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IN THREE BOOKS.

Is not the earth

With various living creatures, and the air
‘Replenifhed, and all thefe at thy command

To come and play before thee? Knoweft thou not

T heir language and their ways? T hey alfo know,
And reafon not contemptibly : with thefe

Find paflime. Paradife Loft, B. 8. 1. 370.

BIRMINGHAM,

Printed by JOHN BASKER VLLE, for
R. and J. DO D S LE Y in Pall-mall. 1764-
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PR EFACE

HE fables of Elop have always

been efteemed the beft leffons for
youth, as bewng well adapted to convey
the moft ufeful maxims, in a very agree-
able manner.  Accordingly, many wri-
ters both i verfe and profe, have en-
deavoured to clothe them in an Englith
drefs. 1t would ill become the Author of
this work to ammadvert upon their la-
bours: but he thinks it may be [aid with
truth, and he alfo hopes with modefly,
that nothing of this kind, which has been
publifhed in profe, can juftly difcourage
him from the prefent undertaking.

In forming this collection, he has en-
deavoured to diftinguifh, by two fepa-
rate books, the refpective compofitions of

a2 the
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the earlicr and later mythologifls; and
he trufts it will not be found that he has
often been miftaken in this diftribution,
though an error of that kind might per-
haps appear of no great importance. His
principal aim was to feleét fuch Fables
as would make the firongeft and moft ufe-
Jul impreffions on the minds of youth;
and then to offer them in fuch unaffected
language, as might have fome tendency
to improve their flyle. If in this he [hould
be allowed to have at all fucceeded; the
work, it s prefumed, will not be unfer-
viceable to young readers, nor wholly un-
entertaining to perfons of maturer judg-
ment.

To thefe he has ventured to add a
third Book confifting entirely of original
Fables; and he offersitto the public with
all the diffidence which ought to accompa-
ny every modern produclion, when it ap-

pears

i
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pears in conjunétion withwritings of ¢fla-
blifhed reputation. Indeed,whatever hopes
he has, that the prefent- work may be
Sfavourably recewved, arife chiefly from
the confideration, that he has been af-
fifted in it by gentlemen of the moft dyflin-
guifhed abilitics; and that [everal, both
of the old and new Fables, are not writ-
ten by him/felf, but by authors, with whom
it is an honour to be conneéled; andwho
having condefcended to favour hum with
their afliflance, have given him an op-
portunity of making fome attonement for
his own defeéls.

The life of Efop prefixed to this col-
leétion, s taken from Moni{. de Me-
ziriac, a very learned and ingenious
Frenchman; who being difgufled with
the grofs forgeries of that lymmg monk
Planudes, publifhed in 1632, the befl
account he could “colleét from ancient

a 3 writers
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writers of good authority. But this little
book, foon after became Jo extremely [carce,
that Monl. Bayle, in the firft edition
of his dictionary, laments he never could
get a fight of it; Dr. Bentley m Jus dif-
Jertation on Efop’s Yables makes much
the fame complaint; nor does it appear
that Sir Roger Leltrange or Dr. Crox-
al, ever fo much as heard of Meziriac’s
names The work indeed in the original
has continued equally [carce to this day;
but an Englith tranflation of it falling
into the writer’s hands, he hath endea-
voured in Jome meafure to correct the lan-
guage; adding notes from [feveral au-
thors, particularly from Boyle's and
Bentley's controverfy onthe fubjeél; and
he is perfuaded that the judicious reader
will not condemn him for adopting 1,

inftead of the fictitious and abfurd rela-
tion of Planudes.
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Of the place of his birth.

T happened to Homer, the prince of Gre-

cian poets, that the place of his nativity
was never certainly known; and it would
be as difficult to afcertain the country which
gave birth to Efop, fo much have ancient
authors differed alfo upon this fubje&. Some
have thought him a * Lydian, born in the
city of Sardis, the capital of that kingdom;
others have believed he drew his origin from
the ifland of 2 Samos. Some have main-
tained that he was a 3 Thracian, of the city
of Mefembria: but 4 authors are now, for
the:moft part, agreed, that he was a native
of Phrygia, cither of 5 Amorium, or 6 Co-
tizum, both towns in the fame province
However, as it may be allowable to conjec-
ture on a point {o dublous I imagine they
who have thought hlm a Lydian, or a Sa-

mlan
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mian, have grounded their opinion on the
probability of his being born in one of thefe
places where he {pent the greateft part of his
life; and ’tis certain, that during his {lave-
ry, his common habitation was in the
ifland of 7 Samos; and after he was made
free, he lived almoft wholly in the court of
Creefus king of Lydia. But though this
opinion is not totally deftitute of a plaufible
appearance, the probability of his being a
8 Phrygian, as it is founded on the common
confent of many ancient writers, and fup-
ported by the moft credible authority, is
now generally received and eftablifhed.

N SRl E- S8,

* Maximus Tyrius, Differt. XX. 2 Suidas. 3 The
Scholiaft on Ariflophanes. Heraclides in Gronov. T hef.
Gree. Tom. VI. p. 2827. 4 Maximus Tyrius.
Differt. XXXIIL. Lucian’s True Hiftory, Book II.
Stobaeus. Swidas. A. Gellius. Phaedrus. 5 Planudes.
6 Suidas. Fabricius. 7 Jadmon at leaft, his laft Ma/-
ter, was of this ifland. Suidas [ays expreffly, that
Xanthus was a Lydian.  Fabricius indeed calls him a
Samian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I find
any. 8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor.

It
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1t may perhaps be acceptable to fome readers, and
not improper in this place, to add a paffage from the
learned Mr. Sale, in his notes to the Koran, concermng
the Eaftern fabulift Lokman, who has been imagined
by fome writers to be the fame perfon with our Efop.
The Arabian writers, Jays he, affirm that Lokman
was the fon of Bauvan, who was the fon or grandfonof
a fifter or auntof Job; and that he lived feveral centu-
ries, even to the time of David, with whom he was con-
verfant in Paleftine.  According to the defcription they
give of his perfon, hemuft have been deformed enough;
for they [ay he wasof a black complexion, (whence fome
call him an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and [play feet:
but in return, he recetved from God, wifdom and elo-
quence, in a great degree; which, fome pretend, were
gwen him in a vifion, on his making choice of wifdom
preferable to the gift of prophecy, either of which were
offered him. T he generalicy of the Mohammedans there-
fore hold him to have been no prophet, but only a wife
man.  As to his condition, they fay he was a flave, but
obtaining his liberty on the following occafion. His
Mafter having one day given him a bitter melon to eat,
he paid him fuch exaétobedience asto eat it all; atwhich
his mafter being furprifed, afked him, How he could
eat [o bitter a fruit? To which he replied, It was no
wonder, that he fhould for once accept a bitter fruit
Jrom the fame hand _from which he had received fo many
Sfavours.  The commentators mention feveral quick re-
partees:
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partees of Lokman, which, together with the circum-
ftances above mentioned, agree fo well with what Maxi-
mus Planudes had written of Efop, that from thence,
and_from the fables attributed to Lokman by the Ori-
entals, the laft has been generally thought to be no other
than the Efop of the Greeks.  However that be, ( for I
think the matter will bear a difpute) I am of opinion
that Planudes borrowed great part of his life of Efop,
from the tradition he met with in the Eaft concerning
Lokman, concluding them to have been the fame perfon,
becaufe they were both flaves, and [fuppofed to be the wri-
ters of thofe fables which go under their refpective names,
and bear a great refemblance to one another; for it has
long been obferved by learned men, that the greater part
of that monk’s performance is an abfurd romance, and
Jupported by no evidence of ancient writers.

Sale’s Koran. p. 335.

A collegtion of Lokman’s fables may be found in Er-
penius’s Arabic Grammar, between thirty and forty in
number, printed in Arabic, with a Latin tranflation.
T hey very much refemble the fables of Efop, and have
moft of them been inferted in our colletions: particu-
larly, the Stag drinking—T he old Man and Death—
T he Hare and the Tortoife—T he Sun and the Wind
—with many others, all of which are in Erpenius’s col-
lection, under the name of Lokman. T he fables of Pil-

pay,
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DS Ty St S [
Of his perfon, talents, and difpofition.

’TIS allowed by all, that Efop was a
flave from his youth, and that in
this condition, he ferved feveral mafters :
but I am ignorant where Planudes has au-
thority for afferting that he was the moft
deformed of all men living, exaltly refem-
bling Homer’s Therfites; I find no *anci-
ent author who thus defcribes him. What
Planudes adds, that the word Efop fignifies
the {fame with AEthiop, and was given him
on account of the blacknefs of his vifage,
may be very juftly contradifted: for though
fomegrammarians are of opinion, that from
the verb aetho, which fignifies to fcorch,
and from the noun ops, which fignifies vi-
fage, the word AEthiop may be formed; yet
we learn from Euftathius, that actho (in the
future aefo) fignifies to fhine, as well as to
burn; and that ofs with an o long fignifies
the eye: fo that the name Efop fignifies a
man with {parkling eyes. Neither do I give

credit
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credit to the fame author, when he fays, that
Efop had fuch an impediment in his tongue,
that he could fcarcely utterarticulate founds;
as he feems to have attributed this imper-
fe&tion to him, only to have fome ground
for the fabulous account which he after-
wards gives, of Fortune's appearing to him
in a dream, and beftowing on him the gift
of fpeech. Altogether as void of probability
is the ftory which Apollonius tells in 2 Phi-
loftratus; that Mercury, having diftributed
to other perfons the knowledge of all the
{ciences, had nothing left for Efop but the
art of making fables, with which he en-
dowed him. But a principal reafon which
prevents me from affenting to what Planu-
des advances, is, that it cannot be fupported
by authority from any 3 ancient author: on
the contrary, 'tis afferted in a Greek frag-
ment of his life, found in the works of Aph-
thonius, that Efop had an excellent dif{po-
fition, and univerfal talents; in particular,
a great inclination and aptitude for mufic;
which is not very confiftent with his hav-
ing a bad voice, and being dumb.

NOTES.
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T Efop being reproached Jor having a hard-favoured
vifage, anfwered; “ Regard not my looks, but my mind.”
Stobzus. The age of Stobacus is uncertain, but he
probably lived fome centuries before Planudes.  Accord-
ing to Fabricius, he lived not long after T hemiftius the
philofopher, who is the lateft author that he quotes : that
5, mot long after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boyle’s
argument, drawn from the words of Lucian, (fee the
third note of this chapter) it is of no force. T he an-
cients in general confidered the fables of Efop as of the
comic, pleafant, and laughable kind : the Pleafantries of
Efop; Jo (fays Hefychius) they called his fables.
 *DBookv.chap. 5. I find the fory in Bayle, as fol-
lows. Efop being a fhepherd, and feeding his Slocks near
the temple of Mercury, often begged of that god, with
ardent vows, the enjoyment of wifdom. He had a great
number of competitors, and what was the confequence?
T hey all went-into the temple of Mercury, each carry-
ing rich offerings in their hands. Efop, who was poor,
was the only one who had nothing valuable to offer. He
only prefented a little honey and milk, and Jome flowers,
which were not fo much as tied together, Mercury, in
the diftribution of wifdom, regarding the value of the
offerings, gave to one phalofophy, to another rhetoric;
to ome aflronomy, to another poetry; and did not re-
- member Efop till he had finifhed his diftribution: when
recollecling
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recolleéling a fable which the Hours had told him in his
cradle, he gave Efop the talent of inventing fables,
which was the only thing left in the houfe of wifdom.

3 Of all the injuries, [ays Dr. Bentley, which Planu-
des had done to Efop, that which can leaft be forgiven
him, is, the making fuch a monfter of him for uglinefs :
an abufe that has_found credit founiverfally, that all the
modern painters, fince the time of Planudes, have drawn
him in the worft fhapes and features that fancy could
nvent. But what revelation had this monk about Efop’s
deformity? For he muft learn it by dream and wvifion,
and not by ordinary methods of knowledge.  He lived
about two thoufand years after him, and in all that traét
of time not one fingle author has given the leaft hint,
that Efop was ugly.  What credit then can be given to
an ignorant monk, that broaches a new flory after [o
many ages? In Plutarch’s Convivium our Efop is one
of the guefts, with Solon and the other [ages of Greece:
there is abundance of jeft and raillery amongft them,
and particularlyupon Efop; but nobody drolls upon his
ugly face, which could hardly have efeaped, had he had
Juch a very ugly one. Perhaps you will fay, ithad been
rude and indecent, to touch upon a natural imperfetion.
Not at all, if done [foftly and jocofley. In Plato’s Feaft
they are very merryupon Socrates’s face, that refembled
old Silenus ; and in this, they twit Efop for having been
a flave, which was no more his Sfault, than deformity
would have been.  The Athenians fet up a noble ftatue

b to
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Of his condition, and the courfe of his fludies.

ESOP’S firlt mafter, as may be gathered
from the before mentioned Aphthoni-
us, was Zemarchus, or Demarchus, fur-
named Carefias, a native and inhabitant of
Athens: and his pafling fome part of his
youth in this famous city, the mother and
nurfe of {cienice and polite learning, was of
no {malladvantageto him. "Tis probableal-
{o, that his mafter, perceiving in him a good
underftanding, agreecable manners, lively
genius, and a general capacity; and finding
alfo that he ferved him with much affection
and fidelity; ’tis probable, I fay, that he
might take care to get him inflrudted. It
was from ‘Athens then, as from the foun-
tain head, that he drew the purity of the
Greek language. It was there too, that he
acquired the knowledge of moral philofo-
phy, which at that time was the fathiori-
able ftudy; there being but few perfons who
made profeflion of the {peculative {ciences,

as
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as may be concluded by the feven fages of
Greece, the moft celebrated men of that age,
amongft whom Thales, the Milefian, alone
had the curiofity to inquire into the fecrets
of natural philofophy, and into the fub-
tilties of mathematical learning: The reft
were not reputed wife for any other reafon,
than their publifhing certain grave and mo-
ral {entences, the truth of which they efta-
blifhed, and rendered of fome authority, by
their prudent and virtuous lives. Efop, in-
deed, did not follow their method; he wifely
confidered, that the meannefs of his birth,
and his {ervile condition; would not permit
him to {peak with {ufficientauthority in the
way' of fentence and precept; he therefore
compofed fables, which by a narration pleaf-
ing and full of novelty, fo charms the
minds, even of the moft ignorant, that
through the pleafure which they recetve
from'it, they tafte imperceptibly the moral
fenfe which lies concealed underneath.

I know very well that Efop was not the
firlt *inventor of thofe fables, in which the

b s ufe
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Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior power?

Thy voice avails not in the ravifh’d hour;

Vain are thy cries: at my defpotic will,

Or I can fet thee free: or I can kill.

Unwifely who prgvokes his abler foe,

Congqueft {till flies him, and he ftrives for woe.
Cook’s Hefiod, B. I.

GEAAP,
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Of his different mafters, and of his fellow fervant, the
famous courtezan, Rhodopis.

ET us now refume the thread of our

) narration. In procels of time, Efop
was fold to Xanthus, a native of the ifland
of *Samos; and after he had ferved him
for a certain time, he was again difpofed
of to the 2philofopher Idmon or Jadmon,
who was likewife of that country; and had
at the fame time for his {lave, that 3Rho-
dopis, who was afterwards fo famous as'a
courtezan. This woman was endowed with
very extaordinary beauty, and happening to
be carried into Egypt, Gharaxus, the bro-
ther of Sappho, the poetefs, fell {o deeply
in love with her, that he fold all he had,
and reduced himfelf to extreme poverty, in
order to redeem and fet her at liberty. She
afterwards rofe to fuch eminence in her vo-
cation, and amafled fuch heaps of wealth,
that of the tythe of her gain, fhe caufed
great numbers of large 4{pits of iron to be

made,
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of Efop, being firft adopted by the modefty of Pythago-
ras, who was fifty or fixty years later. Indeed the
Jeholiaft on Ariffophanes calls him the wife.

3 As fhe was very beautiful, and the town of Nau-
cratis in the ifland of "Lefbos, where fhe fettled, was
Sull of rich and voluptuous men, fhe got a great eftate
by being a courtezan.

Herodotus B. II. Chap: 134. Plutarch.

4 Rhodopis being defirous that a monument of her
JShould be left in Greece,; refolved to make fuch a prefent
to the temple at Delphi, as had never been made nor
thought of before.  For this reafon, fhe provided as
many iron [pits & roaft oxen,' as the tenth of her fub-
Stance was fufficient to buy, and fent them to Delph.
Thefe are Jiill preferved behind the altar which the

Chians raifed, and over againft the temple itfelf.
Herodotus.

5 Pliny's Nat. Hift. B. XXXVI. Chap. 12. But
Herodotus, though a credulous author, rejedts this
Story. -~ He maintains, that the pyramid, the buiding
of which was afcribed to Rhodopis, was built many
years before the reign of Amafis, in which that courie-
zan lved.  He adds, that tho' fhe had got a great

¢flate,
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eftate, fhe would not have been able to fuftain the im-
menfe charges of that building.

Herod. B, II. Chap. 134. 135.

6 As it does contain [uch mere fooleries, it is confe-
quently very improper to be fixed to a book of moral
leffons, which Quintilian recommends, as the moft ufe-
ful that can be put into the hands of youth. Igitur
Efopi fabellas, fays ke, que fabulis nutricularum
proxime fuccedunt, narrare fermone puro, et nihil
Je fupra modum extollente; deinde eandem gracilita-
tem ftylo exigere, condifcant. Quint. Lib. I. Let
them learn to recite Efop’s Fables (which come next
after the little flories of the nurfery) in purelanguage,
free from all undue elevation ; and then let them exer-
cife their fiyle upon the fame model of fimplicity.

CHAP.
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Of his advancement to the court of Crafus king of Ly-
dia, and of his meeting the [even fages there.

HATEVER may be doubtful in

the life of Efop, there is nothing

more certain, than, that after recovering his
liberty, he foon acquired a very great repu-
tationamongf(t the Greeks, being held in al-
moft equal eftimation with any of the feven
fages, who flourifhed at this time, that is,
the *fifty-fecond olympiad. The fame of
his wifdom reaching the ears of Creefus,
that monarch fent for him to his court, ad-
mitted him to his friendfhip, and fo obliged
him by his favours, that he 2engaged him-
felf in his fervice to the end of his days.
His refidence in the court of this mighty
king, rendered him more polite than moft
of the other philofophers of his time; more
complaifant to the humour of princes, and
morereconciled to monarchical government,
~of which he gave evident proofs on divers
occafions. For inftance; when Creefus had
prevailed
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prevailed with the feven fages to meet in his
capital city of Sardis; after having fhewn
them the magnificence of his court, and his
valt riches, he afked them, whom they
thought the happicft man of all they had
known: Some named one perfon, and fome
another? Solon, in particular, gave this praife
t0 3 Tellus, an Athenian; and alfo to 4Cleo-
bis and Biton, Argians, concluding, that
no one could be pronounced happy belore
his death. Efop, perceiving the king was
not well fatisfied with any of their anfwers,
{poke in his turn, and faid—For my part,
I am perfuaded that Creefus hath as much
pre-eminence in happinefs over all other
men, as the fea hath over all the rivers.
The king was {o pleafed with this judgment,
that he eagerly pronounced that fentence,
which has continued ever fince a common
proverb—T he Phrygian has hit the mark!
When Solon ,therefore, took leave of Gree-
{us, who difmiffed him very coolly; Efop
being forry that Solon had fpoken to the
king with {o little complaifance, faid to him,
as he accompanied him part of the way, O

Solon,
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Solon, either we muft not fpeak to kings, or
we muft {ay what pleafes them. On the
contrary,’anfwered Solon, we muft either not
{peak to kings at all, or we muft give them
good and ufeful advice. Another time, as
Efop was travelling over Greece, cither to
fatisfy his curiofity, or about the particular
affairs of Creefus, it happened that he paffed
through Athens, juft after 5 Pififtratus had
ufurped the fovereign power, and abolifhed
the populat ftate: feeing that the Athenians
bore the yoke very impatiently, longing to
recover their liberty, and to rid themfelves
of Pififtratus, though his government was
ecaly and moderate, Efop related to them the
fable of the frogs that intreated Jupiter to
give them a king; exhorted them to fubmit
chearfully to o good a prince as Pififtratus,
left in changing they fhould fall under the
power of fome mifchievous and cruel ty-
rant.

NOTES.
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SNaO: T EaSt
1 Laertius, in the life of Chilon.
2 Sutdas.

3 Tellus was a poor Athenian, but a man of great
probity; who, upon account of having given his chil-
dren a good education, and loft his own life in the field
of battle, fighting for hiscountry, had this noble tefli-
mony given to his happinefs, by Solon.

Plutarch. Diog. Leartius.

4 Cleobis and Biton were fons to the prieftefs of Funo,
who, when their mother wanted horfes for her chariot,
Jet their fhoulders to it, and drew it to the temple, which
was 48 furlongs. T he old lady, being much affecled
with this inflance of filial duty, prayed the goddefs
Funo to favour them with the greateft bleffing that could
be beftowed upon mankind : the next morning they were
both found dead in the temple. Herod. B. 1. Val.
Max. B. V. And the ftory is mentioned alfo by Cicero
in his Tufeulan Queftions, to fhew, that death s to be
looked upon rather as an advantage than an evil.

5 Phaedrus.

c CEEAPR
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Some detached particulars of his life, and the improba-
bility of Planudes’s account of his travels into Egypt
and Babylon.

HERE arenot many other particulars
found concerning Efop, in authors
worthy of credit; except it be, that he once
again met with the feven {ages of Greece, in
the court of *Periander, king of Corinth.
However, I dare not afhrm whether it was
here, or in {fome other place, that falling
into difcourfle with Chilon, who had afked
him, What 2 God was doing? He anfwered,
that he was humbling high things, and ex-
alting low. Some alfo relate, that to fhew
how the life of man abounds with mifery,
and that one pleafure is accompanied with
a thoufand pains; Efop was wont to {ay,
that 3 Prometheus having taken earth to
form a man, had tempered and moiftened

it, not with water, but with tears.
I reje& as pure fallhood and invention,
all that Planudes writes of Efop’s travels
into



Thet & PRE o BRSO P ol

into Egypt and Babylon, becaufe he inter-
mixes {tories altogether incredible; and adds
to them certain circumftances, which are
repugnant to the truth of hiftory, or which
wholly overturn the order of time. T fhall
content myfelf with alledging two fignal fal-
{ities, on which he builds all the reft of his
narration. He fays, that the king who
reigned in Babylon when Efop went thi-
ther, was called Lycerus.. But who has
ever read or heard of {fuch a king? Let the
catalogue of all the kings of Bab\ lon, from
Nabonafler to Alexander the (Jreat be ex-
amined, and you fhall not find one amongft
them whofe name is at all like Lycerus. On
the other hand, by the exa&eft chronolooy
it will appear, that in Efop’s time there .
could be no other king in Babylon, but Ne-
buchadnezer, and his father Nebopolafler;
fince Nebopolafler reigned one and twenty
years, and Nebuchadnezer forty three, who
died the fame year with Efop, being the firft
of the fifty-fourth olympiad. Neither is it
more poflible to believe, that Efop went in-
to Egypt in the time of king Ne&anecbus,

€N as
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as Planudes afferts; fince this king did not
begin to reign till two hundred years after
the death of Efop: that is to fay, in the
hundred andfo urth olympiad. And one need
not be very learned in crhonology, to be
certain, that Efop lived partly under the
reign of Apries, and partly under that of his
Succeflor Amafis, king of Egypt.

N. O T Hgw

I Plutarch affures us, in Convivio Sapienium, that
Crafus [ent Efop to Periander the tyrant of Corinth, as
well as to the oracle at Delphi: but how does this agree
with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, tells us,
that according to Soficrates, Periander died many years
before the reign of Crafus?

" 2 Laertius, in the life of Chilon.

3 Themift. Orat. XXXII.

CHAP.
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G tlan P N RE
Of his death.

\ HAT Planudes relates about the

death of Efop, comes nearer to the
truth, than any thing which he has written
concerning his life. However, it is ftill
fafer to rely on what ancient authors have
faid on the fubje&; andtheyrecord it thus.
Efop, being fent by Creefus to the *city of
Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in order
to offer magnificent {acrifices to Apollo, and
to diftribute to each citizen four minz of
filver; it happened that 2 differences arofe
between him and the townfmen, to {uch a
degree, that he {fpoke of them in very pro-
voking terms. Among other things, he re-
proached them with having hardly any ara-
ble land, and that were it not for the great
concourfe of ftrangers, and the frequent fa-
crifices that were offered in their temple,
they would foon be reduced to die of hun-
ger. Not fatisfied with offending them in
words, he proceeded to deeds: having per-

c'3 formed
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formed the facrifices in the manner that
Creefus had ordered, he fent back the reft
of the money to the city of Sardis, as judg-
ing the Delphians unworthy to partake of
the king’s liberality. = This irritated them’
againft him to {uch a degree, that they con-
fulted how they might be revenged on him,
and confpired by a notorious villany to
take away his life. They hid amongft his
baggage one of the 3 golden wveflels confe-
crated to Apollo; and as Efop departed to-
wards Phocis, they fent immediate meflen-
“gers after him, who fearching his baggage,
found the veflel which they themfelves had
there depofited.  On this, they prefently
drag him to prifon, accufe him of {acrilege,
and fentence him to be precipitated from
the rockHyampia,which was the punifhment
commonly inflited on facrilegious perfons.
As they were on the point of throwing him
off, in order to deter them from fo execrable
an a&, by the apprehenfion of divine juftice,
which f{uffers no wickednefs ta go unpu-
nifhed, he told them the 4 fable of the eagle
and the beetle. But the Delphians paying

no
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no regard to his fable, pufhed him down
the precipice. It is recorded, however, that
their land was rendered barren, and that
they were afflited with many ftrange dif-
tempers, for feveral years afterwards. < In
this diftrefs they confulted the oracle, and
were anfwered, that all their miferies were
owing to the unjuft condemnation and
death of Efop. On this, they caufed 1t to
be proclaimed by {found of trumpet, at all
the public feafts and general meetings of the
Greeks, that if there were any of the kindred
of Efop, who would demand {atisfa&ion
for his death, he was defired to come and
exaét it .of them, -in what 5 manner he
pleafed. But no one was found that pre-
tended any right in this affair, till the third
generation; when a Samian prefented him-,
felf, named ' Jadmon, grandfon of that
Jadmon, who had been mafter to Efopin the
ifland of Samos: and the Delphians having'
made him fome fatisfaCtion, were delivered
from their calamities. 'Tis faid, that after
this tme, they transferred the punifhment
of facrilegious perfons from the rock Hyam-

6.4 pla
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pia to that of Nauplia! From hence it ap-
pears, as I hinted above, to be the opinion
of Herodotus and Plutarch, that Jadmon
was the laft mafter of Efop, and he that fet
him free; becaufe otherwife, neither he nor
any of his defcendents could have any in-
tereft in his death, nor pretend to any right
of fecking reparation, or receiving fatisfac-
tion.

N0, D
1 Scholiaft on Ariftophanes. Vfep. Y. 1437.

2 On what occafion thefe differences arofe, we are
not expreffly told : yet fome circumflances lead one to
imagine, that Efop’s expetlations were not quite [atif-
fied with regard to the Delphians. = From the great
concourfe of [enfible men, who were difpatched from
all partsof Greece to their city; he had probably been
led to expedt in them Jome fuperior degree of virtue or
wifdom; but found them, upon a nearer acquaintance,
to be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching
them for depending fo much on the benefits arifing from
Jacrifices, as to negleét the cultivation of their lands,
Jeems an intimation of the firft; and his comparing
the curiofity that brought him thither, to that of people
at
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at the fea fide, who [eeing fomewhat come floating to-
wards them a great way off at [ea, take it at firfl to
be fome mighty matter ; but upon its driving nearer
and nearer to the fhore, find it at laft to be only a heap
of weeds and rubbifi—is almoft a confirmation of the
latter.  Indeed, what authority Sir Roger Lefirange
had_for making Efop relate this fable to the Delphians,
he has not been [o kind as to inform us.

3 Ariftophanes.  Heraclides, in Gronov. Thef.
Graec. Tom. VI p. 2830. :

4 T'he eagle and the beetle was one of the moft noted
fables of Efop : Ariftophanes mentions it feveral times.
T he circumflances of it, as far as they may be col-
leéted from him, are as follows: ** T hat the beetle flew
up to heaven; and out of haired to the eagle, rolled
his eggs out of the neft, and fo revenged himfelf of the
injury which the eagle had done him.” In Pace,
Y. 177. he fays, *“ That Efop told this fable to the
Delphians, when they had accufed him of facrilege.
Vefp. Y. 1437. And when they were about to throw
him down the rock,” [ays the Scholiaft. T he Scholiaft
upon thefe paffages gives us thefe farther particulars:
“ It is related in. the fablesof Efop, that the eagle and
the beetle were at enmity together, and they defiroyed
one another's eggs: that the eagle having feized and
caten up the young ones of the beetle, and fo given the

firf
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Sfirft provocation, the beetle got by flealth at the ¢cagle’s
eggs, and rolled them out of ‘the neft; following hime:
even into the prefenceof FJupiter: the eagle making his
complaint, Jupiter ovdered him to make his neft in his
lap : while Jupater had the eggs in his’ lap, the beetle
came flying about him; and Fupiter rgﬁng up una-
wares, to drive the beetle away from his head, ‘threw
down the eggs and broke them.” “Suidas, plainly
quoting the fame fable, [ays alfo, ** That he rofe up
to drive away the beetle flying about his head.” Arifto-
phancs in another place ufes the p’rovérbal fa);z'ng, e J
will be your midwife, as the beetle was to the eagle.”
Lyfiftrata, . 695. Upon which the Scholiaft remarks,
“«That the beetles deflroy the éagles eggs by rolling them
o'ulofl/w neft " and Swidas [ays, ** T hat the proverl
8 ufed of thofe, who revenge themfelves of fuch ashave
a’f:/l ufed them dll, though they are mueh more power-
ful;” and adds likewife, ““That the beetle is [aid" to
defiroy the cagle’s eggs,” as a thing ‘that commonly
ha] pens. :

It is plain from kencee, that'the fable of the mgle
and beetle, as we have it now, differs very much from
the original fable of Efop. T/m‘e 15 mo mention at all
of the hare; the provocation given by the eagle, was
his defiroying the beetle’'s ¢ggs, or young ones; and
the beetle made Jupiter throw the ezgs out of his lap,
not by throwing a ball of dung into'his lap, but by

flying
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flying about his head. What is added in the prefent
fable, of Jupiter's endeavouring to reconcile the two
parties, but in vain; and then, to preferve the race
of eagles, ordering them to lay their eggs in a [eafon
in which no beetles appear; is quite befide Efop’s pur-
pofe, and the occafion of the fable. The moral, which
he intended to exprefs, andwhich the occaffion required,
is, agreeable to Suidas’s interpretation of the proverb, |
that the weak often find meansto revenge themfelves of
the powerful, who without provocation have injured
them. T he latter circumftance relating to the feafon in
which the eagle breeds, is contrary to the obfervation
of the Scholiaft on Ariflophanes, and Suidas; and, I
Juppofe, is not truevin, fad.

T he genuine fable of Efop. is certainly lofl: and
that which we have may probably have been invented
by Planudes; it isiin his' colleflion, and flands the
fourth in that edition of them, which was printed by
Robert Stephens in 1546.. T hat the reader may judge
for himfelf, I will here infert a literal tranflation of
it, given me by the famelearned friend, who favoured
me with the above obfervations.

The Eagle and the Beetle.

A Hare being purfued by an Eagle, betook himfelf
Jor refuge to the neft of the Beetle, whom he intreated
to
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to fave him. T 'he Beetle therefore interceded with the
Eagle, begging of him not to kill the poor [uppliant
Hare; and conjuring him by the almighty Jupiter, not
to flight and difregard his interceffion, becaufe he was
Jo fmall an animal. But the Eagle in great wrath
gave the Beetle a flap with his wing, and immediately
Jeized the Hare, and devoured him. When the Eagle
flew away, the Beetle flew after him, fo far as to learn
where hisneft was; and then getting to it, rolled down
his eggs out of it, and broke them. The Eagle grieved
and enraged tothink that any one_fhould attempt [o aw-
dacious a thing, built his neft the next time in a higher
place; but the Beetle got to it again, and [erved him
Juft in the fame manner. T he Eagle greatly difire/fed,
and not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (to
whom he is accounted [acred) and placed her third
brood of eggs as a depofite in the lap of the God, begging
him to guard them. Uponthis the Beetle, having made
a ball of dung, flew up, and dropped it in Jupiter's
lap ; who rifing on a fudden to fhake it off, unawares
threw down the eggs with it, which were thus again
broken. JJupiter being informed by the Bectle, that he
had done this to be revenged of the Eagle, who had
not only behaved injurioufly to him, (the Beetle) but
even impioufly towards the God himfelf, told the Eagle
when he came to him, that the Beetle was the party
aggrieved, and that he complained not without reafon :
but being unwilling that the race of Eagles fhould be

diminifhed,
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dinuinifhed, he advifed the Beetle to come to an accom-
modation with the Eagle. As the Becetle would not
agree to this, he transferred the Eagle's breeding to
another feafon, when there are no Beetles to be feen.

Abfurdities in the forgoing Fable.

T he Hare's flying to the Beetle for protettion; or to
the Beetle's nefl for refuge: utterly improbable.

T he Beetle’s rolling the Eagle's eggs out of the neft;
impolfible.

