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THE 

P R E F A C Ee 

--r' HE fables .qf EfDp have always been efleem-
1 ed the beflleffons for youth, as bdl adapted 

to convey the mofl ujiful maxims, in the mqfl agree
able marmer. Accordz'ngly, manJI writers) both in 
verjc aud profe~ have endeavoured to cloath them 
in an Englifh drejs. It would ill become the 
Auth-or of this work to animadvert upon their 
labours: but he thinks it may be Jaid with. truth, 
and he hajJes alfo with modejly, that nothz'ng qf 
this kind which has been publijhed in projeJ can 
jzljily dijwurage him from the j;rifent underiak
zng. 

In forming this culletcion, he ha,s endeavoured to 
djfiingujjh, by two jeparate books, the 'refjJeElive 
comprfttions qf the earlier ancl later m)'thologjjls; 
and he trujls it will not be found that he has often 
been mijlaken in t!ti-J regulation Jhough an error rj 
that kind might perhaps appear ~~no great im
portance. His principal aim was to jeleEt jztch 
Fables as would make the jlrongd/; and mqfl Z([e-

.ful imjJrrjfions on the minds of youth; and t/zm 
to qjfer them in juch umifj'eEled language7 as mi'ght 

a '2 have 
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have fame tendency to improve their jlyle. ij in 
this he have at aLL fucceeded, the work, it is pre
jU'tn' d, will not be ttriferviceable to young readers, 
nor wholly unentertaining to perjons of maturer 
judgnunt. . 

To thife he has ventured to add a third book, 
corif?jling entirely of original Fables: and he o.f 
Jers it to the jmblic with all the dijfidence which 
ought to accompany every modern produelion, when 
it apjH:.ars in conjunElzon with writings of iftablijh
ed reputation. Indeed~ whatever hajJes he has~ 
that the prifent work may be favourably received, 
arije chi~fly from the cor!}ideration, that hr- Jzas 
been aififled in it bJI gentlemen of the mqfl diflin
guijhed abz"lities; and thatfeveral, both if the old 
and the new Fables, are not written by hirn:feij, 
but by authors, with ·whom it is an honour to he 
conneeled; and who having condifcend~d to favour 
him with their qj[iflance, have given him an ojJ. 
jJortunity of making fame atonement for his own. 
d~feEls . . 

The life of Efop prifixecl to this colleEhon, is 
taken from Monf. de Mezirjac, a verv learned 
and ingtnious Frenchman; who being dijgujled 
with the grofs .Jorgerie of that l)•ing monk Pia
nudes, publijhed in I 63 2 the br:fl account lze could 

colldl 
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collect from ancient writers rif good authority. 
But this little boo!<, Joan after became Jo extreamly 
Jcarce, that Monf Bayle_, in the Jirfl edition rif 
his dil1ionary, lmnents he never could get a fight 
rif it; Dr Bentley in his d_ijfertation on Efop 's 
Fables makes muck the fame complaint; nor does 
it appear that Sir Roger Lefhange or Dr. Cro
xal, ever jo much as heard lifMeziriac's name. 
The woTk indeed in the original has continued 
equallyjcarce to this da)l; but an Englifh trarifla
tion rif it falling into the writer's hands, he hath 
endeavoured z'n fame meajitre to correct the lan
guage; adding notes from Jeveral authors, parti
cularl;,.from Boyle's and Bentley's controverfy 
on the JubjeEC; and he is jJerfuaded that the judi
do us reader will not condemn him for adopting 
it, iriflead if the Jitlitious and alfurd relation of 
Planudes. 
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THE 

L I F E of E -S 0 P. 
C H A P. I. 

OJ the place of his birth. 

I T happened to Ho1ner, the prince of 
Grecian poets, that the place of his 

nativity was never certainly known; 
and it would be as difficult to afcertain 
the countrywhich gave birth to Efop, 
fo much have ancient authors differed 
alfo upon this fubjeB. So1ne have 
thought him a 1 Lydian born in the 
city of Sardis, the capital of that king
dom; others have believed he drew 
his origin from the ifiand of 2 Samos. 
Sotne have maintained that he -vvas a 3 
Thracian, of the city of ~iefe1nbria : 
but 4 authors are no-vv, for the 1nofi 
part, agreed, that he vvas a native of 
Phrygia, either of 5 Amoriu1n, or 6 
Coticeun1, both towns in the fame pro-

vince. 
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vince. However, as it may be allowa
ble to conjecture on a point fo dubious, 
I imagine they who have thought him 
a Lydian, or a Samian, have grounded 
their opinion on the probability of his 
being born in one ofthofe places where 
he fpent the greatefi part of his life; 
and 'tis certain that during his ilavery, 
his common habitation was in the 
ifiand of 7 Samos; and after he was 
made free, he lived almofl: wholly in 
the court of Crcrfus king of Lydia. But 
tho' this opinion is not totally deflitute 
of a plaufible appearance, the probabi
lity of his being a 8 Phrygian, as it is 
founded on the common confent of ma
ny ancient writers, and fupported by 
the mofi credible authority, is now 
generally received and efiabliihed. 

N 0 T E S. 

I Maximus Tyrius, Dijfert. XX. !2 Suidas. 3 
The Scholiafl on Arijtophanes. Heraclides in Gronov. 
Thej. Grcxc. Tom. VI. p. 2827. 4 Maximus Tyrius, 

Dijfert. 
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D!lfert. XXXIII. Lucian's True Hi.flory, Book 11. Sto
baeus. Suidas. A. Gellius. Phaedms. 5 Planudes. 
6 Suidas. Fabricius. 7 Jadmonat leajt, his lafi Maf 
ter, was of this ijland. Suidas Jays exprifsly, that Xan
thus was a Lydian. Fabricius indeed calls him a Sa
mian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I find any. 
8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor. 

It may perhajJs be acceptable to Jorne readers, and 
not improper in this place, to add a pqJ]age from the 
learned Mr. Sale, in his notes to the Koran, concerning 
the Eajtem fabulijt Lokrnan, who has been imagined 
by fame writers to be the fame perfon with our Efop. 
The Arabian writers, Jays he, ajfirm that Lokman was 
th e Jon of Bauvan, who was the Jon OT grandfon of a 
f1jter or aunt of Job; and that he lived Jeveral cent-u
ries, even to the tirne of David, with whom he was con
verfant in Palefline. According to the difcription they 
'give of his peifon, he m1.ljt have been deformed enough; 
for they Jay he was of a black complexion, (whence fame taLl him an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and fplay feet: 
but in return, he received from God wifdom and elo
quence in a guat degree; which, fame pretend, were 
given him in a vijion, on his making choice of wifdom 
pr~Jerable to the gift of proj;hecy, either of which were 
iffered him. The generality of the klohammedans there
fore hold hirn to have been no prophet, but only a wife 
man. As to his conditian . theyfay he was ajlave, but 
obtained his liberty on the following occafion. His maf-

ter-
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ter having one day given him a bitter melon to eat, he 

paid him fuch exaf1 obedience as to eat it all; at which 

his mafler being jztTPTifed, qjked him, How he could 

eat fo bitteT a fruit? To which he ·replied, It was no 

wonder, that he jhould joT once accept a bitter fruit 

from the fame hand from which he had received fo 

many favours. The commentators mention JeveTal quick 

repartees of Lokman, which, together with the circum

fiances abovementioned, agree fo well with what Maxi

mus Planudes has written of Efop, that from thence, 

and from the fables attributed to Lokman by the Ori

entals, the latter has been generally thought to be no o

ther than the Efop of the Greeks. However that be, (for 

I think the matter will beaT a difpute) I am of opinion 

that Planudes borrowed great jJart of his Life of Ejvp 

form the traditions he met with in the Eafl concerning 

Lokman, concluding them to have been the fame jJerjon, 

becauje they were both ]laves, and fujJpofed to be t/ze 

writen of thoje fables which go under thei-r rifjJetiive 

names, and bear a great r~j"embLance to one another: 

for it has Long been obferoed by learned men, that the 

greater part of that monk's performrmce is an abfurd 

romance, and fuppoTted by no evzdence of ancient wri

ters. 
Sale's Koran p. 335· 

A collection of Lokman, s fables ma)' be found in Er

penius' s Arabic Grammar, between thirty and jo1 lj in 

number, jJrinted in. _Arabic~ with a Latin tranjlation. 
They 
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They very much nfembl'e the fables of Fjop, and have 
mo.fl of them been iriferted in mtr collections: jJarticu
larlj', The flag drinkzng-The old man and death
The hare and the tortoife-The fun and the wind
wtth many others all of which are in Erpenius' s collection, 
under the name of Lokman. The fables of Pilpay, the. 
other Eajlern, are of quite a different eajt; long, tedious, 
and frequently znteTwoven one with another. I have 
i1iferted in this collection, only one fable from Pilpay, the 
falcon and the hen, in the jeco~1d book. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

OJ his perfon, talents, and difpofition. 

'nr IS allowed by all, that Efop was 
a flave from his youth, and that 

in this condition he ferved feveral maf

ters: but I a1n ignorant where Planu

des has authority for afferting that he 

was the mofi deformed of all men liv

ing, exaCt:ly refembling Homer's Ther

fites; I find no 1 ancient author who 

thus defcribes him. What Planudes 

adds, that the word Efop fignifies the 

fame with AEthiop, and was given him 

on account of the blacknefs of his vi

fage, may be very ju.fl:ly contradiCted: 

for though fome grammarians are of 

opinion, that from the verb aet!Lo, which 

fignfiies to fcorch, and from the noun 

ops, which fignifies vifage, the ·word 

AEthiop may be formed; yet we learn 
from 



The L IF E of E S 0 P. vnt 

from Eufl:athius, that aetho (in the future 

aifo) fignifies to fhine, as well as to burn; 
and that ops with an o long :fignifies the 

eye: fo that the name Efop fignifies a 

man with fparkling eyes. Neither do 
I give credit to the fatne author, when 

he fays, that Efop had fuch an impedi
lnent in his tongue, that he could fcarce
ly utter articulate founds; as he feerns 
to have attributed this imperfellion to 

him, only to have fome ground for the 
fabulous account which he afterwards 

gives, of Fortune's appearing to him in 
a dream, and befl:owing on him the gift 

of fpeech. Altogether as void of pro
bability is the fl:ory which Apollonius 
tells in Q Philofiratus; that Mercury, 

having difl:ributed to other perfons th 
knovvledge of all the fciences, had no
thing left for Efop but the art of 1naking 

fables, with which he endowed hin1. 

But a principal reafon which prevents 
me frotn affenting to what Planudes ad-

b vances 
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advances, is, that it cannot be [up
ported by authority from any 3 anci
ent author: on the contrary, 'tis affert
ed in a Greek fragment of his life, found 
in the works of Aphthonius, that Efop 
had an excellent difpofition, and uni
ve-rfal talents; in particular, a great in
clination and aptitude for mufic; which 
is not very confifient with his having 
a bad voice, and being du1nb. 

N 0 T E S. 
1 Ejop being reproached for having a hardjavoured 

vifage, arifwered; "Regard not my looks, but my mind." 
S to b.:eus. The age of Stobaeus is uncertain,but he jJ1·oba
bly lived Jome centw·ies bifore Planudes. According to Fa
bricius, he lived not long after Themijlius the philqfopher, 
who is the latejt author that he quotes: that is, not long 
after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boyle's argwnent, 
drawn from the words qf Lucian, (fee the third note 
on this chapter) it is of no force. The ancients in 
general confider eel the fables of Ejop as qf the comic, 
jJleafant, and laughable kznd: the jJleajantrzes of Ejop; 
.fo Uays Hefychius) they called his fables. 

2 Boof. 
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2 Book v . chap. 5. I find the .flory in Bayle, as 
follows . Efop being a Jhepherd, and feeding his flock · 
near the temjJle of Menury, often begged of that god, 
with ardent vows, the enjoyment of wifdom. He had 
a g1·eat number of cornpetiton, and what was the corife
quence? They all went into the tenzple of 1\tiercU?y, eac!t 
ca-rrying rich qfferings in their hands. Efop, who was 
poor, was the only one wlzo had nothing valuable to rff'er . 
. He only prifcntcd a little huney and milk, and Jorne 
}lowers, which were not Jo much as tied togetheT. Jlfer-
cury, in the dijlribution of wijdorn, regarding the .vn
lue of the rfferings, gave to one philifophy, to mtothe1· 
d1et07·ic; to one njlT07Wmy, to anothcr jwetr)'; and did 
not remember Ejop till he had finijked his dijlribution: 
when, TecollrEing a fabLe w!tich the f-louTS had ·told him 
in his cradle, he gave EjojJ the talent of inventing fables, 
which was the only thing Left in the lwuje of wijd01n . 

3 OJ all the injLtrries, Jays Dr. Bentley, which Pia
nudes has done to Efop, that which can !eafl be forgiven 
!tim, is, the makingfuch a rnorifter of him for uglinif.s: 
an ab1!fe that has found credit Jo 1.miverjally, that all the 
modem j;ainters,.Jince the time of Planudes, lwve dmwn 
him in the worfl jlwpes and fenturcs that fancy could 
illvent. But what revelation had this monk about Efoi s 
difonmty? For he mufllearn it by dream ani vifiou, 
and not by ordinary methods of knowledge. He li-t:ed 
about two tlzoz!flwd yean ajteT him, and in aLL that traEl 
of time not one jngle author has given the leafl !ti?it. 
that Ejop was ugly. lVIwt c:-edit then can ue given to 

b 2 an 
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an ignorant monk, that broaches a new }tory after Jo 
many ages? In PLutarch's Convivium our Ejop is one 
of the gwVf;s, with Solon and the other Jages of Greece: 
there is abundance of jefl and raille1y amongfl them, 
and particularLy upon Ejop; but nobody drolls upon h?s 
ngly face, which could hardly have ifcaped, had he had 
.fitch a very ugly one. PeThajJs you will Jay, it had been 
rude and indecent, to touch ujJun a natural irnjJerjec
Lion. Not at all, if done .f ojtly and jocojly. In Plato' J 

Feafl they are very merry upon Socrates's face, that re-
feJnb!ed old Silenus; and in this, they twit Ejop for hav
ing been a ]lave, which was no more his fault than de
foTmity would hcrue been. The Atheniam Jet up a no
/;le .flatue to his memory: but had he been Juch a mon-
jle?· as Planudes has made of him, a flatue had been no 
better than a 111 onument of his uglinifs; it had been kind
er to his memory to let that alone. The Greeks have 

.Jeveral proveJ bs about jmf ons deformed; our Efop, if Jo 
very ugly, had been in the .fir.fl rank of them, e.Jpecially 
when his fiatue .ftood theTe, to put every body in mind of 
it. He was a great favourite of Crr:ejus king of Lydia; 
who employed him as his mnbajfador to Corinth and 
DeljJhi: but would juch a m.onjleT as Planudes has jet 
out, be a.fit companion for a prince? or a jn·oper am
brjfl~dor? I wijh I could do that ju.flice to the memory 
~f EfujJ, as to·ovlige the painters to change their pencil; 
fo' 'tis certain he was no deformed jJeifon, and 'tis pro-
ba~le he was very hanrljome. 

Bently on Efop's Fables. 
In 



The L I F E of E S 0 P. xu 

In arifweT to all this, Mr. Bo)1le cites a pqjfage jTom 
Euflathius, an anthor who wrote two hundred years be
faTe Planudes was born, whick he thinks is evidently 
built on a JujJpojition that Ejop was ugly, and implies 
that tha t opinion was common in Euflatkius' s time. He 
fitrtheT tells us, tkat Lucian, in his True Hijtory Jays, 
they 1fled Ejop in the Fortzmate Ijlands joT a bz!:lfoon, 
or jefler, one that made them lbort: meaning, I JujJprfe, 
that he did it as well by his jJerjon and ouljide, as by his 
ingenious and divertive fables; and, indeed, mther by 
the ji1ft than the latter, as his fables ojthemjelves, though 
they entertain and plecife us extrenzely, do not give us 
that Jm·t of j;leajure that caujes laughter; but nothing is 

Jo divertive, or mjfes laughter Jo 1nuch as difonnity, 
ifpecially when wit goes along with it. lVe may oliferve, 
that when 1-Iomer has a mind to e.wite this light pcifjion 
in his Jcrious jJoem, he does it by the means of an ugly 
man, and an ugly god, TkeTfites and Vulcan. - But 
DL Bentley's conduct with regard to EfojJ, is veTy odd. 
He is e.·arcmely concerned to /za·oe him thought hand-

fame, at the tinu that he is endeavouring all he can to 
prove him no author. He hopes by his civilities to his 
peifon, to attone ]01· the injw·ies which he does Jzim in 
his writings: which is jlift Juch a comjJlim.mt to Ejoj/ s 
memory, as it would be to Sir William Davenrmt' s, 

jlwuld a man, in defiance of common fame, jJretend to 
make out, that he had always a good nofc on his face; 
but however, he did 110t write GonriibeTt. 

Boyle againfi Bentley. 
b 3 l 
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Ijhall here leave the rearler to confider the ojJinions 
of tluje two gentlemen, and to take that whzch jeemet!t 
to fum the mofl j;robable: only o!ferving that Air. Al-

JojJ, though a writer at that time in javOI.tT of Boyle on 
the generaljnbjeEl of Fifop's Fables, ')'et, when he after
wards 1mbl!Jhed a collection of thqfe Fables, thought jJro
jJCr to make Ejop in tlze Jrontijpiece, a very handjome 
pe1jon. 

j HAP. 
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XlV 

C H A P. III. 

Of his condition, and the couife of his .fludies. 

E S 0 P,s firfl: mafier, as may be ga
thered from the before mentioned 

Aphthonius, was Zemarchus, or De
marchus, furnamed Cardias, a native 
and inhabitant of Athens: and his paf
fing fome part of his youth in this fa
mous city, the 1nother and nurfe of 
fcience and polite learning, was of no 
fmall advantage to hi1n. 'Tis probable 
alfo, that his 1nafl:er, perceiving in him 
a good underfl:anding, agreeable Inan
ners, lively genius, and a general ca
pacity; and finding alfo that he ferved 
him '\vith 1nuch affection and fidelity; 
,tis probable, I fay, that he 1night take 
care to get hin1 in1l:ru8:ed. It -vvas from 
Athens then, as fron1 the fountain 
head, that he dre·w the purity of the 
Greek language. It \'\"as there too that 

b 4 he 
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he acquired the knowledge of moral 
philofophy, which at that time was the 
fafhionable fiudy; there being but few 
perfons who made profeffion of the fpe
culative fciences, as may be concluded 
by the feven fages of Greece, the mofi 
celebrated 1nen of that age, amongfl: 
whom Thales the Milefian alone 
had the curiofity to ing uire into the 
fecrets of natural philofophy and into 
the fubtilties of tnathematicallearning: 
The refl: were not reputed wife for any 
other reafon than their publifhing cer
tain grave and 1noral fentences, the 
truth of which they efiablifhed and 
r endered of fome authority by their 
prudent and virtuous lives. Efop, in
deed, did not follo·w their method; he 
wifely confidered, that the rneannefs 
of his birth, and his fervile condition , 
would not permit him to fpeak with f uf
ficient authority in the ' vay of fentence 
and precept; he therefore compofed 

fables, 
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fables, which by a narration pleafing 
and full of novelty, fo charms the minds, 
even of the moil: ignorant, that through 
the pleafure which they receive from 
it, they tqfte imperceptibly the moral 
fenfe which lies concealed underneath. 

I knovv very well that Efop \vas not 
the fir£1: 1 inventor of thofe fables, in 
which the ufe of fpeech is given to a
nitnals. The honour of this invention, 
as 2 Quintilian alledges, is jufl:ly due 
to the poet Hefiod, who in the firfi 
book of his Works and Days, relates 
very prettily the fable of the 3 ha"'rk 
and the nightingale. Be this as it may-
Efop has advanced fo far before every 
competitor, that all fables of this kind 
are called Efopic, becaufe a great num
ber of thern are of his compofing; and 
the choicefi precepts of moral philofo
phy are by his means conveyed to us 

In 
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in this agreeable n1anner. And indeed, 
I very highly approve the opinion of 
Apollonius, who 1naintains that the 
fables of Efop are 1nuch more ufeful 
for the infirud:ion of youth, than the 
fables of the poets: and his reafons for 
this aifertion are very pertinent, as may 
be feen in Philofiratus. But that Efop 
co1npofed all his fables during the time 
that he 'was a flave at Athens, I will 
not however affirm: I on Iy think it 
probable, that it was there he firfi be
caine ena1noured of morality, and laid 
the plan of teaching the 1nof1: beautiful 
and ufeful maxims of philofophy, un
der the veil of fables: ·which neverthe
lefs he n1ight not publifh till long after
wards, when he had obtained his frec
doln, had acquired the reputation of 
being one of the V\·ifefi and ablefi Jncn 
of Greece, and was arrived to great 
efl:ee1n, not only among the common 
people, but even with princes and 
kings. N 0 T E S. 
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N 0 T E S. 

1 1Vlzatever honouT may arife .fi-om being the inven
tor of this kind of fable, it j eerns neither to be due to 
Hejiod, nor to Ejop; as Jotham's fable of the trees is 
ceTtainly more ancient than either of them: and it is 
for that reqfon placed at the head of this collection. 

'::! Book v. chap. I 1. 

3 Tlzejaid fable is thus rendered by Cooke. 

While now my fable from the birds I bring, 
To the great rulers of the earth I fing. 
High in the douds a mighty bird of prey 
Bore a melodious nightingale away; 
And to the captive, fhivering in defpair, 
Thus, cruel, fpoke the tyrant of the air, 
Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior power? 
Thy voice avails not in the ravifh' d hour; 
Vain are thy cries: at my defpotic will, 
Or I can fet thee free, or I can kill. 
Unwifely who provokes his abler foe, 
Conquefl: frill flies him, and he ihives for woe. 

Cooke's Hefiod, B. I. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Of his different nwJlers~ and of his fellow Jervant, tht 
famous courtezan, Rhodopis. 

L ET us now refume the thread of 
our narration. In procefs of time, 

Efop was fold to Xanthus, a native of 
the ifiand of 1 Sa1nos; and after he 
had ferved him for a certain time, he 
vvas again difpofed of to the 2 philofo
pher Idmon or Jadmon, who was like
wife of that country; and had at the 
fame time for his fiave that 3 Rhodopis, 
who was afterwards fo famous as a 
courtezan. This woman was endow
ed with very extraordinary beauty, and 
happening to be carryed into Egypt, 
Charaxus, the brother of Sappho the 
poetefs, fell fo deeply in love with her, 
that he fold all he had, and reduced 
hi1nfelf to extreme poverty in order 
to redeem and fet her at liberty. She 

after-
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afterwards rofe to f uch eminence in 
her vocation, and amaffed fuch heaps 
of wealth, that of the tythe of her gain, 
fhe caufed great numbers of large 
4 f pits of iron to be made, which fhe 
fent as an offering to the temple of A
pollo at Delphi. And if we may cre
dit certain authors, fhe amaffed .fuch 
imrnenfe treafures as enabled her to 
build one of the celebtated 5 pyramids 
of Egypt. So much, by 'the way, of 
this famous courtezan, who was fel
low fervant with Efop while he lived 
vvith Jadmon; to fhew how thefe two 
perfons born, in a fervile condition, 
arrived by very different methods to a 
1nore fplendid fortune; the one by his 
1nerit and the beauties of his mind, the 
other by the infamous traffic of her 
perfonal channs. 

For the refi, 'tis certain that it was 
J admon who gave Efop his liberty; 

whether 
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vvhether as a reward for his faithful 
fervices, or that he was afha1ned to 
keep longer in fervitude a perfon whofe 
fuperior qualities rendered him tnore 
worthy to command, may be difficult 
to determine: but the fact is to be prov
ed, by the itnplied tcfiimony of the 
fcholiafi of A.rifl:ophanes, on the come
dy of the Birds, as well as by the au
thority of Herodotus and Plutarch; 
for it follo'"'s by neceffary confequence 
from what they fay, as I fhall fhew 
particularly \-vhen I corne to fpeak of 
the death of Efop. Planudes there
fore deferves no credit, when he affinns 
that Xanthus '"'as the lafi mafier of E
fop, and the perfon who gave hitn his 
liberty. Very little alfo mufi be be
lieved of what he relates concernin~ 
Efop while he was in the fervice of 
Xanthus, as he makes him fay ancl do 
fo many impertinent and ridiculous 
things, that none can .receive then1 for 

tl ue~ 
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true, without i1nagining Efop an idle 
buffoon, rather then a ferious Philofo
pher. And in fine, fince nothing of 
this ridiculous fiuff is to be found in 
ancient writers, I think one may with 
jufiice affirm, that they are no better 
than idle tales, and mere 6 fooleries. 

N 0 T E S. 
1 The Scholiafl on Arijlophanes, on which Meziriac 

builds his authority for this, does not Jay Jo. 

2 Neither Herodotus, nor Plutarch, nor Suidas, call 
hirn a philqfopher: it was a title unknown in the time 
of Efop, being Jirfl adopted by the modefly of Pythago
ras, who was fifty or Jixty years later. Indeed the Jc!wliafl on Arijtophanes calls him tke wife. 

3 As }he was very beautiful, and the town of Nauc1·atis 
in the ijland of Lifbos, where jhe jettled, was full of rich 
and voluptuous men, jhe got a great eflate by being a courtewn. 

Herodotus B. II. Chap. I 34· Plutarch. 

4 Rhodopis being dejirous tlzat a monument of her 
jhould be left in GTeece, rifolved to make juch a prejent 
to the temple at Delphi, as had never been made nor 

thought 
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thought of before. For this reafon, jhe provided as many 

iron, Jpits to roafl oxen, as the tenth of her Jubflance 

was J'lfificient to buy, and Jent them to Delphi. Tlufe 

are }till preje1-ued behind the altar which the Chians 

mijed, and over agairifl; the temple iifelj. 
Herodotus. 

5 Pliny's Nat. Hi.fl. B. XXXVI. chajJ. r 2. But 

Herodotus, though a credulous author, rejects this }tory. 

He maintains, that the pymmid, the building of which 

was afcribed to Rhodopis, was built many years before 

the reign of Amajis, in which thatcourtezanlived. He 

adds, that though jhe Jzad got a great ejtate,jlte would 

not have been able to Jujtain the immerife charges of 
that building. 

Herod. B. II. chap. I34· I35· 

6 As it does contain juch mere fooleries, it is conjequent

ly very imprope1" to be prefixed to a book of moral l1flnr, 

which Q.uintilian recommends, as the mofl ufeful that 

can be put into the hands of youth. Igitur Efopi fa

bellas,jays he, quce fabulis nutricularum proxime 

fuccedunt, narrarefermone puro, et nihil jejupra 

modum extollente; deinde eandem gracilitatem fiylo 

exigere, condifcant. Quint. Lib. I. Let them 

learn to recite Ejoj/ s fables (which come next after the 

little .ftories of the nuifery) in pure Language,free from 

all undue elevation; and then Let them exercife their flyle 

upon the fame model of Jimplicity. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

OJ his advancement to the court of Crafus King of Ly
dia, and of his meeting thejeven ]ages there. 

W HATEVER may be doubt
ful in the life of Efop, there 

is nothing 1nore certain than that af
ter recovering his liberty, he foon ac
quired a very great reputation amongfl: 
the Greeks, being held in almofi equal 
efiimation with any of the feven fages 
who flourifhed at this time, that is, the 
1 fifty-fecond olympiad. The fame of 
his wifdom reaching the ears of Crce
fus, tha.t monarch fent for him to his 
court, admitted him to his friendfhip, 
and fo obliged him by his favours, that 
he 2 engaged himfelf in his fervice to 
the end of his days. His refidence in 
the court of this mighty king, render
ed him 1nore polite than mofi of the 
other philofophers of his time; 1nore 

c com-
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co1nplaifant to the humour of princes, 
and more reconciled to 1nonarchical go
vernment, of which he gave evident 
proofs on divers occafions. For in
fiance; when Crrefus had prevailed 
with the feven fages to 1neet in his ca
pital city of Sardis; after having fhewn 
them the magnificence of his court, 
and his vafi riches, he afked them, 
whom they thought the happiefi man 
of all they had known? So1ne named 
one perfon, and fome another: Solon, 
in particular, gave this praife to 3 Tel
Ius, an Athenian; and alfo to 4 Cleo
his and Biton, Argians; concluding, 
that no one could be pronounced 
happy before his death. Efop, per
ceiving the king was not well fatisfyed 
with any of their anfwers, fpoke in his 
turn, and faid-F or my part, I am per
fuaded that CriTfus hath as much pre
eminence in happinefs over all other 
men, as the fea hath over all the ri-

vers. 
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vers. The king was fo pleafed with 
this judgment, that he eagerly pro
nounced that fentence, which has con
tinued ever fince a com1non proverb 
-The Phrygian haJ hit the mark. When 
Solon, therefore, took leave of Crre
fus, vvho difmiffed him very coolly; _E
fop being forry that Solon had fpoken 
to the king with fo little cotnplaifance, 
faid to him, as he accompanied him 
part of the way, 0 Solon, either we 
mufi not fpeak to kings, or we mull 
fay what pleafes them. On the con
trary, anfwered Solon, we mufi either 
not fpeak to kings at all, or we mufi 
give them good and ufeful advice. 
Another titne, as Efop was travelling 
over Greece, either to fatisfy his curio
fity, or about the particular affairs of 
Crrefus, it happened that he paffed 
through Athens, jufi after S Pififiratus 
had uf urped the foverei gn power, and 
abolifhed the popular fiate: feeing 

c 2 that 
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that the Athenians bore the yoke very 
impatiently, longing to recover their 
liberty, and to rjd thernfelves of Pifi
.firatus, though his govern1nent was ea-
fy and 1noderate, Efop related to then1 
the fable of the frogs that intreated 
Jupiter to give them a king; exhort
ing them to fub1nit chearfully to fo 
good a prince as Pifi.firatus, lefl in 
changing they fhould fall under the 
power of fome mifchievous and cruel 
tyrant. 

N 0 T E S. 
1 Laertius, in the life of Chiton. 

2 Suidas. 

3 Tell us was a poor Athenian, but a man of great 
jJTobity; who, upon account of having given his chil
dren a good education, and lofl his own life in the field 
of battle, fighting for his country, had this noble tejlimo
ny given to his hapjJinejs, by Solon. 

Plutarch. Diog. Laertius. 

4 Cleobis and Biton weTejons to the prif}tejs of Juno 
who 
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who, when tht.ir mother wanted Twifes for her charzot, 
jet their jhoulden to it, and drew it to the temple, which 
was 48 jw'longs. The old lady, being much qjfeEled 
'with this injla1~ce of filial duty, prayed the g;oddifs Ju
no to favour them with the greatefl bldfing; that could be 
bejtowed upon m,ankind: the next moming they 'ltm-e 
both found dead zn the temple. Her.od. B. I. Val .. 
Max. B. V. And the }tory is mentioned a!fo by Cice-
1"0 in his T1ifculan Q_ue.flions, toj!mu, that death is to 
be looked upon rather as an advantage than an evilf 

5 Phaedms. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VI . 
• 

Some detached particulars of his life, and the improba
bility of Planudes' s account of his travels into Egypt 
and Babylon. 

T HERE are not many other par
ticulars found concerning Efop, 

in authors worthy of credit; except it 
be, that he once again met with the [e
ven fages of Greece, in the court of 
1 Periander king of Corinth. Howe
ver, I dare not affirm ·whether it was 
here, or in fome other place, that fall
ing into difcourfe vvith Chilon, who 
had afked him, What Q God was do
ing? He anfwered, that he was hum
bling high things, and exalting low. 
Some alfo relate, that to fhe,v how the 
life of man abounds with mifery, and 
that one pleafure is accompanied with 
a thoufand pains, Efop was wont to 
fay, that 3 Prometheus having taken 
earth to fonn a man, had tempered 

and 
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and moifl:ened it, not with water, but 
with tears. 

I rejetl: as pure faHhood and inven
tion, all that Planudes writes of Efop's 
travels into Egypt and Babylon, be
caufe he intermixes fiories altogether 
incredible; and adds to thetn certain 
circutnfl:ances, which are repugnant 
to the truth of hifl:ory, or which ,whol
ly overturn the order of time. I £hall 
content myfelf with alledging tvvo fig
nal falfities, on whiEh he builds all the 
refi of his narration. He fays, that the 
king who reigned in Babylon when 
Efop went thither, was called Lycerus. 
But \.vho has ever read or heard of 
fuch a king? Let the catalogue of all 
the kings of Babylon, from Nabonaf
fer to Alexander the Great, be exami
ned, and you fhall not find one 
amongfl: them whofe na1ne is at all like 
Lycerus. On the other hand, by 
the exatl:efi chronology it vvill appear, 

c 4 that 
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that in Efop's time there could be no 
other king in Babylon, but Nebuchad
nezer, and his father Nebopolaffer; 
fince N ebopolaffer reigned one and 
twenty years, and N ebuchadnezer 
forty-three, who dyed the fame year 
with Efop, being the fir£1: of the fifty
fourth oly1npiad. Neither is it more 
poffible to believe, that Efop went into 
Egypt in the time of king N e8anebus, 
as Planudes afferts; fince this king did 
not begin to reign till two hundred 
years after the death of Efop: that is 
to fay, in the hundred and fourth o
lyn1piad. And one need not be ve
ry learned in chronology, to be cer
tain, that Efop lived partly under the 
reign of Apries, and partly under 
that of his Succeffor Amafis, kings of 
Egypt. 

N 0 T E S. 
1 Plutarch ajfures us, in Convivio Sapientum, that 

CrO'jus Jent EfojJ to Pcriander the tyrant of Corinth, 
as 
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as well as to the oracle at Delphi: but how does this 
agree with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, telLs 
us, that according to Sojicrates, PeTiander died many 
years before the reign of CrrEjus? 

2 Lae1·tius, in the life of Chiton. 

3 Thernijt. Orat. XXXII. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VII. 

Of his death. 

W HAT Planudes relates about 
the death of Efop, co1nes near

er to the truth, than any thing which he 
has written concerning his life. How
ever, it is fEll fafer to rely on what 
ancient authors have faid on the fub
je8; and they record it thus. Efop, 
being fent by Crrefus to the 1 city of 
Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in 
order to offe·r magnificent facrifices to 
Apollo, and to difhibute to each citi
zen four min~:e of filver; it happened 
that 2 differences arofe between hi1n 
and the townfmen to fuch a degree, 
that he fpoke of therr1 in very provok
ing terms. Among other things, he 
reproached them with having hardly 
any arable land, and that were it not 
for the great concourfe of flrangers , 

and 
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and the frequent facrifices that ·were 
offered in their temple, they would 
foon be reduced to die of hunger. 
Not fatisfyed with offending them in 
words, he proceeded to deeds: having 
performed the facrifices in the manner 
that Crcefus had ordered, he fent 
back the refi of the money to the city 
of Sardis, as judging the Delphians 
unworthy to partake of the king's li
berality. This irritated the1n againfi 
hitn to fuch a degree, that they confult
ed how they tnight be revenged on 
hi1n, and confpired by a notorious vil
lainy to take away his life. They 
hid a1nongfl his baggage one of the 
3 golden veffels confecrated to A pol
Io; and as Efop departed towards 
Phocis, they fent immediate 1neffengers 
after him, who fearching his baggage 
found the veffel which they themfelves 
had there depofited. On this, they 
prefently drag hin1 to prifon, accufe 

him 
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him of facrilege, and fentence him to 
be precipitated from the rock Hyam
pia, which '-vas the punifh1nent com
monly inflicted on facrilegious perfons. 
As they were on the point of throwing 
him off, in order to deter them from 
fo execrable an act by the apprehenfi
on of divine jufiice, which fuffers no 
wickednefs to go unpunifhed, he told 
the1n the 4 fable of the eagle and the 
beetle. But the Delphians paying no 
regard to his fable, pufhed him down 
the precipice. It is recorded, howe
ver, that their land was rendered bar
ren, and that they were affliB:ed with 
many firange difl:empers, for feveral 
years afterwards. In this diflrefs they 
confulted the oracle, and were anf,,ver
ed, that all their 1niferies were owing 
to the unjufi. condemnation and death 
of Efop. On this, they caufed it to be 
proclaimed by found of trurnpet, at all 
the public feafl:s and general tneetings 

of 
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of the Greeks, that if there were any 
of the kindred of Efop, who would 
demand fatisfaction for his death, he 
was defired to come and exact it of 
them, in what s manner he pleafed. 
But no one was found that pretended 
any right in this affair, till the third 
generation; when a Samian prefented 
himfelf, na1ned] admon, grandfon of 
that]admon, who had been mafier to 
Efop in the ifland of Samos: and the 
Delphians having made him fome fa
tisfaction, were delivered from their 
cala1nities. 'Tis faid, that after this 
time, they transferred the. puniilunent 
of facrilegious perfons from the rock 
Hyarnpia to that of Nauplia. From 
hence it appears, as I hinted above, 
to be the opinion of Herodotus and 
Plutarch, that Jadmon was the lafi 
tnafier of Efop, and he that fet him 
free; becaufe otherwife, neither he nor 
any of his defcendents could have any 

interefi. 
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interefi in his death, nor pretend to 
any right of feeking reparation, or re
receiving fatisfaetion. 

