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THE 

ADVENTURES 

OF 

T E L E 1\,1 1\. C H U S, 

SON OF ULYSSES. 

'T'HE goddefs ~alypfo was yet wander .. 

ing on the fea-fhore, inconfolable for the. 

departure of Ulyffes, when fhe beheld a 

!hip dafhed to pieces on the rocks which 

forrounded her ifland, and perceived two 

men thrown by the waves upon the 

beach, one of whom, though very 

young, refembled Ul yifes. The goddefs 

infrantly knew him to be Telemachus, 

the 
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the fon of that hero : but {he could not 
difcover who the venerable man was by 
whom the youth was accompanied; for 
the fuperior gods conceal from the infe­
rior ones whatever theypleafe; and it was 
no other than Minerva herfelf, the godde.fs 
of wifdom, who had defcended•from 
Olympus, and afTumed the fhape of 
J\1entor, to protect the youthful Tele­
machus from the perils that threatened 
him in his fearch 2fter his father. 

Calypfo advanced towards Telema­
chus: "Prefumptuous youth!" fhe ex­
claimed, " know you not that no fl:ran­
ger approaches my empire unpunifhed ?'• 

" Goddefs !" he replied, " be not in­
fenGble to the mi sfortunes of a fon, who, 
feeking his father through perils of winds 
and waves, has feen his vefTel fplit upon 
your rocks. Pity my woes, 0 gcddess ! 

and 
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and if you know what the destinies have 

done to fave or deftroy Ulyifes,. deign to_ 

inform Tele_machus, his fon." 

Calypfo was already become enamour­

ed of th_e blooming youth : " Come," 

{).1e faid, " to my grotto. There I will. 

inform you of what has befallen your fa- , 

ther. I will receive you as my fon, and 

J will beflow happinefs on you, if you 

know how to enjoy it." 
Telemachus followed the g9ddefs, en­

circ)ed by a crowd of young nymphs; 

He was afionifhed at the lufrre of her 

beauty, he adn:ired her. majeftic mien, 

the rich purple of her flowing robe, her 

l1air tied with graceful neg!iger1ce, and 

the fire that flaihed from her eyes. l\tlen­

tor, with downcaft eyes and a modeft 

filence, followed Telemachus. 

They ~ame to th~ entrance of C~lyp.­

fo's 
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fo's grotto, where Telemachus was fur­
prifed to fee, with an appearance of rural 
fimplicity, all that can charm the eye.: 

The grotto was hewn ?Ut of the rock, in 
.!rches, lined with !hells and pebbles; its 

tapefrry was a young vine, which extend­
ed its pliant branc.hes on all !ides. 
Fountains f weetly purling through mea­
dows fawn with amaranths and violet's, 

formed, in various places, baths as pure 

and clear as cryfial. A thoufand fpring­

ing flowers enamelled the verdant car­
pets which furrounded the grotto. 

Clofe by was a wood of thofe tufted 
trees which bear apples of gold, and 

whofe blolfoms, which are renewed in 
all feafons, diffuf e the f weetefl: of all 

perfumes. This wood ferv c'd to crown 
thofe beautiful rne?.ds, and formed a 

!hade which the rays of the fun could 

not 
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not penetrate. Here nothing was heard 

but the warbling of birds, or the mur ... 

~urs of a brook, which, rufhing from 

the top of a rock, fell i-n large and frothy 

_ftreams, and fled acrofs the meadow. 

The grotto of the goddefs was on the 

declivity of a hill, from whence one be­

held the fea; fometimes clear and fmooth 

as glafs, fometimes idly irritated againft 

the rocks on which it 1broke bellowing, 

~md f welling its waves like mountains. 

From another fide was feen a river, in 

which were iilands bordered with bloom­

ing limes and lofty poplars, raifing their 

haughty heads even to the fkies. At a 

diftance were· feen mountains which loft 

themfelves in the clouds, and formed a 
thoufand irregular and fantafl:ic fhapes. 

The neighbouring hills were covered with 

luxuriant vines, loaded with clufl:ers of 

purple 
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purple grapes : the fig, ·the olive, the 
pomegranate, .and other trees, bearing 
exquifite fruits of all kinds, overf pre ad 
the plain, and ,m~de it one vafi and deli­
cious garden. 

Having conducted Telemachus and 
Mentor to the mofi retired part of the 
grotto, th~ nymphs prefented them with 
a chang,e of garments; for theirs were 
~et. Tele~achu~, feeing they had al­
lotted him a tunic; vv,hofe whitenefs 
~clipfed that of fnow, and a purple robe 
e!Ilbroidered with gold, contemplated 
them with an appearance of pleafure. 

" Are thefe," faid Mentor, " the 
thoughts that ought to poifefs the heart 
of the fon of Ulyffes ? A young man 
who loves to deck himfelf vainly like a 
woman is unworthy of wifdom or glo~y. 
Glory 1s due onJy to him who knows 

how 
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how to bear pain, and to trample plea• 

fore under foot.'' 

" May the gods,.'' cried Telemachus~ 

'' deftroy me, rather than fuffer luxury 

to take poifeffion of my heart! But how 
are we ~ndebted to this goddefs, for lhe 

loads us with bene6ts ! " 
" Fear," replied Mentor, " left !he 

load you with evils. Fear h~r deceitful 

words more than the ro~ks which dallied. 

your veffel to pieces. Shipwreck and 

death are lefs fatal than the pleafures 

which attack virtue. Believe nothing 

that Calypfo may impart to you." 

They were now fummoned to attend 

a luxurious repair, whe~e wine _flowed 

from filver vafes into golden cups, crown­

ed with flowers. Four young nymphs 

fong, and the chief of them joined the 

harmony of her lyre to the f feet voices 
qf 
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of all the others. When the repifl was 
ended, Calypfo took Telemachus afide, 

and fpoke to him thus: " You fee, fon 

of the great Ulyfies, with ,~rhat favour I 

receive you. I am immortal. ~o man 

dares enter this iiland without incurring 

my vengeance; nor would you have 

eCcaped punifhment, but that I love you. 

Your father had the fame good for tune 

as you; but he w~s not wife enough to 
turn it to his advantage. I detained him 

a long while in this ifland, and he might 
have lived with me in a flate of immor­

tality; but the foolifh wifh of returning 

to his wretched country made him reject all 

thefe advantages. He was refolved tQ 

leave me; I was revenged by a tem­

pefr, and I faw his vcffel buried in the 

waves. Make ufe of the fad example; 

and after his fhipwrec1:, ·as you can have 
no 
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no hopes of ever feeing him again, or of 

ever reigning in the ifland of Ithaca after 

him, be not afflicted at his lofs, fince you 

find a goddefs ready to make you happj1i, 

and.a kingdom which ilie offers you." 

