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Is not the earth

With warious living creatures, and the air

Replenifbed, and all thofe at thy command

Do come and play before thee ? Knowweft thou not

T heir languoge and their ways ? They alfo know,

And reafon not contemptibly : avith thefe 4§
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T H'E
PR O R A G

HE Fables of Efop bave always been

eftcemed the befl leffons for youth, as
being well adapted to convey the moft ufe-
ful maxims, in a very agreeable manner,
Accordingly, many writers, both in verfe
and profe, bave endsnvoured to clothe 1hem
in an Bnglith drefs. It would ill become
the Author of this work to animadvert
upon their labours : but be thinks 1t may
be faid with truth, and be hopes with mo-
defty, that nothing of this kind, which has
been publifbed in profe, can Juftly difcour=
age bim _from the prefent undertaking.

In forming this collection, he bas en-
deavoured to diftinguifh, by two feparate
Boaé;, the refpective compofitions of the

a 3 earlier
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earlier and later mythologifls; and be trufis
1t will not be found that he hay often been
miftaken in this diftribution, tho’ an error
of that kind might perbaps appear of no
great importance. His principal aim was
2o felect fuch Fables as would make the
Jfirongeft and moft ufeful impreffions on the
minds of youth ; and then fo offer them in
fuch unaffeited language, as might buve
fome tendency to umprove their fiyle. If
i this be Shor:1d be allowed to bave ar all
Jucceeded, the work, if is prcfumed, wilf
not be unferviceable to young readers, nor
wholly uneatertaining to perfons of ma-
turer judgment., ‘

To thefe be bas wentured to add 4
third Book, confifting entirely of original
Fables ; and be offers it to the Public
with all the diffidence which ought to
accompany modern productions, when they

appmr
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appear confunction qwith writings of
eftablifhed reputation. Indeed, whatever
hopes be bas, that the prefent work may
be favourczély received, arife chiefly from:
the confideration, that be has been af-
[fifted in it by gentlemen of the moft diftin-
guifbed abilities ; and that feveral, both
of the old and the new Fables, are nof
awritten by bunfelf, but by authors with
awhom it is an bonour to be conneiled ;
and who baving condefcended to favour
bim with their affiffance, have given bim
an opportunity of making fome atonement
for his own defells. '

The life of Efop pirefied to the former
editions of thefe F ables, baving been
thought not_fo full and fatisfactory as it
might bave been, a learned and ingentous
Jfriend bas been fo kind as to confult the
ancient writers who bave made any meri~

a4 tion
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twon of Efop. He hopes be bas added
many facts and anecdotes of bis life, not
hitherto taken wotice of 5 and that he
bas fet: bis charater in o clearer and
better light than it has bitherto ap-
peared,

A NEW
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EN recording the lives of fuch perfons as
have made themfelves remarkable only
by their writings, and who flourifhed at a
very wide diftance from cur own times, the
great difficulty, in general, is to collet fuf-
fcient memorials : but in olving an account
of Efop, there arifes a particular difficulty,
from the many falfehoods which have -been
fo long and {o confidently afferted concern--
ing him. I fhall therefore firft endeavour to -
clear the ground from thefe; and then to-
colle& from writers of good credit what may -
be related of him with more probability.
The great diftorter both of Efop’s life and:
perfon, 1s one Planudes, an eaftern monk, .
who lived at Conftantinople * toward the end
of the 14th century. He publifhed feveral
Fables in Greek, under the name of Efop,
and prefixed a life of him to his edition’of
them ; in which ‘he is fuppofed ®, by very
good judges, to have confounded the orien-
tal fabulift, Lokman, with Efop; and to
have attributed what may have been true of

a Fabricius {ays he flourifhed in the year 1380, Bibl.
Graca, Lib. 3. cap. 28. p. 693,
¢ Sale’s Koran, p, 335 .
a0 the
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the former, to the latter. I.okman © is de-
feribed as deformed, of a black complexion,
with thick lips, and fplay feet: Planudes
has fince formed his picture of Efop; and
the artifts have been too ready to follow his
defcription of him ¢ almoft ever fince. Pla-
nudes, as ufual, does this without any au-
thority from the Greek and Roman writers

who preceded him ; and takes the fame li-
berty, in making Efop travel into Affyria
and Egypt. He has not only abufed his
perfon, but reprefents him more like an idle
buffoon than a man of deep morality and
great wi{dom, which feems to have been his
true character. Planudes is alfo © fuppofed
to have written many of the Fables himfelf,
which he gave to the world as Efop’s : and,
indeed, his fi€tions very often betray their
author, who was a mean writer as well as a
falfe one. 1In the Fables he makes Efop
quote f Euripides, who was not born till al-
moft 80 years after his death ; and fpeaks of
the & Pireeus as the port of Athens, which

¢ Sale’s Koran, p. 335.

3 Alfop, although a writer on the fide of Mr. Boyle,
in the famous difpute with Dr. Bentley, prefixed a pic-
ture of Efop to his Fables, in which he is reprefented
as a handfome perfon,

¢ By Vavaflor, de ludrica di&tione, p. 21. and Hen-
ry Stevens, who in his Thefaurus Linguze Gracz has
never quoted his Fables.  Bayle, Art. Zf, Note K.

 Bayle, Art. /E{. Note B.

"% Bayle, ibid. Note K. 42.

43 did
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did not exift till above 8o years later. De-
mades the rhetorician is the fubjet of one
of them, who was a rival of Demofthenes,
and confequently lived above 150 years after
Efop: and in the moral of another, he goes
{o far as to mention * the order of monks,
which did not fubfift till near a thoufand
years after him. In the fame manner, in the
life of Efop, he makes him go to the court
of Neanebus in Egypt; whereas Nectane-
bus did not reign there till 200 years after-
wards: he carries him likewife to that of
King Lycerus at Babylon, who never reign-
ed there at all ; and indeed is only a king of
his own creation.

From all thefe fi&tions, miftakes, and ab-
furdities, when confidered together, it muft
fufficiently appear, that Planudes ought to
be rejetted, as an evidence of no credit at
all; and I fhall therefore, in the following
account, lay him entirely afide : together with
Philoftratus’s tale of Mercury’s vifit to Efop,
in the early part of his life ; and thofe other
legendary ftories of his being engaged * in

» He alfo makes him ufe words and fentiments in
the fcripture ftile rather than the heathen. Bayle,
Note K. 43.

I Meziriac’s life of Efop, chap. 8. Both men-
tioned by Bayle, Art. ZE{. Notes C and N..—What
Photius quotes from an ancient writer, feems to be only
the title of a chapter. Q; Awwr®:, araigedas vwo
AeADiwy,y avebiwoe, xal cvsepaynae Toig EAMTs wegs Qsppa=
wvang. Bibliotheg, Numb. 190.

5 two
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two battles, and writing two books, after he
was dead.

To leave thefe wild and vifionary writers
for fomething more certain, it appears from
authors of very good credit, that Efop flou-
rifhed in the * time of the feven famous fages
of Greece: and notwithftanding almoft as
many ' countries might lay in their claim for
him, as there were cities which contended:
for being the birth-place of Homer, he was.
moft probably a native of Phrygia. Many.
authors affirm it, in general ; and one in par-
ticular fays that he was born in * Cotizum,
a city of that province in.the Leffer Afia.

Efop was probably of low parentage ; for.
the whole that we hear of him in his youth 1s,
that he wasa® thepherd’s boy, and afterwards
a flave. His firft mafter, in that capacity,

* Laertius; in Chilo.

_! Maximus Tyrius names Sardis in Lydia, for the -
birth-place of Efop, Difl 20 ; and Phrygia, Diff. 33.
~——— Julian, the ifland of Samos. Orat. 7+ Pe 207 ———
Suidas, the ifland of Samos, &c. The {choliaft of ,
Ariftophanes, and Heraclides (in Gronovius Thef, Gr.
Tom. vi. p. 2897.) Mefembra, a city in Thrace,—
And befides feveral of the perfons before mentioned,
Lucian, Phadrus, Aulus Gellius, and Stobzus, {peak
of bim as a Phrygian. So that the weight of autho-
rity is much the moft prevalent for his being born in
Phrygia ; and if the account of the proverb (mentioned
p- xviii.) be true, that alone would make all other
authorities quite unneceflary.

m Suidas.

» Philoftratus, in the life of Appolonius, Lib. 56. 5.
was
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was ° Carefias of Athens. In that city he
had a fair opportunity of learning the Gre-
cian language in its perfeétion: “and there
alfo he might be led to the thought of writ-
Ing Fables, from the mode of inftruction
tth in fathion, which was by conveying it
m moral fentences, or proverbs: and a Fa-
le (in Efop’s manner) is nothing elfe but

a ﬁory invented for that purpofe. It is alfo
faid (and 1 think with very good reafon) that
Efop chofe this method ?, becaufe his ftation
as a {lave would otherwife have weakened
his authority;, which defeét he was willing
to fupply by the firength and beauty of his
allegories. :
His next mafter after Carefias was © Xan-
thus; and his third, Idmon ’, furnamed the
Wife, of the ifland of Samos. It was with
the Iaft that he had the famous Rhodopis
for his fellow-flave, according to Herodotus
and Plutarch; and according to Pliny °, the
was

® Meziriac, ch. z. from Aphthonius, Bayle calls
him Carafius, as from Meziriac.

P Ibid. ch. 3. probably from Phadrus Introd.
to Lib. 3. ver. 33 to 38
% Suidas.

r So Platarch calls him ; de ferd numinis vindi&a,’
P 5565 557.~—————<Herodotus calls him Jadmon,
Buguicsrggs

* Minimam ex his (the pyramids of Eg; pt) fed lau-
datifimam, a Rhodope meritricula faétam, Afopi,
fabularum philofophi, conferva quondam, & contuber-
nalis, hec fuit, Plin. L. 36, c. /32,

Contubernalis
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was his wife or mate, during his fervitude
there. It was the fame Rhodopis, who af-
terwards became fo celebrated, and fo ex-
tremely  rich.  Idmon was fo much pleafed
with the behaviour and wifdom of Efop, that
after having been fome time in his fervice,
he gave him * his liberty.

- Efop, after having obtained his freedom,
gradually acquired fo great a reputation,
that at length he was confidered as equal
to the moft celebrated ¥ of the {even fages of

Contubernalis fignified of old the (wife or) mate of
aflave— Qualicunque villico contubernalis mulier affig-
nanda eft, quz contineat eum, & in quibufdam rebus
adjuvet. Columella, de Re Ruft, L. 1. c. 8.—Con-
tubernalis mulier proprié dicitur fervi; nam uxoris
nomen in liberd tantum ponitar. Scazvola, de fidei
Com. Lib. Leg. Thais 45, S. 15.—Contubernium
proprie fervile connubium. ~ Paul. Lib. Sent. z.¢. 10.

There is fome reafon to imagine they were a re-
markably handfome couple: for as fhe is faid to have
had her name from the beauty of her complexion
(e0dov & wric), he feems to me to have had his from the
particular fparkling of his eyes (aiow, the future tenfe
of widuw; & wil).

t She made a noble prefent to the temple at Delphi,
from the tenth of her fubftance, according to Herodo-
tus; and Pliny {ays fhe built one of the famous pyra-
mids of Egypt. Nat. Hift. Lib. 36. ¢c. 12. Herodo-
tus fays, the pyramid afcribed to her was built long
before her time ; and that though fhe was very rich, fhe
could not have been able to fuftain the immenfe charge
of that building. B. z. ch. 134, and 135.

® Meziriac, ch. 4. from the Scholiaft on Ariftopha-
nes’s Aves, Herodotus, and Plutarch,

¥ Meziriac, chap. 5.

Greece,
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Greece, his contemporaries ;' fo that what
Horace faid of Stertinius, perhaps in his
humorous way *, ¢ That he was the eighth
of the wife men,” might be faid of Efop
very ferioufly ; nay, there are fome who very
much prefer his manner of inftruction to
that of the philofophers juft mentioned ¥,
and give good reafons for their opinion. He
was well acquainted with thofe great men,
particularly with Solon and Chilo. - He was
received with them in the court # of Peri-
ander, King of Corinth, who himfelf was
one of the number; and in that of Creefus,

King of Lydia, in his capital of Sardis. He
was much beloved * by that prince; and it
was’ in his court -that Efop’ thewed he had'
more wifdom, or at leaft more political wif-
dom, than all of them, on the following oc-
cafion : Creefus °, after having fhewn thefe
fages the magnificence of his court, and the

vaftnefs of hxs riches, afked them, Whom'

* Hor, Lib. 2. fat, 3. 29 6
¥ ZBfopus ille, e Phrygia fabulator, haud immeritd
{apiens exiftimatus eft : quum quz utilid monitu fuafu-
ue erant, non {everé, non imperiose, precepit & fen.
hut, ut Philofophis mos et ; fed feftivos.delectabil e(quc—:
apologos commentus, res iambrlter ac prolpicienter:
animadverfas, in mentes animofque hominum cam au-
diendi quadam 111ecebxa induxit.  Aulus Gellius, Noc-
tes Atk L. 2.0 ‘
z Sent Lhuher by Creefus : Plutarch’s Convivium
‘npicnt
Asaﬂu e mepa Keoias ¢;>\au,=vog Suidas, Art. zzﬂfbpao.
¥ Meziriac, ch. 5.—Plutarch in the Life of Solon.

they
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they thought the happieft man?”" Some of
them named one, and fome another : Solon:
(whom I think without injury we may look.
upon as fuperior to all the reft) in his anfwer
gave two inftances.. The firft was that of
one Tellus, a poor Athenian, but of great
virtues ; who had eminently diftinguifhed.
himfelf by his care and education of. his fa-
mily, and at laft loft his life in fighting for
his country :. the other was of two brothers,
who had given a very remarkable proof of
their filial piety, and were in reward for it
taken out of this life by the Gods, the very
night after they had performed fo dutiful an
action: and concluded with adding, that he
had given. fuch inftances, becaufe no one
could be pronounced happy before his death,
Efop, who was one of the company, and
perceived that the King was not well fatisfied.
with any of their anfwers, being afked the
fame queftion, replied,  That for his part
he was perfuaded that Creefus had as much
pre-eminence in happinefs over all other
men, as the fea has over all the rivers.” The
King was fo much pleafed with this compli-
ment, that he eagerly pronounced that fen-
tence, which afterwards became a common
proverb, ““ The Phrygian has hit the mark !>
Soon after this happened, Solon took his
leave of Creefus, and was. difmiffed very
coolly. Efop, on his departure, accom-
panied him part of his journey, and as they

were
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were on the road, took an opportunity of
faying to him, ¢ 0 Solon, either we muft
not fpeak to kmgs, or we muft fay what will
pleaie them.” ¢ On the contrary,” replied
Solon, ¢ we thould either not {peak to kings
at all, or we thould give them good and ufe-
ful advice <. So great was the fteadinefs
of the chief of the fages, and fuch the court-
linefs of Efop.

Meziriac, in his life of Efop ¢, feems,
like a true Frenchman, to be pleafed with
him for this inftance of his complaifance. He
fays, that “ his refiding in the court of fo
mighty a king as Craeefus, rendered him more
polite than moft of the other philofophers of
his time, more compliant with the humour
of princes, and more reconciled to monar-
chical government.” Efop gave another in-
{tance of the latter, in a vifit which he made
to Athens, foon ° after Pififtratus, by his
artifices practifed on the people, had attained
the higheft point of his ambition, and made
himfelf matter of his country. The people
repented of what they had done, and began
to murmur : Efop, on this occafion, inftead
of inventing a Fable to thew Pififtratus how
glorious it would be for him to reftore li-
berty to the Athenians, compofed one to
perfuade that people to fubmit quietly to the

¢ Plutarch’s Life of Solon.
4 Chap. 5.
¢ Phadrus, Lib. 1. Fab. 2, 6.
power
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power which he had ufurped over them. It
1s one of the firft of thofe which Phedrus
has tranflated from Efop. In his introduc-
tion to it, Phadrus { intimates that Pififtra.-
tus was a good prince; and it is very true,
that in his adminiftration ¢ he was not a bad
one: but had not Efop been fo well recon-
ciled to monarchical government, as Mezi-
riac thinks, and as Plutarch ® proves he was,
he would naturally have taken the part of
the enflaved people, rather than that of their
enflaver.

- Efop,however,inall inftances where courts
and the mafters of them were not concerned,
feems to have gone as far in the purfuit of
wifdom as any of the fages. When? Chilo,
one of the feven, afked him, while yet but a
young man, ““ What God was doing ?” Efop
immediacely anfwered, « That he was de.
prefling the proud, and exalting the hum-
ble:” an anfwer which Mr. Bayle calls ©
wonderful, and defcants very largely upon .
it. Remarkable too was his idea of the
miferies of mankind, as appears from an ob.
fervatica he frequently made’, ¢* That Pro.
metheus, having taken earth to form man.

f Phzdrus, Lib. 1. Fab. 3y 7

& Platarch, in his Life of Solon.

" In the little difpute between him and Solon at the
banquet of the Sages, p. 151, C, &c.

! Laertius, Art. Chilo.

* Bayle, Art, Z&f. note I.

“ Mez. chap. 6. From Themiftius : Orat. 32.

kind,
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kind, tempered and moiftened it not with
water, but with tears.,” From this little fpe-
cimen of his fentiments and refle€tions ™, one
cannot but regret our not having a greater
number of them preferved to us. '
Efop dedicated his fervices, in the latter
part of his life, to Creefus ; and, after fome
other embaffies or employs, was {ent by that
monarch * to the city of Delphi, with a large
{fum of money, in order to offer magnificent
facrifices to Apollo, and to diftribute © four
minze of filver to each'citizen.’ ‘During his
refidence among them, he conceived fo great
a diflike to the manners and ‘morals of the
Delphians, and fpoke of their mifconduct
with fo much freedom, that he extremely
provoked them. Among other things, he
reproached them with having f{carcely any

™ His idea in regard to proper relaxations of the
mind, is exprefled in the ftrong oriental way by Phe-
drus, in the fourteenth Fable of his third Book : and
he makes him {peak with a great air of authority on
another occafion, where he reprefents him as wifer
than all the people of Athens taken together :

O fi maneret condito fenfus patri,
Quam graviter ferret, quod voluntatem fuam
Interpretari non potuiffent Attici !

Lib. 4. Fab. 4.
» Scholiaft on Ariftophanes’s Wafps, ver. 1437; and

Plutarch on the Certainty of the Divine Vengeance,
though deferred, tom. ii. p. 557

® Twelve pounds a man ; the filver mina being
twelve ounces, or three pounds of our money, accord~
ing to Ainfworth.

arable
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arable land ; and obferved, .« That were it
not for the great concourfe of ftrangers, and
the vaft offerings' made in their temple, they
would foon be reduced to the extremity of
hunger.” Notfatisfied with offending them
in words, he proceeded to deeds ; for hav-
ing performed the facrifices in the manner
that Creefus had ordered, he fent back the
reft of the money to the city of Sardis, as
judging the Delphians not worthy to partake
of the king’s liberality. =This irritated them
againft him to fuch a degree, that they con-
fulted how they might be revenged ; and
accordingly entered into a confpiracy to take
away his life by a notorious piece of villainy.
‘They hid among his baggage one of ® the
golden veffels confecrated to Apollo; and
foon after Efop was fet out on his return, they
difpatched meflengers after him, who over-
took him in his way to Phocis, charged him
with the theft, and on fearching produced
the veflel which they themf{elves had procured
to be fecretly conveyed into his baggage.
Upon  this pretence they immediately drag
him to Delphi, throw him into prifon, accufe
him of {acrilege, and fentence him to be pre-
cipitated from the rock Hyampia ; which
was their ufual punithment for facrilegious
perfons. As they were on the point of throw-
ing him down the rock, he obtained leave to

P Ariﬁoph. and Theraclides, in. Gronov. Thef. Gr.
tom. 6. p. 2830, ‘

fpeak
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fipeak in his defence ; and delivered, in his
wufual manner, a Fable. It was that of the
Eagle * and the Beetle ; the purport of which
was to fhew, ¢ That the weakeft may fome-
times procare vengeance againft the moft
powertful, when greatly mJured by them.”

But the enraged Delphians paid no regard
cither to his F able, or its Moral ; they only
increafed their clamours aoainft him, and
without any mercy hurried_him down the
precipice.  However, Heaven (as the old
writers obferve) did inflit that vengeance.
on the Delphians, which he had thus, in a
fort of prophetic {pirit, foretold. Their land
was rendered barren, and they were afflicted
with many ftrange diftemvers, for feveral
years afterwards. In this diftrefs they con-
{ulted the oracle ; and were anfwered, that
all their miferies were owing to the unjuft
condemnation and death of Efop. In con-
fequence of this anfwer, they caufed a pro-
clamation to be made, by found of trumpet,
at fome of the moft public feafts and general
meetings of the Greeks, that ¢ whoever
bore any relation to Efop, and would demand
fatisfattion for his death, was defired to come
and exact it from the Delphians, in what

¢ Mentioned by the Scholiaft on Ariftoph. in Pace,
V. 177, and Vefp. 1437. That Scholiaft gives us the
Fable itfelf in a manner a good deal different from the
modern way of telling the ftory ; but I fhould imagine
not in fo good an one, Efop probably told it himfelf.

manner
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manner he pleafed.” ‘There was none who
pretended to any right in this affair, till the
third generation ; when a Samian appeared,
named Idmon ', a grandfon of that Idmon,
who had been mafter of Efop in the ifiand
of Samos: and the Delphians, having made
him the fatisfaétion he defired, were deliver-
ed from their calamities. e oy g
According to Eufebius, the death of Efop
happened in the * fourth year of .th fifty-
fourth Olympiad ; which was 561 years be-
fore the Chriftian Zra. |
1f we were to follow probability rather than
the laffertions of fome writers in the lower
ages, I fhould be more apt to think that Efop
was of a handfome countenance and fhape,
than ugly and deformed ; notwithftanding
the general prepoffeffion -to the contrary,
which has prevailed for the three or four laft
centuries. . There is no author quoted as fay-
ing any thing to the difadvantage of Efop’s
perfon, till after the fall of all the arts and
{ciences, and almoft a thoufand years after
his death. The firft writer quoted in fup-
port of this groundlefs opinion is Stobzus ,
who has it from I don’t know whom; and
what is faid by this unknown perfon, relates

* Herodotus ; and Plutarch, de feri numinis vindi&ta.

® Bayle, Art, Zf{. Note C. Meziriac fays, the firft of
the fifty-fourth Olympiad, chap. vi.

¢ Efop died 561 years before our Zra, and Stobzus
(according to Blair’s Tables) lived in the beginning
of the fifth century after Chrift,

only
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only to the air of Efop’s * countenance ; for
there is not a word intimated of his refem-
bling an Ethiop, or of his being deformed
in any part of his body. Planudes was the
firlt who propagated any fancies of the latter
kind ; and that probably from his taking ™
another perfon for Efop ; and not till * about
two thoufand years after the death of this
celebrated mythologift. There is no occa-
fion to oppofe this notion of Planudes by
fearching for any exprefs authorities againft
him ; it having been o fully proved before ’,
that he has tortally deftroyed all his awn cre-
dit himfelf,

Philoftratus, in his*account of feveral pic-
tures in the time * of the Antonines, gives us
one, in which Efop is the principal figure.
‘The painter reprefents him before his own

* He fays, that Efop being reproached for having a
four countenance, anfwered, ¢ Regard not my looks,
but my mind.”” This anonymous authority from Sto-
bzus, I fhould think, might be much over-halanced by
that of Philoftratus, who lived long before Stobzus ;
and in his piQure of Efop gives him a Pleafing coun~
venance, even while he is meditating. <08 opas 71y
vPawer pulor® o yap ueidiaun Ty WEOTWTY, 1tk ok oPBauas
vl g yng esales, vslo MAsciy,  Oider o é’w'ypoo@@-, ol e
vy 08wy Pooilide; avsspusimg Tag Yuxns deavles, Phil, Eux, ¥

¥ 'Seep. xi

* He flourithed 1941 years after the death of Efop.
See note 3, p. xi.

¥ See pp. xi1 and xiii,

z In Icon. Art, MvSe,

* From the year 138 to 179 of our Zra,

b houfe ;
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houfe; there the Geniufes ® of the feveral
forts of Efopian Fables approach him with
pleafure and regard, as the chief inventor and
writer of Fables. ‘As fuch they adorn him
with wreaths of Sowers, and crown him with
olive-branches. He has a pleafing finile
/’_gpon his countenance ; and at the fame time
his eyes are fixt upon the ground, as being
/then compoling a Fable; and compofing it*©
" with that humour and gaiety for which he
was fo remarkable.  There are feveral men
and {everal beafts intermixt, that form a fort
of circle round him; and among the latter,
the Fox is particularly diftinguithed ; Efop
aking as much ufe of him m his Fables, as

the dramatic writers do of Davus in their
Comedies. There is a great deal of fenfe *
(fays Philoftratus) expreft in the picture m
general ; and particularly, in the looks and

b There were, probably, three of thefe Geniufes in
the picture ; the Efopian Fables being divided into three
forts : <¢ the rational, in which Men only are introduc-
ed; the charactered, where only Beafts, under charallers
aflioned to them ; aud the mixt, in which both Men
and Beafts are concerned.”” From Aphthonius, in Prea-
exercitam. one of the Teftimon. in Nevelet’s edition.

The Genius of each fort of the lefler Fables is made
to attend Efop here, as perfons ; in the {fame manner
that the Genius of the greater or Epic Fable attends
Homer, in the famous relievo of his Apotheofis

¢ This feems to be the intent of the painter, tho’
Philoftr.tus gives another turn to it. ey o {wyeapCr,
fays he, ol @h TWY /J_\v.e&); ¢gu'fhé\sg OLYEBLEVTS TG :1.';;:7,; gsoﬂas.

& MineooPes 1 yeaPns ok VA TWY Mvbwy cwplor.

attitudes
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attitudes of the three Geniufes, that are pay-
ing their regards to him. ‘

In this picture the countenance of Efop is
‘very well reprefented, as partly pleafant and
partly grave; but Plutarch has given us a
much fuller and ftronger picture of his
thoughts and manner of converfation. ’Tis
1n his Fealt of the Sages, at the court of Pe-
riander King of Corinth, who himfelf was
one ¢ of the feven. As this is perhaps onz
of the moft valuable remains of antiquity—
that is left to us, and as Efop has a confider-
able fhare in it, I fhall take the liberty of
inferting 1t very much at large, though it
will bear no proper proportion to the reft of
his life : but I think it cannot be unaccept-
able to the reader; and heartily with that
the whole was tranflated into Englith by
fome abler hand.

Periander, while the reft of the wife men
were all 1n his court, invites them, and feve-
ral f others, to a feaft in one of his pleafure-

houfes,

¢ The other fix are Thales, Solon, Cleobulus, Chi-
lo, Bias, and Pittacus: to whom, fays Laertius, fome
add Anacharfis the Scythian, Mufo the Kenean, Pere-
cydes the Syrian, Epimenides of Crete, and Pififtratus
the tyrant of Athens. In Proem. § 13.

f Befides Periander, and the fix Sages (firft mentioned
in the note before), there were Efop, and Anacharfis
the Scythian ; Meliffa, the wife of Periander ; Eumetis
her attendant, daughter of Cleobulus, one of the Sages,
and herfelf fometimes called Cleobuline, or the Little
Female Sage ; Naucratites (alfo called Niloxenus) fent

b 2 to
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houfes, near the city of Corinth, where he
was to make a & particular facrifice to Venus,
It was at the foot of the Licaum, or eaftern
promontory of the Corinthian Ifthmus; a
place naturally very delightful ", and much
aflifted by art: for Periander was a ' lover of
.magnificence ; which, together with his be-

ing a tyrant, may poflibly account for Lu-

-cian’s © excluding him from his Elyfium.

Periander ordered a chariot for each of the
invited guefls, to convey them to the place.
When that which was provided for Thales
 arrives, he {miles ; is very much obliged, but
choofes to wa]I\ through the fields. He does
{o; and two ' other of the guefts accompany
* him. 1In their walk they meet with Alexi-
demus, natural fon of the tyrant of Miletus,

to confult Bias, and his brethren, by Amafis King of
Egypt; Mnefiphilus, from Athens; Diocles, a prieft
and angur in Periander’s fervice ; Ardalus, prieft of
the temple of the Mufes, founded by one of his ancef-
tors ; Cherfias, a poet ; and Cleodemus, a phyfician,

8 Periander had left off paying any devotions to
Venus, ever fince his mother had put an end to her life
for lcve ; .and this was his firft return to them, upon
fome dreams of his wife Melifla. Xylander’s Plu-
tarch, fol. vol. 1i. p. 146, D.

b Paufanias, in Corinthiacis.

¥ Plutarch, p. 148, B.

% Lucian fays, he faw Anacharfis, Zamolxes, Numa,
Lycurgus, Phocion, and Tellus, in Elyfium; ¢ and

all the feven Sages, except Periander.”” Tom. 1. p-

674, Ed. Bleau,
I Dioci s, the prieft and augur ; and Naucratites,
the emoaffador from Amafis, King of Egypt.

3 returning
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returning from the villa, in a' very great heat.
A place, it feems, at the lowellt table had
been afiigned for him ; and he could not bear
to {it beneath ¢ Aolians and Iflanders, and
» people that nobody knows.” They pafs
him, and laugh at his folly. When they come
to the dining-room, Thales afks aloud,
«« Which was the place his countryman had
refufed 2 and, when it was fhewed to him, {its
down in it. Efop opens the converfation ;
and, in order to ridicule the behaviour of
Alexidemus, begins with telling a Fable of
the arrogant Mule mortified. After the tables
were cleared, and garlands diftributed to each
“of the guefts by Meliffa, the wife of Perian-
der, Anacharfis fays fomething;, a little fevere-
ly, on the Grecian fathion of ufing mufical
inftruments in their worfhip of the Gods: and
as this might have produced too ferious a
debate, Efop turns it off * with a jeft.

One of this venerable company was Nauw
cratités, fent by Amafis, King of Egypt, to
confult Bias, and the other wife men, on a
letter he had received from the King of
Ethiopia. Itwas a cuftom amongft the learn-
ed in thofe days, to fend ° wile fentences,

and
\

B Asoheig, % vnoilesy % Tivag. Plutarch, p- 148, F,

n Plutarch, p. 150, E.

o The tafte of the knowing, in Efop’s time, was to
ftudy rales for the conduct of life ; and to make wife
fentences, or proverbs, for the fame purpofe. At their
tables, they often put queftions of this {ort to be an-

b’y {wered,
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and puzzling queftions, to one another; and
this intercourfe was carried on even between
perfons of different nations. This letter was
of the latter kind; and required Amafis to
drink up the fea. It is read, and the * difi-
culty evaded by Bias. Cleodemus, the phyfi-
cian, fpeaks very juftly againft thefe difficulr
and puzzling queftions, but is as unkind in
Apecifying, ¢ That they were like Fumetis’s
riddles, and fit only to be played with by
women.” Eumetis (who was prefent as an

fwered, feverally, by as many as chofe to do jt. They
alfo fent moral queftions from one kingdom to another,
and fometimes puzzling or enigmatical queftions, to
be refolved. The letter fent by Amafis to Bias was
one of the latter kind; and the queftion propofed
after it, of the former. The wards of the letter are
thefe :

Bagirsve AvyvnTiwy Apeaic Aeyes Biarls coQulals EArgywy..
Bacireve AiSiomwy EXEs WEos epus coQices o pusAAay. H77n/45voq
3 Tokg AAAGIS, €T wacs ounledeiney olomroy ETVTOLY AL 7:7‘ des~
Yory EXTTiELY HE HEAEUWY THY Sai.aca‘aav. Es O% Avoayls WEVS
EXYELY 2wLog TE ;57\ TONEVS TwWy Exesys [ 2] Avoah & KSEDY Twy
TECH Ei\z\?aﬂwm ATTOTNYOb s szxLa,usvog &y evdvg LTFOTE LT E
Nu?.og"syay' ade d: Qirois coig n rmo?-ﬂa;; 'ysvsoS‘at (LT R AT
® Tepa wwivees.  Plutarch, 151, C,

Thefe puzzling queftions, though much inferior to
the other fort, were not a corruption of them in thefe
times, but of the greateft antiquity ; as we find by the
contention between Homer and Hefiod (Plutarch in
Conviv. Sap. p. 154), and the riddle which Samfon
puts to the Philiftines, 1141 years before our Zra
(Judges xiv. 14).

P (Dgaéﬂw T Aoy (fays Bias) T8 eygukhoﬂag Eig
T 'ﬂ'i;-a"/”) @'075(—//.8§ E'rna'xsw, Ewg aw%g EXATTVY TMY yvacoy
Saraccay wreps Tavlne yae To e'.’rﬂouyy.a VEYOVEY, 8 TG Usk-
¢wr egopeing.  Plut, 151, C.

attendant
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attendant on Meliffa, and was a lady of the
greateft {weetnefs, modety, and wifdom) at
frft feemed inclined to anfwer him; but re-
ftrained herfelf, and bluthed. Efop, with
oreat good-nature, faved her from part of
her confufion, by making a jeft upon the
phyfician and his practice; and by that means
called off the eyes of the company from her
to him % Periander then defires each of
them to contribute fome wife fentence for the
benefit of Amafis and the company. Solon,
Bias, Thales, Anacharfis, Cleobulus, Pitta—
cus, and Chilo, gave each of them a piece of
advice for kings; and Periander being preft
to add his, faid, ¢ That the fentences which
they had given, were almoft fufficient to de=
ter any man of fenfe from reigning.” Efop,
on this, {peaks of the civility due to princes ;.
digrefles into a little difpute with Solon about
the preference of monarchical to republican
government 3 but for fear it fhould grow too
ferious,, foon turns it off (im his ufual way)
with a piece of humour. Naucratites then
refumes his bufinefs, and mentions * fome
other queftions from Amafis, which are an-
{wered by Thales. As the meffenger from
Amafis had now difpatched all his orders,
Mnefiphilus the Athenian propofes to the
company °, that as they had before given

9 Plutarch, 152, D.
* 1bid. 13-
s Ibid. 154, C.
b 4 thewr
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their thoughts of what might be ufeful te
kings, they would now give thern, as to what
might be beneficial to commonwealths *; and
the Sages fpeak each on this fubjet in a fen-
tentious manner.

Then Diocles, the prieft and augur of
Periander, propofes* that they may fay fome-
thing on the government of 3 houfe and fa-
mily ; fince each of the company prefent had
a houfe to govern, « | deny that,” fays
- Efop, for Anacharfis here has only a ¥

cart.”  Anacharfis anfwers him in his ufual
grave and folid manner, and defires that his
anfwer to him may at the fame time pafs as
his * club toward what was propofed by
Diocles.  The reft of the Sages give their
fentences, or fentiments, feverally, on the
fame fubjeét. : .

Here Melifla and Eumetis * withdraw ;
the company falls into a mixt converfation
and Efop, who had been blamed himfelf be-
fore for a digreflion from the fubject then in
hand, tells them a * Fable of the Wolf and

hepherds, to fhew that they themfelves

t Plutarch, 154, D and E.

“ Ibid, 155, A.

¥ Anacharfis was a Scythian ; and that people had
no fixt habitations, but lived in a fort of waggons, to
thift their places of abode whenever they chofe to do {o.

X Tavle % @poc Aicwmoy ATOEGIOIALy 3y Tpos Aboxdny
eupbans ouos. Plutarch; p. 155, B,

Y Plutarch, 155, D,

# Ibid. 156, A,

were
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were now guilty of the fame fault. Soon
after this, * the fubje&t of ceconomics is re-
fumed ; and Clecobulus being afked, What is
a comper:encyP begins with mentioning an
old vulgar ftory, about making a coat for
the moon ; and a Fable ofhfop s, on a dog’s
contra&mo himfelf in winter, and cxtcndmﬂr
himfelf in fummer and this enqmry about a
competency, leads them into ® a fuller con-
fideration of temperance and aliments.