N 0 T E S. 

r Scholiafl on Ariflophanes. VifjJ. Yr· I437· 

2 On what occajion theje differences arqfe, we are 
not exprdfly told: yet Jome cinumflances lead one to 
imagine, that Efop' s expectations were not quite fatisfi
ed with regard to the Delphians. From the great con
couife of Jenfible men, who were difpatched from all 
jJarts of Greece to their city; he had probably been led 
to expect in them fome fuperior degree of virtue or wif
dom; but found them, ujJon a nearer acquaintance, to 
be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching them 
for depending fo much on the benefits ar~fing from fa-
crifices, as to neglect the cultivation of their lands,jeems 
an intimation of the firfl; and his comparing the wri
ojity that brought him thither~ to that ~~ jJeople at the 
fea fide, who feeing Jomewhat come floating towards 
them a great way ofF at Jea, take it at firfl to be fame 
mighty matter; but upon its driving nearer and nearer 
to the jhore, find it at lafl to be only a heap of weeds 
and rrubbijh-is almojt a confirmation of the latter. 
Indeed, what authority Sir Roger Lfjtrange had for 

making 
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making Ejop ·relate this fable to the Delphians, he has 
notbeenjo kind as to inform us. 

3 Ari.ftophanes. Heraclides, m Gronov. Thej. 
Graec. tom. VI. p. Sl83o. 

4 The eagle and the beetle was one of the mofl noted 
Jabl es of Ejop: ATijtophanes mentions it Jeveml times. 
The cinumflances of it, as Jar as they may be collected 
jTom him, are as follows: ~~ That the beetle flew up to 
heaven; and out of hat·red to the eagle, rolled his eggs 
out of the nfjl, and Jo revenged himfeif of the injury 
which the eagle had done him.'' In Pace, '}. 1 7 7. he 

Jays, ~~ That Efop told this fable to the Delphians, when 
they had acctifed him of J acTilege. V tfp. '}. 14 3 7 . 
And when they were about to throw him down the Tock," 

Jays the jclzoliafl. Thejcholiafl upun thifepc:Jfages gives 
us thife fartheT particulars: ~' It is related in the fables 
of Ejop, that the eagle and the beetle were at enmity to
gether, and they dfjlroyed one another's eggs: that the 
eagle having feized and eaten up the young ones of 
the beetle, and Jo given the .firft provocation, the beetle 
gotbyflealth at the eagle's eggs, and rolled them out of 
the nfjl; following him even into the prefence of Jupiter: 
the eagle making his complaint, Juj;iter ordered him to 
make his nfjl in his lajJ: while Jupiter had the eggs in 
his lap, the beetle came flying about him; and :f,;,piter 
rijing up unawares, to drive the beetle away from his 
head, threw down the eggs and bToke them,." Suidas, 
plainly quoting the fame fable, Jays a!Jo, ~~ That 

he 
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he rife up to drive away the beetle flying about· his 
head." Arijtophanes in another place 'Lfles the prover
bialjaying, ~~ I will be your midwife, as the beetle was 
to the eagle." Lyfiftrata, "'}; . 6g5. Upon which the 
Scholiajt remarks, ~~ That the beetles dglroy the eagles 
eggs by rolling them out of the n~ft:" and Suidas Jays, 
~~ That the proverb is ujed of thrfe, who revenge them-

Je!ves of juch as have Jirfl ujed them ill, though they are 
much more powerful;" and adds likewjfe. ~~ That the 
beetle is Jaid to deflroy the eagle's eggs,, as a thing that 
commonly happens. 

It is plain from hence, that the fable of the eagle and 
beetle, as we have it now, differs very much from the 
original fable of EfojJ. There is no mention at all of the 
hare; the provocation given by the eagle was his deflroy
ing the beetle's eggs, or young ones; and the beetle made 
Jupiter throw the eggs out of his lap, not by throwing a 
ball of dung into his lap, but by flying about his head. 
What is added in the prifent fable, of Jupiter's endea
vouring to reconcile the two parties, but in vain; and 
then, to priferve the race of eagles, ordering them to lay 
their eggs in ajeqfon in which no beetles appear; is quite 
b~fide Ejop' s pwpqfe, and the occajion of the fable. 
The moral, which he intended to exprifs, and which the 
occajion ,-equired, is, agreeable to Suidas' s interpretati
on of the proverb, that the weak often .find means to re
venge themjelves of the powerful, who without provoca
tion have injured them. The latter circunijtance rela~ 
ting to the Jeajon in which the eagle breeds, is contrary 

to 
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to the obje1·vation of the Jckoliafl on A'ri:ftopkanes, and 
Suidas; and, I juppoje, is not true in fact. 

The genuine fable qf Efop is certainly lofl; and that 
whick we have may probably have been invented by 
Planudes; it is in his collection, and flands the fourth 
in that edition qf them, which was printed by Robert 
Stephens in I 546. That the reader rnay judge for 
himfeif, I will here irifert a literal tranjlation qf it, given 
me by the fame learned friend, who favoured me with 
the above obfervations. 

The Eagle and the Beetle. 

A Hare being puifued by an Eagle, betook hinifeif 
for refuge to the nefl qf the Beetle, whom he intreated 
to ]ave him. The Beetle therefore interceded with the 
Eagle, begging of him not to kill the poor juppliant 
lj.are; and conjuring hi·m by tht almighty Jupiter, not 
to flight and difregard his inteTcrjfion, becoofe he was 

Jo ]mall an animal. But the Eagle in great wrath 
gave the Beetle a flap with his wing, and immediately 

feized the Hare, and devoured him. When the Eagle 
flew away, the Beetle flew after him, Jo far as to learn 
where his ne.fl was; and then getting to itJ rolled down 
his eggs out of it, and broke them. The Eagle griev~ 
ul and enraged to think that any one jhoul d attempt Jo 
audacious a thing, built his nefl the next time in a high
tr place; but the Beetle got to it again, and Jerved him 

d ju.ft 
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j1tf/; in the fame manner. The Eagle greatly dijlrdfid, 
and not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (to 
whom he is accounted Jacred) and placed her third 
brood ~~eggs as a depqjite in the lajJ ~~ the God, beg
ging him to guard them. Upon t!tis the Beetle, having 
made a ball of dung;jlew u,p, and dropped it in JujJi
tcr' s lap; who 1·?jing on .a fi~dden to jhake it rff; una
waHs tlwew down the eggs with it, which were thns 
again broken. JujJiter being informed by the Beetle, 
that he had done this to be reve11ged of the Eagle, who 
had not only behaved injuTioujly to him, (the Bee.tle) but 
even impiov.fly towards the God himjelj, told the Eagle 
when he came to him, that the Beetle was the jJarty ag
_{{1 ieved, and that he comjJlained not without reafon: but 
being unwilling that the nzce of Eagles jhould be di-
11linjfhed, lze advifed the Beetle to come to an arxommo
dation with the Eagle. As the Beetle would not agree 
to this, he tmnsfened the Eagle's breeding to another 
Jmjon, wizen there are no Beetles to be Jeen. 

Abfurdities in the foregoing Fable. 

The f-lare's flying to the Beetle for protection; or t() 

the Beetle's nefl for refuge:--utterly imp1·obable. 

The Beetle's rolling the Eragle's ·eggs out of the nejl; 
---impojfible. 
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The only moral of the fable is, that no proteElion, 
however powerful, }hall exempt the opprdfive and in
jurious from the vengeance of thefujferers, however 
weak. The circumflance added, that Jupiter transjer-
7-ed the Eagle's breeding to a Jeafon when there are 
no Beetles, deflroys this moral; and is probably a!fo fa!fe 
in fact . . 

5 JI~~rodotus. Plutarch. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VIII. 

Of the honours done him after his death. 

AND now I will readily agree '-vith 
Planudes, that Efop was regret

ted by the greatefi and wifefl: n1en of 

Greece, ·who teflified to the Delphians 

how much they refented his death. 

But I add, that the Athenians, in par
ticular, had E[op in fo 1nuch honour, 

that they ered:ed for him a magnificent 

fiatue in their city; regarding 1nore 

the greatnefs of his perfonal merit, 

than the meannefs of his race and con

dition. I further fay, that the opini

on which all the ·world had conceived 

of his wifdom and probity, encouraged 

the poets to make the people believe, 

that the 1 gods had raifed him again 

to life, as they had done Tyndarus, 

Hercules, Glaucus, and Hypolitus. 

Nay, fome have not fcrupled to affirm, 
that 
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that he lived many years after his 2 re~ 

furreCt:ion, and fought twice on the fide 
of the Greeks, againfi the Perfians, in 
the firaits of Thennopy1ce, which mufi 
have been above eighty years after his 
death. But thefe are fu ·ch manifeft 
abfurdities, as confute themfdves. Nei
ther is it probable, as fame have affen
ed, that he vvrote 3 tw9 books concern
ing 'vhat happened to hi1n in the city 
of Delphi, unlefs it be fuppofed that 
he 1nacle two voyages thither, and 
wrote .of the firfl:: for in the lall, it is 
very i1nprobable he il1ould have any 
time for fuch a work; neither -ean it 
be grounded on the tefiirnony of any 
author \VCHthy of credit. ,Tis indeed 
mofi probable, that he left nothing in 
writing but his 4 fables; vvhich, either 
for the elegance of the narration, or 
the ufefulnefs of their 1norality, have 
al·ways been fo 1nuch efl:eemed, that 
1nany of them have preferved theln-

d 3 felves 
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[elves in the memories of men for a
bove two thoufand years. Yet I do 
not affer t, that thofe which Planudes 
has publifhed, are the 5 very fables 
which Efop wrote, as Planudes has 
given us too many occafions to doubt 
of his fincerity; and alfo, as he has 
omitted in his collection many fables, 
which ancient authors have attributed 
to Efop. If we could be certain that 
it is the genuine work of Efop, we 
mufl: doubtlefs confefs, that we have 
no writings in profe more ancient, 
except the books of Mofes , and fome 
others of the Old Tefl:ament. 

N 0 T .E S. 

1 Scholia:ft onAriflophanes. Aves, y. 47 1. Sui
das. 

~ Ptolomaeus. Hephejtion in Photius et Bibtioth. 

3 Suidas. 

~ Dt. 
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4 Dr-. [Jmtley qffirts, that it is very Ui:lce?·tain wfz4-
ther Ejop left any fables behind him in writing, to 
which Mr. Boyle arifwers, t!zat the plzrofe of antiquity 
is tkefame when theymention any thing of lfop's, as it 
would have been, had they thought Efop TealLy to have 
written it: the ancients quote him jHfl as th ey do othr1· 
au~M~ · 

Boyle againfl Bentley. 

1''fuTe is a pajfage in Plato's Phaedo, wlzne SocTates 
Jays, Among the fables of Ejop which I fwd at hand, 
and kmw to be his, I put tlufe into veife that fir.fl oc
curred to me. l'VItich wonls imj;ly, that Sor-,1 atLS made 
·lffe of a written book of ~JojJ'sfab/es. 

Ibid. 

()j three j;qjfoges, proceeds tlze fame writrr, which 
the Doctor has brought to prove EfojJ no auth01·, twa 
of them prove the diJ eel contrmy; aud the other jJroves. 
only, that Dr. Bentley has rcadjvmcbody, that has 1·ead 
Arifloplwnes. And is this the nn:fijii.'Jlc e-uidfnce, wiiJf 
whzch Juhas taken vjion hi1n to cotifront the opinion rif 
tu•v tlzoufand year.s.'2 Is it fit that nu.n jlwuld make 1.~& 
of thcirlittlejki!f in/etters, thcirconjednres, their fancies~ 
their dreams, to attack the -reputation of ourfirfl maf 
ten in wri.tin c? Is it grattjuJ, r;;ith Jftt .. ch gronnd!ij'JJuj 
pirions as thife, to fa!lujJon tlze father of moral fable., 
wb.oje hapjJyway ofconVt)ing lmuwit-dge has uew ever 

cl ·t .!JJOkm 
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Jpoken of with Jo much refpect, and been of Juch )tand
ing uje to mankind? 

Ibid. 

5 It is remarkable, fays father Vavqjfor, that Henry 
Stephens, in his Thejaurus Linguae Graecae, never 
cited Ejop' s fables; which jhews that he took them f or 
the work of a modern Greek. It feems probable, 
nay almofl: certain,Jays he, that Planudes col
leCted the fables of Efop, partly from his ancef
tors, and partly from reading feveral authors; 
that fome were his own invention, that he added 
the moral and explication, often agreeably to 
his own fancy, and that the whole was put into 
his own form and words. He conji1·ms his con
jeElu?"e by the conformity of jtyle which may be obferved 
between the life of Ejop, and the fables: and no one is 
ignorant that Planudes is the author of that life. Va
vqjfoT further olferves, that mention is made of the Pi
raeus in one of EfojJ's fables. Now the Pimeus was 
not built tilL the 76th ol1nyj;iad; before that time 
the Phalerum was the port of the Athenians:Jo that as 
EfojJ dyed in the 54th olymjJiacl, long before Them~flo
cles had built the Piraeus, it would have been the Plzale
rum, and not the Piraeus, that EfojJ would have men
tioned. 

But father Vavqffor is not the firfl who has taken 
Planudes for tlze author of EfojJ's fables 1ww e;...tant • 
. Yeve!et, wl~o jmblijhed a colfeElion of fables in 161o, 

de-
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declm·ed himfelf of this opinion. Of all the manu:o 
fcripts in my poffeflion,Jays he, not one had the 
fables of Efop which now are publifhed, which 
I imagine to be written by Planudes, as well as 
Efop's Life. The rnamifcripts he ]peaks of were in 
the library of Heidelberg, and lzad furnijhed him with 
about I 3 6 fables, which he added to thqfe of Ejop al
?·eadyprinted, which were about I 5o; fo that Nevelet's 
collection confLjted of 286 fables. 

Bayle. 

The late Dr. Bentley was a!fo of this opinion. I 
j!wll examine, fays he, thofe G1·eek fables now extant, 
that aj]imze the name of FJop himjeif. There a-re two 
pm·cels of the prifent fables; the one, which are more 
ancient, I 3 6 in ?lU?nber, were .fi rfl publjjhed out of the 
Heidelberg library. by N eveletus, in r 6 I o. The editor 
ltimjelj well obferved, that they were falfely ajcTibed to 
Efop, bccauje they mention holy monks. To which I 
will add,Jays the Doctor, another remark~ that there is 
afentence out of Job--Naked we all came, and 
naked {hall we return. But becauje theft two paf-

Jages are in the epimythion, (the moral) and belong 
not to the fable itjelj; tltey may juJUy be fupjHfed to be 
additons only, and interjJolations of the true book. I 

}hall therefore give Jome better reafons to prove they are 
a recent work. That th ey cannot be Ejop's own, tlu 
18 Ifl fable is a demoriflrative proof: for that is a flory 
of Dcmades the rhetor, who lived about 2 o o )'ears af
ter our Phrygian's time. ·rhe rg3d is about Momus's 

carjJ-
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carping at the works of the gods. He there finds this 
fault in the bull, That his eyes were not placed in his 
horns, that he might fee where he Pt1hed. But Lu
cian, ]peaking of the fame fable, has it thus, That his 
horns were not placed right bifore his eyes. And 
Arijtotle has it a third way, That his horns were not 
j;laced about his jhoulders, where he might make the 
Jlronge:ft pujh; but in the tenderefl part, his head. I think 
it jJTobable from hence, that Ejop did not write a book 
if his fables; for then there would not have been fitch a 
difference in the telling.--There is great reafon to 
believe they were drawn up by Planudes, a monk of Con-

Jlantinople, who dyed in the year r 3 7 o: for there is no 
rrumujcript, any where, above 300 years old, that has 
the fables according to that copy.--This ideot of a 
monk has a!fo given us a book which he calfs a life of 
Ejop, that perhaps cannot be matched in any laurrnage, 
fm· ignorance and nonjenje. H e had picked uj; two or 
three true .ftories; that Ejop was a }lave to 07te Xantlllls, 
carryed a burthen of bread, conve7_-jed with C7(fjus, 
and was put to death at Delj;hi: but the circun!flances 
of thife, and all his other tales, are pure invention. He 
makes Xanthus, an ordinary Lydiau, or Samian to be 
a p!ailojopher; which word was not hem·d of in thoje 
days, but invented afterwards by Pythagoras. 'Twas 
the ki12g Df Ethiopia's problem to Amajis king of 
Egypt, to drink up the fea: but Planudcs makes it 
a wager of Xanthus with one of hisjcholars. To jay 
nothing of his chronological enors, mijlakes of a hun
dred orJwo hundred J1ears, who can read with patience 

that 
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that .filly dijcouife between Xanthus and his man Efop; 
not a bit better than our jJenny merriments j)rinted at 
London bridge. · 

Bentley on Efop' s fables. 

In mifwe?· to what Dr. Bentley has ]aid above, con
ceming the fables of Ejop being not written by hinifelj, 
Mr. Boyle thus argues. Nobody ever imagined that 
all, or half the fables, that have gone under the name 
of EfojJ, a1·e his: or that any of them almofl, au in the 
very fame words and fyllables, that they were in when 
they came uut ~~his hands. They have doubt!ejs un
dergone great alterations,Jome more and Jome lifs: but if under all theje changes,jliLL the fame little flory in its 
chief circumjlances, the fame .fimplicity in telLing it, the 
fame humorous turn of thought and in a good meafitre 
the fame words too, have been jn·iferved; there is enough 
of 1-Jop left, whcrtby we may make a true judgment 
of his fpirit, and genius, and mann{:r of jJerfonnance. 
1¥/zen Dr. Bentley jlwll clearly have made out, either 
that none ~~ thife fables came from Ejop himfilf; or, if 
they did, yet that in the very form and cafl of them, as 
well as the e.'l.prcjfion, they have been fince Jo totally al
tered, that they diferve not to be called the fame; it will 
then be time enough to own, that we are unable to judge of EfojJ' s merzt by any thing in the jn·ifcnt colLrtlion: 
.but tilL that is done, we mayjnjely mjoy ouT oj;inions, 
and they that have ad-mired FjojJ, may venture tD go on, 
and admzre him jlill. 

·As 
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As for what the DoElor has ]aiel of Planudts ~ I mufl 

confijs, Jays Mr. Boyle, I have not the deejJejt veneTa

tion for his ckaraf1eT; but neitheT can I think Jo difpica

bly of him, as the lofty Dr. Bentley does, becauje I find 

him well Jpoken of by men of good knowledge and judg

ment, and even by his adveifaries thenifelves. Nay~ 

DT. Bentley, I think, gi-ues an account of him, not at aLL 

to his dijadvantage~ where he Jays that the Jet of fables 

l1e jJUt oul, vvas of his own drawing up: amongfl 

which, thcu arejevcral Jo well tzwned~Jo exactly cojJyed 

from nature, and buiit onjuch a true knowledge qf hu

man life and ciffairs, that 'tis plain he was nr,ither an 

ideot ncr a monk., that comj;qfed them. But the on

ly r-eajon Dr. Bentley gives for his believing them to 

be drawn up by Planudes, is, that there is no manu

fcript, any where, above 300 years old~ that has 

the fables according to that copy. ]{o manu-

Jcript! any where! Very extenjive wonls: 'tis pretty 

dijficult to mifwc!-r for all the li!Jraries of Europe. But 

this was an ajfertion fit to be laid duwn by Dr. Bentley, 

bccauje impojfible to be proved; and I believe not dif

ficult to be difproved: for, as much out of the way of 
thife things as I live, I have cajualLy het£rd of a manu-

Jcript, older than Pfanudes, that has the fables accord

ing to his copy; Vqffius's manujcrijJt I mean, which, 

though I have notjeen mJ!elj, yet better judges than I 

om, who havejeen it., qjfi~re me, that it is about 500 

~?ars old~ awl that V ojjius h inifelj always efleemed it Jo. 

'Tis now at Lejdm. Boyle againjt Bentley. 

Fa-
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Fabriczus doubts of this nzamffi:Tijlt of Vqffius menti
oned by Boyle: it requires, 1zefaJ1S,jurthe·r examination. 
Montjaucon pTomijed, (in his Diarium Italicum) that 
he would publijh from a manufeript of the monaflery of 
St. Mary at Florence, the life of EfojJ, with the fables, 
as they wer-e extant before the time of Planudes, more 
at large: (in a diffuje jtyle) for that Planudes had o
mitted Jome fables, and had written both the life and 
the fables in a very djfferent jtyle, arzd after his own 
mmmer. 

Fabricius. 

I juj1poje Montjauron mva fulfilled his fJ'romijt. 
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AN 

E S S A Y on FABLE. 

INTRODUCTION. 

W H 0 EVER undertakes to compofe a 
fable, whether of the fublimer and more 

complex kind, as the epick and dramatick; or 
of the lower and more fimple, as what has been 
called the Efopean; mufi firfi endeavour to illuf~ 
trate fome one moral or prudential maxim. To 
this point the cornpofition in all its parts mull: 
be direB:ed; and this will lead him to defcribe 
fome aB:ion proper to enforce the maxim he 
has chofen. In feveral refpeCt.s therefore the 
greater fable and the lefs agree. It is the bu
finefs of both to teach forne particular moral, 
exemplify' d by an aB:ion, and this enlivened 
by natural incidents. Both alike mufi be fup
ported by appofite and proper charaB:ers, and 
both be furnifhed with fentirnents and language 
fuitable to the charaCters thus employ' d. I 
vwuld by no means however infer, that, to 
produce one of thefe fmall pieces requires the 
fame degree of genius , as to form an epick or 

e dr~ 
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dramatick Fable. All I would infinuate, is, that 
the apologue has a right to fome {hare of our 
efteem, from the relation it bears to the poems 
before mention' d: as it is honourable to fpring 
from a noble :fl:em, although in ever fo remote 
a branch. A perfect fable, even of this inferior 
kind, feems a much Ihonger proof of genius 
than the mere narrative of an event. The lat
ter indeed requires judgment: the former, to
gether with judgment, demat?-ds an effort of the 
imagination. 

Having thus endeavour' d to procure thefe 
little compofi.tions as much regard as they 
may fairly claim, I proceed to treat of fome 
particulars moft eiTential to their character. 

S E C T. I 

OJ the Truth or Moral of a Fable. 

'TIS the very eiTence of a Fable to convey 
fome li'IO?·al or tifeful Truth, beneath the 

!hadow of an allegory. It is this ch]efly that 
diftinguiihes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed 
gives it the pre-eminence in point of ufe and 

dig-
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dignity. A tale may confi.fl: of an event either 
ferious or comic; and, provided it be told a
greeably, may be excellent in its kind, tho' it 
:fhould imply no fort of Moral. But the aB:ion 
of a Fable is contrived on jJUrpofe to teach and 
to imprint fame Truth; and fhould clearly and 
obviouily include the illufl:ration of it, in the 
very catafl:rophe. 

The TTuth to be preferred on this occafion, 
fhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor 
trivial. Such would ill deferve the pains em
ployed in Fable to convey it. As little alfo 
:fhould it be one that is very dubious, dark, or 
controverted. It :fhould be of fuch a nature as 
to challenge the affent of every ingenuous and 
faber judgment; never a point of mere [pecula
tion; but tending to inform or to remind the 
reader, of the proper means that lead to happi
nefs. 

The reafon why fable has been fo much 
efieemed in all ages and in all countries, is 
perhaps owing to the polite manner in which its 
maxims are convey d. The very article of giv
ing infl:ru8:ion fuppofes at leafi a fuperior.ity of 
wifdom in the advifer; a circumflance by no 

mean 
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means favourable to the ready admiHion of 

advice. 'Tis the peculiar excellence of Fable 

to wave this air of fuperiority: it leaves the 

reader to colleCt: the moral; who, by thus difco

vering more than is fhewn him, finds his prin

ciple of feH~love gratifyed, inftead of being dif
gujted. The attention is either taken off from 

the adv.ifer; or, if otherwife, we are at leaU 

flattered by his humility and addrefs. 

Befides, i:qftruB:ion, as conveyed by Fable, 

does not only lay afide its lofty mien and fu

percilious afpeB:, but appears dreft in all the 

fmiles and graces which can fhike the imagina

tion, or engage the paffions. It pleafes in or

der to convince; and it imprints its moral fo 

much the deeper, in proportion as it entertains; 

fo that we may be faid to f eel our duties at the 

very infiant that we comjJrehend them. 

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable 

is brought to a fhill agreement with the fore

going account of it. This however ought to 

be the writer's aim. 'Tis the fimple manner in 

which the Morals of Efop are interwoven with 

his Fables, that clifl:inguifhes, and gives him 

the preference to all other mythologilh. His 

moun-
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mountain delivered of a moufe, produces the 
Moral of his Fable, in ridicule of pompous 
pretenders; and his crow, 1vhen fhe drops her 
cheefe, lets fall, as it were by accident, the 
fhongeft admonition againfl: the power of flat~ 
tery. There is no need of a feparate fcntence 
to explain it; no poffibility of irnprefling it 
deeper, by that load we too often fee of accu
mulated refleB:ions. Indeed the Fable of the 
Cock and the precious {lone is in this refpelt 
very exceptionable. The leffon it inculcates 
is fo dark and ambiguous, that different expofi~ 

.tors have given it quite ojJjH!fite interpretations; 
fome imputing the cock's rejeB:ion of the dia. 
mond to his wijdom, and others to his ignomnce. 

Strictly fpeaking then, one fhould render 
needlefs any detach'd or explicit moral. Efop, 
the father of this kind of writing, difclaimed 
any fuch affiftance. 'Tis the province of Fable 
to gi,-e it birth in the mind of the perfon for 
whom it is intended: otherwife the precept is 
diTeEt and obvious, contrary to the nature and 
end of allegory. 

After all, the gHatrfl fault in any cornpofition 
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) 

e 3 1s 
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is olfcurity. There can be no purpofe anfwered 
by a work that is unintelligible. Annibal 
Caracci and Raphael himfelf~ rather than rifque 
fo unpardonable a fault, have admitted veTbal 
e:>~jJlanations into fome of their befi piltures. It 
muft be confeffed, that every !tory is not capa
ble of telling its own Moral. J n a cafe of this 
nature, and this only, j t il1ould be c. -prrjly in
troduced. Perhaps alfo, where the point is 
doubtful, we ought to fhew enough for the lcfs 
acute, even at the hazard of {hewing too much 
for the more fagacious; wbo, for this very rea
fon, that they are more fagacions, will pardon a 
fuperfluity which is fuch to them alone. 

But, on thefe occaG.ons, jt has been matter 
of clifpute, whether the moral is better introdu
ced at the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop, 
as I faid before, univerfally reje[ted any fepa
rate lVIora!. Thofe ·we now find at the clofe of 
his Fables, were p1aced there by otheT hands. 
Among the antients, Phaedrus; and Gay, a
mong the moderns, inferted theirs at the begin
ning: La Moue prefers them nt the cond1ifion; and 
J:<~ontaine difpofes of them indifcriminately, at the 
beginning or end, as he fees convenient. If, 
amidfl the authorily of fuch gceat names, I 

might 
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might venture to mention my own opinion, I 
:fhould fooner prefix them as an introduction, than 
add them as an appendage. For I would neither 
pay my reader nor myjelj fo bad a compliment, 
as to fuppofe, after he had read the Fable, that 
he was not able to difcover its meaning. Be
fides, when the Moral of a Fable is not very 
prominent and :£hiking, a leading thought at 
the begining puts the reader in a proper track. 
He knows the game which he purfues: and, 
like a beagle on a warm fcen~, he follows the 
fport with alacrity, in proportion to his inlel
ligence. On the other hand, if he have no pre
vious intimation of the defign, he is puzzled 
throughout the Fable; and cannot determine 
upon its merit without the trouble of a fre:£h 
perufal. A ray of light, imparted at firfi, may 
ihew him the tendency and propriety of every 
expreffion as he goes along; but while he tra
vels in the dark, no wonder if he Humble or 
mifl:ake his way. 

S ECT. 
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S E C T. II 

0 j the Action and Incidents jJroper for a Fable. 

I N chufing the action or allegory, three con
ditions are altogether expedient. I. It mufi 

be clear: that is, it ought to fhew without equi
vocation, precifely and obvioufly, what we in
tend fhould be underfiood. II. It mufi be one 
and entire. That is, it mufi not be compofed of 
f2parate and independent atlions, but muil: tend 
in all its circumfl:ances to the completion of 
one fingle event. III. It mufi be natural; that 
is, founded, if not on Truth, at leafi on proba
bility; on popular opinion; on that relation 
and analogy which things bear to one another, 
when we have gratuitoufly endowed them 
·with the human faculties of fpeech and reafon. 
And thefe conditions are taken from the nature 
of the human mind; which cannot endure to 
be embarraffed, to be bewildered, or to be de
ceived. 

A Fable offends againfl: jJeifjJicuity, when it 
leaves us doubtful what Truth rhc Fabulifi in
tended to convey. \".' e have a firiking exam

ple 
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ple of this, in Dr. Croxall's Fable of the creak
ing wheel. ~~A coachman, fays he, hearing 
one of his wheels creak, was furprifed; but more 
efpecially, when he perceived that it was the 
worfl: wheel of the whole fet, and which he 
thought had but little pretence to take fuch a 
liberty. But, upon his demanding the reafon 
"\tYhy it did fo, the wheel replyed, that it was 
natural for people who laboured under any af
fliCtion or calamity to complain." Who would 
imagine this Fable defigned, as the author in
forms us, for an admonition to reprefs, or keep 
our complaints to ourjelves; or if we mujllet our 
forrows fpeak, to take care it be done in foli
tude and retirement. The fl:ory of this Fable 
is not well imagined: at leaH, if meant to [up
port the moral which the author has drawn 
from it. 

A Fable is faulty in refpeCl: to unity, when 
the feveral circum.fhnces point different ways; 
and do not center, like fo many lines, in one 
difl:inCl: and unambiguous moral. An example 
of this kind is furnifhed by La !riotte in the ob
fervation he makes upon Fontaine's two pige
ons. ~ Thefe pigeons had a reciprocal affeCti
on for each other. One of them fi1ewing a 

ddire 
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defire to travel, was earnefily oppofed by his 
companion, but in vain. The former fets out 
upon his rambles, and encounters a thoufand 
unforefeen dangers; while the latter fuffers neat 
as much at home, thro, his apprehenfions for 
his roving friend. However, our traveller, af
ter many hair-breadth 'fcapes, returns at length 
in fafcty back, and the two pigeons are, once 
again, mutually happy in each other's compa
ny." Now the application of this Fable is ut~ 
terly vague and uncertain, for want of circum
fiances to determine, whether the author dc
figned principally to reprefent the dangers of the 
Traveller; his friend's anxiety during his alfence; 
or their mutual hajJpinifs on his return. Where
as, had the travelling pigeon met with no difaf
ters on his way, but only found all pleafures in
lipid for want of his friend's participation; and 
had he returned from no other motive, than a 
defire of feeing him again, the whole then had 
happily clofed in this one confpicuous infe
rence, that the prefence of a real friend is the 
moil defirable of all gratifications. 

The lail rule I have mentioned, that a Fable 
fhottld be nalural, may be violated feveral ways. 

'Tis 
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'Tis oppofed, when we make creatures enter 
into unnatural affociations. Thus the Iheep 
or the goat mufi not be made to hunt with the 
lion; and it is yet more abfurd, to reprefent the 
lion as hllin.g in love with the foreft:er' s daugh~ 
ter. Tis infringed, by afcribing to them appe~ 
tites and paffions that are not confifl:ent with 
their known charaCters; or elfe by employing 
them in fuch occupations, as are foreign and 
unfuitable to their refpccrive natures. A fox 
:fhould not be faid to long for grapes; an hedge~ 
hog pretend to drive away Hies; nor a partridge 
ofrer his fervice to delve in the vineyard. A 
ponderous iron and an earthen vafe :fhould not 
fwim together down a river; and he that fhould 
make his goofe lay golden eggs, would :fhew 
a luxuriant fancy, but very little judgment. In 
:fhort, nothing befides the faculty of fpeech and 
reafon, which fable has been allowed to confer 
even upon mammates, mufl ever contradict the 
nature ot-d1ings. 

Opinions indeed, altho, erToneous, if they ei
ther are, or havs been univerfally received, may 
afford fufficient foundation for a fable. The·
mandrake, heu, may be made to utter groans; 
and the dying f\'\'an, to pour forth her elegy. 

The 
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The fphinx and the phrenix, the fyren and the 
centaur, have all the exifience that is requifite 
for Fable. Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and e
ven the man in the moon, may have each his 
province alloted him, fo it be not an imjJroper 
one. Here the notoriety of opinion fupplies 
the place of fact, and in this manner truth may 
fairly be deduced from falfehood. 

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, 
it is a rule without exception, that they ought 
always to be jew; it being foreign to the nature 
of this compofition, to admit of much variety. 
Yet a Fable, with only one fingle incident, may 
poffibly appear too naked. If Efop and Phae
drus are herein fometimes too fparing, Fontaine 
and La Motte are as often too profufe. In this, 
as in mofi other matters, a medium certainly is 
befi. In a word, the incidents i1wuld not only 
be few, but !hort; and like thofe in the Fables 
of"" the [wallow and other birds," ~ the miller 
and his fon," and ~- the court and country 
moufe," they mufi naturally arife out of the 
fubjeCl:, and ferve to illufirate and enforce the 
1\loral. 

SECT. 
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S E C T. III. 

OJ the Perfons, Characters~ and Senti1nents of Fable. rr HE race of animals .firflprefent themfelves, 
as the proper aB:ors in this little drama. 

They are indeed a fpecies that approaches, in 
many refpects, fo near to our own, that we need 
only lend themfpeech, in order to produce a 
:fhiking refemblance. It would however be 
unreafonable, to expect a firiB: and univer
fal fimilitude. There is a certain meqfure and 
degree of analogy, with which the mofi dif
cerning reader will refi contented: for infiance, 
he will accept the properties of animals 1 altho' 
necdfary and invariable, as the images of our 
inclinations, tho' never fojree. To require more 
than this, were to fap the very foundations of 
allegory; and even to deprive ourfelves of half 
the pleafure that flows from poetry in general. 

Solomon fends u~ to the ant, to learn the wif
dom of indufiry: and our inimitable ethic po
et introduces nature herfelf as giving us a Jimilar 
kind of council. 

Thus 
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Thw then to Man the voice of Nature Jpake; 
~~ Go, from the Creatures thy inflruelions take

H There all the forms of facial u11ion find, 
HAnd thence, let recifon late injtruf1 mankind.:' 

He fuppofcs that animals in their native cha
ra8:ers, without the advantages of fpeech and 
reafon which are affigned them by the Fabul.iHs, 
may in rega-rd to Morals as well as Arts, become 
examples to the human race. Indeed I am a
fraid we have fo far deviated into afcititiou.s 
appetites and fantafl:ick manners, as to find the 
expediency of copying from them, that fimplici
ty we ourfelves have loLL If animals, in them
felves, may be thus exemplary, how much more 
may they be made infiruB:ive, under the direc
tion of an able Fabullfi; who by conferring up
on them the gift of language, contrives to make 
their infiinets more intelligible and their ex
amples more determinate! 

But thefe are not his only actors. The Fabulifl: 
has one advantage above all other writers 
whatfoever; as all the works both of art and na
ture are more immediately at his difpofal. He 
has , in this refpeB:, a liberty not allowed to 
epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt-

edly 
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edly more limited in the choice of perfons to 
be employed. He has authority to prefs into 
his fervice, every kind of exifience under hea
ven: not only beafis, birds, infeB:s, and all the 
animal creation; but flowers, fhrubs, trees and 
all the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, 
foflils, minerals, and the inanimate works of 
nature, difcourfe articulately at his command; 
and aB: the parts which he afligns them. The 
virtues, vices, and every property of beings, re
ceive from him a local habitation and a name. In 
fhort he may perfonify, befiow life, fpeech and 
aB:ion, on whatever he thinks proper. 

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of novelty 
and variety this mufi open, to a genius capable 
of conceiving, and of employing, thefe ideal 
perfons in a proper manner: what an opportu
nity it affords him to diverfify his images, and 
to treat the fancy with change of objects; while 
he firengthens the underfianding, or regulates 
the paflions, by a fucceffion of Tmths. To raife 
beings like thefe into a Hate of aB:ion and in
telligence, gives the Fabulifi an undoubted 
claim to that firfl charaB:er of the poet, a Creator. 
I rank him not, as I faid before, with the wri
ter of epick or dr~matick poems; but the ma-

ker 
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ker of pins or needles is as much an artift, as an 

anchor-fmith: and a painter of miniature may 

fhew as much !kill, as he who paints in the 

largefi proportions. 

When tbefe perfons are once raifed, we muft 

carefully injoin them proper tafks; and affign 

them fentiments and language fuitable to their 

feveral natures, and refpeCtive properties. 

A raven fhould not be extolled for her voice, 

nor a bear be reprefented with an elegant fhape. 

'Twere a very obvious infiance of abfurdity, to 

paint an hare, cruel, or a wolf, compaffionate. 

An afs were but ill qualified to be General of 

an army, tho' he may well enough ferve per

haps for one of the trumpeters. But fo long 

as popular opinion allows to the lion, mag

nanimity; rage, to the tiger; firength, to the 

mule; cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery. 

to the monkey; why may not they fupport the: 

chara[ters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, 

U1yffes and Thedites? The truth is, when Mo

ral aCtions are with judgment attributed to the 

brute creation, we fcarce perceive that nature is 

at all violated by the Fabulifl:. He appears, at 

mofl, to have only tranfiated their language. 
His 
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His lions, wolves, and foxes, behave and aTgue 
as thofe creatures would, had they originally 
been endowed with the human faculties of 
fpeech and reafon. 