Telemachus now perceived her arti-. 

fices, and the wifdom of the counfrls 

which Mentor ha<l jufi r-;iven him. He 
' 

replied, " 0 goddefs, pardon my for-

row ! I cannot at prefent but weep for 

my father. You know, better than I, 

how much he deferves to be lamented." 

C,11 ypfo, not daring tp urge him further 

as yet, le<l him back to her grotto, and 

pretended to fyrnp:ithi ze in his grief. 

She now entreated to hear the recital of 

his adventures; and at length he yielded 

to her entreaty, and began thus: 

"I left Ithaca and my mother Penelope 

to 
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t~ inquire of the other kings of Greece, 

who were returned from thefiegeof Troy, 
what was become of my father. I vi­

fited Nefior and Menelaus, and feveral 

who could give me no information whe­

ther he were alive or not ; and at length 

I refolved to go into Sicily) where I 
heard my father was driven by the winds. 

But the fage Mentor, whom you fee 

here, oppofed my delign. 'The Trojans/ 

he faid, 'are on thofe coafis, and will take 
fingular pleafure jn iliedding the blood 

of the fon of Ulylfcs. Return there fore 

to Ithaca. Perhaps your father will be 

there as foon as you. But, if the gods 

have decreed that he mufl: never fee his 

country again, you iliould at le:tfl go to 

fct your mother at liberty from the foit­

ors who befct her; to manifefl your wif-
dom 
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dam to the world, ai1d to let all Greece 
behold in you a king as worthy of reign ~ 
ing as_ ever Ulyifes was.' 

" But I was not wife enough to Iiil:en 
to his counfels. I refolved to purfue 
my own courfe, and the fage l\1entor 
loved me fo well as to attend me in this 
rafh enterprife. 

"We had for fome time a favour able 
voyage; but at length a black tempeft co­
vered and involve.d us 1n profound dark. 
nefs. By the flafhes of lightning we ~f­
terwards perceived other fhips near, and 
e:xpofed to .equal dangers; and prefently 
knew them to be the Trojan fleet, no , 
lefs terrible to us than the rocks them­
folves. Mentor, infi:ead of reproaching 
the headlong folly that had brought me 
into this danger, thought only of deli . 
vering me from it. As foon aB the heavens 

I began 
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began to clear, he placed garlands of 

flowers and flags upon our fiern, exactly 

refembling thofe worn by the Trojan 

fhips, and ordered all our rowers to 

fioo.p clof e to the benches, that the ene­

my might not know them; and ~hus we 

paffed through the midfl: of the Trojan 

fleet, who {houted for joy, thinking that 

we were their companions who had been 

feparated from them during the florm. 

" Soon after we landed on the coaft 

of Sicily. Here reigned oid A cefl:es, 

who fprang from Troy. We did not 

indeed confefs ourfelves to be Greeks ; 

but we were fufpeB:ecl to be fo, and 

condemned to be fent as flaves to work 

in a neighbouring forefl:. Such a con­

dition appeared to me worfe than death, 

a~d I cried aloud, 'Put us to death ra­

ther than treat us nnworthily. Kno r.r 

ha~ 
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that I am Telemachus, the fon of the 

wife Ulyifes, king of Ithaca.' 

" I had no fooner uttered thefe words 

than the people, with loud cries, de­

manded that I ~ould be put to death; 

nnd we \Vere about to be led away to be 

facrificed, when Mentor . calmly deGred 

leave to fpeak to the king. 

" ' Aceftes,' faid he, 'the knowledge 

that I have of fut1.:re events informs me, 

that in three days you will be attacked 

by a barbarous nation from the moun­

tains, wno are now preparing to overflow 

your city, and r.:ivJge all your country. 

If my predill:ion is falfr, you will be at 

libertv to facrifice us at the end of three 

days; but if it prove true, remember, you 

ought not to take :i.way the life of thofe 

to whom you \1--ill be indebted for the 

-refervation of your own.' 

""\Ve 
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"We were committed to prifon to 
await the refult; and early on the third 

day a troop of barbarians iifued from the 

mountains. Mentor was now called on 

to lead the troops of Acefies. Vi€tory 

enfued. I pierced the fon of the barba­

rian king with my lance, and bore his 
fpoils to Acd1es ; while Mentor, hav­
ing entirely routed the enemy, drove the 

fugitives back to their mountains. 

" Mentor was now lookeJ upon as a 

man inCpired and beloved. by the gods; 

and Acefl:es, to prove his gratitude, 
hafiened us on board a Phcenician fhip, 

which was direl1ed to convey us to Ithaca, 
confcious that, fhould the Trojan flee~ 

touch his fr.ores, he fhould be unable to 

protect us from their fory. 
" An Egyptian fleet met us as we loft: 

fight of the mountains of Sicily, and we 

were 
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were taken, and carried prifoners into 
Egypt, The wife Sefoftris \:Vas feated 

on the throne; but to him I had not 

power to make my appeal. It was 

in vain I reorefented that we were • 
not Phcenicians: they deigned not to 
liften to .me, but fold us for f1aves. I 
fell into the hands ~ of Metophis, an 

Egyptian noble, who ordered me to be 

fent to the de.-ert of Oafis. 

" 'Let us die, my dear lVIentor, ' I 

cried (finding we were to be feparated), 

' fince the gods have no pity on us!' 

"' Unworthy' fon of the wife Ulyfres !' 
he exclaimed, ' do you fuffer yourfelf 
to be vanqui.fhed by your misfortunes? 
Oh! if Ulyffes fhoul<l hear that his fon 
knows not how ~o imitate his patience and 

fo..rtitudel the n~\VS woulc.l overwhelm' 

him 
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him with il1ame, and be more grievou~ t~ 

hir'n than all the evils he has endured/ 

'' This reproof roufed me from de­

fpair; but I beheld with an almofi: infup-
. ' 

po.rtable anguifu Mentor fent to Ethio-

pia, while I was conveyed to the horri­

ble defert of Oafis, where burning fandv 

are feen in the mid fl; of the plains, where 

fnows which never diffolve lie on the 

tops of the mountains, and where the 

foepherds are as favage as the country 

it[elf. Yet here th e parting words of 

rvlentor penetrated to the bottom of my 

foul. I acted as became a man, and the 

fon of a hero. My meeknefs, patience, 

and diligence, made me beloved by the 

fhepherds and their hard tafk-mafters. 

I imitated ~pollo, who was once fhep­

herd to king Admetus, and wh? tauglit 

his 
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his feUow-f wains all the innocent plea­
fore that a tranquil life affords I had a 
flute, and foon drew all the fhepherds 
round me. I fang ·the charms. with which_ 
nature has adorned the country.. They 
firft lii1:ened ; then they learned to imi­
tate. Thefe deferts no longer appeared 
favage and uncultivated; :dl was pleafant 
and fmiling; the courteous manners of the 
inhabitants feemed to melion.te the foil. 

