herfelf fafe, began to eat the Vine-leaves; upon 

which the hunters, hearing fmnething ru:fl:le in the 

Vjne, £hot their arrows at random, and wounded 

the Hart, who expired uttering thefe words : Ah me! 

I fuffer jufily, who die by offering an injury to the 

Vine, that fo kindly afforded me proteCtion. 

11 0 R A L. 

lf/hm Juch the thanks, the recompenfe he pays, 

For life preferv'd, and added length of days, 

Sure doubly jtfi th' ungenerc·us traitor's woe, 

If from !Jis o'lt'TZ ingratitude it flow. 

APP LI-
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A P P L I C AT I 0 N. 
The jufiice of the punifhment inBiB:ed on the ungrateful is a leff0n often inculcated in the courfe <->f thefe fables. There is indeed no maxim which deferves more frequent repetition ; and if the heart is capable of amendment by precept and admonition, no virtue fhould be more fhongl y .enforced and re · commended than gratitude. 1"he want of fentiments of acknowledgement of favours, deba(es our natures, and depra•/ es our mindi ; and if our unfeeli.Qg hearts bring any evils on us, none commii~rate our mis­fortunes, and our own confciences confefs the j ufiice of our fufferinzs. 

FA B L E CLXXXIX. 
'The Fox and the Hedgehog. 

A Fox, who was croffing a r iver, and fou nd the bank on the oppofite :Ude fo fiee p and r ugged that he could not a[cend it, W?.S difturb~d in his en · 
deavours 
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deavours to gain the :lhore, by a [w;trm of water­

files, that fettled on his head, and ftung pim. An 

Hedghog upon ·the bank, who was ~itnefs ' of his 

painful fituation, kindly offered to drive away the 

flies. No, prithee, my dear friend, let them alone, 

faid the Fox : This fwarm muft by this time have 

almoft glutted themfelves with my bl~_od; but if 

you drive thefe away, a frefh fwarm, more hungry 

and violent, will immediately quarter themfelves , 

upon me, anc! put me to more exqui:fite torture. 

M 0 R A L. 

O'ercharg'd and glutted w£th enormous prey, 

Keep your 8/d ty-;ant fiarefman /fill in play; 

Wrth keener edge -the new-raifed minion carvtr, 

And drains your treafitre, tho' the nation jlarves. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

1tiinifl:ers too frequently confider the people, whofe 

affairs they are entrufied with, as their prey rather 

than thei r charge. A fucceffion of fuch minifiers is 

more calamitous to a nation, than famine, war, or 

pefiilence. Every new favourite ,has new views to 

promote, and fucks out the wealth of the people to 

enrich himfelf and his family. In fuch a cafe indeed 

the old fatted minifier is preferable to the indigent 

upfl:art. But England may furely hope to fecure 

to herfelf a wife and juft adminiftration, that will 

ftudy her intereft, and attend to the welfare of the 

pubiic, rather than confine themfelves to the narrow 

and fordid views of their own private interefi. 

FABLE 
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F AB. CXC. '!'he \Volves and tbe Sheep. 

0 :_-..:; C E upon a time the VI olves and the Sheep agreed to make peace, the \Valves giv.lng up their young ones, and the Sheep their dogs, as hofia­ges for the prefervation of it. The young Wolves, being deprived of their dams, began to howl f.Jr want of being fuckled: upo:1 which the Wolves 
rufhed in upon the Sheep, crying, that the treaty was broken, and the poor flocks, being defcncelefs for want of their clogs, were torn to pieces. 

M 0 R A L. 
Pow'r all their reafon, empire all their aim, 
N or aw'd by juflice, nor witheld by jhame, 
Great monarchs thus o' er-ntle the jz!flifi caufe, 
The faith of nations, and the force of laws. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. He who makes conceffions to an enemv, which 
J take awav the means of his defence, is !hamefully . 

inattentive 
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inattentive to his own intereft and welfare, and be­

trays the mo.£1: dangerous weaknefs of mind. With 

what fafety can we venture to put ourfelves in the 

power of thole, who have been long enclea\'ouring 

to 21ffail L:s ? IC they now affumc a milder afpccr, it 

is only to draw us into a f::ttal confidence in them, 

ami to induce us to difarrrr ourfelves of our caution 

anc.l the in:fhuments of our defence. Mankind in ge- · 

11err.l are not to be t:-ufted with implicit faith, fince 

there arc f~w who will not ma~e ufe of our confi­

dence in them to our prejudice: but when we put 

ourfelves unguarded into the hands of our advcr­

faries, nobody will be afioni:fbed, if they foon com­

mence acrs of hofl:ility. 

F AB. cxcr. 7'he Youth and the Lion. 

AN old man having dreamed that his fon would 

be defi:royed by a Lion, confined him to the 

houfe, left he lhould be expofed to the fury of that 

;tnimal by going abroad into the foreft. The young 

man could not w~ll brook this confinement; and 

one 
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one day looking round the room, and feeing the 
piCture of a Lion, it raifed his indignation fo far, 
that he could not help running up to it in anger, 
and as it were to revenge himfe1f on the accurfed 
caufe of his imprifonment. He fl:ruck at the pic­
ture with great vehemence; and hitting on a large 
!harp nail, that was concealed behind it, the nail 
wounded him fo deeply, thas he died foon after of 
a fever occafioned by the wound. 

MORAL. 
Thus vijionary fools forefee theirjate, 
.lind from vain dreams Juijiantial ills create ; 
Scar' d by their own delujive whimfies, run 
On the dire mifchiej and the death they }hun. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Superfiition is the author of innumerable evils. 

It argues a narrow mind, and a want of proper 
confidence in the care of heaven. How inconfiftent 
and contradiC:I:ory is the conduCt of fuch perfons l 
They imagine things to be predefiined, and yet they 
bJlfy them(elves in Iidiculous cautions to prevent 
their coming to p.af.s: as if the weak and vain efforts 
of human power or prudence, were able to counter­
a.C! the will, or reverie the decrees, of the omnipo­
tent. 'l'he misf-ortunes of hfe are fufficiently nu­
merous, without our increafing th.em with imaginary 
evils, and adding new calamities to tho(e with which 
we are already affiieted. We lhould cenfider that 
heaven has kindly concealed from us the knowledge 
of fu turity: and if we pry too curiouily into probable 
events, and fill our minds with abfurd conceptions 
of them, we !hall become the infiruments of our 
own defrruetion, and bring down upon our heads 
thofe very evils, of which we have without caufe 
entertained fuch dreadful apprehenf10ns. i 

EABLF 
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FA B L E CXCII. 

