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THE S TOT\Y 6F 

lf'HE T HflEE :SeAllS 

{n Sept e .m be. r IB3 J 

BY 

€~~};{.nO:Yt :lnu11.~ 



'Tice tve of the THREr: BEARS 

Little Hor6ook decJv-es 

He per[ ectly well c2..n.. reh,ea .. rse; 

But Aunl: Nello will teU, 

Pretty nea...rly a..s well, 

The very sune S~ry in. ver$e. 



Th.e 

CR.lebrd.led nursery ta.le 

of th.J. 

THREE BEARS 

'Ouf i,w, verse 

vuL enil,el//slie.tl with. dr2..win.fs 

for a... 

Birth-da.y Present 

~ 

HORACE BROKE 
,.. 

.)col.' 16: I iJI. 



I. 

Ma.ny a..g~es J..go, it wa...s canznion , I (ind, 

For dumb cre3..!ures ta i~a..lk iust as \Nt l! J.s n1a.n.' ir: .. d: 

Birds 3-11-ol Beasts niel" to,.ret/ie.r Ic7..rr.9..no~e their affairs· 
u b , 

NJ..y ! l'h.e Frogs of tiie da..y. rn,Lsl- neert:)· t1ve them.selves ii rs, 

An..d a..pei ng their be lte rs. not lea. ·ci v..,i th. l"hei r sl.J...ti vn, 

Ta.lk'd of ltJ.ving; .1. King· to rule over their nJ../-l'un . 

.2. 

In thesf.. (llrt oll .f d:i.ys, i't aid r3...1se no sur!'rl se, 

(Though now twou..ld tna.ke t.V'ry on.e opet1. tn.'" ir <- yes } 

Thal' thtee 132.a..rs. very sick of ilu./r tA" J 1 is .z.,ui. !Mir den, 

Shou.ld (J.ncy a. h~1 u 'mong·,ft th.e. d vc 11ing-s cf 111.en; 

So lt. .. ,t ca.ring· a.. fi( fur wlta.t J..ny one .,·J.i ll, 

Th ... y bought J... !a.rge /wu.sc.. J..lre.1..dy {urtuslz.cd. 
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I 
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• ', 111/}_ Iv , yd. h,,IJLf in11, J{ / //z_e 1{welfir1J~- vl 11,en. 



.J. 

An old. wonwi l/vd n.ea_r tlie,n. tvlto tf! their ho-use Went, 

}.s tD ma.t,e their J...l9ua..inta.nce she. ·wJ.s frdly bent. 

Th.e.y rif~ .. ·ed to re.:eive 11-er ; md. J..r t!ti; ,ebulf, 

Th..e. J..'i...rrv £1}d Wi.JlHJ.n went h.o'lne in 2. hutf; 
0 ./ 

• ,, 11 3 I 

Acl. :zl'oks~ sh2 cxc!J...i1n'rl... wlta.,'· in1per!ininl: # . c.d..r·. 
~ " 
I v:ould !1..in knJ'\I\·' tlie.ir tit . .t. Ji? tive t.u1n.selves :1..irs. 

4-

Ske, V'.1itlwu.t !7-wre reflection. resolv'd.. 1tPl- tJ let 

The. ZlL.J.ttc.r re~·t here· :1.11J. wurk' l inro a.. JJt! t, 
I I 

.~/u 77tJ..de u./-1 h.!.r nu.Jlol to wa.tclt tlieni SJ..fc:. vu t , 

Then not .1..t a.ll tliiHking wfu .. t she w.1...s 2.buu( 

Sh..e derer11ui,:d wiU1ouf !h.e. 13eJ.rs' l ea..ve lo ~x"olore 
I I I 

Ea.ch pa.rt of the UJ-use; $ 1) popr d. in a_t tlie d_{IO(. 



/.ti:_ ....-:.:.:=·-- ...:...~ 
v I r-::'l • 

''Arb:ooks(slze exchii1n.'d, "w/Lli iniperlinent Beirs_1 
'' 



.[ 

Slz c · it'lc n{ to th f'dr 1'-'ar; ] 1ui there site did ,5 fe 

Jom.e 6ow1s of o~ood uu'!k. 6y ~ue. two, .L.ttd thn:e: 
CJ 

.>/Le r:i.. Ced !he ft'ts!:, J.nd LlzePL .1;1 1• it rl.t~Ju. f,: 

,f/i.e dr,v1..k sonze of th~ ScCdJ!_d, c7.nd. !hrew iL- c'l! I { I . . 
I 

Uh..' greeiy tJ/ri. wo1nc'ln.
1 

5/Le c/,,·:znk t'! J. J/ np. 