" We conftruB:ed rude temples, and 
offered facrifices to Apollo. But what 
crowned my fame among t 1e lhepherds 
was, that a hungry lie!· came one day 
and fell on my flock, and was beginning 
a horrible ilaughter. I had only 

1

my 
crook in my hand, but I advanced bold. 
ly. The lion bnitled up his mane, and 
opened his parched and flaming jaws ; 
his eyes were red and £ery, and he 
lafhed his fides with his tail. I boldly 

aHack~d 
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attacked him. Thrice I threw him down1 

and thrice he rofe again, making aH the 

forefl: ring with his· roarings. At length, 

I ftrangled him with the grafp of my 
arms; and the iliepherds, witneffes of 

my viB:ory, inGfi:ed on my wearirrg the 

£kin, as a token of my victory over the 

terrible animal. 
( 

" The fame of this action even reach-

ed the ears of Sefo{his. He was informd 

ed th~t a captive :flave had refl:ored the 

golden age in thefe almofl: uninhabited 

deferts. He deGred to fee me; for every 

thing whichcouldinfl:ruB: mankind charm­

ed his noble heart. I told him my hifiory, 

and he promifed to fend me back to 

Ithaca; but, alas 1 the fudden death of 

· the good king plunged me 2gain in mif­

forrunes. I was imprifoned in a tower 

on the fra-ihore, by Bocchoris, his fon, 

who had neither humanity for !lrangers 

nor 
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nor efieem for men of virtue. The vices 

and tyranny of Bocchoris made him hated 

by his fubjelts. They fpeedily rebelled 

:1gainfl: his tyranny, and from the win­
dows , of rr,y tower I faw the king fall 

in battle, and his b-reaft pierced with 

mortal wounds by his own people. 

" Another king was immediately ap• 

_pointed, who gave freedom to. all prifon­

ers made fuch by his predeceffor ; and I 
was again fent on board a veffel as a 

Phocnician. To NarbaJ, who com­
manded the fleet, I immediately difcover­

ed myfelf; for he knew and loved my 
fa ther. The fleet was bound for Tyre; 
aud N arbal, who knew the hateful and 

2varicious temp-er of Pygmalion, the king 

of Tyre, wifhed me to pafs for a Cyprian; 

and procured me a paffage on board a 

Cyprian fhip, that I might go to, the ifle 

of Ithaca by Cyprus. 

"' Beware/ 
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"' Bewar€,' he faid, '0 Telema­
chus, of falling into the hands of Pyg­
malion, our king. Avarice makes him 
mifl:ruftful, fuf piicious, and cruel; he 
perfecutes the rich, and he fears the poor.. 
It is a crime in his eyes to be virtuous; 
for Pygmalion Cuppofes that gnod men 
cannot fuffer his unjuil allions to remain 
long unpuniilied. Virtue condemns him 
and he is exaf perated aga~nfl: her. Every 
thing moves and difquiet"' him; ·he is 
afraid of his fhado~\ and ileeps neither 
night nor clay. Tht gods, to punifu him, 
load him with treafures which he cannot 
enjoy. He repines at all r.e 6ives, he is 
always afraid of lofing, and t0rtures him~ 
felf for gain . He is hardly ever feen; he 
continues folitary, fad, and cL~jecled in 
the moft fecrct parts of bis palact; and 
even his friends dare not appro ach him, 
for f~r of being fufpecl:ed by him. 

" ' A frigh4,-
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. c.., ' A frightful guard, with naked 
{words, and pikes erected, continually in .. 
veil his palace. Thirty chambers, which 
have a communication with pne another, 
wd each of them an iron door with fix 
huge bolts, are the places where he £huts 
htrnfelf up~ It is never known in w4ich 
of thefe chamber she fieeps, and it is af• 
iirmed that he never lies two nights foc­
ceffi.veiy in th.e fame room, for fear of 
being murdered in it. His hollow eyes 
2.re full of a fierce and favage fire, and 
~e incemntl y t11,rning on all fides. He 
is pale, emaciated, and gloomy cares are 
piaured on his wrinkled vifage. His 
~ildren are the objecls of his terror, for 
he bas made them his moft dangerous 
enemies. Always fufpeD,:ing treafonable 
p,ots, he thinks he only preferves him-
elf by f11edding the blood of all whom 

'he fears.-A fool! who does not fee that ' . ~· 
th~ 
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the cruelty in whi.ch he confides will 
~aufe his deftruction. Some one of his 

~omeftics, as fufpicious as himfelf, will 

q.uickly rid the world of this monfi:er. 

As for you, Telemachus, avoid him cau• 
tioufly. If he knew you to be the fan of 

Ulrifes, he would make yot,1 his prifoner, 

in the hope of r.eceiving a large ranfom 

for your enlargement.' 

"I thanked Narbal for his advice, and 
rdolved to follow it. I could not help 
comparing this miferable king, fout 

µp in gloomy towers, and brooding Oller 
Jiis ufeJefs treafures, with the good Se .. 
foftris, who !howed himfelf to his fub­

jeB:s as to his children, and ·was mofl: 

fafe in the midft of his people, like an 

in<lulgent father in his own houfe, fur­
rounded by his affectionate family." 

At this period of his narrative Calypfo 
in.terrupted Telemachus, that he rr.ight 

ta~ _ 
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take fome repofe. " Go," £he fa.id, 

" and enjoy the f wee ts of fleep, after fo 

many t.oi1s; and tomorrow we ,1vill re­

fame the floi·y of your misfortunes. Ne­

ver, dear Telemachus, did yGur father 

equal you in wifdom. Neither A chilles, 

who conquered Hector, nor even Her­

cules, who purged the earth of fo 

manv monfters, ever difcovered fuch , 
fortitude and virtue as yours. Go, my 

dear Telemaclrns, with the wife Mentor, 

into a retired grotto, where every thing 

is prepared for you. May 1\1orpheus 

caufe a heavenly vapour to glide through 

all your weary limbs, and fend you plea­

fant and foothing d_.reams !" 
The goddefs herfelf cortducled Tele­

machus to this grotto, which was fepa­

r.ated from her own. A fountain gliding 

in a corner gently murmured, and invited 

:fleep. 
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fleep. The nymphs ,,had f pread two 
foft and verdant beds, and covered them 
with two large ikins; one with a lion's, 
for T eJemachus, and the other with a 
bear's, for Mentor. 

Early on the following morning, ~en• 
tor, heann6 the voice of Calypfo calling 
to her nymphs, roufed Telemachus from 
his flumbers: " Come," he faid, '' let 
us return to Calypfo ; but be on your 
guard againft the poifon of her praifes. 
She yefterday extolled you above your 
wife father, above the invincible Achilles, 
and above Hercules, who is become im­
mortal. Di-d you believe what £he faid? 
Alas ! fhe did not believe it her[elf. She 
praifes you only becaufe {he thinks you 
weak and vain enough to be impofed on 
by praifes which bear no proportion to 
your altiom." 

