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P R E F A C Ee-

WHEN I fi1rvey the divine 

fin1plicity and bloon11ng attrac}:ions, 

that arc difplayed an1ongfi: the vai·ie­

gated tribes of the vegetable creation, 

I c. a~c to \ ·ender, that Queens Jcore­

go, Jo1· a zchileJ the cornplz>1nerzts ef a 

nation, or witlzdraw Jronz tile glitter oj' 

a co e RT, to be attended witli t!-te 1no;-·e 

Jp le n ,lid E Q u I p A G £ ef a B E D ef 
r L o ·'-v E R s ; ,,, here nothing feen1s 

, rant° ~1g L 1t t~ e :Jo ver of jj;eech) t8 

l ,al-.r, 
"'"- l .._ 
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make then1 beco1ne the moft pleafing 
Monitors. 

How far the Author of the follov,­
ing Fables, ,vrittcn fo1· the an1ufement 
of an exalted Perfonage, may have 
fucceeded, in clefcripti ve fancy, as a 
poet : it is hoped, that, the 1noral and 
refined ad1nonitions ,vhich 1nay be 
found to breathe, fron1. the fragrant 
bofo1n of a filver-robecl Lily, or a 
bloo1ning Jonquil, ,vill throw a veil 
over any poetical inaccuracies ; for 
who can paint like Nature? 

As to the novelty of the plan, I 
cannot but hold myfelf, in a great 

meafure, 
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1neafure., indebted to an ingenious 

Lady *, well kno,vn in the literary 

world. And can only fay, that I 

have found both health and recrea­

tion in the completion of it ; by 

{haring fome of the i\veetefi hours of 

contemplation, ainong the lovely fub-

jects of the -following pageso 

* The author of The Vizirs: or Enchanted Laby ... 

rinth ; an Oriental Tale: 3 V ols.----Wherein fhe deo 

fcribes with great tafie and fancy, the different paf. 

fions that are fubject to mifguide the warm and ex• 

panded imagination, of Youth by the Flowers they 

make choice of in the La.byri12th, 
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ZEPHYRUS AND FLORA. · 

I. 

AS late I wander'd o'er the flow'ry plain, 
vVhere Cambrian Cluyd pours his filver tide, 

Amidfl: the pleafures of fair Plenty's reign, 
And blufhing flow'rs and fruits on ev'ry fide: 

II. 
Soft figh'd the wefl: winds, murm'ring o'er the dale, 

\rVhofe ev'ry charm rofe frefher from the breeze; 
The lofty hills more boldly kifs'd the gale, 

\\-hich fkimm'd their tops, and fhook the wavy trees. 
B z The 



III. 

The fun defcending, iliot his golden beam3 

Afkance, with many a cloud his e.'ning throne 
Adorn 'd; while mountains, woods, and lucent fl:reams, 

vVith the lail: blu!hes of his radiance ilione. 

IV. 

Far il:retching hence, Cainbria's rough heights I view, 
\Vhere Liberty long fince forlorn retir'd, 

, Left fairer climes, and fkies of brighter hue, 
And, but at la.fr, triumphantly expir'd: 

V. 
An<l wide around me wound the fertile vale a, 

Fit theme and fubjeEt of the poet's fang; 
Whofe num'rous beauties load the palling gale, 

Whofe bteath repeats them, as it glides along. 

VI. 

Bright Pncebus· funk, dim twilight now fucceeds, 
Still gleaming dubious with uncertain ray, 

While tremblingly among the vocal reeds 

The ev'ning breezes {l:ill more faintly play . 
. a The Vale of Cluy-0. 

Amid 
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VIL 
Amid this beauteous, foft, and flow\:y fc~n.e, 

On a high bank, all liil:lefs, I reclin'd; 

Vhofe fhelving fides were crown'd with lively green, 

By tufted trees and bord'ring flow'rs confin'd. 

vnr. 
i 

Here, while the landfcape faded on my fight,_ 

vVild Fancy's eye il:ill brighter frenes fupply'd; 

l tview'd not the lafl:. track of parring light, 

Nor mark'd the fanning breezes as they dy'~. 

At lenglh, Im.1gination, roYing 1miiJ, 

Though gentle fleep had fetter\\ all my pow'rs 

In golden chains, my buiy foul convey'd 

To other land.kapes and immortal bow'rs. 

x. 
Methought I .frood amidil: a garden fair, 

Whofe bounds no fight of m)rtal eye could trace, 

Situate mid-way, betwixt earth, feas, and air, 

Unmark'd by Time, uncircinnkrib'd by Space. 

B3 Not 
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xr. 
Not half fo fweet was that delightfome dale, 

Which tq my waking view appear'd fo bright; 
For here did never-ceafing fons prevail, 

With mildeft fweetnefs temp'ring heav'nly light. 

XII. 
Spring breath'd eternal glories o'er the land: 

At1d gentle.fl winds. o'er fragr~nt lawns that blow, 
N uts\-l beameoue buda unfet by mortal hnnd, 

And op'ning flow'rs that without pln.nting grnw. 

XIII, 
Serene the hcav'ne, fave where n cloudy {hdne, 

Big with crele!lial plenty, fail'c.l on high, 
Show'r'd Spring's own rofes from her feat divine, 

And drew a purple .radiance o'er the 1ky, 

XIV. 
l'l.!eanwhile, foft mufic echoing from each grove, 

Tun'd to enchanting notes moil: foft and clear, 
That breath'd the foul of harmony and love, 

Thrill'd the rapt breafi, and charm'd the lifi'ning ear. 

And 
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Ai1d,frill the while, with voices loud and fweet~ 

The warbling birds in dulcet concert join'<l, . 

The waters murm'r}ng flow with ca<lence meet, 

"- Low anfwer'd by the gently whifp'ri.ng wind.'~ 

xvr~ 
Thefe themes of wonder filertt _I furvey'd, 

Attentive hanging on each dying found ; 

Pleas'd with the glories which I faw difplay'd, 

And fcetl(;S of joy and pleafure op'ning round : 

xvu. 
Yet !till methcrnght a eertain want appear\i, 

Of fome to own this fpot, fo heav'nly fair, 

Elie were each charming flow'ret vainly rear'd, 

" To bloom unnotic'<l to the defert air :'' 

XVIII. 

Elf e, were in vain thefe foft melodious ftrains, 

\Vhich the whole foul of harmony infpir'd, 

Pour'd to the ,, ild woods and the lonely plains1 

Though worthieft Hill by all to be admir'd . 

B 4 Sue 
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XIX. 
£uch w~re creation's firft imperfeB: hours, 

When the gay heav'ns in early beauty !hone, 

And earth, bedeck'd with beafts, birds, plants, and flow~ri, 
Spread all her bofom to the genial fun; 

xx. 
Unfinifh'd frill the mighty work appear9d, 

Till Man, the lord of all, was bid to rife; 
'\i\lith open brow his face divine who rear'd, 

J\i-.c1 fo;,;:5h t witl- \1pl'i~h look hie 11ativ~ fki ~., 

XXI. 

Thus a:; 1 p::us d, frill louder fwell'd the notes, 
From ev'ry bufh, and brake, and echoing hill; 

'\Vhjle chojrs· creleitial feem'<l to tu ne their throats, 

And with glad voice the chearfol chorus fill. 

XXII. 

Then, by fome magic pow'r fwift fnatch'd away, 
.Ev'n to the midil of that delightful land, 

I 11iew'd at once 2.11 cad in bright array, 

·\ thoufand Genii of the gardens iland. 
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XXIII. 

But far above all thefe a ieat was plac'd, 

Drefs'd with each flow'r tp.at e,/ry feafon knows, 

Whofe vary'd tints, in gem-like order, grac'd 

T he rural theatre which g,radual rofe. 

XXIV. 

For lo ! the Genius of eac~ blooming flow'r 

Brought his own fav'rite with peculiar care, 

To <leek the arch of this -incbanted bow'r, 

And, bowin.g at the throne, he plac'J it there. 

x-xv. 

., . 

A fight more beauteous , ne'er did eye behold, 

Tha:1 thefe bright tribes th~t glitter'd on the day; 

An<l, rich in purple dyes and fl aming gold. 

Did their bright · bofoms to tI-1e fun difplay., 

XXVI. . 

Such was the throne ;-but oh! what pen can trace 

The heav'nly beauties of the matchlefs Two, 

'Who, glO\ving with each bright creleil:ial grace, 

Sat there aloft, confpicuous to the view ! 

B 5, Th¢ 

9 
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XXVII. 

The fidr, a youth of fweet and gentle mien, 
Vv ith many a wreath and knotted garland crown'd; 

Whofe beauteous vifoge glow'd with charms ferene, 
And on whofe ihoulders purple wings were bound : 

XXVIII. 

Thefe when he f preads, reviving Nature poms 
Her copious treaf ure3 of immortal bloom ; 

WhiHl: through vafr realms he fcatters vernal frores, 
And from his downy pinions ili.akes perfume. 

XXIX. 
His name was ZEPHYRUS; and next him fat 

The beauteous goddefs of the blooming year, 
The confrant partner of his rural frate, 

To heav'n and earth, to gods and mortals dear; 

XXX. 
Fi.oRA, bright pow'r, who ili.eds a thoufand f weets 

O'er thoufand lands, what time her gifts appear, 
What time her confort with his kiffes greets 

Her coral lips, and wakes the rifing yea:· 
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XXXI. 

Her beauteous face was <leck'd with youthful pride, 

Her graceful form in flamy robes was drefs'd; 

And ev'ry charm wild Nature could provide, 

Adorn'd her head, and beam'd upon her breafr. 

XX XII~ 

Befide the -throne, rang'd in fair order, :flood 

The various Seafons of the rolling year; 

By all their train of months, weeks, days, purfu'd: 

And all their various fymbols flouri!h' d here. 

XXXIII. 

Firfl: came the SPRING, led by the rofy Hours, 

Vlith all the Loves and Graces in her train; 

Deck'd with her wreath of never-fading flow'rs, 

Diffufing odours o'er the iiniling plain. 

XXXIV. 

Next SuM ME R came; his cheeks with ardour fir'd, 

\Vith his own blu!hing fruits and harvefis crow n'd; 

Before whofe face the infant Spring retir'd, 

And with her rofes .il:rew'<l the ruifet ground. 

B6 Stain'd 
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XXXV. 
Stain'd with the grape's 'prefs'd juice, with !l:eadier pace, 

Still looking backward on preceding time, 
Ripe AUTUMN next fucceeded in his place; 

Scatt'ring rich fruits, the growth of ev'ry clime .. 

XXXVI. 

Lafr W1NTE R comes, with heavy ftep and flow, 
A hoary captive bound in icy chains ; 

Vlith haggard eyes, and mantle dipp'd in fnow, 
Who frill of cold in Spring's own realms complains.. 

XXXVII. 
Not one of thefe, but from their various ftore 

Some otI'ring meet to lovely Flora pay ; 
Not one of thefe, but wiili that off'ring more, 

And her foft reign rnofr willing1y obey. 

XXXVIII. 
Ev'n W1 NTER's felf, with look averted, throws, 

His thin-firewn flow'rets on the gocldefs' fhrine; 
E v'n his cold bofom for a moment glows, 

When he beholds her radiant form divine. 
But 



XXXIX.~-

Eut now the Genii of each plant and · ffow'l', · 

Rang'a in fair order, wait her high commands; ; 

And eacb, al<proaching her delicious bow'r, 

In expecbti~1 of her verdict ilands. 

XL. 

For many of the {ardcn's painted race, -. 

And fome that \'vith tl,fir colours <leek the fidd, 

Rivals in wealth, in tieauty, and in grace, 

Had wag'd high wars, tmknowing how tc·yield •. 

XLI;. 

All daim'd preferment, and each one could boafl: 

Of fome bright beauty or perfection dear, 

"i.Vhich fhould induce mankind to prize her mofr, 

And to preferment make her title clear. 

XLII. 

And fame, of empty thew and titles vam ; 

Alas ! that Pride fo many {hould deceire ! 

Clciim'd o'er their kindred plants and flow'rs to reign: 

And of their birth.right others would bereave. 

1 
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XLIII. 
The Crown Imperial, and the fj_)urious Flow'r 

Which boafrs of royal arms and royal mien a ; 
The warlike Plant that claims immortal pow'r b, 

. And that gay _ lady call'd the Meadow's ~een. 

XLIV. 
All thefe, and more, that fcorn'd a fubjecl: fiate, 

Rofe to the claim of high imperial f way : 
.Forgetting- to be good was to be great- . 

They -rofe to rule, unpraclis'd to obey. 

XLVr 
Others again for beauty's meed contend, 

Chief amidfl: whom appear'd the Tulip race; 
A painted tribe, . born only to contend 

For praife, where all is giv'n external grace. 

XLVI. 
Alcrea proud c ; and lovely Venus' joy, 

That does from adverfe winds its title claim'; 
The once conceited, [elf-admiring Boye, 

Whofe love prepoft'rous gave a flow'r a name. 

a Iris, or Fleur de !is. b Larkfpur. c The Hollyhock. 
d Anemone, or Wind Flower. c N arci(fo5, 

The 
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XLVII. 

The proud Carnation dipp'd in brightefl: -dyes,­

Vifho fiill with thirfr of praife and glory burns.; . 

'\Vith her whofe mirrour cheats deluded eyes•, 

And !he that il:ill to her lov'd Phcebus turns b: 
XL VIII~ 

Tl:iefe, with their num'rnus chiGfs of diff'rent hues-; 

The painted Cock's Comb,. and his lofty tra~n, 

Their beauties vaunting, to the refr refufe 

To !hare the glories of their gaudy reign.-

XLIX. 

'rhe judges fat, each fe_p'rate claim was hear9; 

While fome. for rule, and fome for praijes, fought ; 

And fome had been difgrac'd, and fome preferr'd, 

As in the goddefs' mind their various pleadings wrought" 

L. 

But her lov'd confort, gehtly whifp'ring, faid: 

" \iVhat means my ~een, on thefe to cafr her fight, 

\i\Tho have but pride or lufr of fway difpby'd, 

Nor brought their real worth or virtues to the light?" 

2 Bell Flower, Corn Violet, or Venus's Looking Gfa[s. 

~' Clytie, or the S1i1n Flower. 
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LI; 

How many abfent now, more fair than thefe, 
Wit~ _ gr'eater fragrance in lone valleys blow ? 

Or, if the ga.rden's flo1A('ry tribe more pleafe, 
Where . do the Rafe and lovely Vi'let glow ? 

LII. 
The Lily where;. and all that num'rous hofr, · · 

Who claim true praife to innate virtue due; 
. Or do they merit .leajl who loudefl boajl, 

And with falfe . glare impofe upon the view? 

LIII. 
For fore, of all who feel my genial gale, 

Or to the fun their fragrant breairs unfold, 
The befr and fweetefl: that on earth prevail, 

Yet do I not in this fair court behold." 

LIV. 
He faid; and FLORA, rifing from her th rone, 

Ba~le prefent fearch for ev'ry one be made : 
Who, though their oti 'rings on her altar !hone, 

Their mo.deft hafie had from the court com·ey'do 

Suait 
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LV ... .. ' 

Stralt they return~d·:-The lovely blu!hitig Rofe,. 

The Lily ever chai1:e and -ever fair, . 

'I'he Vi'let fweet with purple tints that glows, 

And Myrtle green,. that fcents the a'.m:bient ai~~ 

LVI~. 

lVith many more, grateful to fight and fmeU? 

By bounteous heav'n with tnatchlets ch.arms endu\i ;_. 

That it1- the fragrant meads or gardei~s dwtll, 

Or which wild waite; from hmt1an eyes fodude; . 

. LVU,, 

Thefe by their Genii now. in mode-ft guife, 

Excus'd from pleading 'midi1: the mingled thro?J.gj­

Claim'd but the tribute all aJ!ow'd their prize, 

Nor fought th~ir own jufl: praifes to prolongo. 