In the clofe ofthls, Gorgias, the brother
of Pcrlander, comes in from 2 voyage ; and
gives an © account of the wonderful prefer-
vation of Arion by the Dolphins, who car-
ried him to thore when flung into the fea.
Efop ¢ (whether in jeft or fc'rlouﬂy) do¢s
rot leem to believe it: Diocles, in anfwer to
him, refers to the prefervation of Phryxus
and Helle; and Solon fays, “ Thefe things
are above our reach, and muft be left to the
Gods.” Several other ftories ¢ are told of
perfons affifted by Dolphins; and Anacharfis
reafons (as is his way) very gravely and
finely upon Providence. On their enquiry’s
growing too nice and particular, and Efop’s
quoting feveral verfes out of Homer, Sulon

& Plutarch, 157, A.

> Ibid. 157 to 160.
¢ Ibid. 160 to 162.
4 00 Aicwmag, C A vueic, On, xrevelde T £

KOOI ES, ,9 HOPAXASy £} 5‘.4?5701'70“ 357@5»5; de roavla
xeanevorlas.”’ Plutarch, 162 B.

¢ Plutarch, p. 163,
b s takes
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takes hold of that opportunity to quote a
verfe of Homer too, to put them in mind
of its drawing toward bed-time. Hef then
propofes a facrifice ; which they perform,
and depart.

It appears upon the whole, from what is *
recorded by Plutarch on this occafion, that
Efop’s converfation confifted of a mixture of
humour, wit, mirth, and good-nature ; and
the adapting, or making of Fables upon the
fpot, as occafions arofe : and immediately af-
ter the perufal of this piece, it firft came into
my thoughts, that Efop was perhaps a man
as full of wit and humour as our celebrated
Dr. Swift; for he fcarce ever fpeaks without
exercifing one or other of thofe talents. He
might poflibly have been as ® fatirical too,
tho’ in a more gay and lefs difobliging man-
ner : and, indeed, his good-nature is pointed
out as ftrongly as any part of his chara&er .
His wildom itfelf was gay and cheerful ; and
it was for that very reafon that he has been
fo often preferred to all the feven Sages of

f Plutarch, p. 164.

¢ Plutarch, in the entrance on this fubje@, {ays there
had been falfe accounts publithed of it, and propofes
his as a true one.

- « ra
h oy s Avowaros, okoy eAelxlivoc

E@n, &c. Plut.
p-152.—Derifor potits, quim deridendus Senex. Phad.
hib. 3. fab. 14.—For a remarkable inflance of his ha-
mour, very like Dr, Swift, {ee the fame, lib. 3,400, &,

# In his refcuing a lady of fo charming a charaler as
Eunretis from her confufion, p. 152, D,

Greece.
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Greece. He was free and open in his dif-
courfe : for he fpeaks frequently ; and tho”
there were {fo many in company , and {o
many of high rank and figure, he has (in a
manner) the firft and laft word in their con-
verfation. Plutarch too confirms what has
been obferved ! by others, that he was very
free in intermixing his Fableseven in the moft
common and familiar parts of his difcourfe,

I have ™ already mentioned the reafon why
Efop might choofe to write Fables: and
though he certainly was not " the inventor,
he excelled all others {o greatly in that way
of writing, that he has generally ° been re-

garded

k See note f, p. xxvil.

i In particular, by Prifcian. See below, note °

o P, xv.

n Prifcian mentions Archilochus as.a writer of Fables,
who flourithed above a century before Efop. (Bayle,
Note A.) Quintilian {fpeaks of Hefiod as the firft inven-
tor of them (id. ib.), who was two centuries earlier
than Archilochus ; and the Fable of jotham recorded
in fcripture (Judges, ch. ix. ver. 8—z0.) is almoft
three centuries earlier than Hefiod.

° [llz quoque fabulz, quaz etiamfi originem non ab
ZEfopo acceperunt (nam videtar earum primus auétor
Hefiodus), nomine tamen ZEfopi maxime celebrantur ;
ducere animos folent, przcipue rufticorum & imperi-
torum; qui et fimplicis, que fita {unt, andiunt ; &
capti voluptate, facilé iis. quibus deleftantur confen-
tiunt. Quintilian, Inftit. Or. Lib. 5. c. 1k ‘

Diéus eft ZEfopus Asyemoiog 3 non qudd prim’is muta
loqui docuerit, nam ante eum Hefiodus hoc fecerat in
fermone Lufciniz ad Accipitt)r%m; fed qudd przcipue

bos
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garded as fuch; and is called fo by feveral,
even of the ancient writers. It appears very
plainly

hoc feribendi genus fe@atus eft. Menage, in Laerti-
am, Lib. 1. N, 72,

Kareos (uvSoc) Zugo:gﬂmog, g Kiné, % Kumpioc, 7eas
T8¢, eu@ﬂx; /,cs?a,Sssg, ,U.E')cchtg T ow;xaﬂoa’ vixe 0= (oA Aoy
Ascwnrevos Asyeclai, vo oy Acwraoy agisa wavlwy avfygaixlzm
785 uubes,  Apophthonius, in Preexercitamentis.

Prifcian, in fpeaking of Fable, calls Efop the inven-
tor of it ; but foon after he corrects himfelf, and adds,
Ufi {unt ed vetuftifimi quoque autores, Hefiodus, Ar-
chilochus, Plautus, Horatius. Nominantur autem ab
inventoribus fabularum, aliz Zlopiz, aliz Cyprie,
aliz Lybice, aliz Sybaritice ; omnes autem commu-
niter Zfopiz, quoniam in conventibus frequenter
folebat Afopus fabulis uti. From Bayle, Art. Zfop.
Note A.

Nunc fabularum cur fit inventum genus
Brevi docebo. Servitus obnoxia 3
Quia quz volebat non audebat dicere,
AffeCtus proprios in fabellas tranftulit ;
Calumniamque fictis elufit jocis :
Ego porro illius femita feci viam.
Phadrus, Introd. Lib. 3. ver. 30.

Avienus fays, in the Pref. to his Fables, Hujus ma-
teriz ducem nobis Afopum noveris : qui refponfo Del -
phici Apollinis monitus, ridicula orfus eft, ut legenda
firmaret. From Bayle, Note A, And Apollonius in
Philoftratus fays, < ‘That Zfop, not content with re-
Jelting the fabulous ftories of the poets in favour of
wifdom, invented a new method.” B. 5. ch. 6. From
the fame, Note H. :

As the word Ridiculous is always ufed in a bad fenfe
in Englifh, it may not be improper to obferve, that
Ridicalus in Latin was ufed in a good fenfe, as well
as in a bad ; and is to be taken in the former, in the
quotation here from Avienus. ’Tis as much a com-
mendagion of Efop, as the Feftivus et Dele@abilis of

Gellius,



Tuet LIFE or ESOP.  xxxvii

plainly from the words of * Socrates and
% Pheedrus, each of whom tranflated fome of
the Fables of Efop, that he wrote them in
profe ; though the invention which generally
attends them, and which is the more eflential
part in poetry, made the former regard them
as a poctical work.

The diftinguithing character of Efop’s ftile
feems to have been that of an * elegant fim-

plicity 3

Gellius, p- xviii. Note 23 ; or the Hilariora Studia of

Sereca, p. xlviii. Note 6. Thus, where Horace is pre-

ferring the humorous fort of fatire to the {evere, he fays,
Ridicalum acri

Fortils ac melits magnas plerumque fecat res.

Lib. 1. Sat. 10. ver. 15.

And Phazdrus, fpeaking of Efop’s works, attributes
half of their merit to this:

Duplex libelli dos eft; quod rifum movet,
Et quod pradenti vitam confilio monet.
Introd. Lib. 1. ver. 4.

I fuppofe the Greeks ufed Terotoc of him, in the fame
marner. Aicwas Tehoiw' ovlwg eAeyor 785 Algwns 1./.098;.
Hefychius.

P Ewonoa; ols Toy woniny 3505, EiTee rEAACS 'rrom']ng EWVLs
TOIELY ‘u.u-gt?g an’ 8 Royss' % ovl@ sx Wy ‘u.uSoM'ym@
SixTavle, 8¢ QOIS Eb Y 0V" 59 NS LAY pr'dq T8 AlCwTE,
TElwy EmOINTL 0i¢ f&:pfioi; Evﬂuxoy. Socrates, in Plato’s
Phado.

1 /Efopus au&tor quam materiam reperit,

Hanc ego POLIVI verfibus fenariis.
Phadrus, Introd. Lib. 1. ver. z.
¢ Quifquamne ita nitet, ut comparatus tibi non for-
deat? Quis ita ad “Efopi venuflatem, quis ad {ophifticas
Ifocratis conclufiones, quis ad enthymemata Demo-
fthenis, aut opulentiam Tullianam, aut proprictatem
noftri
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plicity ; it was very * plain, fhort, and clear;
and his writings have been highly admired
for their good fenfle and ufefulnefs, in all
ages. The plans of his Fables are com-
mended for the fame * elegance as his ftile.
He has been highly admired for his writings
of this kind in all ages. Quintilian recom-
mends them " as the firft obje& in the ip-
ftruction of children; and Plato, when he
1s banithing the fabulous ftories of Homer

noftci Maronis ; quis ita affectet fingula, ut tu imples
omnia ¢ Aufonius, in his Epiitle to Symmachus, vol. ii.
p- 642z. Ed. Var.

* This appears very evidently, even from the imita-
tions of his writings. Phadrus’s flile has commonly
been admired for its particular fimplicity and neat-
refs ; and he fays, very ftrongly, that he imitates Efop
in his manner, as well as in his matter :

Librum exarabo tertium Efopi ftilo.
L. 3. Prol. ver. jo.

Laertius has preferved a couplet in Socrates’s tranfe
lation of one of his Fables, remarkable only for its
particular plainnefs :

Aizwmos wolencée Kogws;ov WSV VEUETH,
Mn npwery agﬂnv ACodinw coin.

And the Fables which Plutarch (in his Banquet of
the Sages) has put into Efop’s own mouth, are remark.
ably fhort and clear.

t In quibufdam [fabulis] et argumentum ex fi&o lo.
catur, et per mendacia ipfe relationis ordo contexitur ;
ut funt ille ZEfopi Fabule, elegantia fittionis illuftres,

“ Macrobius, in Somn. Scip. Lib. . cap. z.

" Efopi fabellas, qua fabulis nutricalarem proxime
fuccedunt, narrare fermone puro et nihil fe fupramo-
dum extollente, deinde eandem gracilitatem ftilo exi-
gere, condifcant. Inftitut, Orat. 1. c. 9.

% and
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and ¥ Hefiod, advifes the ufe of this fort of
Fables in his Commonwealth; in both of
which he is ftrongly followed by * Philoftra-
tus ; who fays, « That they were more pro-
per than all other Fables, to infpire us with
wifdom.” The Athenians, in the age when
learning was at its greateft perfection among
them, thewed their high opinion of Efop and
his writings, by the ¥ noble ftatue they erect-
ed to his memory, and by the celebrated
fculptor * they employed for that purpofe.
The great excellence of his way of writing

¥ Fee O¢ sﬂ/xg;SEﬂag (;/.v«c}ag) weigopey Tos TEod8s Te ;'3‘
fnﬂzea; AEyElY TOK TRiTH ;3‘ FAQTIe Tag \l/vxag avlwy Toig
pudoic, woAv paihos n T Cwueld Taig XEEThe Plato De
Republicd, Lib. 2. ;

x Philoftratus, Book 5. €h. 5.

y Afopo ingentem fatuam pofuere Attici.

Phzdrus, Epift. to B. 2. ver. 1.

The Greeks ufed to fet up ftataes, larger than the
tife, to compliment their kings, heroes, and gods : of
this kind the ftatue here mentioned, in honour of Efop,
feems to have been.

They fet up, at the fame time, feven ftatues to the
famous cotemporary fages of Greece; and this ftatue
of Efop at the head of them all. Danet, the commen-
tator to the Delphin edition, on the place; from the
following epigram of Agathias:

Ev ys woiwv, Avoimwe yepwy, TIRUWYIE TARS s
AsixeAoy Aicwnmy 9@ T8 Tapis,

Enla goQuy, tpumpocBert s neivos ey avayrny,
EuGaror, ov weibw, Plsyuacs Torg o@ilpoic.

Og é\s, coQasg puois :9\ WARLTURTE REUIELO ,\Ei‘fx;,
Hmé’aw £v omEdn aweibes, exeQooveesy.

Dsvxloy & % TENYEIR WRLRIVETSS W LR[AIOV e
To yAvxv ToU pvlov xahoy Xl 9;?-.:6:@.

= The great Lyfippus.
confilts
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confifts in blending of * the agreeable and
the inftructive fo well together : from which
Horace might poflibly take the hint for that
rule, which he feemstodiftinguith *as the moft
confiderable of any in his Art of P etry.
"Tis no wonder that works fo ufefil, fo
pleafing, and fo much recommended, were
in every body’s hands : they were fo efpecial-
ly at Athens*, the great feat of fcience ; and
about the time that arts ¢ and knowledge

2 Thus, where Phadrus fays that he imitates Efop
in his 1t book of Fables, he immediately adds,
Duplex libelli dos eft ; quod rifum movet,
Et quod prudenti vitam confilio monet.
Introd. to B. 1. ver. 4.
A. Gellius prefers him to all the philofophers on this
very account; and Avienus attributes fo happy a
thought to an infpiration from Heaven (Note 86.).
Apollonius did the fame, tho’ in a different manner
(Philoftratus, B. 5. chap. 5.) ; the latter {uppofing this.
light to have been given him by Mercury, and the
former from the oracle at Delphi.
® Omne talit puntum, qui mifcuit utile dulci 3
Lectorem delectando, pariterque monendo,
De Art. Poet. ver, 343.
¢ It was a proverbial expreflion there, for a man who
was entirely ignorant, ¢ That he had never read Efop.”
0vd’ Aicwmoy 'wevrcﬁnxo;g. Ariﬁophaues, Aves. ver, 471 %
or, as it 1s in Galen, Ovd: Aicwaroy ‘uz#af}nxag. De
Simplicibus Medicam. xi. The reafon of this proverb
(as the commentator on Ariftophanes fays) was < their
reading him there with eagernefs.”” 07, 7oy A0Y0Toloy
Aicwmoy Sie cvraé\'/,g Eb(OVe
4 The Arhenians paid that fignal compliment to
Efop, of fetting up his ftatue above thofe of all the fe-
ven Sages, in that great age in which Lyfippus and
Apelles, and Ariftotle, Plato, and Xenophon flourithed.

wcere
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were both at their greateft height. The Fa-
bles of Efop were generall y the firft book ©
which was read by their youth, and perhaps
one of the laft which {fome of them quitted.

f Plutarch mentions Efop among the au-
thors moft proper for forming philofophers ;
and indeed his dxihnom{hmcr charater was
wifdom, attended (as has been fhewn before)
with a perpf’tual flow of pleafantry Phadrus
calls him ® The Sage; and fays Y e b
faw through all Nature.”

It muft be very difficult, at this diftance
of time, to determine which of the Greek Fa-
bles, that are publithed as Efop’s, were really
of his writing, Several of them may be {o;
but we do not know how to diftinguith them.
I thould think it more eafy to catch him at
the rebound ; I mean, in the profeft tranf-
lations of him. Phxdrus, the ' firft of the

Roman
¢ Fabulas primum tradere pueris folent 3 quia
animos eoram, adhuc molles, ad meliores facile vias

inftituunt vite. * Prifcian,
f ov povoy To Aigwmese [.w%awc, :(J ~ag wosnlixes vrobeceig

&sgkou.‘yos aAAc x.. TO TWERL TWY \l/v'vav oo"/,.wclac [LEIAVY AEVES
722 07o'ysct {AES 100y e exbgciwo. D\_ Audiendis Poetis.
8 Sophus. Phad. Lib. 3. Fab. 14. ver. g.
Naris emuanéta fenex,
Natura nuaguam verba cui potuit dare.
Id. Lib. 3. Fab. 3. ver. 15.
i Phadrus, after fpeaking of Efop, { dvs,
Quoniam occuparet alter ne primus forem,
Ne folus effet {tudui. Clofe to B. 1. ver. 6.
*T1s probable that Phadras had not publithed his Fa-
bles, when Seneca wrote his Confolation to Polybius,
towards -
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Roman poets who wrote Fables, begins with
informing his reader that he has * turned into
verfe {everal of thofe which (as was remarked-
before) were written in profe by Efop. He
confirms this frequently afterwards, in gene-
ral ; and has pointed out fome in particular,
as tranflated from Efop. He makes mention
of thefe much oftener ! toward the beginning
of his werk, than in the following parts of
it ; and I am apt to think, that moft of the
Fables * in the laft book are of his own in-
vention. Avienus, the next Latin fabulift
that I know of, though at the diftance of

towards the Jatter end of the reign of Claadius : for
that philofopher fays in it to his friend, Non audeo te
ufque eo producere, ut fabellas quoque, & Efopeos
logos, intentatum Romanis ingeniis opus, folitd tibi
venuftate conneflas : difficile eft quidem, ut ad hzc
hilariora ftudia jam vehementer perculfus animus tam
citd poffit accedere.  Seneca, Confol. ad Pol. c. z7.

k Phzdrus, Introd. to B. 1. ver. z.

11 4. Bab.:2, 3, a0d 10, L. 4. Fab. 16. He
mentidns Efop and his aCtions in feveral others; but
does not fay thofe Fables themfclves are taken from
his.> One would think, however, from what he fays,
Lib. 4. Fab. zo. that moft of the foregoing Fables were
taken from Efop.

Quid judicare cogitur Livor modd,
Licet diffimulet, pulchre tamen intelligo.
Quicquid putabit effe dighum memoriz,
Zfopi dicet ; fi quid minds adriferit,
A me contendet fitum quovis pignore ;
Quem volo refelli jam nunc refponfo meo :
Sive hoc ineptum, five laudandum eft opus,
Invenit ille, noftra perfecit manus.

= From the Introd. to Lib. .

feveral
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feveral * centuries, agrees with Phaedrus in
profeffing to ° follow Efop, and giving his
book the title of Efopian Fables; but does
not point him out as the author of any one
of them in particular. |

It has been already faid ?, that Secrates
tranflated fome of his Fables. As the Athe-
nians, not long after their putting that great
man to death, grew as fond of his memory
as they had been cruel to his perfon, it 1s
probable that this might alfo add, at the
{ame time, to their efteem for Efop and his
writings.. However that be, this is certain,
that it was about fifty years after the death
of Socrates, that they erefted ? the ftatue fo
much in honour of Efop; and about a
hundred, © that Demetrius Phalereus pub-

lithed

n Avienus, according to Gyraldus, lived in the time
of Theodofius and his fons. There are forty-two Fables.
in elegiac verfle, publifhed as his, in Maittaire’s Cor=
pus Poet. Lat. vol. 2. p. 1338, &c.

o Hujus materiz ducem nobis ZEfopum noveris.
From Bayle, Art. £f Note A.

P See note S, p. xxxvili.

1 Socrates was put to death 400 years before our
Zra; and Lyfippus, who made this ftatue of E'vp,
was in the height of his reputation under Alexander the
Great, whofe reign was from 336 to 324 ditto.

r Demetrius Phalereus (according to Dr. Blair’s Ta-
bles, whofe authority is alfo followed in the preceding
note) was banifhed from Athens 303 years before our
Zra. Fabricius fays, that he publithed a collettion ,
of Efopian Fables (Asywy Aicwmeiwr guvaywyas). Art.

: Efop.
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lithed an edition of his Fables; as Diagoras
had indeed done long ® before, while Socrates
was living. -

‘The Fables which Planudes publifhed as
Efop’s, were printed at Milan in 1480, foon
after the art of printing was introduced into
Italy ; and afterwards by Aldus, in 150z,
This Aldine edition was followed by feveral
others; and particularly by Robert Ste-
phens, at Paris, in 1546. It contained 149
fables *; to which Nevelet added almioft as
many more, from fome manufcripts in the
Heidelberg Library, in his edition at Franc-
fort in 1610: but thefe manufcripts (as
well as that of Planudes) too often betray
their true authors; for the Monks are com-
mended in the 3d and the 119th of thefe ad-
ditional Fables. ’Tis a great pity that a
more judicious colletion fhould not be made
from all the beft and moft authentic manu-

Efop. Lib. 5. cap. 80: and another volume, either of
his fables, or of anecdotes relating to him (Aicumeiwra).
Ibid. cap. 81.

* Diagoras was banithed from Athens in the g1ft
Olympiad (from 416 to 413 before our Zra). He
publifhed a colle¢tion of Fables (of the Phrygian, or
_Eiop) under the title of Devyior Aoyoss according to
Tatian ; or @puyior Amiyua, according to Maximus
‘Tyrius. See Laertius, Lib. 5. cap.a8o.—I do not fee
why thefe might not have been two diftiné works ; as
well a5 thofe of Demetrius Phalereus, mentioned in the
foregoing note.

¢ His. addition made them in all 297, See Fabri-
cius’s Bib. Gr. Art. Zfop.

fcripts
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fcripts that could be‘procured ; and perhaps
it thould be chiefly from {fuch as " are pre-
vious to the times of Planudes.

u Mr. Boyle fpeaks of one of about 500 years old,
which belonged to Voffius ; and, as he fays, was thea
at Leyden. . Fabricius doubts it, Montfaucon, in his
Diarium Italicum, promifed to publifh the Life of
Efop, with the Fables, as they were extant before the
time of Planudes, from a manufcript in the monaftery
of St. Mary at Florence. F abricius, 1bid.

AN
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‘ x JHOEVER undertakes to compofe a
Fable, whether of the fublimer and more
complex kind, as the epic and dramatic ;

or of the lower or more fimple, as what has been
called the Efopean; fhould make it his principal
intention to illuftrate fome one moral or prudential
maxim. To this point the compofition in all its
parts muft be direCted ; and this will lead him to
defcribe fome adtion proper to enforce the maxim
he has chofen. In feveral refpects, therefore, the
greater Fable and the lefs agree. It is the bufinefs
of both to teach fome particular moral, exemplified
by an attion, and this enlivened by natural incidents,
Both alike muft be fupported by appofite and pro-
per charalters, and both be furnithed with fenti-
ments and language fuitable to the charatters thus
employed. T would by no means, however infer,
that to produce one of thefe fmall pieces, requires
the fame degree of genius as to form an epic or
dramatic Fable. All I would infinuate, is, that the
apologue has a right to fome fhare of our efteem,
from the relation it bears to the poems before-
mentioned ; as it is honourable to fpring from a

noble ftem, although in ever fo remote a branch.
A perfet
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A perfe&t Fable, even of this inferior kind, feems a
much ftronger proof of genius than the mere nar-
rative of an event. The latter indeed requires
Judgment : the former, together with judgment, de-
mands an effort of the 2magination.

Having thus endeavoured to procure thefe little
compofitions as much regard as they may fairly
claim, I proceed to treat of fome particulars moft
eflential to their charalter.

S Ealh D ok
Of the Truth or Moral of a Falble.

> IS the very effence of a Fable to convey

fome moral or ufeful Truth beneath the
fhadow of an allegory. It is this chiefly that diftin-
guithes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed gives it
the pre-eminence in point of ufe and dignity. A
Tale may confift of an event either ferious or co-
mic ; and, provided it be told agreeably, may be ex-~
cellent in its 4izd, though it fhould imply no fort of
Moral. But the a&ion or Fable is contrived on
purpofe to teach and to imprint fome Truth ; and
fhould clearly and obvioufly include the illuftration
of it in the very cataftrophe.

"The Truth to be preferred on this occafion, {hould
neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor trivial. Such
would ill deferve the pains employed in Fable to
convey it. As little alfo fhould it be one that is
very dubious, dark, or controverted, It thould be
of fuch a nature as to challenge the aflent of every
ingenious and fober judgment; never a point of
mere fpeculation, but tending to 7zform or to remind
the reader of the proper means that lead to happi-
nefs, or at leaft to the feveral duties, decorums, and

proprieties
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proprieties of condu&, which each particular Fable
endeavours to enforce.

The reafon why Fable has been fo much efteemed
in all ages, and in all countries, is perhaps owing
to the polite manner in which its maxims are con.
veyed. The very article of giving inffru&ion fup-
pofes at leaft a fuperiority of wifdom in the advifer ;
a circumftance by no means favourable to the read y
admiflion of advice. ’Tis the peculiar excellence
of Fable to wave this air of fuperiority : it leaves
the reader to colle&t the moral ; who, by thus dif-
covering more than is thewn him, finds his prin-
ciple of felf-love gratified, inftead of being difgufted.
"T'he attention is either taken off from the advifer ;
or, if otherwife, we are at leaft flattered by his hu-
mility and addrefs,

Befides, inftru&ion, as conveyed by Fable, does
not only lay afide its lofty mien and fupercilious
afpect, but appears dreft in all the fmiles and graces
which can {trike the imagination, or engage the
pafions. It pleafes, in order to convince ; and it
imprints its moral o much the deeper, in proportion
as it entertains ; {o that we may be faid to feel our
duties at the very inftant we comprehend them,

I am very feniible with what difficulty a Fable is
brought to a firi& agreement with the foregoing
account of it, 'This, however, ought to be the
writer’s aim. *Tis the fimple manner in which
the Morals of Efop are interwoven with, his Fa-
bles, that diftinguithes him, and gives him the pre-
ference to all other Mythologifts. His Mountain
delivered of a Moufe, produces the Moral of his
Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders ; and
“his Crow, when fhe drops her cheefe, lets fall, as
it were by accident, the ftrongeft admonition againft
the power of flattery. There is no need of a fe-
parate fentence to explain it ; no poffibility of

imprefling
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impreffing it deeper, by that load we too often fee of
accumulated refle&tions. Indeed the Fable of the
Cock and the Precious Stone is in this refpeét very
exceptionable. T'he leflon it inculcates is fo dark
and ambiguous, that different expofitors have given -
it quite oppofite interpretations ; fome imputing the
Cock’s rejection of the Diamond to his wifdorm, and
others to his zgnorance.

Strictly fpeaking then, one fhould render needlefs
any detached or explicit Moral.  Efop, the father of
this kind of writing, difclaimed any fuch afliftance.
"T'is the province of Fable to give it birth in the mind
of the perfon for whom it is intended ; otherwife the
precept is direc?, which is contrary to the nature and
end of a/lzgory.  However, in order to give all ne-
ceflary affiftance to young readers, an Index is added
to this collettion, containing the Subjet or Moral
of each Fable, to which the reader may occafionally
apply.

After all, the greateft fault in any compofition
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) is 24~
Jeurity.  There can be no purpofe anfwered by a
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Carracci, and
Raphael himfelf, rather than rifque fo unpardonable
a fault, have admitted werbal explanations into fome
of their beft pictures. It muft be confefled, that
every ftory is"not capable of telling its own Moral.
In a cafe of this nature, and this only, it {hould be
exprefsly introduced, Perhaps alfo where the point
is doubtful, we ought to thew emough for the lefs
acute, even at the hazard of thewing #00 much for the
more fagacious : who, for this very reafon, that they
are more fagacious, will pardon 2 fuperfluity which
is {uch to them alone. ‘

But, on thefe occafions, it has been matter of
difpute, whether the Moral is better introduced at
the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop,as I faid

(o before,
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before, univerfally rejeted any feparate Moral.
Thofe we now find at the clofe of his Fables, were
- placed there by other hands. Among the ancients,
Phzdrus; and Gay, among the moderns, inferted
theirs at the beginning : La Motte prefers them at the
conclufion; and Fontaine difpofes of them zndifcri-
minately, at the beginning or end, as he fees conve-
nient. 1f, amidit the authority of fuch great names,
I might venture to mention ‘my own opinion, I
thould rather prefix them as an introduction, than add
them as an appendage. For I would neither pay my
reader nor myf2lf {o bad a compliment, as to fuppofe,
after he had read the Fable, that he was not able to
difcover its. meaning. Befides, when the Moral of
a Fable is not very prominent and ftriking, a lead-
ing thought at the beginning puts the reader in a
proper track. He knows the game which he pur-
fues : and, like 2 beagle on a warm {cent, he follows
the fport with alacrity, in proportion ‘to his intelli-
gence. On the other hand, if he have no previous
intimation of the 'defign, he is puzzled throughout
the Fable ; and cannot determine upon its merit
without the trouble of a freth perufal. A ray of
light imparted at firft, may fhew him the tendency
and propriety of every exprefiion as he-goes along ;
but while he travels in the dark, no wonder if. he
ftumble or miftake his way.

DB ke 1. a1,
Of the Action and Incidents proper Jfor a Fable,

r N choofing the attion, or allegory, three con-
ditions are altogether expedient. 1. It muft
be clear ¢ that is, it ought to thew without equivo-
cation, precifely and obvioufly, what we intend
fhould be underftood, 2. It muft be one and entire :
that
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that is, it muft-not be compofed of feparate and in-
dependent actions, but muft tend, in all its circum-
ftances, to the completion of one fingle event. 3. 1t
muft be natural; that is, founded, if not on 1'ruth,
at leaft on Probability ; on popular opinion ; on that
relation and analogy which things bear to one ano-
ther, when we have gratuitoufly endowed them with
the human faculties of fpeech and reafon. And
thefe conditions are taken from the nature of the
human mind ; which cannot endure to be embar-
rafled, to be bewildered, or to be deceived.

A Fable offends againft perfpicuity, when it leaves
us doubtful what Truth the Fabulift intended to
convey. We have a ftriking example of this in
Dr. Croxall’s Fable of the Creaking Wheel. “ A
Coachman,” fays he,  hearing one of his wheels
creak, was furprized ; but more efpecially when he
perceived that it was the worft wheel of the whole
fet, and which he thought had but httle pretence to
take fuch a liberty. But, upon his demanding the
reafon why it did fo, the Wheel replied, that it was
natural for people who laboured under any affliction
or calamity to complain.”  Who would imagine
this Fable defigned, as the author informs us, for an
admonition to reprefs, or keep our complaints to
our felves, or, if we muft let our forrows fpeak, to
take care it be done infolitude and retirement? The
ftory of this Fable is not well imagined : at leaft,
if meant to fupport the Moral which the author has
drawn fromr it.

A Yable is faulty in refpe&t to unity, when the
feveral circumftances point different ways, and do
not center, like fo many lines, in one diftinct and
unambiguous Moral.  An example of this kind is
furnifhed by La Mbtte in the obfervation he makes
upon lFontaine’s two ligeons. ¢« Thefe Pigeons
had a reciprocal aftettion for each other. One of

C 2 them
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them fhewing a defire to travel, was earneftly op-
pofed by his companion, but in vain. The forme
- fets out upon his rambles, and encounters a thoua
fand unforefeen dangers ; while the latter fuffers al-
moft as much at home, through his apprehentions
for his roving friend. However, our traveller, after
many hairbreadth efcapes, returns at length in fafcty
back, and the two Pigeons are, once again, mutually
happy in each other’s company.” - Now the appli-
cation of this Fable is utterly vague and uncertain,
for want of circumftances to determine, whether the:
author defigned principally to reprefent the dangers
of the Travellir ; his friends’s anxicty during his ab-
Jence s or their mutual bappinefs on his return, Where-
2s, had the travelling Pigeon met with no difafters
on his way, but only found all pleafures infipid for
want of his friend’s participation; and had he re-
turned from no other motive than a defire of feein
Lim again, the whole then had happily clofed in this
one confpicuous inference, that the prefence of a real
friend is the moft defirable of all\gratifications.

The laft rule I have mentioned, that a Fable
thould be natural, may be violated feveral ways.
"T'is oppofed, when we make creatures enter into
unnatural aflociations. Thus the Sheep or the Goat
muft not be made to hunt with the Lion; and it is
yet more abfurd, to reprefent the Lion as falling
in love with the Forefter’s daughter. *Tis infringed,
by afcribing to them appetites and paflions that are
not confiftent with their known charaQers ; or elfe
by employing them in fuch occupations as are fo-
reign and unfuitable to their refpective natures, A
Fox fhould not be faid to long for Grapes; an
Hedge-hog pretend to drive away flies ; nor a Par-
tridge offer his fervice to delve in a Vineyard. A
ponderous iron and an earthen vafe thould not fwim
together down a river ; and he that thould make his

Goole
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Goofe lay golden eggs, would thew a luxuriant
Jancy, but very little judgment. In fhort, nothing
befides the faculty of {peech and reafon, which Fable
has been allowed to confer, even upon inanimates,
muit ever contradic? the nature of things, or at leaft
the commonly-received opinions concerning them. -

Opinions indeed, although erroncous, if they either
arey, or have been univerfally received; may afford
fufficient foundation for a Fable. 'The Mandrake,
bere, may be made to utter groans; and the dying
Swan to pour forth her elegy. The Sphynx and
the Pheenix, the Syren and the Centaur, have all the
exiftence that is requifite for Fable. Nay, the
Goblin, the Fairy, and even the Man in the Moon,
may have each his province allotted him, provided it
be not an improper one. Here the notoriety of opi=
nion fupplies the place ef fa&, and in this manner
truth may fairly be deduced from falfehoed.

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, it is
a rule without exception, that they ought always to
be few : it being foreign to the nature of this com-
pofition to.admit of much variety. Yet a Fable with
only oze {ingle incident may poflibly appear too na-
ked. If Efop and Phadrus are hercin {ometimes toa
{paring, Fontaine and La Motte are as often too pro-
fufe. 1n this, as in moft other matters, 2 medium
eertainly is beft. In a word, the incidents thould not
enly be few, but fhort: and like thofe in the Fables
of ¢« the Swallow and other Birds,”” « The Miller
and his Son,” and « the Court and Country Moufe,”
they muft naturally arife out of the fubje&t, and ferve
to illuftrate and enforce the Moral,
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Sl 0% Ak o b b b
Of the Perfons, Charattersy and Sentiments of Fable.

VHE race of animals fir/? prefent themfelves as
the proper actors in this little drama. They
are indeed a fpecies that approaches, in many re-
fpects, fo near to our own, that we need only lend
‘them fpeech, in order to produce a ftriking refem-
blance. It would however be unreafonable to ex-
pe&t a ftri&k and univerfal fimilitude. There is a
certain meafure and degree of analogy, with which
the moft difcerning reader will reft contented: for
inftance, he will accept the properties of animals, al-
though 7eceffary and znvariable, as the images of our
inclinations, though never fo fiee. To require more
than this, were to fap the very foundations of alle-
gory ; and even to deprive ourfelves of half-the
pleafure that flows from poetry in general.
Solomon fends us to the Ant, to learn the wifdom
of induftry: and our inimitable ethic poet intro-
duces Nature herfelf as giving us a fimilar kind of

- ¢ounfel.

Thus then to Man the Viice of Nature [pake :

« Go, from the Creatures thy inflructions 1afk e e
« There all the forms of focial union find,

« And thence let reafon late inflruct mankind.”

e fuppofes that animals in their native charalters,
without the advantages of {peech and reafon, which
are afligned them by the Fabulifts, may, in regard
to Morals, as well as Arts, become examples to the
human race. Indeed I am afraid we have fo far
deviated into afcititious appetites and fantaftic man-
ners, as to find the expediency of copying from them
that fimplicity we ourfelves have loft, If animals in

themfelves
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themfelves may be thus exemplary, how much more
may they be made inftrutive, under the dire@ion of
an able Fabulift ; who, by conferring upon them
the gift-of language, contrives to make their in-
ftinéts mere intelligible, and their examples more
determinate !

But thefe are not his only aCtors. The Fabulift
has one advantage over all other writers whatfo-
ever, as all the works both of art and nature are
more immediately at his difpofal. He has, in this
refpect, a liberty not allowed to epic or dramatic
writers, who are undoubtedly more limited in the
choice of perfons to be employed. He has autho-
rity to prefs into his fervice every kind of exiftence
under heaven: not only beafts, birds, infe&s, and all
the animal creation, but flowers, thrubs, trees, and
all the tribe of vegetables : even mountains, foffils,
minerals, and the inanimate works of nature, dif-
courfe articulately at his command, and a& the
part which he afligns them., The virtues, vices,
and every property of beings, receive from him a
local habitation and a name. In fhort, he may per-
fonify, beftow life, fpeech, and action, on whatever
he thinks proper.

