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( V ) 

D E D I C A T I O N. 

To Mifs M----. 

MY DEAR GIRL, 

0 U are now at the 

fame age as my boy 

was, wh~n I wrote this 

book for l1im. 

A ::, I hear 



vi D E D I C A T I O N. 

I hear that you take 

pains to lear11 what is fit 

for you, that you read 

well ~or your age, and do 

in all things as your dear 

. mam-m~ bids · you. 

If you be f o good, we 

fuall all love yot1. 

If you go on to take 

· pains to learn to read 



D E D I C A T I O N. 
. . 

Vll 

well, I will fend you more 

books, and they fhall have 

nice prints in them, fuch 
\ 

as I know you will like. I 

love to pleafe a good child. 

I give you this as a 

mark of my love, and am, 

· My dear, 

rour Friendo 



.. 



( ix ) 

p R E C E. 

ABLES are genera11y pleafing to children. 

Since they are fo; were it not more advifable 

to fopply them with fuch as afford lejfons fuited to 

their age ; than to wafte our time in debating 

whether or no Fable-writing be the moil: defirable 

mode of inihuction ? 

IF I were a!ked the queftion, I fhould anfwer , 

m the negative. 

Bu T let us confider that every book the little 

boy meets with at fchool, will prefent to him Fables., 

which he will feize with avidity as noyelties : Fao 

bles, the moral of which are calculated to give 

an 



P R E F A C E. 

an improper bias to his mind ; had we not then 

better indulge him-(whilft he is in the nurfery) with 

a few that convey fimple Morals adaptoo to the 

duties of childhood ? I think fo; or I had not 

written thefe. 

Rou.ffeau's remarks upon Fables, as making a part 

of the Library for Children,* feem to me j ufi: : mofi: 

of his objeclions militate firongly againfl: all the 

Fables I ever met with, If I did not hope that thefe 

are exempted from his charges I would not offer 

them to the public, frill lefs would I have prefented 

them to the dear little ones for whom they were 

written. 

* :P'fowever miftaken, however detcfiable, many notions of 

Roujfeau's may be; there are ufcful maxims to be gleaned from 

his work refpecting children. l with the wheat were feparated 

from the cha1'. 
There 
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THERE muft always remain one accufation againft 

Fables, namely, Falfehood ; but furely it is eafily 

explained to the children, that it is but their owQ. 

ufual favorite fport of u making heliecve," as they 

call feigning viiits, trading, &c. &c. with no de

fign to deceive; yet, to guard againfl: the fhadow 

of evil, I have been explicit on that pflin.t in fome 

of the dialogues; left the little books fhould fall 

into the hands of any poor friendlefs child, and 

le!fen his regard io truth. Now I mention the 

dialogues, I confefs that I am prepared for ridi

cule, .fhould any but . a tender mother . open my 

volumes. 

I w EA v E nets for in/ells ; and if I fuit my toils 

to my game am I to be derided r Who but ftoops 

with fatisfaB:ion to lead an infant by the hand : 

Who but delights to adapt her fteps to its 1hort 

and unequal paces ? And ihall we be lefs tender, 

Iefs indulgent to the unformed mind r 



.. 
XU P R E F A C E . 

A 1un1c19us mother condefcends to prattle with. 

her children; to mingle in their fports; thus fhe 

infufes ideas in their tender minds, whilft fhe en-

gages their affections ; yet without relinquifhing pa

rental authority. 

No office is mean which concerns the health ( cor

poreal or mental) of the rifing generation. 

WHY then do I make apologies for my infan .. 

tine dialogues ? 

DoEs it proceed from pride? apprehenfive of jefis 

from thofe who are not aware of their ufe > 

Folly! 

Thofi 



P R E F A C E. 
. .. 

Xlll 

THOSi who are engaged in educating an infant, 

will accept them with fatisfaction ; thofe who are 

not, ( nor ever were) will def pife them, and all that 

can be faid in their excufe. 

" NuL de nous n'eft a1lez philofophe pour favoir 

'' fe mettre a la place d'un enfant." 

YET thofe who are mothers muft ftrive to do it; , 

and defy the tlerifion of fuch as - " never had a. -

child." 





( xv . ) 

T Q 

My LITTLE READERS. 

y OU have been good, elfe 

your mam-n1a would not 
) 

have bought a ne,v book for 
r 

you. 

I will tell you a tale. Maf

ter Br~therton was a good child. 

Whe 
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When he was three years 

old, he would bring his book, 

and learn to read. 

He fpelt the words thus, 

b-r-e-a-d b1 ead, and f o 

on. 

He was apt, and fond of his 

book . 
.. 

One day I met \vith [0111 

nice, clear, large print let-ters; 

and 



{ 
.. 

) xvu 

and I cut them out, and 

ftuck them on card; then laid 

them thus, c-a-t cat, 

d-o-o-
b dog; and he faid 

the words at fight. 

Was not this nice ? 

Then 
. . 

mind 1t can1e Ill my 

to print with _ a pen for him· 
' 

fo I made tales of the dog, 

and the cat, ·and fuch iliort 

B words 
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words --- Should you not jump 

for joy ? --- He. did, 

I ihould have fent thefe 

to make a book for you, to 

learn to read in ; but there 

is one now with a name too 

long for you to read (Imperial 

Spelling-Book:) it is full of pr1nts, 

and tales in iliort words ; f o that 

it mufi be joy to a boy or 

girl to learn to read in it. 

I wif11 
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I wifh I had met with f uch 

a book three or four ye~rs 

fince : I fpent a great deal of 

tin1e, for want of fuch an one. 

You all love a book, and 

are fond of prints. 

One day I bought a book 

of Fa-bles ful_l of . prints; but 

I found it \Vas all in <l)erfe : 

it was fad fluff: I could not 

bear the Fa-bles, nor the Mo-

rals. B 2 



( xx ) 

W'illiam (that was the fweet 

b_oy's name) had ·a great mind 

to .know what the Hen faid, 

and what the Ape did; yet 

he was fo good, that he would 

not afk the maids to read to 

him; (as he knew that I did 

not like the book) but 

would look at the prints, and 

talk of then1, and not feezn 

to wi lh to read. 

.,. 

