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%W‘"@"@ITTLE or nothing can be faid
26( 1153 with any degree of certainty con-
9A. cerning the life of Aisop. The
&2l accounts handed down to us from
antiquity, confift chiefly of idle traditions,
and obfcure hints at his figure and adven-
tures. A long recapitulation might indeed
be made of the feveral ftories concerning
him; ftories, however, bearing as evident
marks of fi¢tion as the Fables of Aisop
themfelves, but far, very far, from afford-
ing equal inftruction or delight.

The fum of what has been faid of him,
on the beft authority, is this...... That he
was by birth a Pbrygzan, and by condition
a flave; at leaft that he was ina ftate of fer-
vitude during the earlier part of his life,
though we have reafon to believe that his
uncommon talents afterwards exalted him

A to




v PR{EFE A CE.

to an higher ftation. Arifforle defcribes
him as haranguing the Samians, on the ra-
pacity of their minifter; and Phadrus intro-
duces him {peaking to the People of Athens
on the tyranny of Pzfjffratus; and on each
of thefe occafions embellithing and anima-
ting his difcourfe with fable *. When he
thus addrefled himfelf in an authoritative
manner to an whole people, it is natural
to fuppofe that he was above the degree of
a {lave, moft probably much above it; efpe-
cially as there is fome ground to imagine
that he was actually employed by Crefus,
king of Lydia, to confult the oracle at De/-
phos, as well as fent likewife from the fame
prince in the charatter of ambafiador to
Periander of Corinth.

Thefe are the few particulars, which may
‘be gleaned from antiquity concerning the
life of Aisopr, and even thefe muft be deli-
vered with diffidence and doubt; nor can we
ipeak more pofitively concerning the form
and figure of his perfon. It is commonly
{uppofed that he was very ugly, and very
deformed, though perhaps a true portrait
might prove this opinion to be no other

* The Fable delivered at Samos, was the Fox and the
Hedpehog, No. CLXXXIX. pag. 306 ; that at Athens,was
the Frogs defiring a King, No. 111. pag. 4.

than
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than a mere vulgar error; at leaft that the
mould of his perfon, and caft of his coun-
tenance was rather ludicrous and fingular,
than horrible or thocking. But however this
may be, whatever were the circumftances
of his life, and the frame of his body, the
qualities of his mind were undoubtedly the
objet of admiration to all the fages of an-
tiquity, as his works have been the delight
aud ftudy of fucceeding ages.

The ufe of Fable was eftablithed, if not
originally introduced, by Asor; a circum-
ftance, which not only manifefts his threwd-
nefs and fagacity, the quicknefs of his wit,
and the fertjlity of his invention, but gives
us alfo a ftrong idea of his good humour.
¢« Advice, (fays an agreeable modern )
¢« never comes with a better face, than
<« when it comes with a laughing one:”
and it is certain that Fable rather pleafes
than offends the niceft fenfibility, fince the
inftru&ion it conveys is not magifterially
obtruded upon us, but is obliquely derived
by our own application, and falls from it,
as it were, by accident. Thus much is
certain, that fince the firft introdu&icn of
this {pecies of compofition, every writer of
thefe little pieces, antient or modern, in
verfe or in profe, has never failed to be-

come
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come popular, if poflefied of any tolerable

degree of merit. -
. In regard to the prefent work it would
perhaps feem the modefter method to leave
it to plead for itfelf, rather than to urge
any thing in its behalf in this place: but
though we would avoid the poor vanity of
felf-recommendation, yet fomething is ne-
ceflary to be faid by way of apology. The
prefent reigning performance of this fort is
that of Croxall: Among the many objec-
tions to which that work 1s liable, the ca-
pital one, in my opinion, is of the very fame
nature with that which he himfelf makes
to Lefirange. If Leflrange was a bigot to
one party, Croxall was an enthufiaft in ano-
ther ; both very unfit charadters to cultivate
our youth, and likely to feafon their minds
with the moft dangerous principles. The
ftrongeft underftandings have been unfet-
tled by party and politicks ; and thofe of
children are either quite incapable of re-
ceiving fuch leflons, or liable to be injuri-
oufly affe¢ted by them. To pupils of fuch
tender years fimple truth and plain mora-
Iity fhould be alone recommended ; and it
is furely better to inculcate virtue, and de-
cry vice, in general terms, than to run from
the purpofe, merely to brand this faction,
or
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or that minifter, with the odious epithets
of flavith and tyrannical. It is fuffi-
cient to infpire fuch young readers with the
love of every thing laudable, and an abhor-
rence of all crimes: but to train them in
the leading-firings of party from their cra-
dle, and to teach them to lifp the cantof
faction, is fuperfluous, abfurd, and of the
moft dangerous confequence.

It would not perhaps be too fevere a
cenfure on Croxall’s performance to fay, that
while it is confefledly too trifling and pu-
erile for the ftudy of men; it is, at the
fame time, too much raifed in its ftile,
(though indeed it fometimes falls into poor
familiarities; )too full of refleGions on par-
ticular perfons; too frequently illuftrated
with chara@ers in the manner of our mo-
dern effaifts, though not fo well drawn;
too much crouded with allufions to antient
hiftory ; and too oftentatioufly pieced with
Latin quotations, for the perufal of chil-
dren. Crexall has infcribed his colle@ion
of Fables to Lord Sunbury, fon of the Earl
of Halifax, then {carce paft his fifth year,
and to ufe Croxall’s own words  the moft
“ Jovely and engaging child that ever was
“ born.” He addrefies his infant patron in
the ufual firain of dedicatory epiftles, talks

to
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to him of his future fhare in the admi-
niftration of government, of arts and
{ciences, and of Rome and Mecenas, not
omitting his favourite caftom of embel-
lithing his difcourfe with a line from the
c afficks. 'Who can be guilty of grofler
impropriety or more ridiculous affeGation?
and yet the fame abfurdity runs through the
whole work, of which the dedication 1s {o
glaring an inftance.

The relation of a fable thould be fhort
and plain ; inftead of which, Croxall is ge-
nerally prolix in his manner, and bloated
in his {tile. To what a ridiculous pomp
of phrafeology does he attempt to habitu-
ate our youth, when he reprefents Ffuno
replying to the complaints of the Peacock
in thefe terms! ¢ The vivid blue of the
¢ faphire glitters in your neck ; and when
¢ you {pread your tail, a gemmy brightnefs
« ftrikes the eye from a plumage varied
¢ with a thoufand glowing colours.” But
however ftrange and fantaftical this {tile
may appear, one would almoft think it im-
pofiible for a compiler of a work of this na-
ture to be betrayed into indecency: and yet
Croxall’s narration of the fable of the * Boar

# Croxall’s Zfop, No. XIV. pag. 25.
: and
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and the Afs affords an inftance of it too
grofs to be repeated. His Applications, be-
fides abounding with the improprieties al-
ready enumerated, often deviate from the
plain fenfe and meaning of the fable, to
which they are fubjoined.

Thefe, and fome other particulars, on
which perhaps it might feem rather invi-
dious to infift, furnith a fufficient apology
for the prefent undertaking. Works of
this kind are not calculated to procure
fame, but if they appear to be well meant,
they may at leaft hope for pardon. Thefe
Fables are intended for the ufe of the very
youngeft readers; and indeed little collec-
tions of this nature are commonly put into
the hands of children, immediately after
the Primer and Spelling-Book. We have
therefore endeavoured to adapt every thing
herein to fuch tender capacities; hoping,
however, at the fame time, to avoid giving
into childith familiarities, and finking into
the infantine ftile of the nurfery; happy,
if the little ftudents thould not, at maturer
years, feel themfelves athamed of what
they had read in their infancy. To this
end we have ftriven to relate the Fables in
a thort and lively manner, and to render
the feveral Applications to each plain and

appoiite,
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appofite. Thefe are now and then drawn
from one or other of our moft celebrated
Englifb writers, and we can only regret
that proper paflages did not oftener fuggeft
themfelves. As an entertainment, or kind
of temptation to young readers, there are
likewife fubjoined Morals (though they do
not all fall properly under that title) in verfe
to each fable. Of thefe perhaps fome may
be but indifferent, as they are the work of
the compiler himfelf; but fome others, he
is apt to imagine, will be found to be ele-
gant in their compofition, as well as happy
in their application, as he has been favour-
ed with them by fome perfons of refined
parts, already eminent in the literary world
for their genius and tafte.

The whole work, fuch as it is, is fub~
mitted to the publick, more efpectally to
thofe concerned in the education of chil-
dren. In regard to Croxall’s performance
we have faid no more than truth demanded
of us, nor have we indulged ourfelves in
greater freedoms in our remarks on him,
than he had himfelf ufed before in his cen-

fures of Leftrange.
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"FABEE'TI" 94 Dungh111 Cock.

) up a jewel : Alack faid he why did I
- ’g find this ? indeed if a jeweller had found
_ ) it, he would have been rejoiced at his
frood fortune, as he could make fome ufe of fuch a
bauble.~ For my part, I would give this and all the
jewels in the world for one grain of barley.

M G RAGE ‘
To fools, the treafures dug from wifdom’s mine,

Are Fewels thrown to Cocks, and Pearls to Swine.

A PP ILLICATED N

Nothing betrays a weak underftanding fo plainly
as the contempt of valuable objects: and yet that a
low



» EASOP's FABLES

low groveling mind fhould indulge itfelf in fuch con-
tempt is not very wonderful. The things which fall
into their hands, may indeed be good in themfelves,
but they are not able to turn them to their proper
ufe. A mufical inftrument, touched by a fine per-
former, will breathe the fweeteft harmony, but in
an unfkilful hand will remain dumb, or utter nothing
but difcord. What are painting and ftatuary to him
that has no tafte? or what pleafure can be drawn
from books by him that cannot read ! Yet a con-
firmed blockhead will always be proud as well as
ignorant ; and while he perceives the meannefs of
his difpofition little adapted to aim at fublime plea-
fures, will folemnly declare it to be a nobler enter-
tainment to rake into a dunghill.

Fas. IL The Wolf and the Lamb.

A WoLr, drinking at the head of a fountain, faw
a Lamb quenching his thirft a great way below.
He immediately ran to the place, and with a great

deal of foul language accufed the poor harmlefs
animal
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animal of difturbing the waters. The Lamb began
to tremble, and befeeched the Wolf not to punifh
the innocent ; for as he drank fo far below, it was
impoffible for him to fpoil the Wolf’s draught, nor
did he ever intend it. The Wolf however raved
and ftormed moft violently : Sirrah! fays he, you
are a rafcal : you are always upon mifchief : your
father, your mother, and all your generation are
my mortal enemies: and now, you villain, I will be
revenged on you for it. A

M QF R ik

Where'er oppreffion rulesy fell wolves devour,
And the worft crimes are want of firength and pow’r.

APPLICAE IO N

It is in vain to talk of reafon to thieves and
robbers, or to vindicate your innocence to a villain.
They will frame a thoufand pretences to difguife,
if poffible, the violence of their proceedings, but
are at laft reduced to the neceflity of ufing that
violence as their ftrongeft and only argument. Yet
fuch a behaviour is the cleareft proof of the abject
nature of vice, which is athamed to appear in it’s
real figure, ’till it is unable to find any habit fuf-
ficient to cloak the hideoufnefs of it’s form. Hypo-
erify never ferves to conceal a villain’s black in-
tentions any long time, and though he begins with
complaining fof injuries, he cannot long refrain
from doing them,

B2 Fas. 1L
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‘Fas. III. The Frogs and their King.

HE nation of Frogs, which was once free,

befeeched Jupiter to appoint them a King.
Jupiter at firft laughed at their idle requeft: but
their repeated petitions had at length fome effe&t on
him, and he threw them down a Log. The weight
of the Log made the whole lake refound; and the
Frogs frighted at the noife, at firft looked on their
King with great veneration. At length they ftole
foftly up to the Log, and finding it quite motion-
lefs, leaped on it and infulted their ftupid monarch.
Upon this they again petitioned Jupiter, and prayed
that he would give them a King that would exert
his authority. Jupiter then gave them a Stork ; who
marched imperioufly over the lake, and devoured
every poor Frog that came in his way. The Frogs
in vain complained to Jupiter of his cruelty. - The

God
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God is deaf to their complaints, which may be
heard even at this hour. For in the evening, as
foon as the Stork goes to reft, the Frogs creep out
of their hiding places, and croak moft piteoudly ;
though without any redres. For fince they de-
pofed a merciful King, it is the will of Jupiter
that they fhould endure the cruelty of a tyrant.

M OR AT

The nation free, defpotic rule that craves,
And gives up liberty to fink to flaves,

When cruel Kings and hard decrees opprefs,
In vain fhall mourn, and hope in vain redrefs.

APRPELTCATTON

Man would be a much happier being, if he didl
not fo induftrioufly endeavour to draw misfortuncs
and calamities upon himfelf. The firft fiep to-
wards the enjoyment of happinefs, is to be con-
tented with that portion of it, which is meafured
out to us by the hand of providence, to whofe
guidance it would be better to refign ourfelves,
than madly to leave the way pointed out to us,
thinking to_difcover paths of greater pleafantnefs.
The greateft curfe which heaven can entail on men
1s to leave them entirely to themfelves, and to ora-
tify all their vain wifhes, They do not forefee the
confequences of the things they atk for. When the
with for pleafure, they do not think of difeafe and
death, and when they defire to be governed by a
glorious monarch, never confider that they are afk-
ing for a tyrant, ’till they groan under the yoke
of oppreflion, :

Biq ' Fasl1V.
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Fas. IV. The Jack Daw.

Jack-Daw dreffed himfelf up in Peacock’s

W feathers.. Then appearing ‘to himfelf mighty

fmart and handfome, he defpifed his brother Daws,

and thruft himfelf into the company of Peacocks.

But they foon difcovering the cheat, ftripped the filly

bird of his fine feathers, and drove him out of their
company.

MO REAL,

— — — —"— In pride our error lies,

Al quit their [phere, and rufb into the fRies.
Pride flill is aiming at the bleft abodes,

Men would be angelsy, angels would ‘be gods.
Afpiring to be gods if angels fell,

Alpiring to be angels men rebel.  Effay on Man,

NP P RS AT ION,

Mankind may be divided into claffes; fince
not only the different biafs imprefled by nature,

but
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but the various fituations and employments they are
called to, tend to range them under feveral divifions.
A wife man therefore will take his poft quietly in his
own ftation, without pretending to fill that of another;
but there will always be found fome ridiculous cox-
comb, fond of pluming himfelf with foreign orna-
ments: which however only ferve in the end to bring
him to confufion. If a journeyman taylor fhould
drefs himfelf in a birth-day fuit of one of his cuftom-
ers, and go to court, his mean gait and aukward de-
portment would foon betray his real character; and
his rich finery, inftead of commanding refpect, would
draw on him the contempt of the company.

Fae. V. The Lion and other Beafls.

(3

Lron agreed with fome other beafts to hunt

in common with them. They accordingly

made up their hunting-match, ran down a fat buck,
and divided it into equal fhares. But as they'were
preparing to take each his portion, according to
their agreement, the Lion terrified them with a moft
B4 horrible
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horrible roar. The firft thare, fays he, is mine, be-

caufe I am the worthieft: the fecond, becaufe I am
the ftrongeft: I was moft inftrumental in running
down the buck, therefore I challenge the third :
and if you offer to touch the fourth, woe be to you.
‘T'he other beafts, when they heard this, fneaked
‘away hungry and filent, not daring to fay a word
againtt the Lion’s claim.

MO SR AT T

Fhbat pow'rful monarch ever kept his word,
Or who feeks truth and honour in a lord ?
- Live with your equals, if ye would be bleft,
. Ye muf? be woretched; where ye are oppre/l.

APPLICATION.

Poor men, who engage in undertakings with the
great, are {ure to experience the truth of the moral
inculcated in this fable. They will at firft be honoured
as aflociates, that they may be more conveniently
ufed as drudges during the toil and danger of the
enterprize, but will afterwards be fhaken off with
difgrace, and excluded from any advantages accruing
from the fuccefs, which they were fo inftrumental in
promoting. 'The arguments made ufe of by the
great, in vindication of their extraordinary demands,
are indeed not always founded upon reafon, but are
extremely cogent; and remind us of the prudent
Roman, who confefled that ¢ there was no fuch thing
“¢ 5 difputing with the commander of ten legions.”
Powerful princes, who have ated in concert with
meaner ftates againt a rival kingdom, after fubduing
the common enemy have not only (like the Lion)
feized all the fpoils, but have even fallen upon their
allies, for no other reafon but becaufe they were

the flrongefl.
Fas. VI,
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in his mouth ; and it being a fun-fhiny day,
the refle@ion of the piece of flefh appeared in the
water ; which he greedily catching at, dropt what
was in his mouth. Struck with the fudden lofs both
of what he had, and what he hoped to acquire ;
he fet up a how! to this purpole : You greedy wretch,
you deferved this: you had enough, and more than
enough, if you could have been content; but now
by your folly you have lefs than nothing.
M O, R AT
Curf? is the Man who pines amid bis fisre,
And fat with plentesufnefs flill covets more :
But doubly cur/t, by av’rice when betray’d,
He quits the fubflance for an enipty Jhade.
A PP L G A E G N

It is wifely decreed that vice fhould carry it’s own

punithment along with it. FPleafure, if unlawfully
Bs procured,
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procured, commonly ends in pain, and avarice often
defeats it’s own end, and involves the covetous in
diftrefs. He who thinks of nothing but his intereft will
often grofly miftake it, and inftead of advancing him-
felf in the world, lofe every advantage he has already
gained. An infatiable defire of adding to the heap
we have amaffed conjures up illufions, agreeable to
the avaritious eye, and which we-do not difcover to
be vain and deceitful till they have led us to our ruin.
Let us endeavour therefore to root out this mean paf-
fion from our heatts, fince it can never accomplith
it’s own purpofes, and fince it’s failure expofes us to
certain ridicule. © All indeed muft indulge their con-
tempt of that man, who, through a mifguided greedi-
nefs, foregoes real benefits for probable advantages,
and while he “-covets his neighbour’s goods,” is
fure to lofe his own.

Fas. VII. The Wolf and the Crane.

WoLr, having juft devoured a fheep, happened

to have a bone ftick in his Throat. He went

about befceching help, but none would affift him,
telling
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telling him that he was juftly punifhed for his vora-
cioufnefs. However at laft, by means of a deal of
flattery, and a great many fine promifes, he prevailed
on a Crane, to put her long neck down his throat,
and pluck out the bone: but when fhe demanded
the reward, he gave a contemptuous grin and cried,
~ - - Go along, you fool : is it not a fufficient reward
that you are alive? you owe your lifetome: forif I
had chofen it, I might have bit your head off.

My OFR ZA L.
Who [erves a villain, might as wifely free
The hardew’d murd’rer from the fatal tree;
77 ho good with evil, life with death repayss
And deep in blood his own deliv'rer flays.

APPLICATION

Generofity is one of the nobleft virtues that
can adorn the human heart, but when exercifed
on improper objeéts, it lofes the dignity of it’s
nature, and expofes the offices of benevolence and
humanity to contempt and ridicule. Favours con~
ferred on worthy perfons will infpire them with
love and gratitude to their benefadtors : but the
greatef’t return which a villain can make you for your
kindnefs, is to forbear repaying you with injuries.
Mercy to murderers and robbers is injuftice to the
reft of mankind, and the moft lively remembrance
they can ever entertain of the goodnefs exerted
towards them, will be no more than the grati-
tude of the giant in the ancient fable, who told
his captive, who had pleafed him, that he would
eat bim laft. '

Fag. VIIL
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Fas. VHIL . Thke Frog and the Ox.

> - o .

O ALY
S S RS P e 72

Frog, defirous of cqualling an Ox in fize,
began to ftretch and fwell herfelf moft prodi-
gioufly. One of her young ones begged her to defift
from fo vain an undertaking, for that a Frog was
nothing to an Ox.  She however puffed and fwelled
herlelf a fecond time, till her fides cracked again.
"The young one cried out, though you burft, mother,
you will never be half fo big. Then fhe fwelled and
blew herfelf up a third time, and burft.
) Gl § VIR T AT
Ye cits ! of narrcw means and Jmall ¢ftate,
View not with envy the luxurious great :
Think that from rist bankruptcies will come,
And mark your prudent neighbour worth a plumb.
A'PPLICATION.

Pride and ambition feldom fail to overthrow them-
felves; and envy, while it fwells to equal what infi-
mitely furpafles it, burfts itfelf in the attempt. Yet

how
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how blind are the generality of mankind to their own
imperfe&tions, and how foolifhly do they fuffer their
pride to delude them into a notion, that they can,
by ftraining their endeavours to the utmoft, raife
themfelves to an equality with the objects of their
envy ! Due emulation ought indeed to be cultivated
and encouraged, as it is the fource of many excel-
lencies and virtues, . if reftrained within proper limits.
But when we perceive the lowelt of the human fpe-
cies, quite infenfible of their own infignificancy, and
ridiculoufly aiming at a rivalfhip of thofe, whom for-
tune, rank, and abilities have all confpired to raife
above them, it is impoffible to withold one’s indig-
nation and contempt: though at the fame time one
cannot but lament that unhappy turn of mind,
which fills our goals with prifoners, and bedlam
with lunatics.

Fas. IX. The Stag at the Fountain.

— 2 N\ & e

STAG beholding himfelf in a clear fountain,
admired the tall branching horns that adorned

his forchead, but condemned his long fpindle thanks.
While
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‘While he was thus confidering his perfon, he was
fcared by the noife of huntfmen, and flew away
fwifter than the winds, Away went the pack after
him in full cry.  The Stag left them a great way
behind him, but upon entering a thick foreft, his
horns were entangled in the boughs. Then too late
he faw the ufe of his long legs, and curfed his fhowy
horns which made him a prey to the dogs.

W AOER LA,

Virtue defpifed, the beauty views her face,

And pleas’d beholds an angel in her glafs ;

But loft at length, to fhame and want refign’d,
Movrns fbe néer fought the Beauty of the mind.

A BP LI CKNITON.

‘We are too apt to place our love and admiration
on wrong objeéts. ‘Show and oftentation more efpeci-
ally find eafy-admittance to ourhearts, {o much fonder
are we of fpecious trifles than ufeful plainnefs, and
fo much ftronger is our vanity than our reafon. But
this preference, fo injudicioufly beftowed, is often
attended with the moft fatal confequences, and what
has been efteemed the greateft blefling, has proved
the caufe of our deftruction. The trueft mark of
wifdom is to eftimate things at their juft rate and
value, and to know whence the moft real advantages
may be derived. How many have been deluded by
the falfe pomp of the gay world, and prided them-
felves on the pofleflion of talents which qualified
them to thine in that circle, which they perceive
at length that they never fhould have entered ; but
fhould rather have applied themfelves to improve
other qualifications, which might have infured
their own happinefs, and have rendered them ufeful
members to fociety.

Fas. X,
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Fas. X. The Fox and the Stork.

FOX invited a Stork to dinner, but being dif-
pofed to banter his gueft, placed nothing upon
the table but a difh of broth, which being liquid ran
through the Stork’s bill, but was eafily lapped up by
the Fox. The Stork went away nettled at fuch a
grofs affront, and after a few days returned the Fox
his compliment by inviting him to dinner. A glafs
jug full of the moft delicate morfels was produced ;
but tho® the neck of the jug was exceeding narrow,
the Stork eafily ran his long bill down it, and made a
hearty meal ; while the Fox could not geta morfel,
but was obliged to ftarve, though he faw the moit
delicious fare fet before him.

i S iy s (A I
The bantering knave, who all men ridicules,
Who turns the world to jefty bis friends to faols,
Kicks, canesy and cuffs fball feel, withmany a crofs,
Or, like the Fox, be ferv’d with his own fauce.
APPLI-
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ARPLICA T.ION.

There is no chara&er in life more contemptible
than a mere joker and witling, who looks upon every
thing, however grave, as a fubject of raillery, and
is continually pralifing abfurd jefts on all his friends
and acquaintance. Such a man is fufficiently foolith
and impudent to endeavour to banter and ridicule
thofe, whom he ought to regard with the greateft
deference and refpe®, and fo paflionately fond of wit
and humour, that he will facrifice his father or bro-
ther to a good joke. But let fuch perfons bewgu-
tious whom they trifle with, fince many will be
found to refent, and fome that will repay the af-
front. He will be treated as the peft of fociety: every
body will confpire to bring him to difgrace, and will
often give him the moft unfpeakable mortification,
by turning the joke againft him.

Fag, XI, . The Eagle and the Fox.

AN Eagle and a Fox, having contraded a great
intimacy with each other, agreed to become
neighbours : upon which the Eagle built 2 neft on
the
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the top of a high tree, and the Fox dug herfelf a hole
near the root of it. One day, the Fox being gone,
abroad to provide food, the Eagle flew down to her
hole, feized all her cubs, and gave them to herown
young ones to eat. The Fox returning, and difco=
vering the treachery, vowed revenge; but was
laughed at by the Eagle, who thought herfelf fafe
 from the vengeance and purfuit of any creature that
was incapable of flying. But the Fox ran to an
altar in the field, where a facrifice then happened to
be making of a kid, fnatched a firebrand, and fet
fire to the tree. 'The flames foon reached the neft,
and the young Eaglets, who had not yet got their
wings, fell to the ground, and were devoured by the
Fox in the prefence of the old Eagle..

M Q*RGA L.
Opprefs not thofe of poor and liw eftate :
For nome [o mean but may annoy the great.
Fortune or time the bour of vengeance bringss

And clowns repay the infolence of kings.
APPETCATION

At the fame time that it is vile and inhuman to
offer injuries to thofe placed beneath us, it is not
fafe to rely too fecurely on our own exalted {ituation.
Thofe in the moft abje&t ftate of poverty and infir-
mity, if too forely exafperated, will gather power
and ftrength from refentment, and will devife fome
method of revenge that fhall reach us. Tyranny
and oppreffion commonly work the downfall ef thofe
who exercife them ; and the people who have long
groaned under the fevereit cruelties, at length excited
to violence and rebellion, drag the monfter that af-
fliGted them from his throne, and deliver him, in
his turn, to torture and punifhment.

Fas. XIL
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Fas. XII. The Stag and the Oxen.

STAG, clofely chafed by the hunters, took re~

fuge in a ftable, and begged fome Oxen, whom

he found there, to fuffer him to conceal himfelf in
one of the ftalls. They told him, that he would be
in great danger there, for the mafter and fervant
would foon come to look after them: but he intreated
them to let ‘him take {helter there, as he made no
doubt of his fafety, unlefs they betray’d him. A
little after, in came the fervant, gave a carelefs look
over the ftable, and went out again without any dif-
covery. 'Upon this the Stag began to exult, and
imagine himfelf quite fecure: but, faid a fhrewd
old Ox, it was eafy to deceive this ftupid fellow,
who is as blind as a mole ; but you will find it very
difficult to lay concealed from the mafter, who has
as many eyes as Argus. Accordingly, by and by
came the mafter; who to corre& the negligence of
his fervant, went carefully over all the ftable, peered
in



S0P "TABLES. I

in every corner with the greateft exaltnefs, and at
laft, turning over the litter, difcovered the Stag’s horns
fticking .out of the ftraw : upon which he -called all
his {ervants, who foon took the Stag and killed him.

M- O R AL

You, that would guard your houfe, and fave your pelfy
Tyt not @ fervant’s care, but work yaurfelf :

Elfe want and fhame enfues s for hireling flaves

Are often fools, and very often knaves.

AP PLAC AT IO N

Servants are in general fo little attatched o the
jutereft of -their.mafter, whofe wages they reecive,
and whofe bread they eat, that it is abfolutely necef-
fary for the governors of families to look into their
affairs with their own eyes. If they are in no
danger from the treachery of their domeftics, they
are perpetually liable to injuries from their care-
leflnefs and negligence, which leaves the mafter
open to the artifices of thofe who would defraud
him, and the violent attempts even of robbers and
murderers. Few families are reduced to poverty
and diftrefs merely by their own extravagance and
indulgence in luxury: the inattention of fervants
fwells every article of expence in domeftic ceco-
nomy, and the retinue of great men, inftead of
exerting their induftry to conduce as far as poflible
to the increafe of their mafter’s wealth, common-
ly exercife no . other office than that of locufts
and catterpillers to confume and devour it.

%X

Faz. XIIL
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Fap XHE . The Dog and the Wolf,

WoLr, walking in the woods one morning be-

fore day-break, happened to meet 2 Dog of
his acquaintance. Ah Tray, faid he, Tam glad to fee
you; you feem in very good cafe. Ay, replied the
Dog, my mafter takes care of that: he ftrokes me,
and feeds me from his own table 5 I always fleep
under cover, and am made much of by the whole
family. You are 2 jolly Dog, faid the Wolf; 1
with T was fo well taken care of. Do you? faid
the Dog; if you will but behave yourfelf with a
little complaifance, T will introduce you to my ma-
fter, and he will take you into his fervice. In fhort,
matters were agreed, and they made for the town,
talking of different things as they went along.
Day-light now coming on, the Wolf feeing the
Dog’s neck a good deal worn, 2fked him what was
the reafon of it. Oh, faid the Dog, T ufed to be

very
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very fierce at firft, bark at friends as well as foes,
and bite fometimes : My mafter was very angry at
this, beat me foundly, and put a collar on my neck,
which has left that mark you juft took notice of. If
that is the cafe, replied the Wolf, T will not buy
your mafter’s favours at fo dear a rate. Much good
may do you with your hearty meals and dry drub-

bings ! for my part, I had rather be half-ftarved,
and be my own mafter.

M O s RecAFs

Thus many a fawning Cur receives [upport,
Who wears the galling collar of a court ;
While the free patriot foul, that [eorns a bribe,
Poor and content derides the flavifh tribe.

APPLICATION.

The trueft mark of nobility of fentiment and
~real greatnefs of (oul, is never to give up liberty
on any confideration. Whoever refigns his natural
freedom, immediately confefles himfelf unable to
withftand the efforts of temptation, and proclaims
himfelf a votary of corruption. Such a man meanly
fuffers himfelf to be driven into flavifth meafures
contrary to the biafs of his nature, which always
leans towards the fide of liberty ; and furely he that
has fubmitted to fuch an abjeét proflitution of his
chara&ter and principles, cannot complain of evil
treatment from thofe, who, while they pay him his
wages, may impofe any mean tafks upon their
mercenary hireling ; nor can fuch a flave murmur
“with juftice at the honeft indignation of thofe dif-
interefted people, who had rather endure the miferies
of hunger and want, than be maintained in afluence
on fuch fordid conditions.

Fas. XIV,
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Fas. XIV. The Lamb, the Goat, and
the Wolf.

WoLr met a Lamb following a Goat : Why,
(faid he) my dear, will you follow this rank
Goat? you had better go back to your mother, who
is a fweet clean creature: No, faid the Lamb, my
mother committed me to the Goat’s care, and or-
dered me to follow her: and really, Wolf, I ought
rather to obey my mother than you, who only want
to feduce me from my guardian, that you may tear
me to pieces.

M O R A L
The libertine, whofe arts delude the fair,
Tempts her to [corn a parent’s guardian care
Sure that the nymphs from their fage rules who firay,
Soon to deftroyers fall an eafy prey.

AP T IFEC AT LY N,
When council is offered to us, it is always worth
while to confider from what quarter it comes; and
- how
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how tar the intereft of our counfellors is concerned
in the advice they give. This principle will teach
us to be particularly attentive to the precepts and .
admonitions of our parents, who are tied to our in-
terefts by the ftrongeft bonds of nature and affection,
and who, we are aflured, are anxious for our wel-
fare. 'They who liften to other monitors, and fuf-
fer themfelves to be drawn afide from the paths which
their friends had pointed out to them, too often have
occafion to bewail their being led into difficulties and
misfortunes.  Difobedience to parents. is the firft
and moft capital of the Sins we can commit againft
our neighbour; and indeed the violation of thofe du-
ties is frequently experienced to be at once, the firft
of our tranfgreflions, and the beginning of our ca-
lamity and diftrefs.

Fas.XV. The Fox and the Grapes.

= WS

u_m;.m(

el G

Hungry Fox coming into a vineyard {faw fome
delicious clufters of ripe Grapes, hanging fo
temptingly from the vine, that his mouth watered to

get
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get at them. He looked wifhfully at them, and
fpringing up every now and then open-mouthed,
attempted to tear off fome of the bunches: but they
were nailed up fo high, that he could by no means
come within reach of them. At laft growing tired
and fretful, Let who will have the filthy grapes for
me, fays he, they are all four, and good for nothing.

M:: 0O TR A

Old maidsy, who bath the matrimonial flate,
Poor rogues, who laugh to fcorn the rich and great,
Patriots, who rail at placemen and at pow’r,

Al like fly Reynard, fay ¢ the Grapes are fow’r.”

A 2l GO T 0N,

To affect to defpife that which we have long inef-
feCually laboured to obtain, is the only confolation
to which mean minds can have recourfe; both to pal-
liate their inability, and take off from the bitternefs
of difappointment. Yet it fhould be confidered, that
the pains and afliduity firft exerted to procure the
prefent object of our contempt, is a ftrong panegy ric
on it’s excellence, and pleads more in it’s fa-
vour, than our indifference, fo lately afflumed, fpeaks
againftit. Such violent rage and conflrained indig-
nation vented on a defirable attainment rather tend to
heighten the idea of it’s value, and ferve to prove no-
thing more, than that it is the fate of envy-to affo-
ciate with detraction, and that immoderate defire,
baffled and difappointed, gives place to virulent ill-
humour and an unjuftly-grounded contempt.

“
UK
*

Fas. XVL
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FaB. XVI. The Man and bis two Wives.

oy,

CerTAIN middle-aged man had two Wives,

one old, and the other young. The old one,

in order to fix his affetions entirely on herfelf, en-

deavoured to take away all the appearances of youth

in his perfon, and was always plucking up the black

hairs of his head by the roots. In the mean time

the young one, in order to draw his regard from the

old woman, plucked away the grey hairs. In fhort

they continued this practice, till they left their poor
hufband nothing but a bald pate.

M.-TOPTROHE b
Sooner may fire wed water, falfbood truth,
Than man content the calls of age and youth:
Laugh, cry, be merry, grave, or what you will,
What pleafes one, the other will take ill.
B PPLECATION
As polygamy is not allowed in this country, no

immediate application to the prefent times can be
C made
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made from this- fable ; unlefs we were to conclude
that it is as impoffible to ferve two miftreffes as two
mafters. However, if we take it in a more general
fenfe, it may teach us, that it is very difficult, if
not quite impracticable, to act in fuch a manner as
to conciliate the affeCtions of perfons whofe tempers
are oppofite and contradi¢tory. Whatever we do
to pleafe one, will probably offend the other; or if
we give ourfelves up to the whimfical humours of
both, they will each of them fubjet us to incon-
veniences of a different kind, and in the end render
us ridiculous and unhappy.

‘Fas. XVIL. The Crow and the Fox.

Crow, having got a piece ef cheefe, flew

with it to the top of a tree. A Fox, who

faw her carrying it, immediately ran up to the tree,
and began to flatter the Crow very highly. I have
often heard, fays he, that fame feldom told truth,
but now I find, fhe is a very lying jade indeed. She

reports that your feathers are as black as pitch, but
they
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they are whiter than the driven fnow; and if your
voice is comparable to them, I will venture to pro-
nounce you queen of all the birds in the air. The
Crow, drawn in by fuch fine fpeeches, began to
fet up a moft melodious cawing. But on opening
her beak, out dropt the cheefe; which the Fox
immediately fnapped up, and ran away laughing at
the Crow for her ftupidity.

M O R A L.

“ [t s a maxim in the [ohools,

€< That Flattery’s the food of fools :" Swirt,
And whofo likes fuch airy meat

WVill foon bave nothing elfe to eat.

A PP LIV AYTON.

Though flatterers are themfelves very contemp-
tible characters, they have certainly in many refpeiis
the advantage over thofe who are fo weak as to re-
tain them. They may fairly boaft a fuperiority of
underftanding, as they are able to cajole their pa-
trons, and procure from them an handfome main-
tenance, merely for gratifying their vanity, and
frequently even for rendering them ridiculous. The
defire of praife indeed muft be allowed, under proper
regulations, to be a very laudable paffion; but when
it tranfports us beyond the bounds of reafon and
due emulation, and tempts us to be grofly deceived
and impofed upon by the crafty infinuations of de-
figning knaves, it rather denotes the weaknefs of
our underftanding, than the juft fpirit of our am-
bition. At the fame time too, we become the tools
of artful villains, without the confolation of being:
pitied by any, as our weaknefs and vanity has made
us ohjels of the public jeft and derifion,

£ % Fas. XVII],
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Fas. XVIII. The Sick Kite.

KiTE at the point of death, fearing to die,
_ begged his mother to pray to the gods for his
recovery. Alas, replied his mother, what affiftance
can you hope for from the gods, whofe temples and
altars you have fo often violated with rapine and

facrilege ?
M O R A L

Thus early finning, and repenting late,

The dying debauchee would bribe bis fate

Prayrs, almsy and promifes be tries in vain,

Not fick of follies pafl, but prefent pain.
APBEBICATION.

“The moral inculcated in this fable is almoft of
oo awful a nature to be treated of in this little
volume, as it conveys precepts of the utmoft im-
portancein religion, and the due inforcing of which
adds dignity even to the pulpit. The dubious na-
ture of a death-bed repentance ought to ever be pre-
fent to our minds, and fince the dreadful {ummons

te
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to another world muft one day come, we fhould
prepare ourfelves, as far as poffible, to receive it.
But how is the {finner to make up the great account
with heaven, when he is even unfit for any earthly
occupations, and when he is opprefled with difeafe,
and now, for the firft time, alive to religious fen-
timents? Befides all thefe circumftances, which ren-
der that period the moft improper for fuch an im-
portant employment, the fincerity of the penitent’s
forrow, as well as the motives to it, arc much to
be fufpelted ; for when a man has confumed his
whole life without thinking upon heaven, it is moft
probable that he now turns his mind that way, rather
from the fear of punifhment, than from the love of
righteoufnefs.

Fap. XIX. The Old Hound.

Hounp, grown old and feeble, but who

had formerly been the ftauncheft of the pack,

one day feized a ftag by the haunches, but being un-
able to keep his hold, let him go again. Upon
C 3 this
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this the huntfman began immediately to beat and
abufe him; to whom the Dog replied with a growl,
you ought to forgive me faults which I cannot
help. Iwas ufeful and ferviceable to you, when 1
was young, and then you was fond of me ; and if you
had any gratitude, the confideration of thofe fer-
vices would make you ftill fond of me, now I am
grown old.

M OR N Sl
O lat not thofe, whom honefl fervants blefs,
With cruel hand their age infirm opprefs ;
Forget their fervice pafty their former truth,
And all the cares and labours of their youth.

APPLICATION,

Tt is too much the cuftom of the world to forget-
paft fervices, and even to treat our beft friends
aunkindly, when they are no longer of any ufe to
us. But we fhould endeavour to cherith principles
of humanity and gratitude, which are but too apt
to grow dead in us, though they are the greateft
ornaments of the human mind, and when they are
extinguifhed, every generous and noble fentiment
perifhes along with them. "There are barbarous na-
tions in the world, where the fons, forgetful of their
parents’ former tendernefs, and void of compaffion
for their infirmities, deftroy them on their attaining
to a certain age; but in all polifhed countries, thefe
fhocking examples are held in abhorrence, and
fome degree of acknowledgment for former fervices is
extended even to brutes, while the moft comfortable
provifion is made for thofe brave veterans, who have
fpent their firength and youth in the fervice of their
their country. An example of public benevolence
worthy of imitation in private life !

Fas. XX.
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Fas. XX. The Mountains 7z labour.

NCE upon a time, the Mountains were

faid to be in labour. People came together
from all parts, and ftood round, trembling with
expe&ation of fome horrible monfter. At length,
the Mountains brought forth a Moufe.

M“@©9.R A L.
Thus the vain Alchymift, in promife bold,
Beholds projection big with MINES of GOLD :
But now, bis glaffes burfty he thinks bim rich
To fave a little oil to cure the itch.

APPLECHATTEEN

Mighty expectations, big promifes, and vaft pre-
parations have’ often a low and contemptible end.
This is fometimes owing to knavery, and fometimes
to ill-fortune. The firft of thefe confiderations
fhould teach us to fufpe&t thofe who promife too
largely, and to examine cautioufly what grounds
C 4 they
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they proceed upon, and whether all their fine fpeeches
are not calculated to render us their tools and bub-
bles. As to the refleCtion on the uncertain ifue of
all human undertakings, that fthould inftruét us not
to make too great boafts ourfelves, fince the failure
in our perfuits, if it thould fo happen, would then
be ten times more ridiculous. If we fet out mo-
deftly, and perform more than we engaged to do,
we fhall find our fame grow wupon us, and every
unexpected addition we make to our plan will oc-
casion us to rife more and more in the good opinion
of the world ; but if, on the contrary, we make
ample profeflions of the greatnefs of our defigns,
and the excellence of our own abilities, it will tos
often happen that inftead of fwelling our reputation,
we fhall blow the trumpet to our thame.

Fas. XXI. Juno and the Peacock.
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HE Peacock once complained to Juno, whofe
favourite bird fhe is, of the fuperiority the
nightingale had over her in point of voice, That
little
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little bird, faid fhe, charms all ears with her melody,
but I am univerfally laughed at when I fet up my
hoarfe fcreamings. Fate, replied Juno, has allotted
every creature its particular gift: The nightingale is
bleft with a fine voice; you, beyond all other birds,
are adorned with the moft beautiful coat of fea-
thers. Every one hath their lot, and cvery ane
eught to be contented with it.

MO Ry Atds

Mirtals | repine not at the will of heaven !
With equal hand to each fome blifs is given:
Yet kings are poory if they their flate lament,
And flaves are richefty if they're moft content.

APPLIGCGATIODMN

The moft ufeful leflon that we can poflibly learn
towards the attainment of happinefs in this world,
is to enjoy thofe bleflings that we have in our
power, without vainly pining after thofe which we
have not. Whoever neglets to contemplate how
happy he is, in order to confider how much happier
he might be, by comparing his own fituation with
that of others, ingenioufly contrives to torment
himfelf, and opens a perpetual fource of mifery and
difcontent. He will never be at peace, fince it is
impoflible for riches, beauty, ftrength, wifdom,
power, and every other blefling to center in one
man: and, in truth, if fuch an union were poffible,
he would ftill remain in the fame unhappy fituation;
as the difquietude of his temper would lead him to
reflect that he {till wanted many qualities inherent
in other animals, and would perhaps point out to
him a fubject for envy in an oyfter or a fly.

Cs Fas. XXIL
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Fas. XXII. The Boar and the Afs.

WHILE a filly Afs was pretending to joke
upon 2 Boar, the Boar at firft gnafhed his

teeth with great indignation, and was preparing te
punifh him for his infolence; but recolleéting him-
lelf, he faid thus : You are an impudent fcoundrel,
and deferve a rip in the flank for your impertinence.
But though you are worthy of punifhment, it is
beneath me to eorre& you. Joke on rafcal.—You
may fafely : for I would not foul my tufhes with the
blood of an Afs.

D ARl s
Scandal from villains, O ye good, defpife,
Nor beed the calumny of faols, ye wife !

APPLICATION.

There is in 2ll generous difpofitions a natural
impatience of obloquy and detraltion, and when
they are firft attacked by flander they are apt to be-

tray
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tray fome marks of their refentment. But nothing
diffinguifhes a great mind fo much, as the {upprefling
thefe hafty emotions of anger, and bearing the fcan-
dal thrown on them with fuch filent dignity, as if
they were confcious of their own integrity, and
feemed to think that the taking any notice of it
would reduce them to a level with the wretch that
has traduced them. The moft fhining charaters in
hiftory have born infults of this fort with a noble pa-
tience, by which their honour has always been more
effeGtually juftified, than by too earneft follicitude to
wipe away the imputation, and to punifh the authors
of them. In a word, when we are vilified by low
perfons, the nobleft revenge is to difregard the fcan-
dal, and to defpife the promoter of it.

A Fry difputing with an Ant concerning fupe~

Y. riority, with an haughty air faid thus: I am
a2 noble creature, but you are a2 mean wretch: I

fly, you creep: I am admitted into the palaces of
kinge,
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kings, and feed on the daintieft difhes 5 but you
crawl unfeen in dark holes and caverns, and feed
on nothing but mufty corn and water: and yet all
thefe bleflings I enjoy without labour, while your
life is a courfe of perpetual drudgery. Very true,
replied the Ant, yet my life is happier and nobler
than yours, Iam fafe from dangers, am loved by
all, and conftantly propofed as an example of in-
duftry ; but you run a continual rifk of being
deftroyed, are troublefome to all, hated by all, and
are idle, even to a proverb. I have prudence and
forefight, and lay up food againft the winter ; but
you are filly and thoughtlefs, and when the winter
comes, will perith with cold and hunger.