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of novelty and
variety this muft open, to a genius capable of con-
ceiving, and of employing thefe ideal perfons in a
proper manner: what an opportunity it affords him
to diverfify his images, and to treat the fancy with
change of objects, while he ftrengthens the under-
ftanding, or regulates the paffions, by a fucceflion of
Truths! To raife beings like thefe into a ftate of
action and intelligence, gives the Fabulift an un-
doubted claim to the fir// charalter of the poet, a
Creator. b rank him not, as I faid before, with the
writers of epic or dramatic poems ; but the maker
of pins or needles is as much an artift, as an anchor-
fmith+ ‘and a’painter in miniature may thew as

X much
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much fkill, as he who paints in the largeft propor=
tions. v

When thefe perfons are once. raifed, we mufk
carefully enjoin them proper tafks ; and aflign them
fentiments and language fuitable to their feveral
natures, and refpective properties. A

A Raven thould not be extolled for her voice, nor
a Bear be reprefented with an elegant thape. *'T'were
a very obvious inftance of abfurdity, to paint a Hare,
cruel ; or a Wolf, compaflionate. An Afs were
but ill qualified to be General of an army, though
he may well enough ferve perhaps for one of the
trumpeters. But {o long as popular opinion al-
lows to the Lion, magnanimity ; rage, to the Ty-
ger ; ftrength, to the Mule ; cunning, to the Fox
and buffoonery, to the Monkey ; why may they
not fupport the charatters of an Agamemnon,
Achilles, Ajax, Ulyfles, and Therfites 7 The truth
is, when Moral actions are, with judgment, attri-
buted to the biute creation, we fcarce perceive that
Nature is at all violated by the Fabulift. He ap-
pears, at mg/Z, to have only tranflated their lan-
guage. His Lions, Wolves, and Foxes, bebave
and argue as thofe creatures would, had they ori-
ginally been endowed with the human faculties of
fpeech and reafon.

But greater art is yet required, whenever we per-
fonify inanimate beings. Here the copy fo far de-
viates from the great lines of Nature, that without
the niceft care, reafon will revolt againft the fi&ion..
However, beings of #his fort, managed ingenioufly,
and with addrels, recommend the Fabulift’s inven-
tion by the grace and novelty of variety. Indeed
the analogy between things natural and artificial,
animate and inanimate, is often fo very ftriking,
that we can, with feeming propriety, give paflions
and fentiments to every individual part of exiftence..
A ppearanc(;a favours the deception. The Vine mzy

e
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be enamoured of the Elm ; her embraces teftify her
paflion. ‘T'he fwelling Mountain may, naturaliy
encugh, be delivered of a Moufe. The Gourd ma

reproach the Piney and the Sky-rocket infult the
Stars.  T'he Axe may felicit 2 new handle of the
Foreft ; and the Moon, in her female charaQer, re-
queft a fathionable garment. Here is nothing in-
congruous 3 nothing that fhoeks the reader with
impropriety. ‘On the other hand, were the Axe to
defire a fine perriwig, and the Moow petition for a
new pair of boots § probability would #hen be vio-
lated, and the abfurdity become too glaring. ‘

Se s i@t BV
On the Language of Fables

HE moft beautiful Fables that ever were in=

_ vented may be disfigured by the Language iny
which they are clothed. Of this, poor Efap, in
fome of his Englifh drefles, affords a melancholy
proof. The ordinary ftyle of Fable fhould be fa-
miliar, but it fhould alfo be elegant. Were I to in=
ftance any ftyle that I fthould prefer on this occa-
fion, it thould be that of Mr. .4ddifon’s little tales
in the Spe&tator. That eafe and fimplicity, that
concifenefs and propriety, that fubdued and decent
humour he fo remarkably difcovers in thofe com-
pofitions, feem to have qualified him for a Fabu-
lift, almoft beyond any other writer., But to re-
turn : :
The Familiar, fays Mr. La Motte, to whofe in-
genious E//ay I have often been obliged in this dif-
courfe, is the general tone, or accent of Fable. It
was thought fufficient, on its firft appearance, to
lend the animals our moft common language. Nor,
indeed have they any extraordinary pretenfions to the
fublime 3
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fublime ; it being requifite they fhould /peat with
the fame fimplicity that they bebave. :

The Familiar alfo is more proper for infinuation
than the £levated ; this being the language of re-
Jle&tion, as the former is the voice of fentiment.
We guard ourfelves againft the one, but lie open
to the other; and inftruction will always the mofk
effettually fway us, when it appears leatt jealous
of its rights and privileges. _

The Familiar ftyle however that is here required,
notwithftanding that appearance of Eafe which is
its charalter, is perhaps more difficult to write,
than the elevated or fublime. A writer more rea.
dily perceives when he has rifen above the com-
mon language, than he perceives, in fpeaking this
language, whether he has made the choice that is
moft fuitable to the occafion: and it is neverthe-
Jefs, upon this happy choice that all the charm of
the familiar depends. Moreover, the elevated Qyle
deceives and feduces, although it le not the beft
chofen ; whereas the familiar can procure itfelf no
fort of refpect, if it be not eafy; natural, juf}, deli-
cate, and unaffeted. A Fabuylift muft therefore
beftow great attention upon his ftyle; and even
labour it fo much the more, that it may appear to
have coft him no pains at all,

"T'he authority of Fontaine juftifies this opinion
in regard to ftyle. His Fables are perhaps the beft
examples of the genteel familiar, as Sir Roger
I’Eftrange affords the grofleft, of the indelicate and
lw. When we read that ¢ while the Frog and
the Moufe were difputing it at {fwords point, down
comes 2 Kite powdering upon them in the interim,
and gobbets up both together to part the fray,”” And
where the Fox reproaches “a bevy of jolly gofliping
wenches making merry over a i/} of Pullets, that, 1f
be but peeped into 2 hen-rooft, they always made a

bawling
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‘bawling with their dogs and their baflards ; while
you yourfelves, fays he, can lie fuffing your gutswith
your Hens and your Capons, and not a word of the
pudding > ‘This may be familiar, but is alfo coarfe
and vulgar ; and cannot fail to difguft a reader that
has the leaft degree of tafte or delicacy.

‘The ftyle of Fable then muft be fimple and fami-

liar; and it muft Zikewife be corret and elegant.
By the former, I would advife that it fhould not be
loaded with figure and metaphor; that the difpofi-
tion of words be natural; the turn of fentences,
eafy ; and their conftruction, unembarraffed. By
elegance, I would exclude all coarfe and provincial
terms ; all affe¢ted and puerile conceits ; all obfo-
lete and pedantic phrafes, To this [ would adjoin,
as the word perhaps implies, a certain finithin
polith, which gives a grace and fpirit to the whole ;
and which, though it have always the appearance
of nature, is almoft ever the ¢ff27 of art,
- But, notwithftanding all that has been faid,
there are fome occafions on which it is allowable,
and even expedient to change the ftyle. The lan-
guage of a Fable muft rife or fall in conformity to
the fubject. A Lion, when introduced in his regal
capacity, muft hold difcourfe in a ftrain fomewhat
more elevated than a Country Moufe. The Lionefs
then becomes his Queen, and the beafts of the foreft
are called his Subjeiis : a method that offers at once
to the imagination, both the animal and the perfon
he is defigned to reprefent, Again, the Buffoon-
monkey fhould avoid that pomp of phrafe, which
the Owl employs as her beft pretence to wifdom.
Unlefs the ftyle be thus judicioufly varied, it will
be impofiible to preferve a juft diftintion of cha-
ratter.

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent, add
a grace to Fable; but are then moft happy, when

included
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included in the action: whereof the Fable of Bs-
reas and the Sun affords us an example. An epithet
well chofen is often a defcription in 7tfelf; and fo
much the more agreeable, as it the lefs retards us
in our purfuit of the cataftrophe.

I might enlarge much further on the fubje@, but
perhaps I may appear to have been too diffufe al-
ready. Let it fuffice to hint, that little /rokes of
bumoury when arifing naturally from the fubject,
and zncidental refleciions, when kept in due fubor-
dination to the principal, add a value to thefe com=
pofitions. Thefe latter, however, thould be em-
ployed very fparingly, and with great addrefs ; be
very few, and very fhort. It is fcarcely enough
that they naturally refult from the fubjet: they
fhould be fuch as may appear neceffary and ¢fféntial
parts of the Fable. And when thefe embellith-
ments, plealing in themfelves, tend to illuftrate the
main altion, they then afford that namelefs grace
remarkable in Fontaine, and fome few others ; and
which perfons of the beft difcernment will more
eafily concerve, than they can explain,

P ABLIRS.
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FABLE 1.
The Trees and t )¢ fﬂ‘lmlzle,

T HE Ifraelites, ever{:ﬁ-iﬁrmuring and difcon-

tented under the reign of Jehovah, were de-

firous of having a king, like the reft of the
nations. They offered the kingdom to Gideon their.
deliverer, to him, and to his pofterity after him: he,
generouily refufed their offer, and reminded them,
that Jehovah was their king, When ‘Gideon was
dead, Abimelech, his fon by a concubine, flew all
his other fons to the number of feventy, Jotham
alone efcaping ; and by the affiftance of the She-
chemites made himfelf king. Jotham, to reprefent
to them their folly, and to thew them, that the mofk
deferving are generally the leaft ambitious, where-
as the worthlefs grafp at power with eagernefs, and
exercife it with infolence and tyranny, fpake to
them in the following manner ;

B2 Hearken
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~ Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, fo may
. God hearken unto you. The trees, grown weary
of the ftate of freedom and equality in which Ged
had placed them, met together to choofe and to
anoint a king over them : and they fuid to ‘the
Olive-tree, Reign thou over us.  But the Olive-
tree {2id unto them, Shall T quit my farnefs where-
“with God and man is honoured, to difquict myfelf
‘with the cares of government, and to rule over the
trees ? And they faid unto the Fig-tree, Come thou,
and reign over us.. But the Fig-tree faid unto
them, Shall I bid adicu to my {weetnefs and my
pleafant fruit, to take upon me the painful charge of
royalty, and to be fet over the trees ? Then faid the
trees unto the Vine, Come thou, and reign over us.
But the Vine fzid alfo unto them, Shall I leave my
wine, which honoureth God and cheereth man, to
bring upon myfelf nothing but trouble and anxiety,
and to become king of the trees ? we are happy in
our prefent Jot : feek fome other to reign over you.
Then faid all the trees unto the Bramble, Come
thou, and reign over us. And the Bramble faid
unto them, I will be your king ; come ye all under
my fthadow, and be fafe ; obey me, and T will grant
you my protection. But if you obey me not, out
of the Bramble fhall come forth a fire, which {hali
devour even the cedars of Lebanen.

FABLE II,
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FABLE IL
The Frogs petitioning Fupiter for a King.

S Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap-

pened to pafs through Athens juft after Pifi-
tratus had abolifhed the popular ftate, and ufurped a
fovereign power ; when perceiving that the Athe-
nians bore the yoke, though mild and eafy, with
much impatience, he related to them the following
fable :

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented,
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change,
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. The
good-natured deity, in order to indulge this their
requeft, with as little mifchief to the petitioners as
poflible, threw them down a Loog. At firlt they re-

arded their new monarch with great reverence,
and kept-from him at a moft refpectful diftance :
but perceiving his tame and peaceable difpofition,

B3 they
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they by degrees ventured to approach him with
more familiarity, till-at length they conceived for
- him the utmoft contempt. In this difpofition, they
renewed their requeft to Jupiter, and intreated him
to beftow upen them another king. The Thun-
~derer in his wrath fent them a Crane, who ne
{fooner took pofleflion of his new dominions, than
he began to devour his fubjects one after another,,
in a moft capricious and tyrannical manner, They
were now far more diflatistied than before 5 when
applying to Jupiter a, third time, they were dif-
mifled with this reproof, that the evil they com-
plained of they had imprudently brought upon
themfelves ; and that they bad no other remedy
now but to fubmit to it with patience. e

FABLE III,
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PiA BLE L
The \Belly and the Limbs.
_ ENENIUS.AGRIPPA, a Roman

conlul, being deputed by the fenate to ap~
peafe a dangerous tumult and fedition of the peo~
ple, who refufed to pay the taxes neceffary for car-
rying on the bufinefs of the ftate ; convinced them;
of their folly, by delivering to them the following

fabl; :

My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend to’
my words:. It once happened that the Members
of the human body, taking fome exception at the
conduct of the Belly, refolved no longer to grant
him the ufual fupplies.” The Tongue firft, in a
feditious {peech, aggravated their grievances ; and
after highly extolling the a&ivity and diligence of
the Hands and Feet, {et forth how hard and un-
reafonable it-was, that the fruits' of their labour

B 4 thould
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fhould be fquandered away upon the infatiable
cravings of a fat and indolent Paunch, which was
entirely ufelefs, and .unable to do any thing to+
wards helping himfelf. This fpeech was received
with unanimous applaufe by all the Members. Im..
mediately the Hands declared they would work
no more; the Feet determined to carry no farther
the load of guts with which they had hitherto been
opprefied ; nay, the very Teeeth refufed to prepare a
fingle morfel more for his ufe. In this diftrefs, the
Belly befought them to confider maturely, and not
foment fo fenfelefs a rebellion. There is none of
you, fays he, can be ignorant that whatfoever you
beftow upon me is immediately converted to your
ufe, and difperfed by me for the good of you all
into every Limb. But he remonftrated in vain :
for during the clamours of paffion, the voice of
reafon is always difregarded. It being therefore
impoflible for him to quiet the tumult, he ftarved
for want of their affiftance, and the Body wafted
away to a fkeleton. The Limbs, grown weak and
languid, were fenfible at laft of their error, ard
would fain have returned to their refpeétive du-
ties ; but it was now too late, death had taken pof-
feflion of the whole, and they all perifhed to-
gether.

FABLE"1V.
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The Wolf and the Shepherds.

OW apt are men- to condemn in others,
- what they practife. themfelves without fcru-
ple.!

A Wolf, fays Plutarch, peeping into a.hut,
where a company of fhepherds were regaling them-
felves with a joint of mutton ; Lord, {aid be, what
a clamour would thefe men have raifed, if they had
catched 2 at fuch a banquet !

Bs FABLE Vs
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FABLE ¥
The Fox and the * Swallow.

" A RISTOTLE informs us, that the following «
. fable was fpoken- by Efop to-the Samians, on »

a debate-upon changing their minifters, who were -

zocufed of plundering the commonwealth. -

A Fox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to be
entangled in fome weeds that grew near the banky.
from which.he was tnable to extricate himfelf. As -
Ke lay thus expofed to whole fwarms of flies, who -
were galling him and fucking his blood; a swallow,
obferving his diftrefs, Kindly offered to drive them
away. By-no means, faid the Fox ; tor if thefe’
fhould be chafed away, who are already fufficiently’
gorged; another more hungry fwarm would fuc-
ceed, and 1 thould be robbed of every remaining
drop of blood in my veins.

* Inftead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge-Hog; but
as that creeture feemned yery unfit for the bufinefs of driving away
flics, “twas thought more proper to fubfitute the Swallow,

‘ . ! EABLE VL
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F A BalaEg Vi
The Fox and the Rauens

- FOX obférving a"Raven perched on the
A branch of a tree, with a fine piece of cheefe
in her mouth, immediately began to confider how
he might poflefs himfelf of fo deliciousa morfel.
Bear madam, faid he, [ am extremely glad to have
the pleafure‘of feeing you this morning: your beau-
tiful fhape, and fhining feathers; are the delight of
my eyes ; -and would you condefcend to favour me
with a fong, I doubt not but your voice is equal to
the reft of your accomplithments.” 'Deluded with
this flattering fpeech, the tranfported Raven opened
her mouth, in order to give him a fpecimen of her
pipe, when down dropt the cheefe ; which the Fox
immediately fnatching up, boreitaway in triumph,
leaving the Raven to Jament her credulous vanity
at her leifure, - | A ;

B 6 FABLE VIL
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A B VI
The Fox and the Stork.

T\HE Fox, tho’ in general more inclined to
roguery than wit, had once a ftrong incli-
nation to play the wag with his neighbour the Stork.
He accordingly invited her to dinner in great form ;
but when it came upon the table, the Stork found it
confifted intirely of different foups, ferved up in
broad fhallow difhes, fo that the could only dip in
the end of her bill, but could not poflibly fatisfy her
hunger. The Fox lapped it up very readily, and
every now and then, addrefling himfelf to his gueft,
defired to know how the liked her entertainment ;
hoped that every thing was feafoned to her mind ;
and protefted he was very forry to fee her eat fo
fparingly. The Stork, perceiving the was played
upon, took no notice of it, but pretended to like
every difh extremely ; and, at parting, prefled the
Fox fo earneftly to return her vifit, that he could not
I ; in
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in civility refufe. “The day arrived, and he repaired
to his appointment ; but to his great mortification,
whendinner appeared, he found it compofed of min-
ced meat, ferved up in long narrow-necked glaffes ;
fo that he was only tantalized with the fight of what
it was impoffible for him to tafte. The Stork thruft
in her long bill, and helped heifelf very plentifully 3
then turning to Reynard, who was eagerly licking
the outfide of a jar where fome fauce had been {pill-
ed—T1 am very glad, faid the, fmiling, that you feem
to have fo good an appetite ; 1 hope you will'make
as hearty a dinner at my table, as I did the other day.
at yours. Reynard hung down his head, and looked
very much difpleafed. Nay, nay, faid the Stork,
don’t pretend to be out of humour about the mat-
ter ; they that cannot take a jeft, fhould never
make one. |

FABLE VIII,
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YABLE VL 5!
The Daw with borrowed Feathers.

: HEN a pert young templer, or city ap=

prentice, fets up for a fine gentleman,

with the affiftar ce of an embroidered waiftcoat and

Drefden ruffles,b. t without onequalification proper

to the charaéter, how frequently does it happen, that

he is laughed at by his equals, and defpifed by thofe
whom he prefumed to imitate

A progmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to

»

plumes, to render him as clegant a bird as the Pea-
cock : puffed up with this wife conceit, he drefled

23
A

imagine, tha* he wanted nothing but the coloured

himfelf with a fufficient quantity of their moft beau-

tiful feathers, and in this borrowed garb, forfakin

his old companions, endeavoured to pafs for a Pea-
cock ; but he no fooner attempted to aflociate with
thefe genteel creatures, than an affeGted frut be-
v g e o trayeqd
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trayed the vain pretender. The offended Peacocks,
plucking from him their degraded feathers, foom
firipped him of his finery, reduced him to a mere
Jackdaw, and drove him back to his brethren; by
whom he was now equally defpifed,.and juftly pu=-
nithed with derifion and contempt.. - A

PABRLE  IXg

The Wolf and the Lamb.
W HEN cruelty and injuftice are armed with

power; and determined on opprefiion, the
frongeft pleas of innocence are preferred in vain.

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench-
ng their thirft together at the fame rivuler, ™'he
Wolf ftood towards the head of the:{iream, and the
Lamb at fome-diltance below. T he injuricus beafly
refolved on a quarrel, fiercely demands—tow dare

you difturb the water which.1 am drinking ? The
poer
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BT XI5
Zbe Lark and her Young,
, LARK having built her neft in a field of

. % corn, it grew ripe before her ycung were
well able to fly. Apprehenfive for their fafety, fhe
enjoined them, while fhe went out in order to
provide for their {ubfiftence, to liften very atten=
tively to any difcourfe they might hear about reap-
ing the field,. At her return, they told her, that
the farmer and his fon had been there, and had
agreed to fend to fome of their neighbours, to af-
fift them in cutting it down the next day. And
fo they depend, it feems, upon neighbours, faid-
the mother; very well : then I think we have no
oggafion to be afraid of to-morrow. = The next

the went out, and left with them the fame in-
junttion as before. When fhe returned, they ac-
quainted her, that the farmer and his fon had.
again been there, but as none of their neighbours
came to their afliftance, they had deferred reaping
till

Liigd



ANCIENT FABLES 19

i1l the next day, and intended to fend for help to
their friends and relations. 1 think we may f#ill
venture another day, fays the mother ; but how-
ever be careful, as before, to let me know what
pafles in my abfence. They now inform her, that
the farmer and his fon had a third time vifited the
field ; and, finding that neither friend nor relation
had regarded their fummons, they were determined
to come the next morning, and cut it down them-
felves.  Nay, then, replied the Lark, it is time to
“think of removing : for, as they now depend only
upon themfelves for doing their own bufinefs, 1t
will undoubtedly be: performed.

PUABULTETUNTLL
The Stag drinking, -

STA G quenching his thirft irr a clear lake,

was ftruck with the beauty of his horns,
which he faw refle&ed in the water, At the fame
time,, obferving the extreme fleandernefs of his legs ;.
Vv’hat
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‘What a pity it is, faid he, that fo fine a creature
fthould be furnifhed with fo defpicable a fet of
{pindlethanks! what a truly ncble animal fhould I
be, were my legs in any degree anfwerable to my
horns ! In the midft of this foliloquy, he was alarm=
ed with the cry of a pack of hounds. He immedi-
ately flies through the foreit, and leaves his purfuers
fo far behind, that he might probably have efcaped ;
but taking into a thick wood, his horns were en-
tangled in the branches, where he was held till the
hounds came up, and tore him in pieces. In his laft
moments, he taus exclaimed—How ill do we judye
of our true advantages ! the lezs which I defpifed
would have borne me away in fafety, had not my
favourite antlers betrayed me to ruin. "

# F.ABE B XIV.
» The Swallow and other Birds.

SWALLOW obferving an hutbandman em-
ployed -in fowing hemp, ecalled the little
Buras rogether, and informed them what the far-
mer
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mer was about. He told them that hemp was the
tnaterial from which the nets, {o fatal to the fea-
thered race, were compofed ; and advifed them una-
nimoufly to join in picking it up, in order to prevent
the confequences. The Birds, either difbelieving
his information, or negle&ting his advice, gave them-
felves no trouble about the matter. In alittle time
the hemp appeared above ground ; the friendly
Swallow again addrefied himfelf to them, told them
it was not yet too late, provided they would imme-
diately fet about the work, before the {eeds had taken
too deep root. But they ftill rejeCting his advice,
he forfook their fociety, repaired for fafety to towns
and cities, there built his habitation and kept his
refidence. One day, as he was {kimming along
the ftreets, he happened to fee a large parcel of thofe
very birds, imprifoned in a cage, on the fhoulders
of a bird-catcher. Unhappy wretches, faid he, you
now feel the punifhment of your former neglect.

But thofe who, having no forefight of their own,
defpife the wholefome admonition of their friends,
deferve the mifchiefs which their own obftinacy
or negligence brings upon their heads, e

FABL E XV.
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The Afs and the Lap-dog.

‘A N Afs, who lived in the fame houfe with 2 fa-
y vourite Lap-dog, obferving the fuperior degree
of affection which the little minion enjoyed, imagin-
ed he had nothing more to do, in order to obtain an
equal thare in the good graces of the family, than to
imitate the Lap-dog’s playful and endearing carefles,
Accordingly he began to frifk about before his maf-
ter, kicking up his heels and braying, in an aukward
affeftation of wantonnefs and pleafan try; thisftrange
behaviour could not fail of raifing much laughter,
which the Afs miftaking for approbation and en-
couragement, he proceeded to leapupon his mafter’s
breaft, and began very familiarly to lick his face ;
but he was prefently convinced, by the force of a
good cudgel, that what is fprightly and agreeable in
one, may in another be juftly cenfured as rude and
impertinent ; and that the fureft way to gain efteem,
is for every one to a& {uitably to his own natural
genius and charaéter.

+ FABLE XVI,
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FiAB L:E1 XVI.
The Lion and the Moufe.

LION by accident laid his paw upon a poor
A innocent Moufe. The frighted little creature,
imagining fhe was juit going to be devoured, beg-
ged hard for her life, urged that clemency was the
faireft attribute of power, and carneitly intreated his
majefty not to ftain his illuftrious paws with the
blood of fo infignificant an animal ; upon which the
Lion very generoufly fet her at liberty. It happened
a few days afterwards, that the Lion, ranging for his’
prey, fell into the toils of the hunter. The Moufe
heard his roarings, knew the voice of her benefa&or,
and immediately repairing to his aflitance, gnawed
in pieces the mefhes of the net, and by delivering
her preferver, convinced him that there is no crea-
ture fo much below another, but may have it in his
power to return a good office,

FABLE XVIL
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FAB LoE XKVIE

The Wolf and the Crane.

‘A WOLF bhaving with too much greedinefs
A fwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ftuck in
his thfoat ; and in the violence of his pain he ap-
plicd to feveral animals, earneltly entreating them
to extralt it. None cared fo hazard the dangerous
experiment, except the Crane ; who, perfuaded by
his folemn promifesof a gratuity, ventured to thruft
her enormous length of neck down his throat, and
having fuccefsfully performed the operation, claimed
the recompence.  See theunreafonablenefs of fome
creatures, faid the Wolf! have I not fuffered thee
fafely to draw thy neck out of my jaws, and baft
thou the conicience to demand a further reward ?

FABLE XVIII
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The Countryman and the Snake.

N honeft Countryman obferved a Snake lying
under a hedge almoft frozen to death, He
was moved with compaflion ; and bringing it home,
he laid it near the fire, and gave it fome new milk.
"Thus fed and cherifhed, the creature prefently began
to revive : but no fooner had he recovered ftrength
énough to do mifchief, than he {prung upon the
Countryman’s wife, bit one of his children, and, in
fhort, threw the whole family into confufion and
terror, Ungrateful wretch ! faid the man, thou
haft {ufficiently taught me how ill-judged it is to
confer benefits on the worthlefs and undeferving.
So faying, he fnatched up an hatchet, and cut the
fnake in picces,

C FABLE XIX,
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The Dog and the Shadow.

N hungry Spaniel, having ftolen a piece of

fleth from a butcher’s thop, was carrying it
acrofs a river. The water being clear, and the fun
fhining brightly, he faw his own image in the ftream,
and fancied it to be another Dog with a more de-
licious morfel : upon which, unjuftly and greedily
opening his jaws to fnatch at the Shadow, he loft

the fubftance.

FABLE XX,
#

Y



KAWOCLEN T PARLES. b

il|'_f| ,ﬁfi g/max TP E—
:*»7_‘_\ =
ORN\R

ol W S 1 W il @
The Sun and the Wind.

H@EBUS and Aolus had onee a difpute

which of them could fooneft prevail with a
certain traveller to part with his cloak. Folus
began the attack, and affaulted him with great
violence. But the man wrapping his cloak fill
clofer about him, doubled his efforts to keep it,
and went on his way, And now, Pheebus darted
his warm infinuating rays, which melting the tra-
veller by degrees, at length obliged him to throw
afide that cloak, which all the rage of Aiolus
could not compel him to refign.  Learn hence,
faid Pheebus to the bluftering god, that foft and
gentle means will often accomplifh what force and
fury can never effe&. '

C 2 FABLE XXI.
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The Wolf and the Mafiiff.

f LEAN half-ftarved Wolf inadvertently
firolled in the way of a ftrong well-fed

aftiff. 'The Wolf being much too weak to act
upon the offenfive, thought it moft prudent to ac-
coft honeft Towfer in a friendly manner; and
among other civilities, very complaifantly con-
gratulated him on his goodly appearance. Why,
yes, returned the Maftiff, I am_indeed in tolerable
~cafe 3 and if you will follow me, you may foon be
‘gltogether in as good a plight. The Wolf pricked
up his ears at the propofal, and requefted to be in-
formed what he mufl do to earn fuch plentiful meals.
Very little, replied the Maftiff only drive away
beggars, carefs my mafler, and be civil to his fa-
mily. To thefe conditions the hungry Wolf had
no obje&tion, and very readily confented to follow
his new acquaintance wherever he would conduct
+ him,
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him. As they were trotting along, fhe Wolf obw
ferved that th° hair was worn in a cfrcle round his
friend's neck ; which raifed his curidfity to enquire
what was the occafion of it. Nothing, anfwered
the Maftiff, or a mere trifle ; perhaps the collar to
which my chain is fometimes faltened. ‘Chain ! re=
plied the Wolf, with much furprize ; it fhould feém
then that you are not permitted to rove about where
and when you pleafe. Not always, returned Tow-

fer, hanging down his head ; but what does that
fignify ? It fignifies fo mucl., rejoined the Wolf;

that I am refolved to have no fhare in your dinners;

half a meal with liberty, is, in my eftimationy pre-
fergile to a full one without it.

AR R XX

Fortune and the School Boy.

SCHOOL-BOY, fatigued with play,
threw himfelf down by the brink of a- deep

well, where he fell faft afleep. Fortune happening
C 3 to
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to pafs by, faw him in this dangerous fituation,
and kindly gave him a tap on the fhoulder: My
dear child, faid fhe, if you had fallen into this well,
I thould have borne,the blame; though in fa&,
the accident would have been wholly owing to
your ewn carelefsnefs.

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal, is but
another word for imprudence.. The maxim is by
no means abfolutely true: certain, however, it is,
that mankind fuffer more evils from their own im-
prudence, than from events which it is not in their
power to controul.

EA B L E XX
The Frog and the Ox.

FROG being wonderfully flruck with the

fize and majefty of an Ox that was grazing

in the marfhes, could not forbear endeavouring to
' expand
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expand herfelf to the fame portly magnitude. Af-
ter puffing and {welling for fome time, ¢ What
< think you, fifter,”” faid fhe, ¢ will this do 22 Far
from it. < Will this !> By no means. “¢ But this
< furely will?”’ Nothing like it. In fhort, after
many ridiculous efforts to the fame fruitlefs purpofe,
the fimple Frog burft her fkin, and miferably ex-
pired upon the fpot, -

Bra Bl FE O XXV
" The Lion and other Beafls hunting in Part:zer;/?x}.

r HE Bull, and feveral other beafts, were am-
A bitious of the honour of hunting with the
Lion. His favage majelty gracioufly condefcended
to their defire ; and it was agreed, that they fhould
all have an equal fhare in whatever might be taken.
“I’hey fcour the foreft, are unanimous in the purfuit;
and, after a very fine chace, pull down a noble Stag.
It was divided with great dexterity by the Bull, into
' 4 four
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four equal parts ; but juft as he was going to fe-
cure his thare—Hold, fays the Lion, let no one
prefume to ferve himfelf, till he hath heard our juft
and reafonable claims. I feize upon the firft quar-
ter by virtue of my prerogative ; the fecond, I think,
1s due to my fuperior conduct and courage ; I can-
not forego the third, on aceount of the neceflities of

~my den ; and if any one is inclined to difpute my
vight to the fourth, let him fpeak. Awed by the
majefty of his frown, and the terror of his paws,
they filently withdrew, refolving never to hunt again
but with their equals,

ZihBLE XXV
The dnt and the Fly.

N Ant and a Fly had once a ridiculous con-

teft about precedency, and were arguing
which of the two was the more honourable : fuch
difputes moft frequently happen amongft the IOWE{E
and
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and moft worthlefs creatures. The Fly exprefled
great refentment, that fuch a poor, crawling infect, -
thould prefume to lie bafking in the fame funfhine
with one fo much her fuperior. Thou haft not
furely the infolence, faid fthe, to imagine thyfelf of
an equal rank with m¢ / I am none of your mecha-
nic creatures who live by their induftry ; but enjoy.
in plenty, and without labour, every thing that is
truly delicious. I place myfelf uncontrouled upon
the heads of kings ; I kifs with freedom the lips of
beauties ; ard feaft upon the choiceft facrifices that.
are offered to the gods. To eat with the gods, re=
plied the Ant, and to enjoy the favours of the fair
and the powerful, woulc be great honour indeed to
one who was an invited or a welcome gueft ; but
an impertinent intruder, who is driven out. with
averfion and contempt wherever he appears, has not
much caufe methinks to boaft of his privileges.
And as to the honour of not labouring:for your {ub-
fitence ; here too your boaft is only your difgrace ;
for hence it is; that one half of the year you are
deftitute even of the common neceflaries of life ;
whilft I, at the fame time, retiring to the hoarded
aranaries which my heneft induftry has filled, en-
joy every fatisfaétion, independent of the favour
either of beauties or of kings.

T CEIRBEE XXV
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FABLE XXVIL
The Bear and the twe Friends.

W O Friends, fetting out together upon a
journey which led thro’ a dangerous foreft,
mutually promifed to affift each other, if they thould
happen to be affaulted. They had not proceeded
far, before they perceived a Bear making towards
them with great rage. There were no hopes in
flight : but one of them, being very attive, fprung
up into a tree ; upon which the other, throwing
himfelf flat on the ground, held his breath, and
pretended to be dead ; remembering to have heard
it aflerted, that this creature will not prey upon a
dead carcafe, The Bear came up, and after fmell-
ing to him fome time, left him, and went on. When
he was fairly out of fight and hearing, the hero
from the tree calls cut—Well, my friend, what faid
the Bear ? He feemed to whifper you very c]ofe}]iy.
e



ANCIENT FABLES, 133

‘He did fo, replied the other, and gave me this good
piece of advice ;—never to aflociate with a wretch,
who in the hour of danger will defert his friend.

RUACR LT E CXKNAT
The Bull and the Gnat.

CONCEITED Gnat, fully perfuaded of

his own importance, having placed himfelf
on the horn of a Bull, exprefled great uneafinefs left
his weight fhould be incommodious: and with
much ceremony begged the Bull’s pardon for the
liberty he had taken ; afluring him that he would
immediately remove, if he prefled too hard upon
him. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs on that account,
replied the Bull, I befeech you ; for as I never per-
ceived when you fate down, I fhall probably not
mifs you whenever you think fit to rife up.

Cé6 FABLE XXVIII.
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The Wafps and the Bees.

RETENDERS of every kind are beft de-
teted by appealing to tieir works.

Some honey-combs being claimed by a {warm:
of Wafps, the right owners protefted againft their
demand, and the caufe was referred to a Hornet.
W itnefles being examined, they depofed that cer=
tain winged creatures, who had a loud hum, were.
of a vellowith colour, and fomewhat like Bees,
were obferved a confiderable time hovering about.
the place where this neft was found. DBut this
did not fufficiently decide the queftion ; for thefe
charaGeriftics, the Hornet obferved, agreed no
lefs with the Bees than with the Wafps. At
jength a fenfible old Bee offered to put the mat-
ter upon this decifive iffuc : Let a place be ap-
pointed by the court, faid he, for the plaintiffs

and
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and defendants to work in : it will then foon ap-
pear which of us are capable of forming fuch regu~
lar cells, and afterwards of filling them with fo de-
Ticious 2 fluid. The Wafps, refufing to agree to
this propofal, fufficiently convinced the judge on
which fide the right lay ;.and he decreed the honey~
combs accordingly.
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The Old Man and Death:

. FEEBLE ©ld Man, guite fpent with car-

! rying a burthen of fticks, which, with much
labour, he had gathered in a. neighbouring wood,
called upon Death to releafe him from the fatigues
he endured. Death. hearing the invocation, was
immediately at his elbow, and afked him what he
wanted. Frighted and'trembling at the unexpected
appearance : O good fir | faid he, my burthen had
like
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like to have ilipt from me, and being unable tore-
cover it myfelf, [ only implored your afliftance to
replace it on my fhoulders.
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The Court and Country Moufe.

CONTENTED Country-Moufe had
A once the honour to receive a vifit from an
old acquaintance belonging to the Court. The
Country-Moufe, extremely glad to fee her gueft,
very hofpitably fet before her the beft cheefe and
bacon which her cottage afforded ; and as to their
beverage, it was the pureft water from the {pring.
The repaft was homely indeed, but the welcome.
hearty : ‘they fate and chatted away the evening
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace
and quietnefs each to her little cell. The next
morning, when the gueft was to take her ]ea;if,

e
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fhe kindly prefled her country friend to-accompany
her ; fetting forth, in very pompous terms, the
great elegance and plenty in which fhe lived at
court. The Country-Moufe was eafily prevailed

upon, and they fet out fogether. It was late in the
evening when they arrived at the palace ; however,
in one of the rooms, thev found the remains of ‘2
fumptuous entertainment. There were creams,:
and jellies, and {weetmeats ; and every thing, in

thort, of the moft delicate kind : the cheefe was

Parmelan, and they wetted their whitkers in ex-

quifite Champaign. But before they had half
finifhed their repaft, they wete alarmed with the

barking and feratching of a Lap-Dog; then the

mewing of a Cat frightened them almoft to death ;

by and by, a whole train of fervants burft into

the room, and every thing was {wept away in an

inftant. Ah! my dear friend, faid the Country-

Moufe, as foon as fhe bad recovered courage

enough to fpeak, if your fine living is thus inter-

rupted with fears and dangers, let me return to my

plain food, and my peaceful cottage ; for what is

elegance without eafe ; or plenty with an aching

heart ? '

‘FABLE XXXI.
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PUOATBE R XXX
The Fox and the Goat.