As 
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As he was fo good (if you 
' 

be good, you will be f ure to 
. 

meet with things to pleafe 

you) I wrote fame Fables in 

print, with my pen, to fuit 

the prints~ r 

I told him that I fhould 

not have done this, if he 

had not been f o good. 

Guefs how full of joy he 

was I I think I hear you 

B 3 fay, 
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fay, '' I wiili · I could fee 

'' th ,,, em. -

No.w that is what I am in 

hopes you may. 

" And will there be prints ?u 

That I can not tell : I 

think there will. But if there 

lhould not ; yet you will be 

to have the book ; you 

know that there would 
I have 
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.. 
have been fome, if it had 

been right. 

You mufl learn to take 

things as you :find them --- to 

take with thanks what is 

meant to pleafe you; though it 

rnay not be quite what you 

wifh. 

I wiili my book may have 

prints, as I know it will give 

you 
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you the -more joy ; I am 

glad to pleafe a good child. 

This was wrote to teach you 

to be good. 

If you be good your friends 
will love you. 

If you be good, God will 

blefs you. 

FABLES, 
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F A B L E S, &c. 

DI AL O GUE. 
- -- - - - - ---

LADY. 

CAN Ants fpeak? . 

BOY. 

No Aunt. 

LADY. 

Can Flies talk ? 

BOY. 
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BOY. 

No Aunt. 

-
·LADY. 

-Why then does this Book 

talk of wh~t they fay? , ~ 

BOY. 

I do not know, Aunt. 

LADY. 

I will tell you then, my 
dear. · I • • the write Ill way 

that 



, 
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that I think will pleafe a 
. 

child .. --- You love to read of 

a Fox, a Hen, or a Dog; 

do 'you not? 
/ 

BOY. · 

Yes I do, Aunt. 

LADY. 

Thefe are all to pleafe and 

teach you. There is one of the 

Boys and the Frogs. 

BOY. 
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BOY. 

Pray may I fee it t 

LADY. 
. 

I \\1ill find it for you. ---

There is the print --- look at 

it. Now we will read. 

F1 A BL E 
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. FABLE I. 

'fhe B O Y S and F R O G. 

,SOME Boy; took up fiones 

to pelt a Frog; and t hus 

it faid: 

" Doys I 
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" Boys! why do you pelt 

us? we do not hurt you, nor 

wilh to do • 1t. 

'' You fhould do as you 

would be done by. 

· '' Would you like to have a 

ftone thrown at you ? 

'' Hurt no one ; but be 

kind and good to all. 

• '' Think 
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'' Think what you do; we 

Frogs can feel as well as you 

Boys. We live in this pond, 

and do no harm : be good, 

and leave us here in peace.'~ 

DIALOGUE 
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D I A L O G U E. 

L ·A DY. 

HOW is this? Can Frogs 

fpeak? 

BOY. 

They can croak, and make 

a noife, but they can not 

fpeak; can they, Aunt? 

LADY. 
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LADY. 

No, my dear; but this man 

fays for the Frog, what \Ve 

may think the poor thi~g 

would fay, if it could fpeak. 

BOY. 

Why Aunt? 

LADY. 

To teach · you, my dearg 

I hope you would not hurt 

or vex the things which you 

C meet 



34- FABLE s in Mo Nos Y LL ABLE s. 

meet with. If you do as you 

wi!h to be done by, you will 

be· a good boy ; and we £hall 

all love you. 

BOY. 

I wifh Jack, and Ned, and 

George, to be kind to me : I 
\~ 

wi {h them to let me fee their 

things, and play with them. 

LADY. 
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L. ADY. 

Then you know what you 
~ 
I 

lhould do to pleafe Jack, and 

to pleafe ---

BOY. 

O, yes ! Aunt. I fhould 

lend them my toys and books, 

and what is fit for them to 

have; and I will do fo. 

LADY. 

Good child! 

Ci BO 
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BOY. 

I love to fee them full of 

joy, and fmile, and jump. I 

love that they ihould go out; 

and I love to go out too, when 

there is room for me in the 

Goach; or when I may ride. 

LADY. 

You can not all go at one 

time : you mufl: take your 

turns. But if each of them feel 

joy at the fight of your joy; and 

3 you 



FABLES in MONOSYLLABLES. 37 

you do the fame at theirs; then . 

you know all of _you are glad 

· at once. 

BOY. 

Shall we read the next ?--

What is it? --- 0 dear ! it is 

the Ant
1 

and Fly. Pr .. ay let me· 

read that. 
.I 

C 3 FABLE 
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FA BL E II. 

The A N T and F L Y. 

ONE hot day an Ant and a 

Fly met. 

FLY. 
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FLY. 

How you toil all day I 

ANT. 

And you play all day l 

FLY. 

I do not love to work~ 

AN. T. 

We Ants do. We work hard 

to get food, and to make a fit 

place to lodge "in. 

... C 4 FLY. 
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FLY. 

We Flies frifk in the fun : 
we fing, 

'' Let's be gay; whilft we 
,, .may. 

ANT. 

I lofe my time ; ---~pray 
let me pafs. 

F-ABLE. 
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FABLE III. 

ct'he F A W N and V I N E. 

0 as you are bid at all 

tin1es, though you think 

you 
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you are not feen. Think of 

the Fawn.---It had been well 

' for her if !he had done f o. 

F A B L E. 

A MAN put a Fawn in a 

yard, and f aid to her, 

'' You may eat the grafs, 

and the weeds; but be fure not 

to bite this vine.'' 

FAWN. 
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· FAWN. 

'' I will not hurt a leaf.'9 

Then the Man went out 

and lhut the gate. 

When the Fawn faw that 

he was gone, ihe .faid, 

'' Well! he will not fee me 

now, fo I will pick a few 

leaves, fo that they will not 

b 
. .fl ,, 

e m111. 

When 
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When fhe took hold to bite, 

a dry leaf or two fell off, and 

made a noife. 

Then a Dog, who was near 

to keep the Vine fafe, ran to 

fee what it was. 

DOG. 

0 J I have got you ! 

FAWN. 

Do not hurt me ! - I was 

nut · in here • .I. 
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DOG. 

You were; but you have 

not dol}e as you were bid to 

do ; f o I may eat you. 

FAWN. 

O, me! I wilh I had done 

as I was bid. 

FABLE 
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FABLE IV. 