~he two Rogues and the Cook. 
" 

ACouple of Sharpers went into a Cook's iliop 

pretending to buy fome meat ; and watching 

their opportunity, one of them ftole a piece of beef, 

and gave it to his companion, wh.o flipt it under 

his cloak. The Cook foon miffed his meat, and 

charged them both with the tlteft. He who had 

ftolen .it, fwore folemnly in the name of Jupitrr, 

that he had it not; and he who had it, fwore in 

the fa.me manner, that he did not take it. Well, 

faid the Cook, I indeed cannot difcover the thief, 

but he, by whom you [wear, beheld the cnme, 

and knows where the guilt lies. 

M 0 R A L. 
Thus quibbling thieves evade the charge, 

Offend the laws, and go at large: 

But though 'tis hard the crime to fix, 

lYe kno'tu tbey 're guilty by their tricks.-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Equivocation is the lowefr art of a liar, the 

meanefi fubterfuge of a bafe mind. It adheres 
fieadily to the meaning of the fal£hood, and plays 
with it in words. Such. abject trifling with our 
confciences is the mofr dangerous fpecies of wicked­
nefs : but furely none can be fo weak as to imagine 
tnat they thereby palliate their crimes, or commit 
any le(<; violation of veracity. Their tale indeed 
may be fo well concerted, and fo artfully entangled 
with intricate faHhoods, that it is not poilible for 
man to unravel them; but (to ufe the folemn words 
of the fable) " He, by whom they f wear, beheld 
" the crime, and knows where the guilt lies." 

FAB. CXCIII. :r'he Fighting Cocks. 

T WO Cocks fought for the poffeffion of the 
hens: after a tight battle, one, being over­

come, fueaked off, and hid himfelf for ihame ; 
while 
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while the triumphant Cock flew to an high place, 

and clapped hiq wings, and crowed with the utmofr 

infolence and exultation. An · hungry Eagle who 

faw him at a diftance, came down upon him, and 

carried off the conqueror in his talons; upon which, 

the v:1nquiihed Cock, -who had beheld the whole 

affair, came out with triumph in his turn, and 

:fhutted and crowed among the hens, as if he hac{ 

obtained the vietorv. 
J 

M 0 R A L. 

lf/ith temper and dijcretion bear fuccefs, 

Nor in misfo7"funes uje difcretion lefs : 

}le'er, lile the Cock, your loud Te Deums crow, 

!lor flulk dejpairing like his vanquifo'd Joe. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

The viciffitudes of human life are fo various and 

fo fuoden, that they ought to reprefs immoderate 

exultation, and pre\'ent unmanly defpair. The 

wheel of fortune may be reverfed in a moment; and 

we may be can from the mofi profperous fituation, 

or lifted from mifery, with the mofi unexpeCted ra­

pidity. A wife man therefore will not place too high 

a value on bleHings, which he knows to be no more 

than !emporary; nor will he repine at evils, whofe 

duration may perhaps be but {hort, and cannot be 

eternal. He will fubmit himfelf with humility and 

refignation to the decrees of providence, and -the 

will of heaven : In profperity, the fear of evil will 

check the infolence of triumph ; and in adverfity, 

the hope of good will fufrain his fpirit, and teach 

him to endure his misfortunes with confrancy and 

fortitude. 

p FABLE-
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F.A B L E CXCIV. 
JE[op and the Infolent Fellow. 

f>J, N infolent fellow threw a Hone at lEfop : 
Ji, Thank you, friend, f;1id .l.Efop, here is a pen­
ny for you: I have no more money myfelf, but I'll 
put you in a way of getting more from another: 
Do but throw a ftone at that rich man yonder, and 
he will reward you more handfomely. The fellow 
clid as he W<!S direCted, and lEfop had the p1eafure of 
feeing him put into the f'.:ocks for his audaciou.fi1efs. 

11 0 R A L. 
lf/ije men, tho' vcid cJ pow'1·, have yet the Jenfe, 
By due ccrreClion to curb injolence: 

"till with t'J!!ir own the great man's cauje they mix, 

./hd punijh, .with his arm, the pert knave's tricl:.s. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
It co·nmonly proves a misfortun-e to the impertinent 

to ek;.J.);; at firfl: v..rid1 impun· ty. Their pt•niihment 
mi crht 

c;.j 
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might then perhaps have been moderate, and their 

difgrace but fmall, as their offence was light and 

.triviaL But their infolence, daily gathering new 

~- :lt~-ength from ft~ccefs, leads them to more open ach 

of yiolence, and increafcs the rigour of their puniih­

ruents. 'They often begin indeed by levelling their 

attacks at the mean and ioconfiderablc, but even here 

they fometimes meet with unexpected chafi:ifement : 

1irt is called 'in to the affifi:ance of thofe who want 

power, and he who renders h~:nfelf offcnfi.ve to others 

by his infolence, is almofl: fure to be entrapped by 

fl:ratagem, or checked with violence. 

FAB. CXCV. The Fox and the Hen. 

A Fox having got into an hcnroofl: in hopes of 

prey, found only one Pen in it, and {he v·~s 

fitting on fo hiGh a perch, that be co!..:ld not get ;:: 

her. However he attempted to bring her within hi:; 

reach by frratagcm. Sifter, faid he? I am afraid you. 

are fick: you do not look wc11 > I pro;T_:fe y~·'.l: 

p 2 
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come down, and I will cure you in an in:fhnt. No, 
I thank you, my dear brother, faid the Hen fmiling, 
as fick as I am, I will not be let blood to day, I 
allure you. 

rvi 0 R A L. 
Lrarn hence, ~~ l:Efop may advice, 
Art lefs than honifly to prize ; 
For with his match the Fox is fitted, 
And often, though a wit, outwitted. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Profeffions of friendfhip and frank proffers of fer­vice ihould be received with caution, and heard with di:fhufi. l\.1any, who have defigns upon us, and know they cannot fucceed by violence, endea­vour to gain their ends on us by fraud and artifice. To blafr their black fchemcs, and to difappoint their wicked hopes, is a pleafure to thofe on whom they practice them, and gives great fatisfaecion to the rdl: of the world. In the mean time the knave outwitted fneaks off with the worfr grace in the world, and feels himfelf to be an object of hatred and derifion : for though villainy triumphant difp1ays the mofl: confummate infolence, yet villainy, unattended with fuccefs, is alfo unattended with the fortitude apper­taining to difrrefl: virtue, and produces the moil: abjeCt poverty of fpirit. 

