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PREFACE. 

An unknown number of men haYL· clecidecl to seek for

tune in the Klondike country. :\t this moment, thou

sands of them have their eyes fixed on the gold placer 

mines in the Yukon district. There exists a widespreacl, 

insistent demand for information which ,,·ill enable the 

prospective gold-seekers to arrange their gold-seeking 

plans in detail. That information will be found between 

the covers of this book. 

THE CHIC\( ;o RECORD has undertaken to as

semble all the facts, figures, and knowledge obtainable 

about the gold-bearing lands in Alaska and the British 

Yukon district. It has drawn upon its immense resources 

to the fullest extent, and has spared neither pains nor 

money to gather the sorely needed information which 

thousands of men are demancling. 

In "Klondike: The Chicago Record's Book for Gold

Seekers," every known practical and contemplated route 

to all the gold fields in the north is fully, comprehensively 

and minutely described, ,Yith maps and tables of distances 

which are absolutely reliable. Everything \Yhich ·a gold

seeker should know that can be placed in type is con

tained in this book. THE CHICAGO RECORD is 

particularly well-equipped for gathering this large 

amount of information. It was the first newspaper in 
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the lTnited States to send a staff correspondent to the 

gold fields, and his letter describing the great Klondike 

"strike" was the first announcement in thi~ country of the 

discoverv. 

Tt has been publishing the most reliable news of the 

gold fields under the arctic circle for two years. It had 

in hand a large amount of information, and what it need

eel to make this book complete came over the wire~. 

:\Jany of the illustrations in this book are copied from 

photographs taken by a staff correspondent of THE 

CHICAGO RECORD, and ,vill be found in no other 

book. 

The gold-seeker may take this book ,,·ith him as a 

guide. It also can be placed in the home library, for its 

pages have a distinct educational value. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Page 

C'HAPTEH I-\V1rn1rn THE Gm.n Is Fouxn, 13 

CHAPTER II-How TO GET TO THE KLO.NDJl,L. - ~o 

C!L\l'TER IV-THE Yn,;:ox .\XI> ITS BIL\X('IIES, .",(j 

CHAPT~;R Y-l',\PIT.\L HEl/l'lltEI> BY (;01,1>-S1-:EKE1t.,. ~1 

CHAPTER ) Vl-l-IIXTS FOR l'HOS!'ECTOl(S A.ND }fIXEHS. \l4 

CHAPTER Ylf-l'XITEI> ST.\TES ~IIXIX« L.\ \I.S. ll\j 

CuAPTER YIII-l'.\X.\DL,:s. :\I1x1:-« L.,\\'S. 133 

CHAPTER 1X-RICIIXE,s,-; OF THE l'L.\CEH ~lIXES. HH 

CHAPTER X-P.\X \'.\Ll'ES OF PAYIXG CL.\11!~. l.",\I 

C'JLU'TEH X1-DA.NGEH.s OF THE CJULKOOT P.,ss. lliH 

CHAPTEH Xll-T1rn .. B.\CK Doon" Rot TE. 17ti 

CrLU'TEH XIII-A Yn,o:,; DELICACY, l\J7 

<'11.\l'TE!( XlV-lXTEHX.\TIO:>.\L Bot·:-1>.\lff 1)1,-;l'L"l'E. ~11 

l '11.\l'TEH X \' I-PHOFESSOR SJ>t'HifS REPORT, :!33 

CHAPTER _X\'Il-}LUL SE!tYICE IX THE KLOXDIKE, :!;;:? 

CHAPTER XVIII-LIFE IX l)_\\\'sox CITT, 

CHAPTER XlX-OGILYIE·s REPORT ox THE Y1·1,o:,; ll1sTH1CT, 

Cll.\I'TEI( XX-(;01,1> 1!1,,TUI:\' OF .\L.\SK.\. -

l'!l.\l'TEI: XXI-THE 1!1·1,s<>:';,; B.\Y Co}!l'.\.\Y. 

C'IIAl'TEI( XXII-ELI (;_\GI·;·,-; YL·1rnx ,701-HXEL -

CHAPTER XXIII-T1rn }J1x1m·,-; T!lER~IO)IETEH, -

CHAPTER XXIV-T1rn \VoRLD's GOLD l'HODUCT, • 

•)_, .... 
,~ I I 

'!87 

2!l-l 

305 

3·)-,.,.) 

338 



TABLE OF CO:S:TE;,;'TS. 

l'ILU'TEH XXV-.\. :\IoDEL IxDIAX Tmrx. -

l'IIAl'TEI{ XX\"I-(;.\.\IE IX TIIE KLU:SD!KE <'11L·xn:Y. 

CHAPTER XX\'Jl-J10f;,;. l:Slll.\XS .\:\ ll ltEI:>.IJ1 EH. 

C'UAl'TER XX\'lll-ll!STOlff OF .\.1,.-1.,-;1,.\. 

C'tLU'TER :XXIX-Qt·EER Scl!IOIES .\:S!J <JtJ!J PRoJEcr,-;. 

C'!IAl'TEH XXX-l'.1:-..11> • .\_-S YCKUX l'ULICY, 

CHAPTER XX :\l--K:-.1-:\\· Yt·Ko:-. DI8THICT YE.IHS .\,,11. 

C11.-1 PT~:R XXXII-So)!E Ht:-<TOHICAL UoLIJ ( ·H.I zE,-;. 

CnAPTEit XXXIII-UoLD 1:-. ,brn1uc..\x lh>EHrs. -

C'IIAl'TEI( XXXIV-\Y,na:x 1:S TIIE KLUXDIKE Cot·xTHY. -

Ctl..\PTER XXXY-:\"t:1.,-; Som:xsE:-.·s DIARY. 

Cn..\PTER XXXVI-l'HEl'ABlXG FOR THE S!'ltlXt, llt·s11. 

CHAPTER XXX\.l!-SoLJD DRI:SKS AXD ilARD FOOD, 

Page 

.,--
•) I j 

3()5 

433 

4H 

·t.i.i 

469 

500 

.iH 

533 



j\\APS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

KLONDIKE (;OLD F11-:1.1, 

"ALI, \Y.\TEH .. Roen; 

''0YEHL.,L\'D" RoeTJ,; 

TA.KOU RIVER Rot;TE 

STIKEEX RIYEH Ron:i,; 

:11.\ J •:-; 

Yl'KOX RIVER .\XD ITS BH.\:S:Ull-> 

··B.-1.cK Doon .. Rot"n:s 

COPPER RIVER GOLD FIELD 

ILLGS'l'IL\.TlONS. 

CHILKOOT P.\ss. Fr1111fi.,11ic,·<' 

::\lILES L\XYll.'i RAPIDS 

\VHAHF • .\T SEATTLE 

SL\lffL\'G A.T liEA.D \V A.TERS 

.Jc, E.\ lf 

Si-:,·no:s: OF.\ KLo:S:Dlli:E l'L.\('l•:I: ::\11:s:1-: 

::\IJXER's l'.\X, CRADLE, Lo:s:<; To.\1 .\ 'di I 'l .\I I' 

\VoHK .\T ::'\1«11T 

XoRTHWEST ::\Iol'.\''J'Ell POLICE 

l'LACER GoLD CL.\DI. ::\Tn.u:1(,..; ('i:u:K 

IIALT IN CIIILKOOT J'.1ss 

CmcLJ,; CITY 

\'rnw ,\.cnoss TIIE Yt·hox 

S:-,;ow :-;TOIDI I.\' THE :ll<ll'YI .11:--s 

Sr.ncIX(; 

STE.UIEI( ... \Hcnc.·· ll'KO:\ 1{11·1-:1: 

Page 

1 ·• 

:w 
3-l 

GO. til 

l ,11. 1,1 

:!:H 

70 

111.~ 

1:lO 

JI:.? 

l~li 

1- .• ,. 
l!J-1 

:!II~ 

:::w 
.'?-!Ii 

::(i~ 



X :\lAPS A~D ILLCSTRATIO~S. 

Sc1,;:-;1,; ox FuI:TY :\lJLE l'BEEK 

DOG TRAIN 

DAW>iOX CITY 

MILES C'.\~; ni:-; 

LAKE BEX:'iETT 

FORTY :\IILE CREEK .\:,.;1, Tow:,.; 

THE FrnsT P.\X 

PROSPECTORS STllIKf'.\(; .\ XEW CHEEK 

A1..\sKA STLDIEH ··ExcEL<JoH·· 

AN AL.\HIL\ (;L.\<·11:R 

FORT CnHIIY 

STEA~!BIL\T OX THE Y!"KOX 

l"X.\LAHKA 

S.\ w J'IIILL ox THE y n,ox 
TREADWELL GOLT> :\111.1., 

SITKA 

SJTK.\ HARBOR 

A C'.\CIIE OX THE Yl"KOX 

P.\CK HORSES TO TIIE P.\HH 

:\l!SSIOX OX THE Yt·KoX RIYER 

Page 

'!~4 

300 

:n6 

400 
4lfj 

4:!8 

440 
'. •) "'.t,1-

503 

516 







KLONDIKE. 

THE CHICAGO RECORD'S BOOK 
FOi: 

GOLD-SEEKERS. 

CHAPTER I. 

WHERE THE GOLD IS FOUND. 

ters the Y nkun abont two miks irnm 
Dawson City, which is abont 170 

miles from Circle City. The Klon
dike is about qo miles in length, running in a \H'stcrly 
direction, and the gold-bearing creeks, where the richest 
deposits have been found, run into the Klondike from a 
southerly direction. 

Two and a half miles up the Klondike, from its conflu
ence with the Yukon river, is Bonanza creek, which ha, 
several small tributaries. Twelve miles from ,, here the 
Bonanza creek enters the Klondike, and running ap-
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proximately parallel with the Yukon. is El Dorado creek, 
which is from twelve to fifteen miles in length. AlJout 
seven miles further up Bonanza creek is Gold Bottom 
creek, and several miles beyond is Adams creek, and 
still nearer the source of Bonanza creek are smaller 
streams, all gold bearing. Some twelve miles up the 
Klondike is Bear creek, with its tributaries; t\\·eh-e miles 
beyond Hunker creek empties into the Klondike, and 
about the same distance from there, up the Klondike, is 
Too :-Iuch Gold creek. The richest finds have been made 
principally on the Bonanza and El Dorado, but rich 
strikes have been reported on all the creeks named. 

Prospectors han found rich deposits on Indian river, 
which empties into the Yukon about fiity miles below 
the Klondike. Indian river runs in a southwesterly di
rection, and running out of Indian creek is Quartz creek, 
a well-explored stream about fifty miles from the con
fluence of Indian creek and the Yukon. About six miles 
from the mouth of Quartz creek, extending in a north
erly direction to the range of hills which separates the 
delta of Indian creek from that of the Klondike, is First 
Left Hand fork; eight miles beyond is Kettleson fork. 
From the opposite side and running in an opposite direc
tion out of Quartz creek, and about fin-, miles from its 
mouth, is Phil creek. From the latest reports these 
creeks are being prospected extensively, and good finds 
have been made. 

All of these rivers and creeks contain gold, and it is be
lieved that over 500 claims will be located in Indian creek 
alone. Further south yet lies the head of ~en'ral 
branches of Stewart rin·r, on which some prospecting 
has been clone and good indications found, but the want 
of provisions prevented development. Gold has been 
found in several of the streams joining Pelly river, and 
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also all along the Hootalinqna. In the line of these finds 
farther sonth is the Cassiar gold field in British Colum
bia; so the presnmption is that in the territory ,tlong 
the ea~tcrl_,. watershed of the Yukon is a gold
bearing· belt of indefinite width, and upward of three 
hundred miles long, exclusive of the British Columbia 
part of it. On the \Ycstcrly side of the Yukon prospect
ing has been done on a creek a short distance above 
Selkirk with a fair amonnt of success, and on a large 
creek some thirty or forty miles below Selkirk fair pros
pects have been found. Bnt, as before remarked, the 
difficnlty of getting supplies here prevents any exten
sive or extended prospecting. 

The gold streak is anywhere from eight to thirty feet 
from surface and is reached by sinking a shaft from two 
to three feet wide and six feet long clown to the pay 
streak and then drifting nncler ground along the pay 
streak. Sinking this shaft and working the pay streak 
i,- made difficult from the fact that from the surface to 
the deepest depth that has yet been reached the ground 
is always frozen, and a process of firing, in order to tha,,· 
out the ground, is employed. A brush and wood fire is 
built in the bottom of the shaft, which, burning all night, 
thaws out the ground from eight to fourteen inches. The 
gravel is shoveled out during the day and the operation 
repeated until the required depth is reached. The aver
age progress in the shaft is from eight to fourteen inches 
per day. \\-hen the pay streak is reached the miners drift 
under the ground, which does not have to be snpported 
by timbers on account of its being frozen. The fire in 
tha,ving out the pay streak generates a noxious gas, 
which, after the fire has burned out, must be expelltd 
before work can be done. This is accomplished by the 
use of bellows, fans and other devices. A machine, how-
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ever, is being manufactured in Seattle that 1s expected 
to expel these gases speedily. 

The process of "placer" mining in . .\laska is about as 
follows: After clearing all the coarse granl and -;tone 
off a patch of ground, the miner lifts a little of the finer 
gravel or sane! in his pan, which is a broad, shallo~v 
dish, made of strong sheet iron or copper; he then puts 
in water enough to fill the pan, and gins a few rapid 
\Yhirls and shakes; this tends to bring the gold to the 
bottom, on account of its greater specific graYity. 

The dish is then shaken and held in such a way that 
the gravel and sand are gradually washed out, care being 
taken as the process nears completion to avoid letting 
out the finer and heaYier parts that have settled to the 
bottom. Finally all that is left in the pan is \Yhatever 
gold may have been in the dish and some black sand, 
which almost invariably accompanies it. 

This black sand is nothing but pulverized magnetic 
iron ore. Should the gold thus found be fine, the con
tents of the pan are thrown into a barrel containing water 
and a pound or t,Yo of mercury. ..\s soon as the gold 
comes in contact \Yith the mercury it combines \\·1th it 
and forms an amalgam. 

The process is continued until enough amalgam has 
been formed to pay for "roasting" or "firing... It is 
then squeezed through a buckskin bag. all the mercun· 
that comes through the bag being put back into the ba1:
rel to serve again, and what remains in the bag is placed 
in a retort, if the miner has one, or. if not, on a shovel. 
and heated until nearly all the mercury is vapo:·ized. 
The gold then remains in a lump with some mercury still 
held in combination \Yith it. · 

This is called the "pan" or "hand'' method, and is 
never, on account of its slomwss and laboriousness. con-
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tinned for any length of time \Yhen it is possible to pro
cure a '"rocker,·· or to make and \\'ork slnices. 

i\ ''rocker'' is simply a box· about three feet long and 
t\\'o wide. made in t\\·o parts, the top part being shal
lmY, \Yith a heayy sheet-iron bottom, \\·hich is punched 
full of quarter-inch holes. The other part of the Lox is 
fitted with an inclined shelf abont mid,Yay in its rlepth, 
which is six or eight inches lmYer at one end than at 
the other. Over this is placed a piece of heavy woolen 
blanket. The "·hole is then monntec\ on t\\'o rockers, 
much resembling those of an ordinary cradle, and \\'hen 
in nse they are placed on two blocks of \\·ood so that the 
1Yhole may be readily rocked. 

After the miner has selected his claim, he looks for the 
most convenient place to set up his '"rocker," which must 
be near a good supply of \\'ater. Then he proceeds to 
clear a\Yay all the stones and coarse gravel, gathering 
the finer gravel and sand in a heap near the ''rocker." 
The shallow box on top is filled with this, and with one 
hand the miner rocks it. \Yhile with the other he ladles 
in water. 

The finer matter with the gold falls through the holes 
on to the blanket, which checks its progress, and holds 
the fine particles of gold, \Yhile the sand and other matter 
pass over it to the bottom of the box, which is sloped 
so that \Yhat comes through is washed downward and 
finally out of the box. 

Across the bottom of the box are fixed thin slats, be
hind \Yhich some mercury is placed to catch any particles 
of gold \\·hich may escape the blanket. If the gold is 
nuggety, the large nuggets are fonnd in the upper box, 
their weight detaining them until all the lighter stuff 
has passed through, and the smaller ones are held by a 
deeper slat at the ottt\\'ard encl of the bottom of the 
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box. The piece of blanket is. at intervals, taken out 

and rinsed into a barrel: if the gold is fine, mercury is 

placed at the bottom of the barrel, as already mentione<l. 

Sluicing is always employed when possible. It re

quires a good supply of water, \Yith sufficient head or fall. 

The process is as follows: Planks are procured and 

formed into a box of suitable width and depth. Slat,; 

are fixed across the bottom of the box at suitable inter

vals, or shallo\\' holes bored in the bottom in such order 

that no particle could run along the bottom in a straight 

line and escape without running over a hole. 
Several of these boxes are then set up with a consider

able slope, and are fitted into one another at the ends 

like a stovepipe. A stream of water is now directed into 

the upper encl of the highest box. The gravel having 

been collected, as in the case of the rocker, it is shoveled 

into the upper box and is washed do\\'mYards by the 
strong current of water. 

The gold is detained by its \\'eight. and is held by the 

slats or in the holes mentioned. If it is fine, mercury 

is placed behind the slats or in these holes to catch it. 

In this \\·ay about three times as much dirt can be \Ya3hed 

as by the rocker, and consequently three times as much 

gold is secured in a given time. AJter the boxes are 

done with they are burned, and the ashes washed for 
the gold held in the wood. 

A great many of the miners spend their time in the 

summer prospecting and in the winter resort to a method 

lately adopted and which is called "burnitw." The1· 
b . 

make fires on the surface, thus thawing the ground until 

tl:e ~ed rock is reached, then drift and tunnel. The pay 

dirt 1s brought to the surface and heaped in a pile until 
spring, when water can be obtained. 

The sluice boxes are then set up and the dirt is washed 



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 1~ 

out, thus enabling the miner to work advantageously and 

profitably the year round. This method has been found 
very satisfactory in places where the pay streak is at any 
great depth from the surface. In this ,Yay the complaint 
is overcome which has been so commonly advanced by 
the miners and others that in the Yukon region several 
months in the year are lost in idleness. 

\\'inter usually sets in nry soon after the middle of 
September and continues until the beginning of June, 
and is decidedly cold. The mercury frequently falls to 
60 degrees below zero, but in the interior there is so 
little humidity in the atmosphere that the cold is more 
easily endured than on the coast. In the absence of ther
mometers miners, it is said, leave their mercury out all 
night. \\'hen they find it frozen in the morning they con
clude it is too cold to \\·ork. and stay at home. The tem
perature runs to great extremes in summer as well as 
in winter. It is quite a common thing for the thermome
ter to register 100 degrees in the shade. 

Gold dust passes current at $17 an ounce, though 
actually of the value of $16.50 an ounce. 

2 
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CHAPTER II. 

HOW TO GET TO THE KLONDIKE. 

0 ),lER :\1ARI5, \Yho \\·as sent into Alaska 
,... in 1896 by the CHIC.\GO RECORD, 

and who now is on his ,Yay to the Klon
dike fields, made the trip through the 
Chilkoot pass. He describes the Ya
rious routes to the Klondike as fol
lows: 

There are three principal ways of go
ing to the Klondike gold fields. One 

is an all-{vater route from Seattle hy way of the mouth of 
the Yukon. It is a fifteen clays' yoyage from Seattle to 
St. :\Iichael. One goes straight out into the Pacific to
ward Japan for 1,800 miles. Then one turns through Cni
mak pass to the Aleutian islands, and touches for a day 
at the port of Dutch Harbor. Thence one sails away to 
the north across Bering sea and past the seal islands, 800 
miles farther, to the port of St. :\Iichael. 

This is a transfer point, and the encl of the ocean 
voyage. A.t St. :-Iichael, after a wait of any,vhere from 
a day to two weeks, granting that the river is open. one 
may go aboard a flat-bottomed river steamer for another 
fifteen or t,Yenty clays' voyage up the Yukon. 

If one should arrive at St. :\Iichael as early as Aug. 
25 he would have pretty good assurance of reaching the 
mines before cold weather closed river navigation. but 
arriving later than that his chanc.es would be gooLl for 
either wintering on the desolate little island of St. :\ Ii
chael or traveling by foot and dog-sled the 1,900 miles 
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to the mines after the river had frozen into a safe high
way. 

The distance from Seattle to Dawson City by \\'ay of 
St. :dichael and the Yukon river according to the figures 
of the Alaska commercial company is 4,720 miles. as fol
lo\\'s: 

:\Iiles. 
Seattle to St. :\I ichael .......................... 3,000 
St. :\I ichael to Kutlik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
Kutlik to Andreafski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 
Andreafski to Holy Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I..J.5 
Holy Cross to Koserefsky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Koserefsk\' to AnYik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
Anvik to ~ulato .............................. 225 
::\' nlato to \' ovikakat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1-5 
\' ovikakat to Tanana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 
Tanana to Fort Yukon ........................ 450 
Fort Yukon to Circle City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 
Circle City to Fort\'-'I Ii]~, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240 
Forty-2\Tile to Da,vSon C'ity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Distance from Seattle .................. : ..... 4.722 

The other ,Yay of getting to the mines. comm1nly 
called the Juneau route, is much more direct, but it is 
broken by various methods. of transportation. The first 
stage is a four days' trip from Seattle up the coast 900 
miles to Juneau. This is the principal Alaskan port, a 
town of 5,000 inhabitants, and a nry good outfitting 
point, as prices are but little higher than at the cities 
of Puget sound. Everything that a miner needs can 
be procured there in ordinary times, although such a 
rush as is expected might exhaust the resources of the 
town. 

From Juneau there is yet another short stage by salt 
,vater-100 miles a little west of north, to the head of the 
Lynn canal, a long, narrow inlet. The landing at the 
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head of the inlet is called Dyea, and has a trading post, 
\\'here the things that one ineYitably has overlooked in 
the first outfitting may be purchased. There is als::i at 
Dyea a village of 200 or 300 Chilkoot Indians, ,vho make 
their living by packing miners' outfits over Chilkoot pass, 
a portage of from twenty to thirty-t\\'o miles, according 
to which one of the chain of small lakes one chooses to 
begin fresh-water navigation. 

The Indians haYe competition for a part of the dis
tance, at least in packing goods over this portage. Some 
\\·hite contractors have trains of pack-horses that are 
used on the first t,,·elve miles of the distance. During 
the last two seasons prices for transporting supplies from 
Dyca to Lake Bennett, \Yhich latter place is usually 
made the beginning of Yukon navigation, have varied 
from 5 cents a pound to 16 cents. In the c,-ent of there 
being I ,ooo or 2,000 men at the pass at one time, the 
present service would be inadequate, and prices for pack
ing, no doubt, would go to an extortionate figure. ~ at
urall,y, this would oblige the majority of gold-seekers to 
do their own packing. A thousand pounds of goods could 
only be considered a fair outfit for one man, and if the 
man had to carry it himself, it \\'Ould take him no ks:,; 
than a month to do it. 

The next thing, after getting safely over the p;:ss. is 
to build a boat. Four men \\'ho are handy ,,·ith tools can 
take the standing spruce, saw out lumber and build a 
boat large enough to carry them and their 4.000 po,_111ds 
of provisions all in a \\'eek. It should be a good,..staunch 
boat, for there are storms to be encountered on the lakes, 
and rapids. moreover, that \\'ould shake a frail cr;tft to 
pieces. The boat should have a sail that could be raised 
and lowered conveniently. 

\Vith boat built one starts from the head of Lake Ben-
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nett on the last stage of the trip-a sail of 600 miles 
clown stream (not counting lakes) to Dawson Cit-. at 
the mouth of the Klondike. \ \"ith fair weather, dt 'the 
evening of the second day one reaches :\liles canvun, 
the beginning uf the worst piece of water on the trip. 
The voyager has passed through Lake Bennett and 
Takish and .;\Jarsh lakes. At the head of :\ Iiles canvon 
begins three miles of indescribably rough water, 1d;ich 
terminates in \\'bite Horse rapids. 

During the rush of gold hunters it is probable there 
will be men at :\liles canyon who will make a business 
of taking boats through the rapids, and unless ouc ;~ 
an experienced ri\'er man it is economy to pay a fe,,· dol
lars for such service, rather than to take the greater 
chances of losing an outfit. 

After the rapids comes Lake LeBarge, a beautiful 
sheet of water thirty-five miles long, and in this connec
tion a suggestion is desirable. .>: car the foot of the ];;.kc, 
on the left side, is a creek corning in which marks a good 
game country. A year ago and in previous sea3ons 
moose were plentiful there, and in the rugged mountains 
nearer the head of the lake there always have been good 
hunting grounds for mountain sheep. A delay of a 1\'eek 
either in this locality or almost any of the small streams 
that flow into the succeeding 200 miles of river, for the 
purpose of laying in a good supply of fresh meat, is 
worth considering. :\loose meat that can be preserved 
until cold weather sets in will sell for a fancy price. 

The first trading post and settlement of white men 
to be encountered on the river is at Fort Selkirk, oppo
site the mouth of Pelly river. Thence it is a little more 
than a day's run down to Sixty :'d ile, and it takes Jc5s 

than a day to go from Sixty :\[ile to Dawson City. 
There is another suggestion to consider before arriv-
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ing at ~ixty :'dile. ..\11 along that part of the river are 
many timbered islands, covered \Yith tall, straight spruce. 
\\'ith such an influx of prospectors as is expected at 
Dawson City before \rinter begins building logs will be 
in great demand. Cabin logs ten inches in diameter and 
t\\enty feet long, sold at Circle Cjty last year, in the raft, 
at $3 each. \ \'ith an increased demand, and \Yith better 
mines. the prices at Da\\'sOn City may be much higher. 
Four men can h2ndle easily a raft of 500 or 6oo such 
logs. Getting them out would be a matter of unly a \veek 
or two. 

The distance from Seattle, via the Chilkoot pass route. 
according to figures made by the X orthern Pacific rail
\Yay, is as follows: 

:.liles. 
Seattle to J uncau ..................... . 
,:,_1 uneau to Dyea ..................... . 
Dvea to Lake Lindeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
:\~·ro,;s Lake Lindeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Portage, Lindeman to Lake Bennett. . . . . 1 :l: 
:\cross Lake Bennett to Cariboo Crossing. 30 
:\cross Tagish lake .................... 19 
~ix-:'dile river to :\larsh lake............ 6 
Across :\larsh lake .................... 20 

Fiftv- :. l ilc river from :\Jarsh lake to Lake 
LeBarge ............................ 50 

:\cross Lake Lel3arge .................. 31 
Thirty-:\! ilc river to Hootalinqua river ... 30 
DO\n1 Hootalinqua and Lewes riHrs to 

Fort Selkirk ........................ 187 
Fort Selkirk down the Yukon to Dawson 

City ................................ 195-
Total distance from Dwa to Dawson 

City .......•...... : ............ . 

:.liks. 
899 
96 

Distance from Seattle .................. 1 .598± 
~---

*If steamers, however, go direct to Dyea this distance 
would be shortened perhaps 20 miles. 
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\Vhat is known as the "Back Door" route to the Klon
dike, and sometimes called the Hudson Bay company's 
route, is by "ay of St. Paul to Edmonton, ?\" orthwest 
territory, on the Canadian Pacific railroad. It is said 
that prospectors will be able to enter the Klondike dis
trict much earlier in the year if they take this route. The 
Back Door route starts from St. Paul and :.\Iinneapolis 
by \\'ay of the Soo line and the Canadian Pacific, and 
is all rail as far as Edmonton. A stage line runs to Atha
basca Landing on the Athabasca riHT, forty miles a\\'ay. 
There the fortune hunter must provide himself •.vith a 
canoe and head clue north. 

The Athabasca current will carry him into Athal>asca 
lake. and finally into Great ~lave lake, whence the :.\lac
kenzie river flo,vs. From fhe mouth of the :.\Iackenzic 
the Peel rfrer must be taken south, and then by portage 
the Rocky mountain range is crossed. Just across the 
range the Ste,vart riwr opens the \\'ay to the Klondike 
route. The distance is given by the Hudson's Bay com
pany as I ,882 miles, as follows: 

.:\Iiks. 
Edmonton to Athabasca Landing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
To Fort :.\lc:.\Inrray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2..J.O 

Fort Chippewyan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 
Smith Landing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 

Fort Smith .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Fort Resolution .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 194 
Fort Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 
Fort Simpson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Fort \Vriglev .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 
Fort Xor~1a;1 .................... ·............. 184 
Fort Good Hope ....................... · ... ·.. 174 
Fort Macpherson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282 

Total ........... , .•........................ 1,882 
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It is claimed that there arC' but two portages, the first 
forty miles from Edmonton to Athabasca Landing and 
the second is a sixteen miles' trip at ~rnith Landing. 
This last portage, however, is easy to make, for the Hud
son's Bay company has built a tramway which can be 
used. There are four or fin· other portages on the route, 
according to the Canadian Pacific officials, all of which 
are a fe,v hundred yard~ in length. 

The Back Door route is the old Hudson l:av trunk 
line. ,vhich ,vas traveled by ~ir John Franklin in r8~5. 
and almost constantly used hy the Indians and trappers 
enT since. It is clown grade all the \\'ay. The H nelson's 
Bay company has small freight steamers plying whc,ner 
the \\'atcr i~ of any depth. It i~ said that able-bo 1licd 
men can make the trip from Edmonton to Fort :.\ I ac
;,herson in fifty to sixty clays. If they reach the mouth 
of the :.\Iackenzie and find the Peel river frozen over they 
have the option of <log trains, and it is claimed that the 
use of the pack train cuts the difficulties of the Alaskan 
route in half. A .. H. Heming of :.\Iontreal, who accom
panied Casper \\'hitney, when \Yhitney made his ex
plorations in the Barren lands, is authority for this state
ment: 

"A. party of three men ,vith a canoe should reach Fort 
:.\Iacpherson easqy in from fifty to sixty days, provided 
they are able-bodied young fellows with experience in that 
sort of travel. They will need to take canoes from here, 
unless they propose to hire Indians ,,·ith large birch Lark 
canoes to carrv them. Birch bark canoes can be secured 
of any size up to the big ones manned by ten Indians 
that carry three tons. l3ut birch barks are not reliable 
unless Indians are taken along to doctor them and keep 
them from getting water-logged. The Hudson's Bay com-
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pany will also contract to take freight northward on 
their steamers until the close of navigation." 

The rush through Chilkoot pass this year has con
gested that ''thoroughfare" and has caused many people 
to look around for other ways for getting through the 
mountain ranges into the country where the head waters 
of the Yukon can be reached. The first regularly organ
ized prospecting expedition which started for the Yukon 
in 1880 went through Chilkoot pass, and since then it 
has been looked upon as the only available one. The 
people of Juneau have been nry partial to the Chilkoot 
pass, because all persons going by that route must pa,;,; 
through their city both going and coming. This perhaps 
has had something to do with the importance which Chil
koot pass has attained as a gateway to the Yukon coun
try. X m,·. ho\\'ever, that the rush for the gold fields is 
on, \\'ith a prospect of a jam at Chilkoot pass next spring, 
the necessity has arisen for the investigation of other 
ways of breaking through the barrier of mountains. 

One of the ways recommended is known as the Takou 
route. The entrance to this inlet is ten or twelve miles 
south of Juneau, and is navigable for. the largest ocean 
vessel a distance of eighteen miles to the mouth of the 
Takou riHT. This river is navigable by canoe at all 
stages of the water for a distance of fifty-three miles to 
Xakinah river. where land travel has to begin. A. dis
tance of seventy miles must be traversed before Lake 
Teslin-one of the chain of lakes which form the head 
waters of the Yukon-is reached. From here the Yukon 
can be reached by boat with comparative ease. The total 
distance from Juneau to Lake Teslin is r 50 miles. 

The Yukon river is not navigable for steamers of light 
draught, except during freshets, which last about a month 
and usually occur in June. Indians say the river is open 
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from :\fay to the middle of September for canoes carn·
ing from t\\'o to four tons of freight. The wind duri1~g 
the summer is from the south\\'est and sails are used on 
the canoe, \Yhich greatly assists in working up against 
a four-mile current. At the encl of the fourth dav the 
mouth of the Xakinah river is reached. From h;re to 
Lake Teslin the journey must be made on foot. The 
course is up this stream until Katune creek is reached, 
four or five miles. Then the course is in a northeast direc
tion over a lo\\' range of mountains, forming a beautiful 
and undul~ting country. According to the Indians. the 
snow in \\'inter only falls here to a depth of frorn 18 to 2-1-
inches. The vegetation in summer is luxuriant and 
thousands of head of stock could subsist. The C<H111tn· 

all the \l'ay from the inlet abounds with game, such as 
carihoo. deer, ground-hog, grouse, etc. The ri\'cr~ arnl 
small lakes are aliYC ,vith fish. Several varieties of ber
ries \\'ere also found in great quantities. 

On both sides of the Takou river up to the X akinah 
the country is quite ]eye]. being bottom land, and with 
little expense a good wagon road, or, for that matter. a 
railroad, could be constructed. From X akinah river un
til Teslin lake is reached there is no place over which a 
horse \\'ith a 200-lb, pack could not travel. The country 
traversed is generally dry. :\ few swamps are encoun
tered, but no difficulty is found in getting around them. 
\ \'itb a wagon road or even a trail the head of canoe naYi
gation on the Takou to Lake Teslin, according to In
dians, the thousands of people \\'ho are on their way to 
the Klondike could reach their destination without any 
delays or stoppages, and could take along almost any 
kind of an outfit. The steamers running north would call 
in at Takou inlet where a fleet of large canoes would take 
passengers to the head of navigation., and from there by 
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trail to Lake Teslin and thence dmrn the Yukon. This 
rout<: would require not over twenty days' time to reach 
Klondike after leaving Puget sound. 

Distances from Seattle to Da\\'son City over the Takou 
route approximate: 

.\liles. 
Seattle to Juneau ............................. 899 
Juneau to Takou inlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Takm1 inlet to mouth of Takou river. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Takou river to .\' akinah river. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 
.\'akinah river to Lake Teslin (overland).......... 70 
Teslin lake to Daw~on City, through Teslin lake, 

Hootalinqua ri\·er, Le\\·es river and Yukon river. 598 

Juneau to Dawson City ..................... 1,650 

Another route recommended is by ,Yay of the Stikeen 
river, Telegraph creek and Lake Teslin to the Yukon. 
The Canadian government has decided to make a large 
grant for opening up an all-Canadian route to the Yukon 
hy the Stikeen river, Telegraph creek and Lake Teslin. 
The trail has already been cut through from Telegraph 
creek to Lake Teslin, a distance of 150 miles. A. E. 
:\ I ills, one of the party who worked on the trail, says, 
with the money proposed to he spent by the government 
this "·ill be the best and easiest route to the Y nkon, and 
the one that will be generally used next spring. The 
practicability of this route is best explained by :\Ir. :\Iills' 
account of the party's trip from \\'range! to Lake Teslin. 
He says: 

"\\'e left Fort \\'range! on :\lay 17, and after a pleas
ant nm up the ~tikeen river 140 miles on a steamer we 
reached Telegraph creek. On the 23d of :\lay we left 
to commence operations by following up Dease lake 
trail to Tahltan bridge, and then turning to the left up 
Tahltan river on the old Hudson Bay trail to a place 

::s 
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called Jimtown, where we camped. From this point \\"e 
proposed to run over the JcycJ highland, thereby mak
ing a more direct route to the lake, but found that route 
woulcl be impracticable on account of the snow, a large 
quantity being on the ground at the time, so that route 
11·as abandoned, and then it was decided to cut a new 
trail from Telegraph creek straight across on the left of 
Tahltan riwr. crossing the \\"est fork about fifteen miles 
from Telegraph and five miles farther on connecting with 
the old Hudson Bay trail, making a saving of about twen
ty miles between the points mentioned. 

"The old trail \\"as cleared of all obstructions and fol
lowed to the old Hudson bay post, \\·here some log build
ings still stand. It is here that the only hill of any ac
count was encountered, that being about three miles of 
heavy grade. ~myeyer. I am sure this can be remedied 
by cutting a new trail around the hill, following the 
creek. The country in general is nry open, and what 
timber there is is \'ery small and scrubby. A good deal 
of swamp land is found and it is yery mossy in places, 
hut with some corduroy and ditching or draining a fine 
trail would be the result, and I believe it would be the 
best route to the Yukon. The trail nms through a val
ley from five to twenty miles wide, which is very level 
,1·ith the exception of the hill mentioned and a few 
gulches, on which \\·e made good grades and got over 
easih·. 

"About thirty miles this side of Lake Teslin we reached 
the summit. where waters run north. I may say the head
waters of the Yukon commence from this poin.t. :\ great 
number of lakes were found. The last fifteen miles was 
as good bottom as any found on the trail. Here we 
found a large river running into the lake, which I sup
pose is formed by the lakes mentioned and the surround-
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ing watershed. The· lake was reached and we were \\'ithin 
eight or ten clays of Klondike, \\'ith smooth \\'ater and no 
portages. 

"\Yhen the government grant is expended on the trail 
the trip could be made in twelve or fifteen days with a 
pack train from Tele::;-raph creek, at per pound, say, 12 
cents, and could leave by the middle of \fay in ordinary 
seasons and by the time the destination would be reached 
the ice would be out of the lakes. One very important 
feature of the trail is that abundant grass is to be found 
all the \Y_ay ." 

Approximate distances from Seattle to Dawson City 
over the Stikeen route: 

:.\liles. 
Seattle to Fort \\.range! ....................... 750 
From Fort \\'range! up Stikeen river to Telegraph 

creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ r 50 
Telegraph creek to Teslin lake (overland) ......... I 50 
Teslin lake to Dawson City, through Teslin lake, 

Hootalinqua river, Lewes riv a and Y nkon riwr. 598 

Total distance from Seattle to Da\\'son City .... 1,648 

One party of gold seekers followed the Stikeen route. 
A member of the party, Albert D. Gray, of Grand Rapids, 
l\Iich., describes the route fully. As the Stikeen route is 
to be developed and improved by the Canadian govern
ment, :. [r. Gray's detailed description is of considerable 
value. He said: 

"From Seattle ,,·e ,vent to Fort \\'range!, 140 miles 
this side of Juneau, and there \\'e took the I 50-ton steamer 
Alaskan, which plies on the Stikeen river. The Stikeen 
river is very broad at some points and at others where 
it runs through canyons it narrows down to JOO feet or 
so, just room enough for the steamer to pass between 
the steep, rocky walls. Rapids were numerous, and £re-
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quently the crew would have to go ashore and 'line' the 
steamer through a narrow rapid, where the \\·ater ran 
so swiftly that it made us dizzy: when nearing a bit of 
water of this kind the propeller was never used. After 
shutting clown the machinery. lines would be attached 
to a steam capstan on the deck of the steamer, The ends 
of these lines then were macle fast to trees on either side 
of the river, and by means of the steam capstan the boat 
was warped along cautiously until open \vater \Yas 

reached. 
"The weather was not so cold as we looked for, just 

bracing: the trail along the Stike en follows the left bank 
of the river almost to the confluence of the Iskoot river, 
\Yhere it crosses the Stikeen, following the left bank of the 
Iskoot to Telegraph creek. At that point the trail trends 
to the west and north as far as the Tahlian rinr, following 
that course over a great flat plateau until the foot of Tes
lin, or Allen's, lake is reached. Telegraph creek i,;, as 
far as the Stikeen river, navigable. 

"There were three others besides Chappell and myself 
in the party which reached Telegraph creek on the A.la~
kan. At the creek six white men and two Stick Indians 
joined our party. \\' e hired the Indians to act as guides 
as far as the Cassiar gold diggings near Diese lake, ,;ey
enty-t,rn miles to the north of Telegraph creek. \\'e 
started for Diese lake afoot, packing our provisions and 
supplies, of which \\·e had an abundance, on thirteen 
horses. On this journey we made about ;;;ix miles enrY 
twenty-four hours, going into camp whenever \Ye feit 
like it. 

"At the Cassiar diggings we found a few Chinamen 
working placers, but they made only a bare living, so 
our party after looking over the ground decided not to 
stay there. \\' e concluded to push on for Lake Teslin, 
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which is about qo miles to the north of Cassiar. Previous 
to that time some \\'bite men had been as far on that 
route as the Koukitcl1ie lakes, scycnty-five miles beyond 
Telegraph creek. but \\'e blazed the trail from that point 
on to Lake Teslin and through to the Yukon river. It 
is probable that we made some deviations from what 
is now the kno\\'n route. The tramp to Lake Teslin was 
not so Yery difficult, considering that ,,·e \\·ere in a coun
try never before trodden hy the foot of a civilized man. 
\\·e had some trouble ,Yith rivers and creeks, and had 
to cut down trees and lay bridges across Xahlin riYer and 
Beebe creek. It is a comparatively safe and easy jour
ney, nevertheless. 

"On the 19th clay of Jnl.'· \\·e reached Lake Teslin. It 
is one of the most beautiful bodies of waters on the :\.mer
ican continent. Its dimensions are about 130 miles long 
by an average of three and one-half miles wide. \\'hen 
we were there the ground was free of sno\\· and vegeta
tion \\'as abundant. \ \' e remained in the vicinity of Lake 
Teslin some t\\'O or three weeks, when Chappell and I 
decided to leave the other.s and try to find our \Yay to 
the Yukon river. Before setting out \\·c prospected up 
the Xisulatine river, but found no gold. "Cpon leaving 
the lake my friend and I followed the Hootalinqua or 
Teslin riYer, a fine stream about 120 miles in length, 
toward the Klondike country. It flows into the Yukon 
just above the Klondike district, where it and Thirty
}Iile or Lewes river join in practically forming the Yu
kon. Here all the trails into that country meet together 
in a great canyon in Seminow hills. Thirty-}Iile river 
drains the lakes about Dyea pass. 

"After leaving the mouth of the Hootalinqua we fol
lowed the Yukon slowly into Dawson City, ,Yhich we 
reached on the 12th of October." 
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CHAPTER HI. 

THE GOLD SEEKER'S OUTFIT. 

N 
EXT to a supply of ready cash a man who 

has designs upon the placer mines of 
the Klondike region \\·ill need at least 
one year's supply of food, clothing and 
working materials. This is the advice 
which is given by all \\'ho have returned 

,
11
,,,,.~ from the scene of the great gold strikes. 

;,,. The miners and prospectors who have 
been to Ala,;ka insist that no man 

5hould think of going to that country for the purpose of 
prospecting for gold without at least one year's supply 
of provisions and \\'ith a cash capital of at least $jOO to 
$1,000. 

:\!any of those who rushed for the Klo:1dike this year 
failed to take this advice, and as a consequence largt' 
numbers were turned back by _the X ortlrn·estern mounted 
police at the ,·cry gateway. Hundreds of li~ts of "essen
tials" have been made up by men who are experienced 
Alaska prospectors and miners. :\n analysis of t\Yenty 
so-called practical lists indicates that the list makers had 
largely consulted their indiYiclual preferences as to the 
quantity and quality of certain kinds of rough and ready 
"delicacies." 

This analysis sho\\'s that the man who has lived in 
Alaska among the gold-bearing creeks for any\\'here 
from one to ten years figures that an adequate supply 
of food per day per man varies from four and a half to 
five and a half pounds. Thi~ ,rnuld bring the actual 
food supply for one year for each person to iul;y 1,6oo 
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pounds. Highly carbonaceous food should predomi
nate; stimulants of alcoholic character should be avoided. 

One pound of tea is equal to seven pounds of coffee 
for drinking purposes: three-quarters of 2.n ounce of 
saccharin (this concentrated sweet can be obtained from 
druggists) is equal to t,venty-fin pounds of sugar, so 
that three ounces of saccharin is equal to 100 pounds of 
sugar. Citric acid is a remedy for scurvy. 

''Jack Carr," the famous Yukon mail carrier, has given 
a list for an outfit ,,·hich, he says. will last one man one 
year in the Klondike district. This list follows: 

Flour, pounds .................................. 400 
Cornmeal, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Rollecl oats, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Rice, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Beans, pounds ................................. 100 

Candles, pounds .............................. ·~· 40 
Sugar, granulated, pounds ....................... 100 

Baking powder, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Bacon, pounds .................................. 200 
Socia, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Yeast cakes (6 in package) packages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Salt, pounds .................................... 15 
Pepper, pounds ................................ . 
:\ r ustard, pounds .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Ginger, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
Apples, evaporated, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Peaches, evaporated, pounds ..................... 25 
Apricots, evaporated, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Fish, pounds ................................. - . 25 
Pitted plums, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 

Raisins, pounds ............................ ·. . . . . IO 

Onions, evaporated, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Potatoes, evaporated, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Coffee, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Tea, pounds ......................... - - ... · - · · · .1 

:\[ilk, condensed, dozen ................... - . - .. .. 4 
Soap, laundry, bars .............. - . - -· · · · · · · · · · · · 5 
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:\ I ate hes, package~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Soup vegetables, pounds ......................... 15 
Butter, sealed, cans ........................... , . · 25 
Tobacco, at discretion .......................... . 
Stove, steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Gold pan .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . I 

Granite buckets, I nest of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Cups .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Plates (tin) .................................... . 
Knives and forks. each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Spoons-tea, I ; table . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Whetstones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Coffee pot .................................. . 
Pick and handle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Saw, hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Saw. \Yhip .......................... :. . . . . . . . . . I 

Hatchet .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

ShoYcls. i spring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

~ ails, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Files ................................... · · · ·, · · 3 
Drawknife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Ax and handle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Chisels, 3 sizes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Butcher knife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Hammer............. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Con1pass .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Jack plane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Square . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Yukon sleigh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Lash rope, t-inch. feet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Rope, 1-inch, feet ............................... 15n 
Pitch, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I_; 
Oakum, pounds .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Frying pans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

\\'oolen clothes. 
Boots and shoes. 
Snow-glasses. 
If one is not going to build a boat, the oakum, pitch 

and tools can be dispensed with. In summer a sled is 
not necessary. Those going on a steamer by way of 
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St. :.\Iichael are recommended to take plenty of deli
cacies, costing little, but greatly appreciated. Above all, 
the caution is given, ''take plenty." 

The X orthern Pacific railroad company has made up 
a list of supplies necessary for one man for one year for 
the Klondike mining outfit and the cost of the same at 
Seattle and Tacoma. The passenger officials of the road 
say that this list can be relied upon as containing every
thing that is needed: 
Bacon. pounds ................................. I 50 
Flour, pounds ................................. 400 
Rolled oats, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . 25 
Beans, pounds ................................. 125 
Tea, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro 
Coffee, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 

Sugar, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Dried potatoes, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Dried onions, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Salt, pounds ................................... 15 
Pepper, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Dried fruits, pounds ............................ 75 
Baking powder, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Soda, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Evaporated vinegar, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -1 
Compressed sott'p, ounces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Soap, cakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
:\fustarcl, cans ................................ . 
:.latches (for four men), tin;; .................... . 

Stove for four men. 
Gold pan for each. 
Set granite buckets. 
Large bucket. 
Knife, fork, spoon, cup and plate. 
Frying pan. 
Coffee and tea pot. 
Scythe stone. 
Two picks and one shovel. 
One \Yhipsaw. 
Pack strap. 
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T,rn axes for four men and one extra handle. 
Six 8-inch files and two taper files for party. 
Drawing knife, brace and bits, jack plane and hammer, 

for party. 
200 feet three-eighths-inch rope. 
8 pounds of pitch and five pounds of oakum for four 

men. 
Nails, five pounds each of 6, 8, IO and 12-penny, for 

four men. 
Tent, rox12 feet, for four. 
Canvas for wrapping. 
Two oil blankets to each boat. 
5 yards mosquito netting for each man. 
3 suits heavy underwear. 
I hcavv mackinaw coat. 
2 pairs heavy mackinaw trousers. 
I heavy rubber-lined coat. 
I dozen heavy wool socks. 
i dozen heavy wool mittens. 
2 heavy overshirts. 
2 pairs heavy snagproof rubber boots. 
2 pairs shoes. 
4 pairs blankets (for two men). 
4 towels. 
2 pairs overalls. 
I suit oil clothing. 
Besides these things each man procure~ a small assort

ment of medicines, and each is provided with several 
changes of summer clothing. 

The foregoing outfit costs in round figures as follows: 
Groceries . . . . . . . . . . . ...... S 40.00 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... $ r 40.00 

The outfits purchased in Seattle hy t,vcnty experienced 
miners on their way to the Klondike are regarded as 
models by miners and prospectors who have returned 
from that region. The twenty men first divided them-
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selves into five partie;; of four men each, intending to 
have a boat for each party as well as a tent, ancl various 
smaller articles. The main items of their outfits are as 
follows, the item;;, when not other\\"ise mentioned, being 
for one man: 
Bacon, pounds ................................. r ;;o 
Flour, pounds ................................. 2 ;;o 
Rolled oats, pounds ............................ 25 
Beans, pounds ................................. roo 
Tea, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro 
Coffee, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 
Sugar. pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Dried potatoes, pounds ................... · ...... 25 
Dried onions, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Salt, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 
Pepper, pounds ............................... . 
Dried fruits, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i :i 
Baking powder, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..J. 
Soda, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Evaporated vinegar, pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . } 
Compressed soup, ounces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r 2 
Soap, cakes ............................. · . . . . . . 9 
:il ustard, cans ................................ . 
l\Iatches (for four men l. tins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r 
Rice, pounds ........................... · . · · · ·. 40 

Stove for four men. 
Gold pan for each. 
Set granite buckets. 
Large bucket. 
Knife, fork, spoon, cup and plate. 
Frying pan. 
Coffee and tea pot. 
Scvthe stone. 
T\\·o picks and one shovel. 
One whipsa\v. 
Pack strap. 
Two axes for four men and one extra handle. 
Six 8-inch files and t\\"o taper files for party. 
Drawing knife, brace and bits, jack plane and hammer, 

for party. 
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200 feet 3-8-inch rope. 
8 pounds of pitch and five pounds of oakum for four 

men. 
?\ ails, five pounds each of 6, 8, IO and 12-penny, for 

four men. 
Shoemaker's thread. 
Shoemaker's a\\'I. 
Gum for patching gum boots. 
Tent, 10x12 feet, for four. 
Canvas for wrapping. 
T\\·o oil blankets to each boat. 
5 yards mosquito netting for each man. 
3 suits heavy underwear. 
I heavy mackinaw coat. 
2 pairs heavy mackinaw trousers. 
-! dozen hea\'\' wool socks. 
! dozen heavy \\'OOl mittens. 
2 heavy overshirts. 
2 pairs heayy snagproof mbber boots. 
2 pairs shoes. 
3 pairs blankets (for two men). 
4 towels. 
2 pairs overalls. 
1 suit oil clothing. 
2 rubber blankets. 
Besides these things each man procures a small as

sortment of medicines, and each is provided ,,ith several 
changes of summer clothing. 

Here is a list of medicines for four men: 
25c \\'Orth cascara sagrada bark. 
I bottle good \\'hisk,. 
3 boxes carbolic salve. 
I bottle arnica. 

The above outfit cost in round figures as follows: 
Groceries . . . . . . . . . ......... $ 40.00 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... $140.00 
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Fare to Dyea and incidentals brought the expense of 
these twenty prospectors up to about $175 each. They 
believe that they are very well supplied for a year's stay 
in the land of the midnight sun. 

It \\·ill be noticed that the lists made up by the twenty 
miners and the list of the X urt hern Pacific railroad are 
identical in many respects, indicating that the miners 
based their estimates upon the estimate made by the rail
road company. The miners made up their lists, however, 
after numerous consultations with returned miners in 
Seattle, and, as a result, made up a lighter pack. 

A Seattle outfitting house, which has been in the busi
ness for a number of years. made out the following 
"standard" list of clothing, which the proprietor of the 
establishment said ,vould weigh qo pounds, and would 
be necessary, if the miner wanted to be really comfortable 
in the Klondike regions: 

Seattle 
price. 

Four suits wool underclothes ....... $20.00 

Two heavy S\\·eaters .............. , ro.oo 
Two "mackinaws" or Havre shirt,;. . . . 20.00 

Four pairs caribou mittens. . . . . . . . . . 8.oo 
Two fur caps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro.oo 
Two fur robes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.00 

Three pairs blankets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 

Three pairs overalls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 

Four pairs moccasins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 5.00 

One cape, \\·ith hood, "parkie". . . . . . . I 5.00 

Four heavv wool shirts . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 

Three pair·s rubber boots............ 15.00 

Twelve pairs wool stockings. . . . . . . . 30.00 

Totals ......................... $276.00 

F ortv :\ I ile 
pnce. 

$80.00 

30.00 
60.00 

20.00 

20.00 

200.00 

100.00 

25.00 

20.00 

30.00 

45.00 

75.00 
I00.00 

$805.00 

This outfitting establishment has adopted the following 
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list of supplies suitable for ;.;ix months for one man on 
the Klondike: 

\\'eight 
Outfit. (lbs.) 

Beans ................ 100 

Baking pmnlcr . . . . . . . . . IO 

Bacon ................ JOO 

Butter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Coffee ................ 2:; 
Flour ............... ,-J.Oz) 

Fruit ( dried) ........... JOO 

Lard ................. -J.O 

:\latches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 
:\[ilk (conclen;.;ed) ....... 25 
Pepper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Potatoes ( clriecl) ........ JOO 

Rice ................. 20 

~alt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 

Stove and utensils ...... I IO 

Pick, shovel, ax. hatchet. 
etc ................ 20 

Tea .................. 25 

Totals .. .. .. .. . .. .. I, 1-J.3 

Cost 111 

Seattle. 
$2.50 

5.00 

15.00 

15.00 

7.50 
I I.00 

5.00 

-J..00 
6.oo 
5.00 

.75 
5.00 
I.00 

I.00 

90.00 

15.00 
8.oo 

Cost at 
Fort,· :\lile. 

$rn.oo 
20.00 

55.00 
6o.oo 
35.00 

75.00 
40.00 

25.00 

15.00 

50.00 

5.00 
30.00 
I0.00 

5.00 

400.00 

12_:;.oo 
40.00 

$1,000.00 

The lists of supplies are intended as a guide for those 
\\'ho desire to make the trip to the Klondike overland, 
that is. through one of the several passes "·hich will lead 
to the Le,Yes and Yukon river routes. The steamboats 
that run up the Yukon river to St. :\[ichael are operated 
by companies who have store houses in Circle City. Fort 
Cudahy, Forty :\file. Dawson City and other points. 
These transportation and trading companies ·will not 
carry the "grub'' supply for their passengers, so that pros
pectors who take the Yukon river route will not be able 
to purchase their food supply before they start. 

\Yhile it is probable that gold seekers will be able to 
save some money by purchasing their supplies at home if 
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they are east of the Rocky mountains, it ,,·ill be the better 
policy to purchase supplies in San Francisco, Seattle, 
Portland, \'ictoria or from whatever port the start is 
made. In those cities everything that \\·ill be required 
can be obtained, and the outfitting establishments and 
stores will pack the goods in a way \\'hich experience has 

proved to be the best. 
Omer :.\Iaris, of the CHICAGO RECORD, \\'ho has 

made the trip overland and also down the Yukon, sent 
the follO\ring suggestion regarding boats from Seattle 
just before he sailed for Dyea :'\.ug. 2, for the benefit of 
those who intend to go overland: 

"The greatest demand for any particular thing is for 
boats. People, to save time in getting down the riYer, 
should take their boats with them. .-\. half dozen 
carpenters or planing-mill establishments have caught 
the idea and are working night and day turning out 
knockdown boats. One that will carry a ton costs about 
$18 and weighs about 200 pounds. It is taken apart 
with no pieces more than six or ,-eyen feet long and 
packed for shipping. The demand is so good for these 
boats that the builders are several days behind with their 
orders. The principal objection to them is that the In
dians and packers dislike to contract to carry them oyer 
the mountains on account of their a,Ybrard shape. One 
builder has no\\· ,rorked out a model for a galYanized iron 
boat that can he carried in sections fitting together like 
a "nest" of custard dishes and can be put together with 
small bolts. .-\s a suggestion to those coming from the 
east, I wo\1ld say that a cam·as folding boat that will carry 
two tons and is constrncted on g;ood lines ,roulcl be Yery 
available for the Yukon. .-\ keel. mast and some addi
tional bracing could be added after reaching the interior." 

One of the miners who returned from the Yukon dis-
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trict after five years in that country had this word of advice 
to give to tenderfeet: 

''\ · ery rarely is sufficient importance attached to the 
medical chest, \Yhich should have a place in every pros
pector's pack. In case of emergency, drugs and ap
pliances for the relief of pain are invaluable. A supply 
of citric acid should be carried for the relief of scurvy. 
The astringent property of the lime or lemon is due to 
this acid. :-\ few drops mixed \\ it h \Yater and sugar 
makes excellent lemonade. The clrng store can furnish 
saccharin tablets in place of sugar: three-quarters of an 
ounce of this concentrated s,Ycet is equal to twcnty-fi\'c 
pounds of sugar. It will he easily seen what a saving 
this would effect. .\n hundred pounds of sugar at 51 
cents per pound ,rnuld be $5.50. Acid to this 22 cents 
per pound for packing over the summit at Dyea, and the 
total cost is $27.50, besides the room it \Yot1lcl take. Sac
charin costs but $r.50 an ounce, ancl the three ounces, 
equal to mo pounds of sugar. would cost but $4.50, the 
cost of packing being nomiml for such small bulk. 

"Some preparation for t)1t: reception of the myriads of 
mosquitoes is also necessary. 

"The following art:...::es would each be found of use, to 
be purchased in quantities according to the judgment of 
the individual: Liniment for sprains and cold on the 
lungs, tincture of iron to enrich the blood, extract of J a
maica ginger, laudanum, vaseline, carbolic ointment, 
salts, cough tablets, mustard ancl adhesive plasters, sur
geon's lint. bandages, liver pills, powder for bleeding, ab
sorbent cotton, surgeon's sponge, needles and silk, qui
nine capsules and toothache drops." 

All supplies are subject to a tariff tax hy the Canadian 
government, and if this policy is continued, gold seekers 

4 
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must be prepared to pay the Canadian customs officials 
an entry tax as follows: 

Shovels and spades, picks, etc., 25 per cent. 
Horses, 20 per cent. 
Axes, hatchets and adzes. 25 per cent. 
Baking powder, 6 cents per pound. 
Bed comforters, 321; per cent. 
Blankets, 5 cents per pound and 25 per cent. 
Boats and ships' sails, 25 per cent. 
Rubber boots, 25 per cent. 
Boots and shoes, 25 per cent. 
Breadstuffs, viz., grain, flour and meal of all kinds, :?O 

per cent. 
Butter, 4 cents per pound. 
Candles, 28 per cent. 
Cartridges and amnrnhition, 30 per cent. 
Cheese. 3 cents per pound. 
Cigars and cigarettes. S2 per pound and 26 per cent. 
Clothing-Socks. IO cents per dozen pairs and 35 per 

cent. 
Knitted goods of eycry description. 35 per cent. 
Ready-made goods. partially of wool, 30 per cent. 
\,Vaterproof clothing, 35 per cent. 
Coffee, condensed, 30 per cent: roasted, 2 cents per 

pound and IO per cent: substitutes, 2 cents per pound; 
extracts, 3 cents per pound. 

Condensed milk, 3 cents per pound. 
Cotton knitted goods, 35 per cent. 
Crowbars, 35 per cent. 
Cutlery. 35 per cent. 
Dogs, 20 per cent. 
Drugs, 20 per cent. 
Duck, irorn 20 to 30 per cent. 
Earthenware, 30 per cent. 
Edge tools, 35 per cent. 
Fire arms, 20 per cent. 
Fishhooks and linL'S. 25 per cent. 
Flour, wheat, 75 crnts per li.irrel; rye, 50 cents per 

barrel. 
Fruits, dried, 25 per cent. 
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Fruits, prunes, rai:;in,;, currants, r cent per pound. 
Fruits, jellies, jams. preserns, 3 cents per pound. 
Fur caps, muffs, capes, coats, 25 per cent. 
Furniture, 30 per cent. 
Galvanized iron or tinware, 30 per cent. 
Guns, 20 per cent. 
Hardware, 32! per cent. 
Harness and saddlery, 30 per cent. 
Jerseys, knitted, 35 per cent. 
Lard, 2 cents per pound. 
Linen clothing, 321 per cent. 
'l\Iaps and charts, 20 per cent. 
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Meats, canned, 25 per ce~1t: m barrel, 2 cents per 
pound. 

Oatmeal, 20 per cent. 
Oiled cloth, 30 per cent. 
Pipes, 35 per cent. 
Pork, in barrel, 2 cents a pound. 
Potatoes, 15 cents a bushel. 
Potted meats, 25 per cent. 
Powder, mining and blasting. 2 cents a pound. 
Rice, I I -4 cents a pound. 
Sacks or bags, 20 per cent. 
Sa \\'mills, portable, 30 per cent. 
Sugar, 64-100 cents a pound. 
Surgical instruments, I 5 per cent. 
Tents, 321 per cent. 
Tobacco, 42 cents per pound and r2f per cent. 
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CHAPTER I\'. 

THE YUKON AND ITS BRANCHES. 

_ R EFORE \\'illiam Ogilvie, the famous 

~,· ,J:::..J explorer and the Dominion land sur-
. ;=:- . yeyor of the Department of the In-
, _,1/ i , te;ior of the Canadian government, 
·, , surveyed the entire distance from 

,.:: ·=:J,.~ Dyea to the crossing of the interna-
,· ~r tional boundary line and the Yukon 

river. the information respecting the 
Yukon district was derived from hearsay and unreliable 
sources. ..\1 r. OgilYie is regarded as the best informed 
man in the world in regard to this district, which has 
become famous the world owr since gold was struck on 
the Klondike. He has embodied a fund of information 
of the utmost value to prospectors in his report, which 
is just off the presses of the government printing bureau 
at Otta,Ya, Ontario. 

His sun·eys of the Yukon and i.ts tributaries were 
made for the purpose of giving to the Canadian govern
ment the information needed for taking up the question 
of improving the navigability of those rinTs. A.s gold 
has been found in almost all of the creeks, streams and 
rivers named by ..\Ir. OgilYic in his Yaluable report. it is 
reprinted in these pages for the purpose of g·iying miners 
and prospectors authentic information deriYed from an 
official source. It is as follows: 

"For the purpose of navigation a description of the 
Lewes river begins at the head of Lake Bennett. Abo\'e 
that point, and between it and Lake Lindeman, there 
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ts only about three-quarters of a mile of river, \\'hich 
is not more than fifty or sixty yards \\'ide, and t,Yo or 
three feet deep, and it is so swift and rough that naviga
tion is out of the question. 

"Lake Lindeman is about five miles long and a half 
mile wide. It is deep enough for all ordinary purposes. 
Lake Bennett is tm:nty-six and a quarter miles long, for 
the upper fourteen of ,,·hich it is about half a mile ,Yide. 
About mid\\'ay in its length an arm comes in from the 
\\·est. which SclnYatka appears to have mistaken for a 
river, and named \ \"heaton river. This arm is wider than 
the other arm down to that point, and is reported by In
dians to be longer and heading in a glacier \\·hich lies 
in the pass at the head of Chilkoot inlet. This arm is, 
as far as is seen, surrounded by high mountains, ap
parently much higher than those on the arm we traYC!ed 
down. Below the junction of the two arms the lake is 
about one and a half miles ,Yide, \\·ith deep \Yater. Above 
the forks the \\·ater of the east branch is muddy. This is 
caused by the streams from the numerous glaciers on 
the head of the tributaries of Lake Lindeman. 

"A stream \\ hich flows into Lake Bennett at the south
west corner is also very dirty, and has shoaled quite a 
large portion of the lake at its mouth. The beach at 
the lower end of this lake is comparatively flat and the 
water shoal. A deep, wide valley extends northwards 
from the north end of the lake, apparently reaching to 
the canyon, or a short distance above it. This may have 
been originally a course for the waters of the river. The 
bottom of the yaJky is ,Yicle and sandy, and covered with 
scrubby timber, principally poplar and pitch pine. The 
waters of the lake empty at the extreme northeast angle 
through a channel not more than roo yards ,Yide. \Yhich 
soon expands into what Schwatka called Lake ~ ares 



58 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

(the connecting \l"aters between Lake Bennett and Tagish 
lake constitute \Yhat is 110\\. called Caribou crossing). 
Through this narro\\. channel there is quite a current, 
and more than seven feet of \Yater, as a six-foot paddle 
and a foot of arm added to its length did not reach the 
bottom. 

"The hills at the upper end of Lake Lindeman rise 
abruptly from the \Yater's edge. A.t the lo\\'er end they 
are neither so steep nor so high. Lake Xares is only 
t\\O and a half miles long, and its greatest \Yidth is about 
a mile; it is not deep. but is navigable for boats dra\\'ing 
five or six feet of water; it is separated from Lake Ben
nett hy a shallmY, sandy point of not more than 200 yards 
in length. :( o :-!ream,; of any consequence empty into 
either of these lakes. s\ small riYer flows into Lake Ben
nett oi1 the we,;t side, a short distance north of the fork, 
and another at the extreme nortlrn·est angle, but neither 
of them i:- of any consequence in a naYiga hie sense. 

"Lake .\' arcs flows through a narrow cun·ed channel 
into Bove lake (_Sc hwatka). This channel is not more 
than 600 or 700 yards long. and the \Yater in it appears 
to be sufficiently deep for boats that could na\·igate the 
lake. The land between the lakes along this channel i:
low, swampy and cowred \\'ith \\·illm,·:-, and at the stage 
in which I sa\\. it, did not rise more than three feet aboye 
the \Yater. The hills on the southwest side slope up 
easily, and are not high: on the north side the deep 
valley already referred to borders it; and on the east 
side the mountains rise abruptly from the lake shore. 

"Hm·e lake (called Tagish lake by Dr. Dawson) is 
about a mile wide for the first two miles of its length, 
when it is joined by \Yhat the miners have called \\'indv 
arm. One of the Tagish Indians informed me the~· 
called it Takone lake. Here the lake expands to a widti1 
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of about two miles for a distance of some three miles, 
when it suddenly narro\\'s to about half a mile for a dis
tance of a little over a mile, after \\'hich it \\'idens again 
to about a mile and a half or more. 

''Ten miles from the head of the lake it is joined by 
the Taku arm from the south. This arm must be of con-
5iderable length, as it can be seen for a long distance, 
and its valley can he traced through the mountains much 
farther than the lake itself can be seen. It is apparently 
over a mile wide at its mouth or junction. 

"Dr. Dawson includes Dove lake and these two arms 
under the common name of Tagish lake. This is much 
more simple and comprehensi\·e than the various names 
given them by travelers. These waters collectively arc 
the fishing and hunting grounds of the Tagish Incliam. 
and as they arc really one body of \Yater, there is no rea
son \Yh y they should not be all included under one 
name. 

"From the junction with the Taku arm to the north 
encl of the lake the distance is about :-ix miles, the 
greater part being over t\\'O miles wide. The \Yest side 
is very flat and shallO\Y, so much so that it \\'as impos
sible in many places to get our canoes to the shore, and 
quite a distance out in the lake there \YaS not more than 
five feet of ,vater. The members of my party who \\'ere 
in charge of the 1>uat and outfit \\·ent do\\'n the cast sitle 
of the lake and reported the depth about the same as I 
found on the west side. \Yith many large rocks. They 
passed through it in the night in a rain storm, and \\'ere 
much alarmed for the safety of the boat and provisions. 
It would appear that this part of the lake requires some 
improvement to make it in keeping with the rest of the 
water system \Yith \vhich it is connected. 

''\\'here the river debouches from it, it is about 150 
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\·ards \\ i<le and for a short distance not more than five 
;r six feet 'deep. The depth is, however, soon increased 
to ten feet or more, and so continues down to \vhat 
Schwatka calls :.\Iarsh lake. The miners call it :.\Iud 
lake. but on this name they do not appear to be agreed, 
many of them calling the lower part of the Tagish or 
Bove lake · :.\Iu<l lake,' on account of its shallom1ess 
and flat, muddy shores, as seen along the west side, the 
side nearly always traveled, as it is more sheltered from 
the prevailing southerly \vinds. The term ':.\Iud lake' 
is, ho\\'ever, not applicable to this lake, as only a com
paratively small part of it is shallow or muddy: and it 
is nearly as inapplicable to :.\ Iarsh lake, as the latter is 
not markedly muddy along the \vest side, and from the 
appearance of the cast shore one \Vould not judge it to 
be so, as the banks appear to be high and gravelly . 

.. :.\ [arsh lake is a little over nineteen miles long. and 
average~ about two miles in \vidth. I tried to determine 
the \viclth of it as I 1vent along with my survey. by taking 
azimuths of points on the eastern shore from different 
stations of the survey; but in only one case did I succeed, 
as· there were no prominent marks on that shore \vhich 
could be identified from more than one place. The 
piece of river connecting Tagish and :.\Iarsh lakes is 
about five miles long, and averages 150 to 200 yards in 
width. and, as already mentioned, is deep, except for a 
short distance at the head. On it are situated the onh· 
Indian houses to be found in the interior with any pr~
tention to skill in construction. 

"The Lewes river, where it leaves :.\Iarsh lake, is 
about 200 yards wide, and awrages this width as far as 
the canyon. I did not try to find bottom am·where as I 
went along, except where I had reason to thini~ it shallow 
and there I always tried with my paddle. I did not any~ 
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where find bottom \\'ith this, which sho\\'s that there is 
no part of this stretch of the rin'r \\'ith less than six feet 
of water at medium height, at \\'hich stage it appeared 
to me the river \\'as at that time. 

"From the head of Lake Dennett to the canyon the cor
rected distance is ninety-fiye miles, all of \\'hich is navi
gable for boats drawing fiw feet or more. Acid to this 
the \\-c;;terly arm of Lake Bennett, and the Takone or 
\Yindy arm of Takish lake, each about fifteen miles in 
length, and the Taku arm of the latter lake, of unknown 
length, but probably not less than thirty miles, and \\'e 
have a stretch of water of upwards of one hundred miles 
in length, all easily naYigable: ancl, as has been pointed 
out, easily connected with Taiya inlet through the \\'hite 
pass. 

"Xo streams of any importance enter any of these 
lakes so far as I knO\\'. ,\ riYer, called by Schwatka 
'l\IcClintock riYcr,' enters ~Jarsh lake at the lO\,·er encl 
from the east. It occupies a large Yallcy, as seen from 
the \\'esterly side of the lake, but the stream is apparently 
unimportant. Another small stream, apparently only a 
creek, enters the southeast angle of the lake. It is not 
probable that any stream corning from the east side of 
the lake is of importance, as the strip of country between 
the Lewes and Teslintoo is not more than thirty or forty 
miles in \Yidth at this point. 

"The Taku arm of Tagish lake is. so far, \Yith the ex
ception of reports from Indians, unknown; but it is equal
ly improbable that any river of importance enters it, as 
it is so near the source of the waters flowing northwards. 
However, this is a question that can only be cleciclecl by 
a proper exploration. The canyon I han' already de
scribed, and will only acid that it is five-eighths of a mile 
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long, about 100 feet wide, with perpendicular banks of 

basaltic rock from 60 to 100 feet high. 
"Below the canyon proper there is a stretch of rapids 

for about a mile; then about half a mile of smooth water, 

follm,ing \Yhich are the \\"bite Horse rapids, \\·hich are 

three-eighths of a mile long, and unsafe for boats. The 

tol:"al fall in the canyon and succeeding rapids was meas

ured and found to be 32 feet. \\"ere it enT necessary to 

make this part of the river navigable it will be no easy 

task to overcome the obstacles at this point; but a tram 

or rail\\'ay could, \\·ith very little difficulty, be constructed 

along the east side of the river past the canyon. 
··For some distance below the \\"hite Horse rapids the 

current is S\Yift and the river wide, \\'ith many gravel 
bars. The reach bet\\'een these rapi·ds and Lake Le Barge, 

a distance of t\\'enty-seycn and a half miles. is all 

smooth ,vater, \\·ith a strong current. The average width 

is about I 50 yards. There is no impediment to naviga
tion other than the 5\Yift current, and this is no stronger 

than on the lower part of the river, which is already 11avi

gate<l; nor is it worse than on the Saskatchewan and 
Red rivers in the more eastern part of our territory. 

"About midway in this stretch the Tahkeena rin·r ( the 
Tahkeena was formerly much used by the Chilkat In
dians as a means of reaching the interior, but never by 
the miners, owing to the distance from the sea to its 
head) joins the Lewes. This river is. apparently, about 

half the size of the latter. Its waters are muddy, indicat

ing its passage through a clayey district. I got some 
indefinite information about this rinr from an Indian 

who happened to meet me just below its mouth, but I 
could not readily make him understand me, and his re

plies were a compound of Chinook, Tagish, and signs. 
and therefore largely unintelligible. From what I could 
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understand with any certainty, the river \\·as easy to de
scend, there being no bad rapids, and it came out of a 
lake much larger than any I had yet passed. 

"Lake Le Barge is thirty-one miles long. In the upper 
thirteen it varies from three to four miles in width: it 
then narrows to about two miles for a distance of seven 
miles; when it begins to widen again, and gradually ex
pands to about two and a half or three miles, the lower 
six miles of it maintaining the latter width. The snrH·y 
was carried along the western shore, and while so en
gaged I determined the width of the upper wide part by 
triangulation at two poinb, the width of the narrow mid
dle part at three points, and the width of the lower part 
at three points. Dr. Dawson on his \,ay out made a 
track survey of the eastern shore. The \\·e~tcrn shore 
is irregular in many places, being indented by large bays, 
especially at the upper and lower ends. These bays arc, 
as a rule, shallow, more especially those at the lower end. 

"Just above where the lake narrows in the middle there 
is a large island. It is three and a half miles long and 
about half a mile in \Yiclth. It is shown on Schwatka's 
map as a peninsula, and called by him Ritchtofen rocks. 
How he came to think it a peninsula I cannot understand, 
as it is well out in the lake; the nearest point of it to the 
western shore is upwards of half a mile distant, and the 
extreme width of the lake here is not more than five 
miles, which includes the depth of the deepest bays on 
the western side. It is therefore difficult to understand 
that he did not see it as an island. The upper half of 
this island is gravelly, and does not rise very high above 
the lake. The lower end is rocky and high, the rock be
ing of a bright red color. At the lower end of the lake 
there is a large valley extending northward, which has 
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evidently at one time been the outlet of the lake. Dr. 
Da\rson has noted it and its peculiarities. 

"The width of the Le\res river as it leaves the lake is 
the same as at its entrance. about 200 yards. Its \raters 
when I \\"aS there \\·ere murky. This is caused by the 
action of the \raves on the shore along the lmver end of 
the lake. The \Yater at the upper end and at the middle 
of the lake is quite clear, so much so that the bottom 
can be distinctly seen at a depth of six or seven feet. 
The \rind blO\\'S almost constantly dmvn this lake, and 
in a high ,vincl it gets very rough. The miners complain 
of much detention o,ving to this cause, and certainly I 
cannot complain of a lack of wind while I was on the lake. 
This lake was named after one ::\Iike Le Barge, who was 
engaged by the \Yestern Union telegraph company, ex
ploring the river and adjacent country for the purpose 
of connecting Europe and .c\mcrica by telegraph through 
British Columbia, and :-\laska. and across Dering strait 
to Asia, and thence to Europe. 

"After leaving Lake Le Barge the river. for a distance 
of about five miles, preserns a generally uniform ,vidth 
and an easy current of about four miles per hour. It 
then makes a short turn round a 10\v gravel point, and 
flmvs in exactly the opposite of its general course for a 
mile, \\"hen it again turns sharply to its general direction. 

''The Teslintoo was so called by Dr. Da,vson-this, 
according to information obtainecl by him. being the In
dian name. It i,; called hy the miners 'Hootalinkwa,' 
or Hootalinqua. and was call eel hy ~c hwatka. \\'ho ap
pears to have bestowecl no other attention to it, the "\" e\\·
herry, although it is apparently much larger than the 
Lcm:s. (T,he limitecl amount of prospecting that has 
been done on the Teslintoo i,; saicl to be vcrv satisfactorv, 
fine gold having been found in all parb of the rinT. Tl;e 
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lack of supplies is the great drawback to its development, 
and this \\'ill not he overcome to any great extent until 
hy some means heayy freight can be brought m·cr the 
coast range to the head of the river. Indeed, owing to 
the difficulties attending access and transportation, the 
great drawback to the entire Yukon district at present 
is the want of hcayy mining machinery and the scarcity 
of supplies. The government being a ware of the require
ments and possibilities of the country has undertaken the 
task of making preliminary ~llf\'l'\'s for trails and rail
roads, and no doubt in the near future the avenue for 
better and quicker transportation facilities will be opened 
up.) 

"The water ·of the Teslintoo is of a dark brown 
color, similar in appearance to the Ottawa river water, 
and a little turbid. X otwithstanding the difference of 
volume of discharge, the Teslintoo changes completely 
the character of the river below the junction, ancl a 
person coming up the ri\'lT would, at the forks, unhesi
tatingly pronounce the Teslintoo the main stream. The 
water of the Lewes is blue in color, and at the time I 
speak of was somewhat dirty-not enough so, however, 
to prevent one seeing to a depth of two or three feet. 

"A.t the junction of the Le,,·es and Teslintoo I met two 
or three families of the Indians who hunt in the vicinity. 
One of them could speak a little Chinook. He told me 
the river ,yas easy to ascend, and presented the same 
appearance eight clays' journey up as at the mouth; then 
a lake ,vas reached, which took one clay to cross, the 
river ,vas then followecl again for half a day to another 
lake, which took two clays to traverse; into this lake 
emptied a stream which they used as a highway to the 
coast, passing by ,vay of the Taku river. He said it 
took four clays when they had loads to carry, from the 
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head of canoe navigation on the Teslintoo to salt water 
on the Taku inlet, but when they come light they take 
only one to two days. 

"If their time intervals are approximately accurate, 
they mean that there are about 200 miles of good river 
to the first lake, as they ought easily to make 25 miles 
a clay on the riHr as I sa,,· it. The lake takes one day to 
traverse, and is at least 25 miles long, followed by say 12 

of river, which brings us to the large lake, \Yhich takes 
two clays to cross. say 50 or 60 miles more-in all about 
292 miles-say 300 to the head of canoe navigation; 
while the distance from the head of Lake Bennett to the 
junction is only 188. Assuming the course of the Tes
lint.oo to be nearly south (it is a little to the east of it). 
and throwing out every fourth mile for bends, the re
mainder gives us an arc three degrees and a quarter of 
latitude, ,,·hich clecluctecl from 60° ..J.O'. the latitude of the 
junction, gives us 58° 25'. or nearly the latitude of Ju
neau. 

"T afterwards met T. Boswell, his brother. and another 
miner, who had spent most of the summer on the riwr 
prospecting, and from them I gathered the following: 
The distance to the first, and on!~· lake they saw, they put 
at 17 5 miles, and the lake itself they call at least 150 miles 
long, and it took them four clays to row in a light boat 
from encl to encl. The portage to the sea they did not 
appear to know anything about, but describe a large bay 
on the east side of the lake, into which a river of con
siderable size entered. Thi~ river occupies a wide valley. 
surrounded by high mountains. They thought this river 
must head near Liarcl river. This account differs ma
terially from that given by the Indian, and to put them 
on their guard, I told them what he had told me. but 
they still persisted in their story, which I find differs a 
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good deal from the account they ga\-e Dr. Dawson. as 
incorporated in his report. 

"Between the Teslintoo and the Big Salmon., so called 
by the miners. or D'Abbadie by Schwatka, the distance 
is thirty-three and a half miles, in which the Lewes pre
serves a generally uniform width and current. For a 
fe\\' miles below the Teslintoo it is a little over the or
dinary \\'idth, but then contracts to about zoo yard,:., 
which it maintains \\'ith little variation. The current is 
generally from four to five miles per hour. The Big Sal
mon I found to be about 100 yards wide near the mouth. 
tl1e depth not more than four or five feet, and the current, 
so far as could be seen. sluggish. 

"Just belo\\' the Big Salmon the Lewes takes a bend 
of nearly a right angle. Its course from the junction 
with the Tehkeena to this point is generally a iittle east 
of north: at this point it turns to nearly west for some 
distance. Its course between here and its confluence with 
the Pelly is north\\'est, ancl, I may acid, it preserves this 
general direction clown to the confluence with the Porcu
pine. Thirty-six and a quarter miles below the Rig Sal
mon, the Little Salmon-the Daly of Sclrn·atka-enters 
the Lewes. This river is about sixty yards \\'ide at the 
mouth, and not more than t\Yo or three feet in depth. 
The \Yater is clear and of a brownish hue: there is not 
much current at the mouth, nor as far as can be seen up 
the stream. It is said that some miners have prospected 
this stream. but I could learn nothing definite about it. 

"Lewes river makes a turn here to the southwest, and 
runs in that direction six miles, \\'hen it again turns to the 
northwest for scycn miles, and then makes a short, sharp 
turn to the south and west around a low, sandy point. 
which will at some clay in the near future be cut through 
hy the current. \\'hich will $horten the rin·r three or four 

5 
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miles. Eight miles below Little Salmon river a large 
rock called the Eagle's X est, stands up in a gravel slope 
on the easterly bank of the river. It rises about five 
hundred feet above the river, and is composed of a light 
gray stone. Thirty-two miles below Eagle's X est rock 
.\" ordenskiold river enters from the \\·est. It is an unim
portant stream, being not more than 120 feet wide at the 
mouth, and only a few inches deep. The valley, as far 
as can be seen, is not extensive, and being very crooked 
it is hard to tell \\·hat its general direction is. The Le,ves, 
between the Little Salmon and the X ordenskiold, con
tains a width of from 200 to 300 yards, with an occasional 
expansion ,vhere there are islands. It is serpentine in its 
course most of the way, and where the :-( ordenskiold joins 
it is very crooked, running several times under a hill. 
named by Schwatka Tantalus Butte, and in other places 
leaving it, for a distance of eight miles. The distance 
across from point to point is only half a mile. 

"Below this to Five Finger rapids, so called from the 
fact that fi,·e large ma~~es of rock stand in mid-channel, 
the river assumes its ordinary straightness and ,vidth, 
with a current from four to five miles per hour. I do 
not think the rapids will prove anything more than a 
slight obstruction in the navigation of the river. .-\ boat 
of ordinary power would probably haw t0 help herself 
up with windlass and line in high \\'ater. Below the 
rapids, for about two miles. the current i~ strong-prob
ably six miles per hour-but the water seems to be deep 
enough for any boat that is likely to navigate it. Six 
miles below this the Rink rapids are situated. They are 
of no great importance. the westerly half of the stream 
only being obstructed. The easterly half is not in anv 
way affected, the current being- smooth and the ,vat~r 
deep. 
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"Below Five Finger rapids about two miles a small 
stream enters from the east. It is called 1)\· Dr. Dawson 
Tatshun river. It is not more than thirty or forty feet 
wide at the mouth, and contains only a little brownish 
water. Between Five Finger rapids and Pelly river, 58{ 
miles, no streams of any importance enter the Lewes: in 
fact, with the exception of the Tatshun, it may be said 
that none at all enter. About a mile below Rink rapids 
the river spreads out into a lake-like expanse, with many 
islands; this continues for about three miles, when it 
contracts to something like the usual \Vidth; but bars 
and small islands are very numerous all the way to Pelly 
river. About five miles above Pelly river there is another 
lake-like expanse filled with islands. The river here for 
three or four miles is nearly a mile wide. and so numerous 
and close arc the islands that it is impossible to tell, when 
floating among them, where the shores of the river arc. 
The current, too, is swift, leaYing- one to suppose the 
water shallow: but I think eYen here a channel deep 
enough for such boats as will navigate this part of the 
river can be found. Sclrn·atka named this group of is
lands "Ingersoll Islands.· 

··About a mile below the Pelly the Lewes is about half 
a mile wick, and here, too, there are many islands, but 
not in groups as at Ingersoll islands. _.\hont a mile be
low the Pel1y. just at the ruins of Fort Selkirk. the Yukon 
was found to be 565 yards wide: about two-thirds being 
ten feet deep, with a current of about four and three-quar
ters miles per hour: the remaining third was more than 
half taken up by a bar, and the current between it and 
the south shore was wry slack. Pelly river at its mouth 
is about 200 yards wide, and continues this width as far 
up as could be seen. 

"Just here for a short distance the course of the Yukon 
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is nearly \\Tst, and on the south side, about a mile below 
the mouth of the Lewes, stands all that remains of the 
only trading post ever built by white men in the district. 
This post was established by Robert Campbell, for the 
Hudson Bay company in the summer of 1848. Indians 
pillaged the place and set fire to it, leaving nothing but 
the remains of the t\\'O chimneys, which are still stand
ing. This raid and capture took place on the first of ~.\u
gust, 1852. Below Fort Selkirk the Yukon riwr is from 
500 to 6oo yards broad and ma'intains this width down 
to \ Yhite river, a distance of ninety-six miles. Islands are 
numerous, so much so that there are Yery few parts of 
the river where there are not one or more in sight. Bars 
are also numerous, but almost all are composed of 
gravel. so that navigators will not have to complain of 
shifting sand-bars. The current, as a general thing, is 
not so rapid as in the upper part of the river. averaging 
about four miles per hour. The depth in the main chan
nel \\'as always found to be more than six feet. 

"From Pelly river to within 12 miles of \Yhite river 
the general course of the river is a little north of \Yest: 
it then turns to the north, and the general course as far 
as the site of Fort Reliance is due north. \ \'bite river 
enters the main riHT from the west. A.t the mouth it is 
about 200 yards ,Yide, but a great part of it is filled with 
ever-shifting sand-bars, the main volume of ,vater being 
confined to a channel not more than 100 yards in width. 
The current is wry strong, certainly not less than eight 
miles per hour. The color of the water lJc::crs witness to 
this, as it is much the muddiest of any I haw ever seen. 
Between \Vhite and Ste,vart rivers, ten miles, the river 
spreads out to a mile and upwards in width, and is a maze 
of islands and bars. The snrn:y was carried down the 
easll'rly sliurv and many of the channels passed through 
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harely afforded water enough to float the canoes. The 
main channel is along the \\·cstcrly shore, clown which 
the large boat went, and the crew reported plenty of 
water. 

Stewart river enters from the east in the middle of 
a ,viclc Yalley. ,vith low hills on both sides, rising on 
the north side in steps or terraces to distant hills of 
considerable height. The river half a mile or so above 
the mouth, is 200 yards in width. The current is slack 
and the water shallow and clear. but dark colored. \Yhilc 
at the mouth I was fortunate enough to meet a miner 
who had spent the whole summer of 1887 on the river 
and its branches prospecting and exploring. He gave 
me a good deal of information, of which I gi\'e a sum
mary. He is a native of :\' cw Brunswick, :\lexander 
:.facDonald by name, and has spent some years mining 
in other places, but ,,·as very reticent about what he 
had made or found. Sixty or seventy miles up the 
Stewart a large creek enters from the south which he 
called Rosebud creek or riYcr, and thirty or forty miles 
farther up a considerable stream flows from the north
east, which ·appears to be Bea\'cr river, as marked on the 
map of that part of the country. 

"From the head of this stream he floated dmvn on a 
raft, taking five days to do so. He estimated his progress 
at forty or fifty miles each day, which gives a length 
of from 200 to 250 miles. This is probab1y an over
estimate, unless the stream is very crooked, which, he 
stated, was not the case. As much of his time would be 
taken up in prospecting I should call thirty miles or less 
a closer estimate of his progress. This river is from 
fifty to eighty yards ,viclc and was never more than four 
or five feet deep, often being not more than two or three; 
the current, he said, was not at all swift. :\hove the 
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mouth of this stream the main river is from 100 to 130 

yards wide, with an even current and clear water. Sixty 
or seventy miles above the last-mentioned branch an
other branch joins, which is possibly the main river. 
At the head of it he found a lake nearly thirty miles long 
and averaging a mile and a half in width, ,vhich he 
called :.\Iayhew lake. 

"Thirty miles or so above the forks on the other 
branch there are falls, which :.\IacDonald estimated to 
be from mo to 200 feet in height. :.\lacDonald went on 
past the falls to the head of this branch and found ter
raced gravel hills to the west and north. He crossed 
them to the north and found a rinr flowing north
ward. On this he embarked on a raft and floated dO\vn 
it for a day or two, thinking it ,rnuld turn to the west and 
join the Stewart, but finding it still continuing north, 
and requiring too much volume to be any of the branches 
he had seen while passing up the Ste,vart, he returned 
to the point of his departure, and after prospecting 
among the hills around the head of the riYer, he started 
\\'est,\'ard, crossing a high range of mountains com
posed principally of shales, "·ith many thin seams of 
"hat he called quartz, ranging from one to six inches in 
thickness. On the ,vest side of this range he found a 
river flowing out of "·hat he called :.\Iayhew lake, and 
crossing this got to the head of Beaver river, which he 
descended as before mentioned. It is probable the 
river flowing nortlrn·ards, on \\'hich he made a journey 
and returned, ,ms a branch of Peel rinr. Judging from 
all I could learn it i::; probable a light draft steamboat 
could navigate nearly all of Ste\\·art river and its tribu
taries. 

"From Stewart river to the site of Fort Reliance, sev
enty-three and one-quarter miles, the Yukon is broad 
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and full of islands. The average width is bet\\'cen a half 
and three-quarters of a mile, but there are many expan
sions where it is over a mile in breadth; however, in 
these places it cannot be said that the waterway is wider 
than at other parts of the ri\'er, the islands being so large 
and numerous. In this reach no streams of any impor
tance enter. About thirteen miles below ~tc\\·art river 
a large \'alley joins that of the river, but the stream occu
pying it is only a large creek. This agrees in position 
with what has been called Sixty :.\Iile creek, \\'hich was 
supposed to be about that distance above Fort Reli
ance, but it does not agree \\'ith descriptions \\'hich I re
ceived of it; moreover as :-:;ixty :.\Iile creek is known to 
be a stream of considerable length this stream \\'ould 
not ans\\'er the description. 

"T\\'enty-t\\'o and a half miles from Stewart river an
other and larger creek enters from the same side; it 
agreed with the description of Sixty :.\[ile creek and I 
have so marked it on my map. This stream is of no 
importance except for what mineral wealth may be found 
on it. Six and a half miles above Fort Reliance the 
Thron-Diuck river of the Indians (Deer river of Schwat
ka, the Klondike) enters from the east. It is a small 
river, about forty yards wide at the mouth, and shal
low; the ,Yater is clear and transparent, and of beautiful 
blue color. Dawson City is situated at the mouth of 
the Thron-Diuck, and although it \\'as located only a 
few months ago it is the scene of great activity. \' cry 
rich deposits of gold have lately been found on Bonanza 
creek and other affluents of the Thron-Diuck. 

"Twelve and a half miles below Fort Reliance, the 
Chandindu, as named by Schwatka, enters from the east. 
It is thirty to forty yards \\'ide at the mouth, very shal
low, and for half a mile up is one continuous rapid. Be-
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tween F()rt Reliance and Forty :.\Iile ri\'cr ( called Cone 
Hill ri\'er by Schwatka) the Yukon assumes its normal 
appearance, having fewer islands and being narro,ved, 
averaging four to six hundred yards \Yide, and the cur
rent being more regular. This stretch is forty-six miles 
long. but was estimated by the traders as forty, from 
which the Forty :\Tile ri\'cr took its name. 

