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PREFACE. 

THE journal of a traveller, when judiciously 
compiled, presents a living p'icture of the state of 
the- country through which he · passes ; while 
the interest that is excited by the narrative grati;.. 
fies the fancy, and combines to -render ·this at once 

an entertaining and instructive species of reading. 
Hence we find that books of travels have of late 
multiplied to a great extent, and are always in 
demand with the public. The field is inexhausti~ 

_ ble, and must continue so while society is in a pro
gressive state. 

No country presents a more ample field for in~ 
quiry than the United States of America, and it is 
equally important whether we view it in regard to 
the inhabitants of America or of Britain., -The 
former find themselves in possession of an im
mense territory, a great part of which is still unoc .. 
eupied, or very thinly inhabited, so that there :is 

room for the industry of thousands of generatio;1s1 
yet unborn. ; and, as if by the special order of 
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Providence, mankind are invited into the most 
distaht regions of the country, by the advantages 
of soil and climate, no where exc~eded in the 
world. , Sprung from the only country, which, at 
the period of the settlement of America, possessed 
any thing like rational freedom, the principles of 
the popular branch of the British constitution came 
into practical operation unalloyed by the feudal 
system. These principles have since been matur
ed into the full developement of the representa
tive system, and are now consolidated and con .. 
firmed in the habits and manners of the people ; 
conferring a degree of freedom to mankind un
known in Europe, and securing to industry the re
ward of its merit-peace and-.plenty. Hence the 
progress of population-of agriculture-of manu
factures-. -of the arts and sciences-and of civili
zation have been rapid beyond all former example. 
The contemplation of the subject is animating to 
the mind; it inspires confidence in the future 
destinies of the world; and calls forth sentiments 
of gratitude to the supreme Disposer of. all eventsG 

The inhabitants of Britain behold in America a 
people sprung mostly from the same ancestors 
with themselves; they speak the same language; 
they have the same manners and habits; and they 
are in a considerable degree governed by the same 
laws. Their surplus commodities, and their de-



PREFACE. -

mand for British manufactures, have for, a long 
period induced an exchange highly favourable to 
Britain. From these circumstances, a native of 
Britain finds himself at home in America, and thou- . 
sands of industrious families, who have met with 
an hospitable reception, and a happy asylum in 
the land, can bear ample testimony to the value of 
it. The two nations are indeed formed to be. 
mutually beneficial to each other; and though 

Providence, for wise reasons no doubt, has allow
ed the connection to be cut for the present, yet it is 
to be hoped it will be again revived to .mutual adE , 
vantage, for there is one link in the chain-the 
identity of 'language-which never can be dis., 
solved. 

To the inhabitants of other countries America 
is also important, as it holds out the right hand of 
fellowship to all nations, unincumbered by en
tangling alliances with any ; and though many, 
who visit the country for commerce or permaq.ent 
settlement, will necessarily, for a time, -labour 
under some disadvantages, arising from a different 
language, and other local circumstances, yet they 
will find an hospitable reception, and an enjoy
ment of perfect freedom and security. 

When, in consequence of having formed a com~ 

mercial connection in the United States, in the 

year 1806, it became necessary for me to visit that 



'vi J'REFACE. · 

country, I had no intention of publishing my 
travels, nor did I think that my observations 
would have been sufficiently extensive -or interest
ing to be laid before the public. But many cir
cumstances have concurred to render them more 
important than I had originally imagined; and· -a 
second journey to the country led to an investiga
tion, the result of which I now consider worthy 'of 
publication. The following brief review will il
lustrate my motives and design, and it is with 

· much deference submitted to a candid public. 
~ In the year 1798 I made a voyage to the West 

Indies*, during which I laid the foundation of ~ 
series of studies on geography, astronomy, natural 
philosophy, and chemistry, connect~d with navi
gation, . and the theory of winds, tides, and cur
rents, in the Atlantic Ocean. My voyage to 
America afforded an ample opportunity for resum
ing these studies, which I did not fail to take ad
vantage of, and I accordingly kept a journal. 
After landing in America I continued my journal; 
and circumstances having occurred which render
ed it necessary to make a more extended tour, and 
to reside longer in the country than I originally 
intended, I used every diligence in my power in 

* I have delineated the tracks of this voyage on the ch~rt of the 
Atlantic Ocean, in order to show the course of vessels geBerally 
between the vVest Indies a,nd Britain. 



PREFACE., vu 

~a~ing observations, and committing them to writ
ing. My tour was rapid, but my mode of pro
curing information was such as, I trust" will render 
even that part of my journal not u~interesting, 
Pl:l:Ttict!larly to those engaged in commerce. 

:Previous to leaving Britain, I had perused all 
the "Travels in America" to which I had access ; 
l?u.t th~ plan of none of them pleased me, and I 
found many of them to contain such ~ffusions of 
~gnorcinc~ .and spleen, that I came to the resolu
ti~n ~9 di§,ca;rd the whole, and to take for the 
~c1si~ of. my i~forinati?n Arrowsmith's map, and 
Mor&e'_s G.a~etteer of the United · states. With 
thei:;e I:·cl.rrived in the country, and they were my 
~PJl~tant _companions in my travels through it. 
When I ,arrived in a new state, I examined it in 
the m,ap and gazetteer; and the information deriv
ecl_frpm theni I confirmed or. corxec~ed by personal 
observation, and .. information from those to. whom 
I had access. l observed the like course with re
gard to every district, town, village, lake, or river, 
which- I.passed or saw; and having committed the 
result to paper, in the shortest manner possible, I 
compiled . my journal from these notes at my 
leisure .. '.In this manner I travelled through part 
of Georgia, South Carolina, . New York, ,Rhode 

_ Island, Massachussetts, Connecticut, New Jersey; 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, District of 
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Columbia, Virginia and North Carolina ; so that 
I had occasion to see and make observations on all 

the Atlantic states, including the principal cities, 

rivers, bays, &c. on the eastern coast. 
Next year I returned to Britain, where I follow« 

ed up my plan of making memorandums, princi
pally by noticing the nature of the American trade, 
and the, manufactures in Britain calculated for 

America. 
The commercial pursuits in which I had been 

engaged -having been interrupted, I returned to 
America in the year 1809, in order to .re-organize 
the business, or to wind it up; and, having oc
casion to travel extensively through the interior of 
Georgia, I extended my remarks, and found an 
opinion forced upon me, that should the restrictions 
on commerce be of long duration, America would 
become a manufacturing country, and consequent
ly would be in a great measure independent of 
Europe. That opinion received strength and con
firmation during a residence in New York in 1810, 

where I was fruitlessly employed in looking out 
for mercantile employment. 

In the early part of the year 1811, having 
observed a regency in Britain without a change of 
councils, or the removal of the restrictions on 

commerce, I considered that the commercial rela

tions between America and Britain would not be 
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speedily resumed, and considered it necessary to 
look out for other employment. · In search of this 
I came to the resolution of making a tour into the 
interior of the country, and being assisted by some 
kind friends, I was enabled to procure such a stock 
of valuable information, that I now thought it 
would be of importance to collect materials with a 
view to the publication of ·my whole travels, and 
to conduct my inquiries, in my proposed tour, ac
cordingly. 

This tour was performed to my entire satisfac
tion, and the result of my inquiries appeared so 
important that the publication was determined on, 
provided the plan met public approbation. With 
a view of ascertaining that point, a prospectus was 
issuec;l, and ~ subscription list promoted, the result 
of which has exceeded my most sanguine expecta
tions ; for though I was able to take the sense of · 
but a small portion of the community compara
tively, I obtained a very large and most respecta
ble list of subscribers. 

Encouraged by this honourable patronage, I 
have endeavoured to improve upon my original 
plan, and have added a great variety of matter not 
contemplated in the outlines, that the work might 
embody a complete geography of the United States. 
This is the first attempt that has come m1.der my 
observation to incorporate a geographical descrip .. 

VOL, J. b 
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tion of a country in a journal of travels, and I hope 

it will not be ,vithout its use to the public. That 

it might be as complete as possible, I have noticed 

even those states and territories that! did not 

travel through, selecting those parts of the narra

tive for their introduction that I thought would be 

most appropriate. In the description of the -eastern 

states the population is given by the census of 

1soo, because that of 1810 was not taken when I 

travelled through them ; but the statistical table and 

census of the United States introduced into the 

work, present a view of the population to the 

latter period, and I have occasionally added notes 

at some of the cities. The original desigi1 con

templated a pretty large appendix to the second 

volume ; but, in consequence of the plan adopted, a 

considerable part of the matter appropriated to it 

has been incorporated into different parts of the 

work, and the remainder has been mostly introdu

ced into the 'chapter entitled "United States." 

As I have always copsidered books of travels 

to be very defective when unaccompanied by maps, 

I have spared no labour, nor expence, to have a 

good set of maps to illustrate this work. They 

have been drawn ,vith great care from the best 

materials to which I could get access, aided by 

much local information; and the engraving has 

been executed by the first artists in Philadelphia. 
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";..the maps are· eight in number, and at ~he rate at 

which similar engravings are usually sold, they are 

worth more than two-thirds of the price to subscri.

bers for the whole work. At the close of the second 

volume I have added an alphabetical index, which 

will serve in some respects the place of a gazet

teer. 
In short, .... no pains nor expence has been spared 

to render the work worthy of public patronage ; 
and, with a view of making it acceptable,": to the 
whole public, I have avoided all notice of local 
politics, except sometimes a mere casual observa
tion, not calculated to reflect on any party. On 
the relations between this country and Britain I 
have been compelled to be more pointed. The 

late conduct of those who administer the affairs of 
England has not been of a nature merely specula
tive. It has involved a moral principle, and af
fected the best interests of the human race. The 
eonduct adopted towards the United States in .. -
iluenced my own proceedings in a very considera~ 
ble degree. In conducting my narrative, it was 

absolutely necessary to notice it; and I have done 

so agreeably to what I consider the rules of truth. 

Many of my readers may differ with me in opinion 
on this subject: to such I have merely to remark, 

that I have hazarded no opinion lightly, nor with

out due examination. My information has been 
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drawn .frnm the most correct sources, both in 

Britain and America. I have never been connect-

, ed with any political party, and I am conscious of 

being free from any 'bias, hut a sacred regard for 
truth and justice. Sti11, however, errors may have 
escaped me : I am open to conviction ; and if they 

are pointed out, it will give me sincere pleasure t0 

.correct them. 
To my numerous and very respectable subscri

bers, and those gentlemen who favoured me with 

, information, I beg leave to return my most sincere 
thanks for their encouragement and -assistance; 

and my thanks are due to the American .public 

generally, for the kind attention with which.I hav:e 

been treated during my e:xtensive travels through 
the country. 

On the other hand, I trust this work will be 

found not altogether unworthy of public attention. 
Independent of the casual inforrnation collected 

while I was engaged in other pursuits, it has bee11 

the result of incessant labour,. of both body a1i.d 
mind, for nearly two years, in which I :have had 
:every aid tha{ books, maps, charts, and verbal in~ 
formation could give me. If it is found-defective, 

I have no plea but want ofcapacity ; · I 'have done 

my best. As the facts have been collected with 

-great care, so they have been communicated with 

:a strict adherence tp truth, and with a view of pro-
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moting the best interests of mankind, by a sincere 
friend, who has no motive for deceiving them. 
With these observations I consign the work to the 
tribunal of the public, and I shall bow with sub~ 
mission to their decree. 

JOHN MELISH. 

Philade(phia, October 12, 1812. 
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INTRODUCl~lONJ 

l SHALL commence my introductory remarks by a 
short ·description of the City of Glasgmv. 

GL As cow is situated on the north side of the river 
Clyde, at the head of the tide water. It is 400 miles from 
London~ 42 fron1 Edinburgh, and 22 from Grenock, which 
may be considered as its port. It is the second city in 
Scotland, and contained, by the enumeration of 1801, 
77,385 inhabitants. The city is regularly built, and the 
kouses, being all of free-stone, have a very elegant ap~ 
pearance. The public buildings are numerous, and many 
of them splendid; among which may be reckoned the Ca~ 
thedral, the Infirmary, and theCollege buildings; which last, 
though old and antiquated, are spacious, and the institution 
is esteemed one of the finest seminaries of education in Bri
tain. The maimfactures of Glasgow have arisen to great exw 
tent and 1)erfection, particularly those of cotton. The p1:fa .. 
cipal articles of manufacture calculated for the United States 
are, fancy muslins (a sort· of staple commodity), printed 
callicos, ginghams, shirtings, hosiery; threads, tapes, ear~ 
then and glass ware, iron ware; &c. Glasgow is also a 
market for disposing of the manufactures of the other parts 
of Scotland, particularly of Dundee, Perth, and Fifeshire, 
such as sail cloth, cotton bagging, oznaburgs, cotton and 
ljnen checks, and ticks----of Dunfermline, table cloths; 

VOL. I. A 



INTRODUCTION. 

sheetings, and towelings-of Stirling and Kilmarnock,, 
carpeting, gloves, &c. The returns from America con"' 
sist principally of cotton, of which Glasgow manufactures 
above 10,000 bales annually. 

Having served an ample apprenticeship to business in 
one of the principal manufacturing houses in Glasgow, I 
1~solved, in the beginning of the year 1806, to commence 
business on my own account. I had long studied the 
trade to the United States of America, and was well 
aware of i~s importance to both countries ; but the . con
stant jealousies which had existed between them, during 
Mr. Pitt's administration, induced me to decline embark
ing in it. Towards the close of the year 1805, a change 
of councils took place in Britain, and at the head of the 
new ministry was . that great and enlightened statesm,an, 
Charles James Fox. From the known sentiments .of-·Mr. 
Fox, for justice and moderation, I calculated that every 
thing would . be amicably . arranged between the. two go
vernments, for I never had any doubt as .to the just and 
pacific policy of the United States. I trusted in a lasting 
friendship between the two countries, and on a great and 
increasing commerce; and I accordingly embarked in it 
with all the ardour of commercial enterprize ; selecting 
for my bra11ch the trade to Savannah, in Georgia, in vduch 
it appeared there was a good opening, and·T was particu
larly well acquainted with the commodity to be returned, 
cotton. 

Having completed my purchases, and established my 
·connections, I resolved to go to America in person, to 
establish the business there, and made preparations for the 
voyage accordingly; and the following remarks, grounded 
l.1pon an essay of the late celebrated Dr. Franklin, and the 
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result of a good deal of experience, may be useful to 
others. I have summed them up under the title of 

Advice to those about to undertake a Sea Voyagee 

When you intend to take a long voyage, endeavour to 
have your whole business transacted, so as you may have 
a few days to spend with your friends, and to attend to 
the little necessaries that may be requisite on the voyage, 
previous to your departure. 

It is not ahvays in a person's power to choose a captain, 
although a good deal of the comfort of the passage de"'. 
pends upon this choice. The chief requis1tes are, that. he 
be a good seaman ; attentive, careful, and active in the 
management of his vessel ; and of these circumstances, 
and indeed all others. relative to the passage, you must sa
tisfy yourself before setting out, for there is no use in 

making complaints at sea. It is still more difficult to 
make choice of sociable fellmv-passengers. A ship is like 
a stage-coach, it must accommodate all comers ; and one 
surly fellow may ·molest a whole ship's company. But a 

person, by having resources of his mvn, may make him~ 

self, in a great measure, independent of other people, and 
it will be well, before going on board, to take measures to 
accomplish that desirable object. For this purpose, a 
small library of books will be found very entertaining, and 
if you have aey turn for the study of matheI?atics ~ncl 
drawing, you will have a good opportunity to pn~ctise on 
board; a.nd a case of mathematical instruments, and a box 
of paints will be necessary. 

'T'he greater part of the carrying trade between Brittin 

and America is performed in American vessels, and a cabi~i 
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passage in one of these vessels is generally very agreeable. 
The expence, inclucling every thing, is from 30 to 40 
guineas. There are various modes of laying in provisions. 
One is fqr the captain to provide every thing; another is 
to provide every thing, except liquors; and a third is for 
the passengers to furnish every thing, at their joint ex
pence. If the captain be a judicious man, there will ge
nerally be a good supply, in either case. But it may not 
.be amiss, for those who can afford it, to have a private 
assortment of good tea and cordials; should they not have 
occasion to use them themselves, they may have an op-. 
portunity of serving !some poor steerage passenger. 

There is generally a medicine chest on board, but it is 
sometimes not in very good order; and it will be advisa
ble to have a few simple medicines of your own, such as 
rhubarb, cream of tartar, and Peruvian bark ; and a few 
dozens of soda vvater ,vill be found a very agreeable be~
verager 

When a family undertake a sea voyage, they have ge
nerally their own servant ; and if they are numerous, they 
will find it most comfortable and most economical to en
gage a state-room, and lay in their own stores. For the 
information of such, I shall here subjoin a list of the most 
essential articles. 

They are entitled to the ship's provisions: biscuit, salt 
beef, pork, peas, &c.-.. In addition, they will require meal, 
barley, flour, potatoes, pigs, ducks, fowls, porter, ,vine, 
and spirits~ Beef, mutton, and loaf bread will keep fresh 
eight or ten days at sea, and it should be always laid in, 
as it proves not onl r a coi1siderc1ble saving to the fresh 
stock, but is genert'.lr more grateful to the stomach at 
that period than any other food~ 
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The expenoe of a steerage passage is about twelve gui~ 
neas, and the passengers are entitled to the whole ship's 
provisions before enumerated ; but to m~ke themselves 
comfortable, it will be proper to add a little stock of tea, 
sugar, liquors, barley, and oat meal. It is generally ne. 
cessary, both in the cabin and steerage, for the p~ssengers 
to furnish their own bedding. I may take occasion here 
to remark, that this practice is an improper one. Vessels 
which are calculated to carry passengers, should be pro
vided with bedding, particularly in the cabin births. They 
are furnished at no great expence, and one set would serve 
many passages, so that the expence, during one 'passage, 
would be trifling ; whereas, by the present practice, each 
passenger is subjected to a considerable expence, besides 
the trouble of· purchasing his bedding, and of selling it 
again at the close of the passage. 

A few general remarks·, to be attended to while at sea, 
shall conclude this article. 

A short time after setting sail, the passengers generally 
get sea sick. This complaint, though lightly esteemed, 
because not dangerous, is often very severe while it lasts, 
and, if treated improperly, it may cause a relaxation of the 
stomach, that will be very troublesome. vVhile the sick
ness continues, people have an aversion to all kinds of 
food and drink. Many abstain from both, three or four 
days. This is a bad plan. The stomach should never 
be allowed to get entirely empty. A little chicken broth 
or· water gruel should be freely used ; and people should 
go upon deck as soon as possible. Breathing the foul air 

of the cabin or steerage promotes the disease; whereas 
exercise and free air on deck relieve it. A little soda wa

ter will at this time be very exhilarating ; and as soon as 
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the stomach is so far cleansed as to keep free from retch~ 

ing, a little Peruvian bark will be very beneficial as a 

restorative. Care should be taken to guard against cos

tiveness, a very troublesome complaint at sea. Attention 

to diet and exercise will oftep prevent it; but where that 

fuils, a little laxative medicine, such as rhubarb, cream of 

tartar, or castor oil, should be resorted to. 
When the weather is good, people should rise early. 

The air of the cabin · is not only affected by the respira

tion of the passengers, but is often contaminated by the 

bilge water; while the sea air on deck is always pure and 
healthy. The breakfast hour at sea is 8 o'clock, dinner 

1, and supper 6 or 7. It is a general rule amongst the 
passengers, to have themselves washed and dressed before 

sitting down to breakfast. Betwixt breakfast and dinner, 

the time may be profitably employed in walking, reading, 

drawing, &c. ; and such as. have a taste for navigation 

will have a good opportunity for practical improvement, 
as they can have access to the log-book; and the captain 

and mates are generally very obliging, in lending their na
vigation books and instruments to those who wish them. 

Temperance at table is necessary every where, and es

pecially at sea, where the exercise is necessarily limited. 

\'Vhere wine is used, three or four glasses will generally 

be found more beneficial than a larger quantity ; and peo
ple ought, on no account, to indulge themselves at the 

table a whole afternoon, though it is frequently done. It 

is much better to take exercise in the open _air on deck. 

In the evening, the company frequently amuse them

selves at cards, backgannnon, &c. ; these, when resorted 

to for amusement only, are rational and innocent enough; 

but when the play is for money, they ought to be avoided.' 
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I may add, that, generally speaking, people's happiness 
is very much in their own power. A suavity of manners, 
and an obligingly civil deportment, is calculated to secure 
the esteem of mankind ; and when things are not ex41ctly 
as we would wish them to be, ·it will add to our own 
comfort to take them as we find them. 
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TRAVELS 
IN 

THE UNITED STATES, &c. 

CHAPTER I. 

Glasgow?-· Greenock,-Savannah. 

HAVING shipped my goods on board the ship War .. 
rington, captain Hinkley, bound from Greenock to Sa .. 
vannah, I set out from Glasgow for Greenock by the stage 
coach, on Saturday, the 8th of March, 1806. There are 
two roads from Glagow to Greenock, the one direct; by 
Renfrew, the other by Paisley. The stage tpok the latter 
route, which lies through a level, well-cultivated country,, 
and pretty fertile, to Paisley. 

Paisley is 7 miles distant from Glagow, and is a11 irre
gularly built town, the streets mostly narrow, and liot very 
clean. It contains upwards of 30,000 inhabitants ; and 
the principal manufactures are fancy muslins and threads, 
with silks and gauzes. The people are very industrious, 
and there is more elegance and taste displayed in the fancy 
goods of that town than in any other that I have seeho 
From Paisley towards Greenock, the country continues. 
level for two miles, and then the road rises for about five 
miles, with a gradual ascent, to Bishoptown, where there 
is· a very fine view. To the west is a full view of the 
river Clyde, which expands to the breadth of seven miles) 
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having Greenock and Port Glasgow on its left , bank, and 
its borders studded with elegant villas, surrounded by 
well cultivated fields. and plantations. To the north is 
Dunbarton, an irregularly built little tovvn, at the mouth 
of the river Leven, and having considerable manufactures 
of glass. Neq.l· this stands Dunbarton castle, well known 
in ancient story, on a singularly insulated rock, the evi
dent effect of some great eruption of the earth. To the 
north is the beautiful river Leven, celebrated in ver~e by 
Smollett, who was born on its pleasant banks, two miles 
above Dunbarton. The banks of the river are elegantly 
adorned with villas and c11ltivated fields, and there is more 
machinery upon it thaIT any river in the west of Scotland, 
This; little river is the outlet of Loch Lomond, a lake 
singularly beautiful 'and romantic, on the east side of. 
which stands Ben Lomond, one of the highest·· mountains 
in Scotland ; and the view is terminated to the north and 
west by mountains innumerable, the tops of ·which are ge
nerally lost in the clouds.,· 

From the sumn1it of the eminence whe1:.e this view is-
seen, the road proceeds by a winding descent to the banks 
of the river, and keeps close along shore for five_miles to 
Port Glasgow,· a small town containing about 3000 people. 
It was intended to be a port to Glasgow, as its name im
plies, and has a little shipping trade.; but it is altogether 
eclipsed by Greenock, ,vhlch possesses superior advanta~ 
ges as · a port. Three miles ~eyoncl this is Greenock, 
and 011 ·reaching it, I found that the vessel\vould not sail 
for several days. 

GREEN o c K is an irregularly built tnwn, containing 
about 18,000 inhabitants, and enjoys a very large portion 

of the commerce of the ·west of Scotland, which employs 
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an extensive mercantile capital. Besides the coasting and 
Irish trade, of which it has a large share, it employs nu
'merous shipping to Canada, to the vV est Indies, and to 
the continent of Europe; and it. is the seat of nearly the 
whole of the American trade ,~ith Scotland. There are 
three or four vessels in the New York, and as many in the 
Charleston trade ; besides occasional vessels for Boston, 
Savannah, Norfolk, &c. This trade is wholly carried on 
in American vessels; and they generally perform· two 
voyages in the year. The country round Greenock has a 
singular and even romantic appearance. The Clyde is 
here seven. miles broad ; . but a few miles below, it makes 
a sudden bend to the southward, and· contracts to the 
breadth of two miles. On the opposite side is Hellens~, 
burg, and two miles below, on this side, is Gourock, 
which are celebrated watering-places, and much frequented 
by the citizens of Glasgow in the summer season; and on 
the west is situated Roseneath, a seat of the duke of Ar~ 
gyle. It was lately burnt down, but is now rebuilt in an 
elegant style, and commands a fine view of the Firth and 
its shipping. The whole country round rises into high 
lands, _ and the view is terminated to the north and west 
by lofty mountains. 

From this configuration bf.the country, connected with 
the winds which blow across the Atlantic Ocean, we may 
accoui1t for the frequent rains with which this place, and 
indeed the greater part of the west coast of Scotland, is 
in~ndated. The wind blows from the south~ west for eight 
or nine months iii the year, and is particularly prevalent in 
the winter season. In its course from the warm latitudes, 
over the vast expanse of ,vater in the Atlantic Ocean, it 
is highly impregnated lvith vapour ; and, arriving on the 
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high lands on the west of Scotland, it is suddenly con
densed, and falls down in torrents of rain. From these 
circumstances, the winters are mild and rainy. There is 
comparatively littl~ snow, and it never lies long ; but it 
has been frequently observed to rain for forty-two day,s 
successively. I cannot better illustrate this, than by re
lating an anecdote of an English traveller, and a waiter at 
one of the public inns. The traveller had arrived there 
for the first time. On the morrow, he intended to trans
act his business, but was prevented by the rain ; and so 
. successively, for four or five days. At last, accosting the 
waiter, " vVhat, my lad," says he, " does it always rain 
here?" ·" 0 na," says the waiter, "it sometimes snaws.''-

No material occurrence happened during my stay in 
Greenock, and I went on board the Warrington, on vV ed
nesclay, the 12th of March. A Mr. Ballard, of Boston, 
was my fellow-passcnge1--in the cabin; and a Mr. :Miller 
and a 1\fr. M'Kenzie were passengers in the steerage. 

We set sail at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, accompanied 
by the Factor, Caldwell, of New York; but the wind was 
light, and we made little progress. Both these vessels 
were very fast sailers, and had excited considerable interest 
vvhich would sail best. Among others, I had a small bet 
depending on the success of our vessel. By dint of tow
ing, we had got a little ahead of the Factor, and ,vere 
brought to and boarded by the crew of the tender, which 
was at the Tail of the Bank, who made a search for British 
seamen, and conducted themselves with all the insolence 
of arbitrary power ; · but all was found correct, and we 
were suffered to depart. 

In the mean time, a small breeze having sprung up~ 
the Factor, feeling it first, came up with us very fast, took 
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the wind out of our sails, and fairly passed us, to the 
great joy of the one ship's company, and the mortification 
of the other. We felt the breeze. in our turn, and kept 
right astern of the Factor fifteen miles, .to the Cumbraes, 
where she hove to, to discharge the pilot, and we passed 
her ; and she again passed us, while ,ve were discharging 
ours. 

Five miles below Greenock is the Clough light-house, 
where the river contracts, and makes the sudden bend to 
the south before noticed; a little beyond which it spreads 
out into a spacious firth, and em bosoms several islands, 
the chief of which are Arran, Bute, and the Cumbraes. 
It is bounded with high lands on both sides, and the islands 
ate generally rugged and lofty. Arran, in particular, ris~s 
into very high mountains. The channel is very safe, and 
is navigable, at all seasons, for vessels of any burden.

1 

It was dark when we discharged the pilot, and I retired 
to rest. When I rose in the morning, I found we had 
passed the island of Arran, and were abreast of that singu
larly insulated rock, in the middle of the channel, cele. 
brated in song by the favourite Scottish bard, Burns-

"Meg was deaf as Ailsa Craig." 

Here we had a very extensive view of the Scottish and 
Irish coasts. The Factor was a few miles ahead. 

The wind continued light and variable, so that we did 
not get out of the channel until the afternoon, when W!t! 

passed the Mull of Cantyre, soon after which we passed 
Stora Island; and on the morning of the 14th, we found 
ourselves fa the Atlantic Ocean, and had a most extensive 
view of the north-west coast of Ireland, and the Western 
Islands of Scotland. In the afternoon, we were abreast of 
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Tory Island, from whence_ we took our departure, and, 
bestowing my benediction on the British islands, I com. 
mitted myself to the waters of the Atlantic, hoping for a 
speedy and pleasant passage, and a safe arrival on Colum
bia's shore. 

The wind continued very variable, accompanied with 
cold, stormy weather, with rain, hail, and snow, occasion. 
ally, until the 16th, when it got more settled. During all 
this time, we had kept sight of the Factor, but she was 
generally ahead. ,v e now took a fair, strong breeze from 
the eastward, at the commencement of which the Factor 
was ahead fully twelve miles, and the ships had now a 
good opportunity for trying their full speed. We soon 
found that we gained upon the Factor very fast, and finally 
passed her on the morning of the 17th, 1to the great mor
tification of her captain, who tried her on all tacks, but 
without success ; and · he finally shaped his course more 
to the northward, and we lost sight of the vessel during 
the day. 

This breeze continued, wafting us along at the rate of 
:nine or ten miles an hour, until the afternoon of the- 20th, 
when ,;ve were to- the westward of the W estem Islands, 
and congratulating ourselves on the prospect of a speedy 
passage.-But, lo! a sudden reverse took place. The 
wind, which was blmving from the south-east, increased 
into a most furious gale, and the ship was brought from 
top-gallant and studding sails, to foresail and close-reefed 
main top-saiL The gale increased, the ship laboured hard, 
and shipped a great many heavy seas; but at 1 o'clock, 
on the morning of the 21st, it lulled into a perfect calm, 
It was now that 'i\"e felt the most disagreeable eflects of 
:the gale ; for the sea had risen mountains high, ai~.d the 
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:ship, having no sail to steady her, partook of the motion 
of every wave, and rolled so sharp, that she threatened to 

toss her masts overboard. This state of things was, how
ever, of short duration. At 2 o'clock, the wind shifted to 
the north-west, blowing most furiously,, till about sunrise; 
when it became a little more moderate, and we made sail; 
although the cross tumbling sea, occasioned by the con
trary gales,. made our sailing intolerably uneasy. 

We had now a series of head winds, and disagreeable 
weather, which will be best described by giving an extract 

from 'my sea journal. 
March 22. First part, strong gales and clear weather. 

:Middle and latter part, strong gales, with rain and hail, a 
very heavy sea, and the ship labouring hard. 

23. Strong gales and thick weather all these twenty-four 
.. hours, a very heavy sea, and the ship labm1ring hard. At 
9 o'clock in the evening, the ship was struck with a very 
heavy sea, ·which carried away the bulwarks, and split the 
starboard plank sheer nearly the whole length of the main 
deck, ,vashed the cambouse-house out of its place, and 
nearly carried the cabin~ boy overboard. At. 12 o'clock at 
night, shipped another very heavy sea. 

24,. Commences with strong gales and a heavy sea .. 

Middle part more moderate, but a heavy sea, and the:; ship 
labouring hard. Latter part nioderate, and all hands em .. 
ployed in repairing the damages of the gale. 

25. First part, fresh breezes and clear. Middle, tre~
mendous squalls. Latter part, light airs, inclining to a 
calm. 

26. First part, light winds. Middle and latter part,. 
fresh breezes, and cloudy. 
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27. First part, fresh breezes, and thick hazy weather. 
Middle part, the breeze increased to a most tremendous 
gale, and at 11 o'clock at night,. the ship was struck with 
such a sea, as made her quiver to her centre. My fellowe 
passenger was thrown out of his birth with the violence of 
the shock, and the cabin was 'nearly filled with water. 
There was no making sail in this weather, and the ship 
was hove to. Latter part, very strong gales, with furious 
squalls, a very heavy sea running, and the ship leaking 
much in her upper works. 

This, and those of the 21st and 23d, were the only se
vere gales we encountered, but we had a series of head 
winds, gales, and squalls, with occasional showers of rain, 
hail, and snow, till the 22d of April, when I find the fol
fo\i\ring remarks in my Journal: '' Being now out forty-one 
days, and little more . than two-thirds of the passage,. the 
wind right against us, and no appearance of shifting, we 
apprehend a long passage, and the ship's company are put 
6n short allowance of water. I am much afraid our goods 
will be too late for the Savannah market.'' 

The head winds continued, but we had more moderate 
weather, though occasional gales, till the 26th, when we 
spoke a sloop out two days from Bermuda. Being now 
near these little islands, I may step out of my course to 
describe them, though I did not see them. 

They are four in number, and were discovered by John 
Bermudas, a Spaniard, in 1527; but the Spaniards ne
glecting them, they were again discovered by Sir George 
Sommers, who was shipwrecked on them in 1609. Of 
these islands, the chief is St. George, having a capital of 
the same name, consisting of about 500 houses, built of 
soft free-:stoneQ St. George contains about 3000 inhabi--
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·tants,'-and the whole islands perhaps about 9000, of whom 
nearly two-thirds are slaves. The people are chiefly occue 
pied in building small craft, with which they trade to Ca~ 
uada and the' vV est __ Indies ; and they are said to be very 
expert at the business of privateering. The civil gove~
ment is vested in a governor, council, and general assem
bly. The religion is that of the church of England, and 
a native of Perth, in Scotland, is minister. 

The head winds still continued, but the weather was 
moderate ; and after crossing the gulph stream, we made 
the land on the 7th of May, supposed to be cape Look
out, on the coast of N~rth Carolina. But the head winds 
still continued, and we were ( to use a sea phrase) jammed 
in betwixt the gulph stream and the coast, so that we could 
make no progress whatever till the 10th, when, to our great 
joy, we got a fair wind, which wafted us briskly along, and 
we made Tybee Light-house early on the morning of the 
12th of May, after a turbulent, disagreeable passage of 61 
days. 

The breeze continuing favourable, we soon approached 
the bar, where, having got a pilot, we waited half an hour 
for the tide, and then made sail up Savannah river; which, 
I found a perfect contrast to the Clyde, the banks being 
low and muddy, and the country round a perfect level._ 
In our passage up we saw a good many fishes ai~d alliga
tors ; · which last are frightful-looking animals, but they are 
by no means so dangerous as generally represented. At 
2 o'clock we passed a bend in the river called Four Mile. 
Point, and at 3 came to a11chor at Five Fathom Hole; 
where having dined on board, for the last time, we set out 
in the small boat for Savannah, which we (eached. at 5 

o'clock. 
VOL. H 
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·CHAPTER II. 

General Remarks. 

THE most material circums,tance~ which happened on 
board, are recorded in the foregoing chapter; but the pas
sage may admit of the following general remarks. 

The \Varrington was a good stout vessel, of 318 tons_ 
burden, remarkably handsome and well found, and a very 

· fast sailer : but her cargo was light, and all at the bottom, 
so that she was not well trimmed for sea ; and her motion 
,vas sharp, ancl intolerably uneasy. 

Captain Hinkley, the commander, was bred a sailor on 
board of this same vessel, and raised himself by his mvn 
merit to the rank he now holds. His scientific knowledge 
did not seem to be great, but he was an excellent seaman, 
and very ~areful in the management of the vessel. 

He was provided with an excellent mate, in Mr. Ar
ilold; who to a thorough knowledge as a seaimm, joined a 
correct knowledge of the theory and practice of navigation, 

· and sciences connected lvith it; he was moreover a very 
agreeable, intelligent man, and I received much information 
from his remarks. 

Mr. Ballard, my fellow passenger, was an intelligent, 
· good-natured young man. \Vith the steerage passengers 
'I had of course less connection, but they were agreeable; 
and the sailors behaved themselves with propriety during. 
the passage. 
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The motion of the vessel was too great. to permit us to 
amuse ourselves -at any game; and I · devoted my time 
pretty closely to the study of navigation, geography, astro
nomy, and chart drawing; 1n ·which I flattered myself that 
I made tolerable proficiency. The study of chemistry 
took up part of my time, and so also did general literature 
and music. To the principles of merchandize in ·general, 
and the trade between Glasgow and Savannah in particular, 
I paid much attention, and drew up an essay on the ship
ping trade between the two places, and the best method of 
prosecuting it; but circumstances have since occurred 
which render it of little importance to the general reader, 
and I omit it, and substitute in its 'place the following re
flections 011 the prevailing winds and currents, ·with otr1er 
phenomena, in the Atlantic ; and an i11quiry as 'to the best 
courses across that ocean at different seasons of the year. 

J. OF THE WINDS ON THE ATLANTIC. 

The trade wind prevails between the tropics, that is, from 
23}0 S. to 23{0 N. latitude, being 47 degrees in breadth; 
and is a constant motion of the air from east to west, 
having a little variation near the extremes, that is, towards 
the southern tropic it inclines to the south-east, and to
wards th~ northern tropic it inclines· to the north-east. 
The cause of this current of air is supposed to be the ac
tion of the sun, which is always vertical at one point or 
another between the tropics; combined with the diurnal 
motion of the earth, which has a greater velocity here thari 
at any other point. The action of a vertical sun rarefies 
and expands the air, in consequence of which it rises; and 
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the motiop of the earth sweeping from under it ·at the rate 
of more thart 1000 miles an hour to the eastward, cause& 
a constant current of air to the westward. The velocity of 
this current is various; but when I sailed in it, in my 
voyage to the West Indies, it was very strong, and regu
lar, carrying a heavy sailing vessel at the rate of 8 mile& 
an hour, and it never shifted a point from due east. 

A little attention to the nature of this wind may be use
ful,· as it illustrates the theory of the variable winds, and 
bears with considerable force upon the theory of the cli
mate of the United States. 

From the tropic of Cancer, in 23}0
, to about 28° north 

latitude, the winµ generally blows from the north"'.east, and 
is a branc~ of the trade wind, partakIDg of its nature. 
Between the latituder:, of 28° and 32° north, the winds are 
very irregular ; and. that being the region between the trade 
and variable winds, it is subject to frequent calms. Be
tween the latitudes of 28° and 50° north, westerly winds are 
by far the most prevalent, particularly in the ·winter and 
spring, during which they frequently rise to furious gales 
and squalls. Beyond 50° north, I had not occasion to re~ 
mark, but I believe they are lllost prevale~t from the north1 
·west. 

II. OF THE GULPH STREA.i.\L 

This stream is n consequence arising from the trade 
· winds. By an inspection of th~ chart of the. Atlantic 
Ocean~ it will be seen, that the vast quantity of water of 
which that ocean is made up, must be affected by a con~ 

stan.t current of air sweeping along it in 011:e direction. 
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This must necessarily give a small degree of motion to 
the water, which being slanted off by the direction of the 
coast of South America, has, towards the southern extre
mity, a north-west motion, and . proceeding through the 
West India islands, raises the waters in the gulph of fyfex
ico beyond the level of the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans. 
The current being stopt by the isthmus of Darien, ,vinds 
-along the northern coast of the gulph of Mexico, in search 
of a level, and finds an outlet through the gulph of Flo
rida, between the, island of Cuba and the south point of 
East Florida. From thence it proceeds in a north-east 
direction, sweeping the American coast; at the distance of 
60 or 70 miles from the land, until it reaches cape Ratte .. 
ras, where it approaches within 20 or 30 miles of the coast; 
here it tends more to the eastward, until it reaches the coast 
of Nova f;,cotia, when it takes a course- nearly due east. It 
continues this co1.1rse until it reaches the Great Bank .of 
Newfoundland, where it seems to be materially affected, 
and diverging to a greater breadth, i1s finally lost towards 
the Azores and Madeira islands. 

The breadth of this stream, in the gulph of Florida, 
is about 30 or 40 miles. It encreases as it proceeds to 
the north-east: opposite cape Hatteras it is about 150 miles; 
off the coast of Nova Scotia it is about 4 degrees; and at 
the Bank of Newfoundland it is about 5 degrees; from 
thence diverging to 6 _or. 7. 

The velocity of the current is, in the gulph of Florida, 
about five or six miles an hour, but it d~creases as it. pro~ 
ceeds to the north-east. Opposite cape Hatteras it is about 
two miles; off the coast of Nova Scotia it is about one and 
a half; and at the banks of Newfoundland it is about 
one mile. 
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The probability is, that its course is directed to the east
,~ran.1 by the influence of the rivers issuing from the coast 
of America, particularly the great, river St. Lawrence, op .. 
posite to ·which it seems to make the greatest bend; and 
it is also probable that the confluence of these waters and 
another stream proceeding from Davis' Straits, h~s contri
buted to raise the Banks of Newfoundland. 

The temperature of this stream is different from that of 
the surrounding ocean, and partakes of that of the waters 
in the gulph of Mexico, being generally 10 or 12 degrees 
vvarmer ,than the other parts of the ocean. Hence it affects 
the temperature of the air above it, which is frequently 
subject, particularly in the spring, to calms, fogs, ·whirl
·winds, water spouts, and storms of thunder and lightning. 
The heavy fogs which hover over the Banks of N~wfound~ 
land, seem to arise from this warm fluid, mixing with the 
cold atmosphere generated by the stream from Davis' 
.Straits. 

The next phenomena which I shall notice, as bearing. 
0!1 this subject, is, that islands of ice, sometimes numerous 
and of great extent, are carried by the stream from Davis' 
Straits, in the spring season; and .before they are dissolved 
by the warmth of the Atlantic, they sometimes extend as far 
south as the latitude of 415° or 40°, and as far east as the 
Jongitucle of 48° or 50°. Vessels sailing to and from Ame
rica have been frequently entangled amongst them, and 
sorne have been totally lost. 

A correct knmvlcdge of these circumstances is of con
siderable importance to our inquiry, and the following 
practical deductions may be of service to those interested 
j n the result. 



THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 23 

1st. Ships bound from Britain to the ,vest Indies should 
shape their course fr~m the .channel to St. Mary's, one of 
the· Azores; from thence to where the longitude of 40° in
tersects the latitude of 23}0

; and from thence run down the 
trades. for the intended port. Ships bound from Europe 
to the gulph of Mexicq, should keep the same course. The 
return from the West Indies and Mexico to Europe is dif
ferent according to situation, as a few degrees of longitude 
make an important variation. Generally speaking·, it is best 
for vessels to bear to the northward until they get into the 
variable winds, and then keep along with them in the near -
est way to their intended port. 

2d. Vessels bound to the southward of the capes· of 
Virginia in the United States, should, in the spring, shape 
their course for St. Mary's as aforesaid; from thence to 
about where the longitude of 35° intersects the latitude· of 
28°, where they will, at that season, most likely meet with 
an easterly wind, failing which they are sure to fall in with 
it a few degrees farther south; run down with it due ,west 
till they arrive on the confines 'Of the gulph stream; and 
then bear away for the intended port. By taking this 
southern course, at this season, they will avoid several 
difficulties. 1st. The danger of falling in with islands of 
ice. 2dly. The necessity of passing the gulph stream 
where it is four or five degrees broad, and at that season 
subject to much bad weather. And Sdly. The chance of 
meeting with a series of head vvinds. In the autumn there 
is no ice to be dreaded, the weather is more mild, and the 
westerly winds less prevalent, Yvhile the latitudes between 
28° and 32° are much subjected to calms, so that it. is best, 
upon the whole, to nm for the intended port. 
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3d. Ships bound to the northwar9- of the capes of Virginia. 
should shape their course direct for the intended port. 
They have 310 occasion to cross the gulph stream, and as 
to the ice, it may be prudent to keep a little to the south
ward, as they approach the Banks of Newfoundland. 

4th. Vessels bound to Europe from any port of Ame
rica, cannot do better than run direct for the intended 
port. 
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CHAPTER ID. 

Savannah. 

THE first objects that attracted my attention on my ar
rival in Savannah, was the sallow appearance of the inha~ 
bitants, and the extreme warmth of the weather; the ther
mometer being at 91°. I naturally concluded, thatas the 
season advanced, ·the heat would increase, and would soon 
be almost intolerable. This opinion ,~,as strengthened by 
some of the inhabitants, who are in the habit of alarming 
strangers concerning the climate; but I was afterwards in~ 
formed, by a judicious medical gentleman, that there would 
be few days warmer than this, and that the weather would 
be, upon the whole, much cooler. This opinion I found 
to be correct, for in a few days the thermometer fell below 
70°, and it seldom rose above 85° while I continued in 
Savam1ah. 

The next circumstance that made a forcible impression 
upon me was the great difference between this place, and· 
any other I had ever seen before. There was no distant 
view-no external object to amuse the fancy-the whole 
country round, north, south, east, and west, was one 
dull scene, which excited no interest; and the music of 
the birds o( heaven was exchanged for the dull croaking 
of the bull-frog, and the shrill treble pipe of the inusque
toe. Nevertheless, I soon got familiarized to the place, 

and even fond of it. My business, which was well organ-
VOL, I, D 
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ized, was succeecUngto my wish, and the inhabitants, lvhom 
I found very obliging, became every day more amiable in 
my eyes. 

SA v ANN AH is situated in 32° 3' north latitude, on a 
high sandy bank, or bluff, on the south side of the Savan
nah river, 17 miles from the sea. The oity is laid out on 
an elegant plan, . and is about a mile in length from east to 
west, and about a quarter of a mile in breadth. It con
sists of 30 streets, 16 squares, and 6 lanes, containing about 
1000 houses, and 5500 inhabitants; of whom about 2500 
are slaves. The public buildings are a court-house, jail~ 
ac,ademy, bank-office, and five places fot public worship. 
There has lately been built a very handsome. exchange, 
with a spire and observatory, from whence vessels may be 
seen out at sea 10. or 12 miles. The situation of Sa van.;. 
nah is favourable, both for health and commerce. The 
bluff on which it is built is from 50 to 70 feet high, so 
that there is a fine descent to the river. This bluff is a 
bed of very fine sand ; and by digging wells about 60 
or 70 feet deep, a supply of excellent water is procured, 
probably a filtration from the river. The streets are broad 
and airy, and the city, being only 17 miles from the sea, 
frequently enjoys a sea breeze, which is cool and refreshing 
in the summer season. 

The trade of the city is considerable, and employs 13 
regular ships to Britain; 15 packet brigs and schooners to 
New York ; two or three to Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Boston ; two or three sloops to Charleston ~ and four or 
five vessels to the vVest Indies. Besides these, there are 
a number of vessels that come from the north,vard an
nually, to take freight for Britain, and the continent pf 
Europe. 
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The country in the vicinity contributes but little to the 
supply of the city. To the south it is sandy and barren 
for a considerable distance. To the north, east, and west, 
considerable crops of rice are raised; but it is thought that 
the rice fields contribute to make the city unhealthy. Cot.., 
ton and rice are the staple commodities of the state; ,and 
Savannah being the only shipping port in it, is> of course, 
the general mart for the disposal . of these articles. :The 
sea-island- cotton of this state isreckonecl superior: to.any 
in America. The principal islands where it is raised. are 

St. Symons and Cumberland; but it is planted, and comes 
to maturity, in all the other islands along the coast, from 
Charleston southward, as well as on other places of the 
seaboard, and is thence called :seaboard cotton., or,; as: some 
of my Scots friends would have it, "se{lbztird woo.~' :The 
exports from the state amount to above two millions of 
dollars annually; besides what is canied coastwise, which 
is not entered at the custom-house, and which may pro
bably amount to as much more. The great value is in 
cotton, and the ,vhole centres in Savannah. The· imports 
are from Europe, the West Indies, and the northern state$, 
and consist of dry goods, hardware, groceries, flour, &c.; 
and it is presumed they are nearly equal in value to the 
exports. Supposing the aggregate to be 8,000,000 dol
lars, and allow 7 per cent. commission to the Savannah 
merchants, the result will be 560,000 dollars, as the an
nual income of Savannah, which may perhaps be pretty 
near the truth. 

Savannah river is one of the most important in America .. 
Its head waters consist of trvo small rivers which rise near 
the mountains, and form a junction about 220 miles from 

the sea ; from thence it nms a soB.t ll-east cqurse, and falls 
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into the ocean 17 miles below 'Savannah. It receives (Seo 

veral small streams in its progress, and is the boundary 
line between Georgia and South Carolina; during its whole 
course. It is navigable for ships of any burden to within 
three miles of Savannah; for ships of 250 tons to Savai1e 
nah; and for boats of 100 feet keel to Augusta. Above 
Augusta, are the Rapids, and, after passing them, the river 
can be· navigated 80 miles higher, in small boats, to the 
junction of the head waters. It may he remarked, t~at 
through the medium of this river a considerable part of 
the produce of South Carolina is carried to the Savannah 
market. 

The river abounds with fish, and the water is soft and 
good•;,:· but· the country on its banks is by no means 
healt,hy, ,especially in the lower part of the state, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SctVannah,-Waynesborough,-Louisville. 

HAVING arranged my affairs in Savannah, and confi., 
ded the management of the business to a trusty assistant, 
I resolved, in pursuance of my original plan, to make a 
tour to the upper country, for the purpose of acquiring 
information, and forming connexions. The season was 
far advanced for travelling, in that country, but I trusted 
to a good constitution and temperate habits ; and finding 
a gentleman about to go to Augusta, I resolved to avail 
myself of his company. I accordingly purchased .a horse, 
for which I paid 118 dollars, saddle and bridle included, 
and, having every thing prepared, we set out at mid-day, 
on Friday, June 27th. We took the Augusta road, and 
at two miles from Savannah, :we passed the branch which 
leads to Louisville. A little beyond this there is a fine 
spring of pure water, much frequented by the inhabitants 
of Savmmah in the summer season. Seven miles from 
Savannah we met two travellers, who informed us that 
the creeks* were all swelled to a great height, and the 
bridges broken do,vn, so that we could not ·· possibly 
get along. The road was, indeed, far from inviting. 
There had been a long series of rainy weather, and the 
aftemoon was very sultry; but we resolved .to go through,: 

* This term is, in th~ Un\ted States, l\pplied to small rivers or 
rivulets. 
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if possible, and accordingly kept on our course. Two 
miles from where we met the travellers, we reached the 
·first obstacle, called Pipemaker's Creek. The bridge 
was nearly gone, but we ad justed the rafters a little, · and 
with some difficulty _led our hor_s~s ov~r. After travelling . 
three miles more, we reached Austin's Creek, and here, 
the bridge being entirely gone, we swam 01~r horses 

· across. A mile further on we reached Black Cftek, the 
largest and most dangerous of the three. It had swelled 
to a great extent ; in the middle the current lVas rapid, 
and the bi·idge was in a very shattered condition. We 
had to wade with our horses nearly . belly deep, above 
200 yards, before we came to the bridge, and here alight
ing, 1 walked along, up t~ the knees in water, adjusting 
the rafters as . well as I could, and then with considerable 
difficulty led . my horse ayer : a countryman, whom · we 
came up with at the bridge, attempted to follow my ex
ample, but his horse fell through, and was near being 
lost.. I pitied the poor man, who was n1 · great a:ffiiction 
for his crature, as he called the horse; but we assisted. 
him; and with cons_iderable. difficulty got the crature re
lieved. , My fellow.,traveller: declined following our exam
ple, and, stripping his l~orse, he swa1~ him through the 
~reek, himse~f walki~g along the remains of. the· shattered 
bridge. After passing the br~dge, we had again to wade 

, about 200 yards before we reached dry land ; · ancl, a little 
beyond the creek, .we arrived at Hely's inn, where we 
stopped for dinner. Here we found the Augusta stage 
and passengers. They had set out two hours before us, 
and, having the same obstacles ·to encounter as om~~dves, 
had been detained th1{s long. Our dinner consisted of 
fowls, bacon, eggs, .. butter, wheat bread, Indian corn 
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. bread, rice, and homony. The last mentioned dish I had 
not seen before, and it is not generally known. It is 
made of Indian com cleared of the husk, and broken by 
beating, but not very small; it is then boiled in water to 
the consistence of pudding, and served up for use. When 
well prepared, it is very palatable, and is wholesome nutri
tive food. A little cherry brai1dy was the only liquor we 
could get. The charge for man and horse was 7 5 cents. 

Leaving Hely's, we travelled two miles, when my fel
low-traveller stopp~d to point out the spot where two ne
groes ·were executed for killing an overseer. The one 
was hanged, and the other was burnt to death. I was in
formed that this mode of punishment is sometimes inflict
ed on negroes, when the crime is very flagrant, to deprive 
them of the mental consolation arising from a hope that 
they will after death return to their own country. This 
may be good policy as respects the blacks; but, in mercy 
to the white people, I wish it could be avoided. When I 
looked at the scorched tree where the man had been tied, 
and observed the fragments of his bones at the foot of it,· 
I was horror-struck; and I never yet can think of the 
scene without a pang. What feelings must have been 
excited in those who saw the execution ! Thirteen miles 
beyond this we reached Berry's. tavern, 28 miles from Sa
vannah, and here we stopped for the night. 

The afternoon was sultry, and, in consequence of the 
heavy rains, the road was very bad. The first 13 miles 
we were quite enveloped in thick pine woods, with very 
little brush.wood. The soil is pqor and sandy, so' that 
there arc few settlements. The last 15 miles were rather 
more pleasm1t, and there are more settlements ; but the 
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country 1s level, abounding with marshes, musquetoes,. 
and bull-frogs; and the soil continues poor and sandy. 

Saturday, 28th June, we rose at three o'clock and set. 

tled our bill, which amounted to one dollar and thirty-one 
cent~ each ; · and travelled through a barren, swampy, un~ 
pleasant tract, 10 miles, when we stopped to breakfast at 
41e house of a Major King. We were detained a long 
time here; but we were weli compensated by getting an 

· excellent breakfast, and the view of the place was far su
perior to any thing we had seen since we left Savannah. 
It is situated ofl an eminence, the ground cleared for a 
considerable way round, and there is a clear rivulet in the 
neighbourhood, a thing uncommon in the low country ; 
such streams being .. generally choaked up by brushwood, 
and converted into swamps. 

After leaving King's, the country rises a little, but it is 
still poor and sandy. We travelled 10 miles to Scrogg' s, 
and the ~:lay being exceedingly hot, we stopped here for 
dinner. Hearing the noise of a wheel up stairs, which 
was the first I had heard in America, I went to see what 
was. goin'g on. Here I saw a black girl carding cotton, 
and a daughter of the landlord spuming the rolls on the 
large wheel. They were quite busy, and appeared to be 
industrious and happy. After coming down stairs I enc 
ttred into conversation with the mistress of the house, · 
whom I found to be a sensible woman, and sufficiently 
communicative. She informed me, that they, as well as 
all the other families in the neighbourhood, spun cotton 
all the year round, and got the yarn woven into every ar
ticle necessary for family use; such as sheeting, shirting, 
tmveling, table-cloths, gowns, petticoats, aprons, caps; 
pm1taloons, vesting, and summer coats for the men's use; 



GEORGIA. 33 

besides sofa-clothes, fringes, tassels, hosiery, &c. I ex
amined the yarn and cloth, and found the fabrics substan
tial and durable. The cloth was neatly manufactured, and 
some of the articles were handsome. I saw that this famil:J 
was " independent of commerce ; " and this was the firs~ 
impression that I received as to the importance of the 
domestic manufactures of America. The idea was novel, 
and its tendency was to militate against my interest as an 
importer; yet I cannot SflY but.that the feelings excited by 
it were of the pleasing kind. Self-interest is a proper 
principle, but it should be so reg~lated as not to blunt 
the feelings of humanity, nor to . make us repine at the 
well-being of others. 

Leaving this comfortable cabin we travelled tvvo miles, 
when, coming to a grocery store, 'I've lighted to quench 
our thirst; the afternoon being excessively hot and sultry. 
Here we saw a lady from Savannah, vd10, having lost two 
children in that city, had retired here with the third, the 
only one she had left. The child appeared to be thriving, 
and I hope will live to reward the mother for her maternal 
care. The Georgian ladies appear to be very fond of 
children, and, in the country at least, they seem to be suf
ficiently prolific; for ·we hardly ever passed a house with
out seeing a cluster of young ones ; and often a child at 
the breast of a mother, whom, judging from external ap~ 
pearance, I would have reckoned past child-bearing. 

We travelled eight miles further, through a country 
ricarly similar to that we had passed, to Pearce's; and 
here , ~-c stopped for the night. 

This is one of the most pleasant places I had yet seen 
in Georgia. There are three plantations adjoining, so 
that the country is cleared· for a coasiderable vv'ay r.ound ; 

VOL. J. E 
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and being a little elevated, it is" free from swamps, and 
tolerably healthy. Here we saw a number of starlings, 
and heard several mocking-birds, whose notes were very 
delightful. We retired to rest at nine o'clock; but I was 
so overcome with fatigue, that I enjoyed little repose. 
· Sunday, 29th June. vVe set out at five o'clock in the 
morning, and, travelling 11 miles through pine woods; 
and a barren sandy soil,. we passed Beaverdam creek · by 

a wooden bridge, and arrived at the village of J acksonbo
·rou gh. It is situated on the north side of the creek, and 
consists of about 12 dwelling houses, a church,· and jail. 
The situation is uni1ealthy · on the creek, but the land is 
considerably elevated behind the town, and is said to be 
quite healthy. The view was gratifying to me, being the 
:first rising ground I had seen in the United States. 

vVe travelled nine miles beyond this to Burrel's, to 

-breakfast. The country is completely barren, and covered 
with pine trees, ,;vithout any brush,vood, the ,vhole way, 
but the air was elastic and agreeable. It is a common re
mark in Georgia, that the pine lands are healthy ; and the 
circumstance may probably be accounted for by suppo
sing, that the resinous particles of the pine may contribute 
to increase the oxygen of the atmosphere ; while, the 
woods being generally on barren ground, no pernicious 
gases are: generated uncongenial to the human system. 

· A great portion of the subsistence of the human body, is 
received by breathing·. The atmosphere is principally 
composed of two fluids, oxygen and azote, in the prop01:
tion of nearly three-fourths · of the latter to one-fourth of 
the former. It is the oxygen that supports animal life. 
In respiration it is absorbed by the lungs, and' combines 
with the blood, which gives it its florid colour ; while the 
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:i.zote is thrown out by the return of the breath!ng. There 

are .other fluids which mingle occasionally with the atmo·
sphere, the. principal of which is hydrogen, which is gene
rated freely by the decomposition of vegetable and animal 
matter in. ,vater ; and this fluid is not simply unfit for res
piration in a negative sense-it is positively noxious. Hence 
that state of the atmosphere which contains oxygen in the 
pr-0per proportion, and ,vhere there is no other gas, except 
azote, must be the fittest for respiration ; and, from a 
cmisideration of these circumstances, we may see the rea
son ,vhy high hilly countries, or well-drained low coun
tries, are healthy-while crowded cities, abounding in 
filth, and low marshy situations in the country, are the 
reverse.-F rom this reasoning we may draw the following 
practical deductions. 

1st. Cities should be so c_onstructed, as to admit a cur
rent of free air into e~ery spot. They should be kept 
very clean ; and nq stagnant water, or latent filth, should 
be allm;ved to accumulate in or about them. 

2d. Low countries, when fixed upon as the residence 
of man, should be drained; or, if that be impracticable, 
the houses should be as fat removed from all stagnant 
,vater as possible. ' 

3d. In those diseases which are the effect of breathing 
impure air, perhaps it would be beneficial to administer 
oxygen to the lungs as a medicine. The use of vinegq.~ 
in diseases of this kind is well known. It is almost wholly 
composed of oxygen, and it parts with it freely; so that 
on sprinkling a sick chamber with it, an odour immedi-. 
atdy rises, ,vhich is both grateful and beneficial to the pa

tient. Several plants have the same effect, particularly 
those having an acid smeH. I w:rs on-ce recovered from 
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fainting by· the application of southermvood. I had ~een 
affected bv breathing air deprived of its oxygen m a 
orowded ;hurch. The oxygen of the plant supplied _the 
defect, and relieved me. 

Having breakfasted, vve pursued our journey 11 miles 
through a country nearly similar to that already described, 
but rather in an improving state, to where the road forks ; 
the right branch leading to Augusta, the left to W aynesbo: 
rough. We took that towaPds W aynesbororngh, on which· 
the country improves rapidly. In place of pine barrens, 
swamps·, and muddy cre6ks, we had now an elevated dry 
road, agreeably uneven, and adorned on each side with 
natural woods, consisting of pine, oak, hickory, and black
jack~ The underwood was pretty thick and bushy ; in
dicating a considerable degree of fertility. Seven miles 
from ·where we left the Augusta road we reached widow 
Laseter's, wlrere we stopped to dinner, and were hospita
bly entertained. The healthiness of the place was visible 
in the countenances of the family, among whom were 'hvo 
pretty little girls. 

A little before we reached this place ·we passed a 
church, which ,ve were informed belongs to the metho
dists. This sect has been long established in Georgia, 
and the zeal with which they have propagated their opi-
1\ions, and enforced the principles of morality amongst 
their votaries, does them credit. They have been of con
siderable use in society, and I wish them success in every 
good work. But I cannot see the propriety of some of 
their proceedings. Their camp meetings may be· very 
well meant, and may be calculated to do some good ; 
but they are a species of " holy fair" at which " grace>' 
is not the only commodity to be purchased; and, from th~ 
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mode in which they are fr~quented by the profane and 
the profligate? it is questionable whether the evil attending 
them· .does not overbalance the good. And · I can see as 

little sense in the practice they often have of thumping 
and making a noise in the time of divine service, thereby 
converting the temple of the Lord into a scene of confu .. 
sion_ and discord, exciting the laughter of the profane, 
and distracting the serious. vV e ,vere informed that a lit:-\ 
tle before we reached this place, a poor girl was so affect
ed, that she fell down in a fit ; and that a black female 
preacher, of the name of Dorothy Ripley, frequently at
tended, and had the art of playing. upon the passions so 
effectually, that she would sometimes trip half a dozen of 
her hearers. " Let all things he done decently and in 
order,'' says the apostle. Let the methodists go ancl do· 
likewise. 

vVhile we were speaking, we saw a crowd of men, wo
men, and children, who had . been at a baptist camp meet
ing. The baptists are said to, be one of the most nume
rous and influential religious societies in the state. They 
are also zealous in propagating their opinions, and are 
pretty austere in their manner.s ; but I did not hear of any 
excesses in their. camp meetings or churches. 

Leaving Mrs. Laseter's, we travelled four miles to 
\Vaynesborough, and lodged at the house of Mr. \Vynne; 
,vho to the business of tavern-keeper joins that of post
master. 

\VAY NE s Bo Ro u G H is built principally on one street, 
and consists of about 40 chvelling houses, church, jail, 
academy, and court-rooms. It contains 220 inhabitants, 
of whom above one half are slaves. The land in its vici
nity is 1:>retty good; js cultiYated a considerable ',\ ~tr 
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round ; and there are in its r neighbourhood some very 
wealthy planters. It is distant from Savannah river 12 

miles, and has a considerable trade in dry goods and gro

cenes. 
Having spent a day in this place, and parted with my 

fellow-traveller, who took the road to Augusta, I set out 
for Louisville on Tuesday the 1st of July, at five o'clock 
in d1e morning. Five miles from Waynesborough I came 
to a fine spring, and descended a considerable way by a 
stony path to a rivulet,, on which I heard the sound · of 
several mills. The sound of machinery is always grate
ful to my ear, an~ the view of the stones excited no small 
degree of interest ; being the first that I had seen in the 
United States. After travelling nine miles further, through 
a barren country, I came to a deserted church, where the 

road forks. I took the wrong road, lvhich led me out of 

my course among a nun1.ber of plantations. I found the 
inhabitants were principally Irish people, by one of whom 
l was informed of my mistake, and got directions as to 
the best method of rectifying it. The family were at 
0reakfast, consisting of pork, potatoes, and coffee ; and I 
was hospitably invited to partake,- but I declined it; and, 
pursuing the directions received, I soon reached the wag
gon road from Savannah, ~md arrived at· Louisville, at 10 
o'clork. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Louisville. 

LOUISVILLE is the present capital of the state of 
Georgia, and is situated on the north-east bank of the Oge
chee river, 70 miles from its outlet, and 100 miles west 
from Savannah. It consists of about 100 dwelling housesjl 
and contains about 550 inhabitants, of whom nearly one 
half are slaves. It is built on an elevated situation, ,md 
there is a pretty extensive view to the westward; but con
siderable marsh effiuvia is generated on the banks of the 
river, which renders the place rather unhealthy. The 
country in the neighbourhood is well cultivated; and 
Louisville contains a civil, ·well-bred society. There are ten 
dry-good and1 grncery stores in the place, and they 'have 
a considerable inland trade. Louisville is · at present the 
seat of government, but it is about to be removed to Mil
ledgeville, a new settlement, about 50 miles distant. 

It was my intention to go further up the country, and I 
had every thing prepared for that purpose; but in the 
evening I ·was suddenly seized with a fever, which defeat~ · 
ed my object, and at one time threatened very serious 
consequences. The day had been uncommonly hot and 
sultry; the thermometer stood as high as 93}0 .in the shade. 
In the evening there was a cool thunder gust, and the 
night got very close and sultry. I went to bed em·ly; but 
I had scarcely lain do1vn when I fo1md the fever come 011 
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with extreme violenc~. . I was in danger of suffocation, 
and ran to the ··window to get fresh air; but all was still ; 
there was not a breath of air stirring. I observed three 
beds in the room empty, and thought I would try an ex
periment. I wrapped myself up in a blanket, and taking 
all the clothes of the three beds, I threw them over me. I 
had a small.bottle of Madeira wine prepared for the journey, 
of which I took a little, and laid it at my head. My pulse 
rose. to 130, and I suffered the most excruciating pain for 
about half an hour, when a profuse perspiration broke out 
.,.nd relieved me. I partook freely of the \vine, and k~pt 

· Up the perspiration until morning, when the fever was 
quite gone; but I was debilitated to such a degree that I 
could hardly stand. 

On getting up, I judged it expedient to take medical 
advice, and applied to a Dr. Powell, who prescribed some 
medicine, and advised me to decline going further up the 
country at present, the season being quite too far advanced 
for travemng. He recommended to stop two or three 
days in Louisville, and then to cross over to Augusta by 
the way of Richmond Springs, where I could stop a few 
days, and in case I founq. I could not travel from AQgusta 
on horseback, I could take the . stage. This advice I re
solved to follow, and made my arrangements accordingly. 

Having, in consequence of this determination, a little 
time to spare, I ·wished to apply it to the best advantage, 
and I was kindly assisted by my friend Dr. Powell. He 
invited me to his house, and introduced me to Mrs. Pm"'.'-e 
ell, a. very sensible judicious lady, by whom I was treated 
with marked attention. 

T'he doctor and his lady gave me every information 
that could be desired, and I was finally invited to take a 
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b.ed at their house, by which means I was relieved from 
the bustle of a public tavern, and the still more disagree .. 
able· sting of the musquetoes with which the 1bedrooms 
in if.were infested. 

On Friday, the 4th of July, I had quite recovered from 
my indisposition, and waJkeq. out in the I morning to see 
the state-house. It is a good building of brick, about 50 

feet square, and consists of two stories, having three ap
partments each, and a large lobby. The house of repre
sentatives meet in an apartment on the lower floor, and. 
the other tw9 are occupied as the secretary's office, and the 
land office. The upper· story consists of the senate cham~ 
ber, the execntive office, and the treasury. The offices. 
were all shut, except the land office. I went into i_t, and 
saw a map of the newly acquired territory, or purelzase, as 
it is called; concerning ,vhich the legislature had recently 
passed an act that was the subject of considerable animad- . 

version in the state. 
This territory is situated bet'iveen the Oakmulgee, and 

Oconee rivers; and was lately acquired in exchange with 
@ne of the Indian tribes. The land is said to be rich and 
valuable; and it is very extensive, consisting of about 100 
tracts, of 12 miles by 8. It is to be disposed of by lot
tery, in which every citizen of the United Stares, who has. 
resided three years in Georgia, is · entitled to a draw for ; 
200 acr~s ; and those who get the prizes have t6 pay 12 -
dollars, being the expense of surveying only. 

This I regard as a very improper way of disposing of 
public property, and it is peculiarly baneful to practise it 
under the representative system. Property, when public~ 
belongs to every member of the community, and no alie .. 

1mtion ought to t:ike µ,lace without securing alike the rights 
VOL. I. 
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of all. ·ii:r13ut this can never be done by a lottery, which is 
cl game of chance, and all cannot be gainers. To the gainer 

. it is more than well. He gets an advantage over his neigh

bour, and is satisfied; but who indemnifies the loser? 

· fo this case, would it not have been better for the state 

to have retained it, and sold it out at the market price? 

The_ fu11ds.arising from it might have been usefully applied 

fo 1miking roads and bridges, iµ improving the navigation 

of rivers, draining marshes, &c. Legislators have a most 

important trust reposed in them, and should never sacrifice 

great national objects to obtain temporary popularity. 
This being the anniversary of American independence, 

the day was ushered in by the firing of great guns ; and 

military companies had collected in Louisville, from the 
whole country round. On my return to the tavern, I 

found a considerable number of the military assembled 
there. I vvas waited on by a committee of the artillery 
company, and received a very polite invitation to dine with 

them, which I accepted with pleasure, being anxious to 

observe the mode .of celebrating this day, so important in 
the annals of America. ' · 

About 3 o'clock :we sat down to dinner. The captain 

took his place at· the head of the table, the oldest lieutenant 

at the foot; the committee. gave the different orders, and 

all ,vere on an equal footing. Several of the state officers 
dined with them. 

After dinner they drank Madeira wine to a series of toasts, 

one for each state, which had been previously prepared. 
Among the number ,vere " 'I'he day we celebrate;" " The 

land 'We live in;" " The president of the United States;'' 

"Memory of general vVashington.'; "lVIemory of Benja~ 

min Franklin.," (' Memory of John Peirce," &c. Each 
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toast was followed by a discharge of artillery, and the 111.Nsic 
played an appropriate air. A number of excellent songs 
were sung, and the afternoon was spent ·w·ith great convi

yiality and good humour. 
Having several calls to make in the town, I 1eft the table 

early, but returned again in the evening, ·when I found that 

the cordial drop had added greatly to the elevation of the 
animal spirits of the company. They had also received 
an addition to their number, by several military officers 
high in command, among whom was major-general Jack-_ 
son. Having occasion to give a toast, I availed myself of 
that opportunity, to impress them with favourable senti~ 
ments towards my native country. America had beeri 

long regarded with a jealous eye by the councils of Bri~ 
tain, and an almost total alienation of affection was the conse.;, 
quence. I knew that Mr. Fox's administration was favour
ably disposed towards America, and I was inclined, as 

Jar as I had opportunity, to impress the An;iericans with 
that belief. Accordingly, after thanking the company for 

the honour they had conferred upon me, and assuring them 
of my own friendly regard for the country, I proposed as 
a toast, "Mr. Fox, and the independent whigs of Britain. 
May their joint endeavours with the government of the, 
United States be the means of reconciling the differences 
between the two countries; and to the latest posterity may
Americans and Britons hail one another as brothers and as 
friends." This was cordially received, and drank accord~ 
ingly; and immediately after I was introduced to and po-
litely received by the visiting officers. · 

The whole of my observations in this place tended to 
convince me, that the American character was very indif~ 

ferently understood in Britain ; and., indeed, very much. 
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misrepresented. I was satisfied, from every.thing I saw 
and heard, that there was no animosity against the British 
people whatever; and that the animosity against the British 
government was the consequence of what they· conceive to 
be a series of injuries long persevered in, and some of 
them even justified on the score of privilege. 

Great mistakes may be committed, by judging of the 
American character from what is to be seen in . the sea
ports. Nothing can be more eIToneous than a judgment 
so formed. The commercial cities of America are like 
, . I 

those of other countries, and principle is often sacrificed 
at the shrine of commerce ; while a considerable part of 
the commerce of the United States is carried on by fo
reigners, each so anxious to extend the trade with his 
native country, in ,vhich he is most interested, that the 
tone of national sentiment is often lost, or but indistinctly 
seen, in the conflicting opinions which are every day pro
:mulgated. 

To view the American character fairly, we must go into 
the interior of the country, and there the first remark will 
probably be, that the inhabitants have a spirit of indepen
dence, and will brook no superiority. Every man is con
scious of his own political importance, a.nd "\Vill. suffer none 
to treat hi1n with disrespect. Nor is this disposition con
fined to one rank; it pervades the ,whole, and is probably 
the ?est guaral).tee for the c.ontinuance of the liberty and 
independence of the country. 

It has been remarked, that this disposition may encou- · 
rage rudeness; but I. have not yet seen it. A~ the people 
will bend to no superiority, they really affect none; and I 
am ~mpressed with the belief, that it is a strancrer's ow11 
. . b 

~a.ult, if he does not feel very happy among them. 
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Saturday, July 5th. - I left Lduisville at 5 o'clock 
in the morning, and travelled through a barren, sandy 
country, twenty miles to breakfast. From thence, J tra
velled eight miles more, through pine woods, to Richmond 
Springs, which I reached.to djnner. · Towards the springs, 
the country gets elevated, and agreeably uneven ; but the 
soil is miserably poor. The springs have no other medi
cinal quality than what is confeffed by limestone, of which 
there is here a considerable bed; and there is a fine rivu~ 
let, which Mr. Posner, the proprietor, has very judiciously 
diverted into a bathing-house ; and, . at a great expencc, 
has converted the whole into bathing quarters, with ample 
accommodations. I staid two days at this place, and found 
my .situation very comfortable. I had an opportunity of 
bathing in· the pure spring water once or twice a-day, and 
had limestone water, pure from the rock, to drink. Our 
victuals were good, and the cookery excellent. My health 
I found re-established, and my spirits recruited; so that 
every thing concurred to render the place agreeable. 

And yet this place, · ·which might be so beneficial to 
Georgia, is neglected. Mrs. Posner is a woman of co
lour, and is disliked by the Georgian ladies, who will not 
go to her house. Where the ladies will not go, the gen
tlemen ,,vill not go, and so poor Mr. Posner does not get 
a proper reward for his exertions, and the Georgians lose 
the benefit of one of the sweetest summer retreats in all 
the country. 

I was really sorry to learn this tale, for I was exceed
ingly ·well pleased with madam PosnerJs attention. The 
old man is a sort of poet too, and, though his rhymes are 
not to be compared with those of Pope or Milton, yet 
they are lmn10rr)udy recited, and in a diale~t that never fails 
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" to excite risibility~ He favoured me with a ~opy. of ver-

·ses, which he addres_~ed to a little swindling Jew of my ac~ 
quaintance.in, Savannah, ·who, he said, had cheated him; 
and of which the concluding stanza will be su:(licient to 
·~atisfy the. reader of his. poetical powers. 

But it surely was a great si~, 
To send me comm~p whisky. i;n place of Hollands. gin. 

The worst r~mains behind,-
To send me common Malaga, ill .place of good Madeira wine: 

Monday, July 7th.. Set out for' Augusta, at 4: o'clock 
in tl~e. morning. , Jhe road, which is pretty good, ~n~ 
through a hilly,· uncultivated tracJ of co~try,. on which 
there · are s~nne settlements, with several creel{S, ancl saw 
and· grist mills. J reacl}.edjAugu~ta, which is sixteeq 
miles from the_ springs, at 9 o'clock~ 
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CHAPTER VI . 

.Augusta,-South Carolina,-Savannalz~ 

AUGUSTA is situated on a handsome plain, on the 
south side of Savannah River, 127 miles from Savam1ah, 
and contains about 2400 inhabitants, of whom above one ... 
half are slaves. The public buildings are, two churches, 
an academy, a court-house, jail, a market-house, and se
veral public warehouses. The town is at the head of 
large boat navigation, and carries on a very extensive and 
profitable trade, both with Savannah and the back coun~ 
try. Many of the merchants are wealthy, and import their 
goods ; and the greater part of the others purchase in 
New York. The town was originally settled by emigrants 
from Scotland; but the society is now very mixed, and 
probably those of Irish extraction are the most numerous. 
The inhabitants are in general well-informed, and have a 
considerable taste for literature. They are affable in theiu 
deportment, and polite and hospitable to strangers,. 

The country round Augusta is agreeably diversi:fied1 
and well cultivated. The whole plain, on which Augusta 
stands, is remarkably fertile; and towards the south-west,. 
the country rises into considerable hills, interspersed with
fertile plains, remarkably favourable for the culture of cot.
ton ; ~md the cotton plantations are in a very thriving state. 
This is reckoned the boundary b~tween the high and 
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low country. The falls in the river are three miles above 
Augusta, and immediately on leaving the town for the 
westward, the great contrast between this and the low 
country is seen : in place of swamps, marshes, and sandy 

deserts, the senses are. gr~tified by high rising grounds, 
rich verdure in the woods, and dear streams of water. 

I remained in Augusta from _the 7th to the 14th of 
July, during which ·period, I made several little excursions 
to the country, to see the cotton plantations, the greater 
part of which were in· a thriving state: The rivee is hete 
500 yards broad, and very deep ; and . I found the trade 
upon it to exceed my expectations. The weather was hot 
and· sultry, the thermometer varying: from 88° to 94°, 
though 011e day it fell as low as 72°. _·. · I was well pleased 

~ ·wit~ the civilities· of the inhabitants, .. and I left Augusta 
with sentiments of friendly regard tmvards them . 

. A Mr. s·ca,rborough,of North Carolina, gave me a very 
warm invitation to· visit him vvhen T ,vas in the upper 
country, and I resolved to cross the Savannah River, and 
return by his . place. J accordingly left · Aug1.1sta on the 

14th of July, at ll o'clock, and, travelling about three 
miles through the level plain on which the city stands, I 
crossed the river by a Hat boat. The road rises, on the 

· Carolin·a side~ to a considerable eminence, but the soil is 
poor and .sandy. At five miles from the river, I called at 

.a very handsome plantation, belonging to a Mr. Taylor, 
by whom I lvas hospitably detained to dinner. A ~planter 
from the neighbourhood was thei·e, and, as his plm1tation . 

lay on my route, I availed myself of his compm1y, and had 
a very agreeable ride, of twelve miles, to the saw-mill and 

store of a Scots gentleman~ ·where I stopped for the night. 
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On the 15th, at day-break, I proceeded on my journey, 
through a low, swampy, barren country, where the road 
forked so often, that I travelled with difficulty ; but, after 
missing my way several times, I reached ~r. Scarbo:. 
rough's, at 11 o'clock, where I found a most hospitable 
welcome. 

On my way, I passed many creeks and saw-mills, and 
I learned that a · considerable trade, in this part of the 
country, consists in sawing timber into boards and planks, 
called lumber, and Boating them down the. river to a 
market. 

Mr. Scarborough has a very comfortable establishment, 
consisting of a good farm, a store, and saw-mill; and, be
ing much respected, has the best trade in this part of the 
country. On going into the store, I was surprised to ob
serve the vast variety of articles it contained ; consisting 
of dry-goods, groceries, hardware, earthenware, medicines, 
&c. I was informed, that the mode of doing business 
was to give a credit to the planters till the crop was ready 
for market, and then to take their surplus produce, con.;, 
sisting principally of cotton, in payment.· The business 
was conducted by a discreet Englishman, and they had 
an excellent run ; but I learned that country stores had· 
multiplied to Such an extent, that,r the business was over
done generally, and people would need to be very cautious 
in dealing with country merchants. 

Having been most hospitably entertained by this family, 
for two days, I took my departure for Savannah, o:B 
Thursday, 17th July, and rode 28 miles through a very 
barren country, containing few settlements, to the house 
of a Mrs. Dunn, where I stopped for the night. , 

VOL I. G 



$0 TRAVELS IN 

Friday, 18th. Set out at daylight, and travelleq. through 

a more dismal country than any that I had yet seen. 

From Mrs. Dunn's to Sister's ferry, on the Savannah ri

ver, 14: 'Q)iles distant, there is hardly a single settlement. 

The. country is perfectly level, . except towards the river, 

where there are a few sand-hills; the woods are mostly 

pine, and I found some settlements had been attempted, 

an.d abandoned by the settlers. At one of these, I met 
with_a considerable disappointment: I came to a fork. of 
the road, and, seeing a plantation at ~ · distance, I rode to 
it, to inquire the right way ; but, lo ! on my arrival there, 

I found it inhabited by goats only. 
I arrived at the river aboqt nine o'clock~ ·and crossed 

the 'ferry in ·a flat boat. The river is here about 250 

yards broad, an.d flmiVS with a majestic sweep. I tra

velled ne.arly a niile through a muddy swamp, in Yvhich 

the; horse ·was frequently up to the knees, and I was 

much annoyed by n'rnsquetoes. F1·om this sYvamp, .the 

ground rises abruptly, to a considerable elevation, and 
bears evident marks of having been at one_ time the ba.11k 
of the river: From hence I travelled about a mile, 

when I caine into the Savannah road, not: far from King's 

tavern, mentioned in the :fourth chapter.· I found the Sa

vannah road no,v dry, and good, and l travelled on with 

great expe_dition to Ben·y's, where, the 'day being very hot 
and 'sultry, I proposed to remain for th~ night. 

Towards two o'clock, the weather became cool, with 
an east vvind, and I set out for Savannah ; but I h~d not 

travelled far, when I saw all the signs of an approaching 
storm. To , the east, the at:q10sphete }vas black and dis_. 

mal ; the wind was irregular, and sometimes whistled vio

lently; I could see the lightning flash in the clouds, and 
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heard the thunder roar at a distance; but I was tempted 

by the coolness of the air to proceed, and observing that 
the settlements were pretty thick by the way side, I re
solved not to take shelter until there was an absolute ne
cessity. vVhile I was meditating thus, I was suddenly 
and dreadfully alarmed. A stream of electric fluid, ap
parently as thick as a man's ·wrist, darted suddenly from 
a black cloud, almost right over my head, and dividing 
in the i:niddle of the road, a· few yards before me, struck 
the trees on each side, with a shock which made the 
whole woods ring. This was instantaneously followed by 
such a peal of thunder, as made my horse spring two or 
three feet high. I rode with increased speed, resolved to 
take shelter in the first_ house, but seeing no immediate 
appearance of rain, I kept on my course to Dasher's, 20 
miles from Savannah. Having stopped here some little 
time, I obsetved the storm to spend its force in the· east .. 
ward, and, being satisfied it was over, set out for· Savan
nah ; and, after an agreeable ride, reached the city at seven 
o'clock in the evening. I travelled, this day, 52 miles; 
~nd my whole journey was about 300. 

I remained in Savannah until the 27th of July. The 
,ve~ther was very hot and sultry, but the city continued 
pretty healthy. I was surprised to observe the vast emi~ 
gration to the northward at this time, every vessel for New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, or Baltimore, being quite 
crowded with passengers. I· had once an intention of 
spending a few months on the sea islands, with a friend 
from whom I had a very warm invitation ; but, in conse-· 
quence of letters from New York, I was induced to a.lter 
my determination~ and go to that city. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Passage to Net~ York. 

HAVING arranged my business, and fixed upon a plan 
of correspondence with my friend in Savannah, I engaged 
a passage· on board the brig Sally, captain Ansdell ; passage 
money 20 dollars, and stores about 28. My fellow-pas
sengers were a Mr. M'Gee and Mr. Enoe, of Savmmah; 
Mr. Sayre, of New York; and a Mr. Scott, from the 
West Indies. 

We went on board, on Sunday morning·, the 27th July, 
at six o'clock, and at half past six set sail. The breeze 
was light, but fair ; and, the tide being in our favour, ,ve 
glided down the river very pleasantly ; passed the light ... 
house at 11 o'clock, and at 12 crossed the bar, and dis .. 
charged the pilot. New York is distant from hence, by 
£alculation, · 615 geographical miles, in a direct line; but 
the projection of the coast at cape Hatteras obliges ves
sels to steer considerably to the eastward, so that they 
have to sail nearly .800 miles. They generally make sail 
for the gulph stream in going north, that they may have 
the b~nefit of the current. 

We were favoured with a southerly wind, ·and kept a 
course .a little to the north of east, till we reached the lon
gitude of 78°, when we steered a course nearly parallel to 
the coast, about north-east. Here we were in the middle 
ef the gulph stream, which, by calculation, carried our 
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ve~sel 3 7 miles in 24 hours, which would be a current of 
little more than a mile and a half an hour ; b~t it is gene,. 
rally supposed that the current, at this place, is upwards 
of two miles. 

We continued to have a favourable breeze, and made 
a good run, without meeting with any circumstance wor. 
thy of remark, until Saturday, the 2d August, when ,ve 
experienced a very severe gale, which almost upset the 

vessel. The wind, which had. been hitherto from the 
south and west, shifted to the south-east, and was accom
panied by thick foggy weather. We were within 30 or 
40 miles of Sandy Hook, and the wind was fair; but the 
gale encreased, and the weather was too thick to see a 
pilot boat ; so that· the captain judged it expedient to stand 
out to sea. A gunboat was a little astern, and follmved 
our example. The gale encreased almost to a hurricane, 
accompanied by thick rainy weather ~ -; the captaii). was 
carrying as much sail as possible, so as to ·weather Lpng' 
Island, lvhich, by calculation, was now but 20 miles to 
leeward. Being a good deal accustomed to rough weather, 
I ,vas lolling in an after-birth, looking out at the- cabin 
window, and beholding the effect of the. gale on the 
ocean : when, all of a sudden, J found the vessel heel to 
leeward, and heard a great noise on deck. I started up 
with an intention of going upon ~eek, but the vessel V/as 
quite on her beam ends, and I had to swing myself along 
by the cabin births ; and on reaching the gangway, I 
found the passengers all cwwded into it, and in tears. I 
reached it just in time to hear the captain cry " cut the 
halliards," and immediately the sails were shivered tp 
pieces, and the vessel righted. But our danger was by 
no means over ; the vessel had not now the necessary sail 
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to cari-y her out to sea ; and, the captain said, if. the gale 
continued, we must inevitably be· driven ashore on Long 

Island. He was much affected, and in tears. He ·was a 

pleasant little man, and I really felt for him. I had heard 

somewhere that south-east gales, on the coast of Americ~, 

seldom lasted above 10 or 12 hours ; and, as this one had 

now continued upwards of nine hours, I endeavoured to 

console him with the idea, that the chance was greatly in 

our favour. He admitted it was so, but could not he1p 

being affected ·while there was any chance against us, and 

the vessel in her present state. While ·we ,vere speaking, 

I chanced to look to the south-west, and observed a small 
speck of blue sky through the turbulent atmosphere. I 
pointed it out to the captain, and I never saw a man so 

sensibly aflectecl with sudden joy. He affirmed the gale 

was over, and in a few minutes all v:as still and calm~ 

The wind shifted to the north-,vest, blo'wing a delightful 

cool breeze, and shortly after there w2.s not a cloud to be 
seen in the horizon. \'Ve put about the vessel, and stood 

ln for the land ; but the wind was no,v right against us, and 
we made little progress. However we had time to patch 

up Ol~r sails, and made the best of our ·way towards our 
destined port. 

The weather continued favm.1r;,1ble, and on the 3d of 

August, at daylight, we saw the high lands of Never 

Sink; at 10 o'clock, we saw the light-house, -distant 10 

or 12 miles; soon after ·which Yve had a fine vie,v of Lono-o 
Island, Staten Island, the bay, and numerous vessels in .. 

ward bound. The breeze continued light, so that it was 
4 o'clock before ·we received a pilot; after which Tre came 
to anchor five or six miles south-east of the light-house. 

This pilot gave us information regarding 111.": death of John 
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Peirce, the seamen ,vho was killed by a shot from the 
Lear~der ; and told us . that he had been on board several 

coasting vessels himself which had be~n fired at by the 
Cambrian and Leander, on the conduct of whose officers 
he• reflected in very bitter terms. 

On the morning of the 4th we set sail, but the breeze 
died m~.-::iy in a· short time, and we again came to anchor 
lvithin half a mile of the beach, a little to the south of the 
light-house. At 11 a small breeze sprung up from the 
south, and ,ve again vveighed anchor. At half past 1.2 we 

passed the light-hoGse, and, the breeze cncreasing, we con
tinued our course at a good rate, much gratified with the 
prospect round us. Staten Island, rising to a considerable 
elevation, and clothed 'With verdure, ,n1s rjght ahead. 
Long Island was on our right, with a pretty \ ievv of the 
N mToYvs between them; the high lands of Never Sink 
astern, and the high lands of the Jerseys, to the -rvestvvard; 

with the great confluence of waters and crmvdcd shipping, 
formed altogether a most beautiful picture; and it probably 
made a greater impression upon me than it Yrnuld h:1d I 
arrived direct from Europe; the dull scenery of Georgia 
and South Carolina acting as a foil. 

At half past 2, we passed.the Nm.To-.-vvs, the channel be
t,veen Long Island and Staten Island, about three quar
ters of a mile broad; and immediately after New York, 
distant about 10 miles, with the bay and shipping, opened 
to our view; ·which had a very fine effect. At half past 3, 

,1-c ~xrivccl at the quar,mtinc ground, ·which is be::mtifully 
situated on a small bay on the cast side of Staten Island, 
and having got a pass fron1 the health officer, we ~et sail 
for New York. I ·was -rery much gratified vvith the view 
m our F:~:~;agc up1.v,u-d. There arc seyeral islands in the 
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bay; and the ( scenery on each side is really beautiful-; · the 
. ·city too is adorned with a number of spires, which have a 
fin~ effect; 'and in approaching it ·~e passed . a pretty point, 
planted with trees, called the· Battery. But we could not 

land at the city. By the) health laws, all cotton, after- a 
~ertain seas011;- must., be landed at Brooklyn, on Long 
l&land; at, which :we arrived at 6 o'clock in the evening. 
From thence I passed over to. the city; and immediately 
waited on Mr. Stewart, a 'native of Perth, in Scotland,,and 
an old acquaintance; .from whom, and his amiable wife, I 
teceived a most :friendly,welcome, ai1d a kind invitation to 
s,Pet1d the· summer with· them, which was cordially ac
cepted .. · 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

JV"ew YorR. 

NEW YORK is situated on the ·suuth-"vest point of 
York island, at the confluence of Hudson and East rivers·, 
in north latitude 40° ·40'. The length of the city on East 
river, is nearly two miles; and it extends afong the North 
river nearly as much. Its average breadth is about one 
mile; and its circumference six. It consists of about 
15,000 houses; including public buildings ahd ware
houses ; and the inhabitants are estimated at about 80,000 .. 
By the census of 1800, they amo11nted to 60,489, but the 
increase has been very great since*, The houses are ge
nerally built of brick, with slated or shingled roofs; and 
many of them are handsome, 

The plan of the city is not uniform. In the old part: of 
the town some of the streets are crooked, and many of 
them are too narrow; but all the modern part is built on 
a good plan; and some of the new streets are uncommon
ly elegant. Broadway is the finest street in the city, an~ 
from its importance, and great beauty, it merits a particu
lar description. It comtnences at the Battery, on thf 
south--west point of the city, and runs in a north-north-east 
direction about two miles and a half, wher.e it forms a 

* By the cen:mi, of 181 o, tlle whole inhabitants· on the isfand 
amotmt to 96,373. 

VOL. I. 
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junction with the Buwery road. The breadth of this street~ 
including the side pavements, is about 80 feet, and it is 
regular during its whole 'length. It is ornamented with 
rows of poplcff trees on each side, and a · number of pub
lic buildings are situated on it; particularly, the Custom
house, Trinity church, St. Paul's church, the city public 
buildings, the Mechanics' Hall, and the hospital. The street 
rises by a gradual ascent from the Battery, about half a 
mile, and is at its greatest elevation opposite the city build
ings. Its course is through the highest part of the island. 
Greenwich-street is next in importance. It rises also at 
the Battery, and running nearly due north, upwards of two 
miles, connects the city with the village of Gre~nwich. 
Pearl-street is one of the most important in the city in 
point of trade. It rises also near the Battery, and run~· 
nearly- parallel with the East river to Cherry-street; from 
thence it runs W the northward, and falls into Chatham
street*. Cherry-street is a continuation of Pearl-street, 
~d runs along the East river, till it is terminated by a 
bend of the river. Bowery-.lane is upwards of 100 feet 
wide, rises at Chatham-street, and, connected with the 
Boston road, forms a junction ,vith Broadway, flS before 
mentioned. The other most important streets are, XV all
street, where the most of the banks and public offices are 
situated, Chatham-street, where the theatre is situated, 
Front-street, vVater-street, mid Broad-street. 

That part of the city which has been recently laid out 
on East river, is constrtJcted on a handsome plan, the 
ff,treets crossing one another at right angles, and there are 
several public squares. Of these there are by far too few 

* Since 1806, Pearl~street has been ext~nded beyond- Ch~th~m
strret., to Broadway. 
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in the city, and they hardly merit notice. The Battery, 
before mentioned, is a pretty piece of ground, and com
mands an elegant view of the bay, islands, narrows, and 
shipping ; but it is quite small, consisting of a few acres 
only. There is a small triangular piece of ground, called 
the Park, in front of the public b1iildings, which is very 
ornamental; and these are all the .public walks of which 
New York can boast. Would it not be well, in laying 
out citiesi to make a large reserve of public property, 
while land is cheap? Hyde Park at London, the Green 
of Glasgow, and the Inches of Perth, are instances of its 
utility. 

The public buildings are numerous. The first in im~ 
portance is the City Hall, fronting the Park. It is now 
erecting, of white marble, and will, when finished, be the 
most elegant building in America, and few in Europe will 
surpass it. The others are Federal Hall, Custom-House, 
College, Coffee-House, Mechanics' Hall, 'rheatre, Hospi
tal, Prison, Bride,vell. There are seven episcopal churches, 
five presbyterian, two Dutch, tlu·ee methodist, two bap
tist, two quaker meeting-houses, one German, one Lue 
theran, and one French Calvinistic church, one seceder, 
one Scots reformed church, one church each for univer
salists, congregationalists, Moravians, and Africans, an,d 
one Jewish synagogue. 

There are five public markets in the city, of which the 
principal is the Fly-M~rket ; and these are well supplied 
,vith wholesome provisions, vegetables, fruit, and fish ; 
and the prices are generally reasonable. A few of them 
may be quoted. Beef, mutton, and veal, 9 to 12 cents* 

* A dollar exchanges at 4s. 6d. sterling; and a oent is a fraction 
more than a halfpenny. 
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per pound ; a turkey 7 5 ; a goose 62 ; ducks and fowls 
about 25 each ; eggs l4 per dozen ; · butter 22 per lb. ; 
tea-,soachong 75, hyson 125; coffee 20 per lb.; sugar 
12, refined 20. Bread is regulated by flour, which is at' 

. present 8 dollars per barrel.. Fish and fruit plenty and 
cheap. . Madeira wine 2} dollars per gallon ; claret. 3 dollars 
per dozen; brandy, rum, and gin, 1 ! dollars per gallon. 

There are a number of schools in the city, and the col
lege, in which two of the professors are Scotsmen, is 
reckoned a very excellent seminary of education. To the 
north of the city, near Greenwich, stands the state-prison, 
modelled upon the plan of that of Philadelphia; and it is 
said to be one of the most benevolent fostitutions ever 
established in any country. 

The city is' well situated for trade. Having a spacious 
harbour, and easy acces.s to the ocean at all seasons of the 
year, and being in a central situation in the United States, 
it must necessarily always command a large share of the 
foreign trade of the country ; and, having the command 
of Hudson's River, navigable with its branches upwards 
of 200 miles, and the East River,. with Long Island Sound, 
it has a great share of the h1ternal trade of Jersey, of Ver
mont, of Connecticut, of Rhode Island, and of Massachu .. 
setts; besides the whole of the fertile interiqr country, 
which, on the· other hand, furnishes every kind of produce 
and provisions by an easy water carriage, and at a reason
able rate. 

The exports from New York amounted, in 1805,\ to 
23,582,252 dollars, of which 15,484,883 dollars was fo., 
;reign produce. The imports probably amount to up~ 
wru;µs <)f 25,000,000; but it is to be observed, that New 
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York exports and imports a great portiQn of the commo
dities of other states. 

The situation of New York I should reckon very heal .. 
thy ; yet it is sometimes dreadfully affiicted with sickness; 
which circumstance, I am rather inclined to think, arises 
from a defect in the, police, which does not seem to be 
conducted in a manner becoming the wealth and splendour 
of this fine city. The buildings are, in many places, too 
crowded. :Many of the wharves are ill constructed, and 
some of the docks project into the city, especially from 
the East River, to the great annoyance of the inhabitants. 
The common sewers are incomplete, and there is no sup
ply of fresh water to sweeten and purify the streets; but, 
beyond all, they have adopted the system of sinking ne
cessaries, which accumulates such a collection of latent 
filth, that the steams of it are sometimes perceptible at 

two miles distance. 
I soon got well acquainted with New York, and was 

much pleased by the affability and polite deportment of 
the inhabitants. The gentlemen, whom I had occasion to 

see, were mostly . merchants; who are distinguished as men 
of business; and generally so well acquainted with the 
nature of their own trade, that they can tell the value of 
a piece of goods almost as correctly as a Manchester or 
Glasgow manufacturer. The female society are polished 
and well bred. They have not, generally speaking, that 
florid glow of health, for which the Scottish ladies are dis
tinguished; but they are, I think, fully as handsome in 

their persons and features. 
I heard but little politics among those with whom I 

associated, but I observed a good deal in the newspapers, 
and two of th~m were very coarse and scurrilous; They 
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w.exe on different sides of the political question, 'of course, 
and substituted abusive language and personal deda. 
mation for reasoning. When a person looks into a new6-
paper, it is to see the news of the day, of which there is 
generally a summary in the leading paragraph; but, con
trary to every thing I had ever seen before, one of these 
papers began by abusing a cotemporary, and the other re. 
turned the compliment, with interest. I notice this cir. 
cumstance, because it made .a forcible impression upon 
me, and because similar circumstances are often resorted 
to in Britain, to represent the free press in America as in 
the last stage of depravity. A free press is a great national 
blessing ; but, like the best medicines, it becomes a most 
deadly poison by abusing it. An editor of a public paper 
assumes a most important station: in society. His sen
timents spread far, and have a great influence upon the 
public mind. He is responsible for every word he pub~ 
lishes, and it is not enough that he adhere to truth himself; 
he is bound to take care that none other publish falsehood 
through the medium of his paper. A regard to the pub
lic good, also, requires that truth should· be promulgated 
in decent language ; and nothing should be introduced into 
a public paper with which the public have nothing to do. 
\Vhenever the personal feelings of the editor have a ten
dency to violate this rule, they should be immolated on 
the altar of public decorum. 

Party politics is here, as well as in Britain, a noisy 
subject; and the question between the parties not being 
well defined, it is difficult to understand it. From the 
best ~ccount of it which I could procure, the schism seems 
to have taken place about the time of the adoption of the 
federal constitution, which gave rise to very animated dis,. 
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cussions, in which those who were m favour of it were 
~tyled federalists, and those opposed to it anti.federalists. 
It now receives the approbation of the whole community, 
but the distinction of parties continues, under the names 
of federalists and democrats. They equally lay claim to 
the title of repub/icans, and are often styled federal repub
licans and democratic republicans. It was in vain that I 
looked for a satisfactory account of the matter in the Ne._, 
York papers which I had an opportunity of seeing; but I 
observed, in one of them, that the federalists were styled 
the disciples of Washington, and the democrats the sup
porters of Jefferson. I thought I would. discover the dif
ference in the declared opinions of these two eminent cha
racters. I accordingly turned to general Washington's 
Farewel Address, and Mr. Jefferson's Inaugural Speech, 
but the sentiments inculcated in these two papers appeared 
to me to be precisely the same. The one recognizes po
pular government, and recommends union, obedience to 
the laws, religion and morality, and to keep party spirit 
within bounds. The other declares, trot the will of the 
majority, legally expressed, is the law of the land ; and 
recommends harmony and affection, with the free exercise 
Qf reason, of religion, and of the press. Professing to aef 

under these sentiments, it is somewhat singular that there 
should be a difference at all; but, to use the words of one 
of the characters above alluded to, " every difference of 
opinion is not a difierence of principle," and the political 
·question may be considered as essentially different from 
what it is in Britain. In Britain, the question between 
wliig ,md tory is, whether the c;:ontrouling power shall be 
,·ested in the people or in the crown. In America, it is 
v,-hctber it shall be vested in_ this or that set of men .. 
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Havino- merehr ofanced ,at this subiect, I shall dismiss .it 
b J b J 

with a fervent wish for the total extinction of all party spirit, 
the more to be desired in the United States, as party dis'
tinctions are apt to divert the public attention from objects 
of real practical utility, while the difference. in principle 
among good men is. so small, that they should be " all 
republicans, all federalists." 

On the 20th of August, I was introduced to that cele"' 
brated character, Thomas Paine. He was confined in 
New York by a hurt in his leg, and lived in the house"of 
a Mrs. Palmer, widow of the late deistical minister in that 
city. The gentleman who introduced me was well ac
quainted with Mr. Paine, and I was politely received as 
·his friend. Paine was sitting in a small apartment, with 
a number of 1iewspapers before him, and he gave ·one of 
them to my friend to read some paragraphs relative to the 

negociations for peace betwee1i Britain and France. In 
the mean time, I cast my eyes across the table, and, from 
some MSS. Y\-hich lay on it, judged he was writing on 
the subject of religion. The title of one of the pieces was 
singular,. namely, "It is I, Thomas Paine, that speaketh." 
I could only see a word here and tl1ere of what followed; 
but, by the scope of it, I presumed that it was some sort 
of religious creed. I was afterwards informed, that it 
:really was so, and that he intended it shottld be published 
after his death. When my friend had.finished reading the 
newspapers, they entered into conversation, in which Paine 
declared decidedly, that there would be no peace. "Too 
war," he observed, " must inevitably go on till the go~ 
vernment of England felh for it was radically and syste
matically ,vrong, and altogether incompatible ·with the, 

Present state of socictv." I reminded him that there 
' ~ ) 
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was now a whig administration in Britain, who would in
stitute a reform of abuses, cause the constitution to ,be 
acted on in its purity, and probably repair all the mischief 
that had been done by the tory administrations. ·He shook 
his head, 'and said that he knew the English ·govei·n-. 
ment well, and was convinced that no man, or set of inen, 
would ever be able to reform it; the system was wrong, 
and it never would be set right without a . revolution, 
which was as certain as fate, and at no great distance in 
time. 

Finding we differed on this point; I changed the sub
ject, and took notice of a little essay which he had written 
on the yellow fever, which had been published in. the 
newspapers, and attracted considerable attention in the 
southern states. He seemed to be pleased·. with this, and, 
in the course of conversation on the subject, discovered 
a good deal of that literary vanity . of which he has been 
accused; but it must be acknowledged, that this little 
piece contains much valuable information. TJ1e argu
ments are ingenious ; to me, indeed, quite convincing ;. 
m1d I have conversed with some of Mr. Paine's most stre
nuous political opponents, ·who . have viewed them in the 
same light. 

Paine is a slender man, rather tall, and has an uncom
monly penetrating eye. His face is subject to a scorbutic 
eruption, which circumstance has probably contributed to 
propagate the report, that he is habitually intemperate ; 
but I was informed by those who know him well, that it 
is not correct. When he meets with a person of his own 
way of thinking, he will frequently indulge himself to a 

late hour over a glass of toddy ; but seldom carries it to 
excess. His income is but small ; bnt he is in indepen~-

VOL. J, .1 



66 TRAVELS IN 

dent circumstances, having a tract of land, for which he 
could obtain ten thousand dollars. He is pleasant in con .. 
versation, 3!1d speaks very much in the style he writes1 

quite dear and perspicuous. 
The following table will afford an idea of the summer 

weather at New York .. 

August .4. Clear:, temperate, 
5., Rain, do. 
6 .. Clear, warm. 
7,, Do .. do .. 
8 .. Do .. do~ 
!t Do. temperate .. 

10. Cloudy, do,. 
IL Clear, do .. 
12. Cloudy, do .. 
13 .. Do. doo 
14 .. Do. do. 
15., Showers, do., 
16 .. Rain, sultry*. 
17. Cloudyj do. 
18. Clear, pleasant4 
19. Do~ do., 
20. Do. do .. 
2L Do .. warm. 
22e Cloudy, sultry. 
23e Rain, thunder, warm. 
24. Rain, stormy, cold .. 
25. Clear, warm a 

26~ Do. do. 

ff It was only a part of those days marked sultry, that I felt dis;,,· 
treeably ·warm, 
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CHAP'rER IX. 

Long Island sound,-JVewport,-Providence. 

HAVING judged it expedient to make an expedition 
into the New England states, I took a passage on board a 
Providence packet, and we set sail, at four o'clock, on the 
afternoon of the 26th of August. Our company consist ... 
cd of a gentleman and three ladies from N.ew York, two 
ladies and two children from Newport, a baptist preacher, 
a printer, and a Georgian major, I found the major to be 
a singular character, and shall give his history as I learn .. 
ed it. He is a native of Italy, and came to this country 
with the French army, during the American war. At 
the peace he remained in America, married a wife, and be~ 
took himself to merchandize, somewhere about Philadel. 
phia. From thence he removed to Augusta, in Georgia, 
where he has accumulated a large fortune; having five or 
six stores, and is one of the greatest cotton dealers in all 
that country. 

We proceeded up East River with a fine easy breeze~ 
and had a delightful view of the banks on each sidel which 
are well wooded, and adorned with many elegant villas, be
longing chiefly to the merchants of New York. Six 
miles above New York, we passed Hell Gate, a very sin* 
gular passage, about 300 or 4,00 yards in breadth, having 
a ledge of sunken rocks across it in an angular direce 
tion, which occasions many whirlpools and cross currents 
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in the water. These, at certain periods of the tide, make 
a dreadful noise, 'and render a passage impracticable ; but 

at other times the ·water is smooth, and a passage easy. 
Soon after passing Hell Gate, we entered Long Island 

sound and had a fine view. Our company seemed so-' ' ' 

cial, and disposed to be happy. The weather was agreeably 
warm, and we enjoyed ourselves on deck, where we had 

a mpnber. of fine songs, in which a Newport young lady 
exceHed. Towards evening the breeze died away, when 

we :were; about 30 miles from New York. 
,August 27th.. Early this morning ,ve took a fair wind, 

which carried us along at the rate of nine or ten miles an 
hol,lr. The sound widens gradually to the middle, where 
it is about 25 miles broad ; but, the day being clear, we 
had a fine view on both sides of it. On the Connecticut side, 
the· coast is lined. with elegant towns, ad01necl with spires, 
and the view is very pleasing. Our ladies continued to 
charm us with their songs, and the major and.I were much 
diverted by a singular courtship, in which the chief agent 
was a book. 

We observed, that. our. printer paid a good deal of atten. 
tion to the Newport young lady, the .sweet singer. Tak

ing advantage of her taste for poetry and music, he pro
duced his book, and read a sentimental effusion to the 
lady ; and, while she was expressing her approbation, he 
let his .. hand touch her' s, as if by accident. They turned 
over to another piece, and the lady read on, till she came 

to a passage with. which she seemed to be quite delighted. 
"ls'nt that beautiful," said the gentJeman, laying his hand 

gently upon her's. " Beautiful, indeed," exclaimed the 

lady. " I'll show you something,"' said he, " still more 
forcible upon the same. subject: I b,~g you'll be seated, 
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ma'am." The lady was seated. He delivered the book 
with one hand, and, laying hold of her's with the other, 
sat down beside her.-She read on. " This is really 
beautiful," said she. " Most beautiful, indeed," said he, 
and seized this opportunity to put one hand gently round 
her waist, while he helped her to hold the book with the 
other. Thus they went on from piece· to piece, and from 
sentiment to sentiment, to the great vexation of the ma
jor, who was quite chagrined, that the printer should en
gross the lady wholly to himself, and deprive the company 
of her agreeable songs and conversation. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, we approached the 
head of the sound; ,vhere, being near the Connecticut side, 
we had a fine view of New London, appropriately situated 
on a river called the Thames. Nearly opposite to New 
London, we pissed behveen two very small islands, within 
a few yards of each other, and entered a.curious passage, 
called the Race, being the outlet of the sound. There is 
a chain of islands, which runs across this outlet in an an
gular direction, and they consequently confine the wat~r 
into narrow channels, so that the tide, at ebbing and flmv
ing, runs with great violence. We passed it with a light 
breeze, and the current against us? and consequently we 
made but little progress ; but we got out of it, and all 
danger, before dark, and proceeded with a light breeze 
to N e\vport, now about 30 miles distant. On our arrival 
at the entrance of Narraganset bay, I observed a great 
quantity of shipping, principally small craft, and was anx
ious to see this inlet, being esteemed one of the best in 
America; but it was now 11 o'clock, and too dark to 
make observations, so I retired to bed ; and in the mom~ 
ing, found the vessel at th~ wharf in Newport~ 



;o TIU.VELS IN 

NE w po R 1· is situated on the south-west point of Rhode 
Is.land, in latitude 41° 29'. It extends about a mile from 
n{)rth to south, 3:long Narraganset bay, and is about one 
third of a mile in breadth, rising, as it proceeds from the 
wate:r,. by a considerable ascent& The streets cross one 
~mother at right angles, and are all well paved. The num
ber of inhabitants, by the census of 1800, was 6739, and 
the rna:mber of houses is about HOO, chiefly built of 
wood, · and painted ·white~ The public buildings are a 
State-House, Academy, Public Library, four baptist 
churches, two for congregationalists, and one each for 
episcopalians, quakers, l\foravians, and Jews. 

The situation of this city is beautiful, and the salubrity 
of the climate is proverbial, in· consequence of which it 
becomes a great resort for strangers, particularly from the 
southern states, during the surmner season~ It is also 
noted for the e,xcellent supply of provisions in its market, 
particularly of fish, of which there is said to be 50 or 60 
different kinds. The packets which ply between this place 
and New York, and Providence, are of great service to 
the city, and to the public. They are generally under 
excellent regulations, and afford better accommod?-tions 
:and travelling at a cheaper rate than is to be found in 
most places of the world~ The. distance from hence to 
Ne,v York is about 200 miles, which we sailed in little 
mo:re than 30 hours; and the fare, including bed and pro .. 
visions, ,vas only nine dollars. From hence to Providence, 
30 miles, it is one dollar. 

Ne·wport is a farnurable situation for commerce, and 
has one of the most safe and commodious harbours in the 
,vorld~ On the opposite side of the harbour is Goat Isl
anc\ on which there is a fort and military station. The 
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trade of Newport is principaily in shipping ; and there is 
a manufactory of cotton, and one of duck 1 both of which. 
are said to be in a thriving state-

I took a 'walk round the town with tbe major, who-w~s 
well acquainted 'With it; and from the heights above it ,ve 
had some fine views. After breakfast, we went on board 

the packet for Providence~ 
At half past 9 o'clock we got under weigh, but the,_wind 

being right ahead, we made little progress. The day how
ever was fine, and the company agreeable ; and, being in 

no particular hurry, we enjoyed ourselves very much, sail,, 
ing up this delightful bay~ We had all our former con1-
pany, except one of the ladies of Newport and, her chil~ 
dren. The other had also intended to stop at Neurport; 
but our printer had exerted his eloquence so effectually as 
to induce her to go to Providence, to see a friend, with 
whom she was to live during commencement. Having 
heard this term frequently made use of., I inquired into the 
meaning of it ; and was infonn:d that it is a public day, held 
at college, previous to the vacation, on which the students 
deliver their orations and receive their degrees; and it con
chides with a ball, to which all the young ladies, for many 
miles round, are invited. 

After proceeding a few miles, I found we had a state~ 
roo~ full of ladies in addition to our former companyo 
One of them came out to take the air. She was a taH 
elegant girl, about 16 years of age, with a complexion and 
features uncommonly beautiful. The major and I guess~ 
ed that she would immediately attract our printer's notice" 
\'Ve guessed right, for while we were yet speaking, we saw 

him pull out his book, and make up to her. She wa~ 
standing beside the object of his first regard, whom he now 
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turned his back upon; and, under pretence of showing 
the fine sentimental pieces in the book, went through the 
whole cen~mony of touching hands, and so forth. Our 
major was astonished, and wondered what could be about 
the man that he charmed the ladies so, for he was by no 
means handsome. One of our company, remarked that 
there was an herb in nature, called valerian, which· had 
the remarkable quality of charming the feline tribe ; a..'1.d 
perhaps there might be some herb which produced a simi~ 
lar effect upon young women, and that the printer must 
be in possession of it ; for he could account for his re~ 
markable success in no other way. The major swore (he 
was a sad swearer) that this must be the true soluti01~, and 
wondered if any such herbs were to be found in Georgia, 
as he would purchase them at any expence. But it ap~ 
peared that this theory could not be altogether correct, for 
a small quantity of valerian will charm as many cats as a 
room will hold, whereas it appeared the printer could only 
charm one young lady at a ti1ne. The Newport lady, per-

. ceiving his attention to the stranger, ·withdrew from him, 
and we enjoyed part of her agreeable conversation, during 
the remainder of the passage. He was but short-sighted 
in the exchange; for this lady, though not so beautiful as 
the other, had a grmt deal more animation, which render
ed her more interesting; and she was possessed of a great 
deal of good sense. We had a number of fine songs and 
stories, and the day passed away most agreeably. 

Narraganset bay, up which we sailed, is 33 miles in 
length, from south to north, and, to-wards Newport, about 
12 miles in breadth, including the islands which it embo
soms, of which the principal are, Rhode Island, Canonicut, 
Prudence, Patience, Hope, Dyer's, and Hog Island. It 
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receives.· the ,~,aters of Providence, Taunton, and Patuxet 
rivers; and contains five harbours, besides those of Ne,v~ 
port and· Providence. Its banks are clad with settlements, 
and there are a number of pretty little towns, the view of 
which, from the water, has a fine effect. 

At 6 o'clock ,ve reached Providence, where we saw a 
good deal of shipping, and I ,vas surprised to find a ves~ 
sel there of upwards of 900 tons burden. I was informed 
that she was in the East India trade, of which there is a 
considerable share at this port~ and that there would be a 
sale of India goods next day. 

The major, who had often travelled this .. way, conducted 
me to a boarding-house, where having engaged lodgings, 
we went out to take a view of the tmvn, with which he 
was well acqtiainted. The ground rises to a coosiderable 
elevation above the to,vn, from\.vhence we had a fine view; 
and we returned to our lodgings highly pleased with the 
excursions of this day. 

PRovinENcE is beautifully situated on the head of 
N arraganset bay, and is divided into two parts by the 
Providence river, over which there is a· good bridge, 
with a draw in it, to allow vessels .to pass. The west 
side of the town is low, but the east side rises, by a rapid 
ascent, to a considerable elevation. The number of inha~ 
bitants, in 1800, was 7614, and they ate rapidly increas
ing-~. The public buildings are, a court-house, market-_ 
house, a public school-house, a baptist meeting-house, 
a quaker meeting-house, and three congregational church
es. There is an extensive college situated on the hill, a,nd. 
commanding a fine view of the town, bay, shipping, and 
country for many miles round. The building is of brick, 

* By the census of 181 o, they are 101071. 

Y01. I. K 
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with a slated roof, 150 feet long, 46 wide, and four stoe 
ries high; ~d contains lodgings for upward.s of 100 stu-, 
dents. It has a valuable philosophical apparatus, · and a 
library containing upwards of 3000 volumes. 

Providence has a pretty extensive shipping trade, and 
several manufactories are established in the town and 
neighbourhood, which are said to be in a thriving state. 

Being now about to leave this little interesting state, I 
shall devote a chapter exclusively to a geographical des7 
cription of it, wh.ich plan I intend to follow in the course of 
my travels. For the necessary information on this branch, 
as well as the· description of cities, towns, and rivers, I 
must be indebted, in a great measure, to the researches 
of those who have gone before me ; but I shall arrange 
the subject on a new plan, which may admit of conside
rable variety, and have the. beneficial effect of maturing my 
own judgment on American geography. 

To American manners and education I shall pay a little 
extra attention, because· I begin to find that I have been 
l~bouring under. considerable prejudices concerning them. 
It is very common for the natives of Britain to set up 
their own country as the model of all perfection, and to 
doubt the existence of equal advantages any where else, 
~d to no country has that doubt been more extended 
than to the United States of America. It is really sur
prising to see, that, notwithstanding the great intercourse 
between the two countries, there should be so much igno
rance, or rather misinformation, in Britain, re()'arding Ame-

• b 
nca ; and it is to this circumstance that I attribute my 
o,vn prejudices, for as to what are called natural prejudi
ces, I disclaim them. I have no wish to see things other
·n-ise than as they are; and I am very glad to observe 
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that this people have a polish of manners, and speak a 
style of language, which must be the result of education, 
at least equal to what exists in Britain. And this does not 
appear to be confined to the sea-port towns : the country, 
in this quarter, is thickly settled with, a civilized, industri:, .. 
ous people. . 
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CHAPTER X. 

Rhode lslmzcl. 

RHODE ISLAND is situated between 41° 22' and 42° 
north latitude, and 5° and 5° 50' 'east longitude*, being 
45 miks in l~ngth, and 43 in breadth, and contains 1548-, 
square miles, or 990,720 acres. 

Th~ face of the country is agreeably uneven, some 
places being hilly, but not mountainous. Narraganset, 
already mentioned, is the principal bay. The rivers all 
flow into this bay, and have been already noticed. 

Iron ore is found in great plenty, and the state abounds 
with fonestone and marble. Some copper ore -and load, 
stone have also been found ; ,md there are several mineral 
spring&, but of no great importance. 

The soil is various, and a great part of it good, though 
better adapted for grazing than for grain. 

The climate is salubrious and healthy ; but the winters 
are sometimes long and severe, commencing in, November, 
and ending in March or April. There is a very short 
spring, but the summer and autumn are delightful. Vol~ 
ney remarks on this subject, " Vv ere I obliged to select 

* I have adopted the American mode of making vVashington the 
-first meridian. It accords best with the map, and is c.1.lculated to 
give a heM:er idea of the relative situation of the different places in 
the country than the meridian of London, 
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the most favourable · spot in America as the place of my 
abode, my choice would fall upon tl1e southern point of 
Rhode Island." 

The first ·settlement was commenced in the year 1636, 

by Roger Williams, a banished clergyman from Massa
C'husetts_; and the. state was chiefly peopled by emigra
tions from that country. · In 1663, a charter was obtained 
from Charles II, which is the basis of the present consti
tution. The country suffered greatly durfog the revolu
tionary war ; but it is now in a thriving stat~, increasing 
in population and wealth. It sends two senators and· two 
representatives to congress*. 

The state is divided into five counties and thirty town
ships, and the inhabitants amount to 69,122t, including 
380 slaves, being about 45 to the square mile. 

:The country is well improved, · abounding with towns, 
villages, and farm .. houses. The chief towns are Provi
dence and Newport, already mentioned. The other_s- are 
South Kingston, situated on the west side of Narraganset 
Bay, nearly opposite Newport, and contains 3000 inhabi
tants. Bristol is pleasantly situated on the bay, about half 
way between Providence and Newport, and contains 1678 

inhabitants. It· has a little shipping trade. Warren is a 
flourishing little town, containing about 1600 inhabitants.· 
.Jt is on the west side of the -bay, on the Warren River, 
and carries on a brisk coasting and foreign trade. Little 
Compton, East Greenwich, and ComJJton, are also growing 

* Representatives are sent to cong;ress according to the popula~ 
tion, one for every 33,000: Each state sends two senators. 

t The number of inhabitants i:; IJy the census of 1800, unless 
where otherwise expre_sscd. 
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towns. The state .is, supplied with . good. roads and 
bridges, some of which have been constructed on an in .. 
genious plan, and at great expence. No canals have yet 

been made, b1at sever~l are projected. 
The farms are generally well cultivated, and produce 

Indian corn, rye, barley, bats, .wheat ( though not enough 
for home consumption), fruits in great abundance, and 

culinary vegetables. Butter, cheese, and cyder are made 
in great quantity, and of a superior quality. 

The manufactures are cotton and linen goods, bar and 
sheet iron, steel, nails, anchors and other iron work for 
shipping, sail-cloth, paper, rum, &c. Th~ cotton manu
facture is extending ; and I was informed that some of 
those engaged in it were doing well ; but it is yet in its 
infancy, and, being subject to a competition with the or

ganized manufactures qf Britain, it must be attended with 
a considerable degree of inconvenience, and perhaps some 
risk. 

This state is very favourably situated for commerce, of 
which it has a large share. The e.xports are grain, flax
seed, lumber, horses, cattle, beef, pork, fish,. poultry, 
onions, bl1tter, cheese, ~pirits, and cotton and,lipe)1 goods. 
The value of exports is about 1,000,000 dollars annually. 
The imp9rts are European and India manufactures, West 
India pr~duce, and logwood. 

The inhabitants of the country are generally proprietors 
of the farms they cultivate, and, having no landlord to make 
their boo to, nor rent to pay, they must be independent. 
The inhabitants of the towns are merchants, manufacturers, 
mechanics, seamen, arid fishermen. The lands are not 
entailed, and hence there is no aristocracy ; but indepen.· 
dence is easily attained by labour. There is Im distinb-
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tion made on account of religious ' opinions ; but every 
man worships God in any way his conscience dictates, 
without interfering with his civil rights. There are seve-

. ral benevolent and useful -societies in · the state, among 
which may be noticed one for the " abolition of the slave
trade, and for the improvement of the African race." The 
state of education is said to be considerably behind that · 
of the other New England states, but is improving. The 
chief seminary is the college at Providence, already men
tioned, and there is an academy at Newport under good 
regulations, besides various seminaries throughout the 
state. 

The state legislature consists of a governor, deputy go~ 
vemor, ten senators, aq.d a representative _from each town
ship. They are chosen by the people twice every year, 
and they hold two sessions annually. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Providence,-Dedham,-Boston. 

THERE is a rule in travelling this, road, that if, on the 

· arrival of the packet, there are three passengers going on 
to Boston, the stage is bound · to go with them at any 
hotJ.r. There were four of us who agreed to go ~t 5 

o'clock in the morning, and we constituted the major 
master of the ce~emonies, to make the necessary arrange
ment with the landlord. vVe accordingly rose very early 
to take our places., but, lo! after waiting a full haJf hour,, 
there was ho stage to be seen, anq. the major began to sus
pect the landlord of insincerity. By-and-by he lost all 
patience, and began to swear most bitterly. He went in 
search of the landlord, but there was no landlord to be 
seen; nor, indeed, any of the domestics. However, it 
was impossible that they could be long proof against the 
effect of the major's lungs, for he bellowed forth the most 
dreadful oaths and imprecations that I ever heard; and 

soon alarmed the servants, but they could not. satisfy the 
major, who 

"Roar'd a horrid murdershout, 
In dreadful desperation" 

for the landlord, who at last mad~ his appearance, and the 
major, vvith a thundering menace, demanded where the 
·.Stage was. He rubbed his eyes, and was going to make 
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a reply, but he had not time, for the major held forth 
fully half an hour in a strain of eloquence, peculiar to 
gentlemen of the sea or the sword, and which could 
hardly find a parallel in the cursGs wherewithal Dr. Slop 
cursed Obadiah, on the day in which he tied the knots on 
his instrument bag. At last the storm abated a little, and 
the landlord got leave to speak ; but he only made matters 
worse, for he blundered out that the stage would not go 
before 8 o'clock. The laudlord had, in truth, attempted 
to jockey us. An additional company was to go at 8 

o'clock, and he and the stage-owner, betwe~n whon'l there 
was a collusion, thought that, notwithstanding the agree.;. 
ment with us, the stage could easily accommodate both ; 
and a few hours, in point of time, was immaterial. But 
oh for the pencil of a Hogarth to delineate the features of 
the major, when this fact came out 1 Mercy on us! how· 
he did fume and rage, and stamp and curse ! At last he 
made a spring toward the landlord, and, shaking his cane 
over his· head, ~wore if he did not bring the stage immedi
ately, he 'Yould have satisfaction out of his bones. The 
landlord got alarmed, and ran as if the devil had been in 
pursuit of him, and the major, having spent his rage, 
stood mute. The landlord had not been long gone, before 
a gentleman came up to the house, and asked if we vvere 
going to Boston, and, on being answered in the affirma .. 
tive, he told us that he had a new stage, which he would 
start instantly, provided there were three passengers.· This 
was most delightful news for the major, who told him \\re 

would go,. provided the stage was brought in ten minutes, 
so as to disappoint the landlord. An elegant new stage,. 
with good horses, drew up before the door in a few mi
nutes, and, having paid a very moderate bill to the landlady,. 

VOL, I. 
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who, the major observed, was the better man ef _the two; 
we got into the carriage. While we were seatmg oure 
selves, up came the landlord with the other stage, and the 
major detained us a few minutes to get a parting word 
with him. " Now, you rascal," says he, "you thought 
to play a Yankee trick upon me; but tl;iis is diamond 
cut diamond for you ! " The landlord began to enter a 
complaint against us for leaving the stage, but he was 
stopped short by the major, who exclaimed, " Oh! you 
tascal, I delight in disappointing you. I would not for a 
thousand-ay, not for ten thousand dollars, have wanted 
this satisfaction. I know . money will procure any thing, 
and I haye got more than ever you saw, you .vagabond/' 
So .say111g, he ordered the driver to proceed. 

VVe travelled but slowly, owing. to the road being very 
bad. We learned that the people · pf Massachusetts had 
-offered to extend the turnpike to Providence, but the peo. 
ple of this state would not agree to it, and tl:ms the road 
remained almost impassable. The morning was hazy, so 
that we could see but little of th~ country ; but it appear~ 
ed to be indifferently cultivated. We saw· great quanti
ties of fruit by the way side, and several waggons, loaded 
with apples, were on their way to Providence. 

The salutation which the major gave the landlord occa .. 
sioned a good deal of ~erriment, and one of our company 
observed, that he could put him upon a plan of swearing 
by rule, by which means he· could . save him a great deal 
of trouble, and wear and tear of conscience, in coining 
oaths. He accordingly produced the anathema of Er
nulphus, recorded in the Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy, which he read aloud, to the great astonishment of 
the major, and diversion of the company. 
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About four miles from Providence, we passed Patucket 
river, and entered into the state of Massachusetts. Here 
there are very handsome falls, ~mcl a little to-wn called Pa
tucket, in' lvhich there is a thriving manufactory of cotton 
yarn and goods. The spinning ·works are said to be on 
the most approved principle, and there are several looms 
going by machinery. 

We were informed that the cotton trade had been intro
duced here by a gentleman from England,' a pupil of Ark
wright, who had been very successful; that other people 
were follnwing his example, and that this branch was like
ly to increa~e, to a great extent, in this district. I doubt
ed the power of the people here to become competitors 
with the manufacturers of England ; but I learned that they 
confine themselves pretty much to coarse goods, and arti
cles of the ·first necessity ; and on turning the whole infor -
ination, relative to the subject, in my mind, I found that 
they had such a number of circumstances in their favour, 
as were sufficient to balance, if not to overcome, the disad
vantages. The principal disadvantage is the high wages 
which must be paid to the workmen, and it is supposed 
that the people have a predilection for agriculture, which 
has a tendency to prevent them from settling at sedentary 
,employments. This last circumstance is the popular op1-
nion in Britain, and I was impressed with its reality my .. 
self; but after looking round me· in this country, I rather 
think that it is more specious than solid, for I find there is 
no Yi·[mt of masons, carpenters, smiths, tanners, shoema= 
kers, hatters, taylors, and other mechanics, none of which 
are agricultural employments. All these and other 
branches are organized and practised with persevering in
dustry, because the profits resulting from them are equal 
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to those resulting from agriculture; and other branches 
-rrill be subject to the same rule. In every community 
there are a o-reat number of the members who are better 

b ) 

adapted for labour in the house than in the field, and the 
force of this remark is peculiarly applicable to the cotton 
trade, in which a large portion of the labour is performed 
by machinery, and. the remainder principally by women 
and children. But all labour is better paid for in Ame~ 
rica than in Britain. The proportion is probably two to 
one; and if the cotton trade will afford this advance to the 
labourers, it will bear a competition with similar mahufac~ 
tures of Britain, and prosper-not else. 

The most. striking circumstance in favour of the cotton 
manufacturers is the cheapness of the raw material, which 
is the produce of the United States. They manufacture here 
principally upland cotton, and the price, including carriage 
to this place, is about 20 cents per pound* ; being about 
12 cents lmver than they can possibly have it in Bri~ 
tain. The next circllmstance is the heavy charges to 
which British manufactured goods are subject before they 
come into the Am~rican market. These may be :reckon:. 
ed at least equal to 45 per cent. : namely, carriage, insur;. 
ance, and shipping charges 5 per cent., American duties 
16} per cent., importer's profit 10 per cent., American 
merchant's profit and contingencies 14{ per cent. 

Now, suppose 100 lbs. of cotton to be manufactured 
into cloth, of a · fabric that will sell at about one shilling 
sterling in Britain, the number of yards will be about 300; 
and by, producing this in the American market, subject to 
these different charges, it will afford a data whereby we 
may calculate the price that can be afforded to the manu~ 

_* It is now (1812) only 12 or 13 cents. 
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facturer in America ; and from thence we may determine 
the probable increase of the cotton manufacture. It is to 
be observed that the demand for cotton goods in America 
is immense, and there is no material competition except 
with British manufactures. 

100 lbs of cotton purchased in the southern 
states of America, at 18 cts., is in sterling £ 4 I 

Shipping charges, freight, and merchant's 
pro~t, at 3d. per ,pound 1 5 

British duty 1 6 8 

Nearly 16d. per pound £· 6 12 8 

300 yds. of cloth at ls. per yd. is £ 15 

Leaving for the various branches of manu-
facture £ 8 7 4 

-----· 
This cloth sent to America, costs in Britain £ 15 
Charges before enumerated, 45 per cent-. £ 6 15 

£ 21 15 

Suppose the same fabric manufactured in America. 
The cotton costs, in the southern states, at 

18 cents per pound £ 18 
Carriage and charges, at 2 cents per pouhd 2 

Price of raw material £ 20 

Value of similar cloth imported from Bri-
tain £ 21 15, is 96 57 
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Leaving for the various branches ,of ma.nu-' 
factme .S 7$ 57 

Or sterling £ ·16 4 7 
Being nearly double the price paid ·to the British· manu .. 

facturer. 
It will be observed too, by this calculation, that the cot-

ton is taken at its extreme height, and for every cent that 
it falls, the proportional advantage to the American manu
facturer is increased; because a great part of the difference 
consists in duties and charges, vvhich are not materially 
~ffected by the fall., 

It is my opinion, upon the wbole, that the cotton manu
facture will increase in America ; and that it holds out a 
very good inducement for men of capital to embark in it. 

vVe were now in the state of Massachusetts and had an 
excellent turnpike road, but being recently cut through 
a new country, vve had no great variety of scenery. The 
face of the country was agreeably uneven, but the land 
rather poor and stony. Twelve miles from Providence · 
we stopped at the house of a colonel Hatch, the proprietor 
of the stage, ,vho was along with us. The house is new 
and commodious, and we got an excellent breakfast, 
charge 50 cents. 

From hence we travelled 22 miles to Dedham. The 
country, from the reason already stated, is but thinly settled 
by the rqad side. The face of the country is agreeably 
uneven, and we had many fine distant views. The road
side abounds· with fruit, of which the traveller may gather 
as much as he pleases. Towards Dedham the country 
improves, and the inhhbitants appeared healthy, and i11 
comfortable circumstances. 
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DE n HAM is a handsome little viilage, eleven· miles 
from Boston, consist~ng of between 3 and 400 houses, 
and containing about 1500 inhabitants. The houses · are 
mostly built of wood, and painted white. The public 
buildings are a court-house, three congregational churches, 
and an episcopal church. There are several grist and 
saw-mills in the neighbourhood; and the inhabitants 
carry on a considerable manufacture of :;;hoes and wire
work. 

From hence to Boston, the road goes ,through a beauti ... 
ful country, abounding with villas and well-cultivated farms; 
and at a distance to the eastward are high lands approach
ing nearly to mountains. '1Vherever I turned my eyes, I 
was delighted with the view; and being, like the Vicar of 

Wakefield, " an admirer of happy faces," I was amply 
gratified by the appearance of the inhabitants, who were 
cleanly, industrious, and contented. The female part of 
the community, in particular, appeared to great advantage, 
having a glow of health, an air of ch~erfulne~s, and a 
cleanliness of aspect, that I have not seen surpassed. 

The country continued to improve as -r.ve proceeded to
wards Boston, in the immediate neighbourhood of which 
the buildings and pleasure-grounds are uncommonly ele
gant. We entered the town by the curious passage called 
the Neck, and drove up to the house of a Mr. Chappotin, 
in Summer.street, which we reached just in time for din
ner. On entering the public room, I found about tv;renty 
gentlemen at the dinner-t1ble, and I seated mysdf beside 
an elderly gentleman, in a strange dress, with a long beard~ 
who I afterwards learned was the Tunisian ambas&"ldor" 
After dirmer, I took a v-ralk round the to·Nn with the mb:-
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jor, who vVtl.S well acquainted with it; called upon my 
fellow-passenger in the ,v anington~ Mr. Ballard, ,vho ·was 

glad to see me; and spent the evening at the boarding

house, ll).Uch pleased with the excursions of the day. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Boston,-Salem. 

BosTON is built on a peniI~sula, at the head of Mas
sachusetts Bay, in north latitude 4,2°- 23'. It is at one 
place two miles long, but the broadest part is not quite half 
a mile. A great part of the town lies low along the bay; 
but the ground rises to a considerable elevation in the 
middle, where the State-House is built, which gives it a 
very ;handsome appearanee at a distance. The town par.., 
takes of the nature of the old towns in England, and is 
irregularly built, many of the streets being _crooked and 
narrow; but the more .modern part is regular, and the 
streets broad and well paved. The stree~s, lanes, and alleys 
amount to above 150; and there are five pt1blic squares; 
but. none of them are of great extent, except the Mall, 
which· is a very elegant piece of public ground, in front 
of the State-House. 

The number of dwelling-houses is above 3500, and, by 
the census of 1800, the inhabitants were 24,937; from the 
increase that has since taken place, it is presumed that the 
number is now upwards of 30,000*. The greater part of 
the houses are built of brick, and many of them are spa .. 
cious and elegant. 

* By the census of 1810 they were 33,250. 

VOL. I. M 
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The public buildings are the State-House, Court-House, 
Jail, Concert-Hall, Faneuil-;Hall, Alms-House, Work~ 
House, and Bridewell; the Museum, Library, Theatre, 
and nine congregational, three episcopal, and two baptist 
churches, with one e,ach for Roman catholics, ·methodists, 
and universalists~ The public buildings are in general 
very handsome, and the greater part of the churches are 

ornamented with spires. 
The markets of Boston are well supplied with every 

kind of country provisions, fruit, and fish. The prices 
are not, materially different from those of New York. 
Flour is generally a little higher ; but cod-.fish, which is 
the universal Saturday di1-mer, is lower. 

Boston is well situated for foreign commerce, .. of which 
it has a very large share. The harbour is spacious~ ~nd 
is capable of .containing.··. 500 sail: of vessels~ There are 
many whar.ve~:constructed, of ,vhich the most remar:k~ble 
is Long Wharf, extending into the bay upwards of 1700 
feet· The :number of· vessels. that enter and dear out an
nually is 'imin~nse,. carrying on a trade to Europe, the 
East .and, West Indies, and China, . ·besides a very exten
sive ·coastin~3trade~ · The exports annually from this port 
probably amount to upwards of 8,000,000 dollars .. _ The 
pTincipal manufactures are of iron, leather, paper., and 
glass, '. which are brought to great maturity in all the: va
rious branches ; · besides which, they have thriving manu
factories · of hats, sail-cloth, cards, soap and candles, refined 
sugar, spermaceti, ashes, &c. There are ten distilleries, 
two bre,ver~es, eight sugar-houses, and several rope-walks 
in and about the. town ; but one of the most important 
branches is ship-building,, and the Bostonians seein gene
rally more attached to the shipping tr:ade than any other 
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branch. There . are in' Boston three inc9rporated banks, 
besides a branch of the United States' Bank, whose joint 
capitals amount to upwards of 3,000,000 dollars, and 
there are three or four insurance-offices, with capitals of 
3 or 400,000 dollars each. 

There are a number of public societies; .in., Boston, 
among ,vhich may be mentioned the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Boston Library Society*, Agricultural Society, Mechanic 
Socie'ty, Marine Society, Charitable Fire Society, Humane 
Society, Medical S0ciet3~, Di~pens<;1ry, and the Female 
Asylum. Public education is on an excellent footing. 
There are eight or nine public schools, ·supported at the 
expence of the town, which are accessible to all the mem
bers of the community, free of expence. They are ma-
11aged by a committee of twenty-one gentlemen, chosen 
annually, and are under good regulations. Besides these, 
there are a number of private seminaries, at which all the 
various branches of education are taught ; and, upon the 
whole, I believe Boston may challenge a competition on 
this branch with any city in Europe, Edinburgh, in Scot~ 
land, perha,ps, excepted. 

The fruits of this attention to the improvement of the 
111ind, and the cultivation of the benevolent affections, are 
very apparent in the deportment of the citizens of Boston, 
,vho are intelligent, sober, and industrious; and, though 
much attached to the subject of religion, they are more 
liberal, generally speaking, than any people I ·have yet 
been amongst. The ladies of Boston are generally hand-. 
some, with fine complexions ; and, judging from the 

* An Athena;um has since been established, and is probal~ly tLH~ · 

most elegaut literary institution in America. 
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sample which I saw, they have'a richness of intellect, and 
a cheerfulness of deportment, that makes them truly inte
resting. Altogether, Bost~n is really a fine place. It 
was here that the revolution· originated, which terminated 
i11, the independence of America ; and the town is justly 
celebrated as being the birth-place of that great luminary 
in literature and science, Dr .. Franklin. 

During my stay in Boston, which ,vas only a few d~ys, 

I went to a number of the public places; .among .others, 
the State-House, , from whence there is a most· ·ffegant 
view of the town, bay, shipping, neck, bridges, and· the 
whole country round, to the distance of from twelve to 
fifteen miles, in each direction, presenting most picturesque 
scenery, including a number of elegant villages. In one 
direction, you can see twenty miles out at sea, and in ·a1:io
ther ,. a mountain, said to be distant sixty miles. 

The bridges of Boston merit particular attention, being 
works of great extent and utility, and constructed at a vast 
expence ; a proof of the sagacity and persevering industry 
of this people. West Boston Bridge is upwards of 3000 
feet long, and a causeway is connected with it 3000 more, 
connecting Boston with Cambridge. Charles River 
Bridge is 1500 feet long, and Malden Bridge is upwards 
of 2400 feet long. They are all built of wood, and have 
<lra\vs in the middle. The toll is reasonable. Long 
Wharf has already been noticed. The Museum contains 
a, very good collecti.on of natural and artificial curiosities. 

Tt1esday, September 2d, at 8 o'clock in the morning, 
I set. out by the stage for Salem, distant about seventeen 
miles. After crossing by Charles River Bridge, already 
noticed, we passed through Charlestown, a handsome town, 
which is only separated from Boston by. Charles· River. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 93 

It contains about sooo inhal;>itants, and has two places of 
public worship.' . The United States have a navy-yard and 
mc\fine . hospital here, ahd, towards the west encl of the 

· town, close by the rivet side, is the State-Prison, on the 
same principle as those .. at. Philadelphia. and New York, 
and· said to be~ imder excellent management. At the 
north slde of the. town is; ~unker's Hil~, celeqrated in the 
history .. of the American revolution. 

L·eavihg Chai~lestown, and travelling little more than a 
milet,. by the s~a-~~ast, we -arri~ed at Mystic River, which 
we·:pqs.sed. by a bridge· 2420 feet long, and constructed 
upbn the· same principle ~s those already mentioned. 

· About four miles from the1i.ce, we passed an extensive 
·. swamp, ,vhere we. were assailed by musquetoes of a very 
large size. At: the farther end of the swamp we passed a 
floating bridge, and a little after, ascending the bank, we 
arrived at Lynn, where we stopped to change horses, at a 
very elegant tavern. Lynn is a pretty little town, remark
able for its extensive manufacture of shoes. From thence 

·· we travelled to Salem, about seven miles, through a very 
rugged, st(?ny country~ but by an excellent turnpike road, 
made, I was informed, mostly by Irishmen. I may here 
take occasion to remark, that the Irish emigrants ~e ex. 
ceedingly useful in this country, and a great portion of 
the most rugged labour in it is performed by them. The 
lower orders of the Irish are generally strong, robust men, 
without money, and with a very slender education. Hence 
they are generally unfit for any kind of mercantile employ
ment, and those who have not learned some mechanical 
profession get employment in various branches of labour, 
for which they are well adapted; and, getting good wages, 
they soon become independent and happy. Hence the 
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Irish are remarkable for their attachment to the American 
government, while many other foreigners, particularly those 
engaged in commerce, are discOI}tented and fretful. 

· The ~orning was damp and hazy, so· that the view of 
the countr.y was not very agreeable, and it was with regret 
that I observed it began to rain just as I entered my place 
of destination. 

SALEM i~, next to Boston, the largest town in Massa-. 
chusetts, and one of the earliest settled in the state. . It is 
situated on a peni~sula f~rmed by two branches of the 
sea, called North and South Rivers, and consists of about 
1500. houses, and contained, in 1800, 9547 inhabitants. 
The houses are built partly of wood, and partly of brick ; 
and. many of them are uncbrnmonly elegant. The princi .. 
pal public buildings are a court-house, five congregational 
churches, and one each for quakers and episcopalians. Sa
lem carries on a very e'xtensive shipping trade, more bu-· 
siness being done here in that line than in any town in the 
New England states, Boston excepted. There is a ship-. 
yard in 1Salem, and a considerable manufactory, of sail
cloth. A bank has been long established. The inhabi-
. tants are said to be industrioµs and frugal, a,nd the ap
pearance of the town indicates a considerable accumulation 
of wealth. 

On my arrival, I went to see the wharves and shipping, 
which are very extensive. Salem is remarkable as being 
the residence of Mr. Gray, reputed the greatest ship-owner 
in America, having a vast number of square-rigged ves
sels, many of which are in the India trade. One of tl1ese 
vessels was coming into port while I stood on the wharf, 
and it appeared it would be with considerable difficulty 
she \Yould get into the hm·bour, the entrance being very 
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shallow ; and I was informed, that, in consequence of this 
circumstance, Mr. Gray was about to remove to Boston_. 

On my return to the Coffee-House, I found the foll9w

i,ng sentiment in one of the Salem newspapers : " There 
is reason to fear that a peace will at length be concluded 
between France and Britain; and if that unfortunately ·be 
the case, the independence of the latter is gone for ever, 
and we may soon look for an attack upon the liberties of 
America.'? In· the coutse ·-of ·IDY· travels through the 
United States, I have frequently heard similar sentiments, 
principally from those professing the greatest regard for 
Britain ; but I must say, that they appear to me to be 
very incorrect. I grant it is better for Britain, or any 
other nation, to continue in a state of war, than to make a 

• dishonourable peace, or to submit to have their rights in--
fringed by their neighbours ; but the sentiment in question, 
unqualified as it is, seems to breathe a wish for eternal 
wm._ It expresses a dread of Britain making peace at all, 
and considers war and independence so intimately allied, 
that the one cannot be given up without the other. But, 
in my opinion, the greatest curse that ever befel Britain is 
the present war-one of the greatest blessings to that 
country would be an honourable and lasting peace. As 
to the supposed attack upon the liberties of America, I 
think it p~oceeds upon a very incorrect view of the sub
ject, and implies an idea highly derogatory to the Ameri
can character. It is perfectly obvious to me, from what 
I have seen in this country, that the Americans could 
maintain their liberties against the whole world combined, 

and no single nation, however powerful, would be mad 
enough to make an attack, which would infallibly end in 
disa'Ster and disgrace. America contains upw·ards of six 
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millions of free people, and, if invaded, could, at a short 
notice, turn out a million of fighting men. This fact is 
well known in Europe, and would, of course, enter into 
the calculation of any general who would plan an attack 
upon the country. He could not hope for success with
out, at least, an equal number ; and we may safely pre
sume, that such an army will never be sent three thou
sand miles, on an expedition, which, though successful, 
would not pay one thousandth part of the expence. _ -

The afternoon continued wet, and rather cold. I .re
turned to Boston in the evening by the_ stage. 
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CHAPTER Xlll. 

New Hampshire., 

BEING at the extremity of -my journey to the north
eastward, and in the metropolis of the New England states, 

I shall, before leaving it, take a view of the states of New· 

Hampshire and V ermonte 

NE"V HAMPSHIRE 

Is situated betwee1i 42° 42' and 45° 13' north latitude, 
and 4° 23' ·and 6° 10' east longitude. Its greatest length is 
182, and :its greatest breadth 92 miles. Its area is 9491 
square miles, containing 6,0.7 4,240 acres. 
. The state has 'abont 15 miles. of sea.;.coast, from whence 
it extends in breadth, and is generally level towards the 
sea, rising gradually from 20 to 30 miles, when the moun
tains commence, and these are more lofty than in any 
other part of the United States; the White Mountains being 
visible 30 miles out at sea, and computed by Dr. Bel
knap at 10,000 feet, by Mr. "\Villiarns at 7800. There 
arc large and rich valleys among the mountains, and a 
number of level plains along Connecticut river. There 
are several lakes in the state, but none of any great im .. 
portance, except l/Tinnipiseogee, near the centre, 24 miles 
long, and of unequal breadth, from 3 to 12 miles. · It rs 

VOL. I. 
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full of islands, and, being navigable in summer, and frozen 
over in '1vinter, it proves a considerable convenience to 
that part of the country. The principal river is Cohnecd 
ticut, which is the boundary line between this state and 
Vermont. The Piscataqua is the boundary line, for a lite 
tle way, between this state and the district o!Maine; and 

forms the harbour for th'=' only shipping port in New Hamp
shire. There is a singular curiosity in the state called the 
Notch, which is a pass through the mountains, at one 
place ot1ly 22 feet wide, and, being bounded by rocks, al
most perpendicular, and of· great height, . presents: a scene 
strikingly picturesque. 

The minerals quoted are ochres, isinglass, chrystals, 
sulphur, free-stone, lead, black-lead, ai1d copper; but the 
most valuable is iron, which is found in many !)laces, and 
is wrought in considerable quantities. 

Tp.e. soil, near the sea-coast, is, in some places, sandy, 
but: near the banks of rivers generally good, as is likewise · 
the· cas~ in the valleys among the mountains. The, moun-. 
tains are, many of them, rocky and barren, but· others are 
fertile on the brows, and nearly all are covered ~vith 
timber. 

The_ climate is healthy, but the winters are long and 
severe,· and there are great extremes of heat and cold. Mr~ 
Belknap has observed the ther~ometer at 18° below 0(\ 
and in summer it hc:1s rise11 to nearly 100° ; the p.verage is 
about 48: or 50°. Snow lies on the ground from three to 
four months, and- the use of sleighs, during that period, is 
general. , The spting i$ rapid ; and the summer and fall 
are generally pleasant. 

Tlw country was first discovered in 1614. The first 
settlement was made in l62S. The inhabitants took an a.c~ 
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tiye part in the revolutionary war, and sent two delegates 
to congress in 177 4 ; in 17 8 8 they adopted the federal 
constitution; and the state · constitution, as it now stands, 
was ratified in 1792. The state sends two senators and 
five representatives to congress. 

The state is divided into six counties, and 219 town
ships, of six miles square each. Its population in 1800 
was 183,858, being nearly 20 to the square mile. 

Although this appears but a thin popt1lation, yet it is to be 
observed, that a great part of the state is covered by moun
tains, which are incapable of cultivation. The sea-coast, 
valleys, and fertile spots, are said to· be thickly settled, and 
these i)laces have kept pace in improvements with the other 
New England states. Portsmouth, on the Piscataqua ri
ver, two miles from the sea, is the principal town, and be
ing th~ only seaport, it has a pretty good trade ; it · con
tains 5,500 inhabitants. CoNCORD is the seat of govern
ment, and contains 2050. Dover contains 2062 ; Am~ 
herst, 2150; Hanover, 1920; Exeter, 1730; Keene, 1645; 
Charleston, 1634; Durham, 1128; there are 3 others, 
containing from 500 to 1000. 

Small villages and farm~houses are numerous, a11d the 
country is pretty well supplied with good roads, and some 
elegant bridges, of which the chief is across the Piscataqua, 
seven m.iles above Portsmouth. It is 2600 feet long, and 
cost 68,000 dollars. 

Agriculture is the chief business of the state, and is 
well conducted. The principal products are beef, pork, 
mutton, poultry, wheat, corn, and other grain; butter, 
cheese, flax, hemp, hops, vegetables, apples, pears, &c. 

The country people· generally manufacture their own 
clotb,ing, and make considerable quantities of tow clpth for 
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exportation~ The other manufactures are ashes, maple. 
sugar, bricks, pottery, and iron ware. 

A g;teat part of the surplus produce of this state is car
ried to Boston, which prevents it from making a great 
figure in the scale of exports; the amount, in 1805, wa& 
608,408 dollars, but it seldom exceeds halt a million. 
All the export trade centres at Portsmouth. 

The inhabitants are represented as hardy, robust, and 
active. Education has been very well attended to. There 
iB a college at Dartmouth, supported by a fund of 80,000 
acres of land, and there are a number of academies, schools~ 
and public libraries. 

The govemment is founded upon a bill of rights, declar. 
ing that all' men are born equally free and independent; 

1
and that all government originates from the people : that 
every man has a right to worship God according to the 
dictates of his conscience : that all elections ought to 
be free, and that every inhabitant of the state, having the 
proper qualifications, has an equal right tb elect, and be 
elected, into office : that there shall be no hereditary rights, 
and the press shall be free. 

The exercise of the government is. vested in a legisla
ture, consisting of a senate and house of represenatives ; a 
governor and council to execute the laws ; and a judiciary 
to promote justice between man and man. The senate 
consists of 13 members, chosen annually by the people; 
the· members tnust be possessed of a freehold estate of 

£. 200. The representatives are apportioned· according to 
the population, every town which has 150 rateable polls 
being entitled to one ·representative; having 450, they are 
entitled to two. They are also elected annually, and must 
be possessed of a freehold of/;. 100. The governor is, in 
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like maimer, elected annually, and must be posses.sed of a 
freehold of £. 500. There are five counsellors, who are 
chosen annually, who must b~ possessed of freeholds 
of£. 300. 

The following extract from the. constitution ought t6 
be generally known. 

"Knowledge and learning, generally diffused through a 
community, being essential to the preservation of a free 
government; and spreading tl~e opportunities, and advan .. 
tages of education through the various parts of the coun
try, being highly conducive to promote this end ; . it shall 
be the duty of the legislators and magistrates, in all future · 
periods of this government, to cherish the interest of litera
ture and the sciences, aJld all seminaries and public schools, 
to encourage private and public institutions, rewards and 
immunities for t..h.e promotion of agriculture, arts, s<;iences, 
commerce, trade, manufactures, and natural history of the 
country ; to countenance anq. inculcate the principles of 
humanity and general benevolence; public and private 
charity, industry and economy, honesty and punctuality, 
sincerity, sobriety, and all social affections, and generous_ 
sentiments, among the people." 
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CHAPTER xrv. 

, J7ermont 

IS situated between 42° 42' and 45° north latitude, and 
3° 38' and 5° 27' east longitude. It is 166 miles long, 
and its greatest breadth, is 93 miles. Its area is about 
10,237 square miles, or 6,551,680 acres. 

Th.i,s state is mostly hilly, but not rocky, and towards 
Canada it is level. An extensive chain of high mountains 
nms through the rnicldie, nearly south and, north, which 
abounds with elegant scenery. Among these there are beau
tiful and fertile valleys ; and the whole is finely watered with 
springs. Lake Champlain and its waters divides the state 
frqm New York on the west; and the Connecticut river 
from New Hampshire on the east. There are several 
rivers towards Canada. No part of the state is on the 

seaboard. 
Iron is found in abundance throughout the state. Lead, 

eopperas, flint, and vitriol have been found, and the west 
~ide of the state abounds with marble. 

This state, not,Yithstanding its mountains, contains a 
great deal of excellent soil. 

The climate is similar to New Hampshire. 
The territory composing Vermont, ,vas long claimed by 

the adjoining states of New Hampshire and New York; 
but the inhabitants vvished it to become an independent 

state in 1777, and the green nwuntain boys, as they were 
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called, took a very active part in the war of the r~volution ;_ 
but they did not succeed in establishing their claim of in
dependence till 1791, when they were admitted, a 14tl. 
state, into the union. The state constitution was adopted 
in 1793, and Vermont now sends two senators, and four 
tepresentatives, to congress .. 

The state is divided into 12 counties, and 245 t0vvn~ 

ships, of six miles square. The population, by the census 
of 1800, was 154,465, being upwards of 15 to the square 

mile. 
Vermont being off the seacoast, or, as it is sorpetimes 

termed, far from _a market, there are no large commercial 
cities; but there are a number of little towns, few of which 
have more than two thousand inhabitants. 

MoNTPELLIER is the seat of government, and contain5 
1500 ; Bennington 2250, Windsor 2200, Rutland 2130, 
Newbury 2000, Manchester 2000, Newfane 1700, St. 
Albans 1400, Middlebury 1260, Burlington llOO, St. 
Hero 1000, Craftsbury 1000, Brunswick 1000. 

The great business of the state is agriculture, in lvhich 
the inhabitants are said to have made considerable pro
gress. The soil is generally more productive than that of 
New Hampshirep The produce is nearly the sa!ne. The 
brows of the mountains answer well for grazing, and tht:y 
raise great stores of beef. and pork, with excellent butter 
and cheese for market ; and of 1ate they have made great 
progress in r.aising sheep and wool. 

The principal manufactures are of the domestic kind~ 
consisting of wool and flax for family 1Jse. Iron is manu~ 
factured, and ~ considerable quantity of pot and pearl 
ashes. 
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The only external trade of Vermont is with· Canada·, 
and the exports, ip 1805, amounted to 169,402 dollars; 
but the state has a considerable commerce, through thG 
medium of its rivers, with New York, Hartford, and 
Boston. 

The inhabitant~ are represented, by travellers ,vhom I 
have conversed with, as being hardy, robust, full-featured, 
m1d florid in their complexions. As they are mostiy all 
agriculturalists or mechanics, they are independent in their 
sentiments, and, their wants being mostly supplied among 

therp_selves, they are not subject to great vicissitudes of 
fortune, and are generally wealthy in . proportion as they 
are industrious. The system of educati<;m partakes of this 
equality: they have two seminaries for the higher branches 
of educatio.n ; but the chief object of the legislature has 
been to provide for the general diffusion of knowledge, 
.by having c01nmon schools in every tmvnship: a pla11 
highly praise·worthy, and which every community ought 
to· imitate. 

The declaration of rights is nearly the same as that of 

New Hampshire; but they have an article declaring that 

no male born in the country, or brought over sea, can be 
held in bondage after 21, and no female after 18 years of 
:age .. 

The plan of govt:rnment is legislative, executive, and 
judiciary. The legislative .power is vested in representa

tives chosen annually, every free male of 21 years and 
upwards, who pays taxes,' .having a vote. The executive 

is vested in a governor, lieutenant-governor, and council 
of 12, chosen annually in like manner. And in order 
"that the freedom of the com:monwealth may be kept .in
violate for ever," a council of censors is chosen once in 
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seven years, whose duty it is to see that the constitution 
µas been preserved inviolate; whether the taxes have been 
paid, and the public monies properly disposed of; whe
ther the public servants have done their duty, and the 
laws been duly executed ; and they , are empowered, if 
they judge it necessary, to call a convention, to meet two 
years after th<:_ir :3itting, to revise and amend the consti~ 
tution. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Cam6ridge,-Worcester,-Springfield,-Suffield. 

HAVING taken my leave of a number of kind friends, 
with whom I had associated during my stay in Boston, I 
engaged a passage' by the mail stage for New York, and 
was called to take my place on the 4th of September, at 
2 o'clock in the morning. It is the practice here for the 
driver to· call on the passengers before setting out, and it 
is attended with a considerable degree of convenience to 
them, particularly when they set out early in the morning. 
The mail stages here are altogether different in construc
tion from the mail coaches in Britain. They. are long 
machines, hung upon leather braces, with three seats. 
across, of a sufficient length to accommodate three persons 
each, who all sit with their faces towards the horses. The 
driver sits under cover, without any division between him 
and the passengers ; and there is room for a person to sit 
on each side of him. The driver, by the post-office re
gulations, must be a white man, and he has the charge of 
the mail, wl~ich is placed in a box below his seat. There 
is no guard. The passengers' luggage is put below the 
seats, or tied on behind the stage. They put nothing on 

the top, and they take no outside passengers. The stages 
::lfe slightly built, and the roof suspended on pillars ; with 
a curtain, to be let down or folded up at pleasure. The 
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conveyance is easy, and .in summer very agreeable; but it 
must be excessively cold in winter., 

There was an Englishman, a facetious, merry fello~v, 
who lodged at Chappotin's, and took his passage along 
with me. On taking our places, we found a lady passen
ger already in tp.e stage, and our company was afterwards 
augmented by three more, namely, a gentleman from. the 
West Indies, one from Hudson, and a young lady. By 
the time we got all the passengers and the mail on board, 
it was 3 o'clock, at which hour we set out from Boston 
by vV est Boston bridge ; and three miles beyond it we 
passed through CAMBRIDGE, which, at that early hour, I 
could not see, but I learned that the situation is hand
some, and that it contains a university, which is reputed 
the best literary institution in the United States. It was. 
established in 1638, and has now four large buildings, 
with accommodations sufficient to contain upwards of 
.200 students, who attend it annually, and are instructed 
in all the various branches of human knowledge. Attach
ed to the institution are a philosophical apparatus, a small 
museum, and a very extensive library, The village of 
Cambridge contains about 1000 inhabitants. The houses 
are mostly built of wood. The public buildings are, be .. 
sides the university, a court .. house, an episcopal, and a 
congregational· church. 

We travelled 13 miles before we had fair day-light, du
ring which, we passed through ,v atertown and Waltham, 
to Weston. It is to be observed, that towns~ in the New 
England states, do not always imply a collection of houses 
in one place, sufficient to form a village. The whole 
country is divided into districts, of about six miles square 
each, $Id these are called towns, whether they be thickly 
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settled or not. The wrrangement of these towns, is some

what assimilated to the. parishes in Scotland, having each 
a. separate juri~diction within .itself, which regulates the 
affairs of religion and of education, and makes provision 
for the poor. They are also of great importance in· the 
elections, which are conducted throughout the whole state 

in one day, the people voting in their respective towns; 
which has a tendency to prevent all bustle .. and .confusion~ 
In travelling through. the country, you go from on~ town 
to another, and are never out of one; it is, therefore, only 
where the towns contain villages, that I mean to notice 
them,, and, in giving the population, it is to be observed, 
that it includes the whole, of the township, that being the 
mode in which the census is taken. WE s To N, which 
I last noticed, contains about moo . inhabitat1ts. The 
.country is said to be well cultivated and thickly settled, 
all the way from Boston. 

We could now see one another's faces, and the morn~ 

ing being clear and healthy, we were in high spirits, and 
disposed for enjoyment ... One of our lady, passengers was 
a beautiful count~y gid,, but we le~rned that she was to 
travel with us only 28 miles ; , and our facetious English
man seemed· d~sposed to improve the·time· by orations in 
favour of _her eyes, or beazttiful twinklers as he called them. 
They certainly were very pretty, ~nd she had a blooming 
look, ,the indication ! of a blytlze heart, according to the 

., Scots proverb. The other lady, ,ve learned, was travelling 
to Springfield, 80 miles; but sh~ was qu_ite ~clipsed by 
her fair companion,. UI\d ,came in for no share of the Eng
lishman's compliments,' while the other remained with us. 

From Weston, we passed through a thickly settled and 
,vell cultivated country, by Sudbury, Marlborougli, and 
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'W e~~borough ; and, 45 miles from· Boston,· we arrived at 

WoRCESTER. 

This is a pretty place, and said. to be one of the largest· 
inland towns in the state. It is the capital of a county to 
which it gives the name, and is situated in a pleasant val
ley, mostly on one street, which is broad and handsome. 

· The houses are generally of wood, painted white ; and 
· are in number about 400. The :inhabitants amount to 

about 2500. The public buildings are a court-house, 
jail, and two congregational churches. They have a pretty 
extensive inland trade at this place, and the printing-busi- , 
ness has been long established here by a Mr. Thomas, 
who is reputed to be the oldest printer in America. It is 
proposed to open an inland navigation between this place 

and Providence, distant about 40 miles, and if it should 
take place, it is supposed that it will be attended with 
great advantage. 

From hence we passed· through Leicester and Spencer, 
and, getting into a hilly country, we continued our course 
to BRoOKFIELD, about 21 miles from Worcester. This. 
is a handsome post-town, situated on Quebang river, 20 
miles above its junction with Connecticut river; and in a 
rich, fertile country, abounding in grain, grass, fruits, and 
vegetables. It contains nearly 3000 inhabitants, and has 
four places for public worship. The river abounds with 
fish ; and the country round contains great quantities of 
iron ore. 

