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THE 

P R E F A C E. 

r H E fables of Efop have always 
been ejtee1ned the befl ldfons for 

youth, as being well adapted to convey 
the mqfl ujifitl maxims, in a very agree
able 1nanner. According!)', 1riany wri
ters both in verfe and profe, have en
deavoured to clothe them, in an Englifh 
drefs. It would ill become the Author of 
this work to anintadvert upon their la
bours: but he thinks it ?nay be }aid with 
truth, and he aljo hopes with nzode}l)', 
that nothing of this kind, which has been 
publifhed in profe, can jtifll)' dijcourage 
him from the prefent undertaking. 

In forming this collection, he has en
deavoured to djflinguffh, by two fepa
Tate books, the refj;eelive compojitions oj. 

a 2 the 
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the earlier and later rnythologijls; and 
he trufls it will not be found that he has 
often been 1nijlaken in this diflribution, 
though an error of that kind 1night per
haps appear of no great i1nportance. His 

principal aim was to jeleEt Juch Fables 
as would make the flrongrft and mojl ufe-
fid imprej]ions on the minds qf youth; 
and then to qffer them in fuch unciffeEted 
language, as might have Jome tendency 
to improve their./tyle. If in this he jhould 
be allowed to have at all Jucceeded; the 
work, it is prefumed, will not be unfer
viceable to young readers, nor wholly un
entertaining to perjons qf maturer judg
ment. 

To thefe he has ventured to add a 
third Book confljting entirely of original 
Fables; and he offers it to the public with 
all the diffidence which ought to accompa
ny every modern production, when it ap-

jJears 
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pears in conjuntlion with writings of efla
blijhed reputation. Indeed, whatever hopes 
he has, that the jJ rejent · work 1nay be 
favourably received, arife chiefly fr07n 
the conjideration, that he has been af 

Jifled in it by gentlen~en of the nufl dijlin
guijhed abilities; and that Jeveral, both 
of the old and new Fables, are not writ
ten by himjelj, but by authors, with whom 
it is an honour to be connected; and who 
having conclefcended to favour hi?n with 
their q!Jiflance, have given hinz an ojJ
portunity of rnak.ing Jome attonement fo r 
his own d~feEts. 

The life qf. Efop prefixed to this col
letlion, is taken from l\1onf. de lYle.., 

ziriac, a very learned and ingenious 
French1nan; who being difgufled with 
the grojs forgeries of that lying 1nonk 
Planudes, publifhed in r632, the bdf 
account he could collect from ancient 

a 3 writers 
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writers of good authority. But this little 
book, joan after became fa extremelyjcarce7 
that Monf. Bayle, in the .firfl edition 
of his dictionary, laments he never could 
get a fight of it; Dr. Bentley in his dij:.. 
Jertation. on Efop's Fables makes 1nuch 
the ja1ne complaint; nor does it appear 
that Sir Roger Lefirange or Dr. Crox
al, ever fa 772uch as heard of Meziriac's 
name. The work indeed in the original 
has continued equall)) Jcarce to this da); 
but an Englifh tranflation of it falling 
into the writer's hands, he hath endea
voured in jome Jneafure to correct the lan
guage; adding notes jr01n jeveral au
thors, particularly from Boyle's and 
Bentley's controverfy on the Jubjetl; and 
he is perfuaded that the judicious reader 
will not condemn him for adopting it, 
inflead of the fictitious and abfurd rela
tion of Planudes. 
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T H E 

L I F E of. E S 0 P. 
C . H A P. I. 

OJ the place of his birth. 

I T happened to Homer, the prince of Gre
cian poets, that the place of his nativity 

was never certainly known; and it would 
be as difficult to afcertain the country which 
gave bihh to Efop, fo much have ancient 
authors differed alfo upon this fubjeB: . Some 
have thought hi1n a 1 Lydian, born in the 
city of Sardis, the capital of that kingdom; 
others have believed he drew his origin from 
the i.fland of 2 Samos. Some have main
tained that he was a 3 Thracian, of the city 
af Mefembria: but 4 authors are now, for 
the 1nofi part, agreed, that he was a native 
of Phrygia, either of 5 Amoriu1n, or 6 Co
tia:um, both towns in the fame province. 
However, as it may be allowable to conjec~ 
ture on a point fo dubious, I imagine they 
who have thought him a Lydian, or a Sa-

. 
m1an, 
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mian, have grounded their opinion on th~ 
probability of his being born in one of thefe 
places where he fpent the greatefr part of his 
life; and 'tis certain, that during his Ilave~ 
ry, his col'nmon habitation was in the 
ifland of 7 Samos ; and after he was made 
free, he lived almofr wholly in the court of 
Crcefus king of Lydia. But though this 
opinion is not totally deflitute of a plauftble 
appearance, the probability of his being a 
8 Phrygian, as it is founded on the co1nmon 
confent of many ancient writers, and [up

ported by the mofr credible authority, IS 

now generally received and efiablifhed. 

N 0 T E S. 
1 lvia.\imus Tyrius, Dijfert. XX. 2 Suidas. 3 Tht 

Scholiafl on Ari.flophanes. Heraclides in Gronov. T hej. 
Grcec. Tom. VI. jJ. Q 8 2 7. 4 Maxim. us Tyrius. 
Djjfert. XXXIII. Lucian's True Hi.flory, Book II. 
Stobaws. Suidas. A. Gellius. PhaedntS. 5 Planudes. 
6 Suidas. 'Fabricius. 7 Jadmon at leafl, his lafl Mcif
ter, was of this ijland. Suidas Jays exjndfly, that 
Xanthus was a Lydian. Fabricius indeed calls him a 
Samian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I .find 
any. 8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor. 

It 
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It may perhaps be acceptable to Jome readers, and 
not improper in this place, to add a pajfage from the 
learned Mr. Sale, in his notes to the Koran, concerning 
the Eajle1·n fabulifl Lokrnan, who has been imagined 
by Jome writen to be the fame perfon with our Ejop. 
The Ambian writers, Jays he, affirm that Lo.hnan 
was the Jon of Bauvan, who was the Jon or grandjon of 
a Jzfler or aunt of Job; and that he lived jeveral centu
ries, even to the time of David, with whom he was con
ve?jant in Palifline. According to the dejcrij;tion they 
give of his pe1jon, he mzifl have been deformed enough; 
fo?· they jay he was of a black complexion, (whence jome 
call him an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and jplay feet: 
but in return, he received from God, wifdom and elo
quence, in a guat degree; which, ]orne pTe tend, were 
given him in a vifzon, on his making choice of wijdom 
jJrejerable to the gift of jJrojJhecy, either of which weu 
qffexed him. The genemlity ~~the Mohammedans there-
fore hold him to have been no pTophet, but only a wife 
man. As to his condition, they Jay he was a jlave, but 
obtaining his liberty on the following occajion. His 
JVIafler having one day given him a bitter melon to eat, 
he paid him juch exact obedience as to eat it alL; at which 
his majter being jurprijed, qjked him, How he could 
eat Jo bitter a fruit? To which he uplied, It was no 
wonder, that he jhould for once accept a bitter fi·uit 
from the fam e hand from which he had 1·eceived Jo many 
favours. The commentators mention Jeveml quick re

partees 
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partees of Lokman, which, together with the circum
fiances 'above mentioned, agree Jo well with what Maxi._ 
mus Planudes had written rif Ejop, that fTom thence, 
and from the fables attributed to Lokman by the Ori
entals, the lafl has been generally thought to be no other 
than the: Efop rif the Greeks. However that be, (for I 
think the matter will bear a difpute) I am of opinion 
that Planudes bon-owed great part of his life of Ejop, 
from the tTadition he met with in the Eafl concerning 
Lokman, concluding them to have &een the fame perfon, 
baatife they were both }laves, and Juppojed to be the wri
te?" s of thoje fables which go undeT their rifpeflive names, 
and bear a guat rifemblance to one another; for it has 
long been obferved by learned men, that the greater part 
if that monk's performance is an abfurd romance, and 
Jupported by no evidence of ancient writers. 

Sale's Koran. p. 335· 

A eolleflion of Lokman' s fables may be found in E r
penius's Arabic Grammar, between thirty and forty in 
number, printed in Ara,bic, with a Latin tranjlation. 
They very much rejemble the fables of Ejop, and have 
mojt of them been iriferted in our colleflions: particu
larly, the Stag drinking-The old Man and Death
The Hare and the Tortoije-The Sun and the Wind 
-with many others, all of which are in Erpenius's col
leflion, under the name of Lokman. The fables of Pil-

pay, 
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pay, the other Eaflern, au of quite a dijfeunt cafl, long, 

tedious, and frequently interwoven one with another. I 

have iriferted in this collection, only one fable fi-om Pit

pay~ The Falcon and the Hen, in the jecond book. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

OJ his ju1jon, talents, and difpofition. 

'TIS allowed by all, that Efop was a 
Dave from his youth, and that in 

this condition, he ferved feveral mafiers : 
but I am ignorant where Planudes has au ... 
thority for afferting that he was the mofi 
deformed of all men living, exaLlly refem
bling Homer's Therlites; I find no 1 anci
ent author who thus defcribes him. What 
Planudes adds, that the word Efop lignifies 
the fame with AEthiop, and· was given him 
on account of the blacknefs of his vifage, 
may be very jufily contradiLled: for though 
fome grammarians are of opinion, that from 
the verb aetho, which lignifies to fcorch, 
and from the noun ops, which lignifies vi
fage, the word AEthiop may be formed; yet 
we learn from Eufiathius, that aetho (in the 
future aejo) fignifies to fhine, as well as to 
burn; and that ops with an o long fignifies 
the eye: fo that the name Efop fignifies a 
man with fparkling eyes. Neither do I giv 

credit 
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credit to the fa1ne author, when he fays, that 

Efop had fuch an impediment in his tongue, 

that he could fcarcely utter articulate founds; 

as he feems to have attributed this imper

feB:ion to him., only to have fame ground 

for the fabulous account which he after

wards gives., of Fortune's appearing to him 

in a dream, and hefiowing on hi1n the gift 

of ipeech. Altogether as void of probability 

is the fl:ory which Apollonius tells in 2 Phi

lofiratus; that l\1ercury, having difiributed 

to other perfons the knowledge of ail the 

fciences, had nothing left for Efop but the 

art of making fables, with which he en

dowed him. But a principal reafon which 

prevents me from affenting to what Planu

des advances, is, that it cannot be fupported 

by authority from any 3 ancient author: on 

the contrary, 'tis afferted in a Greek frag

ment of his life, found in the works of Aph

thonius, that Efop had an excellent difpo

fition, and univerfal talents; in particular, 

a great inclination and apti.tude for m.ufic; 

which is not very confifient with his hav

ing a bad voice, and being dumb. 
N ·OTES. 
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1 Ejop being Teproached for having a haTdjavoured 
vifage, arifwered; "Regard not my looks, but my mind." 
Stobreus. The age of Stobaeus is uncertain, but he 
probably lived fame centuries bifore Planudes. Accord
ing to Fabricius, he lived not long ctjter Themiflius the 
jJhilrfopher, who is the latejt author that he quotes : that 
is, not long after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boyle's 
argument, drawn fr07n the words of Lucian, (fee the 
third nnte of this chapter) it is of no force. The an
cients in geneml conjidered the fables of Efop as ~~the 
comic, pleafant, and laughable kind: the pleafantries of 
Efop; fo (jays Hefychius) they called his fables. 

2 Book v. chap. 5. I find the .flory in Bayle, as fol
lows. Efop being a jhepherd, and feeding his flocks near 
the temple of Afercury, often begged of that god, with 
ardent vows, the enjoyment of wijdom. He had a great 
number of competitors, and what was the corifequence? 
They all went into the temple of Meuury; each carry
ing rich qjfeTings in their hands. Efop, who was poor, 
was the only one who had nothing valuable to qffer . He 
only prefented a little honey and milk, ahd fame .flowers, 
which were not fo much as tied together, Afercury, in 
the diflribution of wijclom, regarding the value of tht: 
qfferings, gave to one jJhilrfophy, to another rhetoric; 
to one aflronomy, to another poetry; and did not re
member Efop till he had .finjjhed his diflribution : when 

?·ecolletlin' 
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7ecolleEling a fable which the HouTs had told him in his 
cradle, he gave Ejop the talent of inventing fables, 
which was the only thing left in the hmife of wijdom. 

3 Of all the injuTies, jays DT. Bentley, which Planu
des had done to }_fop, that which can leajt be forgiven 
hi-In, is, the making juch a monfler of him for uglinejs: 
an ab!ife that has found credit jo unive1jally, that all the 
modern painters, Jince the time of Planudes, have drawn 
him in the worfl jhapes and features that fancy could 
invent. But what revelation had this monk about Ejop's 
deformity? For he mujt learn it by dTeam and vijion, 
and not by oTdinary method'S of knowledge. He lived 
about two tlzoujand yean after him, and in all that traEl 
qf time not one jingle authoT has given the leajt hint, 
that Ejop was ugly. What credit then can be given to 
an ignorant monk, that bToaches a new jto1-y afteT Jo 
many ages? In Plutauh's Convivium ouT Ejop is one 
of the guefls, with Solon and the otheT ]ages of Greece: 
tlze?·e is abundance of jefl and raillery amongft tlwn, 
and particularly upon Efop; but nobody dTolls upon his 
ugly face, which could hardly have efcajJed, had he had 
juch a very ugly one. Perhaps you will Jay, it had been 
rude and indecent, to touch upon a natural imjJerjeElion. 
}vot at all, if done Jojtly and j ocojley. In Plato's Feafl 
they m·e very meTTY upon Socmtes's face, that nifembled 
old Silenus; and in this, they twit Ejop joT having been 
a }lave, which was no more his fault, than deformity 
rvould have been. The Athenians jet ujl a noble flatue 

b to 
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C H A P. III. 

Of his condition, and the courfe of his fludies. 

E S 0 P' s firfi mafier, as rna y be gathered 

frmn the before mentioned Aphthoni

us, was Zemarchus, or Demarchus, fur ... 

named Cardias, a native and inhabitant of 

Athens: and his paffing fome part of his 

youth in this famous city, the mother and 

nurfe of fcie1ice and polite learning, was of 

no fmall advantage to him. 'Tis probable al

fo, that his mafier, perceiving in him a good 

underfianding, agreeable manners, lively 

genius, and a general capacity; and finding 

alfo that he ferved hi1n with much affeClion 

and fidelity; 'tis probable, I fay, that he 

1night take care to get him inilruaed. It 

was from Athens then, as from the foun

tain head, that he drew the purity of the 

Greek language. It was there too, that he 

acquired the knowledge of moral philofo

phy, which at that time was the fafhioti 

able fiudy; there being but few perfons who 

made profeffion of the fpeculative fciences, 
as 
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as may be concluded by the feven fages of 
Greece, the mofi celebrated men of that age, 
amongfi whom Thales, the ~1ilefian, alone 
had the curiofity to inquire into the fecrets 
of natural philofophy, and into the fub
tilties of mathe1natical learning: The refi 
were not reputed wife for any other reafon, 
than their publilliing certain grave and mo
ral fentences, the truth of which they efia
blillied, and rendered of fo1ne authority, by 
their prudent and virtuous lives. Efop, in
deed, did not follow their method; he wifely 
confidered, that the meannefs of his birth, 
and his fervile condition, would not pennit 
him to fpeak with fufficient authority in the 
way of fentence and precept; he therefore 
compofed fables, which by a narration plea{:. 
ing and full of novelty, fo charms the 
minds, even of the 1nofi ignorant, that 
through the pleafure which they receive 
fro1n · it, they tafle imperceptibly the moral 
fenfe which lies concealed underneath. 

I know very well that Efop was not the 
firfi 1 inventor of thofe fables, in which the 

b 3 ufe 
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Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior power? 
Th.y voice avails not in the ravifh'd hour; 
Vain are thy cries: at my defpotic will, 
Or I can fet thee free: or I can kill. 
Unwifely who provokes his abler foe, 
C onquefr frill flies him, and he frrives for woe. 

Cook's Hejiod, B. I. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

OJ his diffeTent maflers, and of his fellow Jervant, tht 
famous courtezan, Rhodopis . 

. , 

LET us now refume the thread of our 

_ narration. In procefs of time, Efop 

was fold to Xanthus, a native of the i:fland 

of 1 Samos; and after he had ferved him 

for a certain time, he was again difpofed 

of to the 2 philofopher Id1non or J adman, 

who was hkewife of that country; and had 
at the fame time for his :flave, that 3 Rho

dopis, who was afterwards fo famous as a 
courtczan. This woman was endowed with 

very extaordinary beauty, and happening to 
be carried into Egypt, Charaxus, the bro~ 

ther of Sappho, the poetefs, fell fo deeply 

in love with her, that he fold all he had, 

and reduced himfelf to extre1ne poverty, in 

order to redeem and fet her at liberty. She 

afterwards rofe to fuch eminence in her vo
cation, and amafled fu.ch heaps of wealth, 

that of the tythe of her gain, fhe caufed 

great numbers of large 4 fpits of iron to be 
made, 
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of Ejop, being firfl adopted by the modefly of Pythago
ras, who was fifty or fixty years later. Indeed the 

jcholia.ft on Ariflophanes calls him the wife. 

3 Asjhe was very beautiful,. and the town of Nau. 
cratis in the ijland of Lejbos, where flu fettled, was 
full of rich and volujJtuous men, }he got a great eflate 
by being a courtezan. 

Herodotus B. II. Chap. 1 34· Plutarch. 

4 Rhodopis being defirous that a monument of her 
jhould be left in Greece, refolved to make juch a prefent 
to the temple at Delphi, as had never been made nor 
thought of before . For this reajon, jhe jJrovided as 
many iron ]pits t{) roafl o.~en, as the- tenth ~~her Jub-

.flance was Jufficient to buy, and jent them to DeljJhi. 
Thefe a?'e }till pnferved behind the altar which the 
Chians raijed, and over againfl the temple iifelj. 

Herodotus. 

5 Pliny's Nat. Hifl. B. XXXVI. Chap. 12. But 
Herodotus, though a credulous author, rejefls this 

flory. He maintains, that the pyramid, the buiding 
of which was ajcribed to Rhodopis, was built many 
years before the reign of Amafis, in which that courte
zan lived. He adds, that tho' jhe had got a great 

eflate, 



The L I F E of E .S 0 P. 
. . 

XXVll 

tjlate, jhe would not have been able to Ju.ftain the im
menfe charges of that building. 

Herod. B. II. Chap. I34· I35· 

6 As it does contain Juch mere fooleries, it is confe
quently very improper to be fixed to a book of moral 
lejfons, which Quintilian recommends, as the rno.ft vfe
ful that can be put into the hands of youth. Igitur 
Efopi fabellas, Jays he, quce fabulis nutricularum 
proxime fuccedunt, narrare Jermone puro1 et nihil 

Je Jupra modum extollente; deinde eandem gracilita
tem fl:ylo exigere, condifcant. Q.uint. Lib. I. Let 
them learn to recite Efop' s Fables (which come next 
after the little flories of the nurfery) in pure language, 

\ 

free from all undue elevation; and then let the'm exer-
cife their flyle upon the fame model of jimplicity. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V 

OJ his advancement to the court of Cnifus king of Ly
dia, and of his meeting the Jeven ]ages theu. 

W HATEVER may be doubtful in 
the life of Efop, there is nothing 

more certain, than, that after recovering his 
liberty, he foon acquired a very great repu
tation amongfi the Greeks, being held in al
moft equal eftimation with any of the feven 
fages, who flourifhed at this time, that is, 
the 1 fifty-fecond olympiad. The fame of 
his wifdo1n reaching the ears of Cra:fus, 
that monarch fent for him to his court, ad
lnitted him to his friendfhip, and fo obliged 
him by his favours, that he 2 engaged him
felf in his fervice to the end of his days. 
His refidence in the court of this mighty 
king, rendered him 1nore polite than mofi 
of the other philofophers of his time; more 
complaifant to the humour of princes, and 
more reconciled to monarchical government, 

. of which he gave evident proofs on divers 
occafions. For inftance; when Cra:fus had 

prevailed 
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prevailed with the feven fages to meet in his 

capital city of Sardis; after having !hewn 

them the magnificence of his court, and his 

vaft riches, he ~fked them, whom thev 
I 

thought the happieft man Gf aU they had 

known: Some na1ned one perfon, and fame 

another? Solon, in particular, gave this praife 

to '.3 T'ellus,anAthenian; and alfo to 4Cieo

bis and Biton, Argians, concluding, that 

no one could be pronounced happy before 

his death. Efop, perceiving the king was 

not well fatisfied with any of their anfwers, 

fpoke in his tun~ and faid.-For my part1 

I a1n perfuaded. that Cr~fus hath as much 

pre-eminence in happinefs over all Qther 

men, as the fea hath over all the rivers~ 

The king was fo pleafed with this judgment, 

that he eagerly pronounced that fentence, 

which has continued ever iince a common 

proverb-The Phrygian has hit th e mark ! 

When Solon ,therefore, took leave of Cree ... 

fus, who difmiffed hitn very coolly ; Efop 

being forry that Solon had fpoken to the 

king wjth fo little complaifance, faid to him, 

as he accompanied him part of the way, 0 
Solon, 
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Solon, either we m~fi not fpeak to kings, or 
we mufi fay what pleafes them. On the 
contrary,:anfwered Solon, we mufl: either not 

fpeak to kings at all, or we mufl: give them 
good and ufeful advice. Another time, as 
Efop was travelling over Greece, either to 
fatisfy his curiofity, or about the particular 
affairs of Crcefus, it happened that he paffed 
through Athens, jufl: after 5 Pififiratus had 
ufurped the fovereign power, and abolifhed 
the populat fl:ate: feeing that the Athenians 
bore the yoke very impatiently, longing to 
recover their liberty, and to rid themfelves 
of Pififiratus, though his government was 
eafy and moderate, Efop related to them the 
fable of the frogs that intreated Jupiter to 
give them a king; exhorted them to fubmit 
chearfully to fo good a prince as Pifiilratus, 
lefl: in changing they {hould fall under the 
power of fome mifc hievous and cruel ty ... 
rant. 

NOTES. 
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1 Laertius, in the life of Chiton. 

2 Snidas. 

3 Tellus was a poor Athenian, but a man ~~ great 

probity; who, upon account of having given his chil

dren a good education, and lofl his own life in the field 

of battle, fighting for his country, had this noble tejti

mony given to his happinefs, by Solon. 
Plutarch. Diog. Leartius. 

4 Cleobis and Biton weTe fans to the priejtifs of Juno, 

who, when their mother wanted horjes for her chariot, 

Jet their jhouLders to it, and drew it to the temjJle, which 

was 48 furlongs. The old lady, being much ajfeEled 

with this injtance of filial duty, prayed the goddejs 

Juno to favour them with the greatejt blejjing that could 

be bejtowed upon mankind : the ne:"<t morning they were 

both found dead in the temple. Herod. B. I. Val. 

Max. B. V. And th ejtory is mentioned aifo by Cicero 

in his T zifculan Q.uejtions, to )hew, that death is to be 

looked upon rather as rm advautage than an evil. 

5 Phaedrus. 

c CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

Some detached paTticulars of his life; and the imp?-oba
bility of P!anudes's account of his travels into Egypt 
and Babylon. 

T HER E are not many other particulars 
found concerning Efop, in authors 

worthy of credit; except it be, that he once 
again met with the fevcn fages of Greece, in 
the court of 1 Periander, king of Corinth. 
However, I dare not affirm whether it was 
here, or in fome other . place, that falling 
into difcourfe with Chilon, who had afked 
him, What 2 God was doing? He anfwcred, 
that he was hunibling high things, and ex
alting low. Some alfo relate, that to £hew 
how the life of 1nan abounds with 1nifery, 
and that one pleafu re is accompanied with 
a thoufand pains; Efop was wont to fay, 
that 3 Prometheus having taken earth to 
form a man, had tempered and moifiened 
it, not with water, but with tears . 

I rejeB: as pure falfhood and invention, 
all that Planudes writes of Efop's travels 

into 
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into Egypt and Babylon, becaufe he inter ... 
mixes ltbries altogether incredible; and adds 
to then1 certain circumfiances, which ::.1.re 
repugnant to the truth of hiftory, or which 
wholly overturn th~ order of time. I il1all 
content 1nyfelf with alledging two fignal fal
fities, on w hie h he builds all the refi of his 
narration. He fays, that the king who 
reigned in Babylon when Efop went thi
ther, was called Lycerus. But who has 
ever read or heard of fuch a king? Let the 
catalogue of all the kings of Babylon, fron1 
Nabonafler to Alexander the Great, be ex
amined, and you :fhall not find one a1nongfi 
the1n 'Nhofe name is at all like Lycerus. On 
the other hand, by the exaClefi chronology 
it ·will appear, that in Efop's time there 
could be no other king in Babylon, but Ne
buchadnezer, and his father N ebopo la:ffer; 
fince Nebopola:ffer reigned one and twenty 
years, and Nebuchadnezer forty three, who 
died the fame year with Efop, being the firfl: 
of the fifty-fourth olympiad. Neither is it 
1nore poffible to believe, that Efop went in
to Egypt in the t1me of king Neetanebus, 

c '2 as 
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as Planudes afferts; fince this king did not 
begin to reign till two hundred years after 
the death of Efop: that is to fay, in the 
hundred andfo urth olyinpiad. And one need 
not be very learned in crhonology, to be 
certain, that Efop lived partly under the 
reign of A pries, and partly under that of his 
Succeffor Amafis, king of Egypt. 

N 0 T E S. 

1 Plutauh ojfures us, in Convivio Sapientum, that 

Crafus Jent Efop to Periander the tyrant ~~ Corinth, as 
well as to the oracle at D elphi: but how does this agree 

with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, tells us, 

that according to Sojicmtes, Periander died many years 

before the reign of Crafw ?-

2 Laertius, in the life of Chiton. 

3 Themifl. Orat. XXXII. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VII. 

OJ his dea.th. 

'

j'{ J HAT P lanudcs relates about the 
1 V death of Efop, comes nearer to the 

truth, than any thing which he has written 

concerning his life. However, it is frill 

fafer to rely on what ancient authors have 

faid on the fubjea; and they record it thus. 

Efop, being fent by Cr~fus to the 1 city of 

Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in order 

to offer magnificent facrifices to Apollo, and 

to difiribute to each citizen fe>ur minx of 

filver; it happened that 2 differences arofe 

betv.reen him and the townfmen, to fuch a 

degree, that he fpoke of them in very pro

voking terms. Among other things, here

proached then1 with having hardly any ar3.

ble land, and that were it not for the great 

concourfe of {hangers, and the frequent fa

crifices that were offered in their temple, 

they \·vould foon be reduced to die of hun

ger. Not fatisfied ·with offending them in 

word , he proceeded to deeds: having per-
c 3 formed 
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formed the facrifices in the n1.an11er that 
Crc:Efus had ordered, he fent back the refi 
of the money to the city of"Sardis, as judg
ing the Delphians unworthy to partake of 
the king's liberality . This irritated the1n· 

againfi him to fuch a degree, that they con
fulted hm"' they 1night be revenged on hin1., 
and confpired by a notorious villany to 
take away his life. They hid amongfl: his 
baggage one of the 3 g-olden ve:ffels confe
crated to Apollo; and as Efop departed to
wards Phocis, they fent immediate me:ffen
gers after him, w b o fearching his baggage, 
found the ve:ffel w hie h thev themfelves had 

I 

there depofited. On this, they prefently 
drag him to prifon, accu{e him of facrilege, 

and fentence him to be precipitated fr01n 
the rockHyampia,which was thepuniilunent 
commonly infliB:ed on facrilegiaus pcrfons, 
As they were on the point of throwing hi1n 
off, in order to deter them from fo execrable 
an a&, by the apprehenfion of divine j1.-dtice, 
which fuffer no wickednefs to go unpu
ni:f11ed, he told them the 4 fable of the eagle 

and the beetle. .But the Delphians paying 
no 
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no regard to his fable, pufhed him down 

the precipice. It is recorded, however, that 

their land was rendered barren, and that 

they were afflitled with Inany firange dif

tempers, for feveral years afterwards. In 

this difirefs they confulted the oracle, and 

were anfwered, that all their miferies were 

owing to the unjufl: condemnation and 

death of Efop. On this, they caufed it to 

be proclaimed by found of trumpet, at all 

the pub lie feafl:s and ,general meetings of the 

Greeks, that if there were any of the kindred 

of Efop, who would demand fatisfaB:ion 

for his death, he was ddired to come and 

exatl it of them, in what 5 Inanner he 

pleafed. But no one was found ·that pre

tended any right in this affair, till the third 

generation; when a Samian prefented him- . 

felf, na1ned J admon, grandfon of that 

J admon, who had been 1nafier to Ef~p in the 

ifland of Samos : and the Delphians having 

made hi1n fome fatisfa8ion, w,ere delivered 

fro1n their calamities. 'Tis faid, that after 

thi ti1ne, they transferred the punifhment 

of facrilegious perfons from the rock Hyam-
c 4 p1a 
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pia to that of Nauplia. Fron1 hence it ap
pears, as I hinted above, to be the opinion 
of I-Ierodotus and Plutarch, that ] adrnon 
was the lafi mafier of Efop, and he that fet 
him free; becaufe otherwife, neither he nor 
any of his defcendents could have any in
terefi in his death, nor pretend to any right 
of f€eking reparation, o~ receiving fatisfac
twn. 

N 0 T E S. 

1 ScholiajtonAriflophanes. Vjep. "'},r. I437· 

2 On what occafion thife dijferences arqfe, we are 
not expnjfly told: yet fame circumjtances lead one to 
imagine, that Ejop's expectations were not quite Jatif
.fied with regard to the Delphians. From the great 
concourje of Jenfible men, who were difpatchecl from 
all parts if Greece to their city; he had probably been 
led to expeel in them fame Juperior degree of virtue or 
wifdom; but found them, upon a nearer acquaintance, 
to be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching 
them for depend.ingfo much on the benefits arijingfrom 
Jacrifices, as to negleel the cultivation of their lands, 
Jeems an intimation of the firfl; and his compariug 
th_e cU'I:iofiti that brought him thither, to that of people 

at 
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at the fea fide, who feeing Jomewhat come floating to

wards them a great way off at Jea, take it at .firfl to 

be fame mighty matter; but upon its driving nearer 

and nearer to the jhore, find it at lafl to be only a heaj> 

of weeds and rubbijh-is almo.ft a confirmation of the 

latter. Indeed, what authority Sir Roger Lejlrange 

had for making Ejop relate this fable to the Delphians, 

he has not been Jo kind as to inform us. 

3 Ariflophanes. Heraclides, zn Gronov. Thif. 

Graec. Tom. VI. p. 2830. 

4 The eagle and the beetle was one of the mo.ft noted 

fables of Ejop: Ariflpphanes mentions it Jeveral times. 

The ciuumflances oJ it, as far as they may be col

leeled from him, are as follows: '' That the beetle flew 

up to heaven; and O'ut of hatred to the eagle, rolled 

his eggs out of the nefl, and jo Tevenged himfelf ~~the 

injury which the eagle had done him." In Pace, 

jr. 17 7. he Jays, "That Ejop told this fable to the 

Delphians, when they had accujed him of jacrilege. 

V ejjJ. Yr. r 4 3 7. And when they were about to throw 

him down the rock," Jays the Scholiajt. The Scholiafl 

upon thife pajfages gives us thife farther particulars: 

''It is related in the fables of Ejop, that the eagle and 

the beetle were at enmity together, and they dejh·oyed 

one another's eggs: that the eagle having jeized and 

eaten up the young ones of the beetle, and Jo given the 
firfl 



xi The L I F E of E S 0 P . 

.firfl jHovocation, the beetle got by flealth at the eagle1
.; 

eggs, anrl tolLed them out ofrthe nefl; following him 
even into the jJrifence of JujJiter: the eagle making his 
comjJlaint, Jupiter ordeTed him to make his nefl ·in his 
lap: while ]ujJiter had the eggs in his lajJ, the beetle 
came flying abmtt him; and Jupiter rijing ujJ una
wares, to dTive the beetle ar.vay.from his head, threw 

• down the eggs and broke them." Suidas, plainly 
quoting the fame fable, jctys a!fo, "That he nife ujJ 
to drive mvay the b-eetle .flying aborut his hwd." Ari:fto
j3hams in another jJiaa 1~[es t!te jrroverbal faying, ~~I 
will be youT midwife, as the beetle was to the eagle.' 7 

Lyfljlrata, ;2r . Gg 5. UjJon which the Scholia:fl remarks, 
~~That the beetles dejh·oy the eagles eggs by Tollirtg them; 
out of the nejl .... , and Suidas Jays, ~~That the pro-u erfi
ij 1ifed of thoje, who re-uenge themjelves of fiuh as have 
jirjl ujed them ill, though they are much ·more jJower
jul ;" and adds lihewije, ~~That the beetle is Jaid tc; 
d~firoy the eagle's eggs/' as c' thing that wmmonly 
lwjJjJens. 

It is j;lain from hent:e, that the fable of the eagl·e 
and beetle, as we have it now, dijfen very much J1·om 
the original fable of 1-Joj;. There is no mention at all 
of the haTe; the jJrovocation given by the eagle, was 
his dejiroying the beetle's eggs, or '}'Oung ones ; and 
the beetle made Jupiter throw the eggs out of his lajJ~ 
?Wt by throwing a ball of dung into his lap, /;ut by 

flying-
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flying about his head. What is added in the jJnfent 
fable, of Jupiter's endeavouring to reconcile the two 
jJarties ," but in vain; and then, to priferve the race 
of eagles, ordering them to lay their eggs in a Jeajon 
in which no beetles appear; is quite bejide Ejop's pur
pr!fe, and the occajion d" the fable. The moral, which 
he intended to expnJs, and which the occaffion ?·equiTCd, 
is, agueable to Suidas's inteTpretation if the proverb, 
that the weak ~ften find means to revenge thenifelves of 
the powe?ful, who without provocation have infuud 
them. The latte?· ciuwrU'fance relating to the jeajon in 
which the eagle breeds, is contrary to the obfervation 
of the Scholiafl on A1·ijiophanes, and Suidas; and, I 

juppr!fe, is not tnte infaCl. 

The genuine fable ~~ EjojJ is certainLy lofl: a~d 
that which we have may jn·obably have been invented 
by Planudes; _it is in his collection, and Jtands the 
fourth in that edition of them, which was jJrinted by 
Robert Stephens in r 546. That the reader may judge 
for himje~f, I wiLL here injert a literal t?·anjlation of 
it, given me by the Jmne learned friend, who favoured 
me with the above olfervations. 

The Eagle and the Beetle. 

A Hare being pU?jued by an Eagle, betook hinifelf 
for njuge to the nejt of the Beetle, whom he intreqtecl 

to 
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to Jave him. The Beetle therefore inteTCeded with tht 
Eagle, begging of him not to kill the poor JupjJliant 
Hare; and conjuring hin~ by the almighty Jupiter, not 
to }light and dijregard his intercejfion, becauje he was 

Jo ]mall an animal. But the Eagle in great wmtlt 
gave the Beetle a flap with his wing, and immediately 

Jeized the Hare, and devoured him. When the Eagle 
flew away, the Beetle fl ew after hirn,Jo far as to learn 
where his nejt was; and then getting to it, rolled down 
his eggs out of it, and broke them. The Eagle grieved 
and enraged to think that any one jhould attemjJt Jo au
dacious a thing, built hisnejt the next time in a higher 
jJlace; but the Beetle got to it again, and Jerved him 
ju.fl in the fame manner. The Eagle gHatly dijtrtjfed, 
and not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (to 
whom he is accounted Jacred ) and jJlaced her third 
brood of eggs as a dejJCljite in the lap of the God, begging 
him to guard them. Upon this the Beetle, ha!)ing made 
a ball of dung, flew up, and dropped it in JujJZ'ter, s 
lajJ; who riji1~g on a judden to ]hake it qff~ unawaTes 
threw down the eggs with it, which were thus again 
broken. Jupiter being i?iformed by the Beetle, that he 
had done this to be uvenged vf the Eagle, who had 
not only beh4ved injurioujly to him, (the Beetle) but 
even irnpi01ifl.y towards the God hirnfelj, told the Eagle 
when he carne to him, that the Beetle was the pm·ty 
aggrieved, and that he cornjJlained not without ruifon : 
but being unwilling that the race of Eagles jhould be 

diminijhed, 
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diminijhed, he advijed the Beetle to come to an acc-.{}m
rnodation with the Eagle. As the Beetle would not 
agree to this, he transjened the Eagle's breeding to 
another Jeafvn, when there are no Beetles to be Jeen. 