Cf'he A P E and C A T. 

AN Ape loves to do what 

he has feen done. 

You 
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You love to do what you 

have feen done. 

But you are good ; and do 

not do all that you fee done, 
.or wifu to do; but wait for 

leave. 

An Ape is like a child ; 
but a good child is not like 

an Ape. 

You 
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You love to pleafe the dog; 

and love to fee the cat glad ; 

you run to the cook and beg 

for .. milk to give to her ; you 

would not hurt poor Pufs. 

F A B L ~ 

AN Ape had feen the maids 

roafl: nuts; and he had eat fome, 

and thought they were nice. 

So the 'fi.dl time he had 

fome nuts, he had a great 

mind to roafl: them too. 
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He made a fire in th.e .. yard ; 

it would have made yOll._ laugh 

to .fee him fetch his fii~ks 1 

and his fira vv, and then· fet 
. ./ ' 

fire to the1n with a match. 

Then he threw in his nuts, 

and flood to \-Vatch them~ " 

Bounce f goes one : Pug gave 

a :lkip, and ·went to take it 

out; but he found it too hot 

for hi s hands. 

D " ,Vhat 
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'' What can be done?"' 

faid' he; '' I do not care to 

go in for the tongs. --- 0 ! 

there is the Cat !---Pufs I how 

do you do? -- Wil_I you eat 

"'" a nut r 

'' I thank you;'' faid the 

Cat as :fhe came to him. 
' 

'' You mufl: help me to 

get then1 out, if you · pleafe," 

faid the A p~ ; and took the 

poor 
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poor Cat in his arms : / in vain · 

did £he cry out ; but by good 

luck, the man of the houfe 

faw him, and faid : 
;' . 

'' Hold, Pug I -you .may do 

as you like with vour -own ., . 

paws, - they are ,of n'o ufe · 

,but to play tricks with.-

My Cat makes ufe of her's, 

to catch the . mice and rats, 

which would rob me of my 
corn, my " bread, · and my 
cheefe. "'--
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--Pug t_ook a look at the Man ; 

then he cafl: his eye at the nuts ; 

then he gave a grin ; ftill he 

held the Cat. 

, Then the man faid to him : 

(C Let my Cat go ---- Spare 

her paws, and ufe your 

own· them I can well [pare 
' .&. 

----- but I beg you to fet Pufs 

out of your ar1ns now; ----or 
" 

vvi11 come and drub you well 

with this fiaff r) 
FABLE 



I 
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FABLE V .. 

'.The F O X and the C R O vV. 

CROW had got a piece 

of .Belli ; a Fox who faw 

it, knevv he could not reach 

D3 to 
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to get it fron1 her, as fhe fat 

on a tree ; and the would be 

too wife to come down, as {he 

knew he was a thief. So he 

thought a while, then faid : 

'' What a fine bird l plumes 

as black as jet, \Vhich lbine 

fo bright in the Sun that I 

can fcarce look at them ------

C~n you fing ? -- If your 

. '' voice He would hJ.ve 

faid more, but the Crow was 

fo 
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fo vain as to fet out a fcream, 

and off ran the Fox with the 

meat which fell out of her 

oeak ~ 

D4 FABLE 

, 



/ 
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F' A B: L E VI. 

The DO·G and· the SHADOW. 

A DOG had got a piece of 

fle{h, --- as he went home 

he had to crofs a fmall ftrea1n - --
I the 
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the fun ihone bright, : and he 

faw hi1n-felf and the meat fo 

plain, that he thought it was 

a dog with fome more meat; 

and went to fnatch at it ; but 

dropt the piece he had in his 

jaws, a:nd a pike fwan1 off with , 

it; whi1ft he gave a great h9wl, 

and faid, '' I arn well ferved, 

I fiole the piece of Reili, and 

ran off with · it ; and now 

that I was got near home to 

eat 
, 



eat it, I thought to graf p 

at more, and fo have loft 

all." 

FABLE 
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F ABLE VIIo 

The T W O C O c -1( S. 

N old Cock took his f on 

out to {he-.v him how to 

get his food " L k '' -- 00 ) faid 

he, 
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he, '' this is corn, fit for us to 

eat ----· fo is this ---- and this 

and t a • 

h 
,, 

may ·eat t at. 

a crurn, you 

The fon faw 

a jew-el --- " How fine this is !" 

faid he '"'-- '' It is fine to look 

at," faid the old one, " but of 

no ufe to us, it is not good 

to ecit. '' 

SON. 

I know it muft be good, it 

looks f o nice. 
OLD 
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0 L D . COCK. 

You mufl: not eat it ---- it 

will kill you if you do. 

SON. 

I will try it ; I will eat 

part. 

OLD COCK. 

Take care.! 

SON. 

It is hard, but fee how 
. 

nice 

it looks, if I turn it to the 

fun. 
' OLD 
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0 L D COCK. 

I have feen it all the day, 

but I care not for it; . do not 

peck at it 

., 

Once more, juft to tafl:e. ---

0 h ! I ·die ---- I was a fool 

not to mind ¥l hat you faid 

to me. 

FABLE 
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FABLE VIII. 

The OLD APE and her You NG C u B s. 

N Ape ,vho · had two Cubs, 

.;) I fa,v a Dog. She [aid to 

her-felf, '' .~That can I do? ---

+ 
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my Cubs can not run fo faft as 

the Dog ; and if I take then~ 

both on ~y back, I can not 

get from h(m with theµ,. I 

will take one at a ti1ne. _, __ _ 

So do you come now ---- you 

flay by this bufh till I come 

back for you.'' 

CU B. 

I dare not flay. 

APE. 

T he Dog will not fee you 
--..._ 

here. 
CUD. 
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CUB. 

I mufl: go too. 

. . 
APE. 

I tell you that you may lie 

fafe here ---- but here ·comes 
' 

the Dog, hide ! hide 1 / 

CUB. 

I will go .. -

Then the Cub gave a great 

jump to get on her back ; but 

E miil: 

• 
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mift his hold, and fell down ; 

and the Dog came and ate him 

up as he lay. 

'' Ah I" faid he, " if I had 

done as I was bid, I had been 

fafe. '' 

, 

FABLE 
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FABLE IX. 