Seven miles from hence we reached Western, 7S miles 
from Boston ; and here day-light having failed us, my ob
servations on the scenery of the country were terminated 
for the day. 



110 , T'RA·VELS lN 

· · This was the first inland journey I had -made in the 
northern states, and I was highly delighted with· every thing 
I saw, which formed a perfect contrast to Georgia; and, 

, the villages, the fields, the farm-houses, the gardens, and the 
orchards, far surpassed what is to be generally seen even 
in '' Scotia, my dear; my native soil." The inhabitants 
every where appeared· to be industrious; contented, and 
happy; and I found them always civil and well-bred, and 
ready to give me every information. 

Our company were lively and cheerful. Our facetious 
Englishman was quite in high spirits; and jocularly threat
ened to have me denounced as a spy. I retaliated by 
threatening to have have him denounced as a flatterer of 
the fair sex, of ,vhom he seemed determined to spare nei: 
ther age, features, nor complexion; for the beauty having.Jit 
us, and ceasing to allure hin~ by her " witching smile," the 
other lady, whom I did not think handsome, came in for 
an extravagant share of complimtnt. '' The night drave 
on wi' &'mgs an' clatter.'' Our vVest Indian, who was 
a Yankee by birth, entertained us with a history of bund
ling; and we had a vast variety of songs, among which 
was " Yankee Doodle." 

In prosecuting our journey to Springfield, we stopped at 
a small tavern to change horses,,. and in the mean time went 
into the house· to_ warm oiirselves, for the evening had be
come cold. In passing through the parlour we saw a tall, 
elegant girl, to whom our gentlemen began immediately to 
make love; but I prosecuted my way to the kitchen fire1 

where there sat another y~ung girl, and she was beautiful. 
She was dressed in substantial homespun, but very clean, 
and was knitting a stocking. Her age might be about 16, 
and her name was Lucretia. I ent~red into conversation 
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with· her, and her voice was· as s,veet as her countenance. 
I was delighted with her appearance. At length in' came 
the other passengers with a bang; and· 'our facetious friend, 
who seemed to have .reserved the · very quintessence of _his 
talent for compliment for the occasion, began an oration 
about fine a,rched eye-btavvs, aquiline noses,. and beautiful 
twinklers, which probably would have lasted half an hour, 
had we not been called away · to take our seats in the stage. 
We soon observed that· all parties were not pleased, for we 
he~d the Yankee lads grumbling as we passed them ; and 
the Yankee lady passenger observed,,with a toss of her head, 
that she could not see what we all had to make such a fuss 
about. 

At 10 o'clock we reached SPRINGFIEtn, said to be a 
he.ndsome and thriving town, situated on the east side of 
the Connecticut river, 97 miles from Boston. It contains 
about 1500 inhabitants, who carry on a considerable inland 
trade ; and b,we · established a respectable manufactory of 
fire-arms. The public buildings are a court-house and 
a congregational church. 

The CoNNECTICUT Riv.ER, on which Springfield is 
situated, is one of the most considerable and important in 
the United States. It rises on the high lands which sepa
rate the states of Vermont and New Hampshire from Upper 
Canada; and pursuing a course a little to the west of south, 
falls into Long Island Sound; its length, including its 
windings, being about 300 miles. It forms the boundary 
line bet\veen Vermont and New Hampshire, and passes 
through the interior of Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
Its banks are highly cultivated and thickly settled, through 
its whole course. There is a bar at its outlet, on which 
there is only 10 feet water, and interiorly it is mi1ch ob-
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structed by falls; but it is navigable for sea vessels to Hart~ 
ford; and there is a great trade on the river above that place; 
particularly 'downwards, in flat-bo'ttorµed boats. The river 
abounds with salmon, and other fish. It is in contempla. 
tion to improve the navigation by locks at several places, 
and to connect itwith Merrimac river, distant 50 miles, by 
a canal. 

Having crossed this river, the road runs nearly along 
its west bank, 10 miles, to SUFFIELD, in ·Connecticut, 
where we stopped·for the night. · Here I suspend my ac. 
count of the journey to take a short review of the interest
ing state of Massachusetts. 
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-CHAPTER XVI. 

Massachusetts 

Is situated between 41 ° IS' and 42° 52' north latitude, 
~md 3° 28' and 7° east longitude. Its extreme length is 
190 miles, and its greatest breadth 100. Its square con .. 
tents is 8765 miles, bei~1g about 5,609,600 acres. 

The face of the country is strikingly diversified. The 
coast, on the east side, is indented with bays, and studded 
with islands, which afford ample harbours for shipping·;· 
and stipport a hardy race of sailors and fishermen. To
ward the middle the surface is agreeably uneven, and the 
west swells out into i;nountains, some of which are of very 
considerable height. The state is well watered, abound. 
ing in rivers and small lakes. · The principal rivers are 
Connecticut and Merrimac, already noticed. 

The principal mineral is iron, of which the state pro~ 
duces a great quantity. A copper mine has been disco
vered ; and there are considerable quantities of clays · and 
ochtes, and slate, marble, and limestone. 

The soil is various. Toward the sea-coast it is sandy 
and barren. In the interior it improves ; and toward the 
,vestern parts, where the country is hilly, · it is best adapted 

for grazing. Wheat crops are riot abundant, but it pro
duces Indian corn, rye, barley, and oats. Vegetables 

a~d fruit come to ~reat perfection, and are ofmuch value 
VOL, I. ~ 
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in the state. Flax and some hemp are cultivated;· and 
l10ps grow luxuriantly. 

The climate is very much assimilated to that of Rhode 
Island. Toward the west, the winters are more cold and 
severe than on the coast, but the weather is more steady, 

and the whole is healthy. 
Massachusetts was first settled, in 1620, by a colony of 

puritans from Holland, wh6 had been driven thence from 
England, 20 years before. These aITived and settled at 
Plymouth; and eight ye~rs thereafter, .another colony ar

rived from England, and. settled at ,Sal~m. · These colo
nies soon encreased, and laid the foundation for· a powerful 
state, no~v one of the first in the u~ion. Th~ revolution 
originated in Massachusetts, , which bore an active share 
{hrqu ghou t the war. It. now . sends I 7 representatives and 

two senators to the congress of the United States. 
Ma~~achusetts proper, is divide~ into 12 cotmties and 

279 townships. , The inhabitants, by last census, amount
ed to 122,845, being ~bout 48 to the square mile. 

The state is. ivell.- cultivated and abounds with "Wealth. 
Boston is the capital, and the ne~t town in importance is 
Salem. These, and several others, have been noticed. 
Of the remainder, the . most important is Jl:larble!zead, a 
sea-port containing upwards of 5000 inhabitants. Newbud 
rypo;t, is a handsome sea-port, containing ~early 6000 in
habitants, and has.· several manufactories, ~nd a large ship~ 
ping trade. Ipswiclz contains 3000 inhabitants ; and C01z
cord, a fiourish1ng town on Concord river, is remarkable 
as being the place where the provincial congress he~d 
their deliberations during the war. Taunton, Northampton; 
Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Barnstaple, are all towns of 
considerable note. The state is intersected in every di-
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rettion with good roads, and the bridges are numerous 
and very important. ' 

The greater part of the manufactures have already been 
enumerated in the account of Boston ; but it may be no;.. 
ticed, that, in the interior, there is a vast variety of domes

tic nianufactures; and several other~ upon a larger scale,,, 
pm}icularly of woollen and cotton. 

The exports of the, state are provisions, timber, ashes, 
flax-seed, bees~wax, fish, oil, saddlery, cabinet-work, 
boots and shoes, nails, tow-cloth, iron 1utensils, glass, spi
rits, &c. The imports are British manufactures, tea, winejl 
silks, spirits, coffee, -cotton, &c. Commerce is pursued 
with an ardent spirit in the state ; and it is said that Mas
sachusetts owns more shipping than any · other state in the 
union. The exports, in 1805, amounted to 19,435,657 
dollars; but 14,738,606 dollars c@nsisted of foreign pro
duce, and, of the remainder, a considerable portion was 
that of other states. The state has very extensive fishe.;_ 
ries, the product of which is annually of great value. 

The state of society is a good deal assimilated to that of 
Rhode Island, described in the tenth chapter, with this 
essential difference, that slavery is totally abolished in all 
its branches. The air is, like that of Britain, "tqo pure for 

: t slave to live in;" and, with regard to the white people, 
I think it is " more pure," for here they are all on an 
equal footing, having neither nobles, nor priests, nor rents,. 
nor tythes. The religious matters, like the state of Rhode 
Island, and, indeed, all the other states, are managed by 

. each religious sect in its own way, who are not suffered 

to interfere with the civil rights of their neighbours; so that 
the sting is drawn out of the tail of the scorpion of reli
~1ous <l1~cord. No sect is . elevated above another; and· 
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all have reason to be thankful for the blessings they en .. 

joy, in the prot~ction of equal laws. The literary, humane, 
and· other institutions are numerous, and exhibit a fair 
trait of the character of the inhabitants. 

Onthe subject of literature, the constitution declares, 

that '' wisdom .and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused 

generally among the body of the people, being necessary fo~ 
the preservation of their rights and liberties; and as these de

pend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of edu. 

cation in , the various parts of the country, and among the 
different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of the le" 
gislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of the 
commonw~alth, to cherish the interests of literature and 
the sciences, and all seminaries of them ; especially the 
university at Cambridge, public schools, . and grammar .. 
schools in· t}le towns ; to encourage private societies and 

and public institutions, by rewards and immunities, for 
the promotion of agriculture, ~rts, sciences, commerce, 
trades, manufactures, and a natural history of the country; 

to countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity 
and general benevolence, public and private charity, in. 
dustry and frugality, honesty and punctuality in their deal
ings ; sincerity, goocl-hllmour, and all social affections and 
generous sentiments among the people.'' 

Dr. Morse says, '' According to the laws of this common
wealth, every townhaving 50 householders or upwards, is to 

be provided with one or more schoolmasters, to tea~h chil
dren and youth to read and write, and instruct them in the 
English language, arithmetic, orthography, and decent be
~aviour ; and where any town has 200 families, there is 

alEio to be a grammar-school set up therein, and some dis

~reet person>well instructed in the Latin, Greek, and Eng~ 
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. lish languages, procured to keep the same, and be s1{itably 
paid by the inhabitants. The penalty for neglect of schools,. 
in towns of 50 families, is £. 10 ; those of l 00 families, 

£. 20; and of 150, £. 30 • 
. The state government is vested in a senate and house 

of representatives, styled the General Court; a governor, 
lieutenant-governor, and council. The senators are 40 in 
number, and are elected annually in districts; and the 
voters must be possessed of a freehold estate of ;;. 3, or 
any estate of the value of£. 60. The representatives ar€'! 

ele<;~ed annually, in townships : every corporate town con
taining 150 rateable 1Jolls elect I, those containing 375 elect 
2, .those containing 600 elect 3, and so on, making 225 
the number for every additional representative. 'fhe elecG 
tors must be possessed of the same property as for se:qa
tors. The governor is styled his excellency, and must be 
possessed of a freehold of [,. 1000. He is elected annually 
by those qualified to vote for senators and representatives., 
The lieutenant-governor is styled his honour, and must 
have the same qualifications, and be elected in the same 
manner, as the governor. The council consists of 9 per
sons, chosen from the senators by joint ballot of tht:~ se
nators and representatives. 

The DrsTRICT OF MAINE is politically connected 
with Massachusetts, and is of great extent, being about 
250 miles long by 192 broad, and contains an area of 
34,000 square miles, or 21,760,000 acres. 

The first settlement took place about the year 1630 ;. 

and the inhabitants, who have been greatly augmented by 
emigrations from the adjoining states, amounted, by the 

last census, to 151,719, being less than 4 to the sqmre 
mile ; but they are rapidly increasing. 
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There are a· considerable number of towns on the coast, 
of which the chief is Portland, which contains nearly 4000 
inhabitants, and has a great and increasing trade. York is 
the second in impmiance, and is a place of considerable 
business. Hallowell, Wiscasset, and Machias are consi
derable places, to say nothi.ng of Passamaquoddy, a sort of 
Land's End in Cornwall, or Johnny Groat's House, at the 
very extremity of the Union, and which sends out a con
si.derable number of small vessels. 

The land on the sea-coast is stony and barren ; but 
there are tracts of good land in the interior of the country, 
_which produce grain ·and fruits, and the country is remark. 
ably well calculated for grazing. 

' The principal trade consists in lumber and fish, of which 
the inhabitants carry great quantities to the sea-ports of 
America, and to the vV est Indies. The manufactures are 
principally of the domestic kind. 

The state of society is nearly the· same as in Massachu
setts. 

The face of the country is hilly, but not mountainous; 
and the coast is completely indented with bays and rivers. 
The winters are long and severe, with clear, settled wea
ther. The summers are short, but very agreeable. -Of 
spring there is hardly any; but the autumns are generally 
'clear and healthy 0 
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CHAPTER XVII .. 

Hartford,-Newhaven,-Stamford. 

SEPTEMBER 5. We resumed our journey , this· 
morning at 3 o'clock, and travelled tewards Hartford, 

keeping near tl1e banks of the river. The moming ·was 

serene and clear, but a little cold. We could see nothing·· 

of the country at that early hour ; but we were informed 

that it was handsome, and well improved. The road is 

level and good. Ten miles from Suffield, ·we- passed 
through lVindsor, a pleasant town, situated on Windsor 
Ferry River, which we passed by a wocxlen bridge. We 

now had day-light, and an agreeable journey for six miles 

farther, to Hartford, which we reached at 7 o'clock, to 

breakfast. 
HART F o Rn is a handsome city, the capital of Connec

ticut, and is, alternately with Nevvhaven, the seat of le

gislation for the state. It is situated on Connecticut Ri-

ver, at t11e head.of sloop navigation, 50 miles above Long 

Island sound. It is regularly laid out, the streets cn1ssing 

one another at right angles ; but they are not paved, and, 

when I saw them, they_ were very muddy. The city con

sists of about 400 houses, and contains between 3 and 4000 

inhabitants*. The public buildings are the State-House, 

an elegant edifice, .two congregational churches, and one 

'* By the census of 181~ they were 3,95.~,, 
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episcopal church. The citizens can-y on an active com
merce, in all the products of the' state, to the southern 
states and the \Vest Indies ; and they have a large share 
of country trade. Considerable manufactures are carried 

on with spirit, and are increasing. The markets are well 

supplied with vvholesome provisions, which are sold at 

.reasonable rates. 
On leaving the city, we got an addition to our company, 

of some students going to Newhave11, and some young 
ladies ; and we had a great deal of entertainment from the 
remarks of our facetious Englishman, who began by 
questioning the students, why the citizens of Hartford had 
not paved the streets. They gave some account of it, 
which I do not recollect; but it was not satisfactory; and 
one of our ,company attempted to solve the difficulty, by 
alleging that it was probably with a view of encouraging 
the growth of the young ,vomen. He had remarked, that 
the young ladies of Hartford were uncommonly tall, and, 
as sap and soil were very necessary · to the growth of vege. 
table substances, and the citizens of Hartford were a phi;. 

losophical people, and " full of notions," it was likely they 
had tried the expeFiment with the animal creation, and had 
succeeded. The students were highly diverted, and laughed 
heartily at what they called his odd " notion." The la. 
dies in the stage were too you.ng. to attract the attentio~ of 
our friend ;. but ma11y a remark did he make on those we 

passed, ,vho, "to conceal nothing," as Goldsmith says, "were 
certainly very handsome~'' The weather was delightful, 
and the view of the country was highly gratifying. The 
fields were well cultivated, abounding with fmits of all 

sorts ; and vv-e purchased from a countryman, en passant, 
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a whole basket full of peaches for a mere trifle, which kept 
us well supplied in fruit the whole way to N evvhaven. 

We took, as we were informed, a new road, and;· pass
ing several villages of inferior note, we reached \Valling
ford, 26 miles from Hartford, about 12 o'clock. Here 
we had a delightful view, and were informed. that this dis
trict ,vas celebrated for raising onions, and that a company 
of young girls had cultivated that root so successfully, in 
a neighbouring town, that they had built a church with 
the proceeds. This account of the industry of the young 
women was highly gratifying, and we were really delight~ 
ed with their blooming countenances, and the cleanly, subc 
stantial dress which they wore. It was plain and simple, 
but so much the better ; 

For loveliness 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
But ls, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the most. 

In our way towards N ewhaven, we passed through a 
very elegant country, where we had a numl;:>er of fine 
views; and we reached the great, enlightened city of Con~ 
necticut, at 2 o'clock. Here we stopped for dinner, and 
we had some little time to take a view of the town. 

NE w HA v EN is a handsome city. The surrounding 
scenery is very fine, and the situation pleasant, and favou ... 
rable for commerce. It is built on a considerable bay, on 
Long Island Sound, and covers part of a pretty extensive 
plain, having a river on each side of it. The streets cross 
one another at right angles, and there is a square in the 
middle, round which are the public buildings, which have 
a very handsome appearance. They are the colleges, 
State-House, three congregational, and one episcop~l 

VOL. I. 
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church. I regretted that my time did not permit me to 
see the College, which is esteemed one of the best semi~ 
naries in the United States, and, by the citizens of New. 
haven, is considered the very best. The city contains 
nearly 6000 inhabitants, who carty on a very active trade 
with New York and, the West Indies; and they have esta~ 
blished considerable manufactures, which are said to be in 
a thriving state. 

"\!Ve took our departure from Newhaven about 4 

o'clock, and travelling thirteen miles through a pretty 
good tract of country, along the Sound, we reached Mil-
ford, a, considerable town, having several churches, and 
from thence, through a country nearly similar, a.few miles, 
we passed the Housatonic River, by a ferry. This river 
rises about the borders of Massachusetts, and rmming a 

south-east course, the whole breadth of the state of Con
necticut, falls into the Sound a little below where we 

crossed it. It is navigable to Derby, twelve miles up, 
and above that is very important for mills and machinery; 
the country on its banks is said to he very romantic. 
Four· miks from this river we passed Stratford, a plea .. 
sant town, and of considerable extent ; and now day-light 
failed us, and terminated my · observations. 

We continued our course through Fairfield and Nor
walk, said to be considerable and pleasant towns; and at 
12 o'clock reached Stamford, 44 miles from Newhav@, 
where we stopped for the night. In our way, we passed 
a number of rivers of inferior note, and part of the coun
try appeared· to be rough, and the road very bad; but we 
,vere informed that a new line pf turnpike road was in 
f o:rwatdness, and would soon be finis.hed. 
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t0HAPTER XVlll. 

Cohnecticut 

Is situated between 41 ° and 42° north latitude, and 3° 

20' and 5° east longitude. Its greatest length is 83 mil~s·, 
and its greatest breadth 72. Its area is 4400 square miles, 
or 2,816,000 acres. 

The face of the country is agreeably uneven. To the 
south the coast extends along the sound the whole length 
of the state, and has many fine inlets, which are highly ad
vantageous to commerce. Towards the north-west the 
country swells out into high, broken, hilly lands, but there 
are no mountains. This hilly country is said to be very 
romantic. The state is remarkably well watered, abound
ing in small streams. The principal rivers are Connecti
cut and Housatonic, already mentioned ; and the Thames. 
This last river is formed at Norwich of two branches, call
ed Shetucket and Little rivers; and thence runs a due south 
course, 14 miles, to the sound. It has a fine harbour, at 
New London, and is navigable for small vessels to Nor
wich. 

Iron ore is found in the state, in great abundance, and 
lead, copper, and zinc have also been discovered, though 
in no great quantities. Pit ... coal has been found, but, I be
lieve, not in sufficient quantity to induce the inhabitants to 
dig for it. There are a number of mineral springs in the 
state; the most important is in Lichfield county~ which is 
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highly impregnated with carbonic acid gas, and sulphurat. 
eel hydrogen gas; and is said to be very useful in curing 
various diseases, particularly dyspepsia, rheumatism, and 
those of the cutaneous kind. 

The soil is various, some parts being poor and sandy, 
and some very fertile ; generally speaking, there is a great 
deal of good land, and the state is remarkably well calcu
lated for grazing. 

The climate is subject to great and sudden changes, pass
ing to the extremes of heat and cold; but it is very healthy, 
and the state abounds with remarkable instances of lon
gevity. 

The first set~lement was made in the year 1633, by 
some Dutch and English traders with the Indians. In 
1662, a charter was granted by Charles the 2d, which still 
serves as the basis of the state government; and which, 
from the ignorance of the British government, at that time, 
of the geography of the country, has involved some sin
gular disputes about land titles. Connecticut bore an ac
tive share in the war for independence; and now forms a 

very important state in the union, sending two senators 
,md seven representatives to congress. 

The state is divided into eight counties and 107 town
ships. The population, in 1800, was 251,002, including 
951 slaves, being about 57 to a square mile. 

The country is highly improved, and abounds with 
handsome towns, villages, and farm-houses. There' are 
five incorporated cities, viz. Hartford, JVewlzaven, _New 
London, Norwich, and Jl;Iiddletown. The hvo first have 
been noticed. Jv"ew London is handsomely situated on 
the Thames, and has an excellent harbour, and extensive 
trade. It contains upwards of 3000 inhabitants, and ha~ 



CPNNECTICUT. 125 

a bank, and three houses for public worship. Norwich 

is on the same river, at the head of navigation, and has nu
merous manufactures and an extensive trade. It coutairis 
nearly 3000 · inhabitants, and has a court-house, a bank, an 
insurance company, an academy, and three places for pub"' 
lic worship. )}fiddletown, situated on Connecticut river, 
15 miles below Hartford, contains about 2000 inhabitants, 
and carries on a considerable trade. There is a bank, an 
insurance company, a court-house and two places for pub
lic worship in the city. Lichfield is a fine town, contain
ing up,vards of 4000 people. It is beautifully situated in 
an elevated part of the state, and has a court-house, meet
jng-house, a1).d academy. fVethers.field is the oldest town 
in the state, and is remarkable for the culture of oni011s. 
The other villages are numerous, the whole state being 
studded with them, containing from 500 to 1500 or ~000 
inhabitants; among others may be mentioned Danbury, 

lf7zndlzam, Haddam, and Tolland. The houses are gene
rally built of wood, on a handsome plan, and are painted 
white; which gives the country an air of great cleanliness 
and neatness. This enterprising little state first set the 
example of making turnpike roads in New England, and 
these and other good roads are so abundant, that travel
ling is facilitated in all directions. There are a number 
of bridges in the state, some of them constructed at great 
cxpence, which ::rre of great utility. 

The agriculture of the state is in a condition which 
speaks volumes in praise of equal laws. There is no feu
dal system, and no law of primogeniture; hence there are 
tio overgrown estates on the one hand, and few of those 
employed in agriculture are depressed by poverty on the 
ether. 'The farms are g-eneralJy from 50 to 500 acres, 
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cultivated by a hardy, industrious race, whose labour is 

rewarded by the blessings of heaven in " peace, and health, 

and sweet content." But it is said, that all the sons of 

Connecticut are not thus wise. There is a superabun

dance of the learned professions, particularly in the law de

partment, who keep the state embroiled in litigation. 

" God made man upright, but they have sought out many 

inventions." The produce of the state is wheat, rye, In
dian corn, oats, barley, buck-wheat, flax, a large quantity, 

and some hemp, ·with a great variety of vegetables, and 

fruit. The soil is well adapted to grazing, and vast quan

tities of cheese and butter are made; and much pork is 

cured. Cyder is also made in great plenty and perfec~ 
tion. 

The farmers of Connecticut, and their families, are ge

nerally dressed in cloth of their own manufacture, which 

is substantial and good ; and there are considerable and 

. very important manufactures, on a larger scale, throughout 

the state, viz. woollens, linens, cottons, leather of every 

description, hats, stockings, paper, wire, bells, soap, can

dles, oil, docks and watches, earthen and stone ,vare, chaises, 

harness, &c. 
The ~tate has a very considerable coasting and foreign 

trade. The exports, in 1805, amounted to 1,443,729 dol

lars. They are principally to the West India islands, con

sisting of live stock, timber, grain, fruit, fish, and provi

sions. The imports consist of manufactured piece goods 

of the finer kinds, ·wines, and groceries. 

The population of Connecticut consists of farmers, me

chanics, manufacturers, ministers of religion, instructors 

of youth, doctors of medicine, and lawyers. There are no 

idle people to be seen, although it is said that too many 
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are engaged in the learned professions, and C01mecticut 
sends out a full proportion of luminaries annually, to- en
lighten other states. Education is upon an excellent foot
ing, and the school fund is more ample than that of any 
other state. The college at Newhaven, which is named 
Yale College, has been already noticed, and academies have 
been established at Greenfield, Plainfield, Canterbury, Nor
wich, Windham, and Pomfret. The law directs that a 
grammar school shall be kept in every county town 
throughout the state ; but the great, popular, and perma
nent advantage on this branch, arises from the establish
ment of schools in every township, being an arrangement 
similar to the parish schools of Scotland, and which pro
duced similar effects, a general diffusion of knowledge, 
" steady habits," and sobriety of manners. In .religion, 
the form of church government is generally congregational 
or presbyterian, but every other form may be freely exer
cised. The form of government is derived from the an
cient charter; by which the legislative authority is vested 
in a governor, deputy governor, twelve assistants or coun
sellors, and the representatives of the people, styled the 
G-eneral Assembly. They are divided into two branches, 
of which the governor, deputy governor, and. assistants 
form one, and the representatives the other; and no law 
can pass without the concurrence of both. The gover
nors and assistants are chosen annually, and the represen
tatives, who must not exceed two for each town, are chosen 
twice each year. The suffrage is universal, every freeman 
who is of age haing a vote, without regard to property. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Horseneck,-·-Harlem,-J\/ew-York. 
' ' 

SEPTEMBER 6. This morning, at 3 o'clock, we took 
our seats in the stage. I was diverted by a dialogue be
tween th~ two drivers, in which the word guess occulTed 
so frequently, that I could hardly hear any thing else. 
" I guess this string's not long enough. '' 0 yes, I guess 
it is." 0 yes, I guess I'll make it do." " There,---! 
guess you've fixed it." ; "Yes, I guess you guess right." 
Leaving Stanford we passed several creeks. The morn
ing was raw and fog·gy. At the dawn of day, we reach
ed a considerable rising ground, called Horseneck, and 
we alighted, and walked up the hill, by a winding road. 
Here we were told a. singular anecdote of Major Putnam. 
A part of the British army, were encamped not far from 
this hill, and the major ,vent to the top of it, in a fog, to 
reconnoitre ; just as he reached the top, the fog cleared 
away, and he found himself close by a corps of British 
cavalry, who immediately pursued him. He clapped 
spurs to his horse, and, not having time to keep the road, 
galloped right down the hill, and, strange to tell ! reached 
the plain unhurt; and thus eluded his pursuers~ A few 
miles from thence we passed Byram River, and entered the 
state of New York. 
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The first tm,vnship we came to in this state was Rye; 
containing about 1000 inhabitants. The soil appeared 
pretty good, but the face of the country is rough and 
stony. We continued our course through East and vV est 
Chester, both considerable townships ; near the last is a 
manufacture of earthen ware, said to be in a thriving state., 
The soil in this district seems to be poor and sandy ; but 
we.· were informed it was well calculated for sheep and 
cattle, the flocks of which were encreasing. 

Nine miles from New York, we passed into York 
, Island, by a wooden bridge, at Harlem ; and, continu

ing our course through the middle of the island, which 
abounds with numerous villas and pleasure-grounds, 
generally the property of the merchants of New York, 
we reached the city at ten o'clock. I was highly gratifi .. 
ed by my tour to the New England states. 

I continued in New York, transacting various mercan .. · 
tile business, until the 25th of September; during which 
time, I again called on Thomas Paine, in company with 
his friend, formerly mentioned. Paine was still at the 
house of Mrs. Palmer, but his leg had got much better~ 
and he was in good spirits. News had arrived that morn .. 
ing, that a peace had been concluded between France and 
England ; but Paine said, he did not believe it ; and again 
affirmed, that while the present form of government lasted 
in England, there would be no peace. The government 

. was committed in a war system, and would prosecute it 
as long as they could command the means. He then 
turned up a newspaper, which had recently been establish
ed at New York, and, after reading several paragraphs, he 
observed that he could not understand what the editor 
was driving at. He pretended to be a great friend of 

VOL. I. R 
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Britain, and. yet he was constantly writing against· peac€, 

and the best interests of the country ; and in place of be~ 
ing guided by the plain dictates of common sense, he 

aimed at flowery, embellished language, and glided away 

into the airy regions of speculative nonsense, more like a 
madman than: the editor of a newspaper. After a good 
deal of general co11versation, we took our leave. 

A few days thereafter, his friend handed me a piece in 
MS., intended for the newspapers; and requested me to 
copy it, and keep the original ; and as Paine ha:s made a 
great noise in the world, I shall here insert it, as a relick 
of an extraordinary political character, and as a very good 
specimen of the acuteness of his mind, and his turn for 
wit, at the advanced age of 70. 

'' Fat the Citizen. 

''It must he a great consolation to poor Mr. --'s friends, 
if he has any, to hear that his insanity increases beyond all 
hopes of recovery. His case is truly pitiable: he works 
hard at the trade of mischief-making; but he is not a good 
hand at it, for the case is; that the more he labours, the 
more he is laughed at, and his malady increases with every 
laugh. 

" In his paper of Thursday, September 18th, the spirit 
of prophecy seizes him, and he leaps from the earth, gets 
astride of a cloud, and predicts universal darkness to the 
inhabitants of this lower world. 

" Speaking of the rumours of peace between France and 
England, he says, ' we will not believe it till we see it 
gazetted (meaning in the London Gazette), and then,'.says 
he, ' we will aver 1 that the sun which davV11s upon that 
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event will be the darkest that ever rose since the trans
gression of our first parents brought sin into the world/ 
This is the first time we ever heard of the sun shining 
darkness. But darkness or light, sense or nonsense, sun
shine or moonshine, are aH alike to a lunatic.-He then 
goes' on. ' In a continuance,' says he, ~ of war only 
can Britain look for salvation. That star once extinguish
ed, all will be darkness and eternal night over the fac;e o.f 
the creation. '-The devil it will! And pray, Mr. -, 
will the moon shine darkness. too ? · and will All the stars 
twinkle darkness ? If that should be the ca~e, you had 
better seH your press, and set ll-P tallow-chandler.. There 
will be more demand for candles than for newspapers, 
when those dark days come. 

" But as you are a man that write for a livelihood, and 
I suppose you find it hard work to rub on, I would ad
vise you, as a friend, not to lay out all your reash upon 
candle-making, for my opinion is, that, whether England 
make peace or not, or whether she is conquered or not 
conquered, that the sun will rise as glorious, and shine a$ 

bright on that day, as if no such trifling things had hap
pened.'' 

It appeared in the sequel, that Paine was conect in his 
opinion, and the editor was iratified in his wish-there 
was no peace. 
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CHAPTER XX .. 

New York. 

THIS interesting state is situated between 40° 33' and 
45° north latitude, and 3° 43' east, and 2° 43' west longi
tude ; its extreme length, from east to west, being 340, 
and extreme breadth, from north to south, 317 miles; 
but it is very irregular. The square contents amount to 
about 52,125 square miles, or 33,360,000 acres; being 
18,000 square miles larger than Scotland. 

There is a vast variety in the face of the country. Long 
Island and Statet1 Island are situated at its southem extre
mity, and are interesting. The state is bounded by Con
necticut on the east,' New Jersey on the west, extending 
in breadth to the highlands, with an agreeably uneven sur
face. From the highlands, about 50- miles above New 
York, the state is hilly, in many places mountainous, and 
the hills continue to the extremity of the state northward, 
and to Utica westward. From thence to its western ex
tremity, nearly 300 miles, there is a most elegant country, 
rich and well watered, having spurs of the Allegany moun
tains on the one side, and on the other the lakes Ontario 
and Erie, two of the finest sheets of water in the world. 
The lakes are so numerous, that the bare mention of the 
names of the most important must suffice in this place. 
Besides the large lakes, there are Lake Champlain, Lake 
George, Oneida, Onondaio, Skeneateless, Owasca, Ca .. 
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yuga, Seneca, Cananclagua, and Chatauglzque. The prin~ 
cipal rivers are the Hudson, the Mohawk, the Oneida, 
and the Genesee. The 1-Iuclson rises in the mountains, 
above the 44th degree of north latitude, putsues a south 
course about 250 miles, and forms a junction with the 
East River at New. York. · This· river is navigable for 
sea yessels through. the mountains to Albany and Troy; 
and for smaller vessels, a considerable way above Troy. 
The tide flows 165 miles up this river. The Mohawk 
rises near Oneida Lake, and, running a south-east course 
upwards of 100 miles, falls into the Hudson 8 miles above 
Albany. The navigation of this river is obstructed by 
the Cohoes falls, near its outlet, and the little falls about 70 
miles above that; but goods and produce are carried by land 
between Albany and Shenectady, 15 miles; and there be
ing a canal round the little falls, the navigation is complete 
to the portage near its source, ·where it communicates by 
another canal with Wood Creek, and from thence with 

Lake Ontario. Oneida River has its source in Oneida 
Lake, from whence it runs about 40 miles to Lake Onta= 

rio. It is navigable by boats to the falls, where there is 
a portage, from whence it is again navigable to the lake, 
and thence, through vV ood Creek and the portage, t0 
the Moh~wk River. This river is of great importance, as 
it forms part of the chain of communication between the 
Hudson and the lakes; and, through the medium of Se
neca River, it may, in process of time, form also an im .. 
portant communication between Lake Ontario and the 
smaller but very important lakes in the interior of the 

country. Genesee River rises in the state of Pennsylvania, 
and, running a northern . course through the Genesee 
country nearly 100 miles, falls into Lake Ontario. The 
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navigation of this river is obstructed by falls ; but it 
abounds with miU~seats, and has rich, fertile banks. The 
great River St. Lawrence bounds the state on the north, 
to the .east of Lake Ontario, and receives $everal important 
streams in that district : aIJd on the west is the Niagara 
River, the communication between L::1.ke Erie and Lake 
Ontario, on which are · the Falls of Niagara, one of the 
greatest lvonders in the world. This river is navigable 
to within 9 miles of the falls ; and again, from 2 miles 
above the falls to Lake Erie. The portage round the 
falls is 10 miles, and, were a canal cut, it would complete 
the navigation between the lakes., and open an inland navi
gation of greater extent than is to be found in the world, 
The head waters of the Allegany, Susquehannah, and De~ 
'hnvare Rivers ~e in the southern part of this state. 

The state abounds with iron ore and lead; .copper and 
zinc have been found in various places. Silver has been 
found, but in no great quantity. · Marble .abounds, and is 
of an excel,lent quality. Freestone and slate are in plenty. 
Plaster of Paris is found in great variety, and is used with 
good effect as manµre. Isinglass and sulphur are common 
in many places; and coal has also been found, but in no 
great quantity .-The salt-springs at Onondago are very 
.strong, and produce an immense quantity of that useful 
article. There are many sulphur-springs, and several air. 
springs, which last m·e probably the gas arising from the 
combustion of pit coal. There .is a medicinal spring at 
Lebanon, which affords a pleasant bath, at the temperature 
of 72°, and is much frequented; but the most remarkable 
springs in this state, or, indeed, in the United States, are 
those of Ballston and Saratoga. These waters are 

I 

highly 

medicinal, and. are of great efficacy in dyspepsia and other 
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complaints ; and are much frequented m the summer 
season. 

The soil, in such an extent of country, must be va
rious. The southern and easterrr part is a dry gravel,. 
mixed with loam, and is not very rich ; the mountainous 
part is pretty well adapted for grazing, and there ,are rich 

valleys on the rivers. The whole of the northern and 
western part is rich and fertile, except a small portion 

bordering on the state of Pennsylvania, which, hmvever, 
is interspersed with fertile lands. 

The climate is also various. , In that· part ·which lies to 

the south of the highlands, it is remarkably changeable; 
it experiences all the regions of heat and cold~ and s.01~~ 
times a change of 30 degrees in the course of 24 hour.s. 
Among the mountains, and along Lake Champlain, to
wa.rds Canada, the winters are long and severe, and the 
summers arc sometimes very sultry and hot. . In the vves~ 

tern district, the climate is more temperate, and the win
ters are subject to a good deal of rain; but the whole 
country is healthy, the neighbourhood of ponds and un~ 

drained morasses excepted. The winter commences 
about Christmas, and ends with February; , but March 
and April are sometimes cold months. 

Captain Hudson, a Dutch navigator, discovered Hud
son's River, in the year 1609, and about the y7ar 1615, 

the Dutch took formal possession of the country, and 
formed a settlement, at the mouth of Hudson's Rivet, 
called New Amsterdam, and another 160 miles up the 
river, called Fort-Orange. In 1664, Charles II made a 
grant of the country to his brother, the duke of York, and an 
army of 3000 men was sent to take possession of it, which 
they easily accm11pfo}.~d, ~nd changed name of J\Te,.v 
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Amsterdam to JVew .. York, and Fort Orange to Albany. In 
1774, New York took an active part in the revolutionary 
war, and sent four delegates to the general congress. The 

state constitution was framed in 1777, and revised as it 
now stands in 1801. The state sends t,vo senators and 
17 representatives to congress. 

The state is divided into 4S counties, and about 300 
townships. The population in 1800 was 586,203 inclu
ding 20,613 slaves; being about 11 to the square mile. 

This state has progressed rapidly in population, wealth, 
and improvements. There are four incorporated cities, 
of which New York, already noticed, is the chief. The 
other:s are Albany, .Hudson, and Skenectady. 

AL,BANY is the seat of government, and contained, by 
the census of 1800, about 7000 inhabitants ; but they 
have sin.ce much increased. It is a place of considerable 
trade, and fast rising into importance. 

Hudson is situated at the head of ship navigation, and, 
though only laid out in 1784, such has been the rapidity 

of its growth, that it contained, by the census of 1800,. 
nearly 3000 inhabitants. They have here a very consider
able trade, and elegant packets to and from New York. 

Skenectady is a handsome, well-built city, on the Mo
hawk river, 16 miles from Albany, and, by the census of 
1800, contained 5289 inhabitants. It is a place of consi~ 

derable trade, and has a bank, a college, and three places 
for public worship. 

The other most important towns and villages are J\/ew. 
burg, Poughkeepsie, Troy, Lansingburg, and JVaterford, 
on the Hudson; Utica, Herkimer, and Rome, on the Mo
hawk; and Skeneateless, Geneva, Canandaigua, and Buf-
falo to the westward. The houses are generally substane 
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tially built, and are a good deal similar to thos.e in the 
New England _ states. The roads, bridges, ~J1d ca.nals 
are numerous, and of great importance. 

The agriculture of the state is far advai1ced. The sta. 
ple commodity is flour, of wl1ich a vast quantity i~ made 
annually for exportation ; and the state raises all the other 
kinds of produce, mentioned in the account ~f the New 
England states. 

jrhe .manufactures of the state are considerable, and in~ 
creasing ; particularly the articks of glass, ashes, iron-ware 
of various descriptions, leather_ of all kinds, hats, carriages, 
paper and printing, pottery ware, umbrellas, mathematical 
and musical instruments. The commerce of the state is 
exceedingly extended, and has been alluded to in the ac
count of New York ; besides which, there is a great com
merce on the lakes and the St. Lawrence, with .Canada. 

The society in this state is very mixed. The city and 
southern part of the state, and along the Hudson and Mo
hawk rivers, are mostly of Dutch, Scottish, and Irish ex
traction. To the west, the majority are New Englanders; 
but the whole harmonise and unite in this free country, 
and will soon form one mass of republicans. Education 
was, for a time, considerably neglected ; but it is now well 
attended to, considerable funds being appropriated to the 
support of it. There are several colleges in 'the state, and 
many academies : a taste for knowledge is increasing, and 
with it will increase the good sense of the community, 
and every useful art. 

Tbe government of the state is vested in a governor, 
lieutenant-governor, seAate, and house of representatives. 
The governor and lieutenant-governor are elected for three 
years; the senators for four; and the assemblymen are 

VOt', I, " .,, 
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chosen annually. The necessary qualifications for the· elec;;. 
tors, are six months residence in the state previous to the 
election ; the possession of a freehold of £. 20 value, or to 
have rented a tenement of the value of 40 shillings yearly; 
and to have been rated on the polls, and actually paid 

·taxes. to the state. 
The funds of this state are reported to be in · a most 

flourishing situation ; and such is the increase in wealth 
and population, that it is considered one of the most im
portant states in the union. 
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CHAP'I'ER XXI. 

Jersey ,-Brunswick ,-Princeton,-Trenton. 

WEDNESDAY, September 24. Having finished my 
business in New York, I took leave ofmy friends, and cross
ed Hudson's river, at 8 o'clock in the morning. The 
day was dull and cloudy, so that I could see but little ; 
but being quite in the humour for making inquiries red 
garding this extensive country, I took my place on the 
fore-seat beside the driver. It surprised me to observe 
how well informed this class of people are in America. In 
my journey through the New England states, I was high0 

ly gratified by the prompt and accurate answers which they 
made to my questions; and I resolved to follow the same 
plan of obtaining information throughout my tour. 

We took our departure at 9 o'clock, from a little town 
called Jersey, which is the landing-place from New York, 
and travelled a few miles through a country rather stony 
and sandy, to Bergen, a small village having a church, and 
said to be inhabited mostly by Dutch people. A little 
further on, we reached Hackensack river, which we passed 
by a toll-bridge, and immediately entered into a very ex
tensive swamp, through which the road is cut at a consi
derable expence. This swamp is said to be 50 miles long, 
and about four broad, and abounds with grass of a very 
strong kind, but it must be difficult to gather it. vVe saw, 
however, that it had been all cut during the summer. "\Ve 
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were much molested with musquetoes of a very large size, 
during our passage through it; soon after which we. pass
ed the Passaic river, an~l arrived at Newark, nine miles 
from New York. 

Hackensack river rises in New York state, and running 
a south-east course falls into Newark bay, a little below 
where we crossed it. It is navigable 15 miles up the 
country. Passaic river rises in the interior of the country, 
and running upYvards of 50 miles, by a very winding course, 
falls into Newark bay. It is· navigable about 10 miles ; 
and, about 14 miles from its outlet, th~re are falls on it of 
70 feet perpendicular, which form one of the greatest curi
osities in the state, and constitute a fine situation for mill. 
seats, at which a cotton manufactory has been recently es
tablished. 

Newark is a beautiful village, regularly laid out in broad 
streets, on a fine plain, and. contains nearly 2000 inhabi'" 
tants~ The public buildings are two places for public 
worship, a coud-house, and academy. Considerable manu
factures are can·ied on here, particularly of leather. The 
inhabitants have likewise a pretty extensive inland trade ; 
and have a bank to facilitate their commercial operations. 
The country is well cultivated in the neighbourhood, and 
Newark is.remarkable for the goodness of the cyder, of 
which a large quantity is made here annually. 

Six 111iles beyond Newark is Elizabethtown, containing 
two chutches ai1d an academy. It is a pretty little place, 
and the land in its neighbourhood is fertile, and well culti
vated. 

Ten miles from thence, through a pretty fertile country, 
we rra.checl JVoodbridge, a small village, where we stopped 
for dinner,. at 1 o'clock. "The day was rainy and disa-
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greeable, so that there was no great pleasure in viewing 
the country ; and as to amusement in the stage, I could 
get none, for there was a surly-looking man from Charles
ton, who engrossed all the conversation, and his whole 
talk was about cotton, and he spoke as if nobody 
knew any thing of the matter, but himself. 

At half-past three o'clock, we reached Brunswick, 36 
miles from New York, where we crossed the Rariton 
River, by a wooden bridge. This is one of the most 
considerable rivers in New Jersey. It rises about 30 
miles above this, and, running a south-east course, falls 

: into Raritan Bay at Amboy. It is navigable to this place, 
by which means a great trade is carried on with New York. 

BR u N s w I c K is an incorporated city, containing about 
3000 inhabitants. The greater part of it is low, and it is 
not very handsome, but seems to be improving. It was 
originally settled mostly by Dutch people, and there are. 
three Dutch churches. The other public buildings, 
worthy of notice~· are the ·Court-House and Academy; 
which last is said to be a very thriving seminary. The lands 
in the neighbourhood appear rough and rocky ; but we 
'Were informed that they raised pretty good crops, particu
larly of grass, which had, throughout the whole of this 
district, flourished very much of late, in consequence of 
the application of plaster of Paris. 

The afternoon continued wet, and the road was very 
.bad, through a level country, about 14 miles, when we 
·passed a small place called Kingston ; from whence the 
road is much improved, and proceeds through a fine 
,country, and by an easy ascent, about three miles, to 
Prirzceton, which we reached a little after dark. We 
should have stopped here for the night ; but there was a 
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Commencement ball at the stage-house, and we were 
informed that we must move on to Trenton, albeit the 
night was wet and dark, and we were sufficiently tired. 
I, was mortified at this decision, for I wished very much 
to see the ball. 

During the short time we stopped, I went into the ball
room, where the dance was going on, and almost the 
first object, that saluted my eyes, was Miss Gibbons, a 
dashing belle from Savannah. I thought myself at home, 
But I can't say I was so much pleased with the appear .. 
ance of the " fair ones," as I was in Yankee-land. There 
was a great number of '·' elegant forms," and "hand .. 

. some faces," but the dress was, generally speaking, 
showy, not neat---the .indication of a bad taste ; and the 
most of them had large, three inch diameter sort of rings 
in their ears, called by some of the students, not inaptly, 
" Cupid's chariot wheels." Nor did the dancing please 
me. The music was a French cotillion, to which they 
" sjJrawled and sprauclzled, '' and le tout ensemble w:as the 
very contrast to those soul-inspiring reels and strathspeys, 
which animate our Scots girls, and set them in motion, 
"their feet as pat to the music as its echo." I entered 
into conversation with some of the students and young 
ladies who were bye-standers, who answered my en
quiries with much affability ; and I left the room with 
regTet, when I was called to take my passage in the stage. 

Of the town of Princeton I could, of course, see no
thing, at that late hour, but I learned, that it is handsomely 
situated, on elevated ground, from whence there is a very 
fine view, through a well cultivated adjoining country. 
The number of dwelling-houses is about 100, and the 
college is reputed one of the best seminaries in. the United 
States. 
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Having got a number of the students as passengers, 
the stage was crowded; and, on our way to Trenton, it 
broke down, by one of the braces giving way. It is cus
tomary, in Britain, to provide against an accident of this 
kind, by having an iron chain, to supply the place of the 
brace; and the contrivance being a very simple one, I 
thought it would have been adopted here ; but to my 
surprise there was no chain, and the defect was supplied 
by breaking down an honest man's fence, and thrusting a 

rail ,under the carriage, while the passengers stood almost 
up to the ancles in the mud, holding it up. Being fixed 
in this way, we jolted on to Trenton, which we reached 
near 12 o'clock at night. 

TRENTON is the capital of New Jersey, and is situated 
on the Delaware river, 30 miles from Philadelphia, and 
66 from New York. It is a handsome little town, con
taining about 200 houses. The public buildings are, the 
state-house, a court-house, and episcopal church, a pres .. 
byterian church, a quaker meeting-house, and methodist 
meeting-house. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

New Jersey 

'Is situated between 39° and 41 ° 20; north latitude, and 
1 ° 30' and 3° 5' east longitude. Its length is 145 miles, 
and its breadth 60. It contains 7920 square miles, being 
5,068,800 acres. 

The state extends along the sea-coast upwards of· 100 
miles, which, with the exception of the highlands of Never 
Sink, is low and sandy, but it is more elevated, and more 
diversified, towards the interior. The northern part swells 
,out into high lands, and, towards the extremity of the state, 
there are considerable mountai11s. The principal rivers 
.have been already noticed, ,md there are n? other of any 
note, though small streams are numerotls, and supply the 
state abundantly with mill-seats. 

The state abounds with miqerals; producing iron, lead, 
copper, gypsum, coal, and slate; and there are several use
ful clays and ochres. 

About one-fourth part of the state is sandy and barren; 
there are in the southern parts extensive pine barrens, and 
cedar swamps. Large tracts of salt meadow run along 
Delaware bay, and the ~ivers which fall into the Atlantic. 
Along the rivers and small streams in the interior of the 
state there is much good land; and the hilly district 
abounds with fertile valleys. 
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The climate is strikingly different in the different sec~ 
tions of the state. In the northern part there is cleat, set:.. . 
tled weather, and the winters are excessively cold, but.the 
whole is very healthy. In the southern part, particularly 
towards the extremity, the climate approaches to that of 
the southern states, and is subject to very sttdden changes. 

New Jersey was first settkd by·the Dutch,in 1618; but 
falling into the hands of the·English, it was granted, ~long 
with New York, by Charles II, to his brother the duke 
of York. It was among the first states that acceded to 
the union, and sent five delegates to congress in 1774. It 
bore a very active part in the ~ontest for independence, and 
was.long the theatre of.war, in which it suffered great los·ses 
and privations. It now sends two senators and six repre~ 
sentatives to the congress of the United Stateso 

The state is divided into 13 counties and 100 townships; 
and contains 211, 149 inhabitants, including 12,4,22 slaves?, 
being upwards of 26 persons to the square mile. 

The principal towns have been already mentioned, be= 
sides tvhich there ar~ Burlington and Bordentown, two con~ 
siderable places on the Delaware, and Salem and Patterson,. 
in the interior; which last is a manufacturing town, at the 
falls of Passaic, already noticed, and is rising fast into im., 
portancc. The country is pretty well improved by thriv .,,_ 
jng farms, and the roads and bridges are numerous. I 
did not hear of any canals; but I learned thei-e was one 
pr~jected across the country from Bnmsvirick to TrentoI?,,. 
which, if carried into effect will certainly be a great im .. 
provcment, as it will complete the inland navigation·· be .. 
tween New York and Philadelphia. 

New J crsey is settled with frugal, industrious farmers" 
The produce of the :~.t;itc is, ,vhcnt, rye. barley, oats, In-< 

VOL. T. T 
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dian corn, potatoes; and other vegetables, and a vast quan. 
tity of fruit; and butter and cheese are made in great 
quantities, for the supply of the New York and Philadel .. 

·phia. markets. 
The inhabitants of New Jersey, except in the towns, 

make the greater part of their clothing,. ~1d there are seve
ral manufactories of cottons and woollens, on a large scale. 
Of iron, the manufactures are very extensive, and the quan
tity is considerable of leather, glass, and paper. The state 
has hardly any foreign commerce, nearly the whole being 
carried on through the medium of New York and Phila
delphiao The principal sea-port is Amboy, but the p.irect 
exports, annu:ally, amount to only a few- thousand dollars. 
The state is. supplied with foreign goods through the large 
cities already mentioned. 

The general dissemination· of knowledge through the 
state has not been attended to according to its importance. 
There are numerous seminaries for the higher branches of 
literature, but the state seems defective in common schools. 
I keep the parish schools in Scotland constantly in my 
mind, and I regret when the system for the instruction of 
of the mass of the people does not come up to that 
standard. 

The government of this state is vested in a governor, 
legislative council, and general assembly. The council 
consists of one member, and the assembly of three memA 
bers from each county, chosen annually by the people, 
The governor is . chosen annually by the council and as~ 
sembly. The qualification for a voter is £. 50. The 
state is prospering, and increasing in population and 
wealth. 
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CHAPTER XXITI.. 

Trenum bridge ,-Bristol,-Philadelph.ia. 

· THURSDAY, September 25th, W@ set out from Trene 
ton, at 6 o'clock in the morning, and crossed the river 
.Delaware by Trenton bridge. This bridge was finished 
in' February last, and being one of the most elegant in the 
United States, and different in construction · from any . I 
have seen before, it merits a particular description. It 
c011sists of five arches of 194 feet span each, built of white 
pine, and supported on strong stone piers ; the whole length 
is 970 feet; the breadth 36. The arches are elevated over 
h€ad. by substantial rafters, and the platform, or carriage~ 
way, is suspended by these arches, and forms a plane the 
whole length of the bridge. Above the top of the arches 
the roof is covered in, so as to secure the whole from the 
weather; and the carriage-way is divided into two sections, 
each of which is appropriated to travellers in one direction. 
At the entrance, passengers are directed to take the road 
on the right hand. Upon the whole, this is ~ very elegant 
piece of architecture. It was commenced in 1804, and is 
the plan of a mechanic of the name of Burr. 

The Delaware . is a noble river. Its head waters are in 
New York state, from whence it pursues a south-east 
course, forming the boundary between that state and 
Pennsylvania, about 60 miles, and thence forms the boun. 
dary betwee~ Peni:isylv~)a and New Jersey, -upwards of 
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100 more to this place, where there are falls, but of no 
great height. From hence it increases in breadth, during 
a course of 36 miles to Philadelphia, where it is a mile 
broad. As it proceeds downwards it gradually increases, 
and, 40 miles below Philadelphia, at Newcastle, it is two 
miles broad, thence it spreads out into a spacious bay, and 
falls into the Atlantic ocean 70 miles below Newcastle, its 
outlet being .25 i11iles wide. It is navigable for vessels of 
any burden to Philadelphia,; fo:r; slqopsand other small craft 
to Trenton, where it is obstructed ,by the falls; but above. 
them it is navigable for boats upwards of 100 m.iles. 

J~mediately after passing this ri;ver we were in the stq1te 
of ~ennsylvania; and among the fii:st houses th3:t attra~ted 
111y notice was Morrisville,. the seat•· qf general 4\foreau. ~t 
is a ~ne house, with degant g~qtmg$ about. it, and I hay~ 
n<); doubt but tl),e generalfi11ds it~ h~ppy retr~~~ from the tur-. 
bul~nt scenes of Europe. l cou\d npt,pas~;,th{s place with~ 
out a great variety of reflections~ ... ,General l\fo~eau bor.e 
an . active part in the French revolution,: a:n9i. :~npported ~. 
character in arms, rivalled, only by .th,at of Bo.n.apar:te hi1n
~elfi He foµght for republican pripciples, , a,nd braved 
every t;ianger to establjsh theJ!l, i~1 his native~ land. His 
:rep1;.1tation rose with h,i$ e~traordi11ary. merit, and he was in 
the full tide of popularity in the republic, which he had 
served to establish, \i\Then,. by a: sudden transition·. of fortune, 
that . republic vanished from. the ecUih : his great. rival in . 

1 arms ,vas elevated to a throne; and he vvas. exikd to the 
banks of the Delaware. But happy, in my mind, is he 
who is thus exiled. A republican finds here i REPUB

r.1c, and the only republic on the face of the earth that 
ever deserved the name : where all are under the protec
tion of eq~al laws; of laws made by THEM SE L v Es ; where 
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every man "sits under his vine,.and under his fig-tree, and 
none to make him afraid;" and where, far removed from 
the turbulence and din of maddened Europe, he can en
joy " health, and peace, and sweet content." 

From Trenton bridge we travelled ·10 miles, to Bristol. 
The road was good, and passes partly by the river sid~, 
through a level country, but· the soil is rather sandy. The 
banks of the river are very beautiful, and adorned with 
many elegant villas. Bristol is a handsome village, on the 
hanks of the river, and contains probably about 100 houses, . 
many of them elegant. A few miles beyond Bristol we 
passed a considerable creek, and continuing our course 
near the river sid~, through ~ very fin€ country, we passed 
thrqugh ,Frankford, five miles from Philadelphia. This is 
an elegant village, containing about 100 houses, and is a 
place :Of GOnsideral;)le resort for the inhabitants, of Philadel
phia, in the s1{m1~er season. A little beyond this we pass..; 
eel a ri~ing ground, called Prospect Ifill, where we had the 

first view of Philadelphia. The road here is broad, and 
well metalled with broken stones, which renders travelling 
prettyrough, but it is good upon the whole. The country 
is now rich and level, abounding in gardens and orchards ; 
and exhibits every appearance of the approach to a great 
city. On entering the city, I ,vas quite delighted with the· 
regularity of the streets, and beauty of the buildings. The 
stage drove nearly a mile through the city, and · I took up 
my residence at the Mansion-House Hotel, in Third~ 
street. 
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CHAPTER xxrv. 

Philadelphia$ 

THIS city is situated between the Delaware and Schuyla 
kill rivers, about four miles above their junction. It is· 
laid out on. an· elegant plan, with streets crossing one ano-
ther at right angles, arid extends between the two rivers, 
being upwards of two miles in length, from east to west, 
and a little more than one mile in breadth. There are 
large suburbs to the north, and south, on the Delaware 
. .river, called the Northern Liberties, Kensington,and South
wark; and these extend upwards of a mile to, the north, 
and half a mile south of the city, making the extreme 
length on the Delaware river nearly three miles. But the 
city is closely built to the westward only about a mile; · 
the buildings on the remaining part, towards the Schuyl
kill, being very thinly scattered. It is however rapidly · 
filling up in that . direction. High or Market-street is 
about 100 feet broad, and running the whole length of 
the city,. is terminated by the Schuylkill bridge to the 
'!sest. A street of equal breadth, called Broad-street, cross
es it in the middle, where there·. is a large area, called 
Centre-Square, on which the water-works are built. The 
:streets running parallel to High-street are named after va
rious trees said to have been found on the ground on 
which they are laid out. To the north, are Mulberry, 
Sassafras, and Vine; to the south, Chesnut, JYalnut, L9~ 
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cust, Spruce, Pine, and Cedar. The cross streets are 
numbered according to situation from the rivers, thus) 
Front, Second, Third, and so on,· to Thirteenth, on the 
Delaware side; and from Front to Eighth, on the Schuyl
kill side. Mulberry-street is 60 feet wide, and all the 
other streets are 50. It was the intention of the benevo.; 
lent projector of the city that Front-street, on the Dela
ware, should have been the eastern boundary, and that the 
space between that and the river should have been con
verted into public ground, useful and ornamental to the 
city; but this elegant plan has given way to the avidity for 
commercial gain, and this spot is now thickly built up with 
wharves, warehouses, and dwelling-houses; which form a 
street on the low ground along the margin of the river, 
called Water -street. In the original plan there were a 
great number of public squares, but several of them have 
also been infringed upon, though there are still many left, 
which are very ornamental to the city. 

This city contained, by the census of 1800, 81,000 in
habitants, and, as there has been a great increase since, 
they are now estimated at upwards of 90,00o-,.~; and the 
buildings at upwards of 14,000. 

The city is composed almost wholly of brick houses, 
covered with slate, or shingles; and they are generally or
namented with marble steps, with soles and lintels for the 
doors and windows; which form an elegant contrast with 
the brick, and add much to the beauty of the buildings. 
Some of the public buildings are wholly composed of 
marble, and others are much ornamented ,vith it, which 
,gives the city an elegant and even magnificent appear
ance. 

~ By the census of 1810, the city and county C()ntain 111,210, 
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, The public buildings ate very numerous. The bare 
mention of a few of them will be sufficient to convey an 
idea of the importance of this city. The State-House, 
with the Court-Houses and Philosophical Hall adjoining, 
the Dispensary, Alms-House, Hospital, Jail, Carpenters' 
Hall, College, Academy, Library, two theatres, four banks, 
five quaker meeting-houses, six presbyterian churches, 
three episcopal churches, four Roman catholic churches, 
three methodist ·churches, and· one each for German Cal
vinists, German Lutherans, Swedish Lutherans, Mora. 
vians, baptists, Jews, and universalists*. 

The State-House is remarkable as being the place 

from whence the independence of the United State~ was 
first proclaimed ; and the legislature of the United States 
held their meetings iri the adjoining buildings, while Phila
delphia was · the seat of the general government. When 
the legislature of Pennsylvania continued at Philadelphia, 

they held their meetings in the State-House; but the seat 

of government has been removed to Lancaster, arid that 
building now contains Peale's Museum. 

There are three market-houses in the city, the principal 
of which is in High-street. It is a very handsome build
ing, about a quarter of a mile in length, and is well supplied 
with provisions. The price of provisions is somewhat 
cheaper than in Nnv York. Beef, mutton, and veal may 
be quoted at from 6 to 8 cents per pound, and, generally 
speaking, all other articles of domestic production may be 
quoted as one-fifth cheaper than in the latter city. 

The manufactures of this city are rising into great imrl 
1)ortance. The principal are leather of every description, 

'.K A unitarian ch1.1rch is now ( 181 ::2) building-. 
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a great variety of wood and iron work, ships, ropes, fer
mented and distilled liquors, earthenware, tin plate, hats, 
stockings, and a vast variety of cloths of various descrip
tions. The printing business is better . established here 
than in any other place on the continent, and gives employ
ment to a great number of paper-mills, and all classes con
nected with the book-trade: printers, type-founders, en
gravers, bookbinders, and booksellers and stationers. 

The whole export trade of the state is carried on through 
this city. The exports are grain, flour, and provisions, 
flaxseed, timber, various iron utensils, cordage, bark, skins, 
hosiery, gunpowder, ashes, candles, cyder, &c. Theim
ports consist of British manufactures to a great amount, 
West India produce, India goods, China produce, &c. 
The exports of the state, in 1805, amounted to 13,762,252 
dollars, of which 4,365,240 dollars was the produce of th~ 
state; and the imports may be reckoned at considerably 
more, as Philadelphia supplies the inhabitants of an im
mense back country with manufactured goods, who find 
an o{itlet for their produce by another channel, and remit 
in domestic produce or specie, neither of which is exhi~ 
bited in the custom.house returns. 

This city is under great obligations to the quakers, who 
have given a tone to the manners of the people different 
from what is to be found in most other places of equal 
extent. They are industrious and sober, and, though 
sufficiently commercial, they_do not conduct their business 
in the same dashing style ,vhich is done by some commer
cial cities; but confine themselves within bounds, and· 
secure what they gain. Education is on an excellent 
footing: besides the larger seminaries already noticed, 
there are numerous academies and schools throughout the 

yot. I. T] 
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city. The arts and sciences have been long cultivated. 

A Philosophical Society was established in the year 1769, 

and they have published several volumes of their transac

tions. The Library Company was established as early as 

the year 1731.-The other societies of greatest importance 

are, the College of Physicians, instituted for the purpose 

of promoting medical, anatomical, and chemical know. 

ledge;, the Pennsylvanian Society for promoting the Abo., 

lition of Slavery, and the relief of free Negroes unta,"fully 

held in bondage; the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 

Arts ; the Agricultural Society ; Premium Society ; a 

Society for alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons; 

Humane Society; Marine Benevolent Society; St. An

drew's Society; Scots Thistle Society; St. Patrick's 

Society; Hibernian Society; St. George's Society; 

Welsh Society ; French Benevolent Society ; German 

Society. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is established 

here, and there are 15 or 16 lodges of free-masons. 

The police of the city is said to be better regulated 

than that of any other on the continent. It appears to be 

much better than New York. There are public scaven

gers, who clean the streets at stated times, and the side

pavements are generally washed every morning. These 

are broad, and generally well paved with brick, and, the 

streets being lined with rows of trees, a walk through the 

city in a summer morning is delightful. The city is ele. 

vateci 50 or 60 feet above the river, in consequence of 

which there is an ample descent for the water; and the 

streets are well supplied with common sewers, which 

serve to cmTy off all the filth ; and they are kept 

sweet by the supply of fresh water from the water-works, 

which is constantly pouring into them from every part of 
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the city. This supply of water also keeps the streets pure 
by running along the gutters, so that almost every street 
has a little stream on each side of it ; and this circum
,stance, though apparently trivial, is probably of more im-

. portance than is generally imagined. 
They have here, as well as in New York, adopted the 

plan of sinking necessaries; but I was informed that those 
in Philadelphia must be regularly cleaned, and I did not 
observe the smell to be near so offensive as at New York: 
both cities, however, in my opinion, would admit of great 
improvement in this important branch of police* .. 

'fhe inhabitants generally have fresh complexions, the 
indication of temperance -and health. Their dress and· 
manners are pretty much assimilated to those of New 
York, although there is a considerable sprinkling of the 
quaker habits diffused through the city, which may at 
first view, to a stranger, appear more forbidding and au
stere; but; on the other hand, the attention they do pay, 
being the result of consideration, may probably be more 
sincere, and their friendship of a kind that will wear well. 

* Sunk necessaries are, I believe, common throughout the Uni-

·ted States, and have, at first view, the appearance of contributing to 

cle:mliness, as they are depositories under ground for every kind of 

filth. But it is to be observed, that the filth collected in them is 
constantly generating a most offensive and pernicious gas, which 
mingles with the atmosphere ; is breathed every clay by the inhabi

tants of large cities, and mnst contribute to render them unhealthy. 

vVould it not be wise to prevent this? There is no way of doing it, 

I apprehend, but by constructing necessaries on a plan that they may 

be cleaned once a week or oftener, and have this, and all other filth, 

deposited in dung-hills in the country, from whence it may be taken 

to manure the ground. In some cities that have come under my 

observation, the price obtained for the manure, is more than equal 
to the expence of keeping them clean. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Philadelphia,-IVater-works,-State Prison,-_ Library, 
-Museum,---Falls of Schuylkill. 

THE two first days of my stay in Philadelphia were 
wet. and stormy, so that I could see but little. I took 
a ride, in company with a friend, to the floating bridge 
on the Schuylkill river, near its junction with the Dela
ware. The river is here about 300 yards broad, and the 
country between it and Philadelphia is level, rich, and 
well cultivated. 

On the 27th, I ·{vent to see the water-works. The 
building which contains the reservoir is in the Centre
Square, being the most elevated ground in the city. It 
occupies a square of 60 feet, and from the middle there is 
a circular tower, 40 feet in diameter, and 60 feet big~ 
which contains th~ reservoir ; and this tower is terminated 
by a dome, which gives it a very handsome appearance. 
The water is conveyed to this building from the Schuyl
kill, . a distance of nearly a mile, through a circular brick 
tunnel, of six feet diamete;r, having a fall of six inches 
toward the Schuylkill. The water is received from· the 
Schuylkill into a substantial basin and canal, and from thence 
is raised by a steam-engine to the level of the aqueduct, 
which conveys it to the Centre-Square. It is there received 
into another basin, and thence, by another steam-engine, is 
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elevated to the circular tower, from whence it issues through 
wooden pipes, in all directions, to supply the city. 

The whole expence of the works was about 150,000 
dollars (£. 33,750 sterling). The work was undertaken 
by the corporation, who raised the funds partly by a tax, 
and partly by loan, . allowing the subscribers to the loan 
six· per cent. interest for their money, and the use of the 
water free for three years, for every 100 dollars sub
scribed. 

The city is supplied with water by contract, and . the 
contractor is obliged to supply three millions of gallons 
per day if required. The annual expence is six thousand 
dollars for one million of gallons ·per day, and for any ad
ditional quantity, up to two millions, the expence is at the 
rate of half that sum. The engine is 40 horse power, and 
can raise, if necessary, four millions and a half of gallons 
per day, so that the supply must be abundant for every 
purpose. 

The water is soft and good, but it is not filtered, and 
is, of course, sometimes muddy, though never so much 
so as to render it unfit for use; and it is always whole
some. It is of great importance to these works, that they 
are the property of the public, and not subject to indivi
dual speculation, in consequence of which the supply is 
liberal, and there are fountains in every street to which 
the whole public have access. The water can be used 
for watering tl;ie streets, or extinguishing fires, as often as 
may be necessary; while every householder, by paying a 
reasonable compensation, can have a hydrant in any part 
of his premises that he pleases, even to the attic story. In 
short, this 1Nater is a great luxury, and is, in my opinion~ 
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of incalculable advantage to the health, as it certainly is to 
the convenience and comfort of the commuhity. 

The supply of cities with water is a subject of great 
importance, and it is to be hoped that the inhabitants of 
other places in the United States will profit by the lauda
ble example set them by the citizens of Philadelphia, and 
the happy effects which have resulted from it. The power 
of the steam~engine, properly applied, can send water to 
any city, and cities are generally sufficiently opulent to 
bear the expence. All that is wanting is a proper plan, 
put· in motioh by some of the leading men. On this 
branch I have to notice, that a great saving can be made 
frorn the application of the forcing pump, by ,vhich means 
the water can be conveyed to any reasonable height and 
distance, by one, engine. The conductor must, in that 
case, be constructed of metallic tubes, which can be made 
of any diameter, according to the supply of water wanted; 
and they must be furnished ,vith valves to prevent the re
action of the water. 

I shall also notice, in this place, that filtration of the wa~ 
t.er is a great improvement, and it can be easily done, to 
any extent ,vhatever, by the application of a plan, the in
vention of a very ingenious mechanic in Scotland, which I 
shall here communicate. 

l shall describe it from the model which I saw; the ap
plication to any scale is easy. The model consisted of a 
cask, in which was inserted a false bottom about three 
inches above the real bottom. The false bottom was per
forated vvith small holes, and in the middle was a tube, 
elevated a little above the . top of the cask, and which 
formed a communication through the false bottom to the 
space below. The cask was filled with gTavel of a pro~ 
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per kind for filtration. The water was conveyed through 
the tube into the- space between the two bottoms, where it 
deposited the greater part of its sediment, and rising up
wards through the gravel, on the principle of a spring, 
ran over at the top of the cask, pure,and transparent. The 
effect was as complete as cduld be imagined. The water 
that he used was very muddy, and was, by this simple 
contrivance, rendered perfectly pure; the contrast being 
so great, that when it was exhibited in the different states 
in clear wine-glasses, the one, to use the inventor's ex
pression, was like pUinch, the other like pure spirits. 

He informed me that the gravel answered be,tter at the 
time I viewed it, than it did at first, probably in conse
quence of the mud already deposited, attracting that in the 
water. He had not used it lorig enough to ascer:tain the 
period at which it would get too much choaked up by the 
mud; but he had a contrivance to obviate the effect· of it, 
equally simple and efficacious with all the rest. It con. 
sisted in opening a stop-cock below, and letting the water' 
filter downwards, by which means it would wash all the 
sediment along with it. 

I have seen different filters, some of them upwards, 
some downwards, and some lateral ; but I never saw 
any so simple, and so complete as this. 

The best mode of applying the plan upon a large scale 
would, I think, be this. To have a reservoir of from 10 
to 20 feet deep, and of any dimensions that might be 
wanted for the purpose intended. Have it lined and bed
ded with hewn stone, and divided into three appartments. 
Let one of these receive the water where it will deposit its 
sediment. From. thence let it run into the second contain-
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ing the filter; and from thence be conveyed · into the third, 
clear for use. 

It is to be observed,. that the first of these apartments 
~ust be elevated a little above the second, and the second 
above the third ; and the elevation may be great or small, 
according to the rate at which the water is required to 
circulate from the one to the other. 

Frora the Water-Works I went, accompanied by a 
friend, to see the State-Prison. I was introduced to one 
of the inspectors, who was also one of the founders of the 
institution. He accompanied us, and explained the whole 
system very much to my satisfaction. 

This benevolent institution owes its . origin to the en
lightened citizeBs of Philadelphia. Its object is to receive 
the vicious, and, if possible, to reclaim them to virtue ; 
and is an admirable contrast to the sanguinary punishments 
of old governments, who, for even pecuniary offences, 
send them off to the other world to be reclaimed there. 
This institution does not admit offenders till after convic
tion, when they are received from the different parts of the 
state. It is hence called the State-Prison. vVhen a cri
minal is received, his name is put upon record, or, to use 
a commercial idea, he becomes a partner in the concern, 
a:nd an account is accordingly raised for him in the books. 
Inquiry is then made what he can do ; if he can work at 
any trade, he is taken to the apartment where that branch 
is carried on, and has his task assigned him. If. he c::i.n 
work at no trade, he is sent to saw marble., As a stimulus 
to industry, the convicts get credit in the books for the 
proceeds of their labour, and are debited with the expence 
of their board and clothing, which, however, is not very 
expensive, as every thing is conducted upon an economi-
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cal plan, and when they are released, shonld their earnings . 
be more than the expence of maintenance, the balance is 
paid to them. 

Almost every trade is carried on in the prison; and. the 
institution is so organized, that every necessary of life is 
attended to by the convicts th€mselve.s : baking, cooking, 
scrubbing the rooms, and so on ; and every thing is kept 
'remarkably clean. The food is wholesome and nutritive, 
consisting of Indian meal, bread, and meat. . The drink 
is molasses and water ; and no spiritoqs liquors are ad
mitted within the walls of the . prison. 

There is a separate apartment for the reception of fe .. 
· male convicts, where the various parts of .female labour 
are carried on, and it is otherwise under the same system, 
of management as that for the males. 

I visited every apartment, and was highly pleased with 
the order and economy of th~ whole establishment. In 
the course of our visit, one of the convicts came up to 
our conductor, and solicited very strongly for his recom ... 
mendation in his favour. Upon making inqniry what he 
meant by this, I was i11fotmed, that, as the. object is purely _ 
to protect society from the inroads of the vicious, and to 
reclaim the vicious to civilized life, the governor has the 
power of mitigating the punishment, and of pardoning the 
offenders, upon receiving satisfactory evidence that the ap ... 
plicant is fit for civil society; and the best evidence being 
the opinion of the inspectors of the prison; the criminal~ 
are, of course, anxious to procure it in their favour .. 
This is a very happy stimulus to good behaviour. Our 
conductor observed, that it was a very sacred trust, and 
to be used with gr,eat caution. He did not think this 
chap was yet ripe for a release ; he must wait a littl~,~ 

VOL. I. 
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The whole institution is under the direction of compe .. 
t~nt managers ; and, to. insure proper discipline, there are 
a gradation of punishments within the prison, consisting 
chiefly of solitary confinement' in cells. 

I notice this subject particularly, because it is, so far 
as I know, of pure ·American .origin, and is happily adapt
ed to the genius of the government of the country, mild, 
just, anc:l merciful. Some of the other states, already no
ticed, have imitated the example of Pennsylvania; and I 
'was informed, that the plan was likely to be generally 
adopted throughout the. Union. 

We next visited the Library, the account of which I 
shall transcribe from the Contin~ation of the Life of Dr. 
Franklin. 

" The promotion of literature had been little attended 
tb in Pennsylvania. Most of the inhabitants were too 
much immersed in business to think of scientific pursuits; 
and those few, whose inclinations led them to study; found 
it difficult to gratify them, from the want · of sufficiently 
large libraries. In such circumstances, the establishment 
of a public library was an. important event. This was first 
set on foot by Franklin, about the year 1731, Fifty per
sons subscribed forty shillings ea9h, and agTeed to pay 
ten shillings annually. The number increased, and, in 
17 42, the comp~my was incorporated by the name of 
( The Library Company of Philadelphia.' Several other 
companies were formed in this city, in imitation of it; 
and these were all, at length, united with the , Library 
Company of Philadelphia, which thus received a conside
rable accession of books and property. It now contains 
about 8000 volumes on all subjects, a philosophical appa
ratu~, and a good beginning towards a collection of natu. 
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ral and artificial curiosities, besides landed property of 
considerable value, The company have lately built an 
elegant house in Fifth-street, in the front of which will be 
a marble statue of their founder,··Benjamin Franklin. 

" This institution was greatly encouraged by the friends 
ofliterature in America and in Great Britain. The Penn 
family distinguished themselves by their donations.
Among the earliest friends of this institution must be 
mentioned the late Peter Collinson, the friend and cor~ 
respondent of Dr. Franklin. He not only made conside~ 
rable presents himself, and obtained many others from his 
friends, but voluntarily undertook to manage the business 
of the company in London, recommeriding books, pu.r ... 
chasing and shipping them. His extensive knowledge, 
and zeal for the promotion of science, enabled him to exe-· 
cute this important trust with the ·greatest advantage; 
and he continued to perform these services for more than 
30 years, and uniformly refused to accept of any cmnpen-
sation. During this time, he communicated to the direc .. 
tors every information relative to improvements and disco .. 
veries in the arts, agriculture, and philosophy. 

" The beneficial influence of this institution was soon 
evident. The cheapness of the terms rendered it accessi-
ble to every one. Its advantages were not confined to the 
opulent. The citizens in the middle and lower walks of life 
were equally partakers of them. Hence, a degree of infor .. 
mation was extended among all classes of the people, 
which is very unusual in other places. The example was 
soon followed. Libraries were established in various pla~ 
ces, and they are now become very numerous in the 
United States, particularly in Pennsylvania. It is to be 
hoped that they will be still more widely extended, and_ 
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that information will be every where increased. This will 
be the best security for maintaining our liberties. A na
tion of well-informed men, who have bee1" taught to know 
and prize the rights which God has given them, cannot be 
enslaved. It is in the regions of ignorance that tyranny 
reigns. It flies before the light of science. Let the citi
zens of America, then, encourage institutions calculated to 
diffuse knmvledge amongst the people ; and among these 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES are not the least important." 

The library has· been since removed to the building al
luded to in the above extract. It is elegant and com
modious, and has a statue of Franklin in front,the dona
tion of the late. Mr. Bingham. The library now consists 
of more than 14,000 volumes, in all the various depart
ments of literature. It is divided into shares of 40 dol-. 
Iars each; but the number is unlimited. The subscribers 
are at present upwards of 500. Besides the purchase of 
the share, each subscriber pays two dollars annually, to 
the support of the institution. 

The library is open every day, except Sunday, from 2 
o'clock to sunset, and the subscribers may either read in 
the library, or be accommodated with books to read. in 
their houses. The rule relative to strangers and non-sub
scribers is very liberal. They may have the use of the 
books in the library, while it is open, free of ex pence, or, 
on depositing the value, may borrow books and peruse 
them at home, on paying a small sum for the use of them. 

I may take occasion to remark here that I consider 40 
dollars of entry to a library too high, and two dollars of 
annual subscription too low. The great object of a libra~ 
:ry is to disseminate knowledge. To secure that object, 
the library should be withir1. the reach of every member of 
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the community. But every one cannot afford to give 40 
dollars at once, while the greater part of those who wish 
to read can afford more than two dollars a year. The 
cl~ss of people to whom an institution of this kind is the 
most valuable is young men entering into the world, 
many of whom could not, or would not willingly, advance 
40 dollars, but who would cheerfully give four or five 
dollars a year. Would it not be a wise regulation to ac
commodate such? 

The most flourishing library, in poiht of funds, that I 
have heard of, is one in London, where the entry is one 
guinea, and the annual subscription is the same. It is en
tirely public, unclogged with any idea of stock, or shares. 
The subscribers are above 1000, and the income is, of 
course, above 1000 guineas a year. 

The Glasgow public library is on a similar plan, but 
with more limited funds, and is the most thriving institu
tion of the kind that has ever come under my observation*., 

From the library, we passed to Peale's Museum, which 
is a very excellent collection, principally of subjects in na~ 
tural history? and does honour to the ingenuity and taste 
of the proprietor. Among other curiosities it contains an 
entire skeleton of the mammoth, well worth the attention 
of the naturalist. 

I took a walk to the Schuylkill bridge, which is an ele
gant structure, consisting of three arches, built of wood, 
supported by strong stone piers, and covered in on the 
top. T'he length of the bridge is 5 50 feet, Besides the 
abutments and wing walls, which are 7 50 more. The 
span of the middle arch is 198 feet, that of the other two 
J50 each. It is 42 feet wide. The foot-ways on each 

~·" Sec Appendix, No. 3, 
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side occupy five feet each, and the carriage-way, which is 
divided into two parts, 32. The· bridge, which was six 
years in, building, was finished last year, and the expence 
was 2S5,000 dollars. 

September 28. Having visited every thing I . wished 
to see in the city, I was invited by a party' of friends to 
take a jaunt in the country. We crossed Schuylkill by 
the foresaid bridge, and travelled four or five miles, to see 
a flax spinning-mill, belonging to a gentleman from Dun. 
dee. Th'e mill was not at work, but we were informed 
that the business was doing very well ; the produce was 
mostly twine. Being joined by the Dundee manufacturer, 
we passed on to the Falls of Schuylkill, where, at a very 
pleasant situation on its banks, we stopped for dinner. 

The Schuylkill river rises in the mountains, about 120 
miles north-west of Philadelphia, and is navigable from 

Reading downwards to the u1Jper falls, three miles above 
where we stopped. The tide rises to the lower falls, 
where the river is about 150 yards broad. The falls are 
much broken by huge masses of stone, with which the 
bed and banks of the river abound. The banks are high
ly romantic, and are ornamented with many elegant coun

try seatso 
\Vhile dinner was preparing we had a dish of politics, 

in which frequent appeals were made to me ; but I declined 
taking any share in the argument, for I did not fully 
agree with either party. Indeed, I saw pretty plainly that 
self-interest was at the bottom of it, and that the party
names they assumed were merely other terms for importers 
and manufacturers, who conceiving that their interests 
were opposed to each other~ blamed the government of the 
United States-the one party for doing too much in sup-
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port of domestic manufactures, and the other.for. doing too 
little. But all was discussed in good humour. 

After dinner, we returned, through a pleasant, well-culti~ 
vated country, by an excellent turnpike road, and· in our 

. way stopped at Harrowgate, where there is a medicinal 
spring, which is a good deal frequented in the summer 
season. We returned to the city in the. evening.. The 
day was clear and pleasant, and the air cool .and healthy, 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Pennsylvmzia. 

THIS fine state is situated between 3 9° 43' and 4.2° 
north latitude, and 2° 20' east, and·· 3° 30' west Longitude. 
It_is 320 miles long, from east to west, and 162 miles 
broad; and contains 49,390 square miles, being 31,609,600 

acres. 
The face of the country is remarkably diversified. · 

The south-east part, to the distance of about 60. or 70 
miles from Philadelphia, is an undulating country, swell
ing in some 'places into considerable hills, but is not moun
tainous. The mountainous region then commences, and 
extends across · the country about 120 miles. The moun
tains are generally in long chains, running north-east and 
south-west. Between the chains, the country is rough and 
hilly, but there are many fine valleys; and the whole 
abounds with picturesque scenery. To the nmih and 
west of the mountains, the country is elevated, abound
ing with hills, valleys, and rich scenery ; which continue 
about 120 miles, to the extremity of the state. 

The country is re111arkably well watered. Lake Erie 
is situated on the north-west, and the Delaware bay on 
the south-east, by both of which there are fine outlets, 
the one affording direct and speedy communication with 
the Atlantic Ocean, the other communicating with it by 
the more circuitous course of the river St. Lawrence ; 
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·while 'it is a link in the ch?jn of an inland navigation, ex
tending through the lakes upwards of a. thousand miles. 
To the south~west, the state communicates with the Ohio, 
having an outlet through the Mississippi, to the Gulph of 
Mexico ; and, from the middle, there is an outlet through 
the Susquehannah to the Chesapeak-bay. 

The rivers Delaware and Schuylkill have been already 
mentioned. The most important of the others I shall notice 
in their order from east to west. 

The Lehigh rises among the mountains, between the 
Delaware and Susquehannah, and, running a very crooked 
passage, emerges from the mountains about 50 miles from 
its source, and from thence runs through a fine country 
30 mile_s, during ,vhich it is navigable, to Easton, where 
it falls into the Delaware. 

The Susquelzannah is a noble river, and appears on the 
map like a large crooked tree, with numerous branches. 
The head waters of the eastern branch are numerous, and 
rise m the state of New York, not far from the waters of the 
Mohawk river. Passing into the state of Pennsylvania, it 
makes a remarkable bend, called appropriately the Big 
Bend; from thence it makes a stretch into· New York, and 
passing to the westward, about 40 miles, turns again to the 
southward, and passes into the state of Pennsylvania, 
where it forms a junction vvith the Tioga river at Tioga 
point. It then runs a south~east course, about 70 miles; when 
mnking a sudden bend, at a right angle, it runs a south~ 
\vest course, about 80 miles, and unites \vith the western 
branch, at Northumberland. The river is now nearly 
half a mile broad, and flows through the mountains, nearly 
a south course of 40 miles, to where it receives the 

VOL. I, y 
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Juniata river. From thence it makes a considerable bend 
to the eastward, and running about 10 miles, it emerges 
from the mountains, above Harrisburg; and keeps a south
·east course about 80 miles, when it falls into the Chesa. 

peak-bay. 
The Tioga river has its head waters partly in Pennsyl. 

vania, and partly in New York, where some of the streams 
approach ,vithin a few miles of the waters of the St. 
Lawrence. These all unite in New York state, towards 
the Painted Post, and run a south-east course of nea:dy 
40 miles, to the junction with the Susquehannah. 

The western branch of 1 the Susquehannah is formed by 
~any streams, beyond the Allegany mountains, some of 
them approaching within a few miles of the waters of the 
St. Lawrence, and others within a few miles of the waters 
of the Ohio and Mississippi, and runs a very circuitous 
course, upwards of 200 miles, principally among the 
mountains, to its junction with the east branch. -

The Juniata river rises on the Allegany mountains, 
near the head waters of the Conemaugh, a branch of the 
Ohio, .~nc:l passing through the mountains to the eastward, 
by a very serpentine course, it falls into the Susquehannah 
as aforesaid, its length being nearly 200 miles. 

The length of the Susquehannah, from the Chesapeak
bay to the head of the eastern branch, is upwards of 450 

· miles ; and the whole river, including its branches, waters a 
country nearly 200 miles square. It is navigable for large 
vessels only a few miles, and there are many islands, rocks, 

and falls, ·which obstruct the navigation for boats ; but it 
is presumed that thes~ can be removed, and tl~at, by the 
aid of smne locks and canals, it can be rendered naviga
ble, almost to the source of the eastern branch. The 
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western branch is navigable, for boats, nearly 150 miles, 
and the Juniata river nearly 120. From this short ac- · 
count, the importance of improving the navigation of this 
fine river will be readily inferred. 

The Allegany River rises on the highest land in the 
state, to the westward of the mountains, within a few 
miles of the head waters of the Genesee River, and the 
western branch of the -Susquehannah. It is here called 
Oswaya Creek, and runs a north-west course into the 
state of New York, and, passing again into the state of 
Pennsylvania, it receives the waters of Conewango Creek 
and Chataughque Lake. From thence it runs a winding 
course, but generally south;.west, to Franklin, where it 
receives the waters of French Creek. From thence it 
runs a circuitous course about 100 miles, receiving in its 
progress many tributary streams, particularly Toby's 
Creek and Kishkemanetas River; and at Pittsburg forms 
a junction· with the Monongahela, which together consti
tute the Ohio. 

The Allegany is a navigable river, and the naviga
tion is continued through French Creek to Waterford, 
from whence there is a portage of only 14 miles to Lake 
Erie~ The navigation is extenc;led into the country 20 or 
25 miles, by the Kishkemanetas River. 

The Monongahela rises in Virginia, near the Laurel 
mountains, and, running by a meandering course. about 70 
miles, passes into this state ; soon after which it receives 
the waters of Cheat River. From thence it continues, by 
a serpentir1e course, but nearly in a northern direction, 
about 60 miles, where it forms a junction with the Yox~ 
hiogeni, and thence runs north-west about 14 miles to 
Pittsburg. It is navigable in large boats to Brovvnsville 
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2lnd l\.forgantp'Wn, 100 miles from its mouth ; and from 
thence by small boats 40 miles farther. The westem 
branch is also navigable in high water. 

The Yoxlziogeni rises in Maryland, and runs a course 
east of north, about 40 miles, before it passes into this 
state. From thence it runs a north-west course, and, 
passing the Laurel Hill and Chesnut Ridge, forms the 
junction with the Monongahela above mentioned; its 
whole length being about 100 miles. 

J'his .state is well supplied with iron ore, and· coal 
abounds in many places, particularly in the western coun
try. Slate is found in several places; and marble and 
freestone, of an excellent quality, are found in great abun
dance. Limestone is also in great plenty, and some cop
per and lead have been found, but not in sufficient quan
tity to be wrought. There are many mineral springs in 
the state~ 

The soil to· the east of ,the mountains is generally good, 
and a considerable part of it is bedded on limestone. 
Among the mountains; the land is rough, and much of i~ 
:roor; but there are a great many rich and fertile valleys. 
To the west of the mountains, the soil is generally excel
lent. 

The climate is very various. On the east side of the 
Allegqny mountains it is pretty similar to Jersey, already 
described. It is, in common with the other countries east 
of the mountains, subject to great and sudden changes; 
but it is considereci more settled than, immediately 011 the 
sea-board, and is perfectly healthy. The winter commences 
about the 20th of December, and the spring sets in about 
tvvo \Veeks earlier than at New York. Among the moun
tains there is a sharp atmqsphere, with a clear, settled 
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sky. There is frost almost every month in the year in 
some places ; and the extremes of heat and cold are con
siderable. The winters may be reckoned a month longer 
than to the eastward. The whole region is very healthy. 
- The country beyond the mountains has a temperate cli
mate, with a considerable portion of cloudy weather; and 
the winters are more humid and mild than on the Atlantic. 

The state was first settled by the Swedes and Fin
landers in 1627, and afterwards by the illustrious William 
Penn, in 1681; and from the liberal principles which 
he adopted, and the encouragement held out to settlers of 
all denominations, the country experienced a rapid pro
gress. The state took an active part in the revolutionary 
war, during great part of which Philadelphia was the seat, 
of congress. A state constitution was framed at an early 
period of the war; but a new one was adopted in 1790. 

The state now sends two senators and eighteen represen'" 
tatives to congress. 

Pennsylvania is divided into 37 counties, and upwards 
of 500 townships. The population, in 1800, was 602,365, 
including 1150 slaves, being about 12 persons to the 
square mile. 

The state has made rapid progress in national improve
ments, and abounds in all the conveniences, and many of 
the luxuries of life. The, accumulation of property since 
the close of the war is very great ; and, exclusive of Phi
ladelphia, the state contains 12 towns, in which there are 
from 1000 to 4500 inhabitants, among which Lancaster, 
York, Reading, Carlisle, and Pittsburgh are the most 
conspicyous. Besides these, there are upwards of 20 

villages, each containing from 100 to 1000 inhabitants, 
and the greater part, if not the vvhole of those towns and 
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villages are increasing in wealth · and population. The 
farm houses are mostly comfortable, many of t~em ele. 
_.gant, and there are fine barns and other buildings. The 
state is well improved by turnpike roads and bridges; and 
lately, a great degree of attention has been paid to canals. 
l\1any turnpike and canal companies have been formed. 

The agriculture of the state has progressed rapidly, and 
is in an advanced state. The staple article is wheat, of 
which the quantity rn.anufactured into flour annually is 
immense. It is reckoned the best in the United States, 
and surpassed by none · in the world. The mountainous 
district is pretty much applied to raising stock. The 
breed ofhorses is reckoned the best in the United States. 
Sheep have of late greatly increased, and thrive remarka. 
bly well. All the grains, grasses, and roots common to the 
other states thrive here. The stock of fruit, par~icularly 
J)eaches, is ,excellent; and some progress has of late been 
made in the cultivation of the vine. 

Pennsylvania is said to be one of the greatest manufac. 
turing states in the Union. Domestic manufactures are 
general throughout the state ; but there are many manu
factures on a large scale, some of which may be enume
rated. Of iron there are above 30 furnaces, besides nu
merous forges, slitting mills, and trip hammers. Of wood, 
all sorts of furniture, and implements of husbandry. Of 
leather, boots, shoes, saddles, bridles, harness, &c. Of 
wool, a variety of cloths, stockings, and hats. Together 
with a variety of other articles, such as malt liqubrs, spi
rits, glass, ashes, maple sugar, musquets, powder, shot,. 
balls, cannon, bells, &c. &c. 

The exports consist principally of grain, flour, iron 
utensils~ flaxseed, soap and candles, lumber, beef, pork, 
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&c. The amount of exports, in 1805, wa~ 13,762,252 

dollars, of which 4,365,240 dollars was domestic produce. 
The principal articles of export to Britain are grain and 
flour, and some cotton f;om the southem states. The 
imports consist of East and West India and China goods; 
wine, gin, &c. from the continent of Europe; and manu
factures from Britain; of which the quantity imported is 
immense, and is yearly i!1creasing. The value of imports 
is about 12,000,000 dollars annually, of which those from 
Britain are a full half; from whence we may infer the uti
lity of the trade to both countries, and the importance or' 
a good understanding betvveen them. 

The state of society may be pretty much inferred from 
the preceding remarks. The inhabitants have every ex
ternal appearance of ease and a:ffiuence, and they are re
markably civil and industrious. There are no beggars to 
be seen here. Indeed, I have not yet seen any in th~ 
United States, which is a remarkable contrast to Europe, 
and bears testimony to the prosperity of the country . 

. The civil government is vested in a legislature, consist
ing of a senate and house of representatives. The senators 
are chosen for four years, and the representatives annually, 
by the people. The executive authority is vested in a 
governor, who is also elected by the people, and holds 
his office for three years. The constitution declares, 
" That all men are born equally free and independent;
that all power is inherent in the people ;-that all men~ 
have a natural and indefeasible right to worship God ac

cording to the dictates of their own consciences, and no 

man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support 
any place of worship-r or to maintain any ministry against 
his con:ient ;-that no human authority can~ m any case 
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whatever, controul or interfere with the rights of con. 
science, and that no preference shall ever be given, by 
law, to any religious establishments, or modes. of wor. 
ship ;-that elections shall be free and equal ;-that trial 
by jury shall be inviolate ;-that no· law shall ever be 
made to restrain the liberty of the press ;-. that the people 
shall be secure against all unwarrantable searches, and 
excessive bail shall not be required ;-that the legislature 
shall provide by law for the establishment of schools 
throughout the state, in such a manner as the poor may 
be taught gratis ;-the arts and sciences shall be pro .. 
mated/'· 



177 

CHAPTER XXVIl 

Delaware river,-Newcastle. 

'TuESDA Y, September 30. Having engaged a pasc 
sage on board a packet-boat bound to Newcastle, 40 miles 
below this city, I went on board, this morning, at 7 o'clock. 
The packet was called the Bope, and was one of a line of 
boats that run between Philadelphia and Newcastle ; from 
thence there is a communication by stages across the state 
of Delaware to the Chesapeak bay, where another line of 
boats, connected with this, proceeds to Baltimore : the 
whole called, appropriately, Land and Water Stages.· The 
distance by this route. is about 12_0 miles, and the fare, in
cluding board, is about three dollars., 

We set sail with a light wind, and almost right against_. 
us ; but the tide was in our favour, and we made tolerable 
progress ' till we . reached six miles below Philadelphia, 
,vhere we got aground on a place called the Horse-Shoe, 
where we lay nearly two hours. After getting off; we 
sailed about four miles, when we were obliged to come to 
anchor, .the wind and tide being both against us. Having 
stopped here till three ()' clock in the afternoon, we weighed 
anchor, and sailed eight or ten miles; but the wind wap 
right ahead, and had encreased too much to beat down, &o 

vv'e were obliged again to come to anchor. We once more 
set sail at 11 o'clock at night, and next morning, at 5 
{)'clock, we reached Newcastle. 

vnL. ~- z 
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The river at Philadelphia is about a mile broad, and it 
widens as you proceed downwards. At Newcastle it is 
two miles broad ; from thence it spreads out into the Dela
ware bay~ The banks of the river are level, and covered 
,vith wood ; and the lands rise to a considerable height at 
a distance, affording in some places pretty good views, 
The only rivers of note that join the Delaware between 
Philadelphia and Newcastle, are the Schuylkill and Bran .. _ 
dywine creek. The post.road to Baltimore runs along the 
western bank, and passes through Darby and Chester in 
Pennsylvania, and vVilmington in the state of Delaware; 
which last is a large town, and has a very pretty appear
ance when viewed from the river. On the east side, in 
Jersey, are Gloucester, vVoodbury, and Swedesborough. 

Newcastle, where we stopped, is a small town contain
ing about 200 houses, some of them handsome. It carrie, 
on a considerable trade, principally in wheat. 

October 1st. Having taken an early breakfast, at a very 
good tavern, we set out in the stage for the head of Elk 
river. The road passes 13 miles through the state of De
laware, and 11 miles through Maryland ; and I found the 
whole . distance a perfect level, without a single object to 
excite attention, or gratify the imagination. The road was 
very bad, the lands alternately sandy and marshy ; and the 
people had a sallow sickly colour : the whole indicating a 
cmtntry somewhat similar to the low lands of Carolina and 
Georgia. But I was informed that this was a sort of bye~ 
road, which had been taken by this line of stages, and that 
it led through the_ very worst part of the country. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Delaware. 

THE state of Delaware is situated between 38° 29' and 
39° 4 7' north latitude, and l O 15' and 1° 56' east longic 
tude. Its greatest length is 100 miles, and greatest breadth 
about 37; its area being about 2200 square miles, or about 
1,408,000 acres. 

The face of a great part of the country is level~ abound~ 
ing with swamps and stagnant water ; but toward the north~ 
ern part it is more elevated, and near its extremity there is 
a considerable chain of hills. 

There are numerous creeks in the state, but no rivers 
of consequence. The principal one is Brandywine creek, 
which falls into the Delaware at Wilmington, and on·which 
there are numerous mills and manufactories. 

The state is well supplied with iron, but I did not heat 
of any other mineral. 

The soil, in the southern part, is low and sandy, atid en .. 
tirely free of stones ; in the northern part it is more diver .. 
sified, and mixed with clay.and loam. 

The climate partakes of the configuration of the country, 
The southern part has a humid atmosphere, often foggy 
and unwholesome; but is mild and temperate in winter. 
The northern part is agreeable and healthy. 

The settlement of this state was coeval with that of 
Pennsylvania. It took an active part in the revolution, 
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and sent two delegates to the first congress~ The state 
constitution was adopted in 1792. It now sends two se
nators and one representative to congress. 

Delaware is divided into three counties and 24 dis
tricts called hundreds. The population, in 1800, was 64,273~ 
including 6143 slaves; being about 29 to the square 

mile. 
The state 'of Delaware is considerably improved, and 

besides many towns and villages of inferior note, contains 
sever~l of considerable size. The most important are,
lfTilmington, already mentioned, a large thriving town, 
built on the plan of Philadelphia, consisting of 500 houses, 
a court-house, jail, and four places for public worship ; 
it carries on a very considerable trade. Newcastle has 
been noticed. Dov ER is the seat of government, and 
contains about .600 inhabitants. Lew.istown contains about 
7$0; and Georgetown about 200. 

A canal was . projected across this state and. part of Ma
ryland, to form a junction between the Delaware and 
Chesapeak, and it is partly cut ; but the work was stop
ped for want of funds. It may probably be wel1.that it is 
so ; · for it was proj~cted on too small a scale, and, in pro:'. 
cess of time, ,~.rill probably give way to one that will admit 
of sloop·. navigation. I ti.ever observed a finer situation for 
a can~. The di~tfl,nce between the Delaware and Chesa
peak i~ only about .18 or 20 miles, and the country is 
nearly level, so that few locks will be requisite; and were 
a canal cut, it would form a connexion between two of the 
finest rivers in America, and b~ a link in the chain of an 
internal navigation of vast e~tent. 

The greater part of the inhabitants of this state are de
voted to ~gricultuxal pur~uits, and they have rendered it 
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very productive. The principal produce is ,yheat, rye, 
Indian corn, barley, oats, and tlax. Grasses are abundant, 
and thrive very luxuriantly, furnishing food for many cat
tle-and every sort of vegetable common to the states 
already described thrive well here. The staple produce 
is wheat, of ,vhi~h a great quantity of flour is made for 

export. 
Flour is the principal manufacture carried, on in the 

state. The mills on Brand f\Vine creek are in great per
fection, giving employment to upwards of 600 hands; 
and they manufacture up,vards of half a million of bushels 
annually. The other articles consist principally of iron, 
paper, and lumber. In these, a v~ry extensive trade is 
carried on, principally with the other states and the vVest 

Indies. The exports in 1805 amounted to 358,383 dol-. 
lars, of which 280,556 vvas foreign produce. The prin
cipal trade with Britain is carried on through the medium 
of· Philadelphia. 

A very considerable fund is appropriated by the state 
to the support of schools, which are pretty numerous, and 
there are two flourishing academies ; one at Wilmington, 
and the other at Newark. 

The constitution guarantees equal rights to all the citi
zens, without regard to property or religious opinions~ The 
government is vested in a governor, a senate, and house of 
representatives, which are elected by ballot, and " every 
white freeman of th~ age of 21, ,vho has resided in the 
state two years next before the election, shall enjoy the 
right of an elector. The sons of persons so qualified shall, 
betwixt the ages of 21 and 22, be entitled to vote, though 
they have paid no taxes." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Chesapeak bay,-Baltimore. 

ON the 1st of October, 1806, the day being clear 
and beautiful, we arrived at Elk river, a branch of Chesa
peak bay, here about two miles broad. At 1 o'clock we 
stepped· aboard the packet, and immediately set sail with a 
fair ,~lind; and enjoyed our situation very much after the 
dull scenery we had passed, and the disagreeable jolting 
in the stage. 

Having sailed about two miles, we passed a pretty large 
creek, called Bohe River, and, at half past 3 o'clock, reach
ed the Chesapeak bay. The view here was extensive'. and 
sublime. The bay is about six or seven miles broad, and 
its banks abound in rich scenery, while its waters were 
animated with a great variety of small vessels. To the 
north-west is the entrance of the fine river Susquehannah, 
about a mile broad, and its banks swell out into hills of 
considerable magnitude, which terminated our view in 
that direction. To the east the country is low, and the 
soil appears poor and sandy. 

The ,vind shifted to the eastward, which considerably 
retarded our progress ; but this afforded me more leisure 
to s11rvey the scenery, which was every where pleasant. 
The number of small vessels that we saw was very great, 
indicating a considerable commerce. 
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October 2d. Having gone to b~d last evening early, 
I rose this morning at 1 o'clock, when I found it clear and 
cold; and a considerable breez,e blowing from the north
west. !,thought at first that this was in our favour, but I 
soon found that we had in the night passed the branch 
that leads to Baltimore, and were nearly as far down as An
napolis. We had therefore to beat up all the way to Bal
timore, now distant about 20 miles. However, the vessel 
sailed remarkably well, and we made good progress. Dur
ing the passage upwards we had a very fine view. \Ve 
arrived at Baltimore at 6 o'clock in the morning. 

Having taken lodgings at Evans' tavern, I called on a 
friend to whom I had a letter of introduction, and ·he po
litely offered his services to facilitate my inquiries at Bal
timore. On my return to the tavern to breakfast, I was 
astonished to see the number of well-dressed men who sat 
down to table, amounting to about 80, and I was told the 
number was seldom under 40 or 50. This is partly ac., 
counted for by Baltimore being the gTeat thorough-fare 
between the northern and southern states; and the number 
of people passing to and fro, on business and pleasure, 
1s immense. I learned that a great number of strangers 
were in the city at this time ; among others, my old 
friends and fellow- travellers, the Georgia major and the 
.facetious Englishman. They lodged at Bryden's tavern, 
a house nearly, or altogether, as much frequented as 
Evans'. 

Accompanied by my friend, I went to see the market
house, which is handsomely fitted up, and well supplied 
with provisions : the prices, I was told, were reasonable, 

and nearly the same as at Philadelphia. From thence we 

went to the coffee-house. On our way my" friend pointed 
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out, through a window, a very handsome lady with her child, 
who he informed me were the wife and child of Jerome Bo. 
naparte. The coffee-house is small, but commodious, and 
is well supplied with newspapers, from every part of the 
United States. From the coffee-house we went to the 
library, which contains a very excellent collection of books, 
and is under good management. The annual subscription 
is four dollars. The whole city exhibited a very hand
some appearance, and the country round abounds in villas, 
gardens, and well-cultivated fields. 

In the afternoon I went to view the ship-yards, and saw 
a three-masted schooner launched. I was faformed that a 
great many of these vessels are built at Baltimore, and that 
they are reckoned the fastest sailing vessels in the United 
States. 

I spent a very pleasant evening at Bryden's, along with 
my frie£1d, in company with the major and the English
man. The major related a number of marvellous ad~en. 
tures he had met with in his journey, and concluded by 
'informing us that he ,vas to drive tandem, all the way to 
Georgia, and was to be accompanied by an elegant lady~ 
and her husband, whom he had engaged as a clerk. To 
accommodate his suite, he was to take a Jersey waggon, 
in ,vhich he politely offered · me a passage ; but I preferred 
travelling in my own way, and declined it. The Eng
lishman informed me that he was to leave Baltimore next 
morning by the stage for Cumberland, and was from 
thence to travel through the interior of the country to 
New Orleans, availing himself of land or water convey
ance as he might find it most suitable and expeditious. 

BALTIMORE is situated on a branch of the Patapsco 
river, called the Bason, IS miles from the Chesapeak bay, 
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and 160 miles from the Atlantic ocean. At the com
mencement of the American war, it was but an inconside-. 
rable village ; but such has been the rapidity of its growth, 
that it is now the fourth commercial city in the United 
States. It contains upwards of 6000 dwelling-houses, and; 
by the census of 1800, the inhabitants amounted to 26,514, 
of whom 2843 were slaves. ~he houses are mostly built 
of brick, and many of them are elegant. The principal 
public buildings are 13 places of public worship, a court
house, a jail, three market-houses, a poor-house, the ex
change, theatre, observatory, assembly-rooms, and library a 

The manufactures of Baltimore are considerable, and con
sist chiefly of ships, cordage, iron utensils, paper, saddlery, 
boots and shoes, hats, wool and cotton cards, &c. In the 
adjoining country there are numerous mills, furnaces, and 
forges, which contribute much to the trade of the city. 

The state of Maryland, in point of foreign trade~ ranks 
the fourth in the union, and as a very great portion of it 
centres in Baltimore, it must necessarily add greatly to its 
wealth and import::'U1ce. A great portion of the export 
trade is :flour, much of which is received from the state of 
Pennsylvania, through the medium of the Susquehannah 
river; and the citizens have a brisk trade in importing and 
reshipping foreign articles, particularly vVest India pro
duce,-rum, sugar, and coffee. A great portion of the im
ports are manufactured goods from Britain, and, having the 
supply of an immense back country, this is an increasing 
trade. I learned, too, that many of the people in the west,,, 
ern states give Baltimore the preference to Philadelphia. 
It is 50 miles nearer to Pittsburg than the latter city, 
which has a natural tendency to secure a preference; and 
the inhabitants of Maryland, who seem to appreciate th~, 

VOL. t. ~ A 
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importance of this trade, have acted with a laudable zea1 
in making good roads. Upon the whole, I was highly 
pleased with the commercial importance of Baltimore, and 
regretted that I did not fix upon this place for my com
mercial establishment, in place of Savannah. The trade of 
Baltimore is facilitated by three banks, having all ample 
capitals. One is a branch of the bank of the United 
States. 

The affairs of the city are under the management of a 
city council, consisting of two branches, and a mayor. 
The police seems to be under good regulations, and the 
streets are kept very clean, which secures good health to 
the citizens\. Education is pretty well attended to, and 
the citizens are said ,to be hospitable and industrious. 
The men rank as correct men of business; and as to the 
ladies, I saw but little of them, and can only -say, in the 
language of the quaker, "they look wdl.'; 
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CHAP'rER XXX. 

Maryland. 

THIS state is situated betwe@n 3 8° and 3 9° 43' i1orth 
latitude, and 2° east and 2° 30' west longitude. Its ex_;.. 
treme length from east to west is 212 miles, and its ex~ 
treme breadth from north to south is 123 ; but it is very 
irregular. It is computed to contain about 14,000 square 
miles, or 8,960,000 acres, of which about 0;1e-fourth is 
water. 

The face of the country is remarkably variegated. It 
is bounded on the south-west by- the river Potomac to its 
extremity; and the fine Chesapeak Bay, with its numerous, 
waters, passes through the middle of it. On the east side, 
it presents a coast of about 35 miles to the Atfantic Ocean,, 
The eastern shore is low, level, and sandy. The country 
continues to rise by a very gentle ascent, but is generally 
level tq Baltimore. It then swells out into a hilly coun-: 
try, and the western part stretches across the mountains. 

The Chesapeak Bay has been already noticed ; but it 
merits a more particular description, from its vast impor
tance to this state, and, indeed, to the United States gene .. 
rally. This bay is formed by the outlet of the Susque
hannah River, where it receives French Creek, and a num .. 

. her of smaller streams. It is there about 7 miles broad, 
and so continues to near the branch that leads up to Bal

timore. From thence it assumes various breadths, from 
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10 to 15 miles, during a course downwards of about 
70 miles, to near the Potomac River. From thence it 
stretches· out to 25 or 30 miles, during a passage of 90 
miles more, and finally passes into the Atlantic Ocean by 
an outlet of 20 miles broad. The whole course, from 
north to south, is nearly 200 miles, and it receives in its 
passage the whole waters of this state; nearly the whole of 
the eastern part of Virginia; a great part of those of Pennsyl
vania, and some of Delaware; exhibiting, upon the whole> 
a greater confluence of waters than is to be seen in the 
United States, or almost in the world. The principal 
rivers in Maryland that run into this bay, besides the Sus. 
quehannah and Potomac, are the Patapsco and Patuxent, 
on the west side; .and, on the east side, Elk River, Sas
safras, Chester, C!wptank, }lanticoke, and Pocomoke, the 
last of which issues out of Cyprus Swamp. There are 
numerous islands in the bay, and the waters abound with 
various · kinds of fish. The state is generally well watered, 
and abounds with ~nill-seats. 

Maryland is well supplied with iron ore, and some coal 
has been found, but not in sufficient quantity to make it 
m; object of importance. , 

The soil is very various, and a great portion of it is 
but poor. Towards the eastern shore, it is low and sandy, 
abounding with swamps. In the interior, there are many 
fertile spots1

; but the greater part of the land is poor, until 
you pass the first ridge of mountains, when there is a fer. 
tile valley of 12 or 14 miles broad~ From thence the soil 
is l)retty much assimilated to the mountainous district of 
Pennsylvania. 
· -The climate is as various as the soiL The eastern part 

is pretty s~milar to Delaware, indicated by a pale, sickly 
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colour in the inhabitants. It improves as the land gets 
hilly, and among the mountains is delightful, the sum
mers being cooled by fine breezes, while the winters are 
tempered by a southern latitude, which renders them much 
more mild than to the northward. 

The country was first settled by Lord Baltimore, a 
Roman catholic, who evinced the liberality of his religious 
principles, . by providing for the free exercise of all other 
religious opinions in the colony. At the commencement 
of the revolutionary war, the state was declared to belong 
to the citizens, who delegated five of their number to the 
first congress. The state constitution was framed in 1776, 
which, with a few trifling amendments, still continues. 
The state now sends two senators and nine representatives 
to congress. 

The state is divided into 19 counties, and contained, by 
the census of '1800, 241,885 white persons, and 107,707 
slaves; being, in the whole, about 25 persons to the 
square mile of territory ; but, ,vhen the proportion of wa
ter is subtracted, it makes the amount to each square 
mile nearly 35. 

National improvements have kept pace with the indus
try and · perseverance of the inhabitants, and the towns, 
cultivated farms, roads, and bridges are all so many proofs 
that the citizens of Maryland are possessed, in a high de .. 
gree, of these qualifications. 

Of the cities, Baltimore, already described, is the chief. 
AN NAP o L 1 s is the seat of government, and is situated on the 
Severn River, about two miles from its entrance into Che
sapeak Bay. The houses, built of brick, are about 300 

in number, and the city contains about 2500 inhabitants. 

The State-House is one of the most superb buildings in the 
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United States. There is a college, a theatre, and two places 
of public worship in the city. It has a harbour, though 
no great commerce ; but, being a pleasant place, it is the 
residence of a great many wealthy people. Frederick~ 

town is a large inland tmvn, containing a court-house, 

jail, academy, market-house, and seven places of public 
worship. T~1e inhabitants are about 6000 ; and the town 
has considerable manufactures and inland trade. Hagers
town, situated beyond the first range of mountains, con
tains 2100 inhabitants. Besides 'these, there are a great 
number of smaller towns and villages, containing from 
100 to 1000 inhabitants.. A great number of the farm
houses ~e built of wood, and they are not so substantial, 
nor so elegant, in general, as those in Pem1sylvania. 

This is the first state in which there is a material diffe
rence of agriculture from the northern states ; still, how
ever, the staple crop is wheat ; but they raise a conside
rable quantity of tobacco, and some cotton, though none 
of the latter for exportation. All the other grains, grasses, 
and roots, that grow in the northern states, flourish here; 
and the sweet potatoe, a root belonging to a warm climate, 
comes to considerable maturity. 

The principal manufactures of the state have been no
ticed in the account of Baltimore ; and so has the foreign 
trade. The exports from the state, in 1805, amounted to 

10,859,480 dollars, of which 7,450,937 dollars was foreign 
produce; and the imports are about equal in value, of 
which a great part consists in dry goods from Britain. 

There are considerable funds appropriated to the sup
port of education~ There are five colleges, and a number 
of very respectable academies in the state, and common 
schools in every county. 



MARYLAND. 191 

· The civil government is vested in a governor, senate, 
and house of.delegates, all chosen annually. The qualifica
tion to vote for. delegates is a freehold of 50 acres of land, 
or property to the value of£. 30 currency. The princi
ples of govemment are similar to those of Pennsylvania. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Patapsco creek,-Waslzingto1i. 

ON the third of October, at eight o'clock, I set out iI1 
the mail stage for Washington. We travelled eight miles 
through a hilly, well-,vooded, and healthy country, and ar
rived at· Patapsco creek, 25 miles above its junction with 
the Chesapeak. It is navigable thus fat, but the naviga
tion is obstructed by the falls half a n1ile above. We 

travelled eight miles more through a similar country, when 
,ve stopped to change ·horses. The land seemed but poor, 
~md little cultivated; the. principal woods were oak, hicko
ry, and pinee The air was sweet and pure, and, having 
intelligent company in the stage, the travelling was very 
agreeable. At 19 miles frotn Patapsco creek, we stopped 
again to change horses, on an elevated situation, where ,re 

had a fine view of the adjacent country; and, in one direc

tion, not less than 20 miles distant. 
From thence vve travelled 16 miles, through a country 

tough and uneven, and by a road no less so, when we came 
to an agreeable plain; and two miles further we passed 
through a little scattering village called Bladensburg, situ
ated on the east branch of the Potomac; from thence we 
travelled nine miles more to vVashington city; the whole 
distance being 44 miles. The country appeared generally 
poor and sterile; and the season had been uncommonly 
clry, in consequence of which all the grass and herbs were 
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parched, and· the face of nature every where exhibited a 
scorched-like appearance. I noticed, however, several 
thriving fields of tobacco. 

Being told that we were entering W ashi:ngton city, I con
tinued looking for the houses for some little time; but see
ing none, I thought I had misunderstood the gentleman 
who made the remark, and turning round for an explana
tion, he told me, laughing, that we were almost in the very 
middle of it, and asked if I did not see the Capitol a little 
before us. I did, indeed, see a stately edifice, but no other 
appearance of a city. Soon after this, the stage stopped, 
at Steele's hotel, nearly opposite the Capitol, where I took 
lodgings. 

On walking out to the Capitol Hill, I had a fine view of 
the whole scite of the city, which is very large, extending 
a mile and a half in each direction north and south of the 
Capitol ; to the east two miles ; and to the west nearly two 
miles and a half. The buildings, though nutnerous, being 
scattered over this large space, give it more the appearance 
of a thickly-settled country than a city; and, very few of 
them extending in the direction we came, we had travelled 
a good way into the city before I saw it. 

The view from the Capitol is really superb. The wholfl 
country round is handsomely settled, with elegant houses; 
and the view is terminated to the west, south-west, and 
north-west, with highlands. To the south, is the river 
Potomac, with Alexandria pleasantly situated on its banks. 
The navy-yard and shipping, and the barracks, are seen to 
the south-east and eastward; and to the west is the presi ... 
dent's house, a stately edifice, about a mile distant; be" 
yond which, handsomely situated on the brow of the hill, 
is Georgeto'\\rn. The Pennsylvania avenue runs b~tween 

'vOL. I. 2, B 
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the Capitol and the president's housel, and being ornament
ed with trees and walks, on each side, forms a very pleas
ing prospect. It is in this direction that the city is making 
greatest progress. 

The evening was clear and pleasant, and the reflection of 
the setting sun added lustrn to the scenery. 



DISTRICT OF COLUM:BIA. 195 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

JYashington,-Treasury ,-Capitol,-Barracks ,-. Navy~ 
yard,-Georgetown. 

WASHINGTON, October 4. Haying been furnished 

with a letter of introduction to a gentleman in the treasury

o:ffice, I called this morning, when I was politely received, 

and got every information calculated to facilitate myinqui

ries. My friend carried me to the different departments 

in the office, which are all spacious, and commodious ; 

but this being a time at which there was no public busi
ness, there was little to be seen. From thence we went 

to the post-office, which has no great appearance exteriorly, 

but it seems to be very well arranged in the interior to an

swer the purpose for which it was designed. I was in° , 

formed that both these departments were under excellent 

management. 
I was then introduced by my frie11d to the gentleman 

who has the charge of the Capitol, and went with him to 

see that edifice. It is an elegant building of hewn stone, 

and consists of two wings and a portico in the middl~. 

The north wing was quite complete, and the whole legis
lative business was transacted in it for the time. The se

nate-chamber occupies the ground floor, and is an elegant 

apartment) with handsome furniture ; it is adorned with 

foll length portraits of the late unfortunate king and queen 

of France. The house of repre~entatives meet in an a11art-
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rnent up stairs, ,vhich, I was told, was ultimately destined 
for the library room. 'It was fitted up with commodious 
seats· for the members, but no way ornamented. The only 
things in it which merited notice, were two very elegant 
views of the falls of Niagara. From thence we ,vent to 
the south wing, where a great many workmen were em
ployed ; and I was told they were making great exertions 
to have it finished in time for the next congress. The 
apartment for the house of representatives is a large oval 
room, ,occupying nearly the whole building up stairs, and 
will, when finished, be very superb. 

From the Capitol I went to see the barracks. They 
are large and convenient, and were garrisoned by 250 
men, being a porticm of the United States' army. I was 
informed that they were found in every thing, besides 
their pay of six dollars per month. This,. however, does 
not bear a proportion to the ·wages of the other classes in 
America, who, on an average, may be found in every 
thing, and have twelve dollars per month. The conse
quence is, that the few military that are wanted will pro
bably not be, generally speaking, equal in respectability 
to the other citizens. It is probable they ·will be com
posed of inciolent men, who are not willing to labour, or 
of vicious men, ,vho have become obnoxious to society. 
This should, if possible, be guarded against. No set of 
men should be more respectable than those to whom are 
committed the national defence ; and me~sures should be 
devised to place ,thern on a footing with tlieir brethren in 
regard both to industry and pecuniary means. Would it 
not be wise in a nation to plan ,vorks of public utility, 
and employ a portion of the time of the military in exe
cuting them? This would not only impron: t~1e country\ 
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but would keep the men in active employment, and afford 
them wages equal to the other classes in society. 

From the Barracks I went to the Navy-Yard, v.rhere I 
saw eight or ten frigates, the most of them undergoing 
repair. I went on board one, which, I was informed, was 
the Chesapeak. She carries 44 guns, and appears very 
large for that metal. 

Having seen the most material places in vV ashington, I 
procured a horse, and took a ride to Georgetown, three 
miles distant from the Capitol. The view is very elegant 
the whole way, and, in the vicinity of Georgetown, there 
is a romantic chasm, in which there is a pretty large 
stream of water, called Rock Creek. Having passtd this 
by a wooden bridge, I entered the town, which I found 
regularly laid out, and· compactly built. It stands on the 
side of a hill, having a considerable descent to the river, 
of which it has a fine view. It contains about 300 houses, 
and 4500 inhabitants. Most of the houses are built of 
brick, and some of them are elegant. The public build-

. ings are five 'places for public worship, an academy, and 
a bank. It is a place of considerable trade, which, 1 in 
consequence of the rapid settlement of the back country, 
is yearly increasing. 

The River Potomac, which is nearly a mile broad op
posite Washington, contracts here to less than a fourth of 
that distance; and it is proposed to build a bridge across 
it, which, if executed, will add much to the convenience 
of this part of the country. 

This river merits particular notice, and I cannot any 
where introduce it with more propriety than here. 

The Potomac rises from a spring on the north-west side 
of the Allegany mountains, and nms a north-east course df 
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about 60 miles; to Cumberland, where it makes a bend, 
and, by a serpentine course, nearly south-east, runs about 18 
miles to where it receives the south-west branch. It then 

' turns to the north-east, and runs a very serpentine course 
of · about 45. miles, in which it receives a· considerabl~ 
number of tributary streams, to Hancock's Town.· Here 
it. makes another bend to the south-east, and 9 miles from 
thence it receives the waters of Licking Creek, and passes 
the North Mountain into a fine limestone valley, which it 
waters by ·a very winding course, and principally a south. 
east direction, for about 45 miles. In this valley. it re
ceives a considerable number of small streams, particularly 
the Conecocheague Creek, at vVilliamsport, in the middle 
of the valley ; and at the extremity it receives the waters 
of the Shenandoah from Virginia ; and, by a singularly 
grand passage, issues through the Blue Mountain. It 
thence passes on, nearly in the same direction, about 30 
miles, ·where, by two different falls, in the course of 8 or 
10 miles, it descends above 140 feet to the level of tide
water, which it meets at Georgetown. The river now 
increases to about a mile broad, and, passing Alexancli'ia, 

. and Mount Vernon, it runs a course a little to the west 
of south, to 35 miles below Alexandria, where it makes a 
great bend of n~arly 15 miles to the north-east. It now 
gradually' increases in breadth, and, running 50 miles be
lmv this bend, flows into the Chesapeak Bay, by a passage 
about 10 miles broad. This is one of the most important 
of the Atlantic rivers, and, from its intersecting the coun
try in a central situation, has excited great attention in 
the United States ; more especially since VV ashington was 
fixed on as the seat of the general government. It is na· 
vigable for ships of any burden to Alexandi·ia, a distance 
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of about 100 miles, and about 180 from the Capes of Vir
ginia ; , and. from thence for vessels of considerable burden 
to Georgetown, ~t the head of tide-water. There is a lock 
navigation, constructed at great labour and expence, round 
the first falls. Considerable improvements have been 

. made further up the river; and it is presumed, that, by 
, following up these improvements, the river can be made 
fit for boat navigation to Cumberland, 180 miles above 
tide-water, the elevation being 700 feet above the level of 
the sea. 

Connected with this important subject, I may here no
tice, that a road has been laid out, by order of congress, 
from Cumberland, across the mountains, to Brownsville on 
the Monongahela, a distance of 72 miles, on which the 
angle of ascent is no where greater than 5 degrees. From 
Brownsville there is an easy navigation to Pittsburg on 
the Ohio. 

I returned from Georgetown to dine with my friend ; 
and after dinner was introduced to a number of gentlemen 
of Washington, who vied with one another in showing me 
attention, and in giving me information. 

Among others, I saw Mr. Smith, the editor of the Na
tional Intelligencer, a shrewd, sensible man; and, having a 
desire to be correctly informed of the measures of the ge
neral. government during my stay in America, I ordered a 
copy of that paper to be sent to Savannah. I had fre
quently seen and admired it for its liberality of sentiment, 
and freedom fr01n personal abuse ; and, from the access 
which the editor must necessarily have to the best sources 
of information, I was satisfied tlnt the intelligence contain
ed iR it might be ger:cr;:lly relied on. 
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In th~· evening, I was informed by my friends, that the 
president had unexpectedly arrived in the city, and I was 
advised to call upon him before I left it. I 'wished very 
much to have an opportunity of seeing the president; but 
I was informed at New York and Philadelphia, that he 
would not be at.Washington until late in November, in 
consequence of which, I was not furnished with a letter of 
introduction. But they informed me, that it was altoge
ther unnecessary. Mr. Jefferson was a man of no cere. 
mony, ap.d I could introduce myself as a strange~, and 
would be attended to as such, and would see more of 
the president than I could in any other way. 

This advice I resolved ~o follow, and the result of it 
shall be communicated in the next chapter. 
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. CHAPTER XXXIIl. 

Interview with Mr. Jefferson. 

WASHING TON, October 5. In pursuance of the re
commendation of my friends, I set out, this morning, at 
8 o'clock, for the ptirpose of waiting on Mr. Jefferson. On 
my arrival at the president's house, I delivered 111y. ad. 
dress to a servant, who in a few miriutes returne_d with an 
answer, that Mr. Jefferson would be with me presently, 
and showed me into an elegant apartment. Mr. Jefferson 
soon e1itered by an inner door, and requesting me to .be 
seated, sat down himself; and immediately, and very 
frankly, entered into conversation, by asking where I had 
landed, and how long I had been in the country. Having 
informed him, he remarked that I would probably be tra
velling to the northward ; I replied that I had been to the 
north, and was now travelling to the southward. " Arid 
how do you like New .York?" " Very much," said I; 
" it is one of the finest sea-ports I have seen, and, I pre
sume, will always continue to be the first commercial 
city in the United States.'' He observed that he found 
that idea generally entertained by strangers; that New 
York was a very fine situation, and would unquestionably 
continue always to be a great commercial city ; but it ap
peared to him that Norfolk would probably, in process of 
time, be the greatest sea-port in the United States, New 
Orleans perhaps excepted. He pointed out the circum~ 
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stance of the vast confluence of waters, that constituted 
the outlet of the Chesapeak bay, on which Norfolk is situ
ated, and remarked that these rivers were as yet but par
tially settled ; but they were rapidly settling up, and, when 
the population was· full, the quantity of surplus produce 
would be immense, and Norfolk would probably become 
the greatest depot in the United States, except New Or
leans. 

The conversation next turned upon the climate and sea
son ; on which the. president remarked, that the country had 
this summer been remarkably healthy ; that no case of 
. epidemical sickness had come to his knowledge, some few 
of bilious fever and fever and ague excepted, at the foot of 
the· mountains on James' river, not far from where he lived; 
and which country was never known to experience any 
cases of the kind before. As this appeared singular, I 
inquired whether there was any way of accounting for it. 
He replied, that the way he accounted for it was this : 
" In ordinary seasons, there is a sufficiency of water to keep 
the rivers in a, state of circulation, and no more; but this 
season there has been a long and very severe drought,. 
which, h1 many places, has dried them up. The water 
has stagnated in pools, and sends out a putrid effluvia to 
some distance ; wlricl1, being lighter than the atmosphere, 
ascends even sorn~ little way up the mountains, and reaches 
the abodes of those who thought themselves heretofore 
free from attack." 

I was struck with the force of this remark, and applied 
it to a circumstance that had come under my observation 
at Washington. The Capitol Hill is elevated above the 
river upwards of 70 feet. Between this and the river there 
is a low meadow, about a mile broad, abounding with 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. • I 203 

swamps and small shrubbery. In the autumn these swamps 
send out an effiuvia, which often affects the health of those 
who live on the hill. I noticed this circumstance, and the 
president remarked, that it was a case exactly in point. He 
said he had frequently observed from his windows·, in the 
morning, the vapour to rise, and· it seemed to1 have ·suffi
cient buoyancy to carrf it to the top of the hill, and no 
further ; there it settled, and the inhabitants, coming out· 
of their warm rooms, breathed this cold contaminated va
pour, which brought on agues and other. complaints. He 
said he had frequently pointed out' this to the people, and 
urged them to drain the swamp, but it was still neglected, 
although they had, besides suffering in their. health,· proba
bly expended more in doctor's bills than it would have 
~ost. " But, indeed," he continued, " mankind are ex .... 
ceedingly slow in adopting resolutions to· prevent disease, 
and it is very difficult to convince them wh~re they origi .. 
nate ; . particularly when the · reasoning applied is the re
sult of philosophical deduction.'' 

The transition from this subject to that of the yellow 
fever was natural, and I introduced it by noticing Paine's 
essay on the subject. The president observed, that· it was 
one··. of the · most sensible performances on that disease, 
that had come under hi~ observation. The remarks were 
quite philosophical, and, not being calculated to excite any 
party .. feeling, they might have a very useful tendency*. 

* I had seen this essay of Mr. Paine in the newspapers, and I 
~nade mention of it in the account of my conversation with him, 
page 65. I have since procured a copy of the ess~y ;' and as it is the 
most intelligible account that I have yet seen of the yellow fever, 

and is entirely clear of party-prejudices, I have inserted it at full 
length in ~he Appendix, No. L 
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He then made a few remarks on the nature of the yellow 
fever itself. - He observed, that it evidently arose from 
breathing impure air,. and impure air may be either gene~ 
rated in the country or imported. A case had come un
der his observation where it was imported. A vessel ar. 
rived at Norfolk, and the air in her hold was so pestilen~ 
tial, that every person who went into it was affected, and 
some of them died ; but, on the discovery being made, 
the vessel was purified, and the fever did not spread. This 
was a local circumstance, he observed, and there may be 
many others, which are pernicious as far as they go, and · 
care should be taken to prevent them. :But a ship can 
never import a ·sufficient quantity of impure air to pollute 
a whole city, 1f that city be otherwise healthy, and, there
fore, the origin of tl1e yellow fever, on an extended scale, 
must be sought for in an impure air, generated from filth 
collected in and about great cities ; and it was very expe
dient that this view of the subject should be enforced) in 
order to induce mankind to attend to one of the most im
portant· concerns ·in life-cleanliness. 

· I took notice of the bad state of the road between Bal
timore and Washington, and expressed my surprise that 
it should remain in this state, so near the capital of the 
United States. · ·The president observed, that the removal 
of the seat of government was a recent measure, and the 
country was so extensive, that it would necessarily be a 
considerable time before good roads could le m,tde in all 
directions, but as it was a most important subject, it 
Yrnulcl be atte1)ded to as fast as circumstances would per- , 
mit ; and the road to Baltimore, being the great thorough
fare to the northern states, would probably be one of the 
first that would undergo a thorough repair. He then in-
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formed me, that both this subject anch that of ihternal na.;, 
vigation by canals, were under consideration at the present 
time, upon a very extended scale, and probably a report 
would · soon be published· relative to them ; and he had 
little doubt, but that in less than 20 years, turnpike roads 
would be general throughout the country ; and, a chain of 
canals would proqably be cut, ,vhich would ·complete an 
inland navigation from Massachusetts ·to Georgia ; and 
another to connect the eastern with\ the· western ,vaters. 

I remarked that these would be· mo-st important im-
. provements, and would greatly facilitate internal· ·inter;. 
course; and as to manufactures, I presumed ·it would long 
continue to be the policy of the couhtry to i111port them. 
He replied, that -this, like other branches, ,vould of course 
find its level, and would' depend upon the genius of the 
people; but it was astonishing, the progress that had been 
made in manufactures of late years. It would hardly be 
believed, he said, by strangers, but he had it on the best 
authority, that the mp.nufactures of Philadelphia were 
greater in value annually, than were those of Birmingham 
20 years ago ; and he had no doubt but that manufactures, 
of articles of the first necessity, would increase until they 
became quite general through the country. 

As the non-importation act was then in dependence, I 
was naturally anxious to ascertain, whether matters were 
likely to be adjusted with Britain, and, as modestly as 
possible, endeavoured to turn the conversation that ·way. I 
was urged to this by two considerations. Lvvas not sure 
but that part of our fall importation ,vould come under 
the operation of the 11011-imporation act, if it took p]ace ; 
c+nd being fully satisfied of the friendly -disposition of the 
·whjg party in Britain towards America, I would _gladly 
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have availed myself of an opportunity of expressing that 
opinion to the president. But on this subject Mr. Jeffer. 
son was, of course, reserved; though, from the few obser. 

vations he made, I concluded that matters would ultimately 

b~ amicably adjusted. I was highly gratified by the ex. 

pression of his opinion, on the character of my great 

favourite statesman Mr. Fox. Accounts had that morn. 
ing reached Washington, that Mr. Fox was in the last 

stage. of his illness.-! noticed the circumstance. " Poor 
man," said Mr. Jefferson, " I fear by this time he is no 
more, and his · loss will be severely felt by his country-r 
he is a man of the most liberal and enlightened policy
a friend to his country, and to the· human race.'' 

A gentleman then called upon him, I believe general 
Eaton, and I· took my· leave, highly pleased with the aff~ 
bility, intelligence, and good sense, of . the President of 
America .. 
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CHAP'rER XXXIV. 

District of Columbia. 

THIS district is 10 miles square, and was ceded to the 
United States by the states of Virginia and Maryland ; 
and in the year 1800 became the seat of the . general go
vernment. It is in north latitude 38° 54', and the Ameri
can geographers have adopted it as the first· meridian of 
longitude, which I have followed in my descriptions 0f 
the states, so as the reader may know at a glance how far 
they are removed from the capital. The_ face of the 
country around it has been noticed. The soil appears 
poor and sandy. The cli1µate is the same as the middle 
district of Maryland, and, judging from the countenances 
of the people, I should infer it is not very healthy. It is 
high and dry ; but the whole flat country of Virginia and1 

North Carolina lies to the south of it; and, when a south 
wind blows, it must waft a great .deal of marsh effiuvia 
along with it, of which the people in this district will 
receive a full share. 

The district lies on both sides of the Potomac river, 
and is divided into two counties, one on each side. The 
population, when I was there, was supposed to be about 
17,000, including those of Georgetown and Alexandria; 
and it was rapidly encreasing. 

The general improvements in this district have been 
already noticed. Besides the settlements scattered over 
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the district, it contains two principal towns and the capi. 
tal. · Of these, Georgetown has been already mentioned; 
and as I shall have occasion to notice Alexandria in a sub. 
sequent article, it. only remains here to give a general ac. 
count of the federal city. 

\V ASHINGTON 

ls situated in the centre of_ the district of Columbia, and 
is bounded on the south-east by the eastern branch of the 
Potomac river, to the south-west by the western branch, to 
the north-west by Rock creek, and to the north-east by the 
open country. Its extreme length from north-west to 
south-east is. a little more than four miles and a half, and 
its medium breadth from north-east to south-west about 

· two miles and a half, being nearly the di1nensions of the 
city of London, including vVestminster and Southwark. 

An elegant plan of this city has been published, on which 
I counted 37 squares, 17 grand avenues, named after the 
different states, and 103 streets crossing one another at 
right angles, and running the whole length and breadth of 
tlie city.· On this plan I find the following observations. 

" The grand avenues, and such streets as lead imm~cli
ately to public places, are from 130 to 160 feet wide, and 
may be conveniently divided into foot-ways, walks of trees, 
and a carriage-'1vay. The other streets are from 90 to llO 
feet wide. 

"In order to execute this plan, Mr. Ellicott drew a true 
meridional line by celestial observation, which passes 
through the area intended for the capitol; this line he 
crossed by another, due east and west, which passes' 
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through the same area. These lines were accurately 
measured, and made the · basis on which the whole plan 
was executed. He ran all the lines by a transit instru
ment, and determined the acute angles by actual measure ... 
ment, and left nothing to the uncertainty of the compass. : 

" The positions for the different edifices; and for the se~ 
veral squares or areas of different shapes, as they are laid 
down, were first determined on the most advantageous 
ground, commanding the most extensive prospects, and. 
the better susceptible of such improvements as either use 
or ornament may hereafter call for. 

"Lines or avenues of direct commun1cation have been 
devised to connect the separate and most distant 'objects_ 
with the principal, and to preserve through the whole a 
reciprocity of sight at the same time. Attention has been 
paid to the passing of these leading avenues over the most 
favourable ground for prospect and convenience .. 

" North and south lines, intersected by others running 
due east and west, make the distribution of the city i1;1to 
streets, squares, &c. ; and those lines have been so com
bined as to meet at certain given points with those :d~ver4 
gent avenues, so as to form on the spaces ' first determin., 
ed' the different squares or areas." 

There are three creeks delineated on the ·plan, above the 
city, on which I find the following observations. 

" The perpendicular height of Tiber creek above the 
level of the tide in said creek, is 236 feet 7 inches. Th~ 
water of this creek may be conveyed on the high ground 
where the Capitol stands, and after watering that part of 
city, may be destined to other useful purposes. The per., 
pendicular height of the ground where the Capitol is to 
stand is above the tide of Tiber creek 78 feet, 

VOL. r. 2 J) 
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" The perpendicular height of the west branch above 
the tide in Tiber creek, is 115 feet 7 inches. 

"The wat~r of Reedy creek, and that of the Tiber, may 
be conveyed to the president's house." 

A most elegant plan indeed, and a very animated de
scription. It only wants 40,000 elegant buildings, and a 
corresponding population, to constitute the American capi
tal one of the handsomest cities in the world ! However, 
it is to be recollected that every thing must have a begin. 
ning, and the time was when London was not. 

The city now probably contains about 700 houses, and 
5000 inhabitants. The buildings are all of brick, three 
stories high, and agreeable to a given plan. There are 
many scattering huts and wooden buildings throughout 
the district, but ·they are only temporary. 'The greater 
part of the public buildings have been already noticed. 
There are, besides, two or three chiirches, three market
.houses, and a jail. The markets are tolerably well sup
plied with provisions, · but every article is dear; the prices 
may be reckoned one-third higher than at· Philadelphia; a 
circu111stance that 'Will ·probably operate against the pro
gress of population. 

The principal manufactures are those calculated for do
mestic consumption, boots, shoes, hats, &~. There is a 
considerable retail trade, but very little of any other; the 
shipping trade is can-ied on at Alexandria, and the inland 
trade at Georgetmvn. 

The inhabitants are a collection from all quarters of the 
union, and there are many foreigners among them. They 
are reputed to be orderly and correct in their morals, and 
·have bent their attention very much to the subjects of edu
tation and internal improvement 
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· The district of Columbia, west of the Potomac, is sub. 
ject to the laws of Virginia, and east of the river, to those 
of Maryland; but the whole is under the ·special direction 
of the government of the United States, and the internal 
police is managed by a corporation, of which the president 
of the United States appoints the mayor. The other inem~ 
bers are elected by the people. 

There is ~ circuit court of the United States within the 
district, consisting of a chief judge and two assistants, and 
they hold four sessions annually. 

A few general remarks shall close this chapter, and my 
account of the capital of the United States. 

Having, in the course of my tr~vels,. heard a great many 
conflicting opinions about British influence and French 
influence,~ and federalism and democracy, and the suppos.., 
ed enmity of the American g~)Vernment to Britain and 
British trade; and of a partiality for the French and BonaG 
parte; I determined to take no share in the argument, but 
to hear all the evidence on both sides, as it came in my 
way, and to judge for mysel[ 

The result of this . judgment I shall now communicate. 
I was satisfied, from all that I had seen and heard, that 

there is bona fide British influence in the country, of a very 
powerful nature, great in extent, and arising from very ob~ 
vious causes. The principal of these are the identity of 
language, the similitude of manners· and habits, and the 
· extensive commerce between the United States and Bri~ 
tain. To prove the influence arising from these, it is un
necessary to go beyond my own person. I landed in Ame- -

rica a stranger. I travelled through the country, associ
ating every where freely with the people.!- I was uni

formly. received as a friend. I waited on the chief ma,_~ 
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' 
gistrate .of America altogether in an unpremeditated man. 
ner. I 'sent up my address as "a native of Britain." His 
conduct and conversation have been faithfully recorded in 
the preceding chapter, and the public can judge of it. 
Did it look like prejudice against Britain or British peo~ 

ple ?-I say no. 
In reaard to French influence, it stands upon a footing 

b 

exactly the reverse. The natives of France have a differ. 

ent language; and different manners and habits. vVhen 

they arrive in this country, they have a language to learn; 
they never ·· can learn to speak it with the fluency of a na

tiye; and they have few ideas in comnion, so that there 

really is little whereon to ground a free interchange of sen
timents and of friendship. Accordingly it is found, that 
the French natives in the country are -generally a quiet, 

peaceable people, who associate mostly a~ong themselves, 
and pay little or no attention to politics, or to public con

cerns. I cannot illustrate this subject better than by a 

quotation from M. Talleyrand. He had travelled exten. 
sively in the United States, and had paid very close atten

tion to the manners of the people. He closes a series of 
observations with this sentiment. " In all my travels 
through the country, I never saw an Englishman that was 

not treated as a native; I never saw a Frenchman that was 
not treated as a stranger." 

·Passing over mere party-bickerings, which I leave with 

a great deal of pleasure to the newspapers, I shall here re

mark, that it ap1Jeared to me, there vvas every disposition 
to have an amic

1

able adjustment of all differences with 
Britain, and to cultivate a friendly intercourse to every ex

tent that the natives mutuallv wished or that their ,vants 
., ' 

rnight can for ; and as to partiality for Bonaparte and the 
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French, it was my sincere opinion, very deliberately form
ed, that there· was none. Hence my opinion was strength

ened as to the probability of a good understanding be
tween the two countries; for 1 was satisfied of the friendly 

disposition of the British ministry. I. knew that they did 
'not all view America in the same light, and I dreaded the 

loss of Mr. Fox; but \vhile a Grenville, an Erskine, and 
a Grey, remained in the cabinet, I was convinced that the 
valuable trade to the United States would not be sacrifi., 
.ced to a crooked policy, nor to gratify the avarice of a 
number of unprincipled speculators., I saw, in~ieed, a 
black cloud in the rear. A most powerful tory faction 
pressed upon the national councils, and almost browbeat 
virtue out of countenance ; and this faction was strong in 
the good-will of the court. But, to counterbalance this, 
the HEIR APPARENT, THE PRINCE OF VV ALES, Was 
with the whig party, and I hoped for the best. 

In the afternoon I took my departure, in a ferry-boat, 
for Alexandria, which I reached at 6 o'clock. 

ALEXANDRIA is situated on the west bank of the Po
tomac, in the south-east corner of the district of Columbiav 
It is laid out on the plan of Philadelphia, the streets cross
ing one another at right angles, and they are broad and 
airy. It <;ontained, by the census of 1800, 4096 free in
habitants, and 8 7 5 slaves ; the population has since great-
1 y increased. The public buildings are a court-house 
and jail, a bank, and an episcopal church. I observed , 
considerable shipping in the. river, and learned that the 
inhabitants have a pretty extensive trade, principally in 

flour and tobacco. 
The weather, during my stay in the district of Colum

hia, was clear and very warm ; and from the observations 
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I made, I was satisfied that there must be a material dif. 
ference of climate between this place and Philadelphia, the 

great change happening somewhere near the Patapsco 
river, agreeably to the opinion of Volney$ 

On applying at the mail stage-office, I found there 
,~.rere 10 places engaged, so that it was with some ~ifficulty 
I could get accommodated ; but they agreed to squeeze 
me amongst the number; and I retired to bed;. resolved 
to sleep as fast as possible, with a view of getting up at 4 
o'clock in the morning, the hour at which l was told the. 
stage would set out. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Alexandria,-Richmond,-· Petersburg a 

MONDAY, October 6th, '1806, _at half past 4, o'clock~ 
I took my place in the stage, ,and we left A.lexandria a lit~ 
tle before 5. We travelled· by a pretty rough road, 17 
miles, to Occoquhan creek, where we stopped for break
fast. Part of our journey being before day-light, I could 
only remark that the country appeared uneven, and the 
soil tolerably good. 

After breakfast, the company began to get a little ac

quainted with each other, and to exchange sentiments. I 
mentioned before that we were 11 in number, and it will 
show the nature of travelling in this country, to mention 
the places of destination. Three of the passengers were 
going to Richmond, in Virginia, 126 miles distant ; two 
ivere going to Columbia, in South Carolina, distant 511 
miles; one to Augusta, in Georgia, distant 596 miles~ 
one to Fayetteville, North Carolina, 3 51 miles ; three to .. 
different places in the .interior of the country; and I wag 
going to Savannah, in Georgia, distant 653 miles. 

As we constituted a little republic, and several of us 
were to be many days together, we proceeded to elect', of~ 
fice-bearers. The gentleman from Fayetteville was chosen 
president ; the company conferred on me the honour of 
being vice-president; and thus organized we proceeded 
to the " order of the clay." 
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Our president, who was called captain, by which title 
I shall hereafter denominate him, was an excellent travel
ling companion. He sung a good song ; told a good sto
ry ; and was, withal, very facetious, and abounded in 
mirth, humour, and jollity. 

He had not long taken the chair, when, with the per0 

mission of the comp~ny, he sung'a humorous song, which 
put us all in good spirits. He then proposed that each man 
in his turn should, when called on by the president, sing a 
song, tell a story, or pay five cents; which being unanimous
ly agreed to, was immediately carried into execution, and 
called forth a wonderful degree of merriment and good
humour. I found myself a little at a loss, as I did not 
wish to part with my cents, and I had nothing but Scots 
stories and Scots songs,· but I soon found that these were 
highly satisfactory, and that the name of Robert Burns was 
as well known, and as highly esteemed in Virginia, as in 
Ayrshire. 

Our captain was both a son of Neptune and a son of 
Mars ; and could adapt the technical language. of these 
professions to the different movements of the stage, with 
remarkable facility. vVhen the coach heeled to one side, 
he would call out1 " to the right and left, and cover your 
flanks-whiz ; '' and when ,ve passed a stream. by a ford, 
he would sing out, '' by the deep nine,'' accompanied with 
all the attitudes of heaving the lead. The day was clear, 
pleasant, and healthy ; and, in this strain of merriment 
and good-humour, ,ve prosecuted our journey much to 
our satisfaction. 

From ·where ,ve breakfasted,, we travelled through a 
hilly country, and but partially cultivated, to Dumfries, 
a small to-wn containing about 300 inhabitants, court-
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house, jail, &c. ; and,· from thence, we passed on .through 
a hilly country, but more improved, to Fredericksburg, 2s· 
miles, where we stopped for the night. 

· FREDERICKSBURG is situated on the south-west side 
of Rappahannock river. Xt is regularly laid out, the streets 
crossing one another at right angles, and consists of about 
-SOO houses, containing about 1600 inhabitants. The prin~ 
·cipal public buildings are an episcopal church, an acade
my, court-house, and jail. It carries on a considerable 
trade, principally in flour and tobacco. 

The Rappahannock river rises in the Blue Mountains, 
by two considerable streams, called Rapid Ann river and 
Hedgeman river ; which unite about 12 miles above this 
place, and, running a south-east course, falls into the 
Chesapeak bay about 90 miles below Fredericksburg, 
where it is about three miles broad. It is navigable to 
Fredericksburg, where it has two fathoms water*. · 

On Tuesday, the 7th October, we started from Frede .. 
ricksburg, at 1 o'clock in the morning, and travelled 
through an uneven country, and pretty well cultivated, tQ 
Bowling-Green, 22 miles; and a few miles further, we 
passed Mattapony river. This river rises about 20 miles 
above where we crossed it, and runs a south-east course, 
about 80 miles, when it joins the Pammiky river, and· 
forms York river.·· It is navigable to Downer's bridge, 
70 miles above its moutht. About 15 miles from this 
river, we travelled through a country nearly similar to 
that described, but the soil rather sandy, to Pamunky ri. 
ver. This river is formed by the north and south Anna 
riv«ts, which rise in the north-west, about 50 or 60 miles 

* Jefferson's Notes on Virginia. t Ib~d. 
l.'()f,. I. 
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distapt, and form a junction about 15 miles above where 
_we crossed. From thence it holds a south-east course, 
but with many windings, about 50 miles, when it forms 
.the junction with Mattapony river aforesaid. It is naviga
ble for boats about 4,0 miles above where we crossed it. 
YoRK RIVER is composed of these two rivers, and widen
.ing to a ·considerable extent, it passes into ~he Chesapeak 
.bay, by a channel of about three miles. Yorktown is situ
ated 12 miles. up this river, and is the best harbour in the 
state for vessels of the largest size. " The river narrows 
to the width of a mile at York, and is contained within 
. very high banks, close under which vessels may ride. It 
holds four fathoms water at high tide for 25 miles above 

· York, where the river is a mile and a half wide, and the 
fhannel only 7 5 fathoms. At the confluence of the Pa
munky and Mattapony it is reduced to three fathoms 
deep.*''. ·.York is remarkable as being the ,place where 
the contest. ·with · Britain was decided by the capture of 
lord Cornwallis. 

After crossing this river we passed Hanover court-house, 
and the road proceeds through a country nearly similar to 
rhat already described, 24 miles, to Richmond, the capitol of 
Virginia, which we reached to dinner. In our way we passed 
Falling creek, a branch of James river, after which the coun
try improves, and is handsomely settled. The· day was 
very clear, and we had at. one place a view of the South
west Mountains. 

RICHMOND is handsomely situated on James river, ,im
_mediately below the falls. It is a large elegant city, con
sisting of more than 1000 houses, and:contains about 8000 

* Jefferson's Notes. 
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inhabitants*. The state-house stands on an emmence, 
and is considered the handsomest building in the state, 
having spacious apartments for the meeting of the legisla
ture, and commodious rooms for the transaction of the 
public business of the state. The other public buildings , 
are the court-house, jail, and theatre, two places for prib
lic worship, a freemason's hall, and three tobacco "~are
houses. Richmond is situated in a fertile healthy·. coun
try, and is well supplied with provisions; and it is flou
rishing in manufactures and commerce. There is ·an 
armoury in the neighbourhood, said to be the best in the 
United States. The city is remarkably well situated for· 
mill- seats ; some of the finest flour-mills in the state have 
lately b~en erected, ~nd the quantity of flour manufactured 
annually is immense. There are also .rolling and slitting
mills, oil-mills, and several others; a~d sevenil extensive 
distilleries and breweries. Richmond carries on a consi
derable trade, principally in tobacco and flour, with many 
places of the United States, particularly New York; which 
in return supplies it with dry-goods and groceries. The , 
inhabitants here, like those in the· sea-ports, are • mostly 
dressed in British manufactures, and are very gay. They 

, look remarkably well, and the ladies, of whom we only had 
a glance as we passed through the city, appeared very 
handsome. 

Some nails in my portmanteau having given way, I 
carried it to a saddler to get, it repaired; and on iny re-· 
turn to the tavern, I found a native ·of Perth, to whom I 
had sent a message, waiting for me ; and what with con
versation about the place of our nativity, the importunity 

* By the census of 1810, the number is 9735. 
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of the stage-driver, rind the humour of our merry captain, 
l was almost short shipt of a dinner. Having finished.my 
repast as rapidly as I could, I took my place in the stage, 
and we set out for Petersburg. 

Several of the passengers had left us at Richmond ; 
but as we took up two or three gentlemen who were re
turning from a horse-race, the stage was still full ; and we 
continµed our regulations, which our new members as
sented to with great cordiality. 

On leaving the city, we passed James River by a long 
w~oden bridge, at which each of the passengers had to 
pay toll, a circumstance I never saw before, it being com
mon t~ lay the toll on the carriage only. The scenery at 
this place was very beautiful. 

JAMES RrvER is one of the most important in the state 
of Virginia. It rises near the Allegany Mountains, nearly 
200 miles west from Richmond, and, pursuing a course 
to the eastward, runs through all the other chains, passes· 
Richmond, and receives the waters of the Appomatox· 
ab0ttt 25 miles below that city. From thence it exhibits 
a curious appearance, widening and contracting alternately.,, 
and, by a crooked passage of about 70 miles, -falls into 
Chesapeak Bay 15 miles to the westward ·of Cape Henry; 
its whole length, including its windings, being upwards: 
300 miles. · The principal tributary streams to this river 
are the Rivannah, on which is Monticello, the seat of pre. 
sident Jefferson, the Appomatox, the Chickahomany, the 
N ansemond, and the Elizabeth, on which last is Norfolk. , 
" The whole of Elizabeth River is a harbour, and would 
contain upwards of 300 ships. The channel is from 150 · 
to ~00 fathom wide, and, at flood tide, affords 18 feet wa
ter to ~ orfolk. The N ansemond .. is navigable to Sleepy 



VIRGINIA. 221 

}Iole for vessels of 250 tons; to Suffolk for those of 100 
tons; and to Milner's for those of 25. Clzickahominy has 
at its mouth a bar, on which is only 12 feet water at com
mon flood tide. Vessels passing that, may go 8 mile~ up 
the river ;. those of 10 feet water may go 4 miles further ; 
and those of 6 tons burden 20 miles further. The Rivan
nah is navigable for canoes and batteaux 22 miles, to the 
South-west Mountains, ·and may be easily opened to navi
gation through these mountains to its fork above Char"' 
lottesville*.'' 

" James River itself affords harbour for vessels of any 
size in Hampton Road, but not in safety thro~gh the 
winter ; and' there is navigable water for them as far as 
Mulberry Island. A 40 gun ship goes to Jamestown, · 
and, lightening herself; may pass to Harrison's Bar, on 
'Yhich there is only 15 feet water. Vessels of 250 tons 
may go to Warwick; those of 125 go to Rocket's, a mile 
below Richmond; from thence is about 7 feet water to 
Richmond ; and about the centre of· the town, 4-} feet, 
where the navigation is interrupted by falls, which, in a 
course of _6 miles, descend about 80 feet perpendicular. 
Above these, it is resumed in canoes and batteaux, and is 
prosecuted !;>afely to within· 10 miles of the Blue Ridge ; 
and even through the Ridge a ton weight has been brought; -
and the expence would not be great, when compared with 
its objects, to open a tolerable navigation up Jackson's 
River and Carpenter's Creek, to ,vithin 25 miles of How
ard's Creek of Greenbriar, both of which have then watt:r 
enough to float vessels into the Great Kanhaway. In 
some future state of population, I think it possible that its 

'* Jefferson's Notes. 
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navigation may also be made to interlock with that of the 
Potomac, and, tl;rough that, to communicate by a short 
portage with the Ohio*." , 

A company has been incorporated by the state for im
proving the navigation of this river with a capital of 
140,000 dollars, of which the state owns 50,000; and they 
are bound by the charter to remove all obstr.uctions, so as 
there may never be less than 12 inches of water over all 
the shoals from the upper end of the lower falls to Patton. 
borouch, in the middle of the mountains, and distant front u 

Richrndnd upwards of 200 miles. The company have 
pros~cuted the business with ~ laudable zeal, and have 
expend~d upwards of 200,000 dollars upon it. A canal 
is drawn from the river at the upper end.of the falls, and 
proceeds 200 yards, when it· i1s lowered 34 feet, by 3 
locks, and again enters the river. From thence the navi. 
gation is perfect for 3 miles, when another canal commen
ces, and runs 3{ miles to a bason at Richmond, where the 
navigation terminates. It was contemplated by the char
ter to continue the canal to the tide water, but the plan .is 
for the present suspended. 

· The basin is,a mile.and a half from the port of Richmond, 
and is 80 feet above tide-water. From the upper· end of 
the great falls to the basin the distance is 6-} miles, and 
the descent 48 feet; making in an· 128 feet descent in 8 
miles. 

The navigation of the river from above the._ falls to its 
extremity among the mountains, is considered better than 
that of any .of the other Atlantic rivers; and it may be ob
served that coal is found here in great abundance, a cir-

* Jefferson's Notes. 
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cumstance which occurs no where else in !the vicinity of 
· tide water, in the United States. 

From Richmond we travelled 25 miles to Petersburg, 
where we stopped for the night. The country I could 
see but partially, as we passed a considerable part of it in 
the dark. We crossed several small streams in 011r way, 
and near Petersburg the Appamattox river before alluded 
to. 

This river rises near the mountains, and ·is in length up
wards of 100 miles to its junction with James river·. "It 
may be navigated as fqf as Broad·way's by any vessel which 
has crossed Harrison's bar, on James river. I~ keeps eight 
or ten feet water a mile or two higher up to Fisher's bar, 
and four feet on that, and, upward~, where all navigation 
ceases*.~' 

PETERSBURG is situated on the aforesaid river, immedi
ately below the falls, and is a place of considerable wealth 
and importance, carrying on a great trade in tobaceo and 
flour, a considerable portion of which is with New York. 
The population, in 1800, was 2034 free people, and 1481. 

slaves. The population, is said to be composed principally 
of Irish people, and they are distinguished for frank liberal 
manners, and high-spirited patriotism. 

The principal public buildings are, two places for public 
worship, a court-house, jail, and freemason's hall. 

The market is well supplied with provisions; and there 
are numerous mills in and abo'ut the town. 

It was past 11 o'clock at night before we arrived, and 
we learned that the stage ·was to set out at one o'clock next 
morninf!'. '\Ve considered it therefore entirely useless to D ~ 

'if, Jefferson's Notes. 
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go to bed, and the captain carried me to, see some gentle. 
men of his acquaintance. There were six or eight of 
them, ~l agreeable young men, most of them Irishmen; 
and the captain being intimately acquainted with them was 
welcomed with much affection, and I was cordially taken 
by the hand as his friend, for whom he was pleased to ex
press a particular regard. They had a violin in the room, 
which was immediately adjusted to the· tune of the Thistle 
and the Shamrock*, and we had a most harmonious con
cert of jigs and strathspeys, while Yankee Doodle was not 
forgotten. The song, the sentiment, and the toast follow
ed. " An age could not have made us better acquainted," 
and we united in opinion, that there was no country on the 
face of the earth like this, where people of all nations, kin
dreds, tongues, and languages, could with such happy fa. 
cility meet and harmonize in the spirit of unity, and in the 
bond of peace. " But pleasures are like. poppies spread.'' 
We were in the full exercise and enjoyment of these sen
timents when we were called away to take our places in 
the stage, and I left this little liberal circle with sentiments 
of friendly regard. 

, October 8, at one o'clock, we left Petersburg. At this 1 

early hour we could see nothing, but we felt that the coun· 
try was hilly, and the road very rough. By the time the 
day dawned upon us we had travelled about 20 miles, and 
the country appeared pretty fertile; we saw many flourish
ing fields of tobacco, but, in consequence of the long and 
severy drought, the country exhibited a parched appear· 
ance. 

* The reader will not find this air in any of the modern English 
- collections. 
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· At 33 miles from Petersburg we passed Nottaway rivet, 

by a wooden bridge. This river rises about 50 miles 

above where we crossed it, and running a south-east-course, 

above 100 miles, it forms a junction with the Meherrin 

river, in North Carolina, and, 'thmugh the· medium of the 

Chowan river, falls into Albemarl~ sound. 

At 37 miles from the Nottaway river we crossed the 
Meherrin. The latter part of the distance, 'the country 

was much improved, and the road good. We now occa-

·,sionally saw some crops of cotton, but the principal pro
duce was tobacco and cotn. The Meherrin river rises 

about 60 miles above where we crossed· it, and running 60 

miles· more, in a south-east direction, it forms a junction 
with the Noftaway, before mentioned. 

About 12 miles beyond this last mentioned r1.ver, we· 
passed the North Carolina line, and here l pause·· to take a 

view of the great and important state of Virginia~ 

VO l~ ... I. 2 F 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Virginia. 

B.EFORE I proceed to give a general account of this 
state, I may notice, that a most important service has been 
ren~ered to its geography, by the publication of the Notes 
of Mr. Jefferson; a work replete with valuable_ information, 
and exhibiting iri every page the marks of a vigorous in. 
tellect and a philosophic mind. This work may be justly 
consid~red as . the basis of the geography of the state of 
Virginia ; and though, from the progressive- nattJ.re of· the 
subject, it does not now contain the necessary information, 
on some points; yet the traveller, in this state, will find it 
a most valuable companion; and by giving it a careful pe
rusal will be amply rewarded for his trouble. 

"The Notes were written in the year 1781, and some~ 
what corrected and enlarged in 1782, in answer to queries 
proposed to the author, by a foreigner .of distinction (M.· 
de Marbois, secretary of the French legation), then resid:. 
ing in America.'' The work is arranged on the follow· 
ing plan. 

" 1 Boundaries. 
2 Rivers. 
3 Sea-ports. 
4 Mountains. 
5 Cascades. 

6 Productions, mineral, vegetable, and animat 



7 Climate. 
3 Population. 
9 Military force. 

10 Marine force. 
11 Aborigines. 

, VIRGINIA, ... 

12 Counties and towns,. 
13 Constitution. 
14 Laws. 
15 Colleges, buildings, and roads. 
16 Proceedings as to tories. 
17 Religion. 
18 Manners. 
19 Manufactures. 
20 Subjects of commerce. 
21 Weights, measures, and money. 
22 Public revenue. 
23 Histories, memorials, and state papers.'' 

With three numbers of an Appendix. 
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It is from this valuable work that the facts exhibited in 
the following short sketch are chiefly taken ; and wherever 
the brevity of the subject would· admit; I have given them 
in Mr. Jefferson's own elegant language, although I have 
adhered to my original arrangement of the various sub
jects. It may be observed here, that since Mr. Jefferson's 
Notes were compiled, Kei1tucky has been formed into a 
separate state, which makes a material alteration in the 
dimensions of the state of Virginia. 

VrncrNIA is situated between 36° 30' and 39° 43' 
north latitude, and 1° east, and 6° 25' west longitude .. 
The extreme length of the state from east to west is 442 
miles, and the extreme breadth from the North Carolina 
line to the. Peµnsylvania li~1e is 235 ; but it may be 



228 VIRGINIA. 

observed that there is a small part of the state that stretches 

along the banks of the Ohio, to the west of Pennsylvania, 

about_ 60 miles long, and on an average 10 broad; and 
there is another small part, about 55 miles long and 12 

broad, to the east of the Chesapeak. The area is com

puted at 70,500 square miles, being nearly as large as the 
whole island of Britain, computed at 77,243. The number 
of acres in Virginia is 45,120,000. 