FOX and a Goat travelling together, in a:

very fultry day, found themfelves exceed-
ingly thirfly ;. when looking round the country in
order to cifcover a place where they might pro-
bably meet with water, they at length defcried a
clear {pring at the bottom of a well. T'hey both
eagerly defcended, and having fufficiently allayed
their thirft; began to confider how they fhould get.
out, Many expedients for that purpofe were-
mutually propofed, and rejecked. At laft the crafty.
Fox cried out with great joy, I have a thought
juft ftruck intomy mind, which I am confident:
will extricate us out of our difficulty: do you,
faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf up upon-
our hinder legs, and reft your fore-féet againft
the fide of the well. 1In this pofture, I will climb
up to your head, from whence I fhall be able,
with-
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with a {pring, to reach the top: and when I am
once there, you are fenfible it will be very eafy
for me to pull you out by the horns. The fimple
Goat liked the propofal well ; and immediately
placed himfelf as dire&ted : by means of which
the Fox, without much difficulty, gained the top.
And now, faid the Goat, give me the affiftance
you promifed. "I'bou old fool, replied the Fox,
hadft thou but half as much brains as beard, thou
wouldft never have believed, that I would hazard
my own life to fave thine, However, I will leave
with thee a piece of advice, which may be of fer-
vice to thee hereafter, if thou fhould have the
good fortune to make thy efcape: ¢ Never ven-
ture into a well again, before thou haft well confi-
dered how to get out of it,” |

FABLE XXXII
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Fok B g - XX XTI
The Farmer, the Crancs, and the Stork.

STCRK was unfortunately drawn into

company with fome Cranes, who were juft
fettivg out on a party of pleafure, as they called it,
which in truth was to rob the fith-ponds of a
neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Stork agreed to
m ke one; and it fo happened, that they were all
taken in the fa&. ~The Cranes having been old
offenders, had very littie to {ay for themfelves, and
were prefently difpatched ; but the Stork pleaded
hard for his life. £ He urged that it was his firft
fault, that he was not naturally addiéted to ft:aling
fith, that ke was famous for picty to his parents,
and, in fhort, for many other virtues. Y our piety
and virtue, faid the Farmer, may, for aught I know,
be exemplary; but your being in company with
thicves renders it very fufpicious ; and you muft
therefore fubmit with patience to fhare the fame
punifhment with your companions.

FABLE XXXIIL
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EABLE XXX
The Oak and the Willow.
A. CONCEITED Willow had oncethe

A vanity to challenge bis mighty neighbour
the Oak, to a trial of firength. It was to be de-
termined by the next ftorm ; and Aolus was ad-
drefled by both parties, to exert his moft powerful
efforts.  This was no fooner afked than granted ;
and a violent hurricane arofe : when the pliant
Willow, bending from the blaft, or fhrinking
under it, evaded all its force ; while the generous
Qak, dildaining to give way, oppofed its fury, and
was torn up by the roots. Immediately the Wil-
low began to exult, and to claim the victory ;
when thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exal-
tation : Calleft thou this a trial of ftrength? Poor
wretch ! not to thy flrength, but weaknefs ; not to
thy boldly facing danger, but meanly fkulking from
ity thou oweft thy prefent fafety. [ am an Oak,

‘ : though
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though fallen ; thou {till a Willow, thouzh un-
hurt: but who, except fo mean a wretch as thy-
felf, would prefer an ignominious life, preferved by
craft or cowardice, to the glory of meeting death
in an honourable caufe ?

FAB.LE"' XXXIV,
The Boy and the Filberts,

CERTAIN Boy, as Epicetus tells the

fable, put his hand into a pitcher, where
great plenty of figs and filberts were depofited ; he
grafped as many as his fift could poffibly hold, but
when he endeavoured to pull it out, the narrow-
nefs of the neck prevented him. Unwilling to lofe
any of them, but unable to draw out his hand, he
burft into tears, and bitterly bemoaned his hard
fortune. An honeft fellow who ftood by, gave
him this wife and feafonable advice; Gralp
enly half the quantity, my Boy, and you will cafily
fucceed.

FABLE XXXV,



1
!
N

LREABAE XXX

The Satyr and the Traveller.

POOR man travelling in the depth of win-

ter, through a dreary foreft, no inn to re-
ceive him, no human creature to befriend or com-
fort him, was in danger of being {tarved to death,
At laft, however, he came to the cave of a Satyr,
where he intreated leave to reft awhile, and fhel-
ter himfelf from the inclemency of the weather.
"The Satyr very civilly complied with his requetft.
The man had no fooner entered, than he began to
blow his fingers, His hoft, furprifed at the novelty
of the altion, was curious to know the meaning
of it. 1 do it, faid the Traveller, to warm my
frozen joints, which are benumbed with cold.
Prefently. afterwards, the Satyr having prepared
a mefs of hot gruel to refreth his gueft, the man
found it neceflary to blow his pottage too. What,

inquired the Satyr, is not your gruel hot enough 2
b A
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Yes, replied the Traveller, too hot; and I blow it
to make it cooler. Do you fo? quoth the Saty%
then get out of my cave as faft as you can ; for
defire to have no communication with a creature
that blows hot and cold with the fame breath.

FALS LB XXXV,
The Horfe and the Stag.

EFORE the ufe of Horfes was known in
B the world, one of thofe noble animals, hav-
ing been infulted by a Stag, and finding himfelf
unequal to his adverfary, applied to a man for
afliftance. The requeft was eafily granted, and
the man putting a bridle in his mouth, and mount-
ing upon his back, foon came up with the Stag,
and laid him dead at his enemy’s feet. The Horfe
having thus gratified his revenge, thanked his
auxiliary : And now will I zeturn in triumph, faid

he,
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he, and reign the undifputed lord of the foreft. .
By no means, replied the Man ; I fhall have occa-
fion for your fervices, and you muft go home with
me, So faying, he led him to his hovel, where
the unhappy Steed fpent the remainder of his days
in a laborious fervitude ; fenfible too late, that how
pleafing foever revenge may appear, it always cofts
more to a generous mind than the purchafe is
worth.

EAA BE F - XXXVIL

The Farmer and his Sons.

WEALTHY old farmer, who had for fome

time declined in his health, perceiving that

ke had not many days to live, called his fons to-
gether to his bedfide. My dear children, faid the
dying man, I leave it with you as my laft injunc-
tion, not to part with the farm, which has been in
our family thefe hundred years : for, to difclofe to
you a fecret which I received from my father, and
X which
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which I now think proper to communicate to you,
there is a treafure hid fomewhere in the grounds ;
though I never could difcover the particular fpot
where it lies concealed. However, as foon as the
harveft is got in, fpare no pains in the fearch, and_
I am well aflured you will not lofe your labour. The
wife old man was no fooner laid in his grave, and
the time he mentioned arrived, than his fons went to
work, and with great vigour and alacrity turned up
again and again every foot of ground belonging to
their farm ; the confequence of which was, although
they did not find the object of their purfuit, that
their lands yielded a far more plentiful crop than
thofe of their neighbours. At the end of the year,
when they were fettling their accounts, and com-
puting their extraordinary profits, I would venture
a wager, {2id one of the brothers, more acute than
the re{’f, that this was the concealed wealth my fa-
ther meant. 1 am fure, at leaft, we have found by
experience, that ¢ Induftry is itfelf a treafure.”

FABLE XXXVIiL
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FiACB T ES IRV
The Lion and the Gnaz.

A VAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible in-

: fect! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat
that was frifking about in the air near his den.
The Gnat, enraged at- this unprovoked infult,
vowed revenge, and immediately darted into the
Lion’s ear. After having fufficiently teazed him in
that quarter, the quitted her {tation, and retired un-
der his belly ; and from thence made her laft and
moft formidable attack in his noftrils, where fting -
ing him almoft to madnefs, the Lion at length fell
dewn, utterly fpent with rage, vexation, and pain,
"T'he Gnat having thus abundantly gratified her re-
fentment, flew off in great exultation : but in the
heedlefs tranfports of her fuccefs, not fufficiently at-
tending to her own fecurity, fhe found herfelf unex-
peCedly entangled in the web of a fpider ; who,
" rufbing
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ruthing out inftantiy upon her, put an end to her
triumph and her life. ; Sjoet
This fable inftruts us, never toduffer fuccefs fo

far to tranfport us, as- to throw us off our guard
againft a reverfe of fortune. '

F.A B I B oXXX1X,
The Mifer and his Treafure.

{ MISER having fcraped together a confider-
able fum of money, by denying himfelf the
common conveniences of life, was much embar-
rafled where to lodge it moft fecurely. After many
perplexing debates with himfelf, he at length fixed
upon a corner in a retired field, where he depofited
his T'reafure, and with it his heart, in a hole, which
he dug for that purpofe. His mind was now for a
moment at eafe ; but he had not proceeded many
paces in his way home, when all his anxicty relur(rlx-
5 eds
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ed ; and he could not forbear going back to fee that
every thing was fafe. This he repeated again and
again ! till he was atlaft obferved by a labourer who
was mending a hedge in an adjacent meadow. The
fellow concluding that fomething extraordinary
muft be the oceafion of the frequent vifits, marked
the {pot; and coming in the night in order to ex-
amine it, he difcovered the prize, and bore it off
unmolefted. Early the next morning, the Mifer
again rencwed his vifit; when finding his Treafure
gone, he broke out into the moft bitter exclama-
tions. A Traveller, who happened to be pafling
by at the fame time, was moved by his complaints
to enquire into the caufe of them.” Alas! replied
the Mifer, I have fuftained the moft cruel and ir-
reparable lofs ! fome villain has robbed me of a fum
of money, which I buried under this ftone no longer
ago than yefterday. Buried! returned the Tra-
veller with furprize; a very extraordinary method
truly of difpofing of your riches ! Why did you not
rather keep them in your houfe, that they might
be ready for your daily occafions? Daily occa-
fions ! refumed the Mifer, with an air of much in-
dignation ; do you imagine I fo little know the
value of money, as to fuffer it to be run away with
by occafions ? on the contrary, I had prudently
refolved not to touch a fingle thilling of it. If that
was your wife refolution, anfwered the Traveller,
I fee no fort of reafon for your being thus afflicted ;
1t is but putting this ftone in the place of your

Treafure, and it will anfiwer all your purpofes full
as well,

D2 FABLE XL,
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Minerva’s Olive.

HE gods, fay the heathen mythologifts, have
cach of them their favourite tree. Jupiter
preferred the oak, Venus the myrtle, and Pheebus
the Jaurel ; Cybele the pine, and Hercules the pop-
lar. Minerva, furprized that they fhould choofe
barren trees, atked Jupiter the reafon. [t is, faid
he, to prevent any fufpicion that we confer the ho-
nour we do them, from an interefted motive. Let
folly fufpect what it pleafes, returned Minerva ; 1
thail not feruple to acknowledge, that I make choice
of the Olive for the ufefulnefs of its fruit. O daugh-
ter, replied the father of the gods, it is with juftice
that men efteem thee wife ; for nothing is truly va-
luable that is not ufeful.

b FABLE XLL
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The Mimic and the Qountryman.

. EN often judge wrong from fome foolifh
ki prejudice ; and whilit they perfift in the de-
fence of their miftakes, are fomctimes brought to
fhame by inconteftable evidence.

A certain wealthy patrician, intending to treag
the Roman people with fome  theatrical entertain-
ments, publifhed a reward to any one who could
furnith outanew or uncommon diverfion. Excited
by emulation, the artifts affembled from all parts ;
among whom, a Mimic, well known for his arch
wit, gave out, that he had a kind of entertainment
that had never yet been produced upon any ftage.

‘This report being f{pread about, brought the
whole city together. ‘The theatre could hardly
coutatn the number of fpeCtators, And when the

3 artift
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artift appeared alone upon the ftage, without any
apparatus, without any prompter or affiftant, cu-
riofity and fufpenfe kept the fpeCtators in a pro-
found filence.

On a fudden the performer thruft down his head
into his bofom, and mimicked the fqueaking of a
young pig fo naturally, that the audience infifted
upon it, he had one under his cloak, and ordered
him to be fearched. ‘Which being done, and no-
- thing appearing, they loaded the man with enco-
miums, and honoured him with the moft extrava-
gant applaufe. o
A country fellow obferving what pafled —
s¢ Faith,” fays he, I can do this better than he :*
and immediately gave out, that he would perform
the fame much better the next day. Accordingly,
greater crowds affembled :* prepofiefled, however,
in favour of the firlt artift, they fit prepared to
laugh at the Clown, rather than to judge fairly of
his performance.

"They both came out upon the ftage. The Mi-
mic grunts away firfl, is received with vaft ap-
plaufe, and the loudeft acclamations. Then the
Countryman, pretending that he concealed a little
pig under his clothes (which, in fal, he did)
pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him
fqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that the firft
performer had imitated the pig much more natu-
rally; and would have hifled the Countryman off
the ftage, but he produced the real pig from his
bofom, and, convincing them by a vifible proof of
their ridiculous error ; See, gentlemen, fays he,

{¥bat pretty fort of judges you are!

FABLE XLII
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FABLE XLIIL
The Dog and the Crocodile,

E can never be too carefully guarded
againft a'connection with perfons of an ill
charalter.

As a Dog was courfing the banks of the Nile,
he grew thirfty; but, fearing to be feized by the
monfters of that river, he would not ftop to fatiate
his drought, but lapped as he ran.. A Crocodile
raifing his head above the {urface of the water, afk-
ed him, why he was in fuch a hurry ¢ he had often, -
he faid, withed for his acquaintance, and fhould be
olad to embrace the prefent opportunity. You do
me great honour, returned the Dog, but itis to

avoid fuch companions as you that I am in fo much
hafte..

D4  FABLE XLIIL.
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FABLE XLIL
The Wolf in Difguife. -
DESI.'GNING hypocrites frequently lay

themf{elves open to difcovery, by over-acting

their parts.

A& Wolf, who by frequent vifits to a flock of
fheep in his neighbourhood, began to be extremely
well known to them, thought it expedient, for the
more fuccefsfully carrying on his depredations, to
appear in a new character. To this end he dif-
guiled himfelfin a fhepherd’s habit ; and refting his
fore-feet upon a ftick, which ferved him by way of
crook, he foftly made bis approaches towards the
fold. ‘It happened that the fthepherd and his dog
were both of them extended on the grafs, faft afleep ;
fo that he would certainly have fucceeded in his pro-
ject, if be had not imprudently attempted to imitate
the thepherd’s voice, The horrid noife awakened

them
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them both : When the Wolf, encumbered with his
difzuife, and finding it impoflible either to refit or
to flee, yielded up his life an eafy prey to the fhep-
heid’s dog.

F:ABLE XLIV.
The Bee and the Spider.

' HE Bee and the Spider once entered into

a warm debate which was the better artift.

The Spider urged her fkill in the mathematics, and
afferted, that no one was half fo well acquainted as
herfelf with the conftruction of lines, angles, {quares,
and circles : that the web fhe daily wove was a fpe-
cimen of art inimitable by any other creature in the
univerfe : and befides, that her works were derived
frem herfelf alone, the product of her own bowels :
whereas the boafted honey of the Bee was ftolen
from every herb and flower of the field ; nay, that

D s fhe
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{be had obligations even to the meaneft weeds.. To
this the Bee replied,, that fhe was in hopes the art of
extracting honey from the meancft weeds would at

leaft have been 2llowed her as an excellence ; and
that as to her ftealing fweets from the herbs and
flowers of the field, her {kill was there fo confpicu-~

ous, that no flower ever fuffered the leaft diminution

ofits fragrance from fo delicate an operation. Then,

as to the Spider’s vaunted knowledge in the con-
itrudtion of lines and angles, fhe believed the might
fafely reft the merits of her caufe on the regularity:
alone of her combs ; but fince the could add to this,
the fweetnefs and excellence of her honey, and the

various purpofes to which her wax was employed,
{lie had nothing to fearfrom the comparifon of her;
‘kill with that of the weaver of a flimfy cobweb :

for the value of every art, fhe obferved,, is chiefly:
to be eflimated by its ufe, ‘

FABLE XLV.
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FARB LEG Xiva
T e Afs and his Maffer..

' DILIGENT Af, daily loaded beyond his
. f{trength by a.fevere Mafter whom he had
Jong ferved, and who kept him at very fhort com=
mons, happened one day in his old age to be oppre{l-
ed with a more than ordinary burthen of earthen-
ware. His flrength being much impaired, and the
road deep and uneven, he unfortunately made a trip,
and, unable to recover himfelf, fell down and broke
all the veflels to pieces.. His Mafter, tranfported
with rage, began to beat him moft unmercifully,
Againlt whom the poor Afs, lifting up his head as
he Jay on the ground, thus firongly remonftrated :
Unfeeling wretch ! to thy own avaricious cruelty,
in firft pinching me of food, and then loading me
beyond my ftrength, thou oweft. the misfortune.
which thou fo unjuftly imputeft to me..

Dé6 FABLE XLVI,
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FIA'B LE X XEVE
The Cock and the Fox.

N experienced old Cock was fettling himfelf

to rooft upon a high bough, when a Fox ap-
peared under the tree. I am come, faid the artful
hypocrite, to acquaint you, in the name of all my
brethren, that a general peace is concluded between
our whole family and ours. Defcend immediately,
1 befeech you, that we may mutually embrace upon
fo joyful and umexpelted an event. My good
friend, replied the Cock, nothing could be more
agreeable to me than this news : and to hear it from
you increafes my fatisfaction. But I perceive two
hounds at a diftance coming this way, who are pro-
hably difpatched as couriers with the treaty : as they
run very fwiftly, and will certainly be here in a few
minutes, 1 will wait their arrival, that we may all
four embrace together. Reynard well knew, if that
was the calé, it was no time for him to remdin
y there
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thereany longer: pretending therefore to bein great
hafte ;. Adieu, faid he, for the prefent ; we will re~

~ferve our rejoicings to another opportunity : upon
which he darted into the woods with 2ll imaginable
expedition. Old Chauticleer no fooner faw him
depart, than he crowed abundartly in the triumph
of his artifice : for by a harmlefs ftratagem to dif-
appoint the malevolent intentions of thofe who are
endeavouring to deceive usto our ruin, is not only
innocent but laudable. :

A PBLE XLV :
The Eagle and the Crow.

3

O miftake our own talents, or over-rate our
abilities, s always ridiculous, and fometimes
dangerous.

- An Eagle, from the" top of a high mountain,
‘ making
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making a ftoop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore it
away to her young. - A Crow, who had built her
neft in a cedar near the foot of the rock, obferving
what paffed, was ambitious of performing the fame
exploit; and darting from her neft, fixed her talons.
in the fleece of another lamb. But neither able to
move her prey, nor to difentangle her feet, the was
taken by the thepherd, and carried away for his
children to play with ; who eagerly enquiring what-
bird it was,—An hour ago, faid he, fhe fancied
herfelf an Eagle ; however,. I fuppofe fhe is by this
time convinced that fhe is but 2 Crow.

L

~he=— =
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be: Farmer and. the Stag..

STAG, who had left at fome diftance a-
pack of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and
defired he would fuffer him to hide himfelf in a litile
coppice which joined to bis houfe.  The Farmer,
O,
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on condition that he would forbear to enger a field
of wheat, which lay before him, and was now ready
for the fickle, immediately gave him leave, and pro-
mifed not to betray him. T'he fquire with his train:
inftantly appeared, and enquiring whether he had
not feen the Stag ; No, f{aid the Farmer, he has
not pafled this way, I 'aflure you: but, in order to-
curry favour at the fame time with his worfhip, he
pointed {lily with his finger to the place where the
poor beaft lay goncealed. This however the fportf-
man, intent on his game, did'not obferve, but paffed.
on with his dogs acrofs the very field. As foon as
the Stag perceived they were gone,<he prepared to
iteal off, without fpeaking a word. Methinks, cried
the Farmer, you might thank me, at leaft, for the
refuge [ have afforded you: Yes, faid the Stag,“and
had your hands been as honeft as your tongue, [
certainly thouldr;  but all the return that a double-.
dealer has to expect, is a juft indignation and.con--
eI pt..

FABLE XLIX.
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F'A'BLE 'XLIX.
The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox.

LION and a Tyger jointly feized on 2
: young fawn, which they immediately killed.
This they had no fooner performed, than they fell a
fighting, 1n order to decide whofe property it fhould
be. T he battle was fo bloody, and fo obftinate, that
they were both compelled, thro” wearinefs and lofs
of blocd, to defift ; and lay down by mutual confent,,
totally difabled. At this inftant, a2 Fox unluckily
came by ; who, perceiving their fituation, made
bold to feize the contefted prey, and bore it off un-
molefted. Asfeon as the Lion could recover breath:
— How foolifh, faid he, has been our condu& ! In-~
ftead of being contented, as we ought, with our re-
fpeltive fhares, our fenfelefs rage has rendered us
unable to prevent this rafcally Fox from defraud-

ing us of the whole.

FABLE L.
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T ARLE L
Tbe Lion and the Afs.

CONCEITED Afs had once the imper-
tinence to bray forth fome contemptuous
fpeeches again®t the Lion. The fuddennefs of the
infult at firft raifed fome eémotions of wrath in his
breaft;' but turning his head, and perceiving from
whence it came, they immediately fubfided ; and
he very fedately walked on, without deigning to
honour the contemptible creature even fo much as
with an angry word, :

FABLE LK



FABLE LL
The Snake and the Fledge-hog.

I T is by no means prudent to join interefts witk.
fuch as have it in their power to impofe upon
us their own conditions.

s
By the intreaties of a Hedge-hog, half ftarved
with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to receive
him into her cell. He was no fooner entered than
his prickles began to be very uneafy to his compa-
nion : upon which, the Snake defired he would pro-
vide himfelf another lodging, as fhe found, upon
trial, the apartment was not large enough to ac-
commodate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog, let
them that are uneafy in their fituation exchange it ;.
for my own part, 1 am very well contented where
.Y am: if you are not, you are welcome to remove
wwhenever you think proper.

FABLE LIL
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¥ A BT EC IR
The Trumpeter,

’ TRUMPETER in a certain army hap-

pened to be taken prifoner. He was ordered
immediately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for
himfelf, that it was unjuft a perfon fhould fuffer
death, who, far from zan intention of mifchief, did
not even wear an offenfive weapon. So much the
rather, replied one of the enemy, fhalt thou die ;
fince, without “.ny defign of fighting thyfelf, thou
exciteit others to the bloody bufinefs : for he that
is the abettor of a bad altion, is at leaft equally
guilty with him that commits it,

YABLE LiIl,
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FiABI Sy LU

¥ Vice and Fortune

ORTUNE and Vice, according to Plutareh,

had once a violent conteft, which'of thems had
it moft in their power to make mankind unhappy.
Fortune boafted that fhe could take from men every
external good, and bring upon them every external
evil. Be it fo, replied Vice; but this is by no
means fufficient to make them miferable without
my afliftance : whereas, without yours, 1 am able
to render them completely fo; nay, in {pite too of
2ll your endecavours to make them happy.

* This Fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord Bolingbroke
in his Philofophical Tradts,

FABLE LIV,
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Pl BREAE v LIV
The Bear and the Bees.

BE AR happened to be flung by a Bee; and-

the pain was {o acute, that in the madnefs of
revenge he ran into the garden, and overturned the
hive. This outrage provoked their anger to a high
degree, and brought the fury of the whole fwarm
upon him. They attacked him with fuch violence, -
that his life was in danger ; and it was with the ut-
moft difficulty that he made his efcape, wounded
from head to tail. 1In this defperate condition, la-
menting his misfortunes, and licking his fores, he
could not forbear refle&ting how much more ad=
vifeable it had been to have patiently acquiefced
under one injury, than thus, by an unprofitable re-
fentment, to have provoked a thoufand.

FI&BLE Ss
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The Mliery his Son, and their Afs.

A MILLER and his Son were driving their
[TX:-Afs tb market, in order to fell him 2 and
A N ¥ & i 3 5 x
that ke micht get thither frefh and in good condi-
tion, they drove him on gently before them. They
had not proceeded far, when they met a company of
travellers.  Sure, fay they, you are mighty careful
of your Af: methinks one of you might as we]] get
up and ride, as fuffer him to ‘walk on at his eafe,
while you trudge after on foot. In compliance
with this advice, the Old Man for his Son upon the
beait, And now, they had fcarce advanced a quar-
ter of a mile further, before they met another com-
pany. *I,’ou idle young rogue, faid one of the party,
why don’t you get down, and Jet your poor Father
SR 7 LS r 3
ride 2 Upon this, the OIld Man made his Son
¢ifmount, and got up himfelf. While they were
marching in this manner, a third company began to
infult
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infult ‘the Father. You hard-hearted unnatural
wretch, fay they, how can you fuffer that poor lad
to wade through the dirty while you, like an alder-
man, ride at your eafe ? "The good-natured Miller
ftood corrected, and immédiately took his Son up
behind him. And now the next man they met €X-
claimed with more vehemence and indignation than
all the reft—Was there ever fuch a couple of lazy
bpobies ! to overload in fo unconfcionable a man-
ner a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs able to
carry them than they are to carry him ! The com-
plying Old Man would have been half inclined to
make the trial, had not experience by this time fuf-
ficiently convinced him, that there cannot be a more
fruitlefs attempt, than to endeavour to pleafe all
_mankind.

FABLE 1
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Tie Sorcerefs,

IGHT and filence had now given repofe
£ to the whele world, when an old ill-natured
dorcerefs, in order to exercife her infernal arts, en-
tered into a gloomy wood, that trembled at her ap-
proach. " “The fcene of her horrid incantations was
within the circumference of large circle; in the
centre of which an altar was ratfed, where the hal-
lowed vervain blazed in triangular flames, while the
mifchievous Hag pronounced the dreadful words,
which bound all hel] in obedience to her charms,
She blows a raging peftilence from her lips into the
neighbouring folds ; the innocent cattle die, to afford
a fit facrifice to the infernal deities. The moon, by
powerful {pells drawn dows from her orb, enters the
wood : legions of fpirits from Pluto’s realms appear
before the altar, and demand her pleafure. Tell me,

- faid the, where I thall find what [ have loft, my. fa-
L\ E 1

2 vourite



.6 MODERN FABLES.

vourite little Dog. How !—cried they all, enraged
—Impertinent Beldame ! muft the order of nature
be inverted, and the repofe of every creaturc dif-
turbed, for the fake of thy little Dog?

PRABGE L
The Cameleon.

WO Travellers happened on their journey to

be engaged in a warm difpute about the co-

lour of the Cameleon. One of them affirmed, it
was blue ; that he had feen it with his own eyes,
upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding on the air,
in a very clear day. The other ftrongly aflerted it
was green, and that he had viewed it very clofely and
minutely on the broad leaf of a fig-tree. Both of
them were pofitive, and the difpute was rifing to a
quarrel : but a third perfon luckily coming by, they
agreed to refer the queftion to his decifion. Gen-
tlemen, faid the arbitrator, with a fmile of great
feMe
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felf-fatisfaCtion, you could not have been more lucky
in your reference, as I happ=n to have caught one
of them laft night: but indeed you are both mif-
taken, for the creature is totally black. Black!
impoffible | Nay, quoth the umpire, with great af-
furance, the matter may foon be decided, for I im-
mediately inclofed my Cameleon in a little paper
box, and here it is. So faying, he drew it out of his
pocket, opened his box, and behold it was as white
as fnow. The pofitive difputants looked equally
furprifed, and equally confounded: while the faga-
cious reptile, affuming the air of a philofopher, thus
admonifhed them: Ye children of men, learn diffi-
dence and moderation in your opinions. ’Tis true,
you happen, in the prefent inftance, to be all in the
right, and have only confidered the fubje&t under
different circumftances : but pray, for the future,
allow others to have eye-fight as well as your-
felves ; and be candid enough not to condemn any
man for judging of things as they appear to his own
view,

E 3 FABLE IV,
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FABLE 41V,
b e W’o&" and the Lamb.

-

f FLOCK of Sheep were feeding in a mea-
dow, while their Dogs were afleep, and their
Shepherd at a diftance playing on his pipe beneath
the fhade of a fpreading elm. A young unexpe-
ienced Lamb obferving a half-ftarved Wolf peeping
~through the pales of the enclofure, entered into con-
verfation with him. Pray what are you feeking for
here? faid the Lamb. I am looking, replied the
'Wolf, for fome tender grafs ; for nothing, you know,
is more pleafant than to feed in a frefh pafture, and
to flake one’s thirft at a cryftal flream : both which
I perceive you enjoy within thefe pales in their ut-
moft perfection. Happy creature! continued he,
how much [ envy your lot! who are in full pofie{-
fion of the utmoft [ defire: for philofophy has long
taught me to be fatisfied with a little. It feems

then, returned the Lamb, thofe who fay you feed on
) flefh,
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flefh, a-cufe you falfely, {ince alitte grafs will cafily
content you. If this be true, let us for the future’
live like brethren, and feed together. So faying, the-
fimple’ Lamb imprudently crept through the fence,
and became at once a prey to our pretended philofo~
pher, and a facrifice to his own inexperience and
credulity.

FABLE "Va
The Fox and the Bramble, t

FOX, cofely purfued by a pack ‘'of Dogs;

took fhelter under the covert'of a Bramble.

He rejoiced in this afylum ; and, for a while, was
very happy: but foon found, that if he attempted
to ftir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles on'

« every fide. However, making a virtue of neceflity,
he forbore to complain ; and comforted himfelf
with refleing, that no blifs is perfect: that good
and evil are mixed, and flow from the fame foun-

E 4 tain.
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tain. Thefe Briars indead, faid he, will tear my
fkini a litdle, yet they keep off the Does. For the
fake of the good then, let me bear the evil with pa-
tience : each bitter has its fiveet 3 and thefe Bram-
bles, though they wound my flefh, preferve my life
from danger,

® BB RS VT
Yte Falon and the Hon.

IFFERENT circumftances make the fame
aCtion right or wrong, a virtue or a vice.

Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid a Falcon :
to a Hen, you are certainly the moft ungrateful,
What inftance of ingratitude, replied the Hen, can
you juftly charge upon me? The greateft, returned
the Falcon ; ingratitude to your higheft benefaétors,
Men. Do they not feed you every day, and fhelter
you every might? Neverthelefs, when they endea-

vour
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vour to court you to them, you ungratefully forget

all their kindnefs, and fly from them as from an ene-
my. Now I, who am wild by nature, and no way
obliged to rhem ; yet upon the leaft of their carefles,
I fuffer myfelf to bv aken, and go, or come, at their
command All this is very true, replied the Hen,
but there may be a fufficient reafon both for my fear,
and your ﬁmrlranty I believe you never faw a
fingle Falcon roafting at the fire ; whereas I have
feen a hundred Hens truffed for that purpofe.

[T, O R
e Travellers and the Konzy-bag.

5 two Men were travelling on the road, one
of them efpied a Bag of Money lying on the
ground and picking it up, T am in luck this morn-
ing, faid he, I have found a Bag of Money. Yes,
returned the othery though methinks you fhould
E 5 not

frames
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not fay I, but #e have found it: for when two
friends are travelling together, they ought equally to
thare in any accidental good fortune that may hap-
pen to attend them. No, rejoined the former, it
was [ that found it, and I muft infift upon keeping
it. He had no fooner fpoken the words, than they
were alarmed with a hue and cry after a thief, who
had that morning taken a purfe upon the road. Lord,
fays the finder, this is extremely unfortunate; we
fhall certainly be feized. Good Sir, replied the
other, be pleafed not to fay 77, but 7: as you would
not allow me a fhare in the prize, you have no right
to make me a partner in the punifhment.

¥ & B.L Y  VIE,
The difcontented Afs.

EN the depth of winter a poor Afs prayed heartily
for the fpring, that he might exchange a cold
lodging, and a heartlefs trufs of ftraw, for a little
warm weather, and a mouthful of frefh grafs, Ina

fhort
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{hort time, according to his wifh, the warm weather
and the freth grafs came on'; but brought with them
" fo much toil and bufinefs, that he was foon as weary
of the fpring as before of the winter ; and he now.
became impatient for the approach of fummer.,
Summer arrives : but the heat, the harveft-work,’ -
and other drudgeries and inconveniencies of the fea-
fon, fet him as far from happinefs as before ; which
he now flattered himfelf would be found in the
plenty of autumn. But here too he is difappointed ;
for what ‘with the carrying of apples, roots, fuel
for the winter, and other provifions, he was in au-
tumn more fatigued than ever. Having thus trod
round the circle of the year; in a courfe of reftle(s
labour, uneafinefs, and difappointment, and found no
{eafon, nor ftation of life, without its bufinefs and its
trouble, he was forced at laft to acquiefce in the
comfortlefs {cafon of winter, where his complaint
began: convinced that in this world every fituation
has its inconvenience,

.

tel
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k. i o DR .
The two Springs.

TV‘/'O Springs, which ifived from the fame
mountain, began tneir courle together @ one
of them tock her way in 2 {ilent and gente {iream,
while the other ruthed zlong with a founding and
rapid current.  Sifter, faid the Jatter, at the rate you
move, you will probably be dried up before you ad-
vance much farther : whergas, for myfelf, | will
venture a wager, that within two or three hundred
furlongs 1 fhall become navigatl '
buting commerce acd wea
hall ma'efically proceed :
ocean - fo farew=il, dear fifier; and patiently f
ta your fate. Her fifter made no reply ; but calmly
defcending to thz meadows below, increafed her
fiream by numberlels Lide rifls, which fhe collected
in her progrefs, Gl at length fhe was enabled to nife
irito a confiderable river : whiift the proud Stream,
4 who
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who had the vanity to depend folely upon her own
fufficiency, continued a fhallow brook, and was glad
at Jaft to be helped forward, by throwing herfelf into
the arms of her defpifed fifter.

P BL ER
The Rofe and the Butterflys

FINE powdered Butterfly fell in love with a
.*[('% beautiful Rofe, who expanded her charms in
a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon ad-
jufted between them, and they mutually vowed eter-
nal ndelity.  "The Butterfly, perfeltly fatisfied with
the juccefs of his amour, tock a tender leave of his
miftrefs, and did not return again tll noon. What!
faid the Rofe, when the faw him approaching, is
the ardent paffion you vowed fo foon extinguifhad ?
It is an age fince you paid me a vifit. But no won~

er: for I obferved you courting by turns every
flower
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flower in the garden. You little coquette, replied
the Butterfly, it well becomes yox truly, to reproach’
me with my gallantries; when in fact I only copy
the example which you yourfelf have fet me. For,
not to mention the fatisfaltion with which you ad-
mitted the kiffes of the fragrant Zephyr, did I not
fee you difplaying your charms to the Bee, the Fly,
the Wafp, and, in fhort, encouraging and receiving
the addrefles of every buzzing infet that fluttered
within your view ? 1f you will be a coquette, you
muft expect to find me inconftant.

FABLE X,
The Tortoife and the two Duycks.
ANITY and idle curiofity are qualities

which generally prove deftructive to thofe
who fuffer themfelves to be governed by them.