FABLE 

• 
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FA B L E CXCVI. 

c_fhe Old Woman and her Hen. 

A N Old \Voman, who kept feveral cocks and 

hens, hearing one of the Hens cackle prodi­

giouDy, cried out, how -now, d;1me partlet, why do 

you n~ake fo much noife? I ha':e laid an egg, goody, 

i~1id the Hen. \Ve11, what then? replied the Old 

Woman: cannot you lay an egg without cackling? 

M 0 R A L. 

Tbeir bus'nejs of rnucb moment balj-dijpatch'd, 

Their egg ir;deed well/aid, but yet unhatch' d, 

• Their fly dejigns vain-glorious babblers tell, 

And craftier va_rlets crujh them in 'the jhell. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

People of little minds and narrow notions are very 

apt to magnify their own confequence to themfelves, 

P 3 and 
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and to boafl: of having accompliihed the moil trivial 
undertakings. They go abcut founding forth their 
own worth, and filling their ears with the mufick of 
their own praifes, however hadhly th~y may grate 
on the nerves of others~ Vanity will difplay itfelf on 
the mo:ll ridiculous occafions, and derive more ima­
ginary honct~r to itfelf from a country-dance or a 
foxchace, than a great general from a well-fought 
battle. J\IIodefty and humiiity are in the number of 
the mofl: amiable virtues, and ihould be duly culti­
yated ; as they affu~d proteB:ion even to ignorance and 
inability, and throw an uncommon lufi:re on genius 
and merit. 

F AB. CXC\lii. 'IZJc' .0}11 a12d the Ca!f. 

A Bull wanting to get into an hovel where the 
rack was well ito eked vvi th f weet hay, met with 

feme difficulty in getting his horns through the door­
way. A Calf, who was within, pertly directed him 
how to bend himfelf, in order to guide his horns 

into 
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into the frable. Peace, filly Calf, faid the Bull, I 

knew that well enough, before you was born . 

J\1 0 R A L. 

T17e think our fathers fools, fo wife we grow! 

Our wijer fons, no doubt, will think us Jo. PoPE. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 

Deference and refpect are at all times due from 

youog people to their fcniors. It is no more than 

is owing to their age and their experience: Young 

raen fhould not be forvvard to obtrude advice on 

their elders, and pertly ereCl: themfclves into mo-· 

nitors, fince they do not thereby m.anifcfr their 

vvi{dom, but their foll\'. Difcovcrics nev: to t ~·;;_:n 

are hacknieJ 111;;1xims' to thofe advanced in y..:<:rs, 

and truths \~vith which they have long ago been ac­

quainted. It is rather an amiable quality in a young 

man to fubmit himfelf to the guidance and direCtion 

of his elders, to beg their advice in the formation of 

his mind, and the regulation of his conduB:: and 

when he proceeds raihly with a ridiculous confidence 

in his own knowledge and abilities, he is almoit fure 

to fuff(:r for it; but when he not only pretends to 

think properly for himfelf, but alfo to direct thofe, ­

by whom he iliould himfelf be direCted, his forward 

behaviour expofes him to contempt, and fubjeB:s 

him to reproof. 

\I 

FAbL~ 
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FABLE CXCVIII. 
The Fiiliermen and IVIercury. 

SO l\1E Fifuermen, naving cafr their nets, took 
feverallarge turtles; and :finding, upon dividing 

the booty, ~that there was much more than they 
could eat, they invited Mercury, who was walking 
on the fea fhore, to take part witi-1 them. But 
Mercury perceiving that he was not invited out of 
civility and good-nature, but only that he might 
contribute to eafe them of their load of provifions, 
told them to eat the turtle, which they had taken, 
by themfel ves. 

M 0 R A L. 
With Jcorn his proffer'd bounty I refufe, 
Tf/ho gives me only what be cannot ufe : 
_4s kind as he, my very dog will quit, 
Churl as he is, the bone he canmt eat. 

A P P L I-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N: 

Kindnefs and civilities do not always proceed from 

benevolence and good -nature, but often Row from 

private views. There is no generality in bei1owing 

on others what we diflike ourfelves; and fuch fa­

vours re:Rect no merit on the givers, and excite no 

gra··itude in thofe on whom they are beftowed . A 

difintereHed turn of rr.ind, and a laudable thirfi of 

doing good to our fellow creatures ennobles every 

aCt of charity, and rai[es the gift in!.o a kinc.l of ob­

lation : whereas the bounty of tbofe, who are uP.in­

Buenced by thefe principles, lofes it's real value, and 

though it may produce {ome accidental .§;uod to 

others, does no honour to the hand that bei1:ows it. 

FAB. CXCIX. JEfop at play. 

AN At!1eni ~n f~cii1g j£ 0 at p11.y V.'J'·h .t n e 

boys, bughcd <:.t h is folly. Cr:o .. which 

lEfo r, confcious of his fuF~rir·ri,y o':c r this pre ­

teJ;dcd cenfor, LiJ an unGrung bv-....v on the g:rm.r1d , 

p 5 
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faying, Tell me, wifeacre, what I mean by thato 
A croud gathered about them, and the Athenian, 
after having cudgelled his brains to no purpofe, 
was at length obliged to confefs his inability to an­
fwer the quefrion which was put to him. Why then, 
faid .lEfop, learn this from me : If you keep the 
bow always firetched, you will foon break it; but 
if you fuffer it to be relaxed, it will be fit for ufe 
Whenever you have OCC<l~On for it. 