They 
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'They now were fummoned t<l'J attend 

t he goddefs; and Telemachus, a.t her im­

patient delire, refumed his hilt:ory-: 
. . 
" In the courfe -of my voyage," . faid 

he, " to Cyprus, I was fhocked to fee 

the Cypri;i.ns abandon themfelves com~ 

pletely to dr'unkennefs ·; and while the 

mariners were in this fitu:ition, we were 

furprifed by a dreadful ftorm. The Cy-­

-prians wept like frighted d aadr,en; and 

the pilot, difordered w.ith wim~, was in­
.fenfible of the danger of the ve!fel. I 

took the helm .in my own hand ; encou!"' 

raged aad direlled the feamen; and w~ 

£leered, between rocks th?t threatened · us 

with deftrull:ion, into a fafe port. This 

adventure feeming like a dream . to all 

who owed the prefervation of their lives 

to me, they looked upon me with afto.,. 

pi !hment. 

"-' !n the ifl;md of Cyprus J became 

agam 
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again reflored to my kind monitor, the 
fage Mentor. Hazael, the Syrian, whofe 
.flave he had become, happened to arrive 
at Cyprus about the fame time that I 
did. I met him. I beheld Mentor at 
his fide. I fell at .his feet. ' I am,' faid 
I, ' Telemachus, fon to Ulyifes, king of 
Ithaca. I tell you my birth, not out of 
vanity, .but to move your pity. I have 
fough;: my father in every fea, accompa­
nied by . this man, who was another fa­
ther to me. Fortune, to fi.il up the mea­
fure of my woes, tore him from me, and . 
made him your flave. Suffer me to be­
come your flave alfo till :Mentor can be 
free.' 

"Haz.ael looked on me with a humane 
afpea: ' Follow me,' he faid, ' thou 
fon of Ul yff~s ! Though I were not 
moved with your father's glory and mi f­
fortunes, yet would my friendfnip for 

Mentor 
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Mentor engage me to take care of you. 

In him 1 have found wifdom and virtue. 

From this moment he is free, and yoµ 

fhall beth be my friends.' 

" Hazael conducled us on board his ' 

{hip, and we foon difcovered the moun­

tains of Crete, and iliortly reached its 

fertile iliores. When we landed, we be- -

he.cl mulfitudes of people aifembling, 

and !earned the following account of the 

confi:ernation that feemed to pr.evail :­

Jd omeneus, their king, went like the 

pther kings of Greece to the liege of 

Troy. After the defirultinn of that city, 

he fet fail to return to Crete, but was 

pvertaken by a fiorm fo violent that the 

fhip's crew gave fhemfrlves up for loft. 

Jn this emergency ldomeneus invoked 

N~ptune to aifuage the fury of the feas, 

and bo:.rnd hi!11fclf by a folemn oath, 

that 
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that if he -arrived fafe at Crete, he ~ould 
facrifice to the god of the ocean the firlt 
perfon he :L11ould meet. 

'' The fiorm fubGdes-Idomeneus 
lands; and the firft perfon he beholds is 
his own fon hafl:ening to embrace his 
father. The king, feized with phrensy 
and remorfe, yet exe:cutes his barbarous 
vow, and plunges his dagger in the heart 
of his fori; then rufhes wildly towards the 
city, and calls on the name of him he 
had juft murdered. The Cretans, ftruck 
with horror of the deed, rejecl:e<l their 
monarch, who was compelled to return 
to his !hips, and guit for ever the country 
he had ftained with the blood of his own 
offspring; and at the moment of our 
landing the Cretans were affembling 
to eleu a new king. They were about 
to exhibit public games, and \vere deter-

mined 
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mined to give the crown to him who 

fuould be judged fuperior to all others 

both in mind and body. 

" We follo ed the crowd to a fort of 

circus. 'l./e were received, as {hangers, 

with hof pitality, and invited to become 

candidates for the prizes. My youth left 

n c no excufe; and Mentor wifhing me 

to engage,Imingledwith the combatants. 

It was faid on all rides, 'Th~t is the fon 
of U!yfie s ;' for feveral Cretans who had. 

feen me in Ithaca knew me again. 

"The firft exercife was wrefiling. A 
Rhodian, about five.and-thirty years old, 

threw all who ventured to engage him. 

He {till retained all the vigour of youth; 

his arms were nervous and brawny; at 

the le2ft motion he made, all his mufcles 

appeared, and his activity was equal to 

his firength. 
"Not 

f 
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" Not thinking me worthy of being 
conquered, and beholding my extr.erne­

yout~ with eyes of compaffion, he was 
going away; ,but I a<lvanced, and de­
manded that he fhould engage with me; 
upon which we feiz ed each other. We 
flood ihoulder to fhoulder, and foot to 
foot: all our nerves were on the ftretch, 
,md our arma twifted together like fer­
pcn ts, each endeavouring to lift his an­

tagoniit from the ground. Sometimes 
he c:i-ttempted to throw me by furprife, 
by pufh ing me to the right fide, and 
fometimes he endeavoured to bend me to 
the left. Vvhilil he was trying me it. 

this nunner, J puihed him with fo much 
v·iolen ce tlut his feet gave way ; he fell 
on the fand, ;111d drew me u;ion him. In 
vain did he encieaYour to get me under 
h: , }-for I held him immove.ible beneath 

me. 
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me. All the people cried-' Victory io 

the fon of Ulyffes !' and I helped the 

mortified Rhodian to get up again. 

" The combat of the crestus was mor~ 

difficult. The fon of a rich citizen of 

Samas h~d acquired fo high a reputation 

in this kind of conf!iB:, that all others 

yielded to him, and there was none but 

[ who hoped for victory. At firfi: he 

ftruck: me feveral blo on the head, and· 

.ther-i on the ftomach; which made me 

vomit blood, and f pread a thick cloud 

.over my eyes. I reeled, he preffed upon 

me, and my breath was gone; but l was 

,eanimated by Mentor's crying out­

, 0 fon of Ulyifes, will you be van­

q uiihed ?' 

" Anger ga-ve me new ftrength, and I 

avoided feveral blows which I muCT: other­

wife have funk under. The Samian 

failing in a blow he made at me, and 

extending 

/ 
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extending his arm in vain, I furprifed 
him in that fiooping pofture: he was 
drawing back, when I lifted up my 
creftus, in order to fall upon him 
with more force : he endeavoured to 
avoid me ; but, lofing his balance, he gave 
me an opportunity to throw him down. 
He was hardly ftretched upon the earth, 
when I held out my hand to raife him: 
h e got li p befmeared with blood and dufl:, 
and in the utmoft confuGon, but did not 
dare to renew the combat. 