"Fortv :.\Iile town site is situated on the south side of 
the Forty :.\Iile river at its junction with the Yukon. 
The Alaska Commercial company has a station here 
which ,yas for many years in charge of L. X. :.\lcQues
tion: there are also several blacksmith shops. restau
rants. billiard halls. bakeries, opera-house, and so on. 
Rather more than half a mile below Forty :.\Iile town 
site the town of Cudahy was founded on the north side of 
Forty :1 Iile river in the summer of 1892. It is named 
after a well-known member of the X orth American 
Transportation and Trading company. The company 
has erected a saw mill and some large warehouses. Fort 
Constantine was established here immediately upon the 
arrival of the monntecl police detachment in the latter 
part of July, 1895. 

"Forty Mile riwr joins the main river from the west. 
Its general course, ao far up as the international boun
dary line. a distance of twenty-three miles. is southwest: 
after this it nms nearer south. Forty ::\Iile river is 100 

to r 50 yards wide at the mouth. ancl the current is gen
erally strong. with many small rapids. Eight miles up 
is the so-callee! canyon: it is hard!:,· entitled to that dis
tinctive name, being simply a crooked contraction of the 
river with steep rocky banks, and on the north side there 
is plenty of room to ,valk along the beach. The length 
of this ,anyon is about a mile. :\bove it the river up to 
the boundary line is generally smooth, with S\\ ift cur-



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 79 

rent and an occasional ripple. The amount of water 
discharged by this rin:T is considerable; but there is no 
prospect of navigation, it being so swift and broken by 
many small rapids. 

"From Forty ::\Tile rinT to the boundary line the 
Yukon preserves the same general character as between 
Fort Reliance and Forty 1Iile: the greatest width being 
about half a mile and the least about a quarter. Fifteen 
miles below Forty ::\lile rinT a large mass of rock stands 
on the east bank. This was named by Sclnrntka 'Ro
quette Rock." but it is known to the traders as 'Old 
\\"oman Rocle' a similar mass, on the west side of the 
riyer. being known as 'Old ::\Ian Roel<.' 

"From Stewart river to the mouth of the Yukon is 
about 1,650 miles, and the only difficult place in all this 
distance is the part near the confluence with the Porcu
pine, which has evidently been a lake in past ages, but 
is now filled with islands: the current here is swift and 
the channels generally narrow, rendering navigation diffi
cult." 

Approximate distances to Fort Cudahy. compiled by 
William Ogilvie, Janel surveyor of the Dominion of 
Canada: 

Via St. :\Iichael. 

San Francisco to Dutch Harbor ............... . 
Seattle or \'ictoria to Dutch Hc1rhor ........... . 
Dutch Harbor to St. ::\lichael. ................ . 
~t. ::\Iichael to Cudahy ....................... . 

Via Taiya (Dyea) Pas~. 

Victoria to Taiya (Dyea) .................... . 
Taiya to Cudahy ............................ . 

:\ l iles. 

2,400 
2,000 

750 
I,6oo 

1,000 

,650 
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\'ia :-;tikinc (5tikeen) River. 

Victoria to \ \'range!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . 750 
\V range! to Telegraph creek. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
Telegraph creek to Teslin lake................. 150 
Teslin lake to Cudahy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650 

Distances from Head of Taiya Inlet. 

Head of canoe navigation. Tai ya river. . . . . . . . . . . 5.90 
Forks of Taiya river . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.38 
Summit of Tai ya pass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.76 
Landing at Lake Lindeman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.o6 
Foot of Lake Lindeman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,49 
Head of Lake Bennett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.09 
Boundary line B. C. and :\. \\'. T. (Lat. 6o0

). • • • • • 38.09 
Foot of Lake Bennett ......................... 53.85 
Foot of Caribou crossing (Lake ~ares). . . . . . . . . . 56.44 
Foot of Tagish lake .......................... 73.25 
Head of :-Iarsh lake ......................... 78.15 
Foot of :-Iarsh lake ........................... 97.21 
Head of canyon .............................. 122.9-1-
F oot of canyon .............................. 123.56 
Head of White Horse rapid~ ................... 124.95 
Foot of \\'bite Horse rapicis .................... 125.33 
Talikerna river ............................... 139.92 
Head of Lake LeBarge ....................... 153.07 
Foot of Lake Le Barge ........................ 18-1-.22 
Teslintoo river ............................... 21 ~.88 
Big Salmon river ............................. 285.5-1-
Five Finger rapids ............................ 3-1--1-.83 
Pelly river ................................... -1-03.29 
\\'bite river. ................................. -1-1)1).I I 

Stewart river ................................. 508.91 
Sixty-:'.'-Iile creek ............................. 530,41 
Dawson City ................................. 575.70 
Fort Reliance ............................... 582.20 
Forty--:\Iile river ............................. 627.08 
Boundary line ............................... 667.43 
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CHAPTER. \·. 

CAPITAL REQUIRED BY GOLD-SEEKERS. 

A:(Y :\IE\" have been fired \\'ith an 
eager desire to go to the Klondike 
regions because the gold in that coun
try is found in the ''poor man's mine,'' 
that is. in· placer deposits. Placer 
mines are called "tenderfoot mines" 
and "poor man's" mines because they 
are worked \Yith com para ti vcl y inex-

pensive appliances which can be carried around by the 
prospector. With a pick, shovel and pan alone the pros
pector is able to extract the gold from the pay dirt. The 
stories that have come clown from the upper Yukon 
basin indicate that the mines on the El Dorado, Bonanza 
and other gold-bearing creeks of the Klondike are, in all 
respects, "poor men's mine." But although the mines 
themselves are open to ever:,· man who has :, pair of 
strong arms, a pick, a shovel and a pan, something more 
than determination and a pair of legs i" required to get 
to the mines from any place in the l' nited ~tates. The 
\\·ay is long and transportation charges arc heavy. 

All sorts of estimates have been made as to the amount 
of ready cash a man must have to buy his outfit and pay 
his passage to the Klondike country. ::\Ien ''\\'110 have 
been there" insist that a gold-seeker is a fool to start out 
from civilization without enough money in his pocket 
to give him at least a working capital of $300 when he 
arrives at the diggings. Others put the figure at $500. 
The majority of returned Klon<likers say that the pros-
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pector must figure on at least two years· work in the gold 
fields, and must make all preparations looking to the 
possibility of utter failure; that is, he must have enough 
money, not only to buy his outfit and provide for trans
portation, but to pay his living expenses in the gold 
country for at least two year~. and have enough money 
left to btff a "return ticket." There is this to comfort 
the gold-seeker. howewr. All authorities agree in the 
prediction that the men who go north in the spring of 
1898 not only ,,·ill ban a much easier road to travel, 
but will not be faced with the probability of privations 
and suffering clue to a lack of food and clothing in the 
storehouses of trading companies. 

The monopoly held by the t,,·o large transportation 
companies which operate on the Yukon river from St. 
-:\[ichael to the head of navigation has been broken. In
dependent companies have been formed for the purpose 
of competing for the business of handling passengers and 
freight on the Yukon and other navigable rivers of Alas
ka and the ~ orthwest territory. This means that the cost 
of transportation per passenger will be reduced, and that 
the river steamers will carry freight for prospectors and 
miners, and that a larger stock of provisions and goods 
of all kinds needed in that countr~· will be carried at all 
times. 

The fare from \eattle to any point on the Yukon river 
was $200 this year ( 1897). This included 200 pounds of 
baggage, meals and berth, but did not include the trans
portation of anything over 200 pounds per passenger. 
The company making this rate is in the trading as well 
as the transportation business., and wanted to sell the 
gold-seekers their outfits and stocks of provisions from 
the company',; storehouses at Circle City and other places 
along the Yukon. In a circular i~,;ued by this company 
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the prospector was advised to have at least $500 capital 
upon arrival at his destination, and to make his plans to 
stay one year at least. This price of $200 carried the 
gold-seeker from Seattle to St. :\fichael and up the Yukon 
river to Dawson City. 

One of the independent companies which is advertised 
to start into the Yukon district next spring announces 
that for $6oo it will take a man from Seattle or San Fran
cisco to Dawson City or any other mining center in the 
Yukon district and keep him in food for one year. The 
$6oo, however, after the prospector once arrives on the 
ground, does not include cooking nor shelter after reach
ing the Yukon. In short, the man who intends to take 
the all-water route, that is. from ~an Francisco or Seattle 
or Victoria, B. C., up the Yukon by \\·ay of St. :.\Iichael, 
must be prepared to pay $200 to $2_:;o for transportation 
of himself ancl 200 pounds of baggage. and tn spend 
anywhere from $250 to $500 for his outfit and his stock 
of provisions and yet have at least $300 for a "rainy day" 
capital. In other words, in order to get to the "poor 
man's mines" the gold-seeker should have an available 
capital of from $750 to $1,000. It is believed that $700 

is the least amount that a man can start out with, and the 
amount may run as high up ,t~ the pocket-book "·ill 
stand. 

A San Francisco steamship company advertises that it 
will carry passengers from San Francisco to the Klon
dike h\· wa,· of St. Michael and the Yukon riYer for $300. 
including {50 pounds of baggage, and will also carry ex
tra supplies not exceeding I ,ooo pounds a passenger for 
IO cents a pound. 

The price of an outfit in Dawson City, Circle City, and 
Fort Cudahy and Forty :.\J ilc is given all the way from 
$500 to $1,000. This includes a year's supply of food 
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and clothing and prospecting and mining outfit, and is 
hased on an advance of three times the cost of a like out
fit in Seattle. The lowest estimate ginn on an outfit 
was $90, in Seattle. This only i?1cluded enough provis
ions to get a man to Dawson City by the overland route. 
The cost of outfits, as made up in Chicago, Seattle, San 
Francisco and other points in the lJnited States, includ
ing clothing, groceries, hard\\'are, armament and camp
ing outfit, ranges from $185 to S275: to this, however, 
must be added the duty charged by the <::anadian authori
ties, the average of which is nearly 25 per cent, so that 
25 per cent should be added to the cost of an outfit. (See 
chapter on gold-seekers' outfit.) 

The overland, or the Chilkoot pass, route by ,ny of 
Dyea is the one that was taken by the greatest number 
of gold-seekers this year, because they ,,·ere able to carry 
a large amount of provisions (which they were not per
mitted to take with them on the Yukon rinr route). and 
because they \\'ere told that by taking this owrland route 
they could get to Da\\'son City inside of 30 clays. The 
steamer passage from Seattle for .Juneau and Dyea cost, 
to Juneau $25 per cabin and $rs for steerage: to Dyea 
$40 cabin, ~25 steerage. The fare included berth and 
meals and free baggage to the amount of r 50 pounds. 
Excess baggage \\'as carried for IO cents a pound, and 
freight for $10 a ton. 

Thi~ was the cheape~t of the transportation charge~ 
from Seattle to Dyea made during the rush. The demand 
made on the steamship companies by excited gold-seek
ers sent tickets \\·ay above par, and premiums of $100 
were paid. :( one of the steamship companies will giYe 
an advance notice of their rates of fare for next spring, 
but as evL·ry boat that \\·oukl ~ail or float was pressed into 
serYi<.:e this year, it is probabk that many gnod hoab will 
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be put into commission next spring, and competition \\ill 
hold rates level. It is estimated that nearly 6,000 people 
went from the Pacific seaports to Dyea during the rush, 
and the boats were overcrowded. This naturally brought 
an increase in all charges. 

It is announced that some of the steamship companies 
are making arrangements to transport baggage and out
fits over the Chilkoot pass to the head of Lake Lindeman. 
If this is done the cost of portage over the pass to the 
head of navigation of the Yukon will be much less next 
spring than it was this year. c\Il sorts of prices were 
demanded by the Indians and packers, for they had the 
gold-seekers at their mercy. 

Under date of July 30, William J. Jones, a special cor
respondent of the CHICAGO RECORD, writing from 
Juneau, said that the rate over the Dyea route, under 
normal conditions, \,·as $17 a IOO pounds, but that it was 
certain to be advanced to 30 or ,+o cents a pound in a week 
or two, and that it would be impossible for the Indians 
and packers to take care of the rush. This prediction was 
nTified before ten days by the reports that came back 
from Dyea. ~cveral thousand gold-seekers were held at 
Dyca waiting for an opportunit\· to cross the pass \\·ith 
their outfits and stocks of provisions, and portage prices 
had gone up almost "out of sight." 

If this rush is repeated next spring the gold-seekers 
must be prepared to go down into their pockets to pay 
big premiums for carrying their outfits over the several 
passes to Lake Lindeman. e ndoubtedly pack horses and 
mules will be ~ubstituted in a large measure for Indians 
next year, and numerous plans are on foot to improve 
the trail. The cost of the journey from Lake Lindeman 
to the gold diggings is generally regarded as an unknown 
quantity. ;\fan:,· men will carry and haul their provisions 
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themselves, building rafts and boats to go down the river. 
Others, better proviclecl with ready cash, \\'ill buy boats 
at Lake Lindeman or \\·ill take boats with them from 
Seattle or :-;an Francisco, and will employ Indians to 
manage the boats and act as guides, cooks ancl general 
roustabouts. 

It is claimed that miners can go from Chicago to the 
Klondike by way of the "back door" route, that is, up 
the Athabasca and :\lackenzie rivers to the Peel river 
and then across the divide into the Yukon country, for 
$150. A. H. H. Heming, of :\Iontreal, the artist who 
accompanied Caspar \Yhitncy in his trip to the '·Barren 
Land," says, on the authority of the Hudson's Bay com
pany officials, that all that is needed for the "back door" 
route are a good constitution, some experience in boat
ing and camping, and about $150. :\Ir. Heming advises 
gold-seekers to travel in parties of three, and to purchase 
a good canoe for about S35 in Chicago or ~t. Paul. The 
freight on the canoe to Edmonton, the end of the railroad 
route, \\·ill be $23; cost of food at Edmonton for three 
men for two months, consisting of pork, flour, tea and 
baking powder. $35; total for three men from Chicago to 
Fort :\IcPherson, provided they travel second-class on 
the Canadian Pacific railroad, will be $r 52.45 a man. 

Thus if three men "chip in" $200 each they \Vould have 
a margin of over $qo for purchasing tools and for trans
portation from Fort "'.\lcPherson to the Klondike. Parties 
should consist of three men each, as this is the crew of a 
canoe on the :\Iackcnzie riwr. It will take 6oo pounds 
of food to carry three men over the route, and passengers 
on the Canadian Pacific railroad are entitled to carry 
600 pounds of baggage. The touri~t sleeper from ~t. 

Paul to Calgan·, the point on the Canadian Pacific \\'herL· 
the spur leads to Eclmonton, will cost $4, 
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Although any local ticht agent can give the railroad 
rates to the Pacific coast points, the following list is given 
as a suggestion for the purpose of including everything 
in the estimate of cost to go from "home" to the Klon
dike country. The railroad rates from principal points 
are as follows: 

\" ew Englancl points. practically the same as Boston 
rates (get difference between Boston and \" e\\· England 
points from local agents); Boston to San Francisco
first-class, $92; second-class, $79; sleepers, $20.50; tour
ist car, $8; meals in dining car or at ~tations accorcling \() 
route; baggage allowed, 150 pounds; excess baggage. 
$1 r per IOO pouncls; time from Boston to San Francisco. 
5 days and nights. 

Boston to Seattle, Portland. \'ancouver and Victoria, 
B. C.-first-class, $83.50: seconcl-class. $69.7 5; sleeper. 
$21; tourist car, $7.50; meals in clining car or at stations 
according to route: baggage allowed, 150 pounds; ex
cess baggage, $rn.50 to $11.50 per IOO pounds. 

~ote: The above rates are over the standard or first
class lines to Chicago. If a differential or second-class 
road is taken the first-class fare will be $3 less than giYcn 
above, and second-class fare $2. 

Xe\\· York to San Francisco-first-class. $82.50: sec
ond-class, $72.50; sleeper. $25.50: tourist car. $1 I. :'deals 
in dining car or at stations, according to route; baggage 
allowed, 150 pouncls; excess baggage, $II per 100 
pounds; time from X ew York to San Francisco, 5 days 
and 5 nights. 

\" ew York to Seattle, Portland, \ · ancouver and \ ·ic
toria, B. C.-first-class, $81.50; second-class, $69.75; 
sleeper, $20.50; tourist car. $10; meals in dining car or 
at stations, according to route; baggage allowecl. 150 
pounds; excess baggage, $10.50 to $11 per 100 pounds. 

6 
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Time from I\ ew York to Seattle and Portland, 99 hours; 
Vancouver, 105 hours; Victoria, 111 hours. 

Note: Above fares are on first-class lines to Chicago. 
If second-class road is taken, first-class fare \Yill be $3 
less and second-class fare $2 less than the above rates. 

Buffalo to San Francisco-first-class, $76: second
class, $62.50; sleeper, $18; tourist car, $8; meals in bag
gage car or in stations, according to route; baggage al
lowed, 150 pounds; excess baggage, $10.35 per 100 
pounds. Time from Buffalo to San Francisco, 4-,} days 
and 4 nights. 

Buffalo to Seattle, Portland, Vancouver and Victoria. 
B. C.-first-class, $75; second-class, $62: sleeper. $18; 
tourist car, $8; meals in dining car or at stations, accord
ing to route; baggage allowed, 150 pounds; excess bag
gage, $10.35 per 100 pounds. Time from Buffalo to Se
attle, Portland, \'ancouver and Victoria, B. C., from 5 
to 6 days and nights. 

Chicago to San Francisco-first-class, $62-50, second
class, $52.50; sleeper, $20.50; tourist sleeper, $8; meals 
in dining car or at stations, according to route from $I 
to 50 cents each; baggage allowed, l 50 pounds: excess 
baggage, $8.70 per 100 pounds. Time from Chicago to 
San Francisco, 4 clays and 4 nights. 

Chicago to Seattle, Portland, Vancouver and Victoria. 
B. C.-first-class, $61.50: second-class. $51.50: sleeper, 
$15.50; tourist, $7: meals in dining car or at stations, 
according to route; baggage allowed, r 50 pounds; excess 
baggage, $8.6o per 100 pounds. Time from Chicago to 
Seattle and Portland, 85 hours: \'ancouver, 91 hours: 
Victoria, 97 hours. 

Omaha to San Francisco-first-class, $50; second
class, $40; sleeper. $13: tourist car, $5: meals in dining 
car or at stations, according to route; baggage allowed, 
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150 pounds; excess baggage, $7.20 per 100 pounds. Time 
from Omaha to San Francisco, 4 days and 3 nights. 

Omaha to Seattle, Portland, \rancouver and Victoria, 
B. C.-first-class, $50; second-class, $40; sleeper, $13; 
tourist car, $5; meals in dining car or at stations, accord
ing to route, average 75 cents each; baggage allowed, 150 
pounds; excess baggage, $7.20 per 100 pounds. Time 
from Omaha to Seattle and Portland, 65 hours; Van
couver, 71 hours; Victoria, 77 hours. 

Denver to San Francisco-first-class, $-1-5: second
class, $35; sleeper, $11; tourist car, $4: meals in dining 
car or at stations. according to routes, average 75 cents 
each: baggage allowed, I 50 pounds; excess baggage, 
$6.60 per 100 pounds. Time from Denver to San Fran
cisco, 3 day~ and 2 nights. 

Denver to Seattle, Portland, Vancouver and \'ictoria. 
B. C.-first-class, $45; second-class, $35; sleeper, $11 ; 
tourist car, $4: meals in dining car or at stations, accord
ing to route, average 75 cents each; baggage allowed, I 50 
pounds; excess baggage. $6.60 per roo pounds. Time 
from Denver to Seattle and Portland, 6-1- hours: Yan
couver, 70 hours; Victoria. 76 hours. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul to San Francisco-first-class, 
$57.90; second-class, $47.90; sleeper, $13.50; tourist car, 
$5; meals in dining car or at stations, according to route; 
baggage allowed, 150 pounds; excess baggage, $7.20 per 
100 pounds. Time from St. Paul and 1\Iinneapolis to 
San Francisco, 4 days and 3 nights. 

~linneapolis and St. Paul to Seattle, Portland, \·an
coYver and Victoria, B. C.-first-class, $50; second-class, 
$40; sleeper, $13.50; tourist car, $5; meals in dining car 
or at stations, according to route; baggage allowed, I 50 
pounds: excess baggage, $7.20 per hundred pounds. 
Time from ~linneapolis and St. Paul to Seattle and Port-



90 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

land, 63 hours; \' ancouver, 69 hours; Victoria, 75 hours . 
.New Orleans to San Francisco-first-class, $57.50; 

second-class, $47.50; sleeper, $13; tourist sleeper, $5; 
meals at stations, 75 cents each; excess baggage, $8.10 
per 100 pounds. Time from Xe\\' Orleans to San Fran
cisco, 4 clays and 4 nights. 

X ew Orleans to Seattle and Portland-first-class, 
$70.30; second-class, $52.50; sleeper, S18; tourist sleep
er, $6.50; meals in station, 75 cents: excess baggage, 
$10.30 per hundred pounds. Time, 5 days and 5 nights. 
The fare from X e\Y Orleans to \-ictoria, B. C.-first-class, 
$74.80; second-class, $55.50; excess baggage, $10.85 per 
100 pounds; sleepers and so forth, same as to Seattle. 

For purposes of getting up an estimate of the expense 
of railroad fare, the following rates are added: 

To San Francisco from Baltimore and \\'ashington
first-class, $78.50: second-class, $ 5 5; from Louisville, 
first-class, $64.10; second-class, :t;_:;.p o; from :-I em phis, 
first-class, $57.50; second-class, S--1-7.50; from Xashville, 
first-class, $60.35; second-class, $50.35; from Atlanta, 
first-class, $63.35; second-class, $53.35; from Charleston, 
first-class, $73.75; second-class. S63.75: from Philadel
phia, first-class, $90.25; no second-class; from Pittsburg, 
first-class, $73.25; second-class, $61; from Cincinnati, 
first-class, $66.50; second-class. $56.50. 

To Seattle and Portland from \\\1shington and Balti
more-first-class, $78.50; second-class. $65: from Louis
Yille, first-class. $65.50: second-class, $55.50; from ::\Iem
phi;;, first-class, $62: seconcl-cla;;~. $52; from X ash ville, 
first-class, $67: second-class, $5--1-; from Atlanta, first
class, $74.50; second-class, $60; from Charleston, first
class, $77.50; second-class, $67.50; from Philadelphia, 
first-class, $79.75: second-class. $67.25; from Pittsburg, 
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first-class, $7 3.25: second-class, ~<ir: from Cincinnati. 
first-class, $66.50; second-class, $56.50. 

Passengers from Baltimore and \Yashington cannot 
get tourists' sleepers until they reach Chicago or St. 
Louis. 

By the "back door" route gold-seekers will leave Chi
cago and go to St. Paul on any of the Chicago arnl St. 
Paul lines, and at St. Paul take the Canadian Pacific for 
Edmonton; first-class fare from Chicago to Edmonton, 
$63.75; second-class, S5c).-+S· Tourist sleeper from St. 
Paul, $4. 
~ o one should Yenture to set out for the Alaska dig

gings without a "parclner." The wore\ must not be con
founded ,Yith partner. Partner has a smart, business-like 
sound. It is precisely defined by la\\', and though it may 
hy courtesy involYe something of special favor, its equi
ties at last rest upon the decisions of courts without re
gar_d to sentiment. But a ''parclner" glories in sentiment. 
He expects to giYC his mate all that the la\\· requires and 
call that only a beginning. :\Ien may be chums in easy. 
prosperous times, says the St. Louis Globe-Dem
ocrat, but it is not until they pass together through 
a succession of dangers and hardships that they 
can become "parclners." Congeniality and implicit confi
dence are at the base of a "parclnership;" and for better 
or for worse the two men stand as one under all vicissi
tudes, doubling each other's joys and dividing sorrows 
and failures. If one falls by the way the other gives him 
more than the devotion of a brother. 

Gold mining eventually is a business conducted by 
large capital, but placer diggings afford an opening to 
any one who can stake and work a claim. The two "pard
ners" begin operations on the ground floor, share their 
discoveries, tent together, and cook for each other. Their 
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qualities and traits are complimentary. ''Pardners" are 
closer than messmates in the army or navy. The soldier 
or sailor is under the care of a bountiful provider. His 
food, clothes and shelter are furnished by the govern
ment, and his comings and goings are regulated by 
orrlers. "Pardners," on the other hand, must skirmish 
together from the start for subsistence and plans of oper
ation. They fight the battle of life for two under hazard
ous conditions, far from families and friends, satisfied, 
for the time being, with bare necessities. Under such 
a test "pardners" are forged as steel is forged. 

The literature of California is full of the "pardner" 
atmosphere. Bret Harte's tales would be tame without 
it. But "pardners" in that state, except as gray-beard 
survivors, are scarce now. They will be revived in 
Alaska, and experience far greater trials than they ever 
knew in the first Pacific commonwealth. Freezing and 
starvation were unknown in California. It is not likely 
that the mining camps in Alaska will permit any one to 
starve, but they have a regulation for shipping those lack
ing means or resources out of the country. In a com
munity of "pardners" a high sense of general humanity 
will prevail, but there must be prudence as to feeding 
drones during the long season when the lines of supply 
are interrupted. Alaska will furnish a great growth of 
friendship, with the "pardner" as its top flower. i( o man 
can utterly fail there who has a good "pardner," and is 
one. Among the glaciers and the frozen moss, where a 
blossom has never opened to the light, the lines of Holmes 
will take on a new beauty, teaching that "friendship ts 
the breathing rose that sweets in every fold." 



Tt·H: CHl('AUO R~l'OllD'S 

CHAPTER \. I. 

HINTS FOR PROSPECTORS AND 

MINERS. 

LO:\'DIKE GOLD 1s found all the 
way through a frozen deposit of sand, 
gravel and earth from twenty to twen
ty-five feet thick, resting on bed rock. 
This bed rock is said to be shale; depth 
unknown. :\ claim on El Dor·1do 
creek, a tributary of the Klondike, 
which paid its owner very handsome .. 
ly, is 80 feet from rimrock to rimrock, 

\Yith a frontage of 500 feet on the creek. After going 
through the soil and muck on the surface of the ground. 
a bed of gravel mixed with sand sixteen feet thick is 
iound. This rests upon a four-foot bed of fine and coarse 
gravel, which in turn rests on a ~tratum of fine gravel a 
foot and a half thick which tops a stratum. one and one
half feet of fine black sand. 

This black sand rests on bed rock, and is the "pay 
dirt" of the Klondike. The 16-foot bee! of gravel mixed 
with sane! paid the miner from 50 cents to $2 a pan; the 
4-foot bed of coarse gravel paid him from $2 to $5 a pan. 
The stratum of fine gravel beneath paid $1.25 a pan, and 
pay dirt yielded all the way from $5 to $50 a ton. The 
ground abon· bed rock is frozen, making it necessan· 
to resort to "firing" to soften the gravel and sand so ,h;t 
it can be lifted to the top. This is the character of the 
placer mines of the Klondike. 

But it is reported that ewry paying claim on the Klon-
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dike is taken. This means that many men \\'ho intend to 
go to the gold country in the far north in the spring of 
1898 must ··prospect" other places. The following pages 
are intended as a simple guide to "tenclerfeet,'' or as they 
are called in the Klondike country "chechacos.'' Ex
perienced prospectors and miners have little use ior 
guides of any kine!, but there are thousands of men who 
will see gold in the dirt for the first time in their Ii ves 
when they see it in Alaska or the :\'ortlrnTst territories. 

In prospecting a country for mineral, two men can do 
better than one. A "parclner" is a great help to an e-'.
perienced miner even though the "parclner'' himself 
doesn't know the difference bet\\Ten gold dust and iron 
pyrites-the "fool's gold." To a "tenderfoot," a "pard
ner" is absolutely necessary, even though the ''pardner" 
himself is another "tenderfoot," for two men are better 
than one under almost any combination of circumstances. 

Gold found in placer mines is free or natin' gold 
brought clown from the "mother Ioele'' by the action of 
running water or by the glaciers, which ages ago passed 
over the land. For this reason, in prospecting a country 
for mineral wealth, the sands and rocks of river beds, 
in dry creeks and gulches, and at the bottom of valleys 
should be searched and examined systematically and 
carefully. 

The prospector should observe the characteristics of 
loose rocks, found in ravines and gulches; in eddies or 
dry water holes where heavy matter is left during 
freshets, which are of frequent occurrence in a moun
tainous country; for holes, channels and fissures in solid 
rock, over which a stream runs or has run. 

If the bed of a river flowing through an open country, 
yields fine gold dust, it will probably yield larger dust or 
grains nearer the mountains or hills from \Yhich it flows; 
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if the bed of this river yields grains of gold, the tributar
ies near the source probably will yield nuggets, for tile 
heavy particles will sink and be caught in the beds of 
strnams and rivers first. Sometimes the richest deposits 
are found where the current has been broken by a change 
of descent or direction. 

In a stream \Yhich is known to be gold bearing the 
prospector will do ,wll to take notice of abrupt turns. If 
one side of the stream is a cliff and the other a gentle 
slope the latter may be found to be rich in gold deposits. 
Sometimes where there are several bends with slopes op
posite cliffs, the slopes will likely give up gold. 

The end of a mountain chain offers a likely site for al
luvial diggings. 

When alluvial ground is made up with rather loose 
gravel, mixed with boulders or lumps of rock, the gold, 
with other heavy substances, will be found underneath 
the bulk of the coarse deposits, either next to or near bPd 
rock, or mixed with clay. Thus it is wise to examine the 
earthy matter just over the bed rock. If clay is likely to 
contain gold it should be washed carefully. 

If the flow of water in a stream hinders digging op
eration, "back trenches" should be cut so that the water 
may flow through them, thus diverting the stream from 
the site of operation. This will lay the bed bare and the 
prospectors can easily remove large rocks or boulders 
looking for nuggets and wash the finer gravel with run
ning water. 

To detect free or native gold in rock, sand or gravel, the 
samples should be examined by means of a magnifying 
glass if the eye is insufficient. The particles of gold, if 
present, in the free state generally will be distinct enough 
whether wet or dry to be distinguished from discolored 
mica, iron or copper pyrites. 
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In whatever direction it is looked at gold presents the 
same color, and this is a guiding test to the prospector. 

A gold grain picked out from a rock or selected from 
sand or gravel can be flattened out by a hammer, and can 
be cut in slices. 

Those materials most likely to be mistaken for gold are 
reduced to powder ,Yhen pounded. 

Iron pyrites is too hard to be cut with a knife; copper 
pyrites when pounded makes a greenish powder. 

Pyrites ore when heated, smells of sulphur. 
Mica when .discolored, is frequently mistaken for gold 

when discovered by the ··tenderfoot;" but it is not easily 
cut and has a colorless streak and can thus be easily di~
tinguished from gold. 

It is much easier to distinguish pure or metallic gold in 
alluvial deposits than it is to certainly recognize it in rock. 
Gold frequently occurs as a fine powder, which even the 
magnifying glass \\·ill be unable to distinguish, and ~!so 
the grains, because of the presence of sulphur or arsenic, 
may be coated with a film which makes them unrecogniz
able to the eye; even making the gold incapable of amal
gamation with mercury until the material has been 
roasted or put through some process. The prospector 
in the Yukon district, however, will have little trouble in 
recognizing gold \\·hen he sees it, for it appears that the 
gold is large grained and easily distinguished. 

In addition to his "grub pack," the prospector must 
provide himself with the few appliances necessary to 
wash out the gold. He should have a shovel, hammer, 
pick and pan or horn spoon. The pan and horn spoon, 
and method of using them, are described hereafter. The 
hammer is used when prospecting for mineral veins or 
deposits other than alluvial. 

The presence of free gold in alluvial deposits, that i~ 
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in matter washed or carried down from higher ground, 
lloes not necessarily mean that anriferous lodes (gold 
bearing rock or quartz) are in the immediate vicinity 
but the chances are in favor of lodes being found on cl~~· 
vations of land near the alluvial deposit. 

It would be \\'ell, then, for the prospector who has 
found a "placer mine," to examine neighboring eleva
tions. 

In searching for mineral wim, the general geological 
features of the country should be studied. If any roa,l, 
are cut through, it would be well tu study the character 
of the exposed sections. Sides of valleys. landsli,k~. 
cliffs and sections cut through h_v water afford means to 
determine the character of the stratification. 

If the prospector finds stones or gravel in a valley 
which he believes are "likely" to go \\'ith gold, he should 
follow up the valley, gulch or riycr bed until he no longer 
finds such stones. Then he should search the hill ;,irks 
for the mother lode. 

Common sense is a good guide for a prospector, and 
when common sense suggests that "drifts" would form 
naturally, he may come across "out crops'' in the steep 
sides of gulleys and on ridges. 

An examination of the loose or "float" rocks on the 
sides of a hill or elevation often will enable the prospector 
to make a good "guess'' of the nature of an underground 
lode. The prospector then, in climbing hills, should look 
"all ways" for signs of veins, constantly keeping an out
look for the kind of rock \,·hie h is known to form t lie 
matrix (mineral associated \\·ith ore in a lode) of a min
eral vein. 

The matrices chiefly are quartz, fluor spar and cak 
spar; chiefly quartz. 

Quartz, at or near the surface of a Jude, uiten 1s a 
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stained brown, yellmr, purple, or other color, due to 
decomposed iron or copper pyrites, and frequently is 
honey-combed. Quartz scratches glass, but is not 
scratched by a file or knife blade. It is nearly pure 
silica. 

Fluor spar is purple, at times yellow, white, green or 
blue. It is soft. \\'hen heated in a dark place it gives 
out a phosphorescent glow. 

Cale spar is transparent or translucent. It effervesces 
when acted on by an acid. 

As quartz is nearly always the matrix of mineral veins, 
the prospector should look for it. 

Gold bearing quartz which has broken away from the 
lode, is generally honey-combed, and as gold withstands 
weather, the yellO\\. specks may be seen in the cells once 
filled with iron or copper pyrites, which have been 
"washed out'' in the course of years of exposure to the 
clements, leaving nothing behind but stains. 

One of the best "surface'' indications of a gold bearing 
lode, is honey-combed rock, brown \\·ith iron oxide. 

Having traced the brown stained, honey-combed rock 
up the hill to the rock from which it was broken, the 
prospector should dig a trench at right angles, if possible, 
to the lode, that he may examine its character; the nature 
of the vein; the non-metallic rock material in the lode; to 
find the upper or hanging wall, and the lower or foL)t
wall, and to ascertain the direction or "strike'' of the 
lode. 

He also should sink a "prospecting'' shaft a few feet be
low the bottom of his trench, to be certain of the inclina
tion of the lode. 

The probable dir :ction of the lode ascertained, the 
prospector can sink other shafts higher up or lower down 
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on the hill, or the other side of the valley, to test the 
continuity of the vein. 

If it is possible to take specimens of the ore to an assw 
office, it is best to do so, as much labor might be wasted 
on low grade ore which, to the eye, looks promising. 

But in out-of-the-way places, it is difficult to find 
assayers. It is possible, however, for the prospector to 
find, with approximate certainty, the value of his find if 
the metal in the ore is free gold. 

Hammer a quantity of the ore with water, until the ore 
is reduced to powder, add mercury to the powder; 
about one ounce of mercury to eight pounds of ore. J f 
possible add a little cyanide of potassium. Grind the 
whole mass until the gold and mercury form an amal
gam. Then pour in some water, and when the amalgam 
has settled to the bottom, pour off the lighter material, 
collect the amalgam, and squeeze it through a buckskin 
or canvas bag. Place the inass left in the bag on a shovel 
and hold the shovel over a fire. The heat will drive the 
mercury out, leaving the gold behind; then the prospector 
can "guess" the value of his find. 

Having found his gold mine, placer or lode, and being 
satisfied that it is worth holding and working, the pros
pector should "locate" and "file" his claim. 

If the "find" is on Canadian soil, he must proceed ac
cording to the rules and regulations laid clown by the 
Canadian authorities. (See Canadian mining laws in this 
book.) 

If the placer or lode is in Alaska, the regulations of the 
United States land office department must be observed. 
These regulations are based on the lJ nited States 
"mineral laws." (See United States mining laws in this 
book.) The process is as follows: 

A correct survey of the claim must be made under 
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authority of the survey-general of the state or territory 
in which the claim lies. 

The survey must shmY with accuracy the exterio:
boundaries of the claim. 

Boundaries must be distinctly marked by monumeHts 
on the ground. 

Four plats and one copy of the original field notes, in 
each case, will be prepared by the surveyor-general: one 
plat and the original field notes, to be retained in the 
office of the surveyor-general; one copy of the plat to be 
given the claimant for posting upon the claim, one plat 
and a copy of the field notes to be given the claimant for 
filing \\·ith the proper register, to be finally transmitted by 
that officer, \\·ith other papers in the case, to this office, 
and one plat to be sent by the surveyor-general to the 
register of the proper land district to be retained on his 
files for future reference. 

The claimant must post a copy of t11e plat of the sun·ey 
in a conspicuous place upon the claim, together with 
notice of his intention to apply for a patent. 

This notice must give the elate of posting, the name of 
the claimant, the name of the claim, mine, or lode: the 
mining district and county: whether the location is of 
record, ancl. if so. where the record may be found: the 
rnunber of feet claimed along the vein, and the presumed 
direction thereof; the number of feet claimed on the lode 
in each direction from the point of discm·cry. or other 
well-definecl place on the claim; the name or names of ad
joining claimants on the same or other lodes: or, if none 
adjoin, the names of the nearest claims. etc. 

After posting the plat and notice upon the premises, 
the claimant must file \Yith the proper register and re
ceiver a copy of such plat, and the field notes of survey of 
the claim, accompanied hy the affi(\avit of at least two 
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credible witnesses, that such plat and notice are posted 
conspicuously upon the claim, giving the elate and pla-::e 
of such posting; a copy of the notice so posted to be at
tached to, and form a part of the affidavit. 

Accompanying the field notes so filed must be the 
sworn statement of the claimant, that he has the posscs
sory right to the premises therein described, in virtue of 
a compliance by himself (and by his grantors, if he claims 
by purchase) with the mining rules, regulations, and cus
toms of the mining district, state or territory in which the 
claim lies, and with the mining la,,·s of congress; such 
s,rnrn statement to narrate briefly, but as clearly as 
possible, the facts constituting such compliance, the 
origin of his possession, and the basis of his claim to a 
patent. 

This affidavit should be supported by appropriate evi
dence from the mining recorder's office as to his posses
sory right, as follows, viz.: \\'here he claims to be the 
locator, or a locator in company ,Yith others ,\·ho have 
since conveyed their interest in the location to him, a "ull, 
true, and correct copy of such location should be fur
nished, as the same appears upon the mining records; 
such copy to be attested by the seal of the recorder, or if 
he has no seal, then he should make oath to the same be
ing correct, as shown by his records. \\'here the appli
cant claims only as a purchaser for valuable considcra
tion, a copy of the location record must be filed under 
seal or upon oath as aforesaid, ,\·ith an abstract of title 
from the proper recorder, under seal or oath as aforesaid, 
brought down as near as practicable to date of filing the 
application, tracing the right of possession by a continu
ous chain of conveyances from the original locators to the 
applicant, also certifying that no conveyances affecting
the title to the claim in question appear of record in his 

7 
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office other than those set forth in the accompanying ab
stract. 

In the event of the mining records in any case having 
been destroyed by fire or otherwise lost, affidavit of the 
fact should be made, and secondary evidence of poss:~
sory title "·ill be received, \Yhich may consist of the 
a..ffidavit of the claimant, supported by those of any otha 
parties cognizant of the facts relative to his location, oc
cupancy, possession, improvement, etc.; and in such case 
of lost records, any deeds, certificates of location or pur
chase, or other evidence which may be in the claimant's 
possession and tend to establish his claim, should be filed. 

V pon the receipt of these papers the register ,vili, at 
the expense of the claimant (who must furnish the agree
ment of the publisher to hold applicant for patent alone 
responsible for charges of publication), publish a notice 
of such application for the period of sixty days in a news
paper published nearest to the claim, and \\·ill post a .::opy 
of such notice in his office for the same period. \\"hen a 
·;otice is published in a \\·eekly newspaper ten consecutive 
:1~. rt ions are necessary; when in a daily newspaper the 

.:ot:c.:: must appear in each issue for sixty-one consecu
i,·c issues, the first clay of issue being excluded in esti
,tt',1g tLe period of sixty days. 
'i'l e notices so published and posted must be as full 
· ion:pL te as possible, and embrace all the data given 
t'..e notice posted upon the claim. 
Too n;t:ch care cannot be exercised in the preparation 

of these notices, inasmuch as upon their accuracy and 
con'pletcness will depend, in a great measure, the reg
ularity and validity of the \\·hole proceeding. 

Tl:c cla:rnant, either at the time of filing these )*lpen: 
with the register or at any time during the sixty days' 
publication, is required to file a ~ertificate of the ?urveyor• 
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general that not less than $500 worth oi labor has been 
expended or improvements made upon the claim hy the 
applicant or his grantors; that the plat filed by the claim
ant is correct: that the field notes of the stirH')', as filed, 
furnish such an accurate description of the claim as \\·ill, 
if incorporated into a patent, serve to fully identify the 
premises, and that such reference is made therein to 
natural objects or permanent monuments as will per
petuate and fix the /oms thereof. 

After the sixty days' period of newspaper publication 
has expired, the claimant will furnish from the office of 
publication a sworn statement that the notice was pub
lished for the statutory period, giving the first and last 
day of such publication. and his own affidavit showing 
that the plat and notice aforesaid remained conspicuou~ly 
posted upon the claim sought to be patented during said 
sixty clays' publication, giying the dates. 

"Cpon the filing of this affidavit the register will, if no 
adverse claim was filed in his office during the period of 
publication, permit the claimant to pay for the land ac
cording to the area given in the plat and field notes of 
suryey aforesaid, at the rate of $5 for each acre, and $5 
for each fractional part of an acre, the receiver issuing the 
usual duplicate receipt therefor. The claimant \\·ill also 
make a s\\"Orn statement of all charges and fees paid by 
him for publication and surnys. together \Yit h all fees 
and money paid the register and receiver of the land 
office; after which the whole matter will be forwarded to 
the commissioner of the general land office and a patent 
issued thereon if found regular. 

The gold digger's "pan"' resembles a frying pan minus 
the handle. It is generally circular in form. from IO to 
14 inches in diameter at the bottom, flaring out at the top 
to a diameter three or four inches wider. The sides arc 
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about five inches deep. The pans are made of copper, 
pressed steel, sheet iron or stout tin-plate, preferably 
pressed steel or copper. 

In using the pans a quantity of the dirt to be washed, 
say two shovelfuls, is placed in the pan. The pan 
should not be filled more than two-thirds of its capacity. 
The pan \Yith its contents is then immersed in water either 
in a hole or a stream of such a depth that the miner can 
easily reach the pan \\·ith his hand while it rests on the 
bottom. The mass in the pan is stirred up with both 
hands so that enry particle of it may become thoroughly 
mixed \Yith the water and disintegrated. 

\\'hen the dirt has become thoroughly soaked and 
softened by the water so that it is a thin pasty mass, the 
pan is taken in both hands, one on either side, and a little 
inside of its greatest diameter, that is to say about half 
\Yay up from the bottom to the top. Then without tak
ing it from the \\·atcr it is held in the hand not quite level, 
but tipped somewhat a\Yay from the person. 

\\'hen in this position it is shaken so as to allow the 
water to disengage all the light earthy particles and carry 
them a,rny. \\'hen this has been done there will be left 
in the pan gold dust, gold nuggets, heayy sand, lumps of 
clay and gravel stone. The gravel stones generally ac
cumulate on the surface and can be picked off by hand 
and thrown aside. The lumps of clay should be crumbled 
and reduced by rubbing and "mashing." so as to be 
carried off by the \,·ater the next time the pan is placed in 
the water. 

This operation, simple as it appears, really requires 
considerable skill, which only can rnme by practice. A 
neat turn of the \\Ti,;t, ancl a certain oscillating motion so 
as to gi\'e somewhat of a whirlpool effect to the \Yater in 
the pan are required to cause the muc.hly matter tu escape 
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in driblets over the depressed edge of the pan without 
sending the lighter portions of the gold after them. Fre
quently the prospector washes out his gold by poming 
in water on top of the dirt in his pan, and then shaking it 
so that the muddy material drips clo\\'n on to the ground. 
But old prospectors say that the best results can be ob
tained by panning under water. 

At last nothing remains in the pan but the gold dust, 
,vith usually some heavy black sand and a little earthy 
matter. A careful washing in plenty of clean water will 
remon the earthy matter completely; but the heavy iron 
sand cannot be got rid of without the use of a magnet, 
mercury or blowing. 

Few prospectors, however, carry magnets around with 
them. If the gold dust is very fine and mercurv is ob
tainable, it is a good plan to put a couple of pounds of 
mercury in a bucket of water, and pour in the mixed gold 
dust and black sand. The gold will amagamate \\'ith the 
mercury, and can be secured afterwards by squeezing the 
amalgam through buckskin. 

A process ,vhich proved very effective is heating the 
gold and sand on a shovel until the mass is perfectly dry. 
The sand then is blown away from the gold, and by care
fully regulating the force of the blast, either from the 
breath of the operator or from a small pair of bellows, all 
of the sand can be blown away, leaving the gold behind. 

The horn-spoon is a very simple confrivance used in 
some places by prospectors instead of a pan. It is made 
by cutting a piece obliquely out of a large ox horn, so as 
to give a length of from 8 to IO inches, ,vith an opening 
about 3 inches across. The horn is then scraped clown 
to a suitable thickness. In selecting the horn for this 
purpose it is best to use one that is black at one end, :is 
the gold can be seen more readily against a black surface. 
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The horn-spoon is a most useful contrivance, for it is 
light and durable and will not take on grease, which 
would prevent perfect contact of the \\·ater on its surface. 

The pan is used where the \Yater supply is insufficient 
for a cradle. This apparatus is so called because it bears 
in its out\rarcl form a resemblance to an ordinary nursery 
cradle. It rests on a pair of rockers, and is made to 
oscillate just as a cradle is rocked. The cradle generally 
is about --1-0 inches long, 20 inches \Yicle and the back end 
rises to the height of I 5 inches to 2 feet. The sideboards 
of the cradle slope clown from the height of the back 
board to about a couple of inches at the month. 

A movable riddle, or hopper, 20 inches square and 6 
inches deep, \\·ith a bottom of sheet iron perforated closely 
with holes one-half inch in diameter, fits neatly and 
snugly in the top of the cradle. Below the grating an 
apron made of cam·as, cluck, a piece of blanket, or some 
other suitable material, depending upon t!1e material 
,,·hich the prospector has at hand, is stretched on a frame 
\,VOrk. The apron or curtain slopes down from the mouth 
of the cradle towards the bottom of the back board, and 
rests on fillets nailed on the sideboards. 

On the bottom of the cradle 2 pieces of wood are nailed 
from one side to the other, called riffle-bars, each about 
three-quarters of an inch high. One riffle-bar is nailed 
about the middle of the cradle and the other near the 
outer edge. The whole apparatus stands on rockers, 
which are cut in a crescent shape, so that the cradle ,,vill 
rock from side to side. 

In practice the pay dirt is thrown into the riddle. If 
the miner is working alone he pours water over the dirt 
with one hand and rocks his apparatus with the other. 
Generally, ho\\·ever, miners \York in pairs; one pours and 
the other rocks. · The rocking stirs up the pay dirt in the 
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ricldlc ancl the disintegrated rna~s drops through the holes 
at the bottom of the riddle, ancl falling on the apron, is 
carried to the back encl of the cradle ancl thence along the 
floor, the water carrying it over the riffle-bars and out of 
the mouth. 

The cradle is placed so that the hopper end is 
about 2} inches higher than the mouth end. Almost 
all pay dirt contains gravel and stone of various sizes. 
Those which are small enough to pass through the holes 
in the riddle \\·ill drop through. The larger ones, which 
are retained in the riddle, must be picked out by hand an,l 
thrown aside. without, however, stopping the rocking of 
the cra<lk It is a good thing to leave the small graYel 
\Yhich has dropped through, to remain on the floor of the 
cradle, because they will help the process of breaking up 
the earthy matter found in the gravel. \ \'hen the hopper 
has become filled with stones, and all washed clean, they 
are tipped out and carefully examined for any nuggets of 
gold that may be mixed up with them. A certain pro
portion of very fine gold <lust \\ill be caught and held by 
ihe hairs and fibers of the cloth in the apron, and larger 
particles of gold will collect behind the riffle-bars on the 
bed of the cradle. 

Two or three times a day, depending of cours~ upon 
the nature and richness of the pay dirt, the cradl.e must 
be cleaned up. The hopper is takenout so that the apron 
can be withdrawn. The apron is then \\·a:,;hed in a bucket 
or some other receptacle containing clean water. This 
11 ill dislodge the gold dust held in the fiber or hair of the 
apron, and it can be recovered from the bottom of the 
vessel. The gold and other material which has been 
caught by the riffle-bars are scraped out with an iron 
spoon. 

The scrapings are put in a pan, and the gold then is 
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panned out. As water weighs much more than the pay 
dirt to the bucket, the pay dirt generally is brought to 
the place where the water is, ,,·here it is not possible to let 
the water flow to the pay dirt by gravity. The cradle 
should be set far enough back from the source of the 
water supply so as to provide sufficient fall and outlet for 
the "pailings:' A little pit or well sometimes is dug to 
serve as a reservoir near at hand for the miner to ladle out 
his water. If it is possible, water should be conveyed to 
the hopper through a trough, made by t\rn boards nailed 
together ''\"'' shaped. One man working alone can ,nsh 
from l to 3 cubic yards of pay dirt a day, depending upon 
the clayey nature of the dirt. It is better, hm,·e,Tr, for 
two men to work together, as they can do more than twice 
the work of one man. 

Cradling is neither economical nor expeditious . .\luch 
fine gold is lost by its use, but it is cheap, requires little 
water and is portable. It is not advisable to use mercury 
in the cradle. The "long tom" is an improvement on 
the cradle. It consists of two troughs or boxes. A Cali
fornian "tom" is about 12 feet long, 20 inches wide at the 
upper end, and 30 inches wide at the mouth. It is sup
ported on stones or logs, and is worked by two to four 
men, according to the nature of the pay dirt and the 
supply of water. The apparatus is used only where ,,·atcr 
can be brought to it, so that a constant flow is secured. 

The spout or water trough leads the water into the 
upper box or "tom" proper. The lower end of this box 
is cut oft obliquely, and the mouth is stopped by a sheet 
of iron perforated closely with holes about a half inch in 
diameter. The "tom" slants on an angle so that the 
upper or spout end is 12 inches higher than the lower or 
grating end. The riffle-box, which like the "tom·· is 
made of rough plank, is placed so that the mass of water. 
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sand, fine gravel, clay, and gold falls into its upper en,! 
through the perforations in the grating. 

From 5 to 7 riffle-bars are nailed on the bottom of the 
riffle-box, and the box is placed on an incline sufficient to 
allow the \\'ater passing over it to carry off the light 
earthy and clayey materials, leaving the gold encased ia 
the fine mud \\'hich \Yill form on the bottom. In some 
cases a little mercury is placed behind the riffle-bars to as
sist in holding the gold, and occasionally a series of blan
ket aprons are used to catch the fine gold that will go 
through ,Yith the tailings. 

The stream of water flo\\'s continuously. The dirt is 
thrmn1 into the "tom" or upper trough by one man, while 
his partner stirs it about \\'ith a square edged shovel or a 
blunt pronged fork. The floor of the ''tom" is covered 
with sheet-iron, tin, or any sheet metal ,Yhich may be at 
hand, to save wear and tear of the floor. The grating 
prevents the heavy stones and gravel from passing 
through. The "long toms" are cleaned up periodically, 
and the gold or amalgam, in case mercury is used, i~ 
panned out. 

Sluices can be used only where there is an abundant 
supply of water. Sluices are of two kinds; the box-sluice, 
which is raised above the surface necessitating the rais
ing of pay dirt into them; the ground sluice, which is 
generally sunk belmY the surface. The box-sluice is a 
long wooden trough or a series of troughs, Yarying from 
50 feet to several thousand feet in length. The width is 
never less than 12 inches, nor more than 60 inches; 
generally 16 to 18 inches. The height of the sides varies 
from 8 to 12 inches. 

A sluice is made up in sections, each from 12 to I..J. feet 
long. Each section is built of one and an inch rough 
plank, and one end is made wider than the other so that 
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the sections can be fitted or telescoped into each other 
as a stovepipe is made up. The troughs rest on trestles 
and are clown grade all the \Yay from pay dirt. The slant 
or incline varies from 8 to 18 inches for every running 
foot of trough. A fall of 8 inches is called an "8-inch 
grade," IO inches a IO-inch grade. The shorter the sluice 
the smaller the grade should be, as there is more clanger 
or fine gold being lost in a short than in a long sluice. 

The nature of the ground, the supply of water and the 
character of the material in \\·hich the gold is found must 
determine the grade of the sluice. If the clay is tough 
and balls easily, the grade should be steep. In general 
it may be said the steeper the grade the more quickly the 
dirt is dissolved in the ,rnter. But at the same time the 
force of the water is more likely to carry away the fine 
gold. 

Ordinary pay dirt generally is completely dissolved 
in a moderately low grade sluice in the first 200 feet of 
flow. Any extra length added to this is useful only to 
catch the finer gold. In such case this length is of a 
much lmYer grade, that is, less slanting than the working· 
part of the sluice. \\'hen the incline of a sluice is slight 
gold is easily caught, and much of it will be caught on the 
smooth floor of the sluice without the aid of riffle-bars. 
\\'here there are plenty of stones, a number of them may 
be placed at the mouth of each section of a sluice to pre
vent the bottom from being "run bare." 

Generally, however, a false bottom is used in the sluice, 
designed not only to catch, but to save the wear and tear' 
on the floor of the sluice itself. In California false bot
toms are made of riffle-bars, which run lengtlrn·ise with 
the sluice about 6 feet long, 3 to 7 inches wide and 2 to 4 
inches thick; 2 sets for each length of slui<;e. They are 
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kept in place by cross-pieces, \\'hich \\'edge them down 
against the side of the trough. 

The false bottoms are not nailed do\\'n to the sluice as 
they mu,-t he removed at every cleaning up. The gold 
ancl other hean material fall th~ough this false floor sink
ing through the lighter material to the box floor. A 
modification of the false bottom is the block and zig-zag 
riffles. False bottoms generally wear a,Yay in a week 
or less if there is a great quantity of pebbles and boulders 
in the pay dirt. 

\\'here such material is handled it is best to use bJ.ock 
riffles. The ,mod for block riffles is cut across the grain 
so that the fibers stand upright in the sluice box, as in the 
tree. Zig-zag riffles consist of bars which are nailed to 
the bottom of the sluice at an angle of 45 degrees to the 
side. reaching diagonally across to \\·ithin an inch of the 
other side. Such gold and heayy materials as are not 
completely caught in this zig-zag course are caught \\'ith 
a supplemental stretch of ordinary longitudinal riffles. 

A ground sluice is nothing more nor less than a gutter 
or ditch excavated in the ground, and it is only used \\·hen 
lumber cannot be obtained for making a board sluice or 
\\·hen the amount of ,.vater available is not sufficient for 
a continuous supply for a box sluice. It sometimes 
happens that a heaYy fall of rain will furnish a head of 
\\'ater for a short time, but not long enough to pay for 
building a box sluice. l,Tnder such conditions the miner 
resorts to the ground sluice, provided he has enough 
fall and outlet for the tailings. 

A ground sluice will use up 6 times as much water as a 
box sluice to do the same amount of \\'ork. The gutter 
is formed partly by taking the stream through it, assisted 
by loosening the earth \Yith a pick; when the gutter is 
made the pay dirt is eitiier washed into it by the stream it-
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self or carried by the miners. If the miner is fortunate 
enough to have a hard and uneven bed rock for the bot
tom of his ground sluice, the rough floor \\'ill be enough. 
in itself, to hold the gold, but boulders and heavy stone:~. 
too large to be moved by the ,,·atcr, can be thro\\'n in hap
hazard on the bottom of the ground sluice to take the 
place of riffle-bars. Of course no mercury is used. 

The process of cleaning up a ground sluice is started by 
diverting the \\'ater from the channel. Then the gold 
\\'ith its sand is collected and is panned out or else washed 

. through a cradle or a "long tom," or a short box-sluice. 
Riffle-bars. boulders and blankeb will catch a large 

percentage of gold in pay dirt; probably all of the heavy 
part of gold, but a large amount of fine gold would es
cape \\'ere it not for the use of mercury. -:\fercury acts 
upon gold as a magnet does upon iron. -:\Iercury in the 
presence of gold forms an amalgam. It is used in sluices 
in various way,;. \ \'hen zig-zag riffle-bars are used, a 
vessel containing quicksih-cr is placed near the head 
of the sluice. A tiny hole in tl{e vessel permits the mer
cnry to escape in minute portions. It trickles clown from 
riffle to ,riffle, overtakes the gold and forms an amalgam, 
which is caught in the longitudinal riffles near the end of 
the sluices. 

In the ordinary sluice, \\'here the riffle-bars are placed 
length\\'ise, mercury is poured in at the head of the sluice 
about two hours after the ,vashing is started. The mer
cury finds its \\'ay down slmdy, but remains generally 
in the upper boxes. On this account small portions are 
introduced at intervals lower down; the amount being in
creased according to the amount of fine gold present. 

Where the gold is exceedingly fine copper plates arc 
used. A plate will measure 3 feet ,,·ide and 6 feet long, 
and sometimes the stream is divided and carried over 
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several plates. The plate is placed nearly level and at a 
good distance from the head of the sluice, as it is used 
only for catching the finest gold dust. A sheet-iron 
screen, perforated with slits one-half inch long and a 
sixteenth of an inch wide, is placed in front of the copper 
plate, so that only the finest particles of gold ,,·ill pass 
over the plate. 

The copper is amalgamated as follows: A weak nilric 
acid is washed over the upper surface, and then some 
mercury, which has been treated with dilute nitric acid to 
form a little nitrate of mercury. is applied on the surface 
of the copper. If this amalgamation is ,Yell performed 
once it need not be repeated, as it ,,·ill only require some 
fresh mercury to be dropped on it as fast as the gold con
verts it into amalgam. The flow of water should be slo,,· 
and shallow so that every bit of gold can come in con
tact with the face of the plate. 

Sometimes a newly amalgamated plate becomes coated 
with a green slime ( clue to the formation of subsalts of 
copper), and then is incapable of absorbing the gold. 
This slime must be scraped off carefully. and the scraped 
spots must be rubbed with fresh mercury. To remove 
the amalgam, the plate is taken up and heated to a degree 
which will make the copper plate uncomfortably warm. 
This will soften and loosen the amalgam, which then can 
be easily scraped off. The copper is then allowed to cool 
and again is rubbed ,,·ith a little ordinary mercury. The 
copper should not be less than one-sixteenth of an inch 
thick, and as the mercury makes it brittle as 'glass it must 
be handled with considerable care. 

The process of cleaning of gold, mercury and amalgam 
caught in a sluice is as follows: Cleaning up generally 
is effected after eyery 6 or 7 days' run. The miner, when 
he is ready to clean up, stops feeding in pay dirt, but kts 
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the ,,·ater run through the sluice boxes until it comes out 
in a clear stream. Beginning at the head of the sluice the 
first 5 or 6 sets of riffle-bars are lifted out of the boxes. 
Some of the dirt ,,·ill be dislodged. This is washed down 
into the next set of boxes and the mass of hcayy gold, and 
black sand and clay, or other materials caught in the first 
set of boxes, is scraped out ,,·ith a spoon. The next sets 
then are treated the same way and so on until the end of 
the sluice. 

The amalgam and mercury taken out are placed in a 
buckskin or canvas bag-, \Yhere it is subjected to pres
sure; either squeezed between the hands or placed under 
a \\'eight. The excess of mercury will be forced through 
the pores of buckskin or canns into a vessel placed be
neath to catch it. The amalgam remaining is sponge
like in texture and is largely pure gold. The gold i;; 
separated from the amalgam and the mercury by plac
ing the amalgam in a retort and subjecting it to the heat. 

The California pump was used with great success by 
placer miners in the golden state. It is what might be 
called a chain pump. A rectangular box IO inches wide 
and 3 inches high inside measurement. and from IO to 30 
feet long, is traversed by an endless flexible belt or band 
of canvas. On one side of the belt pieces of wood, just 
enough smaller than the inside of the box to permit clear
ance, are nailed to the canvas. At the lower encl of the 
box, \\'hich dipped into the water, is a roller around \Yhich 
the belt passes. At the upper end the belt passes around 
a second roller or drum, \Yhich is made to revolve by a 
crank. 

The faces of the blocks, which are called buckets or 
suckers, are covered ,dth ieather which projects some .. 
what beyond the edges of the wood. In operation the 
miner causes the drum at the upper end of the box to re-
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niln'. This puts the canvas belt in motion and the 
buckets, catching the water of the stream, carry it up 
through the ,rnter-box, emptying it out into the reservoir 
or cradle, "!ong tom" or short box-sluice. Such pumps 
arc exceedingly useful where the gold-bearing earth is 
high up on the banks of a ravine or in the side of a gulch. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

UNITED STATES MINING LAWS. 

LA.'\D district of Alaska \\'as created 
by act of congress ~Iay 17, 1884, and 
the land commissioner \\'as made ex
officio register of the land office; and 
the marshal of the district \\'as made 
ex-officio stir,·eyor-general of the 
district. That portion of the act pro-
Yiding a ci,·il goYernment in :\laska, 

\\·hich is of direct interest to gold seekers in Alaska, reads 
as follows: 

"~cc. 8. That the said district of Alaska is hereby cre
ated a land district, and a Cnited ~tates land office for 
said district is hereby located at Sitka. The commissioner 
provided for by this act to reside at Sitka shall be ex-offi
cio register of said land office, and the clerk provided for 
by this act shall be ex-officio receiyer of public moneys. 
and the marshal provided for by this act shall be ex-officio 
surveyor-general of said district, and the laws of the 
Cnited States relating to mining claims, and the rights 
incident thereto, shall, from and after the passage of this 
act, be in full force and effect in said district, under the 
administration thereof herein provided for, subject to 
such regulations as may be made by the secretary of the 
interior, approved by the president: Prm·ided, That the 
Indians or other persons in said district shall not be dis
turbed in the possession of any lands actually in their use 
or occupation or no\\· claimed by them, but the terms 
under ,Yhich such persons may acquire title to such lands 

8 
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is reserved for future legislation by congress: And pro
vided further, That parties ,vho have located mines or 
mineral privileges therein under the laws of the United 
~tates applicable to the public domain, or who han oc
cupied and improved or exercised acts of ownership over 
such claims, shall not be disturbed therein, but shall be 
allowed to perfect their title to such claims by payment 
as aforesaid: And provided also, That the land not ex
ceeding six hundred and forty acres at any station now 
occupied as missionary stations among the Indian tribes 
in said section, with the improvements thereon erected 
by or for such societies, shall be continued in the occu
pancy of the several religious societies to which said mis
sionary stations respectinly belong until action by 
congress. But nothing contained in this act shall be con
strued to put in force in said district the general laws of 
the ·cnited States." 

Land office regulations providing for the administra
tion of the mining laws. as prescribed by the regulations 
of the land office, will be adopted for and extended to 
Alaska as far as applicable. 

l:nder section 2318 of the l:nited States law, all lands, 
valuable for minerals, are reserved from sale, except as 
otherwise expressly directed by la\\·. 

License to explore, occupy and purchase mineral lands 
is authorized as follows: 

"~cc. 2319. All n.luable mineral deposits in lands be
longing to the V nited States, both sl1n-eyed and unsur
vcyecl, are hereby declared to be free and open to explora
tion and purchase, and the lands in which they are found 
to occupation and purchase, hy citizens of the Unit eel 
States and those who have declared their intention to be
come such, under regulations prescribed by la,v. and ac
cording to the local customs or rules of miners in the 
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several mining districts, so far as the same arc applicable 
and not inconsistent with the laws of the l:nited States." 

Locators must show proof of citizenship or an inten
tion to become citizens. This may be done as provided 
in the following section: 

"Sec. 2321. Proof of citizenship, under this chapter, 
may consist, in the case of an individual, of his own affi
davit thereof; in the case of an association of persons 
unincorporated, of the affidavit of their authorized agent, 
made on his own knowledge, or upon information and be
lief; and in the case of a corporation organized under the 
laws of the United ~tates, or of any state or territory 
thereof, by the filing- of a certified copy of their charter or 
certificate of incorporation." 

The Supreme Court of the C nited States has defined 
the term "placer claim" as "Ground ,vithin defined boun
daries which contains mineral in its earth, sand or gravel; 
ground that includes valuable deposits not in place, that 
is, not fixed in rock, but \\·hich are in a loose state, and 
may in most cases be collected by \\·ashing or amalgama
tion "·ithout milling." 

The section relating to "placer claims" defines "placer" 
as follmvs: 

"Section 2329. Claims usually called 'placer,' including 
all forms of deposits, excepting veins of quartz, or other 
rock in place, shall be subject to entry and patent, under 
like circumstances and conditions, and upon similar pro
ceedings, as are provided for vein or Ioele claims; but 
where the lands have been previously surveyed by the 
l; nitecl States, the entry in its exterior limits shall con
form to the legal subdivisions of the public lands." 

In locating "placer claims'' the law provides that no 
location of such claim upon surveyed ground shall in
clude more than t,venty acres for each individual claim-
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ant, The Supreme Court, however, has held that one 
individual can hold as many locations as he can purchase 
and rely upon his possessory title; that a separate patent 
for each location is unnecessary. The -C nited States la,,· 
relating to placer claims reads as follows: 

"Section 2329. Claims usually called 'placer,' including 
ing all forms of deposit, excepting veins of quartz, or 
other rock in place, shall be subject to entry and patent, 
under like circumstances and conditions, and upon sim
ilar proceedings, as are prO\·ided for vein or lode claims; 
but where the lands ha\'c been prc\'iously surveyed by 
the -C nited States. the entn- in its exterior limits shall 
conform to the legal subdi\'isions of the public lands." 

"Section 2330. Legal subdivisions of forty acres may 
be subdivided into ten-acre tracts: and two or more per
sons. or associations of persons. having contiguous 
claims of any size, although such claims may be less tha11 
ten acres each, may make joint entry thereof: but no 
location of a placer-claim, made after the ninth clay of 
July, eighteen hundred and seventy, shall exceed one 
hundred and sixty acres for any one person or associa
tion of persons, which location shall conform to the 
l; nited States surveys; and nothing in this section con
tained shall defeat or impair any bona fide pre-emption 
or homestead claim upon agricultural lands, or author
ize the sale of the improvements of any bona fide settler 
to any purchaser." 

"Section 2331. \\"here placer-claims are upon sur
veyed lands, and conform to legal subdi\'isions, no further 
survey or pl_at shall be required, and all placer-mining 
claims located after the tenth day of :\lay. eighteen hun
dred and se,·enty-two, shall conform as near as prac
ticable \Yith the United States system of public-land sur
wys, and the rectangular subdivisions of such sun-cys, 
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and no such location shall include more than t\\'cnty acres 
for each individual claimant; but where placer-claims 
can not be conformed to legal subdivisions, survey and 
plat shall be made as on unsurveyed lands; and where 
Ly the segregation of mineral lands in any legal subdi
vision a quantity of agricultural land less than forty acres 
remains, such fractional portions of agricultural land may 
be entered by any party qualified by la\\', for homestead 
or pre-emption purposes." 

The following section relates to ·the application for a 
patent for lode and placer claims: 

"Section 2335. :\. patent for any land claimed and 
located for valuable deposih may be obtained in the fol
lowing manner: Any person, association, or corporation 
authorized to locate a claim under this chapter, having 
claimed ancl located a piece of land for such purposes, 
who has, or ha,·e, complied with the terms of this chap
ter, may file in the proper land-office an application for 
a patent, under oath, shm\'ing such compliance, together 
with a plat ancl field-notes of the claim or claims in com
mon, made by or under the direction of the l'nited States 
surveyor-general, showing accurately the boundaries of 
the claim or claims, which shall be distinctly marked by 
monuments on the ground, ancl shall post a copy of such 
plat, together with a notice of such application for a 
patent, in a conspicuous place on the land embraced in 
such pla-t previous to the filing of the application for a 
patent, and shall file an affidavit of at least two persons 
that such notice has been duly posted, and shall file a 
copy of the notice in such land office, ancl shall thereupon 
be entitled to a patent for the land in the manner follow
ing: The register of the land office, upon the filing of 
such application, plat, field notes, notices, and affidavits, 
shall publish a notice that such application has been 
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made, for the period of sixty days, in a newspaper to be 
by him designated as published nearest to such claim; 
and he shall also post such notjce in his office for the 
same period. The claimant at the time of filing this 
application, or at any time thereafter, within the sixty 
days of publication, shall file with the register a certifi
cate of the United States surveyor-general that five hun
dred dollars' worth of labor has been expended or im
provements made upon the claim by himself or grantors; 
that the plat is correct, with such further description by 
such reference to natural objects or permanent monu
ments as shall identify the claim, and furnish an accurate 
description, to be incorporated in the patent. At the 
expiration of the sixty days of publication the claimant 
shall file his affidavit. shmving that the plat and notice 
have been posted in a conspicuous place on the claim dur
ing such period of publication. If no adverse claim shall 
have been filed with the register and the receiver of the 
proper land-office at the expiration of the sixty days of 
publication, it shall be assumed that the applicant is 
entitled to a patent, upon the payment to the proper offi
cer of five dollars per acre, and that no adverse claim 
exists; and thereafter no objection from third parties 
to the issuance of a patent shall be heard, except it be 
shown that the applicant has failed to comply ,vith the 
terms of this chapter." 

Locators on placer claims which contain lodes are 
brought "·ithin the provisions of the following section: 

''Section 2333. \ Vhere the same person, association, 
or corporation is in possession of a placer claim, and also 
a vein or lode included within the boundaries thereof, 
application shall be made for a patent for the placer claim, 
with the statement that it includes such vein or Ioele, and 
in such case a patent shall issue for a placer claim, sub-
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ject to the provisions of this chapter, including such vein 
or Ioele, upon the payment of five dollars per acre for 
such nin or Ioele claim, and t\renty-five feet of surface 
on each side thereof. The remainder of the placer claim, 
or any placer claim not embracing any vein or lode claim, 
shall be paid for at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents 
per acre, together with all costs of proceedings; and 
where a vein or Ioele, such as is described in section 
2320 is known to exist within the boundaries of a placer 
claim, an application for a patent for such placer claim 
which does not include an application for the vein or lode 
claim shall be construed as a conclusive declaration that 
the claimant of the placer claim has no right of possession 
of the vein or lode claim; but where the existence, of a 
vein or lode in a placer claim is not known, a patent 
for the placer claim shall convey all valuable mineral and 
other deposits within the boundaries thereof." 

The Janel office regulations relating to pl.acer claims 
containing lodes read as follows: 

"Applicants for patent to a placer claim who are also 
in possession of a known vein or lode included therein 
must state in their application that the placer includes 
such vein or lode. The published and posted notices 
must also include such statement. If veins or lodes lying 
,,·ithin a placer location are owned by other parties the 
fact should be distinctly stated in the application for 
patent and in all the notices. But in all cases ,rhether 
the lode is claimed or excluded, it must be surveyed and 
marked upon the plat; the field notes and plat giving the 
area of the lode claim or claims and the area of the placer 
separately. It should be remembered that an application 
which omits or includes an application for a known vein 
or lode therein, must be construed as a conclusive decla
ration that the applicant has no right of possession to 
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the vein or Ioele. \\'here there is no known lode or vein 
the fact must appear by the affidavit of t\YO or more wit
nesses." 

The section of the l" nit eel States la\\' relating to "lode" 
claims reads as follows: 

"Section 2320. :dining claims upon veins or lodes of 
quartz or other rock in place, bearing gold, silver. cinna
bar, lead, tin, copper, or other valuable deposits here
tofore located, shall be governed as to length along the 
vein or lode by the customs, regulations, and laws in force 
at the date of their location. A mining claim located 
after the tenth day of :\Jay. eighteen hundred and seventy
two, whether located by one or more persons. may equal. 
but shall not exceed one thousand five hundred feet in 
length along the vein or lode: hut no location of a mining 
claim shall be made until the discovery of the vein or lode 
within the limits of the claim located. ): o claim shall 
extend more than three hundred feet on each side of the 
middle of the yein at the surface, nor shall any claim be 
limited by any mining regulation to less than twenty-five 
feet on each side of the mirlclle of the vein at the surface, 
except \Yhere adverse rights existing on the tenth clay of 
l\Iay. eighteen hunclrecl and seventy-t\\'O, render such lim
itation necessary. The encl lines of each claim shall be 
parallel to each other." 

"Section 2322. The locators of all mining 'locations 
heretofore made or \Yhich shall hereafter be made, on any 
mineral vein, lode, or leclge, situated on the public do
main, their heirs and assigns. where no adverse claim 
exists on the tenth clay of :\Iay, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two. so long as they comply with the laws of 
the Cnited States, and with state, territorial, and local 
regulations not in conflict with the laws of the Cnited 
States governing their possessory title, shall have the 
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exclnsi\'e right of possession and enf oyment of all 
the surface included within the lines of their loca
tions, and of all veins, lodes, and ledges through
out their entire depth, the top or apex of which 
lies inside of such surface lines extended downward ver
tically, although such veins, lodes, or ledges may so far 
depart from a perpendicular in their course downward 
as to extend outside the vertical side lines of such surface 
locations. But their right of possession to such outside 
parts of such veins or ledges shall be confined to si1ch 
portions thereof as lie between \'ertical planes drawn 
downward as above described, through the encl lines of 
their locations, so continued in their own direction that 
such planes will intersect such exterior parts of snch veins 
or ledges. And nothing in this section shall authorize the 
locator or possessor o(a vein or lode which extends in 
its downward course beyond the ,·ertical lines of his claim 
to enter upon the surface of a claim O\n1ecl or possessed 
by another." 

The l,"nited States law permits miners of each mining 
district to make regulations governing location, manner 
of recording, etc., so long as the rules and regulations 
do not conflict with the federal statutes. The section giv
ing this permission reads as follows: 

"Section 2324. The miners of each mining district 
may make regulations not in conflict ,,·ith the laws of the 
United States, or with the laws of the state or territory in 
which the district is situated, governing the location, 
manner of recording, amount of ,vork necessary to hold 
possession of a mining claim, subject to the following 
requirements: The location must be distinctly marked 
on the ground, so that its boundaries can be readily 
traced. All records of mining claims hereafter made shall 
contain the name or names of the locators, the date of 
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the location, and such a description of the claim or claims 
located by reference to some natural object or perma
nent monument as ,,·ill identify the claim. On each claim 
located after the tenth clay of :\Iay. eighteen hundred anJ 
seventy-two, and until a patent has been issued therefor, 
not less than one hundred dollars' worth of labor shall 
be performed or improvements made during each year. 
On all claims located prior to the tenth day of :\fay. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, ten dollars' worth 
of labor shall be performed or improvements made 
by the tenth day of June. eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four, and each year thereafter, for each one 
hundred feet in length along the vein, until a patent 
has been issued therefor; but where such claims 
are held in common, such expenditure may be made 
upon any one claim; and upon a failure to comply 
with these conditions, the claim or mine upon \Yhich such 
failure occurred shall be opened to relocation in the same 
manner as if no location of the same had ever been made; 
Provided, that the original locators, their heirs, assigns, 
or legal representatives, have not resumed work ttpon the 
claim after failure and before such location. 1-,· pon the 
failure of any one of several co-owners to contribute his 
proportion of the expenditures required hereby, the co
owners \\'ho have performed the labor or made the im
provements may. at the expiration of the year, give such 
delinquent co-0\rner personal notice in writing or notice 
by publication in the newspaper published nearest the 
claim, for at least once a week for ninety days. and if at 
the expiration of ninety days after such notice in \\Titing 
or by publication such delinquent should fail or refuse 
to contribute his proportion of the expenditure required 
by this section, his interest in the claim shall become the 
property of his co-owners, who have made the expendi
tures." 
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Other sections of the Pnited States law relating to 
mines and mining are as follmYs: 

"Section 2323. \\"here a tunnel is run for the develop
ment of a vein or lode or for the discovery of mines, the 
owners of such tunnel shall have the right of possession 
of all veins or lodes \\'ithin three thousand feet from the 
face of such tunnel on the line thereof, not previously 
known to exist, discovered in such tunnel, to the same 
extent as if discovered from the surface; and locations on 
the line of such tunnels of veins or lodes, not appearing 
on the surface, made by other parties after the com
mencement of the tunnel, and while the same is being 
prosecuted \Yith reasonable diligence, shall be invalid; 
but failure to prosecute the \\'Ork on the tunnel for six 
months shall be considered as an abandonment of the 
right to all undiscovered veins on the line of such tunnel." 

"Section 2332. \\"here such person or association. 
they and their grantors, have held and \\'Orked their 
claims for a period equal to the time prescribed by the 
statute of limitations for mining claims of the state or 
territory where the same may be situated, evidence of 
such possession and working of the claims for such period 
shall be sufficient to establish a right to a patent thereto 
under this chapter, in the absence of any adverse claim; 
but nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to impair 
any lien which may have attached in any \Yay whatever 
to any mining claim or property thereto attached prior 
to the issuance of a patent." 

"Section 2326. \\"here an adverse claim is filed dur
ing the period of publication, it shall be upon oath of the 
person or persons making the same, and shall show the 
nature, boundaries, and extent of such adverse claim, and 
all proceedings, except the publication of notice and mak
ing and filing of the affidavit thereof, shall be stayed 
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until the controversy shall have been settled or decided 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, or the adverse 
claim \Yaivecl. It shall be the duty of the adverse claim
ant, within thirty clays after filing his claim, to com
mence proceedings in a court of competent jurisdiction, 
to determine the question of the right of possession, and 
prosecute the same with reasonable diligence to final 
judgment; and a failure so to do shall be a waiver of his 
adverse claim. After such judgment shall have been ren
dered the party entitled to the possession of the claim, 
or any portion thereof, may, without giving further no
tice, file a certified copy of the judgment-roll with the 
register of the land office, together with the certificate 
of the surveyor general that the requisite amount oi labor 
has been expenclecl or improvemenb macle thereon, and 
the clescription requirecl in other cases. ancl shall pay to 
the receiver five dollars per acre for his claim, together 
with the proper fees, \\·hereupon the whole proceedings 
and the judgment-roll shall be certified by the register to 
the commissioner of the general land office, and a patent 
shall issue thereon for the claim, or such portion thereof 
as the applicant shall appear, from the decision of the 
court, to rightly possess. If it appears from the decision 
of the court that several parties are entitled to separate 
and different portions of the claim, each party may pay for 
his portion of the claim with the proper fees and file the 
certificate and description by the surveyor general, where
upon the register shall certify the proceedings and judg
ment-roll to the commissioner of the general land office, 
as in the preceding case. and patents shall issue to the 
scwral parties according to their respective rights. ~ oth
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the 
alienation of a title conveyed by a patent for a mining 
claim to any person whatever." 
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CHA.PTER \'III. 

CANADIAN MINING LAWS. 

The Dominion gm·ernment pro
poses to charge a royalty for the use of ih land by gold 
miners. This royalty \\·ill amount to 10 per cent on all 
amounts taken out of any one claim up to $500 a week, 
and over that output 20 per cent. The royalty will be 
collected on gold taken from streams already being 
worked, but in regard to all future discoverie5, the govern
ment proposes that upon every river and creek \\·here 
mining locations shall be staked <mt, every alternate claim 
shall be the property of the crown. 

The regulations governing placer mining along the 
Yukon river and its tributaries in the :\'" ortlrnest terri
tory, adopted by the Canadian government, are as fol
lo\\'s: 

DEFI:\'"ITIO:\'":--;: 

BAR DIGGl:\'"GS ~hall mean any part of a river over 
which the water extends when the water is in ib tloodecl 
state, and \\'hich is not covered at lu\\ \\'ater. 
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:dl:\'ES O:\' UE:\'CHES shall be known as bench 
diggings, and shall for the purpose of defining the 
size of such claims be excepted from dry diggings. 

DRY DIGGI::\'GS shall mean any mine over which 
a river never extends. 

::'111:\'ER shall mean a male or female over the age of 
18, but not under that age. 

CLADIS shall mean the personal right of property in 
a placer mine or diggings during the time for which the 
grant of such mine or diggings is made. 

LEGAL POST shall mean a stake standing not less 
than four feet above the ground and squared on four 
sides for at least one foot from the top. Both sides so 
squared shall measure at least four inches across the face. 
It shall also mean any stump or tree cut off and squared 
or faced to the above height and size. 

CLOSE SEASO:\' shall mean the period of the year 
during which placer mining is generally suspended. The 
period to be fixed by the gold commissioner in whose 
district the claim is situated. 

LOCALITY shall mean the territory along a riYer 
(tributary of the Yukon), and its affluents. 

:\II::\'ERAL shall include all minerals \\'hatsoever other 
than coal. 

::\'ATCRE .\::\'D SIZE OF CL\DIS. 

FIRST-Bar diggings: .\ strip of land 100 feet wide 
at high watermark and thence extending along into the 
river to its lo,Yest \Yater level. 

SECO::\'D-The sides of a claim for bar diggings shall 
be two parallel lines nm a~ nearly as possible at right 
angles to the stream and shall be marked by four legal 
posts, one at each end of the claim at or about high \\'ater-
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mark, also one at each end of the claim at or about the 
edge of the \\'ater. One of the posts at high watermark 
shall be legibly marked ,Yith the name of the miner and 
the date upon \Yhich the claim is staked: 

THIRD-Dry diggings shall be 100 feet square aml 
shall have placed at each of its four corners a legal post, 
upon one of \\'hich shall be legibly marked the name of 
the miner and the elate upon which the claim \\'as staked. 

FO"CRTH-Creek and ri\'er claims shall be 500 feet 
long, measured in direction of the general course of the 
stream, and shall extend in width from base to base c:f 
the hill or bench on each side, but \\'hen the hill ·or 
benches are less than 100 feet apart, the claim may be 
roo feet in depth. The sides of a claim shall be two 
parallel lines run as. nearly as possible at right angles to 
the stream. The sides shall be marked with legal posts 
at or about the edge of the water, and at the rear boun
daries of the claim. One of the legal posts at the stream 
shall be legibly marked ,Yith the name of the miner arnl 
the <late upon which the claim ,vas staked. 

X ote.-The regulation relating to the length of a 
claim was amended . .\ug. 8, by the dominion government; 
the new regulation limits the length of a claim to roo 
feet, running along the stream. 

FIFTH-Bench claims shall be 100 feet square. 
SIXTH-In defining the size of claims, they shall be 

measured horizontally, irrespectin of inequalities on the 
surface of tl{e ground. 

SE\TE\'TH-If any person or persons shall discover 
a nc,Y mine, and such discovery shall be established to 

the satisfaction of the gold commissioner, a claim for the 
bar diggings 750 feet in length may be granted. 

A ne\Y stratum of auriferous earth or graYel s:tuated in 
a locality where the claims are abandoned shall, for this 
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purpose, be deemed a new mine, although the same lo
cality shall have previously been worked at a different 
level. 

EIGHTH-The forms of application for a grant for 
placer mining and the grant of the same shall be those 
contain eel in forms .. H" and .. I" in the schedule hereto . 

. \T\'TH-A claim shall be recorded with the gold com
missioner in whose district it is situated \Yithin three 
clays after the location thereof, if it is located \\·ithin ten 
miles of the commissioner's office. One extra clay shall 
be allo\\'ecl for making such record for every additional 
ten miles and fraction thereof. 

TEXTH-In the event of the absence of the gold 
commissioner from his office, entry for a claim may lie 
granted by any person \\·horn he may appoint to periorm 
his duties in his absence. 

ELE\.E:\'TH-Entry shall not be granted for a !aim 
\Yhich has not been staked by the applicant in person. in 
the manner specified in these regulations. An affidavit 
that the claim \\"as staked out by the applicant shall be 
embodied in form "H" of the schedule hereto. 

T\\"ELFTH-An entry fee of $15 shall be chargd thl" 
first year and an annual fee of $100 for each of the follow
ing years. This provision shall apply to the locations k,r 
\\"hich entries have already been grantee!. 

THIRTEEXTH-After the recording of a claim, the 
removal of any post by the holder thereof. or any pers011 
acting in his behalf, for the purpose of changing the b01111-
daries of his claim, shall act as a forfeiture of the claim. 

FOCRTEEXTll-The entry of every holder for a 
g-rant for placer mining- must be rene\\"ed, and hi~ receipt 
relinquished and replaced every year, the entry fee being 
paid each year. 

FIFTEEXTil-:\'o miner shall receive a grant for 
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more than one mining claim in the same locality; but the 
same miner may hold any number of claims by purcha•:c, 
and any number of miners may unite to \\'Ork their claims 
in common upon such terms as they may arrange, 1;ro
Yided such agreement be registered with the gold culll
missioner and a fee of $5 paid for each registration. 

:-;rXTEE\"TH-A.ny miner or miners may sell, murt· 
gage, or dispose of his or their claims, prm·ided such dis
posal be registered with, and a fee of $2 paid to the gold 
commissioner, who shall thereupon give the assign,-c a 
certificate in form "J" in the schedule hereto. 

SE\.E\"TEE:\'TH-Every miner shall, during the 
continuance of his grant, have the exclusive right of entn 
upon his own claim for the miner-like working thereof, 
and the construction of a residence thereon, and shail 
be entitled exclusively to all the proceeds realized there
from; but he shall have no ,-urface rights therein, and the 
gold commissioner may grant to the holders of- adjacent 
claims such rights of entry thereon as may be absolutely 
necessary for the \\·orking of their claims, upon such 
terms as may to him seem reasonable. He may also 
grant permits to miners to cut timber thereon for their 
mn1 use, upon payment of the clues prescribed hy foe 
regulations in that behalf. 

EIGHTEE\"TH-Every miner shall be entitled to the 
use of so much of the water naturally flowing throu~·h or 
past his claim, and not already lawfully appropriated, as 
shall in the opinion of the gold commissioner, be neces
sary for the clue working thereof, and shall be entitled t<.> 
drain his own claim free of charg-:. 

:\T\'ETEEXTH-A claim shall be deemed to be aban
doned and open to occupation and entry by any per
son \V hen the same shall ha Ye remained um\·orked 011 

working days by the grantee thereof or by some pers,m 
9 
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on his behalf for the space of seventy-two hours, unless 
sickness or other reasonable cause may be shown to the 
satisfaction of the gold commissioner, or unless the gran
tee is absent on leave given by the commissioner, and the 
gold commissioner, upon obtaining evidence satisfactory 
to himself that this provision is not being complied \Yith, 
may cancel the entry given for a claim. 

T\YE\'TIETH-If the land upon which a claim has 
been located is not the property of the crown it \\'ill be 
necessary for the person who applies for entry to furnish 
proof that he has acquired from the O\\'ner of the land 
the surface right before entry can be granted. 

T\\'E\'TY-FIRST-If the occupier of the lands has 
not rlc'ceived a patent therefor, the purchase money of 
the surface rights must be paid to the crmn1, and a patent 
of the surface rights ,,·ill issue to the party \Yho acquired 
the mining rights. The money so collected will either be 
refunded to the occupier of the land \\"hen he is entitled 
to a patent therefor, or \Yill be credited to him on account 
of payment for land. 

T\\"E\'TY-SECO\'D-\\"hrn the party obtaining the 
mining rights cannot make an arrangement ,,·ith the 
o\\'ner thereof for the acquisition of the surface rig;1ts it 
shall be lawful for him to give notice to the owner or 
his agent, or the occupier to appoint an arbitrator to 
act \Yith another arbitrator named by him in order to 
award the amount of compensation to \Yhich the owner 
or occupant shall be entitled. The notice mentioned in 
this section shall be according to form to be obtained 
upon application from the gold commissioner for the dit-
trict in which the lands in question lie, and shall, when 
practicable, be personally served on such owner or his 
agent, if known, or occupant, and after reasonable efforts 
have been made to effect personal service without sue-
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cess, then such notice shall be served upon the mrner or 
agent within a period to be fixed by the gold comn;is
sioner be(ore the expiration of the time limited in such 
notice. If the proprietor refuses or declines to appoi;1t 
an arbitrator, or \\·hen, for any other reason, no arbitrator 
is appointed by the proprietor in the time limited there
for in the notice provided by this section, the gold com
missioner for the district in \\·hich the lands in question 
lie shall, on being satisfied by affidavit that such notice 
has come to the knowledge of such O\\·ner, agent or oc
cupant, or that such O\\·ner, agent or occupant, \\·illfully 
evades the servic.e of such notice, or cannot be found, aud 
that reasonable efforts have been made to effect such ser
vice, and that the notice was left at the last place of 
abode of such .owner, agent or occupant, appoint an ar
bitrator on his behalf. 

T\\"E\'"TY-THIRD-(a) :\II arbitrators appointed un
der the authority of these regulations shall be sworn be
fore a justice of the peace to the impartial discharge of the 
duties assigned to them, and they shall fortlrn·ith proceed 
to estimate the reasonable damages which the O\Yner or 
occupant of such lands according· to their several inte,ests 
therein shall sustain by reason of such prospecting and 
mining operations. 

(b) In estimating such damages the arbitrators shall 
determine the value of the land, irrespecti\'ely of any en
hancement thereof from the existence of mineral therein. 

(c) In case such arbitrators cannot agree they may select 
a third arbitrator, and when the t\rn arbitrators cannot 
agree upon a third arbitrator, the gold commissioner for 
the district in \Yhich the lands in question lie shall select 
such third arbitrator. 

(cl) The a\Yard of any t\\·u such arbitrators made in 
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writing shall be final, and shall be filed ,,·ith the gold com
missioner for the district in ''" hich the lands lie. 

If any cases arise for \Yhich no provision is made in 
these regulations, the provisions of the regulations gov
erning the disposal of mineral lands other than coal lands 
approved by his excellency the governor in council on 
the 9th of I\ovember, 1889, shall apply. 

CERTIFICATE OF ASSIGX:-IEXT OF A PLACER 
MIXIXG CLAil\L 

Form "].'' 
Xo ........... . 

Department of the Interior. 
:-\gcncy .................. 18 ... . 

This is to certify that (I3. C.) has (or have) filed an as-
signment in due form dated ................... 18 ... . 
and accompanied by a registration fee of two dollars, of 
the grant to .............................. (A. B.) of 
............................. of the right to mine in 
...................... (insert description of claim) for 
one year from ..................... 18 ... . 

This certificate entitles the said ................... . 
(I3. C.) to all rights and privileges of the said .......... . 
(A. B.) in respect of the claim assigned, that is to say. the 
exclusive right of entry upon the said claim for the miner
like working thereof and the construction of a residence 
thereon, and the exclusiYe right to all proceeds there
from for the remaining portion of the year for ,,·hich 
said claim \\·as granted to the said ................... . 
(:-\. B.), that is to ~ay, until the ................ 18 ... . 

The said ...................... (B. C.) shall be en-
titled to the use of so much of the water naturally flowing 
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through or past his (or their) claim, and not already la\\'
fully appropriated, as shall be necessary for the clue ,rnrk
ing thereof, and to drain the claim free of charge. 

This grant does not convey to the said ............. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . (B. C.) any surface rights in said claim 
or any rights of ownership in the soil covered by the said 
claim, and the said grant shall lapse and be forfeited un
less the claim is continually and in good faith \\'orkecl 
by the said (B. C.) or his ( or their) associates. 

The rights hereby granted are those laid do\\'n in the 
Dominion :-Iining Regulations, and are subject to all 
provisions of the said regulations whether the same are 
expressed l;ierein or not. 

. .................... , 
Gold Commissioner. 

APPLICATIOX FOR GRAXT FOR PLACER :sfl:\J

IXG CLADI AXD AFFIDAVIT OF 

APPLICAXT. 

