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IN THREE BOOKS,

Is not the earth

With various living creatures, and the air
Replenifhed, and all thefe at thy command

To come and play before thee? Knowefl thou not
Their language and their Ways? They alfo know,
And reafon not contemptibly: with thefe

Find paftime. Paradife Loft. . 8. l. 370.
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T HE
PRE.F ANECE.

“F HE fables of Efop have always been efteen-

ed the befl leffons for youth, as befl adapted
4o convey the mofl ufefulmaxims, in the moft agree-
able manner.  Accordingly, many writers, both in
verfe and profe, have endeavoured to cloath them
in an Englifh drefs. It would ill become the
Author of this work to animadvert upon their
labours: but he thinks it may be [aid with truth,
and he hopes alfo with modefly, that nothing of
thes kind which has been publifhed in profe, can
Juflly difcourage him from the prefent underiak-
ng.

In forming this colleclion, he has endeavoured to
difiinguifh, by two feparate books, the refpeclive
compofitions of the earlier and later mythologifts;
and he trufls it will not be found that he has ofien
been miflaken in tlis regulation, though anerror of
that kind might perhaps appear of no great im-
portance.  His principal aim was to feledt fuch
Fables as would make the firongeft and moft ufe-
Sul tmpreffions on the minds of youth; and then
to offer them in fuch unaffecled language, as might

a2 have
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have fome tendency to improve their flyle. If in
this he have at all fucceeded, the work, it is pre-
Jum’d, will not be unferviceableto young readers,
nor wholly unentertamzng to perfons of maturer
Judgment.

To thefe he has ventured to add a third book,
confifting entively of original Fables: and he of-
Jers ut to the public with all the diffidence which
ought to accompany every modern produclion, when
it appears in conjunélion with writings of eftablifh-
ed reputation.  Indeed, whatever hopes he has,
that the prefent work may be favourably recerved,
arife chiefly from the confideration, that he has
been affifted in it by gentlemen of the moft diftin-
guifhed abilities; and that [everal, both of the old
and the new Fables, are not written by hamfelf,
but by authors, with whom it is an honour to be
conneéled; and who having condefcended to favour
him with their affiftance, have grven him an op-
portunaty of making Jome atonement for his own
defeéls. .

The life of Efop prefixed to this colleétion, is
ta/zcnfrom Monf{. de Meziriac, avery learned
and ingenious Frenchman; who being difgufled
with the grofs for geries of that lying monk Pla-
nudes, publifhed in 1632 the befl account he could

colleét
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colleét from ancient writers of good authority.
But this little book, foon after became Jo extreamly
Jearce, that Monl. Bayle, in the firft edition of
his dilionary, laments he never could get a fight
of it; Dr Bentley in his differtation on Efop’s
Fables makes much the Jame complaint; nor does
it appear that Sir Roger Leftrange or Dr. Gro-
xal, ever o much as heard of Meziriac’s name.

T/ze work indeed in the original has continued
equally [carce to this day; but an Engllfh tranfla-
tion of it falling into the writer’s hands, he hath
endeavoured in_fome meafure to correét the lan-
guage; adding notes from [everal authors, parti-
cularly from Boyle's and Bentley’s controverfy
on the fubjecl; and he is per[uaded that the judi-
ctous reader will not condemn him for adopting

it, inflead of the ficlitious and abfurd relation of

Planudes.

@2
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Ll Easob  Basulei:
(DR . S AT 1
Of the place of his birth.

T happened to Homer, the prince of
Grecian poets, that the place of his
nativity was never certainly known;
and it would be as difficult to afcertain
the country which gave birth to Efop,
{o much have ancient authors differed
alfo upon this {fubject. Some have
thought him a * Lydian bornin the
city of Sardis, the capital of that king-
dom; others have believed he drew
his origin from the ifland of 2 Samos.
Some have maintained that he was a 3
Thracian, of the city of Mefembria :
but 4 authors are now, for the moft
part, agreed, that he was a native of
Phrygia, either of 5 Amorium, or 6
Cotizum, both towns in the fame pro-
vince.
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vince. However, as it may be allowa-
ble to conjedture on a point {o dubious,
I imagine they who have thought him
a Lydian, ora Samian, have grounded
their opinion on the probability of his
being born in one ofthofe places where
he {pent the greatelt part of his life;
and ’us certain that during his flavery,
his common habitation was in the
ifland of 7 Samos; and after he was
made free, he lived almoft wholly in
the court of Creefusking of Lydia. But
tho’ this opinion is not totally deftitute
of a plaufible appearance,the probabi-
lity of his being a 8 Phrygian, as it is
founded on the common confent of ma-
ny ancient writers, and f{upported by
the moft credible authority, is now
generally received and eftablifhed.

NOTES.

1 Maximus Tyrius, Differt. XX. o Suidas. §
The Scholiaft on Ariftophanes. Heraclides in Gronov.
Thef. Grec. Tom. VI. p. 2827. 4 Maximus Tyrius,

Di/ffert.
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Differt. XXXIII. Lucian’s True Hiftory, Book 11. Sto-
baeus. Suidas. A. Gellius. Phaedrus, 5 Planudes.
6 Suidas. Fabricius. 1 Jadmonat leaft, his laft Ma/-
ter, was of this ifland. Suidas [ays exprefsly, that Xan-
thus was a Lydian.  Fabricius indeed calls him a Sa-
mian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I JSind any.
8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor.

1t may perhaps be acceptable to fome readers, and
not improper in this place, to add a paflage from the
learned Mr. Sale, in his notes to the Koran, concerning
the Eafiern fabulift Lokman, who has been imagined
by Jome writers to be the fame perfon with our Efop.
The Arabian writers, fays he, affirm that Lokman was
the fon of Bauvan, who was the Jon or grandfon of a
Sifter or aunt of Job; and that he lived Jeveral centu-
ries, even to the time of David, with whom he was con-
verfant in Faleftine. According to the defcription they
give of his perfon, he muft have been deformed enough;
Jor they fay he was of a black complexion, (whence fome
call hum an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and [play feet:
but in return, he received Jrom God wifdom and elo-
quence in a great degree; which, fome pretend, were
grven him in a vifion, on his making choice of wifdom
preferable to the gift of prophecy, cither of whick were
offered him. The generality of the Mohammedans there-
Jore hold kim to have been no prophet, but only a wife
man. As to his condition, they Jay he was a flave, but
obtained his liberty on the following occafion. His maj-
ter-
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ter having one day given him a bitter melon to eat, he
paid i Juch exaél obedience as to eat it all; at which
his mafter being Jurprifed, afked him, How he could
cat [o bitter a_fruit? To which he replied, It was no
wonder, that e fhould for once accept a buter Sfruit
from the fame hand from which he had received fo
many favours. The commentators mention [everal quick
repartees of Lokman, which, together with the curcum-

vances abovementioned, agree fo well with what Maxi-
mis Planudes has written of Efop, that from thence,
and from the fables attributed to Lokman by the Ori-
entals, the latter has been generally thought to be no 0-
ther than the Efop of the Greeks. However that be, ( for
I think the matter will bear a difpute) I am of opinion
shat Planudes borrowed great part of his life of Efop
form the traditions he met with in the Eaft concerning
Lokman, concluding them to have been the [ame perfon,
becaufe they were both flaves, and Juppofed to be the
writers of thofe fables which go under their refpective
names, and bear a great refemblance to one another:
for it has long been obferved by learned men, that the
greater part of that monk’s performance is an abfurd
romance, and_fupported by no evidence of ancient wri-
ters.

Sale’s Koran, p. 335-

A colleétion of Lokman’s fables may be found in Er-
penius’s Arabic Grammar, between thirty and forty in
number, printed in Arabic, with a Latin tranflation.

T hey
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They very much refemble the fables of Efop, and have
moft of them been inferted in our colledtions: particu-
larly, The flag drinking—The old man and death—
The hare and the tortoife—The fun and the wind—
with many others all of which arein Erpenius’s collection,
under thename of Lokman. The fables of Pilpay, the.
other Eafiern, are of quite a different caft; long, tedious,
and frequently interwoven one with another. I have
inferted in this colleclion, only one fable from Pilpay, the
falcon and the hen, in the fecond book.

CHAP.
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B R S I »
Of his perfon, talents, and difpofition.

g TIS allowed by all, that Efop was
a flave from his youth, and that

in this condition he ferved feveral maf-
ters: but I am ignorant where Planu-
des has authority for aflerting that he
was the moft deformed of all men liv-
ing, exallly refembling Homer’s "Ther-
fites; I find no * ancient author who
thus defcribes him. What Planudes
adds, that the word Efop fignifies the
fame with AEthiop, and was given him
on account of the blacknefs of his vi-
fage, may be very jullly contradicted:
for though fome grammarians are of
opinion, that from the verb aetho, which
fignfiies to fcorch, and from the noun
ops, which fignifies vifage, the word
AEthiop may be formed; yet we learn
from
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from Euftathius, that aetho (in the future
aefo) fignifies to thine, as well as to burn;
and that ops with an o long fignifies the
eye: fo that the name Efop fignifies a
man with {parkling eyes. Neither do
I give credit to the fame author, when
he fays, that Efop had {fuch an impedi-
ment in his tongue, that he could {carce-
ly utter anticulate {ounds; as he {eems
to have attributed this imperfection to
him, only to have fome ground for the
fabulous account which he afterwards
gives, of Fortunc’s appearing to him in
a dream, and beftowing on him the gift
of fpeech. Altogether as void of pro-
bability is the ftory which Apollonius
tells in 2 Philoftratus; that Mercury,
having diftributed to other perfons the
knowledge of all the {ciences, had no-
thing left for Efop but the art of making
fables, with which he endowed him.
But a principal reafon which prevents
me from aflenting to what Planudes ad-

b vances
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advances, is, that it cannot be {up-
ported by authority from any 3 anci-
ent author: on the contrary, ’tis affert-
edin a Greek fragment of his life, found
in the works of Aphthonius, that Efop
had an excellent difpofition, and uni-
verfal talents; in particular, a great in-
clination and aptitude for mufic; which
1s not very confiftent with his having
a bad voice, and being dumb.

NOTES.

* Efop being reproached for having a hard-favoured
vifage, anfwered; “ Regard not mylooks, butmy mind.”
Stobaus. The age of Stobaeus is uncertain,but he proba-
bly lived fome centuries before Planudes. According to Fa-
bricius, he lived not long after T hemiftius the phalofopher,
who s the lateft author that he quotes: that is, not long
after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boyle's argument,
drawn from the words of Lucian, (fee the third note
on this chapter) i is of no force. The ancients in
general confidered the fables of Efop as of the comic,
pleafant, and laughable kind: “the pleafantries of Efop;
Jo (Jays Hefychius) they called his fables.

2 Book
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% Book v. chap. . I find the flory in Bayle, as
Jollows.  Efop being a fhepherd, and feeding his flock -
near the temple of Mercury, often begged of that god,
with ardent vows, the enjoyment of wifdom.  He had
a great number of competitors, and what was the confe-
quence? They all went into the temple of Mercury, each
carrying rich offerings in their hands.  Efop, who was
poor, was the only one who had nothing valuable to offer.
He only prefented a litidle honey and milk, and fome
Slowers, which were not fo much as tied together. Mer-
cury, in the difiribution of wifdom, regarding the va-
lue of the offerings, gave to one philofophy, to another
rhetoric; to one afironomy, to another poeiry; and did
not remember Efop till he had finifhed his difiribution:
when, recolledling a fable which the Hours had-told him
in his cradle, he gave Efop the talent of inventing fables,
which was the only thing left in the houfe of wifdom.

3 Of all the injuries, fays Dr. Bendley, which Pla-
nudes has done to Efop, that which can leaft be forgiven
him, is, the making fuch a monfier of him for uglinefs:
an abufe that has found credit fo univerfally, that all the
modern paingers, fince the time of Planudes, have drawn
him in the worft fhapes and features that fancy could
invent. But what revelation had this monk about Efop’s
deformaty? For he muft learn it by dream and vifion,
and not by ordinary methods of knowledge. He lived
about two thoufand years after him, and in all that traét
of time not one fingle author has given the leaft hint,
that Efop was ugly. What credit then can be given to

2 an
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an ignorant monk, that broaches a new flory after o
many ages? In Plutarch’s Convivium our Efop is one
of the guefts, with Solon and the other fages of Greece:
there is abundance of jeft and raillery amongfl them,
and particularly upon Efop; but nobody drolls wpon his
ugly face, which could hardly have ¢feaped, had he had

Juch a very ugly one. Perhaps you will fay, it had been

rude and indecent, to touch upon a natural imperfec-
tion. Not at all, if done [oftly and jocofly. In Plato’s
Feaft they are very merry upon Socrates’s face, that re-

[fembled old Silenus; and in this, they twit Efop for hav-

ing been a_flave, which was no more his fault than de-

formity would have been. The Athenians fet up a no-

ble flatue to his memory: but had he been fuch a mon-

fter as Planudes has made of him, a flatue had beenno

belter than a monument of hisuglinefs; it had been kind-
er to his memory to let that alone. The Grecks have
feveral proverbs about perfons deformed; our Efop, if fo

“very ugly, had been in the firft rank of them, ¢fpecially

when his flatue flood there,to put every bodyin mind of
it, He was a great favourite of Crafus king of Lydia;
who employed him as his ambaffador to Corinth and
Delphi: but would fuch a monfter as Planudes has fet
out, be a fit companion for a prince? or a proper am-
baffador? I wifk I could do that juflice to the memory
of Efop, as to-oblige the painters to change their pencil;
for “tis certain he was no deformed perfon, and "tis pro-
bable he was very handfome.
Bently on Efop’s Fables.
In
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In anfwer to all this, Mr. Boyle cites a paffage from
Euftathius, an author who wrote two hundred years be-
Jfore Planudes was born, which he thinks is evidently
built on a fuppofition that Efop was ugly, and implies
that that opinion was common in Euflathius’s time. He
Jurther tells us, that Lucian, in his True Hiftory fays,
they ufed Efop in the Fortunate Iflands for a buffoon,
or jefter, one that madethem [port: meanming, I fuppafe,
that he did it as well by his perfon and outfide, as by his
igenious and divertive fables; “and, indeed, rather by
the firft than the latter, as his fables of themfelves, though
they entertain and pleafe us extremely, do not give us
that fortof pleafure that caufes laughter; but nothing is
Jo divertive, or raifes laughter Jo much as deformity,
¢lpecially when wit goes along with it. We may obferve,
that when Homer has a mind to excitethis light paffion
in his ferious poem, he does it by the means of an ugly
man, and an ugly god, T herfites and Vlcan. — But
Dr. Bendley's condudt with regard to Efop, is very odd.
He is extremely concerned to have him thought hand-
Jome, at the time that he is endeavouring all he can to
prove him mo author.  He hopes by his civilities to his
perfon, to attone for the injuries which ke does him in
his writings: which s juft fuch a compliment to Efop’ s
memory, as it would be to Sir William Davenant's,
Jhould a man, in defiance of common fame, pretend to
make out, that he had always a good nofec on his face;
but however, he did not write Gondibert.

Boyle againft Bentley.
bs I
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I fhall here leave the reader to confider the opinions
of thefe two gentlemen, and to take that which [eemeth
to hum the moft probable: only obferving that Mr. Al-
Jop, though a writer at that time in_favour of Boyle on
the general fubject of Efop’s Fables, yet, when he afier-
wards publifhed acolletion of thofe Fables, thought pro-
per to make Efop in the frontifpiece, a very handfome
perfon.

CHAP.
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Of his condition, and the courfe of his fudies.

E S O P’s firlt mafter, as may be ga-
thered from the before mentioned
Aphthonius, was Zemarchus, or De-
marchus, {urnamed Carefias, a native
and inhabitant of Athens: and his pal-
{ing fome part of his youth in this fa-
mous city, the mother and nurfe of
{cience and polite learning, was of no
{mall advantage to him. "Tis probable
alfo, that his mafter, perceiving in him
a good underftanding, agreeable man-
ners, lively genius, and a general ca-
pacity; and finding alfo that he ferved
him with much affedtion and fidelity;
‘tis probable, I fay, that he might take
care to get himinftruéted. Itwas from
Athens then, as from the fountain
head, that he drew the purity of the
Greek language. It was there too that

b 4 he
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he acquired the knowledge of moral
philofophy, which at that time was the
fafhionable ftudy; there being but few
perfons who made profeflion of the {pe-
culative {ciences,as may be concluded
by the feven fages of Greece, the moft
celebrated men of that age, amongft
whom Thales the Milefian alone
had the curiofity to inquire into the
fecrets of natural philofophy and into
the {ubtilties of mathematicallearning:
The reft were not reputed wife for any
other reafon than their publithing cer-
tain grave and moral fentences, the
truth of which they eftablifhed and
rendered of {ome authority by their
prudent and virtuous lives. Efop, in-
deed, did not follow their method; he
wifely confidered, that the meannefs
of his birth, and his fervile condition,
would not permithim to {peak with {uf-
ficient authority 1n the way of fentence
and precept; he therefore compofed

fables,
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fables, which by a narration pleafing
and full of novelty,fo charms the minds,
even of the moftignorant, that through
the pleafure which they receive from
it, they tafte imperceptibly the moral
fen{e which lies concealed underneath.

I know very well that Efop was not
the firft * inventor of thofe fables, in
which the ufe of {peech 1s given to a-
nimals. The honour of this invention,
as ¢ Quintilian alledges, is juftly due
to the poet Hefiod, who in the firft
book of his Works and Days, relates
very prettily the fable of the 3 hawk
and thenightingale. Be this as it may--
Efop has advanced fo far before every
competitor, that all fables of this kind
are called Efopic, becaufe a great num-
ber of them are of his compofing; and
the choicelt precepts of moral philofo-
phy are by his means conveyed to us

- in
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in this agreeable manner. And indeed,
I very highly approve the opinion of
Apollonius, who maintains that the
fables of Efop are much more ufeful
for the inftruction of youth, than the
fables of the poets: and his reafons for
this affertion are very pertinent, as may
be {een in Philoftratus. But that Efop
compofed all his fables during the time
that he was a {lave at Athens, I will
not however affirm: I only think it
probable, that it was there he firlt be-
came enamoured of morality, and laid
the plan of teaching the moft beautiful
and ufeful maxims of philofophy, un-
der the veil of fables: which neverthe-
lefs he might not publifh till long after-
wards, when he had obtained his free-
dom, had acquired the reputation of
being one of the wifeft and ableft men
of Greece, and was arrived to great
efteem, not only among the common
people, but even with princes and

kings. NOTES.
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NO TES.

' Whatever honour may arife from being the inven-
tor of this kind of fable, it feems neither to be due to
Hefiod, nor to Efop; as Jothan's fable of the trees is
certainly more ancient than either of them: and it is
Jor that reafon placed at the head of this collection.

2 Book v. chap. 11.
5 The Jaid fable is thus rendered by Cooke.

While now my fable from the birds I bring,

To the great rulers of the earth I fing.

High in the clouds a mighty bird of prey

Bore a melodious nightingale away;

And to the captive, thivering in defpair,

Thus, cruel, {poke the tyrant of the air,

Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior power?

Thy voice avails not in the ravith’d hour;

Vain are thy cries: at my defpotic will,

Or I can fet thee free, or I can kill.

Unwifely who provokes his abler foe,

Conquelt ftill flies him, and he ftrives for woe.
Cooke’s Hefiod, B. 1.

CHAP.
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Of his different maflers, and of his fellow fervant, the
famous courtezan, Rhodopis.

ET us now refume the thread of
our narration. In procefs of time,
Efop was fold to Xanthus, a native of
the ifland of * Samos; and after he
had {erved him for a certain time, he
was again difpofed of to the ? philofo-
pher Idmon or Jadmon, who was like-
wife of that country; and had at the
fame time for his {lave that 3 Rhodopis,
who was afterwards fo famous as a
courtezan. This woman was endow-
ed with very extraordinary beauty, and
happening to be carryed into Egypt,
Charaxus, the brother of Sappho the
poetefs, fell fo deeply in love with her,
that he {fold all he had, and reduced
himfelf to extreme poverty in order
to redeemand fet her at liberty. She
after-
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afterwards rofe to {uch eminence in
her vocation, and amafled {uch heaps
of wealth, that of the tythe of her gain,
fhe caufed great numbers of large
4 {pits of iron to be made, which fhe
fent as an offering to the temple of A-
pollo at Delphi. And if we may cre-
dit certain authors, the amafled fuch
immenfe trealures as enabled her to
build one of the celebtated 5 pyramids
of Egypt. So much, by the way, of
this famous courtezan, who was fel-
low fervant with Efop while he lived
with Jadmon; to fhew how thefe two
perfons born, in a fervile condition,
arrived by very different methods to a
more {plendid fortune; the one by his
merit and the beauties of his mind, the
other by the infamous traffic of her
perfonal charms.

For the reft, ’tis certain that it was
Jadmon who gave Efop his liberty;
whether
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whether as a reward for his faithful
{ervices, or that he was alhamed to
keeplongerin{ervitude a perlon whofe
{fuperior qualities rendered him more
worthy to command, may be difficult
todetermine: butthe factis to be prov-
ed, by the implied tcltimony of the
{choliaft of Ariftophanes, on the come-
dy of the Birds, as well as by the au-
thority of Herodotus and Plutarch;
for it follows by neceflary confequence
from what they fay, as I fhall fhew
particularly when I come to {peak of
the death of Efop. Planudes there-
fore deferves no credit, when he affirms
that Xanthuswas the laft mafter of E-
{op, and the perfon who gave him his
liberty. Very little alfo mulft be be-
lieved of what he relates concerning
Efop while he was in the fervice of
Xanthus, as he makes him fay and do
{fo many impertinent and ridiculous
things, that none can receive them for

true,
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true, without imagining Efop an idle
buffoon, rather then a ferious Philofo-
pher. Andin fine, fince nothing of
this ridiculous ftuff is to be found in
ancient writers, I think one may with
juftice affirm, that they are no better
than idle tales, and mere 6 fooleries.

NOTES.

I The Scholiaft on Ariflophanes, on which Meziriac
builds his authority for this, does not Jay fo.

2 Neather Herodotus, nor Plutarch, nor Suidas, call
him a philofopher: it was a title unknown in the time
of Efop, being firft adopted by the modefly of Pythago-
ras, who was fifty or fixty years later.” Indeed the
Jeholiaft on Ariftophanes calls him the wife.

3 As fhe was verybeautful, and the touwn of Naucratis
in theifland of Lefbos, where Jhe fettled, was full of rich

and voluptuous men, fhe got a great efiate by being
a courtezan.

Herodotus B. II. Chap. 134. Plutarch.

* Rhodopis being defirous that a monument of her
Jhowld be left in Greece, refolved to matke fuch a prefent
{0 the temple at Delphi, as had never been made nor

thought
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thoughtof before. For thisreafon, fhe provided asmany
iron [pits to roaft oxen, as the tenth of her fubflance
was fufficient to buy, and fent them to Delphr.  Thefe
are _flill preferoed behind the altar which the Chians
raifed, and over againjt the temple itfelf.
Herodotus.

5 Pliny’s Nat. Hift. B. XXXVI. chap. 12. Bul
Herodotus, though a credulous author rejects this flory.
He maintains, that the pyramid, the building of which
was aferibed to Rhodopis, was bualt many years before
the reign of Amafis, in which that courtezanlived. He
adds, that though fhe had got a great eftate, fhe would
not have been able to fuftain the immenfe charges of
that building.

Herod. B. I1. chap. 134. 135.
6 As it does contain fuch mere fooleries, it is confequent-
ly very improper to be prefixed o abook of moral leffons,
which Quintilian recommends, as the moft ufeful that
can be put into the hands of youth. Igitur Efopi fa-
bellas, fays he, quz fabulis nutricularum proxime
fuccedunt, narrare fermone puro, et nihil Je fupra
modum extollente; deinde eandem gracilitatem ftylo
exigere, condifcant. Quint. Lib. I. Let them
learn to recite Efop’s fables (which come next after the
little ftories of the nurfery) in pure language, free from
all undue eevation; and then let them exercife their flyle
upon the fame model of fimplicity.

CHAP.
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CH- AR e

Of his advancement to the court of Crafus King of Ly-
dia, and of his meeting the feven [ages there.

HATEVER may be doubt-

ful in the life of Efop, there

is nothing more certain than that af-
ter recovering his liberty, he foon ac-
quired a very great reputation amongt
the Greeks, being held in almoft equal
eftimation with any of the feven fages
who fourifhed at this time, that 1s, the
1 fifty-fecond olympiad. The fame of
his wifldom reaching the ears of Crce-
{us, that monarch fent for him to his
court, admitted him to his friendfhip,
and fo obliged him by his favours, that
he 2 engaged himfelf in his fervice to
the end of his days. His refidence in
the court of this mighty king, render-
ed him more polite than moft of the
other philofophers of his time; more
C com-
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complaifant to the humour of princes,
andmorereconciled tomonarchical go-
vernment, of which he gave evident
proofs on divers occafions. For in-
ftance; when Creefus had prevailed
with the feven fages to meet in his ca-
pital city of Sardis; after having thewn
them the magnificence of his court,
and his valt riches, he afked them,
whom they thought the happieft man
of all they had known? Some named
one perfon, and fome another: Solon,
in particular, gave this praife to 3 Tel-
lus, an Athenian; and alfo to 4 Cleo-
bis and Biton, Argians; concluding,
that no one could be pronounced
happy before his death. Efop, per-
cetving the king was not well fatisfyed
with any of their anfwers, {fpoke in his
turn, and faid—For my part, I am per-
fuaded that Creefus hath as much pre-
eminence in happinefs over all other
men, as the fea hath over all the ri-

VETS.,
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vers. The king was fo pleafed with
this judgment, that he eagerly pro-
nounced that fentence, which has con-
tinued ever fince a common proverb
—The Phrygian has hit the mark. When
Solon, therefore, took leave of Cree-
fus, who difmiffed him very coolly; E-
{fop being forry that Solon had {poken
to the king with fo little complaifance,
faid to him, as he accompanied him
part of the way, O Solon, either we
muft not {peak to kings, or we muft
fay what pleafes them. On the con-
trary, anfwered Solon, we mulft either
not {peak to kings at all, or we mulft
give them good and ufeful advice.
Another time, as Efop was travelling
over Greece, either to fatisfy his curio-
fity, or about the particular affairs of
Creefus, it happened that he pafled
through Athens, jult after 5 Pififtratus
had ufurped the fovereign power, and
abolithed the popular flate: feeing

c2 that
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that the Athenians bore the yoke very
impatiently, longing to recover their
liberty, and to rid themfelves of Pifi-
ftratus, though his government was ea-
{y and moderate, Elop related to them
the fable of the frogs that intreated
Jupiter to give them a king; exhort-
ing them to fubmit chearfully to fo
good a prince as Pififtratus, left in
changing they fhould fall under the
power of {fome mifchievous and cruel
tyrant.

N OTES.
v Laertius, in the life of Chilon.

2 Suidas.

3 Tellus was a poor Athenian, but a man of great
probity; who, upon account of having given his chil-
dren a good education, and loft his cwn life in the field
of battle. fighting for his country, had this noble teflimo-
ny given to his happinefs, by Solon.

Plutarch. Diog. Laertius.

4 (Cleobis and Biton were fons to the priefte[s of Funo,

who
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who, when their mother wanted horfes for her chariot,
Jet their fhoulders to it, and drew it to the temple, which
was 48 furlongs.  The old lady, being much affeéted
with this inflance of filial duty, prayed the goddefs Fu-
no to favour them with the greateft lleffing that could be
beftowed upon mankind: the next morning they were
both found dead in the temple. Herod. B, I. Val.
Max. B. V.  And the flory is mentioned alfo by Cice-
ro in his Tufculan Queftions, to fhew, that death-is to
be looked upon rather as an advantage than an evil,
5 Phaedrus.

c3 CHAP.
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- Some detached particulars of his life, and the improba-
~bility of Planudes’s account of his travels into Egypt
and Babylon.

: l ‘HERE are not many other par-

ticulars found concerning Efop,
in authors worthy of credit; except it
be, that he once again met with the fe-
ven {ages of Greece, in the court of
! Periander king of Corinth. Howe-
ver, I dare not afirm whether it was
here, or in fome other place, that fall-
ing into difcourfe with Chilon, who
had afked him, What ¢ God was do-
ing? He anfwered, that he was hum-
bling high things, and exalting low.
Some alfo relate, that to fhew how the
life of man abounds with mifery, and
that one pleafure is accompanied with
a thoufand pains, Efop was wont to
fay, that 3 Prometheus having taken
carth to form a man, had tempered

and
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and moiftened it, not with water, but
with tears.

I reject as pure falthood and inven-
tion, all that Planudes writes of Efop’s
travels into Egypt and Babylon, be-
caufe he intermixes {tories altogether
incredible; and adds to them certain
circumftances, which are repugnant
to the truth of hiftory, or which whol-
ly overturn the order of time. I{hall
content myfelf with alledging two {ig-
nal falfities, on which he builds all the
rell of his narration. He fays, that the
king who reigned in Babylon when
Efop went thither, was called Lycerus.
But who has ever read or heard of
fuch a king? Let the catalogue of all
the kings of Babylon, from Nabonai-
{er to Alexander the Great, be exami-
ned, and you fhall not find one
among(l them whofe name 1s at all like
Lycerus. On the other hand, by

the exalteft chronology it will appear,
c4 that



xxxi The LIFE of ES OP.

that in Efop’s time there could be no
other king in Babylon, but Nebuchad-
nezer, and his father Nebopolafler;
fince Nebopolaffer reigned oneand
twenty vyears, and Nebuchadnezer
forty-three, who dyed the fame year
with Efop, being the firft of the fifty-
fourth olympiad. Neither is it more
poffible to believe, that Efop went into
Egypt in the time of king NeGtanebus,
as Planudes aflerts; fince this king did
not begin to reign till two hundred
years after the death of Efop: that is
to fay, in the hundred and fourth o-
lympiad. And one need not be ve-
ry learned in chronology, to be cer-
tain, that Efop lived partly under the
reign of Apries, and partly under
that of his Succeflor Amafis, kings of
Egypt.

N Y B S

' Plutarch affures us, in Convivio Sapientum, that
Crafus fent Efop to Periander the tyrant of Corinth,

as
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as well as to the oracle at Delphi: but how does this
agree with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, tells
us, that according to Soficrates, Periander died many
years before the reign of Crafus?

2 Laertius, in the life of Chilon.

3 Themift. Orat. XXXII.

CHAP.
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Of his death.

H AT Planudes relates about

the deathof Efop, comes near-

er to the truth, thanany thing which he
“has written concerning his life. How-
ever, it is ftll fafer to rely on what
ancient authors have {aid on the {ub-
jedt; and they record it thus. Efop,
being fent by Creefus to the ! city of
Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in
order to offer magnificent facrifices to
Apollo, and to diftribute to each citi-
zen four minz of filver; it happened
that 2 differences arofe between him
and the townimen to {fuch a degree,
that he fpoke of them in very provok-
ing terms. Among other things, he
reproached them with having hardly
any arable land, and that were it not
for the great concourfe of ftrangers,
and
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and the frequent facrifices that were
offered in their temple, they would
foon be reduced to die of hunger.
Not fatisfyed with offending them in
words, he proceeded to deeds: having
performed the facrifices in the manner
that Creefus had ordered, he fent
back the reft of the money to the city
of Sardis, as judging the Delphians
unworthy to partake of the king's Ii-
berality. This irritated them againit
him to fuch a degree, that they confult-
ed how they might be revenged on
him, and confpired by a notorious vil-_
lainy to take away his life. They
hid amongft his baggage one of the
3 golden veflels confecrated to Apol-
lo; and as Efop departed towards
Phocis, they fent immediate meflengers
after him, who fearching his baggage
found the veflel which they themfelves
had there depofited. On this, they
prefently drag him to prifon, accufe

him
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him of facrilege, and f{entence him to
be precipitated from the rock Hyam-
pia, which was the punifhment com-
monly inflicted on {acrilegious perfons.
As they were on the point of throwing
him off, in order to deter them from
{o execrable an act by the apprehenfi-
on of divine juftice, which f{uffers no
wickednefs to go unpunifhed, he told
them the 4 fable of the eagle and the
beetle.  But the Delphians paying no
regard to his fable, pufhed him down
the precipice. It is recorded, howe-
ver, that their land was rendered bar-
ren, and that they were affli¢ted with
many ftrange diftempers, for feveral
years afterwards.  In this diftrefs they
confulted the oracle, and were anfwer-
ed, that all their miferies were owing
to the unjuflt condemnation and death
of Efop. On this, they caufed it to be
proclaimed by found of trumpet, at all
the public feafts and general meetings

of
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of the Greeks, that if there were any
of the kindred of Efop, who would
demand fatisfation for his death, he
was defired to come and exact it of
them, in what 5 manner he pleafed.
But no one was found that pretended
- any right in this affair, till the third
generation; when a Samian prefented
himfelf, named Jadmon, grandfon of
that Jadmon, who had been mafter to
Efop in the ifland of Samos: and the
Delphians having made him fome fa-
tisfaction, were delivered from their
calamities. "Tis faid, that after this
time, they transferred the punithment
of {acrilegious perfons from the rock
Hyampia to that of Nauplia. From
hence 1t appears, as I hinted above,
to be the opinion of Herodotus and
Plutarch, that Jadmon was the laft
mafter of Efop, and he that fet him
free; becaufe otherwile, neither he nor
any of his defcendents could have any

| intereft
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interelt in his death, nor pretend to
any right of feeking reparation, or re-
receiving fatisfaction.

NGO S

* Scholiaft on Ariftophanes.  Vefp. ¥. 1437.