The face of the country is somewhat assimilated to 
Pennsylvania, including Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland. I 

The eastern part extends along the sea coast about 115 
miles, ofi which the outlet of the Chesapeak, already 
noticed, occupies 20 ; and this elegant confluence of waters, 
so often referred to, forms a great· variety in this part of 
the state. From the sea coast to the head of the tide· 
~aters, about 100 miles, the country is mostly level, and 
abounds with swamps. From ·thence to the mountains 

it is agreeably uneven, and affords delightful prospects. 
The mountainous district is about 100 miles in breadth, 
and the ridges continue, as in Pennsylvania, to range from 
north-east to soutli-w:est. Beyond the mountains the 
country is much variegated-. -here swelling out into con
siderable hills,-. -there subsiding into agreeable valleys ; 
and· so continues to the Ohio, about 60 miles~ . The 
Allegany chain is the great ridge which divides the waters 
of the Atlantic from the Mississippi, and its summit is 
more elevated above the ocean than that of . the others : 
but its relative height, compared with the base on which 
it stands, is not so great, because the country rises behind 

the successive ridges like steps of stairs. The most 
elevated point does not exceed 4.,000 feet, and few amount 
to more than 2500. 
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The whole of the Atlantic rivers have been already 
noticed; the others are but few. The state is watered to 
the westward by the Ohio upwards of 240 miles, and the 
Great Sandy river forms the boundary, for upwards of 100 
miles, between it and Kentucky. The most important 
river, to the westward, is the Great Kanhaway, "a river 
·of considerable note .for the fer~ility of its lands, and still 
more, as leading towards the head waters of James river. 
Nevertheless, it is doubtful whether its great and numer
ous falls will admit a navigation but at an expence to 
which it will require ages to render its inhabitants equal. 
The great obstacles begin at what are called the great falls, 

90 miles above its mouth, below which are only 5 or 6 

rapids, and these passable, with some difficulty, even at · 
low water. From the falls to the mouth of Greenbriar is 
100 miles, and thence to the lead mines 120. It is 280 

yards wide at its rnouth* ." 
"The little Kanhaway is 150 yards wide at the mouth)' 

and is navigable for 10 miles onlyt." 
The Shenandoah river rises in the interior of the country, 

and running a north-east course, of about 250 miles, 
through the great Limestone valley, parallel to the moun
fains, falls into the Potomac just above the Blue Ridge. 
The junction of the rivers, ·and the passage through the 
Blue Ridge, is said to be one of the finest scenes in natureJ 
and is thus elegantly described by Mr. Jefferson$ "You 
stand on a very high point of land. On your right comes 
up the Shenandoah, having ranged along the foot of the 
mountain an hundred miles to seek~ vent. On your left 
approaches the Potomac, in quest of a passage also.--In 

· .t Jefferson's Notes. t Ibid, 
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the moment of their junction they rush together against 
~he mountain, rend it asunder, and pass off to the sea. 

"'!'he first glance of this scene huffies our senses into 
, the opinion that this earth has been created in time ; that 

the mountains vvere formed first, that the rivers began to 
flow afterwards; that, in this place particularly, they have 
been dammed up by the :Blue Ridge ~f mountains, and 
hmie formed an ocean which filled the whole -valley; that 
continuing to· rise, they have at length broken over at this 
spot, and have tom the mountain down from its summit 
to its · base. The piles of rock on each hand, but p:rrticu. 
Iarly on the Shenandoah, the evident marks of their dis. 
rupture and civulsion from their beds by the most power. 
ful agents of nature, corroborate the impression.-But the 
distant finishing which nature has given to the picture is 
of a very different character.-It is a true contrast to the 

foreground.-lt is as placid and delightful as that is wild 
and tremendous.-F or the mountain being cloven asunder, 

' she presents to your eye, through the cleft, a small catch 

of smooth blue horizon, at an infinite distance in the plain 
country, inviting you, as it were, from the riot and tumult 

roaring around, to pass through the breach, and participate 
of the calm below. Here the eye ultimately composes 
itself; and that way the road happens actually to lead.
you cross the Pot011-1ac above the junction, pass along its 
side through the base of the mountain for three miles, its 
terrible precipices hanging in fragments over you, and 

·within about 20 miles reach Fredericktown, and the fine 
country · aromtd it. This. scene is worth a voyage across 
the Atlantic ; yet there are people who have spent their 
whole lives within half a dozen of miles, and have never 

been to survey these monuments of a war betvveen rivers 
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and mountains~ which must have shaken the earth itself to 

its centre*." 
"The only remarkable cascade in this· country, is that 

.of the falling springs in Augusta. It is a water of James 
river,.where it is called Jackson's river, rising in the warm 

' spring, and flowing into that valley. About three quarters 
of a mile , from its source, it falls over a rock 200 feet, 
into the valley below. The sheet of water is broken in 
its breadth by the rock, in two or three places, but not at 
all in its height. Between the sheet and the rock at the 
bottom you may w3Jk across dryt." 

In the limestone country there are many caverns of 
very considerable extent. " The most noted is called' 
Madison's Cave, and is on the north side of the Blue Ridge, 
near the intersection of the Rockingham and ·Augusta 
line with the south fork of the southern river of Shenan
doah. It is in a hill of about 200 feet perpendicular height, 
the ascent of which, on one side, is so steep, that you may 
pitch a biscuit from its summit into the river which washes 
its base. The entrance of the cave is, in this . side, about 
two-thirds of the way up. It extends into the earth about 
300 feet, branching into subordinate caverns, sometimes 
ascending a little, but_ more generally descending, and at 
length terminates, in two different places, at basons of 
water of unknown extent, and which I should judge to be 
nearly on a level with the water of the river." "The 
-vault of this cave is of solid limestone, from 20 to 40 o:,; 
50 feet high, through which the water is continually per
colating. This trickling down the sides of the cave has 
incrusted them over in the form of ele~ant drapery ; and 

* Jefferson's Notes ,t I~i.d. 
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dripping from the top of the vault, generates on th~t, anu 
on the base below, stalactites of a conical form, sotne of 
which have met and formed massive columns*." 

Another of these caves is near the North Mountain in 
Frederick county. "The entrance into this is on the top 
of an extensive ridge. You descend SO or 40 feet as into 
a well, from whence the cave then extends, nearly horizontal-· 
ly, 400 feet into the earth, pteserving a· breadth of from 
20 to 50 feet, and height of from 5 to 12 feet. After 
ent~ring this cave a few feet, the mercury, which was in 
the open air at 50°, rose to 57°t." 

" At the Panther gap, in the ridge which divides the 
waters of the Cow and Calf Pasture, is what is called the 
Blowing cave. It is in the side of ·a hill, is of about 100 
feet diameter, and emits constantly a current of air ofsuch 
force, as to keep the weeds ·prostrate for 20 yards before 
it. It is' strongest in dry frosty weather, and weakest in 
long spells of raint." " There is another blowing cave in 
the Cumberland mountain, about a mile from the Carolina 
linen." 

The Natural Bridge, in this state, is one of the most 
sublime of nature's works. " It is on the ascent of a hill, 
which seems to have been cloven through its length by 
some great convulsion. The fissure, just at the bridge, is, 
by some ad111easurements, 270 feet deep, by others only 
205. It is about 45 feet wide at the bottom, and 90 af 
the top; this of course determines the lenoth of the 

I b 

bridge, and its height from the \ivater. Its breadth in the 
middle, is about 60 feet, but more at the ends ; and the 
thickness of the mass, at the summit of the arch, about 40 

* Jefferson's Notes, t Ib. t lb, IJ Tb. 
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feet. A part of this thickness is constituted by a . coat of 
~arth, which gives growth to ma~y large trees. The resi .. · 
due, with _the hill on both sides, is one solid rock of lime
stone. The arch approaches the semi-elliptical form, but 
the larger axis of the ellipsis, whjch would be the chord 
of the arch, is many times longer than the transverse. 
Though the sides of this bridge are provided in some 
parts with a parapet of fixed rocks, yet _few men have. reso
lUtion to walk to them, and look over into the abyss. You 
involuntarily fall on your hands and your feet, creep to the 
parapet, and peep over it. Looki~g down from- this height 
about a minute, gave me a violent head-ach. Ifth~ view 
from the top be painful and intolerable, that from below is 
delightful· in an equal extreme. It is impossible for the 
emotio.ns arising from the sublime, to be felt beyond what 
they are here : so beautiful an arch, so elevated, so light, 
and springing, as it were, up to heaven! the rapture of the 
spectator is really indescribable ! , The fissure continuing 
narrow, deep, and straight, for a .. considerable distance 
above and below the bridge, opens a short but very pleasing. 
view of the North Mountain on one side, and Blue Ridge 
on the other, at the distance each of them of about five 
miles. This bridge is in the county of Rockbridge, to 
Which it has given name, ~nd affords a public and very 
commodious passage over a· valley, which cannot be cross
ed elsewhere for a considerable distance. The stream 
passing under it is called Cedar creek. It is a water of 
.lames river, and sufficient in the driest seasons to turn a. 
grist-mill, though its fountain is not more than two mil~s 
above*." 

* Jefferson,s Notes. 
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There are a great variety of minerals and mineral springs 
in the state. Iron is very plenty' and several mines of 
lead have been opened. Some copper, black-lead, and 
precious stones have been found, and in one instance gold 
was discovered. Limestone is plenty, and coal is abun. 
dant at Richmm:1d, in some places among the mouritains, 
and in the western country. Of the mineral springs, the 
warm and hot spri11gs, and the sweet spring, are the most 
remarkable. They are situated near the sources of James 
:river, at the foot of the Allegany mountains, about 42 miles 
apart. They are now well known, and much resorted to. 
There are sulphur springs in several places ; arid on the 
Kanhaway river, 67 miles from its o~tlet, there is a very 
remarkable air spring. The hole from which it issues is 
of the capacity of 30 or 40 gallons, and the current of air 
so strong " as to give the sand about its orifice the motion 
which it has in a boiling spring. On presenting a lighted 
,candle or torch within 18 inches of the hole, it flames up 
in a column of 18 inches in diameter, and 4 or 5 feet in 
height, which sometimes bums out within 20 minutes, and 
at other ti~es has been known to continue burning for 
three days, and to have been left in that state. The flame 
is unsteady,· Qf the density of burning spirits, and smells 
like burning pit-coal*." " There is a similar spring on 
Sandy river, the flame of ·which is a colmim about 12 
ind1es diameter, and three feet hight." 

The soil in the low part of the state is sandy, except on 
the bm1ks ofthe rivers, where it is very rich. Between 
the head of the tide-waters and the mountains, it exhibits 
a great variety, and a considerable portion is good. Among 

w Jefferson's Notes. t Ibid. 
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the mountains there is a great deal of poor land, but it is 
interspersed with rich valleys. Beyond the mountains the 
soil is generally rich and fertile. 

The climate of Virginia is very various, mid is subjec~ 
to great and sudden changes. In the greater part of the 
tountry below the head of the tide-waters, the summers 
are hot and sultry, and the winters mild. From thence to 
the foot of ·the mountains the air is more pure and elastic, 
and both summers and winters are several degrees of tern. 
perature below the low country. Among the mountains, 
the summers are delightful, though sometimes the heat is 
very great. To the westward the climate is temperate, 
the summers being cooler and the winters warmer than on 
the sea coast. Except in the neighbourhood of stagnant 
waters, in the low c~untry, Virginia has, upon the whole, 
a healthy climate . 

. The first .. permanent settlement of Virginia was by 
the English, in 1610. In 1613, a Mr. Rolf married 
Pocahontas, the daughter of Powhatan, an Indian chief, 
and the connexion was the foundation for a friendly 
commerce between the English se_ttlers and the Indians. 
In 1616 the culture of tobacco became general. The same 
year Mr. Rolf and his wife Pocahontas visited Englcmd, 
where she was introduced at court, and treated with great 
respect. She died the year following at Gravesend, and 
left a son, whose descendants still survivo in Virginia 111 
1688 the colony amounted to upwards of 60,000 people. 
In 177 4 Virginia appointed seven delegates to the first 
congress, and took a decisive part in the war for indepen
dence. The state constitution was framed in 1776, and 
was the first in the United States. Virginia now sends 
2 senators and 22 representatives to congress. 
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The state. is divided into an eastern and western dis. 
trict,- and 90 counties. In 1800 it contained a population 
of 540,353 free persons, and 345,796 slaves, in all 
886,149; being upwards of 12 to the square mile. 

There are no towns of any material consequence in Vir. 
ginia, which has been attributed, and probably with rea. 
son, to the circumstance of the state being so completely 
intersected with navigable rivers, that a market is brought 
almost to every man's door, and they have no inducement 
to establish large cities. 

Norfolk is the largest town, and the most commercial 
in the state. It contained, by the census of 1800, nearly 
7000 inhabitants, which have since greatly encreased*. 
It is a place of very extended commerce, principally in 
flour and toba~co, and its commerce' and. population will 
probably c9ntinue to encrease, for a long period. Mr. 
Jefferson remarks, in his Notes, "that it will probably be 
the emporium· for all the trade of the Chesapeak bay and 
its waters, and a canal of 8 or 10 miles will bring to it all 
that of the Albemarle sound and its waters." The same 
sentiment was expr:essed in conversation with me. But it 
is to be observed, that the Chesapeak bay and its waters 
are navigable a long way into the interior of the country, in 
consequence of which, probably no single town or city will 
be the emporium for all the trade, it will be divided among 
many. \Ve accordingly find numerous towns upon those 
waters, 1~any of which. have already been noticed, and the 
following may be added. 

On Rappahannoc, Urbanna, Port Royal, Falmouth. 

* By the census of 1810, they amount to 9193. 
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On Potomac and its waters,,-Dumfries, Colchester, Win

chester, Staunton. 
On York river and its waters, York, Newcastle, Ha-

nover. 
On James river and its waters, Portsmouth, Hampton, 

Suffolk, Smithfield, Williamsburg, Manchester, Charlottes
ville. 

There is no very important town in the western part of 
the state. Wheeling,. on the Ohio, will probably increase 
more than any other. 

The state has of late been considerably improved by 
roads, but in that branch much yet remains to be done. 
The canal contemplated by Mr~ Jefferson between the wa
ters of the Chesapeak and Albemarle sound has been cut. 
It is 16 miles in length, and answers a most valuable pur
pose. Considerable improvements have been made upon 
the ,navigation of the -Shenandoah river; and there are se
veral very important roads and canals projected. As. to 
the buildings, Mr. Jefferson remarks, "The genius of 
architecture seems to have shed its maledictions over this 

\ 

land. Buildings are often erected by individuals at con-
siderable expence. To give these symmetry and taste 
would not increase thei:c_ cost. It would only change the 
arrangement of the materials, and form the combination of 
the members. This would often cost less than the burden 
of barbarous ornaments ·with which these buildings are 
sometimes charged. But the first principles of the art are 
unknown, and there exists scarcely a model among us suf .. 
:ficiently chaste to give an idea of them. Architecture be~ 
ing one of the fine arts, and, as such, within the departmei1t 
of a professor of the college, according to the new arrange
ment, perhaps a spark may fall on some young subjects of 
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natural taste, kindle up their genius, and produce a re. 
formation in this elegant and useful art." Great improve
ments have doubtless been made since the year l 78Q, par. 
ticularly in the towns; but in the country the houses are 
mostly composed 0£ wood, and few .of them that I saw 
had either symmetry of design, or elebrance of execution 
to recommend them. Upon the whole, on this branch, 
the Virginians seem to be far behind their northern neigh. 
bours, and there is still much room for the exercise of 
architectural genius. 

The great mass of, the population in Virginia are far
mep,, or, as they are termed here, planters. The princi. 
pal branches of agricultur~ for exportation, are wheat and 
tobacco; and the farms' produce in plenty, Indian com, rye, 
barley, buckwheat, &c. Hemp and flax are abundant, and 
considerable quantities of cotton are raised in the southern.· 
part of the state. Indigo is cultivated with success, and 
th~ silk-worm is a native of the country, though not much 
attended to. The fields likewise produce potatoes, both 
sweet and common, turnips, parsnips, carrots, pumpkins, 
and ground nuts; and of grasses, there are clovers, red, 

' white, and yellow, timothy, ray, greensward, blue grass, 
and crab grass. 

The orchards abound in fruits, apples, pears, peaches, 
quinces, cherries, nectarines, apricots, almonds, and plums: 

The domestic animals thrive well, horses, cows, sheep, 
hogs, poultry ; and there is a great variety of wild game. 

The manufactures of the state are mostly of the domes
tic kind. I have not heard of any established upon a large 
scale. Hence the quantity imported annually from Bri
tain must be immense. The principal port in the state 
being Norfolk, it carries on a vigorous trade with Europei 
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in the surplus produce of the state, and imports largely 
of dry-goods; but a great portion of the trade of the state 
is carried on through the medium of other places, particu
larly New York. , 

The exports of the state, in 1805, amounted to 5,606,620 
dollars, of which the greater part was domestic produce ; 
but as no part of the produce sent to other states is includ
ed in the custom-house returns, I should be inclined to esti
mate the surplus produce- at nearly doub~e that amount, 
and their imports, principally of manufactures,· at nearly as 

much, of which probably one half is from Britain. 
The Notes on Virginia contain ample information on 

the state of sodety. Mr. Jefferson considers that it is ma
terially affected by the existence of slavery. "There must 
doubtless,"· says he, " be an unhappy influence on the 
manners of our people by the existence of slavery among 
us. The whole commerce between master and slave is a 
perpetual exercise of th~ fuost boisterous passions, the 
most unremitting despotis111 on the one part, and degrad
ing submissions on the other. Our children see this, and 
'learn to imitate it; for man is an imitative animal. This 
. quality is the germ of all education in him: from his cra
dle to his grave, he is learning to do what he sees others 
do. If a parent could find no motive, either i? his philan-
1hrophy or his self-love, for restraining the intemperance 
. of passions towards his slave, it should always be a suffi
cient one that his child is present. But generally it ·is not 
sufficient. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches 
the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle 
of smaller slaves, gives a loose to the worst of passions, 
and thus nurs~d, eµucated, and exercised in tyranny, can
not but be stamped by it with odious peculiarities. The 
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man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and 
morals undepraved by such circumstances.. And with 
what execration should the statesman be loaded, who, per. 
mitting one half of the citizens thus to trample· oh the 
rights of the other, transforms those into despots, and these 
into enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, and the 
amor patrice of the other. For if a slave cah have a coun
try in th_is world, it must be any other in preference to 
that in which he is born to live and labour for another; in 
which he must lock up the faculties of his nature, contri
bute as. far as depends on his individual endeavours to the 
enslavement of the human race, or entail his own misera. 
ble condition on the endless generations proceeding from 
him. With the morals of the people their industry also 
is destroyed. For, in a warm climate, no man will labour 
for hii;nself who can make another labour for him. This 
is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves a very small pro
portion indeed are ever seen· to labour. And can the 
liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have re
moved their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of 
the people that these liberties are the gift of God ? that 
they are not to be violated but with his wrath? Indeed I 
tremble for my ·country when I reflect that God is just; 
thM his justice cannot sleep for ever; that considering num
bers, nature, and natural means only, a revolution of the 
wheel of fortune, and exchange of situation, is among pos
sible events; that it may become probable by supernatural 
interference ! The Almighty has no attribute that can 
take side with us in such a contest.-But it is impossible 
to be temperate, and to pursue this subject through the va
rious considerations of policy, of morals, of history natural 
and civil. We must be contented to hope they will force 
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their way into every one's mind. I think a change already 
perceptible, since the origin of the present revolution. The 
spirit of th~ master is abating ; that of the slave rising 
from the ~ust, his condition mollifying, the way, l hope, 
preparing, under the auspices of Heav.ep1 for a total eman
c~pation, and that this is disposed, in -~he order of events, 
to be with the consent of the masters, rather- than by their 
extirpation.'' 

This elegant extract, which I could not think of abridg~ 
ing, does honour to the head and heart of its author; and 

it is probable, from the great reputation which he holds 
among his countrymen, that it may have produced a con
siderable ~ffect in assuaging the evils of slavery. VirgiQ 
nia has long since prrohibited the importation of slaves, 
and has, by her members in congress, always supported 
the qt:Jestion for ~- total prohibition of that br~nch, the_ most 
odious feature in it. And it. is but justice-here \O observ:e, 
that the introduction of slavery in this, and in the_ other states,_ 
was a part ef tlze policy of the COLONIAL SYSTEM. Had it 
not unfortunately taken place before the revolution, it is 
probable it never would have taken place; for almost every 
person, with whom I have conversed on the subject, have 
expressed their opinion, that it is not only hurtful to pub~ 
lie morals, but contrary to every maxim of sound policy" 
But it exists, it is incorporated with the whole system of 
civil society ; its influence has extended through every 
branch of domestic economy; and to do it away must be 
a. work of time. 

There are two colleges in the state ; one of them, the 

College of William and Mary, very liberally endowed. 
There are several academies, and schools in each county ; 
and there are numerous teachers in private families~ a~ 

VOL, I., 2 H 



:242 VIRGINIA. 

tutors. The meap.s, in short, for educating the wealthy 
are ample, and extensively applied; but the system seems 
to be defective, so far as the mass of the people are con. 
cerned, am_ that important branch deserves the early at
tention of an enlig~ened legislature. 

At the ,period of)the revolution, Virginia being the first. 
state that drew up a new constitution, it was necessarily 
crude and undigested; 'and much bf the old leaven re
mained. The subject of religion, in particular, Was not 
placed on that footing of perfect freedom which is the 
natural heritage of marr, the gift of Nature's God; and 
the subject affords Mr. Jefferson scope for the following re
marks: "By our act of assembly of 1705, c. 30, ifa person, 
brought up in the christian religion, denies the being of a 
God, or the T'rinity, or asserts the1~e are more Gods than 
one, or denies the christian religion to be true, or the, 
Scriptures to b,e of divine authority, he is punishabl~ for 
the first offence by incapacity to hold any office or em
ployment, ecclesiastical, civil, or military ; on the second, 
by disability to sue, to take any gift or legacy, to be 
guardian, executor, or administrator,· and by three years 
imprisonment without bail. A father's right to the cus
tody of his own children being founded, in law, on -his 
r1ght of guardianship, this being taken away, they may, of 
course~ be severed from him, and put, by the authority of 
a court, into more orthodox hands. - This is a summary 
view- of that religious' slavery, under which a people have 
been willing to remain, who have lavished their lives and 
fortunes for the establishment of civil freedom. The error 
seems not sufficiently eradicated, that the operations of the 
mind~ as well as the acts of the body, are subject to the 
:coercion of the laws. But our rulers can have -authority 
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over .such natural rights only as we have submitted to 
them. The rights of conscience we never submitted, we 
could not submit. We are answerable for them to our 
God. The legitimate powers of government extend to. 
such acts only as are injurious to others. But it does me 
no injustice for my neighbour to say, there are twenty 
Gods, or no God. It neither picks my pocket, nor breaks 
my leg. If it be said, his testimony in a court of justice 
cannot be relied ·on, reject it then, and be the stigma on 
him. Constraint may make him worse, by making him 
a hypocrite ; but it will never make him a truer man. It 
may fix him obstinately in his errors, but will not cure 
them. Reason and free inquiry are the only effectual 
agents against error. Give a loose to them, they will sup..; 
port the· true religion, by bringing every false one to their 
tribunal, to the test of investigation. They are the natud 
ral enemies of error, and of error only. Had not the Ro.; 
man government permitted free inquiry, christianity could 
never have been introduced. Had not free inquiry been 
indulged at the era of the reformation, the corruptions of 
christianity could not have been purged away. If it be 
restrained now, the present corruptions will be protected~ 
and new ones encouraged. Was the government to pre
scribe to us our medicine and diet, out bodies would be 
in such keeping as our souls are now. Thus, in France, 
the emetic was once forbidden as a medicine, and the po= 
tatoe as an article of food. Government is just as infalli.J 
ble, too, when it fixes systems in physics. Galileo· was 
sent to the inquisition for -affirming, that the earth was a 
sphere. The government had declared it to be as flat as 
a trencher, and Galileo was obliged to abjure his error. 
This error, however, at length prevailed; the earth hr-..r 
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came a globe ; and Descartes declared, it whirled round 
its axis by a vortex. The government in which he lived 
was wise enough to see that this was no question of civil 

· jurisdiction; or we should all have been involved by au. 
thority in vortices. In fact, the vortices have been ex
ploded, and the Newtonian· principle· of gravitation is now 
more firmly established, on the basis of reason, than it 
would be were the government to step in, and make it an 
article of necessary faith. Reasoi1 and experiment have 
been· indulged, and error has Heel before them. It is enw 
alone which needs the support of government. Truth can 
stand by itself. Subject opinion to coercion, whom will 
you make your inquisitors ? · Fallible men; men governed 
by bad passions, by private· as well as public reasons. 
And why subject it to coercion? To produce uniformity. 
But is m~iformity of opinion desirable? No more than the 
face u11d stature. Introduce the bed of Procrustes then, 
and, as there is danger that the large man may beat the 

· s1n2Jl, make us all of a size, by lopping the former, . and 
stretching the latter. Difference of opinion is advantage
ous in religion. The several sects perform the office of a 
censor morum over each other. Is uniformity attainable? 
lVlillions of innocent men, women, and children, since the 
introduction of· christianity, have been burnt, tortured, 
,fined, imprisoned. Yet we have not advanced one inch 
tow~rds uniformity. \Vhat has been the effect of coer
cion'? To make one half of the world fools, and the other 
hypocrites ; to support roguery and error all over the 
earth. Let. us reflect that it is inhabited by a thousand 
millions of people ; that they profess probably a thousand 
different systems of religion ; ~hat our's is but one of that 
thousand ; that, if there be but one right, and ours that 
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one, we would wish to see nine hundred and ninety-nine 
wandering sects gathered into the fold of truth. But. 
against such a majority, ,ve cannot effect this by force. 
Reason and persuasion are the only practicable instruments. 
To make way for these, free inquiry must be indulged; 
and how can we wish others to indulge it, while we re
fuse it ourselves. But every state, says an inquisitor, has 
established some religion. No two, say I, have established 
the same. Is this a proof of the infallibility of establish
ments? Our sister states of Pennsylvania and New York, 
however, have long subsisted· without any establishment 
at all. The experiment was new and doubtful when they 
made it. It has answered beyond conception. They flou
rish infinitely. Religion is well, supported; of various 
kinds, indeed, bu~ all good enough ; all sufficient to pre
serve peace_ and order. Or, if a sect arises, whose tenets 
would subvert morals, good sense has fair play, and 

reasons and laughs it out of doors, without suffering the 
state to be troubled with it. They do not hang in.ore 
malefactors than ,ve do. They are not more disturbed 
with religious dissentions. On the contrary, their harA 
mony is unparalleled, and can be ascribed to nothing but 
their unbounded tolerance, because there is no other cir

cumstance in which they differ from every other nation on 
earth. They have ··made the happy discovery, that the ,vay 
to silence religious disputes is to take no notice of them. 

Let us, too, give this experiment fair pby, and get rid, 
while we may, of these tyrannical l:.nvs. '' 

The experiment has been tried, and has succeeded.
An act passed the Virginia Assembly, in the beginning; 
of 1786, in which it is declared, that, being " '\ivell aware 
that Almighty Go<l ltflth created the mind free; that all 
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attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or bur, 
thens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits 
of hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure from the 
plati\of the Holy Author of our religion, ·who, being Lord 
over both body and mind, yet chose not to propagate it 
by coercions in either, &c.-Be it therefore enacted by 
the General Assembly, That no man shall be compelled 
to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or 
ministry whatsoever, nor . shall be enforced, restrained, 
molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall 
otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or 
belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by 
argume11ts to maintain, their opinions in matters of reli
gion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge~ 
or affect their civil capacities." 

The following are the outlines of the form of state go
vernment. 

'' The executive powers are lodged in the hands of .a 
governor, chosen annually, and incapable of acting more 
than three years in seven. He is assisted by a council of 
eight members. The judiciary powers are divided among 
several courts. Legislation is exercised by two houses of 
assembly, the one called the House of Delegates, compos
ed of two members from each county, chosen annually, 
by the citizens possessing- an estate for life in 100 acres 
of uninhabited land, or 25 acres with a house and lot on 
it, or a house and lot in some towno -l"fhe other, called 
the Senate, consisting of 24 members, chosen quadrennially 
by the same electors, who, for-this purpose, are distributed 
into 24 districts. The concurrence of both houses is ne
cessary to the passage of a law. They have the appoint
ment of the gove:rnor and council, the judges of the supe• 



VIRGINIA. 247 

t1or courts, auditors, attorney-general, treasurer, registe,r 
of the land-office, and delegates to congress." 

I have bestowed considerable pains to make myself 
master of the geography and political importance of this 
state, because, from its situation and extent, it must ne
cessarily have a great influence qri the body politic of the 
United States. It is the largest state in the Union, and 
has given two presidents, out of three, to the United 
States. It is geographically central, and, from its posi
tion, must necessarily include, or be contiguous to, the 
seat of the general government, while the states remain in 
their present united form. Perhaps, too, it may be the 
best situation for forming a general theory of the climate 
of the United States, and probably Monticello, the seat of 
Mr. Jefferson, may be one of the best positions in Virgi
nia for making experiments, and contrasting them with 
those made in other places ; and Mr. Jefferson has in a 
very laudable manner availed himself of this advantage. 

As Mr. Jefferson's Notes are well known, 'and may be 
considered as containing authentic information on many 
important topics relative to 'this his native state, I have 
indulged myself by making copious extracts on the par
ticular subjects to which they had reference ; and I shall. 
now close this article by a few more miscellaneous sub
jects, which I consider not only as valuable in them
selves, but very important as containing l\1r. Jefferson's 
opinions on several pomts of political economy. 
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On Government. 

The following extracts are from the draft of a funda~ 
mental constitution for the commonwealth of Virginia. 

" The said state shall for ever hereafter be governed as 

a commonwealth. 
" The povver of g·overnment shall be divided into three 

distinct departments, each of them to be confided to a 

separate body of magistracy"-legislative-judiciary---and 
executive. 

" The legislature shall consist of two branches, the one 
to be called the house of delegates, the other the senate
a_rid both the general assembly. 

"The delegates to be elected annually; the senators 
hienially, and one half to vacate their seats each year. 

" All free male citizens, of full age, and . sane mind, 
\vho for one year before . shall have been resident in the 
county, or shall through the whole of that ti,me have pos
sessed therein real property of the value of , or shall 
for the same time have been enrolled in the militia, and no 
ethers, shall have a right to vote for delegates for the said 
county, and for senatorial electors for the district., They 
shall give their votes personally, and viva voce. 

'' The executive power shall be exercised by a gover
nor, ·who shall be chosen by joint ballot of both houses of 
assembly, and when chosen shall remain in office five 
.rears, and be ineligible a· second time. 

" A council of state shall be chosen by joint ballot of 
both houses of assembly, who shall hold their offices seven 
years, and be ineligible a second time-Their duty shall 
be to attend and ad-vise the governor. They shall annually 
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chuse a presiden~, \Vho shall preside in council in absence 
of the governor, and who, in case of his office becoming 
vacant by death, or otherwise, shall have authority to ex
ercise all his functions, till a new appointment be made. 

" The judiciary shall be exercised by county courts~ 
and such other inferior courts as the legislature shall think 
proper to continue or to erect; by three superior courts, to 
wit, a court of admiralty, a general court of common law, 
and a high court of chancery ; and by one supreme court, 
to be called the court of appeals. 

"The,governqr, two counsellors of state, and a judge 
from each of the superior courts of chancery, common 
law, and admiralty, shall be a council to revise all bills 
which shall have passed both houses of assembly. 

"The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. 
"Printing presses shall be subject to no other restraint 

than liableness to legal prosecution, for false facts printed 
and published." 

On the Importatfon of Foreigners. 

" But are there no inconveniences to be thrown into the 
scale against the advantage expected from a multiplication 
of numbers, by the importation of foreigners ? It is ,for 
the happiness of those united in society to harmonize as 
much as possible in matters, which they must of necessity 
transact together. Civil government being the sole object 
of forming societies, its administration must be conducted 
by common consent. Every species of government has 
its specific principles. Ours perhaps are more · peculiar 
than those of any other in the universe. It is a composi
tion of the freest principles of the English constitution, 
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250 VlIWINIA. 

with others derived from natural right and natural reason. 
''fo these nothing can be more opposed than the maxims 
of absolute monarchies. Yet from such we are to expect 
the greatest number of emigrants. They will bring with 
them the principles of the governments they leave, imbibed 
in their early youth ; or if able to throw them off, it will 
be in exchange for an unbounded licentiousness, passing~ 
as is usual, from one extreme to another. It would be 
a miracle were they to stop precisely at the point . of 
temperate liberty. These principles, with their language, 
they ,vill transmit to their children. In proportion to their 
numbers they will share with us the legislation. They, 
will infuse into it, their spirit, warp and bias its direc
tion, and render it a heterogeneous, incoherent, distracted 
mass. I may appeal to experience, during the present 
contest, for' a verification of these conjectures." After a 
fe"':' otJ1er reflections, Mr. Jefferson adds-" If they come 
of themselves, they are entitled to all the rights of citizen
ship : but I doubt the expediency of inviting them by ex
traordinary encouragements. l mean not that these doubts 
should extend to useful artificers. The policy of that mea
sure depends on very different considerations. Spare no 
expence in obtaining them. They will after a while go to 
the plough and the hoe ; but, in the mean time, thev will 
teach us something we do not know. It is not .. so in 
agriculture. The indifferent state of that among us does 
not proceed from a want of knowledge merely ; it is from 
our having such quantities of land to waste as we please. 
In Europe the object is to make the most of their land, 
labour being abtJndant: here it is to make the most of 
our labour, land being abundant." 
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On Manufactures, Agriculture, and. Commerce. 

" We neyer had an interior trade of any importance. 
Our exterior commerce has suffered very much from the 
beginning of' the present contest. During this time w~ 

· have manufactured within our families, the most necessary 
articles of clothing. Those of cotton will bear some 
comparison·with the same kinds of manufacture in Europe; 
but those of wool, flax, and hemp are very coarse, un
sightly, and unpleasant : and such is our attachment to 
agriculture, and such our preference for foreign manufac
tures, that, be it wise or unwise, our people will certainly 
return as soon as they can, to the raising raw materials, 
and exchanging them for finer manufactures than they are 
able to execute themselves. 

" The political economists of Europe have established 
it as a principle that every state should endeavour to 
manufacture for itself; and this principle, like many others, 
we transfer to America, without calculating the difference 
of circumstance which should often produce a different 
result. In Europe, the lands are either cultivated, or lock~ 
ed up against the cultivator.1 Manufacture must therefore 
be resorted to of necessity, riot of choice, to support the 
surplus of their people. But we have an immensity of 
land courting the industry of the husbandman. Is it best 
then that all our citizens should be employed in its im
provement, or that one half should be called off from that 
to exercise manufactures and handicraft arts for the other? 
THOSE WHO LABOUR IN THE EARTH ARE THE CHOSEN 

PE o PL E o F Go n, if ever he had a chosen people, whose 
breasts he has made his peculiar deposit for substantial 
and genuine virtue. It is the focus, in which he keeps 
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alive that sacred fire, which otherwise might escape from 
the face of the earth. Corruption of morals in the mass 
of cultivators is a phenomenon of which no age nor nation 
has furnished an example. It is the mark set on those, 
who, not looking up to heaven, to their own soil and 
industry, as does the husbandman, for their subsistence, 
dep·end for it on the casualties and caprice of customers. 
Dependence begets subservience and venality, suffocates 
the germ of virtue, and prepares fit tools for the designs 
of ambition. This, the natural progress and consequence 
of the aiis, has sometimes perhaps been retarded by acciden. 
tal circumstances: but, generally speaking, the proportion 
which the aggregate of the other classes of the citizens 
bears in any state to that of its husbandmen, is the pro~ 
portion of its unsound to its healthy parts, and is a good 
e110ugh barometer whereby to measure its degree of cor
ruption. While we have land to labour then, let us never 
wish to see our citizens occupied at a work-.bench, or twirl
ing a distaff. Carpenters, masons, and smiths are wanted in 
husbandry; but for. the general operations of manufacture~ 
let our work-shops remain in Europe. It is better to 
carry provisions and materials to workmen there, than to 
bring them to the provisions and materials, and with them 
their manners and principles. The loss by the transporta
tion of commodities across the Atlantic will be made up 
in happiness mid permanence of government. The mobs 
of great cities add just so much to the support of pure 
government, as sores do to the strength of the human 
body. It is the manners and spirit of a people wl'ich pre
serve a republic in vigour. A degeneracy in these is a 

canker, ·which -soon eats to the heart of its laws and con~ 
stitution." 
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CHAP'l~ER XXXVII. 

Warrenton~-Raleigh,-· Fayetteville. 

Two miles from where we entered the state of North 
Carolhia, we crossed-the Roanoke river by a flat-bottomed 
boat. The banks where we crossed were steep and well 
wooded ; the soil rich and fertile. 

The Roanoke is composed of two principal streams, the 
Dan and Staunton, which rise in the mountains, and unite 
in the state of Virginia, about 45 miles above where we 
cros~ed it. From thence it runs a pretty crooked pas"'. 
sage, but nearly south-east, 80 miles, to where it falls into; 
Albemarle sound, by four different channels, near the out
let of the Chowan river. It is navigable nearly 30 miles 
for vessels of considerable size, and· for boats of from 20 · 

to 40 tons to the ~Us, 70 miles from its mouth. The land 
is said to be very rich on the banks of this river, and many 
wealthy planter§ live on it. 

We travelled 16 miles, partly along the banks of the riQ 
ver, to Warrenton, where we stopped for the night. The 
country was fertile and well improved; the weather clou
dy and rather cold. 

Warrenton is a neat little town, containing about 300 
inhabitants, who look well, and are said to be mostly Eu
ropeans. The town stands on a high dry situation, and is 
said to be healthy. There is a very respectable academy, 
at which there are generally 60 or 70 students. 
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Thursday, October 9th. We left Warrenton at 5 o'clock 
in the morning, and travelled 25 miles, through a level, 
sandy country, to Louisburg, an inconsiderable village on 
the banks of the Tar river, which we crossed at this place. 

Tar river is a considerable stream, rising about 30 miles 
above where we crossed it, and, running about 150 miles 
in a south-ea.st direction, falls into Pamlicoe sound. It is 
navigable about 30 miles to Washington, and from thence 
for flats to Tarborough, 90 miles from its outlet. 

From hence we travelled 16 miles, the country sandy, 
and having a barren aspect, but the road pretty good, to 
Nuse river, which we passed by a ferry. 

Nuse river rises about 40 miles above where we cross
ed, and, running a south-east course about 220 miles, falls 
also into Pamlicoe sound. It is navigable for sea-vessels 
12 miles above Newbern, for flats 50 miles further, and 
for small boats nearly 200 miles from its outlet. 

About eight miles, through a country a little more fer. 
tile and better improved, we reached Raleigh, and here we 
stopped for the night. The principal produce in the coun
try through which we passed this day, is cotton and In
dian corn. The we.ather was cloudy, with a shmver of 
rain. 

RALEIGH, the seat of government of North Carolina, is 
situated in north latitude 35° 56', and is nearly in the cen
tre of the state, being 160 miles from the sea-coast. The 
plan of the city is regular, the streets crossing one another 
at right angles, and there is a large square in the middle 
for the public buildings. 

Raleigh contained, by the census of 1800, 334 free per
sons and 335 slaves. The state-house _cost above 15,000 
dollars. There are no other public buildings of impor· 
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tahce, and the greater part of the other buildings being of 
wood, the place exhibits no very :flattering appearance. 
They have a little trade in cotton and tobacco. 

Friday, 10th. We set out from Raleigh at 4 o'clock in 
the morning. The passengers had now· all di~persed in 
different directions, except the captain and myself. We 
had the stage to ourselves, and were as merry as ever. 
But there were few objects exteriorly to excite attention, 
or elicit remark. The country was one continued dull 
scene of sand and pine barrens. ' Now and then we pass~ 
ed. a· few piles of wood, collected · for the purpose of ma
king tar, and the streams we crossed generally looked as if 
they had been at tar-making too, being nearly as black as 
that commodity. The elements indicated a change of wea
ther, and recollecting the highlandman's prognostication, 
" long fair. long foul,'' · I felt by anticipation a dreary tail 
to my journey after my agreeable friend would leave me, 
and we had only this day to travel in company. 

In this mood I travelled 25 miles to Black river, and 
continuing our course through a similar country, we came 
to a small place called A vereysborough, soon after which 
we passed Cape Fear river. 

Cape Fear river is the most considerable stream in 
North Carolina. It rises about' 100 miles above Fayette~ 
ville, and running a south-east direction, upwards of 200 
miles, falls into the Atlantic ocean, at Cape Fear, which 
gives it its name. It is about three miles wide at its out
let, and there is 18 feet on the bar at high water. It is 
p.avigable for vessels drawing 10 or 11 fe~t, to vVilming
ton ; by sloops Q5 miles above Wilmington ; and by 
boats to Fayetteville. Having crossed this river, vre pro-
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ceeded, nearly along its western bank, 35 miles to Fayette-
ville, which we reached about 7 o'clock. 

Here my agreeable travelling companion, who lVas a 
very respectable merchant in the place, invited me to his 
house, and showed me every degree of hospitality. As no 
passengers were going on, he urged me to spend a couple 

· of days with him, and as an inducement promised to intro. 
duce me to a Scots highlander, who played delightfully. 
on th~ bag-pipes. I was, however, urgent to be home, 
and resisted all entreaty. But finding that my funds would 
not hold out till I reached Charleston~ I availed myself of 
his friendship to get a small supply, till I could remit from 
thence, with which having furnished me, together with let
ters of intro-duction to some of his- friends in that city, we 
parted with mutual good wishes. 

Fayetteville· contains about 1800 inhabitants, is a place 
of considerable trade, and is rising in wealth and impor. 
tance. The public buildings are handsome; and there 
are a considerable number of mills, distilleries, breweries, 
and tan-yards. The principal produce, caffiedto_Wilming
ton market, is tobacco, ,vheat, flour, cotton, flaxseed, and 
})f0V1S10IlS. 

The country round vVilmington is generally sandy, but 
there are rich lands on the banks of the river, and the coun
try is esteemed pretty healthy. A great many emigrants 
from Scotland are settled in the neighbourhood. 

Saturday, 11th. The stage started this morning at 5 
o'clock, and I was the only passenger. The countxy be
came more and more dismal, and was very thinly inhabited. 
The day was rainy, damp, and disagreeable; the creeks 
swelled beyond their natural limits, which made crossing 
very difl'icu1t; and the people looked pale and sickly, 
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Every th.ing conspired to throw me into a gloomy reverie. 
At one creek we found the bridge so shattered, that we had 

to unloose the horses and drag ov·er the stage. On reach~ 

ing Lumberton, 33 miles from Fayetteville, we stopped for 

the night, at the house of a very intelligent and inquisitive 
Yankee. 

Lumberton, he told me., consisted of 33 houses, and 

contained 164 white people, and 44 blacks. He said the 

place was healthy; but, judging from the countenances of 
the inhabitants, I would have thought other~ise. As to 

the food, it did not suit my palate at all. It consisted of 
bacon and brown bread, both of a very sable colour, and 

for drink we had new peach brandy, as hot as pepper. 
Sunday, 12th. It is customary for the stage to stop 

all Sunday; but having made a short journey yesterday, 
'in consequence of the badness of the weather and roads, 
we had to make up the distance this day ; and we set 

forward on our journey at 9 o'clock. The country became 
still more dismal, and the creeks were more swelled; so 

that we prosecuted our journey with great difficulty, and 
at length we met with an accident which proved fatal to 

one of the horses. We came to a creek, with a bridge in 

a very imperfect state.. It was constructed of timber,. 
three large logs were stmtched across the creek, called 
sleepers, and these supported a number of mis-shapen 
pieces, called rafters, thrown on at random, without being 
fixed by either nails or pins. They had been disturbed 
by the freshet in. the creek, and the driver alighted to ad~ 

just them. He then drove on; but on entering the bridge, 

the fore.wheels gathered the rafters in a heap, which stop= 

ped the progress of the carriage; and this happened just as 

the driver was in the act of whipping up the fore-horses, 
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They sprung forward, and, disengaging themselves with a 
jerk, by pulling out the staple of the main swingletree; 
they set off full speed, the· swingletrees rattling at their 
heels. ,v e alighted, took out the other two horses, and 
dragged the stage over ourselves; when, putting in the 
horses, we moved fonvard, and half a mile from the creek 
we found one the fore-horses lying nearly dead, at the side 
of a tree. It appeared that one was stronger than the other, 
and had pulled him off the road into the woods, when, dash
ing against· a tree, the poor animal had got his death blow! 
I calculated that the bridge could have been put into a sub
stantial state for five dollars; and this single accident would 
be a loss of at least 150. 

A few miles beyond this we reached the stage, where 
,ve dined. Om dinner, as at Lumberton, was black ba
con; our drink, new peach brandy. But our troubles 
were only beginning. A mile from where we dined we 
had to cross Ashpole swamp, about one-third of a mile in 
breadth; and here I met with something new. We swam 
1tcross in the stage, and it was with difficulty that I pre
served the mail from a very complete soaking. ,vhen I 
observed the fore-horses plunge, I called out to the driver 
whether we must swim. "0 yes," says he, "s,vim away 
through thick and thin." I requested that he would re
move the mail to a higher seat. He was not for losing·. 
time. I insisted I might be allowed to remove my trunk ; 
and this being granted, I prevailed on him to assist me in 
moving the mail also; which having done, he dashed right 
through the creek. 

So.on after this we passed the boundary line of South 
Caroli1,a, 20 miles from Lumberton, at which I gladly 
pause to take a general review of the state~ 
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CHAPTER xxxv1n·. 

JVorth Caroliiia 

Is situated between north latitude 33° 47' and 36° 30'; and 
1 ° east and 6° 45' west longitude.. Its greatest length, from 
east to west, is 4 72, and its greatest breadth, from north to 
south, is 188 miles. It contains 50,500 square miles, or 
32,320,000 acres. 

The face of the country is 1nuch diversified. To the 
east, and south-east, there is· a sea~coast of · nearly 300 

miles, indented with -a great number of bays, the principal 
of which are Albemarle and Pa:tnlicoe sounds1 which re ... 
ceive the greater part of the rivers. On the 0utside of 
these sounds are some of the most remarkable capes in 
America, Cape Hatteras, and Cape Look-out, and to the 
southward is Cape Fear. The whole country below the 
head of tide water, about 100 miles into the interior, is low 
and sandy, abounding in swamps, and presents an evident_ 
appearance of having been at one period overflowed by the 
· sea. The country from the head of the tide waters, to ... 

wards the mountains; is agreeably uneven, and much im-· 
proved in value. Among the mountains it is e.xactly simi;. 
lar to the state of Virginia; but being a few degrees to the 
south, the value of the country is improved, and the sea,. 

·"hons in that district are delightful. 
The state is, upon the whole, well watered. · 1he ri= 

vers fall i1;1to the Atlantic Ocean, and hare been all notice<:},. 
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except some to the southward, which I shall have to cross 
in my way to Charleston. 

It is supposed 'that this state is well supplied in valuable 
minerals, particularly in the mountainous district. Iron 
ore is very plenty, and gold has been found in considera. 
ble quantities. There are various mineral springs. 

The soil of North. Carolina is ~ery similar to that of 
Virginia. The low part of the state, . which is a conside
rable portion of it, is low, sandy, and barren; abounding 
in pine trees ; and the swamps, which are very large, pro
duce cedars and bay trees. There are, in this district, 
good tracts of meadow land along the rivers, which are 
well cultivated, and produce abundantly. From the head 
of the tide waters to the mountains, the soil improves, and 
is very various. The mountainous district is very similar 
to that in Virginia. 

The climate in the low country is subject to gTeat and 
sudden changes, and is often unhealthy in the fall. Gene. 
rally, the winters are mild, but very changeable. The 
spring is early, but subject to occasional frosts. The 
summers are hot and sultry, and the autumns are serene 
and beautiful; but the exhalations from the decaying ve~ 
getable matter in the marshes and swamps are very inju
rious to health. In the upper country, the weather is 
more settled, and, being free from swamps, is healthy. 
Among the mountains, the climate is remarkably plea
sant. 

The history of the first settlement of North Carolina is 
considerably lost in obscurity~ In 1710, it contained 
about 1200 fencible men, when the first permanent settle
ment was made, under the direction of the proprietors of 
South Carolina. · fa 1728, , the proprietors having sold 
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their right to the crown, it was erected· into a royal go. 
vernment. The inhabitants took an early and decisive 

part in the war for independence, and the state suffered 
very severely. In 177 4, they appointed three delegates 
to the first congress, and adopted a state constitution in 
1776. It now sends two senators and twelve representa

tives to congress. 
The state is divided into 8 districts and 60 counties. 

The population, in 1800, was 478,103, of whom 133,296 
were slaves, being upwards of 10 persons to the square 
mile. 

The state has made considerable improvements in agri
culture, commerce, and national wealth; but it exhibits a 
barren prospect to the traveller. The post road runs 
through the poorest part of it, and, to use the language of 
Mr. Jefferson, " the genius of architecture seems to have 
shed his maledictions over the land." The buildings are 
mostly of wood_; some of them painted, and some not ; 
and they exhibit a very unsightly appearance. Like Vir
ginia, there are no large tovvns, and ther~ seems to.· be no 
occasion for them. Mankind are probably better accon;
modated by a great number of small towns than by a fevi 
large cities. 

Newbern is the chief town. It is situated at the con .. 
fluence of the Nuse and Trent rivers, on a level point of 
land, somewhat resembling Charleston, South Carolina ; 
and it carries on a considerable trade with other places in 
the state, and the West Indies. The population, in 1800, 
was 24,67, of whom above one half were slaves. 

Wilmi1zgton is the most commercial town in the state. 
It is situated at the junction of the two branches of Cape 

Fear riyer, 3.5 miles from the sea, and, being the place 
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of depot for a large back country, it carries on conside .. 
rable trade, foreign and domestic. The town contains 
about 1700 inhabitants. The houses are mostly built of 
wood, and the town has suffered severely from fire at va
rious times. 

Edenton, on Albemarle Sound, is one of the oldest 

towns in the state, and was formerly the seat of the royal 
gover~1ors. It is favourably situated for trade, but is low 
and unhealthy. It contains about 7 50 .inhabitants. 

Raleigh and Fayetteville have been noticed. The 
others of most note are lf7ashington, Tarborough, and 
Hillsborough, on the Tar river; .Halifax, on the Roa
noke ; Salem, on the Yadkin ; Morgantown, on the Ca. 
tawba; and Beauford, near Cape Look-out. The popu
lation of these places is from about SOO to 700; and there 

are many villages containing from 100 to 300. 

The roads and bridges are yet in an imperfect state, and 

much remains to be done to make travelling comfortable.· 
The inhabitants are mostly farmers, and produce on their 

farms every necessary of life. The principal commodities 
for sale are tar, turpentine, pitch, rosin, timber, beeswax, 
corn, cotton, and tobacco. Almost every family in the 
country manufacture their own clothing, so that the Bri
tish trade to this state is not great, nor important. The 
greater part of it is carried on through the medium of 
Charleston, or the northern states. The ' direct exports 
amounted, in 1805, to 779,903 dollars. 

The state of society is somewhat similar to Virgini~. 
Many of the planters are wealthy, frank, and hospitable; 
and considerable efforts have been made to place educa
tion on a respectable footing. A university has been 

founded, and endmved by the state ; and there are several 
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respectable academies. But the most important branch, 
that which has for its object the general diffusion of know
ledge, has been neglected until of late. In 1808, however, 
an act passed the legislature to establish common schools 
throughout the state, which, if followed up, will produce 
good effects. 

The legislative authority is vested in a senate and house 
of commons, together styled the General Assembly, and 
chosen annually. . Senators must be possessed of 300 
acres of land; representatives of 100. The electors of 
senators must be possessed of 50 acres of land ; and of 
representatives a freehold in some tnwn. The executi~e 
is vested in a governor, elected by the General Assembly, 
and he is not eligible to serve more than three years in 
six. He is assisted by a council of state, consisting of seven 
persons, elected by the Assembly annually. The judiciary 
consists of a supreme court, a court of equity, and a court 
.of admiralty. The judges are appointed by the Assembly. 
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OHAPTER XXXIX. 

JVillton,-Georgetown,-Charleston . 

.l\.LTHOUGH we had passed into a different state, we 

had neither a more beautiful country, nor a better road. 

The one was flat, swampy, and dismal; the other was bad 

in the extreme. We passed a small plantation, a mile from 
the state· line, after which we had three miles of solitary 
road, ,vhen we came to a methodist church, attended by a 

pretty decent-looking congregation. Five miles from thence 

is Swimming creek; but we did not swim here, though we 
had to wade a long vvay. A mile farther we re.ached Little 

Pedee, where we left the stage, and crossed in a canoe to 

Ford's, where we stopped for the night. The day was 
moist and warm, rather sultry, but on the whole not disa
greeable. The country was more imminently -wTetched 

than any I had yet seen, and excited a wonder how it was 

inhabited at all, when there is so much good land, and so 
many fine climates, in other parts of the United States. -

Little Pedee river rises about 80 miles above where we 
crossed it, runs a south-east course about 130 miles, and 

falls into the Great Pedee. It is a considerable stream, and 

at this time was swelled by the late rains to a great extent. 

It is not navigable. 

Monday, October, 13th. On getting up this moming,at 

daylight, I found the driver, a young lad of about 18, was 

not inclined to go on with the stage, and Mr$ Ford,the post~ 
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master, seemed to be very ind~fferent whether he went or 
not. The driver. alleged that there was a bridge broken on 
a creek about 18 miles distant, which he could not possi
bly get across, and itwas of no use to try. I asked when 
it would be passable. He replied drily, " Perhaps in a 
month." "And are ·we to wait here a month?" '' I sup
pose so,'' said he, with great sang froid. I · appealed to the 
postmaster, but he appeared willing to -leave it to the dri
ver's discretion. Thus situated, . I resolved to take a. de~ 
cisive course,· and told them; that though I was unacquaint. 
ed with the post-office regulations, yet it appeared to me 
that the stage ought not to be stopped, but. by an unsur~ 
mountable difficulty, and, after the answers I had received, 
I would require to see that. difficulty before I was satisfied 
of it. If therefore . the stage was detained here, I. would 
draw up a· representation of the case, and send it to, the 
postmaster-general. 1 Th~ young man said, that there was 
a bye-path through the· woods, which he could take, and 
perhaps ~et over the. creek, 1 provided he had any assistance. 
,Another driver was in the house, who wished to go· to 
Georgetown, and having no nion~y, he offered to give his 
assistance if they would give him a passage free. This 
the postmaster objected to. The sum was only about 
three dollars, and I pointed out the impropriety of detain
ing the stage two days for such a trifle ; but it was to no 
purpose; and I was obliged to become security fot the pay
ment of it before Mr. Ford would consent to let,.the young 
man go on., 

Having got this matter adjusted, we tra:vellecl 15 miles 
fo Reedy creek, the soil sandy, the woods pine, and many 
~wamps by the way. The banks of this creek were over-
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flow~d to the breadth of a quarter of· a mile on each side. 
About a mile beyond this, the driver took; a passage through 
the woods, the assistant driver acting as pioneer,· and. after 
travelling in this way nearly three mi1es, ,ve came to the 
creek concerning which we had the altercation in the morn~ ' . 
ing. It was not broad, but very deep, and choaked up 
with roots and brushwood. l did not like ,its appearance; 
but there was no alternative, we must either go through or 
return~ Having secured the mail from the ~ater, and tak
en some precautions in : case of being upset,· we .. · plunged 
in, swam right across, reached the_ opposite bank in· safety; 
and travelling about a mile more, through trackless woods, 
we., regained the road,, very much to .my satisfaction. I 
bestowed much applause on the two drivers for their good 
conduct, and at the first tavern we came to,· treated them 
with a glass of grog~ So our morning's scolding. was for
gotten, and we travelled on very agreeably, through this 
disagreeable country. 

· We were hardly ever out;of swamps and creeks. Six 
miles from our swimming .ereek, we reached Maple swamp~; 
and here the bridge was also broken, and we had to get 
across in a flat, which detained us a considerable time-. 
Five miles beyond this we reached the Great Pedee river, 
which we crossed by: a. ferry. 

This · is a fine ;flowing river; next to the Santee, the 
largest in South Carolina. It rises in North· Carolina 
among the mountains, and has in that state the name of 
Yadkin river. From thence it continues a south-east course, 
and after being joined by large tributary streams, particu
larly Little Pedee, Lynch's creek, and Black -river, it falls 
into the sea~ 12 miles below Georgetown. Its whole length 
is upwards of 300 miles~· and it waters an extensive tract · 
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of country. It is navigable for sea vessels to Georgetown, 
and for smaller vessels 100 miles higher up. It is about 
400 yards broad ,i\1here we crossed: it, and flows with a 

strong current. Its banks are said to be fertile, but, in the · 

low country, are v~ry unhealthy. 
vV e stopped here for breakfast, but .the family were all 

sick with fever and ague, in consequence of "Yhich we 
were long detained. It was, however, at last produced, 
and consisted of unsightly coffee, brown bread, some 
bacon and but~er, which looked like " train oil thickened 
with salt." I had justput the cup to my lips, when I heard 
a violent retching in the adjoining room, the door of which 
immediately opened, and out came such a smell, as filled 
the room with a perfume somewhat different from that of 
Arabia Felix. I could not bear it, and urged to be gone; 
but the drivers seemed to be accustomed to these sort of 
scenes, and ate their coarse fare· with all the composure 

imaginable. 
We left this wretched place at .half past 11 o'clock, and, 

two miles distant, came into the old post-road, which,gave 
us a great degree of pleasure; as the road from Lumber
ton was all a new line, and desperately bad. However, 
our troubles were not over ; for a fow miles after · entering 
this road, we came to Lynch's creek; and here the bridge 
was not only gone, but the water was spread over the face 
of the earth nearly three quarters of a mile in breadth~ 
'fhere was a house at the other side, but the view was ob
structed by the woods, and we had to hollow for half an 
hour before we were heard. At last, to use an Irish 

phrase, we heard the voice of oars plashing in the water, . 
and soon saw two black fellows paddling a huge flat, on 
which we were taken across. 
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Passing over many, creeks and swamps of inferior note, 

and there is hardly any thing else to excite attentiop. in 
this country, we reached Blackmingo creek at 4 o'clock 

in the afternoon. This creek had swelled to a great ex~ 

tent, and part of the bridge was gone, so that we could 
not get over the stage nor horses. We got across with the 
mail, which we delivered at the post-office, where we were 
informed that the Georgetown mail had not arrived ; and 
so we were set fast, at length, at a miserable little place 
called Willton. 

The whole city consisted of only about 15 or 20 hou. 
ses ; as for public buildings, there were none, but there was 
a tolerably good wooden building, at which I was told a 
Scotsman kept a dry-goods store. Ay, thinks-I-to-my. 
self, notwithstanding the eminent wretchedness of , the 
place, Saunders has found out that something is to be 
done here. However, Paddy was not behind hand with· 
him. The greater ·part of the other · inhabitants were. Irish 
people. 

I took up my lodgings at the head inn (there were two 
in the city), and I found my landlord a civil, obliging lit
tle Irishman. I told him my adventures in the stage from 
Lumberton, at which he laughed heartily, observing, "By 
J--s,, you must have had a tough time of it, and I'll 
,varrant you have found the ground of your stomach : 

weel, weel, the old woman will have something ready pre~ 
sently, and I'll see to have a little bit of beef; and though 

it's salt, we'll have plenty of vegetables to it, and some 
poratoes, the seed of which I got from old Ireland ; and 

in the mean time, we'll just have a little drop of something 

to drink peace and good neighbourhood. Och, now; l do 

like to see a countryman ; and although you are not just a 
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countryman neither, yet you're the next door neighbour 
to it, and that comes to the same thing." So saying, he 
set off to give the necessary orders about the dinner, and 
soon returned with the bottle, attended • by the doctor of 
the city, whom he introduced to me as a countryman, 
" and as honest a fellow as ever crossed the great sea." 

While we were regaling ourselves, the doctor was seiz
ed with an ague fit: " Och, now, doctor," says the land
lord, " what's that for? you should leave the like o' that 
to me, who am a trained hand at it; it's I that can rap it 
away to some purpose when I beg~n." And he soon did 
begin to rap it away. He was seized with a violent fit. 
I felt for them at first; but when I observed their wo-be
gone countenances and odd gestures,' I could not· help 
comparing them,' in my imagination, to Shakespear's ad
mirable simile of " Patience on . a monument smiling at 
·grief," and was obliged to burst out into a loud laugh. 
The landlord, forgetting his ague fit, joined me. " By 
my shoul," says he, " you're a pure one. I believe now, 
if you were to be here beside me, with that merry face of 
your own, you would do me more good than the doctor 
with all his medicines. Doctor, why don't you shove that 
rascally ague about its business, and join me and the gen
tleman in the laugh ?" The doctor smiled, which was all 
the length he could go; however, they soon got clear of 
their shake, and we sat down together to dinner. " A y,. 
this is something like civilization,'' says I, putting my fork 
into the salt beef. " Now would you have expected that I 
could have mustered you up a little bit of stuff like that?" 
said the landlord. "Now eat avFayheartily, arrd make your
self at home, and here's some poratoes for you, and some 
sweet poratoes, and there's some beans and turnips; take 
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some o' that now, and some corn-bread, and some o' these 
cakes, that was baked for you by the old woman, and eat 
heartily, and make your (dinner, dear, for you· see· we don't 
want good fare, though we have got into a queer out-o' -the. 

world-looking place.'' 
The officious kindness and good humour of this agree. 

able Irishman, beguiled the time, and reconciled me to a 
detention of two days at this place, which would other. 
wise have been almost intolerable ; for there was not a single 
external object to gratify the senses, the glorious effulgence 
of a bright sun excepted. _The ,veather was clear and 
beautiful. 

Wednesday, 15th. The Georgetown stage an-ived, and 
the other mail from the northward, so we got relieved 
from our confinement at 5 o'clock; and, bidding adieu to 
the agreeable Irishman and his family, we set out in the 
stage. 

The country continued, as before, flat and sandy, six 
milei, to Black river, which we passed by a wooden 
bridge. This bridge had been broken, ,vhich was the 
reason of the detention of the stage, and, though now re
.paired a little, it ·was still in a very shattered state. Black 
river rises near Camden, and, running a south-east course, 
falls into the Great P~dee, a little above Georgetown. 
The road continued pretty good, but the bridges were in 
very bad order, and we passed many of them; for the 
country is here intersected with creeks in all directions. 
vV e reached Georgetown, 20 miles from Willton, at 8 
o~clock in the evening. 

Here I was agreeably surprised to find a young gentle
man, who had been a considerable time clerk in the same 
hoi1se with me in Glasgow. vVe ·were mutually gratified 
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-at this meeting ; the more so, when we l@arnt that we 
would' travel together to Charleston. 

Georgetown is situated at the confluence of Pedee and 
.Black rivers, 12 miles from the sea, ancl contains about 
2000 inhabitants. It is the only sea-port in South Caro
lina, except Charleston, and has a considerable trade, 
particularly in rice, of which it is said that .. the lands in 
its neighbourhood produce 30,000 tierces annually. The 
houses are mostly built of wood, .and, are but indifferent. 
The prineipal public buildings are a court-house, jail, an 
episcopal church, a presbyterian church, one for baptists, 
one for methodists, and a flourishing academy. 

The situation is unhealthy in the fall, but · the winters 
are mild andpleasant~ 

· Thursday, 16th, we left Georgetown at 3 o'clock in 
the morning, and travelled ·through a level, sandy soil, 
<about 13 miles, when we passed the north branch of the 
Santee.· From· thence· there is a very muddy swamp, 

. through which there is a causeway. But causeways here 
are entirely different from what they are in Britain. I 
naturally expected to find a pavement of stones, when the 
term was made use of; instead of which, I found then1 
to consist of pieces of wood laid across the road, with 
a little space between them, which is ·filled up with earth 
and brush-wood; but this soon wears away, when the 
road becomes exceedingly rough. Over this we had to 
travel jolt, jolt, -jolt, jolt, for two miles, when we passed 
the south branch of the Santee, and had a good level road. 

Santee· is the largest river· in South Carolina, and is 
formed by two very large streams, the Congeree and W a~ 
teree, in the interior of the country. Thence running 
upwards·. of 100 miles, in an east-south-east direction, it 
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divides· about 5 miles above where we crossed it, and falls , 
into the Atlantic Ocean, by two channels not far apart. 
The Wateree rises at the foot of the mountains in North 
Carolina, w-here it is denominated the Catawba, and, pur. 
suing a· south-east course, is joined by many tributary 
streams, and forms a junction with the Congeree, upwards 
of 200 miles from its source. The Congeree rises also 
in North Carolina, within a fe~ miles of the Catawba, and 
pursues a south-east course about 70 miles, when it cros·. 
ses 'the state line, and runs due south about 50 miles; it 
then runs south-east about 130 miles, and forms the junc~ 
tion aforesaid. In its passage . through· South Carolina, it 
recdves a great many tributary streams, some of which 
are large rivers, particularly the Tyger, Enneree, and 
Reedy rivers. 

Thirty· . miles· from Georgetown, we stopped for din. 
ner, where we had a, view of the Atlantic Ocean; and 
this was· several times repeated in our journey· onward. 
There was no other variety, . for the country is one conti. 
nued sand flat, with drifting sand and pine trees. But the 
weather was delightful. We reached Charleston at 6 
p' clock in the evening. 
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CHAPTER XL, 

Charleston. 

As it was of importance to make some arrangements at 

Charleston, I wrote to Savannah, and in the interim had a 
few days to spend with my friends. 

On the evening of the 20th of October, I was invited, 

by a friend, to take a ride to the west 
1
end. of the town~ 

As we returned, a gentleman on horseback came up with 

us, whom my friend familiarly accosted by the appellation 

of Doctor, and introduced me as a stranger, recently from 
Britain. The doctor immediately entered into conversa..; 

tion on the affairs of that country. " Pm afraid," says 

he, " it's all over with that empire." " How so?" asked 
I. " Why," says he, " it appears to me, that the present 
1ninistry will ruin the country." " vVhy, now," said I, 
" it appears to me; on the other hand, that they are mak ... 
ing efforts to save it ; at least, I think they have taken 
very important steps with that view, since they have been 

in power." He replied, very dogmatically, that I did not 
seem to understand it ;-the men were ruining the coun
try ; he was sure of it ; he saw it very clearly. He was 

a jolly, good-looking man, with a drab coat, and a white 

hat; and I supposed him to be a doctor of medicine, and 

an American. But I was surprised at his violence, and 

his animosity to the whig party; for it was generally un~ 
clerstood that they were much more favourably disposed. 
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towards America than their predecessors. vVhen he had 
expressed his sentiments, I adverted to that favourable 
circumstance, and stated, that, having been very lately in 
the country, I had paid a good deaLof attention to public 
affairs, and was pretty well acquainted with the poli~y of 
the minfotry ; so that I ought to understand the subject 
at least as well as those ·who lived 3000 miles distant; and 
if he would give me leave, I would state a few particulars, 
which he would find to be highly in favour of the present 
administration. " You are entirely mistaken," said he; 
" people who live ·here can form a,.much better judgment 
on the conduct of the British government th~n those who 
are on the spot. But /what d'ye pror,\ose to tell me? can 
you mention a single instance in which they departed from 
the policy of Mr. Pitt? Can you mention one? I defy/ 
you to mention one." I instanced· the attempt to give 
peace to their country; to restore religious fret:dom to the 
Roman catholics; to conciliate foreign powers; but, above 
all, TO PUT AN END TO THE TRAFFIC IN HUMAN FLESH, 

He passed over all these circumstances except the last, 
and, fi~ing on it, '' But Mr. Pitt," says he, " advocated 
the abolition as ,vell as Fox." " He did so," said Ii 
'' but in a very different manner, and with a very different 
effect." " And I think the worse of him for so doing," 
said he; " there, I think, he was an enemy to lzis coun
try!" " I understood," said I, " that you approved of 
the measures of Mr. Pitt.'' '' And so I did.'' '' Well, 
then, in supporting the abolition, was he an enemy to his 
country ?" " No," said he, " I don't think so; for I 
believe he was not sincere!" " Not sincere ! " said I. 
" ~ir, you place Mr. Pitt'., memory in a very extraordi
nary point of view~ If he was not sincere, he was a con~ 
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summate hypocrite. If he was sincere, then, according 
to your opinion, he was an enemy to his country."
" Ay, but there may be cases ef exJJediency," said he. 
" Cases of expediency!" said I. " Sir, truth is simple and 
honourable, and requires no expedients. Falsehood is base · 
and detestable, and all the expedients in the world ,vill 
not disguise it.-Besides, to apply cases of expediency 
to such a momentous concern as the slave trade is mon-. 
strous.-The laws of morality require that 'We should do 
to our neighbours as we would be done by ; humanity 
enforces it-christianity''--1 was going to say enjoins it; 
but our roads lay different, and ,ve parted. "You should 
not have been so severe upon the doctor," observed my 
friend. "Who is he?'' said 1.-I was astonished, and the 
reader will be ast011ished to learn, that this approver of ex. 
pedients !-this supporter of the measures of Mr. Pitt!
this advocate of the slave trade! was a minister of the 
gospel of Christ.; and was sent out to Charleston on the 
recommendation of the late Dr. Blair of Edinburgh. 

I was variously employed in Charleston until the 21st, by 
which time I had got all my arrangements completed, 
when, having no letter from Savannah, I became exceed
ingly impatient to be gonee I accordingly took my pas
sage by the mail stage, and, as it was to start at three 
o'clock in the morning, I went to sleep in the stage-house. 

I was seized with a slight fever during the night, and 
when the departure of the stage was announced, I found it 
was out of my power to proceed. I got very·_ anxious, 
and sent for a doctor, who prescribed some medicine, and 
I believe gave me a very improper dose, to which, princi
pally, I attribute a severe stomach complaint with which 

I was afterwards affiicted. 
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In this situation I was greatly assisted by a young Irish
man, who came to lodge at the same house. He examin. 
ed into my situation, told me he had been served in the 
same way at New Orleans, and prescribed some medicine 
to counteract the effect of the other, ·which was successful, 
and in ~JI probability saved my life. 

During my confinement there was a remarkable change 
of weather; the thermometer fell suddenly from 7 5° to 48°. 
I was told that such changes were very common there, ii{ 
rthe spring and fall. 

CHARLE sToN is elegantly situated on a point of land 
at the confluence of Cooper and Ashley rivers, which form 
the harbour, one of the most convenient in the United 
States. 'I"he ground on which the city is bu,ilt is low, 
but it is open to the sea breeze, and is, upon the whole; 
one of the most eligible situations in the low country. 
The pfan of the city is regular, the streets crossing each 
other at right angles; but many of them are too narrow. 
The houses are partly built of brick, and partly of wood; 
and many of them are elegant. They are about 5000 in 
number, and the city contains about 24,000 inhabitants, of 
whom nearly one half are slaves. The public buildings 
are a court-house, exchange, college, armoury, three banks, 
18 places of public worship, alms-house, orphans-house, 
&c. The markets are kept in pretty g·ood order, but pro
visions are dear, and 'are not so good as in the northern 
cities. There are few manufactures at Charleston, but 
there is a very active commerce, particularly in the winter 
season ; and vast quantities of shipping are constantly ar
riving and departing, which keeps the city very lively.· 
The principal foreign trade is to Europe and the West 
Indies; of which Britain occupies a hffge share, and a 
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considerable portion is appropriated to Glasgow. The 
great articles for export are cotton and rice, particularly 
the former ; and the imports consi~t of East and West 
India goods, groceries, and British manufactures. Beside.s 
this, there is a very extensive trade to the northern states, 
in which many regular packets are employed. The 
citizens are esteemed hospitable and polite, of which 1 
found many instances. They are mostly all dressed in 
British manufactur~s, so that the cultivation of this trade 
is an, object of considerable importance to that country. 
A more than ordinary proportion of the population of 

Charleston is blacks, occasioned by the circumstance of its 
being the only port in the United States in which they 
can be imported; but·it is supposed this branch will not 

long continue.-From the light of reason, of philosophy, 
and of religion that. is every where shining around us, may 
we not hope, that the time will soon arrive when man will 
no mpre deal deceitfully with his fellow, but justice, and 
righteousness, and mercy, will extend over all the earth? 
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CHAP'rER XLI., 

South Carolina. 

THIS state is situated between north latitude 32° 6' and 
35°, and west longitude 1 ° 30' and 6° 25'. Its extreme 
length from east to virest is 236, and breadth from north to 
south 210 miles; and it is computed to contain an area of 
33,880 square miles, being 21,683,200 acres. 

South Carolina has a sea coast on the Atlantic, extend
ing nearly 200 miles, to which all its rivers flow. The 
angle of the coast is from north-east to south-west ; and 
nearly parallel with this, at about 120 miles from the coast, 
the first high land commences. The whole of the inter
mediate space is nearly a continued level, the angle of 
ascent being so trifling, that the rise at the extremity pro
bably does not exceed 15 or 20 feet. From the com
mencement of the high lands the face of the country is 
variegated, and agreeably uneven, swelling sometimes into 
considerable hills ; and this continues to the north-west 
extremity of the state, ·where it is bounded by the moun
tains. 

The state is remarkably well watered. The Savannah 
river forms the boundary line between it and Georgia, 
through its whole course.· This, and some of the otl1er 
rivers, have been noticed ; beides which there are-

Cooper and Ashley rivers, which form a junction at 
Charleston. Cooper river rises about 50 miles N.N. W .. · 
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of Charleston, not far from the Santee river. It is a mile 

wide, nine miles above Charleston, and is navigable to its 
source, from whence there is a canal to the Santee. Ashley 

river rises to the north-west of Charleston, and derives its 

principal importance from the circumstance of its forming 
part of the harbour of that city. 

Edisto river rises near the extremity of the low country; 
and runs_ a south-east course, including its windings, of 
150 miles, when it enters into the Atlantic, by two princi~ 

pal channels, called north and south Edisto. The· space 
between them forms the Edisto Island. 

Cambahee river rises near Edgefield court-house, and 
tunning a south-east direction, upwards of 130 miles, falls 
into St. Helena Sound. 

Coosaw river rises in Orangeburg district, and running 
a south-east course, through Btack swamp, falls into Broad 
river, which last is an arm of the sea, in some places 7 or 
~ miles broad, and forms, at Beaufort, one of the finest 
harbours in the United States. Beaufort and St. Helena 
Islands are formed by the confluence of these rivers and 
inlets; and there is a spacious entrance by Port Republi

can, formerly termed Port Royal. 
The principal mineral is iron, which, indeed, is found 

in great plenty in all the states; and gold, silver, and 
copper ores have also been found here. Marble has been 
found in some few places, and also black lead. There are 

several valuable mineral springs in the state. 
The whole of the low country presents an even regular 

soil, formed by a blackish sand, and pretty deep in those 

p~aces where there are no stones. Seven tenths of it is 
covered with pines of one species, which, as the soil is 

drier and lighter, grow loftier ai:id not so br~~chy, ln 
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some places they are interspersed with oaks. 'fhe pine 
barrens are crossed by little swamps, in the midst of which 
gene~ally flows a rivti!et, and they have different degrees of 
fertility, indicated by the trees that grow on them. In the 
upper country, the most fertile lands are situated upon the 
borders of the rivers and creeks ; the lands that occupy the 
intermediate spaces are much less fertile. The latter are 
not much cultivated; and those who occupy them are 
obliged to be · perpetually · clearing them to obtain more 
abundant harvests. The forests, are chiefly composed of 
oaks, ;hickory, maples, and poplars. · Chesnut-trees do no't 
begin to appear for 60 miles on this side of the moun
tains*. 

The climate in the low country is materially different 
from that in the upper country, the former being much 
less congenial to health than the latter. The summers are 

exceedingly hot and sultry, and the heat abates but little, 
except in the evenings and mornings, till past the middle 
of October. From _ the first of July to that period, the 
country is in many places subject to much sickness, par~ 
ticularly biliotrs fevers, agues, &c. The fall weather is 
generally beautiful, and continues till past Christmas; the 
average temperature is greater than an English summer. 
The winters are generally mild, and there is very little 
frost, but the weather is sometimes subject to great and 
sudden changes. The spring commences about the mid
dle of F ebrmiry, and they have often green peas in the 
market by the middle of March ; but the weather intermits 
very much till about the first of May, when it gets steadily 
warm, and conti~ues increasing with the season till Sep
tember, when it begins to ubatet. Almost every person 

'* Mir.haux, t Ibid. 
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who can afford it, removes to a more healthy situation dur .. 
ing this period, and a vast number go to the northern states 
in summer, and return in the fall. The period of going 
north, is mostly from the middle of May to the middle of 
July, and of returning, from the middle of October to the 
middle of November. The ·anxiety that prevails during 
that period is extreme ; and when it is over, the inhabitants 
congratulate one another -with the full prospect of 10 or 11 
months being added to their existence. In the upper 
country the summers are much more temperate, and being 
removed from the swamps, there is no sickness. Towards 
the mountains the climate ,is delightful. 

In 1662, Charles II. granted to lord. Clarendon, and 
others, a tract of land extending from north latitude 29° to 
36° 31', and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, which 
they called Carolina. 'I'he first permanent settlement was 
made at Charleston, under their direction, in 166 9. The 
cultivation of rice was introduced in 1690; and of cotto1+ 
in 1702. In 1728, the country was divi¢led into North 
and South Carolina, when there were 14,000 whites~ and 
20,000 negroes and Indians. Indigo was cultivated in 
1745. South .Carolina took an early and decided part in 
the struggle for independence, and sent delegates to the 
first congress. In 1790, -she adopted the present state con~ 
stitution; and now sends two senators and eight represen .. 
tatives to congress. 

The state is divided, in 26 judiciary districts; and some 
of these are subdivided into parishes. The population, in 
1800, was 199,4i40 free persons, and 146,151 slaves, in 
all 345,591, being about 10 to the square mile. 

The state advances in improvements and population; 
but the increase of both being _principally in the upper 

VOL, I. 2 N 



282 'f RAVELS IN 
I 

country, are not seen by strangers. Except Charleston, 

there . are no towns of material consequence. 

. .CoLUiMBIA, on the Congeree river, 120 miles from Char. 

leston, is the seat of government, and is a place of consider

able trade. " The number of its houses does not exeed 200; 

they are almost all built of wood, and painted grey and yel

low; and, although there are very few of them more than 

two stories high, they have a. very respectable appearance. 

"The inhabitants of the upper country, who do not approve 

of sending theu provisions to Charleston, stop at Columbia, 

where they dispose of them at several respectable shops 

established in the town.'' 

The above· -account is given by Michadx, who travelled 

through this place in 1803; and a. continuation of the ex

tract presents a picture of the country between Columbia 

and Charleston. 

~,, Columbia is about 120 miles from Charleston. For 

the whole of this space, particularly from Orangeburg, 

composed of 20 houses, the road crosses an even country, 

, sandy and dry d11ring the summer; · whilst in the autumn 

and winter, it is so covered with water in several places, 

for the space of eight or ten miles, that the horses are up. 

to their middles. Every two or three miles we met witp 

a miserable log-house upon the road, surrounded with lit

tle fields of Indian c011.1, the slender stalks of which are 

very seldom more . than five or six feet high, and which, 

from the second haryest, do not yield more than four or 

five bushels an acre. In the mean time, notwithstanding 

their sterility, this land is sold at the rate of two dollars per 

acre." Beaufort contains about 1000 inhabitants ; and 
there are ~ever~ smaller towns containing from 100 to 
$00, 
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As there is a material difference in the soil · an:d climate 
of the upper and lower country, so is there in the produce:. 
The produce in the low country is mostly cotton and rice~ 
with articles necessary for the subsistence of the negroes, 
particularly Indian com. The sea islands, and low lands 
along the coast, produce cotton of the long staple. In 
the interior it is principally of the short staple. Rice plan~ 
tations are established in the great swamps, and the har,. 
vests are abundant. Throughout the whole of this district 
the agricultural labours are performed by negro slaves. In 
the upp€r country the produce is more diversified. They 
raise no rice, but they produce cotton of the short staple 
in very considerable quantities, and, besides- Indian corn1 

they raise wheat, rye, oats, and barley. A great part of 
the agricultural labour here is performed by the white peo ... 
ple; and so great is the difference, in this respect, from the 
low country, that we may reckon there are two white per~ 
sons to one black, whereas in the other there are two blacks 
to one-white person. 

The manufactures of this state ate mostly of the domes .. 
tic kind, for" family use, and this kind of industry is in.; 
creasing; but such is the quantity of produce suitable for 
foreign markets, that the state carries on a very active fo .. 
reign commerce, of which a great proportion is to Britain" 
The articles exported a.re chiefly cotton, rice; and tobacco .. 
The imports consist of British manufactures, wines, and 
groceries. The exports, in 1805, amounted to 9,060,625 
dollars, of which 5,957,646 dollars was domestic produce; 
::md probably three millions more are exported through the 

medium of the northern ports. 
The operation of slavery to so great an extent produces, 

of course, the same effects here as ~n other places;- · bfi-~ 
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the people have considerably ih1proved m education and 
morals since the revohition. It was customary for a long 
period, for the more wealthy planters to send their sons to 

Europe for education; ai1d even now they frequeritly send 
them to the northern states; but the practice is gradually 
declining, and the desire has become general to have re. 
spectable seminaries in the state. A college has been 
founded, and very respectably endmved, at Columbia; 
and there are several other colleges and academies through
out the state. The towns are pretty well supplied with 
common schools, but they are defective in the country; 
and this branch of education, being the basis of the morality 
of the state, deserves the early attention of the legislature. 

The. civil government is, like that of the other states, 
legislative, executive, and judiciary. The legislative 
power is vested in a general assembly, consisting of a se
nate and house of representatives. The senators are cho
sen for four years, and one half vacate their seats every 
two years. They must be thirty-five years of age, and 
possessed of a freehold estate of the value of 300 pou11ds 
sterling, clear of debt; and the electors must be possessed 
of 50 acres of land, or a town lot, or have paid a tax of 
three shillings sterling. The representatives must be 
twenty-one years of age, and be possessed of a freehold 
estate of 150 pounds, clear of debt; and the electors must 
have the same qualifications as for senators .. 

The e,xecutive gov~rnment is vested in a governor, cho
sen for two years, by the legislature; and the qualifications 
to fill that office are, that he be thirty years of age, and be 
possessed of 1500 pounds sterling. 
, The judges of the superior courts, commissioners of the 
treasury, secretary of state, and snrveyor~general, are ~11 
elected by the legislature. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

rCharleston,-Savannalz river,-Savannah. 

SATURDAY, October 25th. Having been eight days 
in Charleston, without hearing from Savannah, I got much 
alarmed for my friend, and resolved to depart forthwith, 
notwithstanding I -was in a very poor state of health. I 
accordingly engaged a passage in the Delight, captain 
Cooper, and ,,rent on board in the afternoon. We set sail 
at 5 o'clock. It was a fine clear evening, but I was sick, 
and could not enjoy the breeze , nor the scenery. The 
wind was favourable, and before midnight we were in sight 
of Tybee light-house., I went to bed,. but slept little ; and 
when I arose in the morning, I found we were sailing up 
Savannah river with a fair wind, which continued till we 
reached the city. As we were drawing towards the wharf, 
a gentleman of my acquaintance passed us in a boat; and 
so great was my anxiety, that I could hardly put the gene
ral question, "How are you all in Savannah?" The an~ 
swer was such as I dreaded : " Your friend is not very 
well." I was dreadfully agitated, and could hardly pi·o
nounce the sentence, " He's not dangerously ill, I hope." 
"He's pretty bad," was the reply. It went to my heart. 
The power of vision and of hearing forsook me ; 1n y 
limbs tottered under me; I lost all sense of recollection; 
and, in this state, was conveyed to the wharf. But I soon 
recovered. from my reverie. The pmvers of my mind ral~ 
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lied their force, and the passion. of grief took the place ot 
lethargy. I was almost choaked with the violence of my 
passion, and could hardly support myself to the top of the 
bluff, when I was accosted by a friend, who told me my 
prese~ce was very much wanted in Savannah. This gave 
:piy min~ a fresh direction. I armed myself with resolution} 

" That column of true majesty in man/' 

and determining to brave all difficulty and all danger, I 
made the best of my way to the hoµse. I found my friend 
in the agonies of death. I spoke to him, but h~ understood 
me not. I looked in his face, but oh ! how altered. His 
eyes were sunk in his head, and his colour was quite yel
low. I seized his hand, and it was quite emaciated. The 

. hand of death pressed heavy upon him, and all I could now 
hope for, was to make myself understood in taking a sor
rowful farewel. I mentioned my name, on which he rais~ 
ed his eyes; lie looked wistfully in my face; he pressed 
my hand with fervor, saying faintly, " Is it you?" and fell 
back in his bed, and soon after expired ! 

Thus I lost an esteemed friend, and the' business lost the 
services of a valuable young man, on whom I had placed 
.great reliance.·· His conduct, during the whole of our short 
connexion, was such as to give me every satisfaction, and 
to secure my utmost confidence. His loss wa$ painful as 
a friend-as an assistant, irretrievable. 

In the mean time the whole of the business devolved 
upon me, and such ,vas the mass of matter through which 
I had to labour, that I hardly ever enjoyed an hour ofrecre
ation or repose for the space.of two mcmths; and my health 
was re.established very slowly~ 
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In other respects, matters were favourable;; By dint of 
vigorous exertions I got the whole of my business arrang~ 
ed to my wish, and my accounts from Britain, both of a 
public and private nature, were flattering. 

The non-intercourse act was suspended, in consequence 
of which, a quantity of our goods, that were seized under 
its operation, were given up free of expence. 

Mr. Fox was dead, but his friends remained in the ca
binet ; and every thing seemed to promise a continuance 
of a good understanding between the two countries, on 
which my whole fortune and future prospects depended~ 

My feelings were highly gratified by an act of the Ame
rican government, abolishing for ever the slave trade ; and 
it appeared that a similar measure would be adopted in Bri
tain. 

I found the inhabitants of Savannah hospitable and friend-. 
ly ; and was· much pleased with the attention of those of 

them, with whom I had occasion to associate. 
Under all these circumstances, it became a question 

whether I would form a new connexion, to supply the place 
of my friend, and go. on with the business, or whether I 
would wind it up. After much deliberation, it was deter-. 
mined to, carry it on. A new connexion was formed, and 
I prosecuted the various arrangements connected with it 
with all the vigour in my pow~r. 

Having all these completed, I prepared to leave the 
United States for Europe; but, before I embark,· I shall 
take a general review of the. state of Georgia. 
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CHAPTER. XLill, 

Georgia 

ls situated between north latitude 30° 30' and 35°, and 
west longitude 3° 50' and 9° 5'. Its extreme length, from 
north to south, is 305 miles ; · and its extreme breadth 259. 
Its area is about 60,000 square miles, or 38,400,000 acres. 

This state, like the Carolinas, is naturally divided into 
two districts, the upper and the lower ; of which the boun~ 
dary is remarkably well defined. Augusta is on this line, 
on the Savannah river, from whence it passes to the west
ward by Louisville, and, at the extremity of the state, pass
es the Flint river about the latitude of 32°., The respective 
portions are so much assimilated to South Carolina, that it 
is unnecessary to describe them here. The state has a sea 

cqast of 100 miles, ,vhich is indented with bays and inlets, 

and studded with islands, well known by the name of 
§ea Islands. In the southern part, there is a portion of 
Eokefanoke s,vamp, one of the most remarkable' in the 
vvorld. To the north-west are the Allegany mountains, 
-,.vhich terminate in this state. 

I 

The sbte is remarkably well supplied with rivers and 
small streams. The Savannah river has been already de
scribed. The Ogeeche river risrn a little above Greens
burgh, 200 miles from Savannah, and, pursuing a south
east course, falls into the Atlantic, 25 miles south of Sa
vannah, 
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The Altamaha is composed of a number of branches,,of 
which the largest is the Oconee. It rises near the moun

tains, about 300 miles from Savannah, and, rum1ing a 
south-south-east course, is joined by the Appalachy, and 
thence continues its course, augmented by a great number 
of tributary streams, till it formi:, a junction with the Oak
IDlflgee, 100 nriles from the ocean. From thence it runs 
an east-south-east course, and falls into the Atlantic below 
Darien, to which it is navigable for Jarge· vessels. 

The Oakmulgee is a large 1frvc:r . rising near the Ap
palachy, from whence, to its confluence with the. Oconee, 
it nms upwards of 200 miles. ; ,The Little Ogl'eche, is a 
tonsiderable river, and falls into the Altamaha, from· the 
northward, after this junction. 
· The Chatahouchy is a very · large river, and forms the 

western· boundary of Georgia from _the Florida line, 125 
miles up the country. It rises at the foot of the moun
tains, near the head of Savannah river, and runs squth-:west
wardly, above 200 miles, to where it forms the state line. 
From thence it pursues a course a little· east of south, to 
Florida, where it forms a junction with Flint river, and 
assumes the name of Apalachicola. From thence itruns 
a south by east course, 80 miles, to the gulph of Mexico, 
which· it enters by several mouths~ 

Flint river is about 300 yards broad, anc:t_ 12 or 15 
feet deep. ·It rises·near the Oakmulgee river, and runs, 
with a clear, gentle current, a course to the west of south, 

upwards of. 200 miles. 
St. Mary's river rises in Eokefanoke swamp, and 

running about 100 miles by a very crooked course, but 
east upon the whole, forms the boundary. betw~~n the 

nn. 1. ] 0 
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United States and East Florida, during its whole passage, 
and falls into the sea at St. Mary's, where it forms a good 

·harbour. 
The soil and climate are both assimilated to South Ca. 

rolina. There is a great proportion of good land in upper 
Georgia, and the sea-islands are numerous and rich.
Lower Georgia, being farther to the south, is · a little 
warmer than South Carolina. 

The first settlement of Georgia was made in 17321 

under the direction of a society of gentlemen, who acted 
as trustees ; and general Oglethorpe landed at Savannah 
with 113 settlers. In 1734, they were joined by 130 
highlanders from Scotland, and 1 70 Germans. Georgia 
suffered severely in the struggle for independence, and 
was frequently the seat of war. The state constitution 
was adopted in 1789. Georgia now sends two senators 
and four r~presentatives to congress. 

The state is divided into 24 counties, and these com. 
pose two judiciary districts. The population, by the cen
sus of 1800, was 102,987 free persons, and 59,697 slaves, 
making a total of 162,684, being somewhat more than 3 
-to the square mile. 

There are but few towns in Georgia. Savannah and 
Augusta have been noticed. The others are mostly situ
ated on the waters. 

Besides Savannah and Augusta there is on the Savan-
' ' nab river, a little town called Petersburg; and in the inte-

rior, betlveen the Savannah and Ogeeche, is Was!zington, 
Both the'se are thriving places. 

On the Great Ogeeche, there are, besides Louisville, 
Sparta and Greensburg. 
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On the Altamaha and its waters, Darien, a new sea. 
port, M 1 LL Enc Ev 1 LL E, the new seat of government, and 
Athens, the seat of a college. 

On St. Mary's river is the town of St. Mary's, at the 
southern extremity of the state. 

The agriculture and produce of the state are nearly simi .. 
lar to thpse of South Carolina. 

A great degree of attention has been paid, in Georgia, 
to education ; and very considerable funds have been apQ 
propriated to the support of it. The college at Athens i~ 
amply endowed, and provision is made , for establishing 
~u1d keeping up an academy in every county in the state. 
In the towns, there are very good common schools; 
but the state is yet defective as to the establishment of 
these most useful seminaries throughout the country& It 
~hould be mentioned, however, that in this, and all the 
southern states, the population is too thin to admit of the 
establishment of schools upon the plan of the townships 
cf the north~m states, or the parishes in Scotland. By 
looking at the census, it will be seen, that, in this stat~, 
for example, a township of six miles square, or 36 square 
miles, only contains about 112 persons; from which if we 
<;leduct the proportion of black people, it leaves only 7 5 ; 
and this number would not be sufficient to support a 
school. On the other hand, there is much waste land, 
and those districts that are settled up, often contain much 
Jnore than this proportion ; sometime~, indeed, a sufficient 
_number for the purpose mentioned. Whenever that is 
the case, a school should be established. 

ijefore taking leave of this subject, I may notice, that 
the best plan of establishing country schools, probably, is 
to appropriate a public fund equal to one.half of what may 
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be considered a reasonable salary· to the teacher, and let 
him depend on his. class for the other half. · This appears 
to be a happy medium between the plan of allowing the 
teacher to depend wholly on his class, and that of provid
ing a public fund for the whole of the salary. . In the one 
case the teacher is not sufficiently independe11t; in the ' . . 
other, education, by being ·· made too cheap, is not s?ffi-
ciently prized. fo. the way pointed out, the i1idependence 
of the teacher is in part. secured, and the dependence on a 
contingency for the remainder has a tendency to stimulate 
both teacher and pupils to e~ertion. 

In all cases, p.covision should be made, that the children 
of the poor may be taught· gratis. Good education is a 
blessing ·?f inestiina~le value to a community, and should 
be within the reac~ of every member. 

The constitution declares, that " arts and sciences shall 
be promoted, in one or more seminaries· of learning ; and • 
the legislature s~all give such further donations and privi
leges t9 :those already established, as niaY be.necessary to 
secure the· objects of their· institution." 

Ori the subject of religion, it is declared, that " no· per
son within the st_ate shall, upon any pretence, be deprived 
· of the inestimable privilege of worshipping God in a man
ner agreeable to his own conscience, nor be compelled to 
attend any place of worship, contrary to his own faith and 
judgment ; nor shall he ever be obliged to pay tythes, taxes, 
or any other rates, for the building or repairing any place 
of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or mi
nistry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or hath 
engaged to· do. No religious society shall ever be estab
lished in this state in preference to any other; nor shall 
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any person be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, 
merely on account of religious principle." 

The civil government is vested ·in an assembly, consist
ing of a senate and house of representatives, a governor, 
and a judiciary. 

The assembly are elected annually, and all free white 
persons, who are of age, and who have paid taxes, have a 

vote. 
The governor is appointed for two years, by the legis

lature. 

The judges are elected by the legislature for three ye:rrs. 
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CHAPTER XLIV~ 

Savdnnah,-Ships of• war,-Lz'verpool. 

S-ONDA Y; 12th April, 1807. -Thf period for my leaving 
Savannah being an-ived, I engaged a passage by th(! Eliza, 
Capt. Star.ks; and this morning went on bo~d at Five 
Fathom Ho\e, at nine o'clock. The other passengers were 
two gentlemen, natives of Scotland, settled as merchant~,in 
Savannah ; one gentleman, . a native of Scotland, who had 
been resident in Savannah, an.cl was proceeding to Liver
pool to settle there ; . an English gentleman, settled, as a 
merchant in tpe upper country ;. and a young gentleman 
from South Carolina, who was going over to get his educa. 
tion in England. 

Every. thing being prepared, the ship weighed, .and pro
ceeded down the river with a fair but light breeze; but on 
reaching Four Mile Point,afew miles below, the wind veer
ed about to the south-east, and we were obliged to come to 
anchor, where we lay the remaining part of the day, and 
all next night, tortured by musquetoes. 

Monday, 13th._ rhe wind having come round to the 
north-west,. and. blowing a fine breeze, we weighed anchor 
at 10 o'clock, and glided down the river very swiftly. At 
half past eleven we were up with the light-house, and at 
twelve we passed the bar, and discharged the pilot. 

We had now a delightful breeze ; and the Eliza, being 
one of the fastest sailing ships in America, and well. trim· 
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med, darted through the water with great rapidity. And 
Capt. Starks; the commander, did her every justice; to use 
his own phrase, he did crack on the muslin. We seldom 
made less thai1 150 miles a day, and one day we had the 
remarkable run of 253 miles. In teh days we 'Were past 

the banks of Newfoundland, after which w.e had a series 
of north-east winds, which kept us too much to the south.; 
ward, but, as the Eliza sailed remarkably well upon the 
Wind,·we still made pretty good progres~. 

On the · 27th of Aptil, we discovered a vessel to wind.: 
Ward bearing tight d6wrt Upbn us, tuider French colours. 
On getting sufficiently neat,· she fired a gun ahead, and 
We ho,·e : to, not a little ' apprehensive of · the result. On 
coming along side, the captain hailed us in broken English, 
anp. said he wottld send a. boat aboard pour cheart:he out 
papieres. A boat was accordingly dispatched, and the 
lieutenant, a young Scotsman, jumping aboard, told us that 
the vessel was the Rattler sloop of war, capt. Augt~ziez, 
and that they used the French flag and language for a 
decoy. We were delighted with this account, treated the 
officer with a glass of our best Madeira ; and he, having 
examined our papers and found every thing correct, told 
us we might make sail as soon as we observed the signal 
from the vessel ; so saying, he jumped into the boat. On 
reaching the ship, he again returned with the captain's 
'COtlipliments, who, having his lady and two children aboard, 
requested that we would sell them some sweet flour and 
biscuit. \Ve immediately made up an assortment of these 
atticles and some others, which the captain sent with a re~ 
tum of his compliments; and,· receiving the signal, we 
tnade sail, and parted with mutual good wishes. 
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The northerly winds still continued, and the weather 
was very wet and cold ; 

1 

but we made pretty good pro. 
gress, and, by. the 4th of May, we were within a few days', 
sail of Cape Clear, when we were brought to and boarded 
by the Dryade frigate, of 44 guns and 250 men; captain 
Drummond commander. The boarding officer here; was 
also a Scotsman, and, like the other, behaved with great 
politeness. 

He told us they had been one of the convoy to the 
West India fleet, as far as the latitude of 30°; that they 
had been out five weeks, and were to cruize between the 
Channel and Western Islands two months. He reported 
their longitude to be 22°,54' by the chronometer. Having 
put a quantity of letters on· board for England, he told us 
·we might set sail as soon as they made the signal. 

As we were now drawing near our native shores, and 
anticipating a happy meeting with our friends, we were all 
in good spirits, and had various theatrical representations 
in the style of the grand sultan and his faithful slave 
Shackabec, which greatly astonished and amused the ship's 
company. We had also a series of moral regulations, 
which laid a pretty severe penalty on swearing. I was 
appointed the executor of this branch of the law; but I 
sometimes found a difficulty in putting it into execution, 
particularly with our Liverpool merchant, who, when we 
reached the Channel, told us flatly, that, being now in the 
British king's dominions, he would swear if we were all 
d-d o:n't. As ·the gentleman was under the influence of 
the crown, we were e'en obliged to submit to royal autho
rity, and the fines were thenceforth remitted. 

We passed Cape Clear on the 10th, and had a fine view 
of the Irish coast, from the cape to the Old Head of Kin-
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sale. As we glided along with a fair wind, a little pilot 
boat came off from the land to meet us, and try to per
suade us, no doubt, that there would be a great big storm, 
and that we must take a pilot and run in for the coast. But 
the Eliza outsailed him, and he fell a little astern. He had 
all his canvas hoisted to the breeze, but without effect. 
"By J-s ! you sail d--d sharp, captain," said he. 
" Pretty well," said the captain. " Now, if you would 
only back your mizen-sail a bit, l would , come aboard 
and tell you all about the land." "Thank you,, thank 
you,'' said the captain, '' but I happen .to know something 
about it already." "Then you may go to the mischief 
with yourself," exclaimed Paddy; "you'll be catched in a 
great big storm to-night, and.the d-1 make matter." So 
saying, he put about and stood toward the coast. 

On the 11th we passed the .Cove of Cork, which pre
sents from sea a most picturesque view. On the .12th, we 

passed the ~urious insulated rock, well known to seamen 
by the name of Tuscar. Next morning we tWere round 
Skerries-light, when we were enveloped in a fog ,s9 thick 
that we were obliged to lie to. Here we found the brig 
Lucy from Savannah, in the same situation. She had 
sailed fourteen days before us, and was likely to get into 
port some time after us. 

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, the fog cleared away,, 
but the wind veered about, right ahead, and we made lit .. 
tle progress. Next morning, however, we were on pilot 
ground, and soon discovered a boat, to which we made 
signal, which was answered by putting one of her fomds on 
board. 

We immediately flocked round the pilot to learn the 
news, but he could tell us nothing, except that there was a 

VOL. I. 2 P 
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new election in Liverpool. He could assign no reason, 
bht said it was thought Mr. Roscoe would not be member 

again: we were lost in conjecture. 
The head winds continued, and we did not make the 

north-west buoy till the 14th, when we were obliged to 
coriie to ail ch or. During the night it blew a furious gale; 
as we were fast at anchor,. ab11east of the " fast-anchored 
jsle/' we did not feel -it much, bl!:t a pretty lively idea of 
it 111ay be formed from the captain's account: he -said "it 
was e~ough to blow the hair out of a fellow's head. 7' The 
gale continued all riext day, and there was no possibility of 
gettipg on shore, though we wefe very anxious. At lertgtH, 
about mid-day, a pilot boat hove ih sight, and ·we inade 
,signal for her~ She came along side, and se11t out her 
yawl, intq which th<: passengers got with cort-siderable clif. 
:ficulty; and, such was the swell, that we were at one time 
i11 the most im1ilinent danger of being upset befote we got 
on boatd the boat. After· vve did get on board,- hmvever, 
we were recompensed for the danger we had undergone. 
We got some fine · beef and potatoes, and a file of newspa;. 
pers ; and here I made the discovery that a great political 
change had takei1 1jlace in Britain, which augured most 
important consequences to the world; and particularly to 
that portion of it we had lately left-· America. 

At one o'clock, we landed at Hoyle-lake, ·where, thank
ing God for our safety, and kissing our parent earth, we 
1)ursued our way to a tavern in the nejghbourhood. 

Having, at the tavern, procured saddle horses, and a 
guide to accornpany us, we set out for Liverpool; distant 
about seven miles, and made a pretty respectable cava:I~ 
ca.de~ In our way ,ve enjoyed the land scen:ery as much 
/~~. th~ blustering weather ·would allow us. ,vhen we 
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\verc about half way, I rode towards the guide, and asked 

how far we were from Liverpool. "Indeed I doan't know," 
said he. " Oh," said I, "I presume you are a stranger 

here as well as myself." "A.nan~'" said lie. '' Anan!" re
peated I, with surprise, "why, I siippose you have never 
travelled this road before." " 0 yeaz, zur, an hundred 
tymes." "What, and don't know the distance we have yet 
to go!" '.'No I doan't." "Nor the distance we have come?" 
"No, nor that neath er." " Nor the whole distance?" ~'Noa ; 
I know how to get thear, and I know how to get back 
~gean, and that's all -I know about the meater." Here is 
a pretty specimen of intelligence, thinks-1-to-myself. Only 
think of that, master Brook, .and contrast it with the keen 

inquisitive disposition and shrewd answers of a New-Eng-
land man. 

, .. . . . . I 

We reached the ferry about 4 o'clock; and immediately 
_crossed over to_ Liverpool, where we agreed to rendezvous 
.at the King's Arms tavern; and .constituting the Liverpool 
merchant our steward, to bespeak a dinner, ·we took each 
our seyeral way, as business, or frie0;dship, directed~ 
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CHAPTER XL V. 

Liverpool,-Election,-Cliairing the members. 

AFTER parting with the company, I went immediately 

to the coffee-house to examine into the causes of the change 

of councils; and to form a judgment, if' possible., ,vhat 1 ef~ 

feet the measure would have· upon the American trade. I 
took a file of the London Courier on the one hand, and of 
the Morning Chronicle on the other, and traced the whole 

proceedings, step by step, till I came to lord Grenville's 

explanation in the house of lords, and that of Mr. Grey 

in the commons. I saw that bigotry; prejudice, illiberali

ty, and corruption, had prevailed over virtue, patriotism\ 

and integrity. I exclaimed, woe is my country! and with 

a heavy heart ~ent to join my companions at the dinner 

table. 
The next object of inquiry, and in which 1 was most 

deeply interested, was the probable effect that this change 

would have upon the American relations ; and here again 

my anticipations were far from being favourable. I ob

served that one part of the play upon the passions of the 

English nation, and a very successful one, was to hold out 

the idea of a " universal monopoly of trade." The doc~ 

trine was openly and loudly promulgated by the new mi~ 

nistry and their partisans: That there was no use in hav

ing a naval force created at such an expence, unless it was 

so · organiz·ed and conducted as. to· controu l the trade of the 
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world in favour of Britain. The sea ought of right to be 

British property, and not a vessel should sail the ocean but 

by British permission. · Bonaparte had conquered all the 

land, and Britain should conquer all the sea; and the fate 

administration were charged with a criminal neglect of du

ty in not enforcing' these principles. I saw reason to dread 

that they would be enforced now. I knew, or thought I 
knew, that America would not submit to them; and hence 

I feared a rupture. I observed, however, that Mr. Ers

kine was to be continued as ambassador, and, reflecting on 

the nature of the American government, I considered that 

there would be no rupture on their part before they had 

tried negotiation to the utmost~ I therefore judged it ex

pedient, under all circumstances, to go on with my bufii~ 

ness, and to take prompt measures to make my shipment 

accordingly: 

During the few days I stopped in Liverpool,. I was ar

dently engaged in making· commercial arrangements, and 

had time for few remarks that would be interesting to the. 

general reader; I shall therefore only notice two· or three 

circumstances, calculated to show the temper of the times~ 

We were informed that there had been an election in 

Liverpool two days before we arrived. The tory candi
dates were generals Tarleton and Gascoygne ; the whig 

candidate, Mr. Roscoe. Tory principles were tremen

dously triumphant, so much so, that Mr. Roscoe durst not 

even appear at the hustings; and his friend, colonel Taylor, 

who was proceeding there in his behalf, was intercepted by 
a band of armed men, and had his horse killed under hin-:t. 

The tavern lvhere ,ve lodged was mostly frequented by 
travellers on business, and the evenings ·were generally de

voted to long and fervent discussions, sometimes· animated 
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debates. As the company vi1ere collected from :ill quar4 
ters of the island, we had a . good opportunity of karning 
the public senthnent in general ; an<l it appeared to me, to 
be in fa your of the · new ministry, by ~ vast majority of the 
leading men i11 the country. 

During my stay in Liverpool, '' the chairing of the mtm
bers," as it is called, took place. lt was conducted i_n this 
way. Chairs, of•elegant :.vorkmanship, :were provided, .rich
.ly .ornamented \Vith silks and drapery, principally Qf the 
colour of the members' livery. They had cushions for 
seats, and two _sides supported a pavilion roof on ec:lcb. 
They were borne on appropriate carriages, having two 
poles, and the candidates were carried on them- by a num
ber of men, from the place of election, through those parts 
of the tow1l that fancy or vanity direct_ed. 

In this procession general Tarleton took the lead. His 
livery was green, the other's blue. They were both rich
ly dressed in regimentals. They stood up -uncovered in 
the _ch9-irs, and proceeded slowly along, looking and bow-
· ing in all directions to the populace, who, in return, waved 
streamers of green and blue ribbons from the windows. 
Round· each chair were a number of persons carrying poles 
-with boards nailed to the tops _of them, and labels pasted 
on the boards. These also deserve notice. "No papery;" 
" Church and king ; " " Long live the king ; " " No dic
tating to tl1e royal conscience;" " If I forsake my king, 
may God forsake me,'' and a hundred other sayings, the 
presumed sentiments of the members, were thus exhibit
.ed to the multitude ; who, in return, testified their loyalty 
in repeated claps and huzzas, accompanied by flourishes of 
blue and green ribbonso Even the members of the frail 
sisterhood, :\Vith which the town swarms, were flourishing 
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away in green and blue, in all directions, damning pink 
and Mr. Roscoe~ and swearing to their loyalty and their 
devotion to the king and the two generals. 

In the afternoon, I met with a friend in the street~ 
and ,,.ve adjourned tn a tavern to get some porter.. See~ 
ing a number of people· in the ·public rooni, I went thither, 
and sat down by a plain-looking man, -who was expatiating· 
on the late election. It was not all common sense that 
he delivered, but it was sufficient to show he was a poli
tician, and I entered into conversation with him. Observ
ing a piece of green ribbon in his button-hole, I took hold 
of it, and asked him what he wore it for. " God bless 
thee," said he, with a stare of amazement, "why, do'sn't 
thee know what that's vor? why, where does thee cum 
vrom ?" " From America, last," said I. , " Oh, I'll war-
rant you'll be a Yankee Doodle, and will have no zuch fa
mous doings as these among ye. Now, I'll tell ye, this 
is my livery." I pretended ignorance. " Gh, then,'~ 
said I, " you are a livery servant." " No," said he, 
" I'm a vree man.'' " I know that," said I; "I know 
there are no slaves in this country." "Why, thee do'sn't 
understand me,'' said he ; '' I be one of the vree men of 
Liverpool: I geid my vote vor our vavorite member, 
-and this is his livery." " Oh, ho," said I, affecting ad~ 
miration of his consequence, " you are a great man, then ; 
a voter, hey ! " " Oh, yes, I be, and our zide's the 
strongest : vve have put 'em all dmvn." 'G Who have you 
put down ?" " Why, Roscoe and them, to be zure ; be
cause Roscoe's a very bad man. \Vhy, don't zu know 
he was for the pope?" " For the pope! ,vas he? why 
that vvas terrible in him." " To be zure it was ; and he 
was against the king : he said he could get us a better 
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king vor zix-.pence; zo we'll never have him vor :mem~ 
ber any more. "-Such was the language of a Liverpool 
freeman! 

l learned that none but freemen could vote for members 
of parliament; and that the privilege of freeman could only 
be obtained by seven years servitude to a freeman; many 
of ,vhom are equally intelligent with my friend at the 
tavern. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

Liverpool,-Lancaster ,-Carlisle,-· Glasgow. 

MAY 19th. I set out for Glasgow, accompanied by 
one .of our passengers, whose connexions lived in that 
city. The conveyance from hence to Carlisle, was by 
what is called the heavy or long coach, and it took two 
days to' perform the journey, 124 miles. 

We started at 8 or 9 o'clock in the morning, and pass
ir~g through Ormskirk and Preston, reached Lancaster, 55 
miles from Liverpool, where we stopped for dinner. The 
weather was agreeable; the country, in all that distance, is 
well cultivated, exhibiting a very pretty appearance. Orms
kirk is a place of little consequence; but Preston has a 
population of 14,000, and carries on manufactures, particu
larly in cotton, to a great extent. 

Lancaster is the county town, handsomely situated at 
the mouth of the river Lone, and contains about 8000 in
habitants. It has considerable commerce, but very little 
to America ; its chief manufactures being sail-cloth, fur
niture, hardware, candles, &c. The duke of Bridgewater's 
canal runs near Lancaster, and crosses the river by a very 
spacious aqueduct bridge, built of hewn stone, which has 
a fine appearance when viewed from the road. 

After dinner, we continued our journey 18 miles to 
Kendal, where we stopped for the night. The country 
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is pleasant all the way to Kendal ; and, running through 
a hilly country, affords many fine views. 

One of our passengers was a shipping-merchant from 
London, and he expressed his disapprobation of the late 
ministry, in very severe terms, for not shutting up the cara 
rying trade of the Americans. My fellow-traveller and l 
endeavoured to reason with him, and to point out the im
portance of the Americaq trade to Britain, and the injus
tice that it would be to stop it : but this man of com. 
merce would listen to no reason, and would bend to no 
maxims of justice. " !Ye are able to carry_ on the whole 
,trade of the world;'' said he,." and we should have it. 
Our fleets are all-powerful, and we should command it." 
He seemed to forget, that there are always two at a bar
gain-making; and that no nation can carry on a foreign 
.trade alone. 

Kendal is beautifully situated in a fine healthy country, 
and the women have cheeks like roses. It is a pretty large 
town, and has considerable manufactories of cottons, wool
lens, stockings, hats, &c. ; some of which are calculated 
for the American trade. 

May 20th. \Ve set out at 7 o'clock in the rooming, 
_and travelled through a rough hilly country called Shap
Fells, 27 miles, to Penrith. The country is but thinly 
inhabited in this district, and the inhabitants seem to be 
mostly employed in raising sheep and geese. 

Penrith is a neat little p~ace, containing about 3000 peo
ple. The country to the eastward is high and barren, but 
it is fertile to the westward, and abounds in thriving farms. 
The country improves towards Carlisle, 18 miles distant, 
round which it is cultivated like a ()'arden .. . . b 
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Having reached Carlisle about 1 o'clock, we proposed 
going on to Glasgow by the London mail, expected · in 
half an hour, and, in the mean time, we took a walk through 
the town. 

Carlisle is prettily situated, and contains a population 
of 10,000~ It is favourably situated for carrying on maim
factures, which are in an improved state, and consist of cot
ton,.spirining and weaving ; printing and dying ; c6arse 
linens and osnaburghs; hats, hosiery, - leather, ropes, and 
several kinds of woollens .. Some of the articles, particu
larly printed calicoes, are in· high repute .. , 
· ,On the arrival of the mail stage, we found all the inside 
places taken, and we had no alternative-but to wait another 
day, or take outside places. The latter was· resolved on; 
and, having mounted on the top, the coach drove on. We 
anticipated that we would suffer a little from . the cold, al
beit it was late in May, but we were sure, that; if al( 
kept well, we could see our friends by. 7 o'clock in the 
morning. 

Ten miles from Carlisle, we pass~d through Longtown,·•a 

small place on the confines of England; and a little. beyond 
this we crossed a little stream, and hailed 

" Old Scotia., our deal',. our native soil." . 
Here we had a very extensive view. Solway firth, a very 
large inlet from the Irish sea, was on our right ; and bee 
yond it, the Cumberland mountains, some of them of 
great magnitude. To the west, north-west, and north, 
we saw 50 or 60 miles into the interior of Scotland ; and 
, a fine champaign country lay on our rear towards Carlisle .• , 

Four miles from hence is the village of Gretna (J:reen 1 

c*brated for the coupling blacksmith 'who lives. iJ1 it.. 
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The laws of marriage. in Scotland ate very simple~ · If 
twd persons agree to marry, they can carry their intention 
into effect by declaring their union before witnesses ; and 
this, though contrary to the rules of the church, and to 
the general practice of the country, constitutes a legal mar
riage. It is also applicable to the natives of South Britain 
when they come to the, north ; on which account, it frequent~ 
ly happens; that when a ·gentleman andlady in England fall 
ln love, and cannot live without one another, while they are so 
unfortunate as not to be able to .obtain the consent of their 
friends, they set off on a matrimonial trip to Scotland ; ahd 
this being the hearest village, on one of the great roads, such 
mai~iages are frequently solemnized here .. The person who 
acts as parson on the occasion, but who, in truth, is only, 
alo~g with one or. two more, a witness to· the dedaratibn~ 
is called the ooupling. blacksmzth; and the whole circum
stance has giveJ1 rise to a humorous farce, called " Gretna 
Green.'' 

The road beyond this place was very rough, but it was 
dry. We had a fine :evening; but towards night\ it be. 
came very cold. '1Ve passed Loclzerby, a small place~ 
and. reached Moffat; fifty miles from Carlisle, to supper. 
This is a little place among the hills1 and only merits n~
tice as the stopping-place of the. stages, on the way to and 
from Er:gland. · There are some good medicinal springs 
fa its neighbourhood. 

Leaving l\!Ioffat, we had to cross a large chain of hills; 
but I can give no particular. account of the configuration 
of the country; for, though I have often passed through 
it, it ha3 always been in the night. The night was now 
vevy ~old; put a gentleman left the mail at Moffat, and 



SCOTLAND. S09 

we engaged his· seat; so we changed guard, and took, as 
the sailors call it, "-spell and spell about" of the inside. 

In this way we passed the sources of the Clyde, and 
the Lead hills to the right, and journeyed o:o.ward at a 
good pace. As I was taking my outside station, about 
4ay-light, I heard a dialogue between the two drivers in 
broad Scots, being the first I had heard for 14 months; 
and, such is the effect of habit, that, although I considered 
myself a sort of adept at the Scottish language, and hud fre:. 

quently practised it, this had a surprising effect upon my 
ear. It appeared more broad than any thing I had ever 
heard before. " A, Johnny, min," says the one, ' 4 I 
canna get this thing fixt." '' Can ye no?" said the 
other; " what ails'd ?" " Goth, I dinna ken weel; but 
it winna draw through wi' me." " Ye'll better cut it." 
"Na, I'll no fash to do that yet; I'll tak ~y teeth till't." 
I could not see what they were about ; but they soo11 
got it to rights, whatever it was, and we drove on. 

About sun-rise,.we reached the village of .Hamilton_, th~ 
seat of one of the most ancient families of Scotland. It is 
11 miles -from Glasgow, on the ·river Clyde, in a fine 
fertile. valley, and is noted for raising fruit. A great many 
muslin weavers, who work for the manufacturers of Glas
gow, live at this place. Indeed, they are scattered all 
over the country. 

We passed Clyde iron-works, the second in extent jn 

Scotland, ·and reached Glasgow at 7 o'clock, when I had 
a joyful meeting with my friends, after an absence of 
nearly 15 months. 
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CHAPTER XL VII. 

Glasgow,-_ Manchester,-Leeds,-Edinburgh. 

I CONTINUED in Glasgow until the 19th of June, 
when, in prosecution of my commercial business, I set 
out for Englarid.- I took a passage by the mail coach, 
and travelled through Carlisle and Preston, to Manchester. 
Th~ country from Preston to Mai1chester· is probably 
among the richest iii England. The fields are well culti
vated·; the hbuses · are so dose, that it looks· · 1ike a contii 
nued village ; ai1d the quantity of machinery and bleach
fields that ,every\vhere · appears is immense. The· road 
passes through' !Charley and: ·Bolton, both· manufacturing 
villages ; but the whole· of their trade is subservie1~t-to 
Manchester, which may be considered as the great manu
facturing capital of'all Enghu1d~ The distmice·from Pres
ton to Manchester is 36 miles. 

From Manchester I found it necessary to go to Liver
pool, distant 36 miles. The road· passes through a rich, 
well~cultivated, level country, in which are two· conside-
1~able villages, ·Warrington · and Prescott. The country 

becomes more sterile towards Liverpocil ; but this part of 
it is beautified by many seats, the property of the Liver
pool merchants. Among the number is Gilead Hall,··. the 
seat of Dr. Solomon, of Balm of Gilead memory, one of 
the most beautiful buildings in England. 
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· My commercial friend in Liverpool be1ng a prmnpt man 
of business, I made an qrrang~ment with him, in the 
.course of a few hours, to my entire satisfaction; and im= 
mediately returned to Manchester. From the ample as~ 
sistance afforded me by my friends, I was able to· expedite 
my business in this place with great celerity, and I had an 
excellent opportunity of observing the vety extended 
,manufactures and comril~rce of this place, and their ap
plication to the . American trade. 

· Manchester, thougq. itranks only as a village, is a place 
of great antiquity, a town having been raised here by 
the Rouians in the 97th year of the christian .rera, and is 
now, in point of population, the second town in· England; 
.-· in manufactures, decidedly the first. · The streets, are 
,about 600 in number, and some of thenl spacious ; but a 
great many are too narrow, and the town is, upon the 
whole, . very irregula~. The number of houses is com
puted at upwards of 12,000, .and .the inhabitants amoqnt 
to 84,020. 

Manufactures have been .established at ~his place for up
wards of 200 years, and have been. continually en creasing; 
but the encrease since the application· of machinery, on an 
extended scale, to the cotton. trade, and particularly since 
the .introduction of Bolton and '\tVatt's improved steam 
engine,. ex.ceeds an former example, in any place, or any 
country. There are a vast number of cotton mills er:ect
ed in the town, and many of them employ· upw;1rds of 
1000 ~ands. The quantity of raw material consumed 

, annually in this branch, is immense, an.d a bare enumera
tion of the articles it is manufactured into, would fill a 
number of pages. Those most calculated for the American 
trade are fustians, waistcoatings, shirtings, cambrics, dimi- · 
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ties, ·printed callicoes, nankeens, jeans, checks, ginghams, 

chambrays, table napery, stockings, gloves, braces, bed. 
quilts, &c. &c. Of other articles there are also extensiv1t 

and important manufactures, such as hats, silks, tapes, 
fringes, laces, &c. ; and Manchester is a general market for 
the manufactures of the whole country, particularly every 

de~cription of woollens. 
From Manchester I travelled to Bury, nine miles, 

through an uneven, but fertile and well-cultivated country. 
The principal manufactures here are woollens, particularly 
plains, coatings, blankets, and flannels. 

From Bury to Rochdale is 6 miles, the country nearly 
the same as the last mentioned. Here are considerable 

manufactures, particularly flannels of a very excellent quality. 
From Rochdale to Halifax is 1 7 miles, partly through 

an extensive moor ; and the whole country is hilly, some 
of it· romantic. At Halifax there are very extensive 

manufactures of woollens, particularly of broad and narrow 
cloths. 

From Halifax to Leeds is 18 miles, through a hilly 
cm1ntry, of which the soil. improves towards the latter. 

· Leeds is beautifully situated in a very fertile country, 

and is the greatest town in England for the woollen manu
factures. The most important manufactures for America 

are broad and narrow cloths, flannels, serges, cassimeres, 
callimancoes, durants, bombazeens, bombazetts, blankets, 

&c. The population is upvvards of 53,000, and the town 
abounds in wealth. The country around is fertile and 
beautiful. 

From this place I passed about 12 miles, through a 
pretty vvell-settled country, but partly moor, to the great 

London road, with the vi.evv of taking my passage for 
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Glasgow by the London ma,iL When the mail came 
forward it was full, and I was disappointed; but a co~ch 
passed S0011 after for Newcastle, and being informed that 
the line was continued. from thence to Edinburgh, !·availed 
myself of that conveyance~ 

It was about 11 o'clock at night when we set out, and, 
travelling all night, we passed through N orthallerton, about 
·so miles from where we started, at day-light next morn~ 
ing. The country, I was informed, is pretty fertile,· and. 

well cultivated. 

From N orthallerton to Durham is abont 27 miles, 
tlu·ough a pretty fertile country, and Durham, the capital 
of the county of the Bame name, is beautifully shuated on 
the river vVear, surrounded by very fertile and well-culti
vated fields. 

From Durham to Newcastle is 16 miles, partly through 
fertile fields, but the soil becomes worse towards New
castle, and in that neighbourhood the country abounds 
with coal mines. vVe had frequent and extensive views 
of the German Ocean by the way, and I could not help 
contrasting the breadth of the' country, not much more 
than a day's journey, with the extended country which I 
had lately left. Ought not Britain, exclaimed I mentally, 
to be proud of having settled America, to conciliate the 

affections of her growing population, and to cultivate a 
good understanding ? 

Newcastle is situated on the river Tyne, and is large 
~Uld populous, but is irregular, and not very clean; it is 
chiefly remarkable for its great coal trade, the greater part 
of the supply of the English metropolis being derived 
from it. 

VOL. I. 2 R 
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Here I stopped all night, and started by the coach foi
Edinburgh next morning, at 5 o'clock. At 14 miles 
fro111 Newcastle, we reached Morpeth, an inconsiderable 
town, and, 19 miles further, we reached Alnwick, the seat 
of the earl of· Northumberland. The castle is beautifully 
situated on an eminence, and it is surrounded by a higli 
wall at a distance, which encloses, I presume, rtearly 300 
acres of ground, all laid out for grazing. The whole has 
a most magnificent appearance. From 'Alnwick to Ber
wick is 27 miles. In the whole distance, from Newcastle 
to Berwick, the country presents a pretty uniform appear
ance. The soil, except at some particular places, is ra
ther thin. There are high lands to the vvest, and to the 
east is the German ocean, along whiGh the road runs 
within a few miles the whole way. Towards Berwick, it 
is almost close along shore. 

Berwick is situated on the Tweed, near the border of 
Scotland, and is· a pretty populous, but irregularly built 
town, and carries on considerable manufactures. But it 
is chiefly remarkable for the salmon fisheries, which are 
very extensive, and employ a number of small vessels in 
the London trade, called Berwick smacks. 

A few miles from Berwick, we passed the Scottish 
border, at which a house was pointed out, where n~atrimo~ 
nial contracts are made on the same principle as at Gretna 
Green. After passing this place, the road leaves the sea
coast, and crosses the country through elevated lands, but 
apparently pretty fertile, and under excellent cultivation; 
and this continues to Dunbar, towards · which the road 
approaches the coast of the Firth of Forth. 

Dunbar is a pretty large and ancient town, finely situ
ated on the Forth, from whence there is an elegant view 
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of the singular rock called the Bass, North-Berwick Law, 
the coasts of the firth, and the interior of the county of 
Fife. It is 11 miles from Berwick to Haddington, a consi~ 
derable place, .and 16 miles more to Edinburgh, the capi.., 
tal of Scotland. In all this distance the soil is excellent, 
and the agriculture in the most improved state. We 
reached Edinburgh at 10 o'clock at night, having travelled 
this day 120 miles. 

, Edinburgh is, without exception, the most beautiful 
city that I have yet seen. Its situation is singular. To 
the eastward of the city is a conical hill, called Arthur's 
Seat. Its base is probably about half a mile in diameter, 
and it is 700 feet high. To the north-west of this is a 
ridge of hills called Salisbury Craigs, probably about one 
third of a mile in length, and about 3 50 feet high, having 
a steep acclivity on the west, which overhangs the eastem 
part of the city. Near the foot of these the city commenc 
ces, and from thence the High-street rups due west about 
a mile, rising at an angle of about 10 degrees from the, 
horizon, and at its extremity is terminated by the Castle, 
on a rock, from whence there is a perpendicular descent 
of about 350 feet. This ridge is only of sufficient breadth 
on the top to form the street, from whence it immediately 
falls by a steep descent on both sides, and nearly to a level 
with the foot of the High-street. To the south, a narrow 
street, called the Cowgate, runs in the hollow, and, be
yond it, the ground again immediately rises, and spreads 
out into an open plain, on which stands the south part of 
the town. The hollow to the north is called the North 
Loch, because it was once filled with water, but it is 
now drained ; and to the north of it the ground rises, and 
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spreads· out into a fine plain, on which · the New Town is 

built. 
To the east of the New Town there is a smaller hill, 

called Calton Hill, which is public ·property; and affords 

fine walks, and most agreeable prospects. 
The Old Town is remarkable for its singular configu

ration, and lofty houses, some of them 14 stories high; 
and the New Town, whether we view it in regard to the 
elegance of its plan, or the regularity, symmetry, and 
beauty of its buildings, is, beyond all comparison, the 
most elegant city I ever saw. 

The Old and New Towns are connected by the North 
Bridge, an elegant building, which crosses the North 
Loch; and a fine street is continued across the High
street, and, by the South Bridge crosses the Cowgate, and 
connects the south part with the north · part. This bridge 
has elegant buildings on each side, except at the middle, 
where they are interrupted by the Cowgate ; and here the 
yiew is as singular as can well be imagined: being ele
vated on the bridge, you see the busy inhabitants below, 
to the east and west, the whole length of the street. 

Leith is considered as the port of Edinburgh, and is 
connected with it by a very broad avenue, nearly two 
miles long·, called Leith VValk. The whole population of 
Edinburgh and Leith ·n-as, in 1801, 82,560. 

The whole adjacent country abounds in rich scenery, 
and well cultivated fields and gardens; and from its pecu
liar copfiguration, it exhibits a greater variety of fine Yiews 
than any other place I have ever seen. 

Edinburgh is the seat of the supreme court, and the 
law has become a fashionable study mnono· the nobilitv b J 

i:\Dd gentry of Scotland ; the greater part of whom have 
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t,heit winter residence in the city. This circumstance not 

only affords a permanent fund for the, support of the city, 
but forms an assemblage of beauty and fashion rarely 
equalled, and the winter assemblies and fashionable 1)arties 
have a brilliancy and splendour not to be found, probably, 
in any other part of the world. 

The seminaries of education, and other literary and 
scientific institutions, are known and prized all over the 

the world. As the city draws its permanent sup:1ort from 

land, it has- not its dependence on foreign commerce, like 
the manufacturing and commercial cities. Though the 
manufactures are considerable,, they are mostly calculated 
for internal trade. 

The state of society is, generally speaking, excellent6 
The people are welt informed, frank, and generous. Agf 
to the ladies, they are elegant to a proverb. Those who 

have ever been on " Leith Walk in the gloaming~" can 
hear witness to their " angelic forms," their " rosy com
plexions," and their " witching smiles." But as I might 
be accused of partiality for my fair countrywomen, ,._-ere 
I to speak my mind on this subject, I shall take my leave 
of the Edinburgh ladies, by addressing the younger part 
of them in the words of Robert Burns : 

God make ye guid as well as braw, 

And send ye lads in plenty. 

I left the capital of Scotlanp. at 4 o'clock in the after., 
noon, and reached Glasgow, 42 miles distant, a quarter 
before 10, which was pretty quick travelling. I have fre
quently heard it remarked, that the Telegraph, by which 
I travelled, is under better regulations than any public 
coach in Scotland, e.xcept the Mail. In the first 10 or 12 
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miles of this journey, the country is pretty rich. The next 
14 miles, it is cold and bleak, and but little cultivated. To. 
-wards Glasgow, the soil again improves; but, generally 
speaking-, the lands are much inferior to what they are in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 
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CHAPTER XL VIII. 

Glasgow,-Stirling,-Creijf,-Methven,-Perth. 

HAVING completed my shipments, I had now little else 
to do but wait the return, and of course could pay some 
attention to public matters. The plans of the new minis-

. try soon began to develope themselves. One of the most 
successful engines which they had used to oust their pre .. 
decessors, was to charge them with want of energy ; and· it 
became necessary for them to support their character by 
adopting energetic measures. Accordingly a great big ex
pedition was prepared, with much solemnity and parade ; 
and having looked about in all directions for an object to 
wreck the vengeance of the nat~on upon, they hit upon 
Denmark. Denmark was a neutral and friendly power; 
but that was of no i1nportance, they could there strike a 
blow with effect, and convince the world of the tremen
dous power 9f Britain, and the energy of her ministers. 
The blow was struck, and a terrible blow it was for Den
mark; but it was more terrible still to Britain 7 it laid her 
honour' low in the dust, and pointed her out as the enemy 
of the civilized world. 

I dreaded that the next blow would be struck at· Ame~ 
rica ; and so it was-but in a different form : it was a blow 
at neutral trade. The famous orders in council made their 
appearance on the 11th of November, 1807, and at one fell 
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.swoop prostrated the once flourishing trade of Britain and 
America at the feet of Bonaparte. 

People of all ranks were astonished at these proceedings 
of the cabinet. 'It was some time, indeed, before the nature 
of the orders in council was understood, such was the re
markable obscurity of the language in which they were 
drawn, and orders followed upon orders for a month, or 
six weeks, to explain them. But their effect~ were soon 
felt. To me it was evident that the American people· ne. 
ver would submit to them; and I thought I had good rea
sons for forming that opinion. I had recently returned from 
America. I had· ardently studied the genius and power, of 
that people. I knew that their spirit of stern independence 
would never .submit to be dictated to where they should 
carry their own goods in their own vessels. I calculated 
that they had power to do without British trade, if they 
were drivei1 to it. I trembled for the result, and I weep
ed by anticipation at the ruin of a business that I had or
ganized with such labour, and in ,vhich all my capital and 
all my credit were embarked! But a solitary individual, 
what could I do! those ~;\;;ho wielded the power of the. 
country had passed the law, and it was the fiat of fate. 
There vrns still a faint gliinmering of hope left, that parlia
ment might, in its ·wisdom, repeal the orders in council; 
and judging it expedient to contribute my mite of know
ledge to an illustrious 3.ncl independent member of that ho
nourable body, I VvTote the letter in the Appendix, No. 2. 
In drawing this letter, I considered it my duty to give a 
'Short sketch .of the view ,vhich my observations led me to 
take of the American character, not 01~ly as an act of gra-

. titude for the kind h?spitality of that people, but because 
jl was the fashi.on of the day, and supported by one of the 
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most popular of ·the periodical writers, to traduce and vi. 
lify the country by every lying story that could be laid 

\ 

hold of. 
,, This letter was drawn up about the 20th of January, but 

, it was not sent off before the 27th, by which tinie we had 
the news of the first fruits of the orders in council-· -the 
American embargo ; and this brought matters, as far as I 
was concerned, to issue., I ki1ew from my letters that our 
funds would be locked up in Georgia ; I could calculate 
upon no time for a return; so I made the best~ arrange
ment that I could devise, under existing circumstances, 
and resolved to wait with as much patience as I could for 
the result. · 

Having completed this arrangement, I took a journey to 
see my relations in the east country~ 

On' the 12th of March, 1808, I left Glasgow by the 
~tage for Stirling, distant 27 miles. The first 13 miles is 
through a pretty good country to the village or'Cumbe~nauld, · 
principally occupied by muslin weavers. Two miles be
yond this the road passes the Forth ~\n.d Clyde canal, a 
work of great utility, by which there is a sloop navigation 
from one side of the island to the other. Four miles from 
thence there is an extensive printfield, after which the road 
passes through~ dreary moor, till within two or three miles 
of Stirling, when the Carse commen~es, one of the most 
fertile spots in Scotland. 

Stirling is situated on the Forth, at the head of sloop 
navigation, and is a place of great, antiquity, having been 
long the residence of the Scottish kings, and is distin
guished in the history of the wars with England. It is si
tuated on a hill, somewhat like Edinburgh, terminated by 
a castle, from whence there is one of the most magnificent 
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vi~ws in Scotland. Stirling coµtains about 5200 peop1ez 
who carry on cons~derable manufactures, of which ccirp<:t~. 

ing is the chief. 
From. Stirling to Dumblane i~ six m.iles, and the road 

winds through a country as romantic as can well be ima. 
gin~d. It is the opening, of the Ochill Hills, iµ which is 
the confh1enc~ of three considerable rivers, the forth, tl1e 

t~ith, and the Allan. 
Dumblane i& situated on the 'lq~ter, and is a small plac~,, 

aboqnding in little dirty houses, but ornamented with t~~ re
mai~1s of an old cathedral.. From hence the road continues 
alongthe n9rth side of the Sheriff Moor, well known in Scot
tish hIStory,' 11 miles, when it winds to the northward, ai1q 

proceeds through t1,1e Moor of Orchill, a yery elevated co11n
try, from the summit of which there is an exte11sive view, 
whence I cpuld descry the seat of my ~1ativity, QO miles 
distant. 

Passing Muthil, a s]illalJ village, the cou,ntry improves 
for two miles to the ba,nks of ~he (iver Em, which we cross
ed by a good stone bridge, and the1;1 ascended a pret~y steep 
acclivity of h~lf a mile, ,vhere,_ loftily situated, on the brow 
of a hill, is the village of CR 1 E FF. 

Thi~ is but a small place, but ~-~ was interesting to me 
as being the country of my ancestors. X spent some little 
ti_me among my relatiorn;;, -and then set -forwa;rd for Meth
ven, distant 11 miles. The country between Crieff and 

Methveo is tolerably good, and a turnpike 1·oad has lat~Iy 
9een made, which renders travelling very pleasant and: ex
peditious. 

Having spent a, few days at this place, I shall avail my
self of the opportunity to introduce an accou.nt of my Il4· 

tive parish, which . will serve to illustrate the p¥ish esta_b
lishment of Scotland generally. 
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The village of Methven is situated six miles to tlie 
westward of Perth: the parish is bounded by Fowlis on : 
t~e ,vest and itorth; by Moneidy and . Redgorton on the 
east ; and Tipperm.oor on the south. Its extreme length'. 
is about seven miles, and breadth three. Its area is about 
19 square miles, and its contents in: acres 12,100. 

The surface is imdulating, some part of it hilly, but not 
mountainous ; it is well ,supplied with rivulets and spri'ngs; 
and die river Almond, a rotna11fic stream, abounding in'. 
falls and mill-seats, runs along its whole northern botm
.dary' a distance of six or seven miles. 

The soil is very·unequal. About five -.square ·miles con.;. 
sist of moor, which is· unfit for cultivation, but affords 
fa1rf and heath for fuel, ahd some little grazing. Two 
miles consist of moss, which is altogether unfit for any 
agric~-ltural p11rpose ; but affords excellent fuel, called 
there peats~ Two miles ate in wood, called· the wood of 
Methven. One mile is occupied with the policies of Meth
ven castle, and: abot1t as tnt1ch with those of Balgowan. 
Of the eight remaining miles, one third may be reckoned 
rather poor, but the remainder is good fertile land~ 

The whole parish is owned by two proprietors, thence 
called heritors. Col9nel Smith, of Methven, has the 
largest portion; probably not less than three fourths, and 
the rem:ainder belongs · to the celebrated general Graham, 
of Balgowan~ There was until 'lately another proprietor, 
who owned an estate called Tippermalloch, consisting of 
about 700 acres of excellent land;' but not being entailed, 
it was· sold, on his demise, by his heirs, to· Smith of Meth
ven, for £. 17,000. 

The present population is 1280 males, and 1373 fe. 
males, in all 2653; being nearly 140 to the square mile; 



Tll.AVELS IN 

· which is a gteat population, when we consider the small 
quantity of good l~nd in the parish. The total number 
of families is 577; pf these, 137 are employed in agricul
ture ; the remainder in trades and manufactures. The 
number of inhabited houses is 447, of which 149 are in 
the village of Methven. The number of families in the 
village is 243; 25 of whom are employed in agriculture, 
the' rest in manufactures, trades, &c.. The total number 
of inhabi.tants in the village is 950 ; of whom 100 are wea. 
vers, 18 shoemakers, 17 masons, 9 taylors, 10 wrights 
(carpenters), 4 stock.ihg-makers, 2 clock-makers, 2 butch
ers, and 7 store-keepers. 

The whole land in the parish being entailed, the farmers,: 
occupy the1r farms on rent froill; t~e l)roprietors; and land 
lets .at present from£· 1 10s. to£. 3 5s. sterling, annu
ally, per Scots acre, which is about one fifth more than an 
English acre. The farms are generally let on leases of 19 
years. 

The legal provision for the minister of the parish con
sists of a house, called the manse ; about SO acres of land, 
called t~e glebe; and the remainder is paid by the heri
tors, who generally indemnify themselves by assessing it _ 
on the -farmers to whom they let the land., The whole 
of the minister's income in this 1parish, is about £. 300. 
The average in Scotland, generally may be reckoned about 
£. 200. In every parish there is what is called a patron, 
who has the gift of presentation; that is, when a vacancy 
takes place, he provides a candidate of his choice, and pre
sents him to the people. If they_ ve>te for him, he is thence-. · 
forth minister of the patish; if they are dissatisfied, he is 
settled as minister of the parish, whether they will or not. 
In consequence of this law, a great schisni 'took plaee in 
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the. church, and in almost every populous parish there is a 

seceder meeting. In this parish nearly two thirds of the 

people. are seceders. 
The schoolmaster is appointed by the heritors, and· the 

legal provision in thi~ parish is a house, school-house, and 
a garden. A small income arises from the office of session 

clerk ; and, I believe, there are some little perquisites be

sides. The remainder of the income arises from the quar

terly payments of such as go to . school. It is now one 

shilling and six-pence per quarter, but in my young days 
it was only one shilling. The seceders have sometimes 

a schoolmaster, and sometimes not. The office is gene

rally filled by one of their young men, who is a candidate 

f?r the µiinistry ;· but, from.the necessary time.that he must 
-devote to other studies, it cannot be supposed that the es
tablishment will be equal to tp.e other, where there is a set

tled teacher ; though it answers the purpose,
1 
of inducing 

the settled teacher to pay more close attention to his 

duty. 
I cannot better explain the order of the school and 

church, and their connexion one with another, than by giv

ing a short sketch of the plan followed in my early life, . 

which will also explain the moral economy of the parish. 

When I was five years of age, we lived a little more 
than half a mile from the village-; and I was sent to school 
along with an elder brother. The first book used in · the 

school was the Shorter Catechism, which cost one half
penny. The next in order was the Proverbs, price one 

penny; the third was the New Testament, price seven

pence or eight-pence. I went through the first two books, 

of course, and at seven years of age ,vas in the New Tes

tament, at which time we removed to the village. The 
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next gradation was the bible, accompanied by writing, aM 
from thence to Latin and arithmetic ; the writing being 
continued. The hour of attendance in the morning was 
9 o'dock in summer, and 10 o'clock in winter; and the 

school was opened by a short prayer. We had an interval 

from I to 2, and were dismissed at 6 o'clock in summer; 

and in winter· a little before dark ; when we ha:d again a 
short prayer. The Saturdays were devoted to repeat ques

tions in the catechism; and on Sunday, besides attendance 

at church, which was strictly enjoined, we ood to geta 

psalm by heart, which we repeated in the scho0l on Mon.: 
day morning. Those farther advanced in education, got 
by heart the ptdofs to, the Shorter Catechism ; a~d some

times we were appointed to repeat them in church; after 

the morning service. -

The people assembled to church at 10 o'clock in the 

rooming, when the exercise began by singing from a t<il2 

lines of the S-cots psalms. The schoolmaster was' pre~ 

centor, and all the people joined, often forming a most 

melodious concert. After singing, the minister prayed, and 

then read , a portion of the scriptures, on which he gave a: 

lecture, which :generally lasted about 40 minutes. Wheri 

it was finished, he gave out another psalm to be sung, a11d 

this was called the mid.psalm. The minister then prayed, 

gave a sermon, and a prayer after it. He then gave ouf 

another psalm, and, with a benediction, dismissed the con

gregation. 

If there were any children to be baptised, they were 
presented immediately after singing the last psalm ; . and 

this was performed with great solemnity, in the face of the 
whole congregation. The parent was admonished to train· 

up the child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord-
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tq b~ exelllpl;:t,ry iJJ his family, and to give the child an 
yq.4cati9n according to l1is circumstances; which having 
assented to, the child was admitted q merµber of the church 
1:Jy baptism, perform~d by sprinkling water on the face. 
In summer there was an interval of about an hour, when 
the congregation again wet, and the afterpoon exercise was 
~qnclucted in the same w:,:i.y, with th;e exception of the 
lecture fllld mid-psql,rz. 

The worship in the seceder qhllrch was performed ex
:JCtly in th~ same wc1.y, but was longer continued; and they 
h~d ~m in.terval both in summer and winter. 
, Th~ religious tenets,, Qf the parish were calvinistic, in 
whicµ th~ established church were pretty liberal; but the 
~eceders were very rigid and austere. No part of the 
d.iscipl~ne however had any tendency to clash with the 
established foibits of the people, except· that which pro .. 
l_libite9- pro.1nisc11,07!,s dancing ; th~t, is, men and w·omen 
dancing together. We ·had-for my mother wa;s a seceder>: 
and I was q11e of course-'. -we had frequen~ a9-dresses from 
the pulpit qn the profanity of this exercise, and the old 
¢ouce elders and " u,nco guid" of the congregation ·were 
everlastingly admonishing the young and the gay against 
the "awful judgment like sin, of disregarding the cove
nants :;1nd standards of the church;" but so. they mightc 
The young and the gay would hear them, a11d · sometimes. 
look douce on the occasion too; but let a fiddle and bass 
strike up to the tune of '' The Highlandman kissed his 
mither," or the "Cameronian's rant," the heart .. inspiring 
strain would immediately vibrate through every avenue of 
the body; the yo.ung peasants, and often the old ones; 
would im!Jlediately start up and dance; nor would they 
have desisted (I speak of my young days), I verily believe, 
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although Mess John had been in the room, ready to deliver 
tnem o~er to Satan, and his sooty darkness at his elbow, 

ready to execute the mandate. 
For my own part, I was passionately fond of Scottish 

inusic and dancing, from the earliest period of my remem
brance, and we had most delectable music in the parish; 
There,was a man of the name of John Bowie, who played 
delightfully on the fiddle; and his brother Peter was 
equally celebrated on the bass. They performed at all the 
weddings round, and a ,wedding could not be held with .. 
out music and dancing. To these it was the fashion for 
the young boys, for many· miles round, to go; and I never 
failed to embrace every opportunity that presented itself. 
Often, on a stormy winter night, have l walked three or 
four miles,· plashing away through "dub and mire;" but 
the moment that t~1e sound of the fiddle reached my ears, 
it would set my heart a capering so, that I could hardly 
withstand the , temptation to dance in the open fields, a 
quarter of a mile distant from the scene of action. 

I cannot devote more room to delineate the peculiar 
manners of the Scottish peasants. I shall therefore only 
observe here, that those in our parish were, generally speak
ing, sober, discreet, and virtuous; and r~ferrin~; to the 
Appendix, No. 3, for further particulars, I shall close 
this article by an extract from the celebrated Scottish bard· 
-Robert Burns. 

0 ScoTIA ! my dear, my native soil! 

For whom my warmest wish to heaven is sent! 
Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil 

13e bl est with health, and peace, and sweet content! 
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And, 0 ! may heaven their simple lives prevent 

From luxury's contagion, weak and vile t 
That howe'er cro<tvns and ~oronets be rent, 

A VIRTUOUS POPULACE may rise the ,vhile, 

And stand a wall of fire around their much-loved IsLE. 

329 

From Methven I went to Perth, where I had served 
my apprenticeship to business, and spent a number of my 
early years. The country is well cultivated, and abounds 
with fim~ scenery. The eastern part of the river Almond 
abounds with printfields and bleachfields, and a large canal 
is carried from it, about three miles, to· supply the town 
with water, on which there are very important works 
erected. 

Perth is situated on the river Tay, at the head of tide 
water, and is 0!1e of the handsomest towns in Scotland. 
The scenery around it is very rich, and the_public property? 
· consisting of two fine fields, called the North and South 
Inches, are not only ornamental, but highly useful to the 
t_own ; affording fine walks, and bleaching and grazing 
gr~unds. To the east is. the hill of Kinnoul, about 800 

feet high, and on the opposite side of the Tay, is the hill 
of Moncrieff, from whence there are some of the richest 
views in Scotland. There is an elegant stone bridge across 
the Tay at Perth, which adds much to the convenience 

and beauty of the town. 
Perth contains about 15,000 people, who are principally 

employed in trades and manufactures, which are carried 
on with great spirit ; particularly in linen and cotton. 
There are valuable fishings upon the Tay, which keep a 
number of vessels employed in the London trade ; and 
ship-building is carried on to a considerable extent. 
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The system of education is upon an excellent footing, 
particularly the academy, at which is taught a college 
education in . minature, and it has furnished more good 
mathematical scholars, calculated for the ordinary occupa. 
tions of life, than any other seminary that has ever come 
under my observation. 

Having spent ,a few days in this place, I set out by the 
coach for Methven, and, bidding adieu to my relations, I 
continued my journey to Glasgow. 
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CHAPTER XLIX • 

.'f1dinburgh,-Dundee,-Falkland. · 

I MENTIONED in the last chapter, that I had made the 
best arrangement I could under existing circumstances ; 
but to carry it into full effect, was attended with a good 
deal of difficulty ; and I was obliged, in consequence, to 
take a journey to the east country. I accordingly left 
Glasgow on the 5th of July, and travelled by the coach 
to Edinburgh. Next morning, I crossed the Forth 
at Leith. The Forth is here seven miles broad, encreas-
ing in breadth to the eastward, and contracting to the 
westward ; and there are several islands in it, but of no 
great extent. The whole presents a very picturesque view .. 
The packets generally make a passage in from 40 minutes 
to an hour ; and they are under such good regulations, 
and so cautiously conducted, that from time immemorial 
none of them have been lost. 

Kinghorn, on the north side of the Forth, is a stnall 
town, built on high ground, sloping towards the Forth, of 
which, and of Edinburgh and Leith, on the opposite side, 
it has a fine view. 

Four miles to the eastward is Kirkaldy, a long strag
gling town, built mostly on one street, close along the 
shore; and here there are considerable manufactures of 
hemp, flax, and cotton; particularly of checks and ticks,, 
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A mile· beyond this, on the height, is Pathhead, where 

a great deal of weaving is done, principally for the Kirkal. 
dy manufacturers. A mile to the east is Dysart, a little 
town remarkable for its coal-works; and the whole coast to 
the eastward is studded with towns, containing from 200 

to 4.,00 people. 
From Pathhead, I travelled 16 miles to Cupar, through 

a variegated country, abounding in hill and dale, woods and 
small rivulets. The soil is pretty good, and the system. 
of agriculture is in a very advanced state. 

Cupar is the county town, and is a populous and thriv.
ing place, having considerable manufactures ; particularly 
oflin~ngoods, such as silesias and oznaburgs. The COUil· 

try1. in its neighbourhood is remarkably well cultivated, 
and the farmers have every appearance of wealth, and its 
usual concomitant-independence. 

From Cupar, I travelle,d 11 miles to Dundee, and, be
ing on horseback, I took the nearest road, which led me 
over a hilly tract of country ; but the soil was fertile, and 
it was every where covered with fine fields of grain, parti-
cularly :wheat. . 

. While I :was enjoying this scenery, and contemplating 
the bounty of Providence, I was joined by a very commu~ 
nicative, garrulous friend, who told me he was a pla~terer 
in Dundee. He began a long talk about Arp.erica, part of 
·which I knew before, and part of which was never known 
by mortal man. But it was all gospel in my friend's eyes. 
He had it from the best authority : he could not be mis
taken.-· Among other tales, he mentioned that a gentle
man, of the name of Miller, had left a good trade in Dun
dee to go to America} and had settled in the back woods 
among the savages ; and yet he had come back to try 
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to get his_ wife to go out also ; alleging that it was a bet
ter c9untry than this! "But," added he, "I'm very well 
pleased where I am, and inten~ to remain in Dundee." 

On drawing towards our place. of destination,_ the road 
descends by a winding course of considerable extent, from 
whence there is a beautiful view of .the Firth of Tay, 
which we crossed by a ferry nearly three miles broad, and 
immediately entered the town of Dundee, where I stopped 
for the night. 

Dundee is a large town, containing upwards of 26,000 
inhabitants, who have extensive and well-organized manu
factures of hemp, flax, and cotton ; particularly cotton
bagging, sail-cloth, oznaburgs, and coloured threads. It 
is one of the principal shipping ports in the east of Scot
land, and carries -on a considerable trade to the Baltic, from 
which the principal raw materials for the manufactures are 
drawn. 

I soon finished my business here, and returned to Cu
par. From thence I travelled to Auchtermouchty, about 
nine miles to the westward, through a tolerably fertile 
country. Here also there are considerable linen manufac
tures. My business was soon finished at this place, and 
I immediately set out for Edinburgh. The only place of 
note that I passed was FALK LAN n, once the residence of 
the kings of ~cotland. The remains of the palace are 
still to be seen, but it is a miserable pile ofbuilding, hav
ing a room or two occupied as a carpenter's shop; not
withstanding, it has a hereditary l.ceeper, with a considera
ble salary! 

One of the beautiful Lomond hills rises immediately to 
the south of Falkland, and reaches an el~vation of about 
1200 feet. Seven or eight miles t0 the -westward is the 
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other, and there is a continued ridge between them, which 
affords pasture for a great many sheep. 

The whole of the county of Fife abounds with coal, 
'iron, and other minerals. 

I reached Edinburgh in the evening, and next day re. 
turned to Glasgow. 
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CHAPTER L. 

G!asgow,-Edinburgh,-Mr. Fox's birth-day. 

THE orders in council still continued their baleful ope
ration, and I was kept in a state of inactivity most uncon
genial to my established habits. But there was no help : 
" the king willed it ; " and I was obliged to submit. 

Under this disagreeable feeling, I was glad to avail my
self of any active and rational amusement ; and two much
valued friends, one of them a merchant of Liverpoql, hav
ing invited me to take a jaunt to Edinburgh, I accepted 
'it with pleasure; the more so, as I heard that the birth
day of Mr. Fox was to be celebrated within a few days. 

We left Glasgow on the 20th of January, 1809. Mr. 
· 'Fbx's birth-day was celebrated, by the whig party in 
Edinburgh, on the 24th. Being acquainted with several 
members of that illustrious body, I applied for tickets for 
my Liverpool friend and myself; and we joined the party 
accordingly. A friend, who had assisted in arranging the 
music, and whose place was to be opposite the band, that 
he might give the necessary instructions, obligingly ac
commodated us with seats beside himself; so that we 
were placed in a favourable situation for observation. 

The company, nearly 200 in number, assembled at 6 
o'clock. Mr. Maul, of Panmure, took the chair; sir 
Harry · Moncrieff was chaplain. The company generally, 
in point of respectability of character, liberality of senti-
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:i:nent, and brilliancy of intellect, ranked high among the 
living characters of the present day. What a blessing it 
would be for mankind, thought I, if the councils of states 
could be animated by the spirit, and actuated by the con. 
duct, of such men! But -Providence has (no doubt for 
wise reasons, though inscrutable to us) ordered it other. 
wise, and we must submit, and hope for -better days. 

The first toast, " The glorious and immortal mem~ry 
pf Charles James Fox," was drank in silence, and stand. 
ing. This was followed by a dirge from the band of vo. 
cal music ; after which vve had the song of " · Scots wha 
hae wi' Wallace bled," · followed by the air to which Bums 
originally composed it, by the inimitable. band of Natha. 
niel Gow ; and. so mournfully pathetic did they play it, 
that it brought a plentiful shower of tears . from the eyes 
of many of the company. 

Every toast was followed by music, and never -did I 
hear music more elegant or better arranged. Nathaniel 
Gow, a son of the celebrated Niel Gow, led the band,and, 
to -use the.language-of my Liverpool friend, he" handled 
his elbow in great style ;" and was well supported byithe 

· other performeJ'.'.S, 
The notice of a few of the leading sentiments, with th~ 

music that followed, will serve to · illustrate the spirit 
of the company. 

ToAsT-. The whig party of Scotland. 
Music-Whigs of Fife. 
To As T-\Vhigs of England. 
lJ{usic-. 0 the roast beef of Old England~ 
To As T-,,-\Vhigs of Ireland. 
JJ£usic-EriI1 go bragh. 
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ToAst-A speedy adjustment of our differences with 
America, and justice to foreign powers. 

Music-Yankee Doodle. 
It may not be improper here to show the degree of esti

mation in which lord MelviHe was held by the whigs of 
Scotland. 

The chairman stated, that he had lately perceived cer .. 
tain allu_sions to his lordship in the newspapers, supposed 
to be pr~paratory to the introduction of that nobleman to 
his majesty's councils; he wouild therefore propose, as a 
,toast, 

May lord Melville be exalted according to his merit. 
The music played Tyburn Tree; and this was followed 

by a satirical song, 'beginning 

" Tak ye tent, my guid chiel) o' my bonny Mark Sprott.u 

Before ileaving Edinburgh; we heard the melancholy 
account of the battle of •Corunna, and the sacrifice of one 
of the most gallant of Britannia's sons, sir John Moore .. 
And for what ?-to support the independence of Spain 
and P0rtugaU -say the British ministry. To support the 
same ministry in -power, and their adherents in. place·! says 
sober reason. 

· The weather -was dreadfully cold during our stay at 
·Edinburgh, the thermometer being one day as low as 2° .. 
On our way to Glasgow, the snow was so deep, that, 
during a considerable part of the journey, -we had ,six 
horses in the carriage, 

, V-Or,. r. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

Journey to Ireland,--Port Patrick,-Belfast,-Dundrum 
Bay,-Newry. 

A PERIOD was at last put to my state of inactivity. 
On the 17th of July, as I walked along the street, the 
carrier put a packet of letters into my h::mds, which bore 
the post-mark of Castle~ Wellan, in Ireland. On opening 
it, I found it contained an invoice and bill of lading of a 
carg,o of cotton, shipped by the Lucy from Savannah; but 
_the vessel "vas bound to Liverpool, and there was nothing 
to explain why my letters should have been put ashore at 
Castle-W ellan. I dreaded a shipwreck, and made imme. 
diate preparations to go to Ireland. 

I left Glasgow by the mail stage on the 19th, and, tra
velling through a tolerably fertile country about 7 miles, 
passed through a chain of barren hills, of no great height, 
about 7 miles more. Eight miles beyond this is Kilmar
nock,, and towards it the country is a little improved. 

Kilmarnock is a straggling, dirty, little carpet-manufa'c~ 
tory place, which merits no other notice, than as being 
doomed to immortality by Robert Burns.. 

l{ilmarnock wabsters, ficlge an' claw; 
An' pour your creeshie nations i 

An' ye wha leather rax an' draw, 
Of a' denominations ; 
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Swith to the laigh kirk ane an' a', 

An' there tak up your stations, 
Then aff to Bigbie's in a raw, 

And pour divine libati~ns 
For joy this day. 

339 

We stopped at the said Bigbie's, and, for the humour of 
the thing, I called for a libation of porter; but there was 
no joy in the dri1i.king of it-i:t was sour, stale, and spirit"' 
less. 

From Kilmarnock to Ayr is 12 miles: the road is very 
good, but the country is poor, although it certainly bears 
an excellent crop of " bonny lasses : " the women of Ayr,.. 
shire are beautiful. 

On entering the town of Ayr, every thing that I saw re
minded me of my favourite bard. The "Dungeon Clock'' 
and" Wallace Tower,"the· "twa steeples," could be seen. 
at a distance, and I passed by the "New Brig," where a 
little way up the stream I saw the "Auld Brig;" and the 
whole scenery brought the extraordinary dialogue between 
the " Brigs of Ayr" fresh to my recollection. 

Ayr has no manufactures for America, and I had not a 
moment to view the town ; so, procuring a chaise, I posted 
all night towards Port Patricke The night was dark, damp, 
and dismal; but my haste wou,ld brook no delay. I hur
ried on : at midnight I was at Girvan, at daylight, at Bal
lantrae, and, at 8 o'clock, I breakfasted on the easeside of 
L?ch Ryan. From thence the road passes through a poor, 
moory country to Port Patrick, which I reached at one 
o'clock. 

Here I was informed that the packet had not sailed for 
five days, ~uch had been the violence of the weather; and 
that a number of passengers were in waiting, one of them 
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a gentleman of my acquaintance from Glasgow, bound to 
Ireland on an errand of the same nature as my own. It was 
Sunday, and the gentlemen were at church; but I was told 
they would soon returh, when they would take dinner, and 
the packet would sail immediately after. I was rejoiced at 
this.intelligence, and ran up stairs to shave and clean myself; 
but the despatch was greater than I had been led to ima
gine, for I had only got my beard half off when I was in. 
formed that I must immediately go on board the packet, 
or lose my passage ; I therefore buckled up my trumpery, 
and, in the sty le that the Israelite messengers ,vers; once 
presented to their king, half shaved .half not, I presented 
myself on board the packet-boat, and she immediately got 
under way. 

PoR T PATRIC!{ is one of the most singular ports I 
ever satv. The tpwn consists of a-few houses only, and 
the harbout. is a small inlet among a latge mass of rugged 
rocks. The whole coast is lofty and lined ,vith rocks; 
and this harbour, small as it is, is the only place where a 
boat could land for many miles, on which account it is one 
·of the great thoroughfares to Ireland, where the mail pack
ets daily cross. The mode by which they warp the boats 
~ut and in, is very ingenious and singular. 

The ,t-ind was almost tight ahead, and the swell consi
derable, but ,ve got warped out, and put to sea. For the 
first few. hours the weather vv7 as pretty moderate, and we 
got about half-way across, when the wind increased to a 
very severe gale, which conthmed all night and great part 
of next day. The passengers in the cabin were mostly all 
sick, and in all my passages across the Atlantic I never 
suffered so much. But in the steerage it was more seri
ous. The captain was obljged to shut the ,hatches; and, 
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the vessel being crowded with passengers, some of them 
were almost stiffied to death. In this way we were b{'.at 
about in the channel for 24 hours, often within a few miles 
of the Irish coast, though we could not reach it; and finally 

we were obliged to put back to Port Patrick. 

Two days thereafter we had a fair wind, which vvafted 
us over 27 miles, in a few hours; and we set foot on Pad~ 
dy' s dominions just as it began to get dark. 

The degree of prejudice that is artfully kept alive in Bri
tain against Ireland would hardly be believed by those who 
are not acquainted with it ; and such w-as the effect it had 
produced on me, that though l did not believe the twen
tieth part of the stories that were told of the '' wild Irish,'' 
yet, on landing at Donaghadee, I had considerable appre
hensions as to my personal safety; and nothing could have 
induced me to travel alone at that hour of the night in a 
post-chaise. I therefore availed myself of the company of 
my Glasgow friend, whose business was equally urgent as 
my own: we posted all night by Belfast and Hillsborough; 
and at daylight arrived at Bainbridge. Here we parted, 
he to go to Wexford; I took a post-chaise, and drove on 
with all the despatch that a pair of very sorry horses would 
carry me, to Dundrum bay. 