Form "H." 
I, ( or we) of. ....................... hereby apply 

under the Dominion :-lining Regulations for grant of a 
claim for placer mining as defined in the said regulations 
in ............................ (here describe locality) 
and I ( or ,,·e) solemnly swear: 

First-That I (or we) am (or are) to the best of my 
( or our) knowledge and belief, the first discoverer ( or dis
coverers) of the said deposit, or 

Second-That the said claim was previously granted 
to ............ (here name the last grantee), l>ut has re-
mained unworked by the said grantee for not less than 
........................... 
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Third-That I (or we) am (or are) unaware that the 
land is other than vac~nt Dominion lands. 

Fourth-That I (or we) did on the .............. day 
of .............. mark out on the ground in accordance 
in every particular with the provisions of the mining 
regulations for the Yukon river and its tributaries, the 
claim for which I (or we) make this application, and that 
in so doing I (or we) did not encroach on any other claim 
or mining location previously laid out by any other per
son. 

Fifth-That the said claim contains as nearly as I (or 
we) could measure or estimate an area of ............. . 
square feet, and that the description (and sketch, if any) 
of this date hereto attached signed by me (or us) sets (or 
set) forth in detail to the best of my (or our) knowledge 
and ability its position, form and dimensions. 

Sixth-That I ( or we) make this application in good 
faith to acquire the claim for the sole purpose of mining, 
prosecuted by myself (or us), or by myself and associates, 
or by my (or our) assigns. 

Sworn before me 
At ...................... this ............... day of 
.................... 18 ... . 

(Si~nature) 

GRA;(T FOR PLACER CLADI. 
Form ··I." 

Department of the Interior. 
Agency .............. r8 ... . 

In consideration of the payment of the fee prescribed 
by clause 12 of the mining regulations of the Yukon river 
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and its tributaries by ...................... (A. B.) 
accompanying his (or their) application ~o .......... . 
dated .................... 18. . . . for a mining claim 
in ................... (here insert description of local-
ity), the minister of the interior hereby grants to the said 
.......................... (A. B.) for the term of one 
year from the date hereof the exclusive right of entry 
upon the claim (here describe in detail the claim). 

Granted-For the miner-like \\·orking thereof and the 
construction of a residence thereon, and the exclusive 
right to all the proceeds derived therefrom. That the 
said ...................... (A. B.) shall be entitled to 
the use of so much water naturally flowing through or 
past his (or their) claim and not already lawfully appro
priated as shall be necessar.\· for the due \\'orking thereof, 
and to drain his (or their) claim free of charge. 

This grant does not convey to the said ............. . 
(A. B.) any surface right in the said claim or any right of 
ownership in the soil covered by the said claim, and the 
said grant shall lapse and be forfeited unless the claim is 
continuously and in good faith \\'Orked by the said 
........................ (A. B.) or his (or their) asso
ciates. 

The rights hereby granted are those laid down in the 
aforesaid mining regulations and no more, and are sub
ject to all the provisions of the said regulations, whether 
the same are expressed herein or not. 

Gold Commissioner. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

RICHNESS OF THE PLACER MINES. 

ILLIA::\I D. JOHXS of Chicago, a 
special correspondent of the CHI
CAGO RECORD, ,Yho has been in 
Alaska for two years. was at Circle 
City, Alaska, when the news of the 
gold strike of the Klondike reached 
the miners of that town. His letter, 

• detailing the richness of the field, and 
telling of the hardships and successes 

of the prospectors, was the first letter from a newspaper 
correspondent to reach the outside world. It \\·as 
brought to San Francisco by the Excelsior, the ,·esscl 
\Yhich brought the first of the returning and successful 
miners home. It \Yas as follows: 

"Fourteen miles from Dawson City, twcl\'c miles up 
Donanza creek, which empties into the Klondike ri-,·cr 
one and one-half miles from the Yukon, gold was dis
covered hy 'Si,yash' George Carmack and his two In
dian brothers-in-law last August. The credit for the dis
CO\'cry really belongs to the Indians. :\ stampede from 
Circle Cit~·. Forty ::\Iile and other camps was the result 
of this find. but fc\\· had much faith in the new region 
cwn after they were on the ground, and in spite of the 
rich prospects on the surface it was generally regarded 
as a 'grub-stake' strike on which any one might succeed 
in getting a winter outfit. 

"A little later, however, the prospects found on the river 
called forth the half-skeptical remark that 'if it goes 
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down it is the greatest thing on earth.' Then a few 
began to believe in the new diggings, but many old 
miners even yet would not stake out claims, thinking 
the creek too wide for gold. A number of side gulches 
along the Bonanza were staked, among them El Dorado, 
which ,,·as rich in gravel near the mouth. But so little 
faith \Yas manifested in the region that claim holders 
could not get 'grub' from the stores in exchange for 
their prospects. There \\ as a general fear that these 
might be only 'skim diggings.' 

"In December bed rock 11 as reached on X o. q El Dora
do and fabulously rich pay dirt was found. Then more 
holes went down in a hurry. Every1d1ere 11·ere disco,·
ered prospects on bed rock ranging from $5 to $150 to 
the pan. The gold was nearly all coarse. Still the great
ness of the strike 1Yas not realized. :,;1 irne of the Lest 
claims were sold bY their owners for a fe11· hundreds or a 
fe\\· thousands. Drifting was carried on by the nsual 
winter process of "burning," and the pay dirt taken out 
as rapidly as possible under the difficulties of intense 
cold. 

"Pans as rich as $500 were discovered, and nuggets con
taining gold worth as high as $235 \HTC brought to light. 
Claims jumped up enormously in price, but still many 
men sold for a small part of the value of their hoidings. 
They seemed wholly unable to realize their good for
tune. Doubts 1H·re still expressed about the clumps hold
ing out to the prospects. 

''Then the test-sluicing-came in the spring when. the 
ice melted and the 1Yater ran down from the hills. Then 
the wildest hopes of the toiling miners were realized. 
Despite the lateness of commencing \\·ork and the 
scarcity of men about $1,500,000 was taken out of El 
Dorado alone. On some of the richer claims men who 
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secured ground to work on shares-so per cent-cleared 
$5,000 to $10,000 apiece in from thirty days' to t ,,·o 
months' drifting. As high as $150,000 was drifted out 
of one claim, the other sums being less. From seventy
five feet of ground on Xos. 25 and 26, El Dorado, $112,-
000 was taken, or $1,500 per running foot, and the pay 
not cross-cut, for it frequently runs from vein to vein, 
being in places 150 feet wide. 

"Ground has sold here this spring for over $1,000 a 
running foot, or at the rate of $500,000 for a claim of 
500 feet. }Jen on whose judgment reliance can be placed 
and \Yho base their opinion on what their O\Yn ground 
and that of others has yielded, tell me that there are 
claims here from which over $1,000,000 will come. Last 
winter men on 'lays' (percentage) left 50-cent dirt 
because they had better in sight and only a limited time 
before spring to get out ore. Owing to the large number 
of the men on 'lays' the production of almost every claim 
is known, and no overstatement is possible, since so 
many are interested in the amount of gold produced. As 
soon as sluicing was fairly under \Yay the price of claims 
jumped again and but few would sell. It might almost 
be said that no one would part with a claim on El Dorado. 

"On Bonanza, where the pay, except on a fe\\' claims, 
is not as rich as on El Dorado, owners who had looked 
in vain for the $5, $ro and $150 pans, which \\·ere plen
tiful on the rival creek, were disgusted with their moder
ate gains and were willing to sell. Thus many claims 
having 20 to 50 cent dirt and three to seven feet -if it 
were sold. On the boat which takes this letter clown 
the Yukon will be many men, some of them having been 
in this country only a few months when the strike was 
made, who will take with them to the mint from $10,000 
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to $500,000, the result either of working the ground or 
of selling out. 

"The men who sold \\'ere paid almost entirely out of 
their own ground, the men \\'ho bought taking the clumps 
and these, ,,·hen sluiced, paying for the claims and leav
ing a handsome margin for the purchasers. In some 
instances enough gold \\'as rocked out to make a first 
payment on the claims before sluicing \Yas possible. 
;,lany of these men, to my personal knowledge, had 
neither money nor credit to get 'grub' last fall. 

"But those chances are of the past; let no one imagine 
that they still exist. Claims are hel.d by their mrners 
no\\' up in the hundreds of thousands, and those of less 
desirable quality are clear in proportion. To get a bar
gain in a claim is impossible at this stage of the fenT 
here. One might as well stand on ~tate street now and 
think of getting the Palmer house lot at a low rate, be
cause at some time in the past it \\'as sold for a 3011g. 

The value of claims is now clearly knmrn. :dost of 
them have passed into second hands, the present owners 
paying for them in many cases $20,000, $30,000 or $_so,
ooo, and holding and working them a.s straight business 
propositions. 

"That there will be other fields of gold in other creeks 
is likely, but as El Dorado is one of those strikes that 
are made only once in about a quarter of a century, it is 
extremely unlikely that another \Yill be found in this 
region. As the capacity of the river steamers is limited, 
and is likely to be taxed to the utmost this year to suppiy 
the necessities of those now here, or already coming in, 
with the rigors of the arctic winter before them, and 
no provisions, and after September no way of getting 
out where they may be had, those thinking of coming 
here, attracted by the marvelous richness of the strike, 
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:annot be too strongly cautioned against making the at
tempt this season. They can gain nothing, and may 
suffer much. 

"The Klondike is a stream emptying into the Yukon, 
eighty miles above the boundary line of Alaska, in the 
British I\' orthwest territory. It is supposed to be about 
125 miles long, heading in the Rockies, and is a rapid 
river tlmning in a northerly direction. Bonanza :reek, 
coming in one and one-half miles up from the mouth, is 
t\,rnty-five miles long, and heads at the Dome, a big 
bold hill, as do a number of lesser creeks. It runs s:1uth
westerly. El Dorado comes in t\\·ch·e miles up, and is 
seven miles long, running in the same general direction 
as does Bonanza. · 

"~he pay on Bonanza is good from the 6o's below 
the point of discovery, where one claim has 20 and 25 

cent dirt, with the pa\· r 25 feet wide, up to \" o. ..1-3 
above, claim \" o. 41 being nry rich. Gold on Bon,mza 
is finer than that on El Dorado. There is not a blank up 
to \" o. 38, and there are some good claims above that 
number. The richest claims are in the middle of the 
gulch, the gold there being coarse, with lots of nuggets. 
This, with the fractions of claims. makes nearly twenty 
miles of paying ground. 

"In addition there are a number of side gulches on 
which good prospects have been discovered. Bonanza 
district, it is estimated, is likely to produce not less than 
$50,000,000 in gold, and this is believed to be an under
estimate than otherwise. Hunker creek empties into the 
Klondike t\Yelve miles up and is t\n'nty miles long. In 
places $2 ancl $3 to the pan on bedrock have been fo,mcl, 
and the indications are that it will prove a rich-paying 
creek. 

"Gold Bottom, a fork, and Last Chance, a side gulch, 
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show up equally ,,Tll for a considerable distance. These 
comprise, \Yith Dear creek, \\hich comes into the Klon
dike bet \\Ten Bonanza and Hunker, the e:--tcnt of terri
tory of which anything certain is known. Quartz creek 
and Indian creek are reached from the heads of Bonauza 
and Hunker and they have also some prospects. The 
country rock is slate and mica schist. ~lany of the nug
gets are full of quartz. Iron rock is found with th~m, 
and pieces of stratified rock containing iron are found 
sho,Ying plainly on their sides the matrices of gold r.ug
gets. Some fair gold-bearing quartz has been discov~re<I, 
but no rich, free gold-bearing rock in place. The mineral 
belt seems to run northeast and southwest, if one may 
judge from the creeks, and to be about ten miles ·side. 
It seems to parallel the main range of mountains about 
100 miles distant from it. 

"There are both summer and \\·inter diggings on all the 
creeks, as some of the claims are capable of being both 
drifted and sluiced. Some summer drifting is also done. 
\\'ages, owing to the scarcity of men last \\inter, \\·ere $15 
a clay at the diggings, but they are likely to fall \'el"_\' ::-0011. 

The price of flour at Da\\·son City last \\·inter \Yas $1 a 
pound, and this spring the trading companies advanced 
their prices in some cases 50 per cent. Canned .neats 
were sold at 75 cents a can. 

"~leals \\'ere charged for at the rate of $1.50 apiece. 
\\'hisky was the same old price-50 crnts a drink. Lum
ber, when it can be had, is $130 a thousand feet. The 
price for sa \Ying at the mills is $100 a thousand feet, the 
logs being furnished by the purchaser. Beds or lodg:ngs 
are not to be had. If you can't find a place in some tent 
where you may sleep you may try the saloon floors, of 
\Yhich places there are a number. Good river-front lots 
in the center of the tmrn may be purchased at from 
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$3,000 to $5,000 each. These same lots sold last fall at 
$5 apiece . 

. ''The richness and extent of the diggings are such that 
if they were in any place less inaccessible than this, doubt
less the stampede to them would be tremendous, but a 
great influx of gold-hunters at this time would be a 
calamity. The Canadian government has sent in another 
detachment of police and also a judge and a gold (Om

miss.ioner, \Yho, with the customs officer. constitute the 
governing force. Owing to the impossibility of escape 
from the country such of the criminal element as has 
come in thus far is very quiet and peaceable. 

"Outside of a little stealing of provisions and similar 
petty offenses there is no crime. There are but a few 
places where supplies can be had in all this vast coun
try, and any offender is certain therefore of being caught 
and punished. Though gold has been sitting around iu 
the cabins for months in lard pails, baking-powder cans, 
old boot legs and buckets, no thefts have been com
mitted. 

"\ \·hat the country needs above all things is communi
cation with the outside world. If the government at 
\ \' ashington would make some arrangement \\·hereby 
the Canadians could get a port of entry on the disput•?d 
part of the coast it would be a great boon to A.laska 
as \\·ell as to this part of the :\' ortlmc~t territory. :\I o~t 
of the men \Yho 'hit it' are Americans, whose gold will 
go to San Franci5co and the Cnited States. Because of 
the lack of adequate communication with the civilized 
world the miners are in constant fear lest supplies should 
give out. 

"l\ I any articles can be had but for a limited time after 
the arrival of a steamer, and those \Yho are not fortunate 
enough to get a supply at that time must do without for 
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weeks and months, no matter how much gold they may 
have to make purchases with. The scarcity may be 
one of provisions, window sashes or· gum bo~ts, b~t al
ways there is a scarcity here of some important article. 

"Generally there is never enough of anything, and only 
the opening up of communication with the coast by some 
other route than the mouth of the Yukon offers any pros
pect of adequate relief. If the Canadians had a port of 
entry they would have commerce coming down the river 
from the direction of Juneau, and the country wou Id 
not be dependent upon the scanty supplies coming 1,900 
miles up the Yukon from Bering sea." 

Since this letter \\·as written reports from Dawson City 
indicate that the "rush" to the gold diggings has glut
ted the labor market and day labor is quoted at low 
figures. It is reported that wages range from $2 to $3 
a day. 

One of the "most meaty" letters that have come from 
the Yukon was written by Arthur Perry, a \Ycll-knmn1 
and reliable Seattle man, ,Y110 is now at Dav,;son City .. 
It is dated Dawson City. June 18, and reads in full as fol
lows: 

''The first discovery of gold on the Klondike ,ns made 
the middle of August, 1896, by George Carmack on a 
creek emptying into the Klondike from the south, called 
by the Indians Bonanza. He found $1.60 to the pan on 
a high rim, and after making the find known at Forty 
::\Iile went back with two Indians and took out $1,400 in 
three weeks with three sluice boxes. The creek \Yas soon 
staked from one end to the other and all the small gulches 
were also staked and recorded. About Sept. IO a man 
of the name of Whipple prospected a creek emptying 
into Bonanza on I\'"o. 7, above discovery, and named it 
Whipple creek. He shortly afterwards sold out and the 
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miners renamed it El Dorado. Prospects as high as $4 to 
the pan were found early in the fall. :.\Jany of the old 
miners from Forty :\lilc \\'Cnt there and would not stake, 
saying the willows did not lean the right \\·ay and the 
water did not taste right, and that it was a moose pasture, 
it being \Yide and flat. Both creeks \\·ere staked princi
pally by 'chechacoes' (new men in the country), and early 
as they could get provisions, about 250 men went there 
and commenced prospecting by sinking holes to the 
depth of from 9 to 24 feet, doing so by burning clown, as 
the ground \Yas frozen solid to bed rock X ov. 23 a man 
of the name of Louis Rhodes located on ~ o. 21. above on 
Bonanza, got as high as $65.30 to the pan. 

"This \\'as the first big pan of any importance, and the 
ne\\'s spread up and clown the creek like \\'ildfire. This 
nc\\'S reached Circle City. 300 miles farther clown the 
Yukon river, but nobody would believe it. Soon after 
large pans \\·ere found on both Bonanza and El Dorado, 
ancl each creek was trying to outrival the other, until a 
man of the name of Clarence Derry got $100 to the pan. 
From that time on El Dorado held a high position. :.\Jany 
claims from the mouth up for a distance of three miles 
got large pans-until they reached as high as $280. 

"About :.\larch 15. 1897, I reached the diggings from 
Circle City. having hauled my sled the whole distance 
\\·ithout a clog. The importance of the ne\\" strike hacl 
become too significant to be overlooked, and about 300 
men from Circle City unclertook the journey in midwin
ter. Such an exodus was never known before in the 
history of the Yukon, but not a man lost his life, although 
several hacl their faces and toes nipped at times. Even 
some of the most resolute and dissolute women made the 
journey in safety. Fancy prices were paicl for dogs hy 
those \\"ho were able to purchase, and as high as $175 and 
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even $200 \Yere paid for good dogs. Almost any kind of 
a dog was worth $50 and $75 each. 

"\\'hen I first reached the new camp I was invited by 
the butcher boys-.\lurph Thorp of Juneau and George 
Stewart from Stuck \·alley, Wash.-to go down in their 
shaft and pick a pan of dirt, as they had just struck the 
rich streak. To my surprise it was $282.50. In fourteen 
pans of dirt they took out $1,565 right in the bottom of 
the shaft, which was 4 by 8 feet. 

'· .\larch 20 Clarence Berry took out over $300 to the 
pan. Jimmy .\IacLanie took out over $200 to the pan; 
Frank Phiscater took out $135 to the pan. The four 
boys from N'anaimo took as high as $125 to the pan. 
They were the first men to get a hole down to bedrock 
on El Dorado and found good pay. They had ): os. 14 
and 15. 

''In fact, big pans were being taken on ncariy every 
claim on the creek, until $100 and ~200 pans were com
mon. April 13 Clarence Berry took in one pan 39 ounces 
-$495-and in two days panned out over $1,200. April 
14 we heard some boys on ): o. 30 EI Dorado had struck 
it rich and taken out $800 in one pan. This was the ban
ner pan of the creek, and Charles .\Iyers. who had the 
ground on a lay, told me that if he had wanted to pick the 
dirt he could have taken 100 ounces just as easy. 

"Jimmy MacLanie took out $II,ooo during the winter 
just in prospecting the dirt. Clarence Berry and his part
ner, Anton Strander, panned out about the same in the 
same manner. ~Irs. Berry used to go down to the dumps 
every day and get dirt and carry it to the shanty and pan 
it herself. She has over $6,000 taken out in that man
ner . 

.. .\Ir. Lippy, from Seattle, has a rich claim and his wife 
has a sack of nuggets alone of $6,000 that she has picked 

] ') 





BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 157 

up on the dumps. \ \'hen the dumps \\'ere \\'ashed in the 
spring the dirt yielded better than was expected. Four 
boys on a lay, 0.' o. 2 El Dorado, took out $49,000 in t\\'o 
months. Frank Phiscater, \rho own~d the ground and 
had some men hired, cleaned up $94,000 for the winter. 
1\1 r. Lippy, so I am told, has cleaned up for the ,,·inter 
$54,000. Louis Rhodes, :( o. 21 Bonanza, has cleaned 
up $40,000. Clarence Derry and Anton Strander have 
cleaned up $130,000 for the winter. 

"Enclosed are the names of some of the boys who 
are going out on this boat, with the approximate 
amounts: 

Ben \\"all, Swede, Tacoma .................... $50,000 
\\.illiam Carlson, S\\ede, Tacoma .............. 50,000 
\ \' m. Sloan, Englishman, N anaimo. . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 

John \\'ilkerson, English, 2\anaimo ........... 50,000 

Jim Clemens, American, California. . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
Frank Keller, American, California ............ 35,000 

Sam Collej, Icelander ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
Stc\\art and Hollenshead, California. . . . . . . . . . . 45,000 
Charles :\I yers and partner, Arizona. . . . . . . . . . . . 22,000 
Johnny ::\Jarks, Englishman ................... 10,000 
Alex Orr, Englishman ................ ·. . . . . . . 10,000 

Freel Price, American, Seattle .................. I 5,000 
Fred Latisceura, Frenchman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 
Tim Bell, American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 ,ooo 
\Villiam Haves, Irish-American ............... 35,000 
Dick -:\k~ uitY, Irish-American .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 

Jake Halternian, American ................... q..ooo 
Johnson and Olson, Swedes .................. 20,000 
Neil -:\1cArthur, Scotchman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 

Charles Anderson, Swede . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 

Joe l'-Iorris, Canadian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 5,000 
Hank Peterson, Swede .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 12,000 

"There are a great many more going out ,Yith from 
$3,000 to $10,000 that I do not know. This is probably 
the richest placer ever known in the world. They took it 
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out so fast and so much of it that they <lid not have time 
to weigh it with gold scales. They took steelyards and 
all the syrup cans \\'ere filled. It looks as if my time 
\rnul<l come about t.he time I am ready to <lie. 

"One man received word that his wife and little girl 
had died since he came in here, and no\\' he is going out 
\\'ith $25,000. 

"Another man \\ as here waiting for the boat to go 
home, and died yesterday with heart disease, having in 
his possession $17,000. Stranger things than fiction hap
pen here every day." 
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CHAPTER X. 

PAN VALUES OF PA YING CLAIMS. 

ORROBORATIVE evidence, which has 
come in since the steamer "Enterprise" 
brought back the first of the men ,,·ho 
had "struck it rich"' in the Klondike, 
sho\\'s that their reports were not exag
gerated. The ''Alaska :diner," of July 17, 
contains a long article on the Klondike 

,.. ., ,,y placers, in which the results are compared 
with an analysis made last :\larch of the pan value of the 
two richest creeks, Bonanza and El Dorado, This analy
sis \\'as based on talks with several men who had spent 
most of the winter on the creek, and sa \\' panning being 
clone on Yarious claims. The Alaska :\ I iner is regarded 
as high authority on gold in Alaska and the Yukon dis
trict. The article, which shows the extraordinary rich
ness of the placer mines in the Klondike district, reads 
as follows: 

"Vi/ e expressed the opinion that the El Dorado would 
prove to be the richer creek, and our surmises have 
proved to be correct. flow did we arrive at this result? 
\Ve carefully kept a record of the panning results on both 
creeks, and the average at that time \\'as as follows: On 
El Dorado creek :; o. 3, $J: X o. 4, $4.6o; Ko. 5, $8.50; 
Xo. 6, as high as $153; Xo. 7, about the average of \Jo. 
6. Ko. 8, as high as $6o; from Xo. 8 to Xo. 16. from 
$2.50 to $IO on an average, although $216 was 
washed out of one pan on the latter claim. From 
No. 16 t;o ~ o. 37 all the claims were regarded 
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as good, but not enough panning had been clone 
to justify forming any opinion of the average value. l .. pon 
:\" o. 37 a nugget worth $360 of irregular shape was found. 
From :\ o. 37 to rim rock there had not been sufficient 
prospecting clone, but the opinion then was th.it all the 
claims were good. 

"Even as far back as last }Iarch the best developed 
claim in the country was that of Clarence Berry, :\ o. 6 
on El Dorado, in which he then owned a half interest. He 
also owned one-third interest in :\ os. 4 and 5. He em
ployee! twelve men all the \\·inter taking out pay dirt and 
depositing it upon the dump. To give an •idea of the 
richness of the claim \\·e cannot do better than say that 
Berry paid his men $1.25 an h'our until someone offered 
more, and that every night he melted ice in his cabin and 
panned out sufficient gold from the frozen dirt to pay the 
wages of his men. 

"Berry knew where there \\·as very rich ground on'his 
claim and he very often panned out from $10 to S_:;o to the 
pan. \ \'hen requiring money it ,,·as only necessary for 
the O\n1er of the claim to take out some of his rich ground 
and wash it. \ \' e have had all kinds of estimates of the 
amount ,vhich Berry's clump would produce, and the 
highest ,ve heard ,,·as $IOo,ooo, so that in announcing 
the result as $140,000 it goes to show what a rich coun
trv has been discovered. 

"\\'e gave figures in the winter \\·hich showed that the 
lower portion of Bonanza creek averaged all the "·ay 
from $IO to $.=;o to the pan, up to :\" o. 56 below discovery. 
From discovery to :\o. 12 abon,, the value was from S5 
to $ .. 1.0. Then from there to :\o. 25 the anTagc was from 
$40 to $10. From :\ o. 25 to :\ u. 53 the average i,- from 
$IO to 50 cents. From this point up the creek there has 
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not been enough prospecting done on \\·hich to base any 
average. 

"\ Ve hope soon to be in a position to give the results 
from the various claims on Bonanza \\'hich may be cle
pendecl upon and we can then compare them with the 
panning average of early in the summer as given above. 
\Ve know that Rhodes has taken out probably $150,000 

from his claim, but then it \\·as \\'ell developed and we are 
expecting big results from there, but \\·e \\·ant to get the 
information from a number of claims, so as to get the 
right idea of the general value of the creek, and prove the 
assertion so often made of its continuecl richness from 
end to end. 

"One thing has been learned in the Klondike, ancl that 
is that procluction is proportionate to development. \ \' e 
have found that the yield of gold follows the \\'Ork done on 
a claim. \\'hen Rhodes made such a good showing on 
the start it encouraged others to open up their claims, 
ancl quite a number changed hancls at Bonanza creek 
and the owners left there for the coast to obtain sufficient 
supplies to last them for a long period. Then came the 
big returns from X o. 6 on El Doraclo, and the great 
excitement was transferred to that creek, and there were 
fewer absentee owners and in consequence more \\·ork 
\\'as clone, the evidence of which \\'e have had ample 
demonstration of in the big sacks of gold which have been 
\\'ashed out. 

"The largest results attract the most attention, there
fore most of the stories which have reached the coast 
cluster around the few big producers, and of the sales 
made only those involving large sums are spoken of. 
There are a great many smaller sums than the ones 
spoken of which have been taken from El Dorado. But 
properties which in any other country on the face of the 
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earth would attract universal attention are almost lost 
sight of in the Klondike, because they haYe only yielded 
$10,000, $r 5,000 and $20,000. X ext fall these same 
claims will be so far developed as to hold their O\rn with 
the rest of the creek. Berry had a good start, and after 
reaching bed rock could command sufficient funds to 
hire men and pay them wages equal to the production of 
an ordinary placer mine. \ \' e have no particular reason 
to assume that other claims will prove less productiYe 
than his when they have had the same amount of labor 
expended upon them. Several men from Seattle went in 
\vith the first party this spring, and they are interested 
on Bonanza creek and intend to prosecute \\'Ork \Yith all 
the men they can profitably employ. 

"If a comparatively few men in the limited time at their 
disposal are able to produce a million dollars from dirt 
raisecl to the surface during the winter months 
with practically no preparation at all, what will 
be the result when all the claims are being vigor
ously developed \Yith plenty of labor to draw from? This 
is a very important question, and is one fraught \\·ith con
siderable interest to the great number of men nO\\. on 
their \\'ay to the mines. If we think a moment that there 
has not yet been a barren claim on either of the creeks 
the possibilities of the future are tremendous. Let us 
make this a little clearer. The panning in the \\'inter 
gave promise of exceedingly rich results. These rich 
results have been attained in cycry instance where the 
claim has been worked. \\' e have therefore the right to 
assume that similar results will reward the efforts of the 
owners of other claims on the same creeks which have 
been so productive this season. 

"The only evidence one had of the probable nlue of 
a claim \\'a,- the amount of gold obtained in a single 
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pan. Suppose we follow this idea out for a moment. Xo. 
6 on El Dorado creek panned out as high as $153 to the 
pan last winter before ,,·ork \\'as clone on it. This is the 
claim which produced $140,000 from the \\'inter clump. 
:\ow, then, ~o. 7, next to it, yielded preci~cly the same 
results to the pan. \\'hy \Yill not :\O. 7, \\'hen it is 
opened up as much as :( o. 6 has been, give the same re
sults? There is simply no ans\\'cr to the query. Then, 
again, the next claim, X o. 8, panned out as high as 
$60 to the pan. The same argument applies to t11is. The 
average of the panning from ?\ o. 8 to :'\ o. 16 is from 
$2.50 to $IO to the pan. This \\·oulc! make any of these 
claims from :( o. 7 to X o. 16 produce as much gold as X o. 
6 did \\'ith the same amount of labor expended on them. 
\\'hat ,rntilcl this mean? 

''As a simple question of mathematics it would mean 
several million dollars alone for these few claims. This 
takes no account of claims :'\o. 17 to ~o. 37, all of ,,·hich 
are reported to be rich, but little work has been done upon 
them so far. 

"\\'hen all the claims are in working order and pro
ducing gold in proportion to their development, \\'e shall 
see a state of things at the Klondike unprecedented in the 
,vorld's history. The man who took $90,000 from 45 feet 
of his ground last \\'inter and has 450 feet left yet, and so 
far as he knows, of the same average ya]ue, can, by put
ting enough men to work, clean up half a million next 
season. If this be true, then there are others who have 
panned out from $5 to $40 in prospecting ,,·ho have every 
reason to think that their claims ,Yill yield in like manner. 

"\ \' e noticed as men went through here this spring 
that there were large numbers \\'ho expect to hire out, 
and tlrns obtain a stake so that they may in turn spend 
some time in prospecting \\'ith an equal chance of dis-
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covering something good for themselves. Their place 
\\·ill be taken by other arrivals, and the work of securing 
the gold will go on and much country will be examined 
by men who will be encouraged and stimulated by the 
success of others. A man \Yho can afford to hire men 
and pay them $12 a day, will get the advantage of a quick 
return. These diggings are essentially winter ones. epon 
a claim of 500 feet a large number of prospect holes can 
be sunk at the same time, and the pay dirt deposited on 
the dump, and next spring the owner of the claim \Yill be 
in a position to realize enormous amounts of money from 
his property. 

"'The Klondike diggings may be regarded as permanent 
to the extent of several million dollars, and \Ye have no 
hesitation in recommending men \Yith some means to go 
and try their fortunes in the gold-lined creeks of the far 
north, where endurance, perseyerance, grit and a good 
outfit ,Yill be their best friends." 

Following are some of the men who "struck it rich" in 
the Klondike, most of the claims located on Bonanza and 
El Dorado creeks: 

Clarence Berry and Anton Strander .......... $130,000 
James l\lcLanie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 ,ooo 
Frank Phiscater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,000 
Four men on Xo. 2 El Dorado ................ 49,000 
Louis Rhodes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 
Thomas Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 
Ben \\'all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
\Yilli'.lm Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
\\"illiam Sloan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
John \\"ilkcrson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 

James Clemens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.000 
Frank Keller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.000 
Samuel Cellej . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 
Charles :\ [ yers and partner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,000 

John :\I arks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 165 

Fred Latisceura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 

Timothy Bell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,000 

\\'illiam Haws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,000 

Richard {I [ c 1" ult\' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 

Jacob Haltermai1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,000 

Johnson and Olson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 

Charles Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 

Joseph :.\Iorris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 

Henn· Peterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,000 

Henr,· Dore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 

Victo·r Lord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 

\\'illiam Stanlev ........................... 112,000 

James :.\[c:\Iahon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 

Jacob Horne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,000 

J. J. I(elly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 

T. ~- Lippy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,000 

F. G. H. Bowker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,000 

Toe La Due . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1@,000 

}. B. Hollingshead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000 

William Kulju . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,000 

:-\lbert Galbraith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 

:\ eil :\IcArthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 5.000 

Douglas :\Ic.--\rthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.000 

nernard Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,000 

Robert Krook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,000 

Freel Lendesser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 13,000 

Alexander Orr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r r .500 

Thomas Cook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 

:\L D. X orcr0ss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro,ooo 
J. Ernmerger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro,ooo 
C@n Stamatin ................... : . . . . . . . . . 8,250 

Albert Fox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 5. 100 

Greg Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 

T. 0. Hestw<!lod . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 

Thomas Flock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.000 

Louis R. Rhodes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 

Freel Frice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 

Alaska Commercial company ................. 250,000 

Gov. H. C. :.\Iclntosh, of the X orthwest territory, 
comprising the Canadian Yukon, estimates that the Klan-
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dike district will yield $10,000,000 during 1897. Gov. 
:\f cintosh, in speaking of the Klondike find, said: 

"\Ve are only on the threshold of the greatest discovery 
ever made. Gold has been piling up in all these innum
erable streams for hundreds of years. :\I uch of the terri
tory the foot of man has never trocl. It would hardly be 
possible for one to exaggerate the richness, not only of 
the Klondike, but of other districts in the Canadian Yu
kon. At the same time the folly of thousands rushing 
in there without proper means of subsistence and in 
utter ignorance of geographical conditions of the country 
should be kept ever in mind. 

"There are fully 9,000 miles of these golden \\'atern·ays 
in the region of the Yukon. Rivers, creeks and streams 
of every size and description are all rich in gold. I 
derived this knowledge from many old Hudson Bay ex
plorers, who assured me that they considered the gold 
next to inexhaustible. 

"In 1894 I made a report to Sir John Thompson, then 
premier of Canada, \\'ho died the same year at 
\ \'indsor castle, strongly urging that a body of Cana
dian police be established on the river to maintain order. 
This was done in 1895, and the British outpost of Fort 
Cudahy \\'as founded. 

"I have known gold to exist there since 1889, conse
quent upon a report made to me by \\'. Ogilvie, the gov
ernment explorer. ::\la:1y streams that will no doubt prove 
to be as rich as the Klondike have not been explored or 
prospected. Among these I migHt mention Dominion 
creek. Hootalinqua rin_T, Stewart ri\'er, Liarcl river ancl 
a score of other streams comparatively unknown. 

"It is my judgment and opinion that the 1897 yield of 
the Canadian Yukon \\·ill exceed $10,000,000 in gold. Of 
course, as in the case of the Cariboo and Cassiar districts 
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years ago, it \\'ill be impossible accurately to estimate the 
full amount taken out. 

"'There is now far in excess of $1,000,000 remaining al
ready mined on the Klondike. It is in valises, tin can~ 
and lying loose in saloons, but just as sacredly guar<le<l 
there and apparently as safe as if it \\TIT in a vault. Al
ready this spring we have official knmdedge of over $2,-
000,000 in gold haYing been taken from the Klondike 
camps. It \\'as shipped out on the steamships Excelsior 
and Portland. 

"Incidentally I may say \\'e have data of an official na
ture which lead us to believe that the gold output of the 
Rossland and Kootenai districts for 1897 ,rill be in excess 
of $7,000,000. I should have said, and I have no hesi
tancy in asserting, that ,rithin the course of five years 
the gold yield of the three districts named will exceed 
that of either Colorado, California or South Africa." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

DANGERS OF THE CHILKOOT PASS. 

famous correspondent, \Yas a compan
ion of Omer :\[aris in the journey 

-: through Chilkoot pass. His letter to 
the London Times shows two sides of the picture, and 
is a valuable contribution to the literature of the Klon
dike. Part of his letter follows: 

"The Chilkoot pass is difficult, even dangerous, to 
those not possessed of steady nerves. Toward the sum
mit there is a sheer ascent of 1,000 feet, where a slip 
would certainly be fatal. At this point a dense mist over
took us, but \\C reached Lake Lindeman-the first of a 
series of five lakes-in safety, after a fatiguing tramp of 
fourteen consecutiYe hours through half-melted sno\Y. 
Here ,ye had to build our mrn boat, first felling the tim
ber for the purpose. The journey down the lakes occu
pied ten days, four of which were passed in camp on 
Lake Bennett during a violent storm, which raised a 
hea\'y sea. The rapids followed. One of these latter, 
the 'Grand Canyon.' is a mile long, and dashes through 
walls of rock from 50 to 100 feet high; six miles below 
are the '\\'hite Horse rapids,' a name \\·hich many fatal 
accidents haYe converted into the ":\[iner's Grave.' But 
snags and rocks are evcry\Yhcrc a fruitful source of clan
ger on this river, and from this rapid clmn1ward ~carcely 
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a day passed that one did not see some cairn or \\'ooden 
cross marking the last resting-place of some drowned 
pilgrim to the Janel of gold. 

"The journey to the Alaskan gold fields is a hard one 
for the well-equipped explorer, \\'ho travels in light 
marching order. The gold prospector, on the other hand; 
must carry a winter's supplies, clearly purchased at 
Juneau, to be transported at ruinous prices over the Chil
koot pass. He must construct his mm boat (often single
handed) on Lake Lindeman, and assuming that he ar
rives at his destination must secure lodgings at a price 
that would startle a \\' est Encl landlord. And all this 
on, perhaps, a capital of $1,000. not including a ticket 
to Juneau from the Golden Gate or elsc\\·here. X o won
der that the annals of. the Alaska Commercial company 
bear witness to the fact that within the last five years 
hundreds of starving miners ha,·e been sent out of the 
country at the company's expense, and these, as I can 
testify, are but a percentage of those who have perished 
from actual starvation in the dreary purlieus of Circle 
City and Forty :.\Iile creek. 

"There is, however, a brighter side to this gloomy pic
ture, for there are fortunately other approaches to the 
Yukon valley besides the dreaded Chilkoot. The chain 
of mountains of ,vhich the latter forms a part is cut by 
three other passes-the Takou, the Chilkat and the \\'hite 
pass. Of these, the t,rn former may be dismissed as being, 
on account of their length and other difficulties, almost 
as impracticable as the Chilkoot, over which it ,rnuld 
be quite impossible to lay a bridle path; but the White 
pass offers no serious obstacles to the construction of 
a railwav. The \Vhite pass is at least 1,000 feet lower 
than the· Chilkoot, and, unlike the latter, is timbered the 
entire length. The salt-water terminus of this pass is 
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in Skagway bay. eighty-five miles from Juneau. Herc 
ocean steamers can run up at all times to a wharf which 
has been constructed in a sheltered position, and there 
is an excellent tO\rn site with protection from storms. 

"The pass lies through a box canyon surrounded by 
high granite peaks, and is comparatively easy. It has 
already been used by miners who report favorably upon 
the trail, and when it is considered that the adoption of 
thi~ route obviates the clangers and expenses of the Chil
koot, avoids Lakes Lindeman and Bennett (the stormiest 
and most perilous of the whole chain), shortens and great
ly diminishes the expense of the journey to the Yukon 
Yalley. and. above all, can be used throughout the year 
(the interior of Alaska is no,,· completely cut off from the 
world for nine months in the year), there can be little 
reasonable doubt tha~ the \\'hite pass is the beq and most 
practicable route to the Yukon gold field,;. 

"It is said that a scheme is now in progress to open up 
the \\'hite pass and facilitate the transport of miners and 
stores to the mining settlements. and this is earnestly to 
be ,vished for. An English company, the British Colum
bia development association, limited, has already estab
lished a landing ,Yharf, and is erecting a wharf and saw
mills at ~kag\\ ay. whence it is proposed (as soon as feas
ible) to lay down a line of rail some thirty-fin miles long, 
~triking the Yukon river at a branch of the Teslin lake, 
about 100 miles below Lake Lindeman, which is the de
boudrnre of the Chilkoot pass. By this means the tedious 
and difficult navigation between these two points will be 
a Yoiclecl, and the only dangerous parts of the river below. 
Yiz.: the Grand Canyon and \ \'hite Horse rapids, "·ill 
be circumvented by a road or rail portage. Light-draught 
steamers will be put on from Teslin lake to the canyon. 
and from the foot of the latter to all the towns and camps 
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on the river. Arrangements \\·ill also be made for direct 
communication \\·ith Skag\\'ay by the existing lines of 
steamers, \\'hich now only call at Juneau, \\' hence trans
shipment is necessary. 

'·It is stated that this route \\'ill be open for use and 
traffic in a few months' time, \\·hen the cost of transport
ing freight and passengers \\'ill be very considerably re
duced and the difficulties of transit practically eliminated. 
:.\I uch, however, depends upon the Canadian government, 
\\·hich, in vie\\' of the increasing rush of miners to the 
Yukon valley (many of whom must, under existing con
ditions, inevitably starve during the coming \\'inter), 
should lose no time in constructing a wagon road over 
the \ \'hitc pass. 

"\\'hen the above scheme has been carried out the pros
pector (ewn of limited means) may reasonably hope to 
reach his claim in safety and at a comparatively moderate 
outlay. At present I should certainly recommend all 
those intending to try their luck in Alaska to defer their 
journey until a less hazardous route than that via the 
Chilkoot pass is open to them. It is \Yith the object of 
warning Englishmen \\'ho may be deceive·d by the allur
ing advertisements of unscrupulous agents that I ha \'l' 
addressed you this letter. That there is gold in large 
quantities on the Yukon has been conclusively proved, 
but the \\·ealth of the Indies would not compensate the 
risks now attendant on the journey. As an old Yukon 
miner remarked to me at Juneau: 'One thousand dollars 
a day would not fetch me over the Chilkoot again, but 
open up the \\'bite pass and \\'e \Yill soon haw another 
Johannesburg at Forty Mile creek.'" 

"Jack" Carr, the Yukon mail carrier, in answer to the 
hundreds of inquiries received by him from people all 
over the country. \\'rote as follows: 

11 
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"No one should think of leaving Seattle for the Klon
dike later than September I, and even at that elate he 
\mule! require to have his \\·hole outfit packed over tl:e 
mountain. From Dyea to Lake Lindeman, or from Skag
\Yay to \\.incly Arm, the t\\·o passes now tisecl, the round 
trip requires three clays, and it takes a good, husky man 
to pack 100 pounds over either route. As the necessary 
outfit for a man will ,wigh fully 1,000 pounds, you can 
easily see that it ,mule! take him thirty-six clays to pack 
his outfit unaided over either of the passes alone. 

"The distance from Dyea over the Chilkoot pass to 
the head of Lindeman is twenty-four miles. From 
~kag\Yay to the head of \Yincly Arm, over the \Yhite pass, 
the distance is thirty-one miles. A horse cannot go the 
full distance over the Chilkoot pass, but the \ \'hite pass 
is passable for a horse the entire distance. According to 
the latest information I have, George Rice ,\·ill have 
about forty-fiye pack horses on the \\'hite trail. 

"~ow, anybody who thinks of leaving for the Klon
dike late in the season should be warned of the great 
peril he will encounter. If he should be frozen in at any 
point between the pass and Dawson he would be there 
till spring. I can easily demonstrate just how that would 
be. He has with him 1,000 pounds of dead weight. To 
move this in winter is almost impossible. The snow is 
dry and frosty, and a sleigh pulls Yery hard over it. The 
best a man could hope to do would be to haul 200 pounds, 
and with this he could make about fifteen miles a clay. 
~ay he starts from a given point, takes 200 pounds of 
his freight for seven and a half miles, and then comes 
back after his other stuff, thus making his round trip for 
the clay fifteen miles. You can see that it would take him 
five days to make seven and a half miles. The total dis-
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tance from Dyea or Skagway to Dawson City is 578 
miles. 

"If a person should have the misfortune to be frozen 
in, my advice to him is to go ashore at once. build a small 
cabin, and prospect any small creeks in the vicinity. Thi~. 
of course, is on the supposition that he is not alone, but 
is a member of a party of several. 

"Of course, a man should bear in mind that, as to the 
river itself, it never freezes over smooth. The ice forms 
in great rough masses, which render travel impossible. 
The river freezes up by October 15." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE "BACK DOOR" ROUTE. 

dike country is the highway of the 
Hudson's Bay company. The :-lac
kenzie river stretches its length of I,

..J.SO miles most of the distance, and 
gold-seekers can float on its waters to 
one of the several rivers which offer 
ways to reach the western slope of the 

divide, far up under the :\retie circle. 
It is interesting to note that the "back door" route to 

the Klondike follows the first continental route across 
X orth America. This ,Yay was Jiscovered by :-Iackenzie 
in 1785. \\·hen he paddled his canoe from Great SlaH 
lake clown the river which bears his name to the :\retie 
ocean, which :\Iackenzie supposed was the Pacific ocean. 
The next year after making the same trip, he went up 
the Peace river and crossed over the divide to the western 
slope, which now is A.laska, thence to Bering sea. 

The Xorthwest territory includes the basins of the 
Athabasca, ~Iackenzie an<l Great Fish rivers. The first 
exploration, purely geographical in character, in this dis
trict \Yas made by Samuel Hearne, who was sent in 1770 
by the Hudson's Uay company northward in the direc
tion of the Arctic waters. He reached the :\retie ocean 
and wrote an account of his journey, but this important 
document \Yas held by the Hudson's Bay company for 
20 years before it was published. A Canadian family 
of the name of Beaulieu founded a settlement north of 
Lake Athabasca, an<l in 1778 a fort was erected there. 
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X ext an Englishman. named Pond, guided bY these 
half-castes, advanced as far as the Great Slave lake, and 
7 years later :-Iackenzie entered upon his explorations. 
After ~Iackenzie's expedition no voyage of discovery was 
undertaken until 1820, \\'hen Sir John Franklin explored 
the X orthwest territories between Lake \ Yinnipeg and the 
Arctic ocean. :\fter this the trappers and half-breeds in 
the employ of the X orthwest Hudson's Bay company 
traveled all onr the X ortlrn·est territories. 

The gold-seeker who takes the "back door" route to 
the Klondike fields will travel through a country which 
has been placed in song and story by those "·ho sang 
and wrote of the deeds clone by the trappers, voyageurs 
and other adnnturers in the employ of the fur com
panies. The route ( described in preceding pages of this 
book) starts from Edmonton, which is a terminal of a 
spur of the Canadian Pacific railroad from Calgary on 
the main line, and is 1,772 miles from Chicago. For the 
first forty miles toward the placer mines of the Klondike 
the gold-seeker ,,·ill tranl over a well made stage road 
to Athabasca landing. and here he ,,·ill strike the waters 
which, eventually, will find their way into the Arctic 
ocean. 

The Athabasca river, \Yhich is the main upper branch 
of the ::\lackenzie, has its remotest southern source in 
the little lake, on the east side of :- rt. Brown in the Rocky 
mountains, which passes under the name of the "Commit
tee's punch bowl." That is one of its names, for in com
mon \Yith all the other lakes and rivers and streams in 
the X orthwest territory, it has any\\'here from 2 to 7 
names, as every watercourse has been named by English 
and Canadian trappers and th_e Indian tribes that are lo
cal to the vicinity. The term Athabasca is not often used. 
The Canadians calling it the "Eiche." On some English 
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maps it passes under the name of ''Elk river.'' The Ath
abasca receives the drainage of the lesser Slave lake as 
well as the overflow of several other lakes from the west. 
At the foot of Bark mountain the Athabasca runs over the 
"Great rapids," which is an inclined plane about 60 
miles long, unbroken by any falls or cataracts, and only 
occasionally is the water ruffled by rocks projecting above 
the surface. 

The Athabasca enters Lake Athabasca 550 miles from 
its source. At present the alluvial delta extends towards 
the northwest about 30 miles, having many channels 
which change their direction and size with every inunda
tion. Athabasca lake stands about 500 feet above the 
sea level. It is in the form of a crescent, ,vith the convex 
side facing north, the shores are very irregular and have 
many deep inlets. The lake receives its chief tributary 
from the west, and here also is the outlet, so that the 
cklta is common to both the affluent and effluent. The 
Athabasca and Peace rivers uniting form the Great Slaw 
river, which is a very large stream, but its passage 
through the Caribou hills is so obstructed by rapids that 
boatmen have to make 7 portages between the Dog 
river from the east and the Salt river from the west. 

Below these rapids the true -:\ I ackenzie, or the "Great" 
river, as the natives call it, begins ib 1 .-1-50 miles journey 
to the Arctic ocean. Cp to the Great Slave lake into 
which it empties it passes between woode<l hills. The 
Great Slave lake is one of the largest in :\' orth America: 
it is not less than 300 miles long, 60 miles at its ,viclest 
part and has an area of about 10,000 square miles. In 
the ,rest it is shallow, but its eastern end is bordered by 
steep cliffs and high bluffs and the waters there, it is said, 
are 650 feet deep. The 63d parallel crosses the northern 
waters of Great Slave lake. The -:\lackenzie escapes from 
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the lake at the northwest. It first widens into basins that 
are almost stagnant, and then its banks come together, 
and the river bed falls rapidly to ,,here the Liard comes 
in from the south. 

Below the confluence of the Liard the :\Iackenzie main
tains a width of 2,000 yards; at many points the banks 
are -+ to 5 miles apart. Se\"l·ral rapids occur, of which 
but one, the Sans-Saut, offer any dangers to navigation. 
The delta of the :\Iackenzie extends north and south a 
distance of 90 miles, with an area of -1-.000 square miles. 
This delta, ho,,cnr. is common also to the Peel or 
Plumee river, \Yhich comes in from the \Yest. 

The Athabasca-l\lackenzie river, ,,·hich has a total 
length of nearly 2,700 miles, has a bzisin of at least -1-60,-
000 square miles, has been used regularly for the trans
port of provisions and merchandise since 1887. Steamers 
from Lake \\'innipeg ascend the Saskatchewan ri,·er to 
a large rapid, which is evaded by a short railroad, beyond 
which navigation again is resumed. A. \Yagon road IOO 
miles long runs to the A.thabasca river, ,,·hich is descend
ed by steamers and flat-bottomed boats, according to the 
nature of the waters, to Fort Smith, on the Great Slave 
river. At this point is a portage 12 miles long. Beyond 
the portage steamers which draw S feet regularly ply on 
the :\Iackenzie to its estuary. as ,,ell as on the Peace and 
Liard rivers, and on Lake Dease. This gins the united 
Saskatchewan and Athabasca-:\Iackenzie basins a water
way of 7,500 miles, almost every mile of ,,hich is navi
rrable and bc\'Ol1d which navigation can be continued 
h ' • 

along the Arctic seaboard to Bering strait for three 
months in the year. 

The forts and settlements along the Athabasca-:\Iac
kenzie route have acquired a certain celebrity in connec
tion with the stories of adventure and tales of romance 
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which are connected with the names of -:\Iackenzie, 
Franklin, Back, Richardson and other noted explorers. 
Fort :'.\[dlurray stands at the confluence of the Atha
basca and Clearwater rivers at the famous La Loche 
portage, which has been the main route of Canadian trav
elers and trappers for a century. ' 

Fort Chippewayan stands at the western extremity of 
T .ake Athabasca. The shiftings of the alluvial delta have 
compelled the trappers to move Fort Chippewayan sev
eral times. Fort Smith is at the end of the portage from 
Smith's landing, between Lake Athabasca and Great 
~la\"C lake, and beyond are Fort Resolution and Fort 
Providence, on the Great Slave lake, all of them famous 
in connection ,vith Sir John Franklin's expedition, just 
as Fort Reliance has acquired fame because of its asso
ciation ,vith the exploits and adventures of Back. Fort 
Reliance, however, has been abandoned. 

In the region betv,-een the Great Slave and Great Bear 
lakes is Fort Simpson, the chief ,-tation, ,vhich ~tands at 
the junction of the Liarcl and -:\Iackenzie riwrs. com
manding also the route from the sources of the Stikeen 
river to South Alaska. Fort \ \' rigley is the next station 
above Fort ~impson, then comes Fort Xorman, which 
stands at the juncture of the :.\[ackenzie and the Hare
skin rivers; still further north is Fort Good Hope, and 
then comes Fort :.\IcPherson, the most northern of the 
posts, ,vhich stands at the junction of the Peel and the 
:.\1ackenzie rivers. and ,vhich has been maintained in a 
state of defense since 1848. 

The gold-seeker must be prepared to stand cold weather 
as well as hot weather on this "back door" route, depend
irig on the time of the year he makes the trip. The Hud
son's Bay company trappers traverse this ,vhole district 
from one end of the year to the other. Snow seldom 
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falls during intensely cold weather. At Fort Chippe
\Yayan, which is in 58 degrees -t-3 minutes north latitude, 
the mean temperature is 27 degrees Fahr.; extreme of 
cold, 49 degrees below zero; extreme of heat, 86 degrees 
above zero. At Fort Good Hope, which is 66 degrees 20 

minutes north latitude, the thermometer sinks 62 degrees 
below zero, and for six months, that is from October 17 
to April 24, the average temperature at Fort Confidence, 
which is in practically the same latitude as Fort Good 
Hope, is 14 degrees below zero. 

At Fort Simpson, \Yhich is 62 degrees north latitude, 
a boat is loaded every year \\·ith potatoes grown there to 
supply the station of Fort Good Hope on the Lower :dac
kenzie; at Fort Simpson also barley is in the ear 75 days 
after being smrn, although the ground is permanently 
frozen for a depth of at least 7 feet IO to I2 feet below the 
surface. SnmY, however, is seldom more than 3 feet deep 
in ,Yinter. and horses pass the season there in the open. 

The half-caste trappers in the service of the Hudson\ 
Bay company are noted the \\·oriel over for their physical 
strength, their skill, indifference to cold and hardships. 
and coolness in the presence of danger. In all proba
bility the rush of the gold-seekers next spring ,viii tear 
clown, in a good measure, the veil of romance and mys
tery which has hidden this land from the outside world 
for so many years. It might be of service to the men 
who intend to take the "back door" route to know that 
the principal food of the trappers and Indians of the 
X orthwest country is pemmican, "jerked beef," ,vhich. it 
is said, contains more nutritious elements, bulk for bulk, 
than any similar preparation. The normal ration of pem
mican for one day for one man is but two and a half 
pounds; that seems to satisfy even the Indians. Pemmi-
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can is made from the round of bed. cut in strips and dried, 
and then shredded or mixed with beef tallow and raisins. 

Craft \\'. Higgins of Chicago, one of the promoters of 
the British Pacific railway, which is intended to open up 
and develop the rich Caribou gold country, and who wa5 
all through British Columbia and the X orthwest territory 
in 1892-3, and afterward made a trip to the Yukon, is 
one authority for the statement that the back door route 
was not only the most practicable, but the most feas
ible of the overland routes; entailed less hardships than 
that through the Chilkoot pass, did not take near so long 
a time as the other routes, and that transportation of sup
plies was much easier. :\Ir. Higgins said: 

"The jumping-off place is at Edmonton, I .77 2 miles 
from Chicago, on the Canadian Pacific raihYay. A stage 
line runs from there to Athabasca landing, on the Atha
basca river, and the Canadian Pacific intends to extend 
its line north from Edmonton to that point. A.t Edmon
ton the Canadian Pacific owns ycry large coal mines. 
From Athabasca landing you can take a canoe and go 
down ,vith the current to Athabasca lake, and then into 
Great Slave lake, through \Yhich runs the :.\lackenzie 
river, by which you reach the Arctic ocean. \\'hen the 
mouth of the :\Iackenzie is reached the Peel ri\"er can be 
taken south to the Rocky mountains, ''" hich are crossed 
by trail. \ \'hen across the range the Stewart river opens 
the ,Yay to the near-by Klondike regions. 

"From Edmonton to the mouth of the :Mackenzie the 
distance is r,882 miles, as given by the Hudson's 
Bay company, which has a number of trading posts, 
well stocked ,vith provisions and supplies of all kinds, 
at short intervals along the route, as it has been 
using this trail for the last roo years. The port
ages are all short, with the exception of one at 
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Smith's lailding of about sixteen miles, but this is 
very easy to make. One can take the splendid tram
\\'a y which the Hudson's Bay company has built. >.'one 
of the other portages is more than a few hundred yards in 
length. The trip is dmrn grade all the ,,·ay, and \\'hcrcvcr 
there is water of any depth at all small freight steamers 
are continually plying back and forth. The trip can be 
made from Edmonton to the mouth of the :-Iackenzie 
in less than 60 days, but if Peel river is frozen, dog trains 
\\'ill have to be taken from there to the Klondike; but 
c>vcn with those the disadyantages and hardships ,vill not 
be half those to be overcome in going by \\·ay of Dyea. 
One great advantage of this route is that it is an organ
ized line of travel. and the numerous po,;ts of the Hudson\ 
Bay company can furnish prospectors with ample sup
plies, enabling them to travel very light, as only sufficient 
rnpplies are necessary to last from one post to another. 

"I \\·ould not like to say just exactly what the cost of 
the trip via the 'back door route' \\·ould be, but I think it 
could be made for less money than any of the others which 
are now so popular. Canoes can be obtained readily from 
the Indians, but it is not advisable to attempt to use them 
\\·ithout the assistance of an Indian who is familiar ,vith 
the frail birch-bark canoes. These canoes can be secured 
to carry several tons. The Hudson's Bay company also 
contracts to take freight north on their steamers during 
the season of open navigation. 

"\Vith a small expenditure of money this route can be 
improved and the facilities increased so that any amount 
of freight and any number of passengers can be taken 
to the gold regions. I ,,·as told at Edmonton that still 
south of the international boundary line the mountains 
were very high, but that the elevation continually lowered 
northward until there remained only a high plateau. In 
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fact, the pass through the Rocky mountains which the 
British Pacific will use is some 200 miles north of the 
Canadian Pacific and only about 2,200 feet high, being the 
lowest elevation at \\'hich any transcontinental road cross
es the divide. 

"In talking with members of the Hudson's Bay posts 
and officers of the Canadian mounted police at Calgary 
and Edmonton, and also at Victoria and up in the famous 
Caribou country, I ,Yas told that several years ago some 
S6o,ooo,ooo in gold was taken out; that the mines were 
being worked by hydraulic mining; that all the beds of 
the small streams from the 6oth parallel to the mouth of 
the -:\Jackenzie river were filled with gold. A great num
ber of those running west from the :.Iackenzie river even
tually empty into the Yukon. \ \'hen I was told this, of 
course, I did not pay so much attention to it, because the 
g-olcl fever was not so rampant as at present. The Cassiar 
and Ominaca districts have long been known to be ex
tensively rich in gold, and if one-half of what has been 
told to me is true they will not only rival but surpass the 
now famous Klondike. I have seen any number of the 
most beautiful specimens of 1Yhitc quartz filled with gold. 
and \\·hen the method of quartz mining is perfected up 
in that far north the present placer claims will soon seem 
wonderfully poor in comparison. 

"Dr. Dawson, the eminent geologist of the Canadian 
government, who only a few years ago made an extensive 
and exhaustive geological survey of the northwestern 
provinces of Canada, told me that he considered the rea
son for the gold being found in the small streams was clue 
to the breaking and grinding action of the glaciers more 
than for any other cause. Gold undoubtedly exists in 
places in large and paying quantities, but quartz mining 
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requires machinery and money, and, of course, is not the 
poor man's proposition, as is placer mining." 

:\Igr. Clut, the missionary auxiliary bishop of :\tha
basca and :\ lackenzie, has been in that far off land for 
many years, laboring as an Oblat father and subsequently 
as bishop. He is quite familiar \\'ith the country \\'hich is 
now attracting such numbers of gold-seekers, and a quar
ter of a century ago he journeyed through the \vhole Yu
kon country. Although no one dreamt of gold deposits 
then, and :\lgr. Clut knew nothing of the mineral re
sources of the region till after\\'ard, he knows all about 
climatic conditions of the Yukon district, and how best 
it can be reached. 

In the spring of 1872, Francois :\Iercier, now of :\Ion
treal, returned to San Francisco from Alaska, \\'here he
had been representing the Commercial company of Alas
ka, and reported that the Indians were becoming so 
troublesome as to obstruct trade. The company promised 
to send up a couple of hundred armed men to protect the 
traders, but :.\ [ r. :.\1 ercier suggested that two or three 
roman catholic missionaries would do more good than 
as many hundred soldiers, and so Father Clut \\ as a~ked 
to go. Accompanied by several French Canadian repre
sentatives of the company, he set out on August 30, 1872. 
and did not return till September 8, 1873, \\'intering at 
Fort Yukon. 

Speaking of the experiences of that trip, which \Yas a 
long and difficult one, :Mgr. Clut said emphatically that 
it \\'Ot1ld be more than folly for any one to attempt to 
reach the Klondike without being able to take along with 
him plenty of \Yarm. clothing, as \\·ell as a good supply 
of food. He had already dissuaded a good many people 
whom he had met during the present visit east, from start
ing off at once for the so-called land of gold. It \\'Ould 



188 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

be simply impossible for gold-hunting to be accomplished 
during the winter ,vith snow on the hard, frozen ground. 

As to the best means of reaching the country, Bishop 
Clut is of the opinion that the route by the :-Iackenzie 
river is by far the safest and most practicable. Of this 
route he said: ''It may take longer, but the difficulties 
the prospector will have to overcome going via Fort ~Iac
pherson will be certainly very much less than in going 
through the passes from Dyea on the coast. After leav
ing ~Iacpherson the Rocky mountains han to be crossed, 
the distance to ,rhat is called Lapierre house being about 
8o miles, and this is the only portage to be met ,rith. save 
one of 16 miles after !t:aving Athabasca landing, 6o miles 
from Edmonton." 

According to men who have traveled the ~Iackenzie 
ri\'cr route, $200 is sufficient to cover transportation ex
penses from Chicago to the Klondike country. 

To travel over it passengers mu~t go to ~t. Paul and 
there take train over the Canadian Pacific. Leaving St. 
Paul at 9 o'clock in the morning, the international boun
dary at Portal will be crossed at 4 o'clock the next morn
ing. At 2 :22 the fol!O\ring morning the Chicagoan will 
find himself at Calgary, \\·here he will leave the main line 
of the Canadian Pacific and travel to Edmonton, a point 
1,772 miles from Chicago, and where the rail portion of 
the journey ends. The railroad fare from Chicago is 
~53.65. 

:\ stage ride of 40 miles will bring him to Athabasca 
landing. Here he ,Yill find a continuous ,,·atern·ay for 
canoe travel to Fort Macpherson at the north mouth of 
the :-Iackenzie river, from which point the Peel river leads 
south to the gold regions. From Edmonton to Fort 
~Iacpherson is 1,882 miles. 

~ \ recent letter from a missionary declared the ice had 
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only commenced to run in the Peel rivn Sept. 30 last 
year. The Peel river is the \\'ater route southeast from 
Fort \Iacpherson into the g'Old regions. 

Travelers need not carry any more food than will take 
them from one Hudson's Bay post to the next, and there 
is abundance of fish and \Yilcl fowl along the route. They 
can also get assistance at the posts in case of sickness or 
accident. 

If lucky enough to make their "pile" in the Klondike 
they can come back by the clog-sled route in the ,,·inter. 
There is one mail to Fort Macpherson in the \Yinter. 
Dogs for teams can be bought at any of the Hudson's 
Bay posts \\'hich form a chain of roadhouses on the trip. 

Parties traveling alone \\'ill need no guides until they 
get near Fort \Iacpherson, the route from Edmonton be
ing so \\'ell defined. 

It is estimated that a party of three could provide them
selves with food for the canoe trip of t,, o months for $35. 
Pork, tea, flour and baking powder would suffice. 

Parties should consist of three men, as that is the crew 
of a canoe. It will take 600 pounds of food to carry three 
men over the route. The paddling is all done down
stream except when they turn south up Peel river, and 
sails should be taken, as there is often a favorable wind for 
da:vs. There are large scmYs on the line manned by ten 
men each, and known as "sturgeon heads." They are like 
canal boats, but are punted along, and are used by the 
Hudson's bay people for taking supplies to the forts. 

This is the way one enthusiastic advocate of the "back
door" route puts the proposition: 

"Let the voyager build his boat at Fargo, N. D., or 
\foorhead, ~Iinn., on the Reel River of the North, float it 
down stream (north) to Lake Winnipeg, then cross Lake 
Winnipeg to the mouth of the Saskatchewan river, then 

12 
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follow that river up stream to the forks, where the 
north branch empties its waters into the Saskatchewan. 
Follow from there the North branch up stream to White 
·whale lake. Here is the first transfer overland, IO miles 
westward to Pembina river. Then float down stream on 
the Pembina river to the Athabasca, thence down stream 
to Lake Athabasca, crossing it and taking the Slave river 
clmrn stream. Crossing the Great Slave lake, take the 
Mackenzie river northward (down stream) until the 
mouth of the Liard or '..\fountain river is reached. Fol
low the Liard or l\Iountain river up stream to Simpson 
lake, where the second and last transfer by land occurs, 
50 miles northward to Francis lake, ,vhich is the head
\\"ater;; of the Pelly river. Float down this Pelly river to 
the Yukon, thence down the Yukon, prospecting as you 
go, until your El Dorado is reached. 

"A boat 25 feet long, 5 feet wide, 2-! feet deep, built of 
wood or sheet iron, rigged for two pairs of timber wheels, 
or with an iron axle made to fit the bottom of the boat, 
with which to transport it across the land, could easily 
carry six men and their supplies for a year, allmving 3 
men to rest while the other 3 manage the boat. Take four 
pairs of good, strong oars, four long poles, a sail and 
about 1 ,ooo feet of I -!-inch strong rope for cordelling pur
poses on some of the streams where you go against the 
current. 

"All the land you traverse after reaching the British 
possessions is ,,-here the Hudson's Bay company has its 
many outposts and trading houses. This country, until 
Great Slave lake is reached, is filled with all sorts of 
game. 

"It will probably take no longer to go this route than 
it "·ill to go by ns:-el from Seattle to St. :vlichael, at the 
mouth of the Yukon, and thence 2,000 miles up the Yu-
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kon on the very small steamers in use on that river, an<l 
as there will be little opportunity to use or spend money 
on this route, it being one in which the voyager 'works 
his way,' it will no doubt prove the popular overland route 
to the gold fields by the class of hardy spirits not over
burdened \\·ith cash. 

"A light steam vessel or steam launch could tow 1; 
of these boats as far as the depth o~ water would permit, 
and at the t\\·o places \Yhere transportation by land is re
quired it will not be long before some sturdy, enterpris
ing man ,Yill locate at each, with horses or oxen, ,rith 
wheels rigged especially to transfer these boab and their 
cargoes from one stream to the other. thus rendering the 
yoyage one of only ordinary lacor of from 3 to S weeks to 
complete. 

"The prospects are that enough hides and furs can be 
taken \\·hile in transit to pay all the expenses of the excur
s10n. Thes·e rivers are solidly frozen until :\larch or 
~..\pril. Leaving Fargo when the ice breaks, these boah 
can follow it, and as fast as the ice runs out of the :\Iac
kenzie you follow, which ,vill permit you to reach the 
gold fields \Yhile the Yukon ice is running out, at lea~t 
one month before any steamer can ascend it. Y Ott can 
carry your guns, axes, saws and supplies for a year \\·ith 
vou. The steamers on the Pacific and the Yukon will not 
carry a pound of any sort of freight for a miner, but com
pel them to purchase everything tlwy desire from the 
stores belonging to the company that owns the vessels, 
and at prices that almost amount to confiscation.'' 

A.nother man who believes in the "back door·· route i~ 
"'Si'' :\[alterner of Canton. );_ Y., who, for the third time, 
i~ on his \Yay to the Arctic ocean by wa\· of the lordly 
:\lackenzie. 

Just before leaYing home he said: 
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"Take the Canadian Pacific to Calgary and the branch 
line to Edmonton. A stage ride will place you at Atha
basca landing, on water that empties into the Arctic 
ocean. From there you pass through the Great Slave 
lake into the ::\Iackenzie river. Float down that stream 
about 1,100 miles to the mouth of the Peel river. Go up 
the Peel about 15 miles to the mouth of the Husky. Fol
low up this stream to the divide. A portage of 4 miles ,Yill 
put you on the Porcupine river. From there you paddle 
up stream past Cudahy and Circle City to Klondike, or 
rather Dawson City. 

"I will make the trip alone. Two years ago I ,,·ent ,, ith 
a party from the lake to the ocean and back. Last year 
I ,wnt alone. I left the landing ::\lay I, and landed at the 
mouth of the river July 30. The ::\Iackenzie, from the 
lake, is from 3 to 8 miles wide. ·where it is joined 
by the Peel it widens to r 5 miles, and at its moutfi it must 
be about 60 miles wide. From lake to ocean is about I,-

400 miles. There are some bad places in the stream. One 
of these consists of a succession of dangerous rapids ex
tending for 100 miles, that no one should attempt unless 
under the direction of an experienced guide. The cur
rent is strong and rapid. I made the trip in a seventeen
foot Petersborough canoe. 

''The country through which the rinr runs is rolling 
and has considerable timber along the low places. There 
i~ considerable game, including moose, caribou, sheep. 
hirds and mosquitoes. The latter deserve to be classed 
as game, though the man is the hunted, not the hunter. 
in their case. In summer it is hot along the river. ): car 
the Arctic circle the thermometer sometimes stood at i ,; 
and 80. The sun, of course, shines all summer. rn there is 
no chance to cool off. 

"There i~ but one way to get hack, and that is to l'lraw 
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your boat by a rope and walk along the bank a la canal
boat. The Hudson's Bay company operates an 80-foot 
boat from the mouth of the Peel river to Fort Smith, 200 

miles this side of Great Slave lake, but does not accept 
passengers or freight. This company also has stations 
every 200 or 300 miles along the river." 

P. J. Curran of 5818 Aberdeen street, Chicago, will 
start for Alaska about :\Iarch r. He expects to go "cross 
lots'' and to get there in seven weeks. 

:'.\[r. Curran, ,vho is employed at the stock yards. was a 
member of the Canadian mounted police patroling the 
British Northwest territory for 8 years. He is familiar 
with the country and the needs for a journey and will 
lead a party of four from Chicago to the Klondike gold 
fields. 1Irs. Curran, who was a teacher and mi,~i(n1ary 
among the Indians of the northwest for r 5 years. wear, 
two bright gold rings \Yhich were molded by a frontic·r 
blacksmith from gold panned by her husbanu from the 
Saskatchewan river. 

Gold is found, according to :\Ir. Curran, in all of the 
streams of the northwest in varying quantities and ha~ 
been mined in a desultory way for many years. 

During his residence in the territory :\Jr. Curran says 
prospecting parties frequently pushed north, but the 
policy of the Hudson's Bay company, which has grown 
rich from trading with the Indians since the time of 
Charles II., has been to discourage white men from get
ting a foothold. 

:\Ir. Curran outlined his plans as follows: 
At Edmonton ,ve will purchase a clog team, and travci 

north with these swift runners along the system of lake., 
and rivers which find their outlet into the Arctic ocean 
through the :\fackenzie river. 

"From some point on the upper :\Iackenzie we wiil 
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turn our course overland, and thus make the journey to 

the gold fields of the Klondike. 
"Starting from Edmonton :.larch 1, we will make the 

journey after the most rigorous part of the winter has 
softened under the influences of the lengthening days, 
but before any of the \\'aterways have broken up, so that 
the journey may be made all the way with clog sledges. 
\Ve expect to be on the grounds by the time spring pros
pecting opens." 

l\lr. Curran said that many of the prospectors were not 
taking counsel of wisdom in selecting their outfits. "I 
see no reason why," he said, "the miners cannot live for a 
season on the kind of rations \\'hich the Canadian police 
thrive on all of the year. A pound of flour and a pound of 
bacon a clay sustains the life of those in the government 
service, and often sends them back living pictures uf 
health to their friends, \\'ho had seen them leave their 
eastern homes frail and delicate. Canned goods are out 
of place in the traveler's outfit for the reason they take 
c1p room and are not valuable as food. 

"For supplies to last one man 400 days f would lake 
400 pounds of flour, 400 pounds of bacon-fat meat is 
necessary to sustain life in a cold climate-75 pounds of 
beans, 50 pounds of evaporated apples, 60 pounds oi 
sugar, 12 pounds of tea. Tea is better as a drink in cold 
countries than coffee. X orthern natives and white tratl
ers use tea as the staple drink. 

":'.\ly clothing outfit will be two suits of heavy under
wear, two heavy flannel shirts, six pairs of socks, two 
r,airs of long stockings, two pairs of moleskin trousers, 
one pair of heavy boots, four pairs of moccasins, t\\'o 
pairs of druffels, leather mittens, \Yool mittens, fur cap, 
a Canadian toque, four pairs Hudson bay blankets and 
a bearskin robe." 
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The things described, \\"ith pick, shovel, tools an<l a 
canvas canoe, \\"ill comprise the load which ).Ir. Curran 
expects his dog team can haul over the track at the rate of 
50 miles a day. A good dog team, he thinks, should be 
purchasccl at Edmonton for $60, unless dogs have 
"boomed" since he priced them in that city. :\Ir. Curran 
estimates the expense of the trip at $600. He will pur
chase his entire outfit at Edmonton and not try to ob
tain anything from the stores and stations of the Hud
son's Bay company ·which are scattered along the \\"ay. 

The country through which he will trayeJ abounds with 
game-deer, moose, elk, red deer, ducks and geese, and 
black and grizzly bear are common enough, so that the 
tourist, armed with shotgun and rifle, need not want for 
fresh meat. 

!\lr. Curran is of the opinion that this overland and 
fresh-water route will be the popular line of march when 
gold-hunters become familiar with its merits. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

A YUKON DELICACY. 

OLD SEEKERS who take the all-water 
route to the diggings ,, ill have plenty of 
opportunity of eating a delicacy that is 
characteristic of the \" nkon river. .\ part 
of the regular fare on the Yukon steam
boats is ,1ilcl goose. At the first meal 
one is likely to approach this rare bird 
with a feeling of thankfulness that one's 

lines are cast in such favored places. But this responsiYL· 
condition of mind does not hold its place wry long, for 
wild goose soon ceases to be a joy. and becomes one of the 
hardships of the country. The bird is taken during its 
nesting season, or at its conclusion, and is preserved in 
brine as pork is pickled. The trade in "goose-breasts." 
as the product is called, and in the eggs has become a con
siderable item of local commerce. Seven or eight varie
ties of clucks and the different kinds of swans also are 
taken and sold under the same comprehensive name. 

The summer haunts of the watcrfmd of ?\orth America 
extend over a wide area of British America and Alaska. 
\ Vherever there are stretches of marsh land they come 
in greater or less numbers, but their favorite nesting 
places are along the shore of Bering sea, 11·here there 
are many thousand square miles of lo\\' swamp or grass 
land, called tundra. The numbers of \\'aterfo\\'l of all 
kinds are decreasing, but it is only within the last few 
years that this fact has become more apparent. \'arious 
gun clubs are becoming interested in the question. The 
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fish and game commission of the state of California i5 
making an investigation in the hope of finding a remedy 
to save them from extermination. 

Any one with an idea that the guns of the sportsmen 
are any sort of a factor in the extermination of the birds 
should visit Alaska during the nesting period. From 
time immemorial the Eskimos have taken eggs and fowls 
during the short season they were available. There is 
no system of "candling" eggs to determine their grade 
in vogue among the natives. :\n egg is an egg to them 
at any period of incubation, and as long as the season 
lasts they live in riotous plenty. 

Formerly they \\·ere contented \Yith what they could 
cat during the season, but since they have come into 
closer contact \Yith white people they have learned more 
thorough methods, and now they provide eggs and birds 
to last the whole year through. They dry or pickle the 
flesh, and the eggs are preserved in barrels of muckaluck 
-walrus oil. An addled goose egg kept about a year in 
rancid oil appeals strongly to an Eskimo's peculiarly cul
tivated taste. 

Of late years the outlet for the product of waterfowl 
has become extended and the eggs and geese have be
come regular articles of sale. In addition to their natu
ral craftiness in hunting, the natives have learned system 
from the whites. An egg taken at any time during the 
season is eatable, but to be salable it must be fresh. so the 
Eskimos divide their territory among themselves and 
make a systematic round of the nests each clay during 
the laying season. They get an egg every clay from each 
ROOse's nest, and finally, when her spirit is broken and 
she refuses to yield longer, she is snared \\·ith a noose 
of sinew and goes into pickle, while her nest is left off 
the route. 
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The geese do not fly during the period of nesting, but 
the marsh grass and lo\\' bushes offer a place of refuge 
from their pursuers. That they are not exterminated in 
one season is due to the fact that there are not enough 
natiYes to cover the whole ground systematically. As 
it is, they make excursions daily in their muckaluck 
canoes into ne\Y fields and in a few hours are able to load 
their little boats. They take many young goslings be
fore they are old enough to run. The fresh eggs and 
the old birds are traded to various \Yhite dealers, the 
cost of the eggs to the latter being about 25 cents a 
hundred, yet last fall they were shipped to Forty :.\Iile 
and sold at $1 a dozen. Another outlet for the product 
is among the whalers \\·lio touch at Bering sea point,;. 
It is also traded to the Yukon Indians for furs and sal
mon or even sold back to the Eskimos after they ban'. 
exhausted their mrn supply. 

On the broad expanses of tundra· at the delta of the 
Yukon and along the coast either \\'ay from the riYer 
the wild fowl haYC been particularly plentiful, but are 
year by year becoming less so. It is the habit of the 
birds to return to their native place for nesting, and, as a 
consequence, \Yhen the stock of any locality is exhausted 
there are none to take their place, and over much coun
try \\'here there were formerly endless flocks no\\' there 
are none. The Eskimos are at great pains every year to 
find out good hunting grounds, in spite of the fact that 
\Yith their_ light-draft boats, rigged with sails, they are 
able to patrol a vast deal of coast line, penetrating innu
merable inlets that otherwise \\'ould be free from intru
sion. 

Although the ducks are raided and suffer depletion, 
they are more \Yary than the geese, changing their nests 
if disturbed, or, if pursued too closely, moving to another 
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locality. The lal<es far inland are their favorite breeding 
places, and nobody knows how many such bodies of 
water there are in Alaska. They are a part of every river 
sy:,tem-beautiful lakes, with shores abounding in 
grasses and succulent herbage. 

The only salvation for the waterfowl of ~ orth Amer
ica seems to be in the government of the L nited States 
co-operating with Canada for their protection. If the 
natives were prohibited from taking the eggs at any time 
it would change the present rate of extermination into a 
perceptible increase in the size of the flocks. Eskimos 
are obedient and law-abiding when they understand their 
duty, and a few game \Vardens could maintain the restric
tions over a great territory. 

Archdeacon Canham of the Church of England mis
sion at Rampart house on Porcupine river, has a curious 
fossil which the Indians found in the alluvial deposits 
along the Porcupine. It \\'as the skull and horns pre
sumably of an extinct variety of bison. It differed in 
some respects from the head of an ordinary buffalo, the 
horns, for one thing, being straighter. Their diameter at 
the base was 3 inches, and the skull at the eyes measured 
13f inches in width. 

The Indians claimed to recognize it as a species of 
water buffalo, sea-cow or other animal of aquatic habits, 
the like of which, they assert, is still living, but this 
assertion may be classed with another that is sometimes 
made, to the effect that there are mammoths still alive 
in Alaska, as being more than doubtful. But the valley 
of the middle Yukon is a vast bone-yard. From the great 
variety of fossil remains found in the country it is easy 
to imagine that it once contained almost every animal 
known to science and more. 

The traveler, standing upon the deck of one of the 
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small stern-wheel boats laboriously pushing its \\ ay 
against the powerful current of the Yukon river, will be 
struck with the immense area of alluvial soil, which has 
been carried bodily for centuries and ages from the far 
interior to the verge of Bering sea. The land there is 
being made and unmade constantly. The ice-laden 
freshets of each returning spring never leave unchanged 
the contour of the shores which but imperfectly confine 
the rushing ,vaters. A solid cake of ice, caught in an 
eddy and set into swirling motion, grinds against the 
loosely constructed bank and undermines it until a mass 
of sand or clay falls down upon it. 

The impetus given by the precipitated earth drives the 
ice cake out of the eddy and sends it adrift upon the cur
rent, to be carried on and on, until ~tranded again upon 
the low beaches of the delta or some distant island of 
the sea, when its cargo of soil will be deposited as a gift 
from the great Yukon. On the other hand, land making 
is going on just as constantly. The accidental lodgment 
of one of the gnarled giants of the inland forests on its 
\Yay seaward may cause the formation of a muddy bar 
or island \Yithin the space of a few years. 

Thickets spring up from twigs of \YillmY deposited by 
the passing flood, or from seed carried by the wind and 
strengthen the ne\\" ground, binding together its com
ponent parts with their roots until it can resist the ordi
nary pressure of rushing flood and grinding ice. Even 
then a sudden rise of a few feet in the \\'ater, or an un
usually heavy formation of ice on the upper river may 
undo in a few moments what nature has been years in 
creating. The little island will then dissolve like snow 
before the sun and its component parts be torn a\\'aY 
and carried suspended in the raging flood until the neu
tralizing action of opposing tides cause them to settk 
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and scatter broadcast over the shallow bottom of Bering 
sea contiguous to the great river's mouth. 

Under more congenial skies this vast accumulation of 
the richest soil would doubtless attract a teeming popula
tion; and who knows whether this mighty water power 
may not be now building for the future, when some slight 
deviation in the axis of the \Yhirling globe may unlock 
the icy fetters that now bind the land, compelling man to 
rely upon the prodi1cts of the sea alone for his subsistence, 
and teaching him to look for but scanty favors from moth
er earth. Should that time come in some far distant per
iod, there will be in the Yukon nllcy a field for agricul
tural wealth and greatness surpassing in range and possi
bilities that of the ancient \."ile. The n.iry sea is aiding, 
built.ling up and enriching this possible granary of future 
geologic ages by sending its finny denizens by 
countless millions up into every vein and artery of the 
nst surging and throbbing water system, impregnating 
both soil and water with rnimJte deposits of highly fer
tilizing qualities. 

The few settlements scattered over the large, flat is
lands of the Yukon delta are perched upon the rare points 
of vantage to be found in this land of desolation and 
periodical submersion. An elevation of from IO to r 5 
feet above the ordinary flood line is considered sufficient 
for a village site, especially when further protected by 
adjacent sloughs, through which the waters of freshets 
many escape from the main channel and spread at will m·cr 
the tcnantlcss "tundra." The first section of a site is prob
ably guided also by the presence of a protecting clm•aux

dr-jrisc of drift logs. affording partial security from the 
attacb of ice floes; but the shiftless inhabitants can not 
withstand the temptation to use up their safeguard. and in 
the <'<l111'~l' nf a few years their homes arc unprotectt'd 
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and they scour the riycr banks for miles to gather fuel 
for their fires. 

Though careless and short-~ighted, these people are 
made industrious by necessity. Any relaxation of their 
daily efforts in pursuit of seals, beluga, mink, and musk
rats, as \Yell as any failure to secure their quota of salmon 
and other fishes, simply means starvation, and such per
iods of distress as do occur can always be traced to cor
responding ones of idleness indulged in by these supersti
tious pagans at the behest of their crafty "shamans," or 
medicine men. Living as they do in the direct path of ice 
gorges and floods, it is not surprising to find traditions 
among them of the disappearance of whole villages within 
a night carried a,Yay by evil spirits, according to their be
lief. 

Along the Ap-hun, or northern mouth of the Yukon, 
through which light-draft steamers from ~t. ).Iichael en
ter the river, the banks are somewhat higher, and the 
small settlements more permanent in character. .-\t Kot
lik and Pastolik trading stations have been in operation 
for many years. At the former place, \\·hich is situated at 
the head of a blind slough, the improvements consi5t of 
substantial log buildings surrounded by a strong stock
ade, including a neat chapel erected by the Russian trader 
for the conn:nience of his family. 

To the traveler by boat or canoe in summer or \\·ith 
dog teams in \\·inter, Kotlik has ever been a welcome 
place of shelter and refuge, and many \Yotild ha YC per
ished but for the ready hospitality of this oasis in the ice 
desert. 

The season of rejoicing and prn~perity with the dwell
ers in the delta lands begins with the disappearancv of 
the ice, "hich is simultaneous \\ith the advent of the sal 
111011. The sun of the long ;\retie summer day stands 
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bright in the heavens, and under its genial glare the har
Yect of fish goes on without interruption, and as cyery
bodv can once more revel in the richest food, the pangs 
of hunger of the winter just past are forgotten Children 
roll and tumble over the mossy hummocks of the "tun
dra .. searching for eggs; for nature. having once thrown 
off the austere garb of \Yinter, fairly showers her blessings 
on the wards upon whom she grudgingly bestows her 
scantiest gifts for 8 months of the year. 

Umy as they are, both man and beast, gathering and 
consuming food, they do not miss the first faint whistle 
of the steamboat, still far a\\-ay. battling \\-ith the shifting 
shoals that beset the entrance to the ri,-er. Through the 
stillness of the summer air the churning and puffing of 
the boat can be heard far a,Yay, and as it finally rounds 
the last bend the joyous shouts of ,vomen and children 
are joined by the piercing but dolorous yell of the dogs, 
who resent all arriYals and departures. 

The steamer to these people means tobac~o, powder, 
lead and caps in exchange for mink and muskrat ski;is. 
It also means flour and some calico for the women, ,vith 
the fe,Y enterprising individuals ,Yho haYe piled up a fev.
cords of wood on the river bank to sell to the captain at 
$3 a cord. The captain ,mule! gladly bu,- a great deal 
more at that price, but the supply is limited by the 
amount of energy and ambition latent among th~ men 
of these scattered communities. The boat's furnaces are 
arranged for wood, and wood the captain mu~t haYC: 
therefore he finds himself compelled to carry a number of 
axmen, some on small wages and some working their 
passage, but all to be fed. 

With a crew numbering from 20 to 30 it takes from ,o 
t0 IS hours to wood up, and each cord of fuel is made to 
,nst much more than $3. With one-half the energy pos-
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sessed by the Thlingit tribes, the men living on the lower 
reaches of the river, ,,·here driftwood is piled up in huge 
winrows, could earn money enough each season to bet
ter their condition in many ways and place them beyond 
the reach of want and starvation. On ascending the river, 
winding slU\dy through the innumerable bends. dry land 
still appears insignificant in area when compared with 
the boundless watery surface, until the first hills appear 
not many miles below . ..\ndreafsky station. From tile 
bluff, quite insignificant in height, above the small vil
lage of Kahmiut can be seen, at a single glance, rhe many 
broad outlets of the Yukon from this point. 

:\ndreafsky, formerly a fortified trading post of the 
Russians of considerable importance, and once the scene 
of summary nngeance inflicted upon a band of Ingalik 
for dcprcdat-ions committed on the upper river, is no,,· !mt 
a shadmY of its former self. The strong stockade ha~ 
i)ccn laid low and has probably fed the fires of [he S:a11-
dinavian trader, who for many years collected the furs of 
the river and adjoining "tundra,'" claiming as his field 
of operations the vast triangle bet,\·een the lkogmiut 
mission, the northern mouth of the Yukon, and Cape 
Vancouver. 

His large "bidars,"" laden with goods or skins, could 
then be seen on river, slough and lake throughout the 
summer, and in the winter his clog teams were known 
in enry village. .\' ow what there is left of the trade 
passes through native channels to St. :-.[ichael, the head
quarters of the Alaska Commercial company in the Yu
kon district, and the former trader, now a full-fledged 
steamboat captain, ,Yith a gold band around his cap, 
passes his winters in retirement at the scene of his former 
activity. 

The summer travckr ,d10 camp~ at :\nclreafsky beholds 
13 
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a picture of neglect and desolation, relieved by two or 
three log cabins kept in repair, with windows and doors 
shuttered and barred. The surrounding buildings are 
,Hecks, with falling roofs and gaping walls. A ware
house built by the Russians, of huge logs that still resists 
decay, bereft of its doors, contains a heterogenious mass 
of rusty ironware, oil casks, coal-oil cans, and broken 
traps. 

From Andreafsky upward, the habitations of the na
tives exhibit an entire change in character and construc
tion. They are nearly all above ground, with walls of 
upright logs and planks and slanting roofs covered with 
grass and sods. The only entrance is a round or square 
apertnre in the center of the front wall 18 inches or t,Yo 
feet from the ground. Low platforms line three sides 
of the houses, which are from 15 to 20 feet square. A fire
place and corresponding smoke-hole occupy the center, 
and all the available space overhead is filled with sticks 
and rods, from which dried fish are suspended, making it 
impossible to move about in an erect position under the 
malodorous festoons, from which pellucid drops of oil 
fall gently upon the inmates. :.Iany of these attractive 
homes are also provided ,Yith excavated additions for 
places of refuge during extremely cold ,veather. 

The "kuggats."' or storehouses, in all these villages are 
large and strongly built, a sure sign that food is plentiful. 
Occupying a prominent position midway between the 
dwelling~ and the beach, these caches are all that the 
passing traveler sees of a village, and as they are thickly 
hung \\·ith dryjng salmon throughout the summer the1· 
appear from a distance like bright crimson spots upon th.e 
green hanks of the river. 

The inhabitants of this region could easily gain their 
,11h,i,tPncP hy ,lpynting their time to the catching and 
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curing oi salmon during the season, but they have many 
other sources of supply. Both seals and beluga ascend 
the deep, wide channels of the river. The marshes on 
both sides of the river are fairly alive with wild fowl, 
ducks, geese, swans and cranes; minks, muskrats, land 
otters and arctic foxes yield marketable furs, and bands 
of reindeer still pay occasional visits to their old feeding 
grounds. 

:\Iany populous settlements are located in this vicinity, 
the largest being the village of Kinegmagmiut (the Raz
boinitskaya, or robber's village, of the Russians). On 
approaching the neighborhood of Ikogmiut, the Russian 
mission, long, wooded ridges come in sight on the north
ern bank of the river, the village;; become more frequent, 
and no eddy or oth:-r point of vantage along the shores 
is without its fish-traps, for which the willow thickets of 
the sandy islands furnish ample and most excellent ma
terial. Birch-bark canoes here begin to make their ap
pearance, and are usecl in preference to kayaks for fishing 
or for gathering wood or berries. 

The Russian mission buildings nestle among the hills 
on the right bank of the river, looking clown upon the half 
dozen large native houses ancl a store and warehouse on 
the sanely shore. From Ikogmiut up,varcl the scenery 
along the main banks of the river becomes quite attrac
tive, alternating between wooded hills and towering cliffs 
of sandstone worn into · fantastic shapes by flood ancl 
weather. The middle of the river is clotted with low is
lands, divided by nmddy sloughs and covered 1rith dense 
thickeb of poplar, "·il1011· and stunted ,prncc. 

From the confluence of the Yukon 1rith the Chageluk 
slough and Innoko river, 10 the mouth of its largest tribu
tary, the Tanana, its banb arc settled hy a branch of the 
.\thapascan family, kn"m1 as tlic "Ingalik." Cnlike their 
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kin on the upper river and in the interior, these people 
depend more upon fish for their subsistence than upon 
game. The close Yicinity of the Eskimo, ,,·ith whom 
they have intermarried (in former times by forcible abduc
tion) has affected their mode of life and to a certain ex
tent modified their tribal characteristics, although up to 
a very recent time there was but very little friendly inter
course with their neighbors. They have adopted the oil 
of the seal and beluga (which the upper tribes abhor) as 
an article of food, and in many of their villages are 
found public structures corresponding to the Eskimo 
kashga. 

In intelligence. mechanical skill and ingenuity the In
galik excel the Eskimo. They manufacture clay dishes 
ancl n',;,;cb. and weave ,;traps for dog harness and ~mall 
mctts from the \\"ool of the mountain goat. or from any 
textile material at their command. \Vhen furnished \Yith 
models, tlil'_1· carve in ,,·ood \Yith the most primitive tools 
very creditable imitations of artistic ornamenb or eYcn 
,tatuary. \Vith proper teaching the Ingalik children of 
both sexes acquire the English language in a Yery short 
time. and, unlike the Eskimo, they are not ashamed to 
use it when once mastered. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY DISPUTE. 