But greater art is yet required, whenever we 
perfonify inani·mate beings. Here the copy fo 
far deviates from the great lines of nature, that, 
without the niceH: care, reafon will revolt againft 
the fiction. However, beings of this fort, ma
naged ingenioufly and with addrefs, recommend 
the Fabulift:s invention by the grace of novelty 
and of variety. Indeed the analogy between 
things natural and artificial, ani1nal and inani
mate, is often fo very !hiking, that we can, 
with feeming propriety, give paffions and fenti
ments to every individual part of exifience. 
Appearance favours the deception. The vine 
rna y be enamoured of the elm; her embraces tef
tify her paffion. The fwelling mountain may, 
naturally enough, be delivered of a mo~fe. The 
gourd may reproach the pine, and the fry-roc
ket, infult the fiars. The axe may follicit a new 
handle of the forefi; and the moon, in her fe
male character, requefi a fafh1onablc garment. 
Here is nothing incongruous; nothing that 
{hocks the reader with impropriety. On the o-

f the1 
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ther hand, were the axe to dcfirc a perriwig, 
and the moon petition for a new pair of boots; 
probability would then be violated, and the ab
furdity become too glaring. 

S E C T. IV. 

On the Language of Fable. 

T HE mofi beautiful Fables that ever were 
invented, may be disfigured by the Lan

guage in which they are cloathed. Of this, poor 
Efop, in fome of his Englifh dreifes, affords a 
melancholy proof. The ordinary fiyle of Fa
ble fhould be Jarnilim·, but alfo elegant. Were 
I to injtance any flyle that I fhould prefer on 
this occafi.on, it fhould be that of Mr. Addlfon' .s 
little tales in the Spectator. That cafe and fim
plicity, that concifenefs and propriety, that fub
dued and decent humour he fo remarkably 
difcovers there; feem to have qualifyed him for 
a Fabulifi, almofl: beyond any other writer. But 
to return. 

The Familiar, fays Mr. La Motte, to whofe 
ingenious Ejfay I have often been obliged in this 
difcourfe, is the general tone, or accent of Fa
ble. It was thought fufficient, on its firfi ap-

pearance, 
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pearance, to lend the animals our mofl: com
mon language. Nor indeed have they any ex
traordinary jJreterifions to the fublime; it being 
requifite they fhould ]peak with the fame fim
plicity that they behave. 

The familiar alfo is more proper for infinuati
on, than the elevated; this being the language 
of TejleEtion, as the former is the voice of Jenti7 

ment. We guard ourfelves againfl: the one, but 
lie open to the other; and infl:ruB:ion will al
ways the mofl: effectually fway us, when it ap
pears leaf!: jealous of its rights and privileges. 

The familiar fryle however that is here requi r
eel, notwithfl:anding that appearance of Eaje 
which is its character, is perhaps more difficult 
to write, than the more elevated or jubLime. A 
writer more readily perceives when he has rifen 
above the common language; than ae perceives~ 
in fpeak.ing this language, whether he has made 
tl1c choice that is moft fuitable to the occa:G.on: 
and it is, neverthelefs. upon this lwj,py choice de
pends all tbe charm of the familiar. Moreover, 
the elevated fl:yle deceives and feduces, altho' it 
be not the befi cLofen; ;yhereas tbe familiar can 
rrocure itfclf no fort of refpeet, if it be not eafy. 
rPtmal, jut, delicate, and u .affecled . A Fabu-

f _ 1 tlr 
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J if!: mufl: therefore befiow great attention upon 
his fiyle: and even labour it fo much the more, 
that it may appear to have coft him no pains at 
all. 

The authority of Fontaine juHifies thefe opi
nions in regard to fiyle. His Fables are per
haps the befl: examples of the genteel familiar, as 
Sir Roger L' Efl:range affords the groffefl:, of the 
indelicate and low. When we read that ~~ while 
the frog and the moufe were difputing it at 
fwords point, down comes a kite powdering up
on them in the interim, and gobbets up both to
gether to part the fray." And •• vvhere the fox 
reproaches a bevy of jolly goffiping wenches 
making merry over a dijh of pullets, that, if he 
but peeped into a hen-roofl:, they always 
made a bawling with their dogs and their bajlards; 
while you yourfelves, fays he, can lie jtulfing 
)'Our guts with your hens and your capons, and 
not a word of the j;urlclen.'' This may be familiar, 
but is alfo coarfe and vulgaT; and cannot fail to 
difgufl: a reader that h~s the leafi degree of tafl.e 
or delicacy. 

The fiyle of Fable then mufi be fimplc and 
familiar· and it muH likewije be correCl: and ele
gant. By the former, I ,,vould advifc that it 
ihoulcl not bC' loaded with fi~rure and meta-.... 

phor· 
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phor; that the difpofition of words be natural; 
the turn of fentences, eafy; and their conHruc
tion, unembarrafs'd. By elegance, I would 
exclude aU coarfe and provincial terms; all af
fcCled and puerile conceits; all obfolete and 
pedantick phrafes. To this I would adjoin, 
as the word perhaps implies, a certain finifhing 
polifh, which gives a grace and fpirit to the 
whole; and whjcb, tho' it have always the ajJ
pearance of nature., is almoil ever the iffecl of art. 

But, notwithfianding aU that has been faid, 
there are fome occafions on which it is allow
able, and even expedient to change the fiyle. 
The language of a Fable muLl rife or fall in con
Formity to the fubjeC1:. A lion, when introduced 
in his regal capacity, mufl hold difcourfe in 
a firain fomewhat more elevated than a Coun
ll)'-lvi01ife. The lionefs then becomes his Q:.ueen, 
and the beafis of the fore fl. are called his Jubjtels: 
a method that offers at once to the imagination, 
both the animal and the perfon he is defi.gned to 
reprefent. Again the buffoon-monkey fhould 
avoid that pomp of phrafe, which the owl em
ploys as her heft pretence to wifdom. Unlefs 
the Ryle be thus judicioufly varyed, it will be 
impoffible to preferve a juH difiin(}ion of cha · 
raCler. 

D cfcri p-
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Defcriptions~ at once concife and pertinent., 
add a grace to Fable; but are then mofi happy, 
when included in the aCtion: whereof the Fable 
of Boreas and the jim affords us an example. An 
epithet well chofen is often a defcription, in iifelj; 
and fo much the more agreeable, as it the lefs 
retards us, in our purfuit of the catafirophe. 

I might enlarge much further on the fubjeB:, 
but perhaps I may appear to have been too 
diffufe already. Let it fuffice to hint, that lit
tle.flrokes of humour, when arifing naturally from 
the fubjeB:; and incidentaL r~flections, when kept 
in due fubordination to the princip::~.l, add a 

value to thefe compofitions. Thefe latter how
ever fhould be employed very fparing1y, and 
with great addrefs; be very few and very fhon: 
It is fcarcely enough that they naturally fj;ring 
out of the fubjeB:: they fhould be fuch as to ap
pear neajfary and if[ential parts of the Fable. 
And when thefe embellifhments, pleafing ]n 
thcnifelves, tend to i.llu:flrate the main aElion, they 
then afford that namelefs grace remarkable in 
Fontaine and fome few others; and which per
fans of the bcfl: difcernrncnt will more cafl.h· 

' 
Cu 'J i-:_,e, than t 1cy can e:-.j1/ain. 

R. DODSI Fr. 
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FABLE I. 

The T-rees and the Bramble. 

T HE Ifraelites, ever murmuring and dif
contented under the reign of Jehovah, 
were defirous of having a king, like 

the reH of the nations. They offered the king
dom to Gideon their deliverer; to him, and 
to his pofierity after him: he generoufiy -refuf
ed their offer, and reminded them that Jeho
·oah was their king. When Gideon '·vas dead, 
Abimelech, his fon by a concubine, flew all his 
other fons to the number of feventy, Joatham 
alone efcaping; and by the affiHance Q[ the 

B ~ Shechemites 
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Shechemites made himfelf king. J oatham, to 
reprefent to them their folly, and to fhew them, 
that the mqft deferving are generally the leafl 
ambitious, whereas the worthlejs grafp at pow
er with cagernefs, and exerc'ife it with .lnfo-
1ence and tyranny, fpake to them in the fol
lowing manner. 

.... Hearken unto 17te, yemen of Shechem, fo may 
God hearken unto you. The Trees, grown wea
ry of the fiate of freedom and equality in which 
God had placed them, met together to chufe 
and to anoint a king over them: and they faid 
to the Olive-tree, Reign thou, over us. But the 
Olive-tree faid unto them, Shall I quit my fat
nefs wherewith God and man is honoured, to 
difquiet myfclf with the cares of government 
and rule over the Trees? And they faid unto 
the Fig-tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 
But the Fig-tree faid unto them, Shall I bid 
adieu to my fweetnefs and my pleafant fruit, 
to take upon me the painful charge of royalty, 
and to be fet over the Trees? Then faid the 
Trees unto the Vine, Come thou and reign o
ver us. But the Vine faid alfo unto them, Shall 
I leave my wine which honoureth God and 
cheereth man, to bring upon myfelf nothing 

but 
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but trouble and anxiety, and to become king 
of the Trees? we are happy in our prefent lot: 
feek fome other to reign over you. Then faid 
all the Trees unto the Bramble, Come thou and 
reign over us. And the Bramble faid unto them, 
I will be your king; come ye all under my 
fhadow, and be fafe; obey me, and I will grant 
you my protection. But if you obey me not, 
out of the Bramble :fhall come forth a fire, 
which :fhall devour even the cedars of Leban
on. 

FABLE II. 

The Frogs petitioning Jupiter for a King. 

A S Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap
pened to pafs thro' Athens, jufi after Pii1-

firatus had abolifhed the popular fl:ate, and 
ufurped a fovereign power? when perceiving 
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho' mild 
and eafy, with much impatience, he related 
to them the following fable. 

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented 
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of 

change, 
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change, petitioned jupiter to grant them a king. 
The good-natured deity, in order to indulge 
this their requefl:, with as little mifchief to the 
petitioners as poflible, threw them do,Yn a log. 
At firfl: they regarded their new monarch with 
great reverence, and kept from him at a mofl: 
refpeB:ful difl:ance: but perceiving his tame and 
peaceable difpofition, they by degrees ventur
ed to approach him with more familiarity, till 
at length they conceived for him the utmofl: 
contempt. In this difpofition, they renewed 
their req uefl: to Jupiter, and in treated him to 
befiow upon them another king. The Thunder· 
er in his wrath fent them a crane, who no foon
er took poffeffion of his new dominions, than 

· he began to devour his fubjeB:s one after ano. 
ther in a mofl: capricious and tyrannical man
ner. They were now far more difTatisfied than 
before; when applying to Jupiter a third time, 
they were difmiifed with being told, that the 
evil they complained of, they had imprudently 
brought upon themfelves; and that they had 
no other remedy now but to fubmit to it with 
patience. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E III. 

The Wolf and the Shepherds. 

H 0 W apt men are to condemn in others, 
what they praB:ife themfelves without· 

fcruple! 

A Wolf, fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 
where a company of Shepherds were regaling 
themfelves with a joint of mutton? Lord, faid 
he, what a clamour would thefe men have raif
ed, if they had catched me at fuch a banquet! 

F A B L E IV. 

The Belly and the Members. 

M ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Roman 
conful, being deputed by the fen ate to 

appeafe a dangerous tumult and fedition of the 
people, who refufed to pay the taxes necef
fary for carrying on the bu!inefs of the fiate; 
convinced them of their folly, by delivering 
to them the following fable. 

B4 My 
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My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend 
to my words. It once happened that the Mem
bers of the human body, takin!4 fome exception 
at the conduCt: of the Belly, refolved, no longer 
to grant him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue 
firfl:, in a feditious fpeech, aggravated their 
grievances; and after highly extolling the ac
tivity and diligence of the Hands and Feet, fet 
forth how hard and unreafonable it was, that 
the fruits of their labour :fhould be fquandered 
away upon the infatiable cravings of a fat and 
indolent paunch, which. was entirely ufelefs, 
and unable to do any thing towards helping 
himfelf. This fpeech, was received with unani
mous applaufc by all the Members. Immediate
ly the Hands declared they would work no 
more; the Feet determined to carry no farther 
the load of Guts with which They had hitherto 
been oppreffed; nay the very Teeth refufed to 
prepare a fingle morfel more for his ufe. In 
this diftref<>, the Belly befought them to confi
dermaturely, and not foment fo fenfelefs a rebel
lion. There is none of you, fays he, but may be 
fenfible that whatfoever you befiow upon me, 
is immediately converted to your ufe, and dif
perfed by me for the good of )'OU alL into every 
Limb. But he remonfirated in vain; for clur-

mg 
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ing the clamours of paffion, the voice of rea
fon is always difregarded. It being therefore 
impoffible for him to quiet the tumult, he was 
fiarved for want of their affifiance, and the 
body wafted away to a fkeleton. The Limbs, 
grown weak and languid, vvere fenfible at lafi 
of their error, and would fain have returned 
to their refpechve duty, but it was now too 
late; death had taken po:ffeffion of the ,;.rhole, 
:and they all perijhed together. 

F A B L E V. 

T!ze Fox and the * Swallow. 

AR IS T 0 T L E informs us that the fol
lowing fable was fpoken by Efop to the 

Samians, on a debate upon changing their mi
nifiers, who were accufed of plundering the 
commonwealth. 

A Fox fwimmin g acrofs a river, happened to 
be entanglep. in fome weeds that grew near the 

* Injtead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge
hog, but as that creature Jecrns veTy unfit fur the bu
}inefs cf driving away flies, it was thought more j;.ro
jJer to Jubflitute t! e Swallow. 

:fhore 
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fhore, from which he was unable to extricate 
himfelf. As he lay thus expofed to whole 
fwarms of flies, who were galling him and fuck
ing his blood; a Swallow obferving his difirefs, 
kindly offered to drive them away. By no 
means. faid the Fox; for if thife :lliould be chaf.. 
ed away, who are already fufficiently gorged, 
another more hungry fwarm would fucceed, and 
I fhould be robbed of every remaining drop of 
blood in my veins. 

F A B L E VI. 

The Fox and the Raven. 

A F 0 X obferving a Raven perched on the 
branch of a tree, with a fine piece of 

cheefe in her mouth, immediately began to 
confider how he might pofTefs himfelf of fo 
delicious a morfel. Dear madam faid he, I am 
extremely glad to have the pleafure of feeing 
you this morning: your beautiful fhapc, and 
fhining feathers, arc the delight of my eyes; 
and would you condefcend to favour me with 
a fong, I doubt not but your voice is equal 
to the reil of your accomplifhments. Deluded 
with this flattering fpeech, the tranfported 

Raven 
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·Raven opened her mouth, in order to give him 
a fpecimen of her pipe, when ~own dtopt ~he 

· cheefe: which the Fox immediately fnatchmg 
up, bore away in triumph, leaving the ~aven 
to lament her credulous vanity at her le1fure. 

F A B L E VII. 

The Fox and the Stork. 

T HE Fox, tho' in general more inclined 
to roguery than wit, had once a {hong in

clination to play the wag with his neighbour 
the Stork. He accordingly invited her to din
ner in great form; but when it came upon the 
table, the Stork found it confified intirely of 
different foups, ferved up in broad {hallow dilli
es, fo that £he could only dip in the end of 
her bill but could not poffibly fatisfy her hun
ger. The Fox lapped it up very readily, and 
every now and then, addreffing· himfelf to his 
guefi, defircd to know how :fhe liked her en
tertainment; hoped that every thing was fea
foned to her mind; and protefled he was very 
forry to fee her eat fo Jparingly. The Stork, per
ceiving £he was played upon, took no notice, 
but pretended to like every difh extremely: 
and at parting pre fred the Fox fo arnefily to 

rc-
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return her vifi.t, that he could not in civility 
refufe. When the day arrived, he repaired to 
his appointment; but to his great mortification, 
when dinner appeared, he found it compofed 
of minced meat, fcrved up in long narrow-neck
ed glaffes; fo that he was only tantalized with 
the fight of what it was impoffible for him to 
tajte. The Stork thrufi in her long bill, and 
helped herfelf very plentifully; then turning 
to Reynard, who was eagerly licking the out
iide of a jarr where fome fauce had been fpill
ed-1 am very glad, faid :fhe flniling, that you 
feem to have fo good an appetite; I hope you 
will make as hearty a dinner at my table as I did 
the other day at yours. Reynard hung down his 
head, and looked very much difpl eafed-Nay, 
nay, faid the Stork, don't pretend to be out of 
humour about the matter: they that cannot 
take a jefi, :fhould never make one. 

FABLL 
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FABLE VIII. 

The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

W H E N a pert young templar, or city 
apprentice, fets up for a fine gentleman, 

with the a:fii:ftance of an embroidered waift
coat and Drefden ruffies, but without one qua
lification proper to the character; how fre
quently does it happen, that he is laughed at 
by his equals, and defpifed by thofe whom he 
prefumed to imitate! 

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough 
to imagine, that he wanted nothing but the 
drefs to render him as elegant a bird as the 
peacock. Puffed up with this wife conceit, he 
plumed himfelf with a fufficient quantity of 
their moft beautiful feathers, and in this bor
rowed garb, forfaking his old companions, 
endeavoured to pafs for a peacock. But he no 
fooner attempted to affocia.te with thefe gene 
teel creatures, than an affeB.ed {hut betrayed 
the vain pret.ender. The offended peacocks, 
plucking from him their degraded feathers, 
foon £hipped him of his gentility,reduced him 

to 
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to a mere Jackdaw and drove him back to his 

brethren; by whom he was now equally defpif

ed, and jufily puni:fhed with derifion and con

tempt. 

FABLE IX. 

The lTloif and the Lamb. 

W HEN cruelty and injufiice are armed 

with power, and determined on op

preffion, the firongefi pleas of innocence are 

preferred in vain. 

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench

ing their thirfi together at the fame rivulet. 

The Wolf flood towards the head of the fire am, 

and the Lamb at fome difiance below. The in

jurious beafl:, refolved on a quarrel~ fiercely de

mands -How clare you clifiurb the \•vater 

which I am drinking? The poor Lamb, all 

trembling, replies, How, I befeech you, can 

that pqjfib!y be the cafe, fi.nce the current fets 

from you to me? Difconcertecl by the force o r: 

truth, he changes the accufation: fix months 

ago, fays he you vilely flandered me. lmpoffi

ble, returns the Lamb, for I was not then born. 
No 
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No matter, it was your father then, or fome of 
your relations; and immediately feizing the 
innocent Lamb, he tore him to pieces. 

F A B L E X. 
The Mountain in Labour. 

AR U lVI 0 U R once prevailed, that a neigh
bouring Mountain was in labour; it was 

affirmed that {he had been heard to utter prodi
gious groans; and a general expectation had 
been raifed, that fome extraordinary birth was 
at hand. lV[ultitudes flocked with much ea
gernefs to be witneffes of the wonderful event: 
one expecting her to be delivered of a giant; 
another of fome enormous monfier; and all were 
fufpended in earnefi expeB:a6on of fomewhat 
grand and afionifhing. When, after waiting 
with great impatience a confiderable time, be
hold-- out crept a ridiculous mozife. 

FABLE 
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FA B L E XI. 

The Boys and the Frogs. 

0 N the margin of a large lake, whjch was 
inhabited by a great number of Frogs, a 

company of Boys happened to be at play. Their 
diverfion was duck and drake; and whole vol
lies of fiones were thrown into the water, to 
the great annoyance and danger of the poor 
terrified Frogs. At length, one of the mofl: 
hardy lifting his head above the furface of the 
lake; Ah, dear children, faid he, why will ye 
learn fo foon the cruel praB:ices of your race? 
Confider, I befeech ye, that tho' this may be 

]port to you, it is death to us. 

F A B L E XII. 

The Lark and her Young. 

A LARK having built her nefl: in a field 
of corn, it grew ripe before her young 

were well able to fly. Apprehenfive for their 
fafety, llie enjoined them, while fhe went out 
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in order to provide for their fubfift.ence, to lift
en very attentively, if they fhould hear any 
difcourfe concerning the reaping of the field. 
At her return they told her, that the farmer 
and his fon had been there, and had agreed to 
fend to fome of their neighbours, to affift. them 
in cutting it down the next day. And fo they 
depend, it feems, upon neighbours, faid the 
mother: very vvell: then I think we have no 
occafion to be afraid of tomorrow. The next 
day 1he went out, and left with them the fame 
injunCtion as before. \Vhen ihe returned, they 
acquainted her that the farmer and his fon had 
again been there, but as none of their neighbours 
came to their affifl:ance, they had deferred reap
jug till the next day, and intended to fend for 
help to their friends and relations. I think 
we may ft.ill venture another day, fays the mo
ther; but however be careful as before, to let 
me know ·what paffes jn my abfence. They 
now inform her that the fanner and his fon 
had a third time viG.ted the field; and finding 
that neither friend nor ·relation had regarded 
their fummons, they were determined to come 
the next morning and cut it down thcnifelves. 
:\ay then, repljed the lark, Jt JS time to think 

c 
of 
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of removing: for as they now depend only 
upon themjelves for doing their own bufmefs. 
it will undoubtedly be performed. 

F A B L E XIII. 

The Stag drinking. 

A Stag quenching his thirfi in a clear lake. 
was frruck with the beauty of his horns, 

which he faw refleCted in the water. At the 
fame time, obferving the extreme Hendernefs 
of his legs; What pity it is, faid he, that fo 
fine a creature :fhould be fum.ifhed with fo dc
fpicable a fet of fpinclle fhanks ! what a truly 
noble animal I fhould be, vvere my legs in any 
degree anfwerable to my horns! In the micHl 
of this foliloquy, he was alarmed with the cry 
of a pack of hounds. He immediately flies o
ver the forefl:, and left his purfuers fo far be
hind, that he might probably have efcaped; 
but taking into a thick wood, his horns v1erc 
entangled in the branches, where he was held 
till the hounds came up, and tore him in pieces. 
In his lafr moments, he thus exclaimed--How 
~ll do we judge of our own true advantages! 

the 
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the legs which I difpifed would have borne 
me away in fafety, had not my favourite ant
len betrayed me to ruin. 

F A B L E XIV. 

The Swallow and other Birds. 

A Swallow obferving a farmer employed in 
fowing hemp, called the little birds toge

ther, informed them what he was about, and 
told them that hemp was the material from 
which the nets, fo fatal to the feathered race, 
were compofed: advifing them unanimoufly 
to join in picking it up, in order to prevent 
the confequences. The birds, either diibeliev
ing his information, or neglelting his advice, 
gave themfelves no trouble about the matter. 
In a little time the hemp appeared above 
ground: the friendly Swallow again addreffed 
himfelf to them, told them it was not yet too 
late, provided they would immediately fet a
bout the work, before the feeds had taken too 
deep root. But they fiill rejeCling his advice, 
he forfook their fociety, repaired for fafety to 
to\vns and cities, there built his habitation 
and kept his refidencc. One day, as he was 

C 2 ikim 
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fkimming along the :fheet, he happened to fee ;1 

large parcel of thofe very birds, imprifonecl in 
a cage, on the fhoulders of a hirdcatcher. Un
happy ·wretches, faid he, you now feel the 
punifhment of your former neglect. But 
thofe, who, having no forefight of their own, 
defpife tli:e wholefome admonitions of their 
friends, deferve the mifchiefs v'l'hich tbc!r 
ob{linacy or negligence brings upon their 
heads. 

F A B L E XV. 

1~he Ajs and the Lap-Dog. 

AN afs who lived in the fame family ·wtth a 
favourite lap-dog, obferving the fupertor 

degree of affection which the little minion en
joyed, imagined he hacl nothing more to clo, 
to obtain an equal fhare in their good graces, 
than to imitate the lap-dog's playful and en
dearing careffes. Accordingly, he be (J'an to 
frilk about before his mailer, kicking up his 
heels and brayjng, in an aukward affeC1ation 
of wantonnefs and pleafantry. This flrange 
behaviour could not fail of raifing much laugh
ter; which the afs miflaking for approbation 

and 
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and encouragement, he proceeded to leap up
on his mafier' s breafi, and began very famili
arly to lick his face: but he was prefently 
convinced by the force of a good cudgel, that 
what is fpritely and agreeable in one, may in 
another be jufl:ly cenfured as rude and imper
tinent; -and that the furefi way to gain efteem, 
is for every one to aa fuitably to his own na
tural genius and cha ··aCler. 

F A B L E XVI. 

The Lion and the Jl.,foz!fe. 

ALion by accident laid his paw upon a poor 
innocent moufe. The frighted little crea

ture, imagining {he was jufi going to be clcvollr
eU. begged hard for her life, urged that clemen
cy ·was the fairefi attribute of power, and earn
cilly intreated his maje:fty, not to fiain his illuf
trious paws, with the blood of fo in.Ggnificant 
an animal: upon which, the lion very gene
roufly fet her at liberty. It happened a few 
days aftenvards, that the iion, ranging for his 
prey, fell into the toils of the hunter. The 
moufe heard his roarings, knew the voice of 
11er benefactor, and immediately repairing to 

C 3 his 
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his affiflance, gnawed in pieces the mefhes of 
the net, and by delivering her prefcrver con
vinced him, that there is no creature fo much 
below another, but may have it in his power 
to return a good office. 

F A B L E XVII. 

The Wolf and tlze Crane. 

AW 0 LF having with two much greedinefs 
fwallowed a bone, it unfortunately fiuck 

in his throat; and in the violence of his pain 
he applied to feveral animals, earnefily jntreat
ing them to extract it. None cared to hazard 
the dangerous experiment, except the Crane; . 
who perfuaded by his folemn promifes of a 
gratuity, ventured to thrufi her enormous 
length of neck down his throat, and fuccefsful
lyperfonned the operation. When claiming the 
recompence; See the unreafonablenefs of fome 
creatures, replied the Wolf: have I not fuffered 
thee fafely to draw thy neck out of my jaws, 
and haH thou the confcicnce to demand a fur
ther re1varrl! 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XVIII. 

The Count7)11nan and the Snake. 

AN honeft Countryman obferved a Snake 

lying under a hedge, almofi frozen to 

death. He \'Vas moved with compaffion; and 

bringing it home, he laid it near the fire, and 

gave it fome new milk. Thus fed and cherifh

ed, the creature prefently began to revive: but 

no fooner had he recovered :fhength enough 

to do mifchief, than he fprung upon the Coun

tryman's wife, bit one of his children, and in 

fhort, threw the ·vvhole family into confu:G.on 

and terror. Ungrateful wretch! faid the man, 

thou hafi fufficiently taught me how ill-judged it 

is, to confer beneftts on the worthlejr and unde-

Jerving. So faying, he fnatched up a hatchet, 

and cut the fnake in pieces. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XIX. 

The Dog and the Shadow. 

A N hungry Spaniel, having !to len a p~ece of 
flefh from a butcher's fhop was carrying 

it acrofs a river. The water being clear, and 
the fun :lliining brightly, he faw his Ol'l'n image 
in the fiream, and fancied it to be another dog, 
with a more delicious morfel: upon which, 
unjujlly and greedily opening his jaws to fnatch 
at the Jlzadow, he loll the Jubflance. 

F A B L E XX. 

'I'Jze Sun anrl the Wind. 

P HOEBUS ancl AEolus hacl once a dlf
pute, '\Yhich of them ~ould foonefl: prevail 

vith a certain traveller to part ·with his cloak. 
AEolus began the attack, and aifaulted him 
•with great violence. But the man wrapping 
his cloak frill clofer about him doubled hi 
efforts to keep it and went on hjs way. And 
now. Phcebus darted his ·warm infinuating rays, 

which 
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-;vhich melting our traveller by degrees, at length 
obliged him to throw afide that cloak, which 
all the rage of AEolus could not compel him. 
to refign. Learn hence, faid Phcebus to the bluf
tering god, thatjojt and gentle means will often ac
c.omplifh, ·what force and jury can never effec:t. 

F A B L E XXI: 

The lVoife and the Mciftijf. 

A LE AN, half-ilarved ',y olf inadvertently 
firolled in the way of a !hong well-fed maf

tiff. The Wolf being much too weak to ac:t up
on the offenfive, thought it moil prudent to ac
cofr honeR: Towfer in a friendly manner: and 
among other civiljties, very"complaifantly con
gratulated him on his goodly appearance. 
Why, yes, returned the mafhff, I am indeed in 
tolerable cafe; and if you will follow me, you 
may foon be altogether in as good a plight. 
The Vvolf pricked up his ears at the propofal, 
and requefied to be informed ·vvhat he muft do 
to earn fuch plentiful meals. Very little repli
ed the :Mafiiff; only drive av,·ay beggars, carefs 
my mafier, and be civil to hi family. To thefe 
condition the huncrry Wolf had no objec:tion, 

and 
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and very readily confented to follow his new 
acquaintancewhere-ever hewouldconduB:him. 
As they were trotting along, the Wolf obfervecl 
that the hair was worn in a circle round his 
friend's neck; which raifed his curiofity to en
quire what was the occafion of it? Nothing, 
anfwered the maR.iff, or a mere trifle; perhaps 
the collar to which my chain is fometimes fafi
ened.-C/zain! replied the Wolf, with much 
furprife; it fhould feem then that you are not 
permitted to rove about where and when you 
pleafe. Not always, returned Towfer, hanging 
down his head; but what does that fignify? It 
lignifies fo much~ rejoined the Wolf, that I an1, 
refolved to have no fhare in your dinners: half 
a meal with liberty, is in my eR.imation pre
ferable to a full one without it. 

F A B L E XXII. 

Fortune and the School-boy. 

A School-boy, fatjgue~ with play, th~e' him
felf down by the bnnk of a deep pit, where 

he fell faR. afleep. Fortune happening to pafs 
by, faw him in this dangerous fituation, and 
kindly gave him a tap on the fhoulder: My dear 

child. 
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child, faid fi1e, if you had fallen into this pit, 
I :fhould have borne the blame, tho' infaB: the 
accident would have been wholly owing to 
your own carelefsnefs. 

Misfortune, faid a celebrated cardinal, is but 
another word for imprudence. This maxim is 
by no means abfolutely true: certain, how
ever, it is, that mankind fuffer more evils from 
their own imprudence~ than from events which 
are not in their power to controll. 

F A B L E XXIII. 

The Frog and the Ox. 

A Frog, being wonderfully fhuck with the 
fize and majefiy of an Ox that was grazing 

in the marfhes, could not forbear endeavour
ing to expand herfelf to the fame portly mag
nitude. After puffing and fwe1ling for fome 
time: ~~ \Vhat think you, fifler," faid fhe, ~~will 
this do?" Far from it. ~~ Will this?" By no 
means. ~~ But this furely will.'' Nothing like 
it. In fhort. after many ridiculous efforts to 
the fame fruitlefs purpofe, the fimple Frog 
burfl: her jkin a 1d miferably expired upon the 
fpot. FABLE 
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F A B L E XXI\1. 

1>he Lion and other Beajts hunting in Partrwjhip. 

A Leopard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were ambiti
ous of the honour of hunting with the Li

on. His favage majefi:y gracioufly condefcend
ed to their defire, and it was agreed that they 
fhould all have an equal :fhare in whatever might 
be taken. They fcour the forefi, are unanimous 
in the purfuit, and, after a very fine chace, pull 
do·wn a noble fiag. J t '"-as divided with great 
dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal parts; 
but j uft as each was going to fecure his {hare
Hold, fays the Lion, let no one prefume to 

ferve himfelf, till he hath heard our jujt and 
reajonable claims. I feize upon the firft quarter 
by virtue of my prerogative; the fecond 1 think 
is due to my fuperior condutl and crntrage; I can
not forego the third on account of the ncrcj]i
tzes of my den; and if any one is inclined to 
difpute my right to the fourth~ let him fpcak. 
A"-ed by the majefiy of his frown and the 
terror of his pa\vs, they fi.lently withcl1 cw, rc
folvin g never to hunt agam but with their 
ffjUfl{S. 

FA H 1_ F 
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F A B L E XXV. 
The Ant and the Fly. 

AN Ant and a Fly had once a ridiculous 
· conte:fl: about precedency, and were argu
ing which of the two was the more honoura
ble: fuch difputes mofi frequently happen a
i11ongfi the lowefi and moil worthlefs creatures. 
The Fly expreiTed great refentment, that fuch 
a poor crawling infect, Ihould prefume to lie 
bafking in the fame funihine, with one fo much 
her fuperior. Thou h::tH not furely the infolence, 
faid Ihe, to imagine thyfelf of an equal rank. 
·with me. I am none of your low mechanic 
creatures who live by their indufiry; but enjoy 
in plenty, and without labour, every thing that 
is truly delicious. I place m yfelf uncontrouied 
upon the heads of kings ; I kifs with freedom 
the lips of beauties; and feafi upon the choicdt 
facri6.ce that are offered to the gods. To eat 
with the gods, replied the Ant, and to enjoy 
the favours of the fair and the pmverful, would 
be great honour indeed, to one who was an 
invited or a welcome guef1:; but an impertinent 
intruder, who is driven out with averfion and 

c. on-
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contempt where-ever he appears, has not much 
caufe methi~ks to boafr of his privileges. And 
as to the honour of not labouring for your fub
fifl:ence; here too your boajt is only your difgrace; 
for hence it is, that one half of the year you 
are deR:irute even of the common neceffaries 
of life; whilR: I at the fame time, retiring to 
the hoard~d granaries, which my hon~ft induflry 
has filled, enjoy every fa tis faction, independent 
of the favour either of beauties or of kings. 

F A B L E XXVI. 

The Bear and the two Friends. 

T WO Friends, fetting out together upon a 
journey which led through a dangerous 

Jorefl, mutually promifed to a{ftfl: each other, 
in whatever manner they might be affaulted. 
They had not proceeded far, before they per
ceived a Bear making towards them with great 
rage. There were no hopes in flight; but one 
of them, being very aCl:ive, fprung up into a 
tree; upon which, the other, throwing himfelf 
flat on the ground, held his breath, and pre
tended to be dead; remembering to have heard 
it qJ[erted, that this creature will not prey upon 

a 
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::t dead carcafe. The bear came up, and after 
linelling to him fome time, left him, and went 
on. When he was fairly out of fight and hear
ing, the hero fron1 the tree calls out-\t\T ell, my 
friend, what faid the Bear? He feemed to whif
pcr you very clofely. He did fo, replied the 
other, and gave me this good piece of advice; 
never to affociate ·with a wretch, who in the 
hour of dangeT will defert his Friend. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Bull and the Gnat. 

A Conceited Gnat, fully perfuaded of his 
own importance, having placed himfelf on 

the horn of a Bull, expreffed great uneafinefs 
left his weight Ihould be incommodious; and 
" ·ith much ceremony begged the Bull's pardon 
for the liberty he had taken; affuring him that 
he would immediately remove, if he prefTed 
too hard upon him. Give yourfelf no uneaLi
nefs on that account, replied the Bull, I befeech 
you: for as I never perceived when you fate 
down, I £hall probably not mifs you whenever 
~c u think fit to rife ujJ. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXVIII. 

The W ajps and the Bees. 

PRETENDERS of every kind are befl 
deteB:ed by appealing to their works. 

Some honey-combs being claimed by a fwarm 
ofWafps, the right owners protefl:ed againfl: 
their demand, and the caufe was referred to a 
Hornet. Witneffes being examined, they de
pofed that certain winged creatures, who had 
a loud hum, were of a yellowifh colour, and 
fomewhat Like Bees, were obfcrved a confidera
ble time hovering about the place where this 
nefl: was found. But this did not fufficient1y 
decide the quefhon; for thefe chara8:erif1:ics, 
the hornet obfervecl, agreed no lefs with the 
Bees than with the Wafps. At length, a fen
fible old Bee offered to put the matter upon 
this decifive iffue; Let a place be appointed, 
faid he, by the court, for the plaintiffs and de
fendants to work in: it will then foon appear 
which of us are capable of forming fuch regu
lar cells, and afterwards of filling them with fo 
delicious a fluid. The Wafps refufi.ng to aa- ree 
w:this propofal, fufficiently convinced the j:dge 

on 
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on which fide the right lay, and he decreed the 
honeycomb accordingly. 

F A B L E XXIX. 

The Old Man and Death. 

A Feeble Old Man quite fpent with carrying 
a burthen of fiicks, which with much labour 

he had gathered in a neighbouring wood, called 
upon death to releafe him from the fatigues he 
endured. Death hearing the invocation, was 
immediately at his elbow, and afked him what 
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un
expelted appearance-0 good fir! faid he, my 
burthen had like to have ilipt from me, and 
being unable to recover it myfelf, I only im
plored your affifiance to replace it on my jhould· 
liTS, 

D ' FABLE 
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F A B L E XXX. 

The Court and Country-Moufe. 