The F O X and the C R A B. 

oo what thofe who are 

old tell you is befi for 

you to do. 
E 2 F A B L E 
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F A B L E. 

A CRAB faid to her fons., 

" Come, we will walk; but 
' 

do ·. not go far from me, lefl: 

you come to f ome harm.'' 

" , I will not," faid one. 

<' Well," faid one, " I do 

not know why we may not 

go as far as we like : I will 

not ftay near : I can take 

I care 
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·care of my felf, · and fo l will 

go --- I do not know how far .. ,., 

A Fox who was by, [aid 

to her cub, '' You may be 

fure to get that Crab with 

eafe ; -for the fon who will 
, / 

not mind what is faid to him, 

·can not come to good ; but 

mufl: fall a prey to the firft 

who tries to hurt him ... --- Go ·: 

he will make you a good 

I '' mea .. 

E3 FABLE 
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FABLE X, 
The D O G and B E E S. 

A DOG went to rob a hive. -- --
An old Bee ca1ne out, 

and faid to him : 

3 '' Friend J 
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'' Friend J it will be beft for 

- we will you to go home 

not let you rob us." 

'' I will do as I like," faid 

the Dog ; and he would lift 

the hive up ; and try to lick 

out of the combs. 

Then the fame Bee faid: 

" Do not firive to get our 

food; for your own fake do not.'~ 

E 4 The 
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The ~og juft got a tafle; and 
i"t was fo f weet · and nice, that 
he was deaf to all that could be 
f aid to hi1n. ---- . 

In vain did the Bee call --
u Why will · you· force us to 

fling you? 

cc We do not with to hurt you. 

'' Get from hence w hilfl: 
you are well. - Go, go, get 

you gone. 
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'' If -you leave off now, 

and run from hence ; we will 

not harm you. 

" But if you flay, and \Vil! 

be fo bold, we muft al~_ join 

to fling y~u for your fault." 

I 

Then cami out a throng of 

Bees and flung him to death. · 
" 

FABLE 
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FABLE XI. 

'rhe H ORS E and the ST AG • . 

A S!_ AG is fierce and {hong; 

but is in fear of a Horfe, 

when < 
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when a man is on it. We 

think that a Stag, in a wild 

fiate, W·ould be . too mu<;h for 

a Horfe, 

But a Horfe, by the help 

of a man, is more than a 

match for a St~g. 

Thus may a child, be too 

much for a bad man. 

A child 



I 
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A _ ~hild, who minds all that 

.·s faid to ~im, by thofe who 

are old, and who know what 

is heft for him; that child, 

I fay, is wife by the help of 

his friends. 

Though a child can not 

, judge : a child may do as 

he is bid, · by thofe who can. ~ 
\ 

T -here have been bad men 

who would rob a child of his 

cloaths. 
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cloathsf- Now a b,oy is no 

match for a man in ftrength: 

Bu·t a boy who does µot 

go out of his bounds, but 

keeps where he . has leave to 

be ; does not come in the 

way of thofe fort of men. 

Thus you fee, that a good 

boy is too hard for a bad 

man. 

For 

/ 
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For the man can· not catch 

him to ftrip him, as long as 

he flays where he ii told to 

ftay. 

FABLE 
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FA-BL E XII. 

<:fhe FOX and the HEN. 

A Fox faw Hen • · a lll a 

coop: he knew he could 

not get at her there --- f o he 

thought 
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thought he would try to make 
-

her come out . 

. ,, What a fine day!" faid 

he, '' f ure - you will not fi't 

there till night?" 

HEN. 

Yes, I lb.all. 

FOX. 

And why? 

HEN. 
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HEN.-

1 am put here by thofe who 

pefl: know what is fit fo:r me. 

FOX. 

But you will not be fo 

dull to flay : you h'1ve fcar~e 

air to breath~. 

HEN. 

Thofe who . put me here, 

take care I fhall have what 

air I want; and give me 

F good 
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good food and drink ; and as 

they mean I !ho1Jld flay here, · 
j 

I will no_t fiir from hence. 

FOX. 

What I not to take a walk 

\V ith a friend.? 

HEN. 

He can not be a friend, 

who would have me do what 

I am bid not to do. 

FABLE 
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F A B L E _XIII . . 

CJ'he G O O D K I D. 

l'QNtE d";Y a Goat 

her Kid, 

F 2 

faid to 

"My 
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'' My dear, I muft leave 

you ; but if you mind what 

I fay, you will be f af e.'' 

''l ·11 ,,. 
WI > faid the Kid. 

'' Pray what .. am I to do?.'' 

GOAT. ---... 
If you hear a knock, take 

care to :Jook out --- be fure do 

not go to the door, till you 

have feen who it is that knocks. 

As 



FAB'LES in MqNoSYLLABLES. 85 

As foon. as the Goat was 
I 

gone, the Kid iliut th,e door, 
\ 

and faid, '' Now I will do 

as I am bid ; though I do 

not know why I am told to 

do fo.'' 

I 

She f oon heard a knock ; 

and a voice like · the Goat?s . 

faid, 

'' My dear, make hafle ! let 

me in! the ,volf ! the wolf l'" 

F 3 The 
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The Kid ra:n to the door, 

,and took hold of the lock---

in a · fright for the Goat - · 

'' But il:ay," faid fhe, " I am 

to look out firfL '' 

She did fo - and what do 

you thi1!k . ili.e faw ? 

A great wolf 1 who thought 

to cheat her, and get her to let 

him in --- and then he would 

have made a meal of her. 

The 
.. 
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The Kid was wife to do as 

{he was bid --- elfe ilie had 

feen the Goat no more. 

Think what joy it was to 

her to tell the Goat this tale, 

when fhe came back! , 
. . 

· Think how the Goaf did kifs 

her ! --- how fond fhe was of 

her I as .fhe was fo good. 

F 4 . - FABLE 



A 

FABLE XIV. 

Cfhe L A R I{ s~ 

LA.RK had a nefi

field of corn. 

. 
1n a 

When 
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When the corn was ripe, fhe 

kept watch all day near the 

gatee 

When fhe left . the nefi, lhe 

faid, '' When I come back, 

tell me all which . you have 

heard, or feen, w hilft I was 

" gone. 

And now you !ball hear 

fome talk thev had in the 
.; 

nefi --- young things love to 

prate. FIRST 
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FIRST BIRD. 