M 0 R A L. 
'The weary mind, relaxing from it's pains, 
New fo1·ce and vigour from amufement gains: 
As when the dancer all his efforts tries, 
He Jinks, to gain a greater fpring to 1'ife• 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
The mind of man is not formed for unremitted 

attention, nor his body for uninterrupted labour : 
and we can no more go through any bufmefs re­
quiring intenfe thought, without unbending the 
mind, and relaxing it from the fatigue of contem­
plation, than we can perform a long journey with­
out refreihing ourfelves by due rei! at the feveral 
ftages of it. r!hey who look with contempt on light 
amufements, or inve~h with feverity againfr trivial 
cliverfions, do not duiy confider their ufe, and re­
flect how neceffary they are to the accompliiliment 
of the moft important purpofes. The faculti es, al­
ways kept on the firetch, lofe their tone and vigour, 
and become dull and languid. The mind is formed 
for contemplation, the body for ex~rci(e : but con­
tinual contemplation, anJ continuc..l labour would 
d~ft:-oy both. We fuOtdd not therefore be a!hamed 
to relax a .. jll"()~er i ~~t.:.:-·nls ; a1d as the fabbath re-
,,.,r tho fl .• . ,,.~·, "fr .. 11" IJ ~':'11·~ ..,.1u' ft S •'11''!'1 to • .... n .:) ...... l- , .... l .. U u J v t.l " ... '"d "'"~ \. _ ' "'".., " L t 

return 
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return to their labours with chearfulnefs, fo a little 

holiday in our ftudies qualiiies us to purfue them with 

frefh affiduity, and greater probability of fuccefs. 

FAB. CC. The Fool ond the Moen. 

AFool fitting one night by a river-fide, faw the 

re.fletl:ion of the Moon in the water, and im­

mediately baited his hook with cream-cheefe, and 

threw in his line to angle for it. After he lnd 

fat for fome time, ancl wondered that the Ivioon 

did not bite, the Man in the Tv1oon cried out to him 

with an hollow voice, and faid thus : F ocl that thcu 

art! to fifh for the fhadow of the r::1oon in the rived 

thou hadft better put a ·worm upon thy hook, and 

angle for barbel and gudgeons. 

IV1 0 R A L. 

Snzit ~oitb tbt dazzling glare qf ea;pty foe:u, 

The jimple nzaid thus rmg.'t's jo;· a l'ec. u: 

'1/;e w~fc'r fair with j:orn tlc Z.auUe vit'<~.:s, 

And tnm of jeilfi, n nobl::r game, pcfucs. 

p 6 A P PL I-
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A P P L I C A T I 0 N. The purfuits and expeCtations of many perfotls in the world are as abfurd and ridiculous, as the em­ployment of the fool in the above fable. Some men of deep learning, and much ingenuity and appli­cation mifguided, have gravely endeavoured to ac­compliili as ridiculous purpofes, and have run after inventions equally ridiculous, as is very humour­ouDy £hewn in the followin~ pat1~1ge taken from, Sir l17iliiam Temple. 

" I have heard of wondrous pretenfions and vi­" fions of men, pofieifed with notions of the il:range " advancement of learning and fciences, on foot in " this age, and the progrefs they are likely to make " in the next; as, the univerfal medicine, which " will certainly cure all that have it: the philofo­'' pher's fl:one, which will be found out by men '' that care not for riches : the transfufion of young " blood into old mens veins, which will make them c' as gamefome as the lambs, from which it is to " be derived : an univerfal language, which may " ferve all mens turn, when they have forgot their " own: the knowledge of one another's thoughts, "' without the gricvol~S trouble of [peaking : th~ art " of flying, till a man happens to fall down and " break his neck: double-bottomed iliips, wherecf " none can ever be cafe away, befiues the firft that '' was made : the admirable virtue of the noble and " neceffary juice call~cl {piale, which will come to " be folJ, and very cheap, in the apcthecar!es fh ops : ·'' di[coveries of new worL!s in the planets, and " voyages b\;twecn this -.-;or]cl ar;d that in the rr,o..:;n , H tO be made as freq1 tentJy aS between nrk and " London: Bight>, which fuch poor mortals as I " am, think. aS wiid ?.S thofc of ArirjlfJ, but v:ith­" cut half [o much v.;it, or fo much inH:ruBi 11 ; " for there, tr'cfe mcclcrn {ages may kllow, w;1crc " they may hope in ti rn e to fin.J their lofl: fen!'"c:;, " prek1ved in phi \ls, wi~h thofc of Orland?." 
FABLE 
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FA B. CCI. 'Yhe Mole 1m'th SpeCtacles. 

!\ Llole, bZlving con ~uJted man) OC!!ifrs or the 
..ot.f--1... bette1 ing of his fit;ht, vvas at ld} proviJcd 
\Vith a good 1 air of fpe[bcles ; but upo;1 his en-
d · 1 r f · 1... · • 'j ea\·ourmg to mal{c ute o ti1cm, us mo~r.er tGi 

him very prudemly, that fpcB:ack:s, though they 
mi~ht h~lt the ey~ of a man, could be of no ufe 
to a l\1ole. 

_1 0 R A L. 
" Swift is cbfl?.re, and Adcli(on ·zum:ts ttyjic, 
'' Sha1~efpeare is ln:.J,mzd l\iilto:1 ali hombryl "­
Thz:s 1.v/t itjelf balf-fieing focls coi:don ;-, 
.lind finfe and genius are a!! dad to 6M:. 

A p p L I c A T I 0 1 T. 

The above fa lc is quotrd 1 y t;1c i·1_::-cnicns au­
tl:or of the SPECTATO.-.., am; i1 ~,cad of <.n · rc J~c­
tions of our ov·n, we fn:.ll fubj'"'iL his clr,·ant ap 
plication of it. 

" I 2111 not 2t all mr r;:itlc- , •.vl~(.n ·rorr~<;:imes I 1 

" fee my wor:~s throvm aflck by m::·:; cJ no :1He ' 
'' 1101' 
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" nor learning. There is a kind of heavinefs and 
" ignorance that hangs upon the minds ef ordina­
" ry men, which is too thick for knowledge to 
" break through. Their fouls are not to be en­
" lightened: To thefe I mufi apply the fable of 
'' the Mole. 