A Contented Country-Moufe had once the ho-
. nour to receive a vifit from an old acquain
tance belonging to the court. The Country
moufe, extremely glad to fee her guefi, very 
hofpitably fet before her the befi cheefe and ba
con which her cottage afforded, and as to their 
beverage, it was the purefi water from the fpring. 
The repafl: was homely indeed, but the welcome 
hearty: they fate and chatted away the evening 
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace 
and quietnejs each to her little cell. The next 
morning when the guefl: was to take her leave, 
fhe kindly preffed her country friend to accom
pany her; fetting forth in very pompous terms, 
the great elegance and plenty in which they lived 
at court. The Country-Moufe was eafily pre
vailed upon, and they fet out together. It was 
late in the evening when they arrived at the 
palace; however, in one of the rooms, they 
found the remains ofafumptuous entertainment. 
There were creams, and jellies, and fweetmeats; 

and 
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and every thing, in fhort, of the moil: delicate 
kind: the cheefe was Parmefan, and they wetted 
their whiikers in exquifite champaign. But be
fore they had half finifhed their repaH:, they were 
alarmed with the barking and fcratching of a 
lap-dog; then the mewing of a cat frighted them 
almofi to death; by and bye, a whole train of 
fervants burfl into the room, and every thing 
was fwept away in an infiant. Ah! my dear 
friend, faid the Country-Moufe, as foon as fhe 
had recovered courage enough to fpeak, if 
your .fine living is thus interrupted with feaTS 
and dangers, let me return to my plain food, 
and my peaceful cottage: for what is elegance, 
without eafe; or plenty, with an aching heaTt? 

F A B L E XXXI. 

The Fox and the Goat. 

A Fox and a Goat travelling together, in a very 
fultry d:ty, found themfelves exceedingly 

. thirfiy; when looking round the country in or
der to difcover a place where they might proba
bly meet with water, they at length defcried a 
dear fpring at the bottom of a pit. They both 

" D ~ eagerly 
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eagerly defcended, and having fufficiently allay
ed their thirfi, began to confider how they fhould 
get out. Many expedients for that purpofe were 
mutually propofed, and rejeCted. At lafl: the 
crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I have a 
thought jufl: fl:ruck into my mind, which I am 
confident will extricate us out of our difficulty: 
do you, faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf 
up upon your hinder legs, and refl: your fore 
feet againfl: the fide of the pit. In this pofl:ure, 
I will climb up to your head, frorn whence I 
:fhall be able, with a fpring, to reach the top : 
and when I am once there, you are fenfible it 
will be very eafy for me to pull you out by the 
horns. The fimp1e Goat liked the propofal well; 
and immediately placed himfelf as direCted: by 
means of which, the Fox without much difficulty, 
gained t.he top. And now, faid the Goat, give me 
the affifience you promifed. Thou old fool, 
replied the Fox, had'fl: thou but half as much 
brains as beard, thou would'H: never have belie
ved that I would hazard my own life to fave thine. 
However, I will leave with thee a piece of ad~ 
vice, which may be of fervice to thee hereafter, 
if thou fhould' fl: have the good fortune to make 
thy efcape: ~~ Never venture into a pit again, 

before 
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be fore ~hou haft well confide red how to get out 
of it." 

F A B L E XXXII. 

The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 

A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com
pany with fome Cranes, who werejufi: fet

ting out on a party of pleafure, as they called it, 
which in truth was to rob the fi.fh-ponds of a 
neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Stork a
greed to make one; and it fo happened, that 
they were all taken in the faCt. The Cranes 
having been old offenders, had very little to 
fay for themfelves, and were prefently difpatch
ed: but the Stork pleaded hard for his life; he 
urged that it was his fi.rfl: fault, that he was not 
naturally addicted to fiealing fi.fh, that he was 
famous for piety to his parents, and in fhort, 
for many other virtues. Your piety and virtue, 
faid the Farmer, may for aught I know be ex
emplary; but your being in company with thieves 
renders it very fufpicious; and you muft there
fore fubmit with patience to fhare the fame pun,
jjhmenl with your companions. 

D3 FABLE 
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'FA BLE XXXIII. 

The Oak and the Willow. 

A Conceited Willow had once the vanity to 
challenge his mighty neighbour the Oak, 

to a trial of fl:rength . It was to be determined 
by the next fl:orm, and AEolus was addreffed by 
both parties, to exert his molt powerful efforts. 
This was no fooner afked than granted, and a 
violent hurricane arofe: when the pliant Wil. 
lmv, bending from the blafl:, or :fhrinking under 
it, evaded all its force : while the generous 
Oak difdaining to give way, oppofed its fury, 
and was torn up by the roots. Immediately the 
Willow began to exult and to claim the viCl:ory: 
when thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exul
tation; CalleH: thou this a trial ofjtrength? Poor 
wretch! not to thy flrength, but weakn~fs; not to 
thy boldly facing danger, but meanly fkulking 
from it, thou owefl: thy j;rifent Jafity. I am an 
Oak, though fallen; thou fiill a Willow, though 
unhurt: but who, except fo mean a wretch as 
thyfclf, would prefer an ignominious life, prefer· 

ved 
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ved by craft or cowardice, to the glory of meet
ing death in a brave contention? 

F A B L E XXXIV9 

The Boy and the Filberts. 

A Certain Boy, as Epitl:etus tells the fable, 
put his hand into a pitcher, where great 

plenty of figs and filberts were depofited: he 
grafped as many as his fifi could poffibly hold, 
but when he endeavoured to pull it out, the 
narrownefs of the neck prevented him. Un
willing to lofe any of them, but unable to draw 
out his hand, he burit out into tears, and bit
terly bemoaned his hard fortune. An honefi 
fellow who fiood by, gave him this wife and 
reafonable advice; --Grafp only half the quan
tity, my boy, and you will eafzlyjucceed. 

F A B L E XXXV. 

The Satyr and the Traveller. 

A Poor man travelling in the depth of winter, 
through a dreary forefl, no inn to receive 

D4 him 
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him, no human creature to befriend or comfort 

him, was in danger of being fiarved to death. 

At lafi however he came to the cave of a Satyr, 

where he intreated leave to refi a while, and 

fhelter himfelf from the inclemency of the wea

ther. The Satyr very civily complied with his 

requefi. The man had no fooner entered, than 

he began to blow his fingers. His hofi, fur

prized at the novelty of the aClion, was curious 

to know the meaning of it. I do it, faid the 

Traveller, to warm my frozen joints, which are 

benumbed with cold. Prcfently afterwards the 

Satyr having prepared a mefs of hot gruel to re

fre:!h his guefi, the man found it neceffary to 

blow his porridge too. What, inquired the 

Satyr, is not your gruel hot enough? Yes, re

plied the Traveller, too hot; and I blow it to 

make it cooler. Do you fo? quoth the Satyr; 

then get out of my cave as fafi as you can: for 

I deiire to have no communication with a crea

ture, that blows hot and cold with the fame breath. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXVI. 

The H01je and the Stag. 

BE F 0 R E the ufe of Horfes was known in· 
the world, one of thofe noble animals, hav

ing been infulted by a Stag, and finding him
felf unequal to his adverfary, applied to a man 
for affiftance. The requefi was eauly granted, 
and the man putting a bridle in his mouth, and 
mounting upon his back, foon came up with 
the Stag, and-laid him dead at his enemy's feet. 
The Horfc having thus gratified his revenge, 
thanked his auxiliary: And now will I return 
in triumph, faid he, and reign the undifputed 
lord of the forefi. By no means, replied the 
man; I fhall have occa£ion for your fervices, 
and you mufi go home with me. So faying, 
he led him to his hovel, where the unhappy 
freed fpent the remainder of his days in a labo
rious Jervit:ude2• fen£ible too late, ·~ that how 
pleafing foever revenge may appear, it always 
cofis more to a generous mind than the purchafe 
is worth.,, 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXII. 

The Farmer and his Sons. 

A Wealthy old Farmer, who had for fome 
time declined in his health, perceivjng 

that he had not many days to live, called his 
Sons together to his bed fide. My dear chil
dren, faid the dying man, I leave it with you 
as my lafi injuntl:ion, not to part with the farm 
which bas been in our family thefe hundred 
years: for to difclofe to you a fecret which 
I received from my father, and which I now 
think proper to communicate to you, there is 
a treafure hid fomewhere in the grounds; though 
I never could difcover the particular fpot where 
it lies concealed. However, as foon as the har
vefl: is got in, fpare no pains in the fearch, and 
I am well aiTured you will not lofe your la
bour. The wife old man was no fooner laid 
in his grave, and the time he mentioned arrived, 
than his Sons went to work, and with great 
vigour and alacrity turned up again and again 
every foot of ground belonging to their farm: 
the confequence of which was, although they 
did not find the objetl: of their purfuit, that 

their 
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their lands yielded a far more plentiful crop than 
thofe of their neighbours. At the end of the 
year, when they were fettling their accounts, 
and computing their extraordinary profits, I 
would venture a ,,vager, faid one of the brothers 
more acute than the re:fl:, that this was the cr:m
cealed wealth my father meant. I am fure, at 
leaR:, we have found by experience, that •• In
dujtry is iifelf a treajure. '' 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 

The Lion and the Gnat. 

A VAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible in. 
feB:! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat 

that was frifking about in the air near his den. 
The Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked infult, 
vowed revenge, and immediately fettled upon 
the Lion's neck. After having fufficiently teized 
him in that quarter, fhe quitted her fiation and 
retired under his belly; and from thence made 
her lafi and mofi formidable attack in his nof
trils, where llinging him almofl to madnefs, the 
Lion at length fell down, utterly fpent with rage, 
vexation, and pain. The Gnat having thus a-

bundantly 
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bundantly gratified her refentment, flew off in 
great exultation: but in the heedlefs tranfports 
of her fuccefs, not fufficiently attending to her 
own fecurity, :!he found herfelf in her retreat 
unexpectedly entangled in the web of a fpider; 
who rufhing out infiantly upon her, put an end 
at onte to her triumph and her life. 

This fable infl:ruB:s us, never to fuffer fucccfs 
fo far to tranfport us, as to throw us off our 
guard again.fl: a reverfe of fortune. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Mijer and his Treafure. 

A Mifer having fcraped together a confidera
ble fum of money, by denying himfelf the 

common conveniencies of life, was much em
barra:ffed where to lodgeitmo:fl:fecurely. After 
many perplexing debates with himfelf~ he at 
length fixed upon a corner in a retired field, 
where he depofited his Treajure, and with it his 
heart, in a hole which he dug for that purpofe. 
His mind was now for a moment at eafe; but he 
had not proceeded many paces in his way home, 

when 
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when all his anxiety returned; and he could 
not forbear going back to fee that every thing 
was fafe. This he repeated again and again; till 
he was at lafl: obferved by a labourer who was 
mending a hedge in an adjacent meadow. The 
fellow concluding that fomething extraordinary 
mufl: be the occafion of thefe frequent vifits, 
marked the fpot; and coming in the night in 
order to examine it, he difcovered the prize, and 
bore it off unmolefl:ed. Early the next morn
ing, the mifer again renewed his vifit; when 
finding his treafure gone, he broke out into the 
mofl: bitter exclamations. A traveller, who hap
pened to be palling by at the fame time, was 
moved by his complaints to enquire into the oc
cafion of them. Alas! replied the mifer, I have 
fufl:ained the moil: cruel and irreparable lofs! 
fome villain has robbed me of a fum of money, 
which I buryed under this fl:one no longtr ago 
than yefl:erday. Buryed! returned the traveller 
with furprize; a very extraordinary method truly 
of difpofing of your riches! Why did you not 
rather keep them in your houfc, that they might 
be ready for your daily occafions? Daily occa.fions! 
refumed the mifer, with an air of much indigna
tion; do you imagine I fo little know the value of 

money, 
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money, as to fuffer it to be run away with by 
occajions? on the contrary~ I had prudently refolved 
not to touch a. fingle :fhilling of it. If that was 
your wife refolution, anfwered the traveller~ I 
fee no fort of reafon for your being thus affiic
ted: it is but putting this jtone in the place of 
your Treafure, and it will anfwer all your pur
pofes full as well. 

F A B L E XL. 

Minerva's Olive. 

T HE gods, fay the heathen mythologifls, 
have each of them their favourite tree. Ju

piter preferred the oak, Venus the myrtle, and 
Phcebus the laurel; Cybele the pine, and Her
cules the poplar. Minerva, continues the my
thologift, furprized they :fhould choofe barren 
trees, a!ked Jupiter the reafon.--It is, faid he, 
to prevent anyfufpicion that we confer the hon
our we do them, for the fake of their fruit. Let 
folly fufpell: what it pleafes, returned Minerva; 
I !hall not fcruple to acknowledge, that I make 
choice of the Olive for the ifefulnejs of its fruit. 
0 daughter, replied the father of the gods, it is 

with 
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with jufrice that men eH:eem thee wife; for no
thing is truly valuable that is not ujejul. 

F A B L E XLI. 

The Mimick and the Countryman. 

M EN often judge wrong from fome foolifh 
prejudice; and whilfr they per!ifr in the 

defence of their mi.fl:akes, are fometimes brought 
to :fhame by incontefl:ible evidence. 

A certain vyealthy patrician, intending to treat 
the Roman people with fome theatrical enter
tainments, publifhed a reward to any one who 
could furnifh out a new or uncommon diverfi
on. Excited by emulation, the artifrs a:ITembled 
from all parts; among whom, a mimick well 
known for his arch wit, gave out that he had a 
kind of entertainment that had never yet been 
produced upon any fl:age. 

This report being fpread about, brought the 
whole city together. The theatre could hardly 
contain the number of fpe8:ators. And when 
the artifr appeared alone upon the flage, without 

any 
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any apparatus, without any prompter or affifl:
ant, curiofity and fufpence kept the fpeB:ators 
in a profound filence. 

On a fudden the performer thrufi down his 
head into his bofom, and mimicked the fqueak
ing of a young pig fo naturally, that the au
dience iniifl:ed upon it, he had one under his 
cloak, and ordered him to be fearched. Which 
being done, and nothing appearing, they load
ed the man with encomiums, and honoured 
him with the mofl: extravagant applaufe. 

A Country fellow obferving what pafl:-"Faith 
fays he, I can do this better than he: and imme
diately gave out that he would perfom the 
fame much better the next day. Accordingly, 
greater crowds afTembled: prepofTefTed however 
in favour of the firfi artift, they fit prepared to 
laugh at the clown, rather than to judge fairly 
of his performance. 

They both came out upon the fl:age. The 
mimick grunts away firfl:, is received with vafl: 
aplaufe, and the loudeH acclamations. Then 
the countryman pretending that he concealed 

a little 
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little pig under his cloak, (which in fact he did) 
pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him 
fqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that the 
firfi performer had imitated the pig much 
more naturally, and would haved hiffed the 
countryman off the itage: but he produced the 
real pig fr:om his bofom, and convincing them 
by a vifible proof of their ridiculous ~rror; 
Se:e, gentlemen, fays he, wlzat pretty fort of judges 
you aTe. 

F A B L E XLIL 

The Dog and the Crocodile. 

W E can never be too carefully guarded a. 
gajnfi a connection 1vith perfons of a 

fufpicious character. 

As a Dog was courfing the banks of the Nile, 
he grew thirfiy; but fearing to be feized by the 
monfiers of that river, he would not fiop to fa
tiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro
codile raifing his head above the furface of the 
water, afked him, vVhy he was in fuch a hurry? 
He had often,he faid, willied for his acquaintance, 
and fhould be glad to embrace the prefent op-

E portunity. 
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portunity. You do me great honour, faid the 
Dog~ but it is to avoid fuch companions as you, 
that I am in fo much hafie. 

F A B L E XLIII. 

The lVolj in Difguije. 

D ESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay 
themfelves open to clifcovery, by over-aCt

ing their parts. 

A Wolf who by his frequent vifits to a Hock 
of Iheep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex
tremely well known to them, thought it expe
dient, for the more fuccefsfully carrying on his 
depredations, to appear in a new charaCter. To 
this end he difguifed himfelf in a fhepherd's 
habit; and refiing his fore-feet upon a Hick, 
which ferved him by way of crook, he foftly 
made his approaches towards the fold. It hap~ 
pened that the Ihepherd and his dog were both 
of them extended on the grafs, faft ailecp; fo 
that he would certainly have fucceeded in his 
projeCt, if he had not imprudently attempted to 
imitate the fhepherd s voice. The horrid noife 
awakened them both: when the Wolf, encum-

bered 
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bered with his difguife, and finding it impoffi
ble either to re.G.H:, or to flee, yielded up his 
life an eafy prey to the fhepherd' s dog. 

F A B L E XLIV. 

The Bee and the Spider. 

T HE ·Bee and the Spider once entered int<l) 
a ·warm debate, which was the better artifl:. 

The Spider urged her fkill in the mathematics; 
and a:fferted that no one was half fo well ac
quainted as herfelf with the con:fl:ruB:ion of 
lines, angles, fquares, and circles: that the web 
.!he daily wove was a fpecimen of art inimitable 
by any other creature in the univerfe: and be
·fides, that her works were derived from her
felf alone, the produB: of her own bowels; 
whereas the boafied·honey of the bee, was fiolen 
from every herb and flower of the field; nay, 
that £he had obligations even to the meanefi 
weed . To this the Bee replied, that fhe was 
jn hopes the art of extraB:ing honey from the 
meancfi weeds, would at leaR: have been allow
ed her as an excellence; and that as to her :fl:eal
ing fweets from the herbs and flowers of the-. 

field 
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field, her :Ikill was there fo confpicuous, that no 
flower ever fuffered the leaH dimunition of its 
fragrance from fo delicate an operation. Then, 
as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the 
confl:ruetion of lines and angles. fhe believed fue 
might fafely ref!: the merits of her caufe, on the 
regularity alorie of her combs;but fince fhe could 
add to this, the hveetnefs and excellence of her 
honey, and the various purpofes to which her 
wax was employed, fhe had nothing to fear fron1 
a comparifon of her :Ikill with that of the wea
ver of a flimfy cobweb; for the value of every 
art, fhe obferved, is chiefly to be efiimated by 

its ife. 

F A B L E XLV. 

The Afs and his Afajttx. 

A Diligent Afs, that had long ferved a fevcre 
mafier, daily loaded beyond his ilrength, 

and kept but at very fhort commons, happened 
one day in his old age to be oppreffcd with a 
burthen of earthen-ware. His flrength being 
much impaired, and the road deep and uncv n, 
h unfortunately made a trip, and unable to 

recover 
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recover himfelf, fell down~ and broke all the 
veffels to pieces. His Mafier tranfported with 
rage, began to beat him with great violence. 
To whom the poor Afs, lifting up his head as 
he lay on the ground~ thus :H:rongly remonfira
ted: Unfeeling wretch! to thy own avaTitious 
cruelty~ in firfi pinching me of food, and then 
loading me beyond my firength, thou owefl: 
the misjoTtune ·vyhich thou fo unjufily imputefi 
to me. 

F A B L E XLVI. 

The Cock and the Fm:. 

A N experienced old Cock was fetting him
felf to roofi upon a hjgh bough, when a 

Fox appeared under the tree. I am come, faid 
the artful hypocrite .. to acquaint you in the 
name of all my brethren, that a general peace 
is concluded between your whole family and 
ours. Defcend immediately I bcfeech you, that 
we may mutually embrace upon fo joyful and 
unexpected an event. My good friend, replied 
the Cock, nothing could be more agreeable to 
me than this ne•vs: and to hear it from you in
creafes my fatisfc..Ction. But I fpy two grey-

hounds 
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hounds at a difiance coming this way, who are 
probably difpatched as couriers with the treaty. 
As they run very fwiftly 1 and will certainly he 
here in a few minutes, I will wait their arrival, 
that we may all four embrace together. Rey
nard well knew that if this was the cafe, it was 
no time for him to remain there any longer: 
pretending therefore to be in great hafl:e; adieu, 
faid he, for the prefent; we will referve our re~ 
joicings to another opportunity: upon which he 
darted into the woods with all imaginable ex
pedition. Old Chanticleer no fooner fa:w him 
depart, than he crowed abundantly in the tri
umph of his artifice: for by a harmlefs firata
gem to difappoint the malevolent intentions of 
thofe who are endeavouring to deceive us to 
our ruin, is not only innocent, but laudable. 

F A B L E XLVII. 

The Eagle and the Crow. 

T 0 mifl:ake our own talents, or over-rate 
our abilities, is always ridiGulous, and fame

times dangerous. 
An Eagle, from the top of a high mountain., 

made a fioop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore it 
away 
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away to her young. A Crow, who had built 
her nefl: in a cedar near the foot of the rock, ob
ferving what paffed, was ambitious of perform
ing the fame exploit: and darting from her 
nefi, fixed her talons in the fleece of another 
lamb. But neither able to move her prey, nor 
difentangle her feet, fhe was taken by the fhep
herd, and carried away for his children to play 
with: who eagerly enquiring what bird it was,
An hour ago, faid he, fhe fancied herfelf an Ea
gle; however, I fuppofe fhe is by this time 
convinced that !he is but a Crow. 

F A B L E XLVIII. 

The Farmer and the Stag. 

A Stag, who had left at fome difl:ance a pack 
of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and defir

ed he would fu!fer him to hide himfelfin a little 
coppice '"'hichjoined to his houfe. The Farmer, 
on condition that he would forbear to enter a 
field of wheat, 'vhich lay before him, and was 
now ready for the fickle, immediately gave him 
leave and promifed not to betray him. The 
fquire with his train infl:antly appeared, and in-

E 4 qu1nn~ 
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quiring whether he had not fcen the Stag; No, 
faid the Farmer, he has not paired this wa;, 
I aifure you: but, in order to curry favour at 
the fame time with his worfhip~ he pointed )lily 
with his finger to the place where the poor 
beafi lay concealed. This however, the fportf
man, intent on his game, did not obferve, but 
paired on with his dogs acrofs the very field. 
As foon as the Stag perceived they were gone 1 

he prepared to :Ileal off, without fpeaking a 
word. Methinks, cryed the Farmer, you might 
thank rne, at leaft, for the refuge I have afford
ed you: Yes, faid the Stag, and had your hands 
been as honefi as your tongue, I certainly 
fhould; but all the return that a double dealer 
has to expect, is a jufi indignation and con
tempt. 

F A B L E XLIX. 

The Lion, the T)'ger, and the Fox. 

A Lion and a Tyger jointlyfeized on a youn~ 
fawn, which they immediately killed. This 

they had no fooner performed, than they fell 
to fighting, in order to decide whofe property 
it fbould be. The battle was fo bloody and 

fo 
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fo obfiinate, that they were both compelled, 
thro' wearinefs and lofs of blood, to defifl:; 
and lay down by mutual confent. totally difabled. 
At this infl:ant, a wily Fox unluckily came by; 
who, perceiving their fituation, made bold to 
feize the contefied prey, and bore it off unmo
lefl:ed. As foon as the Lion could recover 
breath, How fooliih, faid he, has been our con
duet! Infl:ead of being contented as we ought, 
with our refpet1ive JltaTes; our fenfelefs rage has 
rendered us unable to prevent this rafcally Fox. 
from defrauding us of the whole. 

FABLE L. 

The Lion and the Afs. 

A Conceited Afs had once the impertinence 
to bray forth fome contemptuous fpeeches 

againfl: the Lion. The fuddennefs of the in
fult, at firll raifed fome emotions of wrath in 
his breafi: but turning his head and perceiving 
from whence it came, they immediately fubfid
ed, and he very fedately walked on, without 
deigning to honour the contemptible creature, 
even fo much as with an angry word. 

FABLE 
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FABLE LI. 

The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

I T is by no means prudent to join interefl: 
with fuch as have it in their power to im

pofe upon us their own conditions. 

By the entreaties of a Hedge-hog half fiarved 
with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to re
ceive him into her cell. He was no fooner en
tered, than his prickles began to be very unea
fy to his companion: upon which the Snake 
defired he would provide himfelf another lodg
ing, as ihe found her apartment was not large 
enough to accommodate both. Nay, faid the 
hedge-hog, let them that are uneajy jn their fitu
ation exchange it; for my own part, I am very 
well contented where I am; and if you are not, 
you are welcome to remove whenever you 
think proper. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E LII. 

The Trumpete1·: 

A Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to 
be taken prifoner. He was ordered imme

diately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for 
himfelf, that it was unju.ll: a perfon :lliould fuf
fer death, who, far fro~m an intention of mif
chief, did not even wear an offenfive weapon. 
So much the rather, replied one of the enemy, 
fhalt thou die; fince vvithm,1t any defign of fight
ting th}feif, thou excite.ll: others to the bLoody buj?r
nifs: for he that is the abettor of a bad aB:ion, is 
at lea£1: equally guilty with him that commits it. 

F A B L E LIII. 

* Vice and Fortune. 

F 0 R TUNE and Vice,. according to Plu
tarch, had once a violent con tefr which of 

*This fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord Boling
broke, in his Phil ofophica~ TraCl.s. 

them 
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them had .it mofi in their power to make man
kind unhappy. Fortune boafied that fhe could 
take from men every external good; and bring 
upon them every external evil. Be it fo, re
plied Vice; but this is by no means fufficient 
to make them miferable, without my afiifl:ance: 

. . 
whereas Without yours, I am able to render 
them completely fo; nay, in fpite too of all 
your endeavours to make them happy. 

F A B L E LIV. 

The Bear and the Bees. 

A Bear happened to be fiung by a Bee; the 
pain was fo acute, that in the madnefs of 

revenge he ran into the garden, and overturned 
the hive, vowing the defiruB:ion of the whole 
race. This outrage provoked their anger to a 
high degree, and brought the ]warm upon, him. 
in all this fury They attacked him with 
fuch violence, that his life was in danger, and 
it was with the utmoft difficulty that he made 
his efcape, wounded from head to tail. In this 
defperate condition, lamenting his misfortune, 
~nd licking his fores, he could not forbear re-

fleB:in<T 
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fleeting, hOi<\' much more advifeable it had been 
to have patiently acquiefced under one injury, 
than thus by an unprofitable refentment to have 
provoked a thozifand. 
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FABLE I. 

The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. 

A Miller and his Son were driving their Afs 
to market, in order to fell him. That 

he might get thither frefh and in good condi
tion, they drove him on gently before them. 
They had not gone far, when they met a com
pany of travellers. Sure, fay they, you are 
mighty careful of your Afs: methinks one of 
you might as well get up and ride, as let him 
walk on at his eafe, '"'bile you trudge after him 
on foot. In compliance with this advice, the 
Old Man fet his Son upon the beaft. They 

F had 
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had fcarce advanced a quarter of a mile further, 
when theymetanothercompany. You idle young 
rogue, faid one of the party, why don't you 
get down, and let you poor father ride? Upon 
this, the old man made his Son clifmount, and 
got up himfelf. In this manner they had not 
marched many furlongs, when a third company 
began to infult the father. You hard-hearted, 
unnatural wretch, fay they, how can you fuffer 
that poor lad to wade through the dirt, while 
you like an alderman ride at your eafe? The 
good natured miller .fl:ood correB:ed, and im
mediately took his Son up behind him. And 
now, the next man they met exclaimed with 
more vehemence and indignation than all the 
Tefi. Was there ever fuch a couple of lazy 
boobies? to overload in fo unconfcionable a 
manner a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs 
able to carry them than they are to carry him: 
The good old man, perplexed vvith variety of 
opinions, was half inclined to make the experi
ment, but was fufficiently convinced by this 
time, that there cannot be a more Jruitlifs at
tempt1 than to endeavour to pteaje alL mankind. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E II. 

The Sorcerifs. 

N I G H T and filence had now given repofe 
to the whole world; when an old illnatur

ed Sorcerefs, in order to exercife her infernal 
arts, entered into a gloomy wood, that trembled 
at her approach. The fcene of her horrid in
cantations was within the circumference of a 
large circle; in the center of which an altar was 
raifed, where the hallowed vervain blazed in 
triangular flames, while the mifchievous hag 
pronounced the dreadful words, which bound all 
hell in obedience to her charms. She blows 
a raging peflilence frorn her lips into the neigh
bouring folds; the innocent cattle die, to afford 
a fit facrif1ce to the infernal deities. The moon, 
by pm"-·crful fpclls drawn down from her orb, 
enters the ·wood: legions of fpirits from Pluto,s 
realms appear before the altar, and demand her 
plcafure. Tell me, faid fhe, where I lhall find 
\vhat I have loft, my favorite little dog. How! 
-cryed they all, enraged-Impertinent Bel
dame! mufi the order of nature be invrrtcd and 

F 2 th 



68 M 0 D E R N FA B L E S. 

the repofe of every creature di.flurbed, for the fake 

of thy lzttle dog? 

F A B . L E III. 

The Camelion. 

T w 0 travellers happened on their jo-urney 

to be engaged in a warm difpute about the 

colour of the Camelion. One of them affirmed 

that it was blue; that he had feen it with his own 

eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding 

on the air, in a very clear day. The ether 1hong

ly afferted that it was green, and that he had 

viewed jt very clofely and minutely on the 

bToad leaf of a fig tree. Both of them wete po

fitive, and the difpute was rifing to a quarrel: 

but a third perfon luckily coming by they a

greed to refer the queHion to his decifion. Gen

tlemen, faid the arbitrator, with a fmile of great 

felf-fatisfaction, you could not have been more 

lucky in your reference as I happen to have 

caught one of them la1t night: but indeed you 

are both mifl:a1'en for the creature is totally 

black. Black~ cryed they both; impoffible~ Nay 

quoth the umpire, with great aiTurance1 the mat-
ter 
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ter may foon be decided, for I immediately en
clofed my Carnelian in a little paper box, and 
here he is. So faying, he drew it out of his 
pocket, opened his box, and behold it was as 
white as fnow. The pofitive difputants looked 
equally furprifed, and equally confounded: 
'\•vhile the fagacious reptile, affuming the air of 
a philofopher, thus admoni:fhed them: yc chil
dren of men, learn diffidence and modemtion in 
your opmwns. 'Tis true, you happen, in the 
prefent infiance to be all in the right, and have 
only confider-ed the fubjeB: under different cir
cumfiances; but pray, for the future, allow o
ther men to have eyejight as well as yourfelves; 
nor wonder if every one prefers the tefrimony 
of his own Jerifes, to that of another's. 

F A B L E IV. 

The 1Yolj and the Lamb. 

A Flock of f11eep were feeding in a meadow, 
while their dogs were afleep, and their 

:fhepherd at a diflance playing on his pipe be
neath the fhade of a fpreading elm. A young 
unexperienced Lamb, obferving a half-flarved 

F 3 Wolf 
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Wolf peeping throw the pales of the enclofure, 
entered into converfation with him. Pray, 

what are you feeking for here? faid the Lamb. 

I am looking, replyed the Wolf, for fome ten

der grafs; for nothing, you know, is more plea

fant than to feed in a freili pafture, anc.l to flake 

ones thirft at a cryfial fheam: both which, I 
perceive, you enjoy within thefe pales in their 

utmoft perfeB:ion. Happy creature! continued 

he, how much I envy you your lot! who are 
in poifeffion of the utmofi I defire: for I have 

long been taught by philofophy, to be fatisfi'd 
with a little. It feems then, returned the lamb, 

that thofe who fay you feed on fleili, accufc 

you falfely, fince a little grafs will eafily con
tent you. If this be true, let us for the future 

live like brethren, and feed together. So fay

ing, the umple Lamb imprudently crept through 
the fence, and became at once a prey to our 
pretended philofopher, and a facrificc to her 
own inexperience and credulity. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E V. 

The Fo."\ and the B;:amble. 

A Fox clofely purfued by a pack of dogs, took 
fhelter under the covert of a Bramble .. He 

rejoiced in this afylum, and for a while was ve
ry happy: but foon found, that if he attempted 
to fiir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles 
on every fide. However, making a virtue of 
neceffity, he forbore to complain; and comfort
ed himfelf with refletl:ing, that no blifs is perfect; 
that good and eviL are min, and flow from the 

fame fountain. Thefe briars indeed, faid he, 
will tear my fkin a little, yet they keep off the 
dogs. For the fake of the good then, let me 
bear the evil with patience: each bitter bas its 
fweet, and thefe Brambles though they 1round 
my fltjh, preferve my life from danger. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E VI. 

The Falcon and the Hen. 

D IFFERENT circumfiances make thefam.e 
aB:ion right orwrong, a virtue or a vice. 

Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid a Falcon 
to a Hen, you are certainly the mofl: ungrateful. 
What infl:ance of ingratitude, replied the Hen, 
can you jufily charge upon me? The greatefl:, 
returned the Falcon; ingratitude to your high
eft benefaB:ors, men. Do they not feed you 
every day, and fhelter you every night? Never
thelefs, when they endeavour to court you to 
them, you ungratefully forget all their kindnefs, 
and fly from them as from an enemy. Now I~ 
who am wild by nature, and no way obliged to 
them; yet upon the leafi of their careffes, fuffer 
my felf to be taken, and go, or come at their com
mand. All this is very true, replied the hen, but 
there may be a fufficient reafon both for myjear, 
and for your familiarity: I believe you never faw a 
fingle F ale on roajlzng at the fire; whereas I have 
feen a hundred Hens truffed for that purpofe. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E VII. 

The Travellers and the Money-bag. 

AS two men were travelling on the road, one 
of them efpied a bag of money lying on 

the ground; and picking it up, I am in Juck this 
morning, faid he, I have found a Bag of Money. 
Yes, replied the other; though, methinks, you 
:fhould not fay 1, but We have found it; for 
when two friends are travelling together, they 
ought equally to :fhare in any accidental good 
fortune that may happen to attend them. No, 
replied the former, it was I that found it, and I 
muH: infift upon keeping it. He had no fooner 
fpoken the ·words, than they were alarmed with 
a hue and cry after a thief, who had that morn
ing taken a purfe upon the road. Lord, fays 
the finder, this is cxtrem.ely unfortunate, we 
:fhall certainly be feizcd. Good Sir, replied 
the other, be pleafed not to fay TVe but I: as 
you would not allow me a :fhare in the prize, 
you have no right to make me a partner in the 
punijhment. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E VIII. 

The difcontented Afs. 

I N the depth of winter a poor Afs prayed 
heartily for the fpring, that he might ex

change a cold lodging, and a heartlefs trufs of 
fhaw, for a little warm weather and a mouthful 
of frefh grafs. · In a fhort time, according to 
his wifh, the warm weather, and the fre£h grafs 
came on; but brought with them fo much toil 
and bufinefs, that he was foon as weary of the 
fpring as before of the winter; and he now be
came impatient for the approach of fummer. 
Summer arrives: but the heat, the harvefl-work, 
and other drudgeries and inconveniencies of 
the feafon, fet him as far from happinefs as be
fore; which he now flattered himfelf would be 
found jn the plenty of autumn. But here too 
he is difappointed; for ' ·vhat with the carrying 
of apples, roots fewel for the ·winter, and other 
provifions, he was in autumn more fatigued 
than ever. Having thus trod round the circle 
of the year, in a courfe of refUefs labour, uneafi
nefs and difappointment; and found no feafon, 
nor fiation of life: without its bunnefs and its 

trouble· 
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trouble; he was forced at lafi to acquiefce in the 
cold comfort of winter, where his complaint be
gan: convinced that in this world there is no irue 
lzajJjJinifs. 

F A B L E IX. 

The two SpTings. 

T WO Springs which iffued from the fame 
mountain, began their courfe together: 

one of them_ took her way in a filent and gentle 
1lream, ' 'vhile the other rufhed along with a 
founding and rapid current. Siller, faid the 
latter, at the rate you move, you will probably 
be dried up before you advance much farther: 
whereas, for myfclf, I will venture a '"-ager, that 
within t \'O or three hundred furlongs I fhall 
become navigable~ and after dilhibuting com
merce and wealth wherever I flow, I {hall ma
jefiically proceed to pay my tribute to the ocean: 
fo farewel, dear fifier, and patiently fubmit to 
your fate. Her fifier made no reply; but calm
ly defcending to the meadovvs below, increafed 
her fiream by numberlefs little rills, which fhe 
colleB:ed in her progrefs, till at length fhe "vas 

enabled 
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enabled to rife into a conjiderable river: whilfi the 
proud fl:ream, who had the vanity to depend 
folely on her own fuffi.ciency, continued ajhal
low brook, and was glad at lafi to be helped for~ 
ward, by throwing herfelf into the arms of her 
defpifed fiflcr. 

F A B L E X. 

The Butterfly and the Rofe. 

A Fine powdered Butterfly fell in love with 
a beautifulRofe~ who expanded her charms 

in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon 
adjufied between them, and they mutually vow
ed eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfe(tly fa
tisfied with the fuccefs of his amour~ took a 
tender leave of his mifirefs, and did not return 
again till noon. What! faid the Rofe, \Vhen 
fhe faw him approaching, is the ardent pafiion 
you vowed, fo foon extinguifhed? It is an age 
fince you paid me a vifit. But no wonder; for 
I obferved you courting by turns every flower 
in the garden. You little coquet, replyed the 
Butterfly, it well becomes you truely, to reproach 
me with my gallantries; when in fall: I only co-

py 



M 0 D E R N F A B L E S 77 

py the example which you yourjelj have fet me. 
For, not to mention the fatisfaetion with which 
you admitted the kiiTes of the fragrant zephyr; 
did I not fee you difplaying your charms to the 
bee, the .fly, the wqfp, and in fhort, encouraging 
and receiving the addreiTes of every buzzing 
infeCt: that fluttered within your view? 

If you will be a coquet, you mufl: expel! to 
find me inconfl:ant. 

F A B L E XI. 

The Tortoije and the two Ducks. 

V ANITY and idle curiofity are qualities 
which generally prove defl:ruetive to thofe 

who fuffer themfel ves to be governed by them. 