T he only moral of the fable is, that mo protection,
kowever powerful, fhall exempt the oppreffive and in-
jurious from the vengeance of the [ufferers, however
weak. The circumflance added, that Jupiter tran/-
ferred the Eagle's breeding to a feafon when there are

no Beetles, defiroys this moral; and is probably alfo

Sfalfe in fadl.

3 Herodotus. Plutarch.

CH AR,
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Ll A PO VRS
: Of the honours done him after his death.

N D now I will readily agree with Pla-
nudes, that Efop was regretted by the
greatelt and wifelt men of Greece, who tef-
tified to the Delphians how much they re-
fented his death. But I add, that the Athe-
neans, in particular, had Efop in {fo much
honour, that they erefted for him a magni-
ficent ftatue 1n their city; regarding more
the greatnefs of his perfonal merit, than the
meannefs of his race and condition. I fur-
ther fay, that the opinion which all the
world had conceived of his wifdom and
probity, encouraged the poets to make the
people believe, that the * gods had raifed him
again to life, as they had done Tyndarus,
Hercules, Glaucus, and Hypolitus. Nay,
fome have not fcrupled to affirm, that he
lived many years_after his 2 refurretion, and
fought twice on the fide of the Greeks, againft
the Perfians, in the ftraits of Thermopyla,
which
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which muft have been above eighty years
after his death. But thefe are fuch mani-
feft abfurdities, as confute themfelves. Nei-
ther 1s it probable, as {fome have aflerted,
that he wrote 3 two books concerning what
happened to him in the city of Delphi, un-
lefs it be fuppofed that he made two voyages
thither, and wrote of the firft: for in the
laft, it is very improbable he fhould have
any time for fuch a work; neither can it be
grounded on the teftimony of any author
worthy of credit. "Tis indeed moft pro-
bable, that he left nothing in writing but
his 4fables; which, either for the elegance
of the narration, or the ufefulnels of their
morality, have alwaysbeen fo much efteem-
ed, that many of them have preferved them-
{elves in the memories of men for above
two thoufand years. Yet I do not aflert,
that thofe which Planudes has publiihed,
are the 5 very fables which Efop wrote, as
Planudes has given us too many occafions
to doubt of his fincerity ; and alfo, as he has
omitted in his colle@tion many fables, which
ancient authors have attributed to Efop. 1f

we
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we could be certain that it is the genuine
work of Efop, we muft doubtlefs confefs,
that we have no writings in profe more an-
cient, except the books of Mofes, and {fome
others of the Old Teftament.

NYQ@L TP LS.

v Scholiaft on Ariftophanes, —Aves, ¥. 471. Sui-
das.

2 Prolomacus. Hepheftion in Photius et Biblioth.

3 Suidas.

4 Dr. Bentley afferts, that it is very uncertain whe-
ther Efop left any fables behind him in writing, to
which Mr. Boyle anfwers, that the phrafe of antiquaty
is the fame when they mention any thing of Efop’s, as
it would have been, had they thought Efop really to
have written it : the ancients quote him juft as they do
other authors.

Boyle again/t Bentley.

T here is a paffage in Plato’s Phaedo, where Socra-
tes fays, Among the fables of Efop which I had at hand,

and knew to be his, I put thofe into verfe that fir/t oc-
cwrred
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curred to me. Which wordsimply, that Socrates made
ufe of a written book of Efop’s fables.
Ibid.

Of three paffages, proceeds the fame writer, which
the Dodlor has brought to prove Efop no author, two
of them prove the direét contrary; and the other proves
only, that Dr. Bentley has read fomebody, that has
read Ariftophanes. And is this the irrefiftible evidence,
with which he has taken wpon him to confront the opi-
nion of two thoufand years? Is ti fit that men fhould
make ufe of their little fkill in letters, their conjeclures,
their fancies, their dreams, to attack the reputation of
our firft mafiersin writing? Is it grateful, “with fuch
groundlefs fufpicions as thefe, to fall upon the father
of moral fable, whofe happy way of conveying know-
ledge has been ever [poken of with fo much refpett, and
been of fuch flanding ufe to mankind 2

Ibid.

51t is remarkable, [ays father Vava/for, that Henry
Stephens, in his Thefaurus Linguae Graecae, never
cited Efop’s fabes; which fhews that he took them for
the work of a modern Greek. It feems probable,
nay, almoft certain, fays ke, that Planudes col-
leted the fables of Efop, partly from his ancefl-
tors, and partly {rom reading feveral authors;
that fome were his own invention, that he added
d the
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the moral and explication, often agreeable to his
own fancy, and that the whole was put into his
own form and words. He confirms his conjeélure
by the conformity of ftyle which may be obferved be-
tween the life of Efop, and the fables: and no one is
ignorant that Planudes is the author of that life. Va-
vaffor further obferves, that mention is made of the
Piracus in one of Efop’s fables. Now the Piracus was
not built till the 76th olympiad; before that time the
Phalerum was the port of the Athenians: fo that as
Efop died in the 54th olympiad, long before T hemif-
tocles had built the Piraeus, it would have been the
Phalerum, and not the Piraeus, that Efop would have
mentionet.

But father Vavaffor is not the firft who has taken
Planudes for the author of Efop’s fables now extant.
Nevelet, who publifhed a collection of fables in 1610,
declared himfelf of this opinion.  Of all the manu-
fcripts in my polleflion, fays ke, not one had the
fables of Efop which now are publifhed, which
I imagine to be written by Planudes, as well as
Efop’s Life. The manufcripts he [peaks of, were in
the library of Heidelberg, and had furnifhed him with
about 136 fables, which he added to thofe of Efop al-
ready printed, which are about 150 Jo that Nevelet's
collection confifted of 286 fables. Bayle.

T he
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T he late Dr. Bentley was alfo of this opinion. I
jhall examine, fayshe, thofe Greek fables now extant,
that affume the name of Efop himfelf. T here are two
parcels of the prefent fables; the one, which are more
ancient, 156 innumber, were firft publifhed out of the
Heidelberg library, by Nevelet in 1610. T he editor
himfelf well obferved, that they were falfely afcribed to
Efop, becaufe they mention holy monks.  To which I
will add, [ays the Do&or, another remark, that there
is a fentence out of Job—Naked we all came, and
naked fhall we return. But becaufe thefe two paf-
Jages are in the epimythion, (the moral) and belong not
to the fable itfelf; they may jufily be fuppofed to be ad-
ditions only, and interpolations of the true book. I fhall
therefore give fome beiter reafons to prove they are a
recent work., That they cannot be Efop’s own, the
181/t fableis a demonfirative proof: for thatisa flory
of Demades the rhetor, who lived about 200 years af-
ter our Phrygians's time. The 193 is about Momus’s
carping at the works of the gods. He there finds this
Sfault in the bull, That his eyes were not placed in his
horns, that he might [ee where he pufhed. But Lu-
cian, [peaking of the Jame fable, has it thus, T hat his
horns were not placed right before his eyes. And Arif-
totle has it a third way, T hat his honrs were not placed
about his fhoulders, where he might makethe firongeft
pufh; but in the tendereft part, his head. I think it
probable from hence, that Efop did not write a book of

d e hus
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his fables; for then there would not have been fuch a
difference in the telling.—T here is great reafon to be-
lieve they were drawn wp by Planudes, a monk of Con-
Stantinople, who died in the year 1370: for there isno
manufeript, any where, above 300 years old, that has
the fables according to that copy.—T his ideot of a monk
has alfo given ws a book, which he calls a life of Efop,
that perhaps cannot be matched in any language, for
ignorance and nonfenfe. He had picked up two or three
true flories ; that Efop was a_flave to one Xanthus, car-
ried @ burthen of bread, converfed with Crafus, and
was put to death at Delphi : but the circumftances of
thefe, and all his other tales, atre pure invention. He
makes Xanthus, an ordinary Lydian, or Samian, to be
a philofopher; which word was not heard of in thofe
days, but invented afterwards by Pythagoras. Twas
the king of Ethiopia’s problem to Amafis, king of Egypt,
to drink up the fea: but Planudes makes it a wager
of Xanthus with one of.hz'sfcholars. To [ay nothing
of his chronological errors, miflakes of an hundred or
two hundred years, who canread with patience that filly
difcourfe between Xanthus and his man Efop; not a
bit better than our penny merriments printed at London
bridge.

Bentley on Efop’s fables.

In
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In anfwer to what Dr. Bentley has [aid above, con-
cerning the fables of Efop being not written by himfelf,
Mr. Boyle thus argues. Nobody ever imagined that
all, or half the fables, that have gone under the nanie
of Efop, are his : or that any of them almoft, arein the
very fame words and [yllables, that they were in when
they came out of his hands. They have doubtlefs under-
gone great alterations, Jome more and fome lefs; but if
under all thefe changes, flill the [ame little Slory in its
chief circumftances, the fame fimplicity in telling it, the
Jame hwmorous turn of thought, and in a good meafure
the Jame words too, havebeen preferved; there is enough
of Efop left, whereby we may make a true judgment of
his [pirit, and genius, and manner of performance.
When Dr. Bentley fhall clearly have made out, either
that none of thefe fables came from Efop himfelf; or, if
they did, yet that in the very form and caft of them, as
well as the expreffion, they have been fince fo totally al-
tered, that they deferve not to be called the fame; it will
then be time enough to own, that we are unable to judge
of Efop’s merit by any thing in the prefent collection : but
till that is done, we may fafely enjoy our opinions, and
they that have admired Efop, may venture to go on,
and admire ham flill.

4s forwhat the Doélor has faid of Planudes, T muft
confefs, fays Mr. Boyle, Ihave not the deepeft venera-
tion for his charaéter ; but neither can I think fo defpi-
d 3 cably
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cably of him as the lofty Dr. Bentley does, becaufe I find
him well [poken of by men of good knowledge and judg-
ment, and even by his adverfaries themfelves. Nay,
Dr. Bentley, I think, gives an account of him, not at
all to his difadvantage, where he [ays, that the fet of fa-
bles he put out, was of his own drawing up: among ft
which, there are feveral fowell turned, fo exaélly copyed
from nature, and built on Such a true knowledge of hu-
man life and affairs, that ts plain he was neither an
ideot nor @ monk, that compofed them. But the only
reafon Dr. Bendley gives for his believing them to be
drawn up by Planudes, is,that there is no manufcript,
any where, above goo years old, that has the fa-
bles according to that copy. No manufeript !
any where ! Very extenfrve words : "tis pretty difficult
to anfwer for all the libraries of Europe. But thiswas
an Qﬂértionﬁt to be laid down by Dr. Bentley, becaufe
impoffible to be proved ; and I believe not difficult to
be difproved : for, asmuch out of theway of thefe things
as Ilive, I have cafually heard of a manufeript, older
than Planudes, that has the fables according to his
copy; Voffius’s manufeript I mean, which, though I
kave not feen it myfelf, yet better judges than I am, who
have [een it, affure me, that it is about 500 years old,
and that Voffius himfelf always efteemed it Jo. "Tis
at Leyden.

Boyle againft Bentley-
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Fabricius doubts of this manufcript of Voffius men-
tioned by Boyle ; it requires, he fays, further examina-
tion. Montfaucon promifed, (in his Diarium Italicum)
that he would publifk from a manufcript of the mona-
Jiry of St. Mary at Florence, the life of Efop, with
the fables, as they were extant before the time of Pla-
nudes, more at large: (in a diffufe ftyle) for that Pla-
nudes had omitted fome fables, and had written both
the life and the fables in a very different flyle, and af-
ter his own manner.

Fabricius.

I fuppofe Montfaucon never fulfilled his promife.
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ESSAY on FABLE.

Introduétion.

H O EV ER undertakes to compofe a

&/ s/ fable, whether of the fublimer and
more complex kind, as the epick and
dramatick ; or of the lower and more fimple, as
what has been called the Efopean ; fhould make
it his principal intention to illuftrate fome one
moral or prudential maxim. To this point the
compofition inall its parts muft be dire@ed ; and
this will lead him to defcribe fome adtion pro-
per to enforce the maxim he haschofen. In fe-
veral refpes therefore the greater fable and the
lefs agree. Itisthe bufinefs of both to teach
fome particular moral, exemplified by an action,
and this enlivened by natural incidents. Both
alike muft be fupported by appofite and proper
chara&ers, and both be furnifhed with {fentiments
and language fuitable to the charater thus em-
ployed. I would by no means however infer,
that, to produce one of thefe fmall pieces requires
the fame degree of genius, as to form an epick
or dramatick Fable. All I would infinuate, is,
that
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that the apologue has a right to fome fhare of
our efteem, from the relation it bears to the po-
ems before mentioned: as it is honourable to
{pring from a noble flem, although in ever fo re-
mote a branch. A perfe& fable, even of this in-
ferior kind, feems a much ftronger proof of ge-
nius than the mere narrative of an event. The
Jatter indeed requires judgment: the former, to-
gether with judgment, demands an effort of the
imagination.

Having thus endeavoured to procure thefe lit-
tle compofitions as much regard as they may
fairly claim, I proceed to treat of fome particu-
lars molt eflential to their charaier.

S#k.C.T. - L
Of the Truth or Moral of a Fable.

’TI S the very eflence of a Fable to convey
fome Moral or ufeful Truth, beneath the
fhadow of an allegory. 1t is this chiefly that dif-
tinguifhes a I'ablefrom a Tale; and indeed gives
it the pre-eminence in point of ufe and dignity.
A Tale may confift of an event either ferious or
comic; and, provided it be told agreeably, may
be excellent in its kind, though it fhould imply
no fort of Moral. But the altion of a Fable is

contrived on purpofe to teach and to imprint fome
Truth ;
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Truth; and fhould clearly and obvioufly include
the illuftration of it in the very cataftrophe.

The Truth to be preferred on this occafion
fhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor
trivial. Such would ill deferve the painsemployed
in Fable to convey it. As little alfo fhould it be
one that is very dubious, dark, or controverted.
It thould be of fuch a nature, as to challenge
the affent of every ingenious and {ober judgment;
never a point of mere {peculation; but tending
to inform or remind the veader, of the proper means
that lead to happinefs, orat leaft, to the feveral
duties, decorums, and proprieties of condud,
which each particular Fable endeavours to en-
force.

The reafon whyFable has been fo much efteem-
ed in all ages and in all countries; is perhaps
owing to the polite manner in which its maxims
are conveyed. The very article of giving in-
ftrution fuppofes at leaft, a fuperiority of wil-
dom in the advifer; a circumftance by no means
favourable to the ready admiflion of advice. "Tis
the peculiar excellence of Fable to wave this air
of fuperiority: it leavs the reader to collect the
moral; who by thus difcovering more than is
{hewn him, finds his principle of felf-love grat:-

fred,
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fied, inftead of being difgufled. The attention is
either taken off from the advifer; or, if other-

wife, we are at leaft flattered by his humility
and addrefs.

Befides, inftru@ion, as conveyed by Fable, does
not only lay afide its lofty mien and fupercili-
ous afpedt, but appears dreft in all the fmiles and
graces which can firike the imagination, or en-
gage the paflions. It pleafes in order to con-
vince; and it imprints its moral fo much the
deeper, in proportion as it entertains; fo that
we may be faid to feel our duties at the very in-
flant we comprehend them.

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable
is brought to a firit agreement with the fore-
going account of it. This however ought to be
the writer'saim. Tis the fimple manner in which
the Morals of Efop are interwoven with his Fa-
bles, that diftinguifhes him, and gives him the
preference to all other mythologifts. His Moun-
tain delivered of a Moufe, produces the Moral of
his Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders ;
and his Crow, when fhe drops her cheefe, lets
fall, as it were by accident, the ftrongeft admo-
nition againft the power of flattery. There is
no need of a feparate fentence to explain it; no

pofﬁbility
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poflibility of imprefling it deeper, by that load

we too often fee of accumulated refleGions. In-
deed the Fable of the Cock and the Precious
Stone is in this refpe& very exceptionable. The
leflon it inculcates is fo dark and ambiguous, that
different expofitors have given it quite oppofitein-
terpretations; fome imputing the Ccok’s rejec-
tion of the Diamond to his wifdom, and others
to his ignorance.

Stri&tly fpeaking then, one thould render need-
lefs any detached or explicit moral. Efop, the fa-
ther of this kind of writing, difclaimed any fuch
afliftance. 'Tis the province of Fable to give it
birth in the mind of the perfon for whom it is
intended : otherwife the precept is diredt, which
is contrary to the nature and end of allegory. How-
ever, in order to give all neceflary afliftance to
young readers, an Index is added to this col-
le@ion, containing the fubjec or moral of each
Fable, to which the reader may occafionally ap-

ply.

After all, the greateft fault in any compofition
(for I can hardly allow thatname to riddles) 1s 0b-
Jeurity.  There can be no purpofe anfwered by a
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Caracct
and Raphael himfelf, rather than rifque {o un-
pardonablc
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- pardonable a fault, have admitted verbal expla-
nations into fome of their beft piGtures. It muft
be confefled, that every ftory is not capable of
telling its own Moral. Ina cafe of this nature,
and this only, it fhould be exprefly introduced.
Perhaps alfo, where the point is doubtful, we
ought to thew enough for the lefs acute, even at
the hazard of thewing to0 much for the more faga-
cious; who, for this very reafon, that they are
more {agacious, will pardon a fuperfluity which
is fuch to them alone.

But, on thefe occafions, it lias been matter of
difpute, whether the moral is better introduced
at the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop, as I
faid before, univerflally rejected any feparate Mo-
ral.  Thofe we now find at the clofe of his Fa-
bles, were placed there by other hands. Among
the ancients, Preedrus; and Gay, among the
moderns, inferted theirs at the beginning: La
Motte prefers them at the conclufion; and Fon-
taine difpofes of them indifcriminately, at the be-
ginning orend, as he fees convenient. If, amidft
the authority of fuch great names, I might ven-
ture to mention my ownopinion, I fthould rather
prefix them as an introduétion, than add them as
an appendage. For I would neither pay my reader
nor myfelf fo bad a compliment, as to fuppole,

after
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after he had read the Fable, that he was not able
to difcover its meaning. Befides, when the Mo-
ral of a Fable isnot very prominent and firiking,
a leading thought at the beginning puts the
reader in a proper track. He knows the game
which he purfues: and, like a beagle on a warm
{fcent, he follows the {port with alacrity, in pro-
portion to his intelligence. On the other hand,
if he has no previous intimation of the defign,
he is puzzled throughout the Fable; and cannot
determine upon its merit without the trouble of
afrefh perufal. A ray of light, imparted at firft,
may fhew him the tendency and propriety of
every expreflion as he goes along; but while he
travels in the dark, no wonder if he ftumble or
miftake his way.

ST Y R e

Of the Aétion and Incidents proper for a Fable.
N chufing the action or allegory, three condi-
tions arc altogetherexpedient. I. It muftbe
clear : that is, it ought to fhew without equivo-
cation, precifely and obvioully, what we intend
fhould be underftood. II. It muft be one and
entire.  That 1s, it muft not be compofed of fe-
parate and independent ations, but muft tend
in all its circumitances to the completion of one
fingle event.. IIL. It mult be natural; that is,
€ founded.
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founded, if nor on Truth, at leaft, on Probabi-
lity ; on popular opinion; on that relation and
analogy which things bear to one another, when
we have gratuitoufly endowed them with the hu-
man faculties of {fpeech and realon. And thefe
conditions are taken from the nature of the hu-
man mind ; which cannot endure to be embar<
raffed, to be bewildered, or to be deceived.

ATFable offendsagainftprefpicuity,when it leaves
us doubtful what Truth the Fabulift intended to
convey. We have a ftriking example of this in
Dr. Croxall’s Fable of the creaking wheel. A
coachman, fays he, hearing one of his wheels
creak, was furprifed ; but more efpecially, when
he perceived that it was the worlt wheel of the
whole fet, and which he thought had but little
pretence to take fuch a liberty. But, upon his
demanding the reafon why it did {o, the wheel
replied, that it was natural for people who labour-
ed under any afflition or calamity to complain.”
Who would imagine this Fable defigned, as the
authorinforms us, foran admonition to reprefs,
or keep our complaints to ourfelves, orif we muft
let our forrows fpeak, to take care it be done in
folitude and retirement. The ftory of this Fable
isnot well imagined: atleaft, if meantto fupport

the Moral which the author has drawn from it.
A
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A Fable is faulty in refpe® to unity; when
the feveral circumftances point different ways ; and
do not center, like fomany lines, in one diftin&
and unambiguous Moral. An example of this
kind is furnithed by La Motte in the obfervation
he makes on Fontaine’s two pigeons. ““Thefe
pigeons had a reciprocal affedtion for each other.
One of them thewing a defire to travel, was ear-
neftly oppofed by his companion, but in vain.
The former {ets out upon his rambles, and en-
counters a thoufand ‘unforefeen dangers; while
the latter fuffers almoft as much at home, through
his apprehenfions for his roving friend. How-
ever, our traveller, after many hair-breadth
efcapes, returns at length in fafety back, and
the two pigeons are, once again, mutually hap-
py in each other’s company.” Now the appli-
cation of thisFableisutterly vague and uncertain,
for want of circumitances to determine, whether
the author defigned principally to reprefent the
dangers of the Traveller : his friend’s anxiety during
his abfence; or their mutual happinefs on his re-
turn. Whereas, had the travelling pigeon met
with no difafters on his way, but only found all
pleafures infiped for want of his friend’s partici-
pation; and had he returned from no other mo-
tive, than a defire of {eeing him again, the whole
then had happily clofed in this one confpicuous

e 2 inference,
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inference, that the prefence of a real friend is
the molft defirable of all gratifications.

The laft rule I have mentioned, that a Fable
fhould be natural, may be violated feveral ways.
"Tis oppoled, when we make creatures enter in-
to unnatural aflociations. Thus the fheep or the
goat muft not be made to hunt with the lion;
and it 1s yet more abfurd, to reprefent the lion as
falling in love with the forefter’s daughter. "Tis

[nfringed, by afcribing to them appetites and
paflions that are not confiftent with their known
characters; or clfe by employing them in fuch
occupations, as are foreign and unfuitable to
their refpeftive natures. A fox fhould not be
faid to long for grapes; an hedgehog pretend to
drive away flies ; nhora partridge offer his {ervice
to delve in the vineyard. A ponderousiron and
an earthen vafe thould not {fwim together down
a river; and he that thould make his goofe lay
golden eggs, would fhew a luxuriant fancy, but
very little judgment. In fhort, nothing befides
the faculty of fpeech and reafon, which Fable
hasbeen allowed to confer even upon inanimates,
muft ever contradiél the nature of things, or atleaft,
the commonly received opinion concerning them.

Opinious
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Opinions indeed, although erroncous, if they
either are, orhave been univerfally received, may
afford fufficient foundation for a Fable. The
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans
and the dying fwan, to pour forth her elegy. The
{phinx and the pheenix, the fyren and the centaur,
have all the exiftence that is requifite for Fable.
Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and even the man in the
moon, may have each his province allotted him,
provided it be not animproper one. Here the no-
toriety of opinion fupplies the place of fa&, and
in ¢this manner truth may fairly be deduced from

falfehood.

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, it
is a rule without exception, that they ought al-
waystobe few; it being foreign to the nature of
this compofition to admit of much variety. Yet
a Fable with only one fingle incident may pofli-
bly appear too naked. If Efop and Phadrus
are herein fometimes too {paring, Fontaine and
La Motte are as often too profufe. In this, asin
moft other matters, a medium certainly is beft.
in a word, the incidents thould not only be few,
but fhort; and like thofe in the Fables of * the
fwallow and other birds,” “‘the miller and his
fon,” and “‘the court and country-moufe,” they

€ 3 muft
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muft naturally arife out of the fubje&, and ferve
to illuftrate and enforce the Moral.

S B e h LT
Of the Perfons, Charadlers, and Sentiments of Fable.

g H E race of animals firft prefent themfelves

as the proper aftors in this little drama.
They are indeed a fpecies that aproaches, in
many refpeds, {o near to our own, that weneed
only lend them fpecch, in order to produce a
firiking refemblance. It would however be un-
reafonable, to exped a firid and univerfal fimi-
litude. There is a certain meafure and degree of
analogy, with which the moft difcerning reader
will reft contented : for inftance, he will accept
the properties of animals, although neceffary and
invariable, as the images of our inclinations, tho’
never {o free. To require more than this, were
to fap the very foundations of allegory ; and
even to deprive ourfelves of half the pleafure
that flows from poetry in general.

Solomon fends us to the ant, to learn the wil-
dom of induftry: and our inimitable ethic poet
introduces nature herfelf as giving us a fimilar
kind of counfel.

T hus
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T hus then to Man the voice of Nature [pake;
“Go, from the Creatures thy infiruélions take—
““There all the forms of focial union find,

““4nd thence, let reafon late inflruét mankind.”

He {uppofes that animals in their native cha-
raers, without the advantages of fpeech and rea-
fon which are defigned them by the Fabulifts,
may in regard to Moralsas well as Arts, become
examples to the human race. Indeed, I am
afraid we have fo far deviated into afcititious
appetites and fantaftic manners, as to find the
expediency of copying from them that fimplicity
we ourlelves have loft. If animals in themfelves
may be thus exemplary, how much more may
they be made inftrultive, under the direction of
an able Fabulift; who by conferring upon them
the gift of language, contrives to make their in-
ftin&s more intelligible and their examples more
determinate !

But thefe are not his only adtors. The Fabu-
lift has one advantage above all other writers
whatfoever; as all the works both of art and na-
ture are more immediately at his difpofal. He
has, in this refpe&, a liberty not allowed to
epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt-

€ 4 CdlY
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edly more limited in the choice of perfons to be
employed. He has authority to prefs into his
{ervice every kind of exiftence under heaven:
not only beafts, birds, infe&s, and all the ani-
mal creation; but flowers, fthrubs, trees, and all
the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, fofhls,
minerals, and ‘the inanimate works of nature,
difcourfe articulately at his command, and a&t
the part which he afligns them. The virtues,
vices, and every property of beings, receive from
him a local habitation and a name. In fhort he
may perfonify, beftow life, fpeech and action,
on whatever he thinks proper.

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of novelty
and wvariety this muft open, to a genius capable
of receiving, and of employing, thefe ideal per-
fons in a proper manner; what an opportunity
it affords him to diverfify his images, and to
treat the fancy with:change of objeéls; while he
ftrengthens the underftanding, or regulates the
paffions, by a fucceflion of Truths. To raife be-
ings like thefe into a flate of action and intelli-
gence, gives the Fabulift an undoubted claim to
that firft charadter of the poet, a Creator. I rank
him not, as I faid before, with the writers of
epick or dramatick poems ; but the maker of pins
or needles is as much an artifl, as an anchor-

{mith :
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fmith: and a painter in miniature may fhew as
much {kill, as he who paints in the largeft pro-
portions.

When thefe perfons are once raifed, we muft
carefully injoin them proper tafks; and affign
them fentiments and language fuitable to their
feveral natures, and refpective properties.

A raven fhould not be extolled for her voice,
nor a bear be reprefented with an elegant fhape.
"Twere a very obvious inftance of abfurdity, to
paint an hare, cruel; or a wolf, compaflionate.
An afs were but ill qualified to be General of
an army, though he may well enough ferve per-
haps for one of the trumpeters. But fo long as
popular opinion allows to the lion, magnani-
mity ; rage, to the tiger; ftrength, to the mule;
cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery, to the
monkey; why maynot they fupport the charac-
ters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, Ulyfles
and Therfites ? The truth is, when Moral aftions
are with judgment attributed to the brute crea-
tion. we {carce perceive that nature 1s at all vio-
lated by the Fabulift. He appears, at mofl, to
have only tranflated their language. His lions,
wolves, and foxes, behave and argue as thofe crea-

tures
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tures would, had they originally been endowed
with the human faculties of {peech and reafon.

But greater art is yet required, whenever we
perfonify inanimate beings. Here the copy {o far
deviates from the great lines of nature, that, with-
out the nicelt care, reafon will revolt againft the
fition. However, beings of this {ort, managed
ingenioufly and with addrefs, recommend the
Fabulift's invention by the grace of novelty and
of variety. Indeed the analogy between things
natural and artificial, animate and inanimate, is
often fo very ftriking, that we can, with feeming
propriety, give paflions and {entiments to every
individual part of exiftence. Appearance favours
the deception. The vine may be enamoured of
the elm; her embraces teftify her paffion. The
fivelling mountain may, naturally enough, be
delivered of a moufe. The gourd may reproach
the pine, and the fky-rocket infult the ftars. The
axe may follicit 2 new handle of the foreft; and
the moon, in her female charalter, requeft a fa-
fhionable garment. Here is nothing incongru-
ous:; nothing that fhocks the readerwith impro-
priety. On the other hand, were the axe to
defire a fine perriwig, and the moon petition
fora new pair of boots ; probability would then be

violated, and the abfurdity become too glaring.
SEET.
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S:ERG T TV
On the Language of Fable.

HE moft beautiful Fables that ever were in-

vented, may be dishgured by the Language
in which they are clothed. Of this, poor Efop,
in fome of his Englifh drefles, affords a melan-
choly proof. The ordinary ftyle of Fable {thould
be familiar, but it fhould alfo be elegant. Were
I to inftance any ftyle that I fhould prefer on
this occafion, it fhould be that of Mr. Addifon’s
- little tales in the Spe&ator. That eafe and fim-
plicity, that concifenefs and propriety, that fub-
dued and decent humour he fo remarkably dif-
covers in thofe compofitions ; feem to have qua-
lified him for a Fabulift, almoft beyond any other

writer. But to return.

The Familiar, fays Mr. La Motte, to whofe in-
genious Effay I have often been obliged in this
difcourfe, is the general tone or accent of Fable.
It was thought fufficient, on its firftappearance,
to lend the animals our moft common language.
Nor indeed have they any extraordinary pretenfions
to the fublime; it being requifite they fhould
Jpeak with the fame fimplicity that they behave.

The



Ixive: An ES'S AY ot F#4B L E.

The familiar alfo is more proper for infinua-
tion, than the elevated; this being the language
of refleétion, as the former is the voice of [fentiment.
We guard ourlelves againft the one, butlie open
to the other; and inftru&ion will always the
moft effetually fway us, when it appears leaft
jealous of its rights and privileges.

The familiar ftyle howeverthat is here required,
notwithitanding that appearance of Eafe which
isits character, is perhaps more difficult to write,
than the elevated or fublime. A writer more readily
perceives when he has rifen above the common
language; than he perceives, in {peaking this
language, whether he has made the choice that
1s moft {uitable to the occafion: and it is never-
thelefls, upon this happy choice that all the charm
of the familiar depends. Moreover, the elevated
ftyle deceives and feduces, although it be not the
beft chofen; whereas the familiar can procure it-
felf no fortof refped, if it be not eafy, natural,
juft, delicate, and unaffe@ted. A Fabulift muft
therefore beftow great attention upon his ftyle:
and even labour it fo much the more, that it may
appear to have coft him no pains at all.

The authority of Fontaine juftifies this opinion
in regard to ftyle. His Fables are perhaps the
beft

L ale
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belt examples of the genteel familiar, as Sir Roger
1'Eftrange affords the grofleft, of the indelicate
and low. When we read that ‘“ while the frog
and the moufe were difputing it at fword’s point,
down comes a kite powdering upon them in the
interim, and gobbets up both together to part the
fray.”” And where the foxreproaches *“a bevy of
jolly goffiping wenches making metry over a difi
of pullets, that, if hebut peeped into a hen-rooft,
they always made a bawling with their dogs and
their baflards; while you yourfelves, fays he, can
lie fluffing your guts with your hens and your ca-
pons, and not a word of the pudding.”  This may
be familiar, but is alfo coarfe and vulgar; and
cannot fail to difguft a reader that has the leaft
degree of tafte or delicacy.

The ftyle of Fable then muft be fimple and fa-
miliar; and it muft likewife be corre@ and elegant.
By the former, I would advife that it thould not
be loaded with figure and metaphor; that the
difpofition of words be natural; the turn of fen-
tences, ealy; and their conftru@ion, unembar-
rafled. By elegance, I would exclude all coarle
and provincial terms; all affe@ed and puerile
conceits; all obfolete and pedantick phrafes.
To this I would adjoin, as the word perhaps
implies, a certain finifhing polifh, which gives

da
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a grace and {pirit to the whole; and which, tho'
it have always the appearance of nature, is almoft
ever the ¢ffect of art.

But, notwithftanding all that has been faid,
there are fome occafions on which it is allowable,
and even expedient to change the ftyle. The
language of a Fable muft rife or fallin conformity
to the fubje®. A Lion, when introduced in his
regal capacity, muft hold difcourfe in a firain
fomewhat more elevated than a Country-Moufe.
The lionefs then becomes his Queen, and the
beafts of the foreflt are called his Subjeéts : a me-
thod that offers at once to the imagination, both
the animal and the perfon he is defigned to repre-
fent. Again, the buffoon-monkey fhould avoid
that pomp of phrafe, which the owl employs as
her beft pretence to wifdom. Unlefs the ftyle
be thus judicioufly varied, it will be impoflible

to preferve a juft diftinftion of charadter.