A Tortoifz,
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A Tortoife, weary of paffing her days in the fame
obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful inclination to.
vilit foreign countries. Two Ducks, whom the
fimple Tortoife acquainted with her intention, un-
dertook to oblige her, upon the occafion. Accord-
ingly they told her, that if fhe would faffen her
mouth to the middle of a pole, they would take the
two ends, and tranfport her whitherfoever fhe chofe
to be conveyed. The Tortoife approved of the ex-
pedient ; and every thing being prepared, the Ducks
began their flight with her. T'hey had not travelled
far in the air, when they were met by a Crow, who
enquiring what they were bearing along, they re-
pliedy the queen of the Tortoifes, ' The Fortaife,,
vain of the new and unmerited appellation, was go-
ing to confirm the title, when opening her mouth
for that purpofe, the let go her hold, and was dafhed
to pieces by her fall, :

FABLE XiI,
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PiAB L E° sXIL
The Cat and the old Rat.

CERTAIN Cat had made fuch unmerciful

% havock amceng the vermin of her neighbour-
hood, that not a fingle Rat or Moufe dared ven-
ture to appear abroad.  Pufs was foon convinced,
that if affairs remained in their prefent {ituatiom,
{he muft be totally unfupplied with provifron. Af-
ter mature deliberation, therefore; fhe refolved to
have recourfe to firatagem. For this purpofe, fhe
fufpended hesfelf from 2 hook with her head down-
wards, pretending to be dead. The Rats and Mice
obferving her, as they peeped from their holes, in
this dangling attitude, concluded fhe was hanged
for fome mifdemeanour ; and with great joy imme-
diately fallied forth in queft of their prey. Pufs, as
foon as a {ufficient number were collefted together,
euitting her hold, dropred into the midft of them
and very few had the fortune to make good their
' retreat.
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retreat. This artifice having fucceeded fo well, fhe
was encouraged to try the event of a fecond. Aec-
cordingly the whitened her coat all over, by rollin
herfelf in a heap of flour, and in this difguife la
concealed in the bottom of a meal-tub, This flra-
tagem was executed in general with the fame effe&
as the former.  But an old experienced Rat, alto-
gether as cunning as his adverfaty, was not fo eafily
enfnared. 1 don’t much like, faid he, that white
heap yonder ; fomething whifpers me, there is mif-
chief concealed under it, *Tis true, it may he
meal ; but it may likewife be {fomething that I fhall
not relith quite {o well. There can be no harm, at
leaft, in keeping at a proper diftance: for caution,
1 am fure, is the parent of fecurity, '

i
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PABL E XHHE
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail.

HEN men fuffer their imagination to

amufe them with the profpeét of diftant
and uncertain improvements of their condition ;
they frequently fuftain real loffes, by their inatten-
tion to thofe affairs in which they were immediately
concerned, g

A Country Maid was walking very deliberately
with a Pail of Milk upon her head, when fhe fell
into the following train of refleCtions : The Money
for which I fhall fell this Milk, will enable me to
increafe my ftock of eggs to three hundred. Thefe
eggs, allowing for what may prove addle, and what
may be deftroyed by vermin, will produce at leait
two hundred and fifty chickens. The chickens will
be fit to carry to market about Chriftmas, when
poultry always bears a good price ; fo that by sz-

. i o ay
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day I cannot fail of having money enough to pur-
chale a new gown. Green—let me confider—yes,
green becomes my complexion beft, and green it
thall be. In this drefs I will go to the fair, where
all the young fellows will firive to hayve me for a
partuer : but I fhall perhaps refufe every one of
them, aud with an air of difdain tofs from them,
Tranfported with this triumphant thought,
fhe could not forbear ating with hershead what
thus paffed in her imagination, when down came
the Fail of Milk, and with it all her imaginary
happinefs, '

*‘ic :
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‘FABLE XIV.

The Cormorant and the Fifbes,

IT is very imprudent to truff an enemy, or ever
a ftranger, fo far as to put one’s fcIf in his
power.

% A Cormorant,
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- A Cormorant, whofe eyes were become fo dim
by age, that he could not difcern-his prey at the
bottom of the waters, bethought himfelf of 2 ftra-
tagem to fupply his wants. Hark you, friend, faid
he to a Gudgeon, whom he obferved fwimming
near the {urface of a certain canal, if you have any
regard for yourfelf, or your brethren, go this mo-
ment, and acquaint them from me, that the owner
of this piece of water is determined to drag it a
week hence. The GGudgeon immediately fwam
away, and made his report of this terrible news to
a general affembly of the fifhes, who unanimoufly
agreed to fend him back as their embaffador to the
Cormorant. The purport of his commiffion was,
to return him their thanks for the intelligence ; and
to add their intreaties, that as he had been fo good
as to inform them of their danger, he would be gra-
cioufly pleafed to put them into a method of efcap-
ing it. That I will moft readily, returned the artful
Cormorant, and affit you with my beft fervices
into the bargain. You have only to colle&t your-
felves together at the top of the water, and [ will
undertake to tranfport you one by one to my own
refidence, by the fide of a folitary pool, to which no
creature but myfelf ever found the way. The pro-
je& was perfeCtlysapproved by the unwary fifhes,
and with great expedition performed by the deceit-
ful Cormorant; who having placed them in a fhal-
low water, the bottom of which his eye could eafily
difcern, they were all devoured by him in their
turns, as his hunger or luxury required,

FABLE XV.
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FiASB S Bty
The Atheift and the Aecorn.

%

T was the fool who faid in his heart, There 75 ns

Gsd : into the breaft of a wife man fuch a thought
could never have entered. One of thofe refined
reafoners, commonly called Minute Philofophers,
was fitting at his eafe beneath the thade of a large
oak, while at his fide the weak branches of a pum-
pion trailed upon the ground. This threw our great
logician into his old track of reafoning againft Pro-
vidence. Is it confiftent with common fenfe, faid
he, that infinite wifdom fhould create a large and
itately tree, with branches of prodigious ftrength,
only to bear fo fmall and infignificant a fruit as an
Acorn ¢ Or that fo weak a ftem, as that of a pum-
pion, {hould be loaded with fo difproportioned . a
weight ? A child may fee the abfurdity of it. In the
midit of this curious fpeculation, down.dropt an

Acorn, from one of the higheft branches of the oak,
full
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full upon his head, How {mall a trifle may over-

turn the fyftems of mighty philofophers ! ‘Struck
“with the accident, he could not help crying out,
‘How providential it is that this was not a pum-
‘pion!

Fig B 475 XV,
The Lynx and the Mole.

NDER the covert of a thick woed, at the

foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his

teech, and waiting for his prey, he efpied a Mole,
half buried under a hillock of her own raifing.
Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx, how much I
pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been very unkind, to
debar thee from the light of the day, which rejoices
the whole creation. T'hou art certainly not above
half alive ; and it would be doing thee a fervice to
‘put an end to fo unanimated a being. I thank you
for your kindnefs, replied the Mole; but I think I
have
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~have full as much vivacity as my ftate and circum-
ftances require. For the reft, T am perfe&ly well
contented with the faculties which Jupiter has allot-
ted me, who I am fure wants not our dire@ion in
diftributing his gifts with propriety. I have not,
tis true, your piercing eyes ; but I have ears which
anfwer all my purpefes full as well. Hark ! for

_example, I am walned, by a noife which I hear be-
“hind you, to fly from danger. So faying, he flunk
into the earth; while a javelin from the arm of a
hunter pierced the quick-fighted Lynx to the heart.
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B AR Ind . XVII,
The Spider and the S.lkwaorm,

'OW vainly we promife ourfelves, that our
flimzy productions will be rewarded with
immortal honour! A Spider, bufied in fpreading
his web from one fide of a room to the other, Y;mi
' alged
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afked by an induftrious Silkworm, to what end kLe
fpent fo much time and labour in making fuch a
number of lines and circles? The Spider angrily
replied, Do not difturtb me, thou ignorant thing:
I tranfmit my ingenuity to pofterity, and fame is
the objet of my wifhes. Juit as he had {poken, 4
chambermaid, coming into the room to feed her
Silkworms, faw the Spider at his work, and with
one flroke of her broom fwept him away, and de-
ftroyed at once his labours, and his hopes of fame,

Y 5 2 B e, &7 & 1 08
The Bee and the Fly.

BEE obferving a Fly frifking about her hive,
atked him, in a very paffionate tone, what
he did there? Is it for fuch fcoundrels as you,
faid fhe, to intrude into the company of the queens
of the 2ir? You have great reafon, truly, replied

the Fly, to be out of humour: I am fure they
muft be mad who would have any concern with

fo

.
-
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fo quarrelfome a nation. _And why fo, thou faucy
malapert ? returned-the enraged Bee ; we have the
beft laws, and are governed by the beft policy in the
world.  We feed upon the moft fragrant flowers,
and all our bufinefs is to make honey : héney, which
equals ne&ar, thou taftelefs wretch, who liveft upon
nothing but putrefation and excrement. We live
as we can, rejoined the Fly : poverty, I hope, is no
crime ; but paffion is one, [ am fure. The honey
you make is {weet, I grant you ; but your-heart is
all bitternefs : for to be revenged on an enemy, you
will deftroy your own life ; and are fo inconfiderate
in your rage, as to do more mifchief to yourfclves
than to your adverfary. Take my word for it, one
bhad better have lefs ‘confiderable talents, and ufe
them with mere difcretion,

F FABLE XIX,
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POAB LRSI

Geniusy, Virtue, and Reputation.

ENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three inti-

¥ mate friends, agreed to travel over the ifland

of Great Britain, to fee whatever might be worthy
of cbfervation. But as fome misfortune, faid they,
may happen to feparate us, let us confider, before
we fet out, by what means we may find each other
again. Should it be my ill fate, {aid Gentus, to be
fevered from you, my affociates, which Heaven for-
bid | you may find me kneeling in devotion before
the tomb of Shakefpear; or rapt in fome grove
where Milton talked with angels ; or mufing in the
grotto where Pope caught infpiration. Virtue, with
a figh, acknowledged that her friends were not very
pumerous : but were I to lofe you, fhe cried, with
whom I am at prefent fo happily united, 1 fhould
choofe to take {anctuary in the temples of religion,
in the palaces of royalty, orin the ftately domes of
X minifters
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finifters of flate: but as it may be my ill fortune
to be there denied admittance, enquire for fome
cottage where Contentment has a bower, and there
you will certainly find me. Ah'! my dear com-
panions, fuid Reputation very earneftly, you, J per=
ceive, when mifling, may poflibly be recovered ;
but take care, I intreat you, alw. ¥s to keep fight
of me, for if I am once loft, 1 am never to be re.
trieved.

EABLE XX
The Court of Death.

EATH, the king of terrors, was deter=
mined to choofe a prime minifter ; and Lis

pale courtiers, the ghaftly train of Difeafes, were
all fummoned to attend :” when each preferred his
claim to the honour of this illuftrious cfiice. Fever
urged the numbers he deftroved ; cold Palfy fet
forth Lis-pretenfions, by fhaking all his limbs ;
| Y 4 and



160 - MO DE RN "FA'BLES.

and Dropfy, by his fwelled unwieldy carcafe. Gout
hobbled up, and alledged his great power in racking
every joint ; and Afthma’s inability to fpeak, was
a ftrong, though filent, argument in favour of his
claim. Stone and Colic pleaded their violence :
Plague, his rapid progrefs in deftruction ; and
Confumption, though {low, infifted that he was fure.
In the midft of this contention, the court was dif=
turbed with the noife of mufic, dancing, feafting,
and revelry; when immediately entered a lady, with
a bold Jafcivious air, and a flufhed and jovial coun-
tenance : fhe was attended on one hand by a troop.
of cooks and bacchanals; and on the other, by a
train of wanton youths and damfels, who danced
half naked to the fofteft mufical inftruments: her
name was INTEMPERANCE. She waved her hand,
and thus addrefled the' croud of Difeafes: Give
way, ye fickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie
with my fuperior merits in the fervice of this great
Monarch. Am not I your parent ? the author of
your beings? Do ye not derive your power of
thortering human life almoft wholly from me?
Who then fo fit as myfelf for this important office ?
The grifly Monarch grinned a fmile of approba-
tion, placed her at his right hand, and fhe imme-
diately became his prime favourite, and principal
miniiter,

¥FABLE XXX,
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FABLE XX -
Induflry and Slth,

OW many live in the world as ufclefs as if

they had never been born! they pafs
through life like a bird through the air, and leave
no track behind them ; wafte the prime of their
days in deliberating what they fhall do; and bring
them to a period, without coming to any deter=
mination,

An indolent young man being afked why he lay
in bed fo long, jocofely and carelefsly anfwered —
Every morning of my life I am hearing caufes. [
have two fine girls, their names are induftry and
Sloth, clofe at my bedfide, as foon as ever [ awake,
prefling their different fuits. One intreats me to
get up, the other perfuades me to lie ftill © and then
they alternately give me various reifons, why I
iheuld rife, and why I fhould not. This detains

vEg me
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me fo long, as it is-the duty of an impartial judge
to hear all that can be faid on either fide, that
before the pleadings are over, it is time to go to
dinner,

AT
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FiA B4 EsoX X
The Hare's Ears,

N Elk baving accidentally gored a Lion, the
monarch was fo exafperated, that he fent

forth an edit, commanding all horned teafts, on
pain of death, to depart his dominions. A Hare,
oblerving the fhadow of her.ezis, was much alarm-
ed at.their long and lofty appearance ; and rupning
to ene of her triends, acquainted him, that fhe was
rafolved to quit the country : for fhould I bappen,
faid fhe, however undefignedly, to give oficnce to
my {uperiors, my Ears may be conltrued to come
witlhin the Horn-Aét.  Her friend fmilcd at her
apprehenfions ; and afked, how it was potlible that

Ears
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Ears could be miftaken for Horns ? Had I no more
Ears than an Oflrich, replied the Hare, I would not
truft them in the Hands of an informer 3 for truth
and innocence are argumeants of little force, againit
the logic of power and malice in conjunétion.

FARILE - XXIE
T&e Hermit and the Bear.

A N imprudent friend often does as much mif:
chief by his too great zeal, as the worft ene-
my could effect by his malice. ;

A certain Hermit having done a good office to
a Bear, the grateful creature was fo fenfible of his
kz‘(rr .r'v‘ } t ho buo-o- 1 b qd : d }

obligation, that he begged to be admitted as the
guardian and companion of his folitude. 'The
Hermit willingly accepted his offer, and condufted
him to his cell ; where they paficd their time to-
| gethier
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gether in an amicable manner. Ope very hot day,
the Hermit having laid him down to fleep, the
officious Bear employed himfelf in driving away
the Flies from his Patron’s face. RBut in fpite of
all his care, one of the Flies perpetually returned
to the attack, and at laft fettled upon the Hermir’s
nofe. Now I fhall have you moft certainly, faid the
Bear; and with the beft intentions imaginable,
gave him a vielent blow on the face ; which very
effeCtually indeed demolifhed the-kly, but ar the
fame time moft terribly bruifed the face of his Be-
nefactor.

¥ ABILE XXV,
The Paffenger and the Pilot.

IT had blown a violent ftorm at fea, and the
whole crew of a large veflel were in imminent
danger of fhipwreck. After the rolling of the

waves was fomewhat abated, a certain Paﬁ‘eng;r,
who
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who had never been at fea before, obferving the
Pilot to have appeared wholly unconcerned even in
their greateft danger, had the curiofity to afk him
what death his father died, What death! faid the
Pilot, why he perithed at fea, as my grandfather
did before him. And are you not afraid of trufting
yourfelf to an element that has proved thus fatal to
vour family ? Afraid | by no means ; why, we muit
all die: 1s not your father dead I' Yes, but he died
in his bed. And why then are you not afraid of
trufting yourfelf to your bed # Becaufe | am there
perfectly fecure. It may be foy replied the Pilot ;
but if the hand of Providence is equally extended
over all places, there is no more reafon for me to
be afraid of going to fea, than for you to be afraid
of going to bed,

Fs  FABLE XXV.
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BOACB 1B XN
The partial Fudge.

FARMER came to a neighbouring Law-

yer, exprefiing great concern for an acci-
dent which he faid had juft happened. One of
your Oxen, continued he, has been gored by an un-
lucky Bull of mine, and I fhould be glad to know
bhow | am to make you reparation. Thou art a
very honelt fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt
not think it unreafonable that I expeét one of thy
Cxen in return. It is no more than juftice; quoth
the Farmer, to be-fure; but what did [ fay ?—]
miftake—It is your Bull that has killed one of m
Oxen. Indeed ! fays the Lawyer, that alters the
cafe : I muft enquire into the affair ; and if—And
if ! faid the Farmer—the bufinefs I find would
have been concluded without an if; had you been
as ready to do jultice to others as to exalt it from

them.,
FABLE XXVI,
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The Fox that bad lof? his Tail,

A F.OX having been unwarily caught in a
{7\ trap, with much ftruggling and difficalty at
length difengaged himfeif ; not however without
being obliged:to leave his tail behind him. The
joy he felt at his efcape, was fomewhat abated
when he began to coniider the price he had paid for
it ; and he was a good deal mortified by refle&ting
on the ridiculous figure he fhould make among his

brethren, without'a'tail. In the agitation of his
thoughts upon this occafion, an expedient occurred

to him which he refolved to try, in order to remove
this difgraceful fingularity. With this view he af-

fembled his tribe together; and fet forth in a moft

elaborate fpeech how much he had at heart whatever
tended to the public weal: he had often thought,
he faid, on the length and bufhinefs of their Tails
was verily perfuaded that they were much more
| 0 burthenfome
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burthenfome than ornamental, and rendered them
befides an eafier prey to their enemies. He ear=
neftly recommended it to them therefore, to dif-
charge themfelves of fo ufelefs and dangerous an
incumbrance. My good friend, replied an old Fox,,
who had liftened very attentively to his harangue,
we are much obliged to you, no doubt, for the con-
cern you exprefs upon our account: but pray turn
about before the company, for I cannot for my life
help fufpedting, that you would not be quite fo fo-
licitous to eafe us of our tails, if you had not un-
tuckily loft your own.
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YABEE - XXVIE
The Nobleman and his Son.

CERTAIN Nobleman, much infe&ed by
fuperftition, dreamed one night that his

only Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was
thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and killed
. 6 upon
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upon the {pot. This idle dream made fo ftrong
an impreffion upon the weak and credulous father,
that he formed a refolution never more to fuffer

his Son to partake of this his favourite diverfion, |

The next morning that the hounds went out, the
young man requefted permiflion to follow them;
but inftead of receiving it, as ufual, his father ac-
quainted him with his dream, and peremptorily
enjoined him to forbear the fport. The youth,
greatly mortified at this unexpeted refufal, left

the room much difconcerted, and it was with fome:

difficulty that he reftrained his paffion from inde-
cently breaking out in his Father’s prefence. But
upon his return to his own apartment, pafiing
through a gallery of pittures, in which was a piece
reprefenting a company of gypfies telling a country
girl her fortune—"T'is owing, faid he, to a ridicu-

lous fuperftition of the fame kind with that of this
fimple wench, that I am debarred from one of the
principal pleafures of my life : at the fame time,
with great emotion, he ftruck his hand againft the
canvas, when a rufty old nail behind the picture
ran far into his wrift. The pain and anguifh of
the wound threw the youth into a violent fever
which proved too powerful for the {kill of the phy-
ficians, and in a few days put an end to his life:
illuftrating an obfervation, that an over-cautious
attention to avoid evils, often brings them upon us ;
and that we are frequently thrown headlong into
misfortunes by the very means we make ufe of to
avoid them,

FABLE XXVIII,

w/
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F A& BB XXVIIL
Fupiter and the Herdfman.

HERDSMAN miffed a young Heifer out of
‘ his grounds, and after havipg diligently fought
for it in vain, when he could by no other means
ga:n intelligence of it, betook himfelf at laft to his
prayers. Great Jupiter, faid he, thew me but the
villain who has done me this injury, and I will give
thee in facrifice the fineft Kid from my flock. He
had no f{ooner uttered his petition, than turning the
corner of a wood, he was ftruck with the {ight of
a monftrous Lion, preying on the carcafe of his
Heifer. Trembling and pale, O Jupiter, cried he,
I offered thee a Kid if thou wouldft grant my peti-
tion; I now offer thee 2 Bull, if thou wilt deliver
me from the confequence of it

FABLE XXIX,
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The Eagle and the Owl.

N Eagle and an Owl having entered into a

Y league of mutnal amity, one of the articles
of their treaty was, that the former fhould not prey
upon the younglings of the latter. But tell me, faid
the Owl, fhould you know my little ones, if you
were to fee them : Indeed I fhould not, replied the
Eagle; but if you defcribe them to me, it will be
fufhicient. You are to obferve then, returned the
Owl, in the firt place, that the charming creatures
are perfectly well-fthaped ; in the next, that there is
a remarkable fweetnefs and vivacity in their counte-
nances ; and then there is fomething in their voices
fo peculiarly melodious.—T'is enough, interrupted
the Eagle ; by thefe marks | cannot fail of diftin-
guifhing them : andeyou may depend upon their ne-
ver receiving any injury from me. It happened not
long afterwards, as the Eagle was upon the wing ig

que
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queft of his prey, that he difcovered, amidft the
ruins of an old caftle, a neft of grim-faced ugly
birds, with gloomy eountenances, and a voice like
that of the Furies. Thefe, undoubtedly, faid He,
cannot be the offspring of my friend; and fo I {hail
venture to make free with them. He had fcarce
finithed his repaft and departed, when the Owl re-
turned ; who, finding nothing of her brood remain-
ing but fome fragments of the mangled carcafes,
broke out into the motft bitter exclamations againft
the cruel and perfidious author of her calamity.. A
neighbouring Bat, who over-heard her lamenta-
tions, and had been witnefs to what had pafled be-
tween her and the Eagle, very gravely told her,
that fhe had nobody to blame for this misfortune
but herfelf ; whofe blind prejudices in favour of her
children had prompted her to give fuch a defcrip-
tion of them, as did not refemble them in any one
fingle feature or quality.

Parents fhould very carefully guard againft that
weak partiality towards their children, which ren-
ders them blind to their failings and imperfeétions +
as no difpofition is more likely to prove prejudicial
to their future welfare,

¥ ABLE XXX,
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FABLE XXX,
The Plague among the Beafs,

AMO RTAL diftemper once raged among
the Beafts, and fwept away prodigious num-
bers. After it had continued fome time without
abatement, it was concluded in an aflembly of the
brute creation to be a judgment inflited upon
them for their fins; and a day was appointed for a
general confeffion ; when it was agreed, that he
who appeared to be the greateft finner, thould fuffer
death as an atonement for the reft. The Fox was
appointed Father Confeffor upon the occafion ; and
the Lion, with great generofity, condefcended to be
the firft in making public confeffion. For my part,
faid he, I muft own I have been an enormous offen-
der ; Lhave killed many innocent Sheep in my time,
nay once, but it was a cafe of neceffity, I made a
meal of the Shepherd. The Fox, with much gra-
vity, acknowledged that thefe in any other than the

King
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King would have been inexpiable crimes ; but thas
his majefty had certainly a right to a few filly Sheep,
nay, and to the Shepherd too, in a cafe of neceflity.
T'he judzment of the Fox was applauded by all the-
fuperior favages ; and the T'yger, theileopard, the
Bear, and the Wolf, made confeffion of many enor«
mities, f the like fanguinar_y nature 3 which were all
palliated or excufed with the fame lenity and mercy,
and their crimes accounted {o venial,as fcarce to de-
ferve the pame of offences. “Atluft, 2 peor peni-
teht Afs, with great contrition, acknowledged, that
once going through the Parfon’s meadow, being
very hunyry, and tempted by the {weetnels of the
grafs, he had cropt a little of it, not more however
in quantity than the tip of his tongue : he was very
forey for the mifdemeanour, and hoped Hope |
exclaimed the Fox with fingular zeal, what canft
thou hope for; after the commiffion-of o heinous a
crime ! What, eat the Parfon’s grafs | O facrilege |
This, thisis the flagrant wickednefs, my brethren,
which has drawn the wrath of heaven upon our
heads ; and this the notorious offender, whofé death
muit make atonement for all our tranfgreffions.
8o faying, he ordered his entrails for facrifice, and
the ret of the Beafls went to. dinner upon his
carcafe, :

FABLE XXXI,
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The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe.

YOUNG Moufe, who had feen very little

A of the world, came running one day to his
mother in great hafte—O mother; faid he, I am
frighted almoft to death! I have feen the moft ex-
traordinary creature that ever was. He has a fierce,
angry look, and ftruts about upon two legs: aftrange
piece of flefh grows en his head, and another under
his throat, as red as blood: he flapped his arms
againft his fides, as if he intended to rife into the air 5
and ftretching out his head, he opened a fharp-
pointed mouth {o wide, that | thought he was pre-
paring to fwallow me up : then he roared at me fo
horribly, that I trembled every joint, and was glad
to run home as faft as [ could.” If I had not been
frightened away by this terrible monfler, I was jutk
going to commence an acquaintance with the pret-
ticlt creature you ever faw, She had a fo't furr

fkin,
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fkin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully ftreaked
with black and grey ; with a2 modeft ook, and a
demeanour fo humble and courteous, that me-
thought I could have fallen in love with her. Then
“the had a fine long tail, which fhe waved about fo
prettily, and looked fo earneftly t me, that I do be-
lieve fhe was juft guing to fpeak to-me, when the
horrid monfter frightened me away. Ab, my dear
child, faid the mother, you have efcaped being de-
voured, but not by that moafter you was fo much
afraid of : which, in truth, was only a Birdy and
would have done you no manner of harm, Whereas
the fweet creature, of whom you feem fo fond, was
no other than a Cat; who, under that hypocritical
countenance, conceals the moft inveterate hatred
to all our-race, and fubfifts entirely by devouring
Mices~ Learn from this incident, my dear, never
whilft you live to rely on outward appearances.,

FABLE XXXII;
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F A BIL T KX
The Farmer and his Dog,

’ FARMER who had juft ftepped into the
A field to mend a gap in one of his fences, found
at his return the cradle, where he had left his onl
Child afleep, turned upfide down, the clothes ail
torn and bloody, and his dog lying near it befmear-
ed alfo with blodd. Tmimediately conceiving that
the creature had deftroyed his Child, he inftantly
dafhed out his brains with the hatchet in-his hand ;
when turning up the cradle, he found his Child un-
hurt, and an enormous Serpent lying dead on the
floor, killed by that faithful Dog, whofe courage
and fidelity in preferving the life of his Son deferved
another kind of reward. Thefe affedting circum-
ftances afforded him a ftriking leflen, how dange-
rous it is too haftily to give way to the blind im-
pulfe ofa fudden paflion,

FABLE XXXII,
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The Guat and the Bee.

G N AT, hulf-ftarved with ccld, and pinclied
with hunger, came early one morning to a
Bee-hive, begged the relief of charity, and offered
to teach mufic in'the family, on the humble terms
of diet and lodging. = "T'he Bee received her peti=
troner with a cold civility, and defired to be ex-
cufed. I bring up 2ll my children, faid the, to my
own ufeful trade, that they may be able when they
grow up to get an honeft livelihood by their in-
duftry. Befides, how do you think I could be fo
imprudent as to teach them an art, which [ fee has
reduced its profeflor to indigence and beggary?

FABLE XXXIV,



FABLE' XXV}
The Owl and the Eagle.

A N Owl fat blinking in the trunk of an hol-

"1 low tree, and arraighed the brightnefs of
the Sun.  What is the ufe of its beams, faid the,
but to dazzle one’s eyes fo that one cannot fee a
Moufe? For niy part; Iam at a 16fs to conceive
for what purpofe fo'glaring an obiject was created,
We had certainly been much better without i,
O fool | replied an Eaple, perchied on a branch of.
the fame tree, to rail at excellerice which thou
canft not fafte ; ignorant that the fault is' not in
the Sun; but in thyfelf. All, *tis true, have not
faculties to underftand, nor powers to enjoy the
benefit' of it: but muft the bufiiefs and the pleax
fures-of the world be obftructed; that an Owl may
catch Mice ?

FABLE XXXV,
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FABIL E: XXXV
The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf.

A ION, having furfeited himfelf with feaft-
ing too luxurioufly on the carcafe of a Wild
Roar, was feized with a violent and dangerous dif-
order. The beafts of the foreft flocked in great num-
bers to pay their refpects to him upon the occafion,
and fcarce one was abfent, except the Fox. The
W olf, an ill-natured and malicious beaft, feized this
opportunity to accufe the Fox of pride, ingratitude,
and difaffeltion to his majefty. In the midft of his
inve&ive, the Fox entered ; who having heard part of
the Wolf’s accufation, and obferving the Lion’s coun-
tenance to be kindled into wrath, thus adroit] yexcufed
himfelf, and retorted upon his accufer : I fee many
here, who, with mere lip-fervice, have pretended to
fhew you their loyalty ; butfor my part, from the mo-

ment Iheard of your majefty’s illnefs, neglecting ufe-
lafs
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lefs compliments, I employed myfelf day and night to
enquire among the moft learned phyficians, an in- :
fallible remedy for your difeafe, and have at length
happily been informed of one : it is a plaifter made
of part of a Wolf’s fkin, taken warm from his back,
-and laid to your majefty’s ftomach., This remedy
Was no fooner propofed, than it was determined that
the experiment fhould be tried : and whilft the ope-
ration was performing, the Fox, with a farcaftic
{mile, whifpered this ufefu] maxim in the Wolf's ear
—If you would be fafe from harm yourfelf] learn for
the future not to meditate mifchief againft others,

FABILE XXXVI.
Zhe Blind Man and the Lame,

mott all the conne@ions of fociety take their
rife, 1

G A Blind

N‘.FIS from our wants and infirmities that al-
it
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A Blind Man, being ftopped in a bad piece of

road, meets with a Lame Man, and intreats him to
guide him through the difficulty he has got mto.
Llow can L do that, replied the Lame Man, fince
I' am fearce able to drag myfelf along ? but as you:
appear to be very ftrong, it you wiil carry me, we
will feck our fortunes together. It will then be
my intereft to warn you of any thing ‘that may
obftruct your way ; your fect fall be my feet, and
my eyes yours. With all my heart, returned the
Biind Mzn ; let us render each other our mutual
fervices. So taking his lame companion on his
back, they, by means of their union, travelled on
with fafety and pleafure. -

FABLE XXXVIL
The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox.

HE Tyrant of the foreft iffued a proclama-

tion, commanding all his fubjects to repair

immediately to his royal den. Among the reft,
3 the
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the Bear made his appearance ; but pretending to
be offended with the fleams which iffued from the
monarch’s apartments, he was imprudent enough
to hold his nofe in his majefty’s prefence.  I'his
infolence was fo highly refented, that the Lion iy a
rage laid him dead at his feet,  The Monkey, ob-
ferving what had pafled, trembled for his carcafe ;
and attempted to conciliate favour by the mo#t gb-
Jeét flattery, He began with protefting, that for his
part he thought the apartments were perfumed with
Arabian fpices ; and exclaiming againft the rudenefs
of the Bear, admired the beauty of his majefty’s
paws, {o happily formed, he faid, to corre the info-
lence of clowns. This fulfome adulation, inftead of
being received as he expected, proved no lefs offen—
five than the rudenefs of the Bear: and the courtly
Monkey was in like manner extended by the fide of
Sir Bruin.  And now his majefty caft his eye upon
the Fox: Well, Reynard, faid he, and what {cent
do you difcover here ? Great prince, replied the cay-
tious Fox, my nofe was never clteemed my moft
diftinguifhing fenfe ; and, at prefent, I would by no
means ventur€to give my opiniap, as 1 have un-
fortunately got a terrible cold, :

G 2 | FABLE XXXVIIL
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FABLE XXXVIIL
The Owl and the Nightingale,

FORMAL folemn Owl had many years

: made-his habitation in a grove amongft the
ruins of an old monaftery, and had pored fo often
on fome mouldy manufcripts, the ftupid relics of a
monkifh library, that he grew infefted with the pride
and pedantry of the place ; and miftaking gravity
for wifdom, would fit whole days with his eyes half
fhut, fancying himfelf profoundly learned. It hap-
pened, as he fat one evening, half buried in medita-
tion, and half afleep, that a Nightingale, unluckily
perching near him, began her melodious lays. He
ftarted from his reverie, and with a horrid {creech
interrunting her fong— Be gone, cried he, thou im-
pertinent minftrel, nor diftra& with noify diffonance
my fublime contemplations ; and know, vain Song-
ftér, that harmony confifts in truth alone, which is
gained by laborious ftudy; and not in languithing
x notes,
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notes, fit only to footh the ear of a:love_fick maid.
Conceited pedant, returned the Nightingale, whofe
wiflom lies only in the feathers that muBle up thy
unmeaning face ; mufic is a natural and rational en-
tertainme xt,+and thouzh not adapted to the ears of
en Owl, has ever been relithed and admired by all
v.Lo- re poifefied of true tafte and elegance,

FIACR L R L XYY
The Ant and the Caterpillar,

S a Caterpillar was advanc'y very flowly
along one of the alleys of a beautiful garden,

he was met by a pert lively Ant; who toffing up her
head with a fcornful air, cried, Prithee get out of the
way, thou poor creeping animal, and do not pre-
fume to obftruct the paths of thy fuperiors, by wrig-
gling along the road, and befmearing the walks ap=-
propriated to their footfteps. Poor creature! thoy

G 3 lockett
2
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lookeft like a thing half made, which Nature not
liking, threw by unfinifhed. I could almoft pity
thee, methinks ; but it is beneath one of my quality
to talk to fuch mean creatures ds thou art: and fo, -
poor crawling wretch, adieu,

The humble Caterpillar, ftruck dumb with this
difdainful language, retired, went to work, wound
himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the appointed
time came out a beautiful Butterfly. Juit as he
wag fallying forth he obferved the fcornful Ant pafl-
ing by: Proud infet, faid he, {top a2 moment, and
learn from the circumftances in which you now fee
“me, never to defpife any one for that condition in
which Proyvidence has thought fit to place him ; as
there is none fo mean, but may one day, either in
this flate or in‘a better, be exalted above thofe who
locked down upon him with unmerited contempt, -

FABLE XL.

*
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FabEE X
The two Foxes,

\W O Foxes formed a ﬁratagém to enter a
hen rooft ; which having fuccefsfully execut-

ed, and killed the cock, the hens, and the chickens,
they began to feed upon them with fingular fatisfac~ -
tion. One of the Foxes, who was young and in-
confiderate, was for devouring them all upon the

(=)

fpot: the other, who was old and covetous, propofed
to referve fome of them for another time. < For

(3¢
«
«
144
«
«
<«
«
<«
«

experience, child,” faid he, « has made me wife,
and I have feen many unexpected events fince I
came into the world.  Let us provide, therefore,
againft what may happen, and not confume all
our ftore afone meal.” <« All this is wonderous
wife,” replied the young Fox; « but for my part,
I am refolved not to ftir till | have eaten as much
as will ferve me a whole week ; for who would
be mad enough to return hither ? when it is cer-
tain the owner of thefe fowls will watch for us,

G 4 « and
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« and if he fhould catch us, would certainly put us

¢ to death.”  After this fhort difcourfe, each pur-
fued his own fcheme: the young Fox eat till he
burft himfelf, and had {carcely firength to reach his
hole before he died. ~ The old one, who thought it
much sbetter to deny his appetite for the prefent,
and lay up provifion for the future, returned the next
day, and was killed by the Farmer. Thus every
age has its peculiar vice ; the young fuffer by their
infatiable thirft after pleafure ; and the old, by their
incorrigible and inordinate avarice, A 2

P A BTy
The conceited Owl..