,\' E\ \. feature of the boundary question 
has arisen ont of the inability of the geo
graphical commission of the L' nited 
States to agree with the determination 
of the Canadian land surveyor, \ \'illiam 
Ogih·ie, as to the exact location of the 
141st meridian line, 1\'hich, by the treaty 
of St. Petersburg, divides :\la:--ka fro111 
the British possessions. This seems to 
the unscientific a very trivial thing to 

differ upon, as the whole amount of land im·olved is at 
the most a strip of a few hundred feet, and in face of the 
fact that the real issue is the location of the coast b0t111-
dary. 

:\Ir. Ogilvie has had the matter in hand since 1887, 
and his work has been very thorough and doubtless con
scientious. It has become necessary since the valuable 
discoveries on Forty-::\Iile creek to fix the line definitely 
and for some reason-patriotism, real or mistaken, or a 
difference in calculations-the commission has so far 
failed to agree on the exact location of the meridian. 
During the spring, summer and autumn the continuon:-
t\\'ilight-at midsummer daylight-renders invisible the 
stars that are necessary for accurate observation. \\.ere 
telegraphic communication established mth the south 
and east the portion of the meridian practically 
necessary to locate could be laid clown, 11·ith a prob
able error of not exceeding, say. ten feet; but with the 
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only means at present available the result of a season's 
observation by t\,·o of the most experienced observers 
may differ many hundred yards. Unfavorable meteor
ological conditions are also serious obstacles to the work 
in hand. 

The first attempt at defining the Alaskan boundary 
was made by Lieut. Schwatka, \\·ho in 1883 made a rough 
and necessarily crnde surn'y of the Lewes and Pelly
Yukon rivers from their head to Fort Yukon. situated 
near the mouth of Porcupine rin°r, a distance of about 
500 miles. Lieut. Schwatka determined the position of 
this meridian line from his sur\'ey and located it at the 
mouth of what is now knmYn as :\fi~sion or :\merican 
creek, on the heaclwatc>rs of which valuable discoveries 
of gold were made on the :\laskan side. 

Rut in consequence of numerous representations to 
the Canadian govc>rnment and British demands for 
claims in the gold fields of the Yukon basin, it \\'as de
termined to send in a joint geographical and geological 
sun·ey to thoroughly examine that portion of the Yukon 
region lying in British territory. For this purpose Dr. 
G .. :\I. Dawson, director of the geographical sur\'ey of 
Canada, \\·as deputed to make the geological and :\Ir. 
Ogilvie the geographical rnn-ey. Dr. Dawson's obser
vations were confined to the Pelly and Lewes rivers, but 
:\Ir. Ogilvie carefully examined the entire country from 
Pyramid island and Chilkat inlet-at the head of the 
Lynn canal--to the head of Dyea inlet, thence over the 
Chilkoot pass and clown the lakes and rapids of the 
Lewes and Yukon rivers to the \'icinity of the 1.pst me
ridian. The result of :\Ir. Ogilvie's observations was to 
fix the meridian fifteen miles higher up the Yukon river 
and nine miles farther east than Lieut. Schwatka's deter
mination, which latter, however, is not, from the nature 
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of the survey, entitled to consideration as a practical 
line. 

In 1889 our government decided to verify :d r. Ogil
vie's determination and dispatched two members of t hl' 
coast-survey staff-:.Iessrs. :.lcGrath and Turner-to 
Alaska to determine by astronomical observation the po
sition of the much-sought meridian line on the Y nkon 
and also on the Porcupine river. The result of the ob
servations \\"as at first in favor of Canada, as against :.Ir. 
Ogilvie's determination, and located the boundary con
siderably farther \\"est-otherwise, into Alaska-than the 
latter gentleman had done. Lately, ho,vcver, a rnisim1 
of Mr. :.[cGrath"s computations locates the disputed line 
at a point far east of :.Jr. Ogilvie's, which circumstance 
has largely contributed to the present difficulty. 

\\'ith the rapid dewlopment of this locality it is unfor
tunate that this line has not been fixed, but the real rea
son for the present uncertain condition of things is in 
the isolation and lack of means of communication. 

In the meantime the Canadian mounted police are 
maintaining order and making judicial awards in mining 
disputes, without any particular regard for the line. In 
relation to this question the \\"ish is often expressed that 
the contention will be finally settled by our government 
buying all the Canadian territory \\"e8t of the ~fackenzie 
and north of Portland canal. 

It has always been currently reported and beli~ved 
that the international line crossed at about Forty ::-.Iile 
post, leaving that point just within Canadian territory, 
but instead of this :-.Ir. Ogih·ic's observations reveal that 
the meridian at this latitude is nearly forty miles up the 
creek, thus giving to his government fully one-half of 
this particular placer district. :.I uch disappointment is 
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expressed at this revelation, as most of the miners are 
Americans. 

The C nited States officials at Washington say that 
there is no necessity for the miners in the Klondike di~
trict to mix jingoism with placer mining. They say 
there is no manner of doubt hut that the Klondike dig
gings are far enough east of the '.nternational boundary 
line to bring them wholly \\'ithin the ::'\ orth,, est terri
ton. The Dominion cabinet insists that there i~ no 
necessity for any discussion whatever in regard to the 
location of the boundary line so far as the Klondike 
region is concerned, and the Canadian officials are col
lecting a license tax of $15 from each prospector and \\'ill 
collect an annual fee of $100 for each claim \\'Orked in 
the Klondike district. The customs officials are collect
ing quite a revenue by making the American miners pay 
an importation tax on the personal belongings brought 
into the Klondike district. 

The boundary-line dispute, \\'hile it is a matter of live 
interest to the people of Alaska, has never been taken 
very seriously. It is freely conceded that the Canadians 
may change their maps any \Yay they like to suit their 
taste in such matters, and may afterward get what con
solation they can u1t of such maps. The line \\'hich has 
been practically recognized in matters pertaining to cus
toms and to all other frontier relations begins at the 
south end of Prince of \ Vales island, at the natural divi
sion afforded by Dixon entrance, and runs thence east
ward in open water to the entrance of Portland canal, 
or, as it was termed in the original a.greement. Portland 
channel. The line follows up this inlet to its head, which 
happens to be at its intersection \\'ith the 56th parallel, 
and so that degree of latitude \\'as agreed upon as a 
corner. To this point the boundary could hardly admit 
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of any contronrsy. It is true that the Canadians claim 
that Behm canal -.,·as meant instead of the Portland, but 
that is very unlikely, as Behm canal has no particular 
head, being a strait instead of an inlet, and not being 
a natural division as is the line that has always been 
recognized. 

At the time this line \\'as established, which \\'as in the 
year 1825, the English had no conception of the value 
or of the topography of the country. It \\'as nece~~ary 

. to fix a definite line, but the territory ,ms esteemed of 
no value, and the motives governing the transaction 
were sentimental rather than practical. From the point 
at the intersection of the 56th parallel it \\'as thought fair 
to continue on natural lint's. The coast range of n-ioun
tains was known to be the continental di\'icle or \\'ater
shecl between the Pacific and :\retie oceans. It \\'as as
sumed that the summit was a comparati,·ely regular line 
parallel \\'ith the coast and only a fe\\' miles back from 
it, and so the agreement \\'as made on this basis, \\'ith 

. the provision, ho\\'ever, that the Russian territory ,ns 
not to extend more than ten leagues inland. This thirty
mile strip \\'as to continue up the coast about 700 miles 
to another natural corner ·\\'hich had been previously rec
ognized in :\:Iount St. Elias; or to the intersection of this 
coast-strip limit \\·ith the r..pst degree of west longitude. 
From :\Iount St. Elias tht: line is clue north to the frozen 
ocean. 

This coast strip or pan-handle of Alaska is the part 
that has been in contention. Since the agreement of 
1825 it has developed that the natural line \\'hich \\·as 
evidently contemplated by the convention is so irregular 
as to be wholly impractical, or, rather, includes more ter
ritory than we haYe ever claimed. The continental di
vide is a zigzag line that might easily be 3,000 miles long 
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and ~till be ,,ithin the corners mentioned, and varying 
from t\\'enty to 500 miles inland. In only one or two in
stances does it approach to "·ithin thirty miles of the 
coast, and the average width of the Pacific slope would 
hardh· fall below IOO miles. 

It ·is reasonable, however, to think that this is the 
natural line that both parties to the convention thought 
they were providing for a boundary, and it is obvious 
that if they had possessed full knowledge of the country 
the line would have followed as nearly as possible the 
summit of the rang-c. giving .\laska a strip two or three 
times 11·idcr. 

:\s it ,1 as impossible to follow the watershed, it was 
likewise impractical to parallel the coast line. Alaska is 
in(lented by thousands of inlets, straits and arms. As it 
\\'as impossible to describe a margin that ·would follow 
closely all these inlets. the boundary that has ah,ays been 
recognized as a comparatively even line based on points 
thirty miles inland from the heads of the principal inlets. 
To take anything less than that for a basis-as, for in
stance, a line clra,Yn from headland to headland-would 
gi,e :\laska only the chain of islands and a few rocky 
promontories, ,,ith the coast line broken in a hundred 
places. 

Any concession that our government might make to 
the Canadians would be purely gratuitous. and would 
he detrimental to the progress of the country. It would 
make very little difference in practice to any individual 
\\'hether the country \\·as all owned by Great Britain or 
hy the l'nited States. In practical affairs there \\·ould be 
no hardships experienced in living under either govern
ment. But the people of Alaska are very loyal and in
tensely American, and out of pure sentiment, if for no 
other reason, ,,ould oppose any concession whatever; 
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and aside from sentiment they would have very practical 
reasons for opposing a broken coast line. 

Boundary lines are demoralizing and expensive any
where, and are especially so in thinly settled and isolated 
countries. Customs regulations cannot be enforced, or, 
if they are maintained, they cost much more than they 
''come to." As a practical illustration, some enterpris
ing individuals shipped by \\'ay of the Chilkoot pass. 
through American territory, a consignment of 1 50 ten
gallon kegs of liquor in bond. A special officer of the 
revenue department ,ms sworn in to accompany the ship
ment to the British Columbia line at Lake Brnnett, 
where it \\'as released from bond. There \\'as absolutely 
no secret about the \\'hole plan. There was enough 
\\'hisky in the shipment to keep every man on the Cana
dian side hilariously drunk•for fifty years. \\'hcn it \\'as 

released they loaded it into barges at their convenience 
and quietly floated it down Lewes river to the Yukon 
and to Forty l\Iile post, and then on into American 
territory again to Circle City and all the lmYer Yukon 
mining districts, \\·here they retailed it to the miners and 
Indians. Thus they evaded the federal customs duty and 
also defeated the liquor regulations of the district. It is 
estimated that, acquitting them of any intention of adul
terating their stock, the shipment yielded $48,000. 

With a broken coast line the revenue laws, the liquor 
and immigration restrictions would be almost a dead 
letter, and Alaska, instead of being a valuable possession 
to our government and an attractive field for legitimate 
enterprise, would be a thorn in her side and a veritable 
Cuba for corruption. 

The. claims of Great Britain to a big .~hare of Alaska 
promise to occupy a large amount of public attention 
for some time to come. The claim is regarded by gov-



218 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

ernment officials here as preposterous. The senate, be
fore \\'hich the boundary question was brought as the 
outcome of a treaty negotiated by Secretary Olney and 
~ir Julian Pauncefote, clicl not place itself on record in 
the matter, however. Before a vote was taken congress 
adjourned, so that the location of the divisional line, 
\\'hich has been in dispute since 1884. is no nearer settle
ment than ,it has been at any period in the last thirteen 
years. 
· A United States government official said in regard 
to the international boundary line clispu te: 

"On all maps from 1825 clown to 1884 the boundary 
line had been shown as in general terms parallel to the 
winding of the coast, and thirty-five miles from it. In 
1884, ho\\'ever, an official Canadian map showed a 
marked deflection in this line at its south encl. Instead 
of passing up Portland channel this Canadian map 
sho\\'ecl the boundary as passing up Behm canal, an 
arm of the sea some sixty or sewnty miles \\'est of Port
land channel, this change having been made on the bare 
assertion that the words 'Portland canal,' as inserted, 
were erroneous. By this change the line, and an area 
of American territory about equal in size to the state of 
Connecticut, \\'as transferred to British territory. There 
are three facts \\'hich go to show that this map was in
correct. In the first place, the British admiralty, when 
surwying the northern limit of the British Columbian 
possessions in 1868, one year after the cession of Alaska. 
surYeyed Portland canal. and not Behm canal, and thus 
by implication admitted this canal to be the boundar\' 
line. Second. the region now claimed by British Colun;
bia was at that time occupied as a military post of the 
United States "·ithout objection or protest on the part 
of British Columbia. Third, Annette Island, in this re-
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gion, was by act of Congress four years ago set apart 
as a reservation for the use of the ,\letlaktala Indians, 
who sought asylum under the American flag. The very 
latest Canadian map, published at Ottawa within a few 
days, while it runs no line at all southeast of Alaska, 
prints the legend, British Columbia, over portions of the 
Lynn canal ,,·hich are now administered by the C nited 
States.'' 

A recent report of the L'nited States ~urvcyors as to 
the boundary line in this region said: "In substance, 
these delimitations throw the diggings at the mouth of 
Forty r-Iile creek '"ithin the territory of the L'nited 
States. The whole valley of Birch creek, another most 
valuable gold-producing part of the country, is also 
in the L'nited States. .\lost of the gold is to the \\T~t 

of the crossing· of the 141st meridian at Forty .\lile creek. 
If we produce the 1..p st meridian on a chart the mouth 
of .\liller·s creek, a tributary of Sixty ,\lile creek, and a 
nluable gold region, is five miles west in an air line, 
or seven miles, according to the winding of the stream, 
all within the territory of the ·cnitecl States. In sub
stance the only places in the Yukon region where gold 
in quantity has been found are therefore all to the west 
of the boundary line between Canada and the United 
States, with the exception of the Klondike region." 

?\othing can be clone more than already has been done 
toward marking the boundary line between Alaska and 
the British possessions along the qrst meridian until 
the senate passes upon the boundary treaty now before 
it. There is, ho,\'ever, no doubt of the location of the 
line along this meridian, and most people in the locality 
kno\\· \\·here it is. The clemarkation work \\'as superin
tended by General Duffield, superintendent of the coast 
and geodetic survey, on behalf of the l1nitcd State~. Ile 
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expresses the opinion that a railroad can be easily con
structed from Takou inlet to the Klondike gold fields, and 
believes that the enterprise will be worth undertaking, 
because oi the richness of the mines. 

"The gold," said General Duffield, ''has been ground 
out of the quartz by the pressure of the glaciers, which 
lie and move along the cour_ses of the streams, exerting 
a tremendous pressure. This force is present to a more 
appreciable extent in Alaska than elsewhere, and I be
lieve that as a consequence more placer gold will be 
found in that region than in any other part of the world."' 

General Duffield thinks the gold hunters on the Amer
ican side of the line have made the mistake of prospect
ing the large streams instead of the small ones. "\\'hen 
gold is precipitated," he said, "it sinks. It does not float 
far down the stream. It is therefore to be looked for 
along the small creeks and about the head waters of the 
larger tributaries of the Yukon. There is no reason \Yhy 
as rich finds may not be made on the American side of 
the line as in the Klondike district." 

Prof. George Davidson, for many years at the head of 
the Pnited States geodetic surve~, on the Pacific coast, 
speaking of the boundary line dispute, said: 

"The main features of the boundary line bet\Yeen 
Alaska and Canada are the irregular line extending from 
the head of Portland inlet, in latitude 56 degrees, around 
the waters of the great archipelago Alexander at a dis
tance of not greater than ten marine leagues from the 
continental shore, to the 141st meridian west of Green
\Yich, and the straight line mnning thence to the Arctic 
ocean on that meridian. \ \"here this irregular line meets 
thl' 141st meridian rises the great :.lount St. Elias, which 
i~ in latitude 6o degrees 17 minutes and 3-1--4 seconds and 
k"lflgitude 140 degrees 55 minutes and 19.6 seconds. This 
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peak is about twenty-seven statute miles from the ocean 
shore. From a point on the r..pst meridian and probably 
in nearly the same latitude as :.\Iount St. Elias, the boun
dary line runs through north to a demarkation point on 
the Arctic shores, a distance of 660 statute miles. In this 
great distance the line crosses comparatively few large 
streams. At 100 miles it crosses the headwaters of the 
White river, a tributary of the Yukon, flowing to the 
north-northwest; at 205 miles an unnamed tributary of 
the White river; at the last distance on the boundary 
line the Yukon river lies forty miles to the eastward, at 
a point known as the L'pper Ramparts. The river con
tinues on a northerly course, nearly parallel mth the 
boundary line for seventy-five miles, to old Fort Reli
ance, near the Klondike, and thence trends seventy-fin'. 
miles to the northwest by north, where the boundary 
line crosses it at 335 miles from :.\Iount St. Elias. · 

"The headwaters of the main tributary, the Lewes 
river, reach into Alaskan territory at the \\'hite pass, the 
Chilkoot pass and the Chilkat pass, just north of Lynn 
canal. The geographical position of Fort Reliance, an 
old station of the Hudson's BaY company, on the right 
bank of the Yukon river, is latitude 64 degrees 13 min
utes, longitude 138 degrees 50 minutes, or fifty statute 
miles east of the boundary line of the I..p st degree. The 
stream named Klondike creek enters the \' ukon about 
six or eight miles higher up than Fort Reliance, and on 
the same side of the river. So far as known it comes from 
the east-northeast for about JOO mile~. and is reported 
na\'igahlc by canoes for forty or fifty miles frnm its 
mouth. 

"\\'hate\"er doubt has been cast upon the Jl<l~itiun of 
the whole Klondike district being in British Columbia 
n111~t have arisen from a rni~undcr~tanding of the cli~p11tr 
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existing upon the proper location of that part of the 
boundary line lying eastward and southward of :.\lount 
St. Elias. The north, or meridian line of the boundary 
has been accurately determined. The latest infonnation 

places the independent determinations of this meridian 
made by the t\\'O governments at the boundary line \Yith

in the width of a San Francisco pavement. So there can
not be much if any friction between the t\\'O governments 
upon this question. The only local dispute that could 
possibly arise would be in the Forty-:.\Iile creek district, 
because the boundary line crosses sharp, steep mountain 
ridges of 2,500 and 3.000 feet elevation, and inferior in
strumental means might cause a slight doubt of the 
direction in some instances. Ho\\'e\'l'L no dispute has 
arisen in the district, nor is it likely that any \\'ill occur. 
There is no doubt that the line has been satisfactorily 
laid down." 

Canadian officials say that recent publications relating 
to the claims of Great Britain to a large share of :\laska 

arc clue to a misconception of the meaning of the desig
nation, "flritish Columbia" and "undefined boundary" as 
printed on the map issued recenth·. 

"\\' e reirainec\ frori1 plotting any boundary line in that 
part of the territory constituting the coast strip running 
south and east from :.\Iount ~t. Elias," said the survevor
general of Canada. "In fact, the map \\'as issued, ~s is 
\Yell understood in Toronto, at the earnest demand of the 

public for reliable data as to the location of the ne\\'l\' clis

co\'Cred gold fields and the best routes of access th~reto. 
It is compiled from the latest information and sun·evs 
in our possession, and in so far as the physical featur~s 
of the country are concerned may be taken as correct. 

~". too, is it ;ibsolutely correct a~ to the boundan· be-
t\,·cen \ laska and our \' urt lnH'st territories. · 
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"The determination of the point of intersection of the 
west coast boundary line with the 141st meridian seems 
to have been jointly agreed upon by American and Cana
dian officials, for it has been authoritatively stated that 
the peak of :Mount St. Elias, always claimed by the United 
States, was found to be about hrn miles on the Canadian 
side of the point of intersection of the true boundary lines, 
but that Great Britain had agreed to allow the 
peak of the mountains to mark the point of intersec
tion of the coast and meridian boundary lines. Canadian 
surveyors have marked the boundary at the most import
ant points in the Yukon country for the convenience of 
officials. 

"The report of the united States surveyors shows that 
there is no appreciable difference bet\\·een the clete, mina
tions of the t,rn parties. On our map just issued you will 
see Birch creek marked wholly within Alaska, the mouth 
of it being some 350 miles west of the 141st meridian, 
as we have laid it down; neither can there be any dispute 
as to the boundary crossing of Forty :\Iile creek. In fact, 
l may tell you the exact difference there between the two 
surveys is six feet. There is. therefore. no shado1Y of 
foundation for this reviYal of the exploded story of Cana
dian land grabbing.'' 
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CHAPTER XV. 

COLD WINTERS AND SHORT SUMMERS. 

;(DER the direction of Secretary of :-\gri-
; culture \ \'ilson, Prof. :\Ioore, chief of the 

• ,,·eather bureau, has made public a state-
· :iXl..., ... , . . ment in regard to the climate of Alaska. a[~ ... ·,:-· He says: 

. .,(·~- . '?he climates of the c?ast. and of the 
,,J(f J/::; mtenor of Alaska are unlike m many re-

spects. and the differences are in
tensified in this as nerhaps in few other coun
tries b,· exceptional physical conditions. The 
fringe of islands that separates the mainland 
from the Pacific ocean from Dixon sound north 
and also a strip of the mainland for possibly twenty miles 
hack from the sea, following the sweep of the coast as it 
cun-es in a nortll\Yesterh· direction to the \\'estern ex
tremity of Alaska. forms a distinct climatic division. 
which may be termed temperate Alaska. The tempera
ture rarely falls to zero· ,,·inter does not set in until De
cember I. and b,· the last of :\Iay the snow has disap
peared, except on the motmtains. The mean ,,·inter tem
perature of :-;itka is 32.5 degrees-but little lo,,·er than 
that of \\'ashington, D. C. 

"The rainfall of temperate Alaska is noted the world 
over, not only as regards the quantity that falls, but also 
as to the manner of its falling-in long and incessant 
rains and drizzles. Cloud and fog naturally abound, 
there being on an average but sixty-six clear clays m the 
yem. I'\ orth of the Aleutian islands the coast climate 
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becomes more rigorous in winter, but in summer the dif
ference is much less marked. 

"The climate of the interior, including in that desig
nation practically all of the country except a narrow 
fringe of coast margin and the territory before referred 
to as temperate Alaska, is one of extreme rigor in winter, 
with a short but relatiYely hot summer, especially when 
the sky is free from cloud. 

"In the Klondike region in midwinter the sun rises 
from 9 :30 to IO a. m. and sets from 2 to 3 p. rn., the total 
length of daylight being about four hours. Remember
ing that the sun rises but a few degrees above the horizon 
and that it is wholly obscured on a great many clays, the 
character of the \\·inter months may easily be imagined. 
\ \' e are indebted to the Unit eel States coast and geodetic 
sur\·ey for a series of six months' observations on the 
Yukon, not far from the site of the present gold clis
coYeries. The observations \\'ere made with standard 
instruments and arc \,·holly reliable. 

··The mean temperatures of the months from October, 
1889, to April, 1890, both inclusi\'l', are as follows: 

"October, 33 degrees: X ovemher, 8 degrees: Decem
ber, 11 degrees bclm\· zero; January. 17 belm\' zero; 
February. 15 belo\\· zero; }[arch, 6 above; April, 20 

above. The daily mean temperature fell and remainetl 
belO\r the freezing point (32 degrees) from :'\ovembcr 4. 
1889, to April 21, 1890, thus giving 168 days as the length 
of the closed season of 1889-90, assuming that outdoor 
operations are controlled by tt'mpcrature only. The 
lowest temperatures registered during the \,·inter were 
32 degrees below zero in :'\ overnber, 47 below in Decem
ber, 59 below in January, 55 below in February, 45 below 
in }larch and 26 below in April. The greatest continu
ous cold occurred in February, 1890, ,,·hen the daily 
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mean for five consecutive days ,ms 47 degrees below 
zero. 

"Greater cold than that here noted has been experi
enced in the e nited States for a nry short time, but 
never has it continued so very cold for so long a time. 
In the interior of Alaska the winter sets in as early as 
September, when snowstorms may be expected in the 
mountains and passes. Headway during one of those 
storms is impossible, and the traveler ,vho is overtaken by 
one of them is fortunate if he escapes with his life. Snow
storms of great severity may occur in any month from 
September to :\lay, inclusive. 

"The changes of temperature from winter to summer 
are rapid, owing to the great increase in the length of 
the day. In :\lay the sun rises at about 3 a. m. and sets 
about tJ p. m. ln .I une it ri.,es at I :30 o'clock in the morn
ing and sets about 10:30 o'clock, giving about twenty 
hours of daylight. and diffuses twilight the remainder of 
the time. The mean summer temperature in the interior 
doubtless ranges between 6o and 70 degrees. according 
to elevation. being highest in the middle and lower Yu
kon valleys." 

The average temperature at Fort Cudahy. as reported 
hy the ~ orth American Transportation and Trading 
company. during the months of .'\ ovember, December, 
January and February last year, was very close to 20 

degrees below zero. The average for Xovember was 
171 degrees below zero; for December and January, 22 

below, and for February about 20 below. The lowest 
temperature recorded was 70 degrees below zero. The 
temperature for the month of September was about zero. 

The snowfall in the vicinitv of Fort Cudahv is onh· 
about two feet during the winter. although it is. as muci1 
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as twenty feet along the coast, where the influence of the 
Japan current is felt. 

The mean temperature of the air and of the surface 
sea-water and the precipitation for each munth of the 
year at Sitka are thus given by the United States coast 
and geodetic survey in its Alaska ''Coast Pilots" of 1883 
and 1891: 

Temp. of 
the air. 

January ............. 31.4 
February ............ 32.9 
:\larch .............. 35.7 
April ............... 40.8 
:\lay ................ 47.0 
June ................ 52,4 
July ................ 55.5 
August. ............. 55.9 
September ........... 51.5 
October ............. 44.9 
\'ovember ........... 38.1 
December ........... 33.3 

Year ............... 43.3 

Temp. of 
surface 

sea-water. 
39.0 
39.0 
35.5 
42.0 
46.5 
48.0 
-1-<).0 

50.0 
51.5 
48.9 
-l--l-•-l-
41.7 
45.o 

Precipita
tion. 
7.35 
6.45 
5.2<) 

5- 17 
-1-· 13 
3.62 
-+·I!) 
(i,()6 

lJ.66 
I 1.83 
8.65 
8.39 

81.69 

Assistant Surgeon A. E. \\'ells of the \' orthwestern 
mounted police, in his report to the Canadian govern
ment, 1895, wrote: "It may be of interest to mention 
something concerning the climate, mode of living of the 
people generally, and diseases met \\'ith. 

"The climate is \\'et. The rainfall last summer was 
heavy. Although there is almost a continuous sun in 
summer time, evaporation is very slow owing to the 
thick moss which "·ill not conduct the heat, in conse
quence the ground is al\\'ays s,\'ampy. It is only after 
several years of draining that ground \\'ill become suffi
ciently dry to allow the frost to go out, and then only for 
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a fe\\' feet. During the \\'inter months the cold is in
tense, \\'ith usually considerable wind. 

"A hean mist rising from open places in the river 
settles dow;1 in the valley in calm extreme \\'eather. This 
clampness makes the cold to be felt much more and is con
ducive to rheumatic pains, colds, etc. 

"). I iners are a very mixed class of people. They rep
resent mam· nationalities and come from all climates. 
Their lives are certainly not enviable. The regulation 
'miners' cabin' is t\\'elve by fourteen feet, \Yith walls 
six feet and gables eight feet in height. The roof is 
heavily earthed, and the cabin is generally very warm. 
T\YO, and sometimes three or four men, will occupy a 
house of this size. The ventilation is usually bad. Those 
miners \\'ho do not \\·ork their claims during the \\'inter 
confine themselves in these small huts most of the time . 

.. \ · ery often they become indolent and careless, only 
eating those things \\·hich are most easily cooked or pre~ 
pared. During the busy time in summer \\'hen they are 
'sho\·eling in,' they \\'Ork hard and for long hours, sparing 
little time for eating and much less for. cooking. 

"This manner of living is quite common amongst be· 
g-inners, and soon leads to debility and sometimes to 
scun·\·. Old miners have learned from experience to 
\·alue health more than gold, and they therefore spare 
no expense in procuring the best and most Yariecl out
fit of food that can be obtained . 

.. In a cold climate such as this. \\·here it is impossible 
to get fresh vegetables and fruits, it is most important 
that the best substitutes for these should be provided. 
);' ature helps to supply these wants by growing cranber
ries and other \\'ild fruits in abundance, but men in sum
mer are usually too busy to a\·ail themselves of these. 

"The diseases met \\'ith in this country are dyspepsia, 
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anaemia, scurvy, caused by improperly cooked food, 
sameness of diet, overwork, want of fresh vegetables, 
overheated and badly ventilated houses; rheumatism, 
pneumonia, bronchitis, enteritis, cystitis and other acute 
diseases, from exposure to \\'Ct and cold; debility and 
chronic diseases due to excesses. One case of typhoid 
fever occurred in Forty ::\Iile last fall, probably due to 
drinking water polluted with decayed vegetable matter. 

··In selecting men to relieve in this country I beg to 
submit a few remarks, some of which \\'ill be of assistance 
to the medical examiners in making their recommenda
tions. 

":;\len should be sober, strong and healthy. They 
should be practical men, able to adapt themselves quickly 
to their surroundings. Special care should be taken to 
see that their lungs are sound, that they are free from 
rheumatism and rheumatic tendency. and that their 
joints, especially knee joints, are strong and have never 
been weakened by injury, synovitis or other disease. It 
is also very important to consider their temperaments. 
:\[en should be of cheerful, hopeful dispositions and will
ing workers. Those of sullen, morose natures, although 
they may be good workers, are very apt, as soon as the 
novelty of the country wears off. to become dissatisfied, 
pessimistic and melancholy." 

:'-Jumerous letters from Dawson City and Circle City 
speak of scurvy as a disease which in the \\'inter time 
seems to be prevalent. In almost every instance the 
\Hiter urges that lime-juice should form one of the essen
tials in the Klondiker's pack. 

According to the accepted medical authority, scun·y 
is the result of an insufficient supply of potash salts, 
owing to an inadequate diet of fresh vegetables. But 
the mere administration of these salts will not prevent 
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or cure the disease, which is a dreadful one if not 
checked. The symptoms come on gradually, being rec
ognized by a failure of strength and exhaustion at slight 
exertion. The countenance becomes sallow or dusky. 
eyes sunken, and constant pains are felt in all the mus
cles. After some weeks utter prostration ensues; the 
appearance is most haggard; great trouble is experi
enced with the mouth, sore gums, and teeth falling out; 
the breath is extremely offensive: finally come swell
ings and dark spots on the body, with bleeding from 
the mucous membrane; then painful, extensive and de
structive ulcers break out on the limbs; finally diarrhoea, 
pulmonary or kidney trouble may give fatal result. But 
even in desperate cases a return to fresh vegetable diet 
\\'ill cure, as will also, usually, lime juice. Lime juice 
has driven scurvy from the ocean, where it once counted 
its dead in every far-going ship's annals. It is now a 
slang term to describe an old salt. Sailors at sea are 
given a small daily allowance of lime juice (which is gen
erally badly adulterated), and they swallow it with a 
little water at meals. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

PROF. SPURR'S REPORT. 

ARLY in 1896 the United States govern
ment sent Prof. J. S. Spurr, H. B. Good
rich and F. C. Schrader, of the Geolog
ical Survey, into the Yukon district. The 
chief of the sun·ey was Prof. :-;purr. 
Soon after the ne,n from the Klondike 
was received in this country Proi. Spurr 
anticipated the report he is to make to 

the chief of his department by \\Titing a statement for 
the information of those who were seized \\'ith the gol<I 
fever. The statement reads as follows: 

"~fuch has been written of late concerning the possi
bilities of Alaska as a gold-producing country. :\~ a 
matter of fact, the production of the present year may 
be roughly estimated at $3,000,000; this amount, how
ever, comes from an immense region of half a million 
square miles, or about one-quarter as large as the United 
States. Of the mines \\'hich produce this gold, some arc 
in the bed-rock, while others are placer diggings. 

"The bedrock mines are few in number and situated 
on the southeast coast, which is the most accessible part 
of the territory. The chief one is the great Treadwell 
mine near Juneau, and there are also important mines 
at Berner's bay, at the Island of Cnga and other places. 
The latest strike is the Klondike. :-lost of these mines, 
however, are in low-grade ore, and the production is 
only made profitable by means of careful management 
and operations on a very large scale. 
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"The placer mines are those which occupy the most 
prominent place in the popular mind, since they are re
mote from civilization and in a country about which 
little is known, and \\'hich is, on account of this unclT 
tainty, dangerously attractive to the average man. This 
gold-producing country of the interior is mostly in the 
Yicinity of the Yukon river or of some of its immediate 
tributaries. 

"The most productive districts before the Klondike 
discovery have been the Forty :slile district, ,,·hich lies 
partly in American and partly in British territory, and 
the Birch creek district, which lies in American territory. 
Some gold diggings are also supposed to exist on :-,;tc\\'
art river, and some gold has been shipped from the 
Koykuk. During the latter part of the past season dig
gings were also found on the Klundek and Indian rivers 
near Fort\' :- I ile . 

.. Another place concerning "·hich there have been 
many vague rumors of gold, causing a stampede of many 
unprepared and unfitted men, is the Cook Inlet country. 
which lies on the coast above the month of Copper rin-r. 
a situation remote alike from the mines near J unean 
and from the placer mines on the Yukon . 

.. In all this immense country over '"hich placer dig
ging is carried on, or has been carried on, I estimate 
that there are about 2,000 miners. They are mostly in 
the Yukon districts. These districts lie in a broad belt 
of gold-producing rocks, having a considerable width 
and extending in a general east and \\·est direction for 
several hundred miles. Throughout this belt occur quartz 
veins which carry gold, but so far as yet found the ore 
is of low grade, and a large proportion of the veins have 
been so broken by movements in the rocks that they can
not be followed. For this reason the mines in the bed 
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rock cannot be 1rnrked, except on a large scale \\'ith im
proved machinery, and even such operations are impos
sible until the general conditions of the country, in refer
ence to transportation and supplies, are improved. 

"Through the gold-bearing rocks the streams have 
cut deep gullies and canyons, and in their beds the gold 
11 hich was contained in the rocks which have been worn 
~may is concentrated, so that from a large amount of 
very low-grade rock there may be formed in places a 
gravel sufficiently rich in gold to repay \\·ashing. All 
the mining which is done in this country, therefore, con
sists in the washing out of these gravels. 

"In each gulch on the American side prospectors are 
at liberty to stake out claims not already taken, the size 
of the claims being determined by vote of all the miners 
in each gulch, according to the richness of the gravel. 
The usual length of a claim is about 500 feet along the 
stream and the total width of the gulch bed. which is 
ordinarily narrow. \\'hen a prospector has thus staked 
out his claim, it is recorded by one of the miners, who 
is elected by his fellows in each gulch for that purpose, 
and this secures him sufficient title. The miners' laws 
are practically the entire government in these districb. 
for the remoteness prevents any systematic communica
tion being carried on with the C nited ~tates. All ques~ 
tions and disputes are settled by miners' meetings, and 
the question in dispute is put to popular vote. 

''In prospecting the elementary method of panning is 
used to discover the presence of gold in gravel. but after 
a claim is 5taked and systematic \\'Ork begun, long sluice 
boxes are built of boards. the miners being obliged to 
fell the trees themselves and saw out the lumber with 
whip saws, a Yery laborious kind of work. 

"The depth of gravel in the bottom of the gulches 
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varies from a foot up to twenty or thirty feet, and when 
it is deeper than the latter figure it cannot be worked. 
The upper part of the gravel is barren, and the pay
dirt lies directly upon the rock beneath, and is generally 
very thin. To get at this pay-dirt all the upper gravel 
must be shoveled off, and this preliminary work often 
requires an entire season, even in a very small claim. 
\Vhen the gravel is deeper than a certain amount-say 
ten feet-the task of removing it becomes formidable. 
In this case the pay-dirt can sometimes be got at in the 
winter season when the gravels are frozen hard by sink
ing shafts through these gravel., and drifting along the 
pay-dirt. 

"The pay-dirt thus removed is taken to the surface 
and washed out in sluices when the ,,·arm \\·eather be
gins. This underground working is done by burning- in
stead of blasting and picking. ,\ fire is built close to 
the frozen gravel, and when it is sufficiently thawed it 
i;; shoveled out and removed. The stripping off of the 
upper gravels, which has been mentioned, can be done 
only in the comparatively short summer season 1,·hen the 
surface tha,Ys. 

"The ordinary method of getting into the Yukon coun
try is by crossing the Chilkoot Pass from Juneau dmrn 
the Lewes and Yukon rivers to the gold districts. The 
usual time for starting is in April, and a large part of 
the journey is made over ice which fills the lakes and 
rivers at this time of year. Dy this early starting a large 
part of the season available for \\'Orking is obtained. 
~ ot every comer can find new diggings \\'hich are profit
able, and many of them are glad to \\'Ork for wages. 

"The ordinary \\'ages in summer are $ro per clay, but 
sixty days is considered about the average for summer 
work; so that the total earnings are not so great as will 
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appear at first sight, and the prospects for work during 
the remainder of the year are slight. The journey over 
the pass and down the Yukon is one of great difficulty 
and hardship, especially as all supplies have to be carried 
along. The pass itself is difficult to cross, the lak.es are 
subject to violent gales, and there are a number of \'cry 
dangerous rapids. Once in the country the newcomer 
finds himself no more comfortable. 

"During the summer season, when the days sometimes 
are really hot, there are swarms of mosquitoes and gnats 
\\·hich haYe not their equal in the world, and which are 
enough alone to discourage most men. I have heard 
stories. "·hich I can readily believe to be true, of strong 
and hardy men being so tormented by these pests while 
on the trail through the s,rnmp to the Birch creek dig
ging,. that they broke clO\rn and sobbed in utter dis
gmt. The method of reaching these and other digging, 
con,isb partly in pulling a loaded boat against a swift 
stream. and often over rapids, and partly in trudging 
through tf1e s\1·amp or onr a rough mountain trail with 
a heavy load on one's back. In winter the thermometer 
falls so low that it cannot be measured by any available 
means. It is certain, however, that it reaches 70 degree~ 
helo\\' zero. During all this winter season nry little can 
he clone, and as darkness exists most of the time life often 
seems intolerable. 

"The actual expenses of getting into the countn· arc 
considerable. Indians must be hired to do a part ~r the 
\\'hole of the transportation of supplies across the Chil
koot Pass at wry high wages, and the cost of the neces
,ary outfit is in itself considerable. On arriving at the 
diggings provisions are often not obtainable at any price; 
or, if they are to be had, the variety is slight. The sup-
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ply is always uncertain, depending upon the lateness of· 
the spring and of the fall. 

"Owing to the difficulty in bringing in supplies. prices 
are very high at the river posts, ancl much higher in the 
diggings. The freight alone from the coast to the dig
gings costs as high as 50 cents a pound, so that when 
one eats potatoes at $r a pound and bacon at 85 cents 
a pound, other things in proportion, the cost of living is 
enormous, and even employment at $IO per clay for sixty 
days out of the year \\·ill not enable a man to grow rich 
nry rapidly. Even employment for wages, moreover, 
is scarce, there being several applicants for eyery job. 
Owing to the high price of supplies, no claim that does 
not pay at least $IO a day to each man ,,·orking can be 
worked except at a loss. ).Iany competent men who 
engage in mining here and \\'Ork faithfuily experience 
failures, and are unable to earn enough to buy provi
sions. 

"In such a situation it is very difficult to make one's 
,,·ay out of the country. for the journey up the ri,·er along 
the usual route requires upward of thirty days' hare\ 
,rnrk, and provisions must be brought for the trip. The 
trip down the river and back to civilization hv steamer 
is yery expensive. and of late years the number seeking 
to get out in that ,,·ay exceeded the carrying capacity of 
the few steamers. Last year fully 150 men who wished 
and intended to leave the country by steamer \\TH' un
able to do so, and are still there. 

"l.' nder the conditions which now exist there are quite 
enough in the Yukon district already, and the object of 
this article is to discourage people fr0111 rushing there 
without due consideration. Probably ninety-nine out of 
eYery hundred men are unfitted by nature for such a life 
as Yukon mining necessitates, and had much better never 
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make the attempt. The hundredth man must be a miner 

and frontiersman by nature, strong and patient, a hard 

\\·orker, and a lover of secluded life. Even such a man 

\\·ill very likely fail on account of the large element of 
chance, and the most successful miner obtains only a few 

thousand dollars in profit after a number of years' patient 

work. 
"Any great increase in the number of men going into 

the Yukon district \\'ould be disastrous, on account of the 
strict limits of the food supply and facilities for trans
portation. The result would be famine, disorder, and 

failure. Several years ago this actually happened when 
all the Forty-:'-lile miners \\'ere \Yithout food and \\·ere 
obliged to travel clo\\'n the Yukon over the ice to St . 

.\1 ichael in the dead of \\'inter, a terrible journey of nearly 
2.000 miles. At that time there \\·ere only a few men 
in the country. but if the number had been Yery much 
larger, enn thi,; resource would have been impos~ible. 

".\ly general advice to the a\·erage man intending to 

go to the Yukon gold district is-to stay out. :.Iany 
men gu there e\'ery year and suffer harcbhips. failure, loss 
of capital and sometimes of health. If anyone under
take~ the trip he should take \\·ith him enough supplies 
to last as long as he intend,; to stay-one year, t,\·o years, 
or \\·hateYer amount. He ,;houlc\ haYe money enough to 
last him into the country and out again, if necessarv. and 
,;Jwuld start early enough in the sea;;on to enable l;im to 

return up the riYer if he intends to come out the same 
year. for the facilities for transportation by steamer are 
likely to be entirely inadequate." 

:\'OTE.-\ince Prof. Spurr sounded this note of ,,·arn

ing a small army of Klondikers has started for the gold 
fields. Reports from Dawson City indicate that the 
labor market is glutted by miners who left other diggings 
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for the Klondike, and that day \\'ages dropped from $10 
and $15 to $2 and $3. 

In speaking of the mining conditions of Alaska, :\Ir. 

Spurr said: 
"\ \' e examined all of the kno\\'n placer deposits and the 

origin of the gold in them \\'as traced to the veins of 
quartz along the head ,raters of the various streams en
tering the Yukon. Sufficient data were secured to estab
lish the presence of a gold belt 300 miles in length in 
Alaska, \\'hich enters the territory near the mouth of 
Forty ::\lile creek and extends westward across the Yukon 
valley at the lower ramparts. I ts further extent is un
kno\\'n. 

"lt is the opinion of the geologist in charge of the ex
pedition that it is entirely practicable to prosecute quartz 
mining throughout the year in this region. He also dis
covered along the river large areas or rocks containing 
hard bitumious coal. 

"Running in a direction a little west of northwest 
through the territory examined is a broad, continuous 
belt of highly altered rocks. To the east this belt is known 
to be continuous for 100 miles or more in British terri
tory. The rocks constituting this belt are mostly cry3-
talline schists, associated \\'ith marbles and sheared 
quartzitcs. indicating a sedimentary origin for a large 
part of the series. These altered sedimentary rocks have 
been shattered by Yolcanic actio1.1, and they are pierced 
by many dikes of eruptiYe rocks. 

"In the process of mountain building the sedimentary 
rocks have been subjected to such pressure and to such 
alteration from attendant forces that they have been 
squeezed into the condition of schist, and often partly or 
wholly crystallized, so that their original character has in 
some cases entirely disappeared. In summarizing, it may 

15 
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be said that the rocks of the gold belt of Alaska consi:,c 
largely of sedimentary beds older than the carboniferom, 
period, that these beds have undergone extensive altera
tion, and have been elevated into mountain ranges and 
cut through by a variety of igneous rocks. 

"Throughout these altered rocks there are found veins 
of quartz often cai:rying pyrite and gold. It appears that 
these quartz veins were formed during the disturbance 
attending the uplift and alteration of the beds. :.\!any of 
the veins have been cut, sheared and torn into fragments 
by the force that has transformed the sedimentary rocks 
into crystalline schist, but there are others, containing 
gold, silver and copper, that have not been very much 
disturbed or broken. 

"These more continuous ore-bearing zones have not 
the character of ordinary quartz veins, although they con
tain much silica. Instead of the usual white quartz veins. 
the ore occurs in a sheared and altered zone of rock, a111l 
gradually runs out on both sii.les. So far as yet known. 
these continuous zones of ore are of relatively lmY grade. 
Concerning the wins of white quartz first mentioned, it 
is certain that most of them \Yhich contain gold carry tt 
only in small quantity, and yet some few are knmYn to 
be HTY rich in places, and it is extremely probable that 
there are many in which the whole of the ore is of com
paratively high grade. 

"The general character of the rocks and of the ore de
posits is extremely like that of the gold-bearing forma
tions along the southern coast of Alaska, in which the 
Tread\\·ell and other mines are situated, and it is probable 
that the richness of the Yukon rocks is approximately 
equal to that of the coast belt. It may be added that the 
resources of the coast belt have been unly partially ex
plored. 
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"Since the formation of the veins and other deposits of 
the rocks of the gold belt an enormous length of time has 
elapsed. During that time the forces of erosion have 
stripped off the overlying rocks and exposed the metal
liferous veins at the surface for long periods, and the rocks 
of the gold belt, with the veins which they include, have 
crumbled and been carried away by the streams, to be 
deposited in widely different places as gravels, or sands, 
or mud. In Alaska the streams have been carrying 
away the gold from the metalliferous belt for a very long 
period, so that particles of the precious metal are found 
in nearly all parts of the territory. 

''It is only in the immediate vicinity of the gold-bearing 
belt, however, that the particles of gold are large and 
plentiful enough to repay working under pre;;cnt condi
tions. Where a stream heads in the gold belt the richest 
diggings are likely to be near its extreme upper part. In 
this upper part the current is so s\,·ift that the lightl'r 
material and the finer gold are carried away, leaving in 
many places a rich deposit of coarse gold overlaid hy 
coarse gravel, the pebbles being so large as to hinde1· 
rapid transportation by \Yater. 

''It is under such conditions that the diggings which 
are now being worked are found, with some unimportant 
exceptions. The rich gulches of the Forty :.\Iile district 
and of the Birch creek district, as well as other fields of 
less importance, all head in the gold-bearing formation. 

··A short distance belm·: the heads of these gulches the 
stream valley broadens and the gravels contain finer gold, 
more widely distributed. Along certain parts of the 
stream this finer gold is concentrated bi· favorable cur
rents, and is often profitably \\'ashed, this kind of deposit 
coming under the head of 'bar diggings.' The gold in 
the~e more extensive gravels is often presrnt in sufficient 
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quantity to encourage the hope of successful extraction 
at some future time. when the work can be done more 
cheaply and with suitable machinery. The extent of these 
gravels. \\'hich are of possible value, is very great. 

"It may be stated, therefore, as a general rule, that the 
profitable gravels are found in the vicinity of the gold• 
bearing rock. The gold-bearing belt forms a range of 
• O\\' mountains, and on the flanks of these mountains, to 
the northeast and to the southwest, lie various younger 
rocks which range in age from carboniferous to very re
cent tertiary, and are made up mostly of conglomerates, 
sandstones and shales, with some volcanic material. 
These rocks were formed subsequent to the ore deposi
tion, and therefore do not contain metalliferous veins. 

"They have been partly derived, however, from de
tritus worn from the gold-bearing belt during the long 
period that it has been exposed to erosion, and some of 
them contain gold derived from the more ancient rocks 
and concentrated in the same \\·ay as is the gold in the 
present river gravels. In one or two places it is certain 
that these conglomerates are really fossil placers, and this 
source of supply may cnntually turn out to be very im
portant.'' 

The report on the Yukon gold region by :\Ir. Spurr, 
gi\'ing nc\\· facts and figures about the interior of the ter
ritory, was made public recently. It is a comprehensive 
document, and reviews in detail the \\'Ork in the various 
districts. It says as to the Forty :\Iile gold district, that 
in the latter part of 1~g7 Franklin gulch \Yas struck, and 
the first year the creek i~ estimated to have produced 
$4,000. Ewr since it has been a constant payer. The 
character of the gold there i5 nuggety, masses worth $5 
being common. The yield the fir~t year after the dis
con·ry of F, 11'(_1 :\lile has been \'ariomh· estimated ;_it 
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from $75,000 to $150,000, hut $60,000 probably coVLTs 
the production. 

The discovery of Davis creek and a stampede from 
Franklin gulch followed in the spring of 1888. In 1891 
gold mining in the interior as well as on the coast, at 
Silver Bow basin and Tread,Yell,received a great impetus. 
The chief occurrence of 1892 ,Yas the discovery of l\Iiller 
creek. In the spring of 1893 many new claims were 
staked, and it is estimated that 80 men took out $100,000. 
Since then ?lliller creek has been the heaviest producer of 
the F arty J\Iile district, and, until recently, of the whole 
Yukon. Its entire length lies in British possessions. The 
output for 1893 as given by the mint director for the 
Alaskan creeks, all but :).Jiller creek being in .\merican 
possessions, was $198,000, with a mining population of 

196. 
The total amount produced by the Yukon placers in 

1894 was double that of the preyious year, and was di
vided between the t\\·o <listricts. In 1895 the output had 
doubled again. 

Forty :).Iile district in the summer of 18q6 is describe<! 
in the report as looking as if it had seen ib best days. and 
unless several nc\\' creeks are discovered it \\'ill lose its old 
position. 

The Birch creek district was in a flourishing condition 
last summer (1896). }lost of the gulches \\'lTe then run
ning, miners \\'ere working on double shifts, night and 
clay, and many large ,profits were reported. On }[astoclon 
creek, the best producer, over 300 miners \\·ere at work. 
many expecting to winter in the gulch. 

As to hydraulic mining, the report says: "Some min
ers have planned to work this and other good ground 
supposed to exist under the deep co\'ering of moss and 
gravel in the wide valley of the :-Iammoth and Crooked 
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creeks by the hydraulic procescc. the water to be obtained 
by tapping :\filler and :\fastodon creeks near the head. It 
will be several Hars before the scheme can be operated. 
because both of the present gulches are paying well, and 
will continue to do so at least fiye years.'' 

The Klondike placer miners are only gathering the 
dust washed off nature's great gold reserve in the Alaskan 
mountaim. This dust is found in the granl of the little 
streams. It comes from a formation called the conglom
erate, which is incomparably richer in nuggets and par
ticles of gold than the gravel. \ \'hen the miners find it 
no longer profitable to \\'ash out the gravel, they can at
tack the conglomerate, where they will be able to accom
plish something by hand labor. Finally, there is the 
original source of gold-the veins in the hills. These 
must be of enormous value. They must lie untouched 
until the proper machinery for obtaining the gold is 
erected. 

A clear, scientific and authoritative explanation of the 
geological conditions of the Klondike and neighboring 
goltl-bearing rocks was furnished by Professor S. F. Em
mons, of the l'nited States geological survey, to the :\'e\\· 
York Herald. Professor Emmons said: 

"The real mass of golden wealth in .-\laska remains as 
yet untouched. It lies in the Yirgin rocks. from which the 
particles found in the river gravels now being \\·ashed 
liy the Klondike miners have been torn by the erosion of 
streams. These particles, being heaYy, have been de
posited by the streams ,Yhich carried the lighter matter 
omYarcl to the ocean, thus forming by gradual accumu
lation, a sort of auriferous concentrate. :\lany of the bits, 
especially in certain localities, are big enough to be called 
nuggets. 

"ln spots the graYels are so rich that. as we have all 
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heard, many ounces of the yellow metal are obtained 
from the ,,·ashing of a single panful. That is what is mak
ing the people so wild-the prospect of picking money 
out of the dirt by the handful literally. 

"But all this is merely the skimming of grease from 
the' pot; the soup remains, the precious rich soup it is. 
The bulk of the wealth is in the rocks of the hills, \\'aiting 
only for proper machinery to take it out. For you mu~t 
remember that the gold ,ms originally stored in veins 
of the rocks, ,vhich are of an exceedingly ancient forma
tion. Nobody can say ho\\' many millions of years ago the 
metal \\'as put there, but it must have been an enormously 
long time back. 

"The streams wore a\\'ay the rocks, carrying gold \\'ith 
them, and this process continued for ages, making im
mense deposits of rich, gold-bearing gra,·eb. Eventually 
these deposits were themselves transformed into rock
a sort of conglomerate in which pebbles small and big are 
mixed with what \\'as once sane!. To-day the strata com
posed of this conglomerate are of immense extent and 
unknown thickness. The formation closely resembles 
that of the auriferous 'banket' or pudding stone of the 
South African gold fields; but the South African pudding 
stone \\'as in far remote antiquity a sea beach, \\'hereas 
the Alaskan formation is a deposit made by steams, as 
I have said. 

"In a later epoch the stream continued to gnaw away 
at the hills, bringing clown more gold and leaving it be
hind in the gravels of their bottoms. It is these compara
tively modern rivers which are responsible for the pay 
dirt of the Klondike district and of all that region. ~ at
urally, because it ,ms easily got at and worked, the min
ers have struck this surface alluvium first. The streams 
at various times have followed different courses, and it i.s 
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in the gravels of the dry and disused channels that the 
gold miners dig with such fabulous profit. 

''You will observe from \\' hat I have said that the gold 
of that region exists under three \\'idely different condi
tions-in the gravels, in the conglomerate or pudding 
stone and in the ancient rocks of the hills. \Vhen the 
modern stream deposits, now being \\'Orked, are used up, 
the miner can tackle the conglomerate, which represents 
the gravels of ages ago. Finally, when they are provided 
with the requisite machinery, they will be in a position to 
attack the masses of yellow wealth that are stored in the 
veins of the mountains. At present we can hardly con
sider that the first bite has been taken of the golden feast 
which Alaska offers to hungry man." 

For many years Indians have brought out of the Cop
per river district in Alaska furs, copper and gold. The 
Copper Indians are a ferocious tribe, much resembling 
the Sioux in stature, and during the last few years have 
become well equipped \Yith guns and ammunition. 
Knowing the value of their rich stakes, and that the 
ingress of white men would mean their retirement, the 
Indians have steadfastly refused to permit a single white 
man to explore their country. Every man making the 
attempt has been told to keep out, and \\'hen he persisted 
has been killed. 

The Copper ri\·er tribe numbers nearly 1,000, and as 
they have been well able to carry out their threats, no 
attempt to molest them has been made in recent wars. 
I\" ow, however, it is proposed to teach these native~ that 
white men must eventually be allowed to prospect and 
take out the mineral riches of their domain. 

One hundred men, thoroughly armed, will go to Cook 
inlet from Port Townsend. They will be led thence into 
the Copper river section by Judge Joseph Kuhn, who has 
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been collecting data regarding Copper rinT for years 
and was the originator of the project. Capitalists, it 
is said, are advancing part of the money required, but to 
make the success more certain the expedition is being 
organized on a co-operative basis, so each man will have 
a direct interest. Each man enlisting is required to put 
up several hundred dollars, which goes to a common 
fund with which to buy a schooner, arms and supplies 
for t,rn years. The Indians will not be molested unless 
they attack the exploring party. Traditions of the last 
sixty years have ascribed great mineral wealth to the 
Copper riyer country. At Sitka it is said that in 1831 
a Russian trader invaded that section with eight men. 
They were killed when \\·ithin a two days' march to the 
seacoast. 
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CHAPTER XYII. 

MAIL SERVICE IN THE KLONDIKE. 

D AIL Y mail deliveries are somethir.g that can 
scarcely be expected by the Klondikers. 

I~ Mrnngemcnt,. hmme,, have b;.'n ~ad, 
to carry the mail between "home and the 

. ;· ·• gold diggings in the Yukon district. A 
;~ mail sen·ice has been established be-

. -~ t,\'een Juneau and Circle City, and doubt-
less this soon will be extended to the Klondike district. 
A~ the mails pass backwards and forwards across the 
hottndary line, postage paid in the -c nited States takes 
mail across the boundary line, and Yice versa. 

Postmaster Charles C. Gordon of Chicago, in response 
to a request from the CHIC-\GO RECORD for infor
mation regarding the sending of letters to the Klondike 
region, replied: 

"Letters cannot be sent by United States mail to Daw
son Cit:·, Forty :1 lile or other towm in British territory. 
:1lail matter for Dawson City, Xortlmest territory. not 
being a known postoffice, should be addressed ·yia' some 
Cnited States postoffice, viz: Dyea, Alaska: Unalaska, 
or Circle City, A.laska. Sent to one of these Alaskan 
postoffices, it goes to Circle City hy way of Dyea. over 
the O\'erlancl route; by \Yay of C nalaska by the Yukon 
route. 

"A mail steamer leaYes Seattle eyery five days ·for 
J uneatt, 120 miles from Dyea, and every fourteen days 
from Sitka for L'nalaska. A Canadian Pacific steamer 
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will leave Victoria for Dyea, by way of Juneau, e\'cry 
few weeks during the fall. The route overland by way 
of Edmonton, N" orthwest territory, is not feasible, as yet. 
although there appears to be some travel coming this 
way." 

Five carriers have been appointed for the Juneau
Circle City route, and one will leave each end of the mail 
route on or about the first of each month. The carriers 
are P. C. Richardson, F. W. Hoyt, J. W. Demars. G. 
1'. Sproul and John Brauer. This mail service is for 
l'nited States mail addressed to Circle City. ~Iail of 
Dawson, Forty-~Iile and Fort Cudahy will not be car
ried in this mail, as these points are in Canadian territory. 
Comrr,unication with these points is irregular and diffi
cult, but arrangements have been made to forward mail 
from Circle City by the Arctic express company. 

The schedule for carriers between Juneau and Circle 
City is as follows: 

Date. Juneau. 
August ............... Demars 
September ............ Sproul 
October ............... Hoyt 
November. ............ Brauer 
December ............. Demars 
January ............... Sproul 
Februarv .............. Hoyt 
1larch. : .............. Brauer 
April ................. Demars 
Mav. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sproul 
Jun·e .................. Hoyt 

Cirde Cit\'. 
Ho)·t 

Brauer 
Demars 

Sproul 
Hoyt 

Brauer 
Demars 

Sproul 
Hovt 

Brauer 
Demars 

Since July I, contracts for mail over what is known as 
"the overland route" from Juneau to Circle City have 
been made by the postoffice department. The round trip 
over the Chilkoot pass and by way of the chain of lqkes 
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and the Lewes river takes about a month, the distance 
being about 900 miles. The cost is about $600 for the 
round trip. The Chilkoot pass is crossed with the mail 
by means of Indian carriers. On the previous trips the 
carriers, after finishing the pass, built their boats. 
but they now have their own to pass the lakes and the 
Le,ves river. 

In the winter transportation is carried on by means 
of dog sleds, and it is hoped that under the present con
tracts there \\·ill be no stoppage, no matter how low the 
temperature may go. The contractor has reported that 
he was sending a boat, in sections, by \\·ay of St. :-Iichael, 
up the Yukon river, to be used on the watern·ay of the 
route, and it is thought much time will be saved by this, 
as in former times it was necessary for the carriers to 
stop and build boats or rafts to pass the lakes. 

In addition to this for the summer season contracts 
have been made with two steamboat companies for two 
trips from Seattle to St. ~Iichael, and three from there 
to Seattle. \\'hen the steamers reach St. ).Iichael, the 
mail "·ill be transferred from the steamers to the flat
bottomed boats running up the Yukon as far as Circle 
City. It is believed the boats now run further up. 

The contracts for the overland route call for only first
class matter, whereas the steamers in the summer season 
carry everything up to five tons a trip. 

Some extracts from the official report of the second 
assistant postmaster general for the fiscal year ending 
June 1, 1896, will prove of interest. Under date of Sep
tember 23, 1896, Contractor Beddoe wrote to the depart
ment concerning the trip to Circle City. the establishment 
of that postoffice having been authorized }larch 19, 
1896; 
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He says: "I have just returned from my first round 
trip through to Circle City with the U nitecl States mail, 
under contract route i\O. 78103, and in accordance with 
your instructions, corroborating those received through 
the superintendent of the Pacific coast, at Seattle, I de
livered the return mail from Circle City to the postmaster 
at Seattle and accompanied to Juneau such mail as re
mained for that point. 

"I have already delivered (or have en route) the mail 
for June, July, August and September. It will be im
possible for any other mail to leave here until spring, 
outside of the \\·inter contract. 

"If you were familiar \\'ith the conditions which ob
tain in the Yukon you would be in a better 'position to 
regulate the elates of departure and arrival for said ser
Yice. For instance, I left this point (Juneau) on June 10 

for Dyea; for sixteen hours it \\'as impossible to land 
owing to storms, and as the landing is made in small 
boats, the conditions must be favorable. I took with me 
sufficient lumber to build t,,·o boats; the ones I had 
already built could not be taken over the summit in con
sequence of excessive snow storms. Upon my arrival 
at the base of the summit the Indian packers refused to 
go over with the lumber. I ,ras compelled to abandon 
it there, haYing paid $67.50 for packing it. 

''The packing of supplies, etc., cost $320 additional. 
Hm,·ever, I pushed on and upon arriving at Lake Linde
man, a distance of thirty miles, I built a raft, there being 
no lumber in that locality, and upon this raft we jour
neyed to Lake Bennett, where we found sufficient lumber 
to build a boat. A start ,ras made in five days after ar
rival, although the lumber had to be cut from the tree:', 
and from there on we trawled day and night until our 
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destination, Circle City, ,ms reached and the mails de
livered in good order. 

"The question now ,ras to get the return mail to Ju
neau the quickest moment. It was impossible to start 
up the river in consequence of the rapid water, the cur
rent averaging eight miles an hour for 500 miles. If I 
remained in Circle City until July 30 it would probably 
take forty-five clays to pole the boat up the rinr. I there
fore decided to go dO\rn to ~t. ~Iichael and come out 
through Bering sea. I was fortunate in getting there 
in time for the steamship Portland. which sailed from 
that point to· Seattle, via Cnalaska-3,500 miles. ..\t 
~cattle I took the Alki and reached here in clue course. 
h;ffing tran·lecl 6,500 miles in addition to the regular 
trip. and saving thereby u,·er a month of time in the de
li,·ery of the return mail: and I owe it to myself to say 
that I ,vas the last trip man into the Yukon and the first 
one out this scasun, \\·hich is evidence that no unnecessary 
delay occurred. 

"This Yukon trip is a terrible one. the current of the 
river eYen attaining ten miles an hour. ~Iiles canyon is a 
veritable death trap into ,vhich one is likely to be drawn 
without notice, and the \\.hite Horse rapids. known as 
the miners' grave. to say nothing of the Five Fingers and 
Rink rapids. both of ,vhich are very dangerous. ..\11 of 
these clanger!'> are aggravated by reason of the defective 
maps and reports of the country. · 

"It is my intention to submit to the department a map 
with many corrections. although in the absence of a 
proper surn'y it will necessarily be only an approximate 
reflection of the river's course. You are probably not 
awarl' that for a distance of 150 miles, commencing at 
Circle City, and going north, the river is fifty miles be-
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tween banks, and contains thousands of islands, very ie\\· 
of which appear on any map. 

"It is impossible to perform this mail contract without 
having at least three parties fully equipped, the distance 
being so great and it being out of the question for the 
first party to return in time to depart with the succeed
ing mail, and the expense of each ,,·ill be about the same. 
I shall have made four round trips by the end of this 
month. The last mail in should arrive at Circle City in 
one \Yeek from no,L The return mails I am looking for 
daily. At the end of this month the north encl of the 
Yukon river will freeze and the ice will gradually form 
to the south, and the same, as a watenYay. ,,·ill become 
impassable and remain so until mid1\'inter." 

The \\'estern Union telegraph company i,; con,;idering 
the advisability of ,;tringing a "·ire from Juneau to Daw
son City. A ~an Francisco company has been formed 
for the purpose oi connecting Juneau and Da1Yson City 
11·ith a telegraph and telephone 1, ire. The line, accord
ing to the plan, is to be constructed on the same plan 
as the ordinary military line used by armies in the field. 
The wire "·ill be a quarter of an inch thick, and covered 
with a certain kind of insulation which it is said has 
proved thoroughly able to ,Yithstand the rigorous cli
matic conditions preniling in Alaska. The \\·ire is to 
wind upon large reels, and these reels are to be placed 
on clog sleds and dragged over the ice and snow. It i,; 
proposed simply to pay out the loose ,1·ire and let it lie 
on the ground, ,Yith the expectation of running the line 
through from terminal to terminal in six ,yeeh. 

The route by way of Chilkoot and the Le\\·cs and Yu
kon as far as the Pelly riHT has been thoroughly ex
plored by the \\'estern Cnion telegraph company. }1ikc 
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Lel3arge, after whom Lake LeBarge was named, was en
gaged by the company to explore the river and adjacent 
country for the purpose of connecting Europe and Amer
ica by telegraph through British Columbia and Alaska 
and across Bering strait to Asia, and thence to Europe. 
This exploration took place in 1867, but the successful 
laying of the Atlantic cable in 1866 put a stop to this 
project. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

LIFE IN DAWSON CITY. 

!\ 
CCORDI:\"G to men who havc re-

- turned from the Klondike countrv, 
\;w-,~· • • a 

\;{·':~', .. "" the nlues attached to flour, meats, 
~ ·~ eggs, sugar, etc.," by J?awson City 

~- .. ~~\ traders are n?t :o steep ' as some re-
~-..-?/1~--f. ports hayc mdtcated. Hundreds of 

...., "' stories about high prices in Dawson 
City have gone the length and breadth 
of the country since the EJondike 

fever broke out, and Joseph Ladue, the founder of Dm\·
son City, and the owner of the townsite, takes exceptions 
to what he calls "exaggerations." He say5 that prices in 
Dawson City, everything considered, arc reasonable. 
Following is a Dawson City price list: 

Flour, per 100 lbs .......................... $ 12 oo 
Sugar, brown, per pound ................... . 
Sugar, granulated, per pound ............... . 
Rice, per pound .......................... . 
Oatmeal, per pound ...................... . 
Bacon, per pound ......................... . 
Condensed milk, per can ................... . 
Butter, per pound ......................... . 
Eggs, per dozen .......................... . 
Beans, per pound .......................... . 
Salt, per poqnd ........................... . 
Dried fruit, per pound, 25 to ............... . 
Apricots ( dried) per pound ................. . 
Cigars, single ............................ . 
Cigars, wholesale, per l ,ooo, $95 to ......... . 
Tobacco, chewing and smoking, per pound .. 
Tobacco, plug cut, per pound ............... . 

16 

20 

25 
20 

25 
I 50 

60 
I 50 
5 00 

15 
30 
35 
50 

100 00 

I 50 
2 00 



260 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

Blankets, good, per pair, from $16 to ......... . Hudson Bav blankets ................. , .. · . Linen shirt · ............................. · , l' ndcrwear, per suit. ...................... . Canvas overalls .......................... . Boots, from $ro to .................... , ... . Stogic shoes, from $5 to ................... . Clothes, suit ready made, from $30 to ........ . Fur overcoats, from $25 to ................. , Dogs for sleds, from $roo to ............... . Home-made bread, per loaf. ................ . Lumber, per 1,000 feet, from $roo to ....... . \\'ages, per day, $5 to ................. ····· -:\ kals in restaurant, each .................. . 

30 00 
30 00 
5 00 

IO 00 
2 50 

12 00 
7 50 

50 00 
100 00 
300 00 

50 
200 00 

6 00 
l 50 

A dressmaker. who \\·as in Circle City when the "strike" 
on the Klondike was made, went to Dawson City. and in 
the first three days cleared $90 with her needle. }Ir;;. Adams, the dressmaker, said she \Yas the first woman in the diggings that could fit a dress, and while there \\·ere 
no "bones" or ''\\'aist binding or cam·as" or other articles 
about \rhich women know everything and which go into 
a clr~ss, :\Irs. Adams said prices are kept up, ranging about as follows: Five to ten dollars for a plain -:\Lother 
Hubbard, $6 to $12 for an empress, $8 for a plain wool skirt, $10 to an "ounce" for a waist. These prices were 
simply for making the goods up, and -:\Irs. Adams said 
she and her partner had more work than they could do. 

Dawson City is located on the bank of the Klondike 
where the latter stream empties into the Yukon river. The 
tO\rn site of 160 acres is O\"ned by Joe Ladue, and Daw
son City is laid out in a square, and divided into city lots 
after the most improved manner of the real estate dealer who plats new subdivisions. The population is unknown. Good guessers put the number of inhabitants of this 
mushroom town anywhere from 3,000 to 15,000. Some
time next spring it ,rill be known just what the winter 
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population of Dawson City has been during the \\'inter. 
The city was born in August, 1896, a few days after the 
Klondike strike was made. :\lany people are under the 
impression that Dawson City is in the ver>· center of thl' 
rich placer deposits of the Klondike district, when as a 
matter of fact, the gold bearing creeks are from r 2 to 
25 miles from Dawson City. 

Da\\·son City is a Canadian tmrn, although its founder 
and most of its inhabitants are qualified voters in the 
L. nitecl ~tates when they are at home. Dawson City is not 
only a mushroom to,Yn. but, to use another simile bor
rowed from the vegetable kingdom, it is a "sucker" town. 
\\'hen it sprung up Circle City, Forty :\Iile, Fort Cudahy. 
ancl other mining towns north of it were depopulated sn 
rapidly that no one saYC the agents of the transportation 
and trading companies and the Hudson's Bay company 
\H'rc left. 

Every man, \Yoman, child and clog scurried to Dawson 
City as fast as possible. Before the establishment of Daw
son City there \H're r,500 people in Circle City. A recent 
letter from Circle City relates the sad fact that there are 
three men, t,Yo women, one child and four yellow curs 
left. From all reports Dawson City is an orderly place, 
all things considered. The X orthwest territory mounted 
police and the Canadian land officials thus far haYe suc
ceeded in maintaining la,v and order to a degree that can 
scarcely be appreciated by one who is familiar with the 
so-called "typical'' mining towns. 

The people as a rule are law-abiding and attend to their 
own business. In fact all are too busy looking after wealth 
to resort to any lawlessness. Joe Ladue, the father of 
Dawson City, is authority for the statement that stealing 
is practically unknown in that town. Gold dust, grains 
and nuggets are kept in tin cans, iron kettles, worn out 
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rubber boots, oil cans, and left in tents and cabins v,ithout 
watch or guard being placed over them. This was the 
Dawson City up to the time the flood of gold-seekers 
overwhelmed it this year. The Canadian authorities be
lieve that they will be able to smash all traditions, so far 
as mining towns are concerned, by making and keeping 
Dawson City a highly moral frontier town. 

Joseph Ladue, the owner of Dawson City, is one of the 
fortunate men who made a large strike. He says he does 
not know how much he is worth, but those who are as
sociated with him place his figures up among the millions. 
He is a resident, when at home, of 5chuyler Halls, Clin
ton county, ~ew York. He has great hopes for the 
future of the city he owns. In speaking of his possessions 
Ladue said that the summer for Dawson City opens about 
.:\lay 15 and by June I, no sno\\· is seen anywhere. 

Grain is planted or sown about :\lay I 5, and he has 
raised barley and oats there for two years. Potatoes do 
not mature in Dawson. On the highlands the frost strikes 
cyerything each year. So the farming is all done on the 
islands. :\IcQuestion, the Hudson's Bay trader at Forty 
.\lile. has raised potatoes. barley, oats, turnips, lettuce, 
radishes and cabbage. He sells his produce 1:o the miners 
and gets good prices for it. Turnips, for instance, bring 
ten cents a pound. :\t Ft. Selkirk, 178 miles south of 
Dawson, is another garden, owned and cultivated by 
Harper, sometimes called the "grand old man of the Yu
kon." 

The summer lasts from the middle of :\lay to Septe111-
ber I. The longest day in Dawson City is June 22; on 
that day the Klondikers have the sun for t\venty hours, 
"clear, \Yann sun," as Joe Ladue expressed it. \\'inter 
sets in September I, and the cold comes on gradually. 
September and October weather is fine, October being 
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about as l'\ovember is in the Cnitecl States. After that 
everything is closed up, including the Yukon river, which 
freezes over between :1\ovember I and IO, and.it is not 
navigable after that time until the next spring. The ic.: 
in the river freezes five and a half feet thick. 

They have bath tubs in Dawson City, "real zinc bath
tubs," according to Joe Ladue, and it costs a Kloncliker 
$1 a bath in a barber shop. But the prospector, who has 
a thrifty nature and is saving his cash, seldom patronizes 
these dollar a bath tubs. He takes a Russian bath for 
nothing. The Russian bath houses are made out of logs, 
an arch of stones is made on the floor of the house and a 
fire built under until the stones are reel hot. The door is 
closed tight, and a barrel of water is thrown over the 
stones until the, hot steam fills the room, and the Klon
diker walks around with every pore wide open, dripping 
with perspiration. As Joe Ladue puts it, "it is a good 
sweat bath and is all right too for cleaning.'' 

Several preachers are on their \\'ay to the Klondike, 
but the church of England has one of its clergymen on 
the ground. Bishop Bompas is at the head of the dio
cese which includes the Klondike district, and an episco
pal clergyman officiates in Dawson City. \\'hen Ladue 
left Dawson City he was told that Bishop Bompas in
tended to move from Forty :\Iile to the metropolis of the 
Klondike. 

~{en who have returned from Dawson City tell great 
tales of the magnificence of the bars over which the sev
eral kinds of drinks in vogue in Dawson are servea. One 
of the bars cost $750 in San Francisco before it was 
loaded on t]le ship, and another one is said to be equally 
as expensive. The dance hall is a frame building covered 
with white drilling. It is about 80 feet long and 40 feet 
wide. The orchestra consists of a horn, a violin, and a 
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piano, and everything is 50 cents a drink. There were 
ro saloons and only 3 restaurants in Dawson City when 
Ladue left. One of the restaurants was an attachment to 
a barber shop. 

A table d'/wte dinner cost $1.50 and consists of bacon, 
beans, bread, coffee, a piece of cheese and dried fruit. 
And the restaurant keepers sell everything that can be 
made into a warm meal for the miners who have been liv
ing on hardtack and salt pork for seYeral months. The 
laundries charge 25 cents a piece for everything that goes 
into the washtub, from towels to blue shirts. The stew
ardess on the steamer \\'illipaw forsook the raging Yu
kon and took to \\·ashing in Dawson City. and she did first 
rate. She also started a bake-shop, and one small loaf of 
her home made bread sold for 50 cents. 

Gambling is carried on at Dawson City to suit all con
ditions of persons; no stake less than a dollar is allowed 
and jackpots frequently nm up to enough "ounces'' of 
gold dust to represent several thousands of dollars. It is 
claimed that there has not been even a first-class fist fight 
over a gambling game in Dawson City since Joe Ladue 
laid out the town site. From all accounts gambling is 
all "straight" in Dawson City, for cheating is regarded as 
akin to stealing. and stealing is put down as a wor~c 
crime than murder in that section of the globe. 

The Canadian authorities have established a postoffice 
at Dawscn City. This makes three Canadian postoffices 
in that portion of the Xorthwest territory. The other 
two offices are at Forty :\lile and Fort Cudahy. The mail 
is carried by the mounted police from Dyea. 

Robert Krook, a Swedish Klondiker, tells stories some· 
what different from the average of those that have come 
from the lips of returned miners. He said: 

"Lntil this spring the men never put locks on the doors 
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of their cabins, and nothing was stolen. You might go 
into any cabin and see a glass or a tin or t\\'o on the shelf 
full of gold and no one would think of touching it. Any
one could steal if he wanted to do so, but there were 
reasons \\'hy they did not. It was only after the mounted 
police arrived that locks and bolts became a necessity. Be
fore that there were what we called 'miners' laws.' Forty 
or fifty of the miners would call a meeting, select a chair
man, and then if a man could make his own 'talk' he did 
so or he would get some one to make it for him. \Yhen 
both sides of the case had been heard the chairman would 
call for a vote. The decision was final. If a man gave 
trouble he had to go. :\'ow they do not have miners' 
laws any more. \Ve had no trouble during three years, 
because all questions \\'ere settled at these meetings of 
miners. All disputes about claims were argued and ad
judicated in the same way.'' 

Some amusing details were given of the way in \Yhich 
the men spend the long nights in the winter. As each 
claim extends only 500 feet up and clown the stream, the 
cabins are close together and the men visit one another. 
In the Klondike, or for that matter at Forty .:\Iile creek 
or any of these faraway mining camps, the men are expert 
checker players, because that is the principal amusement, 
with whist as the favorite card game. 

'':1\o paper is too old," said :.\Ir. Krook, "to read. \\"e 
read all the advertisements and all the can labels. There 
was a supply of canned lobsters at the camp and some 
man used to put up with the cans wrappings of sheets 
from the bible. \ \' e used to commit the chapters to mem
ory and see who could repeat them first ,,·ithout a mis
take. 

"The food is neither extra choice nor plentiful. But it 
is expensive. Bacon, ham and beans are the general rule 
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-no French wines or champagnes. The supplies are 
short at best and a man must often take bacon that he 
would not throw to a dog or go without. There is usually 
more \YhiskY and hardware on hand than anything else. 
A man onh: needs a certain amount of hardware, and the 
less whisk): he can get on with the better he is off. 

"Sometimes a man has to watch his supplies pretty 
close, and they usually build a 'cache'-that is, a little 
platform set high up on light poles. He can then haul 
up his bacon and 'grub' and cover it with a tarpaulin. 
The risk of leaving the 'grub' in the cabin i~ that the bears 
get at it. They will even tear the roof off to get in, and 
there are plenty of the animals. They won't climb the thin 
posts, particularly when the bark has been peeled off. 

"In regard to clothing, a man does not need much in 
summer, and in \\·inter he studies comfort, not looks. In 
\\·inter we ,Year moccasins and in summer while sluicing 
gum boots. I have not had leather on my feet since I 
left. Overalls cost $2.50 in Klondike, and everything else 
in proportion, but it is a great country to make money in." 

\\·. D. Johns, the special correspondent of the CHICA
GO RECORD, who has been in the Yukon country for 
t\rn years, sent a letter to the RECORD describing gold 
digging in winter in the Birch creek district. This letter 
\\·as \\Titten December 21, 1896, and was published :\larch 
2, 1897, and was the first announcement, to be published 
in any newspaper, of the Klondike find. :\Ir. Johns' letter 
reads as follows: 

"Life, climate and work in interior Al:i.ska, close to the 
arctic circle, in \\·inter is yastly different from that which 
the popular belief supposes it to be. \ \'hile not as desira
ble a place of \\'inter residence as countries farther south, 
it is one in which men tray el, work and liw. taking suita
ble precautions, without serious trouble nr danger unless 
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they meet with accidents or get caught out when the tem
perature takes a sudden drop down to 70 or So degrees 
below zero. In that case if not well prepared there is 
clanger, of course. But the principal clanger is in getting 
the fe.et wet where the water has overflowed the riYcr or 
creek ice and of freezing before a fire can be built and the 
feet dried. ~[ore men are fatally frozen in this ,my than 
any other. The river froze up later this fall, X ovember 5, 
and since then the weather has been steadily cold, aver
aging 20 degrees below zero and running clown at times 
to 40 and 50 degrees below, ,rhich is the lowest point yet 
touched, it having been a warm winter so far. 

"Dog teams and horses are freighting out to the mines 
60 miles back of the river. :.\liners are going and coming 
to and from the diggings, where they are now engaged 111 

drifting, and many are going to the ne\\· place of excite
ment at Klondike, in the Xorthwest territory, 260 miles 
above Circle City, on the Yukon. Among them are some 
women. Yet one hears less complaint about the weather 
than in a cold winter in Chicago. \Vhen the thermome
ter drops 50 degrees below zero or lower most men re
main in their huts if on the trail or in their cabins if cut
ting wood or at other work, but many travel when it is 60 
degrees below zero and work in the shafts sinking and 
drifting out the pay dirt-not altogether pleasant for the 
man who is working the windlass above. At times too, 
it blows almost a gale when the thermometer is low :111d 
then it is almost unendurable. 

"In the Birch creek diggings \Yater seriously interferes 
with the winter digging in many places and it is not until 
late in the winter that some of them can be worked on 
this account. The earth down here is not eternally frozen 
to a great depth, as has been supposed. On the river 
above in the ~orthwest territory, this supposition is more 
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generally true and they are troubled much less with 
water than here, but even there it causes trouble. Another 
generally received fallacy is that it 'never rains' here. On 
the upper river the climate is dry, \Yith but little rain, but 
when one gets as far down as Forty :\Iile one has almost 
as much rain as in North Dakota, and it increases down 
the river. So that here there is a good deal of rain. l! p 
in the mountains this rain turns to snow, \\'hich is not in
frequent at the diggings in midsummer. This accounts 
for the millions of mosquitoes, which are actually danger
ous to life here if a man's face and body are not protected. 
On the upper Yukon they are not one-tenth as bad a,; 
dow1: here, owing to the drier climate. }lany a 'chechaco' 
(tenderfoot) on his way to the mines, \vith a pack on his 
back, has thrown down eycrything and struck back for 
tmn1 and gone on down the river \\·ithout delay, cursing 
the country and its mosquitoes. :'\ ot one-third of thos·~ 
coming in stay over winter. 

"To those who stay and work the country offers great 
rewards in comparison \\'ith \\'hat the average man can 
make below, and the chance of a fortune. In this district 
the mines offer the only source now, for Circle City is 
fully built, and the men who worked at it last summer 
will have to do something else, for there will be no build
ing to speak of. At the present time it is yery quiet. 
}Iany men ,vent out, and almost all the rest have gone 
to the different creeks to sink prospect holes or to drift 
out pay dirt, which in some creeks does not have to be 
burned, as there is no frost after they get clmrn to the 
pay. Last summer $500,000 was taken out of Birch creek 
district, and this winter they expect to take out $200,000, 

allowing $500 to the man, a very low estimate. As the 
country has not yet been thoroughly prospected this 
amount will probably be increased next year and for some 
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vears to come. Parties are now out and more are going 
to prospect creeks over the range, and before spring new 
discoveries \\·ill undoubtedly be made. 

"The new Klondike strike in the X orthwest territory 
(Canada) is an example of how little is known of this 
region. Only 50 miles up the Yukon from the old Forty 
,\lile post, where the Canadian government now has a po
lice force, it has been casually gone over several times by 
prospectors \Yho kept to the main creek or river. Last 
summer a squaw man ,ms induced to go up a side creek 
of the Klondike by his Indian brother-in-law, and they 
found the gold on what is now asserted to be the richest 
creek in the gold region, and one of the richest ever struck 
anywhere. I myself have panned and seen panned some 
wonderfully rich prospects on the surface, as high as $3 to 
the pan. If the reports now coming down from Klon
dike are true they have it richer still on the bed rock. 

"lt is a great district, with many rich gulches. and will 
support an immense mining population when opened up 
in a year from now, though the news \Yill bring in a host 
of men who will be unable to find work and who, unless 
they have money, will have to go out, as the companies 
have absolutely shut down on the credit they used to give. 
It is a matter of regret \\·ith Americans that these diggings 
are under the paw of the British lion. ,\lany believe, in·· 
deed, that the majority of the rich strikes of the future 
will be on Canadian soil, near the main chain of the 
Ro;::kies, which sends only spurs westward into Alaska. 
The Klondike diggings are on the same spur of the 
Rockies as those of Birch creek, 260 miles down the river, 
but they are only about 6o miles from the main range. A 
number of minor creeks \Yere struck on the same ran ,ye 

::, 

between Circle City and the Canadian line last summer. 
"Every one coming in this spring ought to bring a 
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year's supplies, as so great a rush to the new strike is an
ticipated that the companies will not be able to supply 
the demand with their present steamer capacity. In the 
past they have just managed to supply the demand, fall
ing short of many articles, and each fall sees a repetition 
of the scarcity. Just keeping up with the demand, they 
c:mnot supply a rush such as the Klondike strike will un
doubtedly bring in, so that hardships must result unless 
ne,vcomers bring a year's supply down the river. 

"Independent steamers are needed that will carry 
freight. As it is no\\', if one can get freight carried at all 
up the river it costs $280 a ton, all water transportation 
from Seattle and up one of the finest navigable rivers in 
the world, so pronounced by competent :.Iississippi river 
steamboat captains, ,vho are in here. The ~ orth American 
Transportation company, of which P. B. \\'care and Jack 
Cudahy are the principal stockholders, put a new steam
er on the Yukon the last summer, as did the Alaska Com
mercial company, of San Francisco, but this fall there wa,; 
the usual shortage of supplies. The \\'eare company, 
which did' all in its powe1 to get up provisions, is said to 
intend putting on anothff steamer next summer. But 
what is needed is a steamer, or steamers, which will carr.1· 
freight for the many who now cannot get a pouncl earned 
up the river at any price. 

"The country is on the eve of a great development, and 
prices are simply enormous. In a few years when prices 
come down there are hundreds of claims paying $6, $7. 
$8 or $9 a day that can be worked that now cannot be 
touched because of the expense of food, tools and 
clothes." 

Joe Ladue says that Dawson City, Circle City and 
Forty J\Iile are towns for "women-folk," because "any 
woman who can live anywhere on top of the earth can live 
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up there and be happy." The women of the upper Yukon 
seem to be of the same opinion, judging from the letters 
thev send "home." The following interesting letter was 
rec~ived by John C. Hessian, a ,veil-known attorney in 
Duluth, Minn .. from his sister, whose husband is a hard
ware merchant at Fort Cudahy. She writes as follow~: 

"I \ms the ninth \\·hite woman in this country, and 
three out of the nine arrived only a month ahead of me. 
There are about two dozen now. I know eight of them, 
and we get along nicely together. There are about two 
thousand ,rhite men scattered through this part of the 
country, and a carload of girls would go like hot cake5. 
Jn coming into this place \Ve came from Seattle out to 
Cape Flattery, through the northern waters of the Pacific 
( kean, the Bering sea and up the Yukon river. \ \' e were 
,ix weeks en route. I stood the trip \\·ell, and was the 
only passenger able to eat three or more times a <la:,. 
,\t the mouth of the great river, the Yukon, we took the 
riwr boat, which is very fine, with splendid accommoda
tions. The scenery is beautiful all the r6oo miles to 
this camp. 

"The Y 11 kon is about two thousand miles long, and has 
a great many good-sized rivers flowing into it. It docs 
not freeze up before October IO, although we have some 
nTy cold \\·cather before that time, but it takes cold 
weather to stop these swift steamers. \ \'hen it does 
freeze up, instead of freezing smooth the huge cakes of 
ice seem to be standing on edge from I 2 to r 5 feet high 
in place:,;. I don't know how to describe it am· better than 
by likening it to an ice-house blown up with dynamite. 
\Ye are living on British soil, 30 miles from the Alaska 
line. nine blocks or thereabouts from the north pole, and 
I ,600 miles from a railroad. Until the last few months 
\re have had no mail route, but persons coming in in the 
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spring and summer usually brought in the letters that ac
cumulated at Juneau. They brought in letters only. 

":.\lining is the only industry. Gold can be found in the 
gravel on nearly any river, creek or gulch. Two obstacles 
the miner has to contei1d \\'ith are the short seasons and 
the frozen condition of the country. The earth, in sum
mer, only thaws two or three feet, and that only in place<, 
exposed to the sun. There is no coin or currency in the 
country to speak of. All business is transacted with gold 
dust. X o laws are recognized here except those made by 
the miners themselves. There is a good class of men here, 

· pretty well mixed; goodhearted, hard worl<ers. The In
dians are very numerous here and throughout the couu
try. They are peaceable and self-supporting. They look 
as much like the Chinese or Japs as they do like Indian:-. 
They try to imitate the \\'hite man in dress. Freighting is 
done eutircly by dogs. These animals resemble the \\'olf 
in appearance, and are sold at $75, $100 and $125 each. 
The large game of the country is bear, wolves, moose and 
caribou, a species of the reindeer. The last t,,·o are fine 
eating. 

"The mercury goes sometimes as low as 8o degrees be
low zero. At such a time a basinful of hot water thrmn1 
up in the air will come down in icicles. \ Ve are about 30 
miles south of the arctic circle. During the short clay, it 
begins to get dark at 3 p. m., daylight appearing about 
9 :30 a. m. During the very shortest days the sun drops 
entirely out of sight, and is invisible for three \\'eeks. 
Dunng the long summer clays we have continual day
light. You can see to read or write at night as well as at 
any time during the day. The sun rises and sets in the 
west in July, and during the shortest clays it rises and sets 
in the east. The moon acts in the same manner. The 
northern lights, during the winter months, are beautiiui 
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to look at. They move so rapidly and form into such 

beautiful shapes and colors that you could "·ish for noth

ing else more interesting. It ,vould be utterly useless 
for me to attempt to explain these wonderful beauties of 

nature. The seasons of the year are 9 months winter 

and 3 late in the fall. · 
"Just listen to the buzz of the mosquitoes! It is my 

opinion there is only one flock, and that covers the entire 

country, for there are mosquitoes in every place you can 
go or think of. They are as thick as snowflakes in a 
sno,Ybank. They get into activity and stay right with 

you. They do business day and night. A mosquito bar 
is as essential in summer as an overcoat in winter. 

\\"hen they quit, a small gnat shows up. The latter is 
fully as bad and far more numerous. 

"The rinT boats have scarcely four months in the year 
in which to run. There are four boats running, and t\\'O 

more are building. Each of the boats can bring 350 
tons of freight, but the amount of provisions that i~ 
needed for the different ports the full length of the river 
is immense, and there is always a shortage in some things. 

"On the Bering sea, from our steamer, about I 5 miles 
distant, \\·e sa\\ a mountain r,500 feet high, of solid rock, 
and on top of that a statue of rock, a perfect representa
tion of a bishop in his robes, crosier in hand, as perfect 

and real as anything you enr saw. The immense rock 
stands all alone, not another thing to be. seen but water. 
On this rinT also there are two immense rocks standing 
all alone, one on each side of the river. Thev are called 
ALiam and Eve. You would travel the wori<l over and 
not be able to meet with prettier scenery than can be seen 
along this river. \\.hile at Circle City we saw a rainbow 
at a quarter to midnight. 

"Fresh vegetables are hardly known here. The sea-
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son is too short to give them time to develop. \Yild 
onions and rhubarb can be found everywhere. They are 
terribly strong, but we relish them as you would straw
berries and ice cream. The blueberry, cranberry, sal
monberry, wild raspberry and red currants grow in abun
dance on the islands and on the sides of the mountains. 

"Just now. the old mail arrived. It was lost upon the 
summit nearly a year ago. I got a letter from :\Iaggie 
in it. It is nothing to get mail several months old here. 
We have no more idea of what is going on in the world 
than a Yukon Indian. The river boats failed to make 
connection \Yith the ocean steamers all summer. Finally, 
the Canadian surveyors here had set the time to go out 
from here and would take mail. They were going over
land, leaving here on the morning of Sept. 20, but on 
that YCry morning it began to rain, snow and blow, and 
continued so until the 26th, when the slush ice began to 
run in the Yukon and winter set right in. Ko one has 
gone out since, but the surveyors will start tomorrow. 
The steamboats were all frozen in along the river, loaded 
for this port. Provisions are very scarce. Many of the 
miners have to go clmrn the river for the \Yinter, while 
many others will winter on a hundred pounds of flour 
and caribou. We have plenty of everything, in fact, all 
the families have. The only sad part of it for us is that 
all of our goods are on the steamer Bella, two hundred 
miles from here, and we will not see them until next sum
mer. This was a backward summer for the steamers. 
The wind blew so hard around St. ~Iichael they could 
scarcely unload the ocean vessels, as they have to unload 
about one mile from the shore on account of low water. 