"' But befides fuch as are Moles through igno­
" ranee, there are others, who are Moles through 
" envy. It is impoffible for them to difcover beau­
'~ ties in another's works; they have eyes only for 
" fpots and blemiilies: They can incleed fee the 
" light, as it is faid of the animals which are their 
, ,; namefakes, but the idea of it is painful to them ; 
" they immediately £hut their eyes upon it, and 
" withdraw themfelves into a wilful obfcurity.3

' 

F AB. CCII. The Will explained l)' 1Efop. 

rAN Athenian dying left three daughters, one 
handfome and a coquette, another frugal and 

indufirious, and a third given to drinking and very 
ugly : The father left great poifeffions of which he 

made 
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made their mother the heirefs, under the condition 

however, that fhe ihould divide them equally be­

tween his three daughters, but in fuch m2.nner, that 

they fhould not poffds or enjoy what was b~q:-1eathed 

them; and that as foon as they ceafcd -to have what 

they had received, they fuould pay their mother an 

hundred pounds apiece. The mother, not knowing 

how to explain fuch extraordinary legacies, and 

having confulted feveral councellors in vain, deter­

mineJ at length to do what fhe thought honeft and 

equitable, without troubling herfelf about the legal 

confi:ruclion of the 'vill. Accordingly fhe allotted 

the wearing apparel, plate, and equi'pages to the 

coquette; the farms, cattle, and tools of hufbandry 

fhe defiined for the fr-ugal young woman ; and the 

cellar, well fiored with wines, together with the 

fine houfe and gardens, to her that was given to 

drinking. She was jufr about t0 divide the dead 

man's effeC'ts in this manner, when .!Eflp interpofed, 

and explained the Vlill in the following manner. 

rrhe houfe, and fine gardens, and rich wines, faid 

he, give to the frugal girl; the apparel, diamonds, 

and equipage, give to her that is ugly and fond of 

wine ; and the farms, cattle, and implements of 

hufbandry to the coquette. The ugly girl will im­

mediately fell the cloaths and jewels for the fake of 

liquor; the coquette will fell her farms to purchafe 

finery ; and the frugal girl wJl get rid of her cellar 

at any rate. Thus neither of the d:J.ughtcrs will pof­

fefs her proper legacy, and will he able to pay their 

mother the hundred pounds bcqucathep by the \Vill, 

out of the money for which they vvill fell their fe­

vcral bequefi-s. ! .. 1 0 R A L. 
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1\1 0 R A L. 

Pert Barrlfiers / g-rave Serjecmts / learn fi'om hence CJ.o marry Cornmon Law· to Common Senft.' 
\tV ILLS, rufi~/!1 cant andjargon of tbe cOU1'ts, Are W01J1 explain' d by Cafes a ad Reports. 

A P P L I C A T I 0 N. 
Some men are born to be the wonder of the age, in which they live. They are hleft with a qu icknefs of parts, and folidity of underftancling, which the reft of mankind mufi defpair of attaining. On thefe men, he;aven feems to have poured a more than ordi­nary portion of the etherial fpi rit, to have enlarged their minds with magnificent ideas, and ~::> have en­lightened them vvith !hining talents, almoft ap­proaching to infp!ration. The tranfcendent bright­nefs of their fo uls ·pierces through the m ifis of igno­rance or difficult:y, impenetrable by common uncl cr­frandin gs. Th;;y plan and cond utt important un­dertakings, refolve doubts, and explain myfteries , with a facility peculiar to thcmfelves . Such arc the men, to whom we afcribe tbe glorious quality of genius; ancl among thefe l..Esop has always been accou nted one of the mofi eminent and illufnious. His FABLES flyulJ be read with dili::ence and at-'-' tention; and it would be a fine employment for a young mind to exert itfelf in deducing rroper morals and reflections from them, with a laud~ble emulaLion of the fagacity fhewn by JEsop himfelf in his ex1Ja­nation of 6e Will, as here rela ted. 

IN D I X. 
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A 

A BILITIES, not to be eftimated by compari­

fon with others; 2 z 5 
Abfurdities, run after even by the learned and ingeni-

ous, 3 24 -

Accomplifhments intelleB:uai, fuperior to external, 222 

Advantages poifeffed, not to be parted from for uu­

certain profpefcs, I 09 
Adverfaries, the danger of fudden Reconciliations with 

them, z 14 
Advice, generally ill received, 284-
Affability a virtue recommended by the ancients, 102 

AfFectation, the fource of folly, 1 zz 

Allies, to he chofen with caution, 50. Sometimes turn 

out the wor11 enemies, ibid. 
Ambition, \Vorks it's own overthrow, I z 

Analogy, between perfons in high and low life; and 

how calculated to flatter pride, I 2 3 

Anger, the fuppreilion of it betoke~1s a great mind, 3 5 

Application, the neceifi~y of it to cultivate our ta­

lents, I 84. Surmcul!~.s al.rnofl: every difliculty, 83. 

Y ct ridiculous \Vhen direCled to wrong purpofes, 2 3 5 

Artifice and cunning, praG:i~eJ by bafe minds, 6o 

Arrogance, derogates from real worth, 2+4 
Affi.fi:ance from others, not to be depended on, 55 
A \·arlee, how reduced to a ridiculous vice, I S7. Often 

defeats it's O\\'ll purpofe, I o. Leads us into acts of 

inju.fi:ice, I z 
Authors, unpardonable for their hafry produB:ions, t 64 

Authority, often obliges men to behave fcrvilely for 

the h1 1re of [ecnri ty, 2 52 
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B 
Badges of honour, when conferred without merit are badge_s of infc..~y and difgrace, 73 ' Beauty 1~ the fa:r fex, frequently the caufe of their neglechn_g the Improveme_nt of the mind, 7 5. Often defl:royed by attempts to Improve it, ibid. . Beauties, too commonly open to flattery, 57 Benevolence, the blefiings refulting therefrom, 272 Blockheads, always proud, 2 