, YOUNG Owl, having accidentally feen
himf{If in a cryftal fountain, conceived the
higheft opinion of his perfonal perfe@ions, *Tis
time, {aid be, that Hymen fhould give me children
a3
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as beautiful as myfelf, to the glory of the night, and
the ornament of our groves. What pity would it
be, if the race of the moft accomplithed of birds
fhould be extin® for want of a mate ! Happy the
female who is deftined to fpend her life with me!
Rull of thefe felf-approving thoughts, he intreated \
the Crow to propofe 2 match between him and the
royal daughter of the Eagle. Do you imagine, faid
the Crow, that the noble Eagle, whofe pride it is
to gaze on the brighteft of the heavenly luminaries,
will confent to marry his daughter to you, who can-
not fo much as open your eyes whilft it is day- light.?
But the felf-conceited QOwl was deaf to all that his
friend could urge ; who after much perfuafion, was
at length prevailed upon to undertake: the' commif-
fion.. His propofal was received in the'manner that
might be expected : the king of birds laughed him
to fcorn. However, being.a monarch of fome hu-
mour, he ordered him to acquaint the Owl, that if

e would meet him the next morning at fun-rife in
tie middle of the fky, he would confent to give him
his daughter in marriage. T he prefumptuous Owl
undertook to perform the condition ; but being daz-
zled with the fun, and his head growing giddy, he
fell from his height upon a rock ; from whence being
purfued by a flicht of birds, he was glad at laft to
make his efcape into the hollow of an old oak 3
where he pafled the remainder of his days in that
obfcurity for which Nature defigned him,.

G 5 ' FABLE XLIL
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The Fox and the Cat.

OTHING is more common than for men

to condemn the very fame actions in others
which they practife themfelves whenever occafion
offers.

A Fox and a Cat having made a party to travel
together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their journey
bv a variety of philofophical converfations. Of
all the moral virtues, exclaimed Reynard, mercy
is fure the nobleft! What fay you, my fage friend,
is it not fo? Undoubtedly, replied the Cat, with a
moft demure countenance ; nothing is more be-
coming, in a creature of any fenfibility, than a com-
paffionate difpofition. While they were thus mo-
ralizing, and mutually complimenting each other on
the wifdom of their refpeélive refleétions, a Wolf
darted out from a wood upon a flock of Sheep, which

were
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were feeding in an adjacent meadow ; and with-
out being in the leait affeGed by the moving
lamentations of a poor Lamb, devoured it before
their eyes.  Horrible cruelty ! exclaimed the Cat vt
why does he not feed on vermin, inftead of making

his barbarous meals on fuch innocent: creatures ;

Reynard agreed with his friend in the obfervation ;

to which he added feveral very pathetic remarks on

the odioufnefs of a fanguinary temper. Their in-

dignation was rifing in its warmth and zeal, when

they arrived at a little cottage by the way-fide ;

where the tender-hearted Reynard immediately caft

his eye upon a fine Cock that was ftrutting about

the yard. And now, adieu moralizing : he leaped

over the pales, and without any fort of feruple, de-

molifhed his prize in aninftant. In the mean.
while, a plump Moufe, which ran out of the ftable,
totally put to flight our Cat’s philofophy, who fell to

the repaft without the leaft commiferation.

G.6  FABLE XLIE
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FoAB L O
The two Horfes.

W O Horfes were travelling the road toge-

ther ; one loaded with a fack of flour, the
other with a fum of money. The latter, proud of
his fplendid burthen, tofled up his head with an air
of confcious fuperiority, and every now and then
caft a look of contempt upon his humble compa-
nion. In pafling through a wood, they were met
by a gang of highwaymen, who immediately feized
upon the Horfe that was carrying the treafure: but
the fpirited Steed not being altogether difpofed to
ftand fo quietly as was neceffary for their purpofe,
they beat him moft unmercifully, and after plunder-
ing him of his boafted load, left himn to lament at his
Ieifure the cruel bruifes he had received. Friend,
faid his defpifed companion to him, who halgnow
reafon to triumph in his turn, diftinguithed polts are
often dangerous to them who pofiefs them: if you
had ferved a Miller, as I do, you might have travelled

the road unmolefted.
FABLE XLIV,
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FlAB EES XEIV
The Dove and the Ant.

E fhould be always ready to do good offices,

even to the meaneft of our fellow-creatures ;
as there is no one to whofe affiftance we may not;,
upon fome occafion or other, be greatly indebted.

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a rivulet,
when an Ant, who was at the fame time trailing a
grain of corn along the edge of the brook, inadver-
tently fell in. The Dove obferving the helplefs in-
fect ftruggling in vain to reach the fhore; was
touched with compaffion ; and plucking a blade of
grafs, dropped it into the ftream; by means of
whigliéthe poor Ant, like a fhip-wrecked failor upon -
a plank, got fafe to land.  She had fcarcely arrived
there, when fhe perceived a Fowler juft going to
difcharge his piece at her deliverer: upon which fhe

: nftantly



gy . MO DEERIN APABL E 8.

inftantly crept up his foot, and ftung him. on the
ankle.. The Sportfman ftarting, occafioned a raft-
ling among the boughs, which alarmed the Dove,
who immediately fprung up, and by that means ef-
caped the danger with which the was threatened.

FABLE XLV.
The Parrot.

. CERTAIN widower, in order to amufe
his folitary hours, and in fome meafure fup~

ply the converfation of his departed helpmate of
loquacious memory, determined to purchafe a Par-
rot. With this view he applied to 2 dealer in birds,
who fhewed him a large colletion of Parrots of va-
rious kinds. Whilft they were exercifingiheir
talkative talents before him, one repeating the cries
of the town, another afkinhg for a cup of fack, and a
third bawling out for a coach, he obferved anreen
arrot,
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Parrot, perched in a thoughtful manner at a diftance
upon the foot of a table : And fo you, my grave gen-
tleman, faid he, are quite filent, To which the:
Parrot replied, like a philofophical bird, ¢ I think
“ the more.”” Pleafed with this fenfible anfwer, our
widower immediately paid down his price, and took.
home the bird, conceiving great things from a crea-
ture who had given fo ftriking a fpecimen of his -
parts. But after having inftructed him during a
whole month, he found, to his great difappointment,
that he could get nothing more from him than the-
fatiguing repetition of the fame dull fentence, < [
« think the more.”” I find, faid he, in great wrath,
that thou art a moft invincible fool : and ten times
more a fool was I, for having formed a favourable
opinion of thy abilities upon no better foundation
than an affe¢ted folemnity,

* FABLE XLVI,
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BB E XLV
« The Cat and the Bat..

C AT having devoured her mafter’s faveurite-

: Bulfinch, overheard him threatening to put
her to death the moment he could find her. In this
diftrefs fhe preferred a prayer to jupiter ; vowing,.
if he would deliver her from her prefent danger, that
never while the lived would fhe eat another Bird..
Not long afterwards, a Bat-moft invitingly flew into-
the room where Pufs was purring in the window.
The queftion was, how to act upon fo tempting an.
oggafion? Her appetite prefled hard on one fide ;
and her vow threw fome {cruples in her way on the
ether. At length fhe hit upon 2 moft convenient
diftin&ion to remove all difficulties, by determining
that as a Bird indeed it was unlawful prize, but as
a Moufe the might very conicientioudly eat it ; and
accordingly, without further debate, fell to the re-

P

paft,
Thus
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Thus it is that men are apt to impofe upon them-
felves by vain and groundlefs diftinctions, when
confCience and principle are at variance with in-
tereft and inclination. :

FABL Fs XL VI
The two Lizards.

S two Lizards were balking under a fouth
wall, How contemptible, faid one of them,
1s our condition! We exilt; ’tis true, but that is
all : for we hold no fort of rank in the creationy and
are utterly unnoticed by the world,  Curled: obfcu~
rity | Why was I not rather born 2 Stag, to range
at large, the pride and glory of fome royal foreft ?
It happened, that in the midft of thefe unjuft muar-
murs, a pack of Hounds was heard in ful] cry. after
the very creature he was envying, who being quite
{pent with the chace, was tornin pieces by the Dogs,
in fight of our two Lizards., And is this the lordl
Stag, whofe place in the creatio you wifh to hokd?
faid
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{aid the wifer Lizard to his complairing friend : Let
his fad fate teach you to blefs Providence for placing
you in that humble fituation, which fecures you from
the dangers of a more elevated rank.

F ABL E. XLVIIL
Fupiter’s Lottery,

UPITER, in order to pleafe mankind, direfted
Mercury to give notice that he had eftablithed

a Lottery, in which there were no blanks ; and that,
amongft a variety of other valuable chances, Wif-
dom was the higheft prize. It was Jupiter’s com=
mand, that in this Lottery fome of the gods thould
alfo become adventurers. T 'he tickets being difpofed
of, and the wheels placed, Mercury was.employed
to prefide at the drawing. It happened that the beft
prize fell to Minerva: upon which a general mur-
mur ran through' the aflembly, and hints were
e thrown,

. A
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-thrown out that Jupiter had ufed fome unfair practices
to fecure this defirable lot to his davghter.  Jupiter,
that he might at once both punifh and filence thefe
impious clamours of the human race; prefented them
with Folly in the place of Wifdom ; with which they
went away perfectly well contented. * And from that

time the greateft Fools have always looked upon
themfelves as the wifeft men.

PRSI BRI IY

The litigious Cats, :

WO Cats having ftolen fome cheefe, could

not agree about dividing their prize. tIq

order therefore to fettle the difpute, they confented
to refer the matter to a Monkey., The propofed
arbitrator very readily accepted the office, and pro-
ducing a balance, put a part into eachfcale. « Let
“ me fee,” faid he, “ay—this lump outweighs the
“ other ;"
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« other:”” and immediately bit off a confiderable:
piece, in order to recuce it, he cblerved, to an cqui-
librium. The oppofite fcale was now become the-
heavieft ; which afferded cur confcientious judze an
additional reafon for a fecond mouthful.  Hold, hold,
£aid the two Cats, who began to be alarmed for tae
event; give us our refpective {hares, and we are fa-
tisfied.  If you are fatisfied, returned the Monkey,
Juftice is not : a cafe of this intricate nature is by
no means fo foon determined.  Upon which he
continued to nibble firft one pieee, and then the:
other, till the poor Cats, feeing theiircheefe gradually
diminifning, intreated him to give bimfelf no farther
trouble, but deliver to them what remained. Not
fo falt, I befeech you, friends, replied the Monkey ;
we owe juftice to ourfelves as well as to you: what
remains 15 due to me in right of my office. Upon
which he crammed the whole-into his mouth, and.
with great gravity difmifled-the ceurt, ,

FABLE L.
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£ R Bl B 3k
The two Dogs.

: ASTY and inconfiderate conne&ions are
I generally attended with great difadvantages :
and much of every man’s good or il fortune depends
upon the choice he makes of his friends.

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a furly Maftiff,
as he was travelling upon the high road. Tray, al-
though an entire ftranger to Tyger, very civilly ac-
cofted him ; and if it-would be no interruption, he
faid he fhould be glad to bear him cempany on his
way. Tyger, who happened not to bealtogether in
fo growling a mood as ufual, accepted the propofil
and they very amicably purfued their journey to-
gether.  In the midft of their converfation they ar-
rived at the next village, where T'yger began to dif-
play his malignant difpofition, by an unprovoked at-
tack upon every Dog he met. The Villagers im-

mediately
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mediately fallied-forth with great indignation to ref-
cue their refpective favourites ; and falling upon, our
two friends without diftinction, or mercy, poor Tray
was moft cruelly treated, for no other reafon but his

being found in bad company.

T AR o
Death and Cupid.

UPITER fent forth Death and Cupid to travel
J round the world, giving each of them a bow in
his band, and a quiver of arrows at his back. It was
ordered by the Supreme Difpofer of all events, that
the arrows of Love fhould only wound the young, in
order to {upply the decays of mortal men ; and thofe:
of Death were to ftrike old-age, and free the world
from an ufelefs charge. Our travellers, being one
day cxtremely fatigued with their journey, refted

. themfelves
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themfelves under the covert of a wood, and throw-
ing ‘down their arrows in a promifcuous manner,
they both fell faft afleep. They had not repofad
themfelves long, before they were awakened by a
fudden noife ; when haftily gathering up their arms,
cach in a confufion took by miftake forne of the darts
that belonged to the other. By this means, it fre-
quenty happened that Death vanquithed the young,
and Cupid fubdued the old. Jupiter obferved the
error, but did not think proper to redrefs it ; fore-
feeing that fome good might arife from their unlucky
exchange. And, in fa&, if men were wife, they
would Jearn from this miftake to be apprehenfive of
Death in their youth, and to guard againft the amo-
rous paflions in their old-age.

FABLE LII
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HA BE . EBESLILY
The Mock-bird.

HERE is a certain bird in the Weft-Indies,

which has the faculty of mimicking the notes
of every other fongfter, without being able himfelf
to add any original ftrains to the concert. As one
of thefe Mock-birds was difplaying his talent of ri-
«icule among the branches of a venerable wood :
>Tis very well, faid a little warbler, fpeaking in the
name of all the reft, we grant you that our mufic is
not without its faults : but why will you not favour
us with a ftrain of your own?

FABLE LIII,
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T he Spectacles.

OW ftrangely all mankind differ in their .
opinions ! and how ftrongly each is attached
to his own !

Jupiter one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl of
nectar, and ina merry humour, determined to make
mankind a prefent. Momus was appointed to
convey it to them ; who, mounted on a rapid_car,
was prefently on earth.  Come hither, fays he, ye
happy mortals ; great Jupiter has opened for your
benefit kis all-gracious hands. *Tis true, he made -
vou fomewhat fhort-fighted, but to remedy that in-
convenience, behold how he has faveured you! So
faying, he unloofed his portmanteau, when an in-
finite number of Spe@acles tumbled out, and were
picked up by the crowd with all the eagernefs ima-
ginable. There were enough for ally every man

had
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had his pair. But it was foon found that thefe
Spectacles did not reprefent objects to all mankind
alike : for one pair was purple, another blue ; one
was white, and another black : fome of the glafles
were red, fome green, and fome yellow. In fhort,
there were of 4]l manner of colours, and every thade
of colour. However, notwithftanding this diver~
fity, every man was charmed with his own, as be-
jieving it the trueft; and enjoyed in opinion all
_the fatisfaction of reality.

g
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PN BB T
The Red-breaft and the Sparrow,

S a Red-breaft was finging on a tree by the

fide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched

upon the thatch took occafion thus to reprimand
him : And doft #hox, faid he, with thy dull autumnal
note, prefume to emulate the Birds of Spring? Can
thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the {prightly
accents of the Thrufh and the Blackbird ? with the
various melody of the Lark or the Nightingale?
whom other birds, far #hy fuperiors, have been long
content to admire in filence. Judge with candour
at leaft, replied the Robin, nor impute thofe efforts
to ambition folely, which may fometimes flow from
Love of the Art. T reverence indeed, but by no
means envy the birds whofe fame has {tood the teft
of ages. Their fongs have charmed both hill and
dale: but their feafon is paft, and their throats are
filent. 1 feel nat, however, the ambition to furpafs
H 3 or
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or equal them : my efforts are of a much humbler
‘nature ; and | may furely hope for pardon, while I
endeavour to cheer thefe forfaken valleys, by an
attem pt to imitate the firains I love.

B e Be Bro Bl aadR.
The two Bees.

N a fine morning in May, two Bees fet for-
O ward in queft of Honey ; the one wife and
temperate, the other carelefs and extravagant. T hey
foon arrived at a garden enriched with aromatic
herbs, the moft fragrant flowers, and the moft deli-
cious fruits. They regaled themfelves for z time
on the various dainties that were fpread before
them : the one loading his thigh at intervals with
provifions for the hive againft the diftant winter ;
the other, revelling in fweets without regard to any
thing but his prefent gratification. - At length they

found
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found a wide-mouthed phial, that hung beneath
the bough of a peach-tree, filled with Honey ready
tempered, and expofed to their tafte in the moft al-
luring manner. The thoughtlefs Zpicure, {pite of
all his friend’s remonftrances, plunged headlong into
the veflel, refolving to indulge himfelf in all the
pleafures of fenfuality. ‘The Philofopher, on the
other hand, fipped a little with caution, but beipg
fufpicious of danger, flew off to fruits and flowers ;
where, by the moderation of his meals, he improved
his relifh for the true enjoyment of them, In the
evening, however, he called upon his friend, to
enquire whether he would return to the hive § but
found him furfeited in fweets, which he was as un-
aile'to leave as to enjoy, Clogged in his wings,
enfeebled in-his feet, and his-whole frame-torally
enervated, he was but juft able to bid his friend
adieu, and to lament with his lateft breath, that
though a tafte of pleafure might quicken the relith
of life, an unreftrained indulgence is incvitable
deftruction,

H 4 FAZLE TIL
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oA Bl B oo 31
T he Dz'amond and the Glow-worm.

DIAMOND happened to fall from the

folitaire of a young lady, as the was walking
one evening on a terrace in the garden. A Glow-
worm, who had beheld it fparkle in its defcent, foon
as the gloom of night had eclipfed its luftre, began
to mock and to infult it. Art thou that wondrous
thing that vaunteft of thy prodigious brightnefs ?
Where now is all thy boafted brilliancy ? Alas, in
evil hour has fortune thrown thee within the reach
of my {uperior blaze. Conceited infe@, replied the
(Gem, that oweft thy feeble glimmer to the darknefs
that furrounds thee : know, my luftre bears the teft
of day, and even derives its chicf advantage from
that diftinguifhing light, which difcovers thee to be
no more than a dark and paltry Worm.

FABLE IV,
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E AR T Bt IV
The Oftrich and the Pelican,

HE Oftrich one day met the Pelican, and
obferving her breaft all bloody, Good God !

{ays fhe to her, what is the matter 7 ‘W hat accident
has befallen you ? You certainly have been feized
by fome favage beaft of prey, and have with diffi-
culty efcaped from his mercilefs claws. Do not be
furprized, friend, replied the Pelican ; no fuch acci-
dent, nor indeed any thing more than common, hath
happened to me. [ have only been engaged in my
ordinary employment of tending my neft, of feeding
my dear hittle ones, and nourifhing them with the
vital blood from my bofom. Your anfwer, returned
the Oftrich, aftonifhes me #ill more than the horrid
figure you make. What! is this your practice, to
tear your own flefh, to fpill your own bleod, and to
facrifice yourfelf in this cruel manner to the Impor-
tunate cravings of your young ones? I know not
H s which



te4 ORIGINAL . FABLES.

which to'pity-moft;, your mifery, or your folly, Be
advifed by me ; have fome regard for yourfelf; and
leave off this barbarous cuftom of mangling your
own body : as for your children, commit them to
the care of Providence, and make yourfelf quite eafly
about them. My example may be of ufe to you: I
- lay my eggs upon the ground, and juft cover them
Lightly over with fand : if they have the good luck
to efcape being crufhed by the tread of Man or
‘Beaft, the warmth of the Sun broods upon, and
hatches them ; and in due time my young oncs
come forth. 1 leave them to be nurfed by Nature,
and fofltered by the elements; I give myfelf no
trouble about them, and I neither know nor care
what becomes of them. Unhappy wretch, fays
the Pelican, who art hardened againft thy offspring,
and through want of natural affeCtion rendereft thy
travail fruitlefs to thyfelf! who knoweft not the
fweets of a parent’s anxiety, the tender delight of
a mother’s fufferings | It is not I, but thou that art
cruel to thy own flefh. Thy infenfibility may ex-
empt thee from a temporary inconvenience, and an
inconfiderable pain; but at the fame time it makes
thee inattentive to a moft neceffary duty, and inca-
pable of relithing the pleafure thatattends it : a plea-
fure, the moft exquifite that Nature hath indulged
to us ; in which pain itfelf is {wallowed up and
loft, or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment.

FABLE YV,
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A HUNTSMAN was leading forth his
[ Hounds one morning to the chace, and had
linked feveral of the young Dogs in Couples, to
prevent their following every fcent, and hunting
dilorderly, as theirown inclinations and fancy fhould
dirett them. Among others, it was the fate of
Jowler and Vixen to be thus yoked together. Jow-
ler and Vixen were both young and unexperienced ;
but had for fome time been confant companioens,
and feemed to have entertained a great fonduefs for
e€ach other ; they ufed to be perpetually playing to-
gether, and in any quarrel that happened, always
took one another’s part ; it might have been expedt-
ed, therefore, that it would not be difagrecable to
them to be ftill more clofely united. = However, in
falt, it proved otherwife : they had not been long
joined together before both parties were obferved to
exprefs uneafinefs at their prefent fituation, Dif-

' H 6 ferent

-
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ferent inclinations and oppofite wills began to dif-
cover and to exert themfelves : if one chofe to go
this way, the other was as eager to take the con-
trary ; if one was prefling forward, the other was
fure to lag behind ; Vixen pulled back Jowler, and
Jowler dragged along Vixen: Jowler growled at
Vixen, and Vixen fnapped at Jowler: till at laft it
came to a downright quarrel between them ; and
Jowler treated Vixen in a very rough and unge-
nerous manner, without any regard to the inferio-
rity of her ftrength, or the tendernefs of her fex.
As they were thus continually vexing and torment-
ing one another, an old Hound, who had obferved
all that pafled, came up to them, and thus reproved
them : “ What a couple of filly Puppies you are,
to be perpetually worrying yourfelves at this ratc ! ]
What hinders your going on peaceably and quietly
together ? Canrot yoil compromifé the matter be-
tween you, by each confulting the other’s inclina-
tion a little? at leaft, try to make a virtue of ne-
ceflity, and fubmit to what you cannot remedy:
you cannot get rid of the chain, but you may make
it fit eafy upon you. I am an old Dog, ard let
my age and experience inftruct you: when I was
in the fame circumitances with you, 1 foon found,
that thwarting my companion was only tormcntmg
myfelf ; and my yoke-fellow happily came irto the
fame way of thinking., We endeavoured to join in
the fame purfuits, and-to follow one another’s in-
clinations : and fo we jogged on together, not only
with eafe and quiet, but with comfort and pleafure.
We found by experience, that mutual compliance
not only compenfates for liberty, butis even at-
“tended with a fatisfation and delight, beyond what
hberty itfelf can give.”

FABLE VL
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The Mifer and the Magpye.

S a Mifer fat at his defk, counting over his

heaps of gold, a Magpye, eloped from his
cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away with
it. The Mifer, who never failed to count his
money over a fecond time, immediately mifled the
piece, and rifing up from his feat in the utmoft
confternation, obferved the felen hiding it in a
crevice of the floor. And art thou, cried he, that
worft of thieves, who has robbed me of my gold,
without the plea of neceffity, and without regard
to its proper ufe ? but thy life fhall atone for fo
prepofterous a villainy. Soft words, good mafter,
quoth the Magpye. Have I then injured you in
any other fenfe than you defraud the public? and
am I not ufing your money in the fame manner you
do yourfelf? It I muft lofe my life for hiding a
fingle guinea, what do you, I pray, deferve, who

{ecrete fo many thoufands ?
FABLE VII.
4
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E A BOIE MOAnEE
The Senfitive- Plant and the Thifile;

- THISTLE happened to fpring up very
near to a Senfitive-Plant. The former ob-
ferving the extreme bafhfulnels and delicacy of the
latter, addrefled her in the following manner, Why
are you fo modeft and referved, my good neighbour,
as to withdraw your leaves at the approach of ftran-
gers? Why do you fhrink as if you were afraid,
from the touch of every hand ? Take example and
advice from me: If 1 liked not their familiarity, I
would make them keep their diftance, nor fhould
any-faucy finger provoke me unrevenged. Our
tempers and qualities, replied the other, are widely
different : I have neither the ability nor inclination
to give offence ; you, it feems, are by no means
deftitute of either. My defire is to live peaceably
in the ftation wherein I was placed : and tho” my
humility may now and then caufe me a moment’s
; uneafinels,
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uneafinefs, it tends oh the whole to preferve my
tranquillity. The cafeis otherwife with you, whofe
irritable temper, and revengeful difpofition, will
probably, one time or other, be the caufe of your
deftruction; While they were thus arguing the
point, the Gardener came with his little fpaddie, in
order to lighten the earth round the flem of the
Senfitive-Plant ; - but perceiving the Thiftle, he
thruft his inftrument through the roet of it, and
tofled it out of his garden.

FA BLVE  -VIII.
The Poct and the Death-watch,

S a Poet fat in his clofet, fealting his imagina-

tion on the hopes of Fame and Immortality,

he was ftartled on a fudden with the ominous found
of a Death-watch. However, immediately recol-
lecting himfelf—Vain infe@, faid he, ceale thy im-
pertinent forebodings, fufficient indeed to frighten
the
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the weaknefs of women, or of children; but far
beneath the notice of a Poet and Philofopher. As
for me, whatever accident may threaten my life,
my fame, {pite of thy prognoftics, fhall live to fu-
ture ages. - It may be fo, replied the infe& : I find,
at leaft, thou hadft rather liften to the Maggot in
thy head, than to the Worm beneath thy table :
but know, that the fuggeftions of Vanity are alto-
gether as deceitful as thofe of Superttition. s

FABLEY IX8
Pythagoras and the Critic.

YTHAGORAS was one day very ear-
neftly engaged in taking an exact meafure of

the lengthrof the Olympic courfe. One of thofe
conceited Critics who aim at every thing, and are
ready to interpofe with their opinion upon all fub-
jects, happened to be prefent ; and could not help
fmiling
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fwiling to himfelf to fee the Philcfopher fo employ-
ed, and to obferve what great attention and pains he
beftowed upon fuch a bufinefs, And pray, fays he,
accofting Pythagoras, may I prefume to afk with
what defign you have given yourfelf this trouble ?
Of that, replied the Philo opher, 1 fhall very red-
dily inform vou: We are aflured, that Hercules,
when he inftituted the Olympic games, himfelf Jaid
out this courfe by meafure, and determined it to the
length of f{ix hundred feet, meafuring it by the
ftandard of his own foot. Now by taking an exa’t
meafure of this fpace, and feeing how much it ex-
ceeds the meafure of the fame number of feet now
in ufe, we can find how much the foot of Hercules,
and in proportion his whole ftature, exceeded that of
the prefent generation, A very curjous {peculation,
fays the Critic, and of great ufe and importance, no
doubt ! And fo you wili demonftrate to us, that the
bulk of this fabulous Hero was equal to his extrava-
gant enterprifes and his marvellous exploits ! And
pray, Sir, what may be the refult of your enquiry at
laft 7 I fuppofe, you can now tell me exacily to a
hair’s breadth, how tall Hercules was. The refult
of my enquiry, replied the Philofopher, is this ; and
it is a conclufion of greater ufe and importance
than you feem to expect from it—thar if you will
always eftimate the labours of the Philofopher, the
defigns of the Patriot, and the alions of the Hero,
by the ftandard of your own narrow conceptions,
you will ever be greatly miftaken in your judgment
concerning them,

FABLE X:



aE  CORITGIN AL #AS LES.

R

) 7 x Z & i,‘;a‘ A7 ,’ 7 "
PR
o ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ i

L i &

e T 2 (W
Sl
a E‘ "4;;;95;_{-};&

- ABRL B ‘X

The Bear,

BE AR, who was bred in the favage defarts

of Siberia, had an inclination to fee the
world. He travelled from foreft to foreft, and from
one kingdom to another, making many profound
obfervations in his way. Among the reft of his ex-
curfions, he came by accident into a farmer’s yard,
where he faw a number of poultry ftanding to drink
by the fide of a pool. Obferving that at every fip
they turned up their heads towards the fky, he could
not forbear enquiring the reafon of fo peculiara ce-
remony. They told him, that it was by way of re-
turning thanks to Heaven for the bencfits they re-
ceived; and was indeed an ancient and religious
cuftom, which they could not, with a fafe con-
fcience, or without impiety, omit. Here the Bear
burft into a fit of Jaughter, at once mimicking their
geftures, and ridiculing their fuperftition, 1 the
moft
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moft contemptuous manner. On this, the Cock,
with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs of his chara&er,
addreffed him in the following words : As you are
a ftranger, Sir, you perhaps may be excufed the
indecency of this behaviour ; yet give me leave to
tell you,* that none but a Bear would ridicyle any
religious ceremonies whatfoever, in the prefence of
thofe who believe them of importance.

FARLE XL
The Stort and the Crow,

STORK and a Crow had opce a ftrong

contention, which of them ftood higheft in
the favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his
{kill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, and his
great ufe to the priefts of that deity in all their facri-
fices and religious ceremonies. The Stork urged
only his blamelefs life, the care he took to preferve

his
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his offspring, and the affitance he lent his parents
under the infirmities of age. It happened, as it ge-
nerally does in religious difputes, that neitiier of
them could confute the other; fo they both agreed
to refer the decifion to Jupiter himfelf., On their
joint application, the God determined thus between
them : Let none of my creatures defpair of my re-
gard ; 1 know their weaknefs ; L pity their errors ;
and whatever is well meant, I accept as it was in-
tended. Yet fucrifices or ceremonies are in them-
felves of no importance, and every attempt to pe=
netrate the counfels of the Gods is altogether as
vain as it is prefumptuous: but he who pays to
Jupiter a juft honour and reverence, who leads the
moft temperate life, and who does the moft good
in proportion to his abilities, as he beft anfwers the
end of his creation, will afluredly ftand higheft in
the favour of his Creator.
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Echo and the Owl,

HE vain hear the flatteries of their own
imagination, and fancy them to be the voice
of tame,

A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fate re-
peating her fcreams at midnight, from the hollow of
a blafted oak. And whence, cried fhe, proceeds
this awful filence, unlefs it be to favour my fuperior
melody ? Surely the groves are hufht in expeclation
of my voice ; and when I fing, all Nature liftens.
An Echo refounding from an adjacent rock, replied
immeuiately, ¢ all Nature liftens.”” The Nightin-
gale, refumed fhe, has ufurped the fovereignty by
night: her note indeed is mufical, but mine is
Aweeter far, The voice confirming her opinion,
replied again, “ is fweeter far.”” Why then am I
difident, continued fthe ; why do I fear to join the

tupeful
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tuneful choir? The Echo ftill flattering her vanity,
repeated, “ join the tuneful choir.”” Roufed by this
empty phantom of encouragement, the on the mor-
row mingled her hootings with the harmony of the
groves. But the tuneful Songfters, difgufted with
her noife, and affronted by her impudence, unani-
moufly drove her from their fociety, and {till conti-
nue to purfue her wherever fhe appears.

PP e shatgyeon

Prometheus.

ROMETHETUS formed man of the fineft
clay, and animated his work with fire ftolen
trom Heaven. He endowed him with all the facul-
ties that are to be found amongft the animal crea-
tion: he gave him the courage of the Lion, the
fubtlety of the Fox, the providence of the Ant, arﬁd
3 the
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the indufiry of the Bee ; and he enabled him, by the
{uperiority of his underftanding, to fubdue them all,
and to make them fubfervient to his ufe and plea-
fure. He difcovered to him the metals hidden in
the bowels of the earth, and fhewed him their fe-
veral ufes. He inftructed him in every thing that
might tend to cultivate and civilize human life ;
he taught him to till the ground, and to improve
the fertility of Nature ; to build houfes, to cover
himfelf with garments, and to defend himfelf againft
the inclemencies of the air and the feafons ; to
compound medicines of falutary herbs, to heal
wounds, and to cure difeafes ; to conftruct fhips,
to crofs the feas, and to communicate to every
country the riches of all. In a word, he endued
him with fenfe and memory, with fagacity and in-
vention, with art and fcience ; and to crown all,
he gave him an infight into futurity, But, alas !
this latter gift, inftead of improving, wholly de-
ftroyed the proper effe& of all the former. Fur.
nifhed with all the means and inftruments of hap-
pinefs, Man neverthelefs was miferable ; through
the knowledge and dread of future evil, he was in-
capable of enjoying prefent good. Prometheus
faw, and immediately refolved to remedy this in-
convenience : he effeCtually reftored Man to a ca-
pacity of happinefs, by depriving him of prefeicnce,
and giving him hope in its ftead,

FABLE XIV,
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Momus.

b 18 faid that Momus was perpetually blam-
ing and ridiculing whatever he faw. Even

the works of the Gods themfelves could not eicape
his univerfal cenfure. The eyes of the Bull, he
faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, that they could
not direct his horns in pufhing at his enemies.
‘T'he houfes which Minerva had inftruéted men to
build, were contrived fo very injudicioufly, that
they could not be removed from a bad neighbour-
hood, mor from any other inconvenience. In
thort, the frame of Man himfelf was in his opi-
nion extremely defective ; having no window in
his bofom that might demonflrate his {incerity, or
betray his wicked purpofes, and prevent their exc-
cution. Thefe and many other faults were found
in the produ@ions of Nature; but when he fur-
veyed the works of art, therc was no end of his
altercations.
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altercations.  Jupiter, being refolved o try how far
his malice would proceed, fent his daughter Venus
to defire that he would give his opinion of her beauty,
She appeared accordingly before the churlifh god,
trembling at the apprehenfion of his known feverity.
He examined her proportiens with all the rigour of
an envious critic, But her thape and complexion,
were fo ftriking, and her fmiles and graces fo very
engaging, that he found it impoflible to give the
leaft- colour to any objection he could make, Yet
to fhew how hard malevolence will firuggle for a
cavil, as the was retiring from his prefence, he beg-
ged fhe would acquaint her father, that whatever
grace might be in heremotion, yet==her fippers were
200 Botfy.

I FABLE XV;
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PABRL BN
 The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee.
BUTTERFLY, proudly perched on the

3 gaudy leaves ‘of a French Marygold, was
boaiting the vaft extent and variety of his travels. [
have ranged, {aid be, over the graceful and majeftic
fcenes of * Hagley, and have feafted my eyes with
elegance and wariety at + The Leafowes. ~ 1 have
wandered through regions of Eglantine and Honey-
fuckle, I have revelled in kifles on beds of Violets
and Cowllips, and have enjoyed the delicious fra-
grance of Rofes and Carnations. In fhort, my
fancy unbounded, and my flight unreftrained, 1 have
vifited with perfe& freedom all the flowers of the
ficld or garden, and muft be allowed to know the
world in a {uperlative degree.

A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders on

# Lord Lyttelton’ss 1+ Mr. Shenftone’s.

a cabbage-
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a cabbage-leaf, was ftruck “with admiration ; and
concluded him, from all his experience, to be the
wifeft of animal creatures. £ %

It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation on
a neighbouring bed of Marjoram, “and having heard
our oftentatious vagrant, reprimanded him in this
manner. Vain, empty flutterer, faid the, whom in-
ftru&ion cannot improve, nor experience itfelf en
lighten! Thou haft rambled over the world ; where
~ In does thy knowledge of it confift? Thou haft feen
variety of objects ; what conclufions haft thou drawn
from them ?” Thou hatt tafted of every amufement ;
hatt thou extra&ed any thing for ufe? I too am a
traveller: go and look into my hive; and let my
treafures intimate to thee, that the end of travelling:
Is to collect materials either for the ufe and emolu-
ment of private life, or for the advantage of the
community.

¥z ~ FABLE XVI.
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The Tuberofe and the S un- Flower.

! TUBEROSE, in a bow-window on the
north fide of a ftately villa, addrefled a Sun-
Hower which grew on a flope that was contiguous
to the houfe. Pray, neighbour, fays he, to what
purpofe do you pay 2ll this devotion to that fictitious
deity of yours, the Sun? Why are you {till diftort-
ing your body, and cafting up your eyes to that glar-
ing luminary? What fuperftition induces you to
think, that we flowers exift only through his influ-
ence? Both you and I are furely indebted to the hot
bed, and to the diligence of the gardener, for our
production and fupport. For my part, I fhall re-
ferve my homage, together with my {weets, for that
benevolent mafter who is continually watering and
refrefhing me : nor do I defire ever to {ce the face of
that Sun you fo vainly idolize, while I can enjoy the
cool fhade of this magnificent faloon.  Truce with
thy
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thy biafphemies, replied the Sun-flower: why doft
thou revile that glorious Being, who difpenfes lifi
and vigour, net only to us, but to every part of the
creation ! Without this, alas | how ineffe¢tual were
the fkill and vigilance of thy boafted mafter, cither
to fupport thy tender frame, or even to preferve his
own! But this muft ever be the cafe with fuch con-
trafted underftandings : {ufficient, indeed, to point
out our more immediate benefaltors, but difrepard-
ing the original Source from which @/ beneficence
proceeds. 4

0
S

A BL'E . XVIL
The Magpye and the Raven,

VHERE was a certain Magpye, more bufy

: and more loquacious than any of his tribe.