" Immediately after began the c1'ariot 
races. The cars were diflributed by lot, 
and mine happened to be the worfl, both 
as tc the lightnefs of the wheels, and the 

I 

ftren gth of the horfes. 
" W e ftart, and clouds of rifing duft 

obfcure the heavens. At firft I checked 
my fieeds, and let others go before me. 
A young Lacedremonian, whofe name 

was 
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was Crantor, prefently left all the 

reft behind him. A Cretan, named 

Polyaletus, followed him clofe . Hip­

pomachus, a relation of Idorneneus, 

who af pi red to fucceed chat unfortunate 

king, giving the reins to his foaming 

courfers, hung over their flowing manes; 

and the motion 9f his ch:.i.riot wheels was 

fo rapid, that they feemed, like the wings 

of an eagle cleaving the air, not to move 

at all. · l\1y freeds being warmed, by de­

grees I increafed my [peed, and foon left 

far behind me thofe who had begun the 

race with fo much ardour. Hippomachus, 

Idomeneus's kinfman, driving his courf­

ers with too much fury, the rnofl vigo ... 

rous of them fell down, and by his fall 
deprived his mafl:er of the hopes of'\ a 

qovvn. 

"Polycletus, leaning too much over 

his horfes, cguld not keep himfelf fafi: in 

;:i. i11ock 
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a {hock which his chariot received; he 

fell, th~ reins flipped out of his hand~, 

and he was very fortun ate in being able 

to avoid death. 

" Crantor, feeing with eyes full of in­

dignation that I was clofe behind him, 

redoubled his ardour, fometimes invoking 

the gods, and promifing them rich ofFer­

ings, and fometimes encouraging his 

fieeds with words. He was apprehen­

fi.ve left I ihould pafs between him and 

the goal; for my horfes, having been 

more favoured than his, were in a con­

dition to get before him, and he could 

no way prevent it but by obflrulting my 
paffage. To effect this, he ran the rifk 

of breaking his car againfl: tl)e goal> on l 

he did cr ufh his wheel ~gain fl it. 1 7 y 

fole care was to mcJke a fudden turn, 

that I might not be involved in his-di_f­

order: and I was in a moment at the end 

of 
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of the courfe. The people once mo~e 

cried-. ' Victory to the fon of Ulyffe~ ! 

·Tis he whom the &od~ appoint to reig~ 

over us.' 

" Then the moft illufhious and wifdl: 

of the Cretans conducted us into an an­

tient a.nd facred wpqd, where the elder~, 

whom Minos (their antient law- giver) 

had appointed judges of the people and 

guardians of the laws, aiTembled us toge­

ther: we were the fame who had con-
. . . 

tended in the gaµ1es-no ?ther.s were 

admitted. 

" T~e fag es opened the books, where­

in all the laws of Minos were collel1ed 

together. I was ftruck with ref peel: and 

awe as I approa~hed thefe feniors, whom 

age had rendered venerable without de­

priving them of their vigour of mind. 

Tl1ey were feated in order, and motion-

lefs 
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lefs m their places. A ferene and en­
gaging wifdom was confpicuous in their 
grave countenances. They were not 
eager to f peak, and faid nothing but 
what they had weighed beforehand. 
When they were of different opinions, 
they were fo moderate in maintaining 
what they thougbt on either fide, that 
one would hav~ imagined they were all 
pf the fame m~nd. 

"~ lo~g experience of things pafl:, and 
· conftant appli~ation to bufinefs, gave them 
a great infight into all things; but wh4t 
mo fl contributed to the perf eB:ing of 
their judgment was the tranquillity of 
their minds, which were wholly free 
from the extravagant flights and caprices 
of youth. Wifdom alone operated in 
them; and the fruit of their long virtue 
vvas, to have fo thoroughly fubdt~ed their 

pafiions, 
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paffions, that they tafied without alloy 

the fu\:>lime pl~afure of being g~wern~d 
by reafon. 

" While I was admiring thefe fages, I 
•. '1 

wifhed that my life could be contrall:ed, 

that I might ~t once arrive at fo valuable 

;m old age, and th0t~ght that youth was 

unhappy in being fo impetuous, and fo 

far diftant from this enlightened ~nd fe­
repe virtue. 

" The chief of the elders opened the 

book of the Laws of Minos. It was a 

large volume, anq w~s ~fually locked µp 

in a golden box, with the rar~fi: perfume&. 

All the elders kiifed it with ref peel:; for · 

they fay, that next to the gods, from 

whom good laws proceed, nothing ought 

to be fo facred to men as law$ defigned 
to render th~m good, wif~, <\lld h~ppy~ 
T4ofe who are intrQfted with the e;e-: 

J;µtion of the. laws for the government of . . . 
th~ 

.. 
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the people, ought a1ways to be governed 
by the laws themfelves; 'tis the la,v., 

not the manJ which-ought to reign.. 

" The prefide,nt then prop of ed the 

queftions whi.ch wer.e to he refolved by 
the maxims of Minos. 

" The firfi queftion was~ 'Who is the 
rnofl- free of all men?' Some anf wererl, 

A king who had an ab:folt1te domi­

nion over his fubjects, and was viB:o­

rious over all his enemies. Others main­

tained, that it was a man who was fo 
rich he could gratify all his de Gres. 

Others faid, it was a barbarian, who, 

living by hunting in the midft of the 

woods, was independent of all govern­

ment, and free from every want. Others, 

-aga n, b(dieved it was a man lately made 

freP, w. o, paffing from the rigours of 

flavery to freedom, had a quicker relifh 

than any other perfon of the f wee ts of 

libercy. 
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liberty. And lafily, others i\nagined it 
muft be a dying man, becaufe death 

freed him from every tie, and all man­

kind united had no longer any power 

over him. 

" When my turn came, I was at no 

ofs for an anfwer, becau-fe I had not for­

got what Mentor had often told me.-.._, 

'Thefreeft 0f aH men (faidl) is he who can. 

be free in flavery itfolf. In what coun­

try or condition a ma'n may be, he is 

perfelt:ly free, providecl he fears the p:ods, 

and fears nothing but t9em. In a word, 

the truly free man is he who, void of aU 

fears and. all defires, is fubjeB: only to 

the gods, and· to reafon.' 

" The elders looked on ·each other 

w ith a fmile, and were furprifed to fee 

that my anfwer was pre, ifely the fame as 

that of Minos. 

"They 
l 
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" They then propofed the fecond 
quefiion in thef e words.-c Who is the 
moft unhappy of all men ?' 
. "Every one faid what occurred to his 
mind: One faid, 'It is a man who has 
neither money, nor health, nor honour.' 
·Anoth€r faid, 'It is one who hath no 
friend.' Others maintained, that it was 
a man who had ungrateful and degene­
rate children. There came a fage of the 
ifle of Lefbos, who faid-' The mofl un-
happy of all men is he who thinks him­
felf fo. U nhappinefs arifes lefs from 
what we actually fuffer, than from the 
impatience with which we aggravate our 
mifery .' 