Abfurditi-es in the forgoing Fable. 

The Hare's flying to the Beetle for protetlion; or to 
the Beetle's nefl for refuge :--utterly improbable. 

The Beetle's rolling the Eagle's eggs out of th'e nefi; 
--impo.J!ible. 

The only moral of the fable is, that no proteelion, 
however powerful, ]hall exempt the opprejfive and in
jurious from the vengeance of the jujferers, howeve1· 
weak. The circumjtance added, that Jupiter trarif-
ferred the Eagle's breeding to a Jeafon when there au 
no Beetles, dejlroys this moral; and is probably aifo 

Jalje infaEl. -

3 Herodotus. Plutarch . 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VIII. 

Of the honoun done him after his death. 

AN D now I will readily agree with Pla
nudes, that Efop was regretted by the 

great eft and wifefi men of Greece, who tef~ 
tified to the Delphians how much they re
fented his death . But I add, that the Athe
neans, in particular, had Efop in fo 1nuch 
honour, that they ereB:ed for him_ a Inagni
£cent fiatue in their city; regarding 1nore 
the greatnefs of his perfon al n1erit, than the 
1neannefs of hi s race and condition. I fur
ther fay, that the opinion which all the 
world had conceived of his \vifdom and 
probity, encouraged the poets to make the 
people believe, that the 1 gods had raj fed him 
again to life, as they had done 'Tyndarus, 
Hercules, Glaucus, and Hypolitus. Nay, 
fome have not fcrupled to affirm, that he 
lived many years. after his 2 refurreClion, and 
fought twice on the fide of the Greeks, againfi 
the Perfians, in the firaits of Thermopyl~, 

which 
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which mufi have been above eighty years 
after his death. But thefe are fuch mani
fefi abfurdities, as confute themfelves. Nei
ther is it probable, as fame have afferted, 
that he wrote 3 two books concerning what 
happened to him in the city of Delphi, un-
1efs it be fuppofed that he made two voyages 
thither, and wrote of the firfi: for in the 
lafi, it is very improbable he fhould have 
any time for fuch a work; neither can it be 
grounded on the tefiimeny ·of any author 
worthy of credit. 'Tis indeed 1nofl: pro
bable, that he lefi: nothing in writing but 
his 4[ables; which, either for the elegance 
of the narration, or the ufefulncfs of their 
tnorality, have always been fo much cfieem
ed, that many of them have preferved them
felves in the 1nemories of 1nen for above 
two thoufand years. Yet I do not affert, 
that thofe which Planudes has publifhed, 
are the j very fables which Efop ·wrote, as 
Planudes has given us too many occafions 
to doubt of his :fincerity; and alfo, as be has 
omitted in his collection many fables, which 

.. ancient authors have attributed to Efop. If 
·we 
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we could be certain that it is the genuine 

work of Efop, we mufi douhtlefs confefs, 

that we have no writings in profe 1nore an

cient, except the books of Mofes , and fome 

others of the Old T efi a1nen t. 

N 0 T E S. 

1 Scholiafl on Ari.flophanes, Aves, y. 4 7 I. Sui

das . 

2 Ptolomaeus . Hej;heflion in Photius et Biblioth . 

?, Suidas. 

4 Dr. Bentley ajferts, that it is very uncertain whe

theT Ejop left any f ables behind him, in writing, to 

which ML Boy! e arifwers, that the phraje of antiquity 

is the fame when they mention any thing of EfojJ 's, as 

it would have been, had they thought Ejop realLy to 

have written it : the ancients quote him j ufl as they do 

other a'uthors. 
Boyle agairJl Bentley. 

T here is a pajfage in Plato's Phaedo, where Socra

tes jays, Among the f ables of Ejop which I had at hand, 

and kn ew to be his, I put thoje into verfe that .fir.ft oc
curred 
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curred to me. Which words imply, that Socrates made 
tife of a written book of Efop's fables. 

Ibid. 

Of three pajfages, proceeds the fame writer, which 
the Dotlor has brought to prove Ejop no author, two 
of them prove the diTetl contrary; and the other pt·oves 
only, thal Dr. Bentley has read Jomebody, that has 
read ATijtophanes. And is this the irreftflible evidence, 
with which he has tahen upon him to confront the opi
nion of two thoujand years? Is ti fit that rnenjlzould 
mala 1ife of their little jkill in letters, the iT conjectures, 
their fancies, their dreams, to attack the reputation~~ 
our Jirfl maflers in writing? Is it grateful, with Juch 
groundlejs fiifjJicions as thife, to fall upon the fath er 
of moral fable, whoje hajJjJy way of conveying know
ledge has been _ever Jpoken of with.fo much refpeCl, and 
been offuch }landing 'life to manlcind? 

Ibid. 

5 It is Hmarkable, Jays .father Vavqf!m·, that Henry 
Stephens, in his Thifaurus Linguae G1·aecae, never 
cited lifop's fab es; which jltews that he took them for 
the work of a modern Greek. It feems probable, 
nay, almoR: certain, Jays he, that Planudes co1-
leC1ed the fables of Efop, partly from his ancef
tors, and partly from reading feveral authors; 
that fome were his own invention, that he added 

d the 
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the moral and explication, often agreeable to his 

own fancy, and that the whole was put into his 

own form and words. He confirms his conjeElure 

by the conformity of flyle which may be obferved be

tween the life of Ejop, and the fables: and no one is 

ignorant that Planu,des is the author of that life. Va

vcif[or juTther obferves, that mention is made ~~ the 

Piraeus in one of Ejop's fables. Now the Piraeus was 

not built till the 76 th olympiad; before that time the 

Phalerum was the port of the Athenians: Jo that as 

Ejop died in the 54th olympiad, long before Thernij

tocles had built the Piraeus, it would have been tht 

Phalen.trn, and not the Piraeus, that Ajop would havt 

'mentioned. 

But fath eT Va·uajfor is not the firfl who has taken 

Planudes for the author ~f EjojJ's fables now extant. 

Nevelet, who jntbLijhed a colleElion of fables in I 61 o, 

declared hi11ife!J of this opinion. Of all the manu

fcripts in my po:ffeffion, Jays he, not one had the 

fables of Efop which now are publifhed, which 

I imagine to be written by Planudes, as well as 

Efop' s Life. The mamifcrijJts he ]peaks of, were in 

the library of Heidelberg, and hadfurnijhed him with 

about I 36 fables, which he added to thoje of Efop al

ready jJrinted, which are about Is o ; Jo that Nevelet's 

colleClion confzjted of c;, 86 fables. Bayle. 

The 
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The late Dr. Bentley was alfo of this opinion. I 
jhall examine, Jays he, thofe Greek fables now extant, 
that ajfume the name of Ejop himfeif. There are two 
parals of the prifent fables; the one, whid are more 
ancient, i 3 6 in number, were fir.fl jntbljjhed out~~ the 
Heidelberg library, by Nevelet in I 6 I o. The editor 
lzimjelj well obferved, that they were falfely aftribed to 
Efop, becazife they mention holy monks. To which I 
will add, jays the Doflor, another rernaTk, that ther·e 
is a jentena out of Job-Naked we all came, and 
naked fhall we return. But becauje theje two paf 

Jages are in the epirnythion, (the moral) and belong not 
to the fable iifeif; they may jujUy be fuppofed to be ad
ditions only, and interpolations of the true book. Ijhall 
the1·ejore give fame better reafons to prove they an~ a 
'recent work. That they cannot be Efop's own, th e 
I 8 Ijt fable is a demoriflmtive pTooj: for that is a .flory 
of lJemades the ·rhetoT, who lived about 2 oo yean af
teT our Phrygians'stime. The I93 is about Momus's 
carping at the works of the gods. He there finds this 
fault in the bull, That his eyes were not placed in his 
honu, that he might f ee where he p1flhed. But Lu
cian, ]peaking of the fame fable, has it thus, That his 
horns were not placed right bejo1·e his eyes. And ATif 
totle has it a thi?·d way, That his honrs were not placed 
about his jhoztldeTs, where he might make the jtTongrfl 
p'Lflh; but in the tendeTejt part, his head. I think it 
jJ?·obable jTorn hence, that Efop did not write a book of 

d 2 hi.r 
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his fables; for then there would not have been juch a 
djfferenu in the telling.-There is gHat reajon to be
li'eve they weTe drawn up by Planud'es; a monk of Con-
flantinople, who died in th'e year 13 7 o : for there is no 
mamifcript, any where, above 300 years old, that has 
the jabl'es accordi1ig to that cojJy.-This ideot of a monk 
has aljo given us a book, which he calls a life of EfojJ, 
that jJerhajJs cannot be matched in any language, for 
ignomnce and noriferl:fe· He had picked ujJ two or three 
tnte jtoTies; that Ejop was a }lave to one Xanthus' car
riecl a burthen of bread, converfed with Crcejus, and 
was jntt to death at Delphi : but the circumjtances of 
theje, and all his other tales, are jJure invention. He 
makes Xantlws, an ordinary Lydian, or Samian, to be 
a jJhilofopher; which word was not heard of in thoje 
days, but invented ajterwaTds by Pythagoras. 'Twas 
the king of Ethiopia's problem to Amajis, king of Egypt, 
to drink up the fea: but Planudes makes it a wager 
of Xanthus with one of ·his jcholars. To fay nothing 
of his chronological enors, mijtakes of an hundred 01· 

two hundred years, whocanread with jJatience that .filly 
dijcourje between Xanthus and his man Ejop; not a 
bit better than our j?enny merriments jJTinted at London 
bridge. 

Bentley on Efop' s fables. 
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In anjwer to what Dr. Bentley has ]aid above, con
cerning the fables of Ejop being not written by himjelj, 
Mr. Boyle thus argues. Nobody ever imagined that 
all, Qr half the fables, that have gone under the name 
if Ejop, are his: or that any of them almojt, are in the 
very fame words and jyllables, that they were in when 
they came out of his hands . Th ey have doubtlejs wzdcr
gone great alterations, jome more and jome (ejs; but if 
'under all theje changes, jlill the fame little jl9ry in its 
chief ciuumflm~~es, the fame Jimplicity in telling it, tht 
]arne humorous tunt of thought, and in a good meajure 
the fame woTds too, have been preferved; theTe is enough 
of Ejop left, whereby we may make a true j udgment of 
his Jpirit, and genius, and manner ~~performance. 
When Dr. Bentley )hall clearly have made out, either 
that none of thefe fables carne from Ejop himjeif.; or~ if 
they did, yet that in the very form and cafl of them, a~ 
well as the e ..... prdfion, they have been Jince Jo totally al
teTed, that they deferve not to be called the fame; it will 
then be time enough to own, that we are unable to judge 
of Ejop's meTit by any thing in the prcfent colleelion: but 
till that is done, we may Jafely enjoy ow· opinions, and 
they that have admired Ejop, may v~nture to go, on,, 
and admire hi1~L flil(. 

As for what the Doelor has ]aid of Planudp, I mzifl 
conjejs, Jays M.T. l}oyle, I have not the deepefl venera
tion for his charaela; but neither [{ln I think Jo dcfpi-

cl 3 cnbly 
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cably of him as the lofty Dr. Bentley does, becaife I find 

him well Jpoken of by men of good knowledge and judg

ment, and even by his adve1jaries themjelves. Nay r 

Dr. Bentley, I think, gives an account of him, not at 

all to his difadvantage, where he Jays, that the jet of fa

bles he put out, was of his own drawing up= 'amongfl 

which, there are jeveral Jo well turned, jo exaflly copyed 

from nature, and built on juch a true knowledge of hu

man life and qffairs, that 'tis plain he was neither an 

ideot nor a monk~ that comjH!fed them. But the only 

reajon Dr. Bentley gives for his believing them to be 

drawn up by Planudes, is, that there is no manufcript, 

any where, above 3 oo years old, that has the fa

bles according to that copy. No m.amifcript! 

any where! Very extenfive words: 'tis pretty difficult 

to arifwer for all the libraries of Europe . But this was 

an cVJertion .fit to be laid down by Dr. Bentley, becaujt 

irnpojfible to be proved; and I believe not difficult to 

be difproved : for, as rnuch out of the way qf thefe things 

as I live, I have cajually heard of a m.anujc?·ipt, older 

than Planurles, that has the fabl~s according to his 

copy; Vojfius's mamifcript I mean, which, though I 

kave not jeen it myjelj, yet better judges than I am, who 

have jeen it, ajfure me, that it is about 5o o years old, 

and that Vojfius himjelj always efleemed it Jo. 'Tis 

ttl Le,glen. 
/ 

Boyle againfl Bentley-
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Fabricius doubts of this mamifcript of V oj]ius men

tioned by Boyle; it requires, he Jays, further examina

tion. Montjaucon promifed, (in his Diarium Italicurn) 

that he would publijh from a mamifcript of the mona-

fl?·y of St. Mary at FloTence, the life of EjojJ, with 

the fables, as they were e:lGtant b~fou the time of Pia

nudes, more at large : (in a djffuje flyle) fo?· that Pta

nudes had omitted ]orne fables, and had w1·itten both 

the life and the fables in a very different jlyle, and af

ter his own manner. 
Fabricius. 

I Juppoje lviontfaucon never fulfilled his p1·omije. 

AN 
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Introduc1ion. 

W H 0 EVER undertakes to compofe a 

fable, whether of the fublimer and 

more complex kind~ as the epick and 

dramatick; or of the lower and more fimple, as 

what has been called the Efopean; :fhould make 

it his principal intention to illufl:rate fome one 

moral or prudential maxim. To this point the 

compofition in all its parts mufl: be directed; and 

this will lead him to defcribe fome action pro

per to enforce the maxim he has chofen. In fe

veral refpects therefore the greater fable and the 

lefs agree. It is the bufinefs of both to teach 

fome p:u ticular moral, exemplified by an action, 

and this enlivened by natural incidents. Both 

alike mufl: be fupported by appofite and proper 

characters, and both be furni:fhed with fentiment.s 

and language fuitable to the character thus em

ployed. I would by no means however infer, 

that, to produce one of thefe fmall pieces requires 

the fame degree of genius, as to form an epick 

or dramatick Fable. All I would infinuate, is, 
that 
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that the apologue has a right to fome D1are of 
our efteem, from .the relation it bears to the po
ems before mentioned: as it is honourable to 
fpring from a noble ftem, although in ever fore
mote a branch. A perfect fable, even of this in
ferior kind, feems a much :!honger proof of ge
nius than the mere narrative of an event. The 
latter indeed requires judgrf!ent: the former, to
gether with judgment, demands an effort of the 
imagination. 

Having thus endeavoured to procure thefe lit
tle compofitions as much regard as they may 
fairly claim, I proceed to treat of fome particu
lars moft elfen tial to their character. 

S E C T I. 

Of the Tmth or Moral of a Fabfe. 

'TIS the very eiTence of a Fable to convey 
fome Moral or ujejul Truth, beneath the 

lhadow of an allegory. It is this chiefly that dif
tinguifhes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed gives 
it the pre-eminence in point of ufe and dignity. 
A Tale may co,nfifl: of an event either ferious or 
comic; and, provided it be told agreeably, may 
be excellent in its kind, though it fhould imply 
no fort of Moral. But the action of a Fable is 
contrived on purpofe to teach and to imprint fome 

Truth· 
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Truth; and :fhould clearly and obvioufly include 
the iHufiration of it in the very catafrrophe. 

The TTuth to be preferred on this occalion 
fhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor 
triviaL Such would ill deferve the pains employed 
in Fable to convey it. As little alfo fhould it be 
one that is very dubious, dark, or controverted. 
It fhould be of fuch a nature, as to challenge 
the affent of every ingenious and faber judgn'lent; 
never a poi~t of mere [peculation; but tending 
to inform or Temind the reader, of the proper means 
tint lead to happinefs, or at leafi, to the feverai 
duties, decorums, and proprieties of conduct, 
\rhich each particular Fable endeavours to en
force. 

The reafon why Fable has been fo ri1uch efleem
ed in all ages and in all countries; is perhaps 
-owing to the polite manner in which its maxims 
are conveyed. The very article of giving in
firuthon fuppofes at leaf!, a fuperiority of wif
dom in the advifer; a circumfiance by no means 
favourable to the ready admiffion of advice. 'Tis 
the peculiar excellence of Fable to wave this air 
of fuperiority: it leavs the reader to collect the 
moral; who by thus difcovering more than is 
iliewn him, finds his principle of felf-love g?·ati-

fied, 
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jied, infiead of being difguflecl. The attention is 

either taken off from the ad vi fer; or, if other

wife, we are at leaft flattered by his humility 

and addrefs. 

Befides, infiruCt.ion, as conveyed by Fable, does 

not only lay afide its lofty mien and fupercili

ous afpeet, but appears dreft in all the fmiles and 

graces which can ftrike the imagination, or en

gage the paffions. It pleafes in order to con

vince; and it imprints its moral fo much the 

deeper, in proportion as it entertains; fo that 

we may be faid to feel our duties at the very in

{lant we compTehend them. 

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable 

is brought to a ftriet agreement with the fore

going account of it. This ho,·vever ought to be 

the writer's aim. 'Tis the fimple manner in which 

the Morals of Efop are interwoven with his Fa

bles, that difhnguifhes him, and gives him the 

preference to all other mythologifis . His Moun

tain delivered of ::t Moufc, produces the Moral of 

his Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders; 

and his Crow, when lhe drops her cheefe, lets 

fall, as it were by accident, the firongefi admo

nition againfi the power of flattery. There is 

no need of a feparate fentence to explain it; no 

poffibility 
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poffibility of impreffing it deeper, by that load 
we too often fee of accumulated reflections. In
deed the Fable of the Cock and the Precious 
Stone is in this refpeB: very exceptionable. The 
leffon it inculcates is fo dark and ambiguous, that 
different expofitors have given it quite oppofite in
terpretations; fome imputing the C cok's rejec
tion of the Diamond to his wijdom, and others 
to his ignorance. 

StriB:ly fpeaking then, one fhouJd render need
lefs any detached or exjJlicit moral. Efop, the fa
therof this kind of writing, difclaimed any fuch 
affifiancc. 'Tis the province of Fable to give it 
.birth in the mind of the perfon for whom it is 
intended: otherwife the precept is direCl, which 
is contrary to the nature and end of allegory. How
ever, in order to give all neceffary affifiance to 
young readers, an Index is added to this col
leB:ion, containing the fubjeB: or moral of each 
Fable, to which the reader may occafionally ap

ply. 

After all, the gTeatfjt fault in any compofition 
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) is ob

jcurity. There can be no purpofe anfwered by a 
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Caracci 
and Raphael himfelf, rather than rifque fo un

pardonabl~ 
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· pardonable a fault, have admitted verbal expla
nations into fame of their beft piB:ures. It inufr 
be confeiTed, that every fiory is not capable of 
telling its own Moral. In a cafe of this nature, 
and this only, it :i11ould be exprif!ly introduced. 
Perhaps alfo, where the point is doubtful, we 
ought to iliew enough for the lefs acute, even at 
the hazard of £hewing too 1nuch for the more faga
cious; who, for this very reafon, that they are 

more fagacious, will pardon a fuperfluity which 
is fuch to them alone. 

But, on thefe occaflons, it has been matler of 
difput.e, \vhether the moral is better introduced 
at the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop, as I 
faid before, univerfally rejeB:ed any feparate Mo
ral. Thofc v,re now find at the clofe of his Fa
bles, were placed there by other hands. Among 
the ancients, Przedrus; and Gay, among the 
m.oclerns, inferted theirs at the beginning: La 
1\1otte prefers them ::tt the conclujion; and Fon
taine difpofes of them indifcriminateLy, at the be
ginning or end, as he fees convenient. If, amidft 
the authority of fuch great names, I might ven
ture to mention my own opinion, I fhould rather 
jJre_fix them as an introduClion, than add them as 
an ajJpendage . For I would neither pay my reader 

nor myfelf fo bad a compliment, as to fuppofe, 
after 
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after he had read the Fable, that he \\-as not able 
to difcover its meaning. Befides, when the 1\-Io
ral of a Fable is not very prominent and :fhiking, 
a leading thought at the beginning puts the 
reader in a proper track. He knmvs the game 
which he purfues: and, like a beagle on a warm 
fcent, he follows the fport with alacrity, in pro
portion to his intelligence. On the other hand~ 
if he has no previous intimation of the defign, 
he is puzzled throughout the Fable; and cannot 
determine upon its merit wj tlwut the trouble or 
a frefh perufal. A ny of light, imparted at firfi, 
may fhew him the tendency and propriety of 
every expreffion as he goes along; but \•vhile he 
tra\'els in the dark, no \ronder if he fiumble or 
mifiake his way. 

' 

S E C T. II. 
OJ the Ac?ion and Incidents projm·jor a Fable. 

I N chufing the aet.i.on or a] legory, three condi
tions :.tre altogether expedient. I. lt muH: be 

d ear: that is. it ought to fhew without equivo
cation, prec.ifely and obvioufly, what we intend 
fhould be underllood. II. It mu fl: be one and 
entire. Th.at is, it mufi not be compofed of fe
parJ.te and .independent aCtion , but mufi tend 
in :tll its c.ircumihnces to the completion of one 
lingle eyent. III. It mu fi be natural; that is~ 

e founded, 
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founded, if nor on Truth, at leafi, on Probabi

lity; on popular opinion; on that relation and 

analogy which things bear to one another, when 

\Ve have gratuitoufly endo\•ved them with the hu

man faculties of fpeech and reafon. And thefe 

conditions are taken from the nature of the hu

man mind; which cannot endure to be embar-' 

rafTed, to be bewildered, or to be deceived. 

AF able offends againfiprefpicuity,when it leaves 

us doubtful what Truth the Fabulift intended to 

convey. We have a firiking example of this in 

Dr. Croxall's Fable of the creaking wheel. ''A 
coachman, fays he, hearing one of his wheels 

creak, was furprifed; but more efpecially, when 

he perceived that it was the wor!l: wheel of the 

whole fet, and which he thought had but little 

pretence to take fuch a liberty. But, upon his 

demanding the reafon why it did fo, the wheel 

replied, that it was natural for people who labour

ed under any affiiClion or calamity to complain." 

Who would imagine this Fable deligned, as the 

author informs us, for an admonition to reprefs, 

or keep our complaints to ourjelves, or if we mu.fl: 

let our forrows fpeak, to take care it be done in 

folitude and retirement. The !l:ory of this Fable 

is not well imagined: at lea!l:, if meant to fupport 

the Moral which the author has drawn from it. 
A 
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A Fable is faulty in refpeB: to unity; when 

the feveral circumftances point diffeunt ways; and 

do not center, like fo many lines, in one diftinB: 

and unambiguous Moral. An example of this 

kind is furni:fhed by La Motte in the obfervation 

he makes on Fontaine's two pigeons. "Thefe 

pigeons had a reciprocal affetl:ion for each other. 

One of them fhewing a defire to travel, was ear

neftly oppofed by his companion, but in vain. 

The former fets out upon his rambles, and en

counters a thoufand unforefeen dangers; while 

the latter fuffers almofi as much at home, through 

his apprehenfi.ons for his roving friend. How

ever, our traveller, after many hair-breadth 

efcapes, returns at length in fafety back, and 

the two pigeons are, once again, mutually hap

py in each other's company." Now the appli

cation of this Fable is utterly vague and uncertain, 

for want of circumftances to determine, whether 

the author clefi gned principally to reprefent the 

dangers of the Traveller : his friend's anxiety during 

his abfence; or their mutuaL happinefs on his re

turn. Whereas, had the travelling pigeon met 

with no difafters on his v,ray, but only found all 

pleafures infiped for want of his friend's partici. 

pation; and had he returned from no other mo

tive, than a defire of feeing him again, the whole 

.then had happily clofed in this one confpicuous 
e 2 inD renee~ 
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inference, that the prefence of a real friend IS 

the mofi defirablc of all gratifications. 

The la:ft rule I have mentioned, that a Fable 
fhould be natural, may be violated feveral ways. 
'Tis oppofed, when we make creatures enter in
to unnatural aiTociations. Thus the fheep or the 
goat mu:ft not be made to hunt with the lion; 
and it is yet moTe abfurd, to reprefent th~ lion as 
falling in love with the forefier' s daughter. 'Tis 
infringed, by afcribing to them appetites and 
paffions- that are not confifient with their known 
charaCters ; or elfe by employing them in fuch 
occupations, as are foreign and unfuitable to 
their refpeB:ive natures. A fox fhould not be 
fJ.id to long for grapes ; an hedgehog pretend to 
drive away flies; nor a partridge offer his fervice 
to delve in the vineyard. A ponderous iron and 
an earthen vafe :fhould not fwim together down 
a river; and he tbat :fhould make his goofe lay 
golden eggs, would fhew a luxuriant fancy, but 
very little judgnunt. In fhort, nothing befidcs 
the faculty of fpeech and reafon, which Fab~e 
has been allm,·cd to confer even upon inanimates. 
mufi ever contradict the nature of things, or at leafl. 
the commonly received opinion concerning them. 

Opinions 
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Opinions indeed, although enoneous, if they 

either are, or have been univerfally received~ may 
afford fufficient foundation for a Fable. The 
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans; 
and the dying fwan, to pour forth her elegy. The 
fphinx and the phcenix, the fyren and the centaur, 
have all the exifi:ence that is requifite for Fable. 
Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and even the man in the 
moon, may have each his province allotted him, 
provided it be not an improper one. Here the no
toriety of opinion fupplies the place of faB:, and 
in this manner truth may fairly be deduced from 
falfehood. 

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, it 
is a rule without exception, that they ought al
ways to be j ew; it being foreign to the nature of 
this compofition to adm.it ofmuch variety. Yet 
a Fable v,:ith only one fingle incident may poffi
bly appear too naked. If Efop and Phzedrus 
are herein fometimes too fparing, Fontaine and 
La Motte are as often too profufe. In this, as in 
mofi other matters, a medium certainly is bdl. 
In a ,,·ord, the incidents :fhould not only be few, 
but :fhort; and like thofe in the Fables of ~~the 
fwallow and other birds " ~~the miller and his 
fon," and ~~the court and country-moufe," they 

e 3 mufi 
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mufi naturally arife o~t of the fubjett, and ferve 

to illufirate and enforce the Moral. 

S E C T'. III. 

Of the Pe1jons, Characters, and Sentiments of Fable. 

rr HE race of animals firjt prefent themfelves 

as the proper aB.ors in this little drama. 

They are indeed a fpecies that aproaches, in 

many ref peas, fo near to our own, that we need 

only lend them fpeech, in order to produce a 

fhiking refemblance. It would however be un

reafonable, to expea a fhitt and univerfal fimi

litude. There is a certain meajure and degree of 

analogy, with which the mofi difcerning reader 

will refi contented:. for infiance, he will accept 

the properties of animals, although necejfary and 

invariable, as the images of our inclinations, tho' 

never fo free. To require more than this, were 

to fap the very foundations of allegory; and 

even to deprive ourfelves of half the pleafure 

that flows from poetry in general. 

Solomon fends us to the ant, to learn the wif

dom of indufiry: and our inimitable ethic poet 

introduces nature herfelf as giving us a fimilar 

kind of counfel. 

Thus 
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Thus then to Nian the voice of Nature Jpake; 

~~co, from the Creatures thy injlTuElions take

"There all the jonns of Jocial union find, 

~·And thence, let recifon late injtruEt man.kind." 

He fuppofes that animals in their native cha

raCters, without the advantages of fpeech and rea
fon which are defigned them by the Fabulifis, 

may in regard to Murals as well as Arts, become 

examples to the human race. Indeed, I am 

afraid we have fo far deviated into afcititiou3 

appetites and fantafiic manners, as to find the 

expediency of copying from them that fimplicity 

we ourfelves have lofi. If animals in themfelves 

may be thus exemplary, how much more may 

they be made infirut1i ve, under the diredion of 

an able Fabulifi; who by conferring upon them 

the gift of language, contrives to make their in
fiincls more intelligible and their examples more 

determinate! 

But thefe are not his only aClors. The FJ.bu

lifl: has one advantage above all other writers 

whatfoever; as all the works both of art and na

ture are more immediately at his difpofal. He 

has, in this refpeB:, a liberty not allowed to 

epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt-

e 4- edly 
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edly more limited in the choice of perfons to be 

employed. He has authority to prefs into his 

fervice every kind of exificnce under heaven : 

not only beafis, birds, infeB:s, and all the ani

mal creation; but flowers, fhrubs, trees, and all 

the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, foffils, 

minerals, and the inanimate works of nature, 

difcourfe articulately at his command, and aa 

the part which he affigns them. The virtues, 

vices, and every property of beings, receive from 

him a local habitation and a name. In :fhort he 

may perfonify, befiow life, fpeech and aB:ion, 

on whatever he thinks proper. 

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of 'novelty 

and variety this mufr open, to a genius capable 

of receiving, and of employing, thefc ideal per

fans in a proper manner; what an opportunity 

it affords him to diverfi.fy his images, and to 

treat the fancy with· change of objefls; while he 

firengthens the underfl:ancling, or regulates the 

paffions, by a fucceffion of Truths. To raife be

ings like thefe into a fl.ate of aB:ion and intelli

gence, gives the .Fabulifl: an undoubled claim to 

that .firfl character of the poet, a Creator. I rank 

him not, as I faid before, with the writers of 

epick or dramatick poems; but the maker of pins 

or needles is as much an artiil, as an anchor-
fmith: 



An E S SA Y on FA B L E. lxxi 

fmith: and a painter in miniature may :fhew as 

much {kill, as he who paints in the largeft pro

portions. 

When thefe perfons are once raifed, we muft 

carefully injoin them proper tail:;:s ; and affign 

them fentiments and language fuitable to their 

feveral natures, and refpetlive properties. 

A raven iliould not be extolled for her voice, 

nor a bear be reprefented with an elegant fhape. 

'Twere a very obvious in:G:ance of abfurdity, to 

paint an hare, cruel; or a wolf~ compaffionate. 

An afs were but ill qualified to be General of 

an army, though he may well enough ferve per

haps for one of the trumpeters. But fo long as 

popular opinion allows to the lion, . magnani

mity; rage, to the tiger; :G:rength, to the mule; 

cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery, to the 

monkey; why may not they fupport the charac

ters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, Ulyffes 

and Therfites? The truth is, when lVIoral a8:ions 

are with judgment attributed to the brute crea

tion. we fcarce perceive that nature is at all vio

lated by the Fabulift. He appears, at mofl, to 

have only tranflated their language. His lions, 

l•rolves, and foxes, behave and argue as thofe crea-

tures 
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tures would, had they originally been endowed 
with the human faculties of fpeech and reafon. 

But greater art is yet required, whenever we 
perfonify inanimate beings. Here the copy fo far 
deviates from the great lines of nature, that, with
out the nicefi care, reafon will revolt againfi the 
fiClion. However, beings of this fort, managed 
ingenioufly and with addrefs, recommend the 
Fabuli(t's invention by the grace of novelty and 
of variety. Indeed the analogy between things 
natural and artificial, animate and inanimate, is 
often fo very {hiking, that we can, with feeming 
propriety, give paffions and fentiments to every 
individual part of exifience. Appearance favours 
the deception. The vine may be enamoured of 
the elm; her embraces tefiify her paffion. The 
fwelling mountain may, naturally enough, be 
deliveud of a moufe. The gourd may reproach 
the pine and the fky-rocket infult the fiars. The 
axe may follicit a new handle of the forefl:; and 
the moon, in her female charatler, requefl: a fa
fhionable garment. Here is nothing incongru
ous; nothing thJ.t fhocks the reader with impro
priety. On the other hand, were the axe to 
defire a fine perriwig and the moon petition 
for a new pair of boots· probability would then be 
violated, and the abfurdity become too glaring. 

SECT. 
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S E C T. IV. 

On the Language of Fable. 

T HE mofl: beautiful Fables that ever were in

vented, may be disfigured by the Languagt 

in which they are clothed. Of this, poor Efop, 

in fome of his Englifh dreffes, affords a melan

choly proof. The ordinary fl:yle of Fable Ihould 

be familiar, but it Ihould alfo be elegant. "'\1\T ere 

I to infl:ance any fiyle that I Ihould prefer on 

this occafion, it fhould be that of .Mr. Addijon's 

little tales in the Spectator. That eafe and fim

plicity, that concifenefs and propriety, that fub

dued and decent humour he fo remarkably dif

covers in thofe compofitions; feem to have qua

lified him for a Fabulifi, alm.ofi beyond any other 

writer. But to return. 

The Familiar, fays Mr. La Motte, to \Vhofe in

genious Ejfay I have often been obliged in this 

difcourfe, is the general tone or accent of Fable. 

It was thought fufficient, on its firfl: appearance, 

to lend the animals our mofl: common language. 

Nor indeed have they any extraordinaryprete?Yions 

to the fublime; it being requifite they :fhould 

]peak with the fame fimplicity that they behave. 

The 
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The familiar alfo is more proper for in:finua

tion, than the elevated; this being the language 
of rejlettion, as the former is the voice ofjentiment. 
We guard ourfelves againH: the one, but lie open 
to the other; and inH:ruction will always the 
moH: effectually fway us, when it appears lea:ft 
jealous of its rights and privileges. 

The jmniliarH:yie however that is here required, 
notwithfl:anding that appearance of Ecife which 
is its character, is perhaps more difficult to write, 
than the elevated or Jublirne. A writer more readily 
perceives when he has rifen above the common 
language; than he perceives, in fpeaking this 
language, whether he has made the choice that 
is moH: fuitable to the occaiion: and it is never
thelefs, upon this hapjJy choice that all the charm 
of the familiar depends. Moreover, the elevated 
:flyle deceives and feduces, although it be not the 
befl: chofen; whereas the familiar can procure it
felf no fort of ref pea, if it be not eafy, natural, 
j ufi, delicate, and unaffected. A Fa]:mlifl: muft 
therefore beftow great attention upon his :flyle: 
and even labour it fo much the mou, that ]t may 
appear to have cofl: him no pains at all. 

The authority of Fontaine jufiifies this opinion 
]n regard to fiyle. His F abies are perhaps the 

befl: 
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bell examples of the genteel familiar, as Sir Roger 
L'Efirange affords the gro:lfefi, of the indelicate 
and low. When we read that -~while the frog 
and the moufe were dif puting it at fword's point, 
do,,-n comes a kite powdering upon them in the 
interim-, and gobbets up both together to part the 
fray." And where the fox reproaches " a bevy of 
jolly goffiping wenches making merry over a dij!t 
()j pullets, that, if he but peeped into a hen-roofr~ 
they always made a bawling with tlzeiT dogs and 
their ba.flards; "-bile you yourfel'res, fays he, can 
lie jltiffiug )lOUT guts with your hens and your ca
pons, and not a word of the pudding." This may 
be familia r, but is alfo coa?je and vulgar; and 
cann-ot fail to difgu:R a reader that has the leafi 
degree of tafie or delicacy. 

The fiyle of Fable then mufi be fimple and fa
miliar; and it mu:ft likewife be correCt and elegant. 
B) the former, I would advife that it :fhould not 
be loaded with figure and metaphor ; that the 
difpofition of '"''ords be natural; the turn of fen
tences, eafy; and their confiru8:ion, unembar
raffed. By elegance, I 'vould exclude all coarfe 
and provincial terms; all a£fetlcd and puerile 
conceits; all obfolete and pedantick phrafes. 
To this I would adjoin, as the word perhaps 
implies, a certain finifhing po1ifh~ ,,·hich gives 
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a grace and fpirit to the whole; and which, tho' 

it have always the appearance of nature, is almofi 

ever the iffeel of art. 