On my way thither I learned the unfortunate fate of the 
vessel, and, on reaching the spot, I found her lying a total 
wreck on the shore, and the inhabitants collected to a pub,., 
lie sale of her materials. 

The supercargo assured me that all the cargo 1vas safe; 
it was all landed to be sure, but on examination I found it 
so completely drenched with sea-,vater, that it was very 
questionable whether it would bring one-third of its value, 

and the expences I found would be excessfre. My first 
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impression was, that we should sell off' the whole on the 
spot, and the agent and I had an advertisement drawn up 
to that effect; but this not meeting the approbation of my 
friends in Britain, nor the owners of the other parts of the 
cargo, I reluctantly yielded up my opinion to theirs, and 
agreed to ship it to Liverpool: in consequence of this de~ 
termination, I was detained eight weeks in Ireland. 

As our agent lived at Newry, I had frequent occasion 
to go there, and I found him a most hospitable man, frank, 
frier:dly, and obliging. The morning after my arrival he 
carried me to the coffee-house, where there was an animat
ed debate , concerning a newspaper; and which subjectJ 
though apparently trifling, actually involved the catholic 
question. One of the subscribers, a very respectable mer
chant Jn the place, was charged with a breach of the rules, 
by abstracting the public papers for his own private use. 
The charge was founded on the trivial circumstance, that 
the gentleman being confined to his bed by indispositioni 
his clerk wished to communicate a piece of very interest
ing intelligence, and carried avvay, with leave of the bar
keeper, one of the papers which contained it, after the' 
room was shut at night, which he returned before it was 
opened in the morning. A common observer would have 
thought that there was really no harm in this : it was calcu
lated to injure nobody; and if there was any blame at all, 
it. rested with the clerk, not the employer. But so did not 
one of the subscribers think. He made it the ground of 
a most serious charge, in ,vhich he overlooked the clerk al
together, and fixed on the employer only. The matter was 
explained, and, as might have been expected, the charge 
was scouted by the good sense of the people. "vVhywas 

it made?" might be asked, with surprise, by those ·who do 
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not know the management of regular governments. The 
gentleman who made it was an officer under government~ 
and a heresy hunter; his antagonist had the audacity to 
be a Roman catholic. · 

Newry is situated on a river called Newry \V atf~r, at 

the head of Carlingford Bay, and enjoys a very considera
ble commerce, especially in the · Liverpool trade. The 

bay is navigable for large vessels, to within a few miles of 
the town, and the navigation is thence continued for smaller 
vessels into the town by a canal, which runs to Lough 
Neagh. The greater part of the town is low, ,and not 
very clean; but part of it is on high ground, on which the 
church stands, with a low squat steeple. The country 
round is hilly, except to the north-west, where it spreads 
. out into fine fertile plains. The peculiar configuration of the 
town and state of society in it, occasioned the following 
lines from the satirical pen of Dean Swift : 

High church,. fow steeple, 
Dirty streets, and proud people. 

Whether the people in ge;neral deserve the character, I 
cannot say ; but those among whom I associated certainly 
did not. I found them frank, affable, polite, and friendly .. 

My business in Ireland proved much more froublesomc 
than was originally anticipated, and I was induced to go 
to Belfast to make some enquiry concerning it. Fron:1. 

Newry to Bainbridge is 10 miles, through a tolerably good 
soil, improving towards the latter place, which is a small 

town, surrounded by fine bleachfields, and has a good 
linen market. Five miles beyond Bainbridge we passed 
Drornore, the seat of one of the Irish bishops ; and four 
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miles from thence we reached ·Hillsborough, findy situated 
in a rich and flourishing country, and containing about 
100 houses. The . church is an elegant building, with a 
very lofty spire ; and the ,vindows' are ·stained, '.in imitation 
of some of the English. cathedrals. This is the seat of 
the Down shire family, one ·of the most wealthy in Ireland. 

Three miles beyond this is Lisburn, a thriv1ng little 
town, in which cotton mmmfactories have -been established 
to a very considerable extent; ·and seven miles from thence, 
'.through a very elegant country, and :highly cultivated, is 
the town of Belfast. 

BEL FA s T is situated at · the head of Belfast Lough/ and 
is a -handsome place, l1aving extensive cotton , and finen 
manufactories, and a very considerable shipping trade. I 
was detained here part of two -days, and found the inhabi
tants very civil and obliging. Those, in particular, with 
whom I had business, ,vere 'uncommonly attentive; 'and 
one gentleman, who ·was a good deal conversant with the 
mode of managing shipwrecks and damaged cotton, agreed 
to pay me a visit at Dundrum Bay, and give me his best 
advice. 1This matter being settled, I returned to Newry. 

We changed horses at Bainbridge, the place where I 
parted, with my friend on my way to Dundrum Bay. 
The hostler, a humorous-looking fellow, recognized me. 
" l/7as not you the gentleman," said -he, " that I got the 
chaise for the t' other morning, and that gave me a :five. 
penny i11 place . of a ten-penny, because he had no more 
change?" "May be so," said I, taki11g my seat in the 
carriage. "And shall I really shut the door?" says, he 
looking -very humorously in my face. "Certainly," said I, 
pretending ignorance of his meaning : "we can't travel 
with the ca1Tiage door open.'~ ~~ vVell nGw,'' said he, sti11 
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holding the door, " who would have expected it from that 
good, generous-looking face?" "By my shout," said I, 
Paddy, (giving him a ten-penny), '' if you Irishmen don't 
make money, it will not be for want of brass." " Och ! 
dear, sure our tongues were never meant ·for the pocket," 
said Paddy, shutting the door with a humorous smile, and 
we drove on. 

From Newry I returned, accompanied by my friend, to 
Dundrum Bay, where I had immense trouble with th€ 

. cargo ; but this subject,though of great importance to me,. 
being of no consequence to the reader, I shall pass it over, 
and notice a few of those occurrences which are more 
'generally interesting .. 

· Dundrum Bay, where the vessel was stranded; is, a 
targe bend in the · Irish Sea, extending acrpss from Anna
long on the south-west, to. Point St. John on the south
east, about 12 miles ; and it extends into the country about 
five miles. To the west are the lofty Morne mountains, 
one of them, Slave Donard, the highest in Ireland. To 
the north~east of the mountains, the country s'preads out 
into pretty fertile fields. 

At the foot of the mountains .stands Newcastle, a s!Ilall 
village, and from thence eastward the sea shore is a sandy 
beach, two miles to Dundrum, where there is an inlet. 
This inlet spreads to the east. and west a considerable 
distance ; the western part is a narrow peninsula, abound
ing with rabbits, and has been converted into a rabbit 
warren. The Lucy was driven ashore on the eastern part 
of this peninsula; and the cargo was landed on' the pre
mises of the proprietors of the rabbit warren, a very re,
spectable and hospitable family, where I found the captain 

VOL, t. 2 X 
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and sup(;rcatgo; and with whom I also lodged during ·my 
stay there, 

The landlord w'1s near 70 years of age, very stout 
made, remarkably humoursome, and a great lover of the 
game of whist. The landlady was nearly as fond of whist 
as her husband; and when they joined their forces., they 
w~re an overmatch for almost all who ventured to play 
against then1 . 

. They had a large family, all grown up, of whom four 
sons and three daughters. were at home ; they all played .. 
whist : they were also visited by some of the most res
pectable people in the neighbourhood, and . often, in th~ 
evenings, they had very entertaining whist parties .. 

It was early in the morning, ~fter one of these parties, 
that the Lucy met with her hard fate. She was bounq to 
Liverpool, and, being past Skerries-light, was. withln a 

few. hoµrs' sail of pilot ground, whei1 the gale commen

ced ; and, after weathering it for three days, she was at 
last driven ashore here. ', 

T11e okl 1:11an, who wcis weather-wise, anticipated the 
event. He rose from the card-table, and looked· out; and. 
on resuming his seat, observed, " It cheats me, if there 

' be not a mt caught in the trap before morning-:" and so 

there was. On going to the beach in the morning,. there, 
high and dry, the Lucy · lay ; and another vessel, about a 
mile· to the westward .. 

The captain and supercargo, who were almost dead 
with fatigue, were taken to. the house, and ho~pi1'1.hly en
tertained; and measures were taken to -secure the ,vreck, 
In the . evening there was a whist party, and the old n:iM, 

seeing the captain look v~ry pitifql. and dejected, advised 
him to take a hand at whist, to cheer his spirits- The 
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captain was persuaded; but something else than whist was 
uppermost in his mind, and he could hardly keep himself 
awake while he played two or three games very badly. 
He relinquished the' game, and went to bed, in the same 
room where the landlord slept. The landlord did not go 
to bed for some hours after, when, awakening the captaii1 
with some difficulty, the latter started up with a halloa, 
ealling out, " \Vhat's the matter?" "'.Q faith, the ,mat
ter's no great, dear," said the landlord. " I only w~nted 
to tell you that you're a d"'-'-"-d bad hand at whist, and by 
J--s, you shall . never be a partner of mine again, for I 
lost two ten-pen11ies by you." 

He was a very eatly riser, and' generally came to my 
room in the morning to wake tne; whe1i he would enter
tain me with a thousand witty' sayings. Sometimes he 
'Would descant 011 the beauties of the creation, the bright
ness of the sun, the healthy sea-breeze, the rising pla.nts, 
and the singing of the birds. At other times he would 
remark, that the air was " as thick as butter-milk," or 
that he could cut it with a knife; on which occasions 
he would say, " You had better lie still, and take another 
sleep; dear." 

"\Ve were introduced to a number of the families round; 
a:tnohg others, to the doctor of the place, who was a man 
of talehts, and esteemed one of the greatest Wits in all I the 
country. At a visiting party, our supercargo and the 
doctor entered into a punning conversatj.on; but the su-

. ·petcargo was no match for the doctor at this kind of dis
course. He had been amusing the company with a num
ber of tales concerning the wonderful size of some of the 
animals in America ; amongst others, the weU-known 
story of the amazing large musquetoes that bit general' 
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Washington through . the boots*. As an offset, the· doc. 
tor·told an equal number of tales about the wonderful ani .. 
mals in Ireland, meeting the supercargo in every poi11t, 
except the musquetoes~ " Well," said the supercargo, 
triumphantly~ " you must acknowle~ge that our flies are 
larger than yours/' " Yes, faith," cried the doctor, "I'll 
acknowledge it with all my heart, if you'll only take away 
theffrom them." 

Several linen merchants were in the neighbourhood, 
who gave me the history of the linen trade of Ireland, and 
stated that the stoppage of the American trade was ruining 
their bus~ness. One of them had recently returned from 
Rio Janeiro; where he had been with a ,cargo of linens, to 
the value of nearly £. 60,000 sterling, tempted by the flat
tering accounts held out by the supporters of the ministry. 
He returned with a most deplorable tale. He was nQt 
able to sell above one third, at a loss of 30 per cent., and 
he could only get a . precarious produce for return, by 
which he anticipated a loss of from 10 to 20 per cent. 
more. The remainder of the goods· he was obliged to 
consign into other hands, and leave the pfoce~ His loss 
altogether, he supposed, would be fully one half; and he 
said that almost every other sort of goods were subject to 
a similar deprecia~on. Goo.ds were pouring in from all 
quarters,-London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Manchester, Bir
mingham, Sheffield, &c.; and so badly informed were the 
people in some places, that many articles sent were altoge
ther unsuitable for the market : iron grates, fenders, fire. 
irons, warming-pans, and skates were exported, to the 

Brazils~ But the prince regent was OU;r august ally, and 

* See Weld's. Travels" 
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therefore that country must be a fine irnarket for all sorts 
of manufactures. " Only look at the map, P the ministe
rialists would exultingly exclaim ; " only look at the map, 
and see the amazing extent of tJhe country ! how rich! how 
finely watered! And then.the gold mines that it abounds 
with; and the noble Portuguese who inhabit it, our-friends, 
and our beloved allies. Here's a field for our surplus ma
·nufactures to the latest posterity ; let us avail ourselves of 
it, and · kick that blackguard Yankee trade to the devil ! ,, 
'' Amen," said John Bull; and, overlooking the trifl1ng 
circumstance, that it was inhabited by only half a million 

of people, and these the most ·poor, pitiful, bigotted, priest
ridden devils under the sun, he did av.ail himself of it, 
and can now calculate the value of the avail! 

My friend came from Belfast, according to . prq,~ise, 
and brought two or three cotton spinners along· with him~ 
They looked at the cotton, and, giving their best advice, 
invited me to convoy them as far as Ball ynahinch. Here 
we were met by our agent from Newry,. and spent· a very 
happy evening together. I got an account of the battle of 
Ballynahinch, and of the present state of Ireland, and next 
morning set out on my return to Dundrum, d~tant nine 
miles. 

There was neither horse nor chaise to be hired here ; 
so I was obliged to walk. Leaming that there were some 
medicinal springs by the way, I went about two miles 
out of the direct road to visit them. Before I had got 
that length, a very severe rain came on, and I was glad to 
take shelter in a little wretched cabin beside the springs. 
The old woman was kind to an excess, brought me a 
dram of whisky, and regretted that the accommodation 
was so poor. After I had warmed and dried myself a: 
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little, she looked' out, and pronounced that it would rain 
all- day. She then asked, whether I had ever heard of 

:Mr. Fox, and, upon being answer~d in the affirmative, she 
put a few more questions, to learn whether I approved of 

' Mr. Fox's sentiments. I could not divine the meaning 

of this, and was pondering the subject in my mind, when 
a young boy in livery called at the house, and told me 
the counsellor sent his compliments, and requested I would 

call upon him, as he · wished to see me. I was surprised, 

and was going to ask the old woman who the counsellor · 

·was ; but she sealed my lips by telling me, just to step 
up to the counsellor's, and it would be all explained to 

me. I obeyed, and followed the messenger. " And who 
is the counsellor, my young fellow?" said I-, as we walked 

towards the house. " He is cmtnsellor Trotter, sir," said 

the boy.-· " What," said I, " the same that was private 

secretary to Mr. Fox?" " yes," said the boy~ This 
accounted for the conduct of the old woman ; and I shall 
ever remember her with gratitude for being the means of 
introducing me to the bosom friend and biographer, of 
Charles James Fox. 

The counsellor and I soon got intimately acquai11ted. 
I answered all his questions concerning America, and 

he. gave me a great deal of. information regarding Mr. 
Fox's private life, including an account of his journey 
to France, in which Mr. Trotter accompanied him, and of 
his death, at which he was present. I was delighted with 
his conversation, and the day, as if determined to prolotig 

it, continuing very stormy, I availed myself of his hosp-i. 

table offer, and staid all night. .Next morning early, I se~ 
out for Dundrum. 
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During my stay at this, place, I received letters announ
cing the arrival of one of my partners from Savannah, and 
stating that l must hold myself in readiness to return to 
America. I was sick of my present situation, and longed to · 
be home; so, inviting II}y partner to come and take charge 
of the cargo, I continued shipping it to Liverpool with all 
possible dispatch. My partner arr.iy:ed just as we w'ere 
shipping the last of the cargo ; and· I consigned the re-= 
maining bu sines~ to his charge, and 1nade the best of rny 
way tQ Glasgow. He attended ,tlw. Cclfg~ to Liverpool, 
where it found a ma.rket at little m9re than what was suf
ficient to pay the e;xp~nces. Had it arrive.d safe, it would 
bave yielded adear profit of£. 7000. Such are some of 
the turns of fa.te !., There .wa~ nQt ione penny of insuran~e 
qpon itj · nor the power of making.· it. The first account 
that I. received 9f it was by the b~for:e .. mentioned letters 
from Castle "\V ellan. · 
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CHAPTER LIT. 

Return to Glasgow. 

APRIL 20th. Havi11g completed the shipment; I parted 
from my hospitable entertainers with sentiments of friendly 
regard, and set out on my return to Glasgow, taking 
Strangford in my way, in · order to clear oot the vessels 
at the custom-house ; and I was accompanied' by my 
agreeable friend, the· agent at Newry. We passed through 
Dow1i Patrick, the capital of Downshire, a pretty large 
town, but not handsome; though it is situated in a fer
tile country, and cat:ries on a considerable trade. 

On our arrival at Strangford, the deputy collector exe
c~ted our business with great despatch, and very much 
like a gentleman,.which is a compliment that I cannot pay 
to all his majesty's servants in Ireland, with whom I had 
to deal. If I were inclined to be ill-natured here, I could 
give a great big thrashing to a certain gentleman, that lives 
not 100 miles from the foot of Morne Mountains, who 
)thinks " he has a right to make the most of his situation 
on the coast ;-"' and seems to be of opinion, that he is jus
tifbble in adopting any· means in the exercise of that 
right; but I am now in a hurry to be at Glasgow, and 
shall pass over his conduct. 

'1Ve crossed over to Porto-ferry, betwixt which and 
Strangford the tide runs with a velocity that I have nevel' 
yet seen equalled. \Ve dined at Porto-ferry, after which 
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the agent and I parted with many profess_iohs of sincer~ 

regard. 
From Porto-ferry to Donaghadee is about 16 mile$, 

partly along the coast. The country is pretty, bu,t the' 
soil in many places is poor. This district was mostly . peo
pled from Scotland, and I could observe a remarkable 
coincidence in dialect between the people on both sides 
of the channel. I reached Donaghadee at 10 o'clock in 
,the morning ; and a number of vessels, loaded with bu! .. 
'Jocks, being about to sail for Port Patrick, I engaged a 
passage in one of them, to sail at 2 o'clock •. 

In the mean time, I could not help contrasting the sensa
tions I now had regarding Ireland, with those I entertained 
of the country before I saw it. I noticed, on landing at 
Donaghadee, that " J. had considerable apprehensions for 
my personal safety, and nothing could hav~ induced me 
to travel alone at night in a post. .. chaise." Now, however, 
I was satisfied that I could not only travel alone in a post-· 
chaise, but that l could travel in any way, and at all hours-; 
with as much safety as I could in any part of. Britain. I 
was, in fact, highly pleased both with the country and. the 
inhabitants.-The vessel set sail in the afternoon, and ar ... 
rived at Port Patrick about sundown. The evening was 
very clear, and I could see the Marne Mmmt.ains,. at the 
distance of 50 miles. 

At Port Patrick I met with an Irish gentleman, who 
was travelling to Glasgow, and, being pleased with· his ap
pearance, I was very glad to have him for a travelHng 
companion. We started by the stage at 6 o'clock in the 
morning, and travelled along the coast, which we found 
pretty rugged, hilly, and barren.; but abounding in fine 
views, which were :=;een to great advantage, ,the ilay bei~~ 1 
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remarkably c1ear. At one place, on the top of a hill, we 
could see the whole north channel ; the coasts of Ireland 
and Scotland ; the islands of Affan, Bute, and Ailsa; 
and I could also distinctly perceive the Morne Moun
tains, although we were now upwards of 80 miles distant. 

In the course of our journey, I discovered that my tra

velling companion had a fine taste for mt1.sic, and being 
provided with an excellent flute, in his travelling cane, he 
entertained me with a greater number of Irish tunes than 
I ·had ever heard before. 

When we drew near Ayr, we left the coach and cross
ed·. over the comitry about half a mile to the old road, to 
see the birth-place of the immortal Bums. It is a lowly 
one-story house, the one end slated, the other thatched. 
Being ushered into the slated end, which had a deal floor, 
we called for a " whis~y gill,'' with which we made a li~ 
bation to the memory of the departed bard ; and having 
repeate,d' "Tam o' Shanter,'' the scene of which, "Allo~ 
way Kirk," is hard by, we set out for Ayr. At the end 
of the town, we passed a most princely house; which 
might have been with much propriety dedicated to Folly. 
It was the fruits. of a rapid fortune made by smuggling, 
which, like many such, had taken to itself the wings of the 
morning and departed ; but the . house remained an em0 

blem of the cupidity and imprudence of its former owner. 
The stage proceeded no further than Ayr; but being 

anxious to- reach Glasgnw, my fellow-traveller agreed to 

accompany me in a post-chaise, which having. procured~ 
we arrived at 2 o'clock next 1norning. 
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CHAP1.~ER LIii. 

Glasgow,-Edinburgh,-Liverpool,-ltfancliester,..:..... 
Leeds,-Nottinglzam,-London. 

S_ooN after my return from Ireland, I was highly grati
fied with the account. of ,Mr. Erskine's arrangement with 
the United States, and the, removal of the non-intercourse; 
1'1-ich was followed by a removal of the orders in council 
in Britain. But the hope induced by these circumstances 
was of short duration. Two days had not elapsed, before 
Jlleetings of the shipping .inter~st were held, and the minis= 
try were assailed with most deplorable tales concerning the 
loss of their trade. One set of them had the audacity, in
deed, to set up the plea, that if the Americans were allowed 
a free trade, it would deprive the British shipping interest 
of the carrying trade to Holland. To Holland.! Yes, to 
Holland! a country. with· wh~ch the nation was at· war, and 
to trade with which, was declared to ,be high treason by 
the laws of the land ! 

A cabinet council was held, at which it is said Mr. Can~ 
ning, the secretary for foreign affairs, to,ok a most active 
part, and strenuously supported the principle that Mr. Ersp 
kine's arrangement should be ratified; but a certain elevat=. 
ed personage took umbrage at some expressions in the 
papers, and would not agree ! and the orders in council were 
re-enacted in a new form, called a blockade. Thus were the 
valuable manufactures of the .country sa.crificed to the 
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whim of an individual, and the mercantile cupidity of a 

shipping interest. 
The public will be able to form a .pretty correct judg

ment, as to what degree of knowledge in political economy, 
was possessed by the men to whom was confided the ma
nagement of the affairs of a great commercial nation, by 
adverting to the following facts. 
It was estimated by Mr~ Pitt, that the pro

fits of the nation arising from manufac-
tures amounted to £. 14,100,000 

Jr rom the merchant shipping and small 

eraft 
The hands employed in manufactures were 

estimated at 
Seamen in the merchant service· at 

The income arising from manufactures de
stined, for the United States 

The hands-employed in manufactures for 
the United States 

And l presumethat the hands employed in 
the whole trade with the enemies of the 

£. 1,000,000 

1,680,000 
155,000. 

£. 7,000,000 

675,00Q 

country, do not exceed 20,000 
And yet a fair, honourable, and safe trade, to a great 

extent, with a friendly , neutral, has been sacrificed, to a 

poor,· pitiful, limited, dishonourable, and precarious com

merce, subject to the regulation of the arch-enemy of the 
country. Could that enemy have managed the matter 
with more advantage to his views? 

I now calculated that the American trade was at an end, 
and immediately decided to set out for that country to in
quire into the. state of our property there, and make· the 
best arrangement regarduig it, that circumstances might-
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point out. · Before taking my passage for America, it was 
necessary to make a very extended tour in Britain ; and 
though it was so rapid, as to· be almost b~rren of inci
dent or ·observation, yet I shall state the outlines, so as to 
continue the .chain of connection with the.· other parts of 
these travels. 

I set out from Glasgow on the 1st of August, 1809, 

and travelled by the coach to Edinburgh. From thence 
I crossed the Forth to Kirkaldy, Cupar, and Dundee, and 
.:returned to Edinburgh. 

On the 6th, I left Edinburgh, in the mail coach, for 
!'Carlisle. '\Ve passed through Dalkeith, Selkirk, and Lang
holm. A great part of the· journey was in the night, and 
the weather was very rainy. The soil appeared1 pretty good 
to Dalkeith, which is a handsome little town, nine miles 
from Edinburgh, with the seat of the duke of Buccleug·h 
in the ·neighbourhood. The soil continues gbod a consi
derable way beyond Dalkeith, after which the country i~ 
poor and hilly ; but it answers well for pasture, and the peer 
pie keep large flocks of sheep. 

I reached Carlisle at 6 ·o'clock~ and continued my jour
ney to Liverpool, where I arrived at 3 o'clock next inorn
mg. 

In the afternoon I left Liverpool for Manchester, and 
continued my journey to Halifax and Leeds, and thence 
through a fertile country· eight miles, to Wakefield,· a neat 
town, having extensive manufactures of \Voollens, particu
larly stuffs. 

l'rom Wakefield to Sheffield is 24 miles, through a rich, 
, well-cultivated country ; and at Sheffield are the greatest 
·. manufactories of edge-tools in England. The master-cut~ 

krs are here 600 in number, and the quantity and variety 
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of work that is produced is immense. America is a great 
and important market for Sheffield goods: 

. On the morning of the 15th of August, at one o'clock, I 
left Sheffield for Nottingham, distant 38 miles. · Of the 
country, ·r could.see nothing till I was near Nottingham, 
and there it is fertile, and well improved. 

Nottingham is situated on the steep ascent of a rock, 

overlooking the river Trent, and a vast range of adjoin~1g 
meadows. It is a large, populous, and pretty handsome 
tnwn, having the streets well paved, and a good market
place. I~ i5 a principal seat of the manufacture of cotton 
and silk hosiery, and lace; and sends annually a vast quan~ 
tity of goods to ,America. There is a castle situated on a 
high part of the eminence, which has a fine effect when 
viewed at a distance. 

Here I took a passage by the mail coach for London; 
and setting out at nine o'clock in the morning, we passed 
t~1rough Norman, Melton, Mowbray, Oakham, Uppingr 
11am, Rockingham, Harborough, Kettering, Wellingbo. 
rough, Harold, Bedford, Shelford, Hitchin, Hatfield, Bar
net, and Highgate, and reached London, distant from Not
tingham 124 miles, at 5 o'clock next morning. 

My business in London was soon settled; and I devoted 
a day to see my friends; but I ,vas too much hunied to go 
to any of. the public places with which the city abounds, 
except Vauxhall Gardens. This place is considered a great 
curiosity, and in all my former visits to London, I had ne
ver had an opportunity of seeing it. I had been out of town 
dining with a friend, and hurried to the London coffee-house 
to go to the gardens. Just as I arrived, I found a Scots. 

man from Georgia at his ·glass of wine. He invited me to 
partake of it, but I declined it, telling him that I was in a. 
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hu11ry, to go to V auxhall; he finished his wine and agreed 
to accompany me. It was the duke of York's birth-night, 
he told me, and there would be some extra· amusements .. 
As· we travelled towards the gardens, I perceived that my 
friend had taken a glass too much, and it began to bper~te 
pretty vehemently to the prejudice of the English .people. 
I did not regard this when by ourselves, but !admonish~ 
ed him to be more circumspect in his conduct and expres
sions when we should reach the gardeti. ; which he readily 

assented, to . 
. On our arrival, I was delighted with the vast variety 

and brilliancy of the lamps, and the immense concourse 
of people. An orchestra was in the middle, and we. had · 
some vocal and instrumental music; but as I never admir .. 
ed English music, I pass it 9ver. In a short time my 
friend proposed an adjournment to a tent, where we might 
have something to drink. He called for a bowl of affack. 
punch, and seeing some company pass, he invited two of 

them to take seats beside us, and a shaire pf our fare~ 
· While we were. thus situated, the fire-works were an~ 
?!mnced, and wishing to see the whole economy of these 
gardens, I went to view them. They were spleHdid. 
On· my retum, I found my friend had g~t a second bowl 
of arrack; and, observing two or three men in the high
land dress, he invited them to join us, and ordered a third 
bowl. vVhile we were thus engaged, a band of music, 
over head, struck up Rothemurchie' s Rdnt, arid a ring be
ing formed, among the spectators, a number of gentlemen 
and ladies danced Scots reels. This gave my friend, who 
\vas a great Scotsman, fresh animation, and he began to 
flourish away and draw comparisons between his country
men and the English:r that I did not at all like_, and proposed 
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that we should immediately go home. Having assented tc 
this, I left him to adjust and settle the bill, while I went to 
see the water~works. On my return, I found him em. 
broiled with some of the natives, whom he was denouncing 
as a set of tailors; and the bill was still unsettled. I in
stantly paid it, and looked round for my friend-but he 
was gone. On making inquiry for him of the bystanders, 
I was told that he had been committed to the watch-house; 
and it was with great difficulty that I escaped being im~ 
plicated as an accomplice. Having, with considerable ad
dress, cleared myself from the imputation> I at last pre
vailed with some of his antagonists to conduct me to the 
watch.;house, where I found my friend caged up, and de
claiming against the English with most dreadful vocifera
tion. After several .. hours' trouble, in the dead of night, 
with watchmen, constables, Bow-street rmmers, &c. &c. 
I at last succeeded in getting him out of durance vile, and 
we made the best of our way to the London coffee-house, 
which we reached at 3 o'clock in the morning; and here 
I made a· vow that I would never after accompany a Scots
man to· V auxhall gardens, unless I previously knew that 
he had so far divested himself of national prejudice, as to 
pay an equal respect to Englishmen as to those of his own 
countryo 
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CHAPTER ·LIV. 

London,-Oxford;-· Birmingham,-· Shrewshury,--.... 
Liverpool. 

I LEFT London on the evening of the 18th of August, 
by the mail coach, and, travelling all night, passed through 
Uxbridge, Stockton, and Oxford, where is the celebrated 
1,Jniversity ; . but I could see nothing of it at the hour we 
passed~ c We continued o_ur coutse through Woodstock, 
Shipton, and Stratford; and at 10 o'clock on the J9th we 
~rrived at Birmingham, distant from London-116 miles • 
. ,. BIRMINGHAM is situated in the middle of a fertile and 
populous country, and is,. in point of population, the fourth 
town in England, its inhabitants amounting to 73,670. 
Part of the town lies low, and the houses are mean and un
sightly, but a considerable portion is elevated, and abounds 
with handsome · houses. The hardware manufactures of 
Birmingham are unrivalled, and vast quantities of goods, 
of all descriptions, have beeh made up. annually, for the 
American market. The works of Bolton and Watt are at 
Soho, in this neighbourhood, and are in a state of organi
zation probably superior to any other in the world. It is 
calculated that, since the introduction of their improved 
steam engine, the labour saved by it alone, in Britain, 
amounts to 20 ,1_nillions sterling annually. 

The trade of Birmingham is greatly facilitated by canal 
navigation, which is here very cor;nplete ; affording a water 
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communication to London, Hull, Liverpool, and BristoJ"; 
and throughout the whole interidr of the country. From 
Birmingham I travelled to Shrewsbury, in company with 
~ Mr. James, a civil engineer,. who resides in Warwick~ 
shire, and as the country- through which we passed abound
ed with mines of coal, iron, and beds of limestone, I 
derived a good deal of information from him. He stated 
that the yearly income arising from the mines, in the 
counties of Warwick and Stafford, was incredible; and the 
number 'of hands employed in the bowels of the earth 
was immense. The business was remarkably well system
atized, he observed, and was highly conducive to the pro. 

· gress of kn9wledge and liberality of sentiment. Even the 
minds of the common workmen were affected by a view 
of the grand operations of natttre in the heart of the earth, 
and they had a degree of intelligence, and a spirit of inde:. 
pendence quite different from the workmen in the· manu
facturing towns~ I found this gentleman's company very 
agreeable, in a journey together of 46 miles, when we ar
rived at Shrewsbury. 

SH RE w s Bu RY is situated on the river Severn, and is a 
· place of considerable trade, but the streets are narrow, and 
it exhibits no very, handsome appearance. Being in one 
of the counties adjoining Wales, it is well calculated for 
the . woollen trade, and a considerable· portion of its manu
factures are calculated for the American market, particularly 
plains and flannels. · 

On Monday, the 21st of Aug,ust, I left Shrewsbury 
at five o'clock, by the stage, and passed ,through Elles
mere, and VV rexham, to Chester, at which we dined. Here 
l had le'isure to take a walk round the city, along the top 
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of the wall with which it is surrounded, from whence there· 
is a fine view. Some of the chief streets are -singular in 
their construction, being cut out of a rock, below the level, 
of the ground ; and the houses have a portico in front, 
which serves for a covered foot-path. The shops and 
warehouses are in the sides' of , the rock, and on a level 
with the street,. to which there. is ,occasionally an ascent by 
stairs. Chester is the residence of a number of peopk 
from Wales, with which country it carries on a considera~ · 
ble trade. Its population amounts to about 15,000. 

From Chester I c6ntinued my joumey•l2 miles, through 
aI1 agreeable, open country, and passing the Mersey, by a 
feny-boat, I arrived in Liverpool at six o'clock .in the 
evening. 

From the 22d of August to the 3d of September, I 
was busily employed in .Liverpool, making preparations 
for my embarkation to America. During this period I 
had a little ,time for reflection on the situation of England 
and. America ; and every thing seemed to portend most 
.important consequences. The · British administration ap ... 
peared determined to adhere to the new system1 of block ... 
ade; and they were backed by the whole power and in
fluence of the tory party, including the shipping interest, 
the monied interest, and all the placemen and pensioners 
in the country. Their opponents of the whig party, though 
firm to their principles, were feeble and dispirited ; and 
thus, secure in power and influence, and having a very 
slender opposition, it was. not reasonably to be expected 
that they would abandon a m~asure which formed a most 
important part of their system of policy. On the other 
hand, I was well convinced that the American governi:i;wnt 
would set up, and persevere in a resistance of som~ kind,. 
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while these orders continued. From a view of the recent 
ineasures of that country, indeed, it was impossible to form 
an opinion what this resistance would be ; but I was well 
aware, upon the whole, that the consequences resulting 
from the interruptions of commerce, would tend much to 

weaken the connection between the two countries, and that 

America would eyery day become more independent of 
Britain. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

Liverpool,-Banks of JVewfoundland,-New York. 

HAVING finished my business in Liverpool, I engaged 
a passage for myself and son by the Pacific, captain Staun
ton, for New York. 

The other passengers were two merchants of New York ; 
two Yorkshire merchants; a Liverpool merchant, who call. 
ed himself an American citizen ; and a merchant of Savan
nah in Georgia~ We had also the captain and two · mates, 
of the ship Manhattan, which had been sold in Liverpool. 

The passengers had agreed to rendezvous at the King's 
Arms tavern on the evening before the vessel sailed; .at 10 

o'clock, to go on board together, as she was to weigh an
chor very early in the morning. I had to step· out ()f 
town a little way to transact some business with a friend, 
and, the night being dark and wet, it was a little past the 
appointed hour before we got to the place of rendezvous. 
The company were gone, and we had to trudge through 
Liverpool in quest of a boat, but none was to be found. 
It was quite dark and rainy ; and wet, perplexed, and dis
appointed, we were landed in a small ale,:-house, on one of 
the wharfs, at 1 o'clock in the morning~ The landlord 
Was a good-nati1red man, and used every effort to get us 
on board, but without effect; and I really began to be ap
prehensive that we would lose our passage. At length 
an Irish sailor came in from a neighbouring vessel to get 
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a pint of ale, and the landlord whispered to me, that if r 
spoke him fair, perhaps he could get me on board. I 
thought the fairest way of speaking him would be to use 
bis own style, and assumed the character of a countryman 
in distress, which produced an immediate effect on Paddy'& 
feelings, and he told me if Morgan would-go, he would. 
He called Morgan, who, with considerable reluctance, 
complied. The next. difficulty · was to find the vessel, for 
it was nearly as dark as pitch, and we had to go about 
three miles up the river. l did not wish to talk much, for 
fear that my speech " would bewray me," and, as good 
luck would have it, I did not need, for the very first ship 

· we hailed was the Pacific. I paid the Irishmen for their 
trouble,. and we went on board. As they were starting 
from the vessel, I heard one say, " Faith, Pat, I believe 
·he is a Scotsman after all." " Well, well, it does not 
signify,'' says the other, '' what he is ; . he has done th~ 
fair thing by us, any how.'' 

" Tut," said I, " are we not all relations ?" 
Sterne. 

On the morning of the Sd of September, the ship got 
1,mder weigh, at 3 o'clock, and the wind being fair, we 
were rou:nd the rock by 5 ; and at 6, discharged the pilot. 
The breeze continued from the north .. east, and we had a 
fine run. At 7 o'clock, we were· up with the point of Ayr; 
at 10, at Great Ormshead; at 12 we passed Skerries-light> 
and shaped oiir course to the south-west, through St, 

George's channel. A vast number of ships .came out of 
the river along with us, but we had lost sight of. them all, 
except the John Bull, a fine English ship; she kept in 
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·Sight. of us all the way ont of the channel, although the 

Pacific considerably outsailed her. 

We passed Cape Clear on the 5th, after which we had 

a series of ·west and north-we.st.winds, till the 15th, by 
which time we were neady up with .the Western Islands. 

The wind then shifted to the ,south-west, and continued 

till the 19th,, when it again shifted to the north-west, and 

it continued to chop round frqm south-west to north-west, 

almost incessantly ; but as the Pacific sailed remarkably 

well by the· wind, ·we made tolerable progress, and by the 

24th, we were nearly up1 with the Banks of Newfound

land. Here a phenomenon happened, which l, :had never 

before observed at sea. · At 3 o'cloc~ in the a(ternoon, we 

had a fine steady breeze, to whi~h. we were ~arryingall 

sail, and the ship was running thro\lgh the, water at the 
rate of eight miles an hour ; when, all of a . sudden, ,she 
ran out of the breeze, and was becalmed in an instant. 

The impulse continued for some little ,time, and carried 

her through the water probably about half a mile ; at which 

distance we could perceive that the breeze we had left was 

blowing as strong as ever. It is said that ships are sometimes 

situated in this way on some parts of the coast of Africa, 

where the callllS are frequent and of long duration; and often 

accompanied by tremendous storms of thunder and light

ning. By the 25th, we appeared to be,on the Banks ofNew

founclland. The weather. was foggy, and the thermometer, 

which, the day before, had been at 72°, fell to 56°. '\\Tc 
sounded, but found no botton;i ; indeed, we were neµrly at 

the south point, where the .water is very deep. On my 

former passage, I made some remarks on the formation of 

these banks, which my present observations tended to· cor
roborate. I had heard a great deal of the fisheries O:lii 
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them ; but, notwithstanding I had crossed them twice, I 
never saw any thing of the fishing vessels, nor did we take 
any fish. 

This great ban~ is about 330 miles in length, from 
south to north, and, about 7 5 in breadth, from east to west. 
The depth of water on it, is from 15 to 60 fathoms. The 
fishery commences about the 10th of May, and continues 
till the end of September.· The cod is cured in two 
,ways; one 'by drying them, the other by putting them 
up in pickle. The fisheries are computed to yield up
wards of£. 300,000 sterling, annually, for the supply of 
the catholic countries alone ; and such is the immense sup
ply of fish, that, notwithstanding the annual drain, there is 
no sensible diminution. 

After leaving the· banks, we had a .. series of west and 
north-west winds, which sent us beyond the Gulph Stream, 
,and as far to the southward as the latitude of 37° 30', 
where we found the weather· very warm, the thermometer 
rising to 78°· and. 80°. 

The weather was clear and fine, and the moon being in 
a favourable position, we had lunar observations on. diffe
rent mornings~ The · result we found to be very c~rrect, 
a proof of the great importance of the aplication of astro
nomy to one ofthe most useful arts. 

The wind shifted back agai11 to the southward, and we 
bore away to the north-west, until the 6th of October, 
when we took a fair wind, which canied us to the Jersey 
shore on the 8th, 40 miles south· of the light-house. We 
had a southerly wind, and were running to the northward, 
and would soon have made Sandy Hook, but night came 
on, and we were deceived by a light, which we mistook 
for the lighthouse; in consequence of which, we lay to for 
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the night. Next m~m1.ing, gt day-break, we set sail, and 
soon descried , the high !_ands, an,d afterwards tlie light~ 
house;' and bet\veen 2 and S o'clock in the after110_011 we 
received _a pilot. vVe flocked rmmd the pilot to learn the 
news, and were infonned, . 'kth~t the non-intercourse was 
again enforced by proclamation; qnd that the American 
go.vernment were very, much'; ~.is~atisfied with the B,ritisl~ 
for not executing Mr.· Erskine's treaty. 0.n this subject, 
however, I soon found that there was a considerable diffe
rence of opinion ; inde~d, some of the American news-

·. -papers, which we pe.rused, justified th~ 1Jritish government 
in every step, condemning that cf Americ~ ~nd Mr .• E.rs~ 
kine; and one of our company, an Amer~can citizen too, 
openly avowed that he could have no confidence in a god 

.. vernment, unless there was a king at the heRd qf it ; even 
Mr. Jefferson, he believed, would have acted a 111uch bet~ 
ter part, had he been king of America. 

The passengers were, upon the whole, agreeable, and 
captain Staunton was one of the most obliging shipmasters 
I have ever been at sea with. He was well provided in 
a mate and good sailors, and every thing· on board the 
vessel was conducted with great propriety. The cabin 
was remarkably well furnished, and we fared sumptuously 
all the way. 

Having crossed the bar, we proceeded up the channel 
with a light but fair.· breeze, and . at 5 o'clock passed the 
Na1Tows, and stood in for the quarantine ground~ Here 
we were visited by Lang and Turner, editors of the New 
York Gazette, who, by their inq.efatigable attention to the 
shipping trade of the port of Ne,v York, have deserved 
well. of their country, and have been amply rewarded by a 
very respectable patronage and support to their paper~ 
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Connected with this establishment is that of the Mer

ca11tile Adv.ertiser, the editors of which pay one half of the 
expence of· procuring the shipping intelligence; and, of 
course, receive the same information as the Gazette ; and 
so attentive are the parties to the business, that Mr. Lang 
has a house at the quarantine ground, where he resides 
with his family during the summer, and speaks every ves
sel that comes into port. By this means the shipping intel-
1igence in. these· two_ papers is early and authentic, and they 
are the· most. respectable mercantile registers in New York~ 

We were only a few minutes here when the health ofli. 
cer came on board, who, finding all well,· gave us a bill of 

health, and we set sail up the bay, and landed at the wharf 
at 8 o'clock. I immediately waited upon my friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, from whom I had, as · before, a 
friendly welcome .. 
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CHAPTER L VI. 

New York,-,Philadelplzia,-Savannah. 

I CONTINUED in New York until the 11th of Na .. : 
vember, when, having some business to attend to in Phi..; 
ladelphia~ I set out for that. city by the mail stage. We 
left New York at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, and next 
morning, at 5 o'clock, we reached Philadelphia, distant 9.7 
miles. 

My business here was in friendly hands, and I got it 
arranged to my satisfaction in a short time, when I had 
a few days to spend , with my friends. At the house 
'where I lodged, ,a gentleman sometimes called to spend 
the evenings. My friend and he were two of the most 
extensive and respectable merchants in Philadelphia, and, 
like myself, both were concerned in the British trade .. 
We agreed in opinion as to the utility of this trade, but 
we differed regarding the cause of its interruption. I at
tributed it to what I considered the true cause, which will 
be readily inferred· from the foregoing pages; but my 
friends were inclined to attribute it to the hostility of, the 
democratic party in America to foreign commerce. Con
sidering this idea incorrect, I opposed it, which led to a 
pretty long discussion, in which I had occasion to state 
the view I took of foreign commerce generally, and the 
importance of the relations between America and Britaim 
My friepds assented to the correctness of my opinion, bn1: 
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insisted that it ·was so opposite to that of the democratic 

party, that, were I to draw it up, and send it to a demo .. 
cratic newspaper, it would not be inserted.· Cornddering 
this a very good plan to bring the matter to the test, I 
drew up an essay, which received .their apj1robation. It 

was sent to the Aurora, and two days thereafter, made its 

appearance in that paper*. 
While I staid at Philadelphia, the negociations with the 

British minister, Mr. Jackson, we:te broken off, and it 
clearly appeared to me, that nothing but the ascendancy 

of the whig party in Britain would prevent a war ; but 
from the intelligence which I received from Britain, public 

and private, I thought it extremely probable that this as

cendancy vrnuld soon take place ; at any rate, I considered 

it ,vould inevitably follow the appointment of the prince 

of Wales as ,regent, and that event was daily expected. 

I was guided by · this view in my commercial arrange. 

ments, and took my measures accordingly. 
From Philadelphia I returned to New York, and from 

thence went by sea fo Savannah, where I arrived on the 

17th of December, ,vithout meeting any adventure worth 

recording. 
On my arrival in Savamiah, I found matters in a dreadd 

ful state. The .stock of goods was disassorted, and would 

not bring half the original value ; and the other funds1 

consisting· chiefly of outstanding debts, if ever they would 

·be collected at all, it could only be done at a labour, ex

pence, and loss of time, that would probably be greater 

than the ultimate value of themo A great mru.qy of them 

were in suit, and the courts of law were susvended-" so 

_* See Appen<li:s, No: IV. 
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that the recovery by that process was very tedious and. 
uncertain. Our debtors amounted to the amazing num
ber of 18 5, and they were so scattered over the land, that 
they occupied a space of nearly 200 miles square. Some 
landed property belonged to the . concern, and so~e ne~ 
groes ( a species of commodity which I never wished to 
deal in), and these had fallen in value. We had also a 
store, 220 miles in the interior of the country; but it held 
out no better prospect: while our American debts were 
large ahd urgent, a · great portion: of , them custotn-house 
bonds. I was absolutely sickened when I looked into 
the books, where I had nothing to contemplate but the 
wrecks of a ruined estate, and the fragments of it scattered 
to and fro throughout the land; so that no time could be 
fixed for its being· eventually 'wound up. However, there 
was nothing for it but to arm myself with resolution, and, 
after three months most. ardent application, I got it reduced 
to some sort of order, and, having made a new arrange
ment with my partner to carry on a commission business, · 
while the old concern was winding up, I set out on a col~ 
lecting tour, taking in ,my way the store up the country .. 
A few of the observations which I made on my j01-1rney 
shall be communicated in the next chapter. 
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CHAP'tER L VII. 

Savannah,-Louisville ,-Greensourg,-Augusta, 

0 N the 2d of April lleft Savannah, on horseback, at 5 
o'clock in the afternoon._ A young gentleman in a chair 
accompanied me, and we took the road to Louisville. The 

·weather was warm and sultry. We travelled 18 miles 

through a low marshy country, abounding in thick woods, 
but having a thin population, to .Powell's, and here we 

stopped. for the :µight. About 11 o'clock, there was a 
thunder-gust to the_ south-east ; the wind shifted to the 
north-west, and the weather became suddenly cold. 

April 3d, we travelled through a wretched looking 
country · 12 miles, to breakfast ; and 12 miles further to 
dinner, part of_ the way through pine ban-ens. The coun
try was nmv: a little more elevated, but the soil poor and 
sandy, and so continued 20 miles, to Jones', ·where. we 
stopped for the night. Jones has a thriving plantation, 
and· a fine peach orchard. 

April 4th, we travelled through a country nearly similar 

to that vve passed yesterday, 14 miles, ,vhen, entering 
Burke county, we met with more improvements, and saw 
many fine peach orchards ; and the trees being in blossom> 

formed a very agreeable contrast to the barren wast0-s 

around them. At 6 o'clock in the evening, we reached 
Louisville, 100 miles from Savannah. I found the seat 
of government had be~n removed to :Milledgeville ; but 
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my friend Dr. Powell, still remained at this place; and I 
passed a very qgreeable evening with his family. The 
doctor was not· at home, and I regretted much that I had 
not an -opportunity of thanking him· for his kindness and 
attention when I was here before. 
· · April 5. At half past 8 o'clock we set out for Sparta·. 
A mile from Louisville, we passed a considerable stream 
called Rocky Comfort, where there are-a number of mills; 
and this being the boundary between the high and low 
~ountry, the scenery now· becomes more variegated. Five 
miles beyond this the road forks; we took the right.hand 
road, but it was the wrong one, and fod · us six miles · out of 
our way, through a barren country. The country im~ 
proves towards the Ogeeche river, which we crossed at 
the ·Shoals, and here there are several important mills. 
The. banks · of the river are· steep and rocky, and the soil 
in the neighbourhood is pretty fertile, producing wheat, 
corn, &c. After crossing the river, we passed over vast 
masses of rock, and, travelling 14 miles, we reached Sparta, 
towarrls which the soil improv:_esLand there is a pretty fer .. 
tile country round it. 

Sparta is a small town, but until of late it had a very 
flourishing commerce, and a great deal of mercantile busi
ness was transacted in it. ,It has now, in consequence of 
the stoppage of foreign commerce, suffered most severely. 
Many of the merchants, and country people, cannot pay 
their debts; and the winding up· of the business, through 
the medium of the courts of law, has prod.uced effects dis~ 
tressing to· contemplate. I was informed that there wa,s 
now no demand for British goods at all ; and all the people 
were clothine: themselves in homes1mn. u 
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At Spmta I parted· with my young friend, who returned 
to Savannah, and I went further up the country to Greens
burg~ M~eting with a countryman who kept a tavern 
about half-way, I availed myself of his company, and lodg
ed at his house during the night. My fellow-traveller, 
who was very communicative, told me that the country 

in this district was healthy, and the lands generally good. 
The price of land uncleared, was from two to five dollars 
per acre. On reaching the house, I f0t1nd his family all 
busily employed in manufacturing, and they sho,ved me a 
number of the articles, which were very good, some of 
them handsome. They told me, that, besides supplying 
the family, they made a considerable quantity o( goods 
for sale. 

April , 7. The morning being beautiful, I started at 
• I 

daylight, and travelled through a very pleasant country, 13 
miles, to Greensburg. The soil is good,.· and ab~unds 

with a species of timber, called dogwood, which bears a 
white flower, and being now in full blossom, the· :woods 
formed a most beautiful appearance.. The · north-west 
wind, which commenced on the 2d, continued until now, 
and the weather was healthy and delightful. 

Greensburg is a handsome town, containing about 200 
inhabitants, and-is improving; but the mercantile business 
is in a very dull state. The country is handsome romid it, 
and the situation is elevated and healthy G 

At 12 o'clock, noon, I set out for Mount Vernon, 
in the new purchase, where our country-store was si
tuated, 22 miles from Greensburg., Eight miles from 
Greensburg, through a pretty good, but thinly-settled coun
try, is the Oconee river, and three miles beyond this, through 

a country nearly similar, is the Appalachy. These two 
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rivers are vety fine streams, and I passed both by boats. 
From the Appalachy to Mount Vernon, I travelled 11 
miles in the new purchase, and I was ially surprised to 
observe the number of settlements that had been made in 
the short space of four years. The greater part of th~ lots 
were ,disposed of, and I was hardly ever out of sight of a 
plantation. · The surface of the cov-ntry is agreeably uneven, 
abounding in springs and small rivulets, and, from the ap
pearance of the people, I have no doubt but the country is 
very he~lthy. 
. J spent several days I in this place, on one of which I 

went to Madison, the-county-town, six miles from Moupt 
Vernon. This was laid out only a year before, yet it is 
now a thriving place, having a court-house, a number of 
dwelling-houses, three taverns, and as many stores. 

On the 15th of April, I left this distrfot, on my return 
to Greensburg. On my arrival there, I found the inhabi
tants in a state of alarm. Advice. had just been received, 
that a letter had been found in the state of Virginia, dated 
from Greensburg, . stating that all was ready in Georgia, , 
and recommending prompt . measures to be pursued in 
executing the work in Virginia. It was presumed that 
the work alluded to was the assassination of the white peo
ple. The a1arm being given, it had spread through the 
country in all directions ; and the people had adopted mea
sures of precaution. At this place the guards paraded the 
Streets all night. 

On the 16th, at 12 o'clock, I left Greensburg for Au
gusta, accompa11ied by a doctor of medicine, a very intel
ligent gentleman, who lived 16 miles below Greensburg. 
While we travelled together we had· a good deal of con~ 
V@rsation regarding the present-·alarm in the country, con~ 
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ceming which we made inquiry at all the settlements we 

passed, and of all the people we saw. We found that some 
of them were a.~ood ,deal alarmed ; others considered that 
there was no danger ; and some ridiculed the whole as an 
idle tale. But they all thought there was a propriety in 
taking measures of precaution. 

I was satisfied, upon the whole, that the alarm was 
greater than the. danger; and that there never can be a sue. 
cessful organization of the black people against the whites, 
upon a large scale, in Georgia ; nor indeed in any part of 
the United States. A short glance at the subject may be 
useful, because I found that it was generally supposed in 
Britain, that the southern states would be eventually de
stroyed in this way. 

By the census of 1800, I find that all the slaves north 
of the state of Delaware, amount to only 35,516 ; being 
such a small proportion to the white inhabitants, that they 
can have no influence; and as a gradual abolition is going 
,on, the proportion is diminishing every year. 

In those states . where slavery exists in full force, the 
relative numbers, in 1800, stood as in the following table. 

Free Per sons. Slaves. 
Delaware 58,130 t,143 
Maryland 241,985 107,707 
Virginia 534,396 345,796 
Kentucky 180,602 40,34,3 
N. Carolina 334,807 133,296 
S. Carolina 199,340 146,151 
Georgia 102,989 59,699 
Tennessee 92,018 13,584 

JdJ ---
1,744,267 852,699 
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From this table it 'appears, that the free people outnum
ber the slaves above two to one, and we cannot· suppose , 
that ever the proportion on the side of the slaves will be 
greater than it is now, more especially when we consider 
that all importation has ceased. Hence the mere physical 
strength is above two to one on the side of the white people, 
filld those who possess any. degTee of . intelligence among 
the negroes, are fully aware of this, and must know that 
any. attempt at insurrection would end in their own de
struction. It is only by men of intelligence 'among them, 
heading an insurrection, that they could·. have any· chance 
at all. 

But, in the:' ne;t place, the whole artificial strength of 
the country is· in the hands· of the white people ; and when 
we consider that a single despot, at the head of a band of 
armed men, comparatively few, can rule a whole country 
with a rod of iron, ,:ve can calculate what effect an attempt 
on the part of one · third of a nation, in a state of slavery, 
without arms, without ammunition, without education, or 
the power of holding conversation with one another by. 
writii1g.; we· can calculate what effect an attempt on their 
part would have to destroy the other two thirds, who have 
every advantage that the · others want. 

It has been sup:posed that the slaves could organize a 
plan to assassinate the white people, and to perform the 
whole in one .night. The thing is impossible. No plan 
of this kind can be organized, on a large scale, witho:ut 
detection; and t:he power to organize such a plan, by the 
slaves in these states, is so Iiinited, as hardly to merit 
notice. Besides all this, there is probably hardly a family 
in the United States, where there is not one or more of the 
slaves attached to them, from some personal consideration .. 
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The women, in particular, are a great many of them em
ployed in the · capacity of domestic servants, and some of 
them are as much the confidence of their mistresses as 

ladles' maids are in En'.gland ; others have nursed the chil
dren; and the whole have less or more associated with the 
white children when young. These are all so many ties. 
of affection, which but a small majority among the negroes, 
I believe, would be willing to break, in order to organize 
rebdlion; and it will be· Virceived that a single discovery, 
by one slave, leads to the detection of a whole plot. 

But, indeed, it appears to me that the blacks are in ge- -
neral a good-natured, · well-disposed, peaceable people;· and 
nothing but ill usage so extreme as to drive· them to a state 
of desperation, could ever bring about any general plan for 
the assassination of the white people. There may be par
ticular local circumstances ~f, revolt; but none is ever to 
he apprehended of a nature sufficient to endanger the safety 
of the southern states, or any one individual state. 

Having travelled 30 miles, through a .pretty pleasant 
country, I arrived· in the· evening at Washington, which is 
a pleasant little town, containing about 100 houses; and· 

the fidds in its neighbourhood are in a high state of c·ulti
vation. 

April 17th. I left Washington at day .;.light, and at ten 
reached Ray's mills, a haJ1dsome settlement on a considera~, 
ble stream of water. Having some little business to transact 
here, I stopped all day. The people in the house where I 
lodged had a very extensive manufactory of homespun; 
and they were all substantially clad in cotton cloth, of their 
own manufacture, some" of it elegant. 

On the 18th I travelled 16 miles, through a pretty good 
cbuntry; to Columbia Court-House, a small place, hand~ 
somely situated, 22 miles west from Augusta. 
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On the. 19th, I travelled through a country nearly similar 
tothat I passed,· through the day before; towards Augusta 
the soil is good, and the country improves ,in appearance, 
being, in a high state- of cultivation. I reached Augusta 

at 12 o'clock,, and being a place I always admired, I stopt 
here sorne days. 

One of my first calls was on my old friend the Major, 
with whom l travelled from New. York to _ Boston, · four 
years before; and we spent a few hours together, in which 
we recounted oilf' adventures on Long. Island sound. The 
gentleman with whom -I lodged· having a taste for natural 

philosophy, chemistry, and mechanics, I had always a rich 
intellectual feast on my return to my, lodgings. 

I left Augusta on the 26th for Richmond springs, where 
I saw my old frie~d the poet. and · his sable mistress, with, 
whom I . lodged two days, and then passed over to 
Waynesborough, where being hospitably entertained a few 
days by some very respectable planters in that neighbour
hood, ,I set out for Savannah on the 3d of May, in 
company with two very agreeable friends, and arriv,ed on 
the 5th at noon. 

During this journey to the upper country, I made every 
inquiry that I could regarding the state of its commercial 
concerns, and I w;_:s satisfied that it had undergone a great 
reViolution since I was in the country before. The staple 
commodity of the state is cotton, and ,-if had so fallen in 

value, as to cut off upwards of one third of the income of 
the country. It follm\'ed that the inhabitants must q1rtail 

their expenditure in proportion. I accordingly found that 
all the people in the interior of the country, v1-rere clothed 
in homespun. , In almost every family a cotton manufac
tory w:y, to be seen, and in some instances they had in-
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troduced spinning, upon a pretty large scale, by jennies. 
At a parade of the militia, at Augusta, I· was told, that 
out of 500 men, only two were to be found who had a 
single article of British manufactures about them. It had 
become fashionable every- lvhere to wear homespun, and 
from the very substantial stuff the people were making, and 
the agreeable employment it afforded to the young women 
of the country, I was convinced that this trade would en. 
crease probably to nearly the total exclusion of British. 
goods from ·the state. This was far from, being flattering: 
to me ; and the · commission business, in which we had 
embarked, was much affected by the low price of cotton, 
and the general dull state of trade. Having therefore very 
little to do, I confided the business to the management of 
my partner, and set out for the .northern states, by way of 
Charleston. 
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CHAPTER L VIII. 

Charleston,-· New York,-Philadelphia,-Staten Island. 

' ON the 9th of June I left Savannah, with my old friend, 
captain Cooper, in the Delight. The weather was exceed
ingly sultry, and we had a light southerly breeze down the 
· river, but we were favoured by the tide, and got· t~ sea be-· 
fore dark, when a fine breeze sprung up, and we reached 
Charleston light-house by day-light._ At 8 o'clock, we 
landed in the city. 

Here I was invited to lodge with a friend, which was a 
fortunate circumstance, for I had been but a short time in 
the city when I was seized with a fever ; but, by timely at
tention and good nursing, I got clear of it in the course of 
a few days. 

During my stay here, I went to see Sullivan's Island. In 
our way we passed the fortifications, where considerable 
repairs and alterations had taken place ; and it was pre
sumed the harbour was now in a very respectable state of 
defence. Sullivan's Island is an excellent summer retreat, 
and is open on all sides to the sea breeze, so that it is enm 
tirely free from every vestige. of marsh or putrid effluvia, 
and consequently from all epidemical sickness. 

On Sunday, the 17th June, I went on board the Eliza, 
captain Leslie, for New York. This was a very handsome 
vessel, remarkably well found in every respect, aI\d she 
was, on this occasion, crowded with passengers, having no 
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less than 24. 1 On crossing the bar, we put to sea with a 
north-east wind, which sent us a considerable way to the 
south of our course ; and after being beat about with head 
winds for several days, we took a heavy gale from the south. 
east, which nearly put us ashore on Cape Look-out shoals. 
The gale subsided, but we had still head winds until the 
26th, when, near Cape Hatteras, we took a fair wind, which 
carried us into New Yark on the 30th. 

Nothing material occurred in: this city- until tl~e 4th of 
July, vvhcn the anniversary of independence was celebrated 
·with great splendor, and was equally attended to by both 
the political parties. The federal procession consisted 
principally of the \Vashington arid Hamilton Societies, in 
number 700 or 800 ; that of the republicans was composed 
of the Tammany Society, Manhattan Society, and the diffe. 
rent trades' societies in the city. The processions were 
conducted respectively to different churches, where, after 
prayer, the declaration of independence was read, and an 
oration delivered ; accompanied with several pieces of ap
propriate vocal and instrumental music. 

An outward display of great festivity was exhibited all 
over the city, by firing guns, ringing bells, with military 
and other processions ; and. the · evening was spent gene. 
rally in a social manner, by different societies and private 
circles. In every party, they had a regular series of 17 
toasts, one for each state, and a number of v0lunteer toasts 
from the company. These toasts were very sentimental, 
and may be considered as a very good barometer for dis
covering the particular political opinions of the party. 

Having no particular business in the ·city, I went to live 
a few weeks on Long Island, which is a delightful sum
mer residei1ce. During this time, I took a jaunt as far as 
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Jamaica, a pretty little village, 12 miles to the eastward of 
New York, and by the finest road I had yet seen in Ame .. 
rica. The settlements by the way are very handsome, 
and some of the buildings are elegant. A number of very 
respectable inhabitants, some of whom are merchants· of 
New York, reside in Jamaica; and it has a seminary for 
edu~ation, esteemed one of the _best in · the state. The 
country round is very pleasant, and to the north is a ridge 
of hills, from whence there is a ¥ery fine view of the adjacent 
~ountry, and a considerable distance out at sea. Having 
~pent a day at this place, I returned in the evening by 
Newtown, a pleasant little ,village, near East river. In the 
whole circuit, I found the sides of the road clad with fruit
trees, ~nd the crops of fruit very abundant. 

About this thne I fell in with a gentlem;m from Scotc 
land, who was in expectation of a considerable quantity 
pf goods in the fall, and we agreed to transact business to ... 
gether <:luring that season, with a view of a more perma
nent connexion, if the tnJ.de continued open. Having, :pre .. 
vious to this, determined to remain in America, I had writ
ten for my family, and expected them early in the fall; 
and, in order to receive them, I took lodgings 4t the qua
rantine ground, on Staten Island; and having stationed my 
son in our new lodgings, I accompanied two. of my New 
Yark friends to Philadelphia. 

We travelled by the mail stage, and were determined to 
be merry. One of our members, being a limb of the law, 
made some very animated dissertations, kgal, logical, and 
critical; but in the course of one of these, a certain protu
berance on his face, called a nose, happened to come sud
denly in contact with his neighbour's elbow, which pro
duc~d an argument so solid, that it put an end to his 
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spouting fit, and made him repent the violence. of his ges~ 

tures in " tears of blood." , This gave our amusements a 
new turn, and vocal music succeeded. We had a number 

of excellent . songs, to the great entertainment of a young 
Englishman, of our company, ,vho, at the close of each, 
would exclaim, 

" A very good song, and very .well sung, 
Meny companions every one." 

Our Englishman, who was a fresh importation from 
Manchester, entertained us with a long consequential story 

about the great demand for Henglish manufactures at ome. 
'' The ome trade," says he, " is so brisk, that hour ands 

lzar-e not liable to bring the goods so fast forward has they 
hare wanted, hand we don't care a. fig for the Hanierican 
trade. "-Fudge ! 

In the course of our journey, we encountered a stage full 
of people, some of whom, we were informed, had been at 
a camp nieeting; and a preacher from New Yark, who 
had some time before been interdicted by the corporation 
from disturbing the peace of that city by his eccentricities, 

sat in the front of the carriage. A good many witticisms 
'\vere passed on this circumstance,·· and on the nature· of 

camp meetings, and the facility with which odd jobs could 
be transacted at them,. by certain members of the commu

nity; which occasioned a good deal of laughter in our 

stage. This called the preacher into action. " There will 
be no laughter in hell," says he. " How the d-1 do you 
know that?" said one of the company. " Were you ever 
there? You feHows seem to make as free with the order 

and economy of his Sooty Darkness's dominions, as if you 
were partners in the concern; and truly, from the rigs 
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which are carried on at your camp meetings and other 
places, it would appear that you are connected in trade 
,vith the old boy, if not directly as partners, at least as 

agents." He was proceeding to ask what commission 
they had for managing such business, when the stage drove 
6n, and we left the "eccentric preacher" muttering some~ 
thing to himself· which we did not distinctly hear. 

Before we arrived at Princeton, our lawyer was so over
come by exertion, that he fell asleep in the carriage ; and 
so fast had Morpheus locked up his faculties, that we could 
not rouse him to supper ; and even after supper he· con
tinued his nap in the carriage. But in one of his nodding 
fits he had pitched his hat, "a special new one," over 
hoard; and when he awoke near Trenton, he . made this 
known t_o the company, with lamentations at his hard fate. 
There is a certain roguish11ess in mankind, which impels 
them to laugh at their neighbours' misfortunes, when they 
are of a trivial nature, and attended by ludicrous circumq 
stances.· We answered our friend's observations by a loud 
laugh; in which none joined more heartily than the gentle~ 
man whose elbow had unfortunately given him the bloody 
nose. But he indulged his mirth without adverting to the 
state of his own pericranium; putting up his hand, he felt 
it was .bare, and exclaimed, that he had lost his hat too. 
This gave the company a fresh cause for indulging their 
mirth, and made the lawyer in part reconciled to his loss. 
On our arrival at Philadelphia, the two gentlemen marched 
away very lovingly together, to purchase new hats, so what 
was loss to them, was gain to the hat-makers. "It's an ill 
wind that blows nobody good." 

Having remained a few days in Philadelphia, I returned 
by the steam.boat, and as I had no business to transact in 
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New York till the fall goods would arrive, I landed at 
Staten. Island, which I found to be a most agreeable place 
in the summer season. The quarantine ground is hand
somely sifrrnted, on. the east side of the island, on a small 
bav about a mile and a half above the narrows. The . ' 
land here rises boldly from the shore, and is perfectly 
healthy. A considerable piece of ground is e1iclosed for 
the health offices ; and the health officer, and his assistant, 
reside within the enclosure. Contiguous to it an officer of 
the customs resides ; and in the neighbourhood are. a 
number of respectable families. Mr. Lang, formerly men
tioned, and his family reside here in the summer season. 
There was, upon the whole, a very social circle at this 
place, embellished by a number of handsome young ladies, 
and we had many agreeable parties •. Our society was often 
augmented by visitors from ~ew York, and strangers ar
riving at the quarantine ground; so that the variety of senti
ment among us, religious and political, was· in proportion 
to our numbers; but it never interfered ·with our social 
harmony. Religion and politics are two of the most im
portant concerns of mankind ;-the one embracing his 
interests now, the other hereafter ; and in proportion as 
people feel a lively interest in both, they will become the 
topics of conversation. "Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." But they are subjects which 
admit of a great variety of sentiment, and on which man
kind win never think alike. Hence it is of importance 
that they be discussed temperately, and with deference to 
the feelings of each other. One of the most important 
circumstances in discussing them, is to avoid all personal 
abuse, more especially of public characters. In a popular 
govemment, no man can be appointed to a public station, 
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without having the voice of a majority in his favour, real 
or implied. To call him names, , therefore, and to load 
him with all manner of reproaches, 1 is just to abuse, at 
second hand, those who have appointed him, of whom 
your political antagonist may be one. It is often so viewed, 
and anger and strife ensue ; and thus, a discussion that, 
properly managed, might be conducive to promote know
ledge and information, becomes often the means of raising 
the whirlwind of passion, and of destroying the peace of 
sGciety. 
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CHAPTER LIX~ 

New York,-Commercial views. 

1~ HE expected goods arrived early in the fall, and in 
greater quantity than was -at first calculated on, and there 
was a very good fall trade, so that I was pretty busily em
ployed in New York, till the month of November, when I 
was delighted by the safe arrival of my family. I was now 
most ahxious to settle· in New York, in a mercantile capa
city, and there seemed to, be a considerable probability that 
I would be able to accomplish that object. The negoci
ations between America and Britain were continued, and 
had been so long protracted, that I was inclined to think 
all inte1Tuptions would be done away. Indeed the Ame
rican government had placed her foreign relations - on a 
footing by which the English ministry could get an ascen
dancy over France on terms so easy, that, shaken as my 
confidence in them was, I could not imagine but that they 
,voul~l embrace it. America had opened her trade to both 
belligerents, accompanied by a declaration, that on any one 
of them withdrawing their unjust edicts, so far as they in
terfered with her neutrality, she would immediately enforce 
the non-intercourse act against the other. Both parties had 
expressed the utmost good-will towards America, and as
serted that their edicts were only meant to annoy the trade 
of each other; alleging that America could not reasonably 
cpmplain that it accidentally interfered with her trade, as she 
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had not set up the proper resistance. It was impossible that 
America could set up a resistance to both, in any other way 

than by withdrawing from the ocean altogether, whichwas 

a resistance that might be made, and had been made for a 

time; but it could not be endured for ever. It was a sa
crifice without an object ; she could in that case have no 
trade. She therefore came to the resolution of resisting 

any one of them, on getting the freedom of the seas restor. 

ed, as far as it bad been obstructed by the other. How 

eagerly then would a wise ministry have seized this oppor

tunity of cultivating the friendship of a great and growing 

nation, whose trade is of such importance to Britain; and 

of putting their deadly enemy in the wrong in the face of 

the whole world! But the sincerity of the British ministry 

was now brought to the test, and Bonaparte, as usual, tri
umphed over them and the nation. The French minister,· 

Champagny, intimated to the American minister at Paris, 

that the decrees were withdrawn, in these terms ; " The 
decrees of Berlin and Milan are reyoked, and they ,vill 
cease to be in force from the 1st of November next, it/ 

being understood that, in consequence of this declaration, 
the English shall, as they have declared they would, revoke 

their orders in council, and renounce the principles of block
ade which they have attempted to establish, or that the Unit

ed States, conformaoly to the act of congress you have Just 

communicated, shall cause their rights to be respected by· 

the English." 
This was officially announced by the president's procla

mation of the 2d of November; and, no corresponding act 

having taken place in England, the non-intercourse act was 

put in force against that country; and thus again were my 

commercial arrangements defeated. 
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In the mean time I had kept up an intercourse with my 
partner in Savannah, and from a supposition that some bu~ 
siness might be done between that port and New York, we 
tried the experiment by a small shipment from each ; but 
they were both unsuccessful, and I was satisfied that while 
the restrictions were continued, no beneficial trade could 
be carried on, at least by us, between these two ports. In. 
deed I was tir~d of the Savannah trade altogether, and anx
iously wished for an opportunity to get entirely clear·of it. 

But matters did not yet appear entirely hopeless with 
England. The president stated in his message to congress, 
that, "To a communication from our minister at London 
of the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees, it was 
answered, that the British system would he relinquished as 
soon as the 7:epeal efthe French decrees should have actually 
taken effect, and the commerce of neutral nations have been 
restored to the condition in ,vhich it stoo~ previously to the 
promulgation of those decrees. This pledge, althongh it 
does not necessarily import, does not exclude the intention 
of relinquishing along with the orders in council, the prac
tice of those novel blockades,· which have a like effect of 
interrupting our foreign commerce. And this further jus.; 
tice to the United States is the rather to be looked for, in
asmuch as the blockade in question, being not more con
trary to the established law of nations, than inconsistent 
with the rules of trade, recognised by Great Britaiff herself, 
could have no leg'dl basis, other than the plea of retaliation 
alleged as the basis of the orders in council." 

It was stated in a subsequent part of the message, indeed, 
that, " On the other important subjects depending between 
the U nitecl States and that government, no progress has 
been made from which an early and satisfactory result 
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could be relied on;" yet I considered there was still a pro
bability of the trade being opened. I thought the minis
try would not surely be so mad, as to persevere in a sys
tem which went to preclude the valuable manufactures of 
the country from a market to the extent of ten or twelve 
millions sterling annually; and I went on making my ar
rangements to act as an agent for som~ -British manufactu
rers, in which I had a prospect of exc'ellent connexions.· 

In following up my plan relative to this branch, I was 
naturally led to inquire into the state of.the internal manu
factures of the country, and I was astonished to observe 
the rapid progress which they had made in the course of a 
few years, and the great extent to which they had risen. 

l3y the secretary of the treasury's report, which was only 
in part, it appeared, that " the following manufactures are 
carried on to an extent which may be considered adequate 
to the supply of the United States. 

Wooden articles of every kind. 
Leather, and articles of leather. 
Soap, and tallow candles. 
Spermaceti oil and candles, 
Flaxseed oil. 
Refined sugar. 
Coarse earthen ware. 
Snuff, chocolate, hair-powder, and mustard. 

"The following branches are firmly established, supplying 
the greater part of the consumption of the United States. 

Iron, and articles of iron. 
Cotton, wool, flax, and hemp. 
Hats and straw bonnets. 
Paper, printing types, printed books, playing cards. 
Spirituous and malt liquors. 

VOL. I. 3 D 
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Wax candles.· 

'' Progress has been made in the following bran-eh.es. 

Paints and colours. 
Chemical prepaxations; and medicirial drugs. 

Salt.· 
Copper and brass. 

Japanned and plated ware. 

Queen's and other earthen ware. 

Glass ware, &c. &c-. 
I 

" Many other articles, on which no information has been 

received, are undoubtedly omitted." 

The report goes on to state the outlines of the informa~ 

tion received on the respective branches, all of which is 

exceedingly important; but I shall only make a few ex

tracts, relative to SO.llle of the most prominent articles. 

" Cotton, Wool, and Flax. 

·" The first cotton mill was erected in the state of Rhode 

Island, in the year 1791, another in the same state, in the 

year 1795; and two more in the state of 1\!Iassachusetts, in 

the years 1803 and 1804. During the three succeeding 

years, ten more were erected in Rhode Island, and one in 

Connecticut, making altogether 15 mills, erected before 

the year 1808, working at that time about 8000 spindles, 

and producing about 300,000 lbs. of yarn a year. 

(' Returns have been received of 87 mills, which were 

erected at th~ end of the year 1809 ; 62 of which ( 4.8 

,Nater and 14, horse mills) were in bperation, and worked 

at that time 31,000 spindles. The other 25 will be all in 

operation in the course of this year, and together with the 

former ones ( all of which are increasing ~their machinery), 
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will, by the estimate received,_ work more than 8~,000 spin6 

dles at the commencement of the year 1811. 
" The capital required to carry, on the manufacture on 

the best terms is estimated at the rate of · 100 dollars per 

spindle ; but 'it is believed, that no m0re than at the rate of 

60 dollars is generally employed. Each spindle produces 
annually about 36 pounds of yarn from 45 lbs. of cotton; 
and the value of the yarn may be averaged as worth 1 
dollar 12! cents per lb. Eight hundred spindles employ 
40 persons, viz. 5 men, 35 women and children. 

"· The increase of carding and spinning cotton by ma

chinery' in establishments for that purpose, exclusively of 
that done in private families, has been fourfold during the 

last two years, nnd tenfold in three years. Thirty-six of 

these mills, working 20,406 spindles, are situated within 
30 miles of Providence. The remainder are scattered all 
over the country. 

"Hosiery may be considered as almost exclusively a 
household manuf~cture. That of Germantown has de--

dined, and it does n?t appear to have been1 attempted on a 
large scale in other places. There are, however, some 

exceptions; and it is stated, that the island of Martha's· 

Vineyard exports annually 9000 pair of stockings. 
" But by far the greater part of the goods made of cot

ton, flax, and wool are manufactured in · private families,, 
mostly for their own use, and partly for sale. They con
sist principally of coarse cloth, flannel, cotton · stuffs, and 

stripes of every- description, linen, and mixtures of wool 
with flax and cotton. The information received from 

every state, and from more than 60 different places, con-:. 

, curs in establishing the fact of an extrao1~dinary increase 

during the last tw? years, and in rendering fr probahJt\ 



S96 TUAYELS IN 

that about two-thirds of the clothing, and house and· table 

linen of the inhabitants of. the United States, who do not 

reside in sea-ports, is made in this way. 
" In the eastern and middle states, carding' machines; 

worked by water, are everywhere established, and they 

are rapidly extending southwardly and westwardly. Jen~ 

nies, other family 'spinning machines, and flying shuttles, 

are also introduced in many places ; and as many fulling 

mills are erected as are required for finishing all the cloth 

that is wove in private families. 
" The value of the goods made of cotton, vvool, and 

flax, which are annually manufactured in the United States, 

is calculated to exceed 40,000,000 dollars. 

'' The manufacture of cards and wire is intimately con
nected with this part of the subject. vVhitemore's ma

chine for making cards has completely excluded foreign 

importations of that article,_ but the wire is altogether im

ported. It appears, however, that the manufacture of it 

may and would pe immediately established, so as to sup
ply the demand both for cards and other objects, provided 

the same duty was imposed on wire ( now imported duty · 

free) which is laid on other articles of the same material. 

" Earthen and -Glass-ware. 

" A sufficient quantity of the coarser species of pottery 

-is made everywhere ; and information has been received 

of four manufactories of a finer kind lately established. 

One at Philadelphia, ,i\rith a capital of 11,000 dollars, ma~ 

nufacturcs a species similar to that made in Staffordshire, 

in England ; and the othets in Chester county, in Penn-
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sylvania, in New Jersey, and on the Ohio, make various 
kinds. of queens-ware., 

"Information has been obtained of 10 glass manufac
tories, which employ about 140 glass-blowers, and make 
annually 27,000 boxes of window glass, containing each 
100 square feet of glass. Some of these manufactories 
make also green bottles and other wares; and two works, 
employing tog~ther 6 glass-blowers, have been lately 
erected at Pittsburg, and :rp.ake decanters, tumblers, and 
every other description of flint glass of a superior quality. ' 

" It is inferred, that the annual product of the American 
manufactures exceeds 120,000,000 dollars; and it is not 
improbable that the raw material used, and the provisions 
and other articles consumed by the manufacturers, creates 
a home market for agricultural products not very i1iferior 
to that· which arises from foreign demand. 

" The most prominent of the causes which have hitherto 
impeded the progress of manufactures have been the abun
dance of land, compared with the population, the high 
price of labour, and the want of -capital. The superior 
attractions of agricultural pursuits, the great extension of 
American commerce, during the late European wars, and 
the continuance of habits after the causes which produced 
them have ceased to exist, may also be enumerated. Se~ 
veral of these obstacles have, however, been ,removed or 
lessened. The cheapness of provisions had always, to a 
certain extent, counterbalanced the high price of manual 
labour; and this is now, in many important branches, 
nearly superseded by the introduction of machinery. A 
great American capital has been acquired during the last 
twenty years ; and the injurious violation of the neutral 
commerce ef the United States, by forcing industry and 
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capital into other channels, have broken inveterate habits, 
and given a general impulse, to which must be ascribed the 
great encrease ef manufactures during the two. last years." 

It would he tedious to enumerate the twentieth part o( 

the information, which came under my observation in cor
roboration of this report; I shall, therefore, only conde
scend upon one sirtgle circumstance, which shows at one 
glance the great progress of manufactures, and how little 
the subject may be known by those who live in the sea
ports. In the county of New York, comprehending the 
whole island, there were, in 1810, only three looms; the 
number in. the state was 33,068 ; and the general summa

ry of the manufactures, 'in the state, was as follows: 

Value, 
Looms 33,Q68 yards cloth 9,099,703 $5,002,891 
Tan works 867 leather 1,299,542 
Distilleries 591 spirits 1,685,794, 
Breweries 42 beer 340,765 
Fulling mills 427 enh~ced value of cloth 679,126 
Paper mills 28 paper 233,263 
Hat factories 124 hats 249,035 
Glass works 6 gfass (besides bottles) 716,800 
Powder mills Q powder 10,040 
Rope walks 18 ropes 538,000 
Sugar houses 10 sugar 420,706 
Oil mills ,28 oil 4_9,283 
Blast furnaces 11 iron lvares 205,300 
Air furnaces 10 do. 156,720 
Cut-nail factories 44, nails 276,932 
Forges 48 iron 185,240 
Trip hammers 4~ do. 40,000 
Rolling and slit- § 

1 d0, SS,120 ting mills 
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CarcUngmachines 413 (value in cloth stated above) 
Cotton factories 26 ( value not ascertained) 
Woollen factories (ditto) 
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Salt 525,000 bushels 147,000 
Silk 2,240 skeins 
Articles in State Prison 60,000 
The whole manufactures may be e5timated above 17 

millions of dollars, exclusive of flour, ashes, maple sugar, 
cyder, &c. 

The aggregate of the manufactures of Pennsylvania, I 
found to exceed 28 millions of dollars; 'and they appear
ed everywhere to be approaching nearly to a supply of the 
internal demand, while those of Rhode Island exceeded it, 
and afforded a great surplus for exportation. 

From these and several other circumstances which came 
under my review, I was led to believe that the trade to 
Britain, on which I had fixed my dependence, would be 
now so much curtailed, that it would be precarious : but 
I had been long in it ; my habits were formed to it ; 'and 
I was unwilling to relinquish it, while there was a ray ef 
hope left. 

At last that ray of hope was dissipated. The prince of 
Wales was appointed regent ; but no new ministry was 
formed, nor any measure adopted to restore harmony be~ 
tween the two countries:-" I therefore calculated that in

ternal manufactures and commerce would, in all probability, 

he substituted for foreign commerce.," a;nd I resolved to 

slwpe my course accordingly. 
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No. I. 

Of the Cause of the Yellow Fever; and the means of preventing it 
in places not yet infected with it : addressed to the Baard of 
Health in Ameri<:a. By THOMAS PAINE. 

A GREAT deal has been written respecting the yellow 
fever. First, with respect to its causes, whether domestic or im
ported. Secondly, on the mode of treating it. 

What I am going to suggest in this essay is, to ascertain some 
point to begin at, in order to arrive at the cause, and, for this pur• 

pose, some preliminary observations are necessary. 
The yellow fever always begins in the lowest part of a p.opulous 

mercantile town, near the water, and continues there, without af
fecting the higher parts. The sphere, or circuit it acts in, is small, 
and it rages most where large quantities of new ground have been 
made, by banking out the river, for the purpose of making ,wharve&~ 
The appearance and prevalence of the yellow fever in these places, 
being those where vessels arriv~ from the West Indies, has caused 
the belief, that the yellow fever was imported from thence. But 
here are two cases acting in the same place: the one, the condition 
of the ground at the wharves, which, being new made on the 
muddy and filthy bottom of the river, is different from the natural 
condition of the ground in the higher parts of the city, and conse_m. 
quently subject to produce a different kind of effiuvia or vapour; 

the oth~r case is the arri.val of vessels from th~ West Indies. 
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In the state of Jersey, neither of these cases has taken place; 
no shipping arrive there, and consequently there has been no em. 

bankment for the purpose of wharves, and the yellow fever has 

never broke out in Jersey. This, however, does not decide the 
point, as to the immediate cause of the fever ; but it shows that 

this species of fever is not common to the country in its natural 

state; and I believe the same was the case in the West Indies, 
before embankments began, for the purpose of making wharves, 
which always alter the natural condition of the ground. No old 
history, that I know of, mentions such a disorder as the yellow 

fever . 
. t ~ person seized lfjth the yellow fove11 in an affected part of the 

fowo., arid brought into the healthy part, or into the country and 
among healthy persons, does not communicate it to the neighbour
hood, or to those immediately around him. ,vhy, then, are we 

to .suppose it c.an be brought from the West Indies, a distance of 

more than a thousand miles, &ince we see it cannot be. carried from 
one town to another, nor from one part of a town to another, at 

home ? Is:itin the ,air? . This; question on the case requires a mi
nute. examination. ln the first place, the difference between air aint. 
wind is the same as between a stream of water,· and a standingwater. 
A stream of water is water in motion, and wind is air in motion. 

In a: gentle. breeze, the. ~vhole body of air, as far as the breeze ex
tends, moves at the rate of seven. or eight miles an hour; in a high 

wind, at the rate of seventy 1. eighty, or a hundred miles an: hour; 
When we see the shadow of a cloud gliding on the surface of the 
ground; we see the rate at which the air moves, and it must be ,f 
good· trotting horse that can keep pace \Yith the shadow, even iri a 

gentle breeze; . consequently, a body of air. that is in and over any 

place of the same extent as the affected part of a city may be, will, 
in the space of an hour, even at the mod:erate,rate I speak of, l:ie 

moved seven or eight miles to leeward, and its place, in and 

over the city?will be supplied by a new body of air comin:g.from 

a healthy part seven or eight miles distant the contrary way, and 

then on ih continual succession. . The disorder; therefore, is not. 
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ir{the air considered in its natural state, and never stationary.

This leads to another consideration of the case. 

An impure effluvia, arising from some cause in the ground, in 

the manner that fermenting liquors produce an efilu,,ia near its 

surface that is fatal to life, will become mixed with' the air conti

guous to it, and as fast as that body of air moves off, it will im

pregnate every sutceeding body of air, however pure it rnay be 
when it arrives at the place. 

The result from this state of the case is, that the impure air, or 

vapour, that generates the yellow fever issues from the earth, that 
is, from the new made earth, or ground raised on the muddy and 

filthy bottom of the river, and which impregnates every fresh body 
of air that comes over the place,. in like m,anner as air becomes 

he:ated when it approaches or passes over the fire, or becomes of

fensive in smell when it approaches or passes over a body of cor
rupt vegetable or animal matter in a state of putrefaction. 

The nmddy bottom of rivers contains great quantities of impure, 
and often inflammable air ( carburetted hy<lrogen gais), injurious 

to life; and which remains entangled in the mud till let loose from 

thence by some accident. This air is produced by the dissolution 

and detdmposition of any cotnbus{ible matter falling into the- wa

ter; and sinking into the mud, of which the following circumstance 
will serve to give some explanation~ 

In the fall of the year that New York was evacuated (1783), 
general Washington had his head-quarters at Mrs, Berrian's at 

' ' Rock:y-Hill, in Jersey, and I was there. The congress then sat 
at Princeton. We had several times been told, that the river or 
.creek that runs near the ,bottom of Rocky-Hill, and ovet whi'ch 

there is, a mill, might be set on fire, for that was the term the coun

try people used, and as general W ashin:gton had a mind to tty the 

experin1ent, general Lincoln, who was also there, undertook tu 

make preparation for it against the next evening, November 5th. 
This was to he done, as we ,vere told, by d~sturbing the niud at 

the bottom of the ri,tet, and holding something in a blaze, as paper 

or straw, a little above the surface of the water. 



APPENDIX, .N.O. h 

Colonels Humphries and Cob were at that time aid-de-camps 

of general Washington, and those two gentlemen · and · myself got 

into an argument respecting the cause. Their opinion was, that, 
on disturbing the bottom o( the river, some bituminous matter 

arose to the surface, which took fire when the light was put to it. 
I, on the contrary, supposed that a quantity of inflammable air 
was let l:;>ose, which ascended through the water, and took fire 

above the surface. Each party held to his opinion, and the next 

evening the experiment was to be made. 
A scow had been stationed in the mill-dam, and general Wash

ington, general Lincoln, and myself, and I believe colonel Cob 
tfor colonel Humphries was sick), and three or four soldiers with 
poles, were put on board the scow. General Washington placed 
himself at one end of the scow, and I at the other •. Each of us 

had a roll of_ cartridge paper, which we lighted and held over the 

water, about two or three inches from the surface, when the sol

diers began disturbing the bottom of the river with the poles. 
As general Washington sat at one end of the scow, and I at the 

other, I could see better any thing that might happen from his 
light, than I could from my own, over which I was nearly perpen
dicular. ·when the mud at the bottom was disturbed by the 
poles, the air-bubbles rose fast, and I saw the fire take from gene· 
ral vVashington's light, and descend from thence to the surface of 

the water, in a similar manner as when a lighted candle is held so 

as to touch the smoke of a candle just blown out, the smoke will 
take fire, and the fire will descend and light up the candle. This 
was demonstrative evidence, that what was called setting the river 
on fire, ,vas setting the inflammable air on fire that arose out of 
the mud., 

I mentioned tbis experiment to Mr. Rittenhouse, of Philadel
plria, the next time I went to that city, and our opinion on the case 
was, that the air or vapour that issued from any combustible mat
ter (vegetable or _otherwise) that underwent a dissolution and de

composition of its parts, either by fire or water in a confined plac~, 
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so as not to blaze, would be inflammable, and would become flame 

whenever it came in contact with flame. 

In order to determine if this was the case, we filled up the 

breach of a gun ~arrel about five or six inches with saw-dust, and 

the upper part with dry sand to the top, and, after spiking up the 
tou~h-hole, put the b'reach into a smith'sJurnace, and kept it red 

hot, so as to consume the saw-dust ; the sand, of consequence, 

would prevent any blazee We applied a lighted candle to the 
mouth of the barrel; as the first vapour that flew off would be hu

mid, it extinguished the candle ; but, after applying the candle 

three or four times, the vapour that issued out began to flash. We 

then tied a bladder over the mouth of the barrel, which the vapour 

soon filled, and then, tying a string round the neck 'of the bladder, 

above the muzzle, took the bladder off. 
As W€ could not conveniently make experiments upon the va

pour while it was in the bladder, th~ next operation was, to getit 
into a phial; for this. purpose, we took a phial of about three or 
four ounces, filled it with water, put a cork slightly into it, and, 
introducing it into the :neck G>f the bladder, worked'the cork out, 
by getting hold of it through the bladder, into which the water 

then emptied itself, and the air in the bladder ascended into the 

phial; ;we then put the cork into the phial, and took it fr<;>m the 
bladder. It was now in a convenient condition for experiment. 

We put a lighted match into the phial, and the air or vapour in 

it blazed up in the manner of a chimney on fire. We extinguished 

it two or three times, by stopping the mouth of the phial; and put~ 

ting the lighted match to it again, it repeatedly took. fire, till the 

vapour was spent, and the phial became filled with atmospheric 
air. 

These two experiments, that, in which some combustible sub
·stance (branches and leaves of trees) had been decomposed by, 
water, in the mud; aud this, where the decomposition bad been 

produced by fire, without blazing, show, that a .species of air in~ 

juriousto life, when taken into th; lungs, may be genernted from 

substance~ which in themselveg are harmless. 
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It is by me.ans similar to these, that charcoal, which is made hy 
fire without blazing, emits a vapour destructive to life. I now 
come to apply thes,e cases, and the reasoning deduced. therefrom, 
to account for the cause of the yellow fever*. 

First :-'.fh,e yellow fever is not a disorder, produced hy the cli
mate· naturally, or it would alway~ have been here in the hot 
months. The climate is the same now as it was fifty or a hundred 
years ago. There was no yellow fever then, and it is only within 
the last twelve years, that such a disorder .has been known in 
America. 

Secondly:~ The low grounds on the shores of the rivers, at the 
-cities, where the yellow fever is annually generated, and continues 
about 3.manths without spreading, were not subject to that disorder 
in their natural state, or the Indians would have forsaken them; 
whereas, th,ey were the parts most frequented by the Indians in all 
seasons of the year, on account of fishing. The result from these 
~ases is,' that the yellow fever is produced by some new circum
stance not common to the country in its natural state, and the 
question is, what is that new circumstance? 

It may be said, that every thing <lone by the white people, since 
their settlement in th~ country, such as building towns, clearing 
lands, levelling hills, and filling up valleys, is a new circumstance~ 
but the yellow fever does not accompany any of these new circum
stances. No alteration made on the dry land produces the yellow 
fever: we must, therefore, look to some other new circumstances; 
and we come now to those that have taken place between wet and 
dry, between land and water. 

The shores of the rivers at New York, and als@at Philadelphia, 
have, on account of the vast increase of commerce, and for the 
sake of making wharves, undergone great and rapid alteratfons 
from their natural state, within a few years; and it is only in- suoh 

* The author does not mean to infer, that the in6ammable air, or carb,ur.et~ 
ted hydrogen gas, is the cause of the yellow fever ; but that pei;haps it enters 
into some combiQation with miasm generated in low grounds, which produces 
the disease, 
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parts of the shores, where those alterations have taken place, that 
the yellow fever has been produced. The parts where little or no 

alteration has been made, either on the East or North River, and 
which continue in their natural state, or nearly so, do not produce 
the yellow fever. The fact, therefore, points to the cause. 

Besides several new streets gained from the river by embank

ment, there are upwards of eighty new wharves made since the 
war, and the much greater part within the last ten or twelve years: 
the consequence of which has been, that great quantities cf filth, 
or combustible matter, deposited in the muddy bottorn of the river 
contiguous to the shore, and which produced no ill effect while 
exposed to the air, and washed twice every twenty-four hourei by 
the tide water, have been covered over several feet deep with new 
earth, and pent up, and the tide excluded. It is in these places, 
·and in the:5e only, that the yellow fever is produced. 

Having thus shown, from the circumstances of the case, that 
the cause of the yellow fever is in the place where it makes its ap
pearance, or rather in the pernicious vapour issuing therefrom, I 
go to show a method of constructing wharves, where wharves are 
yet to be constructed, as on the shore of the East River, at Corl
der's Hook, and also on the North River, that will not occasion 

the yellow fever, and which may also point out a method of re
moving it from places already infected with it. Instead, then, of 
embanking out the river, and raising solid wharves of earth on the 
mucl bottom of the shore, the better method would be to construct 
wharves on arches, built of stone. The tide will then flow in 
under the arch, by which means the shore and the muddy bottom 
will be ,:vashed and kept clean, as if they were in their natural state 
without wharves. 

When wharves are constructed on the shore lengthways, that 
is, without cutting the shore up into slips, arches can -easily be 

turned, because arches joining each other lengthways, serve as 
huttments to each other; but when the shore is cut up into slips, 
there can be no buttments. In this case, wharves can be formed 

f)U stone pillars, or wooden piles planked over on the top. In either 
VOL, I. 3F 
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of these cases, the space underneath will be a tommodiou$ shelter 
or harbour for small boats, which can go in and come out always, 
except at low water, and be .secure from storms and injuries. Thi~ 

method, besides preventing the cause of the yellow fever, which 
I think it will, will render the wharves more productive than the 

present method, because of the space preserved within the wharf. 
I offer no calculation of the expence of constructing wharves on 

arches or piles; but, on a general view, I believe they will not be 

so expensive as 
0

the present method. A very great part of the 
expence of •making solid wharves of. earth is occasioned by the 

carriage of materials, which will be greatly reduced by the me

thods here proposed, and still more so, were the arches to be con
structed of cast iron blocks. I suppose that one ton of cast iron 

blocks would go as far in the construction of an arch as tw~nty 

tons of stone. 

H~ by constructing wharves in such manner that the tide wa

ter can wash the shore and bottom of the river contiguous to the 

shore, as they are washed in their natural condition, the yellow 
fever 'can be prevented.. from generating in places where wharves 

are yet to be constructed, it may point out a method of removing 

it, at least by degrees, from places already infected with it, which 
will be, by opening the wharves in two or three places in each, and 
letting the tide water pass through. The parts opened can be 
planked over, so as not to prevent the use of the wharf. 

In taking up and treating this subj:-.:ct, I have considered it as 

belonging to natural philosophy, rather than medicinal art; and 

therefore I say nothing about the treatment of the disease after it 

takes place. I leave that part to those whose profession it is to 

study it. 
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No. IL 

Letter to a Member of Parliament on the Orders in Council, arid 
the .American Trade. 

IN the present eventful period of our histo'ry, when a war ad0 

ministration seems determined, by every act of aggression and 
folly, to drive their country to the utmost extremity of distress, I 
consider it the duty of every man who loves his country, to contri= 
bute his utmost efforts to save the state. I think I cannot better 
use mine than by a communication to you, selecting for my sub
ject the relations between this country and America. I prefer 
making this communication to a public character, because he has 
the power of making the best use of the facts communicated. I 
prefer making it to you, because you appear to me to stand on in
dependent ground; I prefer the subject of our relations with Ame
rica, because l conceive it to be of the greatest national importance, 
and but indifferently understood; and because, having recently been 
in that country, I consider myself pretty well acquainted with it. 

You are, of course, sufficiently aware of the great, importa~ce 
of the trade between the two countries. The supply of nearly six 
millions of people with manufactures of every description must 
be an object of great consequence to a manufacturing country, and. 
it is peculiarly beneficial to this country, from the facility with 
which it can be carried on. The inhabitants of America speak 
the same language as omselves; they hav.e the same manners and 
habits; they are in some measure governed by the same laws ; 
and the articles they have to give in exchange are exactly such as 

we want. 

Now, sir, it is my opinion, that this commerce can not only be 
carried on, but even increased to a much greater extent, unless it be 
interrupted by our own folly. I speak with confidence, from what 

I know of thepeople and government of the United State~, that 
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they are so much disposed to peace, and a cultivation of their 
trade, that nothing but the most imperious necessity will force 
them to relinquish their commerce with this country, far less to 
enter into a state of hostility; but I am afraid that some of our 
late acts ,yill drive them to the former of these cruel alternatives, 
and there is no saying how soon the present ministry may drive 

them to the latter also. 
It would appear, however, that the' ministry act upon no hostile 

design towards America; but it is sufficiently obvious, that they 
have formed a very mistaken idea of the American character; and 
it is no favourable omen, that their hireling writers dwell with pe
culiar pleasure upon every topic calculated to give an unfavourable 
opinion of that countr'y, towards which they have in many instan
ces used the language of insult. They are supported, too, by a 
writer, who_, by a knack at making bold assertions, and of support
ing them by low, bullying language, has acquired a very conside
rable degree of celebrity in this country, who; though a man whose 

. avowed tenets of political faith hold him up to public detestation, 
and whose rancour against Am,erica, the cause of which is well 
known, subjects eyery thing he has to s,ay upon that co,mtry to at 
least a considerable degree of suspicion; yet, having resided there, 
he certainly is looked up to for information. The boldness of his 
assertions makes them pass current with many, and it is probable ~ 
his opinions have a wide spread in the country; for I have ofte11 
heard very strange and inconsistent doctrines held by very well
informed people, and him quoted as the authority*. 

Now, in opposition to all that such writers have said, or can 
say, against the people and government of the United States, I 
can affirm, from actual observation, that they possess a superiority 
over every other people and government in many particulars; ~nd 
because a review of some of them is necessary to illustrate my 
subject, I shall, as briefly as possible, notice a few of the most im
portant. 

~, The writer alluded to has since abjured his e1•ror, and has made ample 
tepara.tion to the cause of truth and justice, 
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1st. THE LAWS PLACE AL_L THE CITIZENS ON A FOOTING OF 

PERFECT EQ...UALITY, There are no laws of entail,or of primogeni

ture, to divide the people ; and hence the mass of them are hardy, 

independent republicans, cultivators of the soil they possess. Few 

are so rich as to be above the necessity of labour, and few are so 

poor as to be in a state of dependence;_ fewer still live on charity. 

I resided in the country twelve months, and travelle,d through 

twelve of the states, comprehending a range of 1300 miles, and 

in all that time I never saw a beggar but once; he was from this 

country, and it tuvned out, in the sequel, that he was an impostor., 

and not really in want. 

2d. PUBLIC EDUCATION IS CHERISHED BY THE PEOPLE AND 

GOVERNMENT. It will no doubt give you pleasure, that I dwell on 

this article. It is necessary, for the illustration of the subject, to 

notice the subdivision of the country. Each state is divided iuto 

counties, and many of these are subdivided into townships of six 

miles square, being a division somewhat similar to our parishes& 

In the charters of incorporation of these townships, provision. is 

generally made for the instruction of youth, by appropriations of 

land and other funds, and the schools are mostly all free. Besides 

this, there are numerous colleges, academies, and public libraries, 

supported partly by the states, and partly by individuals; . and 

these seminaries are rapidly increasing. I shall further illustrate 

the subject by taking the states in their order. 

[Here followed an account of the state of educ;:ition throughout 

the country; but as this has been inserted in the foregoing work, 

it is here omitted.] 

I have dwelt l_ong upon this subject, because I judge it of great 

importance, and because it is very generally believed, that, in 

point of education, the Americans are far behind the British. 

The case is qnite the reverse,-they are far before them,-! 

mean the mass of the people. I did not meet with a single native 

American, above 12 years of age, who could not both read and 

write, and they are in general a very intelligent people. With pp
litks they are well acquainted,and th~re are more newspapers.read 
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in America, in proportion to the inhabitants, than in any country 

in the world. 
I shall confirm this statement by an extract from Morse's Ame 0 

rican Geography, article New England. "In New England, 
learning is more generally diffused among all ranks than in any 
other part of the globe ; arising from the excellent establishment 
of schools in almost, every t~nvnship arnl other smaller districts. 
In these schools, which are generally supported by a public tax, 
·and under the direction of a school committee, are taught the ele
ments of reading, writing, an<l arithmetic; and in the more weal
thy townships, they are beginning to introduce the higher branch~ 
es, viz. grammar, geography, &c. A very valuable source of infor
tion to the people, is the newspapers, of which not less than 30,000 

are printed every week in New England, and they circulate in al
most every town and village in the country." In a note he adds
" According to an accurate estimate made 10 years ago, it appears 
that no less than 79,000 newspapers were printed weekly in the 
American states, which in a year would amount to 4 millions.". 
-There is good reason to believe that the number has since near
ly doubled. He goes on-" A person of mature age who cannot · 
both read and write is rarely to be foi,md. By means of,the ge
neral establishment of schools, the extensive circulation of news
papers, and the consequent spread of learning, every township 
throughout the country is furnished with men capable of conduct• 
ing the affairs of their town with judgment and discretion. These 
men are the channds of political information to the lower class of 
the people; if such a class may be said to exist in New England, 
where every man thinks himself as good as his neighbour, and be
lieves that all mankind OUGHT TO POSSESS EQ_UAL RIGHTS." 

3d. IN RELIGIOUS MATTE.RS THERE IS NEITHER TOLERATION 

NOR INTOLERATION, BUT UNIVERSAL RIGHT OF CONSCIENCE, 

The constitution of the United States provides equally against 
forming any religious establishment, and against any interference 
with the free exercise of rehgion. " Religion is there placed on 
its proper basis, without the unwarr~ntable aid of the civil power, 
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supported alone by its own evidence, by the lives .of its professors, 

and by the almighty care Qf its divine Author;" ~nd every man 

may freely exercise his religious opinions, be they what they may, 
without at all interfering with his rights as a citizen. 

4th. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY IS· IN THE HANDS 

oF THE PEOPLE.-America is what is called a Federal Republic. 

Each state has a legislative and executive government to rpanage 

its internal concerns; and all the states, joined together for mutual 
convenience and security, form the general or federal government. 
It consists of the house of representatives, senate, and the presi

dent,-elected by the people,-and to them certain powers are 
delegated by the several states; among others the formation and 

regulation of all foreign relations. The federal revenue consists at 
present principally of a tax on imports. 

From hence it will obviously appear, that the United States pos
sess a firm government. The good education of the people ena
bles them to form a correct opinion of their rights, and their fre
quent elections afford them the necessary opportunity to assert 
them.-There is no privileged aristocracy to corrupt them, and 
there are no hireling priests to mislead them. The government 

and the people can have no separate interest. Peace is the interest 

of the country, and the government will never declare war unless 
they have good grounds for it. At all events, any ,var undertaken 
by the United States must be sanctioned by the people, and in my 

opinion they reason very widely who suppose the government will 
rush blindly 1nto a war without such sanction. Indeed I think I 
may venture to predict, that while the present form of government 
remains, no war will eve~· be undertaken by the United States 
but in self-defence; and if that should become necessary,it will be 
strong, vigorous, and efficient. 

They are, however, differently represented here. We general
ly sum up the whole of the executive government in the person of 
Mr.Jefferson, and because he is not sufficiently subservient to our 

views, he must forsooth be under the influence of Bc~naparte. It 
isreally astonishing, by the way, to observe the amazing power 
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which many of our politicians ascribe to this man. They talk 
and reason as if no circumstance could happen on the face of the 

earth, in the least contrary to the designs of the powers that be in 
this country, but he must be the instigator. I can assure them, 
however, that Mr.Jefferson, and those who act along with him, 
are no more under the influence of Bonaparte than I am. Their 
maxim is TO CULTIVATE A GOOD UNDERSTANDING WITH ALL 

THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH; TO Q._UARREL AND TO ALLY WITH 

NONE, 

But they will only cultivate a good understanding with other 
powers upon a footing of perfect equality. If they are inclined to 

do as they would be done by, they have a right to expect the same 
treatment in return~ This is all that honest men can wish for; 

but I am afraid that our present ministry are not inclined to re•· 
cognize this simple but substantial basis. 
, The disputes between America, and this country have Been of 

long standing; but the ground of quarrel was much enlarged, in 
consequence of certain spoliations on the American trade in 1805. 

It lrnuld be tedious to notice all the grounds of complaint; I 
shall therefore select one instance, singular in its nature, and ex

tremely offensive in its operation. In the year alluded to, seve
ral of our ships of war were stationed in the mouth of the Mis
sissippi, to intercept the Spanish vessels in the navigation of that 
xiver, to the great annoyance of the trade of New Orleans; while 
these very ships of war had special orders to allow Spanish vessels 

to pass and repass freely to and from our own TVest India islands, 
This, among other circumstances, led to the non-importation act. 

A short time after, a naval force was stationed off the entrance to 

New York harbour, and intercepted every thing that came in their 

,vay. But their conduct was peculiarly offensive in firing upon 

coasting vessels; an<l at length the death of Pierce, who was 
killed by a shot from the Leander, lighted up a flame throughout 

tl~e whole continent. This wanton act of aggression has been 
palliated and frittered away by write1·s on this side the water; 

bi,,t, having examined into all the circumstances of the case, I 
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have no hesitation in. saying, that had a similar circumstance oc
curred to one of our vessels, upon our own shores, ample repara
tion must have been made, or war wou1d have been the inevitable 
consequence. 

Fortunately, Mr. Pitt was by this time off the stage, and the 
Americans had a rational and pacific administration to deal with; 
who, I have no doubt, would have healed the breach long before 
this time, had they remained in power. I know tcf a certainty 
that the American government had confidence in them; for, in a 
conversation which I had with the president, in October, 1806-, 

he expressed himself to that effect; and he observed, in particu~ 
lar, that Mr. Fox was a man of the most liberal and enlightened 
policy, a friend to his country, and to the human race. 

But, in an evil hour for Britain:, and for the world, the present 
ministry got into power by avowedly trampling upon the religious. 
rights of man. They are said to be energetic, and they have cer
tainly " exerted their energies" with a vengeance. They hav~ 
quarrelled with nearly all Europe, and, not content with that, 
they seem fully determined, by the folly of their measures, to 
force 'America into a quarrel also. I pass over the foul act on 
the Chesapeak, because it appears to have been unauthorized, and 
might, taken singly, have been easily adjusted. But the late 
orders in council appear to me to be the most impolitic mea~ 
sure that ever this or any other government adopted towards a 
neutral and friendly power. America cannot possibly act upon 
the principle which these orders recognize, without surrendering 
her independence as a nation, and violating her neutrality; in 
which case, it is very obvious she would immediately have a quare 
rel with France and her dependencies, and that she will take care 
to avoid. Indeed, I have little doubt but one great reason for 
passing those hateful orders was to bring the question to that very 
issue-to force America into a war with France. 

Still, however, I do not dread an immediate wat'with America. 
The ministry, impolitic as I esteem them, <lo not appear to have 
formed any hostile design against that country; but much evil 

vnr.. 1. 
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may result from their domineering, bullying spirit, before matters' 

are adjusted; and, as they appear to be totally ignorant of the 

American character, there is no saying how far they may carry 

their " vigorous measures'' if the Americans stand firm; and this 

they assuredly will. From what 'I know of the American cha

racter, I am confident they never will submit to the restrictions 

we have been imposing upon their trade for years ; and, in parti

cular, they never will submit. to these orders in council. What! 

allow their ships to be forced into this country; searched, taxed, 

and licenced, before they proceed to France or her dependencies! 

They are truly bold politicians who have dared to suppose they 

would. It has been alleged, that the French government have 

forced us to adopt these measures by their blockading decrees ; 

but those who make the allegation completely overlook the policy 

of France towards America; for no sooner were these blockad

ing decrees issued, than the French government avowed, in the 

most distinct terms, that thf,"7 had no reference whatever to the 

trade b;tween America and B~itain; and that the existing treaty 

between France and America should have foll effect. They not 

only continued to act upon this principle up to the date of our 

orders in council, but they gave orders to Spain to release certain 

American vessels which were carried into that country in virtue 

of similar decrees, alleging that the Spanish government had 

misconceived their meaning. If further proof be wanted, it is 

only necessary to look at the rate of insurance on American and 
British vessels for twelve months back. 

But whatever the French government intended to do before, it 

is very certain they will resort to most 4
' vigorous measures" now; 

for they have already passed decrees, not only to set aside the 

effect of our orde_rs in council, but they proceed a step farther, and 

declare, that if American vessels even suffer themselves to be 

searched by our ships of war, a measure which they cannot help, 

they will be denationalized, and liable to confiscation: so that, be

tween the two contending nations, the American trade is brought 

into a more awkward situation than has ever been' endured by any 
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neutral power. Our orders in council .are the primary cause, 
and the remaining inquiry is, what is likely to be the con
sequence ? VVill the present ministry revoke them ? No: they 
have vaunted so much about their energetic measures, that it 
would be folly to expect it. Will the American government 
submit to them? No: the independent. spirit of the country 
forbids it. Will France and . her dependencies acquiesce in 
them? No : Bonaparte does not possess a spirit sufficiently ac
commodating to warrant us in thinking they will. The most 
probable conjecture, therefore, is, that America will suspend her 
trade with Europe; throw herself upon the defensive, and in .that 
posture remain till the fighting folks of Europe come to their 
senses. When that will be, God knows; but I am much afraid 
it will not be while the present administration remain i~ power. 
I attribute the accumulated distress which is pressing upon my 
country to the false policy which has been acted upon for many 
years past; and I am firmly persuaded that we shall never enjoy 
repose, nor prosperity, till her councils are swayed by men " who 
will do to others as they would be done by." This, it is my firm 
belief, the present min~stry never will do ; and, therefore, I sin
cerely hope that God, in mercy to mankind, will be pleased to re
lD:OVe them soon, and that he will subst\tute in their place men of 
uprightness and integrity, who fear God and hate covetousnf!ss. 

I am, &c • 

.. January 25, 1808 • 

. P. S. Jan. 27.-Since the foregoing letter was written, advice 
has been received, that what I anticipated has partly taken place. 
An embargo has been laid in America, and it is easy to see the 
disastrous consequences which must be the result. However, 
some of our energetic politicians here are talking very big about 
~educing the Yankees to obedience. No doubt, they anticipate 
that glorious sport will result from an American war; and to gra~ 
tify them, perhaps their masters may carry matters to that extre

mity. If they do, I have yet ope piece of news in store for them: 
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THE AMERICAN'S NEVER WILL MAKE PEACE UNTIL THE FRE.I:;

DOM: OF THE SEAS BE COMPLETELY AND UNE(UJIVOCALLY RE~ , 

COGNIZED AS A BASIS! 

The above letter was sent to the editor of a periodical paper 
in the month of June following, accompanied by the subsequent 

remarks: 

The foregoing le,tter was sent to a member of parliament in the 
month of January last, and a copy of it was intended to he sent to 
your Review at the same time; but other avocations retarded it 
for a few.weeks, and, upon reflection, it was judged adviseable to 
decline the publication until the new system adopted towards 
America should fully develope itself. 

I am now sorry to find that the most of my conjectures, unfab 
vourable as they were, are short of the reality. I find, too, that 
they are corroborated by the opinions of men of the most exten
sive information and judgment :-Mr. Earing's very able pamph
let upon the or<lers in council, and Mr. Brougham's admirable 
-speech upon the same subject, in summing up the evidence be
fore the house of commons, are before the public, and oughtto 
be r~ad by every commercial man in these kingdoms.-Sanctioned 
by these, and by the evidence of facts, further reserve is unneces
sary. vVe cannot stem the torrent, but we can endeavour to open 
the eyes of our countrymen to se,~ the- sacrifice which many <'lf 
them are so loudly calling for; and we can prepare such of them 
as are open to conviction, for what will infallibly be the issue if 
the system is long persevered in.-Necessity may compel the Ame· 
rican g-overnment to encourage their own manufactures for the pre-

. sent; and if they be once established, justice to the manufacturers 
may call upon it to protect them. fVe run great risk of LOSING 

'THE TRADE WITH THE UNITED ST A TES OF AMERICA FOR EVER• 



EXTRACTS FROM BROUGHAM'S SPEECH• 421 

Extracts from the Speech of Mr. Brougham before the House of 
Commons, April 1, 1808. 

SIR, until our orders in council were issued, it appears clear

ly, without any reasoning, to any one who looks at the subject, that 

there was no possibility whatever of Bonaparte putting his threats 

into execution. 
You will find that in every quarter we have, by our orders in 

council, been crossing and striking in with the enemy's plans, and 

supplying those deficiencies in their orders, which they in vain 
attempted to make up. You will see, too, what the result has been; 

· that the commerce of this once flourishing country is now brought 

down to a state lower than it ever was expected to reach, even by 
the most gloomy prophets, in the worst times of our history. 

I hold in my hand a paper ordered to be printed on the 15th of 
March, and giving the value of imports from the United States, 

and exports thither, for the years 1805, 1806, and 1807. It ap
pears from this document, that in 1806, the imports from Ameri
ca to Great Britain amounted to 4,360,743/. real value, and.that 

the ~ports from Great Britain to the United States, in the same 

year~ atbounted to 12,865,551l.; and, by the average of those 

three years, we find the exports to the United States of America 
amount to upwards of twelve millions sterling, and the average of 
imports to upwards of four millions and a half; and as the dispro

portion is increasing, we may say in g~neral, that this country now 
exports to America three times as much as she imports from 
thence. 

I have just to ask the house this one question, are you willing 
to continue exporting to America twelve millionr, and a half of 
British produce and manufacture, or are you not? If you are, how 

are you to be paid for it? It is evident, that you only receive four 
millions direct from America; therefore there are no less than 

eight millions wanting, and America, we all know, can only pay 
you by trading with the continent. If you wish to cut up that 
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trade by the roots, you commit that old solecism of power, as my 
lord Bacon so well calls it; you wish to command the end, but 
you refuse to submit to the means. You desire to trade with the 

United States of America; but you desire, at the same time, to 
lop off their trade with the enemy, as you call it, which is, fo other 
words, lopping off the very commerce which you carry on with 
your enemy, in spite of the war, and in spite of himself, by which 
you were getting eight millions sterling each year; by which you 
were enabled to continue a trading nation. You are destroying 
the only means by which America can pay that enormous amount 
to you. She must have the opportunity, not only of taking )'.'QUr 
goods, but of expprting her own, in order to pay you. She must 
not only export her own go5ds, she must also re-export yours 
with them, in order that you may still send them .to your enemy, 
notwithstanding the hostilities you are engaged in i notwithstand
ing the d.ecrees he is threatening your trade with. So stands the 
matter in argument, or, if you will, in theory; and I now invite 
this house to say, whether it is possible for them to conceive any 
thing more precise and conclusive than the evidence which has 
been adduced at your bar, to show that this is also the matter of 

fact, from the actual history of our trade with America. 
Therefore, sir, I s.ay, that in every point of view in which we 

can look a~ this new system of commercial regulation, we see but 
one effect, namely, that of ruining and cutting off, root and branch, 
the whole of our traffic with the United States of America, or, in 
other words, I may say, the whole of our foreign trade. 

Sir, this short and summary view of the measure, even withou~ 
the aid of the statement so satisfactorily set forth in the evidence 

before you, will, I trust, prove sufficiently decisive to entitle me to 

leave this branch of the argument without one further comment, 

and to affirm that I have completely demonstrated a proposition at 

first sight rather paradoxical: that England has, by her own mea
sures, effectually, strictly, vigorously, countersigned the enemy's 
edict. 
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No. III. 

Remarks on the ScoTTlsH PEASANTRY. 

E'X.tracted from Currie's edition of Burns' Works. 

A SLIGHT acquaintance with the peasantry of Scotland will 
serve to convince an unprejudiced observer, that they possess a 
degree of intelligence not generally found among the same class of 
men in the other countries of Europe. In the very humblest con

dition of the Scottish peasants, every one can read, and most per
sons are more or less skilled in writing and arithmetic; and under 

the disguise of their uncouth appearance, and of their peculiar man
ners and dialect, a stranger will discover that they possess a curio

sity, and have obtained a degree of information, corresponding to 

these acquirements. 
These ad vantages they owe to the legal provision made by the 

parliament of Scotland in 1646, for the establishment of a school in 
every parish throughout the kingdom, for the express purpose of 
educating the poor; a law which may challenge comparison with 
any act of legislation to be found in the records of history, whether 

we consider the wisdom of the ends in view, the simplicity of the 

means employed, or the provisions made to render these means 
effectual to thrir purpose. This excellent statute was repealed on 
the accession of Charles II. in 1660, together with all the other 
laws passed during the commonwealth, as not being sanctioned by 
the royal assent. It slept during the reigns of Charles and James, 
but was re-enacted precisely in the same terms, by the Scottish 
parliament, after the Revolution in 1696 ; and this is the last pro
vision on the subject. _ Its effects on the national character may 

be considered to have commenced about the period of the Union ; 

and doubtless it co-operated with the peace and security aris

ing from that happy event, in producing the extraordi~~ry change 
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in favour ~f i1"1dustry and good morals, which the character of the 
common people of Scotland has since undergone. 

The church-establishment of Scotland happily coincides with 
the institution just mentioned, which may be called its school
establishment. The clergyman, being every where resident in 
his particular parish, becomes the natural patron and superin
tendant of the parish-school; and is enabled in various ways to 
promote the comfort of the teacher, and the proficiency of the 
scholars. The teacher himself is often a candidate for holy orders, 
who, during the long course of study and probation required in the 
Scottish church, renders the time which can be spared from his pro
fessional studies, useful to others as well as to himself, by assuming 
the respectable character of a schoolmaster. It is common for the 
established schools, even in the country parishes of Scotland, to 
enjoy the means of classical instruction; and many of the farmers, 
and some even of the cottagers, submit to much privation, that they 
may obtain, for one of their sons at least, the precarious advantage 
of a learned education. The difficulty to be surmounted arises, 
indeed, not from the expence of instructing their children, but from 
the charge of supporting them. In the country parish-schools, the 
English language, writing, ancl accounts, are generally taught :fr 
the rate of six shillings, and Latin at the rate of ten or twelve shil~ 
lin_gs, per annum. In the towns, the prices are some,vhat higher. 

It would be improper, in this place to inquire minutely into the 
degree of instruction received at these seminaries, or to attempt 
any precise estimate of its effects, either on the individuals who 
are the subjects of this instruction, or on the community to which 
they belong. That it is on the whole favourable to industry and 
morals, though doubtless with some individual exceptions, seems 
to be proved by the most striking and decisive appearance; and it 
is equally clear that it is the cause of that spirit of emigration and 
of adventure so prevalent among the Scots. Knmvledge has, by 
Lord Verulam, been denominated power; by others it has, with 
less propriety, been deuominat~d virtue or happiness: we may with 
confidence consider it a~ motion. A human being, in proportio1i 



REMARKS ON THE SCOTTISH PEASANTRY. 425 

as he is informed, has his wi&bes enlarged, as well as the means of 
gratifying those wishes. He may be considered as taking within 
the sphere of his vision a large portion of the globe on which we 
tread, and discovering advantage at a greater distance on its sur~ 
face. His desires or ambition, once excited, are stimulated by hi~ 
imagination, and distant and uncertain objects, giving freer scope 
to the operation of this faculty, often acquire in the mind of the 
youthful adventurer, an attraction from their very distance and 
uncertainty. If, therefore, a greater degree of instruction be given 
to the peasantry of a country comparatively poor, in the neigh
bourhood of other countries rich in natural and acquired advanta~ 
ges; and if the harriers be removed that kept them separate ; emi
gration from the former to the latter will take place to a certain 
extent, by laws nearly as uniform as those by which heat diffuses 
itself among surrounding bodies, or water finds its level when left 
to its natural course. By the articles of the Union, the barrier 
was broken down which divided the two British nations,· and 
knowledge and poverty poured the adventurous natives of the north 
over the fertile plains of England, and, more especially, over the 
colonies which she had settled in the east and in the west. The 
stream of population continues to flow from the north to the south; 
for the causes that originally impelled it continue to operate; and 
the richer country is constantly invigorated by the accession of an 
informed and hardy race of men, educated in poverty, and prepar0 

ed for hardship and danger, patient of labour, and prodigal of life. 
The preachers of the reformation in Scotland were disciples of 

Calvin, and brought with them the temper as well as the tenets of 
that celebrated heresiarch. The presbyterian form of worship and 
of church government was endeared to the people, from its being 
established by themselves. It was endeared to them, also, by .the 
struggle it had to maintain with the Catholic and the Protestant 
episcopal churches, over both of which, after a hundred years of 
fierce, and sometimes bloody contention, it ~nally triumphed, re~ 
ceiving the countenance of government, and the sanction of law. 
During this long period of contention and of suffering, the temper 
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of the people became more and more obstinate and bigoted; and 

. the nation received that deep tinge of fanaticism, ,vhich coloured 

their public transa~tions as well as their private virtues, and of 
which evident traces may be found in our own times. When the 
public schools were e~tablished, the instruction communicated in 
themparto~k of the religious character of the peop1e. The Catechism 
of the Westminster.Di vines was the universal school-book, and was 

put into the hands of the young peasant as soon as he had acquir
ed a knowledge of his alphabet; and his first exercise in the art 
of reading introduced him to the most mysterious doctrines of the 
Christian faith. This practice is continued in our own times. 

After the Assembly's Catechism, the Proverbs .of Solomon and 
the New and Old Testament follow in regular succession; and 

the scholar depar,ts, gifted with the knowledge of the sacred wri

tings, and receiving their doctrines according to the interpretatioµ 

of the Westminster Confession of Faith. Thus, with the instruc
tion of infancy in the schools of Scotland, are blended the dogmas 
of the national church; and hence the first and most constant ex
ercise of ingenuity ambng the peasantry of Scotland is displayed 
in religious disputation. With a strong attachment to the nation

;11 creed is conjoined a bigoted preference of certain forms of wor• 
ship; the source of which would be often altogether obscure, if w'e 
did n0t recollect that the ceremonies of the Scottish church were 

framed in direct opposition, in every point, to those 'of the church 
of Rome. 

1 The information and the religous education of the peasantry of 
Scotland promote sedateness of conduct, and habits of thought. 

and refl.ection ....... , . .'I'hese good qualities are not counteracted by the 

establishment of poor-laws, which, while they reflect credit on the 

benevolence, detract from the wisdom of the English legislature •. 
Happily, in Scotland, the same legislature which established a 

system of instruction for the poor, resisted the introduction of a 

legal provision for the support of poverty;. the establishment of 
the first, and the rejection of the fast, were equally favorable to in

dustry al)d good morals; and hem,~ it will not appear surprising, 
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af the Scottish peasantry have a more than usual share of prudence 

and rdlection, if they approach nearer than persons of their order 

usually do to the definition of a man, that of " a being that looks 
befo~e and after." These observations must, indeed, be taken with 
many exceptions: the favorable operation of the causes just men~ 

tioned is counteracted by others of an.opposite tendency; and the 
subject, if fully examined, would leatl to discussions of great ex= 

tent. 
When the reformation was established in Scotland, instrumen .. 

tal music was banished from the churches, as savouring too much 
of'' profane minstrelsy." Instead of being regulated by an in~ 
'strument, the voices of the congregation are led and directed IJy a 
person under the name of a precentor, and the people are all ex

pected to join in the tune which he chooses for the psalm which is 
to be sung. Church-music is therefore a part of the education of 

the peasantry of Scotland, in which they are usually instructed in 

the long winter night5 by the parish school-master, who is general

ly the precentor, or by itinerant teachers more celebrated for their 
powers of voice. This branch of education had, in the last reign~ 

fallen into some neglect, but was revived about thirty or forty years 
ago, when the music itself ,was reformed and improved. 

That dancing should also be very generally a part of the educa

tion of the Scottish peasantry will surprise those who have only 
seen this description of men; and still more those who reflect on 

the rigid spirit of Calvinism, with which the nation is so deeply af

fected, and to which this recreation is strongly abhorrent. The win
ter is also the season when they acquire dancing, and indeed almost 

all their other instruction. They are taught to dance by persons ge

nerally of their own number, many of whom work at daily labom· 
during the summer months. The school is usually a batn, and 

the arena for the performers is generally a clay floor. The dome 

is lighted by candles stuck in one end of a cloven stick, the other 

end of which is thrust into the wall. Reels, strathspeys, country

<lances, and hornpipes are here practised. The jig, so much in 

favour among the English peasantry, has no place am?ng them. 
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The attachment of the people of Scotland of every rank, and par~ 

ticularly of the peasantry, to this amusement, is very great. After 

the labours of the day are over, young men and women walk 
many miles, in the cold and dreary nights of winter, to these 

country dancing-schools; and the instant that the violin sounds a 
Scottish air, fatig~e seems to vanish, the toil-bent rustic becomes 

erect, his features brighten with sympathy; every nerve seems to 
thrill with sensation, and every artery to vibrate with life. These 

rustic p~rformers are jndeed less to be admired for grace, than 

for agility and animation, and their accurate observance of time.· 
Their modes of dancing, as well as their tunes, are common to 

every rank in Scotland, and are now generally known. In our 
own day they have penetrated into England, and have established 

themselves even in the circle of royalty. In another generation 

they will be naturalized in every part of the island. 

The prevalence of this taste, or rather passion for dancing, 

among a people so deeply tinctured with the spirit and doctrines 
. of Calvin,· is one of those contradictions which the philosophic 

obse1rver so often finds in national character and manners. It is 
probably to be ascribed to the Scottish music, which, through all 

· its varieties, is so full of sensibility, and which, in its livelier 

strains, awakes those vivid emotions that find in dancing their 
natural solace and relief. 

This triumph of the music of Scotland over the spirit of the 
established religion, has not, however, been obtained without 
long-·continued and obstinate struggles. The numerous sectaries 

who dissent from the establishment, on account of the relaxation 

which they perceive, or think they perceive, in the church, from 
her original doctrines and discipline, universally condemn the 

practice of dancing, and the schools where it is taught; and the 

more elderly ancl serious part of the people, of every persuasion, 

tolerate rather than :1pprove these meetings of the young of both 

sexes, where dancing is practised to their spirit-stirring music, 

where care is dispelled, toil is forgotten,· and prudence itself is 
sometimes lulled to sleep. 
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The reformation, which proved fatal to the rise of the other 

fine arts in Scotland, probably impe;ded, but could not obstruct, 
the progress of its music; a circumstance that will convince the 
impartial inquirer, that this·music not only existed previously to 

that rera, but had taken a firm hold of the nation; thus affording 
a proof of its antiquity stronge:i;- than any produced by the re
searches of our antiquaries. 

The impression which the Scottish music has made on the 

people, is deepened by its union with the national songs, of which 
various collections, of uneqqal merit, are before the public. 
These songs, like those of other nations, are many of them humo
rous, but they chiefly treat of love, war, and drinking. Love is 

the subject of the greater proportion. Without displaying the 
higher powers of the imagination, they exhibit a perfect· know
ledge of the human heart, and breathe a spirit of affection, and 
sometimes of delicate and romantic tenderness, hot to be sur
passed in modern poetry, and which the more polished strains of 
antiquity have seldom possessed. 

There is now a legal provision for parochial schools,·· @r rather 
for a school in each of the different townships into which the 

country is divided, in several of the northern states of North 
Ametica. They are, however, of recent origin there, excepting 
in New England, where they were established in the last century, 
probably about the same time as in Scotland, and by the same 
religious sect. This is also the case in certain districts in Eng
land, particularly in the northern parts of Yorkshire and of Lan
cashire, and in the counties of Westmoreland and Cumberland. 

A law, providing for the instruction of the poor, was passed 
by the parliament of Ireland; but the fund was diverted from its 
purpose, and the measure was entirely frustrated. Proh pudor*! 

11 11 With what execration should the statesman be loaded" w,ho could frustrate 

a measure so beneficial to society ! If the statesman who neglects to provide the 

means of instruction be culpable, what a.re we to think of those who are opposed 

to the instruction of the mass of the P.eople altogether? 
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The similarity of character between the Scot~ and the people 
of New England can scarcely b~ overlooked. That it arises in a 
great measure from the similarity of their institutions for instruc

tion, cannot be questioned. It is no doubt increased by physical 

causes. With a superi~r degree of instruction, each of these na
tions possesses a country that may be said to be sterile, in the 
neighbourhood of countries comparatively rich. Hence emigra
tions and other effects on conduct and character which such cir
cumstances naturally produce •. This subject is in a high degree 

curious. The points, of dissimilarity between these nations might 
be traced to .their causes also, and the whole investigation would 
perhaps admit of an approach to certainty in our conclusions, to 
which such inquiries seldom lead. How much superior in morals, 

in intellect, and in happiness, the peasantry of those parts of Eng
land are, who have opportunities of instruction, to the same class 
in other situations, those-who inquire into the subject will speedily 
discover. The peasantry of Westmoreland, and of the other 
districts mentioned above, if their physical and moral qualities be 

·taken together, are, in the opinion of the editor, superior to the 
peasantry of any part of the island*. 

From the foregoing account of the parish establishment of Scot

land, it will readily be perceived that the Scottish peasantry are 

placed tinder circumstances peculiarly favourable to the dissepli

nation of knowledge among them. As they receive an e~rly 
education, they are generally intelligent, and have a taste for read· 

ing, but, being mostly in poor circumstances, books, to a great ex
tent, are not within their reach. To provide for the general dis

semination of knowledge, by books, it occurred to me, that an ex-

"'A bill was brought into the British parliament, by Mr. Whitbread, in 1808, to 

make provision for the education of the people 0f England. It was opposed by 
the whole tory and court influence of the country, including even Mr. Vvyndham, 
"J. pretended whig. 
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cellent plan would be -to adopt a system of PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 

one to be established in each parish. 
I communicated this idea to a friend in the beginning of the 

year 1804. He concurred with me in opinion ; and, with a view 
of trying its practicability, we digested the plan of a library to be 
established in the city of Glasgow, upon such princ;iples that it 
might, with some modifications, be adopted throughout that, or 
any other country. The greatest difficulty we had to encounter, 
in putting this plan in execution, was in the attempt to make the 
property entirely public, and to introduce a principle by which 
every member of the community, in all time coming, might avail 
themselves of the use of the library on the same terms as the ori
ginal subscribers. We made many attempts, but could not get 
a single individual to join us, and the plan was likely to be aban
doned, when it occurred to my friend, who was a little eccentric, 
that we could establish the library ourselves. This idea was 
adopted. We drew up and signed the regulations ; paid our en
try~money and annual contribution, and with the amount purchas
ed Paley's Natural Theology, and Lord Lauderdale's Essay on 
Public Wealth, which laid the foundation of the library. My 
friend took the office of librarian, and I held 'all the other offices. 
We held regular meetings, and had much intellectual pleasure in 
superintending our infant institution. The circumstance deve
loped a new fact in the history of literature, namely, that two 
members were sufficient to form a library. In the course of a few 
weeks, we were joined by two or three more, and the funds they 
contributed were immediately laid out in the purchase of popular 
books, which enabled us to gratify our new subscribers as fast as 
they joined us. By the month of December, the subscribers 
amounted to 34, and there were 40 volumes in the library. A 
general meeting was then held, and the library was formally insti
tuted on the 10th of that month. Another meeting was held on the 
Sd of January, 1805, when office-bearers were elected, and the in
stitution has since prospered in a very eminent degree. Its pro
gress for the first four years is exhibited in the following table. 
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Since the year 1808, its progress has been more rapid ; it now 
contains nearly 5000 volumes of choice books, and promises to 
become one of the most extensive libraries in the British islands. I 

It is worthy of remark, that party politics were never known in · 

the institution. 

Table of the Rise and Progr~ss of THE GLASGOW . P:uBLic 
LIBRARY. 

No. of Subscribers.. No. of vols. 
1804. July 2 2 2 

Dec. 10· 34 40 

1805. Jan. 3 54 53 

April ·1 72 169 
July :t 126 345 
Oct. 1 145 439 

1806. Jan. 1 163 487 

April 1 173 745 

July 1 199 782 

,Oct. 1 · 210 808 

1807. Jan. 1 240 94,5 

April 1 259 1086 

July 1 275 1105 

Oct 1 289 1157 

1808. Jan. 1. 313 1261 

April t 317 1453 

July 1 332 1476 

Sept. 16 339 1502 

Since I left the country, the library has been incorporated, on 
which occasion the articles were· somewhat modified, and are n~t 
now sufficiently expressive of the original principles of the insti
tution, in consequence of which I have inserted the words in 
italics, in the following abstract of the modified c9py. , 
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Regulations of the Glasgow Public Library, instituted Dectm .. 

ber, 1804. 

H The attainment of man's true rank in the creation, and his pre• 

sent and future happiness, individual as well as public, depend 

on the cultivation and proper direction of the human faculties." 

To provide the means of diffusing literature and knowledge, is 

an object of the greatest importance to society; and claims the at

tention of every friend to mankind. 

For this purpose, it has been judged a matter of great utility, to 

establish and to keep up in all time coming, a PUBLIC LIBRA

RY IN THE CITY OF GLASGOW, which shall be open, under pro

per regulations, to all inclined to take the benefit of it, upon paying 

a small sum annually, towards its support and increase. 

For establishing such a library, the members agree upon the 

following 

REGULA TiONS. 

l. Each subscriber, tipon his admission, shall pay to the treasu~ 

rer for the time, twelve shillings of entry-money ; and the object 

being the general dissemination of knowledge, the entry-money 

sh.all never be raised. 

II. Each member shall pay an annual contribution of ten shile . 

lings and six-pence. Those who enter betwixt the first of January 

and the first of April, shall . pay a full year's contribution ; those 

who enter betwixt the first of April and the first of October, a 

half year;s contribution; and those who enter betwixt the first of 

October and the first of January, shall be free till January. The 

annual contribution shall be paid on or before the second W ednes, 

day of January yearly, and those, who fail to do so, shall not havt": 

any right to the use of the library till it is paid. Such members 

as may be under the necessity of leaving the place, shall, on their 

return, be entitled to the use of the library, on paying the annual 

eiontribution for the year then current, and exigible from those 

VOL. I. 3 I 
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members. Should any person who has been a member for five 
years, ·become unable to pay the annual contribution, he will be 

entitled to the use of the library gratis. The curators for the time 

will be judges of such claims. 
III. Such as wish at any time to become members of this insti

tution, shall pay the entry-money and annual contribution, in terms 

of the foregoing article, to the treasurer, who will gi7)e a receipt, 

and, upon producing it to the librarian, he is empowered to add his 

name to the list of subscribers, and admit him a member accor

dingly. The right of a member to the use of the library may be 

transferred to any other person, upon such member sending a let

ter to that effect to the treasurer, and the person, to whom the 

transfer is made, paying two shillings and six-pence in name of en

try-money. 
IV. The funds to be raised in virtue of this institution, shall, 

after defraying the necessary expences, be applied in purchasing 

books of approved merit only. Of these a judgment will be form

ed by a majority of the members, at each general meeting. But 

no purchase shall, at any time, be made, to a greater extent than 

the funds in hand are sufficient to pay. 

V. The property of the library shall be, and the same is hereby 

vested in the members IN TRUST, for the purposes of the institu

tion, the title whereof shall be, " THE GLASGOW PUBLIC L1-
ilRARY, INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR 1804." 

VI. There shall be four general meetings annually, viz. on the 

:first Wednesday of January, the first Wednesday of April, the 

first Wednesday of July, and the first Wednesday of October. 

Intimation of the place and hour of such meetings, shall be sent to 

each member by the secretary or librarian, three days before the 

meetings take place. Extraordinary general meetings upon spe

cial affairs may, ~n like manner, at any time be called by the cura

tors, who shall also be obliged to call such meetings within eight 

days after a written request to that effect is made to them, by any 
12 of the members. 
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VII. The management of this institution shall be vested in ,a 
sommittee, consisting of nine curators, a treasurer, secretary, and 
librarian; of whom four shall, at all times, be a quorum. The elec
tion shall take place at the general meeting, on the first ,v ednesday 
of January, yearly, by a majority of the members then assembJed. 
The three curators who are then at the head of the list, shall go 
out of office, and three others shall be elected in their place, and 
added, in the order of their election, to the foot of the Ii.st. The 
presiding curator shall put the question, which of the members 
shall be first elected one of the three curators ; and from the per• 
son so elected, he shall, either in presence of the meeting, or at the 
first subsequent meeting of the curators, take a solemn promise, 
that he will discharge the duties of his office with fidelity. And 
in like manner the election of the second and third curators, and 
of the treasurer, secretary, and librarian shall be conducted. 
W~en a vacancy occurs in the curacy, it shall be filled up by the 
members at the next general meeting, and the person or persons so 
.elected, shall, in the order of their election, be added to the foot of 
the list of curators. The offices of treasurer and secretary, may 
be vested in one or two persons, as the meeting may think proper, 
who, with the librarian, may be continued at pleasure. At all 
meetings, the first curator shall be preses ; in his absence, the 
next curator, and so on to the last ; in the absence of all the cura~ 
tors, the treasurer ; and in his absence, the eldest member pre~ 
sent. 

VIII. The treasurer shall have the management of the society's 
funds, and the secretary of the minutes and correspondence, and 
both offices shall be purely pon~rary. The librarian, who is also 
under secretary, shall have the management of the books of the 
library, subject to the rules made, or to be made, by the members 
for its government, and may or may not have a salary, as circumm 
stances shall direct. 

IX. A meeting of the committee shall be held on the W ednes~ 
day previous to each general meeting, when the treasurer shall lay 
a state of his transactions before them, for the purpose of being au~ 
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dited and settled, and the balance in his hands ascertained. They 
will then inform themselves of the state of the library, and hlake 

out a report thereon, to be laid before the general meeting, to
gether with a list of such books as they would recommend for the 
use of the library. And the better to enable them to prepare such 
list, every member is invited to lodge with the librarian, before 
the com~ittee meetings take place, a memorandum of such boo'ks, 
pot exceeding five in number, as meet his approbation. The com
mittee shall also cause a list of the members to be made up eight 

days previoµs to the general meeting, on the first Wednesday of 
Japu~ry, yearly, which list shall be entered in a book kept for the 
pmpose, signed by the secretary, and shall, if required, be pro .. 
duced at every general meeting. To that list shall be added the 

names of those who, during the year, have become members of 
the institution, an~ from i,t the na~es of those who die, resign, or 

forfeit their right, shall be delated. 
The ~rst curator and secretary shall have power to call a meet

ing of the cp1I1mittee, as oft~n as they may think necessary, of 
which the s.ecretary shall givi; proper ~otice to all the members, 
ihe day before such meetings take pJa~e : and it shall be incwn
bent on every me~ber 'tq atte11d,. or to send a written excuse to 
the satisfaction of the meeting~ But if any member neglect to at~ 
tend, or to se~d an exc.use for two successive meetings,.. he sh::lll be 
l1eld as having resigned his office. · 

X. At ea.ch quarterly general meeting, a report of the proceed
ings of the committee shall be laid before the members for their 
consideration~ The list of books previously prepared by the com
mittee, shall also be laid before them, from which they shall make a 

selection, with any additions they may judge proper,· and give or
ders to the treasurer which to purchase accordingly. 

XI. A majority of two-thirds of the subscribers, at any general 
meeting assembled, may apply to the crown for a charter of incor
poration, or to the provost, magistrates, and town-council of the 

(:ity of Gl~sgow ~ fo~ a seal of cause, in confirmation of these reguQ 
\~tions.~ · 
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The society reserve the power of adding to, altering, or amend
ing these regulations. But no such additions, alterations, or 
amendments shall be made, unless a specific motion in writing is 

made, seconded, and entered upon the minutes, at a general meet

ing of the society. And, in order to allow the members time to 

deliberate on the propriety of such additions, alterations, or 

amendments, th'us made and seconded, the consideration thereof 
shall not be resumed until the quarterly meeting, occurring three 

months thereafter, and if approved of by two-thirds of the mem

bers present at such quarterly meeting, the same shall thencefor
ward become a law of the society. But it is declared that no law 
shall ever be passed to dissolve the society, or to prevent the public 

at large from par-ticipa#ng in its adva,ntages, by raising tiie entry
money. 

RULES FOR THE LIBRARIAN. 

I. TheHbrarian shall keepthe key of the library, and have the 
custody of the books, for which he shall be accountable. When 

he enters on his charge, he shall receive an exact catalogue of the 

books, subscribed by the treasurer and five of the curators, which 
shall lie in.the library ; and a copy of this catalogue, subscribed 
by the librarian, with an acknowledgment of his having received 

the books therein, shall be lodged with the treasurer. 
II. Each subscriber shall be entitled to receive from the libra·

rian, and have in his possession at one time, only, one volume of 
folio, or of quarto; or two volumes in any one book of octavo and 

under; but when any book consists of one volume, he shall be en

titled to that volume only. 
III. Books in folio may be kept out of the library six weeks at 

a time; in quarto, four weeks; in octavo and under, two weeks. 

A sing!~ number of any book, . review, or magazine, four days 
only. 

IV. If any subscriber detain a book beyond the time specified, 

he must pay a fi.ne of three-pence for every week the book is so de~ 
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tained, and for a less time in proportion ; and he can have no other 
book from the library, till the former be returned, and the fine 

paid. 
V. If any subscriber shall lend, or suffei: to be lent out of his, 

house or family, any book or pamphlet belonging to the library, 
he shall forfeit two shillings and six-pence for the first offence; 
five shillings for the second ; and if guilty of a third, he shall for
feit all right to the library. 

VI. If a subscriber los.e a book, he must pay the value of it; or 
if a volume of a set be lost, that set must be taken and paid for, If 
any book be injured beyond what may be reasonably allowed for 
the using, it must be laid before the committee for their determi
nation, and the injury be paid for to their satisfaction. 

VII. The librarian must take a receipt, in a book to be kept 
for the purpose, for every book lent out ; but should it be incon
venient for any subscriber to attend in person, for the purpose of 
granting such receipt, he must send a line to the librarian, who 
will, in that case, be authorized to subscribe for him. 

VIIL The librarian must lend out the books to the subscribers 
in the order of their application. A subscriber, after keeping a 
book the time specified, may take it 01:1.t anew, provided no other 
subscriber has applied for it in the interim. 

List of Books in the Glasgow Public Library, on the 1st of Janu· 
ary, 1805. 

Belsham's Memoirs of George III. 
Burns' Works, with Supplement. 
Campbell's Philosophy of Rh~toric. 
Campbell's Version of the Four Gospels. 
Cavallo's Natural Philosophy. 
Chatham's Letters to his Nephew. 
Darwin's Botanic Garden. 
* Edinburgh Review. 
Fergusson's History of Rome. 
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Ferguson's Poems. 
Fielding's Works. 
Flowers of Literature, for 1801. 

Franklin's Works. 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 

Gillies' History of Greece. 

* Godwin's Political Justice. 
Goldsmith's Works. 

---- Essays. 
Hamilton (Miss) on Education. 

Holcroft's Trav~ls, abridged. 

Hume's History of England. 

Junius' Letters. 
Kaimes' Art of Thinking. 

Lauderdale on Public Wealth. 

* Locke on the Human Understanding. 
Mavor's British Tourist. 

M'Kenzie's Voyage and Travels. 

* Monthly Magazine. 
· Moore's Travels in France and Italy. 

--- Zelucco. 
--Edward. 
Paley's Natural Theology. 
Park's Travels in Africa. 

Pindar's Works. 
Public Characters. 
Ramsay's Poems. 

Raynal's History of British America. 

------ of the East and West Indies. 
Robertson's Works. 
Shakspeare's Works. 
Smith's Wealth of Nations. 

-- Theorv of Mo~l Sentiments. 
' Smollett's W o~·ks. · 

Staunton's Embassy to China. 
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Stewart's Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind. 
Sully's Memoirs. 
Thomson's Chemistry. 
Tytler's Elements of History. 
Volnev's Travels in America. 
Voltai.re's History of Peter the Great of Russia. 

------- of Louis XV. 
* Wallace; or, the Vale of Ellerslie, a Poem. 
Zimmerman on Solitude. 

Those marked thus *', are donation&-, 

Note.-The Monthly Magazine is receiv,ed on the 4th of each 
month, and the Edinburgh Review on, the 24th of January,., 
April, July, and October. The subscribers are entitled to re• 
ceive one of the numbers at a time, over and above the books 
allowed by the regulations. The librarian will give them out 
in the order of application, and they must on no account be 
kept b~yond four days. 

When I was in Edinburgh, in the month of January, 1809, I 
inserted an account of the institution in the Scots Maga~ine, pre
paratory to recommending the plan for parish libraries in that 
work. My subsequent operations have defeated that intention, 
in consequence of which, I have introduced the subject here; and 
the plan being founded on the principles of equality, and having 
answered well in practice, r have no hesitation in strongly recom· 
mending it to those who may be concerned in establishing PU:BLIQ 

LIBRARIES. 
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No. IV. 

Essay on the Trade .between Britain and America.· 

For the Auro1·a. 

THE inhabitants of Great Britain and the United States of 
America are so allied_ by consanguinity, by language, by their 
mutual wants, and by their ability to serve each other, that a com
mercial intercourse between them is of more importance than be
tween any other two nations in the world. Circumstances of a 
very extraordinary nature have occurred to interrupt this com
merce, and matters have of late assumed such a serious appear
ance, that very gloomy apprehensions begin to be entertained that 
it may be entirely cut off. The great importance of the subject 
may be deduced, from the manner in which it has engrossed the 

attention of all ranks of the community, in both countries; and, 
as might be expected, very many erroneous speculations are afloat 
upon it. In particular the primary cause of the interruption has 
been studiously kept from the public view, while other causes 

have been alleged which have no existence in fact, and many 

writers on both sides of the question, have not scrupled to affirm 

that the trade between the two countries is of little importance. 

I shall in this communication take a summary glance of the 
nature of this commerce, making such deductions as I think the 
subject warrants ; and I shall assign a reason for the interruption, 

which I believe to be correct. 
I shall assume as a data that the exports from Great Britain to 

America have of late amounted annually to about 12 millions 
sterling, or about 53 millions of dollars; and that the returns in 

American produce have amounted to about five millions sterling, 

or about 22 millions of dollars. . The balance was paid to Britain 

by bills of ex~hange arising from the trade between America and 
VOL. I. 3 l{ 
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the continent of Europe ; and the greater part of the carrying 

trade has been in American vessels. 

Now, the exports from Britain to America have consisted 

principally of manufactures, which that ingenious and industrious 

people have brought to great perfection, and can, in general, 

furnish on better terms than any other nation in the world. This 

arises from the manner in which the manufactures are organized. 

Particular branches· have been brought to maturity in particular 

districts of country best calculated for carrying them on ; thus-. 

cotton manufactures in Manchester, Glasgow, Paisley, &c. linen 

manufactures in Ireland, and different parts of Scotland ; woollens 

in Leeds, Bury, Shrewsbury, &c. hardware in Birmingham, cut

l>ry in Sheffield, hosiery in Nottingham, Leicester, &c. &c. The 

;1ecessary divisions and sub-divisions of labour ha\"e taken place, 

The labourers are possessed of a patient industry and a frugal 

economy which cannot be surpassed. · A great portion of the 

labour is performed by machinery, more especially since the suc

cessful introduction of the steam engine ; so that all the artides 

above emimerated, and many others that might be mentioned, 

can, notwithstanding the press of taxation, arising from the dis

sipation of the court, be furnished in Britain on better terms than 

in any other nation whatever. Now, it is surely the interest of 

the jJeople of Britain to dispose of as many of th~se manufactures 

as i)ossible. They cannot get a better rnarket than the United 

States. 

It is the interest of the people of the United States to receive 

them, so long as they can apply their industry to better advantage 

in clearing and cultivating their lands, and in applying to other 

branches of internal policy. 

Again, the returns that are made to Britain are mutually ad

vantageous. They clear the hands of the growers of produce 

here of their surplus articles, at fair prices; and furnish a supply 
of raw materials for the manufactures, and of food for the manu

facturers; of timber for buildings and machinery, of ashes for 
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their bleachfields; to say nothing of many other articles of utility, 

convenience, and luxury. 

As to the carrying part, it has been mostly in American vessels, 

and it is mutually advantageous that it should be so, for this very 

plain reason, that it can. be do~e at the cheapest rate. Britain 

being kept in a state 0f eternal warfare, her shipping is of course 

subjected to considerable sea-risk, and a consequent increase of 

freight and insurance, which American shipping is exempted from, 

and it follows that the cheapest will be preferred. Just so will 
commerce always re'gulate itself, if left to its own operation; and 

the greatest service that governments can render it is "to let it 
alone." I believe it may be safely affirmed, that, by being car

ried in American vessels during the war, American produce will 

go to the British niarket from 10 to 12 per cent. cheaper, and 

British manufactures will be carried to America from 8 to 10 per 

cent. cheaper than in British vessels. This is, of course, a great 

saving to the fnhabitants of both countries ; and I wish to state 
this explicitly, because that class of men in Britain, who call them, 

selves " the shipping interest,'' have made a terrible yelping and 

noise about it ; but why, in the name of common sense, should 

their interest, or the interest of any particular class be set up in 

opposition to the interest of a nation ? 
From this short review 'it is evident, that the trade between the 

two countries has been mutually advantageous. To the inhabi

tants of America it is useful and com:enient; to those of" Britain 

it is essentially necessary : it cannot be the ·wish of either jJeople 

to stop it ; reason, and common sense, an<l self-interest forbid it. 

Whence then does the interruption arise ? [ H~'n: a number of 
the reasons which have been assigned are noticed, and it is then 

stated.] The true cause is to be found in-THE I-f?STILITY OF 

THE COURT OF BRIT An:. They have never forgiv~n America 

for asserting her independencc.-They have considered the 

Americans as a divided people; and they ha\'e thought that by 
persevering in a course of stead:,, hostilit:v, the cow,tn· would fall 

an easy prey. 



APPENDIX, NO. rv. 

[ After a number of speculations on the probable changes that 

might take place, notice is taken of the dawn of hope held out by 

the probability of a regency and whig ministry being appointed in 

Britain. The probable step£ they would pursue are glanced at, 

and the consequences to America summed up thus.J-Our trade 

would flourish ; our good will towards each other, and towards 

our British brethren, would encrease ; party distinctions would 

be done away; political names. would be no longer applied as 

terms of reproach : WE WOULD BE ALL FEDERALISTS-WE 

WOULID BE ALL REPUBLICANS. 

END OF VOLUME I._ 
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'fRAVELS 
IN 

THE UNITED ST .ATES, &c. 

CHAPTER I. 

New York ,-P hiladelphia,-Baltimore ,--Washington. 

HAVING now to fix on a new line of life, it was the 
subject of much reflection and study to find out which 
would be the best; and the result was, that my affections 

tended most towards agriculture. . I had been bred to this 

branch in my youth, I had always admired it; but I saw 

that in my own country I never could rise to complete 

independence in it ; · · I could never expect to farm my own 

property. vVhen, therefore, a chance turned up which pre. 
sented a fair prospect for success in the commercial world, 

I gladly . embraced it ; · I was for a· considerable · while 

successful in• it beyond my most sanguine expectations ; 

but the times became at lengtk so outrageously _singular, 

that my whole plans .were disconcerted, and I was woe

fully disappointed. I had been so. long out of the habit 

of agriculttfral pursuits, that I foresaw a difficulty in resum

ing them ; and there were several difficulties to encounter 

otherwise ; but, on the other hand, I knew that I could, by 

my own labour alone, support my family on five acres of 

land, if necessary, so that we never could, in that branch, 

be absolutely destitute; and from the ease with which land 
VOL. II. A 
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can be procured in this country, I thought I eould be more 
independent in it than any other. 

I had travelled a great deal_ in America, but, as my 
pursuits were commercial, my travels were confined to the 
commercial districts. In an agricultural. point of view, I 
was led to believe, from all I. had heard, that the western 
country presented the finest field; and, at any rate, it seemed 
to be of consequence to_ me to examine it, on account of 
the low price of land. 

As I had always a stroi1g desire to join objects of public 
utility with my private pursuits, it-11ow occurred that I 
might arrange a plan so. as to give the public correct and 
authentic information, regarding a section of the country 
-but imperfectly known, although of great importance; and, 
from a review of the information I had already collected, 
:I thought it might be a desideratum in literature, to pub~sh 
my travels in the Atlantic states and Britain, at the same 
·time. 

I communicated my ideas on this subject to a number.of 
-my friends, and my. plan having met theirapprobatio~, I re
.solved to undertake a pretty extended tour into the western 
country. With a view of fixing upon the best route, and 
the objects of greatest importance to be attended to, I 
availed myself of all the information ·1 could procure.from 
·books, maps, and. persons who had lately visited that 
· country ; and determined to take a journey to Philadelphia 
·and Washington, to procure the needful information regard
ing unsettled lands, particularly those belonging to the 
United States. 

Having stationed my family in an agreeable and healthy 
situation on Long Islandr beside excellent neighbours, I 
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~tout for Philadelphia, by the steam-boat, on the 15th of 
May, and arrived on the 17th. 

Here I was introduced to a gentleman well acquainted 
with land, and he procured me every information regarding 
the state of Pennsylvania, and some other places; and 
gave me otherwise such information as greatly facilitated 
my after inquiries. 

I carried with me a letter of introduction to Mr.Latrobe, 
at Washington, and I fortunately met · with him at Phila:. · 
delphia, where he was attending a meeting of the, Society 
of Artists of the United States, of which he was one of 
the vice-presidents. As Mr. Latrobe was well acquainted 
with Mr. Gallatin, to whom he promised to ihtrodu-ce me~ 
I was induced to wait a few days for his · departure, a:nd· 
this afforded me a little more time to see this fine city. . 
· I found that it had greatly increased in si:ze, splendour, 

and wealth, since I first visited it. The population had 
encreased in ten years from 81,000 to 111,210. Many 
important manufactures had been established; and the fine 
arts had flourished in an eminent; degree. Connected with 

this last subject I was happy tC> find, that the artists had 
recently formed themselves into a society, und~r the· title. 
of the 8 0 C IE TY OF ARTISTS OF THE UN I TE D ST ATES'; 

and their institution is formed on such' principles, and is ·in 
such a train of management, as prom'ises to be highly use
ful to the progress of the arts in this country. A short 
account of this infant society cannot fail to be interesti£1g: 

In the month of May, 1810, a number of artists and 
amateurs associated together at Philadelphia, and announ
ced their intention of forming this institution, from a con
viction that it was requisite, and with a view of collecting 
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into a foc'us the various talents and resources of artists, 
and thereby stamp a character upon the fine arts in America. 

At a meeting of the Society, Mr. George Murray, one 
of ,the. principal engravers in Philadelphia, who had· bor11e 
a very active part.in forming the society, delivered an ad:. 
dress,! a few extracts from which will more particularly 
show the principles and design of the institution. 

". The primary objects of the society,:'' says Mr. Murray, 
" are to. establish schools in all the various . branches of the 
fi11e arts, and a p~blic exhibition of the productions. of 
American artists ; · to improve the public taste ; to raise a 
fuud for the relief <;>f decayed members ; to examine with 
iillpartiality in what true excellence consists, ·and to rencI<;-.r 
as simple as possible the means of acquiring ·a knowledge 
of the arts ; but, above all, to endeavour to remove exist
ing prejudices, and to give a character to the fine arts in 
the United Btates~ 

" An opinion h~s prevailed, and, in some degree, exists 
at present, that this country is too. young to foster tl1e 
arts, and that ·our form of government is not very favoura
ble· to promote them ; that there are not sufficient materi. 
als to ,enable the student to pursue his ~tudies to advan. 
ta.ge ; and that there is neither taste to appreciate meri~ 
nor a disposition to reward it. 

" These opinions have been promulgated with~ut due 
examination. \Ve possess. a. vast extent of ten-itory, and 
variety of climate ; affording· not only all the comfqrts and 
conveniences, but nearly all the luxuries of life. Chains 
of moµntains, of amazing extent, run nearly parallel with 
the coast, and are intersected .at many places with magnifi
cent rivers, forming a vast variety of the most sublime and 
pictur~sque scenery in the world ; and these being diver-
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sified . with populous cities, towns, villages, and elegant 
mansions, afford an infinite source of materials for the 

landscape painter. 
·" The rapid increase of population and of wealth, and 

the application of the latter to promote the improvement 

of our cities and public works, calls forth the talents of the 
architect, and insures a reward for his exertions. 

"To commemorate the American revolution, and to 

plqce in a conspicuous point of view those patriots and 
heroes, who fought and bled in their country's cause, be
long equally to the painter, the sculptor, and the engraver. 

" The prosperity, and even existence of a republic, de~ 
·.pends upon an ardent love gf liberty and virtue ; and the 
nne arts, when properly directed, have a tendency, in a 

very eminent degree,.to promote both~ 
"\The encouragement given to engraving within these 

few years, and the great improvement of that branch of the 
arts,. is a convincing proof that the American people are 

far from being destitute of taste. Many works have lately 
issued from the American press, embellished with engrav. 
ings equal, and some of them superior, to those of the 

same kind in Europe*. In particular, the AMER I c A N 

* As a proofof the advanced state of this branch of the fine arts~ 

and its application to important commercial purpos.es, it may not be 

improper to notice, that an institution has lately been established at 

Philadelphia, for engraving and printing bank notes, and othet· im~ 

portant papers, with a view to render them more difficult of imita

tion. This establishment consists of an association of artists, of the 

first talents in the various parts of ornamental and writing engraving; 

and is carrie·d on under the firm of Murray, Draper, Fairman, & Co. 

ln the ornamental part of the notes, they make use of steel dies, 

executed with great mechanical accuracy, with which an impression, 

singularly beautifol, is st1mped upon the copper-plates.' Tbe notes 
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0RNITHOLOG Y, by Alexander Wilson, challenges a com~ 
petition ·with any work of the kind that has ever appeared; 
and has received the stamp of approbation from the best 
judges in Europe. The splendid success of that work in 
.America, speaks volumes in favour of American taste. 

" As the United States possess a most beautiful system 
of equal laws, and hold out the right hand of fellowship to 
all the friends of rational freedom, they afford a safe retreat 
to such as may be forced from their native land, by the 
jealousy or tyranny of old governments ; and these bring 
along with them the arts and scien_ces, in return for the 
boon of protection which they receive in this happy coun
try, which may be termed the strong hold of libe.rty. 

" The Society of Artists, looking up to their fellow~citi~ 
zens for countenance and support, are determined indivi
dually, and as a body, to use every exertion to promote the 
prosperity, glory, and independence of their country." 

engraved by the company are greatly admired for the beauty and 
elegance of the workmanship, and far surpass any thing I have ever 

seen in Europe. The institution has been in operation about two 

years, .and has executed engravings for 42 banks, none of which 

have been counterfeited. Indeed, it appears to me, that there is no 

chance of any attempt being made to conterfeit their notes; for no 

attempt could be successful, unless executed by a combination of ta

lent, equal to what has been called into operation by this society; and 
where that exists, we may safely conclude, that it will find a more 

honourable and a more profitable employment in America, than 
counterfeiting bank notes. 

The company have also devised a plan for the ornamental parts 
of ships' papel's, which has been submitted to the general govern~ 

ment, and will probably be adopted; in which case it will guard the 

Ametican flag against prostitution, to the greatjoy, no doubt, of the 

fraternity who are employed in London, Liverpool, and elsewhereJ 

In the very honourable trade of " simulating" shij1s' jzajiers. 
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A constitution was drawn up and signed by about 60 
members, and the society being invited to hold their 
meetings in the Pennsylvania Academy, this was accepted, 
and was found to be of great utility to the -infant institu
tion. 

In the course of six months, the sdciety consisted of up
wards of 100 members, .when it was resolved to divide the 
artists into two classes, deno!llinated " Fellows of the So
ciety," and " Associate Artists ; " and the general manage
ment was vested in a president, four vice-presidents, a · se
cretary, and treasurer. The vice-presidents to be artists 
of the class of fellows, and to be chosen one each from the 
following branches of the arts : painting, sculpture, archi
tecture, and engraving. 

An attempt was made to unite with the Academy of Fine 
Arts, so as to form but one society, but owing to some 
particular circumstances it did not succeed; and an ar
rangement was entered into otherwise, which will proba .. 
bly be ·equally beneficial in promoting the objects of both. 

In January, 1811, the president of the· United States was 
requested to accept the title of PAT Ro N, which he com
. plied with, highly approving of the principles of the insti.. 
tution, and offering it all the aid in his power. 

On the 6th of May, the first annual exhibition was open
ed to the public,. and consisted of more than 500 articles, 
above half of which were the production of American ar

tists. The vast concourse of visitors, who thronged to see 
the exhibition, formed a striking· proof of its utility, and 
of the estimation in which it \Vas held by the public. The 
receipts, during the six weeks that it was kept open, 
ambunted to 1860 dollars ; and the receipts of another 
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i,veek having been appropriated to the relief of the sufferers 
by fire in Newburyport,- amounted to 410 dollars. 