M, O R-=Ann L

Pert coxcombs, pleasd with buzzing round the Jfair,
Laugh at the low mechanic’s thrifty care;

While be with jufter feorn may well deride

Their folly, meannefs, indolence, and pride.

2P P LC'A T T OFN,

"The worthlefs part of mankind, who pafs through
the world without being of any fervice in it, and
without acquiring the Jeaft reputation, feldom fail of
adding pride to all their other failings, and behave with
haughtinefs and arrogance towards thofe, who contri-
oute to the comfort and happinefs of fociety. They
treat induftrious perfons aswretched drudges, appoint-
ed to labour for a poor fubfiftence 5 while heaven has
provided every thing for their own ufe, tho’ they
of all others, leaft deferve it. But the worthy and
induftrious may always comfort themfelves with this
reflcCtion, that the pride and ¢xtravagance of tl}slfe

ale
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idle creatures will at laft bring them to thame and
want, while their own honeft labours will at length
{ecure to themfelves a life of plenty and affluence.

Fas. XXIV. The Viper and the File.

T ALY

Viper finding a File in a fmith’s fhop, began
A to gnaw it. What are you about, you fool ?
fays the File, {miling. If you offer to mumble me
I fhall rub your gums for you, I can tell you. You
may grind your teeth to powder, ere you make an
impreflion on me, who am myfelf all tooth, and
fharp enough to bite iron and fleel.

M TO“RTA L.
Witlings | beware, nor wantonly provke
Thofe who with int'reft may repay the joke:
Some claim our pity who fall preys to wit,
But all men triumph oer the Biter Bit.

& PPLIPE AT FOUN.
Prudence, if not humanity, fhould make us
eautious whom we attack. Pert coxcombs, whofe
wantonnefs
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wantonnefs of difpofition urges them to banter and
ridicule, are often foiled at their own weapons, and
too late repent their having raifed a fpirit, which
they are not able to lay : and yet it is very common
in all companies to meet with 2 chattering fellow,
with a little wit and a great deal of affurance, pretend-
ing to railly and play off the reft ; but it never fajls to
give infinite fatisfaltion to every body, when (as it
often happens) a man of good fenfe overpowers him
by fuperiority of parts, eclipfes his bright jokes by
more fhining repartees, and gives him the moft fen.
fible mortification by turning the laugh againft him.

FaB. XXV. The Hares and the F rogs.

Hicu wind howling through a wood, the Hares

were frighted at the found, and ran away half

dead with fear, At length they came to the fide of
a lake, where they flood for fome time in fo much
uneafinefs and diftrefs at being thus furrounded on
every fide with dangers, that they had almoft refolved
to
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to put an end to their lives by plunging into the wa-
ter. Juft as they were about to execute this defign,
fome Frogs who were ftartled at their coming, jump-
ed haftily into the water: upon which an old Hare,
fomewhat wifer then the reft, addrefled her defperate
companions thus. Hold, friends ; let us think bet-
ter of this matter, and learn to bear our misfortunes
with patience, fince, as you plainly fee, there are
beings more miferable than ourfelves,

Mea R AT

The miferies of balf mankind unkrown,

Fools wainly think no forrows like their own:
But view the world, and you will learn to bear
Misfortunes well, fince all men have their fbare.

APPLIFCATITION

It is an old maxim that ¢ none are miferable un-
¢ efs compared :” and it may be affirmed with equal
truth, that ¢ none are miferable wher compared,”
fince comparifons may be as often made to our ad-
vantage as difadvantage. There are few beings fo
very wretched, that they cannot pick out others in a
more deplorable fituation ; and the reflection on their
tranfcendant miferies, thould add vigour to our minds,
and teach us to bear up againft the load of lighter
misfortunes. There is indeed an unhappy propenfity
in human nature to lament our own fituation: but
this ought to be confidered as a weaknefs in the
minds infefted by it, and the moft hearty endeavours
made ufe of to extirpate it : Nor fhould it be forgot
that fuicide cannot be juftificd on any confiderations.

Fas, XXVL
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Fas. XXVI. The Lion

S a Lion lay fleeping in a wood, a Moufe ran
haftily along his body, and waked him. The

Lion, angry at being difturbed by fuch an infignifi-
cant animal, griped him in his paw, and was going
to put him to death; but on the Moufe’s crying out
piteoufly for mercy, the Lion thought better of it
and generouly fet him at liberty. Not long after, the
Lion, being caught in the toils of the hunters, roared
out moft horribly. His roarings reached the ears of
the Moufe, who ran dire&ly to the place whence they
proceeded ; where feeing the diftrefs of his late bene-
factor, he gnawed the mefhes of the nets afunder,
and preferved the Lion’s life, in return for having

fpared his own.
MYONR A Y

Scorn ot the needy [uppliant’s earneft pray’r,
Nor think, ye great, the poor beneath your care !
Poor tha’ they be, they're Find and grateful yet,
And you may want, and they repay the delt.



BEOPE FASDE R
APPLICATION.

Tt may well be faid, that Virtue s its own reward
for though there is a very laudable greatnefs of fen-
timent in doing generous actions without the fordid
motive of immediate felf-intereft, yet it often hap-
pens that fome remote advantage accrues to us
from fuch a&ions. They who are continually
fhowering benefits on their fellow-creatures, feldom
fail of infpiring them with a benevolent regard for
their benefactors, and often receive returns of kind=
nefs which they never expeéted. Mercy is, of all
other virtues, the moft likely to kindle gratitude in
thofe to whom it is extended, and it is difficult to
find an inftance of a conqueror who ever had occa-

fion to repent of his humanity and clemency.

Fas, XXVII. Tke Kite and the Pigeons.

HE Pigeons were formerly at war with the
Kite, but after feveral defeats, hoping at
length to gain a complete victory, they chofe the
Hawk
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Hawk for their king. But their new monarch foor
proved himfelf their deftroyer rather than protector,
for he tore his poor fubjetts to pieces, and devoured
them as faft as their enemy the Kite. The poor
Pigeons foon repented the ftep they had taken, think-
ing it better to fuffer the miferies of a war with the
Kite, than the crue] tyranny of the Hawk,

Ly 3 it Sl b

Mark to what hands your Jafety you commend,
And never without caution chufe a friend

1f thofe who fhould protect, your lives fhould [feize,
The remedy’s much worfe than the difeafe.

% P PR EC A TIO N

It is perhaps a greater inftance of prudence to be
cautious in the choice of our friends, than to provide
againft the defigns of our enemies. We are natu-
rally on our guard againft the attempts of thofe who

1ave commenced hoftilities againft us, but we are
not only lulled into a dangerous fecurity concerning
the machinations of thofe with whom we are con-
nected, but we are apt to confide fo thoroughly in
them, thatwe put ourfelves entirely into their power.
Patrons and prote&ors, if not hearty in our interefts,
have of all others, the moft frequent and eafy op-
portunities of doing us injuries; wherefore whenever
we follicit affiftance from any perfon who is capable
of affording us very powerful aid, we fhould always
confider, whether it is not alfo probable that we
may fubject ourfelves to violence and oppreflion.

Fazr XXVIII,
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Fap, XXVII. The Countryman and
the Snake.

CouNTRY-FELLOW finding a Snake in the

fnow, almoft froze to death, brought it
home, and placed it before the fire. Here_the
Snake foon recovered it’s native ftrength and venom;
when growing impatient of the heat, he filled the
cottage with hiffes, and flew at the Countryman
and his family. The Countryman, ftartled and
amazed, fnatched up a club, and difpatching the
Snake uttered thefe words, Wretch! is this your
return to my kindnefs ? and would you take away
the life of him who has juft faved your own?

M O R A L

Evil for good, relentlefs to beftow,

s all the gratitude th unworthy know :
Merey ta fuch fhould be with caution fhewn ;
Saving a villain’s life; you rifk your own.
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AvPRL I CAT.ID N.

There are fome minds fo entirely abandoned te
vice, and fo very dead to all virtuous feelings, that
the tendernefs and humanity of others, though ex-
erted in their favour, not only fails to make a pro-
per impreffion of gratitude upon them, but is not
able to reftrain them from repaying benevolence with
injuries. Many mean and indigent perfons, who
have ben raifed from the duft by the hand of charity,
and preferved from the miferies of cold and hunger,
have forgot their obligations and their original wret-
chednefs,and committed violence on their benefactors. e
Low groveling minds are not equal to profperity, but
the warmth of good fortune rekindles their native
rancour and venom. Wherefore, it behoves us to
be cautious on whom we confer favours, and to
beware of taking a fnake into our bofoms,

Fas. XXIX. The Wood and the Clown.

ACLOWN coming into a Wood, demanded the
tregs to grant him the favour of an handle to
his



BESOPs FARLES 45

his hatchet. The whole foreft confented : upon.
which the Clown provided himfelf with a ftrong
handle; which he had no fooner done, than he be-
gan to fell the trees without number. Then the
trees, though too late, repented of their weaknefs,
and an univerfal groan was heard throughout the fo-
reft. At length when the Clown came to cut down
the oak, which had furnithed him with the handle,
the trunk fell to the ground, uttering thefe words:
Fool that T was! I have been the caufe of mine own
'deﬁru&ion.
MO RA L
Beware how a cudgel you lend to your foes,
Or depend upon this, you'll be paid in dry blows.

APPLEC AT EO N.

One would imagine that the natural principle of
felf-prefervation implanted in us would make it un-
neceflary to caution any one not to furnifh an enemy
with arms againft himfelf. Yet daily experience
convinces us that fuch inftances of imprudence are
very common. In this life we are naturally fur-
rounded with calamities and diftrefles: we fhould
therefore be cautious of adding to our misfortunes,

nur own negle&, and of putting power into the
A s of thofe enemies, which our merit or affluence
- may tempt to rife up againft us. Such miferies, as
" we feem in a manner to have courted them, are al-
ways unpitied ; and indeed we cannot blame others
for not commiferating our misfortunes, fince in thofe
circumftances we cannot help upbraiding ourfelves
for the folly and imprudence which reduced us to
that deplorable fituation.

Fas, XXX,
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Fas. XXX. The Frog and the Bulls.

Frogc, fecing two Bulls fighting in the ad-
; jacent meadow, cried out to his companions,
Look yonder, what will become of us? Why,
faid another frog, what are their quarrels to us? Ah,
replied the, we are more concerned in this matter
than you are aware: for which ever Bull is beat, will
be driven from the meadow, obliged to take refuge
in the marfhes, and fo trample us to pieces.

MO R AN
Trembley ye poor, when great-ones difagree,
Think death, war, taxes, in their feuds you fee:
Dire miferies from fuch divifions flow,
Theirs is the quarrely yours, alasy the woe.

APPLICATION.
One of the greateft misfortunes incident to po-
verty is that our happinefs is fo little dependeat on
Qur
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eur own condu&, and that in a low f{tation we are
likely to be affected with almoft every vice and
folly of our fuperiors. They commit the crime,
and we are the unhappy fufferers. Wherefore, a
wife man, however mean his condition, never be-
holds commotions among the great with an uncon-
cerned eye. He knows that, fooner or later, he
thall be interefted in their differences, and that per-
haps his life and fortunes depend on the event. For
this reafon, it can never be the true intereft of the
commonalty to foment factions, and abet the dif-
fentions of the great, fince whichever party fucceeds
will undoubtedly overwhelm and deftroy them.

Fas. XXXI. TheLionefs and the Moufe,

Mousg, ambitious of marrying into a noble
family, entered into a treaty of marriage with

a Lionefs. At length, when every thing was fettled,
the Moufe, defirous of compleating the affair, ap-
pointed a time and place for the celebration of the
ceremonys
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ceremony. When the happy day arrived, he fot out
with tranfport to meet his beloved bride, and at
length coming up to her, paffionately threw himfelf
at her fect; when the Lionefs not feeing him, by
reafon of his diminutivenefs, trod upon him acci-
dentally, and crufhed him to death.

MO, ROA L
Let the rich tradefman chufe a mate for life

From his own clafs, nor wed a noble wife ;
For the proud peerefs will difdain the brute,
And [purn the low-born wretch beneath ber Jfoot.

AP PLILAPRION

It is very unfafe for perfons of low eftate to be
defirous of forming conne&ions with thofe in 2 very
fuperiour fituation. Ambition, while it makes us
blind to our own weaknefs and infirmities, necef-
farily lays us open to numberlefs perils.  They,
whofe yanity is not checked by their poverty, but
ftill urges them to form ridiculous intimacics with
the rich and great, find themfelves opprefled and
overwhelmed by the fociety of the very perfons they
court, who, inftead of contributing to their adyance.
ment, haften and infure their deftru@ion. Marriage
with fuperiours, as it is the ftricteft, fo it is often
the moft dangerous union we can form with them,
Many an honeft plebeian, whofe ambition has in-
duced him to ally himfelf to 2 woman of family, has
found that he has ennobled his blood at too dear a

rate, and would gladly give up every drop of it for
his former quiet and humility.

Fap, XXXII.
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Fas. XXXII T/Je Horfe and the Stag

HE Horfe waged war with the Stag ; but be-
ing overcome, and driven from the paftures,
he implored-help from man ; with whom upon his
back, he returned triumphantly to the field of battle,
and foon, by the affiftance of his rider, fubdued his
enemy. But having fuffered a rider to mount him,
and having born a faddle on his back, and taken a
bit and bridle into his mouth, he too late difcovered,
that although he had conquered the Stag, he was
become a flave to man,
M O R Al
When petty rogues your injur’d right invade,
Fear to invoke the mighty to your aid ;
No flaves, like poor petitioners, are curf?,
And of all tyrants, patrons are the worft,
AP P L 1T C AT, I O
Victories may be purchafed at too dear a rate, if

we follicit the affiftance of allies C‘lp‘!ble of becoming
our

4
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our moft formidable enemies. The dedication of
our fervices to the powerful for a time, too often
proves nothing elfe, than the apprenticefhip to perpe-
tual flavery. What can be more abfurd than to con-
tend for fuperiority with one power, and to carry on
the conteft by the refignation of our liberty to ano-
ther? It is in vain to flatter ourfelves, that as we
take the yoke on our fhoulders willingly at prefent,
we fhall be able to thake it off, when the ends, for
which we boreit, are accomplithed. On the contrary,
we fhall too certainly find, that as we have once fub-
mitted to the offices of beafts of burthen for our own
convenience, we fhall afterwards be kept to them for
the advantage of our new friends, who, when they
have fubdued our enemies, will-make {laves of us.

Fas. XXXIII. 9he Fox and the Goat.

FOX having tumbled by accident into a
well, a Goat came fome time after to the

brink of it, and afked if the water was good. De-
licious! faid the Fox, I have almoft burft myfelf
with
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with drinking it. Upon this the Goat jumped haftily
down, when the Fox, by the help of his back and
horns, bounded up in an inftant, and left the poor
Goat to fhift for himfelf. Upon the Goat’s re-
proaching him for his perfidy, Ab, mafter Goat,
faid he, if you had as many guts in your brains, as
you have hairs in your beard, you would never go
down into a well, before you had confidered how
you fhould get up again.

N @R T
Thus the [ly knave, who wails bis abject flate,
Wins Jome unthinking dupe to fbare bis fate :

Mounts on bis friendly fhoulders to fuccefs
Then mocks the fooly and laughs at bis diftrefs.

A PR PR A LT O N

Credulity may be faid to be the child of ignorance
and the mother of diftrefs; fince it is 1mpoﬁible for
any wife man to be impofed upon by idle tales and
flender artifices, and impoflible that any man fo
eafily deluded fhould not be fubjet to numberlefs
misfortunes. It is very common for people in a
diftreft fituation to propofe advantageous {chemes to
wealthy fools; but furely none but a fool would
liften to fuch propofals, and venture his riches in
the fame bottom with a wretch not worth a groat.
The event of fuch undertakings always proves, the
eftablithing the fortunes of the artful knave, upon
the ruin of the credulous fool. When we are ad-
vifed to throw ourfelves headlong into defperate
fchemes, we fhould duly weigh the probable confe-
quences of fuch a hafty ftep, and particularly con-
fider the circumftances of thofe who advife us. If
we find them to be perfons in a very low iituation,
we fhould examine what advantages they are like

D2 to
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to draw from our embarking with them, and whe-

ther the whole plan is not rather intended for their

own private advantage, than for any profit or emo-
lument to ourfelves. T'o conclude with a clofe ap-
plication to the fable, /lt us lok before we leap, and
¢¢ never go down into a well, before we have con-
¢¢ fidered how we fhall get up again.”

Bap. XXXIV.  The Belly and the
Members..
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NCE upon a time the feveral Members of the
body mutinied and confpired againft the Belly.

The ground of their complaint was, that they
thought it an intolerable grievance, that they fhould
employ all their time and labour merely to keep him
alive in luxury and idlenefs. Wherefore they re-
folved to toil no longer to maintain a lazy wretch,
who contributed nothing himfelf to the public fup-
port. The hands refufed to wag a finger for him,
the mouth declared it would not open itfelf in his
fervice,

L T TETT k. Ry M S 7 TP,
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fervice, and the legs and feet would not ftir a fiep
to afift him. In confequence whereof, the Belly
being famifhed for want of nourithment, the Men-
bers alfo’ began to lofe their faculties: Then per-
ceiving their folly, when too late, they all attempted
to beftir themfelves to reftore him, but they found
him' grown too weak to reccive, and themfelves to
afford afliftance, when the Belly perifhing, all the
Members perithed along with him.

MEF O RO T,
The rabble thus, who toil and Sfweat for bread,
Think little of the flatefman’s aching head :
His flavifh life a life of eafe they call,
And grudge the pence they pay to fave their all,

AR LT C A TEON

They, whofe ftation in life deftines them to bo-
dily labour, have very little idea of the fatigues of
the mind. Their comprehenfion is fo narrow, that
they think no perfons experience the leaft degree of
toil, except thofe, who, like themfelves, earn their
bread by the fweat of their brow. Rut the moft ne-
ceflary leflon to be taught fuch people is, that their
labours are not only fmaller than thofe of the per-
fons they defpife, but would be totally unavailing
and ineffec¢tual without their dire€tion and affiftance.
If a crew of failors were to throw the pilot overboard,
excited by indignation at his fitting idly at the heln
while they were working the fhip, a wreck would
foon teach them what confequence he was of in
navigating the veffel.  In like manner if the com-
monalty of a ftate, enraged at the feeming indolence
and inallivity of their rulers, were to overturn
the commonwealth, the enfuing miferies of anar-
chy and confufion would fpeedily inftruét themr,

D 3 that
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that the filent hand of government was only employed
to fhower plenty on them, and to guide them in the
paths of peace. ~

Fap., XXXV. The Lark and ber
Young Ones.

L.ARK, who had laid her young ones in a field

of ripe corn, when fhe went abroad in the
morning to feek for provifions, gave them a parti-
cular charge, to liften whether the farmer faid any
thing of cutting it. On her return in the evening,
the young brood opened all their little throats at
once to inform her, that the farmer had fent to his
neighbours to reap the corn the next morning. Is
that all? faid the old Lark, then there is no danger ;
and went abroad the next morning, leaving the
fame inftrutions at home as before. At night fhe
found her young ones more frighted than ever, and
was informed that the farmer had applied to his
[riends,
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friends, earneftly requefting them to begin the harveit
the next day. She received this intelligence as
calmly as the former, and took no other precautions
than repeating the fame orders: but in the even-
ing, fhe was told that the farmer had been overheard
faying to his fon, I find, Fack, it is in vain to wait
for other people, fo get your fickle ready, and we
will begin to cut the corn to-morrow morning our-
felves. Nay then, faid the old Lark, we muft fly
off, as faft aswe can: I never minded what you
told me about his neighbours and friends, becaufe I
was fure they would not come; but if he thinks
ferioufly of undertaking it bimfelf; the bufinefs will
certainly be done immediately.

MO RV AL,

Since friends are unfaithful, and neighbours unkind,
Why feck you abroad, what at home you may find 2
Each man, in himfelf, bas a friend at command,
Who is faithful, and hearty, and always at hand.

APPLICATION.

He who depends on the affiftance of others, to
perform what he is able to do himfelf, is fure to have
his bufinefs negleéted, and never can fucceed in an
undertaking. You might almoft as well expet to
fubfift and live by another man’s performing the offices
of nature, and eating and drinking by proxy, as ima-
gine that your affairs can be carried on, without
your own ftirring in them. How, indeed, can we
have the confcience to imagine, that other people
will be a&ive in our interefts, while we ourfelves
remain indolent and unconcerned about them ? Such
a temper fubjects the owner of it to perpetual difap-
pointments and lofles. Either the bufinefs will not

D4 be
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be tranfacted at the time we defire, as they, inta
whofe hands we have committed it, will chufe that
occafion, which is moft convenient to themfelves;
or if our agents fhould prove treacherous and dif-
honeft, we fhall certainly be defrauded. What folly
thorefate siseitd to hazard our fortunes, and expofe
ourfelves to vexation and diftrefs, when we have the
means of wealth, eafe, and independence in our own
hands ! If we are our own enemies, we fhall never
have a friend ; but if we are our own fuends, ene -

mies are not to be dreaded.

Fags. XXXVI. Tbe Nurfe and the Wolf

T T ERp—

NuRrske. threatened a child, who was bawling

and crying, that unlefs he would be a good

little boy, and dry up his tears, andhold his tongue,
fhe would throw him to the Wolf. A Wlf, near
the houfe, happening to hear this threat, waited im-
patiently at the door in expefation of prey: but
foon after the child, being well rocked and lul-
led to fleep, the noife ceafed, and the Wolf was
obliged
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obliged to fneak back into the wood, vexed at the
lofs of fo delicious a morfel. A fox accidentally
meeting him, afked what was the matter, for, fays
he, you feem to me to be half ftarved. Ah, replied
the Wolf, I am half ftarved indeed ; the Nurfe yon-
der promifed to throw me a raw child, and fhe has
made a fool of me.

I\ gl © 501 O N
Still by our wifb, however wild or vain,
Words, looksy and aétions, fondly we explain :
Their fenfe interpret by our firong defire,
Expect with confidence, with [hame retire.

AR PRI €A T EON,

We are eafily inclined to delude ourfelves into a
belief of any thing, which we defire may be true.
The lover is apt to interpret every fmile of his mif-
trefs in his own favour, to conftrue every kind look
to his own advantage, and to imagine that all her
wit and good humour s exerciled to pleafe him.
The beauty too thinks that all mankind is dying for
her, and foolifhly believes all the romantic #
which fops fay to her, as things of courfe. :'ae
followvers of the great deceive themfelves with ground-
lefs hopes for ever. They reckon a {mile, a winiz"
or a nod very aufpicious omens, and a falute or a
fqueeze by the hand are with them certain tokens
of fpeedy preferment. But how often do thefe and
all other fuch vain dupes, too late repent of:their
having flattered themfelves in vain ! The lover is per-
haps neglected by his miftrefs, the beauty deféried
by her train of admirers, and the courtly dependant.
difappointed of advancement, obliged to retire into
folitude, and unable to bribe the great man’s porter
with half a crown to let him in.

D s Fas. XXXVIL
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Fazr. XXXVIL TheMoufe and the Weafel.
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ATHIN hungry Moufe having crept through -a
narrow hole into 2 corn-bafket, made fuch a
hearty meal, that on his attempting to return by the
fame paflage where he came in, he found himfelf fo
prodigioufly crammed and fwelled, that he could by
nog*weans fqueeze him{elf through again. A Weafel
béholding him at a diftance pufhing and ftruggling
to no purpofe, cried out to him with a fmile, Re-
member, friend Moufe, that you was lean and half-
itarved when you got in at that fmall hole, and take
my word for it, you will be lean and half-ftarved
before you make your way out again.

M GO R R,
Such the reward of avarice and theft ;
Oppref? with plunder, and no pafage left,
The fneaking varlet muf? refign his prey,
And think it gain —to fleal HIMSELF away.

2
L i



ESOPs EFABLEES. 59
AP P LT CGANTEY ©vN

Covetoufnefs never produced one noble fentiment,
or infured the leaft degree of happinefs. It often
urges the avaricious to break through the rules of
juftice, and then deprives them of the expected fruits
of their iniquity.” It has happened even to monarchs,
that inroads on the pofleflions of others have tended
to the detriment of the aggreffor; who has been
obliged to refign the rich fpoils obtained by unjufti-
fiable hoftilities. But to what an unfpeakable mor-
tification does fuch intemperate avarice neceflarily
expofe us ! We are not only convicted of the rank-
eft injuftice, but are alfo conftrained to forego the
advantages which feduced us from integrity, and re-
fund our ill-gotten wealth with a very bad grace; a
punifhment which providence has wifely annexed
to acts of violence and fraud, as the beft fecurity of
the pofleflions of the juft and virtuous, againit the
attempts of the wicked.

Fas. XXXVIII. The Two Bitches.

BrrcH, about to whelp, intreated another Bitch

to favour her with her kennel, during the time
of
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of her lying-in, which was readily agreed to. At
the end of her month, fhe begged her friend to in-
dulge her fome time longer, and this requeft alfo
was granted her. But at the expiration of the term,
when the landlady came to take pofleffion of her
kennel again, the deceitful gueft, who was now

fecurely fettled there, received her with a furly -

fnarl, and all her puppies began to bark and growl
at her. Madam, faid the Mother-Bitch, you muft
not come here, unlefs you can drive out me and all
my litter of whelps: which if you attempt, we fhall
- all fly upon you and tear you to pieces.

WETCR S A
Thus treach’rous knaves, who make deceit a trade,
At fuff implores and then abufe our aid :
Firft beg, then ﬁem’; and now more potent grown,
The borrow’d favonr challenge as their own.

AP Biled-C-A<L] O N.

It 1s the nature of bafe minds to work themfelves
into our confidence by artifice and cunning, and
afterwards to abufe our faith by doing the moft
open alts of violence. Wherefore it behoves us to
be very cautious, whom we truft. A fawning,
cringing fuppliant is moft probably a coneealed vil-
lain; and his prefent humility is merely affected, in
order to lay a furer foundation for future tyranny

and oppreflion. Total diftruft, and idle fufpicions’

of every perfon that applies to us for affiltance, are
not indeed to be cultivated; fince they would in-
cline us.to fhut our ears, and harden our hearts,
againft the calls of humanity and the cries of diftrefs :
but, on the other hand, a confidence too blind and
{ecure, will lay us open to the greateft inconveniences,
We cannot, indeed, be too cautious how we put

ourfelves

e
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ourfelves fo entirely into the power of others, as to
truft them with all our pofieflions ; and perhaps no-
thing can excufe our voluntarily involving ourfelves
in fuch a dangerous fituation, as that, in which ano-
ther’s breach of faith would be attended with the utter
ruin and deftruétion of ourfelves and our families.

Fas. XXXIX. The City Moufe and
Country Moule.

SprIGHTLY Moufe of the Town once went
down on a vifit to a Moule of his acquaint-

ance at his cottage in the Country. The Country-
Moufe entertained him as hofpitably as he could,
and produced the beft which his houfe afforded ;
yet the Town-Spark turned up his nofe at every
thing which came upon table, and di{dained to foil
his whifkers with fuch plain homely fare. At length,
perceiving bis country friend fomewhat hurt at his

behaviour,
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behaviour, he faid thus: What a horrid place is
the Country ! It is abfolutely impoffible for a Moufe
of quality to make a meal in it. The Town is
the only place to live and eat in. I am fure that
an old acquaintance of mine muft have more fenfe
and fpirit than to like fuch a life as this; {o prithee,
my dear friend, let us fet out for the Town together
this moment, and I will engage to treat you this
very night in the moft elegant manner. The
Country-Moufe agreed to the propofal, and be-
ginning their journey immediately, about the even-
ing the City-Moufe introduced his friend to a po-
lite apartment, where a magnificent entertainment
was prepared. Here they regaled themfelves moft
delicioufly for a time, but by and by the comfort of
their repaft was interrupted by the rattling of 2 key
in the wards of the lock ; immediately after a fervant
appeared, and on fight of the mice fet a cat at them,
who flew fo fwiftly towards them, that it was with
much ado, that they efcaped through a chink in the
floor. However, all was foon huthed, when the
Town-Moufe popt brifkly out again, and called to
his country friend to come and finith his {fupper.
He, fcarce recovered from his fright, at length ven-
tured to fneak out; but could not help afking, whe-
ther mice, who led a town-life, were often fubject
to thefe alarms ¢ O, every day, faid his friend, there
is nothing in them. Every day! replied he, then
much good may do you with your high life and fine
entertainments! for my part I had rather nibble in
fecurity at a rufty old cheefe-paring at my hole in
the country,

MORAL
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Wy O REA bR

Heav'n in one mould the kindred fate has caft,
Of men of dignity and muce of tafle ;
Traps, dangers, terrors are alike their I,

Scar’d if they [eape, and worry'd if they're caught.
A B P. s 1€ AsBod O Ny

How often are we deceived by the {pecious thews
of fplendor and magnificence! for however alluring
the temptations of grandeur may appear, we fhall
difcover by experience that they are {o many fhining
mifchiefs, calculated to deftroy our peace of mind,
and to draw us on to our ruin. What a poor ex-
change does he make, who gives up eafe and content
in an humble fituation, to engage in difficulties, and
encounter perils in affluence and luxury! If every
delicious morfel fwallowed by the glutton, and every
fenfual delight enjoyed by the libertine was to be
purchafed by the enduring a certain number of ftripes,
or being put to fome other torture, thould we not
think him a madman, or fomething worfe, who
would buy his pleafures at fo dear a rate? And yet
the misfortunes attending him, who leaves a com-
fortable retreat to mix among the luxurious great, are
no lefs certain or fevere. 'T'he ploughman in the
field, who labours for the {mall pittance of his daily
pay, poflefles more content, and earns his bread
with lefs uneafinefs and fatigue, than the man
who hunts levées to obtain wealth and prefer-
ment. Riches properly ufed are, indeed, very con-
ducive to eafe and happinefs, but if we refign any
comfortable enjoyments to procure them, or abufe
the pofleflion of them by riot and intemperance, we
refign the end for the means, miftake the thadow for
the fubftance, and convert the inftruments of good
fortune into the engines of anxicty and follicitude.
How many country-fquires, like the Moufe ir; g}le

able,



64 A SOPs FABLES.

fable, have repented their being tempted to take a
journey to town, and have never regained their for-
mer tranquillity till they took a journey into the
country again! )

Fas. XL.. The Tortoile and the Eagle.

= 3

S

: TorTOISE, weary of crawling along like a

{fnail, publickly proclaimed, that whoever
would take him up into the air fhould be rewarded
with all the riches of the red fea.. The Eagle ac-
cepted the offer, and having carried him to a great
height, demanded the reward; when finding the
whole to be an impofition, he dropt the Tortoife
on a rock, which dafhed his fhell into a thoufand
pieces, and utterly demolithed him.

MO R A L.
Knaves may deceive 5 but knaves and fools are they,
Who proud to foar, like eaglesy for a day,
On the frail wings of fhort-liv’d falfbood rife,
But foon detecied, rue their flimfy lies.

R
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‘APPLICATION.

‘Though falfehcod, from it's nature, requires un-
~ common art and dexterity to condu&t it with fuccefs; -
yet folly and guilt are {o allied to each other, that
they are frequently complicated ; and it very often
happens that lies and impofitions are framed, fo very
abfurd and ridiculous, that the inventors and re-
porters of them are fure to be detected. Deceit and
cunning are oftener the means of deluding the prac-
tifers of thofe arts, than thofe on whom they are
practifed ; and are daily found to conclude in the
punithment of the villains themfelves. “I'here is a
fimplicity in truth and virtue, which never leads us
into difficulties, but points out to us the plain and fafe
way ; but when once we are involved in the intri-
cate mazes of fraud and falthood, we bewilder our-
felves with our ewn lies, and cannot difcover- the
folly of them, till they have betrayed us to our ruin.

The Wind and the Sun.

7 S
. S
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HE Sun and the North-wind difputing which
was the moft powerful, it was at laft deter-
mined
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mined that they fhould try their force, each in his
turn, on a traveller; and that whichever firft obliged
him to throw off his cloak, fhould be allowed the
fuperiority. Accordingly the North-wind firft at-
tacked the poor wretch with a dreadful hurricane,
but though he blew till he almoft cracked his cheeks,
it was all in vain; for at every blaft, the traveller
wrapt his cloak about him fo much the clofer. At
length the fun broke forth, and after having difpelled
the ftorm, darted hisrays on the traveller with fuch
heat and vigour, that the poor fellow beginning to
grow intolerably hot, and to fweat and pant for
breath, caft off his cleak, and fat down under a
fhady oak, to cool himfelf.

MO R A L.

The flubborn mind, that like the refliff horfe,
Defies the rude attacks of bluftring force,
Paffrve and mild will own the gentle fway

OF Jfoft perfuafion, and by choice obey.
APPEICATION.

The exercife of mild and humane difcipline is a
better method of working on the tempers, and in-
clining the minds of men to our purpofe, than
boifterous fury and violence. When it is difcovered
that we intend to force people into our meafures,
they immediately prepare for refiftance, and arm
themfelves againft our attacks: the more ftrongly
we affail them, fo much the more ftrenuoudly do they
exert their efforts to repel us: but when we feem
to fall in with their own inclinations, and ufe the
gentle arts of foothing them to our purpofes by
mildnefs and benevolence, the generous fentiments
of gratitude are kindled in their breafts, and they

ufe
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ufe their utmoft endeavours to oblige us. Violence
and force are the favage inftruments of barbariansy
but civilized people work on the paflions and dif-
pofitions of one another by mutual al&ts of bene-
volence and humanity.

Fas. XEM: 97¢ }Frog and the Fox.

_ =

Frog, intending to turn quack-doctor, leapt

out of a lake, and proclaimed to the beafts,

that he was able to cure all difeafes. He uttered
folemn difcourfes on the murrain among fheep, de-
livered leGtures on the difeafes of horfes, and made
grave harangues on the diftemper among the horned
cattle.  His formality impofed upon the unthinking
beafts, and feveral of them were about to apply to
him for prefcriptions, when a fhrewd Fox ftept up to
him, and afked him, where he took his degrees in
phyfick? You a doétor! contined the Fox; then
why do you not cure that wan face, and fpeckled
belly,
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belly, that looks as loathforne as' a leprofy ? For
my part, I fhall never belicve you capable of heal- |
ing others, till I find you can provide fome remedy
for yourfelf.

~

MO R A O
But that bis big pretence is all' a le,
Zell me what mortal quack would cver die?
~Cures for old age be boafts, and firength abated,
Feeble bimfelf, grey-bearded,- and bald-pated.

Gl ). 1.C AT X O

Whenever we hear bold promifes and confident
affertions, we fhould give no credit to them, till
we have duly examined the abilities of him who
makes them to perform them : but if we find that
he is himfelf in need of that affiftance, which he
offers us, we may be fure that it is not in his power
to give it. A father would never truft the education
of ‘his child to an ignorant wretch, who could not
read, though he fhould profefs to teach all arts,
fciences, and languages ; or put him apprentice to
a mechanick, who could not work at his trade,
though he fhould boaft that he was the beft and

. completeft artift under the fun. Yet fraud and
impofition, and guackery (as we may call it) in all
profeffions is very common, and deceives great num-
bers, who give too much credit to the pompous pro-
feflions and impudent falfechoods of the prallitioners.
Wherefore we cannot be too much upon our guard
againit ignorant pretenders to 1kill and excellence in
every branch of knowledge, and fhould be taught

by their own cautions, # beware of COUNTERFEITS,
Jor fuch are abroad,

Fan. XLIII.
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Fap. XLIW. The Bald Knight,

¢

‘CerTAIN bald Knight covered his head with
a periwig made in imitation of his own hair.
But being out one day hunting, in’ the mjddle of
the chace a high wind arofe, . and carried off his falfe
locks. The fight of his bald pate fet all the com-
pany laughing ; and the facetious old Knight jein-
ed in the laugh, faying, how can I be furprifed at
any borrow’d hair’s flying off my head, when I could
not keep my own there ?
M= 10" RyGAN T
When the Joud laugh prevails at your expence,
All want of temper is but want of fenfe :
W ould you difarm the fueerer of bis jef?,
Frown not, but laugh in concert with the refl.
AP PET CATF FO.N.
Good humour is fo effential a requifite to all agree-
able converfation, that it never fails to endear the

poflefiors of it to their friends and acquaintance :
befides
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befides which it creates a perpetual tranquillity in
the owner’s breaft, and fhields him moft effe¢tually
from the attacks of the invidious and malevolent.
But there is no difpofition or turn of mind, which
contributes more to our real happinefs and quiet,
than that which enables us to railly any of our
own failings, and joke on our own infirmities.
Such a conduét foreftalls the malignant fneers of little
wits, and blunts the edge of ill-nature and the ridi-
cule of others. It alfo recommends us to the good
will and efteem of the company, who are pleafed to
fee us act with fo much pleafantry and candour, and
will not endure patiently our being attacked by others
for faults which we fo ingenuoully confefs ourfelves.
A peevifh tefty temper is a fource of perpetual dif-
quietude both to ourfelves and our acquaintance, and
turns every little imperfection into a load of mifery ;
hut a chearful lively difpofition renders life agrecable,
and apologizes for all our faults and infirmities.

Faz. XL Lion’

the foreft, put it on, and in this difguifec came
into
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into the meadows, where he terrified all the flocks
and herds, and drove them all before him. Soon
after the Countryman to whom he belonged came
out to look for him, when the Afs, thinking to de-
ceive his mafter alfo, ran furioufly at him, and fet
up a-counterfeit roar. But his long ears unfortu-
nately fticking out, his mafter laid hold of them,
and drubbing him foundly with a ftout oaken plant,
foon convinced him that he knew the difference
between an Afs and a Lion.

M. O cREGA B,

The Bully thus, bluffy infolent, and loud,
Seems a brave fellow to the fenfele[s croud :
But let your cudgel er bis fhoulders pafs,

And the Mock-Lion proves a genuine A5,

APPETC ANTHRO-DE

Impudence and ignorance are {o often joined to-
gether, that it is no uncommon thing to meet with
the moft defpicable wretches affluming the name and
quality of their fuperiors; and fo blind and heedlefs
are the generality of mankind, that impoftures of
this fort pafs very {moothly on them, till fome per-
fon of more than ordinary penetration detects the
fraud, and punifhes the impoftor. Indeed, thofe
who take up characters that do not belong to them,
are in a ftate of continual danger, fince they are for
ever liable to be difcovered, as.their behaviour will
not ftand the teft of found judgment, however it
may impofe upon the ignorant multitude. The
footman may put on his matfter’s cloaths, and fwag-
ger in ale-houfes, but his air and converfation will
foon betray him to a real gentleman: the illiterate
coxcomb may affect hard words, and amaze the ig-
norant, but never will impofe upon fcholars. In a

word,



w2, A SOPs FABLES.

word, the moft contemptible of men may ape the
manners of the worthieft, but however fecure they
may think themfelves in their difguife, the long ears
will ftick out, and expofe them to difgrace and
ridicule.

- Fas. XLIL The mifchieveous Dog.

= 5

ACERTAIN curft Cur was {o very mifchievous,
and bit fo many people, that at laft his mafter,
in order to put every one on their guard againft him,
fixed a heavy clog to his neck. But the filly Dog,
thinking this collar a mark of diftinction, grew fo
proud of it, that he would not affociate with his
fellow-curs, but fnarled and growled at them with
the utmoft contempt. At length one of his old ac-
quaintance ftept up to him, and faid thus. You
are a vain puppy, and a great fool into the bargain ;
for that troublefome clog, which you are fo proud
of, was tied round your neck, not as a token of ho-
nour, but as a mark of difgrace.

MORAL
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M. O RyAwl.

The vain pert coxcomb how fhall we corvei?®
Contempt, with him, is def rence and refpect.
He never feels the fmart [atirick firoke,
But chuckles too, and thanks you for the joke.

APRPLICATELIQG N;

Moft men are fo prone to vanity, that they are
apt to conftrue the very marks of ignominy into
tokens of honour. The only true method of efti-
mating the value of badges of diftinétion, is to re-
- fle€t on what account they were conferred on us;
and if we acquired them by our virtues, then we may
regard them as illuftrious figns of dignity, but if
they were fixed on us for our vices, they are nothing
elfe than the bafeft brands of infamy and difgrace.
A malefactor might as well be proud of being burnt
in the hand, or vain of the halter round his neck, as
a peer glory in a title or a ribband, if he gained it
by vice and corruption. There are times, in which
the pillory, the ftocks, and the gallows are employed
as the inftruments of martyrdom, and honours and
dignities are beftowed on the unworthieft and moft
infamous among men. In fuch a period, poverty
and difgrace are the enfigns of virtue and merit, and
the oppreft good man, while he fees triumphant vil-
lainy exulting in tinfel glories and fancied fuperiority,
contemplating at the fame time the means by which
they were obtained, confiders the thining appendages
of the ftar and garter or the collar of an illuftrious
order as tokens of abafement.

E Fas, XLVI.
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She-Leopard, full of conceit and affeCtation,

prided herfelf exceedingly on the charms of
her perfon, and exprefled the utmoft contempt for all
her fellow creatures. What frightful ordinary things,
cried the, are all the other beafts of the foreft! and
what is the yellow {kin of the lionefs herfelf com-
pared to the finenefs of my coat, {o agreeably varied
with the moft beautiful fpots? While fhe went on
thus, furveying herfelf with admiration, and toffing
fer head in difdain of all other animals, a She-Fox,
provoked at her infolence, ftept up to her, and faid
thus. Madam! you may give yourfelf what airs
you pleafe, but I would not be in your coat, as fine
as it is, to take your mind along with it : and let
me tell you, madam, that unlefs you take fome pains
to adorn that, as well as your outfide, you will
have but few admirers.

"  MORAL.

s T,
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M ORA T
- T patchy to paint, to drefs, and roll the eyesy
Do tempt our [oxy and all your own defpife ;
Chloe, while thefe your artsy your ugly mind
D0 all external beauty makes us blind.

ARELT CR Tl €N

It is obferved by a very great writer, that per-
fons, who are deformed, commonly take pains to
cultivate their minds, in order to recommend them-
felves to the world by the fhining qualities of the
underftanding, and to take off the bad impreflions
we may receive from the uncouthnefs of their
figure : It may alfo be obferved too truly, that wo-
men of remarkable beauty are often fo fully fatisfied
with their outward excellencies, that they totally
neglect the improvement of their minds. 'They are
apt to confider beauty as the only qualification re-
quifite in their fex: and fince they are endowed
with it in fuch an eminent degree, they look down
with difdain on females, lefs happy in the charms
of their perfon. Beauty has undoubtedly great in-
fluence over the hearts of men, but wherever it is
qverrun with affe&ation and conceit, our admirations
will foon be turned into difguft: while women of
perfons but tolerably agreeable, fet off with good
fenfe, and good-humour, will captivate the hearts
of worthier men, and more efteGtually fecure their
conffancy.

Sl

E3 Fas XLVIL
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Fap. XLVIL. ThePeacock and the Crane.

' Peacock meeting a Crane, fpread out his
gaudy tail,’ and looked very contemptuoufly
at the approach of fuch an ordinary bird. The
Crane laughed at his foolifh pride, and faid, you
thew a very fine tail indeed, mafter Peacock, but
in fpite of your fine feathers, I would not change
conditions with you; for I can at any time take a
bold flight almoft to the clouds, while you are not
eble to lift yourfelf above a yard from the ground.

=BV R A
Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow,
The reft 1s all but leather or prunclla. PorE.

AP e R AT T O N,

Pride, while it endeavours to exalt, commonly

tends to lower the perfons who are infected with it

but never renders them fo very mean and ridiculous
in
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in our eyes, as when it -infpires them with a con-
tempt of thofe who have more merit than themfelves 5
befides which, the fcorn with which they are apt to
treat thofe who are their fuperiors in every eflential
circum{tance, often draws from injured worth a re-
ply of {o much force as well as bitternefs, as cannot
fail of galling and touching them to the quick. It
is one of the great evils of the capricioufnefs of for=
tune in this world, that < the learned pate oftcn
¢ ducks to the golden fool ;” but let not the wealthy
ideot prefume too much on his empty fupericrity,
fince any reproach or negle@ thrown on the man of
learning and genius will moft probably be returned
him tenfold; his very name wiil be rendered ridi-
culous, and himflf thus tranfmitted, -as a block-
head and a coxcomb, down to the lateft poflerity.

Fas. XLVIIL. The Man and the Lion.

l

[T

_ Huntfman and a Lion difputing together con-
cerning the fuperiority, valour, and fortitude

of their feveral fpecies, they came at laft to a grand
E 3 monument,
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monument, reprefenting a Man with a Lion dead
at his feet. 'The Huntfman immediately pointed at
the monument, in fupport of the truth of his argu-
ment. FPrithee, faid the Lion, what proof is that ?
‘Men may carve what they pleafe; but if Lions were
carvers, you would, with more juftice, have feen a
.Man lying dead under the paws of a Lion.