" A t thefe words the who]e aifemhly 
lhouted and applauded the fage of Lefbos, 
believing tbat he would carry the prize 
as to this queflion ; but my opinion being 

a~ed, 
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2 . ed, I anf wered according to}vientor1s 

maxims-
" ~ T he moft unhappy of all men,' I 

faid, 'is a prince who thinks to be happy 

by rendering other men mi ferable. His 
b1ind nefs doubles his unhappinefs; for, 

uot knowing his misfortune, he cannot 

cure himfe1f of it-nay, he is afraid 

even to know it. Truth cannot pierce 

through his crowd of flatterers, to a~rive 
at hi m. H is paffions are his tyrants, he 
;_I ov;rs not his d uty. H e has never tafted 

he pleafure of doing good, nor · been 

fenfible of the charms of uncorrupted 
·1nue. He is wretched, and deferv..es to 

be fo . His wre tchednefs increafes daily. 

He runs to his defl rultion, and the gods 

rcp::ire eternal punifhments for him.' 

" The ~-l10Ie aife mbly ovvned that I 

:i.1tl cutdon~ the Leibian Cage, and the 

elde rs 
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ekiers declared that I had hit upon the 

true fenfe of Minos. 

"Guided by the wifdom of Mentor, I 

was equally fortunate in replying to the 

remaining queftions. The elders now 

quitted the facred wood, and declared to 

the people that I was in all things the 

vill:orions candidate, and the neighbour­

ing mountains echoed with the cry of­

f Let the fon of Ulyffes reign over us!' 

'' Meantime Mentor approached, and 

whifpered me-' W~l you, 0 Telema­

chus ! renounce your country, and for­

.get Penelope your mother, and Ulyffes 

your father?' There words pierced my 

heart, and I cried aloud-' Hear me, 0 

Cretans ! If I contended in your games. 

it was not in hoyes cf re1gnin{; here> 

but to excite your efleem and compaffion, 

that you might furni!h me with the 

means 
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means of returning to . the place of my 
nativity. I had rather obey Uly:(fes my 

father, and comfort Penelope my mother, 

than reign over all the nations of the 

univerfe.' 

" Some cried that I ibould he com­

pelled to reign over them, and others de­

manded that I lhould appoint them a 
king; but I again a<ldreifed the Cretans, 

~dvifing them to felell: a monarch from 
among their own countrymen, one who 
had not merely conquered others in ex­

ercifes of the body, but one who had 

alfo conquered himfelf, one who had all 

his life punllually obeyed the laws, and 

whofe altions, rather than his words, 

fhould be the proof of his wifdom. I 
again received the applaufes of the Cre­

tans, whofe choice fell upon Ariftode­

mus, who had proved his virtues in the 

Cervices ht had rendered his country. 

"Ai 
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'' As we were eager to depart, the new 
king ordered a bark to be prepared for 
us; and we took leave of Crete and of 
Hazael at the fame ti'me, and o'n-ce more 
embarked for Ithaca. 

~-' The wind f welled our fails. Already 
the ihores of Crete had difappeared from 
our view. But a black cloud fuddenly 
overf pread the heavens; a fudden gufi: 
of wind carried away our maft; ;:i;nd the 
veffel drove at .random upon the rocks. 
The wa-t,er ruilies in on all fides; the 
failors utter a lamentable cry; I embrace 
Mentor, and exclaim-' Lo! death is 
here, we mufl: meet it with courage! 
Let us die, Mentor; it were in vain to 
~ontend with the frorm P 

'f Mentor anfwered-' True courage 
always finds fome refource. While rhefe 
~ffrighted people are bewailing the life 
they are abqut to lofe, let us not wafte a 

moment 
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moment in trying to fave ours.~ Thµs 

faying, Mentor feized a hqtch~t, ~nd cu~ 

away a plank from the {hattere~ ve~el? 
, aqd, throwing it into the fea, leaped upo11 

it, and invited me to follow. I did fo. 
' . : ' 

Frequently a wave as high as a mountain 

rolle~ over us; but we firmly k~pt our 
hold of the plan~, whiyh wa~ our ortly 

hope of fafety. We paffed ;he w~olt: 

night in this perilous fit¥ation. At 1aft 
the winds began to a~ate, and the iroaripg 

of the fea to fubfide. We defcried laµdJ> 
' t • • • 

and the winds wafted us towards it~ 
~ • • . l ~ • 

Hope then began to revive in our hearts; 
. . . " 

but we faw none of our companions? 
and the veffel was ftill beati~g to pic>ces' 

• ' ' I .. 

upon the rocks. We got. a{hore upon 

the beach of y·our iDand, where you; 0 . . ' 
migpty goddefs, vouchfafed us a kind re-
, • , J . • . • 

ceptwn •. 

The 
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The f weetnefs and modefty with 

which Telemachus had rnlated his ad-

v,.entures charmed Calypfo, who endea­

voured to en.chant him with her beauty 

and her artifices. She wiilied to difcov~r 
who this Mentor was, that feemed to 

protect the heart of Telemachus from 
her wiles; but the youth himfelf had no 
fuf picion that he was accompanied by 
;Minerva herfelf, under the form of 

Mentor, and therefo!e could not give h~r 
;my fatisfacrory information. 

Time pa~ed on, and Calypfo contrived 
ever-varying amufements and voluptuous 

ple~fures for Telemachus, in order to 

detain him in her iiland, and the youth 

began infenfibly t.o yield to her influ. 
ence. Mentor meantime, while Tde-

0;1achus was wandering through myrtle 

_groves with the god1efs Calypfo, or fol !" 
lowing 
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Eowing the pleafures of the chafe with 

her light-footed nymphs, retired to the 

f:ecret reeefs of a lofty cavern in the fo~ 

:Jen. and with his own hands cenllruct­

cd a ve:!fel for their efcape from thi.s dan,. 

gerous iiland. 

When the fhi p was finiilied, he led T .ele­
ma.ch ns toward the iliore. "0 blind Te­

lemaclrns !i' he faid, " you are ready to 

renounce Penelope, who expects you ; 

Ulyffes, whom you £hall fee again; Itha­

~> where you are to reign; and the glory 

tbe gods have defiined you to attain. 

AH thefe bleflings you would renounce 

to lead an inglorious life in this ifland 

with the artful Calypfo, whofe blandifh­

ments your virtuous father rej efled with 
difdaitJ. You have not forgot the cares 

you have cofl: me, nor the dangers you 

pave efcapep by my counfels. Be guide<! 

then, 
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· then, 0 fon of Ulyffes ! once mor~ by 

rie, Qr I muft for ev~r forfake yout 

Vlhile Mentor was fpeaking thus, he 

~ontinued his way towards the fea, and 

Telemachus fuffered hirnfelf to be led 

:without refi!l:ance. Coming at length to 

a fieep rock on the fea:fhore, and look­

~ng from this .em~nence~ they beheld 

a mel~mcholy fight-Calypfo had difco-

. ver~d the intended efcape of iv1entor4 

She called her nymphs-" Haften," fhe 

cried, while her eyes fl.allied with fury, 

" and burn the veffel which the rafu 

Mentor has built for his flight with Te­

~emachijs." They immediately light their 

torches, and run to the iliore. A;:id now 

~he ijames ~fcend, they confume the 

'.l'effel, and whirlwinds ~f fmoke rife to 

,~e very clouds. Mentor and Telema­

~~IJS ~eheld t~e blaze, '_lnd heard the 

!hout 
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fl.touts of the nymphs.-" Lo 1" faid 

Telemachus, "I ·am bound again in my 

fetters : we can no longer hope to quit 

this ifland." 