2 On what occafion thefe differences arofe, we are
not expreffly told: yet fome circumftances lead one to
imagine, that Efop’s expedlations were not quite fatisfi-
ed withregardto the Delphians.  From the great con-
courfe of fenfible men, who were difpatched from all
parts of Greece to their city; he had probably been led
t0 expeét in them fome fuperior degree of virtue or wif-
dom; but found them, upon @ nearer acquaintance, to
be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching them
Jor depending fo much on the benefits arifing from [a-
crifices, as to negleét the cultivation of their lands, [eems
an intimation of the firft; and his comparing the curi-
ofity that brought him thither, lo that of people at the
Jea fide, who [ecing fomewhat come floating towards
them a great way off at fea, take it at firft to be fome
mighty matter; but upon its driving nearer and mearer
to the fhore, find it atlaft to be only a heap of weeds
and rubbifh—is almoft a confirmation of the latter.
Indeed, what authority Sir Roger Leftrange had for

making
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making Efop relate this fable to the Delphians, he has
notbeen fo kind as to inform us.

3 Adriflophanes. ~ Heraclides, in Gronov. Thef.
Graec. tom.VI. p. 2830.

4 The cagle and the beetle was one of the moft noted
Jables of Efop: Ariftophanes mentious it feveral times.
The circumflances of it, as _far as they may be collefted
Jfrom him, areas follows: ** That the beetle flew up to
heaven; and out of hatred to the eagle, rolled his eggs
out of the neft, and fo revenged himfelf of the injury
which the eagle had done him.”” In Pace, . 177. he
Jays, « That Efop told this fable to the Delphians, when
they had accufed him of facrilege. Vefp. ¥. 1437.
And when they were about tothrow him down the rock,”
Jays the fcholiaft. The [choliaft upon thefe paffages gives
us thefe farther particulars: * Itis related in the fables
of Efop, that the eagle and the beetle were at enmity to-
gether, and they defiroyed one another’s eggs: that the
eagle having feized and eaten up the young omes of
the beetle, and fo given the firft provocation, the beetle
gotby fiealth at the eagle's eggs, and rolled them out of
the nefl; following him even into the prefence of Jupiter:
the eagle making his complaint, Jupiter ordered him to
make his neft in his lap: while Jupiter had the eggs in
hislap, the beetle came flying about him; and Jupater
rifing up unawares, to drive the beetle away from his
head, threw down the eggs and broke them.’ Suidas,
plainly quoting the fame fable, fays alfo, « That

he
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he rofe up to drive away the beetle flying about: his
head.” Ariftophanes in another place ufes the prover-
bial faying, ** I will be your midwife, as the beetle was
to the eagle.”  Lyfifirata, y. 695. Upon which the
Scholiaft remarks, *“ That the beetles deflroy the eagles
eggs by rolling them out of the neft:”” and Suidas [ays,
““ That the proverb isufed of thofe, who revenge them-
Jetves of Juch as have furft ufed them ill, though they are
much more powerful;”’ and adds likewife, ** That the
beetle is faid to deflroythe eagle’s eggs,” as a thing that
commonly happens. ,

It is plain_from hence, that the fable of the eagleand
beetle, aswe have it now, differs very much Sfrom the
original fable of Efop.  Thereis no mention atall of the
hare; the provocation given by the eaglewas his deftroy-
ing the beetle’s eggs, or young ones; and the beetle made
Fupiter throw the eggsout of hislap, not by throwing a
ball of dung into his lap, but by flying about his head.
What is added in the prefent fable, of Jupiter's endea-
vouring to reconcile the two parties, but i vain; and
then, to preferve the race of eagles, ordering them to lay
their eggs in afeafonin whichno beetles appear; is quite
befide Efop’s purpofe, and the occafion of the fable.
T he moral, which he intended to expre[s, and which the
occafion required, is, agreeable to Suidas’s interpretati-
on of the proverb, that the weak often find means to re-
venge themfelves of the powerful, who without provoca-
tion have injured them. The latter circumflance rela-
ting tothe feafon in which the eagle breeds, is contrary

to
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to the obfervation of the [choliaft on Ariftophanes, and
Suidas; and, I fuppole, is not true in _faét.

The genuine fable of Efop is certainly loft; and that
which we have may probably have been invented by
Planudes; it is in his collettion, and ftands the fourth
in that edition of them, which was printed by Robert
Stephens in 1546. That the reader may judge for
kimfelf, Twill here infert aliteral tranflation of it, given
me by the fame learned friend, who favoured me with
the abave obfervations.

The Eagle and the Beetle.

A Hare being purfued by an Eagle, betook himfelf
for refuge to the mefl of the Beetle, whom he intreated
to fJave him. The Beetle therefore interceded with the -
Eagle, begging of him not to kill the poor [fuppliant
Hare; and conjuring him by the almighty Fupiter, not
to flight and difregard his interceffion, becaufe he was
Jo fmall an animal. But the Eagle in great wrath
gave the Beetle a flap with his wing, and z'mmedz'ately
Jeized the Hare, and devoured him. When the Eagle
flew away, the Beetle flew after him, fo far as to learn
where his neft was; and then getting to it, rolled down
his eggs out of it, and broke them. The Eagle griev-
ed and enraged to think that any one fhould attempt fo
audacious a thing, built his neft the nexttime in a high-
er place; but the Beetle got to it again, and ferved him
d

Juft
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juft in the fame manner. The Eagle greatly difireffed,
and not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (to
whom he is accounted facred) and placed her third
brood of eggs as a depgfite in the lap of the God, beg-
ging him to guard them. Uponthis the Bectle, having
made a ball of dung, flew up, and dropped it in Fupi-
ter's lap; who rifing on a_fudden to fhake it off, una-
wares threw down’ the eggs with i, which were thus
again broken.  Jupiter being informed by the Beeile,
that he had done this to be revenged of the Eagle, who
had not only behaved injuriouflyto him, (the Beetle) but
cven impioufly towards the God himfelf, told the Eagle
when he came to him, that the Beetle was the party ag-
grieved, and that he complained not without reafon: but
being unwilling that the race of Eagles fhould be di-
minifhed, he advifed the Beetle to come to an accommo-
dation with the Eagle.  As the Beetle would not agree
to this, he transferved the Eagle's breeding to another
Jeafon, when there aremno Beetles to be [een.

Abfurdities in the foregoing Fable.

The Hare's flying to the Beetle for protettion; or to
the Beetle’s neft_for refuge: utterly improbable.

The Bectle's rolling the Eagle's eggs out of the neft;
——impoffible.

The
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The only moral of the fable is, that mo proteétion,
however powerful, fhall exempt the oppreffive and in-
Jurious from the vengeance of the [ufferers, however
weak.  The circumflance added, that Jupiter transfer-
red the Eagle’s breeding to a feafon when there are

no Beedles, defiroys this moral; and is probably alfo falfe
in faét. -

5 Herodotus. Flutarch.

d2 CHAP.
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G AP, VIII.
Of the honours done him after his death.

AN D now I will readily agree with
: Planudes, that Efop was regret-
ted by the greateft and wilelt men of
Greece, who teftified to the Delphians
how much they refented his death.
But I add, that the Athenians, in par-
ticular, had Efopin {fo much honour,
that they ereted for him a magnificent
flatue in their city; regarding more
the greatnels of his perfonal merit,
than the meannels of his race and con-
dition. I further fay, that the opini-
on which all the world had conceived
of his wif{dom and probity, encouraged
the poets to make the people believe,
that the * gods had raifed him again
to life, as they had done Tyndarus,
Hercules, Glaucus, and Hypolitus.
Nay, fome have not fcrupled to affirm,
that
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that he lived many years after his 2 re-
furrection, and fought twice on the fide
of the Greeks, againft the Perfians, in
the ftraits of Thermopyle, which muft
have been above eighty years after his
death. But thefe are {uch manifelt
abfurdities, as confute themfelves. Nei-
ther is it probable, as fome have aflert-
ed, that he wrote 3 twobooks concern-
ing what happened to him in the city
of Delphi, unlefs it be fuppofed that
he made two voyages thither, and
wrote of the firft: for in the lafi, 1t is
very improbable he fhould have any
time for fuch a work; meither can it
be grounded on the teftimony of any
author worthy of credit. "Iis indeed
moft probable, that he left nothing in
writing but his 4 fables; which, either
for the elegance of the narration, or
the ufefulnefs of their morality, have
always been fo much efteemed, that

many of them have prefervcd them-

ds felves
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{elves in the memories of men for a-
bove two thoufand years. Yet I do
not aflert, that thofe which Planudes
has publifhed, are the 5 very fables
which Efop wrote, as Planudes has
given us too many occafions to doubt
of his fincerity; and alfo, as he has
omitted in his collection many fables,
which ancient authors have attributed
to Efop. If we could be certain that
it is the genuine work of Efop, we
muft doubtlefls confefs, that we have
no writings in profe more ancient,
except the books of Mofes, and fome
others of the Old Teltament.

NOTE §.

Y Scholiaft on Ariftophanes.  Aves, Y. 471. Sui-
das.

0

Ptolomaeus. Hepheftion in Photius et Biblioth.

QI

Suidas.

4 Dr,
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4 Dr. Bentley afferts, that it is very uagertain whe-
ther Efop left any fables behind him in writing, to
which Mr. Boyle anfwers, that the phrafe of antiquity
is the Jame when theymention any thing of Ifop’s, as it
would have been, had they thought Efop really to have
wrilten it: the ancients quote him juft as t/zey do other
authors, '

Boyle again/t Bentley.

There is a paflage in Plato’s Phaedo, where Socrates
Jays, Among the fables of Efop which I had at hand,
and knew to be his, I put thofe into verfe that firft oc-
curred to me. VWhich words mmply, that Socyates made

ufe of a writien book of Efop’s fables.
Ibid.

Of three paffages, proceeds the fame writer, which
the Doclor has brought to prove Efop no author, twa
of them prove the diredt contrary; and the other proves
only, that Dr. Bentley has rcad fomebody, that has read
Ariflophanes. And is this the vrefifiidle evidence, with
whach he has taken upon him to confront the opinion of
two thoufand years? Is it fit that men fhould make vfe
of their little fkill in leiters, their conjectures, their fancies,
their dreams, to attack the reputation (f our firft maj-
ters in wrizing? Is it gratcful, with Juch groundlefs fu/~
picions as thefe, to fall upon the father of moral fable,
whofe happyway of conveying knowiedge has been ever

d 4 [poken
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Jpoken of with fo much refpeét, and been of fuch fland-
g ufe to mankind?

Ibid.

5 It is remarkable, [ays father VavafJor, that Henry
Stephens, i his T hefaurus Linguae Graecae, never
cited Efo’s fables; which fhews that he took them for
the work of a modern Greek. It feems probable,
nay almoft certain, fays he, that Planudes col-
lected the fables of Efop, partly from his ancef-
tors, and partly from reading {everal authors;
that fome were his own invention, that he added
the moral and explication, often agreeably to
his own fancy, and thatthe whole was put into
his own form and words. He confirms his con-
Jeture by the conformity of ftyle which may be obferved
between the life of Efop, and the fables: and no one is
ignorant that Planudes is the author of that life. Va-
vaffor further obferves, that mention is made of the Pi-
raeus in one of Efop’s fables. Now the Piraeus was
not built till the 76th olmypiad; before that time
the Phalerum was the port of the Athemians: [o that as
Efop dyed in the v 4th oympiad, long before Themifto-
cles had bualt the Piraeus, it would have been the Phale-

rum, and not the Piraeus, that Efop would have men-
tioned.

But father Vavaffor is not the firftk who has taken
Planudes for the author of Efop’s fables now extant.
Nevelet, who fublifhed a collection of fables in 1610,

de-
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declared himfelf of this opinion. Of all the manu-
fcripts in my pofleflion, fays ke, not one had the
fables of Efop which now are publifhed, which
I imagine to be written by Planudes, as well as
Efop’s Life.  The manufcripts he fpeaks of were in
the library of Heidelberg, and had furnifhed him with
about 136 fables, which he added to thofe of Efop al-
ready printed., which were about 1505 o that Nevelet s
collection confifted of 286 fables.

Bayle.

The late Dr. Bentley was alfo of this opinion. I
Shall examine, fays he, thofe Greek fables now extant,
that affume the name of Efop himfelf. ~There are two
parcels of the prefent fables; the one, which are more
ancient, 136 in number, were Jfirft publifhed out of the
Heudelberg library, by Neveletus, in 1610. The editor
humfelf well obferved, that they were falfely afcribed to
Efop, becaufe they mention holy monks. ~ To which I
will add, [ays the Dollor, another remark, that there is
a fentence out of Fob Naked we all came, and
naked fhall we return.  But becaufe thefe two paf-
Jages are in the epimythion, (the moral) and belong
not to the fable itfelf; they may juftly be fuppofed to be
additons only, and interpolations of the true book. I
Jhall therefore give fome better reafons to prove they are
a recent work.  That they cannot be Efop’s own, the
181/t fable is a demonfirative proof: for that isa flory
of Demades the rhetor, who lived about 200 years af-
ter our Phrygian’s time. The 193d is about Momus's
carp-
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carping at the works of the gods.  He there finds this
Jfault in the bull, That his eyes were not placed in his
horns, that he might [fee where he pufhed. But Lu-
cian, [peaking of the fame fable, has it thus, That his
horns were mot placed right before his eyes. And
Ariftotle has it a third way, That his horns were not
placed about his fhoulders, where he might make the
Sferongeft pufhs but inthe tendereft part, his head. I think
it probable from hence, that Efop did not write a book
of his fables; for then there would not have been fuch a
difference in the telling. There is great reafon to
belicve they were drawnup by Planudes, a monk of Con-
Jtantinople, who dyed in the year 1370: for there is no
manufeript, any where, above 300 years old, that has
the fables according to that copy.——This ideot of a
monk has alfo gtven us a book whick he calls a life of
Efop, that perhaps cannot be matched in any language,
for ignorance and nonfenfe.  He had picked up two or
three true flories; that Efop was a flave to one Xanthus,
carryed a burthen of bread, converfed with Crafus,
and was put to death at Delphi: but the circumflances
of thefe, and all his other tales, are pure invention. He
makes Xanthus, an ordinary Lydian, or Samian, to be
a philofopher; which word was not heard of in thofe
days, but invented afterwards by Pythagoras. ’Twas
the king of Ethiopia's problem to Amafis king of
Egypt, to drink up the fea: but Planudes makes 1t
a wager of Xanthus with one of his [cholars.  Ta fay
nothing of his chronological ervors, miftakes of a hun-
dred or.two hundred years,who can read with patience
that
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that fully difcourfe between Xanthus and his man Efop;
not a bit better than our penny merriments printed at
London bridge.

Bentley on Efop’s fables.

In anfwer to what Dr. Bentley has [aid above, con-
cerning the fables of Efop being not written by hamfelf,
Mr. Boyle thus argues. ~ Nobody ever - imagined that
all, or half the fables, that have gone under the name
of Efop, are his: or that any of them almoft, arcin the
very fame words and fyllables, that they were in when
they came out of his hands.  They have doubllefs un-
dergone great alterations, fome more and fome lefs: but
if under all thefe changes, flill the fame little Story in its
chief circumflances, the fame fimplicity in telling it, the
Jame humorous turn of thought, and in & good meafure
the fame words too, have been preferved; there is enough
of Izjbp lcft, whereby we may make a true Judgment
of his [pirit, and genius, and manner of performance.
When Dr. Bentley fhall clearly have made out, cither
that none of thefe fables came from Efop himfelf; or, if
they did, yct that in the very form and caft of them, as
well as the expreffion, they have been fince Jo totally al-
tered, that they deferve not to be called the Jame; it will
then be time enough to own, thatwe are unable to Judge
of Efop’s mert by any thing in the prefent colletiion:
but tll that is done, we may [afely enjoy our opinions,
and they that have admired Efop, mayventure to go on,
and admare him flill.,

As
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As for what the Dolor has faid of Flanudes, I muft
confefs, fays Mr. Boyle, I have not the decpeft venera-
tion for his charaéier; but neither can 1 think Jo defpica-
bly of him as the lofiy Dr. Bendley docs, becaufe 1 find
him well fpoken of by men of good knowledge and judg-
ment, and even by his adverfaries them[elves.  Nay,
Dr. Bentley, I think, gives an account of him, not at all
to his difadvantage, where he fays that the [et of fables
he put out, was of his own drawing up: amongft
which, there are feveral fo well turned, fo exatilly copyed
from nature, and built on fuch a true knowledge of hu-
man life and affairs, that *tis plain he was neither an
ideot nor @ monk, that compofed them.  But the on-
ly reafon Dr. Bentley gives Sfor his. believing them Lo
be drawn up by Planudes, is, that there is no manu-
fcript, any where, above 300 years old, that has
the fables according to that copy. No man-
Jeript! any where! Very extenfive words: ‘s prreity
difficult to anfwer for all the livraries of Europe.  But
this was an affertion fit to be laid down by Dr. Benlley,
becaufe impoffible to be proved; and I belicve not dif-
ficult'to be difproved: for, as much out of the way of
thefe things as 1 live, 1 have cafually heard of a manu-
Jeript, older than Planudes, thai has the fables accord-
ing to his copy; Voffius’s manufeript I mean, which,
though I have not feen myfelf, yet betier judges than I
om,, who have feen it; affure me, that it 15 about 500
years old, and that Voffous himfelf always efteemed it Jo.
*Tis now at Leyden. Boyle againjt Bentley.

Fa-
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Fabricwus doubts of this manufeript of Voffius menti-
oned by Boyle: it requires, he [ays, further examination.
Montfaucon promifed, (in his Diarium Italicum) that
he would publifh from a manufeript of the monaflery of
St. Mary at Florence, the life of Efop, with the fables,
as they were extant before the time of Planudes, more
at large: (in a diffufe fiyle) for that Planudes had o-
mitted fome fables, and had written both the life and
the fables in a very different flyle, and afier his own
manner.

Fabricius.

I fuppofe Montfaucon never fulfilled his promife.

AN
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INTRODUCTIOWN.

WHOEVER undertakes to compofe a
fable, whether of the fublimerand more
complex kind, as the epick and dramatick; or
of the lower and more fimple, as what has been
called the Efopean; muft firft endeavour to illuf-
trate fome one moral or prudential maxim. To
this point the compofition in all its parts muft
be direfted; and this will lead him to defcribe
fome altion proper to enforce the maxim he
has chofen. In feveral refpets therefore the
greater fable and the lefs agree. It is the bu-
finels of both to teach fome particular moral,
exemplify’d by an ation, and this enlivened
by natural incidents. Both alike muft be fup-
ported by appofite and proper chara&ers, and
both be furnithed with fentiments and language
fuitable to the charaéters thus employ’d. 1
would by no means however infer, that, to
produce one of thefe {mall pieces requires the

fame degree of genius, as to form an epick or
e dra-
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dramatick Fable. All Iwould infinuate, is, that
the apologue has a right to fome fhare of our
efteem, from the relation it bears to the poems
before mention’d: as it is honourable to {pring
from a noble ftem, although in ever fo remote
abranch. A perfeét fable, even of this inferior
kind, feems a much ftronger proof of genius
than the mere narrative of an event. The lat-
ter indeed requires judgment: the former, to-
gether with judgment, demands an effort of the
unagination.

Having thus endeavour'd to procure thefe
little compofitions as much regard as they
may fairly claim, 1 proceed to treat of {ome
particulars moft eflential to their character.

e ok o Es o3 ok
Of the Truth or Moral of a Fable.

’TI S the very eflence of a Fable to convey
fome Moral or ufeful Truth, beneath the
thadow of an allegory. It is this chiefly that
diftinguifhes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed
gives it the pre-eminence in point of ufe and

dig-
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dignity. A tale may confift of an event either
ferious or comic; and, provided it be told a-
grecably, may be excellent in its 4ind, tho’ it
thould imply no fort of Moral. But the action
of a Fable is contrived on purpofe to teach and
to imprint fome Truth; and fhould clearly and
obvioufly include the illuftration of it, in the
very cataftrophe.

The Truth to be preferred on this occafion,
fhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor
trivial.  Such would ill' deferve the pains em-
ployed in Fable to convey it. As little alfo
thould it be one that is very dubious, dark, or
controverted. It fhould be of fuch a nature as
to challenge the aflent of every ingenuous and
fober judgment; never a point of mere {pecula-
tion; but tending to inform or to remind the
reader, of the proper means that lead to happi-
nefs.

The reafon why fable has been fo much
efteemed in all ages and in all countries, is
perhaps owing to the polite manner in which its
maxims are convey d. The very article of giv-
ing inftruétion fuppofes at leaft a fuperiority of

wifldom in the advifer; a circumftance by no
e 2 means
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means favourable to the ready admiflion of
‘advice. 'Tis the peculiar excellence of Fable
to wave this air of fuperiority: it leaves the
reader to colle& the moral; who, by thus difco-
vering more than is fhewn him, finds his prin-
ciple of felt-love gratifyed, inftead of being dif-
gufied.  The attention is either taken off from
the advifer; or, if otherwife, we are at leaft

flattered by his humility and addrefs.

Befides, inftru@ion, as conveyed by Fable,
does not only lay afide its lofty mien and fu-
percilious afpect, but appears dreft in all the
fmiles and graces which can ftrike the imagina-
tion, or engage the paflions. It pleafes in or-
der to convince; and it imprints its moral {o
much the decper, in proportion as it entertains;
fo that we may be faid to feel our duties at the
very inftant that we comprehend them.

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable
is brought to a firi&t agreement with the fore-
going account of it. This however ought to
be the writer's azm. ’Tis the fimple manner in
which the Morals of Efop are interwoven with
his Fables, that diftinguifhes, and gives him
the preference to all other mythologifts. His

moun-
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mountain delivered of a moufe, produces the
Moral of his Fable, in ridicule of pompous
pretenders; and his crow, when fhe drops her
cheefe, lets fall, as it were by accident, the
ftrongeft admonition againft the power of flat-
tery. There is no need of a {eparate fentence
to explain it; no poflibility of imprefling it
deeper, by that load we too often fee of accu-
mulated refle&tions. Indeed the Fable of the
Cock and the precious ftone is in this refpedt
very exceptionable. The leflon it inculcates
is {o dark and ambiguous, that different expoli-
tors have given it quite oppofize interpretations;
fome imputing the cock’s rejeGion of the dia-
mond to his wifdom, and others to his ignorance.

Striftly {peaking then, one fhould render
needlels any detach’d or explicit moral.  Efop,
the father of this kind of writing, difclaimed
any fuch affiftance. ’Tis the provix}%é of Fable
to give it birth in the mind of the perfon for
whom it is intended: otherwife the precept is
diredt and obvious, contrary to the nature and
end of allegory.

After all, the greateft fault in any compofition
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles)
£ 3 1S
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is ‘obfeurity.  There can' be no purpofe anfwered
by a work that js umintelligible. ~Annibal
Caracci and Raphael himfelf, rather than rifque
{fo unpardonable a fault, have admitted verbal
explanations into fome of their beft pitures. It
mutft be confefled, that every ftory is not capa-
ble of telling its own Moral.  Tn a cale of this
nature, and this only, it thould be exprefly in-
troduced.  Perhaps alfo, where the point is
doubtful, we ought to thew enough for the lefs
acute, even at the hazard of fhewing too much
for the more fagacious; who, for this very rea-
fon, that they are more fagacious, will pardon a
fuperfluity which is fuch to them alone.

But, on thefe occafions, it has been matter
of difpute, whether the moral is better introdu-
ced at the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop,
as I faid before, univerfally rejected any fepa-
rate Moram‘ Thofe we now find at the clofe of
his Fables,” were placed there by other hands.
Among the antients, Phaedrus; and Gay, a:
mong the moderns, inferted theirs at the begin-
ming: La Motte prefers them at the conclufion; and
Fontaine difpofes of them indifcriminately, at the
beginning or end, as he fees convenient. If,
amidit the authority of fuch great names, 1

might
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might venture to mention my own opinion, I
thould fooner prefix them as an inéroduétion, than
add them as an appendage. For I would neither
pay my reader nor myfelf {o bad a compliment,
as to fuppofe, after he had read the Fable, that
he was not able to difcover its meaning. Be-
fides, when the Moral of a Fable is not very
prominent and firiking, a leading thought at
the begining puts the reader in a proper track.
He knows the game which he purfues: and,
like a beagle on a warm {cent, he follows the
{port with alacrity, in proportion to his intel-
ligence. On the other hand, if he have no pre-
vious intimation of the defign, he is puzzled
throughout the Fable; and cannot determine
upon its merit without the trouble of a frefh
perufal. = A ray of light, imparted at firlt, may
fhew him the tendency and propriety of every
expreffion as he goes along; but while he tra-
vels in the dark, no wonder if he ftumble or

miftake his way.

e 4 SECT.
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Of ihe Aétion and Incidents proper for a Fable.

IN chufing the a&ion or allegory, three con-
ditions are altogether expedient. 1. It muft
be clear: that is, it ought to thew without equi-
vocation, precifely and obvioully, what we in-
tend fhould be underftood. II. It muft be one
and entire. 'That is, it muft not be compofed of
feparate and independent adtions, but muft tend
in all its circumfitances to the completion of
one fingle event. III. It muft be natural; that
is, founded, if not on Truth, at leaft on proba-
bility; on popular opinion; on that relation
and analogy which things bearto one another,
when we have gratuitoufly endowed them
with the human faculties of {peech and reafon.
And thefe conditions are taken from the nature
of the human mind; which cannot endure to

be embarrafled, to be bewildered, or to be de-
ceived.

A Fable offends againft perfpicuity, when it
leaves us doubtful what Truth the Fabulift in-
tended to convey. We have a ftriking exam-

I’)]C
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ple of this, in Dr. Croxall’s Fable of the creak-
ing wheel.  ** A coachman, fays he, hearing
one of his wheels creak, was furprifed; butmore
efpecially, when he perceived that it was the
worft wheel of the whole fet, and which he
thought had but little pretence to take fuch a
liberty. But, upon his demanding the reafon
why it did fo, the wheel replyed, that it was
natural for people who laboured under any af-
fli¢tion or calamity to complain.”” Who would
amagine this Fable defigned, as the author in-
forms us, for an admonition to reprefs, or keep
our complaints to ourfelves; or if we mujt let our
forrows {peak, to take care it be done in {oli-
tude and retirement. The ftory of this Fable
is not well imagined: at leaft, if meant to fup-
port the moral which the author has drawn
from 1t.

A Fable 1s faulty in refped to unity, when
the feveral circumftances point different ways;
and do not center, like fo many lines, in one
diftinét and unambiguous moral. An example
of this kind is furnithed by La Motte in the ob-
fervation he makes upon Fontaine’s two pige-
ons. “ Thefe pigeons had a reciprocal affedi-
on for cach other. One of them fhewing a

defire
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defire to travel, was earneftly oppofed by his
companion, but in vain. The former fets out
upon his rambles, and encounters a thoufand
unforefeen dangers; while the latter fuffers near
as much at home, thro’ his apprehenfions for
his roving friend. However, our traveller, af-
ter many hair-breadth *{capes, returns at length
in fafety back, and the two pigeons are, once
again, mutually happy in each other’s'compa-
ny.”” Now the application of this Fable is ut-
terly vagueand uncertain, for want of circum-
flances to determine, whether the author de-
figned principally to reprefent the dangers of the
Traveller; his friend’s anxiety during his abfence;
or their mutual happinefs on his return. Where-
as, had the travelling pigeon met with no difaf-
ters on his way, but only foundall pleafures in-
fipid for want of his friend’s participation; and
had he returned from no other motive, than a
defire of feeing him again, the whole then had
happily clofed in this one confpicuous infe-
rence, that the prefence of a real friend is the
moft defirable of all gratifications.

The laft rule T have mentioned, that a Fable

fhould be natural, may be violated feveral ways.
“Tis
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"Tis oppofed, when we make creatures enter
into ‘unnatural ‘aflociations. = Thus the fheep
or the goat muft not be made to hunt with the
lion; and itis yet more abfurd, to reprefent the
lion as falling in love with the forefter’s daugh-
ter. Tis'infringed, by afcribing to them appe-
tites and paflions that are not confiftent with
their known chara&ters; or elfe by employing
them in {uch occupations, as are foreign and
unfuitable to their refpective natures. A fox
fhould not be faid to long for grapes; an hedge-
hog pretend to drive away flies; nora partridge
offer his fervice to delve in the vineyard. A
ponderous iron and an earthen vafe thould not
fwim together down a river; and he that thould
make his goofe lay golden eggs, would fhew
a luxuriant fancy, but very little judgment. In
fhort, nothing befides the faculty of fpeech and
reafon, which fable has been allowed to confer
even upon inanimates, muft ever contradiét the
nature of things.

Opinions indeed, altho™ erroncous, if they ei-
ther are, or have been univerfally received, may
afford {ufficient foundation for a fable. The-
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans;
and the dying {wan, to pour forth her elegy.

The
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The {phinx and the pheenix, the fyren and the
centaur, have all the exiftence that is requifite
for Fable. Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and e-
ven the man in the moon, may have each his
province alloted him, fo it be not an improper
one. Here the notoriety of opinion fupplies
the place of fadt, and in this manner truth may
fairly be deduced from falfehood.

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable,
1t is a rule without exception, that they ought
always to be few; it being foreign to the nature
of this compolition, to admit of much variety.
Yet a Fable, with only one fingle incident, may
poflibly appear too naked. 1If Efop and Phae-
drus are herein fometimes too {paring, Fontaine
and La Motte are as often too profufe. In this,
as in moft other matters, 2 medium certainly is
beft. In aword, the incidents thould not only
be few, but fthort; and like thofe in the Fables
of ¢ the fwallow and other birds,”” ** the miller
and his fon,” and ** the court and country
moufe,” they muft naturally arife out of the
fubje&, and ferve to illuftrate and enforce the
Moral.

SECT.
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S E GO i
Of the Perfons, Charaélers, and Sentiments of Fable.

I HE race of animals firft prefent themfelves,

as the proper aftors in this little drama.
They are indeed a {pecies that approaches, in
many refpects, {o near to our own, that we need
only lend them /peech, in order to produce a
firiking refemblance. It would however be
unrcafonable, to expe& a firi& and univer-
{al fimilitude. There is a certain meafure and
degree of analogy, with which the moft dif-
cerning reader will reft contented: for inflance,
he will accept the properties of animals, altho®
neceflary and invariable, as the tmages of our
mclinations, tho’ never {o free. To require more
than this, were to fap the very foundations of
allegory; and even to deprive ourfelves of half
the pleafure that flows from poetry in general.

Solomon fends us to the ant, to learn the wif-
dom of induftry: and our inimitable ethic po-

et introduces nature herfelfas giving us a_fimilar
kind of council.

Thus
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T hus then to Man the voice of Nature [pake;

“ Go, from the Greatures thy infiruétions take—
«« There all the forms of Jocial union find,

‘ And thence, let reafon late infiruét mankind.’.

He fuppofes that animals in their nafve cha-
ralters, without the advantages of fpeech and
reafon which are afligned them by the Fabulifts,
may in regard to Morals as well as Arts, become
examples to the human race.  Indeed I am a-
fraid we have fo far deviated into afcititious
appetites and fantaftick manners, as to find the
expediency of copying from them, that fimplici-
ty we ourfelves have loft. If animals, in them-
{elves, may be thus exemplary, how much more
may they be made inftru&tive, under the direc-
tion of an able Fabulift; who by conferring up-
on them the gift of language, contrives to make
their inftin&ts more intelligible and. their ex-
amples more determinate!

But thefe are not his only aétors. The Fabuliit
has one advantage above all other writers
whatfoever; as all the works both of art and na-
ture are more immediately at his difpofal. He
has, in this refpe&, a liberty not allowed to
epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt-

edly
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edly more limited in the choice of perfons to
be employed. He has authority to prefs into
his fervice, every kind of exiftence under hea-
ven: not only beafls, birds, infe&@s, and all the
animal creation; but flowers, thrubs, trees and
all the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains,
foflils, minerals, and the inanimate works of
nature, difcourfe articulately at his command;
and a& the parts which he afligns them. The
virtues, vices, and every property of beings, re-
ceive from him a local habitation and a name. In
fhort he may perfonify, beftow life, Ipeechand
attion, on whatever he thinks proper.

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of novelty
and wariely this muft open, to a genius capable
of conceiving, and of employing, thefe ideal
perfons in a proper manner: what an opportu-
nity it affords him to diverfify his images, and
to treat the fancy with change of objests; while
he ftrengthens the underftanding, or regulates
the paflions, by a fucceflion of Truths. To raife
beings like thefe into a flate of a&ion.and jn-
telligence, gives the Fabulift an undoubted
claim to that firft chara@er of the poet, a Greator.
I rank him not, as I faid before, with the wri-
ter of epick or dramatick poems; but the ma-

ker
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ker of pins or needles is as much an artift, as an
anchor-fmith: and a painter of miniature may
fhew as’ much fkill, as he who paints in the
largelt proportions.

When thefe perfons are once raifed, we muft
carefully injoin them proper tatks; and aflign
them fentiments and language fuitable to their
feveral natures, and refpeétive properties.

A raven thould not be extolled for her voice,
norabear be reprefented with an elegant fhape.
"Twere a very obvious inftance of abfurdity, to
paint an hare, cruel, or a wolf, compaffionate.
An afs were but ill qualified to be General of
an army, tho’ he may well enough ferve per-
haps for one of the trumpeters. But fo long
as popular opinion allows to the lion, mag-
nanimity; rage, to the tiger; firength, to the
mule; cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery,
to the monkey; why may not they {fupport the
charaéiers of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax,
Ulyfles and Therfites? The truth is, when Mo-
ral adions are with judgment attributed to the
brute creation, we fcarce perceive that nature is
at all violated by the Fabulift. He appears, at
moft, to have only tranflated their language.

' His
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His lions, wolves, and foxes, behave and argue
as thofe creatures would, had they originally
been endowed with the human faculties of
Ipeech and reafon.