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent,
add a'grace to Fable; but are then moflt happy,
when included in the ation: whereof the Fable
of Boreas and the Sun affords us an example. An
epithet well chofen is often a defcription in itfelf;
and {o much the more agreeable, as it the lefs
retards us in our purfuit of the cataftrophe.

i
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I might enlarge much further on the fubje&,
but perhaps I may appear to have been too dif-
fufe already. Let it fuffice to hint, that little
Jirokes of humour, when arifing naturally from the
fubject; and wncidental refledtions, when kept in
due fubordination to the principal, add a value
to thefe compofitions. Thefe latter however
fhould be employed very fparingly, and with
great addre{s ; be very few and very fhort: It is
fcarcely enough that they naturally refult from
the fubject: they fhould be fuch as may appear
neceffary and ¢ffential parts of the Fable. And
when thefe embellithments, pleafing in themfelves,
tend to illuftrate the main adlion, they then af-
ford that namelefs grace remarkable inFontaine
and {ome few others; and which perfons of the
beft difcernment will more eafily conceive, than
they can explain.

BR.lDSLEY.
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E-AsBeL FE.o 1
The Trees and the Bramble.

HE Ifraelites, ever murmuring and dif-

contented under the reign of Jehovah,

were defirous of having a king, like the
reft of the nations. They offered the kingdom
to Gideon their deliverer; to him, and to his
pofterity after him: he generoufly refufed their
offer, and reminded them, that Jehovak was
their king. When Gideon was deads Abime-
lech, his fon by a concubine, flewall his other
fons to the number of feventy: Joatham alone
efcaping; and by the affifance of the She-

chemites made himfelf king. Joatham, to repre-
B2 fent
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fent to them their folly, and to fhew them, that
the moft delerving are generally the leaft ambi-
tious, whereas the worthlefs grafp at power with
eagernefs, and exercife it with infolence and ty-
ranny, {pake to them in the following manner.

Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, fo may |
God hearken unto you. The Trees, grown wea-
ry of the ftate of freedom and equality in which
God had placed them, met together to chufe
and to anoint a king over them: and they faid
to the Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the
Olive-tree faid unto them, Shall I quit my fat-
nels wherewith God and man 1s honoured, to
difquiet myfelf with the cares of government,
and to rule over the Trees? And they {aid unto
the Fig-tree, Come thou, and reign over us. But
the Fig-tree faid unto them, Shall I bid adieu
to my fweetnefs and my pleafant fruit; to take
upon me the painful charge of royalty, and to
be {et over the Trees? Then faid the Trees unto
the Vine, Come thou and reign over us. But
the Vine faid alfo unto them, Shall I leave my
wine which honoureth God and cheareth man,
to bring upun myfelf nothing but trouble and
anxiety, and to become king of the Trees? we
are happy in our piefent lot: feek {fome other to
reign over you. Then feid all the Treesunto the

Bramble,
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Bramble, Come thou and reign over us. And
the Bramble faid unto them, I will be your king;
come ye all under my fhadow, and be {fafe;
obey me, and I will grant you my protection.
But if you obey me not, out of the Bramble
{hall come forth a fire, which fhall devour even
the cedars of Lebanon.

FAB Lg¥ il
The Frogs petitioning Jupiter for a King.

S Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap-
pened to pafs thro’ Athens juft after Pi-
fiftratus had abolifhed the popular ftate, and
ufurped a fovereign power; when perceiving
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho’ mild and
eafy, with much impatience, he related to them
the following fable.

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented, va-
riable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change,
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. The
good-natured deity, in order to indulge this their
requeft, with as little milchief to the petitioners
as poflible, threw them down a log. At firft
they regarded their new monarch with great
reverence, and kept from him at a moft refpedt-
ful diftance: but perceiving his tame and peace-

B3 able
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able difpofition, they by degrees ventured to ap-
proach him with more famlharlty, till at length
they ¢ conceived for him the utmoft contempt. In
this d1fpoﬁt10n they renewed their requeft to
Jupiter, and intreated him t> beftow upon them
anotherking. The Thunderer in his wrath fent
them a crane, who no fooner took pofleflion of
his new dominions, than he began to devour his
fubje&s one after another in a moit capricious
and tyrannical manner. They were now far
more diffatisfied than before; when applying to
Jupiter a third time, they were difmiffed with
this reproof, that the evil they complained of,
they had imprudently brought upon themfelves;
and that they had no other remedy now but to
fubmit to 1t with patience.

s 1L FE JHE.
The Wolf and the Shepherds.

HOW apt men are to condemn in others.
what they practife themfelves without fcru-

A Wolf, fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut,
where a company of Shepherds where regaling
themfelves with a joint of mutton; Lord, faid
he, what a clamour would thefe men have raifed,

if they had catched me at fuch a banquet!
FABLE
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F. A Bl B IV,
The Belly and the Limbs.

ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Roman con-

{ful, being deputed by the {enate to ap-
peafe a dangerous tumult and fedition of the
people, who refufed to pay the taxes neceflary
for carrying on the bufinefs of the flate; con-
vinced them of their folly, by delivering to them
the following fable.

My friends and country men, {aid he, attend
to my words. It once happened that the members
of the human body, taking fome exceptions at
the condu& of the Belly, refolved no longer to
grant him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue firft,
in afedtious {peech, aggravated their grievances ;-
and after highly extolling the activity and dili-
gence of the Hands and Feet, fet forth how hard
and unreafonable it was, that the fruits of their la-
bour thould be {quandered away upon the infa -
tiable cravings of a fat and indolent Paunch,
which was entirely ufelefs, and unable to do
any thing towards helping himfelf. This {peech
was received with unanimous applaufe by all the
Members. Immediately the Hands declared they
would work no more; the Feet determined to

B3 carry
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carry no farther the load of Guts with which
they had hitherto been opprefled; nay, the very
Teeth refufed to prepare a fingle morfel more for
his ufe. In this diftrefs, the Belly befought
them to confider maturely, and not foment fo
fenfelefls a rebellion. There is none of you, fays
he, can be ignorant that whatfoever you be-
ftow upon me, is immediately converted to your
ufe, and difperfed by me for the good of you all
into every Limb. But he remonftrated in vain;
for during the clamours of paflion, the voice
of reafon is always difregarded. It being there-
fore impoflible for him to quiet the tumult, he
ftarved for want of their afliftance, and the body
wafted away to a fkeleton. The Limbs, grown
weak and languid were fenfible at laft of their er-
ror, and would fain have returned to their re-
{pe@tive duties; but it was now too late, death
had taken pofleflion of the whole, and they alt
perifhed together.

FABLE
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F7AsB L E 7/ Vi
T he Fox and the * Swallow.

RISTOTLE informsus that the following
fable was fpoken by Efop to the Samians,

on a debate upon changing their minifters, who
were accufed of plundering the commonwealth.

A Fox {wimming acrofs a river, happened to
be entangled in fome weeds that grew near the
bank, from which he was unable to extricate
himfelf. As he lay thus expofed to whole fwarms
of flies, who were galling him and fucking his
blood; a Swallow obferving his diftrefs, kindly
offered to drive them away. By no means, faid
the Fox; for if thefe fhould be chafed away, who
are already fufficiently gorged, another more hun-
gry {warm would fucceed, and I thould be rob-
bed of every remaining drop of blood in my veins,

* Inflead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge-
hog : but as that creature Jeemed very unfit for the bufi-
nefs of driving away flies, it was thought more proper
to [ubftitute the Swallow.

FABLE
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FiA B dEEaVE.
The Fox and the Raven.
A Fox obferving a Raven perched on the

branch of a tree, with a fine piece of cheele
in hermouth, immediately began to confider how
he might pollefs himfelf of {fo delicious a mor-
fel. Dear madam, faid he, I am extreamely glad
to have the pleafure of {eeing you this morning:
your beautiful fhape, and fhining feathers, are
the delight of my eyes; and would you conde-
{cend to favour me with a fong, I doubt not but
your veice 1s equal to the reft of your accom-
plithments. Deluded with this flattering {peech,
the tranfported Raven opened her mouth, in or-
der to give him a {pecimen of her pipe, when
down droped the cheefe: which the Fox imme-
diately fnatching up, bore it away in triumph,
Jeaving the Raven to lament her credulous va-
nity at her leifure.

F A BLE VII.
The Fox and the Stork.

HE Fox, tho’ in general more inclined to
roguery than wit,had once a {ftrong inclina-

tion to play the wag with his neighbour the
Stork.
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Stork. He accordingly invited her to dinner in
great form; but when it came upon the table,
the Stork found it confifted intirely of different
foups, ferved up in broad thallow difhes, fo that
fhe could only dip in the end of her bull, but
could not poflibly fatisfy her hunger. The Fox lap-
ped it up very readily, and everynow and then,
addrefled himfelf to his gueft, defired to know
how fhe liked her entertainment; hoped that
every thing was {eafoned to her mind; and pro-
tefted he was very forry to fee hereat {o fparingly.
The Stork, perceiving fhe was played upon, took
no notice, but pretended to like every difth ex-
tremely: and at parting preffed the Fox {o ear-
neftly to return her vifit, that he could not in
civility refufe. The day arrived, and he repaired
to his appointment; but to his great mortifica-
tion, when dinner appeared, he found it com-
pofed of minced meat, ferved up in long narrow-
necked glaffes; fo that he was only tantalized
with the fight of what it was impoflible for him
to tafte. The Stork thruft in her long bill, and
helped herfelf very plentifully; then turning to
Reynard, who was eagerly licking the outlide
of a jarr where fome fauce had been fpilled—I
am very glad, - faid fhe fmiling, thatyou feem to
have fo good an appetite; I hopeyou will make
as hearty a dinner at my table as I did the other

day
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day at yours. Reynard hung down his head, and
looked very much difpleafed. —Nay, nay, faid
the Stork, don’t pretend to be out of humour
about the matter: they that cannot take a jeft
thould never make one.

P d Jak VI

T he Daw with borrowed Feathers.

WHEN a pert young templer, or city ap-
prentice, fets up for a fine gentleman,
with the affiftance of an imbroidered waiftcoat
and Drefden ruffles, but without one qualifica-
tion proper to the charalter; how frequently
does ‘it happen, that he is laughed at by his
equals, and defpifed by thofe whom he pre-

fumed to imitate !

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to
1magine, that he wanted nothing but the coloured
plumes, to render him as elegant a bird as the
Peacock. Puffed up with this wife conceit, he
dreiled himfelf with a fufficient quantity of their
moft beautiful feathers, and in this borrowed
garb, forfaking his old companions, endea-
voured to pafs for a Peacock. But he no fooner
attempted to aflociate with thefe genteel crea-
tures, than an affetted ftrut betrayed the vain

pretender,
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pretender. - The offended Peacocks, plucking
from him their degraded feathers, foon ftriped
him of his finery, reduced him to a mer¢ Jackdaw,
and drove him back to his brethren; by whom
he was now equally defpifed, and juftly punifhed

with derifion and contempt.

F A B,L EaoIX,
The Wolf and the Lamb. '
W HEN cruelty and injuftice are armed with
p

ower, and determined on oppreflion,
the ftrongeft pleas of innocence are preferred in
yain.

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench-
ing their thirft togther at the fame rivulet. The
Wolf ftood towards the head of the fiream, and
the Lamb at fome diftance below. The injurious
beaft, refolved on a quarrel, fiercely demands—
How dare you difturb the water which I am
drinking? The poor Lamb, all trembling, re-
plies, How, I befeech you, can that poffibly be
the cafe, fince the current fets from you to me?
Difconcerted by the force of truth, he changes
the accufation. Six months ago, fays he, you
vilely {landered me. Impoflible, returns the
Lamb, for I was not then born. No matter, it

was
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was your father then, or fome of your relations;
and immediately {eizing the innocent Lamb, he
tore him to pieces.

E A’ B Ao "X,
The Mountain in Labour.

A Rumour once prevailed, that a neighbour-
ing Mountain was in Labour; it was af-
firmed thatfhe had been heard to utter prodigious
groars; and a general expefation had beer
raifed, thatfome extraordinary birth was at hand.
Multitudes flocked with much eagernels to be
witnefles of the wonderful event: gne expecting
her.to be delivered of a giant: another of fome
ennormous monfter; and all were fufpended in
earneft expectation of fomewhat grand and afto-
nithing. When, after waiting with great impa-
tiance a confiderable time, behold !—gus crept a
Moufe.

FABLE XI

The Boys and the Frogs.

O N the margin of a large lake, which was in-
habited by a great number of Frogs, a
company of Boys happened to be at play. Their
diverfion was duck and drake; and whole vollies
of
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of ftones were thrown 1into the water, to the
great annoyance and danger of the poor terri-
fied Frogs. at length one of the moft hardy,
lifting up his head above the furface of the lakes
Ah. dear children, faid he, why will ye learn
{o Toon the cruel pradtices of your race? Confi-
der, I befeech you, that tho' this may be /port
to you, it is death to us.

F A Bl Ko XL

The Lark and her Young.
Lark having built her neft in a field of

corn, it grew ripe before her Young were

well able to fly. Apprehenfive for their fafety,
{he enjoined them, while fhe went out in order
to provide for their fubfiftence, to liften very at-
tentively to any difcourfe they might hear about
reaping the field. - At her return they told her,
that the farmer and his fon had been there, and
had agreed to fend to fome of their neighbours,
t6 afift them in cutting it down the next day.
And fo they depend, it {eems, upon neighbours,
{aid the mother: very well: then I think we
have no occafion to be afraid of tomorrow. The
next day fhe went out, and left them the fame
injun&ion as before. When fhe returned, they
acquainted her that the farmer and his fon had
again
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again been there, but as none of their neigh-
bours came to their afliftance, they had deferred
reaping till the next day, and intended to fend
for help to their friends and relations. 1 think
we may {lill venture another day, fays the mo-
ther; but however be careful as before, to let
me know what pafles in my abfence. They now
inform her, that the farmer and his fon had a
third time vifited the field; and finding that nei-
ther friends nox relations had regarded their fum-
mons, they were determined to come the next
morning and cut it down thenfelves. Nay, then,
replied the Lark, itistime to think of rémoving :
for as they now depend only upon themfelves for
doing their own bufinefs, it will undoubtedly
be performed.

B E XTI

The Stag drinking.
Q_ Stag quenching his thirft in a clear lake,

was ftruck with the beauty of his horns,
which he faw refle@ed in the water. At the
fame time, obferving the extreme flendernefs of
his legs; What pity it is, faid he, that {o finea
creature thould be furnifhed with fo defpicable
a {et of fpindle fhanks! what a truely noble ani-
mal I fhould be, weremy legs in any degree an-
{werable
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fwerable to my horns! In the midft of this {oli-
loquy, he was alarmed with the cry of a pack of
hounds. He immediately flies through the foreft,
and leaves his purfuers fo far behind, that he
might probably have efcaped; but taking into
a thick wood, his horns were entangled in the-
branches, where he was held till the hounds
cameup, and tore him in pieces. In his laft mo-
ments, he thus exclaimed—How 1ll do we judge
of our own true advantages! the legs which I de-
Jpifed would have borne me away in fafety, had
not my favourite antlers betrayed me to ruin.

E#A B L E X148
The Swallow and other Birds.

Swallow obferving an hu{bandman employ-

ed in fowing hemp, called the little Birds
together, and informed them what the farmer
was about. He told them that hemp was the
material from which the nets, fo fatal to the fea-
thered race, were compofed; and advifed them
unanimouily to join in picking it up, in order
to prevent the confequences. The Birds -either
difbelieving his information, or negle&ting his
advice, gave themfelves no trouble about the
matter. Inalittle time the hemp appeared above
ground: the friendly Swallow again addreffed
C himfelf
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himfelf to them, told them it was not yet too
late, provided they would immediately fet about
the work, before the feeds had taken too deep
root.  But they fhll rejecting his advice. he for-
{fook their fociety, repaired for fafety to towns
and cities, éherebuilt his habitation and kept his
refidence. One day, as he was Ikimming along
the ftreets, he happened to fee a large parcel of
thofe very Birds, imprifoned in a cage, on the
thoulders of a bird-catcher. Unhappy wretches,
faid he, you now feel the punifhment of your
former negle&t. But thofe, who, having no
forefight of their own, defpife the wholefome
admonition of their friends, deferve the mifchief
which their own obftinacy or negligence brings
upon their heads.

FABLE XV.
The Afs and the Lap-dog.

N Afs, who lived in the fame houfe with a
favourite Lap-dog, obferving the fuperior
degree of affetion which the little minion en-
joyed, imagined he had nothing more to do, in
order to obtain an equal fhare, inthe good graces
of the family, than to imitate the Lap-dog’s play-
ful and endearing carefles. Accordingly, he be-
gan to frifk about before his mafter, kicking up
his
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his heels and braying, in an aukward affeftation
of wantonnefs and pleafantry. This firange be-
haviour could not fail of raifing much laughter,
which the Afs miftaking for approbation and en-
couragement, he proceeded to leap upon his
mafter's breaft, and began very familiarly to lick
his face: but he was prefently convinced by the
force of a good cudgel, that what is fprightly
and agreeable in one, may in another be jultly
cenfured as rude and impertinent; and that the
fureft way to gain efteem, is for every one to act
{uitably to his own natural genius and character:

FABLE XVL
T he Lion and the Mozj’e.

A Lion by accident laid his paw upon a poor
innocent Moufe. The frighted little crea-
tute, imagining fhe was juft going to be de-
voured, begged hard for her life, urged that
clemency was the faireft attribute of power, and
earneftly intreated his majefty not to ftain his il-
luftrious paws with the blood of {o infignificant
an animal: upon which, the Lion very gene-
roufly fet her at liberty. It happened a few days
afterwards, that the Lion ranging for his prey,
fell ‘into the toils of the hunter. The Moufe
heard his roarings, knew the voice of her bene-

Coe fadtor,
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fator, and immediately repairing to his aflift-
ance gnawed in pieces the mefhes of the net, and
by delivering her preferver, convinced him that
there is no creature fo much below another, but
may have it in his power to return a good office:

FAB L E  XVIIL
T he Wolf and the Crane.
A Wolf having with too much greedinefs

fwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ftuck
in his throat; and in the violence of his pain he
applied to feveral animals, earnefily intreating
them to extrat it. None cared to hazard the
dangerous experiment, except the Crane; who,
perfuaded by his folemn promifes of a gratuity,
ventured to thruft her enormous length of neck
down his throat, and having fuccefsfully per-
formed the operation, claimed the recompence:
See the unreafonablenefs of fome creatures, faid
the Wolf: have I not fuffered thee fafely to
draw thy neck out of my jaws, and haft thou the
conlcience to demand a _further reward !

FABLE
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FABLE XVill

T he Countryman and the Snake.

AN honeft Countryman oberved a Snake ly-

ing under a hedge, almoft frozen to death.
He was moved with compaffion; and bringing
it home, he laid it near the fire, and gave it
fome new milk. Thus fed and cherifhed, the
creature prefently began to revive: but no fooner
had he recovered ftrength enough to do mifchief,
than he {prung upon the Contryman’s wife, bit
one of his children, and in fhort, threw all the
whole family into. confufion and terror. Un-
greatful wretch! faid the man, thou haft {fuffi-
ciently taught me how ill-judged it is, to confer
benefits on the worthle/s and undeferving. So fay-
ing, he fnatched up a hatchet, and cut the
Snake in pieces.

F o8B b B ol Kes

T he Dog and the Shadow.
A_ N hungry Spaniel, having ftolen a piece of

fleth from a butchers’s thop, was carrying
it acrofs a river. The water being clear, and the
fun fhining brightly, he faw his own Image in
the ftream, and fancied it to be another dog,

C 3 with
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with a more delicious morfel: upon which, un-
juftly and greedily opening his jaws to fnatch at
the fhadow, he loft the fubflance.

BB Lk, - XX\
T he Sun and the Wind.

TYHOEBUS and AFEolus had once a difpute,

which of them could fooneft prevail with a
certain traveller to part with his cloak. AEolus
began the attack, and affaulted him with great
violence. But the man wrapping his cloak ftill
clofer about him, doubled his efforts to keep
it, and went on his way. And now Pheebus
darted his warm infinuating rays, which melt-
ing the traveller by degrees, at length obliged
him to throw afide that cloak, which all therage
of AEolus could not compel him to refign.
Learn hence, faid Pheebus to the bluftering god,
that foft and gentle means will often accomplifh,
what force and fury can never effeét.

PR e WX,
T he Wolf and the Mafliff.

A Lean half-ftarved wolf inadvertently ftrolled
; in the way of a {trong well-fed Maftiff.
The Wolf being much too weak to act upon the

offenfive,
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offenfive, thought it moft prudent to accoft ho-
neft Towfer in a friendly manner: and among
other civilities, very complaifantly congratulated
him on his goodly appearance. Why, yes, re-
turned the Maftiff, I am indeed in tolerable cafe;
and if you will follow me, you may foon be alto-
gether in as good a plight. = The Wolf pricked
up his ears at the propofal, and requelted to be
informed what he muft do to earn fuch plentiful
meals. Very little, replied the Maftiff; only
drive away beggars, carefs my mafter, and be
.civil to his family. To thefe conditions the hun-

gry Wolf had no obje&ion, and very readily

confented to follow his new acquaintance where-
ever he would condu& him. As they were trot-
ting along, the Wolf obferved that the hair was
worn in a circle round his friend’s neck ; which
raifed his curiofity to enquire what was the occa-
fion of it. Nothing, anfwered the Maftiff, or
a mere trifle; perhaps the collar to which my
chain is fometimes faftened. Chain! replied the
Wolf, with much furprize; it thould feem then
that you are not permitted to rove about where
and when you pleafe. Not always, returned
Towfer, hanging down his head ; but what does
that fignify? it fignifies fo much, rejoined the
Wolf, that I am refolved to have no fhare in

C4 your
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your dinners; half a meal with liberty, is in my
eftimation, preferable to a full one without it.

S Bl XK TT
Fortune and the School-boy.

A School-boy, fatigued with play, threw him-

felf down by the brink of a deep pit, where
he fell faft afleep. Fortune happening to pafs
by, faw him in this dangerous fituation, and
kindly gave him a tap on the fhoulder: My dear
child, {aid fhe, if you had fallen into this pit, I
fhould have borne the blame; though in fa&, the
accident would have been wholly owing to your
own careleflnefs.

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal, is but
another word for imprudence. The maxim is by
no means abfotutely true: certain however, it
1s, that mankind fuffer more evils from their own
imprudence, than from events which it is not in
their power to controul.

8B 1K . XX
T he Frog and the Ox.
A Frog being wonderfully ftruck with the fize

and majefty of an Ox, that was grazing in
the marfhes, could not forbear endeavouring to
expand
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expand herfelf to the fame portly magnitude.
After puffing and {welling for fome time: * What
think you, fifter,” faid {he, ¢ will this do?”’ Far
from it. ¢ Will this?” By no means. ‘But
this furely will.”” Nothing like 1it. In fhort,
after many ridiculous efforts to the fame fruit-
lefs purpofe, the fimple Frog burft her /kin, and
miferably expired upon the fpot.

EiAB. L ESXXEV.
T'he Lion and other Beafts hunting in partnerfhip.

Leopard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were ambi-

tious of the honour of hunting with the Li-
on. His favage majefty gracioufly condefcended
to their defire, and it was agreed that theythould
all have an equal fhare in whateyer might be
taken. They fcour the fareft, are unanimous in
the purfuit; and, after a very fine chafe, pulled
down a noble ftag. It was divided with great
dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal parts;
but juft as each was going to fecure his thare—
Hold, fays the Lion, let no one prefume to ferve
himfelf, till he hath heard our ju/t and reafonable
claims. I {eize upon the firft quarter by virtue
of my prerogative; the fecond I think is due to
my fuperior conduél and courage; I cannot forego
the third on account of the necgﬂities of my den;

and



26 " ANECTENT: F4BEES

and if any one is inclined to difpute my right
to the fourth, let him fpeak. Awed by the ma-
jefty of his frown, and the terror of his paws,
they ﬁlently withdrew, refolving never to hunt
again but with their equals.

FFPA B £ XXV,
The Ant and the Fly.
AN Ant and aFly had once aridiculous con-

teft about precedency, and were arguing
which of the two was the more honourable: fuch
difputes moft frequently happen amongft the
loweft and moft worthlefs creatures. The Fly ex-
prefled great refentment, that fuch a poor crawl-
ing infect fhould prefume to lie batking in the
fame funfhine, with one fo much her fuperior!
Thou haft not furely the infolence, faid the, to
imagine thyfelf of an equal rank with me. I am
none of yourmechanic creatures who live by their
induftry; but enjoy in plenty, and without la-
bour, every thing that is truely delicious. I
place myfelf uncontrouled upon the hands of
kings; I kifs with freedom the lips of beauties;
and feaft upon the choiceft facrifices that are of-
fered to the gods. To eat with the gods, re-
plyed the Ant, and to enjoy the favours of the
fair and the powerful, would be great honour
indeed
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indeed to one who was an invited, or a welcome
gueft; butan impertinent intruder, whois driven
out with averfion and contempt where-ever he
appears, has not much caufe methinks to boaft
of his privileges. And as to the honour of not
labouring for your fubfiftence; here too your
boaft is only your difgrace; for hence it is, that
one half of the yearyou are deftitute even of the
common neceffaries of life; whilftI, at the fame
time, returning to the hoarded granaries which
my honeft induftry has filled, enjoy every {atis-
f2&ion, independent of the fayour, either of beau-
ties or of kings.

FABLE XXVL
T'he Bear and the two Friends.

raW O Friends, fetting out together upon a
journey which led through a dangerous
foreft, mutually promifed to aflift each other, if
they fhould happen to be aflaulted. They
had not proceeded far, before they perceived a
Bear making towards them with greatrage. There
were no hopes in flight; but one of them, being
very adtive, {prungup into atree; upon which,
the other, throwing himlelf flat on the ground,
held his breath, and pretended to be dead; re-
membering to have heard it a/ferted, that this crea~
true
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ture will not prey upon a dead carcafe. The
Bear came up, and after fmelling to him fome
time, left him, and went omn. When he was
fairly out of fight and hearing, the hero from
the tree calls out—Well, my Friend, what f{aid
the Bear? He feemed to whifper you very clofely.
He did {o, replied the other, and gave me this
good piece of advice; never to aflociate with a
wreich, who in the hour of danger will defert his
Friend.

B AT F XV
T he Bull and the Gnat,
A Conceited Gnat, fully perfuaded of his own

importance, having placed himfelf on the
horn of a Bull, exprefled great uneafinefs left
his weight thould be incommodious; and with
much ceremony begged the Bull’ spardon for the
liberty he had taken; afluring him that he would
immediately remove, if he prefled too hard up-
on him. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs on that
account, replied the Bull, I befeech you: for as
I never perceived when you Jate down, 1 fhall pro-
oably not mifs you whenever you think fit te
T';]';/é up'

FABLE
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ANCIENT FABLES. 2g
FABLE XXVIIL

The Wafps and the Bees.

P RETENDERS of every kind are beft
dete@ted by appealing to their works.

Some honey-combs being claimed by a fwarm
of Walps, the right owners protefted againft
their demand, and the caufe was referred to a
Hornet. Witnelles being examined, they de-
poled that certain winged creatures, who had a
loud hum, were of a yellowith colour, and fome-
what like Bees, were obferved a confiderable time
hovering about the place where this neft was
found. But this did not fufficiently defide the
queftion; for thefe charalteriftics, the Hornet
obferved, agreed no lefs with the Bees than with
the Wafps. At length a fenfible old Bee offered
to put the matter upon this decifive iflue; Leta
place be appointed, by the court, faid he, for
the plaintiffs and defendants to work in: it will
then foon appear which of us are capable of
forming fuch regular cells, and afterwards of fill-
ing them with fo delicious a fluid. The Walps
refufing to agree to this propofal, fufficiently
convinced the judge on which fide the right lay:

and he decreed the honey-combs accordingly.
FABLE
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FAB L. XXX

T he Old Man and Death.

Feeble Old Man, quite fpent with carrying

a burthen of fticks, which with much labour
he had gathered in a neighbouring wood, called
upon Death to releafe him from the fatigues he
endured. Death hearing the invocation, was
immediately at his elbow, and afked him what
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un-
expeted appearance—O good fir! faid he, my
burthen had like to have {lipt from me, and be-
ing unable to recover it myfelf, I only implored
your afliftance to replace it on my fhoulders.

FOR Bl e X X X,

T he Court and Country-Moufe.
A Contented Country-Moufe had once the

honour to receive a vilit from an old ac-
quaintance belonging to the Court. The Goun-
try-Moufe, extremely glad to fee her gueft, very
hofpitably fet before her the beft cheefe and ba-
con which her cottage afforded; and as to their
beverage, it was the pureft water from the {pring.
The repaft was homely indeed, but the welcome
hearty: they fate and chatted away the evening
together
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ANCIENT FABLES. 3
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace
and ‘quietnefs each to her little cell. The next
morning when the gueft was to take her leave,
fhe kindly prefled her country friend to accom-
pany her; fetting forth in very pompous terms,
the great elegance and plenty in which {he lived
at Gourt. The Country-Moufe was eafily pre-
vailed upon, and they fet out together. It was
latein the evening when they arrived at the pa-
lace; however, in one of the rooms, they found
the remains of a fumptuous entertainment. There
were creams, and jellies, and fweetmeats; and
every thing, in fhort, of the moft delicate kind:
the cheefe was Parmefan: and they wetted their
whifkers in exquifite Champaign. But before
they had half finithed ther repaft, they were
alarmed with the barking and {cratching of alap-
dog; then the mewing of a cat frightened them
almoft to death; by and by, a whole train of
fervants burft into the room: and every thing
was fwept away in an inftant. Ah! my dear
friend, faid the Country-Moule, as {oon as {he
had recovered courage enough to {peak, if your
fine living is thus interrupted with fears and dan-
gers, let me return to my plain food, and my
peaceful cottage; for what 1s elegance without
eafe; or plenty, with an aching heart.

FABLE
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E A Bl Be XX XIT.
T he Fox and the Goat.

Foxand a Goat travelling together; ina very

fultry day, found themfelves exceedingly
thirfty ; when looking round the country in or-
der to difcover a place where they might probably
meet with water, they at length defcried a clear
{pring at the bottom of a pit. They both eagerly
defcended, and having fufficiently allayed their
thirft, began to confider how they fhould get
out. Many expedients for that purpofe were
mutually propofed, and rejected. At laft the
crafty Fox cried out with great joy, 1 havea
thought juft ftruck into my mind, which I am
confident will extricate us out of our difficulty:
do you, faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf up
upon your hinder legs, and reft your fore feet
againft the fide of the pit. In this pofture, I will
climb up to your head, from whence, I fhall be
able, with a fpring, toreach the top: and when
I am once there, you are {enfible it will be very
eafy for me to pull you out by the horns. The
fimple Goat liked the propofal well; and imme-
diately placed himfelf as diretted: by means of
which, the Fox without much difficulty, gained

the top. And now, faid the Goat, give me the
afliftance



— _ / i
3/ &2)//_/‘ ard

| € s o, ‘i










WL

22 D ersio,
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affiftance you promifed. Thou old fool, replied
the Fox, hadft thou but half as much brains as
beard, thou wouldft never have believed that I
would hazard my own life to {fave thine. However,
[ will leave with thee a piece of advice, which
may be of fervice to thee hereafter,‘ifthou fhouldft
have the good fortune to make thy efcape; ¢ Ne-
ver venture into a pit again, before theu haft
well confidered how to get out of it.”

FABLE XXXII

T he Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork.

A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com-
pany with fome Cranes, who were juft fet-

ting out on a‘party of pleafure, as they called it
which in truth was to rob the fith-ponds of a
neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Stork agreed
to make one; and it fo happened, that they were
all taken in the fa&t. The Cranes having been
old offenders, had very little to fay for themlelves,
and were prefently difpatched: but the Stork
pleaded hard for his life. He urged that it was
his firlt fault, that he was not naturally addicted
to ftealing fith, that he was famous for piety to
his parents, and in fhort, for many other vir-
tues. Your piety and virtue, {aid the Farmer, may
‘or aught I know be exemplary; but your heing
D mn
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in company with thieves renders it very fufpicicdus;
and you muft therefore fubmit with patience to
thare the fame punifiment with your companions.

WA B R E . XXX

T he Oak and the Willow.

A Conceited Willow had once the vanity to
challenige his mighty neighbour the Oak, to
a trial of firength. It was to be determined by
the next ftorm; and AEolus was addrefled by
both parties, to exert his moft powerful efforts.
This was no fooner afked than granted; and a
violent hurricane arofe: when the pliant Willow,
bending from the blaft, or fhrinking under 1t
evaded all its force: while the generous Oak,
difdaining to give way, oppofed its fury, and
was torn up by the roots. Immediately the Wil-
low began to exult and to claim the viétory: when
thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exultation.
Calleflt thou thisa trial of ftrength? Poorwretch!
not to thy firength, but weaknefs; not to thy boldly
facing danger, but meanly {kulking from it, thou
owelt thy prefent fafety. 1 am an Oak, though
fallen; thou fill a Willow, though unhurt: but
who, except fo mean a wretch as thyfelf, would
prefer an ignominious life, preferved by craft or
cowardice, to the glory of meeting death in an
honourable canfe. FABLE
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ANCIENT FABLES. 35
FABLE XXXIV.

T he Boy and the Filberts.

A Certain Boy, as Epi&etus tells the fable,

put his hand into a pitcher, where great
plenty of Figs and Filberts were depofited: he
gralped as many as his fift could poffible hold,
but when he endeavoured to pull it out, the
narrownefs of the neck prevented him. Unwil-
ling to lofe any of them, but unable to draw
out his hand, he burft into tears, and bitterly
bemoaned his hard fortune. An honeft fellow
who ftood by, gave him this'wife and reafon-
able advice;—Gralp only %alf the quantity, my
Boy, and you will eafily fucceed.