I can not think why we 

muft tell all we hear or fee ? 

SECOND BIRD. 

That our mo-ther may judge 

how long vve can be fafe here. 

FIRST BIRD. 

can judge - I ihall do as 

like. · 

SECOND 
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SECOND BIRD. 

I fl:all do as I ani bid ; 

and then I fhall be fafe. 

THIRD BIRD. 

What will hurt us ? 

SECOND BIRD. 

The men who come to mow 

!he corn, may cut off our 

.heads., 

THIRD 

', 
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'THIRD BIR.D. 

Le~ us go now - I dare not 

ltay. 

SECOND BIRD. 

We iliall be told when we 

,ought to go. 

Then came the old bird, 

and f aid, in a low voice : 

MOTHER. 

Creep to the hedge --- make 

no noife. 
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THIRD BIRD. 

I dare not fiir --- the n1en 

will get ~e. 

FIRST BIRD. 

I iliall :8.y : what are my 

wings for? 

SECOND BIRD. 

I ihall creep fince I azn 

bid to creep . . 

Up Rew the pert young bird 

--- and was fhot .. 
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The good one did as ihe 

was bid---and got fafe to the 

next field. · 

The · bird who fiaid in the 

nefl:---had his head cut off 

with the fcythe. 

So there was an end of 

thofe who would not do as 

they were bid. 

The 
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The pert ot)e, who thought 

he could judge heft, and · he 

who would not trufi to the 

care . of his mo-ther, they both 

came to a bad end. 

The good young Lark :R.evv 

up to the !kies with her mo

ther. 

CH IL D. 

I will not fear to flay 

where I am told I ihall be fafe·. 

--And 
• 
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- And I will not do what I 

am told may hurt 1ne. And 

I~ will not fay, why am I bid to 

do fo? I iliall think of 

thefe Larks. 

FABLE 
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' FABLE XV. 
'the F O X and G R A p· E S. 

FOX ~vent out one day
~ to feek for prey. 

G He 
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He faw fome nice Grapes: 

they _ were f o ripe, and black, 
. 

that he could not go from the 

vine ; but flood all day to 

look at them. 

In the mean ti1ne, a fine 

fat hen flipt pall. 

A cock crept by at his 

rump; and got fafe to his 

p-:rch. 

~ duck -
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A duck fiole pa.ft ; and went 
I 

to the place where fhe was 
to fleep. 

A fat goofe paft clofe by ; 
and made no noife. 

Thus the Fox mifi: the good 
n1eal which he might hav~ 
got; and went to his den at 
night, with no- food at all. 

G 2 If 
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If he h~.tl ·been wife, he would 

not have fl:ood to wifh, and 

long 
. . 
1n vain. 

No --- he would have gone 

from the vine, to feek for 

fuch food as he could reach. 

The Fox was a fool to feel 

f uch a mind to what he could 

not have --- Do you not 

tnink he was? 

CH IL D. 
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CHILD. 

Yes, fure. _. 

T~en be not you like him : 

But , take what you are ,to 

ha ·e -&-- and be glad. 

G3 F.t-\BLE 
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FABLE XVI. 

'!'be BOY anti the WOLF. 

THIS Boy had the 

of fon1e lheep. 

care 

You 



FABLES in MoNOSYLLABLE!. 103 

• 

You know a Wolf will kill 

lheep --- aye~-- and eat them 

too. 

The Boy knew, ' that 
1if he 

ihould want help, the 1nen 

who were near would com·e 

to hirn. 

You will find that he w_as 

a bad Boy . . 

For he would call out, 

G 4 " The 
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'' The Wolff the Wolf! 

0 meI the Wolf will eat up 

all my lheep I'~ 

I 

Theq the kind men ran to 

help him --- one with a flick 

--- one with a fl:one, or a 

ftaff --- · each with what he 

could f natch up, to kill the 

Wolf. 

And when they .. came --

what do you think?-~- there 

was 
2 
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was no Wolf---- but the Boy 

would fland and laugh, as if 

he ihould fplit his throat. 

At laft the vV olf did come ---

then the tioy 
" 

ran-

<< 0 dear! - the Wolf is 

here --- pray come and help 

me - help J help! --- or I fhall 

lofe a11 n1y lheep and lambs 

--- there he . goes - I can not. 

keep him out of the fold." 

But 
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But the men faid to him; 

'' Go J go ! we will not fiir-we 

know you t?o well --- it is all 

falfe-we know there is no 

"iN olf- we will not be made 

fuch fools now I'' 

· So the Wolf took all the 

fheep and lambs, one at a 

t1n1e; w hilfl: the Boy could 

get no help No one thought 

~e told the truth, as he had 

oJ d lies. 

In 
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In vain did he call, to thofe 

whom he had made (port· with 

in f uch a way: 

'' 0 ! whilft you live, tell 

truth!" 

FABLE 
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FABLE XVII. 

'!"be V A I N J A Y. 

T the time of the year 

when birds moult, a Jay 

paft · 
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pafl: through a farm yard 

where pea fowls were kept. 

'' Ah !'' faid !he, cc here 

is a :fine plume ! --- and here 

1s one ! a .. d t1ere l 

« I ,vill pu"" t 1em all ,, 
on. 

She did fo --- and it would 

have made yqu laugh, to fee 

l1er firut round the yard, with 

her l;ng train hung .at her 

rump. 
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At nigh~ the fowls ca1ne 

horne to rooft, one took a look 

- one faid ; '' Who is this ? 

Who can this ·. be·?" faid one. 

At lafl: an old i1 y f ow 1 gave 

a pluck at the tail, and off 

can1e a part. -

. / 

Then they all gave a twitch 

at it; till !he was ftript, and 

brought to fbame - for fhe loft 

her o,vn plun1es, as well as 

s what 

• 
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I 

what fhe fiole ; and was left 

bare. 
• 

Claim not 

your due. 

' 

what • 
IS not 

If you do - you · may lqfe 

what you have a right to . -

.. 
Think of the vain Jayo 

E N D of the F A R L E S . . 

J 
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D E D J. C A T I O N. 