A Tortoife, weary of palling her days- in the 
fame obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful in
clination to vifit foreign countries. Two Ducks, 
vhom the fimple Tortoife acquainted with her 

intention, undertook to oblige her upon the 
occafion. Accordingly they told her, that if ihc 
v\·ould fafl:en her mouth to the midcllc of a pole, 

they 
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they would take the two ends, and tranfport 
her wherever :fhe chofe to be conveyed. The 
Tortoife approved of the expedient; and every 
thing being prepared, the Ducks began their 
flight with her. They had not travelled far in the 
air, when they were met by a crow, who en
qui ring what theywere bearing along, they re
plyed, the queen of the Tortoifes. The Tortoife, 
vain of the new and unmerited appellation, 
was going to confirm the title, when opening 
her mouth for that purpofe, ilie let go her hold, 
and was da:fhed to pieces by her fall. 

F A B L E XII. 

The Cat and the old Rat. 

A C ertain Cat had made fuch unmerciful ha
voc among the vermin of his neigbour

hood, that not a fmglc Rat or Moufe dared ven
ture to appear abroad. Pufs was foon con,·in
cecl, that if affairs remained in their prefent fl._ 
tuation, he mufi be totally unfupplied with pro
vi lion. After mature deliberation therefore, he 
refolved to have recourfe to fhatagem . For thi .... 
purpofe, he fufpended himfelf from a fhd witl1 

hi 
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his head downwards, pretending to be dead. 
The Rats and Mice obferving him, as they peep
ed from their holes, in this dangling attitude, 
concluded he was hanged for fome mifdemea
nor; and with great joy immediately fallied 
forth in quefl: of their prey. Pufs, as foon as a 
fufficient number were collecred together, quit
ting hold, dropped into the midfl: of them; and 
very few had the fortune to make good their 
retreat. This artifice having fucceeded fo well, 
he was encouraged to try the event of a Jecond. 
Accordingly. he whitened his coat all over, by 
rolling himfelf in a heap of flour, and in this 
difguife lay concealed in the bottom of a meal 
tub. This ilratagem was executed in general 
with the fame effeB: as the former. But an old 
experienced Rat, altogether as cunning as her 
adverfary, was not fo eafily enfnared. I don't 
much like, faid £he, that white heap yonder; 
fomething whifpers me, there is mifchief con
cealed under it. 'Tis true, it may be meal; but 
it may likewife be fomething that I fhall not 
reliil1 quite fo well. There can be no harm, at 
leaH, in keeping at a proper diflance: for caution. 
I am fure, is the parent of Jecurity. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XIII. 

The Country Maid and her ]\![ilk-pail. 

W H E N men fuffer their imaginations to 
amufe them with the prof pea of difiant 

and uncertain improvements of their condition; 
they frequently fufiain real loffes, by their in-
2ttention to thofe affairs in which they are im
mediately concerned. 

A Country Maid was walking very delibe
rately with a pail of milk upon her head, when 
fhe fell into the following train of refleCl..ions. 
The money for which I fhall fell this Milk, will 
enable me to increafe my flock of eggs to three 
hundred. Thefe eggs, allowing for what may 
prove addle, and what may be defuoyed by 
vermin, will produce at leafi two hundred and 
fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to car
ry to market about Chnfbnas, when poultry aL 

ways bear a good price: fo that by :May-day, I 
cannot fail of having money enough to pur
chafe a new govYn. Green-let me confider,
yes, green becomes my complexion bell , and 

green 
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green it fball be. In this drefs I will go to the 
fair~ where all the young fellows will fhive to 
have me for a partner: but I :!hall perhaps re
fufe every one of them~ and with an air of dif
dain tqfs from them-Tranfported with this tri
umphant thought, fhe could not forbear aB:ing 
with her head what thus pafTed in her imaginati
on; ,,vhen down came the Pail of Milk, and all 
her imaginary happinejs vani:fhed in a moment. 

F A B L E XIV. 

The Connor ant and the F!Jhes. 

I T is very imprudent to trull: an enemy~ or 
even a :!hanger, fo far as to put one's felf in 

his power. 

A Cormorant whofe eyes were become fo dim 
by age, that he could not difcern his prey at the 
bottom of the waters, bethought himfelf of a 
:flratagem to fupply his want·s. Hark you, friend, 
faid he to a Gudgeon whom he obferved fwim
ing near the furface of a certain canal, if you 
have any regard for yourfelf or your brethren, 
go this moment and acquain t them from me, 

G tbat 
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that the owner of this piece of water is deter~ 

mined to drag it a week hence. The Gudgeon 

immediately fwam away, and made his report 

of this terrible news to a general aiTembly of the 

Filli; who unanimoufly agreed to fend him back 

as their embaiTador to the Cormorant. The pur

port of his commiffion was to return him their 

thanks for the intelligence; and to add their in

treaties, that, as he had been fo good as to in

form them of their danger, he would be graci

oufly pleafed to put them into a method of ef

caping it. That I will mofi readily, returned the 

artful Cormorant, and aHifi you with my befl: 

fervices into the bargain. You have only to 

colle[t yourfelves together at the top of the 

water, and I will undertake to tranfport you 

one by one to my own n!fidence, by the fide of a 

folitary pool, to which no {:reature but myfelf 

ever found the way. The projeCt: was perfeB:ly 

well approved by the unwary Fifh, and with 

great expedition executed by the deceitful Cor

morant; who having placed them in a fhallow 

water, the bottom of which his eye could cafily 

difcern, they were all devoured by him in their 

turns, as his hunger or ltis luxury required. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XV. 

The Atheifl and the Acorn. 

I T was the fool who faid in his heart, Ther# 

is no God: into the breafi of a wife man, fuch 
a thought could never have entered. One of 
thofe refined Reafoners commonly called l\1i
nute Philofophers, was fitting at his eafe beneath 
the :fhade of a large oak, ,;-vhile at his fide the 

weak branches of a pumpion were trailed upon 
the ground. This put our great logician into 
his old train of reafoning againfl: providence. 

Is j t confifient with common ferife, faid he, that 

infinite wijdom ihould create fo large and fl:ately 
a tree, with branches of fuch jJrodigious flrength, 
to bear fo fmall and infignificant a fruit as an 
acorn? Or that fo weak a fl:em as that of a purn

pion, flwuld be loaded with fo difproportioned 

a "'-eight? A child may fee the abfurdity of it. 
In the midfl of this curious {peculation, down 

dropt an Acorn, from one of the highefi branch

es of the oak, full upon his head. How fmall 

a trifle may overturn the fyfl:cms of mighty jJhi
ltfojJhers! Struck with the accident-, he could noL 

C _ belp 



84 M 0 DE R N FA B L E S. 

help crying out, How providential it is that this 
was not a pumpion! 

F A B L E XVI. 

, The Lynx and the Mole. 

U NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the 
foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his 

teeth, and waiting for his prey; he efpyed a 
Mole, concealed under a hillock of her own 
raifing. Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx, 
how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been 
very unkind, to debar thee from the light of 
the day, which rejoices the whole creation. 
Thou art certainly not above half alive; and 
it would be doing thee a fervice, to put an end 
to fo unanimated a being. I thank you for 
your kindnefs, :t:eplyed the Mole, but I think I 
have full as much vivacity as my fiate and cir
cumfiances require. For the refl:, I am perfeCt
ly well contented with the faculties which] u
piter has allotted me, who I am fure wants not 
our direClion in difiributing his gifts with pTo
priety. I have not, 'tis true, your piercing eyes; 
but I have cars which anfwer all my purpofes· 

full 
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full as well. Hark! for example, I am warned, 
by a noife which I hear behind you, to Hy 
from danger. So faying, he flunk into the 
earth, while a Javelin from the arm of a hunter, 
pierced this quick-fighted Lynx to the heart. 

F . A B L E XVII. 

The SjJider and the Silk-worm. 

r-T H 0 S E arts are moB: valuable, which are 
of greateH ufe. 

A Spider bufied in fpreading his web from 
one fide of the room to the other, was afked by 
an induftrious Silk-worm, to what end he fpent 
fo much time and labour, in making fuch a 
number of lines and circles? The Spider angri
ly replyed, Do not difl:urb me, thou ignorant 
thing: I tranfmit my ingenuity to pojterity, and 

fame is the objeCt: of my wifl1es. J ufi as he had 
fpoken, Sufan the chambennaid, coming· into 
the room to feed her Silk-worms, faw the Spi
der at his ·v•wrk; and with one .fhoke of her 
broom, fwceps him away, and defhoys at once 
his labours, and his hopes ofjame. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XVIII. 

The Bee and the Ely. 

A Bee obferving a Fly frifking about her hive, 
afked him in a very paffionate tone, what 

he did there? Is it for fuch fcoundrels as you~ 
faid :fhe~ to intrude into the company of the 
queens of the air? You have great reafon true
ly~ replyecl the Fly~ to be out of humour: I am 
fure they mufl: be mad, who would have any 
concern with fo quarrelfome a nation. And 
why fo? thou faucy malapert~ returned the en
raged Bee; we have the be:fl: laws, and are go
verned by the befl: policy in the world. We 
feed upon the mofl: fragrant flowers~ and all our 
bufinefs is to make honey: honey~ which equals 
neCl:ar, thou unfavory wretch, who livefl: upon 
nothing but putrefaCl:ion and excrement. We 
live as \Ve can~ rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope, 
is no crime; but paflion is one I am fure. The 
honey you make, is fweet I grant you; but 
your heart is all bitternefs: for to be revenged 
on an enemy, you'll dellroy your own life; 
and are fo inconfiderate in your rage, as to do 
more mifch ief to yourfelf than to your adverf.1.-

r ·. 
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ry. Take my word for it, one had better have 
lifs confiderable talents, and ufe them with rnore 
difcretion. 

F A B L E XIX. 

Gcniw, Virtue, ·and Reputation. 

G ENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three 
great friends, agreed to travel over the 

ifland of Great Britain, to fee whatever might 
be worthy of obfervation. But as fome misfor
tune, faid they, may happen to feparate us; let 
us confider before we fet out, by what means 
we may find each other again. Should it be 
my ill fate, faid Genius, to be fevered from my 
friends, which heaven forbid! you may find 
me kneeling in devotion before the tomb of 
Shakefpear; or rapt in fome grove where Mil
ton talked with angels; or mufing in the grotto 
where Pope caught infpiration. Virtue, with 
a figh, acknowledged, that her friends were not 
very numerous: but were I to lofe you, fhe cry
ed, ·with whom I am. at prefent fo happily uni
ted; I fhould chufe to take fanttuary in the tem
ples of religion, in the palaces of royalty, or in 
the fiately domes of minifiers of fiate: but as it 

G4 may 
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may be my ill fortune to be there denyed admit
tance, enquire for fome cottage where Content
ment has a bower, and there you will ceTtainly 
find me. Ah, my dear friends, faid Reputati
on very. earne:fHy, you I perceive, when miffing, 
may poffibly be recovered; but take care, I in
treat you, always to keep fight of me, for if I 
am once lofl, I am never to be retrieved. 

F A B L E XX. 

The Court of Death. 

D EATH, the king of terrors, on the anni
verfary of his coronation, was determined 

to chufe his prime minifrer. His pale courtiers, 
the ghafrly train of difeafes, were all fummoned 
to attend, and each preferred his claim to the 
honour of this illufhious office. Fever urged 
the numbers he defrroyed; cold Palfy fet forth 
his prelentions, by ibaking all his limbs; and 
Dropfy, by his fwelled unwieldly carcafe. Gout 
hobbled up, and alledged his great power in 
racking every joint; and Afihma ~s inability to 
fpeak, was a firong, tho' filent argument in fa
vour of his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded 
their violence; Plague, his rapid progrefs j n 

rle-
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defl:ruCtion; and confumption, tho' ilow, inufied 
that he was fure. In the midfl: of this conten
tion, the court was difl:urbed with the noife of 
muuc, dancing, feafl:ing, and revelry; when im
mediately entered a lady, with a bold lafcivious 
air, and a flufhed and jovial countenance: £he 
was attended on one hand by a troop of cooks 
and bacchanals; and on the other, by a train 
of wanton youths and damfels, who danced 
half naked to the foftefl: muucal infiruments. 
Her name was Intemperance. She waved her 
hand, and thus addre!fed the crowd of difeafes . 
Give way, ye fickly band of pretenders, nor 
d are to vie with my fuperior merits in the fer
vice of this great monarch. Am not I your 
parent? the author of your beings? Do ye not 
derive your power of fhortening human life, 
almofl: wholly from me? Who then fo fit as I 
myfelf, for this important office? The grifly 
Monarch grinned a fmilc of approbation, placed 
her at his right hand, and £he immediately be
came his jn ime favourite, and jJrincipal minifier. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXI. 

Ind'lJlry and Sloth. 

H 0 vV many live in the world as ufelefs, a~ 
if they had never been born? They pafs 

through life, like a bird through the air, and 
leave no track behind them: wafie the prime of 
their days in deliberating what they !hall do; and 
bring them to a period, without coming to any 
determination. 

An indolent young man, being afked why 
he lay in bed fo long, jocofely and careiefsly an
fwered-Every morning of my life I am hearing 
caufes. I have too fine girls, their names 
are Indufiry and Sloth, clofe at my bed-fide, as 
foon as ever I awake, preffmg their different 
fuits. One intreats me to get up, the other 
perfuades me to lie fiill: and then they alter
nately give me various reafons, why I fhould rife, 
and why I fhould not. Ir: the mean time, as 
it is the duty of an impartial judge to hear all 
that can be faid on either fide; before the plead
ings are m·er, it is time lo go to dinner. 

F BL ' 
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F A B L E XXII. 

The Hare's Ean. 

A N Elk having accidentally gored a Lion, 
the monarch was fo exafperated, that he 

fent forth an edicr, commanding all horned 
beafis on pain of death, to depart his dominions. 
A ·Hare obferving the lliadow of her ears, was 
much alarmed at their long and lofty appear
ance; and running to one of her friends, a~
quainted him. that £he was refolved to quit the 
country. For lliould I happen, faid £he, how
ever undefignedly, to give offence to my fupe
riors, my Ears may be confirued to come with
in the horn-acr. Her friend fmiled at her ap
prehenfions: and afk.ed, how it was poffible that 
ears could be mifiaken for horns? Had I no 
more ears than an ofirich, replyed the Hare, I 
would not trufi them in the hands of an infor
mer: for truth and innocence are arguments of 
little force, againfl: the logic of jJower and malice 
in conjunction. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXIII. 

The Hermit and the Bear. 

A N imprudent friend often does 
mifchief by his too great zeal, as 

enemy could effect by his malice. 

as much 
the worft 

A certain Hermit having done a good office 
to a Bear, the grateful creature was fo fenfible 
of his obligation, that he begged to be admit~ 
ted as the guardian and companion of his foli~ 
tude. The Hermit willing! y accepted his offer; 
and conducting him to his cell, they paifed their 
time together in an amicable manner. One 
very hot day, the Hermit having, laid him down 
to fleep, the officious Bear employed himfelf in 
driving away the flies from his patrons face. But 
in fpite of all his care, one of the flies perpetu
ally returned to the attack, and at lafi fettled 
upon the Hermit's nofe. Now I {hall have you, 
mofi certainly, faid the Bear; and with the beft 
intentions ima?;inable, gave him a violent blow 
on the face; which very effetluall y indeed de
molifhed the fly, but at the fame time moft ter
ribly bruijed his benefactor's features. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXIV. 

The Pcy[enger and the Pilot. 

I T had blown a violent fl:orm at fea, and the 
whole crew of a veiTel were in imminent dan

ger of fhipwreck. After the rolling of the waves 
was fomewhat abated, a certain Paffenger who 
had never been at fea before; obferving the Pi
lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned even 
in their greatefl: danger, had the curioiity to 
afk. him what death his father dyed. What 
death? faid the Pilot; why he peri!hed at fea, 
as my grandfather did before him. And are 
not you afraid of trufiing yourfelf to an element 
that has proved thus fatal to your family? A
fraid! by no means; why, we mufl all dye: is 
not your father dead? Yes, but he dyed in his 
bed. And why then are not you afraid of 
trufling yourfelf to your bed? Becaufe I am 
there perfeCtly fecure. It may be fo, replyed 
the Pilot; but if the hand of providence is e
qually extended over all places, there is no 
more reafon for me to be afraid of going to Jea, 
than for JOU to be afraid of going to bed. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXV. 

The-jJartial Judge. 

A Farmer came to a neighbouring lawyer, ex

preffing great concern for an accident 

which he faid had jufi happened. One of your 

oxen, continued he, has been gored by an un~ 

lucky bull of mine, and I fhould be glad to 

know how I am to make you reparation. Thou 

art a very honefi fellow, replyed the lawyer, and 

wilt not think it unreafonable that I expeCt one 

of thy oxen, in return. It is no more than j uf~ 

tice, quoth the farmer. to be fure; but what did 

I fay?-I mifiake-lt is your bull that has killed 

one of rny oxen. Indeed! fays the lawyer, that 

alters the c.afe: I muft enquire into the affair, 

and if-And if faid the farmer-the bufinefs I 

find would have been concluded without an if; 

had you been as ready to do jufiicc to others, 

?.S to exact it from them. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXVI. 

The Fox that had lofl his Tail. 

A Fox having been unwarily caught in a trap, 
with much firuggling and difficulty, at 

length difengaged himfelf; not however with
out being obliged to leave his tail behind him. 
The joy he felt at his efcape, was fomewhat a
bated when he began to confider the price he 
had paid for it: and he was a good deal morti
fyed by reflell:ing on the ridiculous figure he 
fhould make among his brethren, without a 
Tail. In the agitation of his thoughts upon 
this occafi.on, an expedient occurred to him 
which he refolved to try, in order to remove 
this difgraceful fingularity. With this view he 
affembled his tribe together, and fet forth in a 
moil: elaborate fpeech, how much he had at 
heart whatever tended to the public weal: he 
had often thought, he faid, on the length and 
bufhinefs of their Tails; was verily perfuaded 
that it was much more burthenfome than orna
mental, and rendered them befi.des an eaficr 
prey to their enemies. He earnc.fUy recom
mended it tO them therefore, to difcharge them-

£ lve5 
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felves of fo ifelifs and dangeTous an incumbrance. 

:J\Ify good friend, replyed an old Fox, who had 

lifiencd very attentively to his harangue, we 

are much obliged to you, no doubt, for the 

concern you exprefs upon our account: but pray 

turn about before the company, for I cannot 

for my life help fufpeB:ing, that you would not 

be quite fo follicitous to eafe us of ouT Tails, if 

you had not unluckily lofi you1· own. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Nobleman and his Son. 

A Certain Nobleman, much infeB:ed by fuper

fl:ition, dreamed one night that his only 

Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was 

thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and 

killed upon the fpot. This idle dream made 

fo fl:rong an impreffion upon the weak and cre

dulous father, that he formed a refolution never 

more to fuffer his Son to partake of this his 

favourite diverfion. The next morning that 

the hounds went out, the young man requefied 

permiffion to follow them; but infiead of receiv

ing it~ as ufual, his father acquainted him with 

his dream, and peremptorily enjoyned him to 
forbear 
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forbear the fport. The youth, greatly mortify
ed at this unexpeB:ed refufal~ left the room 
much difconcerted, and it was with fame diffi
culty that he refirained his paffion from inde
cently breaking out in h.is father's prefence. 
But upon his return to his own apartment, paff
ing thro, a gallery of pictures~ in which was a 
piece reprefenting a company of gypfies telling 
a country girl her fortune-'Tis owing, faid 
he, to a ridiculous fuperfl:ition of the fame 
kind with that of this fimple wench, that I am 
debarred from one of the principal pleafures of 
my life: at the fame time, with great emotion 
{hiking his hand againfi the canvas, a rufiy old 
nail behind the picture ran far into his wriH. 
The pain and anguiih of the wound threw the 
youth into a violent fever, which proved too 
powerful for the :fkill of the phyficians, and in 
a few days put an end to his life: illufirating an 
obfervation, that an over cautious attention to 
avoid evils, often brings them upon us; and that 
we frequently run headlong into misfm·tunes, by 
the very means we purfue to avoid them. 

H FABLE 
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Fi\.BLE XXVIII. 

Jupiter and the Herdfmau. 

AHerdfman miffed a young heifer out of hrs 

grounds, and, after having diligently fought 

for it in vain, when he could by no other means 

gain intelligence of it, betook himfelf at lafi to 

his prayers. Great Jupiter, faid he, fhew me 

but the villain who has done me this injury, 

and I will give thee in facrifice the finefi kid 

from my flock. He had no fo<::mer uttered his 

petition, than turning the corner of a wood, 

he was firuck with the fight of a monfirous 

lion, preying on the carcafe of his heifer. 

Tremblin g and pale, 0 Jupiter, cryed he, I of

fered thee a kid if thou would'fi grant my peti

tion: I now offer thee a bull if thou wilt deliver 

me from the corifequence of it. 

FABLE 



M-0 DE R N FA B L E S. 99 

F A B L E XXIX. 

The Eagle and the Owl. 

A N Eagle and an Owl having entered into 
a league of mutual amity; one of the ar

ticles of their treaty was, that the former fhould 
not prey upon the younglings of the latter. 
But tell me, faid the Owl, fhould you know 
my little ones if you were to fee them? Indeed 
I fhould not, replyed the eagle; but if you de
fcribc them tQ me, it will be fufiicient. You 
are to obferve then, returned the Owl, in the 
firfl: place, that the charming creatures are per
feB:ly well fhaped; in the next, that there is a 
remarkable fweetnefs and vivacity in their coun
tenances; and then there is fomething in their 
voices fo peculiarly rnelodious-'Tis enough, 
interrupted the Eagle; by thefe marks I can
not fail of difl:ingui{hing them: and you may 
depend upon their never receiving any injury 
from me. It happened not long afterwards, 
as the Eagle was upon the wing in quefl: of his 
prey, that he difcovered arnidfl: the ruins of 
an old cafl:le, a nefl: of grim-faced, ugly birds, 
vvith gloomy countenances, and a voice like 

H ~ that 
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that of the furies. Thefe undoubtedly, faid 
he, cannot be the offspring of my friend, and 
fo I fhall venture to make free with them. He 
had fcarce fini:fhed his repafi and departed, 
when the Owl returned; who :finding nothing 
of her brood rem.aining but the mangled car
cafes, broke out into the mofi bitter excla
mations again:fl: the cruel and perfidious :m
thor of her calamity . A neighbouring bat, 
who over-heard her lamentations, and had been 
witnefs to what had paired between her and the 
Eagle, very gravely told her1 that fhe had no 
body to blame for this misfortune but herfelf: 
whofe blind prejudices in favour of her children 
had prompted her to give fuch a defcription of 
them as did not refemble them in any one lin
gle feature or quality. 

Parents :fhould very carefully guard againft 
that weak partiality towards their children, 
which renders them blind to their failings and 

imperfe[tions: as no difpofition is more likely 
to prove prejudicial to thejr future welfare. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXX. 

The Plague among the Beafls. 

A 1\tiortal difiemper .once raged amon.g the 
beafl:s, and fwept away pr.odigious num

bers. After it had continued fome time with
out abatement, it was concluded in an affembly 
of the brute creation to be a judgment inflicted 
upon themfor their fins, and a day was appoint
ed for a general confeffion; '"'hen it was agreed., 
that he who appeared to be the greateR: finner, 
:fhould fuffer death, as an atonement for the refi. 
The Fox was appointed father confdior upon 
the occalion; and the lion with great generality 
condefcended to be the E.r:G: in making public 
confeffion. For my part, faid he, I muH own 
I have been an enormous offender; I have kill
ed many innocent jheep in my time; nay once, 
but it was a cafe of neceffity, I made a meal of 
thejhepherd. The Fox, with much gravity, ac
knowledged that thefe in any other than the 
King would have been inexpiable crimes; but that 
his majefl:y had certainly a right to a few filly 
fheep, nay, and to the fhepherd too, in a cafe 
of neceffity. The judgment of the Fox was 

H3 a~ 
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applauded by all the fuperior favages; and the 

Tyger, the Leopard, the Bear, and the Wolf, 

made confe:ffion of many enormities of the like 

fanguinary nature: which were all palliated or 

excufed with the fame lenity and rnercy; and 

their crimes accounted fo venial as fcarce to de

ferve the name of offences. At lafi:, a poor pe

nitent Afs, with great contrition acknowledged, 

that once going thro' the parfon's meadow, be

:ing very hungry, and tempted by the fweetnefs 

of the grafs, he had cropt a little of it, not 

more however in quantity than the tip of his 

tongue: he was very forry for the mi£demean

our, and hoped-Hope! exclaimed the Fox with 

fingular zeal, what canfi thou hope for, after 

the commiffion of fo heinous a crime? What! 

eat the parfon's grafs! 0 facrilege! This, this 

is the flagrant wickednefs, my brethren, which 

has drawn the wrath of heaven upon our heads; 

and this the notorious offender, whofe death 

mufi make atonement for all our tranfgreffions. 

So faying, he ordered his entrails for facrifice, 

and the refi of the beafis went to dinner upon 

his carcafe. 

FAB LE 
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F A B L E XXXI. 

The Cat, the Cock, and the young Mmife. 

A Young Moufe, who had feen very little of 
the world, came running one day to his 

mother in great ha:fle--0 n1other, faid he, I 
am frighted almo:fl to death! I have feen the 
moH: extraordinary creature that ever was. He 
has a fierce angry look, and !huts about upon 
two legs. A firange pi-ece of Hefh grows on 
his head, and another under his throat, as red 
as bloocL He Happed his arms againfi his fide s, 
as if he intended to rife into the air; and Hretch
ing out his head, he opened a !harp-pointed 
mouth fo wide, that I thought he was preparing 
to fwallow me up: then he roared at me fo hor
ribly, that I trembled every joint, and was glad 
to run home as fail: as I could. If I had not 
been frighted away by this terrible monH:er, I 
was ju:fl going to fcrape acquaintance with the 
prettiefi creature you ever faw. She had a foft 
furr :fkin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully 
flreaked with black and grey; with a modeH: 
look., and a demeanour fo humble and courte
ous., tlu.t m.ethought I could have fallen in love 

H 4 with 



104 M 0 DE R N FA B L .E S. 

·with her. Then Ihe had a fine long tail, which 
fhe waved about fo prettily, and looked fo ear
ne:fHy at me, that I do believe fhe was jufi going 
to fpeak to me, when the horrid monHer fright
ed me away. Ah, my dear child, faid the mo
ther; you have indeed efcaped being devoured, 
but not by that monfl:er you was fo much afraid 
of: which in truth was only a bird, and would 
have done you no manner of harm. Whereas 
the fweet creature, of whom you feem fo fond, 
was no other than a Cat; who, under that hy
pocTitical countenance, conceals the moLl invete
rate hatred to all our race, and fubfifis entirely 
by devouring Mice. Learn from this incident, 
my dear, neverwhilfl: you live to rely on outward 
appearances. 

F A B L E XXXII. 

The Farmer and his Dog. 

A Farmer who had jufi fl:epped into his field 
to mend a gap in one of his fences, found 

at his return, the cradle where he had left his 
only child afleep, turned upfide down, the 
cloaths all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying 
near it befmeared alfo with blood. Immedi-

ately 
J 
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ately conceiving that the creature had dellroyed 
his child, he inHantly dallied out his brains 
,.vith the hatchet in his hand: -.;vhen turning up 
the cradle, he found his child unhurt, and an 
enormous ferpent lying dead on the floor, kill
ed by that faithful Dog, whofe courage and 
fidelity ir1 preferving the life of his fon, de
ferved another kind of reward. Thefe affe[ting 
circumfl:ances afforded him a ihik.ing leffon, 
how dangerous it is too hajtily to give way to 
the blind impulfe of ajudden pajfion. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 

T'he Gnat and the Bee. 

A Gnat half fiarved with cold and pinched 
with hunger, came early one morning to a 

Bee-hive, begged the relief of charity, and of
fered to teach mufic in the family. on the hum
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee re
ceived her petitioner vvith . a· cold civility, and 
defired to be excufed. I bring up all my chil
dren, faid ibe., to my Oi<\'n ufeful trade, that 
they may be able 1vhen they grow up, to get 
an honefi livelihood by their indufiry. Be
fides, how do you think I could be fo impru-

dent 
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dent as to teach them an art, which I fee has 

reduced its profeffor to indigence and beggary? 

F A B L E XXXIV. 

T ke Owl and the Eagle. 

AN Owl fat blinking in the trunk of a hoi~ 

low tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of 

the fun. What is the ufe of its beams, faid fhe, 

but to dazzle ones eyes fo that one cannot fee 

a moufe. For my part, I am at a lofs to con

ceive for what purpofe fo glaring an objeCt was 

created. We had certainly been much better 

without it. 0 fool! replyed an Eagle perched 

on a branch of the fame tree, to rail at excel

lence which thou canfl: not tafl:e; and not to 

perceive that the fault is not in the fun, but 

in thyfelf. All, 'tis true, have not faculties to 

underfl:and, or powers to enjoy the benefit of 

it: but mufl: the bufinifs and the pleojures of the 

world be obfl:ruCl:ed, that an Owl may catch 
;z ia? 

-FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXV. 

The fick Lion, the Fox, and the "W~olf. 

A Lion, having furfeited himfelf with feail:ing 
too luxurioufl y on the carcafe of a wild 

boar, was feized with a violent and dangerous 
diforder. The beail:s of the foreil: flocked in 
great nun1.bers to pay their refpe[ts to him upon 
the occafion, and fcarce one was abfent except 
the Fox. The vVolf, an ill-natured and mali
cious beaH:, feized this opportunity to accufe the 
Fox of pride, ingratitude, and difaffellion to his 
majefiy. In the midfi of his invellive, the Fox 
entered; ·vvho having heard part of the Wolf's 
accufation, and obfcrving the Lion's counte
nance to be kindling into wrath, thus adroitly 
excufed himfelf, and retorted upon his accufer. 
With a tone of zealous loyalty he addreffed the 
aifembly thus: May the king live for ever! then 
turning to the Lion-1 fee many here, who 
with mere lip-fervice have pretended to fhew 
you their loyalty: but for my part, from the 
moment I heard of your maje1ly's illnefs, neg
lecting ufelefs compliments, I employed myfelf 
day and night to enquire among the mofl: 

]earned 



108 M 0 D E R N FA B L E S. 

learned phyu~ians, an infallible remedy for your 
difeafe, and have at length happily been inform
ed of one. It is a plaiR:er made from part of 
the Ikin of a Wolf, taken warm from his back, 
and laid to your majeH:y' s fiomach. This re
medy was no fooner propofed, than it was de
termined that the experiment fhould be tryed: 
and whilfi the operation was performing; the 
Fox, with a farcafiic fmile, whifpered this ufe
ful maxim in the Wolfs ear--If you would 
be jaje from harm yourfelfi learn for the future not 
to m,editate mijchief againjt others. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 

The Blind Man and the Lame. 

'TIS from our wants and infirmities that 
almofi all the connections of fociety take 

their rife. 

A Blind :Man being flopped in a bad p1cce 
of road, meets with a Lame Man, and intreats 
him to gujde him through the difficulty he was 
got into. How can I do that, replyed the Lame 
Man, fince I am fcarce able to drag myfelf a
long? but as you appear to be very ihong, jf 

you 
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you will carry me, we will feek our fortunes 
together. It will then be my intereft to warn 
you of any thing that may obfirucr your way: 
your feet fhall be my feet, and my eyes yours. 
With all my heart, returned the Blind Man; 
let us render each other our mutual fervices. 
So taking his lame companion on his back, 
they by means of their union travelled on with 
fafety and pleafure. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 

The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox. 

T HE tyrant of the forefi iffued a procla}Ila· 
tion, commanding all his fubjeB:s to re

pair immediately to his royal den. Among the 
refl:, the Bear made his appearance: but pre
tending to be offended with the fieams which 
iffued from the monarch's apartments, he was 
imprudent enough to hold his nqfe in his maje
fiy' s prefence. This infolence was fo highly 
refented, that the Lion in a rage laid him dead 
at his feet. The l.VIonkey obferving what had 
paffed, trembled for his carcafe; and attempted 
to conciliate favour by the moH: abject flattery. 
He began with protefiing, that for his part, he 

thought 
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thought the apartments were perfumed with 
Arabian fpices; and exclaiming again!l: the 
rudenefs of the Bear, admired the beauty of his 
majeHy' s paws, fo hajJ pity formed, he faid, to 
correct the infolence of clowns. This fulfome 
adulation, inflead of being received as he ex
pected, proved no lefs offenfive than the rude
nefs of the Bear: and the courtly Monkey was 
in like manner extended by the fide of Sir Bruin. 
And now his majefly cafl his eye upon the Fox. 
Well, Reynard, faid he, and what fcent do you 
difcover here? Great prince, replyed the cauti
ous Fox, my nrfe was never efieemed my mofi 
di.flinguijting Jenfe: and at prefent I would by no 
means venture to give my · opinion, as I have 
unfortunately got a terrible cold. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 

The Owl and the Nightingale. 

A Formal folemn Owl had many years made 
his habitation in a grove amongft the 

ruins of an old monafiery, and had pored fo 
often on fome mouldy manufcripts, the fiupi<..l 
relicks of a monkifh library, that he grew in
felted with the pride and pedantry of the place; 

and 
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and mifraking gravity for wifdom, would fit 
whole days with his eyes half !hut, fancying 
himfelf profoundly learned. It happened as 
he fat one evening~ half buried in meditation, 
and half in fleep, that a Nightingale, unluckily 
perching near him, began her melodious lays. 
He :fi:arted from his reverie, and with a horrid 
fcreech interrupting her fong-Be gone, cryed 
he, thou impertinent minfrrel, nor difiract with 
noify diffonance my fublime contemplations; 
and know, vain fong:fi:er, that harmony confifis 
in truth alone, which is gained by laborious 
:fi:udy; and not in langui1hing notes, fit only 
to footh the ear of a love-fick maid. Conceit
ed pedant! returned the Nightingale, whofe 
wifdom lies only in the feathers that muffie up 
thy unmeaning face; mufic is a natural and ra
tional entertainment, aud though not adapted 
to the ears of an Owl, has ever been reliihed 
and admired by all who are poffeffed of true 
tafl:e and elegance. 

F A BLE 
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F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Caterpillar. 

A S a Caterpillar was creeping very flowly 
along one of the allies of a beautiful gar

den~ he was met by a pert lively Ant, who, 

toiling up her head with a fcornful air, cryed, 

prithee get out of the way, thou poor creeping 

animal, and do not prefume to obfiruB: the 

paths of thy fuperiors, by crawling along the 

road, and befmearing the walks approprjated 

to their footfieps. Poor creature! thou lookeR: 

like a thing half made, which nature not liking 

threw by unfinifhed. I could almofi pity 

thee, methinks; but it is beneath one of my 

quality to talk to fuch little mean creatures as 

thee: and fo, poor creeping wretch, adieu. 

The humble Caterpillar, firuck dumb with 

this difdainfullanguage, retired, went to work, 

wound himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the 

appointed time came out a beautiful butterfly. 

Jufi as he was iifuing forth, he obferved the 

fcornful Ant palling by. Stop a moment, ma

dam, faid he, ancl lifien to what I fhall fay. 
Let 
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' Let me advife you never to defpije any one for 

his condition, as there are none fo mean but they 
may one day change their fortune. You behold 
me now exalted in the air, whereas you muft 
creep as long as you live. 

F A B L E XL. 

The two Fo:xes. 

T W 0 Foxes formed a fhatagem to enter a 
hen-roof!; which having fuccefsfully eK

ecuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the 
chickens, they began to feed upon them with 
fingular fatisfaB:ion. One of the Foxes, who 
was young and inconfiderate, was for devou.ring 
them all upon the ]pot: the other, who was old 
and covetous, propofed the referving forne of 
them for another time. c.c. For experience, child, 
faid he, has made me wife, and I have feen ma
ny unexpeCted ev--nts i!nce I came into the 
world. Let us provide, therefore, againfi '":hat 
may happen, and not confume all our :H:ore 
at one meal." '" All this is wondrous wife, 
replyed the young Fox; but for my part, I am 
rerolved not to flir till I have eaten as much as 
vvill ferve me a whole week: for who ·would be 

I lnad 
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mad enough to return hither? when it is cer

tain the owner of thefe fowls will watch for us, 

and if he fhould catch us, would infallibly put 

us to death." After this fhort difcourfe, each 

purfued his own fcheme: the young Fox eat 

till he burfl: himfelf, and had fcarcely fl:rength 

to reach his hole before he dyed. The old one, 

who thought it much better to deny his appe

tite for the prefent, and lay up provifion for 

the future, returned the next day, and was kill

ed by the Farmer. Thus every age has its peculi

ar vice: the young fuffer by their infatiable 

thirfl: after pleajure; and the old by their incorri

gible and inordinate avarice. 

F A B L E XLI. 

The conceited Owl. 

A Young Owl having accidentally feen him

felf in a cryfl:al fountain, conceived the 

highefl: opinion of his perfonal perfell:ons. 'Tis 

time, faid he, that Hymen fhould give me chil

dren as beautiful as myfelf, to be the glory of 

the night, and the ornament of our groves. 