But greater art is yet required, whenever we
perfonify inanimate beings. Here the copy fo
far deviates from the great lines of nature, that,
without the niceft care, reafon will revoltagainft
the i¢tion. However, beings of ihis fort, ma-
naged ingenioufly and with addrefs, recommend
the Fabulift's invention by the grace of novelty
and of variety. Indeed the analogy between
things natural and artificial, animal and inani-
mate, is often fo very ftriking, that we can,
with {feeming propriety, give paflions and fenti-
ments to every individual part of exiltence.
Appearance favours the deception. The vine
may be enamoured of the elm; her embraces tefl-
tify her paflion. The fwelling mountain may,
naturally enough, be delivered of a moufe. The
gourd may reproach the pine, and the {ky-roc-
ket, infult the ftars. The axe may follicit a new
handle of the foreft; and the moon, in her fe-
male charalter, requeft a falhionable garment.
Here is nothing incongruous; nothing that

thocks the reader with impropriety. On the o-
f ther
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ther hand, were the axe to defire a perriwig,
and the moon petition for a new pair of boots;
probability would #hen be violated, and the ab-
furdity become too glaring.

ol S G PAL
On the Language of Fable.

: HE moft beautiful Fables that ever were
invented, may be disfigured by the Lan-
guage in which they are cloathed. Of this, poor
Efop, in fome of his Englifh drefles, affords a
melancholy proof. The ordinary ftyle of Fa-
ble thould be familiar, but alfo elegant. Were
I to inflance any ftyle that I fhould prefer on
this occafion, it fhould be that of Mr. Addifon’s
little tales in the Spe&tator. That ecafe and fim-
plicity, that concifenels and propriety, that fub-
dued and decent humour he fo remarkabl
difcovers there; feem to have qualifyed him for

a Fabulifl, almoft beyond any other writer. But
to return.

The Familiar, fays Mr. La Motte, to whofe
ingenious Effay T have often been obliged in this
difcourfe, is the general tone, or accent of Fa-
ble. It was thought fufficient, on its firft ap-

pearance,
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pearance, to lend the animals our moft com-
mon language. Nor indeed have they any ex-
traordinary pretenfions to the fublime; it being
requifite they fhould fpeak with the fame fim-
plicity that they behave.

The _familiar alfo is more proper for infinuati-
on, than the clevated; this being the language
of reflection, as the former is the voice of fenti-
ment.  'We guard ourfelves againt the one, but
lie open to the other; and inftru&tion will al-
ways the moft effeCtually fway us, when it ap-
pears lealt jealous of its rights and privileges.

The familiar ftyle however that is here requir-
ed, notwithftanding that appearance of Eafe
which is its charadter, is perhaps more difhicult
to write, than the more devated or fublime. A
writer more readily perceives when he has rifen
above the common language; than he perceives,
in {peaking this language, whether he has made
the choice that is moft {uitable to the occafion:
and it is, neverthelefls, upon this hafpy choice de-
pends all the charm of the familiar. Moreover,
the elevated ftyle deceives and feduces, altho’ it
be not the beft chofen; whereas the familiar can
procure itfelf no fort of refpe&, if it be notealy,
natural, juft, delicate, and unaffeted. A Fabu-

: f o hit
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lift muft therefore beftow great attention upon
his ftyle: and even labourit fo much the more,

that it may appearto have coft him no pains at
all.

The authority of Fontaine juftifies thele opi-
nions in regard to ftyle. His Fables are per-
haps the beft examples of the gentecl familiar, as
Sir Roger L'Eftrange affords the grofleft, of the
indelicate and low. When we read that * while
the frog and the moufe were difputing it at
{words point, down comes a kite powdering up-
on them in the interim, and gobbets up both to-
cether to part the fray.” And ** where the fox
reproaches a bevy of jolly gofliping wenches
making merry over a difk of pullets, that, if he
but peeped into a hen-rooft, they always
made a bawling with their dogs and their baflards;
while you yourfelves, fays he, can lie fuffing
your guts with your hens and your capons, and
not a word of the pudden.” This may be familiar,
but is alfo coarfe and vulgar; and cannot fail to
difguft areader that has the leaft degree of tafte
or delicacy.

The ftyle of Fable then muft be fimple and
familiar; and it muft likewife be corret and ele-
gant. By the former, I would advife that it
fthould not be loaded with figure and meta-

phor;
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phor; that the difpofition of words be natural;
the turn of fentences, eafy; and their conftruc-
tion, unembarrafs’d. By elegance, I would
exclude all coarfe and provincial terms; all af-
feCted and puerile conceits; all obfolete and
pedantick phrafes. To this I would adjoin,
as the word perhaps implies, a certain finifhing
polifh, which gives a grace and fpirit to the
whole; and which, tho’ it have always the ap-
pearance of nature, is almoft ever the ¢ffeét of art.

But, notwithftanding all that has been faid,
there are fome occafions on which it is allow-
able, and even expedient to change the ftyle.
The language of a Fable mult rife or fall in con-
formity to the fubjet. A lion, when introduced
in his regal capacity, muit hold difcourfle in
a ftrain fomewhat more elevated than a Coun-
try-Moufe. The lionefs then becomes his Queen,
and the beafts of the forelt are called his fubjects:
a method that offers at once to the imagination,
both the animal and the perfon he is defigned to
reprefent. Again, the buffoon-monkey fhould
avoid that pomp of phrafe, which the owl em-
ploys as her beft pretence to wifldom. Unlefs
the ftyle be thus judicioully varyed, it will be
impoflible to preferve a juft diftinétion of cha-

radter.
Defcrip-
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Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent,
add a grace to Fable; but are then moft happy,
when included in the aétion: whercof the Fable
of Boreas and the fun affordsus an example. An
epithet well chofen is often a defcription, in ufelf;
and fo much the more agreeable, as it the lefs
retards us, in our purfuit of the cataftrophe.

I might enlarge much further on the fubje&,
but perhaps I may appear to have been too
diffufe already. Let it {uffice to hint, that lit-
tle firokes of humour, when arifing naturally from
the fubjeét; and incidental refleétions, when kept
in due fubordination to the principal, add a
value to thefe compofitions. Thefe latter how-
ever fhould be employed very fparingly, and
with great addrefs; be very few and very fhort:
It is {carcely enough that they naturally fpring
out of the {fubje@: they fhould be fuch as to ap-
pear neceffary and e¢ffential parts of the Fable.
And when thefe embellithments, pleafing in
themfelves, tend to illuftrate the main adlion, they
then afford that namelefls grace remarkable in
Fontaine and fome few others; and which per-
fons of the beft difcernment will more eafily
conceive, than they can explain.

R. DODSLEY.
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The Trees and the Bramble.

HE Ifraelites, ever murmuring and dif-

contented under the reign of Fehovah,

were defirous of having a king, like
the reft of the nations. They offered the king-
dom to Gideon their deliverer; to him, and
to his pofterity after him: he generoully refuf-
ed their offer, and reminded them, that Feho-
vah was their king. When Gideon was dead,
Abimelech, his fon by a concubine, flew all his
other fons to the number of feventy, Joatham

alone efcaping; “and by the alliftance of the
‘B s Shechemites
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Shechemites made himfelf king. Joatham, to
reprefent to them their folly, and to fhew them,
that the moft deferving are generally the leaft
ambitious, whereas the worihle[s gralp at pow-
er with cagernefs, and exercife it with info-
lence and tyranny, fpake to them in the fol-
lowing manner.

Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, {fo may
God hearkenunto you. The Trees, grown wea-
ry of the ftate of freedom and equality in which
God had placed them, met together to chufe
and to anoint a king over them: and they faid
to the Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the
Olive-tree faid unto them, Shall I quit my fat-
nels wherewith God and man 1s honoured, to
difquiet myfelf with the cares of government
and rule over the Trees? And they faid unto
the Fig-tree, Come thou, and reign over us.
But the Fig-tree faid unto them, Shall I bid
adieu to my fweetnels and my pleafant fruit,
to take upon me the painful charge of royalty,
and to be fet over the Trees? Then faid the
Trees unto the Vine, Come thou and reign o-
ver us. But the Vine {aid alfo unto them, Shall
I leave my wine which honoureth God and
cheereth man, to bring upon myfelf nothing

but
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but trouble and anxiety, and to become king
of the Trees? we are happy in our prefent lot:
feek fome other to reign over you. Then faid
all the Trees unto the Bramble, Come thou and
reign over us. And the Bramble {aid unto them,
I will be your king; come ye all under my
fhadow, and be fafe; obey me, and I will grant
you my protection. But if you obey me not,
out of the Bramble fhall come forth a fire,
which fhall devour even the cedars of Leban-
on.

2B Bod B i I
The Frogs petitioning Jupiter for a King.

AS Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap-
pened to pafs thro’ Athens, juft after Pifi-
{tratus had abolifhed the popular flate, and
ufurped a fovereign power? when perceiving
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho’ mild
and eafly, with much impatience, he related
to them the following fable.

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of

B3 change,
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change, petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king.
The good-natured deity, in order to indulge
this their requeft, with as little mifchief to the
petitioners as poffible, threw them down a log.
At firft they regarded their new monarch with
great reverence, and kept from him at a moft
refpedtful diftance: but perceiving his tame and
peaceable difpofition, they by degrees ventur-
ed to approach him with more familiarity, till
at length they conceived for him the utmoft
contempt. In this difpofition, they renewed
their requeft to Jupiter, and intreated him to
beftow upon them another king. The Thunder-
er 1n his wrath fent them a ¢rane, who no foon-
er took pofleflion of his new dominions, than
‘he began to devour his {ubjeéts one after ano-
_ ther in a moft capricious and tyrannical man-
ner. They were now far more diffatisfied than
before; when applying to Jupiter a third time,
they were difmifled with being told, that the
evil they complained of, they had imprudently
brought upon themfelves; and that they had

no other remedy now but to fubmit to it with
patience,

FABLE
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FABLEIIL
The Wolf and the Shepherds.

I l O W apt men are to condemn in others,
what Lhey practife themfelves without

fcruple!

A Wolf, fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut,
where a company of Shepherds were regaling
themfelves with a joint of mutton? Lord, faid
he, what a clamour would thefe men have raif
ed, if they had catched me at fuchabanquet!

FoACB B E BV
The Belly and the Members.

ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Roman
conful, being deputed by the fenate to
appeafe adangerous tumult and fedition of the
people, who refufed to pay the taxes necel-
fary for carrying on the bufinefs of the ftate;
convinced them of their folly, by delivering

to them the following fable.
B4 My
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My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend
to my words. It once happened that the Mem-
bers of the human body, taking fome exception
at the condud of the Belly, refolved, no longer
to grant him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue
firft, in a feditious fpeech, aggravated their
grievances; and after highly extolling the ac-
tivity and diligence of the Hands and Feet, fet
forth how hard and unreafonable it was, that
the fruits of their labour fhould be {quandered
away upon the infatiable cravings of a fat and
indolent paunch, which was entirely ufelefs,
and unable to do any thing towards helping
himfelf. This fpeech,was received with unani-
mous applaufe by all the Members. Immediate-
ly the Hands declared they would work no
more; the Feetdetermined to carry no farther
theload of Guts with which They had hitherto
been opprefled; nay the very Teeth refufed to
prepare a fingle morfel more for his ufe. In
this diftrefs, the Belly befought them to confi-
der maturely, and not foment fo fenfelefs a rebel-
lion. There is none of you, fays he, but may be
{enfible that whatfoever you beftow upon me,
1s immediately converted to your ufe, and dif-
perfed by me for the good of you all into every
Limb. But he remonftrated in vain; for dur-

lng
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ing the clamours of paflion, the voice of rea-
fon is always difregarded. It being therefore
impoflible for him to quiet the tumult, he was
{tarved for want of their affiftance, and the
body wafted away to a fkeleton. The Limbs,
grown weak and languid, were fenfible at laft
of their error, and would fain have returned
to their refpective duty, but it was now too
late; death had taken pofleflion of the whole,
and they all perifhed together.

EzA B .EFE » Vo
The Fox and the * Swallow.

RISTOTLE informs us that the fol-
lowing fable was fpoken by Efop to the
Samians, on a debate upon changing their mi-
nifters, who were accufed of plundering the
commonwealth.

A Fox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to
be entangled in fome weeds that grew nearthe

* Inflead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge-
hog, but as that creature feems very unfit for the bu-
Sinefs of drzjving away flies, it was thought more pro-
per to fubflitute the Swallow. ,

fhore
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fhore, from which he was unable to extricate
himfelf. As he lay thus expofed to whole
fwarms of flies, who were galling him and fuck-
ing his blood; a Swallow obferving his diftrefs,
kindly offered to drive them away. By no
means, {aid the Fox; for if thefe thould be chaf-
ed away, who are already fufficiently gorged,
another more hungry fwarm would fucceed,and
I thould be robbed of every remaining drop of
blood 1n my veins.

F'ABL E ¥
The Fox and the Raven.

AF OX obferving a Raven perched on the
branch of a tree, with a fine piece of
cheefe in her mouth, immediately began to-
confider how he might poffefs himfelf of fo
delicious 2 morfel. Dear madam, faid he, Iam
extremely glad to have the pleafure of {feeing
you this morning: your beautiful fhape, and
fhining feathers, are the delight of my eyes;
and would you condefcend to favour me with
a fong, I doubt not but your voice is equal
to the relt of your accomplithments. Deluded
with this flattering f{peech, the tranfported
Raven
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Raven opened her mouth, in order to give him
~a {pecimen of her pipe, when down dropt .the
" cheefe: which the Fox immediately fnatching
up, bore away in triumph, leaving the Raven
to lament her credulous vanity at her leifure.

FioAnroB o B iN I

The Fox and the Stork.

¥ H E Fox, tho’ in general more inclined
to roguery than wit, had once a ftrong in-
clination to play the wag with his neighbour
the Stork. He accordingly invited her to din-
ner in great form; but when it came upon the
table, the Stork found it confifted intirely of
different {oups, ferved up in broad thallow difh-
es, fo that {he could only dip in the end of
her bill, but could not poilibly {atisfy her hun-
ger. The Fox lapped it up very readily, and
every now and then, addrefling himfelf to his
guelt, defired to know how fhe liked her en-
tertainment; hoped that every thing was fea-
foned to her mind; and protefted he was ver
forry to fee her eat {o fparingly. The Stork, per-
ceiving fthe was played upon, took no notice,
but pretended to like every difh extremely:
and at parting prefled the Fox fo carneftly to

Ire-



‘v AN CEBNITEFABE ES.

return her vifit, that he could not in civility
refufe. When the day arrived, he repaired to
his appointment; but to his great mortification,
when dinner appeared, he found it compofed
of minced meat, {ferved up in long narrow-neck-
ed glafles; fo that he was only tantalized with
the fight of what it was impoflible for him to
tafte. The Stork thruft in her long bill, and
helped herfelf very plentifully; then turning
to Reynard, who was eagerly licking the out-
fide of a jarr where fome fauce had been fpill-
ed—1I am very glad, faid fhe fmiling, thatyou
feem to have {o good an appetite; I hope you
willmake as hearty a dinner at my table asIdid
the other day at yours. Reynard hung down his
head, and looked very much difpleafed—Nay,
nay, faid the Stork, don’t pretend to be out of
humour about the matter: they that cannot
take a jeft, thould never make one.

FABLE
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FAB LAE S VI
The Daw with borrowed Feathers.

HEN a pert young templar, or city

apprentice, {ets up for a fine gentleman,
with the afliftance of an embroidered waifl-
coat and Drefden ruffles, but without one qua-
lification proper to the charalter; how fre-
quently does it happen, that he is laughed at
by his equals, and defpifed by thofe whom he

prefumed to imitate!

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough
to imagine, that he wanted nothing but the
drefs to render him as elegant a bird as the
peacock. Puffed up with this wife conceit, he
plumed himfelf with a fufficient quantity of
their moft beautiful feathers, and in this bor-
rowed garb, forfaking his old companions,
endeavoured to pafsfor a peacock. But he no
{fooner attempted to aflociate with thefe gen-
teel creatures, than an affe@ed flrut betrayed
the vain pretender. The offended peacocks,
plucking from him their degraded feathers,
{foon ftripped him of his gentility,reduced him

to
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to a mere Jackdaw and drove him back to his
brethren; by whom he was now equally defpif-
ed, and juftly punifhed with derifion and con-

tempt.

FABLE IX.
The Wolf and the Lamb.

H E N cruelty and injuftice are armed
with power, and determined on op-
preflion, the firongeft pleas of innocence are

preferred in vain.,

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench-
ing their thirft together at the fame rivulet,
The Wolf ftood towards the head of the ftream,
and the Lamb at fome diftance below. The in-
jurious beaft, refolved on a quarrel, fiercely de-
mands — How dare you difturb the water
which I am drinking? The poor Lamb, all
trembling, replies, How, I befeech you, can
that poffibly be the cafe, fince the current fets
from you to me? Difconcerted by the force of
truth, he changes the accuflation: fix months
ago, fays he, you vilely flandered me. Impofli-

ble, returns the Lamb, for I was not then born,
No
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No matter, it was your father then, or fome of
your relations; and immediately feizing the
innocent Lamb, he tore him to pieces.

R e o1 U T

The Mountain in Labour.

ARUMOUR once prevailed, that a neigh-
bouring Mountain was in labour; it was
afirmed that fhe had been heard to utter prodi-
gious groans; and a general expectation had
been raifed, that fome extraordinary birth was
at hand. Multitudes flocked with much ea-
gernefs to be witnefles of the wonderful event:
one expedting her to be delivered of a giant;
another of fome enormous montfler; and all were
fufpended in earneft expeQation of fomewhat
grand and aftonithing. When, after waiting
with great impatience a confiderable time, be-
hold out crept a ridiculous moufe,

FABLE
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The Boys and the Frogs.

N the margin of a large lake, which was

inhabited by a great number of Frogs, a
company of Boys happened to be at play. Their
diverfion was duck and drake; and whole vol-
" lies of flones were thrown into the water, to
the great annoyance and danger of the poor
terrified Frogs. At length, one of the moft
hardy lifting his head above the furface of the
lake; Ah, dear children, faid he, why will ye
learn fo foon the cruel pradtices of your race?
Confider, I befeech ye, that tho’ this may be
Jport to you, it 1s death to us.

F A' B L E “XIH.

The Lark and her Young.

L A RK having built her neft in a field
of corn, it grew ripe before her young
were well able to fly. Apprehenfive for their
fafety, fhe enjoined them, while fhe went out

n
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in order to provide for their fubfiftence, tolift-
en very attentively, if they thould hear any
difcourfe concerning the reaping of the field.
At her return they told her, that the farmer
and his fon had been there, and had agreed to
fend to fome of their neighbours, to affift them
in cutting it down thenextday. And fo they
depend, it feems, upon meighbours, faid the
mother: very well: then I think we have no
occafion to be afraid of tomorrow. The next
day fhe went out, and left with them the fame
injunctionas before. When fhe returned, they
acquainted her that the farmer and hisfon had
againbeen there,but as none of theirneighbours
came to their afliftance, they had deferred reap-
ing till the next day, and intended to fend for
help to their friends and relations. 1 think
we may ftill venture another day, fays the mo-
ther; but however be careful as before, to let
me know what paffes in my abfence. They
now inform her, that the farmer and his fon
had a third time vifited the field; and finding
that neither friend nor relation had regarded
their fummons, they were determined to come
the next morning and cut it down themfelves.
Nay then, replied the lark, it is time to think
&

of
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of removing: for as they now depend only
upon themfelves for doing their own bufinels.
it will undoubtedly be performed.

DS N s (e DD €N C
The Stag drinking.

AStag quenching his thirft in a clear lake,
was ftruck with the beauty of his horns,
which he faw refle&ted in the water. At the
fame time, obferving the extreme {lendernefs
of his legs; What pity it is, faid he, that fo
fine a creature thould be furnifhed with fo de-
{picable a fet of {pindle fhanks! what a truly
noble animal I thould be, were my legs in any
degree anfwerable to my horns! In the midfl
of this foliloquy, he was alarmed with the cry
of a pack of hounds. He immediately flies o-
-ver the foreft, and left his purfuers {o far be-
hind, that he might probably have elcaped;
but taking into a thick wood, his horns were
entangled in the branches, where he was held
till the hounds came up, and tore him in pieces.
In his laft moments, he thus exclaimed——How
ill do we judge of our own true advantages !

the
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the legs which I depifed would have borne
me away in fafety, had not my favourite ant-
lers betrayed me to ruin,

B ke T S XY
The Swallow and other Birds.

ASwallow obferving a farmer employed in
fowing hemp, called the little birds toge-
ther, informed them what he was about, and
told them that hemp was the material from
which the nets, fo fatal to the feathered race,
were compofed : advifing them unanimouily
to join in picking it up, in order to prevent
the confequences. The birds, cither difbeliey-
ing his information, or negleéting his advice,
gave themfelves no trouble about the matter.
In a little time the hemp appeared above
ground: the friendly Swallow again addrefled
himfelf to them, told them it was not yet too
late, provided they would immediately fet a-
bout the work, before the feeds had taken too
deep root.  But they flill reje@ing his advice,
he forfook their {ociety, repaired for fafety to
towns and cities, there built his habitation
and kept his refidence. One day, as he was

Cz {kim-
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{kimming along the ftreet, he happened to fce a
large parcel of thofe very birds, imprifoned in
a cage, on the fhoulders of a birdcatcher. Un-
happy wretches, faid he, you now feel the
punifhment of your former neglett. But
thole, who, having no forefight of their own,
defpife tlie wholefome admonitions of their
friends, deferve the mifchiefs which their
obftinacy or negligence brings upon their
heads.

et B oB 1l orlis - 5 TXIN/G
The Afs and the Lap-Dog.

N afs who lived in the fame family with a
favourite lap-dog, obferving the fuperior
degree of affe@tion which the little minion en-
joyed, imagined he had nothing more to do,
to obtain an equal fhare in their good graces,
than to imitate the lap-dog’s playful and en-
dearing carefles. Accordingly, he began to
friflk about before his mafter, kicking up his
beels and braying, in an aukward affe&tation
of wantonnefs and pleafantry. This flrange
behaviour could not fail of raifing much laugh-
ter; which the afs miftaking for approbation

and
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and encouragement, he proceeded to leap up-
on his mafter’s breaft, and began very famili-
arly to lick his face: but he was prefently
convinced by the force of a good cudgel, that
what is {pritely and acrreeable in one, may in
another be juftly cenfured as rude and imper-
tinent ; and that the fureft way to gain efteem,
1s for every one to act fuitably to his own na-
tural genius and cha-aer.

; Pt A o et IR SR B T
The Lion and the Moufe.

ALion by accident laid his paw upon a poor
innocent moufe. The frighted little crea-
ture, imagining fhe was juft going to be devour-
ed,begged hard for her life, urged that clemen-
cy was the faireft attribute of power, and earn-
eftly intreated his majefty, not to ftain his illuf-
trious paws, with the blood of fo infignificant
an-animal: upon which, the lion very gene-
roufly fet her at liberty. It happened a few
days afterwards, that the lion, ranging for his
prey, fell into the toils of the hunter The
moufe heard his roarings, knew the voice of
her benefactor, and immediately repairing to

C3 his
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his afliftance, gnawed in pieces the mefhes of
the net, and by delivering her preferver con-
vinced him, that there is no creature fo much
below another, but may have it in his power
to return a good oflice.

cinelly sty B i YRt 5 X VAL
The Wolf and the Crane.

AW OLF having with two much greedinefs
fwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ftuck
in his throat; and in the violence of hijs pain
he applied to feveral animals, carneflly intreat-
ing them to extra& it. - None cared to hazard
the dangerous experiment, except the Cranes
who perfuaded by his folemn promifes of a:-
gratuity, ventured to thruft her enormous
length of neck down his throat, and fuccefsful-
ly performed the operation. When claiming the
recompence; See the unreafonablenefs of {fome
creatures, replied the Wolf: have Inot {uffered
thee fafely to draw thy neck out of my jaws,

and halt thou the confcience to demand a fur-
ther reward!

FABLE
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The Countryman and the Snake.

AN honeft Countryman obferved a Snake

lying under a hedge, almoft frozen to
death: He was moved with compalilion; and
bringing it home, he laid it near the fire, and
gave it fome new milk. Thus fed and cherifh-
ed, the creature prefently began to revive: but
no fooner had he recovered ftrength enough
to do mifchief, than he fprung upon the Coun-
tryman’s wife, bit one of his children, and in
thort, threw the whole family into confufion
and terror. Ungrateful wretch! faid the man,
thou haft fufficiently taught me how i/ljudged it
is, to confer benefits on the worthles and unde-
Jerving.  So faying, he fnatched up a hatchet,
and cut the fnake in pieces.

il FABLE

e T
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The Dog and the Shadow.

AN hungry Spaniel, having ftolen a piece of
fleth from a butcher’s thop was carrying
it acrofs a river. The water being clear, and
the fun fhining brightly, he faw his own image
in the ftream, and fancied it to be another dog,
with a more delicious morfel: upon which,
unjufily and greedily opening his jaws to fnatch
at the fhadow, he loft the fubflance.

Fot Ao oB e onis DN

The Sun and the Wind.

HOEBUS and AEolus had once a dif-
pute, which of them could fooneft prevail
with a certain traveller to part with his cloak.
AFolus began the attack, and aflaulted him
with great violence. But the man wrapping
his cloak itill clofer about him, doubled his
efforts to keep it, and went on his way. And
now, Pheebus darted his warm infinuating rays,
which
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which melting ourtravellerby degrees, atlength
obliged him to throw afide that cloak, which
all the rage of AFEolus could not compel him
torefign. Learnhence, faid Pheebus to the bluf:
tering god, that foft and gentle means will often ac-
complith, what force and Sfury can never effe&.

Ko i Biv illane B o060k
The Wolfe and the Mafirff.

LEAN, halfftarved Wolf inadvertently
ftrolled in the way of a ftrong well-fed maf-

tiff. The Wolf being much too weak to a& up-
on the offenfive, thought it moft prudent to ac-
coft honeft Towfer in a friendly manner: and
among other civilities, very'complaifantly con-
gratulated him on his goodly appearance.
Why, yes, returned the maftiff, I am indeed in
tolerable cafe; and if you will follow me, you
may foon be altogether in as good a plight.
The Wolf pricked up his ears at the propofal,
and requelfted to be informed what he muft do
to earn fuch plentiful meals. Very little, repli-
ed the Maftiff; only drive away beggars, carefs
my malfter, and be civil to his family. To thefe
conditions the hungry Wolf had no obje&ion,
and
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and very readily confented to follow his new
acquaintance where-ever hewould conducthim.
As they were trotting along, the Wolf obferved
that the hair was worn in a circle round his
friend’s neck; which raifed his curiofity to en-
quire what was the occafion of it? Nothing,
anfwered the maftiff, or a mere trifle; perhaps
the collar to which my chain is fometimes faft-
ened.—Chain! replied the Wolf, with much
furprife; it fhould feem then that you are not
permitted to rove about where and when you
pleafe. Not always, returned Towfer, hanging
down his head; but what does that fignify? It
fignifies fo much, rejoined the Wolf, that I am
refolved to have no fhare in your dinners: half
a meal with liberty, is in my eftimation pre-
ferable to a full one without it.

| R U | AR R @

Fortune and the School-boy.

A School-boy, fatigued with play, threw him-

{elf down by the brink ofa deep pit, where
he fell faft afleep. Fortune happening to pafs
by, faw him in this dangerous fituation, and

kindly gave him a tap on the fhoulder: My dear
child,
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child, faid fhe, if you had fallen into this pit,
I thould have borne the blame, tho’ in fa& the
accident would have been wholly owing to
your own carelefsnefs.

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal, is but
another word for imprudence. This maxim is
by no means abfolutely true: certain, how-
ever, it 1s, that mankind fuffer more evils from
their own imprudence, than from events which
are not in their power to controll,

FittieAooaiBp el B . o IDENTE L
The Frog and the Ox.

Frog, being wonderfully firuck with the

fize and majefty of an Ox that was grazing
in the marfhes, could not forbear endeavour.
ing to expand herfelf to the fame portly mag-
nitude. After pufing and {welling for fome
time: *“ What think you, fifter,”” faid fhe, ¢ will
this do?”” Far from it. * Will this?”’ By no
means. *“ But this furely will.” Nothing like
it. In fhort, after many ridiculous eforts to
the fame fruitlels purpofe, the fimple Frog
burft her fkin and miferably expired upon the

Ipot. FABLE

T TR e v
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The Lion and other Beafts hunting in Partnerfhip.

A Leopard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were ambiti-
ous of the honour of hunting with the Li-
on. Hisfavage majelty gracioufly condefcend-
ed to their defire. and it was agreed that they
{hould allhave an equal fhare in whatever might
be taken. They fcour the foreft, are unanimous-
in the purfuit, and, aftera very fine chace, pull
down a noble ftag. It was divided with great
dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal parts;
but juft as eachwas going to fecure his fhare—
Hold, fays the Lion, let no one prefume to
{erve himfelf, till he hath heard our juff and
reafonable claims. I feize upon the firft quarter
by virtue of my prerogative; the fecond 1 think
is due to my fuperior conduét and courage; 1 can-
not forego the third on account of the neceffi-
ties of my den; and if any one is inclined to
difpute my right to the fourth, let him fpeak.
Awed by the majefty of his frown, and the
terror of his paws, they filently withdrew, re-
folving never to hunt again but with their

equals.
FABLE






32 P,
1 -and CSubert.

C S raveltor




ANCIENT EABLES a9

Boor WAL Bt B8 XXV.
The Ant and the Fly.

N Ant and a ¥Fly had once a ridiculous
conteft about precedency, and were argu-

ing which of the two was the more honoura-
ble: fuch difputes moft frequently happen a-
mongft theloweft and moft worthlefs creatures.
The Fly exprefled great refentment, that {fuch
a poor crawling infe&, fhould prefume to lie
batking in the fame funfhine, with one {o much
her fuperior. Thou haftnot furely the infolence,
faid fhe, to imagine thyfelf of an equal rank
with me. I am none of your low mechanic
creatures who live by their induftry; but enjoy
m plenty, and without labour, every thing that
15 truly delicious. Iplace myfelf uncontrouled
upon the heads of kings; I kifs with freedom
the lips of beauties; and feaft upon the choiceft
{acrifices that are offered to the gods. To eat
with the gods, replied the Ant, and to enjoy
the favours of the fair and the powerful, would
be great honour indeed, to one who was an
invited or a welcome gueft; but an impertinent
intruder, who is driven out with averfion and
con-
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contempt where-ever he appears, has not much
caufe methinks to boaft of his privileges. And
as to the honourof notlabouring for your fub-
fiftence; here too your boaft is only your difgrace;
for hence it is, that one half of the year you
are deftitute even of the common neceffaries
of life; whillt T at the fame time, retiring to
the hoarded granaries, which my honeft indufiry
has filled, enjoy every fatisfaction, independent
of the favour either of beauties or of kings.

Pl Al 2 Bo) sBr SR 0 o GV

The Bear and the two Friends.

WO Friends, fetting out together upon a
journey which led through a dangerous
foreft, mutually promifed to affift each other,
in whatever manner they might be affaulted.
They had not proceeded far, before they per-
ceived a Bear making towards them with great
rage. There were no hopes in flight; but one
of them, being very adtive, fprung up into a
tree; upon which, the other, throwing himfelf
flat on the ground, held his breath, and pre-
tended to be dead; remembering to have heard
it afferted, that this creature will not prey upon
a
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a dead carcafe. The bear came up, and after
{melling to him fome time, left him, and went
on. When he was fairly out of fight and hear-
ing, the hero from the tree calls out—Well, my
friend, what faid the Bear? He {eemed to whif-
per you very clofely. He did fo, replied the
other, and gave me this good piece of advice;
never to aflociate with a wretch, who in the
hour of danger will defert his Friend.

it ADDORREI IS XXVIL
The Bull and the Gnat.

Conceited Gnat, fully perfuaded of his
own importance, having placed himfelf on
the horn of a Bull, exprefled great uneafinefs
left his weight fhould be incommodious; and
with much ceremony begged the Bull’s pardon
for the liberty he had taken; affuring him that
he would immediately remove, if he prefled
too hard upon him, Giveyourfelf no uneafi-
nefs on thataccount, replied the Bull, I befeech
you: for as I never perceived when you Jate
down, T thall probably not mifs you whenever
vou think fit ta rife up.
FABLE



939 ANCIENT FABLES.
PsAquBrsTedg o/ XX VI

The Wafps and the Bees.

PRETENDERS of every kind are beft
detected by appealing to their works.

Somehoney-combsbeing claimed by a fwarm
of Walps, the right owners protefted againft
their demand, and the caufe was referred to a
Hornet. Witnefles being examined, they de-
pofed that certain winged creatures, who had
a loud hum, wereof a yellowifh colour, and
{fomewhat like Bees, were obferved a confidera-
ble time hovering about the place where this
neft was found. But this did not fufficiently
decide the queftion; for thefe chara&eriftics,
the hornet obferved, agreed no lefs with the
Bees than with the Wafps. At length, a fen-
fible old Bee offered to put the matter upon
this decifive iflue; Let a place be appointed,
faid he, by the court, for the plaintiffs and de-
fendants to work in: it will then foon appear
which of us are capable of forming fuch regu-
lar cells, and afterwards of hlling them with {o
delicious a fluid. The Wafps refufing to agree
to this propofal, fu{ﬁciently convinced thejudge

on
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on which fide the rightlay, and he decreed the
honeycomb accordingly.

Foo AR TE ST XK T
The 0ld Man and Death.

AFeebIe Old Man quite fpent with carrying

aburthen of fticks, which with much labour
he had gathered in a neighbouring wood, called
upon death to releafe him from the fatigues he
endured. Death hearing the invocation, was
immediately at his elbow, and afked him what
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un-
expected appearance—O good fir! faid he, my
burthen had like to have flipt from me, and
being unable to recover it myfelf, I only im-
plored your affiftance to replace it on my fhould-
ers.

D " FABLE
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The Court and Country-Moufe.