His tongue was in perpetual motion, and himfelf

continually upon the wing ; fluttering from place to

place, and very feldom appearing twice together in
the fame company.

i Sometimes
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Sometimes you faw him with a flock of Pigeons,
plundering a field of new-fown corn; now perched
upon a cherry-tree with a parcel of Tom-Tits: the
next moment, you would be furprifed to find the
fame individual bird engaged with a flight of Crows,
and feafting upon a carcafe, :

He took it one day into his head to vifit an old
Raven, who lived retired among the branches of a
venerable oak ; and there, at the foot of 2 lonely
mountain, had paft near half a century.

I admire, fays the prating bird, your moft roman-
tic fituation, and the wildnefsof thefe rocks and pre-
cipices'around yoit: 1 am abfolutely tranfported with
the murmur of that water-fall ; methinks it diffufecs
a tranquillity furpaffing 2ll the joys of public life.
What an agreeable fequeftration from worldly buftle
and impertinence! what an opportunity of con-
templating the divine beauties of Nature I fhall -
moft certainly quit the gaicties of town, and for the
fake of thefe rural fcenes, and my good friend’s con-
verfation, pafs the remainder of my days in the foli-
tude he has chofen. Boy. i

Well, Sir, replies the Raven, 1 fhall be at zll
times glad to receive you in my old-fathioned way ;
but you and 1 fhould certainly prove moft unfuitable
companions. Your whole ambition is to (hine in
company, and to recommend yourfelf to the world
by univerfal complaifance ; whereas my greatefk
happinefs confifts in eafe and privacy, and the feleck
converfation of a few whom I efteem. I prefer a
good heart to the moft voluble tongue ; and though
much obliged to you for the politenefs of your pro-
feflions, yet | fee your benevolence divided among
fo numerous an acquaintance, that a very flender
fhare of it can remain for thofe you are pleafed to
honour with the name of friends.

FABLE XVIII,
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The~Diamond and the Loadftone,

DIAMOND of great beauty and luftre,
¥ ; cbferving not only many other gems of a
fower clafs ranged together with him in the fame
cabinet, but a Loadftone likewife placed not far from
him, began to queftion the latter how he came there ;
and what pretenfions he had to be ranked among
the precious ftones: he, who appeared to be no
better than a mere flint: a forry, coarfe, rufty-look-
ing pebble ; without any the leaft thining quality to
advance him to fuch an honour; and concluded
with defiring him to keep his diftance, and pay a
proper refpect to his fuperiors. "1 find, faid the
Lioad{tone, you judge by external appearances ; and
it is your intereft, that others fhould form their
judgment by the fame rule. I muft own I have
nothing to boait of in that refpet ; but I may ven-
ture to fay, that I make amends for my outward de-

I 4 fects,
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fects, by my inward qualities.” The great improves

ment of navigation in thefe latter ages is entire) y OW-.
g to me. Itis owing to me-that the diftant parts:
of the world are known and accefible to each other 3

thdt the remoteft nations are connelled together;
and 2ll in a manner united into one common {ociety;

that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve one ano-

thet’s wants, and all enjoy the feveral bleflings pecu-

liar, to each.  Great Britain is indebted to me for
her wealth, her fplendor, and her power ; and the
arts and feiences are in a great meafure obliged to.
me for their late improvements, and their continual
increafe. I am willing to allow you your due praife-
in its full extent; you are a very pretty bawble ; I

am mightily delighted to fee-you glitter and fparklie ;

Ilook vpon you with pleafure and furprife: but [

muft be convinced you are of fome fort of ufe, be-

fore 1 acknowledge’ that you have any real merit;

or treat you with that refpe@ which you feem to.
demand, "
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F°A BE E i XIX,
The Boy and the N,

LITTLE Boy playing in the fields, chanced

to be ftung by a Nettle, and came crying to
his father : he told him, he had been hurt by that
nafty weed feveral times before ; that he was al-
ways afraid of it; and thit now he did but juft
touch it, as lightly as poflible, when he was {6 fe-
verely ftung, Child, fays he, your touching it fo
gently and timoroufly is the very reafon of its hurting
you. A Nettle may be handled fafely, if you do it
with courage and refolution ; if you feize it boldly,
and gripe it faft, be affured it will never fting you :
and you will meet with many forts of perfons, as
well as things in the world, which ought to be
treated in the very fame manner,

1s FABLE XX.
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The Monfler in the Sun.

N Aftronomer was obferving the Sun through

a telefcope, in order to take an exact draught

of the feveral fpots which appear upon the face of
it. While he was intent upon his obfervations,
he was on a {udden furprifed with a new and afto-
nifhing appearance ; a large portion of the furface
of the Sun was at once covered by a Montter of
enormeous ﬁze, and horrible form; it had an im-
menfe pair of wings, a great number of legs, and a
long and vaft probofcis ; and that it was alive, was
very apparent, from its quick and violent motions,
wiich the obferver could from time to time plainly
perceive.  Being fure of the fa& (for how could he
be miftaken in what he faw fo clearly ?) our Fhilo-
{opher began to draw many {Llrprmug conclufions
from premifes fo well eftablifhed. He calculated

the magnitude of this extraordinary animal, and
found
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found that he covered about two fquare degrees of
the Sun’s furface ; that placed upon the earth he
would fpread over balf one hemifphere of it; and
that he wus feven or eight times as big as the Moon.
Eut what was moft aftonifhing, was the prodigious
heat that he muft endure : it was plain that he was
fomething of the nature of the-Salamander, but of a
far more fiery temperament ; for it was demonftrable
from the cleareft principles, that in his prefent fitua-
tion he muft have acquired a degree of heat two
thoufand times exceeding that of red-hot iron. It
was a problem worth confidering, whether he fub-
fifted upon the grofs vapours of the Sun, and fo from
time to time cleared away thofe fpots which they
are perpetually forming, and which would other-
wife wholly obfcure and incruftate its face; or
whether it might not feed on the folid fubftance of
the orb itfelf, which, by this means, together with
the conftant expence of light, muft foon be ex-
haufted and confumed ; or whether he was not now
and then fupplied by the falling of fome excentric
Comet into the Sun. However this might be, he
found by computation that the earth would be but
thort allowance for him for a few months: and-far-
ther, it was no improbable conjecture, that as the
earth was deftined to be deftroyed by fire, this fiery
fiying Mon{ter would remove hither at the appoint-
ed time, and might much more eafily and conve-
niently effect a conflagration, than any Comet hither-
to provided for that fervice. In the earneft purfuit
of thefe, and many the like deep and curious {pecu-
lations, the Aftronomer was engaged, and was pre-
paring to communicate them to the public. In the
mean time, the difcovery began to be much talked
of ; and all the virtuofi gathered together to fee fo
ftrange a fight. They were equally convinced of the
accuracy of the obfervation, and of the conclufions fo

I6 clearly
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clearly deduced from it. Atlaft one, more cautious
than the reft, was refolved, before he gave a full”
‘aflent to the report of his fenfes, to examine the

whole procefs of the affair, and all the parts of the

inftrument ; he opened the telefcope, and behold ! a

fmall Fly was inclofed in it, which having fettled on -
the center of the object-glafs, had given occafion to

all this marvellous Theory.

How often do men, through prejudice and paffion,
through envy and malice, fix upon the brighteft and
moft exalted charaéter the grofleft and moft impro-
bable imputations ! It behoves us upon fuch occa-
fions to be upon our guard, and to fufpend our.
Judgments; the fault perhaps is-not.in the objes, but
in the mind of the obferver,

FABLE XXT.
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EVA B R XN
The difcontented Bee.

" A BEE complained to Jupiter of the numerous
evils to which her condition was expofed.

Her body, fhe faid, was weak and feeble, yet was
fhe condemned to get her living by perpetual toil ¢
fthe was benumbed by the cold of winter, and re-
laxed by the heat of fummer. Her haunts were in-
fefted with poifonous weeds, and her flights ob-
ftructed by florms and tempefts. In fhort, what
with dangers from without, and difeafes from with~
in, her life was rendered one continual fcene of
anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold now, faid Ju-
piter, the frowardnefs and folly of this unthankful
race ! 'T'he flowers of the field I have fpread before
them as a feaft, and have endeavoured to regale
them with an endlefs variety. 'They now revel on
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and now
on the {hll more fragrant banks of violets and
rofes,
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rofes. The bufinefs. they complain of is.the ex-
traftion' of honey; and; to alleviate their foil. I
have allowed them wings, which readily. tranfpert
them from one banquet to another.  Storms, tem--
pefts, and noxious weeds, I have given them faga-
city to thun ; and if they are mifled, ’tis through
the perverfenefs of their inclinations - But thus it
is with Bees, and thus with ¥en they mifconftrue
the benevolence of my defigns, and then complain.
that my decrees are rigid: they ungratefully over-
look all the advantages, and magnify all the incon-
veniences of their ftations. = But let my creatures.
purfue their happinefs through the paths marked out
by nature ;. and they will then feel no pains which.
they have not pleafures to compenfate, '

FABLE XXII,
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BoAvB e By oX X
The Suipe Shoater.

S a Eportfman ranged the fields with his gun,
attended by an expenenCed cld Spaniel, he
‘happened to fpring a Snipe, and almoft at the fame
inftant a covey of Partridges. Surprifed at the ac-
cident, and divided in his ainm, he let fly too inde-
terminately, and by this means miffed them bozh.
Ah, my good mafter, faid the Spaniel, you fhould
never have two aims at once. ~Had you not been:
dazzled and feduced by the luxurious hope of Par-
tridge, you would moft probably have fecured yous

Snipe.

FABLE XXIIL
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FrA™B IAE YK,
T%e *Beggar and his Dog.

BEGGAR and his Dog fate at the gate of a
noble Courtier, and wese preparing to make

2 meal on a bowl of fragments from the kitchen
-maid. A poor Dependant of his Lordthip’s, who
had been fharing the fingalar favour of a dinner at
the fteward’s table, was ftruck with the appearance,
and ftopped a little to obferve them. ~ The Begoar,
hungry and voracious as any Courtier in Chriften-
dom, feized with greedinefs the choiceft morfels,
and fwallowed them himfelf; the refidue was di-
vided into portions for his children. A fcrag was
thruft into one pocket for honeft Jack, a cruit into
another for bafhful Tom, and a lancheon of cheefe
was wrapt up with care for the little favourite of his
hopeful family. In fhort, if any thmg was thrown
to the Dog, it was'a bone fo clofely picked, that it
fcarce afforded a pittance to keep life and foul to-
: gether,
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zether.  How exadly alike, faid the Dependant; is
this poor Dog’s cafe and mine | He is waatching for
a dinner from a mafter who cannot fpare it; I fora
place from a needy Lord, whofe wants perhaps are
greater than my own, and whofe relations more cla-
morous than any of this Begpar's brats, Shrewdly
was it faid by an ingenious writer, a Courtier’s Do
peadant is a Beggar’s Dog.

EABL B XXV,
The Sun and the Vapour.

" N the evening of a fummer’s day, the Sun, as
I he defcended behind the weftern hill, beheld 2
thick and unwholefome Vapour extending itfelf over
the whole face of the vallies. Every fhrub and every
flower immediately folded up its leaves, and thrunk
from the touch of his detefted enemy. Well haft

thou chofen, fzid the God of day, this the hour of
my
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my departure, to fpread thy peftilential influence;
and taint the beauties of the creation. Enjoy for a
thort fpace the notable. triumphs of thy malignity.
I fhall return again with the morning, repair thy
mifchiefs, and put an end to thy exiftence. May
the Slanderer in thy fate difcern his own, and be
warned to dread the return of Lruth.

FABLE XXV,
Love and Folly.

N the moft early flate of things, and among the
cldeft of beings, exifted that God, as the poets
entitle him, or rather that Dzmon, as Plato calls
him, whofe name is Love. He was aflifting to the
Father of the Gods, in reducing chaos into order,
in eftablifhing the harmony of the univerfe, and in
-regulating and putting in exccution the laws, by
which the operations of nature are performed, and
the frame of the world fubfifts, Univerfal good:
Aeemed-
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feemed to be his only ftudy, and he was the fupreme
delight both of Gods 2nd men. But in procefs of
time, among other diforders ‘that arofe in the uni-
verfe, it appeared that Love began to deviate very
often from what had feemed till now to be his chief
purfuit: he would ' raife frequent diftutbances and
confufion in the courfe of nature j:though it was al-
ways under the pretence of maintaining order and
agreement. It feems he had entered into a Very -
intimate acquaintance with a perfon who had but
lately ‘made her -appearance in the world. This
perfon was Follys the daughter. of Frids and, Io-.
norance. - They were often together, and: as ‘often
as they were, fome mifchief was fure to be the
confequence. By degrees he introduced her into
‘the heavens ; where it was- their great joy by va-
rious artifices to lead the Gods into fuch meafures
as involved them in many inconveniences, and
cxpofed them to much ridicule. They deluded
them all in their turns, except Minerva, the ‘only
divinity that efcaped their wiles. FKven Jupiter
himfelt was induced by them to take fome fteps
not at all fuitable to the dignity of his character,
Folly had gotten the entire afcendant over her
companion ; however, the was ‘refolved to make
ftill more fure of him, and engrofs him whally to.
herfelf : with this defign fhe infufed a certain in-.
toxicating juice into his neQar, the effe€s of which:
were fo powerful, that “in the end it utterly de-
prived him of his fight. Love was too much pre-
judiced in her favour, to apprehend her to be the
caufe of his misfortune ; nor indeed did he feem
to be in the leaft fenfible of his condition. Rut
his mother Venus foon found it out: and in the
excefs of her grief and rage carried her com-
plaint to  Jupiter, conjuring him to punith the
Sorcerefs wha had blinded her fon. Jupiter, will-

. ing
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ing to clear the heavens of fuch troublefome com-
pany, called both parties before him, and enquired
into their conduct.  After a full hearing, he deter-
mined, that Folly fhould make fome fort of repara-
tion for the injury done to Love : and being refolved
to punith both for the wany irregularities which
they had lately introduced, he condemned Love to
wander about the earth, and ordered Folly to be his
guide,

FABLE XXVI
The Eclipfe.

NE day when the Moon was under an Eclipfe,
O the complained thus to the Sun of the difcon-
tinuanice of his favours. My deareft friend, faid
fhe, why do you not fhine upon me as you ufed to
do? Do I #nst thine upon thee? faid the Sun; I
am very fure that [ intend it. O no, replies the

Moaon,
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Noon, but 1 now perceive the reafon. I fee that
lirty planet; the Larth, is got between us.

The good influences of the great would perhaps
be more diffufive, were it not for their mifchievous
dependants, who are fo frequently fuffered to in-
terpofe. G ts

POA B ke OOV,
The Loy and the Butterfly,

BOY, greatly {mitten with the colours of a
Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flower

with indefatigable pains. Firft he aimed to fur-
prife it among the leaves of a rofc; then to cover
it with his hat, as it was feeding on a daify ; now
hoped to fecure it, as it refted on a fprig of myrtle ;
and now grew fure of his prize, perceiving it loiter
on a bed of violets. But the fickle Fly, continually
changing one bloffom for another, ftill eluded his
+t attempts,
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attempts. At length, obferving it half buried in
the cup of a tulip, he rufhed forward, and fnatching
it with violence, cruthed it all to pieces. The dying
infedt, feeing the poor Buy fomewhat chagrined at
his difappointment, addrefled him with all the calm-
nefs of a ftoic, in the following manner :—Behold
now the end of thy unprofitable folicitude! and
learn, for the benefit of thy future life, that all plea-
fure is but a painted Butterfly ; which, although it
may ferve to amufe thee in the purfuit, if embraced -
with too much ardour, will perifh in thy grafp.

F:A B ok XXV IH,
The Toad and the Ephemerons

ﬁi S fome workmen were digging marble in a
mountain of Scythia, they difcerned a Toad
of an enormous fize in the midft of a folid rock.
They were very much furprifed at fo uncommon
an appearance, and the more they confidered the
circumnftances
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circumftances of it, the more their wonder in-
creafed. It was hard to conceive by what means
this creature had preferved life and received nou-
rifhment in {0 narrow a prifon; and fHll more
difficult to account for his birth and exiftence in
a place fo totally inacceflible to all of his fpecies.
They could conclude no other, than that he was
formed together with the rock in which he had
been bred, and was coeval with the mountain it-
felf. ~ While they were purfuing thefe {pecula-
tions, the Toad fat {welling and bloating, till he
was ready to burft with pride and felf-importance ;
to which at laft he thus gave vent:—Yes, fays he,
you behold in me a fpecimen of the Antediluvian
race of animals. I was begotten before the flood 3
and who is there among the prefent upflart race of
mortals, that thall dare to conitend with me in no-
bility of birth, or dignity of chara%er ? An Ephe-
meron, {prung that morhing from the river Hypa-
nis,-as he was flying about from place to place,
chanced to be prefent, and obferved all that pafied
with great attention and curiofity. = Vain boafler,
fays he, what foundation haft thou for pride, either
in thy defcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy
life, becaufe it hath been long? What good quali-
ties haft thou received from thy anceftors ? Infig-
nificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others,
thou art almoft as infenfible as the block in which
thou waft bred. Even I, that had my birth only
from the fcum of the, neighbouring river, at the
rifing of this day’s Sun, and who fhall die at its fet-
ting, have more reafon to applaud my condition,
than thou haft to be proud of thine. T have enjoy-
ed the warmth of the Sun, the light of the Day,
and the purity of the Air: I have flown from ftream
to ftream, from tree to tree, and from the plain to

X the
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the mountain: 1 have provided for pofterity, and
fhall leave behind me a numerous offspring to people
the next age of to-morrow : in thort, I have fulfill-
ed al] the ends of my being, and I have been happy.
My whole life, ’tis true, is but of twelve hours: but,
even one hour of it s to be preferred to a. thoufand
years of merc exiftence; which have been fpent,
like thine, in {floth, ignorance, and ftupidity,

SAEL 'R XXX,
‘27147 Peacock.

HE Peacock, who at firft was diftinguifhed

only by a creft of feathers, preferred a peti-

tion to Juno that he might be honoured alfo with
a train, As the bird was a particular favourite,
Juno readily enough aflented ; and his train was
ordered to furpafs that of every fowl in the
creation. The Minion, confeious of his fuperb
appearance,
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appearance, thought it requifite to affume 1 propor-

tionable dignity of gait and manners. The com-

mon Poultry of the farm-yard were quite aftonifh.. .
ed at his magnificence ; ‘and even the Pheafants
themfelves beheld him with an €ye of envy.—RBut
when he attempted to /7y he perceived himfelf to
have facrificed all his altivity to offentation ; and
that he was encumbered by the pomp in which he |
placed his glory,

FABLE Xxx

The Fly in St. Pauls Cupola.
AS a Fly was crawling leifurely up one of the

columns of St, Paul’s Cupola, the often ftop-+

ped, furveyed, examined, and atia# broke forth into
the following exclamation - Strange 1 that any one
who pretended to be an artift, thould ever leave 1o
{uperb a ftruGure, with fo many roughnefles unpo-
lithed | Ah, my {riend, f2id a very kearmed archits 7,
K who
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who hung in his web under one of the capitals, you
fhould never decide of things beyond the extent of
your capacity., This lofty building was not erected
for fuch diminutive animals as you or I ; but for a
certain fort of creatures, who are at leaft ten thou-
fand times as large : to their eyes, it is very pof-
fible, thefe columns may feem as fmooth, as to you
appear the wings of your favourite Miftrefs.

FABLE XXXI
The Elm-tree and the Vine.

] N extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious
of independency, and fond of rambling at
large, defpifed the alliance of a ftately Elm that
grew near, and courted her embraces. Having
rifen to fome fmall height without any kind of fup-
port, fhe fhot forth her flim{y branches to a very
uncommeon and {uperfluous length, calling on her
neighbour



ORIGINAL FABLES. 195

neighbour to take notice how little fhe wanted his
-affiftance. Ponr infatuated Shrub, replied the Elm,
how inconfiftent is thy-conduc | Wouldft thou ba
trulyindependent, thou fhouldft carefully apply thofe
Juices to the enlargement of thy ftem, which thou
lavitheft in vain upon unneceflary foliage ; T fhortly
thall behold thee groveling on the ground ; yet,
‘countenanced, indeed, by many of the human race,
who, intoxicated with vanity, have defpifed ceco-
nomy : and who, to fupport for a moment their
cmpty boaft of independence, have exhaufted the
very fource of it in frivolous expences.

a1

3
ﬁt"‘v..“ y Py

FABLE XXXII
The Lau;—‘zyz’inus and the Rofe-tree,

I N the quarters of a fhrubbery, where deciduous

plants and cever-greens were intermingled with
an air of negligence, it happened that a Rofe grew
not far from a Lauruftinus. The Rofe, enlivened

K 2 by
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by the breath of Fune, and attired in all its gorgeous
‘bloffoms, looked with much contempt on the Iau-
ruftinus, who had nothing to difplay but the dufky
‘verdure of its leaves. Whata wretched neighbour,
cried fhe, is this! and how unworthy to partake
the henour of my company ! Better to bloom and
die in the defert, than to aflociate myfelf here with
fuch low and dirty vegetables. And‘is this my
lot at laft, whom every nation has agreed to ho-
nour, and every Poet confpired to reverence, as
the undoubted fovereign of the field and garden ?
If I really am fo, let my fubjects at leaft keep their
diftance, and let a circle remain vacant round me,
fuitable to the ftate my rank requires. Here, Gar-
dener, bring thy hatchet ; prithee cut down this
Lauruftinus ; or at leaft remove it to its proper
fphere. Be pacified, my lovely Rofe, replied the
Gardener; enjoy thy fovereignty with moderation,
and thou fhalt receive all the homage which thy
beauty can require. But remember that in winter,
when neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one
- flower or leaf to cheer me, this faithful Shrub,
which thou defpifeft, will become the glory of my
garden. Prudence therefore, as well as gratitude,
1s concerned in the protection of a friend, that will
fhew his Friendfip in adverfity,

FABLE XXXIII,
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AR LE % XXX
The Senfitive Plant and t/yg Palm-tree.

HE Senfitive Plant being brought out of the

i. green-houfe on a fine fummer’s day, and
placed in a beautiful grove adorned with the fineft
foreft-trees, and the moft curious plants, began to
give himfelf great airs, and to treat all that were
about him with much petulance and difdain,—
Lord! fays he, how could the Gardener think of
fetting me among a parcel of trees ; grofs, inani-
mate things, mere vegetables, and perfe@ flocks !
Sure he does not take me for a common plant, when
he knows, that I have the fenfe of feeling in a more
exquifite degree than he has himfelf: it really thocks
me to fee into what wretched low company he has
mtroduced me; ’tis more than the delicacy of my
conftitution, and the extreme tendernefs of my
nerves, can bear. Pray, Mrs. Acacia, ftand a little
farther off, and don’t prefume quite fo much upon
X 3 your
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your idle pretence of being my coufin. . Goed Mr..
Citron, keep your diftance,, I befeech you ; your
ftrong {cent quite overpowers me.. Friend Palm-
tree, your offenfive thade is really more than 1 am.
able to fupport, The lofty, Palm-tree, as he was.
fhooting up his head with the more vigour under the’
weight that was hung upon it, condefcénded to
rebuke the impertinent_creature in, the following
manner ;- Thou vegetable fribble ! learn to know
thyfelf,and thy own worthleffiefs andinfignificance.
"Thou valueft tiyfelf on a vicious {oftnefs; a falfe
delicacy, the very defeét and imbecillity of thy na-
ture.  What art thou good for, that fhrinkeft at a
touch, and droopeft at a breath of air; feeble and
barren, a perpetual torment to thyfelf, and wholly
ufelefs to others ¥ Whereas we, whom thou treate{t
with fuch difdain, make a grateful return to man for
his care of us: fome of us yield him fruit, others.
are ferviceable to him by their ftrength and firm-
nefs ; we fhade him from the heat of the-Sun, and:
we defend him from the violence of the winds ; 1
am particularly diftinguifhed for my hardinefs and
perfeverance, my fteadinefs and conftancy : and on
account of thofe very qualities which thou wanteft,
and affecteft to defpife, have the honour to be mada
the emblem of conqueft, and the reward of the
€0LquUerQr..

FABLE XXXIV:.
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F ABLE -XXXIV.
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon,

CROCODILE of prodigious fize, and un-
common fiercenefs, infefted the banks of the

Nile, and fpread defolation through all the neigh-
bouring country. He feized the Shepherd, toge-
ther with the Sheep, and devoured the Herd[man
as well as the Cattle.  Emboldened by fuccefs, and
the terror which prevailed wherever he appeared, he
ventured to carry his incurfions even into the ifland
of Tentyra, and to brave the people, who boalt
themfelves the only tamers of his race. The Ten-
tyrites themfelves were firuck with horror at the ap-
pearance of a monfter fo much more terrible than
they had ever feen before : even the boldeft of them
dared not to attack him openly ; and the moft expe-
rienced long endeavoured with all their art and ad-
drefs to furprife him, but in vain. As they were
confulting together, what they fhould do in thefe
K2 circum{tances,
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circumftances, an Ichneumon ftepped forth, and
thus addrefled them :—] perceive your diftrefs,
‘mneighbours ; and though I cannot affift you in the
‘prelentdifficulty, yet give me leave to offer youfome
advice that may be of ufe to you for the future. A
little prudence is worth a]] your courage : it may be
glorious'to overcome a greatevil, but the wife 1} way
1 to prevent it. You defpife the Crocodile while
he is fmall and weak 5.and do not fuﬁiciemly confi-
der, that as he is a long-lived animal, fo ’tis his
peculiar property to grow aslong as he Jives. You
fee I am a poor, tittle, feeble creature; yet am [
much more terrible to the Crocodi]e, and more
ufeful to the country, than'you are, Fattack him
in the egg; and while. you are contriving for
months _together, how to get the better of one
Crocodile, and all to no purpofe, I effeCtually dea
ftroy fifty of them in a day.

FABLE XXXV,
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FABLE XXXV.
The Tulip and the Rafe, .

> TULIP and a Rofe happened to bé near -
~neighbours in the fame garden. They were
both indecd extremely beautiful ; yet the Rofe en-:
gaged conﬁdembly more than an equal fhare of the
Gardener’s‘attention. Enamoured, as in truth he
was, of the delicious odour he difful ed he appeared,
1n the eye of the Tulip, to bealways kifing and ca=
reffing it.- The cnvy and M}omy of rival beauties
are not eafily'to be concealed, The Tu]'p, vain'of -
its-external charms, and unable to bear the tm\u'rvtt
of being forfaken for anot! ier, ret nonftrated in thel
words ag'un % the Gardener’s partiality : Why are
my beauties thus megleéted ? 'Are not my colours
morebright, more various, and mumwv"'wsr than
any which that red-faced * I'hing has to d: {olay ?
“Why then is the' toen gro s ‘your -whole affe‘tion,
and thus for ever to Lepreferred P«=Be not diffati(-

»

.i J . ﬁfd,
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fied, my fair Tulip, faid the Gardener ; I acknows-
ledge thy beautiés, and admire them-as they deferve..
But'there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch,at--
traltive odours, fuch internal charms, that I enjoy
a banquet in their fragrance, which no zere bezauty:
can preténd to furnifh.:

ARG E - XXXV
The Woodcack. and the Majlard..

WOODCOCK and a Mallard were:
feeding together in feme marthy ground at:
the tail of a mill-pond.. Lard, fays-the fqueamiths
Woodcock, in what a.voracious and.beaftly man-
ner do you devour all that comes before you!’
Neither Snail, Frog, Toad, nor any kind of filth,
can efcape the fury ef your enormous appetite.
All alike goes - down, without. meafure and without
diftinction—What an odious vice is Gluttony.
+ Good-
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Good-lack ! replied the Mallard, pray how came
you to be my accufer ? and’ whence has your ex-
ceflive delicacy a right to cenfure my plain eating ?
Is it a crime to fatisfy one’s hunger ? Or is it not
indeed a virtue rather, to be pleafed with the food
which nature offers us # Surely I would fooner be:
charged with gluttony, than with that finical and
fickly appetite, on which you are pleafed to ground’
your fuperiority of taffe——What a fiily vice is Dain~
tinefs. Tlailenait A
Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpe@ive

paffions, our Epicures parted with a mutual con-
tempt. The Mallard hafting to devour fome gar-
bage, which was in reality a fait, immediately
gorged a hook thro’ mere greedinefs, and over-
ficht: while the Woodcock, flying throush a
~glade, in order to feek his favourite juices, was:
entangled in a net, fpread acrofs it for that pur-
pofe ; falling each of them a facrifice to their dif=
Jerenty but equal foibles, ;

s

K6 FABLE XXXVII.
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¥R BE ETEXXVIL,

The two Trouts and the Gudgeon.
FISHERMAN, in the month of May, ftood

angling on the banks of the Thames with an
artificial fly.~ He threw his bait with {o much art,
that a young Trout was rufhing towards it, when
fhe was prevented by her mother. Never, faid fhe,
my child, be too precipitate, where there is a poffi-
bility of danger. - Take due time to confider, be-
fore you rifk an a&tion that may be fatal. How know
you whether yon appearance be 7udeed a fly, or the
Inare of an enemy ! Let fome one elfe make the ex..
periment defore you, If it be 2 fly, he very probably
will elude the firft attack : and the fecond may be
made, if not with fuccefs, at leaft with fafety. —
She had no fooner uttered this caution, than a
Gudgeon feized upon the pretended fly, and became
an example to the giddy daughter, of the great im-
portance of her mother’s counfel.

FABLE XXXVIIL.
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F AB L s XX XNATL.08
The Stars and the Sky-Rocket,

S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afcended
through the air, and obferved t the {tream of

light that di itmunﬂ}ed his paffage, he could not
forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling upon
the Stars to do him reverence. Behold,
what gazing multitudes admire the luftre of mny
tm Iy ¥ whilft all vour feeble {parks of lig l p s un-
obferved, ordifi cc;«rd >d ! The St lis empty
ba W ft w,rh a filent indi ignation : é“he ,’og--a_ar only
vouchfafed to anfwer him : How \"“.1‘}; are they,
faid | €, W ho \nmn themfelves on the voice of popu~

hu\'} hx,

(;)_

lar applaufe | *T'is true, the no velty of thy appeais
ance may procure to thee more .1J'=‘ raticn from
vuimr minds than our d: u¥) {plendors can attraé,

al mu'rh indecd a lafting miracle.  But donot efli-
mate thy importance by the c”ﬂu,o 1s fancy of ill-

T e
-Jué‘.;?”‘
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judging mortals. Know thyfelf to be but the gay-
dy pageant of a few moments, the tranfient gaze.
of a giddy and ignorant multitude. Even while I
fpeak, thy blaze is half extinguifhed, and thou art:
at this inftant {inking into perpetuzl oblivion.
Whereas our fires were lighted up by Heaven for’
the admiration and advantage of the univerfe ; and
our glory fhall.endure for ever. ‘ ,

EABLE XXXFX.

- The Farmer and bis three Enemiess

WOLF,. a Fox, and a Hare, happened one-

L evening to be foraging in different parts of a.
¥armer’s yard. Their firft effort was pretty fuc--
cefsful,.and they. returned’in fafety to their feveral:
quarters : however, not fo happy as to be unperceiv-
ed by the Farmer’s watchful eye ;; who placing fe-
veral kinds of fnares, made each his prifoner in the-

next attempt, He firlt took the Haie to tatks
’ who
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who confefled fhe had eaten a few turnip-tops,.
merely to fatisfy her hunger : befoughthim piteouily
to fpare her life, and promifed never to enter his
grounds again. He then accofted the Fox, who in
a fawning obfequious tone, protefted that he came
into his premifes through no other motive than pure
good-will, to reftrain the Hares, and other vermin,
from the plunder of his corn ; and that, whatever
evil tongues might fay, he had too great a regard:
both for him and’ for juftice to be in the leaft ca-
pable of any dithoneft a&ion. He laft of all exa-
mined the Wolf what bufinefs brought him within
the purlieus of a Farmer’s yard? The Wolf very
impudently declared, it was with a view of deftroy-
ing his Lambs, to which he had an undoubted right:
that the Farmer himfelf was the only felon, who-
robbed the community of Wolves of what was.
meant to be their proper food.. That this, at leaft,,
was his opinion ;- and whatever fate attended him,,
he thould not fcruple to rifque his life in the purfuit
of his lawful prey.

The Farmer having heard their pleas, determin-
ed the caufe in the following manner : The Hare,.
faid he, deferves compaflion, for the penitence fthe
thews, and the humble confeffion fhe has made :—
As for the Fox and Wolf, let then be hanged z6-
gether ; criminals alike with refpe& to-the fa&,
they have alike heightened their equal guilt by the
aggravations of hypocrify and of impudence..

FABLE XL,
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The Snail and the Statue.
STATUE of the Medicean Venus - was -

ereCted in a grove facred to beauty and the -

fine arts.. Its modeft attitede, its elegant prepor-
tions, affifted by the fituation in which it was
placed, attracted the regard of every delicate ob.. .
ferver.— A Snail, who had fixed him{:If bsneath -
the moulding of the pedeftal, beheld with an evil
eye the admiration it excited. Accordingly,watch-.
ing his:opportunity, he firove, by trailing his filthy
ime over every lirgh and feature, to obliterate thofe -
beauties which he could not endure to hear fomuch
applauded. An honeft Linnet, however, who ob- .
ferved him at his dirty work, tcok the freedom to
aflure him, that he would infallibly lofe his labour ;
for, although; faid ke, to an injudicious eve, thou
may’{t {ully the perfections of this finifhed piece, yet
a more accurate and clofe infpectér will difcover its
beauty, through all the blemithes with which thou

hafl endeavoured to difguife it.
~ FABLE XLIL
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FABLGE XLI.
The Water- -fall,

FROM the head of a narrow valley that is
wholly overfhaded by the growth of trees, a
large Cafcade burfts forth with a luxuriance unosx.
pected. Firft the current ruthes down a ptecipice
with headlong impetuofity ; then dafhed from rock
to rock, and divided as it rolls along by fragments of
ftone or trunks of trees, it aflumes a milk-white
appearaice, -and fparkles thro’ the gloom. All is
intricacy; all is profufion : and the tide, however
ample, appears yet more confiderable by the fantaftic
growth of roots that hide the limits of its chanfel.
‘T"hus bounding down from one defcent to another,
it no fooner gains the level, than it finks benesth

the earth, and buries all its glory at our feet.
A fpeltator, privy to the {canty fource which
furnithed
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furnifhed out this grand appearance, ftood one day
in a mufing poﬂure, and began to moralize on its

prodxgahty Ah; fil lly ftream ! faid he, why wilt

thou haften to exhauf’c thy fource, and thus wilfully’

incur the contempt that waits on poverty ! Art

thou ignorant that thy funds are by no means.
equal to this expence ! Fear not, my kind advifer,

replied the generous Cafcade ; the gratitude 1 owe |
my mafter, who colleCted my rills into 2 ftream,.
induces me -to entertain his friends in the beft
manner I am able ;- when alone, 1 aét with more:
CETONOMYasi g sl -

¥ AB L .E ' XUIL
The Oak and the Sycamore.

SYCAMORE grew befide an Oak ; and
being not a lirtle e:evated by the firft warm

days in fprm , began to fhoot forth his leaves
apace, and to defn(e the naked Qak for infenfibility
and want of [pirit. The Qak, confcious of his
- fuperiox
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fupericr nature, made this philofophical reply: Be
not, my friend, fo much delighted with the firt
precarious addrefs of every fickle zephyr : confider,
the frofts may yet return; and if thou coveteft an
equal fhare with me in all the glories of the rifing
year, do not afford them an opportunity to nip thy
beauties in their bud.  As for myfelf, I only wait
to fee this genial warmth a little confirmed ; and,
whenever that is the cafe, I fhall perhaps difplay a
majefty that will not eafily be fhaken. But the
tree which. appears too forward: to exult in the firfk
favourable glance of {pring, will ever be the readieft
to droop beneath the frowns of winter,

FA'BLEE N XN,
The Wolf and the Shepherd’s. Dog.