Mentor plainly perceived that the 

youth was about to relapfe into all his 

weaknefs, and that he had not a moment 

to lofe. He beheld at a difl:ance a vef­

fel riding at anchor, which durfl not 

approach Calypfo~s iiland, for all pilots 

knew it was inacceffible to mortals. 

Seeing the veffcl, and refolved co fave the; , 

virtue of Telemachus, he puflrnd him 

headlong from the top of the rock 

into the fea, and threw himfelf after him. 

Telemachus, ftunned with the fall, beM 

came at fir!l: the fport of the billows; but 

recovering himfelf, and feeing Mentor 

holding out his hand to affift: him in 

fwimming, he thought only of getting 

awav from the fatal ifland. 
4 

.The 
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The nymphs, who thought them ncnv 
their prifoners, {hrieked at beholding 
tbeir wonderful efcape ; and the furious 
Calypfo retired to the inmofl receffes of 
her grotto, which refounde<l with her 
cries and lamentations. 

Telemachus perceived with pkafur~ 
that the further he got from the ifland 
the more his courage and his love of vir­
tue revived. " Now I experience,'~ faid 
he, " that vice is to be conquered only 
by flying from it. Oh ! my beloved 
Mentor, how gracious were the gods in 
giving me your affiftance ! Without it I 
had been loft I now fear neither feas, 
nor winds, nor tempefls. My own paf­
fions are more to be dreaded than a 
thoufand lliipwrecks." 

The ihip which was at anchor, and 
towards which they advanced, was a 
Salentine bark. Mentor, when they 

were 
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were near enough to be heard, befought 

the affiftance of the mariners, and the 

commander of the veffel immediately or­

dered them to be taken in. 

The mariners crowded round them, 

eager to know how they had got into the 

ifland from whence they came, as it was 

faid to be poifeffed by a cruel goddefs, 

who puniilied with death every mortal 

who prefumed to land upc:m her coaft. 

]\!Ientor replied, that they were driven 

upon it, and that they were Greeks, and 

would gladly be landed at fome port 

from whence they could proceed to 

Ithaca, their native country. Telema­

chus continued filent; for the errors he 

had committed in the ifland of Calypfo 

had greatly increafed his prudence. 

During their voyage, Mentor gave his 

pupil daily leifons upon tJ:w art of go­

vermng 
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verning himfelf, and becoming entirely 
virtuous. One day, while Mentor was 
reafoning with Telemachus, the winds 
were fuddenly hufhed, the fea became 
calm, and fmooth as a mirror; the 
flagging fails could no longer bear for­
ward the veffel. They were near a little 
ifland, defert, wild, and furrounded by 
rocks; and they refolved to land, and re­
nofe themfelves till the wind ihould .. 
again favour their progrefs. 

Another veifel was· in the fame cir­
cumftances~ and the boats of the two 
{hips rowed to the £bores of the ifland 
at the fame moment. Telemachus 

heard a group of mariners and paffengers 

belonging to the other veffel converGng 
about the Trojan war, and extolling the 
wifdom of the mighty Ulyffes. Struck 

by the name of his father, he haflily ad-
vanced, 
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vanced, and de;nanded of the firft man 

p~ met tidings of U~yffes~ , 

The p~rfon whm'.!} he accidentally ad­

dreffed had a melancholy and dejell:ed 

air; he h~d pot been engaged in the 

conyerfation, n~r did he feem to hear 

the queftion of Telemachus, till ~twas a 

fecond time ~epeated, when he faid­

" Ulyfles will yet revifit Ithaca, jf the 

appeafed deities will at leng~h fuffer h~m 

to falut~ his houfehold gods." "\\7 hen 

the fira~ger had f .poken t~efe words, h~ 

ruilied ~nto a thick grove on the top of 

a rock, from whence he fteadfafi.ly" view-
c - I ' 

ed the fea> and feemed -'anxious to profe-' 
. ... . . . . 

cute his voyag~. 

T'eie ~1:achus loo.ke~ earnefilr upon 

him ; and the more he looked the more 
. ' 

he v.·as moved and aftoni!hed. He felt 
., ' 

anxious to know the misfortunes of the 

{lrange r, 
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fl-ranger, and he advanced to the ma ... 
riners, and afk~d his name, and to what 
country he belonged. '' He is," faid 
one of tbem, "a {hanger, and unknown 
to us;. but we have been told that his 
name is Cleomenes, that he was born in 
Phrygia, and that an oracle foretold be­
fore 11is birth, that if he did not remain 
in his own country he wo~ld beco~e a 
king, and that if he did remain there a 
dreadful peftilence would deftroy: the land. 
As foon as he was b(;nn he was fent to th~ 
ifle qf Lefbos to be educated, where he 
grew tall, robuft, and expert in all active 
and accompli!hed exercifes. The pre­
diction concerning bim becoming univer­
fally known, his own country would not 
receive him; and, wherever he went, kings. 
were afraid he would wreft: their crowns 
from them. Thus he has been a wan-

cl~te · 
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clerer from his birth, and can find no 
part of the world where he can obtain 
permiffion to fettle. .He vainly attempts 
to hide his misfortunes in obfcurity; 
his talents always, in f pite of himfe1f, 

· ihine forth and qetray him, He ia every 
where beloved, efleemed, admired, and 
expelled. His m_erit makes him feared, 
and e, eludes him from all the known 
eoun.tries of the world. He feems to 
h ave no a~bition; he does not aim at 
greatnefs; he would be very happy if 
the oracle had not promifed him a crown. 
T his is what is reported of the {hanger, 
of whofe fortunes you defired me to in­
form yo4.'' 

During th is converfation the fea be­
gan to be in motion, and the winds again 
da{hed the waves againfl: the rocks. The 

tparmers were all inftantly in motion, 

and 
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and the man that had f po ken of Cleo­

menes ran to rejoin his companions. 

Telemachus turned to gaze upon Cle­

omenes. His heart was moved for a 

virtuous, wandering, unhappy man, who 

was made the fport of rigorous fortune. 

'' I perhaps," faid he, " may fee Ithaca 

~gain, but Cleomenes will never more 

behold his native land.'' The [hanger on 

whom Telemachus was fiill 1ntently 

gazing, feeing his veff~l preparing to de­

part, defcends from the craggy rocks, and 

hurries on board the fhip, which cleaves 

th~ briny wave, and flies from the land. 