But~ notwithfianding all that has been faid, 

there are fome occafions on which it is allowable, 

and even expedient to ch_ange the ilyle. The 

language of a Fable mufi rife or fall in conformity 

to the fubjetl:. A Lion, when introduced in h is 

regal capacity, muil hold difcourfe in a ilrain 

fomewhat more elevated than a Country-Mouje. 

The lionefs then becomes his Q.,ueen, and the 

beafis of the fo rell are called his Subjects : a me

thod that offers at once to the imagination, both 

the animal and the perfon he is defigned to repre

fent. Again the buffoon-monkey fhould avoid 

that pomp of phrafe, which the owl employs as 

her befl: pretence to wifdom. Unlefs the llyle 

be thus judicioufly varied, it will be impoflible 

to preferve a jufi dil1inClion of charatler. 

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent, 

add a grace to Fable; but are then mofl happy, 

when included in the aB:ion : whereof the Fable 

of Boreas and the Sun affords us an example. A n 

epithet well chofen is often a defcription in iifeif; 
and fo much the more agreeahle, as it the lefs 

retards us in our purfuit of the ca tafirophe. 
I 
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I might enlarge much further on the fubjeB:, 

but perhaps I may appear to have been too dif
fufe already. Let it fuffice to hint, that little 
flrokes of humour, when arifing naturally from the 
fubjeB:; and incidental rejleBions, when kept in 
due fubordination to the principal, add a value 
to thefe compofitio:p.s. Thefe latter however 
fhould be employed very fpar.i.ngly, and with 
great addrefs; be very few and very fhort: It is 
fcarcely enough that they naturally refult from 
the fubjeB:: they fhould be fuch as may appear 
necwary and if!enticil parts of the Fable. And 
when thefe embellifhments, pleating in thwifelves, 
tend to illufirate the main action, they then af
ford that namelefs grace remarkable inFontaine 
and fome few others; and which perfons of the 
befi difcernment will more eafily conceive, than 
they can explain. 

R. D 0 D S L E r. 
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F A B L E I. 
The Trees and the Bramble. 

T HE Ifraelites, ever inurmtiring and dif
contented under the reign of Jehovah, 
were defirous of having a king, like the 

refi of the nations. They offered the kingdom 
to Gideon their deliverer; to him, and to his 
pofierity after him: he generoufly refufed their 
offer, and reminded them, that J ehovak was 
their king. When Gideon was dea~ Abime
lech, his fon by a concubine, ilew all his ot?er 
fans to the number of feventv1 J oath am alone 
efcaping; and by the affiRance of the She
chemites made himfelf king. J oath am, to repre-

B 2 fent 
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fent to them their folly, and to fhew them, that 

the rnofl deferving are generally the leafl ambi

tious, whereas the worthlejs grafp at power with 

eagernefs, and exercife it with infolence and ty

tanny, fpake to them in the following manner. 

Hearken unto rne, ye men of Shechem, fo may 

God hearken unto you. The Trees, grown wea

ry of the :fl:ate of freedom and equality in which 

God had placed them, met together to chufe 

and to anoint a king over them: and they faid 

to the Olive-tree, Reigp. thou over us. But the 

Olive-tree faid unto them, Shall I quit my fat

nefs wherewith God and man is honoured, to 

difquiet myfelf with the cares of government, 

and to rule over the Trees? And they faid unto 

the Fig-tree, Corne thou, and reign over us. But 

the Fig-tree faid unto them, Shall I bid adieu 

to my fweetnefs and my pleafant fruit; to take 

upon me the painful charge of royalty, and to 

be fet over the Trees? Then faid the Trees unto 

tht Vine, Come thou and reign over us. But 

the V1ne faid alfo unto them, Shall I leave my 

wine wh·~h honoureth God and cheareth man, 

to bring upl-11. myfelf nothing but t rouble and 

anxiety, and to become king of the Trees? we 

are happy in our phfent lot: feek fome other to 

reign over you. Then f4d all the Trees unto the 
Bramble, 
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Bramble, Corne thou and reign over us. And 
the Bramble faid unto them, I will be your king; 

come ye all under my fhadow, and be fafe-; 

obey me, and I will grant you my proteClion. 
But if you obey 1ne not, out of the Bramble 

fhall come forth a fire, which fhall devour even 

the cedaT s of Lebanon. 

F A , B L E II. 

The FTogs petitioning JupiteT joT a King. 

A S Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap
pened to pafs thro' Athens juft after Pi

fi1hatus had abolifhed the popular flate, and 

ufurped a fovereign power; when perceiving 
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho' mild and 

eJ.fy, with much impatience, he related to them 

the following fable. 

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented, va

riable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change, 

petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. The 

good-natured deity, in order to indulge this their 

requefl, with as little mifchief to the petitioners 

as poflible, threw them down a log. At firfr 

they regarded their new monarch with great 

reverence, and kept from him at a mofr refpeCl

ful difl:ance: but perceiving his tame and peace-
B 3 able 
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able difpofition, they by degrees ventured to ap~ 
proach him with more familiarity, till at length 
they conceived for him the utmoft contempt. In 
this difpofition, they renewed their requeft to 
Jupiter, and intreated him tJ befiow upon them 
another king. The Thunderer in his wrath fent 
them a cmne, who no fooner took poiTeffion of 
his new dominions, than he began to devour his 
fubje8:s one after another in a mofi capricious 
and tyrannical manner. They were now far 
more diffatis.fied than before; when applying to 
Jupiter a third time, they were difm1£fcd with 
this reproof, that the evil they complained of, 
they had imprudently brought upon themfelves; 
and that th~y had no other remedy now but to 
fubmit to. it with patience. 

F A B L E III. 

The Wolf and the ShejJherds. 

H 0 W apt men are to condemn in others , 
what they pratlife themfelves without fcru

ple! 
A Wolf fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 

where a company of Shepherds where regaling 
themfelves with a joint of mutton; Lord, faid 
he, what a clamour would thefe men have raifed, 
if they had catched me at fuch a banquet! 

FABLE 











A N C J E .N 1 F 4 B L f, $. 7 

f A B L E IV. 

The Belly and the Limbs. 

M ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Romancon

ful, being deputed by the fenate to ap

peafe a dangerous tumult 4nd fedition of the 

people, who refufed ~o pay the taxes neceffary 

for carrying on the bufinefs of the f}:ate ;, con

vinced them of their folly, by delivering to then1: 

the follo·wing fable. 

My friends and country men, faid he, attend 

to my words. It once happened that the members 

of the human body, taking fome excep.tions at 

the conduB: of the Belly, refolved no longer to 

grant him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue firfl:, 

in a fedtious fpeech, aggravat~d their grievances; 

and after highly exto.lling the. activity and dili

gence of the Hands and Feet, fet. forth how hard 

and unreafonable it was, that the fruits of their la-· 

bour fhould be fquandered away upon the infa. 

tiable cravings of a fat and. indolent Paunch, 

which was entirely ~felefs, and unable to do 

any thing towards helping himfelf. This fpeech 

was received with unanimous applaufe by all the 

'Iembers. Immediately the Hands declared they 

' ·ould 'rork no more; the Feet determined to 

~ 4 carry 
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carry no farther the load of Guls with which 
they had hitherto been oppreiTed; nay, the very 
Teeth refufed to prepare a lingle morfel more for 
his ufe. In this difirefs, the Belly befought 
them to confider maturely, and not foment fo 
fenfelefs a rebellion. There is none of you, fays 
he, can be ignorant that whatfoever you be
flow upon me, is immediately converted to your 
ufe, and difperfed by me for the good of you all 
into every Limb. But he remonfirated in vain; 
for during the clamours of paffion, the voice 
of reafon is always difregarded. It being there
fore impoffible for him to quiet the tumult, he 
fiarved for want of their affifiance, and the body 
wafied away to a !keleton. The Limbs, grown 
weak and languid were fenfible at lafi of their er
ror, and would fain have returned to their re
fpeetive duties; but it was now too late, death 
had taken poiTeffion of the whole , and they all 

perijhed together. 

FABLE 
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FABLE V. 

The Fox, and the "''Swallow. 

AR I S T 0 T L E informs us that the following 
fable was fpoken by Efop to the Samians, 

on a debate upon changing their minifiers, who 
were accufed of plundering the commonwealth. 

A Fox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to 
be entangled in forne weeds that grew near the 
bank, from which he was unable to extricate 
himfelf. As he lay thus expofed to whole fwarms 
of flies, who were galling him and fucking his 
blood; a Swallow obferving his difirefs, kindly 
offered to drive them away. By no means, faid 
the Fox; for if thife :!hould be chafed away, who 
are already fufficiently gorged, anotheT more hun
gry fwarm would fucceed, and I :fhould be rob
bed of every remaining drop of blood in my veins-b 

'" In.flead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge
hog: but as that creature jeemed very u1'ifit for the btifz

nefs of dTiving away flies, it was thought more pn1jJeT 
to Jub.flitute the Swallow. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E VI. 

The Fo.">C and the Raven. 

A Fox obferving a Raven perched on the 
branch of a tree, with a fine. piece of cheef~ 

in her mouth, immediately began to confider how 
he might poffefs himfelf of fo delicious a mor
fel. Dear madam, faid he, I am extreamel y glad 
to have the pleafure of feeing you this morning: 
your beautiful fhape, and fhining feathers, are 
the delight of my eyes; and would you conde
fcend to favour me with a fong, I doubt not but 
your voice is equal to the refl: of your accom
plifhments. Deluded' ·ith this flattering fpeech, 
the tranfported Raven opened her mouth, in or
der to give him a fpecjmen of her pipe, when 
down draped the cheefe: which the Fox imme
diately fnatching up, bore it away in triumph ~ 

leaving the Raven to lament her credulous va-
nity at her leifure. 

F A B L E VII. 

The l'o.Y. and the Stork. 

T HE Fox, tho' in general more inclined t o 

roguery than wit, had once a {hong inclina
tion to play the wag with his neighbour the 

Stork. 



and Crow. 







/ 
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Stork. He accordingly invited her to dinner in 
great form; but when it came upon the table, 
the Stork found it confified intirely of different 
fo1.1ps, ferved up in broad :fhallow di:fhes, fo that 
fhe could only dip in the end of her bill, but 
could not poffibly fatisfy her hunger. TheF ox lap
ped it up very readily, and every now and then, 
addreffed himfelf to his guefr, defired to know 
how :fhe liked her entertainment; hoped that 
every thing was feafoned to her mind; and pro
tefied he was very forry to fee her eat fo fjJqringly. 
The Stork, perceiving :fhe \'vas played upon, took 
no notice, but pretended to like every di{h ex
tremely: and at parting preffed the Fox fo ear
nefily to return her vifit, that _ he could not in 
civility refufe. The day arrived, and he repaired 
to his appoin tment; b_ut to his great mortifica
tion, when dinner appeared, he found it com
pofed of n1.inced meat, ferved up in long narrO'iv
necked glaffes; fo that he was only tantalized 
with the fight of wh at it \•vas impoffible for him 
to tajle. The Stork thrufi in her long bill, and 
helped herfelf very plentifully; then turning to 
Reynard, who was eagerly licking the outfide 
of a j arr where fome fauc e had been fpilled-I 
am very glad, faid il1e fmiling, that you feem to 
have fo good an appetite ; I hope you \·vill make 
as hearty a dinner at my table as I did the other 

day 
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day at J10nn. Reynard hung down his head~ and 
looked very much d.ifpleafed. -Nay, nay, faid 
the Stork~ don't pretend to be out of humour 
about the matter: they that cannot take a jefi 
fhould never make one. 

F A B L E VIII. 

The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

W HEN a pert young templer, or city ap
prentice, fets up for a fine gentleman, 

with the affifiance of an imbroidered waificoat 
and Drefden ruffles, but without one qualifica
tion proper to the character; how frequently 
does it happen, that he is laughed at by his 
equals, and defpifed by thofe whom he pre
fumed to imitate ! 

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to 
imagine~ that_ he wanted nothing but the coloured 
plumes, to render him as elegant a bird as the 
Peacock. Puffed up with this wife conceit, he 
dre:ITed himfelf with a fufficient quantity of their 
mofi beautiful feathers, and in this borrowed 
garb~ forfaking his olJ companions, endea
voured to pafs for a Peacock. But he no fooner 
attempted to a:ITociate with thefe genteel crea
tures, than an affeCl:ed {hut betrayed the vain 

pretender. 



, 
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pretender. The offended Peacocks, plucking 

from him their degraded feathers, foon fhiped 

him of his finery, reduced him to a me1·e]ackdaw, 

and drove him back to his brethren; by whom 

he was now equally defpifed, and jufrlypunifhed 

with dcrifion and contempt. 

F A B L E IX. 

The Wolf and the Lmnb. 

W HEN cruelty and injullice are armed with 

power, and determined on oppreffion, 

the firongefi pleas of innocence are preferred in 

va1n. 

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench

ing their thirfi togther at the fame rivulet. The 

'1\1 olf flood towards the head of the fire am, and 

theLamb at fame difiance below. The injurious 

beafi, refolved on a quarrel, fiercely demands

How dare you difturb the water which I am 

drinking? The poor Lamb, all trembling, re

plies, How, I befeech you, can that jJqjfibly be 

the cafe, fince the current fets from you to me? 

Difconcerted by the force of truth, he changes 

the accufation. Six months ago, fays he, you 

vilely flandered me. Impofiible, returns the 

Lamb, for I was not then born. No matter, it 
·was 
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was your father then, or fome of your relations; 
and immediately feizing the innocent Lamb, he 
tore him to pieces. 

FABLE X. 
The Mountain in, Labour. 

A ~umour one~ prevai.led, that a n.eighbour
mg Moun tam was In Labour; It was af

firmed that fhe had been heard to utter prodigious 
groaris ; and a general expe8.ation had l:Seeri 
raifed, that fome extraordinary birth was at hand. 
Multitueies flocked with much eagernefs to be 
witndfes of the wonderful event: one expe8.ing 
her to be delivered of a giant; another of fome 
eiiormous monfl:er; and all were fufpended in 
earneR: expe8.ation of fomewhat grand and afl:o
nifhing. When, after waiting with great impa
tiance a confiderable time, behold !-out crept a 
Mmife. 

FABLE XI. 
The Boys and the Frogs. 

0 N the margin of a large lake, which was in: 
habited by a great number of Frogs, a 

company of Boys happened to be at play. Their 
diver1ion was duck and drake; and whole vollies 

of 
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of R:ones were thrown into the water, to the 

great annoyance and danger of the poor terri

fied Frogs. at length one of the mofl: hardy, 

lifting up his head above the furface of the lake; 

Ah, dear children, faid he, why will ye learn 

fo foon the cruel praB:ices of your race? C onfi

der, I befeech you, that tho' this may be fport 

to you, it is death to us. 

F A B L E XII. 

The Lark and her Young. 

A Lark having built her neil: in a field of 

corn, it grew ripe before her Young were 

well able to fly. Apprehenfive for their fafety, 

fhe enjoined them, while fhe \vent out in order 

t o provide for their fubfifl:ence, to lifl:en very at

·te·ntively to any difcourfe they might hear about 

reaping the field. At her return. they told her, 

that the farmer and his fon had been there, and 

had agreed to fend to fome of their neighbours, 

to affifl: them in cutting it down the next day. 

And fo they depend, it feems, upon neighbours, 

'raid the mother: very well: then I think we 

have no occafion to be afraid of tomorrow. The 

next day £he went out, and left them the fame 

injunCtion as before. When fhe returned, they 

acquainted her that the farmer and his fon had 
agazn 
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again been there, but as none of their neigh
bours came to their afliftance, they had deferred 
reaping till the next day, and intended to fend 
for help to their friends and relations. I think 
we may frill venture another day, fays the mo
ther; but however be careful as before, to let 
me know what paffes in my abfence. They now 
inform her, that the farmer and his fan had a 
third time vifited the field; and finding that nei
ther friends nor relations had regarded their fum
mons, they were determined to come the next 
morning and cut it down thenifelves. Nay, then, 
replied the Lark, it is time to think of removing: 
for as they now depend only upon themjelves for 
doing their own bufinefs, it will undoubtedly 
be performed. 

F A B L E XIII. 

The Stag drinking. 

A Stag quenching his thirft in a clear lake, 
was ftruck with the beauty of his horns, 

which he faw refletled in the water. At the 
fame time, obferving the extreme ilenclernefs of 
his legs; What pity it is, faicl he, that fo fine a 
creature fhould be furnifhecl with fo defpicable 
a fet of fpindle fhanks! what a truely noble ani
mal I fhould be, were my legs in any degree an-

fwerable 
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fwerable to my horns ! In the midft of this foli
Ioquy, he was alarmed with the cry of a pack of 
hounds. He immediately flies through the foreft, 
and leaves his purfuers fo far behind, that he 
might probably have efcaped; but taking into 
a thick wood, his horns were entangled in the . 
branches, where he was held till the hounds 
came up, and tore him in pieces. In his laft mo
ments, he thus exclaimed-How ill do we judge 
of our own true advantages! the legs which I de-
fpifed would have borne me away in fafety, had 
not my favourite antlers betrayed me to ruin. 

FA B L E XIV. 

The Swallow and other Birds. 

A Swallow obferving an hufbandman employ
ed in fm"'ing hemp, called the little Birds 

together, and informed them what the farmer 
was about. He told them that hemp was the 
material from which the nets, fo fatal to the fea
thered race, were compofed; ahd advifed them 
unanimoufly to join in picking it up, in order 
to prevent the confequences. The Birds ·either 
difbelieving his information, or neglecting his 
advice, gave themfelves no trouble about the 
matter. In a little time the hemp appeared above 
ground: the friendly Swallow again addreffed 

C himfelf 

1 
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himfelf to them, told them it was not yet too 
late, provided they ·would immediately fet about 
the w.ork, before the feeds had taken too deep 
root . . But they frill rejeB:ing his advice. he for
fool<. their fociety, repaired for fafety to towns 
and cities, there built his habitation and kept his 
refidence. One day~ as he was fkimming along 
the fireets, he happened to fee a large parcel of 
thofe very Birds, imprifoned in a cage, on the 
fhoulders of a bird-catcher. Unhappy wretches, 
faid he, you now feel the punifhment of your 
former negleB: . But thofe, who, having no 
forefight of theit own, defpife the wholefome 
admonition of their friends, deferve the mifchief 
which their own obfiinacy or negligence brings 
upon their heads. 

FABLE XV. 
The Afs and the Laj;-dog. 

AN Afs, who lived in the fame houfe with a 
favourite Lap-dog, obfe rving the fuperior 

'degree of affeB:ion wh ich the little minion en
joyed, imagined he had nothing more to do, in 
order to obtain an equal fhare, in the good graces 
of the family, than to imitate the Lap-dog's play
ful and endearing careiTes. Accordingly, he be~ 
gan to frilk about before his mafier, kicking up 

his 
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his heels and braying, in an auk ward affectation 

of wantonnefs and pleaf an try. This firange be

haviour could not fail of raifing much laughter, 

which the Afs mifiaking for approbation and en

couragement, he proceeded to leap upon his 

mafier' s breafi, and began very familiarly to lick 

his face: but he was prefently convinced by the 

force of a good cudgel, that what is fprightly 

and agreeable in one, may in another be jufily 

cenfured as rude and impertinent; and that the 

furefi way to gain efieem, is for every one to act 

fuitably to his own natural genius and character. 

FABLE XVI. 

The Lion and the Mouje. 

A. Lion by accident laid his paw upon a poor 

innocent Moufe. The frighted little crea

ture, imagining :fhe was jufi going to be de

voured, begged hard for her life, urged that 

clemency was the fairefi attribute of power, and 

earnefily intreated his majefiy not to fiain his il

lufirious paws with the blood of fo iniignificant 

an animal: upon which, the Lion very gene

rouily fet her at liberty. It happened a few days 

afterwards, that the Lion ranging for his prey, 

fell into the toils of the hunter. The Moufe 

heard his roarings, knew the voice of her bene-

C 2 faetor, 
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factor, and immediately repairing to his affifl: .. 
ance gnawed in pieces the mefhes of the net, and 
by delivering her preferver, convinced him that 
there is no creature fo much below another, but 
may have it in his power to return a good office. 

FABLE XVII. 
The vVoif and the Crane. 

A Wolf having with too much greedinefs 
[wallowed a bone, it unfortunately fiuck 

in his throat; and in the violence of his pain he 
applied to feveral animals, earne!Uy intreating 
them to extract it. None cared to hazard the 
dangerous experiment, except the Crane; who, 
perfuaded by his folemn promifes of a gratuity, 
ventured to thrufl: her enormous length of netk 
down his throat, and having fuccefsfully per
formed the operation, claimed the recompence; 
See the unreafonablenefs of fome creatures, faid 
the Wolf: have I not fuffered thee fafely to 
draw thy neck out of my jaws, and haft thou the 
confcience to demand a further reward ! 

FABLE 
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:f A B L E XVIII. 
The Countryman and the Snake. 

A N honeR: Countryman oberved a Snake ly
ing under a hedge, almofi frozen to death. 

He was moved with compaffion; and bringing 
it home, he laid it near the fire, and gave it 
fome new milk. Thus fed and cheri!hed, the 
creature prefently began to revive: but no fooner 
had he recovered R:rength enough to do mifchief, 
than he fprung upon the C ontryman' s wife, bit 
one of his children, a,nd in fhort, threw all the 
whole. family into. co.nfu!ion and terror. Un
greatful wretch! fa.id the man, thou hafi fufE.
c;iently taught m_e how ill-judged it is, to confer 
benefits on the worthlifs and undejerving. So fay
ing, he fnatched up a hatchet, and cut the 
~nake in piece.s. 

FABLE XIX. 
The Dog and the ShadoW\, 

A N hungry Spa,niel, having fiolen a piece of 
flefh from a butchers's fhop, was carrying 

it acrofs a river. The water being clear, and the 
fun fhining brightly, he faw his own Image in 
~he fiream, and fancied it to be ano_ther dog, 

C J with
1 
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with a more delicious morfel: upon which, un. 

jujtly and greedily opening his jaws to fnatch ~t 

the jhadow, he lofi the jubjtance. 

FABLE XX. 

'{he Sun and tht; Wind. 

PHOEBUS and AEolus had once a difpute, 

which of them could foonefi prevail with a 

certain traveller to part with his cloak. AEolus 

began the attack, and affaulted him with great 

violence. But the man wrapping his cloak fiill 

clofer about him, doubled his efforts to keep 

it, and went on his way. And now Phre.bus 

darted his warm infinuating rays, which melt

ing the traveller by degrees, at length obliged 

him to throw afide that cloak, which all the rage 

of AEolus could not compel him to refign. 

Learn hence, faid Phrebus to the blufiering god, 

that Jojt and gentle means will often accompliih\ 

what force and jury can never effect. 

FA B L E XXI. 

The Wolf and the Majtiff. 

A Lean half-.fiarved wolf inadvertently fl:rolled 

. in the way of a firong well-fed Mafiiff. 

':fhe wolf being much too weak to aa upon the 
offenfive, 
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offenfive, thought it moil: prudent to accofl: ho,

nefl: Towfer in a friendly manner : and among 

other civiliti~s, very complaifantly congratulated 

him on his goodly appearance. Why, yes, re

turned the Mafl:iff, I am. indeed in tolerable cafe;· 

and if you will follow me, you may foonbe alto

geth~r in as good a plight. The Wolf pricked 

up his ears at the propofal, and requefl:ed to be 

iBformed what he mufl: do to earn fuch plentiful 

meals. Very little,' replied tlw Mafl:iff; only 

drive away beggars, carefs my mafl:er, and be 

·civil to his family. To thefe conditions the hun

gry Wolf h_ad no objection,_ and very readily 

confented to follow his new acquaintance where-. 

ever he-would conduct him. As they were trot

ting along, the Wolf obferved that the hair was 

worn, i.n a circle round his friend's. neck; which 

raifed his curiofity to enquire what was the occa

fion of it. Nothing, anfwered the Mafl:iff, or 

a mere trifle; perhaps th~ collar to which my 

chain is fometimes fafl:~ned. Chai~! replied the 

Wolf, with much furprize; it ihould feem then 

that you are not permitted to rove about when~ 

and when you pleafe. No.t always, returned: 

Towfer, hanging down his head; but what does 

that fignify? it fignifies fo much, rejoined the. 

Wolf that I am refolved to have no ihare in 

your 
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your dinners; half a meal with liberty, is in my 
efiimation, preferable to a full one without it. 

FABLE XXII. 
FortU:ne a~d the School-boy. 

A School-boy, fatigued with play, threw him
felf down by the brink of a deep pit, where 

he fell fafl: afleep. Fortune happening to pafs 
by, faw him in this dangerous frtuation, and 
kindly gave him a tap on the fhoulder: My dear 
child, faid !he, if you had fallen into this pit, I 
fhould have borne the blame; though in fact, the 
accident would have been wholly owing to your 
own careleffnefs. · · 

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal, is but 
another word for imprudence. The maxim is by 
no means abfol:utely true: certain however, it 
is, that mankind fuffer more evils from their own 
imprudence, than from events which it is not in 
their power to controul. 

FABLE XXIIL 
The Fro~ and the Ox. 

A Frog being wonderfully {huck with the fize 
and majefl:y of an Ox, that was grazing in 

the marfhes, could not forbear endeavouring to 
expand 
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.expand herfelf to the fame portly magnitude. 

After puffing and [welling for fome time: •• What 

think you,' filler," faid fhe, "will this do?" Far 

from it. "Will this?" By no means. "But 

this furely will." Nothing like it. In fhort, 

after many ridiculous efforts to the fame fruit

lefs purpofe, the fimple Frog burfl: herjkin, and 

miferably expired upon th~ ~pot. 

E A B L E XXIV. 

The Lion an_d ot~er Beafls hunting in partn~!(hip. 

A Leopard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were ambi

tious of the honour of hqnting with the Li

on. His favage majefl:y graciouily condefcended 

to their defire, and it was agreed that they iliould 

all have an equal fhare in what~ver might be 

taken. They fcour th~ fQrefl:, are unanimo-us in 

the purfuit; and, after a very fine chafe, pulled 

down a noble fl:ag. It was divided with great 

dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal parts; 

but jufl: as each was going to fecure his fhare

Hold, fays the Lion, let nQ 011-e prefume to ferve 

himfelf, till he hath heard our_jufl and reajonable 

claims. I feize upon the firfl: quarter by virtue 

of my prerogative; the fecond I think is due to 

my fuperior conduct and courage; I cannot forego 

the third on account of the necejjities of my. de.n; 
· anc{ 
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and if any one is inclined to. difpute my right 
to the fourth, let him fpeak. Awed by the ma
jefiy of his frown, and the terror of his paws, 
they fi.lently withdrew, refo.lving never to hu.J;lt 
agai.J;l but with their equals. 

f' A B L E. XXV._ 
The Ant and t!i,e Fly. 

AN Ant and a Fly had once a ridiculous con
. . teft about precedency, and were arguing 

which of the. two was the more honourable: fuch 
difputes moft frequently happen amongft the 
loweft and moft woFthlefs creatures. The Fly ex
prefl'ed great refentment, that fuch a poor crawl
ing infdt fhould prefume to lie bafking in the 
fame funfhine, with on.e fo much her fuperior! 
Thou haft not furely the infolence, faid ilie, to 
imagine thyfelf of an equal rank with me. I am 
none of your mechanic creatures who l~ve by their 
indufhy; but enjoy in plenty, and without la
bour, every thing that is truely delicious. I 
place m.yfelf uncontrouled upon th~ hands of 
kings; I kifs with freedom the lips of beauties; 
and feaft upon the choiceft facrUices that are of
fered to the gods. To eat with the gods, re
plyed the Ant, and to enjoy the favours of the 
fair and the powerful, would be great honour 

indeed 
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indeed to one who was an invited, or a welcome 

guefi; but an impertinent intruder, who is driven 

out with averfion and contempt where-ever he 

appears, has not much caufe methinks to boaft 

of his privileges. And as to the honour of not 

labouring for your fubfifience; here too your 

boa.ft is only your dijgrace; for hence it is, that 

one half of the year you are defiitute even of the 

common neceffaries of life; whilfi I, at the fame 

time, returning to the hoarded granaries which 

my hone.fl indu.flry has filled, enjoy every fatis

facrion, independent of the;;: favour, either of beau

ties or o.f kings. 

FABLE. XXVI. 

The Bear and the two Friends. 

, rf W 0 Friends, fetting out together upon a 

journey which led througl) a dangerous 

fore.ft, mutually promifed to affifi each other, if 

they fhould happen to be affaulted. They 

had not proceeded far, before they perceived a 

Bear making towards them with great rage. There 

were no hopes in flight; but one of them, being 

very acrive, fprung up into a tree; upon which, 

the other, throwing himlelf flat on the ground, 

held his breath, and pretended to be dead; re

membering to have heard it qjferted, that this crea .. 
true 
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ture will not prey upon a dead carcafe. The Bear came up, and after fmelling to him fome time, left him, and went on~ When he was fairly out of fight and hearing, the hero £rom the tree calls out-Well, my Friend, what faid the Bear? He feemed to whifper you very clofely. He di.d fo, replied the other, and gave me this good piece of advice; never to affociate with a wretch., who in the hQur of danger will defert hi& Friend. 

F A B L E XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 

A Conceited Gnat, fully perfuad.ed of his own. importance, having placed himfelf on the horn of a Bull, expreffed great uneafinefs left his weight fhou.ld be incommodious; and wi.th much ceremony begged the Bull' spardon for the liberty he had taken; affuring him that he wo:uld immediately remove, if he preffed too hard upon him. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs on that account, replied the :Bull, I befeech you: for as I never perceived when you fate down, I Ihall pro:. ably not mi(s. you whenever you think fit to 
··~fe up. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXVIII. 

The Wajps and the Bee's. 

PRETENDERS of eve.ry kind are befi 
deteeted by appealing to their works. 

Some honey-combs bein-g claimed by a f~arm 
of Wafps, the right owners protefied againfi 
their demand, and the caufe was referred to a 
Horn:et. Witneffes being examined, they de

pofed that tertain winged creatures, who had a 
loud hum, w~'re of a yellowifh colour, and fame
what like Bees, were obferved a cortfiderable time 

hovering about the place where this nefi was 
found. But this did not fufficiently defide the 
quefiion; for thefe chara8:erifl:ics, the Hornet 
obferved, agreed no lefs with the Bees than with 

the Wafps. At length a fenfible old Bee offered 
fo put the matter upon this decifive iffue; Let a 

place be appointed, by the court, faid he, for 
the plaintiffs and defendants to work in: it will 

then foon appear which of us are capable of 
forming fuch regular cells, and afterwatds of fill
ing thefD: with fo delicious a fluid. The Wafps 
refufing to agree to this propofal, fufficiently 
convinced the judge on which fide the right lay: 

and he decreed the honey-combs accoTdingly. 
FABLE 
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FABLE XXIX. 

The Old Ivian and Death. 

A Feeble Old Man~ quite fpent with carrying 
a burthen of flicks; which with much labour 

he had gathered in a neighbouring wood~ called 
upon Death to releafe him from the fatigues he 
endured. Death hearing the invocation~ was 
immediately at his elbow~ and afked him what 
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un
expeB:ed appearance-0 good fir! faid h~, my 
burthen had like to have ilipt from me, and be
ing unable to recover it myfelf, I only implored 
your affiftance to rejJlace it on my jhoulders. 

FABLE XXX. 

The Court and Country-Moufe. 

A Contented Country-Moufe had once the 
honour to receive a vifit from an old ac

quaintance belonging to the Court. The Coun
try-Moufe, extremely glad to fee her guefi, very 
hofpitably fet before her the befl: cheefe and ba
ton vvhich her cottage afforded ; and as to their 
beverage, it was the pureR: water from the fpring. 
The repaft was homeLy indeed, but the welcome 
hearty: they fate and chatted away the evening 

together 
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together very agreeably, and then retired in peaa 

and quietnejs each to her little cell. The next 

morning when the guefr was to take her leave, 

fue kindly preffed her country friend to accom

pany her; fetting forth in very pompous terms, 

the great elegance and plenty in which lhe lived 

at Court. The Country-Moufe was eafily pre

vailed upon, and they fet out together. It was 

late in the evening when they arrived at the pa

Jace; however, in one of the rooms, they found 

the remains of a fumptuous entertainment. There 

were creams, and jellies, and fweehneats; and 

every thing, in :fhort, of the mofr delicate kind: 

the cheefe was Parmefan: and they wetted their 

whifkers in exquifite Champaign. But before 

they had half finifhed their repafl:, they were 

alarmed with the barking and fcratching of a lap

dog; then the mewing of a cat frightened thern 

almofr to death; by and by, a whole train of 

fervants burfr into the room·: and eve1y thing 

was [wept away in an infrant. Ah! my dear 

friend, faid the Country-Moufe, as foon as Ihe 

had recovered courage enough to fpeak, if your 

fine living is thus interrupted ·with fears ahd dan-

gers, let me return to my plain food, and my 

peaceful cottage; for ·what is elegance without 

taje; or plenty, with an aching heart. 

FABLE 
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FABLE XXXI. 

The Fox and the Gdat. 

A Fox and a Goat travelling together; in a very 

fultry day, found themfelves exceedingly 

thirfl:y; when looking round the country in or

der to difcover a place where they might probably 

meet with water, they at length defcried a clear 

fpring at the bottom of a pit. They both eagerly 

defcended, and having fufficiently allayed their 

thirfl:, began to confider how they lliould get 

out. Many expedients for that purpofe were 

mutually propofed, and rejected. At lafi the 

crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I have a 

thought jufl: fl:ruck into my mind, which I am 

confident will extricate us out of our difficulty: 

do you, faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf up 

upon your hinder legs, and refl: your fore feet 

againfl: the fide of the pit. In this pofture, I will 

climb up to your head, from whence, I lliall be 

able, with a fpring, to reach the top: and when 

I am once there, you are fenfible it will be very 

eafy for me to pull you out by the horns. The 

fimple Goat liked the propofal well; and imme

diately placed himfelf as directed: by means of 

which, the Fox without much difficulty, gained 

the top. And now, faid the Goat, give me the 
affifiance 
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affiftance you promifed. Thou old fool, replied 
the Fox, hadfi thou but half as much brains as 
beard, thou wouldfi never have believed that I 
would hazard my own life to fave thine. However, 
I will leave with thee a piece of advice, which 
may be of fervice to thee hereafter, if thou fhouldft 
have the good fortune to make thy efcape; ~~ Ne
ver venture into a pit again, before thGu hafl: 
well confidered how to get out of it;" 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The FanneT, the C1·mus, and tJze Stork. 

A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com
pany with fome Cranes, who were jufi fet

ting out on a ·pany of pleafure, as they called it, 
which in truth was to rob the fifh-ponds of a 
neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Stork agreed 
to make one; and it fo happened, that they were 
all taken in the fatL The Cranes having been 
old offenders, had very lirtle to fay for themfelves , 
and were prefently difpatched: but the Stork 
pleaded hard for hjs life. He urged that it 1ras 
his firll fault, that he was not naturally ::tdditl:ed 
to fiealing fi:f11, that he was famous for piety to 
his parents, and in :fhort, for many other vir
tues. Your piety and virtue, f::tid the Farmer may 
lor aught I know be exemplary; but your being 

n in 
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in company with thieves renders it very fufpicidus; 

and you mufi therefore fubmit with patience to 

fhare the fame punijhment with your ·comjJanions. 

FABLE XXXIII. 

The Oak and the Willow. 

A Conceited Willow had once the vanity to 

challertge his mighty neighbour the Oak, to 

a trial of firength . It was to be determined by 

the next fio'rm; and ;AEolus was addrefled by 

both parties, to exert his mofi powerful efforts. 

This was no fooner afk.ed than granted; and a 

violent hurrican~ arofe·: when the pliant V\Tillow, 

bending from. the blafi, or fhrinking under it, 

evaded all its force: while the generous Oak, 

difdaining to give way, oppofed its fury and 

was torn up by the roots. Immediately the Wil

low began to exult and i:o claim the vi8:ory: when 

thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exultation. 