M O R A L
Truth, fimple truth, perverted Jlill we find,
As vanity or int’reft warp the mind ;
77 hile in each tale this maxim_flands confeft,
That both the parties love themfelves the befis

APPL I AT L4RH.

Tt isvery common with difputants to maintain they
opinions by appealing to the fame fort of evidence,
as that called in by the Huntfman in the Fable. But
as it ts the wildom of our law, in the determination
of matters of property, not to fuffer perfons inte~
refted in the queftion to vouch for either party, fo
when any point is privately canvafied, or debated
in converfation, we thould only rely on fuch tefti-
monies, as we may reafonably {fuppofe to be unbi-
afled and impartial. Nothing is fo difficult as to ar-
rive at truth 3 and fals are as often mifreprefented
from ignorance or prejudice, as from an intention to
deceive.  Eurgpeans are apt to confider the inha-
bitants of many other parts of the globe, as barbarous
and unpolithed : but, in refolving this queftion,
might not a fenfible Zudian juftly remonftrate, that
‘We are rather to be confidered as rude and uncivilized,
who have confounded all fimplicity of manners,
difturbed the peace of whole nations, and carried all
the horrors of murder, defolation, and war, into
segions formerly bleft with uninterrupted tranquility?

FABLE

TR
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Fas. XLIX. The Calf and the Ox.

Silly Calf, who was fattening up in a rich
pafture-ground, frequently amufed himfelf
with infulting an old Ox, who was put every day

to the plough. -He boafted that he never was bur-
dened with the yoke, or incumbered with traces;
and that while the collar of the Ox was worn bare
with labour, and his whole figure dirty and horrible,
and not fit to be feen, that he himfelf was fleek and
fat, and of a comely appearance. The old Ox re-
turned not a fingle word to all this infolence; but
a fhort time after, fecing the Calf led to the altar
in order to be facrificed, he befpoke him in thefe
words. 'What has your wanton life brought you
to? To the ax. Now, mafter Calf, I believe you
would perfuade me to fecure a quiet life even by
that labour and induftry, you lately laughed at,

E4 rather
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rather than by lazinefs and luxury, like you, to
bring myfelf to an untimely end.

M0 R A,

Thus oft 17 indufirious poor endures reproach
From rogues in lace, and fharpers in a coagh :
But foon to 'Tyburn fees the villains led,
F/%ile be f3ill earns in peace bis daily bread.

AP P LA €A TR N,

Rict and extravagance, however alluring they
may appear to a young mind, muft conclude in
mifery and difgrace. 'We may indeed delight our-
felves for a while with fenfual en_]oyments, and
drown our apprehenfions of the evil hour in de-
bauchery ; but the horrors of poverty will too foon
furround us, and deliver us up to the melancholy
confequences of our mifconduct. It is however one
of the worft attendants on prodigality, that it not
only brings us into diftrefs, but often confounds all
our notions of virtue. We defpife thofe who labour
hard to earn an honeft livelihood, as abject wretches
of no foul, and look upon our own luxury and pro-
fufion, as a mark of our fuperior fpirit. We
fthould do well to reprefs contempt {o ill-grounded :
for it is more than probable, that 2 diffolute life
will involve it’s followers in fuch misfortunes, that
they will heartily with they had fubmitted to the
drudgeries they defpifed, rather than have devoted
them{elves to ruin by idlenefs and extravagance.

FABLE
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DiscoNTENTED Camel complained to Jupiter

of the unhappinefs of his lot, and befecched
the god to vouchfafe him a pair of horns, like the
bull, to defend him againft the attacks of cther ani-
mals. Jupiter laughed at his fimplicity, anc not
only denied his petition, but cropt his ears for the
folly and impertinence of his demand.

MO R vy
Happy the man, without a wifh for more,
Who quietly enjoys bis little flove :
And Fnows to beav’n with gratitude to pay
Thanks for what's giv'n, and what’s ta’en away.

AP-P Ii-BC AT EOON.

There is no leffon of more confequence to our
welfare and happinefs, than that plain, but golden
precept, To Anow when we are well : difcontent not
only poifons our enmjoyment of all the pleafures and
conveniencics of life, but very frequently defeats it’s

5 own
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own purpofes, and while it urges us to aim at fome
imaginary addition to our happinefs, deprives us of
the pofieflion of real bleflings. Intemperate cravings,
and unconfcionable demands feldom fail to move the
anger or ridicule of thofe to whom we addrefs our
petitions ; and we are difmiffed with contempt, or
perhaps incur punithment. But to repine at the re-
gulations of nature, and diftributions of providence,
in external circumftances, is of all our uneafinefles
the moft blameable. That perfon’s temper muft be
very ill-governed, that is liable to be ruffled about
the make of his perfon, the height of his ftature, or
the dye of his complexion. Among the ladies, who
are particularly follicitous in thefe matters, any ab-
furd efforts to mend the work of nature is often at-
tended with very ill confequences; and many an
agreeable woman, by refolving to be a remarkable
beauty, has defiroyed her natural bloom, and brought
on the withered appearance of age and uglinefs.

Fas. LI. The Crow and the Pitcher.

Crow, exceedingly thirfty, atlength found a
Pitcher wyith water in it, but fo near the bot-
tom,

L e e Sl BT e
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tom, that it was impoflible for him to run his
head far enough into the Pitcher to drink a fingle
drop. 'The Crow, inftead of being mortified at
this difappointment, immediately caft about for fome
other means of getting at the water. He firft en-
deavoured to throw down the Pitcher, but wanted
ftrength enough to accomplifh it. At length ga-
thering up the pebbles from the {fand, he threw
them into the Pitcher one by one, till the water
was by this method gradually raifed to the top, and
gave him an opportunity of gratifying his thirft.

MESO SR AL

Submit nat to defpairy tho’ bajfied once:

Neceffity gives genius 1o a dunce.

APPLICATA2ON

it is incredible how much may be done by dili-
gence and affiduity. The prefent ftate of the werld,
enlightened by arts and {ciences, is a living preof,
that difficulties, feemingly infuperable, may be fur-
mounted, and undertakings imagined to be impof-
fible, accomplifhed, "This confideraticn ought to
be no mean fpur to induftry and application. W
are not acquainted with the ftrength of our own
minds, ill we exercife them, nor to what lengths
our abilities will carry us, till we put them to the
trial.  Men, who want refolution, often defift from
enterprizes, when they have more than half effected
their purpofe: they arc difcouraged by difficultics
and difappointments, which ought rather to excits
their ardour, and redouble the vigour of theix
efforts to fucceed. Let any one, who admires
the patience and ingenuity of the Crow in the
fable, confider with attenticn the fruQure of

a
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4 common engine to raife water. - Let him obferve
the intricacy of the machinery, and behold in what
vaft quantities one of the heayieft elements is forced
~out of it’s courfe; and then refle how many expe-
riments muft have been tried jn vain, how many
obftacles muft have been overcome, before a frame,
of fuch wonderful variety in it’s parts, could have
been put together. Aftér which let him perfue his
own enterprizes, not without hopes of fuccefs in
the end, while he fupports the fpirit of induftry

by confidering how much may he done by patience
and ingenuity.

Fas. LIL The Lion and Jour Bulls,

OUR Bulls once joined in an offenfive and
defenfive alliance. A Lion, who ufed fre-
quently to fee them feeding together, looked upon
each of them as 3 precious morfel, but was
afraid to attack fo formidable 2 body., At length,

the
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the Lion artfully contriving to raife quarrels among
them, the Bulls refufed to have any concerns with
each other, and foon came to a total feparation.
Upon this, the Lion, glad of an opportunity to
take them fingly, devoured them all four one after
another.

M On  REVAVLL

Combine! ye fons of freedom, ab, combine!
The people are invincible, who join : »
Faétions and feuds will overturn the fate,
W hich union renders flourifhing and great.

A PP ET Cra (T O

Friendthip, as it is one of the greateft bleflings,
is alfo the common intereft of mankind. The mu-
tual return of good offices, is the moft folid founda-
tion of our happinefs, and there is no perfon, how-
ever rich, great, or powerful, who does not fome-
times f{tand in need of the affiftance of his fellow
creatures. Whenever we are guilty of any violation
of friendfhip, we fhake the very baiis of our intereft,
and every true friend offended or removed, is a pil-
lar taken away that contributed to fupport it. It
behoves us therefore, as well from generofity of fen-
timent as from an attention to our own good, to
ftrengthen every bond that ties us to our friends ;
and particularly to fhut our ears againft the black
tales of incendiaries, who mean to deftroy our hap-
pinefs, in order to promote their own dark purpofes:
For we may take it for a rule, that whenever a man
is extremely afliduous to vilify one friend to another,
he means no good to either,

FABLE
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Fas. LIII. The Man and bis Goofe.

Goofe, belonging to a certain Farmer, laid a
golden egg every day. But the Farmer, not
fatisfied with thus accumulating riches by degrees,
and refolving to grow rich all at once, cut the poor
Goofe open, and found in her infide

MO R AL
Nurfe of intemp'rate wifbes, foe to ref?,
Thus av’rice tortures whom the gods have blef? :
Their plenteous gifts the mifer thinks 1o finall,
Impatient grafps at more, and lofes all.

nothing.

APPLICATION.

No paflion can be a greater torment to thofe
who are afflicted by it, or more frequently mif-
takes it’s aim, than infatiable covetoufnefs. It
makes men blind to their prefent happinefs, and
conjures up ideal profpefts of increafing felicity,

which

- S



mSOP's FABLES %

which tempt the deluded followers to their ruin.
The Punifhment is indeed very well adapted to the
offence ; and it feems to be wifely regulated by the
decrees of providence, that they, who by their con-
du@ {hew themfelves infenfible of the bounty of
heaven towards them, fhould be made the inftru-
ments of their own perdition. What miferies does
fuch an avaritious difpofition bring upon us! It
throws us from the very top of our hopes to the
loweft gulph of defpair, and leads us on to give up
the enjoyment of that wealth, which we covet above
all other bleflings, for the moft abje& poverty ; with
the additional torture of refleCting, that we have
ourfelves been induftrious to compafs our own

deftruétion.

Fag. LIV. The Fox and

N archer, coming into a foreft, fhot his arrows

{o thick and fo fure among the beafts, that he

{lew feveral, and wounded many more. Upon this,
the Tiger, ftepping forward, ordered all the other
: beafts
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beafts to withdraw, boafting that he would foon put

an end to the war, and punifh the infolence of fo -
fignificant an enemy. The words were fcarce out
of his mouth, when the archer, taking fure 2im,
thot a bearded arrow into his fide. The Tiger im-
mediately ran away, howling with pain and anguith,
and endeavouring to draw out the dart; till he was
ftopped in his flight by the Fox, who afked him,
with a fneer, who it was that could have wounded
fo ftrong, and fo valiant, an animal? Alas, faid
the Tiger, I now find too late, that mere {trength
avails little in competition with art. That man
yonder, an animal whom I could tear to pieces in
an inftant, has had fufficient fkill and dexterity to
give me a wound, which I fear will prove mortal,

M= =R A [}
They, who in Srength alone confide,
Do but expofe their weaks? Side
Hence, fuls! beware whom ye provote,

The thickeft fleulls are foonef? broke.
AR Pl ICHA TR O N

Mere corporal ftrength, unaffifted by wifdom, is
not very formidable to our adverfaries, or any cer-
tain protection to our friends or ourfelves. In the
art of war itfelf, much more is effeéted by ftratagem
than force; nor can any people, however valiant
and robuft, gain confiderable advantages without
calling in the aid of found policy. A confidence in
our natural flrength may induce us to cxpofe our-
felves to dangers; but will never carry us through
them with fafety, or even credit, unlefs art and fkill
be added to our ability and courage. It is a leffon,

well
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well worthy the confideration of the gentlemen of
the army, that knowledge 1is as neceflary in their
rofeffion as valour : for the very idea of great gene-

ralthip includes in it various branches of fcience,
not to mention, that the mere hardnefs of the head

is but a poor defence againft a bullet.

V. Fap. The Oak and the Reed.

N Oak which ftood by a river-fide, being

torn up by the roots, by a violent ftorm,
was carried down the ftream ; and in it’s courfe
being accidentally entangled among fome reeds,
demanded with aftonifhment, how any thing fo
weak as they were, could ftand againit the fury of an
hurricane, which had blown down an Qak:! To
which one of the Reeds with a fhrill voice replied,
that they had remained fafe by yielding and giving
way to the tempeft : from whatever corner the wind

comes, (faid he) we bend before the blaft 3 nor is it
any
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-any wonder that you have fallen, who vainly at-
tempted to make an obftinate refiftance againft the
raging of the elements.

1 A < gl
Ye! by the infolence of Pow’r appreft,
Seek not to quell, but how to bear it beft !
Their mightier force while vainly ye oppofe,
Ye but affift the malice of your foes.

A BTG APy,

As it would be an a& of madnefs to attempt to
demolith a ftone wall by running forcibly againft it,
or to affail thofe, provided with fwords and fire arms,
merely with the natural weapons of fleth and blood 5
in like manner it is the higheft imprudence to make
any vain and impotent oppofition to thofe, whofe
power, force, and authority are confiderably fuperior
to our own. Our abfurd obftinacy, and weak ef-
forts to thwart their meafures, only contribute to
irritate them {4l further, and to draw their fury on
us with redoubled violence. On the other hand,
complacency and pliancy of temper may moft pro-
bably tend “to mitigate their rage; and indeed in
cafe of attacks from overgrown power, fuch temperate
behaviour cannot be accounted pufillanimity, but
prudence, while the ridiculous attempt of endeavour-
ing to repell force by weaknefs, muft be termed
rafhnefs rather than courage; as will always ap-
pear too plainly from the melancholy difference in
the fituation of each party, when the ftorm is
blown over.,

FABLE -
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T ap EV.L Hercules and the Cartet.

Country-fellow’s cart was ftuck in a deep

flough: upon which the lazy looby threw
himfelf flat on his face, and implored the affiftance
of Hercules, to get it out again. A voice was
{oon heard thundering in his ears, {© this puarpofe.
Get up, you idle Rogue, whip your horfes luftily,
clap your fhoulder to the wheel, and then call for
help from Hercules.

M O R AL
Tnactive wifbes are but wafle of time,
And, without efforts, pray’rs themfelves a crime
Vain are their hopesy who miracles expecty
And afk from heaven what themfelves neglects

AP PLICATIOIN

Mankind, indolent and difcontented, are very apt
to murmur at the difpenfations of providence,
and to call for divine affiftance to extricate them

from
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from their difficulties, when it is in their own
power to accomplith what they defire, They, who
will not ftir a-finger to promote their own intereft,
have little title to expect any foreign afiiftance : but
when they have exerted théir utmoft {kiil and affi-
duity, their prayers, if there is need for them, will
be enforced by every argument drawn from their
own merit, and the compaffion of thofe to whom
they make their application. Induftiy includes in
itfelf this double blefling : Tt commonly enables us
to gain the point we aim. at; and i that cafz
heightens the relith of our enjoyments, when we
confider that we have attained them by our own art
and perfeverance : but if we fhould happen to fail in
our endeavours, it excites the pity of thofe who are
able to ferve us; and gives a grace to our petitions
for afliftance and relicf,

Fas. LVIL Thke Satyr and the Traveller.

Satyr meeting a poor Traveller in the woods,

covered with fnow and almoft perifhing with
cold, tock campaffion on him, and carried him to

his
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his cave.  There the Satyr, obferving him to breathe
frequently on his hands, afked him what was the
meaning of his doing that? To warm them, re-
' plied the Traveller. A little while after the Satyr
obferving him blowing on fome hot gruel he had
fet before him, again demanded the meaning of his
doing that ! To cool it, replied the Traveller. At
this  anfwer the Satyr rofe in a rage, crying out,
villain, get out of my cave this inftant! I would
not {it a moment with a creature capable of blow-
ing hot and cold.

M Onc RV AT,
With fuch an inmate who would be perplext,
One hour all coldnefsy and all heat ihe next !
Who would bis fev'rifb [biv’ring fits endure,
That ague of he heart, no drug can cure?

ARPLILCATLTTON

People of a double heart, and variable temper,
are falfe friends and difagreeable companions. The
infirmities of our temper, may indeed plead fome
excule from education or conftitution, but unfteadi-
nefs in morality argues a vile difpofition in the heart
of it’s owner, and will be fatal to thofe who have
any dealings with him. Beware therefore of form-
ing any conneétions with thofe, whom you have
reafon to fufpeét of fuch bafe praltices. Take it
for granted that he who affects uncommon ardour
to ferve you as a friend at one time, and treats
you with coolnefs and indifference at another, has
no real regard for you at the bottom. He like-
wife, who conftrues the fame action two ways, and
puts a different glofs on it, according as it may
ferve different purpofes, is a dangerous companion,

and
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and the beft precaution which you can take for
your own fecurity, is to difcard him as foon as-
poffible..

Fas. LVIIL. The Travellers and Bear.

WO men, taking a journey through a wood,
T agreed to fupport each other in anyldangers
they might encounter. They had not gone a great
way before they were terrified with the fight of a
Bear, upon which, one of them, being active and
nimble, fwarmed up a tree in an inftant. The
other, being left to fhift for himfelf, fell flat upon
his face, and held his breath, The Bear came up
to him, and fmelt about his head and ears, but not
difcovering any marks of life, and that beaft never
preying upon carcafes, he walked quictly away again
without doing him any hurt. When the Bear ‘was
retired, the man rofe from the ground, and his fellow-
traveller defcending from the tree, afked him with a

{mile,
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{mile, what it was that the Bear whifpered in his
ear? I will tell you what, anfwered the other: He

advifed me never to go a journey with fuch a faithlefs
poltroon as you agaill.

Ma@iaR i 14
With caution on all foreign aid depend,

Nor take cach chance companion for your friend ;
Wietched the man with in fuch league allied,
IWhofe faith and truth laft only till they're try'd.

APP LI CGATE T ON,

Whenever we embark in any undertaking with
another, it behoves us to examine his fidelity with
reat diligence, fince the fuccefs of the enterprize
may be defeated by his breach of faith, and we may
be expofed to the worft dangers, however honour-
ably and warily we may have acted ourfelves, How
many have been ruined by placing too much con-
fidence in unworthy affociates, who have either be-
trayed them in the moft profperous circumftances,
or deferted them in time of diftrefs. It is very rare
to meet with men of fufficient conftancy to ftand
firm in the hour of danger, and to refufe to provide
for themfelves without confulting equally the {afety
of their fellow adventurers; wherefore few, very
few, thould have fuch an unlimited confidence
placed in them, as that their unfteadinefs or infide-
lity fhould be attended with the hazard of our lives
and fortunes.

W

FABLE
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Fas. LIX. The Lion in love.

A Lion fell in love with a countryman’s daughter,

and demanded her of her father in marriage.
The fellow was fhocked at the thought of marrying
his daughter to a beaft, but obferving the Lion
beginning to growl, and give a horrid grin, he
anfwered him thus. To be fure, Sir, I fhould
rejoice at marrying my daughter to the king of
the four-footed creation, and fhould be proud of
fuch an honourable alliance: but then I muft
intreat your majefty to let me cut off your claws, and
pull out your teeth, for I am fure the very fight
of them would fright the poor girl to death.
The Lion, doating with fondnefs, confented to
the propofal ; which was no fooner put into ex-
ecution, and his claws cut off, and his teeth
pulled out, than the countryman fnatched up
; a huge
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2 huge club, and knocked the poor beaft on
the head.
M OR A L

However fond, and in the tenderef? bour;
Poor lover ! flill keep fomething in thy pow'r:
Be fure, the treach’vous fair with all ber charms

Means to enflave thee, if fhe firft difarms.
APPLICATION.

Love is faid to be blind: and this maxim is in
no inftance more fully verified than in the power
it has over our underftandings. Tt leads men
of the beft fenfe into the grofleft delufions, and fub-
jeits them to the vileft impofitions. When wé
defire the pofleflion of any thing with uncommon
ardour, paffion will not give our minds fair playg ~
and we are willing to fubfcribe to any terms,
however unreafonable, provided we can thereb
obtain the gratification of our defires. It fhould
however always be confidered, that love can ne-
ver infure any lafting happinefs, unlefs it pro~
duces a reciprocal paffion in the obje& of oug
affeCtions : and we may be aflured, that we have
not compafled that defirable end, if the party
beloved propofes terms injurious to our intereft,
Rather than liften to fuch propofals, we had bete
ter fupprefs our withes; left we fhould too laté
repent our ill-placed fondnefs, and find ourfelves
the miferable dupes of a ridiculous pafiion:

&

F FABLE
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Fas. LX. “The hunted Beaver.

! Beaver was once hard chafed by the hounds :
But he, well knowing that he was perfued
merely for the fake of a certain part about him,
which is of ufe in medicine, very fenfibly bit off the
part, and throwing it among his hunters, efcaped
with his life.
MO R AL,

TH advent rous knight, who roams oer Bagfhot-Heath,

With piftol cock’d, and threatens inflant death,

Seeks but your purfe, howe'er be florm and chafe;

Then wifely pay your ranfou, and be fafe.

APPLICGARETI ON.

It is in vain to contend with violence, and an
ineffe@tual refiftance will only tend to double your
fufferings. The prefervation of our property is to
be fure of very great importance, but the prefervation
of our lives s of more: and indeed when thieves

are
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are in our houfes, and the piftol at our heads, we
are all apt enough to cry out with Scrzb in the play,,
¢ Spare my life and take all I have,” When a
powerful enemy marches into a country, it is better
for the people to pay freely the contributions exacted
from them, than to bring on themfelves the horrible
ravages of war, by refufing, what at laft they may
be compelled to comply with. Safety ought always
to be purchafed by any terms, that are honourable ;
and furely there can be no difgrace in yielding volun-
tarily to your perfecutors, what you are certain they
will otherwife take from you. When we are capable
of making head againt tyranny and rapine, we fhould
endeavour to oppofe them: but when we are too
weak to affert our rights, quiet {ubmiffion is the
moft tolerable misfortune.

Fas. LXI. The Thunny and the Dolphin.

Thunny, clofely perfued through the fea by a
-3 hyge Dolphin, and within a moment of being

| ) {wallowed
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fwallowed by him, threw himfelf into the rift of a
rock, where indeed his death was no lefs certain.
The Dolphin, eager to fecure his prey, flung him-
felf impetuoully after him, and fhared the fame fate.
The Thunny looking round, and feeing the Dol-
phin at his laft gafp, fpent the laft remains of his
own breath in thefe words. Now my death gives
me no uneafinefs, fince I fee him, who was the
caufe of it, doom’d to die with me,

M. O"R AL

N torture we feel, by oppreffion brought low,
Like the triumph and joy of an infolent foe :

And no pleafure o fweet, when we carnot efecape,
As to fee our defirayer bimfelf in the [erape.

APPE1CATION.

There is 2 kind of melancholy fatisfaction in {ee-
ing the author of our miferies plunged into the fame
diftrefsful circumftances with ourfelves. It may be
doubted indeed whether the giving way to the plea-
fure naturally arifing in our breafts on fuch an
occafion, is ftri&tly juftifiable: but furely they can
with little juftice reproach us, whofe own guilt has
in great meafure been the caufe of ours, and whofe
cruelty has urged us beyond human patience. How-
ever truly we may be cenfured, as yielding to the
emotions of a revengeful temper, yet our crime
has certainly this good effect, that it may be confi-
dered as a fcourge in the hand of providence, to
encreafe the punifhment of the haughty oppreffor.
W herefore if nobler arguments thould fail, an at-
tegtion to their own peace of mind fhould perfuade
the great and powerful not to perfecute their infe-
riors : for how can they endure their fally if it fhould

ever
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ever happen, when it is imbittered by the triumph
of thofe very wretches, who were fo lately the
objeéts on which they exerted their cruelty and
arrogance.

Fas. LXII. The Partridge and the Cocks.

i

Wl

Farmer, having taken a Partridge, put him to

feed among fome Cocks. They according
to the fiercenefs of their nature, fell upon the poor
Partridge with the utmoft violence. This treat-
ment gave the Partridge a great deal of concern,’
thinking that they ufed him fo ill becaufe he
was a {tranger, and a bird of a different fpecies.
But foon after feeing the Cocks fighting among
themfelves, he comforted himfelf with reflecting
that it was no great wonder that they fell fo unmer-

cifully upon him, fince they were fo apt to attack
ene another.

F 3 MORAL
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M Qi RoialyiLs
Treat not a foreigner with barb’rous pride,
Mock nat bis aceent, or bis garb deride :
For peace at home that peaple né’er fball find,

Who wage eternal war with all mankind.

K2R L COATT L O N

AfFability and courteous behaviour endears us to
ur fellow-creatures, while a rude difpofition and
favage treatment, render us the obje¢t of general
averfion. No virtue was more univerfally practifed,
or more ftrongly recommended, by the antients,
than a mild condu& to our companions, and an
hofpitable entertainment of ftrangers. They, who
are unhappily divided from their own communities,
and obliged to mix with ours, are in a fituation,
which calls in a particular manner on our humanity.
To be guilty of any alls of cruelty to them, is there-
fore violating moft eflentially the laws of nature.
Nothing does more honour to the Englifh nation,
than the toleration it allows to different fects and
opinions. Low, and mean prejudices feem to be
wearing themfelves out apace ; and perhaps the free-
doms we allow to Jews, Quakers, Catholicks, and
other feftaries, proceed from a turn of mind, fo
effentially happy as to be the caufe of preventing
divifions among ourfelves, and of preferving us from
civil wars.

% 3

FABLE



Fox, caught in a trap, efcaped after much
difficulty, with the lofs of his tail. He was,
however a good deal athamed of appearing in pub-

lick without this ornament to his pofteriors ; and at
laft, having caft about for means how to avoid
feeming fingular and ridiculous in the eyes of his
own fpecies, he called together an aflembly of Foxes,
and harangued them in this manner. I have now,
my brethren, defired your prefence in order to make
a propofal for the common welfare. I am fure you
muft all have experienced the great inconvenience
of wearing tails. A tail is indeed fo troublefome,
and withal fo difgraceful an appendage, that I docked
my own, from a thorough conviction of it’s ugli-
nefs and inutility, and doubt not but you will all, to
a fox, follow my example, 'This harangue was

F 4 immediately
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immediately anfwered by a fly old Fox, in thefe
words : Brother, that you was in the right to part
with your tail there 1s no doubt: and we will al]
make ufe of the fame expedient, when it becomes
as neceflary for the publick welfare, as it has al-
ready been to your private convenience,

M O R A L.

Gladly Sir Cluraly weuld the wirld perfuade,
Nt be, but all mankind are vilely made ;
And might the purblind and the deaf advife,
*Twere better far to want both ears and eyes.

& PP T A-C AT T QNG

They, who pretend to advife what meafures are
mcft conducive to the publick welfare, are often
guided entirely by their own private intereft : but
whenever they counfel any extraordinary innovations,
or endeavour to change any eftablifhed proceedings
long ufed and approved, we may be almoft certain
that they have fome other defign, rather than the
promotion of the general good. When new regu-
lations are propofed, we thould turn our eyes on
thofe who propofe them, and confider with atten-
tion, whether they have not fome perfonal motives
for their eonduét, and we Thould be particularly
cautious not to fuffer ourfelves to be impofed on by
fine fpeeches and pretended patriotiim: for he who
is very follicitous to bring about a {cheme, not at-
tended with any vifible advantage to the community,
muft only mean his own benefit; or, like the Fox
in the fable, when he has been caught himfelf in
ene trap, endeavour to catch us in another.

FABLE
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Fas. LXIV. The Old Man and Death.

N Old Man carrying a load of faggots out of
a wood, fatigued with labour, funk under
his burthen, and called on Death to come and de-
liver him from his miferies. Death to his great
furprize, immediately appeared, and asked him
what he wanted. Lackaday! faid the old Man,
ftartled at his grim bony figure, nothing at all, good
fir, only that you will be fo obliging as to help me
to get this bundle of wood upon my back agaum.
MR A
< Ob with what joy would I refign my breath!”
The wretch exclaims, and prays for inflant death -
The fiend approaching, be inverts bis pray’r,
“ Ob grant me life, and double all my care!”

APPLICATION.
Man is a weak inconfiftent animal, perpetually
partaking of the bleflings of the divine providence,
E's and
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and yet perpetually murmuring at it’s difpenfations ;
complaining for ever of the cares and miferies of
life, and yet dreadmg nothing fo much as the ap-
proach of death to his relief. ~He will indeed fome-
times, in a peevith mood, call out on death, but
if it was to appear to him in-all it’s horrors, there
is hardly any fituation, however wretched, that
he would not prefer to it. But a wife and good
man knows, that care muft be his portion in this
life, and knows alfo that it is his duty to endure it
‘with patience. . Labour, poverty, and difeafe, ‘with
numberlefs difappointments in our feveral perfuits
muft be expected and fuftained; and he is the beft
and happieft man, who neither withes for the ap-
proach of death, nor is afraid of it.

Fas. LXV. The Cat and the Fox.

Fox and a Cat being one day in deep difcourfe
together, the Fox was boafting how many
tricks and artifices he was mafter of to fecure him-

{clf at a pinch, The poor Cat fajd, that, for her
part,
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part, the had but one device, to which fhe could
have recourfe in time of danger. In the midft of

their difcourfe, they were alarmed with the cry of
the hounds: upon which the Cat immediately

{crambled up to the top of a high tree, from whence
{he faw the Fox, in fpite of all his fine tricks, made
a prey to the dogs.

M50~ RA L

The [ly politician may boaft of his arts,
How bis budget is full, and by cunning he’s guideds
But the wife and the wary, lefs proud of his partss
J1/ith a fingle expedient is better provided.

AP-BLEC AT O

Plain good fenfe, and a downright honeft mean-
ing, are better guides through life, and more trufty
fecurities againft danger, than the low fthifts of cun-
ning, and refinements of artifice. The former is
free and unembarafled, and the methods to be per-
fued are fo plain and direct, that we are never at
any lofs in reducing them to execution ; while the
wavs of the other are fo intricate and involved, that
although they may feem plaufible in theory, we find
it impoffible to follow them in pradtice. Simplicity
of manners is the foul of integrity, and plainnefs of
underftanding is the main requifite to wifdom.
Cunning is of a dark and entangling nature, and if
perhaps it fometimes ferves to puzzle and amaze
others, it will in the end certainly bewilder ourfelves.
He who difdains to place his fafety in thofe means of
fecurity common to the reft of mankind, will rarely
find himfelf proteted from evils which they endure,
but rather fubject himfelf to new ones, with the me-
iiancholy fatisfation of being the fool to his own

evices.

FABLE
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¥as. LXVI. The Angler and little Fifh.

AN Angler having drawn out a fmall Carp at
the end of his line, the Fifth intreated him
to tirow him into the pond again. I am now,
fays he, fo very fmall that I fhall difcredit your
table; but by and by, when I am grown a finer
and larger fith, and fhall be worth your taking, 1
promife to return to your hook of my own accord.
No no, my little Carpling, replied the Angler, 1
am fure of you now, though you are but finall : but
if I once throw you into the pond again, I have ne
fort of fecurity that you will ever come back.,

M s R.A: L
< >T7s a leffon that cannot toy often be conn'd,
¢ That a fifb in the hand is worth two in the pond.”

ALEE I LA T T O N

~T'he inftruction conveyed by this fable is fo plain
and palpable, that it fcarce needs explanation. Hope

b3
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is indeed a relief in the time of forrow, and a cor-
dial to our diftrefles :but to put ourfelves in the power
of future events and chances, when the prefent hour
favours our withes, to give up a prefent benefit in
uncertain expeation of a greater, is a folly, quite
inexcufable. We are of courfe fufficiently fubjeét
to adverfe fortune, and ought to guard againft the
unlucky changes that may happen : but he who re-
fufes the advantages thrown in his way for the fake
of expected contingencies ftill more in his favour,
little confults the capricioufnefs of accidents not

within his power, and feems to follicit the ftrokes of
poverty and affli¢tion,

Fas. LXVII. The Young Man and the

Swallow.

el

WA ] ‘;
(&\ I\ H

N extravagant thoughtlefs young fpark, who

had fpent all his fortune even to- the cloaths

on his back, happening to fee a Swallow in De-
cembery took it in his head, that the fummer time
was come, and immediately put his laft coat and

waiftcoat
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waiftcoat into pawn. But hard weather coming on,
one day when he was ready to perith with cold,
happening to fee the fame Swallow lying dead in
the field, he cried out in anguith, Oh unhappy
bird ! that haft been the caufe of thy own and my

deftruction!
MO RAS T,

Weak flriplings thus on dice their paffions fet,
Fondly drawn in by one fuccefsful bet ;

But now trick’d, dup’d, and ev’ry fbilling lof?,
Perceive the odds againfl them to their cof?.

T BAEL T AT I NG

Be cautious how you build vain hopes on one
profperous circumftance. Perfons of fmall fortune
thould never rifque it all on the credit of one flat-
tering event. One Swallow makes not fummer. The
fmiles of the great are often as uncertain as the
weather itfelf : and many a young man, unacquainted
with the ways of the world, has been entrapped by
a gracious nod, or {queze by the hand, and drawn
into a fervile dependance, which has ended in his
ruin. They alfo, who have rendered their affairs
defperate by imprudence or extravagance, are much
inclined to dwell too fondly on one inftance of good
fortune, and to proceed with as much fecurity, as if
they were fure of its continuing for ever. They catch,
like drowning men, at every reed to keep them up;
but the weaknefs] of their fupport, added to the vio-
lence of their efforts, only ferves to plunge them ftill
deeper in misfortune, and to make them curfe their
own weaknefs and credulity.

FABLE
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FaB. LXVIII. The Lionefs and the Fox.

Lionefs being reproached by a Fox, that the

brought forth no more than one whelp at a

birth, replied thus. I produce but one, it is true :
but then, friend, that one is a Lion.

M TOOR AT TEL
Confidery when your alts you tell,
How much imports not, but how well,
T o do no goods thy oft it coft
Much labour, is but labour lft.

AP PLICA T TN

Vanity, while it takes every occafion to celebrate
it’s own praifes, is often apt to miftake the objects
of real merit, and to found it’s fame on circumftances
of no great importance. But nothing flatters our
pride more effentially, than dwelling on the number
of thofe a&tions which we deem meritorioud.  Artifts
efpecially are apt to confider the multiplicity of their
productions
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productions as an argument of the ftrength and
facility of their genius, and to defpife thofe, whofe
works being more elaborate, are confequently lefs
numerous. But this is a very falfe meafure of efti-
mating their merit. By this rule, the builder of
lanes and alleys and paltry cottages might furpafs
the nobleft architet; the dauber of fign-pofts
might excell thofe, who had ftudied in the firft
{chools of painting ; and the writers of ballads and
compilers of daily journals might outvie the moft
eminent poets and hiftorians. But praife and repu-
tation muft be acquired by merit alone ; nor can we
any more enfure them by the quantity of our pro-
ductions, than we can purchafe fame itfelf by the
yard or by the gallon.

Fas. LXIX. The two Pots.

WO Pots, one of earthen ware and the other

A of brafs, were carried down 2 river. The
earthen Pot difcovering fome marks of fear, the
brazen one bid him not be alarmed at the violence
of
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af the ftream, for that he would ftick clofe to him,
and take care that he fhould not be bruifed or hurt.
No,’ no, faid the earthen Pot, pray do not offer to
come near me ; your approach is what I moftdread;
I fhall keep at as great a diftance from you as poffi-
ble, for whether the current drives me againft you,
or you againft me, in either cafe I fhall certainly be
dafhed to pieces.

M O R A L
Born to the comforts of an bumble flate,
Fly their embrace, if courted by the great,
Happy, to learn, how ill you can afford
The vaft expence of haw-d’yes from my lord.

po S el P e il LD 0

We cannot be too cautious in the choice of our
company ; fince upon our prudence in this circum-
ftance, not only our fortunes, but fometimes our
lives may depend: But ‘we fhould be particularly
guarded ‘againft the ill-judged ambition of afloci-
ating with our fuperiors. What in them is oeco-
nomy, in us would be the higheft extravagance ;
and at the very time they honour us with their fa-
vours and prote&ion, they are leading us on to our
deftruction. Many a man has been irreparably ruined
by keeping what is called the beft company; for
whether he has given up his time in attending them,
or more ridiculoufly pretended to make entertain-
ments for them, in both cafes he has too late dif-
covered, that his thirft after friends ameng the great
has undone him ; and when his honourable acquain-
tance have entirely fhattered his fortune, he has found
himfelf at leifure to repent of his folly in a goal.

FABLE
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Fas. LXX. The Boy and the Thief. |
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el

AThief, who was roaming about in queft of
L X\ booty, faw a Boy weeping by the fide of a
well. He immediately made up to the Lad, and
demanded the caufe of his tears. Oh, faid the Boy,
crying as if his heart was ready to break, the rope is
juft now broken, and a golden tankard is dropt into
the well. The Thief rejoiced at the news, threw off
his cloaths with great hafte, and jumped into the
well : but in a little time came up again, after
having fearched for the tankard to no purpofe. He
looked about for the Boy, butto his great furprize,
could neither find the Boy, nor his own cloaths ;
and difcovered that the {ly urchin was gone off with
them, and had left him naked, to go down into the
well again, and look for the tankard at his leifure.

MORAL.
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M O URSCA T
Thus heav'n, in jufice, wickednefsto fmother,
Has villains made the [courges of each other:
With their own arts affliéts the felon gang,
*Till all alite the guilty culprits hang.

APPEICATILEN

Nothing gives more entertainment to honeft men,
than to fee rogues become the inftruments of each
other’s punifhment.  In thefe inftances, juftice {feems
to be in a merry mood, and to amufe herfelf with
thofe frauds and villanies, which at other times ex-
cite her fpleen and indignation. The fame arts alfo
which, when practifed againft the worthy part of
mankind, were objects of our dread, are rendered
matter of fport and merriment, when we bchold
them ufed by one villain to the detriment of another.
It is indeed one of the chief punifhments that wait
on vice in this world, that an abandoned man is
~ obliged to affociate with the moft infamous part of
the fpecies, to form intimate connections with
wretches incapable of friendfhip, to put the moft
intire confidence in men void of fidelity, and to need
afiftance from thofe who plot againft him. "Thus
he drags on a contemptible life, which is perhaps
concluded by the hand of juftice, on the impeach-
ment of fome of his companions and fellows in
miquity.

KEX

FABLE
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Fas. LXXI. Thke Shepherd and his Dog.

i,

ACertain Shepherd had a mungrel Cur, to whom
he trufted the care of his little flock, thinking
him a very faithful Dog, and accordingly treated him
with the greateft kindnefs. But the ungrateful Cur,
though he was very well fed by his mafter, took
occafion, every now and then, to devour one or
two of the fheep. The Shepherd, difcovering his
treachery, refolved immediately to hang him ; but
juft as he was going to tuck the Cur up, he howled
forth a remonftrance to this effe¢t. Why, my good
mafter, would you deftroy poor 7ray? You know
that I am an old fervant; and if I have been a little
in fault, do not hang me, but rather kill the Wolf,
who is perpetually laying {nares for your fold.
Rogue! replied the Shepherd, you deferve hanging
ten times more than the Wolf. For he openly pro-

fefles
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fefles himfelf to be my enemy ; but you, firrah, are
daily diminithing my flock, under the pretence of
being their guardian and my friend.

M OR AT

No wrongs fo cruel wait on human life,

As thofe from friends, a kinfman, or a wife :
A fword within the fcabbard fheath’d we know,
But flart to find in friendfbip’s guife a fae.

APPILICAT IO N.

The common difappointments of our lives bring
with them no pain, equal to that which we expe-
rience on the detetien of a mifplaced confidence.
Nor indeed can there be a more eflential injury
done to us, or one which betrays a viler mind in
him, who is guilty of it. There is fomething fo
bafe and abje&t in infinuating one’s felf into ano-
ther’s favour, merely to get him more fully into one’s
power, that a thief or an highwayman is fcarcely
a greater criminal, Friendfhip is the cordial of hu-
man life, the balm of fociety ; and he who violates
its laws by treachery and deceit, converts it into the
deadlieft poifon, and renders the defence and fup-
port of our fteps our greateft fnare and danger. It
is not therefore to be wondered at, that a friend
betrayed perfues the object of his refentment with
uncommon acrimony. We are wounded in the
tendereft part ; his crime is of the blackeft die, and
deferves the fevereft punithment,

=X

FABLE
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Fag. LXXII. Tke Boy and Fertune.

Boy {fleeping on the brink of a well, Fortune
came up to him, and waked him, faying, Get
up, Child, and go about your bufinefs immediately;
for if you fhould happen to tumble into the well,
your friends and relations, inftead of blaming your
folly, would impute all the mifchief to poor
FORTUNE.
0 MECCY RS A LR
The bubble thus from packets amply [flo'd
Draws thoufands farth, and flakes them on the board :
Ruin’d and dup’d, yet blames he not the vice,
But curfes bis ill luck, and damns the dice.

APP LA Cl T 0O N,

In the courfe of human affairs the ftrokes of
fortune are fometimes very adverfe and fevere.
Unexpected accidents deftroy our hopes of advance-
ment, or tumble us from the height of profperity.
Yet, it is certain, that men are too apt to complain

of

-~
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of the capricioufhefs of fortune, and to impute
many evils to the perverfenefs of chance, which are
the refult of their own ill condu&. Few perfons
are {o very unfortunate, as not to have more than
one opportunity in their lives of promoting.their
intereft. Let him therefore who complains of his
ill fortune, refle&t how often he has neglected her
favours on former occafions, and whether his prefent
diftrefs does not proceed in great meafure from his
own folly, inattention, indolence, or imprudence.
A wife man will fubje& himfelf as little as poffible
to the power of accidents; but he who carelefsly
gives up all his affairs to the determinations of
fortune muft not be furprifed at the revolutions of
her wheel, but endure her frowns, as well as her
{miles, with an equal mind.

Fas. LXXIII. The Stag and the Fawn.

FAawx once faid to a Stag, pray, mother, fince
you are fo much larger than the hounds, fo

much fwifter, and by means of your horns fo much
‘ fitter
dalin
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fitter for battle, what can be the meaning that yow
are fo extremely afraid of them? Becaufe, Child,
replied the Stag {miling, notwithftanding I poflefs
all thofe advantages, I am frighted out of my wits
at the cry of the dogs, and the moment I hear them
open, cannot help running away for fear.

MO R4 1,

Try what we cany do what we willy
Yet nature will be nature fiill.

APPLICATION.

There is imprefled on the minds of all men a par-
ticular biafs and difpofition, which, however thwarted
and controuled, will break out on almoft every oc-
cafion; and it is manifeft from daily expericnce,
that men can no more exchange their difpofitions
with each other than beafts of a different {pecies.
The hero, the ftatefman, the poet, the philofopher,
and the mechanic, are as various in their turn of
mind, as the lion, the fox, the afs, the ape, and
the dog. It is therefore our duty to follow the bent
of our genius in a laudable manner, and to check
it no further than will conduce to turn it to our own
and the public benefit. When nature has pointed
out the path, which we fhould follow, we thould
not attempt to deviate from it, but be content
to perfue our way by the light which fhe holds forth
for our inftruction. This method will certainly
preferve us from error, and perhaps lead us on to
fame : but if we obftinately endeavour to perfift in
another track, the predominance of nature will
force us out of it, and render us the objects of
derifion and contempt.

FABLE
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LXXIV. The Mole and ber Dam.

LA I' Mama, faid a young Mole, what 2 ftrange
fmell here is! A little while after fhe
fcreamed out, Mercy on me! what a flaming fur-
nace do I fee before me ! Soon after {he cried out
again, Dear Mama! was there ever fuch a horrid
noife? I am ftunned with the clatter of 2 thoufand
mills. Indeed, Child, replied her Dam fiilin
vou talk in this manner, I thall imagine you
neither {ight, ears, nor fmell

2y b
have

M OV RS
The Town-bred Mifs at this inceffant rate
Will vave, find faulty fooldy chatter, fiream, and prates
While thus the trifler alls, what mortal dreams
She 15 not quite Jo filly as fbe Jeems !

SR PE VCAYTON:
Affectation may be faid to be the root or fpring
of folly. There is fcarce one fpecies of ridi.
culous
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culous behaviour which is not immediately derived
from it. He therefore who indulges himfelf in it,
opens-a door to a whole army of abfurdities ; and
he who cures himfelf of affetation, cuts off a whole
train of follies at one flroke. They who make ufe
of it ‘mean it for akind of polifh to their feveral
excellencies. Men imagine that it adorns their
fenfe and wifdom ; and the ladies fuppofe that it fets
off their beauty. But its effeéts are directly oppofite.
Affe&ation always derogates from genius, and dimi-
nifhes the charms of beauty. If we pretend infir-
mities that we have not, to give credit to our pre-
tences would be the propereft punifhment of fuch a
ridiculous piece of affeétation: but if affetation is
ufed to cover defe@s, it only ferves more effectu-
ally to expofe them.

Fas. LXXV. The Harper.