T 0 

' 
Mrs. M----; 

My Dear, 

IF you meafure my af

f ecl:ion , by the jize of 

A 3 the 
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the volume wl1ich I dem 

- ~icate to you, your judg

ment will be very erro

neous. But I do not ap

prehe11d that you will do 

that.---

You will be aware, that 

I confider the age of 

your dear little folk ; and 

addrefs to you, what is 

fuited to them. 
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I have great pleaf ure 

in . the profp~a of 1ny 

little volumes f upplying "·. 

them with f ome an1ufe

ment; a,nd affording you 

fome affifi:ance in the '' de

lightful tafk" in which you 

are engagede 

May God prof per yo11 

in it! f o that your chi!-
. 

A 4 drens 
• 
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drens child~en may prove 

a comfort and an ho

nour to you! 

So 'willies ---- fo prays, 

.J1{Jt Dear, 

rottr 

Affeclionate Friend. 
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p R E F A C E. 
/ I HAVE remarked - (but who has not felt? j 

that the pleafure of a Fable, is damped to a 
child, by the tedious unintelligible Moral which 

A Moral, againft which, perhaps, the complaint 

al.-eady urged, is much the fmalleft that might be 

alledged. 

Perhaps the natural inference from it is fach, 

that a child may be the worfe for it all his life. 

Perhaps it tends to teach him to be deceitful, 

treacherous, covetous - but the !lighteft injury which 

I fhould 
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I fhould apprehend, is a fatiety and dif guit at 

the idea of a Moral. 

Therefore, having written a. few Fables, from 

whence unexceptionable Morals may be drawn, I 

chofe to make the little folk themfelves feem to 

difcover them-indeed, I took care they fhould be 

fuffi.ciently obvious for tµem to do it- and the 

frequent repetition appeared to me to he of ,ufe, 

as it would enable the child really to make the 

remarks which I put in his mouth, as well as in

culcate more ftrongly the notions which I wi!hed 

·to infufe. 

ADVERTISEMENT 



t xi ) 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

JV HEN Mrs. Teachwell wrote tbefi Fahie, aml 

Morals in the year 1779, foe rwrote them _for 

tbe ufi of h;r orwn family. 

Now they are offered to the puUic, perhaps it mdj 

be proper to premife, that there ls another fit of 

F aUes adapted to the /ame prints - written for th, 

11,fi of an elder child - cwbo is made to conrverfi upon the 

ji,'7jecl (in the latter part of this little rvolume) bJ 

the name of George : the ficond fit of Morals going 

by the name of George's Moralr. 

Mrs. Teachwell is apprehenfirve that foe jhtzll be 

blamed for raijing Geuge's language aborve nature, 

when bis early youth is conjider1J- therefore foe ex .. 

plains her moti'lle -

I \ 
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She cbo.fe to find him to bis Diaionary for an ex

planation of words - thinking it an excellent exercifl 

for him - CJ'hofl pare~ts who want leifure or pa

tience to direll fach an exercift can explain the 

words; and fo make trial of the little reader's me-

mory. 

William was then three and a half: George fi,ve 

· Y4ars o.J age. 

MORAL ' 
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WILL.IAM's MORALS; 

0 R, 

S E T I. 

PA R-L O UR. Chil-dren em-ploy-ed. 

MAM-MA. 

WIL-LI-AM, do you know 

what a Fa-ble is? 

*WIL-LI-AMm 

No, mam-ma. 

# The child is fuppofed to be turning over the book of Fa. 

liles, and remarking as he looks at the Cuts, 
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MAM-MA. 

Can Apes fpeak? 

WI L-L I-AM • 
. 
No, mam-ma. 

/ 

MAM-MA. 

Why do thefe Fa-bles talk 

of Dogs, and Apes fpeak-ing? 

WIL-L I-AM • . 

I do not know, mam-rna. 

MAM-MA. 
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MAM-MA. 

Be-caufe they are F A-BLES, 

WIL-LI-AM. 

Pray, n1am-ma, what are Fa~ 

blesr 

MAM-MA, 

I will tell you. 

Fa-bles ar~ fto-ries writ-ten 

to teach chil-dren what they 

111ould do; by fl1e\v-ing then1 

1 what 
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what may hap-pen to them if 

they do not act as they ought 

to do. If the fl:o-ries were of 

Boys and G£rls who had not 

done as they were bid, and 

had fuf-fer-ed fame harm, we 

do not call them Fa-bles. 

There is a fto-ry of a boy 

who was bid not to go near 

a horfe, and he did go near 

him· and the horfe kick-ed 
' 

him: that was not a Fa-ble, 

but a Tale. Now the fio-ry 

of 
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of the ·good K-id who o-bey

ed her. mo-the'r i and fo was 

faf ~ : and the o- ther- of the 

naugh-ty Kid,. who. did- not 

mind the or-ders which the Goat 

left,. tp keep her fe..,,:cure from 

the Wolf; but was fo dif~o

be .... d i-en t as: to o~pen the 

door with .... o.ut look~ing out at 

the win-do.w firft ; and as !he. 

did fo was ea~fen by the Wolf--

they are F a-bles ; for they are 

not trite ; nor can they be 

B t ru e 



18 · W I LL I AM' s Mo RA L s to 

true of Kids but it is cer

tain, that Chil-dren, if they 

do not · o-bey their pa-rents 

al!d el-ders, will come to harm 

for their dif-o-be-di-ence. And 

thefe Fa-bles are writ-ten to 

!hew . them what mif-chief 

of-ten hap-pens to thofe who 

do dif-o-bey or-ders. 

WI L-L I-AM. 
°' 

Why do they talk of what 

the Goats and Kids fay ; as 

they can not f peak ? 
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MAM-MA~ 

They write ·in the way which 

they think will pleafe a· child ---
< 

you Jove to read of the crea-

tures, ' do you not ? 

WI L-L I-AM . . 

'Yes, mam-ma. If you 

pleafe, mam-ma, . I like to 

read of the Fox and the Crabs" 

. 
MAM-MA. 

Then look in your book 

of Fa-bles - where is the in 
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dex? fee the ninth Fa

ble --- page the fix-ty fe-venth. 

'' Do what thofe wh@ are 
I 

old tell you is befl: f o~ you 

d 
,, 

.to o. 

MAM-MA. 

That is put be-fore the tFa

ble to tell you that you ihQuld 

learn o-be-di-ence. Here, 

fee, the Fox knew • 
you It 

would be ea-fy to get that 

young one, who was fo fil-ly 
I as 
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as to think him-felf as wife 

as his pa-rent. 