Boafung, no proof of abilities, 1 z8 
Bo~y, not more pl~ant than the mind, I 3 5 Bnbes, n~ temptatiOn to the hone:fl: mind, I 29 Bufi.nefs, m common, may be tranfacted withuut much genius or learning, 227 

c 
·Caution, in what cafe neceifary, 6o CharaCters, when affumed without merit, fubjecrs the impo:fl:or to perpetual danger, 7 I Charity, the duty of the rich, I 43 Choice, a good one how to be e:fl:imated, zo6 CircumfpeB:ion, highly neceffary to avoid danger as well as reproach from the great, z 52 Comfort, a felfiih mind incapable of recei,·ing or com­municating it, 146 
Common Fame of a capricious Nature, 246 Commonalty, proteCted by the care of their rulers, 53. Not their intere:fl: to ferment faB:ions, 47· Company, what is ca1led the be:fl: often proves our ruin, 1 I 3· The neceffity ofbeing circumfpeB: in our Choice; and cautious with whom we affociate, I q, I99 
Compafil.on, acrimewhen!hewn toimproperobjecrs,z8 I. He that has none for the di:fl:reifed, will be likely to be puni!hed at laH: for his own cruelty, z6 3 Conceit and affectation, de:fl:roy even the charms of beauty, 75 
Conceffions, not to be made to our enemies, 308 Confidence unlimitted, when repofcd in villains , m­volves us in infurmountable difficulties, z69 Confequences, man an incompetent judge of them, z 57 

Confiancy, 
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Confl:ancy, rarely to be met with, 95 
Contempt, often ill founded, I 58. An affected one the 

reful t of immoderate de fire baffled and difappoin ted, 24 

Connections, great care necefiary in forming them, 269 

Corruption, every ftate fubject to it, I 59 
Covetoufnefs, never produCt-ive of happinefs, or any 

one noble fentiment, 59· When infatiable, the great­

en torment mankind are fubject to, 86. An abfurd, 

as well as miferable difpofition, 228 

Cour6er, his dependants too apt to flatter themfelves, 57 

Counfel, we fhould confider who gives it, 22. From 

whom we ought to take it, 2 3 

Cowardice, never acknowledged, I 40 

Coxcombs, generally foiled at their own \Veapons, 3 8. 

Often expofed to danger by their impertinence, 294 

Creator, inftance of his goodnefs, I 94 
Credulity, the child of ignorance, and mother of 

diftrefs, 5 I 
Crimes, often endeavoured to be palliated by idle 

excufes, z6o 
Cruelty, often wears a falfe form, I z6 

Cunning, the decept·on of weak minds, I 07 

Curfe, the greateft heaven can entail on man, 5 

D 

Death, not to be guarded againfl:, 21 I 

Debauchery, evil tendency of it in youth, I 45 
Deceit and cunning, dangerous even to the pratlifers 

of it, 65 
Deference, a refpect due to years, 3 I 9 
Deformity of body, often productive of a defire to cui. 

tivate the mind, 7 5 
Dignity, thofewho ape it render themfelves ahfurd, 123. 

What is necelTary to fupport it with refpett, 171 

Difcipline tempered with humanity fooner ~vorks upon 

the mind than violence, 66 
Difcontent deftructive of every comfort of life, 8 I. Be. 

trays us into divers misfortunes, 174 

Difobedience to parents, a moft capital fin, 23 

Difpofitions, petulent ones involve their poffeffors in 

difagreeable fcrapes, z 3 I. U n tratlable ones deferve 

to be treated like brutes, 13 I. Are implanted by na­
ture 
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ture as fl:rongly in the human mind as in the brute creation, I 20 

Difputes, often ended to the defl:ruction of both parties, 2 1 6 
Diftrefs, allevi:lted by feeing our adverfaries afl1iB:ed, 1 oo DiftinB:ion, in what cafes the badges of it are odious, 7 3 Difq uietude, the companion of an uneven temper, 2 7 8 Diilimulation, . an odious vice, 204 Double-dealers, difagreeable companions, 93 Drunkard, a confirmed one a deplorable charatter, 202 Duellii1s, a hint worthy their confideration, I 98 

E 
Education, Perfons of a mean one betray it in the midft fplend.or, z6 I 
Ernpffiyments, to be avoided where fraud becDmes ne. cefiary, z 87 
Emulation ought to be encouraged, 13 Enemy, fcarce poilible to create a£ 1gle one, I 5 r Envy, the moft diabolical of all paffiom, zz8 Example more prevalent than precept, I so ExpeCtations, when too fanguine, often difappointcd, 3 r Extravagance, the fore-runner of mifery, 8o Equivocation, a mean fubtcrfuge, 3 1 z 

F 
Fables, worthy to be read with attention, 3 z8 Family, every private one fhould confider itfclf as a lit· fiate, z64 
Falfe pity, an ungenerous infult, 18 r Fa1ihood requires great art to conduct itfelf, 65 Favours fi·om fome not to be received with fafety, 224 Fear, in what inftances the beft prefervative from dan-ger, I 55 

Flattery of one's (elf dangerous, 57 Flatterers, though contemptible charaCters, have the advantage over weak minds, 27 Folly and g uilt clofely conneCl:ed, 65 Folly and indolence more blameable th-an ill-fortune, I I 9 Fortitude with patience, the adnntages arifing there-from, 133· Beft clifp1ay'd by meeting danger with refolution, 283 

Fortune, 
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Fortune, a finall one not to be riiked on a fingle event, I 1 o 

Fraud and impofition in all profeffions, 68. DeteCtion 

of it always afrords fatisfacrion, 229. No Man 

fhould think of mending his fortune by it, 257 

Friendihip, the benefits and injuries refulting therefi·om, 

:27 4· The common intereft of mankind, 8 5. The 

balm of human fociety, I I 7. Betrayed, the bafefl: 