Wiretched Fellow, who ufed to play on his
harp, and fing catches to it in alehoufes,
where the common people were highly delighted
: with
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with his mufic, took it into his head that he was
a moft admirable mufician, and would needs exhibit
his perform ance on the public theatre. But there,
alas! the vile melody of his voice, accompanied with
the difmal twang of his inftrument, provoked the
audience to fuch a degree, that the poor foolith
Harper was univerfally hiffed and pelted off the
ftage.

M &0 ARG A L

The dowdy thus, who in a grogram gown
Charni’d all the loobies in a country town,
Frith hoyden air ber beauties brings to cowrt,
And makes for belles and maids of honour [port.

AP P Bl A T 7O DL

There is an analogy between the circumi{tances
of the higheft and -and -loweft among mankind,
which is very much calculated to flatter that- pride
and vanity, fo incident to human nature. The
fame parts are alted, in a different {phere, by a
circle of courtiers and a company of beggars.  One
man 1s perhaps the wonder of all the known world,
another is the admiration of a particular country,
another is the pride of a great city, and another is
the firft charatter in a village.  All thefe thine very
illuftrioufly, and with proper dignity and fplendor
in their feveral orbs: but thufle them out of their
ftations, place the villager®at the head of an im-
menfe army, and confine the hero within the boun-
daries of a little town, perhaps they would both
appear ridiculous. ‘The laugh however will always
run ftrongeft againft him, that elevates himfelf to
a dignity which he cannot fupport ; and though he
might be applauded within his own narrow circle,
when he comes on the grand theatre of the world,
he cannot fail to be univerfally exploded.

G 2 FABLE
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Yo B E TS
Mercury and the Woodman.

g’ Woodman being employed in felling timber
by the fide of a river, facred to Mercury,
happened to let his hatchet fall into the water,
and feated himfelf on the bank of the river, calling
on Mercury in defpair.  Mercury foon appeared, and
being acquainted with the caufe of his diftrefs, dived
into the ftream, and bringing up a golden hatchet,
demanded of the Woodman, if That was his pro-
perty. No, replied the Woodman. AMercury then
brought up a filver hatchet, afking the fame quef-
tion. The honeft woodcutter anfwered, no, again.
Mercury then brought up a wooden one, which the
Woodman owned with joy : but Mercury pleafed
with his honefty, not only reftored him his own,
but gave him the two others into the bargain. The
Woodman
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Woodman telling this ftory among his companions,
one of them refolved to try the fame experiment,
He dropt his hatchet into the river 5 Mercury came
to his affiftance ; a golden hatchet was brought up,
and boldly owned by the fellow as his property.
Mercury thocked at his impudence, and fuch a bare-
faced lie, banifhed the rogue immediate]y from his
prefence, telling him that he fhould not only go

=

without that hatchet, but fhould alfo lofe his owi,

MIE R
Truth, facred truth, fball Sourifl and prevail,
While all the arts of fraud and falfbood Jail,
The flimfy cheat wife Judges fion defery,
Sure thefe will rob, why Jeruple not to lie,

AEPP LedalCoRdie L CF N

No truth deferves more frequent inculcation,
though none is more clear and inconteftible, than
that virtue will undoubtedly profper in the main,
and that vice will involve its followers in certain
diftrefs. A lie is, of all other vices, the fureft mark
of a mean and bafe fpirit. No wickednefs can
fubfift without it: no good quality can thrive with
it.  Yetalie is in itfelf of fo weak 2 nature, that it
feldom requires fupernatural powers to deteétit. It
commonly betrays itfelf, and heaps confufion on its
propagator and contriver. The advantages expected
from it are inconfiderable, when compared to the
fhame, which is its infeparable companion. To for-
feit our integrity, to have our honour blafted, to be
fhunned by all good men, are circumftances of the
moft afliCting nature ; and to add to our punifh-
ment, our thin-woven {chemes are difconcerted,
and the whole fuperftru@ure of fraud undermined,
which is built on the fhallow bafis of 2 Jie,

G 3 FABLE
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Fas. LXXVII. The Wolves and the
Sick Afs.

5
LD
A s

/L%N Afs being fick, it was reported all over the
country, that he lay at the peint of death.
TheWolves, in expectation of prey, went to enquirg,
of the fon how his father did. 'To whom the
young 2fs, replied, Much better than you wifh, I
promife you.
M O R A L

Hoard you the news 2 My lord is wondyrous fick !
Round him the undertakers bover thick.

With joy in fadnefs mafk'd they join his beir :

My lord recovers : how they all defpair!

EEPLIC A 1T ON,

The fureft method of determining the merit of
an a&ion is by an accurate examination of the mo-
tives, from which it is done. Cruelty fometimes

affumes the form of compaffion, and malignity often
borrows
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brroows the appearance of benevolence. Perhaps
there is on no occafion more counterfeit forrow ex-
prefled, or tears lefs fincerely fhed than on the death
of our pretended friends and relations. Many pro-
pofe advantages to themfelves by the removal of
another from the world, which they are glad to
perceive a likelihood of obtaining. = His heir longs
for his eftate, one friend waits in anxious expecta-
tion of a legacy, another wants his place, and ano-
ther perhaps is jealous of his fame. Ina word, if
the kind enquiries after the fick were all to be in-
terpreted with as much franknefs, as thofe in the
fable, the porters of the great might commonly an-
fwer with the {triCteft propriety, that their niafters
were much better than was withed or defired.

Fas. LXXVIIL. Tk Mule.

Certain Mule, being - pampered up with

high feeding, faid within himfelf, why
thould not T be as good a racer as any horfe what-
ever ! My fire was a horfe, and I refemble him
G4 in
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in every refpe&. Some time after his mafter having
occafion to travel with great expedition, rcde him
at a furious rate ; when the poor Mule, almoft
jaded to death, could not help, faying; Alas! I
remember now that I made a miftake in my pedi-
gree, and that my fire was not a horfe but an Afs,

M ORI A ey o,

Ceafe, thou proud fool, with idle care to trace
From Norman Will the CONQUEROR your race !
Or wo’d you further your defeent explore, 3

Know that great William’s mother wwas a whore.

200 P VA o D N
It is eafy to beaft, and to promife mighty mat-
ters, in the hour of eafe and indolence. Many long
and laborious voyages have been taken in idea b
_perfons, who have not ftirred out of their ftudies
aad their elbow-chairs: many towns have been
ftormed in imagination with infinite fuccefs over a
bottle of wine : and many noble works have been
undertaken and compleated with the greateft fup-
pofed honour and applaufe, by thofe who never
attempted in faét to accomplifh any of them. But
hen thefe vain boafters, or chimerical projectors,
endeavour to put their ftrength and abilities to the
trial, then come the difficulties and inconveniences,
and then they perceive, how unequal they are to
{uch undertakings. Every art, exercifed by a maf-
terly band, fcems eafy to thofe who behcld it :
every enterprize, conducted with fkill, and crowned
with fuccefs, appears almoft impofiible to have mif-
carried : but when either of thefe matters are at-
tempted by the inexperienced or unfkilfull, they
foon difcover their own vain ideas and lamentable
infufficiency.

FABLE
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Fa. LXXIX. The Thief and the Dog.

Thief, who had broke into a houfe by night,
was alarmed by the barking of a Dog. Fear-
ing left this noife thould roufe the family, the Rogue
held out a large piece of bread to the Dog, in order
to quiet him.  None of your prefents for me, Fel-
low, faid the Dog, I know your tricks well enough :
You want to ftop my mouth with a piece of bread,
that you may not be difturbed in robbing my mafter
of every thing In the houfe.
MO Rac s
Hence, O ye Britifb Freeholders, take note
Ty mark the caitiff who would buy your vote:
Foin not with infamy the venal tribe,
Tor fell your country for @ paltry bribe.
MR P L LA T 1O N:

Nothing can alter the honeft purpofe of hin,
who defpifes an infidious bribe, and whofe mind

G s is
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is proof againft temptation. He knows that the
favours held out to him are not marks of the love
and regard of thofe who would confer them, but
are meant as the price, at which he is to fell his
honour and his virtue. His noble refolution never
fails to produce the happieft effe@s, by preferving
his friends and himfelf from the mifchievous projects
laid againft them ; fo true is it, that Pirtue is it's
own reward ; while corruption and venality will in
the end certainly bring the greateft miferies on thofe
and their adherents, who were fo bafe and incon-
fiderate, as to fubje& themfelves to future evils of
the moft fatal nature for the fake of a little
prefent profit.

Fasre LXXX. 9The Man and bis
Wooden God.

= |l
a1

ACertain Man who had a Wooden God in his

houfe, prayed to him inceflantly for riches ;
but the more he prayed, the poorer he grew. At
length, provoked by fuch repeated difappointments,

he
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he took the Timber Deity by the two legs, and
dathed him with great violence againft the pave-
ment. The Image was broken into ten thoufand
pieces, and almoft as many pieces of gold came
rolling out of his infide. The Man, agreeably
furprifed at the fight of {fo much money, gathered
it up with joy, fayirig, Now what a perverfe ftick
of Wood art thou! who, whilit I held thee in
honour, wouldft be of no ufe to me, and now I
have bruifed thee and beat thee to atoms, haft
everwhelmed me with benefits.

MO R AL

Thus the old mifer, deaf to iears and pray’rs,
Gives not, alive, one jbilling 1o bis heirs :
Foyful they bear the wretch’s parting breath,
Pour curfes on bis life, and bail bis death.

woppeds §ICHA TR LO N

Some perfons are of fuch 2 froward and untract-
able difpofition, that gentlenefs and humanity has
no effe&t on them. All the mild arts of perfuafion
and intreaty are exercifed in vain, or render them
more obftinate and perverfe. The only method
of dealing with fuch people, is to treat them
like brutes, and to force their inclinations without
confulting their will or their reafon. Generous
minds are much embarraffed, when they encounter
tempers of this nature. "They are too apt to judge
of others by themfelves, and to ufe the fame means,
which they are confcious would work forcibly on
their own minds. But when thefe liberal and inge-
nuous methods will not prcvail, we fhould not fcru-
ple to have recourfe to rougher meafures: and if
they carry any bitternefs along with them, it is 0ot

Lo



I T B B R W BT B S

to be imputed to us, but to thofe, whofe ftubborn
Ipirits would not bend to our purpofes, till we had
ftrained them almoft ¢ill they were broken.

Fas. LXXXI. Tke Creaking Wheel.

Coachman hearing one of the Wheels creak,

cried out, Prithee, old Roundabout, what is
the Reafon that you, who are the wor{t wheel in m
fet, make fuch a vile noife, while all the found ones
roll along in peace and quietnefs ! Becaufe, replied
the Wheel, the weak and the affli¢ted always abound
n peevithnefs and complaints,

M OTR AT
Unhappy man, whofe cares find no relief,

Know, that vain murmurs bus augment your grief :
But ye, whofe happier hours yoll vsid of pain,
Pity the wretch, whofe forrows will complain,

APPL1-
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APPLICATTON

There are no virtues which contribute to carry us
through the world with more eafe to ourfelves, than
patience and fortitude, To be perpetually complain-
ing of our cares, and groaning under our diftrefles,
argues a weak Mind, and too lively a fenfe of the
‘common accidents of life, He, whofe difpofition
inclines him to dwell with too great attention on his
misfortunes, will lead a miferable life, and will be
fure to carve for himfelf much trouble out of a
little. Inftead of finking under the weight of the
calamities, which opprefs us, we thould endeavour
to furmount them; and inftead of venting wo-
manith complaints, make ufe of vigorous efforts and
manly refolution. The reft of the world will not ea-
fily be prevailed on to intereft themfelves in our pri-
vate uneafinefs ; and are rather moved with anger
and contempt, than pity or benevolence, by our in-
ceflant murmurs and complaints. If we give way
to oppreflion or adverfity, and fuffer them to break
our fpirit, we fhall conciliate no friends, but only
add force to the ftrokes of fortune, and encourage
our oppreflors to trample us fill lower: but if we
rife againft the injuries that attack us, and difplay a
becoming fortitude, we may perhaps excite many
friends to fecond our endeavours, and overcome
the malice of our fortune and the defigns of our
adverfaries.

%

FABLE
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Fas. LXXXII. The Collier and tFe Fuller.

Collier once gave a Fuller a very prefling in-

vitation to come and live in the fame houfe

with him. By no means, my friend, replied the

Fuller, fuch a fcheme would be neither convenient

nor agreeable, for whatever I had taken pains to

render neat and clean, you would immediately make
as black as a coal,

My 10: Rk o Jo

With wvice allied, however pure,
No virtue can be long fecure:
Shun then the traitrefs and her wiles.

Whate'er fbe touches fbe defiles.
ARPLUCA TR 10O N.

Man is univerfally allowed to be an imitative
animal : and no theory is more fully proved by
conftant and daily experience, We reciprocally

adopt
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adopt the fentiments and manners of each other,
and our morals and behaviour imperceptibly take
a tinge from our intimate companions and aflociates.
Any perfon, at all converfant in ‘the world, may
commonly difcover the trade or occupation of ano-
ther even from his geftures, gait, and deportment.
"T'he body is not more pliant than the mind; and it
may be colleCted with equal certainty from a man’s
converfation, whether he has mixed with proper
company. We cannot therefore be too delicate in
our choice. Our own purity will not avail us, if
we fuffer it to incorporate with corruption; and
virtue itfelf will lofe its nature and effence, if
blended with wickednefs and vice. '

Fas. LXXXI. The boafting Traveller,

Certain Traveller returning to his native
country, from which he had been abfent fe-

veral years, boafted in all companies of the great
feats he had performed: while abroad, and parti-
| cularly
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cularly that at Rhodes he had taken fuch a remark-
able leap, that no Rbedian, though they are a
people famous in that exercife, could at all vie
with him. ‘The ftory feeming very extravagant in
its circumftances, the company did not very readily
aflent to the truth of it ; upon which the Traveller
fwore that the whole city of Rbodes would bear
witnefs to it, and confirmed it with a thoufand
folemn oaths and proteftations. Prithee, faid one
of the company, have done with thefe horrible
execrations! and inftead of them, only fuppofe this
place to be Rbodes, and perform this famous: leap

over again.

MO R ATLES

Thus, frefb from Paris, when the travelld youib
Boafts vain atchievements at b’ expence of truth,
Bid him, to prove his exploits, drink, and dance,
And fight, in England, as be did in France,

A PP-EA CATAO-N.

A lie is on all occafions moft fcrupuloufly to be
avoided ; not only on account of its bafenefs, but
becaufe it is impofiible to forefee how many troubles
it will involve him in that utters it. It will not
always receive credit, and is for ever liable to de-
tetion ; upon which, if caculated for wicked pur-
pofes, it will incur punifhment, and if only of a
harmlefs and infignificant nature, will at leaft ex-
pofe us to contempt and ridicule.  Vanity there-
fore, never miftakes its end more grofly, than when.
it attempts to aggrandife itfelf by difguifing truth,
or inventing falthood. As the praife we demanded

was built upon a lie, the detection of that lie
inevitably
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inevitably brings on reproach: And it fhould be
confidered, that it is very difficult to devife falfe-
hoods which cannot be confuted.

Fap. LXXXIV. Tke Boy and bis Mother.

Boy ftole one of his {choolfellows horn-books,
and carried it home to his Mother. Good

boy ! faid {he, and chucked him under the chin,
and gave him fome gingerbread for his pains.
Upon this the Boy perfifted in pilfering, and as he
grew up became fuch a notorious thief, that he was
taken up, tried, caft, and condemned to be hanged.
As he was leading to execution, and his Mother
following him in tears, having obtained leave of
the officer to fpeak to her, he put his mouth to her
ear, as if he was going to whifper fomething, and
bit it quite off. 'The woman {creamed out, and
the officer fhocked at this behaviour, afked him if

it
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it was not {ufficient t& be a thief, without being
guilty of fuch an unnatural adicn towards his
Mother. Let no one wonder, faid the Boy, that I
have done this to her, who has been the caule of
my deftruétion ! For if my Mother had chid me
and chaftifed me, inftead of giving me a reward,
when I ftole my fchoolfellow’s norn-bock, I thould
not now have been brought to the gallows for

theft.
MY Ol R A 1.

Fathers and mothers ! train your childyens youth
To virtue, bonour, honefly, and truth

- Dreadfull! ts bring about your child’s damnation,
And give your [fons @ Tyburn education,

APPLICATTION,

We are not fufficiently fenfible of the danger of
the firft alls of vice. When we have once thrown
down the fence of honefty and virtue, it is impof-
fible to forefee how far we may be led into wicked-
nefs. ‘Fhe firft deviations from found morality are
therefore to be ftrictly watched, and moft feverely
punifhed, that we may fee the precipice on which
we ftand, and whither fuch a conduét will carry us.
No one, however profligate and abandoned, ~was
ever completely wicked at firft. ‘The approaches to
vice, as well as to virtue and to perfection in the po-
lite arts, are made by degrees. The leaft tencency
to vice fhould therefore be checked, with uncom-
mon attention, in a child ; and his mind fhould be
formed ftudioufly to virtue, while it yet remains pli-
ant and flexible, If, on the contrary, the petty
rogueries of his childhood are winked at or en-
couraged, the alions of his riper age muft almoft
neceflarily be moft flagrantly atrocious, He will

' f increafe
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inereafe in wickednefs, as he grows in years, and
will incur a fatal punifhment in his {tate of man-

hood, by baving efcaped a flight correction when
a boy. :

FARLE. LAy
The Afs and the Lion bunting.

T

%

HE Afs and the Lion once went out together

on a party of hunting, having concerted

their method of fecuring their prey after the fol-
lowing manner. The Afs, concealing himfelf in
a thicket, lifted up his hideous voice, and made a
moft horrible braying. The beafts, alarmed at a
noife fo tremendous and unufual, fprung up with
terror and amazement, and ran into the jaws of
the Lion, who being pofted advantageoudly for that
purpofe, immediately fiezed them, and killed them.
After
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After the deftruion of a good many of them,
“the Afs came forth, and afked the Lion boafting,
Have not I behaved glorioufly ? Did I not make 2
mott frightful noife ? Very frightful indeed, replied
the Lion, and I do not know, whether I fhould
not have been terrified myfelf, if I had not known
that you was an Afs.

MLO R A T,
Big words and bluftring Jourds alarm the croud,
Dupes to the mere tongue-valiant and the lud,
But fear oft lurks beneath the empty boqf?,
And rankeft cowards ever threaten m o/l

P L EC KYE Y O

Few virtues produce more hypocrites than the
fingle quality of courage. Men will often frankly
confefs fome vices, but no perfon cares to own
himfelf a coward, but perhaps thelters his pufilla-
nimity under the veil of affumed bravery. Hence
noify bullies make the very femblance of a virtue
which they want, their protection ; and by fierce
looks and high boafts fometimes terrify much braver
fpirits than themfelves, But they, who are ac-
quainted with the timidity of thefe mock heroes,
only amufe themfelves with thejr empty noife and
ridiculous parade; and cannot but laugh, if thefe
abject wretches ever prefume to claim to them-

felves any fhare of the glory refulting from great
actions.

XE X

FABLE
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Fap. LXXXVI. The Senfible Afs.

Certain man, leading an Afs, was alarmed

by the found of the approaching enemy :
upon which he turned towards the Afs with great
impatience, afking him why he did not move with
more hafte, and adding, that if he did not mend
his pace, they fhould certainly be taken. Suppofe
we fhould, replied the Afs, I fhall only carry
burdens, as I do at prefent.

MMNO S RILAKE,
The man that is poor may be void of all care,
If there’s nothing to bope, e has nothing to Jear :
Whether flocks rife or fall, or whatder be the news,
He is fure not to win, and has nothing to lofe.

aalep L TSR O N
"T'he loweft fituation has its peculiar comforts and
conveniences, and if it fhares not in the fplendor of
profperity, it is alfo free from its cares and anxieties.

In
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In fuch a fituation, the capricioufnefs of chance
cannot be feared, becaufe any reverfe of fortune
muft be in our favour; and as to the convulfions
of the ftate, they cannot affect our-private happinefs,
but muft neceffarily leave us in our original poverty.
No earthly advantage can fubfift without its attend-
ant difquietudes. Riches, power, beauty, fame,
have each their feveral inconveniences annexed to
them ; and if we lofe the blefling, we are 2lfo fure
to efcape its dependant misfortune.  Let not there-
fore any man repine at his fituation ; fince hap-
pinefs is perhaps more equally diftributed than is
generally imagined, and whoever is difappointed in
his views of elevation and greatnefs, is fheltered like-
wife from the folicitude that difturbs the rich, and
protected from the perils that wait on the ambitious.

Fag. LXXXVIL. The Ape and the Fox.

N Ape once befeeched a haughty young Fox
to beftow on him fome {mall portion of her

buthy tail to cover his pofteriors. To you, madam
faid
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faid he, ,fo much of it is rather inconvenient,

whereas the furplus of it would be of infinite ufe
and credit to me. Perhaps it might, anfwered the
Fox, but if I had ever fuch a redundancy of tail, I
would rather {weep the kennel with it, than fuffer

the leaft part of it to be employed in covering the
filthy backfide of an Ape.

M QB A L

Doat not, ye wealthyy on the crouded chefl,
Nor laugh to feorn the cries of the diftrefi |
Give, freely give, the furplus of your flore
To chath the naked, and to feed the poor.

A PR e G SA 1 4E) BN

Charity is the duty of the rich, who thould con-
fider themfelves in great meafure as nothing more
than the ftewards of the poor and needy. To deny
alms to the indigent, and relicf to the diftreft;
argues a mind unworthy of the favours of providence,
as it is unthankful to heaven for its benefits. The
man, who has large pofleflions, has it in his power
to make himfelf univerfally beloved. Riches, in the
hand of a generous man, are a blefling to the com-
munity ; they are, like light and rain, a diffufive
good in which the public are partakers: but wealth,
when it falls to the fhare of thofe, who want hu-
manity and benevolence, ferves only as an inftru-
ment of mifchief, or at beft produces no advan-
tage to the reft of mankind. Let the wealthy
therefore refle, that the treafures, which they
enjoy, were not given them merely to gratify their
pleafures or to fofter their avarice, but in order to
enable them to difpenfe the good things of this
world to their fellow-creatures ; that they might

fufll
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fulfill the will of heaven, and, like guardian angels
commiflioned by the almighty, fhower bleflings on
the reft of mankind.

~Fasre LXXXVIIL
The Ant and the Grafshopper.

/1"(’,”//1,/'1?\‘;“ ‘

NE day, in the midft of winter, when a neft

of Ants were laying out their corn in the fun,
2 Grafshopper came up to them, and begged they
would have the charity to give him a grain of wheat
to keep him from ftarving. The Ants afked him
how he had employed his fummer, that he was
now fo poer and deftitute. I fpent all the fum-
mer, faid the Grafshopper, in finging to divert
the travellers as they pafled along. O, replied
an old Ant with a fneer, if you fpent all the fum-

mer in finging for the amufement of travcllers,
you

4
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you had beft dance all the winter to keep yourfelf
from ftarving with cold.

M O:RATE.

O now, while bealth and vigour fUill yemain,
Toily toil, my lads, to purchafe boneft gain !
Shun idlenefs ! fbun pleafure’s tempting [nare !
A youth of revels breeds an age of care.

APPLICATION

There is fcarce any obje&, that excites more
melancholy reflections in the breafts of humane and
fenfible people, than a young man of lively parts
and hopeful expetations plunging into riot and
debauchery. The happinefs of the latter part of
our lives depends very much on our conduc at firft,
and when the fervour of youth is a little abated,
and the paffions begin to fubfide, how many have
bewailed their early intemperance and imprudence,
which brought on the miferies, with which they
ftruggle in their old age. As the whole period of
our exiftence here is nothing more than a prepara-
tion for futurity, in like manner, every ftage of our
lives thould be regarded as a preparation for that
which is to follow it. The good child makes the
ftudious boy ; the hopeful lad ripens into the ac-
complithed man ;. and both our youth and riper
years fhould be employed in a diligent cultivation of
our minds and our fortunes, that we may enfure te
ourfelves afluence and honour in our old age.

&

H FABLE
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Fas. LXXXIX. The Dog in the Manger.
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S a Dog was lying at his eafe in a manger

N full of hay, an Ox came up, and offered to

cat fome of it. - But the Dog raifing himfelf up

began to fnarl and growl at the poor Ox, and would

not fuffer him to tafte a bit. Now, confound thee,

faid the Ox, for an envious cur, who wilt neither
eat the hay thyfelf nor fuffer me to cat it.

M O R A L

Thus hangs the mifer der his ufelefs pelf,
Grudges to others bread, and flarves himfelf.

APPLICATION.

Selfithnefs and ill-nature make thofe, who are
overrun with them, difagreeable to themfelves, and
odious to ethers. They neither enjoy any com-
forts themfelves, nor communicate any to their
fellow-creatures, but rather fit, like an evil genius,

to
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to deftroy the means of happinefs. It is no wonder
that fuch perfons fhould meet with univerfal re-
proach ; avoided, as the pefls of fociety, by the
rich, and curft, as the authors of oppreflion, by
the poor. We cannot therefore too diligently ex-
tirpate thefe vices from our minds, endeavouring
to ingraft on them the virtues of benevolence and
humanity, and confidering His glorious example;
whofe eye was always turned with compaffion on
the afflicted and diftreft, whofe ear was never fhut
againft the complaints of the unhappy, whofe
hand was ever open to relieve the miferies of man-
kind, and who went about DOING GooOD.

Fas. XC. The Afs and the Little Dog.

ng i ‘““'““‘\llmg "
g@%‘m‘mﬂwg»

Frolickfome Little Dog was the favourite of
his mafter, and made much of by the whole
family. The Afs, feeing this, lamented his own
lot, that the Dog fhould be fed at his mafter’s

table, and ftroked and fondled by every body, for
H2 nothing
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nothing but play and idlenefs; while he was loaded
with heavy burdens, beaten, kept working from
morning to night, and yet was the object of general
averfion. If, faid he, yon little puppy procures
all thefe advantages from playing and frifking
about, why thould not I be as playful and frolick-
fome as he is? Accordingly, the Afs determined to
try the experiment; and in the evening, when his
mafter came home, the clumfy beaft ran brifkly up
to him, aukwardly wagging his long tail, and leap-
ing againft him with his hard hoofs. The mafter,
difpleafed at thefe extraordinary liberties, immedi-
ately called out to his fervants, and the filly Afs
was foundly cudgelled for his gamefome behaviour.

s B @ R . T
Aim not, ye ruflicksy at ther graceful eafe,
WWhofe mirth delights, whofe very follies pleafe !
Clowns that, like witsy with courtiers trifle, judge ill,

And oft receives inflead of praife, a cudgel.
AP A LA T4 N

No chara&er is more difficult to aflume with
fuccefs than that of an agreeable trifler ; nor can
any failure or mifcarriage render us more contemp-
tible or ridiculous. He that fits down with
a refolution to be witty or entertaining, be
things as they may, will certainly be very foolifh.
“There is a certain native mirth, improved by edu-
cation and polite fociety, which it is impoflible for
perfons of a faturnine temper, deprived perhaps of
the advantages of a genteel converfation, ever to
attain. Whenever fuch people pretend to indulge
themfelves in fallies of wit, and to entertain the
eompany with ftrokes of humour, their aukward

merrment
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merriment may, indeed, excite laughter ; but our
fmiles will proceed from contempt, inftead of fz-
tisfaGion or applaufe; | Liet 'ior. man therefore at-
tempt an art, for which natyre has difqualified him,
and in which he js unverfed ; fince jt requires
fome uncommon talents, and many elegant accom-

Plithments, even ¢ play the fool with gracefulnefs
and addrefs,

Eaz.XGL. 1o T Two Crabs.

)

her fon, Walk forward, child, as you ought to do,
With all my heart, mother, replied the young
Crab, thew me the way, and I’]] follow you.

BEEC R AT
Childyen berfue their parents’ paces,
As like in agipy as i faces :
And if Mamq Jrf? lead the way,
No wonder Mij; Joould go - aftray.

H 3 APPLE
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PP T C AT DN

FExample will commonly overcome precept 3 and
it is in vain to inftruct our children to walk by on¢
rule, if we ourfelves go by another. W henever
shey are blamed for mifconduét, they have always
the ready excufe of our own behaviour to plead a-
gainft us; offured that if we are in the righty
they cannot poffibly be in the wrong. Parents,
therefore, who are defirous of working an effectual
reformation in their children, fhould begin by mak-
ing a vifible amendment in them{elves.

Fasz. XCII, The Bear and the Beehives.

Bear ftung by a Bee, was fo enraged with the
pain, that he ran his head among the Bee-

hives in revenge, and begun to pull them to pieces
with his paws. The whole cammonwealth of Bees
immediately rufhed out, and faftening themfelves
upon him, darted their little fkings into him, till the
great
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great Beaft roared out with the fmart and anguith,
which they occafioned. Having got rid of them
at laft, he muttered to himfelf fomething to this
purpofe. — Ah, Bruin, how much more prudent
would it have been in thee to have born the fling
of one Bee quictly, than by thy anger and im-

patience to have drawn upon thyfelf ‘the fury of
the whole Hive.

M0 RoA
Better from one to bear a flight attack,
Than bring a fwarm of foes upon your back.

APTELICATI ON,

An impatient temper leads wus into infinite
troubles ; and it 1s undoubtedly more advifeable to
put up with fmall injuries, than to refent them
with too much fenfibility. When we are onee en-
gaged in controverfies and difputes, it is difficult to
forefee to what lengths they may be carried ; and
when we have excited one enemy, who can tell
how many more will unexpe&edly rife up againft
us? Men are {o connefted with each other by in-
tereft or affection, that it is fcarce pofiible in the
nature of things for us to create a fingle enemy,
who will not draw on a legion of more formidable
adverfaries. Affront a divine, a lawyer, or a phy-
fician, in relation to their feveral occupations, ten
to one but the general cry is foon raifed: the
whole body of the clergy, the whole herd of lawyers,
all the doétors of the faculty will be up in arms a-
gainft you ; they will confider the infult as an af-
front offered to their profeffion in the perfon of their
fellow-practitioner, and will not fail to hunt you
down as a heretick, an outlaw, and an empirick.

H 4 FABLE
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FaAB. XCIIL . The Shepherd and the Sea.

Shepherd, who fed his flock near the Sea fide,

as he fat on the fhore one calm day, was fo
wonderfully taken with the fmoothnefs and tran-
quillity of the Ocean, that he felt an invincible
defire to put to fea, and immediately fold all his
theep, and embarked all his little ftock in one ven-
ture. He had not proceeded far on his voyage
before the flattering appearance of the water was
entirely changed; the winds blew fo furioufly, and
the waves ran {o high, that the fhip was with dif-
ficulty faved, by throwing the whole cargo over-
board. Thus ruined and undone, the poor Shep-
herd was obliged to return to his former occu-
pation, with the melancholy difference of feeding
other people’s theep inftead of his own. How-
ever, at length, his care and frugality enabled him
to
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to purchafe another flock; and while he was tend-
ing them, as he did his firft, on the Sea-fhore,
one of his companions took notice of the beautiful
calmnefs of the Water. Ay, faid the Shepherd,
it appeared juft in this manner when it deceived
me before, but let the face of the Sea look ever
fo flattering, it fhall never tempt me to truft to
its mercy any more.

7l © Tl 1

“ The man, difpleas’d with bis own poft,
« Whoy led by lucre’s [elfifh call,
“ Trufls to the feas bis httle all,

«« Oft counts without his hoft,

¢ And rifes but to fall.
« Thus he who leaves his quiet feat,
< In hopes at court to grow mure great,
His folly, when too late, will find,
s To trufl to courts or to the wind!

<

-

AP RPRECATRKTO N

A wavering mind will always fubje& us to in-
numerable calamities; calamities to which no ad-
verfe fortune ever could expofe us. He who is
comfortably fettled, thould be very cantious how he
alters his fituation, and wantonly commits his hap-
pinefs to the power of fortune. He fhould not
fuffer his mind to be tempted by feeming advanta-
ges, or rafhly venture the acquifitions of his whole
life on any new projeét. A man, who lives re-
tired from the world, cannot be acquainted with
the inconveniencies attending the fituation of many,
whom he looks upon with envy; and if he at-
tempts to throw himfelf into their way of life, he

Hs will
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will moft probably mifcarry through inexperience :
at leaft he will difeover many latent miferies in
that fituation which he contemplated with admira-
tion at a diftance, or perhaps repent too late the
unfteadinefs of his difpofition, and the cravings of
his avarice, which have plunged him in mifery and
want, inftead of adding to his happinefs, or in-
ereafing his wealth.

Fap. XCIV. The one-eyed Doe.

"*&Doe, that had loft an eye, grazed upon the
j. fea-fhore, keeping the eye that was left con-
ftantly turned towards the land, for fear of the
hunters, and turned the other fide towards the fea,
fufpecting no harm from thence. In the midft
of thefe precautions, 2 poacher, taking boat, came
flily round by the fea, and fhot her. The poor
Doe fell, uttering thefe words: Ah me! From

fuffored
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{uffered nothing ; and have received my death from
that part, whence I imagined no attack could
be made,

M. el - A s

The man whom we fear, and fufpect for a cheaty |
Can hardly delude us with art and deceit

But be, in whofe faith we [ecurely confide,

May come round with impunity on our blind fide.

APPLIC AT IO N

Security is our moft dangerous and fatal enemy;
and we {uffer more frequently by unexpeéted ac-
cidents, than by thefe means, which we dreaded
moft. Our fear induces us to make ufe of vigi-
lance and caution, which are commonly our beft
prefervatives from evil; but when oence our ap-
prehenfions are lulled to reft, we take no care to
guard againft accidents, or to defend ourfelves from
the attacks of an enemy. We fhould not, it is
true, encourage in ourfelves the flavifh principle of
fear; yet we fhould keep our attention equally a-
wake on every fide, and a& with circum{petion,
though not influenced by cowardice. It 1s no un-
common thing for people, not otherwife impru-
dent, to take it for granted, that there is no danger
from one particular quarter ; thereby laying them-
felves open to the ficklenefs of chance, or the de-
ceitfulnefs of pretended friends and confidants.
But a wife man will confider, that fortune is, in no
inftance whatever, to be fecurely trufted ; and that
it is feldom fafe to place an’ unlimited confidence 1
any human creature.

w3
FABLE
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Fas. XCV. The Kid and the Wolf,

AKid, being mounted upon a high fhed, faw a

Wolf below, and took that vpportunity of
affronting him with the fouleft reproaches, Peace!
firrah, faid the Wolf, I impute thefe reproaches
Not to your own bravery, but to the place which
fhelters your infolence.

M O RoA g

Proud of bis new commiffion and cockade,
The flripling Enfign flruts on the parade
And while bis cane bangs o’er the vet’ran’s head,
Derrves bis courage Jrom bis coat of red.

APPLICATION,

The infolence of wretches in office is one of the
greateft provocations ever given to 2 generous
mind. The indignation, naturally arifing from
the infult, is aggravated by the meannefs of

him
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him that offers it; and as we cannot brook with
patience the grofs affronts offered to us, it inflames
our anger ftll more, when we find the abject crea-
ture protected by power and authority from our re-
fentment. But thefe emotions, however natural,
thould, for the fake of our own quiet, be reprefled ;
and our uneafinefs and indignation fhould be cop.
verted into contempt. We thould fortify our minds
againft the poflibility of provocation from fuch low
animals ; and fhould confole ourfelves with con-
fidering, that they dare not tempt our anger thus far,
if their fituation did not fcreen them from its fury.

Fap. XCVI. Tke Jack and the Mullet.

A Jack was by the force of the ftream carried
down a river into the fea; where he began
immediately to boaft of his high nobility, and held
all the fea-fith in the utmoft contempt. A fine red
Mullet, who fwam near him, offended at his
infolence, faid thus, You are a faucy Fack, and
give



1§ HSOP's FABLES

give yourfelf a great many airs : but if you was
faken in company with a Mullet, and carried to
market, you might foon judge of your nobility
and worth ; I fhould be ferved up to the tables of
the great, and you would be devoured by the vulgar,

R L ke U

Boaft not your titles and your birth,

But reft your fame on real worth :

What boots your blood 2 there is more good i
The blood, that’s in a good black-pudding.

Aspepid € AT T O N.

When we go among ftrangers, we thould be cau-
tious not to give them a bad impreflion of us, and
particularly not to offend them by haughtinefs and
fupercilious behaviour. It may very probably hap-
pen, that we arc in company with perfons, who
are in every refpect our fuperiors ; among whom
we ought at leaft to conduét ourfelves with decency
and civility. Contempt of others is founded on our
high opinion of ourfelves, which however we often
entertain without any good reafon; and no one will
excufe this partiality in favour of our own excellent
qualities, when we are fo unwilling to extend it to
thofe of other people. He muft have a very fettled
complacency in his own merit, who is fure at firft
fight, that every body he fees Is infinitely his infe-
rior; and whenever he betrays this ridiculous
pride and vanity in his converfation, he will feldom
f2il to meet with fome, who will refent his imper-
tinence, and convince him of his folly and in-
fignificance. :

FABLE
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Fas. XCVII. The Fowler and the Lark,

=2 = ==

Fowler having takema Lark in a fnare, the

poor Bird could not help deploring his hard

fate in the following manner. Unhappy thatI am!

While the eagle, the hawk, and the vulture deal

deftrution, unpunifhed, to all the birds in the air, I
fhall lofe my life for taking a fingle grain of corn.

M GsR - A L
The needy culprit, that attempts to fleal
Your purfe, the vengeance of the law jball feels
But he, that robs bis country, is [o great,
None dare arraign the minifler of flate.

AP PR AT O N

Corruption is {o interwoven in our natures, that
it is fure to make its way into all ftates, under
every form of government. The form indeed
may be perfect in theory, but while kiugdomﬁs:

mu
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muft be filled with human creatures, fuch perfec-
tion can never be reduced to pradice. Intereft
will always have great fway in low and unprincipled
minds and while the vices of the vulgar are
feverely punifhed, juftice will fometimes ftrain hard
to wink at the offences of the great and powerful.
However, let no one, who violates the law, reft his
defence on this plea; for, though injuries, commit-
ted by his fuperiors, ought not to efcape with im-
punity, yet his own crimes neverthelefs deferve
punithment. . Hence we may alfo draw a hint, not
at all unworthy of our attention, to endeavour to
preferve our own integrity unfhaken in the midft
of iniquity, and to fhew ourfelves unftained by the
corruption of the times.

Fap. XCVIIL. Jupiter and the Afs.

N Afs belonging to a farmer, who gave him
much work, and little meat, prayed Jupiter

to let him have another mafter. Jupiter configned
him to a tyler ; with whom the Afs finding that he
laboured
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laboured ftill harder, incarrying heavy loads of clay,
bricks and tyles, petitioned Jupiter to change his
place of fervitude once more. Upon this, Jupiter
made him over to a Tanner. Here the Afs, being
worfe fed, and more cruelly treated than he had ever
been before, and daily beholding the nature of his
new mafter’s employment, could not help exclaim-
ing in this manner. Fool that I was, to leave milder
mafters to come to this tyrant, who not only makes
my life miferable, but who, I perceive, will even
belabour my hide after I am dead!

M* i R AT
The man whofe fizkle mind with difcontent

Is ever wav'ring, and on changes bent,

Give him bis wifb, be needs no greater curfe
Than change from good to bad, from bad to warfa,

AP B AT O N

No leflon is more frequently inculcated in the
courfe of thefe fables, than that we fhould be con-
tent with our own fituation, and that innumerable
calamities attend any rafh attempt to alter our con-
dition. It is indeed hardly poffible to enforce any
rule, which is of more confequence to the happi-
nefs of our lives, or more neceffary to a prudent re-
gulation of our condut. Every flation has it’s
inconveniencies, and it is better to bear with thofe
which we are accuftomed to endure, and of which
we know the utmoft extent, than by aiming at the
feeming advantages of another way of life, to fubject
ourfelves alfo to it’s miferies, which may perhaps be
greater than thofe which we groan under at prefent.
There is a ftrange propenfity in our nature for every
man to fuppofe his own lot to be the moft mifer-

able,
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able, and therefere each concludes that any change
muft be for the better; a ridiculous notion, of the
falfliood of which it is very unhappy to be too
late convinced by woeful experience.

Fasre. XCIX.
The Jack-Daw and the Pigeons.

Jack-Daw, feeing the Pigeons in an adjacent
dove-houfe to be well-fed and taken care of,
whitened his feathers, and went among them, dif-
guifed like a Pigeon, in order to enjoy the fame
benefits. He remained for fome little time filent
and undifcovered, but as foon as he began to chatter,
the Pigeons immediately deteGted him to be an ar-
rant Daw, and drove him out as a cheat. He then
made the beft of his way to his brother Daws
2gain ; but they, not knowing him in mafquerade,
drove
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drove him out likewife : fo that by endeavouring to
fecure himfelf a fettlement with two parties, he
was finally admitted by neither.

MO R A L.

So fares the patriot, that, now Ny MOW 0Uty
Fyom court to country eften veers about 5
*Till neither for the turncoat care a fig,
IV ham whigs call tory, and whom tories whig.

APPLICATION,

Our choice of parties hould be determined by
confcience and principle ; and when that choice 1s
once made, nothing but the moft cogent reafons,
drawn from the firiCteft notions of honour and
integrity, fhould snduce us to defert it.  But he that,
for the fake of advancing his intereft, or induced
by any (elfifh views, leaves his old friends, and goes
over to another party, merits the fcorn and con-
tempt of both, and ‘hdeed feldom meets with the
confidence of either. Perfons of fuch unfteady prin-
ciples are commonly regarded with jealous eyes:
Notwithftanding their pretence of having been
brought into this meafure from a thorough convic-
tion of their former €rror, their {incerity 1is ftill
doubted ; and they-are commonly imagined to have
been rather influenced by private views, than by a
defire of promoting the publick welfare. It has
more than once happened, that a mean trimmer of
this fort has become the object of univerfal hatred
and derifion, and been defpifed and neglected by
parties of all denominations.

FABLE
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FARSC: Thy Sow aud the Bitch.

A Bitch was once boafting to a Sow, that fhe

brought more young ones into the world at
a litter than any other four-footed anjmal. Ay,
replied the Sow, but then you are in fuch a violent
hurry, that you bring your puppies into the world
nine days before they can fee.

Mo 05 R VA
Boafl not the numerous Producls of your brain,
Coneerv’d with rapture, though not born in pain !
But know, to check your pride, pert firibbling Jry!
The brats, So quickly born, as quickly die.

APPLICATION.

Toe much hafte and precipitation are to be care-
fully avoided in aj] our undertakings ; but the mean-
ing of this fable feems to point fo dire&tly at authors,
that it is almoft impoffible to mifs fuch a natural and
obvious application of it. Thefe gentlemen are in-
deed unpardonable, when they obtrude their hafty
compofitions on the publick, without having ma-

turely
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turely formed their plan, and duly weighed eve
part of their performance, endeavouring to render it -
as perfet as they are ab}e, and to obviate, as far a5
peflible, all objections, that may be raifed againt
it. He who writes a fpreat deal, muft neceflarily
write very incorrectly, and publith his works, be-
fore they are made worthy of the perufal of men of
letters. In thefe times, books are not written, but
manufactured, under the dire@ion of thofe heay
tafk-mafters, the bookfellers ; in whofe opinjon, he
is the ableft writer, who puts his works out of hand
with the moft notable expedition. The prefs groans
under the weight of daily, weekly, and monthly
publications, defigned, conceived, and executed with
equal rapidity, to the equal honour of the hireling
fcribbler, and the fuperior genius, whe planned the
noble fcheme, the bookfeller,

Fas. CI. The Fox and the Boar.

AF ox feeing a Boar ferioufly employed in whet-
ting his tutks againft a tree; faid to him,
How now, what do you mean by thefe formidable

preparations ?
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preparations ? You are fcouring up your old rufty
armour, when there is no enemy. Perhaps fo, re-
plied the Boar, butI thought you had fenfe enough
to know, that it is a good thing to be prepared againit
the worft that can happen.

M, Qs B A s
Wife are the people, who in peace prepare
Their fleets and armies for the diflant war
Who né’er in treaties and conventions trufl,

Nor leave the fword, though it be fbeath’'d, to ruff.
A-P. B L1CA T EQN

-~ Many evils and calamities may fall fuddenly on
thofe perfons, who make no provifion againft un-
toward accidents. Such negligence and remiffnefs
leaves them open to. the attacks of their enemies,
who may, at any time, be fure of fucceeding in any
defigns againft-them,, by. watching a.favourable op-
portunity of taking them by furprize. One of the
main branches of prudence is to loek forward to
probable contingencies, and thence to make ufe of
the propereft precautions toward off any misfortuncs,
likely to arife from them. To be taken unawares,
~ like drunken foldiers afleep on their pofts of duty,

is unbecoming the charaéter of a2 man of fenfe and
reflection ; befides that, by being totally difcon-
certed with fudden terror and amazement, we are
unable to colle¢ our faculties in an inftant, and are
born down by flight difficulties, from which we
might otherwife have extricated ourfelves with eafe
and addrefs: for he that expells. the approach of
evils will not be difmayed, and he that is prepared te
encounter them, is moft likely to overcome them.