MAM-MA. 

Here is the Fawn who bit 

the Vine when lhe was left 
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a-loneo Chil-dren muft do as 

they have been bid-den, though 

they are - out of fight: for it 

is as bad to dif-o-bey your 

friends in their ab-fence as 

3 when 
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·when they are pre-fent. In all 

things do the fame_ when they 

are not by' as you know they 

would h'ave you, if you were 

with them. Do you re-mem

ber that you had fame ~ad 

and but-ter of-fer ... ed to you 

once at Buck-ham? 

WIL-LI-AM. 

Yes, mam-ma; and I faid, 

<c No, I thank you, I may 

not eat but-ter.'' ... 

MAM-MA. 



- MAM-MA. 

And your aunt heard of it---

WI L-L 1-A.M. 

And pr~if-ed me, and gave 

me a cake. 

WI L-L I-AM. 

T 'he young Cock would peck 

at the jew-el. 

1AM-l\1A. 
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MAM-NlA. 

Yes; and it kill-ed him.~ 

He iliould have be-liev-ed his 

fa- ther. 

WIL-LI-AMo 
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WIL-LI-AM: 

So ibould the Ape, mam

ma, have be-liev-ed that fhe 

was fafe where her mo-ther 

would have put her. --- Mo

thers take care of their young. 
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WI L ... L I-AM. 

Why did the Fox .try · to 

per--f uade the Hen to come 

out of the coop? 

MAM-MAO 
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MAM-MA. 

That he might eat her --

_{he was wife to keep where 

lhe was bid. 

WI L-LI-A M. 

Mam-ma I why do they all 

teach us to do as we are bid? 
' 

MAM-MAG 

Be-caufe a child who does a 

he is bid in all things, can 

not be a naugh-ty child. 0-/Je

di-ence is the du-ty of a child. 



,v IL-LI-AM. 

What is ad-fVif-ing, pray 

mam-ma? 

MAM-MA. 

When you are old-er, a-ny 

per-fon but your pa-rents, will 

per-haps, in-ftead of bid-ding, 

fay, you had bet-ter do fo, or fa-

and fame-times give a rea-fon.--
WIL-LI-AM. 

Mam-ma ! what was the 

dog, who would n1ed-dle wi th 
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the hive, though a Bee bade 

him not? · 

MA M-1\,j A. 

Ob-fli-nate ; fo he de-ferv

ed to die. 

WIL-LI-AM. 
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WIL-L I-AM. 

,~That fhould I learn froin 

the Boys and the Frog? 

MAM- M A. 

To hurt no crea-ture. God 

made 
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made them all ---- and made 

them to be hap.ipy. 

WIL-LI-AM. 

What fhould I ]earn from the 

Dog and the Sha-dow? 
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MAM-MA. 

Not to de-.prive an ... o-ther 

of a-ny thing;-· but to be con .... 

tent. 

WI L-LI-AM. 

Here is the Ant and the. 
Fly . . 

MAM-MA . 
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MAM ... MA. ----
That Fa-ble .... - is to teach 

you, that it i& bet-ter to work, 

than to- do no-thing but play. 

WIL-LI-AM. 
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WI L ... L I-AM. 

Mam-ma I the Fox got the 

meat from the Crow --- fhould 

he? 

MAM-MA. 

The Fox was a thi.ef; but 

if the Crow had not been f o 

:lil-1 y as to think her-felf a ... ble 

to fing, fhe might have kept 

her meat .. 

C ~ GEORGE's 



· . 
. • ' 

. • ..... t 
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GEORGE's MORALS; 

0 R., 

S E T II. 

P A R L O UR. Chil-dren em-plfiy-ed. 

GEORGE. 

Mam-ma! 
C 3 MAM-MA. 
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MAM-MA. 

You know that each Fa-ble 

has a Mo-ral? 

GEORGE. 

Yes, mam-ma. 

MAM-MA. 

I want to try if you can 

find them What do you 

learn from the Horfe and 

Stag? 

EORGE. 



GEO RG·E. 

That wif-don.:i is much bet-ter 

than ftrength. 
=---

MAM•MA 

Ve-ry well ! 
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MAM-MA. 

And what from the Ant 

and Fly? 

GEORGE. 

That in-duf-try is bet-ter 

than 
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than i-dle-nefs. -- So-lo-mon 

com-mends the _ Ant. 

MAM-MA. 

Tell me as you look at them. 

GEORGE. 

The Fawn ,vho was · kil-led 

for tranf-greff-ing the com

n1ands of the man in his ab

fence. 

GEORGE • 

• 
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GEORGE . 
..,, 

The good young Crab, who 

was wil-ling to f ub-mit to 

the re-firic-ti-ons which his 

mo-ther fhould pleafe to lay 

on 
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oh him, would :find fe-cu-ri-
-- _ _....-

ty in his o-b.e-di-ence --- but 

the con .... ceit-ed young one, who 

was fo con-fi·-dent of his own 

wifdon1 ---- Mam-ma I did the 

Fox get him? 
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MAM:-M A. 

I fhould not doubt &ut he 

did --- Self-f uf-fi-ci-en-cy in a 
child mufl: lead to ru-in. 

GEORGE. 

Mam-ma! - - - - - I do not 

know what to make of the Ape 
and the Cat - I am di-vert
ed with it; but I do not 

know the Mo-ral. There was 

o dif-o-be-di-ence pu-nifh-ed 

-- Pray tell me. 

MAM-MA. 
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MAM-MA. 

The Ape thought to ex-pofe 

the poor Cat to an in-con-_y~-
-

' 

ni-ence for his ac-com·-mo-da-
, 

-

ti-on --- and you fee the man 

(form-
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(form-ing a ju-di-ci-ous judg

ment be-tween the real fer-
• v1-ces of that ufe-ful • a-n1-
-· 

mal _ the Cat, and the mere 

]augh-a-ble pranks of the Ape) 

in-ter-po-fes, to fave ~he more 

va-lu-a-ble · part of his _fa-mi

ly from in-ju-ry ; with a 

threat of fe-vere pu-nifh-ment 

to the Ape, if he did. not de-. 

fifl: from at-tempt-ing fuch an 

in-fult on a crea-ture of f u-pe

ri-or me-rit, though en-du-ed 

with lefs ftrength than him-felf~ 
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GEORGE. 