treachery, ihid. Beil: manifefted by endeavours to 

adminifter relief, I 8 I. Profeffions of it ihould be 

heard with caution, 3 I 6. Not to be renewed fo long­

as injuries remain unredreffed, 266 ° 

G 

Generofity, one of the nobleil: virtues that adorn the 

mind, I I. Not manifeil:ed by beftowing on. others 

what we di:flike, 3 2 I. An eafy p rchafe of friend­

fhip, 248. Lofes its dignity when exercifed on im-

proper objeB:s, I I · 

Genius, another man's as difficult to adapt as his fhape, 

2 55. Without affiduity never arrives at a degree 

of great eminence, 1 8 5 
Glory, not derived from a viftory over the weak and 

impotent, 29 r 
Good, fcarce any thing fo evil as not to produce it by 

accident, 230 

Good-humour neceffary to become agreeable in conver­

fation, 69. Good effects ariiing from it to the Pof­

feffor, 70 
Good offices, happy effetJ:s ading from mutud ones, 8 5 

Good fenfe, fuperior to low artifice, 107 

Gravity, fometimes a deception to the niceft cbferver, 2 3 7 

Great men, thinking thernfelves above admonition a 

misfortune, z 52 
Grcatnefs, the fall from it a miferable :fituation, 2 I 9 

Guilt and folly almofl: infeparable, 65 

H 

Happinefs, the beil: leffon for its attainment, 3 3. The 

firil: fl:ep towards enjoying it, 5 Seldom obtained 

by changing our ftation, 1 6 I. Equall' difrributed_, 

142. Defrroyed by a fel fiih difpofitioll, 146 

Hope, a delufive fecurity, c9 -

Honeil:y, once violated, the dreadful confequence, t 38 
Human 
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Human affairs more influenced by folly than fortune, 1 1 g Human weaknefs infeparab1e from our natures, I 79 Humanity, the firft virtue, and the man devoid of it beneath human nature, 262 
Humility neceifary, from the uncertainty of human oleffings and accompJifhments, 222 Hypocrify, a veil for cowardice, 140. A villain's in­tentions not concealed by it, 3 

I 
Ignorance <tnd envy blind to the merits of others, 3 2 5 Ignorance, inexcufable in the great, I 71 Impofition, we cannot poffibly be too much on our guard againft, 2 I 4 
Impudence and ignorance almoft infeparab1e, 71 Incendiaries, the moft odious charaCters in private life, 189. Not to be liftened to, 85. W orfe than the atting criminal; and have no right to plead inacti­vity as an argument of innocence, 2 54 Indignation, better to reprefs it in particular circum­fiances, I 57· Aggravated by the infolence of a wretch in office, I 56 
Indolence fubjeB:s us to loffes and difappointments, 55. Makes mankind murmur at providence, 91 Indufrry rendered ridiculous by mifapplication ; this truth exemplified in the character of Will rf/imbl.:, - 233, 234. Ought not to be defpifed, 8o. A dou ­ble bleffing in itfe]f, 92 
Infirmities, thofe of old age not attended to by barba­rous nations, 30 
Ingratitude, the puniili.ment of it an e~~cm plary piece of j.ufri:::c, 27 I, 306 
Inhumanity, the barbarity of i t, 24-9 Injuries better overlooked than refen ted, I 5 I. To avoid committing them we fhculd fuppofe onrfclves in the . place of others, 279· Unfafe to offer them even to thde b~neath us , I 7 
Infoleroce g~thcrs ftrength by want of chafrifement, 3 I 5 Inftabiiity, more fatal than adverfe fortune, I 53· Ren­ders men contemptible, z8 5 Integrity, att~inabJe by every individua1, z z 7. In vain to urge it to higb•;aymen, z6o 



I N D E X. 335 
Intereft, low minds fwayed by it, I 6oo He who thinks 

of promoting his own only often grofly miftakes it, 1 o 
Innocence, in vain to plead it before a corrupt judge, z6o 
Innovations, dangerous to the public welfare, 104 

Jokf!rs and Wittlings, contemptible characters, 16 
J uilice moft pleafingly difpenfed when villains deteCl 

their own gang, 1 I 5 

K 
Knaves, feldom exempted from theirdeferved fate, 240. 

Naturally detefted by honeft men, 2 7 5 
Knowledge never fo d.ifrant as when we flatter our­

felves we have enough, 2890 The beft proof of it 
from trial, 240 

L 
Labour amply rewarded, z58. Bodily Iefs fatiguing 

than intellectual, 53 o 

Lauthorn and Candle, no abfurdity in feeking an ho­
neil man with it by day-light, zz7 

Legacy, the moft vaiuable one a father can leave his 
children is to put them in the way of obtaining an 
honeft livelihood, 2 58 

Liars, noto£ious ones the moft contemptible characters 
in life, z 3 8 

Liberty, never to give it up the trueft mark of greatnefs 
of foul, z r 

Liberty ofConfcience, an honour to theBritifh nation, I oz 
Lies, the fureft mark of a baie, abjeCl fpirit, 1 2 ~ o Be·-

tray themfelves, z'bid. To be avoided for divers 
reaions, I 3 6 

L ife, our fituation in it not to be changed without con­
fidering the confequence, zzs o Viciffitudes of it fo 
fudden as to reprefs both defpair and exultation, 3 I 3 

Lo•tc, the difficulties it i'iibjects us to, 97 
Love and Admiration a?t to be placed on improper obe 

jects , 14 
Lover ap t to fla tter himfelf, 57 
Lcok before } Ozt leap, a ncce!fary precaution, 5 z 

I, 

1agnificencc 
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M 
Magnificence and Splendor lefs to be valued than facial 

happinefs, 63 
Man, an imitative animal, I 34· Incon:lifrent; and ne­

ver fatisfied with the decrees of providence, I o6. A 
happier being if he did not draw misfortw1es upon 
himfelf, 5. A wife one will not affume a charaCter 
that does not become him, 7 

Mankind, properly divided into two claffes, 6, 7. The 
worthlefs part never acquire reputation, 36. Befl: 
fuited for their own fphere, I 23. His mind and body 
both require relaxation, 3 22. 

Manners, how formed, 1 3 5. AffeCted by daily com­
merce, 199 

Marriage, with fuperiors, often dangerous, 48 
Mafi:ers feldom have fervants attached to their intereft, 

I 9· O:ten ruined by their extravagance and negli­
gence, ibid. 