AC ontented Country-Moufe had once the ho-
: nour to receive avilit from an old acquain-
tance belonging to the court. The Country-
moule, extremely glad to {ee her gueft, very
hofpitably fet before her the beft cheefe and ba-
con which her cottage afforded, and as to their
beverage, it was the pureft water from the {pring.
The repaft was homely indeed, but the welcome
hearty: they fate and chatted away the evening
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace
and quieinefs each to her little cell. The next
morning when the gueft was to take her leave,
fhe kindly prefled her country friend to accom-
pany her; fetting forth in very pompous terms,
the great elegance and plenty in which they lived
at court. The Gountry-Moufe was eafily pre-
vailed upon, and they fet out together. It was
late in the evening when they arrived at the
palace; however, in one of the rooms, they
found the remains ofafumptuousentertainment.
There were creams, and jellies, and fweetmeats;

and



ANCIENT FABLES. 35

and every thing, in fhort, of the moft delicate
kind: the cheefe was Parmefan, and they wetted
their whifkers in exquifite champaign. But be-
fore they had half finifhed their repait, they were
alarmed with the barking and fcratching of a
lap-dog; then the mewing of a cat frighted them
almoft to death; by and bye, a whole train of
fervants burlt into the room, and every thing
was {wept awayin an inftant. Ah! my dear
friend, {aid the Country-Moufe, as {foon as fhe
had recovered courage enough to fpeak, if
your fine living is thus interrupted with fears
and dangers, let me return to my plain food,
and my peaceful cottage: for what is eegance,
without eafe; or plenty, with an aching heart 2

i i - ke e LR T

The Fox and the Goat.

Fox and a Goat travelling together, inavery
fultry day, found themfelves exceedingly

. thirlty; when looking round the country in or-
der to dilcover a place where they might proba-
bly meet with water, they at length defcried a
clear fpring at the bottom of a pit. They both
- D2 eagerly
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eagerly defcended, and having fufhiciently allay-
ed their thirft, began to confider how they fhould
get out. Many expedients for that purpofe were
mutually propofed, and rejeted. At laft the
crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I have a
thought juft firuck into my mind, which I am
confident will extricate us out of our difhculty:
do you, faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf
up upon your hinder legs, and reft your fore
feet againft the fide of the pit. In this pofture,
I will climb up to your head, from whence I
fhall be able, with a {pring, to reach the top:
and when I am once there, you are fenfible it
will be very eafy for me to pull you out by the
horns. The {imple Goat liked the propofal well;
and immediately placed himfelf as directed: by
means of which, the Foxwithout much difficulty,
gained the top. Andnow, faid the Goat, give me
the afliftence you promifed. Thou old fool,
replied the Fox, had’ft thou but half as much
brains as beard, thou would’{t never have belie-
ved that Iwould hazard my own life to {ave thine.
However, I will leave with thee a piece of ad-
vice, which may be of fervice to thee hereafter,
if thou thould’ft have the good fortune to make
thy efcape: * Never venture into a pit again,

before
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before thou haft well confidered how to get out
of 1t.”

B A Bl B B X6 B

The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork.

A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com-

pany with fome Cranes, who were juft fet-
ting out ona party of pleafure, as they called it,
which in truth was to rob the filh-ponds of a
neighbouring Farmer. OQur fimple Stork a-
greed to make one; and it {o happened, that
they were all taken in the fa& The Cranes
having been old offenders, had very little to
fay for themfelves, and were prefently difpatch-
ed: but the Stork pleaded hard for his life; he
urged that it was his firft fault, that he was not
naturally addicted to ftealing fith, that he was
famous for piety to his parents, and in {hort,
for many other virtues. Your piety and wirtue,
faid the Farmer, may for aught I know be ex-
emplary; but your being in company with thieves
renders it very {ulpicious; and you muft there-
fore {ubmit with patience to fhare the fame pun-
Yhment with your companions.

Dj FABLE

G W N asg el e o
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The Qak and the Willow.

AConceited Willow had once the vanity to
challenge his mighty neighbour the Oak,
to a trial of ftrength. It was to be determined
by the next ftorm, and AEolus was addrefled by
both parties, to exert his moft powerful efforts.
This was no fooner afked than granted, and a
violent hurricane arofe: when the pliant Wil-
low, bending from the blaft, or fhrinking under
it, evaded all its force: while the generous
Oak difdaining to give way, oppolfed its fury,
and was tornupby the roots. Immediately the
Willow began to exult and to claim the victory:
when thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exul-
tation; Calleft thou this a trial of ftrength 2 Poor
wretch! not to thy firength, but weaknefs; not to
thy boldly facing danger, but meanly fkulking
from it, thou oweft thy prefent fafety. 1am an
Oak, though fallen; thouftilla Willow, though
unhurt: but who, except fo mean a wretch as
thyfelf, would prefer an ignominious life, prefer-

ved
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ved by craft or cowardice, to the glory of meet-
ing death in a brave contention?

FoiA s B L B XKV

The Boy and the Filberts.

ACertain Boy, as Epiftetus tells the fable,
put his hand into a pitcher, where great
plenty of figs and filberts were depofited: he
grafped as many as his fift could poflibly hold,
but when he endeavoured to pull it out, the
narrownefs. of the neck prevented him. Un-
willing to lofe any of them, but unable to draw
out his hand, he burft out into tears, and bit-
terly bemoaned his hard fortune. An honeft
fellow who ftood by, gave him this wife and
reafonable advice; Grafp only kalf the quan-
tity, my boy, and you will eafily fucceed.

EoOACBOE B XX

The Satyr and the Traveller.

A_ Poor man travelling in the depth of winter,
through a dreary foreft, no inn to receive
Dy him
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him, no human creature to befriend or comfort
him, was in danger of being ftarved to death.
At laft however he came to the cave of a Satyr,
where he intreated leave to reft a while, and
fhelter himfelf from the inclemency of the wea-
ther. The Satyr very civily complied with his
requeft. The man hadno {fooner entered, than
he began to blow his fingers. His hoft, fur-
prized at the novelty of the action, was curious
to know the meaning of it. Ido it, faid the
Traveller, to warm my frozen joints, which are
benumbed with cold. Prefently afterwards the
Satyr having prepared a mefs of kot gruel to re-
frefh his gueft, the man found it neceflary to
blow his porridge too. What, inquired the
Satyr, is not your gruel hof enough? Yes, re-
plied the Traveller, too hot; and I blow it to
make it cooler. Do you {fo? quoth the Satyr;
then get out of my cave as faft as you can: for
T defire to have no communication with a crea-
ture, that blows kot and cold with the fame breath.

FABLE
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The Horfe and the Stag.

EFORE the ufe of Horfes was known in

the world, one of thofe noble animals, hav-
ing been infulted by a Stag, and finding him-
felf unequal to his adverfary, applied to a man
for affiftance. The requeft was ealily granted,
and the man putting a bridle in his mouth, and
mounting upon his back, foon came up with
the Stag, and laid him dead at his enemy’s feet.
The Horfe having thus gratified his revenge,
thanked his auxiliary: And now will I return
in triumph, faid he, and reign the undifputed
lord of the foreft. By no means, replied the
man; I fhall have occafion for your fervices,
and you muft go home with me. So faying,
he led him to his hovel, where the unhappy
fteed fpent the remainder of his days in a labo-
rious fervitude; fenfible too late, ‘- that how
pleafing {oever revenge may appear, it always
cofts more to a generous mind than the purchafe
is worth.”

FABLE
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T he Farmer and his Sons.

Wealthy old Farmer, who had for fome
time declined in his health, perceiving

that he had not many days to live, called his
Sons together to his bed fide. My dear chil-
dren, faid the dying man, I leave it with you
as my laft injunétion, not to part with the farm
which bas been in our family thefe hundred
years: for to difclofe to you a fecret which
I received from my father, and which I now
think proper to communicate to you, there is
a trealure hid fomewhere in the grounds; though
I never could difcover the particular fpot where
it lies concealed. However, as foon as the har-
velt is got in, {pare no pains in the fearch, and
I am well aflured you will not lofe your la-
bour. The wife old man was no fooner laid
in his grave, and the time he mentioned arrived,
than his Sons went to work, and with great
vigour and alacrity turned up again and again
every foot of ground belonging to their farm:
the confequence of which was, although they
did not find the obje& of their purfuit, that
their
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their lands yielded a far more plentiful crop than
thofe of their neighbours. At the end of the
year, when they were fettling their accounts,
and computing their extraordinary profits, I
would venture a wager, faid one of the brothers
more acute than the reft, that this was the con-
cealed wealth my father meant. I am fure, at
leaft, we have found by experience, that ¢ In-

duflry is iwfdlf a treafure.”
Fe A b sl el XX VI

The Lion and the Gnat.

AVAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible in-
fet! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat
that was frilking about in the air near his den.
The Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked inful,
vowed revenge, and immediately fettled upon
the Lion’sneck. After havingfufficiently teized
him in that quarter, fhe quitted her ftation and
retired under his belly; and from thence made
her laft and moft formidable attack in his nof-
trils, where ftinging him almoft to madnefs, the
Lion at length fell down, utterly fpent with rage,
vexation, and pain. The Gnat having thus a-

bundantly
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bundantly gratified her refentment, flew off in
great exultation: but in the heedlefs tranfports
of her fuccefs, not {ufficiently attending to her
own fecurity, fhe found herfelf in her retreat
unexpectedly entangled in the web of a {pider;
who rufhing out inftantly upon her, put an end
at once to her triumph and her life.

This fable inftrués us, never to fuffer fuccefs
fo far to tranfport us, as to throw us off. our
guard againft a reverfe of fortune.

E ey A e X T

The Mifer and his Treafure.

AMifer having fcraped together a confidera-
ble {um of money, by denying himfelf the
common conveniencies of life, was much em-
barrafled where to lodgeitmoftfecurely. After
many perplexing debates with himfelf, he at
length fixed upon a corner in a retired field,
where he depofited his Treafure, and with it his
heart, in a hole which he dug for that purpofe.
His mind was now for a moment at eafe; but he
had not proceeded many paces in his way home,

when
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when all his anxiety returned; and he could
not forbear going back to {ee that every thing
was fafe. - Thisherepeated again and again; till
he was at laft obferved by a labourer who was
mending a hedge in anadjacent meadow. The
fellow concluding that fomething extraordinary
muft be the occafion of thefe frequent vifits,
marked the {fpot; and coming in the night in
order to examine it, he difcovered the prize, and
bore it off unmolefted. Early the next morn-
ing, the mifer again renewed his vifit; when
finding his treafure gone, he broke out into the
moft bitter exclamations. A traveller, who hap-
pened to be pafling by at the fame time, was
moved by his complaints to enquire into the oc-
cafion of them. Alas! replied the mifer, I have
fuftained the moft cruel and irreparable lofs!
fome villain has robbed me of a fum of money,
which I buryed under this flone no longer ago
than yefterday. Buryed! returned the traveller
with furprize; avery extraordinary method truly
of difpofing of your riches! Why did you not
rather keep them in your houfe, that they might
be ready for yourdaily occafions? Daily occafions!
refumed the mifer, with an air of much indigna-
tion; do you imagine I{o little know the value of

money,
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money, as to {uffer it to be run away with by
occafions? on the contrary, I had prudently refolved
not to touch a finglefhilling of it.  If that was
your wife refolution, anfwered the traveller, I
fee no fort of reafon for your being thus afflic-
ted: it is but putting this flone in the place of
your Treafure, and it will anfwer all your pur-
poles full as well.

B oA S s B D

Minerva’s Olive.

TH E gods, fay the heathen mythologifts,
have each of them their favourite tree. Ju-
piter preferred the oak, Venus the myrtle, and
Pheebus the laurel; Cybele the pine, and Her-
cules the poplar. Minerva, continues the my-
thologift, furprized they fhould choofe barren
trees, alked Jupiter the reafon. Itis, faid he,
to prevent any fulpicion that we confer the hon-
our we do them, for the fake of their fruit. Let
folly fufpe& what it pleafes, returned Minerva;
I fhallnot fcruple to acknowledge, that I make
choice of the Olive for the ufefulnefs of its fruit.
O daughter, replied the father of the gods, itis

with




ANCIENT FABLEPS a7

with juftice that men efteem thee wife; for no-
thing is truly valuable that is not u/feful.

O W S T e TR 1

The Mimick and the Countryman.

EN often judge wrong from fome foolith

prejudice; and whilft they perfift in the
defence of their miftakes, are fometimes brought
to thame by inconteftible evidence.

A certain wealthy patrician, intending to treat
the Roman people with fome theatrical enter-
tainments, publithed a reward to any one who
could furnifh out a new or uncommon diverfi-
on. Excited by emulation, the artifts affembled
from all parts; among whom, a mimick well
known for his arch wit, gave out that he had a
kind of entertainment that had never yet been
produced upon any ftage.

This report being fpread about, brought the
whole city together. The theatre could hardly
contain the number of fpe@ators. And when
the artift appeared alone upon the ftage, without

any
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any apparatus, without any prompter or afhft-

ant, curiofity and fufpence kept the fpedtators
in a profound filence.

On a fudden the performer thruft down his
head into his bofom, and mimicked the {queak-
ing of a young pig fo naturally, that the au-
dience infifted upon it, he had one under his
cloak, and ordered him to be fearched. Which
being done, and nothing appearing, they load-
ed the man with encomiums, and honoured
him with the molt extravagant applaufe.

A Country fellow obferving what paft—*‘Faith
fayshe, I can do this better than he: and imme-
diately gave out that he would perfom the
{ame much better the next day. Accordingly,
greater crowds aflembled: prepoflefled however
in favour of the firft artift, they fit prepared to
laugh at the clown, rather than to judge fairly
of his performance.

They both came out upon the ftage. The
mimick grunts away frft, is received with vaift
aplaufe, and the loudeft acclamations. Then
the countryman pretending that he concealed

a little
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little pig under his cloak, (which in fa& he did)
pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him
{queak. The people exclaimed aloud that the
firt performer had imitated the pig much
more naturally, and would haved hiffed the
countryman off the ftage: but he produced the
real pig from his bofom, and convincing them
by a vifible proof of their ridiculous error;
See, gentlemen, {ays he, what pretty fort of judges
you are.

Fidelsia B ot B o Xk T

The Dog and the Crocodile.

‘ ‘ 7 E can never be too carefully guarded a-
gainft a connedtion with perfons of a
fufpicious charaéter.

As a Dog was courfling the banks of the Nile,
he grew thirfty; but fearing to be feized by the
montfters of that river, he would not ftop to fa-
tiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro-
codile raifing his head above the furface of the
water, alked him, Why he was in fuch a hurry?
Hehad often,hefaid, wifhed forhisacquaintance,
and fhould be glad to embrace the prefent op-

E portunity.

LI T ——



50 ANCIENT FABLES.

portunity. You do me great honour, faid the
Dog, but it is to aveid fuch companions as you,
that I am in fo much hafte.

Pl AseBaLE o B o X1IE
The Wolf in Difguife.

D ESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay

themfelves open to difcovery, by over-a&t-
ing their parts.

A Wolf who by his frequent vifits to a flock
of theep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex-
tremely well known to them, thought it expe-
dient, for the more fucceflsfully carrying on his
depredations, to appear in a new chara&er. To
this end he difguifed himfelf in a fhepherd’s
habit; and refting his fore-feet upon a ftick,
which ferved him by way of crook, he {oftly
made his approaches towards the fold. It hap-
pened that the thepherd and his dog were both
of them extended on the grafs, faft afleep; fo
that he would certainly have fucceeded in his
project, if he had not imprudently attempted to
imitate the fhepherd’s voice. The horrid noife
awakened them both: when the Wolf, encum-

bered
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bered with his difguife, and finding it impoffi-
ble either to refift, or to flee, yielded up his
life an ealy prey to the thepherd’s dog.

| et (O 2 Sl IRl el 6
The Bee and the Spider.

TH E Bee and the Spider once entered into
a warm debate, which was the better artift.
The Spider urged her {kill in the mathematics;
and aflerted that no one was half fo well ac-
quainted as herfelf with the conftru&tion of
lines, angles, fquares, and circles: that the web
the daily wove was a fpecimen of art inimitable
by any other creature in the univerfe: and be-
fides, that her works were derived from her-
felf alone, the produ& of her own bowels;
whereas the boalted honey of the bee, was ftolen
from every herb and flower of the field; nay,
that fhe had obligations even to the meaneft
weeds.  To this the Bee replied, that the was
in hopes the art of extrading honey from the
meanelt weeds, would at leaft have been allow-
ed her as an excellence; and that as to her fteal-
ing {weets from the herbs and flowers of the-

field
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field, her fkill was there fo confpicuous, that no
flower ever {uffered the leaft dimunition of 1ts
fragrance from fo delicate an operation. Then,
as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the
conftru&tion of lines and angles, the believed fhe
might fafely reft the merits of her caufe, on the
regularity alone of her combs;but fince the could
add to this, the fweetnefs and excellence of her
honey, and the various purpofes to which her
wax was employed, fhe had nothing to fear from
a comparifon of her fkill with that of the wea-
ver of a flim{y cobweb; for the value of every
art, fhe oblerved, is chiefly to be eftimated by
its ufe.

ey - Gl i D VSR, 4 BT
The Afs and his Mafter.

A Diligent Afs, that had long ferved a {evere
mafter, daily loaded beyond his ftrength,
and kept but at very fhort commons, happened
one day in his old age to be opprefled with a
burthen of earthen-ware. His ftrength being
much impaired, and the road deep and uneven,
he unfortunately made a trip, and unable to

YeCcover
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recover himfelf, fell down, and broke all the
vellels to pieces. His Mafter tranfported with
rage, began to beat him with great violence.
To whom the poor Afs, lifting up his head as
he lay on the ground, thus ftrongly remonfira-
ted: Unfeeling wretch! to thy own avaritious
cruelty, in firft pinching me of food, and then
loading me beyond my ftrength, thou oweft
the misfortune which thou fo unjuftly imputeft
to me.

B 809 By illoj 1 e 0, B VR

The Cock and the Fox.

AN experienced old Cock was fetting him-
{elf to rooft upon a high bough, when a
Fox appeared under the tree. I am come, faid
the artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the
name of all my brethren, that a general peace
is concluded between your whole family and
ours. Defcend immediately I befeech you, that
we may mutually embrace upon fo joyful and
unexpected an event. My good friend, replied
the Cock, nothing .could be more agreeable to
me than this news: and to hear it from you in-
creafes my fatisfadtion.  But I fpy two grey-

hounds



54 ANCIENT FABLES.

hounds at a diftance coming this way, who are
probably difpatched as couriers with the treaty.
As they run very fwiftly, and will certainly be
here in a few minutes, I will wait their arrival,
that we may all four embrace together. Rey-
nard well knew that if this was the cafe, it was
no time for him to remain there any longer:
pretending therefore to be in great hafte; adieu,
faid he, for the prefent; we will referve our re-
joicings to another opportunity: upon which he
darted into the woods with all imaginable ex-
pedition. Old Chanticleer no fooner faw him
depart, than he crowed abundantly jn the tri-
amph of his artifice: for by a harmlefs ftrata-
gem to difappoint the malevolent intentions of
thofe who are endeavouring to deceive us to
our ruin, is not only innocent, but laudable.

i Ukl 5 el delig B I | o
The Eagle and the Crow.

O miftake our own talents, or over-rate

our abilities, 1s always ridiculous, and {fome-
times dangerous.

An Eagle, from the top of a high mountain,
made a ftoopat a lamb, pounced it, and bore it
away
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away to her young. A Crow, who had built
her neft in a cedar near the foot of the rock, ob-
{erving what paffed, was ambitious of perform-
ing the fame exploit: and darting from her
neft, fixed her talons in the fleece of another
lamb. But neither able to move her prey, nor
difentangle her feet, fhe was taken by the fhep-
herd, and carried away for his children to play
with: who eagerly enquiring whatbird it was,—
An hourago, faid he, fhe fancied herfelf an Ea-
gle; however, I fuppofe the is by this time
convinced that the is but a Crow.

| AR W ) ol O DN 1 T
The Farmer and the Stag.

Stag, who had left at fome diftance a pack

of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and defir-

ed he would fuffer him to hide himfelfin a little
coppice which joined to his houfe. The Farmer,
on condition that he would forbear to enter a
field of wheat, which lay before him, and was
now ready for the fickle, immediately gave him
leave, and promifed not to betray him. The
{quire with his train inftantly appeared, and in-
E 4 quiring



6 ANGLENTSFABLES.

quiring whether he had not {een the Stag; No,
faid the Farmer, he has not pailed this way,
I affure you: but, in order to curry favour at
the {fame time with his worthip, he pointed flily
with his finger to the place where the poor
beaft lay concealed. This however, the fporti-
man, intent on his game, did not obferve, but
pafled on with his dogs acrofs the very field.
As foon as the Stag perceived they were gone,
he prepared to fteal off, without fpeaking a
word. Methinks, cryed the Farmer, you might
thank me, at lealt, for the refuge I havye afford-
ed you: Yes, faid the Stag,and had your hands
been as honeft as your tongue, I certainly
fhould; but all the return that a double dealer

has to expel, is a jult indignation and con-
tempt.

A e ) SO R i b,

The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox.

ALion and a Tyger jointly feized on a young
fawn, which they immediately killed. This
they had no fooner performed, than they fell
to fighting, in order to decide whofe property
it fhould be. The battle was fo bloody, and

{o
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fo obftinate, that they were both compelled,
thro’ wearinefs and lofs of blood, to defift;
and lay down by mutual confent, ttally difabled.
At this inftant, a wily Fox unluckily came by;
who, perceiving their fituation, made bold to
{eize the contefted prey, and bore it off unmo-
lefted. As foon as the Lion could recover
breath, How foolifh, faid he, has been our con-
duct! Inftead of being contented as we ought,
with our refpeétive fhares; our fenfelels rage has
rendered us unable to prevent this rafcally Fox
from defrauding us of the whole.

Foru Ay o o I,

The Lion and the Afs. .

Conceited Afs had once the impertinence

to bray forth fome contemptuous {peeches
againft the Lion. The fuddennefs of the in-
fult, at firlt raifed fome emotions of wrath in
his breaft: but turning his head and perceiving
from whence it came, they immediately fubfid-
ed, and he very fedately walked on, without
deigning to honour the contemptible creature,
even {o much as with an angry word.

FABLE
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The Snake and the Hedge-hog.

IT is by no means prudent to join interefts
with fuch as have it in their power to im-
pole upon us their own conditions.

By the entreaties of a Hedge-hog half ftarved
with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to re-
ceive him into hercell. He was no {fooner en-
tered, than his prickles began to be very unea-
{fy to his companion: upon which the Snake
defired he would provide himfelf another lodg-
ing, as fhe found her apartment was not large
enough to accommodate both. Nay, faid the
hedge-hog, let them that are uneafyin their fitu-
ation exchange it; for my own part, I am very
well contented where I am; and if you are not,
you are welcome to remove whenever you

think proper.

FABLE
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The Trumpeter:

A Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to
be taken prifoner. He was ordered imme-
diately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for
himfelf, that it was unjuft a perfon fhould fuf-
fer death, who, far from an intention of mife
chief, did not even wear an offenfive weapon.
So much the rather, replied one of the enemy,
fhalt thou die; fince without any defign of fight-
ting thyfelf, thou exciteft others to the bloody bufi-
nefs: for he that is the abettor of a bad a&ion, is
at lealt equally guilty with him that commits it.

: YL S TS B e

* Vice and Fortune.

ORTUNE and Vice, according to Plu-
tarch, had once a violent conteft which of

* This fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord Boling-
broke, in his Philofophical Trads.

them
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them had it moft in their power to make man-
kind unhappy. Fortune boafted that fhe could
take from men every external good; and bring
upon them every external evil.  Be it fo, re-
plied Vice; but this is by no means {ufficient
to make them miferable, without my affiftance:
whereas without yours, I am able to render
them completely fo; nay, in fpite too of all
your endeavours to make them happy.

¥ AsaB oy o Bl s RIS

The Bear and the Becs.

ABear happened to be ftung by a Bee; the
pain was {o acute, that in the madnefs of
revenge heran into the garden, and overturned
the hive, vowing the deftruction of the whole
race. This outrage provoked their anger to a
high degree,and brought the /warm upon him.
in all this fury They attacked him with
fuch violence, that his life was in danger, and
it was with the utmolt dificulty that he made
his efcape, wounded from head to tail. In this
defperate condition, lamenting his misfortune,
and licking his fores, he could not forbear re-

fletting
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fle(ting, how much more advifeable it had been
to have patiently acquiefced under one injury,
than thus by an unprofitable refentment to have
provoked a thoufand.
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The Miller, his Son, and their Afs.

AMiller and his Son were driving their Afs
to market, in order to fell him. That
he might get thither frefh and in good condi-
tion, they drove him on gently before them.
They had not gone far, when they met a com-
pany of travellerss Sure, fay they, you are
mighty careful of your Afs: methinks one of
you might as well get up and ride, as let him
walk on at his eale, while you trudge after him
on foot. In compliance with this advice, the
Old Man fet his Son upon the beaft. They

¥ had
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had fcarce advanced a quarter of a mile further,
when they met another company. Youidle young
rogue, faid one of the party, why don’t you
get down, and let you poor father ride? Upon
this, the old man made his Son difmount, and
got up himfelf. In this manner they had not
marched many furlongs, when a third company
began to infult the father. You hard-hearted,
unnatural wretch, fay they, how can you {uffer
that poor lad to wade through the dirt, while
you like an alderman ride at your eafe? The
good natured miller ftood corretted, and im-
mediately took his Son up behind him. And
now, the next man they met exclaimed with
more vehemence and indignation than all the
reft. Was there ever fuch a couple of lazy
boobies? to overload in fo unconfcionable a
manner a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs
able to carry them than they are to carry him:
The good old man, perplexed with variety of
opinions, was half inclined to make the experi-
ment, but was fufliciently” convinced by this
time, that there cannot be a more fruitlefs at-
tempt, than to endeavour to pleafe all mankind.

FABLE
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The Sorcerefs.

NIGHT and filence had now given repofe
to the whole world; when an old illnatur-
ed Sorcerefs, in order to exercife her infernal
arts, entered into a gloomy wood, that trembled
at her approach. The {cene of her horrid in-
cantations was within the circumference of a
large circle; in the center of which an altar was
raifed, where the hallowed vervain blazed in
triangular flames, while the mifchievous hag
pronounced the dreadful words,which bound all
hell in obedicnce to her charms. She blows
a raging peftilence from her lips into the neigh-
bouring folds; the innocent cattle die, to afford
a fit facrifice to the infernaldeities. The moon,
by powerful {pells drawn down from her orb,
enters the wood: legions of {pirits from Pluto’s
realms appear before the altar, and demand her
pleafure. Tell me, faid {he, where I fhall find
what I have loft, my favorite little dog. How!
—cryed they all, enraged—Impertinent Bel-
dame! muft the order of nature be inveried, and

F o the
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the repole of every creature difturbed, for the fake
of thy lutle dog?

Bl L~ E I11.

The Camelion.

WO travellers happened on their journey

to be engaged in awarm difpute about the
colour of the Camelion. One of them affirmed
that it was blue; that he had feen it with his own
eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding
on the air, in avery clearday. The other firong-
ly aferted that it was green, and that he had
viewed it very clofely and minutely on the
broad leaf of a fig tree.  Both of them were po-
fitive, and the difpute was rifing to a quarrel:
but a third perfon luckily coming by, they a-
greed to refer the queftion to his decifion. Gen-
tlemen, faid the arbitrator, with a {mile of great
felf-fatisfaction, you could not have been more
lucky in your reference, as I happen to have
caught one of them laft night: but indeed you
are both miftaken, for the creature 1s totally
black. Black! cryed they both; impofhible! Nay
quoth the umpire, with greataflurance, the mat-
ter

o b el L



MODERN FABLES. 6g

ter may {foon be decided, for I immediately en-
clofed my Camelion in a little paper box, and
here he is.  So faying, he drew it out of his
pocket, opened his box, and behold it was as
white as fnow. The pofitive difputants looked
equally f{urprifed, and equally confounded:
while the fagacious reptile, affuming the air of
a philofopher, thus admonifhed them: ye chil-
dren of men, learn diffidence and moderation in
your opinions. Tis true, you happen, in the
prefent inftance to be all in the right, and have
only confidered the fubject under different cir-
cumfitances; but pray, for the future, allow o-
ther men to have ¢yefight as well as yourfelves;
nor wonder if every one prefers the teftimony
of his own [enfes, to that of another’s.

LT el o ] Tl

The Wolf and the Lamb.

AFIock of fheep were feeding in a meadow,
while their dogs were afleep, and their
fhepherd at a diftance playing on his pipe be-
neath the fhade of a {preading elm. A young

unexperienced Lamb, obferving a half-ftarved
F 3 Wolf
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Wolf peeping throw the pales of the enclofure,
entered into converfation with him. Pray,
what are you feeking for here? faid the Lamb.
I am looking, replyed the Wolf, for fome ten-
der grafs; for nothing, youknow, is more plea-
fant than to feed in a frefh pafture, and to flake
ones thirft at a cryftal fiream: both which, I
perceive, you enjoy within thefe pales in their
utmoft perfeGtion. Happy creature! continued
he, how much I envy you your lot! who are
in pofleflion of the utmoft I defire: for I have
long been taught by philofophy, to be fatisfi’d
with a little. Itfeems then, returned the lamb,
that thofe who fay you feed on flefh, accufe
you falfely, fince a little grafs will eafily con-
tent you. If this be true, let us for the future
live like brethren, and feed together. So fay-
ing, the fimple Lamb imprudently crept through
the fence, and became at once a prey to our
pretended philofopher, and a facrifice to her

own inexperience and credulity.

FABLE
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The Fox and the Bramble.

AFox clofely purfued by a pack of dogs, took
A fhelter under the covert of a Bramble. He
rejoiced in this aflyllam, and for a while was ve-
ry happy: but foon found, that if he attempted
to {tir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles
on every fide. However, making a virtue of
neceflity, he forbore to complain; and comfort-
ed himfelf with refleting, that no b/ifs is perfed;
that good and evil are mixt, and flow from the
Jame fountain. Thefe briars indeed, faid he,
will tear my fkin a little, yet they keep off the
dogs. For the fake of the good then, let me
bear the evil with patience: each bitter has its
fweet, and thefe Brambles though they wound
my fle/h, preferve my life from danger.

F4 FABLE
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T he Falcon and the Hen.

D IFFERENT circumftances make the fame

aftion right orwrong, a virtue or a vice.

Of all the creatures I ever knew, {aid a Falcon
to a Hen, you are certainly the moftungrateful.
What inftance of ingratitude, replied the Hen,
can you jultly charge upon me? The greatelt,
returned the Falcon; ingratitude to your high-
eft benefactors, men. Do they not feed you
every day, and fhelter you every night? Never-
thelefs, when they endeavour to court you to
them, youungratefully forget all their kindnefs,
and fly from them as from an enemy. Now I,
who am wild by nature, and no way obliged to
them; yet upon the lealt of their carefles, fuffer
mylelftobe taken, and go, orcome at their com-
mand. All thisis very true, replied the hen, but
there may be a {uflicient reafon both for my fear,
and for your familiarity: 1 believe you never faw a
fingle Falcon roafling at the fire; whereas I have
feen a hundred Hens trufled for that purpofe.

FABLE
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The Travellers and the Money-bag.

AS two men were travelling on the road, one
of them efpied a bag of money lying on
the ground and picking it up, I amin luck this
morning, faid he, I have found a Bag of Money.
Yesi rephed the other; though, methmks, you
thould not fay I, but We have found it; for
when two friends are travelling together, they
ought equally to fhare in any accidental good
fortune that may happen to attend them. No,
replied the former, it was I that found it, and I
mutlt infift upon keeping it. He had no fooner
fpoken the words, than they were alarmed with
a hue and cry after a thief, who had that morn-
ing taken a purfe upon the road. Lord, fays
the finder, this is extremely unfortunate, we
fhall certainly be feized. Good Sir, replied
the other, be pleafed not to fay We but I: as
you would not allow me a fhare in the prize,
you have no right to make me a partner in the

punzfhment.

FABLE
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- The difcontented Afs.

IN the depth of winter a poor Afs prayed
heartily for the {pring, that he might ex-
change a cold lodging, and a heartlefs trufs of
{ftraw, for a little warm weather and a mouthful
of frefh grafs.- In a fhort time, according to
his with, the warm weather, and the frefh grafs
came on; but brought with them fo much toil
and bufinefs, that he was foon as weary of the
fpring as before of the winter; and he now be-
came impatient for the approach of fummer.
Summer arrives: but the heat, the harveft-work,
and other drudgeries and inconveniencies of
the feafon, fet him as far from happinefs as be-
fore; which he now flattered himfelf would be
found in the plenty of autumn. But here too
he is difappointed; for what with the carrying
of apples, roots, fewel for the winter, and other
provifions, he was in autumn more fatigued
than ever. Having thus trod round the circle
of the year, ina courfe of reftlefs labour, uneali-
nefs and difappointment; and found no feafon,
nor ftation of life, without its bufinefs and its

trouble;
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trouble; he was forced at laft to acquiefce in the
cold comfort of winter, where his complaint be-
gan: convinced that in this world there is no érue

happinefs. '
EicA B s dniedot el

The two Springs.

TWO Springs which iffued from the fame
mountain, began their courfe together:
one of them took herway in a filent and gentle
ftream, while the other rufhed along with a
founding and rapid current. Sifter, faid the
latter, at the rate you move, you will probably
be dried up before you advance much farther:
whereas, for myfelf, I will venture a wager, that
within two or three hundred furlongs I fhall
become navigable, and after diftributing com-
merce and wealth wherever I flow, I fhall ma-
jeftically proceed to pay my tribute to the ocean:
fo farewel, dear fifter, and patiently fubmit to
your fate. Her fifter made no reply; but calm-
ly defcending to the meadows below, increafed
her fiream by numberlefs little rills, which fhe
colle@ted in her progrefs, till at length fhe was

enabled
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enabled to rife into a confiderable river: whilft the
proud ftream, who had the vanity to depend
folely on her own fufficiency, continued a fhal-
low brook, and was glad at laft to be helped for-
ward, by throwing herfelf into the arms of her
defpifed fifter.

it s Gl 6 R CR 7 e

The Butterfly and the Rofe.