I( , I :, 
J}z_.' g,-eedy ulti wJnuzn :' :,he d13.-n k tt J..!I up f 



6. 

Jhe ·wen. l· Lo the dr a. w ,·.'1. g: r o o Jn . J.1uf s !w t/1 und. tfie re. 

I'ot eJ.ch ol the BPJ..fs, :1. r1tosf· Jzo111ie1·uus clu1/r; 

.>!le SJ../- dawn Ill !he tir-sl, 611 L- size /oa1Zd. 1i: /lJo ,ollgli; 

Siu s2l d.fJ wn Ul !he second Ju; dzil she fe It touoiL · 
b ' 

I 
Pt.. {I WIL 



"\Vh.e.n. tood. f1ck -J.-da.y! tlie 6oUonz. tJlust tl:rou1L' 
11 



r. 
5lze went lo tile 6eLiruo1n, vu/_ th.e,e size r/id li'nd 

Three nice· looking 6eds, !!Le /Jest of th.eir kin1.{ 

5/z.e l.z.y riowit /1! !hi hi-st: Jut size (uuru/. /i.ttle t'2se: 

Siu h1.y down ,·n flu 5tco1td, 1'\J ;iclL .,c,Jl. /e!f dii ;ztcJ.se; 
-

Siu .':Lv a'.1 V'.in /•1. !lie d1.-i!J1( tv/l1zout nz.u.ch. Uo, .. 
~ . , , I ' l d' I t.l I. I- I I I : " tUJl, {OoOl , .!..C.r ·a.. · J. y! , ni? '-'!J ~tr,1n r,u. rs! ltu·ot1.ot2.' 

V I a 



,, 

\ lien.. food !J.CK·J·d.J.y .
1 t/u. otw,n O'l rJt tflrollfk! " 



8. 

Size /otJkd. t)Ul of l'u: windr•w, Jnd. lhete .slle deserted 

The 6urs [tJ1n t .t1.f ,:.On e-w3.rds. with dlgn.ifuuL sin.de. 
,, ,. ,, 

/)Ir_!, qn 1'-ii slu., I J..t1l /;,st, ii I/ e be.1.. ·s frru.l.. mt h..-ete . 

.... , fur f;~- il\rit.i ,' a closet .itl t1-e1n6/in.cr with feu., 
I b 

.5'z..c h.d iur,.;ell'; t·o1;1ng· slu zni.giu: g·eL- J..VvJ.y
1 

Be.fore tiu three 1;1 uir,; ::.o,,tlo. ftiui. \Vh.(.re. sh.t. !J.y. 



------------·----------------- -----, 
i 
I 

I' ~ l - I I I If . ne Dt!JIS (OJ!l /nf Jmewir/s \\I lL 1.U£ilifi d stride.. 



9· 
l\Te.1.nw/zi!e tlz.e /'IJ r beJJS wl o hJ.d 6een out t/J rtrdm, 

lYere Conu.ng· 2.S fc2sf .2.S t/zey tr•ttfa!.. to !/z.e1r /zonle: 

Tireo!_ /z un.ory Jitd.. fflJlCi.JlO. for fol1d_ J.n .. d for !'c.Sf 
• C, • ., b lJ ' 

!I.,z. . .,;as;. ic/o~t.s ot /zinu. ,Z> Iii< j:Ji1.rlu1u-- !/lc:v /-.rest; 
A I I ,I i ' I . L 1/ . . /:5 !n.e1r opeJLe'i- r:~c { o~r !1.. Slv-·zL- o·ret:![et ,_1l.t...''lf' eyes 

./ • tJ l:) > I 

1Yhich. {ill'J. !lieir ttJL<-oi .. JreJ.sts botlz v.., i.th 'l.Vra.!/i /1-sttrprise. 
a 

/(). 
~ " 

The lii·st be.Lr ro,v·r',ur /11uJ cx.c/JinL'd Uh.it l.o I Sep_7 
t:7 • 1 ., 

'-'1-1.4o 's /;eell. {1srino· n1.,, o·o • ., .. l 1ni/k. wilhoul /eJ.t'" 1•f'1ne.l 
b • C 

'!\e !·,.1!..c. l>e1rsc:-e/1..r,11'd. ,.;oki, .. c,· in.lo ,1zis l.'LlJ.1 • • ,tJ /' 

ff ~ 

.!iht;'S Jeen dt/uf.:1,zo"' Jn\, 11iilk c'l..!lcL drunk itJ.l/..up. 
b • I I 



_________ ,_ ----- ----------....;._-: 



II. 