A BLE XXXV
T he Satyr ‘and the Traveller.
A PoorMan travelling in the depth of winter,

through a dreary foreft, no inn to receive
him, no human creature to befriend or comfort
him, was in danger of being ftarved to death.
At laft however he came to the cave of a Satyr,
where he intreated leave to reft a while, and
fhelter himfelf from the inclemency of the wea-
ther. The Satyr very civilly complied with his
D2 requeft.
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requelt. TheMan had no {ooner entered, than
he began to blow his fingers. His hoft, furprized
at the novelty of the action, was curious to know
the meaning of it. I do it, faid the Traveller,
to warm my frozen joints, which are benumbed
with cold. Prefently afterwards the Satyr having
perpared a mefs of hot gruel to refrefh his gueft,
the Man found it neceffary to blow his porridge
too. What, inquired the Satyr, is not your
gruel hot enough? Yes, replied the Traveller,
too hot; and I blow it to make it cooler. Do
you fo? quoth the Satyr, then get out of my
cave as falt as you can; for I defire to have no
cornmunication with a creature that blows hot
and cold with the fame breath.

B B'L.E;, "XXXVI.

T he Horfe and the Stag.

EFORE the ufe of Horfes was known in

the world, one of thefe noble animals, having
been infulted by a Stag, and firiding himfelf un-
equal to his adverfary, applied to a man for al-
fiftance. The requeft was eafily granted, and the
man putting a bridle in his mouth, and mount-
ing upon his back, {oon came up with the Stag,
and laid him dead at his enemy’s feet. The

Horfe having thus gratified his revenge, thanked
his
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ANCIENT EABLES. g3

his auxiliary: And now will I return in triumph,
faid he, and reign the undifputed lord of the
foreft. By no means, replied the man; I {hall
have occafion for your fervices, and you muft go
home with me. So faying, he led him to his
hovel, where the unhappy Steed fpent the re-
mainder of his days in a laborious [ervitude; fen-
fible too late, *“ That how pleafing foever revenge
may appear, it always cofts more to a generous
mind than the purchafe is worth.”

FABILE XXXVII.
T he Farmer and his Sons.

A Wealthy old Farmer, who had for fome time
declined in his health, perceiving that he

had not many days to live, called his Sons to-
gether to his bed fide. My dear Children, faid
the dying Man, I leave it with you as my laft
injunction, not to part with the farm which has
been in our family thefe hundred years: for, to
difclofe to you a fecret which I received from
my father, and which I now think proper to com-
municate to you, there is a treafure hid fome-
where in the grounds; though I never could
difcover the particular fpot where it lies con-
cealed. However, as {foon as the harveft is got
in, fpare no pains in the fearch, and I am well
D 3 aflured
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affured you will not lofe your labour. The wife
old Man was no {fooner laid in his grave, and the
time he mentioned arrived, than his Sons went to
work, and with great vigour and alacrity, turned
up again and again every foot of ground belong-
ing to their farm the confequence of which was,
although they did not find the object of their
purfuit, that their lands yielded a far more plen-
tiful crop than thofe of their neighbours. At the
end of the year, when they were fettling their
accounts, and computing their extraordinary pro-
fits, I would venture a wager, faid one of the
brothers more acute than the reft, that this was
the concealed wealth my father meant. I am fure,
at leaft, we have found by experience, that

«« Induftry is itfelf a treafure.”

FA B L E - XXXVIl
The Lion and Gnat.

AVAUNT' thou paltry, contemptible in-
fe&t! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat
that was frifking about in the air near his den.
The Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked infult,
vowed revenge, and immediately darted into
the Lion’s ear. After having fufliciently teized
him in that quarter, fhe quitted her ftation and
tetired under his belly; and from thence made

hex
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her laft and moft formidable attack in his nof-
trils, where ftinging him almoft to madnefs, the
Lion at length fell down, utterly fpent with
rage, vexation, and pain. The Gnat having thus
abundantly gratified her refentment, flew off in
great exultation: but in the heedlefs tranfports
of her fuccefs, not fufficiently attending to her
own fecunty, fhe found herfelf unexpeétedly
entangled in the web of a fpider; who rufhing
out inftantly upon her, put anend to her trzump/z

and her life.

This fable inftru@ls us, never to fuffer fuccefs
fo far to tranfport us, as to throw us off our
guard againft a reverfe of fortune.

FABLE XXXIX.
The Mifer and his Treafure.
A Mifer having fcraped together a confiderable

fum of money, by denying himfelf the com-
mon conveniencies of life, was much embarrafled
where to lodge it moft fecurely. After many
perplexing debates with himfelf, he at length
fixed upon a corner in a retired field, where he
depofited his Treafure, and with it his heart, in a
hole which he dug for that purpofe. His mind
was now for a moment at eafe; but he had not

D4 proceeded
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proceeded many paces in his way home, when
all his anxiety returned; and he could not for-
bear going back to fee that every thing was fafe.
This he repeated again and again; till he was at
laft obferved by a labourer who was mending a
hedge in an adjacent meadow. The fellow con-
cluding thatfomething extraordinary muft be the
occafion of thefe frequent vifits, marked the fpot;
and coming in the night in order to examine it,
he difcovered the prize, and bore it off unmo-
lefted. Early the next morning, the Mifer again
renewed his vifit; when finding his Treafure
gone, he broke out into the moft bitter ex-
clamations. A traveller, who happened to be
pafling by at the fame time, was moved by his
complaints to enquire into the caufe of them.
Alas ! replied the Mifer, I have fuftained the moft
cruel and irreparable lofs! fome villain has rob-
bed me of a fum of money, which I buried under
this ftone no longer ago than yefterday. Buried!
returned the traveller with furprize; a very ex-
traordinary method truly of difpofing of your
riches! Why did you not rather keep them in
your houfe, that they might be ready for your
daily occafions? Daily occafions! refumed the Mi-
fer, with an air of much indignation; do you
imagine I{olittle know the value of money, as to
fuffer it to be run away with by occafions? on the

contrary,
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contrary, I had prudenily refolved not touch a
fingle fhilling of it.  If that was your wife refo-
lution, anfwered the traveller, I fee no fort of
reafon for your being thus affli¢ted: it is but put-
ting this ftone in the place of your Treafure, and
it will anfwer all your purpofes full as well.

el Ol o Il S R
Minerva’s Olive.

r“rHE gods, fay the heathen mythologifts,
have each of them their favourite tree. Ju-
piter preferred the Oak, Venus the Myrtle, and
Pheebus the Laurel; Gybele the Pine, and Her-
cules the Poplar.  Minerva, cantinues the my-
thologifts, furprized they fhould choofe barren
trees, alked Jupiter the reafon.—It is, faid he,
to prevent any fufpicion that we confer the
honour we do them, from an interefted motive.
Let folly {fufpect what it pleafes, returned Minerva:
1 thall not {cruple to acknowledge that T make
choice of the Olive for the ufefulnefs of its fruit.,
O daughter, replied the father of the gods, it is
with juftice that men efteem thee wife; for no-
thing is truly valuable that is not wfeful.

FABLE
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FABLE XLI

T he Mimick and the Countryman.

l EN often judge wrong from fome foolifh
prejudice; and whillt they perfift in the

* defence of their miftakes, are fometimes brought

to thame by inconteftible evidence.

A certain wealthy patrician, intending to treat
the Roman people with fome theatrical enter-
tainments, publifhed a reward to any one who
could furnith a new or uncommon diverfion.
Excited by emulation, the artifts affembled from
all parts; among whom, a Mimick, well known
for his arch wit, gave out that he had a kind of
entertainment that had never yet been produced

upon any ftage.

This report being {pread about, brought the
whole city together. The theatre could hardly
contain the number of fpeftators. And when
the artift appeared alone upon the ftage, without
any apparatus, without any prompter or afhiftant,
curiofity and fufpence kept the fpeitators in a
profound filence.
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On a fudden the performer thruft down his
head into his bofom, and mimicked the {queak-
ing of a young pig fo naturally, that the audi-
ence infifted upon it, he had one under his cloak,
and ordered him to be {fearched. Which being
done, and nothing appearing, they loaded the
man with encomiums, and honoured him with
the moft extravagant applaufe.

A Country fellow obferving what pafled
‘“ Faith, fays he, I can do this better than he:”
and immediately gave out that he would perform
the fame much better the next day. Accord-
ingly, greater crowds aflembled: prepoflefled
however in favour of the firft artift, they fit pre-
pared to laugh at the Clown, rather than to
judge fairly of his performance.

They both came out upon the ftage. The
Mimick grunts away firft, is received with vaft
applaufe, and theloudeft acclamations. Then the
Countryman pretending that he concealed a lit-
tle pig under his cloak, (which in fa&t he did)
pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him
fqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that the
firft performer had imitated the pig much more
naturally, and would have hifled the Country-
man off the ftage: but he produced the real pig

from
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from his bofom, and convinced them by a vifi-
ble proof of their ridiculous error; See, Gentle-
men, {aid he, What pretty fort of judges you are !

FgA B Ao Eo o XEH
T he Dog and. the Crocodile.
WE can never be too carefully guarded

againft a connection with perfons of an
il charaéer. '

Asa Dog was courfing the banks of the Nile,
he grew thirfty ; but, fearing to be feized by the
monfters of that river, he would not ftop to fa-
tiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro-

codile, raifing his head above the furface of the

water, afked him, Why he was in fuch a hurry?
He had often, he faid, wifhed for his acquain-
tance, and fhould be glad to embrace the prefent
opportunity. You do me great honour, faid the
Dog, but it is to avoid fuch companions as you,
that I am in fo much hafte.

FABLE
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FABLE XLIL

T he Wolf in Difguife.

D ESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay
themfelves open to difcovery, by over-act-

ing their parts.

A Wolf who by his frequent vifits to a flock
of fheep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex-
tremely well known to them, thought it expedi-
ent, for the more fuccefsfully carrying on his de-
predations, to appear in a new chara&er. To
this end he difguifed himfelf in a fhepherd’s ha-
bit; and refting his fore-feetupon a ftick, which
ferved him by way of crook, he foftly made his
approaches towards the fold. It happened that
the thepherd and his dog were both of them ex-
tended on the grafs, faft afleep; {o that he would
certainly have fucceeded in his project, if he had
not imprudently attempted to imitate the fhep-
herd’s voice. The horrid noife awakened them
both: when the Wolf, encumbered with his dif-
guife, and finding it impoflible cither to refift or
to flee, yielded up his life an ealy. prey to the
fhepherd’s dog.

FABLE
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FOAGE L. E | XLIVG

The Bee and the Spider.

THE Bee and the Spider once entered into a
&  warm debate, which was the better artift:
The Spider urged her fkillin the mathematics; and
aflerted that no one was half fo well acquainted
as herfelf with the conftruction of lines, angles,
fquares, and circles: that the web fhe daily wove
was a {fpecimen of art inimitable by any other
creature in the univerfe: and befides, that her
works were derived from herfelf alone, the pro-
du& of her own bowels; whereas the boafted
honey of the Bee was ftolen from every herb and
flower of the field; nay, thatfhe had obligations
even to the meaneft weeds. To this the Bee re-
plied, that fhe was in hopes the art of extralting
honey from the meaneft weeds would at leaft have
been allowed her as an excellence; and that as
to her ftealing {fwéets from the herbs and flowers
of the field, her fkill was there {fo confpicuous;
that no flower ever fuffered the leaft diminution
of its fragrance from fo delicate an operation.
Then, as to the Spider’s vaunted knowledge in the
conftrultion of lines and angles, fhe believed fhe
might fafely reft the merits of her caufe, on the

regularity alone of her combs; but fince the could
add
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add to this, the fweetnels and excellence of her
honey, and the various purpofes to which her
wax was employed, fhe had nothing to fear from

a comparifon of her {kill with that of the weaver _

of a flim{y cobweb; forthe value of every art, fhe
obferved, is chiefly to be eftimated by its uf.

F A BaligE X IV

T he Afs and his Mafler.

Diligent Afs,daily loaded beyond his ftrength

by a fevere Malter, whom he had long ferved,
and who kept him at very fhort commons, hap-
pened oneday in his old age to be opprefled with
a more than ordinary burthen of earthen-ware.
His ftrength being much impaired, and the road
deep and uneven, he unfortunately made a trip,
and unable to recover himfelf, fell down, and
broke all the veflels to pieces. His Mafter tran-
fported with rage, began to beat him moft un-
mercifully  Againft whom the poor Afs, lifting
up his head as he lay on the ground, thus ftrongly
remonftrated: Unfeeling wretch! to thy own
avaricious cruelty, in firft pinching me of food, and
then loading me beyond my ftrength, thou oweft
the misfortune which thou {o unjuftly imputeft
{0 me.

FABLE
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I'A'B L E. XS

The Cock and the Fox.

A N experienced old Cock was fettling him{elf
to rooft upon a high bough, when a Fox
appeared under the tree. I am come, {aid the
artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the name of
all my brethren, that a general peace is concluded
between your whole family and ours. Defcend
immediately I befeech you, that we may mu-
tually embrace upon fo joyful and unexpected
an event. My good friend, replied the Cock,
nothing could be more agreeable to me than this
news: and to hear it from you increafes nry {atis-
fa&ion. But I perceive two hounds at a diftance
coming this way, who are probably difpatched
as couriers with the treaty: as they run very
{wiftly, and will certainly be here in a few mi-
nutes, I will wait their arrival, that we may all
four embrace together. Reynard well knew, 1f
that was the cafe, it was no time for him to re-
main there any longer: pretending therefore to
be in great hafte; Adieu, faid he, for the prefent;
swe will refer our rejoicing to another opportunity:
apon which he darted into the woods with all
imaginable expedition. Old Chanticleer no foon-
er faw him depart, than he crowed abundantly
in
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in the triumph of his artifice: for by a harmlefs
ftratagem to difappoint the malevolent intentions
of thofe who are endeavouring to deceive us to
our ruin, is not only innocent, but laudable.

A B LLE X1 N

T he Eagle and the Crow.

™§ O miftake our own talents, or over-rate ous

abilities, is always ridiculous, and fometimes
dangerous.

An Eagle, from the top of a high mountai,
made a ftoop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore
it away to her young. A Crow, who had built
herneft in a cedar near the foot of the rock, ob-
ferving what pafled, was ambitious of perform-
ing the {fame exploit: and darting from her neft,
fixed her talons in the fleece of another lamb.
But neither able to move her prey, nor difen-
tangle her feet, fhe was taken by the fhepherd,
and carried away for his children to play with:
who eagerly enquiring what bird it was,—An
hour ago, faid he, fhe fancied herfelf an Eagle;
however, I'uppofe fhe is by this time convinced
that the is but a Crow.

E FABLE
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F ABLE XLVIL

T he Farmer and the Stag.

A Stag, who had left at fome diftance a pack
" of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and de-
fired he would fuffer him to hide himfelf in a
little coppice which joined to his houfe. The
Farmier, on condition that he would forbear to
enter a field of wheat, which lay before him, and
was now ready for the fickle,” immediately gave
him leave, and promifed not to betray him.
The fquite with his train inftantly appeared,
and enquired whether he had not feen the Stag;
No, {aid the Farmer, he has not pafled this way,
I affure you: but, in order to curry favour at the
fame time with his worfhip, he pointed flily with
his finger to the place where the poor beaft lay
concealed. This however, the fportfman, intent
on his game, did not obferve, but pafled on with
his dogs acrofs the very feld. As foon as the
Stag perceived they were gone, he prepared to-
fteal off, without fpeaking a word. Methinks,
cryed the Farmer, you might thank me, at leaft,
for the refuge I have afforded you: yes, {aid the
Stag, and had yourhandsbeen as honeft as your
tongue, 1 certainly fhould; but all the return that

q -
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a double dealer has to expe&, is a juflt indignation
and contempt.

¥ADLE “RLIX

The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox.

A Lion and a Tyger jointly feized on a young
fawn, which they immediately killed. This
they had no fooner performed, than they fell a -
fighting, in order to decide whofe property it
thould be. The battle was fo bloody, and {o
obftinate, that they were both compelled, thro’
wearinefs and lofs of blood, to defift; and lye
down by mutual confent, totally difabled. At this
inftant, a Fox unluckily came by; who, per-
ceiving their fituation, made bold to feize the
contefted prey, and bore it off unmolefted. As
foon as the Lion could recover breath—How
foolith, faid he, has been our conduct! Inftead
of being contented as we ought, with our r¢/pec-
tive fhares ; our {enfelefs rage has rendered us un-
able to prevent this ralcally Fox from defrauding

us of the whole.

E ¢ FABLE
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FA Bl B ol
The Lion and the Afs.

Conceited Afs had once the impertinence

to bray forth fome contemptuous fpeeches
againft the Lion. The fuddennefs of the infult,
at firft raifed fome emotions of wrath in his breaft;
but turning hishead and perceiving from whence
it came, they immediately fubfided; and hevery
{edately walked on, without deigning to honour
the contemptible creature, even fo much as with
an angry word.

FABLE 1L
T he Snake and. the Hedge-hog.

IT is by no means prudent to join interefts
with fuch as have it in their power to impofe
upon us their own conditions.

By the intreaties of a Hedge-hog half ftarved
with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to re-
ceive him into her cell. He was no fooner en-
tered, than his prickles began to be very uneafy
to his companion: upon which, the Snake de-
fired he would provide himfelf another lodging,
as fhe found her apartmentwas not large enough

to
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to accommodate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog,
let them that are uneafy in their fituation exchange
it; for my own part, I am very well contented
where I am; and if you are not, you are wel-
come to remove whenever you think proper,

Fosl B L T ST
The Trumpeter.
A Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to

be taken prifoner. He was ordered imme-
diately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for
himfelf, that it was unjuft a perfon thould fuffer
death, who, far from an intention of milchief,
did not even wear an offenfive weapon. So
much the rather, replied one of the enemy, fhalt
thou die; fince without any defign of fighting
thyfelf, thou excitelt others to the bloody bufinefs :
for he that is the abettor of a bad action, is at
leaft equally guilty with him that commits it.

FABLE

L3
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PPN e 8

* Vice and Fortune.

ORTUNE and Vice, according to Plutarch

had once a violent conteft, which of them
had it moft in their power to make mankind un-
happy. Fortune boafted that fhe could take from
men every external good; and bring upon them
every external evils - wBe it 1o, replied Vice; but
this is by no means (ufficient to make them mi-
ferable without my afiftance : whereas without
yours, I am able to render them completely fos
nay, 1n {pite too of all your endeavours to make

them happy-

BA-BLE LIV,
The Bear and the Bees.
Bear happened to be ftung by a Bee; the

pain was {o acute, that in the madnefs of
revenge he ran 1nto the garden, and overturned
the hive, vowing the deftruction of the whole
race. This outrage provoked their anger to a

| high degree, and brought the fury of the whole

* This fable 1is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord
Bolingbroke, in his Philofophical Tradls.
Jwarm
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Jwarm upon him. They attacked him with fuch
violence, that hislife was in danger, and it was
with the utmoft difficulty thathe made his efcape,
wounded from head to tail, In this defperate
condition, lamenting his misfortune, and lick-
ing his fores, he could not forbear reflecting, how
much more advifeable it had been to have pa-
tiently acquiefced under one injury, than thus

by an unprofitable refentment to have provoked
a thoufand.
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T'he Miller, his Son, and their Afs.

Miller and his Son were driving their Afs to
market, in orderto fell him: and that he
might get thither frefh and in good condi-

tion, they drove him on gently before them.
They had not gone far, when they met a com-
pany of travellers. Sure, fay they, you are
mighty careful of your Afs: methinks one of
you might as well get up and ride, as {uffer him
to walk on at his eafe, while you trudge after him
on foot. In compliance with this advice, the
Old Man fet his Son upon the beaft. They had
{carce advanced a quarter of a mile further, when

they
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they met another company. You idle young
rogue, faid one of the party, why don’t you
get down, and let your poor father ride? Upon
this, the Old Man made his Son difmount, and
got up himfelf. While they were marching in
this manner, a third company began to infult
the father. You hard-hearted, unnatural wretch,
fay they, how can you fuffer that poorlad to
wade through the dirt, while you like an alder-
man ride at your eafe? The good-natured Mil-
ler ftood corrected, and immediately took his
Son up behind him. And now, the next man
they met exclaimed with more vehemence, than
all the reft. ‘Was there ever fuch a couple of -
lazy boobies? to overload in {o unconfcionable
a manner, a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs
able to carry them than they are to carry him!
The complying Old Man would have been
half inclined to make the trial, had not experi-
ence by this time fufficiently convinced him,
that there cannot be a more fruitlefs attempt,
than to endeavour to pleafe all mankind.

FABLE
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FiAd E £ AL
T he Sorcerefs.

N I'GHT and filence had now given repole to
the whole world; when an old illnatured
Sorcerefs, in order to exercife her infernal arts,
entered into a gloomy wood, that trembled at
her approach. The fcene of her horrid incan-
tations was within the circumference of a large
circle; in the center of which an altar was raided,
where the hallowed vervain blazed in trianglar
flames, while the milchievous Hag pronounced
the dreadful words, which bound all hell in obe-
dience to her charms. She blows a raging pel-
tilence from herlipsinto the neighbouring folds;
the innocent cattle die, to afford a fit facrifice
to the infernal deities. The moon, by powerful
fpells drawn down from her orb, enters the wood :
legions of fpirits from Pluéo’s realms appear be-
fore the altar, and demand her plealure. . Tell
me, faid the, where I fhall find what I have loft,
my favourite little dog. How ! cryed they all,
enraged—Impertinent Beldame ! muft the order
of nature be wnwverted, and the repofe of every
ereature diflurbed, for the fake of thy little dog?

FABLE
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EFA B £ & ~11%.
T he Camelion. |
TWO travellers happened on their journey

to be engaged in a warm difpute about the
colour of the Camelion. One of them affirmed
it was blue; that he had feen it with his own
eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding
on the air,in a very clear day. The other ftrongly
aflerted it was green, and that he had viewed
it very clofely and minutely on the broad leaf of
a fig-tree. Both of them were pofitive, and the
difpute was rifing to a quarrel : but a third per-
fon luckily coming by, they agreed to refer the
queftion to his decifion. Gentlemen, faid the
arbitrator with a fmile of great felf-fatisfaction,
you could not have been more lucky in your re-
ference, as I happen to have caught one of them
laft night : butindeed you are both miftaken, for
the creature is totally black. Black ! impoflible!
Nay, quoth the umpire, with great affurance ;
the matter may foon be decided, for I immedi-
ately enclofed my Camelion in a little paper box,
and here it is. So faying, he drew it out of his
pocket, opened his box, and behold, it was as
white as fnow. The pofitive difputants looked

equally furprifed, and equally confounded : while
the
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the fagacious reptile, affuming the air of a philo-
fopher, thus admonifhed them: Ye children of
men, learn diffidence and moderation in your opi-
nions. 'Tis true, you happen, in this prefent
inftance, to be all in the right, and have only
confidered the fubje&® under different circum-
ftances: but pray, for the future, allow others
to have eye-fight as well as yourfelves; nor won-
der if every one prefers the teftimony of his own
Jenfes, to that of another’s.

F AR L ENSR

7 he Wolf and the Lamb.
Q_ Flock of fheep were feeding in a meadow,

while their dogs were afleep, and their
thepherd at a diftance, playing on his pipe, be-
neath the fhade of a fpreading elm. A young
unexperienced Lamb, obferving a half-ftarved
Wolf peeping through the pales of the enclofure,
entered into converfation with him. Pray, what
are you {eeking for here? faid the Lamb. Iam
looking, replied the Wolf, forfome tender grafs;
for nothing you know is more pleafant than to
feed in a freth pafture, and to {lake ones thirft
at a cryftal fiream: both which, I perceive, you
enjoy within thefe pales in their utmoft perfec-
tion. Happy creature! continued he, how much

I
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I envy yourlot! who are in full pofleflion of the
utmoft I defire: for philofophy has long taught
me to be fatisfied with a little. It {eems then,
returned the Lamb, thofe who fay you feed on
fleth, accufe you falfely, fince a little grafs will
eaflily content you. If this be true, let us for
the future live like brethren, and feed together.
So faying, the fimple Lamb imprudently crept
through the fence, and became at once a prey
to our pretended philofopher, and a facrifice to
his own inexperience and credulity.

F A BLLE: ¥,
T he Fox and the Bramble.

A Fox clofely purfued by a pack of dogs, téok
{helter under the covert of a Bramble. He
rejoiced in thisafylum, and for a while was very
happy: but foon found, that if he attempted to
flir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles on
every fide. However, making a virtue of ne-
ceflity, he forbore to complain; and comforted
himfelf with refle&ting, that no blifs is perfect; that
good and evil are mixt, and flow from the fame
fountain. Thefe briars indeed, faid he, will tear
my fkin a little, yet they keep off the dogs. For
the fake of the good then, let me bear the evil
with patience; each bitter has its fweets, and

thele
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ferve my life from danger.

P

T he Falcon and the Hen.
D IFFERENT circumftances make the fame

action right or wrong, a virtue or a vice.

d
)
,
F

Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid a Fal-
con to a Hen, you are certainly the moft un-
grateful. What inftance of ingratitude, replied
the Hen, can you juftly charge upon me? The
greateft, returned the Falcon; ingratitude to
your higheft benefators, men. Do they not
| feed you every day, and fhelter you every night?
| Neverthelefs, when they endeavour to court you
to them, you ungratefully forget all their kind-
nefs, and fly from them as from an enemy. Now
: I, who am wild by nature, and no way obliged
to them; yet upon the lealt of their carefles; {uf
fer myfelf to be taken, and go, or come at their
. command. All this is very true, replied the
p Hen, but there may be a fufficient reafon both

formy fear, and for your familiarity: 1 believeyou

never faw a fingle Falcon rogfling at the fire ;

whereas I have feen an hundred Hens trufled.

: for that purpofe. :
. F FABL F

thefe Brambles though they wound my fle/t, pre-
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FABLE VI
T he Travellers and the Money-bag.

AS two men were travelling on the road, one
of them efpied a bag of Money lying on
the ground, and picking it up, I am in luck this
morning, faid he, I have found a Bag of Money.
Yes, returned the other; though, methinks, you
fhould notfay I, but We have found it: for when
two friends are travelling together, they ought
equally to fhare in any accidental good fortune
that may happen to attend them. No, rejoined
the former, it was I that found it, and I muft in-
fit upon keeping it. He had no fooner fpoken
the words than they were alarmed with a hue
and cry after a thief, who had that morning
taken a purfe upon the road. Lord, fays the
finder, this is extremely unfortunate, we fhall

_ certainly be feized. Good Sir, replied the other,

be pleafed not to fay We, but I: as you would
not allow me a fhare in the prize, you have no
right to make me a partner in the punifhment.

FABLE
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F/A B 1L E" ¥il.
T he difcontented Afs.

I N the depth of winter, a poor Afs prayed
heartily for the fpring, that he might ex-
change a cold lodging, and a heartlefs trufs of
ftraw, for a little warm weather and a mouthful
of freth gafs. 1In a fhort time, according to his
with, the warm weather, and the freth grafs came
on; but brought with them fo much toiland bu-
finefs, that he was foon as weary of the fpring
as before of the winter; and he now became im-
patient for the approach of fummer. Summer
arrives : but the heat, the harveft-work, and
other drudgeries and inconveniences of the fea-
fon, {fet him as far from happinefs as before;
which he now flattered himfelf would be found
in the plenty of autumn. But here too he is
difappointed; for what with the carrying of ap-
ples, roots, fewel for the winter, and other pro-
vifions, he was in autumn more fatigued than
ever. Having thus trod round the circle of the
vear, in a courfe of reftlels labour, uneafinefs
and difappointment; and found no feafon, nor
ftation of life, without its bufinefs and its trou-
ble; he was forced at laft to acquiefce in the
comfortlefs feafon of winter, where his complaint

F o began :
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began : convinced that in this world, every fitua-
tion has its inconvenience. :

F B arEr K.
T he two Springs.

r‘[“W O Springs, which iflued from the fame
; fountain, began their courfe together: one
of them took her way in a filent and gentle ftream,
while the other rufhed along with a founding
and rapid current. Sifter, faid the latter, at the
rate you move, you will probably be dried up
before you advance much farther: whereas, for
myfelf, I will venture a wager, that within two
or three hundred furlongs I fhall become naviga-
ble, and after diftributing commerce and wealth
wherever I flow, I {hall majeftically proceed to pay
my tribute to the ocean: fo farewel. dear fifter,
and patiently fubmit to your fate. Her fifter made
no reply; but calmly defcending to the mea-
dows below, increafed her flream by numberlefs
little rills, which fhe colleted in her progrefs,
till at length fhe was enabled to rife into a con/i-
derable river : whillt the proud Stream, who had
the vanity to depend folely upon her own futh-
ciency, continued a fhallow brook, and was glad
at laft to be helped forward, by throwing herfelf
into the arms of her defpifed fifter.

: FABLE
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“HEAB B R X
The Rofe and the Butterfly.

Fine powdered Butterfly fell in love with a
‘A beautiful Rofe, who expanded her charms
in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon
adjufted between them, and they mutually vowed
eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfectly fatis-
fied with the fuccefs of his amour, took a tender
leave of his miftrefs, and did not return again
till noon.- What! faid the Rofe, when fhe faw
him approach, is the ardent paflion you vowed,
fofoon extinguifthed ? It is an age fince you paid
me a vifit. But no wonder: for I obferved you
courting by turns every flower in the garden.
You little coquet, replied the Butterfly, it well
becomes you truely; to reproach me with my
gallantries; when in fa& I only copy the exam-
ple which you yourfelf have fet me. For, not to
mention the {atisfa¢tion with which you admit-
ted the kifs of the fragrant Zephyr; did I not
ee you difplaying your charms to the bee, the iy,
the wafp, and in fhort, encouraging and receiv-
ing the addrefles of every buzzing infe that flut-
tered within your view ? If you will be a coquet,
you muft expe& to find me inconflant.

F 3 FABLE
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AR X
T he Tortoife and two Ducks.

ANITY and idle curiofity are quaiities
which generally prove deftructive to thofe
who fuffer themfelves to be governed by them.

A Tortoife, weary of pafling her days in the
{ame obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful in-
clination to vifit foreign countries. Two Ducks,
whom the fimple Tortoife acquainted with her
intention, undertook to oblige her upon the
occafion. Accordingly they told her, that if
{he would faften her mouth to the middle of a
pole, ihey would take the two ends, and tranfport
her whitherfoever fhe chofe to be conveyed. The
Tortoife approved of the expedient; and every
thing being prepared, the Ducks began their
flight with her. They had not travelled far in
the air, when they were met by a crow, who en-
quiring what they were bearing along, they re-
plied, The gueen of the Tortoifes. The Tortoile,
vain of the new and unmerited appellation, was
going to confirm the title, when opening her
mouth for that purpofe, fhe let go her hold, and
was dafhed to pieces by her fall.

FABLE
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B A B LeE - XI1.
The Cat and the old Rat.

Certain Cat had made fuch unmerciful ha-
: voc among the vermin of her neighbour-
hood, that not a fingle Rat orMoufe dared ven-
ture to appear abroad. Pufs was foon convinced,
that if affairs remained in their prefent {fituation,
{he muft be totally unfupplied with provifion.
After mature deliberation therefore, the refolved
to have recoufe to ftratagem. For this purpole,
the fufpended herfelf from a hook with her head
downwards, pretending to be dead. The rats
and mice obflerving her, as they peeped from
their holes, in this dangling attitude, concluded
fhe was hanged for fome mifdemeanour; and
with great joy immediately fallied forth in queft
of their prey. Pufs, as foon as a fufficient num-
ber were colle&ted together, quitting her hold,
dropped into the midft of them; and very few
had the fortune to make good their retreat. T his
artifice having fucceeded fo well, {he was encou-
raged to try the event of a fecond. Accordingly
fhe whitened her coat all over, by rolling her-
felf in a heap of flour, and in this difguife lay
concealed in the bottom of a meal tub. This
firatagem was executed, in general,with the {fame

F 4 effet
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cffe& as the former. But an old experienced
Rat, altogether is cunning as his adverfary,

was not fo eafily enfnared. I don’t much like,
faid he, that white heap yonder; fomething -

~ whifpers me, there is mifchief concealed underit.

"Tis true, it may be meal; but it may likewife be
fomething that I fhall not relith quite {o well.
There can be no harm, at leaft, in kéeping at a
proper diftance: for caution, I am fure, is the
parent of fecurity.

F’A B'L E XIIL
The Country Mazd and her Milk- -pail

‘i }‘ THEN men. fuﬁer their imaginations to

- amufe them with the profpeit of diftant
and uncertain improvements of their condition
they frequently fuftain real loffes, by their inat-
tention to thofe affairs in which they are imme-
diately concerned.

A Country Maid was walking very delibe-
rately with a Pail of Milk upon her head, when
the fell into the following train of refle@ions.
The money, for which I fhall fell this Milk, will
enable me to increafe my ftock of eggs to three
hundred. Thefe eggs, allowing for what may

prove addle, and what may be deftroyed by ver-

min,
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min, will produce at leaft, two hundred and
fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to carry
tomarket about Chriftmas, when poultry always
bear a'good price: fo that by May-day, T can-
not fail of having money enough to purchafe a
new gown. Green—Iet me confider,—yes, green
becomes my complexion beft, and green it thall
be. In this drefs I will go to the fair, where all
the young fellows will ftrive to have me for a
partner: but I fhall perhaps refufe every one of
them, and with an air of difdain #ofs from them
—Tranfported with this triumphant thought, the
could not forbearading with her fiead, what thus
pafled in her imagination; when down came the
Pail of Milk, and all her imaginary happinefs va-
nithed in a moment.