LVIII. 

Yet, thefe once feen, abafh'd their rivals :CT:and; 

And would ha·ve fled, but FLo RA this deny'd; 

'Who, riung graceful, with her out-ihetch'd hand?., 

Thus briefly to th' afiembled pow'rs apply'd : 

" Genii--; 
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ti-i. Genii of gardens, meads, and fylvan fcenes, . 
Attendant frill in FLORA's vernal train, 

Say what , this ardent, fond contention means, 
Why.11rive you thus for pow'r, and ilrive. in .. vain? 

LX •.. 

Are .- you n~t all beneath our iceptre bleil: ; 
· Say, do not all confefs ollr gent1€ f way? 

Then feek twt ofie to triL1mph o'er the rei1:, 
i .ut each in peacgfal orrler fiill .obey. 

LXI~ 
So all the gl~ries of my reign !hall !hare, . 

So all be -il:ill in poets fangs renown'd, 
So !hall my ZEPHYR il:ill with .,gentle.fl: air, 

Wave o'er your beds, with bloom eternal crown'd. 

LXII.' 
And you, who not for pow'r; but beauty's charm~, 

For gat!dy tiri.ts, frill fiercely would contend; 
What enviou~ fire foch · gentle bofcms warms? 

And where, alas ! ·ml.}fi the mad contefi end ? · 

Each 
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LXIII .. 

Each has her charms, and each peculiar worth, 

To all in various portions duly giv'n, 

. By fecrer Nature working at its birth, 

The lavifh bounty of indulgent Heav'n., 

LXIV. 

Each has hel' chatms :-but view the bluiliing Rofe,_ 
Behold the · beauties of the Lily £air; 

Few boait of equal cxce1le11ce to thoi~; 

Yet with thtir modeil: merit n,me CQtnpim,,_ 

LXV •. 

'rheie, therefore, we prefer; and though no Ol:eel'i ·· 
Befides Ourfelves we will to hold the reign; 

Yet, for their true defert confpicuous feen, 

We rank them foremoft on the flow'ry pl~in,. . 

LXVI. 

Hear, and obey; and if au~ht elfe- abid~, 

To raife difpute among your orders bright; 

Still by true merit let the caufe be try'd, 

And fpecious jlNw yield to more folid right." 

She 
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LXVU •. 

~he fpoke ;-the Seafons, and the winged Hours, 
Confirm'd her voice; then breath'd a rich perfumell 

Which ZEPHYR fcatter'd wide o'er all the flow'rs, 
And deck'd their leaves with more than mortal bloom. 

LXVIII. 
Then, his lov'd confort frraining in his ' arms,. 

With gentlefr touch falutes her fwelling breail:; 
Who il:rait ilione forth in more refulgent charms, 

As J uNo when by vernal J ov s car"'fs\l • . 

A:J1d .fudden joining in a mazy da:tce, 
The airy phantoms of the fcen~ appear~d; 

Some to the fprightly timbrel did advance, 
While. fome their clear harmonious 'Voices rear'd., 

LXX. ' 
But One am the refr, who view'd me fland 

Intent, and gazing on the prof peel: near, 
Came forth, and gei.tly touch'<l my trembling hand, 

And ba.de me mark his words, and nothing fear: 
" Ana 
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LXX!. 

'«' And feefr thou not (faid he) thefe vary'<l flow.,rs, 

Contending frill for beauty or. for fway ? 

·such are the contefrs which employ man's hours, 

In life's fuort, bufy, tranfitory day. 

LXXII. 

For what is gaudy beauty's fhort-liv'd bloom, 

The pomp of pow'r, of riches, or of pride; 

'Soon bury'd in the undifl:inguifh'd tomb, 

"\,i\Thich all their boafted pomp at once mufl: hide ? 

LXXIII. 

·v IR TUE alone furvives, immortal ma.id! 

Her truly amaranthine flow'r fhall blow, 

When all the reft are wrapt in duiky fhade, 

And laid in dark and duil:y ruins low. 

LXXIV. 

Hear, and attend !---improve the moral ftrain, 

So rnay'fr thou fail fafe through life's dang'rous fea; 

o from thefe fcenes thou wifdom may'il: attain, 

And FLORA prove l\1rN ER v A's felf to thee." 

He 
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LXXV. 
He ceas'd; and well I mark'd the prudent lore, 

And much revolv'd his faying in my mind; 
Bent all the myfl:ic moral to explore, 

By this romantic, fplendid fcene defign'd. 

LXXVI. 
Bnt, the full concert f welling on my ear, 

The bands of Sleep diifolv'd, away he flies; 
At once the train of phantoms difappear, 

And on my waking fight the vifion dies. 

LXXVII. 
No longer now near f LOR A's bow'r I frood, 

But view'd with op'ning eyes the rifing day; 
Then down the Valley fair my path purfu'd, 

And homeward cook ms, folitary way. 

FABLE S 
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The HOLLYHOCK. and the LILY of the VALE. 

1 • -'T VI AS early morn, Sol's radiant beam.s 
· Illum'd the landfcape rounq. _ · ;,_ J:. ~ , ," • 

The dew-drops glitter'd Oll the day, . ;• T 1. 

And gem-like deck'd the ground. 1 .· .) 

II. 

Yrithin the garden's cultur'd walks 

A Hollyhock there grew ; 

An~ there the Lily of the Vale 
Kept humble difhmce due. 

C 

Elate 

' \ 
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.JII. 

"l~ktte ,wit'h . pricte, 'the gaucl.y flow'r 

Expands its f welling ·breafi-; 

•nd, joying in the vernal fcene, . ' 

., rfhe .L1L-Y thus a.ddrefs'd: 

IV. 

,.1;~ What doh: thou here, mean paltry thing, 

" Go blow in yonder field ; 

-,, Nor thus .difgr-ace fair FLOR.A's tribes, 

/' ' _,That heav'.nly JJeauties yield • 

. v. 
~(, 'Go, tvft-M rhy fa-i~t aRd £ck1y · 11-ue j 

·" Some cheatlefs v:fle adorn-; 

u But here intrl1de !'lot on our reign, 
" Nor drink the dew -of morn.-

-vr. 

" \,VhiHl: I with heighten'<l colours g.low, 

" In Summer's liv'ry gay; 
,,, imbibe the fofteil tints of 'Light, 

G' And glitter on the day • . 
H Me 
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Vlt. 
'' :Me yondet golden fun fha11 warm, 

" At morn and noon-tide hour ; 
" And me his ev'ning beams attend, 

" Like his own fav'rit~ fiow'r. 

Vitt . . 
'' Nor yonder R~ nor Eacchus' P.l~t; 

" Which twining near me _grow~ 
" Can boa!l: more ex~e11enee tfom me, 

'' Or brighter dyes difdofe. 

IX~ · 

'~ Hence thou ! nor this fair f pot profane)) 
" \Vhere fairer fluw\:ets blow ;. 

'' Return again to fhades. obfcure, 
" And there neglected grow." 

x. 
The L1 LY heard, with decent gr.rce, 

That fcorn' J the boafl:er's pride ; 
'Then from her lone, unenvy'd bed 

· he thus in brief reply'd ; 

C .i "From 
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XI. ~ 

" From vaunting 1,qud w l~~t f fame is .gain' d, 

" To raife the boafier's. name; 

·'' Or might not yonder blu{hing Rofe 
( 

I 

'' Exert a fairer claim ? 
. I .. 

·xrr. -

""' A~d many a -flow~r ' that round ""thee b1ows., 

" In the bright garb of'Spring; · 

·-'' Or, rich in elegant -perfumes; 

·'-' That frent the Zephyr's wing • . 

xnr. 

£i, The vine, with ·pnrple cluirers . deck'a, : I 

" Shall foon rich fweets bei1:ow ; 

e, \VhilJ1 thou, a barren fl.ow'r at be.ft, 

" Art only m:ide for fhow, 

XIV.: 

"'' ·For ME ;-what Nature form'd; 1 ain; 

" I envy not thy pride; 

" Nor feek to raife a greater boa fr, 
' 

" By Providence deny'd. 

:, 

, r -
. > 

,l . '. 

"Yet 



'' Yet in. fome darl{ and ~.ang'rnu~ t~11ltr~ ,\ , ,~! -. , -:,,~:·,.: 

" · \Vhen tempeils rude .aff~l ,~ ,·. ~ , :-!· .. i} 

" Ev'n thou. may'il: wifq .- th~ h~1m9h;r ;Jtate •. i, \, : • .' • 

" Of.LILY OF THE V.,\I~E.'' ,.'.~ ... .l •. '.. .;. (._ ·~ '1.. 

XVI~ 

Safe frofo her· humble fpqt )he faJd, ,,_·~ ~., ., ... •: ·, .. 
1 

.. 

And view'd . the changi11g :fliy,; , . _ , .. ~·, 

From op'ning clouds the ~huFlqers-.br~~,:· __ .. 
7 

• .-:.·~:. \ •• 

• 0 
• l ,:.. 4 :.. I • \' -. ,. J;''.t, \, 11\ ' 'Iii, ••«. 

The hnd lightm11gs. fly:. ~ .. , ·- . - . r T . , •v-
.l .1- \, L . -, U , ., • .i. ; • , -

xvn~-

Eull 011 the gan~en's lofty wall, 

The flow'rs . exalted .. place, 

The fires retB.ereaL fwiftly fall, 

And rend its folid, bafe. 

xvnr. 
And now the boail:er"s' tn1il and p~0ido :.· 

Affur'd· her overthrow. ; -

Her glories buried in the dufl-,.. 

By one dc.ilrucli.ve blow. 

C 3 Th-: 
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XIX. 

The L1L Y view'tl ' the ruin'd! flow'r, 

Ana !trait this Moral drew; 
Beauty and Pridi! are idfy va/.12, 

But Pr(IJje is Merit..; due. · 

xx. 
Daug/;tets'iJf .Albion, timeb 'Lvt:ft, 

Attend the m.oral tale; . 

j ' I 

• I • 

r • 

.llnd· 'imitate 'i.,lJitl/ prudenf carc- ,J ..). I ; , i 

Tm: LtLY O.F T.HE VAL~ .• 

'' . . -

l '/(! 1., . I. I 

.. ' 
f 

FABL~ 
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F A . B' Tt· 
. L 

/ 

.l 

The AL O ,E in BLos s 0 -M~ 

"·· F··R O fv! w:umer :limat~s- e.~rl~ ~~r~e, _ 
. · " Where beams the g.od ot light! 

" · How gaily b'looms yon lofty · plant; --

" In native colours bright! 

"- The reot,, the plant, the leaf,. ' the ?low~r1;") 

" Alike_ our wonder :rni.fe .; -~ 

" · Ao.d aU confefs the . fragrant flock, .. 

''- ·Renown'd m anci_e.IJ.t. d<;Js• 

UI. . . 
" -Some, fay, but one rer-olYing age-. , 

" Beholds- thy beau.ties_ fpread ; , 

" And rear aloft . to genial fun~ 

~' , Its , higb)y blooming bead. 
. C4 ~ 

.. ., 

. \ 

' 

•• 

I> 
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IV. 
H But thou, ljke Merit, kindly nurs'd, 

'.' · AiJ. early fpring wilt know; 
'-' \Vhile, check'd by rigid, fro~vning fkies, 
_ ,,,. Thy gems forget to glow. 

v. 
" · Emblem of Genius rarely know n, 

"' And ilill ·more rarely giv'n ; 

u To reap the good itfelf imparts, 

" And ffiare the gifts of Heav'n, 

VI. 

·," Say, glorious ihanger, rear'd erewhile 

" L1 <lifrant, fun11y lands ; 

" Can either India more beH:ow, 
" · Than Alb.ion's· ifte commands?-1 

'VII. 

" In weilern and in fouthern climes 
" Too long hafr thou been plac'd; 

" An<l India's fands, and Afric's wilds,. 

" Thy beauteous prefence grac'd, 

. !: 

. ; 

'' Deign 
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VIII~ -

~,- Dcign · then, 0 fov-'i-eign 'plint; thy 'balrfit , 

" On this our · land beftcw; ~ : · ) ... ! 

" · And gi ,·e thy flow'rs in all 'their grace, 

" And luihe ,here to blow.''- ·-
• 

' 1 

JX. r 

The Guardian .S)lpli; .that watch'ct tt:e .ffo~_v'r; 

Confefs:d- before me .ito~cr; 
And !hook his bright and ·funny _loch, 

And thu.s my . fuit ··withilool'; . .1 

;, . Ceafe, ceaft\ he cry'd, foch boons to" -~ic, 
" As tcarce defen-e a name; 

1' \\-hile Albion, favour\l from abov~, 1 

" Cm greater bleffings claim_. 

x. 
' Still, ilill, th · r 1e111 an~1 f1-ri.cy frore; 

.s Let either India b fl. • \'-' 

' And Afric va.L nt the precio 

., That. glitter on her coaft 

CS 

. [ nds, 

' 1 , ' 

·t '. • 

. ' • t ~ 
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XIf. 

·u Not thefe, nor :all. the· hiddep wealth, 

" "That · earth. or fea. pofi'efs ; 
' -
0 ·Can match t~9fe richer gifts of he:ii:v'n, 

" ·Which fair Britannia bkfs ... 

XIIR 

•, Peace, Freedom, Wealth. fmm fartheft {hore'Si>' 
,u By golden ·commerce· b;.ought ;. 

'' All thefe are bers, and ev'ry gpod, 
' . 

H- By har,~cft nations fought •. 

xvn. 
.,• ·Ne~ rhts atone;· hert=- Genius hfooms}, 

" A PlcnJr e:i.:.-ceH~~g mine. · 

·u ~or _af'ks a whole :revolvi-n~ ag~,­
_., ln &,\or,ies to refine •. 

XVIII .. 

•• Here .to,o the Faw,. with beauty bri'gpt,. 
'' The. hearts of heroes warm; 

" T~~- 4~',,,a11 hloJTolM genial b~ow;, 
'-' An4 ·flli for.t\ ev'ry chaID4 

" Ceaf~ 

.. 



XIX. 

K Ceafe then, nor en'1!)} other. clime~ 

" 'lbeir beaitties thinjy flre:rwz ; 

H· But learJJ rwith deeent pride ~ . prize:;..~ . 

" · :!'he bltjlings qf _;JJou.r t)-11.m;! · 

·C 

.. 
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.,. 
l \ 

I~~ 

D. EE P in- a-lone fequefier'd vale, 

\Vhere many' a :frreamlet flows.,; 

And nurs'd by many' ~ gentle gal~ -

Soft \.1loom'.d a damafk Rofe .. . 

u.-. 
The Summer's fum, the Zephyrs bland,. 

All own'd her peerlefs q1,1een ; 

The honey'd Bt:e, Spring's f\veetefl child, 

Oft' fou£ht her breail: ferene. 
u 

nr. 

Her beauties op'ning on the day, 

\Vith ev'ry grace were crown'd ; · 

I mbib'd the golden folar beam, 

And deck\\ the defart grm-md,, 

't. . 

, '> •• !) r~ 
I -· ' 

1 -.., I 
"· 

.... 

r • . 

Daughtet 



IV • . 

" Da-ughter of, Nature, fii11 ihe blow'd, . 
Where fa.1maft .'. face ne~er , fhone ; 

And fpr~ad he.r~ bl9.fib11;1s · t_o- the v1e.w 
. . "· ( 

BcUt, of. the Su,n alone.' . 

V •. " 

Pride of · the · Eafr; a br~ ghrer glow, -, 
Beyond our ·gardtm's h1oom, 

Eade her -with heighten'd bea11ty- blufu, .. 