Fine powdered Butterfly fell in love with

a beautiful Rofe, who expanded hercharms
in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were {oon
adjufted between them, and they mutually vow-
ed eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfectly fa-
tisfied with the fuccefs of his amour, took a
tender leave of his miftrefs, and did not return
again till noon. What! faid the Rofe, when
fhe faw him approaching, is the ardent paflion
you vowed, {o foon extinguifthed ? It is an age
fince you paid me a vifit. But no wonder; for
I obferved you courting by turns every flower
in the garden. You little coquet, replyed the
Butterfly, it well becomes you truely, to reproach
me with my gallantries; when in fact I only co-

Py
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py the example which you yourfelf have fet me.
For, not to mention the {atisfation with which
you admitted the kiffes of the fragrant zephyr;
did I not fee you difplaying your charms to the
bee, the fly, the wafp, and in fhort, encouraging
and receiving the addrefles of every buzzing
infedt that fluttered within your view?

If you will be a coquet, you muft expeét to
find me inconftant.

Eod A dB el el
The Tortoife and the two Ducks.

ANITY and idle curiofity are qualities
which generally prove deftruive to thofe
who fuffer themfelves to be governed by them.

A Tortoife, weary of pafling her days in the
{fame obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful in-
clination to vifit foreign countries.” Two Ducks,
whom the fimple Tortoife acquainted with her
intention, undertook to oblige her upon the
occafion. Accordingly they told her, that if the
would faften her mouth to the middle of a pole,

they
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they would take the two ends, and tranfport
her wherever the chofe to be conveyed. The
Tortoife approved of the expedient; and every
thing being prepared, the Ducks began their
flightwith her. Theyhad not travelled far in the
_air, when they were met by a crow, who en-
quiring what they were bearing along, they re-
plyed, the queen of the Tortoifes. The Tortoife,
vain of the new and unmerited appellation,
was going to confirm the title, when opening
her mouth for that purpofe, thelet go her hold,
~and was dafhed to pieces by her fall.

 Tila o i 2rnl iR 3 i, <
The Cat and the old Rat.

Certain CGat had made fuch unmerciful ha-

voc among the vermin of his neigbhour-
hood, that not a fingle Rat or Moufe dared ven-
ture to appear abroad. Pufs was foon convin-
ced, that if affairs remained in their prefent {i-
tuation, he muft be totally unfupplied with pro-
vifion. After mature deliberation therefore, he
refolved to have recourfe to {tratagem. For this
purpole, he fufpended himfelf from a fhelfwith
% his
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his head downwards, pretending to be dead.
The Rats and Mice obferving him, as they peep-
ed from their holes, in this dangling attitude,
concluded he was hanged for fome mifdemea-
nor; and with great joy immediately fallied
forth in queft of their prey. Pufs, as foon as a
fufficient number were colleted together, quit-
ting hold, dropped into the midft of them; and
very few had the fortune to make good their
retreat.  This artifice having fucceeded fo well,
he was encouraged to try the event of a fecond.
Accordingly. he whitened his coat all over, by
rolling himfelf in a heap of flour, and in this
difguife lay concealed in the bottom of a meal
tub. This firatagem was executed in general
with the fame effe@ as the former. But an old
experienced Rat, altogether as cunning as her
adverfary, was not fo eafily enfnared. I don’t
much like, faid fhe, that white heap yonder;
fomething whifpers me, there is mifchief con-
cealed under it. 'Tis true, it may be meal; but
it may likewife be fomething that I fhall not
relifh quite fo well. There can be no harm, at
leaft, in keeping at a proper diftance: for caution,
I am fure, is the parent of fecurity.

FABLE
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The Country Maid and her Milk-pail.

7 H E N men fuffer their imaginations to

amule them with the profpe& of diftant

and uncertain imprévements of their condition;

they frequently fuftain real loffes, by their in-

attention to thofe affairs in which they are im-
mediately concerned.

A Country Maid-was walking very delibe-
rately with a pail of milk upon her head, when
fhe fell into the following train of refleétions.
The money for which I fhall {ell this Milk, will
enable me to increafe my flock of eggs to three
hundred. Thefe eggs, allowing for what may
prove addle, and what may be deftroyed by
vermin, will produce at leaft two hundred and
fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to car-
ry to market about Chriftmas, when poultry al-
ways bear a good price: fo that by May-day, I
cannot fail of having money enough to pur-
chafe a new gown. Green—Iect me confider,—
yes, green becomes my complexion belt, and

green
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green it fhall be. In this drefs I will go to the
fair, where all the young fellows will firive to
have me for a partner: but I fhall perhaps re-
fufe every one of them, and with an air of dif-
dain tofs from them—Tranfported with this tri-
umphant thought, fhe could not forbear alting
with her kead what thus pafled in her imaginati-
on; when down came the Pail of Milk, and all
her imaginary happinefs vanithed in a moment.

Beo X B 1B XN

The Cormorant and the Fifhes.

T is very imprudent to truft an enemy, or
even a ftranger, fo far as to put one’s {felf in
his power.

A Cormorant whofe eyes were become fo dim
by age, that he could not difcern his prey at the
bottom of the waters, bethought himfelf of a
ftratagem to fupply his wants. Hark you, friend,
faid he to a Gudgeon whom he obferved fwim-
ing near the furface of a certain canal, if you
have any regard for yourfelf or your brethren,

go this moment and acquaint them from me,
G that
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that the owner of this piece of water is deter-
mined to drag it a week hence. The Gudgeon
immediately fwam away, and made his report
of this terrible news to a general aflembly of the
Fith; who unanimouflyagreed to fend him back
as their embaffador to the Cormorant. The pur-
port of his commilflion was to return him their
thanks for the intelligence; and to add their 1n-
treaties, that, as he had been fo good as to in-
form them of their danger, he would be graci-
oufly pleafed to put them into a method of el-
caping it. That I will moftreadily, returned the
artful Cormorant, and aflift you with my beft
fervices into the bargain. You have only to
colle@t yourfelves together at the top of the
water, and I will undertake to tranfport you
one by one to my own re¢fidence, by the fide of a

{olitary pool, to which no ¢reature but myfelf

ever found the way. The projeét was perfectly
well approved by the wnwary Fifh, and with
great expedition executed by the deceitful Cor-
morant; who having placed them in a fhallow
water, the bottom of which hiseye could ealily
difcern, they were all devoured by him in their
turns, as his hunger or his luxury required.

FABLE
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FilA B Bdseys

The Atheift and the Acorn.

T was the fool who faid in his heart, There

s no God: into the breaft of a wife man, {uch

a thought could never have entered. One of
thofe refined Reafoners commonly called Mi-
nute Philofophers, was fitting at his eafe beneath
the thade of a large oak, while at his fide the
weak branches of a pumpion were trailed upon
the ground. This put our great logician into
his old train of reafoning againft providence.
Is it confiftent with common fenfe, {aid he, that
infinite wifdom fhould create fo large and {tately
a tree, with branches of fuch prodigious firength,
to bear fo fmall and infignificant a fruit as an
acorn? Or that {fo weak a ftem as that of a pum-
pion, thould be loaded with fo difproportioned
a weight? A child may fee the abfurdity of it.
In the midft of this curious {peculation, down
droptan Acorn, from one of the higheft branch-
es of the oak, full upon his head. How {mall
a trifle may overturn the fyftems of mighty phi-
lofophers! Struck with the accident, he could not
G 2 help



84 MODERN FABLES.

help crying out, How providential it is that this
was not a pumpion.!

Pl Bl e E, X VL

. The Lynx and the Mole.

NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the
foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his
tecth, and waiting for his prey; he efpyed a
Mole, concealed under a hillock of her own
raifing. Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx,
how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been
very unkind, to debar thee from the light of
the day, which rejoices the whole creation.
Thou art certainly not above half alive; and
it would be doing thee a fervice, to put an end
to {o unanimated a being. I thank you for
your kindnefs, replyed the Mole, but I think I
have full as much vivacity as my ftate and cir-
cumftances require. For the reft, I am perfe&-
ly well contented with the faculties which Ju-
piter has allotted me, who I am fure wants not
our direftion in dlﬁrlbutmg his glfts with pro-
j/Tlety I have nOt tlS true your plerClnG eyes
but I have ecars which anfwer all my purpofes
full
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full as well. Hark! for example, I am warned,
by a noife which I hear behind you, to fly
from danger. So faying, he {lunk into the
earth, while a Javelin from the arm of a hunter,
picrced this quick-fighted Lynx to the heart.

¥eot Ao Beg v Eot w3 VAT

The Spider and the Silk-worm.

TE"HOSE arts are moft valuable, which are
of greateft ufe.

A Spider bufied in {preading his web from
one fide of the room to the other, was afked by
an induftrious Silk-worm, to what end he {pent
fo much time and labour, in making fuch a
number of lines and circles? The Spider angri-
ly replyed, Do not difturb me, thou ignorant
thing: I tranfmit my ingenuity to poflerity, and
Jame is the objeét of my wifhes.  Juft as he had
fpoken, Sufan the chambermaid, coming into
the room to feed her Silk-worms, faw the Spi-
der at his work; and with one ftroke of her
broom, {weeps him away, and deﬁroys at once
his labours, and his hopes of fame.

G3 FABLE
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. ooA baiBd Jeol F XVIII.
The Bee and the ly.

A Bee oblerving a Fly frifking about her hive,
"X afked him in a very paflionate tone, what
he did there? Is it for fuch {fcoundrels as you,
faid f{he, to intrude into the company of the
queens of the air? You have great reafon true-
ly, replyed the Fly, to be out of humour: Iam
fure they muft be mad, who would have any
concern with fo quarrelfome a nation. And
why fo? thou faucy malapert, returned the en-
raged Bee; we have the beft laws, and are go-
verned by the beft policy in the world. We
feed upon the moft fragrant flowers, and all our
bufinefs is to make honey: honey, which equals
nectar, thou unfavory wretch, who livelt upon
nothing but putrefadtion and excrement. We
live as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope,
is no crime; but paflion #s one I am fure. The
honey you make, is fweet I grant you; but
your heart is all bitternefs: for to be revenged
on an enemy, youll deftroy your own life;
and are fo inconfiderate in yourrage, as to do
more mifchief to yourfelf than to your adverfa-

Ty.
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ry. Take myword for it, one had better have
lefs confiderable talents, and ufe them with more
difcretion.

| DLy, Sl Rl Uk IR G0 G 0.4

Genius, Virtue, ‘and Repuiation.

GENI US, Virtue, and Reputation, three
great friends, agreed to travel over the
ifland of Great Britain, to {fee whatever might
be worthy of obfervation. But as fome mistor-
tune, faid they, may happen to feparate us; let
us confider before we fet out, by what means
we may find each other again. Should it be
my ill fate, faid Genius, to be {evered from my
friends, which heaven forbid! you may find
me kneeling in devotion before the tomb of
Shakefpear; or rapt in fome grove where Mil-
. ton talked with angels; or mufing in the grotto
where Pope caught infpiration. Virtue, with
a figh, acknowledged, that her friends werenot
Very numerous: but were I to lofe you,fhe cry-
ed, with whom I am at prefent fo happily uni-
ted; I thould chufe to take fanétuary in the tem-
ples of religion, in the palaces of royalty, or in
the ftately domes of minifters of flate: but as it

G4 may
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may be my ill fortune to be there denyed admit-
tance, enquire for fome cottage where Content-
ment has a bower, and there you will certainly
find me. Ah, my dear friends, faid Reputati-
on very, earneftly, you I perceive, when miffing,
may poflibly be recovered; but take care, I in-
treat you, always to keep fight of me, for if I
am once loft, I am never to be retrieved.

Fo s B el B i XX

The Court of Death.

EATH, the king of terrors, on the anni-
verfary of his coronation, was determined

to chufe his prime minifter. His pale courtiers,
the ghalltly train of difeafes, were all fummoned
to attend, and each preferred his claim to the
honour of this illuftrious office. Fever urged
the numbers he deftroyed; cold Palfy fet forth
his pretentions, by fhaking all his limbs; and
Dropfy, by his {welled unwieldly carcafe. Gout
hobbled up, and alledged his great power in
racking every joint; and Afthma’s inability to
{peak, was a ftrong, tho’ filent argument in fa-
vour of his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded
their violence; Plague, his rapid progrefs in
de-
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deftruction; and confumption, tho’ flow, infifted
that he was fure. In the midft of this conten-
tion, the court was difturbed with the noife of
mufic, dancing, feafting, and revelry; when im-
mediately entered a lady, with abold lafcivious
air, and a flufhed and jovial countenance: fhe
was attended on one hand by a troop of cooks
and bacchanals; and on the other, by a train
of wanton youths and damfels, who danced
half naked to the {fofteft mufical inftruments.
Her name was Intemperance. She waved her
hand, and thus addrefled the crowd of difeafes.
Give way, ye fickly band of pretenders, nor
dare to vie with my fuperior merits in the fer-
vice of this great monarch. Am not I your
parent? the author of your beings? Do ye not
derive your power of fhortening human life,
almoft wholly from me? Who then {o fit as I
myfelf, for this important office? The grifly
Monarch grinned a fmile of approbation, placed
her at his right hand, and fhe immediately be-
came his prime favourite, and principal minifter,

FABLE
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Induftry and Sloth.

HOW many live in the world as ufelels, as
if they had never been born? They pafs
through hfe, like a bird through the air, and
leave no track behind them: walfte the prime of
their days in deliberating what they fhall do; and
bring them to a period, without coming to any
determination.

An indolent young man, being alked why
he lay inbed fo long, jocofely and carelefsly an-
fwered—Every morning of my life I am hearing
caufes. I have too fine girls, their names
are Induftry and Sloth, clofe at my bed-fide, as
foon as ever I awake, prefling their different
fuits. One intreats me to get up, the other
perfuades me to lie flill: and then they alter-
nately give me various reafons, why I fhould rife,
and why I fhould not. In the mean time, as
it is the duty of an impartial judge to hear all
that can be faid on either fide; before the plead-
Ings are over, 1t is time to go to dinner.

FABLE
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The Hare's Ears.

N Elk having accidentally gored a Lion,

the monarch was fo exafperated, that he
{ent forth an edi&, commanding all horned
beafts on pain of death, to depart his dominions.
A Hare obferving the thadow of her ears, was
much alarmed at their long and lofty appear-
ance; and running to one of her friends, ac-
quainted him that fhe was refolved to quit the
country. For fhould I happen, faid fhe, how-
ever undefignedly, to give offence to my fupe-
riors, my Ears may be conftrued to come with-
in the horn-a&. Her friend {miled at her ap-
prehenfions: and alked, how it was poflible that
ears could be miftaken for horns? Had I no
more ears than an oftrich, replyed the Hare, I
would not truft them in the hands of an infor-
mer: for truth and innocence are arguments of
little force, againit the logic of power and malice
in conjundtion.

FABLE
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The Hermit and the Bear.

A. N imprudent friend often does as much
mifchief by his to0 great zeal, as the worft
enemy could effe&t by his malice.

A certain Hermit having done a good office
to a Bear, the grateful creature was {o fenfible
of his obligation, that he begged to be admit-
ted as the guardian and companion of his foli-
tude. The Hermit willingly accepted his offer;
and conduéting him to his cell, they pafled their
time together in an amicable manner. One
very hot day, the Hermit havinglaid him down
to fleep, the oflicious Bear employed himfelf in
driving away the flies from his patrons face. But
in {pite of all his care, one of the flies perpetu-
ally returned to the attack, and at laft fettled
upon the Hermit’s nofe. Now I fhall have you,
moft certainly, faid the Bear; and with the beft
intentions imaginable, gave him aviolent blow
on the face; which very effe(tually indeed de-
molifhed the fly, but at the fame time moft ter-

ribly bruifed his benefactor’s features.
FABLL
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The Paffenger and the Pilot.

IT had blown a violent ftorm at fea, and the
whole crew of aveflel were in imminent dan-
ger of thipwreck. After the rolling of the waves
was fomewhat abated, a certain Paflenger who
had never been at {ea before; obferving the Pi-
lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned even
in their greateft danger, had the curiofity to
alk him what death his father dyed. What
death? faid the Pilot; why he perifhed at fea,
as my grandfather did before him. And are
not you afraid of trufting yourfelf to an element
that has proved thus fatal to your family? A-
fraid! by no means; why, we muft all dye: 1s
not your father dead? Yes, but he dyed in his
bed. And why then are not you afraid of
trufting yourfelf to your bed? Becaufe I am
there perfeitly fecure. It may be fo, replyed
the Pilot; but if the hand of providence is e-
qually extended over all places, there is no
more reafon for me to be afraid of going to /fea,
than for you to be afraid of going to bed.

FABLE
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The partial Judge.

Farmer came to a neighbouring lawyer, ex-
prefling great concern for an accident
which he faid had juft happened. One of your
oxen, continued he, has been gored by an un-
lucky bull of mine, and I fhould be glad to
know how I am to make you reparation. Thou
art avery honeft fellow, replyed the lawyer,and
wilt not think it unreafonable that I expect one
of thy oxen, in return. It is no more than juf-
tice, quoth the farmer, to be fure; but what did
I fay?—1I miftake—TIt is your bull that has killed
one of my oxen. Indeed! fays the lawyer, that
alters the cafe: I muft enquire into the affair,
and if—And if faid the farmer—the bufinefs I
find would have been concluded without an if;
had you been as ready to do juftice to others,

as to exad it from them.

FABLE
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The Fox that had loft his T ail.

A Fox having been unwarily caughtin a trap,
with much ftruggling and difficulty, at
length difengaged himfelf; not however with-
out being obliged to leave his tail behind him.
The joy he felt at his efcape, was fomewhat a-
bated when he began to confider the price he
had paid for it: and he was a good deal morti-
fyed by refleting on the ridiculous figure he
thould make among his brethren, without a
Tail. In the agitation of his thoughts upon
this occafion, an expedient occurred to him
which he refolved to try, in order to remove
this difgraceful fingularity. With this view he
aflembled his tribe together, and fet forth in a
molt elaborate {peech, how much he had at
heart whatever tended to the public weal: he
had often thought, he faid, on the length and
bufhinefs of their Tails; was verily perfuaded
that it was much more burthenfome than orna-
mental, and rendered them befides an eafier
prey to their enemies. He earneftly recom-
mended it to them therefore, to difcharge them-

felves
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{elves of {o ufelefs and dangerous an incumbrance.
My good friend, replyed an old Fox, who had
litened very attentively to his harangue, we
are much obliged to you, no doubt, for the
concern you exprefs upon ouraccount: but pray
turn about before the company, for I cannot
for my life help fufpedting, that you would not
be quite fo {ollicitous to eafe us of our Tails, if
you had not unluckily loft your own.

ool saBondhs o dG XXVILI.

The Nobleman and his Son.

Certain Nobleman, much infeéted by fuper-
ftition, dreamed one night that his only
Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was
thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and
killed upon the fpot. This idle dream made
{o firong an impreflion upon the weak and cre-
dulous father, that he formed arefolution never
more to {uffer his Son to partake of this his
favourite diverfion. The next morning that
the hounds went out, the young man requefted
permiflion to follow them; butinftead of receiv-
ing it, as ufual, his father acquainted him with
his dream, and peremptorily enjoyned him to
forbear
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forbear the fport.  The youth, greatly mortify-
ed at this unexpefed refufal, left the room
much difconcerted, and it was with fome diffi-
culty that he reftrained his paflion from inde-
cently breaking out in his father’s prefence.
But upon his return to his own apartment, pafl-
ing thro’ a gallery of piétures, in which was a
piece reprefenting a company of gypfies telling
a country girl her fortune—'Tis owing, faid
he, to a ridiculous fuperftition of the fame
kind with that of this fimple wench, that I am
debarred from one of the principal pleafures of
my life: at the fame time, with great emotion
ftriking his hand againt the canvas, a rufly old
nail behind the pidture ran far into his wriit.
The pain and anguith of the wound threw the
youth into a violent fever, which proved too
powerful for the {kill of the phyficians, and in
a few days putan end to his life: illuftrating an
obfervation, that an over cautious attention to
avoid evils, often brings them upon us; and that
we frequently run headlong into misfortunes, by
the very means we purlue to avoid them.

H FABLE
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Vol A Bl Br i XXVIIL
Fupiter and the Herdfman.

AHerdfman mifled ayoung heifer out of his
grounds, and, after having diligently fought
for it in vain, when he could by no other means
gain intelligence of it, betook himlelf at laft to
his prayers. Great Jupiter, faid he, fthew me
but the villain who has done me this injury,
and I will give thee in facrifice the fineflt kid
from my flock. He had no foener uttered his
petition, than turning the corner of a wood,
he was ftruck with the fight of a monftrous
lion, preying on the carcafe of his heifer.
Trembling and pale, O Jupiter, cryed he, I of-
fered thee a kid if thou would’{t grant my peti-
tion: 1now offer thee a bull if thou wilt deliver
me from the confequence of it.

FABLEL
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The Eagle and the Qwl.

AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into
a league of mutual amity; one of the ar-
ticles of their treaty was, that the former thould
not prey upon the younglings of the latter.
But tell me, faid the Owl, fhould you know
my little ones if you were to {ee them? Indeed
I fhould not, replyed the eagle; but if you de-
{cribe them to me, it will be {ufficient. You
are to obferve then, returned the Owl, in the
firft place, that the charming creatures are per-
fectly well thaped; in the next, that there is a
remarkable {fweetnefs and vivacity in their coun-
tenances; and then there is {fomething in their
voices {o peculiarly melodious—'Tis enough,
interrupted the Eagle; by thefe marks I can-
not fail of diftinguithing them: and you may
depend upon their never receiving any injury
from me. It happened not long afterwards,
as the Eagle was upon the wing in queft of his
prey, that he difcovered amidft the ruins of
an old caltle, a neft of grim-faced, ugly birds,
with gloomy countenances, and a voice like

H2 that
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that of the furies. Thefe undoubtedly, faid
he, cannot be the offspring of my friend, and
fo T fhall venture to make free with them. He
had {carce finifhed his repaft and departed,
when the Owl returned; who finding nothing
of her brood remaining but the mangled car-
cafes, broke out into the moft bitter excla-
mations againft the cruel and perfidious au-
thor of her calamity. A neighbouring bat,
who over-heard herlamentations, and had been
witnefs to what had pafled between her and the
Eagle, very gravely told her; that fhe had no
body to blame for this misfortune but herfelf:
whofe blind prejudices in favour of her children,
had prompted her to give fuch a defcription of
them as did not refemble them in any one fin-
gle feature or quality.

Parents fhould very carefully guard againft
that weak partiality towards their children,
which renders them blind to their failings and
imperfections: as no difpofition is more likely
to prove prejudicial to their future welfare.

FABLE
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- The Plague among the Bealls.

AMortal diftemper once raged among the
beafts, and fwept away prodigious num-
bers. After it had continued fome time with-
out abatement, it was concluded in an aflembly
of thebrute creation to be a judgment infli¢ted
upon them for their {ins, and aday was appoint-
ed for a general confeflion; when it was agreed,
that he who appeared to be the greateft finner,
fthould fuffer death, as an atonement for the reft.
The Fox was appointed father confeffor upon
the occafion; and the lion with great generofity
condefcended to be the firft in making public
confeflion. For my part, faid he, I muft own
I have been an enormous offender; I have kill-
ed many innocent fheep in my time; nay once,
but it was a cafe of neceflity, I made a meal of
the fhepherd. The Fox, with much gravity, ac-
knowledged that thefe in any other than the
King would have been inexpiable crimes; but that
his majefty had certainly a right to a few filly
fheep, nay, and to the fhepherd too, in a cale
of neceflity. The judgment of the Fox was

Hs ap-
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applauded by all the fuperior {avages; and the
Tyger, the Leopard, the Bear, and the Wollf,
made confeflion of many enormities of the like
fanguinary nature: which were all palliated or
excufed with the fame lenity and mercy; and
their crimes accounted fo venial as fcarce to de-
ferve the name of offences. At laft, a poor pe-
nitent Afs, with great contrition acknowledged,
that once going thro’ the parfon’s meadow, be-
ing very hungry, and tempted by the fweetnels
of the grafs, he had cropta little of it, not
more however in quantity than the tip of his
tongue: he was very forry for the mildemean-
our,andﬂhoped——liope!cxdahnedtheFoxwwkh
fingular zeal, what canft thou hope for, after
the commiflion of fo heinous a crime? What!
eat the parfon’s grafs! O facrilege! This, this
is the flagrant wickednefs, my brethren, which
has drawn the wrath of heaven upon our heads;
and this the notorious offender, whofe death
mufl make atonement for all our tranfgreffions.
So faying, he ordered his entrails for facrifice,
and the reft of the beafts went to dinner upon
his carcale.

FABLE
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The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe.

AYoung Moulfe, who had feen very little of
the world, came running one day to his
mother in great hafte O mother, faid he, I
am frighted almoft to death! I have {feen the
molit extraordinary creature that ever was. He
has a fierce angry look, and {truts about upon
two legs. A firange piece of flefh grows on
his head, and another under his throat, as red
as blood. He flapped his arms againit his fides,
as if he intended to rife into the air; and {tretch-
ing out his head, he opened a fharp-pointed
mouth {o wide, thatI thought he was preparing
to fwallow me up: then he roared at me {6 hor-
ribly, that I trembled every joint, and was glad
to run home as faff as I could. IF I had not
been frighted away by this terrible monfter, I
was juft going to fcrape acquaintance with the
prettiefl creature you everf{aw. She had a foft
furr {kin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully
Jireaked with black and' grey; with a modeft
look, and a demeanour {o humble and courte-
ous, that methought I could have fallen in love

Hy4 with
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with her. Then fhe had a fine long tail, which
the waved about fo prettily, and looked fo ear-
neftly at me, that I do believe fthe was juft going
to {peak to me, when the horrid monfter fright-
ed me away. Ah, my dear child, faid the mo-
ther; you have indeed efcaped being devoured,
but not by that monfter you was fo much afraid
of: which in truth was only a bird, and would-
have done you no manner of harm. Whereas
the {weet creature, of whom you feem fo fond,
was no other than a Cat; who, under that Ay-
pocritical countenance, conceals the moft invete-
rate hatred to all our race, and fubfifts entirely
by devouring Mice. Learn from this incident,

my dear, never whilft you live to rely on owtward
appearances.

o\ DR Ed T o XX X AT,
The Farmer and his Dog.

AFarmer who had juft ftepped into his field
to mend a gap in one of his fences, found
at his return, the cradle where he had left his
only child afleep, turned upfide down, the
cloaths all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying
near it befmeared alfo with blood. Immedi-

ately
4
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ately conceiving that the creature had deftroyed
his child, he inftantly dathed out his brains
with the hatchet in his hand: when turning up
the cradle, he found his child unhurt, and an
enormous ferpent lying dead on the floor, kill-
cd by that faithful Dog, whofe courage and
fidelity in preferving the life of his fon, de-
ferved another kind of reward. Thefe affeGing
circumftances afforded him a firiking leffon,
how dangerous it is too haflily to give way to
the blind impulfe of a fudden paffion.

Fulo AF cBeco! sET R B
The Gnat and the Bee.

Gnat half ftarved with cold and pinched
with hunger, came early one morning to a
Bee-hive, begged the relief of charity, and of-
fered to teach mufic in the family, on the hum-
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee re-
ceived her petitioner with .a cold civility, and
defired to be excufed. I bring up all my chil-
dren, {aid fhe, to my own ufeful trade, that
they may be able when they grow up, to get
an honeft livelihood by their induftry. Be-
fides, how do you think I could be fo impru-
dent
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dent as to teach them an art, which I fee has
reduced its profeffor to indigence and beggary?

P o daBh 1 B o XXV
The Owl and the Eagle.

AN Owl fat blinking in the trunk of a hol-
low tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of
the fun. What is the ufe of its beams, faid fhe,
but to dazzle ones eyes fo that one cannot {ee
amoufe. For my part, I am at a lofs to con-
ceive for what purpofe fo glaring an objec was
created. We had certainly been much better
without it. O fool! replyed an Eagle perched
on a branch of the fame tree, to rail at excel-
lence which thou canft not tafte; and not to
perceive that the fault is not in the fun, but
in thyfelf. All, ’tis true, have not faculties to
underftand, or powers to enjoy the benefit of
it: but muft the bufing/s and the pleafures of the
world be obfiructed, that an Owl may catch
mice?

TABLE
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BeoiAd o B Ayl Bk vs XN

The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf.

ALion, having furfeited him[elf with feafting
too luxurioufly on the carcafe of a wild
boar, was feized with a violent and dangerous
diforder. The beafts of the foreft flocked in
great numbers to pay their refpects to him upon
the occafion, and {carce one was abfent except
the Fox. The Wolf, an ill-natured and mali-
cious bealft, feized this opportunity toaccufe the
Fox of pride, ingratitude, and difaffetion to his
majefty. In the midft of his inve&ive, the Fox
entered; who having heard part of the Wolf’s
accufation, and obferving the Lion’s counte-
nance to be kindling into wrath, thus adroitly
excufed himfelf, and retorted upon his accufer.
With a tone of zealous loyalty he addrefled the
affembly thus: May the king live for ever! then
turning to the Lion—I fee many here, who
with mere lip-fervice have pretended to fhew
you their loyalty: but for my part, from the
moment I heard of your majelty’s illnefs, neg-
leting ufelefs compliments, I employed myfelf
day and night to enquire among the moft

learned
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learned phyficians, an infallible remedy for your
difeafe, and have at length happily been inform-
ed of one. Itis a plaifter made from part of
the {kin of a Wolf, taken warm from his back,
and laid to your majefty’s ftomach. This re-
medy was no {ooner propofed, than it was de-
termined that the experiment fhould be tryed:
and whilft the operation was performing; the
Fox, with a farcaftic fmile, whifpered this ufe-
ful maxim in the Wolf's ear If you would
be fafe from harm yourfelf, learn for the future no
to meditate mifchief againft others.

Foo ApiRil oF R XXXVI.
The ‘Blind Man and the Lame.

? IS from our wants and infirmities that
almolft all the conne&tions of fociety take
their rife.

A Blind Man being flopped in a bad picce
of road, meets with a Lame Man, and intreats
him to guide him through the difficulty he was
got into. How can I do that, replyed the Lame
Man, fince I am {carce able to drag mylelf a-

long? but as you appear to be very ftrong, if
you
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you will carry me, we will feek our fortunes
together. It will then be my intereft to warn
you of any thing that may obftru& your way:
your feet {hall be my feet, and my eyes yours.
With all my heart, returned the Blind Man;
let us render each other our mutual fervices.
So taking his lame companion on his back,
they by means of their union travelled on with
fafety and pleaflure.

Eo A B IL B e Se GaCATT

The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox.

THE tyrant of the foreft iffued a proclama-
tion, commanding all his {ubjeds to re-
pair immediately to his royal den. Among the
relt, the Bear made his appearance: but pre-
tending to be offended with the fteams which
iflued from the monarch’s apartments, he was
imprudent enough to kold his ngfe in his maje-
fty’s prefence. This infolence was fo highly
refented, that the Lion in a rage laid him dead
at his feet. The Monkey obferving what had
palled, trembled for his carcafe; and attempted
to conciliate favour by the moft abje& flattery.
He began with protelting, that for his part, he

thought
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thought the apartments were perfumed with
Arabian fpices; and exclaiming againft the
rudenefs of the Bear, admired the beauty of his
majelty’s paws, fo happily formed, he faid, to
corre& the infolence of clowns. This fulfome
adulation, inftead of being received as he ex-
pected, proved no lefs offenfive than the rude-
nefs of the Bear: and the courtly Monkey was
in like manner extended hy the fide of Sir Bruin.
And now his majefty caft his eye upon the Fox.
Well, Reynard, faid he, and what {cent do you
difcover here? Great prince, replyed the cauti-
ous Fox, my ngfe was never efteemed my moft
diftinguifting fenfe: and at prefent I'would by no
means venture to give my opinion, as I have
unfortunately got a terrible cold.

PRl ET VXK VT
The Owl and the Nightingale.

AFormal folemn Owl had many years made
his habitation in a grove amongit the
ruins of an old monaftery, and had pored fo
often on fome mouldy manufcripts, the ftupid
relicks of a monkifh library, that he grew in-
fected with the pride and pedantry of the place;

and
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and miftaking gravity for wifdom, would fit
whole days with his eyes half fhut, fancying
himfelf profoundly learned. It happened as
he f{at one evening, half buried in meditation,
and half in {leep, that a Nightingale, unluckily
perching near him, began her melodious lays.
He ftarted from his reverie, and with a horrid
fcreech interrupting her fong—Be gone, cryed
he, thou impertinent minftrel, nordiftra& with
noify diffonance my fublime contemplations;
and know, vain fongfter, that harrnony confifts
in truth alone, which is gained by laborious
ftudy; and not in languifhing notes, fit only
to footh the ear of a love-fick maid. Conceit-
ed pedant! returred the Nightingale, whofe
wifdom lies only in the feathers that muffle up
thy unmeaning face; mufic is a natural and ra-
tional entertainment, and though not adapted
to the ears of an Owl, has ever been relifhed
and admired by all who are poflefled of true
tafte and elegance. )

FABLE
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The Ant and the Caterpillar.

AS a Caterpillar was creeping very flowly
along one of the allies of a beautiful gar-
den, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who,
tofling up her head with a fcornful air, cryed,
prithee get out of the way, thou poor creeping
animal, and do not prefume to obftruct the
paths of thy fuperiors, by crawling along the
road, and belmearing the walks appropriated
to their footfteps. Poor creature! thou lookeft
like a thing half made, which nature not liking
threw by unfinifhed. I could almoft pity
thee, methinks; but it is beneath one of my
quality to talk to fuch little mean creatures as
thee: and fo, poor creeping wretch, adieu.