"Sixty head of cattle were driven in from Juneau and 
got here last week. The first beef ever in the country. 
We got two porterhouse steaks for Sunday dinner. They 

17 
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cost $10-----$1 per pound-bone, trimmings, fat, horns, and 
tail, all the same price. We got, by chance, 250 pounds 
of native potatoes-we are the only ones with that many. 
The ship's potatoes are on the steamers with the rest of 
the eatables. \ \' e had to kill our chickens, as the chicken 
feed did not get here. I have them frozen, and will have 
chicken for Christmas and ~ ew Year's. 

''There \\·as a new mining district discovered, 50 miles 
up the Yukon from here, t,,·o months ago. It is turning 
out to be a great thing. There are over six hundred 
claims already staked, and a new town started called 
Klondike. Pat went up with the first excitement and 
got three town lots. One of them he has already been 
offered $1,500 for, but will not sell. He also staked two 
claims and bought another this week for $1,500. These 
are all placer mines. I also have a claim. Pat and I 
have men prospecting on our claims. \Ye may never 
get a cent out of them, and we may get thousands. We 
are running that risk. 

"I have been writing this by lamp light, but just now, 
at IO o'clock a. m., the sun is just coming over the moun
tain tops, with t\\'O sun dogs accompanying it. It is 40 
below, with a strong wind blowing. 

"\Ye got your papers and clippings and passed them 
around. You don't know what a treat it is to see print 
in here. Pat would give his head to know something 
about the election. He sincerely hopes Bryan is presi
dent, and tries to console himself by thinking he actually 
must be the man. 

"I am knitting socks and stockings. I only wear two 
pairs at a time, with a pair of Dutch socks and a pair 
of fur boots." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OGILVIE'S REPORT ON THE YUKON 
DISTRICT. 
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YUKON DISTRICT m which the 
Klondike placer mines are located 
\\'as tranrsecl by traders of the Hud
son Bay company as far back as 
1840. \\'illiam Ogilvie the land sur
veyor of the Dominion of Canada, 
commissioned by the Department of 
the Interior of the Dominion gov-

ernment to survey that district, returned from there in 
the early summer of 1897. In his report he 
designates the Yukon district as that part of the 
I'\ orthwest territory lying \\'est of the water-shed 
of the Mackenzie river, most of it being drained by the 
Yukon river and its tributaries. It covers a distance of 
about 650 miles along the river from the Coast range of 
mountains. 

In 1847 Fort Yukon was established at the mouth of 
the Porcupine river by A. H. :d urray, a member of the 
Hudson Bay company. Seven years prior Robert Camp
bell explored the upper Liard river and the Pelly river 
down to the confluence of the Le\\'es river. 

In 1848 Campbell established Fort Selkirk at the con
fluence of the Pelly and Lewes rivers; it was plundered 
and destroyed in 1852 by the Coast Indians and only the 
ruins no\\' exist of what \\'as at one time the most import
ant post of the Hudson Bay company to the west of the 
Rocky mountains in the far north. In 1869 the United 
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States government expelled the Hudson Bay company's 
offices at Fort Yukon, as it was found that the post was 
not located in British territory. The officer in charge 
ascended the Porcupine river to a point which was sup
posed to be within British jurisdiction, where he estab
lished Rampart House; bu't in 1890 J. H. Turner of the 
e nited States coast survey found that post was twenty 
miles within the lines of the United States. Consequently 
in 1891 the post was moved t,,·cnty miles further up the 
river to be within British territory. The next people to 
enter the country for trading purposes were Harper and 
McQuestion. They have been trading in the country 
since 1873; :-Ir. Harper is now located as a trader at 
Fort Selkirk, and :-Ir. :-IcQuestion is in the employ of 
the Alaska Commercial company at Circle City, wrich is 
the distributing point for the vast regions surrounding 
Birch creek. Alaska. In 1882 a number of miners en
tered the Yukon country. The next year Lieutenant 
Schwatka of the Cnited States navy ascended the Lewes 
and Yukon rivers to the ocean. 

In 1887 Thomas \\'hitc, the minister of the Interior of 
Canada, authorized the organization of an expedition hav
ing as its object the exploration of that region of the 
1\ orthwest territories of Canada that are drained by the 
Yukon rinr. The work was intrusted to Dr. George :-I. 
Dawson, now the director of the geological survey of the 
Dominion government, and \\'illiam Ogilvie, the well
known explorer and sun·eyor. Dr. Dawson devoted the 
whole of that season, and :-Ir. Ogilvie a period covering 
nearly t,,·o years to obtaining geological, topographical 
and general information, chiefly respecting the tract of 
country lying adjacent to the r..p st meridian of longitude, 
which, by the treaty of St. Petersburg, was designated as 
the boundary line from the neighborhood of :-It. St. Elias 
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to the Arctic ocean, between Alaska and the Northwest 
territories of Canada. 

The explorers found that in proximity to the boundary 
line there existed extensive and valuable placer gold 
mines, where even then as many as three hundred miners 
were at work. l\Ir. Ogilvie determined by a series of 
lunar observations, the point at which the Yukon river 
is intersected by the 141st meridian, and marked the same 
on the ground. He also determined and marked the 
point at which the \Yestern branch of the Yukon, known 
as Forty :-Iile creek, is crossed by the same meridian line, 
and located that point at a distance of about twenty-three 
miles from the mouth of the creek. .At the junction of 
the Yukon and Forty :-Iile creek Fort Cudahy is located, 
and according to this survey is \Yell within Canadian ter
ritory. ?--Ir. Ogilvie reported to the Canadian government 
that the greater proportion of the mines then being 
worked ,,·as on the Canadian side of the international 
boundary line. Extracts from :-Ir. Ogilvie's report follow: 

"The Alaska Commercial company, for many years 
subsequent to the retirement of the Hudson Bay com
pany, had a practical monopoly of the trade of the Yukon. 
With the discovery of gold came the organization of a 
competing company known as the North American 
Transportation and Trading company, haYing its head
quarters in Chicago and its chief trading and distributing 
post at Fort Cudahy. Both of these companies have 
steamers plying between San Francisco, Seattle and St. 
Michael. 

"At the last named place the passengers and freight 
are transferred to stern-wheel river boats, and Fort Cud
ahy is reached after ascending the swift current of the 
Yukon for sixteen hundred miles. This is the easiest, 
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but the longest route, and the diggings are not reached 
until a considerable portion of the short summer season 
is passed. :.\Ir. Ogilvie, in his report, says as a rule it is 
not safe to enter ;(orton sound (in which the island of 
St. Michael is located) on account of ice before the first 

of July. 
"St. :.\Iichael is eighty miles from the northly mouth 

of the Yukon; the passage up the river takes from eigh
teen to twenty days, and the round trip about a month. 
The first boat does not arrive at Fort Cudahy and Daw
son City until late in July, and the river closes in Sep
tember, so that the arrival of the last boat is somewhat 
uncertain; last year they are said to have been frozen in 
at Circle City. Two round trips in a season are all that 
can be relied upon. 

":.\Iany persons prefer going by Lynn canal, the Taiya 
(Dyea) pass, and dmrn the Yukon. The distance from 
the sea to Cudahy is only 630 miles, and to Dawson City 
a little over 575 miles __ , and by starting in April or :.\Iay 
the diggings are reached by the beginning of June. The 
upper part of the river opens several weeks before the 
lower part is free from ice. After crossing the pass the 
trip to Cudahy can be accomplished in eight days. An
other route is now being explored between Telegraph 
creek and Teslin lake, and \Yill soon be opened. 

"Telegraph creek is the head of steamer navigation on 
the Stikine river, and is about 150 miles from Teslin lake. 
The Yukon is navigable for steamers from its mouth to 
Teslin lake, a distance of 2,300 miles. A road is being 
located by the Dominion government, and a grant of 
$2,000 has been made by the province of British Colum
bia for opening it. 

"J. Dalton, a trader, has used a route overland from 
Chilkat inlet to Fort Selkirk; going up the Chilkat and 
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Klaheela rivers. He crosses the divide to the Tahkeena 

river, and continues northward over a fairly open country 
practicable for horses. The distance from the sea to Fort 
Selkirk is 350 miles. It is proposed to establish a winter 
road somewhere across the country traveled by Dalton. 
The Yukon cannot be followed, the ice being too much 
broken, so that any winter road will have to be overland. 
A thorough exploration is now being made of all the 
passes at the head of Lynn canal and of the upper \\'aters 
of the Yukon. In a few months it is expected that the 
best routes for reaching the district from the Lynn canal 
will be definitely kno\\'n." 

Under date of Fort Cudahy, September, r8g6, l\Ir. 

Ogilvie writes of the discovery of gold on Bonanza creek, 
a branch of the Klondike. He gives as the correct name 
of the now famous stream "Thron-Diuck," and says it is 
marked on the map as "Deer river," and joins the Yukon 
a few miles above the site of Fort Reliance. In this letter 
l\Ir. Ogilvi_e says: "Between Thron-Diuck and Stewart 
river a large creek, called Indian creek, flows into the 
Yukon, and rich prospects have been found on it, and 
no doubt it is in the gold-bearing country between Thron
Diuck and Stewart rivers, which is considered by all old 
miners the best and most extensive gold country yet 

found." 
Referring to the Klondike region, :1Ir. Ogilvie writes: 

"I think I can expend more in the interest of the coun
try by remaining here and making a survey of the 'Klon
dak' of the miners-a mispronunciation of the Indian 
word or words 'Thron-dak,' or 'Diuck,' which means 
'plenty of fish,' from the fact that it is a famous salmon 
stream. It is marked 'Tondak' on our map. It joins the 
Yukon from the east a few miles above Fort Reliance, 

about forty miles from here (Fort Cudahy). As I have 
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already intimated, rich placer mines of gold \\ere dis
covered on the branches of this stream. The discovery, 
I believe, was due to the reports of Indians. 

"A \Yhite man named George\\'. Carmack, who worked 
with me in 1887, was the first to take advantage of the 
rumors and locate a mine on the first branch, which was 
named bv the miners Bonanza creek. Carmack located 
late in August (1896), but had to cut some logs for the 
mill here to get a fe,,· pounds of provisions to enable him 
to work on his claim. The fishing at Thron-Diuck hav
ing totaily failed him, he returned \Yith, in a fe:,y weeks, 
provisions for himself, his wife and brother-in-law (In
dians), and another Indian in the last days of August, and 
immediately set about ,rnrking his claim. 

"The three men, working wry irregularly, washed out 
$1,200 in eight days. On the same creek t,rn men rocked 
out about $7 5 in four hours, and it is asserted that two 
men in the same creek took out $4,000 in t\YO days with 
only two lengths of sluice boxes. This last is doubted, 
but :.Ir. Leduc assures me he weighed that much gold 
for them, but it is not positive where they got it. 

"A branch of Bonanza, named EI Dorado, -has pros
pected magnificently, and another branch named Tilly 
has prospected well. In all there are some four or five 
branches of Bonanza which have given good prospect. 
A fe\Y miles farther up Bear creek rnters Thron-Diuck, 
and it has been prospected and located on. Compared 
with Bonanza it is small, and will not afford more than 
t,Yenty or thirty claims, it is said. About twelw miles 
above the mouth, Golcl-Bottom creek joins Thron-Diuck, 
and on it and a branch named Hunker creek, after the 
discoverer, nry rich ground has been found. On Gold
Bottom creek and branches there will probably be 200 

or 300 claims. The Indi,ans have reported another creek 
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much further up, which they call 'Too-:\Iuch-Gold-Creek,' 
on which the gold is so plentiful that, the miners say in 
joke, 'You have to mix gravel with it to sluice it.' 

"From all this we may, I think, infer that we have here 
a district which will give 1,000 claims of five hundred feet 
in length each, and this is not all, for a large creek named 
Indian creek joins the Yukon about midway between 
Thron-Diuck and Stewart rivers, and all along this creek 
good pay has been found. Indian creek is quite a large 
stream, and it is probable it will yield 500 or 6oo claims. 
Farther south yet lies the head of several branches of 
Stewart river, on which some prospecting has been done 
this summer and good indications found. 

"Kow gold has been found in several streams joining 
Pelly river, and also all along the Hootalinqua. In the line 
of these finds farther south is the Cassiar gold fields in 
British Columbia; so the presumption is that we have in 
our territory, along the easterly water-shed of the Yukon, 
a gold-bearing belt of indefinite width and upwards of 
300 miles long, exclusive of the British Columbia part of 
it. On the westerly side of the Yukon prospecting has 
been done on a creek a short distance above Selkirk, with 
a fair amount of success, and on a large creek some 30 

or 40 miles below Selkirk fair prospects have been found." 
l\lr. Ogilvie bears testimony to the richness of the 

Klondike placer mines, under date of Dec. 9, 1896, as 
follows: ''Since my last the prospects of Bonanza creek 
and tributaries are increasing in richness and extent until 
now it is certain that millions will be taken out of the 
district within the next few years. One man told me yes
terday that he washed out a single pan of dirt on one of 
the claims on Bonanza and found $14.25 in it. Of course 
that may be an exceptionally rich pan, but $5 to $7 per 
pan is the average on that claim, it is reported, with five 
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feet of pay dirt and the width yet undetermined, but 
it was known to be thirty feet even at that; figure the 
result at nine to ten pans to the cubic foot, and five 
hundred feet long;-nearly $4,000,000 at $5 per pan
one-fourth of this would be enormous. 

"Another claim has been prospected to such an extent 
that it is known there is about five feet pay dirt averaging 
$2 per pan and width not less than thirty feet. Enough 
prospecting has been done to show that there arc at 
least fifteen miles of this extraordinary richness; and the 
indications are that we will have three or four times that 
extent, if not all equal to the above, at least very rich. 

''l\Iiller and Glacier creeks on the head of Sixty l\Iile 
river, were thought to be very rich, but they are poor, 
both in quality and quantity, compared with the Thron
Diuck. Chicken creek, at the head of Forty }lile in 
Alaska, discovered a year ago, and rated very high, is 
to-day practically abandoned. Some quartz prospecting 
has been done in Thron-Diuck region, and it is probable 
that some good veins will be found there. Coal is found 
on the upper part of Thron-Diuck, so that the facilities 
for working it, if found, are good and convenient. A 
quartz lode, showing free gold in paying quantities, has 
been located on one of the creeks, but I cannot yet send 
particulars. I am confident from the nature of the gold 
found in the creeks that many more of them-and rich, 
too-will be found. 

* * * * * * * 
"I have just heard from a reliable source that the quartz 

mentioned above is rich, as tested, over $roo to the ton. 
The lode appears to run from three to eight feet in thick
ness, and is about nineteen miles from the Yukon river. 
Placer prospects continue more and more encouraging 
and extraordinary. It is beyond doubt that three pans 
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on different claims on El Dorado turned out $204, $212 
and $216; but it must be borne in mind that there \\"ere 
only three such pans, though there are many running 
from $rn to $50 a pan. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

GOLD HISTORY OF ALASKA. 

OSEPH JU:-(EAU has gone down in the 
history of Alaska as the first man to 
demonstrate the existence of gold in any 
considerable quantity in the vicinity of 
the town \\' hich bears his name. It was 
in 1880 that gold was discovered in the 
vicinity of Juneau, but the first discovery 
of gold in Southeast Alaska was made 
near Sitka in 1873. The subsequent ex-

citement brought miners from the Cassiar regions in 
British Columbia, and in the X ortlmest territory to the 
southeastern coast of Alaska, and prospecting was act
ively prosecuted. The gold find of 188o transformed 
the little Indian settlement at the head of Gastineau 
channel, where before a white man had rarely been seen, 
into a typical American mining camp. Prospectors went 
back into the interior singly and in parties of three or 
more and located many claims. 

Richard Harris, a partner of Juneau, at first \\'as cred
ited with the honor of discovering gold in that district, 
so the first mining town was named Harrisburg; it after
ward was named Rockwell in honor of one of the officers 
of the United States steamer Jamestown, but finally the 
town was given the name which it now bears-Juneau. 
Back of Juneau extends the deep ravines and gorges 
through which Gold creek pours its waters, and many 
men found diggings in them ,Yhich paid them \\'ell. 

When the gold excitement at Juneau was at its height 
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it was reported that gold had been found on top of a 
mountain ,,·hich is t,Yo miles across the bay. A miner 
,,·ho went by the name of "French_ Pete" staked off a 
claim on top of this mountain. John Treadwell, after 
investigating this location, purchased French Pete's 
claim for $400. He first built a 5-stamp mill, and the 
development \Yas so promising that he was able to in
terest capitar sufficient to build a 120-stamp mill. Seven 
years after the first discovery this was enlarged to 240-
~tamp, making the Treadwell property the largest mill in 
the world. Since then this immense mill has been pound
ing out gold almost night and day without cessation. 
The ore is knmrn as very low grade, yielding only about 
$1 .85 in bullion to the ton of ore, but since the 240-
stamps were put in, the Treadwell mine has been turning 
out from $70,000 to $80,000 a month. 

Free gold has been found on Prince of Wales island 
and north on Annette island, and many claims have been 
located, the assays of which indicate large and rich de
posits of the precious metal. At Sum Dum the Bald 
Eagle mining claim is located, and a IO-stamp mill is at 
work there. The ore is valued at upward of $roo a ton. 
Ten miles from Juneau on Sheep creek is the Silver 
Qneen mine, with a ro-stamp mill. \Yithin a radius of 
four miles of Juneau there are nine mills in operation, 
including the great Treadwell mine. 

The four miles of country drained by Gold creek seems 
to be covered by rich ledges of gold quartz; a number 
of stamp mills are working in this district about eight 
months out of the year. In what is known as the "basin" 
a large sum of money has been spent in getting ready 
to develop the placer mines by the process of hydraulic 
mining. Over the bay which adjoins the Treadwell 
mine is the .:\Iexico mine, which has a 120-stamp mill. 
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Sixty miles from Juneau toward Lynn canal is the Ber
ner's Bay mining property, and on the Admiralty island 
in Funta bay is a group of rich ledges. 

Rich indications of silver have been found at Glacier 
bay, and on Willoughby island are rich galena deposits. 
For several years prospecting has been carried on at 
L nga, and a large mill has been erected by the Alaska 
Commercial company at that point. 

The gold deposits in southeastern Alaska require ex
pensive machinery to work them, for the ore is low grade. 
In this sense this is not a "poor man's country." The 
report of the governor of Alaska for the year ending Oc
tober 1, 1896, shows that $2,300,000 in gold bullion \\'as 
taken from the gold mines within the territory of Alaska 
during the year ending October 1, 1896. The greater 
part of this amount was the product of lo\\' grade ores, 
much of which yielded less than $4.00 per ton. The 
average cost of mining and milling the quartz rock at 
the Alaska-Treadwell gold mining company's mines on 
Douglas island in 1896 was $1.25 a ton. 

In 1881 gold \\·as first discovered in paying quantities 
in the Yukon basin. A party of four miners after crossing 
the range descended the Le\\'es river as far as the Big 
Salmon, which they explored, prospecting all the way, 
for a distance of 200 miles. They found gold on all the 
bars of the Big Salmon. The next three or four years 
the Pelly and Hootalinqua rivers were prospected, and 
in 1886 the gold finds at Cassiar bar on the Stewart river 
were made. 

Geographers divide the Yukon section into three prin
cipal divisions. The upper division lies entirely within 
British territory and embraces the White, Stewart, 
Pelly, Lewes and Hootalinqua rivers, which, with their 
several branches and tributaries, form the head waters 
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of the Yukon; the middle division includes the Yukon 
between Fort Reliance and the mouth of the Tanana 
river; the lower division the Yukon from the Tanana to 
Norton sound and Bering sea. 

Before the Klondike discovery the most important 
placer mines \\'ere located in the middle division of the 
Yukon district; on Forty ~\Jilc, Sixty :'.\Iile, i\Iiller, Gla
cier and Birch creek and Koyukuk river. The Forty 
::\file and Sixty ::\Jile creeks have their source in the 
Ratzel mountain, flowing into the Yukon from the \Yest. 
The streams which flmy into the Tanana, which start 
from the other side of the Ratzel mountains, have not 
been thoroughly explored, but gold in paying quantities 
has been found along the banks of the Tanana, and some 
of the bars have been worked \Yith profit. One of the 
richest of the gold-bearing creeks so far discovered in 
this middle division is ::\filler creek, a tributary of Sixty 
:'.\lile creek. Glacier creek, another branch of Sixty ::\Jile 
creek, is also rich in gold. This middle division is the 
"poor man's" mining territory, for the mines are placer 
mmes. 

- Rich gold discoveries have been reported from Indian 
creek, which flows into the Yukon 30 miles below·Sixty 
:'.\lile creek. Forty j\Iile creek was not discovered until 
1887. It enters the Yukon from the west, drains the 
country lying between the Yukon and Tanana river, is 
about 200 miles long, and its tributaries are numerous. 
The mouth of this creek is in Canadian territory. 

On Forty ::\file nearly all the available rich ground 
has been worked out, but on the banks of the stream 
are many high bars, which are known to be rich, but 
which have not been worked because of the difficulty in 
getting water through them. The find of gold on Forty 
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Mile caused a great sensation, and the next gold craze 
\\'as caused b\· strikes on Birch creek. 

One of the main tributaries to Birch creek is Crooked 
creek, and from Circle City, \rhich is eight miles across 
the portage from Birch creek to the Yukon, a trail leads 
over the hills to the mines on Independence and :\l asto
don creeks. Gold \\'as discovered on the :\lolymttte, a 
branch of Birch creek, in 1893. In this same year rich 
gold discoveries were made on the Koyukuk river, and 
a number of creeks, such as \'orth Fork, Wild creek, 
South Fork and Fish creek, have been prospected with 
good success, although no extensive deposits have been 
found. Below the Koyukuk river the only streams of 
any size that empty into the Yukon are the Innoko and 
the A1wik, but little prospecting has been clone, however, 
below Koyukuk river. Almost all of these placer mines 
have been practically abandone<l sin,e the remarkably 
rich finds of gold in the Klon<like district in :\ugu,;t, 

1896. 
An old prospector who has been in the Alaska Yukon 

district for a number of years said that there is enough 
ttncleveloped gold-bearing country in that district to take 
care of 100,000 miners, not one of whom would be within 
neighborhood distance of another, and it was all "tender
foot" land. 

History repeats itseli in the Klondike discovery aml 
the excitement caused by it. It is about forty years since 
any excitement equal to that caused by the Klondike 
find has swept over the country. The older residents 
of the Pacific coast passed through a number of mining· 
excitements since the clays of '-+(J, \Vhen the rush to Cali
fornia followed the discovery of gold in that then almost 
unkr1own and sparsely inhabited country. For ten year~ 
after the discovery of gold in California a succession of 

18 
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mining crazes passed over the country, until the country 
from the l\1 exico line to Alaska had been explored and 
found to contain nch mines. 

The first rush was to the nlleys of the Klamath, the 
Columbia and the Frazer, and finally, the Cariboo, Peace 
riyer · and Stikeen \\"ere invaded and proved more or 
less rich. Thousands flocked to these streams, a few 
made fortunes and the many, after enduring hardships 
and sufferings, returned poor, naked and hungry. The 
swarms that invaded California in 1849 flowed over into 
Oregon. Rich diggings \\·ere discovered around Jack
sonville, and the miners pushed their \\·ay up the Colum
bia into Idaho and :\Iontana, the only route to those 
regions being the valley of the Columbia. Rich mines 
\Yere found at Salmon river, Oro Fino and many other 
places, and in the Bitter Root mountains and farther on 
in :\Iontana. 

These were the clays wl,en the Oregon Steam X aviga
tion company \Yas formed, and Ladd, Reed, Ainsworth, 
Thompson, Kamm and others laid the foundations of 
their fortunes. Then in 1856 and the years following 
came the Frazer river excitement, which brought riches 
to some and disaster to many. People went wild all 
over the coast, and flocked in crmnls to Victoria, then 
principally a fort of the Hudson's Bay company. 

:\ I ost of them had but little idea where the Frazer 
river was or ho\\· they were to get there. There were 
no steamers running on the Frazer, nor any for some 
time from Victoria to the Frazer. :\.11 the boats, canoes 
and dugouts available could only take a fe,y of the people 
who wanted to go, and they collected in camp at \ 'ictoria 
till there were. it is said, 20,000 people there to celebrate 
the Fourth of July in 1858, or thereabouts. 

Deposits of gold were fonud along the Frazer from fifty 
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miles above the mouth to the Rocky mountains, some 
600 miles, and at places diggings as rich as those re
ported at Klondike were found-as at Cariboo, Antler 
creek and many other places. Later there were rushes 
to Ominica, Peace river and many other districts. Prob
ably about the last great rush, and one of the most disas
trous of all, was to the Stikeen river. sometime about 
1875. Hundreds begged their 1rny home from Stikeen, 
barefooted, hungry am! ragged. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 

~ UE. IICDSOX'S BAY CO:\IPAXY. organ-
. 'Th ized for the purpose of turning into old-

-.. world gold the pcltry treasures of the 
new world, dates its history from the 
year 1668. ·ender the direction of 
Prince Rupert. Count Palatine of the 
Rhine, an experimental trip had been 
made into the wilds of British Amer-

ica, and in the year named the prince, with seventeen 
other noblemen and gentlemen, formed an association to 
develop the new land. T,rn years later King Charles 
II. granted the association corporate powers under a 
charter which styled the prince and his fellows the "Gm·
ernor and Company of Adventurers of England Trading 
Into Hudson's Bay." By the terms of this instrument 
one of the greatest monopolies of history was createcl
one. indeed, of the latent possibilities of which its pro
moters scarcely dreamed. 

This charter of 1670. in the nominal consideration L)f 

the annual payment of two black beayers and two elks. 
granted the company of gentlemen a(h-enturers "the 
~ok tra(\e and commerce of all those seas. straib. ha\,;, 
rin·r:-;. lakes, creek:-; and sounds. in whabLWHT latitude 
they shall be, that lie within the entrance of the strait,; 
commonly called Hudson straits, together with all the 
lands and territories upon the countries, coasts and con
fines of the seas, bays. etc., aforesaid, that are not already 
actually posse:-;:-;cd by or grantet\ to any of our subjects, 



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 295 

or possessed by the subjects of any other Christian prince 
or state.'' 

The yagueness of this patent was relieved sornew hat 
later on, \\·hen the company. with much unwillingness, 
agreed to accept the grant as c01wcying control only 
of all lands ,rntered by streams flowing into Hudson 
Bay .. \long \Yith the right to trade throughout the vast 
territory that \\'as the subject of royal patent ,,·ent absl1-
lutc lorcbhip and entire legislatiYc, judicial and execu
tin' power. \: or was this "right to trade" !es;; absolutl' 
than the ciYil authority that ,,·ent ,,·ith it, as i:-- ,,·itnes;;ed 
by the letter of the charter. l:y it:-- terms the company 
receiYed the right to "the \\'hole and entire trade and 
traffic to and from all havens, bays,• creeks, riwrs, lakes, 
and seas. into \\'hich they shall find entrance or passage 
by ,,·ater or land out of the territorie:-- limits or places 
aforesaid." 

The company',.; first post was established at the month 
of the riwr flo\\'ing into James bay at its extreme south. 
It \\'as known as .:\Joose Factory. :( ot long afterward 
settlements were established at Forts Albany. Churchill 
and York. commanding the whole \\'estern shore of the 
great bay. Year by year the strength and prosperity 
of the company gre,Y greater, although, after obtaining a 
firm footing on the shore of Hudson Day the corpora
tion, contrary to \\' hat might have been cxpectecl. did not 
seek immediately to penetrate into the immense terri
tory to the \Yest and south. So slo,,·. indeed, were the 
managers to push the development of its territory that in 
I 7-1i) an unsuccessful attempt was made in the British 
parliament to annul the company's charter on the ground 
of "non-use;" for there were only about 120 regular em
ployes and some four or five forts on the coast. 

From its first organization the Hudson's Bay company 
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met opposition at the hands of the French. In 1627 a 
French company had been organized under a charter 
conferred by Louis XIII. The terms of the French char
ter were almost identical \\·ith those under \\'hich the 
~nglish company operated, and in the inevitabie rivalry 
bet,Yeen the two corporations there was destined to be no 
lack oi bloodshed. The losses suffered by the English 
company \Yere not alone commercial, clue to competition; 
the French sent numerous military expeditions against its 
forts, and losses suffered on this account amounted up 
to the year 1700 to 1215,5 q. 

The s11ccc,;sor~ of the French in making trade uncom
fortable for the British company were large numbers of 
fur traders who spr/ad over Canada after the cession of 
that territory to Great Britain, and \Yho finally encroached 
on the lands of the Hudson Bay corporation. The his
tory of the company from this time on was one of romance 
and tragedy. The riyals for trade employed every artifice 
for out,Yitting one another, and the liquor which they in
troduced among the Indians for the furthering of their 
ends wrought the demoralization of the savages. Back
ers of the company in England became alarmed at its fail
ure to realize their expectations. The independent trad
ers were outwitting the company's factors at their own 
game. The managers in England were anxious to have 
the American agents push inland, but the latter were 
afraid to venture into a region of unknown perils: so it 
happened that it was more than IOO years before the 
company's agents penetrated the Reel river region, which 
later on became the center of their actiYit\". The inde
pendent traders, on the other hancl, sent their agents year 
by year from :\Iontreal up the Ottawa and on by boat 
and by portage through Lake :\'ipissing. Lake Huron, 
Lake Superior, Rain lake and Lake of the \\'oods, and 
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down \Yinnipeg river and lake to the base of the Rocky 
mountains. 

These traders ingratiated themselws with the natin'S 
and as a result secured the best of the furs \Yhich the 
Indians had to offer, \Yhile the Hudson's Day comp~ny 
was dealing mainly in otter ai1cl beaver skins, and those 
of an inferior quality. In 1783 the independent fur trad
ers combined under the style of the Xorth-\\·est company 
of :\Iontreal. In its sen·ice about 5,000 men \\'ere em
ployed, and although the fierce competition that imme
diately broke out impaired the revenues of the British 
company for a time, yet from the springing ttp of opposi
tion elate the intelligent management and the larger suc
cess of the company. l:"ncler stress of ne,,· difficulties the 
affairs at the posts on Hudson Bay were managed 
with greater prudence and its traders in the interior oper
ated \\'ith more discretion. The traders of the X orth
\ \· est company had scaled the Rocky mountains and \Yere 
bartering \Yith the Indians along Peace riYer. Traders 
of the British company follo\\'ecl. The X orth-\Yest com
pany built forts. The Hudson's Day company built forts 
to match them or excel them. Fraud met fraud, artifice 
artifice, and \\'hen one struck a blm,· the other never \\'as 
knmYn to turn the other cheek. 

About the time the rivalry ,,·as at its most intense pitch, 
Lord Selkirk, a Scotch peer, obtained, in 1811, a grant 
from the Hudson's Bay company in \Yhat then \\'as known 
as the district of Ossiniboia. \ Yith a Yie,,· to providing 
homes for the surplus population of the Scottish high
lands, his agent, :\Iiles :\Iacclonell, in 1813, planted a set
tlement on the banks of the Reel river. Fort Daer at 
Pembina ,,·as the first fortification. In one year's time 
the colonists numbered 200. But the X orth-\\'est com
pany ,,·anted those fertile plains along the Reel river for 
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itself. It desired them preserved as hunting grounds, and 
consequently its agents began a systematic campaign of 
intimidation, which sometimes did not stop short of actual 
violence, with the hope of driving out the unwelcome 
settlers. .-\s the Scotch colonization scheme prospered, 
it,; promoters building forts and extending their com
mercial operations, the opposition and, indeed, the des
peration of the I\' orth-\\' est company grew more intense. 
The French-Indian half-breeds were inflamed to commit 
depredations on the property of the Highlanders and 
their homes and mills and store-houses were burned. 
The Earl of Selkirk hastened to the rescue, reorganized 
the communitv and addressed himself to the task of 
strengthening tLe colonists' means of defense and offense. 
fo this he \YaS SUCCessful and the colony remained in the 
control of his family until 1835, ,,·hen hi,; claims over a 
territory colonized by not less than 5.000 souls were 
transferred to the Hudson's Bay company. 

To return, however. to the time of the fifth earl of Sel
kirk, tLe competition that ,, as aimed at him reached its 
climax in 1816 in a battle in front of Fort Garry, the 
1-foclson's Bay company's chief post in the Reel river 
region. In this conflict t,,·cnty men, including several 
officers and Gm·crnor Semple himself, lost their li,·es. 
This was not the end of the fighting, but the fighting 
prov~d the death of trade, and not until the business of 
both the rival companies was entirely destroyed, so far 
as profit was concerned, did the officers of each awake 
to the folly of such a course. Then. in the year 1821. 
under act of parliament a coalition \Yas effected. The 
>Zorth-\\'est company ceased to exist and thenceforth the 
Hudson\ Bay company possessed the Yast field without 
ri,·al. .\' ot long after the coalition George :,;irnpson. a 
young Scotchman of great ability, was given control in 
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?\orth America with the title of g·(),-crnor-in-chief of 
Rupert\; land. For forty years he managed the affairs of 
the consolidated companie:-. \\·inning wealth ancl honor. 
l.'nder his government the company prn~pered, until, in 
1860, it was operating 155 establishmenb with t\\'enty
five chief factors in charge and employing t,venty-eight 
chief traders. 152 clerks and 1,200 other employes, be
sides many thousand Indians. 

In 1869, at the demand of the Dominion of Canada, 
the company surrenJerecl its monopoly of the nort lrn-e~t 
in consideration of the payment of £300,000 sterling. and 
the transfer to it of one-twentieth of the land \\'ithin the 
fertile belt. besides 50,000 acres immediately surrounding 
it~ posts. Tims the Hudson's Bay company surrenclered 
its monopoly to begin its latter clay career a~ an immense 
commercial corporation. 

In all the vast territory the fur trade of \\'hich is in 
the hands of the Hudson\ Day company there are only 
a fe\\· real fo.-ts. These are st11T0t111clecl \\·ith stone ,,·alls, 
and are veritable stronghokk :\11 the rest of the pmts 
to which the name of fort has been given are merely trad
ing stations, fortified to an extent. it is trne. but only so 
much as the wildness of the country makes absolutely 
necessary. .-\t these trading stations all exchange is by 
barter. Skins are the standard of value. the beaver skin 
being the unit. In trade ,vith the Indians the officers 
of the company have never made any pretense of giving 
the actual value of the more valuable skins. It is pre
sumed that they have satisfied their consciences with the 
excuse that to pay more for a valuable skin than for a 
cheap one would lead to the speedy extinction of the rarer 
fur-bearing animals. since the Indians would trap the 
valuable to the neglect of the more plentiful. T t is not on 
record, ho,vever, that the company enT has "en'ne<l 
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things up" by paying the simple savage more than the 
value of the cheap skins. 

:\Iethods of trade in the northern and southern portions 
of the Hudson hay region are radically different. The 
Indians of the north are a race of solitary trappers, while 
those of the south go in bands and hunt and make the 
rounds of their traps on horseback. The finer furs come 
from the former; the coarser furs, the buffalo hides and 
the leather from the Indians of the south, whose homes 
are along the Saskatchewan. The Indians of the north
ern district are practically in a state of peonage to the 
Hudson's Bay company. Throughout the spring and 
summer the company makes advances to the Indians of 
such supplies as they need for their sustenance, these to 
be paid for at the end of the hunting season. Being con
stantly in debt the)· are constantly dependent, but what
ever may be said against the system, it is none the lc.-s 
true that the company's rule is as paternal as it is auto
cratic. In the case of the southern T ndians. however, that 
sort of transaction will not serve. Those ,vho live in the 
saddle are not easily kept in subjection; consequently 
trade with these natives has more of the character of com
merce among equals, and so unfeigned is the respect in 
which the company's agents hold these Indians that in the 
course of trade many gifts are employed to keep the red 
men in good humor, ,vhilst stout stockades and firearms 
in reserve are provided against a possible day of bad 
humor. 

T11e supreme authority in the resident government of 
the Hudson's Bay company is the governor's council, 
when it is in session. Apart from the t,vo or three days in 
each year ,Yhen this council is sitting the governor is 
supreme, and that functionary, \\'hose official title is gm·
ernor of Rupert's land, holds his authority frr)m the offi-



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 303 

cers resident in London. These are a governor, a deputy 
governor and a committee of five directors. all subject to 
annual election by the voice of the stockholders at a gen
eral meeting in '.\ovember. 

The commercial organization of the company is some
what complicated. Resident in the localities where the 
transactions with the Indians are carried on are member~ 
of what is known as the "Fur Trade." The members of 
the Fur Trade are divided into two classes, chief factors 
and chief traders, \Yho individually are entitled to attend 
the annual meetings of the gm·ernor's council. The ser
vice of the members of the Fur Tradr is rendered to the 
company on a thoroughly profit-sharing basis. Their 
aggregate interest in the company is comprised in a cer
tain definite number of shares, of ,,·hich a chief factor is 
given two shares and a chief trader one. Thm fluctua
tions in profits produce fluctuations in income. \ · acancies 
in the Fur Trade are filled by election, the chief factors 
by a niajority vote electing new members to their body 
from among the chief traders, ,rhile the chief traders are 
drawn from the ranks of the salaried clerks. The salaried 
clerks in their turn are recruited from importations from 
Great Britain and the older portions of the Dominion, as 
\Yell as from among the laborers employed about the trad
ing posts, though these latter rarely rise higher. 

It is difficult for one acquainted only ,rith thickly popu
lated regions to realize over \\·hat a yast territory the 
operations of the Hudson's Bay company reach. From 
the Red river region to Great Slave lake the company has 
its voyageurs plying their canoes onr 1,000 miles of lakes 
and rivers. The }Iackenzie riYer carries them 500 miles 
farther to the Arctic ocean. Between :\loose Fort and 
the trading posts of British Columbia is 2,000 miles of 
forest and stream, ,,·ith subject Indians and shrewd trad-
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ers all along the line, only fe\wr in number than the ani
mals in whose pelts they trade. Bet,,·een the company's 
posts at Fort Simpson and Sault ~te. ::\Iarie intervenes a 
space of 2,500 miles, and all this territory is managed 
from one central office and tributary to one corporation 
of stockholders. 

The company·s original chartered territory. together 
with the immense region into which its influence L':qends. 
is diYided into four departments. The:,c departments or 
sections are known as the :\lontreal, the Xorthern, \Ycst
ern and :::;outhern. The X orthern department lies be
tween Hudson bay and the Rocky mountains. The :\1011-

treal department embraces all of Canada. The \\'estern de
partment includes all to the "est of the Rocky mountains, 
while the :::;outhern comprises the territory between James 
hay and Canada and also includes East :\Iain 011 the east
ern shore of Hudson bay. In thc,;c four departments 
there are fifty-three subdiYisions. kno\\·n as districts. and 
each district has a fortified supply house and a superin~ 
tendent. To this depot the ncccs,ary supplies for the dis
trict are issued and it constitutes also the collecting sta
tion from which the furs and other produce of the dis
trict are shipped to the home \\"arehouses in England. ln 
these districts there are innumerable smaller establish
ments, all tributary to the main district supply house. In 
each fort or post there are from t,Yo to fifty sen·ants of 
various surts. besides an officer in general charge. The 
rinTs and minor streams na,·igable only for canoes, which 
ramify throughout the ~ ortlrn·est territory teem with 
company employcs. kno,Yn as Yoyagcurs. who constitute 
the last and indispensable link in the chain that connects 
the Indian trappers with the civilized customer for his 
\\ ares. 
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CI L-\PTER XX II. 

ELI GAGE'S YUKON JOURNEY. 

XE OF THE fir~t persons to bring relia
ble, authentic news of the rich gold 
finds on the Klondike was Eli A. Gage, 
son of Lyman J. Gage, secretary of the 
treasury. Eli Cag·l is an officer of the 
X orth American Transportation and 
Trading company, which operates on 
the Yukon river. In Augu~t. 1896, he 

left Seattle. bound for Circle City. At that time the "out
side" \\·orld \\·as ignorant of the \\·onclerful deposits of 
gold in the Klondike district. Circle l'ity, Forty :-Iile. 
and the Birch creek district were the centers of attraction 
for Yukon gold-seekers then. :-Ir. Gage returned home 
in the spring of 1 ~<!7, and soon after \\'rote a serie~ of 
three articles for the CHIC.\(;() RECORD. \\'hich con
tain so much that is of interest and value relating to the 
Klondike ancl Yukon districts that they are reprinted. in 
a condensed form. in this hook. Follo\\'ing is :-1 r. Gage's 
story of the 1'.::lonclike: 

"\\'hat it was that made the l'nited States pay oyer to 
Russia some S7,200.ooo for . .\laska some years ago might 
be a hard question to ans\rer nm\·, for at the time of the 
purchase harclly anything but contiguity to the l'nited 
States. it \\'oulcl haye seemed, could haYe made such a 
country valuable to us. Recently. howeyer. the atten
tion of the people has been dra\\'n more and more to 'our 
Arctic province,' and each year has seen an increasing 
number of prospectors make their way into this country, 
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until now the papers are full of glowing accounts of the 
richness of the Yukon country, and there is every indica
tion that this year there \\'ill be almost a stampede of 
miners for what promises to be a nc\\' El Dorado. Last 
August the writer left Seattle for St :dichael island, the 
place of embarkment for the Yukon river boats. The trip 
along the Pacific through the C nemak pass and into 
Bering sea was made upon a boat chartered by one of the 
trading companies, and heaYily loaclecl \Yith food, cloth
ing and tools, all of which was bound for the mines. 

"At :,;t, .\lichael, the first stop we made, our freight \Yas 
transferred to the river boats, and we made the start for 
the Yukon mines. St .\fichael island is about sixty miles 
from the mouth of the Yukon, in -:\' orton sound, and one 
of the most forsaken places in the world. The trip out 
into the sound for the river boats-which are of the stern
wheel, .\I ississippi kind-is attended with much clanger 
from squalls, and it was \Yith much relief that we went 
smoothly over the bar at the mouth of the river. 

"Steaming up the rinr, which has much the consist
ency of the :\Iissouri and is about as crooked, we stopped 
occasionally for wood, which the natives had cut. split 
and piled, ancl for which they were paid in flour. tobacco 
and calico. \ \' e passed any number of Indian villages 
and missions, and finally reached Fort Yukon, the first 
place of importance, This is a post owned by a trading 
company. and is supposed to be exactly on the . .\retie 
circle, From here to Circle City is eighty miles. \\'hen 
we got there it was already cold, and, though only Octo
ber 1. we had hacl seYeral snowstorms and there \\'as 
an inch of snO\\' on the ground. 

"As we drew near we conk! see that the whole town 
\Yas coming to the landing place to welcome us, for a 
steamboat arrival at a town in the Yukon generally 
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wakes up every man, woman, child and clog, and brings 
all to the riwr. At Circle City the boat was unloaded into 
the company's store, and it tried the next day to push 
on 250 miles further to the other post, but the runnin~· 
ice gave \Yarning that the river would soon close, so \Ye 
turned back and ,,·ent into ,, inter quarters in a slough 
at Circle CitY. 

"Circle City has a population roughly estimated at 
1,000, \Yhich includes the miner" at Birch creek. about 
fifty miles from the tmn1. These men come from all parts 
of the country, and they comprise the same cosmopolitan 
crowd that usually makes up a mining town. It being 
winter, the town was pretty well filled with miners, many 
of whom had come in to get their winter's supplies of 
food at the stores. At such a time the stores take on 
great activity, ewry one wishing to get fitted out and to 
get fitted quickly. Between those with money and those 
who were besieging the managers hourly for an outfit on 
credit until the following fall the cash buyers were the 
more patient. 

";1Iuch has been written about the exorbitant prices 
asked for food, but when one is told that the writer has 
seen many outfits put up to last for a year, and that there 
were many more outfits of such kind that cost from $350 
to $500 than there were at a higher figure it will be seen 
readily that Jiying is not much over $1 to $1.50 per clay. 
Prices are high as they appear to tb at home, but when 
one can get $1 an hour at the mines, it doesn't take long 
to insure enough food to live on. 

"\ \"ith the usual exaggerated ideas of a 'tenderfoot,' 
I expected to see men going around with two big guns 
and a knife strapped on their belts, and was prepared to 
dance "·hen invited at the point of a gun. .'\ othing of 
the kirlcl happened, however, and acquaintance with nw 
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eighbors demonstrated that such 'doings' were not tol
rated. A 'bad man' or a 'gun fighter' has no chance 
ere. \\'hen such a one arrives and shmvs his proclivi
ies he is warned to quit, and a second such evidence 
·enerally finds him HT\' shortly-if he is lucky-in an 
pen boat in the river. If he is unlucky-that is, if there 
re no boats-he ,rill be likely to take passage on a log 
ouncl down stream, with emphatic instructions to 'move 
n and keep away from here.' 
"As winter settles clmvn and the snow becomes deep 

nough for good sledding, many miners start out for the 
liggings,' where the more thrifty put in the winter 'clrift-
1g' and 'burning,' when the conditions of the ground 
,ermit. :-lany, however, remain in town. preferring 
he congenial air and the companionship of the saloon 
nd dance house to the isolation of the mines. 

'"The saloons and the two stores are the only places 
) go. \\'henever one i:-- looking for a friend and he is 
ot in his cabin he is pretty sure to find him in a saloon, 
' he cares to track him to his lair. Here all the mem
,ers of the colony congregate and play cards, tell yarns 
ncl occasionally get drunk. In the evening the dance 
ouses open and the faro box is produced, and a man 
.as his choice of dancing or 'bucking the tiger' to vary 
he monotony. In this way the miner in town get,; hi:.
elaxation. 

"Among thc~c miners one must make his life as pleas
nt as possible. They come from eyerywhere, and the 
allege man is no better there than the son of a clay 
1borcr. ..\11 are there t.o better their financial condition 
y the hardest manual labor. and here, if anywhere, true 
quality seems to exist. ..\lmo~t all are well behaved. 
kcasior.ally a fight is started, but as the weapons are fists 
ttle damage is done. 
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"Law is enforced by \\'hat are kno\\'n as 'miners' meet
ings.' On the American side there is no authority except 
that of the miners themselves, and through these meet
ings justice is dealt out. A man having a dispute with 
another involving money or land posts in conspicuous 
places a notice that there will be a meeting at a given 
hour and place to settle a dispute between him and an
other, whose name is posted. At the appointed hour 
nearly every one crmvds into the meeting, a chairman 
and secretary are appointed and the assembly is called to 
order. 

··The chairman calls upon the plaintiff to state his case, 
and when this is done the defendant is heard from. \\'hen 
the principals have testified witnesses are heard from, 
and this evidence is heard and digested by the audience. 
Questions are asked by any one who cares to do this, and 
then motions are in order. Any one can make a motion 
for the disposal of the case, which. when seconded, is put 
to a vote, and in this way the matter is adjusted. A com
mittee is appointed to see that the verdict is carried out. 
which generally is done. This seems to be the only way 
in which justice can be dealt out. The system seems to 
have had its origin in a manly desire to give every one a 
'fair show,' but it is generally the more popular man who 
gets the better of it. At the mining camp these cases gen
erally are matters relating only to mining matters, but 
in the towns they embrace all sorts of questions, and it is 
here, more than at the 'diggings' that the popular one has 
a 'cinch.' 

"As winter settles down and the clays grow shorter and 
shorter the monotony of life becomes irksome. The cold 
is intense, the mountains seem a prison, and the kno\\'l
eclge that one has no choice but to stay it out, unless he 
takes the long overland trip, makes life dreary. The 

rn 
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mails are uncertain and far apart. ~ o newspapers find 
their way in except in the summer. A man is out of the 
world, and almost as far removed from it as if he were 
in the moon. To a man who loveshis home, his wife, his 
children and his friends the sense of isolation and help
lessness is depressing. It seems to him that it would not 
be so bad could he hear from home and know ho,,· they 
all ,,ere, but the long months drag slmdy by until the 
first of the year, when mail sometimes finds its way in, 
having left the states some three or four months before. 

"To see the excitement that the mail from tlie outside 
makes, to see the eagerness \Yith which men press up to 
the postmaster's desk for their letters, and the trembling 
hancls as they are opened, and the filling eyes as they are 
read, touches the heart. The first two or three days after 
the mail's arrival find the morals of a town Yast!Y im
proved, but this soon wears a,,·ay. and the old habits are 
resumed. 

"Dec. 19 the writer. after carefully making all need
ful arrangements, with tweh'e dogs. three sleds, two In
dians and 1,200 pounds of 'grub,' 1)cd<ling and camp out
fit, started on the overland trip, a distance of 1,000 miles. 
to the sea coast. \Ye left Circle Cit,· at 9 o'clock, just as 
day was breaking, with the thermometer at -1-6 degrees 
below zero. As ,,·e went through the town with the dogs 
yelping and our men yelling, eyery saloon door opened, 
~nd all inside came out to wish us good luck and a safe 
Journey. 

"lt ,,·as turning the face away from many good friends 
-many \\·horn I hope to meet again-and tackling a 
great unknmrn, but the many delays which had kept us 
back for t,,o weeks made cHn· one lirrht-hearted and 

- 0 

happy at getting started at last. and we soon passed 
through the town, down the riwr bank, and on to the ice 
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in the river. where a bend in the river soon hid Circle 
Cit\'. 

"A Yukon sled, with clogs, is a peculiarity of the coun
try. Our sleds were nine feet long, and t\\'O of them 
,,·ere chained together. On this 'double-header' \\'e hacl 
seven dogs, ancl on the single sled fin. The dogs are 
hitched together tandem fashion-one ahead of the other, 
the wheel dog having a whiffletree attached to his traL·es. 
From this is a rope running back to the sled, \\'hich, pass
ing, as it mmt. between the driver's legs, necessitates the 
acquiring of a peculiar gait. for with each turn the clogs 
make-as the trail curves from side to side-the driver 
has to keep his feet moving from this side to that of the 
'gee' string, as it is called, or he will be thrmyn clown. On 
the right side of the sled is a strong, smooth pole, reach
ing about the hip, \\'hich is used for guiding the sled. 
Between the ·gee' string and keeping the slecl from over
turning a 'tenderfoot' is generally in a clripping perspira
tion after the first fin miles are coverecl. ancl his kg~ get 
sore from the chafing of the rope. arnl the arm mightily 
tired from guiding· the heavy sled. 

"The clothing usecl in traveling is also peculiar t,) the 
country, mine consisting of a he::i,·y suit of underwear. a 
sweater, a pair of mackinaw clra,Yers, a mackina\\' shirt, 
and a fur cap which came down about the ears and back 
of the neck and tied under the chin. The fur being next 
to the skin, that part of the head covered is very com
fortable. Fur-lined mitts covered the hands, and on the 
feet ,,·ere a pair of woolen socks, a pair of long heavy 
German socks or stockings, and a pair of moccasins, with 
straw in the bottoms. On the sled for extreme and windy 
weather ,rere t,,·o 'parkas,' one of drilling and the other 
of fur. These resemble in appearance a long night gown 
open at neither the front nor back, \\·ith a hood for the 
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head. The drilling 'parka' has around the hood a lining 
of two fox tails. \\"hen the wind blows these drill parkas 
are put on and the hood is drawn over the head, which 
is a great protection for the face. The fur one is used 
for 50-clegree and 60-degree weather. 

''Our first halt was made for lunch about noon. One 
Indian took an ax and started for the middle of the river. 
where he chopped a hole through the ice for water. .-\iter 
filling the teapot he returned to \\·here the sleds were, the 
other Indian in the meantime having gone up the bank 
for dry wood. In a fe"· rtiinutes we had a roaring fire, 
the ,rntcr \Yas boiling, beef tea was made, and this, with 
hard tack, constituted our first meal. The cups ancl 
spoons were quickly put a,,·ay in tfie grub box, the sled 
lashed. and \\·ithin half an hour \\·e were again push
mg on. 

··.-\t 2 :30 o'clock it was getting dark, but a full moon 
and a clear sky made it nearly as bright as day, so we 
kept going until 6 o'clock, when \\·e stopped for the night. 
having made t\\·enty-five miles and overtaken a party two 
clays ahead of us. The Indians went up the bank like 
squirrels, and having picked out a good place for the 
tent, cleared a,yay the snow and began felling some fir 
trees. These were soon cleaned of their boughs, which, 
being spread clown on the ground where the tent was to 
go, were to serve for our beds. Our tent, an 8 by 10 
wall tent, was soon put up; the stove (built especially 
for the trip, 18 inches wide and 30 inches long) \Yas in 
position; the pipe ( of the telescope kind) was in place; 
a fire was soon going and camp was made. The dogs 
were unhitched and were left mousing around for a good 
place to make their bed, while \\"l' prepared supper. Bacon 
was sliced up and fried, beans (already boiled) were 
\\"armed, baking-powder bread ,ms baked, the tea was 
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set boiling. Then victuals \\'ere all divided into equal 
parts, and when supper was over there wasn't enough 
left to feed a snow bird. 

"Our tin plates, cups and cutlery having been washed, 
a big square bucket about two-thirds full of water, was 
put on to the stove. \ \"hen this \\'as boiling flour, dried 
salmon and bacon \\'ere thrown in. the whole mess boiled 
a little, then cooled and divided into twelve equal parts 
for the dogs. \ \"hen this was consumed anci the dogs 
satisfied, robes were spread down, thick night caps and 
socks made of caribou skin were drawn on, every one 
crowded under his robe. the candle was put out and the 
first day of Arctic travel was at an end. :\s the fire went 
out and the heat ,,·ith it, the cold began to get in, and it 
\Yas not long before robes were drawn over the head and 
the camp \\'as asleep. 

"Six o'clock found us astir, and it ,ras not long before 
a pile of flapjacks were fried, these ,,·ith coffee being our 
breakfast. \ \"hen this ,,·as dispatched the bedding was 
rolled up and tied, caps, moccasins and mitts ,,·ere put on 
and the tent was struck and folded into a small bundle. 
All this was carried to the sleds by some, while others 
hunted up the clogs, now scattered around under the 
trees, where they had passed the night . 

.. . \ Si wash dog is the foulest, meanest, laziest and most 
profanity-provoking animal I ever met, and I suppose 
that it i'.'- the mo:,;t abused animal that comes under the 
white man's lash. In Alaska the~c dogs answer the pur
pose of the horse in America, being used both for pack
ing and for hauling. A good dog ,,·a'.', worth $r 50 when 
,,·c left Circle City. and almo~t anything that had four 
leg~ brought not less than $73. 1 ha,-c :,;ccn ,,·hitc men 
beat thvir d,ig~ ~o unmercifuJly that one had to inter
fere. A hca,·y "hip or a big stick satisfies the driver for 



314 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

a time, but when on much of a trip a chain seems to fit 
their needs better. \\'hen a dog is beaten over the body 
and head with a chain it is pretty brutal, and many a dog 
has had ribs and legs broken and eyes knocked out. 
Strange to say, however, the white man as a rule is intel
ligent enough to provide for his dogs, even though he 
beats them more unmercifully than do the natives. 

"Around an Indian village the dogs subsist almost 
entirely on refuse, as the natives at all times are either 
too hard up or too indifferent to give their dogs any 
food that a human being can eat. They will hitch up a 
team and start out for a journey with dogs looking so 
thin and weak that one doubts their ability to go fiw 
miles. If he follows them a day, however, he \\·ill be 
mightily tired at night. Talk of the liYCs of a cat! 
They are not to be considered in the same instant with 
the tenacity with which a Siwash dog hangs to life. \\'ith
out exaggeration, I have seen an Indian start out with a 
team of dogs and travel eighty miles in three days, and 
there ,,·as not a dog but had to lean against a building 
to howl, so thin and weak ,vere they. \\'ith all their filth
iness and meanness they are, as a rule, hard wc,rkers and 
faithful. When they once understand that the driver is 
going to do the driving they get over long distances and 
haul big loads. In ordinary weather, when it is not 
colder than 25 degrees below zero, they can go for ten 
days without eating anything but snow, and still keep 
pretty strong and fat. 

"Having made the morning start with much yelling, 
some urging and just a little profanity, the procession 
was soon under way. and with the good trail which \Ye 
had a three miles an hour gait was not hard to keep up. 
Every few miles we would pass small piles or a cache of 
flour, bacon and canned goods which some husky miner 
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\\·as slowly moving up the river. The failure of the last 
boats to get farther up the river had left quite a shortage 
of flour and bacon above, and the thrifty ones \\'ere 'pull
ing their freight' from Circle City to the Klondike, a dis
tance of 300 miles. :\ r ost of them had only three or four 
clogs, and in consequence \\'ere compelled to double and 
triple trip it. One loads his sled to the limit of the clogs' 
endurance in the morning and travels until about 2 

o'clock in the afternoon, when he unloads and piles his 
stuff near the trail and returns for the rest of the load, 
staying for the night at the place \Yhere he started in the 
morning. The next morning he takes the rest of his 
load, or as much as he can haul, and goes ahead to the 
point where the first of the load was left. The next clay 
he pushes on in the same \Yay, until eventually his des
tination is reached. 

"One can imagine how much patience and hard \\'ork 
this entails, but stranger than this is the Yukoner's feeling 
of security that his cache \\'hen he leaves it \Vill not be 
disturbed. Travelers pass right by these caches every few 
days, and there ,,oulcl be no one to oppose one's helping 
himself and passing on with but little clanger of" ever 
being caught, but enry one lives up to the one command
ment on the Yukon, 'Thou s.halt not steal,' even though 
he breaks the others daily. There is some chance for a 
murderer up there, but when a thief is caught he is a 
goner, and his death is unmourned. This is the one 
great unchangeable law up there, and it is universally 
upheld. \Yhether from fear or whether from the knowl
edge that each man is often at the mercy of his neigh
bor, I don't pretend to kno\,·, but the fact remains that 
stealing in the Yukon is a crime that seldom has to be 
punished. 

"Our course as day succeeds day is much the same. 
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Occasionally we strike a bad place where snowshoes are 
necessary, and where the trail is lost, and then every one 
goes stamping arrund the snow, 'feeling' for the trail 
\\·ith the feet. It is surprising how quickly one can tell 
after a little experience where the trail is \Yhen it is cov
ered up by snow. Occasionally we pass a cabin, but it is 
always at the wrong time of day for us to use it for a 
camp. \\'hen a cabin is seen about time to camp the 
heart of the traveler is made happy, for he knows that 
there is a lot of work saved, because no tent goes up that 
night. 

"Every miner is the soul of hospitality, and as glad to 
see you and as cordial in his welcome as he can be. He 
won't listen to your putting up your tent, eyen when his 
cabin is small. He ,rnn't let you cut any wood or fetch 
any water. He insists upon doing this himself, and r-eit
erates, 'The shack is yours, pardner; make yourself at 
home.' He \\·ill often insist upon your sleeping in his 
bed, and is content with the floor for a bed, saying to 
your protests against routing him out, 'Xow, look here, 
pardner; I can sleep in that bed all day to-morrow, if I 
want to, but you can't, so get in there.' 

"Such hospitality warms a man's heart, because it 
is entirely disinterested. To offer to pay for any accom
modations really would hurt your host, and, though his 
quarters are rough and crude, the warmth of his welcome 
makes his home a palace. \\'hen supper is dispatched 
he wants the news and gossip of the place you have left, 
and that is all. In the morning he \\·ill go with you to 
show you a short cut. if there be one, and the strong 
grip of the hand, the 'Good-by! Good luck, old man!' 
sends you on your way happy in belieYing that the coun
try is full of just such men. 

"Rough and iincoiith are some of them; profane, and 
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with tendencies to get drunk when in town-almost all of 
them-but there is nearly always a heart that is gentle. 
warm and generous. 

"After the usual number of upsets, dog-fights. burnt 
fingers and nipped fingers and toes, we arrived at Fort 
Cudahy, 250 miles from Circle City, and nine and a half 
days out. Here ,,·e \\'ere to rest our dogs and ourselves 
and overhaul our outfit, for from here out ,,·e must pre
pare ourselves to get along without being able to get any 
more provisions until Dyea is reached. A quarter of the 
distance !fad been covered, eyery One \\'aS in good shape 
and there \\'as no doubt in our minds but that we could 
stand the trip. 

"Fort Cudahy is a trading post of one of the Yukon 
companies, and it is about three-quarters of a mile from 
Forty l\Iile, \Yhere the other company has its post. It 
was on this creek that runs into the Yukon that gold in 
paying quantities \Yas first discoyerecl. Four days found 
us in shape to resume our march, and on Jan. 2 we made 
our start, with a bright, clear day, and the thermometer 
43 degrees below. 

'·At Fort Cudahy I had secured a thermometer which 
registered 60 degrees belo,,· zero. This I nailed on the 
rear of the slecl I \\·as 'clerkinP-' on, but later on, when 
the mercury in this went out of sight and one of the In
dians mutinied, I began to doubt the wisdom of having 
anything that can be used to 'keep cases' on the tempera
ture. 

"As we passed Forty :\Iile \Ye ran into a stretch of 
river that was rougher than any 'rocky road to Dublin.' 
and it was interesting (for about a minute) to notice how 
many times a minute a man would jump from one side of 
his 'gee string' to the other. ~ometimcs he ,rnuldn 't 
clear the string, and the result would be a trip, and if Oil\.: 
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didn't come down on his face he would surely get on his 
knees. Then, too, the sled had 412 different motions 
which kept the hand and arm that were on the ,,~e stick' 
or guide_Q_Q_le \\'aYing back and forth, up and down, in 
an effort to keep the sled from overturning. This lasted 
for about eight miles, and I honestly think if it had been 
140 degrees below zero, instead of 40, I should have been 
plenty warm enough. As it was, I was soon dripping 
,Yet. a dangerous condition to be in, as one chills yerv 
quickly after perspiring. After the rough ice was over 
the trail was magnificent, as hard and as smooth as a 
board, for Klondike, the new El Dorado, ,vas only fiity 
miles from Fort Cudahy, and the many men who had 
passed over the road before us had made the going good. 
\\'e reached a cabin that night, where we found a stoYC. 
dry wood and four bunks, and you may be sure we occu
pied it. 

"The miners of this section had 'chipped in' and paid 
for having two of these houses built. They were placed 
seventeen miles apart, so that they could be easily reached 
in a day's journey. They were open for nery one who 
came along, and were a source of great comfort and con
venience to all travelers. The next day we reached Daw
son City, \\'hich is the town at the mouth of the Klondike 
river, and the supply station for the mines. There \\'as 
little there besides a bunk house, a warehouse and a 
saloon, but \\'e were welcomed royally as we ascended 
the bank, and warmly invited to 'come in and have some
thing warm.' 

"It \\·as here that \\'e became accustomed to associating 
with millionaires, for enry one who ,vas in the tom1 had 
from one to three claims each on the new territory, and 
\\·hile many of them had to 'hang up' the drinks when 
the~· bought, they considered themselves every inch mil-
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lionaires, just the same, for they had the ground and the 
gold \\'as there, and they were only waiting for spring to 
get it out. One man I knew, who had started for Dyea 
thirty days before we left, had made heroic efforts to get 
by this place, but the temptation was too strong, and he 
abandoned his party, struck off up the creek, and, having 
found a man who ,yas willing to part with an interest 
in his claim, my friend went dom1 into his sack and 
weighed out $6,000 for a quarter interest in the property. 
:-Iany \\'ere the happy men in this part of the country, 
for prospects had heen wonderfully rich. 

"A dollar and a half to the pan in three feet of gravel 
\Yas held to indicate that $250.000 could be taken from 
that claim, for 'bed rock' was from twelve to twenty-five 
feet deep. One young man had repeatedly panned out 
$5 and $6 from one pan, and by 'drifting' and 'burning' 
had got to the surface what was roughly estimated at 
$30,000. Every one \Yho passed his cabin \Yas offered 
$1.25 an hour to help him work, but he had succeeded in 
getting only four helpers, enry one else being bent on 
getting ground of his own. 

"Two young 'tenderfoots' were working in an ignorant 
sort of \Yay at burning their ground, thinking that it was 
necessary to get to 'bed rock' before they could expect 
to find gold. An 'old timer,' passing, asked them what 
prospects they were having, and ,yas surprised \\·hen he 
was told, '\Ve haven't got to bed rock yet. and can't tell.' 

"'Bed rock? you bloody fool, you don't haw to \Yait 
till you get there to see whether you have struck pay dirt 
or not!' said the old-timer. 'Here, my son, give me that 
gold pan and I'll show you how to find out whether you 
are in it or not.' The young men were delighted to do 
this, and watch the old man 'pan out' a shovelful of dirt. 
The 'old time.r' was paralyzed when he roughly estimated 
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the pan at $2, and with a ·\Yell, by--, parclner! this is 
good enough for me,' he cut some stakes and became 
their neighbor. 

He watched the young men the next day until they got 
to 'bed rock' (they didn't know they "·ere there till he got 
into the hole himself), when he went clown, and in a short 
time had scraped from the bed rock seventeen ounces 
of as pure gold as he ever sa,v. 

"'\\" ell, I am --,' he said. 'If I'd been told of this I 
never ,mule! have believed it! I am pretty old young 
men, but if I can't make $1,000 a day shoveling into a 
sluice box alone (and I am a pretty poor shoveler), with 
such ground as that I hope I may never make another 
clean-up!' 

"I don't suppose $50,000 would buy these claims to
day. Such was the ne,vs ,,·e heard when ,ve had been 
in Dawson a little while. 

"It ,vas hard \\·ork to pass by such a chance, but ,ve 
were a long ,vay from Dyea, and had no chance to get 
any more grub than ,ve had until we were out, and grub 
goes a\\·fully fast sitting around a camp. The next morn
ing at 6 o'clock ,ve were off in a blinding snmvstorm. 
The trail \\·as covered, the \\·incl blowing like the dickens, 
the dogs lazy and ugly and ewry man in the party on 
snowshoes, plunging more or less blindly ahead. It made 
one inclined to turn back. 

"All our footsteps had been toward the sea and ,ve 
did not begin then to do any 'double-tripping.' Having 
picked up a white man ,vho ,vanted to get home, in spite 
of all the new El Dorados in .\. la:-ka, we left the town of 
ro;-;y dreams and light hearts behind. 

"\\' c wallowed and :-1Yeat and s\\·orc and yelleJ and 
\\·allowed and s\\·ore many times until 1 r o'clock, when \\·c 
crowded in behind some drift wood, and after many at-
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tempts got a fire going. \Ve were some fiity feet from 
the sleds ,,·hen we had the fire going, and everything 
seemed to be all right, but when we got back to \Yhere 
we had left them there was nothing but two drifts. At 
first I thought the dogs had run away, but ,Yhen we dug 
down a little we found them all peacefully ~Jeeping ancl 
warm as toast, the drifting. driving snm,· having qnickly 
covered them. 

"\Ve made about twelYe miles that day, but it seemed 
as if we had gone I 12 \Yhen we finally made camp. The 
next day our hearts were lightened by seeing some men 
with horses who had broken a good trail for us. This 
made our progress rapid. \Vhen two men meet on the 
trail they always stop and pass the time of day. Each 
looks the other's face over carefully to see if there are 
any ,,·hite spots visible. ,vhich, should any be noticed. 
are at once spoken of, and then comes the invariable ques
tion, '\\. ell, pardner, where are you going?' 

"\ Ve ,vere two and a half clays going the fiity miles to 
Fort Reliance, or Sixty-:-Iile, and laid up here for the rest 
of the third day. There is a trading post here, owned and 
run by an old man named Harper. He is the pioneer of 
the country, having been in the Yukon for several years 
(something like eighteen, I believe). He came from far 
off Brooklyn, and gave us the warm welcome e,·ery one 
gets there. He insisted upon our staying to dinner and 

' supper, and you may be sure that we did justice to the 
tender moose steaks, frozen potatoes and yeast-cake 
bread which he spread before us. He gan us a cabin for 
our Indians and ourselves, and the only way we rould get 
even was by buying some moccasins our white passenger. 
Sam, needed. Some Indians with a toboggan having· 
started along the trail about two hours ahead of us, we 
went smoothly and rapidly along our ,yay the next morn-
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ing. Five and one-half clays brought us to Fort Selkirk, 
or Pelly river post. and here we rested a clay and a half. 
From Pelly riw'r to Dyea we had nothing ahead of us 
to look forward to should we need succor until we reached 
the coast, but the knowledge that \H' were half way and 
all doing well made the 500 remaining miles not so much 
of a terror after all. 
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CHAPTER "\: XIII. 

THE MINERS' THERMOMETER. 

ITTLE BOTTLES filled with mercury 
are carried by "olcl-~imers" on the Y n
kon. These are handv substitutes for 
thermometers, for \\'hen the mercury is 
solid, the wise traveler in that country 
seeks shelter. Eli ( ;age describes this 
feature of arctic traveling as follows: 

"_.\t 6 o'clock on Jan. 15. with a 
beautiful full moon, a clear, blue ~k,· 

with millions of stars. streaks upon ~treaks of the aurora 
flashing from one horizon to the other. and the thermo
meter 52 degrees below zero, we started on the la~t stage 
of our jonrney. \\'hen \Ye struck the rinr again there 
\\a~ no trail. and so ont came the snowshoes. which we 
wore all that day. the next day finding· u~ on a better trail. 
\ \' e went steadily forward past Five Fingers, a~ five big 
rocks \\·hich stand in the middle of the Lewes river are 
called; on past l\IcCarmick trading post, no\\· deserted 
and forlorn; past the Little Salmon, where the ice \\'as 
rough and the going slow, and so on till the Big Salmon 
\\'as passed and 16o miles had been covered since leaving 
Pclh·. 

"That morning when ,ye woke up it was to find the 
tent covered inside with frost, our robes over our heads 
stiff with ice, where our breath had come through, and 
cold as-Alaska. \\' e started a fire, and soon had the 
stove red-hot. One could keep warm by getting close 
up against the stove, but then only that part of the body 
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11 a~ warm which was nc xt the fire. \ \' e had ~truck some 
arctic ,yeather for a certainty. and when I ,vent out to 
see how things looked it was to find all the dogs shiver
ing as if they had the ague. The thermometer was out of 
sight, so we could not tell ho\\· cold it really was, but we 
knew that it was lower than 6o degrees below, and that 
was enough. 

"Old-timers on the Yukon regulate their traveling by 
the consistency of the. mercury. :-\ small bottle of thi,
is always carried, and they keep on traveling until this 
freezes, when, as a rule. the majority of them go into 
camp and wait for it to moderate, for this indicates a 
temperature of at least 40 degrees belo\\· zero. The con
dition of our supplies made it imperatin that we push on, 
for a cold snap frequently lasts for ten clays. and ,vere we 
to try to wait for warmer weather our food soon would be 
gone. The order to break camp caused a deal of rapid 
talking on the part of our Indians, and finally one of them 
came in and declared his intention of going back to Circ!.e 
City. This was all we could get out of him, for. with the 
stubbornness of his race, he was ·just going.' \\. e were 
in an unenviable position. Three hundred miles from 
our journey's end, 200 miles from the last trading post, 
the temperature at least 6o degrees belo,v zero. the trail 
obliterated, the only Indian \Yho could be relied upon to 
guide us out about to turn back-all these things, with 
the depleted condition of our larder \Yas dismaying. 

":\[r. Indian made a pack of his clothing and his robe. 
and when ready to start asked for some dried fish. which 
he didn't get. He made a start. hut got only a little ,Yay 
when an argument with a loaded and cocked revolver, 
and the choice laid before him of returning to the tent 
and taking us out or trying to beat five bullets, which we 
promised would be sent after him at the first sign he gave 
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of going, soon weakened him and he returned in a sulky 
mood. It was a relief to see him turn back, but we were 
under a good deal of strain watching him from then on, 
and it ,Yas dreary work taking turns with Sam, lying 
awake nights with a loaded revolver between us to see 
that he did not try to get away in the dark. For the next 
eleven days the thermometer never got above 46 degrees 
below zero, and every one of us was more or less frozen 
on the face, fingers and toes. 

"The worst and most pitiful part of the cold weather 
was its effect on the dogs. Three of them had badly lac
erated feet, and when the cold snap struck us their feet 
quickly froze. It was pitiful when we started that morn
ing to hear their howls of pain as their poor, sensitive feet 
broke through the crust at each step, and I couid stand it 
only a little way, when they \\"ere unharnessed, one of the 
sleds was abandoned ,Yith eY(:rything that possibly could 
be left behind, and the dogs were at once killecl. It seemed 
a harsh and cruel thing to do to kill these faithful fellows 
after they had served us so faithfully for 700 miles, but 
they were useless to haul anything, they would eat as 
much as the others, and to save as much for the good ones 
as possible demanded such a course. 

''Speaking of the treachery of Indians reminds me of 
the experience of a friend of mine, who, at nearly the 
place where our trouble occurred, was led by his guide 
into a blind slough and then \Yas abandoned. When my 
friend understood "·hat had happened he took a \Vinches
ter and chased :-Ir. Indian five miles, hoping for at least 
one long-distance shot, but he never saw him, and he got 
well away to lead some other poor devil into just such 
another predicament. 

"We pressed on daily as fast as we could, but our prog
ress ,,·as slm,· because of the drifting snow. l\ evertheless, 

20 
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after five days \\·e reached ::\Iud lake, after passing safely 
through the White Horse rapids and :-Jiles canyon, the 
most dangerous part of the Yukon, both in summer and 
winter, and the most awful and inspiring five miles of 
travel I ever have been through. 

"At many places the river \\·as open and great clouds 
of steam soon envelop everyone in a suit of white frost. 
The seething, rushing waters of the rapids were grand to 
look at, but the pleasure of such a manifestation was 
sharply tinged with anxiety as to whether the ice was 
thick enough to bear us. If we broke through we would 
go down that river about 400 times faster than \Ye came 
up, and \Ye would be under the ice instead of on top of 
it, to boot, which brought small comfort , even though our 
progress promised to be without effort. :\bout three miles 
of this brought us to the canyon. Here were two routes 
which we could take-one up a hill about fifty feet high, 
with a pitch of about 6o degrees and along the walls of 
the canyon. To take this route meant packing on our 
backs most of our stuff, and the taking a good half-day 
to make the portage. The other way was through the 
canyon, if the ice was solid enough to hold us. \Ve chose 
the latter and started. Imagine a canyon about fifty feet 
wide at the broadest place, and narrowing down to about 
twenty-five feet to its smallest point, \Yith perpendicular 
walls of red granite about fifty feet high. A torrent of 
water rushing and roaring through this limited channel, 
the only foothold for travelers being the ice \\·hich had 
formed against the walls by the spray as it dashed against 
it. 

''Even the dogs showed their fear and dislike of such 
a situation, and as we progressed farther into the canyon 
it was with difficulty that they could be urged forward, 
for the narrowing ridge of ice brought us nearer and 
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nearer the water. At places one man had to get on the 
side of the sled nearest the river and brace the sled from 
that side, as, on account of the slanting formation of the 
ice, the sleds were in clanger of slipping into the water. 
One can get an idea of the rapidity of this stream here 
when he is told that boats go through here in the summer
time in about three-quarters of a minute, which means 
a speed of more than sixty miles an hour. \ \'hen finally 
we got through all right our hearts were light, for \\ e 
knew the worst and most dangerous part of our journey. 
until ,,·e should reach the mountains, was behind us. 

"At Lake Le Barge, before entering the rapids, \Ye 
found an Indian village, where \Ye hoped to get some 
fresh meat and some dried salmon for our dogs. but ,, 1: 

found them out of everything, and so hard up themselves 
(so they said) that they had no flour and no tea. They 
told us \Ye could get dried fish at the Takish house. At 
:.\Iucl lake our supplies were so 10\Y and our clogs so thin 
that Sam volunteered to push on across :.\Juel lake (or 
":.\Iarsh lake. as some call it). and keep going until he 
reached the Takish house. He was to buy up their sup
ply. if they had any. and if they were out he was to offer 
them plenty of money to get out and hunt for moose, 
which he hoped they might get in a clay or two at the 
latest. \\' e watched him set out, hoping he would be 
successful, and it was not long before the glaring, white 
surface of the lake hid him from Yie,Y. :'\bout 2 o'clock 
we could see ahead of us something on the trail, but what 
it was could not be distinguished until we got nearer, ''" hen 
we sa,,· it was Sam 1Yith two men and a dog team. 

··\\'hen ,,·e got together he told us that he had met the 
mail carrier from Juneau, 1Yho in turn had met a party 
farther back, who hacl told him that in case he ran short 
of grub to go up the ":.\lcClintock river, at the foot of :.\l ud 
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lake, where there were six prospectors who had 'plenty of 
everything.' 

"This made every one happy except the dogs, who 
could not understand, so we all went into camp together 
and got some news from the postman as to matters on 
the outside. He told us that ~IcKinley had been elected; 
that Sharkey had got a decision over Fitzsimmons in 
their fight, and, as he put it, 'times have been d--d hard 
all winter.' He had some newspapers ,Yhich he let us 
read, but bribes, threats or persuasions would not make 
him open his sack and give us our mail. I had heard 
nothing from home since I left; whether my family \\'as 
dead or alive I kne\\· not, and yet here was this man ,Yith 
letters for me from them which would tell me all about 
them, and yet the fellow would not open his pouch. Talk 
about your Tantalus cups! This beat it to death. The 
next morning, \\·ith three of the best dogs, an empty sled 
and one Indian, I started to find the prospectors. \Ve 
found the trail leading to the river, and \\·ent along it at 
a good rate, being consumed \\·ith joy at haviug heard 
of them and fear that they had gone. 

''\Ye came upon their cabin after a,Yhile, and sa,Y smoke 
coming out of their chimney. and so with a shout and a 
whoop we started for it on a run. They came tumbling 
out to welcome us, and I honestly think they were as glad 
to see us as ,ye \\'ere to see them. \\'hen they heard our 
story every one \\-ent to work getting us up a feast. \ \' e 
had beans \Yith salt sides, chocolate, boiled rice ,,·ith rais
ins, and ste,Ycd peaches. These. with some sour-dough 
bread, \\·as a meal I will nenr forget. They gave us a 
little bacon. some flour and cornmeal, and some sugar 
and salt, and this was all they could spare, but I nevet 
have felt so grateful for food before in my life. They 
were to leave the next day, so we had come pretty neat• 
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missing them. When we got back to our tent nine dogs 
were made happy in short order by a grand big feast. In 
the night one of the dogs, who was still hungry, got in 
and had a lovely lunch on the rest of our bacon, but every 
one had had one good feed in any case. 

"The next day we pushed across l\Iud lake and stopped 
at the Takish house for lunch, but the Indians had all 
gone, and we would have been pretty hungry had we re
lied upon them to feed us. Lake Bennett was reached 
the next day, and on the following morning we had eaten 
our last meal. Our dogs were getting weak fast, and that 
day we had to push them hard to get through, for ahead 
of us mere the mountains to be passed, the greatest dan
ger of all, where travelers frequently are detained from 
going over for two weeks by high winds. If we ran into 
this sort of gale it was a case of either starving to death 
waiting for a quiet day or else taking a desperate chance 
of going over in a storm. About 4 o'clock we reached 
the canyon which led to the foot of the mountains. 

"The snow had drifted in here, and in some places was 
forty feet deep. The sun had come out good and strong 
that day and made the snow soft, and into this the poor 
dogs would sink to their bellies at every step. \Ve had to 
do most of the pulling, for our snowshoes kept us up, 
and so we struggled along, tired, hungry and discour
aged until darkness was at hand. Then we went into our 
last camp, determined to go over next day or bust. 
So many prospectors had come into the Yukon over this 
route in the spring that there \\·as but little wood left, and 
that g-reen, but we managed to get the tent up and start 
a small fire. A drink of nice cold watet and a short smoke 
made our supper, and soon every one was abed to forget 
his misery in sleep. The "·incl was roaring away on the 
top of the mountains, which was poor solace to us, our 
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only hope beii1g that if it bk\\' to-night it would he ciuiet 
on the morro\\'. 

"At the first streak of cla\\'n enry one was up, and all 
the things \\'ere left behind in the tent except the dis
patches and mail, one big fur robe, in case \\'e got caught 
on top of the mountains and had to sleep there, the axes 
and the teapot to get water in. Our other sled was put 
in the tent, and nine clogs were hitched to the one sled 
and ,,·e started. It seemed quiet on top, so we had hopes 
of getting through, but the soft snow, the discouraged 
clogs and the steep ascents ahead of us, the fear that the 
Indians didn't know where they ,vere, kept every one 
pretty quiet. Occasionally we would strike an ascent or 
pitch that was like a perpendicular wall, and up this we 
had to boost and haul the sled, the clogs being absolutely 
useless. About noon \Ye got to what looked like a level 
place, and the snow being harder here, we made pretty 
good headway. Instead of being level, however. this 
ground was a series of ascents, which, because of the un
broken whiteness of the snow, looked flat. \\"hen the 
surface ,ras broken by the snowshoes, however, and one 
looked back, it ,ras with surprise that he saw a consider
able rise. After getting over these, the soft snow indi
cated that this spot actually was level, and the dogs sink
ing in again, we finally had to cut them loose and pull 
the sled ourselves, intending to get this as far as the top 
and hoping that the clogs would follow along. \Ye pulled 
right ahead, leaving the dogs and Sam (who foolishly had 
neglected getting snowshoes) behind. 

"About r :30 o'clock \Ye came to the last pitch, the 
steepest of them all, and after getting the sled about half
,ray up we had to unload, and by tacking or going at 
right angles to our intended direction ,re were able at 
last to reach the top. Away d(.mn below were the dogs 
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and Sam coming slowly and laboriottsly along. The 
panorama of glittering white \\'hich spread out before us 
would have been beautiful indeed at any other time, bttt 
\\'ith t\\'elve miles of descent still ahead of us, the dogs 
two miles back, and the wind blowing great guns on top, 
nature looked anything but beautiful. 

"The Indians returned to where the dogs were and 
gave Sam my snowshoes. Then after awhile they all got 
up to where I \Yas. The Indians said they found Sam 
coming along all right, but that he was coming on his 
hands arid knees, as he was pretty well played out walking 
in snow up to his knees. Having hitched the dogs to
gether again, we started to go down. The wind was 
pretty strong on top, but after getting to the bottom of 
the first pinch it was terrible. It was on our backs now, 
but, while this was more comfortable, it "·as more dan
gerous on the steeper pitches, as one was liable to lose 
his balance and slide with ever-increasing rapidity into the 
rocks which lined the road. After getting successfully 
down one pitch and ascending another, we unhitched the 
dogs again, and, leaving one Indian with the sled, ,Ye 
managed to drive the clogs down to the bottom of this 
pitch. The Indian then came clown with his sled, steer
ing it from behind, and quickly reached us. Here the 
wind and driving snow were worse than ever. The dogs 
would not go. They insisted upon wandering to the side 
and lying clown, so we had to abandon them to get down 
ourselves, as it was getting dark fast. 

''Snowshoes could not be used, as one could not get 
a footing firm enough to remain standing. The only 
way to break through the crust and keep from sliding was 
with the foot. For some distance one would sink to the 
knee and make fair progress. Then, without warning, 
he would strike a hard place that was solid, his feet would 
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fly up, a·nd the wind would carry him almost bodily ten 
feet through the air. If he struck soft snow he \Yas lucky, 
but generally it was the hard, bare spots one landed on, 
and it hurt. \ \'hen in this pos;tion the \\'incl would blow 
the snow into one's eyes, nostrils and face, blinding and 
almost strangling him. Up again and forward, gasping 
for breath, was all one could do, but to\\'ard the end ,yeak
ness and anxiety began to tell, and one felt many times in
clined to stay right there. A turn of the canyon showed 
us a trail, and great was our joy at seeing some men 
stabling some horses, for we knew then that we were at 
Sheep Camp and our troubles over. 

"They at the camp congratulated us on getting over, 
and showed us where we could get something to eat, and 
may be we didn't get over there quickly! \Ve went into 
a cabin, which looked to us much as the land of Canaan 
must have looked to the children of Israel, and I am 
sure that Delmonico cannot put before me a meal that 
would taste so good as did our supper that night of bacon, 
potatoes, onions, and flap-jacks with syrup for dessert. 

"Our bed that night was on the floor of this man's cabin 
and it was indeed comfort to lie there listening to the wind 
howling wildly outside, and had our dogs been \\'ith us 
there would have been nothing to be desired. T,rn days 
after the dogs were rescued-that is, all but one, and he, 
poor fellow, had been frozen to the ground and \\·as quite 
dead. The storm we met coming·over raged for two days, 
and though three attempts were made to get them, the 
men were each time driven back, until the weather mod
erated. When they got to Dyea they were a forlorn
looking lot, one of them being so exhausted that he had 
to be put on the sled and dragged in. Before I left, how
ever, they were fat and well again, and in a few days 
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wonlcl he able to retnrn, such is the recuperati\'e power 
of the Siwash dog. 

"Alaska has a great future before it. :.lining will be 
the only industry there of any consequence, and while 
this is confined entirely to placer mining at present, in 
time quartz mines \\·ill be opened, and in spite of the 
hard climatic conditions there will be many people there. 
One has to go into Alaska to see how much superior to 
the United States is England in the care of its colonies and 
its people. At Fort Cudahy, on the Canadian side, there 
is a force of mounted police, who look after Canada's 
interests and are there to represent and presen·e law and 
order. On the American side the only officer our govern
ment has sent in is a customs official. 

''The companies upon whom n·ery one in the country 
must depend for supplies send in yearly hundreds of 
thousands of dollars' worth of merchandise, and have ab
solutely no protection at all. They have at t,Yo or three dif
ferent times felt their helplessness, and the people have 
forced them into doing things that were manifestly unfair 
and improper. Should a few lawless men, at any time, 
as immigration increased, make a determined rush upon 
them \\·hen conditions were favorable, there ,rnuld be no 
protection for the companies except their mm men. Such 
things never have occurred vet, but everv one knows 
there is nothing to prevent it. . If individuals can be broad 
enough and 'nervy' enough to send year after year into 
this catmtr)· goods to the· value of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, it would seem as if the government which 
owned this country could \Yell afford to have a represen
tative there and enough force, either civil or military, to 
insure protection for e\'ery one. 

"By the expenditure of a little money a good trail could 
be established into the country, and by joining with Can-
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ada, which willingly would perform its share, a series of 
relay stations, or supply stations, could be built, which 
would insure easy and reasonably prompt communica
tion between the Yukon and the outside. It is to be 
hoped that the present administration will do something· 
for this country, and open up a region that for years will 
offer golden opportunities to the poor man who is willing 
to work." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE WORLD'S GOLD PRODUCT. 

LASKA'S GOLD product and its effect 
on the world is concisely treated by 
R. E. Preston, director of the mint at 
\ \' ashington, in an interesting com
munication to the ~ ew York Herald. 
He gives the estimated gold product 
of 1897 of the Vnited States with the 
probable output from other fields. His 

communication reads as follows: 
''That gold exists in large quantities in the ne,dy dis

covered Klondike district is sufficiently proved by the 
large amount recently brought out by the steamship 
companies and miners returning to the United States 
who went into the district within the last eighteen 
months. So far, $1,500,000 in gold from the Klondike 
district has been deposited at the mints and assay offices 
of the Vnited States, and from information now at hand 
there are substantial reasons for belieYing that from 
$3,000,000 to $4,000,000 additional will be brought out 
by the steamers and returning miners, sailing from St. 
Michael the last of September or early October next 
(1897). One of the steamship companies states that it 
expects to bring out about $2.000,000 on its steamer sail
ing from St. :.\lichael September 30 (18q7) and has asked 
the government to haYe a revenue cutter act as a con
voy through the Bering sea. In view of the facts above 
stated I am justified in estimating that the Klondike dis-
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trict will augment the world's gold supply in 1897 nearly 
$6,000,000. 

"The gold product of the Dominion of Canada for 
1896, as estimated by Dr. G. M. Dawson, director of the 
geological survey of that country, was $2,810,000. Of 
this sum the Yukon placers, within British territory, 
were credited with a production of $355,000. The total 
product of that country for 1897 has, therefore, been 
estimated at $10,000,000, an increase over 1896 of $7,200,-

000. From this the richness of the newly discovered gold 
fields of the Klondike is evident. 

"In this connection it is important to kno\\· what will 
be the probable increase in the several countries of the 
world, and for the purpose of comparison, based upon 
information received, the following table of the gold 
product of the United States, Australia, Africa, :;\lexico, 
the Dominion of Canada, Russia and British India br 
1896, and the estimated product of these countries br 
1897, is here given: 

1896. 1897. increase. 
United States .. $ 53,000,000 $ 60,000,000 $ 7,000,000 
Australia ...... 46,250,000 52,000,000 5,750,000 
Africa ........ 44,000,000 56,000,000 12,000,000 
:;\lexico ....... 7,000,000 9,000,000 2,000,000 
Dom. of Canada 2,810,000 10,000,000 7,200,000 
Russia ........ 22,000,000 25,000,000 3,000,000 
British India .. 5,825,000 7,000,000 1,175,000 

Totals .... $180,885,000 $219,000,000 $38,125,000 

"The world's gold product for 1896 is estimated to 
have been $205,000,000. In justification of the above 
estimate of the increase in the countries mentioned I 
mav remark that of the United States is based upon the 
deposits at the mints and assay offices for the first six 
months of the year, which clearly indicate a largely in-
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creased prodnction, and that' the -increase for the year 
\Yill aggregate $7,000,000. The gold product of Africa 
for 1896 is estimated to have been $44,000,000. For the 
first six months of 1897 the output of the \Vitwatersrandt 
mines, as shown by official returns, was 1,338,431 ounces, 
an ir,crease of 333,928 ounces, as compared \Yith the first 
six months of 1896. There is no doubt that the rate of 
production in the \Vitwatersrandt mines will be main
tained for the remainder of the year, and their ontput 
of gold for 1897 \1ill be fnlly $12,000,000 greater than that 
of 1896. 

"The deposits of gold at the Australian mints for the 
first fi\·e months of the year clearly indicate a ~nbstantial 
gain in 1897 over 1896. Upon the basis of the deposits 
for the first five month~ at the mints the Australian Insur
ance and Banking Record for the month of June esti
mates that the gold product for 1897 of the several colo
nies \\'ill aggregate 2,700,000 ounces, of the value of $52.-
550,000. This would be an increase of $5.150,000 over 
the product of 1896. 

"The gold product of }lexico for 1896 is estimated to 
have been $1,000,000. The information received indi
cates that the product for 1897 \Yill approximate $9,000,-
000, an increase of $2,000,000. 

"The Russian product for 1896 \YaS $22,000,000; for 
1897 it is estimated at $25,000,000, an increase of $3,000,-
000. 

"The gold product of British India for 1896, from offi
cial information received, is estimated at $5,825,000. The 
returns of the mines for the first six months of 1897 
indicate an increased production over 1896 of $1,200,000. 

"From the data above gi\·en it is safe to estimate that 
the seven countries above named will show an increase 
in their gold output for 1897 over 1896 of $38,700,000, 
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and that the world's product for 1897 can therefore be 
estimated at not less than $240,000,000. There is no 
doubt that the world's product of gold \\'ill continue to 
increase for a number of years to come, as new mines 
\Yill be opened up in all parts of the world, and, with 
improved appliances for mining and methods of extract
ing the gold contained in the ores, I believe that by the 
close of the present century the world's gold product 
will closely approximate, if not exceed, $300,000,000. 

"I have spoken above of the addition likely to be made 
in 1897 to the \\·orkl's stock of gold by the Klondike dis
trict, by the Transvaal, by the l'nited ~tatc~. ;\u~tralia, 
Russia, :-I exico, India, etc. Of all these gold-producing 
countries, of course. the Klondike is at present the one 
of most obsorbing interest. It strikes the imagination 
to-d;;iy as California did the minds of the '49ers. It \Yill 
add in 1897 possibly $6,000,000 to the. gold treasure of 
the world. 