And fcatte~--rich perfume •.. 

v1.- _ 
Her .rude'ly ruili1ng .V1'tough .the .air · 

An angry HORNET 
1fpy'd; 

Vow'd . to enjoy .the .heav'nly flow'r; , 
In all her .. blooming . P!ide .. . 

vu. 
:Bald fon of heat, with rudefr -hafl:e~ 

His comfe he firnit Pddre1~'d; 

T.o rifle all her charms _in fpi_te,, 

And riot on her breail:. 

. ' 

He 
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VIII. : 

He fearch 'd each leaf, eac-h b1o1fom · WO'Qndt._ 

\Vith rude unhallow'd rage; 

Yet nothing coulu nrs,. fear.eh 

His paffion to . afi'uage. _ 
e:KpJt,re,, . 

! 

The beauteous flow'r, though: wildly renti-, 

No fweetnefs would: afford; 

But hurt by many a . vengeful thorn., 

His railinefs he, deplor'd. 

x. 
At length,. thus baffled ana : deceiY'd))~ , 

Enrag'd, he filence brok~ ; 

And · now of ev.,ry hop~ bereft, 

He thus inf ulti11g fpoke; 

XI~ 

" Vain gaudy flow:r, they term thy breaft 

'' Engaging, bright, and fair; 

~, Who feek thy bofom, ne'er iliall find 

~' Or joy or fiveetnefs there. 

l 

' ; 

H 

4 , 

~' The 
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XII; ,, 
' 

s, The Bee in.deeq, thy fay'r_i,1:e, frill .,, ri.> 

"' Says, Honey fp riogs frpm thee ;·, , 

_
0

' Yet nought but trou ble, ,car.e, and pam, 
" ·Hail thou befrow'd on me .. 

xur. .. 

I• . 

' Then boaft no more . thy beauteous form· 
• ' ; - . J 

44 That fiill . excites defire.; 

" Since Thorns alone thou -canfi beirow, 

' To quench a lover's fire.'~ 

XIV. 

T hen thus the Rofe,-" Intruder vile ! 
'' \Vho thus would'11 force emplpy ; 

.. 

' Though arm'd with pow'r; know :ris not thi ne 
" To tafte fubfiantial. joy._ 

xv~· 
'·' 'Fhe Bee, who fips each f weet that glows 

r• In lawn or. !ha<ly bow'r, 

u T a!tes all the honey as he fli es, 

" But ne rer wounds the flow'r. 

., 

"' \Vhih 
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XVI. 

• \Vhi!Il: thOlt, both iinpions and unwife, 
" Of all our tribes the fcorn , 

H For ev'ry vioJated tweet 

~' Shall always meet a _thorns° ,;:; ,. . 

~· f, 

:J 

... ' 1..... • • . 
),.i.1 't •• 2 1 .. r 1 ., 

::. _,:r.,t -Of!OL.1. ~ I ..., 

) 

FABLE 
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. 
( , , { r / r• I, f t r 

Y A B t E IV .. 

The SENS-ITIVE PL A.NT~. 

L .. 

-RARE plant, or flo.w'r,, or nymph-like tree,,. 
With human fenfe endu'd ; · 

Why do.fr thou. !hr-ink bem:ath the touch,., 
And bear but to be vie-w'd'I 

II. 
S.ay does- fome Hamadryad chufe: 

In that green frem to live ? 
Ana to her highly favour'd !hrine 

This ihong. fenfation give ? 

III. 
Well for thy fake th~.ir ancient oaks 

The wood-nymphs. might forfake ; 

And in thy purer bofom wi!h 

1:heir lo·/d abodes to make. 



r 
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IV. 
Yet why indignant from each hand 

Alike dofi: thou retire ? 

Does ev'ry touch, replete with i11, 
Alik€ thy hate intpire? 

V. 
Too cautious nymph ! well might'fr thou deign 

To fome thy breafr unfold; ' - ., , 1 

Sure thofe would 'i.\J(J:/Ojhij, at- the >totttb, 

vVho Juve when they bcho& • 
..,,' I, 

VI. 

Shrunk rn herfelf, with modeft grace 

The Plant thus fair reply'd, 

" Whate'er my fource, my rnaidem fte.te 

" But ill agrees with 1pride a. , 

VII. 
" In purity alone I joy ; 

r " l feek no other fame, 

'' But that which fr~ chafte -m!he~ ~1ows, 
" And fuits a virgin's name. 

1, 

r 

a This flower is encompafi"ed ~itb tliorns, an~ it; root is {aid ts 
have a poifonous quality, • 

"Nymphs 
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vrn. . . 
u ·Nymphi5 of the woods, th_e groves,, ap.d iheams,-. . . . 

" Too oft have .£ound the fmart 

" Of looier fires, \~hid~, 01:~ie; indul~~~t.' .. ·. ~ .. 
3 

,, ,vm rankle in the heart. _ 

_j 

~ ,. 
'' ;.'( .. 

f:, 1He n~ nide touch ihull e'er profane• ) { 

" That guar4)f Ol!Ce I ltav~, ,. .... L 

~, Of ev'ry· virtue well i~ ~f:O'f . 1, .r.. -~ ,\ 
" Mankind would me berea ;e.... ..., 

,-:- j 

.- 'x.--
,c Nor this alone, know>· cu~ious , youth,, ,c,; - :1 

" A thorny ni.ai.l l' own ;·.· J ·1 J f • , - 1" • 77 a 

~' Foe to the -rafh un"think-ing , ·ha·nd .,,, · . 1 r :i fl ~ • 
" That violates my throne • . r r 

!) .. ' • l ' q 
xr. 

.: - ) 1"' • 

' ' And ev'n .. withip this fpotlefs bre.afr· 
to .; .., . ,J. , 

. ' ., 
" Does deadly venom ~pring; . 

!. ~ ,.{ I::1 
" So . he that ravifhes the f w eets; 
· • • ) , , , ' I , 'I . 'fl. 1) 'l 

" May meet the mortal f\:ing. · 
. . ) " Go . 
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xn. 
'' Go then, and range from flow'r to flow'r, 

" Amidi} the gaudy train ~ 

~, But facred be my homely plant, 

" To brig.ln-hair'd Vefl:a's reign, 

XIII. 

cc She ceas'd ; nor I the flow'r pr-0fan'd, 

" To chafl: ity devote ; 

-c, But on the fand with r ufiic pen, 

" This facred moral wrote: 

XIV. 

'l'he l'{ymph r-.vho flights Jlri{l rvirtue's guard. 

Sba/l quick(y meet a Jiwre; 

.And P leafures, rais'd on Virtue's bane, 

A,,e fntal, as thry're fair. 

F ABLE 
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'- } ... f .,. "' ! I ._ t' I 

n , · · t 

F A B L ri. 1 · V. , . . · 
• , ·- ~ · · l ,I 

' . 
r ' 

The HA WTI-IORN and the PRIMRO:SEa 

B E N E A T H · a w-ild and i:ufric. fhades 

Impervious to the view;, . . _ 

In the f weet-frnilir:g month of May, 

,. A lovely Primrofe grew. . 
II. 

The gentle child of early Spring 

By bounteous FLORA crown'd; . 

\Vith vernal beautie'S" barn to deck 

The unfrequented ground. 

III. 

The brighteft dye, the fweeteil: fcenr, 

Her yellow leaves could yield ; 

Were fpent upon the e~pty air, 

Nor e'er adom'd the :field~ 

,, 
. ' 

• , 1 

For 
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IV. 
For round her grew a bufhy brake, 

\Vith many: a thorn befet; 

An<l many' a weed obfcene and foul 
Deform'~ the green. retreat-. 

v. 
But high above the refr advanc'd 

A fpreading Hawthorn rofe ; 

\Vhofe lengthen'd branches overhung 

The feat of her repofe. 

VJ. 
Her gerrr-like bloffoms ,vjd~ di[play'd 

The darkling dell ad0rn; 

\~T-ith grateful fragrance kifs the wind, 
And drink the dew of morn'. 

VII. 

Her the lone Rafe in -mournful gu-ife 

Full many a day had -ey'·d ; 
A11d thus at length one fummer'i eve 

·she all itnpatient cry'd. 

'' Ah 
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VIII. 
" Ah Thorn ! the bane o,f all my hop~s- ! 

" Ah Thorn ! that wound'ft my peace ! 
" Still muft I view thy branches fpread~ 

"' And frill my woes increafe : 

IX .. 
'' I who long fince had, happier farll 

" Been by fome fair carefs'd; 

" Had drunk the _radian~ of her eye, 
" And panted on her breaft ? 

x. 
'"' '\Vhat have I done, 0 wretch ! that fiill 

" This evil treatment meets ; 

" Or haft thou aught in lieu to give 

'' To thofe who lofe my fweets ?'' 

X!. 
She faid :-the Hawthorn thus reply'd; 

" Fond pageant of an hour! 

" Art thou dif pleas~d becaufe J bloom, 
" Though fuelter'd by my pow'r? 

, D 
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r 

XII.-

", And krtow;fr thou not that but for me -

" Thy boafred bloom were ,-am; 

'' By grazing herds trod under foot, 

n And level'd with t~e plain? 

XllI. 
" Thee I protect ; 7l!)Jl'!l am known 

" An:ong the warlike race; 

" \Vhom Nature arms with prompt defence 

H Of mofi exce1ling grace. 

XIV. 
'' Nor idly I thefe weapons wear, 

'' Nor idle ~s my bloom ; 

" One arms me for myfe1f and thee; 

" The other ilieds perfume. 

xv. 
" And oft as this returning month 

" Adds vigour to the year; 

" Crovm'd with my gems in rufiic dance 
" The nymphs and [wains appear. 

" 1\1e 
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XVI. 

" l\1e the fleet hare, and tirn'rous fawn; 

" Seek at their greatefr need ; 
e:, They reil: fecure beneath my fhade, 

" And on niy bounty feed. 

XVII. 
'" But moil: the plaintive Ph~l6me1, 

" Sweet warbler of the grove, 

'' Joys 'midfr my branches to repofe.; 
" And fing her haplefs love. 

XVIII. 

,, Againfr my thorns her bofom plac'd, 
" She firains her tuneful throat ; 

'' And by my ufefol aid exalts 
" Each fweetly trillii g note. 

XIX. 
'' Sacred to FLORA, of her train 

" Although no flow'r am I ; 

·u And born to flourifh many a moon, 

'' When thou fualt fade and die." 
D 2 

51, 

" Ceafc 
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xx. 
u : Cea(e then, nor e11vy this my frat(', 

" Which muft thy o-wn defend; 

" The thorns I bear_ {hall fave thy flow'r, 

" And prove thy fureil: friend.', 

XXI. 

So fpake the HAWTHORN, jufl:ly wife; 

The RosE unanfw'ring heard: 

I caught the Moral, as it rofe ; 

And thus its fenfe appear'd : 

XXII. 

Life's humble <Vale is mo.ft fecure ; 

Cares on th' exalted wait : 

1'"tt thefe who well the w1ak protelf 

Defer'Ve VNENVY'D STATE. 

FABLE 
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lt A B L E VI. 

The WHITE ROSE and the RED~ 

I. 

C ON.TEN.DING bea\1~ies, whom the doom 

Of Fate has frill affign'd , · 

Two fragrant rivat flow'rs· to blow1 

And fcent the. wefrern wind ; 

II. 

The Wa1TE RosE and the Bt.vsmNG Ri-Pl) 

Ea.ch one the garden's pride, . 
W-ith equal grace their leaYes difplay'd, 

And flouriih'd, fide by fide.. 

III. 

The fi,:fl of fpotlefs beauty vain 
That fudden caught the eye, 

The lqfl attentive praife to gain 

From her more fangnine dye. 

D 3 

, I 

f 
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IV. 

Of fov'reign virtue both well know~ 
Both favour'cl from above : 

Still foll of glory rofe each flow'r, 

Emblems of gentle Love. 

v. 
'· 

Yet 'twixt their frocks wild feuds fob!ift, 

To work them lailing woe; 

Wnili1 each of other frill complain'd, 

And firove her overthrow. 

VI. 

" Shame, faid the RED, on that pale hue, 
" Which fpeaks the wearer's heart ; 

'' That, void of virtue as of grace, 

" No colour can impart. 

VII. 

" Unlike the blufhe!! that adorn 
" 1.\1 y flow'r with cctlour meet, 

•, AuRORA's, when !he wales the day, 
$~ Appear not half fo fweet." 

" Nay! 
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VIII. 

,, Nay! Shame on thee; the ,vhite reply'd.,. 

" \Vho:e blufh by guilt was giv'n: 

" E \·'n bv the blood of VENUS {hed, , 

" Om p:moncfo in l{env'n n. 

IX. 

" Till then like me all Rofes were, 

" vVhofe ancient frock I claim ; 

H Ancl, void of crime, fiill reprobate 

" Their colour with their name.'' 

x. 
~, This and much more fhe angry faid : 

" But Jo v E's immortal flow'r b 

" Their ill-meant converfation broke, 

'' \Vith foft, perfuafive pow'r. 

a Accoreing to the old Fable, the Rofe was at fir.fl: always white, 

t ill Venus, while fh e was purfuing Adonis, fcratched herfelf with 

its thorns, and thereby fta ined it with her cceleftial blood. 

b Th.e Amaranth. 

D4 '' Forbear, 
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XI. 
,, .Forbear, ihe cry'd, in haughty guife, 

" Reproachf~1l to contend : 

·" Whoe'er the vlchix, fmall her ga111, 

" That thus can lofe a friend. 

XII. 

" Ally'd by Nature in your kind, 

" And diff'ring but in Hue: 

u You both poifefa intrinfic worth, 

" And outward i:ieauty too. 

XIII. 

'' Long was the firife your a ancient ftate, 

" In this our ifle purfu'<l;. 

'' Which many a year drench'd either Rofe, 
u In i,..~ of kindred blood. 

XIV. 
' 'Oh ! may no more foch l1orrors rife, 

" Within our Garden's ·pale : 

"' Bnt all \ ·i th emulation {hi re, 

" That concord may prevail ! 

a Alluding to the Civil Wars of York and Lancafler, in \.\hi h 
the White Rofe and the Red were adopted as tokens or devices 
iy their different ~artifans. 

"May 
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xv. 
'' May civil feuds and· ranc'rous hate 

" From hence be banifh'd far; 

" Foul is that ftrife, where friends conteft, 

" And wage inhuman war. 

XVI. 

'' Then to this folemn truth give ear ; 

" Where trifles thus a,-e priz' d, 

" !f t-wo fo1· vi8o,y contend; 

" T4e,y /;gf l;, c-..viil be d~fpi ·' d." 

FABLE 



T 



,. 
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. F A B L E VIL 

The CR O CU S. 

I. "' s A Y, beauteous flow'r, whofe burn.iD.i'd · r~~r,is 

" \Vith Spring's own livery glov\-.-: 

" In thefe bk::ik months, why doit thou chufe 

"' T' adorn a wai1e of fnow ? 

Ir. 

" Say, do£t thou grndte to fummer-fki<>s1 

" That bloom divinely bright:-

" Or, are thy beauties clearer feen, 

" Through this thin Robe. of \Vhite? 

III. 

I 

. ) 

" The Snow-drop, thy companion fair, 

" As well thy foil might pro;-e, 

' T : 

" And both might b-loom in feafons fweet1 · · 

" And far from hence renr0-re. 

D 6 

.. 
"To 
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IV. 

-" To Summer's gayer montf1s beni.gn; 
" Sh0uld'fr thou transfer thy reign, 

'' Thy beauties frill would brighter glow,. 
" Ana doubly g_race the plaiJ.1.-" 

v. 
I faid: -the lovely fmil.ing flow'r,. 

The beauty of its race; 
And friendly to the fons of men; 

Reply'd· with. decent gr~ce: 

VI. 
" N ature'"i, great book before thee- f et : 

« She blames thee not to fcan 
" Her works on every fide difplay'd,. 