FABLE

|
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Fag. CII. The Wolf and the Kid.

Goat going out to feed fhut up the Kid at

home, charging him to open the door to no-
body, till her return. Soon after her departure,
the Wolf, who had overheard thefe orders, knocked
at the door, and imitating the Goat’s voice, com-
manded it to be opened. Knock again, faid the
Kid difcovering the deceit, for though you fpeak
like a Goat, I can fee plain enough through the
window that you are an arrant Wolf, ~

MO Rl AR

Sweet mifs I when left alone, no guardian nigh,
If thus the lover fawn, and cant, and lie,

O call mamd’s advife to your alftftance,

And keep the fly diffembler at @ diffance !

APPLI-
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AP PL T'C/A ST OAN.

Since deceit and hypocrify fo much prevails among
all ranks of mankind, it is no wonder that crafty
and ill-meaning people thould watch every opportu-
nity to entrap the innocent and unwary'; and as it is
particularly the nature of youth, to a&t openly them-
felves, they are not apt to fufpect others, and con-
fequently are liable to fraud and impofition. Young
perfons therefore cannot be too much upon their
guard againft the artifices of defigning people. Every
beautiful woman is furrounded by men, who would
undermine her virtue, and every man of fortune is
befet with rogues and tharpers. At their firft fettin
out in life, while they are yet young and inexperi-
enced, thefe artful villains, get about them, and
under fpecious pretences of affection and regard,
often effect the ruin of the weak and infufpicious
of both fexes. It thould therefore be duly confi-
dered by thofe who are juft beginning to make their
way in the world, that their parents are capable of
giving them advice of the utmoft confequence to
their future welfare. They fhould not be too con-
fident in their own ftrength and wifdom, which have
never been put to the trial ; or giddily deride the
fage maxims, earneftly and affeCtionately inculcated
by their friends and relations ; but rather by paying
due attention and deference to fuch kind monitors,
enfure their own happinefs, fafely defended from the
temptations of paffion, and the fnares of artifice.

Y

FABLE
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Fag. CIII. T%e Goat and the Lion.

Lion, feeing a Goat walking on a high rock,
advifed him to defcend from that difagreeable
fituation, and take his pleafure in the green meadow.
Perphaps I fhould, replied the Goat, if you was
not there; but I know very well that your advice is
not given for the fake of my good, but mérely to

have an opportunity to gratify your own voracious
appetite.

M-O=:R A: L.
Whatever it bey be fure you think twice,
E’er you venture to follow a flranger’s advice :
Though he feem to confider your welfare alome,
Never doubt *tis at leaft with a glance at his own.

S BEPLLC AT O N:

Sincerity is fo rare a virtue, that a certain degree
of fufpicion is hardly to be accounted a vice.

Warm profeflions of friendfhip -thould not be t>o0
_ I much
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much relied on, and we fhould confider ferioufly
whether they ought not to awaken our caution,
rather than excite our gratitude. A difinterefted
advifer is indeed a very valuable friend ; but when
the advice feems more calculated for the benefit and
advantage of him who gives it, than of him that
receives it, we fhould look on fuch falfe friendfhip
with fcorn, and reject fuch dangerous advice.

Fas. CIV. The Ape and the Fox.

NCE upon a time the beafts had a ball, at

which the Ape diftinguifhed himfelf fo remark-
ably in dancing, that they immediately chofe him
for their king. The Fox, difgufted at the new mo-
narch, having feen a trap not far off baited with
fleth, led the Ape thither, telling bim that it was
a treafure, of which he thought himfelf in duty
bound to acquaint his majefty, to whom it belonged

as a part of his royalty. The Ape, {kipping nim-
bly
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bly to feize the treafure, found himfelf caughtin a
trap, and accufed the fox of treachery and difloyalty.
An’t pleafe your majefty, replied the Fox laughing,
when apes are created kings, the throne itfelf makes
them as ridiculous as a trap.

‘M O R A L
. WWhen nations raife an ideot tothe throne,
He fhews the people’s weaknefs and bis own.

APPLICATION.

T he exaltation of folly and weaknefs, only ferves
to render it more confpicuous.- A fool may fteal
unnoticed along the filent walks of life, but when he
is placed in the midft of fplendor and dignity, his
grandeur {its fo eminently ridiculous upon him, that
we imagine him to be placed there, like the monkey
in the temple, rather to be mocked, than worfhip-
ped and adored. Ignorance, therefore, and folly,
as well as vice, is particularly inexcufable in the
great. The eyes of the reft of mankind are all
turned upon them ; we look up to them for inftruc-
tion and example, and their deficiency in morals,
never fails to move our contempt and indignation.
It is nota King alone, to whom this fable is di-
rected, but to every perfon of fuperior rank and
dignity, admonifhing them to render themfelves
worthy ornaments of their exalted ftations, by the.
encouragement of arts and {ciences, and the pro-

motion of virtue.

12 FABLE
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¥FaB.CV. The F ir—_tree and the Bramble.

A Lofty Fir-tree, proud of his dignity, is faid
once to have exprefled himfelf with great con-
tempt of the Brambles ; boafting that he was tall and
ftately, that he provided furniture for magnificent
apartments, and mafts for the nobleft veflels: but
that Brambles were low and contemptible, mean,
and good for nothing. True, haughty Fir, faid
a Bramble juft beneath him, but when the ax comes
to be laid at your root, how defirous will you be to
change conditions with the vileft fhrub in the foreft !

M O R A L

Minions of fortune, pillars of the [late,

Round your exalted heads what tempefls low’r !
YWhil peace fecure, and [oft contentment wait
On the calm manfians of the humble poor.

APPLI-
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Pride is the moft odious, and moft improper for
mankind, cf all.vices. Where is the great difference
between one man and another, that any one fhould
think himfelf {o fuperior to his fellow-creatures, and
affect to look down on theni with contempt and
difdain? Let him who exults in his wealth and
greatnefs reflect, that his triumphant fituation ex-
pofes him to many misfortunes, from which the meain
and needy are exempted. He is the butt of envy,
the mark of malice, and the prey of the defigning
knave and open robber. A time may come, when his
honours will prove fnares, to convert his glory into
fhame ; and when, in fpite of his pride, he will be
tempted to with for the poverty of the wretch he
defpifed, for the fake of enjoying the fame fecurity.

Fas. CV1. Tke Parrot and bis Cage.

Beautiful Parrot, that belonged to a Lady,
( & was kept in a fine Cage, fed with the choiceft
meats, ftroaked and fondled by his miftrefs, and

33 treaied
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treated with the greatelt tendernefs by the whole
family. Yet in fpite of the happinefs of this fitu-
ation, the filly bird was difcontented, could not
brook fuch a confinement, and imagined that he
Ioft many comforts by being deprived of his liberty,
which he determined to regain the firft opportunity.
Not long after, the door of his Cage being acci-
dentally left open, out he flew into the woods, in
queft of thofe joys, which his fancy had promifed
him ; but, alas! he found too foon how grofsly he
had deceived himfelf. Night came on, a ftorm arofe,
he had no Cage to fhelter him, no miftrefs to pro-
him, he was unfkilled to build himfelf a neft, unable
to procure himfelf food, and amidft the diftrefles of'
tempeft, cold, hunger, and defpair, he gave up his
breath in thefe words : Foolifh and unhappy bird !
to leave the comforts. of ~yeur. Cage for fancied
joys, which end ih real mifery and death.

Thus the fond girl, deluded by vain hapes,

Flies t0.a rogue, and from her frionds elspes :

Now left to fhame and want fhe mourns her folly,

Condemn’d to Jlarve, or wor[é — Alasy poor Polly

APPLICATION.:

There is a certain fpirit of reftlefnefs and difqui-
etude inherent in fome minds, which will never
fuffer them to be eafy in any fituation : They figure
to themfelves ideal fcenes of happinefs in another
ftate, and by the help of a perverted imagination,
give ecry profperous circumitance relative to their
own condition, the air of a curfe. Great alliances
and powerful conneltions, are ftiled fervitude and
dependance ;
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dépendance ; and the being well fettled is called a
miferable confinement. Thus urged by wrong mno-
tives, they too.often quit the comforts already in
their pofleffion, to perfue phantoms of happinefs,
which betray them to their ruin. Whoever feels
himfelf tranfported with the fuppofed felicity of ano-
ther’s condition, fhould refle&, that there muft be
miferies cleaving toit, with'which he is unacquainted:
and further, that fuppofing it really a ftate of blifs
to another, it is very probable that it would bring
many misfortunes on himfelf; fince he would enter
unexperienced into a new way of life, for which he
is perhaps wholly unfit, though he gives up at'the
fame time his prefent certain happinefs to purchaf
wretchednefs and diftrefs.

Fas. CVIL. Tke Dog invited to Sup er.
AT > :

Gentlemen having invited feveral friends to
fupper, his Dog thought proper alfo to in-

vite a friend of his own, another Dog, to fup with
14 him
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him 1n the kitchen. The Dog, who was the gueft,
ran into the kitchen, and began to fmell about and
to lick his lips, and wag his tail, promifing himfelf
a molft exquifite repaft from fuch delicious fare.
But the cook perceiving this ftrange Dog about the
houfe, took him up flyly by the hind legs, and
whirled him cut at the window. The Dog, hurt
by falling on the ftones, began to howl and yelp,
and drew feveral other Dogs about him, who in-
quired how he had been entertained. O, charm-
ingly, faid the Dog, cnly T ate and drank till I
{carce knew which way I eame out of the houfe.

SNy RV

The glutton thus that eyes flefb, Jowl, and fifh,
Thinks not difeafes lurk in every difb

Buty ab; too foon the wretch fhall find it out,
Tortur'd by fevers, dropfies, flone, and gaut.

APPLICATION.

How often are we tranfported with joy at events,
which are the caufe of all our misfortunes! To gain
a miftrefs, to fucceed to a great fortune, or to carr
any other favourite point, has often made thofe hearts
groan with anguifh, which beat with joy at the firft
moments of fuch imagined happinefs. Nothing
flatters the pride of the young, the vain, and the
ambitious, fo fenfibly, as a free admiffion to the
company and converfation and the tables of the
great.  T'o hear one’s wit applauded, to have one’s
tafte confulted, and one’s opinion defired by per-
fons of eminence; to receive cards of invitation
from his grace, or my lord, are indeed very delight-
ful circumftances, and as apt to make a giddy head
turn round, as their lordfhips rich wines to produce

intoxication,
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intoxication.  Yet thefe very circumftances have
undone many, who have been ruined by the means,
which they thought the fureft methods of making
their fortunes ; and many a man who at ﬁrﬁ dined
at a great man’s table to gratify his vanity, has at
Jaft withed for the run of his kitchen merely for the
fake of a good meal. :

Fag. CVIII. The Mice 11 Council.

HE Mice once called a cabinet Council in

the bread and cheefe cupboard, to devife
means of fecuring their lives and properties from the
ravages of the cat. Many fchemes were propoted ;
at laft one, who was efteemed a young Moufe cf
promifing parts, told them, that there was no way
of being {ecure from the inroads of the Enemy, ex-
cept the tying a bell about her neck, whick would
always give them notice of her approach. This
fcheme was univerfally approved : but when they
ls came
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came to confider the means of putting it in praice,
and who fhould undertake ijt, there was not a
Moufe in the cupboard that could point out the
method of doing it, or who would attempt to
carry it into execution.

M OB AT
S¢ A4 thought ts quell him gomes into my head :
¢ No way fo proper as to kill him dead,
“ O mirace of wifdom! 7rare fuggeftion!
“ But how? or who’stodoit? That’s the Queftion
' DraGoN oF WANTLEY.

APPLITCATION

There isa wide difference between theory and
practice. It is eafy to devife fchemes, to defcant
‘on their utility, nay to prove them almoft to demon-
ftration, when after all nobody can attempt the per-
_formance of them. How many politicians have
drawn up the moft numerous armies upon paper,
which no general could ever colle& to bring them into
the field ! Recruits are eafily raifed by the ftate ferib-
lers, at no greater expence than a fingle dafh of the
pen, though they are found to come in very flowly
at the drumhead. ‘The national debt has frequently
been paid with equal facility. Millions are levied
with no greater refources, than a profufion of cyphers,
which fcarce coft the proje&or a dip of ink. But,
alasy in human affairs matters are feldom brought
about with fo much readinefs. Practicable plans
are not hit upon in an inftant; but almoft every
{cheme of operation is difcovered by long meditation,
and executed not without much toil and labour.

FABLE
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Lion hearing a difmal fort of found, frarted with
amazement, and then ftood quaking for fear,
expeéting fome dreadiul moniter to butft forth upot
him. In the midft of his apprehenfions, 2 jittle Frog
leaped from the lake, and fat croaking on the bank. -
The Lion, offended with himfelf for having been fo
much alarmed on fo ridiculous an oceafion; vented
his {pleen on the innocent caufe of his weaknefs, and
crufhed the poor Frog to pieces. .
M O.R A L
Ew'n o'er the brave unmanly fears trevail,
The nurfe’s legends o the. grandan’s tale ;
Till by the trifling bugbear [car’d no more,
With fbame they [purn at what they fear'd before.
APPLICATION :
There aré no minds, however great'aﬁd noble,

But what retain fome Little leaven of human weak-
nels,



180 A SOP’s P AiBil: E-S,

nefs, fufficient to remind them that they are mortal,
Heroes have been difmayed by a cloudy day, oran
hollow blaft of wind 5 and many a man who would
face an enemy in the field witheyt fear, has turm’d
pale at the fight of a fpider, or at the fpilling of falt.
Thefe, however, are infirmities, which dim the luftre
of brilliant chara@ers, and if not {fubdued, will fre-
quently difgrace them.  Such jdle apprehenfions
will, by indulgence, grow up into habitual fedr,
and the mind will at laft entirely lofe it’s ftrength
and firmnefs. The trifles that often difmay us,
muft alfo upon difcovery render us ridiculous, For
what can be more abfurd, than to behold a com-
mander of legions, who would hear the roaring of
cannon with indifference, trembling at the whifper-
ing of the reeds; or to fee a Lion quake at the’
creaking of a Frog ?

Fas. CX. The Fox in the Well.

‘ AF ox having tumbled into a well, a Wolf came
and peeped over the brink of jt, faying, Ah
poor
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poor Renard, 1 pity your misfortune! Prithee, my
dear friend, faid the Fox, do not ftand thaking your
head and pitying me, but contrive fome means of
helping me out of the well.

MO R A B
¢ *Tis true you'll find
<« Some friends fo kind,
¢ Theyll give you good counfel themfelves to defend
« In forrowful ditty
<« They promife they pity,
<< But /bift you for money from friend to friend.”
BecGcAr’s OPERA,

A PR GBS0 N

There is a kind of affe€&ed compaflion, which
many are fond of difplaying on all occafions, which
is in fact nothing better than downright infolence.
‘The unfortunate are indeed often openly derided by
the ungenerous and inhumane; but this falfe pity is
an indire&t infult, more bitter perhaps to thofe to
whom it is offered, as it takes away the power of
refentment. The cold and unfeeling exclamation
of ¢ Poor fellow! I pity him!” is more frequently
intended as an infinuation of the fufferer’s mifcon-
du&, than as an intimation of a defire to ferve him.
If we would really manifeft our forrow for the fuf-
ferings of another, ‘let our friendfhip be fthewn in
endeavouring to relieve him ; and if that is impof-
fible, let us not offend his fenfibility, and add to
the anguith of a delicate mind, by empty profef-
fions and unmeaning compafiion. Let us rather re-
fle&, how much we thereby increafe the load of his
diftrefles, and that the fum of all his unhappinefs
is comprifed in the very circumftance of his being

an object of pity,
FABLE
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Fas. CXI. TkeFowler and the Blackbird.,

A Fowler, being employed in laying his nets in
a field, a Blackbird, who was perched on an
adjacent tree, enquired what he was about. I am
building a houfe for the convenience and pleafure of
you birds, faid the Fowler. Indeed, replied the
Blackbird with a fneer, if you build fuch incommo-
dious.houfes, you muft not wonder if you have but

few lodgers.
MO R A L.

Thus crafty knaves, with politick pretence,
Thrive by their neighbour’s lack of care or fenfe ;
Each hope of mean advantage they difclains,
Self-int'reft flill and profit all their aim.

s v ok Sar 8 v o i B ESL L A

"The Fowler’s profeffions of friendthip to the birds,
while he aimed at their deftruction, may be paral-
leled by many inftances in real life; and it wure to

be
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be withed, that thofe who are thus employed in plant-
ing nets for others, always.met with perfons of as
much fagacity and penetration, as the Blackbird in
the fable. Tt behoves the young and inexperienced
to beware of counterfeits, for fuch are abroad : and
we fhould give no more credit to the fine {peeches
of pretended difintereftednefs, proceeding from un-
tried friends, than to the pompous profeflions of the
mountebank, who declares that he does not get
a farthing by his medicines, thit they are worth
their weight in gold, and that he only fells them
for the good of the publick. Thus he commits the
greateft injuries under the pretence of friendfhip; and
poifons his fellow-creatures out of mere benevolence.

Fas. CXII. The Hare and the Tortoife.

* Hare laughing at the flow crawling of a tor-
toife, Come, faid the Tortoife fmiling, I

will hold a wager that I outftrip you in a race,
and the Fox fhall be jud_e between us. The
Hare
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Hare laughed at the vanity of the Tortoife, and
agreéd to the propofal. They had fcarce ftarted
before the Hare had left the Tortoife almoft a mile
behind her ; upon which, thinking herfelf fecure of
vi&ory, fhe fquatted in fome furze, and went to
{leep, fure of overtaking the Tortoife the moment
the fhould awake. Pufs, however happened to
overfleep herfelf fo far, that the Tortoife crawled
gently on to the goal, and won the race, before the
Hare was awake again.

WESO R EAT T
¢ Pufs I though I own thy quicker parts,
 Things are not always won by flarts :
 You may deride my aukward pace,
““ But flow and fteady wins the race.

AP Rll B A RO TINY

The verfes here fubjoined to this Fable, by way
of Moral, are part of an elegant verfion of it, printed
in the ninetieth number of 7% ConNNOISSEUR;
nor can we add any thing better by way of Appli-
cation, than fome of thofe refletions, which ferve to
uitroduce the Fable, as publifhed in that ingenious
and agreeable performance.

¢« If we confider that part of our acquaintance,
““ whom we remember from their infancy, we
¢ fhall find, that the expe&ations we once enter-
¢ tained of their future abilities are in many in-
¢¢ ftances difappointed.  Thofe, who were ac-
¢ counted heavy dull boys, have by diligence and
¢¢ application made their way to the firft honours,
““ and become eminent for their learning and know-
¢« ledge of the world ; while others who were re-
“ garded as bright lads, and imagined to poffefs
¢ parts
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parts equal to any fcheme of life, have turned
out diffolute and ignorant; and quite unworthy
the title of a Genius. It is a fhocking draw-back
from a father’s happinefs, when he fees his fon
blefied with ftrong natural parts and quick con- -
ception, to reflet that thefe very talents may be
his ruin. If vanity once gets into his head and
gives it a wrong turn, the young coxcomb will
negleét the means of improvement, truft entirely
to his native abilities, and be as ridiculoufly
proud of his parts, as the brats of uality are
taught to be of their family. In the mean time
thofe, whom nature threw far behind him, are by
Application enabled to leave him at a diftance in
their turn; and he continues boafting of his
Genius, ’till it fubfifts no longer, but dies for
want of cultivation. Thus vanity and indolence
prevent his improvement ; and if he is to rife in
the world by his merit, take away the means of
fuccefs, and perhaps reduce him to very miferable
diftrefics. I know one of thefe early Geniufes,
who fcarce fupports himfelf by writing for a
bookfeller ; and another, who is at leifure to con-
template his extraordinary parts in the Fleet-
prifon. If we look into the world, we thall find
that the mere Genius will never raife himfelf to
any degree of eminence without 2 clofe and un-
wearied application to his refpeftive bufinefs or
profeffion. The Inns of Court are full of thefe
men of parts, who cannot bear the drudgery
of turning over dry Cafes and Reports; but,
though they appear ever fo eloquent in taverns
and coffee-houfes, not the neareft relation will
truft them with a Brief: and many a f{prightly
phyfician has walked on foot all his life, with no
more knowledge of his profeffion than what lies
in his periwig. For whatever opinion they them-
felves may have of their own parts, other per-
¢ fons
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“ fons do not' chufe to be bantered out of their
¢ eftates, or joked out of their lives : and cven in
¢ trade, the plodding men of the Ally would fore-
¢ tell the bankruptey of any wit among them, who
¢ fhould laugh at the labour of Accounts, or def-
¢ pife the ftalian Method of Book-keeping. Thus
¢ we fee, that parts alone are not fufficient to re-
¢ commend us to the good opinion-of the werld';
¢ and if not roufed and called forth by ftudy ‘and
¢¢ application, they would become torpid and ufelefs :
¢ as the race-horfe, though not put to drag a dray
¢ or carry a pack, muft yet be kept in exercife.”

Eas ORI 910 Copatyiningi

Certain Mifer, having hoarded up a large fum
of Money, hid it in a hole, which he dug
for that purpofe, in a neighbouring meadow, and
delighted himfelf with vifiting it every day. A La-
bourer in the ficld having difcovered the reafon of
the Mifer’s frequent eppearance in that place,

opened
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‘ opened the hole, and carried off the booty : but
the Mifer himfelf coming foon aftee, and mifling
his treafure, fell into agonies of grief, tearing his
hair, and uttering the moft difmal lamentations.
One of his particular acquaintance happening to
pafs by, and inquiring into the caufe of his forrow,
fpoke to him in this manner. Do not vex your-
{elf on this account ! You have, confidering your
difpofition, no real occafion for your forrow. “Take
a ftone, bury it in the fame hole, fancy it to be
gold, and vifit it every day, and it will be of full
as much ufe to you, as the treaiure which you
have loft. 5 ) :
MO R s L :
Poffeffing flll or plunder’d of bis gain,
Alike abfurd the Mifer’s joy or pam:

He counts it oer and o'er, curft if be Iofe
The fhining heap, which yet be dares not ufe.

APPLICATION.

We cannot receive too many leflons againft ava-
rice : for although it is fo odious, and, it may be ad-
ded, fo ridiculous a vice, that one would imagine
none but the loweft or weakeft minds could be in-
feGted with it, experience teaches us, that it is too
common a failing. Common fenfe indeed pronoun-
ces its abfurdity ; for where is the ufe of amafling
treafures to no intent but that of counting them
till they are rufty, and vifiting them fo frequently,
that we have no attention to any thing but our {trong
box? What are /ndia bonds and Bank bills more
than blank paper unlefs we put them to ufe? and
what is a guinea more than a counter, unlefs we
fhew its fuperior excellence by its utility? Prodiga-
lity is, indeed, by no means to be praifed or récom-

mended ;
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mended ; but, of the two, furely a profufe fquan-
dering of valuable things is more excufeable, than
fuch a niggardly management of them, as makes
us deny ourfelves the leaft enjoyment of bleflings
that lie within our power.

e ey
The Eagle, the Cat, and the Sow.

AN Eagle built her neft on the top of a tall

oak ; a Cat depofited her kittens in a hole in
-the middle; and a Sow laid her litter of pigs at the
root. Thefe various animals, being common inha-
bitants of one old tree, lived for fome time in feem-
ing happy neighbourhood: but at laft the Cat,
climbing up to the Eagle’s neft, filled her mind
with the moft terrible apprehenfions. We are ruined,
neighbour, faid the Cat: yonder Sow is determined

to root up the tree with her fnout, and when the
has
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has thus brought both our families to the ground,
will devour our young ones. After this vifit, fhe
crawled immediately down to the bottom of the tree,
to the Sow, telling her, that as foon as ever fhe
thould go out in fearch of food, the Eagle would
carry off her pigs, Having thus terrified both parties,
fhe retired to her own home; where, in order to
carry on the deceit, fhe fat watching in feeming fear
and anxiety all day, taking care to fteal out for
fuftenance in the night-time. In the mean time
the Eagle, in fear of the Sow, remained in her
neft ; the Sow, to prevent the defigns of the Eagle,
kept in her hole; till they were both ftarved with
their families, and became an ample prey to the
‘Cat and her Kittens.

MO R ALE,

U fares that neighbourboody where fland’rers meet
With eafy faith to back their bafe deceit :

From houfe to houfe the plague of difeord fpreads,
And brings down ruin on their haple[s heads.

APPLICATION

There is not a charalter in private life, more
villainous, or of a blacker die, than that of an incen-
diary. Incendiaries may be confidered as a fort of
malevolent beings, that act the part of evil angels,
involving mankind in misfortunes, and kindling en-
mities between the moft friendly neighbours and
deareft friends: their malevolent a&ions are, how-
ever, always intended to promote fome bafe pur-
pofes, calculated for their own advantage. It is
not fafe, therefore, to liften with too credulous an

gar
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ear to detra&tion. Violent abufe commonly carries
fome fecret meaning in it; and when we hear the
chara&er of a friend afperfed, and obferve any per-
fon remarkably affiduous to remove our good opinion
of him, we may almoft take it for granted that the
flanderer has no good intentions towards ourfelves.
Such uncommon vehemence to fet friends at vari-
ance, is difplayed in order to reap a wicked advan-
tage from their difference; and when each are
weakened by fuch unfortunate diflentions, the in-
famous incendiary turns the quarrel which he has
himfelf created between them, to the deftruétion
of both.

Fas. CXV. The Ball and the Goat.

ABul] being perfued by a Lion fled to a cave
for thelter; but a Goat, who was already
within, oppofed his entrance with his horns: upon

which the Bull bellowed forth thefc words, - Info-

lent
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lent oppofition! Now indeed you may prevent my
entrance with your horns, but if the Lion from ‘
whom I fly was abfent, I would foon teach you the |
difference between a Bull and a Goat.

M. Onm AT

O er-match’d, unaided, and his Jees at band,
Safely the coward may the brave withfland :
But think not, daflard, thus thy glories [hine ;
- He fears a gregter forcey, but feoffs at thine.

4PPLICATION,

Little minds are remarkably apt to betray them-
felves, when aceidents throw any" temporary ad-
vantages in their“wa.y; and. take 2 mean pride in
infulting their fuperiors, whom, perhaps, the pre-
fent occafion has rendered unable to refent the af-
front. But this low triumph, by which they mean
to exalt themfelves, is the fureft token of the po-
verty of their fpirit: for even an enemy, of 2 gene-
rous and noble difpofition, would fcorn to exult in
the diftrefs of an adverfary, and would not give place
to the abje® thought of calling him to the field
unarmed and defencelefs. Let fuch wretches be-
ware of dilplaying on too many occafions this mock
prowefs ! fince a time may come when they may be
made fenfible of their weaknefs, and be taught how
dangerous it is to think of infulting real valour and
merit with impunity.

i
o

Hr

FABLE
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Fas. CXVI. The Afs eating Thiftles.

N Afs, loaded with provifions, meeting with
fome Thiftles, began to devour them with
much greedinefs. In the midft of his coarfe repaft
he faid thus: The provifions I carry cannot feem
more exquifite to delicate palates, or more agree-
able to their appetite, than this harfh Thiftle is
to me. '
M O R A L
The peafant thus, with high ragouts not fed;
Dines on the coarfeft meat, and brownef! bread
For poignant pickle never at a lofs,
FVhile toil and hunger give the beft of fauce.

APPLICATION.

Temperance and exercife may be regarded as the
conftituents of natural luxury. It is not in the
power of the whole art of cookery, to give fuch



ABOPEAFABLES. 198

an exquifite relith and feafoning to a difh, as thefe
two will confer on the plaineft fare. Indolent epi-
cures have no true tafte: they fubfift entirely by
whets and provocatives of appetite; but he whofe
ftomach is braced and ftrengthened by exercife has
a2 whet within himfelf, which adds a poignancy to
every morfel that he eats. Providence feems to
have carved out it’s bleflings with an equal hand,
and what it has denied to the poor in one way, it
has amply fupplied them in another : if it has with-
held riches, it has given them a greater ftore of
health ; and if it has refufed them the means of
luxury, it has at leaft afforded them the means of
living as happily without it.

Fas. CXVII. The Brother and Sifter,

&~

| ACertain man had an ugly Daughter, and s
handfome Son. Thefe children being at

- play together one day in their mama’s room, the Bo
took occafion to run to the looking-glafs, admir-

K ing
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ing his own beauty, and fneering at the fame time
at the homely figure of his Sifter. The Girl,
piqued at fo grofs an affront, vowed revenge, and
ran immediately to the father with tears in her eyes,
to complain of her Brother’s infolence. The fa-
ther embraced and kiffed them both with great af-
fe@ion, and faid thus. My beloved Children, I
would have you both look attentively in the glafs
every day: You, Tom, {aid he, that you may learn
not to difgrace that form with vice or folly; and
you, my dear, f2id he turning to the Girl, that if
you are not quite fo beautiful as many others of your
fex, you may be admonifhed to make up for the
deficiencies of your perfon by the fuperior excel-
lence of your mind.

M O R A L

Lll-manners may deform the faireft faces

But gentlensfs gives ughnefs a grace:

Sure fnarling Veny’s beauty lefs we prize,
Than Pug’s black nofe with his good-natur’d eyes.

APPLICATION.

The neceffity of an internal Mirrour, wherceby
we may regulate our minds, as eafily as we adjuft
our perfons by a common Jooking-glafs, is finely
illuftrated in the following paffage from the 28th
Ne of The CONNOISSEUR.

¢ Nothing is a ftronger inftance of the goodnefs of
¢ the CREATOR, thanthat delicate inward feeling,
e {o ftrongly imprefled on every reafonable creature.
¢ This internal fenfe, if duly attended to, and dili-
< gently cherifhed and kept alive, would check
6¢ the finner in his carcer, and make him look back
: ¢ with
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with horror ‘on his crimes. An antient is
commended for withing that he had ¢ windsw in
his breaf?, that every one might fee into it : But
it is certainly of more con{quence to keep our-
felves free from the reproach of our own hearts,
than from the evil opinions of others. We
fhould therefore confider Confiience as a MiRr-
ROUR, in which every one may fee himfelf re-
fleCted, and in which every action is reprefented
in its proper colours.”

FasrLe CXVIIIL
The Afs, the Lion, and the Cock.

ONCE upon 2 time an Afs was feeding with

a Cock, when a Lion coming to attack the

Afs, the Cock began to crow; upon which the
Lion (who is faid to fear the crowing of a Cock)
immediately fled. The Afs, imagining that He had
put the Lion to flight, perfued him; but in a fhort
time, when they were no longer within the hearing

K2 of
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of the Cock, the Lion turned about, and feizing
the Afs, prepared to devour him. Foolifh and
mad that I was, faid the Afs, te fuffer my vanity
to lead me into dangers, which, if T had not
thwarted my good fortune, I might have avoided !

B b s R oS,

Thus bullies bluf} with coats of red when gracd,
By fwagg’ring, often get their jackets lacd.

APRLICA T-IO:N.

Vanity and inability are the moft unfortunate
affociates : the firft leads us into difficulties, and the
latter makes it impoffible for us to extricate our-
felves. Many a fool, and many a coward, might
have carried their fear and ignorance to the grave
without detection, if their abfurd defire of appear-
ing perfons of more than ordinary fenle and cou-
yage, had not betrayed their real chara&er. One
would imagine, that the confcioufnefs of any defici-
ency would make us cautious of involving ourfelves
sn fituations, wherein our defeéts would become vifi-
ble. Yet almoft every fool is fond of fhewing his
parts, and every coward of difplaying his courage:
in confequence of which, the dunce becomes the
‘object of public ridicule, by tempting the fpleen of
fome real wit ; and the vanity of the coward ex-
pofes him to chaftifement, from which his' pufil-
lanimity cannot defend him.

%

FABLE



HESOPY FABLE.S 197
FaB. CXIX. The F rog and the Moufe.

Sa

S

HE Frog, having quarrelled with the Moufe,

wrote him a challenge, which the Moufe
accepted, and they both entered the field armed with
a bulruth, A kite, hovering in the air, faw the
duel ; and while the combatants were folely intent
on thrufting at each other, the kite foufed down
upon them, and carried them both off in his talons,

M@ R A LT,
Thus have I feen, when cruel Jrays enfuey
Twao flurdy watermen beat black and blue :
Wheny lo! from Wapping, whil, they ferce conteft,
A boatfwain comes, and both the chiefs are preft,

T S o 0 G ol B o i

It were to be wifhed that our modern duelifts
would confider this fable as addrefled to themfelves,
It was not indeed originally written with a view of

3 fuch
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fuch an application, but the moral might in that
licht be very ufeful. The trifles on which our
fine gentlemen arc often induced to ftake their lives
would render the vice itfelf rather ridiculcus than
terrible, if the confequences were not {o fatal and
alarming. A filly difpute in converfation, an abfurd
wager at an horfe-race, or perhaps an accidental
treading on the toe, have, each of them, occa-
fioned duels, and fet the befk friends tilting at each
other. Quarrels founded upon trivial grounds render
both the parties objects of contempt, and if any
untoward accident  befalls them, it excites our
laughter inftead of our compaffion.

Fasre CXX,
The Hufbandman and the Stork.

N Hufbandman, whofe corn-fields were over-
A run with geefe and cranes, laid a net, and
took a great number of them, and among them a
fingle Stork, The poor Stork implored mercy,
faying,



ESOP's FABLES. + 199

faying, that he was quite innocent, that he was
neither goofe nor crane, but the beft and moft virtu-
ous of all the birds in the air. This may be all very
true, faid the Hufbandman, but fince you was taken
in company with geefe and cranes, you muft alfo
fhare the fame fate with them.

M. . R A L

The yonath to temperance in vain pretends,
Who goes to taverns, and makes rakes bis friends 3
As maidens, who would live without a_flainy

Should never chufe to fodge in Drury-Lane.

APPLICATION.

The world will always form an idea of the cha-
raCter of every man from his affociates. Nor is
this rule founded on wrong principles; for, gene-
rally fpeaking, thofe who are conftant companions,
are either drawn together from a fimilitude of man-
ners, or from fuch a fimilitude to each other by dail
commerce and continual converfation. If therefore
we are tender of our reputation, we fhall be parti-
cularly nice and delicate in the choice of our com-
pany : fince fome portion of their fame or infamy
muft unavoidably be refleCted upon us. It is not
enough to be virtuous ourfelves, but we muft be
cautious not to mix with thofe who are devoted to
any vices: for it, unfortunately, fo happens, that
although we cannot confer any degree of our
own credit on them, we may derive much dif-
credit, and incur much danger from fuch ill-chofen
companions.

) FABLE
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Fas. CXXI. The Fox and the Malk.
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FOX coming into a fhop where Mafks were

fold, took hold of one of them, which was
finely painted, and after furveying it for fome
time, with an odd mixture of contempt and ad-
miration, burft forth into the following excla-
mation. Alas! alas] What a fine head is here
without any brains ! :

M O R A1,

TH accomplifi’d beau, in air and mein bhow bleft,
His hat well-fafbion’d, and bis hair well dreft,
Fs yet undreft within: To give bim brains
Exceeds his batter’s or his barber’s pains.

APPETICATION.

What can be more deceitful than outward ap-
pearances ! and how many fine gentlemen are there
that want common fenfe! A fmooth addrefs and

plaufible
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plaufible behaviour may indeed recommend: the fops,
whom it varnithes, to the good opinion- of the
ignorant and fuperficial ; but never fails to excite
invincible contempt in men of fagacity and pene-
tration. 'This fable, therefore, ought to ferve us
as a leflon to learn the great confequence of cul-
tivating our underftandings; fince no external cir=
cumitances of birth, figure, or fortune, unfupported
by improved talents, can fecure us from derifion, -

Fap. CXXII. Z%e Drunken Hufband,

- Woman, who had a2 Drunken Hufband, at-
tempted to cure him by the following ftra-
tagem. One night when he was brought home
quite loft in liquor, fhe ordered him to be laid in a
vault among the tombs, as if he was really dead,
inftead of being only dead-drunk. The next morn~
ing, when fhe thought her Hufband fufficiently
fobered, fhe went to the vault with a Platter in her

K's hand,
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hand, and told him in an hollow voice, that fhe
was the perfon appointed to bring vituals to the
dead. Victuals! faid the Hufband, do not talk to
me of victuals; but bring me fome drink for hea-
ven’s fake! The woman, enraged at fuch unex-
pected behaviour, could not help difcovering her-
felf, faying; Alas! my plot has failed ; and I have
only the mortification of difcovering that his habi-
tual drunkennefs is incurable.

M O R A L.
The Soty that evry day muft have bis fil,
His midnight gallon, and his morning gill,
Cries, while we live, let’s put the glafs about,
dAnd when we die Why then, the bottle’s out.

APPLAICATION,

When vices are grown into habits, our refor-
mation becomes defparate. Habitual vices in the
mind, like the Gout in the Conflitution, are never
to be thoroughly extirpated. But there is no vice
which gains an afcendant over us more infenfibly
or more incurably, than drunkennefs. A man,
who has once accuftomed his fltomach to that falfe
warmth, which liquor creates in it, is never eafy but
when he is toffing down that liquid fire, which is
fo neceflary to keep up that unnatural heat, to which
be has habituated his infide. ~What charatter in
fociety can be a more deplorable object than a con-
firmed drunkard ? He becomes unfit for bufinefs by
the gradual impairing of his intelleéts, and unable
to partake of pleafures by the decay of his confti-
tution. To the diforders which his intemperance
have brought on him, he finds himfelf tempted to
apply the fame dangerous palliative as a remedy é

all
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and goes on in a courfe of whets, cordials, and hard
drinking-bouts, till he falls a martyr to the vice, to

4

which he has {o long been a flave.

Fasre CXXIIL
The Fox and the Countryman.

AN

FOX, who was hard chaced, meeting with '

a Country-fellow, begged him to fave his

life by concealing him from the hunters, and
promifed in return never to deftroy any of his
poultry. The Countryman agreed to the con-
ditions, and covered the Fox over with ftraw.
Sooit after, the hunters came up, one after ano-
ther, enquiring of the Countryman, if be had
feen the Fox, ahd which way he had taken.
The Countryman told them that the Fox had
taken another way, but at the fame time nod-
ded and pointed immediately towards the fpot
where
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where he lay concealed. However, the fportf-
men, paying more attention to his words than
his geftures, followed his verbal dire&tions, and
went off. Upon which the Fox came out of
his hole, and the countryman bid him remember his
promife, for what I told the hunters, faid the
clown, has faved your life. True, anfwered the
Fox, (who had been peeping the whole time) your
words indeed were kind enough, but your altions
were not quite of a piece with them.

M- O R AT

Thus by the knave, in worldly guile adept,

Vows are perform’dy and promifes are kept =
True to the form, and fearful of offence,

Good foul! he fwerves from notbing but the fenfe.

APPLICA'TION.

Diffimulation and double dealing are in the num-
ber of the moft odious vices, and an hollow friend
is worfe than an open enemy. He leads you to
depend on him in the full confidence of friendfhip,
and ufes that confidence only to betray you. Truth
is a plain and open virtue, and cannot be prattifed
in part; and truth and fincerity are the fame:
wherefore he that equivocates, and adheres to his
promife in one fenfe, without preferving it invio-
lably in the full extent and meaning of it, departs
as much from truth and fincerity as the moft dire&
liar. This falfe pretence of keeping our word,
while we are breaking it in the grofleft manner, ra-
ther aggravates the fault, than palliates it, and in-
creafes the meafure of the guilt, as it makes the
confequences of it more dangerous. It is indeed
the meaneft of artifices, it is not even the vice of

a generous
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a generous mind ; it is at once a low trifling with
our own confciences, a bafe betrayal of our friends,
and an impudent affront to the omnifcienfe of the
Almighty. :

FarrLe CXXIV.
The Gods chufing * their Trees.

NCE upon a time the Gods affembled to
chufe the feveral Trees, which they would

each take under their protection. Fupiter chofe the
Oak, Venus the Myrtle, Apolls the Laurel, and
Cybele the Pine.  Minerva, wondering that they
all chofe barren trees, demanded the reafon. Be-
caufe, {aid Fupiter, we would not feem to barter
the honour we confer on them for the fruits which
they bear. Well, replied AMinerva, you may name
what Trees you pleafe, and for whatever reafon
you pleafe: the Olive fhall be my tree for the
fake
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fake of its fruit. Fupiter, aftonithed at the faga-
city of the Goddefs, fpoke thus. O daughter,
you are defervedly accounted wife : for unlefs our
altions are ufeful, our glory is ridiculous.

e R ATE,

Not then Britannia did in Fleets rejoice,
Or the flout Oak had been Minerva’s choice :
Their fairer fruits Jerener climes may boaf?,

Our Qak commands the fruits of ev'ry coafl.

APPLICATION.

We fhould be determined in our choice of
every thing rather by its ufe and excellence, than
by pomp and oftentation. ~ Aétions fhould be di-
re@ed to fome end; and unlefs they are calculated
to ferve fome beneficial purpofe, the more magni-
ficently they are ufhered in with noife and parade,
by fo much more are they eminently ridiculous.
The ladies may be inftructed from this fable, in
what manner to make choice of a hufband. Family,
perfon, or fortune, are but poor recommendations
in comparifon of integrity and good fenfe : worth-
lefs men, like barren trees, fhould be neglected
and difregarded. A man of parts and honefty will
abound in laudable ations, which like the richeft
fruits, will redound to profit and honour; but a
fellow over-run with vice and ignorance, will grow
up in fturdy wickednefs, be wholly ufelels as long
as he lives, and communicate joy only by his death ;
like a barren plant, which is of no ufe till it
is cut down,

FABLE
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Fap. CXXV. The Dog and the Sheep.
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; Dog alledged that a Sheep was indebted to

him to a confiderable amount, and fued him
for the pretended debt before the Kite and the Wolf.
The judges immediately pronounced a decree againft
the Sheep, upon which the Dog tore him to pieces
in fatisfation of his falfe claim, and divided the
fpoil with the judges, as a reward for the determi-
nation of the caufe in his favour.

M O R A L.

Whofe life is fafe, if try'd before a judge,
That to the haple[s prisner bears a grudge 2
Whofe praperty fecur’d from lawlefs fury,
If any private int'reft warps the jury?

APPLICATION.
Oppreflion will always fall on the innocent, when

power is Jodged in the hapds of wicked men, who
are
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are fwayed by intereft, and unreftrained by juftice.
It is in vain to oppofe fuch a ftrong and impious
combination ; and the only confolation left to worthy
men, is the confcioufnefs of their own integrity and
innocence.

Fasre. CXXVI |
The Fox and the Sick Lion.

-

THE Lion pretended to be fick, and moft of
the beafts, like loyal fubjeSs, went to vifit
his Majefty in his illnefs. ' The Fox, however,
would not' go near his den, upon which the Lion
fent him a meflage demanding his prefence, and
exhorting him to learn his duty from the example
of his fcllow fubje&ts, who had all attended him.
True, replied the Fox, they have all been to vifit
his Majefty, but pray who has ever returned from
* him? For my part, I am frighted by the prints of

theit
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their footfteps ; which all retain the marks of their
having gone into the royal den, but have not left
a fingle trace of their coming out again.

MR AR

Do not, advent’rous youth, too foon engage
In all the giddy wices of the age!

For be that enters on that beaten track,
Goes on without a thought of coming back.

ABPPLICATION,

Vulgar opinions are oftentimes nothing elfe than
vulgar errors : and it is but a poor excufe for ef-
poufing folly, that the multitude gives into it. Who
would travel in a dirty s‘gad, becaufe it is crouded ?
Nothing thews the folly“ind even vice of the popu-
lar notions more clearly, than the different ideas of
beauty and propriety, aswell as of right and wrong,
which prevail in different nations. There is no
opinion, however impious or abfurd, that has not
it’s advocates in fome quarter of the world. 'Who-
ever therefore takes up opinions upon truft, grounds
his principles on no other reafon, than his being a
native or inhabitant of the regions wherein they are
generally followed. T'ruth is negleGted or defpifed,
for the fake of falling in with the fafhion: and a
man of fuch a turn, would perhaps remain blind to
the light of Chriftianity, though it {thone before his
eyes, and become 2 difciple of Mahomet, or Confu~
cius, becaufe he had fixed his refidence in Turkey
or in China.

FABLE
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Fas. CXXVIL = Death and Cupid,

ONCE upon 2a time Cupid, in the heat of a
fummer’s day, went to repofe himfelf for a
few hours in a cool grotto, which food open before
him.  The place happened unfortunately to be the
cave of Death, whofe arrows mingling accidentally
with thofe of Cupid, the blind little deity, at his
departure gathered them up promifcuoufly, and car-
ried off many of the too fatal fhafts of Death in
his quiver, leaving fome of his own in their ftead,
Hence it happens, that a fhaft of Love fometimes
invades the bofom of the aged and infirm, and that
the youthful and blooming are fometimes fmitten
with the arrows of Death.