Q: WOLF ranging over the foreft, came within

~\. the borders of a Sheep-walk ; when meeting
with a Shepherd’s Dog, that with a furly fort of a

growl
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-growl demanded his bufinefs there, he thought
- proper to put on as innocent an appearance as he
could, and protefted upon his honsur that he meant
not the leaft offence.. I am afraid, faid the Dog,
the pledge of your honour is but a poor depofite for
your honefly : you mult net take it amifs, if I object
to the fecurity. No flur upon my reputation, re-
plied the Wolf, 1 beg of you. My fenfe of honour
is as delicate, as my great atchievements are re-
nowned. I would notleavea ftain upon my memory
for the world, T he fame of what are commonly call~
ed great atchievements is very precious, to he fure,
returned the Dog ; almoft equal to the chara&er of
an excellent butcher, a gallant highwayman, or an
expert-aflaffin, Whilethe Dog was yet fpeaking, a:
Lamb happened to ftray within reach of our hero.
The temptation was ftronger than he was able to.
refift : he fprung upon his prey, and was fcouring
. ‘haftily away with it. However, the Dog feized
“and held him, till the arrival of the Shepherd, who
took meafures for his execution. Juft as he was
going to difpatch him, I obferve, fays the Dog,
that one of your noble atchicvements is the deftruca
tion of the innocent. You are welcome to the
renown, as you are alfo to the reward of it. Ag
for me, I fhall prefer the credit of having hone/tly
defended my malter’s property, to any fame you
have acquired by thus bervically invading it

FABLE XLIV,
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HARLE Xiiv.
The Mufbroom and the Zeorn.

3

/A N Acornfell from the top of an old venerable
Oak, full on the head of a Mufhroom that
unhappily fprung up beneath'it.  Wounded by the
blow, the Mufhroom complained of the incivility.
Impertinent upftart, replied the Acorn, why didft
thou, with familiar boldnefs, approach fo near to
thy fuperiors ¥ Shall the wretched offspring of a
dunghill prefume to raife its head on a fpot ennobled
by my anceftors for fo many generations ? I do not
'mean, returned the Muthroom, to difpute the ho-
nour of thy birth, or to put my ewn in competition
with it ; on the contrary, I muft acknowledge that
I hardly know from whence I fprung.  But fure *tis
merit, and not mere anceftry, that obtains the re-
gard of thofe whofe approbation is truly valuable: I
have /ittle perhaps to boaft ; but {urely thou, who

haft thus infulted me, canft have no pretence to
5 boait
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boaft any. 1 pleafe the palates of mankind, and
give a poignant flavour to their 'moft elegant en-
tertainments ; while thou, with all the pride of thy
anceftry, art fit only to fatten Hogs.

¢

R e s DR € 3
Wifdom and Cunning.

S Wifdom, in the form of a beautiful young
A lady, was travelling along the road, it hap-~
pened that the was benighted, and loft her way. She
had not however wandered far, when perceiving a
light glimmer from a window at fome diftance, the
endeavoured to direét her fteps towards the houfe
where it appeared. This proved to be no other than
the miferable abode of Se/f; nefs ; who beneath the
femblance of a churlith and clofe-fifted Peafant, had
long taken up his refidence in this lonefome habita-
tion. She knocked at the door, to enquire her wagr.

The
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The Lout opened it with caution ; but, being im-

mediately ftruck with the uncommon luftre of fo
fine a figure, he found his appetite awake, and be-

came Impatient for the gratification of it. Wifidom,

on the other hand, feeling an utter deteffation of
him, would have willingly withdrawn herfelf; but

alas | it was ‘too late. He took advantage of her

diftrefs, feized,.and forced her to his bed, Nine

months afterwards the was delivered of a fquint-

- eyed, failow-faced imp, unto whom the could never

be induced to fhew any marks of natural affeQion.

She would not even own him for her proper off-

fpring ; and he was put into the hands of Dullnefs,

to be nurfed and educated at her difcretion. As he

arrived to years of maturity, he was known by the

name of Cunning. Some faint refemblance which

he bore of his Mother, procured him a degree of
refpect among perfons of fmall difcernment; and

he fhewed fomewhat of her addrefs in regard to

the means by which he gained his ends; byt-he

had fo much of the Father, as never to exténd his

aims to any“truly noble or focial atchievement.

FABLE XLVI,
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- The Toad and the Gold-fijh.

S a Gold-fith, newly brought from the warm
regions of the eafl, difplayed his beauties in
the Sun ; a Toad, who had long eyed him with no
fmall degree of envy, broke out into this exclama-
tion: How partial and how fantaftic is the favour
of mankind ! regardlefs of every excellence that is
‘obvious and familiar ; and only ftruck with what is
imported from a diftant climate at a large expence !
What a pompous bafon is here conftruéted, and
what extreme fondnefs is here thewn for this infig-
nificant ftranger | While a quadrupede of my im-
portance is neglected, thunned, and even perfecuted.
Surely, were I to appear in China, I thould receive
the fame, or perhaps greater honours than are la-
vifhed here upon this tinfel favourite. ‘
The Gold-fifth, confcious of his real beauty,
and fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo very
unfightly
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unfightly and deformed a Creature, made this ra-
tional reply. It muft be confefiod that the opi-
nions of men are fometimes guided by the caprice
you mention. = Yet as for me and the reft of my
tribe, it is well known that if we are admired in
‘England, we are not lefs admired at home : bein
there efteemed by the greatet mandarins, fed by
ftated officers, and lodged in bafons as fuperb as
any your nation has to boaf}. Ferhaps then, not-
withftanding your fage remark, there are fome vir-
tues and fome qualities that pleafe and difauft almoft
univerfally ; and as innocence, joined to beauty, fel-
dom fails to procure efteem, fo malice, added to de-
formity, will caufe as general a deteftation,

L FABLE XLVII
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FoANBE @ oLV
The Hermit,

CERTAIN Hermit had fcooped his cave

near the fummit of a lofty mountain, from
whence he had an opportunity of furveying a large
extent both of fea and land. He fat one evening,
contemplating with pleafure on the various objects
tats lay diftufed before him. The woods were
drefled in the brighteft verdure ; the thickets adorn-

o

-d with the gayelt bloffloms. The birds caroled
beneath the branches ; the lambs frolicked around
the meads ; the peafant whiftled befide his team;
and the fhips, driven by gentle gales, were return-
ing fafely into their proper harbours. In fhort, the
arrival ¢f {pring had doubly enlivened the whole
fcene before his eye ; and every object yielded a dif-
1Jay either of beauty or of happines.

On
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On a fudden arofe a violent florm., The winds
muftered all their fury, and whole forefls of oak la
fcattered on the ground. Darknefs inftantly fuc-
ceeded ; hail-ftones and rain were poured forth in
cataralts, and lightning and thunder added horror to
the gloom.

And now the fea, piled up in mountains, bore
aloft the largeft veflels, while the horrid uproar of
its waves drowned the fhrieks of the wretched
mariners. When the whole tempeft had exhaufted
its fury, it was inftantly followed by the thock of an
earthquake,

The poor inhabitants of a neighbouring village
flocked in crowds to our Hermit’s cave ; religioufly
hoping, that his well-known fanQity would protect
them in their diftrefs, They were, however, not a
little furprifed at the profound tranquillity that ap-
peared in his countenance, My friends,” faid he,
“ be not difmayed. Terrible to me, as well as to
youy would have been the war of elements we have
juft beheld ; but that I have meditated with fo much
attention on the various works of Providence, as
to be perfuaded that his goodnefs is ‘equal to his
power,” &

L2 FABLE XLvI1II,
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B AR B XLVILT,
The Dove.

DOV E that had.a mate and young ones,

happening to {py her cage door open, was
driven by a fudden impulfe to ﬂy out into an adja-
cent grove. There pezched upon the bough of a
fycamore, fhe fat as it were wrapt in deep contem-
plation ;5 not recovering from her reverie, until the
owner drew nigh unfeen, and brought her back to
her little family.

Art thou not athamed then, fays her mate, thus
to defert thy helplefs offspring? Art thou not bafe
to abandon me for the company of birds to whom
thou art a ftranger 7 Could 1 have harboured fuch a
thought? I, who have ‘been ever conftant to our
firft engagement, and muft have died of mere de-
fpair, hadft thou not returned to my’embraces? But
how, alas! returned! Net, as it feems, by choice,
but infnared by dint of artlﬁce, and brought hither
by conftraint,

I Have
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Have patience, replied the rambler, and hear the A
plea of thy repentant mate, Witnefs all Ve powers .
of wedlock, ye that know what pafles in the hearts
of Doves, if ever, before this unhappy moment, I
felt a wifh to part from thee ! the door, fo feldom
open, allowed but one moment for deliberation, and
I happened to decide amifs, When removed to
yonder wood, the air of liberty breathed. fo {weet,
that, with horror I fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe about
returning to the cage. Pardon, It pray thee, this
one crime, and be well aflured I vall never repeat
1t.  And that thou may'{} be the more induced to
pardon me, know, that the love of liberty burns ever
the ftrongeft in the bofoms that are moft open ta
conjugal affetion and the love of their younz,

L 3 FABLE XLIX.
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PORBIL B XTIX
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch,
" NIGHTINGALE and a2 Bullfinch occupied

A two cages in the fame apartment, The Nigh-
tingale perpetually varied her fong, and every effort
fhe made afforded frefh entertainment. THe Bull-
finch always whiftled the fame dull tune that he had
learnt, till all the family grew weary of the difguftful
repetition. What is the reafon, faid the Bullfinch
one day to his neighbour, that your fongs are always
heard with peculiar attention, while mine, [ obferve,
are almoft as wholly difregarded ? The reafon, re-
plied the Nightingale, is obvious ; your audience
are {ufficiently acquainted with every note you have
been taught, and they know your natural abilities
too well to expe&t any thing new from #hat qguarter.
How then ean you fuppofe they will liften to a
fongfter, frepT-whom nothing native or original is to
be expe&ted?

FABLE L.
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The Fighting CQucks and the Turkey.

W O Cocks of the genuine game-breed met

by chance upon the confines of their refpective
walks. ~ To fuch great and heroic fouls the fmalleft
matter imaginable affords occafion for difpute.
They approach each other with pride and indigna-
tion; they look defiance; they crow a challenge ;
and immediately commences” a long and bloody
battle. It was fought on both fides with fo much
courage and dexterity ; they gave and received fuch
deep and defperate wounds ; that they both lay down
upon the turf utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled.
While this was their fituation, a Turkey, that had
been a fpeCtator of all that paled between them,
drew near to the field of battle, and reproved them

L 4 in
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~ in this manner: “ How foolifh and abfurd has been
your quarrel, my good neighbours! A more ridi.
culous one could fcarce have happened among the
moft contentious of all creatures, Men. Becaufe
you have crowed perhaps in each other’s hearing,
or one of you has picked up a grain of corn upon
the territories of his rival, you have both rendered
yourfelves mifcrable for the remainder of your
dajSJ’_ .

FABLE LI,
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i dN S on T el e
The King-fifber -and the Sparrow. -

* 8 a King-filher was fitting beneath the'fhade,.
upon the banks of a river, fhe: was furprifed -
on a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow that
had eloped from the neighbouring town, to vifit
her.  'When the firt compliments were over,
How is it poilible,” faid the Sparrow, ¢ that a
bird fo finely adorned can think of fpending all her
days in the very depth of retirement? The golden
plumage of your breaft; the fhining azure of your
pinions, were never given you to be concealed, but
to attralt the wonder of beholders. Why then
fhould you not endeavour to know the world, and
be at the fame time, yourfelf, both known and ad-
mired ?”” You are very complaifant at leaft, replied
the King-fither, to conclude that my being admired,
would be the conlequence of my being #zown. But
it has fometimes been my lot, in the lonefome

Ls valieys
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valleys that I frequent, to hear the complaints of

beauty that has been neglefted; and of wors) that.
has been defpifed. Poflibly it does not always hap-
pen, that even fuperior excellence is found to excite

admiration, or to obtain encouragement. I have

learned, befides, not to build my happinefs upon the

opinion of others, fo much a3 upon {elf-convi¢tion,

and the approbation of my own heart. Remember,

1am a King-fither; théfe woods and ftreams are

my delight; and {o long as they are free from winds

and tempefts, believe me, I am perfectly content

with my fituation. Why therefore thould I court

the noife and buftle of the world, which I find fo

little agreeable to my native difpofition ? It may be

the joy of 2 Sparrow to indulge his curiofity, and to

difplay his eloquence. I, for my part, love filence,

privacy, and contemplation ; and think that every

one fhould confult the native bias of his temper, be-

fore he choofes the way of life in which he expells

to meet with happinefs,

FABLE LII,
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F A/B L E LI,

The Bee and the Spider.

N the leaves and flowers of the fame fhrub,

a Spider and a Bee purfued their feveral
occupations : the one covering her thighs with
honey ; the other diftending his bag with poi-
fon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye ob-
liquely at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen
on the fuperiority of her productions. And how
happens it, faid he, in a peayifh tone, that I am
able to colle¢t nothing but poifon from the felf-
fame plant that fupplies thee with honey ? My
pains_and induftry are not lefs than thine; in thofe
refpelts we are each indefatigable. It preceeds
only, replied the Bee, from the different difpofi-
tion
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tion of our nature; mine gives a pleafing flavour
to every thing I touch, whereas thire converts to
poifon, what by a different procefs had been the’
pureft honey. -
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FrA:B i Ex L
The Trees and the Bramble.

m moft worthlefs perfons are generally the moft

efuminge

P A:BIANE 1L
The Frogs defiring a King.

*Tis better to bear with fome defects in a mild and
gentle government, than to rifque the greater evils of
tyranny and perfecution,

F' B T Er 11
Fhe Belly and the Limbs.

"Tis a folly even to wifl to withhold our part from the
Jupport of civil government.

F-A'B & E T Vs
The Wolf and the Shepherds.
We feverely cenfure that in others, which we ourfelves
praciife without feruples

A B LB V.
The Fox and the Swallow.

We fhould well confider, whether the removal of a pre-
Jent evil does not tend to introduce a greater.
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¥ A B L E%YE
The Fox and the Raven.

" Wherever flattery gains admiffion, 1t feems to banifh
common-fenfe, ‘

EFoABel, B: . VII.
The Fox and the Stork.

We Jbould always reflec?, before we rally another, whe-
ther we can bear to have the jefl retorted.

F A'B BB VAL
The Daw with borrowed Feathers,

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed wit,
or borrowed money, generally fubjects us at laft to ten-
Jold ridicule.

RO Bl 1
The Wolf and the Lamb.

They who do not feel the fentiments of humanity will  fel-
dom liften to the pleas of reafon.

FA'BL'E “X.
The Mountain in Labour.

To raife uncommon expeclations, renders am ordinary
event ridiculous.

F AR L'E-+- XK
The Boys and the Frogs.
"Tis unjuft and cruel to raife ourfelves mirth at the ex-
pence of another’s peace and happinefs.

FFABLE Xk
The Lark and her Young ones.
e bould rely principally upon our own diligence, in
matters that concern ourfelves alone,
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E A B LEGSa
The Stag drinking.

IVe ofien make a falfe eftimate in preferring our orng-
mental talents to our ufefil ones,

FAOR LB Xy
The Swallow and other Birds.

Some will liften to no convidtion but what they derive
Jrom fatal experience.

F-ACBUE Bt axsr
The Afs and the Lap-dog.

The attempt to recommend ourfelves by a behaviour o=
reign to our charalier, is vain and rediculous.

L S 8 D s g va )
The Lion and the Moufe, ,
We may all need the aff-ftance of our inferiors ; and
Should by no means confider the meane/t among them
as wholly incagable of returning an obligation,

E ABUE 0 208
The Wolf and the Crane,

"Tis the utmoff extent of Jome men’s gratitude, barely
to refrain from oppreffing and mmjuring their benge
Jaciors,

FABLE: XVHL
The Countryman and the Snake,

Zo confer either power upon the mifchie 018y 0F favours
on the undsferving, is a mifapplication of our bene-
volence.

FABLE XIX
The Dog and the Shadow.

An over-greedy difpofition often [uijects us to lofe what
we already poffefs.
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FiAB. L Eys XX
The Sun and the Wind.
Genile means, on many occafions, are more effeciual than
Violent ones.
VA 0 XX,
The Wolf and the Maftiff.

A mere éampetmce with liberty, is preferable to fervitude
amid the greateft affiuence.

POA Bl XX
Fortune and the School-boy.
We are always ready to cenfure fortune for the ill effects
of our own careleffnefs.
B B E 7 (XX
The Frog and the Ox. .

The filly ambition to vie with our fuperiors, in regard to
outward figure rather than imvard accomplifpments,
15 often the caufe of utter ruin.

iR B ol B XXV
The Lion and other Beafts hunting.
Ar affociation with too powerful allies is always.im-
prudent. _
PPA B e KXY
The Ant and the Fly.
The independence acquired by induftry is preferable te
the moft [plendid fiate of vaffalage.
TAB L E XXVE
The Bear and the two Friends.
Cowards are incapable of true friendfhip,

Y AB.L E. XXVil,
The Bull and the Gnat.
The leaft confiderable of ¢l maniind are Jeldom deflitute
of feif-impartance. '
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FaB L EY XXV
The Wafps and the Bees,

"Tis a folly to arrogate works to ourfelves of which we.
are by no means capable. i

EABILE XXIX.
The Old Man and Death,

Men under calamity may feem to wifh Jfor Deathy but
they feldom bid him welcome when be Sares them in

the face.

BEASBE B o XAy
The Court and the Country Moufe,
Poverty with peace is preferable 10 the greateft afffuence
amidft anxicty,
FoA BB XXX
The Fox and the Goat,

When we are going to encounter difficulties, we fhould
depend more upon our own flrength than the affyffance
of our neighbours.

FABLEE XXX,
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork.

They who keep bad company muft often expect to Juffer
Jar the mifbehaviour of their companions.

FiA B LT XEXTL
The Oak and the Willow.

The courage of meeting death in an honourable caufe, is
more commzendable than any addrefs or artifice we can
make ufe of to evade it

FABRBLEY . XXXV
The Boy and the Filberts.

The [fureft way to gain our ends is to moderate our
defires,
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F'ABLE & XXXV
The Satyr and the Traveller,
Fe [bould immediately decline all commerce with a per-
Jon whem we find to be a double-dealer.

FABLE XXXV
"T'he Horfe and the Stag.
Let revenge be ever fo fwect, *tis too dear a purchafe at
the price of liberty. :

F ASRE Ex XX
T'he Farmer and his Sons.

Induftry is #felf a Treafure.
¥ & Byl £+ XXXVIIL

"The Lion and the Gnat,

Little minds are fo much elevated by any advantage
gained over thcir [uperiors, that they are often
thrown off their guard againfl a [udden change of
Jortune.

FABLE XXXIX.
The Mifer and his Treafure.

*Tis the enjoyment of what we poffif that alone gives it
any real vdlue.

Yogah b F ST
- Minerva’s Olive,
W hatever fancy may determiney the flanding value of
all things is in proportion to their ufe.

AR L ES XEL,
The Mimick and the Countryman.

There is no error too extravagant for prepoffelfion and
partiality. )



N A R

oAVl LSS4T
The Dog and the Crocodile.

'Tis ever dangerous to be long converfant with perfons
of a bad charaéier.

FABLE XE1IT,
The Wolf in Difguife,

There would be little chance of detecling hypocrify, were
1t not akways addicted to over-act its part,

E v D e
The Bee and the Spider.

Neither ingenuity nor learning are intitled 4 regard,
but in proportion as they contribute to the happinefs
of life. .

F AR LE XLV,
The Afs and his Mafter. ,

Avarice often mifles its point, thra’ the means it ufes to
Jecure it S

FABLE, XLVIL
The Cock and the Fox,
To retort the artifice employed againft us is an allvwable

part of feé"—a’cy‘éme.

FABLE XLVl
The Eagle and the Crow.

A falle eftimate of our own abilities ever expofes us te
ridicule, and fometimes to danger,

FABIE XLVIII,
The Farmer and the Stag.

Some expec? the thanks that are due 17 4 civilit
‘ re wility,
while they endeavour clandeflinely to undermine the
value of it.
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FABLE  XLIX..
~ The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox.
The intemperate rage of clierts gives the lawyer an
gpportunity of feizing the property in difpute.
FaAaB 1By nlx
The Lion and the Afs.

A total negleét is the befl return the. generons can make
to the fcurrility of the bafe.

FoA-BixEs LB
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. .

" Tis ever imprudent to join interefls with thofe whe are:
able 10 impofe upon us their own. conditions,

F A BLAB: Ll
The Trumpeter.
The fomenter of mifchicf is at leaft as culpable as be whe:

puts it in execution..

B L E" LT
Vice and ‘Fortune.

Fortune, without the concurrence of vice, cannot effeltu-
ally defiroy our happinefs : whereas vicey without the
belp of fortune, can make us miferable to the laf
extrematy,

oA B LAE: LIV .
The Bear and the Bees..

*Twere more prudent to acquiclce under: an injury
Jrom a fingle perfony than by an aél of vengeance to-
bring upon us the refentment of @ whole community.

INDE X.
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BUARIGE: UL
' The Miller, his Son, and their Afs.

"DT['S better to purfue the diflates of one’s own
: reafony than attempt to pleafe all mankind,

L0V, 48 : VI8 G D ONRER 4
The Sorcerefs.

There are muwmbers of people who would unbinge the
world, to eafe themfelves of tne Jmalleft inconve-
nience,

EABL E « I
The Cameleon.
The different lights in which things appear to different

Judgments, recommend candour to the opinions of
others, even at the time that we retain our own.

EABLE. IV
The Wolf and the Lamb.

The young and artlefs [hould make caution Supply the
place of years and experience.

YoA BALIES TV
The Iox and the Bramble.
e jhould bear with patience a fmall evil, when it s
conneiled with a greater good,
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Foa:B L i,
The Falcon and the Hen, -

Lifferent kinds of experience account Jor different
kinds of condulz.

AL TE VI ;
The Travellers and the Money-bag.

e cannot reafonably expet thofe to bear a part in
our ll-fortune, whim we never permitted to fhare
in our profperity.

- Y s £ e i
The difcontented Afs.

We greatly diminifb the bappinefs of life, by under-
valuing all that is fhort of perfection.

5k L e el
The two Springs.

There is more to be expelled from fedate and Sfilent,

than from noify, turbulent, and offentatious begin-
nings.

A BEBE X,
The Rofe and the Butterﬁy.

We exclaim loudly againt that inconflancy in another
to which we give occafion by our own.

¥ 2B L% XI
T'he Tortoife and the two Ducks.

Curiofity often excites thofe people to hazardous un-
dertaings, whom vanity and indifiretion render
totally unfit for them.

¥FABLE X131,
The Cat and the Old Rat.

Repeated inflances of artifice create a Jufpicion, that
is our guard againfl it,
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F A BLE: XHI
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail.

I7 hen we dwelf much on diflant and chimerical ad-
vantages, we negleil our prefent bufinefs, and are
expofed to real misfortunes.

Foa Bl I i XIV,
The Cormorant and the Fifhes.
"Tis extreme folly to afk advice of an interefled advifer,

AR Bl B Y
The Atheift and the Acorn.
He who difputes the exijtence of a Deity, will find
bimfelf confuted by e ery part of nature.

B A B L B XYL
The Lynx and the Mole.

We [hould ufe the tulents that are allotted, and are mof?
Juitable ts aur fpecies ; inflead of diffaraging thofe
Jacuitices, that are as properly adapted to another.

FauB IgEr (aX ik
The Spider and the Silk-worm.
e that is employed in works of ufe generally advans. _
tages bimfelfy or othersy while be wha toils alone
Jor fame muft often expelt to lofe his labour,

F AR TLE v XV,
The Bee and the Fly.

The greateft genius with a vindifive temper 1s far
Jurpafled in point of happinefs by men of talents
lefs confiderable.

B b BobuE o XX,
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation.
Lhere are few things fo irreparably lof}, as reputation.
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FABLE XX
‘The Court of Death.

- Intemperance is the great and original caufe, that ge-
nerally fhortens buman life.

oA I E XX,
Induftry and Sloth,

Our term of life does not allow time for long protracted
deliberations.

EL BaE . 3 XKL,
The Hare’s Fars.

A prudent perfon will not only preferve his innocence,
but avoid the confequence of any [eeming handle he

may afford to his oppreffor.

FABLE XXIL
The Hermit and the Bear.

T he random zeal of inconfiderate friends is often as
burtful as the wrath of enemies.

FABLE XXIV.
The Paflfenger and the Pilot.

We are no where out of the reach of Providence,
either to punifh or to proteé? us.

FFABL E XXV,
The partial Judge, .

The injuries we do, and thofe we [uffer, are [eldom
weighed in the fame fcales.

T.A B LESXXVL
The Fox that had loft his T ail.

*Tis common for men to wifp others reduced to their
own level 5 and we ought to guard againft fuch ad-
vice as may proceed from this principle,
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HA4BL EGXXVIE
The Nobleman and his Son.
The means fusgefled by Juperflition to fecure us from
misfortune often bring it upon our heads,

FABLE XXVIIL
Jupiter and the Herdfnan.

Were our ill-judged prayers to be ahways granted, hoty
many would be ruined at their ewn requeft !

FACB 1,0E y XXX,
The Eagle and the Owl,

The partiality of parents ofien makes themfelves ridicuy
lousy and their children unhappy.

FABLE XXX
The Plague among the Beafts,

Lhe paor and helplefs undergo thofe punifhments Jor fmall
and trivial offencesy which the rich and powerful
efcape, for crimes of @ much blacker nature,

FABLE XXXI.
The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe;
1t is not fafe to truft to outward appearances.

E.AB I4E | XXXIL,
The Farmer and his Dog.

The greater yoom there appears for refentment, the more
careful fhould we be nat to accufe an innocent perfons

FABLE XXXII.
The Gnat and the Bee.

Men expoftulate to little purpofe, when their own exe
ample ¢onfutes their argument,

M
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FABLE XXXIV,
The Ow! and the Eagle.

Narrow minds think the fj /z’em of tbe univer/fe fhould
have been contrived to fuit themfelves alone.

BB L E XXXV,
The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf.

len who meditate mifchief, [uggeft the fame to others;
and generally pay dear for their froward gratifi-
cations.

FIABLE XXXVI
The Blind Man and the Lame.

The wants and weaknefles of individuals form the
conneltions of faciety.

FABLE XXXVII
The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox.

Iz is often more prudent 1o fupprefs our fentiments,
than either to flatter ar to ra:l.

F:ABLE XXXVIII
The Owl and the Niohtingale
*Tis natural for a pedant to defpife thofe arts whick

palifh our manners, and would extirpate pedantry.

F ABLE XXXIX,
The Ant and the Caterpillar.

Bays of no wery promifing appearance often become tbe
greatefl men.

FABLE XL,
The two Foxes.
¢ fhounld ever guard againfl thofe wices, that are
cbzey‘ly incident to our dimes of life: excefs and
riot, whilfl we are  young 5 and egregious parfi-
70Ny, AS We Fro10 i YEars.
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AR Loy X
The conceited Owl.

Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, akvays ter=
minate in difgrace.

AR X KIAL
The Fox and the Cat.

Perfons may write fine [yflems of morality, who never
praciifed a fingle virtue. :

FABEE XILIH.
The twvo Horfes,

The object of our pride is often the caufe of our misfora
" luness

F By B . XLV,
The Dove and the Ant.

The moft important actions are often performed by the
moft unlikely inflruments.

AR E XLV,
‘The Parrot.

Gravity, though [ometimes the mien of wifdom, is often
Jouud to be the majk of ignorance.

P a8 LB XLVI
T he Cat and the Bat.
dt is eafy to find reafons to juftify any thing we are in-
clined to do.

FoAUBL B & v BBV
The two Lizards.
The fuperior fafety of an obfeure and humlle Slation, is
" a balance for the /)onoz{ris of high and envied lifz.
M2
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F-ABLE XLVII.
Jupiter’s Lottery.
Folly, paffing with men for wifdom, makes each cons
tented with his own fhare of underflanding.

Eia0s 1. E 7 XLIX,
, "The litigious Cats.
The fcales of Fudicature are feldom poifed, til] little or

nothing remains in either,

¥ ApB- I Br ol
The two Dogs.

Ouer own moderation will not fecure us from difluy=
bancey if we conneét ourfelves with men of turbulent
and litigious difpofitions., ‘

A BT ELT,
Death and Cupid.

The young fhould not ai? as the’ they were exem tfrom
Death 5 nor the old forget to guard again/? the Joolew
ries of Love,

A B LB I,
The Mock-bird.

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons who
Poffefs no one talent befide.

¥y BT L
The Speftacles.

Qur opinions of things are altogether as various, as if
each faw them thro’ a different medium y our attach-
ment 1o thefe opinions as fixed and firm, as if all faw
them thrd the medium of truth,

INDEX
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EABLE. L
The Red-breaft and the Sparrow.
]M ITATION may be pardonable, where emu-
lation will be prefumptuous.
SR ACR T T e
The two Bees,

Mioderation and intemperance reward and punifb
them/felves.

FOALTE 4 8 T
The Diamond and the Glow-worm.

A ﬁ'rong point of light is as favourable to merit, as
it is deflructive to impoflure.
R BURES,
The Oftrich and the Pelican,
- The pleafures of parental Jondnefs make large amends
Sfor all its anxieties.
A BiL YR
The Hounds in Couples.

Mutual compliances are neceffary to matrimonial hap-
pinefs. .
PFABLE! VI
The Mifer and the Magpye.

Men are feldom found to condemn themfelves, otherwife

© than by the cenfure they pafs upon their own Jaults
in other people, -
M2
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¥FABLE VIK
The Senfitive-plant and the Thiftle,

Both a mild difpofition; and a vindiciive temper, gene=
rally meet with fuitable returns,

FABLE VIL
The Poet and the Death-watch.

The fuggeftions of vanity are as delufive as thofe of [u-
perflition.,
FiA Bl JXs
Pythagoras and the Critic.

To eftimate the works of others by the fole flandard of

our own conceptions, is always prefumptuous, and often

ridiculous.
i G0 L H DK DN o
The Bear.
Religious opinions are by no means the praoper objeéts of
ridicule. ‘

F ABLE XL
The Stork and the Crow.

Ve fhould never place the effence of religion in the mere
obfervance of rites and ceremonies.

F 8B EL fXH,
Echo and the Owl.

The vain believe their imaginary perfections engrofs the
attention of all mankind.

YA BT KT,

Prometheus.

The bleffing of hope is better adapted to the flate of mors
talsy than the gift of prefeience.
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PFiA.B LE: ¢ XIV.

Momus.

1t is bardly poffible to deprive malevolence of every occa=
Soon for a cavil, i

B4 BIL EsIXYT
The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee.

Fops may boaft of their extenfive travels, but ’tis only
a few difcerning perfons that make a proper ufe of

them.

& B E XV
The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower..

To refl in fecond caufes, without reference to the firfl, is
both imptous and obfurd.

¥ A B LET XVH,
The Magpye and the Raven,

The fop who prides himfelf upon a large acquaintance s

but feldom capable of real friendfhip.

FiaB LB 'KVIHE
The Diamond and the Loadftone,
The greateft merit is often concealed under the moft un=
promifing appearances.

FERIB LUEL SXIX.
The Boy and the Nettle,

Lhere are certain perfons who vequire to be treated
rather with [pirit and refolution, than either tender
nefs or delicacy.

PUATHB ERE R N
- The Monfter in the Sun.

The fault we many times impute to a charatier, is only
20 be found in the mind of the obferver, '
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FaBIrE (1¥XE
"T'he difcontented Bee.

The pleafures of life would be a balance Jor the pains,
did we not increafe the latter by our own perverfe~

nefs.

EA B LE. XXIT,
The Snipe-fhooter.
"We often mifs our point by dividing our attention,

Po B AR ¢ CRTTE.
The Beggar and his Dog.
*Tis mifery to depend upon patrons, whofe sircum<
Sances make their charity neceffary at home.

FABLE. XXIV,
The Sun and the Vapour.

Truth, though wanifbed, returns again; Slander is
never of a durable nature. ‘

FABLE XXV,
Love and Folly.

Folly has often too great an influence in the direttion
of our amours.

FABLE. XXVI.
The Eclipfe.

The favours of the great are too often obftructed by
the invidious offices of their mean dependants, -

V4 B B XXV
The Boy and the Butterfly,

An immoderate purfuit of pleafure is generally de
JHructive of its object, / :
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FABLE XXVIIL
The Toad and the Ephemeron.

A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a amily is by far lefs
honourable than an hone/s indzg/z’rj}f ey

EEAB.E E «XXIX,
The Peacock,

The parade and ceremony belonging to the great ave often
a reflraint upon their freedom and activity,

AT s SR
The Fly in St. Paul’s Cupola,
We fhould never oflimate things beyond our reachy by the
narrow flandard of our own capacitics,

PLATBLIE T KRR
The Elm-tree and the Vine,

People who pride themfelves upon their independence, ofien
Jlight cecanomy, the fole foundation of it.

FA'B L B - XXXTI,
The Lauruftinus and the Rofe.
That friend is highly to be refpected at all times, whofé

Jriendfhip is chiefly diftinguifbed in adverfity

AN LB XXX,
T'he Senfitive-plant and the Palm-tree,

An excefs of delicacy is to be confidered rather as an in-
Jfirmity than as a virtue,

F. AR LR .l XXXIV.
The Tentyrites and the [chneumon.

We conquer many evils at firft with facility, which be-
ing long neglecied become infurmountable.
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BB L By XXX/
The Tulip and the Rofe.

External beauty will often captivate 5 but tis internal
merit that [ecures the conquef?.

FABLE XXXVI
The Woodcock and the Mallard,

A voracious appetite and a fondnefs for dainties, equally
take off our attention from more material concerns.

FABLE- XXXVIE
The Trouts and the Gudgeon.

4 perfon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the:
- Jijl myflake is irretrievable, ar fatal.

FABLE XXXVIIL
The Stars and the Sky-rocket,

Pretenders to merit are abways more vain than thofe:

who really peffefs it

FABL E- XXXIX.
The Farmer and his three Enemies,
Humility extenuates any crime, of which bypocrify andd
umpudence are equal aggravations.

P ABLE 1 XL,
The Snail and the Statue,

- *Tis the fate of envy to attack thofe charaters thit are
Sfuperior to its malice.

YIRBIL B .3 XLE
The Water-fall.
A generous nature will find refources in azconomy, Jor
the occafisnal exertion of beneficence and hofpitality,
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AU B Dl e
- The Oak and the Sycamore.
He who is puffed up with the leaft gale of profperity,

will as fuddendy fink beneath the blafls of misfortune,

FABLE XLIIL
The Wolf and the Shepherd’s Doo.

Common bonefly is a better principle than what we often
compliment with the name of heroifin,

F ABL-E XLIV.
The Mufhroem and the Acorn. _

The man who wvalues himfelf too highly upon his birth,
has feldom much claim to any other merit.

AR R PPN
Wifdom and Cunning, _
Cunning feems to differ from wifdomy, more in the end
that it propofes to dtfelf, than n the means that it
employs.

PoA Bl ke XTI VE
The Toad and the Gold-fith.
Beauty, joined with innocence, is untverfally refpecied
malice, added to deformity, is umwerfally abhorred.

ABLLE  XEBEYIR
The Hermit.
The ggodnefs of Providence, apparent in his works, is a
proper motive for our tranquillity amidft every excrs
tzon of his power.
A& B LE XENIE
The Dove.
The love of liberty, in well-conflituted minds, holds a
place little inferior to.that of naturatl affetion.
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FAMB UE “XLIX.
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch.

Learning is undoubtedly of the utmoff advantage to
real genius : yet, when put in competition, the funds
of the one are limited ; and of the other in-

exhauftible.

AR AL 2L
The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey.

Litigious perfons feldom confider, before they go to law,
whether the conquef! will be warth the cofl,

A BLE VR
The King-fifher and the Sparrow.
Men’s natural tempers will beft diref? them to their
proper [phere in the purfuit of happinefs.

oA B4 K. LT
The Bee and the Spider.

The candid reader will reap improvement, where the
Jroward critic finds only matter of cenfure.

E el 554