E A B Lo 3aEVE,
The Cormorant and the Fifles.

I T 1s very imprudent to truft an enemy, or even
a firanger, fo far as to put one’s {elf in his
power.

A Cormorant whofe eyes were become fo dim
by age, that he could not difcern his prey at
the bottom of the waters, bethought himfelf of
altratagem to fupply hiswants. Hark you, friend,

faid
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faid he to a Gudgeon, whom he obferved fwint

" ming near the furface of a certain canal, 1f you -

have any regard for yourfelf or your brethren,
go this moment and acquaint them from me,
that the owner of this piece of water is deter-

mined to drag 1t a week hence. The Gudgeon

immediately {fwam away, and made his report
of this terrible news to a general aflembly of the
Fifhes; who unanimoufly agreed to fend him
back as their embailador to the Gormorant. The

urportof his commiffion was to return him their
thanks for the intelligence; and to add their in-
treaties, that, as he had been fo good as to in-
form them of their danger, he would be graci-
oufly pleafed to put them into a method of el-
caping it. That I will moft readily, returned
the artful Cormorant, and aflift you with my
beft fervices into the bargain. You have only
to colle& yourlelves together at the top of the
water, and I will undertake to tranfport you
one by one to my own refidence, by the fide of a
{olitary pool, to which no creature but myfelf
ever found the way. The proje&t was perfectly
well approved by the unwary Fifhes, and with great
expedition performed by the deceitful Cormorant;
who having placed them in a fhallow water, the
bottom of which his eye could eafily difcern,

they
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they were all devoured by him in their turns, as
his hunger or luxury required.

FABLE XV.
T he Athieft and the Acorn.

T was the fool who faid in his heart, Thereis

no God: into the breaft of a wife man, fuch
a thought could never have entered. One of
thofe refined Reafoners, commonly called Mi-
nute Philofophers, was fitting at his eafe be-
neath the thade of a large oak, while at his fide
the weak branches of a pumpion were trailed
upon the ground. This threw our great logician
into his old track of reafoning againft providence.
Is it confiftent with common fenfe, faid he, that
infinite wifdom thould create {o large and ftately a
tree, with branches of {uch prodigious ftrength,

only to bear fo fmall and infignificant a fruit as’

an Acorn? Or that {o weak a flem, as that of a
pumpion, fhould be loaded with fo difpropor-
tioned a weight? A child may fee the abfurdity
of it. In the midft of this curious {peculation,
down dropt an Acorn, from one of the higheft
branches of the oak, full upon his head. How
{fmall a trifle may overturn the fyftems of mighty
philofophers! Struck with the accident, he could

not
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not help crying out, How providential it is that

- this was not a pumpion !

AR B E XV

‘The Lynx and the Mole.

NDER the covert of a thick wood; at the
foot of a tree, asa Lynx lay whetting his
teeth, and waiting for his prey; he elpied a
Mole, half buried under a hilloc of her own
raifing. Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx,

~ how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been

very unkind, todebar thee from the light of the
day, which rejoices the whole creation. Thou
art certamly not above half alive; and it would
be doing thee a fervice, to put an end to fo un-
ammated a being. I thank you for your kind-
nefls, replied the Mole, but I think I have full
as much viyacity, as my ftate and circumfitances
require. For the reft, I am perfeétly well con-
tented with the faculties which Jupiter has al-
lotted me, who I am fure wants not our direc-
tion in diftributing his gifts with propriety. 1
have not, ’tis true, your piercing eyes; but I
have ears which anfwer all my purpofes full as
well.  Hark! for example, I am warned, by a
noife which I hear behind you, to fly from dan-
ger. . So faying, he {lunk into the earth; while

-
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a javeﬁn from the arm of a hunter, pierced the
quick-fighted Lynx to the heart.

FABIE"  XVI
The Spider and the Silk-worm,

THO SE arts are moft valuable, which are
A of greateft ufe.

A Spider, bufied in {fpreading his web from
one fide of a room to the other, was afked by
an induftrious Silk-worm, to what end he {pent
fo much time and labour, in making fuch a
number of lines and circles? The Spider angrily
replied, Do not difturb me, thouignorant thing:
I tranfmit my ingenuity to poflerity, and fame is
the object of my withes. Juft as he had fpoken,
Sufan the chambermaid, coming into the room
to feed her Silk-worms, {aw the {pider at his
work; and with one ftroke of her broom, fwept
him away, and deftroyed at once his labours, and
hopes of fame.

FABLE
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FABLE XVIIL

The‘Bef and the Fly.

Bee obferving a Fly frifking about her hive,

afked him in a very paflionate tone, what
he did there? Is it for fuch fcoundrels as you,
faid fhe, to intrude jnto the company of the
queens of the air? You have great reafon truly,
replied the Fly, to be out of humour: I am
fure they muft be mad, who would ‘have any
concern with fo quarrelfome a nation. And
why fo? thou fauéy‘ malapert, returned the en-
raged Bee: we have the beft laws, and are go-
verned by the beft policy in the world. We
feed upon the moft fragrant flowers, and all our
bufinefs is to make honey? honey, which equals
ne&ar, thou taftelefs wretch, who liveft upon
nothing but putrefaction and excrement. We
live as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope,
is no crime; but paffion is one, I am fure. The
honey youmake, is fweet I grant you; butyour
heart is all bitternefs: for to be revenged on an
enemy, you'll deftroy your own life; and are
fo inconfiderate in your rage, as to do more mif-
chief to yourfelf, than to your adverfary. Take
my word for it, one had better have l¢fs confi-

derable talents, and ufe them with more difcre-
tion. FABLE
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Fo A B LB XX

Genius, Virtue, and Reputation.

ENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three
intimate friends, agreed to travel over the
iland of Great Breton, to fee whatever might
be worthy of obfervation. But as fome misfor-
tune, faid they, may happen to feparate us; let

"us confider before we fet out, by what means

-

we may find each other again. Should it be
my ill fate, faid Genius, to be fevered from my
friends, which heaven forbid ! you may find me
kneeling in devotion before the tomb of Shake-
Ipear; or rapt in fome grove where Milton talked
with angels; ormuling in the grotto where Pope
caught infpiration. Virtue, with a figh, ac-
knowledged that her friends were not very nu-

- merous: but were I to lofe you, fhe cryed, with

whom I'am at prefent fo happily united; Ithould
chufe to take {anctuary in the temples of reli-
gion, in the palaces of royalty, or in the ftately
domes of minifters of ftate: butas it may be my
il fortune to be there denied admittance, enquire
for {ome cottage where Contentment has a bower,

~and there you will certainly find me.  Ah, my

dear companions, faid Reputation very earneft-

ly, you I perceive, when miffing, may poflibly
be
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be recovered; but take care, I intreat you, al-

ways to keep fight of me, forif I am once loft, 1
- am never to be retrieved. ~

EoASBRLCE - XX,

] The Court of Death.

EATH, the king of terrors, on the anni-

L J verfary of his coronation, was determined

to chufe his prime minifter. His pale courtiers,
the ghaftly train of difeafes, were all fummoned
to attend: when each preferred his claim to the
honour of this illuftrious office. Feverurged the
“numbers he deftroyed; cold Palfy fet forth his
pretentions, by fhaking all hislimbs; and Drop-

{y, by his fwelled unwieldly carcafe. Gout hob-

bled up, and alledged his great power in rack-

ing every joint; and Afthma’s inability to fpeak,

was a ftrong, though filent argument in favour

of his claim. - Stone and Cholic pleaded their

violence; Plague, his rapid progrefs in deftuc-

tion: and Confumption tho” flow, infifted that

he was fure. In the midft of this contention, the

court was difturbed with the noife of mufic,

dancing, feafting, and revelry; when immedi-

“ately entered a lady with a bold lafcivious air,
and a flufhed and jovial countenance: fhe was

attended on one hand by a troop of cooks and

bacchanals
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bacchanals; and on the other by a train of wan-
ton youths and damfels, who danced half naked
to the {ofteft mufical inftruments; her name was
InTeMeERANCE. She waved her hand, and thus
addrefled the crowd of Difeafes. Give way, ye
fickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie with
my {uperior merits in the fervice of this great
Monarch. Am not I your parent? the author
of your beings? Do you not derive your power
of fhortening human life almoft wholly from me?
Who then fo fit as myfelf for this important of-
fice? The grifly Monarch grinned a {mile of ap-
probation, placed her at hisright hand, and fhe
immediately became his prime favourite, and
princpal minifler.

F A Bo"EUNag
Indzjiry and Sloth.

H OW many live in the world as ufelefs, as
if they had never been born! They pafs
through life," like a bird through the air, and
leave no track behind them: wafte the prime of
their days in deliberating what they fhall do; and
bringing them to a period, without coming to
any determination.



S MO DE RN TADELS

An indolent young man, being afked why he
lay in bed fo long, jocofely and careleflly an-
fwered—Every morning of my life I am hearing
caufes, I have two fine girls, their names are
Induftry and Sloth, clofe at my bed fide, as foon
as ever I awake, prefling their different fuits.
One intreats me to get up, the other perfuades
me to lie ftill: and then they alternately give me
various reafons, why I fhould rife, and why 1
fhould not. This detains me fo long, as it is
the duty of an impartial judge to hear all that
can be faid on eitherfide, that before the plead-

ings are over, it is time to go to dinner.

EvA ‘B LiEs XXII

- The Hare's Ears.
5. N FElk having accidently gored a Lion, the

monarch was fo exafperated, that he {ent
forth an edi®, commanding all horned bealts,
on pain of death, to depart his dominions. A
Hare obferving the fhadow of her Ears, was much
alarmed at their long and lofty apperance; and
running to one of her friends, acquainted him
that fhe was refolved to quit the country. For
fhould I happen, faid {he, however undefign-
edly, to give offence to my fuperiors, my FEars
may be conftrued to come within the horn-a&t.
Her
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Her friend {fmiled at her apprehenfions: and afked,
how it was poflible that Ears could be miftaken
for horns? Had I no more Ears than an oftrich,
replied the Hare, I would not truft them in the
hands of an informer: for truth and innocence are
arguments of little force, againft the logic of power
and malice in conjun&ion.

A B 'L E & XXIII
T he Hermit and the Bear.

AN imprudent friend often does as much mif-
chief by his too great zeal, as the worfl ene-

my could effe&t by his malice.

A certain Hermit having done a good office
to a Bear, the grateful creature was {o fenfible
of his obligation, that he begged to be admitted
as the guardian and companion of his {folitude.
The Hermit willingly accepted his offer; and
conducted him to his cell, where they pafled their
time together in an amicable manner. One very
hot day, the Hermit having laid him down to
fleep, the officious Bear employed himfelf in driv-
ing away the flies from his patron’s face. But in
{pite of all his care, one of the flies perpetually
returned to the attack, and at laft, fettled upon

the Hermit’s nofe. Now I fhall have you moit
G 2 certainly,
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certainly, faid the Bear; and with the beft inten-
tions imaginable, gave him a violent blow on |
the face; which very effeGtually indeed demo-
lithed the fly, but at the {ame time moft terribly
bruifed the face of his benefadtor.

FABLE XXIV.
T'he Paffenger and the Pilot.

T had blown a violent ftorm at fea, and the

whole crew of a veflel were in imminent dan-
ger of thipwreck. After the rolling of the waves
was fomewhat abated, a certain Paflenger who
had never been at fea before, obferving the Pi-
lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned, even
in their greateft danger, had the curiofity to afk
him what death his father died. What death?
{aid the Pilot; why he perifhed at fea, as my
grandfather did before him. And are not you
afraid of trufting yourlelf to an element that has
proved thus fatal to your family? Afraid! by
no means; why, we mutft all die: is not your
father dead? Yes, but he died in his bed. And
why then are not you afraid of trufting yourfelf
to your bed? Becaufe I am there perfeltly fe-
cure. It may be fo, replied the Pilot; but 1f
the hand of providence 1s equally extended over

all places, there is no more reafon for me to be
afraid
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afraid of going to fea, than for you to be afraid of
going to bed. :

P ATBA R ey
The partial Judge.

A Farmer came toa neighbouring Lawyer, ex-

prefling great concern for an accident which
he faid had juft happened.  One of your oxen,
continued he, has been gored by an unlucky
bull of mine, and I thould be glad to know how
I am to make you reparation. Thou art a very
honeft fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt not
think it unreafonable, that I exped one of thy
oxen in return, It is no more than juftice,
quoth the Farmer, to be fure: but what did I
fay ?>—TI miftake—It is your bull that has killed
one of my oxen. Indeed! fays the Lawyer, that
alters the cafe: I muft enquire into the affair;
and if—And if! faid the Farmer—the bufinefs
I find would have been concluded without an if;
had you been as ready to do juftice to others, as
to exadt it from them,

FABLE
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2B LE:- XXVL
The Fox that had loft his Tail.

A Fox having been unwarily caught in a trap,
with much ftrugling and difficulty, at length
difengaged himfelf; not however without being
obliged to leave his Tail behind him. The joy
he felt at his efcape, was {omewhat abated when
he began to confider the price he had paid for
it: and he was a good deal mortified by reflect-
ing on the ridiculous figure he fhould make
among his brethren, without a Tail. In the
agitation of his thoughts upon this occafion, an
expedient occurred to him, which he refolved to
try, in order to remove this difgraceful fingu-
larity. With this view he affembled his tribe
together, 1nd fet forth in a moft elaborate fpeech,
how much he had at heart, whatever tended to
the public weal: he had often thought, he {aid,
on the length and bufhinefs of their Tails; was
verily perfuaded that it was much more burthen-
fome, than ornamental, and rendered them be-
fides an ealier prey to their enemies. He ear-
neftly recommended 1t to them, therefore, to
difcharge themfelves of {o ufelefs and dangerous
an incumbrance. My good friend, replied an
old Fox, who had liftened very attentively to

his
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his harangue, we are much obliged to you, no
doubt, for the concern you exprefs upon our ac-
count: but pray turn about before the company,
for I cannot, formy life, help fufpe&ing, that you
would not be quite {o {ollicitous to eafe us of
our Tails, if you had not unluckily loft your own.

FABLE XXVII,

T he Nobleman and his Son.

A Certain Nobleman, much infeQed by fuper
ftition, dreamed one night that his only
Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was
thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and
killed upon the fpot. This idle dream made {o
ftrong an impreflion upon the weak and credu-
lous father, that he formed a refolution never
more to fuffer his Son to partake of this his fa-
vourite diverfion. The next morning that the
hounds went out, the young man requeﬁed per-
miflion to follow them; but inftead of recelvmg
it, as ufual, his father acquamted him with his
dream, and peremptorily enjoined him to for-
bear the fport. The youth, greatly mortified at
this unexpeted refufal, left the room much dif-
concerted, and it was with {fome difficulty that
he refifained* R paffion from indecently break-
ing out in his father’s prefence. But upon his

G 4 return
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return to his own apartment, pafling through a
gallery of piures, in which was a piece repre-
{enting a company of gypfies telling a country
girl her fortune.—'Tis owing, faid he, to a ridi-
culous fuperflition of the fame kind, with that
of this fimple wench, that I am debarred from
one of the principal pleafures of my life: at the
fame time, with great emotion, he ftruck his
hand againft the canvas; when a rufty old nail,
behind the pi¢ture, ran far into his wrift.  The
pain and anguifh of the wound threw the youth
into a violent féver, which proved too powerful
for the fkill of the phyficians, and in a few days
put an end to his life: illuftrating an obferva-
tion, that an over-cautious attention to avoid
evils, often brings them upon us; and that we
are frequently thrown headlong into misforiunes,
by the very means we make ufe of to avoid them.

FABLE XXVIII
Fupiter and the Herd/man.

Herdfman mifled a young heifer out of his
grounds, and, after having diligently fought
forit invain, when he could by no other means
gain intelligence of it, betook himfelf at laft to
his prayers. Great Jupiter, {aid he, fhew me
but the villain who has done me this injury, and
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I will give thee in facrifice the fineft kid from
my flock. He had no fooner uttered his peti-
tion, than turning the corner of a wood. he was
{truck with the fight of a monftrous lion, prey-
ing on the carcafe of his heifer. Trembling and
pale, O Jupiter, cried he, I offered thee a kid
if thou wouldft grant my petition : I now offer thee
a bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the conjfe-
quence of it.

FoA Bl ExaXOal e

T he Eagle and the Owl.
AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a

league of mutual amity, one of the articles

of their treaty was, that the former fhould not
prey upon the younglings of the latter. But tell
me, {aid the Owl, thould you know my little
ones, if you were to {fee them? Indeed I fhould
not, replied the Eagle ; but if you defcribe them
to me, it will be fufficient. You are to obferve
then, returned the Owl, in the firft place, that
the charming creatures are perfectly well-thaped;
in the next, that there is a remarkable fweetnefs
and vivacity in their countenances; and then
there is fomething in their voices fo peculiarly
melodious—Tis enough, interrupted the Eagle;
by thefe marks I cannot fail of diftinguifhing
them :
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them: and you may depend upon their never
receiving any injury from me. It happened not
long afterwards, as the Eagle was upon the wing
in queft of his prey, that he difcovered amidit
the ruins of an old caftle, a neft of grim-faced,
ugly birds, with gloomy countenances, and a
voice like that of the furies. Thefeundoubtedly,
faid he, cannot be the offspring of my friend,
and fo I fhall venture to make free with them.
He had fcarce finithed his repaft and departed,
when the Owl returned; who, finding nothing
of her brood remaining but fome fragments of
the mangled carcafes, broke out into the moft
bitter exclamations againft the cruel and perfidi-
ous author of her calamity. A neighbouring
bat, who over-heard her lamentations, and had
been witnefs to what had pafled between herand
the Eagle; very gravely told her, that fhe had
nobody to blame for this misfortune, but her-
felf: whofe blind prejudices in fayour of her
children, had prompted her to give fuch a defcrip-
tion of them, as did not refemble them in any
one fingle feature or quality.

Parents fhould very carefully guard againft
that weak partiality towards their children, which

renders them blind to their failings and 1mper-

feftions ¢

Rty
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fe@ions: as no difpofition is more likely to prove
prejudicial to their future welfare.

s A 1B L el XXX

T he Plague among the Beafls.

AMortal diftemper once raged among the
Beafts, and fwept away prodigious num-
bers. After it had continued fome time without
abatement, it was concluded in an aflembly of
the brute creation to be a judgment inflicted
upon them for their fins, and aday was appointed
for a general confeffion; when it was agreed,
that he who appeared to be the greateft finner,
{hould fuffer death, asan atonement for the reft.
The Fox was appointed father confeflor upon the
occafion; and the Lion with great generofity,
condelcended to be the firft in making public
confeflion. For my part, faid he, I muit own
I have been an enormous offender; I have killed
many innocent fheep in my time; nay once, but it
was a cafe of neceffity, I made a meal of the
Jhepherd.  the Fox, with much gravity, acknow-
ledged, that thefe in any other than the King,
would have been inexpiable crimes; but that his
majefty had certainly a right to a few filly fheep,
nay, and to the fhepherd too, in cafe of necel-
fity. The judgment of the Fox was applauded

by
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by all the fuperior favages; and the Tyger, the
Leopard, the Bear, and the Wolf, made confel-
fion of many enormities of the like fanguinary
nature: which were all palliated or excufed with
the {fame lenity and mercy ; and their crimes ac-
counted fo venial, as fcarce to deferve the name
of offences. At laft, a poor penitent Afs, with
great contrition acknowledged, that once going
through the parfon’s meadow, being very hun-
gry, and tempted by the fweetnefs of the grafs,
he had cropt a little of it, not more however in
quantity, than the tip of his tongue: he was very
{orry for the mifdemeanour, and hoped—Hope!
exclaimed the Fox with fingular zeal, what canft
thou hope for, after the commiflion of fo hein-
ous a crime? What! eat the parfon’s grafs! O
{acrilege! This, this is the flagrant wickednefs,
my brethren, which has drawn the wrath of hea-
ven upon our heads, and this the notorious of-
fender, whofe death muft make atonement for
all our tranfgreflions. So faying, he ordered
his entrails for {acrifice, and the reft of the Beaits
went to dinner upon his carcafe.

FABLE
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B Asbial B XXX,

The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe.

A Young Moufe, who had feen very little of
the world, came running one day to his
mother in great hafte—O mother, faid he, I am
frighted almoft to death! I have fecen the moft
extraordinary creature that ever was. He has a
fierce angry look, and ftruts about upon two
legs. Aftrange piece of flefh grows upon his
head, and another under his throat, as red as
blood. He flapped his arms againft his fides, as
if he intended to rife into the air; and ftretching
out his head, he opened a tharppointed mouth
fo wide, that I thought he was preparing to fwal-
low me up: then he roared at me {o horribly,
that I trembled every joint, and was glad to run
home as faft as I could. IfI had not been frigh-
tened away by this terrible monfter, I was juft
going to {crape acquaintance with the prettieft
creature you ever faw. She had a foft furr ikin,
thicker than ours, and all beautifully ftreaked
with black and grey; with a modeft look, and
a demeanour {o humble and courteous, that me-
thoughtI could have fallen in love with her. Then
the had a fine long tail, which fhe waved about
fo prettily, and looked fo earneftly at me, that

I
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I do believe fhe was juft going to {peak to me,
when the horrid monfter frightened me away.
Ah, my dear child, faid the mother, you have
elcaped being devoured, but not by that monfter
-ou was fo much afraid of: which in truth was
only a bird, and would have done you no man-
ner of harm. Whereas the fweet creature, of
whom you f¢em fo fond, was no other, than a
Cat; who, under that hypocritical countenance,
conceals the moft mnveterate hatred to all our race,
and fubfifts entirely by devouring Mice. Learn
from this incident, my dear, never whilft you
live to rely on outward appearances.

oA B E, XXXII.

T he Farmer and his Dog.

Farmer who had juft ftepped into his field

to mend a gap in one of his fences, found

at his return, the cradle, where he had left his
only child afleep, turned upfide down, the clothes
all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying near it
befmeared alfo with blood. Immediately con-
ceiving that the creature had deftroyed his child,
he inftantly dafhed out his brains with the hatchet
in his hand: when turning up the cradle, he
found his child unhurt, and an enormous {erpent
lying dead on the floor, killed by that faithful
Dog,
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MODERN FABLES. g

Dog, whofe courage and fidelity in preferving
the life of his fon, deferved another kind of re-
ward. Thele affe@ing circumftances afforded
him a ftriking leffon, how dangerous it is too
haflily to give way to the blind impulfe of a fud-

den paﬂi(m.

FABLE XXXIIL
‘ T he Gnat and the Bee.
A Gnat half ftarved with cold, and pinched

with hunger, came early one morning to a
Bee-hive, begging the relief of charity, and of-
fered to teach mufic in the family, on the hum-
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee received
her petitioner with a cold civility, and defired
to beiexcufed. I bring up all my children, faid
{he, to'my own ufual trade, that they may be
able when they grow up, to get an honeft live-
lihood by their induftry. Belides, how do you
think I could be fo imprudent as to teach them
an art, which I fee has reduced its Profellor o
indigence and beggary ?

FABLEE
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Peia. B 1. . F  XXXIV.

T he Owl and the Eagle.
AN Owl fate blinking in the trunk of a hollow

tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of the
fun. What is the ufe of its beams, faid fhe, but
to dazzle oneseyes fo that one cannot fee a moulfe?
For my part, I am at alofs to conceive for what
purpofe fo glaring an object was created. We
had certainly been much better without it. O
fool! replied an Eagle perched on a branch of
the fame tree, to rail at excellence which thou
canft not tafte; and not to perceive that the fault
is not in the {un, but in thyfelf. - AllL ’tis true,
have not faculties to underftand, or powers to
enjoy the benefit of it; but mutft the bufinefs and
the pleafures of the world be obftructed, that an
Owl may catch mice?

¥ AvBol vE o XXXV,
The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf.

Lion, having furfeited himfelf with feafting

too luxurioudly on the carcafe of a wild boar,

was feized with a violent and dangerous diforder.
The beafts of the foreft flocked in great numbers
to pay their refpeds to him upon the occafion,
and
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MODMRN, FABRBKES. 97

and {carce one was abfent except the Fox. The
Wolf, an illnatured and malicious beaft, feized
this opportunity to accufe the Fox of pride, in-
gratitude, and difaffetion to his majefty. In the
midft of his inveitive; the Fox entered; who
having heard part of the Wolf’s acculation, and
obferving the Lion’s countenance to be kindling
into wrath, thus adroitly excufed himfelf, and
retorted upon his acculer. With a tone of zeal-
ous loyalty he addrefled the affembly thus: May
the King live for ever! then turningto the Lion
—1I fee many here, who, with mere lip-fervice,
have pretended to thew you their loyalty : but
formy part, from the moment I heard of your ma-
jelty’s illnefs, negledling ufelefs compliments, I
employed myfelfday and night to enquire among
the moft learned phylficians, an infallable reme-
dy for your difeafe, and have at length happily
been informed of one. It is a plaifter made from
part of the {kin of a Wolf, taken warm from his
back, and laid to your majefty’s ftomach. This
remedy was no fooner propofed, than it was de-
termined that the experiment fhould be tried:
and whilft the operation was performing; the
Fox, with a farcaftic fmile, whifpered this ufeful
maxim in the Wolf's ear—It you would be /afe
from harm yourfelf, learn for the future, not to me-
ditate mifchief againft others.

H FABLE
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FCB 1 Esv XXXV
T he Blind Man and the Lame.

> IS from our wants and infirmities that al-
moft all the conne&ions of fociety take
their rife.

A Blind Man, being ftopped in a bad piece of
road, meets with a Lame Man, and intreats him
to guide him through the difficulty he was got
into. How can I do that, replied the Lame Man,
fince I am fcarce able to drag myfélf along? but
as you appear to be very ftrong, if you will carry
me, we will feek our fortunes together. It will
then be my intereft to warn you of any thing
that may obftruct your way: your feet fhall be
my feet, and my eyes yours. With all my heart,
tcturned the Blind Man ; let us render each other
our mutual {ervices. So taking his lame com-
panion on his back, they by means of their uni-
on, travelled on with fafety and pleafure.

FABLE
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FABLE XXXVIL

T he Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox.
r i YHE Tyrant of the foreft iffued a proclama-

tion, commanding all his fubje&s to repair
immediately to his royal den." Among the reft,
the Bear made his appearance: but pretending
to be offended with the fteams which iflued from
the monarch’s apartment, he was imprudent
enough to hold his nofe in his majefty’s prefence.
This infolence was fo highly refented, that the
Lion in a rage laid him dead at his feet. . The
Monkey, obferving what had pafled, trembled
for his carcafe; and attempted to conciliate fa-
vour by the moft abje& flattery. He began with
protefting, that for his part, he thought the
apartments were perfumed with Arabian {pices;
and exclaiming againft the rudenefs of the Bear,
admired the beauty of his majefty’s paws, fo hap-
pily formed, he faid, to correct the infolence of
clowns. This fulfome adulation, inftead of being
received as he expected, proved no lefs offenfive,
than the rudenefs of the Bear: and the courtly
Monkey was in like manner extended by the
fide of Sir Bruin. And now his majefty caft his
eye upon the Fox, Well, Reynard, faid he, and
what {cent do you difcover here? Great prince,
H e replied
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replied the cautious Fox, my nofe was never efteem-
ed my moft diftinguifhing fenfe: and at prefent I
waould by no means venture to give my opinion,
as I have unfortunately got a terrible cold.

EABLE, XXXVIII.
T he Owl and. the Nightingale.

Formal folemn Owl had many years made

his habitation in a grove amongft the ruins

of an old monaftery, and had pored fo often on
fome mouldy manufcripts, the ftupid relicks of
a monkifh library, that he grew infected with
the pride and pedantry of the place; and mif-
taking gravity for wifdom, would fit whole days
with his eyes half fhut, fancying himfelf pro-
foundly learned. It happened, as he fate one
evening, half buried in meditation, and half in
flcep, that a Nightingale, unluckily perching
near him, began her melodious lays. He ftarted
from his reverie, and with a horrid {creech inter-
rupted - her fong—Be gone, cried he, thou im-
pertinent minftrel, nor diftract with noify diffo-
nance, my {ublime contemplations; and know,
vain fongfter, that harmony confifts in truth
alone, which is gained by laborious ftudy ; and
not in languithing notes, fit only to footh the
ear of a love-fick maid. Conceited pedant! re-
turned
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MOBDWERN FABEES. 101

turned the Nightingale, whofe wifdom lies only
in the feathers that muffle up thy unmeaning
face; mulfic is a natural and rational entertain-
ment, and though not adapted to the earsof an
Owl, has ever been relithed and admired by all
who are poflefled of true tafte and elegance.

F A BIT'E XXXIX.
The Ant and the Caterpillar.

AS a Caterpillar was advancing very flowly

along one of the alleys of a beautiful gar-
den, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who tofl:
ing up her head with a fcornful air, cried, prithee
get out of the way, thou poor creeping animal,
and do not prefume to obftrué the paths of thy
fuperiors, by wriggling along theroad, and be-
{mearing the walks appropriated to their foot-
fteps. Poor creature! thou lookeftlike a thing
half made, which nature, not liking, threw by un-
finithed. T could almoft pity thee, methinks;
but it is beneath one of my quality to talk to
fuch little mean creatures as thou art: and fo,
poor crawling wretch, adieu.

The humble Caterpillar ftruck dumb with this
difdainfullanguage, retired, went to work, wound
himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the appointed

H 3 time
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time came-out a beautiful Butterfly.  Juft as he
was iluing forth he obferved the {cornful Ant
pafling by. Prodd infe&, faid he, ftop a mo-
ment, and liften to what I fhall fay. Let me
advife you never to defpife any one for his condi-
tion, as there are none {fo mean, but they may
one day change their fortune. You behold me
now exalted in the air, whereas you muft creep as
long as you live.

F A B IebswX] ..

T he two Foxes.

ri "W O Foxes formed a flratagem to enter a

hen-rooft: which having fuccefsfully exe-
cuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the
chickens, they began to feed upon them with
fingular fatisfaction. One of the Foxes, who
was young and inconfiderate, was for devouring
them allupon the [poi: the other, whowas old and
covetous, propofed to referve {ome of them for
another time. “For experience, child, faid he,
has made me wife, and I have feen many unex-
peéted events fince I came into the world.  Let
us provide, therefore, againft what may happen,
and not confume all our ftores at one meal.”
“ All this is wonderous wife, replied the young

Fox; but for my part, I am refolved not to ftir
tll
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till I have eaten as much as will fetve me a whole
week: for who would be mad enough to return
hither? when it is certain the owner of thefe
fowls will watch for us, and if he thould catch
us, would certainly put us to death.”” After this
thort difcourfe, each purfued his own {cheme:
the young Fox eat till he burft himfelf, and had
{carcely firength to reach his hole before he died.
The old one, who thought it much better to de-
ny his appetite for the prefent, and lay up pro-
vifion forthe future, returned the next day, and
was Kkilled by the farmer. - Thus every age has its
peculiar vice: the young fuffer by their infatiable
thirft after pleafure; and the old, by their incor-
rigible and inordinate avarice,

FAsel L oEo. XLL

T he concetted Owl,
_@j Young Owl having accidentally feen him-

felf in a cryftal fountain, conceived the
higheft opinion of his perfonal perfettions. "Tis
time, faid he, that Hymen fhould give me chil-
dren as beautiful as myfelf, to be the glory of
thenight, and the ornament of our groves. What
pity would it be, if the race of the moft accom-
plithed of birds fhould be extin& for my want of
a mate! Happy the female who is deftined to
H 4 {pend
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{pend her life withme! Full of thefe felf-approv-
ing thoughts, he intreated the Crow to propofe
a match between him and the royal daughter of
the Eagle. Do you imagine, faid the Crow, that
the noble Eagle, whofe pride it is to gaze on the -
brighteft of the heavenly luminaries, will confent
to marry his daughter to you, who cannot {o
much as gpen your cyes whillt it is day-light? But
the felf-conceited Owl was deaf to all that his
friend could urge; who after much perfuafion,
was at length prevailed upon to undertake the
commiffion. His propofal was received in the
manner that might be expelted: the king of birds
laughed him to {corn. However, being a mon-
arch of fome humour, he ordered him to ac-
quaint the Owl, that if he would meet him the
next morning at fun-rife in the middle of the fky,
he would confent to give him his daughter in
marriage. The prefumptuous Owl undertook to
perform the condition; but being dazzled with
the fun, and his head growing giddy, he fell from
his height upon a rock; from whence being pur-
fued by a flight of birds, he was glad at laft to
make his efcape into the hollow of an old oak;
where he pafled the remainder of his days in
that obfcurity, for which nature defigned him.

FABLE
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EF 8. BuE7E . XKL

, T he Fox and the Cat.
N OTHING is more common than for men

to condemn the very fame a&ions in others,
which they practife themfelves whenever occa-
fion offers.