" The fit employ of man. 

VII. 
•, When Spring and Summer glad the earth, 

" Ten thoufand beauties bloom; 
'' And various flow'rs of brighteil: hu~, 

" Diflijfe a rich perfume. 

" AutuJnn 
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VIII. 

" Autumn of fruits her tribute brings,. 

" With yellow harvefrs crown'd ; 

'' Then laugh the hills and vales, and meads 

" Vvith richefr plenty crown'd. 

lX. 

~' vVinter, at length,. with gloomy brow,. 

'' Comes on to clofe the year; 

" \Vhen How'rs and fruits, and all their race,. 

" Almoil:: extintl: appear. 

x .. 
" Yet 1l:il1 fome few the grac10us Pow'n,. 

" Permit of thefe to bloom : 

1s Nor heap alike a!l FLORA'S race, 

'-4 In one remorfelefs tomb-. 

xr. 
'' And form as to the ·wat'ry Signs,. 

" The Sun retreats again ; 

" Then !he my flainy dyes awakes, 

H And bids me deck the plam. 

, 

Nor 
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XII . 

. " Nor ltfs my worth becaufe 'midil fnows, 

" My head I early rear ; 

'' My flow'r ilill frefh and lively blooms, 

" As at the clofing year. 

XIII. 

" And know, when Autumn's Sun pre,·ails, 

" My· kindred flow'rs arife; 

tc In forms which heav'nly pow'rs might praife, 

" And fcent the ambient fkies :i. 

XIV. 

" Thefe ev'ry rl ifmal gloom difpcl ; 

" \-Vhich mis'ry can impart, 

'' And joy and gladnefs Hill infpire, 

" And harmonize the heart. 

xv. 
" Meanwhile my earlier fiation here, 

" (Health's harbinger) I keep, 

~' To glad the fad and cloudy days; 

'' \Vhcn Spring's foft Zephyrs fleep. 

a It is here to be noted that the autumnal Crocus is the 
Saffron Flower, fo famous in Medicine. 

"So 
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XVI. 

" So, in the Winter of his days, 

" Chear thou thy drooping friend; 

" His forrows footh, his griefs a:ffuage, 

" And prompt affi il:ance lend. 

XVII. 

" So, when his fate and fortune lour,. 

'' Thy better aid impart; 

" And with thy fortune's warmer ray, 

" Revive his dying heart. 

XVIII. 

She faid ; - the moral well became 

The f..veet, propitious flow'r; 

I mark'd the lor with heedful mincl, 

And own'd fair F R 1E .N DSHI:P's pow'r . 

FABLE 
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F A B L E ·VIII. 

The ANEMON,E and the PAsSIO?f FLOWER. 

'' B RI G HT flow'i-, renown'd in ancient time4,, 
" Amidfi the Cyprian fhades ; 

"' The- theme of wonder and of praife 

" To fofr Sidonian maids~ 

II. 

H Hail ! Godaefs-born ! hail! thou prod\lc'd 
" From the bright mingled flood 

·" Of VENUS' tears, as bards have fung, 
" And h~r Ao o N 1 s' blood. 

III. 

., Rich are thy bloifoms in each hue 

" That can inchant the fight; 
c, And il:rike at -0nce the ravifh'd eye 

" With wonder and delight. 
'' Hail! 
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IV. 
u Hail! facred Plant, born but to !hew 

" Ao,e>N1s' yearly wound ._t_ 

"' By gentle VENU.S- taught to bloom, 

" With heav'nly beauties crown'd. '' 

v. 
1 faid ; when lo; an awful form 

Upon my orgies broke ; 

And, like fome bright ~releilial pow
9
t'1 

111 lgfty accenui i'pok~ : 

Vl, 
'' Hence, thou profane; i:ior wound me thus 

·" \Vith thy unhallow'd fong; 
" But turn, and fee, who bloifoms h~, 

" To whom thy !trains belong •. · 

vn. 
" The Tyrian Boy, ai1d VE~us' fol(, 

'' Before my face fi1all fly; 
' Their beauty gone, their lu{he lofr, 

'' And all their charms {hall die. 

'' I ant 
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VIII .. 
e, I am the only flow'r on eanh, 

'' \Vith figns divine ~dorn'd; 

'' By me, of Heav1n thus favour'd high, 

" All Pagan Gods are fcorn'd. 

IX. 

f' The purple ring, the bloody crown, 

" The nails, an<l guilty fpear, 

'' That flew the Lord of Life, behold 

" In my fyinbolic fphere. 

x. 
~, Deep to Lethean fhades my root 

" Still downward feems to tend ; 

'' As from the Crofs's facred bafe, 

" To Hell it would defcend. 

XI. 

'' Then here thy mif-plac'd rev'rence fhcw, 

" Ancl bow before this fhrine ; 

" Where Angel Hofis themfclves might pray, 

'' And own the Plant di vine." 
Slu 
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XII. 

She faid; AnoNrs' flow'ret bow'd, 

As to foperior pow'r ; 

My c~nfcious heart was fl:ruck with dread; 

Before the wond'rous flow'r. 

XIII. 

But whilfr intent my 1·cv'rence there 

vVith honour due to pay ; 

The heav'ns withdrew their ufeful light, 

And clos'd the hours of day. 

XIV. 

I look'd ;-no more thofe figns I faw, 

\iVhich had my rev'rence drawn : 

For ever iliut the mirrour frood a, 
"\Vhich thus had arac1<l the lawn. 

b 

xv. 
:\ while I gaz'd; at length I cry'd, 

And art THOU mortal too r 
A re all THY facred beauties fled, 

Or faded on the view ? 

i1 'f.rhis flower opens in the morning, . and fades away in the eve­

ning, doling up, and never opening again, 
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XVI. 

Pain tlen is all e:rternal awe, 

Y'l.iat images impart; 

.And H:E that rules abO'Ve is. b-1) 

Rtcordrd in thi 1l i A .RT. 

FABL 1 



,·· 



Alo.a. 
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'The L I L Y and NA R C I S S U So 

I. 

,, AH ! h~plefs difcontented flow'r-, 
" That yellow leaves adorn-; 

" Who once in life's gay vernal pride 

" The bright~ft nymphs could'fl: fcorn. 

II. 
1 ' Hai-d was thy lot, and fhort thy date, 

'' By form toe fair undone; 
" Thou met'fl:, a1as ! a timelefs doom, 

" Ere half thy courfe was rnn. 

lII. 

'' Unhappy, {elf-admiring yo1.lth, 
" A leifon thou {halt prove ; . 

" T' avoid vain pride, that idle toy, 
" And fuun prepofr'rous love-. 

3 

f 

" Fair 
' 
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IV. 
c:' Fair when a ~oy, now chang'd) no more 

" Thofe be·auties can\ l: thou boa.fl: ; 

'' But ever fadly may'fr repent 

" In. vain thofe beauties lofr. 

V. 

'6' View yonder Lily's fnowy pride, · 

" Sprung from a feed divine; 
6 ' Then own how much her beauty bright, 

" Fond flow'r, out-rivals thine!'' 

VI. 

\iVith modeil: grace the Lily bow'd 

The honours of her head ; 

Then, with a f weet and modeil: grace, 

She thus inil:rutl:i ve faid : 

VII. 

" \Vell may they droop, to w horn their fate, 
H With form divinely fair, 

'' N0 other, better bcon has giv'n 
" To make that beauty dear. 

5 
' For 
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VIIL 

{t For not this glo1fy white I be.fr, 

,~ Delight of human eyes; 

t, Nor this fo graceful fotm achnir'd, 

" Are what I wifh to prize. 

IX. 
t, From heav'nly il:i'aih _a I fir{!: arofe, 

'' Emblem. of chafte defires ; 

t, And Hill that chafl:ity retain, 

" And check t1nhallow'd fir'es. 

X. 

" No empty felf:-adinirer, I 

" vVould Folly's trophies raife ; 

4 ' Such_ r-uirtue then let all apppud> 

'" Not empty beauty praife. '' 

a According to the Old Fable, Jupiter being wiiling tti make 
Hercul es immortal, caufed him to fuck Juno while lhe was a.Oecp; 

when the milk gulhi ng out into a great quantitY,, fome of it being 

fp"lt upon the fkJ, r::1ade the galaxy or milky way there, while the 

rei1 falling to the earth, gave birth to the Wh;te Lily. 

She 



, 

I 
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XI. 
'She faid .; and ftrait the moral fountl 

Deep entrance in my breafl:; 

13£AUTY-, if not wit/; VIRTU~ join'dl 
ls but an iille jeji .• 

FABLE 
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F A B L E X. 

The IVY and SWEET BRIAR. 

I. 

'' HAIL, facred Ivy! hail," I faid, 

'' Devote to BAccaus' ihrine; 

'' Parent of wreaths, which deck the brow$ 

" Of Gods and men divine. 

II. 

'' Why call thee baleful, why defpife 

" Thy ancient friendly race; 

'' Who claf p the Elm and il:ur~y Oak 

" In myil:ical embrace. 

III. 

" MINER v A's bird too deigns to dwell 

" Where thou art frequent feen ;. 

" vVho loves the calm and peaceful hour, 

'' And courts the deep ferene. 

E '' Thou, 
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IV. 

'' Thou, like the Vine, thy patron's joy, 
" Thy nnrture wilt receive, 

~, And, twining clofe with friendly arms, 

" Wilt frill fupported live. 

v. 
'" vVith PHOEBUS' laurel jufily thou 

" May'il:: hold divided claim; 

" The crown of glorious conquerors, 
" And meed of deatblefs fame.'' 

VI. 

Thus whilH: I fpoke, the Wefl: wind rofe, 
And fcatter'd rich perfume, 

From thickets, where f weet .E;glantine 
Appear'd _in vernal bloom. 

vrr. 
Thence a fuft voice falutes my ear, 

Which thus complaining faid; 
" Foud youth, to yonder noxious weed 

" \\Thy all thefe honours p:iid ? 

... 

" The 
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VIII. 

'"" The Vine, 'tis true, will wed her Elm ; 

" But view the dow'r ihe brings ! 

" From yonder freril, forc'd embrace 

" Alas ! what profit fprings _? 

IX. 

" Like a falfe friend, too fore, ilie twines,. 

" Intent but to defiroy ; 

" As Jealoufy; Love's offspring, frill 

" Impoifons all Love's joy. 

x. 
" How poor that 1virttte, which retires 

" To fol itude for aid ! 
" Ho-w weak that ,u,ijilom, ·which can ihine 

'
4 Alone in night's dun ihade ! 

xr .. -

" And what, though gods and godlike men 

" Their victor brows haYe bound 

" With .ivy d ·wreaths; is then the weed 

" FQr th:1.t alone renown'd -~ 

E2 
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XII. 

" Say rather, in that purer age, 
" When fpotlefs honour reign' d ; 

" The vi8or, feeking only fame, 

" A worthlefs crown obtain'd. 

XIII. 

" Hence Ivy, Padley, Oaken Boughs, 
" Their · labour well repaid, 

u Who not for gain, but glory's charms, 

· '' Their ge11'rous frrength difplay'd. 

XIV. 

u But thou, regardful of fair truth, 

" And glory jufily gain'd; 
~, Scorn the frail claim of upfrarts bafe, 

" By fuch falfe means obtain'd. 

xv. 
,, Not borrow'd names from high de)cent, 

" Are real honour's me;d; 
,, But thry alone are GREAT, whcfe fame 

" Springs from THEIR. OWN fctir deed." 
FABLE 
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F A B L E XI. 

The VIOLET TRANSPLANTED. 

I. 

, IV HERE fragrant fidd,fl.ow'rs, gaily fpre,.d, 

V' Drink deep the morning dew ; 

Clofe by n 11mm1'ring i-iv'let's fide 
An humble Vi'lct ~rew. 

IT. 
To her the cultur'd fpot unknown, 

She bloom'd in her retreat; 

And there in native fragrance blefs'd, 

Difpers'd a world of fweet. 

III. 

But yet not undifl:urb'd her lot 

By Providence was cafi; 

For oft' the herds went grazing forth 

And laid the meadow wafte. 
E3 And 
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IV. 

And cft' the trav'ler's carelefs ilep 

Had- laid her on the plain ; 

Yet, by the living ilreamlet fed, ., 
· · She foon reviv'd again. 

V. 

At length a curious Flori.fr faw 
Tne fweetly blooming flow'r ; 

Call'd her the field's and garden'. pridtt 
And pfac'd her in hio bow'.r. 

VI. 
H~e, with a thoufand beauties rang'd, 

Her elegance was lofi ; 
No more the cultur'd fpot !he grac'd ; 

No more fair FLO.RA'sboafl:. 

VII. 

Abandon'd by his band, who fidl: 

Her charms with pleafure view'd; 

She in her rife beheld her fate) 

And now negle8: d frood. 
Sl:e 
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VIII. 

She droop'd, (he pin'd ; the ridrer fol 

No nurture could afford ; 

And oft' in vain her humbler lot 

The fading fiow'r deplor'd. 

IX. 

The happier tribes that flouri{h'd round 

Did each her frate deride ; 

Rcjoidrtg that fhe paid fo dear 
For whn.t they deem'd her pride. 

x. 
The Sun in Cancer flam'd aloft 

Dry thirfr her moifture drank ; 
In vain fhe wifh'd the lucent flood, 

Or fhade of ofiers dank. 

XI. 

Opprefs' d at length fhe drooping fell, 

As ready to expire; 

Her bofom unrefifiing fpread 

To Sol's confuming fire. 

F+ \Vhen 



• 

Se 

XII. 
When Io !' from heav'n a gentle rain 

Cool'd that too (ervid ray; 

And foon reviv'd the beauteous flow'r, 

Which glow'd upon tb.e day. 

XIII. 
Her bloom refror'd, re;1ew'd again; 

Her former lord attends ; 

And midil: the faireft of the fair 
She numbers now her friends. 

XIV. 
Yet, deeply frruck with former ills, 

An humble flow'T fue blooms; 

No pride that lovely bofom know.$, 

Whence ZEPHYR freals perfumes; 

xv. 
And to the Fair this ufeful truth 

She evermore reveals ; 

That }he brjt lmo--,.JJS ler Beai,!J's force, 

fFho mo&Jlly co11ceals. 
FABLE 
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F A B L E XII. 

The TULIP and the AMARANTH . . 

I. 

W HERE various beauties mingled rife., _ 
All grateful to the view ; 

"'\Vith variegated beauties bright, 

A gaudy TuLIP grew. 

II. 

Its leaves with flamy fplendour iliine, 

l\fix'd with more vivid green; 

And all the tints that deck heav'n's bow 

Upon the flow'r are feen. 

III. 

The gently paffing vernal air 

The beauteous plant carefs'd; 

And ZEPHYR ever pleas'd reclin'd 

Upon the charmer's breafr. 

E5 '\i\Thile 
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IV. 

VVhile near at hand the .GENTLE. FLOW,.R,_ 

Call'd AM4RANTH, b.eio v 

The bloomin6 gueft of Jo v E's own feats> 

Deigi1'd. in her prime to grow. 

v. 
Yet fhe with hairs uncouthly deck'd,.. 

Unlike the Tulip race, 

Is not among the flowrrets found, 

._ Whofe colours mark their grace. 

VI. 

This fwell'd her rival's empty pride, 

And, vain of empty fr.eiv; 

The Amaranth aHrnnce fhe ey'd,. 

And thus contemptuous fpoke ; 

VII~ 
" Of all the flow'rs that deck the lawn, 

" The progeny of Spring; 

" And all that of maturer birth 
" The later feafons bring : 

"Of 
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VIII. 

"' Of all that for their fairer forms: 

" May raife the juile.fl: claim; 

'" Of all that men for beauty _prize, 

"' Or from perfection. name : 

IX. 