What pity would it be, if the race of the mofl: 
ac-
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accomplifhed of birds fhould be extinB: for my 
want of a mate! Happy the female who is deftin
ed to fpend her life with me! Full of thefe [elf
approving thoughts, he intreated the crow to 
propofe a match between him and the royal 
daughter of the eagle. Do you imagine, faid 
the crow, that the noble eagle, whofe pTide it 
is to gaze on the brighefi of the heavenly lumi
naries, will confent to marry his daughter to 
you, who cannot fo much as ojJen your eyes whilft: 
it is day light? But the felf-conceited Owl was 
deaf to all that his friend could urge; who ·after 
much perfuafion, was at length prevailed upon 
to undertake the commiflion. His propofal was 
received in the manner that might be expctled: 
the king of birds laughed him to fcorn. How
ever, being a monarch of fome humour, he or
dered him to acquaint the Owl, that if he 
would meet him the next morning at fun-rife 
in the middle of the fky, he would confent to 
give him his daughter in marriage. The pre
fumptuous Owl undertook to perform the con
dition; but being dazzled with the fun, and 
his head growing giddy, he fell from his height 
upon a rock; from whence being purfued by a 
flight of birds, he was glad at lafi: to make his 
efcape into the hollow of an old oak; where he 

I ~ paired 
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paifed the remainder of his days in that obfcu

ri~y for which nature deiigned him. 

F A B L E XLII. 

Th.e Fox. and the Cat. 

N 0 THING is more common than fo:r 

men to condemn the very fame aCtions in 

others, which they praB:ice themfelves when

ever occafion offers. 

A Fox and a Cat having made a party to tra

vel together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their 

journey by a variety of philofophical converfa

tions. Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed 

Reyn ard, mercy is fure the noblefl:! What fay 

you, my fage friend, is it not fo? Undoubtedly, 

replyed the Cat, with a mofl: demure counte

nance; nothing is more becoming, in a creature 

of any fenfibilit y, than a compaffionate difpofi

tion. While they were thus moralizing, and 

mutually complimenting each od1er on the 

wifdom of their refpeB:ive refle8.ions; a wolf 

darted out from a wood upon a flock of fheep 

which were feeding in an adjacent meadow, and 
without 
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witho-qt being in the leaR: affeB:ed by the movin{i 
lamentations of a poor lamb, devoured it before 
their eyes. HoTrible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat; 
why does he not feed on vermin, inflead of ma
king his . barbarous meals on fuch innocent crea-
-tures? Reynard agreed with his friend in the 
.obfervation: to which he added feveral very 
pathetic remarks ·on the odioufnefs of a Jan
guinary temper. Their indignation was rifing in 
its warmth and zeal, when they arrived at a lit
tle cottage by the way fide; where the tender-

.hearted Reynard immediately cafl: his eye upon 
a fine cock that was fhutting about in the yard. 
·And now adieu, moralizing: he leaped over th'e 
pales, and without any fort of fcruple demo
lifhed his prize in an infl:an t. In the mean 
while, a plump moufe which ran out of the fl:a
ble, totally put to flight our Cat's philofophy, 
who fell to the repafl: without the leafl: comm1~ 
fer.ation. 

I , 
J FABLE 
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F A B L E XLIII. 

The two Horjes. 

T W 0 Horfes were travelling the road to
gether; one loaded with a fack of flour, 

the other with a fum of money. The latter, 
proud of his fplendid burthen, toffed his head 

with an air of confcious fuperiority, and every 

now and then caR: a look of contempt upon 

his humble companion. In paffing thro' a 

wood> they were met by a gang of Highway
men, who immediately feized upon the Horfe 
that was carrying the treafure: but the fpirited 

fl:eed, not being altogether difpofed to fland fo 

quietly as was neceffary for their purpofe, they 

beat him moll unmercifully; and after plunder

ing him of his boafl:ed load, left him to lament 

at his leifure the cruel bruifes he had received. 

Friend, faid his defpifed companion to him, who 
had now reafon to triumph in his turn, diflin

guifhed pofts are often dangerous to thofe who 

poffefs them: if you hadjeTved a miller, as I do, 
you might have travelled the road unmolejled. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XLIV. 

The Dove and the Ant. 

W E fhould always be ready to do good of
fices, even to the meaneR: of our fellow 

creatures; as there is no one to whofe affiftance 
we n1ay not, upon fome occafion or other, be 
greatly indebted. 

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a ri
vulet, when an Ant, who '\'vaS at the fame time 
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the 
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obfer
ving the helplefs infeB: il:ruggling in vain to 
reach the :Chore, was touched with cornpaffion; 
and plucking a blade of grafs, dropped it into 
the il:ream; by means of which the poor Ant, 
like a fhip-wrecked fail or upon a plank, got fafe 
to land. She had fcarcely arrived there, when . 
fhe perceived a fowler jufi going to difcharge 
his piece at her deliverer: upon which fhe in
fl:antly crept up his foot and :G:ung him on the 
ankle. The fportfman fiarting, occafioned a rufi
ling am.ong the boughs, ,,vhich alarmed the 
Dove., who immediately fprung up, and by 

I 4 that 
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that means efcaped the danger with which !he 

was threatened. 

F A B L E XLV. 

The Panot. 

A Certain widower, in order to amufe his 

folitary hours, and in fome meafure fup

pl y the C onverfation of his departed he] pmate 

of loquaciou~ memory, d~termined to purchafe 

a Parrot. With this view he applyed to a dealer 

in birds, who .!hewed him a large collection of 

Parrots of various kinds. Whilil they were ex· 

ercifing their talkative talents before him, one 

repeating the cries of the town, another afking 

for a cup of fack, and a third bawling out for a 

coach, he obferved a green Parrot, perched in 

a thoughtful manner at a di:flanCe upon the foot 

of a table: and fo you, my grave gentleman, 

faid he, are quite filent. To which the Parrot 

replyecl, like a philofophical bird " I think the 

more." Pleafed with this fenfible anf'Aer, our 

v.·idovvcr immediately paid down his price, and 

took home the bird; conceiving great thipgs 

from a creature. who had given fo {hiking a 
fpecimen 
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fpecimen of his parts. But after having in
Hructed him during a '"hole month~ he found 
to his great difappointment, that he could get 
nothing more from him than the fatiguing re
petition of the fame dull fentence, u I think 
the more." I find, faid he in great wrath, that 
thou art a moH invincible fool: and ten times 
more a fool was I, for having formed a favour
able opinion of thy abilities upon no better 
foundation than an qfficted Jolentnity. 

F A B L E XLVI. 

The Cat and the Bat. 

A Cat having devoured her maHer's favourite 
bullfinch, over-heard him threatening to 

put her to death the moment he could find her. 
In this difl:refs fhe preferred a prayer to Jupiter; 
vowing, if he would deliver her from her pre
fent danger, that never while il1e lived '''muld 
fhe eat another bird. Not long afterwards a 
bat mofi invitingly flew into the room where 
pufs was purring in the window. The quefiion 
·was, how to act upon fo temping an occauon? 
Her appetite pre!fed hard on one tide; and 

h er 
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her vow threw fome fcruples in her w~·/ vn 

the other. At length :fhe hit upon a 1_1o .. t con

venient difl:inction to remove all difficulties, 

by determining that as a bird indeed it was un

lawful prize, but as a mouje :fhe might very 

confcientiouily eat it; and accordingly without 

further debate fell to the repafi. 

Thus it is that men are apt to imjJofe upon 

themfelves by vain and groundlefs dilhnctions, 

when conjcience and princi..~.hle are at variance with 

interefl and inclination. 

F A B L E XLVII. 

The two Lizzards. 

A S two Lizzards were bafk.ing under a fouth 

wall, how contemptible, faid one of them, 

is our condition! We exi£1:, 'tis true, but that 

IS all; for we hold no fort of rank in the crea

tion, and are utterly unnoticed by the ·world. 

Curfed obfcurity! Why was I not rather born 

a fiag, to range at large, the pride and glory 

of fome royal forefi? It happened that in the 

midfl: ofthcfe unjufimurmurs, a p:t.ck of hounds 
was 
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was heard in full cry after the very creature he 
was envying, who being quite fpent -vvith the 
ch~ce, was torn in pieces by the dogs in :fight 
of our two Lizzards. And is this the lordly 
R:ag, whofe place in the creation you wi:fhed to 
hold? replyed the wifer Lizzard to his com
plaining friend: let his fad fate teach you to 
blefs providence for placing you in that hum
bler .fituation, which, fecures you from the dangers 
of a more elevated rank. 

F A B L E XLVIII. 

Jupiter's Lottery. 

J UPITER, in order to pleafe mankind , 
directed Mercury to give notice that he had 

eftabliil1ed a Lottery, in which there v\"ere no 
blanks: and that amongi1 a variety of other 
valuable chances, wifdom was the highefi prjze. 
It was Jupiter's command that in this Lottery 
fome of the gods il1ould alfo become adven
turers. The tickets being difpofed of, and the 
wheels placed, .Mercury was employed to prefide 
at the dr~wing. It happened tbat the bell: prize 
fell to Minerva: upon which a general murmur 

ran 
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ran thro' the a_ffembly, and hints were thrown 

out that Jupiter had ufed fome unfair praCl:ices 

to fecure this de!irable lot to his daughter. Ju

piter, that he might at once both punijh and 

jiLence thefe impious clamours of the human 

race, prefented them with jolly in the place 

of wifdorn; with which they went away perfeCl:

ly well contented: and from that time the 

great1ffools have always looked upon themfelves 

as the wifefl men. 

F A B L E XLIX. 

The litigious Cats. 

T vV 0 Cats having fl:olen fome cheefe, could 

not agree about dividing their prize. In 

order therefore to fettle the difpute, they con

fented t-o refer the matter to a Monkey. The 

propofed arbitrator very readily accepted the 

office, and producing a ballance, put a part into 

each fcale. '' Let me fee-(faid he) ay- this 

lump outweighs the other:" and immediately 

bit off a confiderable piece in order to reduce 

it, he obferved, to an equilibrium. The oppo

fite fc ale was now become the heaviefi; which 
afforded 
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afforded our confcientious judge an additional 
reafon for a fecond mouthful. Hold, hold, faid 
the two Cats, who began to be alarmed for the 
event,-give us our refpeLtive !hares and we 
are fatisfyed. If you are fatisfyed, returned the 
Monkey, juflice is not: a cafe of this intricate 
nature is by no meansfofoon determined. Up
on which he continued to nibble firfi: one piece 
and then the other, till the poor Cats feeing 
their cheefe gradually dimini:fhing, intreated 
him to give himfelf no farther trouble, but to 
deliver to them what remained. Not fo fafi: I 
befeech ye friends, replyed the Monkey; we 
owe jufi:ice to ourfelves as well as to you: what 
remains is due to me in right of my office. Up
on which, he fluffed the whole into his mouth., 
and with great gravity difmiffed the court. 

FABLE L 

The two Dogs. 

H A STY and incon{iderate connexions are 
generally attended with great difadvan

tages: and much of every man's good or ill for
tune depends upon the choice he makes of his 
friends. 

A good 



r26 M 0 DE R N FABLES. 

A good-natured fpaniel overtook a furly maf
tiff, as he was travelling upon the high road. 
Tray, altho' an intire !hanger to Tyger, very 
civilly accofl:ed him: and if it would be no in
terruption, he faid, he fhould be glad to bear 
him company on his way. Tyger, who hap
pened not to be altogether in fo growling a 
mood as ufual, accepted the propofal: and they 
very amicably purfued their journey together. 
In the midfl: of their converfation they arrived 
at the next village; where Tyger began to dif
play his malignant difpofition, by an unpro
voked attack upon every dog he met. The 
villagers immediately fallied forth with great 
indignation to refcue their refpetli ve favourites; 
and falling upon our two friends without dif
tintlion or mercy, poor Tray was moil: cruelly 
treated, for no other reafon but from being 
found in bad company. 

F A B L E LI. 

Death and CujJid. 

JUPITER fent forth Death ·and Cupid to 
travel round the world, giving each of them 

a bo "'' in his hand, and a quiver of arrovrs at 
his 
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his back. It was ordered by the difpofer of hu
man affairs, that the arrows of Love fhould only 
wound the young, in order to fupply the decays 
of mortal men; and thofe of Death were to ihike 
old age, and free the world from a ufelefs charge. 
Our travellers being one day extremely fatigued 
with their journey, refl:ed themfelves under the 
covert of a wood, and throwing down their 
arrows in a promifcuous manner before them, 
they both fell fafl: afieep. They had not repofed 
themfelves long, before they were awakened by 
a fudden noife; when hafiily gathering up their 
arms, each in the confufion took by mifl:ake 
fome of the darts that belonged to the other. 
By this means, it frequently happened that Death 
vanquifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the 
old. Jupiter obferved the error, but did not 
think proper to redrefs it; forefeeing that fome 
good might arife from their unlucky exchange. 
And in fact, if men were wife, they would learn 
from this mifl:ake to be apprehenfive of death in 
their youth, and to guard againfi the amorous 
pajfions in their old age. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E LII. 

The Mock-Bird. 

T HERE is a certain bird in the Weft-In

dies, which has the faculty of mimicking 

the notes of every other fongfter, without being 

able himfelf to add any original frrains to the 

concert. As one of thefe Mock-birds was dif

playing his t:ilent of ridicule among the branches 

of a venerable wood: 'Tis very well, faid a little. 

fongHer, fpeaking in the name of all the refr; 

we grant you that ouT mufic is not without its 

faults: but why will you not favour us with a 

firain of your own? 

FABLE 
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F A B L E LIII. 

The Spetiacles. 

H 0 W firangely all mankind differ in their 
opinions ! and how fhongly each is at

tached to his own ! 

Jupiter one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl 
of nectar, and in a merry humour, determined 
to make mankind a prefent. Momus was ap
pointed to convey it to them; who, mounted on 
a rapid car, was prefently on earth. Come hi
ther, fays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter 
has opened for your benefit his all-gracious 
hands. 'Tis true, he made you fomewhat fhort
fighted, but to rem.edy that in con veniencc, be
hold how he has favoured you~ So faying, he 
unloofed his portmanteau, ·when an inil.nite 
number of Spectacles tumbled OEt, and were 
picked up by the cro·wd with all the eagernefs 
imaginJ.ble. There ·was enoi · for all, every man 
had his pair. But it was foon found that thefe 
Spectacles did not reprefent objects to all man
kind alike: for one pair was purple. another blue;. 
one ·was white, and another black: fome of the 

K gldfe. 
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glaffes were red, [orne green, and forne yellow. In 
fhort, there were of all manner of colours, and 
every £hade of colour. However, notwithfiand
ing this diverfity, every_rnan was oharrned with 
his own, as believing it the befi, and enjoyed 
in opinion, all the fatisfatlion of truth. 

FABLES. 
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FABLE I. 

The Red-breafl and the Sparrow. 

A S a Red-breaft was tinging on a tree by the 
fide of a rural cottage, a fparrow perched up

on the thatch took occa{ion thus to reprimand 
him. And dofi thou, faid he, with thy dull autum
nal note, prefume to emulate the Birds qfSpTing? 
Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the 
f prightly accents of the Thrufh and the Black
bird? With the various melody of the Lark or 
Nightingale? Whom other birds, far thy fuperi
ors, have been long content to admire in filence. 
Judge with candour at leaft, replyed the Robin; 
nor impute thofe efforts to ambition folely, which 
may fometimes flow from the Love of art. I re\-e-

rence 
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renee indeed, but by no means envy, the birds 

whofe fame has flood the tefi of ages. Their 

fongs have charmed both hill and dale; but their 

feafon is paft, and their throats are fi.lent. I 

feel not, however, the ambition to furpafs or 

equal them: my efforts are of a much humbler 

nature; and I may furely hope for pardon, while 

I endeavour to chear thefe forfaken valleys, by 

an attempt to imitate the fir aim I love. 

F A B L E II. 

The two Bees. 

0 N a fine morning in may, two bees fet for

ward in quefi of honey; the one wife and 

temperate, the other carelefs and extravagant. 

They foon arrived at a garden enriched with a

romatic herbs; the mofi fragrant flowers, and 

the mofi delicious fruits. They regaled them

felves for a time on the various dainties that 

were fpread before them: the one loading his 

thigh at intervals with provifions for the hive 

againfi the dillant winter; the other, revelling in 

fweets without regard to any thing but his pre

fent gratification. At length they found a wide 

mouthed phial, that hung beneath the bough 
of 
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of a peach tree, filled with honey ready temper
ed, and expofed to their tafl:e in the mofl: allu
ring manner. The thoughtlefs epicure, fpite of 
all his friend's remonftrances, plunged head
long into the veiTel, refolving to indulge himfelf 
in all the pleafures of fenfuality. The Philqfo
pher~ on the other hand, tipped a little with cau
tion, but being fufpicious of danger, flew off 
to fruits and flowers; where by the moderation 
of his meals, he improved his relifh for the true 
enjoyment of thep1. In the evening, however, 
he called upon his friend, to enquire whether 
he would return to the hive; but found him 
furfeited in fweets, which he was as unable to 
leave, as to endoY'· Clogged in his wings, en
feebled in his feet, and his whole frame totally 
enervated, he was but jufl: able to bid his friend 
:adieu, and to larnent with his latefl: breath, that 
though a taile of pleafure might quicken the 
relifh of life, an unrefhained indulgence is in
evitable deftrullion. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E III. 

The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

A Diamond happened to fall from the jolitaire 

of a young lady as fhe was walking one 

evening on a terrace in her garden. A Glow

worm who had beheld it fparkle in its defcent, 

foon as the gloom of night had eclipfed its 

lufl:re, began to mock and to infult it. Art 

thou that wonderous thing that vaunteH: of 

fuch prodigious brightncfs? Where now is all 

thy boafied brilliancy? Alas, in evil hour has 

fortune thrown thee within the reach of my fu

perior blaze. C onccited infeCl:, rcplyecl the 

gem, that owefl: thy feeble glimmer to the dark

nefs that furrounds thee: know, my lufl:re bears 

the tell of day, and even derives its chief ad

vantage from that difiingui:fhing light, ·which 

difcovers thee to be no more than a dark and 

paltry vwrm. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E IV. 

The Oflrich and the Pelican. 

T HE Ofhich one day met the Pelican, and 
obferving her breafr all bloody, good 

God! fays fhe to her, what is the matter? What 
accident has befallen you? You certainly have 
been feized by fome favage beafr of prey, and 
have with difficulty efcaped from his mercilefs 
claws. Do not be furprifed, friend, replied 
the Pelican: no fuch accident, nor indeed any 
thing more than common, hath happened to 
me. I have only been engaged in my ordinary 
employment of tending my nefl:, of feeding my 
dear little ones, and nourifhing them. ·with the 
vital blood from my bofom. Your anfwer, re
turned the Ofirich, afl:onifhes me frill more than 
the horrid figure you make. What, is this your 
practice, to tear your own flefh, to fpill your 
own blood, and to facrifice yourfelf in this cruel 
manner to the importunate cravings of your 
young ones? I know not ·which to pity moH:, 
your mifery or your folly. Be advifed by me; 
have fome regard for yourfelf; and leave off this 
barbarous cufl:om of mangling your m'\·n body: 
as for your children, commit them to the care 

of 
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of providence, and make yourfelf quite eafy a

bout them. .My example may be of ufe to you. 

I lay my eggs upon the ground, and jufi cover 

them lightly over with the fand: if they have 

the good luck to efcape being crufhed by the 

tread of man or beaR:, the warmth of the fun 

broods upon, and hatches them; and in due 

ti111.e my young ones come forth: I leave them 

to be nurfed by nature, and foftered by the e

lements; I give myfelf no trouble about them, 

and I neither know nor care what becomes of 

them. Unhappy · wretch, fays the Pelican, 

who hardeneft thyfelf againft thy own offspring, 

and thro' want of natural affection renderefl: 

thy travail fruitlefs to thyfelf! who knoweR: 

not the fweets of a parent's anxiety; the tender 

delight of a mother's fufferings! It is not I, but 

thou, that art cruel to thy own flefh. Thy in

fenfibility may exempt thee from a temporary 

inconvenience, and an inconfiderable pain: but 

at the fame time it makes thee inattentive to 

;a mofi neceffary duty, and incapable of reli:fhing 

the pleafure that attends it; a pleafurc, the 

molt exquifite that nature hath indulged to 

us; in which pain itfelf is [wallowed up and 

lofi, or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E V. 

The Hounds in CoujJles. 

A Huntfman v;as leading forth his Hounds 
one morning to the chafe~ and had linked 

feveral of the young dogs in Couples~ to pre
vent their following every fcent, and hunting 
diforderly, as their own inclinations and fancy 
fhould direCt: them. Among others, it was the 
fate of jowler and vixen to be thus yoked to
gether. Jowler and vixen were both young and 
unexperienced; but had for fome time been 
confiant companions, and feemed to have en
tertained a great fondnefs for each other; they 
ufed to be perpetually playing together, and in 
any quarrel that happened, always took one a
nother's part; it might have been cxpeB:ed 
therefore that it would not be difagreeable to 
thern to be fiill more clofely united. However 
in faa it proved otherwife: they had not been 
lon~ joined together before both parties begun 
to exprefs uneafinefs at their prefent fituation. 
Different inclinations and oppoiite wills began 
to difcover and to exert them.felves: if one 
chofe to go this way. the other was as eager 
to take the contrary; if one was preffing for-

ward 
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ward, the other "vas fure to lag behind; vixen 

pulled back jowler, and jowler dragged along 

vixen: jovvler growled at vixen, and vixen 

[napped at jm,vler: till at lafl:it came to a down

right quarrel between them; and jowler treated 

vixen in a very rough and ungenerous manner, 

without any regard to the inferiority of her 

fl:rength, or the tendernefs of her fex. As they 

were thus continually vexing and tormenting 

one another, an old hound, who had obferved 

all that pa.ITed, came up to them, and thus re

proved them: '' What a couple of lilly puppies 

you are, to be perpetually ·worrying yourfelves 

at this rate! What hinders your going on 

peaceably and quietly together? Cannot you 

cenpromife the matter between you, by each 

confulting the others inclinations a little! at 

leaf!:, try to make a virtue of neceffi ty, and 

fubmit to what you cannot remedy : you can

not get rid of the chain; but you may make it 

lit eafy upon you. I am an old dog and let 

my age and experience inflrutl: you: when I 

was in the fame circumflances with you, I foon 

found, that th·warting my companion was only 

tormenting myfelf; and my yoke-fellow hap

pily came into the fame way of thinking. We 

endeavoured to join in the fame purfuits, and 
to 
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to follow one anothers inclinations; and fo we 
jogged on together, not only ·with eafe and 
quiet, but with comfort and pleafure. We 
found by experience, that mutual compliance 
not only compenfatcs for liberty, but is even 
attended with a fatisfaB:ion and delight, be
yond what liberty itsfelf can give". 

F A B L E VI. 

The Mifer and the 1\tfagjJye. 

A S . a .Mifer fate at his ddk,. count.ing over 
l11s heaps of gold; a Magp1e elopmg from 

his cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away 
1-vith it. The 1\fifer, who never fail' d to count 
his money over a fecond time, immediately mif
fed the piece, and riling up from. his feat in the 
utmofi confiern;:ttion, obfcrved the felon hiding 
it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou, 
cryed he, that wor:l1 of thieves, who has rob
bed me of my gold, without the ple~l of neceffi
ty, and IYithout regard to its proper ufe? But 
thy life ibaU attone for fo prepofierous a villa
ny. Soft words good mafier, quoth the .Mag
pye. Have I then injured you, in any other 

fenfe 



141 0 RIG IN A L FA B L E S. 

fenfe than you defraud the public? And am I 

not ufing your money in the fame manner you 

do yourfelf? If I mufi lofe my life for hiding a 

fingle guinea, what do you, I pray, deferve~ 

who fecrete fo many thoufands? 

F A B L E VII. 

The Senjitive Plant and the Thijlle. 

A Thifile happened to fpring up very near 

to a Senfitive Plant. The former obfer

ving the extream ba!hfulnefs and delicacy of 

the latter, addreffed her in the following man

ner. Why are you fo modefi and referved, my 

good neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at 

the approach of firangers? Why do you fhrink 

as if you were afraid, from the touch of every 

hand? .Take example and advice from me: if I 

liked not their familiarity, I would make them 

keep their difiance, norfhould any fawcy finger 

provoke me unrevenged. Our tempers and 

qualities, replyed the other, are widely diffe

rent. 1 have neither the ability nor incli

nation to give offence: you it feems are by 

no means defiitute of either. My defire is 

tG live peaceably in the fiation wherein I am 
placed 
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placed; and tho' my humility may now and 
then caufe me a moment's uneafinefs, it tends 
on the whole to prcferve my tranquility. The 
cafe is otherwife with _you, whofe irritable 
temper, and revengeful difpofition, will proba~ 
bly one time or other be the caufe of your de
firuB:ion. While they were thus arguing the 
point, the gardiner came with his little fpaddle, 
in order to lighten the earth round the fiem of 
the Senfitive Plant; but perceiving the Thifile, 
he thrufi his infirument thro' the root of it, 
and direB:ly toffed it out of his garden. 

F A B L E VIII. 

The Poet and the Death-lVatch. 

A S a Poet fate in his clofet, feafiing his i
magination on the hopes of fame and im

mortality; he was fiartled on a fudden with the 
ominous found of a Death-watch. However, 
immediately reco1leB:ing himfelf, vain infeB:, 
faid he, ceafe thy impertinent forebodings, fuf~ 
ficient indeed to fright the weaknefs of women 
or of children; but far beneath the notice of a 
Poet and Philofopher. As for me, whatever 

accident 
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accident may threaten my life, my fame, fpite 

of thy prognofiics, £hall live to future ages. 

May be fo, replyed the infecr, I find at leafr, thou 

had':fl: rather liH:en to the maggot in thy head, 

then to the worm beneath thy table: but know, 

that the fuggefrions of vanity are altogether 

as deceitful as thofe of fuperfi:ition. 

F A B L E IX. 

P;•thagoms and the Critic. 

PYTHA G 0 RA S was one day very ear

neffiy engaged in taking an exacr meafure 

of the length of the olympic courfe. One of 

thofe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing, 

and are ready to interpofe with their opinion 

upon all fubjecrs, happened to be prefent; and 

could not help fmiling to himfelf to fee the 

Philofopher fo employed, and to obferve \Yhat 

great attention and pains he befl:mved upon 

fuch a bufi.nefs. And pray, fays he, accofling 

Pythagoras, may I prefume to afk, with what 

dcfi.gn you have given yourfelf this trouble? Of 

that, replied the Philofopher; I fl1all very rea

dily inform you. We are affured, that Hercules, 
when 
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when he infiituted the olympic games, himfelf 
laid out this courfe by meafure~ and determin
ed it to the length of :fix hundred feet, meafu
ring it by the fiandard of his own foot. Now by 
taking an exaB: meafure of this fpace, and fee
ing how much it exceeds the meafure of the 
fame number of feet now in ufe, we can find how 
much the foot of Hercules, and in proportion 
his whole fiature, exceeded that of the prefent 
generation. A very ~urious fpeculation truly, 
fays the Critic, and of greatufe and importance, 
no doubt! And fo you will demonihate to, us, 
that the bulk of this fabulous hero was. equal 
to his extravagant enterprifes and his marvellous 
exploits. And pray Sir, what may be the refult 
of your enquiry at lafi? I fuppofe, you can now 
tell me exactly to a hair' s breadth how tall Her
cules was. The refult of my enquiry, replyed 
the philofopher, is this; and it is a conclu:fion 
of greater ufe and importance than you feem 
to expect from it; that if you will always eH:i
matc the labours of the philofopher, the defigns 
of the patriot, and the actions of the hero, by 
the fiandard of your own narrow conceptions, 
you will ever be greatly mifiaken in your judg
ment concerning them. 

L FABLE 
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F A B L E X. 

The Bear. 

A Bear who was bred in the favage defarts of 
Siberia, had an inclination to fee the world. 

He travelled from forefi to forefl:, and from one 
kingdom to another, making many profound 
obfervations in his way. Among the refi of 
his excurfions, he came by accident into a 
farmer's yard, where he faw a number of poultry 
fianding to drink by the fide of a pool. Ob
ferving that after every fip they turned up their 
heads toward the :fky, he could not forbear en
quiring the reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony. 
They told him that it was by way of returning 
thanks to heaven for the benefits they received; 
and was indeed an ancient and religious cufiom, 
which they could not, with a fafe confcience, 
or without impiety, omit. Here the Bear 
burfi into a fit of laughter, at once mimicking 
their gefiures, and ridiculing their fuperfiition, 
in the mofi contemptuous manner. On this, 
the Cock, with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs 
of his character, addreiTed him in the following 
words. As you are a firanger, Sir, you per-

h api 
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haps may be excufed the indecency of this be
haviour; yet give me leave to tell ye, that none 
but a Bear would ridicule any religious ceremo
nies whatfoe.....-er, in the prefence of thofe who 
believe them of importance. 

F A B L E XI. 

The Stork and the Crow. 

A Stork and a Crow had once a !hong con
tention, which of them Hood highefi in 

the fa your of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his 
£kill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, 
and his great ufe to the prieHs of that deity in 
all their facrifices and religious ceremonies. 
The Stork urged only his blamelefs life, the 
care he took to preferve his offspring, and the 
affifiance he lent his parents under the infi.r
mities of age. It happened, as it generally does 
in religious difputes, that neither of them could 
confute the other; fo they both agreed to refer 
the deci£ion to Jupiter himfelf. On their joint 
application, the god determined thus between 
them. Let none of my creatures defpair of my 
regard: I know their 1vcak.nefs; I pity their er
rors; and ' ·hatever is \Yell meant, I accept as 

it 
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it was intended. Yet facrifices or ceremonies 

are in thenifelves of no importance; and every 

attempt to penetrate the counfels of the gods, is 

altogether as vain as it is prefumptuous: but he 

who pays to Jupiter ajufi. honour and reverence, 

who leads the mofi temperate life, and who 

does the mofi good in proportion to his abili

ties; as he befi. anfwers the end of his creati

on, will affuredly fland highefi in the favour of 

his creator. 

F A B L E XII. 

Echo and the Owl. 

T HE vain hear the flatteries of their own 

imagination, and fancy them to be the 

voice of fame. 
A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fate 

'repeating her Jcreams at midnight, from the 

hollow of a blafied oak. And whence, cryed 

fhe, proceeds this aweful filence, tmlefs it be 

to favour my fuperior melody? Surely the 

groves are hufht in expectation of my voice, 

and when I fing, all nature lificns. An Echo 

Tefounding from an adjacent rock, replyed im

mediately, ~~ all nature lificns." The nightin

gale, re[umed fhe, has ujurped the fovreignty 
by 
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by night: her note indeed is mufical, but mine 
is fweeter far. The voice, confi-rming her opi
nion, replyed again, H is fweeter far." Why 
then am I diffident, continued fhe, why do I 
fear to join the tuneful choir? The Echo, frill 
flattering her vanity, repeated ''join the tune
ful choir." Roufed by this empty phantom of 
encouragement, fhe on the morrow mingled 
her hootings with the harmony of the groves. 
But the tuneful fongfiers, difgufied with her 
noife, and affronted by her impudence, unani
mouily drove her fromthefociety, andH:ill con
tinue to purfue her wherever fhe appears. 

F A B L E XIII. 

Prometheus. 

PROMETHEUS formed man of the fin
eft clay, and animated his work with fire 

fiolen from heaven. He endowed him with all 
the faculties that are to be found among:fl: 
the animal creation: he gave him the cou
rage of the lion, the fubtlety of the fox, the 
providence of the ant, and the indufl:ry of the 
bee; and he enabled him, by the fuperiority 
of his underi1anding to fubdue them alL and 

L3 to 
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to make them fubfervient to his ufe and plea

fure. He difcovered to him the metals hidden 

in the bowels of the earth~ and fhewed him their 

feveral ufes . He in:fhutled him in every thing 

that might tend to cultivate and civilize human 

life: he taught him to till the ground, and to 

improve the fertility of nature; to build houfes, 

to cover himfelh:vith garments, and to defend 

himfelf againfl: the inclemencies of the air and 

the feafons; to compound medicines of falutary 

herbs~ to heal v\'Otmds, and to cure difeafes; to 

conHruCl :fhips, to crofs the feas, and to com

municate to every country the riches of all. 

In a word he indued him with fenfe and me

mory, with fagacity and invention, with art 

and fcience; and to crown all, he gave him an 

infight into futurity . But, alas! this latter gift, 

infiead of improving, wholly defiroyecl the pro

per effetl of all the former. Furniihed \vith all 

the means and infiruments of luppinefs, man 

neverthelefs was rniferable; thro' the knowledge 

and dread of future evil, he was incapable of 

enjoying prefent good. Prometheus favv, and 

immediately refolved to remedy this inconve

nience: he effed:uallyreH:orcd man to a capacity 

of happincfs, by depriving him of j;rejcicnce, 

and giving him hope in its £lead. 
FABLE 
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F A B L E XIV. 

Mom us. 

,T I S faid that Momus was perpetually bla-
ming and ridiculing whatever he faw. 

Even the works of the gods themfelves could 
not efcape his univerfal cenfure. The eyes 
of the bull, he faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, 
that they could not diretl: his horn in pufhing 
at his enemies. The houfes which Minerva 
had infirutl:ed men to build, were contrived 
fo very injudicioufly, that they could not re
move them from a bad neighbourhood, nor 
from any other inconvenience. In :fhort, the 
frame of man himfelf was in his opinion ex
treamly defetl:ive; having no window in his 
bofom, that might demonfirate his fincerity, or 
betray his wicked purpofes and prevent their 
execution. Thefe and many other faults were 
found in the produtl:ions of nature; but when 
he furveyed the works of art, there was no end 
of his altercations. Jupiter, being refolved to 
try how far his malice would proceed, fent his 
daughter Venus to defire that he would give 
his opinion of her beauty. She 3ppeared ac-

L4 cG>rd-

• 
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cordingly before the churli{h God, trembling 
at the apprehenfion of his known feverity. He 
examined her proportions with all the rigour 
of an envious critic. But her fhape and com
plcxwn were fo £hiking, and her fmiles and 
graces fo very engaging, that he found it im
poffiblc to give the leaf!: colour to any objeCl:ion 
he could make. Yet, to fhew how hard male~ 

valence will fl:ruggle for a cavil; as fhe was retir
ing from his prefence, he begged fhe would ac
qu aint her father, that whatever grace might be 
in her motion, yet- her flippers were toonoify. 

F A B L E XV. 

The Butterfly, the Snail and the Bee. 

A Butterfly, proudly perched on the gawuy 
leaves of a french marygold, was boafling 

the vafl: extent and variety of his travels. I 
have ranged, faid he, over the graceful and ma
jeHick fcenes of t Hagley, and have feaH:ed my 
eyes with elegance and variety at *The Leajowes. 
I have wandered thro' regions of Eglantine 
and Honey-fuckle, I have revelled in kiifes on 

beds 

t Lord Lytteltone' s. * Mr Shen!lone ' s. 
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beds of Violets and Cowfiips, and have enjoy
ed the delicious fragrance of Rofes and Carna
tions. In fh.ort, my fancy unbounded, and my 
flights unrefl:rained, I have vifited with perfect 
freedom all the flowers of the field or garden, 
and mufi be allowed to know the world, in a fu
perlative degree. 

A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders 
on a cabbage-leaf, was :fhuck with admiration; 
and concluded him, from all this experience, 
to be the wifefl: of animal creatures. 

It happened that a Bee, purfued her occupa
tion on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, and 
having heard our oilentatious vagrant, re
primanded him in this manner. Vain, empty 
flutterer, faid :fhe, whom infhuClion cannot im
prove, nor experience itfelf enlighten! Thou 
haft rambled over the world; wherein does thy 
knowledge of it con!ifi? Thou haft feen variety 
of objecrs; what conclufions has thou drawn 
from them? Thou hafi tafied of every amufe
ment; hafi thou extrall:ed any thing for uJe? I 
too am a traveller: go and look into my hive; 
and let my treafuresj!wdow out to thee, that the 
intent of travelling, is, to collecr materials ei
ther for the ufe and emolument of pTivate life, 
or for the advantage of the community. 

FABLE 



153 0 RIG IN A L FABLES. 

F A B L E XVI. 

The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower. 

A Tuberofe in a bow-window on the north
fide of a Hately villa, addrefs' d a fun-flower 

which grew on a flope, that was contiguous 
to the houfe. Pray, fays he, neighbour Tum-

Jole, to what purpofe do you pay all this devo
tion to that fiCtitious deity of yours, the Sun? 

Why are you continually difi:orting your body, 
and cafi:ing up your eyes to that glaring lumi
nary? What fuperR:ition induces you to think, 
that we flowers exiG: only thro' his influence? 
Both you and I are furely indebted to the 
hot-bed, and to the diligence of the gardiner, 
for our produCtion and fupport. For my part, 

I :fhall referve my homage, together with my 

fweets, for that benevolent mafi:er '"'ho is con
tinually watering and refrefhing me: nor do I 
defire ever to fee the face of that Sun you fo 

vainly idolize, while I can enjoy the cool iliade 
of this magnificent falon. Truce with thy 
blafphemics. replied the Sun-flower: why dolt 
thou revile that glorious being, who difpenfes 

life and vigour, not only to us but to every part 
of 
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of the creation? Without this, alas! how ineffec
tual were the fkill and vigilance of thy boafl:ed 
mafl:er; either to fupport thy tender frame, or 
even to preferve his own! But this mufl: ever 
be the cafe with fuch contTaCled underfl:andings: 
fufficient, indeed, to point out our more imme
diate benefaB:ors, without regarding that ori
ginal fource, from which all benef?.cence pro
ceeds. 

F A B L E XVII. 

The Magpye and tlte Raven. 