A Fox and a Gat having made a party to tra-
vel together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of thejr
journey by a variety of philofophical converfa-
tions, Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed Rey-
nard, mercy is fure the nobleft! What fay you,
my fage friend, is it not {o? Undoubtedly, re-
plied the Cat, with a moft demure countenance;
nothing is more becoming, in a creature of an
{enfibility, than a compaflionate difpofition.
While they were thus moralizing, and mutuall
complimenting each other on the wifdom of thejr
relpective refle@ions; a Wolf darted out, from a
wood, upon a flock of theep which were feeding
in an adjacent meadow; and without being in
the leaft affedted by the moving lamentations of a
poorlamb, devoured it before their eyes. Hips
rible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat; why does he not
feed on vermin, inftead of making his barbarous

meals
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meals on fuch innocent creatures? Reynard agreed
with his friend in the obfervation: to which he
added feveral very pathetic remarks on the odiouf-
nefs of a fanguinary temper. Theirindignation was
rifing in its warmth and zeal, when they arrived
at a little cottage by the way-fide; where the
tender-hearted Reynard immediately caft his eye
upon a fine cock that was ftruting about in the
yard. And now, adieu moralizing : he leaped
over the pales, and without any fort of fcruple
demolifhed his prize in an inftant. In the mean
while, a plump moufe which ran out of the fta-
ble, totally put to flight our Cat’s philofophy,
who fell to the repaft without the leaft commife-
ration,

¥ A Bl E.. XEILL
T he two Horfes.

W O Horfes were travelling the road toge-
ther; one loaded with a {ack of flour, the
other with a fum of money. The latter, proud of
his {plendid burthen, tofled his head with an air
of confcious fuperiority, and every now and
then caft a look of contempt upon his humble
companion. In pafling through a wood, they
were met by a gang of highwaymen, who im-
mediately feized upon the Horfe that was carry-
ing
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ing the treafure: but the {pirited fteed, not be-
ing altogether difpofed to ftand fo quietly as
was mneceflary for their purpofe, they beat him
moft unmecifully; and after plundering him of
his boafted load, left him to lament at his lei-
fure the cruel bruifes he had received. Friend,
{aid his defpifed companion to him, who had
now reafon to triumph in his turn, diftinguithed
pofts are often dangerous to thofe who poflefs
them: if you had ferved a miller, as 1 do, you
might have travelled the road unmolefied

E A BILSEEXETY

The Dove and the Ant,
W E fthould be always ready to do good of-

fices, even to the meaneft of our fellow
creatures; as there 1s no one to.whofe afliftance
we may not, upon fome occafion or other, be
greatly indebted.

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a rivu-
let, when an Ant, who was at the fame time
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obferving
the helplefs infect ftruggling in vain to reach the
fhore, was touched with compaflion; and pluck-

ing a blade of grafs, dropped it into the ftream; by
means
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means of which the poor Ant, like a fhip-wreck-
ed failor upon a plank, got fafe to land. She
had {carcely arrived there, when fhe perceived a
fowler juft going to difcharge his piece at her de-
hiverer: upon which fhe 1nﬁantly crept up his
foot and ftung him on the ankle. The {portfman
ftarting, occaﬁoned a rufling among the boughs,

which alarmed the Dove,who 1mmed1ately {prung
up, and by that means efcaped the danger with
which {he was threatened.

E' A Bl ey 3

T he Parrot.

Certain Widower, in order to amulfe his {o-
litary hours, and in fome meafure fupply

the converfation of his departed helpmate of lo-
quacious memory, determined to purchafe a Par-
rot. With this view he applied to a dealer in
birds, who fhewed him a large colle&tion of Par-
rots of various kinds. Whilft they were exer-
cifing their talkative talents before him, one re-
peating the cries of the town, another afking for
acup of fack, and a third bawling out fora coach,
he obferved a green Parrot, perchedinathought-
ful mannerat a diftance upon the foot of a table:
And {o you, my grave gentleman, faid he, are
quite filent. To which the Parrot replied, like
a
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a philofophical bird, I think the more.”” Pleafed
with this fenfible anfwer, our Widower imme-
diately paid down his price, and took home the
bird; conceiving great things from a creature,
who had given {o ftriking a [pecimen of his parts.
But after having inftruted him during a whole
month, he found to his great difappeintment,
that he could get nothing more from him than
the fatiguing repetition of the fame dull fenténce,
‘I think the more.” 1Ifind, faid he in great
wrath, that thou art a moft invincible fool: and
ten times more a fool was I, for having formed
a favourable opinion of thy abilities upon no
better foundation, than an qffedted folemnity.

F A B:L EiXI VL
T he Cat and the Bat.

Cat having devoured her mafter’s favourite

bullfinch, over-heard him threatning to put
her to death the moment he could find her. In
this diftrefs {he preferred a prayer to Jupiter;
vowing, if he would deliver her from her prefent
danger, that never while fhe lived would fhe eat
another bird. Not long afterwards a bat moft
invitingly flew into the room where Pufs was
purring in the window. The queftion was, how
to act upon fo tempting an occalion? Her appe-

tite
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tite prefled hard on one fide; and her vow threw
fome {cruples in her way on the other. Atlength
the hit upon a moft convenient diftinction to re-
move all difficulties, by determining that as a
bird indeed it was unlawful prize, but as a moufe
the might very confcientioufly eat it; and ac-
. cordingly without further debate fell to the repalft.

Thus it is that men are apt to impofz upon
themfelves by vain and groundlefs diftinttions,
when confcience and principle are at variance with
antereft and inclination.

F-Aaiils E XL VII.

T he two Lizards.

S two Lizards were bafking under a fouth
wall, How contemptible, faid one of them,

is ourcondition ! We exift, ’tis true, but that is
all; for we hold no fort of rank in the creation,
and are utterly unnoticed by the world. Curfed
obfcurity ! Why was I notrather born a ftag, to
range at large, the pride and glory of fome royal
foreft? It happened that in the midft of thefe
unjuft murmurs, a pack of hounds was heard in
full cry after the very creature he was envying,
who being quite {pent with the chace, was torn

in pieces by the dogs in fight of our two Lizards.
And
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And is this the lordly flag, whofe place in the
creation you withed to hold? faid the wifer Li-
zard to his complaining friend : Let his fad fate
teach you to blefs providence for placing you in
that humble fituation, which fecures you from the
dangers of a more elevated rank.

A B 1 E -XLVIIL
Jupiter’s Lottery.

UPITER, in order to pleafe mankind, di-
rected Mercury to give notice that he had efta-
blithed a Lottery, in which there were no blanks -
and that, amongft a variety of other valuable
chances, Wifdom was the higheft prize. It was
Jupiter's command, that in this Lottery, fome of
the gods fhould alfo become adventurers. The
tickets being difpofed of, and the wheels placed,
Mercury was employed to prefide at the draw-
ing. It happened that the beft prize fell to Mi-
nerva: upon which a general murmur ran thro’
the aflembly, and hints were thrown out, that
Jupiter had ufed fome unfair practices to fecure
this defirable lot to his daughter. Jupiter, that
he mightat once both punifh and filence thefe im-
pious clamours of the human race, prefented
them with Folly in the: place of Wifdom; with
which they went away perfectly well contented :
and
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and from that time the greateft Fools have always
looked upon themfelves as the Wifeft Men.

FA B#luE.  XLIX.

T he litigious Cats.
T W O Cats having ftolen fome cheefe, could

not agree about dividing the prize. In or-
der therefore to fettle the difpute, they confented
to refer the matter to 2 Monkey. The propofed
arbitrator very readily accepted the office, and
producing a ballance, put a part into each {cale.
« Let me fee—(faid he) ay—this lump outweighs
the other:” and immediately bit off a confider-
able piece in order to reduce it, he obferved, to
an equilibrium. The oppolite fcale was now be-
come the heavieft; which afforded our confci-
entious judge an additional reafon for a {fecond
mouthful. Hold, hold, faid the two Cats, who
began to be alarmed for the event,—give us our
refpetive fhares and we are fatisfied. If you are
fatisfied, returned the Monkey, jufice is not: a
caufe of this intricate nature is by no means o
foondetermined. Upon which he continued to nib-
ble firft one piece and then the other, till the poor
Cats feeing their cheele gradually diminifhing,
intreated him to give himfelf no farther trouble,

but deliver to them what remained. Not fo faft,
L
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I befeech ye friends, replied - the Monkey ; we
owe juftice to ourfelves as well as to you: what
remains is due to me in right of my office. Up-
on which, he crammed the whole into his mouth,
and with great gravity difmiffed the court, -

E:A'D L{EHLY

T he two Dogs.

3 ASTY and inconfiderate connexions are

generally attended with great difadvan-
tages: and much of every man’s good or 1ill for-
tune depends upon the choice he makes of his
Jfriends.

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a furly Maf-
tiff, as he was travelling upon the high road.
'ljr;}y, although an entire ﬂ.ral'lger to Tyger, very
cwvily accofted him: And if it would be no in-
- terruption, he faid, he fhould be glad to bear
him company on his way. Tyger, ’who happened
not to be altogether in fo growling a mood as
ufual, accepted the propofal : and they very ami-
cably purfued their journey together. In the
mid{t of their converfation, they arrived at the
next village; where Tyger began to dilplay his
malignant difpofition, by an unprovoked attack
‘upon every dog he met. The villagers immedi-

1 ately
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ately fallied forth with great indignation to re-
fcue their refpe@ive favourites; and fallingupon
our two friends, without diftin&tion or mercy,
poor Tray was moft cruelly treated, for no other
reafon, but his being found in bad company.

EIA B LE /LE

Death and Cupid.
J UPITER fent forth Death and Cupid to tra-

vel round the world, giving each of them a
bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at his
back. It was ordered by the fupreme difpofer
of all events, that the arrows of Lovefhould only
wound the young, in order to fupply the decays
of mortal men ; and thofe of Deathwere to flrike
old age, and free the world of an ufelefs charge.
Our travellers, being one day extremely fatigued
with their journey, refted themf{elves under the
covert of 2 wood, and throwing down their ar-
rows in a promifcuous manner before them, they
both fell faft afleep. Theyhad not repofed them-
felves long, before they were awakened by a {ud-
den noife; when haftily gathering up theirarms,

each in the confufion took by miftake {fome of

the darts that belonged to the other. By this
means, it frequently happened that Death van-
quifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the old.

Jupiter

s o
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Jupiter obferved the error, but did not think pro-
per to redrefs it; forefeeing thatfome good might
arife from their unlucky exchange. And in fa&,
if men were wife, they would learn from this
miftake to be apprehenfive of death in their youth,
and to guard againft the amorous paffions in their
old age.

Ea2BaE K LI

T he Mock-bird.

HERE is a certain Bird in the Weft-Tndies,
T which has the faculty of mimicking the
notes of every other fongfter, without being able
himfelf to add any original ftrains to the concert.
As one of thefe Mock-birds was difplaying his
talents of ridicule among the branches of a ve-
nerable wood: Tis very well, faid a little war-
bler, fpeaking in the name of all the reft, we
grant you thatowr mufic is not without its faults:
but why will you not favour us with a firain of
your own?

Ig FABLE



w6 MODERN FABLES.

FA®BILE LI

The Spettacles.
H O W ftrangely all mankind differ in their

opinions ! and how ftrongly each is at-
tached to his own!

Jupiter, one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl
of ne&ar, and in a merry humour, determined
to make mankind a prefent. Momus was ap-
pointed to convey it to them: who mounted on
a rapid car, was prefently on earth. Come hi-
ther, fays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter
has opened for your benefit his all-gracious
hands. 'Tis true, he made you {fomewhat fhort-
fighted, but to remedy that inconvenience, be-
hold, how he has favoured you! So faying, he
unloofed his portmanteau; when an infinite
number of Spectacles tumbled out, and were
picked up by the crowd with all the eagernefs
imaginable. There was enow for all, every man
had his pair. But it was foon found that thefe
Spedacles did not reprefent objects to all man-
kind alike: for one pair was purple, another blue;
one was white, and another black: fome of the
glaffes were red, {fome green, and fome yellow. In
{hort, there were of all manner of colours, and

every
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every fhade of colour. However, notwithftand-

ing this diverfity, every man was charmed with
his own, as believing it the beft; and enjoyed

in opinion, all the fatisfation of truth.
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F AR Lama
The Red-breaft and Sparrow.

S a Red-breaft was finging on a tree by the
fide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched
upon the thatch took occafion thus to re-

primand him. And doft thou, faid he, with thy
dull autumnal note prefume to emulate the Birds
of Spring? Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie
with the {prightly accent of the Thrufh and the
Blackbird? with the various melody of the Lark
or Nightingale? Whom other birds, far ¢y fupe-
riors, have beenlong content to admire in filence.
Judge with candour at leaft, replied the Robin;
nor impute thofe efforts to ambition folely, which

may
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may fometimes flow from Love of the Art. I reve-
rence indeed, but by no means envy, the birds
whofe fame has flood the teft of ages. Their
fongs have charmed both hill and dale; but their
feafon is paft, and their throats are filent. I feel
not, however, the ambition to furpals or equal
them: my effortsareof a much humbler nature;
and I may furely hope for pardon, while I en-
deavour to chear thofe forfaken valleys, by an
attempt to imitate the flrains I love.

et el 2ul 1,
T he two Bees.

ON a fine morning in May, two Bees fet for-
ward in queft of honey; the one wife and
temperate, the other carelefs and extravagant.
They foonarrived ata garden enriched with aro-
matic herbs: the moft fragrant flowers, and the
moft delicious fruits. They regaled themfelves
for a time on the various dainties that were fpread
before them: the one loading his thigh at inter-
vals with provifions for the hive againft the
diftant winter; the other, revelling in {weets
without regard to any thing but his prefent gra-
tification. At length they founda wide-mouthed
phial, that hung beneath the bough of a peach-

tree. filled with honey ready tempered, and ex-
poled



Tl

!

N

[ ==
|

CShe (T

7z}
e Aogein,









w22d o () ://'-//',f/'///.:J




ORIGINAL FABLES. 193

poled to theirtafte in the moft alluring manner.
The thoughtlefs Epicure, {pite of all his friend’s
remonftrances, plunged headlong into the veflel.
refolving to indulge himlelf in all the pleafures
of {enfuality. The Philofopher, on the otherhand,
fipped a little with caution, but being fufpicious
of danger, flew off to fruits and flowers; where
by the moderation of his meals, he improved his
relith for the true enjoyment of them. In the
evening, however, he called upon his friend, to
enquire whether he would return to the hive;
but found him furfeited in fweets, which he was
as unable to leave, as to enjoy. Clogged in his
wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his whole
frame totally enervated, he was but jult able to
bid his friend adieu, and tolament with hislateft
breath, that though a tafte of pleafure might
quicken the relifh of life, an unreftrained indul-
gence 1s 1nevitable deftru&ion.

B A Bl i R TE
T he Diamond and the Glow-worm.

L\L Diamond happened to fall from the folitaire
4+ X of a young lady, as fhe was walking one
evening on a terrace in the garden. A Glow-
worm who had beheld it fparkling in its defcent,
foon as the gloom of night had eclipfed its luftre,

began
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began to mock and to infult it. Art thou that
wonderous thing, that vaunteft of fuch prodigi-
ous brightnefs? Where now is all thy boafted
brilliancy ? Alas, in evil hour has fortune thrown
thee within the reach of my fuperiorblaze. Con-
ceited infect, replied the Gem, thou oweft thy
feeble glimmer to the darknefs that furrounds
thee: know, my luftre bears the teft of day, and
even derives its chief advantage from that diftin-
guithing light, which difcovers thee to be no
more than a dark and paltry Worm.

F. A Bid b Y.
The Oftrich and the Pelican.

THE Oftrich one day‘ met the Pelican, and
obferving her breaft all bloody, Good God!
fays fhe to her, what is the matter 7 What acci-
dent has befallen you? You certainly have been
feized by fome favage beaft of prey, and have
with difficulty efcaped from his mercilefs claws.
Do not be furprifed, friend, replied the Pelican:
no {uch accident, nor indeed, any thing more
than common, hath happened to me. I have
only been engaged in my ordinary employment
of tending my neft, of feeding my dear little
ones, and nourifhing them with the vital blood
from my bofom. Your anfwer, returned the Of-

trich,
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trich, aftonithes me ftill more than the horrid
figure you make. What! is this your practice,
to tear your own fleth, to {pill your own blood,
and to facrifice yourfelf in this cruel manner to
the important cravings of your young ones? I
know not which to pity moft, your mifery, or
your folly. Be advifed by me; have {fome re-
gard for yourfelf; and leave off this barbarous
cuftom of mangling your own body : as for your
children, commit them to the care of providence,
and make yourfelf quite ealy about them. My
example may be of ufe to you. I lay my eggs
upon the ground, and juft cover them lightly
over with fand : if they have the gocd luck to
efcape being crufhed by the tread of man or bealt,
the warmth of the fun broeds upon, and hatches
them; and in due time my young ones come
forth: I leave them to be nurfed by nature, and
foftered by the elements; I give myfelf no trou-
ble about thém, and I neither know nor care
what becomes of them. Unhappy wretch, fays
the Pelican, who art hardened againit thy off-
{pring, and through want of natural affcction
rendereft thy travail fruitlefs to thyfelf! who
knowelt not the fweets of a parent’s anxiety,
the tenderdelight of a mother’s fufferings! It s
not I, but thou that art cruel to thy own flefh.
Thy infenfibility may exempt thee from a tem-

P orary
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porary inconvenience, and an inconfiderable
pain; but at the fame time it makes thee inat
tentive to a moft neceflary duty, and incapable
of relithing the pleafure that attends it: a plea-
fure, the moft exquifite that nature hath indulged
to us; in which pain itfelf is fwallowed up and
loft, or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment.

B BB LoF, ¥
T he Hounds in Couples.

A Huntfman was leading forth his Hounds
one morning to the chafe, and had linked
feveral of the young Dogs in Couples, to pre-
vent their following every fcent, and hunting
diforderly, as their own inclinations and fancy
fhould diret them. Among others, it was the
fate of Jowler and Vixen to be thus yoked to-
gether. Jowler and Vixen were both young and
unexperienced; but had for{fome time been con-
ftant companions, and feemed to have enter-
tained a great fondnefs for each other; they ufed
to be perpetually playing together, and in any
quarrel that happened, always took one another’s
part; it might have been expelted therefore, that
it would not be difagreeable to them to be f}ill
more clofely united. However in fa& it proved
otherwife: they had not been long joined toge-

ther
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ther before both parties were obferved to exprefs
uneafinefs at their prefent fituation.” Different
inclinations and oppofite wills began to difcover
and to exert themfelves: if one chofe to go this
way, the other was as eager to take the contrary;
if one was prefling forward, the other was fure
to lag behind; Vixen pulled back Jowler, and
Jowler dragged along Vixen, Jowler growled at
Vixen, and Vixen fnapped at Jowler: till atlaft
it came to a downright quarrel between them;
and Jowler treated Vixen in a very rough and
ungenerous manner, without any regard to the
inferiority of her firength, or the tendernefs of
her fex. As they were thus continually vexing
and tormenting one another, an old Hound, who
had obferved all that pafled, came up to them,
and thus reproved them: * What a couple of {illy
Puppies you are, to be perpetually worrying
yourfelves at this rate! What hinders your go-
ing on peaceably and quietly together? Cannot
you compromile the matter between you, by
each confulting the other’s inclination a little!
at leaft, try to make a virtue of neceflity, and
fubmit to what you cannot remedy: you cannot
get rid of the chains; but you may make them
{it eafy upon you. I am an old Dog, and let my
age and experience inftruét you: when I was in
the fame circumftance with vou, I{oon found,

that
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that thwarting my companion, was only torment-
ing myfelf; and my yoke-fellow happily came in-
to the fame way of thinking. We endeavoured
to join in the fame purfluits, and to follow one
another’s inclinations; and fo we jogged on to-
gether, not only with eafe and quiet, but with
comfort and pleafure. We found by exiaerience,
that mutual compliance not only compenfates for
liberty, but is even attended with a fatisfa&ion
and delight, beyond what liberty itfelf can give.”

F AR 1. E VI

T he Mifer and the Magpye.

AS a Mifer fate at his defk, counting over his
heaps of gold; a Magpye eloping from his
cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away
with it. The Mifer, who never failed to count
his money over a fecond time, immediately
miffed the piece, and rifing up from his feat in
the utmoft confternation, obferved the felon
hiding it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou,
cried he, that worlt of thieves, who haft robbed
me of my gold, without the plea of necellity,
and without regard to its proper ufe? But thy
life thall attone for fo prepolterous a villany.
Soft words, good malter, quoth the Magpy.
Have I then injured you, in any other fenfe

than
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than you defraud the public? And am I notufing
your money in the {fame manner you do your-
felf? If I muft lofe my life for hiding a fingle
guinea, what do you, I pray, deferve, who fe-
crete fo many thoufands ?

Fi A B I B NeEE

The Senfitive Plant.and the T hifile.
5 Thiftle happened to fpring up very near to

a Senfitive Plant. The former obferving
the extreme bafhfulnefls and delicacy of the lat-
ter, addrefled her in the following manner.
Why are you fo modeft and referved, my good
neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at the
approach of ftrangers ? Why do you fhrink as if
you were afraid, from the touch of every hand?
Take example and advice from me: if I liked
not their familiarity, I would make them keep
their diftance, nor fhould any fawcy finger pro-
voke me unrevenged. Our tempers and quali-
ties, replied the other, are widely different. I
have ‘neither the ability nor inclination to give
offence: you it feems are by no means deftitute
of either. My defire is to live peaceably in the
ftation wherein I am placed; and though my
humility may now and then caufe me a moment’s
uneafinefs, it tends on the whole to preferve my

K tranquility.
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tranquility. The cafe is otherwife with you,
whofe irritable temper, amd revengeful difpofi-
tion, williprobably one time or other be the caufe
of your deftru&tion. - While they were thus ar-
guing the point, the gardiner came with his
little fpaddle,  in order to lighten the earth round
the ftem of the Senfitive Plant; but perceiving
the Thiftle, he thruft his inflrument thro’ the
root of it, and directly tofled it out of his garden.

EoAuB Lk VI,
T he Poet and the Death-watch.

S a Poet fate in his clofet, feafting his ima-
gination on the hopes of fame and immor-
tality ; he was ftartled on a fudden with the
ominous found of a Death-watch. However,
immediately recollecting himfelf—Vain infed,
{aid he, ceafe thy-impertinent forebodings, fuf-
ficient indeed to frighten the weaknefs of women
or of children: but far beneath the notice of a
Poct and a Philofopher. As for me, whatever
accident may threaten my life; my fame, {pite
of thy prognoftics, fhall live to future ages. May
be {o, replied the infed, I find at leaft, thou
had’'ft rather liften to the Moggot in thy head,
than to the Worm beneath thy table; but know,

that
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that the fuggeftions of vanity are altogether as
deceitful as thofe of {fuperftition.

FABLE 138, -
Pythagoras and the Critic. e
PYTHAGORAS was one.day very ear- - j

neftly engaged in taking an exa& meafure
of the length of the olympic courfe. One of
thofe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing,
and are ready to interpofe with their opinion
upon all fubjeéts, happened to'be prefent; and
could not help fmiling to himfelf to fee the Phi-
lofopher fo employed, and to obferve what great
attention and pains he beftowed upon fuch a bu-
finefs. And pray, fays he, accofting Pythago-
ras, may I prefume to afk, with what defign
you have given yourlelf this trouble? Of that,
replied the Philofopher; I fhall very readily in-
form you. We are aflured, that Hercules when
he inftituted the olympic games, himfelf laid
out this courfe by meafure, and determined 1t
to the length of fix hundred feet, meafuring it
by the ftandard of his own foot. Now by taking
an exa& meafure of this {pace, and {eeing how
much it exceeds the meafure of the fame number
of feet now in ufe, we can find how much the

foot of Hercules, and in proportion his whole
K o ftature,
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ftature, exceeded that of the prefent generation.
A very curious {peculation truly, fays the Cri-
tic, and of great ufe and importance, no doubt!
And fo youwill demontftrate to us, that the bulk
of this fabulous hero was equal to his extrava-
gant enterprifes and his marvellous exploits. And
pray Sir, what may be the refult of your enquiry
at laft? I {fuppofe, you can now tell me exactly

to a hair’s breadth, how tall Hercules was. The

refult of my enquiry, replied the Philofopher,
is thiss and it is 4 conclufion of greater ufe and
importance, than you feem to expect from it;
that if you will always eftimate the labours of
the philofopher, the defigns of the patriot, and
the a&tions of the hero, by the ftandard of your
own narrow conceptions, you will ever be greatly
miftaken in your judgment concerning them.

Ryl BELTE X,

T he Bear.

Bear who was bred in the favage deflarts of

Siberia, had an inclination to {ee the world.
He travelled from foreft to foreft, and from one
kingdom to another, making many profound
obfervationsin his way. Among the reft of his
excurtions, he came by accident into a farmer’s
yard, where he faw a number of poultry ftand-

ng
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ing to drink by the fide of a pool. Obferving
that after every fip they turned up. their heads
toward the fky, he could not forbear enquiring
the reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony. They told
him, that it was by way of returning thanks to
heaven for the benefits they received; and was
indeed an ancient and religious cuftom, which
they could not, with a fafe confcience, or with-
out impiety, omit. Here the Bear burlt into a
fitof laughter, at once mimicking their geftures,
and ridiculing their fuperftition, in the moft
contemptuous manner. On this, the Cock,
with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs of his cha-
rafter, addrefled him in the following words.
As you are a ftranger, Sir, you perhaps may be
excufed the indecency of this behaviour; yet
give me leave to tell you, that none but a Bear
would ridicule any religious ceremonies whatfo-
ever, in the prefence of thofe who believe them
of importance.

P A Bk B o X
T he Stork and the Crow.

Stork and a Crow had once a ftrong conten-
tion, which of them ftood higheft in the
favour of Jupiter. The Grow alledged his fkill
in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, and
K o his

J
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his great ufe to the priefts of that deity in all
their facrifices and religious ceremonies.’ The
Stork urged only his blamelefs life, the carc he
took to preferve his offspring, and the afliftance
he lent his parents under the infirmities of age.
Tt happened, as it generally does in religious
difputes, that neither of them could confute the
other; fo they both agreed to refer the decifion
to Jupitet himfelf. On their joint application,

- the god determined thus between them. Let

none of my creatures defpair of my regard: I
know their weaknefs; I pity their errors; and
whatever is well meant, I accept as it was in-
tended. Yet facrifices or ceremonics are in them-
Jelves of no importance, and every attempt to
penctrate the counfels of the gods, is altogether
as vain as it is prefumptuous: but he who pays
to Jupiter a jult honour and reverence, who leads
the moft temperate life, and who does the molt
good in proportion to his abilities; as he beft
anfwers the end of his creation, will afluredly
ftand higheft in the favour of his creator.

FABLE
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Fid: B L.E.wsXI¥:
Echo and the Owl.

" YHE vain hear the flatteries of theirown ima-

gination, and fancy them to be the voice
of fame,

A folemn Owl puffed up with vanity, fate re-
peating her [creams at midnight, from the hollow
of a blafted oak. And whence, cryed fhe, pro-
ceeds this awful filence, unlefs it be to favour my
fuperior melody ? Surely the groves are hufht
in expe&tation of my voice, and when I fing, all
nature liftens. An Echo refounding from an
adjacent rock, replied immediately, **all nature
liftens.”” The nightingale, refumed fhe, has
ufurped the fovereignty by night: ker note indeed
is mufical, but mine is {fweeter far. The voice
confirming her opinion, replied again, ‘‘is
fweeter far.”” Why then am I difhident, con-
tinued fhe, why do I fear to join the tuneful
choir? The Echo ftill flattering her vanity re-
peated, “ join the tuneful choir. ”"Roufed by this
empty phantom of encouragement, fhe on the
morrow mingled her hootings with the harmony
of the groves. But the tuneful fongfters, dif-
gufted with her noife, and affronted by her im-

K4 pudence,
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pudence, unanimoufly drove her from their {o-
ciety, and fhill continue to purfue her where-
ever fhe appears.

A B R XI.

Prometheus.

ROMETHEUS formed man of the fineft
clay, and animated his work with fire ftolen
from heaven. He endowed him with all the fa-
culties that are to be found amongfl the animal
creation: he gave him the courage of the lion,
the fubtlety of the fox, the providence of the
ant, and the induflry of thebee; and he enabled
him, by the fuperiority of his underflanding, to
fubdue them all, and to make them fubfervient
to his ufe and pleafure. He difcovered to him
the metals hidden in the bowels of the earth,
and thewed him their feveral ufes. He inftru&ed
him in every thing that might tend to cultivate
and civilize human life: he taught him to till
the ground, and to improve the fertility of na-
ture; to build houfes, to cover himfelf with
garments, and to defend himfelf againft the in-
clemencies of the air and the feafons; to com-
pound medicines of falutary herbs, to heal
wounds, and to cure difeafes ; to conftru fhips,
to crofs the feas, and to communicate to every
country
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country the riches of all. In a word, he indued
him with {enfe and memory, with fagacity and
invention, with art and fcience: and to crown
all, he gave him an infight into futurity. But,
alas! thislatter gift, inftead of improving, wholly
deftroyed the proper effet of all the former.
Furnifhed with all the means and inftruments of
happinefs, man neverthelefs was miferable;
through the knowledge and dread of future evil,
he was incapable of enjoying prefent good. Pro-
metheus faw, and immediately refolved to re-
medy this inconvenience : he effe@ually reftored
man to a capacity of happinefs, by depriving
him of prefcience, and giving himkope in its ftead.

F ALB 1. BgR 28N,

Momus.

? IS faid that Momus was perpetually blam-

ing and ridiculing whatever he faw. Even
the works of the gods themfelves could not efcape
his univerfal cenfure. The eyes of the bull, he
faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, that they could
not dire@t his horns in putfhing at his enemies.
The houfes which Minerva had inftrufted men
to build, were contrived {o very injudicioufly,
that they could not be removed from a bad neigh-
bourhood, nor from any other inconvenience.

in
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In fhort, the frame of man himfelf was in Ais
opinion extremely defeftive; having no window
in his bofom, that might demonftrate his fince-
rity, or betray his wicked purpofes and prevent
their execution. Thefe and many other faults
were found in - the produdtions of nature; but
when he furveyed. the works of art, there was
no end of his altercation. Jupiter, being re-
folved to try how far his malice would proceed,
fent his daughter Venus to defire that he would
give his opinion of her beauty. She appeared
accordingly before the churlifh god, trembling
at the apprehenfion of his known feverity. He
examined her proportions with all the rigour of
an envious critic. But herfhapeand complexion
were fo ﬁriking, and her fmiles and graces fo
very engaging, that. he found it impoflible to
give the leaft colour to any objection he could
make. Yet, to fhew how hard malevolence will
ftruggle for a cavil; ‘as the was retiring from his
prefence, he begged fhe would acquaint her fa-
ther, that whatever graces might be in her mo-
tion, yet—her flippers were too noify.

FABLE
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EA B L E. 28

T'he Buiterfly, the Snail, and the Bee.

A Butterfly proudly perched ot the gawdy

leaves of a French marygold, was boafting
the vaft extent and variety of his travels. Thave
ranged, faid he, over the graceful and majeftic
fcenes of * Hagley, and‘have feafted my eyes with
elegance and variety at T The Leafowes. I have
wandered through regions of Eglantine and Ho-
ney-fuckle, I have revelled in'-”kiﬂ"es on beds of
Violets and cowllips, and have enjoyed the de-
licious fragrance of Rofes and Garnations. In
{hort, my fancy unbounded, and my flights un-
reflrained, I have vifited with perfect freedom
a1l the flowers of the field or garden, and muft
be allowed to know the world, in a fuperlative
degree.

A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders
on a cabbage-leaf, was ftruck with admiration;
and concluded him, from all this experience, to
be the wifelt of animal creation.

It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation
on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, and having
heard

*Lord Lyttelton’s. T Mr. Shenftone’s.
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heard our oftentatious vagrant, reprimanded
him in this manner. Vain, empty flutterer,
faid fhe,  whom infitruction cannot 1MpProve, nor
experience itfelf enlighten ! Thou haft rambled
over the world; wherein does thy knowledge
of it confift > Thou haft feen variety of objedts;
what conclufions haft thou drawn from them ?
Thou haft tafted of every amufement; haft thou
extracted any thingforufe? I too am a traveller:
go and look into myhive; and let my treafures
itimate to thee, that the end of travelling 1s, to
collet ‘materials either for the ufe and emolu-
ment of private life, or for the advantage of the
commumty.

B AR B X\,

T he Tuber(yé and the Sun-flower.

Tuberofe in'a bow-window on the north-

fide of a ftately villa, addrefled a Sun-flower
which grew on a flope, that was contiguous to
the houfe. Pray, fays he, neighbour Turnfole,
to what purpofe do you pay all this devotion ta
that hctitious deity of yours, the Sun? Why
are you continually diftorting your body, and
cafting up your eyes to that glaring luminary ?
What {uperftition induces you to think, that we
flowers exift only through hisinfluence? Both
you

s
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you and I are furely indebted to the hot-bed, and
to the diligence of the gardiner, for our produc-
tion and fupport. For my part, I fhall referve
my homage, together with my fweets, for that
benevolent mafter who is continually watering
and refrething me: nor do I defire ever to fee
the face of that Sun you fo vainly idolize, while
I can enjoy the cool fthade of this magnificent {a-
loon. Truce with thy blafphemies, replied the
Sun-flower: why doft thou revile that glorious
being, who difpenfes life and vigour, not only
to us, but to every part of the creation? With-
out this, alas ! how ineffe@ual were the fkill and
vigilance of thy boafted mafter, either to fup-
port thy tender frame, or even to preferve his
own! But this mult ever be the cafe with fuch
contrafled underftandings: fufficient, indeed, to
point out our more immediate benefa&tors, with-
out regarding the original fource, from which
all beneficence proceeds.

b AuB ol B X VL

The Magpye and the Raven.
I’Iﬂ HERE was a certain Magpye, more buly

and more loquacious than any of his tribe.