" Behold me, firf!: and· faireil: known, 

" Still lov'd and valn'd moil:; 

·,, Soft daughter of the vernal hour, 

' " Th.e . chlltm'c1 garden's boal1. 

X.~ 

itr.: Why deign l then fo long with. thefe 

" To .dwe11 without referve; 

" That frarce, though vulgar eyes they charm; 

'' The name of F-r.ow'R. deferve ?'' 

XI. 

The blooming Amaranth, unmov'd, 
' ') 

Reprefs'd her forward pride; 

The boafier's arrogance defpis'd, 

And wifely thus reply'd; 

F 6. 
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XII. 
" Yes, gaudy thing; thy v-:1rious hues 

" Are fine indeed and gay; 
" Glaring thou glitter'fl: on the fight, 

'' And flaunt'i1 it to the day ! 

XIIT. 

'' No flow'r around more bright can blow, 

'-' In beauty more mature ! 

'' But tell me, falfe, frail, giddy thing, 

" How long fhall that endure? 

xtv. 
" Me, not the Ieaft of FLORA's tribe, 

" Me thou hail laugh'd to fcorn, 

" And deem'd my claim to beauty vain, 

" Although cceleiliat born. 

xv. 
" For know, though fcarce allow'd by the6 

" To rank among the flow'rs ; 

' From Heav'n I draw my high defcent, 

" And bloom'd 111 Eden's bow'rs. 
3 " And 
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XVI. 

" And fiill eternal is rny race, 

" No frail decay I know; 

" But, emblem of the nrfi great Spring, 

" For ever bloom below. 

XVII. 

" But thou ! the pageant of an hour 9 

" Too quickly fhalt deplore 

'' Thofe beauties with'ring 11.ll away, 

" \Vhich fade, to charm no more. 

XVIII. 

'
1 'Thou, wretch ! no fecond Spring {halt foe, 

" To renovate thy bloom ; 

" \Vhilfl: I furvi,·e the . firoke of fore, 

" And triumoh o'er the tom • .. 

XIX. 

" Ceafe then thy boail: ! in WifJom's lore 

" Go learn thyfelf to know; 

" And by her never-failing rule 

" Judge all things hei·e below. 

{ 

, I 
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xx. 
"" A .fleeting jqy, a fading bloom, 

'' Mqy charm the rarvi/h' d fight; . 

"'- 'that onfy <ivhich is trztjy good, 

'-' ls laj}ing, as 'tis /Jrig_ht.'! 

FABLE 
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F A B L E Xlll. 

T-H E H O N E Y S U C K L E .. 

A T height of noon, a youth reclin'"d 

Beneath a woodbine bow'r ; 

Defended by whofe thick'njng fhade, 

He pafs'd the foltry hour, 

H. 

But when mild breezes cool'd the air; 

And length'ning fuadows rofe; 

He fcaun'd with philofophic mind 

The pl.ace of 1;is repofe. 

lII. 

High over-head the twining boug ! 1 

vVbere thoufand bloffoms glow, 

Of ev'ry beam of light bereave 

The cool alcove below. 
H Ah! 
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· IV. 
" ·Ah! (faid the youth) ungratefol frill! 

" And dofr thou thus repay 

'' The bounties of that glorious God, 
" Who wak'd thee into day? 

V. 
I 

" While he in his meridian courfe 

"' Illumines wide the fky ; 

" Daft thou, 0 wretch, refifr his pow' r, 
" A.1:1d all his beams defy ? 

VI. 

" Unlike to thee, ingrate, behold 

" The Sun-fiow'r drinks his light;. 

'' Lives, to his radiance ever true, 
" And with him finks to night~ 

VII. 

" But like fame faithlefs fav'rite you, 

" Or fame more faithlefs fair; 

" Spurn at the wry pow'r that grac'd, 

" And made you what you are. 
"Oh! 
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VIll. 

" Oh ! ufeful leifon to be learn'd, 

" 1.iVith fcanty hand to pour 

" Thofe bleHings, which, when once confen'd, 

" Shall ne'er be thought on more !" 

IX. 

U nmov'd the beauteous Woodbine heard, 
I 

Then, nodding from 011 high, 

Shook the green hc:n1a\.1n of l·rnr brow1 

As thm !he made reply: 

x. 
" Vain is the hypocritic plea 

" That gilds the felfi{h end ; 

" And bafe the :_poor unfeeling hea1·t 

" That ill rep;iys a frie11d. 

XI. 
" For me, not foch my care ill-plac~d ;­

" :i.VIy bleffings unconfin'<l, 

'' I gi,·e each gentle breathing air, 

" And fratter to the w.ind, 
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XII. 

" vVhat if my leaves exclude that P0,:v'r 
u By whom thou fay'il: I live; 

H Yet He beholds me, while I bloom, 

'' A grateful tribute give. 

XIII. 
" My fragtance, nay, that friendly {ha<le; 

" Wrd~h you uhgt'attlul blatne, 
u Arn gff'rifli~ fiill rn l;)1-rn1rntr1Jf it:lf, 

" Who nun'd them with his flame. 

XIV. 

" He, for the ure of bafe mankh,d, 
'' Bade me all thcfe difpenfe: 

'" .For whom I fpread thefe vernal channa, 
" So pleafir1g to the fenfe. 

xv. 
'' Ungrateful THOV, thy ill-meant charge 

" Take back, fo mif-apply'd : 

" And fairly reafon with thy heart, 

" And check thy felfifh pride .. 
" Thou, 
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XVI. 
1 Thou, 111 my ihadows late reclin'd, 

" Could'il: pafs the hours at eafe ; 

" 'l'hen, what is now ingratitude, 

" Thy narrow mind could pleafe. 

XVII. 

" Take back the charge ; thy maxim tao ; 
" \Vlth th~e let Mhers ufo l =-

'1 Keep T wou thio mornl in thy mifld, 
" T' flV'!)', bl{/ 1WI a61(/u, It 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XIV. 

THE B L U E - B E L L; or, 
V ENus's LooKING-GLAss. 

I. 

'Q 'E R _ verdant lawns, and dappled meads, 

Th~ ya1.mg lhtrn tJA 1::ray\i; 
On ~v'ry tnie, cm ev'ry f-low'r, 

Philofophiil'd the ma.id, 

II. 

'fhe Cow!lip) ~md the Primrofe too, 

· - Had oft-times been her theme ; 

Ali.d yellow Crocus' flaming <lyes 
Had ting'd he1· waking dream. 

III. 

For, rnving o'er the pathlefs grafs> 

Or through the woodland wild; 

She oft with Contemplation walk'd 

Bright Fanry's ;;..,L'eetrjl child. 
Abforb'd 
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IV. 

bforb'd and lofr in Nature's maze, 

Then rapt from earth fhe fiood ; 

nd, pleas'ci, in all his various works, 

The great Creator view'd. 

V. 
Twas fmiling May; the op'ning year 

vVith vernal grace was crown'd; 

And ev'ry plant, and ev'ry flow'r, 

Ditfus'd frefh fragrance round. 

VI. 

From cultur'd gardens far remote 

The beauteous charmer rov'd; 

And liil:en'd to the birds wild notes, 

And rang'd thofe meads fhe lov'd. 

VII. 
To court the touch of her fair hand, 

Each fiel<l-flow'r eager prefs'd; 

To bafk b(meath her funny eyes, 

And kifs her fnowy breaft. 
Among fr 
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VIII. 

Amongft: the crowd, a flow'r ihe 'fpy'd, 

Long :fince well known to fame; 

Of Venus' Looking-glafi whofe pride 
Affum'd the pompous name. 

IX. 
,, And how ! ih~ cry'd, ,an'.ft thou difplay, 

" To captivate the fight, 

" More than the fiream, which yonder roll 

t, Its glafiy m1rrour bright r" 

X. 
She fought in vain; a bell-fbap'<l flow'r, 

With Vi'Iec blo!foms crown'd: 

Diffus'd ' tfelf with mingled corn, 

And purpled o'er the ground. 

XI. 

She pluck'd, but ftrait away !he cafi: 
The vain pret nder far; 

Vlhich angry rnffi d all its :flow'rs, 
ln v ,getable war : 

" \Vhrit 
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. xrr. 
' 

' \Vhat had bright VEr-us' mirrour done, 
'' Thus to be cai1: afide ? · 1 

Or how'\fhe faid)- could VENUS' Nymph 
" The Goddefs' gift deride ?" 

xur. 
'

4 Peace ·! angry thing! BELINDA faid; 

"' Not VE N us I defpife; 
" But ) 'OU, who by your own falfe glafs 

" Would cheat deluded eyes. 

XIV. 

"' \Vhat boots it thus your high defcent, 
~"' -As Goddefs-born, tp claim; 

" If not one finalleft trace appear 

'' Of your exalted name ? 

xv. 
'" Go! in yon' real mirrour view 

H The form which you pofiefs ; 
" Then fpeak but what you rcnlfy are-; 

" And be your boaiHng lefs. 
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XVI. 

" A Blue-~ell of the finefr dye, 

" You well may be allow'd ; 
" But Venus' Looking-glafs in vain 

' ·' W o-uld cheat a giddy crowd." 

XVII. 
The haughty flow'r corrected il:ood.­

Attend, ye Briti!h fair: 

Let not appearances prervail ; 

Be real worth your care. 

XVIII. 
And know, <Lvhoe'er b rvain pretence 

Shall others feek to blind; 

Mu.ft Jland abajh'd, <Lvhen brought before 
'£he MlRROUR OF THE M 1 ND. 

FABLE 
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F A B t E XV. 

The LARKSPUR-and the MYRTLE. 

FA V'RITE of MARS, amid.ft the tr-ibes 
That on bright FLoRA wait, 

And fwell the glories 'of her reig11 
\Vith mme than regal irate; 

II. 
The Larkfpur, plant of ancient ilod; 

A<lv:mc'd his enfign high ; 

Aud claim'd th' immortal wreath 0
1

f fame-,: 
Due to a Deity. 

1II. 

Like fome bolJ ·warrior's is his mien; 

He1met and f_purs he wears; 

And on hi!f coat of vary'd dye.s 

Ea.ch w.irlike blazon bears. 
f\ Prou 
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IV. 

Proud of his form, and of the a Pow'r 

That from his contaa fpri.mg; 

Exalted above all his peers, 

Thus Pride infpir'd hi~ tongue: 

v. 
" Ye painted, puling race, avaunt! 

" To greater merit yield ; 

" Forego the honours of the day, 

" 'When I <lifpute the field. 

VI. 

,, Far her!CC your tinfel trappings bear 

" To fome lunu·iant bed, 

'' \Vhere, nurs'd by ZEPHY R's wanton gale9, 

" Their idle bloom may fpread ! 

vu. 
~, In M:: beho1d the warrior's grace, 

" And monarch's pow'i· difplay'J ; 

" In me, to Heav'n itfelf ally'd, 

'' In martial pomp array'd. 

a J uno is faid to have conceived Man by only totiching tbe 

flower called Larkfpur. 
" Emblem 
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VIII. 

e, Emblem of thund'ring M .ARS I. rife, 
" My boafr and offspring too ; 

,i Then own tl,e progeny di~ine, 

" And pay the tribute due.'' 

IX. 

The Myrtle heard ;-fair VEN Us' care, 

"\Vith peaceful honours ~rown'd; 

The glory of the genial hour, 

By lovers il:ill renown' d. 

x. 
'' And how ! faid the, redoubted knight, 

' ' "\Vould'il: thou with us engage? 

'~ Did eyer l\1ARs, of glory vain, 

"Rough wars with VENUS wage? 

XI. 

" lier flow'r I am; ber name I boa.fr, 

" \"n10 can mankind fubdue j 

'' And by :i. gentler method far 

'' Than any known to yo\l, 
F·z 
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XII. 
'' Say, boafiei:, · w.hat ·.are rea~s <lefrroy'.d 

" By .many a foughten field; 

""" When defp'rate battles, bravely won, 
" A bloody harveil yidd? 

XIII. 
. , 

" Can the[e atone the dreadful ills , 

" That wafreful wars fupply; 

--G' When from the horrid din of arms 

-'' The Loves and Gtaces fiv ? • 

XIV. 
" .·Remember; when the blue-ey'd Maid 

" '\Vith NEPTUNE did contend : 

" Say, who the greatefi gift produc'd; 

" And let our contefr end. 

xv. 
•c The Palm to PALLAS was decreed, 

" Who nam'd fair ATHENS; there 
0 The warlike freed, great NEPT'lJNE's boaft, 

" Yields to the Olive fair. 

'' TheB 
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XVI. 

'' Then th(?u, proud Knight, exult no rric.?r,e;, 

" Abafe thy haughty creft ; 

" Give honour due to meek-ey'd Peace,. 
-" And Love, her genial gueir." 

XVII. 

Let then great MAllS his PO<tV'r 1'rjign. 
Cf'o brighter VENUS' -fame; 

.And quit the glories of the field, 

'W'ben Lov E dijputcs the. ,/aim... 

p s FABLE 
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XVI. 

·l'he POPPY and the SUN-FLOWER .. 

. I. -

.J-r'\l RANSPLANTED from the neighb'ring mead,. 
vVhich 1ong her prefence grac'd > 

The crimfon PoPPY rear'd her head, 

In the rich garden plac'd. 

IT. 

Thence, fann'd by mai1y a gentle gale-, 
Full oft her fcent is borne ; 

"Bo th \Vhen the ev'ning fhades p revail, 
And at the ri[c of morn. 

III. 

At noon, when ev'n without her aid 

The flov/rs all droop'd around; 

CL YT I E, bright PHOEI:Us, love-fick maid, 

-YVith all his glories crown' d, 
Still-
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IV. 

Still turning to his orb her face, . 

Smvey'd th' intruding gueff; 

And, foe to ev'ry fleepy pov(r, 

The firanger thus addrefs'd ; , 

'' Long have we feen each field-flow'r bloom 

·" OL1r cultur'd gardens !hame: 

" "\Vhich,- hither 'brought, triumphant rife,_ 

'' And. {hare our, nobler. :fame:-

VI. 

« Thou, drowfy 'PoPPY, too, at bfr, 

" Our rival do.!l: appear, 

"~ Replete with drugs, whofe pois'nous il:rength­

" Corrupts the ambient air. 

VII. 

" But think not here, infuttin_g weed ! 

" (Fair CER.Es' hate and bane) 

'' Thy drowfy magi~ fball prevail~ . 

" To blot our brighter re-igp •. 

F4 

... 

. 
' 

• I t ' 

" Go, 



, 

/ 

VIIl. 

"' Go, feek thy fields; wi,th noxious weeds 
'' Divide detefred fway: 

" Or, where thy fl.umbers nought diiturb, 
" ShuI?, the glad face of ~ay. 

IX. 
i( \VhiHl r, to P110EBUS ever true, 

" Rejoicing in his . 1.ig.~.t; 
11, To the great God his tribute pay, 

" And check the pow'rs of Night,t> 

x. 
She fpok~ ;-The nodding POPPY then, 

Serene, made this reply : 
" Proud tlow'r, I envy not thy ftate,. 

" Nor coat of richtfi: dye. 

XI. 
' ' What boaff fi: thou of his ge11ial pow'r, 

" \Vho flighted all thy charms ; 
" And, in thy beauty's brightefr uoon, 

" fled to another's arms ? 
' ' How 
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XIL 

" How didfr thou mourn, and how revenger 

" LEUCOTHOE a fj:Jeaks thy cnme; 

" Vlhofe odours fiill to Heav'n afceu.d, . 

" And !hall to latefr time. 

xru. 
·" Not Lovf, but Pi!)!, mov'd . high Heav'ii. 