When I visited the exhibition, I was quite surprised to 

find the arts in• America in such a forward state. A great 
number of the paintings, both portrait and landscape, were 
equal to any thing I had ever seen in Europe; and the de. 

signs in architecture had a neatness and elegance, which in
dicated a very correct public taste. There were a number 
of models of elegant workmanship ; and the exhibition of 
prints bore ample testimony to the advanced state of en
graving. Connected with this branch is that of drawing 

maps, of which an elegant specimen was in the exhibition; 

'and Philadelphia can boast an artist in this line, probably 

inferior to none in the world. 

I was highly · gratified to see the number and respecta
bility of the visitors ; particularly of the ladies, whose ap

probation and applause was no small proof of the value qf 
the institution, and must have been highly gratifying to 
the artists. Every person, who is acquainted with human 

nature, must be aware of the influence of intelligent women 

in polished society. I have never yet seen any object fail 
which met with their approbation and support, and theirap

probation and support, on this occasion, was to me a convin
cing proof both of the utility and stability of the society. 

T'he terms of admission are 5 dollars of entry, and 4 

dollars of annual subscription, until 50 dollars be paid in 
all ; after which the members are free for life. 

If any thing is wanted to complete this institution, I 
should think it is a library. A small additional sum from 
each of the members annually would secure that object; 
and it is very probable that it ·would meet with public 
encouragement by many donations of books from patriotic 
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irtdividua:ls, who wish well to the improvement of the 
mind among a class of people so useful in society ~s 
artists. 

I should imagine, too, that, from the peculiar principles 
of the association, they would merit the notice of the le-
gislature of a republican commonwealth. The society, 
from its nature, must be purely_ republican. Operative 
artists are nearly all on an equal footing, and being, to use, 
their own expression, '' t~e bees that make the honey," 
their combined power rn:ust be very considerable. Few of 
them, however, being rich, tihis power tnust be chiefly 
confined to ·the .. forwarding of the objects laid down in their 
institution. These they can manage with- propri~ty ; but. 
to accommodate themselves with appropriate buildings is 
probably beyond their power : hence, they must be in 
some measure dependent. A small degree of legislative 
aid might relieve them from this inc,onvenience; and I 
have no doubt that the legislature of Pennsylvania wpuld,. 
if properly applied to, readily afford it to a society whoo 
deserve so well of their country. 

Mr. Latrobe being detained longer than was ex:peoted, 
I was obliged to set out for Washington alone; but he 
favoured me with a letter of introduction, which answered 

every purpose" 
On-the 28th of May, 1 took my passage on board the 

Newcastle packet, and we set sail at 8 o'clock in the 
morning, with a very light wind. On getting round 
Gloucester Point; the · breeze increased,. but it was almost 
right ahead, and we had to tack from side to side all the 
way down, which afforded us a fine view of the banks of 
the Delaware, and, the country being in fu:11 verdure, they 
exhibited a very fine appearance6 We reached N ewcast1~ 

VOL. !'I, 
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at 5 o'clock, and immediately got into a stage to cross the 
country. The stage took a different road from that I had 
travelled before. The country was low, but the soil was 
more rich and better improved. In our way, we passed 
a good many hedges of hawthorn, which were in a most 
luxuriant state, and gave the fields a fresh, verdant a:ppear
~nce. We arrived at Frenchtown at 9 o'clock, and ima 
mediately went on board the packet; but the wind and 
tide were both against tts, and we lay· all night at the 

wharf. 
May 29, we had a thunder-gust during the night, and 

the ,vfod shifted to the north-west, so that at 2 6' clock in 
the morning we set sail with a fair wind, and by the time 
I rose, at 6 o'clock, we were nearly half way to Baltimore. 
The ,vind increased, and, as -the packet sailed very fast, 

-'tve reached ~altimore a little past 9 o'clock in the morning. 
Baltimnre had increased very much since my last visit: 

the inhabitants now amounted to 35,583. 

On the 30th, at 6 o'clock in the morning, I set out for 
\Vashington by the mail stage. I observed no material 
difference in the country since I travelled through it before, 
but found that the road was much improved, and it will 
soon will be in a very good state. We mTivecl at 'Wash
ington at, 1 o'clock. My transactions there shall be nar
rated in the next chapter. 



THE DISTRICT OF Q_~LUMBIA( 

CHAP'l~ER IL 

Interview with Jl:fr. Gallatin,-with the PresW,ent,~Re~ 
turn to-New York.· 

SooN after my arrival in Wa.shingtqn, I waited on my' 
friend mentioned in my former vis~t. I found he h~cl .. left 
the treasury department, and had become merchant. He 
was equally attentive as before. I intimated the object of 
my joumey, and, to facilitate it, he introduced me to a 
gentleman whp was acquainted with the secre~ary of the 
treasury. This gentleman introduced me to Mr. Gallatin,_ 
to whom I delivered ~y letter ~f introductioq, ai;id, after 
some general conversation, it was agreed that I should wait 
upon him next morning at 9 o'clpc~. 

1 

• 

A~ I knew that Mr. Gallatin was an accurate man of 
~u~iness, I considered that it would b.e proper to commit 
the substance of my inquiries to paper, and, on µiy return 
to my lodgings, I drew up the following queries. 

Preliminary. Inquiries before setting out on a Tour to the 
Western Country. 

1st. What are the particular situations in the United States 
which combine the greatest number of adva11tages to 
new settlers ? 

2d. Who hold large tracts of unsettled land, in good si0 

tuations? It is presumed the ~ost advantageous terllJS 
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can be made with such, because every new settler has a 
tendency to confer value upon the adjoining lands. 

3d. What is the price of land generally, cleared and un
cleared; and the climate, as to the heat of summer and 
cold of winter? It is to be observed that a temperate 
climate is deemed the best. 

4th. What are the local circumstances attending the differ. 
ent situations that may come under review? Are they 
best calculated for raising stock or grain? It is pre
s~1med that one favourable for both would answer best. 

5th. Where do those tracts of land lie, that are composed 
partly of. woodland, and partly of prairie? It appears 
that meadow lands would suit best for tillage and graz
ing, while wood is indispensably necessary for fuel, for 
fences, for houses, for furniture, and · other purposes. 

6th. ,vhat situations are most favourable for minerals, par .. 
ticularly coal, iron, and limestone? 

7th. What is the degree of facility, by water communica
tion; and by roads and canals, already existing or pro
jected? 

8th. What are :the best maps, geographies, gazetteers, and 
books of travels in the United States? 
May 31. I waited on Mr. Gallatin, at his own house, 

according to appointment, when he. gave me ample infor
mation on the greater part of the preceding inquiries, and 
invited me to meet him at· his office for further details re
garding the United States' lands. On waiting on him there, 
he exhibited all the surveys, and on a small map of the 
western country, in my possession, marked out the differ
ent land districts belonging to the government of the Unit~ 
ed States. 
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I was highly gratified by Mr. Gallatin's attention, and 
much edified by his valuable information, which was · my 
principal guide in fixing on my· uoute, to be afterwards no
ticed. In the after part of the day I made some additional 
inquiries, in consequence of the information received from 
Mr. Gallatin, and afterwards went. to see a friend in George
town. 

June 1. Having· finished my more immediate business 
at Washington, I went this day to pay my respects to the 
president. Mr. Madison, like his predecessor, required no 
introduction, but he was already acquainted with me by 
name. He received me very politely in a drawing-room, 
and we had a long coµversation, principally regarding the 
relations between Britain andAmerica. Mr. Madison ob
served, that he ·would have gone to the country before this 
time, but was waiting for Mr. Foster, now daily expect
ed, and he sincerely hoped that on his arrival something 
would be done to accommodate the differences between the 
two countries. He .remarked that he was happy to observe 
the favourable disposition of the prince of Wales towards 
neutral trade, and it was a considerable ground of hope, that 

he was so popular in his own country. He had done no
thing as yet; but it appeared that he had hitherto sacrificed 
his own opinion to his filial regard for his father, and this 
circumstance, though it militated against a free trade be
tween England and America now, yet it was in favour of 
the prince's personal character; and· he thought there could 
hardly be a doubt but he would change the ministry and 
restore a free trade, when he succeeded to full power. 

On the stopping of the trade itself, he remarked that, the 
immorality and injustice of the measure out of the question, 

,it had always astonished him that the,British ministry should 
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persevere in a system so evidently impolitic, and which 1ni. 
litated more against the in.terest of England than any other 
nation ; and it could not be from ignorance, for the opera
tion and tendency of the orders in council had been very 
amply exposed in England, particularly in Mr. Earing's 
pamphlet, and Mr. Brougham's speech; both masterly pro. 
ductions,, and which placed the question between the two 
countries in as clear a point of view as words could con
vey it. He. observed th.at the effect of the orders in coun
cil wer~-very injurious in this country, as they tended to 
distress the sea-ports, and to divide the people; and there 
·was now no alternative lbut to sacrifice the natiomil honour, 
or to resist. Resistanc,e had been· determined on by co11-
gress, and would in all probability be persevered in till jus
tice was obtained; nor did he believe that any supposed 
opposition in the easter ·n. states would now have any effect 
in altering that determ~mation, it being well known tfoit the 
mass of the people in · these states were determined repub
licans; and, not\vithstanding the difference of opinion on 
commercial subjects, he was well assured that in the day of 
trial they would stand as firmly by their own government 
as any section of the union. 

He regretted that a number of the merchants did not take 
a more extended v~ewr of the subject, and prefer their per
manent interests to a precarious and temporary interest, 
liable to be cut off every day. It was evident that, inde
pendent of the prindiple which the orders in council in
volved, that during their operation, the trade must neces
sarily· be very limited, and subject to great contingencies; 
and without a free tr.ade to the continent, there could be no 
tree trade .from Engl .and : so that, although the governinen.t 
\vere even to sacrifa:e the national honour, and allow the 
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merchants to regulate the commerce of the country, the 
trade would soon cease of itself. Goods could only be im~ 
ported to the extent of the exports, and these being con
fined to England, and her .clependene.ies and allies, it must 
·necessarily be so limited, that many of the merchants ivould 
be in a losing concern, and domestic manufactures would 
ultimately supercede foreign . commerce. 

On the subject of manufactures he observed, that they 
had progressed in a wonderful degree, and went far to sup
ply the internal demand, which was one great and perma
nent good that had arisen out of a system fraught with many 
evils. And so firmly were these manufactures now rooted., 
that they would unquestionably :flourish and increase. On 
the other hand, such had been the increase of population 
and wealth in the United States, that there would still be a 
very great demand for British manufactures, were the trade 
opened. Mr. Baring had pointed out in his pamphlet, 
that the exports from Britain to America, amounted to 
12,000,000 sterling, and he had no doubt but they would 
continue to be equal to that amount if the trade were free ; 
and this consideration alone might have induced the British 
ministry to cultivate a friendly intercourse with a nation, who 
were disposed to be friends, in place of seeking a precarious 
commerce by means of special licences.with their enemies~ 

The conversation lasted nearly an hour, and embraced 
several other topics, but these are the· most material ; and l 
left Mr. Madison ·with sentiments of friendly regard, and high 
esteem. 

w ASHING TON CITY, and the district of Columbia ge .. 
nerally, had much improved since I was here before; but 
the improvements made the most prominent appearance in 
Georgetown and Alexandria; ·which are compact, hand.~ 
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some towns. · ·The city is laid out on quite too large 
a scale to be either comfortable or handsome. Indeed1 

I am reluctantly led to regret that the seat of governp 
ment of the United States was fixed here at all. The 
soil is sterile around it, and every article of the necessa
ries of life is extravagantly high. The climate was no. 
ticed. in vol. i. page 207, accompanied with some remarks 
conceming,the marsh effiuvia of the low country, which my 
present observations tended· to confirm. A strong south
east ·wind was blowing this day, which had a sensible 
effect on my health, and many others, whom I saw, and 

a sea-captain, well acquainted with the Mediterranean, said 
it had all the characteristics of a Siroc wind. 

There are thousands of situations in the United. States; 
equally central and convenient for the seat of the general 
government, and had the district of Columbia been situat
ed in a fertile soil, and fine climate, such are the advantages 
arising from the circumstance of its being the seat of go
vernment, that it would, in all probability, by this time have 
abounded with population and wealth; and have been the 
nursery of the sciences, of classical education, of literature, 

and of all the other arts that exalt and embellish human 
life. As it is, society has made very considerable pro
gress within these last 10 years. The population of the 
district of Columbia is now as follows: 

Washington city 
Georgetown 
Washington county, exclusive of the city and 

Georgetown 
Alexandria 

Alexandria county, exclusive of the town 

8,208 
4,.948 

2,315 
7,227 
1,325 -24,.02$ 
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Having now completed my arrangements here, to my 
entire satisfaction, I was anxious to lose no time in com
mencing on my western tour; I accordingly set out on my 
return, on the 2d of June, at 8 o'clock in the morning, and 
arrived at Baltimore at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, where I 
stopped all night. 

On the Sd of June 1 set out from Baltimore by the pilot 
stage, at 3 o'clock in-the morning. The country was thin
ly settled, and the road very rough all the way to. Havre.
de-grace, '. . .at the mouth of the Susquehannah, where we 
crossed ,by a ferry, upwards of a mile wide. Havre-de
grace is 1built on a beautiful plain, but it is subject to fever 
and ague, and is not thriving. The banks of the river to 
the northward are romantic and beautiful. The country 
improves towards Philadelphia, and the road passes through 
Wilmington, a fine thriving town, formerly noticed. · We 
arrived in Philadelphia at 7 o'clock, having travelled !OS 
miles in 16 hours; which was great dispatch, when we con
sider the nature of the road. Next day I set out for New 
York by the steam-boat, and I arrived the day _following, 
without meeting with any material adventure. 

C 
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CHAPTER III. 

New York,-Rarito1f river,-Dela;ware river,-Philadel-
phia. 

HAVING a good deal of business to arrange before I 
could· set out on my journey, I was detained on Long 
Island till the beginning of August, and I devoted part of 

· my- time to digest my plan of travels as follows: 

THE ROUTE. 

To Philadelphia-Cross the mountains to Pittsburg,.;..;.. 
Sail down the Ohio to the falls-Cross through Kentucky 
by Lexington to Limestone-Cross the Ohio, and pass 
through the state of Ohio, by Zanesville, to the mouth of 
Cayhoga river, on Lake Erie-Travel along the banks of 
Lake Erie to its east end-Travel along the banks of the 
Niagara river to the falls, and thence to Lake Ontario
Travel from thence to Batavia-and return to New York 
in any way that circumstances may direct. 

In fixing upon my route, one principal object was kept 
in view, namely, to take the several land-offices of the 
United States, and that of the Holland company, in 
my way. 
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I'NQ_UIRIES TO :BE MADE DURING THE JOURNEY. 

1st. As to the aspect of the country, soil, stratum under 
the soil, and minerals. 

2d. As to lakes, rivers, creeks, springs, mineral springs, 
and swamps. 

3d. As to natural timber, vegetable substances, plants, and 
herbs. 

4th .. As to climate, seasons, health, and appearance of the 
inhabita:::s. 

5th. As to beasts, birds, reptiks, insects, and fishes. 
6th. As to commencement of settlement, inhabitants where 

from, manners and customs, occupations, religious and 
political opinions, education and science, civil jurispru.. 
dence. 

7th. As to cities, villages, farm-houses, and style of build~ 
mg. 

8th. As to agriculture, mechanics, manufactures, and com . 
. merce. 

9th .. · As to roads, bridges, canals, travelling accommodation 

and charges. 
10th. As to .value of land-of stock-· of labour-of pro

visions-of materials for building and manufacturing. 
11th. As to what classes are best adapted to the com1try. 
12th. As to what manufactures can be established to the 

greatest advantage. 

IN<l,UIRIES TO BE' MADE IN TOWNS AND VILLAGE:S, 

1st. As· to the date of settlement. 
2d. As to. number of· houses and inhabitants. 
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3d, As to size and quality of the buildings. . 
4th. As to public · buildings. 
5th. As to taverns and stores. 
6th. · As to size and price of lots. 
7th. As to house rent, prices of fuel and provisions. 
8th. As to professions· exercised and manufactures .. estab

lished., 
9th. As to whether there be an opening for. any of these; 

or any other . 
. Having all my arrangements completedf I set out fro111 

Long Island on the 6th of August, 1811, and fodged:in 
New York all night, at the house of a friend. , 

August 7th. I took my passage by 1the steatn~boat, 
and at five minutes past seven the boat started, from the 
wharf{ with upwards .of. 70 1 passengers.' This is one. of 
the most useful establishments that has ever been attempt. 
ed in America, and is remarkably well· calculated for the 
American waters, many of which are .of great magnitude. 
The patentees, deserve great credit for their exertions;. they, 
have spared no expence to render the works complete; .and 
so . well are the boats ' managed, that a' person can travel 
0ften from 100 to 200 miles in 24 hours, and· ·have as 
co~fortable boarding and· lodging. all the way, as he could 
have in the best ta~ern in New York. The- preference 
which is given to these boats above :every other. convey
ance, is a proof of their utility; and the chance is) .that 
they will become universal through the country. There 
are now five on the North river, one on the Raritan, one 
on the Delaware, one on Lake Champlain; and one is 
building at Pittsburg. 

\Ve passed the several fortifications; in the harbour, 
which were all in a state. of great .· forwardness. One of 
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them, Castle Williams, is said to be one of the best con
structed forts in the world, and quite impregnable. The 
United States frigate and Argus gun-brig, were lying at 
.anchor in the bay. 

At eight o'clock we reached Staten Island, and took the 
passage betwixt it and New Jersey, called the Kills, where 
the tide runs with great velocity. We passed several 
fishing. vessels, and many small traders ; and at nine o'clock 
were opposite to Newark bay, where we had a fine view 
up the country. To the west of this is Elizabethtown 
point, well known in the history of the American war;, and 
here the remains of the fortifications are still to be seen .. 
At 12 o'clock we reached Am boy. 

The whole length .of the channel between Staten Island 
and New Jersey is 24 miles, and its average breadth about 
800 yards. It is navigable for small craft only, being in 
some places not more thari three feet deep at low water. 
It. abounds. with fish, and has valuable fisheries of shad, 
herrings, drum, black-fish, clams, and oysters. 

Am.boy is a small place, containing 815 inhabitants. 
It is. prettily situ~ted, and is a place of considerable resort 
in the summer season, a·s sea-bathing quarters. An 
elegant hotel and boarding-house is situated on the height 
above the town, . which must command a very extensive 
and variegated view of the country. 

We now entered Rq.riton river, a slow muddy stream; 
but c<;mtaining a good supply of fish. There are large· 
salt meadows on its banks, but the land appears poor, and 
the crops very scant, until within a few miles of Bruns
wick, where the soil improves. The river contracts here, 
and· the banks are steep and rocky. 

Brunswick is in a thriving state. 
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Here we had to travel over land to Bordentown, 33 
miles, and. our company being pretty numerou.s, we filled 

·, three public stages, besides solile private carriages. We 
travelled by the new turnpike road, which is not much 
settled, but the timber denotes good land; and suGh is.the 

advantage of the public road, that it will probably be all 
settled up in the course of a few years. 

At Princeton, 16 miles from Brunswick, there is a11 
elega'.nt view, and the country is rich and well improved, 
which continues to be the case 11 miles, to TRENTON, the 
capital of New J erse,y, containing 3000 inhabitants. Here 
we left the post road, and travelled by a very rough path 
to Bordentown. Day-light failed us, and, being pretty 
much fatigued, I fell asleep. I heard a confused noise 
in my sleep, and, starting up, I felt a motion as if I 
had been flying; but I had not a moment to 'Considenv-hat 
it might be-the stage fell down upon its broad-side with 
a crash, and I found myself and 11 rnore floundering' like 
so many fishes in a net. Luckily there '\<Vas -nobody 
materially hurt. -~· An old woman, who was sitting next to 

me, complained of being bruised a little; and some of the 
gentleman had got their faces somewhat scratched.. l met 
tvith no other injury than a slight sprain in my arm. 

This accident arose in consequence of the driver getting 
drunk, and in his frolic was trying to. pass one of the 
other stages ; but he paid dearly for his folly, for two of 
his teeth ·were knocked out by the fall ; and one of the 
proprietors being along with us, he turned him off on the 
spot, and taking the reins· himself, drove us to ,Bordentowni 
,vhere. vve stopped all· night. 

BoRDENTOWN is a handsome little place, situated on a 
height above the Delaware, from whence there is one of 
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the finest views I have ever seen. Our accomodations 
here were very good, and the charges reasonable* .. 

August 8th. The steam-boat started at 7 o'clock, and 
continued her course towards Philadelphia, at the rate of 
seven miles an hour. The river h~re is very beautiful, 
and the land on each side appears fertile, and is well im
proved. At half past eight o'clock we reached Bristol, a 
thriving little town, on the north bank, formerly noticed ; 
and nearly opposite, on the Jersey side, is Burlington, also 
a thriving little town~ The steam-boat stops at both places 
for the accommodation of passengers, but the delay is not 
great. From Burlington to Philadelphia is 20 miles, and 
the view is handsome all the way. Near Philadelphia, a 
friend pointed out the ~ituation on the bank of t~e river 
called Point-no-point, alluded to by Thomas Paine in his 
answer to Mr. Burke. At half past 12 we reached the 
city of Philadelphia. Our company -during the passage 
were very agreeable. 

Immediately on my arrival I called at the Pittsburg. 
stage"'.offioe, and learning that the stage was to start next 
morning at four o'clock, I secured my seat, and spent the 
evening with my friends. 

1 For a table of the expences on this -journey, and a register of 

the weather, see Appc·ndi_x, Nos. l ;;iml 2. 



'l'ltA VELS IN 

CHAP".fER IV. 

Philadelphia,-Lancaster,-Harrisburg,-Shippenshurg, 
-Chambersburg. 

AUGUST 9th. At 4 o'clock in the morning the stage 
started. The morning was foggy and cool, the therrno
met~r being about 63°. The. stage was a roomy vehicle, 
capable of containing 12 persons, but there were only three 
or four passengers, besides myself. The horses were noble .. 
looking animals, the best I had yet seen in the United 
States ;- and I learned that Pennsylvania had a very fine 
breed, and we wquld have such horses all the way to 
Pittsburg. 

From Philadelphia to the Buck tavern, 10 miles to the 
westward, the country is agreeably uneven, and well wood
ed; and the soil pretty fertile. It abounds with small 
streams, lvhich, l imagine, would be very favourable. 
for the erection of manufactories. The natural timber is 
principally oak, chesnut, and hickory. It is a good coun
try for grazing, and raises grain and vegetables in abun
dance. The lands are all taken up and improved ; the 
price is from 70 to 120 dollars per acre. 

°\'Ve travelled 10 miles, through a country nearly simi
lar, when the road descended, by a turning, into a very 
rich valley, which presents a most animated prospect. 

· Here we saw rich fields, substantial fann-houses, fine flocks 
and herds, and the whole face of nature smiling around 
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us; The view is terminated, to the north, by pretty lofty 
hUls. The houses here are mostly built of stone, and· we 
were told that the inhabitants were principally quakers 
and of German extraction. 

Our road continued through this valley, 10 miles,, to 
Downingstown, where we crossed the east pranch of the 
Branqywine creek, here a handsome little stream, and soon 
after we ascended Gap Hill. This is~ high tract of coun
try, the lands rather ·barren; it was originally settled by 
emigrants from Ireland. The value of land is frbm 2,5. 
to 40 dollars. We travelled about nine miles alornt 

LJ 

this high land,. when we descended, cro,ssed the we;st; 
branch of the Brandywine creek, and entered a fine cham .. 
paign country,. with a _limestone bottom. 

This country is elegantly improved, and is very fertile,. 
prQµucing a great v,ariety of grain; particularly wheat, from 
which flour is manufactured for sale , to a great extent · an~ 
nually. This tract is very extensive, and is one of the. 
best settled in the United States. The · farms are every.,; 
where well .cultivated, and the people appeared to be 
in prosperous circumstances. They are said to be mostly 
of German· descent. The price of land here is from 7 5 
to 130 dollars per acre, increasing as you approach. 
Lancaster. 

We reached Lancaster a:t 5 o'clock in the eveu:1ng, ahcl 
only stopped to change horses ; so that I could see but 
little of the town. Indeed, my original plan was not ta 
make;any mim1te inquiry, until I should reach Pittsburg .. 

LAN c As TE R is situated in a fertile plain, 62 miles to 
.the westward of Philadelphia. It is built on a regular· 
plan, the· streets crossing one another at right angles. The 

houses are mostly constructed of b!ick, hlt\ sprne. few are 
VOL. Il, 
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of stone. The inhabitaiits amount to 5405, and ate mostly 
or' German origin. The public buildings are seven places 
i>r public worship, a court-house, jail, and market~house; 

and there is a poor-house, a very humane institution, situu 
ated on the Conestoga creek, a mile from the town. 

The principal manufactures are · fire-arms, particularly ri

flle-barrelled guns; ·and there are several tan-yards, distille~ 
ries, and hreweries. , 
· -This is, at present, the seat of government for Pennsyl1 

vania,i but, by a late act of the legislature, it is to be re~ 
moved to Harrisburg; and 39,000 dollars have been appro
priated to erect public buildings there. 

We left Lancaster at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and 
travelled by a good road, 18 miles, to Elizabethtow11, 

where we stopptd all night The soil continues good, 
upon a limestone bottoli1, all the way to this place. In our 

journey we had a very fine view of the high- lands to the 

sout..h. west. Elizabethtown co:qsists of 30 or 40 houses, 
-mostly built of wood. 

August 10th. The stage started this morning at half 
past 3 o'clock, and was full of passengers. The morning 

was damp and foggy. The thermometer stood at 65°. A 

little after leaving Middleton, we passed through the Conee 
wago hills, the soil poor, the country rough, and the road 
very bad. Four miles from Elizabethtown, we passed 
Conewago creek ; and four miles further, we crossed· the 

Sw~tawra creek, and reached Middleton; a small place, 
consisting of about 100 houses, mostly constructed of logs. 

We were now on the banks of the noble Susquehannah 

river, along which we had a very agreeable ride, by a good 
r0ad, to Harrisburg.' The view is said to be beautiful, 

hut· it was obscured by the fog ; and l was sony to find 
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that the inhabitants had been a little afflicted tvith fever and 
ague. This disease is very common on the American rj~ 
vers, before the country is settled and draihed. On this · 
river, it is most common on the east side ; a circumstance 
easily accounted for, by reflecting that the 1nost ·prevalent 
winds are from the south-west, which naturally blow the 
marsh effiuvia, that collects on the margin of the tiver; to 
the eastward. This disease will be of no long duration 
on the Susquehanrtah. The country is uneven on its sur~ 
face, and has a limestone bottom; and it is .settling up 
very fast, so that in a short time it mµst be cleared and 
drained, and all sickness of this kind will disappeat. 

HARRISBURG is situated on the east branch of the Sus., 
quehannah, ')7 miles frotn Philadeiphia; It is handsomely 
laid out on the plan of Philadeiphia, having four streets 
tunning parallel with the rivet-, n.Mned F'tont, Seoohd, and 
so on; and these are· crossed by others at right aiigles; 
called Mulberty; Chesnut, Market, Walnut, Locust, arid 
Pine. The houses are mostly built of brick, and have a 
good appearance, and the town is rapidly encteasing, par..: 
ticularly since the act of the legislature constituting it the 
seat of government for the state. The inhabitants of the 
township amount to 2287. There is an elegant couttd· 
house and stone jaii built, and the public buildings 
(or the accommodation of the state goverr1ment, now 
erecting, will be the most elegant strnctures in the state. 
Harrisburg was laid out in 1785, and has made progtess 
ever since ; and from its commanding and central situar 
tion, it will, in all probability, become one of the largest 
inland towns in America. vVe were informed that some 
lots were lately sold here for 2000 dollars ; and land sells 
in the neighbourhood [or fr'7>1n 80 t.o 100 doHar~ per acre~ . 
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After breakfast we crossed the Susquehaiinah river in ~ 
fiat boat, poled by four men. The river is here nearly a 
mile wide, and was, when we crossed it, from three to five 
feet deep,·with a pretty rough gravelly bottom; ·the current 

was swift, and the water pure. 
I ;was informed that we were now between two ranges of 

hills, called the North and South Mountains, but the day 
continued so foggy that I could not perceive them~ The 
country immediately round us was fertile, and well culti
vated ; and· the climate. was said to be quite healthy on this 
side of the riv~r. 

We travelled 15 miles to Carlisle, in the neighb9urhood 
of which land sells for from 70 to 120 dollars.per acre,and 
the country is well settled and itnproved; a considerable 
part of the produce here is hemp~ 

CARLISLE is situat.ed on a large plain, having somewhat 
the appearance of Lancp.ster. It is regularly laid out, with 
streets crossing one another at right angles ; and contains 
by. the la1:1t census 2;49 l inhabitants. , The houses are 
partly of brick and partly of wood, and have a very respec
table . appearance~ The public buildings are, a college, 
co1:irt-house, · jail, and five places for public worship~ The 
~oHege is named Dickenson, ii:i honour of a gentleman of 
that name) who was it~ founder, and is esteemed an excel
lent seminary of learning. Its funds are about 10,000 dol~ 
lars in certificates, and the state made a g:r;ant in support of 
it, of 10,000 acres of land. A philosophical apparatus, and 
library, consisting of nearly 3000 volumes, are attached to 
it. Dr. Nesbit, a Scots gentleman, of high. estimation,.was 
;:;everal years president of this college ; but he· died some 
years ago. I I learned that Mr. Thomas Cooper, the friend 

·mid ~orrespondent of th~ l~te Dr. Priestley, was to be.~t' 
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pointed one of the professors ; and from his well-known 
~cientific abilities and industry, I have no doubt but he 
will be a great acquisition. There are a principal and 
three professors, and the students amount to above bne 

hundred. 
After leaving Carlisle the day cleared· up a little, and we · 

had a partial view of the mountains. The .valley is about 
13 or 14 miles broad, is very fertile, and abounds with 
beautiful views. We passed several small streams, which 
I was told run into two creeks, between which we travel0 

led, the one called.Conedogwinet, the other Yellow Breechc 
es. The one rises in the North, the other in the South 
Mountains, and both run a north-east course to the Sus~ 
quehannah, and are very useful, as well as ornamental, to 
this charming valley. Nine miles from Carlisle we stopped 
for dinner, near the foot of the South Mountains, of which 
we had a beautiful view ; and our view was equally pleas
ing in the interior of the house, where were a number of 
fine yo11ng damsels, whose rosy cheeks I considered an iri~ 
dication of a healthy country. 

From hence we travelled 10 miles to Shippensburg ; the 

~ountry is nearly the same as already mentioned, but in 
many places the limestone jutted out of the road, and ren
dered our travelling very rough. . Near Shippensburg we 
passed some pine trees, the first I had seen since I left 
Philadelphia, but the tract was of no great extent. In the 

neighbourhood of Shippensburg the land is good, and sells 
for about 50 dollars per acre. Wood land is considered 
the most valuable. · Shippensburg is but a small place~ 
The whole tmvnship, by last census, contained only 1159 
inhabitants;, but it is thriving, and they are establishing 

t11:m11fuctories, particularly of cotton1 of 1vhich the carriage 
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.is only half a cent per pound from Baltimore. There are 
a variety of churches, and schools are plenty; the expence 
of tuition is about two dollars per quarter. 

· The limestone bottom continues, and tht soil and state 
of cultivation are nearly the same the next 11 miles to 
Chambersburg, where we stopped for the night, 
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CHAPTER V. 

Chamhershurg,-M' Connelst<Wn,-Bedford. 

I HAD travelled a good part of the way through this valley 
with a Mr. Lindsay, one of the proprietors of the stage, to 
whom I was principally indebted for my information by 
the way, and, as I lodged at his house, I was able to make 
an important addition to· my stock of knowledge regarding 
this part of the country o 

CHAMBERSBURG is the capital of Franklin county, and 
is situated on the eastern branch of Conecocheague creek, 
in the middle of the valley between the North and South 
Mountains. It consists mostly of one long and pretty 
broad street, and contains nearly 2000 inhabitants. The 
buildings are partly of brick and partly of wood ; but brick 
buildings are now the most common, and there are some 
~f stone. The public buildings are, a court-house, jail, 

. and three or four places for public worship. The schools. 
are numerous, and education is from two to five dollars per 
~uarter. There are numerous manufactories in this place 
and its neighbourhood, particularly on Conecocheague 
creek, which drives two grist-mills, two paper-mills, two 
oil-mills, and one fulling-mill. There are several card~ 
ing machines, and spinning jennies, and two stocking 
hines. The price of working a pair of stockings is about_ 
halr a dollar. There are three weekly newspapers publish
ed, besides one in ~he German language~ 
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This vallev i~ considered the most important in Amer{. 
,I 

ca .. It extends from the Hudson river south:.west to Ten-

nessee and is of various breadths, from 12 to 25 miles. It ' , 
is all on a bed of limestone, and is very fertile; the north-

ern part raising every sort. of grain, with fruits and hemp; 

al}.d towards the south, in . addition to these, it raises cotton. 

It abounds with iron ore, and other minerals, and mineral 

springs. It is well watered with numerous important ri

vers, and a great number of flourishing towns are situated 

on it, of which the most important are, Carlisle, Shippens-, 

burg, Strasburg, Chambersburg, Messersburg, and Green

castle, in Pennsylvania; Hagerstown, Williamsport, and 

Sharpsburg,. in. Maryland; and Mru;-tinsburg, Winchester): 

Newmarket, Staunton, Fincastle, and Austinville, _in Vir

gmia. In that part of it situated in Pennsylvania, land 
sells forfrom 20 t,O 100 dollars per acre ; horses 20 to 200 

dollars ; cows ~bout 20 dollars. The climate is excellent. 

the whole length of the valley. · There are few slaves in 

this place; there are_ only 87 in Franklin county. 

I now began to get acqµainted with some of myfellow

travellers. Two of them were from Philadelphia bound to 

Bedford springs; one from Virginia bound for Chilicothe; 

and here we picked up a sort of a Frenchman, bound tlze 

Lord knows whither, for it. appeared he did· not know him
self. With this comp~y the stage started from Cham

bersburg, on Sunday the 11th of August, at 8 o'clock in 

the morning. By the post-office regulations the stages are 

not required to travel here on Sunday, but they must car-. 

ry the mail from Philadelphia to Pittsburg in six ordinary 

days; so. when sabbath intervenes, they generally make a 

short journey to lighten those of the remaining days. We 
we:,;:~ to travel this day ~2 miles to M'Con:i.i.elstown~ . 
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-About a mile from Chambersburg we ascended a consi .. 

derable hill, frotn whence we had a very extensive view of 

the valley .and di~tant mountains. Nine miles from Cham

~ersburg, _near the foot of the mountains, we stopped to 

see a singula,r: curiosity, ·which we were told was taken out 

of a cave in the North Mountains, about two miles distant. 

It was a: stone e.xactly in the form of a turtle, and little 

doubt remained on my mind but it .was a petrifaction, 

thc)Ugh I. had not time to make the ne_~e~sary inquiries 

~~ncel".t~ing it. · Two miles from thence we stopped to 
c_hange h()rs~s, at, the _ foot of the first mountain, at an e1e~ 

g'd.Ilt new, b_rick house~ The_ road}vinds ·rotmd the foot of 
.tl1is mcn,1ntf}iri to where a finy valley opens to the north

ward, _in which runs . the »7esr branch ?f Conecocheague 
creek, whichr haying c~ossed we immediately began to as~ 

eend the N~rth l\1oµµt~in; and now we pre.pared for a tough 
pt~lt -For .tl~~ first, mile :the ascent was easy, but after this 

it was very ~;e~p, ancl the, road narrow and excessively 

rough. I was Ruzzled t9 find out ho~ carriages could pass 
' ' •. . I '. ~ ' ·' . , l .> ' 

one .another by ,tpe way; but t?e II1ystery was s,olved as we 

went up the h~L -Qur driver k,e,pt sounding a horn, and 

we soon came to eight or_ nine waggons descending, which 

ruid all drawn aside at a place that had _peen made ,broader 

for that p~rpose_. ,, The custom is f~r those in the ascend

ing ,carriage to intimate their situation by sounding a horn; 

an~ on hearing it, those descending m1ist wait their approach 

at the first place they can pass. Th~ stage, or a single car. 

riage, has seldom any great·_ difficulty; but when there are 

a number of waggons togeeher, the difficulty is sometimes 

very · great. 
About a mile from the top of the mountain we came to 

a miserable log-cabin, where the driver stopped to '{\'ater-

VOL, It. E 
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bis horses, and we stept in the house to get a little spirits 
arid water.· We found it kept by an old. Irishwoman, who 
·had a son and two daughters, one of them rather handsome, 
and from inquiry we learned that the old hag picked up a 
miserable pittance at this place by selling whisky and
the chastity of her daughters ! 

· On the top of the mountain there , is a house kept by a 
·respectable German family, and here we again stopped' a 
·short time. From hence we·had a view of an amazing ex- . 
'tent. To the eastward we saw the fertile valley we had 
'left, elegantly variegated with woods and cultivated fields; 
with towns· and farm-houses; and roads and rivers: and to 
·the west we saw piles of mountains: with scenery among 
them elegantly variegated, as far as the eye could readi. 
·We bade adieu to -the plains, for a time, and braced up our 
· minds as well as our ·bodies, in e,xpectation of. meeting 
with many a ·shake and jdlt,-before we got· from among the 

. mountains ; ai1d truly we ha:d need, for we descendecl. by a 
· path of two l'niles and a half, so steep, and so rough, that 
it was often with difficulty we could sit in the· carriage. Un 
reaching the plain below, we fodgeci. at M'Connelstown, be. 

· fore mentioned. 
··our Frenchman and Virginian soon ·became acquainted, 

· and, though it ,vas the sabbath evening, they proposed· t~ 
· go a hunting together; · but the landlord, to whom theyha~ 
, applied, put them upon the wrong scent; and they return~. 
: ed without finding any game to their liking. 

M' Co N NE L s Tow N contains 80 or 90houses, and about 
· 500 inhabitants. The houses are built of wood, many of 
them of logs, but the town appears to be thrivh1g~ There 

' are eight taverns and seven stores; and several mamifa.ctories 
· have been recently established, particularli a ·carding·m~, 
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91ine, some weaving, and hosiery. Flour sells for 7 dol. 
Jars per barrel, beef at 4! dollars, and other provisions . in 
-proportion. Baltimore is the nearest port, distant 100 miles. 
From hence to the Poto1nac river is about 25 miles. 

}1onday, August 12th, the stage started from M'Con-. 
nelstown at half past 5 o'clock. The mo~ning was clear, 
the thermometer stood at 69°. On leaving the town, we 
ascended Scrub hill, and about a mile up we had a very 
e:xtensive view of the country, which is rough, and thinly. 
inhabited, but very healthy. Land sells at from one to 
fifteen dollars per acre. After travelling about ten miles, 
we .stopped to breakfast, and immediately ascended Sidling 
hill. This, chain, though not so large as the North moun. 
tains, is yet very magnificent _and lofty' and, by the road, 
is, two iviles from . bottom· to top. We walked a con
sider1ble way on the ascent, and, on the top, were re
warded by a most sublime view, but differing materially 
from that on the North mountains. ~e were now envi
roned by mountains on all sides. In descending this hill, 
to the westward, we fell in with the Strasburg road, and . 
near the same place the Baltimore .road joins. This hill 
is about 1800 feet high, and

1

there are several taverns upon 
it. Connected with this is Ray's hill, on which we tra
'Velled about half a mile, when we descended by a very 
steep and rough road, and, passing through an uneven 
country. three miles, we re.ached the Juniata river. This 
is a large branch of the Susquehannah, and was noticed 
in volume I, page 1 70. Here. it is singularly romantic, 
having high, steep, and rugged banks, and it runs in a 
deep chasm on a bed of free-:-stone, the passage being re
markably,serpentine. A chain bridge was building, but, 

not being fini$hed, we passed by a, flat boat. The piers 
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of the· bridge were' erected, and are 24 feet high ; but the 

men were not at work, and I did not learn the dimensions 

of the other· parts. 
Having crossed the Juniata, we ascended a considerable 

eminence, by a winding path, and travelled about a mile 

through pretty well cultivated fields; to where we saw a 
most singular curiosity. . The, river makes a bend so re

markable, that we could stand on-· a neck of land, and 

pitch a sto~e over the bank, on each side; ·while the course 

of the river · round the bend is nearly . five miles. The 
banks are very lofty, and- clad from top to bottom with 
various kinds of trees and shrubbery. 

We travelled along the banks of this romantic river,· 
almost constantly in sight of it, eight miles, when we 
passed a little village, called Bloody Run, in commemora
tion of the massacre of a body of militia by the Indians; 

soon after Braddock's defeat. We passed a· number of 
waggons in' our pr<\:icrress, and sometimes with considerable· 

difficulty, for the road was often very narrow, and at one
place proceeds along the banks of the river, on the side of 
a hill, by a passage so terrific, that I had some apprehen

sions for my personal safety. vVe were told, indeed, that 

a waggon had been here overturned and destroyed, toge

ther with the ·driver and horses, some time before. 

· The country becomes more and more romantic towards 
Bedford, six miles from which we passed betwixt the 

Warrior and Tussey! s mountains. Here I was informed, 

by one of the gentlemen from Philadelphia, that he had: 

been encarnped ne~ ~his place when the,piilitia were, called' 
out, in the time of Mr. Adams' administraticfa, to sup
press the riots in. this part of ·the ·country, emphatically 

~1lled the " hot water· war." The · road continues ~ery-
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rough till within a mile of :Bedford, , where we passed a 

handsome little stream, called Dunning's creek, by a 
bridge ; after ·which the road improves, and there are 
handsomely cultivated , fields an· the way to the town, 
which we reached at 5 o'clock. 

As Bedford had become a notable watering-place, we 
hired the driver to carry us to the springs, about half a 
-mile dista'Bt. Here we found a vast concourse of people 
collected from different places, some of them very distant. 
The principal spring issues in great profusion from a rock, 
and appears to be strongly' impregnated with magnesia, 
and a little sulphur, so that it is unquestionably medicinal, 
and very good for some complaints ; but from the mode 
in which it is used, it· may admit of doubt,whether it does 
most harm or .good. It is indiscriminately .used for every 

, complaint, and is often drunk in such profusion, as mus! 
assured! y tend to · disorganize the stomach, and bring on. a 
'flatulency. I drank about a pint, which I found to" be 
"quantu'lll sujf. ;'' but I was told, indeed I found it print
ed in a book, that from two to thirty half-pints was the 
usual quantity an hour before breakfast ; and some drank 
fifty half-pints. There is a bathing-house handsomely 
fitted up in the immediate neighbourhood of the spring, 
and is supplied with water from it ; but I presume pure 
water would be equally efficacious for bathing. Adjoin
ing the spring, in a hollow, is a large building fitted up as 
a boarding-house, where the charge is about five or six 
dollars per week. The situation is, upon the whole, very 
romantic and truly delightful. 

On my return. to the town, I spent a very agreeable 
evening with Mt. Tod, a member of the state legislature, 
'from whom I received a great deal of local inforn1'.1tion., 

'"· t.__: • 
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BEDFORD is the capital of .Bedford county, and has a 

very romantic situation among the mountains. It is in a 
thriving condition, and contains 54 7 inhabitants. It was 
originally composed· of log and frame buildings; but these 

are now giving way to brick houses; so that I think Bed. 
ford is likely to become a. very. handsome, as it will always 

be a very romantic, little place. The public buildings are· 
a court.:.house and presbyterian meeting-house; .and there 

are four taverns and seven stores_in the place. There are 
several schools, and a weekly 1~~,vspaper is printed. · Th~ 
people m~mufacture the greater part of their ()Wil clothing. 

The land· in. the neighbourhood is fertile; but, being 
immediately surrounded -wit.h ,- mountains, the ·quantity of 

' arable ·1an:d is small, and sells at·from ten to twenty dollars· 
i I . , 

per acre .. 
We lodg~d at ~Qore's tavern, where the accommoc\a

tions were very poor. I. was shoved into a little dirty 
apart~nt, somewhat like a passage, the window· bro~en 
to pieces, and the bed-· -of it I had best say nothing. 

I lay down without undressing, and was very gl~d when 

called on to take my seat in the stage at 3 o'clock in the 
morning. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Somerset,-Laurel Hill,-Clzesnut Ridge. 

TUESDAY, August 13th, on taking my place in the 
stage, I found we were to have a numerous company, 
principally people from Pittsburg, retuq1ing. from the 
springs. One of them, a very stout, robust-looking man, 
with a thundering voice, was giving the necessary orders, 
and I began to be afraid that we would have a troublesome 
neighbour; but l was glad to find, afterwards, that I had 
miscalculated ; for I found him to be one· of the most 
civil and discreet gentlemen that I had. met with in all my 
.travels.· Besides the company in the stage ( and it was 
full), there was a cavalcade of four or five on horseback, 
and, being all bound for Pittsburg, we made a pretty re
spectable party. 

Being all fixed (to use .an American expression), we 

started at ha~f past 3 o'clock. The morning was foggy, 
but it cleared up by 6 o'clock, when the thermometer 
stood at 50°. We twice crossed a branch of the Juniata 
river, on which a number of valuable mills are erected. 
Between four and five miles from Bedford, the road forks, 
the north branch passing in nearly a direct line to Greens
burg. We took the south brcmch, which passes by So .. 
merset. The country is rough, but tolerably well culti~ 

Vated, and raises much more grain than is sufficient to 
supply the intern:11 demand. The market for flour is Bal-
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timore, and the expence of carriage thither is about one 

dollar and a half per· barrel. 
We stopped for breakfast 14 miles from Bedford;' and 

here I, perceived that they made a difference in the charge 

between the passengers in the stage and those on horse
back : the former paying 31 { cents, the latter only 25 

cents. I inquired into the reason of it, and was informed 

it. wa~ in consequence of being obliged to prepare, vic

tuals for a certain . number of passengers by ·. tlt~ :_ stag~, 
whether \hey came or not ; in conseqµence -of which ther~ 
:is a considerable loss of time, and. some waste of victµals; 
whereas,. in the• other,,case, 'they· know to a certainty wJ~at 
they J:iave ·. to . prepare., ; The regulation, is reasoryable.~ 
After breakfast· we travelled four· miks . oyer an jnferior 
ch~n of hills, ·called Dry ridge, the road, rough, the soil 

poor, and: the views m1mer~m~ and exte\1sive., At 1~ 

o'clock we arrived at the foot of the Allegany, the greatest 
ofall th~ chains of moip1tains, and emphaticallyterm~d the 
back-bone' of America: · 

The ascent of this mountain was. easier than I imagined 

it wo~ld have been, and the company being socia~le and 
Well-dispos.ed, .we rode and \Valked alternately, whi~h af. 
forded considerable vadety. N ~ar the top we stopped at , 
an excellent stone house, kept by a Dutchman as a ta
vern, where we rested a considerable time, and, bespru
ing some refreshment, .we- found the provisions gopd, and 
the charg~ moderate. · The view to the eastward is very 
extensive,; but, as we were not yet upon the summit, we 
could not see westward. There was a little rivulet near 
the house, and on its banks some pretty fertile soil, 
,,vhich was with great care -converted into arable land; and 

· a garden beside the .house raised a good supply of vege-
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tables. The cows, sheep, hogs, and poultry were plenti- . 
fully supplied· from the grass of the mountain; but the 
flour and liquors had to be brought from the low countrr. 
But, in truth, it is really a comfortable residence, al\d I 
presume the honest Dutchman will succeed very well as 

a tavernkeeper at this pbce. On our way towards the 
summit we met some people who had been very success .. 
fol in gathering whortle-berries, with which all the moun= 
tains abound, and they made us a present of as many as 
we chose to take. 

On reaching. the summit, my senses were almost .over .. 
powered by the sublimity of the view, and th~ sem,ations 
excited by it. To form some idea of it, it is necessary 
to·bear in mind, that the. base of the secondridge·is a little' 
higher· than Jhe fir~t, and so on to the Allegany, which is 
the highest of all; and from thence the country again falls 
to the westward. Hence the Allegany is the dividing 
tidge between the eastern· and western waters, and a shower 
of rain falling here must be so divided., that one part_ of it 
rvill run into the Atlantic by the 'Chesapeak bay, and the 
other will fall into the Gulph of Mexico by the Mississip .. 
pi, being separated 1000 miles in a direct line. The view 
is most extensive, and is sublime in a high degree; but as 
it is only a small part of the globe that can. be .submitted 
to the sense of vision at any one time, there is a kind of re
gret, commingled with the other sensations, that we cannot 
here view the country from ,the Atlantic to the Mississippi. 
Imagination and a perusal of the map must inpart supply, 
the defect. But I cannot express all I feel, and must hasten~ 
from the towering eminence, to survey the country piece 
by piece, the only way that it can be accomplished by 
lnortal man. I may cr:v out1 " 0, that I had the lVings 

VOL. II. 
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of the morning, that I might fly to the uttermost ehds of 

the earth in search of knowledge ! " But sober rtason 

steps in to check the vain illusion, so I must e'en take 

her for my guide, and travel, not as fancy, but as reason 

directs. 
As we began to descend, I could distinctly perceive 

that we were now in a different climate, and was strongly 

impressed with the force of Volney 's remarks on the climate 

of the United States. The wind was blowing from the 

westward, and had a balmy softness,· which I had often 

observed in Europe, but seldom in the United States; and 

though it was the hottest time of the day, and· the hottest 

season of the year, we felt no inconvenience from it. On 

reaching the plains below, these remarks were corroborated 

by observing the fields. The grass, grain, fruit,· all indi

cated that we were now in a temperate climate; the fields 

of oats were particularly ·demonstrative of it. In all my 

travels through the Atlantis states, east of the mountains, I 

had uniformly noticed that oats did not come to the same 

degree of maturity, as in Europe. The reason which I 

assigned was, that the climate is too rapid for them, and 

they are ripened before the ear fills. Here, hm-ve~er, I 

found elegant fields of them, which had come to full ma

turity; and I was so struck with the circumstance, that I 

several times got out of the stage to examine theh1. I al. 

ways met with the same result. 

From the foot of the mountain, we travelled about 14 

miles, through an uneven -country, to· Somerset, where we 

stopped for the night. On our arrival at this place, I was 

proceeding to follow up my inquiries ; and judging that 

the landlord would be equally communicative and obliging 

,vith those I had before met with in the United States, I 
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began to put some questions to him. But I soon found 
that I had reckoned without my host. To the first ques. 
tion he made a repulsive answer ; and at the second\ he 

turned upon his heel, muttering something to himself? that 
I did not distinctly hear. " 0, ho," thinks~I-to-myself, 
"I have got into the wrong box;" so I very compos.edly 
shut up my papers, and stepped over to the postmaster, 
at the other side of the street. I found him a perfect conc
trast to the landlord. He was not only willing to answer 
all my questions, but he called in the aid of several· oth~r 
gentlemen, and I got 1every information I could desire. 

SoM ER s ET is the capital of Somerset county, and ,is. si
tuated in a valley called the Glades. The town was laid 
out about 24, years ago, and now contains 4,80 inhabitants. 
The houses are in number about 80 or 90,. principally 
built of logs, and • there are eight taverns and si}{. stores" 
T~e public buildings are a court-house and jail ; and two 
churches are building. The to}vn is well supplied with 
provisions, which sell at moderate prices ; beef, mutton, 
and pork, are about four cents per pound. The manufac
tures are equal , to the supply of the demand, except for 
fine goods. There are in the town and neighbourhood 
several carding machines for wool, and one for cotton;, 
which are doing well. Cotton is brought from Baltimore 
at about two cents per pound; and wool, both common and 
medno, is abundant in the country. The schools are 
very good and improving ; and there is a newspaper soci
ety established, which gets all the principal newspapers in 

the United States. 
The Gountry "in the neighbourhood is pretty fertile, and 

agriculture is in an improved state. They raise oats, barley, 

wheat, and rye ; and the country answers remark~bly ·weU 
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for grazing, particularly sheep. , There is plenty of iron 
ore in the valley, and three forges have been recently erect
ed. The greater part of the. surplus produce is carried to 
Cu:r~berland, 35 miles distant; where it is taken by boats, 
down the Potomac, to Baltimore. Land carriage to Phila
delphia is three dollars per cwt . 

. The obliging postmaster from whom I got my informa
tion, is a native of Ireland, and has been long settled in this 
country. His name is Cla_rk, and I shall long keep it on 
the right side of the book of my remembrance.-Mr. 
IYebster, the landlord, must take " the left hand road." 

On my return to the tavern, the company had all retired 
to bed, but I had to sit up and finish my notes. The land
lord hinted that I had better go to bed, as the stage would 
start very·early in the morning. I told him I must write 
a little before I went to bed, but would rise at any hour, 
provided I was called. He said I would be called in due 
time. Before I finished, it was near 12 o'clock. 

August 14th. At half past 2 o'clock, I heard the voice 
of my landlord, .calling all hands to their duty. I looked 
up, rubbing my eyes :-"' Will the stage go soon ?J' 
said I. '' The stage will go when it's ready," said he. 
" And when will it be ready ?" said I. " That's nothing 
to you," said he: "I have called you; that's my duty; 
if you don't obey orders, and are disappointed, the blame's 
your own." I started up, and went down stairs. ·when I 
settled my bill, . "Now I'm ready," said, I. " No, you're 

not quite ready yet," said he, '' there's some whisky and 
bitters for you." I took a ,little of it. " Well, what's to 

pay for this?" " Nothing." The ladies appeared, and 

he ordered them into an adjoining room to get some coffee; 

and pointed out the whisky and bitters to the gentlemen 
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who attended them. " I believe, I'll tak~ a cup of coffee 
with the ladies," said one of the gentlemen. " If you 
don't choose the bitters, you may let them alone," said 
the landlord ; " but the cofl:ee was provided for the ladies, 
and of it you don't get one drop.'-' But his care of the 
ladies did not end here. The morning was cold and raw 

' and he provided warm greatcoats for them all. This hu~ 
mane conduct gave me a better opinion of him, than I 
otherwise would have entertained ; and, enquiring into his 
history, I learned that he had been an officer in the army, 
during the war, which accounted for the austerity of his 
behaviour, and the haughtiness of his command. 

Six miles from Somerset, we reached Laurel Hill, of 
which, as I made no particular remark, except that we had 
a fine view from the top, I shall transcribe Michaux's ac
count. · " The direction of this ridge is parallel with those_ 
we left behind us ; . the woods which cover it, are more 
tufted, and the vegetation appears more lively. The name 
given to this mountain, I have no doubt, proceeds from, 
the great quantity of calmia latifolia, from 8 to 10 feet 
high,. which grows exclusively in all the vacant places, 
and that of the rlwdodendrum maximum, which enamel the 
borders of the torrents ; for the inhabitants call the rhodo
dendrum laurel, as frequently as the calmia latifolia." The 

~ 

descent on the western side of this ridge was very steep) 
and we had to walk nearly all the way down. 

We breakfasted at the foot of Laurel Hill, and travelled 
aver a country pretty fertile, and pai1ially improved, about 
eight miles to the foot of Chesnut Ridge, the last a11d least 
of the mountains ; over which the road passes two miles. 
This ridge lies parallel with all the others, and has nothing 
to recommend it to particular notice, except that the view 
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being now unobstJ:Qcted to s the \westward, :i the western 
country appe~r& · to pe spread out like a pl~in : of vast ex

tent We reached the foot of this mountain ~t I o'clock, 

and 11 shall iptroduce the. ~ountry b,eyond it to the 11otice 

of the:reader, in a new·chapter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Western Country ,--Green~burg,-~ittsburg. 

ON entering into the country to the westward of the 

mountains, the whole face of nature indicated a fertile soil 

and healthy climate. The woods consisted prin'cipally of 

oak, hickory, chesnut, walnut, locust, and sugar-maple; 

and the trees were, generally speaking, larger than any tim

ber I had ever seen before. The fields were fertile and 

well cultivated, and the crops of grain and grass were 

luxuriant. The surface of the earth is swelled out into an 

innumerable number of small hills, but all fit for cultiva

tion, and the ground is abundantly watered by springs 

and rivulets. With these advantages, it was not to be sup

posed, that this country, so near the old settlements, would 

long lie waste; and we accordingly find, that the county 

of Westmoreland is one of the most populous in the state 

of Pennsylvania. The farms are· well improved, and the 

farm-houses are, many of them, substantial, and bespeak 

affiuence, ease, and comfort. These remarks may appear 

singular to such as know of no medium, by which wealth 

can be obtained, but that of foreign commerce; but they 

are, nevertheless, correct. The people here appear to be 

as well lodged, as well fed, and as well clothed, as those 

who live in the neie-hbourhood of Philadelphia or New 
Cl 

York, 
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After passing Chesnut Ridge the road makes a conside~ 
rable bend to the northward, and crosses several small 
creeks, branches of the Y oxhiogeni river ; the principal of 
which is Sewickly creek ; and seven miles from th@hce we 
reached Greensburg, passing in our way a salt spring, and 
a coal mine, the first I had seen· in the United States. We 
stopped for the night· at vV orbache's tavern. 

GREENSBURG is the capital of Westmoreland county, 
and is situated in a healthy, fertile country. It contains by 
last· census 680 inhabitants, and is encreasing. The houses 
are mostly built of wood, but some few are of brick. 
The public buildings are, a court-house, jail, meeting. 
house, and market-house. 

Thursday, 15th August. The stage started from Greens~ 
burg at 4 o'clock, and travelled through a fertile country ; 
but it was very uneven, and we were constaiitly either as
cending or descending. Six miles from Greensburg we 
passed a· little place. called Adamsburg; consisting of a few 
houses only; and at .six miles from thence we stopped to 
breakfast at the house of a Mr. Stewart, one of the most 
discreet landlords I ever saw. Our charge here was only 
25 cents. At ten miles from Ste,vart's we had to de· 
1£cend a pretty steep eminence, to cross Turtle creek, and 
some rain having fallen, the road was very· slippery and 
bad. One of the Pittsburg gentlemen, and I, alighted to 
walk down the hill. \Ve got a considerable way before 
the stage, and my fellow-taveller took me a little off the 
road, to see what· he termed a great cµriosity. It was, 
indeed, one of nature's wonders, the remains of a remarka. 
bly large tree. The history of it, as he stated it, was 
this. The tree was a sycamore, which species, when they 
grow very large, decay ir,. the heart. This one had so 
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decayed, and there was a hole in one side of it. A family 
had come down the creek in the winter season, and got 
their boat stove by the . ice ; when seeing this tree, they 
deared out the rubbish from the inside, and converted it 
into a house, where they Ii ved for some time, till they got 
their boat repaired. When they left it they set it on fire, 
which consumed every thing· but the stump; and the 
remains of it now .form .a cirde :like the staves of a large 
vat. My friend told··· me he· had rode into it with his 
horse, and turned him. round in the inside, which he could , 
do with ease. We measured it, and found it to be fully 
15 feet in diameter. 

Having crossed the creek, a1i.d ascended the hill on the 
other side, we travelled about a mile, when we came to 
the ground where General Braddock was· defeated. Many 
memorials of the battle are ~till to be seen ; but none so 
characteristic as the bones, which lay· bleaching by the way 
side; . and of which one of our company' being an anato
mist, carried one away as a curiosity. 

A little after passing this place, we stopped at the house 
,of a judge Wallace ; and here we were recompensed for 
the disagreeable sensations excited by the sight of the field 
of battle, by the view of 011e of the most lovely of God's 
works. Miss Wallace came out to the carriage with some 
fruit aBd cyder. She was beautiful, while she appeared 
quite unconscious of it, being entirely free from affecta
tion; she wast~ picture of innocence, and sweet simpli
city. On leaving the house, I was informed by the Pitts
burg ladies, who were acquainted with her, that her mind 
was as elegant as her person, and her affections graced 
both-the whole forming the picture of the poet: 

VOL. II. G 
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.,. Innocence 

Looked, gaily, smiling on; while rosy Pleasure 

Hid young Desire amid her flow'ry wreath, 

And pour'd her cup luxuriant;
1 
mantling high, 

The spa.rklin'g heavenly vintage, love and bliss. 

From hence to Pittsburg is nine !]1iles, and the country 

continued hilly .for seven; when we came to the banks of 
the Allegany; and -proceeded along .. a.n open plain, pound. 
ed by .. the Allegany on th,e west, and by pretty high hills 
on the_ east ; . and we proceeded between these, two miles 

to .Pittsburg, where we arrived at two o'clock. 
I shall close this chapter with a few general remarks. 

The whole of the mountains, as far as I saw .them, are 
covered with woad to the very top ; . and they form a very 

luxuriant appearance, compared with the bleak mmintains 
of Britc1.in and Ireland. There are a great variety of valua:.. 

ple plants amongst them ; but, being . no botanist, I shall 

barely transcribe a list of them, which I find scattered in 

different place~ of Micliaux' Travels. Calmia latifoliq, 
Andromeda vaccinium, Rlwdodendrum, Rhododendrum maxi~ 
mum, lJfagnolia acuminata, Quercus banzsteri, Azalea. 

Michaux mentions thaf there · are a great. many rattle

snakes in the mountainous parts of Pennsylv~i~, q11d. he 
found a vast number of them killed upon tlie road. '1Ve 
found only one, and I have never yet see11 a live rattle~ 

snake· in America, except one exhibited in a box as a show. 
As I have the . book of this respectable travell~r in my 

hand, I may notice, that the country has much changed in the 

course of eight years, or he must have been mistaken in 
some of his conclusions. In the 2d London edition, page 
30, he observes : " Sheep being very scarce, the wool is 
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very dear, and they reserve it to make stockings." In 
my journey through the mountains, I passed many drove~ 
of horses, cattle, hogs, and ~ome sheep going to the east
ward. The mountainous district is well calculated for, 
sheep,_ and merino sheep have been introduced, and . are 
thriving remarkably well. Wool is plenty, and carding 
machines are common all over the country. , In· page 40, 

he observes: "A parsion for spiritous liquors is one of 
the features that characterize the couµtry people, belonging, 
to the· interior of the United States. This passion is so 
strong, that they desert their homes every now and then, 
to get drank in public houses; in- fact I do not conceive 
there are 10 out of 100 who have resolution to desist 
from it a moment, provided they had it by them." In my 
journey across the mountains, I did not see a single person 
drunk, though no doubt there might have been many. 
There is· unquestionably too much spiritous liquors drank 
in the newly settled parts of America, but a very good 
reason can be assigned for it. The labour of clearing the 
land is rugged and severe, and the summer heats are some
times so great that it would be dangerous to drink cold 
water. This is a truth, whatever philosophers may think 
of it. Where the country is entirely new, there are no 
apples, and consequently no cyder. Malt liquor will not 
keep, spiritous liquors are soon prepared, and are in fact 
the only beverage to which the settlers have access; and 
many may, in this way, acquire a habit, which they will 
not be able afterwards to correct. By and bye, a new set 
of settlers comes into the country, with more temperate 
habits; the first class

1 
who may with propriety be called 

pioneers, sell their improvements, and move away to clear 
'lands fa.rther back; the country becomes- stocked -·with 
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fruit• for i:yder, and materials for malt liquor; and the 
pe~ple are as temperate in their habits, and as correct in 
their morals, as the inhabitants of either France or Eng
land. This district of country was new when Michaux 
travelled through it, and he· had· seen some instances of in
temperance, which no doubt would ma~e a considerable 
impression on his mind ; but there is no way of account.; 
ing for the s\veeping conclusion he draws·· against the 
whole of the " country people belonging to the interior of 
the United States," namely,' all the farmers, except by the 
presumption, that his mh1d 'must have been predisposed, 
in consequence of misinformation received from some 
prejudiced foreigners. ·in tlle sea~ ports, many of whom are 
eyer ready to abuse · and , vilify the mass of the people in 
the United States .. But we may set it down as a certain 
truth, that " corruption of morals in the mass of cultivators 
is a phenor:nenon of, which no age or nation has furnished 
an example." 

The expence of tr~velling by· the stage, from . Philadel
phia to Pittsburg, is 20 dollars,. and 12l cents for. every 
pound of luggage beyond 14. The charges by the way 
are about 7 dollars. The whole distance is 297 miles, 
and the stage travels it in 6 days. The expence of travel
ling by a waggon is 5 dollars per cwt. for both . persons 
and property ; and the charges by the way are about 12 
dollars. A waggon performs the journey in ab,out 20 
days. 

I cannot here omit to notice of what importance it would 
be to have a good turnpike road across the mountains; 
and I was glad to learn that it was probable one would 
soon be made. Commissioners were surveying the diffe
rent lines of road at the time we passed, and it was eK-
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pected they would make their report to the legislature at 
their next meeting. From the liberality which that body 
have lately adopted towards the public concerns of the 
state, and the ample funds in their hands, there seems to 
be no doubt but this important branch of political econo= 
my will receive _every encouragement which it deserves ; 
and, when a good road is carried through betwixt Phila= 
delphia and Pittsburg, it will be attended with advantages 
of which the most sanguine calculator could not at present 
form an estimate. 

In surveying the " sublime and beautiful," in the 
course of this journey, I often thought of the Society of 

Artists in Philadelphia, and wished that some of their ama
teurs had been along with me to delineate some of the 
scenery to embellish this work ; but that object not being 
attainable, I must embellish it in the best way I can, by 
giving my readers an account of what they can eat, and 
what they can drink, and wherewithal they can be clothed.; 
and of what can be done here to procure these articles, s() 
tiecessary to the support of human life~ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Pittsburg*. 

HAVING formed an_ acquaintance with my Pittsburg 
fellow-travellers, whom I found to be very discreet; well .. 

· informed people, I was enabled very soon, by their assist• 
ance, to make niyself acquainted with this part of the 
country. 

PITT s Bu RG is situated atthe confluence of the Allegany 
and Monongahela rivers, the junction of which forms the 
Ohio. It· extends about three quarters . of a mile along 
the Allegany river, and about half a mile along the Mo;. 
nongahela. The. scite of the town .. is narrow, being hem .. 
med in by hills to the.eastward, about half a mile from the 
Allegany river; b~t there is room for it to extend along 
that river two miles. 

The town was first laid out in 1765; but was surveyed 
and laid out on a new plan in l 784. The plan was meant 
to accommodate the town to both rivers ; but it is by no 
means so well designed as it might have been. The 
streets are generally too narrow, and they cross one another 
at qCUte angles, which is both hurtful to the eye, and inju
rious to the buildings. The value of the situation may 
be determined by a notice of the progress of the town. 

. \ 
In 1800 it contained 2400 inhabitants; in 1807 it con-
tained about 500 houses; and in 1810 it contained 11 
stone buildings, 283 of brick, and 473 of frame and log i 

* See the annexed map. 
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making , in all 7 6 7 ; and the number· of inhabitants was 
4768. Pittsburg has of course nearly doubled hs popula
tion in 10 years; and there is every probability that this 
ratio will continue for a ·considerable time to come; so 
that Pittsburg will in all probability become one of the 
largest towns in America. 

The principal public buildings are a court-house, jail, 
market-house, bank, academy, and '5 places of public 
worship. There are also several manufactories which 
may· rank as public buildings. A steam mill, built qf 

hewn stone, which can drive 3 pair of stones, capable ·of 
grinding upwards of 500 bushels of grain in 24 hours; 4 
glass-houses ; several air-furnaces ; '. several breweries' and 
distilleries ; two cotton manufactories, and a number of 
carding machines; a white lead manufactory; a wire
drawing manufactory, wrought by a steam-engine ; an 
iron grinding mill; and many ·others. 

The following enumeration of the professions exercised 
in Pittsburg will show the rapid progress that society has 
made here. l\fasons and stone-cutters, brick-makers, 
carpenters, cabinet-makers, coopers, turners, ship and boat .. 
builders, machine-makers, wheel-wrights, smiths and 
nailors, brass-founders, copper-smiths, tin-smiths, silver
smiths, gun-smiths, cutlers, wir~-drawers, wire-workers, 
lock-smith~, screw and hinge-makers, clock and watch
makers, button-makers, steam engine-builders, bottle-blow .. 
ers, glas~-makers, glass-cutters, looking-glass-makers, 
tanners, curriers, sacldlers, boot and shoe-makers, glovers 
and breeches-makers, butchers, bakers, brewers, distillers., 
cotton-spinners, weavers, dyers, stocking-makers, taylors, 
printers, book-binders, marbled paper-makers, inkpowcler
makers, rope-makers, tobacconists, soap-qoilers, candle-
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makers, brush-makers, comb-maker&, pptters, pa;inters, 
and white-lead-makers. 

The manufacturers in all these branches are prospering, 
and the most of . t~ose employed at them are becoming. 
wealthy. Labour is well , paid ; a few of the prices may 
be quoted. Carpenters a dollar. per day ; cabinet-make11s 
~re paid by the piece, and they can make above a dollar; 
smith& at~d tanners··12 .dollars. per month, with their board; 
shoemakers 9.4 cents fo:r making a pair of shoes, and 2 
dollars 50; cents for boots; shipwrights l dollar. 5.0 cents 
per day; other mechanic.s about l dollar; labourers 75. 
ceqts. 

:The various manufactures in Pittsburg exc;eed a millio,µ 
~f dollars annually, and we may calculate its progress in 
wealth from this data. · A million of dollars is above 200 
dollqrs a year to every man, womao, and child in Pitts
burg; or, taking them by families of 5, it is 1000 dollars 
to a family ; and the expenditure of a family does, not, on 
an average, exceed one-third of that sum. This wealth, to 
pe sure, will not be equally diffused: some will get more, 
some less ; but it is an income to the town, and, the out
goings not being above one-third, leaves an accmnulatfon 
of capital of nearly 700,000 dollars annually. With this 
:,.ccumulation of capital and other advantages, and t.he spirit 
of enterprize which is exhibited in Pittsburg, I have no 
hesitation in hazarding an opinion, that it will become one 
of the greatest manufacturing towns in the world. 

Beside.s the supply of the town and country round with 
· manufactures, Pittsburg has a vast export trade, princi
pally down the Ohio. The following may be enumerated · 
as the most prominent articles of export: window-glass, 
bottles~ flint-glass, decanters, tumblers, &c., beer and 
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porter, saddles and bridles, boots and shoes', tin and copper 
wares, stills and other apparatus for distilling, weaver's 
reeds, metal buttons, snuff and segars, carpent€r and cabi~ 

net-work, &c. 
As· the greater part of the manufactures that have been 

enumerated, are in a progressive state of · improvement, 
workmen can hardly go wrong by coming to this place .. 
They are sure of work and good wages at all times. The 
following new branches of manufacture might be established 
to advantage: chaise and chair making; upholstery; piano:.. 
'fortes :and other musical instruments; stocking frames: and 
the following are susceptible of augmentation : cotton and 

·wool spinning· and weaving;. stocking-making. 
'The progress of the manufactures of Pittsburg, is in 

effect guaranteed by the cheapness of living1 as the follow ... 
ingrates will show. House-rent for a mechanic,. is·about 
50 or 60 dollars per annum; coals from five to six ce11ts. 
per bushel delivered, and 300 bushels will serve for one fire. 
12 months, being. from 15 to 18 dollars; flour two dollar3 
per cwt. ; meal 40 cents' per cwt. ; potatoes 31 · cents . per 
bushel; other vegetables are very cheap; beef, mutton, and 
veal from four to six cents, per pound; pork from three to 
four . cents per pound; bacon from six to ten cents per 
pound; venison from three to four ·. and a half cents .. pef· . 
. pound; fowls 12} cents each; ducks 25 cents;: geese from 
50 to 7 5 cents ; turkeys from 50, to 100 cents; fish very 
plenty and cheap ; cheese from 8 to· 12 cents; butter from 
10 to 18 cents; eggs from 8 to 10 ;, beer and porter plenty 
and reasonable; cyder from two to four dollars· per barrel ; 
whisky 40 cents per gallon; peach brandy 80 cents; ma~
ple sugar 1 o cents per pound; salt l 50 cents per cwt. ; ~c , 
ven-hundred country linen fro1:1 33 to 40· cents per yardj 

VOl'... IL H 
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, .A. dollar exchanges in sterling- at 4s. 6d.; a cent is a frac. 
tion more than a halfpenny 

From this list of prices, taken in connectibn with the value 
of labour, it· will be· seen. that an ordinary workman can 

procure for a,day's work, 50 pounds of flour; or 20 pounds 
_of beef; or three bushels of potatoes ; or 27 pounds of 
pork ; or eight fowls ; or four ducks ; or two ordinary 
geese; or one very large turkey~ vVhile this continues to 
be the case (and 1- think it will long continue)~ it may be 
fairly. inferred, that a workman cad support his family with 
the produce of his labour in ·ease and affiuence, and ·can 
accumulate a stock of wealth for old age, and for posterity. 

The inhabitants of Pittsburg being a collection froin all 

nations, kihdreas; tongues, and languages, it must riatu
.:rall y be supposed that they will exhibit a considerable vad 

riety of manners. The Pittsburg NavigMor, a little book 
c011taining a vast variety of. infonnation regarding the wes
tern cm.in.try' the prosperity of ,vhich. seems to be an object 
of peculiar solicitude with the editors, thus enumerates 
them : " They are principally Americans ; a good many 
]rish, some ,E_nglish, some Scotch, so:tne French, Dutch, 
and S,viss, and a fe,v \iV elch arid Italians." But as they 
are :rhostly operative mechanics, having no separate in. 
terest to keep them at variance, they are genera11y friendly 
~nd sociable with one another ; and will in a short time as
;similate and become one body politic. 

The pulpit and bar ate both respectably supported ; and 
Pittsburg is ,vell supplied· with good schools. There are 

-iwo ,veekly newspapers printed in the town, and there is a 
-,general coliection of papers brought here front. every quat· 
ter of . the union. The inhabitants have also established a 
public library, and some yoting men have lately formed 
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themselves into a society for collecting Jnateriais for a mu~ 
seum. Laudable attention has also. been paid to a branch 
more valuable, perhaps, than any other~the education of 
young ladies. When we reflect that instruction is the 
band-maid of virtue; that to the feipqle se){: belongs the 
care of man in his early years; that during this period his 
manners, his habits, and the rudiments ef his intellect are 
formed; when ·we duly reflect on these things, then will we 
appreciate the value of fei:nale education, and every true pa= 
triot will contribute to support it, as far as he has oppor
tunity. 

The situation of Pittsburg is as advantageous as can weH 
be imagined. The Monongahela is about 400 yards ,vide 
at its mouth, and, in the spring and fall freshets, · has sufli-:
~ient water to carry ships of 400 tons burden; but these 
freshets soon subside, and ~ender the navigation precarious 
for large vessels; but it is pretty good for keel boats to 
Brownsville, and thence in small v~ssels from 100 to 140 
miles into the interior of the country. 

The Allegany is navigable to within 14 or 15 miles of 
lake Erie, and there is now an excellent turnpike roaa made 
over this portage. There are many navigable rivers which 
fall into these two . streams, so that the quantity of produce 
that is daily poured into Pittsburg is immense, and it is 

. yearly increasing. From Pittsburg the Ohio is' navigable 
to its mouth, and thence the navigation is continued to 
New Orleans. These rivers are now so well known, that 
they are navigated upwardf with almost as great facility as 
downwards, and they communicate with so many impor
tant points of the country, that the advantage to ,Pittsburg· 
is incalculable. I may just mention two or three instances, 
Lead is brought from St. Louis, near the Missouri: ro1 
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t-0n is brought from Tennessee for four cents per pound; 
and salt is. brought from the banks of the Great Kanhaway. 
All the · materials for glass, iron wares, and malt liquors axe 

fom1d in great plenty in the neighbourhood ; and there is 
an everlasting supply bf coal in the hills all round the 

town. 
In the course of my walks through the streets I heard 

every where the sound of the hammer and anvil; all was 
aJive ; every thing indicated the greatest industry, and at
tention to business. The markets were well stocked with 
provisions and fruit, and the vegetables were larger than 
any I had ever seen before. I ascended a handsome emi
nence., called Grant's Hill, from whence I had a fine view 
of the town and country.. I went accompanied by a friend 
to visit the glass-works, which we found in excellentorder, 
and one of the workmen prepared for us some glass ware 
of curious workmanship. In the neighbourhood we saw 
a .pottery, at which a great deal of very handsome earthen 
utensils are manufactured. I carried a letter of introduc
tion to Mr. Roosvelt, the gentleman who had th~ manageJ 
ment of the steam-boat which was building oh the Ohio. 
He was not at· home, hut I went to see the boat. It had 
lately been launched on the Monongahela river, and was 
the largest vessel I had ever seen which bore the name of 
a boat. Her. dimensions w.ere as follow; length 148 feet , 
6 inches ; breadth 32 feet 6 inches ; depth 12 feet; and 
she will draw four. feet of water. She was originally in
tended to run between Pitt~burg and the falls of the Ohioi 
but she was found to be too large, and is now destined to run 

between New Orleans and Natches. The ultimate design 
9f the proprietors is to have six boats to ply between the 
falls and New Orleans, ~nd five between the falls and Pitts,, 
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burg. Shpuld this plan be practicable, and carried into 
full execution, it will be. of incalculable advantage to the 

whole western country. 
During my stay in Pittsburg, an ecclesiastical trial took 

place, which excited a great def\l of interest in · the town, 
and I went, among others, to hear it. · The case was this. 

A Mr. Graham, a native of Ireland, had been bred to the 

ministry of· the gospel, among a class of people called 
Cameronians. He was unsuccessful in his native country, 

where he was not able to support his family; and after 

. struggling for some time with the ·world, and getting a 

little in debt, he emigrated to this country, where he· ap

pears to have been welJ received by his brethren of the 
same persuasion, in New York and Philadelphia. He was 

possessed of very popular talents, · and became a favourite 
in the different congregations where he preached; but a 
misunderstanding appears to have soon taken place be

tween him and his brethren of the ministry ; in conse

quence of which, his progress was retarded, and after being 
buffeted about ih various situations to the eastward, he 
got settled in· a small congregation 20 or 30 miles from 
Pittsburg. The differences between him and his brethren 
a})pear to have continued and encreasecl, and at last came 
to an open rupture : a charge, which they. called "foma 
clamosa," was instituted against him, and the trial took 
place in the Cameronian meeting-house of Pittsburg. The 
court was composed of three clerg-ymen, who appeared to 
be all opposed to Mr. Graham. The evidence had closed 

by the time I went to the church, and Mr. Graham rose 
to make his defence, which continued, with different inter
vals, part of three clays. He was uncommonly eloquent, 

hut dreadfully severe tJpon his opponents, whom he charg" 
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eel with high crim,es · and misdemeanors ; and, whether he 
was right or wrong,. he cert~inly succeeded in getting the 
popular voice in Pittsburg in his favour, particularly the 
ladies. I have more than once taken notice (?f their influ. 

ence in society. The effect of it was irres1stible in this 
case.. The inhabitants learned that he was poor, and that 
his poverty would militate much against him in the en. 
counter with his assailants : they raised a··· cons~derable 
subscription for him, and, by. the time that the court were 
ready for a decision, he had become so strong in the pub
lic favour, that he could set his brethren at defiance. ·with
out waiting, therefore, for their sentence, he wrote out his 
declinature, threw. it upon the table, walked out of the 
church, and was followed to his lodgings py a consiqerable 
part of the congregation. 

'1Vithout inquiring who w;:is right, or who was wrong, 
in this transaction, I may notice, that the circumstances 
connected with it involve a question of the most serious 
importance to mankind ; and bear testirµony to the value 
of religious freedom, as enjoyed in the Vnjted States. Th~ 
history of all ages proves that the clergy have a strong 
'influence over the mind of the multitude, and this i& great 
in proportion to the ignorance of their l)eqrers. It i& dan
gerous, therefore, to entrust them with more temporal 
power than belongs to them, in society, a~ men. They 
are men of like passions with others, ~nq when those of 
pride, ambition, or je~lousy take the lead of reason, assu .. 

redly their extraordinary powers, if they have them, will 
be abused. Had a similar trial taken place in Spain. or 

Portugal, and the clerical majority been as strong as it was 

against Mr. Graham in Pittsburg, the victim, so far from 

being supported by a liberal subscription, and escorted to 
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his lodgings by a number of respectable people, would have 
been excommunicated and cast out of the true church ; 
the devil would have been painted on his back ; he would 
have been led to the stake ; and, in the devouring flames, 
would have glutted the vengeance of the priesthood, amid 
the unhallowed hallelujahs of their deluded votaries, 
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OlIAP'l,ER IX. · 

Journey to Hannony. 

I SHALL now introauce by name a fellow-traveller, Dr~ 
Isaac Cleaver, of Philadelphia. This gentleman travelled 
in the stage with me from ·Bedford; we lodged together 
at Pittsburg ; and we now agreed to travel together to visit 
the Harmonist. Society. With this view, we procured a 
couple of hacks, very sorry ones, indeed, and set out from 

· Pittsburg, on Monday, the 19th of August, at 6 o'clock in 
the morning. · 

We crossed the Allegany by a boat. It is here about 
400 yards broad, and the deepest part of it seven feet. The 
carrent is gentle, and the water remarkably pure. On the 
opposite side of the river, there is a narrow bottom, of 
very rich· land, after passing which, we ascended pretty 
steep hills, and, . by a rough road, reached a tavern · -eight 
miles from the river. The day was now very hot, but we 
could only stop a few minutes, and moved on six miles, to 
Dixon's tavern, where we found the landlord completely 
drunk. The day continuing uncommonly hot, we rested 
here about half an hour, and, after travelling about a mile, 
we reached the plains, so called from being a sort .of mea
dow, and destitute of trees. Here we were entirely with
out shade, and the force of the sun nearly overpowered us~ 
I never recollect to have suffered so much from the heat, 

an~ we got no relief ~ill after travelling four miles, when 
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we reached another tavern at the farther end of the plains, 
where ,ve found a sober, industrious family, busily em
ployed in domestic manufactures. 

The whole country, from Pittsburg to this place, is 
rather rough and uncultivated ; and land sells at from two 
to three dollars per acre. Beyond this, as we continued our 
journey, we found the country to improve, and approaching 
the precincts of the Harmonist Society, we passed some of 
t~eir well-cultivated farms. Here the road passes over a 
'Considerable hill, and, on reaching the top, we saw, at a lit
tle distance, the town of Harmony, elegantly situatedamid 
flourishing and well-cultivated fields. We reached the 
town at 3 o'clock, and proceeded to the tavern, an ~:;:eel .. 
lent stone building, where vve found good accommoda~ 
tions. 

Before I proceed to state our transactions at this place, 
I shall give an account of the. rise and progress of the 
Harmonist Society. It is chiefly extracted from the ap
pendix to Cumming's Western Tour, published at Pitts
burg ; and as we had it revised and corrected by Mr e 

Frederic Rapp, its authenticity may be relied on. 
" The society had its origin in Wurtemberg, in Ger~ 

many, about the year 1785., The Lutheran religion was 
then predominant in the country, to which every subject 
was obliged to submit. Nobody durst venture to con
tradict the laws given by the consistory ; and no· person 
was left free to believe any system of religibn to be true, 
except what was promulgated by teachers appointed by 
that body. The fundamental principles which Luther 
deduced from the doctrines of Jesus Christ and his apos~ 
tles,. were almost wholly destroyed ; and in place of reli~ 
gion being made a principle to regenerate the mind, and 

VOL. II. I 
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regulate the life, it was converted into-an engine of power, 
to keep the people in check to the civil government. 

" This decline of the church was seen and felt by 
George Rapp, who found himself impelled to bear testi
mony to the fundamental principles of the christian reli. 
gion, and he soon got a number of adherents, who.formed 
:themselves into a society. But they were despised and 
persecuted by the consistory, who often subjected them to 
Jines and imprisonment, because they would not go to the 
established church. But they persevered, and the perse
cution they endured, encreased the members· of the socie. 
ty~ Under these circumstances they groaned for. delive
rance, and wished for a residence in some part of the world, 
where they might enjoy religious toleration, · and be . per
mitted to worship Go n according to the dictates of their 
consciences, unmolested by man. Some proposals were 
made to allow them a piece of land in France; and at last 
in their own country ; but the providence of Go n has 
ruled_ the matter in another way. He discovered.to the 
society AMERICA, as if he had said, "that is the country 
where you shall serve me, and where you shall confess my 
name." Accordingly the society determined unanimously 
to go to America, and Mr. Rapp, and some others, were 
appointed to go before them and. seek out an eligible 
situation in that country. 

"The deputies arrived in safety at Philadelphia in the 
year 1803, and passing into the western country, they fixed ,

1 

on a situation, and wrote to their friends. In the year 
1804, the whole society, consisting of 150 or 160 famil_ies, 
embarked in three vessels at Amsterdam. One of these 
arrived at Baltimore, and the other two at Philadelphia, 
where Mr. Rapp was waiting to receive: them ; and from 
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thence they had to take a troublesome overland joumey of 
320 miles. In November, 40 of ·· these families moved to 
the westward, and, notwithstanding the· lateness of th~ 
season, they built nine log houses, in which they resided 
during' the winter. Next spring 50 more families arrived, 
which brought the society to 90 families; and in February, 
1805, the society was organized into one body, by a con
stitution grounded on Acts iv. 32. And them ultitude bf 
them that believed· were of one heart, and oJ one soul: 
neither said.any of them that aught of ·the things he pos
sessed was his own, BVT THEY lIAD ALt TH:INGS cou..:· 
MON. 

" Thus constituted, they laid out a town, and in com .. · 
memoration of their unity of sentiment, and brotherly af~ 
fection, they called it HARMONY; and from henceforth 
they continued to labour in brotherly association, and in 
common. This year they built 46 log houses, 18 feet by 
24 ; a large barn ; and a grist mill, to which a race was 
dug of nearly three quarters of ·a mile in length. 150 
acres of ground were cleared for corn, 40 for potatoes, 
and 15 for a meadow. 

"In 1806 they built an inn, partly of stone, 32 feet by 
42, and two stories high; a frame· barn 100 feet long ; an 
oil.mill ; a blue-dyer's shop ; and they sunk a· tannery. 
300 acres of land were cleared for com, and 5 8 for meadow. 

"In 1807 they erected a brick store-house, a saw-mill, 
and a brewery. 400 · acres of land were cleared for grain 
andmeadow, and four acres of vines were planted. This 
year they sold of I their produce and manufactures, 600 

bushels of grain,. and 3000 gallons of whisky. 
"In 1808 they built A MEE TING-HOUSE of brick, 70 

feet by 55; a brick dwelling-house, and some other build~ 
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. ings, and stables for cattle ; a frame barn, 80 feet long ; 
and a bridge 220 feet long over the Conaquenesing creek. 
A considerable quantity of ground was cleared, and they 
sold 2000 bushels of grain, and manufactured 1400 into 
whisky. 

"In 1809 ,they built a fulling mill, which does a great 
deal of business for the country; a hemp mill, an oil 
mill, a grist mill, a brick warehouse, 46 feet by 36, having 
a ,wine cellar completely arched over ; and another briqk 
building of the same dimensions. A considerable quantity 

I 

of land was cleared. The produce of this year was, 6000 
bushels of Indian corn, 4500 bushels of wheat, 4500 
bushels of rye, 5000 bushels of oats, 10,000. bushels of 
potatoes, 4000 lbs. of flax and hemp, 100 bushels of barley 
brewed i11to beer, .and 50 gallons of sweet oil, made from 
·the white poppy, and equal to the imported olive oil. Of 
this produce they sold 3000 bushels of corn, 1000 bushels 
of potatoes, 1000 bushels of wheat ; and they distilled 
1600 bushels of rye. 

" In 1810 a wool-carding machine and two· spinning 
jennies were erected, for the fabrication of broad cloth 
from the wool ef merino sheep. A frame barn was built, 
100 feet long, and a brick house built to accommodate 20 
weavers' looms in the under story ; the second to be 
destined for a school-room." 

The improvements were going on rapidly when we 
visited them, and every thing wore the appearance of an 
old established settlement. A great variety of articles of. 
the manufacture of the society had been sold, besides the 
produce of the ground ; such as shoes, boots, saddles, 
smith-work, cloth, &c.; and these and other manufactures 
were rapidly en creasing. A more full development of their 
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principles and economy, will appear from the objects that 
came under our view, in the course of our visit. 

On our arrival at the inn, we learned that the innkeeper 

was one of the society, and had been appointed to that 
station because he could talk the English language fluently. 
He told us that weAcould get every i11formation that· we 
could desire. My fellow-traveller enquired vvhether they 

had a doctor, and on being answered in the affirmat.ive, he 
was sent for, ltnd as he could also talk the English language, 
and was moreover very agreeable in his· manners; and an 

excellent botanist, we were happy in the proffer of his 
services. vV e, had next a visit from Mr. Rapp, his· sons, 

and several other members of the society~ The old. man's 
face beamed with intelligence, and he appeared to have 
a consciousness of having performed a good work ; but he 
could not speak English, and as we could only communi

cate our sentiments by an interpreter, we had but little con. 
·cVersation with him. Having collected a great variety of 
information regarding the society, we took a walk round 
the town, viewed the creek on which it is built, . and re
. turned to the inn, where we found good attendance, and 

excellent accommodations~ 
At sun-rise next morning we heard the bell ring, and in a 

quarter of an hour thereafter, the people-were at their respec
tive employments; all was bustle and activity. The inn
keeper accompanied us to see the society's shepherds and 
sheep. We passed Conaquenesing creek, 'by a wooden 

bridge, ornamented with flowers, and observed a low 

. meadow on our left, which we were informed had been 

drained with a good deal of labour, and was now convert-

ed into excellent pasture ground; a pleasure garden called 
the labyrinth, and a botanic garden, being in the east end 
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of it, right opposite to the bridge. Beyond this, on the 
side of the creek, were various houses for dying; fulling, 
and dressing cloth. The ground . rises to a considerable 
elevation on the north side of the creek, and on our way 
up we perceived about 100 sheep, which we were told had 
just arrived from Washington, Pennsylvania, and had not 
yet been destributed among the main flock. On arriving 
at the sheep-pens, we found the flock to consist of about 
1000, and they were separated into three divisions. The 
first were all of the merino breed, the most of them full 
blooded; the second about half merinos and half common; 
and the third were all common, with some merino rams 
amongst them. They were under the charge of three· 
shepherds, who sleep beside them all night in moveable 
tents; and a watchman from the town attends them during 

· the night. We were informed that the society intended to 
increase the flock, as fast as possible, to 3000 ;· and to pro
gress with the manufacture of woollefl' cloth, which they" 
found very lucrative, as fast as circumstances would permit. 

After breakfast we visited the different branches of 
manufacture. In the wool-loft, eight or ten women were 
employed in teasing and sorting the wool for the· carding 
machine, which is at a distance on the creek. Fromthence 
the roves are brought to the spinning-house, in· the town, 
where we found two roving billies and six spinning jennies 
at ,vork. They were principally wrought by young· girls, 
and they appeared perfectly happy, singing church music 
most melodiously. In the weaving-house '16 looms were 
at· work, besides several warpers and winders. 

In our w·ay through the town we observed shoemakers; 
tarlors, and saddlers at work ; and we passed on to view 
the smith-work, ·which is very extensive. They have 
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4, or 5 forges for ordinary work; and one for nails, at 
which we were diverted by observing a· dog turning. a 
wheel for blowing the bellows. It brought to my recol
lection the remark made on, the English. by Dr. Franklin's 
negro boy, "Dese people make ebery thing workee, only 
de hog." 

From the blacksmith's W€ passed to the· barns, which, 
we were told, co:ntained. a stock of grain sufficient to last 
a year,· and that it was the intention of the society to keep 
up that stock ; but they did not mean to raise any grain 
for sale, their object being to apply all the surplus labour 
of the society to mant1:factures. Contiguous to the barns 
is an orchard, containing about 25 acres of ground, well 
stocked with grafted fruit-trees, 

1
tbough they have not yet 

come to maturity. A hemp-brake, on a new construction, 
the,modelof which they got from Kentucky, was behind 
the barns. It is driven by two horses, and is found to an.:. 
swer remarkably ·"\ivell. In this neighbourhood is the 
;brew-house; but it was not in operation when we saw it. 
It is a convenient building, and at the back of it is 
a hop~garden, and part of the hops were growing in at 
the windows. We likewise observed them growing 
very luxuriantly in most. of the gardens in the town ; so 
that the materials for beer and porter must be very abun-

- dant. We had some of the porter at the. tavern, of as 
good a quality as I have ever tasted in London. 

After dinner we visited the soap and candle works; the dye 
works; sh~aring and dressing works ; the turners, carpen
ters, and machine-makers; and, finally, we were conducted 
thro~gh the warehouses, which we found plentifully stored 
with commodities ; among others, we saw 450 pieces of 
broad and narrow cloth, part of it of merino wool, and of as 
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good a fabric as any that was ever made in England. We 

were told that .they· could sell the best broad cloth, as fast 
as made, at 10 dollars per yard. 

From' the warehouses we went to the Labyrinth, which 
is a most degant :flower-garden, with various hedge-rows, 
disposed 1n such a manner as to puzzle people to get into 

- the little temple, emblematical of Harmony, in the middle. 

Mr. Rapp abruptly left us as we entered; and we soon 
observed him over the hedge-rows, taking his seat before 

the house. I found my way with difficulty ; but the 
doctor, whom I left on purpose, could not find it, and 
Mr. Rapp had to point it out to him. The garden and 
temple are emblematical. The Labyrinth represents the 
difficulty of arriving at Harmony. The temple is rough 
in the exterior, showing that, at a · distance, it has no allure

ments ; but it is smooth and beautiful within, to show the 
beauty of harmony when once attained. 

From the Labyrinth we went to the Botanic Garden,which 
is ·well stored with valuable plants anti- herbs ; and the two 

doctors p0red over them more than an hour. vVe after
wards went to the doctor's house, where he showed us an 
elegant collection of plants, all natives of Harmony, which 
he had carefully ammged agreeably to the Linnrean sys· 
tem. 

In the evening the society assembled to divine service, 

and ,ve attended, accompanied by · 011r · innkeeper, who 
conducted us to a seat appropriated for strangers. The 
church was quite full, the number of persons being not 

less than 500. The women sat all in one end-; the men 
in the other. They were singing a hymn, in which they 
all joined with one accord,. and so simply, yet so sweetly, 



PENN's YL V AN!Ae 

·did they sing, that it brought to my recollection the pas
sage in Burns' Cotter's 1Saturday Night: 

They channt their artless notes in simple guise, 
T!tey tune· t!zdr hearts, by far the noblest aim. 

After singing, they all knelt down to prayer. We fol~ 
lowed their example; and never did I pray more· devoutly e 

I did not understand one word of the prayer ; but I saw 
that this interesting society ·were under the influence of the 
spirit of God, and that " they ·worshipped him With reve
rence, and with godly fear.'·' Tears of joy came into my 
eyes as I exclaimed mentally, " This;· indeed, is true 
christianity ;-this, unlike the solemn mockeries of 'inte .. 

rested priests, who have turned religion into a trade, and 
the< temple of the Lord into a den of thieves-this is 
worshipping · God in spirit ·and in truth. It contributes 
to true felicity here, and prepaxes the soul for consummate, 
bliss hereafter." After prayer, Mr. Rapp delivered a ser~ 
mon ,vith great aHimation, to v1,foch all the congregation. 
paid the most devout attention ; after which, with a short 
pl'ayer' and benediction, he dismissed the assenibly. 

Our guide ,told us to remain a little, as they had, on 
our account, requested the band of music to attend. They 
assembled before the pulpit with their various instruments, 
· namely, three violins and a bas~, a clarinet, a flute, and 
two French horns. On these they entertained us with a 
a great variety of airs, the most of _them of the solemn ·. 
kind, and some of them accompanied by vocal· music~ 

After our· return to the inn, ,ve heard the night-'Natch 
·calling, " Again a day is past, a.rid a step made nearer to 
our end; ottr time runs away, and t!ze joys of Heaven are 
·o,er rf!Ward." They repeat the latter ~<:11.ffJ•.~P at l l, 121 · 

vdr. ·n. :;;:: 
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l, and 2 o'clock, and at .3 they call, " Again a night is 

past, and the morning is come ; our time runs away, and 

the joys of Heaven are our reward." 
The town is watched by two men, and the society take· 

it by turns. It falls, at present, on each 14 nights in the 

year, the watching of the sheep falls on each one night., 

August 22d. This day, accompanied by the society's 

doctor, we went to see the mills and machinery. In our 

way we passed through one of the vineyards, which is si'" 
tuated on, the face of a steep hill, on the north side of the 

creek, and is co11verted into a number of terraces, sup~ 
ported by walls . of stone, in the manner that they cultivate 
tl)e hills io. China. We ascended· by a regular flight of 

13 7 st~ps ; and from the top we had a fine view of the 
whole settlement, and of the country round. .We were 

told it was the intention of the society to build a little 

temple here, to . be called Harmony Hall, where they· 
would occasionally practise music. From thence we 

went to the eastward about a mile, through a· wood, 

and came to a cultivated valley, tlu·ough which runs 

runs Little Conaquenesing creek. Here the society have 

built a substantial stone house, in which are a grist-millj 

a hemp-mill, an oil-mill, a. fulling-mill, and a carding
machine. In the oil-mill they crush pumpkin-seed, which 
yields good oil, and· food for the cattle. We crossed over 

the valley~ which abounded with grain, clover, and hemp, 
about a mile, ·to Large Cofiaquenesing creek, where the 
masons and labourers were at work building a very elegant 

mill of hewn stone, which, when finished, will be a most 
important addition to the society's improvements. · It is 

impossible to convey any adequate idea of the diligent 

industry and perseverance of this extraordinary' people" 

Wherever we went, we found them all activity and.con· 
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tentment. Here, at a situation where they could not· carry 
the clay for bedding the dam in wheel-harrows, they ,vere 
carrying it in baskets upon their backs. But they have 
every inducement to perseverance: they are all on an 
equal footing; every member is equally interested in the 
good of the ·society. 

In this neighbourhood the society have a village, where 
the doctor having to visit a patient, who was the superin
tendant, we accompanied him. On entering the · house, 
we found the family at dinner, and we were invited to 
partake of it. We did not much like the appearance of 
the dish, which was called noodles, but, on tasting it, we 
found it to be very palatable, and on it, and some eggs; 
with bread and milk, we made a very excellent dinner. 
Noodles is made in this way: a quantity of flour is kneaded 
into a paste, and is cut into small slices. These are mixed 
with small pieces of beef or mutton, and they are boiled 
.together, with or without seasoning, as the taste of the 
cook may determine. 

We returned to the town, about a mile and a halr' dis
tant, and in our way passed the brick-works and bud.al.;. . . 

ground; which last is prettily situat~d on a sloping ground, 
railed in; but no grave-stones are erected, the plan of the 
society being to ornament it with flowers. 

In the course of our journey, the doctor told us a re- . 
markable anecdote. One of the boys at school was ob
served, · one day, to weep, and, on being asked what was 
the matter, he said he was afraid he had been very wicked. 
A number of the others caught the infection, and began 
also to cry. It ultimately pervaded the whole school, and 
nothing would satisfy the children until they called on 1\1.r o 

Rapp, the pastor, and made a confession of their trans~ 
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gressions. F rorn the young, the spirit of contrition felr. 

· upon the more mature in years, who, · one by one, waited 

upo-a Mr. Rapp, to niake their confession. Of the num
ber was the doctor, v1ho told us he found himself impelled, 

by. an impulse which was irresistible, to -..vait on Mr. R<\pp 

also. To him he laid open his vvhole heart; on which 

the okl man pressed him to hjs bosom ; told him, that 

now he knew his vvhole soul, and those of the other mem. 

hers of the society, he had perfect confidence in them; 

and ,vas assured that they would persevere in the good 

work they had begun, which vvould be a life of heavenly 

joy and rejoicing in this wor1d, and it would terminate in 

a state of everlasting felicity in the next-. 

On our return to the village, WC went to see the 'bee,.. 

'hin::s. They were situated in a shed built on purpos~; 

with_'a southern exposure, and a flowering shrubbery was 

in fro:1t of them. There ·w-ere about 40 hives, •. and they 

appeared all in a thriving condition, and equally industri., 

ous 'With their employers;. vi:ho, in return, bestowed great 

attention upon them, and took the produce of their surplus 

labour without destroying their lives .. 

\'Ve were informed that the society got a considerabl~' 

quantity of their materials for manufactures from their 

mvn 
I 

produce, and from the country round. · vVrought 

fron they get from. Pittsburg, and cast iron from Beaver. 

They keep an assortment of dry-goods and groceries, 

which they get. principally from. Philadelphia; and, as they 

dispose of them at a moderate profit, they have· an exten

sive sale in the country. They dress cloth to the country 

people from 50 to 60 miles distant. 

The tovvn of Harmony is situated on the south side of 

Conaquenesing ctcek, and ~the property of the society 
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extends. round it ; to the west about half a mile ; to the 
east two· miles and a half; to the north about three miles.; 

and to the south three miles. They haye. about 9000 acres 

of land, of which 2500 acres are in a state of cultivation ; 

and, besides the town, they have three farming villages and 

some farmers in detached parts of the settlement. The 
land is pretty fertile producing abundantly grain, grass, 
fruit,· vegetables, hemp, and flax. 

The town is regularly laid out. There is a square of 7 5 

by 100 feet, fo the middle ; and three streets nm east and 

west, and three north and south, crossing .one another at 
right angles. The main street is 50 feet ·wide, and the 
others 32 feet. The tmvn is subdivided into lots of a 

quarter of an acre each, ~nd every family has. its own house 

and lot, with a couple of milk cows, and as many hogs 
and poultry as they choose to keep. The rest of their pro
visions, and their clothing, is furnished by the society; in 
return their labour falls into the common stock. Hence 
every family is, in effect, indej1endent ,vithin itself, as far as 

domestic arrangements are concerned ; and they are all 
united, at the same time, in a body, the joint effect. of 
whose labour is irresistible. The town at present consists 

mostly of log-houses, but, as soon as the public buildings 
are finished, a brick-house is to be built for each member. 

The society now consists of about 800 persons; and the 
operative members are nearly as (allow: 100 farmers, three 

shepherds, 10 masons, three. stone-cutters, three brick-maw 

kers, 10 carpenters, two sawyers, 10 smiths, two waggon5 

makers, three turne1:s, two nailors, seven coopers, three rope~ 
makers, 1 O shoemakers, two saddlers, three . tanners, seven 

taylors, one soap-boiler, one brewer, four distillers, one gar

dener, two grist-milkrs, two oil-millers, one butcher, six 
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Jomers, six dyers, dressers, shearers, &c. one , fuller, two 
hatters, two potters, two warpers, 17 weavers, two carders, 
eight spinners~ one rover, one minister of religion, one 
schoolmaster, one doctor, one store-ke~per with two assist. 
ants, and one tavern-keeper with one assistant. 

The basis of the society is religion, and all their tempo
ral concerns are managed in subserviency to it. The greater 
part. of the people were bred in the Lutheran persuasion, and 
their views of religion are nearly in conformity to it; but 
the principles which bind them together as a society may 
be shortly expressed: LOVE TO GOD; GOODWILL TO

WARDS MEN; PURITY OF :tIFE; AND A COMMUNITY 

o F c o o D s. The pastor is considered as having the call of 
God. His prayers and sermons are delivered extempore; 
and if, he be indisposed, or absent, the society me~t and 
confer .on religious subjects. He is assisted in the ma
nagement of the religious concerns by elders and deacons 
appointed by the society. 

The youth of the society are kept at school until they are 
14, years old. The school hours are in· the forenoon ; and 
the afternoon is devoted to such labour as they can easily 
perform ; it being a. branch of the economy of the society 
to teach the youth to labour as well as to read and write. 
They are taught both the Ger1nan and English languages, 
with writing and arithmetic, and· such as may be destined 
for the study of medicine will receive a college education, 
At 14 the ~nale youths make choice of a profession, and 
learn it where it is carried on in the society. The females, 
at the same age, are occupied in the usual branches of fe
male labour. 

On Sunday the society meet in· their religious capacity, 
at 9 'O~clock, in the school-room, to examine the children, 
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who exhibit different specimens of their performances. This 
ends about 11. They meet in the church at 12, when 
they go through the same exercises as those befor.e noti
ced, which last about an hour and a half. They have ano
ther meeting at 6 o'clock in the evening._; and beside2 the 

meetings on Sunday, they have a sermon two nights in the 
week. There is no instance of the church being neglected 
by those who are well and able to walk. It is their de
light to attend it, and the religious and moral deportment 
of the whole society is highly praiseworthy. There is no 
vicious habit among them. There is not an instance of 
swearing, or lying, or debauchery of any kind; and as to 
cheating, so commonly practised in civi!zzed society, they 
have no temptation to it whatever~ As individuals, they 
have no use for money, and they have no fear of want. 

The temporal concerns are conducted in a very ord~rly 
1 

manner, having superintendants in each branch who manage 
them, under the general direction of· the society. There 
are five master farmers, one master mason, one master shoe .. 
maker (who cuts out all tho leather), one master taylor,1and 
so on of the other branches. Frederick Rapp superintends 
the manufacturing establishment ; and has the general di
rection, under the society, , of all the money matters, · and 
mercantile concerns. 

When the society was first establishe<l here, the whole 
of their property, after defraying their expences, amounted 
to only about 20,000 dollars, and this was soon exhausted 
in the payment of the land, and in supporti1~g themselves 
until they could bring their industry into operation. Thus 
without money, and without credit, they suffered great pri~ 
vations, in consequence of which a number of their, mem

bers shrunk from the difficulty, and retired into the state 
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of Ohio, to/ provide for themselves in a separate capacity. 
As they required what they had put into the common stock, 
the society were thrown ~nto some difficulty to raise it; but 
they got it accomplished, and they have now drawn up 
written articles,' to be signed by those who join them, cal, 
culated to prevent any inconvenience of that kind in foture. 
By those articles, such as may choose to retire are entitled 
to demand all that. they put into the concern by certain in. 
stallments, but no interest. Any person may join the so
ciety, and the mode of doing so is equally simple with all 
their other regulations. The candidate intimates his inten
tion, and is received upon trial, for one month, during which 

, . he lives at the tavern. If he is then satisfied, and chooses , 
to conform, to their pri11ciples of morality, (they I1ave no 
religious test,) he is forthwith received as a member, and 
is entitled to all the privileges of the society. If he is ri~hD 
he deposits : all his property in the common stock : if he is 
poor, '~ he has no lack," all his 'Wants are supplied out of 
that stock. 

The stock of the society we estimated as follows : 
9.000 acres of land, ,vith i.i-nprovements $ 90,000 

Stock of provisions for one year, for 800 persons 25,000 
Mills, machinery, and public buildings 21,000 
Dwelling houses 18,000. 
Horses, cattle, hogs, and poultry 10,000 

1000 sheep,,one-third of them merinoes, of-rvhich 
one ram cost 1000 dollars 6,000 

Stock of goods, spirits, manufactures, leather, 
implements of husbandry-, &c. &c. 50,000 

--
S 220,000 

---
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It may be remarked, that the society purchased their la~d 
for about 20,000 dollars, so that 70,000 dollars of the rise 
is upon it; but they have cleared 2500 acres, which adds 
to the value of the rest, and the rise of land in this way is 
always a favourable circumstance to new settlers, who, on 
the other hand, have many privations to undergo. 

It has been doubted whether the society will continue 
united, on which alone depend~ their prosperity. From 
the. principles on which the connection is formed, and the 
objects they have in view, I am.of opinion they will not 
only c9ntinue united, but that they will, in all probability, 
be a model for other societies. If their union continue, 
their prospects are bright indeed, both · for time and eter:- · 
nity. Here they have the mutual aid of each other, and 
are free from a thousand temptatioµs to which mankind in 
general are subjected. Having no fear of want, they have 
literally no care for the morrow; they have no use for 
money, " the love of which is the root of all evil ; " they 
can attend to the worship of the GREAT sPIRI~ with ·sin
gle hearts, and undivided minds, and· all the duties of life 
are easy, because they go hand in hand with self~interest ; 
in health they have the fellowship of people of the like 
mind with themselves; in sickness they have the advice and 
assistance of friends, on whom they can rely with perfect 
confid,ence; of a medical man who can have no wish but to 
render them a service ; and of a minister of re~igion to pour 
the balm of spiritual con,solation into their wounded spirits· 
"without money, and.without price;" at death they can re
sign their offspring to the charge of the society, in the full 
confidence of their well-being; which single circumstance dis
arms the grim messenger of more than half his terrors. And 
the purity of their life having fitted them for the enjoyment 

VOL, II. I, 
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bf God, they can resign their spirits into the hands of the 
merciful Father of spirits; and their bodies bei11g consign

td to the dust, among the abddes of their brethren, their 
graves are so many memorials of their virtues. 

On taking my leave, 1 breathed forth my best wishes for 
the prosperity of this interesting society, irt the words of 
my favourite bard-

May freedom, harinony, and love, 
Unite j·ou in the grand design, 

Beneath th' Omniscient eye above, 

The glorious Architect divine ! 
That you may keep th' unerring line-, 

~till rising by the plummet's law, 
Till order bright completely shine; 

Shall be my prayer when far awa'. 

We rode round by Zelionople, half a mile from Hanno
ny, where the sbciety first attempted to fix their tmvn; 
but, some difference happening between the:rn and the 
prnprietor of the grounds, they moved to the eastward~ 
where they are now situated ; and Zeliondple looks like 
" a deserted Village," having a few miserable wooden 
houses ·only. ,1 

On our teturn, my travelling companion, who was re. 
~narkably ·agreeable, pointed ·out a great number of valu. 
able plants and herbs, and gave me a little insight into 
the important 'science of botany ; but · 1 found the field 
so 'extensive, that I was obliged to decline following up 

the study till a more ·cot1venieht season. I embraced the 
opportunity howeve'r of remarking to my friend, that it 
would be mi object of gieat scientific importance to the 
United States, 'if sotne fit petson \Voulcl :rn.ak:e a bo
tanica1 and .:mineralogical tonr ; and I was coiwinced he 
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would be very well rewarded for his trouble by the public .. 

My friend acquiesced in my opinion, and stated that nothing 

·would give him more pleasure than to execute such a tour" 

of which he had some intention at a future period. We 

reached Pittsburg at 9 o'clock at night, when, delivering 

up our " sorry hacks," we pursued our way to our old 

fodging:s 
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CHAPTER X. 

Ohio River,-Beaver,-Georgetown,-Steubenville, 

I NOW prepared to descend the Ohio. There are vari~ 
ous ways of travelling on that river, and the traveller must 
adapt himself to· one or, other· of thes~; according to the 
state of the water. In spring and fall the river is high, and 
can be navigated with ease by any vessel. The spring 
freshets commence about the middle of February, at the 
breaking up of the ice, and continue for three, sometimes 
four months. Those in the fall commence in October, 
and continue till the middle or latter end of December. 
Bnt the state of the river varies according to the wetness or 
dryness of the seasons, and the earliness or lateness of the 
setting in of the winter*. 

The principal vessels used for descending the Ohio, are 
canoes, s~iffs, Kentucky and New Orleans boats, keel~ 
boats, and barges. Ships have been constructed on the 
Ohio, · of considerable burden ; but that trade is at present 
nearly suspended, and the steam-boats have not yet gone 
into operation. 

Canoes are the most simple of all vessels, and consist 
of a log of wood shaped into a long boat, and excavated 
in the middle, so as to accommodate passengers and their 
travelling equipage. They sell for from one to three dollars. 

'!" Pittsburg Navigator~ 
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Skij/s are well known. They are built of all sizes, are 
used with or without sails, and can be had for from 5 to 

30 dollars. 
Kentucky and New Orleans boats are flats,· with sides 

boarded like a house, about six or seven feet high, over 
which there is an arched roof.. They are of various sizes, 
but generally large enough to contain 400 barrels of flour; 
and sell for from one dollar to a dollar and a half per foot, 
in length. 

Keel-boats, so called from being built upon a small 
keel, are constructed to draw but little water, so that they 
are remarkably well adapted to the navigation of these ri
vers, and as they are strongly manned, and ply both up
ward and downward, they are getting into general use, and 
are perhaps the best passage boats on the Ohio. The price 
of them is about two and a half or three dollars per foot. 

Barges are well known. They also sail up and down 
the river; but this species of vessel is principally used be
low Cincinnati and the falls. 

The water was very low when I was at Pittsburg, and 
was still subsiding ; and I learned that it was with diffi
culty that any vessel could descend, except a skiff. A 
Mr. Ward, from Massachusetts, had made the.attempt in 
a keel-boat, but it was set fast, and he was obliged to re
turn to Pittsburg. I found that he had made an arrange
ment with the Frenchman, my former fellow-traveller, to 
go with him in a skiff; and I made interest to be of their 
party, and was admitted. 

The Frenchman was an original genius. He had travelled 
far and wide, by sea and land ; he could talk three or four 
different languages ; he had been at as many different pro
fessions ; he was, in short, a Jack of alt tradrs, and his name 
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was Jean Baptist Symons. As semnanship was one of his 

professions, vi'e confided the care of the bo~t to him and 
Mr. \tVard, and I procured the necessary provisions,. The 
skiff ·was a small vessel, belonging to Mr. Symon~, having 

a mast and sail, two oars, a setting pole, and an awning 
over the stern. Our stock of provisions was a l;u:ge ba
con ham, two loaves of bread, and some chee~e, ~rhich we 
put in a box ; a quantity of crackers, · some wl\isl<,y, and a 
small cask of porter. These articles, together with our 
trunks, we ,put on board the skiff, ~nd S:tep1liqg on ,board 
ourselves, in the Mo11Qng~he_la · riv_er, at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon, we got und~r weig}:i. I-laving no wind, we had 
to man our.oars; f)Jld, the river being low, we had but lit

tle assistance from :thf.'! current. 

The banks of the ·river are , steep, and d$e to a consi
·derable . elevation, when there is generally a body of level , 

ground on :each side, called bottoms, from whence the river 

hills rise to the height of from· 200 · to 500 feet. The bot

toms are very various in extent, some of them _being _a 
·mile broad, and others only a few yards. ,Being a deposit 

of rich earth from the river, they are very fertile. 

On entering the Ohio, we had a fine view ofthe two ri-
vers of which it is composed, and of the . remarkable con

·trast between their waters; those of the Monongahela be
ing muddy, and those of the Allegany quite pure and trans

parent. The distinction can be . noticed a considerable 

,vay down the Ohio. The Ohio is here about 600 yards 
broad, and its course is north-west. The afternoon was· 
dear, warm, and pleasant ; and we had an agreeable sail, 
during which we passed several islands, to a small tavem 

on-.the right hand, 12 miles from Pittsburg, where we stop· 

ped for, the night. The lands thus far are, to.us~ a com-
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mon expression here, all taken up, and the price is about 
10 or 12 dollars per acre. The scenery is rich, and the 
banks of the river abound ·with coal and freestone. The 
principal timber is walnut, cherry, hickory, and sycamore. 

August 24th. This morning we started at 6 o'clock. 
The fog was so thick on the river, that we could foU'dly 
see 10 yards round us. The thermometer stood at 54° in 
the air, and 7 4 ° in the water. "\IV e engaged a young 1mui

to take us over a bar, here called a ripple, a little way be. 
low, and taking the oars, he carried us along very swiftly. 
As our appetites were a little whetted · by the water air, we 
looked to our provisions, and, behold, our large ham was 
gone! \iV e accused the dogs, but the young man bore 
testimony to their honesty, and told us it must have been 
stolen by the wolves. It was the wolves sure enough. We 
discovered the tracks of their feet upon the skiff, and some 
of their strong hair was found upon the box, which we 
thence called the wolf-box, and our Frenchman· consoled 
himself for the loss of our ham, by cursing and damning 
the wolves. 

The day cleared up about 8 o'clock, when we stopped 
for breakfast at the plantation of a M1~ M'Donald, who 
told us his father was a Scotsman. He had a good plan
tation, on a fine bottom, but it had been lately overflowed 
by the river, which swept away the fences, and other
wise greatly injured the property. 

After breakfast we were overtaken by an Indian canoe, 
and we entered into conversation with the natives, who 
we found could talk the English language quite fluently. 
We learned that they were from the neighbourhood of 
Utica, in the state of New York, where the Indians are 
considerably improved in agriculture, and they ,vcTe un-
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der the direction of a society of quakers, on a mission to 

White Water river, in the Indiana territory, to teach that 
science to an Indian tribe settled there. We sailed to
gether to Beaver, 30 miles, b.el<:>w Pittsburg, ,vhere we 
stopped a short time, and engaged one of them to pull our 

boat. 
BEA v ER is situated on the north side of the Ohio river, 

·a little below Beaver creek, and is on a high stony plain, 
but it does not appear to be thriving. It has about 30 

houses,, a jail, post-office, and three or four taverns and 
stores. Beaver creek is . 60 yards wide at its mouth, and 
is navigable by small vessels about 50 miles into the inte
rior of the country. , An iron furnace, and a number of 
grist and saw-mills have been erected on this ereek. 

On setting out, our Indian, who had been ~ccustomed 
to the paddle only, .made a sad plashing and floundering 
in the water with the oars ; but it was not long- before he 
got into the knack of it, and pulled away pretty well. We 
had but a poor bargain of him, however, and soon disco
vered that he \Vas, to use a Scots phrase, " a drouthy 
neighbour," and he did like the phisky, as he termed it, 
most clearly. vVe proceeded to Georgetown, 12 miles 

from Beaver, where we stopped for the night. 
GE o R c ET ow N is situated on eminence, on the left bank 

of the river, and consists of only a few dwelling-houses, 

two stores, and a post-office. There is an air-spring in the 
river near this place. 

August 25th. vVe started from Georgetown at 6 o'clock; 
the morning was foggy; the thermometer stood at 56°. 
A little below Georgetown, \ve passed the Pennsylvapja 

_state-line, and we now sailed between the states of Ohio 

and Virginia. Fourteen miles below Georgetown, we pass~ 
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ed Yellow creek, in the state of Ohio, on which we Were 
told there was a thriving settlement of emigrants froril 
Scotland ; and a little beyond the creek, amidst elegant 
scenery, on the river's bank, we drew up our boat under 
a delightful shady grove, and had dinner. We had at 
Georgetown purchased a couple of broiled chickens, for 
twelve and a half cents, on part of which we breakfasted 
without stopping the boat, and the. remainder now con
stituted our dinner.-Cheap travelling. The scenery con
tinued elegant all the way to Steubenville, 30 miles from 
Georgetown, which we. reached near dark. 

Sr Eu BEN v ILLE is situated on an elevated second bank 
of the river. .It was laid out in 1798, and consists now of 
nearly 200 dwelling-houses, and 880 inhabitants. The 
buildings are handsome and commodious, a great many 
of them being of brick. The public buildings are a court
house, jail, cliurch, a bank, a land-office, post-office, and 
printing-office. There are seven taverns, and 12 · stores, 
and the town is.encreasing, but not rapidly. 

As it was Sunday evening when we landed, and we 
started before the land-office was op.en, I had not an op
portunity of making a particular enquiry regarding ·sTiu

BENVILLE DISTRICT. The few facts which came to my 
,knowledge, I shall here communicate. It extends from 
the Connecticut reservation on the north, to the Marietta 
district on the south, a distance of 72 miles; and its ex
treme breadth at the north end is 60 miles, at the south 
end 42. Its area is about 2900 square miles ; Md it em
braces nearly four counties, containing . about 42,000 
h1habitants, all settled here within 20 years. 

The Ohio river washes the eastern part of the dis~rict 
upwards of 60 miles, and in all this distance, except in 
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tire bottott1s1 the eot111tty 011 the margin bf the river is 
rather rough; but futther back · there is· tnuch good landi 
a11d the· settlemerlts on it are rtumerolis and very itrtportaht. 
It is remarkably well wat~red; there being upwards of 20 
streams that ruh ittto the Ohio, besides those that run it1to 
thtl .Muskihgum a11d Lak~ Erie; and the head waters of' 
dll these beii1g situated in the districtj shows that it. n:ntst 
be an elevated country. These rivers are mostly fed by 
sprihgs~ and they drive a great quantity of machinery. 
The timber is, oak, hickory, walnut, m~ple, cherry, lbcust, 
&c. The climate· is temperate and healthy; and, judging 
from the countenances of the fair at Steubenville, I,sh~uld 
suppose entirely conge11ial to hunian life. There· are 
nqmerous towns erected irt this district, and the buildings 

I 

keep . pace with the prospetity of the people, which is en-
creasing most rapidly. Agriculturists and inethanfos are, 
of course, the principal inhabitahts ; they ar~ all operative 
people~ arid have made " the wildemess to blosson1 as the 
rose." The roads·, bridges, and other improvements, all 
bear testimony to the industry of the inhabitants, who are 
mostly from the New England states, tha'.ri whom a 1nore 
industrious people were never, arid I question whether any 
other were ever so well a:dapted to the settlement of a new 
country. _ 

The United States' lands are sold at two dollars per acre·, 
and a great portion of them still remai11s undisposed of in 
this district ; but· not of the best quality. What is in 
private hands may be reckoned worth from 10 to 12 dollars 
on the bottoms of the Ohio, and fr0m three to five dollars 
in the interior of the 'country. Farmers and mechanics 
are best adapted to the country, and every sort of ma.nu~ 

./factu.res that constitute the necessaries of life are in demand, 
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for which the materials are all on the spot in abundance~ 
except cotton; and it is brought up the river to Steuben
ville, at about four cents per pound. U pan the whole, this 
is a flourishing district, and will, in all probability, double 

its population in l O years. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Wheeling,-· Long Reach,-Marietta. 
\ 

AUGUST 26th, we left Steubenville 
1
about 8 o'clock; 

the morning was foggy; the temperature of the atmosphere 
60°. Vle proceeded down the river three miles, when, 
Mr. "\iV ard having some inquiries to make, we stopped at 

a very handsome plantation, situated on the Ohio· side, on 

an extensive bottom, which raised corn, oats, barley, hemp, 
·· wheat, and· rye, in great abundance; and there was a peach 
orchard literally loaded with fruit. " There was enough 
and· to spare" here, of both cling~stones and free-stones; 
and having ate heartily, we took a supply in our boat. On 
moving off from the· bank, an Irishman, of the name · of 
Hanlen, requested we would carry him about two miles., 
and land him on the other side of the river, which we 
agreed to, and he gave us a good deal of information re. 
garding that part of the country. He told us that he was 
a· boat-builder, and had removed from Philadelphia to this 
country; where ·he had resided five years. He liked this 
country much better than Philadelphia, principally on ac
count of its temperate climate, and the ease with which he 
could procure a livelihood. The summers here are much 
cooler, and the winters much warmer) than to the east-

. ward. He could make 1 dollar 50 cents per day, and 
the expence of boarding was only 1 dollar 50 cents per 
wceko 
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Six miles from Steubenville we passed Charleston, a neat 
little place, situated on the Virginia side, on a high bank. 
We did not land here, but we were told it was an excellent 
flour market, which commodity sells at present at four 
dollars per barrel. ·We dined by the way on broiled 
chickens, which we purchased at Steubenville for six and a 
quarter cmts each; and after a very agreeable sail we reached 
Wheeling, 23 miles from Steubenville, at five o'clock in 
the evening. 
: On landing here, we· fom:1d the Indian canoe had got 
before us, and our rower went to join his companions. 
The master of the boat came and informed us, that his 
man was not to pull any more for us, because we had not 
used him well. We were surprised, and enquired what 
was the matter. It was simply this-we had not given 
him whisky enough. We had noticed that he frequently 
stopped, and called out " I tire, I tire," which we thought 
impossible, as he was a very stout fellow, and required an 
explanation. " 0, me no tire," says he, "what you call tire; 
when I say I tire, then that is, I want.phisky." A spiritual 
explanation, faith ! We encreased his libation, but not to 
an extent, it appeared, to meet his magnificent ideas, and 
his red wf'.>rship was quite dissatisfied that we poured it 
out for him in a glass; he must have the whole bottle, 
forsooth, to his head ! This however we would not indulge 
him in. The truth is, we had laid it down as a rule to be 
very circumspect in giving him whisky, and, though we 
had given him a great quantity in all, we gave him but a 
moderate dose at a time, and it was always diluted ·with 
WI1ter. The Indian did not half like this, and made the 
complaint to his captain already noticed. As we found 
him to be us~ful, we 'were umvilling to part with him for 
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a trifle,, so, after paying . his wages, we promjsed to give 
l1im the bottle to his 4~ad next day, every ti~e- he crje~ 
"J tire," and he agreed to continue with us. ijq.t tl)e 
wages never found the way to the bott9m of h~s lnclicmshiJh 
pocket; it was in~tantly laid oµt jn whi.s"4.y, and in a short 
time he appeared on the peach as royally drun.}{ a,s ever ,i. 

;royal duke among them all, enquir,ing whether-th~r~ was 
a tavern on the other side of the river, which being answer
ed _in the affirmative, he jumped into the water, gQ.cj h~ 
actually reached the middle of it be(o;r~ . he wa,& brought 

back. 
,v HE ~ L 1 N c is situated on a high bank, on the Virginia 

side, and has nothing prepossessing in its appearance. 
Some ponds in the neighbourhood of the town had pollut
ed the air, 'and a great many of the inhabitan.tl) had bee.n 
seized with a bilious fever, and fever and ague; being the 
first sickness I had heard of since I passed the bWl~S of 
the Susquehannah. 

The improvements do not seem to keep pace on the 
Virginia side, with those in the state Qf Ohio, and_ it is 
very questionable whether this will ever be a place of much 
consequence, although the situation appears favo:urahle, the 
great road to the .western country passing through it. But 
the existence of slavery is a damper upon the- operations of 
the white people, '' who ,vill not work if they have slaves 
to work. for them,'-' _and, idleness being the parent .of vice, 
society degenerates ; good men seek out a situation more 
congenial to the practice 0f virtue, and '' evil man and 
seducers wax worse and :worse." 

.As we stood upon the beach at this place, a· large skiff 
dr~w towards the shore, in which the ,proprietor had four 

· negro children, the oldest ·about 14, the youngest about 
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4 ~ars ·of age. He told us that he had left his home,~ in 
Maryland, with the children, and their father and 111other, in 
order to catty them down the river, to a market. Finding 
that he could dispose of the' man by the way tb advantage, 
he had sold him. The night after, the woman ( whom he 
reproached as an unnatural wretch for leaving her chil
dren) had run away, and he ,vas obliged to go on with 
the children without her! The three youngest had not re
flection enough to feel their loss; they jumped out of the 
boat, and played about upon the sand : they were pretty 
children ! But the ·eldest sat i11, the boat, the emblem of 
heart-rending grief and despair !-I do not know that in 
the whole course of my lite I ever had my feelings so se
verely tried. I hid· my face with my hands, that those 
accustomed to such scenes might not perceive my weak~ 
ness~ and ·With a heavy heart walked towards the inn, 
praying that the Merciful Disposer of all things would) in 
the course of his providence, provide for these poor inno
cents,· who are doomed to slavery, a more gentle master 
than the hard-hearted man who at present possess~d an 
absolute dominion over them. 

Tuesday, the 27th of August. We started at 8 o'clock. 
The morning had been foggy, but was now clear. The 
thennometer stood at 60°. The scenery on the river con~ 
tinues nearly the same as above ; the banks are high, with 
pretty large bottoms, particularly on t11e Virginia side. 
We tried to accommodate matters with our friend the In

dian; but without effect. "re found he was " tire" every 
quarter of an hour, and, as often as. he put the bottle to 
his head,. he beckoned to his companions to come along'. 
side, and the " phisky" went round the whole gang be
fore we coulq. .get it back again. They swallowed half ~ 
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gallon of it in the course of a few · hours, which did not 
comport with -our economical mode of travelling, at all, at 
all; and we were soon deprived of our Indian's service 
too ; for he was drunk by 12 o'clock, and lay like · a great' 
lump of mortal pollution in the boat ; · so we were glad to 
toss him into the Indian canoe " like a bag of oats ; " and; 
taking what the sailors call " spell and spell about" of the 
oars ourselves; we moved on with considerable celerity. 
A ,little after dark, we reached Dickasson's tavern,. on the: 
Virginia side, where we stopped all night. 

Here we were informed that the country is but little, 
cultivated back from the river, and those who live in it. 
wish to be on the river side, to have .the benefit of a mar .. 
ket. Land on the river is worth from 8 °to . 10 dollars,· 
partly improved ; but some sells as high as 15 or 20 dol
lars. Horses are worth from 20 to 70 dollars; cows from; 
10 to 14 dollars. Fish are' plenty in the river, but they· 
do not catch many, having hogs and poultry in great 
plenty. There are no musquetoes, nor other troublesome 
insects, in this p·art of the country. There are a variety· 
of medicinal herbs here, particularly snake-root and gin-· 
seng. The Ohio freezes here in winter; but there is very 
little snow~ 

. August 28th, at 6 o'clock, we left Mr. Dickasson's. 
The morning W?S foggy ; the thermometer stood at 64° .. 
The fog soon cleared away, apd we· observed that tk 
country had now become more level, and the river was 
about 100 yards broader than at Pittsburg. Having ar
rived at Long Reach, we had a variety of charming views, 
and about the middle of it we stopped to dinner, on the 
Virginia side, at the house of a Mr. Wells, who has a 
thriving plantation, and an industrious family. Every 
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thing indicated good order in the ·fields, and, in the how.se1 

the women were very husy fabricating cotton cloth, with 

which the whole family were substantially clad. By a 

copy of the census, which hung up in the room, it ap;.; 
peared that there were not many slaves in that part of Vir

gmia. The white population in the county amounted to 
7711; the free blacks 52; slaves 422. 

Long Reach is 16{ miles in length. The river is nearly 

straight the whole of the distance, and it embodies some 

fine islands. Nothing can exceed the variety and beauty 

of the views on the river here. The water is as clear and 

smooth as glass, and the fields, on each side, are richly 

clad with fine timber, which,. at a distance,- appears to 

overshadow the river, and produces a fine effect. On. 
looking up or down the stream; the eye roams aloing the 

pure.expanse of water, which appears gradually to contract 

in .breadth, and finally to- be lost in a point in the woods., 

As we proceeded along this d~lightful t'each, th~ after"' 

noon became very sultry, and, seeing a fine ·peach-orchard 

on the Ohio side; we pulled towards it, to get into the 

shade of the trees. The people were mas/zing peaches9 _ 

preparing to make peach-brandy, and one of them, leamm 

ing that a JVew England man was in company, saluted us· 

with great cordiality, and led us through the peach-orchard .. 

And such an orchard I never saw before ; tlie trees were 

figuratively groaning under their burden, and hundreds oF 
bushels were lying on the ground. It was- no sin to eat. 

peaches here ; and they were really delicious. 

The proprietor told us he was from Connectieut, that 

had been a considerable time settled here, and could main..:

tain his family as well on the labour of one day in the 

week,. ·as he could in Connecticut in a:U the six-. Thm-10 
N 
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who ,:vere indtrstfious, he said, could. not fail to lay. up a 

comfortable stock for' old age, and for posterity. He n1-
formed us, t:hrit, for the few first years, the labour'· ,vas 
pretty rugged and · severe, as they · had . to cut down the 
woods; arid . prepar~ the la11ds~ during which time they 
·were c'O:nterited with very indiflerenf lodgings ; but food 
being very easily procured, they always livecJ well. He 
said, ,vheri lie came here first, the country ,vas literally a 
wilderness, and we now saw the progress it had made in 
IO' years;, The first s~ttlers were selling their improve-
1n'.ents, and. moving off; ,vhile men of capital were coming 
in, ancl' i11akin:g elegarit i1nprovements, arid, in 10 years 
more, th'e banks of tlie river here would be beautiful. 
The Ohio $ide, he said, was thriving remarkably; the 
VirginicL side not near so well ; and he assigned the ope
rati011 of slavery as the principal reason, which I believe 
to be ,correct. He mentioned that the crop of peaches 
never failed on the Ohio, · and the trees came fo maturity 
in 3 years. Fifteen bushels make · 6 gallons of brandy, 
and they- sell it at from 37!' to 50 cents per gallon. ·when 
they keep it till· old; they get a little more. The country 
is all he-althy here, and this 1nan's family looked fully as 
f'osy as the young folks in Con:necticut, and much more 
plump. We· moved down the river 7 miles, and stopped 
ail night oh the Ohio side, with a new settler from Mary
land. The lodgings were indifferent; but they were cheer-

. fully· given, and the landlord· vrnuld make no ·charge. 

August 29th. We started at fr o'clock. The morning 
was clear. The temperature was 68°. Seven miles from 
where we started, we stopped at the house of a Mr. Bat~ 
telles, from New England ; and here we observed some 
as· fine cheeses as I ever saw any where. They were pre~ 
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pared for th~ river market, an~ s~l} f9r a~'?ut },2 .tp 15 

cents per lb. We were p.qw ~n1t of ~ong Reach, .aiJ4 
drawing towards: an ~sl~nQ-, p~IJed -t~e T~ree Brothers, 
wh,ere I was prep~·jpg .. WY mind {qr, 4 ,y911skrful sqme~ 
.fir~t noticed by .a;n English squire pf tl1e name pf Ashe5' 
who travelled in these parts som~ fly~ 9t six y~c,tr~ f}.g.9; 
and met with marvellous adventures. Mr. Ashe thus.de-

, , - ~ .. • • • • ' .... J., ' • - ,• --·..I .... • ~ • , ~ ·1 ••• • • ...., ..... \_ ' - ' ·, • ,, - •• '~ • • '. ' •• ' ' -

scrjb~s a foll jn~ the river: ".I gr_rivtd :at <l. ·Cillf~n 9f island? 
called the Brpther_s; ran clown J~ right. h~nd channel~ :~P<;l, 
on reaching the foot of the last isla;d, perceived a fall in 
the river, and that the current wore through it in the form 
of a Z. The channel was very little broader than the boat, 
confined between rocks, the slightest touch would dash 
her to pieces. I ordered the man to keep a steady stroke, 
not on any account. to abandon the oars, or to be. alarmed 
at the noise of the flood. The boat instantly took the first 
,suction of the fall, increased in velocity to a great degree, 
passed through. all the mazes of the channel, till she came 
to the last descent, when, tumbling, tost, and regardless 
ofher helm, she spun round and round, and at length shot 
ahead down the stream. Astonishing country ! Here 
again the hills subsided, the face of nature smiled, the cur
rent diffused, and the river became a perfect calm. On 
looking back to contemplate the danger I had just escap
ed, I could but faintly see the foaming surge, or hear the 
horrid clamour. I never e.rJ1erienced a more eventful 
moment than in the passage ef that FALL!" The reader, 
who has any faith in Mr. Ashe's testimony, will easily 

ju4ge of my anxiety in approaching this fall; but what 
was my surprize, when I came to the foot of the last island, 
to find no fall at all! The river was nearly half a mile 

broad, without any other interruption than tha~ mentioned 
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in the Pittsburg Navigator: " Just below the third Bro .. 
ther is a small willow island, and a sand bar; channel near 
the right shoreY And yet this is magnified by Mr. Ashe 
into a most tremendous fall, to be passed only with im. 
mense difficulty and danger ! What powerful imagina. 
tions some people have ! 

Nine miles below this we passed the mouth of Little 
Mu~kingum -river, and four miles further we reached Ma~ 
rietta, at which I proposed to stop some days~. 
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CHAP1..,ER XIL 

Marietta,-Ohzo Company's purchase,-· Marietta Dist;ict .. 

MARIETTA is very_: :famdsomely situated at the con
fluence of the Muskingum and Ohio , rivers, of both of 
which it commands a fine ,view. _That part oLthe town 
which lies next.the Ohio is.elevated:above the bed of the 

river 45 feet, and yet such is· therise of the water in some 
sea&ons, that it l1as been twice flooded;· on which account 
the town has :fately increased most towards the north-west, 
on a second, bank; and a considerable number oLbuildings 
have•lately been .erected,on·the opposite side of ,the. Mus
kingum, which is some--feet higher than.the lower bank 
on the east· side. The whole is handsomely laid out, and 

there is a greater portion of public ground for walks than 
is to be found about most of the towns in this country. 

Marietta was laid out, by the Ohio Company, about 21 
years ago, and was· intended as the metropolis of the New 
England western settlements. For a number of years it 

flourished in a very emin.ent degree, increasing in com
merce, wealth, and splendour, and, though nearly 2000 
miles from the ocean, ship-yards were erected, and ship
bi1ilding carried on with spirit. But, of late, its com
merce and ship-building has ceased, and it is now a dull 
place, though inhabited by a gay, lively people, mostly 

}Jatives ... of Massa,chusetts.. Its population is 1463~, 



Marietta contains a number .of handsome buildingson 
i11e Massachusetts plan, which is elegant, light, and com. 

, fortable. The principal public building is a very h:u1d~ 
imme church. A bank was established in 1807, and a 
steam-mill was buildipg when I. ,y~s t~ere, which 'may be 
the foundation for a l~e,v system of policy' to be afterwards 
noticed, that may b~ highly advantageous to th~ t~wu. 
There arc several taverns and stores. 

From the· circumstance .of the;, to:wn· bemg $ettled by 
people from the commercial state af ~assachusetts, the spirit 
of foreign commerce seems to., have long. prevailed atnong 
them. They ·were ,successful in it for some time-," and, 
notwithstanding . the total :chang.e of circumstances, they 
yet view. it.ivith· a fohd.0partiality, a1id-11ave Iiot·thoroughly 
seen that a· change of circumstances has called for a chap.gt 
of policy, of which no, people· can better avail themselves 

than those of Marietta. They· are sober, industrioµ~, in. 
telligent, and· discreet; and their country ~bounds wi~1 
materials for manufacturing. Sheep t4rive amc!.zinglywell; 
cotton they can procure from Ten11ess_e~, for.!4,o~ !$ cents 
per, pound~ · Coal, iron, atid lime~ton~, they can ha'!e in 
any quantity, and every othev material roay p~ pad on 
as good terms as, at Pittsburg ; while, . from the great 
qua11tities of fine land · on th~ ·Mu~kii1gum, ~nd,. the rapid 
settlement~ on that river, I think provisions i.np.st coJ!ti· 
rrue to be even lmver .than at Pittsburg. Should the p~Q-

of Marietta,· therefore, commen~ the manuf"ct~!d1:1g 
.')ystem, I think it. probable, that it will become a. flour
ishing place, as it certainly is a · ,very beautiful, and a very 
pleasant one; but so long as they allow ideas of a foreig17 
commerce, WHICH Is GONE, to fetter their minds, it:will 
hang like a millstone round their necks, and prevent all 
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imprtivernehts; Indeed I think the new system is begun. 
I noticed the steam-mill ; the original design of it was to 

prepare flour and Indian meal, but the proprietors propose 
also to introduce cotton and wool carding and spinning. 

Flmir was four· dollars per· barrel ; beef four cents ,per 
pound; and other provisions were, upon an average, about 
10 per cent. cheaper than at Pittsburg. 

The state of society is such as might be expected in a 
colony from Massachusetts. With their morals and man
ners I was highly pleased, and theif system of education, 
being founded on the same plan as that of the parent state, 
requires no illustration. 

The country round is very handsome : to the south~ west 
there are pretty high hills, and the country is rugged and 
barren; there are also some hills to the north,·· but of no 
great elevation ; there is a large tract of bottom land .. on 
the banks of the river, above the town; and there are some 
very rich bottoms on the Muskingum, but they are of no 
great extent;· and the hills a long way up that river are very 
tough, but may in process of time be converted.into exM 
cellent sheep-farms. 

Mr. Ward, my fellow-traveller, was very attentive in 
showing me the place, and in introducing me to a number 
of the principal inhabitants. This being the residence of 
the governor of the· state, we waited on ·him ; but he had 
not leisure at that time for much conversatione Mr. Ward 
afterwards informed me by letter, that he had sent me a card 
ofinvitation to spend an evening with his family, but I 
was gone before it came to hand, and I regretted that I 

lost an opportunity of receiving the valuable information 
which would have ht>en afforded by an evening's- conver~ 
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Sfltion with a ge1~tleman so intellig~nt and- s'o well informed 
as governor Me1gs. . . 

General Putnam. is one of the earliest settlers: here, and 
he has several sons and relatives, well acquainted with the 
state of Ohio; from, them, I got a great variety of infor
mation. 

We went to see the Mounds ; but whethet it was tha~ 
my mind was raised to. too high a pitch of expectation 
from the accounts l had read of them, or that it was pre
occupied .bY: objects of greater importance to society, I 
know not; but. so . it; wa;, : they did not come up . to 
my expectations at all; I could hardly view them even as 
curiosities; a~1,el I saw no reason to refer their existence to 
a different race, or a different state of civilization, tl1an what 
is to. be. found c;tmong the Indian tribes at present in North 

America. In all probability, a numerous tribe had/ been 
se~tled on the Ohio, who had been at war with some other 
tribe, or tribes, to the eastward. Those on the Ohio would 
naturally ,look out a strong hold for their ,vives and little 
ones,. and appea:t to have availed themselves; naturally 
enough, of a position where two sides were protected_ by 
two .. broad deep rivers. Here they :vvoulcl construct. such 
kind of. works as seemed to be best calculated for. protec~ 
tion ; for defence in case of surprise ; and for affording free 

, access to that most necessary element-water. 

As to the ingenuity of these works, which have been. 

pompously termed " surprising," I teally see nothing in it 
to lead us beyond the present race of Indians, who every 
day display a degree of superior ingenuity, though in a dif
ferent form. The dexterous use of the bows and arrows 
and other instruments in the chase, the fabrication of dif~ 
ferent materials for domestic use, even the mockaisons in 
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my possession, all display a degree of ingenuity equal to 
what is to be seen in these works. Human nature is near
ly the same all over the world. Necessity is the mother 
of invention, and there is no setting bounds to the ingenui~ 
ty of any class of men, when circumstances impel them to 
exert it. 

The Muskingum is 200 yards broad at its outlet, ahd 
is navigable, with nearly as much ease as the Ohio, to 
Zanesville, and from thence by various craft to its head. 
Both the Ohio and Muskingum are navigated by keel-boats. 
upwards, almost with as great facility as downwards, a cir
cumstance not very generally known, but of infinite impor~ 
tance to this1 extensive inland country. I saw one solitary 
brig building on the banks of the Muskingum. 

THE OHio CoMPANY's PURCHASE, of which Mariet
ta is the capital, extends along the Ohio river, including its 
windings, about UO miles, but in a direct line itis only about 
70. It extends west from Marietta 48, and north about 
12 miles, the whole length from south to north being 80 
miles. The area is about 1700 square miles, containing 
about a million of acres. 
· The territory is laid out into townships of six miles 

square, and in each there is a reservation of 640 acres of·land 
for a church, and as much for a school ; and two townships 
near the centre of the purchase, on Hockhocking river, have 
been reserved for a college. On this re~erve Athens is now 
built. 

This tract was purchased from the United States.for one 
dollar an acre, and the company were principally guided 
in their choice of the situation, by the commercial ad van
tages which appeared to result from having the command 
of several fine rivers, particularly the Ohio and Muskin~ 

VOL. II, 0 
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gum; without_perhapsduly reflecting,that agricultyr~ take~ 
the. prtcedence of commerce. Before there can be trade 
there must ht something to trade in. Certain. it is they 
:fixed upo~ one of the worst situations in the state of 
Ohio,. µnd, notwithstanding the cheapness of the purchase, 
most of the proprietors have found it a losing cQncern. 
There are some fine bottoms on the Ohio, and on soine 
of the··other rivers, particularly the Hockhocking, ·but by 
far the greater part is rough and hilly ; although I think it 
will answer remarkably well for sheep".'.grazing,. to which, 
in process of time, it will probably be applied. . The land 
stands rated in the state books nearly thus: of 100 parts 
there is one first rate; 30 second rate; and 69 third rat~ 
land. The population is iricreasing, but not nearly in ari 

equal degree to other parts of the state. The .itihabita.nts 
amount at present to about 12,000. The cliH1ate is very 
~esirable, and is quite healthy. The whole district aboun,ds 
with finely variegated scenery. 

MARIETTA D1sTRJ;cT, of which the Unit~d Stat~~ 

land"'.office is at Marietta, is situated between the Ste:uben
ville district and the Ohio Comp~ny's purcl1ase~ It ex
tends into the interior of the country about 30 miles, and 
co11tai:ns about 860 square miles. The Ohio washes it 
on the south-east about 60 miles. The soil here is much 
superior to the Ohio Company's lands: of 100 parts, on~ 
js first rate; 77 second rate; and 22 third rate .. lt is 
handsomely watered, the principal river being the, Little 
l\f uskingum, and though it is only about half ;is large as 
the company's purchase, it contains nearly ~s many inha
bitants, and is more likely to increase. . The price; of the 
Unit~d States' lands is two dollars per acre. The other 
lands vary according to circumstances,. some being as low 
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as·one dollar, and some as high as 20 dollars per acre. The 
average price of middling land is about two dollars. The 
Ohio Company's purchase is very various in price. Ge
nerally speaking, the individuals who hold it are willing to 
sell at moderate prices, and very advantageous bargains 
may be made by those who go there to reside. To the 
,n-0n .. re,sident speculator, i~ holds out no inducement. 



108 TRAVELS ON 

CHAPTER XIII. 

, Blannerhasset'; Island,-Kanhaway River,-Galliopolis. 
, . , .I 

DURING our stay at Marietta, the water rose a little, 
and a number of boats came down the river. Two young 
gentlemen' in a· skiff, one of them a Mr., Murray, from 
New York, the other from Baltimore, arrived·· at the inn 
where we lodged; but they only stopped a few minutes, 
and proceeded down the river. Five or six keel-boats, la~. 
den with goods, stopped at the same time, and we prepared 
to go along witl1 them. I now parted with my agreeable 
friend Mr. Ward, and the Frenchman and I proceeded on 
our journey together.· A Mr. Armstrong, whom I be
came acquainted with at Pittsburg, was along with the 
boats, and we found him very discreet. As we were start~ 
ing from the \-vharf, a young man from the keel-boats told 
us he was disengaged, and offered his services to row our 
skiff. We engaged him, but had only proceeded a little 
way, when the captain of one of the keel-boats roared out 
to him, with a volley of oaths and imprecations, to come 
and take care of his father. The young man asserted he 
had nothing to do with them, and, to prevent any mischief, 
· I desired him to pull away to Mr. Armstrong's boat, where 
I would procure him protection till we got the matter in
quired into. But we had not proceeded far when the men 
from the boat pursued and overtook us; seized·hold of the 
young m:.mJ neck and heels; threw him into their boat, and 
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carried him off. . On reaching Mr. Armstrong, I le-arned 
that this was a bad boy, who wanted to desert his father ; 
and he recommende~ to us a young lad, 'named Peter, on 
board their boat, whom we found to answer our purpose. 
remarkably well. 

At night we stopped at a tavern, six miles below Ma
rietta, cm the Ohio side. This was a pretty situation, but 
I did not like the looks of our landlord, and the boats' 
crews having stopped here, they made a terrible rompus, 
drinking metheglin, and swearing unmeaning oaths. How
ever, they took to their boats by 11 o'clock, and we slept 
·pretty comfortably till morning ; our boatman having been 
,left in the skiff to take charge of the. luggage. 

September 2d. We started at 6 o'clock; the morning 
was foggy; the thermometer stood at 68°. About 9 o'clock 
we reached Blannerhasset's Island, 18 miles below Ma;. 
rietta, where I went on shore to view the premises. Th€ -
soil was fertile, and it had been a beautiful place, but its 
appearance now was that of the " deserted village." I 
saw the remains of walks, and arbours, and hedge-rows, 
and shrubberies ; but the house was razed to the founda
tions. It had been accidentally burned down, the preced"' 
ing month of March. The principal crop on the island 
was hemp, and in the course of my walk I discovered an 
old Irishman spinning rope-ynrn. I could not . view this 
scene without considerable anguish of mind, and some 
important reflections on the danger of indulging vicious 
·propensities, especially when · these have for their object 
the mere gratification of personal vanity or aggrandize
ment.· 

There are various accounts of Mr. Blannerhas.set, and 
of J1is connexion with Aaron Burr. It is of little impor-
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tance now• to inquire into their authenticity, but We tnay 
draw some important lessons from the melancholy re. 

sult to the 1)arties. Blannerhasset is said to have been 
:most comfortably situated at this handsome 'place, and his 
wife is described as beautiful. In an evil hour he seems 
to have admitted Mr. Burr to his councils, who had suffi. 

cient art to entrap him to co-operate with him in his am. 
:hitious pursuits. He endorsed bills for him to a greater 
.extent than he was able to pay ; and the consequence was 

an alienation of his beautiful place to strangers-he being 
obliged to seek a support to his family in' a far distant, 
and probably -ungenial ·country; and his peace of mind 
destroyed, perhaps for ever ! 

· From a review of the whole of Mr. Burr's transactionS', 

we may draw a· most important inference, as to the stability 

-0f the government in this country. It is a government by 
the people, in which all have an equal interest, and the 
great mass of virtuous citizens must necessarily give it 
their support, because no change can take place, except 
for the worse to them. A few disappointed, ambitious men , 

. may create a temporary and local disturbance ; but they 
cannot work in secret ; their deeds must come· to light; 

and when they do, they will become the scorn of good 
men, the outcasts 0f society; and the government of the 
country will only receive strength from the futile attempts 

to overturn it. A government by the people, is like a 
beautiful pyramid with a substantial base-it cannot be 
overturned. But a despotic government, or a government 
'by a .small portion of the people only, is like a pyramid in~ _ 

verted. Extraordinary vigour may support it for a time, 

but when this vigour becomes corrupt, or takes a wrong di-
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rection, the. wpole fabric will fall to the ground, and crush 
its supporters in its ruins. 

There is a beautiful situation nearly opposite to Blanner
hasset's Island, called_ Bellepre, and the scenery continues 
very elegant along the river. The settlement'S are pretty 
thick on the Ohio side, but the Virginia side is mostly un
&ettled. . We passed the Little and Big Hockhocking ri
vers, and several islands in the Ohio, and at night stopped 
at the house of a_ Mr. Symes, where we had excellent ac
_colll:modations for a very moderate charge ; and I procured 
a great deal of information regarding that part of the 
country. 

September 3d. We started at 6 o'clock; .the morning 
was cloudy, the temperature of the air was 70°, of the 
water 7 5°. The scenery is nearly similar to that before 
described, and the river about 700 yards broad. We had 
,ow got well accustomed to travelling by water, and we 
found it easy and agreeable. Our boatman, Peter, an
swered our purpose remarkably well, and could row about 
three miles an h0tir. The water was low, and we found 
the eurren t assisted us very little. . In order to relieve the 
boatman, and to give ourselves. exercise, we frequently 
took a turn at the oars, and we generally made from 30 
to 36 miles a day. ,v e had found by this time, that the 
settlers on. the Ohio side were, by far, in the most -com
fortable circumstances ; and we never failed in an applica. 
tion for lodging or victuals on that side. On the Virginia 
side, we had of late made frequent attempts, but were al~ 
ways unsuccessful. On stopping there, we generally found 
a negro, who could give us no answer, or a poor-looking 
object in the shape of a woman, who, " moping and me
lancholy," would say, ",ve have no way." I never saw 
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the bad effects of slavery more visible than in this con. 
trast. On· the Virginia side, they seemed generally to 
trust to the exertions of the negroes, and we found them, 
as might be expected, " miserable, and wretched, and 
poor, and almost naked."-On the Ohio side, they trust. 
ed to the blessing of God, and to their own exertions ; , 
and " God' helps them that help themselves," as poor 
Richard says, in his almanac. Vv e found them encreasing 
in wealth, population, and domestic comfort; and we re. 
solved hereafter to apply on the right bank only for accom
modatiem, where, the reader will henceforth find us, unless_ 
it is otherwise expressed. Our general rule was to look 
out for a settlement at sun-set, and stop at the first we 
came to thereafter ; and it was hardly ever necessary to 
make a second call. As soon as we had engaged lodgings 
we ordered supper, and along with it two chickens to be 
cooked for next day's fare. The boatman got supper 
along with us, and then returned to the skiff, where he 
slept all night. The Frenchman, who, I before noticed, 
was a lzumorsome character, went to bed immediately after 
supper, and often scolded me for not following his exam
ple; but having to write my notes, it was generally 11 or 
12 o'clock before I could retire to rest. I always found 
the people with whom we stopped very obliging, and rea
dy to answer all my inquiries, so that it gave nie real plea
sure to travel on this delightful river, and to converse with 
the friendly settlers on its banks. Our travelling too was 
very cheap, for the whole did not amount to more than a dol~ 
lar a day, boatman's hire included~ In the morning, when 
we started, we carried our broiled chickens, with some 
bread, cheese, and milk in the skiff; on which we made 
very comfortable repasts, without stopping. 
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Having passed a rem<;ll'kable cavern in a rock, called th~ 

Devil's hole, and Shade. riyer, we reached a pretty strong 
current, called a ripple, on which ·we fom1d a floating-uii!l 

at work. · Buffentin's Island lay on the opposite side, and 

after passing it, we came up with an Itishrn:an and his 

·wife, travelling by a skiff, for Kentucky. They had stop .. 

ped for breakfast. ~rhe woman had kindled a fire on the: 

beach, to cook some eggs, and the man had gone up to a 
settlement to get some milk. Our F rerichmat1 vvent on 

the· same erra~d, . bt1t soon returned with the empty pitcher 

in his hand, saying that the wife would not sell him any,, 

and he was as well pleased, for 1she was a dirty-looking 
hussy. At this time the keel-boats joined us, and one of 

the boatmen said that the house was Buffentin's, and· they 
were the most .indiscreet, dirty people in all. the cou:ntty .. 
'\Well,?' said our Frenchman, ,., we have always been 

well treat hitherto, and though we have got a little tub from 
the dirty Buffentins; we must just put up with it.'~ On: 
hearing this, the woman made her appearance from behind 

the trees, where she had been listening, who, putting her 

hands to her ~ides, exclaimed; " And what have you: got 

to say to the Buftenti1~s ?" " Why/' replied the French= 

man, " madam; all that I have got to· say, is, that they are 

a parcel of dirty hogs; and beneath our notice-.'' It is im

possible to describe the rage that appeared in the wom.an,s 

countenance on this occasion, and I believe, if the French~ 

man had been within. the reach of her talons, she would 
have 

c, Sleiped the skin o' his cheeks out o'er his chin/'\· 

but we were in our boat in the river, and the F renchma:n 
lay on his oars, and enjoyed her half.fr~ntie gestures, whH0:~ 

VOL, 'n., 'p 
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sh~' unprofitably spent her rage among the trees. " Well, 
madam," said the Frenchin~n, " you would be an excel
le~it actres~, and if you'll come along with me to New Or" 

le~ns, I'll recommend you to the ma,nager to perform the 
peilrt of one of Macb~th'~ witches/' '' Oh, you French 
rascal,'' ~aid ~be, " do you compare tne to a witch?" 
" Not to every sort of witch, 111adam,'' said he, " but to 

tho!i,e dirty, hags' of witches, who steer the caldron in Mac
beth's play." .$.he was the picture of a fury, but ~he 

could not get nea:r us, and vented her spleen_ in vulgar Ian .. 

guage. " Oh, ye eat~frog rascal," said she. ·" Dirty 
13iiffentin, dirty Buffentin,n said the Frenchman. The 
whole company in the other boats were in a rom- of laugh
ter. \Ve :moved 011,. but the antagoni~ts foid got hold of 

two words. to their liking, and " eat-frog," and " dirty 
Buft~11tin," continued to sound in our ears, as long as they 

,wen~ iri one another's hearing. 

A short while after leaving the "dirty Buffentip;," we 
were threatened with a shower of rain, and we took shelter 
in a small log cabin, where the landlord told us he was a 
native of Ireland, and had come out. to fight for America, 
during the war. He was an excellent musician, and amused 
us with some tunes on the violin. The afternoon cleared 
up, we got ,under .weigh, and made very good progr~ss to 
Letart's falls, which· we passed before dark, and stopped 
at a house on the right bank, immediately below them. 

Here I got a great variety of information regarding this 

part of the country. It is only about 13 years since it 
began to .be ~~ttled, and jt has made rapid progress. The 
dimate is healthy, and the winters mild. Improved land 
on the river sell$ for . eight dollars, and unimproved for 

fmtr dollars per acre. Letar:t's falls are only a swift current, 
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which the keel-boats ascend upwards. In the course of 
the day we passed several families moving down the 'river 
to Kentucky; we also passed a floating store. 

September 4th, we left Letart's falls at half-past· six 
o'clock: the morning was cloudy, the thermometer. was 
69°, in the water it was 75°. The wind was blowing up 
the river with a very strong current, and, · being obliged to 
:coast along the bank, we made hut small. progress. We 
met several vessels loaded with salt bound up the river, 
and judging from the state of the winds since we left 
Pittsburg, I was satisfied we could have sailed up to Pitts .. 
burg, in little more than half the time we took to come 
down. The keel boats sail up at the rate of about 20 
miles a day. The scenery continues neatly similar to that 
already described to the Great Kanhaway, which we reach~. 
ed at sun .. set. The Kanhaway is a large river in Virginia, 
on which there is now a great trade in salt. It appears at 
its outlet to be nearly as large as the Ohio. At this place 
there is a little town on the Virginia side, 011 a high bank~ 
called Point Pleasant, where we left Mr. Murray and his 
friend, and passed on to Galliopolis ; at which town I was 
anxious to stop all night, to make observations. 

It was dark before we arrived, so that we had some difh 
ficulty in fixing our boat, and getting properly accommodat
ed with lodgings ; and, our Frenchman having wished to 
stop at Point Pleasant, I was a good deal troubled with bis 
ill-humour. 

September 5th. This morning we took a walk roun,d . 
the town, and I was pleased to find it in a thriving· state. 
A number of buildings had been lately erected, ~ost 
of them of brick, and a handsome brick academy was 
building-, A number of little ponds at the back of the 
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town ,;yere drain.ed, and the fields around had· been recently 

put into a state ·of active cultivation. The town was 

stocked with orchards, and the fruit was excellent. -We 
were introduced to several of the early French settlers, 

who gave a different history of the place from what I had 

seen before in books, and the substance of their informa. 

tion I have engrossed in the following account. 

GALLIOPOLis is the capital of Gallia county, and is 

beautifully situat~d, on a second bank of the Ohio. It-is 

laid· out· on a good plan : there is a square of eight acres 

in the centre, and . the · building ~ ground is divided into 

_squares of five acres each, by streets of 66 feet wide, cross

ing. ea.ch othe:r ·. at right angles~ The building lots are 85 

feet in front, by 170 deep, and contain one third of an 

acre. They sell, at present, for from 25 dollars to 200 

dollars each. The number ·of houses is about 70, and the 

inhabitants 300. The public buildings are a court-house, 

and· the academy ; which last is to contain a room for a 

church, one for 4 militmy academy, and one for a maso11ic 

Except domestic 1Tianufactures, there are none in the. 

town, though there are several in the country, and some 

are projected vvhich ,vould probably succeed very well. 

There are no vvater falls for machinery on the Ohio, but they 

have coal in abundance, and· steam-mills are likely to be

eome very general. One is projected here. The different 

professions are, one tavern-keeper, two blacksmiths, two 

tanners, three storekeepers, three master masons, and six 

e>r seven carpenters~ Provisions are reasonable : flour two 

dollars · per cwt. be~f three dpllars, pork three dollars, corn 

53 cents per bushel, butter 6{ cents per lb. eggs 6} cent$

pfr q.ozen, fowls <H cents each. 
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This place was originally settled by a F1:ench colony, 
who purchased the lands in France for five dollars per acre ; 
but soon after settling here they were unfortunately en
gaged in a war with the Indians, which contributed very 
much to disturb and dispirit the colony. This, however, 
they would have overcome, had they got quiet possession 
of their lands afterwards; but they were involved in a dis
pute about ,the land titles, one of the most serious evils 
. that can befal new settlers ; many of them bought their 
lands a second time and remained, some went .to French 
grant, where the United States gave them a quantity of 
land to indemnify them for their losses, and some moved 
away altogether. These circumstances were the cause of 
the dismemberment of·the·colony, in consequence of which 
they did no good here, nor any where else. 

': Galliopolis has been reputed a sickly place, but this is a 

mistake; it -is quite healthy, and it is a beautiful situation. 
It has been also supposed that no body should go to a ne\iv 
country, except they can take an axe in their hand, and 
cut' down trees. This is also a mistake. An association 
of rfarmers, mechanics, &c., have the best chance, because 
their combined labours are equal to all their wants. 
Witness the Harmonist Society ; and I have no dou ht, 
from what I learned regarding the French colony, that it also 

would have done very well, had they not been imposed 
itpon in th~ir own country as to the land. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Leave Galliopol~s ,-Portsmouth,-Lime stone ,-Cin~ 
cinnati. 