His tongue was in perpetual motion, and him-
felf continually upon the wing; fluttering from
place
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Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I fhall be at ail
times glad to receive you in my old-fafhioned
way; but you and I {hould certainly prove mott
unfuitable companions. Your whole ambition
is to thinein company, and to recommend your-
{elf to the world by univerfal complaifance;
whereas my greateft happinefs confifts in eafeand
privacy, and the fele@ converfation of a few
whom I efteem. I prefer a good heart to the
moft voluble tongue; and tho’ much obliged
to you for the politenefs of your profeffions, yet
I fee your benevolence divided among {o nume-
rous an acquaintance, that a very flender fhare of
it can remain for thofe you are pleafed to ho-
nour with the name of friend.

FTA B.L FEosXNMEI

T'he Diamond and the Loadflone.

Diamond of 01e"ttbcauty and luftre, obferv-

ing, not only many other gems of a lower
clafs ranged together with him in the fame ca-
binet, but a Loadftone likewife placed not far
from himj began to queftion the latter how he
came there; and what pretenfions he had to be
ranked among the precious ftones: he, who ap-
peared to be no better than a mere flint; a {orry,
coarfe, rufty-looking pebble; without any the

lealt
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lealt thining quality to advance him to fuch an
honour: and concluded with defiring him to
keep his diftance, and pay a proper refpect to
his fuperiors. I find, faid the Loadftone, you
judge by external appearances; and it is your
intereft, that others fhould form their judgment
by the fame rule. I muft own Ihave nothing to
boaft of in that refpe&; but I may venture to
fay, that'I make amends for my outward defedts,
by my inward qualities. The great improvement
of navigation in thefe latter ages is intirely owing
to mes: It is owing to me, that the diftant parts
of the world are known and acceflible to each
other; that the remoteft nations are conneted
together, and all in a manner united into one
common {ociety; that by a mutual intercourfe
they relieve one another’s wants, and all enjoy
the feveral bleflings peculiar to each.  Great
Britain 1s'indebted to me for her wealth, her
{plendour, and her power; and the arts and fci-
ences are in a great meafure obliged to me for
theirlate improvements, and their continual in-
creafe. 1 am willing to allow you your due
praife in 1ts full extent; you are a very pretty
bawble; I am mightily delighted to fee you
glitter and {parkle; I look upon you with plea-
fure and furprife: but I muft be convinced that
you are of fome fort of ufe, before I acknow-

ledge
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ledge that you have any real merit, or treat you
with that refpe@ which you {eem to demand.

Folo B loEes XIX.

T he Boy and the Nettle.

Little Boy playing in the fields, chanced to

be ftung by a Nettle, and came crying to
his father: he told him, he had been hurt by
that nafty weed feveral times before; that he was
always afraid of it: and that now he did but
juft touch it, as lightly as poffible, when he
was fo feverely ftung. Child, faid he, your
touching it fo gently and timoroufly is the very
reafon of its hurting you. A Nettle may be
handled fafely, if you do it with' courage and
refolution: if you feize it boldly, and gripe it
faft, be affured it will never fting you; and you
will meet with many forts of perfons, as well as
things in the world, which ought to be treated
in the very fame manner.

Fodo B dal 20 X0

T he Monfter in the Sun.

AN Aftronomer was obferving the Sun thro’
aTelefcope, in order to take an exa& draught

of the feveral fpots, which appear upon the face
of
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ofit. While he was intent upon his obferva-
tions, he was on a fudden furprifed with a new
and aftonifhing appearance; a large portion of
the furface of the Sun was at once covered by a
Monfter of enormous fize, and horrible form; it
had an immenfe pair of wings, a great number
of legs, and a long and vaft probolcis; and that
it was alive, was very apparent, from its quick
and violent motions, which the obferver could,
from time to time, plainly perceive. Being fure
of the fa&, (for how could he be miftaken in
what he faw fo clearly ?) our Philofopher began
to draw many furprifing conclufions from pre-
mifes fo well eftablifhed. He calculated the mag-
nitude of this extraordinary animal ; and found
that he covered about two {quare degrees of the
Sun’s furface; that placed upon the earth he
would fpread over half one hemefphere of it; and
that he was feven or eight times as big as the
moon. But what was moft aftonithing, was the
prodigious heat that he muft endure: it was
plain that he was fomething of the nature of the
{alamander, but of a far more fiery temperament;
for it was demoftrable from_the cleareft princi-
ples, that in his prefent fituation he muft have
acquired a degree of heat two thoufand times ex-
ceeding that of red-hot iron. It was a Problem

worth confidering, whether he fubfifted upon
the
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the grofs vapours of the Sun, and fo from time
to time cleared away thofe {pots which they are
perpetually forming, and which would otherwife
wholly obfcure and incruftate its face; orwhether
it might not feed on the folid fubftance of the
orbiitfelf, which by this means, together with
the conftant expence of light, muft foon be ex-
haufted and confumed; or whether he was not
now and then fupplied by the falling of fome
eccentric Gomet into the Sun. However this
might be, he found by computation, that the
earth would be but thort allowance for him for
a few months: and farther, it was no improba-
ble conjelture, -that-as the earth was deftined to
be deftroyed by fire, this fiery flying Monfter
would remove hither at the appointed time, and
might much more eafily and conveniently effe&
a conflagration, than any other Comet, hither-
to provided for that fervice. In the earneft pur-
fuit of thefe, and many the like deep and cu-
rious fpeculations, the Aftronomer was engaged,
and was preparing to.communicate them to the
public. ' In the mean time, the difcovery began
to be much talked of; all the virtuofi gathered to-
gether to {fee fo firange a fight. They were'equally
convinced of the accuracy of the 'obfervation, and
of the conclufions fo clearly deduced from it. At
laft, one, more cautious than the reft; was re-

L folved,
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{olved, before he gave a full aflent to the report
of his fenfes, to examine the whole procefs of
the affair, and all the parts of the inftrument:
he opened the Telefcope, and behold! a fmall
Fly was inclofed in it, which having fettled on
the center of the obje&t-glafs, had given occa-
fion to all this marvellous Theory.

How often do men, thro’ prejudice and pal-
fion, thro’ envy and malice, fixupon the bright-
eft and moft exalted charatters, the grofleft and
moft improbable imputations. It behoves us
upon fuch occafions to be upon our guard, and
to fufpend our judgments; the fault perhaps
is not in the objeél, but in the mind of the ob-
{ferver.

LoAR Lt XXE

T he difcontented Bee.

A Bee complained to Jupiter, of the numerous
evils to which her condition was expofed.
Her body, fhe faid, was weak and feeble, yet
was fhe condemned to get her living by perpe-
tual toil ; the was benumbed by the cold of win-
ter, and relaxed by the heat of fummer. Her
haunts were infefted with poifonous weeds, and
her flights obftructed by ftorms and tempefts. In

fhort,
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fhort, what with dangers from without, and dif-
cafes from within, her life was rendered one con-
tinual {cene of anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold
now, faid Jupiter, the frowardnefs and folly of
this unthankful race! The flowers of the field I
have fpread before them as a feaft, and have en-
deavoured to regale them with an endlefs variety.
They now revel on odoriferous beds of thyme
and lavender, and now on the ftill more frag-
rant banks of violets and rofes. The bufinefs they
complain of, is the extraction of honey; and, to
alleviate their toil, I have allowed them wings,
which readily tranfport them from one banquet
to another. Storms, tempefts, and noxious
weeds, I have given them fagacity to thun; and
if ever they are mifled, ’tis thro’ the preverfenels
of their inclinations. = But thus it is with Bees,
and thus with Men: they mifconflrue the bene-
volence of my defigns, and then complain that
my decrees are rigid : they ungratefully overlook
all the advantages, and magnify all the incon-
veniences of their ftation. But let my creatures
purfue their happinefs, thro’ the paths marked
out by nature; and they will then feel no pains,
which they have not pleafures to compenfate.

L3 FABLE
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E AB EH  XXIL.
The Snipe Shooter.v

AS a {fportfman ranged the fields with his gun,
attended by an experienced old Spaniel, he
happened to {pring a Snipe; and almoft at the
fame inftant, a covey of Partridges. Surprifed
at the accident, and divided in his aim, he let
fly too indeterminately, and by this means miffed
them both. Ah; my good Mafter, {aid the Spa-
niel, you fhould never have two aims at once.
Had you not been dazzled and feduced by the
extravagant hope of Partridge, you would moft

probably have fecured your Snipe.

F A:B:LE XXIII.

T he Beggar and his Dog.

Beggar and his Dog fate at the gate of a
noble Courtier, and were preparing to make

a meal on a bowl of fragments from the Kitchen-
maid. A poor Dependant of his Lordfhip’s, who
had been fharing the fingular favour of a dinner
at the fteward’s table, was ftruck with their ap-
pearance, and ftopped a little to obferve them.
The Beggar, hungry and voracious as any Cour-
tier in Chriftendom, feized with greedinefs the
choiceft
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this: the hour of my departure, to {pread thy
peftilential influence, and taint the beauties of
the creation. Enjoy for a fhort fpace thenotable
triumphs of thy malignity. I {hall return again
with the morning, repair thy mifchiefs, and put
an end to thy exiftence. May the Slanderer in
thy fate difcern his own, and be warned to dread
the return of the Truth.

FABLE XXV.
Love and Folly.

IN the moft early flate of things, and among
the eldeft of beings, exifted that God, as the
poets entitle him, orrather that Demon, as Plato
calls him, whofe name is Love. He was aflift-
ing to the father of the Gods in reducing Chaos
into order, in eftablithing the harmony of the uni-
verfe, and inregulating and putting in execution
the laws, by which the operations of nature are
performed, and the frame of the world fubfifts.
Univerfal good feemed to be his only ftudy, and
he was the fupreme delight both of Gods and
men. But in procefs of time, amonglother dif-
orders that arofe in the univerfe, it'appeared,
that Love began to deviate very often from what
had feemed, till now, to behis chief purfuit: he
would raife frequent difturbances and confufion

n
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in the courfe of nature; though it was always
under the pretence of maintaining order and
agreement. It feems he had entered into a very
intimate acquaintance with a perfon, who had
but lately made her appearance in the world.
This perfon was Folly, the daughter of Pride
and Ignorance. They were often together, and,
as often as they were, {ome mifchiefwas fure to
be the confequence. By degrees he introduced
her into the heavens; where it was their great
joy by various artifices to lead the Gods into
{uch mealures, asinvolved them in many incon-
veniences, and expofed them to much ridicule.
They deluded them all in their turns, except
Minerva, the only divinity that efcaped their
wiles.. Even Jupiter himfelf was induced by
them to take fome fteps not at all fuitable to the
dignity of his charater. Folly had gotten the
intire afcendant over her companion; however,
fhe was refolved to make {till more fure of him,
and engrofs him wholly to herfelf: with this de-
fign fhe infufed a certain intoxicating juice into
hisne&ar, the effects of which were fo powerful,
that in the end it utterly deprived him of his
fight. Love was too much prejudiced in her fa-
vour, to happrehend her to be the caufe of his
misfortune ; nor indeed did he {eem to be in the
leaft {fenfible of his condition. But his mother

Venus
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Venus foon found it out: and in the excefs of
her grief and rage carried her complaint to Ju-
piter, conjuring him to punifh the {orcerefs, who
had blinded her fon. Jupiter, willing to clear
the heavens of fuch troublefome company, called
both parties before him, and inquired into their
conduct. after :a full hearing, he determined,
that Folly thould make fome fort of reparation
for the injury done to Love: and being refolved
to punifh both for the many irregularities which
they had lately introduced, he condemned Love
to wander about the earth, and ordered Folly
to be his guide.

FABLE XXVIL
The Eclipfe.

N E day when the Moon was under an

Ecliple, the complained thus to the Sun of
the dilcontinuance of his favours. My deareft
friend, faid fthe, why do you not fhine upon me
as you ufed to do? Do I not fhine upon thee?
{aid the Sunj; Iam very fure that I intend it. O
no, replies the Moon, but I now perceive the
reafon. I {ee that dirty planet, the Earth, is
got between us.

The
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The good influences of the great world would
perhaps be more diffufive, were it not for their
mifchievous dependants, who are {o frequently
fuffered to interpofe.

T A B R XVIL
The Boy and. the Butterfly.

Boy, greatly fmitten with the colours of a

Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flower
with indefatigable pains. Firft he aimed to fur-
prife it among the leaves of a rofe; then to co-
ver it with his hat, as it was feeding on a daify;
now hoped to fecure it, as it refted on a {prig of
myrtle; and now grew fure of his prize, per-
ceiving it loiter on a bed of violets. But the
fickle Fly, continually changing one bloflom
foranother, ftill eluded his attempts. At length,
obferving it half buried in the cup of a tulip, he
rufhed forward, and fnatching it with violence,
cruthed it all to pieces. Thedying infed, feeing
the poor Boy fomewhat chagrined at his difap-
pointment, addrefled him with all the calmnefs
of a ftoic, in the following manner.—Behold,
now the end of thy unprofitable follicitude ! and
learn, for the benefit of thy future life, that all
pleafure is but a painted Butterfly : which, al-

though it may ferve to amufe thee in the pur-
fuit,
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fuit, if embraced with too much ardour, will

: ‘peri{h in thy grafp. »
FARIL E BXVIEL

i be Toad and Ephemeron.

AS fome workmen were digging marble in a

mountain of Scythia, they difcerned a Toad
of an enormous fize in the midft of a folid rock.
They were very much furprifed at fo uncommon
an appearance, and the more they confidered the
circumftances of it, the more their wonder in-
creafed. It was hard to conceive by what means
this creature had preferved life and received
nourifhment in fo narrow a prifon; and ftill
more difficult to account for his birth and ex-
iftence in a place fo totally inacceffible to all of
his fpecies. They could conclude no other,
than that he was formed together with the rock
in which he had been bred, and was coeval with
the mountain itfelf. While they were purfuing
thefe {peculations, the Toad fate fwelling and
bloating, till he was ready to burft with pride
and felf-importance; to which at laft he thus gave
vent :—Yes, fays he, you behold in me a {peci-
men of the Antediluvian race of animals. 1 was
begotten before the flood; and who is there
among the prefent upftart race of martals, that

{hall
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~ fhall dare to contend with me in nobility of birth,
or dignity of charatter? An Ephemeron, {prung
that morning from the river Hypams as he was
flying about g s place to place,’ chanced to be
prefent, and obferved all that pafled with great
attention and curiofity. Vain boafter, fays he,
what foundation haft thou for pride, cither in
thy defcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy
life, becaufe it hath beenlong? What good quali-
ties haft thou received from thy anceftors? Infig-
nificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufélefs to others,
thowart almoft as infenfible as the block in which
thou waft bred. Even I, that had my birth only
from the fcum of the neighbouring river, at the
rifing of this day’s fun, and who {hall die at ity
fettlncr have more reafon to applaud my condi-
tion, than thou haft to be proud of thine. Ihave
enjoyed the warmth of the {un; 'the light of the
day, and the purity of the air: I have ﬂown from
fiream to fiream, from tree to tree, and fromthe
plain to the mountain : I have provided forpol-
terity, and fhall leave behind/ me 'a numerous
offsprmo to people the next age of to-morrow:

in fhort, I have fulfilled all thc ends of my be-
ing, and I have been happy.. My whole life,
’tis true, is but of twelve hours: but even one
hour of it is to be preferred to a thoufand years

of
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of mere exiftence: which have been fpent, like
thine, in floth, ignorance, and flupidity.

FiAeBld B i X I X
T he Peacock.

"I"HE Peacock, who at firft was diftinguifhed
only by a creft of feathers, preferred a peti-
~ tion to Juno, that he might be honoured alfo

with a train. As the bird was a particular favour-
ite, Juno readily enough aflented ; and his train
was ordered to furpafs that of every fowl in the
creation. The Minion, confcious of his fuperb
appearance, thought it requifite to affume a pro-
portionable dignity of gait and manners, = The
common poultry -of the farm-yard were quite
aftonifhed at his magnificence; and even the
pheafants themlfelves, beheld him with an eye
of envy.—But when he attempted to fly, he per-
ceived himfelf to have facrificed all his adivity to
oftentation; and that he was encumbered by the
pomp in which he placed his glory.

FABLE
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E < Al et v XXX
The Fly in St, Paul’s Cupola.

AS a Fly wascrawling leifurely up one of the

olumns of St. Paul's Cupola, the often
ftopped, furveyed,  examined, and at laft broke
forth into the following exclamation. Strange!
that any one who pretended to be an artift, thould
ever leave fo {uperb a ftruture, with fo many
roughnefles unpolithed ! Ah, my friend ! faid a
very learned architeét, who hung in his web under
one of the capitals, you fhould never decide of
things beyond the extent of your capacity. This
lofty building was not erefed for fuch diminu-
tive animals as you or I; but for a certain fort
of creatures, who are at leaft ten thoufand times
as large:. to their eyes, it is very poflible, thefe
columns may feem as {fmooth, as to you appear
the wings of your favourite Miftrefs.

F-A'B L. E. .+ XXXT,
T he Elm-tree and the Vine.

AN extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious
of independency, and fond of rambling at
large, delpifed the alliance of a ftately Elm that
grew neary and courted her embraces. Having

rifen
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rifen to fome {mall height without any kind of
fupport, fhe fhot forth her flimfey branches to a
very uncommon and fuperfluous length ; calling
on her neighbour to take notice how little fhe
wanted  his afliftance. = Poor infatuated fhrub,
replied the Elm, how inconfiftent is thy conduét!
Would'ft thou be trulyindependent, thou fhould’ft
carefully apply thofe juices to the enlargementof
thy ftem, which thou lavifheft in vain upon unne-
ceflary foliage. I fhortly fhall behold thee grove-
ling onthe ground; yet countenanced, indeed,
by many of the human race, who, intoxicated
withvanity, havedefpiled ceconomy ; and who,
to fupport for a moment their empty boaft of in-
dependence, have exhaulfted the very fource of it
in frivolous expences.

FioA §By ik e X X X1,

T he Lauruflinus and the Rofe-tree.

N the quarters of a fhrubbery, where decidu-
ous plantsand ever-greens were intermingled
with an air of negligence, it happened that a
Rofe grew not farfrom a Lauruftinus. The Rofe,
enlivened by the breath of June, and attired in
all its gorgeous blofloms, looked with much con-
tempt on the Lauruftinus ; who had nothing to
difplay but the dufky verdure of itsleaves. What
a
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a wretched neighbourhood, cryed fhe, is this!
and how unworthy to partake the honour of my
company ! Better to bloom and die in the de-
fert, than to aflociate myfelf here with fuch low
and dirty vegetables. And is this my lot at laft,
whom every nation has agreed to honour, and
every Poet confpired to reverence, as the un-
doubted fovereign of the field and garden? If I
really am fo, let my fubjedts, at leaft, keep their
diftance, and let a circle remain vacant round
me, {uitable to the ftate my rank requires. Here,
Gardiner, bring thy hatchet; prithee cut down
this Lauruftinus ; or at leaft remove it to its pro-
per fphere. Be pacified, my lovely Rofe, re-
plied the Gardiner; enjoy thy fovercignty with
moderation. and thou fhalt receive all the ho-
mage which thy beauty can require. But remem-
ber that in winter, when neither thou nor any
of thy tribe produce one flower or leaf to chear
me, this faithful {hrub, which ‘thou defpifeit,
will become the glory of my garden. Prudence
therefore, as well as gratitude, is concerned, in
the prote@ion of a friend, #hat will fhew his

Friendfhip in adverfity.

M FABLE
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FABLE XXXIII
T'he Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree.
r'[‘HE Senfitive Plant being brought out of

the greenhoufe on a fine fummer’s day, and
placed in a beautiful grove, adorned with the
fineft foreft trees and the moft curious plants, be-
gan to give himfelf great airs, and to treat all
that were about him with much petulance and
difdain. Lord! fays fhe, how could the Gar-
diner think offetting me among a parcel of Trees ;
grofs, inanimate things, mere vegetables, and
perfe ftocks! Sure he does not take me for a
common plant, when he knows, that I have the
fenfe of feeling in a more exquifite degree than
he has himfelf. It really fhocks me to fee into
what wretched low company he has introduced
me: ’tis more than the delicacy of my conftitu-
tion, and the extreme tendernefs of my nerves,
can bear. Pray, Mrs. Acacia, ftand a little far-
ther off, and don’t perfume quite fo much upon
your idle pretence of being my coufin. Good
Mr. Citron, keep your diftance, I befeech you;
your ftrong {cent quite overpowers me. Friend
Palm-tree, your offenfive fhade is really more
than I am able to fupport. The lofty Palm-tree,
tho’ little moved by fo unmannerly an attack,
condelcended
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ORIGINTEL W A BILES 163
condefcended to rebuke the impertinent creature
in the following manner. Thou vegetable frib-
ble! Learn to know thylelf, and thy own worth-
leflnefs and infignificancy. Thou valueft thyfelf
on a vicious foftnefs, a falfe delicacy, the very
defe@ and imbecility of thy nature. What art
thou good for, that fhrinkeft at a touch, and
droopelt at a breath of air; feeble and barren,
a perpetual torment to thyfelf, and wholly ufe-
lefs to others. Whereas we, whom thou treat-
eft with fuch difdain, make a grateful return to
man for his care of us : fome of us yield him fruit;
others are ferviceable to him by their firength
and firmnefs ; we thade him from the heat of the
fun, and we defend him from theviolence of the
winds. I am particularly diftinguifhed for my
hardinefs and perfeverance, my fteadinefs and
conftancy: and on account of thefe very quali-
ties which thou wanteft and affefeft to defpife,
have the honour to be made the emblem of con-
queft, and the reward of the Conqueror.

FABLE XXXIV.

The Tentyriécs and the Ichneumon.

A Crocodile of prodigious fize, and uncom-
mon fiercenels, infefted the banks of the
Nile, and {pread delolation through all the neigh-

M 2 bouring
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bouring country. He {feized the fhepherd to-
gether with the fheep, and devoured the herdfman
as well as the cattle. Emboldened by fuecefs,
and the terror which prevailed wherever he ap-
peared, he ventured to carry his incurfions even
into the ifland of Tentyra, and to brave the peo-
ple,-who boalt themfelves the only tamers of his
race. The Tentyrites themfelves were ftruck
with horror, at the appearance of a monfter {o
much morte terrible than they had ever feen be-
fore: even the boldeft of them dared not to at-
tack him openly ; and themoft experienced long
endeavoured with all their art and addrefls to
furprife him, but in vain. As they were con-
fulting together, what they fhould do in thefe
circumftances, an Ichneumon ftepped forth, and
thus addreffed them. I perceive your deftrefs,
deighbours: and tho’ I cannot aflift you in the
prefent difficulty, yet give meleave to offer you
fome advice that may be of ufe to you for the
future. A littlesprudence is worth all your art
and your courage: it may be glorious to over-
come a great evil, but the wifeft way is to pre-
vent it. You defpife the Crocodile while he 1s
{mall and weak ; and do not fufficiently confider,
that, ashe is a long-lived animal, fo ’tis his pe-
culiar property to grow as long as he lives. You
fee I am a poor, little, feeble creature; yet am I

much
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much more terrible to the Crocodile, and more

~ufeful to the country, than you are. I attack

himin the egg; and while you are contriving
for months together, how to get the better of
one Crocodile, and all to no purpole, I effe@u-
ally deftroy fifty of them in a day. :

F/ACB A Bl XEXV]

T'he Tulip and the Rofe.
A Tulip and a Rofe happened to be near neigh-

bours in the fame garden. They were both
indeed extremely beautiful; yet the Rofe en-
gaged confiderably more than an equal fhare of
the gardiner’s attention. Enamoured, as in truth
he was, of the delicious odour it diffufed ; he
appeared, in the eye of the Tulip to be always
kifling and carefling it. ~ The envy and jealoufy
of rival beauties are not eafily to be concealed.
The Tulip, vain of its external charms, and un-
able to bear the thoughtof being forfaken for
another, remontftrated in thefe words againft the
Gardiner’s partiality. Why are my beauties thus
negledted? Are not my colours more bright,
more various, and more inviting, than any which
that red-faced Thing has to difplay ? Why then
is fhe to engrofs your whole affeGtion, and thus
for ever to be preferred?—Be not diffatisfied,
M3 my



166 ORIGINAL FABLES.

my fair Tulip, faid the Gardiner, I acknowledge
thy beauties, and admire them as they deferve.
But there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch
attra&ive odours, fuch internal charms, that I
enjoy a banquet in their fragrance, which no
mere beauty can pretend to furnifh.

FoALBAGE » XXXVE
The Woodcock and the Mallard.

Woodcock and a Mallard were feeding to-

gether in fome marfhy ground at the tail of
amill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamifhWoodcock,
in what a voracious and beaftly manner do you
devourall that comes before you! Neither fnail,
frog, toad, nor any kind of filth, can elcape the
fury of your enormous appetite. All alike goes
down, without meafure and without diftinéion.—
What an odious vice is Gluttony!

Good-lack! Replied the Mallard, pray how
came you to be my accufer? And whence has
your exceflive delicacy aright to cenfuremy plain
eating ? Is it a crime to fatisfy one’s hunger? Or
is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleafed with
she food which nature offers us ? Surely I would
foonerbe charged with gluttony, than with that
finical and fickly appetite, on which you are

pleafed
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pieafed to ground your fuperiority of fafle.—
What a filly vice is Daintinefs.

Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpective
paflions, our epicures parted with a mutual con-
tempt. The Mallard hafting to devour fome gar-
bage, which was in reality a bait, immediately
gorged an hook thro’ mere greedinefs and over-
fight : while the Woodcock, flying thro’ a glade,
in order to feek his favourite juices, was en-
tangled in a net, {pread acrofs it for that pur-
pole: falling each of them a facrifice to their
different, but equal, foibles.

FABLE XXXVIIL
T he two Trouts and the Gudgeon.

Fifherman, in the month of May, {tood an- .
gling on the banks of Thames, with an
artificial fly. He threw his bait with fo much
art, that a young Trout was rufhing towards it,
when fhe was prevented by her mother. Never,
faid fhe, my child, be too precipitate, where
there is a poflibility of danger. Take due time
to conlfider, before you rifk an action that maybe
fatal. How know you whether yon appearance
be indeed a fly, or the {nare of an enemy ?—Let
fome one elfe make the experiment before you.
M 4 If
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If it be a fly, he very probany will elude the firft
attack : and then the fecond may be made; 3if
not with fuccefs, at leaft with fafety.—She had
no fooner uttered this caution, than a Gudgeon
feized upon the pretended fly, and became an
example to the giddy daughter, of the great im-
portance of her mother’s counfel.

FABLE XXXVIII
» The Stars and the Sky-Rocket.

S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afcended
thro’ the air, and obferved the {lream of
light that diftinguifhed his paflage, hecould not
forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling
upon the Stars to do him revercnce. Behold,
faid he, what gazing multitudes admire the luftre
of my train, whilft all your feeble fparks of light
pafs unobferved, or difregarded: The Stars
heard his empty boaft with a filent indignation:
the Dog-Star only vouchfafed to anfwer him.
How weak are they, faid he, who value them-
feves on the voice of popularapplaufe! "Tis true,
the novelty of thy appearance may procure to
thee more admiration than is allotted to our daily
courfe, although indeed a lafting miracle. ~But
donot eftimate thy importance by the capricious
fancy of illjudging mortals. Know thyfelf to be
the
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the ufelefs pageant, the frail produion of a
mortal hand. Eyen while I {peak, thy blaze is
extinguifhed, and thou art funk into oblivion.
We, on the other hand, were lighted up by hea-
ven, for the advantage of mankind; and our
glory fhall endure for ever. ;

FABLE XXXIX.:

T he Farmer and his three Enemaies.

A Wolf, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one
evening to be foraging in differentparts of
a Farmer’s yard. Their firft effort was pretty
fucceflsful, and they returned in fafety to their
{everal quarters: however not fo happy, as to,
be unperceived by the Farmer’s watchful eye;
who, placing feveral kinds of fnares, made each
of them his prifoner in the next attempt. He
firft took the Hare to talk, who confefled fhe had
eaten a few turnip-tops, merely to fatisfy her
hunger: belought him piteoufly to {pare her life,
and promifed never to enter his grounds again.
He then accofted the Fox; who ina fawning ob-
fequious tone, protefted, that he came into his
premifes, thro’ no other motive, than pure good-
will, to reftrain the Hares and other vermin from
the plunder of his corn; and that, whateverevil
tongues might fay, he had too great a regard,

both
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both for him and for juftice; to be in the leaft
capable of any difhoneft a&tion. He laft of all
examined the Wolf, what bufinefs brought him
within the purlieus of a Farmer's yard. The
Wolf very impudently declared, it was with a
view of deftroying his lambs, to which he had
an undoubted right : that the Farmer himfelf was
the only felon, who robbed the community of
Wolves of what was meant to be their proper
food. That this, at leaft, was his opinion: and
what ever fate attended him, he fhould not fcru-
ple to rifque his life in the purfuit of his law-
ful prey.

The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter-
mined the caufe in the following manner. The
Hare, faid he, deferves compaflion, for the pe-
nitence he thews, and the humble confeflion he
has made:—As for the Fox and Wolf, let them
be hanged together; their crimes themfelves alike
deferve it, and areequally heightened by the ag-
gravations of hypocrify and of impudence.

FABLE
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FiA Bl E& X1
T he Snail and the Statue.

Statue of the Medicean Venus was erected in

a grove, facred to beauty and the fine atts.
Its modeft attitude, its elegant proportions, af-
fited by the fituation in which it was placed,
attrackted the regard of everydelicate obferver.—
A Snail, who had fixed himfelf beneath the
moulding of the pedellal, beheld with an evil
eye the admiration it excited. Accordingly,
watching his opportunity, he firove, by trailing
his filthy flime over every limb and feature, to
obliterate thofe beauties which he could not en-
dure to hear fo much applauded. An honeft
Linnet, however, who obferved him at hisdirty
work, took the freedom to aflure him, that he
would infallibly lofe his labour: For although,
faid he, to an injudiciouseye, thou mayelt fully
the perfe@ions of thisfinifhed piece, yet a more
accurate and clofe infpedtor, will difcover its
beauty, thro’ all the blemifhes with which thou
haft endeavoured to difguife it.

FABLE
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EsACBSL IES XIT

T he Water-fall.

FR OM the head of a narrow valley that 1s

'holly overfhaded by the growth of trees, a
large Cafcade burlts forth with a luxuriance un-
expe@ted. Firlt the current rufhes down a pre-
cipice with headlong impetuofity; then dathed
from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along
by fragments of ftones or trunks of trees, it al-
fumes a milk-white appearance, and {parkles
thro’ the gloom. All is intricacy; all is profu-
fion: and the tide, however ample, appears yet
more confiderable by the fantaftic growth of roots
that hide the limits of its channel. Thus bound-
ing down from one defcent to another, it no
{oomer gains the level, than it finks beneath the
earth; jand buries all its glory at our feet.

A fpe&ator, privy to the fcanty fource which
furnifhed out this grand appearance, ftood one
day in a mufing pofture, and began to moralize
on its prodigality. Ahf{illy fiream ! faid he, why
wilt thou haften to exhauft thy fource, and thus
wilfully incur the contempt that waits on pover-
ty ? Art thou ignorant that thy funds are by no

means equal to thisexpence? Fear not, my kind
advifer,
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advifer, replied the generous Cafcade; the gra-
titude I owe my mafter, who collelted my rills
into a ftream, induces me to entertain his friends
in the beft manner I am able: when alone, T a&
with more ccconomy. ' '

Bas B, 1 E XL

The Oak and the Sycamore.

Sycamore grew befide an Oak; and being

not a little elevated by the firft warm days
in {pring, began to fhoot forth his leaves apace,
and to defpife the naked Oak for infenfibility, and
want of [pirit. The Oak, confcious of its fupe-
rior nature, made this philofophical reply. Be
not, my friend, fo much delighted with the firft
addrefs of every fickle zephyr: confider the frofts
may yetreturn: and if thou coveteft an equal thare
with me in all the glories of the rifing year, do
not afford them an opportunity to nip thy beau-
ties in their bud. As for mylfelf, I only wait to
{ee this genial warmth a little confirmed: and,
whenever this is the cafe, I fhall perhaps difplay
a majefty that will not eafily be thaken. But the
tree that appears too fuddenly affected by the firft
favourable glance of fpring, will ever be the firft
to thed its verdure, and to drop beneath: the
frowns of winter.

FABLE
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T he Wolf and the Shepherd’s Dog.
ﬁ. Wolf ranging over the foreft, came within

the borders of a fheep-walk ; when meeting

with the Shepherd’s Dog, that with a furly f{ort
of growl, demanded his bufinefs there, he thought
proper to put on as innocent an appearance as
he could, and protefted upon his honour, that
he meant not the leaft offence. I am afraid,
faid the Dog, the pledge of your honour is but a
poor depofite for your honefty : you muft not take
it amifs, if I object to the Security. No flur upon
my reputation, replied the Wolf, I beg of you.
My fenfe of honour is as delicate, as my great
atchievements are renowned. I would not leave
a flain upon my memory for the world. The
fame of what are commonly called great atchicve-
ments 1s very precious, to be fure, returned the
Dog; almoft equal to the charafter of an excel-
lent butcher, a gallant highwayman, or an ex-
pert aflaflin.  While the Dog was yet fpeaking,
a lamb happened to ftray within reach of our
hero. The temptation was ftronger than he was
able to refift: He {fprung upon his prey, and was
fcouring haftily away with it. However, the
Dog feized and held him, till the arrival of the
Shepherd,
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Shepherd, who took meafures for his execution.
Juft as he was going to difpatch him; I obferve,
fays the Dog, that one of your noble atchicve-
ments, 1s the deftru@tion of the innocent. You are
welcome to the renown, as youare alfo to the re-
ward of it. ~ As for me, I fhall prefer the credit
of having honeflly defended my malter’s property,
to any fame you have acquired by thus keroically
invading it.