Callerl: thou this a trial ofjtrength ? Poor wretch! 

not to thy flrength, but weaknejs; not to thy boldly 

facil1g danger, but meanly fkulkin g froih it thou 

owe.G: thy jJrifei~t Jajety. I am an Oak, though 

fallen; thou fiill a Willow, thou gh unhurt: but 

who, except fo mean a vvretch as thyfelf, would 

prefer an ignominious life, preferved by craft or 

cO\rardice, to the glory of mee6ng death in an 

honom·able ca11je. F B L E 
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F A B L E . XXXIV~ 

The Boy and the Filberts. 

A. Certai1_1 Bo!, a:s Epicre.tus tells ·~he fabl'e., 
put h1s hand 'nito a pHcher, where great 

plenty of Figs and Filberts were depofited: he 
grafped as many as his fifl could poffible hold, 
but when he endeav.oured to pull it out, the 
narrownefs of the neck prevented him. Un:wil
ling to l6fe any of theirt, but unable to draw 
·out his hand, he burH into tears, and bitterly 
bemoaned his hard fortune. An hori.efl fellow 
who flood by, gave him this wife and reafon
able advice;-· Grafp only half the quantity, my 
Boy, and you will eajily }iicceed. 

FABLE XXXV. 
The Saty?" 'and the Traveller~ 

. ' 

A. Poor Man travelling in the depth of winter, 
through a dreary forefl, no inn to receive 

him, no human creature to befriend or corhfort 
him, was in danger of being flarved to death. 
At lafi however he came to the cave of a Satyr, 
where he intreated leave to refi a while, and 
fhelter himfelf from the inclernency of the wea
ther. The Satyr very civilly complied with his 

D 2 requefi. 
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requefl:. The Man had no fooner entered, than 

he began to blow his fingers. His hofl:, furprized 

at the novelty of the aClion, was curious to know 

the meaning of it. I do it, faid the Traveller, 

to warm my frozen joints, which are benumbed 

with cold. Prefently afterwards the Satyr hav·ng 

perpared a mefs of hot gntel to refrefh his guefl:, 

the Man found it neceffary to blow his porridge 

too . What, inquired the Satyr, is not your 

gruel hot enough? Yes, replied the Traveller, 

too hot; and I blow it to make it cooler. Do 

you fo? quoth the Satyr, then get o'ut of my 

cave as fail: as you can; for I de fire to have no 

communication \\lith a creature that blows hot 

and cold with the fame b1'eath. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 

The Horje and the Stag . 

BE F 0 R E the ufe of Horfes was known in 

the world, one of thefe noble animals, having 

been infulted by a Stag, and firtding himfelf un

equal to his adverfary, applied to a man for af

fifiance. The requefl: was eafily granted, and the 

man putting a bridle in his mouth, and mount

ing upon his back, foon came up with the Stag, 

and laid him dead at his enemy's feet. The 

Horfe having thus gratified his revenge, thanked 
hi 
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his auxiliary: And now will I return in triumph, 
faid he, and reign the undifputed lord of the 
fore:fl:. By no means, replied the man; I iliall 
have occafion for your fervices, and you mu:fl: go 
home with me. So faying, he led him to his 
hovel, where the unhappy Steed fpent the re
mainder of his days in a laborious Jer.vitude; fen
fible too late, ~~That how pleafing foever revenge 
may appear, it always cofis more to a generous 
mind than the purchafe is worth.'' 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Farmer and his Sons. 

A WealthyoldFarmer, who had for fometim e 
declined in his health, perceiving tha , he 

had not many days to live, called his Sons to
gether to his bed fide. :My dear Children, faid 
the dying :Man, I leave it with you as my la:fl: 
injunCtion, not to part with the farm which has 
been ·in our family thefe hundred years: for, to 
difclofe to you a fecret which I received from 
my father, and which I now think proper to com
municate to you., there is a treafure hid [orne
where in the ground.s ; though I never could 
difcover the particular fpot where it lies con
cealed. However, as foon as the harve:fl: is go t 
m , fpare no pains in the fearch, and I am well 

D 3 affure~ 
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affured y9u will not lofe your labour. The wife 
o_ld Man was no fooner laid in his grave, and the 
time he m~ntioned arrived, than his Sons went. to 
work, and with great vigour and alacrity, turned, 
up agCl:in and agaln everx foot of g_round belong-, 
~ng to their farm: the confequence of which was, 
although they did not :find the object of their 
purfuit, that theillands yielded a far more plen
~ifid crop than tho,fe of their neighbours. At the 
e1;td of the year, when they were fettling their 
accounts, and computing their extraordinary pro
fits, I would venture a wager, faid one of the 
brothers !lfOre acut~ ~ha.n ~he refi, that thi~ was. 
~he concealed wealth my father meant. I am fure, 
at leaf\:, we have found by expenence, that. 
b~ lndujt?-y is iifeif a treajure.'·'-

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
' . 

The Lion and Gnat. 
'{ ' l ' 

AVAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible in-. 
. feB:! faid a p:roud Lion one day to a Gnat 
tJlat was frifking_ about it::I, the air near his den. 
The Gnat, enraged at thi,s unprovoked infult,. 
vowed revenge, and immediately darted into. 
~he Lion's ear. After having fufficiently teized 
him in that quarter, fhe quitted her fl:ation and 
~.e tired under his belly; and from thence made 

her . . 
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her lafi and mofi formidable attack in his nof
trils, where flinging him almo.fi to madnefs, the 
Lion at length fell down, utterly fpent with 
rage, vexation, and pain. The Gnat having thus 
abundantly gr~tified her refe1;1tment, flew off in 
great exultation: but in th_e heedlefs tranfports 
of her fuccefs, not fufficieD;tly att~~ding to her 
own f~curity, fhe found herfelf unexpeCtedly 
entangled in the web o.f a fpider; who ruil1ing 
put infiantly upon her, put an ~nd to her triumph 
a11d l:(er life. 

This fable infiru8.s us, never to fulfer fuccefs. 
{o far to tranfport us, as t<;> throw us off our 
guard againfi a reverfe of for,tune. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
T he iVIifer and his T reaj uu. 

A Mifer havin g fcraped together a con1iderable 
fum of money, by denying himfelf the com

mon conveniencies of life, was much embarraffed 
where to l9dge it mofi fecurely. After many 
perplexing debates with himfelf, he at length 
fixed upon a corner in a retired field, where he 
depo!ited his Treajure, and with it his heart: in a 
hole which he dug for that purpofe. His mind 
'vas now for a moment at eafe; but he had not 

D 4 proceeded 
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proceeded many paces in his way home, when 

aH -his anxiety returned; and he could not for

bear going back to fee that every thing was fafe. 

This he repeated aga!n and again; till he was at 

lafi obferved by a labourer who was mending a 

.hedge in an adjacent meadow. The fellow con

cluding that fomething extraordinary mufi be the 

occaho~ of thefe frequent vifits, marked the fpot ;. 

and coming in the night in order to examine it, 

he difcovered the prize, and bore it off unmo

lelted. Early the next morning, the Mifer again 

renewed his vifit; when finding his Treafure 

gone, he broke out into the ·mo:fl: bitter ex

clanntions. A traveller, who happened to be 

paffing by at the fame time, was moved by his 

complaints to enquire into the caufe of them. 

Alas ~ replied the Mifer, I have fufiained the mofi 

cruel and irreparable lofs! fome villain has rob

bed me of a fum of money, which I buried under 

this R:one no longer ago than yefierday. Buried! 

Teturned the traveller with furprize; a very ex

traordinary method truly of difpofing of your 

riches! Why did you not rather keep them in 

your houfe, that they might be ready for your. 

daily occafions? Daily occajions! refumed the Mi

fer, with an air of much indignation; do you 

imagine I fo little know the value of money, as to 

fuffer it to be run av\•ay with by occafions ? on the 
contrary, 
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contrary, I had prudently refolved not touch a 
lingle fhilling of it. If that was your wife refo
lution, anfwered the traveller, I fee no fort of 
reafor~ for your being thus afflicted: ~t is b-qt pu~
ting this }tone in the place o,f your Treafure, and 
it will anfwer all your purpofes full as well. 

FA B L E XL. 
Minerva's Olive. rr HE gods, fay the heathen mythologifis, 

have each of them their favourite tree. Ju
piter preferred the Oak, Venus the Myrtle, and 
Phcebus the Laurel; Gybele the Pine, and Her
cules the Poplar. Minerva, CQntinues the my
thologifis, furprized they fhould choofe barren 
trees, afked Jupiter the reafon.-It is, faid he, 
to prevent any fufpicion that we confer the 
honour we do them, from an interefied motive. 
Let folly fufpeB: what it pleafes, returned Minerva; 
I fhall not fcruple to ackno~vledge that I make 
choice of the Olive for the 7ifejulnejs of its fruit. 
0 daughter, replied the father of the gods, it is 
with jufiice that men efieem. thee wife; for no
thing is truly valuable that is not vjifid. 

FABLE 
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FABLE XLI.. 

The Mimick and the Countryman. 

M EN often judge wrong from foll'\e foolifh 

1 prejudice; and whilfl: they pedifi in the 

defence of their mifiakes, are fometimes brought 

t9. fhame by incontefii,ble evidence. 

A certain wealthy patrician, intending to tr.eat 

the Roman people with foflle theatrical enter

tainments, publifhed a reward to any one who 

could furuifh a new or uncommon diverfion. 

Ex,cited by emulation, the artifis affembled from 

all parts; among whom, a Mimick, well known 

for his arch wit, gave out that he had a kind of 

entertainment that had never yet been produced 

upon any flage. 

This report being fpread about, brought the 

whole city ~ogether. The theatre could hardly 

contain the number of fpeetators. And when 

the artifi appeared alone upon the fiage, without 

any apparatus, without any prompter or affiflant, 

curiofi.ty and fufpence kept the fpeetators in a 

profound fi.lence. 

On 
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On a fudden the :performer thruR: down his 
head into h~s bofom, and mimicked the fqueak
ing of a young pig fo naturally, that the audi
~nce infi:!l:ed upon it, he had one under his cloak, 
and ordered him tope fearched. Which being 
done, and nothing appearing, they loade~ the 
man with encomiums, and honoured him with 
the mo:!l: extravagant applaufe. 

A Country fellow obferving what paffed-
H Faith, fays he, I ca,n do this better than he:" 
and immediately gave out that he would perform 
the hme much better the next day. Accord
ingly, greater crow~s affembled: p1·epoffeffed 
however in favour of the fir:!l: arti:fl:, they fit pre
pared ~o laugh at the Clown, rathe:_r than to 
judge fairly <?f his performance. 

They both came out upon the R:<~;ge. The 
l\Iimick grunts away firfr, is received with vaR: 
applaufe, and the loudefr acclamations. Then the 
~ ountryman pretending that he conc~aled a lit
tle pig under his cloak, (which in faB: he did) 
pinched the e:1r of the animal, till he J71ade him 
fqu eak. The people exclaimed aloud that the 
fi rft perform.er had imitated t_he pig much more 
n :1turally, and would have hiffed the Country
man off the R:age: but he produced the real pig 

from 
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from his bofom, and convinced them by a vifi
ble proof of their ridiculous error; See, Gentle
men, faid he, What putty fort of judges you are! 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Dog and_ the Crocodile.. 

W E can never be too carefully guarded 
againfl: a conneCtion with perfons of an 

ill charatl:er. 

As a Dog was courfing the banks of the Nile1 

he grew thirfry; but, fearing to be feized by the 
monfiers of that river, he would not fl:op to fa
tiate .his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro
codile, railing his head above the furface of the· 
water, afked him, Why he was in fuch a hurry? 
He had often, he faid, wifhed for his acquain
tance, and fhould be glad to embrace the prefent 
opportunity. You do me great honour, faid th 
Dog, but it is to avoid fuch companions as you 
that I am in fo much hafte. 

F ABLE 
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FABLE XLIIL 

The liVolf in Dijguije. 

D ESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay 

them{elves open to difcovery, by over-atl

ing their parts. 

A Wolf who by his frequent vifits to a flock 

of Iheep in his neighbourhood, began t.o be ex

tremely well known to them, thought it expedi

ent, for the more fuccefsfully carrying on his de

predations, to appear in a new charatler. To 

this end he difguifed himfelf in a :fhepherd's ha

bit; and refhng his fore-feet upon a Rick, which 

ferved him by v>ay of crook, he foftly made his 

approaches towards the fold. It happened that 

the Ihepherd and his dog ,.vere both of them ex
tended on the grafs, fail afleep; fo that he would 

certainly have fucceeded in his projetl, if he had 

not imprudently attempted to imitate the fhep 

herd's voice. The hnrrid noife awakened them 

both: when lhe vVolf, encumbered with hi dif

guife, and finding it impoffiblc either to reufl: or 

to flee, yielded up his life an eafy prey to the" 

fhepherd' dog. 

FABLE 
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:F A B L E XLIV. 

The Be~ and the SpideT. 
- . . 

T HE Bee and the Spider once entered into a 
warm debate, which was the better arti1t 

fhe Spider urged her ikillin the mathematics; and 
a£ferted that no one was haif fo well acquainted 
as herfelf with the corilhuCl:ion of lines, angles; 
fguares, and circles: that the web fhe daily wove 
was a fpecimen of art inimitable by any other 
creature in the univerfe: and betides, that her 
works were derived from herfelf alone, the pro
duCl of her own bowels; whereas the boafied 
honey of the Bee was fiolen from every herb and 
flower of the field; nay, that fhe had obligations 
even to the meanefi weeds. To this the Bee re
plied, that ilie was iri hopes the art of extraCl:ing 
honey from the meanefi weeds would at leafi have 
been allowed her as an excellence; and that as 
to her fiealing fweets from the herbs and flowers 
of the field, her ikill was there fo confpicuous; 
that no flower ever fuffered the leafi diminution 
of its fragrance from fo delicate an operation. 
Then, as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the 
confiruCl:ion of lines and angles, :fhe believed fhe 
might fafely refi the merits of her caufe, on th~ 
regularity alone of her combs; but G. nee fhe could 

add 
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add to this, the fweetnefs and excelle-nce of her 
honey, and the vat·ious purpofes to which her 
wax was employed, fhe had nothing ·to fear from 
a comparifon of her £kill with that of the weaver 
of a flimfy cobweb; for the value of every art, fhe 
obferved, is chiefly to be efl:imated by its uje. 

F A B L E XLV. 

The Afs and his Ma.fler. 

ADiligentAfs,daily loaded beyond his Rrength 
by a fevere l\1afl:er, whom he had long ferved, 

and who kept him at very !hort commons, hap
pened one day in his old age to be opprdfed with 
a more than ordinary burthen of earthen-ware. 
His fl:iength being much impaired, and the road 
deep and uneven, he unfortunately made a trip, 
and unable to recover himfelf, fell down, and 
broke all the veiTels to pieces. His Mafl:er tran
fported with rage, began to beat him mofl: un
mercifully Again.fl: whom the poor Afs, lifting 
up his head as he lay on the ground, thus Rrongly 
remonfl:rated: Unfeeling wretch! to thy ovvn 
avaricious cruelty, in firft pinching me of food, and 
then loading me beyond my fl:rength, thou owefl: 
the misfortune ·vvhich thou fo unjufl:ly imputefl: 
to me. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E XLVI. 

The Cock and the Fox. 

AN experienced old Cock was feuling himfelf 

to roof!: upon a high bough, when a Fox 

appeared under the tree . I am come, faid the 

artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the name of 

all my brethren, that a general peace is concluded 

between your whole family and burs . Defcend 

immediately I befeech you, that we may mu

tually embrace upon fo j oyful and unexpeCted 

an event. My good friend, replied the Cock, 

nothing could be more agreeable to me than this 

news: and to hear it from you increafes my fatis

faClion. But I perceive two hounds at a difiance 

coming this way, who are probably difpatched 

as couriers with the treaty: as they run very 

fwiftly, and will certainly be here in a few mi

nutes, I will wait their arrival, that we may all 

four embrace together. Reynard well· knew if 

that vras the cafe, it was no time for him to re

main there any longer: pretending therefore to 

be in great hafl:e; Adieu faid he, for the prefent; 

we will refer our rejoicing to another opportunity: 

upon which he darted into the woods with all 

imaginable expedition. Old Chanticleer no foon

er faw him depart, than he crowed abundantly 
111 
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in the triumph of his artifice : for by a harmlefs 
firatagem to difappoint the malevolent intentions 
of thofe who are endeavouring to deceive us to 
our ruin, is not only innocent, but laudable. 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The Eagle and the Crow. rr 0 mifl:ake our own talents, or over-rate out 

abilities, is always ridiculous, and fometimes 
dangerous. 

An Eagle, from the top of a high mountairt , 
made a fl:oop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore 
it away to her young. A Crow, who had built 
her nefl: in a cedar near the foot of the rock, ob
ferving what paffed, was ambitious of perform
ing the fame exploit: and darting from her neiL 
fixed her talons in the fleece of another lamb. 
But neither able to move her prey, nor difen
tangle her feet, fhe was taken by the :fhepherd, 
and carried away for his children to play with: 
who eagerly enquiring what bird it was,-An 
hour ago, faid he, :fhe fancied herfelf an Eagle; 
hmvever, I fuppofe fhe is by this time convinced 
that :fhe is but a C1·ow. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XL VIII. 

The FaTmer and the Stag. 

A Stag, who had left at fome difiance a pack 

of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and de

fired he would fuffer him to hide himfelf in a 

little coppice which joined to his houfe. The 

Farrrier, on condition that he would forbear to 

enter a field of wheat, which lay before him, and 

was now ready for the fickle; immediately gave 

him leave, and promifed not to betray him. 

The fquire with his train infiantly appeared, 

and enquired whether he had not feen the Stag; 

No, faid the Farmer, he has not paffed this way, 

l affure you: but, in order to curry favour at the 

fame time with his woriliip, he pointed jlily with 

his finger to the place where the poor beafi lay 

concealed. This however, the fportfman, intent 

on his game, did not obferve, but paffed on with 

his dogs acrofs the very field. As foon as the 

Stag perceived they were gone, he prepared to 

fieal off, without fpeaking a word. Methinks, 

cryed the Farmer~ you might thank me, at leaft, 

for the refuge I have afforded you: yes, faid the 

Stag, and had your hands been as hon efi as your 

tongue, I certainly ihould; but all the return that 

a 

I 
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a double dealer has to expeCt, is a jufi indignation 
and contempt. 

FABLE XLIX. 

The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox. 

A Lion and a Tyger jointly feized on a young 
fawn, which they immediately killed. This 

they had no fooner performed, than they fell a 
fighting, in order to decide whofe property it 
iliould be. The battle was fo bloody, and fo 
obfl:inate, that they v.rere both compelled, thro' 
wearinefs and lofs of blood, to defifi; and lye 
down by mutual confent, totally dijabled. At this 
infl:ant, a Fox unluckily came by; who, per
ceiving their fituation, made bold to feize the 
conteficd prey, and bore it off unmolefied. As 
foon as the Lion could recover breath-How 
foolifh, faid he, has been our conduCt ! Infiead 
of being contented as vve ought, with our rifpec
tivejhares; our fenfelefs rage has rendered us un
able to prevent this rafcally Fox from defrauding 
us of the whole. 

E2 FABLE 
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FABLE L. 

The Lion ·and the Ajs. 

A Conceited Afs had once the impertinence 
to bray forth fame contemptuous fpeeches 

againfl: the Lion. The fuddennefs of the infult, 
at firfl: raifed fame emotions of wrath in his breafi; 

but turning his head and perceiving from whence 

it came, they immediately fubfided; and he very 

fedately walked on, without deigning to honour 

the contemptible creature, even fo much as with 

an angry word. 

FA B L E LI. 

The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

I T is by no means prudent to join interefl:s 

with fuch as have it in their power to impofe 

upon us their own conditions. 

By the intreaties of a Hedge-hog half fiarved 
with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to re

ceive him into her cell. He was no fooner en

tered, than his prickles began to be very uneafy 
to his companion : npon which, the Snake de~ 
fired he wonlc1 provicle himfelf another lodging, 

as fbe found her apartment was not large enough 
to 
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to accommodate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog, 
let them that are uneajy in their fituation exchange 
it; for my own part, I am very well contented 
where I am; and if you are not, you are wel
come to remove whenever you think p~ope,r, 

F A B. L E LII. 

T h~ TmmjJeter. 

A Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to. 
be taken prifoner. He was ordered imme

diately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for 
himfelf, that it was unjufl: a perfon fhould fuffer 
death, who, far from an intention of mifchief, 
did not even wear an offenfive weapon. So 
much the rather, replied one of the enemy, fhalt 
thou die; fince without any defign of fighting 
th;felf, thou exciteH: others to the bloody bvjinifs: 
for he that is the abettor of a bad action, is at 
leafi equal-ly guilty with him that commits it. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E LIII. 

*Vice and Fortune. 

F 0 R TUNE and Vice, according to Plutarch 

had once a violent contefl:, which of them 

had it mofl: in their power to make mankind un

happy. Fortune boafl:ed that fhe could take from 

men every external good; and bring upon them 

every external evil. Be it fo, replied Vice; but 

this is by no means fufficient to make them mi

ferable without my affifl:ance: whereas without 

yours,_ I am able to render them completely fo; 

nay, in fpite too of all your endeavours to make 

them happy. 

FABLE LIV. 

The Bear and the Bees. 

A Bear happened to be fl:ung by a Bee; the 

pain was fo acute, that in the madnefs of 

revenge he ran into the garden, and overturned 

the hive, vowing the defl:ruClion of the whole 

race. This outrage provoked their anger to a 

high degree, and brought the fury of the whole 

*This fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord 

Bolingbrohe, in his Philojophical Tracts. 
Jwarm 
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]warm upon him. They attacked him with fuch 
violence, that his life was in danger, and it was 
with the utmofi difficulty that he made his efcape, 
wounded from head to tail. In this def perate 
condition, lamenting his misfortune, and lick
ing his fores, he could not forbear refleCting, how 
much more advifeable it had been to have pa
tiently acquiefced under one injury, than thus 
by an unprofitable refentment to have provoked 
a thot{and. 
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F A B L E I. 

The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. 

AMiller and. his Son were dri:ing their Afs to 

market, 1n order to fell h1m: and that he 

might get thither fre£h and in good condi

tion, they drove him on gently before them. 

They had not gone far, when they met a com

pany of travellers. Sure, fay they, you are 

mighty careful of your Afs : methinks one of 

you might as well get up and ride, as fuffer him 

to walk on at his eafe, while you trudge after him 

on foot. In compliance with this advice, the 

Old Man fet his Son upon the beafi. They had 

fcarce advanced a quarter of a mile further, when 
they 
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they met another company. You idle young:_ 
rogue, faid one of the· party, why don't you 
get down, and let your poor father ride? Upon 
this, the Old Man made his Son difmount, and 
got up himfelf. While they were. marching in 
this manner, a third company began to infult 
the father. You hard-hearted, unnatural wretch,, 
fay they, how can you fuffer that poor lad to 
wade th1~ough the dirt, while you like an alder
man ride at your eafe? The good-natured Mil
ler Hood correLl:ed, and immediately took his 
Son up behind him. And now, the next man 
they met exclaimed with more vehemence, than 
all the refi. W as the-re €Ver fuch a couple of 
lazy boobies? to overload in fo unconfcionable 
a manner, a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs 
able to carry them than they are to carry him ! 
TI1e ~omplying Old Man would have been 
half inclined to make the trial, had np t experi
ence by this time fufficiently convinced him., 
that there cannot be a more jruitlejs attemp~ 
than ~o. e:ndeavour to pleafe all mankind. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E II. 

The Sorcerefs. 

N I G H T and fi.lence had now given rcp'ofc to 
the whole world; when an old illnatured 

Sorcerefs, in order to exercife her infernal arts, 
entered into a gloomy wood, tlut trembled at 
her approach. The fcene of her horrid incan
tations was v\ithin the circumference of a large 
circle; in the center of which an altar was raifed, 
where the hallowed vervain blazed in triang lar 
flames, while the mifchievous Hag pronounced 
the dreadful words, which bound all hell in obe
dience to her durms. She blows a raging pef
tilence from her lips into the neighbouring folds; 
the innocent cattle die, to afford a fit facrifi.ce 
to the infernal deities . The moon, by powerful 
fpells drawn down from her orb enters the ·wood : 
legions of fpirits from. P.£uto' s realms appear be
fore the altar, and demand her pleafure. Tell 
me. faid fh e, where I fhall find what I have 1ofl:, 
my favourite little dog. How ~ cryed they all 
enraged-Impertinent BelJame! mufi the order 
of nature be inverted, anJ the repofe of eYery 
creature dijlurucd, for the fake of thy little dog 'l 

FABLE 
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F A B L E III. 

The Camel ion. 

T w 0 travellers happened on their journey 

to be engaged in a warm difpute about the 

colour of the C ameli on. One of them ·affirmed 

it was blue; that he had feen it with his own 

eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding 

on the air; in a very clear day. The other firongly 

afferted it was guen, and that he had viewed 

it very clofely and minutely on the broad leaf of 

a fig-tree. Both of them were pofitive, and the 

difpute was riling to a quarrel : but a third per

fan luckily coming by, they agreed to refer the 

q uefrion to his decifion. Gentlemen, faid the 

arbitrator with a fmile of great felf-fatisfaB:ion, 

you could not have been more lucky in your re

ference, as I happen to have caught one of them 

lafi nz"ght: but indeed yo.u are both mifiaken, for 

the creature is totally black . Black ! impoffible ! 

Nay, quoth the umpire, wi th great affurance; 

the matter may foon be decided, for I immedi

ately enclofed my Carnelian in a little paper box , 

and here it is. So faying, he drew it out of his 

pocket, opened his box, and behold, it was as 

white as fnow. The pofitive difputants looked 

equallyfurprifed, and equally confounded: while 
the 
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the fagacious reptile, affuming the air of a philo
fopher, thus admoni:fhed them: Y e children of 
men, learn diffidence and moderation in your opi
nions. 'Tis true, you happen, in this prefent 
infiance, to be all in the right, and have only 
confidered the fubjeB: under different circum
fiances: but pray, for the future, allow others 
to have eye-fight as well as yourfelves; nor won
der if every one prefers the tefiimony of his own 
Jerifes, to that of another's. 

FABLE IV. 
The VVolj and the Lamb. 

A Flock of :fheep were feeding in a meadow, 
while their dogs were afieep, and their 

fhepherd at a difiance, playing on his pipe, be
neath the :fhade of a fpreading elm. A young 
unexperienced Lamb, obferving a half-fiarved 
Wolf peeping through the pales of the enclofure, 
entered into converfation with him. Pray, what 
are you feeking for here? faid the Lamb. I am 
looking, replied theW olf, for fome tender grafs; 
for nothing you know is more pleafant than to 
feed in a fre:fh pafiure, and to flake ones thirfl 
at a cryfial fiream: both which, I perceive, you 
enjoy within thefe pales in their utmofi perfec
tion. Happy creature! continued he, how much 

I 
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I envy your lot! who are in full po:ITeffion of the 

utmofi I defire: for philofophy has long taught 
me to be fatisfied with a little. It feems then, 

returned the Lamb, thofe who fay you feed on 
flefh, accufe you falfely, fince a little grafs will 

eafily content you. If this be true, let us for 

the future live like brethren, and feed together. 

So faying, the fimple Lamb imprudently crept 

through the fence, and became at once a prey 

to our pretended philofopher, and a facrifice to 
his own' inexperience and credulity. 

FA B L E V. 

The Fox and the Bramble. 

A Fox clofely purfued by a pack of dogs, tdok 
fhelter under the covert of a Bramble. He 

rejoiced in this afylum, and for a while was very 

happy: but foon found, that if he attempted to 

fiir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles on 

every fide . However, making a virtue of ne

ceffity, he forbore to complain; and comforted 

himfelf with reflelting, that no blifs is perfelt; that 

good and evil are mixt, and flow from the fame 

fountain. Thefe briars indeed, faid he, will tear 

my fkin a little, yet they keep off the dogs. For 

the fake of the good then, let me bear the evil 

with patience; each bitter has its fweets, and 
thefe 
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thefe Brambles though they wound my jlejh, pre
ferve my life from danger. 

FABLE VI. 

The Falcon and the Hen. 

D IFFERENT circumfl:ances ma kc the f ame 
action right or wrong a virtue or a vice. 

Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid a Fal
con to a Hen, you are certainly the moil: un
<TratefuJ. What infiance of ingratitude, replied 
the Hen can you jufily charge upon me? The 
greatefl:, returned the Falcon; ingratitude to 
your highefi benefactors, men. Do they not 
feed you every day, and fl1elter you every night? 
Neverthelefs, when they endeavour to court you 
to them you ungratefully forget all their kind
nefs, and fly from them as from an enemy. Now 
I, who am wild by nature, and no way obliged 
to them; yet upon the lea.fl of their careffes, fuf
fer myfelf to be taken and go, or come at their 
command. All this is very true, replied the 
Hen but there may be a fu fficient reafon both 
for my f ear, and for youT jamiliaTity: I believe yon 
never faw a fingle Falcon roajling at the fire; 
whereas I have feen an hundred Hens truffed 
for that purpofe. 

F FABLE 
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F A B L E VII. 

The Travellers and the Money-bag. 

A s two men were travelling on the road, one 

of them efpied a bag of Money lying on 
the ground, and picking it up, I am in luck this 

morning, faid he, I have found a Bag of Money. 

Yes, returned the other; though, methinks, you 
il1ould not fay I, but We have fQmnd it: for when 

two friends are travelling together, they ought 

equally to fhare in any accidental good fortune 

that may happen to attend them. No, rejoined 
the former, it was I that found it, and I mufi in

fifi upon keejJing it. He had no fooner fpoken 

the words than they were alarmed with a hue 

and cry after a thief, who had that morning 

taken a purfe upon the road. Lord, fays the 

finder, this is extremely unfortunate, we il1all 

certainly be feized. Good Sir, replied the other, 

be pleafed not to fay We, but I: as you would 

not allow me a fhare in the prize, you have no 

right to make me a partner in the punijhment. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E VIII. 
The dijcontented Afs. 

I N the depth of winter, a poor Afs prayed 
heartily for the fpring, that he might ex

change a cold lodging, and a heartlefs trufs of 
fhaw, for a little warm weather and a mouthful 
of freih gafs. In a :fhort time, according to his 
wiih, the warm weather, and the frefh grafs came 
on; but brought with them fo much toil and bu
finefs, that he was foon as \<\'eary of the fpring 
as before of the winter; and he now became im
patient for the approach of fummer. Summer 
arrives: but the heat, the harvefr-work, and 
other drudgeries and inconveniences of the fea
fon, fet him as far from happinefs as before; 
which he now flattered himfelf would be found 
in the plenty of autumn. But here too he is 
difappointed; for what with the carrying of ap
ples, roots, fewel for the winter, and other pro
vifions, he was in autumn more fatigued than 
ever. Having thus trod round the circle of the 
year, in a courfe of reR:Iefs labour, uneafinefs 
and difappointment; and found no feafon, nor 
fl:ation of life, without its bufinefs and its trou
ble; he was forced at lafi to acquiefce in the 
comfortlejs feafon of winter, where his complaint 

F ~ beo-an: 
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began: convinced that in this world, every fitua
tion has its inconvenience. 

F i\ B L E IX. 

The two Springs. rr W 0 Springs, which i:ffued from the fame 
fountain, began their courfe together : one 

of them took her way in a filent and gentle fl:ream, 
while the other rufhed along with a founding 
and rapid current. Sifter, faid the latter, at the 
rate you move, you will probably be dried up 
before you advance much farther: whereas, for 
myfelf, I will venture a wager, that within two 
or three hundred furlongs I {hall become naviga
ble, and after difl:ributing commerce and wealth 
wherever I flow, I ihall majefl:icallyproceed to pay 
my tribute to the ocean: fo farevvel. dear fi.fl:er, 
and patiently fu bmit to your fate. Her fi.fier made 
no reply; but calmly defcending to the mea
dows below, increafed her fiream by numberlefs 
little rills, which fhe collecred in her progrefs, 
till at length fhe was enabled to rife into a conji
derable river: whilfi the proud Stream, who had 
the vanity to depend folely upon h er own fuffi
ciency, continued a }halLow brook, and was glad 
at lafi to be helped forward, by throwing herfelf 
into the arms of her defpifed fifier. 

FABLE 
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FABLE X. 

The Rife and the Butterfly. 

A Fine powdered B~tterfly fell in love with a 
beautiful Rofe, who expanded her charms 

in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon ' 
adju:fl:ed between them, and they mutually vowed 
eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfeCtly fatis
fied with the fuccefs of his amour, took a tender 
leave of his mi:fl:refs, and did not return again 
till noon. What! faid the Rofe, when :fhe faw 
him approach, is the ardent paffion you vowed, 
fo foon extingui:fhed? It is an age fince you paid 
me a vifit. But no wonder: for I obferved you 
courting by turns every flower in the garden. 
You little coquet, replied the Butterfly, it well 
becomes you truely, to reproach me with my 
gallantries; when in fact I only copy the exam
ple which you yourjelj have fet me. For, not to 
mention the fatisfaction with which you ::tdmit
ted the kifs of the fragrant Zephyr; did I not 
fee you difplaying your charms to the bee, the fly , 
the wajp, and in fhort, encouraging and receiv
ing the addreiTes of every buzzing infect that flut
tered within your view? If you will be a coquet~ 
you mu:fl: expect to find me inconfiant. 

FABLE 
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FABLE XI. 

The Tortoije and two Ducks. 

V ANITY and idle curiofity are qualities 

which generally prove defl:ruttive to thofe 

who fuffer themfelves to be governed by them. 

A Tortoife, weary of paffing her days in the 

fame obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful in

clination to vifit foreign countries. Two Ducks, 

whom_ the fimple Tortoife acquainted with her 

intention, undertook to oblige her upon the 

occafion. Accordingly they told her, that if 

fhe would fafl:en her mouth to the middle of a 

pole, they would take the two ends, and tranfport 

her whitherfoever fhe chofe to be conveyed. The 

T ortoife approved of the expedient; and every 

thing being prepared, the Ducks began their 

flight with her. They bad not travelled far in 

the air, when they were met by a crow, who en

quiring what they were bearing along, they re· 

plied, The queen of the Tortoifes. The Tortoife, 

vain of the new and unmerited appellation, was 

going to confirm the title when opening her 

mouth for that purpofe, fhe Jet go her hold, and 

was da{hed to pieces by her fall. 

FABLE 

• 
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FA B L E XII. 

The Cat and the old Rat. 

A Certain Cat had made fuch unmerciful ha

voc among the vermin of her neighbour

hood, that not a fingle Rat or Moufe dared ven 

ture to appear abroad. Pufs was foon convinced, 

that if affairs remained in their prefent fituation, 

fhe mufl: be ta.tally unfupplied with provifion. 

After mature deliberation therefore, il1e refolvec\ 

to have recoufe to fl:ratagem. For this purpofe, 

fhe fufpended herfelf from a hook with her head 

downwards, pretending to be dead. The rats 

:md mice obferving her, as they peeped from 

their holes, in this dangling attitude, concluded 

fhe was hanged for fome mifdemeanour; and 

,,vith great joy immediately fallied forth in quefl: 

of their prey. Pufs, as foon as a fufficient num

ber were colleB:ed together, quitting her hold, 

dropped into the midfl: of them; and very few 

had the fortune to make good their retreat. This 

artifice having fucceeded fo well, il1e was encou

raged to try the event of a Jecond. Accordingly 

:fhe ,,vhitened her coat all over, by rolling her

felf in a heap of ilour, and in this difguife lay 

concealed in the bottom of a meal tub. This 

fl:ratagem \\·as executed, in general, with the fame 

F 4 effea 
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effect as the former. But an old experienced 
Rat, altogether as cunning as his adverfary, 
v;as not fo· eafily enfnared. I don't much like, 
faid he, that white heap yonder; fomething 
whifpers me, there is mifchief concealed under it. 
'Tis true, it may be meal; but it may}ikewife be 
fomething that I :f11all not reliih quite fo well. 
There can be no harm, at leafl:, in keeping at a 
proper difl:ance: for caution, I am fure, is the 
parent of Jecurity. 