Telemachus grieves he knows not 

why; tears trickle from his eyes, which 

are fixed with am azement and anguifh on 

the little bark, of vvhich he now fcarcely 

beholds the fails. M entor approaches, 

takes hir!1, by the hand-'{ You weep. 

my 
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my dear Telemachus," he faid, '' ~-nd the 

caufe is not unknown to me: it is Nature 

that f peaks, and works in you ; it is ilie 

that melts your heart. The ftranger 

who excited fuch lively emotions in your 

breafl is not the wandering Cleomenes, 

but the great Ulyfles. He was not lefs 

affell:ed than you were ; but the gods do 

not permit you to know each other out 

of Ithaca." 

Telemachus ilied floods of tears­

" Alas ! my dear Mentor," he cried , 

"why did not you tell me it was .Ulyffes 

before his departure? Why did you let 

him go ,,;:ithout my [peaking to him? 

0 Ulyifes, my father, art thou gone for 

ever? Art thou fiill the f port of for~ 

tune? Had I accompanied my father, I 

fhould at leafi have had the fatisfaB:ion 

of dying with him. Ah, my dear Men-

tor, 
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tor, did you envy me my only happi .. 
nefs ?" 

"See," replied Mentor, "the temper 

of mankind. Yefl:erday, what would 

you have given oniy to he aif ureci thac 
Ulyifes was not dead, and today this 

very affurance overwhelms you with an­
guifh ! It is to exercife you in the virtue 

of patience that the gods keep you in this 

fufpenfe. You look upon this as loft 

time; but know, that it is the moft ufeful 

leifon of your whole life,-for it exercifes 

you in a virtue which is moft neceifary 

in thofe who are to command . Impa ­

tience is nothing but weaknefs, and an 

inability to bear pain. He that cannot 

wait, and fuffer, is like a man who can­

not keep a fecrct: both want firmnefs of 

foul. The greater the power of :m im­
patient man, the more fatal to himfelf is 

his 
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his impatience; I1e waits for nothing·; he 

breaks through all things to gratify ~im­
felf; he tears off the branches of the tree 
to gather the fruit before it is ripe ; he 
breaks down the doors rather than fi.ay 
to have them opened to him; he will 
n eeds reap when the wife hufbandman 

would fow,; every thing which he does 

is <lone in a hurry, and is ill done. The 
·wifefl leffons of Ulyffcs will not be more 
u[eful to you than his abfence, and the 
Ji , rd :01i ps you fuffer in queft of him, if 
}'OU make a right ui""c of them.'' 

Nlentor refolved to put the patience of 

l1 ·s pupil to a lail and yet feverer trial; 
T he mor:pent the youth was running to 
urge the Salentine mar i11ers to haften 
their departure, that he might purfue his 

fa the r, l\Ientor fudd enly flopped him, 

an d told . l~ im it was time co offer a facri-

fice 
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fice to rvTinerva. Telemachus readily 

executed what l'v1entor deGred. 

As foon as the facri fice was ended, he 
followed Mentor into the gloomy p2ths 

··of a neighbouring forefl:, ,vhere he fud­

denly perceived that the face of his friend 

affumed a new form. The wrinkles of 

his brow <lifappear. His hollow ancl fe­

vere eyes are fuddenly changed into eyes 

of a celeflial azure, and 6lled with divine 

fire; Hi·s white ancl uncouth beard va­

.nifhes. Noble and majefl:ic features, tem­

pered with fweetnefs and grace, prefent 

themfelves to the dazzled eyes of Telema­

chus. He beholds tne v1fage of a woman 

with a complexion more beautiful than a 

tender flower j ufl unfolded to the fun; 

the vvhitencf~-o f the lily blending with the 

crimfon -of the opening rofc. Eternal 

youth b!oo:ns on her face. An a.11bro-

fial 
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. :fial odour is diffufed from her_ flowing 

1reffes. Her veflments glitter like the 

lively colours with which the riGng_fun 

paints the dufky vaults of heaven, and 

gilds the clouds. In her hand foe holds 

a glittering fpear; her voice is fweet and 

mild, but {hong and inGnuating; all her 

words are darts of fire~ which pierce the 

1 very foul of Telemachm~,. a~d make him 

feel a pleaGng kind of pain. On her 

helmet is feen the folitary bird of wif­
dom, ,md on her breafl glitters the for­

P1idable ~gis, that makes even the gods 

tremble. By thefe marks Telemachus 

knows 1\/Iinerva. 

~, 0 goddefs," he exclaimed, " it is 

you yourfelf then who have deigned to 

conduB: the footfl:eps of the fon of Ulyf­

fes, for the fake of his father!" He 

would have proceeded, but his vo1c.e 
l 

failed 
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failed him. The prefence e:l the goddefs 
overpowered him, and he fell proftrate, 
without being able to utter a fingle 
word. 

At length Minerva fpoke : "Son of 
the wife Ulyffes,'' £he faid., "hear me for 
the laft time! I have never infttuB:ed 
any m~rtal with fa much care as I have 
inftrucred you. I have preferved you 
through {hipwrecks, in unknown coun­
tries, and through every danger that can 
try the heart of man. You, like ·your 
father1 have encountered every evil, and 
you are now worthy to tread in his fi:eps. 
Go,Telemachus; you willhavea iliort and 
ea[y paHage from hence to Ithaca, where 
U lyfles is already ;1rrived. Affift him in 
fight , obey him like the meaneft of his 
fubjeBs , and be an example to others. 
l' ... ly 1 uxu ry, pq~1p, ai1d extravagance ; 

phce 
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place your glory in fimplicity ; let your 
good deeds be the ornaments of your 
perfon and palace ; let them be the 
guards whi,ch furround you, and let 
every body learn of you wher.ein virtue 
~nd !rue h9nour confifr. Be · particular­
ly upqn your guard ag.ainfl the faults to 
~hich you are moil: prone-be jealous 
and fufpicious only of yourfelf. And, 
0 Telemachus, f~ar th~ go_ds J This feap._ 
is the greateft treafure of the human 
heart; it comes, attended by wifdom, 
juftice, peace, joy, -unmixed pleafures, 
and fpotlefs g1oty. I leave you, 0 fon 
of Ulyffes ! but my wifclom ihall never 
forfake you." 

~s the goddefs ceafed to fpeak {he 
fprung into the air, and involved herfelf 
in a gold and azure cloud, in which ihe 
pifappe_q.rc::d. Telemachus fighing, amaz-

, ed 
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ed and tranf ported, again threw himfelf 

profirate on the earth, and lifted up his 

hands to heaven· in fervent adoration .. 

When every trace of the goddefs had 

totally difappeared, Telemachus rofe. 

He fummoned the mariners, went on 

board the veiTel, and f peedily arrived at 

Ithaca, where he joyfully knelt at the 

feet of his father, who was already re­

fiored to his kingdom and his queen Pe .. 

nelope. 

THE END. 

The 
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