Tke.y vvcnt to t/u ,lr.zw/1u.-:1t,1,1n; wl1e1e th.e f1i'J{ be .. lr 
. b 

u • 

JL1ztc( . i1l/u, V. /~~ (I{{ { lca.. v f! / , J..S s:z ( dt,w 11 IJL tn V dz.:i.,,-.9 
I " . ~ 

'The :,eco1c. cl., :1..stun1.·s/t'l"L, ,1nore ntf.'ld.{y dicL .s /1. ..;, . 
ff ff 

l'ltho's 6een silfint 111. nt,lf LhJ.ir. vvlien 1 w~s J..wa y. ' 

1'/i~ /iti:U bectr nza d ~y (rted; /( ·VhtLt sluLL 1 i11.9 

'' 'l{h" h~s sa.t it'" 11 t' ch it. 2.n ,/_ dul Jpl£c,m vu1rsL- !hto.:? ., 



-----------

--~~~~~~~~~~----~~--1: .,--
·- ·-·1 

11

Wh.J /u.5 Sd.t /n llt-y c/wr, V uf. l f e UUl:ltrlll b'rrJt tJn;.
111 



/1, 

To !iz.e ttdr1Jot1Z fkey vv ent; :ind the lir-sl 6e.v- tlu.n SJ.ii 
u ~ 

'vvri7 since I've 6een oul, fus /a.itl down /n. ni.y 6eti .' 

Th.e second. 6eJ..r, 'lui.!e ;_g'ha.st lietceLy did Si.J, 
,, 

'ivho h.a..J kuL tlie i re unzpCt.bn LtL 11~ bed to l2y .~ 
• n 

The li1:tle ~e2.r 5 lteJ..tn '.l. Dul JA./ wha..L- shJ..ll I do_? 
c, ,. 

II.Ju, 111 1ny /Jed !us li.in_ ,,111d t/z_e 6otlflni 6u..r5t /JzrJ P 



I• 'f 

', V 1, LiL nty 6ed. lia..s liin, J.Jzd tlu 6ottblll br.u st thu/1 



IJ 

lnd1j1Lvz/: r/ie_y run tlu. Je/t'n11t.e1LL to find; 

EJ.ch Cotl'l~r lh.e.y seJ..rc.lz, aJid e!Lrh- ioor !t){)J 6el, ,ni: 
" ,, 

'Tiu cJose{; t/uy OJJen., &x uc1.inz i ,, g: Sh.e's here/ 

A,ul J,-d-g" fot!IL fh~ cunze, ha/( FXpiri,z&" witl fev; 

Jru'ie Jetern ./n'd la ptLnish lier, /png" !hey de6aLe 
1~1iaL: in Jt-LSQce 5/-ould te their uLd em..emy's lice. 



r 

" " AnJ drt1g- torth. th..,,e. fuie. futl{ &xpiring- 1v1l.4. fea r. 



Ii;. 

On tlu (ire t/wy tbow he;; 6ui 6u1n her they couldn't; 

In the wur they put h.er 61.d IX)~iJwn there she w"uldn:t; 

Th.ey ._'ieize lier 6efote fl.II tlu w/YJ1.JU-ring" peo;J-e, 

AnJ chuck lie.r J.loft: on .St f;_uJs l)uu,c/i-yvd stR.eple; 

AnJ if ske.'s sli/1 thete . when you .. e a.1? es Cly look, 

\ 'o, L wtll see !u:r qu.J..re pf2.i7i/ lj._nzy de.ar little H otboof..1 



" µ On the //re tliey tluow her, bai 6wn fur they couldn't , 



u » 

In tlie wa..ler tiie y pul Mr, out dto wn there .slu. W{J-tLldta: 

{ 



~ " 
And cluu/, Ju.r a.!uft vn St Pa.ul's c/1wc.li-yud stee,!e: 



Eleanor Mure's manuscript CJ'he Story of the CJ'hree Bears 

Eleanor Mure was a devoted aunt, as thi.s manuscript shows. The booklet, 

created as a birthday present for her four-year-old nephew, Horace Broke 

( who pronounced hi.s name "Horbook"), features spi.ri.ted, though uneven, 

verses and equally charming and energetic watercolour illustrations. 