F A B L E XIII. 

The Country l\1.aid and her MiLk-pail 

W H E N men fuffer their imaginations to 
amufe them with the profpeB: of difl:ant 

and uncertain improvements of their condition; 
they frequently fufl:ain realloffes, by their inat
tention to thofe affairs in which they are imme
diately concerned. 

A Country Maid was walking very delibe
rately with a Pail of Milk upon her head, when 
:fhe fell into the following train of r fleB:ions. 
The money, for which I fhall fell this Milk, will 
enable me to increafe my :flock of eggs to three 
hundred. Thefe eggs, allowing for what may 
prove addle, and what may be defl:royed by ver-

min , 
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min, will produce at leafi, two hundred and 
fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to carry 
to market about Chrillmas, when poultry always 
bear a good price: fo that by May-day, I can
not fail of having money enough to purchafe a 
new gown. Green-let me confider,-yes, green 
becomes my complexion befl:, and green it :fhall 
be. In this drefs I will go to the fair, where all 
the young fellows will {hive to have me for a 
partner: but I :fhall perhaps refufe every one of 
them, and with an air of difdain tojs from them 
-Tranfported with this triumphant thought, :fhe 
could not forbear aCting with her head, what thus 
paffed in her imagination; when down came the 
Pail of :Milk, and all her imaginm7 hapjJinejs va
ni:fhed in a moment. 

FABLE XIV. 
The Cormorant and the Fijhes. 

I T is very imprudent to trufl: an enemy, or even 
a fl:ranger, fo far as to put one's felf in his 

power. 

A Cormorant ,vhofe eyes were become fo dim 
by age, that he could not difcern his prey at 
the bottom f the waters, bethought himfelf of 
a fir atagem to fuppl his wants. Hark you friend, 

faid 
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faid he to a Gudgeon, whom he obferved fwirr.

ming near the furface of a certain canal, if you 

have any regard for yourfelf or your brethren,. 

go this mon1.ent and acquaint them from me, 

that the owner of this piece of water is deter

mined to drag it a week hence. The Gudgeon 

immediately fwam away, and made his report 

of this terrible news to a general aiTembly of the 

Fifhes; who unanimoufly agreed to fend him 

back as their embaiTador to the Cormorant. The 

purport of his commiffion was to return him their 

thanks for the intellig.ence; and to add their in

treaties., that, as he had been fo good as to in

form them of their danger, he would be graci

ou:O y pleafed to put them into a method of ef

caping it. That I will mofi readily, returned 

the artful Cormorant, and aflifi you with my 

befi fervices into the bargain. You have only 

1:0 collect yourfelves together at the top of the 

water~ and I will undertake to tranfport you 

one by one to my own 1-ejidence, by the :fide of a 

folitary pool, to which no creature but myfelf 

ever found the way. The project was perfectly 

well approved by the unwaTy Fillies, and with great 

expedition performed by the deceiiful Cormorant; 

who having placed them in a fhallow water, the 

bottom of which his eye could eafily difcern, 

thev 
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they were all devoured by him in their turns, as 
his hunger or luxury required. 

FABLE XV. 

The Athiejt and the Acorn. 

I T was the fool who faid in his heart, The?"e is 
no God: into the breafl: of a wife man, fuch 

a thought could never have entered. One of 
thofe refined Reafoners, commonly called l\1i
nute Philofophers, was fitting at his eafe be:
neath the :fhade of a large oak, while at his fide 
the weak branches of a pumpion were trailed 
upon the ground. This threw our great logician 
into his old track of reafoning againfl: providence. 
Is it confi:O:ent with common Jerife, faid he, that 
infinite wijdom :fhould create fo large and :O:ately a 
tree, with branches of fuch pTodigious :O:rengtb, 
only to bear fo fmall and infignificant a fruit as 
an AcoTn? Or that fo ,.reak a :O:em, as that of :1 

pumpion, :fhould be loaded with fo difpropor
tioned a weight? A child may fee the abfurdity 
of it. In the midfl: of this curious [peculation, 
down dropt an Acorn, from one of the highefl: 
branches of the oak full upon his head. Ho,,
fmall a trifle may overturn the fy:O:ems of mighty 
jJhilofophers! Struck with the accident~ he could 

not 
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not help crying out, How providential it is that 

this was not a pumpion! 

FA B L E XVI. 

The Lynx and the Mvle. 

U NDER the covert of a thick wood~ at the 

foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his 

teeth, and waiting for his prey; he efpied a 

Mole, half buried under a hilloc of her own 

railing. Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx, 

how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been 

very unkind, to debar thee from the light of the 

day, which rejoices the whole creation. Thou 

art certainly not above half alive; and it would 

be doing thee a fervice, to put an end to fo un

animated a being. I thank you for your kind

nefs, replied the Mole, but I think I have full 

as much vivacity, as my fl:ate and circum1hnces 

require. For the reft, I am perfeB:ly well con

tented with the faculties which Jupiter has al

lotte(]. me, who I ~m fure wants not our direc

tion in diftributing his gifts with propriety. I 

have not, 'tis true, your piercing eyes; but I 

have ears which anfwer all my purpofes full as 

well. Hark! for example, I am warned, by a 

noife which I hear behind you, to fly from dan

ger. So faying, he flunk into the earth; while 
a 
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a javelin from the arm of a hunter, pierced the 
quick-fighted Lynx to the heart. 

FABLE XVII. 
The Spider and the Silk-worm. 

T H 0 S E arts are mofi valuable., which are 
of greateR: ufe. 

A Spider, bufied in fpreading his web from 
one fide of a room to the other, wa~ afkcd by 
an indufirious Silk-worm, to what end he fpent 
fo much time and labour, in making fuch a 
number of lines and circles? The Sp~der angrily 
replied, Do not difiurb me, thou ignorant thing: 
I tranfmit my ingenuity to pojterity, and fame is 
the objeCt. of my willies. Jufi as he had fpoken, 
Sufan the chambermaid, coming into the room 
to feed her Silk-worms, faw the fpider at his 
work; and with one firoke of her broom, fwept 
him away, and defiroyed at once his labours, and 
h.opes of f arne. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XVIII. 

The Bee and the Fly. 

A Bee obferving a Fly frifking about her hive, 

afked him in a very paffionate tone, what 

he did there ? Is it for fuch fcoundrels as you, 

faid fhe, to intrude into the company of the 

queens of the air? You have great reafon truly, 

replied the Fly, to be out of humour: I am 

fure they mufi be mad, who would have any 

concern with fo quarrelfome a nation. And 

why fo? thou faucy malapert~ returned the en

raged Bee: we have the befi: laws, and are go

verned by the beii: policy in the world. We 

feed upon the mofi fragrant flowers, and all our 

bufinefs is to make honey? honey, which equals 

ne8:ar, thou tafl:elefs wretch, who livefi upon 

nothing but putrefa8:ion and excrement. We 

live as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope, 

is no crime; but paffion is one, I am fure. The 

honey you 'make, is fweet I grant you; but your 

heart is· all bitternefs: for to be revenged on an 

enemy, you'll dellroy your own life; and are 

fo inconfiderate in your rage, as to do more mif

chief to yourfelf, than to your adverfary. Take 

my word for it, one had better have lefs confi

derable talents , and ufe them with more difc re

tion. FABLE 
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FA B L E XIX. 

-Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 

GENIUS, Virtue, an.d Reputation, three 
intimate friends, agreed to travel over the 

ifland of Great Breton, to fee whatever might 
' be worthy of obfervation. But as fome misfor

tune, faid they.., may happen to feparate us; let 
· us confider before we fet out, by what means 
we may find each other again. Should it be 
my ill fate, faid Genius, to be fevered from my 
friends, which heaven forbid! you may find me 
kneeling in devotion before the tomb of Shake
fpear; or rapt in fome grove where Milton talked 
with angels; or mufi.ng in the grotto where Pope 
caught infpiration. Virtue, with a ugh, ac
knowledged that her friends were not very nu
merous: but were I to lofe you, :fhe cryed, with 
whom I am at prefent fo happily united; I :fhould 
chufe to take fanCluary in the temples of reli
gion, in the palaces of royalty, or in .the :flately 
domes of mini:flers of fl:ate: but as it may be my 
ill fortune to be there denied admittance, enquire 
for fome cottage where Contentment has a bower.., 
and ther-e you will _certainly find me. Ah, my 
dear companions, faid Reputation very earne:fl
ly, you I perceive, when miffing, may poffibly 

be 
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be recovered; but take care, I in treat you, al

ways to keep fight of me, for if I am once loft, I 

am never to be retTieved. 

FABLE XX. 

The CouTt of Death. 

D EAT H, the king of terrors, on the anni

verfary of his coronation, was detennined 

to chufe his prime mini:fl:er. His pale courtiers, 

the gha:fl:ly train of difeafes, were all fummoned 

to attend: when each preferred his claim to the 

honour of this illu:fl:rious office. Fever urged the 

numbers he defiroyed; cold Palfy fet forth his 

pretentious, by fhaking all his limbs; and Drop

fy, by his fwelled unwieldly carcafe. Gout hob

bled up, and alledged his great power in rack

ing every joint; and A:fl:hma' s inability to fpeak, 

was a .£hong, though filent argument in favour 

of his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded their 

violence; Plague, his rapid progrefs in de:fl:uc

tion; and Confumption tho' flow, infi:fl:ed that 

he was fure. In the mid:fl: of this contention the 

court was di:fl:urbed with the noife of mufic, 

dancing feafting, and revelry; when immedi

ately entered a lady with a bold lafcivious air, 

and a flufhed and jovial countenance: fhe was 

attended on one hand by a troop of cooks and 
bacchanals; 
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bacchanals; and on the other by a train of wan
ton youths and damfels, who danced half naked 
to the fofteft mufical in:fhuments; her name was 
I TEMPER AN c E. She waved her hand, and thus 
addreffed the crowd of Difeafes. Give way, ye 
fickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie with 
my fuperior merits in the fervice of this great 
Monarch. Am not I your paTent? the author 
of your beings? Do you not derive your power 
of fhortening human life almoft wholly from me? 
Who then fo fit as myfelf for this important of
fice? The grifly Monarch grinned a fmile of ap
probation, placed her at his right hand, and fhe 
immediately became his jJrime favourite, and 
jnincipal minifter. 

FA B L E XXI. 

IndtiflTy and Sloth. 

H 0 W many live in the world as ufelefs, as 
if they had never been born ! They pafs 

through life, like a bird through the air, and 
leave no track behind them: wafte the prime of 
their days in deliberating what they Ihall do; and 
bringing them to a period, without coming to 
any deteTmination. 

G An 
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An indolent young man, being a.fked why he 

lay in bed fo long, jocofely and careleffiy an

fwered-Every morning of my life I am hearing 

caufes·, I have two fine girls, their names are 

Induihy and Sloth, clofe at my bed fide, as foon 

as ever I a wake, preffin g their different fui ts. 

One intreats me to get up, the other perfuades 

me to lie fl:.ill: and then they alternately give me 

various reafons, why I fhould rife, and why I 

fhould not. This detains me fo long, as it is 

the duty_ of an impartial judge to hear all that 

can be faid o:ri either fide, that before the plead

ings are over, it is time to go to dinner. 

FA B L E XXII. 

The Hare's Ears. 

AN Elk having accidently gored a Lion, the 

monarch was fo exafperated, that he fent 

forth an ediCl, commanding all horned beafl:s, 

on pain of death, to depart his dominions. A 
Hare obferving the fhadow of her Ears, was much 

alarmed at their long and lofty apperance; and 

running to one of her friends, acquainted him 

that Ihe wa refolved to quit the country. For 

Ihould I h appen, faid fhe , however undefign

edly, to give offence to my fuperiors, my Ears 

may be confl:rued to come within the horn-aCl. 
Her 
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Her friend fmiled at her apprehenfions: and afked, 
how it was poffible that Ears could be miflaken 
for horns? Had I no more Ears than an oflrich, 
replied the Hare, I would not trufi them in the 
hands of an informer : for truth and innocence are 
arguments of little force, againfi the logic of power 
and malice in · conjunCtion. 

F A B L E XXIII. 

The Hermit and the BeaT. 

AN imprudent friend often does as much mif
chief by his too gTeat zeal, as the worfl: ene

my could effeB: by his malice. 

A certain Hermit having done a good offic 
to a Be;u, the grateful creature was fo fenfible 
of his obligation, that he begged to be admitted 
as the guardian and companion of his folitude. 
The Hermit willingly accepted his offer; and 
conduB:ed him to his cell, where they paiTed their 
time together in an amicable manner. One very 
hot day, the Hermit having laid him down to 
f1eep, the officious Bear employed himfelf in dri v
ing away the flies from his pat?·on's face. But in 
fpite of all his care, one of the flies perpetually 
returned to the attack and at lafl:, fettled upon 
the Hermit's nofe. Now I fhall have you mofi 

G 2 certainly. 
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certainly, faid the Bear; and with the befl: in ten~ 

tions imaginable, gave him a violent blow on 

the face; which very effetl:ually indeed demo

lifhed the fly, but at the fame time mofl: terribly 

bruijecl the face of his benefaClor. 

FABLE XXIV. 

The Pajfenger and the Pilot. 

I T had blown a violent fl:orm at fea, and the 

whole crew of a veffel were in imminent dan

ger of fhipwreck. After the rolling of the waves 

was fomewhat abated, a certain Paffenger who 

had never been at fea before, obferving the Pi

lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned, even 

in their greatefl: danger, had the cur.iofity to a£k 

him what death his father died. What death? 

faid the Pilot; why he perifhed at fea, as my 

grandfather did before him. And are not you 

afraid of trufl:ing yourfelf to an element that has 

proved thus fatal to your family? Afraid! by 

no means; why, we mufl: all die: is not your 

father dead? Yes, but he died in his bed. And 

why then are not you afraid of trufiing yourfelf 

to your bed? Becaufe I am there perfetl:ly fe

cure. Itmay be fo, replied the Pilot; butif 

the hand of providence is equally extended over 

all places, there is no more reafon for me to be 
afraid 











M 0 DE R N FABLES. 85 
afraid of going to jea, than for you to be afraid of 
going to bed. 

FABLE XXV. 
The paTtial Judge. 

A Farmer came to a neighbouring Lawyer, ex
preffing great concern for an accident which 

he faid had jufi happened. One of your oxen, 
continued he, has been gored by an unlucky 
bull of mine, and I fhould be glad to know how 
I am to make you reparation. Thou art a very 
honeR: fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt not 
think it unreafonable, that I expea one of thy 
oxen in return, It is no more than jufiice, 
quoth the Farmer, to be fure: but what did I 
fay ?-I mifiake-It is your bull that has killed 
one of my oxen. Indeed! fays the Lawyer, that 
alters the cafe : I mufi enquire into the affair; 
and if-And if! faid the Farmer-the bufinefs 
I find would have been concluded without an if; 
had you been as ready to do juflice to others, as 
to exaa it from them ~ 

FABLE 
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FABLE XXVI. 

The Fox that had lofl his Tail. 

A Fox having been unwarily caught in a trap1 

with much :fhugling and difficulty, at length 

difengaged himfelf; not howeverwithout being 

obliged to leave his Tail behind him. The joy 

he felt at his efcape, was fomewhat abated when 

he began to confider the price he had paid for 

it: and he was a good deal mortified by reflea

ing on the ridiculous figure he fhould make 

among his brethren, without a Tail. In th~ 

agitation of his thoughts upon this occafion, an 

expedient occurred to him, which he refolved to 

try, in order to remove this difgraceful fi.ngu

larity. With this view he afTembled his tribe 

together, and feL forth in a moft elaborate fpeech 1 

how much he had at heart, whatever tended to 

the public weal: he had often thought, he faid 1 

on the length and bu:fhinefs of their Tails; was 

verily pe -fuaded that it was much more burthen

fome, than ornamental, and rendered them be

fides an eafier prey to their enemies. He ear

neftly recommended it to them therefore, to 

difcharge themfclves of fo tifelifs and dangerous 

an incumbrance. My good friend, replied an 

old Fox, who had lifiened very attentively to 
his 
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his harangue, we are much obliged to you, no 
doubt, for the concern you exprefs upon our ac
count: but pray turn about before the company, 
for I cannot, for my life, help fufpeB:ing, that you 
would not be quite fo follicitous to eafe us of 
{)Ur Tails, if you had not unluckily lofl: you?" own. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The N obleman and his Son. 

A Certain Nobleman, much infeB:ed by fuper
il:ition, dreamed one night that his only 

Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was 
thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and 
killed upon the fpot. This idle dream made fa 
fl:rong an iUlpreffio'n upon the weak and credu
lous father, that he formed a refolution never 
rn,ore to fuffer his Son to partake of this his fa
vourite diverfion. The next morning that the 
hounds went out, the young man requefied per
million to follow them; but inil:ead of receiving 
it, as ufual, his father acquain~ed him with his 
dream, and peremptorily enjoined him to for-: 
bear the fport . The youth, greatly mortified at 
thi unexpeCted refufal, left the room much dif
concerted, and it was with fome difficulty that 
he reil:rained hi paffion from indecently break
ing out in his father's prefence. But upon his 

G 4 return 
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return to his own apartment, palling through a 

gallery of pictures, in which was a piece repre

fenting a company of gypfi.es telling a country 

girl her fortune.-'Tis owing, faid he, to a ridi

culous fuper:fhtion of the fame kind, with that 

of this fimple wench. that I am debarred from 

one of the principal pleafures of my life: at the 

fame time, with great emotion, he fl:ruck his 

hand againfl: the canvas ; when a rufiy old nail, 

behind the picture, ran far into his wri:fl:. The 

pain and anguifh of the wound threw the youth 

into a violent fever, which proved too powerful 

for the fkill of the phyfi.cians, and in a few days 

put an end to his life: illufl:rating an obferva

tion, that an over-cautious attention to avoid 

evils, often brings them ujJon us; and that we 

are frequently thrown headlong into misfortunes, 

by the very means we make ufe of to avoid them. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 

Jupiter and the Herdjman. 

A Herdfman mi.ffed a young heifer out of his 

grounds, and, after having diligently fought 

for it in vain, when he could by no other means 

gain intelligence of it, betook himfelf at lafl: to 

his prayers. Great Jupiter, faid he, :fhew me 

but the villain who has done me this injury, and 
I 
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I will give thee in facrifice the fineR: kid from 
my flock. He had no fooner uttered his peti
tion, than turning the corner of a wood. he was 
:lhuck with the fight of a monfl:rous lion, prey
ing on the carcafe of his heifer. Trembling and 
pale, 0 Jupiter, cried he, I offered thee a kid 
if thou wouldfl: gTant rny petition: I now offer thee 
a bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the corife
quence of it. 

FA B L E XXIX. 

The Eagle and the Owl. 

AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a 
league of mutual amity, one of the articles 

of their treaty was, that the former :fhould not 
prey upon the younglings of the latter. But tell 
me, faid the Owl, :fhould you know my little 
ones, if you were to fee them? Indeed I :fhould 
not, replied the Eagle ; but if you defcribe them 
to me, it will be fufficient. You are to obferve 
then, returned the Owl, in the firfl: place, that 
the charming creatures are perfectly well-fhaped; 
in the next, that there is a remarkable fweetnefs 
and vivacity in their countenances; and then 
there is fomething in their voices fo peculiarly 
melodious-'Tis enough, interrupted the Eagle; 
by thefe marks I cannot fail of difl:inguifhing 

them.: 
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them: and you may depend upon their never 

receiving any injury from me. It happened not 

long afterwards, as the Eagle was upon the wing 

in queil of his prey, that he difcovered amidil 

the ruins of an old caille, a neil of grim-faced, 

ugly birds, with gloomy countenances, and a 

voice like that of the furies. Thefeundoubtedly, 

faid he, cannot be the offspring of my friend, 

and fo I £hall venture to make free with them. 

He had fcarce finifhed his repail and departed, 

when the Owl returned; who, finding nothing 

of her brood remaining but fome fragments of 

the mangled carcafes, broke out into the mofi 

bitter exclam.ations againil the cruel and perfidi

ous autho r of her calamity. A ?eighbouring 

bat, who over-heard her lamentations, and had 

been witnefs to what had paired between her and 

the Eagle; very gravely told her, that fhe had 

nobody to blame for this misfortune, but her

felf : whofe blind prejudices in favour of her 

children, had prompted her to give fuch a defcrip

tion of them, · as did not refemble them in any 

one fingle feature or quality. 

Parents fhould very carefully guard again:fl: 

that weak partiality towards their children, which 

renders them blind to their failings and imper-

fe a ions: 
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fe8.ions: as no difpofition is more likely to prove 

prejudicial to their future welfare. 

FABLE XXX. 

The Plague among the Bea.fts. 

A Mortal difl:emper once raged among the 

~eafl:s , and fwept away prodigious num

bers. After it had continued foine time without 

abatement, it "'\•vas concluded in an affembly of 

the brute creation to be a judgment infl.i8.ed 

upon them. for theirfins, and ada y was appointed 

for a general confeflion; when it was agreed, 

that he who appeared to be the greatefl: finner~ 

fhould fuffer death, as an atonement for the refl:. 

The Fox was appointed father confeffor upon the 

occafion; and the Lion with great generofity, 

condekended to be the fidl jn making public 

confeffion. For my part, faid he, I mufl: own 

I have been an enormous offender; I have killed 

many innocent jheep in my time; nay once, but it 

was a cafe of neceffity, I made a meal of the 

jhepherd. the Fox, with much gravity, acknow

ledged, that thefe in any other than the King, 

would have been inexpiable crimes; but that his 

majefl:y had certainly a Tight to a few filly fheep, 

nay, and to the .fhepherd too, in cafe of necef

fity. The judgment of the Fox was applauded 
by 
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by all the fuperior favages; and the Tyger, the 
Leopard, the Bear, and theW olf, made conf{!f
:fion of many enormities of the like fan guinary 
nature: which were all palliated or excufed with 
the fame lenity and mercy ; and their cri es ac
counted fo venial, as fcarce to deferve the name 
of offences. At lafi:, a poor penitent Afs, with 
great contrition acknowledged, that once going 
through the parfon's meaduw, heing very hun
gry, and tempted by the f-weetnefs of the grafs, 
he had cropt a little of it, not more however in 
quantity, than the tip of his tongue: he was very 
forry for the mifdemeanour, and hoped-Hope! 
exclaimed the Fox with fingular zeal, what canfr 
thou hope for, after the commiffion of fo hein
ous a crime? What! eat the parfon' s grafs ! 0 
facrilege! This, this is the flagrant wickednefs, 
my brethren, which has drawn the wrath of hea
ven upon our heads, and this the notorious of
fender, whofe death mufl: make atonement for 
all our tranfgreffions. So faying, he ordered 
his entrails for facrifice, and the refl: of the Beafi:s 
went to dinner upon his carcafe. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXI. 

The Cat, the Cock, and the young Mouje . 

A Young Moufe, who had feen very little of 
the world, came running one day to his 

mother in great hafl:e-0 mother, faid he, I am 
frighted almofl: to death! I have feen the mofl: 
extraordinary creature that ever was. He has a 
fierce angry look, and frruts about upon two 
legs. A Hrange piece of flefh grows upon his 
head, and another under his th roat, as red as 
blood. He flapped h is arms again:ft his fides, .as 
if he intended to rife into the air; and fl:retching 
Dut his head, he opened a fharppointed moutl 
fo wide, that I thou?;ht he was preparing to fwal
low me up: then he roared at me fo horribly, 
that I trembled every joint, and was glad to run 
home as fail as I could. If I had not been frigh
tened a\ ay by this terrible monfier, I w::ts jufl: 
going to fcrape acquaintance with the pretLiefl: 
.creature you eyer faw. She had a foft furr ikin, 
thicker than ours and all beautifully fheaked 
\·rith black and grey; with a modeft look, and 
a demeanour fo humble and courteous, thJ.t me
thought I could have fallen in love with her. Then 
:fhc had a fine long taiJ, which :fhe waved about 
fo prettily and looked fo e::trneftly at me, that 

I 
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I do believe fhe was jufi going to fpeak to me, 

when the horrid monfter frightened me away. 

Ah, my de< r child, faid the mother, you have 

efcaped being devoured, but not by that monfter 

you was fo much afraid of: which in truth was 

only a bird, and would ha\·e done you no man

ner of harm. Whereas the fweet creature, of 

whom you feem fo fond, was no other, than :.1 

Cat; who, under that hypocriticaL countenance, 

conceals the moft inveterate hatTed to all our race, 

and fubfifts entirely by devouring Mice. Learn 

from this incident, my dear, never whilft you 

live to rely on outward appearances. 

F A B L E XXXII. 

The Farmer and his Dog. 

A Farmer ·who had jufl: ftepped into his field 

to mend a gap in one of his fences~ found 

at his return~ the cradle, where he had left his 

only child afleep, turned upfide down, the clothes 

all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying near it 

befmeared alfo with blood. Immediately con

ceiving that the creature had defl:royed his child, 

he infian tly dallied out his brains with the hatche t 

in his hand: when turning up the cr;:trl]e, he 

found his child u 1hnrt. and an enormous crpent 

lying dead on the floor, killed by that faithful 
Dog. 
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Dog, whofe courage and fidelity in preferving 
the life of his fon, deferved another kind of re
ward. Thefe affecting circumftances afforded 
him a ftriking leffon, how dangerous it is too 
haflily to give way to the blind impulfe ofajud
·rlen pajfion. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Gnat and the Bee. 

A Gnat half ftarved with cold, and pinched 
with hunger, came early one morning to a 

Bee-hive, begging the relief of charity, and of
fered to teach mufic in the family, on the hum
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee received 
her petitioner with a cold civility, and de.G.recl 
to be excufed. I bring up all my children, faid 
{he, to my own ufu::tl trade, that they may be 
able when they grow up, to get an honeft live
lihood by their indufiry. BeG.des, how do you 
think I could be fo imprudent as to teach them 
an ::trt, \vhich I fee has reduced its Profeifor to 
indigence and beggary? 

F.ABLE 
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F A B L E XXXIV. 

The Owl and the Eagle. 

AN Owl fate blinking in the trunk of a hollow 
tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of the 

fun. What is the ufe of its beams, faid ihe, but 

to dazzle ones eyes fo that one cannot fee a moufe? 

For my part, I am at a lofs to conceive for what 

purpofe fo glaring an obje& was created. We 

had certainly been much better without it. 0 
fool! replied an Eagle perched on a branch of 

the fame tree, to rail at excellence which thou 

canH: not tafi.e; and not to perceive that the fault 

is not in the fun, but in thyfelf. All, 'tis true, 

have not faculties to up.derfiand, or powers to 

enjoy the benefit of it; but mu:/1 the b1ifi,nejs and 

the pleajuTes of the world be obfiru&ed, that an 

Ovvl may catch mice? 

FABLE XXXV. 

The .fick Lion, the Fox, and the vVolf. 

A Lion, having furfeited himfelf wi th feafiing 
too luxurioufiy on the carcafe of a wild boar, 

was feized with a violent and dangerous diforder. 

The beafi.s of the forc:/1 flocked in great numbers 

to pay their refpe&s to him upon the occa:fion, 
and 
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and fcarce one was abfent except the Fox. The 
Wolf, an illnatured and malicious beafl:, feized 
this opportunity to accufe the Fox of pride, in
gratitude, and difaffeetion to his majefl:y. In the 
midfl: of his invec1ive, the Fox entered; who 
having heard part of the 'Volf's accufatipn, and 
obferving the Lion's countenance to be kindling 
into wrath, thus adroitly cxcufed himfelf, and 
retorted upon his accufer. 'Vith a tone of zeal
ous loyalty he addreffed the affembly thus: May 
the King live for ever! then turning to the Lion 
-I fee many here, who, with mere lip-fervice, 
have pretended to Ihew you their loyalty: but 
formypart, from the moment I heard ofyourma
jefl:y' s illnefs, negletling ufelefs compliments, I 
employed myfelfda y and night to enquire among 
the mofl: learned phyfi.cians, an infallable reme
dy for your difeafe, and have at length happily 
been informed of one. It is a plaifl-er m::~cle from 

part of the fkin of a Wolf, taken warm from his 
back, and laid to your majefl:y's fl:omach. This 
remedy W(lS no fooner propofed, than it was de
termined that the experiment Ihould be tried: 
~1nd whilfl: the operation ·was 1 erforming; the 
Fox, with a farc afl:ic fmile, vhiipered thi ufeful 
maxim in the WolCs ear-lf you would bejaje 
from harm yowjelj, learn for the future, not to me
ditate mjfchiif aa·ainfl other . 

H F BI.E 
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F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Blind Man and the Lame. 

'TIS from our wants and infirmities that al
n1.ofi all the conneCtions of fociety take 

their rife. 

A Blind Man, being flopped in a bad piece of 
road, meets with a Lame .Man, and intreats him 
to guide him through the difficulty he was got 
into . How can I do that, replied the Lame Man, 
fince I am fcarce able to drag myfelf along? but 
as you appear to be very firong, if you will carry 
me, we will feek our fortunes together. It will 
then be my interefi to warn you of any thing 
that may obfiruB. your way: your feet fhall be 
my feet, and my eyes yours. With all my heart, 
.t cturned the Blind Man; let us render each other 
our mutual fervices. S0 taking his la.mc com
panion on his back, they by means of their uni
on, travelled on with fafe ty and pleafu re . 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Lion, the Bear, the lvionkey, and the Fox. 

T HE Tyr:mt of the forefi i:ITued a proclama
tion, commanding all his fubjeB:s to repair 

immediately to his royal den. Among the refl:, 
the Bear made his appearance: but pretending 
to be offended with the fl:eams which iffued from 
the monarch's apartment, he was imprudent 
enough to hold his nrfe in his majefl:is prefence. 
This infolence was fo highly refented, that the 
Lion in a rage laid him dead at his feet. The 
Monkey, obferv.ing what had paffed, trembled 
for his carcafe; and attempted to conciliate fa
vour by the moil: abjeCt: flattery. He began ·with 
protefl:ing, that for his part, he thought the 
apartments were perfumed with Arabian fpices; 
and exclaiming againfl- the rudenefs of the Bear, 
admired the beauty of his majefiy's pa·ws, fo lzap
jJily formed, he faid, to correCt the infolence of 
clowns. Thi fulfome adulation, infl:ead of being 
received as he expeB:ed, proved no lefs offentive, 
than the rudenefs of the Bear: and the courtly 
Monkey was in like manner extended by the 
fide of Sir Bruin. And now his majefiy cafl: his 
eye upon the Fox. Well, Reynard, faid he: and 
what fcent do you difcover here? Great prince, 

H 2 rep1ied 
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replied the cautious Fox, my noje was never efreem~ 
ed my mofr dijtingujjhing Jenfe: and at prefent I 
would by no means venture to give my opinion, 
as I have unfortunately got a terrible cold. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Owl and the Nightingale. 

A Formal folemn Owl had many years made 
his habitation in a grove amongfl: the ruins 

of an old mona:R:ery, and had pored fo often on 
fome mouldy manufcripts, the frupid relicks of 
a monkifh library, that he grew infeB:ed with 
the pride and pedantry of the place; and mif
taking gravity for wifdom, would fit whole days 
with his eyes half fhut, fancying himfelf pro
foundly learned. It happened, as he fate one 
evening, half buried in n~editation, and half in 
ilcep, that a Nightingale, unl11ckily perching 
near bim, began her melodious lays. He ftarted 
from his uverie, and with a horrid fcreech inter
rupted her fong-Be gone, cried he, thou im
pertinent minfrrel, nor difrraB: with noify diffo
nance, my fublime contemplations; and know, 
vain fongfl:er, that harmony confifrs in truth 
alone, which is gained by laborious frudy; and 
not in languifhing notes, fit only to footh the 
ear of a love-fick maid. Conceited pedant! re-

turned 











M 0 D E R N FA B L E s. IOI 

turned the Nightingale, whofe wifdom lies only 
in the feathers that muffle up thy unmeaning 
face; mufic is a natural and rational entertain
ment, and though not adapted to the ear-s of an 
Owl, has ever been relifhed and admired by all 
who are poiTeifed of true tafl:e and elegance. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Caterpillar. 

A S a Caterpillar was advancing very flowly 
along one of the alleys of a beautiful gar

den, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who toff
ing up her head with a fcornful air, cried, prithee 
get out of the way, thou poor creeping animal, 
and do not prefume to obfl:rutl: the paths of thy 
fuperiors, by wriggling along the road, and be
fmearing the walks appropriated to their foot
:fieps. Poor creature! thou lookefi like a thing 
half made, which nature, not liking, threw by un
finifhed. I could almofi pity thee, methinks ; 
but it is beneath one of my quality to talk to 
fuch little mean creatures as thou art: and fo 
poor crawling wretch, adieu. 

The humble Caterpillar firuck dumb with this 
difdainfullanguage, retired, went to work, wound 
himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the appointed 

H 3 time 
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time came out a beautiful Butterfly. Juft as he 

was iiTuing forth, he obferved the fcornful Ant 

paffing by. Proud infecr, faid he, ftop a mo
ment, and liften to what I fhall fay. Let me 

advife you never to difpife any one for his condi

tion, as there are none fo mean, but they may 

one day change their fortune. You behold me 
now e:xalted in the air, whereas you muft creep as 

long as you live . 

• FA B L E XL. 

T!ze two Foxes. rr W 0 Foxes formed a fl:ratagem to enter a 
hen-rooft: which having fuccefsfully exe

cuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the 

chickens, they began to feed upon them with 

lin gular fatisfaetion. One of the Foxes, who 

was young and inconfiderate, was for devouring 

them all upon thefpot: the other, who was old and 

covetous, propofed to referve fome of them for 
another time. r.r. For experience, child, faid he, 

has made me wife, and I have feen many unex

peCted events fince I came into the world. Let 

us provide, therefore, againft what may happen, 

and not confume all our ftores at one meal." 

''-All this is wonderous wife, replied the young 

Fox; but for my part, I am refolved not to ftir 
till 
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till I have eaten as much as will ferve n1.e a whole 
week: for who would be mad enough to return 
hither? when it is certain the owner of thefe 
fowls will watch for us, and if he fhould catch 
us, would certainly put us to death." After this 
fhort difcourfe, each purfued his own fcheme: 
the young Fox eat till he burR: himfelf, and had 
fcarcely R:rength to reach his hole before he died. 
The old one, who thought it much better to de
ny his appetite for the prcfcnt, and lay up pro
vifion for the future, returned the next day, and 
was killed by the farmer. Thus every age has its 
peculiar vice: the young fuffer by their infatiable 
thirfi after pleafure; and the old, by their incor
rigible and inordinate avarice. 

FA B L E XLI. 

The conceited Owl. 

A Young Owl having accidentally feen him
felf in a cryfial fountain, conceived the 

higheR: opinion of his perfonal perfections. 'Tis 
time, faid he, that Hymen fhould give me chil
dren as beautiful as myfelf, to be the glory of 
the night, and the ornament of our groves. What 
pity would it be if the race of the mofi accom
plifhed of birds fhould be extinct for my want of 
~t mate! Happy the female who is defiined to 

H 4 fpend 
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fpend her life with me! Full of thefe felf-approv~ 

ing thoughts, he in treated the Crow to propofe 
a match between him and the royal daughter of 

the Eagle. D o you imagine, faid the Crow, that 

the noble Eagle, whofe pride it is to gaze on the 

brightefi of the heavenly luminaries, will confent 

to marry his daughter to you, who cannot fo 
much as open your eyes whilfi it is day-light? But 

the felf-conceited Owl was deaf to all that his 
friend could urg_c; who after much perfuafion, 

was at length prevailed upon to undertake the 

commiffion. His propofal was received in ~he 
manner that might be expeB.ed : the king of birds 

laughed him to fcorn. However, being a mon

arch of fame humour, he ordered him to ac
quaint the O wl, that if he would meet him the 
next morning at fun-rife in the middle of the lky, 

he would confent to give him his daughter in 

marriage. The prefumptuous Owl undertook to 

perform the condition; but being dazzled with 

the fun, and his head growing giddy, he fell from 

his height upon a rock; from whence being pur
fued by a flight of birds, he was glad at lafl: to 

make his efcape into the hollow of an old oak ; 

where he paffed the remainder of his days in 

that obfcurity, for which nature deugned him. 