WHILE we were. makh1g our inquiries at Galliopolis, 
Mr. Mu1Tay and his friend came up with us, but stopping 
only a few minutes, they passed on before we were ready; 

I had a great deal of trouble to keep my fretful-Frenchman 
in good humour. "What you always inquire,· inquire," 
says he, '' at every body, and. about every thing; don't 
you see there's" water, and there's trees, and there's houses, 
and there's fields? and just say to the people: the westetll 
country is the first, in the wortd-. the rivers are beautiful, 
and the trees are magnificent, and the climate is delightful; 
and a~ to the soil, you can take a handful, and squeeze a 
gill of oil out of it." ''Be quiet, now," says I, "and just 
take things easy. You Frenchmen are always for applying 
a magnifying glass to objects, but I wish simply to state 

things as they are." 
'\,Ve left Galliopolis at half-past 11 : the day w·as clear 

and beautiful ; the thermometer stood at 78°. · We were 

now favoured with a little breeze which helped us along, 
and having made 22 miles, we stoped at the house of a 
Mr. Riggs, near the extremity of the Ohio company's 
purchase. We found this a very comfortable settlement, 
on a second bank of the Ohio, and :Mr. Riggs had a large 
and industrious familv. He told us that he- sat down here 

d 
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about 12 years ago, and had not yet made a purchase {)f 
his lands, but expected to buy them soon, and would be 
willing to give 8 dollars an acre for them. Here we saw 
the women busy spinning and weaving cotton ; and were 
informed that they r~ised it on their own plantation,. which 
is in latitude 38° 40'. They raise also sweet potatoes and 
ground;.nuts. We were informed that the weather had 
been cool and pleasant here all· summer, and that they sel
dom experienced the extremes of heat or cold. Mr. 
Riggs gave us an account of the settlement of that part of 
the country. . The first clearers, or squatters, as they are 
called, look out a situation where they can find it, and 
clear and cultivate a piece of land. A second class come 

after them, who have got a little money, and they buy up 
th~,,improvements of the first settlers, and add to them, 
but wiUiout buying the land. A tl1ird and last class ge
nerally come for permanent settlement, and buy both land 
and improvements. When this last class have. made a 
settlement, the country rapidly improves, and assumes th.e 
appearance of extended cultivation. It is presumed . the 

whole banks of the Ohio, as far as we have .travelled, win 
have that appearance within 10 years. 

While we were here, a stranger arrived from Kentucky, 
who also got lodgings, and, W'.hen Mr. Riggs' family ,Nere 
all collected, we had, if not a brilliant, at lea,st a very nu= 
merous company. There were seven or eight sons, and 
three or four daughters : 'how they were all accommo
dated with beds I do not know ; but we got a very good · 
one on the lower floor, the old man and old woman being 
upon the one hand, and two or three of the daughters on 
the other. The bed-clothes were made whollv of cottorL1 

and were very comfortable. 
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September 6. We started at 6 o'clock; the morning was 
foggy; the thermometer 53°. Twelve miles from Mr. Riggs' 
we s_toppecl at a small taven~, where we found the lan_dlord a 
great politician, and very communicative. He said he was a 
true democratic republican, though he lived within halfa 
mile of Federal creek. Below this place the country becomes 
level, and so continues to Sandy creek, the boundary of 
the state of Kentucky, which we reached in the afternoon, 
and, having long desired to see that celebrated state, I im
mediately went on shore to shake ha,nds with the soil. . I 
could not, in terms. of our Frenchman's notion, " squeeze 
a gill of oil out of it,'' but I found it of an excellent qua
lity, and supplied with large timber, principally beech and 
sugar-maple. The country beyond this assumes a hilly 
aspect, but the banks are remarkably. fertile. We made 
an attempt to procure lodgings in Kentucky, but, as ill' 
Virginia, without effect. We found in the house where 
we ·applied nothing but filth and wretchedness, and, pass
ing over to the Ohio side, we got most comfortable lodg
ings with a new .. married couple, who had very laudably 
provided a bed for strangers, besides their own. They 
would take nothing for our accommodation, the second 
instance of the kind we had met with on the Ohio. 

September 7th. We started at half past 5. The mor.tfm 
ing ,vas foggy ; the thermometer 5 5°. The scenery on 
the river was now very fine .. At 9 o'clock we wete .up 
with a remarkable rock, called Hanging rock, and we 
stopped at a plantation in Kentucky, on a beautiful bend 
of the river, where we got some milk and butter from a 
Maryland family. They were industrious, and highly 
pleased with their new situation. The land, they infonned 
us, cost 5 dollars 50 cents p~r acre, and they could dis;-
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pose of every article of produce on the river as follows: 
com 25 cents per bushel, wheat 50, potatoes 40, meal 40, 
flour 2 dollars. One day's labl;mr in the week was suffic 
cient to support the family, and they did not depend oi1 
negro labour. The country below this was very various 
as wepassed, but the soil generally good." The river was 
about 700 yards wide, and so transparent, ·. that · we could 
see the bottom distinctly at 8 feet deep; and a variety of 
fishes playing upon it. 

The river keeps generally a south-west course, till it 
passes the latitude of 38° 30', and at Sandy river makes a 
bend to the north-west. We were now sailing in that 
direction, and passed Little Sandy river, and French Grant; 
and at Little Scioto, the river bends to the south-west, 
where we took a . fair wind, which carried us very swiftly 
to the Big Scioto, on which is Portsmouth and Alexandria. 
As the latter is an old settlement, we meant to have stopped 
at it all night ; but, on making inquiry for a tavem, · we 
found there was none, and that the town was going to de. 
cay. It appears, it is liable to be flooded, although it is 
on a bank 60 feet high ; but Portsmouth, on the east 
bank of the Scioto, is not subject to that inconvenience, 
and is progressing very fast. Being at the outlet of the 
Scioto, one of the finest rivers in the state of Ohio, I pre
sume it will become a place of. very considerable import
ance. We were told that the banks of the Scioto were 
very rich, though a little unhealthy; but, as the· country 
was clearing up, the sickness was diminishing every year. 

We continued our course down the river, and inquired 
for lodgings ; but we could not be accommodated where 
we first applied ; and this was the first instance of the 
kind that had occurred in the state of Ohio: a proof of the 

VOL. II. 
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comfortable circumstances and hospitality . of the settlers. 
\iv e applied at. the ne;xt house, half a mile below ; . and 
here we were accommodated, but very poorly. The fa. 
mily were recently from Virginia, and they had to part 
with their own bed to us. The· soil is very rich 
here ; and we were. told, that the produce of · 12 acres 
could with ease support a numerous family. Land is 5. 
dollars per acre, and workmen have 2 bushels of coni, and 
their maintenance, for a day's work. 

September 8th~ We rose at half past 5. The morning 
was clear; the thermometer 60°. But before setting out, a 
difficulty· occurred : we had nothing less than a five dollair 
piece, and the family could not change. it. I was obliged, 
therefore, to walk half a mile up the banks of the. rivet to 
procure it, at the house where we applied for lodgings:_ last 
evening. The landlord was an IrishmaH, and expressed 
great regret ·that he was not at home when we applied, .·as 
he would have wished t6 have talked about the. old coun
try 5 He accommodated me with change, and expressed 
a desire to detain me some little time ; but, the: wind be~ 
ing fair, I was loath to lose a minute, and I set-0ut for the 
boat with all possible dispatch. In my way, I passed 
tarough a fine bottom, stocked with trees of extraordinary 
size and beauty. They were mostly chesnut, quite 
straight and smooth in the trunk, and several of them, 
which I measured, were 18 feet in circumference. 

On my arrival at the boat, I found·· the Frenchman 
'' grtttwing his nails" with anxiety; but we set sail with 
a fair wind, and soon made up our lee-way. We again 
·passed our friend Mr. Murray, and, the wind continuing 
to favour us, we made rapid progress. We passed Salt
Lick cree~, near which we saw a number of beautiful 
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conical hills, and, after sailing nearly 40 miles through 
very · variegated scenery, we reached Manchester before' 
<lark, where we· stopped all night. Manchester is a small 
place, consisting of 12 or 14 houses only, and is not 
thriving. 

September 9. We set sail at 6 o'clock. The morning 
was fine, and, having a fain wind, we had a rapid run of 
12 miles to Limestone, which we reached at 8 o'clock .. 
This is one of the shipping ports of Lexington,. and is 
'luite a bustling place ; but we only stopped at it while 
we took breakfast, when we immediately set sail, and at 
2 o'clock reached Augusta, a very handsome little town 
in Kentucky, 21 miles below Limestone. It is thriving 
remarkably well. 

We left Augusta at 3 o'clock, and, 3 miles. below it, 
parted with our · boatman, and continued our course in 
'txpectation of reaching the plantation of a Mr. Kennedy, 
a Scotsman, to whom I had a letter of introduction ; but 
the wind failed us, and we were obliged to stop 6 miles 
short of it, at the house· of a Mr. Taylor. 

I was much pleased with the appearance of this part of 
the eountry, and -Mr. Taylor. being a shrewd, intelligent 
man, I receiv~d a great deal of information from him. 
This situation is in the Virginia military lands, and the 
eountry is very agreeable. The price of land· is generally 
2 dollars per acre. The principal timber is walnut, blue 
ash, beech, and sugar-tree. Cleared lands sell from 5 to 
10 dollars, according to the quality. Flour is 2 dollars per 
cwt. ; wheat 50 cents per bushel ; horses from 50 to 60 
dollars; cows 10 dollars. Mr. Taylor moved from 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, and considers this· soil 
an~ climate as much better than that he had left. The 
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first frost appears about the midqle of October, but it is 
slight ; and winter does not set in until Christmas. They 
have a good deal of rain in winter, but snow does not lie 

long. 
September 10th. I rose very early this morning, when 

I saw the comet for the first time. The tnorning was 
clear, and the thermometer stood at 50°. The wind was 

· north-east. North-east winds seem to have·the same ef ... 
feet here that north-west winds have on the other side of 
the mountains. They render the air clear, dry, and 
elastic. 

At 6 o'clock we got under weigh, and at a little past 7 

reached the plantation of Mr. Kennedy, on the Kentucky 
side. · His house was a little way back from the river, and 
I went up to present my letter, when he received me with 
great cordiality. I told him the humour of· my travelling 
companion, and he came down to the beech, to invite him 
to breakfast. While we were on the beach, Mr. Murray 
and his companion arrived, and Mr. Kennedy gave them 
an invitation also ; so we moved to the house in a body. 
I would wrong Mr. Kennedy to say, barely, he was kind; 

he was hospitable in the highest degree. He. got an ex. 
cellent breakfast prepared, ~nd, in the interim, treated us 
with whisky and honey, well known in Scotland by the 
name of Atholl-brose, in honour of which the celebrated 
Niel Gow composed an elegant strathspey, and gave it 
that name. 

Before we had finished our breakfast, Mr. Kennedy 
drew a fiddle from a box, and struck up the tune of Ro
themurchie' s Rant. He played in the true highland style, 
and I could not stop to finish my breakfast, but started up 
and danced Shantrews. The old man was delighted, and 
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favoured us with a great many Scottish airs. When he 
laid down the fiddle, I took it up, and commenced in my 
turn, playing some new strathspeys that he had not heard 
before ; but he knew the spirit of them full well, and he 
also gave us Shantrews, " louping near hawk hight," al
beit he was well stricken in years. 

He next played a number of airs, all Scottish, on a 
whistle; and then pulled out some MS. poetry, and read 
several pieces, which were highly humorous. He was 
particularly severe upon the methodists, whose frantic 
gestures he imitated, crying out, '' glory, glory," and 
stamping his feet, as he recited a piece of satire upon their 
conduct. But this was too rich a feast to last: we were 
obliged to depart; but I made a promise to pay him ano
ther .. visit, if I could, before I left the country. 

The wind was unsteady, and sometimes ahead ; , but 
we made considerable progress. The river, and scenery 
on its banks, continue very beautiful, and the country 
here is all healthy. Twenty miles below Mr. Kennedy's, 
we.passed the Little Miami river, a fine romantic stream~ 
abounding with falls and mill-seats, and, 8 miles below it, 
we reached Cincinnati at dark, where we found excellent 
accommodations at the Columbian tav~rn. 
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·CHAPTER XV. 

Cincinnati:,-Symmes1 purchase,-Cincinnati district,-
. Newport. 

CINCINNATI is elegantly situated bn a first and se~ 
cond bank on the north side of the Ohio river,·aiong which 
it extends nearly half a mile, and as far back fa the coun. 
try. The scite of the town is elevated from 70 to 120 
feet above· low water mark, and is never overflowed. The 
land and wat~r around it exhibit a very handsome appear
ance. The Ohio is here three quarters of a mile wide.; 
and Likingriver, a considerable stream in Kentucky~ falls 
into it right opposite. The streets of Cincinnati are broad, 
crossing one another at right angles, and, the greater part 
of the houses being of brick, it has a very handsome ap· 
pea~ance. · The streets, however, are not yet paved, except 
the side walks, on which account they are unpleasant in 
muddy weather, but that is an evil which will soon be re
medied. Cincinnati was laid out about 21 years ago, since 
which it has made rapid progress, and now contains about 
400 houses, and 2283 inhabitants. The public buildings 
are, a court-house:, jail, bank, three market-houses, and 
some places for public worship, two cotton factories, and 
some considerable breweries and distilleries. The taverns 
are not numerous, but there are upwards of 30 dry-good 
stores, in which from 200,000 to 250,000 dollars worth of 
imported goods are disposed of mmuaily. 
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This is, next to Pittsburg, the greatest place for manu
factures and mechanical operations on the river, and the 
professions exercised are nearly as numerous as at Pitts
burg. There ·are masons· and stone-cutters, brick-makers, 
~arpenters, cabinet-:-makers, coopers, turners, machine-ma .. 
kers, wheel-wrights, smiths and nailors, coppersmiths, tin
l'lm.iths, silversmiths, gunsmiths, clock and watchmakers, 
tanners, saddlers, boot and shoemakers, glovers and breech
es-makers, butchers, bakers, brewers, distillers, cotton-spin
ners, weavers, dyers, taylors, printers,· bookbinders, rope
makers, tobacconists, soap-boilers, candle-makers, comb
makers, painters, pot and pearl ash-makers. 

:fhese branches are mostly all increasing, and afford 
good wages to ~he journeymen. Capenters and cabinet
makers have one dollar per. day and their board ; masons . . ' 

have two dol1ars per 1000 for laying bricks and their board; 
when they board themselves, they have about four. dollars 
per 1000. Other classes have from one· to one dollar twen. 
ty-five cents per day, according to the nature of the work. 

Wool and cotton carding and spinning can be increased 
to a great extent; and a well organized manufactory of 
glass bottles would succeed~ Porter brewing could be 
augmented, but it would first be necessary to have bottles, 
as the people here prefer malt liquor in th~· bottled state. 
A manufactory of wool-hats would probably succeed, and 
that of stockings would do remarkably well, provided 
frame smith-work were established along with it-not else. 
As the people are becoming wealthy, and polished in their 
manners, probably a manufactory of piano-fortes would do, 
upon a small scale. 

There are ample materials for manufactures. Cotton is 
brought from Cumberland river, for from two to t1hree cents. 
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Wool is becom111g plenty in the country, and now sells at 
50 cents per pound; all the materials for- glass-making 
are abundant; coal has not been found in the immediate · 
neighbourhood, but can be laid down here at a pretty rea. 
sonable rate ; and it is probable the enterprising citizens 
will soon introduce the steam-engine in manufactures. 
Wood is brought to the town at a. very low rate. There 
is a· very considerable trade between New Orleans and this 
place, and several barges ,vere in the river_ when we visited 
it. One· had recently sailed upwards over the falls. 

The ex pence of living is lower than at Pittsburg~ House. 
rent for a mechanic is about 60 dollars, but the most of 
them soon get· houses of their own. Wood is .l dollar 
per cord; coal 8 to 12 cents per bushel; flour 2 dollars 
per cwt. ; corn-meal 33 cents per bushel ; · potatoes 25 ; 
vegetables are very plenty and cheap ; beef, mutton, and 
veal 4 to 5 cents per lb.; pork 2{; venison 25 cents · 
per ham; fowls, 1 dollar per dozen ; ducks, -25 cents 
per pair; geese 37! to 50; turkies the same; wild tur
kies 12i to 25 cents ; fish very cheap ; cheese 12} per lb. ; 
butter, 12 to 20; eggs 6 to 10 per dozen; beer 5 dollars 
per barrel; cyder 3 dollars; whisky 37! to 40 .cents per 
gallon ; peach brandy 50 ; salt 1 dollar per bushel. 

This place, like Marietta, is .·mostly settled by New 
Englanders ; and the state of society is very excellent. 
Education is well attended to, and the people are very cor · 
rect in their morals, There are three newspapers printed 
here, and they get papers from every state in the union. 

SY MME s's Pu R c HA s E, on which Cincinnati is situated, 
is one of the :rpost judicious that has ever been made in the 
state of Ohio. It lies between the two Miami rivers, about 
20 miles in breadth ; and extends from the Ohio into the 
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interior of the country, ~bout 30 miles. It contains· one of 
the best bodies of land in the whole state, and is now near

ly settled up. Land is consequently pretty high, and may , 
. be rated at 5 dollars per acre, uncleared. In this pur..; 
chase, like that by the Ohio company, there is a reserve for 
a school, and another for a church ; but I was informed.Ji 
that in consequence of the variety of religious opinions in 
the district, the latter has been productive only of discord; 
The effect of the school section will be noticed hereafter. 

THE C1N~INNATI DIS.TRICT is situated to the west;, . .' 
ward of Symmes's purchase, and the United States land .. 
office is in Cincinnati. This district is partly in the Indiana 

te11itpry, but mostly in th~ state of Qhio, and c~ntains a 
body of most excellent land. It is bounded on the west 
by a line drawn from opposite the mouth of Kentucky ri ... 
ver,. to where the Indian n~rth boundary line intersects the 
western line of the state of Ohio, and contains about 3000 
square miles. 

These two districts constitute what is called the Miami 
Country, which, in point of soi~, climate, and natural ad~ 
vantages, is probably inferiot to none in the United States., 
and few are equal to it. The soil of this district is reckon
ed, upon the whole, as the best in the state of Ohio. It is 
rated, in the state books, in this way : in l 00 parts; 6 are 
first rate, 70 second rate, and 24 third rate land. The 
face of the country is agreeably uneven, but not moun~ 

tainous ; and the country has a plentiful supply of the most 
useful minerals? particular! y iron. There are also several 

, mineral springs. 
The two principal rivers are the two Miamis, but it i§t 

remarkably well watered with small streams. The large 

Miami is an elegant nver, 200 yards wide at its mouth1 
VOL, If., r. 
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but, 75 111Hes in the interior ·of the country, it contracts 

to the breadth of 30 yards.. It is navigable, however, for 
cru.16es, 50 miles alfove this, in all 125 ·miles. The 'whole 
lei1gth of the river h1 a straight lin:e is about 130, miles, 
but includi11g its turnings it 'is nearly double that distance. 
One of its branches interlbcks with the Scioto, and from 
another there is a portage, of only 'nirie miles, to a branch 
of the Miami of the lakes. ' 

The :whole of this country has been settled up in little 
1110:re than 20 years, and it tvill afford an idea of the value of 
the country to state that tl1e inhabitants, of course mostly all 
emigrants, n:ow amount to nearly 40;000. Hamilton coun
ty, a . small district, consisting of . little more than 300 

sqtiare mires, contains up,vards of 15,000, being more than 

50 to the square 1nile. 
l was introduced to judge Symmes, and the different 

gen~lerhen in the land-office, to whom, and Mr. ·Kilgour, 
a Scotsnian, I was mostly indebted for my information 
here. Having :finished my inquiries at Cincinnati, I cross
ed the river to wait upon colonel Taylor, at Newport,, to 
whom I had a letter of introduction. 

NbvPoR T is a small place, and is quite eclipsed by the 
rsplendour of · Cincinnati. There is a good brick building 
6:n the banks of Licking creek, in which is deposited a 
magazine of anus, ammunition, &c.; so that Nevv11ort is 
a sort of l'nilitary station, but it is rather unhealthy on the 
·creek; and I think it would have been wise to have placed 
it On the Cincinnati side. 

I found colonel Taylor a very communicative, sensible 
fuan, and remarkably well acquainted in this part of the 
country, where he is an old settler. He has an elegant 
farm, and an orchard of grapes, the --finest that I have yet 
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seen in America. Grapes flourish luxuriantly here, a cir
cumstance that proves to a demonstration, that wine could 
be made in this part of the country. 

Here I was introduced to captain Baen, of colonel Boyd's 
regiment. He had just an;-~';~d from Boston, and was 
waiting.for a passage down the river to.join the army; and 
I agreed to speak to:my humorsome French captain to take 
him in our boat, at which he expressed his satisfa?tion. 

The greater part of the information I received from Mr. 
Taylor, regard~ng the country, is anticip

1
ated, ip, tb~ pre~ 

~~ding remarks, but there were various other topics qf yOn
versation, so111e of ,yhich I l,Ilay just gl'1~ce at. On th~ 
Indian w:;u-, I waE> informed ~ha~ the opinion was gei:ieral? 
there would be np fighting, qr~ ~f any, it w~mld be of ~liQJ1 
dµration ; and tµey did 11ot apprehend the smallest danger 
from it in this part of tlie country. On ~urr's conspiracyJ 
with which colonel Taylor s~ems to have been well ac
quainted, he bore testimony to th~ iptegrity and famdc\ble 
~onduct of general Wilkinson, in suppressing one of the 
vilest trea$ons that ever was t~hi_bited in the country, 



J32 '!'RAVELS ON 

CHAPTER XVI. 

I , 

Leave Cincinnati,-M iami river ,-Kentucky river,-
Swiss settlement,-Louisville. 

OUR Frenchman, with a shrug of his shoulders and some 
little reluctance, having agreed to accommodate captain 
·-:saen, ,ve engaged a man to row for us, and after laying 
in some provisions,. part of which was a ham, which we 
-stowed in the wolf-box, we started from Cincinnati on the 
13th of September, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The 
wind ,vas blowing very si'rong up the river, ,so that we 
made only nine miles, when we lodged at a little dirty ta
vern, having the worst accommodations we had yet seeu 
in the state of Ohio. The banks of the river were "',vell 
settled and cultivated to this place. 

September 14th. Being very glad to get away from this 
wretched· tavern, we started at day-light. On examining 
our boat, we found our ham had been, as before, abstract
ed from the box ; but a wolf was not the thief this time : 
it was a cow, and the name of the box was changed ac
eordingly. At 8 o'clock we passed the North Bend, a 
remarkable turn in the river, and immediately after, we 
stopped to breakfast at the house of a captain Kirtley, in 
Kentucky. He has a pretty plantation, and we got an ex
cellent breakfast. '\IV e were informed that captain Brow11, 
a gentleman from New Jersey, lived half a inile below, 
who had a fine orchard, and ~s ~e was very sociabk and 
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a.ttentive to strangers, it would be worth our while to call 

upon him. The Frenchman and I started in the boat, and 

.captain Baen walked along the bank. Having waited a 
while at Mr. Brown's, he called to us when we were op

posite the plantation ; but we had already lost a great deat 

of time, and were inclined to go on. But he informed us 

that there was a great cttriosity to be seen, so we jumped, 

ashore. The curiosity was a . mammoth's haunch bone, 

which had been dug up in the fields a few days before. 

Capt. Brown had it measured and weighed. It .was indeed 

a very wonderful bone, being three feet in diameter, and 

weighing 5 5 pounds : the socket was eight inches in 

diameter. What a stupendous animal it must have once 

fonned a part of ! 
If we were gratified by the sight of this bone, we were 

still more so by the view of Mr. Brown's orchards, where 

we found fruit that might ha,ve been with propriety termed 

mammoth apples~ There was a larger quantity of fine 

fruit here, than in any orchard I had ever seenio Many of 

the limbs of the trees were literally broken down with the 

weight, and one or two whole trees were nearly broke to 

pieces by it. Some of the apples measured 1 7 f inches in 

circumference, and Mr. Brown boasted, I think with reason, 

thathe could outmatch the whole United States with his 

fruit. It was noticed before that he is ii native of Jersey, 

and he informed us that he bore a commission in the 

American war; he ~ad been 15 or 16 years settled in this 

country, and had only one child, a daughter, who was 

married to colonel Pike, the celebrated traveller in Lou
isiana. 

The wind continued to blow so strong up the river that. 

\Ve could not row against it, and captain Brown insisted 

that we ~hould stop to dinn~r, which we agreed to, and 
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we were treated with great hospitality. In the afternoon the 
wind lulled ;i Uttlc, and wishing success to our hospitable 

entert~iner, we took our lea ye. 
A few miles belmv captain Brown's we passed the mouth 

of the Great Miami, which has already beeIJ. not~ced, and 
wbich, at its confluence with the Ohio, has a handsome aR

pearnnce. The western boundary line qf the ~tate of Ohiq 
is projected due north from the moqth of this river, so 

that we were :qo'tV between ,Kentucky and the Indian~ ter
ritory. \Ve reached the house of a captai.µ Talqot, where 
Tve stopped for the night. 

September 15th. On getting µp this n1qrning we founcJ_ 
· :it pretty cold-the thermometer had fallen to 4~0

.. The 
stream continued beautiful, hut the banks were pqw rather 

low' and the inhabitants appeared to be mostly all new 
s<1ttlers,. and in very poor circumstances.. The :settlements 
were very thin? but the land appeared to be goQd, and the 
timber very luxurianL The whole bed of the river here 
is limestone. The wind continued tq blow up tlie stream 
so ,S'trop.g, that ·we could hav~ saile~ eight n;tiles upwards 
i11 the time we took to row one dowmva:rds~ Indeql, in 
the middle of the day, it was so strong that we could not 

niake head against it at all, and ,ve were obliged to put ashqre 
~t Big-bone-lick creek& Big-bone-lick, so called. fron1 the 
vast numbers of large bones which I-rave been found near 
it~ is the property of a Mr .. Colquhoun,. to whom I had a 
letter of introduction,. but l leamed that he ivas at Lexing;.. 

ton) lli"1d it \Vas of no consequence to go tu ilie liclf,, ~ 
all the bones ·which h~d been found had been earned away~ 
In consequence of this information,) I Iiad remu.rse to niy · 

travelling, companion,, the Pitts!iwrg JVavz/{ator,: from whlch 
1 transcribe the followins account:: 
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'~ Animal's bones of enormous size have been found 

here in great numbers. Sonie skeletons i1early c01hplete 

were not long since dug up Jl feet under the surface in a 

stiff blue clay. These appeared to be the bones of differ

ent species of animals, but all- remarkably latge. Some 

were supposed to be those of the mahl~oth, others of a 

non-descript. Among these bones, were two horns or 

fenders, each weighing 150 pounds, 16 feet long, and 18 

inches in pircumference at the big end ; and grinders of 

the carnivorohs kind, weighing from three to ten and a 
half pounds each; and others of the graminivorous, species, 
equally large, but quite differently shaped, being flat and 
ridged. Ribs, joints of the backbone, and of the foot or 

paw, thigh and hip bones, upper jaw bone, &c. &c. ,vere 

also found, amot1nting in the whole to ~bout five tons 
weight. 

'~ These bones were principally discovered by Dr. Goforth 

and Mr. Reeder of Cincinnati, who sent them by water to 
Pittsburg, with an intention td transport them to Philadel-· 
phia, and make sale of them to Mr. Peale, proprietor of 

the museum of that city.-They were, however, "vhile it, 
Pittsburg, discovered by an Irish gentleman, a traveller, 

who purchased them, reshipped them down the Ohio, and

thence to Europe .. 

"Of the history of the 'mammoth we are nmch in the 

dark. Of animals having once existed , can-ying these 

enormous bones, there can be no doubt. Their ptesent 

existence is much doubted; and the only proof we have 

to the contrary, is a curious tradition of the Indians, hand:. 

ed down to them by· their frtthers, ·which. being 

by a principal chief of the Delaware tribe to the gdvernot 
of Virginia d1,.1ring the .American revolution, is ""'"',.,,-,1o,,r-r 
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in th~ following words :-' That in antient tintes a herd al 
these tremendous animals came to the Big-bone licks, and "' 
began a universal destruction of the bear, deer, elks, buf
faloes, and other animals which had been created for the 
use of the Indian~ : that the Great Man above, looking 
down and seeing this, was so enraged, that he seized his 
lightning, descended on the e~rth, seated himself on _a 
neighbouring mountain, on a rock, on which his seat and 
the print of his feet are still to be seen, . and hurled his 
bolts among them 'till the whole were slaughtered, except 
the big bull, who, presenting his forehead to the shafts, 
shook, them off · as they fell ; but missing m)e at length, it 
wounded him in th~ side ; whereon, springing round, he , 
bounded ova- the Ohio, over the vV abash, the Illinois, 
and finally over the great lG!kes, where he is living at this 

' day.'-Jefferson's Notes on Virginia. 
"There are places at the Big-bone lick, ,vhere the salt 

water bubbles up through the earth, that are rendered a 
perfect quagmire, admitting nothing heavier walking over 
them than geese or other light web-footed fowl. Cattle 
dare not venture nearer than to their edges. One of these 
places appears bottomless, for no soundings have ever been 
found; throw in a ten feet rail end wise, and it buries itself 
without any other force than its own weight; another em
braces near a quarter of an acre, over which grows a very 
fine and short grass. May it not be reasonable to account 
for so many of the mammoth's bones being deposited at 
this place, by presuming, that in their seeking the salt 
water, and venbiring a little too far, or otherwise that their 
own enormous weight pushing them . forward too far for 
recovery, and sinking, thus were buried on,e after anotheP 
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to the number we now find their remains. The places 
where their bones are now found are tolerably hard, from 
filling up by the washings of the small stream which runs 
through them, and from having· been much dug up, and 
the 1nud exposed to the sun*." 

About four o'clock in the afternoon the breeze moderat~ 
ed, and we set sail. The settlements were now so thin, 
that we deemed it expedient to look out for a lodging be
times, and a little after sun-set we espied an opening, when 
captain Baen and I went ashore, but we had to climb a 
precipice about 100 feet high before we reached it. , After 
walking a little way we saw a house, but looki~g into it 
we found it occupied by negroes only, and they told us 
that we could not get lodgings nearer than capt. Hawes's; 
on the banks of the river, distant two mile5. We hailed 
the boat, and communicated this intelligence ; , and it was 

r It may be noticed here, that an ENTIRE SKELETON of this won

derful ani~al is to be seen in PEALE'S MUSEUM, PHILADE~PHIA, 

whet'e I found the following account. 
"It was accidentally discovered in Ulster county, New York, on a 

farm belonging to John Masten, as he was digging marle from a 

morass; many of the bones were then taken up with great but ill
directed exertions, until the pursuit was stopped by the continual 

influx of water from springs in the morass. 
"In the year 1801, C. W. Peale, having purchased the bones already 

found, and the right of digging for the remainder, favoured by an un

usually dry season, constructed machinery to throw out the water, em
ployed a number of hands, and after about six weeks anxious labour, 

success so far crowned his enterprise, that he was able to put together 

,} skeleton of this GREAT NON-DESCRIPT, pe1{ect in every part ex• 

cept the cranium." 
Mr. Peale also discovered another skeleton, a few miles distant 

from the above, which his son Rembrandt Peale carried to Europe. 

VOL. II. S 
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agreed that our friends should drop down with the current, 

while we walked along the bank. As we were leaving the . 

negro house, we were assailed by some dogs, and turned 

aside to chastise them; but it being now nearly dark ,re 

mistook our path, and wandered inadvertently along a bye

path into the woods. The path became more and more 
unevei1; the woods became more thick; and the darkness 

increased. ' Under these circumstances we wandered more 

than half an hour, when, having lost all trace of the path, 

we found ourselves entangled in a thicket; and in.:attempt

ing to disengage ourselves, we fell souse together over a large 
tree, and tumbled· into a den, ,vhere we lay for some time, 

stunned by the fulL I now thought we had proceeded far 
enough in this direction, and proposed to the captain that 

we should call a halt, for if we persevered, we would, in 
all probability, lose all idea of our situati011, ·· and might 

wander far out of our way. He concurred with me in 
opinion, and it was agreed that we should take the direc

tion which we suppo~ed -led towards the river; and if we 

did not find it in l~alf an hour, we should then camp in the 

woods all night. In pursuance of this resolution ,ve walk
ed on a considerable time, when, almost in despair of find

ing the right way, the captain called "there's the river." 
This was a most joyful sound to my ears, the more so 

as I found my conjecture correct; in place of walking to

wards the river, as we supposed, we were marching along 
its banks, in a direction the very reverse of that which led 

to· captain H,nves' ; and, on: reaching the right road, we 

found we ,vere not many yards from where we were as
sailed by the dogs. 

We now travelled very quickly, but it 1.,vas near 11 

o'clock before ,ve reached cnptain Havves'; and to compen-
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sate for our toil, we expected that our friends would be 
there before us, and have a comfortable supper prepared. 
But we were sadly disappointed: they had not arrived, and 
we could perceive no trace of them on the river. Captain 
Hawes' . family had gone to bed, and it was with some diffi
culty we roused them, after which we went to the bank of 
the' river to hail the boat ; but, after shouting till we were 
hoarse, we could hear no return. 

vV e were now in a sad dilemma, for we supposed our 
friends had fallen asleep in the boat, and must have floated 
past the plantation. One of the people in Mr. Hawes' 
house advised us to go close to the edge of the river, and 
hail, assuring us that our voice could be heard above three 
miles up and down the stream. vVe follmved his advice, 
and shouted till we made all the woods ring. At last we 
heard a very distant response up the river. It was our 
friends. \,Ve hailed several times, and had as many re
turns, but it was above an hour before they reached us. 
,On their arrival they informed us, that. they had fallen asleep 
in the boat, and were awoke by our :first shouting, but 
thought they must have floated past, and were pulling up 
the river as hard as they could, when they heard our se
cond call; at which time they judged they could not be 
less than three miles distant. 

Having secured our boat, vve went together to the house, 
when the captain and I found we had got unwelcome great 
coats: we were literally covered from head to foot with a 
species of burr called wood-lice. "\Vhen we had finished 
our supper, we learned that there would be some little dif* 
ficulty in procuring beds, as several lodgers had got before 
us. · An Irish stranger had got the best bed in the house, 
by the fire-side, and, mistaking me for a countryman, he 
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,proffered me a share .of it. It was too good an· offer to be 
neglected, so, in imitation of my h!JmOrous landlord at 
°\'Vilton, I told him, " I ~as not just a countryman nei
ther but was the next door neighbour. to it, which came 
. ' 
to . the same thing," so I would accept of his offer witli 
pleasure. The two captains got stowed away in another 
apartment, 'i and, being predisposed by the fatigues of the 
evening, w~ enjoyed a very comfortable repos~., 

September 16.' We started at 6 o'clock in the morn~ 
ing : the weather was clear .and calm ; the temperature of 
the air 62°, of the water 6.8°. The river is here about 700 

yards wid~, and is a beautiful stream. The country is 
bedded on limestone, and appears healthy, but the settle
ments are ver.y thin. When we had proceeded eight miles, 
we found the breeze so strong, that we were not able to 
make head way against it, and we stopped at a plantation 
on the Kentucky side, where we saw a very h_andsome 
field of c.otton, called here a cotton patch. We were now 
in sight of a Swiss settlement on the other side of the river, 
to which, on account of the head wind, we moved with 
difficulty; but on our arrival ,ve were very much gratified 
by the appearance of this thriving colony. We were told 
that they emigrated to America about IO years ago, and 
first attempted the business of vine-dressing on the Ken
tucky river, but, not succeeding to their· wish, they moved 
to this place, which they found to answer very well. We 
found the vineyards in very good order, and the grapes, 
which were at full maturity, hung in most luxuriant 
clusters. They were of t\VO kinds, claret and J.lfadeira, 
both reputed to be of the best quality, and the sample 
which we tasted had an excellent flavour. The wine coi1-
sisted of two kinds, of course, claret and J.lfadeira. The 
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claret was rich in quality, but too acid. It was, however, a 
very palatable and pleasant beverage when diluted with wa
ter. The Madeira wine we found very unpalatable, but ~e 
were informed that it wanted age.· The person who gave 
us our information said the colony consisted of about 56 
persons, who were all vine-dressers, but they had no con
nection together in business. Each family was indepen
dent within itself. They have farms besides the vineyards, 
and they make all their clothing, so that the produce of the 
wine is so much added to their stock. Last year they sold 
2400 gallons at one dollar and a half per gallon ; · this year 
.they will sell 3000 ; and they are very sanguine that they 
.will be able to bring the business to full maturity. Their 
.markets are,. Cincinnati, Frankfort, Lexington, and St. 
Louis. They represent the climate as healthy ; but the 
weather is changeable, and the heat in summer is very 
great, being from 24 to 26° of Reaumur*. This summer 
it was at one time as high as 31{ 0 t; but this was the warm
est summer they ever e:xperienced. Th~ north-west winds 
are cold; south, south-east, and south-west winds are warm 
in summer, and mild in winter; and they are th~ most pre .. 
valent. 

Seven miles below this we reached Port vVilliam, at the 
mouth of Kentucky river, where we stopped for the night. 
Port William is a small place, consisting of about 15 fami
lies only; and being subje~t to fever and ague in the fall, it 
is not likely to increase very fast. We were informed her~, 
that some of the·country-people still retain their vicious pro
pensity for fighting, biting, and gouging, and that they had 
lately introduced stabbing; a practice which had been l<rarn-

·
1
" Fahrenheit 86° to 9C} 9 • t Fahr. i02°. 
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ed at New Orleans; but the laws being very severe against 

these vices, the lawless were kept in check, and the state of 
society was· improving. The comet this night was uncom. 

monly vivid. The evening was very warm, the thermome
ter being 76?. Kentucky river is here 200 yards wide. 

September l 7. We set out at 5 o'clock : the morning 
was foggy; the temperature of the air 62°, of the water 71°. 
Twelve miles below Kentucky river we came to a town 

called Madison, recently laid out in the Indiana territory, 
as the capital of Jefferson· county. It is situated on a fer
tile bottom, and contains 12 · families : 3 taverns· and 2 

stores, 2 blacksmiths, 2 hatters, 1 brickrriaker, and l stone

mason. The back country is rich, and settling very fast. 
The country· here appears rather level, but to the south

ward it becomes more elevated. A short time after leav
ing this place,.there was a great eclipse of the.sun, and the 
water and surrounding scenery assumed a very dismal ap

pearance here while it lasted. In the evening we reached 

another new town in the Indiana territory, called Bethle

hem, and here we stopped all night. 
The inhabitants here· ,~-ere a collection fromr different 

quarters. Our accommodations were very indifferent, but, 
to use their own phrase, they were new· settlers, and we 

must not expect niceties. The town is laid out on a fine 

rich bottom, three streets being parallel to the river, and 
three across at right angles. The township extends along 

the river five miles, and one and a quarter into the interior 

of the country. The lots are half an acre each; and sell at 
present for 60 dollars. 

Septembet 18. We started this morning at 6 o'clock. 
The river is here three quarters of a mile b~ad, and exhi

bits a noble appearance. As we proceeded downward we 
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perceived a heaviness in the atmosphere, an evident sign 
that the south winds waft marsh effiuvia to this place, 
which .may account for the fever and ague that sometimes 
prevails in the fall. We now observed that the people 
were pale in colour, and had not that rosy hue which they 
have above in Cincinnati; but it is to. be remarked, that 
they are mostly new settlers, and are very mixed. The 
river widened out as we proceeded to the falls, above which 
a good way, on the Kentucky side, there are many rich 
settlements. We heard the sound of the falls when six · 
miles distant, and we came to a landing at Louisville at 11 
o'clock at night. 

From the observations made on this fine river, in my 
progress, the reader will be able to form a pretty accurate 
idea of it above the falls. In my. account of Louisville, I 
shall advert to the falls themselves, and shall close this 
chapter by· a short account of the river below the falls, to
gether with a few incidental_ remarks on some particulars 
relative to. the river generally. 

The length of the river, from thefalls to the Mississippi, 
is, ,according to Mr. Ellicot, 483 miles. It is 705 miles 
from Pittsburg to the falls, making the whole length of 
the Ohio 1188 miles. The breadth below the falls conti. 
nues nearly the same as above thein, from 600 to 700 
yards, till within 100 miles of the Mississippi, when it'is 
1000 yards. 

The scenery on the river below the falls is agreeably 
variegated with hills and plains for about 5 0 miles, when 
the country on each side becomes quite level for 150 
miles. It then swells out into hills, which continue a con~ 
siderable way, and again subsides into level plains, which 
continue to the junction of the Ohio with the Mississippi. 
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The point of land at the confluence of the rivers, ,vhich is 
apt to excite so much attention in the map, is subject to 
be inundated by the vast freshets in these mighty waters, 
artd is thence marshy and uncultivated. 

The banks of the river are as yet but thinly settled be. 
low the falls, and the country is said not to be so healthy 
as above them ; though the soil is good, and it will all be 
settled up at no great distance of time. 

The Ohio receives the waters of very considerable rivers 
between the falls and the Mississippi, viz. on the Kentucky 
side, Salt river, navigable 50 miles; Green river, naviga
ble 160 miles; Cumberland river, navigable 300 or 400 
miles; and Tennessee river; navigable 1200 or 1400 
miles: on the' Indiana side, Blue river, navigable 40 miles'; 
and the Wabash, navigable upwards of 200 miles. 

The navigation is easy to the falls, and, after overcom
ing that single obstruction, thence to Cincinnati and Lime
ston.e. From Limestone to Wheeling there are a number 
of swift currents at the islands ; but they present no ma
terial obstruction, except when the water is very low. 
From Wheeling to Pittsburg, the number of these swift 
currents are increased; and they are more difficult' to pass; 
but the water is very seldom in such a state as to be im
passable in keel-boats. In skiffs it is passable at all times. 

The velocity of the current depends upon the quantity 
of water, which is exceedingly various. When I des
cended, it was in the lowest state ; and I did not calculate 
the velocity to be more than a mile an hour, including the 
ripples and Letart's falls. In spring and fall, particularly 
in spring, it rises to the astonishing height of from 40 · to 
60 feet, when the velocity is augmented in proportion: 
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The greatest velocity seem_s not. to exceed 4 rniles an 
hour. 

The prevailing winds here are from the south artd south ... 
west, and blow up the river, often exhibiting the appear"' . 
ance of the trade-winds of the West Indies; setting in 
about 8 or 9 o'clock in the morning, and dying away at 
4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon. These are

1

of great con-1' 
sequence in the navigation of the river upwar<Js.. Judging 
from the winds and current, when . we desc~nded,' I pre ... 
sumed that we could have sailed from the falls . to Pitts
burg in little more than half the time we were in coming 
down. In high water, boats have .. passed. from · Pittsburg 
to the mouth Qf the Ohio in. 15 days. . Ten days is .re~k-
oned a quick passage to the falls. 

The principal articles. of tra& downwards are flour; ironu~ 
tin and cqpper-wares, cabinet-work, glass, mill-stones., 
grindstones, apples, cyder; porter~ whisky' and peach-
brandy. , Upwards, they are cotton,. hemp, hemp manu ... 
factures, lead, salt, and sometimes sugar and coffee from 
New Orleans. 

The Ohio abounds with a great variety.of fish, among 
which are cat:fisl1,; pike, perch, and sturgeon; and on the 
banh are great numbers of wild turkies, geese, ducks() 
pheasants, partridges; &c • 
. The banks of the river are generally heavily timbered, .. 

The principal kinds of timber are oak, hickory; walnut) 
mulberry, chesnut, ash, cherry; locust, sugar-tree, &c.; 
and the ~ycamore, towering above the whole, grows here 
to an astonishing size. · I noticed the remains of a very 
large sycamore tree in the neighbourhood of Pittsburg7 

and I saw most surprizing specimens on the banks of, thi$' 
river. I did not measure any of them; but the editor tt 



the Pittsburg Navigator, to whose testimony full faith may 
be ffiven mentions that he measured several from 10 to 

0 ' . 

16 feet in dian1eter. A gentleman . from. Marietta told 
him that he knew of one :60 feet i11 tircumfer.enoe, and 
that, fa the hoUow of another, he had turned himself round, 
with a pole in his hand 10 feet long. '.Into the hotlow of 
aiwther 13 men rode on horseback, in June, 1806, and 
the fourteenth was ·ot1ly pr-evented by the :skittishness of 
hi:s hers~. 

'The ,climate is delightful, :and, except in some places in 
the '1"1e-igh.bourhood ofponds, which can be easily drained, 
is perf~ctly healthy, particularly between Pittsburg aml 
Gincintiati. The fogs thal tise on lhe river are by no 
means uncongenial to health ; indeed,· I think· they are ra
ther the :reverse ; being ;the pure water of the Ohio in a 
state of vapour. Aquedus 'vapour contains a ttinch larger 
proportion ,of vital air than the atmosphere ; and it is never 
t00 ,cold :for the 11:tngs., as it rises only in summer, when the 
heat of the water is greater than the atmosphere. .From -a 
number of ~xperiments, which I made with an accurat~ 
thermometer, I found. that, in the night, the temperature 
bf the air frequently fell -from 10 to 25 degrees below the 
water, and, when this was the case, the vapour rose, in
creasing with the disproportion of temperature between . 
the two fluids. A frequent result in the morning, at sun
rise, was, air -about 60°, water about 71 ° of temperature. 
About 7 o'clock, the influence of the sun begins to be 
felt, and the fog to disperse ; and, by the time that the 
air is heated to the same degree as the water, which sel
dom exceeds 8 or 9 o'clock, the fog wholly disappears. 
A never-failing result of my observations was, that, when 
the two fluids were near the same degree of temperature, 
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or when the air was warmer than the ·w:a-~ei;, there was n0 
fog. 

from this view of the subject it will be inferred, th~t 
the banks are:;: congenial to all so1;ts. of vegetation ; · a~~d 
fruits flourish in an emin.ent degree. In the~e fogs, there~ 
fore, we see the ·bou,lilty of Providence displayed i~ the, 
eco11omy 0:-\ natur~. The Ohio runs i11 a de{;p heel~ a,nd 
forms _such a drain as is cakulited to- cl~prive th~ adjoining 
ba\1ks of their moi,stu:re ;: but th~se fog_~ knd tl).~ir kio.dly 
a$Sistance to supply the defect, and their balmy inftl);ence 
i& 4jghly beneficial to tQe anii-~ial and vegetable creations1 

,both of which flourish here in a_ ver.y ~~1i1;1ent degre-e-. 
Thirty years ago, the whol.~ country on the banks of 

this river was almost an entire wilderness. Twenty years 
ago, a friend of mine descended, and could hardly get 
provisions by the, way. When I descended, I found its 
banks studded with towns and farm-houses, so close, that 
I slept on shore every night. I have no doubt but that, 
in 20 years more, the change will surpass all calculation ; 
and, in process of time, the banks of this river lVill exhi .. 
bit one continued village, from Pittsburg to the falls ; the 
settlements being thickest, probably, between Limestone 
and Cincinnati, which situation I would at present prefer 
to any on the river. 

What a fine prospect is held out here to the human 
race! and how delightful the contemplation of it to a be
nevolent mind ! The whole of the banks of this beautiful 
river are fit for cultivation. Allowing, it, therefore> to be 
divided into farms of 160 acres each, having a quarter of 
a mile on the river, and a mile , back from it, and · each 
farm to maintain 1 O persons, the district, from Pittsburg 
to the falls, would contain upwarqs of 69,00Q souls; and 
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their surplus produce would support double .that number 
of industrious tradesmen and ,their families, in the various 
t.owns settled upon it. To continue the settlements to 
New Orleans, the number would be nearly 300,000~ And 
yet this is but a small portion of the western country, the 
rivers of which, emptying into the Mississippi alone, water 
more than a million of square miles of fertile land, capable 
ofsuppc;>rting 200 millions of inhabitants. Here, ipdeed, 

is room. eno11;gli for mankind to the thousandth and thou. 
sandth generation ; and blessed are they who, looking up 
to Heaven, and to· their own soil and industry, act in obe. 
dience to the command of God, ~, Be fruitful, and multiG 
ply, and replenish the earth.'~ 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

Louisville,-Jejfersonville,-. Clarksvil/e,-Falls of tlz~ 
Ohio. 

LOUISVILLE is situated opposite the falls of the Ohio*, 
on an elevation of 70 feet above the river, and extends 
along it from Bear Grass creek nearly half a mile. Its 
breadth is about half that distance. It is regularly laid 
out, with streets crossiµg one. an(>ther at right angles; but 
the principal buildings are confined to one street. It con
sists of about 250 houses, many of them handsome· brick 
buildings, and contains 1357 inhabitants, of whoin 484 
are slaves. Being a place of great resort on the river, it 
has an ample number of taverns and stores. Except the 
manufacture ofropes, rope-yarn, and cotton-bagging, which 
are carried on with spirit, there are no other manufactures 
of importance at Louisville, and the tradesmen are such as 
are calculated for the country. The price of labour here 
is nearly the same as at Cincinnati. Some articles of pro
vision are dearer, this being a more convenient port for 

· shipping than any above it. When I was there, flour sold 
for 5 dollars 50 cents per barrel; meal 50 cents per cwt .. 
Boarding was from 1 dollar 25 cents to 2 dollars per 
week. 

,,._, See the ann~xed map. 
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Louisville, being the principal port of the western part
of the state of Kentucky, is a market for the purchase of 
all kinds of produce, and the quantity that is annually 
shipped down the river is immense. A few of the articles, 
with the prices at the time that I was there, may be no. 
ticed. Flour and meal hav,e been quoted. Wheat was 62! 
cents per bushel ; corn 50 ; rye 42 ; oats 25-; hemp 4 
dollars 50 cents per cwt. ; tobacco 2 dollars. Horses 25 
to_ I 00 dollars ; cows 10 to 15 dollars ; sheep 1 dollar 25 
cents to 5 dollars; negroes about 400 dollars; cotton bag
ging 3 l} cents per yard. 

As to the state of society I cannot say much. The ,place 
js composed of people from all quarters, wlm are principal
ly engaged in commerce ; and a great number of the traders 
on the Ohio are constantly at this place,: who~e e~ample 
vvill be nothing in f.wour of the young, and slavery is 
[lgainst society en:ry ·where. There are several schools, 
but none of them are under public patronage; and educa
tion seems to be but ind!fferently attended to. Upon· the 
whole, I must say, that the state of public morals admits 
of considerable improvement here ; but, indeed, I saw 
Louisville at a season, when a number of the most,respect
able people were out of the place. Those with whom I 
had business ,verc gentlemen, and I hope there are a suffi
cient number of then.i: to check the progress of gaming ·and 
drinking, and to teach the young and the thoughtless, that 
mankind, without virtue and industry, cannot be happy.-

.T E FF ER so N v r LL E is situated on the opposite side of the 
ti ver, a little above Louisville, and is the capital of Clark 
county, in the Indiana territory. It was laid out in 1802, 
and now contains about 200 inhabitants, among whom are 
is-ome useful ni,echanics, The United States have a land-
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offi<;e at this -place, but the principal objects of my inquiry 

being more to the eastward, I did not visit it. There is a 

good landing at Jeffersonville, and, as the best passage is 
through what is called the Indian Shute, it is probable that 

this place will materially interfere ·with th€ trade 0f Louis

ville, unless it be' prevented by a plan to be hereafter no~ 
ticed, in which -case, each side will have its '0\\-'11 share of 

the valuable commerce of this river;. which, as it is yearly 
encreasing, cannot fail to convert both sides of the Ohio 
here into great settlements. 

CL ARK s v ILLE, a small village, is situated at the foot 
of tl1e falls on the Indiana side, as is SH 1 PP rn,c PORT, on 
the Kentucky side; and both answer for re-shipping prn~ 
duce after v·essels pass the falls. 

THE F ALLs, or rather RAPIDS OF THE 0Hi-o, are oc
casioned · by a ledge of rocks, which stretches -quite across 
the river ; and through which it has forced a passage by 
several channels. The descent is only 22 foet in the course 
of two miles, and in high water is only to he perceived in the 

encreased velocity of the current, lvhen the largest vessels 
pass over it in safety. When I was there, the water was 
low, and I observed three different passages, of ,vhich 
that on the Indiana side, called Indian Shute, is said to be 
the best ; the middle one next best ; the one on the Ken
tuc~y side cannot be passed, except when the water is 
pretty full. But lvhen the water is very low, they are all 

attended with danger, less or more, of which we saw an 
instance in a boat that came dmvn the river along with us. 

Her· cargo was unloaded at Louisville, and she proceeded 

clown the river; but, on taking the stream, she struck on_ 

the rocks, and lay there a wreck, when I came away. Good 

pilots have been appointed to carry vessels over the falls. 
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On visiting this place, a question immediately occurs ~ 
Why is a canal not cut here, which would remove the only 
obstruction to the trade of this fine river? It.appears that the 
subject has been long in contemplation, and a . company 
was incorporated by the legislature of Kentucky to carry 
it into effect. The ground has been surveyed, and no im
pediment has been suggested to . the execution of the 
plan, except that there is a danger of the locks being injur
ed by the freshets in the river, which, however, can" be 
guarded against. But su~cient funds have not y~t been 
raised, and it is said that an opinion prevails here, that the 
execi1tion of a canal would hurt the trade of Louisyiije. 
As to funds, there should be no· lack, for this is an o~ject 
of national utility, in which the rich ,states of Kentuc
ky, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio are particula~Iy inte
rested. N, o very great sum can be wanted to cut a _canal, 
with only 22 feet fall, the distance of two miles, in a. situ-
. ation where stones are plenty ; and if it i~ found that indivi
duals would not wish to embark their capital in it, there is 
no question.but the United States, and the individual states 
noticed, would fill up the subscription,,were the matter ju
diciously laid before them. As to the supposition that it 
would hurt the trade of Louisville, if it exists, it is fotind
ed on very narrow policy, and is just as correct anidef!, 
as that a good turnpike road· leading through a town; will 
hurt the trade of that town. A free communicati~n through 
a country is favourable to every portion of that country ; 
and were a canal cut upon the Kentucky side here, it 
would not only counterbalance the benefit . arising to the 
other side from the Indian Shute, but would be productiv~· 
of advantages to Louisville, that at present cannot ·be esti: 

mated. The mills alone that might be erected, and set in 
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motion, by a judicious application of the water, would be 
of more intrinsic value than a gold mine. 

The following table, exhibiting the commerce on the , 
Ohio, is extracted from the Pittsburg Navigator, · ann 
shows the importance of this place~ and the vast utility of 
a canal. 

· Commerce of the Ohio from November 24th, 1810, to 
January 24th, 1811. , 

In these two months 197 flat-boats, and 14 keel-boats, 
descended the falls of the Ohio, carrying 

18,611 bis. flour 
520 do. pork 

2,373 do. whisky 
3,759 do. apples 
1,085 do. cyder 

721 do. do. royal 
43 do. do. wine 

323 do. peach-brandy 
46 do .. cherry-bounce 

· 17 do. vinegar 
143 do. porter 
62 do. beans 
67 do. onions 
20 do. ginseng 

200 groce bottled porter 
260 gallons Seneca oil 

1,526 lbs. butter 
180 do. tallow 

64,750 do. lard 
6,300 do. beef 
4,433 do. cheese 

VOL. II. 

681,900 lbs. pork in bulk 
4,609 do. bacon 

59 lbs. soap ' 
300 do. feathers 
400 do. hemp 

1,484 do. thread ' 
154,000 do. rope-yarn 
20, 784 do. bale-rope 
27,700 yards bagging 

4,619 do. tow-cloth 
4 79 coils tarred rope 
500 bushels oats 

1,700 do. com 
216 do. potatoes 
817 hams venison 

14,390 tame fowls 
155 horses 
286 slaves 

18,000 feet cherry plank 
279,300 do. pine do. 

u 
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Also, a large quantity of potter's ware·, ironmongery,. ca. 
binet-work, shoes, boots, and saddlery; the ··amount · qf 
which could n,ot py correctly ascert~n~d, 

Th~ country round Louisville is rich, but it is not .well 
drainecl µor cultivat.ed, apd is_con~eque~tly subject t0 feyer 
and ague in the fall. There are a great many-ponds. ii1the 
peighbourhood of the tow11 ;. at· on~ of th~m, ~- observecl a 
rope-walk erecting, and the people wen; draining ~he. p<md. 
by sinking a deep well, and letting the wat~r run into it, 
which answered the purpose remarkably well. It woulcl. 
appear hence, that the water filtrates to the river below 
gr<:mnd, and . perhaps this plan might be· generally adopted. 
l am persuaded thcit . nothing but draining is. wanted:, to 
render Louisvill~ quite healthy, and one 9f the .~ost agree 4 

able sitqatio~~ on th~ Qhio river. 
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CHAPTER xvm. 

{ndiana Territorry ,-Illinois Territory ,-North-West 
ljp 

.1.. erritory,-Louisiana Territory,-Orleans Territory, 
Mississippi Territory,-Mississippi river. 

,BEING -now at the ne-plus-ultra of my journey. to the 
·westward, I shall here take a brief view of the western 
1

-rehitories. · ' · 

INDIANA TERRITORY 

Is situated betw~en north latitude 37° 47' and 41° 50'; 
and west fongitU:de 7° ·40' and 10° 45'..· · Its greatest length 
is 284 miles, and its breadth 155. ' Its area is 39,000 
-square miles; or,• 24,960,000 acres. 
· The face of ·the country is· hilly, ·not· mountainous, and 

the scenery is said to be rich and variegated, abounding 
with plains and large prairies. 

The principal river is the WA BA s H, which is said to be 
a beautiful stream, 280 yards -broad at its outlet, and navi .. 
gable upwards of 220 miles. It rises near the boundary 
line between the state of Ohio and the Indiana Territory, · 
about 100 miles from lake Erie, where there is a portage 
of only eight miles between it and the Miami of the lakes. 
Its course is nearly south-west, and the distance it· runs, 
including its windings, is not less than 500 miles. A great 
many tributary streams flm'v into it, the -chief of which is 
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White river, upwards of 200 miles long. Tippacanoe river, 
near which are the largest settlements.of Indians in the ter
ritory, falls into the Wabash; ·and it is near the outlet of 
that river where the Prophet is at present collecting his 
forces.· 

The soil is said to be generally rich and fertile. 
The climate is d~lightful, except in the neighbourhood 

of marshes, chiefly confined to the lower parts of the terri. 
· tory. 
. The settlements commenced about 12 or 14 years ago, 
and have made considerable progress, though they have 
been retarded by the settlement of the fertile and beautiful 
state of Ohio, which is situated between this and the old 
states. 

The greater part ofthe territory is yet subject to Indian 
claims. Where they have been extinguished, and the white 
settlements have been made, it is divided into four coun

ties, ·and 22 townships, the greater part of. which are on the 
Ohio; and some ft'.w on ·the Wabash and White-water 
river. The inhabitants amounted, by the census of 1800, 

· to 5641 ; they now amount to 24,520, being ah increase of 
18,879 in 10 years .. 

The principal town is V 1 .N c EN NE s, on the Wabash. It 
is an old settlement, and the inhabitants are mostly of French 
extraction; they amounted, by last census, to 6i0. The 
greater part of the others have been noticed. 

The agriculture of the territory is nearly the same as 
_ that of the state of Ohio. Every kind of grain, grass, and 
. fruit comes to maturity, and towards the southern part of it 
considerable crops of c9tton are raised, though only fot 
domestic .use. 
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As the inhabitants make nearly alL their clothing, they 
have little external trade. What little: they have is down 
the river to New Orleans. 

This, in common with the other territories, is under, the 
immediate controul of the government of the United States. · 
It has a certain form of governmeµt prescribed by:.a special 
ordinance of congress, by which the religious and political 
,-ights of the members of the community are . guaranteed • 
. In this ordinance it is declared : That no person demean
ing himself in a peaceable and orderly manner shall ever 
be ,molest~d · on account of his religion. The inhabitants 
shalf always be entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas 
corp~s, and the trial by jury. All offences shall be baila
bie, unl~ss they are capital. Fines shall be moderate. R~
ligio~, morality, and knowledge, being necessary. to good 
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the 
means of, edtication shall for ever be encouraged. Good 
faith shall always be observed to the Indians, and their lands 
shall never be taken from them without their consent. The 
n~vigable waters leqding into the Mississippi and St. Law
rence, and the carrying places betweeff the same, shall be 
common highways, and for ever free, as well to the inha
bitants of the said ten-itories as to the citizens of the Unit
ed States, and those of any other states that may be admit .. 
ted into the con(ederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty 
therefor. Whenever any of the teffitories shall have 60,000 
free inhabitants they shall be erected into a state, to be ad
mitted, by its . delegates, into the congress of the United 
States, on an equal footing with t~1e original states. Sla
very was originally prohibited, but the. law has been relax
~ in favour of the new-settlers who have. slaves, and there 
are now 23 7 slaves in this territory. 
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ILLINOIS TERRITORY 

Is situated between 36° 57; and 41 ° 5b' north latitude; 

and 10° 15' and 14? 5' west long1tude. Its greatest length 

is 34 7 miles, and its greatest breadth 206. Its area is 
52,000 square miles; being 33,280,000 acres. 

The face· of the country is very much assimilated to that 
of the Indiana: Territory ; · but towards the south· the stit

. face becomes very lev~l, and the point of land betweell 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers is frequently overflowed.· 

It· is washed ·on the westward by the noble· Mississippi 

river, arid on the south by the Ohio .. In ·the interior are 
many considerable streams, nearly ~l emptying into the 
~ississippi. Beginning at the norther11 extremity, the first 
is Stony river, a large navigable stream upwards of 220 
miles_ long, and having fertile banks. The Illir,ois i~ a very 
large navigable river, rising near the south end of lake 

Michigan, and pursuing a course nearly south-west it falls 
into the ~ississippi, about 20 . miles above its junction 
with the Missouri ; its wl~ole length being nearly 500 
miles. The lands on the banks of this river are represent

ed" as being very rich, producing grain, grass, flax, he~p, 
fruits, &c. · J(askaskia is a large river, navigable for boats 

1 $0 miles into the interior of the country ; its whole length 
being about 200 miles. The country on its banks is said 
to be healthy. 

'The soil and climate are the same as in the Indiana Ter

ritory except in the low part, which is marshy, and not quite 
so healthy. 

Some settlements were made in this territory by the 

French at an early period, but it is only of late that any 
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111aterial progress has been made. The parts of it that are set
tled havt been diyide<;l into two counties and 13, townships ; 

containing 12,282 inhabitants, of whom 168 are slaves. 

KASKASKIA, which contains 622 inhabitants, is the 

principal town. 
The remarks relative to agriculture, produce, govern

ment, &c. made on the Indiana Territory, qpply to this. 

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY . 

. Thi~ large tract has no name 9n the 1naps, but, in conse
q1Jtf1ce of its position, l have given it the above designa
tion here. It is bounded on the west by the Mississippi 
river, on the east ,by lake Michigan, ~nd the straits of St. 
Mary, on the south by the two territories just noticed, 
and on the north by lake Superior and the British posses.; 
&ions. ~he territory is about 486 miles long, by 417-
broad; and cqntains 106,830 square miles, or 68,371,200. 

aGJies. 

The face. of the cmmtry is pretty similar to the territo
ries last noticed. It is elegantly watered. The :Mississippi 
washes it upon the west, lake Michigan on the east, lake 
Superior upon the north; . and. i~ J;,ias several fine rivers in 
the interior. Towards · the north there are a number of 
QOn$iderable streams which fall into the Mississippi, that 
nearly .. interlock with Gthers that fall into lake Superior. 
But the fargest ri:ver in the territory is the Ouisconsm, 

which rises within 50 miles of lake Superior, and after a 
course of 400 miles . falls into the Mississippi, 350 miles 

above the Missouri. Fox river rises in the high lands 

near :the. banks of the last mentioned river, and runs nearly 

parallel to it, for 50 miles, at one place approaching within 



160 U>UISJA:WA. 

3 miles of it. , From thence it pursues a r1orth-east course, 
and passing through Winnebago lake, falls into Greenbay, 

a branch of lake Michigan. Both these rivers are naviga

ble, and in a foture stage of population they will probably 

form an excellent communication between the lakes and 

the Mississippi. 
This territory is ~aid to contain a great deal of good· 

soil, particularly towards the south, and will, in process of 
time, become the' seat of very valuable settlements. 

The climate is pleasant towards the south, being assimi. 

lated to that of the western parts of New York, but to

wards the north it becomes very cold; though, being with

in the influence of the aerial current of the Mississippi, it 
is not so cold as the region: parallel to it east of the moun

tains. 
Very few settlements of white people have yet been 

made in this territory ; and the Indian claim to. the lands 

remain, I believe, entire, throughout the whole district ; so 

that it has not yet been formed into a territorial govem
me1it, and · the inhabitants are not included in- the census 'of 
the United States. 

LOUISIANA. 

Is an immense territory bounded by the Mississippi on 

the east; by the Spanish possessions on the west; by Or
leans territory and the gulph of Mexico on the south, and 

on the north by the British possessions. It extends from· 
the gulph of Mexico, in latitude 28° to 48° north, and 

from west lo11gitude 12° 50' to 35°; being 1494 miles 

long, from north to south, and, though the west~rn boun-· 

dary has not been clearly ascertained, the breadth may be'. 
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assumed at 886.miles. Its area may be computed at near~ 
ly 985,250 square miles, or 630,560,000 acres. 

In such an amazing extent of territory, the face of the -
country must be exceedingly diversified. Towards the 
south the land is low, and in many. pla_ces overflowed by 
rivers. To the north it becom~5 elevated, in many places 
swelling out into large hills; and tow:ards the w~t there 
are . very lofty mountains .. 

The rivers are numerous and e~tensiv~, and form a re~ 
markable feature in the geography of this country. The 
Mississippi washes it on .the east, including its windings, 
upwards of 2000 miles, and it has in the interior some qf 
the finest rivers in the world. 

The principal river is the MrssouRr., which, indeed, is 
the largest branch of the Mississippi. The sources of 
this river are still unknown,. although one of its brancbes 
was navigated by Lewis aild Clark 309Q miles, where. lt 
is enclosed by very lofty mountains. Below this 242 
miles, there is a confluence of three different branches of 
the head waters, in lat. 45° 23'. From thence the river 
appears to bend considerably to the northward, the great 
falls being in lat. 47° 3', distant from the mouth of the 
river 2575 miles. These falls are 18 miles ~long, and in 
that distance descend 362 feet. The first great pitch is 
98 feet, the seco11d 19, the third 48, the fourth 26, and 
other pitches and rapids make up the quantity above men
tioned. In lat. 47° 24/, the river forms a junction with 
another nearly as large, and it is here 3 72 yards broad. In 
lat. 4 7°, 2270 m~les from its outlet, it is clear and beauti~ 
ful, and 300 yards wide. At 1888 miles from its outkt, it 
is 527 yards wide, its current deep, rapid, and full of sand 
bars. At 161 O miles a fqrt has been erected, called Fort 

VOL, I,I, X 
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Mandan, in lat. 47° 21'; and here the winter'S are repre
sented as being very cold. From thence to the mouth 
the navigation is very good, the current being deep. and 
rapid, and the, water muddy. Its breadth is various, from 
300 to 800 yards ; and at the outlet in 38° 45' it is about 
700 yards broad. In its progress it is augmented by a 
vast nupiber of streams, the principal of which are Yellow 
Stone, Little Missouri, Platt, Kanzas,, and Osage. 

The Moin, a very considerable river, (alls into the Mis. 
sissippi about 200 miles above the Missouri, and below 
the falls of St. Anthony, in lat. ,45°, St. Peter's river, a 
very large stream, falls into the Mississippi. 

St. Francis rises near St. Louis, and running nearly a 
south course, upwards qf 350 miles, falls into the Missis

sippi, in lat. 44° 45', by a channel 200 yards broad. ft 
is said .to be navigable 200 miles. 

Arkansas is a very large river, rising in Mexico, and 
running a south-east course, falls into the Mississippi, in 
lat. 33° 45'; being navigable 500 or 4.,00 miles. 

Red river, and Black river, are two very large streams, 
rising between the lat. of 35° and 36°, about 100 miles 
apart; and running nearly 600 miles, they form a junction 
about 23 miles from the Mifil?issippi, which they enter in 
lat. 31° 5', 1014 miles below the Missouri. 

There are a great number of rivers to the westward, 
falling into the Gulph of Mexico; but, m:ving to the country 

being little knmvn, they do not seem to have excited much 

interest. One of the principal is the Sabine; the westem 
boundary of the Orleans territory. 

The territory is said to abound with valuable minerals, 
of every description ; but the branch that seems to have 

ex'cited greatest attention is the lead mines, near St. 
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(}enevieve, which yield annually a vast quantity of that 
useful commodity. 

The soil and climate of Louisiana are said to be similar 
in every respect to that of the countries lying parallel to it 
east of the Mississippi. Near that river the soil is rich, 
and the climate temperate, but it becomes more cold to 
the westward, and towards the mountains the cold is repre. 
sented a's being very severe ; the soil being sterile, and 
the brooks in many places strongly impregnated with salt,. 

This country was discovered by Sebastian Cabot, fa 
1497. In 1512, John Pontio de Leon, a Sp~niard, arrived 
on the coast, and attempted a settlement. In 1684, Mons .. 
cle la Sale discovered the mouth of the Mississippi, and 
built Fort Lewis; but he being assassinated, it was aban .. 

doned till 1698, when captain Iberville penetrated up the 
Mississippi, and having planted a few settlers, called tht; 
country Louisiana. Abou~ 1720, M. de la Sueur sailed 
up the Mississippi 760 leagues. About this time John 
Law, a Scotsman, proj,ected the famous Missis1dppi sclzeme'JJ 
which bubble burst in the year 1731, after involving many 
respectable merchants in min. In 1762 the French go-, 
vernment ceded Louisiana, and the Isle of Orleans to 
Spain. In 1800-1801 Spain ceded the country to the 
French government, who, by the treaty of April 30, 1803, 
ceded it to the United States, and they took possession of 
jt on the 20th of December following. 
' The tenitory of Louisiana, as ceded, has been divided 
into two territorial governments, Louisiana and Orleans. 
Louisiana is divided into the following districts : St .. 
Charles, St. Louis, St. Genevieve, cape Gerardeau, New 
Madrid, Hopefidd, and Ste Frands, and the settlements on 
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the Arkansas. By the last census it contained 20,845 in

habitants, <?f whom 3,011 are slaves. 
The territory of Orleans being more favourably situated 

for trade, and a disposal of their produce, this ~rritory has 
as yet made no · very rapid progress in improvements. 
The chief settlements are near the Missouri, and along 
the Mississippi to New Madrid; with some on the Arkan

sas and St. Francis. 
ST. Louis is the capital, and contains 1500 inhabitants. 

It is situated on the Mississippi, in lat. 38° 38', in a fine 
healthy ,country, on a bed · of limestone,_ having ~ich settle
ments around it. It is encreasing in population and 
wealth; and several manufactories have been recently es
tablished. 

Si. Charles, a handsome village, is situated on the left 
bank of the Missouri, 18 miles from St. Louis, by an ex
cellent road, leading through a rich country. It 1807, it 
contained 500 inhabitants, . chiefly French; but many 
Americans have lately settled in it. St. Genevieve contains . 
about 1200 inhabitants, and is encreasing in population, 
and wealth; having about 20 stores, and being the deposit 
of the produce of the lead-mines. 

Gerardeau is a small tOl'i;n, situated on an eminence on 
the rig~1t side of the Mississippi, and contains from 30 to 
40 houses only; but it has a fine back country, and is im
proving. There is a post road from this place to Fort 
Massac- and the mouth of Cumberland river. 

New Afadrid is beautifully situated on the Mississippi, 
hut contains a few houses onlv. 

" < 

The agriculture and produce of Upper Louisiana are 
similar to those of the territories opposite to it. In Lower 
Louisiana, in addition to g1~ain, vegetables, and fruit, they 
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r.aise cotton in great abundance, and in some places sugar 
and indigo. 

The government is the same as the territories east of 

the Mississippi ; but to accomodate the original settlers? 
who had slaves, slavery is continued on the same prmc1"'. 
ple as in the southern states. 

ORLEANS TERRITORY 

Comprehends that part of Louisiana which extends from 

33° north latitude to the Gulph of Mexico ; and from 
West Florida to the Sabine river, which falls into the 

Gulph of Mexico in west longitude 17°. Its extreme 
length from east to west is 300 miles, and breadth from 
north to south 241. Its area is 41,000 square miles, con= 

taining 26,240,000 acres. 
This territory is level tavvards the Gul ph of Mexico, 

but towards the north it becomes more elevated. It is re~ 
markably well watered, having the Mississippi to the east, 

and the Gulph of Mexico south ; and in the interior are 

many fine rivers, the principal of which, the Red river and 
Sabine, have been already noticed; but the J.lfexicano and 
Tache are both considerable streams, falling into the Gulph 

of Mexico. 
The soil is represented to be rich and fertile; producing, 

in abund::mce, every sort of grain, grass, fruit, and vegeta

bles ; besides indigo, cotton, and sugar. The culture of 
the last has rapidly encreased, since the stoppage of the 
foreign trnde, and will, in all probability, soon be equal t9 

the supply of the whole U nitecl States. 
The climate is neirly assimilated to that of the lm7 

of South Carolina and Georgi'1, noticed Vo!. I. page 
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280 ; hut it is to be observed that the trade winds being 
turned to the north ( see Vol. I. page 20 ), and blowing over 
this district, through its whole extent, they fan and cool 
the air,. and render the climate both more agreeable, and 
more healthy, than that of the parallel latitudes to the east~ 
ward of the mountains. 

The history of the early settlement of this district is 
included in that of Louisiana. The territory is now divid
ed into 12 counties, and by last census contains 76,556 
inhabitants, of whom 34,660 are slaves, and 7,585 free 
people of, colour*. 

Since this territory was ceded to the -up.ited States, and 
they have acquired the free navigation of the Mississippi 
and its waters, society has made rapid progress here. The 
banks of the Mississippi between New Orleans and Natches 
are represented as being in a high state of cultivation, and 
the produce is most abundant. 

NEw' 0,RLE.ANS is the capital, and contains 17,242 in-. 
habitants, including 5,796 sl~ves, and 4,950 free negroes. 
Itis situated inlatitude 29° 57', and is regularly laid out, the 
streets crossing one another at right angles ; but they are 
narrow, being generally not more than 40 feet in breadth. 
The houses in the principal streets are built of brick, but 
the others mostly of wood. The middle of the streets 
are unpaved, and, in wet weather, are very muddy; but the 
town 'is well supplied with good side pavements. The city 
extends nearly a mile along the river, and is about half a 
mile broad. There is a square in the centre, which is 
covered with grass, and contains the cathedral and tmvn--

* In 1812, this territory was admitted into the union, an 18th state, 

by the name of Lou1s1ANA, and will send two senators and one re: 
pres,entative to congress. 
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house. There is a market-house of considerable extent, 
and it is well supplied with vegetables, but the meat and 
fish are said to be poor. 

The city lies below the surface of the river, on which 
there is an embankment, called a levee, to defend ,it and 
the adjacent country from being overflowed. This levee 
is of great extent, running more than 130 miles up the 
country, and on the top of it there is an excellent dry 
road. 

A plan has lately been agreed upon for supplying the 
city with water from the Mississippi, which will add Il}Uch 
to the comfort and health of the inhabitants. 

A winter residence in this city is said to be very plea
sant; but it is generally sickly in summer, and many of 
the people leave it for two or three months. As it is, hmv
ever, the great mart for receiving the commodities ,vhich 
are shipped from the Mississippi river, it, will always con
tinue to be a place of great trade, and wiU increase, pro.
_bably, to a greater extent than any sea-po~ in America. 

Except domestic manufactures, which do not appear to 
be carried on to a great extent, there are no material ma
nufactures here, and in all probability the trade of this 
place will continue for a long time to be an object of soli. 
citude to the manufacturing districts; particularly Pitts~ 
!:mtg, and Lexington, in Kentucky ; and, on the other 
hand, from the increase of cotton and sugar, a great trade 
will always be supported between New Orleans and the 
cities on the Atlantic. The direct exports of 1810 
amounted to 1,897,522 dollars; but it is to be observed, 
that the greatest part of the exports are by the way of the 
eastern states, no part of which is entered nt the cnstom
house. 
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The people are represented as being gay and lively ; 
their manners being pretty much assimilated to those , of 

the French. The government is similar to that of the 

other territories of the United States, and gua~antees reli. 

gious and political freedom. 

MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY 

Is bounded on the vvest by the Mississippi, on the east 

by Georgia, on the north by Tennessee, and on the south 

by Orleans Territoty and Florida. It is situated between 

north latitude 31 ° and 35°, ~d west longitude 8° and 14° 

30' ; being in length, from east to w~st, 3 90 miles, and in 
breadth 278. Its area is about 88,680 square miles, or 

56,755,200. acres. 

The face of the country is somewhat similar to those 
parts of Orleans Territory and Louisiana Territory that 

are opposite to it. Towards the south it is pretty level; 

but it becomes more elevated to the northward ; and in 

the north-east there are some spurs of the Allegany moun
tains. 

It is remarkably \vell watered with rivers and small 
stteams. The Mississippi, including its windings, waters 
it on the west nearly 600 miles, and receives several ri

vers, particuhffly the Yazoo and Black rivers; the former 

of which is rendered remarkable by the speculation in the 

public lands on its banks, known by the name of the Ya
zoo i-:pcculation. The Tennesser; river runs through the 

northern part of this territory by a remarkable be11d; and 

:Jt the Muscle shoals, on that river, canals have been pro-. 
jected to the Twnbekby, a large navigable stream that 

Bmvs into the Gulph of Mexico, through Mobile b~y. 
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The Alabama, which is composed of several large streams 
rising in Georgia, forms a junction with this river. The 
other principal streams are Pearl rivet, Pascagoula,, Cone
cuh, and Chatahouchy, which last is the boundary, for a 
considerable way, between this territory and Georgiao 
The greater part of these rivers are navigable, and fall into 
the Gulph of Me'xico, through Florida ;- which circum
stance shows of how much importance it is to the safety 
and prosperity of this portion of the United States to have 
possession of the Floridas. '1Vest Florida, as far as Per
dido river, was ceded to the United States along with 
Louisiana, and, judging from recent transactions, we may 
conclude that they will soon be in possession of the whole, 
which will be productive of a lasti:ng benefit, both to the 
inhabitants of Florida and the United States .. 
· There is in this territory a great diversity of soil ; but 

it contains much excellent land in the lower part, princi .. 
pally on the water courses. In the northern part, it ex
tends throughout the territory. The principal timber in 
the lower parts is pine ; in the upper parts, oak, hickory, 

walnut, cherry, and poplar. 
The climate is represented as highly favourable~, the 

Whiters being mild, and the summers not materially hotter' 
than several degrees farther to the northward.. The heat 
is seldom oppressive within doors, and the nights are said, 
to be more comfortable than in Virginia.. There is but 
little snow or ice ; so that the cattle graze in the fields alt 
winter, a circumstance highly favourable -to the husbandQ . 
man. The following extracts are from. a register ke~ 
near Fort Stoddart. 

VOJ;.. II'. 
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Warmest. Coldest 

1807. April 2, 
15, 

May 2, 
17, 

Ther. 52° 

82 

66 
90 

710 

61 
·so 

June 6, 90 82 
28, 82 69 

July 10, 94 78 
29, ·74 I 65 

Mean heat in July, 86°. 
Aug. 2, Ther. 88° 
Sept. 5, 95 80° 

8, 74 
Mean .heat in September, 84°. 

180"8. Jan. 8, Ther. 55° 
9, 61 

21, 60 56° 

Feb. 8, 56 43 

12, 79 62 

March 21, ·63 55 
28, 86 

The days selected are the warmest and coldest in the 
1*1espective months. 

April 2, Trees were in leaf • 

. I~, Peas in pod. 
May 2, Green. peas at table. Strawbetries ripeJ' 

16, Mulberries ripe. 
June 19, Roasting ears ( of corn) at table .. 

Lettuce and ca..bbage stan4 well all winter, 
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This extensive territory was originally claimed by the 
state of Georgia, and, in 1795, the legislature of that state 
sold 22,000,000 of acres of land in it for 500,000 dol
lars ; but the act authorizing the sale was objected to by 
a succeeding legislature. The sale was declared null and 
void, and the records relative to it were publicly burnt. 
It was claimed by the United States, and, in 1800, erected 
into a territory. The inhabitants have lately petitioned to 
be admitted into the union as a state ; but the measure has 
not yet been decided on by congress. 

, The territory is at present divided into 11 counties and 
2 tmvns, and contains 40,352 inhabitants, of whom 17,088 
are slaves, and 240 free negroes. The Indian population 
is about 40,000 more; and some of the tribes, it is said, 
look forward to be admitted into the union as citizens of 
the United States. 

The pi-;incipal settlements in this 'territory are along the 
Mississippi river. NAT c HE s is the capital, and contains 
1511 inhabitants. Adams county in this district contains 
5,030 inhabitants, Wilkinson county 5,068, and Madison 
cpunty 4,699; but the greater part of the settlers are scat
tered throughout the land, and it · is said that few of the 
plantations exhibit any thing like neatness, being even 
without fences to protect the crops. 

The l)rincipal produce is Indian corn and cotton. Some 
wheat, rye, and oats are raised. Rice is cultivated in the 
river swamps, and indigo and sugar-cane are cultivated to 

a considerable extent. 
The principal manufactures are household stuffs, prin-

cipally of cotton. 
The trade to the westward is through the medium of 

the Mississippi. To the eastward, the surplus produce, 
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consisting principally of corn, beef, and ipork, finds a ~1\liar

ket in Mobile and Pensacola. Vessels drawi11g 13 or 14 
feet of water can go easier to Fort Stoddart than to New 

Orleans ; and it is said there are no material obstructions 

in the Tumbek by river 40 miles above Fort Stoddart. 

In the settlements com.tiguous to the Mississippi, society 

has made considerable -progress ; but, towards :the Mobile, 

they are so scattered, that they have no fixed character. 

There are :no colleges, no ,permanent schools, no regular 
,places of worship, no literary institutions, no towns, no 
good houses, ancl but Jew comfortable ones. There are 

few ~mechanics, and scarcely any professional 1men, except 
lawyers*. 

I ,shall conclude this ;chapter with a short account.of the 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

''this noble .river, which has been emphaticalily :termed' 

the Nile of America, though it is1 in factrmuofa :larger 1lhan 

that ',river, rises in a. lake, in latitude 48° ltG', and being 

joined by ,a great· tvariety of small streams, .it .passes: .thf 
falls of St~ Anthony, c29 feet in height, in latitude 45°~ 
where it is.little more than 100 yards wide.. From thenc~ 

it runs a course east ofsouth, and receives one considera~. 
'ble river from the west, and two from the east.; .and, in la~ 
titude 12°, it receives :the Ouisconsin, 'bf which there is .a 
communication with lake Michigan. · In latitude 39°, it 
receives the important Illinois river from ·the east, and, a 

few miles below, the 'Missouri from the west, ,being the 

m.c1in branch, and by far the longest, having been navigated 

* Pittsburg Navigatpr. 
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to the westward upwards of 3000 miles. -The waters· 
ahove this are clear, bu~ the Missouri is a muddy stream, 
and imparts its hue to the Mississippi. In latitude 3 7°, it 
forms a junction with the Ohio, which may be called the 
great eastern branch, as the Missouri js the western. There 
is now a vast .collection of waters, and it .rolls along with a 
majestic sweep, by a ser.penti11e course, through a vety va
riegated country, but, upon the whole" rather level ; and 
after receiving in its progress the Y awo and Black river 
frQU1-the east, and the St. Franqis, Arkansas, and Red ri
ver from the i\t'Y·est, besides innumerable small streams, 'it 
falls into the gulph -of Mexico, 118 miles below New Or
le~ns ; its whole length being upwards of 2500 miles. 

'rbe breadth of the river is various. At its junction 
with the M-issouri, it is about :half a mile, at the Ohio 
three-fourths, at Natches -one mile, at New Orleans a mile 
and a half, at its :~mtlet two miles ; but it varies considera
bly between these points. 

The quantity of water ;that is discharged by this mighty 
river is immense. :From the Missouri to the Ohio, it is 
about 15 feet deep ; from the Ohio to New Orleans 30 to 
60; and from thence to the gulph of Mexico, 30 to 40. 
The current is from three and a half to four miles an hour, 
and when high, somewhat greater. Assuming as a data, 
that the current is four miles an hour at its outlet, the 
breadth two miles, and the depth 40 feet, a calculation 
may be :made of the water discharged! It amounts to the 
astonishing quantity of 94 millions of gallons per second,. 
or 5640 millions per minute. 

The banks of the river above the Ohio, are pretty similar 

to those of that river. Below that, the country becomes 

11\0re level, an4 a considerable part of the way the river 
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runs on a ridge, formed by the earth carried down by the 
annual inundation. At some places it overflows its banks, 
during the freshets, to the amazing extent of 50 miles, prin
cipally to the westward ; and · part of this water never re
turns, but goes to the ocean by other channels. From 
New Orleans to Natches, these overflowihgs are prevented 
by a bank called a levee, and in all this distance the banks 
are well cultivated.. It is probable that this system will 
be adopted throughout the low country, in which case the 
very rich country on its :banks will support a vast· popula

tion, and rai:se an irrunen:se quantity of produce. 
The trade of this, :river is already very great, but it is 

small compared to what it ,vill be. The· settlement· of a 
country so rich, and So·· well supplied · with navigable ri
vers, under a form of government which guarantees equal 
rights to all, must bring forward surplus produce to a 
great extent, and,·• as· it must all find an outlet by this river, 
it will unquestionably constitute it the greatest commercial 
river, and New Orleans one of the· greatest depots in the 
universe. This· view suggests; even at this early period, of 
what importance it is to endeavour, by every means,, to 
clear the river of all obstructions, and to render the great 
city of New' Orleans as healthy ·and as comfortable as cir
cumstances will admit*. 

* The obstacles to the navigation -of this river are lessening every 
year. The steam .. boat, which I noticed at Pittsburg, has been start

ed between New Orleans and Natches, and is found to answer the 
purpose remarkably well. Little doubt remains, but that the line of 

steam-boats will be established to Pittsburg, and probably another to 
St. Louis; in which case these rivers will be all navigable uftwards 

with a degree of facility, that will ensure a return without a tedious 

passage by tlw Atlantic ports. The plan noticed for supplying New 
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I shall close this account of one · of the noblest rivers in 
the world; by the following pertinent remarks from the 
Pittsburg Navigator. 

'' What a .reverse in the :situation ofa trader, since the 
banks of the Mississippi have become the soil of the United 
States; since the governor of a republican people has been 
happily placed in the chair of, not one, but many tyrants,; 
since, in fact, he traffics with those to whom he looks up 
as friends, instead of those whose every glance was dire 
jealou?y and suspicion-whose demeanor, bombastic pride 
and ostentation ; whose pursuit and plan in trade was one 
continued system of bribery, fraud, and chicanery, from 
the first authority in the old, to the last in this their foreign 
government* ! What a reverse is the situation of you, 

Orleans with water, will be a most important improvement to the 
city, and, as the country settles up, it will be all drained, and it is to 
be hoped become quite healthy. 

* The following anecdote, copied from Schultz's Travels, affords 
some idea of the shameless corruption and villa.ny of the Spanish 
government. 

" At the lower encl of the town of St. Genevieve, is still to be seen 
the remains of a Spanish fort, which, being erected on an eminence, 
corresponded with that of Kaskaskias by signals. I was informed of 
a very singular transaction relative to the building of this fort. 

" It seems, after the fort was completed, the commandant had to 

wait upon the governor of the province to present his charges. 
They were accordingly presented, and amounted to 421 dolla1•s'. 
The governor, after examining the account, returned it to the com~ 
mandant, informing him there was some mistake. The commandd 
ant retired and examined it again, but, finding it entirely correct, 
presented it once more. The governor, on Jooking it over, inform~ 
eel him it was still incorrect, and advised him to consult with some 
friend, as he had omitted a figure or two. The ~ommandant then 
called upon a friend. to look oye1.• hi~ accounts with him, who 110 

. I • , 
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western Americans ! What a conquest gained !---A c011,, 
quest equal to a second revolution-a vast and almost un .. 
limited territory acquired without the loss. of a drop, of 
blood. Happy Columbians ! prosperity smiles-must 
smile-on all governments equally mild and . j:trst with 
yours!'; 

s.ooner 3aW the amount, than he hl.irst into. a loud laugh, and taking 
up a pen added an o to the s'l1m already stated. The comntandan't 

presented his accounts the third· time; when his excellency replied, 

that it was not quite right yet. Th€ commandant was amazed ! bqt 

what was his astonishment, when he related the affair t-o his fdend, 
to see him add another o to the last sum, making it 42,-10.0 instead 

of 421 ! On presenting the account the fourth time it was graciously 

received; and for the discharge of the whole a very small part was 
paid· to the commandant. 





89 87 86 

Scale ef Xiw. 
2fi•0Fllffli"ilmilii,j° :!~1mrum1011n,~

0 

I 39 

JP a '!!° t 

L2 

JJrawn, qyJ.Mdish. 

8.'> 

8 

i . 
i 

83 

7 

)[ ({}) 

-·-·-·- - -·-·-·-·-·-·-· ... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

s E .E 

6 

sc. 



KENTUCKY. 177 

CHAPTER XIX. 

·Leave Louisville,-lJiiddleton,-Shelbyville ,-Frankfort,, 
Versailles -Lexington. · 

DURING my stay at Louisville, the threatened Indian 
war was the general topic of conversation, and the inhabi
tants here were not so sanguine as those at Cincinnati .. 
They thought there would certainly be fighting, though 
they did not apprehend there would be any serious battle; 
and they had no fear ,vhatever that any part of Kentucky 
would be disturbed. Captain Baen, my fellow-passenger, 
assured me, when we were on the river, that there was un
questionable evidence of the Indians being stirred up by 
the British, and I found this to be the current belief here, 
torroborated by captain Ball, of Virginia, who was an 
~fficer in general Wayne's army. He represented the 
Indians, in that quarter, as dastardly, treacherous, cruel 
wretches, who, if they came to action, ought to get no 
fi!Uarter, as they had not the smallest cause for quarret 
Colonel Boyd had embarked with his regiment 14 days 
before, and no apprehension was entertained, as to the re
sult of a rencounter, if one took place. Captain Baen was 
waiting for a brother officer, and intended to set out in a 
few days, on horseback, to join the army at Vincennes*. 

* This amiable officer was unfortunately killed, in a battle with 

the Indians, some time a:fter. 

VOL. JI. z, 
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The principal assemblages of hostile Indians were on the 
,vabash, 100 miles above that post. It was not supposed 
that any material mischief would be done by the ~ndians, 
except in some straggling settlements on the road, between 
the Prophet's town and Fort Malden, iµ Canada, between 
which places an active intercourse was kept up. 

l.Iaving purchased a handsome mare, for which I paid 
25 dollars, I bade adieu to the captain and my French 
travelling companion, and set out for Lexingto11 on the 
22d of September, at 8 o'clock, along with captain Ball, 
and some otp.~r gentlemen. ' 
· Some rain liad fallen, which rendered. the road a little 

:t.npddy, but it was pretty good otherwise, and ledthrougb 
a very :dch, level country for 2 miles, when :we_ cross~d 
Bear Grass cree~, where there are some mills. In out 
way we s~w a number of small ponds, which sufficiently 
account for the prevalence of the fever and ague. Land, .. 
we were told, was held as high as 20 to 50 dollars un
i_mproved, and a great deal of it is held on speculation, 
which operates very much against the clearing and draining. 
of the com1try. 

The country rises a little to. th~ eastward. We passed 
a number of very rich farms in our way to. Middkton, 12 . 
miles distant from Louisville. 

MIDDLETON consists of 40 or 50 dwelling~houses,and 
is on the head waters of Bear Grass creek. Land is held 
at about 10 dollars per acre. 

Here my fellow-traveller, who was troubled with. the 
ague, was seized with.a .fit, and I was obliged to ~vel··on 
alone. The country beyond this got more hilly, and per~ 
fectly healthy, to Shelbyvil}e, 20 miles from lVIiddleton, 
where I stopped all night. 
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SHELBYVILLE is the capital of Shelby county, and 
contains 424 inhabitants. The country is fertile round it, 
and the town is improving. They have no church, but 
tducation is well attended to, and the people are civil and 
discreet. Several manufactures are established, and thriv-. 
ing; principally of hemp and wool. Cotton and wool 
spinning by machinery. are contemplated. The people 
here, arid from hence to Louisville, afe all clothed in home
made manufactures. Land in the neighbouthoood sells 
for 8 dollars. 

September 23d. I fell in here with a gentleman fr01h 
Georgia, and we ,agreed to travel together to Frankfort. 
We passed Clear creek at the end of the town, and took 
a near road through the woods, which, like the other ori
ginal roads through this country, winds along the top of 
a dry ~idge. The morning was fine! and our journey very 
pleasant; the country rich, and many of the farffi:s well·. 
cultivated. The foliage on the trees was beautifully tinted, 
and the choristers of the forest delighted us with their 
song. We passed several creeks, mostly dried up, and 
reached a tavern 13 miles from Shelbyville, romantically 
situated at the foot of a hill, with a creek winding along 
right before the house. Here we stopped to breakfast. 

After breakfast, we travelled about a. mile to Benson 
creek, which runs in· a very deep valley, with steep lime. 
stone banks. We descended into this valley, and travelled 
through a very romantic country' crossing the creek seve
ral times in our progress, and at 1 o'clock reached FRANKc 

FORT, the capital of Kentucky, 6 miles from where we 

stopped to breakfast. 
I immediately waited on colonel Greenup, the late go-, 

vernor, to whom I had a letter of introduction, and he 
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very politely carried me to see every thing of consequence 

in the town. The state.,house is a handsome edifice of 
I , 

stone, and · the apartments are convenient for transacting 

the public business. The penitentiary is somewhat upon 

the plan of the state-prison of Philadelphia, and is under 

soch excellent management, that the institution supports 

itself by a judic~ous application of. the labour, of the con~ , 

victs. They were at this time 34 in number. Various 

mechanical branches were carried on; but the convicts. 

were mostly employed in sawing· marble in· the. open yard. 
Here one wort(~y was pointed out to us, whose offence 

was gouging. The law for that offence is strictly put i11 

execution, and is imprisonment for not less than 2, and 
not more than l O yearn, with a fine of not more· than l 000 

dollars, of which two-thirds goes to the sufferer. That 

crime, we were informed, is not now so common as for. 

merly, as a number of the quarrelsome miscreai1ts have 

adopttd· the practice of stabbing, before noticed., The cri-
111it;ial code of this state has been lately arranged on a new 

plan, and is now considered very judicious; and this, to

g~ther with the natural progress of civilization, will tend 

to purge the dross from Kentucky, and establish her cha

racter among the other states for. virtue and good morals. 

Criminals of all descriptions are admitted, except those 

eonyicted, of murder of the first degree, which is punished 

with death. We saw sonie very' handsome specimens. of 

marble, from the banks of the Kentucky riv~r. Many of 

the ·slabs were ·variegated with the impression of leaves of 

trees, and one had the exact resemblance of a bird on it. 

From the penitentiary we passed to. the cotton-bagging 

nmnufactorv ; and thence to the river where a chain 
~ ' . . '' ' ' 
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bridge was building ; but its progress was suspended for 
want of 'funds. 

The river here runs in a deep bed, with steep limestone 
banks, and is about 80 or 90 yards wide: It is navigable 
in freshets about 200 miles ; but the navigation is much 
obstructed, and very uncertain. It has its source at the 
south-east corner of the state, among the mountajns., 

I spent the evening v~ry much to my satisfaction, in 
company with governor Greenup, and, by his assistance, 
compiled materials for the following short account of this 
place. 

FRANKFORT is situated in a small plain, with high land 
to the east, a pretty high hill to the north-east, and the: 
Kentucky river bounds it on the other sides, running in 
the forin of a half moon. It ·is neatly laid out, the stree~s 
crossing one another at right angles, and tl)ey are mostly
all paved. It consists of about 150 houses, the- most of 
them handsomely built with brick, and, contains 1099 in
habitant~. The public buildings are the state-house and 
penitentiary aforesaid, and a bank. A theatre and church 
are building. 

There is a considerable commerce in the produce of the 
country on the river; and, till of late, a great many Eng
lish goods were sold; but, in consequence of the low 
price of produce, the inhabitants have been obliged to 
make their own clothing, and a spirit for domestic manu
factures now prevails amongst all classes of the people. · 
Two manufactories of cotton-bagging have been recently 
established, and are doing well ; and two rope-walks, a 
tobacco factory, and several carding machines are also in 
operation. A number of branches of manufactures could 
be established here to advantage, the chief of which are 
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beer ah~ porter brewing, which tnust :go hand in hand 
"'ith a manufacture of glass bottles ; carding and spinning 
of. cotton, and, connected with this, wire for cards. A 
stocking manufactory, on a small scale, would succeed; 
and there are probably some others. Mechanics can make 
from one to two dollars per day, and boarding is very 
low. 

Iri the state of society there is. considerable room for im
provement.1 A ,great many of the young men are addicted 
fo gaming, a v.ice that generally leads. to others of a more 

serious nature ; but indeed the waste of precious time, 
, which Dr. Franklin very appropriately terms "the stuff 

that life's made of," is bad enough in itself. Howe:yer, as 
information begins to be amply diffused, particularly among 
the fair sex, who may be termed the sweeteners of life, it 
is to be hoped th~ young men, and the more advanced in 
years too, will bend their attention to virtuous industry,. 
which 'has its certain reward ; ·while that of gaming is not 
only precarious, but whatever is gained by it is more than 
lost to the possessor, being far outbalanced by the evils 
attending it. 

With a view of correcting this vice a nun~ber of citizens 
attempted to establish a public library, bu( it not succeed.:.. 
ing, they have subscribed to build a theatre; in order to 
form an amusement for the ladies, presuming, I think very 
correctly, that a number of the most virtuous of the gen
tlemen will be found in the ladies' company. , 

A seminary has been erected for the instruction of young 
ladies, and another for young men. 

The country round Frankfort is rough and hilly, and 
one can hardly visit the place without expressing sutprisei 
how the citizens made choice of it for the seat of goven1-
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lll.~J.it, when there are so many 'situations, far more eligible 
and more central in the state. . , 

September 24. My former travelling companion, cap.
tain. Ball, having come forward, we travelled together to 
Versailles, l3 miles from Frankfort. rhe country for six 
miles is, rough and stony:, but there are some small tracts 
of good land in it. At the end of six miles we came to a 

very fine spring of pure w.ater, issuing from · the limestone 
rock. Heyond this the soil is very fine all the way to. V KR .. 

SAILLEs, whichis situated in the midst of a charming coun
try. Versailles is handsomely laid out, and contains488fa
habitants. Several brick buildings were erecting, and the 
town appeared to be in, a thriving ~tate. There · is a. pretty 
good. court-house in the town, and Woodford academy be
ing situated in it affords a good opportunity for the edu
cation of youth. 

The lands in the neighbourhood are exceedingly beau
tiful, and well cultivated ; the price of land rourtd the 
town is from 10 to 20 dollars per acre. Provisions of 
every kind are very cheap. 

The country here is generally healthy, but there has 
been a little sickness this season, owing to the great heat, 
this having been the hottest summer in the remembrance 
of the oldest inhabitants. 

I left Versailles at 2 o'clock, and had a most agreeable 
ride of 13 miles t<? Lexington. The country was really 
beautiful, and the improvements, which have been nearly 
all made within 20 years, present a most pleasing picture 
of the progress of society. There are finely cultivated 
fields, rich gardens, and elegant mansions, principally of 
brici~ j all the vv a.y. Land in the natural state is easily 
cleared, for, notwithstanding the richness of the soil, the 
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timber is mostly small and thin ; and there are few sitmt
tions in which the price of wood will not pay for th€ 
clearing. 

I was pretty well prepared, by previous information, for 
the view of Lexington, but it did exceed my expectations. 
The scite of the town is agreeably uneven, with sufficient 
slopes to carry off the water. The . streets are wide and 
airy, crossing one another at right angles; and the build
ings, being mostly all of brick, the whole is as handsome, 
as far as. it extends, as Philadelphia; and the country round 
is much handsomer than that round the latter city .. · As, I 
passed along the streets I observed the' people all busy, hav~ 
ing a glow of health, and an animation in their faces, indi
cative of a healthy climate, and a plentiful country. I 
lodged at Postlethwaite's tavern. 
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CHAPTER·XX. 

Lexington. 

I FOUND myself at first in a singular dilemma here. I 
had resolved, at setting out, to pay particular attention to 
Lexington, and yet it so happened that I had not a letter of 
introduction to a person in the place, except to one gen
tleman, and he was from home. I had got very particular 
letters of introduction to gentlemen in Pittsburg and Louis
ville, who were well acquainted in ,Lexington; and it was ex
pected that I could have been furnished with letters from 
both, but neither of them were at home, and I was thus 
disappointed. 

Luckily, however, there were a number of Georgians in 
the town, and I fell in with an old acquaintance from Savan
nah. He introduced me to Mr. Jordan, the postmaster, 
and to this gentleman's kind attention I was much indebt
ed, in every respect; but particularly for assisting me in 
procuring the information that I was more immediately in 
quest of. 

In the morning we went to the market, which was as 
well supplied with provisions as that of Philadelphia, and 
the prices very reasonable. A few of them may be quoted : 
flour 2 dollars per cwt., meal 40 cents, potatoes 25 per 
bushel, turnips 16, beans 12} per peck, onions 6!, beef 3 
per pound, mutton 83 per side, veal 1 dollar per side, ba
r.on from 6 to 8 cents per pound, venison 25 per ham, fowls 
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from 12! to 16 per pair, ducks 25 to 33 per pair, geese 33 

each, turkeys from 25 to 50, cheese 12f per pound, butter 
12}, eggs 6} per dozen. 

From the market ,ve went through several rope-walks, 

where we found a number of. blade fdlows busily employ-
. ed; and from th¥nce we went to see a cotton-bagging ma
nufactory belonging t~ a Mr. Brand, from Dundee. Here 
we found a thriving establishmen~. Two men were at 

work dress~ng; . tb.e hemp; som<t b.oys w~re spinning; 
q\1d :;i. mJrnb~J," Qf IJ.lt]I a.n.d. boys were b1.,isy weaving. The 
n.u,mp(:r of bq])d)S w:~, 23, all under th~ d»;ectiou ef a]il 

o:v:ers~er ; evei:y thing was going on. like clock-work... Mr. 
]3rand iI.l,fonued us that they produced 120 yard&. of bag .. 
ging :p,ei: dcty, a.t 3.3-} cent~, per yard, and the price of th~ 
hemp. was, 4 dolJ:i.r~ l?er cwt. In. the evening Wtl hacilr ~ 
:paxtr at ~-13nind's, qp.~l twas yery mn,ch ple~ed. with 
t_he- at,tenti011, $0. u.1:ie4.pectedly shown· inf~... vV ~ w,ent in a 
body to the theatre. The performers acted v~ry well, btlt 
tbere was a; deficiei),CY Qf actresses, and one o( the . nien 
haµ to. play ct. female character;, ·which did not suit my t~ 

10.i a.II~ This, cornp~n;x are to plai he.re,, at Frankfort, ®d 
I . ·11 at, . ~QU;l~V:Ip,e., , 

Through the medium: of Mr. JordaH and Mr. Brand~ I 
was. intr9duc;ed to many o$tffS;; ~pd, soon became as. fa.iw,' 
liar with Lexington as I was with New York; but, as, l 
mu~t c;Qndense my obse:rvatjons, the remmning, inform~tnon 
will b~: found in the following general, ac~ouµtr., 

LE XJ.N c To N- is th~ seat of justice 0£ Fayette county, and 
i~ ~ituated in the h~_mt of a most be:.=\utifo.l country, oni a 
branch of Elkho~n river. It is one Qf the earliest settle
tn~nt~ in th~ westem country, and, i& coeval. with the. battltZ 
of Lexington, the riews of which having reac,hed the early, 



settlers, they cortferred on it the present name. It has since 
flourished irt a wonderful degree, artd ho'w contains 432$ 
inhabitahts. By the census of 1800, it contained 2400, so 
that it has nearly doubled its population in 10 years; and 
as it is progressing in ma1iufactures and wealth, and the 
adjoining country rapidly settling up, there is every proba;. 
bility that it ,~::ill increase in tlie sah1e ratio for a conside:ra,. 
ble tiine to come. Lexington has a very neat cotirt .. house, 
market-house, jail, four churches, and a bank. There is a 
very excellent seminary of learning, under the management 
df special trustees, ,vhich is supported by about 70,0dO 
acres of land; and there is a J1ublic library, a valuable esta
blishment, With a youth's library atta.ched to it. Three 
newspapers are published ih the town, m1d papers ate re., 
ceive'd: by mail from all quarters bf the union. There rife 
a titttnbe:r of valt.uible ma11ufactories; aiid a steam.:rtiill ,vas 
recently put in motion; Which is of great advantage to the 
town arid neighbourhood. There are fout principal ta~ 
VmiS, all tmde:t good management, and there are about BO 
ret~il sfotes, and two book .:sfores.-

The principal manufactures of Lexingt011 are of hemp, 
fo \vhich the labour df tlie black people is well adapted, 
and of which the eo1mtry yields amazing crops·, at the 
low pi'iee·of 4· dollars per cwt.; being at the rate of£ 18 
sterlirrg per ton. There aire 13 extensive rope-walks, five 
bagging nianufactories, and otie of duck. The manufac
ture& of hemp alone are estimated at 500,000 doHars. The: 
othet prh1cipal rnanufaetories, are eight cotton factories, three 
Woollen manufact6rics, and an oil-doth factory. The other 
professions are, masons and stone-cutters, brick-makers, 
carpenters, cabinet-makers, coopers, turi1ers, machine~ma
kers, smiths, nailors, copper and tinsmiths, bra$s-fo11.nders, 
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gun;.smiths, silversmiths, watch-makers, tam1ers, cunier.s; 
saddlers, boot and shoemakers, butchers, bakers-, brewers, 
distillers, stocking-makers, dyers, taylors, tobacconists, 
soap-boilers, candle-makers, brush-makers, potters, pain
ters, confectioners, glovers and breeches-makers, straw bon
net-makers, and hatters. As the place is rapidly increas
ing, manufactures are so of course; workmen are mostly 
ahvays in demand, the more so as industrious journeymen 
very soon become masters. 

The · following branches could be established, or increas
ed : frame smith-work, connected with the manufactory of 
stockings, upholstery, chaise and chair-making, piano-fortes. 
And the following branches are susceptible of augmentation 
to a great extent: cotton, woollen, and hemp. The mate
rials for these are to be procured on the spot. Hemp has. 
been noticed ; sheep, both common and merino, thrive ·re
markably well; and.cotton of an excellent quality is brought 
over land from Tennessee at 2} to 3 cents per· pound. 

Journeymen mechanics are scarce ; they can earn from 
1 to 1 dollar 50 cents per day, and be boarded for l 50 to 
2 dollars per week. • 

Lexington is a general market : the principal articles for 
export, and the prices when I was there, were as follows : 
wheat 50 cents per bushel, rye 40, oats 16, barley 30, 
whisky 25 to 33 per gallon, peach-brandy 33 to 40, cyder 
4 dollars per barrel, beer 8 dollars, salt 1 dollar 25 cents 
per bushel, hemp 3 50 to 5 dollars per cwt., tobacco 1 50 
to 2 dollars, good horses 50 to 100 dollars each, cows 12 
to 20 dollars, sheep 1 25 to 1 dollar 50 cents, ~egroes ( q, 
black trade), from 14 to 30 years of age, 350 to 400 dol
lars, cordage 8 to 10 cents per pound, town lots, 66 feet 
in front, and 219 deep, from 2000 to 3000 dollars, fire. 
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wood 1 dollar per load ; houses ( containing four good 
rooms) 100 to 200 dollars per annum; houses for mecha
nics 30 to 50 dollars; but that class have mostly houses 
of their own. 

The state of society is much improved in Lexington. 
Education is well attended to, and there are pretty good 
~chools. Perhaps the church is not on a footing with the 
sentiments of the people, which are very liberal on the 
subject of religion. They are polite and affable in_ their 
manners, and are hospitable in a high degree. They are 
high-spirited, independent, and republican in their senti-

• 
ments; and, as might be expected from a-people sprung from 
Virginia, they are warm admirers of Mr. Jefferson, whose 
inaugural speech I· saw elegantly printed on white silk, 
and hung up in the hall of Mr. Posthlewaite's tavern. 
· The police of the town is supported. by the rent of the 

market and public grounds, and by a property tax, of 
from 12 to 20 cents per 100 dollars. It is under the 
management.of 13 trustees and a president, whose power 
extends one mile round the centre of the town. The 
streets are nearly all paved, and this important object for 
the comfort of the town will soon be entirely accomplish
id, as two-thirds of the inhabitants can compel the re
maining third to agree to it. 

I have already noticed that the country round Lexing
ton is remarkably fertile and well cultivated. This de
sirable tract extends nearly 20 miles round the town, and 
is capable of maintaining nearly half a million of inhabi
tants ; so that it will probably become very popu
lous. It is the most beautiful tract of land I ever 
saw. The prices may be quoted as follows: land in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Lexington 200 dollars per 
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acre; from thence to the distance of one mile, 180 dollars; 
to one mile and a half, l 00 ; to two miles, 50 ; to two and 
a hc'tlf miles 30 ; to three miles, 25 ; to four miles, 20; to 
eight, from 20 dollars to 12. Very little good land is now to 

be had under. 12 dollars per acre. 
I was introduced to one of the early settlers, who told me 

he saw th~ first tree cut down here, and has noticed the 
progress of the place ever since. He observed that the 
climate was very different from that beyond the mountains. 
Heat and cold. did . not go to extremes, the thermometer 

in summer seldom being above 80°, or in winter below 
25°; for six months in the year it ranges about 56°. July 
and August are the warmest months.. There has been 
more sultry days this 'summer than he has ever seen. An 
English gentleman, who has been settled here for sotne 
time, told me emphatically, that the western country had 
an .English climate, but being a few degrees farther to the 
south than England~ it was upon the whole a few degrees 
warmer,- which was so much h1 favour of the country. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Tennessee. 

THIS being the southern extremity of my journey, I 
shall before leaving Lexington devote a chapter to the 
state of 

TENNESSEE. 

This state is situated between 35° and 36° 30' north 
latitude, and 4° 33' and 13° 23' west longitude. It is- 420 
miles long and 104 broad; containing an area of 43,200· 
square miles, or 27,648,000 acres. 

The state of Tennessee is marked by bold features. It 
is washed by the Mississippi on the west, and the fine 
rivers, Tennessee and Cumberland, pass through it by 
very serpentine courses. The western part is mostly 
level; the middle, like Kentucky, hilly but not mountain
ous; the eastern part, known by the name of East Tennese 
see is wholly among the mountains. These mountains 
are a continuation of the ridges which pass through the 
northern states, and are said to be very beautiful; the 
country among them forming the most delightful residence 
of any in the state, in consequence of which it is rapidly 
settling. Besides the principal rivers already alluded to, 
there are a great number of lesser rivers and small streams,. 
but they are all tributary to the Tenne~ee an<l Cumber-
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land, except a few of no great length that run into the 
Mississippi. None of the waters in this state run t~ the 
eastvilard, but the head waters of the Tennessee interlock 
with the rivers of Georgia, which determines the boundary 
between those states and North Carolina to be the highest 
land in this part of the United States. 

Iron ore is found in abundance in this state, and a con
siderable part of the country is, like Kentucky, bedded on 
limestone. Copperas, alum, nitre, lead, and some silver 
have been found ; and pit-coal is supposed· to be plenty 
through the state, but, owing to the quantity of wood, it is 
not much sought for. Saltpetre is an article of commerce, 
and there are several salt-springs which supply the state 
with that necessary article. Some other mineral springs 
have been discovered. 

The soil is different in· different parts of the country. 
In East Tennessee the land is good along the banks of the 
river, and in the valleys; the mountains are poor in soil, 
but they afford good pasture for sheep and cattle. In.the

1 

middle part, the soil is pretty similar to that in Kentucky, 
m~d the low lands in the western parts are composed of a 
rich black vegetable earth. 

The climate in East Tennessee, among the mountains, 
is delightful. The heats of summer are so tempered by the 
mountain air, that in point of climate this is among the 
most desirable residences in all the United States. The 
middle part has a climate very similar to Kentucky, but, 
being farther to the south, it is warmer, and more con
genial to the culture of cotton, and other articles raised in 
the southern states. The western part being low, the.air 
in summer is hot and moist, and the people are a good 
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deal subject to fever and ague, and bilious fever, during 
the fall. 

Tennessee originally belonged to the state of North 
Carolina, and began to settle in 1765 In 1789 the ter4 
ritory was ceded by that state to the United States; and in 
1796 it was admitted into the union, and a state constitu
tion was adopted. It sends two senators and three repre
sentatives to congress; but, in consequence of the increase 
of population, the number of representatives lvill now be 
considerably increased. 

The state is divided into East and West Tennessee. 
East Tennessee is only about one-fourth of the state, and 
is subdivided into 17 counties, containing 101,367 inhabi
tants, of whom 9,376 are slaves. West Tennessee is sub
divided into 21 counties, containing 160,360 inhabitants, 
of whom 35,159 are slaves; in all 261,727, being nearly 
six to the square mile. 

The principal towns are KNOXVILLE,in East Tennessee, 
and :Nashville, in West Tennessee. Knoxville is the seat 
of government, and contains about 1000 inhabitants. Nash
ville is situated on the Cumberland river, and is a place of 
considerable commerce; particularly in dry goods, groce
ries, and cotton. There are a considerable number of 
smaller towns, but they are of no great importance. 

The great business, of the state is agriculture. Cotton 
forms a sort of staple commodity, particularly in the 
western part of the state. The other produ~ts are the 
same as in Kt:'.ntucky. 

The whole of the people throughout the state are cloth
ed in domestic manufactures, which have been encouraged 
by premiums from the legislature. I have not heard of 
any cotton manufactories upon a large scale, but the 
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subjed will doubtless be attended to, as the cotton 'here is 
of a very superior quality, and being far from a market, it 
would be attended with great benefit to the state to fabri~ 
cater it into different sorts of goods, by machinery. The 
principal exports in West Tennessee are by the Missis~ 
sippi to New Orleans, and consist of cotton, tobacco, 
flour, &c. From the eastern part they carry considerable 
quantities of cattle to the Atlantic ports. 

Tennessee being principally settled from the Carolinas, 
Virginia, and Georgia, with a considerable number of New 
Englanders and foreigners, the state of society is much 
diversified. They are improvjng in civilization. Educa
tion is pretty generally attended to ; and there is little 
doubt but this will become a very interesting state. The 
people of this state having the example of the confusion 
Which took place in Kentucky, about land titles, before 
their eyes, adopted a plan to prevent all difficulties on this 
subject, and it has been of great advantage to the state, as 
it has held it out an inducement to many of the emigrants 
to pass over Kentucky and settle in it; but, as the land 
laws in Kentucky will soon assume a secure form, this 
advantage will not be of long duration, and the principal 
increase of population hereafter is to be looked for from 
the Carolinas and Georgia. 

The genius of the people in the new states, may be 
gathered in part from a perusal of their state constitutions. 
Havihg nothing to clog their intellect on the subject of 
government, which is the most important of all earthly con-

. cerns, it may be fairly presumed that the constitution will 
embrace the sentiments of ·a considerable majority of the 
people. 
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The constitution of this state declares, that all power 
is inherent in the people-that all men have a right to 
worship God according to the dictates of their consciences, 
and that no preference shall ever be given by law to any re
ligious establishment.-that elections shall be free ancl 
equal ;-and that the trial by jury shall remain inviolate~ 

The government is legislative, executive, and judicial.
The legislature consists of representatives and senators, who 

are chosen for two years, and must be possessed of 200 

acres of land in the county for which they are chosenn 
The governor must be possessed of 500 acres of land, and 
is also elected for two years. All free males of 21 years 
of age, who pZ!.y taxes, have a vote. The judiciary is 
vested in such superior and inferior courts as. the legisla
ture _may appoint; the judges are appointed by the legisla~· 
ture, and hold their offices during good behaviour, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Leave Lexington,-P aris ,-Blue Lick ,-lJTashington,-
Liniestone. 

HAVING finished my inquiries at Lexington, I inti. 
mated to my friends that I must depart. I was urged to 
stay a few days longer, in order to be introduced to some 
of the leading men of the place; but I had a long journey 
to perform, the season \-vas advancing, and every hour was 
precious. Finding me deaf to their hospitable entreaties, 
a few of them told me they would accompany me as far 
as Paris, 22 miles distant. " Up higher yet, my bonnet," 
thinks-I-to-111.yself; this is really a contrast to the situation 
I was in the first evening I reached Lexington. 

VVe got all ready, and set out on horseback, five in 
number, on the 29th of September, at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon. The weather was clear and. beautiful. The 
thermometer stood at 58°. A fine road leads from .Lex
ington, and the lands and houses are similar to those on 
the west side, already described. A few miles from the 
town,, we met governor Scott, in company with another 
gentleman, who, I was told, would be candidate for go
vernor at the ensuing election. My friends were acquaint- · 
ed with them both, and I was introduced of course; but 
our situation did not admit of any conversation, except 
the ordinary compliments usual on such occasions. 

At 8 o'clock, we reached Paris, \Yhere we spent the 
evening in a very social manner. 
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PARIS stands on elevated ground, on the south fork of 

Licking creek, on which there are several manufactories 

of cotton, wool, and hemp. The houses are built partly 

of brick, and partly of wood, and some few are of free .. 

stone. They are about 120 -in number, and the inhabi

tants amount to 838. Paris is the capital of Bourbon 

county, and contains the court-house. The other public 

buildings are a presbyterian meeting-house, an academy, 

and jail. 

The country round is perfectly healthy, and pretty well 

improved. Land is worth 13 dollars per acre, and, if 

highly improved, it is worth 20 dollars. Unimproved land, 

5 or 6 miles from town, is worth about 10 dollars. 

September 30th. This morning I rose early, and found 

there had been a little frost during the night, the first I 

have perceived this season. We had an early. breakfast, 

and, parting with my friends with sentiments of mutual 

regard, I set out on my journey at 8 o'clock. The day 

was now clear, warm, and agreeable, and I enjoyed sweet 

meditation through this pleasant country. I passed a creek 

.at the end of the town, and found a number of settlements 

between it and Millersburg; after passing which, the coun

try became very rough, and the soil poor, increasing in 
sterility until it is almost a barren. I reached Licking 

creek about 3 o'clock, and stopped for dinner at the house 

of Mr. Ballingal, a Scotsman, from Fifeshire. 

I intended to stop only a few minutes; but Mr. Ballin

.gal 1,vas not to be treated in that way by a countryman. 

He stripped my horse, and put it into the stable, and I 

was obliged to stay all night; by which means I had an 

opportunity of examining the salt-springs at the Blue Li,elc, 
situated at this place. - . 
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The spring is ·very copious ; but it is so slightly im. 

pregnated with salt, that it requires 800 gallons to make 

a bi1shel; whereas, at the Kanhaway springs, from 90 to 

130 gallons make a bushel. On this account, the springs 
here are not now worth working, and lVIr. Ballir1gal only 
kept the kettles at work until he could .find other employ
ment for his hands. The spring, however, has valuable 
medicinal qualities, and will probably become useful in a 
medical point of view. 'l'he ,vater has been analyzed, 
and was. found to contain (besides the salt) magnesia, sul
phur, and fixed air; but I did not learn in what propor
tions .. · It is, at present, muchfrequent-ed ·by invalids. 

In descending the Ohio, I took notice of a certain Mr. 
Ashe, whose book had come under my observation; and 
1 found it to be a representation so very different from the 
truth, that I began to conclude it ,vas a fiction; more 
especially as I could not trace -the gentlemal'1, although I 

had made several inquiries about him. But Mr. Ballingal 
t9ld 111.e:he had breakfasted at his house, and to that cir

cumstance his book is indebted for a second notice, the 
only ori.e I intend to take of it. Such a ,vork, indeed, is 
not worth a refutation, to those ,vho know the country 
he fraveUed through ; but the greater part of his readers 
'will never have an opportunity of examining and judging 
for themselves. By these it may be contended~ that the 
remarks of l\!Ir. Ashe are as likely to be con-ect as those

which contradict them ; but it is a· fortunate circumstance 
for the cause of truth,· that such writers as Mr. Ashe 

sometimes draw conclusions, which time so woefully be

lies, that they stand convicted of the most glaring incon
sistencies-I am almost tempted to call them by anothet 
name~ 
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On this state,, Mr. Ashe observes, that " on the road 
from Paris . to Lexington, he found the country cultivated 
in the proportion of 1 to 1000." I found it cultivated in 
the proportion of I to 3 ; .but·it may be said, I travelled 
a few years after Mr. Ashe, and a great part of the culti
vation had taken place in the interim. Be it so ; but how 
will that comport with the opinion of Mr. Ashe, that Lex
ington would decline in population ? In what light does 
this author stand, ·when it is found that the state of Ken~ 
tucky has nearly doubled her population in 10 years, in 
spite of th,e following sage remark : " The stat~ of Ken
tucky is not likely to increase in populatioi:i. I may even 
be nearer the truth in saying, it will decrease, and rapidly 

decline!!" The book, I perceive, was published by sir 
Richard Phillips ; but I believe sir Richard is a man of 

business, and considers it a correct principle TO PUBLISH 

ANY THING THAT WILL SELL! 

October 1st. I could not get away from my frienp.ly 
host till past 10 o'clock. The ground, after leaving the 
salt lick, is almost a perfect barren, and l Jare of trees: a 

circumstance occasioned, it is supposed, by the treading 
of the buffaloes g;oing to drink the salt water. Se:ven miles 
from the spring, I passed a good tavern, on a creek, where 
there is a mill ; and here the land improves, and the im
provements increase towards WA s Hr N c To N, where I 
called on l\1r. John Macker, another Scotsman, and he 
hospitably detained me all night. 

Mr. l\1acker, being in the land business, gave me a 
great deal of information; but it is principally anticipated 
by what I have already stated. He was well acquainted 
with the land laws, and gave me a particular account of 
the difficulty that had arisen in land titles; but as all these 
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are in a fair way of being obviated, it is unnecessary t9 
submit them here in detail. 

WA s HIN c To N is the capital of Mason county, and is 
situated 4 miles from the Ohio river, in a high and rich 
country, but so deplorably defective in water, that they 
have sometimes to carry it on carts from the Ohio. It 
consists, principally, of one wide street, and the houses, 
which are mostly built of brick, are handsome. It con
tains 815 inhabitants, who are industrious and enterpriz. 
ing, a great proportion of them being employed in agri
culture. The public buildings are a court-house, jail, 
and academy. There are several manufactories of hemp, 
The lands round vVashington are good, and well cultivated. 
The ·whole of Mason county, indeed, is good soil ; . but it is 
more hilly than about Lexington, though the soil is equally 
rich and fertile. Land in the neighbourhood of the town, 
under cultivz1tion, sells at from 10 to 15 dollars per acre. 
Through the country, uncleared lands average about 6 

dollars. 
The town lots sell for about 100 dollars each, and the 

out lots at 40 dollars per acre. 
October 2d. The morning being very pleasant, I started 

at 6 o'clock, and journeyed_ on to Limestone, 4 miles 
distant. · The soil is very go~d all the way, and the coun
try being elevated, affords many fine views. It has been 
noticed, that the Ohio river runs in a deep valley. On 
approaching it, I had a delightful view of this beautiful 
stream, vvhich I never could behold without pleasing sen
sations. :From the brow of the hill I descended about 
300 feet, when I reached Limestone. 

I stopped 'here some little time, during ·which I saw a 
~entleman from New York bound to New Orleans, by 
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whom I sent a letter to my friend Mr. Kennedy; and,, 
meeting with a countryman from Kentucky bound to 
Chillicothe, we agreed to travel together. But before we 
proceed on our journ~y, I shall take a review Gf the large 
and very important state of Kentucky" 

VOL. IJ,, 
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OHAP'l~ER XXII. 

KE:NTUCKY 

Is situated between 36° 30' and 39° north latitude, and 
5° and 12° west longitude. Its greatest length is 328 miles, 

and its greatest breadth 183. Its area is 40,110 square miles, 

or 25,670,400 acres. 
1The face of the country is generally uneven, some of it 

rough and hilly ; and towards the east there are consift 
derable spurs of the Allegany Mountains, which divide the 

state from Virginia. The Ohio river washes the state to 

the north and north-west, 84 7. miles; and the Mississippi 
, on the west 5 7 ; the Cumberland and_ Tennes~ee rivers 

pass partly through it. Big Sandy river forms tire boun
dary line a considerable way on the east ; and Licki11g ri
ver, Kentucky river, Rolling river, and Green river are all 

very considerable streams. There is a vast variety of 

small streams, and the state has the appearance of being 
well watered ; but in some places it is not. The stratum 
under the soil is limestone, throughout the whole state; 

it has a great depth, and seems to be checkered with 

innumerable fissures, which let the water pass. On this 

account, there are some places where water is not to be 

found in smmner, and the gTeater part of the rivers have 

worn down their beds frotn 100 t-0 300 feet below the surp 

face of the earth. From the circumstance of the rivers 

being so confined between high banks) they roll down 
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their waters to a great depth in freshets; it is no uncom-. 
. mon thing for the Kentucky river to rise from 40 to 50 
feet. 

The state is said to be rather defective in iron, the 
most useful of all the metals ; but there are, notwithstand
ing, numerous iron forges. Marble is found in the state, 
but is not plenty ; coal is found in some plac-es ; and a fe"~ 
specimens of lead, copperas, and alum have been found 1 
limestone is a most plentiful commodity. There are va= 
rious mineral springs, but the most useful are the salt 
springs ; though they are now of less importance, since 
the discovery of the valuable salt-springs upon the Kan~ 
ha way. 

The soil in this state has all the gradations from the very 
best to the very worst, but there is, upon the· whole, a 
great body of good soil in the state. That part of it about 
Lexington has been already noticed ; and th<t notice of the 
climate there will also convey an idea of it for the whole 
central part of the state. Towards the south and west it be
comes more warm, to the north and east more cold; the 
climate is, upon the whole, very agreeable. 

Virginia once extended to the Ohio and Mississippi, 
and the territory of Kentucky then formed a part of that 
state. It was, however, unknown until 1754, when it was 
first explored by James M 'Bride. In 17 6 9, colonel Boone 
made further discoveries, and in 1773 the first permanent 
settlement was made by him and some others. In 177 5 
the Indian claim was purchased by treaty; in 1790 Ken~ 
tucky was, with consent of Virginia, formed into a sepa* 
rate state, and adopted a state constitution, which was revis 4 

ed and amended in 1799. The state was admitted into the 

\mion in 1792, and sends hvo senators and six representa"' 
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tives to congress ; the latter will now be nearly doubled, in 

consequence of the encrease of population .. 

The state is . divided into 5.4 counties, and contains, by 
last census, 406,511 inhabitants, of whom 80,561 are slaves, 

. and 1713 are free persons of colour. In 1800, the popu
lation was 220,955, _of whom 40,343 were slaves. The 
fohabitants have thus nearly doubled in 10 years, and 
now amount to about 11 per square mile. As the emi- · 

grations are still going on, and likely to continue, par

ticularly from the· southern states, the inhabitants will yet 
greatly encrease, though probably not so rapidly as here
tofore. The insecurity of the land-titles, and the· slave

trade, are so many barriers in the way with the people from 
the northern states, from whence there is the greatest de

gree of emigration ; and there being so much fine land to 

. the westward, a number of the poorer people will go there, 

where they can get land cheap. However, it is to be pre

sumed that this latter circumstance will have a tendency to 

jmprove the morals of the state, as it will purge it of many 
of the pioneers. 

The improvements in this state be~r testimony to the in
dustry of the inhabitants, ~d to the value of the institu

tions under which they thrive. · Besides those towns that 

have been already noticed, there are seven containing 400 

inhabitants and upwards; viz. Beardstown, 821; Win
chester, 538; Russelville, 532; Georgetown, 529; Ver
sailles, 488; Danville, 432; Newport, 413 : there are 10 

containing from 200 to 400; and 13 containing from 100 

to 200. From a slight review of the state, I would be in
clined to value the accumulated property at 150 million's 
of dollars, and, if that estimate be nearly correct, it shows 

that this people have not been idle during the last SO 
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years. This is exclusive of the ne_groes. Sarne calcula

tors would value them at 25 millions, but I do not like 

to put a value on human flesh ;· and, indeed, it is my opi
nion, that society, as Teague says, "gains a loss by them,'t 

in which case, they are of no value at all. 

Agriculture has made rapid progress in the state. The 
principal products have been noticed, so also · have the 

manufactures and commerce ; it now only remains to state 
the outlines of the constitutior1;, and to say a few w-ords on 
the state of society. 

The government consists of three parts; legislative, ex

ecutive, and judiciary. The legislature consists of a house 
of representatives, the members ot which are chosen annu

ally; and a senate, of which the members are elected for 
four years, one-fourth being chosen every year. Every 
free male above 21 years of age has a vote for the repre
sentatives, and also for th€ governor, who is elected for four 

years, and is ineligible to fill that office for seven years there-, 

after. The judiciary is vested in a supreme court, and such 
inferior courts m; may be appointed by law, and the judges 
hold their offices during good behaviour. The constitution 

declares, among others, the following fundamental principles : 
all power is inherent in the people ; all men have a right to 
worship God according to the dictates of their own con
sciences; all elections shall be free and equal; trial by jury 

shall be held sacred; printing presses shall be free. 
Society acting under these principles must improve, but 

there has been certain checks upon the civilization of Ken

tucky, which have no doubt retarded its progress; and a 

number of the blemishes have been laid hold of by pre

judiced foreigners, to misrepresent the people, forgetting 

that the blemishes they dwell on, ar~ _ the exceptions,-
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not the rule~ I also saw some of these exceptions, and I 
· heard of many. In the tavern where we lodged at Louis. 
ville, a room was appropriated to a gaming table, w~ich was 
kept g9ing night and day, without intermission ; and the 
gentry who occupied it spoke as if they had been obliged 
to depose every word upon oath. I was induced to look 
into it, on the suggestion of my travelling companion, but 
I could not stand· the scene a minute, for it became imme. 
diately associated in my mind with the horrible idea I had 
formed of hell, when I was at school. The oaths and im
precations of the company reminded me of the words at
tributed to the damned in the catechism-" they would 
roar, curse, and blaspheme;" and the fumes of tobacco, 
with which they were enveloped, wanted only a sprinkling 
9f brimstone to bear a very lively resemblance to "the 
smoke of their torment ascending up for ever and ever.'' 
At Frankfort I saw a vagabond in the penitentiary, who 
had picked out.his neighbour's eyes; and a man who sail
ed down the river with us, told me he saw a fight in which 
the combatants grappled one another with their teeth: one 
lost a lip, and the other his nose. There are all sad doingsi 
to be sure; but let it be remembered that they are outdone 
every day by transactions in the capital of a nation, wlzo 
think themselves the most polished on earth, and some of 
these even supported and encouraged by the "Corinthian 
capitals of polished society.'' 

In Kentucky, and, indeed, in the western country gene
.rally, there are a vast majority of civil, discreet, well-dis
posed people, who will hold the lawless and disobedient 
in check, and in time correct the morals of the whole. Sla
very is no doubt hurtful to society, but it is probably more 
ameliorated in this state than in any other part of the world. 
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Indeed· so much is tliis the case, that the blacks are gene
rally as well fed and nearly as well clothed as the white 
people; and it is qttestionable whether they work so hard. 
A gentleman of very excellent information told me that he 
did not think the produce of their labour was equal to their 
maintenance. To me it appeared that they were better fed, 
better lodged, and better clothed, than many of the peasant
ry in Britain. Still, however, slavery under any ameliora
tion, is a bitter draught, and though thousands in all ages 
ha~ been made to drink of it, it is no less bitter np. that 
account. " 'Tis thou, thrice sweet and gracious Lrn ER TY, 

whom all in public or private worship, whose taste is grate
ful, and ever will be so, till NA tuRE herself shall change 
.....;.no tint of words can spot thy snowy mantle, or chemic 
power turn thy sceptre into iron--with thee to smile up
on him as he eats his crust, the swain is happier than hls 
monarch, from whose court thou art exiled.--Gracious 
Heaven! give me but health, thou great Bestower of it, and 
give me but this fair goddess as my companion-· ancl 
shower down thy mitres, if it seems good unto thy divine 

· providence, upon those heads which are aching for them.') 
Sterne. 

The insecurity of land titles have also been much against 
the state, not only by preventing emigrants of property from 
going to it, but also by encouraging litigation, a most bane
ful circumstance in any country ; but it is to be remarked 
that the legislature have lately taken measures to place this 
business on a solid and respectable form. By a late act_ all 
claims to land are ordered to be produced and put upon 
record in the respective counties ; and none will be admit
ted that are not produced within five years after passing the 
act. \Vhere it is found that there are, hrc, or more claims 
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to the same lands, the matter will be referred to c{)mmis .. 
sioners, to be appointed by the legislature. In the mean 
time all transfers of property are recorded in the county 
books, which wiH continue to be the case hereafter, an~l 
prevent all confusion. 

Being sprung front the state of . Virginia, the manners of 
that people have given the tone to those of this state, which 
appears in a spirit of high independence, quick temper, and 
frank generosity. The only serious evil that I had to com~ 
plain of in my journey through the country arose from the 
proneness of many of the natives to swearing. This vice is 
too common, and though 'tis true " that it will neither break 
a man's leg, nor pick his pocket," yet it may stun his ears 
most_ unmercifully._ This was literallythe case with me; r 
found the country as bad, in that respect, as Ireland itself· 
Indeed it appears. to me that there is a considerable simili
tude between the Irish people and the Virginians, in more 
respects than this : frank, affable, polite, and hospitable in a 
high degree, they are quick in their temper, sudden in 
their resentment, and warm in all their affections~ 
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(;HAFTER xxm. 

Cross the Ohio,-West Union,-Bainbridge,-Chillicotfze. 

BY the time 1 was ready to leave Limestone, it was 12 
e'clock, and it was now warm and delightful. On rea-ch
ing the river side, I perceived that the water had risen 
about three feet since I passed this place before; and 

.from the motion of a skiff in the middle of the stream, 
I judged that the current was now about two miles an 

hour. We crossed by a flat. The river was beautiful, 
and it was enlivened by a great number of boats and 
skiffs. 

Having reached the Ohio side, we perceived that th~ 
state road rose abruptly up a steep hill, and were informed 
that another road to the left wound round the hill, through 
a pleasant valley. We took it. The scenery here was 
bold and rich, the hills on each side being about 200 feet 

high, covered by a rich vegetable mould, and clad with a 
profusion of timber, consisting chiefly of oak, walnut, 
chesnut, sugar maple, che1Ty, honey locust, &c. · 

Two miles from the river we passed a countryman with 
a load of cyder, of which we partook, and found the qua,. 
lity excellent. He told us he was from the state of New 
York, and liked this country remarkably well, chiefly on 
1.account of the mild winters. 

I found my travelling companion was an economist. 
He had a ·wallet over his saddle, in which he carried pr0'-

vo1,. rr. 2 D 
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vender for man and horse ; but he told me his bottle was 
dry, and wished to meet with a distillery, where he might 
get it replenished at a cheap rate. "\Ve passed a peach
orchard, and he stopped to inquire, but there was no 
distillery there. The people informed us, however, that we 
would find one a mile further on. vV e purs-µed our course 
through a beautiful romantic valley, and, reaching the dis-

. tillery, we halted, and went into the house. My friend 
drew the bottle from his wallet, and told the landlady to 
put a quart of peach brandy in it. While she was gone, 

'he observed that this was much better than to drink in 
the house, as we could take a little when we pleased, and 
paid only half price for it. There being a little over filling 
the bottle, we drank it diluted ~vith water, and found the 
quality excellent. The landlady informed us, her family 
were from Pennsylvania, and they liked this country re
markably well. Their peach-orchard had been planted 
only a few years before, and was in a flourishing state. 
Peach-trees planted from the stone come to maturity in 
three years. Having paid the landlady a quarter of a dollar 
for the brandy, we moved on through a fine fertile country, 
and, passing near Eagle creek, a beautiful stream, we came 
to a fine spring, where my friend proposed we should 
halt and take some refreshment. I had no interest in any 
of the provisions, except the peach-brandy, of which! · 
had paid the half; but I was inclined to be sociable, and 
passively agreed. My friend alighted, stripped his horse, 
and gave it water at the spring. I followed his example. 
He then emptied the one end of the wallet of its conten\S, 
being oats, upon the grass, to the horses; and, sitting 
dO\vn on the grass himself~ he drew forth from the other 
end a piece of bacon, some bread, cheese, and biscuit, and, 
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inviting me to partake, I sat down beside him, and made 
a very pleasant repast. The face of nature was smiling 
around us ; the lofty trees spread their branches over our 
heads; the pure water issued from the fountain, and gur
gled by our side ; and the feathered choristers delighted 
our ears with their song, and our eyes~ with their beautiful 
plumage. I was charmed with this new _country*. 

* Soon after my return to New York, I was informing a Scottish 

friend there of some of my adventures in the western country. His 
attention wa!'l arrested by the name of Eagle creek, which, he told 

me, was the place he intended to go to on first landing in the coun

try. He, then put into my hands a letter from a Scotsman, settled 

in the western country, to a number of his countrymen, which con
tains so many sensible remarks, that I a,n tempted to insert it here, 
verbatim et literatim. 

Lexington, November 4th, 1803. 

Dear .Friends and Countrymen, 
I received yours of the 6th of July; and what follows will,-I hope, 

be a satisfactory answer to all your queries. The general price of 
land here, at its first settlement, is from two to three dollars. La11d 
sold by congress is two dollars, to be paid in five years. The man
ner of clearing is to cut down all the timber below a foot thick, and 

to notch the heavy timber all round: thus the growth is stopped, 
and, the land being every year laboured, the roots gradually die, 

and are torn out; so that, in a few years, the whole field is cleared. 

Unless what is used in fencing, and building, and fuel, and such 

purposes, all the wood is burnt upon the ground. In the most of 
places, wood is no more thought of th:;m heath and rushes are with 
you. Two men, who are ordinarily expert at hewing wood, can 

easily, in two months, clear as much land as will produce food suffi
cient for the support of a family of six or eight for a whole year. It 

is usual for those who bring families to settle, to rent a house and a 

piece of clear land for a year or so, till they have time to look about 
them, make a convenient purchase, and get a house · of their own 
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Having finished our repast, we resumed our journey; 
itnd travelled through a rich soil to West tJnion, 17 miles· 

raised.. The first houses which are built upon a plantation are usu. 
ally raised in little more than a week or two. They are, indeed, 
Hot very elegant; but they do very well for a year or so, till the 
family has time to build a petter. The people are every where ex
ceedingly kind <!,nd obliging to new comers, and render them all the 
comfort and assistance in their power: they have all once known, 
in their own case, what it is to be strangers. There are at no times 
<lllY thing like a market for produce, such as that in the old country, 
but there is always some little market, sometimes better, and some
times worse. The situation qf society, however, is such, that very 
little cash is needed. Every family who has the least industry may, 
after the second or third year, easily raise within itself almost every 
thing that is necessary. Salt and iron, and the taxes of government 
(which'are by no means heavy), are almost th~ only things for which 
men need to give money. Men's persons and properties are he.re 
as safe as in any part of the world; while liberty, civil and religious, 
is fully enjoyed; law and justice are strictly and impartia\ly exo
cuted. Snakes, and such like, are here no more dangerous than 
in Carnwath muir. In all my wanderings, I have.not seen above half 
a dozen snakes, nor met_, with 1nany more who have been bit by th~W· 
When any are bit by them, they have always a simple and efficacious 
cure at hand. 'Indians, where they are to be seen, are equally harm
l~ss. Unless it is along some of the large rivers, where the people 
a.re, at certain seasons, liable to the fever and ague, the country is 
every where healthy; the people in general live as long, and are sub
ject to as few diseases .as they are in Scotland. The ,veather, in the 
summer, is considerably hotter than it is at home; but neithe1: I, nor 
my partner, have found it the least disagreeable. We have only 
worn our clothes a little lighter, and have kept in the house, or the 
s.hade, a few hours, while it was .hottest. To be out in the evenings 
and mornings is most delightful. A brewer or a smith along with 
you will be a valuable acquisition. Each of these branches can be 
carried on with considerable profit. I could fill sheets in praise of 
the country, but there is nothing like fact. I am ac;quainted with 
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from the Ohio river, where we stoppecl all night, and had 
very good accommodations. 

hundreds who came here within these 20 years, with nothing more 
that) a sound constitution, and an industrious disposition, who have 
raised large families, and are now living in ease and affluence. I 
would recommend unto you to- come and settle upon EAGLE CREEK, 

ADAMS COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, about 100 miles nearer you than 
Lexington. In that quarter there is plenty of good vacant land. 
The length of the journey there is from Philadelphia or Baltimore 
to Pittsburg 300 miles; then about as much by water down the river 
Ohio. In pt'eparing for such a long move, dispose of every thing 
you have, except your body and bed-clothes. The latter end of July) 
or the beginning of August, is the best time for you for to set sail. 
If the war continues, take an American bottom. It Jnakes very little 
matter, whether you sail for Baltimore or Philadelphia. If you can
not find a convenient passage for one of t ;1ese, Newcastle, or Wil
mington, or some other place upon the Delaware river, is the next 
best shift. In packing up your clothes, it will be much to your ad
"Yantage to have them put into as light trunks, or chests, as possible, 
and to pack them very hard. Make your agreement with the cap
tain, that you furnish your own provisions, water excepted; and see 
that a s.ufficient stock of water is laid in, and that it be put iuto well
seasoned vessels. When you have got about half way, it is likely 
that the seamen, with the consent of the captain, may set apart a few 
hours to make themselves merry, by working some antic tricks upon , 
you. If they take this liberty, by no means resent,-take a laugh 
also; they hurt nobody. Being arrived in Philadelphia, let it be your 
first thing to inquire for Scotsmen; from them you will receive a 
great deal of useful information. If you land at Baltiniore, ask for 
the Rev. Robt. Anon. Our church in Philadelphia is at present 
vacant; but there is a Mr. Miller, a mason, a Scotsman, who will 
be exceeding happy to see you. I cannot tell you where he lives ; 
but there is not a shopkeeper but has a printed list of all the princi
pal inhabitants. There are waggons continually passing from these 
parts to Pittsburg ; make the best bargain you can with one or more 

of these wap;gons to carry your women and children, and the men 



214 TRAVELS IN 

The scite of WE s T UN 1 o N was appropriated by the 
legislature of the state of Ohio for the seat of justice for 
Adams county, and 1 i O acres of ground were purchased, 
at 8 dollars per acre. It was divided into streets, and lots 
of one-third of an acre, and out lots of 2 acres; with a re-

of you may travel on foot. Set off in· company with one of these 
e:arriers' waggons. You will usually travel about 20 miles a-day. 
When you. pass market-towns, purchase a little provisions for your

selves and horses. When you have advanced about 60 or 100 miles, 

the road will grow rougher, which will likely render it necessary to 

purchase one or two more horses. By this time you will have falle\l 
in with other families in the same situation with yourselves. You 

will find the people every where very freely disposed to ask every 

thing, and tell you every thing. The sooner you get into their man
ner, it will be the more advantage to you; but be always upon your 

guard against knaves. You will find a great many difficulties and 
inconveniences ; but with a good spirit, and an indulgent Heaven, 

every thing becomes easy. Your expences will depend a great deal 
upon little incidents, which human eye cannot foresee; but if, after 

you have discharged all your accounts about Greenock, you ha~e the 

one half remaining, I think you will have a sufficiency; and, upon 

the,word of an honest man, I positively give it as my opinion, that,. 

though you were to lay out every farthing of your money, if it 
brought you in health to your destination, you will be considerable 
gainers. I don't think it will suit men in your situation, to lay out 

· any of your money in speculation, upon trading articles; but you 

may consult with the merchants in Greenock. You must likewise 

observe to have the money you bring into America changed into dol

lars or gold coin. Take care and secure your liquor well, else the

sailors will use it as a common stock. If any of you are skilled in 

music, a fiddle, or some such instrument, to raise the spirits, will 
be a valuable piece of furniture. Keep as much above deck as pos

sible. I commend you all to the care of the God of Abraham, who 
went out not knowing whither; and remain, dear brethren, 

ROBERT HAMILTON BISHOP. 
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serve of 4 lots for the use of the public buildings, and one 
on a spring of fine water for an academy. The lots were 
resold at from 6 to 78 dollars each; the out-lots for about 
40 dollars each. The whole realized 3307 dollars, which, 
after defraying the expences, went into the county trea
sury. The town wa~)aid out in 1804, and now consists 
of 32 dwelling-houses, and contains 224 inhabitants. The 
,public buildings are a court-house, meeting-house, jail, 
and school. There are S taverns and 3 stores. The town 
is principally composed of mechanics and their families, 
who are all doing well. 

Land in the neighbourhood is generally good, and. is 
well watered, abounding in springs. This is on the Vir
ginia military tract, which continues all the way to Chilli
cothe; and in which land, in the unimproved state, sells 
for about 2 dollars per acre. 

The country is all perfectly healthy, no instance having 
occurred of bilious fever, or fever and ague. Four great 

· state roads centre at this place, which are a great accom
lJ}odation to the inhabitants. We were informed, that 5 
acres of land in the neighbourhood produced 21 waggon 
loads of grain, and that provisions were plenty and reason
able; beef, of an excellent quality, being at 2 dollars 50 

cents per cwt. Boarding in taverns is 2 dollars per week. 
The country abounds in springs of good water, iron 

?re, and free-·stone. Sheep have increased, and there is 
a good supply of wool, of which the inhabitants make a 
variety of domestic manufactures. They also manufacture 
flax and cotton. 

October 3d. ,v e set out on our journey at 6 o'clock·; 
but, mistaking our road, we travelled several miles out of 
our way, when ,-n:~ were put right by a countryman, who 
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was taking his morning · walk with a rifle in his hand. 
We found the country very rich ; the trees principally 
oak, walnut, poplar, and sugar-maple. 

Having regained the proper road, which we found a very 
good one, we travelled through a very beautiful country,, 
to a branch of Brush creek, where the road forks; that to 
the right hand winding up a pretty steep and high hill; we 
took the left, and arrived to breakfast at the house of a 
family of the name of Allen, from Armagh, Ireland. From 
thence we travelled through a good soil, six miles, t~ 
next eight being rather light and sandy, to the Sinking 
springs, so called from a large spring 0f pure water which 
rises and disappears several times, and finally issues from the 
brow of a hill. Here lVIr. Heistant, a Gennan, owns a fine 
:f~m, and keeps a tavern, and my fellow-traveller purchas
ed a quantity of oats for the horses, on which, like the 
peach brandy, he made a saving of 50 per cent. 

Two miles from Heistant's ,ve had dinner in the same 
style ,ve had yesterday. I was quite pleased with the 
novelty .of the thing, and my taste and that of my com· 
panion were well suited to each other. I could eat no fat 
pork, and he liked the fat best ; so he ate all the fat and I 
got all the lean; and having drank out of the pure fountain 
of water at which we halted, we resumed our journey. 

· \Ve had not travelled far when we ·were joined by a new 
settler of the name of Smith, from Virginia, who .told us 
be was in quest of some stray cows. He was a young 
man, newly married, and had purchased a farm of 100 
acres, for two dollars per acre, on an unlimited credit, but 
he had to pay interest after the second year. Being with
out capital, he hires himself out part of his time, and clears 
a little of his own property as he can get it overtaken. In 
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this way,. I have no doubt but he will be very comforta
bly situated on his f~rm of 100 acres,. in the course of a 
few years. 

After parting with Mr. Smith, we passed over a pretty 
high hill, from whence we had a rich view of great extent, 
but it was checkered by the trees, which detracted from 
the distinctness of vision, while it exhibited a greater v;riety. 
Having descended the hill, we passed through a fertile 
bottom, and reached Bainbridge, 3 8 miles from West 
Union, at dark, where we stopped all night. 

BAINBRIDGE is quite a.new towi1, consisting of 12 or 
14 houses only. The inhabitants are mostly from Penn
sylvania, Kentucky, New England, and Ireland. · Bottom 
lands round this sells for nine dollars per acre ; · the high 
lands are from two to four dollars. 

October 4th, we set out at half past five o'clock, and 
having travelled a mile, came up with a Mr. Shelby from 
Pickaway Plains, and, as he· was ·travelling the same road 
with us, . we kept company, and I availed myself of the 
opportunity to procure some little information regarding 
that district. 

He told me there was a good road mi the east side of 
the Scioto, through the plains, to· Franklinton, round 
which there was a fine country, settling up rapidly. The 
plains are large meadows, without timber, having a rich 
soil, and are easy of cultivation. They have had some 
little bilious fever and fever and ague this summer, but 
the country was generally healthy. A road leads from 
Franklinton to Newark, through a level country, covered 
with beech wood, and is often muddy. The land is good 
all the way from the plains to Lake Erie, and on the banks 
of the lake, about Sandusky bay, is a fine fertile country. 

VOL. II. 2E 
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We travelled through a tract of very rich bottom land, 
along the banks of Paint creek, seven miles, and a mile 

beyond this we came to a tavern on a rising ground, where 
we stopped to breakfast. 

Lands i11 the neighbourhood sell at six dollars per acre, 
and are settling very fast ; the· country, however, is a little 

subject to fever and ague; but as the settlements progress, 
it will be drained, and become healthy. In. passing along 
we saw some new stone buildings, and having crossed the 

· river Paint we ascended a pretty high hill, on the summit 

of w,hich is .a most .elegant stone building, belonging to 

Col. M'Arthur. Having passed this we came in vi~w of 
Chillicothe, 18 miles from Bainbridge, at which we arrived 
about mid-day, and I took up my lodgings at Buchanan's 
excellent tavern-my friend pursued his journey towards 
Zanesville~ . 

A short time · after I arrived the dinner bell rang; and I 

repaired to the dinner table, where I found 12 or 14 very: 
respectable gentlemen seated, and there was . a plentiful 
store of provisions. After dinner I took a walk- through 
the town, and ascended a hill to the west, about 300 feet 

high, ,vhere I had a fine view of the improvements, of the 
river, and of the sun-otmding country. In the evening I 
made the necessary enquiries for facilitating the business 
of the ensuing day. 
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C!zillicotize,-Chillicothe district,-Pirginia militar'f' lands.~ 

OCTOBER 5th. I had 1by this time got so much into 
the habit of pursuing my researches, that it .became a 
source of real enjoyment, and I found the people so civil 
and discreet, and so well disposed to give information, 
that I felt no difficulty. in applying to them, whether I had 
a letter of introduction or not. I had none to Chillicothe, 
and I did not feel the want of it. 

After an early breakfast I waited upon Mr. Spencer, at 
the U nitecl States land office ; where I spent the greater 
part of the day; and to that gentleman's politeness and 
attention I was principally indebted for the information 
arranged under the respective heads in this chapter. 

CnnLrcoTHE is situated on an extensive level plain))' 
on the west bank of the Scioto river, which, by making a 
bend, bounds the town on the north, and the out-lots on 
the east. It is laid out on a pretty large scale, and a great 
number of out-lots are attached to it. The plan is regular, 
the streets crossing one another at right angles, and every 
square is divided into four parts by lanes crossing· one 
another also at right angles, and at equal distances between 
the streets. This must be a great advantage, as it gives 
the possessor of every lot a back entry. The streets are 
9{) feet wide, the alleys l 6l ; the lots contain four acreB each. 
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Chillicothe was one of the first settled towns in the state 
of Ohio, and was for a considerable time the seat of god 
vernment ; it now consists of about 250 houses, and con. 
tains 1360 inhabitants, of whom 126 are free people of 
colour. 

The public buildings are a court-house, jail, academy, 
three cµurches, and a market-house. There are two rope 
walks, one cotton factory, one wool factory, one nail 
factory, one pottery, several distilleries, and four tan yards ; 
and these are all thriving establishments. There are good 
mechai:iics ·. in all the other branches calculated for the 
country. There are six taverns and 19 stores; and this 
is a very general market for the surplus produce of the 
country, consisting mostly'of flour, of an excellent quality; 
pork, &c. 

Mechanics, manufacturers, and labourers are all ,,1ell 
paid, having from 7 5 cents to one dollar 50 cents per day, 
and such is the low price of provisions, that the expence 
of living is little more than a third of what it is in. the 
eastern states. A few of the prices may be mentioned ; 
flour 4 dollars per barrel, pork 2 dollars 50 cents per 
cwt., fowls 6i. cents each; beef, mutton, and veal, 3 to Si' 
cents per lb. The principal branches of manufactures 
that are most susceptible of improvement are hemp, cotton, 
and wool; and glass connected with beer and porter brew
ing could be established to advantag~. 

A great proportion of the inhabitants are from Virginia 
and Maryland, and a number from Pennsylvania; there 
are but few New Englanders or foreigners~ They are re
puted to be sober and industrious, and are generally well 
informed. Education is pretty well attended to, and I 
observed that they were by no means indifferent politicians. 
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It was on the eve of an election ; there are three newsm 
papers in the place, and they were all hard at work ih Sllpm 

port of their respective friends or favourites, as candidates 
for the assembly. I like to see men take an active interest 
in the public concerns of the country. The phrase " he 
is a peaceable man, and never meddles with politics," js 

no great compliment to the inhabitant of a free country. 
Public affairs must be managed by somebody, and to 
say that , people are indifferent as to who that may be, is, 
in other words, to say they have no patriotism, nor car~ 
about the public welfare. The duties of an active politi
cian and a peaceable citizen are surely compatible. Let 
him support the candidate of his choice by all the activity 
in his power; but let this be done with in,tegrity and with 
justice to his opponent; let him adhere strictly to the truth, 
and avoid calumny; and after the election, when the voice 
of the majority has expressed who the rulers shall be, let 
these have the undivided support of the community, till 
next election. 

CHILLICOTHE DISTRICT is bounded by Canton dis
trict on the north;, by Zanesville district, and the Ohio 
fompany's purchase on the east; by the Ohio river south; 
and by the Virginia military lands on the west.; which are 

divided from Chillicothe district by the Scioto river. The 
length from north to south is 145 miles,, and the breadth 

. from east to west 42 ; it contains about 5000 square miles,, 
or about 3,200,000 acres. The northern part, being nearly 
one-third of this district, is part of the United States 
military lands, and is generally a good soil. Part of it is 
level and marshy ; but it is free from swamps, and, being 
nearly all appropriated to agriculture, will soon be drained 
and healthy. It abounds with springs of e-4cellent water; 
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and numerous rivulets. To the south of this runs a.stripe 
of land about three miles broad, and 42 miles long, which 
was appropriated to the relief of sU<;h as ·had to abandon 
their settlements in the time of the war, and take refuge 

' in other places, and is thence called refugee land. It is 
also good land, but there is a large swamp irt the middle, 
of it; between Walnut creek, a branch of the Scioto, and 
Licking creek, a branch of the Muskingum. Fr01u thence 
to Chillicothe is an undulating country, abounding in hill 
and dale, and so continues to the Ohio, the hills encreasing 
in size, as the country approaches that river. The soil is 
in general good throughout the whole tract, the best of it 
being along the Ohio and Scioto rivers, which for that 
reason has the greatest number of settlements ; · but the 
·whole is settling rapidly. There are large beds of lime
stone and freestone in . the district, and these- are interspers
ed with beds of clay, which retain the water, and this cir
cumstance gives the country a preference over Kentucky. 
Iron ore is plenty, and it is supposed the hills abound 
with coal. 

The whole is well watered, abounding in springs and' 
small streams, having excellent situations for mill seats ; 
the Ohio washes it on the south, a distance of 60 miles ; 
and the Scioto washes it on the west its whole length. The 
Scioto is a very beautiful stream. It rises about 60 miles 
to the north-west of this district, within a few miles of the 

-Sandusky river, and pursuing a south-east course, passes 
the 'Indian boundary line, from whence it runs nearly a 
south direction, about 50 miles ; and at Franklinton 
forms a junction with a fine stream called vVhetstone river. 

South of this about 10 or 12 miles it receives the waters 
of Big Belly's creek, composed pf Walnut creek and 
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Alum crrek, and thence runs i1early south, receiving, in its 
progress from the west, Derby creek, Deer creek, and 
Paint creek ; from the east, Lower Walnut creek, Sippo 
creek, and Salt creek ; besides a great number of small 

streams ; and, thus augmented, it falls into the Ohio, 70 
miles by water, and 45 by land, below Chillicothe. The 
river has a fine gentle current, thoughout its whole course, 
and is navigable for keel-boats to Chillicothe, and for smaller 
craft nearly to its source. There are several mineral 
springs in the district; the chief are a salt spring, and a 
sulphur spring, not far from Chillicothe. 

This district is finely timbered ; the principat kinds are 
oak, hickory, ash, sugar-maple, chesnut, honey-locust, 
walnut, &c~; and the ~,oil is kindly to the raising of 
fruits, vegetables, grain, and grass. 

Land is very various in price, according to situation and 
quality. The United States' lands arc two dollars per 
acre, with four years to pay them ; or if purchased for 
cash 1 dollar 64 cents. A good deal of the best of these 
are picked up, but many desirable tracts yet remain ; and 
from the unquestionable security of the land-titles, they 
generally meet with a preference. The bottom lands are 
nearly all engrossed by individuals, and are resold as high 
as they can. The average price for uncleared -land, in the 
bottoms, is about five or six dollars per acre. Farms of 
land, partly improved, are constantly in the market, at 
from two to six dollars, according to the quality of the 
soil, and the value of the improvements. Horses sell for 
40 to 80 dollars ; cows 10 to 12 dollars ; sheep 2 dollars 
each. 

This district contains part of 10 counties, and the inha

bitants may be ('.Stimated at about 30,000, who have all set=' 
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Heel here within 25 years ; and the population is likely to 

cncrease very fast, particularly on the banks of the Scioto, 
where the seat of government will be ultimately fixed, the 
site of it being on the east side of the river, nearly oppo

site to Franklinton. 
The lands in this district are rated, in the state books, 

nearly as follows, whence some idea may be formed of 
the soil: in 100. parts, 4 are of 1st rate ; 52 2d rate; 

and 44 Sd rate : but it is to be observed that this gives 
only a relative idea, for a great deal. of the third rate land, 
in the state of Ohio, would be reckoned first rate in sorne 
other places. A general remark may also be made, · that 
the. occupiers of land, particularly. non-residents, hok1ing 
large tracts, will, in order to :save the land-tax, probably 
in their returns make as much of the land second and third 
rate, as they consistently can. First rate land pays a tax 

of 1. dollar 20 cents per 100 acres ; second rate 1 dollar ; 
.and third rate 60 cents. 

Although the average price of land may be quoted at 2 

dollars, and. some as high as.10 or 12 dollars, yet some dis
tricts of hilly land could be purchased for half a dollar an 
acre, and probably one of the best businesses in all the 

country would be sheep-farming in such districts, connect
ed with the manufacture of woollen yarn and cloth. 

On the VIRGINIA MIL IT ARY LANDS my observations· 
shall be short, because a great many of those made on the 
Chillicothe district applies also to them, and there are cer
tain general remarks that will be more appropriate in the 
general account of the state of Ohio. This tract is bound~ 
ed by the Indian boundary line on the nmih, by the Ohio 
on the south, by the Cincinnati district and Symmes's pur
chase on the west, and by the Chillicothe district on the 
east. It is about 120 njles long, and nearly 60 broad ; 
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and contains upwards of 6000 square miles, or nearly 
4,,000,000 of acres. 

The face of the country, soil, and timber are very nearly 
assimilated to those in the Chillicothe district. There are 
a great variety of small streams, and desirable , situations 
for mill-seats. 

The principal settlers are from Virginia, Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, and Jersey; the inhabitants amount to about 
48,000, and are rapidly encreasing in number, in wealth, 
and improvements. 

By the state books, this district appears 1Jo be 4 per cent. 
1st rate, 60 per cent. 2d rate, and 36 per cent. 3d rate 
land. 

The country in th~ immediate neighbourhood of Chilli
cothe is really beautiful. The plain on which it stands, 
consisting of about 10,000 acres, is as level as a bowling
green; and it ·is bounded on the west, north-west, and 
south-east by pretty high hills, from whence there are 
charming views. The Scioto is a clear stream, about 200 

yards broad, with a gravelly bottom, and abounds with fish1 
~o that it is both useful and ornamental to the town. 

VOL. II.· 2 F 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Leave Chillicothe ,~New Lancaster,-Springfield,
Zane svi/le. 