Mure's manuscript, dated I83I, i.s considered the first recorded ver ion, 

and the story is not found in print until Robert Southey's prose ver ion in 

er-he Doctor, volume IV (I831). A second print version by "G.N.," consi ring of 

a retelling of Southey's tale, appeared the same year. Its derivation is acknowl­

edged in the dedication, addressed to the "Unknown Author of 'The Doctor,'/ 

Great original Concoctor / Of the rare story of the Bears/ Their porridge­

pots, their beds and chairs." 

According to Judi.th St. John, the bibliographer who first de cri.bed the 

manuscript, the e three early versions all depict the intruder a a "meddle ome 

old woman," not to be changed to a naughty little girl until Joseph Cundall's 

A crreasury of Pleasure Books was published in I850. Cundall explained to reader 

that this version of Southey's tale, reproduced with permi ion, was changed be­

cause "the tale is better known wi.th 'Silver-Hair and becau e there are so many 

other stories of old \vomen." Subsequent author , including Walter Crane 

(1816) and Leslie Brooke (I904) adopted Cunda[l' change, u ing the variant 

names" ilverlock "and "Goldenlock ," but the mo t popular ver ion, "Goldic­

locks," was the creation of Flora Annie Steel in English Fairy er-ales (r9r8). 



St. John also notes that the relationship of the three bears changes from that of 
brothers of equal size i.n Mure's manuscript to a family i.n Southey's version, as 
i.Uu trated i.n Frances Elizabeth Barrow's Cfhe Apple Dumpling (1852). 

Joseph Jacobs, i.n More English Fairy Cf ales (1894) corrected his earlier 
description of "The Three Bears" solely as the creation of Robert Southey. 
Jacobs provided an alternate source: an old folktale, "Scrapefoot," about a fox 
that intrudes into the castle of the bears, offering a possible explanation that the 
fox, or vixen, '\,vas interpreted as an "Old woman" by Southey; but as the earlier 
ver ion by Mure and Southey's own introduction to the tale indicate, the story 
was a nursery classic long before it was rendered into text. 

Eleanor Mure was born i.n 1')98 or 1'J99, the third daughter of James 
Mure, and granddaughter of Willi.am Mure of Caldwell, a Baron of the 
Scotti.sh Exchequer. Mure wa a barrister i.n Westminster until his retirement 
around 182 '), when he moved to Cecil Lodge, the etti.ng of the story. This 
house, which no longer exists, had been given as a wedding present i.n 1'J'J3 to 
Vi. count Cranborne, the elde t on of the seventh Earl of Salisbury, and was 
'plea antly i.mated i.n ground of seventy acres amidst beautiful scenery." 
Among her childhood books was A Cf?'Ue History of a Little Old 0vJoman 0vJho 
Found a Silver Penny (1806), with folded leaves, which may have been the model 
for "The Three Bear ." Mure died, unmarried, in 1885 after a long quiet life. 



Horace was educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford, became a 

barrister-at-law, and died in 1909. When his library was sold at auction, Edgar 

Osborne, County Librarian of Derbyshire, bought it for his personal collec­

tion, which he donated to Toronto Public Library in 1949, and bear hi name. 

Osborne was a scholar and bibliophile who recognized and preserved many 

important early children's books, this titleone of his per onal favourites. This 

manuscript has been exhibited at the Victoria and Albert Museum during the 

Festival of Britain in 1951, and at the Pierpont Morgan Library in ew York. 

The publication of this facsimile, the 1967 facsimile edition of which is long 

out of print, was made possible by a grant from the Friends of the O borne and 

Lillian H. Smith Collections. The Osborne Collection i a reference library 

that spans the development of English-language children's publi hing, and 

includes book , book-related art, author archives, games and ephemera. 

Toronto Public Library and it Friends invite readers of this book to vi it the 

Osborne Collection, home of "The Story of the Three Bears." 

Le he McGrath 

Head, 

Osborne Collection of Early Children' Book , 

Toronto Public Library 