F AB LE 
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F A B L E XLII. 

The Fox and the Cat. 

N 0 THIN G is more common than for men 
to condemn the very fame atlions in others, 

which they pratlife themfelves whenever occa
fion offers. 

A Fox and a Cat having made a party to tra
vel together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their 
journey by a va1:iety of philofophical converfa
tions. Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed Rey
nard, mercy is fure the noblefl:! What fay you, 
my fage friend, is it not fo? Undoubtedly, re
plied the Cat, with a mofl: demure countenance; 
nothing is more becoming, in a creature of any 
fenfibility, than a compaffionate difpofition. 
While they were thus moralizi1.2g, and mutually 
complimenting each other on the wifdom of their 
refpetiive refletlions; a Wolf darted out, from a 
wood, upon a flock of fheep which were feeding 
in an adjacent meadow; and without being in 
the leaf!: affetled by the moving lamentations of a 
poor lamb, devoured it bef<?re their eyes. Hor
rible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat; why does he not 
feed on vermin, infiead of making his barbarous 

meals 
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meals on fuch innocent cTeatuTes? Reynard agreed 
with his friend in the obfervation: to which he 
added feveral very pathetic remarks on the odiouf
nefs of a janguinaTy temjJer. Their indignation was 
riling in its warmth and zeal, when they arrived 
at a little cottage by the way-fide; where the 
tender-hearted Reynard immediately cafi his eye 
upon a fine cock that was firuting about in the 
yard. And now, adieu mOTalizing: he leaped 
over the pales, and without any fort of fcruple 
demolifhed his prjze in an infiant. In the mean 
while, a plump moufe which ran out of the fia
ble, totally put to flight our C at's philofophy, 
who fell to the repafl: without the leaH commife
ration. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The two Horfes. 

T W 0 Horfes were travelling the road toge
ther; one loaded \Vith a fack of flour, the 

other with a fum of money. The latter, proud of 
his fplendid burthen, toffed his head with an air 
of confcious fuperiority, and every now and 
then cafi a look of contempt upon his humble 
companion. In paffing through a wood, they 
were met by a gang of highwaymen, who im
mediately feized upon_the Horfe that was ca~ry-

mg 
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ing the treafure: but the fpirited freed, not be
ing altogether difpofed to frand fo quietly as 
was neceffary for their purpofe, they beat him 
mofr unmecifully; and after plundering him of 
his boafied load, left him to lament at his lei
fure the cruel bruifes he had received. Friend, 
faid his defpifed companion to him, who had 
now reafon to triumph in his turn, difiinguifhed 
pofis are often dangerous to thofe who poffefs 
them: if you had jerved a miller, as I do, you 
might have travelled the road unmolejted 

FA B L E XLIV. 

The Dove and the Ant. 

W E fhould be always ready to do good of
fices, even to the meanefi of our fellow 

creatures; as there is no one to whofe a:flifrance 
\·Ve may not, upon fome occafion or other, be 
greatly indebted. 

A Dove was upping from the banks of a rivu
let, when an Ant, who was at the fame time 
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the 
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obferving 
the helplefs infect fhuggling in vain to reach the 
fhore, was touched with compaffion; and pluck
ing a blade of grafs, dropped it into the fire am; by 

means 
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means of which the poor Ant, like a fhip-wreck
ed failor upon a plank, got fafe to land. She 
l1ad fcarcely arrived there, when fhe perceived a 
fowler jufi going to difch~rge his piece at her de
liverer: upon which fhe infrantly crept up his 
foot and frung him on the ankle. The fportfman 
fiarting, occafioned a ruiling among the boughs, 
,~hich alarmed the Dove, who immediately fprung 
up, and by that means efcaped the danger with 
which fhe was threatened. 

FABLE XLV. 

The Parrot. 

A Certain Widower, in order to amufe his fo
litary hours, and in fome meafure fupply 

the converfation of his departed helpmate of lo
quacious memory, determined to purchafe a Par
rot. With this view he applied to a deale.r in 
birds, who fhewed him a large colle8:ion of Par
rots of various kinds. Whilfi they were exer
cifing their talkative talents before him, one re
peating the cries of the town, another ailcing for 
a cup of fack, and a third bawling out for a coach, 
he obferved a green Parrot, perched in a thought
ful manner at a difiance upon the foot of a table: 
And fo you, my grave gentleman, faid he, are 
quite filent. To which ~he Parrot replied, like 

a 
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a philofophical bird, ~~I think the more." Pleafed 
with this fenfible anfwer, our Widower imme
diately paid down his price, and took home the 
bird; ·conceiving great things from a crea.ture, 
who had given fo R:riking a fpecimen of his -parts. 
But after having infrru&ed hin1. during a whole 
month, he found to his great difappointment, 
that he could get nothing more from him than 
the fatiguing repetition of the fame dull fentence, 
'' I think the more." I find, faid he in great 
wrath, that thou art a moft invincible fooJ: and. 
ten times more a fool was I, for having fGrmed 
favourabl~ opinion of thy abilities upon no 

netter foundation, than an qffected.foleqnnity. 

FABLE XLVI. 
The Cat and the Bal. 

A Cat having devoured her maHer's favourite 
bullfinch, over-heard him threatning to pnt 

her to death the moment he could find her. I a 
this difirefs fl1e preferred a prayer to Jupiter· 

owing, if he would deliyer her from her prefent 
danger, that never while fl1e lived vv·ould fl1e eat 
another bird. Not long afterwards a bat mofr 
invitingly flew into the room " ·here Puf was 
purring in the window. The quefiion was, ho1 · 
to aet upon fo temptino- an occ~fion? He r appe-

tite 
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tite preffed hard on one fide; and her vow threw 
fome fcruples in her way on the other. At length 
fhe hit upon a mofi convenient difiintlion to re
move all difficulties, by determining that as a 
bird indeed it was unlawful prize, but as a rno1ffe 
fhe might very confcientioufly eat it; and ac
cordingly without further debate fell to the repafi. 

Thus it is thp.t men are apt to irnprfe upon 
themfelves by vain and groundlefs difiinthons, 
when c07ifcience and principle are at variance with 
inteTejt and inclination. 

The two LizaTds. 

A S two · Lizards were ba:!king under a fou th 
wall, How contemptible, faid one of them, 

is our condition ! We exifi, 'tis true, but that is 
all; for we hold no fort of rank in the creation, 
and are utterly unnoticed by the world . Curfed 
obfcurity ! Why was I not rather born a fiag, to 
range at large, the pride and glory of fome royal 
forefi? It happened that in the midfi of thefe 
unjufi murmurs , a pack of hounds was heard in 
full cry after the very creature he was envying, 
who being quite fpent with the chace, was torn 
in pieces by the dogs in fight of our two Lizards. 

And 
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And is this the lordly fiag, whofe place in the 
creation you wi:fhed to hold? faid the wifer Li
zard to his complaining friend : Let his fad fate 
teach you to blefs providence for placing you in 
that humble fituation, which fecures you from the 
dangers of a more elevated mnk. 

F A B L E XL VIII. 
Jupiter's Lottery. 

J U P IT E R, in order to pleafe mankind, di
reCted Mercury to give notice that he had efta

blifhed a Lottery, in which there were no blanks~ 
and that, among:fl: a variety of other valuable 
chances, Wifdom was the highe:fl: prize. It was 
Jupiter's command, that in this Lottery, fome of 
the gods :fhould alfo become adventurers. The 
tickets being difpofed of, and the wheels placed, 
Mercury was employed to prefide at the draw
ing. It happened that the befi prize fell to lVIi
nerva: upon which a general n1.urmur ran thro' 
the affembly, and hints were thrown out, that 
Jupiter h ad ufed fome unfair praCtices to fecure 
this defirable lot to his daughter. Jupiter, that 
he might at once both punijh andfilence thefe im
pious clamours of the human race, prefented 
them with Folly in the place of H'ifdom; with 
which they ' ven t away perfe8.ly well contented: 

ancl 
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and from that time the greatefl Fools have always 

looked upon themfelves as the Wifefl Men. 

FABLE XLIX. 

The litigious Cats. rr w 0 cats having fl:olen fame cheefe, could 

not agree about dividing the prize. In or

der therefore to fettle the difpute, they confented 

to refer the matter to a Monkey. The propofed 

arbitrator very readily accepted the office, and 

producing a ballance, put a part into each fcale. 

''Let me fee-(faid he) ay-this lump outweighs 

the other:" :md immediately bit off a confider

able piece in order to reduce it he obferved, to 

an equilibrium. The oppofite fcale was now be

come the heaviefi; which afforded our confci

entious judge an additional reafon for a fecond 

mouthful. Hold, hold, faid the two Cats, who 

began to be alarmed for the event,-give us our 

refpechve ihares and we are fatisfied. If you are 

fatisfied, returned the Monkey, jujtice is not: a 

caufe of this intricate nature is by no means Jo 
Joondetermined. Upon which he continued to nib

ble firfl: one piece and then the other, till the poor 

Cats feeing their cheefe gradually diminifhing, 

j ntreated him to give himfelf no farther trouble, 

but deliver to them what remained. Nol fo fafi, 
I 
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I befeech ye friends 1 replied the Monkey; we 
owe jufiice to ourfelves as well as to you: what 
remains is due to me in right of my office. Up
on which, he crammed the whole into his mouth , 
and with great gravity difmiffed the court. 

FABLE L. 
The two Dogs. 

H A STY and inconfiderate connex.ions are 
generally attended with great difadvan

tages: and much of every man's good or ill for
tune depends upon the choice he makes of his 

friends. 

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a furly 1\llaf
tiff as he was travelling upon the high road. 
Tr::ty, although an entire !hanger to Tyger, very 
civily acco:fled him: And if it would be no in
terruption, he faid, he Ihould be glad to bear 
him company on his way. Tyger, who happened 
not to be altogether in fo growling a mood as 
ufual, accepted the propofal: and they very ami
cably purfued their journey together. In the 
mid:fl: of their converfation, they arrived at the 
next village; ·where Tyger began to difplay his 
malignant difpofition, by an unprovoked attack 

· upon every dog he met. The vill agers immedi-
I ~tely 

·. 
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ately fallied forth with great indignation to re

fcue their refpeClive favourites; and falling upon 

our tvvo friends, without difiin8:ion or mercy, 

poor Tray was mofi cruelly treated, for no other 

reafon, but his being found in bad comjJany. 

F A B L E LI. 

Death and Cupid. 

J UPITER fent forth Death and Cupid tO tra· 

vel round the world, giving each of them a 

bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at his 

back. It was ordered by the fupreme difpofer 

of all events, that the arrows of Love iliould only 

wound the young, in order to fupply the decays 

of mortal men ; and thofe of Death were to :!hike 

old age, and free the world of an ufelefs charge. 

Our travellers, being one day extremely fatigued 

with their journey, refted themfelves under the 

covert of a wood, and throwing down their ar

rows in a promifcuous manner before them, they 

both fell fall afleep. They had not repofed them

felves long before they were awakened by a fud

den noife; when haftily gathering up their arms, 

each in the confuiion took by mifiake fome of 

the darts that belonged lo the other. By this 

means, it frequently happened that Death van

quifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the old. 
Jupiter 
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Jupiter obferved the error, but did not think pro
per to redrefs it; forefeeing that fome good might 
arife from their unlucky exchange. And in fact, 
if men were wife, they would learn from this 
m.ifl:ake to be apprehenfive of death in their youth~ 
and to guard againft the amoTous pcif!ions in their 
old age. 

F A B L E LII. 

The Mock-bird. 

T HERE is a certain Bird in the Weft-Indies, 
which has the faculty of mimicking the 

notes of every other fongfter, without being able 
himfelf to add any original fl:rains to the concert. 
As one of thefe lVIock-birds was difplaying his 
talents of ridicule among the branches of a ve
nerable wood: 'Tis very ·well, faid :1 little \•Var
bler, fpeaking in the name of all the rcfi, we 
grant you that our mufic is not without its faults: 
but why will you not favour us with a ftr::~.in of 
your own? 

J 2 FABLE 
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F A B L E LIII 

The SpeElacles. 

H 0 W firangely all mankind differ in their 

opinions ! and how firongly each js at

tached to his own ! 

Jupiter, one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl 

of neB:ar, and in a merry humour, determined 

to make mankind a prefent. Momus was ap

pointed to convey it to them; who mounted on 

a rapid car, was prefently on earth. Come hi

ther, fays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter 

has opened for your benefit his all-gracious 

hands . 'Tis true, he made you fomewhat fhort

:fighted, but to remedy that inconvenience, be

hold, how he has favoured you! So faying, he 

unloofed his portmanteau; when an infinite 

number of SpeB:acles tumbled out, and were 

picked up by the crowd with all the eagernefs 

imaginable. There was enow for all, every man 

had his pair. But it was foon found that thefe 

SpeB:acles did not reprefent objeB:s to all man

kind alike: for one pair was jJurple, another blue; 

one was white, and another black: fome of the 

glaffes were 1·ecl, fome green, and fome yellow. In 

fhort, there were of all manner of colours, and 
every 
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every fhade of colour. However, notwithfiand

ing this diverfity, every man was charmed with 

his own, as believing it the befl:; and enjoyed 
in opinion, all the fatisfattion of truth. 
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FABLE I. 

The Recl-brea.fl and Sparrow. 

AS a Red-brea:ll was finging on a tree by the 
fide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched 
upon the thatch took occafion thus to re

primand him. And do:ll thou, faid he, with thy 
dull autumnal note prefume to emulate the Birds 

of Spring? Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie 
with the fprightly accent of the Thrufh and the 
Blackbird? with the various melody of the Lark 
or Nightingale? Whom other birds, far thy fupe
riors, have been long content to admire in filence. 
Judge with canclour at lea:ll, replied the Robin; 
nor impute thofe efforts to ambition folely, which 

may 
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may Jometimes flow from Love qf the Art. I reve

rence indeed, but by no means envy, the birds 

whofe fame has frood the tefi of ages. Their 

fongs have charmed both hill and dale; but their 

feafon is pafr, and their throats are filent. I feel 

not, however~ the ambition to furpafs or equal 

them: my efforts are of a much humbler nature; 

and I may furely hope for pardon, while I en

deavour to chear thofe forfaken valleys, by an 

at ternpt to imitate the )trains I love. 

F A B L E II. 

The two Bees. 

0 N a fine morning in May, two Bees fet for

ward in quefr of honey; the one wife and 

temperate, the other carelefs and extravagant. 

They foon arrived at a garden enriched with aro

nntic herbs; the mofr fragrant flowers, and the 

mofr delicious fruits. They regaled thernfelves 

for a time on the various dajn ties that were fpread 

before them : the one loading his thigh at inter

vals with provifions for the h ive againfr the 

difiant win ter; the o ther, revelling in fweets 

wi thout regard to any thing but his prefent gra

tification. At length they found a wide-mouthed 

phial, that hung beneath the bough of a peach-

ree, filled ·with honey ready tempered and ex
pofed 
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pofed to their tafl:e in the moil: alluring manner. 
The thoughtlefs EpicuTe, fpite of all his friend's 
remonfl:rances, plunged headlong into the veffel. 
refolving to indulge himlelf in all the pleafures 
of fenfuality. The Philqfopher, on the other hand, 
fipped a little with caution, but being fufpicious 
of danger, flew off to fruits and flowers; where 
by the Inoderation of his meals, he improved his 
relifh for the true enjoyment of them. In the 
evening, however, he called upon his friend, to 
enquire whether he would return to the hive; 
but found him furfeited in fweets, which he was 
as unable to leave, as to er~joy. Clogged in his 
wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his whole 
frame totally enervated, he was but jufl: able to 
bid his friend adieu, and to lament with his latefl: 
breath, that though a tafl:e of pleafure might 
quicken the reli{h of life, an unrefl:rained indul
rrence .is inevitable defl:ruB:ion. 

F A B L E III. 

The Diamond and the Glow-wonn. 

A Diamond happened to fall from the Jolitairt 
of a young lady, as fhe was \V;:tlking one 

evening on a terrace in 1.he garden. A Glow
worm who had beheld it fparkling in its defcent, 
foon ;:tS the gloom of night had eclipfed its lufhe, 

· began 
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began to mock and to infult it. Art thou that 
wonderous thing, that vaunteft of fuch prodigi
ous brightnefs? Where now is all thy boafte.d 
brilliancy? Alas, in evil hour has fortune thrown 
thee within the reach of my fuperior blaze. Con
ceited infect, replied the Gem, thou oweft thy 
feeble glimmer to the darknefs that furrounds 
thee: know, my luftre bears the teft of day, and 
even derives its chief advantage from that diftin
guifhing light, which difcovers thee to be no 
more tha.n a dark a:nd paltry Worm. 

F A B L E IV. 

The Oflrich and the Pelican. 

T HE Oftrich one day met the Pelican, and 
obferving her breaft all bloody, Good God! 

fays fhe to her, what is the matter? What acci
dent has befallen you? You certainly have been 
feized by fome favage beafl: of prey, and have 
with difficulty efcaped from his mercilefs claws. 
Do not be furprifed, friend, replied the Pelican: 
no fuch accident, nor indeed, any thing more 
than common, hath happened to me. I have 
only been engaged in my ordinary employment 
of tending my neft, of fe.eding my dear little 
ones, and nouriihing them with the vital blood 
from my bofom. Your anfwer, returned the Of-

trich, 
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trich, afionifhes me ·frill more than the horrid 

figure you make. What! is . this your praB:ice, 

to tear your own flefh, to fpill your own blood, 

and to facrifi.ce yourfelf in this cruel manner to 

the important cravings of your young ones? I 

know not which to pity mofi, your mifery, or 

your fol-ly. Be advifed by me; have fome re~ 

gard for yourfelf; and leave off this barbarous 

cufiom of mangling your own body: as for your 

children, commit them to the care of providence, 

and make yourfelf quite eafy about them. My 

example may be of ufe to you. I lay my eggs 

upon the ground, and jufi cover them lighdy 

over with fand: if they have the good luck to 

efcape being crufhed by the tread of man or beafi, 

the warmth of the fun broods upon, and hatches 

them; and in due time my young ones come 

forth: I leave them to be nurfed by nature, and 

fofiered by the elements; I give myfelf no trou

ble about them, and I neither know nor care 

what becomes of them. Unhappy wretch, fays 

the Pelican, who art hardened againfi thy off-

·:-·-· fpring, and through want of natural a:ffeCl:ion 

renderefi thy travail fruitlefs to thyfelf! who 

knowefi not the fweets of a parenes anxiety, 

the tender delight of a mother's fufferings! It i 

not I, but thou that art cruel to thy own fleil1. 

Thy infenfibility may exempt thee from a. tem-
porary 
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porary inconvenience, and an inconfiaerable 
pain; but at the fame time it makes thee inat
tentive to a mofl: neceffary duty, and incapable 
of relifhing the pleafure that attends it: a plea
fure, the mofl: exquifite that nature hath inclulged 
to us; in which pain itfelf is fwallowed up and 
lofl:, or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment. 

FABLE V. 
The Hounds in CoujJles. 

A Huntfman was leading forth his Hounds 
one morning to the chafe, and had linked 

feveral of the young Dogs in Couples, to pre
vent their following every fcent, and hunting 
diforderly, as their own inclinations and fancy 
fl1ould direc'l them. Among others, it was the 
fate of Jowler and Vixen to be thus yoked to
gether. J owler and Vixen were both young and 
unexperienced; but had forfome time been con
fl:ant companions, and feemed to have enter
tained a great fondnefs for each other; they ufed 
to be perpetually playing together, and in any 
~a.rrel that happened, always took one another's 
part; it might have been expec'led therefore, that 
it would not be difagreeable to them to be fl:ill 
more clofely united. However in fac'l it proved 
otherwife: they had not been long joined toge
/ ther 
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ther before both parties were obferved to exprefs 

uneafinefs at their prefent fitu:ttion. · Different 

inclinations and oppofite wills began to difcover 

and to exert themfelves: if one chofe to go thjs 

way, the other was as eager to take the contrary; 

if one was preffing forward, the other was fure 

to lag behind; Vixen pulled b ack J owler, and 

J owler dragged along Vixen, J owler growled at 

Vixen, and Vixen fnapped at Jowler: ti~l at la:ft 
it came to a downright quarrel between them· 

and J owler treated Vixen in a very rough and 

ungenerous manner, without any regard to the 

]nferiority of her flrength, or the tendernefs of 

her fex. As they were thus continually vexing 

and tormenting one another, an old Hound~ who 

had obferved all that pa{fed~ came up to them, 

and thus reproved them: ''What a couple of fi.lly 

Puppies you are~ to be perpetually worrying 

yourfelves at this rate! What hinders your go

ing on peaceably and quietly together? C annot 

you compromife the matter bet,·veen you, by 
each confulting the other's inclination a little! 

at leafl:, try to make a virtue of neceffity, and 

fubmit to what you cannot remedy: you cannot 

get rid of the chains; b ut you may make them 

fit eafy upon you. I am an old Dog, and let my 
age and exp rience inilruB: you : when I \\"as in 

the fame circumfiance with vou, I foon found, 
Llnt 
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that thwarting my companion, was only torment
ing myfelf; and my yoke-fellow happily came in
to the fame way of thinking. We endeavoured 
to join in the fame purfuits, and to follow one 
another's inclinations; and fo we jogged on to
gether, not only with eafe and quiet, but with 
comfort and pleafure. We found by experience, 
that mutual compliance not only compenfates for 
liberty, but is even attended with a fatisfaB:ion 
and delight, beyond what liberty itfelf can give." 

FA B L E VI. 

The Mijer and the Magpye. 

A S a Mifer fate at his defk, counting over his 
heaps of gold; a Magpye eloping from his 

cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away 
with it. The Mifer, who never failed lo count 
his money over a fecond time, immediately 
miffed the piece, and rifing up from his feat in 
the utmoft confiernation, obferved the felon 
hiding it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou, 
cried he, that worfi of Lhieves, who haft robbed 
me of my gold, without the plea of neceflity, 
and without regard to its proper ufe? But thy 
life fhall attone for fo prepoH:erous a villany. 
Soft words , good mafier, quoth the Magpy. 
Have I then injured you, in any other fenfe 

than 
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than you defraud the public? And am I not ufing 
your money in the fame manner you do your
felf? If I mufi lofe my life for hiding a fingle 
guinea, what do you, I pray, deferve, ,,vho fe
crete fo many thoufands ? 

F A B L E VII. 

The Senjitive Plant and the Thijtle. 

A Thifile happened to fpring up very near to 
a Senfitive Plant. The former obferving 

the extreme bafhfulnefs and delicacy of the lat
ter, addreffed her in the following manner. 
Why are you fo mode11: aud referved, my good 
neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at the 
approach of firangers? Why do you fhr.ink as if 
you were afraid, from the touch of every hand? 
Take example and advice from me: if I liked 
not their familiarity, I would nuke them keep 
their difiance, nor fhould any favtcy finger pro
voke me unrevenged. Our tempers and quali
ties, replied the other, are widely different. I 
luve neither the ability nor inclination to give 
offence: you it feems are by no means defiitute 
of either. 1\'Iy de!ire is to live peaceably in the 
fl:ation wherein I am placed; and though my 
humility may no vv and then caufe me a moment's 
u neafinefs, it tends on the whole to preferve my 

Y tranquility. 
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tranquility. The cafe is otherwife with you, 
whofe irritable temper, amd revengeful difpofi
tion, will probably one time or other be the caufe 
of your defhuCl:ion. While they were thus ar
guing the point, the gardiner came with his 
little fpaddle, in order to lighten the earth round 
the fiem of the Senfi.tive Plant; but perceiving 
the Thifile, he thrufi his infirument thro' the 
root of it, and direCtly coifed it out of his garden. 

F A B L E VIII. 

The Poet and the Death-watch. 

A S a Poet fate in his clofet, feafiing his ima
gination on the hopes of fame and immor

tality; he was fiartled on a fudden with the 
ominous found of a Death-watch. However, 
immediately recollecting himfelf-Vain infeCt, 
faid he, ceafe thy impertinent forebodings, fuf
fic ient indeed to frighten the weaknefs of women 
or of children: but far beneath the notice of a 
Poet and a Philofopher. As for me, v,·hatever 
accident may threaten my life; my fame, fpite 
of thy prognofiics, fhalllive to future ages. May 
be fo, replied the infeCt, I find at lea:fl:, thou 
had'fi rather li:fl:en to the Moggot in thy head, 
than to the Worm beneath thy table; but know, 

that 
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that the fuggef!:ions of vanity are altogether as 
deceitful as thofe of fuperf!:ition. . 

F A B L E IX. 

Pythagoras and the CTitic. 

P YTHA G 0 RA S was one day very ear
nef!:ly engaged in taking an exaa meafure 

of the length of the_ olympic courfe. One of 
thofe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing, 
and are ready to interpofe with their opinion 
upon all fubjetls, happened to be prefent; and 
could not help frniling to himfelf to fee the Phi~ 
lofopher fo employed, and to obferve what great 
attention and pains he beftowed upon fuch a bu
fint{s. And pray, fays he, accof!:ing Pythago
ras, may I prefun1e to afk, with what defign 
you have given yourfelf this trouble? Of that, 
replied the Philofopher; I il1all very readily in
form you. \J\1 e are affured, tlut Hercules ·when 
he inf!:ituted the olympic games, himfelf laid 
out this courfe by meafure, and determined it 
to the length of fix hundred feet, meafuring it 
by the ftandard of his own foot. Now by taking 
an exaa meafure of this fpace, and feeing how 
much it exceeds the meafure of the fame number 
of feet now in ufe, we can find how much the 
foot of Hercules , and in proportion his whole 

K 2 ftature, 
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fiature, exceeded that of the prefent generation. 
A very curious fpeculation truly, fays the Cri
tic, and of great ufe and importance, no doubt! 
And fo you will demonfirate to us, that the bulk 
of this fabulous hero was equal to his extrava
gant enterprifes and his marvellous exploits. And 
pray Sir, what may be the refult of your enquiry 
at lafi? I fuppofe, you can now tell me exactly 
to a hair's breadth, how tall Hercules was. The 
refult of my enquiry, replied the Philofopher, 
is this; and it _js d. conclufion of greater ufe and 
importance, than you feem to expect from it; 
that if you will always efiimate the labours of 
the philofopher, the defigns of the patriot, and 
the actions of the hero, by the fiandard of your 
own narrow conceptions, you will ever be greatly 
mifl:aken in y our judgment concerning them. 

FABLE X. 

The Bear. 

A Bear who was bred in the favage defar ts of 
Siberia, had an inclination to fee the world. 

He travelled from forefi to forefi, and from one 
k ingdom to ano ther, making many profound 
obfervations in his way. Among the refi of his 
excurtions , he came by accident into a farmer's 
yard, where he faw a number of poultry fiand-

mg 
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ing to drink by the lide of a pool. Obferving 
that after every fip they turned up their heads 
toward the fky, he could not forbear enquiring 
the reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony. They told 
him, that it was by way of returning thanks to 
heaven for the benefits they received i· and was 
indeed an ancient and religious cu:ftom, which 
they could not, with a fafe confcience, or with
out impiety~ omit. Here the Bear burft into a 
fit of laugh~er, at once mimicking their ge:ftures, 
and ridiculing their fuperftition, in the moil: 
contemptuous manner. On this, the Cock, 
with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs of his cha
raB:er, addreffed him in the following words. 
As you are a ftranger, Sir, you perhaps may be 
excufed the indecency of this behaviour; yet 
give me leave to tell you, that none but a Bear 
would ridicule any religious ceremonies whatfo
ever, in the prefence of thofe who believe t:hem 
of importance. 

FABLE XI. 

The StoTk and the Crow. 

A Stork and a Crow had once a ftrong conten
tion, which of them :ftood higheft in the 

favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his fkill 
in omens. his infallibility in prophecies and 

K 3 his 
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his great ufe to the priefl:s of that deity in all 

their facri .fices and religious ceremonies. The 

Stork urged only his blamelefs life, the care he 

- took to preferve his off.5pring, and the affifl:ance 

he lent his parents under the infirmities of age. 

It h::tppened, as it generally does in religious 

difputes, that neither of them could confute the 

other; fo they both agreed to refer the decifion 

to Jupiter himfelf. On th eir joint application, 

the god determined thus between them. Let 

none of my creatures defpair of my regard: I 

know their weaknefs; I pity their errors; and 

whatever is well meant, I accept as' it was in

tended. Yet facrifices or ceremonies are in thern-

jelves of no importance, and every attempt to 

penetrate the' counfels of the gods, is altogether 

as vain as it is prefumptuous: but he who pays 

to Jupiter a jufl: honour and reverence, \vho leads 

the moil temperate life, and \vho does the moLt 

good in proportion to his abili ties ; as he b efl: 

anfwers the end of his creation, will a:IIurcdly 

.fl:and highefl: in the favour of his creator. , 

}'ABLE 
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FA B L E XII. 

Echo and the Owl. rr HE vain hear the flatteries of their own inn
gination, and fancy them to be the voice 

of fame. 

A folemn Owl puffed up with vanity, fate re
peating her jc?'eams at midnight, from the hollow 
of a bla:fled oak. And whence, cryed fhe, pro
ceeds this awful filence, unlefs it be to favour my 
fuperior melody? Surely the groves are hufht 
in expetlation of my voice, and when I ling, all 
nature lifl:ens. An Echo refounding from an 
adjacent rock, replied immediately, ""all nature 
lifl:ens." The nightingale, refumed fhe, has 
'Lifurped the fovereignty by night: her note indeed 
is mufical, but mine is fweeter far. The voice 
confirming her opinion, replied again, ~~is 

fv,reeter far." Why then am I diffident, con
tinued fhe, why do I fear to join the tuneful 
choir? The Echo frill flattering her vanity re
peated, ~~join the tuneful choir. "Roufed by this 
empty phantom of encouragement, fhe on the 
morrow mingled her hootings with the harmony 
of the groves. But the tuneful fongfiers, dif
gu:fled with her noife, and affronted by her im-

K 4 pudence, 
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pudence, u nanimouily drove her from their fo
ciety, and fl:ill continue to purfue her where
ever fhe appears. 

F A B L E XIII. 

Prometheus. 

P R 0 ME THEUS formed man of the fineft 
clay, and animated his work with fire fiolen 

from heaven. He endowed him vith all the fa
culties that are to be found amongfl: the animal 
creation : he gave hirn the courage of the lion, 
the fubtlety of the fox, the providence of the 
ant, and the indufl:ry of the bee; and he enabled 
him, by the fuperiority of his underfl:anding, to 
fubdue them all, and to make them fubfervient 
to his ufe and pleafure. He difcovered to him 
the metals hidden in the bowels of the earth, 
and £hewed him their feveral ufes . He infl:ruCl:ed 
him in every thing that might tend to cultivate 
and civilize human life: he taught him to till 
the ground, and to improve the fertility of na
ture; to build houfes, to cover himfelf with 
garments, and to defend himfelf againfl: the in
clemencies of the air and the feafons ; to com
pound medicines of falutary herbs, to heal 
wounds, and to cure difeafes; to confl:ruc.9: !hips, 
to crofs the feas, and to communicate to every 

country 
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country the riches of all. In a word, he indued 
him with fenfe . and metnory, with fagacity and 
invention, with art and fcience: and to crown 
all, he gave him an infight into futurity. But, 
alas! this latter gift, infiead of improving, '"'holly 
defiroyed the proper effeCl of all the former. 
Furnifhed with all the means and infl:ruments of 
happinefs, man neverthelefs was miferable; 
through the knowledge and dread of future evil, 
he was incapable of enjoying prefent good. Pro
metheus faw, and immediately refolved to re
medy this inconvenience: he effeClually refl:ored 
man to a capacity of happinefs, by depriving 
him of p1·ejcience, and giving him hojJe in its fl:ead. 

FABLE XIV. 
lviomus. 

'TIS faid that Mom us was perpetually blam-
jng and ridiculing whatever he faw. Even 

the \\·orks of the gods themfelves could not efcapc 
his univerfal cenfure. The eyes of the bull, he 
faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, that they could 
not direCl his horns in pufhing at his eneinies. 
The houfes which Minerva had infl:rucrecl men 
to build, were contrived fo very injudicioufly, 
that they could not be removed fron1 a bad neigh
bourhood nor from any other inconvenience. 

In 
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In Ihort, the frame of man himfelf was in his 
opinion extremely defective; having no window 
in his bofom, that might demonfl:rate his fince
rity, or betray his wicked purpofes and prevent 
their execution. Thefe and many other faults 
·were found in the productions of nature ; but 
when he furveyed the works of art, there was 
no end of his altercation. Jupiter, being re
folved to try how far his malice would proceed, 
fent his daughter Venus to defire that he would 
give his opinion of her beauty. She appeared 
accordingly before the churlifh god, trembling 
at the apprehenfion of his known fe .. -erity. He 
examined her proportions with all the rigour or 
an envious critic. But h~r fhape and complexion 
were fo £hiking, and her fn1iles and graces fo 
very engaging, that he found it impoffible to 
give the leafr colour to any objeB.ion he could 
m:1ke. Yet, to :fhew how hard malevolence will 
fl:ruggle for a cavil; as fhe was retiring from his 
prefence, he begged fhe would acquaint her fa
ther, ~hat whatever graces might be in her mo.
tion, yet-her JlijJjJers weu too noify. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E XV. 

The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 

A Butterfly proudly perched on the gawdy 

leaves of a French mary gold, was boafl:ing 

the vafl: extent and variety of his travels. I have 

ranged, faid he, over the graceful and majeH:ic 

fcenes of* Hagley, and have feafl:ed my eyes with 

elegance and variety at t The Lecifowes . I have 

wandered through regions of Eglantine and Ho 

ney-fuckle, I have revelled in kiifes on beds of 

Violets and cowflips, and have enjoyed the de

licious fragrance of Rofes and Carnations. In 

fl1ort, my fancy 1.: nbounded, and my flights un

reO:rained I have vifited with perfetl: freedom. 

all the flo,\·ers of the field or garden, and mufi: 

be allmved to k11ow the world, in a fuperlative 

degree. 

A Snail ,rho hung attentive to his wonders 

on a cab bage-l af, was .!huck with admiration; 

and c ncluded him, from. all this experience, to 

be the wifefi: of animal creation . 

It lupp ned tlnt a Bee purfued her occupation 

on a neio·hbouring b d of marjoram, and having 
heard 

*- Lord Lyttelton's. t kir. Shcnflonc's. 
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heard our oftentatiou_s vagrant, reprimanded 
him in this manner. Vain, einpty flutterer, 
faid ihe, whom inftruCl:ion cannot improve, nor 
experience itfelf enlighten! Thou haft rambled 
over the world; wherein does thy knowledge 
of it conilft? Thou haft feen variety of objeB:s; 
what conclufions haft thou drawn from them,? 
Thou haft tafied of every amufement; haft thou 
extraB:ed any thing fonife? I too am a traveller: 
go and look into my hive; and let my treafures 
intimate to thee, that the end of travelling is, to 
colleB: materials either for the ufe and emolu
ment of private life, or for the 41.dvantage of the 
community. 

FABLE XVI. 
The Tubenfe and the Sun~flower. 