FABEE XV
T he Mufhroom and the Acorn.

AN Acorn fell from the top of an old vener-
able Oak, full on the head of a Mufthroom
that unhappily fprung up beneath it. Wounded
by the blow, the Mufhroom complained of the
incivility. Impertinentupftart, replied the Acorn,
why didft thou, with familiarboldnefs, approach
fo nearto thy fuperiors? fhall the wretched off-
{pring of a dunghill prefume to raife its head.
on a {pot ennobled by my anceftors for {o many
generations ? I do not mean, returned the Mufh-
room, to difpute the honour of thy birth, or to
put my own in competition with it. On the
contrary, I muftacknowledge that I hardly know
from whence I {fprung. But {ure tis merit, and not
mere anceftry, that obtains the regard of thofe,

whofe
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whofe approbation is truly valuable : I have little
perhaps to boaft, but furely thou who haft thus
infulted me, canfthave no pretence to boalt any.
I pleafe the palates of mankind, and give a poig-
nant flavour to their moft elegant entertainments;
while thou, with all the pride of thy anceftry,
art fit only to fatten Hogs.

FrAB L I XEV.:
Wifdom and Selfifline/s.

S Wifdom, in the form of a beautiful young
lady, was travelling along the road, it hap-
pened on a time, that fhe was benighted and
loft her way. She had not however wandered
far, when perceiving a light glimmer from a win-
dow at fome diftance, fhe endeavoured to direét
her fteps towards the houfe where it appeared.
This proved to be no other, than the miferable
abode of Selfifinefs; who, beneath the femblance
of a churlifh and clofe-fifted peafant, had long
taken up his refidence in this lonefome habita-
tion. She knocked at the door, to enquire her
way. . The Lout opened it with caution; but,
being immediately flruck with the uncommon
luftre of fo fine a figure, he found his appetite
awake, and became impatient for the gratifica-

tion of it. ~ Wifdom, on the other hand, feeling
an
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an utter deteftation for him, would have willingly
withdrawn herfelf; but alas ! it wastoo late. He
took advantage of her diftrefs, feized, and forced
her to his bed. Nine months afterwards fhe was
delivered of a{quint-eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto
whom {he never could be induced to thew any
marks of natural affe&tion. She would not even
own him for her proper offspring; and he was
put into the hands of Dullnefs, to be nurfed and
educated at herdifcretion. Ashearrived to years
of maturity, he was known by the name of Cun-
ning. Some faint refemblance which hé bore of his
Mother, procured him a degree of refpect among
perfons of {mall difcernment; and he fhewed
fomewhat of Zer addrels in regard to the means
by which he gained his ends; buthe had fo much
of the Father, as never to extend his aims to any
truly noble or {ocial atchievement.

E A B L3RS Wl

T he Toad and the Gold-fi/h.
AS a Gold-fifh, newly brought from the warm

regions of the ealt, difplayed his beauties

in the fun; a Toad, who had long eyed him
with no fmall degree of envy, broke out into
this exclamation. How partial and how fan-
taftic is the favour of mankind ! regardlefs of
N every
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every excellency that is obvious and familiar;
and only ftruck with what is imported form a
diftant climate at a large expence ! What a pom-
pous bafon 1s here conftructed, and what extreme
fondnefs is here fhewn, for this infignificant
firanger! While a quadrupede of my importance
is neglected,fhunned,and even perfecuted. Surely
were I to appear in China, I fhould receive the
fame, or perhaps greater honours, than are la-
vifhed here upon this tinfel favourite.

The Gold-hfh, confcious of his real beauty,
and fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo
very unfightly and deformed a creature, made
this rational reply. It muft be confefled, that
the opinions of men, are fometimes guided by
the caprice you mention. Yet, as for me and
the reft of my tribe, it is well known that if we
are admired in England, we are not lefs admired
at home: being there efteemed by the greateft
mandarins, fed by ftated officers, and lodged in
bafons as fuperb as any your nation has to boaft.
Perhaps then, notwithftanding your fage remark,
there are fome virtues and fome qualities that
pleafe or difguft almoft univerfally ; and as inno-
cence joined to beauty {eldom fails to procure
elteem, fo malice added to deformity will caufe as

general a deteftation.
FABLE
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FA'BiIE" XTIV

T he Hermit.
A- Certain Hermit had fcooped his cave near the

fummit of a lofty mountain, from whence
he had an opportunity of furveying a large ex-
tent both of fea and land. He fate one evening,
contemplating with pleafure on the objeés that
lay diffufed before him. The woods were dreft
in the brighteft verdure; the thickets adorned
with the gayeft blofloms. The birds caroled be-
neath the branches; the lambs frolicked around
themeads; the peafant whiltled befide his team
and the fhips driving by the gentle gales were
returning fafely into their proper harbours. In
fhort, the arrival of {pring had doubly enlivened
the whole {cene before hiseye; and every objec
yielded a difplay either of beauty or of happine/s.

On a {udden arofe a violent ftorm. The winds
muftered all their fury, and whole forefts of oak
lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs inftantly
fucceeded ; hail-ftones and rain were poured forth
in cataralts, and lightning and thunder added
horror to the gloom.

N & And
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And now the fea piled up in mountains bore
aloft the largeft veflels ; while the horrid uproar
of its waves drowned the fhrieks of the wretched
mariners. When the whole tempeft had exhaufted
its fury, it was inftantly followed by the fhock
of an earthquake.

The poor inhabitants of the beighbouring vil-
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave; re-
ligioufly hoping, that his well-known fan&ity
would be able to prote& them in their diftrefs.
They were, however, not a little furprifed at the
profound tranquility that appeared in his coun-
tenance. ‘“My friends, faid he, be not difmayed.
Terrible to me, as well as toyou, would have been
the war of elements we have juft beheld; but
that I have meditated with fo much attention
on the various works of Providence, as to be
perfuaded that his goodnefs is equal to his power”.

¥F A BidaE XILVII,

T he Dove.

Dove that had a mate and young ones, hap-
pening to {py her cage door open, was driven

by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an adjacent
grove. There, perched upon the bough of a
fycamore, fhe fate as it were wrapt in deep con-
templation;
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templation ; notrecovering from her reverie, un-
til the owner drew nigh unfeen, and brought
her back to her little family.

Art thou not athamed then, fays her mate,
thus to defert- thy helplefs offspring? Art thou
not bafe to abandon me, for the company of birds
to whomthouart a ftranger? Could T have hat-
boured fuch a thought? I, who have been ever
conflant to our firft engagement; and muft have
died of mere defpair, hadft thou not returned to
my embraces ? Bp}thovv, alas, returned ! Not, as
itfeems by choice; but en_fnared by dint of arti-
fice, and brought hither by confiraint.

Have patience, replied the rambler, and hear
the plea of thy repentant mate.  Witnefs all ye
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paffes in
the hearts of Doves,'if eéver, beforé this unhappy
moment, ‘I felt'a wifh to part' from thee! The
door fo feldorh'o?pen, allowed but one moment
fordeliberation, and'I happened'to decide amifs.
Whenijemoved to yonder ‘wood, the air’of li-
berty breathed {o very fweet, that! with horror
I fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe about returning to
the cage. Pardon, I pray thee, this one crime,
and be well affured I will never repeat it. And
that thou may'ft be the more induced to pardon

N 3 me,
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‘me, know that the love of liberty burns ever the
firongeft, in bofoms that are moft open to con-
jugal affetion and the love of young.

F'A B i E  XLIX,
T he Nightingale and Bullfinch.
ANightingale and a Bullhinch occupied two

cages in the fame appartment. The Nightin-
gale perpetually varied herf{ong, and every effort
fhe ‘made, afforded frefh entertainment. The
Bullhnch always whiftled the fame dull tune that
he had learnt, "till all the family grew weary of
the difguftful repetition. What is the reafon,
faid the Bullfinch one day to his neighbour, that
your fongsare always heard with peculiar atten-
tion, while mine, I obferve, are almoft as wholly
difregarded? The reafon, replied the Nightin-
gale, is obvious; your audience are fufficiently
acquainted with every note you have been taught,
and they know your natural abilities too well,
to expet any thing new from that quarter. How
then can you fuppofe they will liften to a fong-
fter, from whom nothing native or original is to
be expected ?

FABLE
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E3X BO A AL
The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey.
T W O Cocks of the genuine game-breed, met

by chance upon the confines of their refpec-
tive walks. To fuch great and heroic fouls, the
fmalleft matter imaginable affords occafion for
difpute. They approached each other with pride
and indignation; they looked dehance; they
crow a challenge; and immediately commences a
long and bloody battle. = It was fought on both
fides with {o much courage and dexterity; they
gave and they received fuch deep and defperate
wounds ; that they both lay down upon the turf
utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled. While this
was their fituation, a Turkey that had been a
{peQator of all that pafled between them, drew
near to the field of battle, and reproved them in
this manner. “How foolifh and abfurd has been
your quarrel, my good neighbours ! A more ridi-
culous one could {carce have happened, amongft
the moft contentious of all creatures, men.
Becaufe you have crowed perhaps in each other’s
hearing, or one of you have picked up a grain
of corn upon the territories of his rival, you have
both rendered yourfelves miferable for the re-

minder of your Idays.
N 4 FABLE
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FIAB R EWME

T'he King-fifher and the Sparrow.
AS a King-fither was fitting beneath the fhade,

upon the banks of a river; fhe was furprifed

on a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow, that
had eloped from the neighbouring town, to vi-
{it her. = When the firft compliments were over,
““How is it poflible, faid the Sparrow, ‘that a
bird {o finely adorned, can think of {pending
all her daysin the very depth of retirement ! The
golden plumage of your breaft, the {hining azure
of your pinions, were never given you to be
concealed, but to attrac the wonder of beholders.
Why then fhould you not endeavour to know
the world, and'be, at the fame time, yourfelf,
both known and admired ?”’ Youw are very com-
plaifant at leaft, replied the King-fither; to con-
clude that my being admiired, would be the confe-
quence of my being known. But it has {ometimes
been my lot, in the lonefome valleys that I fre-
quent, to hear the complaints of beauty that has
been negle@ted; and of worth that has been de-
{pifed. Poflibly it does not always happen, that
even fuperior excellence is found to excite admira-
tion, or.obtain encouragement. 1 have learned
befides, not to build my happinefs upon the opi-
nion
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nion of others, fo much as upon my own felf-
conviction, ‘and the approbation of my own
heart. Remember, I am a King-fither; thefe
woods and ftreams ‘are my delight; and fo long
as they are free from winds and tempefts, believe
me, I am perfedtly: content with my fituation.
Why therefore thould I court the noife and buftle
of the world, which I find {o little agreeable to
my native difpofition? It may be the joy of a
Sparrow to indulge his curiofity, and to difplay
his eloquence. I, for my part, love filence, pri-
vacy, and _contemplkation;;,én’d think that every-
one fhould confult the native biafs of his temper,
before he chufes the way of life in which he ex-
pedts to meet with happinefs.

FAB LB LIL
The Bee e SPz'der.'m :

N the leaves and flowers of the fame thrub, a

Spider and a"Bee putfued their feveral oc-
cupationss, the ,,Qnié'éoveh_rir};g'{i her thighs with ho-
ncy; the other diftending his bag with. poifon.
The Spider, as he glanced this eye obliquely at
the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen on the fu-
periority of her produ&ions And how happens
it, faid he,%in a peevifh tone, that'l am able to
collect nothing but poifon from the felf-fame
: ! plant,
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plant, that fupplies thee with honey? My pains
and induftry are not lefs than thine; in thofe
refpets, we are each indefatigable. It proceeds
only, replied the Bee, from the different difpo-
fition of our nature: mine gives a pleafing fla-
vour to every thing I touch ; whereas thine con-
verts it to poifon, what by a dlﬁerent procefs
had been the pure{’c honey.

IR e ——
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FA B EE .
The Trees and the Bramble.

T HE moft worthlefs per[ons are generally the moft

prefuming.
F-ABLE II.
The Frogs defiring a King.
"Tis better to bear with fome defeéls in a mild and gen-

tle government, than to rg[que the greater evils of
tyranny and perfecution. ’

F AB L E ITE
The Wolf and the thepherds.

We feverely cenfure that in others, which we ourfelves
praétife without fcv uple.

F A B L E .IV.
The Belly and the Members.

"Tis a folly even to wifh to withhold our part from the
[upport of civil government.
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FABLE XVII

| The Wolf and the Crane.

*Tis the utmoft extent of fome men’s gratitude, barely
to refrain from oppreffing and injuring their bene
Sfaétors.

o A B Lo B X Vil

The Country-man and the Snake.
To confer either power upon the mifchievous, or fa-
vours on theundeferving, is a mifapplication of our
benevolence.

E A B'1L Eg 260K,

The Dog and the Shadow.
An over-greedy difpofition often fubjeéts us to lofe what

we already poffefs.
F A' B L. E=200%,

The Sun and the Wind.
Gentle means, on many occafions, are more effedlual
than wviolent ones.

2 AB MUY CXX]T,
The Wolf and the Maftiff.
A mere competence with liberty, is preferable to fer-

vitude amid the greateft affluence.
FiABIL L. XXIIL

Fortune and the School-boy.
We are always ready to cenfure fortune for the ill

effeéts of our own careleffnefs. %
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FLABLNE S XX,
The Frog and the Ox.
The filly ambition to vie with our fuperiors, in regard

t0 outward figure, rather than inward accomplifh-
ment, is often the caufe of utter ruin.

pECAT Bl R KOGV
The Lion and other Beafts hunting.

An affociation with too powerful allies is always ims
prudent.

E A Bi L E. XN
The Ant and the Fly.

T'he independence acquired by indufiry is preferable te

the moft [plended flate of vaffalage.
K A“B L E X3V}

The Bear and the two Friends.
Cowards are incapable of true friendfhip
EA'B L B XXVEE
The Bull and the Gnat.
T he leaft confiderable of all mankind are feldom defti-

tute of [elf-importance.
E A B L E. JSXVIIE

The Walfp and the Bees.

*Tis a folly to arrogate works to ourfelves of which we
are by no means capable.
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FiLATE LA X
The Old Man and Death.

Men under calamity may feem to wifk for death, but
they [eldom bid him welcome when he flares them in

~ the face. ;

L e O 6, @
"The Court and the Country-Moufe.

Poverty with peace is preferable to the greateft afflu-
ence amidft anxiety.

¥ A BLE XX,
The Fox and the Goat.

When we are going to encounter difficulties, we fhould
depend more upon our own flrength, than the affifi-
ance of our neighbours.

F A BLE XXXIIL
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork.

T hey who keep bad company muft often expeét to fuffer

Sfor the mifbehaviour of their companions.
WA B L F  XXXIIT.
The Oak and the Willow.

The courage of mecting death in an honourable caufe,
is more commendable, than any addrefs or artifice
we can make ufe of to cvade it.

FAASEME'E " XX XIV-
The Boy and the Filberts.

T he fureft way to gain our endsistomoderate our defires.
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FARBRLSE . XXXV,
The Satyr and the Traveller. :

We ﬂzould'immedz'ately decline all commerce with a per- .

Jon whom we find to be a double-dealer.
P A B LAE v O VT
The Horfe and the Stag.

Let revenge be ever fo fweet, ’tis t0o dear a purchafe

at the price of liberty.
i 3 Y (P DRI e v
The Farmer and his Sons.
Indufiry s itfelf a treafure.
FABLTE XXXV
The Lion and the Gnat.

Lattle minds are fo much elevated by any advantage
gained over their [uperiors, that they are often
thrown off their guard againft a fudden change of
Jfortune.

FABLE XXiFe
The Mifer and his Treafure.

"Tis the enjoyment of what we Poffefs that alone gives
it any real value.

BAB L E X1
Minerva’s Olive.

Whatever fancy may determine, the flanding value of
all things is in propertion to their ufe.

O
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F A'B LeE: XKLL
The Mimick and the Countryman.
There is no error t00 extravagant for prepoffeffion and
partiality.
B ANREY,F CXTAT.
The Dog and the Crocodile.

"T’s ever dangerous to be long converfant with perfons
of a bad charadier.
FABLE XLIIL

The Wolf in difguife.

T here would be little chance of deteéling hypocrify, were
it not always addidled to over-ali its part.

F AP F - ALLY.
The Bee and the Spider.

Neither ingenuity nor learning are iniitled to regard,
but in proportion as they contribute to the happinefs

of life.
B KB B ALY,

The Afs and his Mafter.

Avarice often miffes its point, thro’ the means it ufes to

Jecure it.
FaAlB 1 E. XLVE

The Cock and the Fox.
To retort the artifice employed againft us is an allow-

able part of Jelf-defence.
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Fy BBl b & XLVI],
The Eagle and the Crow.

A falfe eftimate of our own abilities ever expofes us to
ridicule, and Jometimes to danger.

FiA Bl By XLV ITE
The Farmer and the Stag.

Some expeét the thanks that are due to a cuoility, while
they endeavour clandeflinely to undermine the value

of it.
FoAxB, L s 451
The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox.
The intemperate rage of clients gives the lawyer an
opportunity of feizing the property in difpute.
EABLEgE
The Lion and the Afs.
A total negleét is the beft return the generous can make
to the fcurrility of the bafe. ‘
FFASB LE/LE
The Snake and the Hedge-hog.
"Tisvery imprudent to join interefiswith thofe who are
able to impofe upon us their own conditions.
EASB L E. "Bk
The Trumpeter.
The fomenter of mifchief is at leaft as culpable as he
who puts it in execution.

02
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F A BIESIESSTITI.
Vice and Fortune.
Fortune, without the concurrence of vice, cannot effec-

tually defiroy our happinefs : whereas vice, without

the help of fortune, can make us miferable to the
laft extremity.

E AB.-L E/ EIS
The Bear and the Bees.

"Twere more prudent to acquiefce under an injury from
a fingle perfon, than by an aétof vengeance to bring
upon us the refentment of the whole community.
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FABLE I
The Miller, his Son, and their Afs.

Y1 S better to purfue the diclates of one’s own rea-
Jon, than attempt to pleafe all mankind.

BA BLE IL

The Sorcerefs.
T here are numbers of people who would unhinge the
world, to eafe themfelves of the fmalleft inconvenience.
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EXAWBIERE FIT.
The Cameleon.

The different lights, in which things appear to differ-
ent judgments, recommend candor to the opinions
of others, even at the time that we retain our own.

F*A B L E.-<1N.
- The Wolf and the Lamb. ;

The young and artlefs fhould make caution fupply the
place of years and experience. ‘

FYA ‘B E: B 8
The Fox and the Bramble.

We fhould bear with patience a fmall evil, when it ts

conneéled with a greater good
F A'B LE7 Nl
The Falcon and the Hen.

Different kinds of experience account for different kinds

of condudl.
F AW LESVNIYE.
The Travellers and the Money-bag.

We cannot reafonably expedt thofe to bear a part in our
ill-fortune, whom we never permitted to fhare in our
profperity.

FiA;B L E JEVENLE
The difcontented Afs.

We greatly diminifh the happinefs of life, by under-

valuing all that is_fhort of perfection.
S
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F A Bfls BRGI.
The two Springs
There is more to be expelled from fedate and filent,
than from noify, turbulent, and oftentatious begin-
nings.
Fert B 1L E £X,
The Butterfly and the Rofe.
We exclaim loudly againft that inconflancy in another,
to which we give occafion by our own.

F A'S LB 8K
The Tortoife and the two Ducks.

Curiofity often excites thofe people to hazardous under-
takings, whom vanity and indifcretion render totally

unfit for them.
F A B.L E, XL
The Cat and the old Rat.
Repeated inflances of artifice create a [ufpicion, that is
our guard againft it.
E - AeB 1, F. . XIII.
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail.
When we dwell much on diftant and chimerical advan-

tages; we negleét our prefent bufinefs; and are ex-
pofed to real misfortunes.

EuAB L E" XTIV,
The Cormorant and the Fifhes.
"Tis extreme folly to afk advice of an interefied advifer.
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BB sE - XV.
The Atheift and the Acorn.

He who difputes the exiflence of a deity, will find him-

[elf confuted by every part of nature.
FiAeB L E X8
The Lynx and the Mole.

We fhould ufe the talents that are allotted, and are moft
Juitable to our fpecies; inflead of difparaging thofe
faculties, that are as properly adapted to another.

F: A B L E¢ VL.
The Spider and the Silk-worm.

He that is employed in works of ufe, generally advan-
tages himfelf or others; while he, who tous alone
for_fame muft often expedt to lofe his labour.

F ABLE XVII,
The Bee and the Fly.

The greateft genius with a vindiflive temper, is far
Jurpaft in point of happinefs by men of talenis lefs
confiderable.

F A B EalXTX,
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation.
T here are few things fo irreparably loft, asreputation.
F A .B L Jgge XX,
The Court of Death.

Intemperance is the great and original caufe, that

generally fhortens human life.

04
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F A Bl B S

Induftry and Sloth.

Our term of life does not allow time_for long-protraéied
deliberations.

BiA-B L IE 'XXIT,
The Hare's Ears.

A prudent perfon will not only preferve his innocence,
but avoid the confequence of any feeming handle he
may afford to his oppreffor.

F' AL B BVESSCOSIIT,
The Hermit and the Bear.

T he random zeal of inconfiderate friends, is often as
hurtful as the wrath of enemies.

ESA' B L E XXIV,
“The Paflenger and the Pilot.

We are mo where out of the reach of providence, either

to punifh or to protect us.
FA'BL E XXV,
The partial Judge.

T he injuries we do, and thofe we [uffer, are feldom

weighed in the fame fcales
F'A Byl 'E "XXVI.
The Fox that had loft his Tail.

"Tis common for men to wifh others reduced to their
own level; and we ought to guard againft fuch ad-
vice, as may proceed from this principle.
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EEARB E " XX V1L
The Nobleman and his Son.

The means fuggefled by fuperflition to fecure us Jrom
misfortune, often bring it upon our heads.

FAB LE.: XXV
Jupiter and the Herd{man.

Were our ill-judged prayers to be always granted, how
many would be ruined at their own requeft !

Fr A'BAL EnDEXEX,
The Eagle and the Owl.
T he partiality of parents often makes themfelves ridi-
culous, and thewr children unhappy.
FABLE X6«

The Plague among the Beafts.

T he poor and helplefs undergo thofe punifuments for
Jmall and trivial offences ; which the rich and pow-
erful efcape, for crimes of a much blacker nature.

FVACBAL Bl XXl
The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe.
It is not fafe to truft to outward appearances.
FoA B L B a2 X XTT,
The Farmer and his Dog.
T he greater room there appears for refentment ; the

more careful fhould we be, mot to accufe an inno-
cent perfon. |
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EiA B I E . RNIE.
The Gnat and the Bee.

Men expoftulate to little purpofe, when their own ex-
ample confutes their argument.

FABLE XXXIV.
The Owl and the Eagle.

Narrow minds think the [yftem of the univerfe fhould
have been contrived to fuit themfelves alone.

E3A ‘B IME XXXV,
The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox.

Men, who meditate mifchicf, fuggefl the fame to others;
and generally pay dear for their froward gratifica-
tzons. :

Faa L E. X XXNI.
The Blind Man and the Lame.

T he wants and weakneffes of individuals form the con-
nedtions of fociety.

FARBRBLE XXXVI.

The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox.

It is often more prudent to. fupprefs our [entiments,
than either to flatter or to rail.

FABLE XXXVIIL
The Owl and the Nightingale.

"Tis natural for a pedant to defpife thofe aris, whick
polifh, our manners, and would extirpate pedantry.
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EFSBEL 'E= XIXXFX,
The Ant and the Caterpillar.

Boys of no very promifing appearance often become the
greateft men.

F A B I ENEy
The two Foxes.

We jhould ever guard againft thofe vices, that are chiefly
incident to our times of life : excefs and riot, whilft
we are young; and egregious parfimony, as we
grow in years.

FA B LE oXLE
The conceited Owl.

Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, always
terminate in difgrace. _

F A B L E Sl
The Fox and the Cat

Perfons may write fine [yftems of morality, who never
praétifed a fingle virtue.

FAB LABSREXTIII
The two Horfes.

T'he objedt of our pride is often the caufe of our mif-
Sfortunes.

F AR LE" XLRV.
The Dove and the Ant.

T'he moft important actions are often performed by the

moft unlikely inflruments.
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E A B LYE BBV
The Parrot.
Gravity, tho fometimes the mien of wifdom, is often
found to be the mafk of ignorance.
F:AZB LR & "XLVI.
The Cat and the Bat.
1t 15 eafy to find reafons to juftify any thing we are in-
clined to do.
F+A B L»E» XLVIL
The two Lizards.

T he fuperior fafety of an obfcure and humble flation is
a ballance for the honours of high and envyed life.

F A'Bl E'E *"XLVIIT
Jupiter’s Lottery.
Folly, paffing with men for wifdom, makes each con-
tented with his own fhare of underflanding.
PSR ABLE XLIX.
The Litigious Cats.
The fcales of Fudicature are feldom poifed, “till there
is little or mothing remains in either.
F Asl L E L,
The two Dogs.

Our own moderation will not fecureus from difturbance,
if we conneél ourfelves with men of turbulent and
litigious difpofitions.
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Fgx B LoE LI
Death and Cupid.
T he young fhould not aél, as tho’ they were exempt from
Death : nor the old forget to guard againft the
fooleries of Love.
F.A B'E E " EIL
The Mock-bird.

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons who
poffefs no one talent befide.

F A BE E"SETI.
The Spedtacles.

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as if
each faw them thro’ a different medium ; our attach-
ment to thefe opinions are as fixed and firm, asif
all faw them thro’ the medium of truth.
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FoAB T JE i,
MITATION may be pardonable, where emula-
tion would be prefumptuous. |
F A B LN, ;
The two Bees. |
Moderation and intemperancereward and punifh them-
Jelves. f
FABLE"IL i
The Diamond and the Glow-worm. |
A firong point of light is as favourable tomerit, as it i
is deftructive to impofture. '
A BLE. IV, i
The Oﬁrichga_.i‘:ﬁfi the Pelican. j
The pleafures of parental fondnefs make large amends ’
for its anxieties.
F ABdgE Vo 4
The Hounds in Couples.
Mutual compliances are neceffary to matrimonial hap-

pinefs.
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E. & B 1o iVl
The Mifer and the Magpye.

Men are feldom found to condemm themfelves; other-

wife than by the cenfure they pafs upon their own
Sfaults in other people.

F:A B I8E" VL
The Senfitive Plant and the Thiftle.

Both a mild difpofition, and a vindictive temper, gene-
rally meet with fuitable returns.

F ASB'L E ¥ N1,
The Poet and the Death-watch.
The fuggefiions of vanity ave as delufive as thofe of
- Juperftition.
F A B EYE
Pythagoras and the Qritic.
To eftimate the works of others by the fole ftandard of

our own conceptions is always prefumptuous, and
often ridiculous.

FA B L X,
The Bear.
Religious opinions are by no means the proper objeéls of
ridicule.
F A Bl E% 30
The Stork and the Grow.

We_fhould never place the gffence of religion in the mere
obfervance of rites and ceremontes.
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FABLE XII
Echo and the Owl.

T he vain believe their imaginary perfeﬂzons engrofs
the attention of all mankind.

EyA' B B§E. XIIE

Prometheus.

The bleffing of hope is better adapted to the flate of
mortals, than the gift of prefcience.

E A B L K@KV,
Momus.
It is hardly po[fible to deprive malevolence of every oc-
cafion for a cavil.
L E e B KN
The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee.
Fops may boaft of their extenfive travels, but ’tis only
a few difcerning perfons that make a proper ufe of
them.
Faa B LBy (AEVIT.
The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower.

To reft in fecond caufes without reference to the firft,
is both impious and abfurd.

F A"BA E7 XVH.
The Magpye and the Raven.

The fop who prides himfelf upon a large acquaintance
5 but feldom capable of real friendfhip.
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P AN BSOSV
The Diamond and the Load-ftone. .
The greateft merit is often concealed under the moft
unpromifing appearances.
FYA B Ly XX,
The Boy and the Nettle.

There are certain perfons who require to be treated
rather with [pirit and refolution, than either tender-
nefs or delxcacy.

F ABIHEJEXX.
" The Monlfter in the Sun.
T he fault we many times impute to a charaéler, is only
to be found in the mind of the obferver.
E A B.LE, XX
The difcontented Bee.

T 'he pleafures of life would be a ballance for the pains ;
did we not increafe the latter by our own perverfe-

nefs.
F A B L Egi&XXII.

The Snipe Shooter.
We often mifs our point by dividing our attention.
FABLE XXHEK
The Beggar and his Dog.
"Tis mifery to depend upon patrons, whofe circumflances

make their charity 7zec%ry at home.
})
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FoAd B L By BN Vi
The Sun and the Vapour.

Truth, tho' vanifhed, returns again; flander is never
of a durable nature.

FABEETE T X0
Love and Folly.

Folly has often too great an influence in the direclion of
our Amours.

F A B L@ XXV
The Eclipfe.
T he favours of the great are too often obfiruéted by the
invidious offices of their mean dependents.
FABLE "XXVIIL
The Boy and the Butterfly.

An immoderate purfuit of pleafures is generally deftruc-
tive of its objedl.

o SBTE X RN TIY.
The Toad and the Ephemeron.

A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a _family, is by far
lefs honourable than an honeft indufiry.

BoAvE el XXX,
The Peacock.

T he parade and ceremony belonging to the great, are
often a reftraint upon their freedom and aétivity.
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FAND LR e
The Fly in St. Paul’s Cupola.
We fhould never eftimate things beyond our reach, by
the narrow ftandard of our own capacities.
A B L ESEXXXT.
The Elm-tree and the Vine.
People who pride themfelves upon their independence,
often flight @conomy, the fole foundation of it.
F A BE"E XXXII.
The Lauruftinus and the Rofe.
T hat friend is highly to bere[pefted at all times, whofe
friendfhip is chiefly diftinguifhed in adverfity.
F AIBEE XX
The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree.
An excefs of delicacy is to be confidered rather as an
infirmity, than as a virtue.
FAYB-1 B Xoc NV,
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon.
We conquer many evils at firft with facility, which be-
ing long negletted become unfurmountable.
FABLE S XXXV
The Tulip and the Rofe.
Extreme beauty will often captivate; but ’tis internal

merit that fecures the conqueft.
P
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FABLE XXXVL
The Woodcock and the Mallard.

A wvoracious appetite, and a fondnefs for dainties,
equally take off our attention from more material
concerns.

FABEE XXXV
The two Trouts and the Gudgeon.
A perfon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the
Sirft miftake is irretrievable, or fatal.
F A B L ETSEXXVIII.
The Stars and the Sky-Rocket.
Pretenders to merit are always more vain than thofe
who really poffefs it.
¥ ABLE XXXIX
The Farmer and his three Enemies.
Humality exienuates any crime, of which hypocrify
and impudence are equal aggravations.

BB ¥ B KL,
The Snail and the Statue.
"Tisthe fate of envy to attack thofe charaélers, that are
Juperior to its malice.
EABAE XLI.
The Water-fall.
A generous nature will find refources in economy, for
the occafional exertion of beneficence and hofpita-
lity.
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BA'B L EY XEIT
The Oak and the Sycamore.
He who is puffed up with the leaft gale of profperity,
will as_fuddenly fink beneath the blafts of misfortune.
BB T FasXLITE
The Wolf and the Shepherd’s Dog. -

Common honefty is a better principle, than what we
often compliment with the name of heroifm.

E-ABYLSE- “XLIV.
The Mufhroom and the Acorn.

T he man who values himfelf too highly upon his birth, -
has [eldom much claim to any other merit.

FrA" BYTE SDE
Wifdom and Selfithnefs.

Cunning [eems to differ from wifdom, more in the end
that it propofes to itfelf, than in the means that it
employs

PSS . R WAV
The Toad and the Gold-fifh.

Beauty joined with innocence is univerfally refpected ;

malice added to deformity, as univerfally abhorred.
B B EY XEVIE
The Hermit.

T he goodnefs of Providence apparent in his works, is
a proper motive for our tranquility amidft every ex-
ertion of his power.



E N B X

FIA'E 1TAE! XLVHE
The Dove.
T he love of liberty, in well conftituted minds, holds a
place little inferior to that of natwral affection.
Fih B Lt EV, &6,
The Nightingale and Bullfinch.
Learning is undoubtedly of the uimoft advantage to
real gentus: Yyet, when putin competition, the funds
of the one are limited ; and of the other inexhau/-
tible.
F. AL B L
The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey.
Litigious perfons feldom confider before they go to law,
whether the conqueft will be worth the coft.
FiA. B 1. . F. Ll
The King-fither and the Sparrow,
Men’s natural tempers will beft direét them to cheir pro-
per [phere, in the purfuit of happinefs.
E A B IL:E. LIE
The Spider and the Bee.
T he candid reader will reap improvement, where the
* froward critic finds only matter of cenfure.
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