T HERE VI as a certain Mag-pye, more bu
fy and more loquacious than any of his 

tribe. His tongue was in perpetual motion, 
and himfelf continually upon the wing; flutter
ing from place to place, and very feldom ap
pearing twice together in the fame company. 

Sometimes you faw him with a flock of pi
geons, plundering a field of new fo·vvn corn; 
anon. perch'd upon a cherry tree with a parcel 
of tom-tits: The next moment, you would be 
furpriz' d to find the fame individual bird en
o-aged 'i">ith a flight of crmvs, and feafiing upon v I. 

• • a carcafc. 
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He took it one day into his head to vifit an old 

Raven, who lived retir'd among the branches 

of a venerable oak; and there, at the foot of a 

lonely mountain, had paH: near half a century. 

I admire, fays the prating bird, your moil 

roman tick {i tuation, and the wildnefs of thefe 

rocks and precipices around you: I am abfo

lutely tranfported with the murmur of that 

water-fall: me thinks it diffufes a tranquillity, 

furpaffing all the joys of publick life. What 

an agreeable fequefl:ration from worldly buille 

and impertinence! what an opportunity of con

templating the divine beauties of nature! I 

Ihall mofl: certainly, my dear, quit the gaieties 

of town, and for the fake of thefe rural fcenes~ 

and my good friend's converfation, pafs there

mainder of my days in the folitude he has cho

fen. 
Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I fhall be at all 

times glad to receive you in my old fa!hion'd 

v.ray; but you and 1 :lhould certainly prove mofl: 

unfuitable companions. Your whole ambition 

is to {hine in company, and to recommend 

yourfelf to the world by univerfal complaifance; 

whereas my greateit happinefs confifl:s in eafe 

and privacy, and the feleCt converfation of a 

few whom I efteem. I prefer a good heart to 
the 
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the mofr voluble tongue; and though quefl:ion
lefs oblig' d to you for the politenefs of your 
profeffions, yet I fee your benevolence divided 
among fo numerous an acquaintance, that a very 
flender fhare of it can remain for thofe you are 
pleafed to honour with the name ofjriends. 

F A B L E XVIII. 

The Dian_wnd and the Load.ftone. 

A Diamond of great beauty and luRre, obfer
ving, not only many other gems of a 

lower clafs ranged together with him in the 
fame cabinet, but a LoadHone likewife placed 
not far from him, began to qnefrion the latter, 
how he came there; and what pretentious he 
had to be ranked among the precious Il:ones; 
he, who appeared to be no better than a mere 
flint; a forry, coarfe, rufiy-looking pebble; with
out any the leaf!: fhining quality to advance 
him to fuch an honour: and concluded with de
firing him to keep his di:fl:ance, and pay a pro
per refpeCl to his fuperiors. I find faid the 
Loadfl:one, that you judge by external appear
ances; and it is your interefr, that others fhould 
form their judgment by the fame rule. I mufi: 

own 
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m"'n I have nothing to boaH of in that refpeC1:; 

but I may venture to fay, that I make amends 

for my outward defeGt:s, by my inward qualities. 

The great improvement of navigation in thefe 

latter ages is intirely owing to me. It is ow

ing to me, that the difiant parts of the world 

are known and acceffible to each other; that the 

remotefi nations are connected together, and 

all in a manner united into one common focie

ty; that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve 

one another's wants, and all enjoy the fevcral 

bleffings peculiar to each. Great Britain is 

indebted to me for her wealth, her fplendour, 

and her power; and the arts and fciences are 

in a great meafure obliged to me for their late 

improvements, and their continual increafe. 

I am willing to allow you your due praife in 

its full extent; you are a very pretty bawble; 

I am mightily delighted to fee you glitter and 

fparkle; I look upon you with pl afure and 

furprife: but I mufl be: convinced that you are 

of fome fort of ufe, before I acknowledge tbat 

you have any re::tl merit, or treat you with 

that refpect which you feem to demand. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XIX. 

The Boy and the Nettle. 

A Little Boy, playing in the fields, chanced 
to be fiung by a Nettle, and came crying 

to his father: he told him, he had been hurt 
by that nafiy weed fever:1l times before; that he· 
'vas always afr:1id of it; and that now he did but jufi touch it, as lightly as poflible, when he was 
fo feverely fiung. Child, fays he, your touching 
it fo gently and timoroufly is the very Teajon 
of its hurting you. A Nettle may be handled 
fafely, if you do it with courage and refoluti
on: if you feize it boldly, and gripe it fafi, 
depend upon't it will never fiing you; and you 
will meet ,\-ith many forts of jmfons, as well 
as things in the world, ·which ought to be treated 
in the very fame manner. -

FABLE 
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F A B L E XX. 

The Mon.fter in the Sun. 

A N Afhonomer was obferving the Sun thro' 

a telefcope, in order to take an exalt 

draught of the feveral fpots, which appear up

on the face of it. While he was intent upon 

his obfervations, he was on a fudden furprifed 

with a new and afionifhing appearance; a large 

portion of the furface of the Sun was at once 

covered by a Monfier of enormous fize, and 

.horrible form; it had an immenfepair of wings, 

a great number of legs, and a long and vafi 

probofcis; and that it was alive, was very ap

parent, from his quick and violent motions, 

which the obferver could from time to time 

plainly perceive. Being fu1e of the fatl:, (for 

how could he be mifiaken in what he faw fo 

clearly?) our Philofopher began to draw ma

ny furprifing conduuons from premifes fo 

well efiablifhed. He calculated the magnitude 

of this extraordinary animal; and found that 

he covered about two fquare degrees of the 
Sun's 
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Sun~s furface; that placed upon the earth he 
would fpread over half one hemifphere of it; 
and that he was feven or eight times as big as 
the moon. But what was mofi afionifhing, was 
the prodigious heat that he mufi endure: it was 
plain, that he was fomething of the nature of 
the falamander, but of a far more fiery tempe
rament; for it was demonfirable from the clear
eft principles~ that in his prefent fituation he 
mufi have acquired a degree of heat two thou
fand times exceeding that of red hot )ron. It 
was a Problem worth confidering, whether he 
fubfified upon the grofs vapours of the Sun, 
and fo from time to time cleared away thofe 
fpots which they are perpetually forming, and 
which would otherwife wholly obfcure and in
crufiate its face; or whether it might not feed 
on the folid fubfiance of the orb itfelf, which 
by this means, together with the confiant ex~ 
pence of light, mufi foon be exhaufied and con. 
fumed; or whether he was not now and then 
fupplied by the falling of fome eccentric Comet 
into ~he Sun: however this might be, he found 
by computation that the earth would be but 
lliort allowance for him for a few months. And 
farther, it was no improbable conjelt:ure, that , 
as the earth was defiined to be deflroyed. by 

M fi re. 
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fire, this fiery flying Monfier would remove 
hither at the appointed time, and might much 
more eafily and conveniently effe8. a conflagra
tion, than any Comet, hitherto provided for 
that fervice. In the earnefi purfuit of thefe, 
and many the like deep and curious [peculati
ons, the Afironomer was engaged, and was pre
paring to communicate them to the public. In 
the mean time, the difcovery began to be much 
talked of; and all the virtuofi gathered together 
to fee fo :fhange a fight. They were equally 
convinced of the accuracy of the obfervation., 
and of the conclufions fo clearly deduced from 
it. At laH:, one, more cautious than the refi, 
was refolved, before he gave a full affent to the 
report of his fenfes, to examine the whole pro .. 
cefs of the affair, and all the parts of the infiru~ 
ment: he opened the Telefcope, and behold! 
a fmall Fly was inclofed in it, which having 
fettled on the center of the objeB:-glafs had giv
en occalion to all this marvellous Theory. 

How often do men, thro' prejudice and paffi· 
on, thro' envy and malice fix upon the bright
eft and mofi exalted charaCters, the groffefi and 
mofi improbable imputations. It behoves us 
upon fuch occaiions to be upon our guard, and 

to 
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to fufpend our judgments; the fault perhaps 
is not in the object, but in the mind of the ob
ferver. 

F A B L E XXI. 

The difcontented Bee. 

'A Bee complained to Jupiter, of the nume-
rous evils to which her condition expofed 

her. Her body, fhe faid, was weak and feeble, 
yet was :fhe condemned to ,get her living by 
perpetual toil; :fhe was benumbed by the cold 
of winter, and relaxed by the heat of Summer. 
Her haunts were infected with Poifonous weeds, 
and her flights ob:fhuCt:ed by fl:orms and tem
pefu. In fhort, what with dangers from with
out, and difeafes from within, her life was ren
dered one continual fcene of anxiety and wretch
ednefs. Behold now, faid Jupiter, the froward
nefs and folly of this unthankful race! The 
flowers of the field I have fpread before them 
as a feafl:, and have endeavoured to regale them 
with an endlefs variety. They now revel on 
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and 
now on the frill more fragrant banks of violets 
and rofes. The bufinefs they complain of, is 

l\f fl the 
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the extraB:ion of honey; and, to alleviate their 

toil, I have allowed them wings, which readily 

tranfport them from one delicious banquet to 

another. Storms, tempefl:s, and noxious weeds, 

I have given them fagacity to il1un; and if ever 

they are mifled, 'tis thro, the perverfenefs of 

their inclinations. But thus it is with Bees, 

and thus with Men: they mifconfrrue the bene

volence of my defigns, and then complain that 

my dectees are rigid: they ungratefully over

look all the advantages, and magnify all the in

conveniences of theidlation. But let my crea

tures purfue their happinefs, thro, the paths 

mark' d out by nature; and they will then feel 

no pain, which they have not pleafures to com

penfate. 

F A B L E XXII. 

The Snipe Shooter. 

A S a fportfman ranged the fields with hi s 

gun, attended by an experienced old fpa

fliel, he happened to fpring a Snipe; and, near

ly at the fame infl:ant, a covey of Partridges. 

Surprifed at the accident, and divided in his 

aim~ he let fly too indeterminately, and by this 
means 
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means miffed them both. Ah, my good mailer, 
faid the fpaniel, you fhould never have two 
aims at once. Had you not been dazzled and 
feduced by the extravagant hope of Partridge, 
you would moil probably have fecured your 
Snipe. 

f'ABLE XXIII. 

The Beggar and his Dog. 

A Beggar and his Dog fat at the gate of a 
noble Courtier, and were preparing to 

make a meal on_ a bowl of fragments from the 
Kitchen-maid. A poor dependent of his Lord
Ihip' s, who had been iharing the fin gular fa
vour of a dinner at the fi:eward' s table, was 
{huck with their appearance, and Hopped a 
little to obferve them. The Beggar, hungry 
and voracious as any Courtier in Chrifiendom, 
feized with greedinefs the choicefi: morfels, and 
fwallowed them himfelf; the refidue 'vas divided 
into portions for his children. A fcrag ·was 
thrufi: into one pocket for hontift Jack, a crufi: 
into another for bajlifulTom, and a luncheon 
of cheefe V\ rapt up with care for the little favou
rite of his hopeful family. In fhort, if any thin$ 

.l.VI 3 was 
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was thrown to the Dog, it was a bone fo clofe
ly picked, that it fcarce afforded a pittance to 
keep life and foul together. How exaB.ly alike, 
faid the dependent, is this poor Dog's cafe and 
mine! He is watching for a dinner from a mafier 
who cannot fpare it; I for a place from a needy 
Lord, whofe wants perhaps are greater than my 
own; and whofe relations, more clamorous than 
any of this Beggar's brats. Shrewdly was it faid 
by an ingenious writer, a Courtier's Dependent is 
a Beggar's Dog. 

F A B L E XXIV. 

The Sun m'd the Vapour. 

I N the evening of afummer's day, as the Sun 
defcended behind the weH:ern hills, he be

held a thick and unwholefome Vapour extend
ing itfelf over the whole face of the vallies. 
Every fhrub and every flower immediately fold
ed up its leaves, and fhrunk from the touch of 
this detefted enemy. Well haft thou chofcn, faid 
the God of day, this the hour of my departure, 
to fpread thy pefiilential influence, and taint 
the beauties of creation. Enjoy for a fhort 
fpace the notable triumphs of thy malignity. 

I 
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I fhall return again with the morning, repair 
thy mifchiefs, and put an end to thy exifl:ence. 
May the flanderer, in thine difcern the fate of 
calumny, and be warned to dread the return of 
Truth. 

F A B L E XXV. 

Lam and Folly. 

I N the moR: early fl:ate of things, and among 
the eldeR: of beings, exifl:ed that God as the 

poets intitle him, or rather that D.:emon as 
Plato calls him, whofe name is Love. He was 
affifl:ing to the father of the Gods in reducing 
Chaos into order, in efiablifhing the harmony 
of the univcrfe, and in regulating and putting 
in execution the laws by which the operations 
of nature are performed, and the frame of the 
world fubfiHs. Univerfal good feemed to be 
his only fiudy, and he was the fupreme delight 
both of Gods and men. But in procefs of 
time, among other diforclers that arofe in the 
univerfe, it appeared, that Love began to devi
ate very often from what had fecmed till now 
to be his chief purfu]t: he would raife frequent 
dillurbances and confufion in the courfe of na-

lVI 4 nature; 
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ture; tho' it was n.lways under the pretence of 
maintaining order and agreement. It feems 
he had entered into a very intimate acquaint
ance with a perfon, who had but lately made 
her appearance in the world. This perfon was 
Folly, the daughter of Pride and Ignorance. 
They were very often together, and, as often 
as they were, fome mifchief was fure to be the 
confequence. By degrees he introduced her 
into the heavens; where it was their great joy 

· by various artifices to lead the Gods into fuch 
meafures, as involved them in many inconveni
ences, and expofed them to much ridicule. 
They deluded them all in their turns, except Mi
nerva, the only divinity that efcaped their wiles. 
Even Jupiter himfelf was induced by them. to 
take fome fieps not at all fuitable to the digni
ty of his charatl:er. Folly had gotten the in
tire afcendant over her companion; however, 
fhe ,.vas refolved to make fiill more fure ofhim, 
and engrofs him ,...,.-holly to herfelf: with this 
defign {he infufed a certain intoxicating juice 
into his ne[tar, the effells of which were fo 
powerfuL that in the end it utterly deprived 
him of his fight. Love \vas too much preju
diced in her favour, to apprehend her to be the 
caufe of his misfortune; nor indeed did he feem 

to 
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to be in the leaR: fenuble of his condition. 
But his mother Venus foon found it out: and 
in the excefs of her grief and rage carried her 
complaint to Jupiter, conjuring him to punifh 
the forcerefs who had blinded her fon. J upi
ter, willing to clear the heavens of fuch trou
blcfome company, called both parties before 
him, and inquired into their conduCt. After 
a full hearing he determined, that Folly fuould 
make fame fort ofreparation for the injury done 
to Love: and being refolved to punifh both for 
the many irregularities which they had lately 
introduced, he condemned Love to wander a
bout the earth, and ordered Folly to be his 
guide. 

F A B L E XXVI. 

The Eclijfe. 

0 N E day when the moon was under an. 
Eclipfe, fbe complained thus to the Sun 

of the difcontinuance of his favours. My 
deare.ft friend, faid fue, why do you not fuine 
upon me as you ufed to do? Do I not fuine up
on thee? faid the fun; I am very fure that 1 
intend it. 0 no, replies the moon, but I now 

per-
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perceive the reafon. I fee that dirty Planet, 
the earth, is got between us. 

The good influences of the great would per

haps be more diffufi.ve, were it not for their mif

chievous dependants, who are fo frequently fuf

fered to interpofe. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Bt1J and the Butterfly. 

A Boy, greatly [mitten with the colours of 

a Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flow

er with indefatigable pains. Firfi he aimed to 

furprife it among the leaves of a rofe; then to 

cover it with his hat, as it was feeding on a 

daify; now hoped to fecure it, as it refted on a 

fprig of myrtle; and now grew fure of his prize, 

perceiving it loiter on a bed of violets. But 

the fickle Fly, continually changing one blof .. 

fom for another, ftill eluded his attempts. At 

length, obferving it half buryed in the cup of 

a tulip, he rufhed forward, and fnatching it 

with violence, crufhed it all to pieces. The 

dying infett, feeing the poor boy fomewhat 

ehagrined at his difappointment, addreiTed him 
with 
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with aJl the calmnefs of a fl:oic. in the following 
manner.-Behold now the end of thy unprofit
able follicitude! and learn~ for the benefit of thy 
future life~ that all pleafure is but a painted But
terfly; which, although it may ferve to amufe 
thee in the purfuit, if embraced ·vvith too much 
ardour, will periili. in thy grafp. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 

The Toad and the Ephemeron. 

As fome workmen were digging marble in 
a mountain of Scythia, they difcerned a 

toad of an enormous fize in the midil of a folid 
rock. They were very much furprifed at fo 
uncommon an appearance, and the more they 
con!idered the circumfiances of it, the more 
their wonder increafed. It was hard to con
ceive by what means this creature had preferved 
life and received nouri£hment in fo narrow a 
prifon; and fhll more difficult to account for 
his birth and exifience in a place fo totally in
;tcceffible to all of his fpecies. They could 
conclude no other. than that he was formed to
gether with the rock in which he had been 
bred, and was coeval '\Vith the mountain itfelf. 

While 
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While they were purfuing thefe [peculations, 

the Toad fat [welling and bloating, till he was 

ready to burH: with pride and felf-importance; 

to which at laft he thus gave vent,-yes, fays he, 

you behold in me a fpecimen of the Antedilu

vian race of animals. I was begotten before 

the flood; and who is there among the prefent 

upftart race of mortals, that fhall dare to con

tend with me in nobility of birth or di'gnity of 

charalter? An Ephemeron, fprung that morning 

from the river Hypanis, as he was flying about 

from place to place, chanced to be prefent, and 

obferved all that paffed with great attention 

and curiofity. Vain boafter, fays he, what 

foundation haft thou for pride, either in thy de

fcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy life, 

becaufe it hath been long? What good quali

ties haft thou received from thy ancefiors? In

fignificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to 

others, thou art almofi as infenfiblc as the block 

in which thou waft bred. Even I, that had my 

birth only from the fcum of the neighbouring 

river, at the rifing of this day's fun, and who 

lhall die at its fetting, have more reafon to ap

plaud my condition, than thou haLt to be proud 

of thine. I have enjoyed the warmth of the 

fun, the light of the day, and the purity of the 
au : 
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air: I have flown from fl:ream to fl:ream, from 
tree to tree, and from the plain to the moun
tain: I have provided for pofterity, and £hall 
leave behind me a numerous offspring to peo
ple the next age of to-morrow: in £hort, I have 
fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have 
been happy. My whole life, 'tis true, is but 
of twel~e hours; but even one hour of it is to 
be preferred to a thoufand years of mere exifi
ence; or that have been fpent, like thine, in 
iloth, ignorance, and Hupidity. 

F A B L E XXIX~ 

The Peacock. 

T HE Peacock, who at firfl: was difiingui£h
ed only by a crefl of feathers, prefer' d a 

petition to Juno that he might be honoured 
alfo ·vvith a train. As the bird was a particu
lar favorite, Juno readily enough afTented; and 
his train was ordered to furpafs that of every 
fowl in the creation. The Minion, confcious 
of his fuperb appearance, thought it requifite 
to afTume a proportionable dignity of gait and 
manners. The common poultry of the farm· 
yard were quite afionifh' d at his magnifi,~nce; 

and. 
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and even the Pheafants themfelves beheld him 

with an eye of envy .-But when he attempted 

to fly, he perceived himfelf to have facrificed all 

his attivity to ojterJ,tation; and that he was encum
bred by the pomp in which he placed his glory. 

F A B L E XXX. 

The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

A S a Fly was crawling leifurely up one of 
the columns of St. Paul's Cupola, fhe of

ten .flopped, furvcyed, examined, and at lafi 

broke forth into the following exclamation. 

Strange! that any one who pretended to be an 

artifi, :!hould ever leave fo fupcrb a firuB:ure, 

with fo many roughne:ffes unpolifhed! Ah, my 

friend! faid a very learned architec1, who hung in 

his web under one of the capitals, you fhould 

never decide of things beyond the extent of 

your capacity. This lofty building was not 

ere8:ed for fuch diminutive animals as you or 

me; but for a certain fort of creatures, who are 

at leaH: ten thoufand times as Jarge: to their 

eyes, it is very pofiible, thefc columns may 

feem as fmooth, as to you appear the wings of 

your .favourite Mifl:refs. 
FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXI. 

The Elrn Tree and the Vine. 

A N extravagant young Vine, vainly ambiti
ous of independency, and fond of ram

bling at large, defpifed the alliance of a fiately 
Elm that grew near, and courted her embrace.s. 
Having rifen to fome fmall height without any 
kind of fupport, fhe fhot forth her flimfey 
branches to a very uncommon and fuperfluous 
length; calling on her neighbour to take notice 
how little fhe wanted his affifiance. Poor in
fatuated fhrub, replyed the Elm, how inconfifi
ent is thy condua! Would'fi thou be truly inde
pendent, thou fhould'fi carefully apply thofe 
juices to the enlargement of thy frem, which 
thou lavilli.efi in vain upon unneceffary foliage. 
I fhortly fhall behold thee groveling on the 
ground; yet countenanced, indeed, by many 
of the human race, who intoxicated with va
nity, have defpifed ceconomy; and who, to 
fupport for a moment their empty boafi of inde
pendence, have exhaufied the very Jource of it 
in frivolous expenccs. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXXII. 

The Laurujtinus and the Rofe-tree. 

I N the quarters of a fhrubbery, where deci

duous plants q.nd ever-greens were inter

mingled with an air of negligence, it happened 

that a Rofe grew not far from a LauruH:inus. 

The rofe, enliven' d by the breath of June, and 

attir~ d in all its gorgeous bloffoms, look' d with 

much contempt on the Lauru:fl:inus; who had 

nothing to difplay but the dufky verdure of 

its leaves. What a wretched neighbourhood, 

cryed fhe, is this! and how unworthy to par

take the honour of my company! Better to 

bloom and dye in the defert, than to affociate 

myfelf here with fuch low and dirty vegetables. 

And is this my lot at la:fl:, whom every nation 

has agreed to honour, and every Poet confpired 

to reverence, as the undoubted fovereign of the 

field and garden? If I really arn [o, let my fub

jeCls at leaR: keep their di:fl:ance, and let a circle 

remain vacant round me. fuitable to the :fl:ate my 

rank requires. Here, gardiner-bring thy 

hatchet; prithee cut down this LauruH:inus; or 

at leaR: remove it to its proper fphere. Be pa-
cify' d. 



ORIGINAL FABLES. 177 

cifyed, my lovely Rofe, replied the Gardiner; 
enjoy thy Jovereignty with moderation, and thou 
fhalt receive all the homage which thy beauty 
can require. But remember that in winter, when 
neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one 
flower or leaf to chear me, this faithful fhrub, 
which thou defpifefi, will become the glory of 
my garden. Prudence therefore as well as gra
titude is concerned, in the proteB:ion of a friend , 
that will fhew his FriencijhijJ in adver}ity. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 

The Senfitive Plant and the Palrn~tree. 

T HE Senfitive Plant, being brought out of 
the greenhoufe on a fine fummer's day, 

and placed in a beautiful grove adorned with 
the fineR: forefi trees and the moil curious plants, 
began to give himfelf great airs, and to treat all 
that ·were about him with much petulance and 
clifdain. Lord! fays he, how could the gardi
ner think of fetting me among :1 parcel of trees; 
grofs , inanimate things, mere vegetables , and 
perfeCl: flocks! Sure he does not take me for a 
common plant, when he knows, that I have the 
fenfe of feeling in a more exquifite degree than 

N he 
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he has himfelf. It really fhocks me to fee into 
what wretched low company he has introduced 
me: 'tis more than the delicacy of my confiitu
tion, and the extreme tendernefs of my nerves, 
can bear. Pray, Mr. Acacia, fiand a little far
ther off, and don't prefume quite fo much up
on your idle pretence of being my coufin. 
Good Mr. Citron, keep your difiance, I befeech 
you; your firong fcent quite overpowers me. 
Friend Palm-tree, your offenfive £hade is really 
more than I am. able to fupport. The lofty 
Palm-tree, tho' little moved by fo unmannerly 
an attack, condefcended to rebuke the imper
tinent creature in the following manner. Thou 
vegetable fribble! Learn to know thyfelf, and 
thy own worthleffnefs and infignificancy. 
Thou valueft thyfelf on a vicious fofmefs, a falfe 
delicacy, the very defecr and imbecility of thy 
nature. What art thou good for, that llirinkefi 
at a touch, and droopefi at a breath of air; fee
ble and barren, a perpetual torment to thyfelf, 
and wholly ufelefs to others. Whereas we, 
whom thou treatefi with fuch difdain, make a 
grateful return to man for his care of us; fome 
of us yield him fruit; others are fcrvtceable to 
him by their fuength and firmnefs; we {hade 
him from the heat of the fun, and ·we defenQ 

him 
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him from the violence o'f the winds. I am par
ticularly difiingui1hed for my hardinefs and 
perfeverance, my fieadinefs and confiancy: and 
on account of thofe very qualities which thou 
wantefi and affectefi to defpife, have the honour 
to be made the emblem of conquefi, and the 
reward of the Conqueror. 

. FABLE XXXIV . 

The Tenryrites and the Ichneumon. 

A Crocodile of prodigious fize~ and uncom
mon fiercenefs, infefied the banks of the 

·Nile, and fpread defolation through all the 
neighbouring country. He feized the ihepherd 
together with the fheep, and devoured the herdf
man as well as the cattle. Emboldened by 
fuccefs , and the terror which prevailed wherever 
he appeared, he ventured to carry his incurfi
ons even into the if1and of Tentyra, and to 
brave the people, ·who boafi themfelves the 
only tamers of his race. The Tentyrites them
felves were {huck with horror at the appear
:lnce of a monfier fo much more terrible than 
they had ever feen before: even the boldefi of 
rb m dned not to attack him openly ; and the 

N Q mofi 
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:mofi experienced long endeavoured with all their 
art and addrefs to furprife him, but in vain. 
As they were confulting together what they 
:fbould do in thefe circumfiances, an Ichneumon 
:fiepped forth, and thus addreffed them: I per
ceive your difirefs, neighbours; and tho' I can
not a:ffifl: you in the prefent difficulty, yet give 
me leave to offer you fome advice that may be 
of ufe to you for the future. A little prudence 
is worth all your art and your courage: it may 
be glorious to overcome a great evil, but the 
wifefl: way is to prevent it. You defpife the
Crocodile while he is £mall and weak; and do 
not fufficiently confider, that, as he is a long
lived animal, fo 'tis his peculiar property to 
grow as long as he lives. You fee I am a poor, 
little, feeble creature; yet am I much more ter
rible to the Crocodile, and more ufcful to the 
country, than you are. I attack him in the 
egg; and while you are contriving for months 
together, how to get the better of one Croco
dile, and all to no purpofe, I effeCtually de
llroy fifty of them in a day. 

FABL E 
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F A B L E XXX\1. 

T!ze TulijJ and the Roje. 

A Tulip and a Rofe happened to be nea1 
neighbours in the fame garden. They 

were both indeed extremely beautiful; yet the 
Rofe engaged confiderably more than an equa1 
fhare of the gardiner's attention. Enamoured, 
as in truth he ·was, of the delicious odour it 
diffufed; he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip, 
to be always killing and careffing it. The en
vy and jealoufy of rival beauties are not eafily 
to be concealed. The Tulip, vain of its exter
nal charms, and unable to bear the · -thought 
ofbeing forfaken for another, remonfl:rated iu 
thefe words againfl: the gardiner's partiality. 
Why are my beauties thus neg1e8:ed? Are not 
my colours m0re bright, mo-re various., and 
more inviting, than any w'hich that red-faced 
Thing has to difplay? Why then is jhe to en
grofs yo·ur whole affeB:ion, -and thus for ever 
to be preferred?-Be not diifatisfyed, my fair 
Tulip, faid the gardiner; I acknowledge thy 
beauties, and admire them as they deferve~ 
But there are found in my fai 'Our.ite Rofe fucb 

.N ?, att.rac-
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attratlive odours, fuch internal charms, that I 

enjoy a banquet in their fragrance, which no 

mere beauty can pretend to furni£h. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 

The Woodcock, and the MallaTd. 

AW oodcock and a Mallard were feeding to
gether in fome marlliy ground at the tail 

of a mill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamilli Wood

cock, in what a voracious and beafl:ly manner 

do you devour all that comes before you! Nei

ther fnail, frog, toad, nor any kind of filth, can 

efcape the fury of your enormous appetite. 

All alike goes down, without meafure and with

out dijtinction.-What an odious vice is Gluttony! 

Good-lack! Reply' d the l\!Iallard, pray how 

came you to be my accufer? And whence has 

your exceffive delicacy a right to cenfure my 

plain eating? Is it a crime to fill one's belly? 

Or is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleafed 

with the food which nature offers us? Surely 

I would fooner be charg' d with gluttony, than 

with that finical and fickly appetite, on which 
you 
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you are pleafed to ground your fuperiority of 
lafle.-What a filly vice is daintinifs! 

Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpec
tive paffions, our epicures parted with a mutual 
contempt. The Mallard hafring to devour 
fome garbage, which was in reality a bait, im
mediately gorged an hook thro' mere greedi
nefs and overfight: while the Wood-cock, fly
ing tluo, a glade, in order to feek his favourite 
juices, was entangled in a net, fpread acrofs it 
for that purpofe: falling each of them a facrificc 
to their dijfe1:ent, but equal, foibles. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 

The two Tro.uts and the Gudgeon. 

A Fifherman, in the month of may, frood an
gling on the banks ofThames, with an ar

tificial fly. He threw his bait with fo Jnuch 
art, that a young Trout was rufhing towards it, 
when fhe w~s prevented by her mother. Never, 
faid lhe, my child, be too precipitate, where 
there is a poffibility of danger. Take due time 
to confider, before you rifk an action that may 
be fatal. How know you whether yon appear-

N 4 ancc 
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ance be indeed a fly, or the fnare of an enemy?
Let fome one elfe make the experiment before 
you. If it be a fly, he very probably will elude 
the firfl: attack: and then the fecond may be 
made, if not with fuccefs, at leafl: with fafety.
She had no fooner uttered this caution than a 
Gudgeon feiz' d upon the pretended fly, and 
became an example to the giddy daughter, of the 
great importance of her mother's council. 

F A B L E XXXVIII . 

The Stars and the Sky-Rocket. 

A S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, afcend
ed thro' the air, and obferved the iheam 

of light that difl:inguifhed his paiTage, he could 
not forb ear exulting in his elevation, and calling 
upon the Stars to do him reverence. Behold, 
faicl he, what gazing multitudes admire the 
luftre of my train, whilfi all your feeble fparks of 
light pafs unobferved, or difregarded! The Stars 
heard his empty boafi with a filent indignation: 
th e Dog-Star only vouchfafcd to anfwer him. 
How erroneous, faid h e, are thei?- conclufions 
who li:flen to the voice of popular applaufe! 
Tis true. the noyelty of tl r appearance may 

} f0-
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procure to thee moTe admiration then is allotted 
to our daily courfe, although indeed a lafring 
miracle. But do not efrimate thy importance 
by the capricious fancy of mifguided men. 
Know th yfelf to be the ufelefs pageant, the frail 
production of a mortal hand. Even while I 
fpeak, thy blaze is extinguifhed, and thou art 

· funk into oblivion. We, on the other hand, 
were lighted up by heaven for the advantage 
of mankind, and our glory fhall endure for 
ever. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Farmer and his th1-ee Enemies. 

A Wolf, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one e
vening to be foraging in different parts 

of a Farmer's yard. Their firfi effort was pret
ty fuccefsful, and they returned in fafety to 
their feveral quarters: however, not fo happy, 
as to be unperceived by the Farmer's watch
ful eye; who, placing feveral kinds of fnares, 
made each of them his prifoner in the next at
tempt. He firfi took the Hare to taflc, who 
confeffed ilie had eaten a few turnip-tops, mere
ly to f~uisfy her hunger: befo~ght him piteouf-

lv 
j 
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Iy to fpare her life, and promifed never to enter 

his grounds again. He then accofl:ed the Fox; 

who in a fawning obfequious tone, protefied 

that he came into his premifes thro, no other 

motive than pure good will, to reG:rain the 

Hares and other vermin from the plunder of 

his corn; and that, whatever evil tongues might 

fay, he had too great a regard both for him a:r:d 

for jufiice, to be in the leafi capable of any dl f

honeft action. He laft of all examined the W olf, 

what bufinefs brought him within the purlieus 

of a Farmer's yard. The Wolf very impudent

ly declared. it was with a view of deftroying his 

Iambs, to which he had an undoubted right: 
that the Farmer himfelfwas the only felon , who 

robbed the community of Wolves ·of what was 

meant to be their proper food. That this, at 

leafi, was his opinion: and, whatever fate at

tended him, he fhould not fcruple to rifque his 

life in the purfuit of his lawful prey. 

The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter

mined the caufe in the following manner. The 

Hare, faid he, deferves compaffion, for the pe

nitence he fhews, and the humble confeffion 

he has made:-As for the Fox and Wolf, let 

tl:em be hanged together; their crimes them-
'"' felves 
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felves alike deferve it, and are equally heightened 
by the aggravations of hypocrifie and of impu
dence. 

FABLE XL. 

The Snail and the Statue. 

A Statue of the Medicean Venus was ereCted 
· in a grove facred to beauty and the fine 
arts. Its modefi attitude, its elegant proporti
ons, affifl:ed by the fituation in which it was 
placed, attraCted the regard of every delicate 
obferver.-A Snail, who had fixed h.imfelf be
neath the moulding of the pedefl:al, beheld 
with an evil eye the admiration it excited. 
Wherefore, watching his opportunity, he flrove 
by trailing his filthy {lime over every limb and 
feature to obliterate tbofe beauties which he 
could not endure to hear fo much applauded. 
An honefi linnet however who obfcrved him. 
at his dirty work, took the freedom to a!fure 
him that he would infallibly lofe his labour: 
For altho', faid he, to an injudicious eye, thou 
mayH: fully the perfeCtions of this finifhed piece, 
yet a more accurate and clofc infpeClor, vrill ad-

111Ire 
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mire its beauty, thro' all the blemifhes with 

which thou hafi endeavoured to difguife it. 

F A B L E XLI. 

The Water-fall. 

FR 0 lVI the head of a narrow valley that is 

wholly ovedhaded by the growth of trees, 

a large cafcade burfis forth with a luxuriance 

unexpeB:ed. Firfi the current rufhes down a 

precipice with headlong impetuofity; then dafht 

from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along 

by fragme!!ltS of fione or trunks of trees, it af

fumes a milk-white appearance, and fparkles 

thro' the gloom. All is intricacy; all is pro

fufion: and the tide, however ample, appears 

yet more confiderable by the fantallick growth 

of roots that hide the limits of its channel. 

Thus bounding down from one defcent toano

ther, it no fooner gains the level, than it finks 

beneath the earth, and buries all its glory at 

our feet. 

A fpeB:ator, privy to the fcanty fource which 

furnifhed out this grand appearance, flood one 

day in a mufing pofiure., and began to mora
lize 
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lize on its prodigality. Ah filly fiream! faid he, 
why wilt thou hafien to exhaufi thy fource, 
and thus wilfully incur the contempt that 
waits on poverty? Art thou ignorant that thy 
funds are by no means equal to this cxpence? 
Fear not, my kind advifer, replyed the gene
rous cafcade: the gratitude I owe my mafier, 
who colleB:ed my rills into a fiream, induces 
me to entertain his friends in the befi manner 
I am able: when alone, I aCt: with more reco~ 
no my. 

F A B L E XLII. 

The Oak and the Sycamore. 

A Sycamore grew betide an Oak; and being 
not a little elevated by the firfi warm days 

in fpring, began to pour forth its leaves apace 1 and to defpife the naked Oak for irifenjibility. 
and want of fpirit. The Oak, confcious of its 
fuperior nature, made this fioical reply. Be 
not, my friend, fo much delighted with the firfi 
addrefs of every fickle zephyr: confider the 
frofis may yet return: do not afford them an 
opportunity to nip thy beauties in their bud, 
if thou covetefi: an equal !hare in all the glories 

of 
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of the riling year. As for me, I only wait to 

fee this genial warmth a little confirmed: and, 

whenever this is the cafe, I !hall perhaps dif

play a majefry that will not eail.ly be lliaken. 

But the tree that appears too fuddenly affected 

by the fi.rfr fav~urable glance of fpring, will ever 

be the firfi to fhed its verdure, and to droop be

neath the frowns of winter. 

F A B L E XLIII. 

The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 

Aw olf ranging over the foreft, came within 

the borders of a fheep-walk; when meet

ing with the fhepherd's Dog, that with a furly 

fort of growl demanded his bufinefs there, he 

thought proper to put on as innocent an ap

pearance as he could, and protefied upon his ho

nou?- that he meant not the leafr offence. I am 

afraid, faid the Dog, the pledge of your honour 

is but a poor depofite for your hone.fly: you mufi 

not take it amifs, if I object to the Security. No 

ilur upon my reputation, replied the Wolf, I 
beg of you. My fenfe of honour is as delicate, 

as my great atchievements are renowned. I 

would not leave a fiain upon my memory for 
the 
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the world. The fame of what are commonly 
called great atchievements is very precious, to be 
fure, returned the Dog; almoft equal to the 
character of an excellent butcher, a gallant 
highway-man, or an expert affaffin. While the 
Dog was yet fpeaking, a lamb happened to firay 
,.vithin reach of our hero. The temptation was 
£hanger than he was able to refifi: He fprung 
upon his prey, and was- fcouring hafiily away 
with it. However the Dog feized, and held him, 
till the arrival of the fhepherd, who took mea
fures for his execution. Juft as he was going 
to difpatch him; I obfervc, fays the Dog, that 
one of your noble atchievemerzts, is the defiruB.ion 
of the innocent. You are welcome to the re
nown, as you are alfo to the reward of it. As 
for me, I fhall prefer the credit of having honejlly 
definded my mailer's property, to any fame you 
have acquired by thus heroically invading it. 