OCTOBER 6th. I left Chillicothe at 6 o'clock. The 
morning was foggy and cool. The river was low, and I 
forded it about knee deep. On reaching the noi·th bank, 
I passed through a.fine bottom, the property of Mr. Zane, 
of Wheeling, to be afterwards noticed.· Here the dew was 
so heavy, that the lofty tre~s shook their pearly drops over 
me like a shower of rain. About half a mile from the ri
ver, the country rises by a gradual ascent, · and the road 
continues good to Keneconek creek, a beautiful clear 
stream, which falls into the Scioto seven or eight miles 
above Chillicothe. There are some excellent flour-mills 
upon it, and iron ore has been fourid on its banks. Nine 
miles from Chillicothe, I stopped at a small tavern to 
breakfast. 

Here the landlord informed me he had moved from 
Kentucky, and liked this country better, principally on ac
count of the freedom from slavery, and the security of his 
land-title. To the business of farming a small piece of 
land~ he added that of teaching a school and keeping a ta
vern, by which means he makes a comfortable subsistence 
for his family; and I have no doubt but he will do very 
:welL He informed me that this part of the country was 
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very healthy, and his rosy children bore testimony to the 
truth of the remark. 

After breakfast, I passed through a number of small 
plains or prairies, quite bare of trees, and generally about a 
quarter of a mile broad ; and, passing a branch of Salt 
creek, I arrived at Tarlton, a small place, consisting of 12 

or lS houses only. Here I fell in with a Scots book
seller, from New York, who told me he had been at Cin
einnati looking out for a settlement ; we agreed to travel 
together to Zanesville. The settlers at Tarlton are mostly 
Germans. The salt-works, on Salt creek, are eight miles 
below this place ; the country round is fertile, and the cli .. 
mate healthy. 

Leaving Tarlton, we passed through a low rich coun
try, with small swampy prairies, and not very thickly set
tled, to a tavern, seven miles from New Lancaster ; anq 
here we fell in with two more travellers, going to the east
ward. From hence the country gets more elevated, the 
woods are principally black and white oak, and the small 
streams and springs are very abundant. '1V e passed a 
stream called Clear creek, and, as we approached New Lan
caster, we observed a number of small hills, some of them 
rocky, but the soil good in the bottoms. At the west side 
of the town, we passed over a swampy meadow, by a very 
good turnpike road, on which we paid a toll of 6-! cents, at 
a wooden bridge erected over the Hockhocking river, here 
a very small stream. Beyond this, the town is handsomely 
situated on a plain ; we passed to the east end of it, and 
took up our lodgings for the night at a very good tavern. 

NE w LAN c A s TE R is a handsome little town, in th~ 
centre of Fairfield county, of which it is the capital. It 
was laid out 11 or 12 years ago, and has been mostly set-
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tied by emigrants from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who 

gave 1t its name; but the greater part of the late set~ 

, tlers are from New England. It is regularly laid out, 
the streets crossing one another at right angles ; the prin

cipal buildings are upon one broad street. It is divided 
into lots of 82 feet front, by 164 deep, which sell for about 

300 dollars. 
The town now consists of about 100 houses, containing 

350 ·inhabitants; the public buildings are a court-house 

and market-house ; and there are 9 taverns and 11 stores. 
The greater part of the inhabitants are mechanics. The 

price of labour is about the same as Chillicothe. Provi
sions are reasonable ; flour about 2 dollars 25 cents per 
cwt. ; beef .4 cents per lb.; and other articles in propor
tion. 

The state of society is here very good ; the people are 
sober and indiistrious, and the laws well administered. 

Education is properly attended to,. and this has a chance to 

become a very excellent settlement. 
The country round New Lancaster is healthy, and the 

1 soil generally good. There is coal seven miles from hence 
on the waters of Rush creek, and freestone and limestone 
not far off; and there is iron ore at the falls of the Hock. 
hocking, 18 miles below; at which the proprietor is about 
to establish iron ·works. 

Hockhocking 'river rises a little above this, and, being 

aug1nented by many small streams, pursues a very wind

ing course to the south-eastward, and falls into the Ohio, 
after running a course, including its windings, of nearly 100 
miles. 1'his river is navigable to the falls about 70 miles 
from its outlet. 'I'hese falls a:re five feet high, and are a 

fine sihmtion for mill-seats, and well improved. · There 
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are many mills above the falls, among others, a paper
mill nine miles from this place. The banks of the river 
are pretty well settled from its outlet to Athens, but from 

thence to within 8 or 10 miles of New Lancaster, the 
country is rough, and the settlements thin. 

October 7. Another gentleman travelling to the east
ward joined us at New Lancaster, and we set out, five in 
number, this morning at 6 o'clock. Two miles from New 
Lancaster, we passed a very elegant brick house, built by 
John Baldwin, who has a fine farm, 1beside a rivulet of pure 
water. In our progress we passed a great many such ri
vulets, all supplied with very pure water, and we were. told 
they were fed by springs, and never dried np ; which must 
be of great advantage to this part of the country. Water 
is always to be found of a good quality, by digging 12 or 
14 feet. 

We stopped at a good tavern to breakfast, 12 miles from 
New Lancaster, where we were told that the whole of the 
township was good, and so much improved that the school 
section was leased for 56 dollars per mmum. The money 
arising from it was divided among those who sent their 
children to school, in proportion to the number sent. 

From hence we rode about 14 miles to Jonathan cteek, 
tlu·ough a country agreeably uneven, rather hilly, indeed, 
having an excellent soil for wheat ; the principal timber is 
oak, hickory, walnut, and chesnut. Jonathan creek., along 
which we travelled some way, is a beautiful little stream, 
with free-stone banks, and abounding with mill-seats, coal, 
and iron ore; and the whole country round was really beat.b 
tiful, the view being enlivened by the radiant heams of the 

sun on a -very fine evening. 
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We travelled on through a rich valley, and passing 
through Springfield, a handsome place, mostly built on 
one street, we forded· the Muskingum about kne~ deep, 
the current very 'rapid, the bottom fine gravel, and the 
breadth ~bout 'i50 yards. We arrived at Zanesville, about 
sun-set. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Zanesville,-Zanesville district. 

DR. STANBERY, of New York, was the first person 
whom I heard mention Zanesville, in the course of my in
quiries in the spring of this year; I had, however, heard a 

good deal of it afterwards, and expected to find it a pretty 
little place. But it. certainly did exceed my expectations. 
I found a large thriving :town, with a, great number of 
handsome brick , houses, the buildings going rapidly on ; 
and every thing wearing, a flourishing aspect. The ground 
around it was well cleared,· the neighbouring hills were 
getting into a state of cultivation, mills were erecting; and 
bridges, banks, and manufactures were projected. The 
situation too, for all these projects appeared favourable. 
The Muskingum river is navigable to this place, and be

yond it, to near its head, from whence there is a commu
nication with lake Erie, by a small portage. There are 
fine falls at Zanesville, and mills may be erected to almost 
an unlimited extent. Licking creek pours its waters into 
the Muskingum by a cascade opposite the town, and affords 
also a fine situation for mill-seats, while it forms a very 
agreeable prospect. The banks of these rivers abound 
with excellent soil, timber, coal, limestone, and iron ore; 
and the great state road from Pittsburg to Kentucky pas
ses through the town. " This must certainly become a fine 

situation for manufactures." Such were my first impres-
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sioil's on V.tewing Zanesville, and I resolved to spend some 
days there, to procure information and make remarks; in 
doing which I met with every assistance from its friendly 
inhabitants. I had letters to two gentlemen in Zanesville, 
and they introduced me to many others, who greatly facili
tated my inquiries: I shall condense the result of my ob
::,cr~ations into this chapter. 

ZANESVILLE is situated on the Muskingum river, 
about 64 miles from the Ohio by land, and from 70 to 
80 by· water; in north latitude 3 9° 5 8', west longitude from 
'\tVashington 4° 50'. The scite of the town occupies .a 
mile square, and extends to both sides of the river; but 
all the buildings yet erected are on the east side, where 
the town is neatly laid out by streets and lanes, crossing 
one another at right angles like Chillicothe. The building 
lots are 132 feet deep, by 66 feet in front, makingone-fifth 
of an acre, and sell for from I 00 to I 000 dollars. There 
are a number of out-lots of five acres each, and they sell for 
from 100 to 200 dollars an acre. 

The improvements in Zanesville commenced in .the year 
1804. Five years afterwards it contained 92 houses/and 600 

inhabitants ; it now contains about 250 houses, and upwards 
of 1200 inhabitants. The whole tmvnship contains 2154. 

Many of the houses are built of brick, and a few of stone. 
The public buildings are, a court-house, occupied also as 
a state-house, a jail, and a land-office. There is no church, 
but one is about to be built, and a proposition has also 
been made. to build a bridge over the Muskingum, and to 
establish a bank*. The town is supplied by excellent lva·-

* The legislature at the last session p;ssed acts to build a bridge 

and to incorporate a bank. Murray, Dr.aper, Fairman, & Co. lately 
finished the plates for the notes. 
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ter Jrom pump-wells, which are generally- about 4,5 'feet 
deep, but probably at no very distant period they ,vill get 
a supply of spring water from the hills to the eastward of 
the town, which have a sufficient elevation to send it to the 
tops of the highest houses. 

Zanesville is a place of considerable trade ; it has 11 ta.; 
~ems, and 11 stores; and the following professions are ex~ 
ercised: masons and stone-cutters, brick-makers, carpen~ 
ters, cabinet-makers, smiths, clock and watch-makers, tan~ 
ners, -curriers, saddlers, boot and shoemakers, butchers, 
bakers, hatters, taylors, printers, rope-makers, potters, and 
painters. The price of labour is nearly the same all over 
the western country : a common labourer has 7 5 ce~ts pet' 
day, brick-makers have 5 dollars per 1009 for bricks, and 
2 dollars 50 cents for laying. Stone-cutters and carpen
ters work at the Philadelphia prices. Other trades have 
about one dollar per day. 

The markets are favou.rable to tradesmen and labour
ers. House-rent may be quoted at 36 to 50 dollars per 
annum ; coal 5! cents per bushel, delivered ; wood I dol'.: 
lar per cord, delivered ; flour 4 dollars per barrel ; meal 
33 cents per cwt. ; potatoes 25 cents per bushel; tur

nips 12i: other vegetables plenty and cheap.. Beef, mut
ton, and veal 3 to 4 cents per lb. ; pork 2 dollars 50 cents 
per cwt. ; bacon 10 cents · per lb. ; venison 25 per ham ; 
Rowls 6:} each ; ducks 12! ; geese 3 7{ ; wild turkies 25 ; 
hog's la.rd 3 per lb. ; cheese and butter 12! ; whisky and 
peach-brandy 40 per gallon; cyder 5 dollars p€:r barrel; 
salt 1 dollar 50 cents per bushel; fish very plenty and 
cheap. Boarding from 1 dollar 7 5 cents to 2 dollars 50 

cents per week. 
VOL. lI. 
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Various branches of manufactures might be establh,hed 
here to great advantage, of which may be enumerated, 
cotton-spinning and weaving, wool-spinning and weaving, 
ropes, spun-yarn, and, cotton bagging; frame smith-wo'rk 
and hosiery; glass and glass bottles ; beer and porter. The 
materials for·. all these are abundant, or can be easily pro
cured. Cotton: is brought from Tennessee at from four 
to five cents per lb. Sheep, both of the common and me
rino breed, thrive remarkably well, and are getting very 
plenty. Hemp grows luxuriantly on the river bottoms; 
iron is plenty every where through the country; every 
material for making glass is on the spot. Grain is very 
cheap; and hops grow spontaneously. 

There is a StJirit to encourage domestic manufactures 
among the inhabitants, and any manufacture that is calcu
lated for the place, and well 'conducted, is certain to suc
ceed. 

In point of commerce, Zanesville is likely to become a 
considerable place. . The banks of the Muskingum and, its 
waters upward are settling rapidly; and the quantity of 
produce that, will come down the river will encrease every 
year. At present, almost the only article of surplus pro~ 
du Ge is flour, of. which the price has been quoted. Other 
articles are raised in abundance, but the great influx of 
emigrants consumes nearly the whole. 

The inhabitants of Zanesville are very mixed. About 
half are probably from Pennsylvania, and the remainder 
are principally from the New England states and Virginia. 
There are few f qreigners. They are quiet and moral in 
their deportment, and are pretty well informed. There is 
no public seminary of education established as yet, but it 
is presumed ail academy will soon be built ; an~ there i$ 
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a good opening for a scientific teacher. The education of 
young ladies has not been neglected ; a female seminary 
was about to be established by two ladies from Baltimore. 
There are several common schools, and the fund for the 
support of this important branch of education, is very am
ple, but as it applies to the whole state, it will be noticed 
hereafter. 

The police of the town is· at ,present on the same footi11g 

as the other townships, under the management of trustees, 
but it was intended to apply for a charter of incorporation, 
.and, .if it is incorporated, it. will, of course, be under the 
direction of mayor, aldermen, &c. 

ZANESVILLE DISTRICT is bounded north by Canton 

district, south by the Ohio company's purchase, east by 
. Steubenville and Marietta districts, and west by Chillicothe 
· district. Its length, from south to north, is about 72 

.miles; its breadth is about 50 miles; and its area about 
,3,Q60 square miles, or 2,304,000 acres. 

1 Upwards of two-thirds of this district is occupied by the 
·army lands,. and a small portion is refugee lands. , The face 
of the country is beaqtifully diversified. To the south, 

along the Muskingum, the hills are pretty high and rough; 
to the north the surface is agreeably uneven, with some 
pretty high hills·; to the north-west it is more level. The 
soil is various, but a great portion of it is good ; the bot
toms on the· rivers are very rich, 'and the hills are generally 

covered with a strong mould, which answers well for wheat. 
· The district stands, in the state books, about 4 per cent. 
·of first rate; 40 per cent. of second rate;- and 56 per ceht. 
of third rate landa The whole is abundantly supplied with 

freestone, limestone, iron~ore, and inexhaustible beds of 
coal. 
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The district is remarkably well w~tered.. The Mus
kingum ·runs through it from one extremity to the other. 
This beautiful river merits particular notice. It rises in a 
small lake on the boundary line of the Connecticut reserve, 
and passing into that district, it runs west about 14 miles; 
and from thence to the . Cayahoga river, which falls into 
lake Erie, there is a portage of only seven or eight mile~. 
From thence it bends to the south, and, running nearly a 
south direction, about 60 miles, receives in its progress, 
besides a number of small streams, Sandy creek, Gutgat
tiink creek, Sugar creek, and Stillwater creek. From Still
water, it runs nearly a western course to Coshocton, where 
it forms a jimction with White Woman's creek. To this 
junction it bears the name of the Tuscarawas branch, but 
~it is now known by the general name of Muskingum. 
From Coshocton to Zanesville is 30 miles by land, but the 

. river course is about 40, in a direction a little west of south, 
and it receives hvo considerable streams by the way, 
~Wills creek and W akatomaka. At Zanesville it receives 
Licking creek, and, between this and the Ohio, it is aug
mented by a vast number of small streams. Its confluence 
with the Ohio was noticed at page 105. Some of its tribu
tary streams are very larg~. White Woman's creek is 

,~omposed of Killbucks creek, Mohecan, John's creek, 
and Owl creek, which, with their head waters, cover q vast 
tract of country ; and 'vVills creek and Licking creek are 
.both very considerable streams. The greater part of the 
,vaters of this river are feel by springs, which unquestiona
bly contribute much to the health and comfort of the inha
bitants; and the river is, in consequence, generally clear, 
and the water excellent. 
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. · The natural timber is very fine, and · of great variety •. 

The chief kinds may be noticed : oak, walnut, hickory, 

cherry, sugar-maple, poplar, elm, ash, sycamore, honey-lo

cust, &c. Fruit-trees of every kind, thrive remarkably well; 

peach-trees, raised from the stone, bear fruit in three years-. 

Grain, grass, and vegetables are raised in abundance. 

The climate is healthy and agreeable. People from the 

eastern states say that the summers are not so oppressive 

as in Vermont and Massachusetts, while the winters are 

generally so mild, that cattle mostly graze in the fields. 

The spring commences about the 15th of:March, and gar

dening begins about the 1st of April, which· is generally a 
very pleasant month ; but there are often a few days of cold 

stormy weather about the beginning of May. The warm 

weather commences about the middle of May, and cond 

tinues till about the middle of September, being warmest 

about the beginning of June ; but the heat is moderate . 

.There is no thermometer kept at Zanesville, but, so far as 

I couldjudge, it appeared that the extremity of the su:µi~ 

mer heat seldom exceeded 8.0°. The fall weather is tem.

perate, dry, and beautiful ; and continues till about the 

middle of December. The winters are very changeable, 

and subject to a great deal of rain. Except in the neigh

bourhood of ponds and undrained marshes, which are few, 

the country is very healthy. About Zanesville it is partid 

.cularly so; and as there are no swamps nor ponds, but 

·what can be drained, the district will become, I think, one 

of the most desirable in the United States. 
It is little more than 12 years since this district began to 

· settle, and it now contains about 20,000 inhabitants. The 

people are very mixed. The greater part are from Penn

sylvania, and the remainder mostly from Virginia, Mary-
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land, Jersey; and New England. There are· few foreigners. 
They are generally civil, discreet, and industrious. The 
first business of life, in a new country, being clearing of 
land, lit-tle attention can be paid to education or science for 
some time. In the towns, there, are some scientific men, 
principally of the medical profession, and there is a pretty 
general disposition to give the children instruction, but a 
good deal has yet to be done to make this important sub
ject attended to in the way it ought to be. People are to 
be found here of all the different persuasions in religion ; 
but none have any peculiar privileges, so that they have no
thing of that kind to quarrel ·about; and all live in chris
tian charity~ There is a newspaper established at Zanes
ville, ,and, as they get numerous others by mail, they are 
all well informed on the subject of politics. Every man, 
woman, and child, almost, read the newspapers ; and they 
express their opinions freely. An election took place while 
I was at Zanesville, and it was conducted with the greatest 
harmony imaginable. Each voter handed in a slip of paper, 
containing the names of the candidates of his choice, and 
. -

it was deposited in a ballot-box; and the name of the 
voter was recorded. The polls were kept open from 10 
till 4, o'clock, when all the votes were counted, and the 
candidates who had the greatest number, were declared to 
be duly elected. I was told that the election was general 
throughout the state, on the same day, between the same 
hours ; and that there was a poll in every township. This 
I consider a wise regulation.· It is of great consequence, 
in a popular government, that the sentiments of the people 
be fairly expressed, and this can be done in no way so 
completely as by small districts, in which the citizens can 
transact the whole business_ in a few hours, and, being few 
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in number, and all known to each other, the whole is co:nc,. 

ducted without tumult or noise, or any of those disgrace

ful scenes which often attend elections on a large scale. 
Agriculture, is of course, the great business of a new 

country, so that farmers, and such mechanics as contribute 
to the support of that important branch, are the best adapt
ed to the country; but I have no doubt that manufactures 
will flourish, although I think it may be prudent for such 
manufacturers only to go there as have capitals to carry 
on the business ; and such workmen as are specially written 
for. The disposition to encourage manufactures is suffi
ciently obvious, and there are some of the inhabitants who 
would even support a useful undertaking by pecuniary aid; 
but the greater part of the capital in this country is vested 
in new lands, as fast as it is accumulated, and there being 
a constant ¢I.rain upon the specie capital, by payments to 
the United States government, there is very little capital to 
spare for other objects. 

Very considerable progress has been made in construct
ing roads, and in other internal improvements. 

The price of land is various, according to situation and 
quality. The United States lands here are the same as in 

other districts, 2 dollars per acre, on a credit, or 1 dollar 
.64 cents, cash;· but purchases can often be made of indi
viduals on better terms, particularly from those who hold 
very large tracts. The land tax on a large tract is heavy, 
and after paying it a few years, without getting any return, 
the holders, particularly non-residents, are glad to sell out 
at any price. This circumstance, connected with that of the 

United States holding such large tracts of land, at a low 

price, will always operate against land speculations on a 

lar~ scale. The only mode in which a land trade can be 
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profitable is to purchase a tract for cash, subdivide it into 
farms of different sizes to accommodate different settlers, 
and dispose of them at fair prices as soon as possible~ Iri 
this way the land trade is fair and honourable, being ex
actly similar to that of buying any other con~modity by 
wholesale, and 'selling .it by retail ; the public are accdm~ 
modated, and the land-dealer has his·· certain reward. In 
any other. way speculations in land are hazardous. Good 
lands rise in value, certainly,. but such as speculate in them 
on a large scale, with a view of making money, will in all 
probability be disappointed, for the accumulation of inte~ 
rest, and the operation of the land-tax, will be fom1d, ge" 
nerally, to amount to more than the rise on the lands. 

From the facility with whieh live stock may be reared~ 
the price of them is reasonable. Horses sell from 25 to 

1 

75 dollars, cows 15 to 20 dollars, sheep 2 to 2 dollars 50 
cents. 

The scite of Zanesville, together with that of New Lan. 
caster, and a tract of land at Chillicothe, each a mile square, 
were granted by the United States government to Mr. Zane 
of Wheeling; as a compensation for his services in laying 
eut the state road from Wheeling to Limestone. Two 
others were associated with Mr. Zane, and they divided 
the property. Mr. Zane's share is that beautiful, tract of 
bottom land opposite to Chillicothe, ·which is rapidly im
J)roving in value ; so also is the scite' of New Lancaster; 
but that of Zanesville exceeds them both; and if its pro~ 
gress is not checked by the pmprietor settirig too great a 
value upon the , remaining. lots, of which I think there is 
some little danger, it is ·likely to become a very fine place 
indeed~ As a situation for manufactures it has almost 
every advantage ; there is a sufficiency of water -to. drive 50 
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mills; ~al is on a hill in sight of the ce11tre of the town; 
and there. are iron-works within three or four miles of it ; . 
sheep are thriving in a wonderful manner; the river navi
gation is complete ; and the roads are improving every 
year. In short, I never saw a place that appeared to be 
better adapted for the establishment of almost every branch 
of manufactures ; and before leaving it, I shall say a few 
words on that subject generally. 

" Is it best that all our citizens should be employed in 
the improvement of the land, or that one-half should be 
called off from that to exercise manufactures and handi
craft arts for ·the other?'' This question was proposed by 
a celebrated public character, in the United States, in the 
year 1781 (see vol. I. page .251), and the answer .to it (page 
252) suggests an important reflection. It shows that the 
policy of the leading men in the United States, was favour
able to the system of foreign commerce, and oppos~d to 
the establishment of internal manufactures ; and the great 
change which has since taken place, must be predicated 
upon a very great change of circumstances. We accord
ingly find it stated in the last official report upon the sub
ject (see vol. I. page 397), that "several of the obstacJes 
which impeded the progress of manufactures have been re .. 
moved or lessened. The cheapness of provisions had al
ways, to a certain extent, counterbalanced the high price 
of manual labour ; AND TH IS IS NOW, IN MANY IMP OR

T ANT BRANCHES, NEARLY SUPERSEDED BY THE IN

TRODUCTION OF MACHINERY. A great American capi
tal has been acquired during the last 20 years; and tlze in
jurious violation of the neutral commerce of the , United 
States, BY FORCING INDUSTRY AND CAPITAL INTO 

OTHER CHANNELS, have broken inveterate habits~ and 

VOL, II. 2 H 
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given a general impulse, to which must be ascribed tlze 
great increase efnianufactures during the last two years." 

The first remark that presents itself is, that, in our rea. 

sonings upon this subject, we are extremely apt to asso
ciate with it the icka of the miseries to be found in the 
workshops of Europe. But I think the association is in. 
correct. In Europe, particularly in those quarters of it 
under the operation of the feudal system, " manufactures 
are resorted to, of necessity, to support the surplus of tl1eir 
pebple~" For the sale of the commodities manufactured 
they are deJ1endent on foreign markets. The working 
people can seldom acquire any capital, they are obliged to 
ply from morning till night for a bare existence, and are 
subject to all the contingencies of a foreign e1'port trade. 
Hence they'are seldom even in comfortable circumstances; 
when the foreign trade fails, their misery is often extreme. 

But the case is -entirely different in the. United States., 
Here every class is on an equal footing, and, every branch 
of internal industry -will naturally find its level. Manu
factures· will only flourish so far as they are on a level 
with other branches, and the ,vorkmen employed in them 
must be as well paid, as those employed in agriculture; 
111 consequence of which ,ve may fairly presume, that they 
will be equally virtuous, intelligent, and independent with 
the other members of the community. 
_ In a country where the government is exercised by the 

people, ,it is to be presumed that the state of society which 
is most conducive to internal independence is the best. A 
popular government can regulate the internal concerns of 
the country in a manner the best calculated to promote the 
public good; but they have no controul over foreign na
tions, and, so far as they are linked to then,1 by trade, fo-



QHiO .• 

reign nations may controul them. I should think, therefore, 

that the state of society which is the most independent is 

that which can supply the greatest number of its wants at 

home. That the manufactures of America will increase 
Jtntil they be equal to a supply of the· demand at home, I 
have no doubt, and to that extent they would be perfectly 
congenial with the practice of virtue. It is only when th& 
produce is so great that they depend upon a foreign mar
ket for a vent of the surplus, that they become pernicious. 

'That manufactures and the mechanical arts are not in 
themselves hurtful to a community, is obvious from many 

tonsiderations. Among others, a very bright example may 
be referred to in the Harmonist Society. They not only 
st1pply all their wants within themselves, but they sell an~ 
nually a large portion of their manufactures to their neigh
bours; yet we find that neither the organization of man um 
faetures, nor the exercise of the mechanical arts, have at all 
tmded to hurt their morals, or to interfere :with their pros
perity. On the contrary, they are probably the most vir
tuous society on the face of the earth, and they are flou
Fishing beyond all example. The plain reason is, that the~ 

tlre all on an equaljboting at home, and are not dependent 

on any person abroad~ They can regulate their own affairs 

in their own way. 
And it does not follow that in the prnsecution of manu-

. faetures and the mechanic arts, if confined to a supply ef 
the internal consumption of the country, "one-half of the 
people are taken away from agriculture." I have not the 

means of calculating the proportion that will be necessary, 

but I observe th,~t even in Britain, ·where they are so com

pletely dependent upon foreign markets, it is nearly as one 

and seven-tenths to t\vo : the agriculturists being estimatfld 



2-44 TRAVELS IN 

at 2,000,000, and the mechanics and manufacturers at 
1,730,000. In the Harmonist Society, the agriculturists 
are 103, mechanics 66, manufacturers 63; but the society 
have adopted the principle to raise no grain for sale, and to 
vest the whole of their surplus labour in manufactured ar
ticles for the country. By the report before alluded tQ 
(see vol. I. page 397), it appears that the American manu
factures exceed 120,000,000 dollars, and the' imports 
amount to about 30,000,000 dollars ; so that the addition· 
of one-fourth to the manufacturi~g class would perfect the 
system ; but such is the proportion of labour that can be 
saved by machinery, that it is presumed, if it were fairly ap
plied, the additional hands wanted would be much less than 
one-fourth, and not at all so many as would make a sensible' 
diminution in the ranks of the agriculturists. I have else
where remarked, " that in every community there are a great 
number of the members who are better calculated for la-

, hour in the house than in the field.'' I may add here, that 
in proportion to the increase of manufactures in the coun
try, will the farmer have a demand for his surplus produce 
at home, and be less dependent on a foreign market ; and 
it appears that he can be better accommodated, generally, 
with home-made articles, as they are more substantial in 
the fabric, and can be adapted with greater facility to the 
taste of the wearer, than foreign manufactures. 

These remarks apply with peculiar force to the ,western 
country, where the produce is far from a market, and where 
materials for manufactures are so abundanto 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Leave Zanesvzlle,-Cos!wcton,-New Philadelphia,-
Canton. 

OCTOBER 13th. I set out from Zanesville at 8 o'clock 
in the morning. I crossed the Muskingum by a boat, and 
travelled near the west bank, through a good tract of land, 
but little cultivated. At 10, I passed over a pretty high 
hill, where I had a fine view, and, through a country 
agreeably diversified, I reached W akatomika creek, 15 
miles from Zanesville. The land along the Muskingum 
would make very desirable farms, if cut into sections, 
having a quarter of a mile along the river, and one mile 
back. At W akatornika I saw a large flock of sheep, 
with some merinoes among them, and was informed they 
belonged to a Mr. Adams, who had been very successful 
in sheep-farming. The river banks are here fertile and 
beautiful; and, on the west bank, there are large and fertile 
bottoms. I travelled along these, close by the river, about 
2 miles, when I passed a methodist meeting-house. The 
hearers amounted to about SO or 40 only; but the preacher 
was holding forth as if he had been addressing as many 
thousands. He was literally · roaring. A little beyond 
this, I stopped at a tavern to feed my horse, and was told 
the family was from Virginia, and lilrnd this pla~e remark
ably well. 
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The bottoms -continue 6 or 7 miles along the river, and 
are interspersed with several little openings, the work, no 
doubt, of the Indian tribes, now no more in this place. 
About 6 miles from the tavern, I passed over, some of 
the river-hills, rough, steep, and stony; and thence des
cended into a rich bottom. Here I met a family in a 
waggon, travelling to New Lancaster,_ and they very ci
villy gave me information as to the best plac~ of crossing 
the river. I obeyed their directions, and crossed ov.er 
where they had done with their waggon. The river was 
here a beautiful , stream, about 130 yards wide, above 
knee-deep, with a fine sandy bottom. Along the e~st 
bank there is a beautiful plain of very rich land, 4 or 5 
miles to Coshocton, at the confluence of vVhite Woman''s 
creek and Tuscarawa river, and, having reached it, I 

stopped all night. 
Cos Hoc To N is the seat of j-ustice of Coshocton county, 

and is quite a new place, containing about 140 inhabitants. 
It is a little subject to fever and ague ; but the unhealthi
ness win be but temporary. The situation is beautiful, 

and the country round it is rich, abounding in coal, lime'" 
stone, and free-stone. The timber is oak, chesnut, wal

nut, &c. ; and the woods abound with sassafras. A great 

deal of stock is raised here for the eastern market. The 
country is so favourable, that cattle, w the value of 2100 
dollars, has been raised and sold off 90 acres of land ; and 
4500 bushels of corn have been raised on 80 acres in one 
year. 

October 14th. As I was preparing for my journey, I 
fell in with a Scotsman from Edinburgh, and we had a 
little conversation about Auld Reekie. The morning was 

damp and foggy. I rode about a mile through the bot· 
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tom, an~ could trace the cause of the fever and ague, in a 
number of little ponds which stand undrained in the mea
dow. The road passes over pretty high hills, about 5 
miles, and then descends into a rich plain, in which, how
ever, there are but few settlements, and the people look 
sickly. At 10 miles from Coshocton, I e:ame to a small 
tavern, where I stopped to breakfast. 

As I proposed to ride to New Philadelphia, 36 miles from 
Coshocton, and the road ·was altogether new to me, and 
often crossed the river, I was anxious to be gone as soon 
as possible, and urged the landlady to make all the haste 
she could. She said she would have the breakfast ready 

in a minute ; but the first indication I saw of dispatch 
was a preparation to twist the necks of two chickens. I 
told her to stop, and she gave me a look of astonishment. 
" Have you any eggs?" said I. " Yes, plenty," replied 
she, still keeping in a stooping posture, with the chicken 
in her hand. " vV ell," said I, " just boil an egg, and let 
rne have it, with a little bread and tea, and that will save 

you and I a great deal of trouble." She seemed quite 
embarrassed, and said she never could set down a break
fast to me like that. I assured her I would take nothing 
else. '~ Shall I fry some ham for you along with the, 
eggs?" said she. "No," said I," not a bit." "Wen, 
will you take a little stewed pork ?" " No." " Shall I 
make some fritters for you ? " " No." " Preserve me, 
what, what will you take, then?" '' A little bread, and 
tea, and an egg." "vVell, you're the most extraordinary 
man that I ever saw; but I can't set down a table that 

way." I saw that I was only to lose time by contesting 
the matter farther ; so I allowed her to follow her own 
plan as to the cooking, assuring her that I wonld t1ke 
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mine. as to eating. She detained me about half an hour, 
and at last placed upon the table a profusion of ham, eggs, 
fritters, bread, butter, and some excellent tea. All the 
time I was at breakfast, she kept pressing me to eat ; but 
l kept my own council, and touched none of the dishes, 
except the bread, tea, and an egg. She affected great 
surprize, and when I paid her the ordinary fare, a quarter 
of a dollar, she said it was hardly worth any thing. I 
mention this circumstance to show the kind hospitality of 
the landlady, and the good living enjoyed by the back
woods people. 

About a mile from the tavern, I passed a school, and 
thence through fertile bottoms, bounded by pretty high 
hill~, well calculated for sheep grazing. At half past 11 
I cr_ossed the river, which was above knee deep, and 
about 80 yards wide, with a fine gravelly bottom. At 12 
o'clock I passed through New Comer's town, and travel .. 
led about half an hour through pretty extensive plains. 
I then ascended a little hill, with a spring by the side of 
the way, which had a very bad smell; and I observed. in 
the neighbourhood a great deal of wood in a decaying 
state, and a vast quantity of leaves almost in a state of pu
tridity. The land is uncommonly rich; but there are 
few settlements. From hence is about 4 miles, through 
a pretty muddy road, to Yankee-town, where there ar~ a 
number of thriving settlements ; but, owing to its being 
an Indian reservation, the settlers cannot become possessed 
. of the land, and they move off as soon as they get land of 
their own; so that the place will probably not soon be of 
much importance. 

Beyond Yankee-town I again crossed the river, about 
knee deep, and stopped at pnadenhutten, a small towl)t 
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consisting of 3 or 4. houses, a post-office, tavern, and store .. 
The people are mostly Germans from Bedford, Pennsyl
vania, and ap1Jear to be very poor. This is also an Indian 
reservation. Two miles and a half from Gnadenhutten I 
again .crossed the river, above knee deep, the bottom fine 
sand, and the water pure. The road, for a · mile beyond 
the river, is very bad, through a rich bottom, after · which 
it improves, and passes through a very beautiful country 
to Shoenbrun, an Indian town, consisting of a few houses 
only. The Indians look wretchedly poor. ij:alf a mile 

. beyond this I again crossed the river, knee deep, and from 
thence passed on through a. fine level plain, a few miles, 
to New Philadelphia, where I stopped all night. 

NEw PHILADELPHIA is situated on a beautiful plain 
of 3000 acres, in a large bend of the Tuscarawa river. It 
was laid out in 1804, and is now the scat of justice of 
Tuscarawa county, and consists of about 22 dwelling
houses, containing 180 irihabitants. It is divided into lots · 
88 feet square, which sell at froin 20 to 200 dollars. The 
settlers are mostly Germans from Pennsylvania. The 
produce of the country is not more than sufficient for the 
settlement, except stock, which they drive to the eastward: 
the cattle to Philadelphia, and the hogs to Baltimore. 

1 

The 
land is good in the neighbourhood, and sells for about 4 
dollars per/ acre. The timber is oak, hickory, walnut, 
sugar-maple', and elm; and great quantities of Columbia 
root grows in the woods, of which 500 pounds· might, in 
some places, be gathered in a day. Coal, limestone, iron 
ore, and free-stone. abound in the neighbourhood. 

October 15th. This morning I fell in with an honest' 
Dutch farmer, and a young man from Cleveland ; and, as 
they were going the same road, I ayailed ,myself of their 

VOL, U. 2 I 
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company. We travelled through the plain about 2 miles,, 
and I observed that the soil was very sandy, and a great 
under growth of oak had sprung up in the course of a 
few years, a proof that these open prairies must have 
been kept clear of wood by the annual fires: o:f the Indians. 
Some of the adjoining hills were cultivated, and bore ex. 
cellerit crops_of wheat. To the north there is- an openingt 
and an extensive pFospect. 

Two miles froin the town \Ve forded the river, about 80 
yards wide, and- about k11ee deep, the bottom gravel,. and 
the banks fertile, but uncultivated. The lands on the 
north side of the river rise very ~beautifully,. by a gradual 
ascent, and are of an excellent quality. I was told that a 
considerable quantity was heie for sale. I found our 
traveller from Lake Erie very communicative, and he gave 
me a great deal of information about the banks of the lake. 
The Gerinan told me he was settled, very much to his 
satisfaction;·· 11ot fa:r from . where . I breakfasted yesterday 
morning. H-e said the fever and ague will be very tempo
r.ary, as the river is pure water, and the lands can be all 
drained. The river makes a considerable bend to the 
eastward, to ,where it receives the waters of Gutgatsink 
e11eek, and the road mns right along · its banks, where the' 
whole country is really beautiful; but as we proceeded in 
our course the bottom on "vhich we travelled became nar
row and stony. We passed the river by a fine ford,, about 
60 yards wide,. as usual about knee deep, and a gravelly 
bottom. This is the seventh time that I forded this river 
since I left Zanesville, and I always found nearly the same 
result-clear water, knee· deep, and .gravelly bottom; and 
I have ,110 hesitq.tion in ·pronouncing it tlie most . beautiful 
river l €Ver' saw, except the Ohio ; and the scenery on its 
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banks is everi·inore 'beautiful than on the Ohio. This is a 
very fine,,country, .and wiU, in my opinion, become:the seat 
of most extensive and thriving settlements. 
, After crossii~g the.river we called at ,the honse of a 

Dutch farmer, ·'V\lhti fold us he had settled. here 10 years 
ago, at which ti.me th:ere was no house between _him a11:d 

Gnadenhutten, an,d there .are- now numerotis settlements, a 
proof of the rapidity with wµich. this country is s~ttli11g up. 
We tra'Velled along a fertile· plain on -the·. riv~t's bank, 
b~~tndbd with pretty high land on pur right, for four miles, 
ahd stopped at a Dutch tavern_ to breakfast .. 

The ,Dutch. people make expellent settlers in a new 
country: they are a plodding, sl9w, sure-footed, sober 
race ; and have an ex~~llent. knack at finding out. the rich 
places. . The. only. fo~ they have t9 · encoun,te~- 1s, the ague, 
but they seem to be used to it, .as the. :fisherwoman's eels 
.were to skinning.·. They don't mind a shake. · ·()ne of th,e 
women here, a great long, lank, leathern-necked·',' huzzy," 
as yellow as an , orange, was chattering in a corner like a 
pair of castanets; but the rest of. the females were 'suf
ficiently active, though, blessed 

1
be Jhe. maker, they were 

''.nae ,~temptation.". However they gave us an excellent 
b~fast, for1 which we chearfully paid our quarter of a 
dollar each,. and departed. 
1 A fow. miles from thence we. crossed . Sandy creek,. 
where it forms the junction with. the Tuscarawa. It is 
here a . considerable stream, nearly as large as the Tus
carawa ,itself. To .the west are ext~nsive prairies, and the 
view.along them··is unc;on1monly elegant. After crossing 
the river we took a bye path. which led u~ over, a range of 
hills, some of them so steep. that we could hardly sit on 
our .hor~es; and about. two.·pliles. from Sandy rive~ we 
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fell into ~he main .road, where the German left me, .and I 
jogged on alone towards Canton, now nine miles distant. 
On getting over the hilly district, the road passes through 
a tract of wet, muddy land ; the soil is rich, and heavily 
timbered, but the road very bad; ctnd this continues to 
within two miles of Canton, where the country opens out 
into a very extensive prame. · Along this I rode ~ little 
way, when I passed a branch of Nimshilen creek, which 
I forded about knee deep. There I passed through a 
small stripe of wood, and, entering t~e prairie on th~ east 
side of it, I had a view of Canton, finely situated in the 
open plain, and reached it at three o'clock. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Canton,-Canton district,-Connecticut reserve,-· 

Cleveland. 

CANTON is the seat of justic; for Stark county, and is 

situated in latitude 40° 48', about 100 miles from Pitts

burg, and nearly 400 from Philadelphia. It is regularly 

laid out in streets and lots. The streets are from 80 to 

100 feet wide, _crossing one another at right ang~s, and 

there is a square in the centre. The lots are about 250 

in number, and 66 feet in front, by 198 deep, being near 

one-third of an acre, and they sell for from 50 to 300 

dollars. 
Canton was laid out about five years ago, and now 

consists of 30 dwelling-houses, four taverns, and nine 

stores. . The number of inhabitants is about 250. There 

are no public buildings. 

The inhabitants are composed of farmers and mechan

ics, and are mostly from Pennsylvania. No manufac

tures have yet been established except in families, but 

these are general; and there are a number of mills in the 

neighbourhood, and several wool-carding machines. Sheep 

thrive remarkably well in the neighbourhood, and it is pre-. 

sumed a manufacture of coarse woollen5 would succeed. 

The price of labour is nearly the same as at Zanesville; 

common labourers have 50 cents per day and found, 

masons, carpenters, &c., one dollar per day. The great 
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influx of new settlers consume all the surplus provisions, 

except st9ck; which is sent to a market at Philadelphia 

and Baltimore. Flour sells at· five dollars per barrel, beef 

at 3 dollars 50 cents per cwt. 
The climate is pretty healthy. Some few cases of fever 

and. ague occur, but they are not very common. 

C .ANT o N Dr s TR r c T , was lately purchased from the 

Indians, and extends from the Tuscarawas river about 68 

miles to the westward, and from the Connecticut reserva,. 

tion to the north boundary of Zanesville and Chillicothe 

districts, its average breadth being 28 miles. - Its area is 
about 1800 square-miles, or 1,152,000 acres. 

The district -is nearly all level, and fit for cultivation, 

but it is in many parts very muddy, a circumstance 

common. in the districts situated on the head waters of 
the rivers in this state. On this account it is difficult to 

make good roads, and it requires a pretty thick popufati011 

to drain the country, and make it agreeable ; but there is 
a·-sufficient descent for/ carrying off the water,: and this will 
be a very desirable country some time hence. It is abun

dantly supplied with springs, and streams of pure water. 

There is a great deal of prairie or meadow land interspersed 
through it. 

The principal timber is walnut, poplar,· ash, elm,· oak, 
sugar maple-, and hickory. The soil is well adapted to the 

culture of grain, grass, tobacco, hemp, &c. 

The district is settling up mostly by people from Penn
sylvania. It is divided into t,vo counties; but the popula
tion is yet very thin, and is principally confined to the 

banks of the· rivers. Very favourable purchases could at 

present be made in the district. The greater part of the 

land is? of cou-rse, in the hands of the United States go-
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vernment. The price has been noticed before. The land.; 
office is at Canton. 

October 16th. Last evening the weather was very 
warm, with a south wind, and thick dense clouds. Towards 
nine o'clock it cleared up, but the sky was heavy, and 
indicated rain. The comet was to be seen with an un
commonly long tail. In the morn~ng it became suddenly 
cool, and it rained violently till about 11 o'clock. I was 

anxious to move on; but I could not complain, for this. 
was the only detention I met ~ith from the weather, ex .. 
cept half an hour on the Ohio,·in a journey of 1500 miles. 
At 12 o'clock it cleared up, and having met with a travel
ling companion going to Springfield, in the Connecticut 
reservation, we set out together. 

We travelled about a mile through the open plain, when 
we entered the woods, but the trees were not thick. Si:& 
miles from Canton we. passed a branch of Numshilen 
·creek, where a saw-mill is erected, the pr~perty of a Mr. 
Everhart; and about a mile further we came to a very 
muddy road, through a thick wood, where we met with a 
sudden alarm. In the course of our journey the weather 
had assumed a settled aspect, and the sun occasionally 
peeped through the clouds; but now the sky ,vas sudden
ly overcast, and it began to rain. We took shelter below 
a large tree. In a few minutes we heard a noise like dis. 
tant thunder, and it continued to approach us. It was the 
effect of the wind on the woods, which reaching us brought 
down a limb from a tree in our neighbourhood with a crash., 
We left our position, and moved onward as fast as a road, 

which nearly took our horses to the knees, would allow us .. 
The storm increased-the wind raged-limbs cracked,. and 
the leaves of trees flew about in all directions, darkening" 
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the air in their flight; the woods rung with the falling of 
the trees; and, to complete the alarm, a ,vhole tree was blown, 
down with dreadful violence close by us. ,v e were for a 
few moments rivetted to the spot ; but our alarm soon sub
sided-it was now a dead calm-all .was as silent as the 
grave, and nothing of the squall remained but its extraorA 
dinary effects on the woods. 

We moved on, and came to a little clearing, and a smair 
cabin, where we proposed taking shelter ; but the people 
giving it as their opinion that the storm was over, we went 
b~1 to a tavern 10 miles from Canton. The family informed 
us that they had moved from •Maryland, and were of Ger~ 
man origin ; they could still speak Gennan, although their 
grandfather had left his native country 60. or 70 years ago~ 

After leaving the tavern about a mile, we .saw a tent 
pitched in the ,;rnods a little off the road, and turned aside 
to make inquiries. This was an emigrant family, consist
ing of a man, his wife, and two children. They had tra
velled far. in quest of a settlement, and their means being 
exhausted, they ·were obliged to stop short at this place, 
where they meant to sit down and clear and cultivate a 
i)iece of land. In the language of the country, they ·were 
squatters. The only visible substance they had, was a 
tent, a waggon, a horse, a cow, and some bedding. The 
tent and bedding had been drenched by the rain, but they 
had a large fire before the door, at which the bedding was 
hung up to dry, and they sat round it apparently very con~· 

tented. Little do those who live in cities know of the hard~ 
ships to be endured by those who subdue and settle the wil
derness ! and yet perhaps the life of the latter is most to be 
envied; they are free from all care except that of providing 
for their families, and the real ,vants of a family are easily 
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supplied; they have no credit to support nor bills to pay; 
and they can train up their children in the paths of virtue 
and of industry, far removed from the evil example of the 
wicked ; no artificial circumstance stands between them 
and their maker : they can behold the bounty of his provi
dence in their flocks, and herds, and in the fields around 
them; they can work their daily task, confident of a re
ward ; and, blessing the God of mercies, they can repose 
their heads on the pillow, and enjoy a sweet sleep, the re
ward ·Of rational labour, and a good conscience. 

A little beyond this encampment the. country becomes 
ridgy and barren; we travelled a mile, when we crossed the 
Tuscarawa, by a wooden bridge. This is now the eighth 
time that I have crossed this river since leaving Zanesville• 
Here it is a small stream, quite covered with }::>rush-wood, 
and its source is in a small lake a few miles to the east.,., 
ward. We now entered into the Connecticut Reservation, 
at the 41st degree of latitude, and this being the dividing 
ridge between the northern and south~rn waters, the same 
train of reflections occurred as on the top of the Allegany 
mountains (see vol. II. page 41). On a shower of rain 
falling here, part of it finds its way to the ocean· at· New 
Orleans, .and part at the gulph of St. Lawrence, distant 
upwards of 2000 miles. 

After passing the ridge, we came into a fine open plain 
of fertile land, in which were a great many fields of wheat, 
and about the middle of it my fellow-traveller and I parted. 
At the end of this plain, the road winds to the vvestward, 
through pretty thick woods, in which I travelled about 
three miles, and, coming to a small opening, I stopped for 
the night at the house of a Mr. Bradley. 

VOL. I.I. 2 K 
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Mr. Bradley told me he moved from the north-west cor., 
ner of Connecticut, to Canfield, 35 miles to the eastward, 
and two years ago he had removed to this place. This 
township is called Springfield, and has settled up pretty 
fast within a few years; it now contains 24 families. It 
has been tolerably healthy this season, but some of the ad
joining townships have been very much affiicted with fever 
and ague. There is a number of tracts of good land in 
the town, and it is favourable for raising all sorts of small 
grain, grass, and vegetables. Pumpkins grow to an enor
mous size, and the people live a good deal upon pumpkin 
pies. 

Mr. Bradley has a thriving family of six sons and one 
daughter.· They have quite the Connecticut appearance. 
They say they like this country very well. 

October 17. I set out from Mr. Bradley's at half past 
6 o'clock; the morning was clear, with a little frost. Hav
ing travelled about three miles,. through a muddy road,. I 
crossed the south branch of the Cayahoga river by a wooden 
bridge. It is here a dull black stream, covered with btush
wood. The north bank rises by a gentle elevation1 and 
is capable of cultivation, but it is poor land. I was now in· 
· Tamage township ; the country is very tl1inly settled, and_ 
the road deplorably bad. Having passed through Tamage 
five miles, I entered into Stow, and soon after crossed the 
main branch of the Cayahoga river, by a shallow ford ; the 
river is about 80 yards broad, and the bottom stony. There 
are several settlements on its banks, mostly of people from 
Connecticut. About a mile from the river I stopped to 
breakfast. 

Here I was informed by the family, that they were from 
Midclleton, Connecticut ; from whence a good many of the 
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settlers in this town are. The -country has suffered a good 
deal from fever and ague· this summer ; more, indee.d, 
than in any season they have been in the country, now 10 
years. This township contains about 40 families, 20 of 
whom have settled here within two years. The adjoining 
towns of Olmstead and Northampton are not well settled, 
being subject very much to fever and ague, which is the 
case in a great part of Portage county, and the settlers now 
move more to the Fire lands. The town of Hudson, to 
the north, is an old and thriving settlement; the people 
have fine dairies, and make a great qua~1tity of excellent 
cheese and butter for the supply of other parts of the 
country, and for the New Orleans market. 

Hitherto I had seen nothing but log houses since I left 
Canton, and I was desirous of seeing Hudson, where I 
was told there were a number of handsome frame houses; 
but I was informed the road was so bad, that I could not 
get along, and was advised to go by the portage path. 

In pursuance of this ad vice, I took a road leading to 
the westward, by the banks of the river, on which there 
were some settlements, and I passed a beautiful little lake 
of pure water. About 3 miles from the tavern, I came 
into the portage road, and, turning to the northward about 
half a mile, I came to a pretty little settlement on the 
banks of a stream called Mud creek, where there is a fine 
fall of water and a saw-mill. The people here look healthy, 
and, on asking one of them how he liked the country, he 

answered, " mighty well." 
I passed the creek by a wooden bridge, from whence 

the road ascends a pretty steep bank, from which I antici~ 
pated a good road, but was sadly disappointed. It passed 
through a series of mud swamps, in some of which my 
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horse sunk to the knees. Getting through these, I reached 
a dry, elevated, ri~ing ground, where I saw two deer 
bound across before me, and several very large black tur
kies took flight from the tops of the trees. Six miles from 
the creek, I passed a farm-house, where I was told that 
the Cayahoga river was 2 miles to the westward, and that 
I was now in the township of Boston. From thence I 
passed through the ·worst road 'l had yet seen ~n America 
8 miles, and reached a small settlement at the junction of 

the Hudson road with the portage road; here l stopped to 
feed my horse, after the fatiguing journey it had encoun
tered. I thought I must surely have been misinformed 
as to the road by Hudson; it could not be so bad as that 
I had passed. I mentioned this to the landlord, but he 
assured me that 1Iiy information was quite correct. The 
Hudson road was 10 degrees worse than the other. ,¥hile 

· I stopped here, a family came in with a waggon, who in
formed me they were from Champlain, out 5 weeks, and 
were bound for the Miami country. From Champlain to 
the Miami country is not· less than 800 miles, a long and 
fatiguing journey for a family ; but they will have a beau
tiful and fertile country when they arrive at their place of 
destination. 

Soon after leaving this place,. I came up with a wag
goner, who informed me his business was to haul salt, &c. 
from Cleveland, on the lake, to the portage on the Tusca
rawa, and that the distance was about 4.2 miles. He had 
been out in the rain all yesterday, and was out in the frost 
all night without a fire, or the means of making one .. A 
few miles from where we met, we reached a settlement on 
Tinker's creek, where ,ve stopped all night. 
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Tinker's creek has its rise beyond the town of Hudson,c 
and is here a considerable stream, running in a deep val
ley, where it drives several mills. . It falls into the Caya
hoga river, a little below where we stopped. 

The landlord was from home, and the family were ill. 
provided. They had no bread, nor wherewithal to make 
it; they had no beef, and no sugar ; but they had some 
bad tea, bad potatoes, and pork such as I have seen in 
North Carolina. They made a sort of non-descript dish, 

. by stewing a few slices of potatoes with the pork, and 
served it up, swimming in butter. It put me in mind of 
Burns' 

" Olio that would staw a sow." 

However, my fellow-traveller, the salt-hauler, made a very 
hearty meal; and I took a little, and but a little of it, al- · 
beit I got · no dinner, and had a pretty good appetite~ 
Some milk came in from the cows, of which I partook 
freely, and an obliging Rhode Islander, who. lodged at 
the house, favoured me with a little whisky and water, 
which I found a real cordial. 

The night was very cold, and the kitchen, which con
tained the only fire in the house, being ill secured against 
it, I retired to bed in an adjoining room. As I dreaded 
the effects of the cold, I threw my own clothes over the 
bed-clothes, and, noticing a pane out of one of the win
dow~ I shoved an empty bag into it, and retired to rest . 
. . October 18th. I awoke early this morning, shivering 

with cold, and wished it might soon be day-light, that I 
might depart from this uncomfortable place. At last day 
dawned, and I was not long in perceiving the light, for it 
poured in upon me i~ all directions, perpendicularly, dia-
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gonally, and lateraily. The house was literally like a riddle, 
and there was an opening almost close by my bed-side, 
that would have. let in a horse. When J looked round, 
and perceived so many openings, I could not but laugh 
at my precaution of last night, in stopping up t~e broken 
window; where, however, I allowed the bag to remain, 
as an admonition to the people to repair the house before 
winter. 

At half past 6 I -set out out towards Cleveland, now 12 

miles distant. I ascended from the creek by a pretty 
_steep path, from. whence I travelled. a few miles to another 
creek, having a fall of about 80 feet, and handsome free., 
stone banks. I .saw some mills ; but they were idle, and 
appeared to be going to decay. The country appeared 
poor, and the people sickly. 

From Canton to this place, the travelling ·had been far 
from agreeable ; the roads were muddy, and often deep ; 
and the country was one dull plain, without a single ob~ 
ject to exhilarate the imagination, or cheer the spirits ; and 
latterly the people looked pale and sickly. :8ut I was 
buoyed up with the anticipation of the beauties of Lake 
Erie, to which I posted with all the alacrity of impatience. 
I noticed, as I went along, that the country on the banks 
of the Cayahoga. river improved; the road led by a high 
bank, from whence there was a fine view to the westward; 
the bottoms on the river were extensive and fertile; though 
I observed the seeds of disease in its slow, sluggish, wind
ing course, choked up with a vast quantity of vegetable 
matter undergoing decomposition; and at every settlement 
I pcissed, the pale, sickly visages of the inhabitants con
firmed the remark. At last, Lake Erie appeared,' with 
a beautiful, blue, placid surface, checkering through the 
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trees. I reached Cleveland; · but, without stopping to ex
amine the city, I rode on to the bank, where, from an 
eminence about 70 feet high, I beheld the lake in all its 
glory. To the northward, no land was to be seen ; and 
to the east and west, the banks were high, and the scenery 
very picturesque; the view was really sublime. I was 
delighted with it ; and, full of the pleasing sensations 
which such a view was calculated to excite, I pursued my 
way to the tavern. But, 0 ! what a contrast was there! 
the people looked pale, sickly, and dejected. I learned 
that they had been affiicted with a very severe sicki:iess. 
this season. It was periodical, they said, and generally 
fever and ague; but this season it had been worse than 
usual, and accompanied with some very severe cases of 
bilious fever. I found that this had proved a complete 
check upon the improvem~nt of Cleveland, which, though 
clignified with the name of a c 1 TY, remained a paltry vil
lage, containing a few houses only. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Cleveland,-Banks ef L(Jlce Erie. 

THERE are certain striking circumstances which have 
a tendency to make a forcible and durable impression upon 
the mind ; and it is the object of reason to correct them, 
and render them consistent with truth. From Volnefs 
View of. the Climate of the United States, I was led to 
believe that the banks of Lake Erie were unhealthy*. 
The first point I landed at was '' infested with fevers," 

· and I naturally concluded, that the account which re
presents these to be general on its margin was correct. 
I met with a Mr. Strong at Cleveland, who was recently 
from Onondago, in the state of New Yark, and had tra
velled along the banks of the lake to the eastward. I -
communicated my impressions to him, when he assured 
me they were incorrect, for he had not met with any 
sickness on the lake before he reached this place. He 
informed me that his object was to make a survey of part 
of the state of Ohio, with a view of finding a township of 

' good land, in an agreeable situation, that he and some of 
his neighbours might retire to. On this account, he had 
paid particular attention to the banks of the lake, and 
found no sickness whatever ; but the land he considered 

* " In the western country, I should prefer to live, 100 years 
hence, on t!te margin of Lake Erie, for then it will not. as now; be, 

infested with fever.s."-Volney's View. 
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as not the best, and resolved to extend: his tour. He was 
waiting for a travelling companion, who was coming by 
water from Buffalo. · 

Mr. Strong and I having the same objects in view, that 
of procuring authentic information, cemented a temporary 
friendship. I found him an intelligent, well-informed man; 
and got a good deal of local information from,hini. · We 
took ~ walk to the lake shore, and went along to the out~ 
let of the river. The river winds-through rich bottoms 
by a very sluggish stream, and when within 40 or 50 yards 
of the lake, holds a west course of about 300 yards, and 
is divided all the way from the lake by a narro-w sand~ 
bank. The mouth of the river is' choaked up by a sand: 
bar, which dams up the water, and prevents it from having 
a free passage. It stands in a deep pool, two or three miles 
long ; and the water being stagnant, and contaminated by 
decaying vegetables, affiicts the inhabitants on its margin 
with fever and ague. If putrid animal substanc~s be ad .. 
ded, they will be affiicted with bilious fever.. I am of 
opinion, that it must have been contaminated with putrid 
animal substances when we visited it, for the smell was. 
almost insufferable ; and I can account for it no way so 
well, as by supposing that the contaminated water had 
killed the fishes. I have frequently observed water im.• 
pregnated with decayed vegetable substances to have this 
effect, and it appeared to me, that the water was sufficient~ 
ly impregnated to. have it here. Should this be the true 
solution, a radical cure may be suggested, and it is inti
mately connected with another important subject, that of 
making· a good harbour at this place, and, of completing 
the communication by water between lake Erie and the 
Ohio river, by a canal. 

VOL. JI. 2 L 
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It is found thc1t the Cayahoga river can be rendered na4 
-vigable about 50 miles, to where there is a portage of bed 
tween seven and eight miles to the Tuscarawa river; and 
the state ~f Ohio, aware of the importance of .this naviga. 
-iion, passed an act to provide for its improvement by a lot. 
tery: b:ut a sufficient number of the tickets have not been 
§Old ; the lottery is undrawn ; and consequently nothing 
has been done. Two of the most discouraging circum. 

1stances are the want of a harbour, and the sickness at the 
mouth of the river preventing a respectable settlement at 

Cleveland. The inconvenience arising from the want of 
a fowbour, will be stJ.fficiently obvious by stating, that a 
,brig. which had been built in the river lay in it while I 
was there, and c01.Jld not be got into the lake by reason of 
the sand-bar. The sickness I have noticed. 
· . The difficulty . might, in my opinion, be obviated by 

cutting a channel for the river, directly through the sand. 
bar before noticed, at the foot of the high bank on which 
·Cleveland stands, and then running a pier, forming the seg0 

ment of q circle, along the west side of the new cut, so as 
to shield the river from the north-west winds, and prevent 
itfrom. being choaked up with sand. This would secure 
a free outlet to the river; and the business could be com
pleted by clearing out the brush and rubbish to the head 
of the navigation. Should these circumstances be attend .. 
ed to, and succeed, the result would make Cleveland a 
very healthy, as it certainly is a very beautiful place, and 
confer a lasting advantage on the state of Ohio. .The sub
ject deserves legislative attention, and merits the particular 
1:1otice of those gentlemen who are residents, or proprietors 
of the lands, in the Connecticut reservation~ 
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The founders of Cleveland have, no doubt, been im. 
']?ressed with the belief that it would be a place of great 
importance, and it has been noticed that it is dignified with 
the title of a city, although it contains only 16 dwelling.:. 
houses, 2 taverns, 2 stores, and 1 school. There is a little 
trade in salt, and sometimes a little in flour, pork, and 
whisky ; but the whole is trifling, and will. continue so, 
until a harbour be formed. Should that be done, it may 
in time command a pretty extensive trade. The country 
at present has no flour nor provisions to spare ; they are 
all taken up by the emigrants who yearly pour into it. 
Wheat was 1 dollar pe:r bushel, rye 7 5 cents, oats 3 7 l, 
potatoes 50, flour 7 dollars pet barrel, beef 3 dollars 50 
cents per cwt., mutton and veal 5 to 6 cents per lb., pork 
5 dollars per civt., cheese (good Hudson) 10 cents pe:r lb., 
butter 12-h w"4isky 50 cents per gallon, cyder 7 dollars 
per barrel, salt 1 dollar 20 cents per cwt. Fish are very 
plenty in the lake, and white fish are put up in barrels at 
10 dollars per barrel; horses sell from 50 to 100 dollars~ 
cows 20 to 25 dollars, sheep 2 dollars 50 cents. Boarding 
at a tavern is 3 dollars per week. 

October 19th. This morning I set out, accompanied 
by Mr. Strong, to -visit Rocky river,. distant about seven 
miles to the westward. We crossed the Cayahoga river 
by a flat. The land to the westward was level, and the 
road muddy, but the soil is pretty g0od, and is capable of 
being drained ; having a gentle slope to the lake. The 
woods are mostly white oak, chesnut, and beech. About 
three miles from Cleveland, we passed a road which led 
to Columbia, from whence we saw some travellers, and 
they informed us that it had been very sickly this season. 
We saw no settlements all the way to Rocky river, but 
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there is one at its outlet, on a high bank; the settlers on 
which were sickly. We found a general idea prevailing 
here, that the whole cow1try was sickly between these two 

rivers. 
Rocky river, like Cayahoga river, has high banks, and 

its mouth is shut .up by the north-,vest winds on the lake,· 
.which cause the water to stagnate, and, until means be de. 
vised to obviate this inconvenience, the country, at its out
let, must be unhealthy. There were no settlements along 
its banks upwards, from which we could draw a conclu
sion ; but I should imagine, from its appearance, that it 
would be more healthy than Cayahoga river. 

A small yessel had put in here, with a family, bound up
ward to Sandusky bay, to wait a fair wind ; and one of 

the children was taken sick last night, but had got a little 
better this morning. 

On our return,. we met two men on horseback, who told 

us they were settled 5 miles to the westward of Rocky ri
ver,. and the country there -was quite healthy and well set~ 
tled. One .of them was.from Massachusetts, and· said he 
{. 

liked this country much better than his native state, chiefly 
PI\ account of the mild winters. 

_ The morning had been warm, rather sultry, indeed, with 
a so.uth wind. On our retu ... 1;1 to Cleveland, I perceived all 
the signs of an approaching storm. About 3 o'clock, the 
wind' shifted to the north-west, and a violent gale com

menced, accompanied with rain, thunder, and lightning. 
The weathei· became verv cold for about half an hour: but 

,I 

the storm spent its force ; the wind regained its old posi-
tion; and the temperature of the air was restored to near 
its formet state. It rained very heavily all the afternoon 
and evening 6 
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October 20th. On getting up this morning, I found the 
weat~ia very cold. The wind was blowing a gale from the 
north-west, accompanied by rain, and occasionally sleet and 
snow. The lake exhibited all the appearances of the ocean 
in a storm, and the river was so dammed up, that it over
flowed its banks. We were informed that some of the 
traders on the. lake would be in great jeopardy, particu
larly two vessels that were bound for the port of Cleve~ 
land, and had been seen several times in the offing, without 
being able to make a landing. It was supposed they would 
be driven back to Buffalo, 200 miles distant, at the east 
end of the lake. A number of mechanics called at the ta
vern, on their way to Sandusky bay, to which there had 
been a · great emigration the two last seasons. 

The detention at Cleveland afforded me an opportunity 
of conversing with a number of people well acquainted 
with the Connecticut reservation, the lake, the banks of the 
lake to the westward, and Michigan territory. . . Before I 
resume the narrative of.· the journey, therefore, i shall de~ 
vote a couple of chapters to these subjects. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Connecticut Reserve,-Lake Erie,-. General 
Information. 

THE CoNNECTlCUT WEsTERN RESERVATION is 

bounded by Lake Erie on the north;- by Steubenville and 
Canton Districts on the south ; by Pennsylvania on the 
east; and by a line drawn· through-the middle of Sandusky. 
bay on the west. - It is in length about 122 miles, its 

average breadth about 45; and its area is about 5,34g 
square miles, or 3;423;360 acres. 

The face of the country is generally level, in some 
places nearly flat, and in others swelling out into gentle 
hills, of which the greatest is the ridge that divides the 
waters of the lakes from those of the Mississippi. To the 
south of these there is a gentle descent towards the Ohio, 
and in the tract to the north, which is by the far greatest, 
there is a similar descent towards Lake Erie. The soil. is 
generally loam intermixed with clay, and sometimes with . 
gravel. Very little of it can be called the best, but it is 
gearly all fit for cultivation, and it answers well for graz
ing; it also raises grain, vegetables, and fruit, in abun
dance. In the state books it stands, six per cent. second 

- rate, and 94 per cent. third rate land. There are considera
ble beds ofJree-stone throughout the district, and coal and 
iron are also found, but in no great abundance; though 
~everal iron-works are in operation, and it is presumed 
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that a plentiful supply of both could be found if properly 
sought for. -
- It is most beautifully watered on the north by the lake, 

and there are a number of very useful rivers, of which 
those that empty into the lake will be noticed hereafter. 
The principal stream that runs to the south is Beaver creek, 
a very important one, which drives a great quantity of 
machinery. The whole district is well supplied ,vith 

springs of good water, and there are several salt springs, 
sulphur springs, an.d one of a bituminous substance, that 
bums like oil. 

The principal timber is oak, chesnut, beech, maple, 
walnut, hickory, sycamore, and in some places pine; but 
the last is not common here,,and is hardly to be found any 
where else in the state. 

The climate is temperate, and the seasons are nearly 
assimilated to others already noticed in the state; but there 
is a circumstance which appears to me to render the country 

I 

here not so healthy as that farther south. The prevailing 
winds are from the south, particularly in su111mer c1nd faU, 
and these, as they blow over the high lands of Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Virginia, are clear and elastic in all the 
southern part of the state, which is hilly and undulqting. 
Towards the head waters of the rivers, ,however, the 
country becomes flat and ' marshy, in some few places, 
indet i, swampy, and the south winds reach this district 
loaded with the effluvia arising from these marshes and 
swamps. The effect produced is greatest about the 
Cayahoga river, opposite to which the lands at the head 
waters are most flat ; towards the west they get more 
elevated, and the elevation is greater still to the · eastward ; 
and this may in part account for the fc-rers bejng . more 
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common in Portage county and Cayanoga county, than 
any where else in the district. But a consolatory remark 
may be made to the inhabitants of these districts : the oc
casional sickness will be but temporary, and never very 
fatal. There are no marshes or swamps but what may and 
will be drained, when the country is settled up;. and the 
whole will then be a very fine 'climate, and a most agreea. 
ble place of residence. 

The claim of Connecticut to this territory was founded 
upon the charter of the state, granted by king Charles II 
of England, in 1662; which defined their boundaries to 
be the line of Massachusetts on the 11orth, N arraganset-bay . 
. on the east, and thence 120 miles broad to the South Sea. 
This was interpreted to be the Pacific Ocean, and of course 
included part of the state of New York, a considerable 
portion of Pennsylvania, and thence along the now state 
of Ohio and the territories to the westward. The state of 
New' York resisted the claim, and succeeded. In Penn
sylvania a number of settlements were made under Con- · 
necticut titles, which occasioned a dispute, that was re-
ferred to congress, and by them to commissioners, who 
reported against the Connecticut claim. To the westward 
Connecticut yielded her claim to the United States, with 
the exception of the territory in question, which being 
accepted by congress, the matter ,vas settled. , In 1793 the 
legislature granted 50<\000 acres of the vvestern part of it to 
indemnify the sufterers by fire during :the· war, and this 
tract is called the Fire lands. In 1795 they sold the re~ 
mainder to Oliver Phelps and others, for 1,200,000 dollars; 
which is appropriated to the support of schools within the 
state. The purchasers · of the lands made a division of the 
property, and the settlements commenced a short time 
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after, and have been going on pretty rapidly s'ince the year 
1799, by emigration from the New England states, princi
pally from the state of Connecticut. The district is nmv 
divided into six counties, and contains 16,042 inhabitants. 
The people have generally the frugal, industrious habits of 
the New England states, and are civil in their manners, 
and moral in their deportment. Education is generally 
attended to, and they seem also to be religious, although 
the thin state of society does not admit of many churches 
or clergy. As to civil jurisprudence, the state of Connec
ticut seems to have given a tone to it in this district, which 
has probably had considerable influence throughout the 
state. The people of Connecticut have been accused _ of 
encouraging a litigious disposition, and of being fond of 
having all their disputes, even the most trivial, settled ac

cording to law. Here, on the contrary, they seem inclined, 
to avoid all law, and all litigation; and have imbibed per
haps an unreasonable aversion to lawyers; which I have 
seen manifested in some of the newspapers by opprobrious 
epithets, such as "lawyers a beggitig," and the like. The 
law is a profession open to all, and many bad members of 
society no doubt get intq it ;-when they do, they have a 
superior opportunity of committing mischief. But all 
lawyers are not to be reckoned of this class, and the pro
fession should not be stigmatized for the improper conduct 
of some of its members. The study of the laws of the 
land is one of the most useful and ornamental professions 
in society, and such lawyers as conscientiously practise it 
are an honour to their country and to human nature. 

· There are as yet but few villages in this district. vVarren 
is the chief, and it is but a small place. The houses are 
mostly of wood, a great part of them indeed being log-

VOl,. IL 2 M 
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houses ; but they will no doubt improve with the settle~ 

ment of the country. 
The agriculturalists are mostly occupied it1 raising sup. 

pHes for the internal consumption of the inhabitants, who 
manufacture nearly all their own clothing, in their respec
tive families, so that there is little commerce: the chief 
trade is in salt, and a few ornamentfll imported goods,. 
The principal exports are cattle and cheese. Henc,e 
farmers and mechanics are best adapted to the country, 

and the price of land is sufficiently low to invite them into 
it ; being about from two to four dollars per acre. 

LAKE ERIE is nearly 300 miles long; opposite Cleve .. 

land it is about 60 miles broad; to the eastward it is above 
70 ;-the avera.ge breadth is from 50 to 60 miles~ l,tt, 
average depth is from 40 to 120 feet. The water is pure 
and wholesome, and abounds with fish, such as sturgeon,, 
white-fish, trout, perch, o:cc. The lak,e does ·;not free~.e ii) 
the middle, but is frequently frozen on both sides ; a.nd 
sometimes in winter, ·when the winds are variable., the ic~ 

e~hibits a singular phenomenon. A south wind blows all 
to. the Canada shore, and a north wi~, again .cijslodg~s it 
and brings i.t all back to the An1ericart side, There are a 
number of· islands in the '1vest end ,of the lake, containipg 
from 800 to 2000 acres of land, and the soil is said to be 
generally good. These islands are settling up, some of 

them very rapidly, and are found to be very healthy and 
agreeable place,s of residence. They clre handsome ai)d 

well wooded, and some of them afford a good retre.at for 

the vessels on the -lakes in stormy weather. 

Thi~ and the other lakes are navigated by vessels of 
from 70 to 80 tons, which carry goods and provisions up 
the lakes as far :1s the head of Lake Superior., and b.ri1-1g 
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back furs and peltry. The navigation is good to the head 
of Lake Superior, except it1 Lake St. Clair, where the 
water is shallow, and vessels are sometimes obliged to 0 

lighten. 
The principal ports on. the American side are Michili

mackinac, Detroit, Miami, Sandusky, Cayahoga, Grand 
River, Presque Isle, and Buffalo. On the British side, 
Malden, consisting of 100 houses, Moyes, Sandwich, and 
St. Joseph's. 

The Americans have 1 brig, 8 schooners, and 4 sloops; 
and the British 1 brig, 5 schooners, and 2 vessels of war. 
One of them, the Queen Charlotte, was built last summer, 
in expectation of a war, and carries 18 guns. 

These lakes admit of the most extensive inland naviga
tion in the world. The stages of it upwards, from hence, 
may be thus notieed: to Sandusky:-bay 57 miles; thence 
to Miami-bay 45 ; to Malden 45 ; to Detroit 18'; to Lake 
St. Clair 11 ; through Lake St .. Clair 40; through Huron· 
river 40 ; through Lake Huron to Michilimackinac straits-
190; thence to Lake Superior 100 ; and through Lake'. 
Superior upwards of 300 miles ; being in that direction: 
about 836 miles. Then Lake Michigan is navigable, from 
the straits dovvnwards, 300 miles, and from thence there 
are two portages, already noticed, to the Mississippi river ; 
after passing which there is a· complete navigation to New 
Otlea.11s. Fram this lake there are 4 portages to the Ohio 
river, of which one has been noticed; the others are 
through the Miami of the lakes and Wabash ; through 
Sandusky river and the Great Miami; arid from Presque 
Isle to French creek, a branch of the Allegany. The 
navigation downward· is by the following stages : to Grand 
Yivcr 30 miles ; thence to Presque Isle 70'; to Huffalo 
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100 ; to Fort Schlosser 20 ; from thence the land portage 
round the falls of Niagara is 10 miles to Lewistown ; then 
the navigation is continued to Lake Ontario 1 miles; through 
that lake to Kingston 170 ; to Montreal 170 ; to Quebec 
170 ; and thence to the Gulph of St. Lawrence 320 miles; 
in all 1068 miles, in which there is no interruption of any 
consequence, except the falls of Niagara ; and it is im .. 
possible to view the subject from hence without a regret, 
that this is not removed by such a canal as would admit 

· of sloop navigation. From the waters to the eastward 
t~ere are also several portages ; particularly from Lake 
Ontario to the Hudson, through the medium of the Onei
da lake, Wood creek, and. the Mohawk river ; and from 
the St. Lawrence river to the Hudson, through the me. 
dium of Lake Champlain. 

The following information regarding the banks of the 
lakes and rivers to the westward I collected chiefly at this 
place. Rocky river is navigable about 25 miles, and is 
one of the prettiest· streams that falls into Lake Erie. The 
banks are pretty fertile and healthy. From thence to Black 
river is 18 miles, and the land on the lake shore is pretty 
good; but the road is muddy part of the way. Black 
river is navigable a little way, and its banks are pretty fer
tile, but unhealthy. Thence to Vermillion river the road 
is good ; and this river is navigable, but its banks are 
unhealthy. At ·v ermillion river the road leaves the lake 
shore, and crosses Huron river, distant 13 miles, 3 miles 
from its outlet. Huron river is navigable a little way. 
Its banks are fertile, and are settling up; but the country is 
very unhealthy. From Huron river to Sandusky river, about 
.25 miles, the road is low a~1d muddy, in many places; 
but the soil is good, ·and there are mapy fine meadows 
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or prames. Sandusky-bay is the best harbour on the 
lake ; but the entrance is difficult. Sandusky river is 
navigable, and both its banks, and those of the bay, 
are settling up very fast ; but the country is unhealthy. 
From Sandusky river to Miami river is about 30 miles, 
and the roady swampy nearly two-thirds of the way. On 
the Miami river there are fine prairies, with very high 
grass, extending a mile on each side. The country is 
uncommonly fertile, and the water is pure and beautiful ; 
but the situation is rather unhealthy. It is, however, set~ 
tling up very fast with squatters. The Indian claim is 
not yet extinguished, and no titles to land can be procured .. 
When the territory is purchased, it is presumed that this 
will become one of the most extensive settlements in the 
United States. 

About 10 miles from Miami river, the road passes the 
state line, and is pretty good to Detroit ; but it crosses a 
number of rivers without bridges\ and travelling is some= 
wlnt difficult 
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4,d 1-(J MICHIGAN TERRITORL 

CHAPTER xxxr . 

. lJ1ichigan Territory 

Is bounded by the state of Ohio and Indiana territory on 

the south ; by lake Michigan on the west ; by the straits 
of Michilimackinac on the north; and by lakes Huron and 
St. Clair, and the water communication thence to lake 
Erie on the east. It extends between 41 ° 50' and 454 

28' north latitude, and 5° 12' and 8° 16' west longitude; 
being 256 miles long, by 154 broad; and containing an 
area of about 34,820 square miles, or 22,284,000 acres. 

In the centre of this territory, there is a high table land, 
from whence there is a descent in all directions. The soil 
is pretty fertile throughout the territory;, but is only culti~ 
vated in the neighbourhood of the lakes and rivers. There 
are no rivers of great importabce in the territory. Grand 
river is the largest, and extends from lake Michigan, near-

1 y across the territory to lake Erie. There are numerous 
small streams. The country is said to be healthy, and the 
climate more mild than its northern situation would seem 
to indicate. The winters are warmer at Detroit than at 
Philadelphia. 

This district appears to have been first settled by the 
French from Canada, and the bulk of the inhabitants are 

of French extraction. Detroit is the principal town, and 
is a large thriving settlement, consisting of from 300 to 
400 houses. There are also handsome settlements of 
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French people along the west end of lake Erie, particu. 
lady on Raisin river; but the territory is not encreasing 
in population very fast. By the census of 1800, it con,. 
tained 3206 inhabitants ; by last census, 4 7 62. 

A considerable purchase of land has lately been made 
from the Indians, and four millions of acres, in this dis
trict, are at the disposal of the government of the United 
States. 

The settlement of this territory will not, of course, ad
vance rapidly, till those near the old states be filled up .; 
but such are its natural advantages for trade, and the salu~ 
brity of its climate, that it must attract notice, and ultid 
mately have a station of considerable importance in the 
union. 

This district, in common with the other territories, is 
under the special controul .of congress, who guarantee to 
the inhabitants a republican form of government ; the safety 
of their persons and property; the free exercise of religion; 
the trial by jury ; the liberty of speech and of the press ; 
and the support of education. Slavery is prohibited, and 
good faith is enjoined with the Indian tribes. 

Congress appoint a governor, a secretary, and three 
judges for the management of the public affairs, until the 
free male inhabitants of full age amount to 5000, when they 
will be governed by a council of their own choice ; and 
when the inhabitants amount to 60,000 they will be ad~ 

mitted into the muon as a state. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Leave Cleveland,-Grand river,-Ashtabula river,-
Conneought river. 

A Mr. Bond from Massachusetts, whom I met with at 
Cleveland, agreed to be ·my travelling companion to Grand 
river. He had to ride a little way off the road, but pro-
. posed to join me seven miles to the eastward at breakfast. 
I set out' at seven o'clock on the morning of the 21st of 
October, and travelled to the eastvvard within a few miles 
of the lake. I stopped to breakfast at the house of a judge 
Don, seven miles from Cleveland. The road was pretty 
good all the way, and passed many creeks by bridges, 
some of them in a v~ry shattered state. The soil was dry 
and rather sandy, but some of it appeared pretty good, 
though all third rate. I saw :;i. settler by the way, who told 
·me he was from Connecticut.; that he had bought 1000 

acres of land here, at two dollars per acre, which he meant 
to give to his sons; and to go himself 14 miles below the 
falls of Ohio, where he owns 500 acres of land, which he 
bought at three dollars per acre. He likes this country 
very well, and finds it healthy. Judge Don's family were 
busy manufacturing homespun, and appeared to be quite 
healthy. 

My travelling companion did not come forward, and I 
jogged on alone. I travelled about seven miles through a 
pretty good soil and well watered, but the road deplorably 
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bad, and I was labouring through the mud, my horse almost 
up to the knees, when I was joined by Mr. Bond, soon 
after which the road improved a little, and so continued for 
six miles to Chagrin river, where we stopped to feed our 
horses. Here we found a fine farm, and an orchard wen 
~tocked with fruit-trees. In the house the females were 
busy carding and spinning wool. The Yankees are said 
to be "full of notions," some of them good, some, per
haps, otherwise; here they had a device for accelerating 
the motion of the spindle, which I found a, very good 
notion, as it saved the young female who was spinning 
about 5-0 per cent. of the labour of the right hand. 

Chagrin river rises about 30 miles south from the lake, 
and is ,a rapid stream, abounding in mill seats, which are 
well improved by the erection of a great number of mills. 
It is sometimes very large. In a late flood it had carried 
away the bridge, and we had to cross it by a cano~,' our 
horses swimming after us. 
, From here to Grand river is 10 miles, and the road 
keeps within two or three miles of the lake, all the way. 
The soil is about the best of third rate, and the country 
pretty thickly settled. Towards the river we travelled 
through a sandy plain, which the proprietors intended for a 
town or city; but Nature said "no," and all the settlements 
are confined to the banks of the river, where there is a tavern, 
a store, an excellent saw and grist mill, a fulling mill, and 

a wool-carding machine. 
As we stopped here all night, I went into the store to 

make some inquiries, and found the merchant a young 
Scotsman, lately from Utica. He had a pretty full store 
of goods, but he told me, that, except a few pounds of 

VOL. H• 2 N 
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tea and sugar, he could sell very little, as the people made 

nearlv all their own clothing. 
G;and river is a fine bold stream which rises in the in-

terior of the district, not far from.Warren, and runs by a 
circuitom; rapid cm1rse to the lake. It drives a great deal 
·of machinery, and has a sort of harbour at its outlet, but is 
not navigable. Its banks are healthy, and in some places 

fertile. 
I met here ,vith a Mr. Baird, who was travelling to Buf. 

falo with a drove of cattle. Some of them had strayed,. 
and he came back in quest of them:, leavirig the drove to go 
on with his neighbour. I availed myself of his company 
with pleasure, particularly as he told me he would travel 
afong the lake shore, which I · had not ~een since I left 
Cleveland. 

October 26. TI1e morning ,vas clear 'and cold, with a 
pretty hard frost. We set out at 8 o'clock, and travelled 
along the west side of Grand river to the lake shore, where 
we crossed by a good wooden bridge. On reaching the 
sands we had an elegant view of the banks of the lake, as 
far as the eye could reach. They are. generally steep, in 
some places rocky, and rise from 30 to 70 feet above the 
water. The- sand is firm and smooth, and constitutes a 
:tine road, when passable ; but when a northerly wind blows 
strong, the surf runs often to the very foot of the high 
banks. This day the water was smooth, and the weather 
~lear' and beautiful, which rendered our ride truly d~
lightful. 

A little beyond Grand river we came to a clearing, and 
· looking into it, saw a handsome ho11se about 500 yards 
distant, which my fellow-traveller told me was the seat of 
governor Huntingdon. From thence we travelled 14 miles 
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without seeing a single house, when we came to a little 

clearing, and at a miserable looking plantation we stopped 

to feed our horses. Here we were told, that during the late 

storm a boy had been lost in the woods. He was about 9 

years of age, and had. gone out to gather nuts; and wander

ing a considerable way from home, he was overtaken by the 

storm, during which he made many ineffectual attempts to 

return; when, overpowered by fatigue, and benumbed with 

cold, he took shelter in a hollow tree, where he was found 

two days after, alrrwst starved to death, and one of his thighs 

most dreadfully lacerated by the quills of a porcupine. He 

was alive when ,ve were there, and hopes were entertained 

of his recovery. 
We resumed our journey along the banks of this beau~ 

tiful lake, and, passing many small runs, ,1ve arrived, to. 

wards night, at Ashtabula river,the. mouth of which was 

very deep, and a stranger could not have passed it in safe

ty; but my fellow-traveller, being well acquainted with it, 

took a circuitous course by the bar, which led us 100 or 

15~ yards into the lake, and we got over in safety, though 

our horses were at one time very near swimming. 

The timber on the banks of the lake was mostly white 

oak and hickory, and the price of Jand, which is mostly 

good third rate, is about l to 3 dollars per acre. , 
We rode up the east bank of Ashtabula river, about -a 

quarter of a mile, and stopped for the night at the house of 

squire Leet. 
A township court was held at the house of the squire, at 

which a good many of the inhabitants were assembled, 

which gave us an opportunity of seeing a little of the man

ners of the people in New C~:mnecticut,a.nd the mode of 
dtspensing justice. 
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A young man had been convicted of injuring his neigh
bour's property, and the award of the court, had not yet 
been complied with. He was now accused of poisoning a 
horse. While the examination wa~ going on, he ran off, 
but was overtaken and brought back. The proceedings 
were conducted in a very orderly manner, and after the ex. 
amination of the witnesses there were pretty eloquent plead
ings, on the one side by a young lawyer, recently from 
.Connecticut; on the other, by a brick-maker. The court 
was then cleared, and ,the squire called in the assistance of 
two of his neighbours, to make up the award. It was 
found that the charge of poisoning the horse was not pro
ven, but the young man was ordered to be kept in custody 
until the former award should be satisfied. 

The greater part of the people remained at the house of 
the justice all night, and, as several of them had their wives 
and daughters along with them, we had a numerous com
pany, and spent a very convivial evening. My fellow-tra
veller was acquainted in the family, and they were ac
quainted with his vocal powers. He sang an excellent 
song, but like other good singers he was unwilling to make 
a display, and it was not till after a good deal of pressing 
from the ladies that he would open the concert. He soon 
made ample amends for the delay, however. He sung a 
number of elegant songs, and having tlevated the spirits of 
the company, ,ve had songs and stories in abundance, till a 
pretty late hour. I was called upon, of course, but, as here
tofore, I could do nothing except in Scottish songs, and I 
was doubtful how they would answer on the banks of lake 
Erie. However, I soon found that this was one of the most 
acceptable treats I could give the company. They were, 
in fact, enthusiastic admirers of Scottish 11).usic; Bums', 
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songs were highly relished, and one of the company anti
cipated me by singing my favourite song of Muirland 
Willie*. 

* The estimation in which Scottish music is held, wherever it i's 
known, is a convincing proof of its intrinsic merit. It is full of sen

sibility, and finds its way directly to the chords of the human heart; 
and it has spread the mantle of its charms so effectually over the 
Scottish language, that it has extended far and wide, and is now in 
such a state of conservation, that it will probably endure to the re
motest ages. Indeed, to a native of Scotland, the language and the 

music are so associated together, that they cannot be separated. 
Burns, the prince of poets, was so sensible of this, that in promising 
his assistance to Thomson's elegant collection, he says, " apropos! if 
you are for English verses, there is, on my part, an end of the rp.at
ter. Whether in the simplicity of the ballad, or the pathos of the 
song, I can only hope to please myself in being allowed at least a 
sprinkling of our native tongue." This sprinkling wasfreely allow:. 
ed; a most transcendant beaI? of light was shed abroad upon Scottish 
music and poetry; and we are almost Iost'with wonder, at contem
plating the astonishing power, yet sweet simplicity, of this wonder
ful poet, displayed in all the various forms of the gay, the humor
ous, the patriotic, and the pathetic. The name of Burns must en

dure for ever, and along with it will be· transmitted to posterity such 
songs as Bonny Leslie, Duncan Gray, Scots wha lzae wi' Wallace ble<f, 

and Highland Mary. 

Burns, indeed, was quite an. enthusiast on the subject of songs, in 
which he could roam in a jl.oczvery field, and one quite suited to his 
fancy; and to this field Mr. Thomson has clone ample justice, by 

iransplanting a number of the finest flowers into his work, which I 
ronsider as the jlo'lver-garden qf Scottish songs. Among others, he 
has adopted the very old, humorous, historical song of Muirland 
Willie; and the circumstance of meeting with it on the banks of 
lake Erie, was to me so novel and unexpected, that I am induced to 

insert it at this place. It is one of the oldest Scottish songs extant, 

and presents a very good picture 0f the primitive manners of that 

t'ountrr. 
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October 23d. On getting up this morning, we found 
that the prisoner had again eluded the vigilance of justice, 
and -fled. We got a very excellent breakfast, and starting 

MUIRLAND WILLIE. 

O HARKEN, and I will tell ye how 
Young Muirland Willie came to woof 
Tho' he could neither say nor do ; 

The truth I tell to you : 
Butay he cried, Whate'er betide,· 

Meggy I'll hae'r to be my bride, 
With a fal de ral al, fal al de ral, fal al de ral al, de rat i. 

On his gray yad as he did ride, 

Wi' <lurk and pistol by his side, 
He pricked her on wi' meikle pride, 

Wi' meikle mirth and glee, 
Out o'er yon moss, out o'er yon moor, 
Till he came to her daddy's door, 

With a fal de ral al, &c." 

" Guidman," quo' he, " be ye within ? 
I'm come ye're doughter's love to win~ 
I care na' for makin meikle din, 

What answer gie ye me ?" 

. "Now, wooer," quo' he," wou'd ye light down. 
I'll gie ye my daughter's love to win, 

With a fal de ral, &c. 

"Now, wooer, sin' ye're lighted doww 
,vh~r d'ye win, or in what town ? 
I think my doughter winna gloom 

On sic a lad as ye.'' 

The wooer he stepped up the house, 

And wow but he was wondrous crouse, 
,vith a fal de ra}, &c: . 
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at 8 o'clock, we pursued our journey along the banks of 
the lake ; but it was not so pleasant as yesterday. There 

" I hae three owsen in a pleugh, 
Twa gude gaen yads, an' gear enough, 
My place they call it Cauld-enough, 

I scorn to tell a lie ; 

Besides I had frae the great laird, 
A peat pat, and a lang kail yard, 

With a fal de ral, &c." 

The maid put on her kirtle brown., 
She was the brawest in a' the town, 
I wat on him she did na' gloom, 

But blinket bonnily. 
The lover he stepped up in haste, 
And grippet her hard about the wais~, 

,vith a fal de ral, &c. 

'" To win ye're love, maid, I'm come here, 
I'm young, and hae enough o' gear, 
An' for mysell ye need na' fear, 

Troth try me whan ye like." 
He teuk aff his bannet, and spat in his chow, 
And dighted his gab, and pried her mou, 

With a fal de ral, &c. 

The maiden blushed, an' bing'd fu' law, 
She had na' will to say him na, 
But to her daddy she left it a', 

As they twa could agreeo 
The lover he gae her the tither kiss, 
Syne ran to her daddy, au'· tauld him this, 

vVith a fal de ral, &c. 

" Your doughter widna say me na, 
But to oursell she's left it a', 
As we can agree beween us twa: 

Say whafll gie me wi' h('r '" 
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·was a considerable swell from the north-west, and the noise 
of the waves was disagreeable, while, in some places, we 

"Now, wooer," quo' he," I hae na meikle, 
B,ut sic's I hae ye'se get a pickle, 

\7f ith a fal de ral, &c. 

" A kiln fu' o' corn I'll gie to thee, 
Three soums o' sheep, twa gude milk kye, 
Y e'se get the wedding dinner free, 

Troth I dow do nae mair." 
" Content," quo' Willie, " a bargain be it1 

I'm far frae hame, mak haste, let's do it, 
vVith a far de ral, &c.'" 

. The brithal day it came to pass, 
Wi' mony a blythsome lad and lass, 
But siccan a day there never was, 

Sic mirth was never seen. 
The winsome cou1;>le strake<l hands, 
Mess John tied up the marriage band5, 

With a fal de ral, &c. 

And our bride's maidens war na few~ 
Wi' tap-knots, lug-knots, a' in blue, 
Frae tap to tae they war braw new, 

And blinket bonnily. 
Their toys and mutches war sae tlean, 
They glanced into our ladses een, 

With a fa] de ral, &c. 

Sic hirdum, dirdum, an' sic din, 
Wi' he o'er she, an' she o'er hirq, 
The minstrels they did never blin, 

Wi' meikle mirth and glee. 
An' ay they hobbit, an' ay they beck't; 
An' ay they cleek't, an' cross't, an' set: 

\Vith a fal de ral, &c. 
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had to ride a considerable way through the water. A num
ber of . fishes had been blown ashore during the late gale, 
and we saw the tracks of a great number of bears, foxes, 
deer, and squirrels along the sands. The land along the 
banks was nearly the same as that we passed yesterday ; 
but, in addition to the timber, we saw a good deal of hem
lock. The banks of the lake were entirely destitute of set
tlements, at which I was much surprised ; but I learned 
that the proprietors had kept it up on speculation; expect
ing a very high price for it after the other parts of the coun
try are settled. If this be the case, I fear they have mise 
calculated. The want of settlements along the lake shore, 
which is the most prominent part of the district, is calcu
lated to impress settlers with an unfavourable idea of the 
country, and where the settlements are few, the road is bad, 
another disagreeable circumsta,nce to settlers; and which 
has considerably retardedJ:he settlement of the. interior of 
the district. Indeed, I think it is a pity that the Connec~ 
ticut reserve was made the subject of individual speculaa 
tion at all. The state o[ Connecticut could have held it 
without embarrassment, and sold it out to settlers as there 
was a demand for it, thereby affording a superior accommo .. 
dation to the public, and probably encreasing the state 
funds, by availing themselves of the rise that would have 
taken place in the course of settlement. The state too, 
having much greater power than individuals, and having 
but one interest, could have adopted the most efficacious 
measures to render the country healthy, by improving the 
outlets of rivers, draining swamps, &c.; and they might 
have had the whole country, particularly the shores of the 
lake, in a very elegant state by this tim.e. I cannot leave 
this subject, without indulging in a speculation as to what 

VOJ',. II. 2 0 
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the banks of this elegant lake might have been, and pro,, 
bably would have been, under judicious management. The 
Connecticut reserve stretches along the lake about 160 

miles. It is all arable, and a good dry road could have 
been run along the shore the who~e way. _ If the banks had 
-peen laid out in farms having a quarter of a mile in front, 
and one mile deep, they would have amounted to 600; 
and, allowing·· l O persons to each, the lake shore alone 
would have contained 6000 inhabitants, being nearly equal 
to all the inhabitants in the district, with the exception of 
Trumbull county, no part of which is on the lake. 

About 15 miles from Ashtabula river, we crossed Con
neoght river, by a wooden bridge, dose to the lake shore, 
where we observed several settlements ; and a mile and a 
half from thence we entered into the state of Pennsylvania. 

Conneought river is a pretty little stream, rising near 
the head waters of French creek. It drives a number of 
mills, and there are some iron-works upon it. 

Ashtabula river is a pretty large stream, which drives a 
number of mills, and has some pretty rich lands on its 
banks& 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

ST A TE OF OHIO. 

I HA VE already been so copious in my remarks on the 
respective districts of this interesting state, that· little now 
remains but to give in this chapter a general summary. 

It is bounded on the north by Lake Erie and Michigan 
territory ; on the south and south-east by the Ohio river; 
on the east by Pennsylvania; and ofi the west by the In
diana territory. It extends from north latitude 38° 30' to 
39° 57', and from 3° 25' to 7° S7' west longitude. Its 
length is 228 miles, and· its breadth 227 ~ its square con-, 
tents about 43,860 miles, or 28,070,400 acres. 

The face of the country has been noticed in the several 
districts, except to the north-west, where the Indian claim 
is not yet extinguished ; and this is a large tract, occupy
ing nearly one-fourth of the whole state. That part of it 
which borders upon the lakes has been noticed. It ap
pears to be generally level, or rather an undulating coun
try, abounding with plains, and the soil is mostly good. 
The Miami of the lakes runs through the northern part of 
it, and appears to be a very interesting river, with rich 
banks. It rises in the Indiana territory a little beyond the 
state line, where there is a portage of 8 miles only to the 
Wabash. It continues a north-east course to Fort De
fiance, where it is joined by the Au Glaise river, a consi
derable stream from the southward, which rises near the 
head of the Great Miamif From Fort Miami the river 
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runs a north-east course of 60 miles, when it falls int~ 

Lake Erie; through Miami bay. The bay extends about 

12 miles into the interior of the country ; is from half a 

mile to 3 miles wide, and deep enough for vessels of 30 

or 40 tons. The river is navigable for long boats more 

than 100 miles. The Sandusky river and bay have been 

already noticed ; but it may be added here, that the river 

rises in this district, near the head of Whetstone river, 

about 60 miles from the lake, and passes through a tract 

of excellent country, gliding, with a rapid course, over a 

bed of limestone, so interrupted with rocks and rapids as 

to render the navigation impracticable, except a very little 

way from. the bay. 
· It may be said, in general, of the whole state, that it 

has a good soil, a good climate, is well watered, and 

abounds with excellent timber and minerals. 

Having· these great natural advantages, it soon attracted 

general attention, and began to settle under certain grants1 

which have been already -noticed, from 20 to 25 years ago; 

but, at the census of 1800, it contained only 45,365 inha-

, bitants, and remained under the territorial form of govern

ment until the·· year 1802, when, having the number of 

inhabitants required by Ia,v, 60,000, it was admitted into 

the union as a state. It now contains, by the last census,, 

230,760 inhabitants; and such is the rapid steps by which 

the P?Imlation is going on, that it will probably contain 

600,000 in 10 years hence; and, ultimately, it will pro

bably support a greater number of inhabitants than any of 

the old states, New York, perhaps, excepted. 

As the settlement of this state is a remarkable feature 

in political economy, I shall here insert a statistical table 

of the several districts and counties, with the population 
by the last census. · 
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ST A TISTICAL TABLE OF THE STATE OF OHIO. 

Those counties where the population is not filled up have been laid 
off since the census was taken. 

Those counties marked * are principally situated in the district op
posite them, but part is in another district. 

Persoi;is of 
Districts. Counties. Males. Females. colour 110.t Total. 

Indians. 

------- ------ ----- -------- -----
Connecticut Reserve Ashtabula 

Geauga 1564 1350 3 2917 
Cayahoga 798 647 14 1459 
Huron 
Portage 1612 1376 7 2995 
Trumbull 4590 4-026 55 8671 

Canton Richland 
Wayne 

Steubenville Columbiana 5529 5250 99 10878 
"Stark 1462 1265 7 2734 
Jefferson 8778 8358 124 17260 

Marietta "'Belmont 5721 5288 88 11097 
Zanesville "Tuscarawa 1582 1457 6 3045 

Coshocton 
*Guernsey 1616 1428 7 3051 
Muskingum 5305 4656 75 10036 

"Washington 3112 2831 48 5991 
Ohio Company *Athens 1463 1324 4 2791 

"Gallia 2175 1991 15 4181 
Chillicothe , "'Knox 1145 992 12 2129 

*'Delaware 1033 923 44 2000 
*'Licking 2048 1796 8 3852 
"'Franklin 1796 1647 43 3486 

Fairfield 5928 5398 35 11361 
•Pickaway 3726 3329 69 7124 
*Ross · 7950 7194, 370 15514 
*Scioto 1792 1578 29 3399 

Virginia Military Madison 876 714 - 13 1603 
Fayette 974 876 4 1854 

i1<Greene 3039 2795 36 5870 
Clinton 1316 134.9 9 2674 

*'Warren 5152 4684 89 9925 
Highland 3044 2596 126 5766 
Adams 4825 4588 21 9436 
Clermont 4981 4947 37 9965 

Symmes' Purchase "'Hamilton 7886 7214 158 15258 
Cincinnatti *'Champaign 3302 2936 65 6303 

Miami 2047 1873 21 3941 
Clark 
Montgomery 4031 3637 54 7722 
Preble 1714 1565 25 3304 

*Butler 5745 5326 79 11150 
----- ----- ----- ---

I 119657 109204 1899 230769 
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Of these there are, 

Under 10 years of age, 
Of 10, and under 16, 
Of 16, and under 26, 
Of 26, and under 45, 

Of 4.5, and upwards, 

Males. Females; 
46,623 44,192 
18,119 16,869 
20,189 19,990 
22,761 19,436 

11,965 8,717 

119,657 109,204 
--- --- 228,861. 

People of colour, excluding Indians, 1,899 

230,760 

From a view of this population, taken in connection 
with that of the United States*, several important conclu
sions may be drawn : 

In the first place, it appears that more males are born 
in the United States than females. The difference between 
the males and females under 1 O years of age in this state 
is 2431, being upwards of 1 in 19; and in the United 
States it is 53,8.52, being nearly in the same proportion. 
This seems to be a wise regulation of Providence, to pro
vide · for the drain that afterwards takes place in the male 
,vorld, for the defence of the country, for the prosecution 
of foreign commerce, for travelling into distant countries, 
and for settling up distant districts. 

From 10 to 16, this drain begins to take place, and the 
equilibrium begins to be restored. It is not felt in this 
state, for obvious reasons; but, in the United States, the 

dificrence is little more than 1 in 24. 

* See the table in the chapter titled United States. 
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:From 16 to 26, the effect is very apparent. In this 

state, the equilibrium is restored within 199; and, in the 

United States, the females are more than the males by 
14,071, being nearly I in 40. 

Above 26, the. males outnumber the females, both in 
the United States and in this state. In the United States, 

the difference is nearly 1 in 1 7; and in this state it is more 

remarkable, being nearly 1 in 5. On looking over the 

census of the United States, a curious fact appears : this 
great disproportion in the state of Ohio has actua11y a 

counterbalance in that part of New England comprehend
ing New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut. In these four states, the females of 26 and 
upwards outnumber the males by 16,953 ; being, in the 
aggregate, equal to 1 in 11. In New Hampshire, it is 
about l in 1 7 ; in Massachusetts, l in 11 ; in Rhode Is
land, 1 in 8 ; and in Connecticut, 1 in 10. This result, 
so different from all the other states, corroborates the well

known fact, that the great influx of populat_ion into this state 
has been from these states ; and this and other circum

stances show that they are, in fact, the great nursery from 

·whence the northern part of the western world is to be 
peopled. This re:flection really inspires the mind with 

delightful sensations, in reviewing this elegant country. 
The mass of the New England people get a virtuous 
education ; they are generally handsome in their persons,: 

active, hardy, and industrious; and it is the very flmver 
of them who emigrate. The mind that conceives a settle

ment in a distant country must be possessed of indepen
dence; the spirit that executes an overland journey of five 

or six weeks, in search of independence, must be ennobled 
by the GREA r SPIRIT; and his blessing on their virtu-
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ous exertions is their reward. Having seen and admired 
these exertions, they have every good wish of mine in 
their favour. I will only suggest to the males to take a 
greater portion of the " blooming Yankee girls" along 
with them, and not suffer nearly J 7,000 of them to pine 
away as old maids in their own country, when it is seen 
they are so much wanted in this. 

The improvement~ in this state generally have kept pace 
· with the spirit and indµstry. of the people, as will be seen 
by the notice that has been taken of many of the towns, 
farm-houses, manufactories, roads, bridges, &c. ; and it 
may be useful to insert the principal towns in the res. 
pective districts, in a geographical arrangement, so as 
to give a connected view of the whole. 

Districts. 
Connecticut Reserve, 
Steubenville District, · 

Zanesville District, 

Chief Towns. 
Warren. 
Canton, New Lisbon, Steu .. 

benville, St. Clairsville. 
New Philadelphia, Coshoc.-

ton, Zanesville. 
Marietta District, Marietta. 
Ohio Company's Purchase, Athens, Galliopolis. 
Chillicothe District, Newark, vVorthington, New 

Lancaster. 
Virginia Military Lands, Franklinton, Chillicothe, Ze. 

nia, West Union, Williams
burg. 

Symmes' Purchase, Lebanon, Deerfield, Hamilton, 
Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati District, Dayton. 
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Besides these, there is a vast number of small villao-es 

b ' 
mostly all increasing,; and- the view of the buildings· iu 
the towns, villages, and farm-houses ~how the progress of 
industry, of wealth, and of public taste. The first build
ings are mostly temporary log huts. These give way to 
frame houses; and, in many districts of this country, 
the number of elegant brick and stone building-s is really 
surpnzmg. 

Three per cent. of all the money arising froiu the sale 
of lands by the United States is appropriated to the ma
king of roads, and this fund lias been greatly supported 
by the state legislature, in which the respective counties 
have actively co-operated, so that the whole state is check
ered with roads in all directions. Many of them are not 
very good, but, making allowance for the newness of the 
country, this important branch has been supported with 
laudable attention. Bridges are numerous, but they are 
mostly temporary. Canals are not wanted, except at some 
few portages already noticed; and they will, no doubt, be 
cut as soon as there is sufficient intercourse to support 
them. 

The great business· of the state is agriculture, aided by 
such branches of mechanism as tend to support that im
portant branch, and such manufactures as are calculated 
for the state of society; together with teachers, doctors, 
and lawyers, of which the former are most wanted, and 
have the best chance of success. They will require, how
ever, to be men of plain good sense, having a stock of use
ful information, and a happy facility for communicating it 
to the rising generation. Ornamental education, and espe
cially that tinselled kind of it which may be called the 
ghost of ornament, is not wanted here, for the people are 
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plain, practical folks, having a turn for examination, and 

for looking ihto the inside of things ; and it is only such as 

appear to confer some substantial advantage, that they will 

be willing to pay for. In support of education, there is a 
more ample fund provided than .in any other country in the 

world; consisting of no less than one:--thirty-sixth part of 
the whole lands in the state. These school-lands are dif. 
ferentlv situated in diflerent districts. In the United States 

J . . . 

army-lands and Copnecticut reserve, the school-lands are 

interpersed throughout the districts in tracts of from .400() 

to 16,000 acres, so as to form one-thirty-sixth of the whok. 

In the Virginia military lands one-thirty-sixth part of the 

district is to be selected by the legislature ofthe state, aft~r 

the Virginia land-warrants are satisfied. In all the other 

districts one-thirty-sixth part ef each township 1is appro

priated, being uniformly the sixteenth section, wh1ch lies 

near the centre. Of all the arrangements, I consider this 

the best, because it places the public property of the town

~hip under the immediate direction and management of 
those interested in it; so that more benefit will doubtless 

result from it, than any of the others. In process of tim,e, 

the effect of these appropriations will be salutary beyond 

what we can at present, perhaps, form an idea of. Let 

this simple arrangement .be contrasted with what some of 

the enlightened gm.•crnments of Europe have done to en

lighten the human mind, and then say \'vhether the people 

are not fit to govern themselves, or whether "they are 

tlzeir own "Worst friends," when they attempt it .. 
'The \\rhole. of this territory belonged to . the United 

States, and, during the territorial government, they made 

several important regulations ,ivhich deserve to be noticed. 

First. The legislature were prohibited by the United States 
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from interfering with the disposal of the soil, or any regu
lations that congress might find necessary to make for se
curing the titles to the purdiasers. Second. No tax could 
be imposed on lands, the property of the United States; 
and in no case could non-resident proprietors be taxed 
higher than residents. Third. The navigable watfrs lead
ing into the Mississippi and St. Laurence, and the carrying
places between them, are to be common highways, and 
for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said territory 
as to the inhabitants of the United States, and. those of any 
other states that may be admitted into the confederacy, 
without any tax. These several laws were continued in 
force, ·and at passing the act for admitting the state of Ohio 
into the union, it was agreed to grant to the state the sec
tion No. 16, in each township, for school-lands; the six 
mile square reservation, including the salt-springs on the 
Scioto; the salt-springs near the Muskingum, and those 
in the military tract, lvith the sections that include the same; 
and the aforesaid fund for making and supporting roads ; 
it being understood that all purchases of land, from the 
United States, should be exempted from the state tax till 
five years after the purchase is made. 

It was also enacted by congress, that there should nei
ther be slavery nor involuntary servitude in the territory, 
and the lands being sold, and the country originally settled 
under that r(.·gulation, it is supposed by some that the state 
legislature could not now pass a law to admit slaves. 
Others think they have full power. But the discussion 
of this point is of no consequence, as slavery is e~pressly 
prohibited by the state constitution ; and, were the case 
submitted to the people, I have no doubt but more than 
nine-tenths of them would be against slavery. 
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I have already noticed that the genius of the people 
may, in part, be inferred from the state constitutions. If 
so, the people of this state have clear heads, and a correct 
view of political principles. The constitution of the state 
of Ohio is probably the most complete state constitution 
in the union ; bt;tt it is to be remarked that the framers of 
it, had the experience of 16 states before them. Like the 
constitutions of the most of the states, it is founded upon 
general principles, and declares that 

All men are barn equally free and independent. 
All men have a natural right to worship God according 

to _the dictates of their own conscience. 
Trial by jury shall be inviolate. 
Printing-presses shall be free. 
Unwarrantable searches shall not be permitted. 
Unnecessary rigor shall not be exercised. 
Excessive bail shall not be required in bailable of. 

fences. 
All penalties shall be proportioned to the nature of the 

offence. 
The liberty of the people to assemble together. to consult 

for the public good, and to bear arms in their own defence, 
is guaranteed. 

Hereditary emoluments, privileges, and honours, are for 
ever prohibited. 

Slav·ery is for ever prohibited, and it is declared that 
'' no indenture of any negro or mulatto hereafter made and 
executed out of the state, or, if made in the state, where 
the term of service exceeds one year, shall be of the least 
validity, except those given in the case of apprenticeship." 

" Religion, morality, and knowledge being essentially 
necessary to the good government and happiness of man~ 
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kind, schools and the means of instruction shall for ever be 
mcouraged by legislative provision, not inconsistent with 
the rights of ·conscience." 

The government is legislative and executive, with power 
to provide for, and regulate the judicial and military au
thority. 

The legislature consists of two branches ; a senate and 
house of representatives. The·· representatives must not 
exceed 72 members, and are chosen annually by the peo-

, ' 

pie, in which every free white male, who is a citizen of 
the United States, and has resided a year in the state and 
paid taxes, shall have a vote. . The representatives must 
have the same qualifications, and be 25 years of age. 

The senators are chosen biennially by qualified voters for 
representatives, and one-half vacate their seats every year. 
They shall never be less than one-third nqr more than one
half of the representatives. They must, besides the other 
qualifications of the representatives, have resided two years 
in the country, and be 30 years of age. , 

The governor is chosen by the electors for the members 
of the general assembly for the term of two years, and is 
not eligible for more, than six years in eight. He must 
be 30 years of age, and have been a citizen of the United 
States 12 years, and an inhabitant of the state four years. 

The judicial power is vested in a supreme court, in 
courts of common pleas for each county, in justices of the 
peace, and such other courts as the legislature may appoint. 

The supreme court consists of three judges, appointed 
by the assembly, who hold their offices for seven years. 

The courts of common pleas consist of a president and 
associate judges, chosen in like manner, and for the lik·~ 
term. 
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A justice court is held in each township; and the justices· 
are elected by the inhabitants of the respective towns; and 
continue in office three years. The powers and duties of 
the justices are from time to time regulated and defined by 
law. I may notice that this last regulation is a peculiar 

· feature in the local jurisprudence of the state, and goes far 
to do away all petty litigation. 

The justices originally had cognizance of all cases where 
the sums did not exceed 30 dollars. By an act of the 
legislature their powers were extended to cases not exceed
ing 50 dollars; which gave rise to a very singular transac
tion in the state. The judges of the supreme comi re
fused to put the law in execution, alleging that it was con
trary to the' constitution of the United States. They were 
impeached by the house of representatives; but it requires 
two-thirds of the senate to convi~t, and they were saved by 
a very narrow majority. The legislature, to mark their dis
approbation of the conduct of the judges, raised the sum 
froni 50 to 70 dollars; and, when' the seven years for which 
they were appointed expired, they were not re-elected. The 
justice courts have now cognizance of all cases where the 
sums do not exceed 70 dollars. 

In the military department the captains and subalterns of 
the militia. are chosen by those persons in their respective 
company districts subject to military duty. 

Majors are elected by captains and subalterns. 
Colonels are elected by majors, captains, and subalterns .. 
Brigadier-generals are elected by the commissioned 

officers of their respective brigades. 
Major-generals and Quarter-master generals are appoint

ed by.joint ballot of both houses of the legislature. 
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The GovERNoR is the commander in chief, and appoints 

the adjutants. 

It is proper to remark, that the legislature of this state 

has been careful to enact several laws to curb irregularities, 

and to enforce the pi·actice of virtue; and they have had a 

yery salutary effect. In travelling through the state, I 

noticed the peaceable deportment of the inhabitants, and 

was somewhat surprised that I heard no swearing. , It is 

prohibited by law, at the rate of a dollar for an oath; and 

the law is strictly put in execution. Illeg·itimate commerce 

between the sexes is also prohibited, under pretty heavy 

penalties; and a law has lately been enacted to enforce the 

marriage covenant, in cases where people are disposed to 

plead a disannullment on the score ef religion*. Upon the 

whole, the state of Ohio promises fair to become one of 

the brightest in the union, m point of internal prosperity 

and a virtuous population. 

* A singu.Jar religious sect made its appearance in this country 

some time ago, called Shakers. One of their regulations is, that 

none of their members are to marry; and those who are man;ied 

when they join thern, they consider free from the marriage obliga

tion. They are reputed to be a sober, industrious people, in gene

ral; but the absurdity of this regulation is self-evident. ,v ere such 

a practice to become general, the globe would soon be depopulated. 

But the ties of affection between the sexes are too deeply seated in 

our nature by the Goo oF N ATu1rn, to be rooted out by this or any 

other sect. Stra11ge as it may appear, however, a number of people 

have deserted thei1· families to join th~m; and, as it was requisite to 

put all their money into the common stock of the society, their fami

lies were left destitute, and became a burden upon the public. The · 

state very judiciously enacted, that when any man joins such a so

ciety, the wife shall be entitled to all the property; and, should that 

not be sufficient to maintain the family, he is bound to find security 

that they will be prodded for without becoming a burden on the state. 
I 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

· Pennsylvania,-, -Erie. 

THE banks of the lake in Pennsylvania exhibited nearly 
the same appearance a~ those to the westward; but we na
ticed that many settlements had been made, and the coun
try was generally more elevated. The wind was from the 
north .. west, and the effect was very different from that of 
north-west winds to the east of the mow1tains. It was 
here cloudy, and mild. 

We continuetl along the shore·without any inten~1ption, 
for seven miles, when we came to Elk creek; and herewe 
were obliged to ride a considerable way through the woods 
to get across the creek by a bridge. In the course of our 
ride we saw a number of settlements that had been aban
doned, and were informed that it was in consequence of a 
difficulty about the land-titles, which had operated very 
much against the settlement of this part of· Pennsylvania. 
vV e travelled along the lake shore, eight miles, to ·walnut 
creek, where we stopped to feed our horses at some good 
mills, and found the country here healthy and agreeable. 

At Walnut creek lve left the lake shore, and travelled 
through a pretty good soil, the woods very thick, and 
abounding with large trees of hemlock. Towards dark 
we reached a fine turnpike road, l~ading from Erie to 
French creek, and travelling along it two miles, we reach
ed Erie, 11 miles from. ,valnut creek, at 7 o'clock. 
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ERIE is situated in latitude 42° 8', on a high bank on 

the south side of the lake, opposite to a small peninsula 

which extends a considerable way- into the lake, and· forms 

a natural basin for a harbour ; but the entrance is choakecl 

up by a sand-bar, and vessels have to lie on the outside ex

posed to the weather. 
The town is regularly laid out, in a beautiful and healthy 

situation, but it is not increasing. It contains about 76 

houses, mostly built of wood, but several of them are un

.inhabited. .-n1e number of inhabitants is 395. The p1{b

lic buildings are, a court-house, jail, and school. There 

are three taverns, and three stores; and a number of trades

men are employed; but the place appears dull. Until of 

late, the town was supported by the salt trade ; but that 

has very much declined, in consequence of so much of 

the lower country being now supplied from the Kanha. 

way works. 
The soil is pretty good in the neighbourhood of the 

town, but the difficulty about land-titles has extended to this 

place, and greatly retarded the progress of settlement, and 

the prosperity of the country. Provisions are not so plenty 

nor $0 cheap as in some other places of the western coun~ 

try; flour is 6 dollars per barrel, beef 4 dollars 50 cents 

per cwt., bacon 12-l cents per pound; fish are very plenty, 

and of an excellent quality. 
The seasons here are rather cold. Winter commences 

about the 1st of December, and continues to the 1st of 

April, sometimes intensely cold, with a continued frost 

for three months. The spring, summer, and fall are very 

pleasant. 
Land in the neighbourhood, where the title is good, sells 

for from 5 to 10 dollars; labourers have 75 cents per day, 

, V O L. II. 2 Q., 
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carpenters 1 dollar, masons 1 dollar .50 cents. There is n~ 
opening for manufactures eJ\cept carding machines. 

The country is well adapted for grazing ; sheep thrive 
very well, and potatoes are the best I have seen in America . 
. , This place is about 100 miles from Pittsburg, and there 
is a water conveyance all the way except 14 miles, over 
which there is now an excellent turnpike r?ad ; and it has 
been in contemplation to dig a canal. It is quite practica
ble, at least from the town of Erie to French creek, but 
the bank of the lake is too high and steep to allow a hope 
to be encouraged that the waters can be connected for a 
long time to come. It is remarked by the inhabitants here, 
that the lake has fallen three feet since the first settlement·. 
of Erie, and there is not now more than six feet water on 
the bar. It is presumed that 2000 dollars would make it 
sufficiently deep to admit the traders on the lake. 

Mr. Baird, my agreeable travelling companion, came up 
with his drove of cattle here, and we parted. He told me 
that the people along the banks of the lake would always 
have a fine market for their surplus stock to the eastward, 
and that there would be plenty of people always ready to 
buy. The price at present is 25 dollars for cattle, mea
suring six feet round the belly, and 1 dollar is added or 
deducted for every inch over or under that measure. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Leave Erie,-Cataragus creek,-Bujfalo~ 

WHILE I remained at Erie, a vessel came in from Buf0 

falo, which was to sail again in a short time. I had some 
thoughts of taking a passage by it; but reflecting on the 
nncertainty of water conveyance, I gave up the idea, and 
determined to go on by land. 

I accordingly set out at 12 o'clock on the 25th of Octo.., 
ber, and travelled 4{ miles, when I passed a pretty clear 
~tream running over a stratum of slate. Near this place I 
noticed the dreadful effects produced by a tornado. A piece 
of ground about half a mile broad, and of a length that I 
could not perceive, had its timber, some of it very large, 
completely blown down, and appeared like a large avenue .. 
I passed over a number of pretty little streams, the water 
generally clear, vvith a slate bottom, and stopped 14 miles 
from Erie to feed my horse. Here I met with an honest 
Dutch farmer, who told me he had been a soldier in the 
American war, and was now settled near Chataughque 
lake, in a fertile country, and liked the place very ,ivell. 

We travelled on together, and four miles from the tavern, 
'.:tt Twenty lYiile creek, which we passed after descending 
it very deep valley, ,:ve met seven waggons loaded with 
new settlers for the ,vestern country. Each waggon con
tained about eight or ten persons. vV e spoke to one of 
! lw familif's, who told us they were from Lm11.rer Canada. 
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'ren miles beyond this we reached a Mrs. Perry's, near 

Chataughque creek, where we stopped all night. 
October 26th. This morning was clear, cold, and 

beautiful, with a pretty hard frost. I met with two gentle. 
men of the name of Strong from the Connecticut Reserve, 

bound for Connecticut, and I availed myself of their 

company. 
There is no great variety in this district : the face of the 

country is nearly level ; the land generally pretty good; 
and the woods consist of beech, elm, walnut, chesnut, &c. 
interspersed with some little hemlock and pine, all the way 

· on frqm Erie. We travelled 13 miles to breakfast, part 
of the way by an execrable road. Four miles from thence 
we passed through Canadaway, where there is a fine creek, 
and some· good mills, and it seems a·thriving settlement. 

Beyond this· the -road is a little more dry, but by no means 
good, for 11 miles, where we passed two very romantic 
little streams which formed a junction a little below. From 
thence we passed a pretty high ridge, arid came to the banks 
of the lake, where we could see the trees in Upper Canada: 
we then travelled three miles along the lake shore, when we 
arrived at Cataragus, where we stopped for the night. 

The inhabitants in all this district are mostly from the 
New England states, and are very civil and discreet. 

We were told by the landlord, that a vast number of 
people travel through this place annually to. the westward. 
l'he greatest number are from Connecticut, the next greatest 

from Massachusetts, next from New Hampshire, and a 
,considerable number from Rhode Island, Vermont, and 
Lower Canada. 

C~taragus creek is a considerable. stream, rising about 
50 miles to the eastward. It has some good situations for 
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mill-seats, and fertile· banks, particularly near the lake, on 
which there is an Indian reservation of about 50 square 
miles, containing a settlement of· between 500 and 600 
Indians. They are very peaceable and well disposed. 
, October 27th. We started at six o'clock; the morning 

was clear, and rather cold. We crossed at .a ferry, and 
travelled through a rich bottom, part of the Indian reserva
tion, about half a mile, when we reached the lake shore. 
There was a considerable swell from the north-west, which 
occasioned a rough surf, and we were soon stopped at a 
rocky precipice, against which the waves dashed with 
great violence. We clambered up the hill, and travelled 
round it through the woods by a very bad road. Here we 
met a travelling family who had been obliged to lie out 
all night; one of the children had been taken sick, and the 
poor mother, a very good-looking woman, appeared very 
dejected; but she brightened up a little when we told them 
they were only a little way from a tavern. We could 
hardly refrain from tears of sympathy, and Mr. Strong 
said it brought the circumstance of his own emigration 
fresh to his mind, during which " the old woman shed 1 

many a salt tear." 
Having wished this family a good journey, we travelled 

on a 1ittle way, when we came to a second set of rocks, 
which we also passed by a very bad road through the 
woods, and passing again to the beach, we came to a third 
series, along the foot of which we travelled nearly three 
quarters of a mile. These rocks are elevated above the 
lake from 50 to 60 feet, arc perpendicular, and generally 
composed of soft blue slate. \Vhen the lake is calm, or 
when the wind blows from the· east or south, the beach is, 
dry at the foot, and travelling, though :1 little roug·h, is 
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-tolerably good; but when the lake is rough, and a wincl 
from the north or west, it is impossible sometimes to pa$$, 

along the shore, and attended with danger to attempt it. 
We were told that a waggon, in attempting to pass some 

time before, had been upset, and a young woman drown~d. 

At this place; and a considerable way along the shore; 

there is a singular stratum of blue slate, over which the 

road passes,s111ooth under our feet, and disposed in layers 

of about 2} or 3 feet broad, that appear as regularly joined 

as a pavement done by art. These run out into the lake 

nearly at right angles with the shore, and at an angle of 
descent probably' not exceeding one degree. They ap

J)eared in the water as far as I could- perceive, and the view 

was really admirable. 

Passing these, we travelled a little way over sands, when 
we came to a small· creek, and my companions, being afraid 

of quicksands at its outlet,. travelled some way round by 
a bridge. As I saw nothing to fear, 1 kept the road 
by the lake shore; but I soon found myself in an 

unlooked-for dilemma. I came to another precipice : 
my companions had taken the road through the woods ; 

the waves beat violently againsf the rocks; and I stood for 

some time undetermined w:hether I would attempt to pass 

or 'not. I went a little way into the. lake,_ and observed 

that the passage was of no great breadth,_ and that it was 

occasionally. nearly dry at the foot of the rOftks. I was 

induced to venture; but I had proceeded only a little way 
when a rolling wave nearly dashed my horse against the 

rocks, and almost carried· it off its feet by its return. 
I was now in equal danger whether I went on or turned 

back. I pushed on, but the lake became more deep,- and 

the bottom very rough. Another wave struck my horse, 

and it stumbled over a stone at the same moment, and had· 
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almost foundered. However I was now past the worst, 
and in a little got safely round the rock, where my com
panions were anxiously ,vaiting for me. It appears, the 
great danger in these passes is from the horse foundering 
over the stony bottom. 

Beyond- this we travelled over a broad sandy beach, 
where we had a fine view of the lake ; the land was flat, 
and the soil sandy; the prh1cipal timber being scrubby 
oak, hemlock, pine, &c. At some places, however, the 
country was more elevated, with vast masses of limestone, 
and towards noon we came to a body of good land, and 
stopped at a beautiful plantation on the banks of the lake 
to breakfast. I was told that the family were from Ver~ 
mont, and had been here five years. They had a farm of 
300 acres, of .. vhich they had cleared 120. Here is one 
of the most beautiful prospects that I saw on all the lake. 

From hence we travelled five miles along the beach; 
the banks being high, and pretty fertile. Here we passed 
a creek, in the mouth of which lay a little crazy boat, 
which was bound up the lake, but could not proceed, and 
the materials of a moving family were scattered abroad 
upon the beach. After passing this creek the sandy beach 
is broad; the land on the shore of the lake is low, and we 
were told that an extensive swamp stretched a considera .. 
ble way to the eastward. As we approached Buffalo creek, 
we left the lake shore, and passed over a very fertile tract 
of level country. At the creek the people were building 
a bridge, but not being passable, we crossed by a boat, and 
travelling along a very-fertile bank, about a mile, we reach~ 

· ed Buffalo, at five o'clock in the evening. Here I stopped1 

and my agreeable travelling companions continued their 

journey to the eastward. 
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BuFF' ALO is handsomely situated at the east end of lake 
Erie, ,vhere it commands a beautiful view of the lake, of 
Upper Canada, and Fort Erie, and a great distance to the 
southward, which is terminated by an elevated lofty coun
try. The scite of the town extends quite to the lake shore, 
but it is principally built on an eminence of about 30 feet, 
at a little distance; and to the south along the creek are 
handsome rich bottom lots, which are at present a little 
marshy, but will, Vv'hen drained, be most valuable appen
dages to this very beautiful place. 

Buffalo ,vas laid out for a tmvn about five years ago, and · 
is regularly disposed in streets and lots. The lots are 
from 60 to 100 feet deep, and sell from 25 to 50 dollars ; 
and there are out-lots of .5 and 10 acres, worth at present 
from 10 to 25 dollars per acre. The population was by 
last census 365, it is now computed at 500, and is rapidly . . ; 
:mcreasmg. 

The buildings arc mostly of wood, painted white, but 
there is a number of good brick houses, and some few of 
stone. There are four taverns, eight stores, two schools; 
and a weekly newspaper has been re~ently established. 
The town is as yet too new for the introduction of any 
manufactures, except those of. the· domestic kind. The 
greater part of the peopleare farmers and mechanics. 

The settlers here are mostly from the New England 
states, but, the town being on the great thoroughfare to 
the ,vestern country, there is a general mixture. A consi
d~rable trade is constantly kept up by the influx and reflux 
of strangers, and such articles as are necessary for their 
accommodation are dear. House-rent is from 2 to 20 
dollars per week, ,voocl is 1 dollar per cord, :flour is 
7 dolhu-s per barrel, pork 6 dollars per c,vt., beef 4 
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dollars, porter 6 dollars per dozen. Fish are very plenty and 
cheap. Boarding is about 3 dollars per week. 

The situation is quite healthy, and the seasons are much 
more mild and open than might be expected in that north
ern latitude; the effects of the southerly winds already no
ticed are very apparent here. 

· BuFF ALO CREEK rises by three considerable branches., 
about 40 miles to the eastward, and, after watering _ an ex
tensive tract of country, they unite about six miles from the 
town, where there is a considerable Indian village, and flow 
in.to the lake by a slow current. It is navigable about four 
miles, and it is proposed to run a pier into the lake at its 
outlet, and form a harbour, which would be a most impor
tant advantage to this part of the country. 

Upon the whole, I think this is likely to become a great 
settlement. It already commands an immense navigation, 
and its increase is guaranteed by the opening of roads in 
all directions, a great many of which must centre here. 
Already there is a turnpike road to New York, having the 

1 
accommodation of a stage three times a week ; there is a 
good road 1 to the falls of Niagara, and thence through a 
considerable part of Upper Canada; a turnpik~ road is 
projected to Philadelphia ; and from the increase of popu
lation to the westward, a good road must soon be made to 
Erie, and thence in different directions through the western 
country. 

There is a considerabJe settlement of Indians in the neigh
bourhood of thjs place, and Buffalo is a sort of head-quar
ters for transacting Indian business ; in consequence of 
which frequent councils are held here, which have produ., 

VOL. II. 2 R 
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ced several very brilliant specimens of Indian intellect and 
eloquence* .. 

* Mr. Ward, my fellow-traveller on the Ohio, was here in the pre., 

· ceding month of May, and attended a council, at which he heard 

two speeches delivered by one of the Indians, called Red Jacket, with 

such animation of gesture and force of language, as perfectly aston. 
ished him. I have since got a translation of these extraordinary 

speeches, attested by a particular friend, and here present them to 
-the public as genuine effusions of natural eloquence. 

To explain them it is necessary to state, that the Indians in this 

district, when they sold their lands, made certain reservations for 

themselves and their families to reside on. Two of these reserva
tions have been noticed, and there are several others, amounting in 
the whole to upwards of 200,000 acres. The pre-emption right, 
"iiamely, the right to jzurclzase from the Indians, was sold by the Hol~ 

land company to certain gentlemen in New York, and they sent a Mr. 

Richardson as agent to endeavour to make a bargain with the Indians. 

The missionary society of New York ,appointed a Mr. Ale~ander on 

.i. mission to the Seneca Indians, to endeavour to convert them to chris

tianity; and these two gentlemen addressed them on the subject of 

their 'respective missions, about the same time. The council was 
J1eld at Buffalo, in May, 1811, and was attended by Mr. Granger; 

~gent of the United States for Indian affairs, Mr. Parrish, Indian in

terpreter, and Mr. Taylor, the agent of the society of friends, for im .. 
proving the condition of the Indians. 

Red Jacket who is~ called by the Indians Sagu-yu-w!iatta, which 

signifies Keeper-awake, in answer to Mr. Richardson, spoke as fo~
lows: 

" Brother; We opened our ears to the talk you lately delivered to 
us, at our council fire. In doing important business it is best not to 

tell long stories, but to come to it in a few words. We therefore shall 

not repeat your talk, which is fresh in our minds. ,ve have well,con

siderecl it, and the ad vantages and disadvantages of your offers. We 
request your attention to our answer, which is not from the speaker 

alone, but from all the sachems and chiefs now around our council 
fire. 
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_,,, Brother; We know that great men, as well as great nations, hav-. 

· fng different interests, have different minds, and do not see the same 

subject in the same light-but we hope our answer will be agreeable 
to you and to your employers. 

'" Brother; Your application for the purchase of our lands, is to our 
minds very extraordinary. It has be~n made in a crooked manner

you have not walked in the straight path pointed out by the great coun

cil of your nation. You have no writings from our great father the 
president. 

"Brother; In making up our minds we have looked back,and re• 
membered how the Yorkers purchased our lands in former times. 

They bought them piece after piece for a little money· paid to a few 

men in our nation, and not to all our brethren; our planting and hunt• 
ing grounds have become very small, and if we sell these we know 
not where to spread our blankets. 

"Brother; You tell us your employers have purchased of the coun..: 

Gil of Yorkers a right to buy our lands-we do not understand how 
this can be-the lands do not belong to the Yorkers ; they are our~, 
and were given to us by the Great Spirit. ,. · 

" Brother; We think it strange that you should jump over the 

lands of our brethren in the east, to come to our council fire so far 

off, to get our lands. When we sold our lands in the east to the 

white people, we determined never to sell those we kept, which ar~ 

as small as we can live comfortably on. 
" Brother; You want us to travel with you7 and look for other lands~ 

If we should sell 'our lands and move off into a distant country, to~ 

wards the setting sun-we should be looked upon in the country to 

which we go as foreigners, and strangers, and be despised by the red 

as well as the white· men, and we should soon be surrounded by the 

white men, who will there also kill our game, come upon our lands, 

and try to get them from us. 
" Brother; vVe are determined not to sell our lands, but to conti.;. 

nue on them-we like them-they are fruitful, and produce us corn 

in abundance, for the support of our women ancl children, and gras;s 

and herbs for our cattle. 
"Brother; At the treaties hPld for th'.e purchase of our lands, the 

white men, with sweet voices and smiling faces, told us they,I0ved 
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us, and that they would not cheat us, but that the king's children on 

the··other side of the lake would cheat us. When we go on the other 
side of the lake, the king's children tell us your people will cheat us, 

- but with sweet, voices and smiling faces assure us of their love, and 
that they will not cheat us. These things puzzle our heads; and we 

believe that the Indians -must take care· of themselves, and 'not trust 

either in your people or in the king's children.-- . 
. "Brother; At a late council we requested our agents ~o tell you, 

that we would n()t sell our lands, and we think you have not spoken, 
to our agents, or they would have informed you so,- and we should 

not have met you at our council fire at this time. 
" Brother; 'The white people buy and sell false rights to our lands; 

your employers have, you say, paid a great price for their right-they 
must have plenty of money, to spend it in buying false rights ·to lands 

belonging to Indians-the loss of it will not hurt them, but our lands are 
of great value to us, and we wish you to go back with your talk to 
your employers, and to te-Il them and the Yorkers, that they have no 

right to buy and sen false rights to our lands. 
" Brother; We hope you clearly understand the words we have 

spoken. This is all we have to say." 
In ·answer to Mr. Alexander, Red Jacket addressed himself thus: 

" Brother; We listened to the talk you delivered to us from the . , 
council of black coats* ip New York. We have fully considered 

your talk, and the offers you have :inade us; we perfectly understand 

them, and we return an answer, which we wish you also to understand. 
In making up our minds we have looked back, and remembered what 
has been done in our days, and what our fathers have told us was done 

in old tirp.es. 

" Brother; Great numbers of black coats have been amongst the 
Indians, and with sweet voices, and smiling faces, have offered to 

teach them the religion of the white people. Our brethren in the 

east listened to the black coats-turned from the religion of their fa. 
thers, and took up the religion of the white people. What good has 

it done them ? Are they more happy and more friendly one to another 
than we are ? No, brother, they are a divided people-we are united 

-they quarrel about religion-we live in love and friendship-they 

·* The appellation given to clergymen by the Indians, 
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drink strong water"'.'""have learned how to cheat-and to. practise all 
the vices of the white men, which disgrace Indians, without imitating 

, the virtues of the white men. Brother, if you are our well-wisher, 
,. -.eep away, and do-. not disturb us. 

" Brother ;'We do not worship the Great Spirit as the white men 
do, but we believe· that forms of worship are indifferent to the Great 

Spirit-it is the offering of a ~incere heart that pleases ~im, and w~ 
·w;orship him in this manner. According to your religion, we must 
believe in a Father and a Son; or we will 'n~t be happy hereafter. We 

have always believed in a Father, and we worship him, as we were 

taught by our fathers. Your,.book says the Son was sent on ~arth by 
the·father-did all the people who saw the Son believe in him? No, 
they did not, and the consequences must be knows to you, if you have 

read the book. ·_ 
. "Brother; y OU wish us to change our religion fqr yours-we like our 

~eligion, and do not want another. Our friends (pointing to Mr. Grai;i
ger, Mr. Parrish, and Mr. Taylor) do us gr<;:at good-they counsel u.s 
in our troubles-~d instruct us how to make ourselves comfortalJle. 
Our friends the quakers do 1nore than this-they give us ploughs, 
and show us how to use them. They tell us we are accountable be

ings, but do not say we must change our religion. We are satisfied 

with what they do. 
"Brother.; For these reasons we cannot receive your offers-we 

hav~ other things to do, and beg you to make your mind easy, and 
hriot trouble u~, lest oU,r heads should be too much loaded, and by and 
· by burst." 
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ClIAPTER XXXVI. 

Bia.ck Rock,-Upper Canada,-Chippaway,-· Falls of 
Niagara*. 

0 CTOBER 28th. The weather being clear and agree
able, I left Buffalo at 12 o'clock, and travelled in a north
west direction, by a very good road, about 2 miles and a 
half, when I descended a steep bank to Black Rock. There 
is a considerable settlement h~re along the side of the ri
ver, and many good stone houses have been recently built,. 
The ·river, which is about a mile broad, issues from the 
lake as clear as crystal, and runs along a hard stony bot
tom with a majestic current. A considerable settlement 
is on t~ British side, opposite to Black Rock ; and 
Fort Erie is· handsomely situated about a mile above. 
There is a ferry at this place, and a great intercourse be .. 
tween the two sides of the river. From the middle of the 
river, there is an elegant view up the lake; and, at the time 
I crossed, I saw several vessels at anchor, and one or two 
at a wharf a little above Black Rock, which is found to be 
rather an inconvenient station, on account of the rapid cur
rent. 

On reaching the Canada shore, the first indication of be
ing in a different dominion was the red coats of some Bri~ 
tish soldiers, who were stationed in a small house by the 

* See the annexed map; 
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way side. I rode up and conversed with them. They told 
me they belonged to the 41st regiment, and were stationed. 
at that place to keep a look out "after the billies," who were
sometimes inclined to make a run to the American side. 
I thought from their language they were Scotsmen, but 
they told me they were from the north of England. 

The road proceeds along the bank of the river, and is 
elevated above the water seven or eight feet. On the Bri
tish side there are rich settlements, all the way down, and I 
leaf1'ed that the inhabitants were chiefly Germans, fi::orn 
Pennsylvania. On the American side there are very few 
settlements, but they have commenced, and it is sttpposed 
they will go on very rapidly. The river encreases in 
breadth as it proceeds downward, and, about five miles from 
the ferry, it branches off into two divisions, embodying 
Grand Island, containing about 24,000 acres of rich land, 
on which the Indian claim is not yet extinct, and of which 
the state of New York has the pre-emption right. Below 
this is Navy Island, where the river again unites, and forms 
a spacious bay, upwards of two miles broad. Near the 
middle of this .. bay Chippaway creek falls into the river, 
and Chippaway ~illage is situated on both sides of the 
creek, close by its outlet. I heard the sound of the falls 
about four or five miles above this place, and I could dis
tinctly see the spray, rising like a cloud, and hear the wa
ters roaring with a continued noise, like distant thunder. 
It was near sun-set when I arrived at Chippaway, but 
I could not sleep before I enjoyed tht sight 'of this asto~ 
nishing cataract, so, after bespeaking lodgings at the tavern:, 
I proceeded towards it. 

Chippaway creek is a black muddy stream, and the ri
ver runs here . with great velocity, which throws all the 
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waters of the creek towards the land ; and they run along 
the bank,· forming .a remarkable contrast with the adjoin. 
ing pure water. The bed of the river now recedes with a 
declivity tha.t lowers the water about 50 feet in less than a 
mile distance, anµ its motion is accelerated to the velocity 
of 12 or 14 miles an hou.r. Here a small part of the river, 
consisting principally of the waters of Chippaway creek, 
parts with the main stream, and winds between a small 

low island and a lofty bank, round which the road turns. · 
On reaching the lower end of the island, the rapids ap
pear in full view ; and an astonishing view it is, to behold 
a sheet pf water,·nearly a mile broad, and very deep, tossing 
and tumbling among roc;ks and precipices for nearly half a 
mile, during which it falls 52 feet, when it apparently sinks 
below the surface of the earth, and eludes your view. 

T?e banks here seem to rise a little ; the coui1try is 
pretty fertile, and there are a number of settlements. Be
ing anxious to see the grand fall before it became dark, I 
h~Irried on as fast as a constant desire to view and admire 
the rapids would allow me. · Near the foot of the small low 
island, the road takes a circuitous course round some plan
tations, and, losing the view of the rapids, affords a little 
time for meditation. On again reaching the bank, the 
whole of the upper part of the falls come into view, which, 
with the rapids, the clouds of spray that constantly rise 
like smoke, and the tremendous roaring of the water, forms 
a scene awfully sublime. My eyes were rivetted to the 
spot, ·w:hile I exclaimed 

" These are thy glorious works ! PARENT OF GO-OD ! 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame. 

-- these declare 
Thy greatness beyond thought, and power divine." 
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I moved forward along the high bank nearly half a mile, 
in which every point presented a new and interesting view 
of this stupendous wonder of nature. At some of the last 
points where I stood, I was right in front of the whole sheet 
of faJling water. It is divided into two parts by an island, 
but the great volume is on the Canada side, and falls with 
a tremendous velocity, forming a curve, and thence called 
the horse-shoe fall. That on the American side falls with 
a regular cascade, and a fragment of the island forms a 
comparatively very small fall . between them. Having 
gazed upon this scene till near dark, I returned to Chip
paway, viewing the rapids with. delight, as · I passed them, 
and looking through this grand. scene to its Almighty 
Author,. 

" I blessed the wonder-working God of heaven!1 

October 29th. Having taken a general view of the falls 
on the preceding evening, I devoted this day to a more 
close inspection, and having procured a Scotsman, of the 
name of. M'lntosh, for my guide, we set out together. 

,,About a mile and a half below Chippaway, we descc1ded 
from the high bank to the side of the river, and camL so 
close to the rapids, that I could wash my hands in them. 
The view up the river was very grand, but it here loses 
rnuch of the effect by being so close upon it. There are 
several mills close upon the river side, supplied by water 
from the rapids. We ascended to the high bank, where I 
left my horse, and my guide conducted me to the Table 
1oe!c, close by the f:,rreat fall, which we approached so near, 
that I washed my hands in the water two or three yards 
above the awful precipice. Tpe view here is very striking:,, 

\.' 0 !,. II. 2 S 
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but the same remark applies as at the rapids, it is too near 

to be sublime. The Table rock, where we stood, is part 

of the platform from which the rivet makes the, grand 
pitch~ It is 172 feet high*; ~he upper partjs about 20. 
feet thic_k, and projects over the base about 40 feet. It is 

~omposed of very hard liD1estone mixed with flint. It is 

checkered, to the extent of half an acre, by innumerable 
fissure&, some of them so large that I could thrust down 
WY arm ; a sure indication of its decay, and probably, 
in a few years, the whole of this rock, wjth the nu_merous 
memorials of the visitors carved on it, will be predpitated 

to the aby,ss b~low. 
We again ascended the high bank, and going round by 

a circuit of nearly two miles, we reached the bank of the 

river, half a mile below the falls, where there is a descent 

by a ladder 45 feet longt; after which we had to travel 

over rocky precipices, some of them very rough, about 

half a mile. The descent over these rocks to the margin 

of the river is about 140 feet, and, as the path rises and 
falls alternately, the journey is very fatiguing; but the 

t.ravellel'. is amply repaid by the awful grandeur of the 

* The faH has been variously represented, but in most of the late 

geographical works, it has been estimated at 137 feet. The guide 

told me it was 170, and I have since·conversed with a gentleman who 

plummedit from the Table rock, and found it to be 172. I saw the 

line in his poss,ession,. with the marks on it, and am convinced that 

the accuracy of this measurement may be relied on. 

t. Until lately, the descent was very difficult, for want of a good 

ladder. That defect has now been supplied by the g·enerosity of a 

lady from Rhode Island, who erected an elegant ladder with side 

rails. 1'he guide mentioned her name, but I have forgot it. I beg 
leave, however; to tender the fair donor my portion of the public 
thanks. 
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amazing fall of water in front of him, and the view of the 
troubled water below, which boils, and foams, and whirls, 
in all directions, as if it were stunned by the dreadful fall'; 
when at length, collecting its forces about half a mile be
low, it hurries away between the high perpendicular banks, 
with which it is hemmed in, in rapid and awful majesty. 

As we approached the foot of the fall, the spray began 
to descend upon us like a shower of rain, and we had to 
pass a jutting precipice, against which it dashed ,vith great 
vioknce, and fell down upon us in such torrents, that we 
were wet to the skin in an instant. 

We now got below the awful cavity formed by the Table 
rock, and I approached so near the edge of the falling mass, 
that I could see distinctly behind it, a considerable way, 
till the view was terminated in utter darkness. The sce-
11ery overhead was truly terrific, more especially when as
sociated with the idea, that the whole of these ha11ging 
rocks will at some period fall down with a tremendous 
crash. The dreadful agitation of the falling mass of wa
ters ; the tremendous noise ; and the shaking of the rocks 
around you; add to the awful grandeur of this awful scene. 
Having gazed on it for some time, my senses almost over
powered with wonder, we retired, but I often stopped by 
the way to behold and admire ; and reaching the top of 
the ladder a little before sun-set, the view was finished 
by the exhibition of a brilliant rainbow, elegantly painted 
in the voluminous clouds of rising spray. 
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OHAP'I'ER XXXVII. 

Upper Canada,-Queenstown,-Lewistown~ 

THERE is a noble traidn the character of the mass of 
the American people, that of independence. They place· 
themselves on an equal footing with whoever they come in 
contact. If they do any thing for you, they will have their 
price, and a· good price too ; but they will take nothing in a 

sneaking way : they will · never leave. it to the honour or 
generosity of the employer. The people under the polish
ed enlightened governments of Europe often exhibit a dif. 
ferent spirit ; and some circumstances that I have met with 
show that such a spirit exists also in Canada. The guide 
that accompanied me to the falls was a fine civil Scots 
.body. I· asked, before setting out, what was his charge. 
'' 1 sometimes get more, sometimes less," said he. " W el1, 
well,. that may be," said . I, " but what is the regular 
charge?" " I make no charge," said he; "-I leave it to 
the pleasure of the company." "But I wish to have no. 
thing left to my pleasure,'' said I; '' I want to have the 
benefit of your service for a certain time, and to give you 
a reasonable compensation for it. '1Vhat do you ask?" 

. '' I canna mak ony charge,'' said he. '' Well, ·what do you 
usually get?" "Oh! all prices, from one dollar to five." I 
could not for my life bring him to a more " tangible point," 
than this. At parti~1g, I gave him a dollar and a half; 
and very likely might be abused as a sorry scrub, for not 
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giving more ; that being a common custom at home with 
these kind of subservient gentry, who depend on the plea
sure ef the company. 

When we arrived at the main road, I felt very chilly, 
after· my ducking below the falls ; and went, accompanied 
by the guide, to a Canadian inn, to get some spirits. As I 
did not alight, they brought the whisky-bottle and a glass, 
depending, of course, on the pleasure of the company. I 
drank part of a glass, and the guide as much; in all, about 
half a gill. I had no coin less than a quarter of a dollar, 
and I handed it to the host, that he might satisfy himself 
out of it. " Thank you," 3ays he, very deliberately put
ting the quarter of a dollar in his pocket. Had it been a 
whole dollar, or five dollars, it would have gone the same 
road; for these what-you-please folks have never got any 
change about them. 

I now rode with a pretty quick pace towards Queens
town, and in my progress was overtaken by a number of 

British officers and their party, who dashed along, some 
of them in gigs, and some on horseback, shouting and 
hallooing as if they had been influenced by an evil spirit ; 
but it was a very different spirit from that which influences 
their most gracious sovereign. They were drunk. I heard 
them damning and insulting some of the people as they 
passed, and at the first house I came to I stopped to make 
inquiry. The settler was one of the "poor good Dutch,H 
and said the soldiers were a little rude sometimes, but it 
was a very good government for all that. 

A little after parting with the Dutchman I met a lan~ 
kee from New Hampshire, and he tuned his pipe to anoc 
ther key. He said he had seen enough of the government 

of Upper Canada. What I had observed was but a small 
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sample of the insolence of the soldiery. Every thing was 
under military controul, and, whenever any rascal chose 
to take a mean revenge of his neighbour, he had nothing 
more to do . than represent him to the military as a disloyal 
m,an, and they would take care of him. Hundreds, who 
bad committed no crime whatever, had been seized in this 
way. Some were irn.prisoned, and kept for months in 
jail, without knowing their crime or their accuser; others 
were sent off to Lower Canada, and some even to Brit1in, 
to be tried. As for the liberty, of the press, there was no 
such thing ; and the pride and insolence of the ruling 
powers were excessive. He was only to remain here till 
his affairs were .settled, when he meant to move off to the . 
state of Ohio*. 

* The haughtiness and pride of the soldiery may be illustrated 
by an anecdote. .A gentleman of respectability told me that he was 
transacting some business neai· Fort George, at N ew~rk; and, hav:
ing some boatmen to pay, it was necessary to procure change of a 
dollar. On' making inquiry where it could be done, he was directed 
fo a house, when he knocked at the door, and a loud voice desired 

him to come in. On ente1-ing; the apartment, he saw a young offi· 

cer shaving himself, whom. accosting, he said, " ,vould you have 
the goodness to favour me with change of a dollar?," The young 
man surveyed him from head to foot, and then, with a look of inef

fable contempt, and a voice of thunder, pronounced, " No." The 
gentleman retired, and had gone a few yards from the house, when 
the young spark came to the door, and called him back. On his 
return, he desired him to come in, and shut the door ; which having 

done, he proceeded thus; " Do you know, sir, who I am ?" '' An 
officer in the army, I presume," answered the other. " Yes, damn 
ye, and I want to let you know, that when you presumed I would 

change a dollar for you, you did not trea,t me with that respect which 

belongs to a representative of his majeity !" TH.e gentleman again 

retired, ~md, with sentiments of indignant contempt foi· this puppy 
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I descended a considerable hill, and reached Queens
town by moon-light, where getting a passage across the 
river, I took up my lodgings for the night at Lewistown. 

October 30. The morning was cloudy and warm, and 
I set out at 11 o'clock to see the banks of Lake Ontario. 
A gentleman in Lexington, Kentucky, had given me a 
letter of introduction to a Mr. Miller, in this neighbour
hood. I made a call by the way, and who should I find 
but the very gentleman mentioned by my garrulous old 
friend, the Dundee plasterer, vol. I. page 332. I found 
Mr. :Miller busy in the fields, ancl 5 sons along with him, 
a great portion in this country. He has a beautiful situa.;. 
tion, on the banks of Niagara river, where, he told me, he 
had bought 1000 acres of land from the state, at about 3 
dollars per acre ; and, such had been the rapid improve
ment of these back woods, that he couldnow sell it for 9 

dollars per acre. In less than 12 years, it will probably 
be worth 30 dollars. Mrs. Miller and all the family had 
joined him in this retreat. They have every thing within 
themselves to make them comfortable, and he car1 give 
each of his sons a farm of 200 acres of as good land as any 
within 20 miles of the bonnet hill of Dundee. Mark that, 
Mr. Plasterer; and tell me a place in the world where 
the like o' that can be obtained with a few years labour·, 
the !Jack woods of America excepted. Mr. Miller and I 
agreed to meet in the evening, and I pursued my way to 

Lake Ontario. 
The road is very good, running close Ly the bank of 

the river, and there are a number of settlements by the 
way. I learned that a reservation of a mile in breadth 

representative of royalty, 'he could not help reflecting on the words 

of the wise man~ " A haughty spi;·it brforc' a fall." 
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along the bank of. the river, from Black Rock to Lake 
Ontario, had belonged to the state of New. York. They 
had it divided ihto convenient lots, and sold by public 
sale some years ago ; by which judicious plan the coun
try is settling up so rapidly, that, in less than 20 years, 
the whole east bank of the river will probably be culti~ 
vated like a garden. 

There was a considerable breeze from the south ; but~ 
when .I came within half a mile of the shores of the lake, 
I fourtd the current of air to proceed from the water, a 
circumstance very common on all the great lakes, and 
which proves that the atmosphere must be colder on them 
than on the adjoining land. 

When I reached the lake sho~e, I left my horse, and 
descended about 20 feet to the beach; where I tasted the 
water, :;tnd found it imre and good. ·The view east and 
west had nearly the same appearance as on Lake Erie ; 
but:the banks are not so lofty, and the beach, bei.ng com« 
posed of gravel and stones, is not so handsome. 

I rode a little way to the eastward, through level plains., 
skirted with oak woods, where I saw several cattle and 
&heep grazing ; and, on my return, i passed over a level 
plain, above half a mile broad, and quite bare of trees, to 
Fort Niagara, the American garrison, s~tuated on the 
point of land where the river falls into the lake. 

This is an old French fort, with antiquated· buildings., 
and the works ,vere going rapidly to decay. It was then 
garrisoned by a company of 81 artillery-me1i; but I 'was 
informed that the British fort on the other. side, being 
more elevated, had the command of it, and that therefore . ~ 

1t must be abandoned in case of a war. 
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The view from this place is very elegant. To the north 
is the lake, with York,. the capital of Upper Canada, hand
somely situated near the west end of it ; to the north
west is the outlet of the river,. with the bar and breakers; 
to the west, .. Newark, handsomely situated on the west 
side of the river, with the garrison at the upper, ar;id the 
light-house at the lower end of it. The river is about 
half a mile broad, and the water pe1·fectly pure. ' Its course 
is nearly north ; but it makes a small bend to the north
west immediately before it falls into the lake. It is 30 
feet deep, and runs at the rate of about 3 miles an hour, 
from which we may calculate the discharge of water to be 
upwards of 128 millions of gallons per minute; but, great 
as the quantity is, it is only abouf a forty-fifth part of that 
discharged by the Mississip1)i. 
· There are two bar.s at the outlet. The water on the 
outer bar is 24 feet deep, on the inner bar about 18. The 
banks are from 20 to 30 feet high, and the country on 
both sides perfectly level. Towards the south,·· the view 
ofthe river is very splendid, and is beautifully terminated 
by the high lands about Queenstown and L~wistown. 

The west bank of the river has been long settled, and 
is studded with houses all the way between Newark and 
Queenstown. The east bank is yet but partially settled, 
but is rapidly filling up. The view to the west, . on the 
banks of the lake, is very pleasing ; the banks are pretty 
high, are well settled, and said to be fertile. On the cast 
bank they are more low and sandy, and the settlements, 
very thin. 

The wl10le country, from the lake to the high lands 
above Lewistown and Queenstown, which may, with pro~ 
priety, be term~d the table land of Lake Erie, is· quite 

VOL, II. 2 T 
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level, and bears evident marks of having been, at no very 
remote period, the bottom of Lake Ontario, which has 
extended a considerable way up the ridge ; and it is very 

evident, I think, that a great change will yet take place 
on these lakes. But it would lead me to too wide a field 
to pursue this subject ; I shall therefore only remark, that, 
to account for the changes which have taken place here, 
~e have no occasion to conjure up earthquakes, or volca~ 
noes, or any other ·great terrific operation. The whole 
can be accounted for by the simple yet powerful natural 
causes every day in active operation. " The constant 
dropping of water weareth away stones ; " and the natural 
tendency of running waters is to wear down their beds- to 
a level with the great reservoir, the ocean. 

It was my intention to have crossed over to Newark, 
in Upper Canada, and to have rode up the west bank of 
the river to Queenstown ; but the wind was blowing so 

. strong, that I could not cross; so I collected what little 
information I could regarding it, and resolved to return 
the way I came. Before leaving this place, however, I 
may remark, that town-making is at present very fashion
able in the United States, and this appears a beautiful 
scite -for a town. The public ground belonging to the 
garrison is exactly a mile square, and is perfectly level, 
with an elevation of 30 feet above the river and lake, both 
of which abound with excellent fish ; and a little bay op
posite the garrison makes a very good harbour. But it 
is to be observed that no town can flourish without com
merce, either foreign or domestic. Foreign commerce 
has been overdone, and commercial towns must suffer by 
the re-action. The towns, therefore, that are most likely 
to increase, for some time to come, are such as are situ~ 
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ated in a rich country, capable of being thickly settled, 
and having favourable positions for the increase of mae 
nufactures. Pittsburg, Lexington, in Kentucky, and 
Zanesville, in Ohio, may be cited as examples. The 
business of mere buying and selling is in some degree 
precarious ; because, though it may be· and is often con
venient to society, yet it is not absolutely necessary. It 
only transfers property, it adds nothing to the common 
stock ; but the men who raise food, and build houses)) 
and make clothing, hold a most honourable station in so~ 
ciety, because their labour is essentially necessary. \Ve 
cannot live without it. 

All is the gift of industry, whate'er 
Rxalts, embellishes, or sweetens life. 



'332 li'RITISH POSSESSIONS& 

OHAPTEU XXXVIII. 

British possessions,-JVewfoundlancl,- Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia,-New Brunswick,-Lower Canada,:_ 
Upper Canada. 

I MENTIONED in the last chapter that I procured 
what intelligence I could regarding Newark. Oil my 
return to Lewistown, I procured a great deal of intelligence 
regarding Canada generally ; and before quitting this part 
of the country I shall take a short review of 

THE BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN NORTH 
AMERICA, 

Selecting the most material facts from works of British 
authority. 

Mr. Pinkerton remarks, that "those parts of North 
America which still belong to Britain are extensive, and of 
considerable importance, though so thinly peopled, and in 

'such a disadvantageous climate, that they sink into in
significance, when compared with the great and flourishing 
territories of the United States. The inhabitants of the 
states have been estimated at five millions [they are now 
upwards of seven J; while those of the British possessions 
scarcely exceed 200,000 souls*, and these chiefly French 
and natives." 

* See the table at the end of this chapter. 
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The British lay claim to a vast extent of territory, com

prehending from the boundary of the United States to the 

north pole, and across the continent from the Atlan~ic to 

the Pacific Ocean; but as there are no settlements except 

.towards the St. Lawrence, it is unnecessary to take a view 

of any other than those near -that river, comprehending 

Upper and Lower Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 

Cape Breton, and Newfoundland. The most important 

of these are the Canadas, and of these Upper Canada is an 

object of the ··greatest importance to the United States,, on 

account of the great extent to which it stretches along the 

American territory. I shall therefore confine my account 

chiefly to this province, previous to which I shall just 

glance at the others. 
NE w F o u ND LAN n is an island situated on the ea8t side 

of the Gulph of St. Lawrence, between north latitude, 

46° 50' and 51° 50', and between 52° 20' and 59° 12~ 

west longitude from London. It is 34 7 miles long, and 

about 300 broad; but both length and breadth are 

very unequal. It is subject to dreadful storins, and is 

almost constantly enveloped in fogs, clouds, and darkness; 

and having a barren soil, the inhabitants are few, and chiefly 

devoted to the fisheries. The chief tovms are St. John, 
Placentia, and Bonavista. 

CAPE BRETON is situated between Newfoundland a~1Cl 

Nova Scotia, and is divided fi:om the latter by a very 
narrow strait. It is about 100 miles long by ,30 broad. 

Some beds of valuable coal have been found, and the 

island is well watered vvith small streams; but the soil' is 

a mere moss, and unfit for cultivation., The climate is 

cold and foggy. The chief trade is in furs and the produce 

of the fisheries. The c hicf towns are Sidney and Louis

burg. 
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Nov A ScoTIA is a considerable peninsula, lying be
tween 43° 4,01 and 4,5° 50' north latitude, and is about 300 
miles long, by about 80 of medial breadth. The country 
along the coast is rugged and stony; but there are some 
good spots of land upon the rivers in the interior of the 
country; and there are valuable mines of coal, limestone, 
plaster of Pt1ris, and iron ore. This province is settled by 
French, New England, and British people. Halifax is the 
capital, and contains about 15,000 inhabitants. 

The island of St. John, 60 miles long, and 30 broadr 
lies to the north of Nova Scotia, and has some good soil, 1 

and several rivers. It contains about 5000 inhabitants. 
NE w BR u N s w r c K extends from Nova Scotia to Canada, 

and from the Gulph of St .. Lawrence to the District qf 
Maine. 

There are several rivers in this province, of which the 
chief is St. John's, running a course of about 400 miles~ 
and there is some good land .on their banks.- St. John's, 
containing about 100 inhabitants, is the capital. The 
whole of the provinces ·of New Brunswick, Nova. Scotia, 
and settlements attached to them, are computed to contain 
about 50,000 inhabitants. 

Low ER CAN An A lies on both sides of the river St. 
Lawrence, between 45° and 52° north latitude, and extends 
westward to the river Utawas, on the west side of Montreal. 
A considerable part of it borders on the district of Maine, 
30 miles on New Hampshire, 95 on Vermont, and S5 on 
New York. 

The face of the country is rathet· level, and contains a 
great deal of good soil, producing grass, grain, and tobac
co in abundance. The settlements extend mostly along 
the banks of the river, and the greater part of the country 
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is covered with wood, which is rather of a small growth, 
except in the meadows, where the trees are large. 

'I'he climate is very severe, and the heat and cold go to 
great extremes, and sometimes in very rapid succession. 
The thermometer rises in summer to 98e:, and in winter 
the mercury freezes. The snow begins to fall in N ovem~ 

ber, and continues on the ground till May, \vhen the 
summer heat is almost instantaneous. In January and 
February the frost is so intense that there is danger of being 
frost-bitten, and to guard against it the inhabitants cover 
the whole body with furs, except the eyes and nose. 

The population is computed at about 130,000; and 
they have a very considerable trade, which chiefly centres, 
in the. two great Canadian towns, Quebec and Montreal. 

Q u EBE c is the capital, and stands on a rock, on the 
north side of the St. Lmvrence, 320 miles from the sea. 
The town is ·well fortified, being considered almost impreg
nable. There is sufficient depth of water to float vessels, 
of any burden to Quebec. The inhabitants are supposed 
to be above 10,000, of whom two-thirds ~.re of French 
extraction. 

Montreal is situated on an island in the St. Lawrence, 
170 miles above Quebec; and is a handsome town, con
taining about 6000 inhabitants. 

A very considerable portion of the trade of the river, 
and these towns, is derived from Upper Canada and the 
United States; and the exports, chiefly of grain, flour, 
provisions, potash, timber, naval stores, furs, &c. have of 
late been very great. The imports are chiefly British 
goods, with which the inhabitants contrive to supply a con-: 
siclerable part of the United States, by smuggling; and th~ 
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Americans, in return, smuggle tea, coffee, &c. to the 

Canadians. 
Learning is at. a low ebb. Mr. Pinkerton says, " the 

I?rench women in Canada can generally read and write, and 

are thus superior:to the men; but both are sunk in igno
rance and superstition; and the English language is con

fined to the few British settlers." 
Upp ER CAN An A extends from Lower Canada to the 

lake of Winnipeg, in long. 97°, and comprehends an im

mense extent and variety of territory, of which that portion 
stretching between the great lakes, and along the banks of 
the St. Lawrence, is the best; and, taken as a whole, it is 
superior to any other part of the British possessions in 

North America. 
The settlements are chiefly confined to the ban:ks of the 

river and lakes, a11d present a most extensive; and in some 
places a thickly settled frontier to the United States. 
About 180 miles border on the state of New York, and 
the lakes opposite to it; 45 on Lake Erie opposite · the 
state of Pennsylvania; 150 opposite the state of Ohio; and 
300 on the rivers and lakes opposite the Michigan Territory. 