Men, dignified ones, their real charatters known on1y 
to their friends, 21 3 

Mercy, produCtive of gratitude, 4r. Injuftice when 
extended to robbers and murderers, I 1 

Merit, how beft known and efi:imated, I I 2, 126 

Minds, generous and humane, diftreifcd by froward dif­
po:litions, 1 3 I 

Min:fters, a fuctefiion more fatal than famine, 307 
Misfortnnes, often afcribed to wrong caufes, 298. In-

human to infult people under them, 2+9 
Modefty, an amiable and graceful virtue, 244, 3 I 8 
Mo,larchs drawn inca error by avarice, 59 
Morality, not violated by foiling the wicked with their 

own devices, 27 5 
Murmurs feldom procure pity, I 33 
Muiical infcrument ufeful only to a mafterly hand, z 

N 

Nature not to be changed by art, z r. Fever finks 
lower than by becoming the enemy ofvirtue, 2)0 

Negligence, attended with frequent dangers, 166 

Old 
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0 

Old Age, the follies of it, 21 I 

Opinions, how ill grounded, 78, zc9 

Oppofition to our fuperiors imprudent, 90 

Outward appearances deceitful, zoo 

p 

Parents, difobedience to them a capital fin, 2 3 

Patience, the beft fupport in misfortunes, 1 33 

Patrons have it in their power to injure us, 42 

Pomp, many deluded by it, 14-

337 

Poverty, an enfign of virtue and merit, 7 3. Advantages ) 

arifing from it, J 4 I 
Poor, fnffer by their fuperiors, 46, 47 

Power, dangerous in the hands of our enemies, 45 

Praife, a defire of it renders us dupes, 2 7 

Prefervation of life more valuable than property, 98 

Pride, a vice improper for man, I 73· Overthrows in-

ftead of exalting itfelf, 1 z, 76 

Promifes, when to be fufpecred, 68 

Profperity too much for low minds, 44· One circum­

Hance not to be relied on, I I o 

Providence difiributes its bleffings equally, I 93. v.; e 

fhould place implicit confidence in it, 301. Not to 

be repined at, 8 z 
Prudence, infiances of fhewing it, 42, 2 5 z 

Q_ 

~arrels of bad men difcover their treacnery, 243 

Fatal both to private families and the common· 

wealth, 264 
R 

Reafon, in vain to he urged to thieves, 3 

Rebellion excited by cruelties, 1 7 

Regulations, the ~ ropofers of them influenced too fre 

qnently by priv, te ir.ter ft, 104 

Repentance, precarious on a death-be(, z8 

Reproach, \ hen dangerous, 6 3 

Refolution, the want of it fatal, 3 3 

Retaliation pleafing to the ofFended, 277 

Riches 
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Riches, how produB:ive ofhappinefs, 63. Cannot pro­

teet us from anxiety, q.z. A bleffing to the poor when poifeifed by a charitable man, I 4 3 
Rewards not to be beftowed on villains, z 1 8 

s 
Security, an imaginary one, fatal, 15 5 
Schemes ought to be well weighed, 5 I 
Self-prefervation not duly attended to, 45' 
Self-intereft often cloaked under- profeffions of friend-fhip, I 8z 
Selfifhnefs not the intereft of our nature, 248 
Servants owe a two-fold duty to their mafters, 271 
Servitude cannot be ihook off at pleafure, 50 
Shame gloried in by the abandoned, 241 
Shew, the multitude dazzled by it, 295 
Simplicity, a token of virtue, 65 
Sincerity rarely to be met with, 169 
Slander, difdain of it the noblefr revenge, 35 
Slavery, the purchafe of it, 50 
Sloth deftrutlive of a ftate, 2 3 3 
Sorrow, not manifefted by enquiries after the :fick, 127 Splendor produCtive offatal confequences, 63 
Station, a man ihould he content in his own, 257 Stratagem fubdues better than force, 88 
Strength expofes us to dangers, ihid. 
Subtilty aimed at by rogue·s, 275 
Superftition produB:ive of many evils, 310 
Sufpicion, how far neceffary, 6o 

T 
Talents, extenfive ones thinly fcattered, 2 27. Well cultivated, procure applaufe to all, 2) 5 
Tempers, oppofite ones not to be conciliated, z6 
Temperance, a conftituent of natur2.lluxury, 225 
Tendernefs <-'f Parents ruins their children, 304 
Theory often im praili cable, I 7 8 
Thief, no fafety whilft he is permitted to be in your 
hou~, 224 . 

Tongue, the befl herald ofw.i(do~, 236 
Traitors, the blackeft of all cnmmals, 241 

TrJler, 
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Trifler, an agreeable one, the moil: difficult charatl:er 

to afiume, 148 
Ttuth, worthy to be inculcated, 125. Cannot be prac­

tifed ·in part, 204. Hard to arrive at, 78. Reputa­
tion not to be fupported without a religious adherence 
to it, 238 . · 

Turncoats difregarded by all parties, I 6 3 

v 
Vain-boafters alw,ays to be fufpeCl:ed, 126 
Vanity, intoxicated by applaufe, 176. Difplays itfelf 

on ridiculo~s occafions, 3 1 ~ 
Venality and corruption, their evil tendency, t 30 

Vice involves men in diftrefs, 125. Should not be 
winked at in childhood, 138. Proof of its abjeCt: 
nature, 3· Habitual, defperate, zoz. Ne,eifary to 
be extirpated, 147 

V.i.B:ory may be purchafed too dear, 49 
Villainy, its neceifary connections a conviaion, I 15 . 
Violence the worft means of fubduing the minds of 

men, 66 
Virtue its own reward, 41. The heart devoid of it that 

feels not for the diftreifed, z63. Enemies to it upom 
a level with fiends, z 5 I 

Underftanding, what betrays a weak one, 1 

Undertakings; their uncertainty a leffon of inftructionf.l 
3 z. They appear eafy till witneifed, 128. 

Union affords reciprocal ftrength, 264 
Vulgar opinions often vulgar errors, 209 

w 
Water-engine, a proof that we fhould not defpair of at ... 

taining any art or fcience, 84 
Welfare, petty quarrels fatal to it, z64 
Wealth does not diveft men of care, 302 

Vvickednefs, punifhment of it juft, 297 
vVifdom, manifefted by not attempting what we are not 

calculated to perform, 2 3 5. Acquired by Diffidence 
and Advice, 289. The trueft Eilimate, how made, 14 

Wifl1es too eafily believed, 57 

Wit 
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\Vit and Humour aukwardly attempted creates con• 

tempt, 148 
Witting, a moil: contemptible character, I 6. Subject 

to miftake the choice of his object for ridicule, 2,3-1 

Works of Nature fuperior to human art , 8z 
Wretches generally involved in their mifery by rafu­

nefs, 22 5 
• y 

Youth, the befl: time to cultivate the mind, 145· Inca­
pable of conduCting themfelves without wholfome 
advice, 289. Subject to fall a prey to the crafty, 
168. Well fpent, the advantage of it., 289. 
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