A Tuberofe in a bow-window on the north
fide of a ftately villa, addreffed a Sun-flower 

which grew o.n a flope, that was contiguous to 
the houfe. Pray, fays he, neighbour Turnjole, 
to what purpofe do you pay all this devo.tion ta 
that fi.B:itious deity of yours, the Sun? Why 
are you continually diftorting your body, and 
cafiing up your eyes to that glaring luminary? 
What fuperfl:ition induces you to think, that we 
Bowers exifl: only through his influence? Both 

you 
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you and I are furely indebted to the hot-bed, and 
to the diligence of the gardiner, for our produc
tion and fupport. For my part, I fhall referve 
my homage, together with my fweets, for that 
benevolent mafier who is continually watering 
and refrefhing me : nor do I defire ever to fee 
the face of that Sun you fo vainly idolize, while 
I can enjoy the cqol £hade of this magnificent fa
loon. Truce with thy blafphemies, replied the 
Sun-flower: why dofi thou revile that glorious 
being, who difpenfes life and vigour, not only 
to us, but to every part of the creation? With
out this, alas ~ how ineffectual were the fkill and 
vigilance of thy boafi.ed mafier, either to fup
port thy tender frame, or even to preferve his 
own! But this mufi ever be the cafe with fuch 
contracted underfi.andings : fufEcient, indeed, to 
point out our more immediate benefactors, with
out regarding the original fource, from ,.vhich 
all beneficence proceeds. 

F A B L E XVII. 

The MagjJye and the Raven. 

T HERE was a certain l\1agpye, more bufy 
and more loquacious than any of his tribe. 

Hi tongue was in perpetuJ.l motion, :md him
felf continually upon the " ·ing; fluttering frorn 

pbce 
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Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I fhall be at all 
times glad to receive you in my old-fafhioned 
way; but J'OU and I {hould certainly prove mofi 
unfuitable companions . Your whole ambition 
is to fhine in company, and to ~·ecommend your
felf to the world by univerfal complaifance; 
whereas my greatefi happinefs confifis in eafe and 
privacy, and the feletl converfation of a few 
whom I efieem. I prefer a good heart to the 
mofi voluble tongue; and- tho' much obliged 
to you for the politenefs of yourprofeffions , yet 
I fee your benevolence divided among fo nume

?·ow an acquaintance, that a very flender fhare of 
it can remain for thofe you are pleafed to ho
n_our with the n ame of j r iend. 

F A B L E XVIII. 

T '!te Diamond and tlze Loadjtone . 

A Diamond of great beauty and lufire, obferv
ing, no t only many other gems of a lower 

clafs ranged together with h im in the fame ca

b inet, but a Loadilone likev,:ife placed not far 
from h im; began to quefiion the latter how he 
came th ere; and what pretenfions he lnd to be 
ranked among the .precious fl:ones : he, who ' ap
peared to be n o better than a mere flin t; a forr ,-, 
coar re ruHy-lookin g pebble ; wi thout any the 

leafl: 
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leaf!: fhining quality to advance him to fuch an 
honour: and concluded with defiring him to 
keep his difiance, and pay a proper refpeCl: to 
his fuperiors. I find, faid the Loadfione, you 
judge by external appearances ; and it is your 
interefi, that others fhould form their judgment 
by the fame rule. I mull own I have nothing to 
boail of in that ref peel:; but I may venture to 
fay, that I make amends for my outward defeCl:s, 
by my inward qualities. The great improvement 
of navigation in thefe latter ages is in tirel y owing 
to me. It is owing to me, that the difl:ant parts 
of the world are known and acceffible to each 
other; that the remoteil nations are conneCled 
together, and all in a manner united into one 
common fociety; that by a mutual intercourfe 
they relieve one another's wants, and all enjoy 
the feveral bleffings peculiar to each. Great 
Britain is indebted to me for her wealth, her 
fplendour, and her pov,·er ; and the arts and fci
ences are in a great meafure obliged to me for 
their late improvements, and their continual in
creafe . I am willing to allow you your due 
praife in iLs full extent; you are a very pretty 
b awble; I am mightily delighted to fee you 
glitter and fparkle; I look upon you \Vith plea
fure and furprife: but I mull be convinced that 
you are of fome fort of ufe, before I acknow-

ledge 
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ledge that you have any real merit, or treat you 
with that refpect which you feem to demand. 

:FA B L E XIX. 

The Boy and the Nettle. 

A Little Boy playing in the fields, chanced to 
be fl:ung by a Nettle, and came crying to 

his father: he told him, he had been hurt by 
that nafl:y weed feveral times before; that he was 
always afraid of it: and that now he did but 
jufl: touch it, as lightly as poffible, when he 
was fo feverely fl:ung. Child, faid he, your 
touching it fo gently and timoroufiy is the very 
reafon of its hurting you. A Nettle may be 
handled fafely, if you do it with courage and 
refolution: if you feize it boldly, and gripe it 
fail, be affured it will never fl:ing you; and you 
will meet with many forts of perfons, as well as 
things in the world, which ought to be treated 
in the very fame manner. 

FA B L E XX. 

The JVI.onjteT in the Sun. 

AN Afl:ronomer was obferving the Sun thro' 
a Telefcope, in order to take an exact draught 

of the feveral fpots, which appear upon the face 
L r 
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of it. vVhile he was intent upon his obferva

tions, he was o.q. a fudden furprifed with a new 

and afi:onifhing appearance ; a large portion of 

the furface of the Sun was at once covered by a 

l\1onfi:er of enormous Gze, and horrible form; it 

had an immenfe pair of wings, a great number 

of legs, and a long and vafi probofcis; and that 

it was alive, was ve~y apparent, from its quick 

and violent motions, which the obferver could, 

fron1 time to time, plainly perceive. Being fur€ 

of the faB:, (for how could he be mifiaken in 

what he fa.w fo clearly?) our Phjlofopher began 

to draw many furprifing conclufions from pre

mi(es fo well efiabliD1ed. He calculated the mag

nitude of this extraordinary animal; and found 

that he covered about two fquare degrees of the 

Sun's furface; that placed upon the earth he 

would fpread over half one hemefphere of it; and 

thiit he was fev~n or eight times as big as the 

moon. But what was mofi afionifhing, was the 

prodigious heat that he mufi endure: it was 

plain that he was fomething of the nature of the 

falamander, but of a far more fiery temperament; 

for it was demolhable from the clearefi princi

ples, that in his prefent fituation he mufi have 

acquired a degree of heat two thoufand times ex

·ceeding that of red-hot iron. It was a Problem 

worth confidering, whether he fubfified upon 
the 
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the grofs vapours of the Sun, arid fo from time 
to time cleared away thofe fpots which they are 
perpetually forming, and which would otherwife 
wholly obfcure and incrufiate its face; or whether 
it might not feed on the folid fubfl:ance of the 
orb itfelf, which by this means, together with 
the confl:ant expence of light, mufl: foon be ex
haufl:ed and confumed; or whether he was not 
now and then fupplied by the falling of fome 
eccentric Comet into the Sun. However this 
mi'ght be, he found by computation, that the 
earth would be but lliort allowance for him for 
a few months: and fanher, it was no improba
ble conjeB:ure, that as the earth was defl:ined to 
be defiroyed by fire, this fiery flying l\ilonfier 
would remove hither at the appointed time, and 
might much more eafi.ly and conveniently effeB: 
a conflagration, than any other Comet, hither
to provided for that fervice. In the earnefi pur
fuit of thefe, and many the like deep and cu
rious fpeculations, the Afl:ronomer was engaged, 
and was preparing to communicate them. to the 
public. In the mean time, the difcovery began 
to be much talked of; all the virtuofi gathered to
gether to fee fo :fhange a fight. They were equally 
convinced of the accuracy of the obfervation, and 
of the conclufi.ons fo clearly deduced from it. At 
lafi, one, more cautious than the ref!:, was re-

L ~ folved 
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folved-, before he gave a full affent to the report 
of his fenfes, to examine the whole procefs of 
the affair, and all the parts of the inihument: 
he opened the Telefcope, and ·behold! a fmall 
Fly was inclofed in it, which having fettled on 
the center of the objeB:-glafs, had given occa
fion to all this marvellous Theory. 

How often do men, thro' prejudice and paf
fion, thro' envy and malice, fix upon the bright
e:fl and moil: exalted charaCters, the groffe:fl and 
moil: improbable imputations. It behoves us 
upon fuch occafions to be upon our guard, and 
to fufpend our judgments; the fault perhaps 
is not in the objell, but in the mind of the ob
ferver. 

FA B L E XXI. 

The difcontented Bee . 

A Bee complained to Jupiter, of the numerous 
evils to which her condition was expofed. 

Her body, fhe faid, was weak and feeble, yet 
was fhe condemned to get her living by perpe
tual toil; fhe was benumbed by the cold of win
ter, and relaxed by the heat of fummer. Her 
haunts were infe:fled with poifonous weeds , and 
her flights obfiruCled by fiorms and tempe:fls. In 

-fhort , 
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fhort, what with dangers from without, and dif
eafes from within, her life was rendered one con
tinual fcene of anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold 
now, faid Jupiter, the fwwardnefs and folly of 
this unthankful race! The flowers of the field I 
have fpread before them as a feaR:, and have en~ 
deavoured to regale them with an endlefs variety. 
They now revel on odoriferous heds of thyme 
and lavender, and now on the frill more frag
rant banks of violets and rofes. The bufinefs they 
complain of, is the extraCtion of honey; and, to 

alleviate their toil, I have allowed them wings, 
which readily tranfport them from one banquet 
to another. Storms, tempefl:s, and noxious 
weeds, I have given them fagacity to fhun; and 
if ever they are mifled, ' tis thro' the preverfenefs 
of their inclinations. But thus it is with Bees, 
and thus with Men: they mifconftrue the bene
volence of my defi.gns, and then complain that 
my decrees are rigid: they ungratefully overlook 
all the advantages, and magnify all the incon
veniences of their R:ation. But let my creatures 
purfue their happinefs, thro' the paths marked 
out by nature; and they will then feel no pains, 
which they have not pleafures to compenfate. 

FABLE 
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FABLE XXII. 

The Snipe Shooter. 

A s a fportfman ranged the fields with his gun, 
attended by an experienced old Spaniel, he 

happened to fpring a Snipe; and almofi at the 
fame in:fl:ant, a covey of Partridges. Surprifed 
at the accident, and divided in his aim, he let 
fly too jndeterminately, and by this means miffed 
them both. Ah, my good Ma:fl:er, faid the Spa
niel, you fhould never have two aims at once. 
Had you not been dazzled and feduced by the 
extravagant hope of Partridge, you would moil 
probably have fecured your Snipe. 

F A B L E XXIII. 

The Beggar and his Dog. 

A Beggar and his Dog fate at the gate of a 
noble Courtier and were preparing to make 

a meal on a bowl of fragments from the Kitchen
maid. A poor Dependant of his Lord:lliip's, who 
had been fharing the fingular favour of a dinner 
at the :fl:eward's table, was :fl:ruck with their ap
pearance, and flopped a little to obferve them. 
The Beggar, hungry and voracious as any Cour
tier in Chrifiendom, fei zed with greedinefs the 

choiceR: 
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this the hour of my departure, to fpread thy 
pefl:ilential influence, and taint the beauties of 
the creation. Enjoy for a Ihort fpace the notable 
triumphs of thy malignity. I Ihall return again 
with the morning, repair thy mifchiefs, and put 
an end to thy exifl:ence. May the Slanderer in 
thy fate difcern his own, and be warned to dread 
the return of the Truth. 

FABLE XXV. 

Love and Folly. 

I N the mofl: early fl:ate of things, and among 
the eldefl: of beings, exifl:ed that God, as the 

poets entitle him, or rather that Dtemon, as Plato 
calls him, whofe name is Love. He was affifl:
ing to the father of the Gods in reducing Chaos 
into order, in efl:abliihing the harmony of the uni
verfe, and in regulating and putting in execution 
the laws, by which the operations of nature are 
performed, and the frame of the world fubfifl:s. 
Univerfal good feemed to be his only fl:udy, a,nd 
he was the fupreme delight both of Gods and 
men. But in procefs of time, among othet dif
orders that arofe in the univerfe, it appeared, 
that Love began to deviate very oflen from what 
had feemed, till now, to be his chief purfuit: he 
would raife frequent difl:urbances and confufion 

lil 
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in the courfe of nature; though it was always 
under the pretence of maintaining order and 
agreement. It feems he had entered into a very 
intimate acquaintance with a perfon, who had 
but lately made her appearance in the world. 
This perfon was Folly, the daughter of Pride 
and Ignorance. They were often together, and, 
as often as they were, fame mifchief was fure to 
be the confequence. By degrees he introduced 
her into the heavens; where it was their great 
joy by various artifices to lead the Gods into 
fuch meafures, as involved them in many incon
veniences, and expofed them to much ridicule. 
They deluded them all in their turns, except 
Minerva, the only divinity that efcaped their 
wiles. Even Jupiter himfelf was induced by 
them to take fame R:eps not at all fuitable to the 
dignity of his character. Folly had gotten the 
intire afcendant over her companion; however, 
fhe was refolved to make R:ill more fure of him, 
and engrofs him wholly to herfelf: with this de
fign ihe infufed a certain intoxicating juice into 
his nectar, the effects of which were fo powerful, 
that in the end it utterly deprived him of his 
fight. Love was too much prejudiced in her fa
vour, to h apprehend her to be the caufe of his 
misfortune ; nor indeed did he feem to be in the 
]eafi fenfible of his condition. But his mother 

Venus 
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Venus foon found it out: and in the excefs of 
her grief and rage carried her complaint to J u
piter, conjuring him to punifh the forcerefs, who 
had blinded her fon. Jupiter, willing to clear 
the heavens of fuch troublefome company, called 
both parties before him, and inquired into their 
conduCt:. after a full hearing, he determined1 

that Folly fhould make fome fort of reparation 
for the injury done to Love: and being refolved 
to punifh both for the many irregularities which 
they had lately introduced, he condemned Love 
to ';.vander about the earth, and ordered Folly 
to he his guide. 

FA B L E XXVI. 
The Eclipfe. 

0 N E day when the Moon was under an 
Eclipfe, f.he complained thus to the Sun of 

the difcontinuance of his favours. My dearefr 
friend, faid fhe, why do you not fhine upon me 
as you ufed to do? Do I not fhine upon thee? 
faid the Sun; I am very fure that I intend it. 0 
no, replies the Moon, but I now perceive the 
reafon. I fee that dirty planet, the Earth, is 
got between us. 

The 
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The good influences of the great world would 

perhaps be more diffufive, were it not for their 

mifchievous dependants, who are fo frequently 

fuffered to interpofe. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Boy and the Butterfly. 

A Boy, greatly fmitten with the colours of a. 

Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flower 

with indefatigable pains. Firfi he aimed to fur

prife it among the leaves of a rofe; then to co

ver it with his hat, as it was feeding on a daify; 

now hoped to fecure it, as it reH:ed on a fprig of 

myrtle ; and now grew fure of his prize, per

ceiving it loiter on a bed of violets. But the 

fickle Fly, continually changing one blo£fom 

for another fl:ill eluded his attempts. At length, 

obferving it half buried in the cup of a tulip, he 

ru!hed forward, and fnatching it with violence, 

cru:fhed it all to pieces. The dying infeet, feeing 

the poor Boy fomewhat chagrined at his difap

pointment, addre£fed him with all the calmnefs 

of a fl:oic, in the following manner.-Behold, 

now the end of thy unprofitable follicitude! and 

learn for the benefit of thy future life, that all 

pleafure is but a painted Butterfly: which, al

though it may ferve to amufe thee in the pur-
fuit, 
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fuit, if embraced with too much ardour, will 

, perifh in thy grafp. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 

The Toad and EphenuTOn. 

A s fome workmen were digging marble in <t 

mountain of Scythia, they difcerned a Toad 
of an enormous fize in the lTJ.idfi of a folid rock. 
They were very much furprifed at fo uncommon 
an appearance, and the more they confidered the 
circumfhnces of it, the more their wonder in
creafed. It was hard to conceive by what means 
this creature had preferved life and received 
nourifhment in fo narrow a prifon; and fiill 
more difficult to account for bis birth and ex
ifience in a place fo totally inacceffible to all of 
his fpecies. They could conclude no other, 
than that he was formed together with the rock 
in ·which he had been bred, and was coeval with 
the mountain itfelf. While they were purfuing 
thefe [peculations, the Toad fate [welling and 
bloating, till he was ready to buril ·with pride 
and [elf-importance; to which at lafi he thus gave 
vent :-Yes, fays he, you behold in me a fpeci
men of the Antediluvian race of animals. I was 
begotten before the flood; and who is there 
among the prefent upfiart race of mortals, that 

fhall 

' . 
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lhall dare to contend with me in nobility of birth, 
or dignity of charaCter? An Ephemeron, fprung 
that morning from the river Hypanis, as he was 
flying about from place to place, chanced to be 
prefent, and obferved all that paffed with great 
attention and curiouty. Vain boafier, fays he, 
;what foundation hall thou fot pride, either in 
thy defcent, merely becaufc it is ancient, or thy 
life, becaufe it hath been long? What good quali
ties hall thou received froni. thy anceil:ors? Infig
nificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others 
thou art a1mofi as infenfible as the block in which 
thou wail bred. Even I, that had my birth only 
.from the fcum of the neighbouring river, at the 
rifing of this day's fun, and who fhaU ·die at its 
fetting, have more reafon to applaud my condi
tion, than thou ha:fi: to be proud of thine. I have 
.enjoyed the warmth ·of the fun the light of the 
.day, and the purity of the air: I have flown from 
fiream to frream, from tree to tree, and from. the 
p-lain to the mountain: I have provided forpof
terity, and fl1all leave behind me a numerous 
offspring to people the next age of to-morrow: 
in fhort, I have fulfilled all the ends of my be
ing and I have been happy. l\fy whole life, 
'tis true, is but of twelve hours: but even one 
hour of it is to be preferred to a thoufand year_ 

f 
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of mere exifl:ence: which have been fpent, like 
thine, in floth, ignorance, and fl:upidity. 

FABLE XXIX. 
The Peacock . rr HE Peacock, who at firfi was difl:inguifhed 

only by a crefl: of feathers, preferred a peti
tion to Juno, that he might be honoured alfo 
with a train. As the bird was a particular favour
ite, Juno readily enough aiTented ; and his train 
was ordered to furpafs that of every fowl in the 
creation. The Minion, confcious of his fuperb 
appearance, thought it requifite to aiTume a pro
portionable dignity of gait and manners. The 
common poultry of the farm-yard were quite 
afl:onifhed at his magnificence ; and even the 
pheafants themfelves, beheld him with an eye 
of envy.-But when he attempted to fly, he per
ceived hirnfelf to have facrificed all his activity to 
qflentation; and that he was encumbered by the 
pomp in which he placed his glory. 

FABLE 







r 



1~)/ U~r / /;/; -1/Y't' 

j <r Itt! 1Jr /~it<' . 







0 R I G IN A L FA B L E S. 159 

FABLE XXX. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

A S a. Fly was crawling leifurely up one of the 
columns of St. Paul's Cupola, fhe often 

flopped, furveyed, examined, and at laft broke 
forth into the following exclamation. Strange! 
that any one who pretended to be an artiil, lli.ould 
ever leave fo fuperb a fl:ruB:ure, with fo many 
roughneffes unpolifhed! Ah, my friend! faid a 
very learned architect, who hung in his web under 
one of the capitals, you fhould never decide of 
.-things beyond the extent of your capacity. This 
lofty building was not ereCted for fuch diminu
tive animals as you or I ; but for a certain fort 
of creatures, who are at leaH: ten thoufand times 
as large : to th.eir eyes, it is very poffible, thefe 
columns may feem as fmooth, as to you appear 
the wings of your favourite Mifl:refs. 

FABLE XXXI. 

The Elm-tTee and the Vine. 

AN extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious 
of independency, and fond of rambling at 

large, defpifed the alliance of a ilately Elm that 
grew n ear, and courted her embraces. Having 

rifen 
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rifen to fome fmall height without any kind of 
fupport, fhe fhot forth her flimfey branches to a 
very uncommon and fuperfluous length; calling 
on her neighbour to take notice how little fhe 
wanted his affifiance. Poor infatuated lhrub, 
replied the Elm, how inconfifient is thy conduct! 
Would'ft thou be truly independent, thou fhould'fi 
carefully apply thofe juices to the enlargement of 
thy fl:em, which thou lavifhefl: in vain upon unne
ceffary foliage. I fhortly fhall behold thee grove
ling on the ground; yet countenanced, indeed, 
by many of the human race, who, intoxicated 
with vanity, have defpifed ceconomy; and who, 
to fupport for a moment their empty boafl: of in
dependence, have exhaufied the very Jource of it 
in frivolous expences. 

F A B L E XXXII. 

The Lauruflinus and the Rqfe-tree. 

I N the quarters of a fhrubbery, where decidu
ous plants and ever-greens were intermingled 

with an air of negligence, it happened that a 
Rofe grew not far from a Laurufiinus. The Rofe, 
enlivened by the breath of June, and attired in 
all its gorgeous bloffoms, looked with much con
tempt on the Laurufiinus; who had nothing to 
difplay but the dufky verdure of its leaves. What 

a 
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a wretched neighbourhood, cryed fhe, is this·! 

and ho·w unworthy to partake the honour of my 

company! Better to bloom and die in the de

fert, than to affociate myfelf here '"·ith fuch low 

J.nd dirty vegetables. And is this my lot at lafi, 

whom every nation has J.greed to honour, and 

every Poet confpired to reverence, as the un

doubted fovereign of the .field and garden? If I 
really am fo, let my fubjeCls, at leafi, keep their 

difiance, and let a circle remain vacant round 

me, fuitable to the fiate my rank requires. Here, 

Gardiner, bring thy hatchet; prithee cut down 

this Laurufiinus; or at Jeafi remove it to its pro

per fphere. Be pacified, my lovely Rofe, re

plied the Gardiner; enjoy thy Jovereignty with 

moderation and thou !halt receive all the ho

mage which thy beauty can require. But remem

ber that in winter, when nei tl1er thou nor any 

of thy tribe produce one flower or leaf to chear 

me, this faithful fhrub, which thou defpifefi, 

will become the glory of my garden. Prudence 

therefore as well as gratitude, is concerned, jn 

the proteCtion of a friend, th::tt \rill fhew h i. 

Friendjlzip in adveT}it) , 

FABLE 
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FABLE XXXIII. 
The Serifl,tive Plant and the Palm""tue. r-r HE Senfitive Plant being brought out of 

the greenhoufe on a fine fummer's day, and 
placed in a beautiful grove, adorned with the 
finefl: forefl: trees and the mofl: curious plants, be
gan to give himfelf great airs~ and to treat all 
that were about him with much petulance and 
difdain. Lord! fays fhe, how could the Gar
diner think of fetting me among a parcel of Trees; 
grofs, inanimate things, mere vegetables, and 
perfetl frocks ! Sure he does not take me for a 
common plant, when he knows, that I have the 
fenfe of feeling in a more exquifite degree than 
he has himfelf. It really fhocks me to fee into 
what wretched low company he has introduced 
me: 'tis more than the delicacy of my confl:itu
tion, and the extreme tendernefs of my nerves, 
can bear. Pray, Mrs. Acacia, fl:and a little far
ther off, and don't perfume quite fo much upon 
your idle pretence of being my coufin. Good 
Mr. Citron, keep your difiance, I befeech you; 
your firong fcent quite overpowers me . Friend 
Palm-tree, your offenfive lliade is really more· 
than I am able to fupport. The lofty Palm-tree, 
tho' liule moved by fo unmannerly an attack, 

condefcended 
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<:ondefcended to rebuke the impertinent creature 
in the following manner. Thou vegetable frib
ble! Learn to know thyfelf, and thy own worth
leffnefs and infignificancy. Thou valueR: thyfelf 
on a vicious foftnefs, a falfe delicacy, the very 
defeCt: and imbecility of thy nature. What art 
thou good for, that fhrinkefi at a touch, and 
droopefi at a breath of air; feeble and barren, 
a perpetual torment to thyfelf, and wholly ufe
lefs to others. Whereas we, whom thou treat
eft with fuch difdain, make a grateful return to 
man for his care of us: fome of us yield him fruit; 
others are ferviceable to him by their :fhen gth 
and firmnefs ; we fhade him from the heat of the 
fun, and we defend him from the violence of the 
winds. I am particularly difiinguifhed for my 
hardinefs and perfeverance, my fieadinefs and 
confiancy: and on account of thofe very quali
ties which thou wantefi and affeB:efi to defpife, 
have the honour to be made the emblem of con
queR:, and the reward of the Conqueror. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 

The Tentyrites and the I chneumon. 

A Crocodile of prodigious fize, and uncom
mon fiercenef: , infefl:ed the banks of the 

1 ile~ and fp read defolation through all the neigh-
1 2 bonrino-
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bouring country. He feized the :fhepherd to

gether with the :fheep, and devoured the herdfman 

as well as the cattle. Emboldened by fuccefs, 

and the terror which prevailed wherever he ap

peared, he ventured to carry his incudions even 

into the ifland of Tentyra, and to brave the peo

ple, ,vho boafr themfelves the only tamers of his 

race . The Tentyrites themfelves were frruck 

'vith horror, at the appearance of a monfrer fo 

much more terrible than they had ever feen be

fore: even the boldefr of them dared not to at

tack him openly; and the mofr experienced long 

endeavoured with all their art and addrefs to 

furprife him, but in vain . As they were con

fulting together, what they fl10uld do in thefe 

circumfrances, an Ichneumon frepped forth, and 

thus addreiTed them. I perceive your defrrefs, 

neighbours: and tho' I cannot affifr you in the 

prefent difficulty, yet give me leave to offer you 

fome advice that may be of ufe to you for the 

future. A little prudence is worth all your art 

and your courage: it may be glorious to over

come a great evil, but the wifefr way is to pre

vent it. You defpife the Crocodile while he is 

fmall and weak; and do not fufficiently confider, 

that, as he is a long-lived animal, fo 'tis his pe

culiar property to grow as long as he lives . You 

fee I am a poor, little, feeble creature; yet am I 
much 
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much more terrible to the Crocodile, and more 
ufeful to the country, than you are. I attack 
him in the egg; and while you are contriving 
for months together, how to get the better of 
one Crocodile, and all to no purpofe, I effe8:u
ally defiroy fifty of them in a day. 

FABLE XXXV. 

The Tulip and the Roje. 

A Tulip and a Rofe happened to be near neigh
bours in the fame garden. They ·were both 

indeed extremely beautiful; yet the Rofe en
gaged confiderably more than an equal fhare of 
the gardiner's attention. Enamoured~ as in truth 
he was, of the delicious odour it cliffufecl; he 
appeared, in the eye of the Tulip to be always 
kiffing and careffing it. The envy and jealoufy 
of rival beauties are not eafily to be concealed. 
The Tulip, vain of its external charms, and un
able to bear the thought of being forfaken for 
another, remonfhated in thefe words againfi the 
Gardiner's partiality. vVhy are my beauties thus 
negleCted? Are not my colours mor. brjght, 
more various, and more inviting, than any which 
that red-faced Thing has to difplay? Why then 
is jhe to engrofs your whole affeCtion, and thus 
for ever to be preferred ?-Be not diffatisfied, 

M 3 _ my 
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my fair Tulip, faid the Gardiner, I acknowledge 

thy beauties, and admire them as they deferve. 

But there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch 

attrattive odours, fuch internal charms, that I 

enjoy a banquet in their fragrance, which no 

mere beauty can pretend to furnifh. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 

The Woodcock and the Mallard. 

A Vv oodcock and a Mallard were feeding to

gether in fome marfhy ground at the tail of 

a mill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamifh Woodcock, 

in what a voracious and beafily manner do you 

devour all that comes before you! Neither fnail, 

frog, toad, nor any kind of filth, can efcape the 

fury of your enormous appetite. All a1ike goes 

down, without meafure and without dijtinElion.

What an odious vice is Gluttony! 

Good-lack! Replied the Mallard, pray how 

came you to be my accufer? And whence has 

your exceffi ve delicacy a right to cenfure my plain 

eating? Is it a crime to fatisfy one's hunger? Or 

is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleafed with 

'the food which nature offers us? Surely I would 

fooner be charged with gluttony, than with that 

finical and fickly appetite, on which you are 
pleafed 
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pleafed to ground your fuperiority of ta.fte.
What a £illy vice is Daintinejs. 

Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpeB:ive 
paffions, our epicures parted with a mutual con
tempt. The Mallard hafting to devour fome gar
bage, which was in reality a bait, immediately 
gorged an hook thro' mere greedinefs and over
fight: while the Woodcock, flying thro' a glade, 
in order to feek his favourite juices, was en
tangled in a net, fpread acrofs it for that pur
pofe : falling each of them a facrifice to their 
djfferent, but equal, foibles. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The two Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

A Fifherman, in the month of May, fiood an- , 
gling on the banks of Thames, with an 

artificial fly. He threw his bait with fo much 
art, that a young Trout was ru:!hing towards it, 
when :!he was prevented by her mother. Never, 
faid :!he, my child, be too precipitate, where 
there is a poffibility of danger. Take due time 
to coniider, before you rifk an action that may be 
fatal. How know you whether yon appearance 
be indeed a fly, or the fnare of an enemy ?-Let 
fome one elfe make the experiment before you. 

M 4 If 



168 0 RIG IN A L FABLES. 

If it be a fly, he veryprobablywill elude the firfr 

attack: and then the fecond may be made, if 

not with fuccefs, at leafi with fafety.-She had 

no fooner uttered this caution, than a Gudgeon 

feized upon the pretended fly, and became an 

example to the giddy daughter, of the great im

portance of her mother's counfel. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 

The Stars and the Sky-Rocket. 

A S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afcended 

thro' the air, and obferved the ilream of 

light that difiinguifhed his paffage, he could not 

forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling 

upon the Stars to do him reverence. Behold, 

faid he, what gazing multitudes admire the lufire 

of my train, whilfi all your feeble fparks of light 

pafs unobferved, or difregarded! The Stars 

heard his empty boafi with a filent indignation: 

the Dog-Star only vouchfafed to anfwer him. 

How weak are they faid he, who value them

feves on the voice of popular applaufe! 'Tis true, 

the novelty of thy appearance may procure to 

thee more admiration than is allotted to our daily 

courfe, although indeed a laHing miracle. But 

do not eHimate thy importance by the capricious 

fancy of ill-judging mortals. Know thyfelf to be 
the 
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the ufelefs pageant, the frail produB.ion of a 
mortal hand. Even while I fpeak, thy blaze is 
extinguifhed, and thou art funk into oblivion. 
We, on the other hand, were lighted up by hea
ven, for the advantage of mankind; and our 
glory :!hall endure for ever. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

A Wolf, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one 
evening to be foraging in different parts of 

a Farmer's yard. Their firil: effort was pre tty 
fuccefsful, and they returned in fafety to their 
feveral quarters: however not fo happy, as to 
be unperceived by the Farmer's watchful eye; 
who, placing feveral kinds of fnares, made each 
of them his prifoner in the next attempt. He 
firfr took the Hare to tafk:, who confe:ffed :fhe had 
eaten a few turnip-tops, merely to fatisfy her 
hunger: be fought him piteou:ily to fpare her life, 
and promifed never to enter his grounds again. 
He then accofied the Fox; who in a fawning ob
fequious tone, protefl:ed, that he came into his 
premifes, thro' no other motive, than pure good
will, to refirain the Hares and other vermin from 
the plunder of his corn; and that, whatever evil 
tongues might fay, he had too great a regard, 

both 
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both for him and for jufiice, to be in the leafi 
capable of any difhonefi: aCtion. He lafi: of all 
examined the Wolf, what bufinefs brought him 
within the purlieus of a Farmer's yard. The 
Wolf very impudently declared, it was with a 
view of defiroying his lambs, to. which he had 
an undoubted right: that the Farmer himfelf was 
the only felon, who robbed the community of 
Wolves of what was meant to be their proper 
food. That this, at leaR:, was his opinion: and 
what ever fate attended him, he fhould not fcru
ple to rifque his life in the purfuit of his law
ful prey. 

The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter
mined the caufe in the following manner. The 
Hare, faid he, deferves compaffion, for the pe
nitence he fhews, and the humble confeffion he 
has made :-As for the Fox and Wolf, let them 
be hanged together; their crimes themfelves alike 
deferve it, and are equally heightened by the ag
gravations of hypocrijy and of impudence. 

F ABLE 
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FABLE XL. 

The Snail and the Statue. 

A Statue of the Medicean Venus was ereB:ed in 
a grove, facred to beauty and the fine arts. 

Its modefi attitude, its elegant proportions, af

:fified by the fituation in which it was placed, 

attrackted the regard of every delicate obferver.
A Snail, who had fixed himfelf beneath the 

moulding of the pedeilal, beheld with an evil 
eye the admiration it excited. Accordingly, 

watching his opportunity, he firove, by trailing 
his filthy :Oime over every limb and feature, to 
obliterate thofe beauties which he could not en

dure to hear fo much applauded. An honefi 

Linnet, however, who obferved him at his dirty 

work, took the freedom to affure him, that he 

would infallibly lofe his labour: For although, 

faid he, to an injudicious eye, thou mayefi fully 
the perfeB:ions of this finifhed piece, ye t a more 

accurate and clofe infpeB:or, will difcover its 

beauty, thro' all the blemi:fhes with which thou 

hafi endeavoured to difguife it. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E XLI. 

The l1Vaterjall. 

F R 0 M the head of a narrow valley that is 
wholly overihaded by the growth of trees, a 

large Cafcade burfts forth "\rith a luxuriance un
expeCted. Firft the ci:trrent ruihes down a pre
cipice with he::1.dlong impetuofity; then dafhed 
from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along 
by fragments of fiones or trunks of trees, it af
fumes a milk-white appearance, and fparkles 
thro' the gloom. All is intrjcacy; all is profu
:fion: and the tide, however ample, appears yet 
more confiderable by the fantafiic growth of roots 
thJ.t hide the limits of its channel. T hus bound
ing down from one defcent to another, it no 
foo:ner gains the level, than it finks beneath the 
earth, and buries J.ll its glory at our feet. 

A fpecrator, privy to the fcanty fource which 
furnifhed out this grand appearance, flood one 
.day in a mufing pofiure, and began to moralize 
on its prodigality. Ah filly fiream! faid he, why 
wilt thou haften to exhaufi thy fource, and thus 
wilfully incur the contempt that waits on pover
ty? Art thou ignorant that thy funds are by no 
means equal to this expence? Fear not, my kind 

advifer, 
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advifer, replied the generous C afcade; the gra
titude I 0\Ve my mafl:er, who colletled rny rills 
into a fl:ream, induces me to entertain his friends 
in the befl: manner I am able: when alone, I act 
with more reconomy. 

F A B L E XLII. 

The Oak and the S)'Ga17WTe. 

A Sycarnore grew befide an Oak; and being 
not a little elevated by the firR: ·warm days 

in fpring, began to fhoot forth his leaves apace, 
and to defpife the naked Oak for irifenjibility, and 
want if fpirit. The Oak~ confcious of its fupe
rior nature, made this philofophical reply. Be 
not, my friend, fo much delighted ·with the firfr 
addrefs of every fickle zephyr: confider the frofis 
may yet return: and if thou coveteft an equal fhare 
with m.e in all the glories of the rifing year, do 
not afford them an opportunity to nip thy beau
ties in their bud. As for myfelf, I only wait to 
fee this genial ·warmth a little connrmed : and, 
whenever this is the cafe, I :fhall perhaps difplay 
a majefl:y that will not eafily be :fhaken. But the 
tree that appears too fuddenly affected by the fidl 
favourable glance of fpring, will ever be the firH: 
to fhed its verdure and to drop beneath· the 
frowns of ·winter. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XLIII. 

The Wolf and the ShejJherd's Dog. 