The humble Caterpillar, ftruck dumb with
this difdainful language, retired, went to work,
wound himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the
appointed time came out a beautiful butterfly.
Jutt as he was iffuing forth, he obferved the
{cornful Ant pafling by. Stop a moment, ma-

dam, faid he, and liften to what I fhall fay.
Let
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Let me adyife you never to defpife any one for
his condition, as there are none fo mean but the
may one day change their fortune. You behold
me now exalted in the air, whereas you muft
creep as long as you live.

Port A LB LokSoR XL..
The two Foxes.

TWO Foxes formed a firatagem to enter a
hen-rooft; which having fuccefsfully ex-
ecuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the
chickens, they began to feed upon them with
fingular fatisfa®ion. One of the Foxes, who
was youngand inconfiderate, was for devouring
them all upon the fpot: the other, who was old
and covetous, propofed the referving fome of
them for another time. “* For experience, child,
faid he, has made me wife, and I have feen ma-
ny unexpected events fince I came into the
world.  Let us provide, therefore, againft what
may happen, and not confume all our flore
at one meal.””  ** All this is wondrous wife,
replyed the young Fox; but for my part, I am
refolved not to ftir till I have eaten as much as
will ferve me a whole week: for who would be

1 mad
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mad enough to return hither? when it is cer-
tain the owner of thefe fowls will watch for us,
and if he fhould catch us, would infallibly put
us to death.””  After this fhort difcourfe, each
purfued his own {cheme: the young Fox eat
#ill he burft himfelf, and had {carcely ftrength
to reach his hole before he dyed. The old one,
who thought it much better to deny his appe-
tite for the prefent, and lay up provifion for
the future, returned the next day, and was kill-
ed by the Farmer. Thus every age has its peculi-
ar vice: the young fuffer by their infatiable
thirlt after pleafure; and the old by their incorri-
gible and inordinate avarice.

FodAs: B It By o Xl

The conceited Owl.

AYoung Owl having accidentally feen him-
felf in a cryftal fountain, conceived the
higheft opinion of his perfonal perfeitons. "Tis
time, faid he, that Hymen fhould give me chil-
dren as beautiful as myfelf, to be the glory of
the night, and the ornament of our groves.
What pity would it be, if the race of the moft

ac-
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accomplifhed of birds thould be extin@ for my
want of a mate! Happy the female who is deftin.
ed to fpend her life with me! Full of thefe felf-
approving thoughts, he intreated the crow to
propofe a match between him and the royal
daughter of the eagle. Do you imagine, faid
the crow, that the noble eagle, whofe pride it
1s to gaze on the brigheft of the heavenly lumi-
naries, will confent to marry his daughter to
you, who cannot fo much as gpen your eyes whilft
it is day light? But the felf-conceited Owl was
deaf to all that his friend could urge; who after
much perfuafion, was at length prevailed upon
to undertake the commiflion. His propofal was
received in the manner that might be expe@ed:
the king of birds laughed him to fcorn. How-
ever, being a monarch of fome humour, he or-
dered him to acquaint the Owl, that if he
would meet him the next morning at fun-rife
in the middle of the fky, he would confent to
give him his daughter in marriage. The pre-
fumptuous Owl undertook to perform the con-
dition; but being dazzled with the fun, and
his head growing giddy, he fell from his height
upon a rock; from whence being purfued by a
flight of birds, he was glad at laft to make his
elcape into the hollow of an old oak; where he

Io pafled
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pailed the remainder of his days in that obicu-
rity for which nature defigned him.

TGy o B Dend. G b b

The Fox and the Cat.

OTHING is more common than for

men to condemn the very fame a&tions in
others, which they pradtice themfelves when-
ever occafion offers.

A Fox and a Gat having made a party to tra-
vel together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their
journey by a variety of philofophical converfa-
tions. Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed
Reynard, mercy is fure the nobleft! What fay
you, my {age friend, is it not {o? Undoubtedly,
replyed the Cat, with a moft demure counte-
nance; nothing is more becoming, in a creature
of any fenfibility, than a compaflionate difpofi-
tion. While they were thus moralizing, and
mutually complimenting each other on the
wifdom of their refpedtive refle@ions; a wolf
darted out from a wood upon a flock of fheep
which were feeding in an adjacent meadow, and

without
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withoutbeing in the leaft affetted by the moving
lamentations of a poor lamb, devoured it before
their eyes. Horrible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat;
why does he not feed on vermin, inftead of ma-
king his barbarous meals on fuch innocent crea-
tures? Reynard agreed with his friend in the
obfervation: to which he added feveral very
pathetic remarks on the odicufnefs of a Jan-
guinary temper.  Their indignation was rifing in
its warmth and zeal, when they arrived at a lit-
tle cottage by the way fide; where the tender-
‘hearted Reynard immediately caft his eye upon
a fine cock that was ftrutting about in the yard.
And now adieu, moralizing: he leaped over the
pales, and without any fort of {cruple demo-
lithed his prize in an inftant. In the mean
while, a plump moufe which ran out of the fta-
ble, totally put to flight our Cat’s philofophy,
who fell to the repaft without the leaft commi.
{eration.

I3 FABLE
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The two Horfes.

W O Horfes were travelling the road to-

gether; one Joaded with a fack of flour,
the other with a fum of money. The latter,
proud of his {plendid burthen, tofled his head
with an air of confcious fuperiority, and every
now and then caft a look of contempt upon
his humble companion. In pafling thro’ a
wood, they were met by a gang of Highway-
men, who immediately feized upon the Horfe
that was carrying the treafure: but the Ipirited
ficed, not being altogether difpofed to ftand {o
quietly as was neceflary for their purpole, they
beat him moft unmercifully; and after plunder-
ing him of his boaflted load, left him to lament
at his leifure the cruel bruifes he had received.
Friend, faid his defpifed companion to him, who
had now reafon to triumph in his turn, diftin-
guifhed pofts are often dangerous to thofe who
poffefs them: if you had ferved a miller, as I do,
you might have travelled the road unmolefied.

FABLEL
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The Dove and the Ant.

E thould always be ready to do good of-

fices, even to the meaneft of our fellow
creatures; as there is no one to whofe afliftance
we may not, upon fome occafion or other, be
greatly indebted.

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a ri-
vulet, when an Ant, who was at the fame time
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obfer-
ving the helplefs infe& firuggling in vain to
reach the fhore, was touched with compaflion;
‘and plucking a blade of grafs, dropped it into
the ftream; by means of which the poor Ant,
like afbip-wrecked failor upon a plank, got fafe
to land. She had {carcely arrived there, when
fhe perceived a fowler juft going to difcharge
his piece at her deliverer: upon which fhe in-
ftantly crept up his foot and frung him on the
ankle. The {portfman farting, occafioned a ruft-
ling among the boughs, which alarmed the
Dove, who immediately fprung up, and by

14 that
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that means efcaped the danger with which fhe
was threatened. ‘

| R S il e olnas, € BRVAEER,

T he Parrot.

Certain widower, in order to amufe his

{olitary hours, and in fome meafure fup-
ply the Converfation of his departed helpmate
of loquacious memory, determined to purchafe
a Parrot. With this view heapplyed to a dealer
in birds, who fhewed him a large colleétion of
Parrots of various kinds. Whillt they were ex-
ercifing their talkative talents before him, one
repeating the cries of the town, another afking
for a cup of fack, and a third bawling out for a
coach, he obferved a green Parrot, perched in

a thoughtful manner at a diftan¢e upon the foot

of a table: and fo you, my grave gentleman,
faid he, are quite filent. To which the Parrot
replyed, like a philofophical bird, “ T think the
more.””  Pleafed with this fenfible anfwer, our
widower immediately paid down his price, and
took home the bird; conceiving great thipgs
from a creature, who had given fo firiking a

fpc‘cimen



MODERW " FUBAES or

{pecimen of his parts. But after having in-
{truted him during a whole month, he found
to his great difappointment, that he could get
nothing more from him than the fatiguing re-
petition of the fame dull fentence, * I think
the more.” I find, faid hein great wrath, that
thou art a moft invincible fool: and ten times
more a fool was I, for having formed a favour-
able opinion of thy abilities upon no better
foundation than an affected folemnity.

LT S e o XLVL

The Cat and the Bat.

Cat having devoured her mafter's favourite
bullfinch, over-heard him threatening to

put her to death the moment he could find her.
In this diftrefs {he preferred a prayer to Jupiter;
vowing, if he would deliver her from her pre-
{fent danger, that never while fhe lived would
fhe eat another bird. Not long afterwards a
bat moft invitingly flew into the room where
pufs was purring in the window. The queftion
was, how to adt upon {fo temping an occafion?
Her appetite prefled hard on one fide; and
her
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her vow threw fome {cruples in her way on
the other. At length fhe hit upon a molt con-
venient diftin&ion to remove all dithculties,
by determining that as a bird indeed it was un-
lawful prize, but as a moufe fhe might very
confcientioufly eat it; and accordingly without
further debate fell to the repaft.

Thus it is that men are apt to mpofe upon
themfelves by vain and groundlefs diftinétions,
when confcience and principle are at variance with
intereft and inclination.

FOVALR Gl o Eoy iV IR,

The two Lizzards.

S two Lizzards were bafking under a fouth
wall, how contemptible, faid one of them,

is our condition! We exift, 'tis true, but that
is all; for we hold no fort of rank in the crea-
tion, and are utterly unnoticed by the world.
Curfed obfcurity! Why was I not rather born
a ftag, to range at large, the pride and glory
of fome royal foreft? It happened that in the
midlt of thefe unjuft murmurs, a pack of hounds
was
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was heard in full cry after the very creature he
was envying, who being quite fpent with the
cha}ce, was torn in pieces by the dogs in fight
of our two Lizzards. And is this the lordly
ftag, whofe place in the creation you wifhed to
hold? replyed the wifer Lizzard to his com-
plaining friend: let his fad fate teach you to
blefs providence for placing you in that hum-
bler fituation, which fecures you from the dangers
of a more ¢levated rank.

PAOAY' B v B G XRVIHIL

Jupiter's Lottery.

UPITER, in order to pleafe mankind,
dire&ted Mercury to give notice that he had
eftablifhed a Lottery, in which there were no
blanks: and that amongft a variety of other
valuable chances, wifdom was the higheft prize.
It was Jupiter's command that in this Lottery
fome of the gods fhould alfo become adven-
turers. The tickets being difpofed of, and the
wheels placed, Mercury was employed to prefide
at thedrawing. It happened that the beft prize
fell to Minerva: upon which a general murmur
ran
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ran thro’ the affembly, and hints were thrown
out that Jupiter had ufed fome unfair practices
to fecure this defirable lot to his daughter. Ju-
piter, that he might at once both punifh and
filence thefe impious clamours of the human
race, prefented them with folly in the place
of wifdom; with which they went away perfe&t-
ly well contented: and from that time the
greateft fools have always looked upon themfelves
as the wifeft men.

FANASR o, & XLIX.

The litigious Cats.

W O Cats having ftolen fome cheefe, could

not agree about dividing their prize. In
order therefore to fettle the difpute, they con-
fented to refer the matter to a Monkey. The
propofed arbitrator very readily accepted the
office, and producing a ballance, put a partinto
each fcale. * Let me fee—(faid he) ay—this
lump outweighs the other:” and immediately
bit off 2 confiderable piece in order to reduce
it, he obferved, to an equilibrium. The oppo-

fite fcale was now become the heavieft; which
afforded
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afforded our confcientious judge an additional
reafon for a {fecond mouthful. Hold, hold, faid
the two Cats, who began to be alarmed for the
event,—give us our refpe@ive thares and we
are fatisfyed.  If you are fatisfyed, returned the
Monkey, ju/flice is not: a cafe of this intricate
nature is by no means o foon determined. Up-
on which he continued to nibble firft one piece
and then the other, till the poor Cats feeing
their cheefe gradually diminithing, intreated
him to give himfelf no farther trouble, but to
deliver to them what remained. Not fo faft I
befeech ye friends, replyed the Monkey; we
owe juftice to ourfelves as well as to you: what
remains is due to me in right of my office. Up-
on which, he ftuffed the whole into his mouth,
and with great gravity difmifled the court.

FUA B Y sl B
The two Dogs.

ASTY and inconfiderate connexions are
generally attended with great difadvan.
tages: and much of every man’s good or ill for
tune depends upon the choice he makes of his
friends, ,
A good

-
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A good-natured fpaniel overtook a furly maf-
tiff, as he was travelling upon the high road.
Tray, altho’ an intire ftranger to Tyger, very
civilly accofted him: and if it would be no in-
terruption, he faid, he fhould be glad to bear
him company on his way. Tyger, who hap-
pened not to be altogether in fo growling a
mood as ufual, accepted the propofal: and they
very amicably purfued their journey together.
In the midft of their converfation they arrived
at the next village; where Tyger began to dif-
play his malignant difpofition, by an unpro-
voked attack upon every dog he met. The
villagers immediately fallied forth with great
indignation to refcue theirrefpective favourites;
and falling upon our two friends without dif-
tin&tion or mercy, poor Tray was moft cruelly
treated, for no other reafon but from being
found in bad company.

Fea BT LI
Death and Cupid.

UPITER fent forth Dcath and Cupid to
travel round the world, giving each of them

a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at
his
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his back. It was ordered by the difpofer of hu-
man affairs, that the arrows of Love thould onl
wound the young,in order to fupply the decays
of mortal men; and thofe of Death were to firike
old age, and free theworld from a ufelefs charge.
Our travellers being one day extremely fatigued
with their journey, refted themfelves under the
covert of a wood, and throwing down their
arrows in a promifcuous manner before them,
they both fell faft afleep. They had not repofed
themfelves long, before they were awakened by
a fudden noife; when haftily gathering up their
arms, each in the confufion took by miftake
fome of the darts that belonged to the other.
By this means, it frequently happened that Death
vanquifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the
old. Jupiter obferved the error. but did not
think proper to redrefs it; forefeeing that fome
good might arife from their unlucky exchange.
And in fad, if men were wife, they would learn
from this miftake to be apprehenfive of death in
their youth, and to guard againft the amorous
paffions in their old age.

FABLE
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The Mock-Bird.

HERE is a certain bird in the Welt-In-

dies, which has the faculty of mimicking
the notes of every other fongfter, without being
able himfelf to add any original ftrains to the
concert. As one of thefe Mock-birds was dif-
playinghis talent of ridicule among the branches
of a venerable wood: "Tis very well, faid alittle
fongller, fpeaking in the name of all the reft;
we grant you that our mufic is not without its
faults: but why will you not favour us with a
ftrain of your own?

FABLE
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The Speitacles.

I i OW ftrangely all mankind differ in their

opinions! and how ftrongly each is at-
tached to his own'!

Jupiter one day, enjoying himfelf over abowl
of nedtar, and in a merry humour, determined
to make mankind a prefent. Momus was ap-
pointed to conveyitto them; who, mounted on
a rapid car, was prefently on earth. Come hi-
ther, {ays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter
has opened for your benehit his all-gracious
hands. *Tis true, he made you fomewhat fhort-
fighted, but to remedy that inconvenience, be-
hold how he has favoured you! So faying, he
unloofed his portmanteau, when an infinite
number of Spelacles tumbled out, and were
picked up by the crowd with all the eagernefs
imaginable. There was enow for all, every man
had his pair. But it was foon found that thefe
Speltacles did not reprefent objects to all man-
kind alike: forone pairwas purple, another blue; .
one was white, and another black: {ome of the

K glafles



130 MODERN FABLES.

glafles were red, fome green, and fome yellow. In
fhort, there were of all manner of colours, and
every fhade of colour. However, notwithftand-
ing this diverfity, every man was charmed with
his own, as believing it the beft, and enjoyed
in opinion, all the fatisfaltion of truth.

FABLES.
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The Red-breaft and the Sparrow.

'S a Red-breaft was finging on a tree by the
fide ofa rural cottage,a fparrow perched up-

on the thatch took occafion thus to reprimand
him. And doftthou, faid he, with thy dull autum-
nal note, prefume to emulate the Birds of Spring?
Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the
{prightly accents of the Thrufh and the Black-
bird? With the various melody of the Lark or
Nightingale? Whom other birds, far thy fuperi-
ors, have beenlong content to admire in filence,
Judge with candowr at leaft, replyed the Robin;
nor impute thofe eflorts to ambition folely, which
may fometimes flow from the Love of art. 1 reve-
rence
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rence indeed, but by no means envy, the birds
whofe fame has ftood the teft of ages. Their
fongs have charmed both hill and dale; but their
feafon is paft, and their throats are filent. I
feel not, however, the ambition to furpafs or
equal them: my efforts are of a much humbler
nature; and I may furely hope for pardon, while
I endeavour to chear thefe forfaken valleys, by
an attempt to imitate the firains I love.

Ry Ao B ok it o0
The two Bees.

N 2 fine morning in may, two bees fet for-

ward in queft of honey; the one wife and
temperate, the other carelefs and extravagant.
They foon arrived at a garden enriched with a-
romatic herbs; the moft fragrant flowers, and
the moft delicious fruits. They regaled them-
felves for a time on the various dainties that
were fpread before them: the one loading his
thigh at intervals with provifions for the hive
againit the diftant winter; the other, revelling in
fweets without regard to any thing but his pre-
fent gratification. At length they found a wide

mouthed phial, that hung beneath the bough
‘ of
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of a peach tree, filled with honey ready temper-
ed, and expofed to their tafte in the moft allu-
ring manner. The thoughtlefs epicure, Ipite of
all his friend’s remonftrances, plunged head-
long into the veflel, refolving to indulge himfelf
in all the pleafures of fenfuality. The Philofo-
pher. on the other hand, fipped a little with cau-
tion, but being fufpicious of danger, flew off
to fruits and flowers; where by the moderation
of his meals, he improved his relifh for the true
cnjoyment of them. In the evening, however,
he called upon his friend, to enquire whether
he would return to the hive; but found him
furfeited in fweets, which he was as unable to
leave, as to enjoy. Clogged in his wings, en-
feebled in his feet, and his whole frame totally
enervated, he was but juft able to bid his friend
adieu, and to lament with his lateft breath, that
though a tafte of pleafure might quicken the
relifh of life, an unreftrained indulgence is in-

evitable deftru&ion.

K4 FABLE
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The Diamond and the Glow-worm.

Diamond happened to fall from the folitaire

of a young lady as the was walking one
evening on a terrace in her garden. A Glow-
worm who had beheld it fparkle in its defcent,
foon as the gloom of night had eclipfed its
luftre, began to mock and to infult. it. Art
thou that wonderous thing that vauntelt of
fuch prodigious brightnels? Where now is all
thy boafted brilliancy? Alas, in evil hour has
fortune thrown thee within the reach of my fu-
perior blaze. Conceited infe&, replyed . the
gem, that oweft thy feeble glimmer to the dark-
'neﬁthatﬁnxoundsﬁme:knowyrnyhﬂhebems
the teft of day, and even derives its chief ad-
vantage from that diftinguifhing light, which
difcovers thee to be no more than a dark and
paltry worm.

FABLE
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The Oftrich and the Pelican.

TH E Oftrich one day met the Pelican, and
obferving her breaft all bloody, good
God! fays fhe to her, what is the matter? What
accident has befallen you? You certainly have
been feized by fome {avage beaft of prey, and
have with difficulty efcaped from his mercilefs
claws. Do not be furprifed, friend, replied
the Pelican: no fuch accident, nor indeed any
thing more than common, hath happened to
me. I have only been engaged in my ordinary
employment of tending my neft, of feeding my
dear little ones, and nourifhing them with the
vital blood from mybofom. Your anfwer, re-
turned the Oftrich, aftonifhes me fill more than
the horrid figure you make. What, is this your
practice, to tear your own flefh, to fpill your
own blood, and to facrifice yourfelf in this cruel
manner to the importunate cravings of your
young ones? I know not which to pity moft,
your mifery or your folly. Be advifed by me;
have fome regard for yourfelf; and leave off this
barbarous cuftom of mangling your own body:
as for your children, commit them to the care

of
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of providence, and make yourfelf quite eafly a-
bout them. My example may be of ufe to you.
I lay my eggs upon the ground, and juft cover
them lightly over with the fand: if they have
the good luck to efcape being crufhed by the
tread of man or beaft, the warmth of the fun
broods upon, and hatches them; and in due
time my young oncs come forth: I leave them
to be nurfed by nature, and foftered by the e-
lements; I give myfelf no trouble about them,
and I neither know nor care what becomes of
them. Unhappy wretch, fays the Pelican,
who hardeneft thyfelfagainft thy own offspring,
and thro’ want of natural affe&ion rendereft
thy travail fruitlefs to thyfelf! who knoweft
not the fweets of a parent’s anxiety; the tender
delight of a mother’s fufferings! Itisnot I, but
thou, that art cruel to thy own flefh. Thy in-
{enfibility may exempt thee from a temporary
inconvenience,and:ulinconﬁderabk:pahn:but
at the fame time it makes thee inattentive to
a moft neceflary duty, and incapable of relifhing
the pleafure that attends it; a pleafure, the
moft exquifite that nature hath indulged to
us; in which pain itfelf 1s fwallowed up and
Joft, or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment.

FABLE
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The Hounds in Couples.

AHuntfman was leading forth his Hounds
one morning to the chafe, and had linked
feveral of the young dogs in Couples, to pre-
vent their following every {cent, and hunting
diforderly, as their own inclinations and fancy
thould dire& them. Among others, it was the
fate of jowler and vixen to be thus yoked to-
gether. Jowler and vixen were both young and
unexperienced; but had for fome time been
conflant companions, and feemed to have en-
tertained a great fondnefs for each other; they
ufed to be perpetually playing together, and in
any quarrel that happened, always took one a-
nother’s part; it might have been expedted
therefore that it would not be difagreeable to
them to be ftill more clofely united. However
in fact it proved otherwife: they had not been
long joined together before both parties begun
to exprefs uneafinefs at their prefent fituation.
Different inclinations and oppofite wills began
to difcover and to exert themfelves: if one
chofe to go this way, the other was as eager
to take the contrary; 1if one was prefling for-
ward
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ward, the other was fure to lag behind; vixen
pulled back jowler, and jowler dragged along
vixen: jowler growled at vixen, and vixen
fnapped at jowler: till at laftit came to a down-
right quarrel between them; and jowler treated
vixen in a very rough and ungenerous manner,
without any regard to the inferiority of her
ftrength, or the tendernefs of her fex. As they
were thus continually vexing and tormenting
one another, an old hound, who had obferved
all that pafled, came up to them, and thus re-
proved them: * What a couple of filly puppies
you are, to be perpetually worrying yourfelves
at this rate! What hinders your going on
peaceably and quietly together? Cannot you
conpromile the matter between you, by each
confulting the others inclinations a little! at
leaft, try to make 2 virtue of neceflity, and
fubmit to what you cannot remedy: you can-
not get rid of the chain; but you may make it
fit ealy upon you. I am an old dog, and let
my age and experience inftru&t you: when 1
was in the {fame circumf{tances with you, I {foon
found, that thwarting my companion was only
tormenting myfelf; and my yoke—fcllow hap-
pily came into the fame way of thinking. We

endeavoured to join in the fame purfuits, and
to
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to follow one anothers inclinations: and fo we
jogged on together, not only with eafe and
quiet, bat with comfort and pleafure. We
found by experience, that mutual compliance
not only compenfates for liberty, but is even
attended with a fatisfa&ion and delight, be-
yond what liberty itsfelf can give’.

b W & Rl L g o
The Mifer and the Magpye.

S a Mifer [ate at his defk, counting over

his heaps of gold; a Magpie eloping from

his cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away
withiit.  The Mifer, who never fail’d to count
his money over a {fecond time, immediately mif-
fed the piece, and rifing up from his feat in the
utmoft confternation, obferved the felon hiding
it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou,
cryed he, ‘that worlt of thieves, who has rob-
bed me of my gold, without the plea of necefli-
ty, and without regard to its proper ufe? But
thy life thall attone for fo prepofterous a villa-
ny. Soft words good matfter, quoth the Mag-
pye. Have I then injured you, in any other
{enfe
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fenfe than you defraud the public? And am I
not ufing your money in the fame manner you
do yourfelf? If I muft lofe my life for hiding 2
fingle guinea, what do you. I pray, deferve,
who fecrete fo many thoufands?

E . A Boo B Bpod VEL
The Senfitive Plant and the T hifile.

Thiftle happened to {pring up very near

to a Senfitive Plant. The former obfer-
ving the extream bathfulnefs and delicacy of
the latter, addrefled her in the following man-
ner. Why are you {o modeft and referved, my
good neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at
the approach of firangers? Why do you fhrink
as if you were afraid, from the touch of every
hand? Take example and advice from me: if I
liked not their familiarity, I would make them
keep their diftance, nor fhould any fawcy finger
provoke me unrevenged. Our tempers an
qualities, replyed the other, are widely diffe-
rent. 1 have neither the ability nor incli-
nation to give offence: you it feems are by
no means deftitute of either. My defire 1s

to live peaceably in the ftation wherein I am
» placed
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placed; and tho’ my humility may now and
then caufe me a moment’s uneafinefs, it tends
on the whole to preferve my tranquility. The
cafe is otherwife with you, whofe irritable
temper, and revengeful difpofition, will proba-
bly one time or other be the caufe of your de-
ftrution. While they were thus arguing the
point, the gardiner came with his little fpaddle,
in order to lighten the earth round the flem of
the Senfitive Plant; but perceiving the Thiftle,
he thruft his inftrument thro’ the root of 10,
and directly toffed it out of his garden.

FoslAseaBaw 12 AB < oNTIE:
The Poet and the Death-Watch.

AS a Poet fate in his clofet, feafting his i-
magination on the hopes of fame and im-
mortality; he was flartled on a fudden with the
ominous found of a Death-watch. However,
immediately recolle&ing himfelf, vain infe&,
faid he, ceafe thy impertinent forebodings, fuf-
ficient indeed to fright the weaknefs of women
or of children; but far beneath the notice of a
Poet and Philofopher. As for me, whatever

accident
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accident may threaten my life, my fame, {pite
of thy prognoftics, fhall live to future ages.
May be fo, replyed the infe&, 1find atleaft, thou
had'ft rather liften to the maggot in thy head,
then to the worm beneath'thy table: but know,
that the fuggeftions of vanity are altogether
25 deceitful as thofe of fuperftition.

oy Gl Y St T B

Pythagoras and the Critic.

YTHAGORAS was one day very ear-

neftly engaged in taking an exact meafure
of the length of the olympic courfe. One of
thofe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing,
and are ready to interpofe with their opinion
upon all fubjeéts, happened to be prefent; and
could not help {miling to himfelf to fec the
Philofopher {o employed, and to obferve what
oreat attention and pains he beftowed upon
fuch a bufinefs. And pray, {ays he, accofting
Pythagoras, may I prefume to afk, with what
defign you have given yourfelf this trouble?  Of
that, replied the Philofopher; 1 {hall very rea-

dily inform you. We are aflured, that Hercules,
when
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when he inftituted the olympic games, himfelf
laid out this courfe by meafure, and determin-
ed it to the length of fix hundred feet, meafu-
ring it by the ftandard of his own foot, Now by
taking an exa® meafure of this fpace, and fee-
ing how much it exceeds the meafure of the
fame number of feet now in ufe, wecan find how
much the foot of Hercules, and in proportion
his whole ftature, exceeded that of the prefent
generation. A very curious {peculation truly,
fays the Critic, and of great ufe and importance,
no doubt! And {o you will demonftrate to us,
that the bulk of this fabulous hero was equal
to his extravagant enterprifes and his marvellous
exploits. And pray Sir, what may be the refult
of your enquiry atlaft? I fuppofe,you can now
tell me exadtly to a hair's breadth how tall Her-
cules was. The refult of my enquiry, replyed
the philofopher, is this; and it is a conclufion
of greater ufe and importance than you feem
to expect from it; that if you will always efti-
mate the labours of the philofopher, thedefigns
of the patriot, and the actions of the hero, by
the {ftandard of your own narrow conceptions,
you will ever be greatly miftaken in your judg-
ment concerning them.

L FABLE
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The Bear.

Bear who was bred in the favage defarts of

Siberia, had an inclination to {ee the world.
He travelled from foreft to foreft, and from one
kingdom to another, making many profound
obfervations in his way. Among the reft of
his excurfions, he came by accident into a
farmer’s yard, where he fawa number of poultry
ftanding to drink by the fide of a pool. Ob-
ferving that after every fip they turned up their
heads toward the fky, he could not forbear en-
quiring the reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony.
They told him that it was by way of returning
thanks to heaven for the benefits they received;
and was indeed an ancient and religious cuftom,
which they could not, with a fafe confcience,
or without impiety, omit. Here thé Bear
burlt into a fit of laughter, at once mimicking
their geftures, and ridiculing their fuperftition,
in the moft contemptuous manner. On this,
the Cock, with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs
of his charaéter, addrefled him in the following
words. As you are a ftranger, Sir, you per-

haps



ORIGINAL FABLES. 146

haps may be excufed the indecency of this be-
haviour; yet give me leave to tell ye, that none
but a Bear would ridicule any religious ceremo-
nies whatfoever, in the prefence of thofe who
believe them of importance.

For AomBial] 07 For BT
The Stork and the Crow.

Stork and a Crow had once a firong con-

tention, which of them flood higheft in
the favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his
ikill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies,
and his great ufe to the prielts of that deity in
all their facrifices and religious ceremonies.
The Stork urged only his blamelefs life, the
care he took to preferve his offspring, and the
affiftance he lent his parents under the infir-
mities of age. Ithappened, as it generally does
in religious difputes, that neither of them could
confute the other; fo they both agreed to refer
the decifion to Jupiter himfelf. On their joint
application, the god determined thus between
them. Let none of my creatures defpair of my
regard: I know their weaknefs; I pity their er-
rors; and whatever 4s well meant, I accept as

Lo 1t
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it. was intended. Yet facrifices or ceremonies
are in themfelves of no importance; and every
attempt to penetrate the counfels of the gods, is
altogether as vain as it is prefumptuous: but he
who pays to Jupiterajuft honour and reverence,
who leads the moft temperate life, and who
does the moft good in proportion to his abili-
ties; as he beft anfwers the end of his creati-
on, will affuredly ftand higheft in the fayour of
his creator.

{7 oo W S e I U |

Echo and the Owl.

HE vain hear the flatteries of their own
imagination, and fancy them to be the
voice of fame.

A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fate
repeating her fereams at midnight, from the
hollow of a blafted oak. And whence, cryed
fhe, proceeds this aweful filence, unlefs it be
to favour my fuperior melody? Surely the
groves are hufht in expeftation of my voice,
and when I {ing, all nature liftens. An Echo
refounding from an adjacent rock, replyed im-
mediately, ** all nature liftens.”  The nightin-
gale, refumed the, has wfurped the fovreignty

b y
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by night: ker note indeed is mufical, but mine
is {weeter far. The voice, confirming her opi-
nion, replyed again, ‘“is fweeter far.” Why
then am I diffident, continued the, why do I
fear to join the tuneful choir? The Echo, ftill
flattering her vanity, repeated ‘ join the tune-
ful choir.”” Roufed by this empty phantom of
encouragement, the on the morrow mingled
her hootings with the harmony of the groves.
But the tuneful fongfters, difgufted with her
noife, and affronted by her impudence, unani-
moully drove her from the fociety, and flill con-
tinue to purfue her wherever fhe appears.

E o AnB bl el XTI

Prometheus.

ROMETHEUS formed man of the fin-

cft clay, and animated his work with fire
{tolen from heaven. He endowed him with all
the faculties that are to be found amongit
the animal creation: he gave him the cou-
rage of the lion, the fubtlety of the fox, the
providence of the ant, and the induftry of the
bee; and he enabled him, by the fuperiority
of his underftanding to fubdue them all, and
Ls to
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to make them fubfervient to his ufe and plea-
fure. He difcovered to him the metals hidden
in the bowels of the earth, and fhewed him their
{feveral ufes.  He inftruéted him in every thing
that might tend to cultivate and civilize human
life: he taught him to till the ground, and to
improve the fertility of nature; to build houfes,
to cover himfelf with garments, and to defend
himfelf againft the inclemencies of the air and
the feafons; to compound medicines of {alutary
herbs, to heal wounds, and to cure difeafes; to
conflru& thips, to crofs the feas, and to com-
municate to every country the riches of all.
In a word he indued him with fenfe and me-
mory, with fagacity and invention, ‘with art
and fcience; and to crown all, he gave him an
infightinto futurity. But, alas! this latter gift,
inftead of improving, wholly deftroyed the pro-
per effect of all the former. Furnifhed with all
the means and inftruments of happinefs, man
neverthelefs was miferable; thro’ the knowledge
and dread of future evil, he was incapable of
enjoying prefent good. Prometheus faw, and
immediately reflolved to remedy this inconve-
nience: he effetually reftored man to a capacity
of happinefs, by depriving him of prefcience,
and giving him kope in its {tead.

FABLE
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Momus.

? IS faid that Momus was perpetually bla-

ming and ridiculing whatever he faw.
Even the works of the gods themfelves could
not efcape his univerfal cenfure. The eyes
of the bull, he faid, were fo placed by Jupiter,
that they could not dire& his horn in pufhing
at his enemies. The houfes which Minerva
had inftruéted men to build, were contrived
fo very injudicioufly, that they could not re-
move them from a bad neighbourhood, nor
from any other inconvenience. In fhort, the
frame of man himfelf was in his opinion ex-
treamly defe@tive; having no window in his
bofom, that might demonftrate his fincerity, or
betray his wicked purpofes and prevent their
exccution. Thefe and many other faults were
found in the produions of nature; but when
he {furveyed the works of art, there was no end
of his altercations.  Jupiter, being refolved to
try how far his malice would proceed, fent his
daughter Venus to defire that he would give

his opinion of her beauty. She appeared ac-
Ly cord-
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cordingly before the churlih God, trembling
at the apprehenfion of his known feverity. He
examined her proportions with all the rigour
of an envious critic. But her fhape and com-
plexion were fo firiking, and her fmiles and
graces o very engaging, that he found it im-
poflible to give the leaft colour to any objection
he could make. Yet, to fhew how hard male-
volence will ftruggle foracavil; asfhe wasretir-
ing from his prefence, he begged fhe would ac-
quaint her father, that whatever grace might be
in her motion, yet — her flipperswere too noify.

i Wil o Masl MIEAL e, 4 A
The Buiterfly, the Snail and the Bee.