" To m~ke thee what thou art; 

" An<l place amid:fl: the blooming flow'rs 
" A Nymph with hroken heart. 

xrv ... 
" Ceafe then to vaunt thy he:-iv'nly love, 

' .' Nor me fo much defpife ;-

,J Full plain- th' advantages appear, . 

" Which from my pow'r arife:· 

a A pollo having forfaken Clytie for thi~ Nymph ; the former, 

in return, informed Leucothoe's fathe r of his daughter's amour· 

with Phcebus. He thereupon buried L~ucothoe a!i\•e ; but l'hce­

bus change<.! her into a Franki ncen[c;: Tree; and aftt•r th; s-, Cly­

tie being diicarcled by the Codr- who was beyond me ; (t.:re ofl cndcd· 

with her, !he pined away, and was chang~d into a Sun-Flo\':er. 

F 5. 
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xv: 
"- Me CERES. hates not; but my feed 

" Great N :ituTe near lier fows; 

" \Vhere, far _unlike a noxious weed, 

'-' The beauteous fl.ow'ret blows .. 

XVI.. 

c.& Sleep,. gentle God, the eafe of grief, 

" To weary man I bring; 

~c From care and pain the f weetefi balm, 

'·' Of vig'rous health the f1?ring. 

xvn. 
· H I, to· the wretc.l:.ed friendly frill, 

'-'· The mourning captives aid; 

~, My fuccour to the poor extend,. 

"· And eaie the love-fick maid •. 

XVIII .. 
·'' Then wbat H.eav'n orde1'd for :he beir,. 

'' Do rh ::::u no longer blame: 

"Let me o!c~~foRP1:1:.us' honours {hare, 

·"· Jc\z- t/.,w in PHo.1:: r; us' flame . 



F AB' L ! S O F F L O Vl E R s: r c 7 

XIX. 
" More need I add ?-Search Earth around, 

" And thou !halt truly fay, 
" .1Wore Yirtucs in L:'fe's }hadc will bloom, 

'' 71Hm in her_ blaze of dC!J." 

FABLE 



, 
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FA B ·LE xvrr. 

The IR I S, or FL 0 1W ER de I...UC-E~ 

amd the RO S.E. 

I. 

Y ES, there are fome wlio, proudly vain. 

Still boafr of others' due;, 

\Vith empty titles cheat the crmv.d,. 

And fet falfe 1hows to· view •. 

H. 

Such ev.er ancient worth dif grace-,... 

Make real titles fcorn'"d; 

\Vhile by bright Honour's genuine race 

Thofe- titles are adorn''d. 

J-U~ 

The fairefr of fweet :Fto RA~ tribe 

:Boaft not th~ proudefr name ; 

Nor men, with• gaudieft titles deck'd; 

Are truefr ~ns of Fame .. 
\Vhat 
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IV. 
What art th~u, bold and f preading.. f!ow~r, 

In fields and gardens known; 
That frill affum'fl: a Monarch's grace, 

Ana claim'il: a Pageant throne ? 

'' Genius of nations, guardian pow'rs, 
" That il:ill on Monarchs wait ! 

,, You your own· plant fhall frill protect, 
" An. emblem of your il:ate. 

VI. 
" And, Goddefs of the painted Bow ! 

" Still to thy flow'r prove trne; 
" · Ally'd to thee, I jufrly claim 

" Thy name and colours too 2
• 

VII. 
'"· Which then of all the painted train 

" That fwell this gar2u' pride, 
' ' Shall with my honorn' .name com pare, 

" Or fway with me divide?" 

f lr.is being the name given to the Rainbow, 
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VIII ... 

his mark'd the. Ros E, a modefr flow'r, . · 

,iVith maiden blufl1es bright; 

Who, vex'd to hear the boaiter's va\.int,_ 

Afferts her native right. 

IX. 

" vVhat are tl1y titles vain, fhe faid, . 

" That claim foperior f way? 
.,, Or why fhould all fair FLORA's tribes 

" A rule like thine obey?_ 

x. 
''-- Falfe is thy boafi; thy title vain 

" Not Gallia's felf will own ; 
" '\,Vhofe real LILIE.S droop and fade, 

'-' \:Vhere-e'er my fiow'rs are known. _. 

xr. 
,, \Vhy 1R1s ?-Why by. Heav'n's owH bow· 

" iVould'il: thou thus climb to fame? 

" Or cannot many a vary'<\ flow'r 

" E :ert ~ fairer cla;m r 
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XII. 

'' Plain F.t.AG thBu art ;-let th21.t foffice; 
" With L:r,LI ES I contend ; 

'' But flow'rs like thine 1 frill Tegard·1 

" Alike as foe or faiend." 

XIIL 

The, vain pretencfer haar:d, ab8fh'd;. 
And hung her drooping head·; 

vVhile to the· genial fun her leaves 
The Ros E expanding. f pread., 

XIV~ 
Her odour ilrait proclaim'd her queen­

Of all the :!iniling flow,..rs ; 
While the Bee fought the fragrant breafr, 

And left his honey'd bow'rs •. 

xv. 
Thus te the RosE the mee<l was giv'n ;: 

FLORA confinn'd her reign;. 
And worth, like her' s, . appr()'l)' d bi Heav'n, , 

Shall Hea'V'n iifeif maintain •. 

FABL E 



.. 

FABLES OF F LO\:VERS. 113 

F A B L E XViII~ 

The N A S T U R T I U M and 

the WALL· FLOWER., 

I. 

A O A INS T a funny fence below 

The fair NASTURTIUM plac'Jt 

Beheld how well its higheil: tops 

The fragrant W ALL-FLow'R grac'd. 

II. 

vVithout fome ufeful kind fuppo1t 

Unable to furvive; 

Ill could fhe bear another flm,v'r 

By the fame means !hould thriv¢, 

nr. 
At length, one fultry fummer's noon,, 

'hen radiant P tt OE B Us fhone 

On both alike with chearing ray, 
She envious thus begun: 

"Hat 
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IV. 
" Had I the \V ALL·FLow'R's fragrant fcent, 

" Would I alone thus bloom ; 
" On yo~der peak obfcurely dwell, 

'-' Ai-1d waile my rich perfo1lle I 

V . 

• , For lhame, yield to inferior flow'rs 

" That frrange and uncouth place; 

'' Nor, like fome noxious worthle(s \.reeJ, 

" N urfe there thy beauteous race •. 

VI. 

" Befidcs, I claim the humbler boon, 

" Againfi this fence to blow ; 

" vVhile thee the more indulgent Heav'n 
'' May fafely place below_,,. 

VII. 

She fpoke;-the \YALL-FLovi'R thusreply'd, 

" Ambition is not mine; 

"~ My native place is frill my joy: 

a Do thou deEght in thiQe .. 
" Full 
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VIII. 

" Full well I know that perils frill 

" On frequent change attend : 

" And they oft fpoil their prefent frate, 

" vVho hafty !hive to menJ. 

IX. 

" Nor lefs can I i0J drift obferve, 

" vVho, envious qf my lot, 

" \J\T ould'ft me of ev'ry help berem·e, 

" Dmwn from rny native fpot. 

x. 
" Too felfifh flow'r, who· rninly thus 

" \ :V ould'il: me of lire deprive ; 

" And by my downfall think'fl: to rife, 

" And 011 my ruin thriYe. 

XI. 

" Know, that th' all-chearing bmp of day 

" On both alike befto\vs 

" His fov'retgR gifts; for -~11 his light 

" \Vithout diHinc1iou glow:s, 
''-
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XII. 
" Is not that fource of genial fire 

" Sufficient both to warm, 
" Thnt thou thould'it thus unkindly ftek 

" Thy· quiet neighboi.1/s ha.:rrn ? 

XIII, 

" And what if I confenting givet 
" Ambitious ! thy defoe? 

" Were I now low . in afhes. laid, 
" Say, could'ft thou climb the higher ? 

XIV. 
~, For fhame, th' ungen1rous wifh forego,. 

" Rejoice in others' joy; 
•, And lengthen'd fcenes of double blifs 

'' Shall all tby hours employ •. 

xv. 
" For know, where Envy's pow'r prevails, 

'-' Peace; Love, and Joy, retire: 
--' Her vot'ries feel eternal pains, 

i, And burn with ceaf elefs fi re:' 

. " 

Fdici!Y-
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XVI. 

!Felicity wit'h Concord dwells ; 

And ev'ry joy of peace 

eav'n's facred hand /Nil brumtebus gi,ves., 

Ana blejfos the incr,afe. 

F AJJ LE 

, I 
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F A B L E XIX. 

T H E . L A P L A N D R O S E. 

I. 

A Wand'ring youth, by Fortune ~ed 

To bleakeil: northern fhores, 

Beyond the track of Ruffian wilds., 

\Vhere Lapland~ tempeft roars ; 

II. 

Who twice the Arctic circle pafs'd, 

And view'd bright HEcLA's a flame; 

At length, through many a wafre of foow, · 

To fair NIEMI came. 

r. . ' 

a A Volcano in the North, whofe £des are covered with foow. 

b The Mountains of NIE M 1 are io the neighbourhood of a 

lake of the fame name, whjch is f~id by the inhabitants to b~ 

fre11uented by the immortal Genii, 
Aml 
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III. 
And thence where TENGt10 a rolls his ftream, 

Survey'd the prof pelt round; 
Beheld . its banks with verdure deck'd, 

And blufhing rofes crown'd. 

IV. 
Struck with the fcene, a while he paus'd, 

As loil in fweet delight; 

And ey'd the fairefl: of the traia 

In native beauty bright. 

V. 
Yet, as he view'd the frranger flow'r, 

He deeply mufing cries, 

" How ftrange that beauties fuch as thine 

" 'Midft climes like thefe fuould rife l 

VI. 

'' Thee no bright youth nor gentle fai 
" Alas l fhall e'er carefs; 

" Nor fplendid fouthern funs fhall warm, 

" Nor genfal gales fhall blefs l" 

a This River is bordered with RQfei of u fine a bloom as 
thofc which grow in o\lr gard@ffi, 

7 
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vu. 
"On t101low wiiJ.ds, ~'er diftant pfairtJ, 

The murm'ring accents. flew; 
N 1 EM r's mountains caught the fourtcl, 

'\.Vhich from the lake his 1hadows drewa 

VIII. 
And now before the youth ·confefs'\1 

The Genius of the clime 
Appear'd ; who thus inil:rucrive /poke, 

In awful fuains fublime ; 

IX. 

" Fond youth., wl10 view'ft that be~ttteous flow;r,· 
" So lucklefs in "thy fight! 

c, Forbear to mourn her lonely ft'atet 
" TIThom thefe rude climes delighta 

X. 
r U111-iYal'd het'e !be fweetly blooms, 

" And fcents the ambient air; 

' Nor deems her brighteil: beauties loft, 
" Y'fhile fofrer' d by V!J care, 

G ~' Ko.· 
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xr. 
" Nor envies fhe the gaudy tribe 

" Beneath the fouthern fkies, 

H That bloom in fome luxurious bow'irs, 

"' Where mii;igled fweets .arife::. 

XII. 

" T-he -child of bounteous Nature ! her-e 

" She bids her bloom dif penfe 

·" Frefh f weets, the trav'-ler's foul to chear, 

" And glad his weary'd fenfe. 

XIII. 

" Her no bright youth nor gaudy fair 

" Shall cb'UR T !mt to DESTROY; 

"" But Lapland's fimple [wains !halt view, 

"' vVith unaffeBed jqy ; 

XIV. 
'' And, ,oft' as yon' renuni ng Sun 

" lllumes our northern 'fphere, 

u Vlell pleas'd !hall trace thefe flow'ry banks, 

" And p.y thei_r 'homage hert. 
" Le:t 
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xv. 
" Let others feek where f pacious m~ds, · 

" Or painted gardens glow ; 
" Defpife niY foli ary flow\·s, 

" And live the flaves of ihow, 

XVI. 
" But know, high Heav'1~ in defart wafies 

" Can bid rich Spring to bloorn ; 
" And ·waken Nature into life, 

" From \:\Tinter's dreary tomb. 

XVII. 
·' The gracious Pow'r who rules on high, 

'" Bids ALL his bleflings fhare ; 
" And ev'ry creature of his hand 

" Is govern'd by his care. 

XVIII. 
' Convinc'<l that Providence will thus 

" For ALL 1like provide; 
' Learn to re.Jirain .L(/jlitlion's tcarj·, 

" Aud cbf:k the boajl <?.f Pri l.:.'• 
,.., 

z }'ABLE 
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F A B L E xx. 

The DEADLY NIG HTSHAI)Ea-o 

I. 
i 

''DETESTED weed, enrag'd, I faid, 

" That fpread'it thy poifon'd train 

" In. this fair land, mid{!: blooming flow'rs1 

" Which grace the happy plain ! 

n. 
'' Thy baleful root rnofl: furely f prings 

" From deep Tartarean fhade; 

" By envious Drernons nurs'd below, 

" In Stygian gloom array'd, 

a Thejuice of this weed was generally (uppoCed to be u(ed in· 

l:nch:intments-Tbere are however feveral forts of it, all of which 

are not d~eemed deadly; but only this mentioned here, the juice of 

whofe berries fo intoxicated the army of Sweno the Dani.th King, 

'being mixed in their liquor, that they became an eafy prey to the 

Scotch army, which. f urpriied and ~ut mofr of them to pieces. 

" Thee 
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HT. 

'' Thee CtRc-E, and Iv!.Eo ... EA too, 

" Irt blark enchn.ntme11t us'd ; 
·" ,Vith ban.ef1.1l _plnnrs tn·oil fitly inix\i;.' 

" L1 hellifu !h~fimi" f\.1ffm1'd, 

IV .. 

,,. Ah! why does Parent N ATUR.E form,. 

" Such works, her works to fpoi1; 

'' And by her o:;_,vn hand tead,. mankind, 
." Infernal arts and guile ? 

v. 
" Say, fell EncnantreCs of the plain; 

" The· foe of human-kind ? 
~· Say for what crimes rµan's haplefs i:a~ 

" From thee fuch evils find! 

VI.-
« Oh ! quit the \\'cods,. the pl~ins, the fields,, 

" Where health and plenty ?loo_m: 
""- Retire to rocks and defart-wildsr 

" · Or. ihade the Mmd\er's tomb,. 
. G 3.· 
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VII. 

'' Or rather hafie to PLtTo's realm; 

" c_fhere hide thy hated head, 
'' And flourifu frill unrival'd there; 

" Where Styx' nine fireams are fprea_d . 

VIII. 

" But hire may ev'ry healing flow'r 
' " In prime of beauty bloom_: 

" To fick'ning Man reil:oring health, 
" And fue<lding rich perfume !"· 

IX. 
1 cens'cl --· The Flow'r in<lignan_t hear~ ; 

And all its leaves difplay'<l · 
A cleep'ning gloom, which flung around 

A double NJGHT OF SHADE. 

X. 

" Infnlting Man ! fhe ~rembling cry'd, 
" Of creatmes mofi: unjufi ; 

·" ~till taxing Nature with thofe faults, 
" £prung from his evil iufr; 

. . 

" The 
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XI. 

"'' The poifon~d Snake, the noxious >Vee<l, 

" Earth's ye_norn'd juices dr; in ; 

"-" And, more ·than all . yon'· fragrant :flow'rs, . 

'·' Enrich with health the plain. 

XII. 

'-' Nay of my race grows many a pfant, 

'' \,Vliich, of rich gifrs pof1eil:, 

" The fage Phyficiar. culls vviLh. c.are; 

'' To eafe the Patient! breail. 

xnr. 
"' Let Man his own· wild paffions tame, 

" And hufh them into Peace ; 

" l\iEDlEA's wand, and CIRCE's cup, 

" i.Vere innocent to thefa. 

XIV. 

"For ME, great Nature's high behefi; 

" Contented I fulfil; 

'' Nor dream that aught by her ordain'd, 

" Can eve~ end · in ilt. 