A Wolf ranging over the forefi, came within 
the borders of a fueep-walk; when meeting 

with the Shepherd's Dog, that with a furly fort 
of growl, demanded his bu!inefs there, he thought 
proper to put on as innocent an appearance as 
he could, and protefred upon his honour, that 
he meant not the leafr offence. I am afraid, 
faid the Dog, the pledge of your honour is but a 
poor depo!ite for your honejty: you mufr not take 
it amifs, if I object to the Security. No flur upon 
my reputation, replied the Wolf, I beg of you. 
My fenfe of honour is as delicate, as my great 
atchievements are renowned. I would not leave 
a fiain upon my memory for the world . The 
fame of what are commonly called great atchieve
ments is very precious, to be fure, returned the 
Dog; almofl: equal to the character of an excel
lent butcher, a gallant highwayman, or an ex
pert aiTaffin. While the Dog was yet fpeaking, 
a lamb happened to firay within reach of our 
hero. The temptation was .fhonger than he was 
able to re!ifi: He fprung upon his prey, and was 
fcouring hall:ily a¥vay with it. However, the 
Dog feized and held him, till the arrival of the 

Shepherd, 
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Shepherd, who took meafures for his execution. 
Jufi as he was going to difpatch him; I obferve~ 
fays the Dog, that one of your noble atchieve
rnents, is the defiruaion of the innocent. You are 
welcome to the renown, as you are alfo to tb e re
ward of it. As for me, I finll prefer the credit 
of having honejtly defended my mailer's property, 
to any fame you have acquired by thus heroically 
invading it. 

FABLE XLIV. 

The Ai1!JhroO?n and the Acom. 

AN Acorn fell from the top of an old vener
able Oak, full on the head of a l\fufhroom 

that unhappily fprung up beneath it . Wounded 
by the blow, the lVIufhroom complained of rhe 
i ncivility. Impertinent upfl:art, replied the Acorn, 
why didfl: thou, v·.:ith familiar boldnefs, approach 
fo near to thy fuperiors? Dull the wretched off
fpring of a dunghill prefume to raife its head~ 
on a fpot ennobled by my anceHors for fo rn:1ny 
generations? I do not mean, returned the Mufh
room, to difpute the honour of thy birth, or to 
put my own in competition ·with it. On the 
'Contrary, I mufi acknmvledge that I hardly know 
from whence I fprung. But furc 'tis merit, and not 
nere ancefl:r that obtains the regard of thofe, 

,vhofe 
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whofe approbation is truly valuable: I have little 

perhaps to boafl:, but furely thou who hafi thus 

infulted me, canfl: have no pretence to boafl: any. 
I pleafe the palates of mankind, and give a poig
nant flavour to their mofi elegant entertainments; 

while thou, with all the pride of thy ancefl:ry, 
.art fit only to fatten Hogs. 

FABLE XLV. 

Wifdom and Sel.fijhnefs. 

A S Wifclom, in the form of a beautiful young 
lady, was travelling along the road, it hap

pened on a time, that :fhe was benighted and 

loft her way. She had not however wandered 

far, when perceiving a light glimmer from a win
dow at fome difiance, f11e endeavoured to direCt. 

her fl:eps towards the houfe where it appeared. 

This proved to be no other, than the miferable 

abode of Sel.fijhnifs; who, beneath the femblance 

of a churlifh and clofe-fifl:ed peafant, had long 

taken up h is re fidence in this lonefome habita

tion. She knocked at the door to enquire her 

way. The Lout opened it with caution; but, 

being immediately fl.ruck with the uncommon 

lufire of fo fine a figure, he found his appetite 

awake, and became impatient for the gratifica

tion of it. VVijdom, on the other hand, feeling 
an 
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an utter deteftation for him, would have willingly 
withdra\vn herfelf; but alas ! it was too late. He 
took advantage of her diftrefs, feized, and forced 
her to his bed. Nine months afterwards {he was 
delivered of a fquint-eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto 
whom fbe never could be induced to fhew any 
marks of naturd affecrion. She would not even 
own him for her proper offspring; and he \vas 
put into the hands of Dullnifs, to be nurfed and 
educated at her difcreti.on. As he arrived to years 
of malurity, he was known by the name of Cun

ning. Some faint refemblancewhich he bore of his 
JVJ.other, procured him a degree of refpecr among 
perfons of fmall difcernment; and he iliewed 
fomewhat of her addrefs in regard to the means 
by which he gained his ends; but he had fo much 
of the Fathe?, as never to extend his aims to any 
truly noble or focial atchievement. 

FA B L E XLVI. 

Th e Toad and the Goldjjlz. 

A S a Gold-fifh, newly brought from the warm 
regions of the eaH, difplayed his beauties 

in the fun; a Toad, who had long eyed him 
with no fmall degree of envy, broke out into 
this exclamation. How partial and how fan
tafiic is the hvour of mankind ~ regardlefs of 

e\·ery 
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every excellency that is obvious and familiar; 
and only £huck with what is imported form a 
diftant climate at a large expence! What a pom
pous bafon is here conftructed, and what extreme 
fondnefs is here :il1ewn, for this infignificant 
!hanger! While a quadrupede of my importance 
is negleCled,fhunned,and even perfecuted. Surely 
were I to appear in China, I fhould receive the 
fame, or perhaps greater honours, than are la
vifhe.d here upon this tinfel favourite. 

The Gold-fifh~ confcious of his real beauty, 
and fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo 
very unughtly and deformed a creature, made 
this rational reply. It mufl: be confeffed, that 
the opinions of men, are fometimes guided by 
the caprice you mention. Yet, as for me and 
the reft of my tribe, it is w~ll known that if we 
are admired in England, we are not lefs admired 
at home : being there efteemed by the greateR: 
mandarins., fed by fl:ated officers, and lodged in 
bafons as fuperb as any your nation has to boafl:. 
Perhaps then, notwithftanding your fage remark, 
there are fome virtues and fome qualities that 
pleafe or difgufl: almoft univerfally; and as inno
cence joined to beauty feldom fails to procure 
efteem, fo malice added to deformity will caufe as 
general a detefl:ation. 

FABLE 





47 '. /,/;(" / 
. _9/f"">//1//~ -



0 R I G IN A L FA B L E S. 179 . 

F A B L E XL VII. 

The Hermit. 

A C ertain Hermit had fcooped his cave near the 
fummit of a lofty mountain, from whence 

he had an opportunity of furveying a large ex
tent both of fea and land. He fate one evening, 
contemplating with pleafure on the objects that 
lay di:ffufed before him. The woods were drefl: 
in the brightefi verdure; the thickets adorned 
with the gayefl: bloffoms. The birds caroled be
neath the branches ; the lambs frolicked around 
the meads; the peafant whifiled befide his team; 
and the fhips driving by the gentle gales were 
returning fafely into their proper harbours. In 
fhort, the arrival of fpring had doubly enlivened 
the whole fcene before his eye; and every object 
yielded a difplay either of beauty or of happinefs. 

On a fudden arofe a violent fl:orm. The winds 
mufl:ered all their fury, and whole forefl:s of oak 
lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs infl:antly 
fucceeded; hail-fiones and rain were poured forth 
in cataracts, and lightning and thunder added 
horror to the gloom. 

N~ And 
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And now the fea piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the largefi veffels ; while the horrid uproar 
of its waves drowned the ilirieks of the wretched 
mariners. When the whole tempefl: had exhaufl:ed 
its fury, it was infiantly followed by the fhock 
of an earthquake. 

The poor inhabitants of the beighbouring vil
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave; re
ligioufly hoping, that his well-known fanCl:ity 
would be able to proteCl: them in their difirefs. 
They were, however, not a little furprifed at the 
profound tranquility that appeared in his coun
tenance . "My friends, faid he, be not difmayed. 
Terrible to me, as well as to you, would have been 
the war of elements we have jufl: beheld; but 
that I have meditated with fo much attention 
on the various works of Providence, as to be 
perfuaded that his goodnefs is equal to his power". 

F A B L E XL VIII. 

The Dove. 

A Dove that had a mate and young ones, hap
pening to f py her cage door open, was driven 

by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an adjacent 
grove. There, perched upon the bough of a 
fycamore, fhe fate as it were wrapt in deep con-

.· templation ; 
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templation; not recovering from her reverie, un
til the owner drew nigh unfeen, and brought 
her back to her little family. 

Art thou not afhamed then, fays her mate, 
thus to defe.rt thy helplefs offspring? Art thou 
not bafe to abandon me, for ,the company of birds 
to whom thou art a {hanger? Could I have har
boured fuch a thought? I, who have been ever 
conflant to our firfi engagement; and mufi have 
died of mere defpair, hadfl thou not returned to 
my embr-aces? But how, alas, returned! Not, as 
it feems by choice~ but en~nared by dint of arti
fice, and brought hither by conlhainf. 

· Have patience, replied the ram~ler, ~nd hear 
the plea of thy repentant mate. Witnefs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paifes in 
the hearts of Dov_es, if ever, before this unhappy 
moment, I felt a wifh to part from thee! The .. l 

door fo feldom open, allowed but one moment 
for deliberation, and I happened to decide amifs. 
When · removed to yonder wood, the air of li
berty br.eathed fo very n~eN, that, with horror 
I fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe about returning to 
the cage. Pardon, I pray thee, this one crime, 
and be well affured I will never repeat it. And 
that thou may'fl be the more induced to pardon 

N 3 me, 
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-ine, know that the love of liberty bums ever the 
firongefi, in bofoms ' that are mofi open to con
jugal affeCtion and the love of young. 

FABLE XLIX. 

The Nightingale and Bullfinch. 

A Nightingale and a Bullfinch occupied two 
cages in the fame appartment. The Nightin

gale perpetually varied her fong, and every effort 
:fhe made, afforded frefh entertainment. The 
Bullfinch always whiflled the fame dull tune that 
he had learnt, . 'till all the family grew weary of 
the difgufiful repetition. What is the reafon, 
faid the Bullfinch one day to his neighbour, that 
your fongs are always heard with peculiar atten
tion, while mine, I obferve, are almofi as wholly 
difregarded? The reafon, replied the Nightin
gale, is obvious; your audience are fufficiently 
acquainted with every note you have been taught, 
and they know your natural abilities too well, 
to expect any thing new from that quaTter. How 
then can you fuppofe they will lifien to a fong
fier, from whom nothing native or oTiginal is to 
be expeCted? 

FABLE 
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FABLE L. 

The Fighting Cocks and the TuTkey. 

T W 0 Cocks of the genuine game-breed 1 met 
by chance upon the confines of their refpec. 

tive walks. To fuch g1·eat and heToic fou1s 1 the 
fmaHefi matter imaginable affords occafion for 
difpute. They approached each other with pride 
and indignation; they looked defiance ; they 
crow a challenge; and immediately commences a 
long and bloody battle. It was fought on both 
fides with fo much courage and dexterity; they 
gave and they received fuch deep and defperate 
wounds; that they both lay down upon the turf 
utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled. While this 
was their fituation, a Turkey that had been a 

fpe8:ator of all that paffed between them, drew 
near to the field of battle, and reproved them in 
this m_anner. L•How foolifh and abfurd has been 
your quarrel, my good neighbours! A more ridi
culous one could fcarce have happened, amongfi 
the rrtofi contentious of all creatures, men. 
Becaufe you have crowed perhaps in each other's 
hearing, or one of you have picked up a grain 
of corn upon the territories of his rival, you have 
both rendered yourfelves miferable for the re
minder of your ·days. 

N 4 FABLE 
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FA B L E LI. 
The King-.fijher and the Sj7a1TOW. 

A S a King-fifher was fitting beneath the :fhade, 
upon the banks of a river; ihe was furprifed 

on a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow, that 
had eloped from the neighbouring town, to vi
fit her. When the firfl: compliments were over, 
'' Ho'w is it poffible, faid the Sparrow, that a 
bird fo finely adorned, can think of fpending 
all her days in the very depth of retirement! The 
golden plumage of your breafi, · the fhining azure 
of your pinions, were never given you to be 
concealed, but to attra8: the wonder of beholders. 
Why then :fhould you not endeavour to know 
the world, and be, at the fame time, yourfelf, 
both known and admired?" You are very com
plaifant at leafl:, replied the King-fiiher, to con
clude that my being admired, would be the confe
quence of my being known. But it has fometimes 
been my lot, in the lonefome valleys that I fre
quent, to hear the complaints of beauty that has 
been negleB:ed; and of worth that has been de
fpifed. Poffibly it does not always happen, that 
even JujJerior excellence is found to excite admira,.. 
tion, or obtain encouragement. I have learned 
befides, not to build my happinefs upon the opi-

niOn. 
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nion of others, fo much as. upon my own [elf
conviction, and the approbation of my ·own 
heart. Remembe~, I am· a King-fifher; thefe 
woods and fireams are my delight'; · and fo long 
as they are free from winds a:nd tel'Ilpefl:s, beiie\oe 
me, I am perfectly · content · with my fituation. 
Why therefore :fhould.I court the noife and bu:fl:le 
of the world, which I find {o little agreeable to 
my native difpofition? It may be the joy of a 
Sparrow to indulg~ his curiofity, and to difplay 
his eloquence. I, _for my ·pc;ttt, love £ilence, pri
vacy, and contemplation; and th~nk that every
on.e :fhould confult the native biafs of his tem.per, 
before he chufes .the way qf life in which he ex
pects to meet with happinefs. 

F A ' B L E LII. 
:. ""' 

The Bee and the Spider. 

0 N the leaves and flowers of the fame fhrub, a 
Spider and a''Bee pl~;fued their feveral oc

cupations; the on.e~ C.overing. her thighs with ho
ney; the other ·ciifrending _~his bag ,4i~h poifon. 
The Spider, as he· glanced -;his eye oblique'ly at 
the Bee, was ruminating vvith fpleen on th_e fu
periority of her. pxodutl;ion. And how happens 
it, faid he, in a pe'evifh tone, that I am able to 
collect nothing but poifon from the felf-fame 

plant, 

/ 
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plant, that fupplies thee with honey? My pains 
and indufhy are not lefs than thine ; in thofe 
refpe8:s, we are each indefatigable~ It proceeds 
only, replied the Bee, from the different difpo
fition of our nature: mine gives a pleafing fla
vour to every thing I touch; whereas thine con
verts it to poifon, what by a different procefs 
had been the purefi honey. 

INDEX 
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FABLF I. 
The Trees and the Bramble. 

THE rnofl worthlejs perfons are generally the rno.ft 
prejurning. 

F ·A B L E II. 
The Frogs defiring a King. 

~ .. 
, Tis better. {o bear with ]orne def.eels in a rnild and gen-

tle gove;~ment, ~fu;m to ;ijque the greater evils of 
tyranny and peifecution. · 

F A B L E III. 
The Wolf and the fhepherds. 

'JiVe jeve1·ely cer!fitre that in others, which we ourjelve3 
praelije without Jcruple. 

FABLE IV. 
The .Belly and the Members. 

, Tis a folly even to wijh to u;ithhold our part from the 
Jupport of civil government. 
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FA B L E XVII. 
The Wolf and the Crane. 

~Tis the utm* extent of fame men's gratitude, barely 
to refrain from oppreffing and injuring their bene 
factors. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Country-man and the Snake. 

To confer either power upon the mijchievous, or fa
vours on the undeferving, is a mifapplication of our 
benevolence. 

FA B L E XIX. 
The Dog and the Shadow. 

An over-greedy difpojition often Jubjeels us to lofe what 
we already pojfefs. 

FABLE XX. 
The Sun and the Wind. 

Gentle means, on many occafions, are more iffeelual 
than violent ones. 

FA B L E XXI. 
The Wolf and the Mafiiff. 

A mere competence with liberty, is jJrejerable to Jer
vitude amid the greatefl ajfluence. 

FA B L E XXII. 
Fortune and the School-boy. 

We are always ready to cenjure fortune for the ill 
iffeels of our own carel1Jnefs. 
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F A B L E XXIII. 
The Frog and the Ox. 

The .filly ambition te vie with our Juperiors, in regari! 
to outward figure, rather than inward aaornplijh
ment, is often the cauje of utter ruin. 

FABLE XXIV. 
The Lion and other Beafts hunting . 

. An ajfociation with to~ powerful allies is always im.s. 
prudent. 

FABLE XXV. 
The Ant and the Fly. 

The independence acquired by indzifl;ry is preferable tfJ 
the mofl fplended }tate of vajfalage. 

FABLE XXVI. 

The Bear and the two Friends. 
Cowards are incapable of tnu jriendjkip 

· F A B L E XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 

The leajt confider able of aU mankind are feldom dejti
tute of Jelj-importance. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
The Wafp and the Bees . 

..,Tis a jolLy to arrogate works to ou1jalves of whiclz we . 
are by no means capable. 
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FABLE XXIX. 
The Old l'V1an and Death. 

Men under calamity may Jeem to wijh for death, but 
they j eldom bid him welcome when he jlaTes them in 
the face. 

FABLE XXX. 
·The Court and the Country-Moufe. 

Poverty with peace is jJi·ejerable to the greatejt cifflu
ence amidfl anxiety. 

FA B L E XXXI. 

The Fox and the Goat . 
lrVhen we aTe going to encounter difficulties, we}zould 

dejJend moTe upon our own jl;rength, than the ajfift
ance of our neighbours. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 

They who keep bad company mufl ~[ten exjJeel to JiiffeT 
for the miflehaviour of their companions. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 

The Oak and the Willow. 

The courage of meeting death in an honourable caife, 
is rnore commendable, than any addrifs or aTtifice 
we can mde 1ife of to evade it. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Boy and the Filberts. 

_Thejurejt way to gain our ends is to moderate OUT dejiTes. 
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FABLE XXXV. 
The Satyr and the Traveller. 

lVe j!wuld immediately decline all commerce with a per
Jon whom we find to be a double-dealer. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Horfe and the Stag. 

Let revenge be ever jo Jweet, 'tis too dear a puulz(ife 
at the p-rice of liberty. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Farmer and his Sons. 

lnduflry is iifelf a treafur-e. 
F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Lion and the Gnat. 

Little minds are fo much elevated by any advantage 
gained over their Juperiors, that they are often 
thTown oJf thei-r guard again.ft a Judden change of 

fortune. 
F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Mifer and his Treafure. 
'Tis the enJoyment of what we P?J!ifs that alone gives 

it any real value. 
FABLE XL. 
:Minerva's Olive. 

lVhatever fancy may dete-rmine, the }tanding <ialue of 
all thin(Ts is in jJroportion to their 1![e. 

0 



l N D E X. 

FABLE XLI. 

The Mimick and the Countryman. 

There is no error too extravagant for prepojfej]ion and 

partiality. 
FA B L E XLII. 

The Dog and the Crocodile. 

'Tis ever dangerous to be long converfant with perfons 

of a bad charaeler. 
F A B L E XLIII. 

The Wolf in difguife. 

There would be little chance of deteeling hypoc1·ify, were 

it not always addieled to over-ael its part. 

FABLE XLIV. 

The Bee and the Spider. 

Neither ingenuity nor learning are intitled to regard, 

but in proportion as they contribute to the happinefs 

of life. 
F A B L E XLV. 

The Afs and his Mafier. 

Avarice often mijfes its point, thro' the means it ujes to 

Jecure it. 
FABLE XLVI. 

The Cock and the Fox. 

To retort the artifice employed agairift us is an allow

able part of ]elf-defence. 



I_. N D E X. 
F A B L E XL VII. 

The Eagle and the Crow. 
A fa!fe eflimate of our own abilities ever e:-<pqfes us to 

ridicule, and Jometimes to danger. 
F A B L E XL VIII. 

The Farmer and the Stag. 
Some expect the thanks that are due to a civility, while 

they endeavour clandeflinely to undermine the value 
of it. 

FABLE XLIX. 
The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox. 

The intemperate rage of clients gives the lawyer an 
opportunity of Jeizing the pToperty in difpute. -

FABLE L. 
The Lion and the Afs. 

A total neglect is the befl return the geneTous can make 
to the Jcunility of the bafe. 

FA B L E LI. 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

'Tis very imprudent to join interefls with thoje who a?"t 
able to impofe upon us theiT own conditions. 

FA B L E LII. 
The Trumpeter. 

The fomenter of mijchief is at leafl as culpable as he 
who puts it in execution. 
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I N D E X. 

F A B L E LIII. 

Vice and Fortune. 

For'l?.me, without the concurrence of vice, cannot dfet
tually deflroy our hajJpinefs: whereas vice, without 

the help of fortune, can make us miferable to the 

la.fl extremity. 

F A B L E LIV. 

The Bear and the Bees. 

' T weTe more prudent to acquiefce under an injury from 

a jingle pe1jon, than by an act of vengeance to bring 

ujJon us the rejentment of the whole community. 

I N D E X 

T 0 T H E 

S E C 0 N D B 0 0 K. 

FABLE I. 

The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. 

'Tl S better to purfue the dictates of one's own rea

Jon, than attempt to pleafe all mankind. 

F A B L E II. 

The Sorcerefs. 

There are numbers of people who would unhinge the 

world, to eafe themjelves of the Jmallefl inconvenience. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E III. 
The C ameleon. 

The different lights, in which things appear to. dijfer
efl,t fudgments, recommend candor to the opinions 
of others, even at the time that we 1·etain our own. 

FABLE IV. 

, The Wolf and the Lamb. 
The young and artlifs jhould make caution fitpply the 

jJlace of years and expe1·ience. · 

FABLE V. 
The Fox and the Bramble. 

Wejhould bear with patience a ]mall evil, 't.vken it is 
conneEled with a g1·eater good 

FABLE VI. 
The Falcon and the Hen. 

Dijfe1·ent kinds of e:~perience coceount for different kinds 
of conduEl. 

F A B L E. VII. 
The Travellers and the Money-bag. 

We cannot u qfonahly ex peEl thofe to bear a part in our 
illjortune, whom we never pe.rmitte¢ to }hare in O'UT 

profp~ri(y. 

FA B L E VIII. 
The difcontented Afs. 

ltVe greatly diminijh the happinefs of life, by under
va(uing all that is jlwr( of perjetlion. 
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I N D E X. 
F A B L E IX. 

The two Springs 
There is mm·e to be ex.peeled from jedate and jilent, 

than fi-om noify, turbulent, and oflentatious begin
nzngs. 

FABLE X. 
The Butterfly and the Rofe. 

We exclaim loudly again:ft that inconjtancy in another, 
to which we give occajion by our own. 

FABLE XI. 
The Tortoife and the two Ducks. 

Cwriojity often excites thoje people to hazardous under
takings, whom vanity and indijcretion render totally 
unfit for them. 

F A B L E XII. 
The Cat and the old Rat. 

Repeated injtances of artifice create a Jtifpicion, that is 
our guard againfl it. 

FA B L E XIII. 
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail. 

lVhen we dwell much on dijtant and chimerical advan
tages; we negleel our prifent bufinifs, and are ex
pofed to real misfortunes. 

FABLE XIV. 
The Cormorant and the Fillies. 

' Tis extreme jolly to ajk advice of an interejled advijer. 



I N D E X. 

FA. B L E XV. 

The Atheiit and the Acorn. 

He who dijputes the exijlence of a deity, will find him

Jeif confuted by eveTy paTt of nature. 

FA B L E XVI. 

The Lyn~ and the Mole. 

VVejlwuld uje the talents that aTe allotted, and au mofl 

Juitable to our fpecies; injtead of difparaging thofe 

faculties, that aTe as pToperly adapted to another. 

F A B L E :XVII. 
The Spider and the Silk-worm. 

He that is employed in works of 'Life, gene1·ally advan

tages himjeif or others; while he, who toils alone 

for fame mufl often ex peEl to lqfe his lab ouT. 

F A B L E XVIII. 

The Bee and the Fly. 

The greatdf genius with a vindictive temper, is Jar 

Jurpafl in point of hapjJinejs by men of talents lefs 

confider able. 

FABLE XIX. 

Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 

There are Jew things Jo irreparably lofl, as reputation. 

FABLE XX. 
The Court of Death. 

Intemperance is the great and oTiginal cauje, that 

generally jlwrtens human life. 
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I N D E X. 

FABLE XXI. 

Indufiry and Sloth. 
Our term of life does not allow time for long -protraeled 

deliberations. 

FABLE XXII. 
The Hare's Ears. 

A prudent perjon will not only priferve his innocence, 
but avoid the corifequence of any Jeeming handle he 
may cifford to his opprif[or. 

F A B L E XXIII. 

The Hermit and the Bear. 
The random zeal of incon.fiderate friends, is often as 

hurtful as the wrath of enemies. 

FABLE XXIV. 
The Paffenger and the Pilot. 

We are no where out of the reach of providence, either 
to punijh or to protect us. 

FABLE XXV. 
The partial Judge. 

The injuries we do, and thoje we Jtiffer, are jeldom 
weighed in the fame feaZes . 

FABLE XXVI. 
The Fox that had lofi his Tail. 

' Tis common for men to wijh others reduced to their 
own level; and we ought to guard againjl jiJ-ch ad
vice, as may proceed from this principle. 



I N D E X. 
F A B L E XXVII. 

The Nobleman and his Son. 
The means Jugge.fled by Juperjtition to Jecure us from 

misfortune, often bring it upon our heads. · 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
Jupiter and the Herdfman. 

Were our ill-judged prayers "to be always granted, how 
many would be ruined at their own reque.fl ! 

FABLE XXIX. 
The Eagle and the Owl. 

The partiality of parents often makes thenifelves 1·idi
culous, and their children u-nhappy. 

FABLE XXX. 

The Plague among the Bea.fis. 
The poor and helplefs undergo thofe punijhments for 

Jmall and trivial offences; which the rich and jJOW

erjul efcape, for crimes of a much blacker nature. 

FABLE XXXI. 
The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe. 

It is not Jafe to trufl to outward appearances. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer and his Dog. 

The greater room there appears for rejentment; the 
more careful jhould we be, not to acczife an inno
cent perjon. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Gnat and the Bee. 

Men e.xpoflulate to little jJurpofe, when their own ex
a77iple confutes their argument: 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 

}farrow mi;1ds think the fyflem qf the univerfe jhould 
have been contrived to Juit thenifelves alone. 

FABLE XXXV. 
The Lion , the Wolf, and the Fox. 

i\.fen, who meditate mlfchiej,Juggefl the fame to others; 
and generally pay dear for their froward gratijita
tions . 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Blind Man and the Lame. 

The wants and weakndfes of individuals form the con
'JUElions of Jociety. 

FABLE XXXVII. 

The Lion, the Bear, the Monk..ey, and the Fox. 

It is often mou jJrudent to Jupprifs our Jentiments, 
than eitheT to jlatteT OT to raiL. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 

The Owl and the Nightingale. 

'Tis natural for a jJedant to defpije tlufe arts, whick 
jwlijh ouT manners, and would extirpate jJedantry. 



I N D E X. 
F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Caterpillar. 
Boys of no very promijing appearance often becqme the 

greatefl men. · 

FABLE XL. 
The two Foxes. 

We jlwuld ever guard againfl thoje vices, that aTe chiefly 
incident to our times of life: excejs and Tiot, whi!jt 
we aTe young; and egregious parjimony, as we 
grow m years. 

FA B L E XLI. 
The conceited Owl. 

Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, always 
tenniuate in difgrace. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Fox and the Cat 

Perjons may write fine jyflems of morality, who never 
praelijed a fingle virtue. 

FA B L E XLIII. 
The two Horfes. 

The object of our pride is often the cauje of our mif 
fortunes. 

FABLE XLIV. 
The Dove and the Ant. 

The mofl important actions are often pe1jormed by the 
mofl unlikely inflruments. 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XLV. 

The Parrot. 
Gravity, tho~ Jometimes the mien of wifdom, is often 

found to be the mqfk of ignorance. 

FABLE XLVI. 
The Cat and the Bat. 

It is eajy to find reafons to Jujtify any thing we are in
clined to do. 

F A :B L E XL VII. 

The two Lizards. 

The Juperior Jafety of an obfcure and hwnble jtation is 
a ballance for th8 honours of high and envyed life. 

F A B L E XL VIII 

Jupiter's Lottery. 

Folly, pajfing with men for wifdom, makes each con
tented wi~~ . his own }hare of underjtanding. 

· F A B L E XLIX. 

Th~ Litigious Cats. 

The Jcales of Judicature are fildom poifed, 'till there 
is little or nothing ranains in either. 

FABLE L. 
The two Dogs. 

Our own moderation will not Jecure us from dijturbance, 
if we connetl ourfelves with men of turbulent and 
litigious difpofitions. 



I N D E X. 

FA B L E LI. 

Death and Cupid. 

The youngjho~dd not atl, as tho' they were exempt from 
Death : nor the old forget to guard againfl the 

fooleries of Love. 
F A B L E til. 

The Mock-bird. 

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons who 
pojfejs no one talent bejide. 

F A B L E LIII. 
The Spectacles. 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as if 
each Jaw them thro' a diffeTent medium; our attach
ment to theje opinions are as fixed and firm, as if 
all jaw them thro' the medium of truth. 



I N D . E X 
T 0 THE 

T H I R D B 0 0 K. 

FABLE I. 
J 1\1 IT A T I 0 N may be paTdonable, wheu emula

tion would be PTifwnptuous. 

F A B L E II. 
The two Bees. 

Moderation and intempeTance reward and jJUnjjk them~ 
]elves. 

F A B L E III. 
The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

Ajlrong point of light is asfavouTable tomeTit, as it 
is dejtruelive to impofiure. 

FABLE IV. 
The Ofhich and the Pelican. 

T he plecifures of parental fondnejs make large amends 
faT its anxieties. 

FA B L E V. 
The Hounds in Couples. 

Mutual compliances are necif.[ary to matrimonial hap
pinif.r. 



I N D E :X. 
FABLE VI. 

The Mifer and the Magpye. 
2vfen are jeldom found to condemn tkemfelves; other

wife than by the cenju?'e they pafs upon their own 
f aults in other people. 

FA B L E VII. 
The Senfitive Plant and the Thifile. 

Both a mild difpojition, and a vindieiive temper, gene
rally meet with jititable retu?'ns. 

F A B L E VIII. 
. -

The Poet and the Death-watch. 
The juggeflions of vanity are as delufive as thofe of 

Juperjtition. 
F A B L E IX. 

Pythagoras and the Critic. 

To e.ftimate the works of others by the Jole flandard of 
Ottr own conceptions is always prefitmptuous, and 
~ften ridiculous. 

FA B L E X. 
The Bear. 

Religious opinions are by no means the proper objeeis of 
ridicule. 

FA B L E XL 
The Stork and the Crow. 

vT'e jhould never place the ~nee of religion in the mere 
obfervance of rites and ceremonies. 



I N D E X. 
FABLE XII. 
Echo and the Owl. 

The vain believe their imaginary perjeelions engrofs 
the attention of all mankind. 

F A B L E XIII. 

Prometheus. 
The bl1fing of hope is better adajJted to the flate of 

mortals, than the gift rif prifcience. 

F A B L E XIV. 
Momus . . 

It is hardly poffible to dejJrive malevolence of every oc-
cajion for a cavil. 

FABLE XV. 
The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 

Fops may boafl of their extenjive tmvels, but 'tis only 
a few difcerning perfons that make a jJrojJer 'Life rif 
them. 

FA B L E XVI. 
The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower. 

To refl in jecond cazifes without reference to the fir:fl, 
is both impious and abjuTd. 

FA B L E XVII. 
The Magpye and the Raven. 

The fop who prides himfelj upon a large acquaintance 
is but jeldom capable rif real fi·ienc!JMp. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Diamond and the Load-fl:one. 

The greatefl merit is often concealed under the ntqfl 
unpromifing appearances. 

FABLE XIX. 
The Boy and the Nettle. 

There a?'e certain pe1jons who requiTe to be treated 
rather with fpirit and rifolution, than either tender
nifs or deluacy. 

FABLE XX. 
The Monfl:er in the Sun. 

The fault we many th~es impute to a character, is only 
to be found in the mind of the olferveT. 

FA B L E XXI. 
The d.i.fcontented Bee. 

Tlte plecifures of life would be a ballance for the pains; 
did we not increaje the latter by our own perverje
nejs. 

FABLE XXII. 
The Snipe Shooter. 

vVe often mifs our jJoint by dividing our attention. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 

'Tis mifery to depend upon patrons, whrife circumflances 
make their chnrity necejfary at home. 
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I N U .E X. 

FABLE XXIV. 

The Sun and the Vapour. 

Truth, tho' vanijhed, returns again; Jlande?" is never 
of a durable nature. 

FABLE XXV. 

Love and Folly. 

Folly has often too great an influence in the diretlion of 
our amours. 

FABLE XXVI. 

The Eclipfe. 

The favours of the great are too ~[ten obflrutled by the 
invidious offices of their mean dependents. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Boy and the Butterfly. 

An immoderate purjuit of pleajures is generally deflruc
tive of its objeel. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 

The Toad and the Ephemeron. 

A lazy reliance on the anti'quity of a family, is by far 
lejs honourable than an honefl induflry. 

FABLE XXIX. 

The Peacock. 

The parrade and ceremony belonging to the great, are 

often a re.ftraiut upon their freedom and activity. 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XXX. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

We jhould never r;flimate things beyond our reach, by 
the narrow flandard of our own capacities. 

FABLE XXXI. 
The Elm-tree and the Vine. 

People who pride themjelves upon their indejJendence, 
often flight ruonomy, the Jole foundation of it. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Lauruilinus and the Rofe. 

That friend is highly to be rifpeeled at all times, whoje 
jriendjhip is chiefly diflinguijhed in adve1jity. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 

An excifs of delicacy is to be conjidered rather as an 
infirmity, than as a virtue. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon. 

W e conquer many evils at .fir.ft with facility, which be
ing long neglected become U1ifurmountable. 

FABLE XXXV. 

. The Tulip and the Rofe. 
Estreme beauty will often captivate; but 'tis internal 

rnerit that jecures the conquefl. 
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I N D E X. 

FABLE XXXVI. 
The Woodcock and the Mallard. 

A voracious appetite, and a fondnifs for daintiesy 
equally take off our attention from more material 
concerns. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The t\'\'0 Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

A perfon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the 
firfl miflake is irretrievable, or fatal. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Stars and the Sky-Rocket. 

Pretenders to merit are always more vain than thqfo 
who really pqjfejs it. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

HU?nility extenuates any crime, of which hypocrify 
and impudence au equal aggravations. 

FABLE XL. 
The Snail and the Statue. 

'Tis the fate of en·uy to attack thoje charaelers, that are 
Juperior to its malice. 

FABLE XLI. 
The Water-fall. 

A generous nature will find rejources in ceconomy, for 
the occajional exertion of beneficence and hofpita
lity. 



I N D E X. 
F A B l, E XLII. 

The Oak and the Sycamore. 
He who is p1d[ed up with the lea.ft gale ~~ profperity, 

will as juddenly fink beneath ~he blafls of misfortune. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 

Conzrnon honefly is a better principle, than what we 
often compliment with the name of heroifm. 

F A B L E XLIV. 
The Mufhroom and the Acorn. 

The man who values hinifelj too highly upon his birth, 
has jeldom much claim to any other merit. 

FABLE XLV. 
Wifdom and Selfifhnefs. 

Cunning jeems to differ from wifdom, more in the end 
that it propofes to iifelj, than in the means that it 
employs 

FA B L E XLVI. 
The Toad and the Gold-fifh. 

Beauty joined with innocence is univerjally refpeeled; 
malice added to diformity, as univerjally abhoned. 

F A B L E XLVII. 
The Hermit. 

The goodnejs of Providence apparent in his works, is 
a proper motive for our tranquility amidjt every ex
ertion of his power. 



I N D E X . 

F A B L E XL VIII. 
The Dove. 

1~he love of liberty, in well co1'0ituted minds, holds a 
place little iriferior to that of natural cif.JeElion. 

FABLE XLIX. 
The Nightingale and Bullfinch. 

Learning is undoubtedly of the utmojt advantage to 
1·eal genius: yet, when put in competition, the funds 
of the one are limited; and if the other ine:>:,hazif
tible. 

FABLE L. 
The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey. 

Litigious perfons Jeldom confider before they go to law~ 
whether the conquefl will be worth the cojl-. · 

FA B L E LI. 
The King-fifher and the Sparrow, 

Men's natural tempers wiLL befl direct them to ~heir jJro
jJer jphere, in the purjuit ~~ hajJpinejs. 

FA B L E LII. 
The Spider and the Bee. 

The candid reader will reajJ imjJrovement, where the 
· froward critic finds only matter of cerifure. 

F I N I S. 


