"Xow as to the influence of such addition to the world's 
gold. The influence it will exert depends mainly on 
how many years the Klondike district shall continue a 
producer and how large its annual increment to the 
world's existing stock of gold shall be. There is every 
reason to believe that Alaska and the adjacent British 
territory are possibly as rich in gold as \\·as California 
or Australia \Yhen first discovered. I have estimated that 
the Klondike district \\ill in 1897 produce $6,000,000 
\\·orth of gold. It \Yill acid to this product from year to 
year probably for a minimum of one or t\YO decades. 
:\ml whether the gold comes from American or British 
territory is a matttr of indifference, except to the own
er~. and, to some extent, to the countries producing it. 
The effect of the increase on the economic condition of 
mankind, on the rate of discount, the rate of interest, the 
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rate of wages, on prices and on monetary policies, of a 
newly discovered gold field of wonderful richness is the 
same, whether the field be located in American, British 
or Chinese territory . 

.. ;{ ow, the first influence that the new addition to the 
world's existing stock of gold will have \\'ill be felt by 
silver. In fact, it has already been felt by it. Gold is the 
natural competitor-we might almost say antagonist
of silver as a monetary medium, and every ounce of 
gold newly placed on the market deprives from 17f to 
35 ounces of silver of a possible employment as money 
that it might have. I say this because gold, \\'eight for 
\\'eight, is now worth thirty-six and six-tenths times as 
much silver, and because, at most, half of the gold dis
covered finds industrial employment. 

"The new additions to the world's stock of gold, 
whether they come from the Klondike, Cripple Creek or 
the Transvaal, from India, Australia or Russia, ,,·ill ren
der bimetallism by the l: nited States alone more difficult 
and more improbable than ever, and \\·ill even seriously 
imperil the slender chances that international bimetallism 
now has. 

··Bimetallists have long been asking the question 
where the gold is to be found that is to take the place of 
the silwr demonetized. The discoveries at Cripple 
Creek, in the Transvaal and on the Klondike are a suffi
cient answer to this question. The mines of the world 
have been turning out gold of late years in greater pro
fusion than ever before. The year 1893 marks an epoch 
in this respect. In the report of the director of the mint 
upon the production of the precious metals in the ·cnited 
States during the calendar year 1893 I called attention 
to the fact that the world's output of gold in that ~·ear 
was the largest in history, amounting to $155,522,000, 
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and that it \\'as 16.08 per cent greater than the annual 
average of the period of the greatest productiveness of 
the Californian and Australian gold mines. 

"And in the report of the same series of the calendar 
year 1894 I remarked that the value of the ,,·oriel's pro
duction of gold in that year not only equaled the average 
value of both gold and silver in the period 1861-1865. 
but exceeded it hy $11,204,600, and that the probability 
expressed by me in 1893 that the value of the world's out
put of gold in 1895 and 1896 would equal that of both 
metals in the years immediately preceding the beginning 
of the depreciation of silver had been changed into a 
certainty by the events of 189-1-. since the average annual 
yield of gold and silver of all countries in the period 
1866-1873 exceeded that of gold alone in 1894 by less 
than $11,000,000. If the production of gold in 1897 
reaches that figure. which I confidently believe it \\'ill, 
of $240,000,000, it "·ill exceed the average yearly value of 
both the gold and silver product of the world for the 
period of eight years-1866 to 1873-,vhich just pre
ceded the beginning of the depreciation of silnT-viz .. 
$190.831,000-by over $50,000,000. 

"Leaving out of consideration,. therefore, the indus
trial employment of the two metals, the \Yorld now an
nually produces in gold alone some $50,000,000 more for 
monetary uses than it did in both gold and silver during 
the eight years (on an average) that preceded the begin
ning of the depreciation of the latter metal. 

"On the supposition that silver has entirely ceased to 
be coined, the world is richer in 1897 in material for the 
coinage of fnll legal tender or standard money than it 
,vas at any former period of the world's history, and the 
indications are that it will grow richer in this respect 
in every succeeding year for decades to come. 

21 
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"Hence my belief that the first effect of the new addi
tions of gold to the stock already in existence will be 
an effect detrimental to bimetallism, whether national 
or international. There are some, I know, who think 
that the increased production of gold \Yill have the con
trary effect, and that it \\·ill lead to the remonetization 
of sih·er. They base their argument on this, that the 
increased production of gold will be followed by a depre
ciation of its value. This might be if the ne,v demand 
for gold did not increase more rapidly than the supply. 
But the former is likely to exceed the latter. 

"There is, in fact, at the present time, no limit to the 
demand for gold. The tendency of nations is toward 
the single gold standard. Apart from the L-nited States, 
there is not, I believe, a country on the face of the earth 
that would not adopt gold monometallism if it had the 
ability to do so, \Yith sih·er as a subsidiary or token coin
age. There is not a country in Europe with any full 
legal tender silwr coins but would replace them by gold 
coins if it could do so without too great a sacrifice. Ger
many ,rnuld gladly put $100,000,000 in circulation, in
stead of its silnr thalers. France and all the countries of 
the Latin C nion would replace their full legal tender 
5-franc pieces by gold could they easily get it. Russia's 
demand for gold is unbounded. Austria-Hungary can
not get enough, and so ot every other country in Europe. 
Japan \Yan ts gold now that it has adopted the gold stand
arcl. Even China shows an inclination to follow the ex
ample of its conqueror, but that, of course, is out of the 
question. All South America is crying for gold. Chili 
\Yants it, Colombia \\·ants it, Peru wants it. Yenezuela 
has some, but wants more. Central America wants ·it. 
Even }lcxico. the last stronghold of silver, is feeling the 
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burdensomeness of its present system in the height of 
its rate of exchange. 

";dore than this. The nations of Europe want gold, 
not only as currency, but as war material, for they have 
come to understand that gold-gold, not all kinds of 
money-is the sinew of war. Germany has a gold fund 
locked up in a fortress, and the accumulations of that 
metal made by other governments, ostensibly for differ
ent purposes, are really only so much war material, which 
the nations of Europe can no more dispense with than 
they can with a standing army or a navy. And \Yhere 
no such fund can be actually pointed to, as in England, 
there is felt the confidence that it can be had at am· time 
on the credit of the nation. Then it must be remembered 
that all great loans are now made and must be made in 
gold. Only home loans are made in any other medium. 
This disposes of the contention that there is likely to 
be any depreciation in the value of gold consequent on 
the increased supply. 

''\Vil! the ne\\" additions to the gold stock of the \\·oriel 
have any effect on prices? Should the increase of the 
world's production due to the yield of gold in the Klon
dike district, as well as in the Transvaal, be any \\·ay 
near as large as that due to the mines of California and 
Australia in the years immediately succeeding the dis
covery of the metal in those countries, it probably \Yill, 
in time, especially if the new additions bear the same 
proportion to the already existing stock of gold in the 
world as did those of California and Australia. But any 
increase of prices that ma? thereby be caused will be grad
ual ar.d may not be noticed for some years to come. It 
cannot be noticed until gold begins to depreciate in 
value, and of that there is no present prospect. 

"Shortly after the discovery of gold in California and 
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Australia there \\·as a very marked rise in the general 
level of prices, which writers on the subject have gener
al!\· attributed to the decline of the value of gold at that 
tin;e. French publicists were the first to call attention 
to this phenomenon. This ,ms in 1851, 1852, and 1853. 
Chevalier ,uote about it in 1857. In 1858 another emi
nent French writer published a book, entitled 'The Ques
tion of Gold,' in ,,·hich he showed the greatness of the 
rise and the consequences, favorable or otherwise, ,vhich 
it might have for individuals or for states. The following 
year Chevalier took up the subject anew and endeavored 
to forecast the commercial and social effects ,vhich the 
decline of gold might han in the future. In England 
several statisticians noticed the same depreciation about 
the same time. ~ewmarch and ~lacculloch doubted it. 
But in 1863 Stanley J evons demonstrated it in his essay, 
'A ;-;erious Fall in the Yalue of Gold Ascertained and Its 
Social Effects Set Forth.' Ten years later De Faville, 
after a long and laborious innstigation, came also to the 
conclusion that there had been a decrease in the pur
chasing po,ver of money. 

"While the value of gold ,,·as thus declining there was 
a sudden and extraordinary increase in the supply of the 
metal. From 1831 to 1840 the annual production had 
not exceeded, on an average, 20,289 kilograms, or $13,-
484,000. From 1841 to 1850, after the rich auriferous 
deposits of the l.~ral, and especially of ;-;iberia, had begun 
to be worked, the average annual product rme to 54.7 59 
kilograms. or $36,393,000. The annual aHrage ,vas 
abruptly raised by the clisco,·ery of the gold diggings of 
California and Australia to 199,388 kilograms, or $132,-
513,000, from 1851 to 1855, and to an annual average 
of 101,750 kilograms, or ~T 3-4.083,000, from 1856 to 
186o. The production subsequently averaged 185,057 
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kilograms, or $122,989,000, from 1861 to 1865, and 195,-
026 kilograms, or $129,614,000, from 1866 to 1870. From 
1493, that is from the discovery of America, until 1850, 
that is in 357 years, the quantity produced was 4.752,070 
kilograms, or $3,158,223,000. From 1851 to 1870, in 20 
years, the quantity of gold produced was 3,905,205 kilo
grams, or $2,595,996,000. This newly extracted gold, 
therefore, represented more than 82 per cent of the pro
duction anterior to 1850, and more than 45 per cent of the 
total production after 1493. 

··It is easy to see that such a revolution in the condi
tions of production caused a decline of gold \\·hich be
came manifest in a rise of prices. 

"The rise of prices was general at first. In 1858, ac
cording to Levasseur, the price of wheat, compared with 
the price in 1848, had doubled; the price of natural prod
ucts, compared with the price in 1847, had increased 67.19 
per cent; the price of manufactured articles compared 
with that of 1847 had risen 14.94 per cent; the average 
prices of a~l commodities had increased 41.61 per cent. 
The learned writer took care to remark that the rise of 
prices \Yas not due exclusively to the decline of gold. He 
admitted, in the first place, that war and famine had 
caused a rise of about 20 per cent in the prices of natural 
as distinguished from manufactured products, and of 2 

per cent in manufactured products, and that, besides, 
speculation in 1856 had swollen all prices to the extent of 
5 per cent. Leaving out of consideration these transi
tory causes, natural products had increased, in 1858, by 
42.19 per cent, manufactured products hy 7.94 per cent, 
all commodities considered as a whole by an average of 
25 per cent. From this rise of 25 per cent it was neces
sary to deduct 5 per cent in order to take into acrnunt 
the effect of the developments of industry and of the in-
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crease of the number of consumers. As a final result he 
found that the greater abundance of gold had caused a 
rise of 20 per cent in prices. A decline in the value of 
money thus amounted to 16.67 per cent. 

"In 1863 Stanley J e,·ons reached a conclusion almost 
the same. He believed that the decline of gold could not 
be less than 15 per cent, and that it might be more. In 
1863, or thereabouts, the consequences of the decline be
gan to be less apparent than in 1858. The general rise 
of prices was succeeded b,· movements of a very different 
kind. Several causes \Yhich :.Ir. Levasseur had already 
dra,rn attention to began either to counteract or to 
strengthen the effects of the plentifulness of the standard 
metal, so that in the case of certain commodities there 
came a decline instead of a rise, while in others the de
cline became greater still. 

"In 1873, when :.Ir. De Foville published the results 
of his i11Yestigations concerning prices, the movement, 
\\·hich in 1850 was faintly outlined, became ,·ery marked 
and \\·ell defined. That \\Titer showed that the prices of 
1873 presented, as compared \Yith those of half a century 
before, a rise of 90 per cent for foods of animal origin, 
of 30 per cent for wgetable foods, and 45 per cent for 
domestic liquors. He showed, on the other hand, a de
cline of prices of 35 per cent for mineral products, of 50 
per cent for textiles and 45 per cent for chemical products, 
glassware and paper. 

''By a combination of rises and declines of prices, ac
cording to the method ,Yhich he called that of budget 
averages, :.Ir. De Foville came to the conclusion that 
there had been an increase of 33 per cent in the prices of 
~ommoclities, corresponding to a decrease of 25 per cent 
111 the purchasing power of money from the period 1820-
25 to 1870-75. 
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"It will be remarked that in this period of fifty years 
the quantity of gold produced almost trebled as compared 
with the 332 years between 1493 and 1825. The quanti
ties produced amounted in 1825 to 3,926,510 kilograms, 
or $2,609,558,000, and in 1875 to <).523,696 kilograms, or 
$6,329,448,000. Yet the decline of gold was only 25 per 
cent. It must be remarked, however, that this deprecia
tion of 25 per cent \\'as due to a combination of causes of 
various kinds, and was not due entirely to the abundance 
of gold. Between 1825 and 1875 an economic revolution 
was accomplished in the world greater than most politi
cal revolutions. To describe the revolution just referred 
to would be to \\'rite the industrial, commercial, financial 
and monetary history of those fifty years. 

"Judging from the effect of the gold discoveries in 
California and Australia in gradually raising general 
prices from 1850 to 1873 or thereabouts, it would be only 
natural to conclude that the effect of the nO\\' rapidly in
creasing conditions made annually to the world's product 
in the Transvaal, Australia, the United States, Russia 
and in the Klondike district would have a similar effect, 
provided they bore something like the same proportion 
to the already existing stock of gold as did those of Cali
fornia and Australia to the stock already on hand in 1850. 
Since 1871 the production of gold has been about 5,200,-
000 kilograms, or $3,455,920,000, or \\·ill be by the end of 
the present year. Since 1886 alone the product has been 
about 2,718,000 kilograms, or $1,8o6,383,ooo. The gold 
product from 1886 to 1897 has been nearly 25 per cent of 
the total output of the gold mines of the world from q<J3 
to 1885, and the total product of golcl from 1871 to 1897 
has been approximately 60 per cent of the world's product 
of that metal from the discovery of America to 1870. 

"Such an enormous production of gold since 1870 
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\\·ould lead one to belien that there \\'Ot1ld necessarily be 
caused thereby a great rise of prices. But as a matter 
of fact the contrary has, on the \\·hole, been the case. :\ 
general decline of prices began in 1873, and notwithstand
ing the vast increase in the world's stock of gold just re
ferred to, the decline still continues. Economists and 
statisticians of great merit belie,·e that this general de
cline is clue to "·hat they call the appreciation of gold, 
although how there can be an appreciation of gold \\·hen 
the world"s output of the metal since 1871 has been about 
6o per cent of its total product from q.93 to 1870 they do 
not explain. 

''This vast increase in the gold stock of the \\·orld has 
found expression in the 10\\'ness of the rate of discount, 
in the facility with \Yhich municipalities and states effect 
loans of great magnitude at a rate of interest lower than 
ever before in the history of the ,rnrld, and in the ,·ast 
accumulation of gold and silwr bullion in the great banks 
of the \\·oriel. The fact that prices have not risen as a con
sequence of the increase is undoubted evidence that the 
causes of their decline have their source elsewhere than 
in the scarcity of gold or of money in general. For, as 
remarked above, there is no\\· more gold available for 
monetary purposes than there \\'as gold and silwr before 
the decline of prices began.· X ot only this. but the substi
tutes for money \\·ith \\'hich every business man is familiar 
haYe vastly increased since 1873. \\'ith the development 
of credit that now obtains in the world the quantity of 
the media of circulation can have no controlling influence 
on the prices of commodities. 

"I know it is almost a despairing view to take that, 
notwithstanding the vast additions yearly making to the 
gold stock of the world, there is no immediate prospect 
of a general rise of prices from that cause; and yet. con-
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sidering the simple fact that the addition to the world's 
gold stock since 1871 has been nearly 60 per cent of the 
world's output of this metal from the discovery of Amer
ica up to 1870, and that the product since 1886 up to the 
encl of 1897 (an estimate of $240,000,000 being made for 
that year) was nearly 25 per cent of the total product 
from 1493 to 1885, I can reach no other conclusion. The 
great addition to the world's stock of gold since 1873 is 
a demonstrated fact, but so also is the continued decline 
of prices. 

"The advocates of silver maintain that the decline is 
due to the demonetization of that metal and the conse
quent scarcity of money. Yet money was neYer more 
plentiful, rates of discount and interest never lo,ver, ac
cumulations in the banks never greater. 

"These facts conclusively refute their contention. 
":.lay not the true cause be found in the stability of 

the value of gold-the most desirable quality in a money 
metal-and in the improvement in technical processes 
and the cheapening of transportation-an improvement 
and a cheapening still going on--as well as in the almost 
universal substitution of machine for human labor?'' 

It is reported from London that Russian expeditions 
have discovered gold fields in the vicinity of the sea of 
Okhotsk and that the government is about to send to 
the peninsula of Kamchatka to develop the supposed gold 
region there. This report caused great interest in the 
country, especially among those who are following closely 
the enormous gold developments of the world which have 
recently occurred. An examination of the map of North 
America \Yill show at a glance that the great gold field 
of Alaska, which is now being developed, is a part of the 
same general line of mountains which supplied the enor
mous gold production of California; indeed, the same 
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general line which produced the gold of Peru, of Cen
tral America, of the Cnited States and now of Alaska 

and the Klondike. This mountain range seems to cross 

from the ~ orth American continent to Asia at the Bering 

straits, and the extension of this general range across 
into Asia covers the very country into which the Russian 

government is pressing gold developments and the gen
eral search for gold. The report announces that a Rus

sian expedition has disconred 12 gold regions in the 
Yicinitv of the sea of Okhotsk, and it believes that the 
wester~ peninsula of Kamchatka will develop gold fields 
which will, as the dispatch puts it, ''be a second Califor
nia." 

:.\larcus Baker, of the lJ nited States geological survey, 
commenting on the ne\\'s from London, said: 

"\\'hether the prediction of the Russians that they are 
to develop gold fields in Kamchatka ,vhich will rival the 

early history of our California gold fields is to be realized 
or not, certainly there can be no doubt that the gold of 
the \\'Oriel has enormously increased and is now increasing 

wonderfully. There are two distinct gold fields to-day 
which are producing gold in very great quantities, South 
Africa and X orth America. The Alaska fields are, of 
course, a part of the same general line of mountains 
\\'hich developed such \\'Onderful gold deposits in our own 
territory less than half a century ago, and whether the 

mountains of Kamchatka and Siberia are a part of the 
same general system or not, it would not be surprising ii 
these reports of large gold deposits there should also be 

confirmed. The fact is, there is a greater incentive to 
the production of gold to-day than ever before. 

"There are two or three reasons for this. First, 

s_ilver is so cheap that there is less incentive for its produc
t10n, and the people who had formerly given their atten-
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tion to the mining of silver are now looking for new gold 
fields; second, gold mining and gold production becomes 
easier every year, as new methods develop and new dis
coveries are made. Take the great gold fields of Cali
fornia, which were supposed to be worked out years ago: 
the cyanide process now gives promise of making them 
again productive, and it is quite probable that it will be 
profitable to work over all the rejected material which 
was thrown away by the men who covered that great 
gold field and to produce from it great quantities of gold. 
This is not unlikely to be the case further south, in :.Iex
ico, Central America and Peru where such quantities of 
gold \\'ere mined many years ago. Add to this the gold 
developments of South Africa, Australia, X orth America 
and prospective Siberia, and it is not surprising that the 
gold production of the world is more than keeping pace 
with the growth of business. As everybody knows, the 
gold production of the world has steadily increased dur
ing the past few years, that of last year having been 
greater than any in the known history of the world, \\'hile 
all indications now point to a still greater increased pro
duction for 1897 ... 

1'Ir. Baker's remarks that the gold production of the 
,vorkl has increased \\'ith such rapidity suggests some 
inquiry upon this subject. The inquiry shows that the 
gold of the world to-day is nearly or quite three times a, 
much as it was 50 years ago. :.Iulhall, who has been 
widely quoted in the papers of the l:" nited States in the 
past few weeks, indicates in his latest dictionary of statis
tics that the amount of gold in the \\"Oriel, coined and un
coined, 50 years ago, amounted to less than $2,500,000,-
000. Taking his figures for 1890 and adding the produc
tion since that time, it would appear that the gold of the 
world to-day. coined and uncoined, is over $7,000,000,-
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ooo, being nearly or quite three times as much as it was 
50 years ago. Had there been no increase in the popula
tion meantime there would thus be three times as much 
gold for each person now as there was half a century ago. 
But the population of the world has increased 50 per cent 
in that time, so that the amount of gold for each individ
ual is therefore about t,Yice what it \Yas at that time. This, 
however, relates to gold in bulk and not gold money. 

A further study of statistics shmvs that the increase 
in the production of the gold which is coined into money 
has been as great as the increase in the production of 
the metal itself. Fifty years ago only 33 per cent of the 
gold in the world was coined: now, 66 per cent is coined 
money. So it appears that while the amount of gold in 
the world for each individual has been doubled in 50 
years, the proportion of that gold which has been turned 
into coin has also been doubled, thus making the gold 
money of the world four times as much per individual 
as it was 50 years ago. 

This increase in gold, coupled with the increase in per
centage of that metal which is coined is one of the 
important facts to be taken into consideration in the de
termination of the cause of the falling off in the demand 
for silver and the consequent falling off in its price. 
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CHAPTER XX\". 

A MODEL INDIAN TOWN. 

LITTLE CITY of :\Ietlakahtla, in Alaska, 
is owned and governed entirely by Indians, 
and it has a history that is not paralleled 
in any other part of the world. William J. 
Jones, who has been sent to the Klondike 
country by the CHICAGO RECORD, 

, ~ visited the Indians' city on his ,vay to the 
gold country and sent back a letter, describing the inter
esting community. He wrote: 

":\letlakahtla is nestled on the east side of Annette 
island and is one of the first ports of call on the south
east coast of Alaska. From two mountains with frown
ing peaks \\'hich profile the clear western sky comes dash
ing down from their snow-capped summits a volume of 
water ,vhich is one of the scenic attractions of this pic
turesque coast. The city itself is in an advanced state 
of improvement, and the inhabitants, \\·hose ancestors 
some forty years ago ,n·re blood-thirsty savages, have 
developed a remarkable character for utilizing the mod
ern arts of civilization. 

"A little over t\\"O score of years ago the Rev. William 
Duncan, representing the Church of England, first \\'ent 
among this tribe of Indians and sought to plant the first 
seeds of Christianity in their savage natures. They were 
then living on the Skeena river, in British territory, and 
\\·hat few white men had up to that time dared to invade 
their territory of savagery had been put to death. It 
required nearly thirty years to wean them from the teach-
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ings of their ancestors of centuries gone by, and many 
times, so ::\Ir. Duncan informed me, his life was in great 
danger; but never once did he betray the slightest sus
picion of fear for his own or :'.\frs. Duncan's safety. By 
kind acts. religious teachings and trusting them in all 
things, the good missionary was successful in winning 
the whole tribe of some 500 people over to the apprecia
tion of the advantages of religious and commercial civil
ization. 

"At the opportune time he applied to the dominion 
government for the exclusive reservation of the site 
occupied by the tribe, and asked for protection against 
the encroachment of the \Yhites. The request was refused 
and the proposition \\·as laid before the American con
gress, and one of the last official acts of President Arthur 
was to sign a bill for the absolute transfer of Annette 
island to the tribe of :\Ietlakahtla Indians. In 1888. 
under the direction of :'.\lr. Duncan, the Indians moved 
to the island, laid out and began the occupation of the 
town site of }Ietlakahtla. \Yhat \Yas then a wilderness 
is nm\" a thriving little city. and is policed and governed 
in much the same manner as the municipalities of the 
states. An Indian magistrate, elected by the household
ers. adjusts all disputes and decrees judgments for Yiola
tion of any of the city's ordinances. A council of ten 
delegates, ,Yhich is elected annually by popular vote, 
adopts the laws and native police officers enforce its 
decrees. X ot a drop of spirits is allowed on the island, 
and there is only one man of this colony of 800 Indians 
who uses tobacco, and he is nearh· 80 vears old. 

"\\.bite people are discouraged ·from ·coming here; the 
Indians want to be left alone to pursue their work. A 
large salmon cannery affords emplovment for nearlv 200 
people in both canning and fishing, and eYery d~part-
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ment is in charge of an experienced Indian, and many 
of them are exceptionally well trained and skillful in 
attending to their difficult duties. Last year they sold 
over 18,000 cases of salmon for $3.25 a case. The ma
chinery is of modern pattern, operated by steam and 
managed by natives. Close by is the sawmill, which 
manufactures a high grade of lumber, and has a capacity 
of 10,000 feet a day. Scattered throughout the city are 
six stores, all well stocked with staple. articles of com
merce, and it is particularly noticeable that there is a 
general lack of cheap jewelry or catch-penny Yankee 
notions. In all of the stores I only noticed one white 
shirt for sale, and it was marked at 55 cents. The streets 
are laid off on straight lines, and substantial broad side
walks lead to all parts of the city. Each family live:=; in a 
neat one or two story cottage, neatly painted, and in 
the center of large-sized lots, in which grow all kinds 
of vegetables, flowers and house plants. The dwelling~ 
are painted white, and the rooms are as comfortably fur
nished as the majority of houses in more civilized com
munities. One feature in particular I noticed was the 
large, open and old-fashioned fireplaces that were so 
noticeable in the times succeeding the colonial clays. 

"A large school, divided into three departments, two 
of which are under the control of white people, and the 
other-the juvenile class-is taught by a native, furnishes 
the necessary educational facilities. The average daily 
attendance, I am told, is about ninety pupils. A hand
some, large church building, the interior of which is 
tastily arranged, and \Yith a seating capacity of about 
600, is the place where these people assemble each Sun
day for worship. One of the attractive features of this 
unique community is the native band of thirty pieces. 
The music is good, and many of the national airs are 
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played two or three times a week. The leader is a_ full
blooded Indian by the name of Ben Halden, and 1s 24 
years old. He can play a tune on any instrument on the 
island and the onlY instruction he ever received was 
from ;Ir. Duncan. The string band is exceptionally good 
and affords music for all dances and entertainments. An 
electric plant is being installed, and next winter every 
dwelling will be supplied ,Yith artificial illumination. 

''Happy and contented as these people are in their 
little island homes, surrounded with all the necessary 
comforts of ciYilization, it has not been their province 
to escape from the attempted enforcement, or, rather, 
encroachment of \\·hat is regarded as modern civilization. 
Their little island was invaded by prospectors in their 
efforts to find gold, and some few miles distant rich and 
Yaluable quartz ledges were discovered and at once a 
company of rich men ,ms formed in San Francisco to 
wrest the wealth away from the rightful owners. The 
good guardian of the community, the ReY. ~Ir. Duncan, 
went to \ Vashington and told the president about his 
little colony. its prosperous condition, and asked to have 
their island freed from the threatened i1wasion of white 
men. The appeal was not in vain, and the secretary of 
the interior has just instructed the United States district 
attorney of Alaska to order the prospectors to vacate 
the island under penalty of prosecution for trespassing. 

"The founder of this remarkable little colony and 
\Yhich is about the only tribe of Indians on th~' coast 
which has not suffered or deteriorated greatly from the 
effects of religious contagion, is a short, little old man 
\\·ho is passing dO\rn the shady side of three-score and 
ten years. His eyes are bright, his step elastic, and his 
\\·hole demeanor denotes the vast reserve and control 
over an abundance of will power. In his nery effort 
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in behalf of his charges he is sincere, and their success 
parallels his 0\\'11 happiness. Already he realizes the 
approach of the first golden rays of the sunset of his exist
ence, and is no\\' planning and laying out the \\'Ork for 
the education and guidance of his successor, \Yho will 
soon be nominated." 

The Episcopal mission at Circle City recently estab
lished a hospital. a much-needed institution in a place 
,,·here every man is supposed to be for himself alone. 
Bishop Rowe of the Alaska diocese, recently gave some 
interesting facts about the field of mission work under 
his charge. The bishop, whose official residence is in 
Sitka, personally makes the round of all the stations of 
the interior, that he may get a better understanding of 
the work, ,,·hich for the greater part is among the Indians. 

There are three missions-St. James, Fort Yukon and 
Circle City-that administer to about 2,000 natives, 1,300 

of \Yhom are baptismal members of the church; and there 
are several other stations besides these. .:\Inch pains
taking \\'Ork has been clone in offering them the scripture 
in a way that they can understand. .:\Iany of the Indians 
can read in their own language, \Yhich, as printed, con
sists of a literature of translations of the bible, prayer
book and hymn-book. These Indians seem particularly 
susceptible to religious teaching. At Anvik, near the 
mouth of the river, there are commodious, ,,·e11-built 
mission buildings in a beautiful location. The Rev. J. \\'. 
Chapman is in charge. In addition to religious teaching 
there is a day and boarding school that has made notice
able progress in enlightening the people. A little educa
tion seems to show more quickly when applied to an 
Indian than it does on any other race. It shows on the 
surface. It smooths out the wrinkles on his forehea(l as 
if the tangled threads of life had been set aright. He 
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looks much better, and no doubt the effect is far-reach

ing. 
The impressive form of the Episcopal service is ren

dered in church, with some additions, in that the cate
chetical part is repeated O\'er again in the Indian lan
guage. The responses by the dark portion of the congre
gation are solemnly and religiously performed, even the 
little children giving almost painful attention and lisping 
the strange words, to the wonder of the \Yhite contingent. 
Then as best they can they follow somewhat laboriously 
in the singing. 

A thousand miles is as nothing in Bishop Rowe's juris
diction. It is more than that far from AnYik to Circle 
City. and yet they are spoken of as neighbors. The Rev. 
]. L. Prevost has charge spiritually of the few hundred 
miles of the riwr. \\'hich includes the mining towns and 
the post at the mouth of Tanana riwr, which latter place 
is called Fort Adams; the mission is designated St. 
James. :\Ir. Prevost has made that station his residence 
for two or three years. A boarding school for natives 
is there, and among other enlightening influences he has 
started a small newspaper, which is issued reel-hot from 
the press twice a year, and it is a \'ery interesting little 
paper, for it contains the news or the country-something 
of all that is going on-from Herschel island to the 
mines and from Bering sea to ~Iackenzie river. :-Ir. Pre
vost has a small steamboat at his disposal and is enabled 
to mon thoroughly over his field. The \York of relig
ious teaching at Fort Yukon for the most part has been 
deputed to a natin catechist. 

Other protestant denominations have missions on the 
Yukon and along the coast off Alaska, notably the Pres
byterians and the :\ T ethodists, and besides these the Cath
olics and the Greek church have long had a strong foot-
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hold among the Eskimos and Indians. There are several 
Catholic schools that have clone much for the natives. 

The work of the protestant missionaries \Yill be facili
tated by the introduction of the little Siberian reindeer, 
provided the experiment proves a success, \\'hich now 
seems likely, although it will be rather slo\\' in practical 
benefits. The Eskimos will need to be patiently taught 
new traits. Their natural inclination is to kill and eat. 
This likewise is the ruling passion of their clogs, and 
both must be trained and restrained. 

The majority of the protestant missionaries are mar
ried, and, of course, have their families with them. There 
are those, especially of the Church of England missions, 
who have almost grown old in this particular field. Bishop 
Bompas of the Selkirk diocese has been in the country 
since the establishment of the mission, thirty years ago. 
It is said he can take a slab of dried salmon in each pocket 
and for a few days out-travel an Indian courier. And 
the worthy bishop, while extending that sway of the 
gospel, has taken some thought at odd times of \\'Orielly 
matters. His wealth is estimated at $250,000. 

Dr. Sheldon Jackson, the philanthropist of Alaskan 
fame, has been for nearly t\\'enty years identified \Yith the 
country, and he has also become a wealthy man and 
owns valuable property in the ·cnited States. The 
Jesuits enter the field, of course, to stay. Father Bar
num, a brilliant man, when asked when he was coming 
back to the world again, said: 

''Oh, never, my child, to stay any length of time. A 
Jesuit, you know, volunteers for life. :\ly place is among 
the Eskimos." 

A story is told of two missionaries, both nominally of 
the same faith, who were established at Point Barrow, 
which is the yery northernmost point of land in Alaska, 
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jutting away out into the Arctic ocean, and almost within 
signaling distance of the north pole. At the beginning 
of ,vinter, when the nearest other ,Yhite men \\ere 500 
miles a\\·ay, they fell out \\ith each other, and both got 
so mad that they wouldn't speak; and it was for keeps, 
too. During the long winter they lived in the same 
house, but neither ever said a word or paid any attention 
to the other any more than if he was not there. They 
read a good deal and stared at the wall right straight 
past each other, and when they got Yery lonesome they 
went out and talked to the Eskimos. \\'hen they came 
back and met again the_•, didn't even recognize each 
other's presence so far as to look disgusted. Time passed 
n:Ty slowly \\·ith them. In fact, the missionary that came 
away in the boat when summer came admitted that it \\"as 
the longest winter he ever experienced. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

GAME IN THE KLONDIKE COUNTRY. 

A11 E is not so plentiful in the known 
gold placer area of Alaska as an en
thusiastic \"imrod might wish. Still it 
is not necessary for everybody to feed 
on dog meat on the l' pper Yukon river 
and in the vicinity of the Klondike gold 
field in winter, as a member of a party 

which was up there said several of the members dicl. He 
refused the dish, but at the same time he acknowledged 
that more than once after food had been thrown to the 
dogs, literally speaking. he had snatched it a,Yay from 
them before they could eat it. Fish which small worms 
had appropriated to themseln·s he did not hesitate to eat, 
he said, and \\·as glad to get it. 

That is one of the great troubles which will be encoun
tered by persons visiting the gold field. The farther up 
the Yukon one travels the scarcer becomes the food sup
ply, until in the Klondike region and thereabouts it ceases 
almost entirely. There is practically no large game, with 
the exception of one or t\\·o moose and reindeer, which 
have become separated from the rest of the herd and 
wandered Jut there. So that prospectors \Yho intend 
visiting the field should not rely in the least on the re
sources of the country to feed them. There may be 
a fc\\· rabbits, ducks, and geese in the spring, which dis
appear very quickly. These are not sufficient to supply 
even the wants of the few natives who wander nomad
ically about the region. 



368 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

Lower clown the Yukon, at certain seasons of the year. 
there is abundance of game, probably from 400 to 500 

miles from the Klondike river. The moose is about the 
largest of the mammals, ,vhile the reindeer is fairly plenti
ful. As the population has increased the game has cor
respondingly decreased, and in the winter the Indians 
there have had hard time securing food, as they are 
very improvident. During the season when it is abun
dant they never think of laying by a supply. There are 
beavers on the streams and various kinds of deer, bear, 
and caribou. In the winter months these go south and 
disappear almost entirely. The polar bear is found sev
eral degrees farther north, never appearing in that vi
cinity. 

In the mountain streams ,vhich feed the Yukon river, 
up toward its head, near the Kathul mountain, there are 
mountain trout of good size and flavor. :-Iany of these 
streams clry up in the winter. as they are feel by glaciers, 
which, of course, in cold weather are frozen entirely. The 
salmon is found in the Yukon, but only lower clown, to
ward St. :-Iichael. Occasionally they are caught pigh up 
on the Yukon, but the water is rather cold for them. 
There is a sort of fish known as the white fish which is 
found near the Klondike river. and is said to be excellent 
eating. It ranges in size about the same as our black 
bass, and is one of the chief mainstays of the Indians. In 
winter, if it is not too cold, holes are cut in the ice and 
the fish pulled out by means of bone hooks. They are 
more plentiful than any other kind, and the ice-oold 
water appears to be their natural habitat. 

Early in the spring water fo\\'l. such as ducks, geese, 
and s,van, put in an appearance, but they do not tarry 
long, and wend their way after a stay of only a few days. 
They are very plentiful when they do appear, and the 
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natives kill them by hundreds. The trouble is, ho\\'ever, 
that things of the kind do not last as they do in warmer 
climates. 

Reindeer formerly were seen in very large numbers 
on the Yukon, some two or three hundred miles from 
\\'here the Klondike flows into it, and a gentleman who 
spent two or three winters there several years ago said 
recently that he had seen a herd of at, least 5,000 
cross the river on the ice in one day. He also saw moose 
and caribou in herds of large number, but such an 
occurrence is an unusual rather than a common one. 

William Ogilvie had this to say in his report to the 
Canadian government in regard to the animals and fish 
found in the Yukon district: 

''Game is not no\\' as abundant as before mining be
gan, and it is difficult, in fact impossible, to get any 
close to the river. The Indians have to ascend the tribu
tary streams ten to twenty miles to get anything \\'Orth 
going after. Here on the uplands vast herds of caribou 
still wander, and \\'hen the Indians encounter a herd they 
allow very fe\\· to escape, even though they do not require 
the meat. \ \'hen they have plenty they are not at all 
provident, and consequently are often in want when game 
is scarce. They often kill animals ,,·hich they know are 
so poor as to be useless for food, just for the love of 
slaughter. 

"An Indian who was with me one day sa\\' two caribou 
passing and wanted me to shoot them. I explained to 
him that we had plenty, and that I woukl not destroy 
them uselessly, but this did not accord with his ideas. He 
felt displeased because I did not kill them myself or lend 
him my rifle for the purpose, and remarked in as good 
English as he could command: 'I like to kill whenever 
I see it.' 
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"Some years ago moose were very numerous along 
the river, but no,,· they are very seldom seen, except 
at some distance back of it. Early in the winter of 1887-
88 the Indians remained around the miners' camps, and 
subsisted by begging until all further charity \Yas refused. 
Even this for some time did not stir them, and it was not 
until near Christmas that sheer hunger drove them off 
to hunt. One party went up the Tat-on-due some fifteen 
or t\\·enty miles, and in a short time ,,·as revelling in 
game, especially caribou. The other party did not suc
ceed for some time in getting anything, although a large 
district \Yas searched over. but finallv went up Coal creek 
about t,,-enty miles, and there killed eighteen moose in 
one day. They brought in t,,·o thousand pounds of the 
meat to the post, and sold it for ten cents per pound 
to the miners, with whom it ,,·as in great demand on 
account of the prevalence of srnn·y in the camp. A 
boom in mining would soon exterminate the game in the 
district along the river. 

"There are two species of caribou in the country; one, 
the ordinary kind, found in most parts of the nortlrn·est, 
and said to much resemble the reindeer; the other, called 
the wood caribou, a much larger and more beautiful ani
mal. Except that the antlers are much smaller. it appears 
to me to resemble the elk or wapiti. The ordinary cari
bou runs in herds, often numbering hundreds. It is 
easily approached, and, when fired at, jumps around 
awhile as though undecided what to do; it then runs a 
short distance, but just as likely towards the hunter as 
from him, stops again, and so on for a number of times. 
At last, after many of them have been killed, the remain
der start on a continuous run, and probably do not stop 
until they have covered twenty or thirty miles. \\"hen the 
Indians find a herd they surround it. gradually contract-
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ing the circle thus formed, \\'hen the animals, being too 
timid to escape by a sudden rush, are slaughtered whole
sale. 

"There are four species of bear found in the district
the grizzly, bro\\'n, black, and a small kind, locally known 
as the 'silver tip,' the latter being gray in color, ,yith a 
white throat and beard, whence its name. It is said to 
be fierce, and not to \Yait to be attacked, but to attack on 
sight. I had not the pleasure of seeing any, but heard 
many yarns about them, some of which, I think, \HTl' 

hunters' tales. It appears, however, that miners and 
Indians, unless traveling in numbers, or specially \\'ell 
armed, gin· them as \\'ide a berth as they conveniently 
can. \\.olns are not plentiful. A few of the common 
gray species only are killed, the black being very scarce. 

"The Arctic rabbit or hare is sometimes found, but 
they are not numerous. There is a curious fact in con
nection ,Yith the ordinary hare or rabbit which I have 
observed, but of which I have never yet seen any satisfac
tory explanation. Their numbers vary from a very fe,\' 
to myriads in periods of seven years. For about three 
years one may travel for days without seeing more than 
a sign of them; then for t\\·o years they are numerous, 
and increase for two years more, until finally the country 
is alive ,Yith them, when they begin to disappear; and in 
a few months there is none to be seen. If it is an epi
demic that carries them off, it is strange that their car
casses are never observed in any number. 

"It appears the martens are also subject to a periodical 
increase and decrease, and in this case a satisfactory 
explanation of the cause is also wanting. 

''The principal furs procured in the district are the 
silver-gray and black fox, the number of which bears a 
greater ratio to the number of red foxes than in any 
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other part of the country. The red fox is ,·cry common. 
and a species called the 'blue' is abundant near the coast. 
Marten, or sable, are also numerous, as are lynx; but 
otter are scarce, and beaver almost unknown. 

"It is probable that the value of the gray and black fox 
skins taken out of the country more than equals in value 
all the other furs. I could get no statistics concerning 
this trade for obvious reasons. The mountain sheep (big
horn), and mountain goats exist everywhere in the terri
tory; but, as they generally frequent the sides of the 
highest mountains they are seldom seen from the river. 

"Birds are scarce. A few ravens were seen along the 
river, and three or four remained in the vicinity of the 
boundary all winter. They were generally more active 
and noisy on stormy clays than at other times, and their 
hoarse croaks had a dismal sound amid the roar of the 
elements. 

"A few magpies \\·ere seen near X ordenskiolcl river, 
and a few white-headed eagles \Yere also noticed. 

"During the winter, near the boundary, numbers of 
small birds, somewhat resembling the 'chickadee,' were 
seen, but they were much larger and had not the same 
note. Of owls, not a specimen \\·as met ,,·ith any,vhere. 
Partridges \\·ere very scarce, only half a dozen or so 
of the ordinary kind being noticed; but at the head of 
the Tat-on-clue and Porcupine, ptarmigan \\·ere abun
dant. \Yilcl geese and clucks are plentiful in their season, 
and of clucks there are many more species than I have 
seen in any other part of the territory. ~Iost of these 
were observed on the head of the Porcupine: but, having 
no means of preserving the skins, I had to come a,Yay 
without specimens. 

·· :\ vny beautiful species of loon or diver was met 
with on the Porcupine. It is smaller than the great north-
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ern diver, but marked much the same on the body, the 
difference being principally in the head and neck-the 
bill is sharper and finer and the head smaller; but its 
chief distinguishing feature is the neck, \\·hich is covered 
with long, beautiful dun-colored clown for more than half 
its length from the head clmrn,Yarcl. I tried to kill one 
so as to get the skin as a specimen, but after I had fired 
three times at close range \Yith heavy shot it seemed as 
lively as if I had not fired at all. I then killed it \Yith my 
rifle. but the bullet so tore and mangled the skin that it 
,,·as useless. 

"\ Yith the exception of a small species, locally called 
the 'Arctic' trout, fish are not numerous in the district. 
Schwatka calls this trout the 'grayling,' but from the 
descriptions and drawings of that fish which I have seen 
this is a different fish. It seldom exceeds ten inches in 
length, and has fins \'Cry large for its size, \\·hich give it, 
when in motion, the appearance of having wings. Its 
dorsal fin is \'cry large, being fully half the length of the 
body, and very high. It is of a brownish gray color on 
the back and sides, and lighter on the belly. It is found 
in large numbers in the upper part of the river, especially 
where the current is S\\'ift, and takes any kind of bait 
greedily. 

"The flesh is some\\·hat soft and not yery palatable. 
Lake trout are caught in the lakes, but as far I sa\\' are 
not numerous nor of large size. They take a troll bait 
readily, and a few were caught in that way coming clo\\'n 
the lakes, but the largest did not weigh more than six or 
seven pounds. Salmon came up, I was assured by sev
eral Indians, natives of the district, as far as Lake Le
Barge, and are never found above it, but Dr. Dawson 
reports their dead bodies along the river for some miles 
above the canyon. I mention this to show the unreliabil-
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ity of information received from the natives, who fre
quently neither understand nor are understood. 

''On the \Yay clown salmon \\·ere first seen t\\'enty or 
twenty-five miles above Five-Finger rapids. One can 
easily trace their passage through the water by the slight 
ripple they make on the surface and, with care, they can 
be taken by gently placing a scoop net in their \Yay and 
lifting them out \Yhen they enter it. After coming up the 
river t\\'o thousand miles they are poor, and ,vould not 
realize much in the market. At the boundary, in the early 
winter months, the Indians caught some that were frozen 
in on small streams, and fed them to their clogs. Some 
of these I saw; they were poor and spent." 
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CHAPTER XX\.II. 

DOGS, INDIANS AND REINDEER. 

tbis country has been reduced consid
erably since the Klondike feyer set in, 
and in Seattle, Tacoma and P01iland 

clogs, good, broad-footed, thick-necked, shaggy-haired 
canines, haYe become more valuable than horses. 

This unique condition of affairs results from the great 
and growing demand for clogs to be used in hauling 
sledges in the Yukon country. Alaska. \ \'hile thousands 
of horses for which their owners cannot get $3 a head 
are roaming over the plains of eastern \ \' ashington and 
Oregon, goocl-sizecl clogs are bringing $15 to $30 each in 
the local markets of Seattle ancl Tacoma. At Juneau their 
value is double that sum and on the Yukon river a good 
dog brings from $100 to $150. To the Yukon miner the 
dog has become ,Yhat the reindeer is to the Laplander 
and the pony to the co\\·boys of Texas and :\Iexico-a 
beast of service, and a most valuable one. 

Every steamer sailing for Alaska since the spring of 
1897 past has borne nortlrn·anl several dozen dogs des
tined for service in front of heavily laden sledges. They 
are taken by boat to Dyea, at the head of salt-water navi
gation, and there are put in harness to assist in hauling 
the precious outfits and supplies over the Chilkoot pass 
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and down the farther slopes to the series of fresh-water 
lakes forming the headwaters of the Yukon's tributaries. 
Up to l\lay, ,,·hen the ice breaks up, dog teams slide over 
the smooth surfaces of these lakes with surprising rapid
ity, considering the loads they haul. There are portages 
to be made around dangerous rapids, and here again 
their services are invaluable. Arrived at the central posts, 
such as Dawson City. Forty :,Iile or Circle City, both 
men and clogs take a rest, but in most cases the dogs are 
put into harness again for a trip to the diggings. 

The sledge clogs are too valuable not to receive good 
care where that is possible. Their owners' first care in 
this respect is to obtain plenty of food for them, which 
consists principally of fish, usually salmon, caught in 
the Yukon rinr by the natives. :\n ordinary dog "·ill 
eat daily t,,·o pounds of dried salmon, which equals seven 
pounds of fresh fish. At Forty :,lile last ,Yinter dried 
salmon sold at 20 to 50 cents a pound, and bacon that 
\Yas fit only for clogs to eat sold at 371 cents a pound. 
In some of the larger camps on the Yukon <log boarding 
houses have been established. Here the dogs are cared 
for properly at from $6 to $rs a month, according to the 
season and the price of the food. 

The native Ynkon dog is much more valuable than the 
importations from Puget rnund. The dogs must be ac
climated in order to stand the severities of the winter. 
It is found that dogs taken from :,[ontana and Dakota 
endure the Yukon winters with le:-s suffering than those 
bred in the milder climate of Puget sound. T,,·o splendid 
native Alaskan specimens were brought to Tacoma, their 
owner finding it cheaper to pay their passage on the 
steamer than to have them boarded at Dyea during his 
trip for supplies. The animals ,veighecl eighty-two and 
eighty-three pounds, the larger one having cost its 
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owner $117 at Circle City. This one is a cross bet\\'een 
a dog belonging to a family of missionaries that \\'ent to 
the Yukon years ago and another ancestral <log that 
hailed from the shores of the :\Iackenzie river. These 
animals are stout, ,,·ell proportioned, \\'ell muscled and 
have exceptionally short and hea\'y necks. Their ears are 
short and lifted like those of the Eskimo dog. Their 
coats are dark, and the hair, \\'hile not close, is smooth 
and heayy enough to form a comfortable protection 
against the arctic ,,·inters. and also against the Yukon 
mosquitoes . 

. \ specially prepared dog food made out of meal and 
coarse meat from the packing houses is no\\' being manu
factured in the form of a cracker, and seems likely to come 
into general use. 

Buckskin moccasins are provided by many O\\'ners to 
keep the feet of the faithful little draft animals from being 
\\'Orn ra\\' on the ice and snO\Y. They are about nine 
inches long and made much after the pattern of a child's 
stocking. Pack saddles are also coming into use this 
spring. These are so arranged that the <logs can carry 
a \\'eight of from ten to t\\'enty pounds, besides dragging 
a sled. The saddle-bags fall on either side and straps are 
arranged to prevent the pack from sliding for\\'ard or 
bac kwarcl. 

.\ Tacoma dealer has built up a large business in ~he 
manufacture of dog harness. .\ suit of harness usually 
\\'eighs two and a half pounds. The collar is made to 
slip over the clog's head, obYiating the necessity of buck
ling it about the animal's neck \Yhen the driver's hands 
are cold and numb. The collar is made of leather, faced 
\\'ith sheepskin and stuffed ,,·ith deer hair. The hames 
are inclosed in the collar, ancl attached to them are 
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buckles for fastening the traces. On each collar are placed 
rings, to which the traces of a dog in the lead may be 
attached, making it easy to drive teams in tandem. Traces 
to the harness for native dogs are made of heavy \\"eb 
material, because the dogs eat the leather harness. They 
devour the collars on sight if permitted. This peculiar 
craving makes is necessary to keep the animals separated 
when harnessed, so they will not chew one another's col
lars. \\'hen the \\"eb traces become oily the dogs chew 
even them, and it is only a matter of time when the web 
trappings become food for their hungry wearers. 

Several in-going parties have taken in burros and 
small horses instead of clogs for draft and general-service 
beasts. It is said that one pony or burro \\·ill <lra,v 3,000 
pounds on the frozen surface of a lake. Another advan
tage claimed is that they can be used more profitably as 
pack animals during the summer. A Circie City firm 
works a train of thirteen horses, hauling from 800 to 1.300 
pounds each on sleds and requiring but three drivers. 
All returned miners, however, unite in declaring that th..: 
clog is holding his own well against the competition of 
the horse, and they say that large numbers will be needed 
on the Yukon for years to come. It is expected that 
within a few years the government \\·ill be able to supply 
many reindeer from the herd now established at Point 
Barrow. 

E. ).f. ).IcClaine and A. ).f. ~terns. t\\·o eastern miners, 
have started north with a new kind of freight convey
ance. It is a water and ice craft combined. The main 
part is a box, built like a large watering trough, eight 
feet long, twenty-two inches wide across the bottom, 
three feet across the top and twenty-two inches high. 
Beneath the box are two ninners. five inches high and a 
little longer than the bed. The party had six of these con-
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veyances, which will be used as sleds on land and uoats 
on ,,atcr. For use in the water two of the sleds will be 
joined together by blocks at the ends, making a stronger 
water craft. To each side of the conveyance a log will 
be attached to render it more buoyant. The trough-like 
boxes are made of galvanized iron, and it is intended to 
sell them on the Yukon for bath-tubs, the usual price of 
a bath there being $1. 

The standard clog sled consi;-;h of a narrow box four 
feet long, the front half being covered or boxed in, mount
ed on a floor eight feet long resting on runners. In this 
box the passenger sits, \\Tapped in rabbit skins so that 
he can hardly move, his head and shoulders only project
ing. In front and behind and on top of the box is placed 
all the luggage, covered with canvas and securely lashed, 
to withstand a11 the jolting and possible upsets, and snow
shoes "·ithin easy reach. 

An important item is the dogwhip, terrible to the clog 
if used bv a skillful hand and terrible to the user if he be 
a novice; for he is sure to half strangle himself or to 
hurt his own face with the business encl of the lash. The 
whip has a handle nine inches long and lash thirty feet, 
and weighs four pounds. The lash is of folded and 
plaited seal hide, and for fiw feet from the handle meas
ures fin inches round, then for fourteen feet it gradually 
tapers off, ending in a single thong half an inch thick 
and eleven feet long. :'\. skilled clrin'r can pick out a dog 
and almost a spot on a dog ,,·ith this lash. The lash must 
be trailing at full length behind, ,, hen a jerk and turn of 
the wrist causes it to fly forward, the thick part first, and 
the tapering encl continuing the motion till it is at full 
length in front, and the lash making the fur fly from 
the victim. But often it is made to crack onr the heads 
of the dogs as a warning. 

23 
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The dogs are harnessed to the front of the sled, each 
by a separate thong of seal hide, all of different lengths, 
fastened to a light canvas harness. The nearest dog is 
about fifteen feet from the sled, and the leader of an 
eleven-clog sled, \\ith bells on her. about fifty feet, the 
thongs thus increasing in length by about three feet. 
\\"hen the going is good the dogs spread out like the fin
gers of a hand, but when the snow is deep they fall into 
each other's tracks in almost single file. As they con
tinually cross and recross each other, the thongs get grad
ually plaited almost up to the rearmost dog, ,vhen a halt 
is called, the clogs are made to lie dmvn, and the driver 
carefully disentangles them, taking care that no dog gets 
a,\·ay meanwhile. Often one of the men must run ahead 
on snmvshoes for the dogs to follow him. 

The Indians, as the natives of the Yukon are called by 
miners, are said to be dull, and unreliable. \Villiam Ogil
vie, the Canadian land surveyor, who studied natives 
while he measured triangles, summed up his observations 
of the Indians of the Yukon in the following language: 

''I had very little opportunity to learn anything of the 
language, manners, customs. or religion of the natives on 
my way through their country. my time with them being 
so short, and none of the \\hites ,vhom I met in the dis
trict seemed to possess any information upon which I 
could draw. I got a few items, but as they may or may 
not be facts, I shall not report them. The statements of 
every one I met, however, prettv well establi~h that ln· 
one of their la\\·s inheritance is tl;rough the mother. · 

"As far as possible I have obtained the numbers of the 
various bands along the riHT. Beginning at the coast 
the number of the Chilkoots. as stated bv Commander 
:'.\'"ewell. \\·as 138 souls, of \\horn about iorty were full 
grown men. 
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''As far as I could gather from G. Carmack, \\'ho lives 
with the Tagish Indians, and has one of them for a \\'ifc, 
there are of them about I 12 souls all told, but many of 
these are almost permanently located \\'ith the Chilkoots, 
some of the latter ha-.ring Tagish \\'ives. 

"The Tagish complained bitterly to me, as \\'ell as they 
could, having only a k\\' words of 'Chinook' and English 
,, ith which to convey their meaning, of the tyranny and 
robbery of the Chilkoots. Klohk-~hun, the chief of the 
Tagish, said, 'Chilkoot all same dog,' imitating the snap
ping action of a dog as he said so. Those who have had 
any experience with Indian clogs can appreciate the com
parison. These people arc scattered along the river from 
the Teslintoo up. The only market they have at present for 
the fe,,· furs thcv collect is on the coast at the head of the 
inlet, and they say they are robbed of half their goods 
on the \\·ay there by the Chilkoots. On my \Yay to the 
summit I met three or four Tagish coming in with two 
packs of furs, to trade. :\Ieeting me afterwards at the 
summit, one of them informed me that they 1Yere met 
a short distance outside the village, and one of the packs 
was taken from them by force, and the other paid for at 
forced prices. :\Inch of this talk I have no doubt was in
tended to create sympathy and induce charity, as they, 
like many other Indians, are inveterate beggars; but I 
have no doubt they are little more than slaves to the 
Chilkoots, and are both robbed and s\\'indled most bare

facedly. 
"Iklm\' Five Finger rapids I sa\\' t110 families of In

dians, consisting of ten or twelve souls, very poor look
ing, and the most stupid I have ever met. \\'anting to 
buy some tea and other stuff of me, they tendered in 
payment the tin stamps that are put by some manufac
turers on plugs of tobacco. These, they signified to us, 
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had been given to them in exchange for furs by the coast 

Indians. It is possible they had got them from the In
dians on the tobacco, and ,,·ere trying to swindle me, 

but I am inclined to think not. 
"At Stev.-art river there are two Indian men, two wom

en and two children. One of the men had picked up a few 
words of English from the miners and traders the winter 
before, and, as far as could be, was very communicative. 
He informed me that there were about thirty families of 
Indians up the river t,wnty or thirty miles, 'one clay.· as 

he expressed it. They were living on salmon, and had no 
trouble in catching all they required. 

"Between Stewart river and Forty ::\Iile river three fam
ilies ,,·ere met with, but, as they knew neither English 
nor 'Chinook,' no information as to their headquarters 
could be got from them. It is probable they were a part 
of the band located at Fort Reliance. :\Ir. Harper in
formed me that the band at the latter place nu~bered 
about t\Yeln families, or, say, 70 souls. At Belle Isle, 
fifteen miles below the boundary, David's band is located. 

It numbers 65 or 70 souls. About 100 miles below the 
boundary Charley's band has its headquarters. It num
bers about twelve families, in all about 66 souls. I came 
more in contact with the last two bands than with anv 
of the others, as David's band \\'as only tweln miles from 
my winter quarters for some months, and many of them 
were frequently in the house with me for a night or two 
on their \Yay to and from Forty :\Tile rinr. A missionary 
sent over by Bishop Bompas, who is in charge of the 
diocese of :\ Iackenzie river for the Church ::\ I j55io11arv 
society of England, was stationed with David's band ail 
winter. 

''Some years ago, when Archdeacon ::\IcDonald, now 
in charge of the mission work at Fort ::\Ic Pherson, on 
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Peel river, was stationed at Fort Yukon, and after\\'ard~ 
at Rampart house, Charley's band used to resort to those 
posts for their trade, and that gentleman taught them to 
read, and instructed them in the principles of the Chris
tian religion. It is pleasant to be able to testifv that 
they have profited by this instruction, and still r~tain a 
loving memory of those times. They hold every Sunday 
a service among themselves, reading from their books 
the prayers and lessons for the clay, and singing in their 
O\rn language to some old tune a simple hymn. They 
never go on a journey of any length without these books, 
and always read a portion before they go to sleep. I do 
no~ pretend that these men are faultless, or that they do 
not need watching·. but I do believe that most of them are 
sincere in their professions and strive to do ,, hat they 
have been taught is right. They are greedy and selfish 
in their transactions with \Yhites. but I think much of 
that is because they have probably never had the sin 
of undue greed put forcibly before them by their pas
tor. 

"David's and Charley's bands manifested to me a much 
stronger sympathy for Canada than for the l,'nited States. 
Some of this feeling might be due to policy, for aught I 
know, but hitherto most of their dealings and all their ed
ucation have been Canadian. The total number on the 
river is 482, of ,,·horn 136 are below the boundary, leav
ing 346 domiciled in Canada. It does not appear that 
any live permanently on the upper Pelly or Ste,qrt.'' 

Omer l\Iaris, writing from Juneau, touched upon one 
phase of Alaskan Indian life seldom heard of. That por~ 
tion of his letter which treats of "Indian Slavery" reads 
as follows: 

"The other day a gentleman pointed out t,,·o Indians 
pa~sing on the street and remarked: 'There goes a slave.' 
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I had heard the statement made rl1at slawry yet exists 
among the Alaska Indians, but it ,,·as a surprise to be 
confronted ,Yith an actual remnant of the institution al
most within the shaclmY of a federal court house. Of the 
two Indians, the slave and his master, to whom my at
tention was directed, the slave was rather the better 
clressecl, and he \Yas also the more intelligent looking. 
Since then I have observed the pair several times, gen
erally ·working together on some transient job, like sa,Y
ing wood, apparently on an even footing, although the 
master seems to do more sitting around. I would judge 
from appearances that the slave is the better contented 
of the pair, for the other seems careworn ,,·ith the respon
sibility of keeping him at work. 

"The custom of holding slaws. up to a few years ago, 
\\'as Yery common among all the tribes. Children stolen 
from one tribe by members of another, and captives taken 
in battle and their descendants, ,, ere held in bondage. 
Some of the wealthier chiefs reclined in oriental style
as far as compatible ,,·ith the fur and fish business-and 
had scores of slaves to do their bidding. 

"Of course the government has interfered as far as 
practicable to put a stop to the custom. A. few years ago 
the captain of the \ \·aclmset, acting under instructions 
from the government, assembled all the coast tribes with
in reach and announced through interpreters that they 
must give up their slaves, and offered to the latter full 
protection. :.\Jany of the chiefs complied with the order, 
but there are still many others who by threats and 'ghost 
stories' are able to control their· slaves. The Alaska In
dians will unflinchingly face many clangers, especially 
those of the sea, but they are particularly afraid of being 
killed-that i~. by their fellow-man-and the chiefs take 
advantage of this trait to breed and train into their slaves 
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the idea that other Indians and even whites \Yill kill them 
if they attempt to run a\\·ay. This idea, together \\'ith 
the fact that the slaves are generally kept as much as pos
sible from contact \\'ith the whites, has served to perpetu
ate the custom, and there is still an aggregate of several 
hundred Indians held in bondage. 

"The Indians are not especially cruel masters. The 
condition of slavery seems to rest lightly on its subjects. 
The natives are kindlier natured than are those farther 
south, and Father Barnum tells me that the farther north 
one goes the better natured he finds them. He says 
that in all of the five years that he has been among the 
Innuits of the Yukon delta he has never seen a fight or 
violent disagreement among the native people. He thinks 
that the climate has something to do with it, and it may be 
true, but it would be hardly fair to draw the correlative 
inference that the best people or the highest culture will 
sometime be found in the vicinity of the north pole." 

The "Klondikers" \\'ho \\·ill take the ··overland" route 
to the placer mines \\·ill not meet the Bering strait "husk
ers," as the Eskimos are called. A correspondent of the 
CHICAGO RECORD spent a season \Yith the Bering 
strait Eskimos, and the interesting letter he wrote about 
them reads as follows: 

"In all the years since the exodus from Lapland the 
Bering" strait Eskimo has clung to his primitive customs. 
He still lives in tents, though whereas formerly they \\'ere 
made from \\'alms hides or deer skins, in recent years he 
has substituted the more convenient drill or can\'as, ob
tained from whalers or trading stations. :-;ix months (:day 
to October) he moves about the coast, fishing, hunting or 
wholly idle. The other six months are spent in his bara
boras or dugout. In April, \Yhen the ground with which 
his hut is covered on side and top begins to thaw and drip, 
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he again takes to his tent on the beach, and immediately 
makes preparations for his seal hunt, which provides him 
with staple foods-seal oil, blubber and meat-besides 
fur for clothing and for barter \Yith the whaler. 

"Sealing being over he returns home and engages in 
fishing until whalers and other ships collect at Point Spen
cer, some time in June or July, \\·hen he again launches 
his omiak and departs for that place. Here he stays until 
the ships leave, fishing, trading or enjoying a general 
good time. In accordance ,Yith his industry he lays in a 
suppl_\· of sugar, flour, molasses, powder, lead, caps. 
kniYcs, axes, needles, thread, etc. This done, he journeys 
into the lakes through Grantly harbor and finishes his 
fishing, returning some time in October. 

"In these days an extended trading goes on among 
the Eskimos of the various districts. Deer skins and deer 
legs and sinews are brought over from East cape in large 
quantities and bartered for reel fox skins, in great demand 
on the Siberian side. Ogoroob. or large seal skins from 
the Kotzebue souncl, used for soles in the manufacture 
of their boots, are exchanged for powder, lead, tobacco 
and caps. Ivory and ,Yhalebone in great plenty comes 
from Indian point and King's island, and are traded off 
for tobacco, knins. calico, flour and the like. From Golo
vin bay and X orton sound come the mink, lynx. red fox, 
beaver and ,rnlf skins. all in great demand among the 
Alaskans west and north of these t\yo bavs. 

''In the selection of a building site the strait Eskimo 
chooses a bank near the shore, with a gentle slope to
ward the south. Here he exca,·ates, with his whalebone 
shm·el, a place ten or twelve feet square and about six 
feet deep. Level with the floor he digs a tunnel three 
and one-half or four feet square out to the hillside, and 
here he sets up a driftwood inclosure with an opening at 
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the top large enough to admit one person at a time. In 
all the long winter months, when the sno,,· drifts keep 
the subterranean resident confined for weeks at a time, 
but little snow finds its way through this opening. ~ I ore
over, as the heat rises to the top little of it escapes through 
the tunnel. 

"The room thus excavated i,- studded closely with 
driftwood, of which there is always an abundance; a raf
ter is placed at each corner, reaching to a square frame 
or skylight in the center. This is covered with tbe in
testine of seals or walrus. instead of glass. The spaces 
between the rafters are filled out with brush, whalebone, 
split logs or odds and ends of boards found along the 
beach. This thatch is covered ,,·ith sod or loose ground, 
and the home is complete-a home, ,,·arm and comfort
able, and one that offers no obstruction to the almost 
continual north wind from January to the middle of :\fay . 

.. As a rule no fireplace i,; found in these underground 
dwellings. But little cooking is done. The natives live 
on dry fish, stored up in summer, or on raw frozen tom
cod caught through the ice hy the women in the winter. 
This, with seal oil, blubber and seal meat, constitutes the 
entire diet. Knins. forks and spoons are unknown. The 
men find an excellent substitute in their first and second 
fingers, which they clip into the tray of seal oil and lick 
with gusto. The women use three fingers, and the chil
dren all four. 

"For the young people of the family, or families-for 
they crowd into one hut as many as possibly can find 
sleeping room-a platform, ,;ix feet long, is constructed, 
the entire width of the room, midway het,Yeen floor and 
ceiling. Here the boys and girls rest their limbs in mon.ths 
of slumber, the floor being reserved for the old folk. 
Upon entering the room the Eskimo carefully brushes 
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from his clothing ever-'· particle of snow. Then, taking 
off his artiga, he sits nude to the waist, chatting until 
bedtime. Bedtime is any hour when the elders of the 
household feel like going to bed. \\'hen that time arrives, 
all clothing is removed and the family retire to their deer
skins. Extreme filth troubles the Eskimo not.at all. Yer
min he rather likes than dislikes, although there is a limit 
to all things. \\'hen his artiga becomes unbearable he 
hangs it outside the hut on a cold night and the trouble 
is remedied. 

"The habits of these people vary considerably in dif
ferent districts. Especially is this difference noticeable 
between the Alaskans living on the coast and those less 
fortunate confined to the islands. There is a distinct 
variation in appearance, habits, mode of building, con
struction of sleds and boats, manner of traveling, per
sonal decoration and clothing. \ \'hereas, on the main
land the Alaskans live in villages of IOO or 200 inhab
itants, in separate one-room underground dwellings, on 
St. Lawrence island, for example, and elsewhere in the 
Bering sea, they live in large above-ground huts of an 
oval or round shape, the interior of which is divided by 
walrus hides into a number of sleeping apartments. In 
the center is left a large living room, used .as well for 
storage. This room has a fireplace in the center, and the 
square frame in the roof is made removable. The fire 
is made sometime during the clay, and when a desired 
temperature is obtained the still-burning pieces of wood 
are thrown outside through the square hole in the roof; 
the smoke is allowed to escape and the fireplace in the 
floor is covered over \Yith boards. Then no fire is made 
until the next day . 

. "The growing importance of the Alaskan mines and 
the development of the country along the lines fixed 
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by its principal industries have justified the experiment 
begun in 1891 by Dr. Sheldon Jackson of introducing 
the :-;iberian reindeer and instructing the Eskimos in the 
care of them. For long journeys across a desert of snow 
dog trains "·ill not answer. ~ ot only is their progress 
slower than is that of the reindeer, but they cannot carry. 
in addition to their own burdens, enough food for a long 
stage across country. \\'ith reindeer it is different. After 
covering from fifty to ninety miles in a day-t,Yice or 
thrice the distance to which a clog team is equal-the 
deer may be turned Ol)t at night to seek their mm fodder 
under the snow. :.lore than that, ,Yith such a reindeer 
herd as Silwria has, the natives of Alaska would ha\'e 
that resource of food and clothing of which they 11()\\' 

are in so bitter need." 
Father Barnum of the Catholic mission at the delta 

of the Yukon has spent five years in the far north
traYeling, teaching and preaching, winter and summer. 
Speaking of the introduction of reindeer into Alaska, he 
made the statement that the Catholics are not considered 
in their distribution: that the 2.nimals all go to Protestant 
missions. 

"\ \'hy is your church not put on an equal footing with 
other denominations?" he was asked. 

"I know of no reason. All I knm, is that the Catho
lics are not getting any favors from the government." 

''Do you think the experiment of introducing reindeer 
will succeed?" 

"Yes, eventually: but there are obstacles, the most 
serious of which are the Eskimo dogs. The dogs and 
the reindeer can never live together, and now the dogs 
have the field. They will kill and eat the deer. The 
Innuit ,rnuld not give up his dogs for anything else. \ \' e 
have been trying to introduce the St. Bernard and other 
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breeds of what we call 'white' dogs, but the same trouble 
comes in as \Yith the reindeer-the Eskimo curs kill and 
devour them. 

"They are strange animals, as we are used to regard
ing dogs, being more like wolves. They have no such 
thing as affection in their make-up, but, on the other 
hand, they are not particularly hostile. When a strange 
man comes into the camp they pay no attention to him 
whatever. They do not bite, neither can they bark, and 
there is a funny thing in that connection. \\"hen they 
are brought into association \Yith ·,Yhite' dogs they try 
to learn it, and it is the most awkward and discordant 
attempt at barking that any one ever heard. But they 
are treacherous. They tolled poor Jack, my St. Bernard, 
away from the house, and then all jumped on him like a 
pack of wolves and ate him up, and they will serve the 
reindeer the same way." 

Father Barnum remarked upon the prevalent idea 
that a reindeer is nearly as large as a horse. 

"On the contrary," he said, "it is a Yicious. malevolent 
little animal, hardly larger than an ordinary deer, that 
will sit up on its haunches and strike savagely at a man 
with its front feet. But there is no doubt about its use
fulness and adaptability to the country and the require
ments of the people." 
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CHAPTER XX\'III. 

HISTORY OF ALASKA. 

CZAR'S dream of Russian aggran
dizement led to the discovery of Alas
ka. Peter the Great hacl conceived 
the idea of pushing on past Asia to the 
American continent and founding a 
Russian empire in the new world. To 
this end he sent out an exploring ex
pedition under the leadership of \ · eit 
Bering, a Danish captain in the Rus

sian service. The expedition started in February, 1725, 
and though the czar's death occurred in the same month, 
the monarch's scheme \\'as carried forward by Catherine. 
his \\·idm,·, and Princess Elizabeth, his daughter. 

The arduous work of exploring the Siberian coast and 
waters continued for sixteen years before the Alaskan 
coast was sighted. The second Kamchatkan expedition 
was six years in crossing Siberia. It ,ns in the spring 
of 1741 that Bering and his lieutenant, Chirikof, put out 
into Bering sea, the waters of \Yhich Bering had dis
covered on his previous expedition. They had two small 
vessels. One \Yas commanded by Bering, the other by 
Chirikof. The little craft became separated at sea, and 
never were reunited. Chirikof bore away to the east, 
and during the night of July 15, 17 . .p, sighted land in 
latitude 55.21. It ,vas afterward disclosed that this was 
thirty-six hours in advance of Bering's discovery of the 
mainland of America. 

Chirikof sent a party ashore in one of his small boats 
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to explore the immediate country and secure fresh water. 
Soon after leaving the vessel, they passed around a rocky 
point and disappeared from sight. As they failed to re
turn at the appointed time, another boat's crew \\'as sent 
ashore. Soon a great smoke was seen arising from the 
shore, and two large canoes filled "·ith threatening n:-i.
tives came out from the land. They refused to board the 
strange ship, and it dawned upon Chirikof that all the mtn 
he had sent ashore had been massacred. This reduced 
his crew to small numbers, and Chirikof decided to re
turn to the Kamchatkan coast. 

The return Yoyage was atteEded with frightful hard
ships and suffering. Scurvy attacked the men, many 
died, and the _others were rendered helpless by sickness. 
After weeks of this suffering, the vessel reached the 
Kamchatkan coast, ,, ith only the pilot on deck. Chiri
kof \\·as one of the first stricken \\'ith scnr\'y, but he re
covered. 

Bering's party suffered even greater hardships. _.\iter 
sighting the coast and making a landing, Bering g-an: 
orders to lift anchor and return to Kamchatka. The 
ship became lost in the maze of islands, and \\'~b wrecked 
upon a barren island. There the survivors pas,;cd the 
,\·inter, many of them dying. Caves were dug in the 
sandy bank of a little stream, and a scanty and uncertain 
food supply was obtained by killing sea animals and re
sorting to the flesh of dead whales cast upon the beach. 
Bering died on this island December 8, 17-1-1. 

In the spring the handful of :-ur\'i\'or~ constructed a 
boat from their wrecked vessel and succeeded in working 
their \Yay back to the Siberian coast, where they were re
ceived with great rejoicing, having long been g·iyen ttp 
for dead. 

Although the discoverer lost his life on the first ex-
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pedition, his ,rnrk \\·as follo\\Td ttp by his countrymen, 
and in the pursuit of the fur trade numerous settlements 
were made by the Russians at ,·ariotts points on the coast. 
Of these sealing posts there were about forty. of which 
Archangel \\'as the most important. The territory had 
been granted in 1799 by Emperor Patti \'III. to the Ru,;
sian Fur company. and in 1~3q, when the charter was re
newed, sealing had deYeioped to such an extent that the 
annual exportations amounted to 25,000 skins. besides 
many sea otter and beaver skins, and about 18,000 sea 
horse teeth. In r 863 the expiration of the charter of 
the company found Russia extremely desirous of being 
relieved of the anxiety to "·hich the protection of it~ 
subjects and the maintenance of a government in a far
a\\·ay arctic region subjected it. It has been as,;crtcd by 
some that the negotiations instituted by the Cnitecl ~tatc,; 
for the purchase of the peninsula contemplated re,\·ard
ing Russia, under the guise of a nominal purchase, for 
its friendli1,css to the American union during the ciYil 
war. This \'ie\\', however, is hardly tenable, in Yicw .of 
the lack of interest Russia had taken in its .\mcrican 
possessions. The Russian-American Fur company for 
commercial reasons had been aggressi\'e, but the Russian 
government had confined itself, after the granting of the 
charter of the company. to the protection of its .\laskan 
subjects and the maintenance of order among them. 

I :C the motins for the purchase what they may, in 
1867 the entire Russian possessions in America were 
ceded to (he C nitcd States. The purchase was negoti
ated by Sccrdary \Villiam H. Seward, ,,·ho considered it 
the most important act of his career, though he declared 
that two generations would pass before the ,·aluc of the 
acquisition could be appreciated. There can be no doubt 
that he was anxious to effect the purchase, but Russia 
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made the first advance. The state department negotiated 
a secret treaty, which the senate afterward ratified, pro
viding for the transfer of Alaska to the C nitecl States in 
consideration of the payment of $7,200,000 in gold, at 
that time equivalent to more than $10,000,000 in green
back currency. Kotwithstanding the fact that $10,000,-

000 was a most inconsiderable consideration for a trans
action so big with possibilities, Secretary Blaine declares 
that ''there is little doubt that a like offer from any other 
European government ,,.·ould have been rejected,'' it 
being a time when. "in the judgment of the people the 
last thing we needed \\·as additional territory." 

The state department's negotiation and the senate's 
ratification were not the conclusion of the business. for 
in order to carry out the transaction contemplated by the 
treaty an appropriation by congress became necessary. 
There were objectors in congress who opposed the con
summation of the convention. Cadwalader C. \\'ashburn 
declared that when the treaty for Alaska was negotiated 
"not a soul in the whole l~nitecl States asked for it." He 
asserted that the treaty was negotiated secretly, without 
chance for a hearing and that the country ceded was ab
solutely without value. General Butler strongly re-en
forced :\Ir. \\'ashburn's argument, declaring that he 
would rather gin· Russia $7,200,000 for its friendship pro
vided it would keep its peninsula of ice and the respomi
bilitics attached thereto. General Schenck and :\Ir. Shel
labarger also were in the opposition, but the side that had 
for its supporters General Banks and Thaddeus ~tenns 
finally was "ictorious. There was much bitterness against 
Secretary Seward for having negotiated a "star cham
ber" treaty, but congress voted the required appropria
tion. Before this was done, howeyer, President Andrew 
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Johnson had taken possession of the country in the name 
of the lTnited States. 

The name Alaska, formerly spelled Aliaska, is derived 
from a native word Al-ak-shak, signifying "'great coun
try," and the world is just awakening to the appropriate
ness of the designation. From north to south Alaska ex-· 
tends 900 miles from sea to sea: from Bering sea on the 
west to the British boundary line the distance is 700 miles. 
Alaska's area of 6oo,ooo square miles is best appreciated 
by comparison with more familiar regions. The penin
sula is twice as large as the state of Texas; three times 
as large as California: more than ten times as large as 
Illinois: about eleven times as large as ~ e\\· York state; 
about five hundred times as large as Rhode Island, and 
nine times the size of all the ~ ew England states taken 
together. 

The first period in the development of Alaska is in
cluded between the years 1867 and 1890, and furnishes a 
striking analogy to the course that has been taken in the 
opening up of British ~ orth America. In the transfer 
of the peninsula to the United States the business men 
who composed the Alaska Commercial company saw the 
opportun:ty for a fortune, and before the possibilities of 
the United States purchase were k110\n1 or even con
ceived, the wealth of Alaska and its islands had passed 
for a term of years into the control of this far-sighted 
corporation. There is no doubt that the purchase money, 
amounting to less than half a cent an acre, long since has 
been returned in profits on the seal fisheries, but it has 
been returned to the government's beneficiaries and not 

to the government. In the first fin, years money paid 
into the treasury on the lease of the Alaska Commercial 
company, paid 8 per cent upon the first cost. Indeed, the 
two small seal islands paid a goodly percentage on the 

24 
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purchase money for the entire province, ancl simply in 
rent to the government they more than repaid their cost, 
but despite these partial showings the fact remains that 
the government's bad bargain diverted the income from 
a rich property to the hands of a few, who were wise 
enough to secure the concession. 

ln 1890 the lands of the fur seal islands passed from 
the Alaska Commercial company into the control of the 
I\'" orth American Commercial company. The new les
see went farther from the old established trading posts for 
traffic with the natins. making such endeavor to develop 
the country as never had entered into the designs of its 
predecessor. A monthly mail route, open se,-cn months 
out of the t\\'(.' lve, \Yas established bet\Ycen :-:,itka and 
Bering sea, and the postoffices that followed the mail 
route opened up communication between the interior and 
the C nited States. 

Prior to the year 1884 the government of Alaska was 
essentially military, that is to say, federal customs offi
cers were sustained in the territory to prevent the selling 
of liquor to Indians and \vhite men. \Vith only natiYes to 
govern there was little occasion for a government. H01Y

ever, as the white residents of the southeastern coast in
creased in number a more pretentious government be-
came desirable, but the matter was agitated for seYcral 
years without fruit. A convention was held at Juneau in 
1881 and '.\1. D. Ball was sent as a delegate to congress. 
Congress, however, would have none of }Ir. Ball in any 
official capacity. and while the matter of Alaska's civil 
and economic condition had been brought to the atten
tion of the American government and people, yet Alaska 
still was without representation of any sort in congress. 
In the next session of congress the matter ,,·as brought 
up, but no action ,,·as taken, and it ,ms not until 1883 
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that congress granted the province any semblance of 
civil government. The bill which became a law in that 
year was introduced by Senator Benjamin Harrison aml 
entitled ''The Organic Act of Alaska." This bill pro
vided for the appointr.nent of a governor, a marshal, a 
clerk, and district judge, a clerk of the court, and four 
United States commissioners, the last-named to have 
their residences in four of the principal cities of the terri
tory and the other officials to have offices at Sitka, the 
temporary capital. All were to be appointed by the 
president. The first actual representation of the terri
tory thus constituted in the political affairs of the L' nited 
States was in 1888, when the Democrats of Alaska sent 
delegates to the democratic national convention and the 
credentials of these democrats were honored. The Re
publican national committee holding office between 1888 
and 1892 allowed Alaska permanent representation the 
same as the other territories and the same recognition \Yas 
accorded by the democratic convention of 1892. 

In the spring of that year the efforts of representative 
men of Alaska had resulted in the enactment of a law 
which for the first time provided for the suitable transfer 
of land-titles in Alaska. Hy the terms of this act in
dividuals or companies were permitted to purchase land 
at $2.50 an acre, and dwellers in towns were permitted 
to acquire valid title to their holdings. l' p to the present 
time Alaska has no representative government, but is 
administered by the federal authorities directly. in the 
same manner as is the District of Columbia. l' p to the 
late discovery of gold Alaska has lacked partisans to 
plead its cause in congress. XU\\'. however, that the 
Yukon region is drawing from all quarters of the V nited 
State~ the hardiest and the bravest, it has much to hope 
from an early session of congress in the \\·ay of legisla-
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tion to place it on a level with other unadmitted terri
tories. 

The following are the federal officials in Alaska: 
Governor-John G. Brady, Sitka. 
l'nited States Judge-Charles S. Johnson, Sitka. 
enited States District Attorney-Burton E. Bennett, 

Sitb. 
lTnited ~t:1tes Marshal-James -:'IT. Shoup, Sitka. 
Clerk of District Court and Ex-Officio Secretan· of 

State-Albrrt D. Elliott, ~itka. 
Treasury department officials: 
Collector of Customs-Joseph \\'. Ivey, Sitka. 
Agent Seal Islands-Joseph :\lurray. A.ssistant agents 

seal islands: John :\l. }forton, J.B. Crowley, and James 
J uclge. 

Special Agent Investigation Fur Seal Fisheries, Seal 
I sla;1tls-Professor D. ~- Jordan. 

Special Agent Salmon Fisheries-Howard :\I. Kut-
chin. 

Assistant Agent Salmon Fisheries-James C. Boatner. 
Interior department officials: 
Register of Public Lands-John \\'. Dudley, Sitka. 
Receiver of Public :.[oney-Roswell Shelly, Sitka. 
Surnyor General of Alaska-\\·. L. Dustin, Illinois. 
Commissioners-At Sitka, Caldwell \\'. Tuttle: at 

\ \"range!, Kenneth :\I. Jackson: at LT nalaska, Lycurgus 
R. \\"ood\Yard: at Juneau City. John Y. Ostrander: at 
Kacliak, Philip Gallagher; at Circle City, John E. Crane; 
at St. :.lichael, L.B. Shepherd: at Dyea, John U. Smith: 
at Cnga. Charles H. Isham. 

The opponents to the consummation of Secretary ~e\\'

ard's negotiation for the purchase of Alaska had a certain 
basis of truth for their slur upon Alaska as a peninsula 
of ice, for in the north, at St. l\Iichacl and Point Barrow, 
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welis have been dug through 60 feet of solid ice and the 

same is true along the Yukon. The summit of :.\It. St. 

Elias, 18,000 feet above the level of the sea, is covered 

\\'ith perpetual sno\\'. From the south side of this moun

tain eieven great glaciers are slo,,·ly traveling to the sea, 

and one of them, the Agassiz glacier, is t\\'enty miles wide 

and fifty long, covering an area of not less than I ,ooo 

square miles. In the interior the plains are covered 

,vith ice for eight months in the year. On the Aleutian 

islands, however, is luxuriant vegetation. There are no 

large trees, but the miniature prairies are covered with 

rich vegetabie mold and a rich growth of grass and shrub

bery. Scientists predict that from the Aleutian country 

will yet be drawn the best supplies of butter and cheese 

for the Pacific coast. Along the southern coast .of the 

mainland the climate is balmy, and even where the win

ters are most rigorous and long-drawn-out the spring 

and the short summer are seasons of rapid growth of 

vegetation and of endurable temperature. 
There are foirty or more volcanoes in Alaska, about 

eight of \Yhich are in active eruption. Shishaldin, a vol

canic mountain, 9,000 feet high, is known to burn con

stantly. One hundred miles from L' nimak island. where 

this volcano is situated, is Pavlo£, another smoking 

mountain. :.\It. :.\ lakushin, on Unalaska island, is about 

a miie in height, and also more or less actiYe. There are 

other smoking volcanoes on C nimak, Akutan, and A.tka 

islands. Besides its numerous volcanoes Alaska boasb 

the highest known mountain in ~orth America. This 

peak, l\lt. \\'range!, has an elevation of 19,000 feet, and 

there are others that crowd it clnsely. Besides :\[t. :-;t. 
Elias, with its altitude of more than three miles, is :.\It. 

Fairweather, 5,500 feet high; :.\l t. l'rillon, I 5,000: :\It. 
Peronse, 14,300. 



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 405 

The mountains at Cape Prince of \Vales, from which 
the continent of Asia may be seen, are barren and rug
ged. Toward the base they slope out gradually and encl 
in a long stretch of sanely beach. The proximity of :-:-i
beria suggests to all who look across the strait and see 
another continent rising before them the desirability of a 
bridge to span the strip of \\·ater and join the hemis
pheres. Desirable it certainly would be, but altogether 
impracticable, it is said. The current is too swift, and the 
vast quantities of ice which fall into the :\retie ocean and, 
in the breaking-up season, bear down to the south, woulcl 
demolish in short order any abutments that might be 
erected. It has been suggested that the strait might be 
tunneled or that Yast quantities of the basaltic rock might 
be torn out of the cliffs on Cape Prince of \ Vales and used 
to form a higlrn·ay bet\\·een Asia and America. 

To return to the subject of the climate, the coast coun
try of Alaska derives great benefit from the Japan ocean 
current. \,·hich tempers the raw air and modifies the harsh 
\Yincls that blow from the north. Throughout all the 
coast country the precipitation of rain and snow is very 
heavy and seasons of excessin rainfall are very likely to 
continue for weeks at a time. X cwrtheless the A.laskan 
rains are not so cold as are the rains even in the temper
ate zone, and while the air is cool at all times it is not raw 
at any seae>on. In the interior there is less rainfall than 
on the coast, and there summer heat rises to excessiYe 
temperature. The mercury has been known to rise as 
high as 120 degrees, but the extreme cold of winter 
quickly follows. Fifty and 60 degrees helow zero is the 
usual minimum temperature, although 70 degrees is on 
record. It is the extreme humidity of the atmosphere 
and the hcavv precipitation at all seasons that produces 
the '"t'l1lc1rk:1hlc verdure already mentioned. All garden 
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vegetables thrive in this climate, and many small fruits 
are indigenous to the soil. Cp to the present, no stock
man has made a success of raising either large or small 
cattle. The climate is trying to farm animals. 

In his report James Sheakley, governor of Alaska, in 
1896 transmitted to the interior department the following 
particulars regarding the seal catch, the mines, and the 
fisheries of Alaska, together with facts touching civil con
ditions in the territory: 

·'The summary of the seal catch in Bering sea for the 
season of 1896 shows that 7,965 male and 12,641 female 
seals were killed. 

Season of 1895. 

Eighteen American vessels caught. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,454 
Thirty-six British vessels caught. .............. 24,762 
Fifty-four vessels caught. ..................... 31,216 

Number oi boarding operations, 171. 

Season of 1896. 

Twelve American vessels caught. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,907 
Fifty-four British vessels caught. .............. I 7,805 
Sixty-six vessels caught. ...................... 20,712 

Number of boarding operations, 181. 
Total number of miles steamed by the patrol fleet to 

date, n.-1-6--1-.5. 
Number of Anwrican vessels seized in Bering sea, 2. 

Number of British vessels seized in Bering sea, 4. 
HOf the ~;xty-~ix vessels engaged in pelagic sealing 

but twl'l\c were American. The number of fur seals fre• 
quenting Bering sea is becoming steadily less everv year, 
and all engaged in the industry of pelagic sealing ;r~ be-
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ginning to realize that they have killed the goose that laid 
the golden egg. Thirty thousand male seals were taken 
by the lessees of the Pribilof islands this year of 1896. I 
see no reason \Yhy this or even a greater number should 
not be taken annually. as the number of males is largely 
in excess of the needs of the herd. 

"Two million three hundred thousand dollars in gold 
bullion have been taken from the gold mines within the 
territory :::if Alaska during the year ending October 1, 

1896. The greater part of this amount is the product of 
low grade ores, much of \Yhich yielded less than $4 per 
ton. The improved methods in mining and milling gold
bearing rock have so greatly reduced the expense that al
most any grade of gold ores can be worked \Yith a profit. 
One dollar t \Yenty-five cents per ton is the average cost 
of mining and milling the quartz rock at the Alaska
Treadwell ( ;old :dining company's mines on Douglas 
Island, Alaska. Hunting or prospecting for new mines 
has been very active during the year last past, and a num
ber of good mines have been located. Several of these 
new ledges are being developed rapidly, and on some 
stamp mills have been erected and are operating ,,·ith 
satisfactory results. Confidence in Alaska as a gold
producing country increases as her resources are de
veloped. 

"A number of gold-bearing quartz ledges and placer 
deposits have been discovered in this district and several 
of them are being rapidly developed with good prospects. 
The 'Pantle Basin placer mine' is situated between high 
mountains about eight miles from Sitka. About r 50 
acres of this placer are covered by the waters of a small 
lake. It is proposed to drain off the waters of this lake, 
which will enable the whole area to be mined. 

"Six hundred and nineteen thousand three hundre(T 
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and seventy-nine case~ of salmon were caught and 
packed in 1895. \ \' e could not ascertain the amount 
packed for 1896, but it will be in excess of last year. In 
addition to the twenty-three canneries in operation during 
1895, six nc,Y canneries ,vere added this summer, mak
ing in all twenty-nine canning establishments in Alaska. 
These canneries employ 2,000 white men, 1,6oo Indians, 
and 2,000 Chinese. The Indians rcceiYed $60,000 in cash 
for iabor and fish during this season. A large amount 
was also dislmrsecl in the territory for lumber and boxes. 
The supply of salmon seems to be inexhaustible. After 
t\\·dn:' years' of fishing in these waters and taking 288,-
000,000 pounds, or LJ.4.000 tons of salmon, there appears 
to be more fish this year than at any previous time. In 
July last at Karaluk 100.000 m:re caught at one haul cf 
the seine. ny an act of congress approved June 9, 1896, 
the secretary of the treasury was authorized to appoint an 
inspector of fisheries in Alaska and two assistants. These 
inspectors were appointed and immediately entered upon 
the duties of their office. They visited nearly all the 
canneries in the territory. Their reports will be read 
with interest. 

"The cau:,e of education throughout the territory has 
bcrn ,1-cll sustained by the bureau of education \Yith an 
able corps of teachers. The Indian children have been 
more punctt;al in attendance and have made gratifying 
pr()grl·ss in acquiring a knowledge of the elementary 
branches of learning. The nc,Y school houses at Ketchi
kan, Douglas island, and Cnalaska haYe been completed, 
an<l are now occupied for school purposes. A new 
school has also been established at Circle City, in the 
Yukon gold-mining region, and a qualified teacher sent 
out to take charge. The following table gives the loca
l ion of ead1 uf the guyernment schools, the number of 
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children enrolled in 1895-96, the average attendance, an<l 
the names of the teachers: 

Enroll- Average 
ment. Attend-

Sitka No. 1. . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Sitka No. 2 ............. 156 
.Tuneau No. 1. ......... 70 
Juneau No. 2........... 50 
IJouglas ................ 57 
Fort Wrangel. . . . . . . . . . s·, 
Haines ................. 60 
Jackson ................ 64 
Saxman ....... · ......... 31 

Yakutat ................ "~ 
Hoonah ............... 144 
Kadial, ................. 49 
Afognak ................ 39 
Unga ................... 44 
Unalaska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

ance. 
27 
32 
39 
25 
35 
;37 
36 
47 
16 

29 
35 
32 
22 
29 
36 

Teacher. 