G 4-

• • 

. l 

"Go· 



xv. 
-" Gf1· thou, fo11d JJOutb, atzd Vu, TU E's charge· 

u 'frith t'}ual uire obfj ,• 
,." r.then w'ry, '/IYeed /hall prMJe a Fl~v·r,., 

" io jlre-w I~ d'i/f it/ d w""__'~ 

FABLE 



-. 
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F A B, L E. XXJ ... 

'Fhe c ·RoWN IMP'' ERIA.L. an~ . . 
H ,. EAR T'S-E.A,SE~-

I ... 

L O! where from Perfi~;.s /varmer clime7. 
And ancie}1t' Ba&na s land .;.. 

With interwoven purp.le Wr'6t.1ght,. 

The enfign of command,-

If •. 

Tthe CROWN IMPERIAL rears alofi: 
His. r,ich and gorge-01:1s head, 

And, pointing to the difiant iky" 
Bids all his glories ~pread. 

III. 
Beneath, in humbler ihttion pfac'ct~ 

The fair V10LA grew,. 

\'\I:hich the lov'd name of Ht?nrt's-Eafi· be:i.its,_ 
\V:hofe. pow'r can Care fobdue •. 

G-S 

I ' 
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IV, 

Th€ purple rho-narch fweil'd with in; 

Indignant to behold 

Th~ :flow'ret blooming ·near his fide, 

AYld thus bis anger told; 

v. 

'' Rath flow'r, ft:efi thou my aweful frate, 

'' That fpeals the garden's king?. 

" See'fr thou th' Imperial Crown that decks1 

" And gems that round me fpring. 

VI. 

- '' I from the Eail: my lineage draw, 

'' Where chief of flow,.rs I rife; 

•' Anrl a.midil: thoufan<ls rai!e my fame,, 

" Ev'n to the il:a.iTy iki,es .. 

vu. 
· c Go then, bafe daughter of ~he eartli !. 

~, Near fome vile cottage gro"' ;. 

u Nor give thy paltry race to rjfe 

" \ \'here my bright b!offoms blow ! " 

., 
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VIII. 

The fweet VroLA inly mourn'd 

The boafier1s ill-plac'd pride; 

And, while this anfwer fhe return'd, 

The flow'r with pity ey'd : 

IX •. . 

" Great is the boail:, I own;. fhe faid; ­
" Of pomp and fcepter'd pow'r; 

,~ But greater are the bleffirigs found , 

" In life's ferener. hour •. 

x. 
" n ee purple Hom.ours fiiH -adorn, 

" vVhich teach thy leaves to {hine; 

d But to .. breathe fragrance on the clay, 

" Proud pln.nt ! was never ti.lit. e, 

XI. 
"' That I am {hanger to thy rnce, 

" The caure is plain t9 tell; 

" For, when di9 Heart's-Eaje ever 

"' \Vir.h croc;,,r,;ttf'd !mils to d ;v ll..? 
G . 6 

deiP-n .., 

, 

) ), 

. ~ 
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IV. 
For there the lbfty Poplar grew, 

Still mingling white with green; 
And there the ruil:ling Af pin too 

\V:ith. trembling. leaves was feen:._ 

v. 
The Willow, no~ing o'er the brook, 

Dri11ks deep · the frream below ; 
Cowfli p and Primrofe near at hand; 

And purple Iris glow .. _· 

VI. 
The L1LY faw, and to the lake · 

Thus foft-complaining cry'<l , 
While gentle-ZEPHYRS bore the found; 

\Vhich f pread from fide to fid~ : _ 

VII . . 
" Ah haplefs lot! . while .others . bloom . 

" On yonder nappy fhore, 
u Amongft their kindre~ tribes-my fate 

ts Here lonely I deplore. 
-

H r Condemn'd 



VIII. 

" Condemn'd aniid this watry w~fie· 

"' For ever to remain; 

H Nor tafie the joys which otLers .knovl 

'"' On yonder flow'1y plain/' · 

lX. 

rfhe GoDDESs OF· THE \VATER heard; 

And Anger ..mov'd her heart; ; 

. ( ' 

" How dar'il: thou thus. aff~ont (fue ·· faid) , 

" The Pow'r by which thou .. AR
0
T ? 

X~ 
'-'- Thofo other tre~s and flow'rs thou fee']}, 

'-' ALL fprnng from Mother Earth : 

'' And grateful tribute A.LL return 

" To Her who. g~ve the.m birth •. 

XI.. 

"'· \.Vhile thou, alas ! iliould I withdraw: 

" The leafl: of this my ficre ; 

''- Shalt call on _other Pow'rs in 

~'· And .fink, to, rife no more. 

. 
varn, 

"'· Beaute.a.us 



xrr.. 
"'· Beauteous thou art, nor:· meanly priz'd: 

" T,hen. lay no blame on' me; 
"' Nor feek what, tho~gh , it ~thers b!~fs,. 

,,. Mufr furely ruin -thee. 
;, 

XIII.1 
~ But frill revere· this facted trnth, 

" · Whatever mqy betide; 
"' Wh°at Heav'n dJ,c"rees"z's alWPJ.S ns->r.~ 

• .J J V 

'"· And all is. ~...-v. lnjide.'!·. - - .. 

) • I 

; 

I , 

- 1!'A 1ltE' 
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FABL. E· xxur .. 

The F U N E R A L. F· L O· W E R Sta. 

A S, lonely walking o'er the plahl'~ 

Vvith folem n frep and flow, 

A haplefs fwaint- at midnight hour,. 

"V,.T ent forth to. vent his woe; 

II. 

His hand the 1\veeteft :fl'ow'rets fill'cfi 

That glow'd with beauty's bloom ; 

Now defi:in'd with their richefi: tints 

T' adorn his LAURA'S tomb. 

III. 

Lo! there each mournful flow'r he firew .. d,. 

vVhich vernal FL.OR.A bears~ 

With frequent fighs difpers'd them round,, 

AllCl water'd them with tears. 
Th.er.~ 



e • ( 

IV. 
I • 

There was the V1'tET's purple hue~ 

- And HY ACINTHVS feen; 

The Jeave1. . with .monarch's _ nai:~es infcrib,di 
And plaintive notes between. 

V. 

Sweet Ros El\1 Ml Y, atfd · many a plat1t 
In Eafrern gar<l~ns known ; 

And Lo.ver's MY~ TLE, which the ~ee.a, 
Of Beauty deigns to owq;. 

VI.. 

A Sage, who wander'd there alone 

In the dank <lews of ni~ht, 

To gather plants of myfiic- pow'r, 

Beneath the moon's pale lighti 

VII. 

V/ith fcornfol fmile, an<l eye ·afkance, 

The haplefs youth furvey'd ; 

\Vho paid the lafi f'!-d tribute there 
Tb the departed maid. 



VIII. 
" And what! (faid he) ihall thofe fweet flow'rs, 

" \.Vhich finking life cau fave, 

'' And plants of aromatic fcent, 

" Adorn a dreary grave ? 

IX. 

" For ihame, fond youth ! fearn ·Natm·e's gifts 
" ,vith better fkill to prize. 

" Attend her preceptil -; read them her~ .: 

" Be frugal, and ' be rr.JJifi," 

x. 
He ceas'd; the fighing youth_ reply'd, 

" To LA u R A's iha<le I give, 

" Unblam'd, each emblematic flmv'r, 

" V/hich jhe firft :_taught · to Ii ve. 

XL' 

'' And frequent here fair FLoRA's' train 

" Uncull'd lei ME {hall bloom; 

" And, nurs'd by bright AuRORA's tears, 

" Diffofe th~ir rich perfume,, 
" Tken 



' 

-
. XU.. 

' ·' Then urge tne not, with narrow in·i11dt 
" To wrong the 1du11 below ; 

u Bl-lt rnther Tr-rou expand thy heart. 
" And gen'rous tears befiow.,.,· 

xilt 
Thus .i,s he fpoke, the REDBR.EAsT miler,. 

The friend of human-kind,. 
Wide fcatt€r'd )eaves o'er the low mound,,­

,And on. the- turf reclin'd~. 

XIV .. -
While PHILOMEL with p1ai'trfive notes J 

Funereal dirges fi..mg 
()'er LAURA'S tomb, who oft' in life 

Had mourn'd her taviili'd youhg. 

xv. 
And vam (!he fang);' wa~ Wifdom's J(jre;.. 

That taught the heart to hide; 
And vain the empty· idle boaft 

Of PhilofoJ?~ic Fride ... 



' . ' . 
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XVL 
The 'ftow"rs mare f weet!y weai'd to finite · 

Reviving at .her lay ; 

And fweeter fcer1t, and fre{1ler gre~n, 

The f welling' leaves .difplay. · 

xvrr .. 
''['he Sage i'!:ooa check'd, th~ foiemn fo.~g_ 

Such virtue could impart; 

He dropp'd a tear, to pity due, 

That h1:1manii'd the hea1t,. 

XVIII. 

The " graceful foftneis of the foul'11 

He leam'd thenceforth to prize; 

And own'd, 'VJhere NA_TURi touch'!/ the H-tArf, 

.':f'v..•as FOLLY to bew1sE-o 

F A, B L E 
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F A B L E XXIV; 

The FIELD and GARDEN DAISY. 

I. 

I N fields~ wnere Thames her fwelling wave 
Tran~ucent pours along; 

Where many a blooming green retreat 
Infpires the poet's fong ; 

II. 
A Jnead with native beauty crown'd, 

Extends its verdant bed ; 
\,Vhere fragrant Field-flow'rs wildly bloom, 

In fweet confufion f pread. 

III. 
It chanc'd a fportive youth had there 

A GARDEN DAISY rear'd, 
\Vhich 'midi!: the tribe of wilder fort 

Full haughtily appear'c{. 
" AWJ\' ! . 



' 
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IV. 

' Away ! (fh~ cr_y'd) ye meaner train, 

-," Whofe leaves no culture know; 

' Ref pea the Cultivated Flower, 

« That deig,zs in fields to grow 1 

v. 
"'' And chiefly thou that boait'il: my name,. 

'' Though furely not alfy'd; 

' Claim kindred with thy -native ,-veeds, 

" Nor flourifh by my fide! 

VI. 

" I know thee not -;-thy form I fcom: 

-., In native fplendour bright 

·u I RI~ has di pp' d my painted leaves, 

" All beauteous to the fight. 

vu . 
. " Whilit THOU !-but vainly fpent the time, . 

" On fuc.h a flow'r beil:ow'd: 

·" Difdain'd by all the 'Garden's tribes, 

" ltfy .late belov'd abode. 

q .3 . 

·1 "Knqw 
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vur. 
,, Know ME _your :queen, -_ye low-born r-ac~ 

" -Confefs foperior fwar; 

" Nor longer in my .prefence bloom, . 
" But tremble, and obey.'" 

IX. 
-., To foul -reproach (the DAISY faid) 

" \Vhat anfwer can we yield~ 
-«, \,Vhen cultivated/ltJ-1,Jrs -infuk 

" The nati-ves of the field -? 

X. 
" Yet what art THOU? proud gaudy toy-, 

" Defcended but from me, 
"' \Vho mourn too late I e'er gave birth 

" To fuch Ingrates as thee ! 

XI. 

~, I have my ufe, and oft' am feen 
" The village maids t' adorn : 

1:, Go prouder tho:t, in gardens bloom, 

'' And be the _great·ones fc~rn. 
" Bu · 
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XII. 

" But here, proud flow'r, thy date is ihort, 

" The foil denies the·e room ; 

'·' And ev'n this fpot, where now thou fwell'ir; 

" Shall !hortly prove thy tomb." 

XIII. 

The Sun gaz'd hot, the foreign field 

No moi11ure would fupply; 

Soon did the boafl:er droop her head, 

And wither, fade, and die. 

XIV. 

What need I more ?-The village fwaia, 

\Vhile on the fod reclin'd, 

Feels the plain Moral of the Tal• 

Deep graven on hi~ mind. 

H .FA BL 
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F A B L E -XXV. 

The P INKS and AR B U T U S. 

I. 

VI R TU E, the growth of ev'ry clime, 
Alike fhould be rever' d; 

\Xlhether from di11ant regions brought, 

Or in o,w country rear'<l. 

II. 

Rome, the great rniftrefs of the world, 
Such height had ne'er attain'd ; 

The train of worth in ev'ry land 
Had her proud fans difdain'd. 

III. 
From foreign arms, from foreign arts, 

H~r native glory rofe ; 

And more than half her boall:ed il:ate 

Sh<: b~rrow'd from her foes. 

Hz ' 
... 
:rm 
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.IV. 
~Vain is that boa:Jl of felfifh pride, 

"\Vhich deems no worth is found, 
., But in the narrow fphere confin'<l 

, Of its own native . ground. 

;Though not to foreign· lands, ,untaught, 
·r../.,r e need for Virtue roam ; 

·.Yet real Virtue, nurs'd abroad, 

Should be. reyer'.d at home.-

·vr. 
,: On fair ' Ieme's happy fhore 

A tall ARBUTUS plac'cl, 

<Bloom'd near a f weetly-cultur'J fpot7 

By Pr Ks unnumber'd grac'd, 

VII. 
· 'Twas · on 'the border of that lake 1 , 

Where vary'd profpe.:rs rife, 
· Of funny hills, o'er-hanging rocks, 

And low'ring mi H:y ikies ; 

a The Lake of Killarney, molt romanti ally fituated in the 
coun of Kerry, in lrdand, where the Arbutus tree is found, 
whicn bears a molt beautiful bloffom, and a fruit fometimes ufed 
for food, and whicn is fuppofed to have been tranfplantcd thither 
from Italy. 

SELL. }\, 
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VIII • 

.it.IN A, wand\·in g near the i .. 1ke, 

"The torei2'n tree furvey\l · ~ , 
" And bloom\1 thou 'midfl: Ol!!r natire Flow'n ?' 

Excbim'd the red<l'uing maid-

IX. 

" 0 could thefc hands thy root remove! 

" But fince that may not be, 

·' Far I'll tran~)lant my fragrant R:1ce, 

" No\v t !ac'd too near to thee." ... 

X. 
She faid- when fm it before he~ flood 

An aGcie1 t Hermit _grave ; 

\\ 1 h filver'd lo .{S and ftreaming beard, 

The tenant of the c:n-e ; 

XI. 

'" Defiil, fon maid ! ~he Hermit cry'd, 

" L i1 t 1c e thy favour'd flow'rs 

" Sholl !J die, i hailily remov'd 

" From th fe their well-known bow'rs; 

H3 '' \Vi 
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XII. 
" What if the tall ARBUTUs ilinre 

" Th' indu-Igence of thy land ; 
" ·no not his fweetly fragrant flow'rs 

" As fair a lot <lemand ? 

XIII. 
" Nor let lE;It.NE's children grieve, 

'' Where foreign worth is iliown; 

" But learn with cultivating care 

" To make that worth their or,,vn. 

XIV. 
" For thee, fair maid-the patriot flame 

' " Still nouri!b :.1 thy breafi : 

" But let that tlame by Reafon's rules 

" B.e modell'd and reprefs'd. 

xv. 
" Know that thy country's weal epcnlls 

" Not on he,ft!f alon~; 

" But each affiili ng hand that ilri ves 

" To fix fair Freedom's throne. 
" Com.ncrc~ 
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XVJ1,, 

'' Commerce aNd Stores from other lands 

'' Your glories D:ill increafe; 

''- Encourage then the golden :ll:rearn, 

" And ev'ry art of peace. 

XVII •. 

" Nor foreign Flow'rs, nor foreig1i Plants, 

" Deny a fofi'ring place; 

H \,Vhen thofe fair Plants or blooming Flow~i·t>-, 

" Bring Profit, Sweet, or Grace. 

XVIII~ 

'', Reject alone the idle. weed,. 