F A B L E , XLIV. 

Tlze Nit!fl~Toom and the Acorn. 

A N Acorn fell from the top of an old vene
rable Oak, full on the head of a Mufhroom 

that unhappily fprung up beneath it. Wound-
ed 
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ed by the blow, the mu:lliroom complained of 

the incivility. Impertinent upfl:art, replyed the 

Acorn, why didfi thou, with familiar boldnefs, 

approach fo near to thy fuperiors? :!hall the 

wretched offspring of a dunghill prefume to raife 

its head, on a fpot ennobled by my ancefl:or for fo 

many generations? I do not mean, returned 

the lVIu:lliroom, to difpute the hononr of thy 

birth, ' or to put my own in competition with 

it. On the contrary, I mufl: acknowledge that 

I hardly know from whence I fprung. But fure 

' tis merit, and not mere ancefl:ry, that obtains 

the regard of thofe, whofe approbation is truly 

valuable. I have littLe perhaps to boafi, but 

furely thou who hafl: thus infulted me, canfl: 

have no pretence to any. I pleafe the palates 

of mankind, and give a poignant flavour to 

their mofl: elegant ente rtainments; while thou, 

with all thy boa.fied ancefl:ry, art fit to fatten 

Hogs alone. 

FA BL E 
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F A B L E XLV. 

Wijdom and Selfijlmejs. 

A S Wijdom, in the form of a beautiful young 
lady, was tra veiling along the road, it 

happened, on a time, that fhe was benighted 
and lofi her way. She however had not wan
dered far, when perceiving a light glimmer 
from a window at fome difiance, fhe endeavour
ed to direB: her fieps towards the houfe where 
it appeared. This proved to be no other than 
the miferable abode of Seljij!mefs; who, beneath 
the femblance of a churliih and clofe-fified pea-
1 ~mt, had long taken up his re£idence in this lone
fom habitation. She knocked at the door, to en
quire her way. The Lout opened it with cau, 
tion; but, being immediately firuck with the 
uncommon lu:flre of fo fine a figure, he found 
ltis appetite awake, and became impatient for 
the gratification of it. Wijdom, on the other 
hand, feeling an utter detefiation for him, 
would have willingly withdrawn herfelf; but 
alas! it was too late. He took advantage of 
her difirefs; feized, and forced her to his bed. 

0 Nine-
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Nine months afterwards fhe was delivered of a 
fquint-eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto whom fhe 
never could be induced to fhew any marks of 
natural affection. She would not even own 
him for her proper offspring; and he was put 
into the hands of Dullnejs, to be nurfed and edu
cated at her difcretion. As he arrived to years 
of maturity, he was known by the name of Cun
nzng. Some faint refemblance he bore of his 
MotheT, procured him a degree of refpeB: among 
-perfons of fmall difcernment; and he £hewed 
fomewhat of her addrefs in regard to lhe means 
by which he gained his ends; but he had fo 
n1uch of the Father, as never to extend his aims 
to any truly noble or facial atchievement. 

F A B L E XLVI. 

The Toad and the Gold-Fijl~. 

A S a Gold-Fifh, newly brought from the 
warm regions of the eaft, difplayed his 

beauties in the fun; a Toad, who had long eyed 
him with no fmall degree of envy, broke out 
into this exclamation. How partial and how 

-fantafiick is the favour of mankind! regardlefs 
of every excellence that is obvious and familiar; 

and 
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and only :!huck with what is imported from a 
difl:ant climate at a large expence! What a pom
pous bafon is here confl:ruB:ed, and what ex
treme fondnefs is here fhewn, for this infignifi
cant firanger! When a quadntpede of my impor
tance is negleB:ed, lliun' d, and even perfecuted. 
Surely were I to appear in China, I :fhould re
ceive the fame or perhaps greater honours than 
are lavi:lhed here upon this tinfel favourite. · 

The Gold-Fifh, confcious of his real beauty, 
Jnd fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo 
very unfightly and deform' d a creature, made 
this rational reply. It mufl: be confeffed that 
the opinions of men, are fometimes guided by 
the caprice you mention. Yet, as for me and 
the refl: of my tribe, it is well known that if we 
are admired in England, we are not lefs ad
mired at home: being there efl:eemed by the 
greatefi mandarins, fed by fiated officers, and 
lodged in bafons as fuperb as any your nation 
has to boafl:. Perhaps then, notwithfianding 
your fage remark, there are fome virtues and 
fome qualities that pleafe or difgufi almofi uni
verfally; and as innocence joined to beau.ty feldom 
fails to procure efieem, fo malice added to de-
formity will caufe as general a deteftation. 

0 ~ FABLE 
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F A B L E XLVJI. 

The Hermit. 

A Certain Hermit had [cooped his ca:ve near 

the fummit of a lofty mountain, from 

whence he had an opportunity of furveying a 

large extent both of fea and land. He fat, one 

evening, contemplating with pleafure on the 

various objeCts that lay diffufed before him. 

The woods were dre!l in the brighteR: verdure; 

the thickets adorned with the gayefi b.Iofi'oms. 

The birds caroled beneath the branches; the 

lambs frolicked around the meads; the peafant 

whifiled befide his team; and the fhips driven by 

gentle gales were returning fafely into their 

proper harbours. In fhort, the arrival of fpring 

had doubly enlivened the whole fcene before 

his eye; and every objeCt yielded a difplay ei~ 

ther of beauty or of happinifs. 

On a fudden arofe a violent fiorm. The 

winds muftered all their fury, and whole forcfis 

of oak lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs 

inHantly fucceeded; hailfiones and ram were 
poured 
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poured forth in cataracts, and lightning and 
thunder added horror to the gloom. 

And now the fea piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the largefl: veffels; while the horrid uproar 
of its waves drowned the fhrieks of the wretch
ed mariners. When the whole tempefl: had 
exhaufl:ed its fury, it was infl:antly followed by 
the fhock of an earthquake. 

The poor inhabitants of the neighbouring vil
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave; 
fully convinced, that his well-known fanctity 
would be able to protect them in their difirefs. 
They were, however, not a little furprifed at 
the profound tranquility that appeared in his 
countenance. " My friends, faid he, be not 
difmayed. Terrible to me, as well as to you, would 
have been the war of elements we have juH: be
held; but that! have meditated with fo much at
tention on the various works of Providence, as 
to be perfuaded that his goodnefs is equal to his 
ower. P 

, 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XLVIII. 

The Dove. 

A Dove that had a mate and young ones, 
happening to fpy her cage-door open, was 

driven by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an 
adjacent grove. There, perched upon the 
bough of a fycamore, fhe fat as it were wrapt in 
deep contemplation; not recovering from her 
reverie, until the owner drew nigh unfeen, and 
brought her back to her little family. 

Art thou not afhamed then, fays her mate, 
thus to defert thy helplefs offspring? Art thou 
not bafe, to abandon me, for the company oi 
birds to whom thou art a £hanger? Could I 
have harboured fuch a thought? I, v,·ho haye 
been ever confiant to our firft engagement; and 
muft have dyed of mere defpair, hadft thou not 
returned to my embraces? But how, <J.las, return
ed! Not, as it feems, by choice; but enfnared 
by dint of artifice, and brought hither by con
fhaint. 

Have patience, replied the rambler, and hear 
the 
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the plea of thy repentant mate. Witnefs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paffes 
in the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this un
happy moment, I felt a wifh to part from 
thee! The door, fo feldom open, allowed but 
one moment for deliberation, and I happened 
to decide amifs. When remov€d to yonder 
wood, the air of liberty breathed fo very f\Yeet, 
that, with horror I fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe 
about returning to the cage. Pardon, I pray 
thee, this one crime, and be well affured I will 
relapfe no more. And that thou mayfi be the 
more induced to pardon it, know that the love 
of liberty burns ever the fl:rongefi, in bofoms 
that are mofl: prone to conjugal affection and 
the love of young. 

F A B L E XLIX. 

The Nightingale and the Bullfinch. 

A Nightingale and a Bullfinch occupied two 
cages in the fame apartment. The Night

ingale perpetually varied her fang, and every 
c.ffort £he made, afforded frefh entertainment. 
The Bullfinch always whifiled the fame dull 
tune that he had learnt, 1till all the family grew 

0 4 weary 



2oo 0 RIG IN A L FA B L E S. 

weary of the difgufHul repetition. What is 

the reafon, faid the Bullfinch one day to his 

neighbour, that your fongs are always beard 

with peculiar attention, while mine, I obferve, 

are almoil: as wholly difregarded? The reafon, 

replyed the Nightingale, is obvious; your au

dience are fufficiently acquainted with every 

note you have been taught, and they know your 

natural abilities too well, to expect any thing 

new from that quarter. How then can you fup

pofe they will: liflen to a fongil:er, from whom 

nothing native or original is to be expeB:ed? 

F A B L E L. 

The Fighting Cocks, and the Turkey. 

T W 0 Cocks of the genuine game-breed, 

met by chance upon the confines of their 

refpeltive walks. To fuch great and heroick fouls, 

the fmalleil: matter imaginable affords occafion 

for difpute. They approach each other with 

pride and indignation; they look defiance; they 

crow a challenge; and immediately commences 

a long and bloody battle. It was fought on 

both fides with fo much courage and dexterity· 

they gave and they received fuch deep and def-
perate 
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perate wounds; that they both lay down upon 
the turf utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled. 
While this was their fituation, a Turkey that 
had been a fpe8:ator of all that paffed between 
them~ drew near to the field of battle, and re
proved them in this manner. ""How foolifh and 
abfurd has been your quarrel, my good neigh
bours! A more ridiculous one could fcarce 
have happened, amongfi the mofi contentious 
of all creatures~ men. Becaufe you have crowed 
perhaps in each other's hearing, or that one of 
you has picked up a grain of corn upon the 
territories of his rival, you have both rendered 
yourfelves miferable for the remainder of your 
d 

, 
ays. 

F A B L E LI. 

The Kingjijher and the Sparrow. 

AS a King-fifher was . fitting beneath the 
fhade, upon the banks of a river; fhe was 

furprifed on a fudden by the fluttering of a 
Sparrow, that had eloped from the neighbour
ing town, to vifit her. When the firH compli
ments were over, "' How is it poffible, faid the 
Sparrow, that a bird fo finely adorned, can 

think 
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think of fpending all her days in the very depth 

of retirement! The golden plumage of your 

breafi, the fhining azure of your pinions, 

were never given you to be concealed, but to 

attraCt the ~vonder of beholders. Why then 

fhould you not endeavour to know the world, 

and be, at the fame time, yourfelf, bou known 

and admired?" You are very complaifant at 

lea!l:, replyed the King-fifher, to conclude that 

my being admired, would be the confequence of 

my being known. But it has fomctimes been 

my lot, in the lonefom vales that I frequent, 

to hear the complaints of beauty that has been 

neglected; and of worth that has been dcfpifed. 

Poffibly it does not always happen, that even 

Juperiour excellence is found to excite admiration 

or obtain encouragement. I have learn'd be

fides, not to build my happinefs upon the opi

nion of others; fo much as upon my ov,.:n con· 

viB:ion, and the approbation of my own heart. 

Remember, I am a King-fifher; thefe woods and 

:fireams are my delight; and fo long as they are 

free from winds and tempefl:s, believe me, I am 

perfeB:ly content with my fituation. Why 

therefore fhould I court the noife and bufile of 

the world, which I find fo little agreeable to my 

native difpofition? It may be the joy of a Sparrow 
to 
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to indulge his curiofity, and to difplay his elo
quence. I, for my part, love filence, privacy, 
and contemplation; and think that Every-one 
fhould confult the native biafs of his temper, 
before he chufes the way of life in which he 
expeCts to meet with happinefs. 

F A B L E LII. 

The Bee and the SjJider. 

ON the leaves and flowers of the fame ilu-ub, 
a Spider and a Bee purfued their fevcral 

occupations; the one covering her thighs with 
honey, the other di:ftending his bag with poi
fon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye oblique
ly at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen on 
the fuperiority of her produCtions. And how 
happens it, faid he, in a peevifh tone, that I am 
able to colleCt nothing but poifon, from the felf 
fame plant that fupplies thee with honey? My 
pains and indufiry are not lefs than thine; in 
thofe refpeets, we are each indefatigable. It 
proceeds only, replyed the Bee, from our op
pofite tempers and conftitution. The benevo
lence and fweetnefs of my difpofition gives a 
fimilar flavour to every thing I touch; whereas 

thy 
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thy malignity turns even that to poifon, which 

by a different procefs had been the purefi: of 

honey. 

INDE X 



I N D E X 
T 0 THE 

F I R S T B 0 0 K. 

F A B L E I. 
The Trees and the Bramble. THE mofl worthlifs perfons are generally the mojt 

prifuming. 

F A B L E II. 
The Frogs defiring a King. 

' Tis better to bear with Jome dejeEls in a mild and gen
tle government, than to rifque the greater evils of ty
Tanny and perfecution. 

F A B L E III. 
TheW olf and the Shepherds. 

We Jeverely cenfure that in others, which we ourfelves 
praElife withou# fcruple. 

F A B L E IV. 
The Belly and the Members. 

The Jolly of wijhing to withold our part from the Jup
port of civil fOVemment . 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E V. 
The Fox and the Swallow. 

vVe jhould well con:fider, whether the removal of a pre
Jent evil does not tend to introduce a gTeater. 

F A B L E VI., 

The Fox' and the Raven. 

WhercveT flattery gains admifjion, it Jeems to banijh 
comrnonfenfe. 

F A B L E - VII. 
The Fox and the Stork.. 

We jhould always r~jlefl, bifore we Tally another, whe
ther we can bear to have the jeflTetorted. 

F A B L E VIII. 
The .Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed wit, 
or borrowed money, genemlly Jubjeels us at lafl to 
tenfold ridicule. 

F A B L E IX. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 

Thoje whu do not feel the fentiments of humanity, r.ui!L 
jeldom lijten to the pleas of reajon. 

F A B L E X. 

The Mountain in Labour. 

To rajfe uncommon expectations, renders an ordinmy 
event. ridiculous. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XI. 
The Boys and the Frogs. 

, Tis unjzyt and cruel to raife ourfclves mirth, at the expence of another·' s peace or happinifs. 
F A B L E XII. 

The Lark and her Young-ones. 
To rely principally upon our own diligence, in m.atters that concern ourfelves alone. 

F A B L E XIII. 
. The Stag drinking. 

The falfe ejlimate we often make in preferring our ornamental talents, to our ife jul ones. 
F A B L E XIV. 

The Swallow and other Birds. 
Some will li.ften to no conviction, but what they derive from fatal experience. 

F A B L E XV. 
The Afs and the Lap-dog. 

The jolly of attempting to recommend ourfelves, by a behaviour foreign to our character. 
F A B L E XVI. 

The Lion and the :Moufe. 
lVe may all need the cif[ljlance of our inferioun; and jlwuld by no means confider the meanejl among them, as wholly incapable of retumin' an obligation • 

• 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XVII. 

The Wolf and the Crane. 

, Tis the utmqft extent qf Jome mens gratitude, baTely to 

refrain from opprdfing and injw·ing their bens

jaaon. 

F A B L E XVIII. 

The Country-man and the Snake. 

The jolly qf conje1·ring either jJower upon the mifchie

vous, or favours on the undiferving. 

F A B L E XIX. 

The Dog and the Shadow. 

That an over-greedy difpofition often JubjeCls us to loje 

what we already pqjfejs. 

F A B L E XX. 

The Sun and the Wind. 

Gentle means, on many occafions, are more iffeelual 

than violent oues. 

F A B L E XXI. 

TheW olf and the Mafiiff. 

That a mere competence with liberty, is prefe-rable ta 

Jervitude amid the greatejt ajfluence. 

F A B L E XXII. 

Fortune and the School-boy. 

lVe are always ready to cerifurefortune for the iLl if[e& 

of our Otf!n carelif!ufs. _ . 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
The Frog and the Ox. 

The fill; ambition to vie with ozwjztperi01-s, in Tegard 
to outwm·d figure, rathe1· than inwaTd accomp!ijh
m erzts, is often the caife of utter rui·n. 

F A B L E XXIV. 
The Lion and other BeaH:s hunting. 

T!t e great imprudence of an qjfociation with too power
ful allies. 

F A B L E XXV. 
The Ant and the Fly. 

The independence acquired by indujt.,-y, jn·ejemble to 
tlze mofl fpfendid flate of vqj[alage. 

F A B L E XXVI. 
The Bear and the two Friends. 

Cowards incajJable of true fi·iendjhip. 

F A B L E. XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 

T'h e leafl confider able of all mankind are jeldom defli ... 
lute of Jclfimportance. 

F A B L E XXVIII 
The Wafp and the Bees. 

T'lte jolly of arrogating to ourfelves, woTks, qf whicl~ 
rve aTe by no means cajJable. 
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I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXIX . 
. The old Man and Death . 

. i\Ien under calamity may Jeem to wijh for death, L ut they 
jeldom bid him welcome when he flares them in the 
face. 

F A B L E XXX. 
The Court and the Country-J\IIoufc. 

That even poverty with peace is preferable to the great .. 
eft ajfluence (J]nidjt anxiety. 

F A B L E XXXI. 
The Fox and the Goat. 

That, when we are going to encounter difficulties, Wt 

jlwuld depend more upon our own jtrength than tht 
affiftance of our neighbours. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 

T!ufe who keep bad company, mujt often expect to]tif[er 
for the rnijbehaviour of their companions. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Oak and the Willow. 

The courage of meeting death in an honourabLe cauje, 
is rnore commendable than any addrejs or artifice we 
can make 1fle of to evade it. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Boy and the Filberts. 

T hejurfjl way to gain our ends, is to moderate our defires. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E · XXXV. 

The Satyr and the Traveller. 
lVe.f!wuld immediately decline all commerce with a per

Jon we find to be a double-dealer. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Horfe and the Stag. 

Let revenge be ever Jo Jweet, 'tis too dear a purchaje at 
the price of liberty. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Farmer and his Sons. 

That ind'lUl7J is itjelj a treafure. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Lion and the Gnat. 

That little minds are Jo much elevated by any advan
tage gained over their Jitperiours, as to be immediate~ 
Ly throum iff their guard againfl a judden chan:ge 
of fortune. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The l\Iifer and his Treafure. 

'Tis the enjoyment of what we pqjfefs that alone gims it 
any reaL value. 

F A B L E XL. 
Minerva's Olive. 

Whatever fancy may determine, the flanding value of 
all things is in jJroportion to their zife. 
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I N D E X. 

F A B L E XLI. 

The Mimick and the Country-man. 
There is no enor too estravagant,jor prepr?!fdfion and 

jJartiality . 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Dog and the Crocodile. 

'Tis ever dangerous to be long converfant with jmju11s 
of a bad character. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The Wolf in difguife. 

There would be little chance of detecting hyjJocTify, wert 
it not always addzftul to over-act its jJart. 

F A B L E XLIV. 
The Bee and the Spider. 

Neither ingenuity nor lean~ing are entitled to Tegard, 
bu.t in proportion as they contTibute to the happir~ifs 
of life. 

F A B L E XLV. 
The Afs and his ~1Iafl:er. 

That avarice often m!Jfes its jJoint, thro' the means it 
tifes to Jecure it. 

F A B L E XLVI. 
The Cock and the Fox. 

To 1·etort the artifice emjJ!oyed againjl us, is an allow
able jJart qf Jelfdefence. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The Eagle and the Crow. 

A. falfe eflimatl! ~~ our own abilities, ever e.\pqfes us to 
1·idicule, and Jometimes to danger. 

F A B L E XL VIII. 
The Farmer and the Stag. 

Some e:>r.jJecl the thanks that m-e due to a civility, while 
they endeavour clandejlinely to undermine the valut 
of it. 

F A B L E XLIX, 
The Lion, the Tiger, and the Fox. 

The intempemte rage of clients gives tlz e lawyer an op
portunity of J eizing tlze jJroperty in dijjJute. 

F A B L E L. 
The Lion and the Afs. 

A total neglell is the beJl Teturn the generous can make 
to the jc urrility of the baje. 

F A B L E LI. 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

'Tis ever imjmulent to Join znterdl;s with thrfe who a7'e 
able to impofe upon us their own conditions. 

F A B L E LIT. 
The Trumpeter. 

The jomente1· of mijclziif, is at leafl as wljJable as he 
who jJUts it in e.wwtion. 
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I N D E X. 

F A B L E LIII. 

Vjce and Fortune. 
That j01·tune, without the concurrence of vice, cannot ef

f ectually dejlToy our happinifs: whereas ·uice, without 
the help of f ortune, can make us miferable to the lafl 
extreme. 

F A B L E LIV. 
The Bear and the Bees. 

'Twere more prudent to acqniifce under· an injury from 
a Jingle perfon, than by an act of vengeance to bring 
upon us the refentment of a whole community. 

I N D E X 
T 0 THE 

S E C 0 N D B 0 0 K. 

F A B L E I. 
The 1\tliller, his Son, and their Afs. 

THE necdfity of pwfuing the dictates of one's reajon) 
in:flead of attemjJting to plwje all mankind. 

F A .B L E II. 
The Sorcerefs, 

There are numbers of people that would unhinge tht 
world, to eafe themjelves ofthejmallefl inconvenienc 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E III. 
The Cameleon. 

The dijfeHnt lights in which things apjJear to dijferent 
judgments, recommend candor to the opinions of o
th(rs, even at the time that we retain our own. 

F A B L E IV. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 

The young and artlifs jlzould make caution Jupply the 
place of years and experience. 

F A B L E V. 

The Fox and the Bramble. 

TtVe jlzould bear with jJatience a jinall evil, when it is 
connected with a greater good. 

F A B L E VI. 
The F ale on and the Hen. 

Different kinds of experience, account for dijferent kinds 
of conduct. 

F A B L E VII. 
The Travellers and the Money-bag. 

lVe cannot reafonably expect tlu?fe to bear a part in our 
ill-fortune, whom we neve1· permitted to }!tare in our 
jJrofj;erity. 

F A B L E VIII. 
The difcontented Afs. 

lrVe greatly diminijh the happinefs of life, by under-va
luing all that is jhort of jJe?fittion. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E IX. 
The two Springs. 

TheH is more to be exjJeCled from Jedate and filent, than 
from noify, turbulent, and oflentatious beginnings. 

F A B L E X. 
The Butterfly and the Rofe. 

ltVe esdaim loudly agairift that inc01~jtancy in another, 
to which we oTiginally gave occafion, by ou1· own ... 

F A B L E XI. 
The Tortoife and the two Ducks. 

Cz~riqfity often e.xcites thqfe jJeojJle to hazm-dous under
takings, whom vanity and indifcretion render totally 
unfit for them. 

F A B L E XII. 
The Cat and the old Rat. 

Repeated inflances of artifice, create a fiifpicion that is 
our guard againfl it. 

F A B L E XIII. 
The Country-maid and the Milk-pail. 

lVhen we dwell much on dijtant and chimerical advan
tages; we neglect our prifent bufinefs, and are e:-.jJO
fed to 1·eal misfortunes. 

F A B L E XIV. 
The Cormorant and the Fi:fhes. 

~Tis ext1-enze Jolly to ajk advice of an interr:fled adviji r. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XV. 
The Atheifl: and the Acorn. 

H e who difputes the exijlence of a deity, will find him
jelj confuted by every part of natuu. 

F A B L E XVI. 
The Lynx and the Mole. 

1Ve jlwuld uje the talents that nre allotted, and a?'C 
mqfl Juitable, to ourfj;ecies; hflead of difj;amging t!ufe 

faculties, that are as projJerly adapted to another. 
F A B L E XVII. 

The Spider and the Silk-worm. 
l-Ie that is employed in works of 1fle, generally advan

tages himfeif or· others; while he who toils alone for 
fame, m1ljt often e.~jJetl to lofe his labour. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Bee <rnd the Fly. 

The greatt;fl genius with a vindictive temper, is Jar 
fiwpajt in jJOint of hap pinifs by men of talents Lejs 
confidera ble. 

F A B L E XIX. 
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 

That there m·efcw thingsfo irreparably lqfl, as rejJutation. 
F A B L E XX. 

The Court of Death. 
Intemj;erance, is the great and original cmife, that 

generally jlwrtens human life. 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XXI. 
Indufiry and Sloth. 

Our term of life does not allow time, for long-jJ?·otraeled 
deliberations. 

F A B L E XXII. 

The Hare's ears. 

A prudent peifon will not only preferve his innocence, 
but avoid the corifequence of anyjeeming handle he 
may afford to his opprdfor. 

F A B L E XXIII. 

The Hermit and the Bear. 

The random zeal of inconjiderate friends, is often as 
hurtful as the wrath of enemies. 

F A B L E XXIV. 

The Paffenger and the Pilot. 

vVe are no where out of the reach of providence, either 
to punijh or to protect us. 

F A B L E XXV. 

The partial Judge. 
The znjurzes we do, and thoje we Jziffer, are feldom 

weighed in the fame Jcales. 

F A B L E XXVI. 

The Fox that had lo.fl: his Tail. 

·Tis common for men to wijh othen reduced to their 
own level; and we ought to guard againfl juch ad
vice, aJ may proceed from this principle. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XX VII. 
The Nobleman and his Son. 

The means Juggefled by Juperjtition to Jecnre us from 
misfortune, often bring it upon our heads. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
Jupiter and the Herdfman. 

TVc1·e ozir ill-judged prayers to be always gmnted, how 
many would be ruined at their own requfjl! 

F A B L E XXIX. 
The Eagle and the Owl. 

The partiality of parents, often m,akes thmifelves ridicu-.. 
lous, and their children unhappy. 

F A B L E XXX. 
The Plague among the Beafis. 

The poor and lzelpl~fs undergo thqfe jJUnijhments jm· 
final! and trivial qffences; which the rich and power
ful ifcape, for crimes of a much blacker nature. 

F A B L E XXXI. 
The Cat, the Cock, and a young Moufe. 

If we tru.fl merely to outwanl ajJpearances, we }hall of 
ten e11 in di.flinguijhing betwixt ow· enemies and our 
friends. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The F:1rmer and his Dog. 

The greater room there appears for rifefltment; the more 
careful jhould we be, not to acczife an innocent peifon. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Gnat and the Bee. 

J1 n expqflulate to little purj_Jcfe, when their own exam
ple confutes their argument. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 

v"\:mTOW minds think the jyjlem, of the uniVe?je jhould 
have been contrived to juit thenifelves alone. 

F A B L E XXXV. 
The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox. 

J1fen who nuditalt. mifchiej, Jugge.fl thejame to others; 
and generally pay dear for their froward gratifica
tions. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Blind Man and the Lame. 

The wants and weaknefs of individuals form the con
nexions of jociety. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Lion, the Bear, and the Monkey. 

It is often more jJrudent to JujJjJrejs ouTjentiments, thmt 
either to flatter, or to rail. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Owl and the Nightingale. 

, Tis natural for a jJedant to defjJife thoje arts which jJO
lijh our manners, and would extirpate pedantry. 



I N D E X. 
F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Caterpillar. 
Boys of no ve1y promi.fing apjJeamnces, ojtm become tlze 

grcatcjt men. 

F A B L E XL. 
The two Foxes . 

TVe jhould ever guard agai1!ft thoje vices, that are chiefly 
incident to our times of life: excefs and Tiot, whiift we 
are young; and egregious pmjimony, as we gn,w in 
years. 

F A B L E XLI. 
The conceited Owl. 

Schemes of ambition, without jJrop.er talents, always ter
minate in difgrace. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Fox and the Cat. 

Peifons may write fine fy.flems of nwrality, who never 
pmctifed a jingle virtue. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The two Horfes. 

Tlte object of our p1·ide, is often the caufe of our misfor
tunes. 

F A B L E XLIV. 
The Dove and the Ant. 

'flu mofl imjJortant acts of gratitude are oft jmformed 
by the mofl unLikely iriflTummts. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XLV. 

The Parrot. 

Gmvity, tho' Jometimes the mien of wifilom, zs often 

found to be the 1najk of ignorance. 

F A B L E XLVI. 

The Cat and the Bat. 

Inclination Jeems to have got the Jlart of duty, when we 

Jeek to find it, in books of cajuijtry. 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The two Lizards. 

The Juperior Jajety of an obfcure and humble Jlation is a. 
ballance for the honors of high and envyed life. 

F A B L E XL VIII. 

Jupiter's I.ottery. 

Folly jJaffing with men for wifdom, makes each content

ed with his own jhare of underjlanding. 

F A B L E XLIX. 

The Litigious Cats. 

The Scales of Judicature are feldom poijed, 'till there is 

little or nothing 'remazns in either. 

F A. B L E L. 

The two Dogs. 

Our own moderation will not fecu,-e us from dijturbance, 

if we connect ourjelves with men of turbulent and 

litigious difjJO.fitions. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E LI. 
Death and Cupid. 

The young jhould not ael, as tho' they were exempt from 
Death; nor the old forget to guard aga.injt the fool
eries of Love. 

F A B L E LII. 
The Mock-Bird. 

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in peifons who 
prffefs no one talent bejide. 

F A B L E LIII. 
The SpeB:acles. 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as tho' 
each Jaw them thro' a dijferent medium,· our attach
ment to thife opinions as fix' d and firm, as tho' 
all Jaw them thm' the medium of truth. 

INDEX 



I N D E X 

TO THE 

rr H I R D B 0 0 I{. 

F A B L E I. 

The Red-breaft and the SparrOIY. 

THAT imitation may be pardonable, where emulation 
would be prifumptuou,s. 

F A B L E II. 
The two Bees. 

The advantages of moderation, and extreme fall)' of 
intemperance. 

F A B L E III. 

The Diamond and the Glo\V-'\VOrm. 

That a flrong point of light, is as favoumble to merit, 
as it is dejtrueli·ue to impojtuu. 

F A B L E IV. 

The O.fhich and the Pelican. 

That the pleajures of j;m-ental fondnejs, make large a
mends for all its anxitties. 

F A B L E V. 
The Hounds in Couples. 

Tkat mutual compliances are neciffary to matrimonial 

haj;pinejs. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E VI. 
The Mifer and the Mag-pic. 

Atfen are jeldom found to condemn them ]elves; otherwjfe 
than by the cerifures they pafs upon their own faults, 
in other people. 

F A B L E VII. 
The Senfitive Plant and the Thifilc. 

That both a mild difpojition, and a vindictive temper, 
generally meet with juitable returns. 

F A B L E VIII. 
The Poet and the Death-watch. 

1'he Juggejtions of vanity are as delujive as tlzoje of 
JujJerjlition. 

F A B L E IX. 
Pythagoras and the Critic. 

The jolly of eflimating the works of others, by the ]ole 
jtandard of our own conceptions. 

F A B L E X. 
The Bear. 

The rudenefs of con.fidering religious opinions, as the 
proper object of ridicule. 

F A B . L E XI. 
The Stork and the Crow. 

The weaknefs of placing the dfince of religion, in the 
mere obferuance of rites and ceremonies. 
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I N D E X. 
F A B L E XII. 

Echo and the Owl. 
The vain believe their imaginary perfections to engrofs 

the attention of all mankind. 

F A B L E XIII. 
Prometheus. 

The blifling of hope is better adapted to the .flate of mor
tals, than the gift of prifcience. 

F A B L E XIV. 
Mom us. 

That it is hardly poJ!ible to deprive malevolence of ever] 
occajion for a cavil. 

F A B L E XV. 
The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 

Fops may boa.fl of their extenjive travels, but 'tis only 
a few difcerning perfons that make the jJroper 1.f[e of 
them. 

F A B L E XVI. 
. The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower. 

The jolly of rejting infecond caujes, without refirena 
to the firfl. 

F A B L E XVII. 
. The Mag-pie and the Raven. 

The fop who prides himfeif upon a large acquaintance, 
is but Jeldom capable of real friendjhip. 
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I N D E X. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Diamond and the Load-fione. 

That the greatefl merit is often concealed undeT the nwfl 
unpromijing appearances. 

F A B L E XIX. 
The Boy and the Nettle. 

T!w·e are ceTtain perfons who require 'to be treated m
ther with Jpirit and rejolution, than eitheT tendernefs 
or delicacy. 

F A B L E XX. 
The Moniter in the Sun. 

The fault r.ue many times impute to a chamtler, is only to 
be found in the mind of the obferver. 

FABLE XXI. 
The difcontented Bee. 

The pleafures of life, were a ballance for the pains; did 
we not encreafe the latter by our own jm-uerfenefs. 

F A B L E XXII. 
The Snipe-Shooter. 

That we often mijs our poin~, by dividing ou1· attention. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 

The mifery of depending ujJon a patron, whoje charity 
has too 111/ztch to do at lwnu. 

Q2 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXIV. 

The Sun and the Vapour. 
Truth, tho, vanjjhed, returns again;.jlander is never 

Of a durable nature. 

F A B. L E XXV. 
Love and Folly. 

That jolly has often too great an influence in the direc-
tion of our amours. · 

F A B L E XXVI. 
The Eclipfe. 

The favours of the great are too often obflrufled, by th~ 
invidious qffices of their mean dependents. 

F A B L E XXVII. 
The Boy and the B~tterf1y. 

An immoderate puifuit of pleajure, is generally dejlntc
tive of its object. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
The Toad and the Ephemeron. 

A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a family, by far lifs 
honorable than an horiefl indujtry. 

F A B L E XXIX. 
The Peacock. 

The j;arade artd ceremony belongi·ng to the great, are 
iften a reflraint upon their freedom and aElivity. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXX. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

]\'eve1· to fjtimate things beyond our 1·eac!t, by the nar-· 
row .ftandard of ou1· own capacities. 

F A B L E XXXI. 
The Elm-tree and the Vine. 

Peoj;le who pride themjelves upon their indej;endence, 
often flight ceconomy, the Jole foundation of it. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Laurufiinus and the Rofe. 

That friend is highly to be rifpeElul at all times, whofi 
friendjhijJ is chiefly dijlinguijhed in advc1jzty. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Seniitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 

That an excifs of delicacy is to be con.fidered rather as 
an infirmity, than as a vi?·tue. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Tentyrites :and the Ichneumon. 

On the facility of conquering many evils at .firJl, which 
being long neglected become unjunnountable. 

F A B L E XXXV. 
The Tulip and the Rofe. 

External beauty will often captivate; but 'tis internal 
merit that Jecures the conr;udf. 



I N D E X~ 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Wood-cock and the Mallard. 

A voracious appetite, and a Jondnefs for dainties, equal
ly take cff our attention from more material concerns. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

A perf on can-hardly be deemed too cautious, where the 
firjt miflake is in-etrievable, or fatal. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Stars and the Sky-rocket. 

The vulgar are captivated by the works of art; but the 
philojopher admires the works of nature. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

That 1 humility extenuates any crime, ~~which hypocrify 
and impudence are equal aggravations. 

F A B L E XL. 
The Snail and the Statue. 

' Tis the fate of envy to attack thoje characters, that are 
Juperiour to its malice. 

F A B L E XLI. 
The Water-fall. 

A generous nature will find rifources in ceconomy, f or 
the occafional exertion of beneficence and hofpita!ity. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Oak and the Sycamore. 

That he who is p1flfed ujJ with the leafl gale of prffpe
rity, will asjuddenlyfink beneath the blafls of misfor
tune. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The Wolf ~nd the Shepherd's Dog. 

That &ammon honejty is a better principle, than what 
we often compliment with the name of heroifm. 

F A B L E XLIV. 
The Mufhroom and the Acorn. 

The nz.an who values hirrifelf too highly upon his birth, 
has jeldom much claim to any other merit. 

F A B L E XLV. 
Wifdom and Selfifhnefs. 

Cunning Jeems to differ from wifdom, more in the end 
that it propofes to iifelj, than in the means that it 
employs. 

F A B L E XI. VI. 
The Toad and the Gold-fifh. 

Beauty joined with innocence is univeifally refpeeled; 
malice added to deformity, as univerjally abhorred. 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The Hermit. 

The goodnefs of providence apparent in-his works, is 
a proper motive for our tranquillity amidfl every 
exertion of his power. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XL VIII. 

The Dove. 

The love of liberty, in well conflituted minds, holds a 

place little infericU'r to that of natural ojfection. 

F A B L E XLIX. 

The Nightingale and the Bull-finch. 

Learning is undoubtrtdly of the utmofl advantage to real 

genius: J'et, when put in competition, the funds of the 

one are limited; and, of the other., inexhaujlible. 

FABLE L. 

The Fighting-Cocks and the Turkey. 

Litigious peifons rauly weigh the caife, together with, 

the confequence, of their impetuofity. 

F A B L E LI. 

The King-fifher and the Sparrow. 

Men's natural temjJers will b¢ direct them to their jJrO

per jphere, inthepurjuit of happinifs. 

F A B L E LIJ. 

The Spider and the Bee. 

That the candid reader will reajJ improvement, whert 

the froward critick finds only matter of ce1ifure. 

F I .V I S. 