Mrs. Gertrude Knapp. 
.\Iiss Cassie Patton. 
S. A. Keller. 
Miss Elizabeth Saxman. 
L.A. Jones. 
Miss A. R Kelsey. 
Rev. W. W. Warne. 
Miss C. Baker. 
J. W. Young and 

Henry Phillips. 
Albert Johnson. 
l\Irs. M. E. Howell. 
C. C. Solter. 
Mrs. C. M. Caldwell. 
0. K. McKinney. 
Miss E. Mellon. 

MISSION SCHOOLS FOR 1894-95. 

Cape Prince of Wales .. 142 
St. Lawrence Island.... 52 
Point Clarence. . . . . . . . . G6 
Golovin Bay. . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Unalaklik. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Kosoreffsky (no report). 
}'\'univak (no report) ..• 
Oug:,vig (no report) .... 
B(•the!. ................• 3.! 
Carmel ................• 3() 

137 
40 
21 
25 
30 

26 
25 

Thomas Hanna. 
Y. C. Gambell. 
Rev. P. L. Brevig. 
August Anderson. 
DaYid Johnson. 
Rev. P. Tosi. 
Rev. F. Barnnm. 
Rev. E. L. WE-ber. 
Miss '.'.Iary Mack. 
Miss Emrria Huber. 

"The Greco-Russian church sustains schools at the fol
lo\\"ing places: Fort Kenia, 2\inilchik, Tooyounok, Alex
androfsk, ,vitli a combined attendance of sixty scholars. 
It also maintains orphanages at r nalaska, Kacliak, and 
Sitka, in "·hich there are no\\· forty children. The larg
e,.L Russian school in the territory is located at \" utchik, 
and is taught by :dr. Andrew P. Kashivaroff, \\"ho had 
forty-two scholars during the past year. The Greek mis
sion and orphanage at Sitka is doing excellent work \\"ith 
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Rev. Anatole as minister and X. Protopopoff as teacher. 

English is being taught in all these schools. 

"The Sitka Industrial Training School, founded by the 

Rev. Sheldon Jackson, D. D., in 1880, is nmY a perman

ent institution, supported by the Presbyterian board of 

home missions. To the Rev. A. E. Austin, its first 

teacher and present chaplain, is due much credit for the 

success of the school. The Rev. U. P. Sfiull is now the 

efficient superintendent, and 160 children of both sexes 

are taught, boarded, and clothed at this mission. The 

Presbyterian board of home missions also supports 

schools and missions at Chilkat, Juneau, Howkan and 

Fort \Vrangel. The marked improvement in the condi

tion of the Indians since the esta"blishment of the schools 

and missions is reason sufficient for their existence and 

continuance. 
"The missionary ,rnrk of the Protestant Episcopal 

church in Alaska is now in charge of the Right Rev. 

Peter Trimbie Rowe, D. D., who \Yas consecrated bishop 

of Alaska in St. George's church, "\·ew York, "\'oyernber 

30, 1895. Since entering his diocese, ?IIarch 23 of this 

year, he has made and completed a trip of 5,000 miles, 

establishing several missions and visiting others. 

"A mission has been established at Juneau, where a 

rectory ;mcl church have been built and placed under the 

care of the Rev. H. Beer. At Circle City property has 

been purchased and arrangements made for missionary 

work. which \\·ill comprise a hospital, native school and 

church. :\lr. Bowen has, for the present, been placed in 

charge. 

"Fort Yukon also has been occupied, a small log house 

erected for religious uses, and an educated native, :\' en 

Laloo, appointed to conduct lay services. St. James mis

.~iun, Fort Adams, is in charge of the Rev. J. L. Prevost. 
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Here :\fr. Prevost has a school for the Indian children. 
This ~chool has a registered attendance of sn"Cnty-fivc 
day scholars and sixteen boarders. In addition to re
ligious evangelization throughout an area of 100,000 

square miles and among an Indian population 9f I .563, 
scattered in little bands \\ ithin this area, :.\Ir. Preyost has 
within the year given medical treatment to 347 cases, and 
iurnished to the same 2,238 meals. :.\faterial is, in part, 
on hand for the erection of a hospital, hospice, and chapel. 

"Christ Church mission, AnYik, is under the care of tI,l· 
Rev. J. :(. Chapman. The mission operates a saw-mill, 
where the liatins are employed and ha,·e been largely 
taught regular habits of industry~g-rcatly to their benefit. 
A boarding and clay school is conducted here and is in 
charge of :.\Iiss Sabine as teacher. The school is well at
tended, prosperous, and the children manifest great im
provement. It is hoped to enlarge this school, making it 
a central traming school for Indian children from all parts 
of the great Yukon country .. "\t Point Hope Dr. John lJ. 
Driggs has a school of 80 Eskimo children. He is a gradu
ate in medicine and his services ,,re in\'aluable among 
these people along the north\\'est coast of Alaska. 

"A school house should be built and a school estab
lished at Sunrise City, Cooks Inlet, for the education of 
\\'hite children. A school house should also be erected at 
\\'ood Island. Out here on the verge of ci\'ilization, where 
neither the moral nor ciYil la,,· has ib accustomed re
straining power, the school and the church, the teacher 
and the missionary. are the great conservators of 
peace, morality, and good government and should be 
sustained by the government and the people. I \\'Ould 
earnestly recommend that the appropriation for school 
purposes in Alaska be increased to $40,000. 

"The importation, manufacture, and sale of intoxical-
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ing iiquors in the District of Alaska, except for medical, 
mechanical and scientific purposes, is prohibited by la\\·. 
In theory, Alaska is a prohibition country. In practice 
it is not. Xct\Yithstanding the unceasing efforts of all the 
civil officials, liquor can Le obtained in any white settle
ment of any consequence in the district. And when it is 
remembered that not even a single business man here i,, 
in favor of the enforcement of this law, this condition of 
affairs is easily understood. The extensive coast line of 
Alaska, with its innumerable bays, together with the sen
timent of its residents, makes smuggling easy, and load 
after load of liquor is brought from British Columbia to 
the different Alaskan towns. 

"The collector of customs and his deputies and as
sistants do all they can to prevent this illegal traffic, as is 
evidenced by the amount of liquor \Yhich has been seized 
during the past year. But his force is wholly inadequate 
to cover the ground and he is practically \Yithout transpor
tation facilities. Once landed, the liquor is hidden in 
some secure place, to be taken therefrom and disposed of 
to the retailer as necessity requires. :-\ml the retailer als,J 
has his private hiding piace, and seldom has more than a 
bottle or so of liquor in his saloon at one time, so if he is 
raided his loss amounts to practically nothing. 

''For many years the grand juries han refused to in
dict saloon-keepers or even to allow evidence to be pre
sented of violations of the prohibitory law. This, how
ever, only applied to saks to white men. The graml 
juries of Alaska ncnT have failed to indict nor petit 
juries to convict anyone proved guilty of selling whisky 
to Indians or of selling intoxicating liquor without first 
baying paid the C nitcd States internal revenue tax. 

"The people of this district take the stand that con
gress in passing this prohibitory la\\' had in mind the 
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Indians, understood their condition, and knew that it was 
necessary for their \\'ell-being to keep liquor from them; 
that when it ''"as passed the \\'hite population in Alaska 
was small and not taken into consideration; that since 
its passage the white population has largely increased and 
new conditions have arisen, and that in vigorously en
forcing the liquor la\\· in regard to the Indians and prac
tically ignoring it in regard to the \\·hites they are carry
ing out the spirit of the law and fulfilling the intent of its 
makers. The civil officials, however, must take the la\\· as 
they find it, and have strenuously endeavored to enforce 
it. Their efforts have been practically fruitless, as is 
shown in previous reports. 

"At the last :\"ovember term of our district court, the 
grand jury indicted all the saloonkeepers in the district. 
They thought it better to plead guilty than to employ at
torneys and fight the indictments in court. They pleaded 
guilty and each of them \\'as fined $50. At the last :-Iarc h 
term of the district court, the grand jury again brought 
in indictments against all the saloonkeepers in the dis
trict. Thereupon one of their number entered a plea of 
guilty and the court _imposed a fine of $500 upon him. 
The rest immediately combined, employed many of the 
attorneys in the district, and prepared to fight the indict
ments. Demurrers were interposed, but after argument 
they ,vere ovnruled by the court and the indictments held 
good. United States District Attorney Bennett moved 
one of his best cases for trial and presented his evidence, 
and the case was submitted to the jury, which promptly 
returned a verdict of not guilty. The district attorney 
moved another case and again presented the evidence. 
The defense as before offered no evidence at all. This 
time the jury failed to agree. In each of the cases several 
days \\'CrE' consumed in securing a jury. and it ,ms with 
difliculty that in the second case one \\'as secured at all. 
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"The district attorney, feeling that it would be impossi
ble to secure another jury at this term of court, to ,;ay 
nothing about securing a conviction at this time, or the 
expense that \YOuld be incurred in proceeding further, 
and evidently thinking it best to rest on a disagreement 
rather than absolute acquittals, asked the court to con
tinue the remaining cases over to the coming fall term 
of court, and that each defendant be placed under $joo 
bonds. This was accordingly done. Indictments are now 
pending against forty-five saloonkeepers, located at 
Juneau City, Douglas Island, Sitka, and Fort \\·rangel. 
That all of these defendants han sold liquor in violation 
of the existing prohibitory la\\" is a matter of common 
notoriety. That one of them \\ill be convicted by a trial 
jury ;,;, I am sorry to say. not believed for a moment by 
any resident of Alaska. The present district attorney has 
sho1rn commendable zeal in his endeavors to enforce the 
la\\, believing that all laws should be enforced until re
pealed. 

''lt must not be inferred from the \lay juries stand in 
regard to this class of cases that Alaska is in any sense oi 
the word a la,1·Iess community. The courts here stand 
as liigh and are as able as in part of the l. nited States, 
and crime is as surely punished here as elsewhere. Our 
juries are not composed of saloonkeepers, but of miners 
and business men. The miner can ahvays be relied upon 
to mete out equal and exact justice to all; hard \\"Orking, 
large hearted, and just, it is a libel of the basest kind to 
call him lawless or the community in which he lives a law
less one, and I am glad to bear ,vitness that it is only 
malicious and irresponsible persons who do so. 

"As the matter now stands, as I said in t11\· last annual 
report, this prohibitory liquor law j,, most demoralizing 
in its effects. It begets a disregard for all law, fosters 
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smuggling. and causes a large class of citizens, who ought 
to ai<l the ci \ ii authorities, to be against them, and crimes 
that ought to be punished an<l \Yould be, \\'ere it rn;it for 
this la\\', go unpunished. I3eing· against the govern
ment in this matter they are almost unknowingly against 
it in others; and a desire to get even often out\\'eighs 
all other considerations. :\Ieanwhile the sale of liquor 
goes on openly, and none of the people in the district 
seem to be opposed to it. 

"Prohibition, unless supported by a large body of the 
citizens of a community, means here, as it means every
\\·here else, "free \\'hisky." Laws, to be enforced must be 
jmt and reasonable, and must haw the support of the 
people, and cnn though, as in this district of Alaska, they 
haYc no say in their making, in the encl they have all to 
say, \\hen they. as jurors in the jmy box. are called upon 
to pass upon its violators. The present law should be :c
pealed and in its.place a high license law, \\ith proper 
safe-guards, be enacted. The good effects would be im
mcdiatc ly apparent. The saloons \Youicl decrease, smug
gling would cease, sales of liquor to Indians would be 
lessened (for every saloon and liquor man \\·ould be \\'ith 
the government to suppress it), vile compounds and 
cieatl;-tlealing mixtures would necessarily disappear, ;incl 
the general government would be benefited by collecting 
its proper revenue, which is now lost. 

"The T nclian police have proved to be an efficient aux
iliary in the preservation of order and the execution of the 
]a\\'. They are particularly valuable in reporting crime 
to the civil authorities as well as in compelling the at
tendance of Indian children at the government schools 
\\·hich are provided for them. They arc also energetic 
in preveuting the manufacture of hoochinoo, or native 

25 
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whisky. There are but 22 Indian policemen in the terri
tory. A greater number is necessary. 

"The importation of domesticated reindeer from Si
beria into \Yestern Alaska appears to be successful. The 
herds already in the territory are in a flourishing condi
tion and a large number are expected to be added this 
year. This "ill be a valuable source of food and clothing 
for the natives of that part of the country. 

"The large influx of miners into the Yukon district 
furnishes an additional reason \\·hy the introduction of 
reindeer should be vigorously pushed. In that subarctic 
region reindeer transportation is necessary for supply
ing the miners with provisions." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

QUEER SCHEMES AND ODD PROJECTS. 

REAKS OF all kinds and descriptions, 
schemes beyond number and "paper" 

::-.. enterprises which will never get beyond 
,... the type-written stage, have grown out 

', .,~.,, ~-: of the Klondike excitement. There, 
~,;~~... too, are many legitimate enterprises, 

· mining, trading and developing, \Yhich 
have been backed hy men of experience ancl capital. 
All arc based upon the supposition that in ,\laska am! 
the upper Yukon country are numerous opportunities for 
acquiring \Ycalth. Thousands of men have been tossing· 
()tl sleepless beds since the "Enterprise .. brought the first 
returning Klonclikers into San Francisco with their 
"grips" of gold dust and nuggets, trying to devise some 
scheme \Yhich will bring into their pockets at least driblets 
from the overflowing fountain of wealth which seems 
to run in spite of the congealing temperature under the 
Arctic circle. 

It is announced that a Pittsburg man is going to estab
lish a matrimonial agency at Klondike. He says: ''Thou
sands of poor but thoroughly respectable girls, even in 
this state, are looking for honest employment, and would 
go to Alaska to get it if they \\·ere assured they would be 
properly cared for. In the towns ancl villag-es of \'" c,,. 
England the number of \\·omen is so far in excess of the 
men and employment is so hard to get that thousands 
would be willing to go to .\laska under proper conditions. 
I propose to secure places in ad\'ancc for companies oi. 
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say, 100 girls, and have their employers advance money 
for their transportation from the states and recompense 
me for my trouble besides. 

"Xo girls \\"ii] be accepted except such as can bring in 
the highest recommendations as to character and respect
ability. Arriving at the gold district, each one \\"ill be 
assigned to her place, but all \Yill be located ,vithin a 
short distance of each other, so that they may have asso
ciation and be able to counsel each other. ·ender their 
influence the camp would take on a homelike appear
ance, and the miners would not feel that sense of isolation 
which sends so many to their graves. They "·ould be 
served "·ith ,Yell-cooked food and the general health of 
the camp \\"Oukl be ,·astly improved ... 

\\"hik this Pittsburg man is planning to bring joy to 
the hearts of the bachelor fortune-seekers in the upper 
Yukon district, another philanthropist is laying plans to 
bring much more joy to cYery man in the gold diggings. 
One of the greatest pests of that country is the mosquito. 
,Yhich from all reports is anywhere from one to five inches 
long, and which is the most industrious, insistent. and 
malicious insect in the "·oriel. The "ga11inippers" of Xe"· 
Jersey are mere gnats compared to those blood-suckers 
of the upper Yukon. 

The Klondike mosquitoes travel in clouds. and when 
they light upon a man he has nothing to do but drop his 
\York, throw up his hands, and run from it. It is giYCn 
as a cold, sober fact that so malignant are these pestifer
ous insect,;, and so utterly defenseless are the miners 
\\"horn they attack, that great, strong men drup to the 
ground and sob in an ;1g, ,ny of liclpks:-;m·ss. Dut there 
i:-- a man ,rho has decided to exterminate that pest of 
1w,1,. tli,· :\laskan 1nusquito. lk 1,·ill go to the Klon
dil,c am! hc~in l•pcrations there next spring. 
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This lwncfactor\ name is Dr .. \rrnand Ravo!, and he 
is the city bacteriologist of \t. Louis. 

He read all sorts of boob upon the subject of fly ex
termination, ancl found that the :\[issouri state board of 
agriculture had murdered cinch bugs by the ,,·holesale 
by inoculating a handful ,,·ith a deadly germ \\'hich \\'as 
communicated to the others and so had its desired effect. 

So the doctor proposes to do the wry same thing to 
the Klondike mosquitoes and \Yill start for the north early 
in the spring, loaded to the brim \\'ith germs \\'arranted 
to kill the most blood-thirsty mosquito that en.T ,tung a 
helpless man. 

The X-ray man is determined that hi, favorite shall 
not be distanced by any golcl craze, no matter if it i, active 
under the :\retie circle. He says that no miner or pros
pector, tenderfoot or seasoned, can get along· in the 
Klondike region \Yithout an X-ray apparatus. He de
clares that a Crooke's tube, a spark coil, and all thl' 
other parts of an X-ray apparatus arc as essential to the 
prospector's and miner's outfit as is his pan and corn
cob pipe. 

The one thing that the X-ray man seems to be shy on 
is the electric generator \\'hich ,,·ill stir up the cathodic 
ray so that it \\'ill penetrate through some t\\'enty-five feet 
of muck and gravel and disclose to the enraptured eyes 
of the gold-seeker large chunks of yello\\' metal and 
great big nuggets, sticking all over his claim like raisins 
in a fruit cake. The X-ray man does not seem to care 
\\'hether the racliographs arc produced through the 
agency of an electrical current or othen\'isc; he see111s 
to take it for granted that a miner can Ing around enough 
primary cells or storage batteries, or a small steam plant 
\\'ith a dynamo sufficient to give him enough voltage to 
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,hoot his radiant nugget-seekers through several tons 
of earth. 

HO\Ycnr, Xikalo Tesla is qnoted at length as saying 
that some of the X-rays are \Yithout limit as to length 
and radiography, and he adds that the X-rays could be 
made valuable in searching "small beds of sand and 
gravel that had been thrown up by a shovel for \\·ashing ... 

It is the opinion, however, of a practical man who 
claims fo be one grade above a tenderfoot, that cn·n a 
lazy prospector could wash that graYel and dirt and find 
the golcl if it were in there long before the X-ray machine 
\Yas put in motion. If any miner or prospector wants to 
take an X-ray outfit along \Yith him to help in his search 
for nuggets and great slabs of gold he may be interested 
in knowing that on a radiograph, which the shadowgraph 
or photograph prodnced by an :\._-ray, gold in qnartz will 
show np like black flies in a sngar ho\Yl. FollmYing is the 
way to nse the X-ray,, according to a so-called eminent 
authority on this new ~chool of mining in X C\\' York 
city: 

"T\\·o Yertical holes, separated only hy a Yery thin 
wall, could be sunk \\'here it is suspected there are rich 
(kpo, its of gold. X ot on! y could the dirt and stone. c:: ., 
from these holes be examined, bnt the thin wall between 
them, one miner manipulating the :\._-ray apparatus and 
the other the screen. The accidental element from such 
mining \\'Oniel be largely eliminated. Then a row of shal-
10\Y or deep holes conic! follow, and the walls and clirt 
in a large compass of ground could be gone over. 

'"There are fonr kinds of golcl mining. The first is 
the work of the man who comes along \\·ith his pan, 
gathering up the ~and and gravel and washing it out in 
the ,trcam. It i,, a, has alreacly been seen, working 
and washing nnprofitable dirt that co,b him ,o much. 
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''The next process is called cradle mining. Here, too, 
the miner needs to see what sort of dirt and gravel he 
should wash. The X-rays could be made more Yalu
able in this process than in the first, for it is washing 
on a much larger scale. The X-rays, as \Ye kno1Y them 
now, can be made of no great help in hydraulic and 
quartz mining. It would require too much labor to pre
pare the great heap of clirt and quartz, often containing 
a very small per crnt of gold per ton, for search \Yith 
the rays.'' 

A fairly good X-ray apparatus costs about Sroo in 
:( e,,. York. The tubes cost from $j to $15. 

The :\laska carrier pigeon mail seryicc is something 
that comes from :-lihrnukee. There the gentlemen wlw 
have been carrying on long-distance races by proxy, the 
proxies being carrier pigeons, have decided that all that 
is necessary to establish d{rect communication between 
the Klondike and the outside world is to scnd seyeral 
coops of carrier pigeons up there and then turn them 
loose as occasion demands. The men who are at the 
head of this air-line postal service propose to establish 
pigeon stations at Da 1,·son City, Juneau and \"ictoria. 

They claim that a carrier pigeon can make the trip be
t ween Dawson Cit\' and Juneau, \Yhich is about 650 miles, 
in about 2+ hours. Birds whose home would be \"ictoria 
would reach that place in about 30 hours. They say that 
one pigeon could be tossell up in the air at Dawson City 
l'\'ery day. He would carry with him letters and mes
,;ages reduced by photography to a size about the area 
of a needle-point. 

( )n arrival at Juneau or \"ictoria these minute mes
sages would be enlarged, enclosed in enwlopes, and 
sent all over the 'Cnitecl ~tates. :\s it 1rnuld take any
where from 30 to 60 clays to get the pigeons back again, 
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the atmospheric mail carrier would have a good, long 
rest after his flight. 

Then there is the balloon man. He l.,ias sprung up all 
over the country, and with him are flymg-machine men, 
both of whom are confident, according to their assertions, 
of taking a flying jump off some mountain peak in \\'ash
ington or :dontana and in a few hours landin'g softly ancl 
neatly in the midst of the startled gold-diggers in the 
Klondike. This is the only real airline to the gold dig
gings that has been projected. It is not yet opened, 
but a X ew York man, who calls himself Don Carlos 
Stevens, has informed the \vorld at large that he has 
under construction a balloon that is destined to transport 
passengers and freight from Takou pass to the Klondike 
regions. 

:.\Jr. Stevens is authority for the statement that a couple 
of women are engaged in se,ving the "gores" together. 
and then it will only remain to take the balloon some
where out of the city of Greater Xe,,. York and "coal" 
it. Other balloon men say that ,vhat -:\Ir. Stewns meant 
to say. or ,,·hat the telegraph instrument should have 
made him say. was "coat" instead of coal. This bal
loon, according to :-Ir. Stevens, ,viii be large enough to 
carry 8 or IO passengers and 6 or 7 tons of freight. 

The bicycle man is not going to permit the balloon 
man to get ahead of him on any proposition. So that oh\ 
stand-by, "a syndicate of wealthy X ew Yorkers," pro
poses to establish trading· posts and stations along the 
route from somewhere to the Klondike. This route is to 
be a bicycle path, and the bicycle, of course, is one of 
the specially designed kind, made only for this particular 
purpose. A picture of the bicycle indicates that it has 
a kind of an out-rigger attachment at the end of which 
is another bicycle wheel, but whether that wheel is in-
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tended to hold up the bicycle on a 11101111tain side or to 
get over an air-hole on an ice-patch i~ not disclosetl. 

The bicycle syndicate also announces that it \\·ill ''pnr
chase all promising claims on the market," and will ban 
nothing ,vhatever to do with the "common methods of 
transportation, such as railroads, boats, pack horses, dog
sleds and Indians." 

Another syndicate of wealthy :( ew Yorkers believes 
that the little reindeer is the proper caper as a means 
of transportation to the gold diggings. This "syndicate" 
proposes to establish a reindeer post route, with relay 
stations and trained reindeer drivers, \Yho will be able 
to get a 2 :40 gait out of the creatures, no matter what 
the way and weather may be. 

P. B. \\·eare, president of the Xorth "\rnerican Trans
portation and Trading company, probably has listened 
to more schemes produced by adventurers and cranks 
who \\·ant to get something out of the Klondike without 
going there, than any other man in the country. His 
office in the Old Colony building, Chicago. has been a 
gathering spot for men and \\·omen \Yho are ,Yilling to 
sell brain product for Klondike nuggets. 

One woman, who claimed to be a clain·oyant. took 
President \ ,. eare into a corner of the room and whispered 
in his car that she could unerringly point out the hiding 
places of gold nuggets, no matter how far beneath the 
surface they might be. All she wanted was $2.000 to 
he used in organizing a company to locate placer claims 
hy occult power. \ \'hen President \\' eare suggested 
that she might use her powers of clairvoyance in locat
ing a "backer" she left. 

She had scarcely closed the door behind her when a 
man who is recognized in Chicag0 as a very amateurish 
detective of the ''penny-dreadful" style, engaged Presi-
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dent \Yeare's attention. All he wanted was a few thou
sand dollars to take himself and three or four brother 
''detectives" to the Klondike country and there arrest a 
hundred or more notorious criminals for whom big 
rewards have been offered. He was positive, he said, 
that even one of those men ,,ho has a reward over his 
head is in the Klondike country at this minute waiting 
to be arrestee!. • Other queer things brought out by the Klondike ex-
citement ,,ere the barbers' syndicate, in which a number 
of barbers proposed to shave miners by the wholesale: a 
settlement company, which proposes to develop the farm
ing possibilities of the gold region; a "frost cure" com
pany, which wants to take a sure remedy for treating 
frost-bitten spots to the I(londikers; ear-muff traders; 
ice bicycle makers; bicycle skates, and all sorts of patent 
food preparations, guaranteed to last forever and to con
tain enough nutriment in small packages to keep a lnm
gry miner going all the time. 

A number of progressive Chicago gamblers, imbued 
with the idea of gaining fabulous riches at the expense 
of the- unsophisticated tenclerfeet of the Klondike gold 
fields, ha\"e packed up their roulette wheels, faro lay
outs ancl other sure-thing games incidental to the para
phernalia of the sporting fraternity and departed for the 
land of the frozen north. Stories of untold riches exceed
ing in magnitude the time worn gold-brick game fur
nished food for thought to the manipulators of the elusive 
pea ancl chuckaluck, and in the future they ,,ill ply their 
vocation on the icy peaks adjacent to the city of Dawson. 

The men interested in the ne,,· venture, becoming fear
ful of Chief Kipley's reform measures in Chicago, decided 
at a meeting held in a clown-town saloon to cast off their 
crash :-nits and start with all possible haste to the place 
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"·here gold is said to be had for the asking. The question 
of a ''bank roll" did not prove an obstacle in the \vay of the 
proposed trip, as each member has been conducting- a 
"quiet" game in Chicago for the last two months. 

Cnlike former expeditions leaving this city and else
where for the Klondike, this select crowd will not burden 
itself with picks and shovels, but will take in place a 
pair of well-balanced scales \vith \vhich to m:igh the 
"c.lust" as it is \\'agered by the horny hands of the miners 
of the Yukon. At Dyea the gamblers will purchase sn
eral dogs and sledges for the purpose of conveying a large 
quantity of dressed lumber \vhich they \\·ill use in build
ing their house at Dawson City. Some of the members 
of the combination will make their headquarters at Seat
tle, \vhere they will act as "steerers'' for their friend~ in 
the interior. 

They decided to depart for the Klondike with the char
acteristic rapidity of the sure-thing gambler, and three 
hours later the entire party boarded the 6:30 train on the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad bound for Seattle. 
The only preparation made by the gamblers for the long 
and hard trip was the purchasing of several suib of heavy 
clothing. 

Dut there are many enterprises which have been ad
vanced hy men who have something that is really worth 
considering. For instance, there is the company that 
intends to provide ready-made houses for the Klondike 
miners. The houses will be constructed in sections, so 
that they may be carried easily in boats up the Yukon 
or packed on sleds and carried through the rough coun
try in baggage trains. A Xe\\' York firm which makes a 
specialt¥ of such houses has received orders for as many 
as can be sent there. 
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"The demand for houses in the Klondike is going to 
create a big boom in our trade," said a representative of 
the firm . 

.. It will be necessary for us to get right to work and 
make as many houses as possible. A number \Yill be 
sent overland as soon as arrangements are made, and late 
in the fall \\'e \\'ill load a vessel and send it by \Yay of Cape 
Horn around to Seattle, \Yhere it ,Y:11 arrive in time for 
the spring immigration. Other vessels will doubtless 
folio\\·, so· that we shall have as much work as we can 
turn out to supply the gold hunters with shelter. 

''My advice to carpenters and house builders out of 
employment would be to go to the gold regions with a 
plentiful stock of tools, and if they don't strike gold in 
the ground they will find remunerative work at their 
trades. It's rather late in the season now to start from 
eastern points. but the first men 011 the ground in the 
spring \\·ill make the money. I (lon't knmY much about 
the timber in that part of the world, but I presume there 
is some fit for building purposes. If there is not. lumber 
will be shipped there from Oregon and Alaskan ports. 
At any rate, carpenters need not lack employment. The 
rush to the Klondike in the spring will be unprecedented 
and cities must be built in the ,,·ilderness." 

One of the largest schemes anncunced relates to a 
plan for dredging gold-bearing sand from the beds of 
streams. The scheme was born in Seattle, and a com
pany has been formed to carry out the plans of the 
project. 

The intention of the company is to build one of the 
great earth and mud-eating machines that are convert
ing the tide lands of the upper bay end into the blocks 
of redeemed land that haw marked one of the undertak
ings that \\'ill provide Seattle ,Yith manufacturing sites, 
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and send it to the mouth of the Yukon river, where it \Yill 
be put together. One of the differences that will make 
the proposed dredger unique will be its power for self
propulsion and its extremely light draught. The power 
will be supplied to a stern-wheel, the same as to the light
clraught river steamers. 

Aiter the completion of the building of the dredger at 
the mouth of the Yukon, she ,,·ill start on her tour of in
nstigation up the riycr, putting her long black beak 
into t-he sand and gravel of the bottom and doing some 
prospecting on her own account. \\'hen a rich streak is 
found she will churn away with her centrifugal pumps 
and toss the gravel and nuggets as ,,-cll as dust and mud 
up by the bushel. \\'hen it is remembered that those who 
have come down say that a clay's work is 2,000 pounds 
per man, the largeness of the enterprise appears \\·hen 
these amounts are multiplied 400 or 500 times, as is pos
sible \\·ith the Bowers machine. 

The promoters argue that the gold deposits of the 
rivers and creeks are the results of the washing down by 
high waters and the carrying clmrn of ice floes. C pon 
this assumption the argument is made that in-the deeper 
channels the gold has sunk lower, and as the dredgers 
\\·ill work down to bedrock the belief is that the result of 
pumping from the bottom ,,·ill be proportionately richer. 
It has been demonstrated that the form of dredger to be 
used can deliver at the end of the conveyor pipes 70 ancl 
even a higher percentage of solid matter, and at ~Iare 
island, where work was at one time being done for the 
government, the centrifugal pumps brought up cannon 
balls, old tools and anchor chains. At Portland the 
dredger brought up loose mercury that ,ms lost from 
a broken case. If it will <lo this the specific graYit_,. of 
gold offers no impediment to the action of the rumps in 
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bringing it to the surface and delivering it at the dump. 
There will be no encroachment upon the claims of 

others, say the promoters, as the bottom of the rivers is 
believed to be the place where the gold "·ill be found. 
The contract for building the dredger will be let this fall, 
and its construction carried on under pressure. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

CANADA'S YUKON POLICY. 

OT\YITHSTAXDIXG the hard words 
said by Americans because of the im
position of a tariff tax, and the decision 
to collect fees for locating claims on 
the Klondike, the Canadian govern
ment is going forward on the line of 
policy \\'hich was laid dmrn soon after 
the first reports from the Klondike 

were confirmed. The interior department of Canada pub
lished a statement, warning Canadians not to try to get 
into the Klondike this fall, but to \\'ait until the spring of 
1898. This has had the effect of checking the first flow 
of gold-seekers from the eastern provinces. :dean\\'hile 
the Dominion cabinet held many meetings and dccidetl 
on certain lines of Yukon policy. 

Regulations governing places of mining were promul
gated by the department of the interior several months 
ago, before there \\·as the absolute knowledge of the enor
mous richness of the mines in the Klondike, and these 
,,·ill be amended in some particulars. Steps 11·ill be imme
diately taken for the maintenance of la,Y and order in the 
mining country. In addition to the t\\Cnty mounted po
lice there at present, the government will at once send up 
eighty more. 

Th~ officers of each detachment of police \\·ill he ap
pointed stipendiary magistrate,;, ,;o that means "·ill he 
furnished for the administration of law and order promptly 
and satisfactorily. A strong custom~ and police post will 
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be established a short distance north of the 6oth degree 
of latitude, just above the northern boundary of British 
Columbia, and beyond the head of the Lynn canal, where 
the Chilkoot pass and the White pass converge. This post 
will command the southern entrance to the \\'hole of that 
territory. A strong detachment of police will he stationed 
there, and the necessary barrack accommodations \Yill be 
erected. Further on small police posts will be established, 
about fifty miles apart, up to Fort -Selkirk. 

If it is possible to construct a telegraph line from the 
head of the Lynn canal over the mountains to the fir"t 
post just north of the British Columbia boundary, it would 
overcome the great present drawback of lack of means 
of winter communication with the Klondike. It is ac
conlingly the intention of the Canadian government to 
ascertain the probable cost of the construction of such a 
line, and, if the project is found to be feasible, to put it 
into execution. The government proposes also at once 
to get the approximate cost of a \\·agon road and of a 
narrow gauge railroad oyer the territory bet,Yeen the 
coast and the post beyond the mountains. The provisions 
of the "Real property" act of the Xorth\\'est territories 
\\·ill be extended t0 the Yukon country by an order in 
council, a register \\'ill be appointed, and a land title office 
will be established. 

:.\leanwhile, everybody is disc.ts"ing po,sible new and 
shorter routes to the gold fields. .'\. company has been 
organized in Toronto which propo,c~ to build a line of 
raihYay north from Edmonton. on the line of the Canadian 
Pacific rail\\'ay, and by alternate stretches of lake and rail 
to reach the Klondike entirely through Canadian terri
tory. The estimate of the probable cu~t of the project is 
gin·n a, some ~..:u,000,000, and it is safe to ,ay that it will 
nrn-r g ct he., ornl the discussion :,; t ;1gc. Another route 
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\\'hich is being mooted, and which seems to be more prac
ticable, is from the headwaters of the Ottawa river to 
Hudson bay, and thence by the :.fackenzie river to the 
Arctic ocean. The :.fackenzie river is known to be quite 
navigable for the greater part of its course; the unknown 
factor is the portage from the mouth of the l\lackenzie 
to the Yukon. So far, however, the route by \\·ay of the 
\ \'hite pass, and thence down the Yukon river by boat, 
seems likely to afford the easiest and quickest means of 
travel. 

The Canadian side of the Klondike question is cleverly 
sho,vn by one of the Dominion officials. He said: 

"There are not more Canadians rushing off to Klondike 
to spend the winter than there are of other nations, 
and neither the press, the government, nor the man on the 
street seems inclined to exaggerate the value of the new 
po~~ession. Every one believes or hopes that the best 
is yet to come; but he does not indulge in extravaganzas 
about the resources of the country. Indeed. he hardly 
qys as much in favor of it as he might. He is content 
that it has gold, and is \Yilling to let the climate, the lum
ber, and the agricultural possibilities of the region go. 

"Whether the country is paved with gold, as many ap
pear to believe, the future will show: but it is undoubtedly 
not the treeless, frozen \Yaste that it is called. The most 
accurate information that we have of the country, save as 
to its mines, is derived from a report to the director of the 
Canadian geological survey made by :.Ir. Da\\·son, son 
of Sir \\'illiam Dawson, of a trip of exploration made in 
1887. Since then various reports have been made, but 
none by trained scientists so qualified to come to a true 
finding of the possibilities of the country as those who 
made up :.Ir. Dawson's party. They spent the summer 
only in the region, and we have therefore no systematic 
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readings of temperature for the cold season; but they 
were able, from the flora and the advance of. vegetation 
when they reached the district, to draw fairly accurate 
inferences. The country is not one flowing with milk and 
honey; but it is not the region which the exaggerations 
natural in a miner who has 'struck it rich' have painted 
it." 

Of the climate :-Ir. Dawson reports: "In its southern 
portion (in which the Klondike region lies), situated be
tween the sixtieth and sixty-fifth degrees of latitude, is 
comprised a region of probably not less than 30,000 
square miles suitable for eventual agricultural occupation, 
and presenting none of the characters of a sub-arctic reg
ion which have, in advance of its exploration, been attri
buted to it. The winter climate of the \\·hole of this great 
region is knm,·n to be a severe one, but it must be remem
bered that the climatic conditions on the eastern and \Yest
ern sides of the continent are hy no means comparable. 
and that the isothermal lines. as already approximately 
drawn upon the maps, represent in a generalized form the 
aggregate of the influences which, working together, pro
duce at the site of old Fort Selkirk, on the 63d parallel 
of latitude in the t · pper Yukon basin, an attractive land
scape decked \Yith well-grown forests and ,,·ith interven
ing slopes of smiling meadow, while in the same latitude 
in Hudson strait ,,·e find even at midsummer merely a 
barren waste of rocks and ice. 

''The highest summer temperature he records is 84 
degrees; and he quotes the observations at the old Hud
son Bay company Fort Yukon, which is two degrees fur
ther north and well within the Arctic circle. The obser
vations give a mean summer temperature of 56.7 degrees, 
a mean winter temperature of -23.8 degrees, and a mean 
annual temperature of 16.8. That is cold enough. but 
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fuel is plentiful, and an abundance of white spruce, t,rn 
feet in diameter and admirably adapted for construction 
purposes, can be obtained anywhere in the e pper Yukon 
districts. There are, he notes, no areas of tundra, or 
frozen morass. such as are· stated to be characteristic of 
the lower Yukon. 

''The great clanger during the coming \\'inter \\'ill be 
from starvation; but that is not altogether the fault of 
the country. It is still customary in rural parts to take 
your basket along \\'hen you go to a surprise party; and it 
is absolutely necessary to import food when thousands 
of men make a surprise party in a hitherto unsettled coun
try. :-,' ot even the most bountiful region in the world, if it 
has never been settled, could provide for four thousand 
or five thousand ne,,-comers. The country, according to 
.:\lr. Dawson, could easily feed a large population. Game 
is abundant; the caribou and the moose are plentiful, and 
near 20,000 skins are exported annually from the country. 
The rivers teem \\·ith fish, and 'Klondike,' \\'e are told, 
means 'Salmon' river. 'The lakes and rivers generally 
throughout the country are \\'ell-supplied with fish, and 
a small party on any of the larger lakes would run little 
risk of starvation during the \Yinter if provided with a 
couple of good gill nets and able to devote themselves to 
laying in a stock of fish in the late autumn,' says the re
port. The trouble will be that no one, when gold is in 
sight, will trouble either to hunt or to fish· until the win
ter is far spent and starvation is staring the mining com
munity in the face. 

"After the first \\·inter there \\'ill be no danger of starva
tion, and prices, taking all things into consideration, will 
not be very high. The country will continue to import 
its food, but provisions could easily be J?roduced on the 
spot. :-Ir. Dawson writes of the agricultural possibilities 
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of the region in a·\\ay that would surprise many persons. 
He compares it with the district of \ · olovgda in northern 
European Russia, in the same latitude, which supports 
a population of a million and a half, although it has no 
minerals. 'Taking into consideration all the facts I have 
been able to gather,' he says. 'as \Yell as those to be derived 
from an examination of the natural flora of the country 
and the observed advance of vegetation, I feel no hesita
tion in stating my belief that such hardy crops as barley. 
rye, turnips, and flax can be successfully cultivated. Taken 
in conjunction \\'ith the physical features of the region, 
this means that there exists an area of about 6o,ooo square 
miles of ,,·hich a large proportion may-and doubtless 
in the future \\'ill-be utilized for the cultivation of such 
crops, ancl in 1,·hich cattle and horses might be maintained 
in sufficient numbers for local purposes, \\'ithout undue 
labor, as excellent summer grazing is to be found along 
the ri\'cr valleys, ancl natural hay meadm,·s are frequent. 
I do not maintain that the country is suitable for imme
diate occnpation hy a large self-supporting agricultural 
community, but holcl that agriculture may before many 
years be successfully prosecuted in conjunction with the 
natural development of the other resources of this great 
country.' 

"These reports are more to the purpose than the ran
dom talk of returned miners, and it is probable that this 
information, and more that has not been published, \Yas 
before the Canadian cabinet \\'hen they made their de
cision regarding the regulation of the mines. Had the 
condition of the country been such as the miners say, 
there would have been much justification for the policy 
of exclusion \\'hich many have advocated. In that case. 
there was no possibility of developing the country. It 
\\'as too barren and the climate too sCHTe C\'er to permit 
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of permanent settlement. The miners would come and 
gather their rich harvest and depart, taking with them the 
ri-:-hes of the nation. The mines belonged to Canada, 
and there seemed wisdom in excluding men of other na
tionalities from the country. They did not intend to re
main in the country and had no intention of spending 
their gains in the country: and there seemed c\·cry argu
ment in fayor of a policy of restricting the mines to Cana
dians. The regulations adopted. provided they can be 
enforced in a lawless, unorganized country, are devised 
\\'ith the purpose of developing the country. \ \'licther tlwY 
can be enforced no one who knows the splendid clisciplin.e 
of the ):" orthwest police can have a doubt. Provision has 
been made for the organization of the district. ):" ew roads 
are to be built and communications kept open, and eYcn 
requirement for the development of the district will be 
secured. The reservation of c,·ery alternate placer claim is 
only just to the community as a \\"hole, and \Yill tend to 
promote law and order. The reservation of a royalty 
\\"ill cause more trouble, but it cannot be said that the re
quirement is unjust. 

"The effect of tl1e regulations will be, should the dis
coveries continue and mining cease to be gambling and 
become an industry, the more quickly to encourage per
manent settlement in these regions and, as :.Ir. Da \\"son 
pointed out in his report, the miner wil1 be t11e pioneer. 
\ \'hile the Yukon district is at present far beyond the 
limits of ordinary settlement, \\'e may be prepared to hear 
(1888) at any time of the disco\"cry of important mineral 
deposits which will afford the necessary stimulus and 
may result, in the course of a few years. in the introduc
tion of a considerable population into even its most dis
tant fastnesses. To-day it may well be characterized by 
the term which has been employed in connection with 
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the }Iackenzie basin, a portion of ·Canada's Great Re
serve.' It appears, meanwhile, eminently desirable that 
we should facilitate, in so far as may be possible, the 
efforts of the miners and others, \Yho constitute our true 
pioneers in the region, and to whom, in conjunction with 
the fur companies and traders, the conquest of the whole 
of the great northwest has been due. In the future there 
is every reason to look forward to the time when this 
country \Yill support a large and hardy population, at
tached to the soil and making the utmost of its resources. 

"The Canadian government has done \Yisely in adopt
ing the policy thus suggested for them by their geolo
gists. The temptation was great, in a country where 
the sentiment of actual possession has not hitherto had 
much to feed itself on, to follow a policy of restriction 
and cry. Canada for the Canadians. They have not done 
so and their \Yisdom will have its fruits in the organiza
tion of a new territory.'' 

It is \\ ith a certain feeling of dissatisfaction that Cana
dians look upon the rush of prospectors and merchan
disers to the ne\dy found gold fields in .\laska. The 
routes all lie along the Pacific coast and through .\laska, 
and Canada gets no profit from the increase in travel. 
The Pacific route is open only three months in the year. 
The projectors of what is known as the Sault ~te. }Iarie 
and Hudson Bay railway think that at a cost of about 
$20,000,000 they \Yi11 be able to open a route that will 
be open to travel for fin months out of the twelve. 

The scheme, according to the Toronto }Iail and Em
pire, has gone beyond the talk stage and two companies, 
that already mentioned, and the Hudson Bay and Yukon 
Raih\·ay and ::"\avigation company, have been chartered 
by the dominion parliant1ent. From :-Iissarrabie, the 
point on the main line of the Canadian Pacific raihvay 
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nearest to Hudson bay. a raih\'ay is to be built 220 miles 
to :\loose fort, on the shore of Canada's great inland sea. 
Thence by a ,vaterway of I ,300 miles Chesterfield inlet, 
at the northwest corner of Hudson bay, is reached. 

The inlet extends west inland 200 miles. From here 
a rail\\'ay 200 miles long \\·ill connect with the waters of 
Great Slave lake. From here, it is asserted, there is a 
navigable \\'aterway for large boats to the mouth of the 
:\Iackenzie river, a distance of 1,300 miles. From the 
mouth of the :-Iackenzie a short raihYay of fifty miles 
would give access to the Porcupine river, a navigable trib
utary of the Yukon, by which rivers a journey of 400 

miles leads right to the lately discovered gold fields. 
l\'inety per cent of the whole distance is by ,vater. 

In the opinion of C. T. HarYcy. engineer and general 
manager, this is the most important proposition next to 
the Canadian Pacific rail\\·ay ever submitted for the con
sideration of the people of Canada. :\Ir. Harvey divides 
the results into four-( I) the rendering accessible of the 
gold fields, petroleum, salt and sulphur deposits, and the 
coal beds of the Yukon and :-lackenzie basins; (2) the 
opening up for settlement of the Lake Athabaska and 
Peace river regions; (3) the giving access to the whaling 
and fishing industries of Hudson bay; (-1-) the benefits 
to accrue to Ontario, and especially Toronto, by becom
ing the base of so great a system of navigation and trade. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

KNEW YUKON DISTRICT YEARS AGO. 

ELIABLE information comes from Prof. 
James Dryden of the Agricultural Col
lege of Ctah to the effect that the Cana
dian parliament kne\\" of the gold mines 
in the Yukon district some years ago. 
Prof. Dryden acted as secretary of a 
select committee of the Canadian par
liament in 1888. This committee ,,·as 

appointed to investigate the mineral resources of the 
;( ortlrn·est territory. The report of the committee is 
printed in a volume of 800 pages, illustrated with maps, 
and the Klondike river does not appear in any of the 
maps. 

But that part of the Yukon district no\\" known as 
the Klondike figured extensively in the investigation. 
XO\\', \\"hen every source of information bearing in any 
\\'ay on the gold-producing area of the Yukon river 
is being placed under tribute, this report has assumed 
an importance not anticipated by the committee which 
made it. 

The report is of peculiar interest in that it deals largely 
with the mineral resources of the ::\fackenzie river basin, 
for it is highly probable that this mighty stream will 
carry many Klondikers toward the Arctic circle next 
summer. 

Prof. Dryden, in giving a synopsis of the report, \\'rites 
as follows: 

"As might be expected, the inYestigation, as it related 
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to mineral resources. was less satisfactory than m other 
directions; gold fields are not discovered by commit
tees. But very much was elicited. llefore proceeding 
to giYe more detailed information, let me quote the find
ings, or conclusiom. of the committee in regard to the 
mineral resources: 

·· 'Of the mines of this vast region little i;-; known of 
that part east of the :.Iackenzie river and north of Great 
Slave lake. Of the western affluents of the :.I ackenzie 
enough is known to show that on the headwaters of the 
Peace, Liarcl and Peel rivers there are from I 50,000 to 
200,000 square miles ,Yhich may be considered aurifer
ous, while Canada possesses west of the Rocky moun
tains a metalliferous area, principally of gold-yielding 
rocks, I ,300 miles in length, ,Yith an average breadth of 
400 to 500 miles, giving an area far greater than that of 
the similar mining districts of the neighboring republic. 

" · In addition to these auriferous deposits, golc\ has 
been found on the \Yest shore of Hudson·s bay, and has 
been said to exist in certain portions of the Barren 
grounds. ~ilwr on the Cpper Liarcl and Peace rin'.rs, 
copper upon the Coppermine river, which may be con
nected with an eastern arm of Great Bear lake by a tram
\Ya y of forty miles; iron, graphite, ochre, brick and pot
tery clay, mica, gypsum, lime and sandstone, sand for 
glass and molding, and asphaltum, are all known to 
exist, \Yhile the petroleum area is so extensive as to 
justify the belief that eventually it will supply the larger 
part of this continent and be shipped from Churchill 
or some more northern Hudson's bay port to England. 

·• 'Salt and sulphur deposits are less extensive, but the 
former is found in crystals equal in purity to the best 
rock salt, and in highly saline springs, while the latter 
is found in the form of pyrites, and the fact that these 
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petroleum and salt deposits occur mainly near the line 
of division between deep water navigation and that fitted 
for lighter craft, gives them a possible great commercial 
value. The extensive coal and lignite deposits of the 
lower :.\lackenzie and elsewhere will be found of great 
value when the question of reducing its iron ores and 
the transportation of the products of this vast region 
have to be solved by steam sea-going or lighter river 
craft.' 

"Some of the testimony upon which these conclusions 
were based is highly interesting, though the investiga
tion, of course, covered the whole basin of the :.\lac
kenzie, and only incidentally of the Yukon. But there 
is also valuable testimony showing the great auriferous 
value of the upper waters of the Yukon. Hitherto that 
great country up there ,vas only of value as a fur pre
s<:T\'C: that has been its chief, if not only, commercial 
value in the past. The great the 'Honorable Hudson's 
Bay company' enjoyed a monopoly of the fur trade, and 
its policy has been to keep the country in the dark. They 
at one time owned it by grant from England. They have 
forts established all dO\vn the :.\lackenzie and other im
portant rivers, \Yhere they purchase the furs by barter 
from the Indians, and the trade has run up to several 
million dollars a year. These traders were mostly Eng
lish and Scotch 'gentlemen's' sons, many of them mar
rying Indian girls or French half-breeds and spending 
their lives in the great northern seclusion, until retired 
in old age by the company. Some of these men were 
examined by the committee. They were nry reticent 
about the fur trade, but told what they knew about the 
mineral and other resources of the country. At some 
of these forts there are English church and Roman Cath
olic missions established, and a fc,y missionaries were 
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examined, and gave valuable testimony in regard to the 
great resources of the countr~·. Dr. George :\I. Daw
son, chief, and Dr. Robert Bell and Prof. :\lacoun of the 
Canadian geological surny. and others, \\·ho had tra
\'ersed the country, also testified. 

"Speaking of the mineral resources, Isadore Clut. 
0. :\I. I., bishop of Arindele, said: 'There is gold in the 
sandbanks of the Peace ri\'er, and in considerable quan
tities, but during the \\'inter and in high \\·atcr it can
not be mined. The miners make there from $15 to $20 

per day. There is copper, and one river bears the name 
of~ine. It is found there in great pieces. I have 
seen little crosses made of it by the savages themselves 
,\·hen they \\'ere not able to have other metal. Sulphur 
abounds in several places. I have seen it on the Clear
\Yater river, and above all on the west bank of the Great 
Slave lake. It is there in such quantities that the odor 
is annoying to those who pass by. Xear Fort Smith 
there in a salt mine which is probably the most beauti
ful and the most abundant in the universe. There is a 
veritable mountain of salt. By digging a little in the 
earth, from six inches to a foot, rock salt can be found 
there. In addition to that there are salt springs, where 
during the winter the salt runs from these springs 
and forms ,little hills of salt. You have only to 
shovel and you can gather a fine salt, pure and clean. 
On the borders of the Peace river stones are found 
which are sufficiently precious to make rings of them. 
I have seen gypsum along the :\Iackenzie and a little 
below Fort Xorman. * * * In the Peace river and 
the Liard river certainly there is gold in large quan
tities. It is found in the sandbars, and I fancy that mines 
will be discovered in the Rocky mountains and that the 
gold is carried from that part the same as in British 
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Columbia, on the other side of the mountains. I should 
imagine, therefore, that there is considerable gold m 
the Rocky mountains.' 

"Dr. Dawson, who made geological explorations in 
the upper Yukon region, testified as follows: '\ \'ith 
regard to the gold on the Liard~, which is a tribu
tary of the "'.\fackenzie, I may state further that remuner
ative bars have been \\·orkecl east of the country clown 
toward the :.\Iackenzie. The whole appearance of this 
country leads to the belief that important mineral de
posits will be found in it, besides those placer mines. 
There are large quantities of quartz ledges along the 
rivers in many places on the Liard river; half the river 
gravel is composed of quartz and the whole country is 
full of quartz veins, some of which are likely to yield 
valuable minerals.' 

"Q. 'Is it a gold-bearing quartz?' 
"A. ·Ye~. because ,,·e find gold in the bars, though 

not, so far as I have discovered, in the loose quartz. In 
fact, the whole country at the headwaters of the Liarcl 
ancl running across to the Yukon forms part of the 
metalliferous belt which nms from :.\ f exico tc, Alaska 
ancl includes a great area of that country. ,Yhirh is as 
likely to be rich in minerals as any portion of that metal
liferous belt. \ \' <' should remember that in British Co
lumbia and on the headwaters of the Yukon we have 
from I ,200 to I .300 miles of that metalliferous belt of the 
west coast. This is almost precisely the same length 
of that belt contained in the l' nited State,-, and I think 
there is ewry reason to believe that eventually it will 
be found susceptible of an equal development from a 
mining point of view. From circumstances to which 
I need not now refer. it has so far been more developed 
in the L- nited States than on this side of the line.' 
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"Q. ·\ \'hat is the average \\'iclth of that belt of 1,200 

or I ,300 miles?' 
":\. 'About 400 miles. on the average. Fort Selkirk, 

or the ruins of Fort Selkirk, at the mouth of the Lc\\'cs 
river, which is one of the main branches of the Yukon, 
is about 1 ,ooo miles clue north of \'ictoria, \\'ithout tak
ing into account ten degrees of longitude \\'hich it is 
west, but it gi\'cs an idea of the depth of the country 
\\'hich is worth remarking. You find a country here 
1,000 miles north of \'ictoria in which there is no doubt' 
you can still grow barley and hardy cereals, a distance 
as nearly as possible identical \\'ith the whole ,,·idth of 
the l'nited ~tates on the Pacific coast from the . .j.(Jth 
parallel to :.\Iexico, yet at Fort Selkirk \\'e arc still 750 
or 800 miles from the Arctic ocean-nearly twice as far 
from the :\retie ocean as we are here in ( ltta\\'a from the 
:\tlantic.' 

"Q. 'That ,,·mild make a square area of 520,000 miles. 
Is that what the committee arc to understand?' 

.. :\. 'That \\·ill express the area of the metalliferous 
belt in a general \\'ay and may be taken as a minimum 
figure. This Yukon country ,,·as first prospected in 1880 
by miners who came across by this Chilkoot pass. Since 
then a yearly increasing number of miners has been 
going in. In 1887. this last summer. there were about 
250 men, nearly IOO of whom are wintering at Forty
:.\I ile creek, near the international boundary. * * * 
The gold which ,,·as taken out of that country iast sum
mer, not counting the Cassiar country to the south, but 
merely the Yukon district. was estimated by the miners 
at $70,000, but that is a very rough estimate indeed, be
cause there is no ,,·ay of checking it except by allowing· 
so much per man on the average. There is an almost 
11nprecedentecl le.ngth of river bars from which g-olcl is 
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obtained in that country. I have not tried to estimate 
it, but here and there on nearly all those rivers gold is 
found in paying quantities. The gold-bearing river bars 
must be reckoned in the aggregate by thousands of 
miles in length.' 

"Q. 'All those rivers, meaning the Yukon and its 
branches and the Liard and its branches?' 

··A. ·Yes.' 
"Though the Copperrnine river lies east of the :-lac· 

kenzie, and far from the Yukon, it may be interesting 
to give here the testimony of Dr. Dawson in regard to 
copper in that river. He said, speaking of the Copper
mine riYer particularly, that 'there is every reason to 
believe there is a repetition along that river and in its 
vicinity of those rocks which contain copper on Lake 
~uperior and \\"hich have proved so rich there. But 
that region seems to be beyond the reach of the pros
pector at present.' 

"Enough has been said. I take it, to sho\\" that there i~ 
a country up north rich in mineral resources. and the 
riches are not, by any means, confined to one little trib
utary of the Yukon. That the country is rich in min
erals, that it cowrs an empire in extent, there is every 
reason to believe, how rich no one can tell. There has 
been profitable placer mining at Forty-~Iile creek, near 
the Klondike, for some fifteen years, and Fort Reliance 
(long since abandoned), which, I understand, i~ right in 
the immediate vicinity of the Klondike, was built away 
back by the old . .\retie explorers. That the riches of the 
Klondike could remain hidden for these many years. 
though miners have been working all the time in the 
near neighborhood, affords some color to the belief that. 
after all, the California gold diggings will dwindle bv 
comparison with those of the Yukon. It has long bee~ 
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the opinion that when the moss and timber are cleared 
off the river sides and gulches (similar to \\'hat miners 
were obliged to do in Cassiar), the diggings \Yill be ex
tensive and rich. 

"The following extracts from a report made by Capt. 
\\'illiam :\loore in January, 1888, and "·hich \\·as pub
lished in the report of :\Iackenzie basin committee, is 
highly interesting as giving an idea of the mining 
operations that \\'ere conducted at Forty-:\Iile creek as 
far back as ten years ago: 

"'According to information gathered from reliable 
sources: From the 1st of :\lay to the 15th of July there 
has been taken out at least $ I 50,000, three-fourths of 
\\'hich \\"as taken out on Forty-:\Iilc creek, as \\'hen a 
party of men came out early last spring on the ice and 
confirmed the statement of the strike of coarse gold on 
Forty-:\lile creek, most of the men from Lem:,; river 
and the Hootalinqua went right dmrn to the nc\\· strike, 
"·hich only left eight miners on the Hootalinqua, and 
seven on Cassiar bar and the Yicinity, four men on Pelly 
rinr. fifteen on Stewart river and se,-cn on ~ixty-:\lile 
creek. 

'' '\\'ith regard to the richness of Forty-:\lile creek. 
:\ I iners would not work $8 diggings; they clicl not con
sider that amount as \Yages. They did make all the \Yay 
from $IO to $125 per clay. 

* * * * ~ * * 
·• 'Enr\' stream entering into the Upper Yukon has 

gold in it. The best paying bars of this section, so far 
as discovered, are situated from the mouth of the Hoot
alinqua river down about seventy-fin miles. Cassiar. 
Densmuir's and ~IcCormac's bars, as marked on the 
sketch map, are the best-paying ones. yielding from $8 
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to $ . .J.0 per day: also up the Hootalinqua river at dif
ferent places the above pay has been obtained. 

* * * * * * * 
"'\Yhite river, 125 miles below Pelly river, is navi

gable for about eighty miles, and prospects of $5 and 
$8 per day have been found. The upper portion of this 
river is a great resort for caribou, moose and beaver. 
Stewart river, fifteen miles belo,v \\'bite river, is naviga
ble for about 250 miles. The estimated amount of gold 
taken out of this river in the seasons of 1885 and 1886 
is about $140,000. There being very little fall in this 
river, miners experience considerable trouble in working 
sluices. Some parties are nmv negotiating to take steam 
pumps up there, as there is plenty of fine gold diggings 
on this stream which will pay from $IO to S50 per day 
\\·ith sluices. It is known that miners have made as 
high as $140 a day with common rockers, although the 
gol<l was minutely fine.'" 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

SOME HISTORICAL GOLD CRAZES. 

OLD HAS been called the "pioneer" 
of civilization, because it led men into 
the wilderness, across unkno\\'11 seas, 
and over wide prairies and desert 
plains. It has been pointed out that 
every "gold rush" was the beginning of 
new states and countries; that the dis
covery of gold in some far-off locality 
,<lid more to populate the land that the 

most energetic efforts of immigration agents or govern-
ment offici;;.ls. The Klondike rush is simply history tT

peating itself. California saw just such exciting timts in 
18-1-<J: .\ustralia in 1851. Then came the "craze~·· of the 
Frazer rinr in 1858: of X orthern Arizona in 187 4; of 
Tombstone in 1879; of :-.;outh Africa in 1880; of Lower 
California in 1889; of Creede in 1889; of Cripple Creek 
in 1890, and Horqua Hola in 1892. 

To gold the entire Pacific coast owes its present pros
perity. The existence of gold had long been known in 
Caiifornia, and washings had been carried on in the south
ern part, near the :-;an Fernando mission, as early at 1841. 
X o discovery had been made, however, \\'hich attracted 
much attention or caused excitement previous to the 
occupation of the country by the Americans. 

A piece of native gold \\'as picked up in an excavation 
made for a mill race on the south fork of the American 
river at a place now called Colona. By the end of 

27 
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December 1848, washing for gold was going on all along 
the foothills of the Sierra, a distance of 150 miles. 

The first adventurers came from :.Iexico, the South 
American coast, and cnn from the Sandwich islands. 
The excitement eventually spread east, and in the spring 
of 1849 the rush of emigration across the plains and by 
way of the Isthmus of Panama commenced. 

The epidemic reached the east in the fall of 1848, and 
before the winter of 1848-49 the gold of California was 
the ruling topic of conversation in every Atlantic city. 
People were everywhere making ready to start for the 
new El Dorado. Dy January, 1849, ninety vessels, car
rying 8,000 passengers, had sailed from various ports. 
hound for San Francisco, and seventy more \\'ere ach·er
tised to sail. Pulpits resounded with warnings against 
riches as the source of all evil, but the preachers, \\·hen 
they could, took ship for the land of gold like other 
people. Early in 1849 the population of San Francisco 
swelled from 2,000 to 14,000. Four hundred sailing ves
sels were abandoned by their crews at their anchorage 
in the bay. Labor \\'as worth $10 a day. The first 
Pacific mail steamer passed through the Golden Gate. 
In that year. 1849, 540 vessels entered the port, carrying 
35,000 passengers, and 42,000 immigrants arrived by the 
overland journey across the plains. In the same year the 
yield of the mines was probably not less than $18,000,-
000. 

It was estimated that 100,000 men reached California 
during that year, including representatives of enry state 
of the union. The emigration to the land of gold con
tinued with but little abatement for three years. but the 
excitement fell off in a marked degree in 1854. 

California discoveries gave rise to a general search 
for precious deposits in the Pacific states, and this \\'as 
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followed by wild speculations. A great deal of money 
was sunk in opening new mines and in attempting to 
develop old ones which had never yielded anything of 
value. 

Fifty thousaml men were engaged in mining for gold 
in California at the dose of 1850, ancl during I 852 and 
1853 fully roo,ooo were at work. :\t this time the Cali
fornia gold washings reached about $65,000,000 in value 
a vear. 

:\t this period the diggings for gold were chiefly along 
the rivers. These ,wre ··fiumecl"-that 1s, the water 
was diverted from its natural channel by means of 
wooden flumes-and the accumulation of sand and 
gravel in the former beds was washed. 

The first and richest "placers,"" such as the bar~ on the 
:\merican, Yuba, Feather. Stanislaus and other smaller 
streams in the heart of the gold region, yielded each 
miner as much as Sr .ooo to $5.000 a clay. 

The miners were excitable and frequently left valuable 
localities in search of something better. Occasionally 
a kind of frenzy \\·ould seize on them and thousands 
,vould flock to some very distant locality on the strength 
of newspaper and other reports. :\fany would then 
perish from disease and staryation, the rest returning 
in poverty and rags. 

The effect of the gold discoveries in California upon 
the fortunes of that state and of the world at large are 
too ,veil known to require any description here. It was 
a revolution. :\Iichael Chevalier predicted that it would 
cause such a depreciation in gold as compared "·ith 
silver that the former would practically be demonetized. 
and it needed energetic efforts on the part of English 
financiers to check a tendency toward a general want of 
confidence in the yellow metal. 



4.58 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

Defore three years elapsed the discoveries in Califor

nia ,, ere duplicated in Australia. Some years before Sir 

Roderick Murchison had predicted that gold would be 

found in the quartz and in 185 r Hargreaves, \Yho had 

been at the diggings in California, looked for it in the 

Bathurst district of :( ew South \\'ales, and found what 

he \Yas looking for. His discovery was at first received 

with incredulity. but when Dr. Kerr found on the Turon 

a lump of gold worth $21,000, and a nugget was taken 

to ~yclney which sold for $6,200 there could be no ques

tion of the facts. \ \. orkmen of all classes deserted their 

callings to hunt for gold, and they were so succegsful 

that in the fall of r8s 1 the average earnings of pros

pectors rose to $5 a d;y. Simultaneonsly all articles of 

commerce advanced: wheat qnadruplecl in valne: pota

toes rose from 7 shillings to 21 shillings a hundred 

,wight. and freight from Sydney to the mines from SI 2 

to $150 a ton. \\'hen the ne\YS reached Enrope thon

sancls of a<lventurers embarked for Anstralia. declaring 

that it~ treasnres cast into the ~hade those of California. 

;\felbonrne was jealons of Sydney. and a generon~ 

reward was offered for the di~cm-cry of a gold field \Yithin 

the province of \'ictoria. The resnlt was the disconry 

in Angust, 1851, of the diggings of Ballarat. Ten thou

sand adventurers flocked to the spot, which maintained 

its repntation as the greatest gold camp in the world till 

:\Iount Alexander and Bendigo creek were discovered. 

Before Kew Year's it was said that there were 50,000 

miners at Bendigo, and ;\ I elbourne was depopulated. 

Flour, which was \\·orth $100 a ton at the seaboard was 

in demand at $1,000 a ton at the mines; oats rose :ight

fold, mining tools sold for anything the dealers chose to 

ask. In that winter it was said that an average of 15,000 
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adventurers arrived each month at :\Iclbourne, and car
penters and masons were getting $IO a day. 

The golcl find provecl to be no flash in the pan. The 
yield swelled month hy month and year by year, until 
in 1856 the export from l\Ielbourne alone, without tak
ing Sydney into account, was over $6o,ooo,ooo. In the 
same year the mint at S\·dncy receind $7,500,000 in gold 
from the mines, and X ew Zealand procluced $10,000,000. 

The golcl of . .\ustralia \Yas found in the silurian rocks, 
especially in the more ancient beds, ancl in the gravel 
or debris of those rocks. It occurs likewise in the gravel 
of the drifts of the miocene of the territory. The greatest 
finds were made in quartz veins traversing a lower silu
rian schist rock formation, on spurs of the great Aus
tralian Cordillera. The silurian strata are upheayecJ and 
twisted; the yeins show marks of the action of fire, as 
if they had forced their \Yay through the rocks in a 
molten condition. X o rule can be laid dO\rn in reganl to 
the richness of the veins. 

The Kern river fenT raged through the l' nited States 
in 1855. and at least 5,000 miners went to that distant 
region of the Sierra, only to fincl that the gold deposits 
were already worked out. 

In Australia's heyday, just as the yielcl of the Califor
nia placers had declinecl to such a degree that some of 
the most famous diggings were given over to Chinamen, 
rumors, \Yhich gradually gathered strength, reached San 
Francisco that gold had been discovered in the bed of 
the Frazer river. The first finds were made in 1856: it 
was not till the spring of 1858 that Frazer riyer gold 
began to appear at the money-changers' establishments 
on :\ I ontgorncry street. An exodus set in for \'ictoria, 
just as now for Juneau. Hy June, 1~5~. IO,ooo miners 
were at work between Langley and the forks of the 
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river, and every bar for 140 miles of the Frazer's course, 
and along the Thompson, ,vas being prospected. T\\li 

flourishing towns, Yale and Hope, sprang up on the river 
banks, and before snow fell 20,000 adventurers are said 
to have left California for the nc\\' camps, Of these the 
great bulk endured untold hardships and found no gold, 
They returned to San Francisco discouraged and penni
less and denounced Frazer river as a humbug, just as 
some of the unlucky Yukon adventurers may possibly 
be denouncing the Klondike next year. 

But Frazer rinr was a real find, \\·hich added, in the 
course of twenty-odd years. more than twice as much 
gold to the world's supply as Spain had obtained from 
the Americas in the same space of time. Estimates of 
the yield of 1858 var:-· so ,.,idely that it is difficult to 
ascertain the truth. Good, the Canadian minister of 
mines, reckoned that tht output of that year was not over 
$500,000, but .\IcDonald, figuring from the reports of 
bankers and express companies, set it down as $2,150,-
000. This \\·as chiefly scale gold. comminuted by ham
mering between boulders into fine flat scales, and mixed 
with considerable flour gold. The yield increased in 
1859 and again in 1860; for the three years the total out
put ,vas probably something like $6,000,000 or $7,000,-
000. It did not convulse trade, nor set the ,vorld crazy, 
as the discoveries in California and Australia had clone, 
because the discouraging reports set afloat by returning 
miners in 1858 cooled popular ardor, and threw a bucket 
of cold water on the spirits of the adventurers. 

But the furor "·as rekindled in 1861 by fresh discov
eries in the Caribou mountain country, and at Quesnel 
Forks diggings, at the head waters of the Frazer and 
Thompson. Here the gold found in the streams was 
coarse, and the mountains generally consisted of slates, 
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which. in lower latitudes, had been found to be aurifer
ous. The best fields for mining were the beds of buried 
rivers below the level of the modern streams, as in the 
Sierra counties of California. In the deposit on the beds 
of ti1ese prehistoric rivers were found richly concen
trated gold leads, which ,,·ere reached by shafts and 
levels. It was from these that the chief wealth of Cari
bou \Yas extracted. In 1861 $2,000,000 of gold "·as 
shipped; as much more in 1862; an increased quantity 
in 1863, and though after that year the excitement sub
sided, the influx of gold-seekers ceased, and many miners 
abandoned the country. :.\Ir. Bancroft estimates the 
total yield of the region in twenty years at somewhere 
between $30,000,000 and $40,000,000. It ,rill average 
$4.000,000 a year to-day. 

But liberal as the output of Caribou ,Yas. it caused no 
stir throughout the world, and from 1861 to 1881 the 
mining population only averaged about r .500. In the 
beginning it witnessed the inflation usual in new mining 
camps; miners got $IO and $12 a day, and flour was $1 
a pound; but afterward, though the actual yield was 
larger than it had been in the early days. and Antler and 
\Villiam creeks ,Yere pouring out the precious metal· by 
the pound, things settled clown to a steady business-like 
basis, and the people did not get richer there than any
where else. There was a brief period when Carib~u 
figured in the newspapers as a rival to Ballarat and 
Frazer river. But it did not last, though it may have 
deserved to last. 

The stories told by old miners who took part in the 
Frazer river rush are on the lines of the tales related b" 
returned Klonclikers. · 

Over the sides of the Frazer canyon everything had to 
be packed on the backs of prospectors or Indians, and 
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provisions frequently fell short. :.lany times mining 
had to be suspended for \\'ant of food; parties left the 
camps for the river mouth in search of supplies or allayed 
the pangs of hunger by eating \\'ild berries. There 
were no cases of starvation on the Frazer, as food was 
ahYays \\'ithin t,rn or three day~· reach; and the cold, 
though severe in December and January, was nothing 
like the temperature on the Yukon. 

At Antler creek nuggets could be picked out of the 
soil by hand, and the rocker yielded fifty ounces in a 
fe\\' hours. Shovelfuls sometimes contained $50 each. 
Individuals \\'ere making $1,000 a day, and the output of 
sluice and flume claims \\'as sixty ounces a day to the 
man. :.luch of the ground yielded $r ,ooo to the square 
foot. At \ \'illiam creek several claims realized 100 

ounces a clay. One man obtained 387 ounces in a clay 
and 409 ounces on the day following. c\t Darkerville the 
Ditter company \\ ashed out in one day 200 pounds of 
gold. Sewral claim;; yielded roo ounces and more 
daily. The \ ,. ake-up-J ake company washed fifty-t\\·o 
ounces from a panful of dirt. 

At \Tan \\'inkle Xed Campbell and associates took out 
1,700 ounces in three days' \\'ashing, and near there 
the Discovery company, consisting of four men, took out 
forty pounds in one day, and cleaned up at the encl of 
the season \\'ith $250,000. At LmYhee creek Richard 
Willoughby worked a claim on a blue slate heel rock 
\Yithin four feet of the surface, and obtained eighty-four 
ounces in one <lay and $1,000 in the week, \Yhile near him 
two brothers named Patterson took out $10,000 in five 
weeks, one day yielding seventy-three ounce;;, partly 
in nuggets weighing ten ounces each. At the Quesnel 
forks the clean-up for the day "as sometimes as much as 
two men could carry. 
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The discoverers of the rich diggings at Antler creek 
\\ere three men-Rose, Diety and :-IcDonald. \\.hat 
became of ;.\IcDonald, who was a French-Scotchman 
from Cape Breton, is not known. Diety died a pauper 
at Yictoria in 1877. Rose \\·andered a\rny from camp 
one Jay and for weeks no one kne,r where he was. A 
party tr~mping through the snow one day came upon 
his body. His tin cup hung from the branch of a tree. 
On it ,vas scratched with the point of a penknife, ··Dying 
of starvation. R0se. '' 

\\"hile there has never been a year when the gold 
fever has not raged with more or less intensity in some 
quarter of the globe, the next great era of intense excite
ment which attracted the attention of the whole world 
was in the early 'So's, when the extraordinary gold fields 
of the Transvaal, or ~outh African republic, \Yere dis
covered. 

The quartz formation of the famous vVitwatersrand 
reef differed entirely from any hitherto known gold-bear
ing ore, and at first many \Yere skeptical of its value. 
But when it became known that the reef extended in 
an unbroken half circle for forty miles and formed one 
of the richest fields in the world, the msh across the 
"nldt" began. Thousands traversed the I ,ooo miles 
which st>paratecl "the Rand" from the English colo
nies anrl the peaceful little Dutch republic \\·a,: invaded 
by a wild, greedy. excited mob of all nationalities. The 
town of Johannesburg rose from a single hut tb a cit_,· 
of nearly 100,000 inhabitants in less than t,Yo years. 

Fabulous fortunes were made in a few months. These 
were acquired, however, not by hard work in the mines, 
but by floating bogus companies when the fever was 
at its height. There was no placer mining, and before 
the reef could be made profitable immense machinery 
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had to be carried over hundreds of miles of rough coun
try. But the gold \\·as there, and the output last year 
equaled that of any other country of the world. 

The Cnited States had its next great epidemic of gold
mining fever early _in 1889, when the discoveries in 
Lower California caused intense excitement along the 
Pacific coast. The Santa Clara district, to which the 
crowds rushed, was about 120 miles south of San Diego, 
and forty \Yest of Resanaga. During :.larch, 1889, an 
average of 6oo men reached the mines each day. The 
town of Ensanada \Yas practically deserted by males. 

One of the first workers washed out $4,000 worth of 
gold in four hours near the Rancho Real de! Castillo. 
The pan deposit was mainly of black sand, from which 
the gold was easily extracted by the aid of amalgamated 
copper plate. A .'.\Iexican digger took out $1,500 in t,rn 
days in the space of eight feet square. 

The price of provisions during :\larch at the diggings 
\Yas tremendously high. Five dollars \\·as paid for a 
fifty-pound sack of flour. and $3.50 for a ten-pound sack 
of oatmeal. Drinks were 25 cents each. 

It ,,·as in this same year, during the summer of 1889, 
that X. C. Creede, \\·ho killed himself recently, discov
ered his famous "Holy :.Ioses" mine in Colorado, and 
other rich deposits, \Y hich attracted thousands to the 
,Yildest regions about the \\'iJim,· creek, where the town 
of Creede was subsequently built. 

.'.\Ieantime prospecting had been going on in the 
Cripple creek district; of Colorado, and it was to this 
vicinity that the next great rush of gold-seekers \Yas des
tined to be directed. "Bob" \Vomack, a cowboy, was the 
first to find ore in Poverty gulch. He took it to Colorado 
Springs late in 1890, and the float was found to yield $240 
to the ton. Edward de la \'ergne, T. F. Frisbie and Dr. 
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J. P. Grannis then put up the Broken Box ranch on 
Cripple creek, located a claim under the name of El 
Dorado. This ,vas the first claim registered in the dis
trict. 

X ext :-I. C. Lackford located the Blue Bell in Squaw 
gulch, and ''Bob" \York. a Denver barber, located the 
Rose :\laud, which showed on one of the earliest assays 
no less than $2,300 per ton. 

In July, 1891, the Buena \·ista and the Gold King 
mines were located. \\'hen the Buena \'ista was sold to 
Count Pourtalis and T. C. Parrish, of Colorado ~pring~. 
the attention of the entire country was called to the Crip
ple Creek gale! fields, and the rush began. Over the 
,,·ind-swept Rocky mountain tops. or waist-deep through 
the snow in the gulches, the cletermined body of treasure
seekers pourecl upon the district and claims ,vere staked 
in all directions. 

From :-lineral hill to the creek bee! the mountain sides 
,vere covered ,vith claims, as was all the ground on both 
sides of the lines, regardless of the character of the rock. 

:\Jany hardships ,,·ere endured at Cripple Creek in 
these early davs of its popularity. and to such as \\-ere 
successful the life \\ as a rough and distasteful one at best. 

One of the \vealthiest men at Cripple Creek at the end 
of 1893 was \\"infield ~- Stratton, who \Vas accounted to 
be worth from $15,000,000 t~ $25,000,000. He had tried 
his luck in all the camps of the state of Colorado, and 
was one of the first to enter the Cripple Creek district. 
At that time he had no money at all. .\fter prospect
ing around he made up his mind to pack his traps and 
go back to his old ,rnrk as a carpenter. when he discov
ered the yellow metal on a piece of float picked up on 
ground o,vned by ''Dick" Houston, the Indian scout, antl 
the "Father of Cripple Creek.'' 
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It was the morning of July 4, and Stratton called the 
claim he located the Independence. He had at that time 
no great hopes of the claim, but a fe\Y weeks later the 
assayers told him that the rock he had srnt them from 
this location ran $300 or $400 \(> the ton. 

It is reported that one day a man went to Stratton and 
said: ··\ Yill you take $10,000,000 for your mine?" 

"Old ~Ian" Stratton, as he was always called, replied: 
"Do you happen to haw a million in your pocket?" 

The other said: "\'o, but I can get it." 
Then Stratton ad cl eel: "\ Yell, if you would giYe me 

ten times ten millions and put a million in gold clown 
to bind the bargain, I \\'ouldn't sell. If I had tl1e money 
I woulcln"t knm\· \\·hat to do with it. As long as it is 
down in the mine no one can take it away from me, ancl 
I can take it out as iast I please." 

On Battle mountain, just abo\'e the "Inclepenclence," 
was the second largest prize \Yon by the early explorers 
of Cripple Creek. This great gold mine is called the Port
land. Early residents tell the story of its beginning as 
follows: 

.. 'Jimmie' Doyle had a bit of a patch on top o' the 
mountain that might ha\·c been big enough for a garden 
and then again it might not. It was altogether about 
a sixth of an acre. But it had a win. Close by ·Jimmie' 
Burns-it is ~Ir. James F. Burns !10\\·-had another hit 
of a patch. They were both Irish ancl both from Port
land, ~re., ancl so they put their claims together, and 
called their mine 'Portland.· in honor of their natiye 

town." 
Both were tenderfeet ancl didn't know just what to 

do with their property, so one day John Harnan came 
along and said to them: 

"Boys, what'll you give me if I'll find you pay rock?" 
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Doyle and Burns agreed to give Harnan a third if he 
found the pay rock. He found it that afternoon, and a 
year ago Haman's third of the mine was worth $2,000,-

000 in the market. 
The Portland has produced several millions of dollars' 

worth of gold. Stories such as these drove Colorado 
wild in the early days of Cripple Creek mining. and from 
35,000 to 50,000 people flocked to the fields. ~ one of 
these places which have been the objective points of 
gold-fever rushes, however, seem to have been as inac
cessible as the new gold fields of northwestern British 
Columbia, and ,,·hatever hardships were suffered by the 
'49ers of California or the bush diggers of A.ustralia ma,. 
be multiplied to a thousand fold for the excited horde.,.; 
who are flocking to the Klondike. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

GOLD IN AMERICAN DESERTS. 

:~ OLD H:-\~ nEE:'\ responsible for many 
=-~' ~ "crazes." but probably the wildest and 
·:-?/~-· . ;~-- craziest stampede e\'cr known in the sout~1-
=~, --- ,Yest was that to the Rocky Belle camp 111 

northern Arizona, in the region of the 
}Ioqui Indian reservation, in December, 
1874. The region is 8,000 feet abo\'c 

the sea and lies among sno\v-clad mountains. It 
was an unusually cold ,,·inter ,,. hen the new~ ,n·nt 
abroad that Hank Binford and hi,- companion had struck 
a \\·hole mountain of gold rock that assayed o,·cT $90 
to the ton. The report seemed incredible at fir~t. but 
when samples of the ore \\'ere seen by miners in Tucson, 
Albuquerque and Los :-\ngcles they proved sufficiently 
"rich" to satisfy the most skeptical. 

A week more and onr 2,000 miners from every part of 
Arizona and southern California m:'re moving day and 
night. scarcely stopping for food and sleep, toward the 
Rocky Belle camp. Hundreds of men traveled 700 and 
Soo miles on foot, and \\'ith mules and donkeys. to the 
new diggings, and nearly all traveled across desert and 
mountain for a distanec of 250 to 300 miles. :\s the 
multitude journeyed on the report of the richness of 
l--Iank Binford's find grew until it seemed as if wagon
loads of rich gold ore awaited the tra\'clers. 

}Ierchants and professional men in }Iaricopa and Tuc
son, and that part of southern Arizona, became imbued 
with the spirit of the miners, and, turning their busi-
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ness over to others, joined in the movement on Rocky 
Belle. The hardships that the fortune-seekers suffered 
in the mountains will never be fully known. A large 
number of men coming out of the warm, balmy air of 
the semi-tropic valleys lost their lives among the 
snow-banks and ice in the mountains, and many a man 
\\'as made an invalid for life by exposure to the biting cold 
during the stampede. 

A severe blizzard raged in the mountains for several 
clays while the miners were slmdy trudging through 
them. In one party of over roo men from X ew :.\Iexico 
four men were frozen to death one morning, and it is 
thought that fully twenty more died in the same \\·ay 
in the mountains at that time. To this day there are in 
California and Arizona gray-heacle<l miners who lack 
a finger, a toe or an ear lost in the terrible cold of that 
stampede. 

\ \'hen at last the Rocky Belle diggings were reached 
it \\'as soon seen that. there \\'as no ore in the district 
worth the digging except in the claims held by Hank 
Tlinforcl and his friends, and that the reports of their finds 
had been exaggerated beyond all reason. Dinford's O\\'n 
mine petered out a year or t\\'o later. ancl he got only a 
few thousand dollars from it. The specimens of ore 
shown in Tucson and Los .\ngeks \\·ere the verv choicest 
from the mine, and not hit or miss pickups. as· had been 
said of them . 

. '\long in the summer of rg78 a miner named ~tenns 
wrote to a friend in Phoenix that he had found a claim 
that beat anything in mining this side of the Comstock 
lode in X evada, and that with a common iron mortar 
and pestle he had pounded out from $70 to $100 worth 
of gold dust a day. The claim was located 120 miles 
northwest from Kingman, near the since famous Harqua 
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Hala mining region, and there was a chance, so '.:-,tevens 
\\'rote, for other men to strike it rich ttp there. 

Of course such ne,,,, could not be kept quiet. It trav
eled \\·ith miraculous speed through every camp in the 
Salt River valley and over to Prescott. In less than two 
weeks all that part of ~\rizona was deeply stirred by the 
reports, \\'hich no one seemed to haw time to investi
gate, of the richness of the mines that Stevens had 
found. A thousand or more miners caught the fever so 
badly that they started on foot across the country for 
Stevens' camp without delay. It was a hot, dry summer, 
and the journey entailed senral weeks of se\'ere physical 
labor, torturing thirst and the endurance of a tempera
ture that usually stood over I IO degrees in the shade . 
. \ dozen men died from fever and in \\'ild delirium under 
that a \\·ful sky, and as many more miners ne\'er recov
ered from disorders caused by the privations of that 
stampede across the desert of Arizona. 

Having arrived at the Stevens camp the excited men 
realized that there \\'ere claims worth working by about 
mo men. Several hundred claims were staked out in less 
than a day after the excited miners got to the scene, but 
in a fortnight the camp population fell from r,200 to 
less than 400. In a month more about roo persons were 
left to do all the mining. The camp was abandoned 
entirely ten years ago. 

With the possible exc0ption of the rush to the Lead
ville mining district in Colorado, there has been none 
anywhere in forty years attended with excitement that 
followed the news of the finding of great deposits of gold 
and silver in Tombstone in 1879. :diners from every 
part of the Pacific coast caught the fever for gold, and 
as week after week samples of the Tombstone rock were 
more widely circulated, and rumors went forth concern-

28 
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ing the fortune this or that man or company was get
ting out of the hills and mountains about the new camp, 
thousands started for Tombstone. Hundreds of young 
men and youths in the older states were wild with 
zeal to hasten to the new El Dorado, and started across 
the continent with little or no preparation. 

In less than four months after Gird and the Hawkinses 
began getting several thousand dollars a day from 
their mines there were onT 6,000 persons in the camp, 
and several months later Tombstone had a population 
of over 10,000 men and 200 women. There never was 
another camp in the southwest like that at Tombstone 
in 1879 and 1880. Indeed, there have been nry few 
similar communities in the world. For over seven months 
the daily output of precious metal averaged about S_=;o.-
000. Over a dozen men went there penniless and came 
a\Yay worth over $500.000 in less than a year, and 6 or 7 
men struck it rich and sold out for over $1,000,000 

each. Fully half the population walked hundreds of miles 
to get there. 

:\ o railroad ran through southern A .. rizona in those 
clays, and the awful Colorado and ). [ojan deserts had to 
be crossed in wagons or on foot by the multitudes of for
tune seekers from California. Desert sand storms were 
encountered and for clays travelers to Tombstone en
dured a temperature of over 130 degrees in the shade. 
l\Iany a man died on the hot, sanely plains. ).[iners on their 
way to the new camp from the east and south toiled 
across the Arizona alkali plains, through immense 
cactus areas, and risked their lives in the then ho,-tile land 
of the Apache Indians. But hardship pain sufferino- and 

' ' ~ 
risk of life were all secondary to an early arrinl in Tomb-
stone and the location of a ~ining claim. \ \"hen Tomb
stone was reached there were new privations and more 
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physical distress for the greater number, especially for 
those \\ ho hacl hastened from offices, stores, shops, clerk
ships ancl the pastor's study. Ch-er one-third of the men 
in camp had wry little money or none at all, and knew 
no way of earning it except hy the hardest kind of manual 
labor, to which they ,,ere unused. 

It cost $1 a night to sleep in a dirty. rough pine bunk. 
\ \' ater sold at 20 cents a gallon, a small dish of beans at 
50 cents, tallow candles at t\,o-bits (25 cents), common 
overalls at $5 each, smoked hams at $12 each, and cm,·
hicle boots ,,·ere disposed of as fast as they could be 
hauled to camp across the desert from Los :\ngeles and 
Yuma for $35 a pair. It \\"as a "ground-hog" case with 
these commodities for the first 16 months of Tombstone 
-take them at the price asked or go \\'ithout. In 1881 
all the Tombstone mines that paid \\'ell were in the hands 
of a fe\\· persons, and the population of the place had gone 
clown to 5,000. In 1883 the mines, with two exceptions, 
began to peter out, and the population dropped to 3,000. 
Since then it has gone clown slowly to less than 1 ,ooo 
souls. 

Thousands of people will never forget the rnsh for the 
Harqua Hala diggings in the spring of 1892. The mines 
were found in the north 1\'estern part of .\rizona, close to 
the Colorado river, and the boundary lines between Ari
zona, California and X evada. For several months in 
the winter of 1891-2 there came almost every week, news 
of the big prospects that a half dozen miners, \\'ho had 
been moving from one camp to another in the territories 
and in l\Iexico for nearly a generation, had at last come 
across at Harqua Hala. 

Along in :.larch and .\pril quantities of gold dust and 
nuggets from the mines came into the hands of bankers 
in San Bernardino and Los Angeles. The newspapers 
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published reports as to the prospects at Ha,qua Hala, 
and in a week or two there \\'as another general rush for 
the diggings. The railroads did a land office business for 
several weeks in carrying men as far as the Colorado 
river. From there the travelers to Harqua Hala packed 
themselves on little river steamboats at exorbitant rates 
of travel. Hundreds of miners who had hardly a dollar 
tramped over the mountains I 50 and 200 miles to the 
mines. Some men in their anxiety to get to Harqua Raia 
,Yith their camp outfits and personal belongings, packed 
them in barrels and rolled the barrels over 100 miles to 
the camp. 

Even the schoolboys caught the infection from their 
elders, and ran a\\·ay from school and home. Several 
persons starved to death in the stampede. In forty days 
the population of Harqua Raia gre\\· from 50 to over 2.-

000. As is generally the case, the ic\\· good mines there 
were taken up before the news of the find went abroad, 
and there was nothing for the deluded miners to do when 
they got to Harqua Raia but sit about camp and 
watch their more lucky associates dig out the rock. Prices 
for all kinds of food \Yent to the top mark with rapidity. 
After a few weeks' icllene~s the mining population at 
Harqua I-Iala chYindled away at the rate of 100 or more 
a day. :\ large part of them are no,,· searching among 
the mountains, through the cam um. on the desert. and 
in the foothills for prospects of their own. .\ good, ac
ti\'C miner will locate half a dozen mining· claims in a year. 
but less than IO per cent of these are ever worked. 

Had not the Klondike rush turned the undivided atten
tion of gold-seekers to the arctic placer mines in the 
Vpper Yukon basin. it is highly probable there would 
have been a rush of some magnitude to the gold fields in 
the Mojave desert of southern California. 
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The rich fields of the Ranclsburg district have been 
k_nown in California for scnral years, but those \Yho 
knew of the deposits \Yere careful not to adnrtisc their 
good fortunes too widely. It was not known until recent
ly that the district was as rich as it is. 

The Rand district, as it is called, is situated in Kern 
county, southern California, almost on the San Bernar
dino county line. It is in the heart of the ::\Iojave desert. 
The surrounding country is a sanely piain from which 
rise barren' mountain ranges and isolated masses of vol
canic rock. Plains and foothills are scantily covered ,Yith 
sagebrush and mesquite. The district as now constituted 
contains L+..J. square miles, but the \\·hole country between 
the Colorado river and Tehachapi mountains has the 
same characteristics as the Rand district proper. Gold 
is most plentiful in the region from }Iojave to the Pana
mint range, II 5 miles. the largest output being at the 
Rand. 

The principal towns, camps and milling points are 
Ranclsburg, Johannesburg, Garlock (or CmY \\'ells), Gal
er, Red rock, Black mountain, Cuddeback lake, Gar
den station, Slate range and Panamint range. Altitude 
varies from 2,500 feet at Kramer to 3.500 feet at Rands
burg and 4,500 feet in the adjacent hills. The first active 
prospecting elates back only three years ago-i. e., earl_v 
in 1894. The first quartz lead \\·as discovered in :\.pril, 
1895, and the Rand mining district was formally organ
ized Dec. 20, 1895. The most important strikes occurred 
in 1896, when the Butte, Kinyon, Wedge, King Solomon 
and St. Elmo mines \\·ere brought to light. From then 
on the tmvn magically grew to its present population of 
about 3,000. 

The auriferous deposits are abundant, so far as devel
oped, and run sufficiently high grade to admit of mining 



with profit. The precious metal exists mainly as a free
milling, gold-bearing quartz, though so closely associated 
\Yith sulphurets of iron that treatment of resulting concen
trates is necessary. The free-milling quality enables the 
prospector by simple process to test his finds. ::\liners, 
speculators, tradesmen and laborers are constal'ltly going 
to Randsburg, and most of them become permanent resi
dents. They come principally from California, Colorado. 
::\Iontana, X evada and Arizona, with scattering recruits 
from other places. 

\\"hilc more than 5,000 claims haw been located and 
1,200 recorded, the mines producing considerable quan
tities of milling ore are limited to about twenty-viz., 
the Rand, Olympus, Trilby and Yell ow :\ster ( compris
ing the Rand group); the Yucca Tree, \\.innie and ::\Icr
cecl (comprising the Stringer group): the Gold Coin, 
l\Iinnehaha, Black Hawk, Good Hope or "Kinyon," 
Butte, ::\Ionkcy \\"rcnch. King Solomon, Yal \"erde, Bully 
Boy. :-,;t. Elmo and Tea Kay or "\\"edge." Shafts have 
been sunk on these properties from 30 to 17.=; feet, and the 
value of ore milled up to ::\Iarch, 18~)7. \\"as a third of a 
million dollars. This does not take into account the im
mense quantity of valuable ore on the clump. or the bodies 
opened up but not mined. The best shippers are said to 
be the Rand, Butte, \\'edge and St. Elmo. 