AButterﬂy, proudly perched on the gawdy
leaves of a french marygold, was boafting
the vaft extent and variety of his travels. I
have ranged, faid he, overthe graceful and ma-
jettick {cenes of T Hagley, and have feafted my
eyes with elegance and variety at * The Leafowes.
I have wandered thro’ regions of Eglantine
and Honey-fuckle, I have revelled in kifles on

beds

4 Lord Lytteltone’é. * Mr Shenftone’s.
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beds of Violets and Cowilips, and have enjoy-
ed the delicious fragrance of Rofes and Carna-
tions. In fhort, my fancy unbounded, and my
flights unreftrained, I have vifited with perfedt
freedom all the flowers of the field or garden,
and muft be allowed to know the world, in a fu-
perlative degree.

A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders
on a cabbage-leaf, was ftruck with admiration;
and concluded him, from all this experience,
to be the wifeflt of animal creatures.

It happened that a Bee, purfued her occupa-
tion on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, and
having heard our oftentatious vagrant, re-
primanded him in this manner, Vain, empty
flutterer, faid fhe, whom inftru®ion cannot im-
prove, nor experience itfelf enlighten! Thou
haft rambled over the world; wherein does thy
knowledge of it confift? Thou haft feen variety
of objedts; what conclufions has thou drawn
from them? Thou haft tafted of every amufe-
ment; haft thou extra&ed any thing for we? I
too am a traveller: go and look into my hive;
and let my treafures fhadow out to thee, that the
intent of travelling, is, to colle@& materials ei-
ther for the ufe and emolument of private life,
or for the advantage of the community.

FABLE
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The Tuberofe and the ’Sun-ﬂower.

Tuberofe in a bow-window on the north-

fide of a flately villa, addrefls’d a fun-flower
which grew on a {lope, that was contiguous
to the houfe. Pray, fays he, neighbour Turn-
fole, to what purpofe do you pay all this devo-
tion to that fiGtitious deity of yours, the Sun?
Why are you continually diftorting your body,
and cafting up your eyes to that glaring lumi-
nary? What fuperltition induces you to think,
that we flowers exift only thro’ Ais influence?
Both you and I are furely indebted to the
hot-bed, and to the diligence of the gardiner,
for our produétion and {upport. For my part,
I fhall referve my homage, together with my
fweets, for that benevolent mafter who 1s con-
tinually watering and refrefhing me: nor do 1
defire ever to fee the face of that Sun you fo
vainly idolize, while I can enjoy the cool fhade
of this magnificent falon. Truce with thy
blafphemies, replied the Sun-flower: why doit
thou revile that glorious being, who difpenfes
life and vigour, not only to us, but to every part
of
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of the creation? Without this, alas! how ineffec-
tual were the {kill and vigilance of thy boafted
mafler; either to fupport ¢hy tender frame, or
even to preferve his own! But this muft ever
be the cafe with fuch contraded underﬁandings:
fufficient, indeed, to point out our more imme-
diate benefacors, without 'regarding that ori-
ginal {ource, from which all beneficence pro-
cceds.

Eilde B daisR XVII.
The Magpye and the Raven.

HERE was a certain Mag-pye, more bu-
{fy and more loquacious than any of his
tribe. His tongue was in perpetual motion,
and himfelfcontinually upon the wing; flutter-
ing from place to place, and very feldom ap-
pearing twice together in the fame company.
Sometimes you faw him with a flock of pi-
geons, plundering a field of new fown corn;
anon, perch’d upon a cherry tree with a parcel
of tom-tits: The next moment, you would be
furpriz’d to find the fame individual bird en-
gaged with a flight of crows, and feafting upon
a carcafe;

He
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He took it one day into his head to vifitan old
Raven, who lived retird among the branches
of a venerable oak; and there, at the foot of a
lonely mountain, had paft near half a century.

I admire, fays the prating bird, your moft
romantick fituation, and the wildnefs of thefe
rocks and precipices around you: I am abfo-
lutely tranfported with the murmur of that
water-fall: methinks it diffufes a tranquillity,
{urpafling all the joys of publick life. What
an agreeable fequeftration from worldly buitle
and impertinence! what an opportunity of con-
templating the divine beauties of nature! I
{hall moft certainly, my dear, quit the gaieties
of town, and for the fake of thefe rural {cenes,
and my good friend’s converfation, pafs the re-
mainder of my days in the folitude he has cho-
fen.

Well, Sir, replies the Raven, T fhall be at all
times glad to receive you in my old fafhion’d
way; but you and I fhould certainly prove molft
unfuitable companions. Your whole ambition
is to fhine in company, and to recommend
yourfelf to the world by univerfal complaifance;
whereas my greateft happinels confifts in eafe
and privacy, and the fele& converfation of a
fewwhom I efteem. I prefer a good heart to

' the
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the moft voluble tongue; and though queftion-
lefs oblig'd to you for the politenefs of your
profeflions, yet I fee your benevolence divided
among {o numerous an acquaintance, that a very
{lender fhare of it can remain for thofe you are
pleafed to honour with the name of friends.

B ents: B sy Kb i 30N T
The Diamond and the Loadfione.

ADiamond of great beauty and lufire, obfer-
ving, not only many other gems of a
lower clafs ranged together with him in the
fame cabinet, but a Loadftone likewife placed
not far from him, began to queftion the latter,
how he came there; and what pretentions he
had to be ranked among the precious ftones;
he, who appeared to be no better than a mera
flint; a forry, coarfe, rufty-looking pebble; with-
out any the leaft ﬂlining quality to advance
him to fuchan honour: and concluded with de-
firing him to keep his diftance, and pay a pro-
per refped to his fuperiors. I find faid the
Loadftone, that you judge by external appear-
ances; and it is your intereft, that others fhould
form their judgment by the fame rule. I muft

own
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own I have nothing to boaft of in that refped;
but I may venture to fay, that I make amends
for my outward defelts, by my inward qualities.
The great improvement of navigation in thefe
latter ages is intirely owing to me. Itis ow-
ing to me, that the diftant parts of the world
are known and acceffible to each other; that the
remoteft nations are conne&ed together, and
all in a manner united into one common {ocie-
ty; that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve
one another's wants, and all enjoy the feveral
bleflings peculiar to each. Great Britain 1s
indebted to me for her wealth, her {plendour,
and her power; and the arts and {ciences are
in a great meafure obliged to me for their late
improvements, and their continual increafe.
I am willing to allow you your due praife in
its full extent; you are a very pretty bawble;
I am mightily delighted to fee you glitter and
fparkle; I look upon you with pleafure and
furprife: but I muft be convinced that you are
of fome fort of ufe, before I acknowledge that
you have any real merit, or treat you with
that refpe&t which you feem to demand.

FABLE
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EAVA B
The Boy and the Nettle,

A Little Boy, playing in the fields, chanced

to be ftung by a Nettle, and came crying
to his father: he told him, he had been hurt
by that nafty weed feveral times before; that he'
was always afraid of it; and that now he did but
jult touch it, as lightly as poflible, when he was
fo {everely ftung. Child, fays he, your touching
it {o gently and timoroudly is the very reafon
of its hurting you. A Nettle may be handled
fafely, if you do it with courage and refoluti-
on: if you {feize it boldly, and gripe it faft,
depend upon’t it will never fting you; and you
will meet with many forts of perfons, as well
as things in the world, which ought to be treated
in the very fame manner. ¢

FABLE
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BrASBY BVE XX

The Monfler in the Sun.

N Aftronomer was obferving the Sun thro’

a telefcope, in order to take an exalt
draught of the feveral fpots, which appear up-
on the face of it. While he was intent upon
his obfervations, he was on a fudden furprifed
with anew and aftonifhing appearance; 2 large
portion of the furface of the Sun was at once
covered by a Monfter of enormous fize, and
horrible form; it had an immenfe pair of wings,
a great number of legs, and a long and vaft
probofcis; and that it was alive, was very ap-
arent, from his quick and violent motions,
which the obferver could from time to time
plainly perceive. Being fure of the fact, (for
how could he be miftaken in what he faw fo
clearly?) our Philofopher began to draw ma-
ny furprifing conclufions from premifes fo
well eftablifhed. He calculated the magnitude
of this extraordinary animal; and found that

he covered about two {quare degrees of the
Sun’s
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Sun’s {furface; that placed upon the earth he
would fpread over half one hemifphere of it;
and that he was feven or eight times as big as
the moon. But what was molft aftonifhing, was
the prodigious heat that he muft endure: it was
plain, that he was fomething of the nature of
the falamander, but of a far more fiery tempe-
rament; for it was demonftrable from the clear-
eft principles, that in his prefent fituation he
muft have acquired a degree of heat two thou-
fand times exceeding that of red hot iron. It
was a Problem worth confidering, whether he
fubfifted upon the grofs vapours of the Sun,
and fo from time to time cleared away thofe
fpots which they are perpetually forming, and
which would otherwife wholly obfcure and in-
cruftate its face; or whether it might not feed
on the folid fubftance of the orb itfelf, which
by this means, together with the conftant ex-
pence of light, muft foon be exhaufted and con-
fumed; or whether he was not now and then
fupplied by the falling of fome eccentric Comet
into the Sun: however this might be, he found
by computation that the earth would be but
fhort allowance for him fora fewmonths. And
farther, it was no improbable conjeéture, that,
as the earth was deftined to be deftroyed, by

M fire,
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fire, this fiery flying Monfler would remove
hither at the appointed time, and might much
more eafily and conveniently effet a conflagra-
tion, than any Comet, hitherto provided for
that {ervice. In the earneft purfuit of thefe,
and many the like deep and curious {peculati-
ons, the Aftronomer was engaged, and was pre-
paring to communicate them to the public. In
the mean time, the difcovery began to be much
talked of; and all the virtugft gathered together
to {ee fo ftrange a fight. They were equally
convinced of the accuracy of the obfervation,
and of the conclufions fo clearly deduced from
it. At lalt, one, more cautious than the reft,
was refolved, before he gave a full aflent to the
report of his fenfes, to examine the whole pro-
cefs of the affair, and all the parts of the inftru-
ment: he opened the Telefcope, and behold!
a {mall Fly was inclofed in it, which having
{ettled on the center of the objeét-glafs had giv-
en occafion to all this marvellous Theory.

How often do men, thro’ prejudice and paffi-
on, thro’ envy and malice, fix upon the bright-
elt and moft exalted characters, the grofleft and
moft improbable imputations. - It behoves us
upon fuch occalions to be upon our guard, and

to
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to fufpend our judgments; the fault perhaps
is not in the objeit, but in the mind of the ob-
ferver.

| s (U § N T DTS B

The difcontented Bee.

ABee complained to Jupiter, of the nume-
rous evils to which her condition expofed
her. Her body, fhe faid, was weak and feeble,
yet was fhe condemned to get her living by
perpetual toil; fhe was benumbed by the cold
of winter, and relaxed by the heat of Summer.
Her haunts were infeéted with Poifonous weeds,
and her flights obftructed by ftorms and tem-
pefts. In fhort, what with dangers from with-
out, and difeafes from within, her life was ren-
dered one continual {cene of anxiety and wretch-
ednefs. Behold now, faid Jupiter, the froward-
nefs and folly of this unthankful race! The
flowers of the field I have fpread before them
as a feaft, and have endeavoured to regale them
with an endlefs variety. They now revel on
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and
now on the ftill more fragrant banks of violets
and rofes. The bufinefls they complain of, is

M 2 the
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the extraltion of honey; and, to alleviate their
toil, I have allowed them wings, which readily
tranf{port them from one delicious banquet to
another. Storms, tempefts, and noxious weeds,
I have given them fagacity to fhun; and if ever
they are mifled, ’tis thro’ the perverfenefs of
their inclinations. But thus it is with Bees,
and thus with Men: they mifconfirue the bene-
volence of my defigns, and then complain that
my decrees are rigid: they ungratefully over-
look all the advantages,and magnify all the in-
conveniences of their ftation. But let my crea-
tures purflue their happinefs, thro’ the paths
mark’d out by nature; and they will then feel
no pain, which they have not pleafures to com-
penfate.

Bl A B Lo ol XK1

The Snipe Shooter.
A- S a fportiman ranged the fields with his

gun, attended by an experienced old {pa-

niel, he happened to {pring a Snipe; and, near-
ly at the fame inftant, a covey of Partridges.
Surprifed at the accdent, and divided in his
aim, he let fly too indeterminately, and by this
means
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means mifled them both. Ah, my good malfler,
faid the f{paniel, you fhould never have two
aims at once. Had you not been dazzled and
feduced by the extravagant hope of Partridge,
you would moft probably have {fecured your
Snipe.

T ot Bor Inelieios SKOGIRE

The Beggar and his Dog.

Beggar and his Dog fat at the gate ofa
noble Courtier, and were preparing to
make a meal on a bowl of fragments from the
Kitchen-maid. A poor dependent of his Lord-
fhip’s, who had been fharing the fingular fa-
vour of a dinner at the fteward’s table, was
ftruck with their appearance, and ftopped a
little to obferve them. The Beggar, hungry
and voracious as any Courtier in Chriftendom,
feized with greedinels the choiceft morfels, and
{fwallowed them himfelf; the refidue was divided
into portions for his children. A fcrag was
thruft into one pocket for honeft Jack, a cruft
into another for ba/iful Tom, and a lunchecon
of cheefe wrapt up with care for the little favou-
rite of his hopeful family. Infhort, if any thing
M g was
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was thrown to the Dog, it was a bone fo clofe-
ly picked, that it fcarce afforded a pittance to
keep life and foul together. How exadlly alike,
faid the dependent, is this poor Dog’s cafe and
mine! Heiswatching for a dinner from a mafter
who cannot {pare it; I for a place from a needy
Lord, whofe wants perhaps are greater than my
own; and whofe relations, more clamorous than
any of this Beggar’'s brats. Shrewdly was it faid
by an ingenious writer, a Courtier's Dependent is
a Beggar’s Dog.

BeeoAy B Los B XXV,

The Sun and the Vapour.

I N the evening of afummer’s day, as the Sun
defcended behind the weltern hills, he be-
held a thick and unwholefome Vapour extend-
ing itfelf over the whole face of the vallies.
Every fhrub and every flower immediately fold-
ed up its leaves, and fthrunk from the touch of
this detefted enemy. Well haft thou chofen, faid
the God of day, this the hour of my departure,
to {pread thy peftilential influence, and taint
the beauties of creation. Enjoy for a fhort
fpace the notable triumphs of thy malignity.

I
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I fhall return again with the morning, repair
thy mifchiefs, and put an end to thy exiftence.
May the flanderer, in thine difcern the fate of
calumny, and be warned to dread the return of
Truth.

P B sEnl Bio XV,

Love and Folly.

IN the moft early ftate of things, and among
the eldeft of beings, exifted that God as the
poets intitle him, or rather that Damon as
Plato calls him, whofe name is Love. He was
affifting to the father of the Gods in reducing
Chaos into order, in eftablifhing the harmony
of the univerfe, and in regulating and putting
in execution the laws by which the operations
of nature are performed, and the frame of the
world f{ubfifts. Univerfal good feemed to be
his only ftudy, and he was the fupreme delight
both of Gods and men. But in procels of
time, among other diforders that arofe in the
univerfe, it appeared, that Love began to devi-
ate very often from what had feemed till now
to be his chief purfuit: he would raife frequent
difturbances and confufion in the courfe of na-

M4 nature;
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ture; tho’ it was always under the pretence of
maintaining order and agreement. It feems
he had entered into a very intimate acquaint-
ance with a perfon, who had but lately made
her appearance in the world. This perfon was
Folly, the daughter of Pride and Ignorance.
They were very often together, and, as often
as they were, fome mifchief was fure to be the
confequence. By degrees he introduced her
into the heavens; where it was their great joy
" by various artifices to lead the Gods into fuch
meafures, as involved them inmany inconveni-
ences, and expofed them to much ridicule.
They deluded them all in their turns, except Mi-
nerva, the only divinity that efcaped their wiles.
Even Jupiter himfelf was induced by them_ to
take fome fteps not at all fuitable to the digni-
ty of his charalter. Folly had gotten the in-
tire afcendant over her companion; however,
fhe was refolved to make ftill more fure of him,
and engrofs him wholly to herfelf: with this
defign fhe infuled a certain intoxicating juice
into his nedtar, the effe@ts of which were {o
powerful, that in the end it utterly deprived
him of his fight. Love was too much preju-
diced in her favour, to apprehend her tobe the
caufe of his mistfortune; norindeed did he feem

to
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to be in the leaft fenfible of his condition.
But his mother Venus {oon found it out: and
in the excefs of her grief and rage carried her
complaint to Jupiter, conjuring him to punifh
the forcerefs who had blinded her fon. Jupi-
ter, willing to clear the heavens of fuch trou-
blefome company, called both parties before
him, and inquired into their condu&. After
a full hearing he determined, that Folly fthould
make fome fort of reparation for the injury done
to Love: and beingrefolved to punith both for
the many irregularities which they had lately
introduced, he condemned Love to wander ‘a-
bout the earth, and ordered Folly to be his
guide. (S0 9

Foin A 268 LB XKV

The Eclipfe.

ONE day when the moon was under an
Eclipfle, fhe complained thus to the Sun
of the difcontinuance of his favours. My
deareft friend, faid fhe, why do you not thine
upon me as you ufed to do? Do I not thine up-
on thee? faid the fun; I am very fure that I
wtend it. O no, replies the moon, but I now

per-
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perceive the reafon. I fee that dirty Planet,
the earth, is got between us. '

The good influences of the great would per-
haps be more diffufive, were it not for their mif-
chievousdependants, who are fo frequently fuf-
fered to interpofe.

FoHA B L Bsb XXV,

The Boy and the Butterfly.

Boy, greatly fmitten with the colours of

a Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flow-

er with indefatigable pains. Firft he aimed to
furprife it among the leaves of a rofe; then to
cover it with his hat, as it was feeding on a
daify; now hoped to fecure 1t, as it refted on a
fprig of myrtle; and now grew fure of his prize,
perceiving it loiter on a bed of violets. But
the fickle Fly, continually changing one blof
fom for another, flill eluded his attempts. At
length, obferving it half buryed in the cup of
a tulip, he ruthed forward, and fnatching it
with violence, crufhed it all to pieces. The
dying infe&, lecing the poor boy fomewhat
chagrined at his difappointment, addrefled him
' with
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with all the calmnefs of a ftoic, in the following
manner.—Behold now the end of thy unprofit-
ablefollicitude! and learn, forthe benefit of thy
future life, that all pleafure is buta painted But-
terfly; which, although it may ferve to amufe
thee in the purfuit, if embraced with too much
ardour, will perifh in thy graip.

EnniiAio dBid b il XOGVIEE

The Toad and the Ephemeron.

AS fome workmen were digging marble in
a mountain of Scythia, they difcerned a

toad of an enormous fize in the midft of a folid
rock. They were very much {urprifed at fo
uncommon an appearance, and the more they
confidered the circumftances of it, the more
their wonder increafed. It was hard to con-
ceive by what means this creature had preferved
life and received nourifhment in fo narrow a
prifon; and ftill more difficult to account for
his birth and exiftence in a place {o totally in-
accellible to all of his fpecies. They could
conclude no other, than that he was formed to-
gether with the rock in which he had been
bred, and was coeval with the mountain itfelf.
While
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While they were purfuing thefe fpeculations,
the Toad {at fwelling and bloating, till he was
ready to burft with pride and felf-importance;
to which at laft he thus gave vent,—yes, fays he,
you behold in me a fpecimen of the Antedilu-
vian race of animals. I was begotten before
the flood; and who is there among the prefent
upftart race of mortals, that fhall dare to con-
tend with me in nobility of birth or dignity of
chara&er? An Ephemeron, fprung that morning
from the river Hypanis, as he was flying about
from place to place, chanced to be prefent, and
obferved all that pafled with great attention
and curiofity. Vain boafter, fays he, what
foundation haft thou forpride, eitherin thyde-
{fcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy life,
becaufe it hath been long? What good quali-
ties haft thou received from thy anceftors? In-
{ignificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to
others, thou art almoft as infenfible as the block
in which thou waft bred. Even I, that had my
birth only from the fcum of the neighbouring
river, at the rifing of this day’s fun, and who
thall die at its fetting, have more reafon to ap-
plaud my condition, than thou haftto be proud
of thine. I have enjoyed the warmth of the
fun, the light of the day, and the purity of the

air:
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air: I have flown from ftream to ftream, from
tree to tree, and from the plain to the moun-
tain: I have provided for pofterity, and fhall
leave behind me a numerous offspring to peo-
ple the next age of to-morrow: in fhort, I have
fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have
been happy. My whole life, ’tis true, is but
of twelve hours; but even one hour of it is to
be preferred to a thoufand years of mere exift-
ence; or that have been {pent, like thine, in
floth, ignorance, and {tupidity.

o AR R @i X MGk

The Peacock.

THE Peacock, who at firft was diftinguifh-
ed only by a creft of feathers, prefer'd a
petition to Juno that he might be honoured
alfo with a train. As the bird was a particu-
lar favorite, Juno readily enough aflented; and
his train was ordered to furpafls that of every
fowl in the creation. The Minion, con{cious
of his fuperb appearance, thought it requifite
to aflume a proportionable dignity of gait and
manners. The common poultry of the farm-
yard were quite aftonifh’d at his magnificence;

and
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and even the Pheafants themfelves beheld him
with an eye of envy.—But when he attempted
to fly, he perceived himfelf to have {acrificed all
his afivity to oftentation; and that he was encum-
bred by the pompin which he placed his glory.

FouAd B LooE XXX

The Fly in St. Paul’s Cupola.

AS a Fly was crawling leifurely up one of
the columns of St. Paul’s Cupola, fhe of-
ten ftopped, furveyed, examined, and at laft
broke forth into the following exclamation.
Strange! that any one who pretended to be an
artift, thould ever leave fo fuperb a ftruéture,
with fo many roughnefles unpolithed! Ah, my
friend! faid a verylearned archited, who hung in
his web under one of the capitals, you fthould
never decide of things beyond the extent of
your capacity. This lofty building was not
erefted for fuch diminutive animals as you or
me; but for a certain fort of creatures, who are
at leaft ten thoufand times as large: to their
eyes, it is very poflible, thefe columns may
feem as fmooth, as to you appear the wings of
your favourite Miftrefs.

FABLE
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Fo B0 Bl B XX T

The Elm Tree and the Vine.

AN cxtravagant young Vine, vainly ambiti-

ous of independency, and fond of ram-
bling at large, defpifed the alliance of a ftately
Elm that grew near, and courted her embraces,
Having rifen to fome fmall height without any
kind of fupport, the fhot forth her flimfey
branches to a very uncommon and fuperfluous
length; calling on her neighbour to take notice
how little fhe wanted his afliftance, Poor in-
fatuated fhrub, replyed the Elm, how inconfifi-
ent 1s thy condué! Would’ft thou be truly inde-
pendent, thou fhould’ft carefully apply thofe
juices to the enlargement of thy ftem, which
thou lavifheft in vain upon unneceflary foliage.
I thortly fhall behold thee groveling on the
ground; yet countenanced, indeed, by many
of the human race, who intoxicated with va-
nity, have defpifed @conomy; and who, to
fupport for a moment their empty boaft of inde-
pendence, have exhaufted the very fource of it
in frivolous expences.

FABLE
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FivAzB L JEd XXXH.

The Lauruftinus and the R(fe-tree.

N the quarters of a fhrubbery, where deci-

duous plants and ever-greens were inter-
mingled with an air of negligence, it happened
that a Rofe grew not far from a Lauruftinus.
The rofe, enliven’d by the breath of June, and
attir'd in all its gorgeous blofloms, look’d with
much contempt on the Lauruftinus; who had
nothing to difplay but the dufky verdure of
its leaves. What a wretched neighbourhood,
cryed the, 1s this! and how unworthy to par-
take the honour of my company! Better to
bloom and dye in the defert, than to aflociate
mvlelf here with fuch low and dirty vegetables.
And is this my lot at laft, whom every nation
has agreed to honour, and every Poet confpired
to reverence, as the undoubted fovereign of the
field and garden? If I really am fo, let my fub-
jeds at leaft keep their diftance, and let a circle
remain vacant round me, fuitable to the ftate my
rank requires. Here, gardiner—bring thy
hatchet; prithee cut down this Lauruiftinus; or

at leaft remove it to its proper fphere. Be pa-
ci['y’d,
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cifyed, my lovely Rofe, replied the Gardiner;
enjoy thy fovereignty with moderation, and thou
fhalt receive all the homage which thy beauty
canrequire. But remember that inwinter, when
neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one
flower or leaf to chear me, this faithful fhrub,
which thou defpifeft, will become the glory of
my garden. Prudence therefore as well as gra-
titude is concerned, in the protetion of a friend,
that will thew his Friendfhip in adverfity.

FitroAr wiBect o XXOCHT

The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree.

HE Senfitive Plant, being brought out of

the greenhoufe on a fine fummer’s day,

and placed in a beautiful grove adorned with
the fineft foreft trees and the moft curious plants,
began to give himfelf great airs, and to treat all
that were about him with much petulance and
difdain. Lord! fays he, how could the gardi-
ner think of fetting me among a parcel of trees;
grofs, inanimate things, mere vegetables, and
perfect ftocks! Sure he does not take me for a
common plant, when he knows, that I have the
fenfe of feelingin a more exquifite degree than
N he
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he has himfelf. It really fhocks me to {ee into
what wretched low company he has introduced
me: ’tis more than the delicacy of my conflitu-
tion, and the extreme tendernefs of my nerves,
can bear. Pray, Mr. Acacia, ftand a little far-
ther off, and don’t prefume quite fo much up-
on your idle pretence of being my coufin.
GoodMr. Citron, keep your diftance, I befeech
you; your ftrong fcent quite overpowers me.
Friend Palm-tree, your offenflive fhade is really
more than I am able to fupport. The lofty
Palm-tree, tho’ little moved by fo unmannerly
an attack, condelcended to rebuke the imper-
tinent creature in the following manner. Thou
vegetable fribble! Learn to know thylelf, and
thy own worthleflnefs and infignificancy.
Thou valueft thyfelf on a vicious foftnefs, a falfe
delicacy, the very defect and imbecility of thy
nature. What art thou good for, that fhrinkeft
at a touch, and droopeft at a breath of air; fee-
ble and barren, a perpetual torment to thyfelf,
and wholly ufelefs to others. Whereas we,
whom thou treateft with fuch difdain, make a
grateful return to man for his care of us; {fome
of us yield him fruit; others are ferviceable to
him by their ftrength and firmnefs; we fhade
him from the heat of the fun, and we defend

him
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him from the violence of the winds. I am par-
ticularly diftinguithed for my hardinefs and
perfeverance, my fteadinefs and conftancy: and
on account of thofe very qualities which thou
wanteft and affe&eft to defpife, have the honour
to be made the emblem of conqueft, and the
reward of the Conqueror.

Fog A B B dral SN

The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon.

A Crocodile of prodigious fize, and uncom-
mon fiercenefs, infefted the banks of the
Nile, and fpread defolation through all the
neighbouring country. He feized the thepherd
together with the fheep, and devoured the herd{-
man as well as the cattle. Emboldened by
fuccefs,and the terror which prevailed wherever
he appeared, he ventured to carry his incurfi-
ons even into the ifland of Tentyra, and to
brave the people, who boaft themfelves the
only tamers of his race. The Tentyrites them-
felves were ftruck with horror at the appear-
ance of a monfter fo much more terrible than
they had ever {een before: .even the boldeft of
them dared not to attack him openly; and the

N ¢ moft
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moft experienced long endeavoured with all their
art and addrefs to furprife him, but in vain.
As they were confulting together what they
thould do in thefe circumftances, an Ichneumon
ftepped forth, and thus addrefled them: I per-
ceive your diftrefs, neighbours; and tho’ 1 can-
not aflift you in the prefent difficulty, yet give
me leave to offer you fome advice that may be
of ufe to you for the future. A little prudence
is worth all your art and your courage: it may
be glorious to evercome a great evil, but the
wifeft way is to prevent it. You delpife the
Crocodile while he is {fmall and weak; and do
not {ufliciently confider, that, as he is a long-
lived animal, {o ’tis his peculiar property to
grow as long as he lives. Youfee I am a poor,
little, feeble creature; yet am I much more ter-
rible to the Crocodile, and more ufeful to the
country, than you are. I attack him in the
eggs and while you are contriving for months
together, how to get the better of one Groco-

dile, and all to no purpofe, I efleCtually de-
ftroy fifty of them in a day.

FABLE
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FivAsBu sl iR G XIKXVE
The Tulip and the Rofe.

ATulip and a Rofe happened to be near
neighbours in the fame garden. They
were both indeed extremely beautiful; yet the
Rofe engaged confiderably more than an equal
fhare of the gardiner’s attention. Enamoured,
as in truth he was, of the delicious odour it
diffufed; he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip,
to be always kiffing and carefling it. The en-
vy and jealoufy of rival beauties are not eafily
to be concealed. The Tulip, vain of its exter-
nal charms, and unable to bear the thought
of being forfaken for another, remonfirated in
thefe words againft the gardiner’s partiality.
Why are my beauties thus negle®ed? Are not
my colours more bright, more various, and
more inviting, than any which that red-faced
Thing has to difplay? Why then is fke to en-
grofs your whole affetion, and thus for ever
to be preferred®>—Be not diffatisfyed, my fair
Tulip, faid the gardiner; T acknowledge thy
beauties, and admire them as they delerve.
But there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch
N 3 attrac-
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attrative odours, fuch internal charms, that I
enjoy a banquet in their fragrance, which no
mere beauty can pretend to furnifh.

i - S & ok s R, B, 1
The Woodcock, and the Mallard.

Woodcock and a Mallard were feeding to-
gether in fome marfhy ground at the tail

of a mill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamifh Wood-
cock, in what a voracious and beaftly manner
do you devour all that comes before you! Nei-
ther fnail, frog, toad, nor any kind of filth, can
efcape the fury of your enormous appetite.
All alike goes down, without meafure and with-
out diftinétion.—What an odious vice is Gluttony!

Good-lack! Reply’d the Mallard, pray how
came jou to be my accufer? And whence has
your exceflive delicacy a right to cenfure my
plain eating? Is it a crime to fill one’s belly?
Or is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleafed
with the food which nature offers us? Surely
I would fooner be charg’d with gluttony, than
with that finical and fickly appetite, on which

yor
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you are pleafed to ground your fuperiority of
tafle.—What a filly vice is daintinefs!

Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpec-
tive paflions, our epicures parted with a mutual
contempt. The Mallard hafting to devour
fome garbage, which was in reality a bait, im-
mediately gorged an hook thro’ mere greedi-
nefls and overfight: while the Wood-cock, fly-
ing thro’ a glade, in order to feek his favourite
juices, was entangled in a net, fpread acrofs it
for that purpole: falling cach of them a facrifice
to their different, but equal, foibles.

I A eliek o XXXVIL

The two Trouts and the Gudgeon.

Fifherman, in the month of may, ftood an-
gling on the banks of Thames, with an ar-
tificial flya. He threw his bait with {fo much
art, that a young Trout was ruthing towards it,
when fhe was prevented by her mother. Never,
faid fhe, my child, be too precipitate, where
there is a pofibility of danger. Take due time
to confider, before you r1ﬂ< an alion that may
be fatal. How know you whether yon appear-
N 4 ance
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ance be indeed a fly, or the fnare of an enemy?—
Let fome one elfe make the experiment before
you. Ifit be a fly, he very probably will elude
the firlt attack: "and then the fecond may be
made, if not with fuccefs, at leaft with fafety.—
She had no fooner uttered this caution than a

Gudgeon feiz’d upon the pretended fly, and
became an example to the giddy daughter, of the
great importance of her mother’s council.

ol N o S v

The Stars and the Sky-Rocket.

S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afcend-

ed thro’ the air, and obferved the ftream

of light that diftinguifhed his paflage, he could
not forbear exulting in his elevation,and calling
upon the Stars to do him reverence. Behold,
faid he, what gazing multitudes. admire the
luftre of my train, whilft all your feeble fparks of
light pafs unobferved, or difregarded! The Stars
heard his empty boaft with a {ilent indignation:
the Dog-Star only vouchfafed to anfwer him.
How erroneous, faid he, are their conclufions
who liften to the voice of popular applaufe!
Tis true, the novelty of thy appearance may
pro-
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procure to thee more admiration then is allotted
to our daily courfe, although indeed a lafting
miracle. But do not eftimate thy importance
by the capricious fancy of mifguided men.
Know thyfelf to be the ufelefs pageant, the frail
production of a mortal hand. Even while I
{peak, thy blaze is extinguifthed, and thou art
funk into oblivion. We, on the other hand,
were lighted up by heaven for the advantage
of mankind, and our glory fhall endure for
ever.

B ARSES Wi XXXIX.
The Farmer and his three Enemies.

AWolf, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one e-
vening to be foraging in different parts

of a Farmer’s yard. Their firft effort was pret-
ty fuccefsful, and they returned in fafety to
their {everal quarters: however, not fo happy,
as to be unperceived by the Farmer's watch-
ful eye; who, placing feveral kinds of fnares,
made cach of them his prifoner in the next at-
tempt. He firft took the Hare to tafk, who
confefled fhe had eaten afew turnip-tops, mere-
ly to fatisfy her hunger: befought him piteouf-
1.,(
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ly to fpare her life, and promifed neverto enter
his grounds again. He then accofted the Fox;
who in a fawning obfequious tone, protelted
that he came into his premifes thro’ no other
motive than pure good will, to reftrain the
Hares and other vermin from the plunder of
his corn; and that, whatever evil tongues might
fay, he had too great a regard both for him and
for juftice, to be in the leaft capable of any dil-
honeft a&ion. He laft of all examined the Wolf,
what bufinefs brought him within the purlicus
of a Farmer's yard. The Wolf very impudent-
ly declared, it was with a view of deftroying his

Jambs, to which he had an undoubted right:
that the Farmer himfelf was the only felon, who

robbed the community of Wolves -of what was
meant to be their proper food. That this, at
leaft, was his opinion: and, whatever fate at-
tended him, he fhould not fcruple to rifque his
life in the purfuit of his lawful prey.