I thank you, mam-ma. 

GEORGE~ 

How ve-ry fool-i.lh was the 
I 

young Ape who would · not 

be-lieve her-felf fafe where her 

mo-ther would have put her!. 

MAM-MA. 

How flub-born, to per-:lift 

in ac-com-pa-ny-ing her con

tra .. ry to her in-junc-ti-on J I 

would 
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would have you ne-ver fee the 

print, hut you fhould con-fi.

der with thank-ful-nefs, the 

con-fiant watch-ful care of a 

pa-rent --- the con-.6.-dence, and 

im-pli-cit o-be-di-ence due 

from a child, as the on-ly 

mark of gra-ti-tude in his 

pow-er. 

GEORGE. 

I am glad the o-ther Ape was 

fafe --- he muft be a com-fort 

I to 
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to his mo-ther, as he was 

o"'!be-di-ent. 

MAM-MA • 
. 

You think right-ly, my 
dear! That dif~po-£-ti-on in a --
child is an i_n-ex-pref-.G~ble 
com<-fort to an af-fec-ti-on-ate 

pa~rent; be-caufe it is the befl: 

ear-nefl: of fu-.ture good con

"'duct. We have great rea-fon 

to hope, that an ob?-fer-vant 

gen~tle boy will prove a wor-

D thy 
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thy man. I am very much 

pleaf-ed to find . you both fo 

well verf-ed in the Mo-rals of 

your Fa-bles - now a-mufe 

your-fel ves. 

GEORGE. 

I will £hew Bar-tie the print. 

- Bar-tie I fee, here is the 

Ape and her Cubs. 

B AR-T LE. 

Is one a-fleep on the ground ? 

/ GEORGE. 
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GEORGE. 

No, he is fal--len ofF his 

mo-ther's back, and has hurt -
him-felf fo much that he 

can not ftir ; and that Dog 

is come to eat him upo 

• 



Gto"RGE's MORALS tQ 
1 ·· • 

BAR-TLE. 

I am for-ry. 

GEORGE. 

But he w~s naugh--ty, elfe' 

.the Dog could not have caught 

him - You fhall read the Fa

ble if Wil-li-am will be f o good 

to lend us his book. --- Afl, 

him. 

BAR-TLE. 

Pray, bro-ther, will you lend 

1 us your book of Fa-bles? 
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WI L-L I-AM. 

Here it is. 

B AR-T 1L E. 

I thank you. 

W lL-L I-AM. 

Then I can read in George's 

book. I will feek for that 

Fa-ble, which I have now 

been read-ing in my own, in 

fhort words. - The Pea-cocks 

and the Jay. 
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WI L-L I-AM. 

Here it is. --- Mam-ma I I 

d~ not quite un-der-ftand the 

Mo-ral. 

1v.lAM-MA. 

It is a lef-fon to teach you 
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to a-void the fil-ly va-ni-ty of 

af-f um-ing what you have no 

juft claim to; at the pe-ril of 

Ee=ing de-priv-ed of what is 

re-al-ly your own; as this :fil

ly bird loft her own fea~thers 

with thofe which fhe had bor-
> 

row-ed. 

W IL-LI-AM. 

Mam-ma! I do not love the 

Fox - he is fo fly 1 and al

ways try-ing to do ~if_chief. 

' The 
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, 

The Ben was wife how 
can a child be wife ? you 

told me that to be wife, was 

to judge right-ly can a child 

judge right-Jy ? 

MAM-MA. 
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MAM-MA. 

My dear bo I the wif~dom 

of a child con-fifl:s . in fub·

mit-ting to be di-re~-ed by his 

pa-rents. 

MAM-MA. 

The Hen was fome-what in 

the G.-tu-a-ti-on of a Boy at 

fchool, urg-ed by a wick-ed 

fchool-fel-low to break the rules, 

or flray be-yond the bounds 
I 

which are ap-point-ed. Much 

dif-cre- ti-on 
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dif-cre-ti-on, in ~ judg-ing of 

what is pro-per,} is not to be 

ex-pecl:-ed from a lit-tle boy ; 

but he may have the mo-def

ty of this Hen, to keep hi~ 

from pre-tend-ing to judge -

he may fhew his pru-dencie, 

by o-b~y-ing the in-junc-ti-ons 

of his f u-pe-ri-ors in age and 

-wifdom ; with a full af-f ur

ance that they are found-ed 

on rea-fon, though he is not 

a-ble to ac-count ex-acl-ly for 

them. 
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them. He 1nay con-elude (as 

the Hen .it?- the Fa-ble does) 

that he can not be his friend 

who would per-fuade hin1 to 

break any law of the place 

whi-ther his pa-rents have fent 

him ; and fo de-cline lif-ten,.. 

ing to his per-fua-fi-ons. -

Jen-ny I do you at-tend as 

you fit at your work? 

JEN-NY. 

Yes, mam-ma, I lif-ten to 

all ·you fay. 
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MAM-MA. 

You great boys at that ta~ 

ble l 

JOHN. 

Mam-ma I I have laid a-:li<le 

my pen this half hour, and 

been all at-ten-ti-on to you. 

MAM-MA. 

Ned! 

ED-WARD. 

I lof e no-thing. 
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MAM-MA. 

O~be-di-ence is what I have 

been en-dea-vour-ing to in-cul

cate -; or to im-prefs on your 

minds by fre-quent ad-mo-ni-: 

ti-ons. 0-BE~DI•ENCE is the 

whole of our du-ty. God him

felf fays in the Ho~ly Scrip

tures, '' Chil-dren o-bey your 

pa-rents." When you are ar

riv-ed at years. of di[-cre-ti-on, 

you be-come fub-jecl: to the 

laws of the na-ti-on - the fame 

3 God 
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God or-dains that we fhould 

'' be fub-je& to high-er pow

ers." And ul-ti-mate-1 y in 

ob-ey-ing thofe· a-bove us we 

·0-BEY GOD. 

May he blefs you all, my 

dear chil-dren ; and by mak

ing you good, fe-cure your 

hap-pi-nefs in this world, and 

the next! 

E N D of the M O R A L S. 
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