MORAL
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M O R A L

Difmal the office to let fall our tears

O’er a friend’s grave, cut off in youthful years;
But merry fure o fee a wretch love's Slave,

Hho has already one foot in the grave.

APPLICATION.

The fhiokes of death or fortune can only be la-
mented, and we-muft endeavour to endure them
with patience, fince mo human power can guard
againft them. But the intemperate dominion of
our paffions may, and ought to be, controuled :
nor ought we ever to labour more afliduouily to
keep them within bounds, than when we find our-
felves likely to be hurried away by vices, which
are not even the frailties incident to our time of life.
The heat of youth may fometimes be alledged as an
excufe, if mot as a defence, of many indifcretions :
but with what juftice can age be pleaded in mitiga~
tion of offences, which are foreign and unnatural
to our years! Age, when accompanied by wifdom
and morality, commands reverence and efteem ; but
when it adopts thofe manners, which the fervour
and inexperience of youth can hardly palliate, it
becomes much more culpable and ridiculous in it’s
dotage, than the flights and extravagancies of youth

itfelf.

& 3

FABLE
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AF oX having never feen a Lion, the firft time
he beheld him quaked for fear at the fight of
fo tremendous an animal. The fecond time that
the Lion came in his way, he was ftartled, but
not fo difmayed as the time before, But on his
meeting with the Lion a third time, he loft all his
former apprehenfions, went up to him, and faluted
him with the greateft familiarity. :

MO NRCHAT T
Obferve the great man’s look, bis voicey his nod!
Hes all a bero —nay, a demigod :
Familiar grown bis merits clofer fean,
Yor'll find his godfbip dwindle to a man.

APPLECATION,

It is a common, but true faying, that ¢ familj-
¢¢ arity breeds contempt.” The tempers and difpo-
fitions of men are never truly difcerned at a diftance.
Hluftrious perfons in particular, difclofe the dark

parts
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part of their charallers only to their moft intimate
and familiar acquaintance. Who, except his friends
and his famnly, knows more of a general than his
battles, or of an author than his books? Thefe
plead ftrongly in his favour, engage our love, and
excite our admiration : but it is obfervable, that
thofe who are immediately about the perfons of
eminent men,. for whatever qualities they may be
diftinguifhed, have always much lefs veneration for
them than the reft of the world. Thhis may happen
on ‘thefe two accounts ; firft, becaufe they who are
admitted to fuch intimacies, have opportunities of
defcrying many defets not fubject to the infpetion
of the reft of mankind: and, fecondly, becaufe men
are in general prone to deprecxate merit. The
firft’ of thefe reafons may ferve as a caution to the
great, and the fecond as a leflon to their followers.

Fasg. CXXIX The Cat and the Mice.

> l‘ d“w” E{ " .

HE Mice in a certain houfe, finding their
numbers every day diminithed by the rapine
.and voracity of the Cat, at laft refolved, for the
. public
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public good, that ne Moufe fhould venture down
to the lower part of the pantry, but preferve them-
felves in fafety on the upper fhelves. The Cat,
obferving their extreme caution, endeavoured to
draw them down to their old haunts by ftratagem ;
for which purpofe fhe fufpended herfelf by her hind
legs on a peg in the door of the pantry, from whence
fhe hung in an helplels manner, as if the had been
dead. A fly old Moufe, that peeped through a
cranny from the top of the pantry, and faw her
hanging in this pofture, cried out thus: Aha! my
old friend, are thefe your tricks ? they will never
thrive, take my word for it; for I would not truft
myfelf within reach of your paws, though I was
certain that you was as dead as the door-nail you
hang upen.

M. . Q. BohiilL,

Truft not a rogue, although bis eyes be clofe,
Nor if be fnore, believe bis bing nofe :
When budeft noife bis vocal noftrils make,
Then are bis thievifb fingers moft awake.

APPLICATIONR

We cannot be too much on our guard againft
fraud and impofition in general: but we ought par-
ticularly to keep alive our fufpicion of the artifices of
thofe who are naturally our enemies. Profeflions
of friendfhip and affeétion from former adverfaries
are fo. efpecially dangerous, that we cannot help
doubting the fincerity of fuch a fudden reconciliation:
To extend our caution ftill farther, and not to give
too eafy credit to their pretended want of power to
hurt us,. is certainly no bad policy. It may very

probably
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probably prevent our falling victims to fome fitbtle
ftratagem ; or at leaft, if it does not deliver us from

danger, it preferves us fecure from the rifk of in-
curring it,

Farre CXXX.
Tke Lion, the Bear, and the Fox,

ALion and a Bear, having killed a Fawn,
fought for the poffeffion of it. Their battle
was furious, long, and bloody ; and at length both
parties being tired out, they lay weary and. motion-
lefs near each other. In the mean time a Fox came
by, who, feeing the two combatants in that help-
lefs fituation, and the fpoil lying untouched between
them, took up the Fawn, and carried it off. The
two noble Brutes were ready to die with anger
and indignation at {o proveking a fight, but were
unable to take any further notice of it, than to

grumble
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grumble faintly, Fools that we have been, to la-
bour fo hard, and fight fo bloodily for the fake of
the Fox !

M O R A L

Contend not thus with inftruments of law,
More fatal far than brutal fang or caw ;
Lo, after many a Juit and long debate,
The greedy lawyers get the whole ¢ftate.

AP PET CATTFOMN 2

Violent difputes are commonly concluded to the
mutual detriment of both parties, and to the benefit
of fome other perfon, not originally interefted in
the difpute, but, however, deriving great advantage
from it in the end. The fiercenefs of the conten-
tion naturally tends to weaken and diftrefs each
of thofe who are engaged in it, and renders them
incapable of defending themfelves from the affaults
of enemies, who dared not to attack them, till the
fury of other quarrels had difabled them frem re-
fenting the affront. Diffention, like moft other
vices, thould be avoided from a political as well as
a moral confideration. This unquiet {pirit has fub-
jected the moft powerful ftates to the wanton ma-
lice of petty provinces. No nation, however great,
rich, . or .potent, can fuftain the devaftation and
diftrefles of a perpetual war; and when drained of
its riches, and deprived of its populoufnefs, the two
main finews of real grandeur, it will lay open to
infults from inferior powers, and even provoke their
infolent attempts.

W AH

FABLE
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FABLE CXXXI. iy
ZAfop and the Man bit by a Dag.

‘Man, who had been bitten by a Dog, dip-
ped a piece of bread into the wound, and-
gave it to the Dog to eat, having been told by
fome old woman, that it was a fure remedy for
the hurt he had received. ZEfop, happening to pafs
by at the time, afked the man, if he was in his
fenfes.  Why? faid the Man. Becaufe, replied
Aifop, confidering the prefeription, which you have
followed, to heal that wound, it will he a great
wonder, if you are not bitten by all the Dogs in
the town.

M O R A-E;
Coax not a villain, but his threats defpife,
Nor pay with cafb your ranfom, if you're wife
So fweet the penalty, ’tis all in vain,
Again be'll pilfer, to be brib’d again.
L ’ -APPLI-
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APP L 1TE AT T O-N.

Vice fhould always be confidered as the proper
objeét of punithment, and nothing fhould induce
us to connive at offences of an atrocious nature,
much lefs to confer rewards on the‘criminals. He
who from prudential miotives, as he apprehends,
not only winks at wickednefs, but beftows benefits
on a villain, is undoubtedly a fomenter of vice,
and a traitor to virtue. We fhould rather ftrive to
make virtue herfelf as tempting as poffible, and throw
out every allurement in our power to draw the minds
of the wavering and unfettled to her caufe : but if,
inftead of that, we annex profit to crimes, we lay
the foundation of immorality, and cannot admire,
if vices are multiplied, when the vicious meet with
fo much encouragement.

Lion, whofe former eruelty had created him
many enemies, lay at the point of death; on

which occafion feveral beafts took an opportunity of
revenging
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revenging the injuries they had received of him.
The boar wounded him with his tufks; the bull
gored him with his horns; and at length the Afs,
feeing that he might offer infults with impunity,
ftruck at him with his heels. Upon this the Lion
fetched a deep groan, faying, To be infulted un-
revenged, by the nobleft of animals is grievous, but
to be fpurned by an Afs is more cruel agony than

death itfelf,
' M O R AT

W hen men of injur’d worth, and noble fort,
Refent their wrongsy it is a juft rvetort:
But when each blockbead has bis coward fling,
Each pang of death receives a fbarper fling.

APPLTICAT EON

The fall from greatnefs and power is perhaps the
moft miferable fituation in human life. The re-
venges taken by thofe, whom we have formerly
offended, receive an additional force from the reflec-
tion of our late exemption from all attacks: But
when any petty adverfary manifefts his puny refent-
ment, the grofs affront to our former dignity gives
a ftrength to the infult, which the imbecility of
the enemy himfelf could not have conferred on it.
Wherefore, we fhould learn to ufe power with mo-
deration, left we fhould increafe our fufferings on
the lofs of it, by provoking the infolence of the
loweft of our adverfaries: though it muft be
obferved, that he who dares not to refent, till he
thinks his adverfary difabled from chaftifing his au-
dacioufnefs, gives no inftance of his magnanimity,
but rather contrives to render himfelf more remark-
able for his cowardice and meannefs.

L2 FABLE
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Fap. CXXXIIL The Old Woman and the Cafk.

1

i N Old Woman feeing an empty Butt lying

on the ground, which had been lately filled
with wine of the firft growth, the fcent of which yet
remained in the veflel, applied her nofe to the bung-
hole for fome time, and at laft broke out into the
following rapture 3 O charming fpirit! of how de-
licious a flavour muft thou have been, when the
very fcent of thy remains is fo exquifite !

MO R A
The liguor drawn cut to the very laf? flafk
Still the generous flavour furvives in the cafk :
So the witty, by time, of fome Jpirit bereft,
Have fiill a good fmatch of their excellence left.

APPLICATION,

A well-fpent youth makes an honourable old age.

The life of a wifc and good man, whan drawn to
the
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the very dregs and lees, ftill retains fome tafte of
its former excellence. On the contrary, the old
age of one, who has not endeavoured to cultiyate
his underftanding, is ridiculous. His behaviour is
abfurd, and his converfation infipid. We {hould
labour therefore affiduoufly to ftore our minds with
ufeful knowledge, and to improve our talents, du-
ring our youth, that, like wine of a good growth,
we may be better relithed when we are old : if we
neglect this neceffary care of our underftandings,
after the fire and fpirit of youth has worked off,
we fhall grow intolerable from age, as liquors of a
thin body, and vile quality, foon become vapid,

four, and good for nothing.
N

Fas. CXXXIV. The Horfe and the Af.

Horfe adorned with the moft magnificent trap-
pings, was galloping along the road, neighing
proudly, and champing his pompous bit. An Af,
heavy laden, came by chance in his way. QOut of
the way, thou vile beaft, faid the hauzhty fteed ;
L 3 how
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how dare Jou interrupt me in my career ! Out of
the way, I fay, or I will trample you under my
feet. The poor Afs, afraid to bray out a word in
return, quietly gave place : but the Horfe by going
madly on at full fpeed, broke his wind ; upon which
he was deprived of his fine faddle and bridle, and
fold to a carrier. Not long after the Afs met him
in his new trim, and befpoke him thus. Aha!
friend, is it you! where is your gilt faddle, and
elegant bridle now ! if you have loft them, it is to
be hoped that you have alfo loft your pride.

MO R AL
Proud of the cloaths, with which you are equipts

You of your pride may eaflly be fiript.

K PPLICATION.

The probable reverfe of fortune in all human
affairs, is a conftant leflon againft pride in all ranks
of mankind. There is no ftate, however exalted,
fo permanent, that it may not be reduced to a
level with that, which perhaps it is new inconfide-
rate enough to regard with an eye of contempt.
External bleflings are leaft of all to be confidered
as reafons for triumph and exultation. Intellectual
qualities may indeed be taken away by a fit of mad-
nefs, or a {{Yroke of the palfy : but the gifts of for-
tune, fuch as wealth or powerful connections, or
mere corporeal excellencies, fuch as, beauty or
health, may be wrefted from us by ten thoufand
accidents, and we may be rendered in an inftant
more deplorable wretches, than any we ever yet be-
held. Humility, therefore, fhould be ftudioufly cul-
tivated, as it adds a grace to our profperity, and is,
in fome meafure, a fhield againft the ftorms of

il fortune,
FABLE
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Fag. CXXXV. The Sow and tbe Wolf.

Sow, who had juft farrowed, lay in her fty

fuckling her pigs. A Wolf, who longed for
fuch a delicious morfel, came up to the Sow, and
told her, that if {he had a mind to go abroad her-
{elf for the fake of the air after her labour, he would
take the charge of her little family. No, [ thank
you, mafter Wolf, replied the Sow, the greateft fa-
vour that you can do to me and my pigs is to keep
your diftance, for the kindnefs- and good offices
of a wolf confift, not in his prefence, but in his
abfence.

M.OUR & GE
More fatal oft, in fmiles and fiatt'ry dre/?,
The feeming friend than ev’en the foe profefi:
The dev’l bimfelf a tempting outfide Shews,
And the Jame bufh bears thorns, that bears the rofe.

L3 APPLI-
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4P P LT CATE oW,

"T'here are many men, with whom it is dangerous
to have the leaft conne&tion, and with whom the
leaft commerce is certainly to our detriment. If we
accept of a preffered favour from them, the kind-
nefs will in the end thew itfelf to be an injury.
‘There is no method of guarding againft fuch peo-
ple, but by fequeftering onefelf entirely from their
fociety ; as there is no fafety from a thief but by
fhutting him out of your houfe.

Fap. CXXXVI. The Two Frogs.

Couple of Frogs lived very happily together

for fome time in a marfh, but at length in

the midft of a very hot fummer, the marfh being
diied up, they were obliged to look out for another
habitation.  After a long fearch they difcovered a
deep well, upon fight of which one of the Frogs
cried out in excefs of joy, Here is water in plenty!
Come
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Come, let us jump in direétly! Hold a minute,
f2id the other Frog, fuppofe the water fhould be
dried up here alfo, how could we contrive to get
up again ? , :
| MewarrRiN B
'Be-ware,Azf you're wifey left urg'd by diftrefs,

You incur greater evil, avoiding a lofs!
For. in human affairs many Jflations we meety
Where tis eafy to entery but hard to retreat.

APPEICA TH"@N:

We ought never to change our fituation in life,
without duly confidering the confequences of fuch
a change. Men of warm tempers are apt to re-
folve too haftily, and to embark in undertakings,
which involve them fo deeply, that they are un-
able to extricate themfelves from the diftrefles and
embaraflinents, which they occafion. But when
we propofe to ourfelves any addition to our hap-
pinefs, we ought to beware of plunging ourfelves
into new difficulties. If we were to inquire mi-
nutely into the caufes of the miferies of all thofe
wretches, that fall within our notice, perhaps the
greater part would be found to {uffer from their
own rafthnefs and precipitancy, rather than from
ill fortune. Alluring profpe&ts and promifing ap-
pearances will not deceive the fagacious and ex-
perienced 3 for -they will always look forward to
the end of things, and ftrive to fearch into the
probable events of altions, before they under-
take them.

Ls FABLE
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Farre CXXXVIL
fEfop and the Impertinent.

ESOP, having been to light a candle in

order to kindle a fire to prepare” his
mafter’s fupper, returned through the market-
place, being the fhorteft way, with the lighted
candle in his hand, Hey-day, Zfop, faid an im-
pertinent, what do you burn daylight? Peace, fel-
low, replied Zfop, I am looking for a man.

B O R AT
To know the man of honeft mind,
Let wifdnn be thy handle !
Believe me he is hard to find,
o whom to hold a candle,

APPLICATION.
It is fortunate enough that the common bufinefs
of the world may be tranfa&ed without any extra-
ordinary
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ordinary degree of learning or genius. Men of great
talents are thinly fcattered in the human fpecies 3
and, what is more deplorable, there is almofl a ge-
neral depravity prevailing over mankind. We may,
without any great -abfurdity, look for an honeft or
wife man by daylight with 2 lanthorn and candle.
Eminent parts indeed are not to be acquired, though
our talents may, in fome meafure, be improved 3
but integrity is within the reach of the meaneft ca-
pacities, and if every individual would endeavour to
amend himfelf, a virtuous man would foon be-
come 2 lefs uncommon being, than he feems to be
at prefent.

FaprLe CXXXVIIL
The Envious Man and the Covetous Man.

AN Envious Man and a Covetous Man put up
their prayers to Fupiter at the fame time,
Fupiter fent Apollo to fatisfy their demands. .T'hat

God promifed to fulfil their utmoft wifhes, with
' this



228 EBOPS ETABLE 8

this condition, that what one obtained for himfelf,
the other thould receive the fame in a double pro-
portion. 'The Mifer paufed = long time, not being
able to fix on a fum large enough for his defires ;
but at laft refiecting, that whatever his companion
demanded, he fhould have jt doubled, he declined
preferring his own. petition, till that of the other
had been fatisfied. Ugpon this the Envious Man
immediately requefted to be deprived of one of
his eyes; well pleafed with the lofs, on condition
that his companion fhould be deprived of both,

NEs O "R AL
Thus Avarice, unbleft amidft his Sore,
Poffefling millions, pants Jor millions more »
While Envy his own pleafures can’s enjoy,
But pines and Juckens at another’s joy.

AP B CA T T0 N

This fable is levelled at two of the blackeft
paflions, that infeft the human breaft. Covetouf-
nefs, as we have often faid already, is at once a
miferable and an abfurd difpofition; but Envy is
a temper of mind almoft diabolical. All other
vicious paflions are but intemperate longings to
gratify our ill-regulated defires: but Envy is not
exerted in wifhes to promote our own pleafures,
but is employed in unnatural repinings at the
felicity of others, and in hellifh endeavours to blaft
and deftroy it. However, they who groan under
afilitions, which the cruelty or artifice of the en-
vious have brought upon them, may at leaft confole
themfelves with this refle@ion; that the torments,
which they fuffer, are light and trivial, in com-
parifon with thofe, which fill with anguifh the
bofoms of the envious themfelves..

FABLE
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B b5 EXXKIX )
The Man and the Wealel.

k e
i T R T

Weafel, being taken by a Man, who was

juft going to kill him, moft piteoufly im-
plored him to fpare his life, faying, O fave me !
I am your friend: It is T that deftroy the mice
for you, and keep your houfe clear from vermin.
True, replied the man, you do fo: but why ? to
ferve yourfelf, not me; for you commit the fame
fault, and do me as much mifchief as the mice
themfelves. Your plea for mercy, therefore, is
good for nothing.

M ORK & L

Thief-takers thus their fervices may boaft,
But all can tell wha merits hanging mof? :
Small praife is theirs, who petty pilf rers watch,
Themfelves more guilty than the thicves they catch.

APPLI-
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AP LIC AT TON.

It is almoft impoffible in nature, for any thing
to be fo completely evil, as to produce no acciden-
tal good; but this, which is merely the effe& of
chance, cannot be afcribed to the evil-daer, or pro-
perly claimed by him, as a meritorious circumflance,
in his favour. If the wicked were admitted to ufe
fuch pleas with fuccefs, villany would triumph, and
criminals would be exempted from punifhment,

Fas.CXL. The Grafshopper znd the Owl.

AGrafshopper took it into her head to revile an

Owl, that fat on a tree hard by, telling her
that the was a ftupid, difagrecable creature, that
hooted and fcreamed all night, and fat fleeping all
day. The more the Owl begged her to be quiet,
the more loudly fhe reproached and reviled him.
After having befeeched her to defift for feveral times

¢
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in vain, the Owl determined to filence her by ftra-
tagem. Since, neighbour, faid the Owl, the melody
of your voice, charming as the lute of Apolls, will
not fuffer me to fleep, I am refolved to drink fome
nefar, lately given me by my miftrels Pallas:
If you will deign to tafte it, come, and we will
drink together. The Grafshopper being very thirfty,
and pleafed at the fame time with the praifes of her
voice, flew brifkly up to the tree, when the Owl
feized her, and procured by her death that quiet,
which in her life time fhe would not permit him
to enjoy.
| M. O R A L
Heads arm’d with flratagem and [fenfe,
Still triumph der impertinence :
 Sport not with men of. wit, ye fools,
*Tis dang’rous playing with edg’d tools.

AP PEHEIL-ATITON.

A petulant difpofition often involves its pofleffor
in very difagreeable fcrapes. If they throw out
their impertinence againft perfons of an impatient
temper, they are fure to receive immediate chaftife-
ment by tweaks of the nofe, or kicks on the
breech. They, who are poflefied of lefs irritability
and more patience, are commonly the perfons,
whom fuch witlings pitch upon as the butt of
their jocularity and impertinence. With thefe,
however, it is fcarce fafe for them to indulge their
filly vein too far. Patient tempers, urged beyond
a certain point, become miore furious, and revenge
themfelves with greater feverity than more halty
difpofitions : The infignificance of the offendes
protects him for fome time, but his repeated imper-
tinence cxpofes him to punifhment at laft; as a

man



252 AESOPs FABLES.

man difturbed with a troublefome fly buzzing about
him, may perhaps put it by twa or three times with
his hand, till at length he is provoked to beat it to
the ground, and crufh the idle infe&t to pieces.

Fas. CXLI. Cefar and the Slave.

Iser1Us C&SAR, going one day to a villa

not far from Rome, amufed himfelf before
dinner with walking in the garden, when a Slave,
belonging to the houfe, thinking to feem very alert
and officious in his fervice, took occafion to be run-
ning perpetually before him with a watering-pot,
fkipping about from walk to walk, and laying the
duft, now in ~ne place and now in another, (juft as
Czfar happened to turn himfelf) in order to difplay
his diligence more effectually. Cafar threwdly ima-
gining, that the drift of all his trifling induftry was
to procure his jiberty by manumiffion, (which was

performed by a flight ftroke of the hand upon the
face)
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face) called the Slave up to him, coolly faying, Do

not put yourfelf to {o much trouble, friend, I cannot
afford to fell you a flap of the face fuch a bargain.

MTQrE AT L

Thus when th’ officious flatterer pretends

A friendfbip for you, but to ferve his ends,
Let kicks, cuffs, bruifes be bis only gains,
Or let bim bhave bis labour for bis pains.

APPLICA TTON

Diligence and induftry, though laudable in them-
felves, become ridiculous by mifapplication. Sloth
and idlenefs are indeed qualities, deftructive to a
ftate, but it is furely much better to do nothing,
than to be abfurdly bufy, and to take infinite
pains in the moft trifling employments. It is not
eafy to draw an accurate pi¢ture of fuch a mind ;
but we may fairly venture to affert, that the cha-
ralter in the above fable, is not delineated with half
of that exquifite humour, which is contained
in the following portrait, as drawn by the mafterly
hand of an Englifh artift. :

<« 7l Wimble is younger brother to a baronet,
¢ and defcended of the ancient family of the WV imbles.
<« He is now between forty and ffty; but being
bred to no bufinefs and born to no eftate, he ge-
<¢ perally lives with his elder brother as fuperintendant
< of his game. Hehuntsa pack of dogs better than
any man in the country, and is very famous for
finding out a hare. He is extremely well verfed
< in all the little handicrafts of an idle man: he
< makes a May-fly to a miracle; and furnifhes the
¢¢ whole country with angle-rods. Ashe is a good-
< natured officious Fellow, and very much efteemed
<« ypon account of his family, he is a welcome
¢ oueft at every houle, and keeps up a good cot-

refpondence

(49

(49
(49
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refpondence among all the gentlemen about him.,
He carries a tulip-root in his pocket from one to
another, or exchanges a puppy between a couple
of friends that live perhaps in the oppofite fides of
the county. Wil is a particular favourite of all
the young heirs, whom he frequently obliges
with a net that he has weaved, or a fetting-dog
that he has made himfelf. He now and then pre-
fents a pair of garters of his own knitting to their
mothers or fifters ; and raifes a great deal of mirth
among them, by enquiring as often as he meets
them how they wear 27

Fas. CXLII. 7% Blackamoor.

Man, who had purchafed a Blackamoor,
imagined that the dark and dingy colour of

his complexion was owing to nothing but mere
negligence and flovenlinefs. Poffefled with this
notion, he placed the poor Black in a wathing-tub,
and ordered his fervants to fcour him white as faft

as
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as poffible. Accordingly the fervants began to rub
him down with towels and brufhes, and to fcrub
him with foap and fand, but all to no purpofe 3
for the colour of his fkin was fill black, and the
only effe of their labour, was, that the poor
fellow caught cold, and died. :

M O R A L
The fool, who takes pains,

And racks bis poor brainss
" And endeavours without any genius to writes
Will make nature’s fool
An ideot by rule,
But never be able to wafh the Black white.

PP EYen T O

Application, direCted to a wrong purpofe makes
pains and affiduity nidiculous. Nature cannot, by
any art or labour, be changed ; and it is in vain to -
attempt a toral transformation in our genius, per-
fon, or complexion. A dull fellow can no more
fucceed in his endeavours to pleafe and delight
by faying fimart things, than a lame man could dif-
play his gentility in dancing ; and would only ma-
nifeft his fupidity fo much the more by his clumfy
jefts, as the aukward attempts of the cripple would
make his infirmity the more confpicuous. We thould
Jearn therefore to conduct eur induftry with wifdom :
we {hould ftrive to difcover which way our genius is
direGted, that we may apply ourfelves to a judicious
cultivation and improvement of nature, and be fure
never to thwart or oppofe it

FABLE
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Yap CXLHL Tk Al and the Fox.

' N Afs, having put on a Lion’s kin, went

abroad in it to the great terror of the other
beafts. At laft meeting with the Fox, the Afs, in
order to frighten him the more, fet up a moft
hideous noife. Aha! faid the Fox, is it you?
Why, really your figure would have terrified me,
but your braying has made me quite eafy,

Mov D GRUCA T,
The fop, with empty jefts and filly Jomile,
Women, or men like women, may beguile ;
Howe'er with Sools bis Sfenfelefs prate may pafs,
The man of Jenfe foon knows him Jor an Afs,

AT LICATION,

Speak ! that I may know thee, was the faying of
an antient philefopher ; and indeed the tongue of
cvery man is the trueft herald of his own folly or

wifdom,
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wifdom. We cannot fafely determine on a perfon’s
character, till we hear their converfation. Grave
looks, and tolemn depertment may fometimes de-
ceive the moft accuratc obferver; but wife difcourfe
cannot be fuccefsfully counterfei-ed or affumed. The
{ententious blockhead is as eafily difcerned as the pert
coxcomb ; and the tongue, whatever falfhoods it
utters on other occafions, yet, in this inftance, may
be faid never to lie.

Fasre  CXLIV.
The Shepherd’s Boy and the Wolf.

N unlucky Lad, who tended fheep on an high
A ground, ufed frequently to divert himfelf by
bawling out the Wolf! the Wolf ! The hufbandmen
in the adjoining grounds, alarmed at his cries, left
their work, and ran to his {iftance ; but finding
that the young rogue always bantered them, re-

folved
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folved at laft to take no further notice of his cries,
Soon afterwards the Wolf really came; the Boy
bawled out the Wolf! with truth ; but the country-
men, having been fo often deceived, paid no at-
tention to his cries, and left the fheep a prey to
the Wolf,

NE O R AL L

Rank lies vepeated, oft and oft detefied,
Make truth itfelf for a rank lie fufpecicd.

AP PLICATEON.

Of all the chara&ers in life a notorious liar is the
moft contemptible. His words are always treated
with the utmoft contempt, nor can the moft folemn
afleverations procure credit to what he delivers; nay,
truth itfelf has not fufficient authority to give a
fanction to his relations, which have been fo often
compofed of falthood. He therefore, who would go
through the world with reputation or fuccefs muft
preferve a religious adherence to truth ; for no talents
or induftry can give him weight with others, or in-
duce the reft of mankind to place any confidence in
a man, who is known to deviate without fcruple
from veracity. Nor can this be wondered at ; for
as lies, whether proceeding from intereft, vanity, or
wantonnefs, make us unfit for fociety, it is with
great juftice that the reft of mankind refufe to have
the leaft commerce with us, when fuch an inter-
courfe would only give us frequent opportunities to
diftrefs or ridicule them.

L

FABLE
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Fazre CXLV.
The Bees, the Drones, and the Walfp.

A Parcel of Drones claiming the property of
fome hives and all the honeycombs, difputed
it with the Bees, -appointing the Wafp umpire be-
tween them. The Waip directed the Bees to take
one hive and the Drones another, and both parties
to proceed to making honey, that he might be en-
abled to decide finally, which of them had 'the
beft title to the property: but the Drones, refufing
to come into this propofal, the Wafp adjudged the
hives to be the property of the Bees.

M O R A L

The wretch who works not for his daily bread,
Sighs and complains, but ought not to be fed.
Think, when you fee flout beggars on therr fland,
The lazy are the locufls of the land.

APPLI-
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APPLICATEO N.

The fureft method of detefting ignorance and
inability, is to put the arrogant pretenders to
knowledge to the teft. We cannot fafely deter-
mine upon boafted parts, till their value is proved
by a fair trial : and if thofe, who aflume the praife
due to works of ingenuity, and claim them as
their property, refufe to prove their title by a {imilar
difplay of their talents, we may well conclude,
that their pretenfions are founded on falfehood, and
that they are themfelves mere impoftors.

FABLE CXLVI..
The Falconer and the Partridge.

Falconer having taken a Partridge, the bird

_ prefled him to let him go, promifing in re-
turn, to decoy others into his net. No indeed, thou
treacherous bird, replied the Falconer, for he who
would
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would betray others, to fave himfelf, inftead of mercy
deferves tenfold punifhment.

M@ R AL

TV hen harden’d villains, from the gallows
To fave themfelves, impeach their Sellows,
It is but juftice, firft to hang

The evidences and then the gang.

A PR L TCIATEL O

Villains are often {o abandoned, andwholly loft to
fhame, that inftead of owning their crimes with humi-
lity and contrition, they have the affurance to glory
in their wickednefs, and to make a merit of their
vices. To betray our friends is the blackeft of
crimes 3 yet traitors are very apt to endeavour to re-
commend themfelves by their treachery, and take a
ftrange method of manifefting their attachment to
new friends by fhewing how eafily they can abufe
the confidence placed in them by their old ones.
But the villainy of thefe practices is fo flagrant and
atrocious, that the wretches, who are capable of
them, feldom fucceed. Even they who employ them,
as ufeful inftruments in the dirty bufinefs of party or
fa&ion, are fhocked at the bafenefs of their minds,
and never dare to put any truft in men, who recom-
mended themfelves to notice by the moit impious
violation of friendfhip, and breach of faith. Such
is the opinion that even their patrons entertain of
thefe traitors, and their reward is often juftly fuited
to fuch an opinion ; for though they are, as it were
the fteps by which others climb the ladder of prefer-

_ment, they are at laft frequently obliged to mount
another very different ladder themfelves.

M FABLE
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Farre  CXEVIL
The Wolf, the Fox, and the Ape.

Difference having arifen between the Wolf
and the Fox, the Ape was appointed judge
between them. The Wolf accufed the Fox of having
robbed him ; the Fox pleaded Not Guilty ; and the
Ape pronounced the following judgment. As for
you, faid he {peaking to the Wolf, I do not believe
that you have been robbed, as you pretend 3 and yet,
Renard, faid he, turning to the Fox, I do notdoubt
but you have ftolen the things, which you have fo
pofitively fworn that you have not touched.

1\ e © i b
BVl may the court fit puzzled to decide,
TV hen witnelfes fwear falfe on either fude :
But [afely judge and jury make an end on’ t,
Who brand far knaves both plaintiff and defendant.
APPLI-
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The quarrels of bad men are made up of bafenefs
and villainy on both fides. Their differences are
commonly founded in mutual treachery, and carried
on, by both parties, with an equal degree of fraud
and violence. Each juftly accufes the other, and
though we difbelieve the accufations of neither, yet
he who charges his oppofer with evil praftices, de-
rives no credit from the imputations thrown on his
adverfary. Honeft men, who are witnefles to the
difpute, conceive an equally bad opinion of both
parties ; as in a battle between two chimney-fweepers,
the ftanders-by fcarce confider one of the combatants
as a more polite and gentlemanlike charalter than
the other. :

Fap. CXLVIIL. The wife Lion.

Lion, having flain a fat bullock, was juft about

to devour his prey, when a Thief ftept boldly

in, and claimed his fhare of it. I would give it
M 2 you
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you friend, faid the Lion, if you was not fo much
accuftomed to take it cf your own accord; but as
a punifhment of that infolence, you fhall have none.
Juft at that time, an horeft Traveller happen-
ing to pafs by, drew back at fight of the Lion,
and was retiring as faft as poflible ; but the Lion,
laying afide all the terror of his countenance, called
after him, faying, do not be frightened, honeft man,
but rather come and take part in this prey, as a re-
ward of your modefty. Upon which he divided
the bullock, and giving an equal portion to the
T'raveller, retired into the woods with the other
part of it.

MO SRR G

*Tis wifdom’s part with firmnefs to withfland
The bold pretender’s infolent demand ;

But merit from her hand bas oft acquir'd
The juft reward, to which it néer afpir’d.

MMPPELICATION:

Modefty is one of the moft becoming virtues that
adorns the human heart.. There is fomething in it,
which prepoflefles us ftrongly in favour of him that
wears it, and generous minds long to affift the worthy
man, that feems diffident of his merit, and cannot
prevail on himfelf to challenge the praife or tri-
bute he deferves. On the other hand, forwardnefs
and arrogance give us a difguft to thofe, who are
urged by them to make infolent demands of rewards
or applaufe ; fuch affuming pride and vanity, not
to fay impudence, derogate from real worth, and
make the want of it more confpicuous to the eyes of
the judicious, however it may fometimes impofe on
weak and fhallow minds. 'The conduét of the Lion

in
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4a the fable may ferve as an admonition to the great
in the diftribution of their favours; and inftruct
them to give a proper check to the bold and for-
ward, and to draw merit from the fhade, and vir-
tue from obicurity.

Fas. CXLIE Mei‘cury and the Carver.
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Ercury, defirous to know at what rate he

was efteemed among men , went into a Car-

ver’s fhop, and demanded the price of feveral images.
What do you afk for this ftatue? faid he, pointing
to a figure of Fupiter. Half a crown, faid the Car-
ver. And what for this? faid Mercury, pointing to
one of Funo. A crown, faid the Carver.. Then
Mercury fmiling with a felf-fufficient air, and point-
ing to an image of himfelf, faid, And pray, friend,
what is the price of this elegant, pretty, neat,-little
fisure? Oh, as for that, replied the Carver, if you
M 3 will
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will buy Fupiter and Funo of me, you fhall have
Mercury for nothing. .

NV O
Mifled by vanity, with empty glee,
The coxcomb afks, pray, what d’ye think of me?
Yet furely hence no glory can be reap,
But only find that all men hold him cheap.

A PR L TEA T T OIN,

It argues a little mind, to be too anxious and fol-
licitous concerning our fame. We thould take care
to regulate our conduct by the rules of wifdom and
virtue 5 and rather found our aions on the princi-
ples of honefty, than be uneafy concerning the
eftimation they bear in the opinion of others. Fame,
which is lodged in the popular voice, muft necef-
farily be of a capricious nature ; and as the vulgar
are moft fond of objeéts that raife wonder and al%o-
nifhment, their applaufe’ and admiration ‘wait on
brilliant, rather than honeft a&ions.  He that pants
for fame, will alfo find-his purpofe difappointed by
too much eagernefs in the purfuit, and will for ever
fubject his vanity to be mortified by inquiries after
his own charalter. A thoufand reafons may con-
fpire to induce others to detract from his reputation,
or perhaps in truth to entertain a mean opinion of
him. It would therefore 'be moft prudent, and
perhaps conduce more to promote even our fame,
as well as our peace, to be careful of the intent
and motive of our ations, and carelefs of their
confequences,

% &

FABLE
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TWO men travelling together, one of them
& pickedupan ax, which lay in the road, faying,
I have found an ax. Nay, faid the other, do not
fay I, but.we have found an ax. Soon after being
perfued by the owner of the ax, and in danger of
being taken, the man who had found it, cried, we
are undone.  Nay,' friend, faid the other, do not fay
awe, but I am undone: for fince you would not part
with any of the profit, you muft take all the danger.

M O R Al ‘
A pair of faithful friends, like man and wifz,
Divide the ble[fings and the cares of life :
Neither #nows partial good or partial curfe
Each true to each, for better or for worfe.

APPEICATION
Man is a focial animal; and therefore felfithnefs
is contrary to the intereft of our nature. No orie
4 includes
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includes within himfelf every thing neceflary for his
defence and fupport; and fince he muft have re-
courfe to others for his fecurity and prefervation, he
ought chearfully to fhare bleflings as well as evils in
common with them. Whoever is {o narrow-minded
as to exclude his friend from any portion of the be-
nefits, to which fuch an intimate conne&ion entitles
him, may perhaps engrofs fome petty advantage to
himfelf, but will be obliged to encounter dangers
and difficulties alfo without a companion. Gene-
rofity is the eafy price at which we purchafe friend-
thips ; and he who refufes to pay it, will too late
repent his niggardly difpofiticn, when he fees him- .
felf furrounded with perils without defence, and
threatened by impending misfortunes without pro-
tection.

Fas. CLI. The Sparro»w and the Hare.

Sparrow was cruel enough to infult an Hare,
as fhe lay ftruggling beneath the paws of an

eagle.  Where, faid the Sparrow, is your wonted
fpeed?
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fpeed ! Have your legs failed you? Pufs! Why do
not you rife, and efcape from your oppreflor ? In the
midf of thefe bitter jefts, an Hawk came unawares
upon the Sparrow, and notwithftanding his vain
fhrieks and crics, feized him, and put him to death.
At fight of this, the Hare, though half dead, could
not forbear uttering thefe words. I muft confefs it
gives me fome comfort in the agonies of death, that
you, who was inhuman enough to laugh at my mi-
fery, are now obliged to deplore your own.

MO R L

Tradefinan, infult not, if a neighbour Sfuil,
Left, by and by, yourfelf hould go to jail :
Nor, if a damfel Jlipy prudes fhake your head,
Left you your[elf next month be brought to bed.

BopE 10O EA I N,

Tt is ungenercus and inhuman to infult our fellow=
creatures in diftrefs. - He muft furely have a very
bad heart, and no very good head, who can look on
the day of grief, or the hour of death, as a proper
{eafon for raillery and impertinent jefts.  Ifany other
arguments . were neceflary, or might be fuppeled
capable of enforcing moral precepts on thofe, who
cannot be aGuated by humanity, it might be added,
that the vicifitudes of human affairs, render fuch
behaviour imprudent as well as barbarous ; fince we
cannot tell how foon we may ourfelves be reduced
to lament the woes, which are now the objets of
our derifien.

M s FABLE
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Fas. CLII. T4e Thieves and the Cock,

NOME Thieves, who had broken into a houfe,
found nothing but a Cock, which they carried
off with them. When they were going to kill him,
he crowed very movingly, faying, that he was ufe-
ful to men, by calling them up at midnight to their
labour. So much the more pernicious art thou to
us, replied the Thieves, who cannot rob fecurely,
when your crowing has alarmed the whole family.

I IS el B
Your virtues never unto Rogues relate :
Your virtues are the very things they hate.

PP L aCAT 110 N

We cannot fink our natures to a bafer degree of
infamy, than to reduce ourfelves to the odious
neceflity of becoming enemies to virtue, Yet every

man
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man that engages in a vicious employment, makes
himfelf, as it were, the natural adverfary of virtue.
This is the worft part of the character of the fiends
themfelves :.and how cautious ought we to be of
admitting fuch diabolical principles into our minds,
and of approaching to the black nature of the mofk
hateful beings, inftead of endeavouring to make
glorious advances to the Divinity t - ’

Fasre CLIIL
The Lion, the Afs, and the Fox.

HE Lion, the Afs, and the Fox, went out
together on 2 party of hunting, and having
ran down many beafts in the chace, the Lion or-
dered the Afs to divide the {poil among them. The
Afs did fo, and having diftributed it into-three equal
parts, laid them before the Lion to take his choice.

But the Lion offended at fuch an indignity, as bhe
fancied
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fancied it, tore the Afs to pieces, and ordered the
Fox to divide it into two parts. T'he Fox gathered
up the three parts together, and lajd them all before
the Lion. Heyday ! Reynard, faid the Lion, who
taught you this method of diftribution ? T learnt it,
fir, replied the Fox, from my friend the Afs, who
lies dead yonder.

SO TR 1 P
Though with candsur and Juflice he feem t prefide,
W hen you deal with a't_yrmzz‘, beware of bis pride !
Sooth his vanity filly if youw'd make him your friend,
Or bis_juftice and candour are Joon at an end,

A BPITCATION

It requires great caution and circum{peion to
conduct ourfelves without danger or reproach among
the Great ; .and we give no mean token of our pru-
dence and fagacity, if we can make the miftakes of
others ferve as warnings to ourfelves. To deal with
perfons poflefled of an overgrown authority or
power, much art, and perhaps too fome little degree
of meannefs and fervility is requifite : the latter jn-
deed are qualifications that fcarcely deferve ‘to be
recommended, and yet it is diffcult to fay how we
can otherwife preferve ourfelves in fecurity. Tt is
unfortunate, that the Great imagine themfelves
above admonition or reprehenfion ; for it is furel
the fevereft fatire on their grandeur, that their infe-
riors are obliged to make ufe of mean arts in their
commerce with them, and that it is impoffible to
act fafely with opennefs and genercfity,

FABLE
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Fashs CLLV.

The 'Trumpeter faken Prifoner.

Trumpeter, being taken by the enemy,

begged hard for quarter, faying, that he
was innocent of any mifchief, and was indeed in-
capable of bloodfhed, having no other inftrument
than his trumpet. So much the more worthy art
thou of death, replied the Enemies, who, though
unable to fight thyfelf, yet delighteft to ftir up

others to battle,

M EOEER A L

Hard, that the Peafant fhould on Tyburn fwing,
Urg'd by blind rage to fight againft his King :
But juftly fure he merits his perdition,

IVbofe breath firft Wew the trumpet of Jedition.

APPLI-
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APPLICATILON

Incendiaries have very little right to plead their
inactivity, and their not proceeding to a&s of
open violence, as arguments of their innocence,
He who induces another to commit crimes, is by
many degrces deeper in villainy than the wretch
that is prevailed on to perpetrate them s asain
horrible confpiracies, they who devifed the plot,
and planned the execution of it, are more guilty
than the low hireling who is employed to fct
fire to the train. :

Fas. CLV. Tke Eagle and the Crov&%.

AN Eagle defcending rapidly from a high rock
fiew down upon the back of 2 lamb, and
grafping it in his talons bore it up into the air
with him. A Crow, who faw this from a neigh-
bouring tree, immediately refolved to attempt the
{fame,
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{ame, and came down with great precipitation upon
2 ram: but inftead of being able to carry it up

iato the air with him, he found himfelf intangled

in the fleece; and not being able to difengage ]
himfelf, he was feized by the fhepherd, and given
¢o the country lads for their fport and amufement.

CoM O R A L.
They who by imitations covet jfame,
Oft incur dangers and follicit fhame 5
For though the bright original we prizes
His abject imitator all defpife.

APPLICATEON

Every man fhould examine the ftrength of his
own mind with attention and impartiality, and not
fondly flatter himfelf by meafuring his own talents
by the falfe ftandard of the abilitics of another. We
can no more adopt the genius of another man,
than affume his fhape and perfon ; and an imitation
of his manner would no more become us, than
his cloaths. Man is - deed an imitative animal ;
but whatever we take from general obfervation,
without fervilely copying the practice of any indivi-
dual, becomes fo mixed and incorporated with our
notions that it may faitly be called our own. Al-
moft every man has fomething original in him{elf,
which, if duly cultivated might perhaps procure
him efteem and applaufe; but if he neglects his
natural talents, or perverts them by an abfurd
imitation of others, he becomes an object of ridi-
cule ; efpecially, if he attempts to perform things
beyond the compafs of his ftrength or underftanding.

FABLE
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'-FABLE CLVI.
The Old Woman z1d her Maids.

N OldWoman, who had feveral Maid-fervants,
A ufed to call them up every morning before
daylight at the crowing of the cock. But the Maids,
not chufing to be difturbed fo early, killed the poor
cock, thinking that they might then enjoy their
fleep longer in the morning.  But they found them-
{elves much deceived, for the Cld Woman difcover-
ing what they had done, was determined to be even
with them, and roufed them out of their beds almoft
conftantly in the middle of the night.

N RITI 10T
Take corirage hence, ye wifey nor dread deceit
Gaod fenfe and crafty how [eldom dy they meet !
Tho keen, yet feeble, are the Sharper’s tools,
And cunning’s the peculiar gift of fools.
APPL -



ESOP’s FABLES. 257
AP,PLIC-ATION.