Owing· to scarcity of mills the cleYelopment of new 
mines has been somewhat retarded, and there i,-; a large 
quantity of ore from the earliest-worked shafts awaiting 
reduction. There are nine custom mills in this section. 
six being at Garlock, one at ::\Iesquite springs. one at 
Koehn's springs and one at Cutterhack lake. Their com
bined capacit\· is about 12~ tons each twenty-four hours. 

The nearest stamp mills ,are at Garlock, d~wn hill from 
Randsburg, in a valley where there is a supply of water. 
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Here are found the six mills that han<lle most of the Rand 
ore. They are of fairly modern construction, but coul<l 
be bettered, and probably ,Yill be as the camps get older. 
Only one is equipped with a cyanide plant to handle con
centrates. They are kept busy day and night, and as 
fast as sufficient \Yater supply is developed others will 
no doubt be built. The average price for hauling ore 
from Randsburg to these mills is $2.50 a ton, with a $5 
charge for milling, which prices favorably compare with 
some older camps where fuel is much cheaper. Consid
erable ore has been sent to the Colorado smelters for 
treatment; it carries $60 to $150 to the ton in gold and 
is a nry desirable class for smelting. 

It is estimated that between 4,000 and 5,000 claims have 
been located in the Rand district. Of this number only 
one-fourth haYe as yet been recorded, and not much as
sessment work has been clone. 

The mineral law permits a prospector to take up as 
many claims as he can locate and erect monuments to 
mark. He can hold these claims, after being recorded, 
until January of the year following the year of location. 
It is no uncommon thing for one man to own thirty or 
forty claims, on many of which the prospector's pick has 
hardly been used. This differs from the Colorado law, 
and results in a man being able to take more chances in 
the lottery. 

:'.\Iany prospectors are now scouring the country around 
Red rock, Black mountain and Goler to find the mother 
lode \\·hence the rich placers in that region come. It is 
even thought that the Randsburg ore is only an outcrop
ping from the mother lode, and that somewhere near 
Black mountain will be found the central deposit. The 
new-comer has as good a chance as anybody else to test 
the assumption. 
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A couple of men "·ith three burros and $300 or $400 in 
cash can prospect for four months in the Panamint coun
try, northeast of Randsburg, "·ith excellent chances of 
bringing back a goodly pile. The more ready money one 
has the better the likelihood of getting hold of a promis
ing prospect hole closer to the settled district. 

Adjacent to Randsburg nearly even· foot of ground is 
located, but some miners, ,,.-bile waiting for employment 
in the new shafts, are making $2 to $5 a day \\·ashing 
gravel in the placers near the St. Elmo mine. There are 
many applicants for temporary \\·ork, and it is not advis
able to depend too much on the chance of securing imme
diate employment. 

The lack of \\"ater handicaps the Randsburg miner. and 
the great necessity of the place is water for domestic use 
and milling. Drinking water is hauled from Garlock, but 
it is not first-class in quality. Some six miles distant is 
a \\·ell, which supplies 7,000 gallons a day, ,Yhich is 
pumped to a reservoir and thence carried to Johannes
burg. \\.ater brought from the Skilling ,wll is sold in 
Randsburg at 4 cents a gallon. \\'ell boring is going 
on and it is believed an abundant supply of water will be 
secured through artesian ,veils. 

In the Rand group free milling ores run $-1-5 to $175 
a ton. In one rich pocket the ore ran $r ,200 a ton. The 
St. Elmo group of mines is five miles southeast of Rands
burg, in a perfectly flat country, where the ground can 
be loosened by a plow and then handled by \\·asher. Some 
of the ore has yielded $2,000 a ton. The first trial ship
ment to smelter realized $800 for ; ..J.O pounds, and a gen
eral average shows $105 a ton after subtracting freight 
and treatment charges. The surface dirt is a gold-bearing 
g-raYel worth $2 a ton. :\t Galer in a canvon, three miles 
from Garlock. a nugget was found worti1 $1.000, and a 
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number of nuggets han'. been taken out ranging in value 
from $35 to $200. 

Kramer station, from where the wagon road leads to 
the gold diggings, is on the Santa Fe. T\\'o four-horse 
stages leave Kramer for Rands burg; distance, 26 miles; 
time, 3 hours; fare, $2. 

The day laborer can make fair \\'ages, either by work
ing in the mines (though that avenue of employment 
does not now call for many men). or by carpentering, ~r 
by hauling \\'ater, or by transporting ore to the mills, or 
by freighting to and from the railroad station. There 
is ah,·ays the chance to prospect for gold, either on one's 
O\\'n account or by being ''grubstaked." 

Living expenses are not unusually high. They are 
equivalent to Los :\ngeles prices, ,,·ith, say, 25 pe.r cent 
added. Restaurants charge 35 to 75 cents for a meal, 
and a cot for the night in a tent or dormitory costs 50 
cents. Hay is sold for $20 a ton, ,,·ood from $8 to $10 a 
cord and coal $15 a ton. ::\Iesquite, ,vhich gro,vs on the 
desert. is the usual fuel. The rates for hauling freight 
are low, being only $5 a ton from Kramer in carload lots; 
less than carloads, 30 cents per lmndred\\'eight. Fuel is 
at hand, in the shape of mesquite and sagebrush, suffi
cient for the camp fire and miner's hut, but a poor de
pendence for the steam engine or even the regular house 
range. Crude petroleum is used to a limited extent, but 
costs rather more than coal. 

Gold exists in larger or smaller quantities in enry por
tion of the world. It has been found in almost e,·ery state 
of the union; in Devonshire, Cornwall, \ \'ales and ~cut
land in Great Britain; on the sands of the Rhine, the 
Reuss, the Rhone, and the Aar; at ~alzburg, in the Tyrol, 
and at Zell; in the valley,; of Toppa, Sesia and ;\" ova rd in 
Piedmont; at Peschiera in Lombardy; on the Tagus in 
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Spain; in the rivers of Provence; in southern and east
ern Siberia; in fourteen of the nineteen provinces of 
China; in the island of Y esso in Japan; in odd spots in 
India, Thibet and in the islands of Ceylon and Borneo; 
in Abyssinia, Kordofan and the ·soudan generally in 
X orth Africa, and the region watered by the Zambesi 
and Limpopo in South Africa; in Australia, X ew Zea
land and Canada. But as a general rule the preeious 
metal is found in such small quantities that it will not 
pay to work the mines or placers. It is only now and 
then that it occurs in isolated localities in abundance. 

That there were such epochs of gold discovery in an
cient history it is impossible to doubt, though transporta
tion was so difficult in those days that rushes of gold
seekers to the diggings must have been limited. It is 
hardly to be supposed that the vast quantities of gold 
,Yhich were in existence in Judea, at Babylon, in India, 
in Persia and in Egypt were gradually accumulated by 
the ,rnrking of lean sands; the bulk must ha Ye been the 
yield of discoveries of rich deposits. Gold figures as an 
article of exchange and merchandise as far back as the 
time of Abraham, and ,,·hen Solomon came to the throne 
he fairly plastered the temple \\·ith gold. He had plenty 
of it. The king of Tyre sent him at one time 120 talents 
-say, $250,000-in gold; his friend, the queen of Sheba, 
sent him $200,000; from Ophir he received $500,000, and 
in one year he received $750,000 from all sources. There 
could have been no scarcity of the precious metal at his 
court. 

Xor could it haYe been rare in other parts of Asia. :\t 
Babylon, where, in the time of Belshazzar, they had gods 
of gold, and gold w,;,;cl,; for enry guest of the king to 
drink out of, or in Persia, \\·here the king had beds of 
gold and goblets of gold; or in Hinc!ostan, where the 
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king sat on a throne of gold, and Xadir Shah took a 
hundred millions of gold from the single city of Delhi. 
It \\"as safe to infer that before these great masses of gold 
were gathered together there must have been startling 
discoveries of gold deposits somewhere, causing rushes 
of gold-seekers to the new camps, just like the present 
msh to Klondike; and, considering the undeveloped con
dition of the mining industry at that time, it may also be 
inferred that the gold found \\"as ahYays alluvial. 

\\"here it \\·as found there are no means of knowing. 
There are no records of gold discoveries in the ancient 
books. In the Jewish chronicle Ophir is freriuently men
tioned as the source of the · gold supply. \ \"here \\·as 
Ophir? 

Josephus thought it ,ms in India: Xie bu hr believed 
it was in Arabia, but the better opinion to-clay is that 
it was in South A.irica. in the Yrry country where gold 
is now being extracted from the metamorphic reefs. 
X o one can affirm that gold did not come from other 
places as well. But the vestiges of ancient mining on 
the Rand in the Transvaal prove that the industry was 
carried on there in very remote times; and it may be 
conjectured, without straining credulity, that at some 
period in the age of the early Pharaohs the news came to 
Egypt that the precious metal \Yas to be found in the rocks 
in the valleys of the South African rivers, and all the 
Egyptians who ,vere out of a job, and all who were dis
contented, and all who \\"ere in debt took ship at Clysma 
for the El Dorado of the south. 

HO\v much gold the world conta.ined in the old historic 
times no one knows. In poor countries, such as Europe 
north of the states on the ::\Iediterranean, there was prob
ably little. Brennus demanded as ransom for Rome r,ooo 
pounds of gold: it \\"as probably all the citY contained. 
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Egypt ,vas a rich country. and the \\·omen generally 
owned j cwels of gold, which the Jewesses borrowed of 
them, and ,vhich Aaron melted into the calf that ::\Ioses 
ground up in his rage. But in those early times most 
of the gold that ,vas mined must have fallen into the 
hands of the monarchs of the clay. The common people 
could have had little of it. In Greece every man could 
mint his mvn metal, but if his coins were under \\·eight 
his life was forfeit. The issues of such mints must have 
been small. X o gold coins ,vere in general :irculation 
at Rome till the clays of Julius Caesar. In the middle 
ages a baron may have had a chain from ,vhich he twisted 
a link or t,rn \\·hen he desired to reward a follmver, and 
his \\·ife may have had a gold pin, but there ,vas no gold 
in general circulation. Even at the time of the discovery 
of America the entire metallic circulation of England ,vas 
less than the banks of San Francisco hold to-clay. 

The first rush of gold-seekers to a land of promise took 
place from Spain to the countries discovered by Colum
bus. On the islands he visited and those portions of the 
continent on which he landed there are and were then 
no gold mines. But the natives he met wore ornaments 
of gold obtained mostly from South America, and Cortez 
found a good deal of it. though neither he nor his people 
undertook to mine. \ \"hen ~Iontezuma surrendered. the 
treasure in gold which fell to the share of the conquerors 
amounted to 162,000 pieces of eight, equivalent, accord
ing to :\Ir. Prescott, to $6.300,000, a small sum if contrast
ed with the yield of modern mining camps, but more, 
perhaps, than the contents of the coffers of any European 
monarch of that clay. and quite enot)gh to disturb values 
throughout the \\·orld. 

It was less than the sum secured a few wars later bv 
Pizarro in Peru. . \t Cuzco he divided a11.10ng his me;1 
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58o,200 pieces of eight, and the ineffectual ransom of 
Adahualpa cost the unfortunate Inca a sum exceeding 
$15,000,000 of our money. The Spanish army in Peru 
received and sent home four times as much as the follow
ers of Cortez sent from :dcxico. It is dinrting to observe 
how the ill-gotten gains operated precisely as the dis
covery of a bonanza does in a mining camp. The chron
icler says: '·Every article rose in ,·alue. A quire of 
paper sold for ten pieces of eight, a bottle of wine for . 
sixty, a sword for forty or fifty. a cloak for a hundred, a 
pair of shoes for thirty or forty, and a horse for twenty
five hunclrecl." A piece of eight \\"as equivalent to an 
ounce of gold. 

It is assumed that Spain drew from her American pos
sessions in the first half of the sixteenth century $40,000,-

000 of gold, the estimate will be liberal: but it was enough 
to revolutionize commerce throughout the world ancl to 
lead Spain to adopt the policy which crippled her ener
gies, stifled her intellect, and reduced her in three cen
turies to such a condition of clecrepitncle that she be
came the laughing stock of the nations. In the meantime, 
however, her best blood flo,Yecl across the 'ocean to . .\mer
ica and founded nations which promise to outstrip the 
mother country in the true elemenb of greatness. 

From the spoliation of the South and Central Ameri
can countries in the first half of the sixteenth CL'nturY to 
the midclle Of the nineteenth there \YaS 110 Startling dis
covery of gold anywhere. The world's stock kept steady, 
the loss from abrasion and accident being just about bal
anced by the production of the ,rnrking mines. 
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CHAPTER xxxn·. 

WOMEN IN THE KLONDIKE COUNTRY. 

A::\'Y WO:.IEN TOO have caught the 
Klondike fever. The female population 
of the upper Yukon district will be in
creased by at least I 50 highly respect
able, and in some instances, well-known 
women in society. :.Iany of these fe
male prospectors, however, left shops, 

,,,..~-=== stores and typewriting machines to seek 
for fortune, and possibly find a husband, 

somewhere v,ithin 100 miles of the Arctic circle. 
The Klondike, ho\\·eycr. has not been destitute of 

women by any means. The first woman to reach there 
was :.[rs. Thomas Lippy, ,Yho is now in San Francisco, 
she and her husband having said good-by to the Klon
dike for a year. :.lrs. Lippy and her husband have not 
trodden the primrose path .to any great extent, and, there
fore, the sudden competence which has come to them 
through :.Ir. Lippy's good fortune on El Dorado creek 
finds them rather ignorant of the ways of enjoying life 
that accrue to the possession of money. 

\ \"hen :. r rs. Lippy ,Yas in the Klondike, near Dawson 
City. at first there were no members of her sex in that 
section of the world at all with the exception of a fe\\· 
Indian squaws. The Lippy camp was on \\·hat is called 
El Dorado creek, a tributary of the Klondike. Until the 
log cabin-which, b_\· the \Yay. was the first one in the 
place-was built. the hardy couple lived in a tent. .-\11 
the furniture they had was made by .:.\Ir. Lippy, and their 
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only food was that \Yhich was canned. :\frs. Lippy cli<l 
no mining herself, but attcnrled to the camp and made 
her husband so comfortable arnl enabled him to rest so 
thoroughly that he accomplished far more than falls to 
the average lot of the miner. 

After awhile another woman came into the country, 
~Ir~. Clarence Berry, who has been credited with being 
the first white woman in the Klondike regions. There 
was a tinge of romance about :\frs. lkrry's advent to the 
gold fields, for when she and her husband started they 
were just married. The Klondike trip was their honey
moon journey. They had no money to speak of, but 
when they came to El Dorado they camped about a mile 
from the Lippy camp, and then they both pitched in 
,yith the determination that they would get rich. 

:\Ir. Berry mined and :\[rs. Berry carried pans of pay 
dirt to the cabin and washed it there. She is credited 
,yith having washed out $6,000 worth of gold. As a 
result of the labors of this couple a snug fortune of $135,-
000 has been accumulated and all in less than six months' 
time. These two incidents are the ones that have stirred 
the feminine heart. 

It must not be thought that it is only San Francisco or 
California women who have the fever, for women have 
actually gone there from the east in the hope of being able 
in some manner to attach themselves to Klondike expe
ditions in any capacity whatever, as long as it was re
spectable. They seem to think that if only they can 
once reach this :.\I ecca of fortune seekers all \\ ill be well 
with them ever afterward. 

It is by no means an impossibility for a woman to 
visit the Klondike. She must, however, go prepared 
both for the journey and the residence there. Of course 
she should go ,rith a husband, brother or father, if pos~ 
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sible: otherwise she would have to have all the outfit he 
possesses in the way of transportation facilities and pro
visions. Outside the camping outfit and the food, care
ful inquiry among the women \Yho have returned from 
the Klondike region shows that the following should be 
required: 

One medicine case, filled on the advice of a good phy
si<.:ian: two pairs of extra heavy. all-wool blankets; one 
small pillow: one fur robe; one warm shawl: one fur coat, 
easy fitting: three warm woolen dresses ,Yith comfortable 
bodices and skirts knee length, flannel lined preferable: 
three pairs of knickers or bloomers to match the drc,;scs; 
three suits of heayy all-wool underwear: three ,vann flan
nel night dresses: four pairs of knitted woolen stockings; 
one pair of rubber boots: three gingham aprons that 
reach from neck to knees: small roll of flannel for insoles, 
wrapping the feet, and bandages; a sewing kit: such toilet 
articles as are absolutely necessary, including so1ne skin 
unguent to protect the face from the icy cold; two light 
blouses or shirt waists for summer wear: one oilskin 
blanket to wrap her effects in, to be secured at T uneau 
or St. l\lichael: one fur cape: two pairs of fur gloves: 
two pairs of fur seal moccasins: two pairs of "muclucs" 
-wet-weather moccasins. 

She wears what she pleases en route to Juneau or St. 
:'dichael, and when she makes her start for the diggings 
she lays aside every civilized traveling garb, including 
shoes and corsets, until she comes out. Instead of carry
ing the fur robe, fur coat :111cl rubber boots along, they 
may be purchased on entering .\laska, but the experi
enced ones advise that they be taken along. The natives 
make a fur coat with hood attached called a "parka."' 
but it is clumsy for a ,Yhite ,,•oman to wear who has been 
accustomed to fitted garments. Leggings ancl shoes arr 

~-1 
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not so safe nor desirable as the moccasins. A trunk is 
not the thing to transport baggage in. It is much better 
in a pack, \\"ith the oil skin cover well tied on. The 
things to add that are useful, but not absolutely neces
sary, are chocolate, coffee and the smaller light luxuries. 

\\'hen a woman reaches the Kloudike, always provided 
she has all the things that are necessary, she will find a 
region that is, as a rule, as inhospitable as Tierra del 
Fuego. To reach there she has encountered, if she has 
come over the land route from Juneau, any amount of 
privation and nry little pleasure. If her journey has 
been by water, then she kno\\'s what it is to be \\"eek after 
week subjected to the crowded accommodations of an ill
fitted passenger boat. Anything will seem pleasant after 
that water journey, and therefore it is probable that 
whether her trip has been by land or sea, she will be 
glad enough when she reaches a stopping place that is 
permanent. 

Another astonishing case, something of which has 
already been published, is that of :\lrs. J. T. \ \'illis of Ta
coma. 

In the spring of 1897 :\Irs. \\'illis \\"as poor. To-day 
she is worth a quarter of a million, and all on account of 
the Klondike. Two years ago :\Irs. \\'illis. "·hose hus
band is a blacksmith, and a great sufferer from rheut'na
tism, decided to try her luck among the gold fields of 
the frozen north. She set out alone, and \'Owed that 
she would not return until she could bring a fortune with 
her. She has kept her word. 

After two years of prospecting, and just when her 
spirit and her fortune were at the lowest ebb, there came 
a report to Circle City of a big placer strike on the 
Klondike. Joining a party of cattlemen, :\lrs. Willis 
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hurried to the new EI Dorado, staked a claim, and so she 
expects more than $300,000 from it. 

X ot satisfied with this, however. she established a laun
dry at Dawson City. and was the fir~t to introduce the 
"boiled shirt" among the miners. It made a great hit. 
and notwithstanding the fact that :\ l rs. \ \'il\i,.; was com
pelled to pay $250 for a box of starch. her enterprise 
prospered greatly. An Indian squaw, ,d10 works in 
the laundry. recein·s $4 a day and expenses. and the log 
cabin in "hich the work is clone rents for $35 a month. 
\\·ood for fuel cost:- nearly $500 a year. 

Before the turn of fortune's wheel made :\!rs. \\'illis 
\\·ealthy she worked as cook for the mess of the Alaska 
Commercial company at Da\\·son City. 

Efforts han· been made to steal the womau's claim, 
but to a friend, :.\Irs. Frank P. Hicks. she writes: 

"I have gone through death, and a fight is now being 
made to take possession of my claim, but I \\·ill stand 
by my right, if it takes fin years." 

It is estimated by those \\'ho have kept track of 
the matter that at least I 50 \\·omen of thorough respect
ability are now on their way to the Klondike, and, un
fortunate as it may be, will have to stand the privations 
that seem positively assured to the population of the 
Klondike the coming winter. 

Among the women who are now on their ,,·ay to the 
Klondike country is :.\lrs. Eli Gage, wife of the son of 
Lyman J. Gage, secretary of the treasury. She goes to 
meet her husband, who is an official of the \" orth :\mer
ican Transportation and Trading company, and who is in 
Dawson City. Another Chicago woman, :\Irs. \\'. A. 
Little, bought a snap-shot camera and telegraphed for 
dogs and a sled, and started for the Klondike. leaving 
a Yer:· comfortable home near Lincoln park She is a 
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slender, delicate little Kentuckian, and says she will 
stay just as long as she feels like it. 

11 rs. \I. L. D. Keiser and her pretty niece, :-Iiss 
Georgia Osborne, both of Jacksonville, lll., bought their 
clothing outfit in Chicago and started for the Chilkoot 
pass. Their outfit consisted of the thickest of woolen 
hosiery and gloves, leggings and furs, fur hoods, can
vas sleeping bags, lined with sheepskin, sweaters and 
several suits of the heaviest woolen goods obtainable. 
Doth will wear skirts as short as a modest bicycle dress. 
:.\lrs. Keiser boldly said, just before leaving, that she 
was going to the Klondike to stake a claim and make 
a strike and she expected to return rich. 

0Me of the first "·omen to leave for the gold country 
from the nortJnyest started out with the definite pur
pose to open a restaurant at Dawson City. This \Yas 
:.\lrs. Dessie Thomas of Seattle, and she started off 
alone. She believes that a ,,·oman ,,·ho has her living 
to make stands just as good a chance in a mining town 
as a man. 

1\rn prominent Catholic sisters arrived recently in S:;,. 
Francisco from :\Iassachusetts on their way to Alaska. 
where they will establish a convent of the order of St. 
Ann, an extensiw Canadian organization founded by 
Bishop Bourget in 18-1-8. 

The sisters who thus left their ::.\Iassachusetts home and 
offered their services in the far north are known as Sister 
:.\Iary :.\Iagdalen of the Sacred Heart and ~ister :.\lary 
of the Cross. In an intervie\Y in San Francisco, at the 
home of the ~istcrs of the Family of Holy :\"a1cs. one 
of the sisters said of the contemplated trip and the work 
in A.laska: 

"\\'e are going largely as pioneers, for the Alaskan 
work is 11c11 to us. The founder of this work ,Yas Sister 
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\Iary Stephen, \Yho has been in the far north for many 
years. \ \' c are establishing the fifth home and school of 
this character in Alaska, and our headquarters will be at 
~t. :.\JichaeL \\"c shall open a school for ,,·hite children 
exclusively, and the \Yhitc children from other missions 
will be brought to our school, for the purpose is to 
separate all the whites from the Indians. I have had a 
great deal of experience in teaching, though not among 
Alaskans, but children are about the same the world 
over. \ \'here I taught last year ,,·e had I ,200 children 
in the parochial school. :\ly companion does not speak 
wry much English, as she is French. \ \"hile I am Irish 
I speak French, and ,,·e get along all right. 

"\\"e do not expect to find any gold nuggets there, but 
we hope to 1Yin some souls to Christian life and do some 
good to our fellow beings. I 11rotc to the mother pro
vincial that we were glad to come into the country and be 
of whatever service we could to the cause. From 1vhat 
I hear, I believe the Jesuits 1Yill soon seek aid for the 
establishment of proper hospitals in the Klondike coun
try. There is considerable sickness up there, and there 
are many accidents among the miners. It is probable 
that sisters from the far north 1Yill come to the Klondike 
hospitals, because, as they are inured to the climate, 
they can do the work with far less risk than would be 
incurred by sisters coming from a temperate region. 
You may feel sure that as soon as there is need of extra 
hospital facilities, some of the Catholic orders will be 
on the ground and establish what is needed. 

"\ \' e have made ample provision in advance for the 
clothing and other supplies 1Ye will need temporarily in 
the new field of work. As our people have had many 
years of experience up that way, we were fully informed 
of our needs. \ \' e think there is a fine field for useful-
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ness up there, and we were curious to see the country 
also. You see. no one in our position is forced to go 
to any such service. Such matters are always left to 
choice." 

Among the women ,Yho are laying plans to go to the 
Klondike next spring is Kuehne Beveridge, the grand
daughter of Ex-Governor Beveridge of Illinois. :sfo5 
Beveridge has more or less reputation as a sculptress, 
with a studio in New York. She is going to renounce 
art, temporarily at least, to seek a material fortune in 
the Klondike. Another would-be Kloncliker is :sfiss 
Pauline Kellogg of Chicago, the daughter of the late 
J uclge William Kellogg. a Colorado pioneer and miner. 
As a child she lived in a little Rocky mountain cabin near 
his claim, and knows something of the rough and ready 
life of a miner. She intends to stake out a claim, build a 
cabin and pan her own gold. 

In 1896 :-Iiss Anna Fulcomer, a graduate of the l:-ni
yersity of Chicago, went to the Yukon country to take 
charge of the government school at Circle City. A letter 
recently received in Chicago from her tells something of 
the life of a self-supporting woman in that land of the 
midnight sun. :-Iiss Fukomer, under elate of :slay 24, 
1897, writes as follows: 

"Spring has really come at last, and the weather is 
all that could be desired. X o mosquitoes yet. for a won
der, though they are hourly expected-oh, I did catch 
one in my room three days ago, and he was simply a 
monster-nearly an inch long. I could not believe my 
eyes at first, but the fact \\·as forced upon my under
standing. 

''The first week in ~lay we had a baby blizzard. It 
S!l(med steadily for three days and nights. :-lore fell 
than at any other time all winter. It was not colder than 
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zero. The snow has been melting slowly for t\\'o weeks, 
and it is wretched getting around. I wade through slush 
and mud, going to school, above my ankles. 

"I wear native boots, 'mazinkas,' from Siberia, like 
fhose models you folk have, only the sole is seal flipper. 
They are much better than rubber boots, as they do not 
draw the feet, and are not cut up by snags and roots of 
bushes. which cover the ground here. 

"Last Sunday \\'e had our first rain, a good, steady 
clO\Ynpour for three hours. It will take snO\\' away fast. 
\ ,. e have had no darkness at all since some time before 
:.\lay I. I went to a party that evening, came home 
at 12 :30 a. m., and it was just as light as it is on a cloudy 
clay. The sky \\'as clear, overspread by a soft blue tint, 
and the air was delightfully fresh. Just think, nearly 
four months of continuous daylight! 

"The Yukon has at last broken, but it was not such 
a great sight as it previously has been. The \,·inter has 
been milder than usual, so the thin ice has been \\'Orn 

much thinner by the more rapid current. Sunday after
noon, :.\Iay 16, it started. Everybody ran to the bank, 
expecting to stand there for hours, perhaps all night, if 
it kept on raining and the 'jam' came. It must be grand 
when the ordinary 'jam' does come, for the thick ice 
floes are piled up on one another almost mountain high, 
and the water rises, overflowing islands and the low 
banks. But this year the water did not rise, a~d the ice 
did not pile up, but remained quiet after it first broke. 
For four days, though, we could often hear it rushing 
through the other channel away off beyond the island. 
In fact, some people were getting scared, and feared 
that Circle City was left stranded high and dry, while 
the river had made a new channel for itself, as often hap
pens, miles away. But on :\Tay 21 the ice slowly drifted 
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out from here, ,vater fell a trifle, and the old-timers 
thought it was jamming up above and would soon break 
and finally rush clown, when lo! ancl behold, at 4 p. m. 
there drifted in upon us a rowboat from Klondike. 

''The Indians have been making canoes, nets, tents, 
clothing, and all else, and are starting out on their sum
mer fishing trips. The steamer Bella came up to-day 
from Fort Yukon, where she wintt'red, and starts to
morrow for Klondikt'. taking along almost everybody 
left in town, whites and Indians. 

"There will be no one left in Circle City for the sum
mer b.ut three white women, six \Yhite men and a few 
Indians. \\'hcther there \\·ill be any more next fall and 
winter I know not. Circle City is dead-dead as a door 
post-while six short months ago I cannot conceive hmY 
any place could be livelier, \Yith I ,500 whites, a thea
ter. t\YO dance houses, public library and reading room, 
stores, tinshops, blacksmith shops, photograph gallery, 
etc., etc. The Birch creek mint's are as good as ever. 
but they are simply nothing compared with Klondike
Klon<like, the richest diggings found on earth. 

"I spent $75 on my man (a prospector, whom she out
fitted) and he has struck nothing yet. He has three 
months left to prospect yet, but I do not expect any
thing now. Other men who went up about the same 
time he did have already washed out all the ,yay from 
$1,000 to $500,000. I am not alone. One man spent 
$2-1-0 as I did, and has nothing yet. Everybody thought 
that my man would do splendidly, as he is an expert
but it is simply luck or chance. 

"During the past week about fifty men have drifted 
down in boats-after provisions, clothing, etc.-and the 
accounts they bring dmrn are startling, almost incredible, 
but nevertheless true. It simply cannot be exaggerated. 
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When one man takes out $200 c,Try three hours-when 
men pay $40,000 and $50,000 to be paid on bed rock 
(i. e., as it is taken out of the ground). and wash out 
$75,000 in three months-when the ground averages 
from $1,000 to $2,000 per foot, and the claims are 500 
feet long; when, after over six months of constant work
ing and digging the grounds seem to increase instead of 
diminish in richness, do yon wonder that I am half ,,·ild? 
'So near and yet so far." If I were only a man that I 
could get out and dig-regular wages of $15 per clay is 
better than Sr,200 per year." 
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CHAPTER XXXY. 

NELS SORENSEN'S DIARY. 

!ARIES of Klondikers are scarce. 
Fe,,· of those who made the trip 
through the Chilkoot pass to Daw
son City took the time to jot down 
daily the details of the journey. 
X els Sorensen, a motorman on a 
San Francisco street car line, ar
rived at Dyea :\larch 31, and ar-

rived in Dawson Cit:-,· June IO. He kept a diary and his 
graphic though simple account of his adventures is as 
valuable as it is interesting. It should be carefully read 
by want-to-be Klonclikers. This is X els Sorensen's 
diary: 

:-larch 31.-Anchored off Dyea at 2 p. m., two miles 
from the place, it being low tide. Small boats ,,·ere 
lowered and unloading commenced. \Ye had to carry 
our freight-3,200 pounds-anywhere from a quarter to 
one and a half miles. Work? Don't mention it. 

April 1.-Pitched our first camp. Came Yery near 
being flooded out by melting snow. 

April 2.-Steamer "l\lexico'" in a hurry to get away. 
Commence piling stuff on rocks anywhere opposite 
steamer. \ \" e \\"ere lucky to get all our packages out of 
the confusion the second day, but our two packages of 
sleighs filled with tinware and all our tools were on the 
rocks. \\" c hired Indians and canoes to get them. Cost 
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$4. However, two other men came in the same boat 
with us and they paid half. 

April 3.-Commence sleighing to our next camp three 
miles a\Yay. \\'cather very soft and mild for Alaska. 
Sno\Y very slushy in places and shallow creeks have to 
be forded by dragging sled across on rocks. 

April 4.-\\'e finished moving this clay, and took one 
load to mouth of canyon. Trail soft ancl slushy, other
wise easy grades. 

April 5.-;d oyed camp to mouth of canyon. A great 
camp assembled there, which is the beginning of a ter
ribly hard pull through the canyon to Pleasant camp, 
two and a half miles. 

April 6.-Took first load through to-night. Trail is 
bad and soft, and very heavy grade. 

April 7.-Took two loads through to-clay; harcl work. 
April 8.-Took each one load through. In the after

noon we hired two Indians (they use clogs).· They took 
two loads, 550 pounds, to Sheep camp, one and one-half 
miles past Pleasant camp. \ \' e followed the camp outfit 
and baggage and pi~checl camp in Sheep camp. Here is 
a city of tents, as this is the last camping place this side 
of the summit. \ \' e stay here until everything is owr. 

April 9.-Pullecl rest of outfit from Pleasant camp to 
this place. 

April IO.-Took each two loads of roo pounds up to 
the foot of summit. This is far worse than canyon. al
most one continual steep grade for four miles. If there 
are any people back home who think it will be a fine 
pleasure trip to go through Alaska canyons and moun
tains and depend upon themselves for subsistence-well, 
I say, "let them try it.'' 

April r r.-This we figure out to be Sunday. though 
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it is hard to keep track of either dates or <lays. I am not 
writing these notes daily. It has been mostly work since 
\\'C started, but to-day \\'C arc resting and keeping the 
fire going. Henry and I are talking of having some of 
our stuff packed for us to the top of the summit. It will 
come high. Kall thinks that by slow work we will be 
able to get it up ourselves. \\' e will see to-morrow. I 
am doing most of the cooking so far. I can make pretty 
good biscuit and pork and mush and rice go all right. 
Beans we scarcely had time to wait for as yet. though 
we have tried them. 

April 25.-Started at r r a. m. from Stone house \Yith 
camp outfit for summit. Packed up two trips, hired an 
Indian for t\rn trips. \\"hen up we loaded sleighs so 
that each of us had about 350 pounds, and started for 
Lake Lindeman. Left summit at 4 p. m. ,,ith good down 
grade. A little further on there is a steep grade. \ \" c 
tied down our ropes and ran the sleds down alone. They 
go lickety-split down into Crater lake, one-quarter of a 
mile from summit. Quite a novel sight. Occasionally 
one would tip over and tumble all over itself. Xow the 
trail is on the level, ab~ut t,,o miles. Then come some 
bad ups and downs for a mile and a half. Then it is 
nearly level to head of canyon, eight miles from sum
mit. /\s we had a late start \\·e \\·ere compelled to pitch 
camp, and crawl in, five miles a\\ ay. It being so late we 
could not distinguish the trail. This \,·as at 10:30 p. m. 

April 26.-\\.ent to summit for rest of outfit. A hca\'y 
load, 560 pounds each, \\·ith which \\·c bid stormy old 
Chilkoot pass a final farewell. Arriving at camp, we un
loaded and took camp outfit, same as night before, in
tending to move to Lake Lindeman. The canyon is a 
terrible rough and steep trail. At r I :30 o'clock we 
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pitched camp three-quarters of a mile from the lake. 
A more tired set of men it would be hard to find. After 
a hurried supper we felt like lying down. 

April 27.-As \Ye were late that night, we did not make 
a very early start. Starting for foad from pile we got 
through canyon, but at head of same ,ve found it too 
stormy to proceed. High winds and snow drifting, mak
ing trail very heavy. Here we placed our sleighs and 
went back to camp, taking a much-needed rest. At the 
present moment I am cooking beans. Have baked two 
pans of bread. Talk about eating! Why, we could 
sometimes eat leather straps or rubber gloves. One 
thing we talk of and are thankful for, is that ,Yater in 
the canyon is now running the same way as ourselYcs. 
West of the mountains it was quite the other way. 

April 28.-Went up canyon. got our sleighs and rest 
of outfit from five miles north of summit. \ \' e unloaded 
half at head of canyon and took rest to camp. \ \' ent 
back after last load, so for the first time since Sheep 
camp we have camp and outfit together at one place. 

April 29.-To-day we took t\\·o loads to head of Lake 
Lindeman. Spent rest of clay in rigging up sleighs \Yith 
mast for sailing, not in water. but on good level trail. 
When wind is favorable sails are a great help. 

April 30.-:doved camp to head of Lake Bennett. .\t 
foot of Lake Lindeman we unloaded half of load to be 
able to pull through a three-quarter-mile rough trail to 
Bennett. \ \' ent back after rest. This \\'as O\lr camp out
fit. 

:.\Iay 1.-(0ne month from Dyea.) \\' ent to head of 
Lake Lindeman for all of stuff, 560 pounds. \\' e pro
ceeded with sails set and good trail. A brisk "·incl blow
ing astern sent us along with good speed. At times we 
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11-cre taking a seat on sleigh; a great lift. We unloaded 
half at foot of Lake Lindeman and took the rest to camp. 

l\Iay 2.-Got up early, ate breakfast and went after last 
load. Trail good mornings while snow is frozen. \Ye 
expected to move our entire outfit about noon, but 
weather has been calm all day. Here men usually wait 
for 11·incl, and quite a number stay here to build their 
boats. 

:\lay 3.-We left camp at head of Lake Bennett about 
2 p. m., having waited for a wind to spring up. \ \'ith 
entire outfit, about 850 pounds each. a heavy load. As 
we had only a nry slight breeze and trail soft, pitched 
camp four miles do11·n. 

May 4.-Left camp with outfit at S a. m. on a good 
frozen trail, and a fair wind. l\Iade about t1wln miles 
up to I I :30. Pitched camp here, as the sun makes the 
trail heavy. In passing islands ten miles from head, we 
struck open water for 200 feet: had to portage stuff 
around and then proceed again. 

:\[ay 5.-\Ve took things easy rest of day. 
:\Iay 6.-\Ve \\"ere looking around for timber and 

found fair wood for boat building, so concluded to stay 
here and chop clown some trees. 

l\Iay 7.-\Ve got sawpit in shape and log on same. 
Sawed off two slabs and four boards. Henry will be the 
builder. 

:\Iay 8.-\Ve made another log look sick to-day. Got 
out five boards and four rib ~trips. 

May 9.-\Ve worked a little during the forenoon. Rain 
set in about noon; lay off. AJl well, hearty and a keen 
appetite. 

:\[a:,· 11.-Fine da1·: doing some work. Lake is now 
showing signs of breaking up. \Ve think that ll"C will 
have boat built in good time for open water. 
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:!\lay 12.-Whipsa\\'ed some lumber. Hard \\'Ork but 
will soon have enough. Henry is working on boa{. It 
is framed for 22f feet at bottom and 24J top, sharp at 
both ends. \Viii not be a beauty. but "'ill take us safely 
dmrn. Henry says her name will be "Ave :.\laria." Quite 
appropriate. 

:.\fay 13.-Got out a fe\\· boards .. \11 is \\'ell. 
:.\Iay 14.-\Vhipsa\\·ed this morning. This afternoon 

I have done some washing and cooking. H. and K. 
,vorked on boat. \Ve have a good camp here, high and 
dry at edge of ,mods, near edge of lake. Shipyard is 
here close to tent, and our grub pile is down near water 
on gravel beach. 

:.\fay 15.-Boat building. All \\'ell, as usual. \\'eather 
is fine. 

:\Iay 17.-Sawed our last log to-day. Glad of it. 
:\lay 18.-Boat building. Lake is no\\' getting very 

rotten. 
:\lay 19.-Considering our poor quality of timber, I 

think ,ve ,viii have a pretty fair and safe boat. 
:!\lay 20.-AII well and hearty. Lake is on a tear this 

p. m. Ice all ,vent out past this place before a brisk 
wind. 

:\lay 21.-Calking our boat. 
:\fay 22.-Finished calking and pitching to-day. Six 

boats came clown past here during day. 
:\Iay 23.-Doing the last trimming \\·ork on boat. All 

well. 
l\lay 2-J..-Ready to leave, but s,,·ells on beach are so 

heavy, being unablt to launch and load. 
:\Iay 25.-\\.ater is still rough for getting a\\'ay from 

shore. 
:\fay 26.-Started to-clay, three weeks from time we ar-
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rived here. \Ve set up no sail, but drifted clO\rn to Cari
bou crossing, foot of Lake Bennett, as far as ,Ye could 
reach for ice. \Ve made fair time. This was the easiest 
move we have made so far. Boat behaved "·ell and did 
not leak much. Quite a fleet of boats are here waiting. 

:'.\lay 27.-We broke camp this morning, and started 
through slushy ice. But half a mile away "·e were com
pelled to go ashore, drift ice being too heavy. Slush 
cleared out and down this afternoon, so again we pulled 
up stakes at 7 p. m. Xo wine\, but a good current part 
,Yay. By help of oars "·e made about ten miles down 
to near \\'indy arm, on Tagish lake. Here we camped 
at II :30 o'clock. All well; beautiful weather. i\ights 
are short this time (and will be shorter); we can read at 
all times, providing we have anything to reacl. 

::\Iay 28.-1\fovecl again this morning. about three 
miles to \Vincly arm. Rather slow time. \\' eather calm. 
At \\'incly arm and island of Rock are some dry moss 
and clry grass; inhabited by seagulls. \\' e stopped a few 
minutes and found ten gull eggs. Then we found that 
\Vincly arm was about to prove its title. She began to 
blow; ,vater rough. \Ve set half sail, and ''.·he :'.\Iaria" 
fairly flew. \\·e were much elated at the fine showing 
she made going about three miles. \Vim! having changed 
to north, we put into a cove and ate lunch. Starting after 
lunch, we found no improvement in wine!. \ Ve used oars 
for two miles, and all ,Yell; splendid weather. 

:'.\lay 29.-1\Iade a good run to-day, about t,Yenty 
miles. First to foot of Lake Tagish, then five miles 
through river and about eight miles clown Lake ::\Iarsh. 
\ V c had fair "·incl for sails for about twelve miles until 
"·e were stopped hy ice. 
now caught up with us. 

A great many Yukoners are 
l should judge that 300 men 
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with their boats are now on this lake waiting for ice (() 
clear away. Splendid hunting and fishing here. \ \" e 
caught two five-pounders coming down. Had one for 
supper, a treat, being the first fresh meat since steamer 
":\lexico." I fired four times at clucks, but failed. \ \' c 
sleep on boat to-night, being too marshy to lane! and 
make good camp. 

:\lay 30.-Lying around waiting for the shifting ice 
to move downward. At noon we pulled out and made 
two miles to Ice camp. 

:\lay 31.-This was our best record day for distance 
covered. \ \' e made foot of :\Iarsh lake and about twenty 
miles dO\Ynward towarcl Grand canyon. Good "·ind for 
sailing. Made about thirty miles. 

June r.-Two months out from Dyca. This has been 
the most exciting, at same time interesting, day of our 
trip. \ \' e started on the five miles remaining of river. 
Reached mouth of canyon about IO a. m. \·cry rocky 
current toward the mouth, but a small edcly, cove, gave 
us reasonably good landing. \ \' e then went around to 
take observations of ,rnrk to be done. \ \' e previously 
agreed that only one of the family should make the trip. 
and Henry wanted to go through, and being the b~st 
steersman, he and Kall took her through. There is a 
fifteen or twenty-mile current, and some 500 feet very 
tumbling and rough. They came through in fine shape 
with nearly all of out stuff, our personal effects ancl a 
ven· little food being all left for packing around three
qu;rters of a mile. After lunch ,,·e started for head of 
\ \'hite Horse rapids, two miles away. .\ very strong 
current running. Bump! \\' e ,n-re on the rock. but 
rode off \Yith no damage. Yery dangerous drifting. a~ 
rocks cannot be seen. Bump! Another rock. ''AH 

::o 



510 THE CHICAGO RECORD'S 

Maria" stops suddenly on top of a great boulder, careen
ing some to one side. The current being so strong, she 
turned completely around, but luckily it is a great, 
smooth, rounding rock. I stepped out on it, and we 
shoved the boat off. X o apparent damage. \\' e ,vere on 
a few more rocks and gravel bars, the same as all boats 
passing dom1. Two miles below canyon is \\'hite Horse 
rapids, a dirty piece of water. \\'e landed safely half a 
mile above the rapids. From here ,ve roped around for 
a cove a quarter of a mile. Roping ,vas done by men 
walking on shore "·ith long ropes, and one or t\\'O men 
in boat poling, keeping boat clear of rocks and shore.· 
Here in this cove we unloaded most of the stuff and 
camped for the night. All well. 

June 2.-This morning we packed most of our goods 
down below rapids, about three-fourths of a mile. After 
lunch we doubled up ,rith another party to get both 
boats clo\\'n the rapids. Down all right. \\' e pulled boat 
up on a bank of snow and ice, aud dragged it over belmr 
rapids, about 300 feet. From there we again roped boat 
down to stuff, loaded up and a,ray. About one mile 
below rapids ,re struck shallow "·ater. Stuck on a gravel 
bar. \\'ith a few minutes' shoving we were again afloat. 
\ \" ent down four or five miles and camped for night. 
Yery glad that our goods and boat m:nt safely through 
experiences of last t,rn clays ,rithout either loss or dam
age, either personal or othenvise. The accidents which 
some parties met ,,·ith ,vere four, so far as I know. One 
large scmv struck walls of canyon, smashed in one end. 
She sank just below canyon in three feet of water. They 
had also two horses aboard. Everything damaged and 
spoiled. Another scow struck, but her upper part; no 
damage to stuff. The people in one large sco,,· thought 



BOOK FOR GOLD-SEEKERS. 511 

they would shoot the rapids rather than packing around. 
Came to grief by running on rocks; stove in some plank; 
filled and beached. Damaged goods the result. A man 
and his wife lost all by a boat getting away from them 
near rapids. 

June 3.-Beautiful morning, but no wind. \Ye are 
floating clown the Lewes river. To-clay \Ye have made 
the head of Lake Le Barge and two miles clown same. 

June 4.-Startec\ with oar", there being no wind. Slow 
progress, yet we made about twenty-four miles, ancl 
camped for the night. Yery fine scenery along this lake, 
mostly marble ancl limestone. 

June.5--Startec\ at 7 a. m. for foot of lake with a good 
wind. Making good progress. Entered river at 9 a. m. 
Piece of river for twenty-five miles is very rocky and 
dangerous. Kept our nerves strung the entire clay. After 
day of dodging rocks, drifting at rate of seven miles 
an hour, we were glad to camp about four miles below 
Hootalinqua river. :.\lost dangerous waters are now 
passed. :.\Iillions of mosquitoes, and they are wry hun
gry. \ Ye made nearly forty miles to-clay; all well. 

June 6.-Broke camp and started with a good three 
or four-mile current. \Ve are now well on the way into 
the promised land. :.\Iacle about twenty-one miles to 
Cassiar bar. There \\·e decided to stay rest of clay. It 
has been said that gold has been worked out here. \ \" e 
tried for it some time. Each of us found particles of 
gold, but so small we could not save it. 

June 7.-Left Cassiar bar 5:30, floating with a good 
current. The country along this river is low and S\Yampy. 
:\Iosquitoes are now the terror of our lives. A man 
came to our camp last evening after we were to bed; 
asked if we had seen any part of outfitting stuff coming 
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down. He had drifted sideways on a rock and smashed. 
Lost everything, save one sack of flour and one of gro
ceries. Hard luck. This happened near Hootalinqua 
river. We made some miscalculations in regard to dis
tance traveled the day we went through bare piece of 
river from Le Barge. Think we made about seventy 
miles that day and passed Hootalinqua without seeing 
it. To-day we passed Little Salmon river and went 
through Five Finger rapids and Rink rapids. \Yith diffi
culty we made landing and camped at r I p. m., with eigh
ty-fiye miles to our credit for the day. \\"e will have no 
more bad waters; smooth, S\Yift sailing. :-Iosquitoes fairly 
suffocating us; make camp and eating miserable. \Veath
er is getting warm. An old gentleman on steamer ":-Iex
ico" said: "A man will earn eyery dollar he gets in the 
Yukon." I believe him. All well. and looking ahead 
to more comfortable circumstances, though there will be 
no disappointment if we come back with nothing more 
than health and expenses clear. 

June 8.-Up and a\Yay from the swarms of mosquitoes. 
A number stayed \\·ith the boat. I cooked breakfast on 
board. Going down a good six-mile current. \\"e have 
made a forty-five-mile run to-day to Pelly river and old 
Fort Selkirk. Here are quite a number of log houses and 
a trading post. The Pelly and Lewes rivers from the Yu
kon at this point, so we are now on the Upper Yukon. 

June 9.-This has been our banner day for covering 
distance. \ \" e have made from Pelly river to five miles 
below \ \"hitc river, IOI mile 5. \ \. e are nearing our des
tination. All well. 

June IO.-Started at 6:45 a. m. Passed Stewart river 
in an hour; reached Sixty-:-Iile post at 12:30. \Ve are 
not making as good time to-day. \Ve have head winds. 
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:\t Dawson City ,,-c \\'ill probably split up partnership. 
Kall desires to go up Klondike, \Yhile Henry and I think 
of going up Stewart river. \Ve arrived at Dawson City 
8 p. m., seventy-five miles for the clay. 

June I 1.-An immense cro\\'cl of men and boats were 
here. They tell us that the Klondike creeks are very rich. 
Kall \\'cnt to work to help build a log house this morn
ing, $10 a day. Henry and I are dividing up stuff, pre
paring to start up Klondike. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

PREPARING FOR THE SPRING RUSH. 

UXDREDS OF :\IEX were just too late 
this year to secure passage on the last 
boats to leave the Pacific seaports for 
Dyea or St. l\Iichael. These men have 
declared they will be on the ground 
bright and early next spring prepared 
to rush to the gold diggings. Back of 

these men are thousands of others in this country, who, 
for one reason or another, were unable even to lay out a 
feasible plan for going to the Klondike district this year. 
They too have their eyes fixed on the spring days of 1898. 
Every indication points to a tremendous immigration to 
the Upper Yukon basin next year. The first boat that 
will carry gold-seekers to St. l\Echael, there to be trans
ferred to the Yukon river craft, will sail from the Pacific 
coast ports somewhere about June 1, 1898. Boats "·ill 
be leaving for Juneau and Dyea, \\·range! and other 
points, where an overland journey to the gold diggings 
may begin, all \vinter long, but enry effort will be made 
by government officials and influential men to hold back 
the tide of immigration until spring opens good and 
strong. It is said that a man may begin a trip over the 
"Back-Door" route by :\larch 1. but this statemenl is 
modified by the assertion that a man would be several 
kinds of a fool to start then. 

If all the plans that are on paper and in the minds 
of energetic men are carried out, a gold-seeker will have 
a comparatively easy task in reaching the Cpper Yukon 
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district in a year or so. Railroads and wagon roads, 
rive.r hoat lines, narrow-gauge roads, etc., are being 
projected to cover pretty nearly every route that looks 
in any \\·ay practical. - Here are some of the railroad 
projects which have been inspired b:,· the rush of gold
seekers. 

It is proposed to build a railroad from Skagway 
to the l:pper Hootalinqua river, and it is said that work 
will begin on the construction next year, for the survey 
has been made. The money for this enterprise is to be 
furnished, it is said, by a syndicate of Canadian capital
ists. This project is several years old. It was first 
brought out when the gold strike was made on Forty 
:.\Iik, but the Klondike furore apparently has given it 
new life. The engineer \Yho made the survey has this to 
say regarding the enterprise: 

''The journey from Dyea to Dawson City will be a 
part rail line and part rinr. steamers plying up the 
Yukon river above Dawson City. The route \\·ill be 
much different from that now in use. being by way of 
Lakes Tagish and Atlin and the Hootalinqua river, 
avoiding the \\'hitc Horse rapids and the dangers of 
}Iiles canyon, where now portages of from one to three 
miles have to be made and \Yhere many a miner has been 
wrecked. 

"The route for the new road, as surveyed and laid 
out, runs from Skagway bay, across the new \\.hite trail 
to the upper arm of Lake Tagish. Here a transfer to 
lake steamers is to be made. 11y steamer the route is 
across the head of Lake Tagish and through Three-Mile 
river to Lake Atlin. Across Lake Atlin to its northern 
extremity is about thirty miles. Here the rail line is 
resumed for a distance of thirty-one mires to the head
waters of Hootalinqua river. 
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"Disembarking at Hootalinqua rinT, passengers and 
freight ,,·ill be transferred to ri'.:er ~reamers to be oper
ated by the company from Dawson and Forty ~Iile up 
the Yukon and Hootalinqua ri\'ers. 

"This route is perhaps 75 or 100 miles longer than 
that at present followed by ingoing miners and gold 
hunters. The trail over \\'hite pass was made as a pre
liminary to the sur,·ey for the new railroad. 

''In building the roall, the company expects to see 
the whole of the Upper Yukon basin developed during 
the next iew years. Its promoters believe that the coun
try will produce a large amount of gold in the next half 
century, and that the discoveries of rich placers will ex
tend to other streams forming the upper end of the 
Yukon basin. In the territory now unexplored, in 
\\'hich the Klondike has its source, there are great ledges 
of quartz, and smaller streams rising in the same terri
tory form the head waters of other streams emptying 
into the Yuken above the Klondike, and therefore are 
likely to be as prodnctive of rich placers as is the ne\\· 
region." 

It is reported on \\·hat seems to be good authority that 
the officials of the Canadian department of the interior 
are considering the advisability of opening a wagon road 
from Edmonton to Dawson City. It is said that the dis
tance is between 800 and 900 miles, and that the route 
to be traveled is through an auriferous country. Those 
\\'ho favor the scheme say that the opening of such a 
route would greatly reduce the cost of reaching the gold 
fields, remove a large element of clanger, open a \\·ay of 
communication which could be used all winter, and thus 
enable prospectors and investors to reach or leave the 
gold country at any time of year. It is reported from 
Ottawa, Canada, that before a second \\·inter settles over 
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the Alaska gold fields a \\'agon ruad \\'ill be established. 
It also is reported that the Canadian Pacific will ex

tend the spur line which runs bet\\Tcn Calgary and Ed
monton to the Athabasca ri\'lT, a distance of some forty 
miles, thus doing a,rny \\'ith the land portage between 
Edmonton and Fort :\Ic:durray. 

Another route which it is said the Canadian govern
ment is planning to improve starts from the upper encl 
of ~te,\'art lake, about 500 miles above Ashcroft, the 
.British Columbia mining tmrn. For 16o miles above 
.-\shcroft there is an excellent \\'agon road, "·hich brings 
the traveler to the Upper Frazer ri\'er and which is na\'i
gable for 350 miles for light steamers. On the river route 
there are said to be one or t\\'o bad places, \\'hich the Do
minion government proposes to fix immediately for 
steamer travel. E\'en above Stewart lake a series of 
\\·aterways arc found \\'hich can easily be con\'erted into 
a steamer route. Freight can now be taken as far as 
the lake for 6 cents a pound. From the lake to Fort Con
nelly the \Yater route would be through Satcher river, 
Cross lake, X orth Tatiah lake and Drift\\'ood riYcr. 

A miner \\'ell provided \\'ith pack-horses need not, so 
those \\'ho have been over the trail say, bother \\'ith the 
riYers and lakes, as the entire distance to the fort can be 
traveled "·ith ease by pack-train. The beauty of this 
route, it is claimed, is that no food need be carried for 
the horses, as there is an abundance of grass the entire 
distance. 

From Fort Connelly the route "·ould be to Telegraph 
creek over a prairie country "·ith plenty of gras~. Al
though at present there are no trails, it is said none are 
needed, as there is little clanger of going far astray. From 
Telegraph creek to the Klondike country travel is easy. 

J. l\T. 0. Lewis, a civil engineer of Salem, Oregon, 
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says he can open up, at a small expense, a route from the 
south of the Copper river by which the Klondike may be 
reached by a journey of not more than 300 miles from 
the coast. The route which he proposes will start inland 
from the mouth of the Copper river, near the Twenty
mile glacier, about twenty-five miles east of the entrance 
to Prince ·William sound. He says the Copper river is 
navigable for small steamers for many miles beyond the 
mouth of its principal eastern tributary, which is itself 
navigable for a considerable distance. 

From the head of navigation, ;\Ir. Lewis says, either a 
highway or a railroad could be constructed \Yithout great 
difficulty or very heayy grades, through wl~at the natives 
call ''Low pass," probably the Scoloi pass. From this 
pass the road would follow the valley of the \Yhite river 
to the point where it empties into the Yukon on the edge 
of the Klondike fields. 

Another project contemplates the building of a nar
row gauge railroad from Skagaway bay over the \Vhite 
pass, 62 miles, to the head waters of the Yukon. Here 
it is proposed to put on steamboats drawing only eight 
inches of water when light and twenty inches when 
loaded, to steam down the Yukon to ;\ [iles canyon; a 
line of larger boats to be run from :\liles canyon to the 
mouth of the Yukon, thus making a competitive route by 
\\·ay of St. Michael. 

Canadians want to build a railroad from ;\Iissanabie 
on the Canadian Pacific railroad, 07 3 miles \Yest of ;\[on
treal, north to ;\[oose Factory, 250 miles.' There it is 
proposed to put a boat on ;\[oose river to cross Hudson 
bay to Chesterfield inlet, a distance of about 1,300 miles: 
to sail into Chesterfield inlet 200 miles; there to build 
a railroad to Great Slave lake 200 miles, and there to 
take boats down the ;\Iackenzie river to the Arctic ocean; 
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build a railroad 50 mile~ or ~(l to Porcupine ri\'cr, arnl 
then take boats down the Porcupine river to the Yukon. 
This would require the building of 500 or more miles of 
railroad. 

The Canadian government is obtaining estimates of 
the cost of building a \\'agon road, or a narrow gauge 
railroad, from the head of Lynn canal, over the moun
tains 80 miles, to the head waters of the Yukon. 

A railroad, \\'hich according to the opinion of men 
who are familiar with the country, not only is greatly 
needed but is eminently feasible, is under consideration 
by the British Columbia Development company. This 
company proposes to build a saw-mill at the headwaters 
of the Yukon, construct boats for sale to miners, and 
build a narrow gauge railroad, 36 miles long, around 
the various rapids \\·hich are dangerous to navigation. 

Another railroad project conten1plates the construc
tion of a line, 150 miles long or so, from Telegraph 
creek to Lake Teslin on \\·hat is knm\'n as the Stikeen 
river route. According to the promoters of this enter
prise the road \Yill start from Glenora on Telegraph 
creek, 126 miles from the mouth of the Stikeen river, 
and follow a newly discovered path to Lake Teslin. From 
Lake Teslin to Dawson City it is proposed to put on 
river boats, but no provision seems to have been made 
to get around the Five Finger rapids. The promoters 
of this enterprise say that the Canadian government \\·ill 
appropriate a sum of money to blow out the dangerous 
rocks at this point. 

The number of ocean and river transportation com
panies that have been formed and syndicated run up 
into the hundreds. In all probabilities there will be sev
eral steamboat lines plying the waters of the Yukon 
from St. Michae~ to the gold diggings. This will offer 
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competition to the .\la~ka Commercial company and the 
X orth American Transportation and Trading company, 
which haYc, heretofore, virtually held a monopoly on 
Yukon river business. Both of these established com
panies intend increasing their river fleets. Orders al
ready have been given for material to be taken to St. 
:\lichael, where river boats will be built. Each of these 
established companies has placed orders with large ship
yard~ for new ocean vessels to run between the Pacific 
seaports and Juneau, Wrangel, Dyea and St. :\Iichael. 

During the rush this summer all sort of craft was 
pressed into service to carry gold-seekers to the gate\\·ays 
for the overland routes and to St. .\Iichael. Some of the 
boats used were old, and it is alleged a few of them had 
been condemned previously by the federal inspectors. 
As a big rush is expected next spring, capitalists are 
bending cycry effort to prepare for it. This means that 
a large number of Ycs~cls will be put into commission 
in time to handle the early rush. 

A chain of banks is to be established in the Alaska 
country and the various trading posts of one of the trans
portation and trading companies which has been estab
lished in that country for several years. It is the design 
of the company to receive deposits of gold dust, issue 
drafts and, in short, carry on all the business of a bank. 

Before coming to a definite conclusion regarding a 
trip to the Klondike the prospective gold-seeker would 
better drop in and see his life insurance agent. 

The general manager of one of the largest Xe\\' York 
life insurance companies is quoted as saying: "\ Ve de
cline, for the present, to take any risks upon the liYcs of 
persons ". ho are going to the Yukon mining district 
because thc severity of the climate and the privations 
to which they are likely to be subjected seriously en-
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clanger human life. Civilization is in such a baclrn ard 
state there that the risk would be too great. There 
would be no magistrates before whom claims could be 
adjusted, and if there were, the cost of adjustment would 
far exceed the amount of many year< premiums on ac
count of the expensive and inferior facilities for travel. 
After a while. if the country has a sufficient system of 
local government, railroads, ancl other methods of regu
lar transportation, and men can be provided \\'ith ample 
food, medical assistance, etc., \\'e will probably do some 
business there." 

Regarding the issuance of accident policies, the gen
eral manager of one of the large casualty insurance com
panies said: "\\' e decline to ,Hite any ne\\· r,olicies to 
men who intend to go to the Yukon mining region or to 
grant permits for any of our pol icy-holders to go there. 
The hazard was not contemplated in our original poli
cies. All accident insurance policies exclude accidents 
happening to the assured persons \\'hile they are in \,·ild 
or uncivilized countries,' and ,vc classify the Yukon min
ing district of Alaska under that clause. Policy-holders 
are insured against injuries sustained only on regular 
lines of travel. Alaska is practically an unsettled coun
try, and we have no sufficient insurance statistics to jus
tify us in writing accident insurance policies. Future 
conditions may justify us, but it seems to be improbable 
that either the life or accident insurance business ,,·ill be 
very large in an arctic region like Alaska. There may be, 
perhaps, 5,000 or 10,000 persons ,vho "·ill start for the 
Yukon mining district this year. How many \\·ill reach 
there or how many will return or sunive or be exempt 
from accidental injuries \\'e cannot tell. Therefore, no 
well-managed insurance company can afford. i1~ ju~tice 
to its policy-holders, to take such chance~. for 1t might 
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be that nine out of ten of the adventurers would succumb 
to the rigors of the climate, to accident, or disease." 

Some companies have announced that they will fix 
an extra rate of insurance for Klondikers \\.hen Prof. 
Chamberlin made his arctic trip he secured life insurance 
by paying an extra $5 to a $1,000 risk, and this rate may 
be imposed on gold-seekers by insurance companies. 
Some policies fix restrictions regarding travel and occtt
pation, and such policies, doubtless, will be forfeited if 
the holders take a trip to the north land gold district. 
Owing to the widespread attempt that \Yas made on the 
part of gold-seekers to protect their families by life in
surance, many companies have given notice that all poli
cies taken out by persons \\·ho soon after leave for the 
Klondike or Alaska gold fields, \Yill be canceled on the 
ground of attempted fraud. 

At least 100 co-operatiw associations have been 
formed in various parts of the l' nited :-;rates. most of 
them having the magic \\·ore! "Klondike" in the name. 
These associations are built on lines similar to those fol
lowed by bodies of men and women who began, in 18<)2. 
to get ready to go to the \\' orld's Fair in Chicago in 
1893. In forming one of these co-operative organiza
tions, the members elect their officers, board of directors, 
and the all-important treasurer. Each week or each 
month each member pays into the treasury a certain 
amount of money. thus making a common fund, which is 
to be used next spring. either to send a few men to locate 
and work claims for all, or to take all to the Klondike. 
One of the most ambitious of these co-operative associa
tions is a Brooklyn project. Following is the plan as 
outlined by the man who started the enterprise: 

"\\'hen the gold talk was first published in the papers 
I conceived of the idea of establi;;hing a colony in the 
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Klondike regions. I spoke to a number of my friends 
and acquaintances in the neighborhood, among them 
being several people connected \\'ith the Beecher Me
morial church, \\'hich I attend. The idea seemed to take 
right away and I got several persons to agree to enter 
the scheme and agitate it among their friends. As a re
sult, we have about thirty or forty people who are willing 
to go. They are nearly all men, although some of the 
men who are married intend to take their \\'ivcs along. 
~Iy wife \\'ill accompany me. As far as we can figure at 
the present time it \\'ill cost each man about $1,000, which 
\\'ill be used in buying outfits and provisions. \Ve also 
propose to take along portable houses that we can erect 
as soon as we arrive at our destination. It has not been 
decideq \\'hether we will go by \\'ay of San Francisco 
or by the all \Yater route around Cape Horn. If ,,·e de
cide on the latter way we will charter a boat in X ew York 
for the colonists. This we will stock with provisions for 
a year's supply. We \\'ill also take along horses and 
mules and guns and ammunition and everything that is 
likely to be needed. 

"Where \\'e \\'ill locate is not altogether decided upon. 
But \\'e think on the L'nited States side of the border 
line at a mountain \Yhich is said to be the fountain head 
of the gold field. We know just about the longitude and 
latitude and \\'e are waiting to hear from \Vashington as 
to certain particulars in regard to the same. The agree
ment so far as entered upon in reference to claims is 
that each member of the party will be given 500 feet, 
,Yhich will be worked by the individual, who will reap 
all the good luck in gold ·nuggets that may be his lot to 
find. We intend to lay out part of the claims for street, 
residence and business purposes. In connection with 
the latter we \\'ill establish a general store, ,,·here goods 
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\\'ill be sold to the colonists at ):' ew York prices, with 
the freight added, but to all others that ,Yill apply for sup
plies we will charge Klondike prices. A church and a 
newspaper are also some of the things connected with 
civilized life that \\·ill be features of the settlement. 

"In getting together a party of colonists we have been 
careful to enlist only those of good moral character, who. 
if possible, have a church standing, although the latter 
is not a necessary requirement. In the establishment of 
a church denominational lines will be obliterated, and it 
will be known as a people's church. If we cannot get a 
minister to come along \\·ith us one of the party \\·ill con
duct the services. There is no doubt that \\'e could get 
a large number of people to go along, but we do not \\'ant 
everybody, and the character of the applicant \Yill be well 
weighed before he \Yill be accepted. It is our intention 
to advance Christianity as \Yell as civilization, and, of 
course, at the same time to make money. So we will be 
particular about the personnel of our party. 

"\ \' e feel very confident that our colony will increase 
very rapidly after \Ye are once settled, for it \\ ill be a 
great inducement for people, particularly of Brooklyn, to 
go to the gold fields when they know that there is a 
colony there of people who will welcome them, and they 
will not be among strangers. Telegraph, telephone and 
postoffice accommodations will soon follow, and \Ye feel 
that it ,\·ill not be long before \\'e have direct communica
tion between Brooklyn City. Alaska, and our own City of 
Brooklrn. 
• "Sev~ral persons desired to have the settlement called 
Greater N rn York, but it ,Yas decided that Brooklyn 
City would more clnscly connect 11s with our home city . 
. \s understood at present the new settlement will be 
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governed by a board of officers as follows: President. 
vice-president, secretary and directors.'' 

Reports have come down from the Klondike country 
that already the nimble witted sharpers who, passing as 
"old miners," lay in wait for "tenderfeet," are "salting'' 
mines. One of the simplest \\'a_1·s of salting such a mine 
originated in Colorado and has been \\'orked several 
times with marked success. The "old miner" has two 
claims, one a half clay's journey in the wilderness and the 
other near the main group. The latter, he frankly says, 
is the richer of the two and demands his full time. He 
will sell the distant one very cheaply after its value has 
been determined by a· practical test. He offers to go 
out with the stranger and spend a day on the claim, 
panning the sand, the proceeds of the day's labor to he 
equally divided. 

This is a fair proposition, and if the stranger is fair 
game he goes. Long before daylight the comrades start, 
and reach the claim in time to put in a fair clay's work. 
The claim pans only moderately well, and at the encl of 
the day they have about five ounces of gold dust, worth 
about $90. They go back to town, the stranger and the 
old miner divide the proceeds, and the newcomer imme
diately sees visions of millions. He figures that he can 
take $40 or $50 a day out of the mine without any outside 
help. The old miner says he will take $1,000 spot cash 
for the claim, and he usually gets it. 

Bright and early the next morning the new owner 
is back on the claim panning the sand like a steam en
gine. Everything runs splendidly for the first few hours, 
and then the dirt grows rapidly poorer, and usually be
fore nightfall the amount of dust found becomes infinites
imal. The next day is worse than the preceding after
noon. The bottom of the gold encl of the mine s~ems to 

31 
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have <lropped out, but the innocent keeps on working 
pluckily, and at the end of a wee-k has about three ounces 
to 1>how, two of them being the fruits of his first day's 
labor. If he is wise he goes back to town in search of 
information and to talk over the erratic showing of his 
mine. Then the first honest man of experience that he 
strikes will laugh and shout the melancholy word, "salt
ed." 

How did the "old miner" salt the mine? Easily 
enough. The common method is to take a shotgun, put 
in a moderate charge of powder and a quarter of an 
ounce of gold dust on top. Then the sharper fires the 
gun into the dirt, the gold dust scattering widely. Re
peating this a dozen or eighteen times, the "old miner's" 
mine is ready for the innocent. The "old miner" can tell 
just where he fired the gold dust, and the first day's 
work is sure to lead to the recovery of most of the salt
mg. 

This is one way the mining confidence man works, but 
there are others. In. one of the northern states of .:\Iex
ico an English syndicate narrowly escaped paying $800,-
000 for a mine that wasn't worth $80. The money was 
sent over and deposited in., a San Francisco bank and 
the payment ,Yas about to be made when a halt \\·as called 
by an American mineralogist. The Englishmen had first 
sent over an expert, \Yho made a most careful investiga
tion. He spent t1Yo months on the work, and his find
ings full demonstrated the truth of the seller's statements. 

\\'ithout notifying the first expert, a second expert 
was sent over. and he spent some six months in the work. 
First he visited several large American mines, and then 
he made a close study of the .:\Iexican people, with the 
result that he determined to trust none of them. He de
cide<! to get the ore himself, breaking it off with a pick 
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and sealing it up in glass bottles, so that if they were 
tampered with he would know of it by the breaking of 
the seals. He hired an old, white-haired man, decrepit 
and feeble and blind in one eye, to hold the box while 
he chipped off the ore with the pick. ~ o one else was 
allowed in the mine. The bottles holding the ore were 
carefully shipped under his supervision to San Fran
cisco, where they were tested, and when his report was 
sent to London and compared with the other it was 
found that it confirmed the finding of the first expert. 
Upon this the money was sent, with instructions to pay 
the $800,000, on the final condition that a well known 
American mineralogist confirmed the findings of the two 
English experts. 

The American took 300 samples, and of these 157 
showed no g~ld, seventy odd less than $2 a ton, and the 
remainder from $2 to $4 a ton. The findings of the En
glish experts showed an average of $18 to $25 a ton. 
Upon this payment of the $800,000 was at once stopped, 
and the representative of the syndicate decided to make 
a mill test of sixty days, placing one of their number in 
charge. 

The new manager had every ounce of ore locked up 
in a room and each lot he had assayed, in addition to 
putting it through the mill. The assay confirmed the 
American's report, but the mill returns showed enough 
gold to warrant the English experts' reports. He knew 
that it was an impossibility for the mill to produce more 
gold than the ore contained, but to explain the impossi
bility was a problem. 

After two weeks of wrestling with the . enigma, the 
manager \\·as sitting one evening a few yards from the 
mill, when he happened· to look at the roof and saw an 
opening which aroused his suspicion. He and a couple 
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of tn,sted men at once made an examination, and there, 
between the ceiling and the roof, they found a }Iexican 
with several glass jars of gold dust. 

The fellow had bored a hole the entire length of the 
post running into the battery, and through this he had 
been pouring just enough gold dust to keep up the high 
character of the ore. That ended the trade. Later it 
was discovered that the second expert had been fooled 
by the old blind man, who had dropped rich samples 
into the ore box while the expert was working with the 
pick. It was believed that the first expert was swindled 
in a similar manner. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

SOLID DRINKS AND HARD FOOD. 

0 NE YEAR'S sePPL Y of provisions for 
c_ an able-bodied man doing the hardest 

--lJ:____ , '-" kind of outdoor work and subjected 
~ to the exposure incident to an Arctic 

climate is a formidable bulk. The 
~~" - dietary of such a man will not be at all 
-:::::=:~~ excessive, if it amounts to five pounds 
~ of food per day-that is, a pound each 

of meat, bread, vegetables, milk and fruit. A year's sup
ply at this rate would amount to over 1,800 pounds net 
of food. 

~faking allowance for the weight of the material in 
\Yhich the food would be packed, the Klondiker would 
have to struggle through the Chilkoot snows with certain
ly over a ton of commissary supplies, t'o say nothing of 
the other portions of his outfit. \Vith shovels and picks 
costing from $12 to $17 apiece in the gold diggings, and 
all other tools and necessaries in proportion, the miner 
will naturally want to bring as many supplies of this kind 
as possible from the land of civilization. 

Now, what is wanted is food in such a condensed form 
that the equivalent in nourishment to 1 ,8oo pounds in 
bulk may be so reduced in weight that a man can carry it 
on his back. A writer, in the X ew York \ Vorld, in this 
connection, speculates as follows: 

"Science has done a great deal towards accomplishing 
this. The armies of the United States, England, France 
and Germany in their 'emergency rations' have accom-
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plished marvels in the matter of condensation. Our own 
war department has proved it possible to condense a loaf 
of bread into a space no larger than a pack of firecrackers, 
a pound of beef into a hard chunk an inch or more square, 
a cup of coffee into a cough lozenge and a quart of soup 
into an oblong packet of about two cubic inches. The 
food is all there, all its nutritive elements preserved. 

"Here is a partial list of things that might interest the 
Klondiker: 

"Saccharine, a coal-tar product, put up in tiny tablets, 
each 200 times as s,Yeet as sugar. 

"Pemmican, a mixture of dried beef, fat and salt, half a 
pound of which goes a long "·ay. 

"Dried mixed vegetables, a French preparation of cab
bages, turnips, beets and other things. One-tenth the 
original weight. 

"Desiccated beef blocks. one ounce equal to five ounces 
of fresh beef. 

"Desiccated soup, three ounces solid to a quart of \Ya
ter, salt included. 

"Beef tablets, two-ounce size, containing most of the 
valuable elements of a pound of beef. 

"Coffee lozenges, a half cup each, sugar included; tea, 
ditto. 

"Kola, put up "ith chocolate in cakes, stimulating 
i;ather than nourishing. 

":.Ialted nuts, a highly concentrated form of food, made 
digestible, or said to be. 

''Lemon and lime tablets. one, vest-button size, to a 
glass of water. Fruit tablets of yarious other sorts, less 
valuable for the miner. 

"Celery tablets, an appetizer a man who digs for gold 
,,ill hardly take, except as a luxnry. 

"Strawberry tablets, useful mainly for flavoring. 
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"Desiccated apples, peaches, pears, potatoes, turnips, 
onions and other things, generally one-tenth weight. 

''Olives, stoned and desiccated, very nutritious, a re
cent Californian arrangement. 

"Peanut meal, very light and nutritive, useful as a soup 
ingredient. 

"Bean and pea soup packages, a compresseJ form of 
the most nutritive vegetables known, combined with 'soup 
stock.' 

"Poi, a Sandwich Island preparation of ground and 
dried tara root, yery nutritious, but not to be compared 
in comparison ,,·ith the various tablets, etc. 

"There are other things the Klondiker would like but 
can't get, because they are army specialties, jealously 
guarded-like the 'iron ration' of the British soldier. a 
tiny can of pemmican and one of cocoa and honey; or the 
'erbswurst' of the German army, a sausage-shaped mass 
of pea meal, fat and bacon, which makes t,Yeh·e plates of 
good pea soup. But these rations are not supposed to he 
good as a steady diet in any case. They are meant only 
to help out in a tight place. 

"There are, however, milk tablets which can be used, 
generally designed for convalescent diet, but available 
for general purposes-the lactopeptines, or milk and pep
sin in combination; and the malted milk tablets which are 
already used as condensed luncheons by a fe,,· X e,y York 
men-gold miners in the Wall street canyon. These 
milk tablets are about as large as a button. A tin can 
about two inches and a half high and two inches and a 
quarter across contains the equivalent of several meals, 
if allowed to dissolve on the tongue slowly. 

"The British sailor is called a 'lime-juicer,' because lime 
juice is served out to him on long cruises to prevent scur
vy. This disease is the bane of Arctic explorers and the 
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bugbear of Arctic miners. The Klondike man wants 
plrnty of lemon and lime tablets. 

"He \rants oil, also. He may think he doesn't but he 
does. Just at this season, and in the latitude of X C\\' 

York, oil dosen't appeal to a jaded palate, but the Klon
dike has a Russian climate, and it is known that in Rus
sian towns poor people used to shin up the lamp-posts 
and drink all the oil designed for lighting the streets, until 
the discovery of petroleum enabled hard-hearted munici
palities to substitute a brand of illuminating fluid less fav
ored by connoisseurs as a beverage. X owadays, poor 
Russians \\'ith long memories look \Yistfully up at the gas 
lamps, shake their heads, sigh, and curse the government. 

"The miner \\·ho wants to carry his m\·n pack over the 
pass \rill have to live on nourishing soups and savory 
stews a good deal of the time after reaching the Klondike. 
'.\Iost concentrated foods lose their fiber. There is noth
ing to che\\' on. Almost everything comes as a po\\'der or 
a paste, and needs nothing but boiling water and an ap
petite to make a meal. 

"One \\·ay to get along \Yith less food in the Klondike 
region is to keep warm. This is generally managed by 
building one's cabin right over his claim and digging 
clown through the frozen ground underneath. Here, in 
a great pit, sheltered from the \\'incl. the miner works in 
a degree of discomfort perhaps not greater than that of 
the Canadian lumberman out of doors. It is a useful 
pointer that the lumberman's favorite diet is pork and 
beans, and that pea soup comes next in favor. 

"The Klondike miner will do well to cultivate a sweet 
tooth if he has it not. Sugar is one of the most condensi
ble of foods, and is also almost entirely a fuel food and 
cheater of the cold. 

"The accompanying table of a year's food, which may 
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be carried into Klondike on a man's back, is based partly 
on Prof. \V. 0. Atwater's tables of food values and food 
needs, and upon the supposed strength of the various 
tablets and extracts. It is based, also, in part, upon the 
U. S. army ration and other standard dietaries. It is not 
'guaranteed to give satisfaction,' but it includes nothing 
that is not easily possible, and nothing which will not be 
one of the commonplaces of modern life "·ithin a very kw 
years. I ts total weight equivalent in ordinary food is 
only a little over 500 pounds, but the ingredients are care
fully chosen to avoid "·aste. 

Weight 
Article. pounds. 

\Var bread . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Bean and pea tablets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Beef, desiccated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Potatoes and mixed vegetables, desiccated and con-

densed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Saccharine . . . . . . . .......................... . 
::\ [ilk tablets ................................ . 
Coffee tablets (with saccharine) ................ . 
Tea tablets (with saccharine) .................. . 
Pressed olives, stoneless. desiccated ............ . 
Lemon and lime tablets (almost pure acid) ...... . 
Malted nuts and nut meal .................... . 
Celery tablets ....................... : ........ . 
Desiccated fruits ............................ . 
Salt (included in most of the food tablets) ....... . 

2 

3 
2 

2 

5 
2 

_I 
·I 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69{ 

"These tablets, with the new silk rubber suit of cloth
ing, invented by a man in Kokomo, Incl .. which is as Hght 
as air and warm as buffalo robes, simplify the problem of 
the argonauts. This new garment is said to be quite im
pervious to wind and water, to be so firm of texture that 
it will never ,,·car out, and to render the conventional suit 
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of clothes necessary only as a concession to established 
custom. As soon as the new triumphs of food tablets 
and Indiana science shall be perfected and find their way 
to market, the American citizen who wants to go to the 
Klondike country may snap his fingers at the Canadian 
import duties, the pack mule problem and the grocery 
bill." 

There is a man in Seattle, Wash., who says he is going 
to make millions out of the Klondike treasures without 
going to Klondike-in fact, by staying right where he is. 
This man has a long head, and he says that the genius 
who solves the food problem will be richer than the man 
who strikes the richest find in the gold fields. He be
lieves that he is that genius. 

"\\'hy, man,'' he says, "in an ordinary valise I can put 
enough food to last a healthy man a year and give him a 
menu just as varied as he could find in a first-class hotel. 
He can easily take another one of those valises, and when 
he reaches Dawson City he can sell it for $2,000. That's 
what a year's supply of good food is ,Yorth there. If he 
wants to load himself down \Yith a good-sized burden he 
can take four or five supplies, and he will be a compara
tively rich man the moment he reaches his destination. 
Why, one of those valises "·ill buy a half interest in a 
claim panning $200 a day. I am selling them for $250 
each and they cost me $50. I make 400 per cent profit, 
and the man ,Yho takes them makes at least 700 or 8oo per 
cent. That's a pretty big scheme, isn't it?" 

Two years ago the speaker was one of a party that in
terested the l"nited States government in a condensed 
food scheme to be adopted in case of \Yar. A commis
sion, appointed by the secretary of \\·ar, and composed of 
experienced army officers, made thorough investigations, 
and their subsequent reports were largely favorable. It 
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was shown that it would be possible for a large arnw to 
move a considerable distance from its base of sup1;lies 
without the usual attendant wagon train ~nd beef "in the 
hoof" by supplying each soldier with a packet of con
densed foods. It was, however, reported that \Yhile foods 
of this kind could safely be used in cwnt of emergency, 
it was inadvisable to furnish them when fresh foods \\-ere 
obtainable. In the Chinese-] apanese war the soldiers of 
the :.Iikado executed several long marches with unusual 
dispatch by the use of condensed foods. Each soldier, in 
addition to a cartridge belt, carried \\ hat was called a din
ner belt. This was filed with a large assortment of cap
sules, pills, buttons and small packages, none of them 
larger than a medium-sized pocketbook. The dinner belt 
weighed but ten pounds, but it contained enough nutri
ment to sustain the soldier for thirty clays. 

The present scheme is to furnish Klondike Yoyager, 
with an assortment of condensed foods somewhat similar 
to that carried by the Japanese, but adapted to the peculiar 
needs of the men in the diggings. 

"The great beauty of this food," said the genius, "lies 
in the fact that the miner doesn't have to \,·astc any time 
for meals, and cnry minute counts in that district, when 
the mining can only be done three months of the year. 
The ground cannot be thawed out until June I, and after 
September I it is useless to attempt anything. In these 
three months he has to crowd in enough labor to make 
up for the nine idle months, and if I can save him an hour 
each day of the working season it is an item of considera
ble importance." 

Anything in the eating line can now be put up in con
densed form, from a canvas back duck to corned beef and 
cabbage, and in such light shape that either dish could be 
sent through the mail for two cents. Even boned turkey 
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is put into tablets, to say nothing of Boston baked beans, 
oysters, fruit and vegetables. 

A good cup of coffee or tea is crowded into a mass as 
thin and as small as a medium-sized button. It is already 
sweetened with a saccharine pr~duct of coal tar and ac
cordingly requires but a wry small amount. One of 
these buttons dropped into a cup of hot \\·ater becomes 
immediately a cup of good coffee or tea. 

All kinds of soups are prepared in the same ,ray. The 
buttons contain a mixture of meat and vegetables, fully 
seasoned and ready for the hot water. A sausage-like 
affair, not as large as frankfurter, and made of pea meal, 
fat and bacon, makes t\Yelve plates of nutritious soup. 
This has been used in the German army for nearly thirty 
years, its efficacy being determined during the Franco
German \Yar, when the German soldiers, on their quick 
marches in the enemy's country, had little else to eat. 

:\Iince pie, plum pudding, apple dumplings and kindred 
delicacies are also to be had in forms not larger or heavier 
than a silver quarter. But this is not the kind of food that 
the genius proposes to put up in the miner's kit. He is 
going to use the substantials only, and prepare his prov
ender on the lines of that used in the army. 

One of the essentials will be desiccated beef, an ounce 
of which is equivalent to five ounces of fresh meat. It is 
put up in hard little chunks-so hard that an ordinary 
knife makes little headway against it. A. tiny machine 
like a coffee mill grinds it into fine ~havings, which can 
be spread on bread or used for soup making. 

A loaf of bread is compressell into a mass not much 
bigger that a soda cracker. \\'hen soaked in water it 
swells up like a sponge, and \Yhen dried out makes very 
fair eating. A loaf of the same size is composed of a 
preparation of flour, beef, fat and salt and contains all the 
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essentials of a plain but hearty meal. This is some\\·hat 
similar to the pemmican ration used in the British army. 

Ten pounds of onions, carrots, potatoes, turnips, cab
bage or any other vegetable are, by the condensing pro
cess, crowded into one-pound cans, and for soup-making 
purposes are said to be excellent. 

The man \Yho counts upon being a millionaire through 
his scheme does not expect to do anything this season, as 
the time for leaving for the Klondike is practically over. 
He expects, however, to be in shape to launch his project 
early next spring, when the first steamer sails and when 
the food supply in the mining district is practically ex
hausted. 

The question as to what supplies are necessary to be 
taken in by those preparing to go to the Yukon is one 
oYer which there has been considerable discussion. The 
estimates made by some of the most experienced miners 
has been considered by others equally experienced as en
tirely too large. It has been suggested that the emergen
cy ration as adopted in the United States army. supple
mented possibly by some dried fruits and desiccated vege
tables, would be a nry good guide in treating on this sub
ject. 

The emergency ration as adopted for the lJ nited States 
army is composed as follmvs: Bacon, IO ounces; hard 
bread, 16 ounces; pea•meal, -+ ounces, or an equivalent in 
approved material for making soup, coffee, roasted and 
ground, 2 ounces; or tea, ! ounce; saccharine, -+ grains; 
salt, 64-100 ounce; pepper, 4-100 ounce: tobacco,! ounce. 

For use the bacon is wrapped in tough paraffine paper. 
The hard bread is inclosed in air and grease-proof car
tons; the pea meal prepared in cylindrical packages and 
the other components in suitable packages. 

The ration is not intended for continuous use, but sole-
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ly for occasions arising in active operations when the use 
of the regularly established ration may be impracticable, 
and never for a longer period than ten days at a time. Its 
nutritive qualities permit its use on half allmvance, fur
nishing a full (minimum) subsistence diet, so that in ex
treme emergency five days' rations may be made to last 
for ten without any impairment of health resulting from 
the temporarily restricted diet. X ot more than five days' 
emergency rations are allowed to be carried on the person 
of the soldier at any one time. 

All the component parts of this ration were made the 
subjects of thorough investigation and experiment by 
boards of officers convened in each military department 
before adoption; and the ration, as a whole, has been used 
by troops in the field with satisfactory results \Yithin the 
circuit of the time above stated. How it would stand the 
test of use during a long period and exclusive of other 
supplies-an end for which it was never intended-is a 
matter of doubtful question. 

It will be seen at a glance at its components that the 
emergency ration of the army is just about what a miner, 
prospector or explorer would naturally select for his trip. 
An army officer said that there can be no doubt as to the 
entire wholsomeness of all its components, and in his 
opinion it would be sufficient to preserve health and bod
ily vigor during a far longer period than ten days, and in
definitely, with the addition of such canned vegetables, 
etc., usually forming part of every campaigning outfit. 
While the "condensed ration," in many forms and of 
many manufactures, foreign and domestic, was extensive
ly experimented with by the variou~ boards of officers· 
above referred to, none was found that appeared to meet 
all demands, and none recommended for adoption. Co£, 
fee and tea in shape of extract, essence, tablets or paste, 
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ground and pressed, with or without sugar; meats, potted 
and tinned, powdered, smoked, in capsules, jars, in sau~ 
sages, combined with pork, with potatoes, soups in liquid, 
solidified, desiccated, tablet form, desiccated vegetables 
and a host of other preparations, all doubtless of greater 
or less merit and value, were swallowed by these gentle
men with a reckless disregard of consequences to diges
tive organs little less than heroic. But none was found 
suited to the stomach of the American soldier and the de
mands of the authorities for the purpose intended. And 
the final verdict of all boards was practically a return to 
the orthodox "hard bread, bacon and coffee," which 1s 
the soldier's and miner's standard the land over. 
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News from the Klondike. 
THE CHICAGO RECORD was the only newspaper in the 

United States which had a correspondent in the Klondike region at 
the time of the great strike of gold. Mr. William D. Johns an
nounced the Klondike discovery in THE CHICAGO RECORD in an 
article published March 2, 1897, which had been sent out of the 
Yukon country 1,000 miles by dog sledge to the coast. Three 
articles by Eli Gage, son of the secretary of the treasury, also gave 
information of these gold fields before the great excitement caused 
by the return of shiploads of fortunate gold seekers by the Excel
sior to San Francisco and by the Portland to Seattle. 

Under date of June 18 Mr. Johns wrote again from the Klon
dike to THE CHICAGO RECORD. giving in detail the results cf the 
digging up to that dak 

In the summer of 1896 Omer Maris, a journalist of ability, and 
a gold-mining expert, was sent to the Yukon country by THE CHI
CAGO RECORD. His many articles on the country and the gold
mining operations there attracted wide attention. At the mouth of 
the Klondike river he met and conversed with George Carmack, 
who four weeks later discovered the great placer' gold deposits a 
few miles away which now comprise the famous diggings. Mr. 
Maris sailed again from Seattle Aug. 2, 1897, in the fast yacht 
Rosalie for Juneau and Dyea as THE CHICAGO RECORD'S chief 
representative in the Yukon region. As he is familiar with the 
country he will probably reach Dawson City in an unusually short 
space of time and will remain there all winter, sending out dis
patches as often as possible. Mr. Johns will also remain as a rep
resentative of THE CHICAGO RECORD on the Klondike river. 
William J. Jones, United States Commissioner for Alaska, is also a 
regular correspondent for THE RECORD from the ~old fields. 

Correspondents at Juneau, St. Michael, Victoria, Tacoma, 
Seattle, San Francisco and Edmonton, N. W. T., are Ic1oking after 
news of the gold fields for THE CHICAGO RECORD. In Ottawa, 
Montreal and Toronto special correspondents will give the news of 
the gold fields coming from Canadian oflicial sources. Mr. Lee, a 
special correspondent for THE RECORD, is on his way to the Klon
dike by way ot Lake Athabasca, the Mackenzie river and Fort 
McPherson, and through the coming tall and winter will describe 
that important route, long traveled by voyageurs of the Hudson's 
Bay company. THE CHICAGO RECORD has ied on news from the 
Klondike and the Yukon region and will continue to furnish abso
lutely reliable reports. 



THE CHICAQO RECORD 

Prints all the news from all the world. It is a memb~r of 
The Associated Press and special correspondents represent 
it at all important news centers. Its facilities for news
gathering are unsurpassed by those of any other Chicago 
daily. 

It is a short-and-to-the-point paper. Its matter of all 
kinds is closely edited with the view of giving the reader 
all the news of the day and eliminating the merely trivial and 
inconsequential. It is designed to be a daily paper for busy 
people. 

It is an independent newspaper. It aims to be fair and 
impartial in discussing men and measures and to ~ive its 
readers all political news free from tbe taint of partisan bias. 

It is pre-eminently a family newspaper. It is clean 
throughout and, in addition to "all the news'' tersely told, 
every issue contains more or less entertaining matter of a 
literary and general character of common interest in the 
family circle. A daily installment of an oril,'.inal serial story 
of high grade is a regular feature. 

The circulation of THE RECORD averag-es over 190,000 
, C 

copies a day and is the largest-- very much the largest-
morning circulation in Chicago. 

THE RECORD is sold by newsdealers everywhere and 
is delivered by carriers anywhere in Chicago. Order of 
newsdealers or by postal card to the office of publication, 
181 E. Madison-st., Chicago. 



Nothing in This World 
Is so cheap as a newspaper, whether it be 
measured by the cost of its production or by its 
value to the consumer. We are talking about an 
American, metropolitan, daily paper of the first 
class like THE CHICAGO RECORD. It's so cheap 
and so good you can't ajf ord in this day of 
progress to be without it. There are other papers 
possibly as good, but none better, and none just 
like it. It prints all the real news of the 
world-the news you care for - every day, and 
prints it in the shortest possible space. You can 
read THE CHICAGO RECORD and do a day's 
work too. It is an independent paper and gives 
all political news free from the taint of party 
bias. In a word-it's a complete, condensed, 
clean, honest family newspaper, and it has the 
largest morning circulation in Chicago or the 
west-190,000 to 200,000 a day. 

Prof. J. T. Hatfield of the Northwestern 
University says: "TllE Cll/CAOO RECORD 
comes as near being the ideal daily jour= 
nal as we are for some time likely to find 
on these mortal shores." 

Sold by newsdealers everywhere, and sub
scriptions received by all postmasters. Address 
THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st. 
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