" That blooms but to deilroy; 

'' To cultivate the refi with care 

" Your utmofi ikill employ.'' 

XIX. 

He ceas'd ;-the Nymph her taik forfook, 

And :fl:ill together bloom 

The beautous Tree, and fragrant Flo\.v'rs, 

"\\Thence ZEPHYRS :fl:eal perfume. 

H4 FABLE 
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F A B L E XXVI. 

The COCK'S COMB and SWEET 
VvlLLIAM •. 

I. 

H I G H rofe the Sun,. the fleeting hours 
Verg'd tow'fds meridian h,;:ight, 

And all around the gtitt'ring fccne. 
Was loft in , fl-oods of light, 

IT. 
The flocks and herds, tbat gra1,'d awhile, 

Now left the funny glade; 
And in the fiream their fervour cool'd,, 

Or fought the ihelt'ring fuade. 

III ... 
Beneath a high projelted fence, 

At this irradiate hour, 
The fweet a D ianthus humbly blew,, 

A folitary Flow'r. 

a Another name for S,veet '\Villiam. 
But 
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IV. 

But where a thoufand mingling fweets 

Diffus'd a rich perfume; 

The gaudy Cocr<'s CoMB, idJ.y vain1 

A ppear'd in all its bloom. -

V. 

And " Match1cfs excellence!" he cry'ti, 

'' "\, ith ME what can compare? 

'' The fw etefi of the vernal train. 

' \\ ere never half fo fair. 

VI • . 

'' lVIy creil:cd ·head erect I rear, 

" And bloom with matchlefs grace; · 

" The brighteO: hue my leaves adorns2 

" Of all the · flow'ry race. 

VII. 

'' Na), to immortal pow'rs a-kin, 

,: Defcent from Heav'n I claim a; 

" And from eternal-blooming Flow'rs 

H D . l ,1 " enve my 1onour i name. 

~ This .Flower is a kind of Biftnrd Amal'antb. 

H5 
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VIII. 
I view'd the Plant, its form admir'd ; 

When a more modefr Flow'r 

Engag'd my eye, where foft it rofe 

vVithin its lonely bow'r. 

IX. 

,, Sweet tribes, (he fang,) fair FLORA'S care, 

" What beauties you difplay ! 

" l\1y breafr expands with focial joy 
" To fee your bright array. 

X. 
" To me, the lafr of flow'rets, give, 

" \Vithin this pale to grow : 

'' And give the weft winch gentle breath 
" O'er this my bed to blow." 

XI. 
He (poke-the pow'~s indulgent heard, 

Soft ZEPHYRS fann'd the trees; 

And o'er his humble earthy be~l 

Diffustd a gentle breeze, 
Smit 
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XII. 

Smit with the fragrance of the fcent 

The winds rejoicing bore; 

I own'd the pow'r of mode11 ·worth, . 

\rVhofe rival charm'd no more a. 

XIII. 

Say, Fair-ones, is the Moral plain,·, 

In eafy Fable dreil:? 

lt is but this-'To Merit true, . 

ThrMIJ Co.wombs from your breajl • . 

.i The Cock's Comb being a £audy Flower, withe~t a.ny ~grce• 

;ible fmell to m.ommend it. 

H 
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Fab . .Il/l_f[J_. 
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l ,,,... _ 
'I .. 

The Jt\SMINE and H ·EMLOCK; _ 

I 'i .. 

T OvV? RING aloft,. a JASMINE fweet 

In a rich . garden flood ~ 

And thence, nurs'd by wild Nature's· care, 

The neighb'ring HE;MLOCK view'd • . 

II. 

High o'er · the pale the ·angry fl(?w1r' ,­

Rear'd her affronted head; 

And, glowing in her vernal. · bloom, 

She . thus contemptuous faid : 

III. 

'' Say, worfe than Aconite, pernicious weed! 

" How dar'fr thou here to grow; 

c, And thy detefted. head advance, 

" Ne.ar where my bloffoms blow?" 

3 

------

The 
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. 
The angry HEMLOCK :fl:rait reply'd, 

" · Thou P!oud infulting thing ! 
" Vain is thy pride, and vain thy boaft, 

" Though deck'd by gaudy Spring. 

V. 
u Thou, in the blooming garden plac'd, 

n May'il pleafe the roving eye. 

" I in fome field or fecret ihade 

" My ufefu.l aid fopply • .. 

VI: 

" Nay, fcornful flow'r ! what I declare, 
" Great Nature's felf will own: 

" Ordaining all things · fair ·and good, 

" When once their ufe is known, . 

vu. 
,, Go afk of genial BAccHus' tree, 

" \A.There purple cluilers glow ; 
~l (Whofe juice produces gen'rous wme, 

." The balm of human woe.) 

"G 
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VIII~ 

" Go a1k what va1ious ills attend; 

" That precious balm's abufe : · 

" Ills that too furely ev'n exceed 

'' Tbofe of my baneful j uicc. 

IX. 

'' Yet baneful 1where-? when mifappfy'd;··. 

" So is each bleffing too. 

" This leffon learn, and know thyfelf;· 

" Nor rob me of my due. 

X. 

,. Me the grave Leech, who, greatly wife, 

'' Turns Nature's volume o'er, 

'' Oft fnatches from my low abode, 

'' And places in his fr ore. 

XI. 

"' There, amongfi health-befl:owing plants» 

" · He ranks my honour'd name ; 

u And, whilil he well employs my pow'rs, 

" Exalts hi11!fe!f to fame. 
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.X.11.: 
" <;Thus death and life alike are mine, 

" Neither to thee belong: 
c,. Though oft' by poets moil: admir'd, 

'' The . theme of idle fong. 

XIII. 
«' ·Be · thou fo frill; but ne'er defpife 

" · Thofe gifts thou can.fl: not :lbare : · 
" ·But keep this maxim in thy heart, 

" · '/'he UsE FUL is the FAIR.'' 

XIV. 
She faid-aba:lb '<l the JAs MIN E heard, 

And hung her drooping head; 
S.he faw, :fhat NATURE's cr,uorks r-..l'ere good, 

And all her Bo.ifring fled, 

F AB L 



.. 
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F A B- L- E xxvur .. 

The CARNATION and· S,QU..-? 

T Ii E R. N W 0 -0 D~-

r. 

R IC H i11 R thoufand beauteous dyes,\_ 

~ Th® fweet C;.1~ .. NA-TtON itood ; .. 

While with a , proud diic\ail1fol eye 

The Sot.TTHERNWOOD ihe view\!~ 

rr. 
" Great is thy Pride," the flow'r exclaim~;,, 

" To place the'e: near my fide; 

~ For e.v'n to grow in this rntreat1-, 

" · Argues thy matchlefs prjde •. 

nr. 
" SAy, w;hat art thou,. thyfelf no flow'i\ , 

" That dar'Il intrude thee h ere ; 

c,, '.Mid{!: plants fit for a . prince's bow.'r, 

" flow'rs fit for kings to ,vear? 

" Whate'er--
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JV. 

" \,Vhate'er I am,'' the Plant reply'd, 

" My poil: I well. maintain ; 

" And chearful lend my needful aid, 

" Where thine, alas ! were vam. 

v. 
" Say, could thy flow'rs 0£ brighteil <lye 

" lnjcflion's force withfrand? 

" Ah! what could all thy beauties do, . 

" If plagues laid wafie the land ? 

VI. 

,, Mean as I am, the taik is mine, 

'' To purge th' unwholefome air•-
, ,c To clear the brain, the blood refine, 

" And feat HYGEIA a there,. 

VII. 

" Nay farther ftill ;-thyfelf !halt own 
" How oft' I'm join'd with thee ; 

" And thy bright blo!foms brighter bloom, 

« Becaufe they're plac'd by me. 

a The Goddefs of Health. 
, A re 
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VIII. 

,. Are not the vartous tints, which deck 

" Thrs fcene, the Floriil:'s pride ? 

" l\lIE then, imperious ! venerate 

" For pow'rs to thee deny'd.-

IX. 

'' Say, if each warbler ?f the grove 

'' Should chufe the felf-fame il:rain; 

" \V 01.1ld the tir'd ear the concert pleafe, 

'' Or win1 to hear again? 

x. 
'' Nature, who made us what we are, 

'' Did diff'rent gifts impart; 

' ' And gave to all their portion due 

" Of her all-plafi:ic art. 

xr. 
' { Contented then in diff'rent fpherea 

'' Unenvying let us move: 

' For this muft Hill moil: gr~teful be 

'' To THOH who rule above. 
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XII. 
'' Nie let t!y :RveeteO: fragrance grace, 

" Ev'n from the earJ.y May ; 
" And thee will I in gardens fair · 

'' \Vith fov'reign b_alm repay? -

xnr. 
" For, thus united while we frand, 

" \,\fl. ncc"l tu n1k no more; 
" \Vhile m1..1tually we take and give, 

" We double all our jjore." 

XIV: 
Prudent !he faid ;-her rival, pleas'd,' 

Adepts the fmelling gre·.: n ; 
And one for Uje, an<l one for S/;o'",JJ, 

Tore.ther new . are feen •. ~, 

xv . . 
Learn hence, :!'hat various talc·1tts gi'V'n 

filean rvario1ef!y to b!cfs : 
And thus on mutual wants kind Hea,..:'n 

B uiids 1m-lf1tal 1-Iapp/nrfs • .. 
F. A .R L .E 





~td ~lo-tvm1Gzo.:HYl7W/:Y 
Fa/ixxx 
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FAB '-LE XXIX. 
. 

i'The ROSEMARY and FIELD-FLOWER. 

I. up o -N the fam'd HYPANIS-, banks, 

By chance, in days of yore, 

A tuft of Rofemary ·rhere grew, 

:v?hich fcented all -the fhore. 

II. 

And near at hand a FieLd-flow;r rear d . 

Its variegated head; 

And view'd full many a fpacious track, 

- With dreary deferts fpread. 

III. 

But where the nver roll'd its i1rea1n, 

Unmunber'd infeB:s 1\varm'd; 

\Vhich rofe in myriads into life, 

By PHoEBus' i11fluence warm'd b. 

b On the banks of the river Hypanis, there is a fort of 

infect, whofe life is faid only to eitend from the ri!il'!g to .the 

. fetting of the fun,. 
The 
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IV. 
The fame revolving day that faw 

Their fcene of life begun, 
~held them fink to duil: again, 

With the declining fun. 

v. 
And one of thefe, at noontide hour, 

'(The hardieil: of his race) 

Urg'd to the Field-flow'r bright and gay 
His quick and eager pace. 

VI. 

But when no fragrant fcent he found 

In that fame flow'r fo bright; 

He to the fweeter Rofemary 

Immediate urg'd his flight. 

VII. 

The lajling aromatic plant, 
His fpeecl with wonder view'd; 

Advis'd him other flow'rs to feek, 
Nor on her fpot intrude. 

~' And 
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vnr. 

"'" And how ~an I for thee (!he faid} 

" My happier pow'rs dif play, 

~, Or with my lafring flow'r fuppo11t 

" The infecl:: of a day-r 

IX. 

'' Sure Nature form'd thy race in fport, 

" Continual to deil:roy ; 

" Nor ever meant thy race to tafte 

" One pure, fub11antial joy." 

x. 
'' Not fo,'' the wifer Info~ cry'd, 

" My high defcent I claim 

" From PHoEBus" felf-you cannot more, 

" Nor wifh a higher name. 

xt. 

u \,Vhat if to me a !horter <late 

" By Nature's law is giv'n; 

" Each moment that I live, t' e,fi'!Y, 

" Fs all I a1k of Heav'n, + 
" Beneath 
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XII. 

-<, Beneath the Mufhroom's fpacious fhade, 

" Or in the mo:ffy bow.,r, 

--'' Or frill .at noon as no'"JJ reclin.,d, 

~ Beneath fume fragrant fl.o:V'r. 

XIII. 

" Know, .that as. much of life I trace 

" In one rev.olving fun; 

" As yonder herds, whofe def!:in.,d .courfo 

'' Full many an .a_ge has run. 

XIV. 
,, For equal -are great Nature's gifts, 

" And but an idle dream; 

" The boafr .of time, which glides away 

"' Swift as the palling f!:ream. 

xv. 
" \ Vell to empioy the prefent hour, 

'' Sweet plant, be ever thine ; 

" LIFE'S little day, civhcn once f'lap/d, 

..., "Shallfecm asfo.ort as MINE." 

FABLE 
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F A B L E XXX. 

The JUDGEMENT of FLOWERS. 

I. 

F A R from the bufy haunts of men, 

, Far from the glaring eye of day; 

Still Fancy paints, with Nature's pen,. 
Such tints as never can decay. 

JI. 

Hail thou nbt feen, at ev'ning hour, 

l\Then PHoEBUs funk beneath the' main, 

Reclin'd in fame fequeiler'd bow'r, 
The village maid, or ihepherd fwain -~ 

III. 

Hail: thou not mark'd them cull with care 

Some favour'd flow'ret from the reit, 

'To deck the breafi, or bind the hair, 

Of thofe they priz'd ancl" lov'd the be!U 
I Anc! 
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IV. 

And frill expreffive of the mind 

The emblematic gift was found ; 

Whether to mournful thou.ght inclin'd, 

Or with triumphant gladnefs crown\L-

v. 
Near AvoN's banks, a cultur'd fpot, 

With many a tuft of flow'rs adorn'd, 

Was once an aged iliepherd's lot, 

Who fcenes of greater fplendor fcorn'd • 

. 
. VI. -

Three beauteous daughte~s blefs'd his bed, 

Who made the little plat their care ; - f 
And ev'ry fweet by FLORA fpread 

Attentive frill they planted there. 

VII. 

Once, when frill .ev'ning veil'cl the 1ky, 

The fire walktd forth, and fought the bow'r ; 

And bade the lovely maids draw nigh, 

And each feiea fome favour'd flowtr. 

The 
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VIII. 

The fu .. 11, with radiant fplendor charm\1, 

A variegated Tulip chofe: 

The next, witl~ love of beauty chann'd, 

Preferr'd the fweetly-blu{hing Ro[e. 

I~ •. 

'I~he third, who mark.'c-l, with depth of thought, 

How thofe brig\1t Flow'rs muft droop away, 

An Ev'ning Primrofe Qnly brought, 

Which opens with the clofing day. 

X' .. 
The fage a while in filcnce view'd 

The various choice of flow'rs difplay'd; 

And then (with wifdom's gifr endu'd) 

Addrefs'd each beauteous li11'ning maid ! 

xr. 

" vVho chofe the Tulip's fplendid dyes, 

" Shall own, too late, when that decays, 

"' That, vain y proud, not greatly wife, 

" She only caught a iliorc-liv' d blaze. 

I .i " The 
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XII. 

" The Rcfe, though beauteous leaves and fweet 

'' Its glorious vernal ptide adorn : 
' ' Let her who chofe beware to meet 

" The biting iharpnefs of its thorn .. 

XllT. 

'' But fle, who to fair day-light's train 

'' The- Ev'ni11g ilow'r more jui'I: preforr'd; 
'' Chafe real worth, nor chafe in vain 

" The one great objctl: cf regard. 

-XIV. 

" Ambitious ,thou! the Tulip race 

" In all life's vary'd courfe beware : 

" Caught with fweet Pleafure's rof y grace, 

" Do thou its £harper thorns beware. 

xv. 
" Cf'hou rucent ftill to Virtue's lore, 

" Attend, and mark her c-ounfcls fage ! 
" She like try /io-~v:r hrs Cweers in il.ore, 

" To foothe the ev'ning of thine age." 

F\ He 
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XVI. 

He ceas'd-attend the moral firain~ 

The Mufe enlighten'd pours; 

Nor let her pencil trace in vain 

The Judgement of the Flow'rs • . 



' ~· 

• 

... 
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