The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter-
mined the caufe in the following manner. The
Hare, faid he, deferves compaflion, for the pe-
nitence he fhews, and the humble confefhion
he has made:~—As for the Fox and Wolf, let

them be hanged together; their crimes them-
felves
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felves alike deferve it, and are equally heightened
by the aggravations of Aypocrific and of impu-
dence.

oA PR poedn XF
The Snail and the Statue.

Statue of the Medicean Venus was erected

in a grove facred to beauty and the fine

arts. Its modeft attitude, its elegant proporti-
ons, aflifted by the fituation in which it was
placed, attrafted the regard of every delicate
obferver.—A Snail, who had fixed himfelf be-
neath the moulding of the pedeftal, beheld
with an evil eye the admiration it excited.
Wheretore, watching his opportunity, he ftrove
by trailing his filthy flime over every limb and
feature, to obliterate thofe beauties which he
could not endure to hear {o much applauded.
An honeft linnet however who obferved him
at his dirty work, took the freedom to aflure
him that he would infallibly lofe his labour:
For altho’, faid he, to an injudicious eye, thou
mayit fully the perfections of this finifhed piece,
yet a more accurate and clofe infpedior, will ad-
mirec
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mire its beauty, thro’ all the blemifhes with
which thou haft endeavoured to difguife it.

| D . Sl il Wt i 0,4 b K
The Water-fall.

R OM the head of a narrow valley that is

wholly overfhaded by the growth of  trees,
a large cafcade burits forth with a luxuriance
unexpe&ed. Firlt the current rufhes down a
precipice with headlong impetuofity; then dafht
from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along
by fragments of ftone or trunks of trees, it af-
fumes a milk-white appearance, and fparkles
thro’ the gloom. All is intricacy; all is pro-
fufion: and the tide, however ample, appears
yet more confiderable by the fantaftick growth
of roots that hide the limits of its channel.
Thus bounding down from one delcent to ano-
ther, it no fooner gains the level, than it {inks
beneath the earth, and buries all its glory at
our feet.

A fpe&ator, privy to the fcanty fource which
furnifhed out this grand appearance, ftood one
day in a mufing pofture, and began to mora-

lize
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lize on its prodigality. Ah filly fiream! faid he,
why wilt thou haften to exhauft thy fource,
and thus wilfully incur the contempt that
waits on poverty? Art thou ignorant that thy
funds are by no means equal to this expence?
Fear not, my kind advifer, replyed the gene-
rous cafcade: the gratitude I owe my mafter,
who colle@®ed my rills into a fiream, induces
me to entertain his friends in the beft manner
I am able: when alone, I a& with more ceco-
nomy.

Foi AR Bl XLII.
The Oak and. the Sycamore.

A Sycamore grew befide an Oak; and being
not a little elevated by the firft warm days

in {pring, began to pour forth its leaves apace,
and to defpife the naked Oak for infenfibility,
and want of fpirit. The Oak, confcious of its
fuperior nature, made this ftoical reply. Be
not, my friend, fo much delighted with the firft
addrels of every fickle zephyr: confider the
frofts may yet return: do not afford them an
opportunity to nip thy beauties in their bud,
if thou coveteft an equal fhare in all the glories
of
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of the rifing year. As for me, I only wait to
fee this genial warmth a little confirmed: and,
whenever this is the cafe, I fhall perhaps dif-
play a majefty that will not ealily be fhaken.
But the tree that appears too fuddenly affected
by the firft favgurable glance of {pring, will ever
be the firft to fhed its verdure, and to droop be-
neath the frowns of winter.

B VA B L R 9 IXXTITE
The Wolf and the Shepherd’s Dog.

Wolf ranging over the foreft, came within

the borders of a theep-walk; when meet-
ing with the fhepherd’s Dog, that with a furly
fort of growl demanded his bufinefs there, he
thought proper to put on as innocent an ap-
pearance as he could, and protefted upon his-Ao-
nour that he meant not the leaft offence. Iam
afraid, faid the Dog, the pledge of your honour
is but a poor depofite for your honefly: you muft
not take it amifs, if I obje& to the Security. No
{lur upon my reputation, replied the Wolf, I
beg of you. My fenfe of honour isasdelicate,
as my great atchievements are renowned. 1

would not leave a {tain upon my memory for
the
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the world. The fame of what are commonly
called great atchievements is Very precious, to be
fure, returned the Dog; almoft equal to the
charalter of an excellent butcher, a gallant
highway-man, or an expert aflaflin. While the
Dog was yet fpeaking, a lamb happened to ftray
within reach of our hero. The temptation was
fironger than he was able to refift: He {prung
upon his prey, and was’ fcouring haftily away
with it. However the Dog feized, and held him,
till the arrival of the fhepherd, who took mea.
fures for his execution. Juft as he was going
to difpatch him; I obferve, fays the Dog, that
one of your noble atchievements, is the deftru@ion
of the innocent. You are welcome to the re-
nown, asyou are alfo to the reward of it. As
for me, I fhall prefer the credit of having honeftly
defended my mafter’s property, to any fame you
haye acquired by thus heroically invading it.

y PEAC VO | S W ol XLIV.
The Mufhroom and the Acorn.

A N Acorn fell from the top of an old vene-
rable Oak, full on the head of aMuthroom

that unhappily fprung up beneath it. Wound-
ed
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ed by the blow, the mufhroom complained of
the incivility. Impertinent upftart, replyed the
Acorn, why didft thou, with familiar boldnefs,
approach {o near to thy fuperiors? fhall the
wretched offspring of a dunghill prefume to raife
its head, on a fpotennobled by my anceftor for {o
many generations? I do not mean, returned
the Mufhroom, to difpute the honour of thy
birth, ‘or to put my own in competition with
it. On the contrary, I muft acknowledge that
I hardly know from whence I fprung. But fure
’tis merit, and not mere anceftry, that obtains
theregard of thofe, whofe approbation is truly
valuable. I have little perhaps to boalft, but
furely thou who haft thus infulted me, canft
have no pretence to any. I pleafe the palates
of mankind, and give a poignant flavour to
their moft elegant entertainments; while thou,
with all thy boafted anceftry, art fit to fatten

Hogs alone.

FABLE
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IEERGL G & S M O XLV.

Wifdom and Selfifnefs.

S Wifdom, in the form of a beautiful young
lady, was travelling along the road, it
happened, on a time, that fhe was benighted
and loft her way. She however had not wan-
dered far, when perceiving a light glimmer
from a window at {fome diftance, fhe endeavour-
ed to dire& her fteps towards the houfe where
it appeared. This proved to be no other than
the miferable abode of Selfifinefs; who, beneath
the femblance of a churlith and clofe-fifted pea-
fant, had long taken up hisrefidence in this lone-
fom habitation. She knockedat thedoor, to en-
quire her way. The Lout opened it with cau-
tion; but, being immediately ftruck with the
uncommon luftre of fo fine a figure, he found
his appetite awake, and became impatient for
the gratification of it. Wifdom, on the other
hand, feeling an utter deteftation for him,
would have willingly withdrawn herfelf; but
alas! it was too late. He took advantage of
her diftrefs; feized, and forced her to his bed.
Q Nine
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Nine months afterwards the was delivered of a
{quint-eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto whom fhe
never could be induced to fhew any marks of
natural affetion. She would not even own
him for her proper offspring; and he was put
into the hands of Dullnefs, to be nurfed and edu-
cated at her difcretion. As he arrived to years
of maturity, he was known by the name of Cun-
ning. Some faint refemblance he bore of his
Mother, procured him a degree of refpe& among
perfons of {mall difcernment; and he fhewed
fomewhat of her addrefs in regard to the means
by which he gained his ends; but he had fo
much of the Father, as never to extend his aims
to any truly noble or focial atchievement.

L PNt R P Ty 574 8
The Toad and the Gold-Fifh.

S a Gold-Fith, newly brought from the
warm regions of the eaft, difplayed his
beautiesin the fun; a Toad, who had long eyed
him with no {mall degree of envy, broke out
into this exclamation. How partial and how
‘fantaftick is the favour of mankind! regardlefs
of every excellence thatis obvious and familiar;

and
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and only ftruck with what is imported from a
diftant climate at a large expence! What a pom-
pous bafon is here conftruted, and what ex-
treme fondnefs is here thewn, for this infignifi-
cantftranger! When a quadrupede of my impor-
tance is negle&ed, thun’d, and even perfecuted.
Surely were I to appear in China, I fhould re-
ceive the fame or perhaps greater honours than
are lavifhed here upon this tinfel favourite.

The Gold-Fifh, confcious of his real beauty,
and fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo
very unfightly and deform’d a creature, made
this rational reply. It muft be confefled that
the opinions of men, are fometimes guided by
the caprice you mention. Yet, as for me and
the reft of my tribe, it is well known that if we
are admired in England, we are not lefs ad-
mired at home: being there efteemed by the
greatelt mandarins, fed by ftated officers, and
lodged in bafons as fuperb as any your nation
has to boaft. Perhaps then, notwithftanding
vour fage remark, there are fome virtues and
fome qualities that pleafe or difguft almoft uni-
verfally; and as innocence joined to beautyfeldom
fails to procure efteem, fo'malice added to de-

Sformity will caufe as general a deteftation.
O FABLE
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FORA R Al XLVII.

The Hermit.

Certain Hermit had fcooped his cave mear

the fummit of a lofty mountain, from
whence he had an opportunity of furveying a
large extent both of fea and land. He fat, one
evening, contemplating with pleafure on the
various objeéts that lay diffufed before him.
The woods were dreft in the brighteft verdure;
the thickets adorned with the gayeft blofloms.
The birds caroled beneath the branches; the
lambs frolicked around the meads; the peafant
whiftled befide his team; and the thips driven by
gentle gales were returning fafely into their
proper harbours. In fhort, the arrival of {pring
had doubly enlivened the whole fcene before
his eye; and every object yielded a difplay ei-
ther of beauty or of happinefs.

On a fudden arofe a violent ftorm. The
winds muftered all their fury, and whole forefts
of oak lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs
inftantly fucceeded; hailftones and rain were

poured
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poured forth in cataradts, and lightning and
thunder added horror to the gloom.

And now the fea piled up in mountains bore
aloft the largeft veflels; while the horrid uproar
of its waves drowned the fhrieks of the wretch-
ed mariners. When the whole tempeft had
exhaufted its fury, it was inftantly followed by
the fhock of an earthquake.

The poor inhabitants of the neighbouring vil-
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave;
fully convinced, that his well-known {anctity
would be able to prote@ them in their diftrefs.
They were, however, not a little furprifed at
the profound tranquility that appeared in his
countenance. My friends, faid he, be not
difmayed. Terrible tome,as wellasto you, would
have been the war of elements we have juit be-
held; butthatI have meditated with fo much at-
tention on the various works of Providence, as
to be perfuaded that his goodne/s is equal to his

power. y

O g FABLE
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F A BodigE XLVIII.
The Dove.

A Dove that had a mate and young ones,
happening to {py her cage-door open, was
driven by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an
adjacent grove. There, perched upon the
bough of a fycamore, fhe fat as it were wrapt in
deep contemplation; not recovering from her
reverie, until the owner drew nigh unfeen, and

brought her back to her little family.

Art thou not athamed then, fays her mate,
thus to defert thy helplefs offspring? Art thou

not bafe, to abandon me, for the company of”

birds to whom thou art a firanger? Could I
have harboured f{uch a thought? I, who have
been ever conftant to our firft engagement; and
muft have dyed of mere defpair, hadft thou not
returned to my embraces? But how, alas, return-
ed! Not, as it{feems, by choice; but enfnared

by dint of artifice, and brought hither by con-
ftraint.

Have patience, replied the rambler, and hear

the
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the plea of thy repentant mate. Witnefs all ye
powers of wedlock, ye that know what pailes
in the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this un-
happy moment, I felt a wifh to part from
thee! The door, fo feldom open, allowed but
one moment for deliberation, and I happened
to decide amifs. When removed to yonder
wood, the air of liberty breathed fo very {weet,
that, with horror I fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe
about returning to the cage. Pardon, I pray
thee, this one crime, and be well affured I will
relapfe no more. And that thou mayft be the
more induced to pardon it, know that the love
of liberty burns ever the ftrongeft, in bofoms
that are moft prone to conjugal affeion and
the love of young.

FOAY Sl g5 B i
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch.

ANightingaIe and a Bullfinch occupied two
cages in the fame apartment. The Night-
ingale perpetually varied her fong, and every
effort the made, afforded frefth entertainment.
The Bullfinch always whiftled the fame dull
tune that he had learnt, till all the family grew

O 4 weary
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weary of the difguftful repetition. What is
the reafon, faid the Bullfinch one day to his
neighbour, that your fongs are always heard
with peculiar attention, while mine, I obferve,
are almoft as wholly difregarded? The reafon,
replyed the Nightingale, is obvious; your au-
dience are fufficiently acquainted with every
note you have been taught, and they know your
natural abilities too well, to expeét any thing
new from that quarter. How then can you fup-
pofe they will liflen to a fongfter, from whom
nothing native or original is to be expeclted ?

AN B oL R ek
The Fighting Cocks, and the Turkey.

WO Cocks of the genuine game-breed,

met by chance upon the confines of their
refpettive walks. To fuch greatand heroick {ouls,
the fmalleft matter imaginable affords occafion
for difpute. They approach each other with
prideand indignation; they look defiance ; they
crow a challenge; and immediately commences
a long and bloody battle. It was fought on
both fides with fo much courage and dexterity ;
they gave and they received fuch deep and def-

perate
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perate wounds; that they both lay down upon
the turf utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled.
While this was their fituation, a Turkey that
had been a {pectator of all that paffed between
them, drew near to the field of battle, and re-
proved them in this manner. *“ How foolifh and
abfurd has been your quarrel, my good neigh-
bours! A more ridiculous one could {carce
have happened, amongft the moft contentious
of all creatures. men. Becaufe you have crowed
perhaps in each other’s hearing, or that one of
you has picked up a grain of corn upon the
territories of his rival, you have both rendered
yourfelves miferable for the remainder of your
days.”

Bt ARaB i ok ik

The King-fifher and the Sparrow.

S a King-filher was _fitting beneath the
thade, upon the banks of a river; fhe was
furprifed on a fudden by the fluttering of a
Sparrow, that had eloped from the neighbour-
ing town, to vifit her. When the firft compli-
ments were over, *“ How is it poflible, faid the
Sparrow, that a bird fo finely adorned, can
think
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think of fpending all her days in the very depth
of retirement! The golden plumage of your
breaft, the fhining azure of your pinions,
were never given you to be concealed, but to
attra® the wonder of beholders. Why then
fhould you not endeavour to know the world,
and be, at the fame time, yourfelf, both known
and admired?” You are very complaifant at
leaft, replyed the King-fifher, to conclude that
my being admired, would be the confequence of
my being known. But it has. fometimes been
my lot, in the lonefom vales that I frequent,
to hear the complaints of beauty that has been
negle&ed; and of worth that has been defpifed.
Poflibly it does not always happen, that even
Juperiour excellence is found to excite admiration,
or obtain encouragement. I have learn’d be-
fides, not to build my happine{s upon the opi-
nion of others; fo much as upon my own con-
vi&ion, and the approbation of my own heart.
Remember, Iama King-fither; thefe woods and
fireams are my delight; andfolong as they are
free from winds and tempefts, believe me, Iam
perfe@ly content with my fituation. Why
therefore thould I court the noife and buitle of
the world, which I find fo little agreeable to my
native difpofition? It may be the joy of a Sparrow

to
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to indulge his curiofity, and to difplay his elo-
quence. I, for my part, love ﬁlence;, privacy,
and contemplation; and think that Every-one
thould confult the native biafs of his temper,
before he chufes the way of life in which he
cxpedls to meet with happinefs.

Eeagdor By ST 1T

« The Bee and the Spider.

ON the leaves and flowers of the fame {hrub,
a Spider and a Bee purfued their feveral
occupations; the one covering her thighs with
honey, the other diftending his bag with poi-
fon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye oblique-
ly at the Bee, was ruminating with {pleen on
the fuperiority of her produ&ions. And how
happens it, faid he, in a peevith tone, thatIam
able to colle& nothing but poifon, from the felf
fame plant that fupplies thee with honey? My
pains and induflry are not lefs than thine ; in
thofe refpeés, we are each indefatigable, It
proceeds only, replyed the Bee, from our op-
pofite tempers and conftitution. The benevo-
lence and {weetnefs of my difpofition gives a
fimilar flavour to every thing Itouch; whereas
llly i
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thy malignity turns even that to poifon, which
by a different procefs had been the pureft of

honey.
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The Afs and the Lap-dog.
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The Wolf and the Crane.
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fadlors.
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The Country-man and the Snake.
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~ The Sun and the Wind.
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The Wolf and the Maftiff.
That a mere competence with liberty, is preferable to
Jervitude amid the grealeft affluence.
A T s e A O XXII.
Fortune and the School-boy.
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The Frog and the Ox.

The filly ambition to vie with our fuperiors, in regard
to outward  figure, rather than inward accomplifh-
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The Lion and other Bealts hunting.
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ful allies.

BXAX B 3L 15§ X&Vi
The Ant and the Fly.
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the moft [plendid flate of vaflalage.
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The Bear and the two Friends.
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The Bull and the Gnat.
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The Walp and the Bees.
The folly of arrogating to ourfelves, works, of which
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.The old Man and Death.

Men under calamity may [eem to wifk for death, but they
Jeldom bid him welcome when he fiares them in the

face.
BOUAN B, L B A RECK!
The Court and the Country-Moulfe.
That cven poverly with peace is preferable to the great-
eft affluence anidft anxiety.
E7 AT B dL JE - XXX
The Fox and the Goat.
That, when we are going to encounter difficulties, we
fhould depend more upon our own firength than the
affiftance of our neighbours.
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The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork.
Thofe who keep bad company, muft often expeét to Juffer
Jor the mifbehaviour of their companions.
Fr A B LoE~ XSCKITT.
The Oak and the Willow.

The courage of meeting death in an honourable caufe,
15 more commendable than any addrefs or artifice we
can make ufe of to evade it.

Pty Tt XXX TV
The Boy and the Filberts.

ThefurefLway to gain our ends, is tomoderate our defires.
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The Satyr and the Traveller.

We fhould immediately decline all commerce with a per-
Jon we find to be a double-dealer.

F. 540 B (a1 XX W,
The Horfe and the Stag.
Let revenge be ever fo fweet, ’tis too dear a purchafe at
the price of liberty.
E AR LRS8O VIl
The Farmer and his Sons.
That indufiry is itfelf a treafure.
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The Lion and the Gnat.

That litle minds are fo much elevated by any advan-
tage gained over their fuperiours, as to be immediate-

ly thrown off their guard againft a fudden change

of fortune.
FAYB E B X3XTX,

The Mifer and his Treafure.

> Tis the enjoyment of what we poffefs that alone grves it
any real value.

AKX - BiEUES XL
Minerva’s Olive.

Whatever fanq may determine, the flanding value (f

all things 1s in propor tion to their ufe
P2
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The Mimick and the Gountry-man.
There is no error too extravagant, for prepoffefion and
partiality.
WYX YDR 4. E dX§EII,
The Dog and the Grocodile.
"T'is ever dangerous to be long converfant with perfons
of a bad charatter.
BV A B Li Bl XL,
The Wolf in difguife.
T'here would be little chance of deteéling hypocrify, were
it mot always addified to over-alt its part.
Foapa ) Bl B pXEFY,
The Bee and the Spider.

Neither ingenuity nor learning are entitled to regard,
but in proportion as they contribute to the happinefs

of life.
Pl B BB aXHY,
The Afs and his Malfter.

That avarice (Jten miffes its point, thro’ the means it
ufes to fecure it.

F.JX  BiLZEA  XLW,
The Cock and the Fox.
To retort the artifice employed againft us, is an allow-

able part of [elf-defence.
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The Eagle and the Crow.

4 falfe cftimate of our own abilities, ever expofes us to

ridicule, and fometimes to danger.
FoigAERY MIMSTD.  SORRALTE.
The Farmer and the Stag.

Some expect the thanks that are due to a ceoility, while
they endeavour clandeflinely to undermine the value
of it.

oy g ol el B D e
The Lion, the Tiger, and the Fox.

The intemperate rage of clients gives the lawyer an op-

portunity of [eizing the property in difpute.
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The Lion and the Afs,

A total negledt is the beft return the generous can make
to the feurrility of the bafe.
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The Snake and the Hedge-hog.

"Tis ever imprudent to join interefls with thofe who are

able to impofe upon us their own conditions.
BELA - SB AL AR 2 LY,
The Trumpeter.

The fomenter of mifchief, is at leaft as culpable as he
who puts it in.exceution.
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Vice and Fortune.

That fortune, without the concurrence of vice, cannot ef-
Sfectually deflroy our happinefs: whereas vice, without

the help of fortune, can make us miferable to the laft
extreme.

b CONL N L SO RS V2
The Bear and the Bees.

*Twere more prudent to acquiefce under an injury from
a fingle perfon, than by an aét of vengeance tobring
upon us the refentment of a whole community.
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P ARBILEEA I
The Miller, his Son, and their Afs.

T H E neceffity of purfuing the dictatesof one’s reafon,
inftead of attempting to pleafe all mankind.

¥ig o B Ao ge K

The Sorcerefs,

There are numbers of people that would unhinge the
world, to eafe themfelves of the fmalleft inconvenience.
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The Cameleon.

The different lights in which things appear to different
judgments, recommend candor to the opinions of o-
thers, even at the time that we retain our own.
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The Wolf and the Lamb.

The young and arilefs fhould make caution fupply the
place of years and experience.
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The Fox and the Bramble.

We fhould bear with patience a fnall evil, when i is
connedted with a greater good. :
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The Falcon and the Hen.

Different kinds of experience, account for different kinds

of condudt.
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The Travellers and the Money-bag.

We cannot reafonably expeét thofe to bear a part in our
ill-foriune, whom we never permitted to fhare in our

profperity.
i B L WA IH,
The difcontented Afs.
We greatly diminifh the happinefs of life, by under-va-
luing all that is_fhort of perfection.



L NG g s X

BigA B M A
The two Springs.
There is more to be expeéted from [edate and filent, than
Jrom notfy, turbulent, and oftentatious begmnzngs
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The Butterfly and the Rofe.
We exclaim loudly againft that inconftancy in another,
to which we origmally gave occafion, by our own.
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The Tortoife and the two Ducks.

Curiofity often excites thqﬁe peaple to hazardous under-
takings, whom vanity and indifcretion render totally

unfit for them.
BYA B 1 & AXIE
The Cat and the old Rat.
Repeated inflances of artifice, create a fufpicion that is
our guard againft it.
BYA BB E BT
The Country-maid and the Milk-pail.
When we dwell much on diftant and chimerical advan-
tages; we neglet our prefent bufinefs, and are expo-
Jed to real misfortunes.
BB L XTVL
The Cormorant and the Fifhes.
"Tis extreme folly to afk advice of an interefted advifer.
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The Atheift and the Acorn.
He who difputes the exifience of a deity, will find him-
Jelf confuted by every part of nature.
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The Lynx and the Mole.
We _fhould zﬁ the talents that are allbtted, and are
moft fuitable,toour fpecies; inftead of difparaging thefe
Jaculties, that are as properly adapted to another.
FLaw B ik JE @ ST
The Spider and the Silk-worm.

He that is employed in works of ufe, generally advan-
tages hamfelf or others; while he who toils alone Sor
Jame, muft often expeét to lofe his labour.

Folale B Ll 3 TaVITT.
The Bee and the Fly.
The greateft genius with a vindictive temper, is far

Jurpaft in point of happinefs by men of talents lefs
confiderable.

EivA B SV By XX
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation.
That there are few things fo irreparably loft, as reputation,
3R B WEIERY 3850
The Court of Death.

Intemperance, is the great and original caufe, that
generally fhortens human life.
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Induftry and Sloth.

Our term of life does not allow time, for long-protracted
deliberations.

EoA B L Bee RXID.
The Hare’s ears.

A prudent perfon will not only preferve his innocence,
but avoid the confequence of any feeming handle he
may afford to his oppreffor.

P B At JE 6 XTI,
The Hermit and the Bear.

The random zeal of inconfiderate friends, is often as

hurtful as the wrath of enemies.
FARAR T R T
The Paflenger and the Pilot.

We are no where out of the reach of providence, either
to punifh or to protect us.

B AR AR CDVE WXXV,
The partial Judge.

The imjuries we do, and thofe we fuffer, are feldom

weighed in the fame fcales.

P B v B N RV E:
The Fox that had loft his Tail.

"Tis common for men to wifh others reduced to their
own level; and we ought to guard againft fuch ad-
vice, as may proceed from this principle.
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The Nobleman and his Son.
The means fuggefled by fuperflition to fecure us from
misfortune, often bring it wpon our heads.
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Jupiter and the Herdfman.
Were our il-judged prayers to be always granted, how
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The Eagle and the Owl.
The partiality of parents, often makes themfelves ridicu-.
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The Plague among the Beafts.

T/ze_ poor and helplefs undergo thofe punifiments Jor
Jmall and trivial gffences; which the rich and power-
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The Cat, the Cock, and a young Moufe.

If we truft merely to outward appearances, we_fhall of-
ten errin diftinguifhing betwixt our enemies and our

friends.
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The Farmer and his Dog.

The greater room there appears for refentment; the more
careful fhould we be, not to accufe an innocent perfon.
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The Gnat and the Bee.

Men expoftulate to litile purpofe, when their own exam-
ple confutes their argument.
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The Owl and the Eagle.

Narrow minds think the [yflem of the univerfe fhould

have been contrived to fuit themfelves alone.
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The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox.

Men who meditate mifechief, [uggeft the fame to others;
and generally pay dear for their froward gratifica-
tions.
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The Blind Man and the Lame.

The wants and weaknefs of individuals form the con-
nexions of fociety.
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The Lion, the Bear, and the Monkey.

It is often more prudent to fupprefsour fentiments, than
either to flatter, or to rail.
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The Owl and the Nightingale.

"Tisnatural for a pedant to defpife thofe arts, which po-
lifh our manners, and would extirpate pedantry.
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The Ant and the Caterpillar.

Boys of novery promifing appearances, often become the
greateft men.
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The two Foxes.

We fhould ever guard againft thofe vices, that are chiefl
wncident to our times of life = excefs and riot, whilft we
are young ; and egregious parfimony, aswe grow in
years.
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The conceited Owl.

Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, always ter-
minate in difgrace.
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The Fox and the Cat.

FPerfons may write fine fyflems of morality, who never
praétifed a fingle virtue.
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The two Horles,

The object of our pride, is often the caufe of vur misfor-
tunes. ‘
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The Dove and the Ant.

The moft important aéts of gratitude are oft performed
by the moft unlikely infiruments.
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ERIAGB B B HKIN.
The Parrot.
Gravity, tho' fometimes the mien of wifdom, is often
found to be the majfk of ignorance.
P A Ba L yEg XEME
The Cat and the Bat.
Inclination feems to have got the fart of duty, when we
Jeek to find it, in books of cafuiftry.
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The two Lizards.
The [uperior fafety of an obfcure and humble fationis a
ballance for the honors of high and envyed life.
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Jupiter’s Lottery.
Folly paffing with men for wifdom, makes each content-
ed with his own fhare of underflanding.
EARBS IR WXLEX,
The Litigious Cats.
The Scales of Judicature are feldom poifed,’till there is
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The two Dogs.
Our own moderationwill not ﬁcure us fromdifturbance,

if we conneét ourfelves with men of turbulent and
litigious difpefitions.
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Death and Cupid.

The young Jhould not a&, as tho’ they were exempt from
Death ; nor the old forget to guard againft the fool-
eries of Love.
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: The Mock-Bird.

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons who
poffefs no one talent befide.
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The Spetacles.

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as tho’
each faw them thro’ a different medium ; our attach-
ment to thefe opinions as fix’d and firm, as tho’
all faw them thro’ the medium of truth.
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Echo and the Owl.

T'he vain believe their imaginary perfections to engrofs
the attention of all mankind.
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Prometheus.
The bleffing of hope is better adapted to the ftate of mor-
tals, than the gift of prefcience.
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: Momus.
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The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee.

Fops may boaft of their extenfive travels, but ’tis only
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to the firft.
¥ ASB. L. SXVIT
The Mag-pie and the Raven.

The fop who prides himfelf upon a large acquaintance,
is but feldom capable of real Sriendfhip.
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PraAxB 4. E gXNiTL
The Diamond and the Load-ftone.

That the greateft merit is often concealed under the moft
unpromifing appearances.

Ergds Bl fE o XIX,
The Boy and the Nettle.

There are certain perfons who require to be treated ra-
ther with fhirit and refolution, than either tendernefs
or delicacy. :

P Bl g B XX
The Monfter in the Sun.

The fault wemany times impute to a character, is only to

be_found in the mind of the obferver.
FinA . By To G a3 T
The difcontented Bee.

The pleafures of life, were a ballance for the pains; did
we not encreafe thelatter by our own perverfenefs.
BiA B Ly B R06H
The Snipe-Shooter.

That we often mifs our poink, by dividing our attention.
CRARR B ST

The Beggar and his Dog.

The mifery of depending upon a patron, whofe charity
has too much to do at home.

Q2
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FIFAA R o E WX RIV:

The Sun and the Vapour.
Truth, tho' vanifhed, returns agan; flander is never
of a durable nature.
F-EAG BEALIES . SEXHA
Love and Folly.

That folly has often too great an influence in the direc-
tion of our amours. ;

BS AL B L BE - TGV T
The Eclipfe.
The favours of the great are too often obfirucled, by the
invidious offices of their mean dependents.
F SATB W, TECE XXV,
The Boy and the Butterfly.
An immoderate purfuit of pleafure, is generally defiruc-
tive of ils objedt.
10 AR LS T X VT
The Toad and the Ephemeron.
A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a family, by far lefs
honorable than an honeft indufiry.
WA I B XXX
The Peacock.

The parade and ceremony belonging to the great, are
often a refiraint upon their freedom and adlivily.



X N ‘Dl Bl X

FGALSR I B . 8O,
The Fly in St. Paul's Gupola.

Never to ¢fiimate things beyond our reach, by the nar-
row ftandard of our own capacities.

FivaA<B La El XXX
The Elm-tree and the Vine.
People who pride themfelves upon  their independence,
often flight economy, the fole foundation of it.
F AR LR XK
The Lauruflinus and the Rofe.
That friend is highly to be refpecled at all times, whofe
friendfhip is chiefly diftinguifhed in adverfity.
Fotdy L By 20T
The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree.
That an excefs of delicacy is to be confidercd rather as
an infirmity, than as a virtue.
FoiAsr B L TE 5 OCXONLY,
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon.
On the facility of conquering many evils at firft, which
being long neglecled become unfurmountable.
F AR By S XX Vi
The Tulip and the Rofe.

External beauty will often captivate ; but ’tis internal
merit that fecures the conqueft.
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F ALY  H H. XX VE
The Wood-cock and the Mallard,

A wvoracious appetite, and a fondnefs for dainties, equal-
ly take off our attention from more material concerns.

FiA%B LiE XXXVIL
The Trouts and the Gudgeon.
A perfon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the
Jirft miftake is irretrievable, or fatal.
Fo A B Lo B s X XORVILE
The Stars and the Sky-rocket.

T he vulgar are captivated by the works of art; but the
philofopher admires the works of nature.

| 00 R DO LA B ©. 4 b, W
The Farmer and his three Enemies.
That, humility extenuates any crime, of which hypocrify

and impudence are equal aggravations.

2 NG (RS i AR, A
The Snail and the Statue.

"Tiis the fate of envy to attack thofe charallers, that are
Juperiour to its malice.

Foin ioiai B il 1 WXLL

The Water-fall.

A generous nature will find refources in economy, for
the occafional exertion of beneficence and hofpitality.



s

LA, g o B Ul s

Irhr B o i g XEIL
The Oak and the Sycamore.

That he who is puffed up with the leaft gale of profpe-
rity, will as fuddenly fink beneath the blafts of misfor-

{fune,

AT, ) s R0 R - I 1 s
The Wolf and the Shepherd’s Dog.

That common honefly is a better principle, than what

we often compliment with the name of heroifm.
E=A"'8 T BLXIIV:
The Mufhroom and the Acorn.

The man who values himfelf too highly upon his birth,

has [eldom much claim to any other merit.
E o Bl B 3058
Wifdom and Selfithnefs.

Cunning feems to differ from wifdom, more in the end
that it propofes to itfelf, than in the means that it
employs.

S - W o el ol < O 3
The Toad and the Gold-fifh.

Beauty joined with innocence is univerfally refpeéted ;
malice added to deformity, as univerfally abhorred.
A ST 0L S B R

The Hermit. :

The goodnefs of providence apparent in his works, is
a proper motive for our tranquillity amidft every
exertion of his power.
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AL R L GE 4 XLV
The Dove.
The love of liberty, in well conflituted minds, holds a
place little inferiour to that of natural affection.
e Ao B - SEEX,
The Nightingale and the Bull-finch.

Learning isundoubtedly of the utmoft advantage to real
genius : yet, when put in competition, the funds of the
one are limited; and, of the othery inexaauftible.

! ot (R > P P ol O
The Fighting-Cocks and the Turkey.
Litigious perfons rarely weigh the caufe, together with
the confequence, of their impetuofity.
eyt I e ot e o
The King-fither and the Sparrow.
Men s natural temperswill beft direct them to their pro-
per [phere, in the purfuit of happinefs.
F. A B Ly E- LIL
The Spider and the Bee.

That the candid reader will reap improvement, where
the froward critick finds only matter of cenfure.
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