We are very incompetent judges of the confe-
quences, which any poffible event may produce 3
yet we are fond of carving out our fortune for our-
felves, and wifh to remove this or that object
which we imagine ftands between us and our feli-
city. 'That object removed, often fhews us, how
grofsly we were miftaken in our notions, and leaves
us in a much worfe fituation than we were before.
We fhould therefore endeavour to content ourfelves
in our prefent ftation; or if the infirmity of our
tempers embitters our lives, we fhould at leaft re-
tain fo much virtue, as not to aim at mending our
fortune by fraud or violence.

Fasre CLVIL
The Hufbandman and bis Sons.

Certain Hufbandman, at the point of death,
called his Sons to his bediide, and befpoke
(hem thus. My dear boys, all the patrimony which

I
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I have to bequeath you is my vineyard, and that I
leave equally among you. Be fure dig it up care-
fully, and you will find in it great treafure. The
Father died, and his Sons, thinking to difcover
many a pot of gold buried in the vineyard, dug it
up with great afliduity, and turned over every foot
of ground in it. Their hopes of golden treafures
were indeed difappointed, but their labour was
amply rewarded in the fertility of the vineyard,
and they had reafon to admire the wife advice of
their father. :
M= 0 B K T
Afiduous pains the Swelling coffers fil,
And all may make their Jortuney if they will,

APPLICATION.

The moft valuable legacy, which a father can
bequeath his children, is to put them in the wa
of coming at an honéft livelihood. Fe that fettles
his fon in an advantageous way of life, provided
he will perfue it with induftry, may be  confi-
dered as leaving him a vineyard to labour in,
which will afford him certain treafure, if he will
dig it up with pains and affiduity. Every good
father gives in effe the fame prudent counfel to his
children, and it is much to be regretted, that there
are fo many idle and abandoned young men, whom
no artifice can lure to their intereft, and whom no
admonitions can incite to a difcharge of their duty,

o o ot
ok * A
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FABLE
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Fas. CLVIIL : The Cat and the Cock.

)

Cat having feized a Cock, and cafting about

for fome reafon to devour him, began to
heap feveral accufations upon him. You are, faid
the Cat, a turbulent animal, that crow all night,
and will not let people fleep quietly in their beds :
befides which, you are intolerably impious, and for
the fake of gratitying a vicious appetite, do not even
abftain from an unlawful commerce with your mo-
ther or your filters. The Cock excufed himfelf,
faying, that his crowing was calculated to excite
mortals to induftry; and the gratification "of his
paffions ferved to produce eggs and chickens for the
mifrefs of the family. Thefe are all pretences,
replied the Cat, or let them be what they will, I
am not to faft, becaufe of your innocence: And
then tore the poor Cock to pieces.

MO 5 R A En
JWhen guilt prevails, and robbers take the field,
Virtuz’s no guardy and snnocence no fhield.
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On this occafion we can on] y repeat,. what we have
often obferved before ; that it is vain to exculpate
ourfelves to the wicked in power, or to plead our
innocence before the tribunal of a corrupt judge.
Who would mention his integrity toan highwayman,
or expe¢t that he would return a purfe, when he is
convinced of our honefty ? Some villains, indeed,
endeavour to palliate their crimes with idle excufes ;
but if they find it impoflible to glofs over their ac-
tions with any fpecious colouring, nothing can ftop
their violence, or prevent their rapine,

Fazs. CLIX. 7% Young Man and bis Cat.

Young Man, who was paflionately enamoured

of his Cat, befeeched Venus to transform her

into a woman. The goddefs granted his prayer,
and Pufs was metamorphofed into a moft agreeable
and beautifa] young lady. The Youth, tranfported
with



BSOR s FABLES 261

with joy, took -his wife to bed with him. In the
midft of the night a moufe ran acrofs the bed-
chamber. The new bride, who had formerly been
an excellent moufer, leaped out of bed in perfuit of
it.  The Youth was athamed ; and Venus, enraged
at {uch a violation of her rites, converted her into a
Cat again, feeing, that though fhe had affumed 2
new fhape, fhe ftill retained her old difpefition.

M O R A L 7
N charm can raife from dirt a grov'ling mind
Curs will be cursy and Cats will after kind.

APPLICATTON,

People of a low turn and mean education can-
not change their principles by changing their fitu-
ation. In the midft of fplendor and magnificence,
they {lill retain the fame narrow fentiments, and
feldom fail to betray, by fome dirty adtion, the
bafenefs of their original.” Young men, like him
in the fable, are often apt to place their affettions
on fome low creature, and become fo paffionately
enamoured of her, as to make her a wife, thinking
to ennoble her mind by fuch an alliance. But,
when the firft ardour of paffion is abated, how often
do they experience the abfurdity of fuch chimerical
notions ! How do they blufh, like the youth before
us, at the conduct of their wives | and how glad
would they be, like him alfo, to degrade the wretches
whom they have fo injudicioufly exalted, and to re-

duce them to their original meannefs }

X

FABLE
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Fas.CLX. The Hotfe and the loaded A,

| AHorfe and an Afs, who ?)e]onged to a country

fellow, were both going along the road to-
‘gether, labouring under a heavy burthen. The
poor Afs, ready to fink under fuch a grievous load,
defired the Horfe to relieve him by taking a part of
1t 3 but the Horfe cruclly refufing, the Afs dropt
down dead in the road : upon which the count
fellow placed the whole burthen upon the Horfe,
and the fkin of the Afs into the bargain.

M. O B ~A T
Tuflly it happens, that #h inbuman ef
Oft proves at laft inbuman to bimﬁ_/}‘:

APPLICATION,

We pay no mean compliment to our nature,
when we chriften the firft virtue of it by the name
of humanity. Thus far indeed the name is well
appropriated to it, that he who has no compaffion,

none
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none of ¢ the milk of human kindnefs” in his breaft
is unworthy of the title of a man. He finks even
below the brutes; for they are in many inftances
known to extend compaffion to their fellow brutes.
The heart that feels no anguifh at the misfortunes
of others, nor feels a defire to relieve thofe who
groan under a load of forrow, is deftitute of the very
grounds and principles of virtue. The eye, that has
no tear for the griefs of a friend, is alfo blind to its own
intereft; for fince the burthen of human affairs muft
be born by fome or other of us, he who, for want of
his timely affiftance, permits his weak brother to fink
under a greater weight than he is able to fuftain, will
ultimately be punifhed for his cruelty, and be obliged
to bear the wholé himfelf. i

Fap. CLXI. The Father and bis Sons.

ACertain Man, whofe Sons were continually
at variance, endeavoured to reconcile them to
each other by the following ftratagem. He called
them all before him, and taking a parcel of {mall

fticks,
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fticks, he tied them up clofe together in a bundle,
and prefenting it to each of the lads in his turn,
ordered them feverally to break it. They tried with
all their might, but found it impoflible. Then the
Father untied the bundle, and prefented each of
them with a fingle ftick ; which when they had
eafily fnapped in funder, he faid thefe words. Thus,
O my fons, while you are united to each other by
concord and affe&tion, none can injure or deftroy
you; but when you become divided by quarrels and
animofities, you will fall an eafy prey to the weakeft
enenies.

MO RUAL
Difirefs and ruin on divifions wait,
But union is the bond of ev'ry flate
Difloyalty’s a plague, diffention’s worfe,
And partiess where they rage, a kingdom’s curfe.

AP P LICATION

It is a very melancholy confideration to obferve
fo many families at variance among themfelves.
Every private family fhould confider itfelf as a little
ftate, the feveral members of which are united by
one common intereft; and any petty quarrels with
each other, are as fatal to their welfare, as factions
are dangerous to the peace of the commonwealth.
If the bond of natural affection is not ftrong enough
to tie them to their duty, they fhould confider that
their union gives them reciprocal ftrength, and con-
fequence among mankind. No enemy will dare to
attack a body of men fo firmly attached to each
other ; they will fear to offend one of the number,
left they fhould incur the refentment of the refts
but if they become fplit into parties, and difunited
by quarrels, every petty opponent will venture to

atack
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attack them, and the feveral relations deprived of
proteGtion and affiftance from ‘each other, would
mutually fuffer, and the whole family be’liable to
wrongs and violence. ' '

Farre CLXII
The Serpent and the Man.

— P
S e

Serpent bit a boy, who was. playing in the

fields, fo venomoufly, that the child died of
the wound. The Father of the boy, enraged at
the Serpent, ftruck at him with an ax, and the
Serpent narrowly" efcaped inte his hole, with the
lofs of part of his tail, which was lopped off before
he could draw it all after him. The Man after-
wards placed flour and honey before the hole, offer-
ing the Serpent to come to a reconciliation : but the
Serpent anfwered him with a hifs to this purpofe.

N Good
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Good man, your labour is in vain: for while I fee
and feel my tail maimed, and you refle® on your
fon’s death, a friendthip between us is impoffible.

M: O R, A e
Still in the mind, whatcer the lips profefs,
Paft wrongs with bitter memory remain :
Seldom we truly pardon, till redrefs
Has beal’d our woes, or vengeance footlh’d our pain.

APPLICAT LN,

" When perfons have carried their differerices to a
great length, it is in vain for them to think of re-
newing their friendthip. In the heat of their quar-
rel, many injuries muft have been reciprocally of-
fered and received, which muft cancel the ftrongeft
bonds of amity. Though the fury of their diflen-
tions may indeed fubfide, yet neither can forgive
the wrongs, which neither can forget. Friendfhip
is of a tender and delicate nature ; and if any cafual
differences arife, as fuch things may happen between
the beft friends, we fhould keep the {tricteft guard
upon our tempers, and endeavour to conduét our-
felves with moderation in our difputes. If we {uffer
our paflion to tranfport us too far, we fhall do and
{ay fuch things, as will provoke our friend’s refent-
ment to the higheft pitch ; and both parties will be
guilty of excefles which will poifon their affection,
and diflolve their friendfhip.

W

FABLE



FSOP'Ss B ABLES - 267

Fag. CLXIII. The Fox and the Wolt.

A Wolf, having laid in great ftore of provifions,
¢ kept home,. pretending ficknefs : but a Fox,
fufpecting the real reafon of the Wolf’s not going
abroad, went to a fhepherd, telling him the place
where the Wolf lay hid. The fhepherd, having
received this intelligence, took a club, and dafhed
the Wolf’s brains out. The Fox then took Pof-
{efTion of the Hole, and the provifions, but did not
long enjoy the fruits of his treachery ; for the fhep-
‘herd foon paffing that way again, knocked the Fox
on the head alfo.

o) O @ 33N AT BULd
Howe'er their plan with [ecret cunning laid,
Informers ever drive a dang’rous trade :
T he thief this Jeffion who bas hang’d bis brother
Stands a fair chance to Sfwing /7[/7%’9’ another.

3

N 2 APPLI-/
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AP PO B HeN

Virtue, fay the moralifts, is it’s own reward: and
it may be added with equal juftice, that villainy
likewife commonly carries its punithment along with
it. - We complain indeed of triumphant wickednefs,
but it will be found upon a fhrict examination, that
there are few knaves exempted from the fate they
deferve.  Sooner or later juttice overtakes their
crimes, and though they may flourifh in their wick-
ednefs for a time, and perhaps be the inftruments of
bringing other villains to punithment, yet they will
at laft fuffer in their turn, and find their ill-gotten
wealth unable to protect them from the ftroke of
divine vengeance.

Fas.CLXIV. Tke Porcupine and Snakes.

Porcupine wanting thelter, implored fome
Snakes to admit him into their neft, which
requeft they kindly granted, but foon began to re-
pent of their compliance:: for the Porcupine darting
his
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his quills about, they penetrated the tender bodies
of the Snakes, and put them to fo much pain, that,
after thewing what they fuffered by many writhings
and contortions, they were obliged to defire the Por-
cupine to depart, for that it was impoffible to live
with fuch a troublefome companion. Not I indeed,
{aid the Porcupine, if my diverfion gives you zny
uncafinefs, pray walk out yourfelves.

M 3O3R AT,

Bleft with domeftic comfort, ne'er admit
Pert guefls, that arm with petulance their wit
Their arrows who throw out on ev’ry fide,

Firft wound a friend, and then bis fmart deride.

AT PR e AT O IR

Connections of friendfhip and firit intimacy
ought not to be formed without much caution and
deliberation ; left, if they fhould become troublefome,
and appear to be improper, we may not eafily be
capable of getting rid of them. It has often hap-
pened, that a villain has been able to infinuate him-
felf fo far into the good graces of an whole family,
that he has become intrufted with all their affairs,
and had fuch unlimited confidence repofed in him,
that when his villainy has at laft been apparent,
they have not dared to remove him, as their lives
and fortunes were perhaps both in his hands. How
narrowly therefore fhould we infpe¢t the conduct
and chara&er of thofe, whom we take into our
houfes and our bofoms, fince our fortune depends

on them, and our h"{ppmefs is ftaked en their
Fd\..\’ty

N 3 FABLE
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Fagr. CLXV. TP Gardener and bis Dog.

AGardener’s Deog, having tumbled into a well,
his mafter ran immediately to his afiiftance,
and putting down his arm to help him out again,
the furly Cur fiiapped at his hand and bit it,  Upon
this, the Gardener thook him off with fome difficulty,
and dathing him deeper into the well, faid thus.
Die then, for a vile Dog as thou art! for the wretch
that can wound the hand that is firetched forth to
fave his life, is not fit to live.

.7 el © A VAR Gl 5
“NZ'er on the wretch your gen'rous aid obtrude,
W ho feels nat the warm glow of gratitude ;
He bates the man, that lifts him from defpair,
And pays with infults bis deliv’rer’s care.

APPLI-
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The punifhment of ingratitude is doing the moft
exemplary piece of juftice. The monfler who is
capable of doing injuries to him who fhowers con-
tinual benefits on his head, cannot be treated with
too much feverity. Servants in particular may be
regarded as owing an efpecial duty to their mafters,
becaule they are not only in a ftate of inferiority to
them, but arc commonly further attached to them
by many favours and obligations, For this reafon
the fervant, who lifts his hand againit his malter, is
guilty of a more than ordinary offence, and as his
crime is more heinous, his tortures fhould be more
fevere. . '

FAB. CLXVI. The Dove and the Ant.

N Ant going to a little brook to drink, fell

Y & into the water, and was hurried away by the

fream. A Dove, who was fitting on a tree that

hung over the brook, perceiving the Ant’s diftrefs,
N 4 kit
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bit off a little bough, and threw it into the water,
by help of which the Ant delivered herfelf from the
danger fhe was in. - Juft after this, a fowler came
that way, and was preparing to plant his nets againft
the Dove ; which the Ant obferving, made up to
him, and bit him on the foot. The fowler gave a
fudden twinge at the pain, and in his firft alarm
dropt the net haflily on the ground ; at the noife of
which the Dove being alarmed flew away, and faved
her life from the fnares of the fowler.

MsO: ROASLs

Ever with ready zeal your arm extend,
From danger to relieve a_finking friend:
Who knows bow foon he may repay the debt,
When for your life the wicked plants bis net.

AP PAAIICA"T-T'O N,

Benevolence and compaffion bring down a blef-
fing on thofe, who exercife fuch fhining virtues.
"Their merit will not only meet it’s reward in the
next life, but often receives due retribution alfo in
this. Acls of charity and kindnefs kindle the fparks
of gratitude in the bofoms of thofe, who feel their
influence ; and the changes and chances of this
uncertain world often afford them an opportunity
of manifefting their fenfe of the obligation. It is
our intereft therefore, as well as our duty, to cul-
tivate fuch an amiable difpofition ; nor can any
qualities more adorn the heart of man, than to de-
light in doing good, and to entertain a grateful
fenfe of the benefits conferred on us,

FABLE
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Fas. CLXVIIL. The Hen and the Swallow.
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Hen, having found fome ferpent’s eggs, fat

upon them, intending to hatch them. A
Swallow, feeing this, flew up to her, and cried out
with vehemence, How now, Dame Partlet, are
you mad ? to fit hovering over a pernicious brood,
who, the very inftant they are warmed into life,
will begin their injuries upon yourfelf ?

My OV R &Y Lq
Ingratitude; mark thisy, O youth !
Is fbarper than a Jerpent’s tooth :
Cherifb the good, the bafe deteft,
Nor take a viper to your breaft.

APPLICATION.
Friendfhip is undoubtedly the great medicine of
life; but if we make an improper choice of thofe,
with whom we form conne&tions, and on whotn we
N 5 beftow
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beftow favours, it may prove the moft bitter curfe,
Inftead of providing ourfelves a fhelter from diftrefs,
and a remedy for defpair, we are nuifing up a power-
ful #nemy, and engendering our own ruin and de-
{tru&ion. Qur fufferings will alfo receive this addi-
tional torture, that they are not occafioned by
unavoidable misfortune, or the artful defigns of
others, but that we have brought them on us by our
own folly, and have fought our own undoing.

Far. CLXVIIL. Tlke Cock and the Fox.

Fox, feeing a Cock on the top of a high tree,
refolved, if poffible, to draw him down by
frratagem; to which end he made up towards the
tree, and afluming a gentle tone of voice, faid to
the Cock, brother, well met! we are now, thank
heaven, no longer at variance; and a general peace
is concluded among all the animals. Come down
therefore immediately, that I may embrace you on
this good news; nay, prithee come immediately,
for
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for I have a great way further to go this evening on
particular bufinefs. Dear brother, replied the fly
old Cock, T am rejoiced at this news, and it gives
me double pleafure to hear of it by your mears. 1
we 3 couple of hounds too coming full fpeed this
way, Who, 1 dare fay, are employed as couriers on
this occafion. 1 will defcend this inflant that we
may all parteke of each other’s embraces, ob’fo
happy an event. Vou need not trouble yourfclf,
biother, replied the Fox, frighted out of his wits,
1 cannot.ftay now: We will rejoice on this eccafion
at {fome other opportunity. Upon which he took
to his heels, and ieft the Cock laughing at his fear
and the ill fuccefs of his ftratagem. '

B D R T
Happy, the ready wit of men of parts,

7ha on bimfelf can turn the oillain’s arts!

APPLICATION

Honelt men have 3 natural indignation againft
knaves; but when they fee their -arts overthrowi,
and the cunning villains outwited by thofe, on whom
they atterrpted to practife their frauds, there is a kind
of pleafure mingled with the refentment of the man
of integrity on {uch occafions. Rogues commonly
endeavous to be fubtle and ingenious ; thelr pro-
penfity to tricking and deceit neceflarily drives them
to make ufe of feveral little {hifts and firatagems, to
which honefty needs not have recourfe. It were
however to be wifhed that men ef good hearts would
not be too fupine and indolent, and lay themfelves
too open to the artifices of the wicked. It is furely
better to try their own arts againft them, and to
overturn their black fchemes by innocent devices of

our
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our own: and this may be'done without violatin
morality, as we may draw a {word in our own -de-
fence, without the imputation of his guilt, who firfh
commenced aéts of violence,

Fas. CLXIX. 7% Raven ang Serpent.

AN hungry Raven feeing a Serpent afleep in
the fun, flew down upon: him, and fhatched
him up in order to devour him. The Serpent,
awakened by fo rude an affault, twitted himfelf round
i the Raven’s beak, and gave him a mortal fling..
The Raven in the agonies. of death, uttered thefe,
words ;_wretch that I am ! who have fought a prey,
which has proved my defruction,
B SRY TR Y

Whether his bfe upon ihe road ke lofe,

Or round his neck be caft the fatal noofe,

The ruffian’s felf fhall own with bis laft figh,,

Who lives by lawlefs Jorcey by force fhould die.
: APPLI-
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AP PIT FER T LON

We often covet that which proves our ruin when
it is attained; and indeed it cannot do otherwife
than work our deftru&tion, if we make vfe of any
improper means to procure it. He who violates the
law, or infringes the rules of morality to gratify
his inordinate defires, neceflarily creates many ene-
mies, and that with reafon, as he muft neceflarily
commit many injuries. ‘The idea of retaliation of
wrongs is particularly pleafing to thofe who are of-
fended, and they are fure to fhew us no mercys, if
they get us into their power.

Fas. CLXX. 9The Man and the Gnat.

ACountry Fellow fitting under a tree; was ftung
upon his leg by a Grat. The Clown enraged
at the fmart, lifted up his arm to-crufh it to piecesy
but before he could accomplifh it, the Gnat efcaped.
Upon which the Clown, ftill more enraged att he -

difappointment
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difappointment of his revenge, vented his difpleafure
and impatience in this paflionate exclamation: O
Hercules, deftroyer of monfters ! why didft thou not
affilt me in demolifhing this troublefome infeél ?

1 0 R R A

The peevifb fool, whom trifles teaze,
Hdakes ev’ry flea-lite a difeafe,

AP L TCAOET O

Evenncfs of temper is one of the greateft blef=
fings of human life. He who fuffers his mind to
be ruffled by every little inconvenience, fubjeéts him-
felf to perpetual uneafinefs and difquict. ~There is
no accident, however trivial, but what is capable
of difconcerting him. His good humour is foured
in an inftant, his joy converted into mifery, and he
becomes uncomfortable to himfelf, and odisus to
all about him. His ridiculous diftreffes, which his
unfortunate difpofition heightens into the foreft cala-
mities, are matter of diverfion to thofe who are wit-
nefies of them : and when his pettith humour makes
him rave like a madman, and curfe his fate at the
dropping of his hat, or the blunder of a fervant,
we feel a fort of mixture of pity and contempt
for the man, who can render himfelf fo abfurdly
miferable on fo foolifh an occafion.

%

FABLE
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Hawk being on full wing after a Pigeon was

Y\ himfelf taken, in the midft of his perfuit, by

2 Farmer. My dear friend, - faid the Hawk, pray,
let me go again! I have done you no hurt.  True;
replied the Farmer, nor did the poor Pigeon

hurt you.
D R A Is

Who from the good man’s ruin reaps bis gain,
Diftref'd himfelf pleads innocence in Vain:

I bat merit can he urge, what pity find,
Sworn foe to all the warthief? of mankind ?

AP P TCATTIOUN

To fuppofe ourfelves in the place of others is
the moft certain check upon our condu&. Who
would offer an injury to his neighbour, if he duly

confidered how forely he fhould refent fuch treat-
G ment
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ment himfelf? It would be happy, if we could
create a fort of imaginary external felfithnefs, by
which we might intereft ourfelves in the cayfe of
others, and have a fellow-feeling in all their {uffer-
ings; a kind of virtuous fympathy, which would
teach us to beware of adding to thofe miferies, of
which we entertain fuch a lively fenfe ourfelves. But
they, who can totally diveft themfelves of painful
reflections on the calamities of others, orare capable
of wantonly increafing them, cannot furely be fur-
prized if they meet with injurious treatment in their
turn, and find none to pity or deliver them,

Fas. CLXXIL. TheFox caught in a Trap.

AFOX being caught in 2 trap in a farmer’s yard,
implored a Cock, who was feeding at the
barn-door, to affift him in getting out again; and
thinking to weedle him into it, told him that he met
with this accident, as he was coming to pay him a
vifit. Yes, faid the Cock, I can guefs what fort of
a vifit
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a vifit you :ntended me, and I will fetch you fome
affiftance immediately. Having faid thus, he went
to the farmer, and acquainted him of the Fox’s fitu-
ation; upon which the farmer came with a huge

club,” and knocked tlie Fox on the head.
MG R..A Ia

' He who refeues a rogue.in a good-natur’d fit,
- Or conceals bis offence, or contrives bis efeape,
Has a fbare in the crimes be may Live to commit,

Whether Burglary, Robbery, Murders or Rape.
APPLICATLO N

Compaffion is one of the moft laudable emotions
of the humair heart: We fhould be cautious there-
fore not to make it ridiculous by 2 mifapplication
of it. Compaffion, extended to improper objets,
degenerates into 2 crime.  Misfortunes, produced
by offences, thould be regarded as punifhments for
the fake of example, rather than as calamities de-
ferving our pity. We thould not be wrought upon
<o interfere in the courfe of falutary punifhments,
and it is a weaknefs, as dangerous to the community
as the behaviour of the criminal himf{elf, to ftop the
progrefs of juftice. Vices are attended with various
punifhments, not for the fake of putting the offender
to pain, but in order to promote the public good,
and to keep thofe ftedfaft to their duty, who have
not yet been guilty of any deviations from it. There-~
fore, when we contribute in bringing offenders to
punifhment, we (hould confider ourfelves as doing
an a& of benevolence to the commonwealth, rather
than of cruelty to the individual,

FABLE
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FaB. CLXXIII. The Deer and f/JeVLion.

" A Deer, in her flight from the hunters, took re-
. fuge in a cave that fiood open before her,
thinking to lie concealed in it, till her perfuers were
gone. But the ‘cave proved to be 2 Lion’s den,
and the Lion immiediately feizing her, the died under
his gripe, faying thus;” Ah me! In my flight frony
the perfuit of men, I have run into the Jaws of the
crueleft of wild beafts !

MO R AT
Death is in ol the paths we tread,
Mocks ev'ry art we try,
Outfirips eur unavailing fpeed,
Or meets us as we 1.

APPLICATION.
Men of a too fearful temper, apt to be flartled
at the leaft appearance of danger, alarm themfelves

1)
A'1LLL
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with the moft terrible appre{xenﬁons, and in the

‘thurry of their fears, when their minds are not fuf-
ficiently compofed to provide for their fecurity, they

throw themfelves into the ‘moft defperate circum-

ftances. T'rue fortitude never difplays itfelf more

evidently, or exerts itfelf more laudably, than in

meeting danger with firmnefs and refclution. The

{kilful mariner gives the greateft proof of his know-

ledge in a ftorm ; but if he fuffers his fear and ap-

prehenfions to get the better of his cool judgment,

he manages the veflel fo ill, that while he avoids -
the peril of the open fea, he fuffers it to be ftranded

on the fhore, or bulged upon a rock.

Fanip CLEXW.
The Swallow and other Birds.

Swallow, feeing a Farmer fowing his ficld with

fax, advifed the Birds to pick up the feed 3

for that Nets were to be framed out of it to en{nare
¢hem. 'The Birds laughed at her, and called her a
fool
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fool and a falfe prophet. The flax fpringing up,

{he again warned them of thejr danger, and - wag
again laughed at for her fears. By and by the
flax ripening, the once more exhorted them to
pluck up the ftalk, and preferve themfelves from
deftru&ion ; but théy fHll remained obftinate, and
ftill mocked her idle apprehenfions.  Upon which
the Swallow, leaving the company of Birds, concj-
liated to herfelf the friendihip of mankind, and tock
up her dweHing with them. In the mean time
the flax is made into nets and fnares, for the
other Birds.

MAQ R AT,

Unhappy men, whofe hearts are prone to vige,
Blind to theiy 8oods and deaf to wife advice /!

Zoo late they mourn in anguifb and defpair,
When caught, and Srruggling in the fatal Jnare.

APPLICATION.

Men are commonly unwilling to liften to advice,
They cither confider the admonitions as marks of
the advifer’s pride, or as inftances of his folly 5 and
from an overweening conceit of their own know-
ledge, they obftinately fhut thejr eyes againft their
danger, till it is too late to prevent it. By this
ftubborn and untra@able difpofition we deprive our-
felves of the fecurity of friendfhip, and rob ourfelves
of the benefits which the good-will of our neighbours
would confer on us, We repent our obftinacy too
late, and fee our acquaintance enjoying alone that
fafety, which they would have extended to us.

FABLE
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Fasre CLXXV.
The Birds, the Beafts, and the Bat.

HERE was once a fierce war bhetween the

Birds and the Beafls; during which, the Bat,
pretending not to be of the winged race, deferted to
the Beafts, on whofe fide the advantage then was,
and took part againft his natural -allics, the Birds.
The Birds, however, being at laft victorious, ba-
nithed the Bat from their commonwealthy and de-
prived him of all the advantages of their fociety;
for which reafon the Bat is now afraid to venture
abroad in the air, till night, when all the other birds
are gone to reft.

VL E Ok S = T
Whate'er you follow, in the caufe be hearty,
True to your friends, and faitiful to your party.

A BB L-L.G AR T G

"The defertion of our friends, and abandoning our
natural connections, is always attended with certain
infamy,
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infamy, and commonly with utter ruin. ~Some little
advantage or convenience may perhaps be derived
from it at firft; we may acquire fome prefent be-
nefit, oravcid fome imminent danger; but the event
feldom fails to bring us to fhame, and proves that
we were more fecure in our original fituation. Such
a conduét betrays a meannefs of mind, which raifes
univerfal contempt and averfion : They who leave
their ancient allies, influenced by the profped of
gain, or urged by the fear of fome threatning peril,
cannot be entertained with confidence even by thofe
to whofe fide they defert; and having convinced all
mankind that they are not to be trufted, they will
in the end be excluded from fociety, and be athamed
vo. fhew their faces in the world. '

g AB. CLXXVI. T7%e Fitherman.

Fitherman, having ftretched his nets from one
’ fide of a river to the other, began dafhing
.the waters with a long pole, in order to drive the

fith
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afh into the nets. One of the neighbours, feeing
him difturb the waters in this manner, called cut to
him, faying, Prithee, be quiet, fellow! if you trou-
ble the f{tream at this rate, you will make it fo
muddy, thatwe fhall not be able to drink a-drop of
it.  Very likely, replied the Fifherman, if I do thus
- you may niot be able to drink; but if I was not to
~ do it, T am fure that Ifhould not be able to eat.

M ©® R A L.
The foldier thus unfbeaths bis cutting blade,
Flies to the field, and makes of war a trade ;
- And while by datly ravages be’s fed,
" From human bodies carves bis daily bread.

APPLICATION.

Petfons of a nice principle and of delicacy of fenti-
ment, will be cautious of engaging in employments,
in the perfuit of which they muft neceffarily practife
fraud, or be guilty of violence. It is perverting
the very end, and overturning the firft principles of
fociety, when inftead of contributing to the welfare
of mankind in return for the benefits we receive
from them, we fubfift by their ruin, and thrive on
their misfortunes. The ufurer, who takes the ad-
vantage of the diftreffes of his neighbour, and ad-
vances him a little ready cafh at an exorbitant rate of
intereft, lives by means, of which an honeft man
would be athamed : and the vile woman, who main-
tains her own worthlefs exiftence, by decoying the
weak and unwary of her fex to aéts of proftitution,
eats the bread of wickednefs and infamy. It behoves
us therefore, ftudioufly to avoid perfuing any plan
of life, which cannot be followed with honetty,
and maintained with reputations

L & “
FABLE
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Fasre CLXXVIL

ASchoolmaﬁer walking by the river fide, was
alarmed with the cries of ons in diftrefs. On
advancing a little further, he beheld one of his own
Scholars ftruggling in the water, and hanging by
the branch of a willow, which was fortunately
within his reach, when he found himfelf on the
point of finking. The corks, which lay on the
bank, betrayed to the Mafter the caufe of his Puipil’s
diftrefs ; and thewed that he had wantonly ventured
out of his depth, thinking that he had ftrength and
fkill enough to keep himfelf above water, without
their affiftance. The Schoolmafter, taking up the
corks, threw them to his Scholar, accompanied with
thefe words. Here, young man, take your corks,
and fave your life; and il you have gained more

' ftrength
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ftrength and experience, be fure that you never at-
tempt to {wim without them.

MR Ael.
Truft not yourfelf, advent’vous and fecure,
*Till vers'd in bus'nefs, and in years wmature :
Confult your elders ; ufe their [enfe alone,

Tl ace and practtice have confirm’d your cwn.
# J

A P BEPLICGA T 1.0,

It is an obfervation of Sir Walliam Temple, that
we are never fo far from wifdom and knowlege, as
when we think we have enough of both. A fond
conceit of our own abilities is the foundation of rafh-
nefs, and hurries us into the moft dangerous and pre-
cipitate meafures. A young man can no more con-
du& himfelf without the help of wholfome advice
from thofe of more experience and authority, than
a child can walk without the affiftance of leading-
ftrings or a go-cart. But rafhnefs is a vice peculiar
to youth, and may be fliled the characteriftic of that
{eafon of life. It behoves the young and inexpe-
rienced therefore to keep a cautious guard over their
paffions, and to check the irregularities of their dif-
pofition. This can be effefted no other way than
by liftening to the counfel given us by thofe of a
more advanced age; for, to make ufe of another
obfervation of the author abovementioned, A man
among children is long a child : a child among men,
foon a man.

23X

0 FABLE
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Fasre CLXXVIIL
The Jackdaw and the Sheep.

Pert Daw, feeing a Sheep at pafture, flew down
- A upon him, and fettling upon his fleece, began
to load him with the moft injurious reproaches. If
I were a dog, faid the poor Sheep, you durft not
treat me thus. No, replied the Daw, I never attack
Dogs, and when I firft fixt myfelf on your back,
T knew well enough that you was nothing but
Sheep.
M-O R-A L.

The coxcomb thus is fure to teaze ye,
1f be perceives you mild and eafy 3
His flippant pertnefs to prevent,

Let the fool fee you can refent.

APPLI-
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APPIICATION.

Impotence of returning injuries provokes attacks ;
but nothing furely can be more ungenerous than to
aim our wrath at thofe, who are unable to oppolfe
us. We can derive no glory from a viGtory over the
infirm and refiftlefs, and we thereby foil the repu-
tation of every other triumph. 'The weak and
diftreft demand our pity and affiftance, and it is ra-
ther the occupation of a fiend, than the bufinefs of
a hero, to add to the calamities of the miferable,
and to increafe the anguifh of thofe who are weak
and in affliction.

Fagp. CLXXIX. The Horfe and the Lion.

AN old crafty Lion, longing to devour a ﬁhe
plump horfe, fell upon the following firatagem
to get him into his clutches. He pretended great
fkill in phyfick and furgery, and gave out that he
could apply certain remedies in all forts of diforders

O 2 and



292 @ O F e SFOURH S,

and complaints. The Horfe faw through the Lion’s
deceit, and refolved to take a pleafant revenge on
him for it. He feigned himfelf to be in great tor-
ture from a thorn, which had run into his hoof,
and limped up to the Lion to take his advice on it.
The Lion, thinking to carry on the farce, affumed
the grave airs of a phyfician, and began to pore
_upon the Horfe’s heel; when the wanton young
Colt, watching his opportunity, gave the I.ion a
violent kick on the forehead, and trotted away
neighing with the utmoft f(atisfaltion, leaving the
Lion ftunned with the blow, and caught by cne
trick, while he intended to deftroy the Horfe by
another.
NGRSl

Fivel fix! or ten to one! the fbarper cries,

As der the courfe in queft of dupes he flies :

But with what glee the honeft gameflers grin,

/¥hen all the knowing ones are taken in.

APPLICATION.

This fable affords another illuftration of the plea-
fure we reccive from the deceiver’s being caught by
‘his own ftratagem, and outwitted by thofe on whom
he intended to practice his arts of fraud and knavery.
Villainy muft always be attended with fome unecafi-
nefs and remorfe ; and it has this pang added to all
the reft, that while the diftrefles of the good man
excite compaffion, the fufferings of the rogue are
objelts of univerfal ridicule.

23X

FABLE
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Fas. CLXXX. The Fox and the Thorn.

Fox, fcrambling haflily over a hedge, in his
flight from the hounds, a Thorn ran into his
foot, and tore it in a moft piteous manner. The
Fox, fmarting with the pain, ‘burft into complaints
and reproaches, faying, Woas ever any thing fo cruel
as to wound a poor creature, that wanted your affift-
‘ance ? No freedoms with me, mafter Reynard, fzid -
the Thorn : you may make fools of others perhaps,
but whoever pretends to any impertinent familiaritics
with me is fure to fmart for it
M o R ool
Let not the wag pmfuﬁze 147 [ﬁort,
With thofe who can the je/t retert:

The fooly who tramples on a thorn,
No wonder if bis foot be torn.

0 3 APPLIL
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AP P L T6 AT TG

‘The familiar impudence of impertinent coxcombs
frequently expofes them to correGion, when they
miftake their men, and happen to break their jefts
on thofe, who look upon fuch liberties as demand-
ing chaftifernent at. their hands. Pert behaviour
renders them fo odious to fome, and fo ridiculous
- to all,; that many are tempted to check their info-
lence with 2 good deal of afperity, and the reft of the
world, who are witnefles of their fufferings, do not
‘entertain the lealt compaflion for them.

Faszre CLXXXI.
The Peacock and the Magpie.

o —

== 7
\

NCE upon a time, the birds refolved to chufe

a king, upon which the Peacock offered him-

felf as a candidate for the royalty, on account of
the beauty of his perfon. The birds, ftruck with
the dignity of his appearance, were on the point of
declaring
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declaring him their monarch duly elected, when an
arch Magpie addreffed his intended majefty in thefe
words : But, pray, fir, fuppofing that in your reign
the eagle fhould invade us, how do you propofe to

deliver us from his clutches ! At thefe words the
Peacock fhut up his-fpreading tail ; the birds per-
ceiving their abfurdity, ftopt the eletion ; and they
have fince continued free as the air, through which
they fly. : «
: M R A L
Beauty, frail idal of the weak and vainy
" Extends not der the flate her childifb reign:
Strong mufi the fou'reign be that awes the bold,
And potent vulers are of coarfer mould,

APPEEEC ATION.

The multitude are dazzled by thew, but men of
good fenfe dire@ their attention to things of more
confequence, 'T'hey penetrate deeper than the mere
{furface, and examine into the intrinfick worth of
any thing, before they eftimate it’s value at an high
rate. The fair fex are particularly apt to err in this
circumftance.  They often negleét the valuable man
for the fake of the fop, and felect their lords and
mafters from the moft worthlefs part of the male
fex. ‘The choice of 2 plain man with an honeft
heart, will enfure them more happinefs, than the
cropty vanity of the fine gentleman. This fable
indeed feems rather of 2 political - turn, and
fems intended to -teach us, that the qualifica-
tions of thofe, who fet themfelves up as candidates
to govern and dire& us, fhould be fcrutinized with
the utmoft nicety 3 and we {hould never inveft thofe
with power and authority, who are not capable of
affording us protection.

O 4 FABLE
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Fasug, CLYXKIT. ’
The Fowler and the Pheafant.

AFowler going out to fhoot, fpied a Pheafant,
and immediately planted his gun againft his
fhoulder, and took aim at the poor Bird: but juft
as he was preparing to difcharge his gun, he recei-
ved a mortal fting on the foot from an adder.
Smit with the fudden anguith of the wound, he
threw down his gun in the agonies of death, and
faid thus : Wretch that Tam ! my fate is juft; it s
juft that T thould perith myfelf, while I am medi-
tating the death of another.

1% ok U ks B

The rogue, that bolds a piftol at your head,
Knows that with juftice ta the tree be's led
Tle flern decrees of law nore wifh to alter,
Pleasd that the piflol brings bim to a haker.

APPLI-
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APPLICATELON
“The punifhment of wickednefs is fo juft in itfelf,

that the {ufferer himfelf cannot but confefs that he
deferves the pains infli¢ted on him. To do to our
¢ neighbours, as we would they fhould do unto us,”
is a principle of morality, the equity of which en-
forces itfelf fo ftrongly upon our minds, that we
never fail to be fenfible of our crimes on the viola-
tion of it. Our own confciences condemn Uus, and
draw up all our offences in judgment againft us.
How ftudioufly therefore ought we to endeavour to .
keep our minds void of offence, and dread to ap-
pear with a fhocking confcioufnefs of wilful fins
about us, before that tribunal, whofe fentence,
however fevere, we muit own to be ftrictly juft!

Farre CLXXXIIL
The Labourer and Fortune.

Labourer, turning up the ground in 2 field,
@ruck his pick-ax againt feveral pots of gold.
Rejoiczd at the fight of fo much treafure, he threw

Q 5 down
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down his pick-ax with extafy, and began to worfhip
the ground, and to return thanks to the earth for
it’s great bounty to him. Upon this the goddefs
Fortune appeared to him, and faid thus: Ungrate-
ful as thou art | beftow thy thanks on me, to whom
they are moft due : If thou hadft loft fuch a treafure,
you would have been forward enough to have charged
me with it, and to have accufed me as the caufe of
your unhappinefs. '

MO A T
With nice difcernment and judicious aim,
Do the right mark direft your praife or blame !
Cenfure unjuft, and praife without defert
Shew a weak heas and an unfecling heart.

APPLICATION.

How often- do we afcribe our fuccefs or misfor=
tunes to wrong caufes ! Vanity fometimes leads us
to confider our profperity as the natural refult of our
own fagacity, and inattention fometimes induces us
to make acknowledgements to wrong perfons. But
if we would have our praifes valued, we fhould be
cautious to dire€t them properly, OQur thanks z2re
an indirect affront to thofe who receive them without
deferving them, and at the fame time an a& of open
ingratitude to thofe who merit them without re-
ceiving them. TIn profperity, as well as in adverfity,
let us not forget to own the power and goodnefs of
heaven; and fince we often weary the Almighty
with the cries of our diftrefs, Iet us not negleét to
fend up our acknowledgements of his goodnefs with
the voice of gratitude !

FABLE
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FasrLe CLXXXIV.

~Wolf, difguifing himfelf in the fleece of 2
Sheep, mixed among the flock, and daily
devouted fome of them. The fhepherd difcovering
the fraud, tied a rope round the Wolf’s neck, and
hung him upon a trec. Heydey! friend, faid ano-
ther {hepherd, do you hang upyour {fheep? No re-
plied he, but always hang up 2 Wolf in fheep’s
cloathing. ,
M O R A L

The hnave profeft may feem a gen'rons foey

Deeferves a rope; yet claims our pity 100 5

But dragg’d to light, and fiript of bis difguife,

The [neaking bypocrite unpitied dies. i

APPLICATION.
The dete&ion of fraud and impofture never fails
to create univerfal fatisfaction. Hypocrify, by af-
fuming
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fuming the mafk of virtue, makes vice fl] more
odious and abominable ; and whenever it is forcibly
torn off, or drops off by accident, every one rejoices
at the punithment of the offender. It is indeed a
very ftrong, though filent encomium upon virtue,
that many villains are obliged to affume the appear-
ance of it, in order to perfue their wicked {fchemes
{uccefsfully : but the bafe arts of hypocrites ought
ftoput-us on our guard, and to inftrud ys to be-
ware of their ftratagems. We {hould examine the
conduct and behaviour of thofe, who intrude them-
felves officioufly into our company, and take care
that we do not entertain an enemy, while we mean
to cherifh a friend.

FaBLE CLXXXV,
Jupiter and the Herdfiman,

AN Herdfman having loft an heifer, prayed to
Jupiter, promifing him the facrifice of 2 kid,

if he woul l difcover whither i+ was ftrayed, or wha
i ‘ had
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had ftolen it. He had fcarce finithed his prayer,
when, turning his eyes he beheld the heifer lying
dead on the ground, and a lion growling over it.
Scared at the fight, he fell on his knees again, fay-
ing, O Jupiter, inftead of the kid I promifed thee,
to fhew me the thief, if thou wilt deliver me from
his clutches, I will facrifice to thee a bull.

M. O R A L
Short-fighted wretch! endure thy care,

Nor beave th’ impatient figh:
Heav'n bears thee, but perbaps thy pray'r
*Tis mercy to deny.

ABPL1IC A T.I-Q=N

It is the duty of mankind to place implicit confi-
dence in the care of providence, which can better
dire& what is for our welfare, than we know how
to afk for it. ‘The author of providence forefees
every dependant good and relative evil, and there-
fore takes care of every thing for the beft, however
inconvenient and untoward circumftances may ap-
pear to us, who fee but a part, and that a ver
{mall one, of the magnificent fyftem of the univerfe,
and know nothing of our own fate, more than ap-
pertains to the prefent moment. Prayers indeed
fhould be offered at the throne of the omnipotent
governor of nature; but then they thould be put up
with humility, not arrogantly making particular de-
mands, but fubmitting our neceflities to his wifdom
and power, and trufting that he will provide what
is meeteft to relieve them,

FABLE
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EVERAL Geefe and Cranes were devouring
a field of corn ; upon notice being given of their
ravages, a whole troop of countrymen came to rout
them. The Cranes, being thin and light, took
wing, and eafily flew away: but the Geefe, who
were too heavy to get off fo haftily, were all taken

and deftroyed.

M. O.R. &, L

Such is the flavifh fubjec¥s wretched fate,
Where tyrants reign in arbitrary flate:

The lean and indigent efcape with eafey
#bile the rich burgher is the [punge they [queeze.

APPLICagst’.1 O N,
‘Wealth has many cares annexed to it, with which
the poor and needy are not afflicted. 'The poflef-
fions of the rich furnifh fpoil for the robber, levies

and exallions for the tyrant, and tribute for the con-
queror :
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queror : while the humble cottages of the peafant
are unmolefted by the hand of rapine or oppreffion.
A competency to fupply the neceffities of nature is
indeed to be defired; but we fhould rather endeavour
to contract our wants, than to multiply them; and
not vainly grafp at the augmentation of our poi-
feffions, which will increafe our cares, by adding to
our danger. Perfons of fmall fortunes have as
much reafon to be contented as the rich., Their
fituation is full as happy, confidered all together :
for, if they are deprived of fome gratifications,
which the rich enjoy, they are alfo exempted from
many troubles and uncafinefles neceffarily cleaving

to riches.

Fap. CLXXXVIL The Ape and ber Twins.

N Ape, having brought forth Twins, doated
upon one of them, and difliked the other.
One day, being perfued by 2 pack of dogs, the

took up her favourite between her arms, and with-
out
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out thinking what became of the other, fcampered
away: but in the hurry and confufion of her flight,
fhe dropt her darling bantling, and the dogs fell
upon him, and tore him to pieces. Mean while,
the other having jumped brifkly upon his dam’s back
on the firft alarm, got off with fafety upon her

fhoulders.
BRI CR N K

By dear mama’s o’erweaning Sondnefs [poil’d,
Carefs'd and pamper’d, dies the Jav'rite child :

The boy fbe flights, rough, vig’rous, and well-grown,
Unaided bLears the trunt, and Jhifts alone.

AP Rl d OB T 110 N

The affectionate tendernefs ‘of the parent often
proves the ruin of the child. The love of a mother
often thews itfelf in a very ridiculous manner, and
makes the fon a helplefs wretch and 2 fool. Little
matter truly muft not go abroad, leff the wind thould
give him cold, or the fun fpoil his complexion; he
‘muft not read, left it thould hurt his eyes; nor be
fent to {chool, becaufe he is delicate, forfooth, and
cannot bear the company of rude boys, or the cor-
re€tion of the mafter. By thefe means, he is dif-
qualified from being able to thift for himfelf in the
world, his conftitution is impaired, and his talents
are uncultivated. In the mean time, they who
have been expofed to hardthips, and foundly lafhed
through a great {chool, make their way to the
firft honours, -and bring credit on their family and
themfelves,

%

FABLE
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Fap. CLXXXVIIL The Hart and the Vine.

AHart, fiying from the hunters, concealed her-
felf beneath the leaves of a Vine. When the
huntfmen had paffed by a little way, the Hart, think-
ing herfelf fafe, began to eat the Vine-leaves ; upon
which the hunters, hearing fomething ruftle in the
Vine, fhot their arrows at random, and wounded
the Hart, who expired uttering thefe words : Ah me!
I fuffer juftly, who die by offering an injury to the
Vine, that fo kindly afforded me protection.

M OGRS A L

IWhen fuch the thanks, the recompenfe he payss
For life preferv’d, and added length of days,
Sure doubly juft th’ ungenerous traitor’s woes

If from bis own ingratitude it flow.

APPLI-
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A PR QAT Mo

The juftice of the punifhment inflidted on the
ungrateful is a- leflon often inculcated in the courfe
of thefe fables. There is indeed no maxim which
deferves more frequent repetition ; and if the heart
is capable of amendment by precept and admonition,
no virtue thould be more ftrongly enforced and te..
commended than gratitude. T'he want of fentiments
of acknowledgement of favours, debafes our natures,
and depraves our minds ; and if our unfeé]ir_)g hearts
bring any evils on us, none commiferate our mis-
fortunes, and our own confciences confefs the Juftice
of our fufferings,

. Fasiz CLXXXIX.
The Fox and the :Hedgehog.

Fox, who was crofling a river, and found the
bank on the oppofite fide fo fteep and rugged

that he could not afcend it, was difturbed in his en-
deavours
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deavours to gain the fhore, by a {warm of water-
fiies, that fettled on his head, and ftung him. An
Hedghog upon ‘the bank, who was witnefs of his
painful fituation, kindly offered to drive away the
flies. No, prithee, my dear friend, let them alone,
(2id the Fox: This {fwarm muft by this time have
almoft glutted themfelves with my blood 5 but if
you drive thefe away, a frefh {warm, more hungry
and violent, will immediately quarter themfelves
upon me, ané put me to more exquifite torture.

MO R &k

O'ercharg’d and glutted with enormous preys

Keep your old tyrant fatefman fill in play s

PVith keener edge the pew-raifed minion Carvess
" And drains your treafure, the’ the nation flarvess

APPLIGCATEON

Minifters too frequently confider the people, whofe
affairs they are entrufted with, as their prey rather
than their charge. A fuccefiion of fuch minifters is
more calamitous to 2 nation, than famine, war, Of
peftilence. Every new favourite has new views to
promote, and fucks out the wealth of the people to
enrich himfelf and his family. In fuch a cafe indeed
the old fatted minifter is preferable to the indigent
upftart. But England may furely hope to fecure
to herfelf a wife and juft adminiftration, that will
ftudy her intereft, and attend to the welfare of the
public, rather than confine themfelves to the narrow
and fordid views of their own private intereft.

FABLE
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Fap. CXC. " e Wolves and the Shecp.

OZ\J CE upon a time the Wolves and the Sheep

agreed to make peace, the Wolvyes giving up
their young ones, and the Sheep their dogs, as hofta-
ges for the prefervation of it. The young Wolves,
being deprived of their dams, began to howl for
want of being fuckled : upon which the Wolves
ruthed in upon the Sheep, crying, that the treaty
was broken, and the poor flocks, being defencelefs
for want of their dogs, were torn to pieces.

MiOe R AL,
Pow’r all their reafon, empire all their aim,
Nor aw'd by Juftice, nor witheld by fhame,
Great monarchs thus o’er-rule the T4/t caufe,
The faith of nations, and the Jorce of laws.
APPLICATION.
e who makes conceflions to an enemy, which

take away the means of his defence, is thamefully
. inattentive
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inattentive to his own ‘ntereft and welfare, and be-
trays the moft dangerous weaknefs of mind. With
what fafety can we venture to put ourfelves in the
power of thofe, who have been long endeavouring
to affail us ? If they now affume 2 milder afpect, it
is only to draw us ‘nto a fatal confidence in them,
and to induce us to difarm ourfelves of our caution
and the inftruments of our defence. Mankind in ge- -
neral are not to be trufted with implicit faith, fince
there are few who will not make ufe of our confi-
dence in them to our prejudice : but when we put
ourfelves unguarded ‘nto the hands of our adver-
{aries, nobody will be aftonifhed, if they foon com-
mence a&s of hoftility.

N old man having dreamed that his fon would

be deftroyed by a Lion, confined him to the
houfe, left he fhould be expofed to the fury of that
animal by going abroad into the foreft. The young
man could not well brook this confinement; and
one
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one day looking round the room, and fecing the
picture of a Lion, it raifed his indignation fo far,
that he could not help running up to it in anger,
and as it were to revenge himfelf on the accurfed
caufe of his imprifonment. He ftruck at the pic-
ture with great vehemence; and hitting on a large
fharp nail, that was concealed behind it, the nail
wounded him fo deeply, thas he died foon after of
a fever occafioned by the wound.

sS4 N IOUERe A by
Thus vifionary Jools forefee their fate,
And from vain dreams fulflantial ills create
Scar’d by their own delufive whimfies, run
On the dire mifchicf and the death they fhun.

A PRI C AT O N,

Superftition is the author of innumerable evils.
It argues a narrow mind, and a want of proper
confidence in the care of heaven. How inconfiftent
and contraditory is the conduct of fuch perfons !
T'hey imagine things to be predeftined, and yet they
bufy themfelves in ridiculous cautions to ‘prevent
their coming to pafs: as if the weak and vain efforts
of human power or prudence, were able to counter-
act the will, or reverfe the decrees, of the omnipo-
tent. The misfortunes of life are fufficiently nu-
merous, without our increafing them with imaginary
evils, and adding new calamities to thofe with which
we are already afflited. We fhould confider that
heaven has kindly concealed from us the knowledge
of futurity: and if we pry too curioufly into probable
events, and fill our minds with abfurd conceptions
of them, we fhall become the inftruments of our
own deftruction, and bring down upon our heads
thofe very evils, of which we have without caufe
entertained fuch dreadful apprehenfions,

EABLF
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Fasre CXCIL
The two Rogues and the Cook.

ACouple of Sharpers went into a Cook’s fhop
pretending to buy fome meat ; and watching
their opportunity, one of them ftole a piece of beef,
and gave it to his companion, who flipt it under
his cloak. The Cook foon miffed his meat, and
charged them both with the theft, He who had
ftolen it, fwore folemnly in the name of Jupiter,
that he had it not; and he who had it, {wore in
the fame manner, that he did not take it. Well,
faid the Cook, I indeed cannot difcover the thief,
but he, by whom you fwear, beheld the crime,
and knows where the guilt lies.

"M O R A L
Thus quibbling thieves evade the charge,
Offend the laws, and go at large:
But though *tis bard the crime 1o fix,
We know they’re guilty by their tricks
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A PPIC A MO N

Equivocation is the loweft art of a liar, the
meaneft fubterfuge of a bafe mind. It adheres
fteadily to the meaning of the falfhood, and plays
with 1t in words. Such abject trifling with our
confciences is the moft dangerous fpecies of wicked-
nefs : but furely none can be {o weak as to imagine
that they thereby palliate their crimes, or commit
any lefs violation of veracity. Their tale indeed
may be fo well concerted, and fo artfully entangled
with intricate falfhoods, that it is not poflible for
man to unravel them ; but (to ufe the folemn words
of the fable) <« He, by whom they fwear, beheld
¢ the crime, and knows where the guilt lies.”

Fas. CXCIII. 7% Fighting Cocks.

TWO Cocks fought for the pofleflion of the
hens: after a tight battle, one, being over-
come, fneaked off, and hid himfelf for fhame;
while
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while the triumphant Cock flew to an high place,
and clapped his wings, and crowed with the utmoft
infolence and exultation. An hungry Eagle who
faw him at a diftance, came down upon him, and
carried off the conqueror in his talons ; upon which,
the vanquifhed Cock, who had beheld the whole
affair, came out with triumph in his turn, and
ftrutted and crowed among the hens, as if he had
obtained the vi&ory.

MO R A L

TVith temper and diferetion bear [ uceefs,

Nor in misfortunes ufe difcretion lefs :

N2er, like the Cock, your lnd Te Deums crow,
Nor [culk defpairing like bis vanquifl’d foe.

AR PP B C-AE O N

The viciffitudes of human life are fo various and
{o fudden, that they ought to reprefs immoderate
exultation, and prevent unmanly defpair. ‘Lhe
wheel of fortune may be reverfed in a moment ; and
we may be caft from the moft profperous fituation,
or lifted from mifery, with the moft unexpeéted ra-
pidity. A wife man therefore will not place too high
a value on bleflings, which he knows to be no more
than temporary; nor will he repine at evils, whofe
duration may perhaps be but fhort, and cannot be
eternal. He will fubmit himfelf with humility and
refignation to the decrees of providence, and the
will of heaven : In profperity, the fear of evil will
check the infolence of triumph ; and in adverfity,
the hope of good will fuftain his {pirit, and teach
him to endure his misfortunes with conftancy and
fortitude,

P FABLE
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Fasr e CXCIV.
HAfop and the Infolent Fellow.

\ NN infolent fellow threw a flone at Aifop:
Thank you, friend, faid Afop, here is a pen-

ny for you: I have no more money myfelf, but Pl
putyou in a way of getting more from anether :
Do but throw a ftone at that rich man yonder, and
he will reward you more handfomely. The fellow
did as he was directed, and ZEfop had the pleafure of
feeing him put into the flocks for his audacioufnefs.

Mt RUA: L.
Vife meny the woid of pow’r, have yet the fenfe,
By due corvettion to turb infolence::
Still with ther own the great man’s canfe they mix,
And punifh, with his arm, the pert knave's tricks.
ATRPIP A AT TO-N
It commonly proves a misfortune to the impertinent
to efcape at firft with impunity, Their punithment
ol
mieht
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_ might then perhaps have been moderate, and their

- difgrace but fmall, as their offence was light and
. &4 grivial. But their infolence, daily gathering new
i ““{tength from fuccefs, leads them to more open alts
{ - ofyiolence, and increafes the rigour of their punifh-
ments.  They often begin indeed by levelling their
attacks at the mean and inconfiderable, but even here
they fometimes meet witht unexpefted chaftifement =

o & . is called “in to the affiftance of thofe who want
g power, ard lie who renders himfelf offenfive to others

by his infolence, is almoft fure to be entrapped by
ffratagem, or checked with violence.

Fas. CXCV. The Foﬁ and the Hen.

Fox having got into an henrooft in hopes of

LR prey, found only one Hen in it, and fhe was
fitting on fo high a perch, thathe could not get at
her. However he attempted to bring her within his
reach by ftratagem. Sifter, faid he, T am afraid you
are fick: you do not lpok well, I promile you:

P2 come
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come down, and I will cure youin aninftant. No,
I thank you, my dear brother, faid the Hen fmiling,
as fick as I am, I will not be let blood to day, I
aflure you.

B RGN
Learn bence, if Efop may advice,
Art lefs than honefly to prize ;
For with bis match the Fox is fitted,
And often, though a wit, outwitted,

2 G o U O SB N  BE

Profeflions of friendfhip and frank proffers of fer-
vice fhould be received with caution, and heard
with diftruft. ~ Many, who have defigns upon us,
and know they cannot fucceed by violence, endea-
vour to gain their ends on us by fraud and artifice.
"To blaft their black fchemes, and to difappoint their
wicked hopes, is a pleafure to thofe on whom they
practice them, and gives great fatisfaction to the reft
of the world.  In the mean time the knave outwitted
Ineaks off with the worft grace in the world, and
feels himfelf to be an object of hatred and derifion -
for though villainy triumphant difplays the moft
confummate infolence, yet villainy, unattended with
fuccefs, is alfo unattended with the fortitude apper-
taining to diftreft virtue, and produces the moft
abject poverty of fpirit.

%

FABLE
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; Basie« €XCVIL
The Old Woman and ber Hen.

N Old Woman, who kept feveral cocks and
hens, hearing one of the Hens cackle prodi-
gioufly, cried out, how now, dame partlet, why do
you make fo much noife ? I have laid an egg, goody,
f2id the Hen, Well, what then? replied the Old
Worman: cannot you lay an egg without cackling ?

MEs@i T R A ke
Their bus'nefs of much moment half-difpatch’d,
Their egg indeed well laid, - but yet unhaichi'd,
Their fly defigns vain-glorious babblers tell,
And craftier varlets crufb them in the jhell.

APPLICATION.

People of little minds and narrow notions are very
apt to magnify their own confequence to themfelves,

3 and
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and to boaft of having accomplifhed the moft trivial
undertakings. They go abeut {founding forth their
own worth, and filling their ears with the mufick of
their own praifes, however harfhly they may grate
on the nerves of others. Vanity will difplay itfelf on
the moft ridiculous occafions, ‘and derive more ima-
ginary honour to itfelf from a country-dance or a
foxchace, than a great general from a well-fought
battle. Modefty and humility are in the number of
the moft amiable virtues, and thould be duly culti-
vated jas they afford proteGion even to ignorance and
inability, and throw an uncommon luffre on genius
and merit.

Faw. CXCVII, Tle Bull and the Calf,

ABull wanting to get into an hovel where the
rack was well ftocked with {weet hay, met with
fome difficulty in getting his horns through the door-
way. A Calf, who was within, pertly direCted him
how to bend himfelf, in order to guide his horns

into
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snto the ftable. Peace, filly Calf, faid the Bull, ]
knew that well enough, before you was born.

M @R A

We think our fathers foolsy fo wife we grow !
Our wifer fonsy 1o doubty will think us 0. PorE.

A PP LICATLON

Deference and refpe& are at all times due from
young people to their feniors. It is no more than
is owing to their age and their experience: Young
men fhould not be forward to obtrude advice on
their elders, and pertly erect themfelves into mo-
nitors, fince they do not thereby manifel their
wifdom, but their folly. Difcoverics new to taem
are hacknied maxjms to thofe advanced in. years,
and truths with which they have long ago been ac-
quainted. Itis rather an amiable quality in a young
man to fubmit himfelf to the guidance and direction
of his elders, to beg their advice in the formation of
his mind, and the regulation of his condutt: and
when he proceeds rathly with a ridiculous confidence
in his own knowledge and abilities, he is almoft fure
to {uffer for it; but when he not only pretends to
think properly for himfelf, but alfo to direct thofe,’
by whom he {hould himfelf be directed, his forward
behaviour expofes him to contempt, and fubjects
him to reproof.

P4 FABLL
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Fony b Xy
The Fithermen and Mercury.

SOI\/IE Fifhermen, having caft their nets, took

feveral large turtles; and finding, upon dividing
the booty, -that there was much more than they
could eat, they invited Mercury, who was walking
on the fea fhore, to take part with them. But
Mercury perceiving that he was not invited out of
civility and good-nature, but only that he might
contribute to eafe them of their load of provifions,
told them to eat the turtle, which they had taken,
by themfelves,

Ve D RUA T

With feorn his profferd bounty I refufe,

Who gives me only what he cannor ufe :

As kind as he, my very dog will quit,

Churl as be is, the bone he cannot eat.

aPPL -
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AP P AT N

Kindnefs and civilities do not always proceed from
benevolence and good-nature, but often flow from -
private views. There is no generofity in beltowing
on others what we diflike ourfelves; and fuch fa-
vours refle&t no merit on the givers, and excite no
gratitude in thofe on whom they are beftowed. A
difinterefted turn of mind, and a laudable thirft of
doing good to our fellow creatures ennobles every
act of charity, and raifes the gift into a kind of ob-
lation : whereas the bounty of thofe, who are urin-
fluenced by thefe principles, lofes it’s real value, and
though it may produce fome accidental good to
others, does no honour to the hand that beftows it.

Fas. CXCIX. Afop af play.-

N Athenian fecing Zitlop at play *with {ome
L boys, laughed at his olly.  Upon which
{op, confcious of his {uperiority*over this pre-
. tended cenfor, laid an unftrung bow cn the ground,
Big faying,
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faying, Tell me, wifeacre, what I mean by that,
A croud gathered about them, and the Athenian,
after having cudgelled his brains to no purpofe,
was at length obliged to confefs his inability to an-
fwer the queftion which was put to him. Why then,
faid ZEfop, learn this from me: If you keep the
bow' always ftretched, you will foon break it; but
if you fuffer it to be relaxed, it will be fit for ufe
whenever you have occafion for it.

M 24D R AT
The weary mind, relaxing Jrom if’s pains,
New force and vigour Jrom amufement gains *
As when the dancer all bis efforts tries,
He finks, to gain a greater Jbring to rife.

AP TR PN

The mind of man is not formed for unremitted
attention, nor his body for uninterrupted labour :
and we can no more go through any bufinefs re-
quiring intenfe thought, without unbending the
mind, and relaxing it from the fatigue of contem-
plation, than we can perform a long journey with-
out refrefhing ourlelves by due reft at the feveral
ftages of it. "They who ook with contempt on light
amufements, or inveigh with feverity againtt trivial
diverfions, do not duly “confider their ufe, and re-
flect how neceffary they are to the accomplifhment
of the moft important purpofes. 'The faculties, al-
ways kept on the ftretch, lofe their tone and vigour,
and become dull and languid. The mind is formed
for contemplation, the body for exercife: but con-
tinual contemplation, and continual labour would
deftroy both. We fhould not therefore be athamed
to relax at proper intervals; and as the fabbath re-
news the ftrength of the p:afanis, and fits them to

refurn
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return to. their labours with chearfulnefs, fo alittle
“holiday in our ftudies qualifies us to purfuc them with
. freth affiduity, and greater probability of fuccefs.

Fas. CC. The Fool and the Moon.

A Fool fitting one night by a river-fide, faw the

refle@ion of the Moon in the water, and im-~
mediately baited his hook with cream-cheefe, and
threw in his line to angle for it. After he had
fat for fome time, and wondered that the Moon
did not bite, the Man in the Moon cried out to him
with an hollow voice, and faid thus: Fool that the
art! to fifh for the thadow of the moon in the river!
thou hadft better put a worm upoi thy hook, .and
angle for barbel and gudgeons.

MO RO AL,
Syt with the daxzling glare of empiy fhew, '
The fimple maid thus angles for a beau:
The wifer fair with feorn the bauble vietws,
And men of fenfe, @ nobler game, perfues.

P 6 APPLI-
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The purfuits and expeélations of many perfons in
the world are as abfurd and ridiculous,” as the em-
ployment of the fool in the above fable. Some men
of deep learning, and much ingenuity and appli-
cation mifguided, have gravely endeavoured to ac-
complifh as ridiculous purpofes, and have run after
Inventions equally ridiculous, as js very humour-
oully thewn in the following paflage taken from, Sir
William Temple. - Y

¢ I have heard of wondrous pretenfions and vi-
¢ fions of men, pofieled with notions of the ftrange
¢ advancement of learning and fciences, on foof in
¢ this age, and the progrefs they are likely to make

““ in the next; as, the univerfal medicine, which
“ will certainly cure all that have it: the philofo-
“¢ pher’s {tone, which will be found out by men
¢ that care not for riches : the transfufion of young
¢ blood into old mens veins, which will nrake thepy
¢ as gamefome as the lambs, from which it is to
¢ be derived: an univerfal language, which may
*¢ ferve all mens turn, when they have forgot their
“ own: the knowledge of one another’s thoughts,
¢ without the grievous trouble of fpeaking : the art
“ of flying, till a man happens to fall down and
“ break his neck : double-bottomed thips, whereof
¢ none can ever be caft away, befides the firft that
¢ was made : the admirable virtue of the noble and
¢ neceflary juice called fpittle, which will come to
¢ be fold, and very cheap, in the apothecaries thops :
¢ difcoveries of new worlds- in the planets, and
¢ voyages between this world and that in the moon,
“ to be, made as frequently as between York and
¢ Londorn: flights, which fuch poor mortals as [
*¢ am, think as wild as thofe of Ariofts, but vrith-
¢ out half {o much wit, or fo much inftru@i. n;
“¢ for there, thefe modern fages may know, where
¢¢ they may hope in time to find their loft fen‘es,
¢ preferved in phiils, with thofe of Orlands.”

FABLE
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Fas. CCl. The Mole with Spe&ddes;

%V‘ole, having confulted many oculifts for the

4N bettering of his fight, -was at-laft- proyided

with a good pair of {petacles; but upon his 'en-

deavouring to make ufe of them, his mother told
‘him very prudently, that {peltacles, mough they

might help the eye of a man, could be of no ufe

to a Mole.

Mei@ RGAN A,

<< Swift 75 obfeure, and Addifon wants tafic,

<¢ Shakefpeare 75 bhw,and Milton all bombajl ”—
Thus wit ifelf /J{/&*ﬁfwzm ook condemn,
And fenfe ah{! genius ave all dark to them.

A PP RawE AT L€ N

The above fable is quoted by the 1*”"*110115 au-

thor of the SPEcTATOR, and inftead o

tions of our own, we fhall fubjoin h;a ci rant ap
plicdtion of it.

¢ I am not at all mcreified, when fometimes I |

¢ fee my works thrown afide by men of no tafte

¢ nor
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nor learning. There is a kind of heavinefs and
ignorance that hangs upon the minds of ording-
ry men, which is too thick for kriowledge to
break through. Their fouls are not to be en.
lighténed : To thefe I muft apply the fable of
the Mole. : '

““ But befides fuch as are Moles through igno-
rance, there are others, who are Moles through
envy. It is impofiible for them to difcover beay-
ties in another’s works; they have eyes only for
fpots and blemithes: They can indeed fee the
light, as it is faid of the animals which are their

' namefakes, but the idea of it is painful to them -

they immediately fhut their eyes upon it, and
withdraw themfelves into a wilful obfcurity.”

Fas. CCII. Th:Will explained Ly ]Efop.

{

e _.‘ ;,'
Tlie 167 IR
A

]"l z‘ -

v
f

A !_H S L\

i

N Athenian dying left three daughters, one
handfome and a coquette, another frugal and

induftrious, and a third given to drinking and very
ugly: The father left great pofleffions of which he

made
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made their mother the heirefs, under the condition
however, that fhe fhould divide them equally be-
¢ween his three daughters, but in fuch manner, that
they thould not poflefs or enjoy what was bequeathed
them ; and that as foon as they ceafed to have what
they had received, they fhould pay their mother an
hundred pounds apiece. The mother, not knowing
how to explain fuch extraordinary legacies, and
having confulted {everal councellors in vain, deter-
mined at length to do what the thought honeft and
equitable, without troubling herfelf about the legal
conftrucion of the will.  Accordingly the allotted
the wearing apparel, plate, and equipages to the
coquette ; the farms, cattle, and tools of hufbandry
{he deftined for the frugal young woman ; and the
cellar, well ftored with wines, together with the
fine houfe and gardens, to her that was given to
drinking. She was juft about to divide the dead
man’s effeés in this manner, when Afop interpo ed,
and explained the Will in the following manner.
The houfe, and fine gardens, and rich wines, faid
he, give to the frugal girl ; the apparel, diamonds,
and equipage, give to her that is ugly and fond of
wine; and the farms, cattle, and implements of
hufbandry to the coquette. The ugly girl will im-
mediately fell the cloaths and jewels for the fake of
liquor; the coquette will fell her farms to purchafe
finery ; and the frugal girl will get rid of her cellar
at any rate. 'Thus neither of the daughters will pof-
fefs her proper legacy, and will be able to pay their
mother the hundred pounds bequeathed by the Will,
out of the money for which they will fell their fe-

veral bequefts. MORAL
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Pert Barrifiers ! grave Serjeants ! learn from bence
Zo marry Commen Law 1o Common Senfe !
WiLes, vpid of cant and Jargon of the courts,

Are worft explain’d by Cafes and Reporss.
APPLICATION

Some men are born to be the wonder of the age,
in which they live. They are bleft with 2 quicknefs
of parts, and folidity of underftanding, which the
reft of mankind muft defpair of attaining.  On thefe
men, heaven feems to have poured a more than ordi-
nary portion of the etherial fpirit, to have enlarged
their minds with magnificent ideas, and e haye en-
lightened them with fhining talents, almoft ap-
proaching to infpiration. The tranfcendent bright-
nefs of their fouls pierces through the mifts of igno-
rance or difficulty, impenetrable by commion under-
ftandings. They plan and condu& important un-
dertakings, refolve doubts, and explain myfteries,
with a facility peculiar to themfelves.  Such “are the
men, to whom we afcribe the glorious quality of
genius; and among thefe Asop has always been
accounted one of the moft eminent and illuftrious,
His FasLes thould be read with diligence and at-
tention; and it would be a fige employment for 2
young mind to exert itfelf in deducing proper morals
and refleétions from them, with a laudable emulation
of the fagacity fhewn by Asop himfelf in his expla-~
nation of the Will, as here related,



BILITIES, not to be eftimated by compari-
fon with others; 225

Ablurdities, run after even by the learned and ingeni-
ous, 324 i o

Accomplifiments intelle¢tual, fuperior to external, 222

Advantages poflefled, not to be parted from for un-
certain profpelts, 109 :

Adverfaries, the danger of fudden Reconciliations with
them, 214 '

Advice, generally ill received, 284

Affability a virtue recommended by the ancients, 102

Affe&ation, the fource of folly, 122

Allies, to be chofen with caution, 50. Sometimes turn
out the worft enemies, &:d.

Ambition, works it’s own overthrow, 12

Analogy, between perfons in high and low life; and
how calculated ‘to flatter pride, 123

Anger, the fuppreflion of it betokens a great mind, 35

Application, the neceflity of it to cultivate our ta-
lents, 184. Surmcunts almoft every difficulty, 83.
Yet ridiculous when direéted to wrong purpofes, 235

Artifice and cunning, practifed by bafe minds, 60

Arrogance, derogates from real worth, 244

Afiiftance from others, not to be depended on, 55

Avarice, how reduced to a ridiculous vice, 137. Often
defeats it’s own purpofe, 10. Leads us into adts of
injuftice, 12

Authors, unpardonable for their hafty produétions, 164

Authority, often obliges men to behave fervilely for
the fake of fecurity, 252
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Badges of honour, when conferred without merit, are
badges of infamy and difgrace, 73

Beauty in the fair fex, frequently ‘the caufe of their
neglecting the improvement of the mind, ~ 5. Often
deftroyed by attempts to improve it, 7bid.

Beauties, too commonly open to flattery, ¢

Benevolence, the bleflings refulting therefrom, 2

Blockheads, always proud, 2

Boafting, no proof of abilities, 128

Body, not more pliant than the mind, 135

Bribes, no temptation to the honeft mind, 129

Bufinefs, in COmmon, may be tranfatted without much
genius or learning, 229 -

C

Caution, in what cafe neceffary, 6o

Chara&ers, when aflumed without merit, fubje@s the
impoftor to perpetual dan ger, 71

Charity, the duty of the rich, 143

Choice, a good one how to be eftimated, 206

Circumfpeétion, highly neceflary to avoid danger as
well as reproach from the great, 252

Comfort, a felfith mind incapable of receiving or com-
municating it, 146

Common Fame of 2 capricious Nature, 246

Commonalty, prote@ted by the care of their rulers, z3,
Not their intereft to ferment fadtions, 47.

Company, what is called the beft often proves our
rum, 113. The neceflity of being circumipect in our
Choice; and cautious with * whom we affociate,
113, 199

Compaflion, acrime when thewn toimproper objetts,281.
He that has none for the diftrefled, will be likely
to be punithed at laft for his own cruelty, 263

Conceit and affe@ation, deftroy even the charms of
beauty, 75

Conceflions, not to be made to our enemies, 308

Confidence unlimitted, when repofed in villains, in-
volves us in infurmountable difficulties, 269

Confequences, man an Incompetent Judge of them, 257

Conftancy,
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Conftancy, rarely to be met with, 95 :

Contempt, often ill founded, 158. An affeGed one the
refult of immoderate defire bafled and difappointed, 24

Conneftions, great care neceflary in forming them, 269

Corruption, every ftate fubje&t to it, 159

Covetoufnefs, never produltive of happinefs, or any
one noble fentiment, ;9. When infatiable, the great-
eft torment mankind are fubje& to, 86. An abfurd,
as well as miferable difpofition, 228

Courtier, his dependants too apt to flatter themielves, §7

Counfel, we fhould confider who gives it, 22. From
whom we ought to take it, 23

Cowardice, never acknowledged, 140

Coxcombs, generally foiled at their own weapons, 38.
Often expofed to danger by their impertinence, 294

Creator, inftance of his goodnefs, 194

Credulity, the child of ignorance, and mother of
diftrefs, 51

Crimes, often endeavoured to be palliated by idle
excufes, 260

Cruelty, often wears a falfe form, 126

Cunning, the deception of weak minds, 107

Curfe, the greateft heaven can entail on man, §

D

Death, not to be guarded againft, 211

Debauchery, evil tendency of it in youth, 145

Deceit and cunning, dangerous cven to the pradtifers
of it, 65 '

Deference, a refpe& due to years, 319

Deformity of body, often produttive of a defire to cul-
tivate the mind, 75

Dignity, thofe who ape it render themfelves abfurd, 123.
What is neceffary to fupport it with refpet, 171

Difcipline tempered with humanity fooner works upon
the mind than violence, 66

Difcontent deftru@ive of every comfort of life, 81. Be-
trays us into divers misfortunes, 174

Difobedience to parents, a moft capital fin, 23

Difpofitions, petulent ones involve their poffeflors in
difagreeable fcrapes, 231. Untra&able ones deferve
to be treated like brutes, 131. Are implanted by na-

ture
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ture as firongly in the human mind as in the brute
creation, 120
Difputes, often ended to the defru@ion of both
parties, 216
Diftrefs, alleviated by feeing our adverfaries afllied, 100
Diﬂiné‘tion, inwhat cafes the badges of it are odious, 73
Difguietude, the companion of an uneyen temper, 278
Diffimulation, an odious vice, 204
Double-dealers, difagreeable companions,
Drunkard, 2 confirmed one g deplorable chara@er, 202
Duellifts, 2 hint worthy their confideration, 1 98

. E {
Education, Perfons of 2 mean one betray it in the midg-
fplendor, 261
Employments, to be avoided where fraud becomes ne.
ceflary, 287
Emulation ought to be encouraged, 13
Enemy, 'fcarce pofiible to create a fingle one, 1 5T
Envy, the moft diabolical of al] paflions, 228
Example more prevalent than precept, 150
Expe&ations, when too fanguine, often difappointed, 31
Extravagance, the fore-runner of mifery, o
Equivocation, a mean fubterfuge, 312

F

Fables, worthy to be read with attention, 328

Family, cvery private one fhould confider itielfas a lit-
ftate, 264 '

Falfe pity, an ungenerous infult, 18

Falthood requires great art to condu® itfelf, 6¢

Favours from fome not to be received with fatety, 224

Fear, in what inftances the beft prefervative from dan-
gCr, 155

Flattery of one’s felf dangerous, i

Flatterers, though contemptible chara&ers, have the
advantage over weak minds, 27

Folly and guilt clofely connedted, 65

Folly and indolence more blameable than ill-fortune, 1 19

Fortitude with patience, the advantages arifing there-
from, 133. Begt difplay’d by meeting danger with
refolution, 28 3

Fortune,
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Fortune, afmall one notto be rifked on a fingle event, 110

Fraud and impofition in all profeflions, 68. Deteltion
of it always affords fatisfaction, 229. No Man
fhould think of mending his fortune by it, 257

Friendfhip, the benefitsand injuries refulting therefrom,
274. The common intereft of mankind, 85. -The
balm of human fociety, 117. Betrayed, the bafeft
treachery, ibid. Beft manifefted by endeavours to
adminifter relief, 181. Profeflions of it thould be
heard with caution, 316. Not to be renewed fo long
as injuries remain unredrefled, 266

G

Generofity, one of the nobleft virtues that adorn the
mind, 11. Not manifefted by beftowing on others
what we diflike, 321. An eafy purchafe of friend-
fhip, 248. Lofes its dignity when exercifed en im-
proper objects, 11 : '

Genius, another man’s as difficult to adapt as his thape,
255, Without affiduity never arrives at a degree
of great eminence, 185

Glory, not derived from a viftory over the weak and
impotent, 291

Good, fcarce any thing fo evil as not to produce it by
accident, 230

Good-humour neceflary to become agreeablein conver-
fation, 69. - Good effelts arifing from it to the Pof-
feflor, 70 :

Good offices, happy effeCts arifing from mutuzal ones, 85

Good fenfe, fuperior to low artifice, 107

Gravity, fometimesa deception to the niceft obferver, 237

Great men, thinking themfelves above admonition a
misfortune, 252 : 5

Greatnefs, the fall from it a miferable {ituation, 219

Guilt and folly almoft infeparable, 65

H

Happinefs, the beft leflon for its attainment, 33. The
firft ftep towards enjoying it, 5.  Seldom obtained
by changing our ftation, 161.  Equally diftributed,
142. Deftroyed by a felfifh difpofition, 146

Hope, a delufive fecurity, 109

Honefty, once violated, the dreadful confequence, 138

"~ Human
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Human affairs more influenced by folly than fortune, 113

Human weaknefs infeparable from our natures, 179

Humanity, the firft virtue, and the map devoid of it
beneath human nature, 262z

Humility neceffary, from the uncertainty of human
bleflings and accomplithments, 22,

Hypocrify, a veil for cowardice, 140. A villain’s in-.
tentions not concealed by it, 3

I

Ignorance and envy blind to the merits of others, /{4448
Ignorance, inexcufable in the great, 171
Impofition, we cannot poflibly be too much on our
guard againft, 214
Impudence and ignorance almoft infeparable, ~1
Incendiaries, the moft odioys chara&ers in private life,
1289. Not to be liftened to, 85. Worfe than the
acting criminal ; and have no right to plead ina&i-
vity as an argument of innocence, 2 54
Indignation, better to reprefs it in particular circum.
ftances, 157, Aggravated by the infolence of a -
wretch in office, 1 56
Indolence fubjes us to lofles and difappointments, 5k,
Makes mankind murmur at providence, g1
Induftry rendered ridiculous by mifapplication; this
truth exemplified in the chara&er of w5y Wimble,
233, 234. Ought not to be defpifed, 80. A dou.
ble blefiing in itfelf, 92
Infirmities, thofe of old 4ge not attended to by barba-
rous nations, 30
Ingratitude, the punithment of it an exemplary piece of
jaftice, 271, 306
Inhumanity, the barbarity of it, 24
Injaries better overlooked than refented, 151. To avoid
committing them we fhould fuppofe ourfelves in the
place of others, 279. Unfafe to offer them even to
thofe beneath us, 17
Infolence gathers ftrength by want of chaftifement, 318
Inftability, more fatal than adverfe fortune, 153. Ren-
ders men contemptible, 285
Integrity, attainable by every individual, 227. In vain
to urge it to highwaymen, 260
Interctt,
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Intereft, low minds {wayed by it, 160. He who thinks
of promoting his own onlyoften grofly miftakes it, 1o

Innocence, in vain to plead it before acorrupt judge, 260

Innovations, dangerous to the public welfare, 104

Jokers and Wittlings, contemptible charaéters, 16

Juftice moft pleafingly difpenfed when villains dete
their own gang, 115

K

Knaves, feldom exempted from theirdeferved fate, 240,
Naturally detefted by honeft men, 275 ‘
Knowledge never fo diftant as when we flatter our-
felves we have enough, 289. The beft proof of it
from trial, 240
Bt :
Labour amply rewarded, z58. Bodily lefs fatiguing
than intelleGual, 53. :
Lanthorn and Candle, no abfurdity in fecking an ho-
neft man with it by day-light, 227

Legacy, the moft valuable one a father can leave his~

children is to put them in the way of obtaining an
honeft livelihood, 258

Liars, notorious ones the moft contemptible charatters
in life, 238

Liberty, never to give it up the trueft mark of greatnefs
of foul, 21

Liberty of Con{cience, an honour to theBritifh nation,102

Lies, the fureft mark of a bate, abje fpirit, 125. Be-
tray themfelves, #6id. 'To be avoided for divers
reafons, 136

Life, our fituation in it not to be changed without con-
fidering the confequence, 225. Vicifitudes of it fo
fudden as to reprefs both defpair and exultation, 313

Love, the difficulties it fubjets us to, 97 ‘

Love and Admiration apt to be placed on improper ob-
jelts, 14 '

Lover apt to flatter himfelf; 57

Look before you leap, a neceflary precaution, 5z

Magnificence
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M

Magnificence and Splendor lefs to be valued than focial
happinefs, 63

Man, an imitative animal, 134. Inconfiftent; and ne-

. ver fatisfied with the decrees of providence, 106. A
happier being if he did not draw misfortunes upon
himfelf, 5. A wife one will not affume a character
that does not become him, 7 ;

Mankind, properly divided into two claffes, 6, 7. The
worthlefs part never acquire reputation, .36. Beft
fuited for their own fphere, 123. His mind and body
both require relaxation, 322.

Manners, how formed, 135. Affe&ted by daily com-
merce, 199

Marriage, with fuperiors, often dangerous, 48

Mafters feldom have fervants attached to their intereft,
19. Often ruined by their extravagance and negli-
gence, ibid.

Men, dignified ones, their real characters known only
to their friends, 213

Mercy, produétive of gratitude, 41. Injuftice when
extended to robbers and murderers, 11

Merit, how beft known and eftimated, 112, 126

Minds, generous and humane, diftrefled by froward dif-
pofitions, 131

Minifters, a fucceflion more fatal than famine, 307

Misfortnnes, often afcribed to wrong caufes, 298. In-
human to infult people under them, 249

Modefty, an amiable and graceful virtue, 244, 318

Monarchs drawn into error by avarice, 59

‘Morality, not violated by foiling the wicked with their
own devices, 275§

Murmurs feldom procure pity, 133

Mufical inftrument ufeful only to a mafterly hand, 2

N

Nature not to be changed by art, 21. Never finks
lower than by becoming the enemy of virtue, 250
Negligence, attended with frequent dangers, 166

Old
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O

Old Age, the follies of it, 211

Opinions, how 1ll grounded, 78, 2¢9
Oppofition to our {uperiors impradent, 90
Outward appearances deceitful, 200

4

Parents, difobedience to them a capital fin, 23

Patience, the beft fupport in misfortunes, 133

Patrons haveitin their power to injure us, 42

Pomp, many deluded by it, 14

Poverty, an enfign of virtue and merit, 73. Advantages
arifing from it,, 741

Poor, fuffer by their fuperiors, 46, 47

Powet, dangerousin the hands of our enemies, 45

Praife, a defire of it renders us dupes, 27

Prefervation of life more valuable than property, 98

Pride, a vice improper for man, 173. Overthrows 1n-
ftead of exalting 1tfelf, 12, 76

Promifes, when to be fufpe&ted, 68

Profperity too much for low minds, 44. One circum-
ftance not tobe relied on, 110 $

Providence diftributes its bleflings equally, 193. We
fhould place implicit confidence in it, 301. Not to
be repined at, 82z

Prudence, inftances of thewing it, 42, 252

Q. :
Quarrels of bad men difcover their treacnery, 243
Fatal both to private families and the common-
wealth, 264
R
Reafon, in vain to be urged to thieves, 3
Rebellion excited by cruelties, 17
Regulations, the propofers of them influenced too {re
quently by private intereft, 104
Repentance, precarious on a death-bed, 28
Reproach, when dangerous, 63
Refolution, the want of it fatal, 83
Retaliation pleafing to the offended, 277

Q Riches
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Riches, how produ&ive of happinefs, 63. Cannot pro-

te€t us from anxiety, 142. A bleﬂing to the poor
when poffefied by a charitable man, 143

Rewards not to be beftowed on villains, 218 *'7

S
Security, an imaginary one, fatal, 1 3
Schemes ought to be well weighed, &'
Self-prefervation not duly attended to, 45
Self-intereft often cloaked under profeffions of friend-
thip, 182
Selfifhnefs not the intereft of our nature, 248
Servants owe a two-fold duty to their mafters,

: 271
Servitude cannot be thook off at pleafure,

o
Shame gloried in by the abandoned, 241 :
Shew, the multitude dazzled by it, 295
Simplicity, a token of virtue, 65
Sincerity rarely to be met with, 16
Slander, difdain of it the nobleft revenge, 33

Slavery, the purchafe of it, o
Sloth deftrutive of a flate, 2 74
Sorrow, not manifefted by enquiries after the fick, 127
Splendor produétive of fatal confequences, 63
Station, a man fthould be content in his own,
Stratagem fubdues better than force, 88
Strength expofes us to dangers,  7bid,

Subtilty aimed at by rogues, 27 g

Superftition produétive of many evils, 310
Sufpicion, how far neceffary, 6o

257

T
Talents, extenfive ones thinly {fcattered, 227, Well
cultivated, procure applaufe to all, 2¢
Tempers, oppofite ones not to be conciliated, 26
emperance, a conftituent of natural luxury, 22§
Tendernefs of Parents ruins their children, 304
Theory often impradticable, 178
Thief, no fafety whilft he is permitted to be in your
houfe, 224 :
Tongue, the beft herald of wifdom, 236
‘Traitors, the blackeft of all criminals, 241

Trifler,
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Trifler, an agreeable one, the moft difiicult charaGter
to aflume, 148

Truth, worthy to be inculcated, 125. Cannot be prac-
tifed ‘in part, zo4. Hard to arrive at, 78. Reputa-
tion not to be fupported without a religious adherence
to it, 238 :

Turncoats difregarded by all parties, 163

v

Vain-boafters always to be fufpefted, 126

Vanity, intoxicated by applaufe, 176. Difplays itfelf
on ridiculous occafions, 318

Venality and corruption, their evil tendency, 130

Vice involves men in diftrefs, 125. -Should not be
winked at in childhood, 138. Proof of its abjett
nature, 3. Habitual, defperate, z02. Neceffary to
be extirpated, 147

Vi&ory may be purchafed too dear, 49

Villainy, its neceffary conneétions a convition, 115

Violence the worft means of fubduing the minds of
men, 66

Virtue its own reward, 41. The heart devoid of it that
feels not for the diftrefled, 263. Enemies to it upon
a level with fiends, 251

Underftanding, what betrays a weak one, 1

Undertakings, their uncertainty a leflon of inftrution,
32. They appear eafy till witnefled, 128,

Union affords reciprocal ftrength, 264

Vulgar opinions often vulgar errors, 209

W

Water-engine, a proof that we fhould not defpair of at-
taining any art or {cience, 84

Welfare, petty quarrels fatal to it, 264

Wealth does not diveft men of care, 302

Wickednefs, punifhment of it juft, 297

Wifdom, manifefted by not attempting what we are not .
calculated to perform, 235. Acquired by Diffidence
and Advice, 289. The trueft Eftimate, how made, 14

Wifhes too eafily believed, 57

Wit
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Wit and Humour aukwardly attempted creates con-
tempt, 143

Witling, a moft contemptible chara&er, 16. Subje&t
to miftake the choice of his obje& for ridicule, 231

Works of Nature fuperior to human art, 82

Wretches generally involved in their mifery by rath-

nets, 225 s

Youth, the beft time to cultivate the mind, 145. Inca-
able of condulting themfelves without wholfome
advice, 289. Subject to fall a prey to the crafty,
168. Well {fpent, the advantage of it., 289,
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