The inhabitants are composed of French, English, and 
Scottish, and a great nrnny have emigrated from the United 
;3titcs ·within tllese last 20 years, principally of Dutch and 
German extraction. The· whole inhabitants have been 
estimated at 40,000, but they are probably double that 
number, and as this district enjoys a pretty mild climate, 
and good soil, especially along the lakes, they are likely to 
encrcase. 

Yark, the capital, is a small pleasant town, containing a 
good many frame houses ; but the land is rather low arid 
unhealthy in its neighbourhoods 
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Newark, already noticed, contains about 500 inhabitants, 
and many of the buildings are handsome, being composed 
of brick and stone. It has 2 churches, a jail, and acade
my; 6 taverns, and about 20 dry-good stores; where every 
article can be had on as good terms as. in Montreal. · The 
fort here is garrisoned with 500 men, of the 41st regiment; 
and the remainder of the regiment are distributttd along the 
banks of the lake. 

Queenstown contains about 300 inhabitants. Jt has six 
stores and several taverns, and_ a considerable trade along 
the lakes. 

Kingstown, at the east end of lake Ontario, is a hand
some little place, and the farmers in its neighbourhood' are 
said to live as comfortably as they do in New England. 

Malden, at the west end of lake Erie, consists of about 
100 houses, and has a garrison, and a great trade with the 
,lri.dian tribes. 

Th_at part of the province which stretches between the 
lakes, lying between the 42d and 45th degree of north lati
tude, is by far the most valuable, and enjoys a comparative~ 
ly temperate climate. The western winds, already noticed, 
prevail; and the winters are generally more mild than at 
Philadelphia or New York, while the summers are cool 
and pleasant. The part of it that I saw on the north side 
of lake ~rie, and between the lakes, is beautiful. It will 
in all probability become a thickly-settled country;. and to 
it, and the adjoining states, will the inhabitants in the lower 
districts continue to be chiefly indebted for their trade. 

Agriculture is pretty well understood, and the produce 
is abundant. A good deal of domestic manufacture is card 

ried on, and there are some carding machines, and a few 
coarse woollens made; but they are not encouraged,· the 

VOL, U. 2 U 
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genius of the gqveri1ment being directed to secure as tnany 
importations as possible from England. 

The French, and it may be added the Dutch, settled 
here, are very ignoran!, and set little value upon education. 
Intelligence is chiefly confined to the British merchants and · 
Yankee settlers. There are a number of schools, but they 

, are not adapted to the mass of the people, nor does the ge
nius of the leading men tend that way. There is a consi. 
derable desire to monopolize knowledge as well as riches 
and power, and the aristocracy, being backed by the mili .. 
tary, have more power here probably than. in England. 
The laws appear. fair and equal, but there is a great deal 
of underhand management and intrigue; and neither iQ~e
-pendence of sentiment nor freedom of speech or of the 
press are encouraged1 indeed they are hardly tolerated; 
while many of the military officers are . l1aughty and over
bearing in the highest degree. _ 

The subject of war between the United States and Bri .. 
tain being the topic 0f conversation1 I made very minute 
inquiry, so as to learn the sentiments of the people here re
garding it. The result of the best information I could 
procure was,' that 1000 men would be sufficient, along with 
the militia, to protect the fro11tier on t}le Niagara river; and 
were 5000 men to be sent into the province with a procla
mation of independence, the great mass of the people would 
join the American government. 
' The follm,ving summary of the populatiOtl and. trade of 

Canada, is copied from a late British newspaper. 
Population about 330,000 

Exports. 
Furs and skins £. 150,000 

Carried over £· 150,000 
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Brought forward £. 150,000 

\Vheat, flour, biscuit, and grain 136,500 
Lumber 556,500 
Pot and pearl ashes 
Beef and pork 
Sundries 

Imports about 

Vessels employed -
Tons of -shipping 

.223,000 
30,000 
16,000 

Total £. 1,112,000 

660 

l44,000 

£. 1,000,000 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Leave Lewistown,-Devil' s f.Iole ,-Grand Niagara,._ 
Fort Schlosser. 

MR and Mrs. Miller having on the preceding evening 
agreed to -accompany me to the falls, on the American 
side, they called for me this morning, and we set out .at 10 
o'clock. As we passed through· Lewistown I procured 
the following information regarding this new settlement. 

LE w Is Tow N is laid out on a handsome plan, occupy
ing a mile square, and a considerable piece of ground .is 
appropriated :to public purposes. It is subdivided into 
blocks of three chains, each containing three lots, and they 
sell at present for from 100 to 300 dollars. It is gradual. 
ly buildi1ig up with brick, frame, and stone houses; and is 
well supplied with fine water, which renders it very com
fortable. Being at the bottom oi the portage on the Ame
rican side, it is the seat of considerable trade, which is likely 
to increase. T~enty vessels belong to the lake navigation 
here, and 2300 bushels of salt were landed at Lewistown 
last season.. The quantity of Hour, grain, provisions, and 
peltry that are shipped is considerable ;. and for every arti
cle of produce. there is a brisk demand, and a good · price. 
Wheat sells for 1 dollar per bushel, flour 7 dollars per bar
rel, pork 6 dollars per barrel. The country is improving 
in the neighbourhood, and land is worth from 7 to 9 dol-

. l'ars per acre.. Merino sheep have been introduced, and 
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are doing well ; and there are considerable do111estic ma .. 
nufactures, though none on a large scale. 

About a mile from Lewistown we reached the foot of 
the ascent which leads to the table land above; and I fre
quently stopped by the way, to admire the fine view, and 
to examine the mechanism of this part of the country ; 
which clearly demonstrates that the falls were once ~ere, 
and have, through the lapse of ages, worn a passage eight 
miles upwards to where they now are. They must hav~ 
been successively at every point of the intermediate space .. 
The river below this holds a placid, though pretty rapid 
~ourse, to the lake, the surface being only 15 or 20 feet be
low the banks; and it is from one-half to three-quarters of 
a mile wide; but above this it is confined within a narrow 
channel, the motion is accelerated to a great velocity, and 
it is _rough and turbulent, the pr~bable effect of a very rag
ged bottom, which the falls would make in their ascent. 
The banks, nearly perpendicular, are about 300 feet high~ 
and com posed of hard limestone above, and schistus be
low; and this arrangement continues all the way to the pre .. 
sent fall. 

I shall here transcribe Volney's remarks on this subject. 
"To those who closely examine the situation of the scene, 
it is plain that the fall commences here, and that it has 
sawed through the layers of the rock, and thus hollowed 
out its channel. The chasm has been gradually worn 
away, from age to age, till it reached the place where the 
fall now appears. This operation has continued slowly, 
but incessantly. The oldest settlers in the neighbourhood 
recollect a period when the bank .of the fall was several 
paces forward. In the wi11ter of 1797-8 the great thaw, 
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and consequent floods, loosened great masses:, which con.:· 

fined the course of the wate,r*.'' 

* Volney expresses a wish that the gover9ment would cause a1,1 

exact account to be take·n of the present state ~f the cataract, that be. 
ing compared with other statements, from time to time, would enable 

us to trace with certainty the changes that may hereafter take place• 
This is now not so necessary as when Volney visited these fcills, 

The country is rapidly settling up around them, and Iil.q.ny people 

visit them yearly, some of whom will occasionally publish their tra

vels, so ,that all facts and circumstances regarding them will oe mi
Ilutely put upon record. To me it is very obvious that they have, to 

use V olriey's expression, sawed a passage through a body of very 

hard rock, eight miles in length, and 'it is perfectly reasonable to con .. 

elude that the operation is constantly going on. It cannot be other

wise, and it is clear that they will, in process of time, pa'lv a passage 
. through the rocks 20 miles upwards, and drain Lake Eri(;. But 

this must be a very slow process, though it is inevitably certain, ijnd, 
some of the inhabitants, who live 2 or 300,000 years hence, may 

view the falls below Detroit, and refer to works of the present clay for 

proof that they once existed at this place; and that a lake (lake 
Erie), 300 miles long and 70 broad, existed in the intermediate space, 
no trace of which will then be seen. 

Mr. Schultz, a late intelligent and agreeable traveller, has given 
a very correct description of these falls; and, as might be expected, 

is led into a train of reasoning regarding their duration and progressi 

for which he has been censured by his reviewers, as attempting to des

troy the mosaic history of man, and with it divine revelation. But it 
should be recollected that revelation consists of two parts, verbal and 

natural, of which the last is by far the most important, a~ Dr. Paley 

has demonstrated in his elegant treatise on natural theology; apd som~ 

of the ancient writers in scripture seem to have been of the same opi• 

nion. " The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth his handy work : there is no sjzeech nor language •where their 

;toice is not heard;'~ " Through faith we understand that the worlds 

19'ere framed by the word of God." " Come, behold the works of tlre 
Lord." ·" In his hand are the deep places <,f the earth; the str~ngth 
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On reaching the summit of the table. land, about 300 feet 

high, we had a fine view of the plain and river below, of 
lake Ontario, York, Newark, Queenstown, and Lewistown. 
The soil above is different from that below ; it has a larger 
portion of vegetable mould; the timber is larger, and exhi
bits gTeater variety ; and every appearance indicates a state 
of greater maturity, and consequently of greater antiquity ... 
I consider the soil here better than that below, and I would 

pr~fer this situation as a place of residence; but the plain. 

is settling most rapidly, chiefly on account of the conve
nieµcy of the water. 

of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he made it ; and his hands 

formed the dry land. 0 come let us worship, and bow down; let us 

kneel before the Lord, our maker." In beholding the works of God 

:in the creation, it is one of the attribt1tes of our nature to reason and to 

reflect upon them; and it is a proof of integrity of principle, and in

dependence of sentiment, to state. candidly the impressions that are 

made upon the mind by the investigation. The write!' may be rni8-

taken; but if he has communicated his ideas in respectful language, 

lie should not be blamed on. that account, and a mistake of the judg

ment should not be construed into an evil intention. Mr. Schultz is 

not the only person, who, from the appearances of nature, has been 

induced to assign a much greater degree of ~ntiquity to the world 

than what is assigned by the popular opinion; and l really do not see 

that the idea at all militates .against ( verbal) "revelation," or the 

'' Mosaic history of man." The present system of chronology is, if 

lmistake not, deduced from the Mosaic account of the creation, by 

inference only. Moses simply says, "In the beginning God created 

the heaven and the earth." He does not say when the beginning ,vas, 

and, for any thing that appears in his writings, it may be with as great 

propriety fixed at 27,000 as 6000 years. For my own part, I believe 

the world to have existed from a space of time infinitely beyond either, 

although I think it extremely probable that the present rac.e of men 

has not existed long beyond 6000 years. 
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After travelling about four mi'les, we came to the river 

bank, which was so steep that I could throw a stone into 

-the water at least 3 50 feet distant. We stopped a few 

minutes at a small distillery, belonging to a · Scotsman ; af. ' 

ter which, we again approached the bank of the river, at a 

place called Devil's Hole, a frightful cavity, where I was 
told a· party of 50 or 60 British soldiers had· been pursued 

by the Indians, and only 11 escaped alive~ Not far from 
hence there is a whirlpool on the opposite side, which, as I 
did not see, . I shall .describe in the words of Volney. " I 
had an, opportunity of visiting the ravine (in which the riu 
ver runs), at a spot where a large bay is formed in one of 

its sides._ Here the waters have formed a deep recess or 

whirlpool, in which are entangled all the floating bodies, 

which cannot go any further. We observe, at this place, 

the river, checked by the stubborn rock, carries its fali 

over several -points, and appears to search out the weakest 
spot, through which it continues its way.'' 

We heard the sound of the falls very distinctly when we 

were four or five miles distant, and, arriving-within a mile, 

we had a full view of them, and passed on to a recent 

settlement immediately above them, by the side of the ra

pids, where a town has lately been laid out, called Grand 
. Jviagara. -

Here we left our horses and walked · down to the falls ; 

but the sheet of falling water is small here, compared with 
the horse-shoe fall ; and being interrupted by. large masses 

of rock~ below, the perpendicular descent is not near so 
great. 

The bank is so low here that the water occasionally 

toucher the grass in its descent, and you can walk to the 

very margin with the greatest safety. I walked here so close 
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to the edge, that I could wash my hands in the water 
while in the act of falling. 

There is a good new ladder a little below .. ~e fall~ on 
this side, near which, from an eminence, we had an ex- , 

, tended view of the whole falls, which, though ,~t so emi
nently grand as on the Canada side, where you~ get right 
in front of them, is yet very superb. 

The channel between the shore and the island is about 
250 yards broad, and the descent by the rapids, previous 
to making the grand pitch, is about 50 feet. 

The river is two miles and a half broad at Chippaway 
creek. 

At the falls it is contracted to three-quarters of a 
mile. 

Below the falls it is contracted to about one-third of a. 
mile. 

Feet .. 
The descent from Chippaway creek. to the head of 

the rapids, distant one mile, is 40 
The descent in the rapids, half a mile long, is · 52 
The grand pitch at the table rock, is 1 70 

Total 262 

The whole descent from lake Erie to lake Ontario has 
been estimated at 450 feet; and in, the distance between 
Fort Schlosser and Devil's Hole, it has been found by ac .. 
tual measurement to be 3 72 feet. 

From the best information I could procure, I am in .. 
dined to make the following calculation on the descent of 

the river between the lakes : 
VOL. II. 
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Feet. 
From lake Erie to Chippaway 16' 
From Ch.ippaway to the bottom of the grand pitch, 

as above 262 
From the grand pitch to Devil's Hole llO 
From Devil's Hole to Lewistown 56 
From Lewistown to lake Ontario 6 

Total 450 

It has been noticed that the bed of the river above the 
falls ·is composed of a stratum of very hard· limesto11e, 
mixed with flint. Below this there is a strati1m of very 
soft slate, which, vvhen rubbed in a wet state, assumes the 
appearance of blue clay. This, of course; decays much 
faster than the stratum above, and accounts for the large 
cavity below the falls ; and the hard rock above, appro
l)riately termed the table rock, projecting over the base, 
tenders the pitch perpendicular. In the middle of the 
stream, on the Canada side, the great accumulation of wa
ters breaks down this table rock faster than it is broken at 
the sides, which accounts for the curve in the stream, term
ed, from its appearance, the horse-shoe foll. 

At Grand Niagara there are erected a grist-mill, a saw
mill, a fulling-mill, a carding. and roving machine; and 
sevetal other mills are projected. The water is brought 
out of the river above the rapids, and as the source is in. 
exhaustible, and the fall about 50 feet, 1nills and machine
:ry, to a very great extent, can be erected here. The coun
try round is fertile and beautiful, so that I think it proba
ble this will become a very, large settlement. It will not 
probably encrease with the rapidity of some towns, merely 
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commercial; but it ·will have a more steady progress, and 
be much less liable to reaction. 

There is a bar across this branch of the river, at the 
head of the rapids, by which the people sometimes go to 
the island, opposite Grand Niagara, but it is considered 
rather dangerous. 

A boat loaded with salt and a canoe were carried over 
the falls not long since. The boat got adrift about five 
miles above, and was carried down by the current. There 
were four men in it, OI).C of whom saved himself by jump
ing overboard, and swimming ashore with the help of an 
oar. The other three kept by the boat, and were, with it, 
dashed to pieces among the rapids, and finally carried over 
the awful precipice. Some of the fragments of the boat 
and casks were found below the falls ; and one of the dead 
bodies was found, in a very mangled state, on lake Onta
rio, 11 miles from land. The canoe was carried over with 
two men in it, and one of the dead bodies was found be
low with both legs off. 

Ducks and geese are sometimes carried over, and 
though they save themselves from utter destruction, by 
flight, they are found below so stunned that they cannot 
fly, and are caught with ease on the banks. There is a fine 
fishery in the Yvater below the falls and in the rapids. 

Having stopped some time at Grand Niagara, we went to 
a tavern at fort Schlosser, where we passed 'the night. 

The subject of navigable canals having of late excited a 
great degree of attention in the United States, I resolved, 
at setting out, to pay a little attention to it, and have ac
cordingly noticed it occasionally in the course of this 
~vork. From an early investigation of the subject, it ap~ 
1)eared to me, that a canal of much importance could be 

" 
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made between this place and ;Lewistown, so as to continue 

the chain of communication from the river St. Lawrence 

along the lakes. There is a natural harbour formed · at 

fort Schlosser by an eddy in the river, and the ground is' 
pretty level to the extremity of the table land above Lew. 

istown. An ample supply of water could be procured 

from the· river, to make up for the waste in descending the 

locks; so that it is perfectly practicable to make a canal. 

The distance is about nine miles, and the canal would rei 

quire to be sufficiently large to admit of sloop navigation; 

But it appears, by a late sµrvey and report of commis
sioners appoi11.ted by the state of·New York, that the utiliQ 

ty of such a canal may be superseded by a more profita

ble line to run between the Niugara river and Albany. I 
shall, therefore, here merely 'transcribe the estimate for 

making a canal at this place, frotn·the secretary of the trea

~ury' s report 011 canals and r-0ads, and defer a further cong 

sideration of the subject until I -reach Utica or Albany, 

when I shall have travelled over the greater part of the' 

ground through which it is proposed the canal shall run. 
" The fall from lake Erie to lake Ontario has been al .. 

ready stated at 450 feet. A company had been _incorpo

rated by the state of New York. for the purpose of open

ing a canal at this place, but it does not appear that any 
thing ever was attempted after the survey had been made. 
The inte11tion seems to have been to open a canal naviga

tion for boats only, from Fort Schlosser to Devil's Hole. 

The lake ·itself and Giles' creek would have supplied the 

water, and the ex pence was estimated at 43 7 ,poo dollars. 

~' It is, however, evident that the canal, in order to be 
as eminently useful as the nature of the undertaking seems 

to require, should be on such a scale as to admit vessels 
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~hich can navigate both lakes. Considering. the distance, 
which, in that ~ase, must be extended to about 10 miles, 
~d . the 19.ckage of 450 feet, it is not believed that 
the , e:xpence can be estimated at less than 1,000,000 dolG 
la.rs.'' 
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CHAPTEU XL. 

Leave Port Sc!zlosser,-Tonewanta creek,-Batavia. · 

NOVEMBER 1st. The morning was cool and foggy. 
I parted with my friends at nine o'clock, and set forward 

· on my journey. At a short distance from the tavern 
·where I lodged, I passed Fort Schlosser, or rather the scite 
of it; for nothing now remains but the under part, suf
ficiently prominent to distinguish what was its· form and 
dimensions, 

From thence to· Tone~vanta creek is 12 miles, and the 
road runs near the side of the river all the way. On this 

road there is a fine view of the river, of Grand Island, and 
the Canada shore. There is a small island at the mouth 
of the Tonc:Tvanta creek, which is here joined by another 
stream called Ellicott's creek. The river is here above 
half a mile wide, and the east bank is mostly level rich land. 

Having crossed the creek by a ,vooden bridge, I left the 
Buffalo road. I perceived a new line of road, cut through 
1hc woods, leading toward Batavia, but I was informed it 
,vas impassable, and took an old path which passed a con
siderable ·way along the south bank of Ellicott's creek, 
here a slow deep stream, with very fertile banks. On 
leaving the creek I travelled through the woods, four miles, 
by the worst road I had ever seen, before I came to any 
house, and I then found a few poor settlements within 

about half a mile of each other, all the way to the turnpike, 
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. about six miles Jrom the mouth of Tonewanta creek. 
,The road was in some places so bad, that my horse some~ 
times sunk to the knees, and at one time it was with con~ 
J~iderable difficulty'that I got it disehgaged. The settlers 
whom I ·spoke with were nearly all sick, a n~tural effect in 
the first settlement of a lo\v swampy country ; but the 
lands here are rich, and when drained will form a good 
situation. 

When I reached the turnpike road, I was qtiite surpris
ed to find the country so well settled. Not many years 
ago it was an ·entire· wilderness ; now the houses ~ so 
thick along .the road, that the traveller is never out of sight 
of one, and inns are to be found· at the end of every two 
or three miles. The road runs along a sort of fi.mestone 
ridge,. and to the north the soil is composed of a fine black 
vegetable mould, which raises grain and grass in profusion. 

About a mile and a half from where l entered on the 
turnpike l crossed Ellicott's creek, here a pretty, clear 
stream, having falls and mills not far from the road. I 
was informed that the lands on the road side are.laid out in 
lots, of half a mile in front by a mile back,_ each containing 
1320 acres. They are all taken up, and most of them are 
under cultivation. · The price is from 6 to 18 dollars, ac
cording to quality and degree of improvement. A great 
number of . the settlers here ~re Germans, from near . Lan~
caster, Pennsylvania. 
, In my · progress I met several families moving to the 
'WestW',lrd, and a number. of travellers; from di~tant places, 
in quest of land. I stopped at dark at a tavern, 19 mifos 
from Buffalo. I wm~ there informed that the country was 
mostly settled by people from Pennsylvania, who were 
good farmers:, and though th~y looke<!l poor, they generaUy 
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had a good deal of money. At the ey-ly part of the set .. 
tlement, the country had been a good deal troubled with 
. bears and wolves, but they had now disappeared, and 
sheep had been introduced, and were thriving well. . Lands 
are held_ uncleared at from five to seven dollars, on the 
road; a little back at three dollars. Last spring they took 
a sudden rise, which had checked the progress of settle. 
ment, the new settlers passing over to New Connecticut; 
and this will continue to be the case unless the price ,be 

·reduced. The landlord had been on Grand Island, in the 
Niagara river, which he describes as a body of excel
lent land. 

November 2d. I set . forward on my journey at six 
:o'clock: the moming was cloudy, with a slight frost. I 
travelled six miles to breakfast, through a low muddy 
tract of land. · Part of the road was a causeway of timber, 
.and very rough. The tavern where I stopped was a neat 
clean house, and announced comfort and good cheer. On 
entering the breakfast toom, a gentleman dressed in black 
sat at table, and frequently viewed me with such a graci
ous smile in his aspect, that it brought to my recollection 
the "sweet voices. and smiling faces'' ·mentioned, by.Red 
Jacket. At last breaking silence he accosted me. ·" Are 
you from New York, pray, sir?" "Yes, sir," replied I. 
After some common-place conversation he observed, "New 
York seems to me to be highly favoured with divines."
As I object to the titles of the Almighty being applied to 
any set of men, I wished to wave the subject; but he 
seemed determined to improve the time, and ran on with 
a variety of observations on the clergy of New York, and 
circumstances connected with the clerical profession genea 
rally ; and, rising up, he repeated with much emphasis 
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the charge of the apostle Paul to Timothy, which having 
finished he called for his horse, and rode off. I learned 
that he was a missionary preacher, and is probably the 
same whom Red Jacket addressed in May last. 

After breakfast I continued my journey, through a level 
country, abounding with small swamps, but the soil wag 
good; and 10 miles from the tavern reached Tonnewanta 
creek, which I passed by a bridge, and travelled along its ' 
left bank· four miles to Batavia, of which the elegant court
house has a beautiful appearance at a distance. 

Batavia being the place for transacting the business of 
the Holland land company, I waited. on ~1r. Ellicott, the 
agent, who favoured me with a great variety of useful in
formation. 

This district,' commonly called the HoLLAND PuR
CHAsE, extends from Lake Ontario to the Pennsylvania 
line on th~ south, and from the Pennsylvania line on the 
west, to the banks of the Genesee on the east. Its ex
treme length from east to west is about 96 miles, and the 
breadth from north to south is nearly as much ; but the 
lakes and Upper Canada cut off a large portion from the 
square on the west. side, and a considerable portion is cut 
off on the north-east side by other purchases towards the 
Genesee river. The remainder amounts to about 6200 
square miles, or nearly 4,000,000 of acres; but from this 
are to be deducted the Indian reservations, and the New 
.York state reservation, making together about 250,000 
acres, leaving to this company 3,750,000, being by far the 
largest tract of land ever held by any land company in this 
country. 
. The. general configuration of the country may be infer
red from the accoupt of that part through which I travelled, 

VOL. II. 2 Y 
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Towards the borders of the state it is hilly ; from· thence 
to within eight miles of lake Ontario, it is. a. high plain, in. 

most places undulating, and agreeably uneven; in others 

nearly level : to the north of. the ridge, eight miles from 
lake Ontario, it is almost quite level to the lake. 

The soil is generally fertile~the whole being nearly simi
lar to that described, except in the southern d4,trict, where 

it is rather rough. It seems to be rather defective in mi~ 
nerals, but is abundantly supplied with springs and streams 

of water ; and there are several salt-springs, and some air 
and oil-springs. 

The Holland company have adopted very judicious 
measures in settling up the· lands, and have expended. vast 

sums of money on roads, bridges, buildings, and improve .. 
ments ; but the country is now rapidly settling up, and 
the purchase is likely to turn out a very favourable spe .. 
culation. 

The settlers ~1re mostly from New England, and they 
give the tone to the manners and habits of the people; 

which are nearly assimilated to those of the New England 
states, though they are interspersed with Germans, and with 
emigr:ants from Ireland and Scotland. The inhabitants 
are mostly farmers and mechanics ; there are 110 manufac .. 

tures on a large scale, but there are a great number of 

carding machines, and the people mostly make their own 

clothing. There are no reserves for schools; but educa.1 
tion is pretty wdl attended to by the inhabitants, who, 
whenever 10 families are settled near each other, associate 
and procure a schoolmaster. The district is divided into 
five counties, containing 23,557 inhabitants. 

There are no towns of· any importance in the district. 
The country houses exhibit a similar appearance to those 
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fa New England, being built of wood, ~nd painted white. 

Many of them are beautiful, and display an elegant tasteo. 

The country is well supplied with pretty ,good roads:» 

of which the great state road, aln::ady mentioned; is the 

chief. There are abundance of good taverns by the way, 
which accommodate passengers on reasonable terms. The 

principal market is on the fake, and it is believed by the 
.people here, that it will always continue to be so; they 

$eem, so far as I have yet -collected · their sentiments, to 

-consider the projected canal as of no importance to them ; 

and the most prevalent opinion_, indeed, is, that it is im
·practicable, and that the scheme will be abandoned. At 
:present, the emigrants who are pouring into the country-, 

and travelling to the westward, take up a great part of the 
·Surplus :produce. 

The present price of the ,company's lands is 3 dollars 
50 .cents per acre, of which 5 per cent. is .payable in cash, 

and the remainder, being ·divided into ·6 instalments, is 

;;payable at 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 years, with interest for the 

last 6 years ; but if the purchaser neglects to make certain 

improvements the first year, :he is then subjectto:pay inte~ 

rest from the date of sale. The above, however, is only 

'the general ntail price to settlers ; there are maey tracts 

·which would be-sold for less; :and a colony of settlers, who 

·Qould purchase a whole township, could be accommodated 

·on favourable terms. Twenty per cent. discount is allow ... 

-ed .for cash. 
BAT A VIA consists ofabout 50 houses, a court-house, 4 

taverns, 4 stores, and a grist-mill. It was· laid out in lots 

t>f 20 rods in front, by 1 mile deep, and sold originally 

for 5 dollars per acre, the purchaser · being bound to .clear 

S .ac.res in front the first year after the purchase& In con-



356 TRAVELS IN 

sequence of the decay of so much vegetable matter, it was 
at first unhealthy in the summer and fall ; but of late it 
has been healthy. This last summer, however, there were 
some cases of typhus fever, but not of a very fatal tendency, 

and· it did not spread. 
Farmers and mechanics are best adapted to the country, 

and, if they are industrious, they are sure to succeed. · A 
farmer can get a quarter section of land, 160 acres, for 560 

dollars, with eight· years to pay it. If he is industrious, 
he may have the whole cleared and cultivated like a gar
den by· the end of that time; when, in consequence of the 
rise on property, by the encrease of population, and the cul
tivation by his individual industry, his land may be worth 
50 dollars per acre, or 8000 dollars ; besides his stock. of 
cattle, &c., which may be worth half as much more. Me
chanics are well paid for their labour ; carpenters have 1 

dollar per · day and their board ; if they board themselves, 
l dollar 25 cents~ Other trades have in proportion, and 
living is cheap. Flour is about 5 dollars per _ barrel ; 
beef 4 ceuts per lb. ; fowls 12} cents each ; fish are plenty 
and cheap. A mechanic can thus earn as much in two 
days as will maintain a family for a week, and by vesting 
the surplus in houses and lots, in a judicious manner, .he 
may accumulate money as fast as the farmer, and both 

may be independent and happy. Indeed, these two classeti 
,cannot too highly prize the blessings they enjoy in this 
country, nor be sufficiently grateful to the Almighty Dis
poser of all events, for casting their lot in a land where 
they have advantages so far transcending what the same 
classes have in any other. I know there are many who 

· hold a different opinion, but I must take the liberty to dis

sent from it, and the reader who has travelled with me 
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thus far, will allow that my opinion··is not founded either 
on a partial or prejudiced view of the. subj~ct ; it is dedu
ced from . plain, unvarnisheQ facts, which .. no reasoning .can 
set aside, nor sophistry invalidate. What would the farm
ers, and mechanics, and manufacturers in Britain give to 
: be in the same situation? ·rhere (Lspeak particularly rOf 
Sco~and) there a farmer pays from 7 to 28 dollars per acre, 
yearly, for the use of his farm, besides the .taxes and pub
lic burdens. ' He gets, in mc!llY instances, . a lease o~ 19 
years, and is bound to cultivate the gr·ound . in, a certain 
way, prescrihed by the tenure of his lease. : If he improv~ 
.the farm, the improvements are f~r another,.not for him; 
and, ~t the end of the lease,. if another is willing to give one 
shilling more than him,. or if the proprietor ,has a favourite, 
or:wish~s to turn two or more farms into one, or: ha.s taken 
um hr.age at his politics, . or ,his · religion, or any thing els~ 
regarding. him .or his family, he will not get .a renewal of 
the lease.·. Many a family ·have I known, . who Jiave been 

·;ruined in .this. way. Being turned out of the farm, they r.e
tire to a town or city, where their substance is soon spent, 
and they pine aw.ay in poverty, and at l~st ~nd a happy 
relief in the cold grave. Nor is there any remedy; the lands 
are nearly all r:ntailed on the great families, and the lords 
of the soil are the lords of . the , laws ; they can bind the 
poor farmer in all cases whatsoever . 

. Compare this with· the situation of the American farmer. 
He cultivates his own soil, or, if he has none, he can pro
cure it in sufficient quantity for 200 or 300 dollars. If he 
has no money, he can get credit, and all that is necessary 
to. redeem his credit, is to put forth his hand and be ind us .. 
trious. He can stand erect on t11e middle of his farm, 
and say, " This ground is mine : from the highest canopy 
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nf heaven, dmvn to the lowest depths, I ·Can daim all that 
I can get possession of within these bounds ; fowls 'of the 

air, fish of the sea, and all that pass through the same." 
And, having a full share df · consequence in the political 
scale, his · equal rights are guaranteed to him. None dare 
encroach upon 'him ; ;he can sit und~r· his own vine, and· 

· ·:qnder his own fig:. tree, and :none to :make him afraiq. 
, Look at the mechanic and manufacturer: ii-i·America -tbey 

can eam frcin 6 to 9 dollars per week, :and have'provisions 
so reasomible, that they can'Imve their wheat-:bread and roast-
:beef, or roast-pork, ·or fowl every -day, and accunmla:te pro= 

pertyfor old age and their offspring. In Britain they can earn 
Jrom a dollar and a 'half·to ;three dollars per week, and pay 
•at the ·ra:te 6f 14 or 15 dollars for a ·barrel :of ·floui4

, and 

from 16 to 22 ·cents per lb. for Ibeef. But,'\Vhy do l talk 
-of 'flmir. and beef? . small, indeed, : is ;the portion of these 
tbat fall to their lot. No·; they are doomed to drag -out a 
miserable existence on potatoes and -oat-meal, with this 
farther curse entailed upon them, that, · by '°the mandate ot 
the· powers that be, 'they are bound :to the soil ; they can

·not, th~y DARE. 'NOT leave their country, excepfby stealth! 
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CHAPTER XLlo 

Leave Batavia,-Genesee river,-Canandaigua_. 

THERE is something in an extensive country that is 
calculated to enlarge the mind, and to steel the body 
against the fatigues incident to a long journey. I had now 
travelled upwards of 2000 miles in the space of 12 weeks, 
during which I do not think I was an hour idle. Both 
body and mind had been incessant! y occupied, yet I felt 
little fatigue; the recollection of the scenery I had past 
over, the vast variety of useful information I had collected, 
the perpetual succession of fresh objects, and the collective 
view, in my mind's eye, of such an extended country, un .. 
der such a mild government, all conspired tq produce sen
sations gratifying in the highest degree ; aiid I am a con~ 
vert to that part of the Brunonian system, :which attributes 
support to the body from salutary stimulus on the mind. 
It was as natural for me to rise at the dawn of day as to 
call for my breakfast ; if I met with company on· the road, I 
spoke to them; if they were going the same way, I enter~ 
ed into conversation, and seldom failed to get something 
worth putting on record. If I travelled alone, I had an. 
ample fund for meditation and reflection. When I stop
ped, my meals were short, and the remaining part of the 
interval of rest was employed it1 enquiry and recording. 
My evenings, excepting the time that was necessary to see 
my horse taken care of, were spent in the same way, often 
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till 11 or 12 o'clock. It was gratifying to reflect that I 
had travelled in the United States upwards of 7000 miles, 

almost a stranger in the country; ,vithout any other pass

port than decent. respect to the inhabitants, which I uni

formly met with in return. And here I cannot but express 

my surprise at the invective and ill-natured remarks that I 
have seen in the writings of some travellers through this 

country. As to their general sweeping conclusions, we 
may pass them over. as the mere effusions of ignorant 

spleen ; but the particular instances of rudeness and un

gracious reception they have met with merit more atten

tion: the records are so many stigmas upon their own con

duct. Strangers may meet with instances of rudeness and 

rough treatment in America-plenty of them; the Ameri

can people ,vill not tamely submit to an insult, neither col

lectively nor individually ; and a traveller will not find it 
to his comfort to proceed by cursing the-waiter for doing 

this, and dmnning the hostler for· not doing that, and threat

ening to send boots to hell, if his leathem · conveniences are 

not so dear as he can see his shadow in them. Some 

people are accustomed to travel in that way at "ome," but 
if they should happen to set out on a tour through Ameri

ca in the same style, they will soon have to record the tro
phies of their own imprudence. -There are no waiters, nor 
hostlers, nor boots here, in the same sense as in Britain ; 
they are all freemen, equal in the eye of the law, and in the 

scale of right. They know their power in the body poli

tic, and will not relinquish it; and a traveller can only ex

pect to be comfortable by adopting a suavity of manners 

calculated to secure the good-will· of all · or as the a1Jostle 
' ' ' 

Paul expresses himself, by " becoming all things to all 
n1en." 
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In this hllmour I left Batavia, on the 3d of November, 
after a pretty heavy rain; the day damp and chilly. I rode 
six miles to Black creek, on which there are falls and 
good mill-seats, two miles below the road. Four miles 
more brought me to Le Roy, situated on Allen's creek. 
I was informed the place had been somewhat sickly, the 
more remarkable, because· it is on high open land; but I 
could perceive the cause in a large mill .. pond, with the stumps 
of trees standing in it. People should, if possible, avoid 
making mill-ponds close by their dwelling houses; or if 
they do, they should, in mercy to themselves, first take out 
all the wood, and leave nothing to rot in the water. There · 
are 7 5 feet falls in this creek, two and a half miles from the 
road. 

I travelled six miles more to M'Donald's tavern, and 
was informed that there was a Scots settlement called Cale
donia, about four miles off the road. Indeed Mr. Ellicott 
had mentioned it to me before. The settlers are much re
spected for their industry, sobriety, and integrity, but are re
puted to be rather dirty. I cannot disguise nor palliate the 
fact-it is so-the Scottish peasantry ate a little dirty. But 
they will mend here, and to accelerate the amendment I nrnst 
request they will read with attention the Cottagers ef Glen
burnie, by their fair countrywoman, Miss Hamilton. 

From hence to Genesee river is nine miles, part of the 
way through large openings, and towards the river is an 
Indian reservation, containing a great deal of excellent bot
tom land. The river is here a considerable stream, but 
very muddy, with vast quantities of decaying vegetable 
matter about its banks, which sufficiently acconnts for the 
sickness on it; but it has a fine descent, and the banks ad= 
mit of being drained, so that the sickness ·will be only tem-

VO:C. II. 2 z 
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porary ; while the fine bottoms on it will insure a large and 
" very rich settlement. There are four large falls upon the 

river. Two of them, 50 miles from the lake, precipitate 
the water 90, and 60, together 150 feet ;-and two, more, 
on the continuation of the ridge from Lewistown, six 
miles from the lake, throw it down 7 5 and 96, together 
171 ;-in all 321 feet. This shows that the configuration 
of the country has undergone a change from the falls of 
Niagara. The table land seems to fall one-half, about 50 

· mil~s from Lake Ontario. 
After crossing the river, by a pretty good bridge, I rose 

by a fine elevated bank to a little village called Avon. I 
was now in Ontario county, ~nd was surprised at the 
degree of cultivation it had undergone. Though all setded 
within 2(} years, it looked like an old country. The hoqses 
were good, and the· fields fertile. But I was, above all, 
delighted with the fine views which appeared every where 
around me. I had long travelled through low land, and 
the country so much covered with wood, that t · had little 
distant prospect; but here the country swells out into large 
ridges, and is sufficiently cleared to see, in some places, to 
a great distance. Night came on, and I hurried to a 
tavern, six miles from the river, where I stopped all night. 

I was informed at the tavern that there was a pretty 
good harbour at the outlet of the Genesee river, to which 
th~re was a good road, distant about 35 miles. The price 
of wheat there was 7 5 cents per bushel, and flour in pro. 
portion. A custom-house is .situated at the outlet of the 
river, and a vessel had lately been seized, having smuggled 
goods on board, to the value of 50,000 dollars. Some 
improved farms on the road have lately been sold as high 
as 40 dollars per. acre. 
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November 4th. Clear and hard frost.-I started before 
sun-rise, and passed through an open country, rather hilly, 
but the soil all arable, five miles to Honeoye creek, a 
pretty little stream, which issues out of a lake of the same 
name a few miles to the south, where there are three more 
lakes, all pretty sheets of water, which add much to the 
beauty of this charming country. I was now in the town
ship of Bloomfield, and passed a handsome little village, 
with an elegant church and spire, exhibiting an -appearance 
very much resembling those in New England, from whence 
the greater number of the settlers here have originated. I 
passed on through a fine swelling, open country, with good 
soil, 6 miles more, to another village, and here I stopped for 
breakfast. 

This is also a very pretty village, adorned with a hand
some church and spire. I was informed that this place 
began to settle about 21 years ago; the original tempo
rary houses have nearly all given way to elegant frame and 
brick houses, and the whole settl~ment indicated wealth, and 
rapid improvement. Land in the neighbourhood is good, 
and sells by the improved farm at 30 dollars an acre. 
From a height above the tavern, I had a fine view, extend
ing to the north and north-east 30 miles. 

From Bloomfield to Canandaigua, the road passes over 
a fine rich country, abounding in splendid views, for 
seven miles. On · entering Canandaigua, · I was really 
surprised at the beauty of the place, and the surrounding 
scenery. The lake to the south, and the scenery around 
it, forms one of the most beautiful landscapes to be seen 
any where ; and to the north, 01,1 the brow of an elevated 
swelling country, stands the village ; which for beauty of 
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situation, and elegance of buildings, is decidedly the hand-· 
somest village I have ever yet seen. , , 

Having a letter of introducti<?n to Mro Seymour of this 
place, a gentleman whom I became acquainted with in 
Scotland 14 years ago, I travelled through a spacious 
street to his house, where I received a hospitable wel
come, and remained two days. 

CANANDAIGUA was laid out from 20to 21 years ago. 
The main street is 130 feet wide, and extends south and 
north a mile- and a half, and there is a centre square, and 
several cross streets; but the pri1).cipal buildings are on 
the main street. The village lots are 22 rods in front by 
66 deep, having outlots of 30 acres annexed to thern; and 
this ground, which was bought 20 years ago for, fro.m one tQ 
two dollars an acre, is now, by the improvements, and pro
gress of settle1nent, worth fr.om 500 to 1000 dollars per 
acre for the village .lots, and from 80 _to 100 for the. out. 
lots. . The ground is rich, and all arable. 

Canandaigua consists of about 120 houses, containing 
about 600 inhabitants. The.re is a handsome brick court
house in the centre square, a jail, and, on the most elevated 
ground of the village, an degant academy, qhibiting at a. 

distance a beautiful appearance. There is·no church, but 
an elegant one, for which funds are pr()vided, is about to 
be built. I have before noticed that the houses are hand
some ; they are mostly of1 wood, ,painted white; b1.1t a 
good many have of late been built of brick, which are 
best calculated for this part of the country. . 

As Canandaigua is in, .the cfntre of a remarkably well 
settled country, it has a very considerable retail trade, and 
supports six; stores, many of which do a. great deal of 
business; antl there are six taverns. A great deal of land 
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business is transacted here, of which my friend Mr. 
Seymour has a large share. 

I have uniformly noticed, throughout my travels, that a 
settlement in a good soil and favourable climate never 
fails to succeed, ,vhether it is near a market or not ; 
whereas a settlement in an unfavourable soil, or unhealthy 
climate, however favourable its situation for commerce, is 
precarious, and subject to great vicissitudes. The balance 
of chances is against it. Numerous instances occur in the 
course of this work to confirm both these positions. A 
very striking one of the former exists in this place. 
Canandaigua is far from a market, yet it flourishes in a 
very eminent degree;· the· people have not foreign com
merce, but, what_ is infinitely more valuable, they have 
elegant fields, and orchards, and flocks, and herds, and 
pure air and fine water, and freedom from the pollution 
and contamination of great commercial cities. This is 
principally an agricultural village; the most of the people 

· have every thing within themselves, and provisions are 
very reasonable : flour five dollars per barrel; beef, mutton, 
and veal three to five cents per pound, and other things in 
proportion. There are good mechanics in the village, in 
the varions branches calculated for the co\mtry, and they 
have good wages. Two tan-yards and two distilleries are 
the principal manufactories ; there is but little done in the 
household way in the village, but a great deal is done in 

the country. 
The inhabitants are mostly from New England, and the 

young ladies, with whom the village abounds, exhibit the 
appearance of the Yankee ladies, in a new and beautiful 
edition, with great improvements. There is really a fine 
society at Canandaigua& Of the learned professors they 
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have an ample supply-indeed I should be inclined to 
think that six doctors, and six lawyers were too many; 

; but it is to , be recollected, that in an agricultural village 
they are not dependant on their professions alone, but can 

have their principal supply from their farms, and use their 
calling principally as a recreation. Some of the country 
lawyers are editors of newspapers, and write remarkably 
well ; and as almost every district, or village, has a paper 
on each side of the great political question, it is in no 
danger of turning stale for want of stirring ; there are two 
newspapers here, one on tach side, and they battle the 
watch most stoutly. 

Though last mentioned, not last in estimation, educa
tion is well attended to, as it is every where, when the 
settlement consists principally of New Englanders~ The· 
academy is endowed with 5000 acres of land, and schools 
are on such a footing that all have access to them. 

The view of the country round Canandaigua, which 
may indeed include the whole county of Ontario, is 
valuable, as it throws light upon the future destinies of 
that. part of America often known by name of the back 
woods, or the wilderness. 

The county of Ontario is about 44 miles long, by 40 
broad, and contains about 1760 square miles of territory, 
from which we may deduct 60 miles for water. Twenty 
years ago this was a wilderness; but the wilderness has 
truly been made to become a fruitful field, and to blos
som like the rose; it i1ow contains 42,026 inhabitants, 
being nearly 25 to the square mile ; and they are rapidly 
encreasing in numbers, in wealth, in agriculture, in manu
factures, and the mechanic arts. There are in the county 
1903 looms, 37 tan-works, ,6 distilleries, 20 fulling mills, 
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and 2·2 carding machines ; besides some glass works and 
potteries ; and I learned that cotton and woollen factories 
were projected near Canandaigua. 

Land, which was bought 20 years ago at l dollar an 
acre may now be sold in some places at 50 dollars ; the 
average price of land, partly cleared, may be about 8 to 25 
dollars, uncleared 4 to 6 dollars ; but in the vicinity of 
villages nearly 10 dollars. Horses 40 to 7 5 dollars, cows 
20, and sheep 2 dollars. 

The vast encrease of wealth in this county may be in
ferred from this circumstance; that Canandaigua, the scite 
of ,vhich 20 years ago would have been reckoned dear at 
2000 dollars, was estimated at the value of 212,485 dollars 
in 1809, and it has greatly increased since: probably the. 
property is now worth 500,000 dollars. 
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CHAP'rER XLII. 

Leave Canandaigua,-A Smoking Scene,-Geneva.· 

ON the afternoon of the 6th November, the weather 
cool and cloudy, I took leave of Mr. Seymour's agreeable 
family, with a view of travelling to Geneva that evening, 
distant 16 miles ; but the road was heavy,· and I was ob
liged to stop at a tavern, six miles short of the village. 

The fire was not lighted in the parlour, and I sat down 
at the fire in the bar-room, and began to write my notes. 
But I did not long enjoy repose in this situation; a man 
came in and lighted his segar, and, turning his backside to 
the fire, he whiffed away, at the end of every two or three 

puffs squirting a mouthful of saliva through the room. He 
was soon joined by a second and a third, when they made 
a little circle round the fire. They all had segars1 and I 
was soon. enveloped in smoke, and obliged to shut my 
papers. Three others came in and joined the party. One 
took a large roll of tobacco out of his pocket, and taking 
an iinmense quid, he rolled it about in his mouth, and 
squirted about the saliva in all directions, without paying 
much regard to who might come in contact with it. Ano
ther pulled a pipe out of his pocket, and the third joined 
the segar-smokers. I never was so annoyed with smoking 
and spitting in my life. I like to see singular scenes occa~ 
sionally, even though they should be rough ones; but this 

.sc~ne of smoking, and c~bewing, and spitting, was too 
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tough.· The smokers were also· nasty ih the highest de
,gree, and seemed to pay no attention to where they spat, 
in the fire, on the beatth, or the floor; the face, the ne~k, 
or the pocket; it was all one .. · I withdrew from the scene, 
and, albeit it was a very cold night, I was fain to sit down 
in the furthest~corner of the room, by a broken window. 
But this did ·not secure me ·against the smokers ; · two of 
them got up and marche.d through the floor, smoking ·and 
spitting, and' I was finally obliged to abandon the scene and 
seek refuge elsewhere. ~y, this time there · was a fire in 
the~supper-parlour, and, soonafter, supper\vas announced. 
After supper, I began to. write up"'my notes, when two of 
the smokers lighted thek segars beside me, and began to 
smoke .and spit· almost tin my face. At last one of them 
perceived me making wry faces, and said,· " I'm ,afraid 
the smoking disturbs you." · · " A little," said I, · my face 
sufficiently indicative of mf feelings.· Onwhic~· they very 
civilly withdrew, and left me in .quiet·possession of a/ good 
dean parlour; the value of which was enhanced by the dirty 
scene I had endurtd. 

I have often . been surprised bow· men should get into 
th~ · habit of using tobacco in ·any shape, but especially in 
the way of chewing and smoking. It is disagreeable to 
the taste, and must require a· painful·. effort· to learn· the use 
of it'; when learned, it has, in most instances, 'a \very per -
nicious effect upon the body. It is a powerful stimulus, 
but its principal effect. is on the glands, the result an imme .. 
diate discharge '.of saliva by the mouth, which nature in
tended for the stomach. The waste must be supplied, 
and most of my.readers.·know·how; ·The.medical part of 
them can tell which · is the more ·benefi~ial to health, the 
stimulus which nature has provided, or that of hilman in .. 
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vention-. grog. '~ God made man upright, b~t they have 
sought out :1pany inventions." 

November 7th. The morning being calm, cool, and 
cloudy, lset forward on my journey a little after day-break, 

'and travelled by an indifferent road, but leacling,through a 
fertile and well-settled country, to Geneva, which I reach~ 
ed to breakfast. The view here is not so commanding a~ 
at Canandaigua, but it .is equally pretty, and the Senaca 
lake _is much more e:xtensi ve than the lake at Canandaigi1a. 
The toad leads right towards the banks of the lake, which 
is handsomely skirted with gardens and inclosures, along 
which the road turns tO\vards an elegant tavern, belonging 
to the Pulteney estate, and kept by a Mr. Powel, q11 Eng
lishman. There I stopped. 

After breakfast I was proceeding to m~e ~ome jnqui
ries of the landlord, and,, among other que~tion~, ~~k~d if 
he knew Mr. Fellows, an Englishman; and the intimate 
friend of some of my acquaintances in New York .. H~ 
told me that he was, in the village, and s~t at the breakfcl~t .. 
table with me. I was rejoiced at .this account, and imme
diately waited on him at the land-office, where I got a gteat 
variety of information. I was urged to stay some time; 
but the season lvas far advanced, and I '1Yas afraid of not 
being in Albany in time to go down the river by the steam
boat. I plead my excuse, and after walking round the 
village, and getting an explanation of .a great number of 
particulars regarding it, I got my horse in order to depart, 
and my friend accompanied me to call upon some Scots~ 
.men in the neighbourhood. The first was a Mr. Scott, 
who has been settled here a considerable number of years, 
and has a fine improving farm, of great value, at the head 
of the lake. From thence we set out, Mr. Scott accom-
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panylng us, to see Mr. Grieve, situated also at the head of 
the lake, not far from Mr. Scott. But I did not get away 
from·· here in such a hurry ; we were obliged to come into 
the house, and make a libation to the honour, of the auld 
lady that sits upon the " craps o' heather." The Scot~ 
tish stories went round ; the time wheeled away ; and 
finally, I was told it was quite too late to think of travelling 
any niore that day; I must take a bed at Mr. Grieve's. I 
liked my company, and was not very difficult to persuade; 
and " please the lord Harry," as squire Western said, 
" we had a night o't." 

Mr. Grieve had some fine peach-brandy, which soon 
brought us all under the influence of the same spirit; "the 
night drave on wi' sangs and clatter" till a late hour, when, 
'' all parties pleased,'' our friends took their leave, appoint
ing to meet in.the morning to breakfast. 

Our morning conversation principally related to . the 
more immediate business for which I undertook the jour= 
ney ; and I got some important additional information 
regarding this part of the country, the substance of which 
I shall condense in a few remarks, and · close this chapter .. 

GENE v A is situated at the west side of the north end 
of Seneca lake, on a level bank, elevated about 20 feet 
above the water. It is regularly laid out in streets and 

\ 

lots, with a square in the centre. The main street is 6 
rods wide, and the lots are three-fourths of an acre, and 
worth, at present, from 200 to 2000 dollars. The out~ 
lots consist of 8 acres. Those that range next the village 
are worth from 30 to 60 dollars per acre. 

The village consists of about 200 houses, containing 
about 1000 inhabitants; and they are fast increasing. The 
markets are nearly the same as at Canandaigua : ·house rent 
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for mechanics is about 50 dollars per ~nnum ; wood 1 dollar 
25 cents per cord, laid down ; flour 2 dollars 50 cents 
per cwt. ; beef, mutton, &c. 3 to 5 cents per lb. ; poul. 
try 6 . cents per lb. ; mechanics' board 2. dollars per week. 

There are 2 tan-works and 3 distilleries; and a brewery 
is erecting, and will soon be in operation. There ·are 3 
hatters, 3 blacksmiths, 3 masons, 12 carpenters, 2 cabinet
makers, 2 watchmakers and silversmiths, and 2 apotheca~ 
ries. Blacksmiths, masons, carpenters, and cabinet-makers. 
are in request, and would meet with good encouragement. 
Wages may be quoted : masons 1 dollar 50 cents per 
day; , · carpenters the same; labourers 1 dollar; smith's 
work is 25 cents per lb. 

The face of the country here is agreeaqly uneven, and 
beautifully diversified. The most prominent object is 
Seneca lake, which is not only ornamental, but highly 
useful ; affording a water conveyance its whole length, 
nearly 50 miles. It joins Crooked lake by a stream, and 
the outlet is by a fine river in the neighbourhood of this 
place. The waters of th~ lake are very deep, and do not 
freeze 

1

in winter, although the cold is sometimes very in
tense. It abounds with fish, such as salmon, trout, &c. 

The soil is various, but a great deal of it is good. The 
timber is beech, maple, oak, hickory, black walnut, &c.; 
and a good deal of hemlock grows along the banks of the 
1~~ . 

The Pulteney estate sells at from 2 to 4 dollars an acre, 
on a credit of from 4 to 7 years, . and interest from the 
date of sale. The settlers are very mixed, consisting of 
Yankees, English, Scottish, and Dutch; and they are 

· generally doing ·well. On one township there is a colony 
of English settlers, who .are thriving remarkably well. 
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They came to the settleme~1t very poor, and are getting 

wealthy; and, thankful for the blessings they enjoy, they 

are good republicans. They have improved in morals 

and intellect since their settlement here, and, as they have 

adopted the manners of the country, they are much rese 
pected by their neighbours. 

Sheep thrive remarkably well. The South Down breed 
· has been introduced with good effect, and, latterly, the 

merino breed, of which colonel Troup, the agent, has sent 

4 rams for the u·se of the settlement. 

The woollen manufacture is general in families, and 
there are several carding and roving inachine1,. A glass
work has been recently erected on the banks of the lake, 
and several cotton and woollen factories are projected. 
The spirit is general for encouraging domestic manufac
tures; and good builders and machine-makers areingreat 

demand. 
The principal ar~icles for sale are wheat and ashes, which 

are carried to Montreal and Albany; and · cattle are carried 
to New York and Philadelphia. The imports are dry

goods, groceries, iron-ware, and crockery. 
I received from Mr. Scott a register of the weather, 

kept by him in the years 1799 and 1800, from which I 
make the following abstract. Geneva is near the centre, 
and may be considered as affording a pretty fair view of 

the climate of the western part of the state of New York. 
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j · f Thermometer. I Weather. . Winds. . · 

I ;. f:: s= g c. ~ w Uli ~i $ z z z l:tl 1JI 

'

, ~ ~ ~ ~ §.. p· ~ . ·1 <'!I .-. ~ · ;.,. · ~ 
t1) ~ • '< • <; <; ~-, • 

l ; !"' • • • 

t----------- ·---------------
i . 1799. I I 
ISeptem.her •• , , , •••• , •. , . • 80° 50° 69. 0 9 5 3 · 3: 613. 4 · 1 
October ,. • • • .. • • • • . • • • .. 61 31 52 1110 3 2' 1 7 9 6 
November ....... , ••••••• 59 28 41 1014 1 4 3 4 7 lI 2 
December • • • • . • . . • • • • • . . 42 6 30 9 9 1 7 3 3 7 8 l.J 4 

1800. . 
January ................. 40 6 }25 1115 4 3 3 610 
February • , •••.• , •••••••. 49 5 26 12 5 10 710 11 
March • , • • • .. • • • • .. .. • .. 44 18 3.5' 910 2 5 9 5 11' l 
April • • • • • . • • • • .. • • .. . .. 74 39 53 9 6 6 1 5 10 6 1 
May • • .. . .. • • • • • • .. .. • • . 75 48 61 10, 4 3 S 6 6 2 
June .. .. • • • • .. .. .. .. • .. • 82 55 71 15/ 1 2 3 ~ 5 5 1 
July •••• , • • . • • . • • • • • • • • . 92 63 '82 1515 1 8 2 4 6 f 

120 84 22 ~3142 28 67 82 23- 4 1 1 

The month of August was not 111serted in the register; 
but it may :be :reckoned nearly the ·saine as fone, or a me
dium between June and Julf. 

The first snow was on the 1st of November. 
The coldest day \vas on the 10th of F ebn1ary, wind 

north, and clear. 
The snow was deepest on the '15th of February, being 

4 feet*. 
It thundered on the t8th :of 'March. 
,Pigeons were seeii upon 'tlie 25th of March. 
Grass appeared ·upon the 4th of Aprit 
Maple-tree leaves appeared on the 19th. 
The warmest· day ,vas on the 10th of July, wind west. 
The prevailing winds are south, south-west, ·west, and 

north-west. 

* It is proper to remark, that the winter of 1799-1800 was the 

coldest, and the snow the deepest, that ever was known in this part 
of the country. 
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The north-west winds are frequent! y accompanied with" 
clouds and rain, and the south and south-west winds are 
frequently clear and dry. The reasons are obvious: the 
great lakes have a tendency to affect the one, while the 
mountains affect the other. 

Easterly winds are very rare. 
Geneva is in latitude 42° 50', being nearly parallel to 

Newburyport, in America, and Cape Finisterre, in Portu .. 
gal. It is exactly in the meridian of Washington city, 
and a little to the eastward of Carlisle, in Pennsyl-vanja, 
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CHAP1"ER · XLIII. 

Leave Geneva,-A,uburn,-Skeneateless,-Onondago,-
Manl:us Square,-Utica. 

I PARTED with my agreeable friends at Geneva at IO 
o'clock. The morning ,vas cool and cloudy, with a strong 
south wind. I passed along from the head of the lake by 
good bottom lands; but the soil soon becomes poor and 
sandy ; and I travelled throµgh some pine woods, the first 
I had seen since I passed the Allegany mountains. I tra
velled a

1 
little way along the side of Seneca river, and 

crossed it by a bridge at the falls, where I observed nu

merous mills; among others, a fulling-mill, and carding
machine. Three miles from thence I passed through 
pretty good land, and thick settlements, to Cayuga lake, 
about a mile broad, and I crossed it by a flat boat with a 
sail. A bridge was erected here, but it broke down about 
three years ago, and the remains of it are still to be seen. 
I learned that another would be erected soon. The lake 
is shallow, and freezes in winter. Cayuga village stands 
in a pretty elevated situation, on the east bank of the lake, 
and contains 20 dvvelling-houses, 2 taverns, and 2 stores. 
'I'here is an inconsiderable trade upon the lake and river, 

in salt upwards, and flour dmvnwards. 
Seneca river, after passing into the lake at the north 

end, re-issues a little to the eastward, and, running a north 

and east course to Cross lake, it receives the waters of 
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Canandaigua lake, Owasco lake, and Skeneateless, besides 
those of smaUer note. F rorn Cross lake it makes a bend 
by the north and east, and receives the waters of Onon
daga lake, when it turns to the north, and forms a junc
tion vvith Oneida river, when the two rivers united, assum
ing- the name oi' Os,vego river, pursues a north-west course 
to Lake Ontario, in its progress passing over a ridge, by 
a fall of 10 feet perpendicular, and from thence it has 
a very rapid current for 12 miles to Lake Ontario. 

· Here I fell in with two travellers going to the eastward, 
with whom I kept company, and, passing on 6 miles, we 
arrived at· Aub11rn, on the Owasco river, where ,ve stopped 
all night. In the course of the day, I passed from 20 to 
30 families moving to the westward. · 

AUBVRN is the seat of justice of Cayuga county. It 
was laid out 10 years ago, q.nd now contains about 100 

houses, and 600 inhabitants. The public buildings are a 
court-house, jq.il, church, and academy, and there are 8 
~tores, 3 taverns, and a _weekly newspaper. There are 
small falls on the river at this place, which afford water , 
for 3 grist-mills, 1, saw-mill, 1 trip-hammer, 1 oil-mill, 4 
carding-machines, and 3 fulling-mills; and there are in 
the· town 3 tanneries, 3 distilleries, 2 hat factories, and 4, 

smith's forges. 
November 9. The· morning was cloudy and agreeable. 

I travelled to Skeneateless, 7 miles, to breakfast. The 
road very muddy; the soil black loam and clay ; the face 

of the country uneven but not hilly; and the grounds 
pretty. well cleared of timber, except the roots, which 
stood up all along the road, so many witnesses that this 
is a new country. I passed a number of waggons mov= 
ing to the westward, and saw some travellers walking 

VOL, IT ... ' .'3 B 
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on foot eastward, one of whom told me he ,vas from 
Grand river, on Lake Erie, and was going _to Connecti
cut, which journey, 600 miles, he expected to perform in 
20 days. 

SrrnNEATELESS is a beautiful little place, situated at 
the outlet of the lake of the same name. . It was· laid out 
about 15 years ago, and ·contains about 60 houses, and 
35C, infaabitants. The village lots are 30 feet by 60, and 
are worth about 200 doll~s ; and the out-lots sell for about 
500 dollars an acre. There is a congregational church, 
.·with a handsome spire, situated upon the top of the hill; 
and there are in the village 4 stores and2 taverns. The prin .... 
cipal occupations ar~ 2 carpenters, 2 masons, 2 blacksmiths, 
1 watchmaker, 2 cabinet-makers, 1 taylor, l hatter, 1 
tann_er, 1 shoemaker, 2 coopers, 1 painter, 1 dyer; 2 doc
tors, 4 lawyers, 1 clergyman, and 2 schoolmasters, who 
teach at 2 dollars per quarter. There are falls on the river, 
which issues from the lake, and the water turns .2 fulling
mills, a grist-mill, and a saw-mill; and a brick-yard and 
2 distilleries are in the neighbourhood. A great quantity 
of woollen cloth is manufactured here, and manufactories 
generally ar~ increasing. The situation is healthy, and the 
view along the lake is beautiful. 

After breakfast I passed the outlet by a woodeu bridge, 
immediately below ,vhich are the mills and mill-dam. I 
observed a boy fishing, and saw several very pretty trout 
lying on the bridge. I inquired how long he had been in 
catching them; he answered about five minutes. Just as 
he spoke he pulled up a large salmon-trout, and I stopped 
about four minutes, during which he caught three .or. four 
more. It was the finest fishing I ever saw; and the trout 
were beautiful. 
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From· hence I passed over six miles, the soil nearly as 

before described, and the country uneven ; and three miles 

further on I passed a fine stream running to the north ward 
in a hollow, on which is a handsome settlement of 30 houses, 
with a grist-mill, saw-mill, and fulling-mill. To the east 
of this there is· a large clearing, and a congregational church, 
but it looks humble for want of a spire. The country now 
becomes more hilly, and affords many fine views, the great
est extent being to the northward~ The road was very 
muddy, and composed of a stiff red clay; the soil was gene
rally good, a black mould being above the clay; and the 
timber consisted of every variety ; in most places beech was 
predominant. 

Eight miles brought me I to Onondaga court-house, a 
small place consisting of 23 houses, 3 stores, and 2 taverns; 
and a mile beyond this, in a deep valley, called Onondaga 
Hollow, stands a very handsome village, consisting of 40 
dwelling houses, having an elegant brick church with a . 
spire. A creek of clear water runs through the hollow to 
the north, and drives many mills ; and in front of the road, 
on the brmv of a hill, is a handsome state-arsenal, built of 
hewn stone. The view here reminded me of some of the 
scenery in the state of Ohio*. 

* To the north of this about five or six miles, are the cele11fated 

Onondaga salt-works ; as I did not turn out of my way to view 

them, I shall transcribe an account of them from Schultz's Travels. 

" The town of Salina is situated on a bank fifty feet above the creek 

and marsh in front, and contains about fifty houses, some of which 

make a re.spectable appearance. The·· country immediately around 

the town appears to be a stiff barren clay ; and wood, from the vast 

consumption of the furnaces, has already become scarce .. The whole 

tirade of this village arises from the manufacture of salt ; nor do I be

lieve there .is a single individual in the town who is not concerned in 
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The road, immediately after passing this hollow, wi11ds up 
the hill to a considerable height. The bottom of it is im. 

the trade. The salt-springs are found on the:,margin of an extensive 

marsh, not unlike, in app,earance, to the salt marshes· of Hoboken, 

The furnaces are generally placed a little way up the bank, and the 

works are supplied by hand and horse pmnps. At present they 

have about 800 kettles at this place, and at Liverpool [two miles 

north J 144,; all these are kept in constant operation, both day 

and night, and produce about t,vo thousand four hunclr~d bushels per 

day. From, the inexhaustible nature of these springs, and the increas

ing population and consequent.demand for salt, there can be no doubt 

but that Salina will become the largest inland town in the state. 

" To the, eye the Orionclago salt appears equal tb that from Turks 

Island; yet, althoug·h it is as clear ;~nd white as the latter, it is found\ 

to be from four to fi ~'e pounds lighter in the bushel. No other salt, 

11owever, is used in this country,ancl a great part of the states of Penn

sylvania, Virginia, Ohio, and ?dicbigan Territory, as, likewise, the 

whole of Upper, and a considerable part. of Lower Canada, are wholly 

supplied from these works. 

" I examined the several spring·s used in manufacturing this nes 

cessary article of life ; and, though there was a considerable variatioil 

in their deg-rees of strength, yet I found them all nearly three times 

as strong as sea -water. I, like,vise found a most excellent spring· of 

fresh water in the same, place, and within two rods of a very strong

salt-spring. I noticed, however, that this issued from the surface of 

a stratum of cLy, ,vhich lay about six inches higher than those that 

were salt. I have just remarl5-ed that there is a considerable diff,er

ence in the relative strenE·th of the ,1-:.ters of these springs; and I 

have been informed by the manufacturers, that some will require but 

!1inety, ,vl:ik'. c,:'.;ers take one hundred and twenty gallons of water to 

produce one bushel of salt. You will also rc?dily perceive that the 

quality ,of tl,1e w;:,..tcr must be very materi<l!Iy affected by eYery change 

ohhe weather, anclj consequently, stronger in a dry than in a wet season, 

" The price of salt at the works is incredibly low, being no more 

than f1".:_1m 25 to S 1 ccuts pe~' bushel of 5 6 'lbs., or 2 dollars 25 cents 

a barrel containing 5 bushels, including the price of the ban~el and, 
inspection fees. 
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proved, bu~_,the soil is inferior, and we sa,v a good deal of 
pine wood .. , In my progress I saw Onond,ago lake, and 

arriving at Manlius .square, 10 miles from OnoRdago·Hol-
low, at dark,, I stopp~d alt night. · 

Manlius Square • has been settled about 12 years, and 
now contains about /60 dwelling houses, 3 tavems, and 6 

stores; 2 grist-mills, an oil-mill; a fulling-mill, a carding 
machine, and a dye-house; 2 tah-yards, and 2 hat-factories. 
The lots are .a. quarter of an acre each, and are wort~ from 
25.0 to 500 dollars ; · improved land in . the neighbourhood 
sells for from 10 to 30 dollars per acre.~ Manufactures are 

progressing in- the town -and neighbourhood. Two com
panies have bee11 formed fori .. carrying on.- glass and iron

works, and a vast quantity of ~oollen 1cloth is made through 
the com1try. 

November 10. l found.there had.been a good de~ of 
rain during the night, and it rained a little this morning ; 
the wind. was. from the north-west, and the weather cool, 

l travelled . over. a pretty elevated, hilly country?. si~ · miles,, 
to Canaseraga Hollow, to breakfast. The 

1

road was very 
bad, but the fatigue' of travelling i was. in 1ilrt co1npeiisated 
by the view, whi~h ,vas_ beautiful, and extended at one 
place across Oneida lake. 

T,he ,road was undergoing, repair at this place, the ,york 
being superintended by ..fudge Yoztng, a gentleman ~who 
settled Youngstown, in the state of Ohio. I met with the 
judge at the tavern, and receiYed a good deal of informa-. 
tion from hirri. 

A mile and ~. half from where I breakfasted I. passed 
through Ganaserago, a handsome village, consisting of 
about 20 frame housfis painted white. At 3 o'cloc~ I' 
passed Oneida creek, on which there is, a considerable set .. 
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tlement of Indiai1s. The· land here is sandy and level, and 

covered with pine woods; but the country round is hilly, 
and the soil good. T'he road passes a little village called 

V emon, and proceeds through a thickly-settled country, 

with good lands, and plenty of taverns by the \v~y. To

wards evening, I came to a sign-post pointing to the left, 
on which was painted in large characters, (J:r To Utica 16 

· 1niles. , I turned aside according to the direction given, but 
l soon found the road-nearly impassable, and tumed back 

to make inquiry. When I regained the turnpike, a travel. 

ler came forward· and told me to keep the straig11t road

the sign-post was an imposition, and merited no attention. 

It was a decoy to induce travellers to take a very bad road 
that led three or four miles round, in order that some ta

vern-keepers might _make a little money by them. "0 mo

ney," exclaimed I, " the love of thee is the root of all 
evil. In this case thou hast almost extorted the maledic

tion recorded in the bible, ' cursed is he that turneth the 
traveller out of his way." I kept company with this new 
acquaintance, and we travelled five miies to Laird's tavern4 

where we stopped for. the night, 11 miles from Utica. 

November 11. Being anxious to get to Utica early, I 
set out at day-light, and the discreet traveller, whom I fell 

· i11 with last night, kept me company. VVe travelled through 

a pre,tty hilly country, and good hard road, with improved 

farms on each side, seven miles, to Hartford, situated on 

a little stream that falls into the Mohawk, and is rapidly 

advancing in manufactures. Some cotton-works had been 
recently erected. \iV e stopped here while I got a shoe put 

011 my horse, and I observed in the smith's forge, a pair of 

bellows on a ne-w construction, for which a patent had been, 

obtained. The principle ,vas precisely the same as the 
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common bellows, but the application is an evident improve~ 
ment. The air is collected in a circular wooden cylindet, 

.. having moveable pistons above and below, fixed to the cy.., 
linder with leather, so as to allow them motion, and at the 
same time keep the interior of the ve~sel air tight. The 
air has ingress below by a valve, and has egress from the 
side of the cylinder by a tube leading to the forge. The 
advantages over the common bellows are, durability, com~· 
pactness, and cheapness. 

The road and country continue nearly the same as al. 
ready described, 4, miles, to Utica. In our progress,, my 
fellow-traveller told me he was settled in New Connecticut, 
to which he had emigrated ~~om Lower Canada, not far 
from the American line on· New Hampshire. He was 
highly pleased with the change he had made. , His chief 
objection to Canada was the long, severe winters, the 
haughtiness of the soldiery, and the encouragement of spies 
and informers, by which means the best citizens were lia. 
ble to become a prey to the worst. He affirmed that the 
people in that district were universally dissatisfied, and a 
war with the United States would be the signal for revolt, 
if it was seen that the United States had <;111 army sufficiently 
powerful to support them. 

As we approached towards Utica, I was quite surprised 
with the appearance of the country ; the houses were so 
thick, that it was for a considerable way like. a continued 
village. Many of the buildings were elegant, with fine, 
e)rchards attached to them, and the plots of ground adjoin-

,ing were fertile and elegantly cultivated; while the lands 
at a little distance formed a singular contrast. They ,vere 
bare of trees to a considerable distance, but the stumps 
wrre profusely scattered over the surface, a sure indica-
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tion that the country had not long been the habitation of 
man. This is, indeed, a new country, but society has 
made mdst rapid progress ; the more so, of course, that it 
is immediately contiguous to the old; and Utica, which 
we reached at 9 o'clock, may be termed the key to the 
western country. 



NEW YORK. 385 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

Utica,-Remarks on1 the Grand Canal,-Foreign and In-
ternal Commerce and Manufactures: 

IN my progress through the western parts of the state of 
~ew York, the grand canal had frequently become the 
topic of conversation, but it did not appear to have excited 
that interest there, that might have been expected from a 
work of such magnitude. It had been differently viewed 
at Utica. 

The grand canal, it was presumed, would recruit the 
drooping commerce of the city ; re-animate the spirit for 
buildirig; restore confidence in the future greatness of 
the place; and improve the price of lots.' My individual 
opinion of the canal was by this time formed, and, when I 
frankly stated it, I was often mortified to find that it was 
very uncongenial to the fond anticipations of my friends. 
I always make it a rule, however, to be candid, and to 
speak what I think~ I have not yet learned the . happy 
facility of '' booing to the great mon," and I am now too 
old to learn. A candid opinion, founded upon examina
tion, though it should be even incorrect, is of more ser~ 
vice to the cam;ie of truth than a complaisant acquiescence 
without any examination at all; and every person who 
states his opinion candidly and discreetly, will receive the 
approbation of the wise and the good ~ the rest are not 
worth caring for. My candid opinion then was, that there 

VOL. II. 3 C 
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would probably be no grand canal (the reasons I shall 
give hereafter) ; and that the people of Utica would deceive 
themselves, if they looked for relief to their drooping com. 
merce from that quarter. But I saw that Utica was pro. 
bably destined to be re-animated in another way. I think 
it will become one of the greatest manufacturing districts 
in the United States; and in that vitw I proceed to con. 

sider it. 
It may be proper first to glance at Utica as regards fo. 

reign commerce. By looking at the map, it will be seen 
that Utica is on the Mohawk river, near the head of :navi
gation, 100 miles from Albany. The mountainous dis
.trict commences here, and continues t<:> within 60 miles. of 
New York, and to the north and west is a fine champaign 
country, which, since it began to settle, has proceeded 
with a rapidity of improvement, that has no parallel on 
earth, except in the state of Ohio. While this ·western 
COl~ntry was in its infancy, the first employment of the set
tlers was to clear the ground, and raise a little grain and 
pork for sale ; and, with the proceeds, provide various 
supplies for their families. Having no other market, ex:.. 

cept the low :country, and no resources within themselves, 
this trade centred first at Albany, and was very beneficial 
to it., About 23 years ago,. a settlement· was commenced 
at Utica, in which the stores vvere well supplied with dry
goods and groceries, and with cash to purchase produce. 
It was found to be a saving to the farmers to trade here, 
in place of going to Albany, and a, considerable portion of 
the trade according I y rested at Utica. The western coun
try progressed, the trade flourished in proportion, new 
stores ,vere establ~s,hed, the town encreased, elegant houses 
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were built, lots rose in value ; and the last branch was 
much accelerated by the avidity of speculation. 

This state of things continued until about the years 
1807-8, when circumstances began to change. As the 
people to the westward became numerous and wealthy, 
they began to establish towns in the interior, and these be
came so many little emporiums for supplying the inhabi
tants with necessaries and receiving their produce. In ad
·dition to this, the current of the market began to change 
altogether ; the lakes and the St. Lawrence were found to be 
a better and more convenient market for the northern and 
western parts of the state, than the Mohawk and Hudson; 
and Montreal engrossed a· large share of. the· commerce 
heretofore enjoyed by New York, Albany, and Utica. 
And, to crown the whole, British credit was so cheap in 
New York, that New York credit partook of it, and goods 
were brought into the market, in all directions, through the 
country, often on a credit of from 6 to 18 months. The 
business was overdone; many of the country· dealers were 
ruined ; the town-merchapts lost a great deal of money; 
and the whole country suffered by the reaction. The sin
gle circumstance of 3300 debtors advertizing for the be
nefit of the insolvent law, is a commentary upon the sub= 
ject, to which I have not a word to add ; and I now pro
eeed to enforce an opinion already promulgated in this 
work. 

THE FO:REIGN TRADE IS GONE, NEVER TO BE RE~ 

C.ALLEb TO ITS FORMER ST A TE. A new era has com~ 
menced in the United States. Britain is destined to be no 
longer the manufacturer for America; the seeds of manu~ 
factures are sown throughout the country, never to be 
woted out; and, so far from the interior being dependent 
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upon the cities as heretofore, the cities will, in all proba
bility, become dependent upon it. A friend of mine, 
'lately, in adverting to this subject, well expressed it: 

" The cities have had their day, and now for the cou11try." 
l am of the same opinion ; and though I am ~ell aware 
that it i!> by no means gratifying to many who live in the 
cities, yet I consider it a solemn duty to state it. Those 
who avail themselves of the advantages to be derived from 
the new order of things, will in my opinion do well; while 
those who continue to hang by a precarious foreign trade, 
or depend on its reanimation, will, I fear, find themselves 

disappointed~ 
But the citizens of Utica have already begun to avail 

themselves of the advantages to be derived from the new 
order of things ; and a good deal of the surplus capital of 

.Albany, and New York, has also been invested in manu 0 

factures, in and about this place; for which they are 
a.lready getting in some cases a handsome return; perhaps 
not. so great as that to be sometimes derived from a foreign 
voyage, but much more certa.i~1, and with very little 'risk 
of losing th~ capital; while " orders in council," a,nd 
"blo~kading decrees," with other vexatious restrictions of 
trade on the high seas, are so far from being injurious, that 
they are absolutely advantageous. 

There a,re in Oneida county three glass-works in opera

tion; one of crown glass, one of cylinder glass, and one 
for gla~s bottles. Four paper-mills have , been recently 
erected within eight miles of Utica. One cotton-factory 
is in operation, and three or four are erecting, be~ 
sides several woollen factories, and there are considerable 

bleach-fields arid dye-works. Iron.,works and forges are 
numerous, and there are in the county 20 tan-works, 
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several hat.factories, 24 fulling-mills, and lQ, carding
machines. 

There are three branches that are likely to flourish _in 
an eminent degree : glass, woollens, and cotton; and they 
will all be of great importance to Utica. For glass the 
materials are all on the spot. Sheep, both of the common 
and merino breeds, are encreasing in all directions, and 
cotton can be brought from New York by a water con
veyance, except a short portage of 15 miles from Albany 
to Skenectady. The cotton trade will, I think, flourish 
beyond every other here. It is now so simplified, and 
machinery is applied to it with such effect, that little 
labour is required ; and the labourers daily· arriving from. 
Europe, at New York, can be transported here in a few 
days, at a small expence. The raw material can always be 
had nearly one-half lower than in Europe, and such is the 
cheapness of living, and so plenty the hands, that labour 
will not be a great deal dearer. The trade with the bac.k 
country is secure to a very large extent, and provisions · 
must be for ever cheap at Utica. 

Utica is the capital of Oneida county, and consists at 
present of about 460 houses, containing 2000 inhabitants .. 
It began to settle about 23 years ago, as already mentioned, 
but it has been principally built since the year 1796, and 
two-thirds of it since 1800. The buildings are mostly 
of wood, painted white, but a good many have lately been 
built of brick, and some few of stone. The public build
~ngs are four places for public worship, two of them 
elegant, an academy, clerk's office, &c.; and there are six 
taverns, 15 stores, and 2 breweries. 

There are three printing-offices; viz. one for books, and 
two for ne\vspapers, one hook?:,tore, one bindery, t·wo 
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morocco manufactories, and one manufactoty of musical 
instruments; three masons, a number of brick-makers and 
carpenters, four cabinet and chair-makers, two coopers, 
seven smiths and nailors, two tin-smiths, one copper
smith, four silver-smiths and watch-makers, three tan~ 
ners and curriers, three saddlers, three shoemakers, one 
furrier, six butchers, two bakers, three hatters, four taylors, 
four painters, and four druggists. 

The village lots w-e from 50 to 60 feet front, and 100 to 
130 feet deep, and sell for from 200 to 1000 dollars. The 
out-lots contain 12 acres, and 5000 dollars is asked for them. 

House rent for mechanics is about 60 to 100 dollars, 
wood 1. dollar 25 cents per cord, flour 8 dollars per barre1; 
potatoes 25 cents per bushel, turnips 31 cents, cabbages 4 
cents each, beans 62 cents per bushel, onions 75 cents, 
beef, mutton, and veal five cents per lb., venison 4 cents, 
fowls 9 cents each, ducks 25 cents, geese 50 cents, turkeys 
62 cents, butter 12i cents per lb., cheese 7 cents, hog's 
lard 6 cents, beer 5 dollars per barrel, whisky 45 cents 
per gallon, boarding 2 dollars 50 cents per week. 

The government of the village is vested in a board of 
five trustees, chosen annually by the inhabitants. There 
are five schools, at which are taught all the various bran
ches of education, which is pretty well attended to ; and 
there is a,very good seminary for young ladies. The ex~ 
pence of tuition is about from two to four dollars per 
quarter. 

The commerce of Utica consists of dry goods, groceries, 
crockery, hard "vare, and cotton, imported; and of grain, 
flour, provisions, ashes, &c. exported. The chief part of 
the commerce is with New York, but it is said a consider~. 
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a~le smuggling trade has of late .been carried on with 
(;anada.: 

Wheat is 1 ·2,ollar 12 cents .per· bushel, com 44 cents, 
barley .75 -cents, 3:~hes nomin~l, cotton 21 cents, horses 50 
to 100 dollars, cows 15. to 22, dollars, sheep 2 to 2 dollars 
SO cents~-

Lands. on the "turnpike,, in the .~eighbourhood, sell for 
from 50 to 100 dollars ; · further off 46 to 50 ; but the 
lands in both ~.illage. and country. have greatly depreciated 
in the m~mey value. 

'fhe view . of . the. cou~1try round. ha.s . been already noti .. 
ced ; . the whole is l?,ealthy, but the winters are cold and 
severe: 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

General temarks,-View of the northern pans of New 

Y~rk,-Sacket' s harbour,-Lake Ontario,-Adjacent 

country ,-Internal Navigation. 

THE reader will perceive, that since l entered upon the 

western country, at the top of the Allegany mountains 

(Vol. II. page 41 ), I have travelled over upwards of 1700 

miles, making observations all the way,. with every degree 

of minuteness in my power, and I have endeavoured, as 

concisely as I could, to give a general view of that very 

important and extensive region. Besidts the information 

which I personally procured, I have frequently availed 

myself of authentic informa~ion from others. Having re

ceived a communication from l\!Ir. Sacket, of Jamaica, 

Long Island, relative to the northern parts of this state, I 

shall here avail myself of the valuable information it con:

tains, in taking a brief view of that part of the country. 

In the year 1799 Mr. Sacket made a tour through the 

northern parts of the state, then an entire wilderness, to 

the .banks of Lake Ontario, and next year he made a pur

chase of 700 acres of land on the banks of the lake, at a 

public sale in New York, for 156 dollars 25 cents. In 
·the fall of 1800 he took a journey to the land, in company 

with several men whom he had engaged to cut down the 

timber, and remained about two months without shelter? 

exposed to rain, cold, and hunger. The ensuing spring 
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they went there again to burn the timber cut down the 
preceding fall, to plant some grain, and to erect a saw
mill. In that year ( 1801) three families went to reside on 
the place, and there were no other settlers in all the country, 
except one family 10 miles distant, one 14 miles distant, 
and some few farther off, at the distance of 40 or 50 miles. 

Previous to this period a great degree of prejudice ex
isted against the lake shore ; it was 'reputed subject to 
fevers, and otherwise unhealthy, and Mr. Sacket's new 
settlement excited a good deal of curiosity in the minds 
of that most enterprising people, the New Englanders, 
who were traversing the country in all directions in quest 
of new lands. The :first fall Mr. Sack et had from 10 to 
SO ·of these people, almost every night, to partake of his 
fare, and lodgings ·on the ground. The next spring they 
renewed their visits, m~d finding Mr. Sacket making suc
cessful progress with his infant settlement, they threw 
aside their fears, and rapidly bought up the surrounding 
QOUntry, and moved on it with their families. 

The ensuing winter Mr. Sacket describes as the most 
dreary he ever experienced; the sun or compass directed 
their travels through the woods ; there were no roads, no 
travellers, no news, and they were cut off from all com
munication with society, except a few Indians, whose con
fidence Mr. Sack et was so fortunate as to secure, and they 
were very serviceable in bri.tiging venison, fish, wild fowl, 
cranberries, &c. They were an inoffensive, friendly, and 
obliging people; but they would frequently indulge them~ 
selves in a drunken frolic under circumstances truly singu
lar, indicative of a mixture of folly and good sense. They 
would deposit in Mr. Sacket's hands all their guns, 
knives, tomahawks, trinkets, &c., and then the men would 

VOL. II, 3 D 
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get into the highest state of intoxication, and so continue 
for two days, ,vhile the women would remain perfectly 
sober. . As soon as they had finished their frolic, the la
dies would set to it in their turn, and continue for a like 
time in the most brutal state of intoxication, during which 
the men would never taste liquor. _ Sometimes a party of 
men or women would come alone, in ·which case, if they 
had a mind for a frolic, they would take it by turns, one 
half remaining sober while the other was drunk. 

Mr. Sacket completely succeeded with his settlement, 
and it now contains one of the handsomest villages on the 
lake,· called Sacket' s Harbour, on account of being situat
ed on a pretty little harbour, by far the best on the lake. 

The village is sitirntecl at the east end of Lake Ontario, 
about 16 miles from the river St. Lawrence, and consists 
of a number of large and elegant modern-built houses 
and out-houses, generally superior ·to what they are in the 
old villages. The village was originally laid out in half 
acre lots, but many of them are subdivided; and such has 
been the rapidity of the settlement, that these lots are now 
selling for from 250 to 1200 dollars; and one of them, 
which was given in a present to one of the first settlers, to 
induce him to go into the wilderness, was lately sold at 
1450 dollars. Mr. Sacket has realized from it, in all, 
about 25,000 dollars, and has considerable property yet 
remaining unsold. 

The harbour· is formed by a peninsula of limestone rock, 
in many places not more than one rod wide, which perfectly 
shelters a sheet of water containing abo11t 10 acres. The 
land fronting the harbour is elevated about 30 feet, and on 
each side of the harbour the banks are of limestone, about 
20 or 30 feet perpendicular, which, from the water, resem-
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'bles the walls of an ancient fortification.· From the village 
there is one of the most variegated, extensive, and beauti
ful prospects any where to be seen: the lake, distant isl
ands, main land, and outlets of rivers, are all beautiful, and 
the scene is continually enlivened with vessels and boats; 
while the wharfs, warehouses, and stores exhibit an appeare 
ance very much resembling a sea-port on the Atlantic. 

This has for several years been established a port of en
try, and it is in contemplation to establish a navy-yard, ar
senal, and fortification for protecting the trade 011 the lake. 
There is a ferry between it and Kingstown, in Canada, 
distant 36 miles, with which place there is a great inter
course ; and as soon as packet-boats arc established on the 
lake, this will be the best place from whence to embark to 
visit the falls of Niagara, distant about 200 miles. 

The trade at this place has been increasing every year 
since its first settlement. There are now upwards of forty 
vessels on the lake, and the quantity of wheat, flour, beef, 
pork, ashes, and lumber that is annually exported to Mon
treal would almost exceed belief. But the fair trader is 
very much annoyed by smuggling, which is a great and a 
growing evil. The· great extent of custom-house districts 
on the line between the states and Canada, and the w,mt of 
small craft, properly manned, to assist the officers of the cus
toms in the discharge of their duty, gives a facility to a 
violation of the laws which the officers are wholly unable to 
prevent ; and the practice of smuggling is becoming so haG 
bitual, that it will probably give much trouble to the gene
ral government to prevent it, and it may in fact be produc~ 
tive of confusion and bloodshed. 

The district of country now composing the counties of 
Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence, which in the year 1800 
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was an entire. wilderness, containing only a few scattering 
families, now contains a most respectable settlement of 
29,471 souls, enjoying all the comforts and conveniencies 
of life, having villages, court-houses, jails, post-offices, ta. 
verns, stores, academies, schools, churches, turnpike roads, 
bridges, breweries, distilleries, mills, carding machines ; 
'and supporting farmers, mechanics, and manufacturers; 
with lawyers, doctors, and divines in abundance. Within 
13 miles of Sacket's Harbour are no less than five consi. 
derable villages, viz. Brownsville, Williamstown, Water. 
town, Bun's Mills, and Sandy Creek ; and in all these vii-

, lages, as. well as Sacket's Harbour, there are elegant build
ings. In these three counties there are 3 7 tan-works, 17 
fulling-mills, and 11 carding machines; and the quantity 
of cloth manufactured last year exceeds 300,000 yards. 
The lands are generally good, the timber being chiefly elm, 
oak, maple, hickory, pine, cedar, and hemlock. The woods 

' are generally open, having little brushwood. Produce is 
plenty, and provisions are very cheap ; beef, mutton, and 
veal about 4 cents per lb., venison 2! to 3, and other 
kinds in proportion. Flour, grain, and vegetables are 
equally plenty and cheap. The woods furnish a great 
variety of wild game, particularly deer, partridges, and 
pigeons ; and the waters are equally prolific of fish, of 
which there is a great variety, ~onsisting of s·almon, sal
mon-trout, trout, Oswego, white, and rock bass, pike from 
.2 to 50 lbs. weight, and a great variety of others. There 
are plenty of wild geese on the lake, and a great variety of 
ducks and other fowl, which by feeding on the wild rice 
lose their fishy taste, and are highly esteemed. In the 

,voods there are some wolves and bears, but. they avoid 
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men when in their power? the latter are often found cross
ing rivers and bays*. 

A great emulation and activity pervades all classes of 
the settlers in ornamenting their villages, and improving 
their fanns, roads, &c. which must ultimately make this 
one of the finest and most agreeable parts of the state.' And 
when we reflect on what has already been done, the mind 
is inevitably hurried forward to contemplate the progress of 
society along this amazing chain of lakes and rivers ; and 
we see, by anticipation, cultivated fields and orchards, 
thriving manufactories, with a succession of cities, towns, 
and villages, abounding in arts, sciences, and all the em
bellishments of civil life. 

The navigation of the Mohawk river, and a water com
munication from Albany to the great lakes, are objects which 
are calculated to excite particular interest at this place. 

* The following singular occurence took place on the lake not 

long ago. 
A farme1~ who lived on the lake shore, observing a bear crossing a 

bay, was anxious to kill him. He ran to his skiff, and without re
flecting that he had no weapon but his paddle, worked his way to the 
bear, who immediately sprung into the skiff, and, to the great terror 
of the farmer, very deliberately sat down on the bow in front of himo 
The farmer, after some reflection, determined to carry him back, and 
attempted to turn the boat; but the bear made au advance to prevent 
him, and the boat, impelled by the wind, having; g·ained its first posi, .. 

tion, the bear again very quietly took. his seat on the bow. The far
mer made a second and a third attempt, with always the same result; 
and perceiving that when the boat went the way the bear was swim

ming he was quiet, he very prudently determined to reach the land 

in that direction. He according.Iy rowe<l on, and when he was within 

a few feet of the shore, the black Jzassenger leaped out, to its great' 

satisfaction ; equalled, or probably surpassed by that of its fe1-rymart, 

the farmer. 
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The Hudson river is a noble stream, having tide watet to 
Troy, six miles above Albany, to which large vessels can 

freely navigate. The Mohawk river forms a junction with 
the Hudson at Waterford, a few miles :above Troy. From 
the mouth of the river there are rapids, extending about a 
mile and a half, to the Cohoes falls, a perpendicular descent 
of about 70 feet, and the rapids below are about as much 
more. From this to Schenectady is about 12 miles. An 
excellent turnpike road has been made between Albany and 
Schenectady ; and from thence to Utica the Mohawk is na
vigable with boats, which are propelled upwards; at the rate 
of 18 or 20 miles a day. The distance between Schenec
tady and Utica by water is 104 miles. The navigation is 
continued beyond Utica 16 miles to Rome, where, by means 
of a canal one mile long, the boats are carried through vV ood 
creek 24 miles, Oneida lake 30 miles, Oneida river 20 miles, 
and Oswego river 6 miles, where there is a fall of 10 feet, 
and a portage of two miles. The navigation is then conti~ 
nued 12 miles to Oswego on lake Ontario. The whole 
distance from Albany is 228 miles, from New York 388. 
· The navigation of these rivers was at first in a very imu 
perfect state, but the legislature of the state of New York,. 
considering the importance of an inland navigation from 
the Atlantic to the great lakes, incorporated a company, un
der the title of the lfTestern Inland Lock Navigation Com
pany. This company has expended a great deal of money, 
and done as much as their funds would permit, to com
plete this impmiant navigation~ But it is still defective, 
and their tolls are so very high on the lines of canal, that 
the utility of the navigation is considerably impaired. '1Vith
in. these two years, therefore,. the subject has excited fresh 
interest ; and the legishiture, by a joint resolution of both 
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houses, in March, 1810, appointed commissionert, "to ex
amine the navigation; to consider what furthe.r improve
ments ought to be made, and to report." 

The commissiontrs having caused various surveys to be· 
made, and examined the subject with ~s much attention as 

time and circumstances would permit, -reported,. "that by 
the aid of canals, a good~navigation for boats can unquestion
ably be made from Schenectady to the falls, on the Oswego 
river, .12 )miles ~outh of lake Ontario ; from· Schenectady 
to ;the Hudson, and from the falls just 'mentioned, to lake 

Ontario ; " but they . stated their. conviction, that it was 

more desirable to extend the ~avigation directfrom Rome, 
at the head of Wood creek, . to lake Erie . 

. From this.report, and a map of the western parts ofthe 
state, engraved to illustrate the subject, it appears that the 
line of canal from lake Erie to Rome, is intended to join 
the lake at·Black Rock, and extend along the Niagara river 
to the mouth of Tonewanta creek, 10 miles, thence along 
~hat creek about 10 miles, thenGe due ·north -about 10 
miles, to the top of the Ledge, 8 miles . from lake Ontario. 
Then along that ledge, 55 miles, to Genesee river, cross
ing it above the falls, 6 miles from the said lake ; and 
thence along the country, crossi_ng Seneca river, 18 miles 
frQm the lake, and passing close by Salina, and the south"' 
east corner of Oneida lake ; the whole distance between 
Genesee river and Rome, b~ing about llO miles. The 
commissioners, to make the navigation perfect, proposed 
to run the canal all the way to Albany. They declined de .. 
termini11g whether it should be for sloops or for boats 
only ; but they concluded that a very complete national 
work might be executed for five millions of dollars, which 
they consider a sum not above one twentieth part of the 
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value of the commodities, that will be· transported on the 
canal in less than a century. 

It is to be presumed that the enlightened legislature.of 
· a state so powerful as New York will not lose sight of the 
subject, and I think it extremely probable, that a good boat. 
navigation will be completed betwixt the Hudson and the 
lakes. I do not think it probable that a·passage for larger 
craft will be attempted, for the present, and I presume that 
the plan will ultimately be to perfect the navigation by the 
Mohawk, vVood creek, and Oneida lake, to lake Ontario. 

This, however, I state merely as my private opinion, 
and with all due deference to the commissioners and others 
interested, whom I consider the only competent judges. 
The state will, no doubt, act wisely and judiciously, and 
the plan that appears best, under all circumstances, will 
of course be adopted. Should it be the line direct to lake 
Erie, every friend to the internal prosperity of the country 
must wish them success in the execution of such an ardu
ous undertaking. In the mean time, I may glance at a 
few reasons, why I think they will probably ultimately fix 
on the line by the Mohawk, &c., to lake Ontario. · 

First. To run a line of canal, 300 miles in length, is a 
work of such magnitude, that it can only be executed and 
supported by a very thick population. The labour and 
expence of completing it, would be an exceeding great 
burden upon the present generation, and they would re. 
ceive no return; for though begun now, the man is not 
alive that would see it completed*. To confer a benefit 

* Let those who doubt this, turn to the history of canals in gene~ 
ral. An individual instance mr..y be alluded to in the Forth and 
Clyde navigation, in Scotland. The Forth and Clyde canal is 35 

miles long, and the summit le-rel is 155 feet aboye tide-water. It 
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c,n posterity is a laudable principle, but the great stimulus 

to mankind is present advantage; and it is to be expected 

that they will avail themselves, in the first instance, of na

tural advantages as much as possible. Nature has done 

much towards an inland navigation by the rivers and lakes 

mentioned, and little art, compf\ratively, is necessary to 

render the advantage immediateo 
Secondly. That an inland canal will divert the trade of 

the lakes from the St. Lawrence to the Hudson, is, I 

think, very problematical. " There is no friendship in 

trade.'' If Montreal be found a better market than New 

York, the trade on the lakes and country adjacent will be 

to Montreal, and an inland canal will not prevent it, because 

there will be buyers at every port on the lakes for the 

Montreal market, and, as people always prefer an imme
diate to a distant market, those who live near these places 

·will avail themselves of the market at their door. The 

natural trade, in fact, of these countries is by the St. Law~ 

rence ; and this will continue while the United States re .. 

main at peace with Britain. Should they go to war, a 

pretty obvious result is, that Canada will fall in with the 

United States. 
Thirdly. The old commercial relations of the United 

States have changed ; and the change will probably pro'." 

gress until it be consummated in the establishment of inter

nal manufactures, and internal consumpt for produce and 

raw· materials ; which will prevent the quantity of both 

for exportation from keeping pace with the progress of 

was executed at a time when wages were only a shilling a day, and 

it runs through a thickly-settled country. It was commenced in 

1768, and completed in 1790, 22 years. At the same rate, the 

grand canal would be finished in no. 
VOL. U. 3 F. 
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population. The chance is, that the exports of the United 
States have reached their zenith ; and that a trade more 
conducive to ihterhal prosperity will succeed. Should 
that be the case, internal navigation will be a subject of 
great. importance,, but the cabals of greatest consequence 
will be those calculated to facilitate nianufactures, by the 
transportation of raw materials from one place to another ; 
of provisions from the agricultural to the manufacturing 
districts ; and of . manufactured goods from the places 
,vhere they are. made to where they will be vended. ln
starices in point occur at Utica; the cheap conveyance of 
cotton upward and of glass dow1iward, is an object of im
portance. The conveyance of cotton, in fact, is an object 
of primary importance all o~er the United States. Every 
town, village, and district will use it; while it can be only 
raised in one section of the union, the southern states. 
He:re I may notice the consolatory reflection, that the gene~ 
ral establishment of internal manufactures, will probably 
soon indemnify the planter for the loss of the foreign trade. 
Wool and flax will be pretty much diffused through the 
states. Hemp, and manufactures of hemp, will often be 
carried to a great distance. Iron will be much transported 
by internal canals; and, in many instances; lumber, plaster 
of Paris, and limestone • 
. · Such considerations ·will probably induce the projectors 
~f canals to look more to the internal accommodation of 
the country, than of single ports, and, in every case, to 
avail themselves, in the first instance, of v;rhat nature has 
done, so as to lessen the labour, and produce an immediate 
advantage. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

Leave Utica,-Herkimer ,-Little Falls ,-J\fose. 

NOVEMBER 13th. The day clear and pleasant. I set 
out at 1 o'clock, and, crossing the l\fohawk river by a 
good wooden bridge, I travelled by a turnpike road, five 
miles, to a toll-bar. The bottoms here are fertile, but the 
lands at a distance appear rough, and a good many pine~ 
trees are to be seen on the brows of the hills. To the next 
toll-bar is 18 miles, in which space the valley contracts, 
the hills become more lofty and more barren, but the val
ley, on the river, about a mile wide, is rich land, abound
ing with handsome settlements. I observed two streams 
to emerge from the hills, and fall into the river on the op
posite side. Beyond the second toll-bar, the road leads 
over a lofty bank, near the side of the river, over which I 
travelled a mile and a half, and then descended to the vil
lage of Herkimer, where I stopped all night. 

HERKIMER is romantically situated, in a pretty valley, 
and consists of 52 houses, containing about 360 inhabi~ 
tants. It has a church, a court-house, 4 taverns, and 5 

stores; and issues 2 weekly newspapers. 
Herkimer county is wells ettled. The river hills arc 

barren, but the interior of the country is said to be pretty 

fertile. 
Thursday, 14th. The morning was cloudy, cold, and 

disagreeable. About half a mile to the east of the village, .. 
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I passed a rapid stream, called !Yest Canada creek. After 
crossing it, the road rises to the top of a bank elevated 
more than mo feet above the river, affording a fine view 
of the country, which continues 7 miles to Little· Falls. 
The valley is narrow, but well settled; the road good, 
with, a hard gravelly bottom, and the adjoining lands stony; 
but the wheat fields, being green, exhibited a pleasing ap
pearance. 

As I approached the falls, I observed the valley to con
tract till the hills appeared almost to close, and the banks 
were singularly. rough and stony .. Above the falls, I 
crossed a canal, .handsomely faced with hewn stone, and 
I again crossed. it, close by the locks, as I entered the vil
lage, and passed on to Morgan's tavern, a handsome free
ston~ building~ While breakfast was preparing, I took 
a view of the village and canal, and, on my return, I got 
the following account of the place from my discreet land
lord. 

The village and land adjoining belongs to a family in 
England, of the name of Ellis. The settlement commen
ced about 23 years ago. The village now consists of 50 
houses, many of them built of stone; 6 stores, 4 taverns, 
church, school-house, 1 flour-mill, I trip-hammer, 1 full
ing-mill, 1 saw-mill, and I carding-machine. The fall of 
,vater within three quarters of a mile is about 50 feet, and 
there is room and water enough for 100 mills. The vil
lage lots are 100 feet by 60, and are let on a perpetual 
lease of 3 dollars per annum. The water-falls are reserved 
by the proprietors for mill-seats, except some that are on 
short lease. The proprietors have also 4 or 5 farms on 
short lease ; but they are of no great value. They offer 
to .sell the whole for 45,000 dollars, ·which would proba~ 
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bly be a good bargain, as this is a very favourable situa
tion for establishing cotton and woollen manufactures. 

The canal was cut about 18 years ago. It was origi
nally constructed of wood ; but that falling to decay, it 
was rebuilt of stone 8 years ago. There are 8 locks at 
this place. The toll has been lessened within these fe,v 
years, on account of the waggons taldng away the trade 
from the canal. It is at present 1 dollar 25 cents per 
ton. 

West Canada creek, lvhich I crossed, rises on the di
viding ridge between the waters of the St. Lawrence and 
those of the Hudson. It passes through very high lands, 
and brings down great quantities of ice in the spring. 

When breakfast was announced, I went into the parlour, 
where a very handsome young lady was seated at the 
breakfast-table, to pour out the tea ; and the articles before 
her were so numerous, that I could not help taking an in
ventory of them. The insertion of this will show that the 
people who live in the back woods are not quite so much 
in the savage state as some late tourists would have us to 
believe. 

Table and table-cloth, 
Tea-tray, 
Two metal tea-pots, 
One metal milk-pot, 
Sugar-bowl, 
China cups, 
Egg-cup, 
Silver sugar-tongs, 
Silver tea-spoons, 
Silver castor, with 6 cut crystal glasses, 
Plates, 
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Carving knife and fork, and common knife 
and fork, 

Tea, 
Sugar, 
Cream, 
Bread, 
Butter, 
Toast and butter, 
ijeef -steak, 

Eggs, 
Cheese, 
Crackers, 
Potatoes, 
Beets, 
Salt, 
Vinegar, 
Black pepper, 
Cayenne pepper. 

I recollected Dr. Adam Smith's theory of the division of 

labour. "How many persons must have been employed," 
thought I, " in providing materials for this breakfast ! " 
The charge was 25 cents. 

As I passed through the village, I observed some ma
sons building a stone arch, the first I have seen building 
in America. Half a mile below the village, the road 
comes close to the river side, and is carried over a large 
hollow, by a ~ooden bridge, from which there is a fine 
view of the lower part of the falls. Below this there· are 
huge masses of perpendicular rocks on each side,. and the 
whole bears evident marks of having been cut through by 
the river. Beyond this the bottoms spread out to the 
·usual breadth of about a mile, and are well cultivated. 
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The river is navigable, and the sloping declivities of the 
hills present many handsome views. 

Beyond the falls the road passes thrbugh a low level 
tract of land, about 7 miles, when it rises to an eminence 
of at least 200 feet, from whence there is a charming bird's
eye view of the valleys below, and of the hills, woods, and 
cultivated fields at a distance ; many of which had been 
sown with wheat; and presented a cheering, verdant pros

pec~. 
After descending from this eminence, I crossed East 

Canada creek, a very rapid stream, having numerous mills 
upon it. On the east side of the creek, I perceived a ma
chine for beating clay to make bricks. Rising again to a 
high bank, I stopped at a tavern to feed my horse. Here 
I met the Utica stage, and saw a young gentleman, two 
days from New York, distant upwards of 220 miles. I 
was informed that this was the frontier in the time of the 
American war, where it raged with great fury. Our land
lord, a German, said he carried arms during the war, and, 
should his adopted cmmtry's cause require it, he was ready 
to turn out again, though 64 years of age. 

Leaving the tavern, I passed a rapid stream, where I 
observed a saw-mill, and a hemp or flax-mill, and, five 
miles below, I saw the Palatine bridge acro$s the Mohawk 
river. The road proceeds about 4 miles through a low 
bottom of stiff clay, and at dark I passed a curious pro
jecting point called the Nose, two miles from which I 
stopped at the house of M'Connolly, an intelligent Irish
man, from 'Nhom I received the following information. 

The appearance of the country along the river, to the 
eastward, is pretty much like that I passed over; but the 
bottom lands rather improve in quality. To the south 
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the land is elevated and rough, and to the north very 
high and rocky. Th~ banks of the hills are pretty much 
stripped of their timber. A lead-mine has been recently 
discovered on the south side of the river, near Canajoha
rie, and ·it has every appearance of being productive and 
valuable. ' The proprietor has sold 4 acres of ground on 
which it is situated, at 1000 dollars per acre ; and a com-

. pany is forming to work it. Iron ore is found in the hills 
to the north of the tavern. The timber here is generally 
_of· a small growth, and consists of beech, hemlock, and 
pine. . The country is healthy ; but the climate goes to 
great extremes, the summers being very hot, and the win
ters very cold. The prevailing winds -are from the west-· 
north-west and north-north-east ; bt1t they blow most 
frequently down the river*. The greater· part of the 
storms are from the north-east. In the hills, about two 
miles distant from the tavern, there are a great many rat,; 
tle-snakes. The landlord killed 15 on one stone. They 
were generally abou( 8 or 9 inches Jong. Among the 
number was a female, having. 16 rattles ; , and, on dissect
ing her, they found in her belly 16 eggs and a striped 
squirrel. When killed, she was in the act of swallowing 
a toad. They always make a noise .when a person is near, 
and, consequently, are not dangerous. In summer, they 
are here a good deal troubled with flies and musquetoes. 
There are few fish in the river. The produce of the coun
try is wheat, rye, corn, oats, hay, potatoes, some hemp, 

* It appears to me th:it the winds which blow down the river are 
a continuation of the current of air which blows over the western 
country ; but i.t is now evidently affectecJ. by the hig·h lands, and puts 
on the appearance of the north-Yvest winds to the east of the mounG 
tains. 
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and a great deal of flax. Albany is the market, and the 

produe:e is mostly sent by waggons. Uncleared land, 
near the river, sells at from 20 to 30 dollars per acre. Cul~ 

tivated farms are not for sale. Fifteen thousand dollars 

had been offered for a farm of 505 acres, and refused. 

Labourers have from 100 to 125 dollars per annum, and 

their board. Mecha~ics about 1 dollar to 1 dollar 2S 
cents per day, and their board. Cotton and woollen ma~ 
nufactures are establishing in many places. A manufacc 
tory of cotton and linen is about to be established at 
Caughnawaga, with a capital of 30,000 dollars, which is 
all subscribed. The inhabitants consist mostly of farmers 
and mechanics. There are pretty good schools; but edu~ 
cation is not so much attended to as it ought to be. There 
is a settlement of Scots people at Johnstown, and another 
at Broadalbin. They have good schools, and are esteemed 

very sober and industrious. 
On hearing the latter part of this information, I resolved 

to change my route, to visit my countrymen; and my 

landlord advised me to call on Daniel M'lntyre, at Broad

albin, who was one of the first settlers, and would be ready 
to give me every information. 

VOJ,. fr, s r, 
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CHAPTElt XLVII. 

Johnstown,-Broadalbin,-M£lto11,-Ballston Springs. 
I 

IN the morning, my obliging landlord gave me ditec. 

tjons as to the road, and I set out at sun-rise, the weather 

being clear, with hard frost. 
To the north of the tavern, there is a low bottom about 

a quarter of a mile broad, terminated by a steep ridge 

about 300 feet high, from whence water is conveyed in 

pipes to the house. This ridge approaches the river as it 

proceeds westward, close to which it forms the point,, al

ready mentioned, called the Nose, from its resemblance 

to the nose on the human face. 

The road passes through low and pretty fertile grounds, 

near the side of the river, about a mile, to a creek with 

several mills; and here, in pursuance of my landlord's 

advice, I turned towards Johnstown, distant 4 miles. The 

road rises by a considerable ascent. On reaching the 

heights, there are many fine and extensive views, the 

mountains appearing very distinctly in the south-,west. 

The country is pretty well cultivated, but it is bare of 

timber; what remains is mostly pine trees. 

I stopped at a tavern, ,vhere I found a number of men 

assembled on some public occasion; but I could get little 

information here, and proceeded to the printing-office, 

where the editor very obligingly answered all my queries. 
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Jo H N s To WN contains ~bout 60 houses and 500 inhabi;. 
tauts.. It is the seat of justice of Montgomery county, 
and has a court-house, jail, an episcopal and presbyterian 
church, an c\Cademy, and 2 printing-offices. There are 9 
taverns and 9 stores~ Two doctors and 8 lawyers reside 
in the town; the other inhabitants are generally mechanics. 
J ohnstowu was settled about the time of the war, and the 
inhabitants are mostly of Scottish and Irish extraction. 

At 3 o'clock I set out for Broadalbin, distant 7 or 8 miles. 
The road passes over high lands, the soil rather sandy. 
From every point by the way there is an extensive view of 
high ·elevated lands fo the north and west, of the Catskill 
hills to the south ; and to the east the vast range of moun~ 
tains in Vermont appear 'in lofty majesty.· I reached Broad~ 
albin near sun-set, and stopping to inquire for Mr. M'lntyre, 
I found an old gentleman at the gate engaged in a conte$t 
with a cow, who seemed determined to have two pump
kins whether he would or not. Having assisted him to 
drive off the intruder, I was proceeding with my inquiries, 
when he told me he was Daniel M'Intyre. He ordered a 
boy to take charge of my horse, invited me into the house, 
and introduced me to his family; and informed me that 
James would be home presently, when we would get all 
the news. 

Mr. James M'Intyre soon arrived, and I spent a yery 
pleasant evening with the family. The history of the set
tlement of Broadalbin was briefly this. Mr. M'lntyre 
arrived from Broadalbin in Scotland, in the year 1775. 
In the month of May, the year following, his family and 
five more moved to this place (there being then no set
tlers between it and Ballston), when they made a purchase 
of 1600 acres of land, at 1 dollar 69 cents per acre; and 
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immediately commenced clearing and planting. 'rhey were 
all farmers, and were pretty successful until they were in. 
valved in the troubles of the war, by the Indians being let 
loose upon them. But they maintained their grom1d until 
the year before the close of the war, when they were oblig~ 
ed to abandon the settlement, and retire to Albany, where 
they continued three years. On their return to the settle~ 
ment, a few more families joined them, and they have con
tinued to. flourish ever since. ,The township now contains 
223 8 inhabitants, of whom about one .. third are Scottish; the 
others are principally from New England and New Jersey. 
The area of the township is about 24,000 acres, all arable, 
except a swamp of about 2000 acres. The soil is loam 
mixed with sand ; and, though it bears no comparison with 
the western country, it is pretty good for this place. The 
timber i's beech and maple, with some. pine, hemlock, elm, 
ash, and bass-wood. The climate is very healthy, but the 
winters are long and severe, commencing the 1st of De
cember, and continuing till the middle of April. The in
inhabitants are sober and industrious; They manufacture 
the most of their clothing ; and there are in the township a 
paper-mill, an oil-mill, 6 grist~mills, 3 fulling-mills, and 2 
carding machines. Sheep farming has been of late a good 
deal attended to, and the merino breed has been introdu
ced with considerable· success. 

After supper the family assembled to prayers, and the 
·whole was conducted in the primitive mode practised by 
the peasantry of Scotland, so beautifully described in Burns' 
Cotter's Saturday Night, of which I shall transcribe the last 
stanza, and dose the transactions of the day. 

;rhen kneeling down to HEAVEN'S ETERNAL KING'; 

The 60,int, the fat!ier, and the hztsband prays: 



-~EW 1TORK. 

Hope springs exulting on triumphant wing, 
That tlzus they all shall meet in future d_ays : 

There ever bask in uncreated rays, 

No more to sigh or shed the bitter tear, 
Tog'ethei' hymning their Creator's praise 

In such society yet still more dear-; 
\Vhile circling time moves round in an eternal sphere. 

A.IS 

November 16. The last evening was very cold, and 
this morning there was hard frost. I· prepared to take my 
leave of my hospitable entertainers, but I could not get 
away till after breakfast. The old man recommended me 
particularly to call upon his son, the comptroller, at Albany; 
and James accompanied me to see Mr. Proudfoot, the cler
gyman, of Scots descent, and married to a Scots-woman, 
one of the '' bonnie lasses" of Ayrshire. Mr. Proudfoot 
is agreeably settled, and to his ministerial charge joins the 
very laudable occupation of teaching an academy, a plan 
which every country clergyman should imitate. Mrs. 
Proudfoot told me Mr. Law, her father, with his family, 
were comfortably settled about six miles distant. 

From this place to Milton is 12 miles, the lands but in
different, but the views magnificent, particularly of the 
Vermont mountains, which can be seen at the distance of 
60 or 70 miles. Milton is a small place, c011sisting of a 
few frame houses only, but, being painted white, they look 
neat ; and the town is adorned with a very pretty church 

and steeple. , 
The soil is good round Milton, which accounts for the 

handsome appearance of the houses, and a quaker meeting
house denoted that the ground was partly occupied by some 

of those sagacious people. 
Beyond this the soil is very sandy and barren, with pine 

trees of a small growth; but the people seem determined 
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to make amends for the sterility of the soil in another way; 
for, passing a creek I saw an elegarit new building, of seven 

stories high, which had been recently erected for the ma
nufacture of ,voollen cloth. From thence the road winds 

through the woods, and the soil continues poor all the way 
to Ballston, which I reached in the evening. 

I took a view of the town as I passed f lwough it; qnd it 
is soon seen, as it contains 70 dwelling-houses only. lt 
lies in a hollow, and the spritig is at the lower end of it, 
near a small creek. Th.e houses are most~y built of wood, 
and some of the boarding-houses are veryhandsoID:e. One 
is uncot,nmonly superb, and is said to have cost upwards of 
60,000 dollars. . 

Soon after I reached the village,· I wei1t to see th~· spring. 
It is enclosed by a railing, the interior being hands.on1.ely 
paved with stone, and the water is secured from all filth 

by a metallic t~1be, of about 18 inches diameter, elevated 

a few feet above the top of the spring, which rises copious

ly, with a boiling motion, and the surplus water pa$ses_ off 

by a horizontal pipe. The water was qtiit~ agreeable to 

my taste, and produced an exhilarating effect upon the 
spmts. . It emits a slight smell, but not unpleasant, and is 
copiously i1~pregnated with fixed air, or carbonic acid 
gas. 

The medicinal virtues of these waters have of la~e at
tracted much attention, and Ballston has become a place of 
fashionable resort in the summer season. The general effect 

produced by the use of the waters is, purgative, diuretic, 

tonic, and exhilarating. They are therefore recommended 

in dyspepsia in all its complicated forms, gravel, rheuma-
. tisms, diseases of the urinary system, cutaneous eruptions, 

dropsy, scrophula, Yvorms, and some cases of fevers. They 
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have also been extolled in ~onsumptions, but their power 
is very doubtful in that disease, to which indeed it is ob
vious that the only efficacious remedy must be by breath
ing; and it is to be wished that the faculty would turn their 
attention to it more in that point of view. I have heard of 
extraordinary cures being performed by living among cows, 
and am pretty well satisfied that a specific for u}Gerated 
lungs, when not too far gone, will be ultimately found, and 
successfully administered by inspiration. A highly oxi
dated state of the atmosphere we know to be against the ' 
patient, 'and the air arising from the decomposition of, 
babny substances· are in his favour. But those hip.ts are 
by the bye, and l return to the analysis of this celebrated 
spring. But who shall agree when doctors differ? Some 
experimentalists affirm they contain three times their bulk 
of fixed air, while others say they do not contain one-third 
of this quantity. This difference, being more than 200 per 
cent.! is much too large for me to reconcile, so I shall 
content myself by stating their probable compqnent parts_, 
without affixing the proportions. 

Hydrogengas.1 The components parts of wate1;. 
Oxygen gas. S 
Carbonic acid. 
Muriate of soda. 
Cai;bonate of lime. 
Carbonate of soda. 
Carbonate of iron. 
Carbonate of magnesia. 

I called on Mr. Brown, editor of one of the newspapers, 
and he introduced me to a Mr. M'Intosh, from Crieff, in 
Scotland, who told me he ,vas very well acquainted with 
my father's relations. He mentioned a fact, which I knew 
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before, that the original name was Graham, and mention~' 
ed that some of our family, of the name of Graham, were 
settled in New York. From these two gentlemen I· got all 
needful information, from which. I shall transcribe a few 
additional notes. 

Ballston is situated in latitude 43° north, and is 28.miles 
from Albany. There are two roads, one by Schenectady; 
the other by Waterford ; and it makes a very agreeable 
jaunt to go the one way, and return the other. Schenec. 
tady is ~ne of the finest inland cities in America_; on the 
other road is the pleasant village of Wat~rford, and the Co
hoes falls. 

The village is mostly supported by the visitors to the 

springs, so that;· except in the summer season, .it is but a 
dull place. Boarding at the principal houses is 8 dollars 
per week, but there ar~ smaller houses, having inferior ac~ 
commodations, at 4 dollars. There is an academy and a 
library in the village, and besides taverns and. boarding
houses, there are five dry-goods and grocery-stores. There 
are two public papers issued weekly, of ,vhich the one cir~ 
culates 700, the other 400. 

The prevailing winds are from the north-west, and the 
vrinters are cold. 

Saratoga springs are seven miles to the northward, and 
are esteemed stronger than those of Ballston. 



NEW YORK. 417 

CHAPTER XL VIII. 

IYaterford,-Cohoes falls,-Albany. 

NOVEMBER 17th. There had been a great deal of 
rain last night and this morning, but it 'cleared up about 
11 o'clock, and I set out at 12. The land in the im
mediate neighbourhood was poor, and continued so during 
the first three miles of my journey. I passed a methodist 
meeting-house, after which the land improves, the soil 
being mostly clay, and the timber partly oak· and beech. 
The . land is level and the farms good, the farm-houses 
bearing testimony to the accumulation of wealth. A mile 
further on, the soil becomes poor, and the houses in their 
turn bear witness to the poverty of the inhabitantg. Two 
miles through these lands there is an opening, and a most 
extensive view to the eastward. Ten miles from Ballston 
I passed a stream of water which nobody could tell me 
the name of; after this I passed through a farm, on the 
side of a hill, two miles from which I came to a tavern, 
where I stopped to feed my horse. 

Leaving this, the land still continued poor and sandy, 
the timber mostly pine trees, but the settlements are pretty 
thick for five miles to a little village, and both soil and 
settlements improve, for four miles more, to Waterford, 
where I took up my lodgings at the Union coffee-house. 

WA TEI\FORD was laid out about the year 1783, and is 

handsomely situated above the confluence of the Mohawk 
YOL. IL 3 G 
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and Hudson rivers. The streets are regular, crossing one 

another at right angles ; and it consists of about 130 

houses, containing about 1000 inhabitants. The houses 
· are generally good, some of them elegant; they are partly 

frame and partly brick,- but the taste for brick predomi
nates. The public buildings are 2 churches and a school
house; a11d there are 4 taverns, 25 stores, and l news
paper, The inhabitants of Waterford consist chiefly of 
mech;mics and their families ; and there are two clergy
men, three doctors, three schoolmasters, and 10 lawyers. 
~The village lots are- 65 feet front, by i30 deep, and sell 
for from 100 to 2500 dollars. Boarding is 2 dollars 50 

cents per week, ,by the year ; the prices. of provisions are 
nec!.rly the same ~s at Albany. There are several mills on 
the Mohawk river below the falls, one of which is near 
the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson. A co~pctny 

has recently bee11 incorporate_d to carry on manufactures 
at this place, and th~y propose to make every article for 
which they find a demand. _ 

Th~ coup try roqnd is handsome and very healthy,_ and 
the soil is posses~ed of every variety from good · to bad. 
The prk~~ of land is from 2 dollars 50 cents to 7 5 dollars 
per acre. Goo~ lVoo.d land sells as high as that _ in the 
improved ~tate. 

The Hudson is navigable to this place in vessels of 50 
tons burden, and the legislature qf New York have of late 
gr.anted 45,000 dollars ·to improve the navigation between 

Waterford and Troy. There is a handsome bridge over 
the Hudson at this place. 

November 18th. The morning ·was ~lear, with hard 

frost ; the wind north-west. Previous t9 leaving Water

ford I rode to the, middle of t~e bridge, and had a view of 
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the river, ancl surounding scenery. The bridge has six 
piers, and is handsomely built of ·wood. The river is 
rapid~ and the junction with the Mohawk is seen a little 
belmv. There are a number of islands on the ,vest side, 
and the town of Lahsingburg is handsoinely situated on the 
east side. 'I'he bottom lands are good, but the country 
soon swd!s out into high hills, of which the sides are 
pooi·, · ai1d coveted ·with pine wood. 

-As I returried, I kept al011g the banks of the Mohawk, 
where I observed the current very rapid, and the soil 
poor and sandy. A mile and a half from Waterford there 
is a bridge across the river. On approaching it the road 
passes through a bed of black slate, which seems to indi
cate a stratum of coal below. About a quarter of a mile 
above the bridge, the Cohoes falls appear, and, from the 
bridge fronting them, there is a very fine view. I stood 
a ,vhile to contemplate it, but . tny admiration was lost irt 
the recollectfon of: the amazing falls of Niagara. The 
ri,rer is here about 250 yards wide, and the falls are per
pendicular, but some parts are broken, and the rocks are 
to be seen through therri. At the end of the bridge I 
paid a toll of 61- cents; and close by the toll-bar I perceiv
ed the nine mile stone fr01h Albany. 

The road proceeds dose by the river side, the h,ills be
i11g pretty lofty to the right, the soil indifferent, but the 
road. excellent. Six miles above Albany, on the opposite 
side of the river, is Troy, a handsome village, mostly built 
with brick. Towards Albany I passed an elegant house, 
the seat of Mr. Van Rensselaer, patron of the city, and 
passing through well-improved fields, I arrived at 11 
o'clock, when I took up my lodgings at the coff~e-house 

in State-street. 
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My tour of discovery being completed, I had no very 
h,nportant information to receive at Albany, but I still con
tinued my journal, and Mr. Fellows of Genew haying 
favoured me with letters of introduction to Mr. Southwick 
and Mr. North, these two gentlemen showed me a great 
deal of attention, and obligingly answered all my inquiries. 
In obedience to the request of my friend, Mr. M'lntyre, 
l called on his son, the- comptroller, and _he also showed 
me much attention. I was quite pleased with my visit. 

AL.BAN Y, is the seat of government of the state of New 
York, and is situated on the west side of the Hudson 
river, at the head of tide water, 180 miles from the sea. 
It runs nearly a mile along the river, and about half a mile 
back from· it. The city is divided into streets, some of 
which are spacious, but others rather nanow and irregular. 
They are however pretty convenient, and there is a line of 
excellent wharfs and warehouses. The houses amount to 
about 1300, and the inhabitants to nearly 10,000. The 
houses are mostly built of brick, and many of them are 
elegant. The state-house- stands on an elevated situation 
at the head of State-street, and is a very handsome build
ing, ,with most splendid and convenient apartments for 
the legislature to meet in. The old state-house is al~o in 
State-street, and is occupied by the different public offices. 
The other public buildings are the arsenal, powder-house, 
city library, 3 banks, 10 churches, 2 market-houses, 2 

rnasonic lodges, a theatre, and Cook's reading-room, an 
institution probably better supplied with newspapers, and 
other periodical publications, than any other in the United 
States. 

The city is well supplied with water. There are two 
excellent springs three mil~s to the westward, from whence 
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it is conveyed in pipes, to every part of the city. Lots in 
the principal streets are as high as in New York, and the 
rent of houses and stores is in proportion. This being the 
~eat mart, in which the trade of an extensive back coun
try centres, it is well supplied with provisions; but the out
let to the great commercial city, New York, is so easy, by 
the fine river Hudson, that all articles which can be easily 
shipped, are kept pretty high. Flour is about 10 dollars 
per barrel ; beef 6 dollars ; pork 5 dollars per cwt. ; ba
ccn 12 cents per lb.; fowls 12} each; geese 25; tur
keys 62; cyder 1 dollar 50 cents per barrel; beer 3 to 10 
dolbrs, according to quality ; porter 7 dollars 25 cents. 
Board from 2 to 4 dollars. House-rent for mechanics 20 
to 60 dollars. 

The principal manufactures at Albany are those of grain, 
brewing and distilling. There are no manufactories of 
ck,d1 in the city, but there are several in the neighbour
hood, and there is a disposition in tlie citizens to encou
rage them, though apparently against their interest, the 
trade of the city being almost wholly conunercial. The 
principal trade is by the river, on which is sent down 
grain and provisions, timber, malt-liquors, and spirits ; 
and they receive in return groceries, dry-goods, hardware, 
and crockery, to supply a great part of the country. Ame
rican manufactured glass, however, begins to make a pro
minent appearance in the warehouses ; and they will, no 
doubt, feel the advantage of other articles of American 
manufacture -soon. Albany, from its situation, must be 
always a place of extended commerce. At present, it suf
fers by the re-action of an overstrained foreign commerce, 
~mt that will be but temporary. Internal manufactures and 
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tcommerce, being once organized, will more than compen~ 
sate for the loss of the other. 

The citizens of Albany are very mixed. The origihal 
settlement was by the Dutch, and their descendants form 
a very prominent part of the society. Of Scottish settlers 
there are a great many, and the rest are pri11cipally New 
Englanders. in such an assemblage, we may naturally 
look for industry and enterprise, and a general attention 
to edi.lcation and . the improvement of the mind, all of_ 
which are very perceptible in the citizens. There are 
good mechanics in all the. different branches ; and there 
are 10 clergymen, 20 doctors, and 45 lawyers. The 
schools are numerous; the library and reading-room have 
been already noticed. Two newspapers are published, 
each twice a week, which have a pretty extensive circula
tion. That the place is healthy, appears in the counte. 
nances of the ladies, many of whom are handsome, with 
beautiful florid complexions. That it is cold in winter, is 
indicated by · the general use of stoves, the hard. frost in 
the ground, and· the appearance of snow ; so, for fear of 
being storm-staid, , I shall close this chapter, and hurry off 
~o New York. 
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CHAPTER XLIX~ 

.North River Steam Boat,-Highlands,-Stony Point,-
' JVew York. 

NOVEMBER 20th. My anticipation was realized; 
there was a co11siden1ble fall of snow this morning. I en
gaged a passage for my horse by one of the packets, fare 
4 dollars, exclusive of board; and for myself by the 
steam~boat, fare 7 dollars, including board; and, getting 
on board of that elegant conveyance, we started from the 
wharf at 9 o'clock 'T'he snow continued to fall, and the 
weather was very hazy, so that we could not enjoy the 
view on the river; but we had a very comfortable view 
in the boat. The cabin was sufficiently large to accom
modate 80 or 100 people; the births were neatly mounted 
with drapery, and contained good clean bedding ; there 
was a good stove in the room; our company, though not 
numerous, were sociable and agreeable ; and our captain 
kept a most excellent table. I should mention that this 
was the North river steam-boat, captain Roorbach, and to 
that gentleman's politeness I was indebted for a variety of 
information regarding this river. Four other steam-boats 
were upon the river, but it was sup.posed that two of them 
would be stopped, as they ,vere started vvithout the sanc
tion of the patentees. A most superb new boat had just 
been started by the patentees, Livingston and Fulton, who 
are entitled to great praise for their exertions in bringing 
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into active operation an invention of such importance to the 
navigation of the American inland waters. 

The banks of the river are nearly the same as above Al.: 
bany, for 20 miles, to Hudson; the soil is pretty good, 
and the settlements thick on both sides. The river is a 
noble stream, augmented, as it proceeds, by a great num

ber of tributary streams on each side. Towards night, we 
were four miles below Poughkeepsie, and the captain, think
ing it too dark to run on, came to anchor, and remained 
during the night. 

November 21st. The morning was cold and cloudy, 
with a north-west wind ; and a good deal of snow lay on 
the ground. We got under weigh at 6 o'clock. At 7, we 
were opposite Newburg, a good landing on the west side, 
and, five miles beyond this, we reached the highlands, 
through which we sailed 20 miles. Here the banks are 

steep and very romantic, in many places resembling the 
scenery on the Ohio; but there is a vast difference in the 
fertility of the soil. On the Ohio it is rich, with a most 
luxuriant profusion of timber. Here it is poor, and the tim
ber is small in proportion. Each river, however, has its pe
culiar beauties. We passed a number of cascades issuing 
from the hills. At Stony Point, the remains of an old 
fort are still to be seen, in a very commanding situation. 
Here the river makes a sharp turn to the east, and the place 
was pointed out where the Americans had a chain across 
in the time of the war, which we were informed was 
broken by the British ships. The river appears here like 
a small lake, and being land-locked on all sides, by lofty 
hills, forms a romantic and singular view. Soon after this, 
vve emerged from among the mountains. 
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When we approached the low lands, we saw a number 
of very handsome seats. The land on the east side is low, 
and appears fertile. To the eastward a bay is perceived, 
which appears like a continuance of the river, while the 
real channel is apparently lost among the mountains. The 
west bank continues high, though cultivated a considera
ble way down. At length, however, it becomes a craggy 
precipice, almost perpendicular, and upwards of 500 feet 
high. The scenery is altogether very grand, and in sum
mer, when the fields and woods are in blossom, sailing 
on this river, by the steam-boat, must be delightful. 

There are good turnpike roads on each · side of the 
river, and there are very thick settlements all the way 
between New York and Albany. The priJ.1.cipal towns on 
the east side are : Inhabitants. 

Kinderhook 250 
Hudson 
Redhook 
Rhynbeck 
Poughkepsie 
Fishkill 
Peekskill 

On the west side-New Baltimore 
Cochsakia 
Katskill 
Kingston 
Newburg 

4000 

500 

2000 

We passed the Jersey line on the west side, and, soon . 
after, the river which separates York Island from the main 
land. At five o'clock we reached New York, where I 
was safely landed on the wharf, after travelling nearly 2400 

VOL. II. 3 H 
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miles; and with gratitude to the SUPREME BEING, for 
conducting me through the journey so much to my satis
faction, I proceeded to the house of my friend, where I 
was further gratified by learning that my family and friends 
were all well. 

In my progress through this interesting state I met with 
"A Brief Topographical and Statisti~al Manual," a work 
Qf considerable merit, from ·which I have extracted the 
follqwing statistical tabk and r~marks. 



Counties. 

N~W YORlt. 

i 1 1 
~ 0 Popula. g1 

tion. ~ 

t""I I 
0 
0 

s 
~ Yards of 

Cloth. 

427 

l'!j (J 
~ e; 

JJ 5' . ~ 
~ 8 
- ?l !fl g.. 

s· 
~ 

Albany.......... 8 34,661 2 11691 232,554 -31-4 510 10 8 
Allegany . . • . • . • • 5 1,942 1 51, 14,,148 2 4 
Broome • ·•• • • • • • • 6 8,130 8 409

1

! 106,210 · 6 9 1 1 
Columbia .•••••• , 11 32,390 6 1235 616,780 34 8 1 8 22 23 , 
Clinton, •.•••.•• , 5 8,002 4 218, 47,86S 12 1 4 4 · 
Cayuga.......... 10 29,843 10 13601 340,871 19 47 11 11 
Cortlandt........ 6, 8,868 7 400 67,226 7 4 
Chenango........ 14121,704 14., 890 220,849 8 25 4 13 , 13 
Chataughque • • • . • 2 2,381 2 incl. in Genesee I · 
Cataragus........ 1 458 0 ib. ib. 
Duchess •.••• ,... 16j 51,434 14 1342 358,059 80 25 2 22 35 25 
Delaware ........ 14! 20,303 11 886 202,096 29 111 6 13 14 
Essex : , • , .• , •• , . 11

1 

9,477 8 272 104,285 7 8 3 6 
Franklm......... 4, 2,717 3 63 15,910 2 2 
Greene.......... 7 19,536 7 3141 50,357 25 4 12 11 
Genesee • • • • • • • • . 101 12,588 4 600, 194,719 24 19 1 6 7 
Herkimer. • . • • • . • 101 22,04,6 8 1600i 296,535 31 14 11 16 14 
Jefferson. . . • . . • . . 12115,140 12 660j 160,503 16 16 2 3 8 5 
King's • . • . • . . . . • 6 8,303 1 1121 40,4,65 6 2 
Lewis........... 7 6,433 5 306/ 76,500 11/1 7 4 4 
Montgomery • • . • . 15 41,214 11 1288

1 

237,252 45 6/ 20 19 
Madison......... 11125,144 9 1468 350,775 31 1 27! 2. 13 13 
New York....... 1 96,373 2 3. 2,757 9 11115 5 2 
Niagara ......• , • 4

1

, 6,132 7 incl. !in Genesee 
Otsego . • • • • • • • • . 21 38,802 14 2037! 470,816 36 28, 1 4 32 27 
Onondago • • . • • . . 131 25,987 10 1016: 306,586 31 261 2 10 16 21 
Ontario ...•.•.••. 24, 42,032 16 1903! 524,777 37 76, \ 20 22 
Oneida •. , .••. ,.. 261' 33,792 17 7201 254,270 20 24! 4 2 24 10 
Orange . . . • . • . • . 11 34,347 12 1245!' 316,081 49 57 9 11 29· 
Queen's • . . . • • . . . 61 19,336 7 486 187,031 10 2 4 8 4-
Rockland .•.. ,... 4 7,758 5 3291 28,044 7 7 1 
Richmond . • . . . • • 4 5,347 0 59 32,100 2 3 
Rensselaer... . • • . 13 36,309 8 1824' 1 447,111 28 2 1 14 
Suffolk • . . • . . • • • . 9 21,113 21 1062 213,697 37 ~ 
Sullivan • . . . • . . . • 7 6,108 5 262 50,991 11 3 1 
Schenectady . • . • • 4 10,201 2 30 7,500 ,,

0 
1 1 4 

Saratoga •. , . • . • • 14 33,147 12 1133 266,765 J..> 2 14 16 7 
Schoharie •.. : .... 8 18,945 7 736 171,953 14 4 13 12 
St. Lawrence ••.•• 12 7,885 10 247 56,073 12 :2 5 2 
Seneca . , , .• , . • • . 7 16,609 9 601 172,713 15 26 7 10 
Steuben • • . . . • . • . 9 7,246 9 309 94,040 5 21 5 2 
Tioga........... 9 7,899 8 289 102,080 7 29 5 5 
Ulster ...••.• , • • . 13 26,576 6 1569 348,626 41 17 15 26 
West Chester , , • • 21 30,272 11 365 336,470 9 16 7 8 
Washington...... 21 44,289 _ 19 2200 786,254 37 _ 2 1 _ 11

1
_ 18 13 

Total k.1,521959,220 364 33,068 9,099,703 867ls91142124l427ltt3 
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The sheep returned for Duchess county were 83,855; 

Albany 34,342; Cayuga 49,872; Onondago 44,893; 
Jefferson 20,000. It is calculated that the whole state cona 
tains 1,280,000-: 

The horses in Duchess county were 14,341. It is 
calculated that the whole state contains 300,000. 

The cattle in Duchess county were 51,650. It is 
calculated that the whole state contains 1,000_~000. 

Roads and bridges, exclusive of those made by counties 
and individuals, are supported by 135 turnpike companies, 
with a capital of $ 7,558,000; and 36 bridge companies, 
with a capital of S 509,000. The turnpike roads contracted 
for extend over 4,500 miles, about one-third of which is 
completed. , 

The hank stock of the state amounts to 11,690,000 
dollars. 

The school fund amounts to 483,326 dollars, exclusive 
of S 14, 770 acres of land. The revenue last year amounted 
t9 36,427 dollars~ 

The state funds, exclusive of about one million acres of 
land, amount to 4,,191,803 dollars·; and the state debts 
are 880,000 dollarso 
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CHAPTER L. 

UNITED ST A TES. 

THE objects of the greatest importance in the United 
States have already been noticed in a review of the indi- , 
vidual states and territories; but there are a few circum
stances of a general nature, which can with more propriety 
be introduced under this head. 

Viewir1g Louisiana as forming a part of the territory of 
the United States, we may consider the country as ex
tending from north latitude 29° to beyond 48° ; and. from 
east longitude 10° to west longitude 36°. The extreme 
length, from east to west, is about 2160 miles, and breadth, 
from north to south, 1494,. The medium length is about 
1780 miles, and the medium breadth about 1060, making 
nearly 1,883,806 square miles, or 1205,635,840 acres. 

The face of the country, mountains, rivers, minerals, 
soil, and climate, have all been partially noticed; but at~ 
tempts have of late been made to establish a general theory 
of tlze climate ef the United States, and I shall take a brief 
review of that subject. 

Volney, the celebrated French traveller, was the first 
who developed this theory. He seems to have stu~ 
died the subject with ardent attention, and to have been 
assisted by information from gentlemen of accurate obser
vation in America. His work displays great physical re~. 

search. Dr. Mease has followed on the same ~ubjee::t" 
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Adopting Volney's theory as a basis, he has availed him~ 
self of additional local information, and endeavoured to cor
rect its errors, and supply its defects. These works con
tain infor~ation on this important subject well worth the · 
attention of the student in physical science. I shall not, 
hovvever, review them in detail, but briefly state a few ge
neral conclusions resulting from them, taken in connection 
with other facts that have come to my knowledge during a 
personal investigation. 

The climate of the United States, independent of the 
difference of temperature induced by a change of latitude, 
seems to be affected by five prominent circumstances: 

1st. The trade winds. 
2d. The gulph stream. 
3d. The fogs of N ewfounclland. 
4th. The ·winds from the polar regions. 
5th. The Allegany mountains*. 

1st. The trade winds were noticed, in . vol. I. chap. II. 
as affecting the ocean. I shall now trace them in their pro
gress over the land. By looking at the ch.!trt of the Atlan
tic ocean, it will be perceived that the coast of South Ame
rica has a slanting direction from the equator to Trinidad; 
and it may be noticed that this slant is prolonged to the 
south-east, to cape St. Roque, in south latitude 5°, west 
longitude 36° 26'. The course is ne,:U1ly north-west, the 
distance above 2000 miles, and the interior of the country 
is composed of very high lands, rising in many places to 
lofty mountains. This naturally slants off the cun-ent of 
air to the northward, and by contracting i:ts buJk increases 

* By the general term, Al-legany mountains, is meant the whole 
chains of mountains extending from the Mississippi Territ~ry to the 
north~rn extremity of the union, 
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its velocity ; its motion being still further accelerated by 
the same means in its passage through the Caribbee Islands. 
In its progress through the Caribbean sea it is further con
tracted, and gets a second impulse to the northward be
tween the lofty island of Jamaica and the Mosquito shore; 
and finally passes through the narrow ch'annel between Yu
catan and the island of Cuba, from whence it issues to the 
northward, not unlike the wind from a pair of bellows. It 
then diverges, in three grand divisions, along the North 
American continent. One branch takes a north-west direc
tion, and, passing over New :Mexico, and thence between 
the Stony mountains and the Pacific ocean, spends its force 
about north latitude 52°. Another branch takes a north
east direction, blowing partly over the mountains, but 
principally between the mountains and the Atlantic, and 
spends its force about the Potomac or Patapsco rivers. 
This branch is aftected partly by the mountains, and 
partly by the trade winds to the north of the islands. 
It is very unsteady, which circumstance subjects that dis
trict of country to rapid changes. But the most impor
tant branch to this inquiry is that which proceeds up 
the valley of the Mississippi, which may be reckoned to 
extend from the Allegany mountains to the chains of moun
tains beyond the Mississippi, an immense region, known by 
the 1tame of the /Yestern Country. The operation of this 
current was quite visible in the course of my progress 
through that country. From the time I passed the Alle
gany mountains until I left Pittsburg, it prevailed seven 
days out of ten. In my passage clmvn the Ohio it pre
vailed fifteen out of trventy-six, and five of the others vvere 
calm. From the falls of the Ohio to ]ake Eric it prevailed 
twenty days out of thirty-one, and two days ,1Tre calm. 
From Cleveland, on lake Erie, to Utica it prevailed t1.:n 
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days out of twenty-three. I have elsewhere remarked, that 
a branch of it seems occasionally to blow down the Mo
hawk river; and its in

1

fluence is often sensibly felt at Mon
treal, on the St. Lawrence. It is obvious that this wind 
must have great influence upon the climate; it fans _the air 
in summer, and renders it mild and humid in winter. 

2d. The gulplz stream was noticed vol. I. chap. II. This 
current being warmer than the surrounding ocean, the atmos
phere above it is proportionally affected, and being contigu
ous to the American coast, the winds blowing· over it, im
pregnated with its warmth and moisture, will influence the 
climate accordingly. This influence is particularly felt in the 
southern states, where the stream is within from 30 to 60 

miles of the coast. Beyond Cape Hatteras it is not· so ap
parent, and beyond Cape Cod it is hardly known. South 

, and south-east winds are those subject to be influenced by 
it on the American coast. 

3d. Tlze fogs of Newfoundland are of great extent, 
and lie 'in a north-east direction from the United States. 
North-east winds, th~refore, will in spring, summer, and fall, 
be chilly a11d damp, in winter they will be loaded with snow. 
The part of the United States most subject to their influence 
are the New England states, with part of the states of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. 

4th. The winds from the polar regions are well known 
in the United States by the name of nortlz-westers; and it 
is some,vhat singular that they are much more frequent to 
the east than to the west of the mountains ; and often ex
hibit a very, different appearance. To the east they are 
cold, coo\, or agreeable, according to the season and situa. 

tion ; and are uniformly pure, dry, elastic, and invigorat~ 

mg. To the west they assume every variety, but are often 
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accompanied · by clouds, rain, hail, and snow;._ particularly 
in the vicinity of the great lakes. To accomit for,· these 
circumstances, it is necessary to ·view the Allegany moun
tains .as connected with the subject; and I cannot better 
elucidate it than in the words of the ingenious Volney. 
"The Allegany is the shore of an airy lake, which, below 
the level of the top of this ba~k, is at rest, unaffected by 
the movements of the stratum above it. Hence the south
west wind traverses the valley of the Mississippi and Ohio, 
Kentucky and . the contiguous countries, as far as the valley 
of the. St. Lawrence, by which it flows off, while the north~ 
west stream' glides over it diagonally, and, overtopping the 
highest mountains, pours down on the. maritime country, 
where its force is augmented by its own specific gravity,• 
the slope of the earth's surface, and the vacuity above the 
ocean in the south-east." 

The most remarkable feature in the climate east of the 
mountains is the sudden and great changes, from heat to 
cold and from moist to dry. These changes are most re .. 
markable on the sea-board. In the interior the climate is 
more. settled, and amongst the mountains it is colder than 
to the east ,or west of them .. In the western country 
the climate is more settled and more mild than to the 
east of the mountains, but this district is subject to a 
good deal of rain in winter. 

V ol~1ey has drawn the following ger,.eral conclus1ons on 
, the subject: _ 

1st. The clim'1,te of the maritime region is colder in 
winter, and warmer in summer, than that of the countries 
in Europe under .the same parallels. 

'2d. · The· daily variations are more abrupt in the :mari
·time country than in Europe. 

VOL. IF. 3 .I 
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3d. The temperature of the valleys of the Ohio and 

Mississippi is warmer, in the proportion of three degrees 

of latitude, than that of the maritime districts. 

'I'he two first positions are correct, and the last is so 

also as to the general effect upon vegetables and fruits; 

bt1t to convey a correct idea of the matter, it should be 
kept in view, that while the western country is warmer 

upon the whole, it is cooler in the summ~r season than 

the sa~e parallels on the other side of the mountains. 

This, however, has its limits, for it appears that to the 

north of 44° or 45° · the eastern and western country are 

nearly assimilated, and to the south beyond 32° the same 

effect takes place, with this exception, that the breeze to 

the westward is more permanent and steady, which will 
probably contribute, with other favourable circumstances, 

to render New Orleans more healthy than Charleston and 
Savannah. 

The climate has been divided into four sections, the 

coldest, middle, hot, and temperate; to which I shall add a 

fifth, the warm, and proceed to mark the different lines of 
distinction. 

1st. To the coldest I would assign that portion lying 

north-east of a line drawn from the east end of Lake 

Ontario, to the east end of Long Island sound. In this 

· region the winters commence about the first of December, 

and last till the end of March ; and are very severe. The 

heat of summer commences in June, and ends in August. 

Both heat and cold go to great extremes; but the country 
is generally healthy. 

2d. The middle may be included between the foresaid 

line and a line drawn from the east end of Lake Erie to 

where the mountains cross the New York state line-
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thence along the top of the Allegany ridge to the latitude 
of Washington-thence due east through Washington to 
the Atlantic. In this region the frost is less steady, 
though often severe ; and the rivers are frequently ob
structed by ice. Towards the south and east, the winter 
weather is variable, passing frequently from cold to mild, 
and from snow to rain. The winters commence 'about the 
middle of December, and end in February. The heat of 
summer commences in May, and ends in September. 

3d. The lzot climate may be defined by running a line 
along the ridge at the head of tide waters, from vVashing
ton through Richmond in Virginia, Raleigh in North 
Carolina, Columbia in South Carolina, Milledgeville in 
Georgia ; and extending from thence to where the 32d 
degree of latitude crosses the Mississippi above Natches. 
In this region, between that line and the Atlantic and 
Gulph of Mexico, frost and snow are but of short dura
tion, and to the south they are seldom seen. The winters 
are very variable, but generally pleasant and healthy. The 
summers commence in April and end in November; and 
the heat is often very oppressive. 

4th. The warm region extends from the last mentioned 
line to the foot of the mountains, and winding round their 
southern extremity in Georgia, latitude 34° '30', the line 
may thence be protracted due west to the Mississippi. In 
this region the weather is more settled, and though the 
summers have nearly the same duration as in , the hot 
region, the heat is more moderate. 

5th. The temperate region includes all the space beyond 
these lines as far west as the latitude of 17°, and north to 
lat. 43°; beyond which my researches did not extend. 
The summers commence in April, and end in October. 
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The winters commence in December, and end in :February. 
The springs and falls are delightful, and both sum1ners 

and winters are moderate. 
America was first discovered by Christopher Columbus, 

on the 12th of October, 1492. 

In 1499, an officer sailed on a voyage of discovery, ac
companied by Amerigo Vespucci, a Florentine, and a man 
of science, who, on his return to Europe, published the 

first description of the new world, in consequence of which 
he received an honour, eminently due to Columbus, that 
of affixing his name to this vast continent. 

The settlement of the United States i took place as 
follows: 

1610 Virginia 

1614 
5New York ? 
l New Jersey 5 

1623 New Hampshire 

_1627 S Delaware 7_ 
{ Pennsylvania S 

1628 Massachusetts 
1633 Maryland 
1635 Connecticut 
1635 Rhode Island 
1699 South Carolina 
1728 North Carolina 
1732 Georgia 
17 64 Vermont 
1773 Kentucky 
1774 Tennessee 
1787 Ohio 

18.Q 3 Louisiana. 

by Lord Delawar 

by the Dutch 

by a small English colony 

by the Swedes & Finlanders 

by John Endicott & Co. 
by Lord Baltimore 
by Mr. Fenwick 
by Roger Williams 
by Governor 'Sayle 
from South Carolina 
by General Oglethorpe 
from· New England 
by Daniel Boone 
from North Carolina, &c. 
by the Ohio and other com

pames 
ceded by,France 
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District of Maine ~ 2,515 
1700,745 

41,273 18,463 20,403 22,079 l 8,291 39,131 17,827 21,290 21,464 969 228,705 
Massachusetts 68,930 34,964 45,018 45,854 · 34,976 66,881 33,191 46,366 ,r.9,229 39,894 6,737 472,040 
New Hampshire 34,284 17,840 18,865 20,531 14,462 32,313 17,259 20,792 21,940 15,204 970 214,460 
Vermont 38,082 18,347 19,678 20,791 13,053 36,621 17,341 20,983 20,792 l I,4,57 750 217,895 
Rhode Island 10,735 5,554 7,250 6,765 5,439 10,555 5,389 7,520 7,635 6,372 3,609 108 76,931 
Connecticut 37,812 20,498 23,880 23,699 20,484 35,913 18,931 24,973 26,293 22,696 6,453 310 261,942 
New York 165,933 73,702 85,779 94,882 53,985 157,945 68,811 85,139 85,805 46,718 25,333 15,017 959,049 
New Jersey 37,814 18,914 21,231 21,394 16,004 36,062 17,787 21,194 21,359 15,109 7,843 I0,851 245,562 
Pennsylvania 138,464 62,606 74,203 74,193 52,100 131,769 60,943 75,960 70,826 45,740 22,492 795 810,091 
Delaware 9,632 4,480 5,150 5,866 2,878 9,041 4,370 5,541 5,527 2,876 13,136 4,177 72,674 
Maryland 38,613 18,489 22,688 25,255 15,165 36,137 17,833 2S,875 22,908 14,154 33,927 111,502 . 380,546 
Virginia 97,777 42,919 51,473 52,567 35,302 90,715 42,207 54,899 51,163 32,512 30,570 392,518 974,622 
Ohio 46,623 18,119 20,189 22,761 11,965 4,4,192 16,869 19,990 19,436 8,717 1,899 230,760 
Kentqcky 65,134 26,804 29,772 29,553 17,542 60,776 25,743 29,511 25,920 13,482 1,713 80,561 406,511 
North Carolina 68,036 30,321 34,630 34,,456 21,189 65,4,21 30,053 , 37,933 33,944 20,427 10,266 · 168,824 555,500 
East Tennessee 18,392 7,618 8,266 ·7,539 4,998 17,416 7,216 8,559 7,348 4,129 510 9,376 101,367 I 261,727 West Tennessee 26,102 9;552 11,220 12,418 5,658 24,394 9,l 13 11,305 I0,276 4,356 807 35,159 160,360 
South Carolina 39,669 17,193 20,933 20,488 11,304 37,4-97 16,629 20,583 18,974, 10,926 4,554 196,365 415,115 Total in the 
Georgia 28,002 11,951 14,085 14,372 7,435 26,283 11,237 13,461 12,350 6,238 1,801 105,218 252,433 United States, 

7,036,563 
Territory of Orleans 5,848 2,491 2,963 5,130 2,508 5,384 2,588 · 2,874 3,026 1,499 7,585 34,,660 76,556 ------

Mississippi 4,217 I,637 2,692 3,160 1,144 4,015 1,544. 2,187 1,753 675 24-0 17,088 40,352 
Louisiana 3,438 I,345 1,568 2,069 9.67 3,213 l,'265 1,431 1,369 562 607 3,011 20,845 
Indian,a 4-,923 I,9'22 2,284 ~,316 1,125 4,555 1,863 2,228 1,880 794 393 237 24,520 
Illinois 2,266 945 1,274 I,339 556 2,019 791 1,053 894 364 613 168 12,282 
Michigan 800 351 583 763 340 640 332 368 311 130 120 24 4,762 Total in the Grand 

District of Columbia 2,479 1,158 I,520 2,107 866 2,538 1,192 1,653 1,734 832 2,549 5,39 s' 24.,023 
Territories, Total, 

203,340 7,239,903 

1,035,278 468,183 547,597 572,347 364,736 981,426 448,324 561,668 544,,LS6 338,378 186,446 1,191,364 7,239,903 -
T6 .fare Page 43'1' 





STATIS11 ICAL ·TABL:E 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

;... 
..c: Members to 

Extent. Area. Population. 
C.l • 

Chief Towns. Seats of Govemment. p..,£ I,) • 
ell~ Congress. 

rJJ'""' C.l § 

STATES. 
~ s o.~ - Climate. Produce. c<l <:) ... ..0 

l=_ 
:~ a rJJ ell I Distance By By 

Greatest Greatest "@ ::, o ..i:: 

Miles. Acres. 1790. 
;... i:: Name. Population. Name. Latitude. Longitude. from Census Census 

Length. Breadth. 
1810. ..i:: O" Q ..... 

i:: rJJ < 1--4 VVashington. 1800. 1810. 

-- -----------------
New Hampshire 182 92 9,491 6,074,240 141,885 183,858 214,460 23 28 Portsmouth 6,934 Concord 43° 14' N. 5°2l'E. 552 5 6 Coldest. Grain, cattle, &c. 

Vermont 166 93 10,237 6,551,680 85,539 154,465 217,895 21 30 Springfield 2,757 Montpelier 44 14 4 24 581 4 6 Do. Do. do, 

Massachusetts f 190 100 8,765 5,609,600 378,787 422,845 472,040 54 12 Boston 33,250 Boston 42 23 5 56 481 I 17 20 Do. Do. do. 

District of Maine 250 192 34,000 21,760,000 96,540 151,71!! 228,705 7 95 Portland I 7,169 Portland 43 36 6 42 603 Do. Do. do. 
I 

' Rhode Island 45 43 I,548 990,720 68,825 69,122 76,931 50 13 Providence I 10,071 Providence 41 52 5 27 439 2 2 Do. Do. do. 

Connecticut 83 72 4,400 2,816,000 237,946 251,002 26J,94,2 60 lOlNewhaven 5,772 Hartford 41 45 4 11 370 7 7 Do. Do. do. 

New York 340 317 52,125 33,360,000 340,120 586,203 959,049 18 34New York 96,373 Albany 42 38 3 12 400 17 27 Do. Do. do. 

New Jersey 145 60 7,920 5,068,800 184,139 211,149 245,562 31 21 Trenton 3,002 Trenton 40 14 2 17 176 6 6 Middle. Do. do.. 

Pennsylvania 320 162 49,390 31,609,600 434,373 602,365 810,091 16 39 Philadelphia 111,210 Harrisburg 40 16 15 142 18 23 Do. Do. do. 

Delaware 100 37 2,200 1,408,000 59,094 64,273 72,674 33 19 Wilmington 4,416 Dover 39 8 l 33 141 l 2 Do. Do. do. 

Maryland 212 123 14,000 8,960,000 319,728 349,692 380,546 27 21 Baltimore 35,583 Annapolis 38 58 35 40 9 9 Do. Do. tobacco. 

District of Columbia 10 10 100 64,000 24,023 240 Washington 8,208 WASHINGTON 38 53 Do. 

Virginia 442 235 70,500 45,120,000 747,610 886,149 974,622 14 46 Richmond 9,735 Richmond 37 31 36W. 126 22 23 w·arm. Do. do. 

North Carolina 472 188 50,500 32,320,000 393:751 H8,l03

1 

555,500 11 58 Newbern 2,500 Raleigh 35 52 l 39 295 12 13 Do. Do. do, cotton. 

South Carolina 236 210 33,880 21,683,200 249,073 345,591 415,115 12 52 Charleston 24,711 Columbia 33 58 3 45 51 l 8 9 Do. Cotton, rice. 

Georgia 305 259 60,000 38,400,000 82,548 162:684 252,433 4 152 Savannah 5,215 Milledgeville 32 58 6 13 702 4 6 Do. Do. do. 

Ohio 228 227 43,860 28,070,400 45,365 230,760 5 121 Cincinnati 2,540 Zanesville 39 57 4 49 389 l 6 remperate. Grain, cattle, &c. 

Kentucky 328 183 40,110 25,670,400 73,677 220,960 406,511 IO 68 Lexington 4,326 Frankfort 38 13 7 38 560 6 10 Do. Do. do. 

Tenness·ee 420 104 43,200 27,648,000 35,691 105,602 261,727 6 106 Knoxville 1,000 Knoxville 35 55 6 58 547 3 6 Do. Cotton, grain, &c. 

Louisiana 300 241 41,000 26,24,0,000 76,556 2 356 New Orleans 17,242 New Orleans 29 57 12 53 1462 I Hottest. Do. sugar, rice. 

Mississippi Territory 390 278 88,680 56,755,200 8,850 40,352 1406 Natches I,51 l Natches 31 35 14 25 1247 Do. Do. rice, grain. 

Indiana Territory 284 155 39,000 24,960,000 5,641 24,,520 1019 Vincennes 670 Vincennes 38 51 IO 18 743 Temperate. Grain, cattle, &c. 

Illinois Territory 347 206 52,000 33,280,000 12,282 2718 Kaskaskia 622 Kaskaskia 37 59 12 29 903 Do. Do. do. 

Michigan Territory 256 I 54, 34,,820 22,284,800 3,206 4,,762 4680 Detroit 1,650 Detroit 42 24, 5 53 818 Do. Grain and cattle. 

Louisiana Territory 1494 886 985,250 630,560,000 20,845 30250 St. Louis 1,soo St. Louis 38 38 12 53 975 Do. Grain, cotton, rice. 

· North-Wes't Territory 486 4,17 106,830 68,371,200 : .. ------
1,883,806 1205,635,84,0 3,929,326 5,308,84,4,17 ,239,903 14,2 182 

-·-·--···~--
To face Page 437, 
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The following are some of the most remarkable events 

before and since the revolution. 

17 6 5 The statn p act passed 

1773 The tea destroyed at Boston 

1774 The first congress held 

177 5 Battles of Lexington and Bunker's-hill 

1776 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, July 4th 

1778 Articles of confederation agreed on 

1780 Surrender of Lord Cotrtwallis, October 19th 

1782 Treaty of peace, November 30t~ 

1787 The federal constitution adopted· 

1789 George Washington elected president 

1797 John Adams elected president 
1801 Thomas Jefferson elected president 
1809 James Madison elected president -

1812 War declared against Britain, June 18th 

The annexed statistical table presents a summary view 

of 
I 
the extent of the country, population, chief towns, 

climate, produce, &c. 

The agriculture and produce of the several states and 

territories have been noticed. 
The progress of manufactures has also been attended to1 ' 

particularly in a review of the secretary of the treasury's 

report, Vol. I. page 393; I may here add a brief ab

stract of a late compilation by Dr. Mitchell, of New· 

York, from documents in the treasury department!', 

Vermont 
Massachusetts 

Sheep~ 

Carried over 

450,000 
299,182 

749,182 
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Brought over 
Connecticut 
Pennsylvania 

749,182 
400,000 

1,469,918 

2,719,100 
There appears to be no return from the other states, but 

sheep are abundant in all of them. 

Saltpetre .. lbs. 
Virginia 48,175 
Kentucky 303,137 
Massachusetts 25,600 

----
375,612 

Sugar. 

lbs. 
Ohio 3,033,806 
Kentucky 2,471,647 
E. Tennessee 162,240 
Vermont 1,200,000 

----
6,877,793 

Combs. 

value 
Connecticut S 70,00(:) 

' Massachusetts 80,624 
P,ennsy 1 vania 6,340 

----
Z 156,964 

----
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West Tennessee 
Vermont 

Copperas. 

Straw Bonnets. 

Massachusetts 
Connecticut 

lbs. 
56,000 

8,000 

64,000 

559,918 
27,100 

587,018 

Gun-powder mills, 207-lbs. 1,450,000 
Furnaces, forges, &c. 530 
Paper mills, 190 

439 

Cotton mills, 1st August, 1810, 330-spindles, 100,000 
Cotton yarn, 500,000 lbs. 
Looms, 330,000 
Yards of cloth, 75,000,00 
Fulling mills, 1630 
Carding machines, 1825* 

* It will be readily perceived that this is only a partial account. 
It is to be regretted that a more general return is not made when 

the census is taken. Materials for a very valuable set of statistical 
tables might be collected every 10 years, along with the names of the 
inhabitants. Indeed it would be an easy matter to procure materials 
for a national geogra/ihy, which might be published every 10 years, 

under the auspices of the United States. The profits on the sal~ of 
such a work would do much more than defray the expence of a 
national geographical establishment. It is also to be regretted, I 

think, th?,-t the returns frnm a number of the districts are defecti.ye, 
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The foreign commerce of the United States has suffered 
severely by the restrictions of foreign po.vvers ; and it will 
now be ma~erially affected, no doubt, by the pres~nt war; 
but such is the profusio~1 of provisions and raw materials 
in the United States, which some of the belligerent powers 
cannot do very well without, that there must be a conside. 
rable export trade under any circumstances. 

In 1800 the exports amounted to S 70,971,780 
In 1805 do. domestic produce 42,387,002 

Foreign do. 53,179,019 

----·- 95,566,021 
In 1810 domestic 

Foreign 
do. 42,366,675 
do. 24,391,295 

----- 66,757,970 
And the following table exhibits the last return at the 

treasury-office. 

UNITED ST ATES' EXPORTS . 

.A su'Jnmary of the value of exports from each state. 
DOMESTIC. FOREIGN. TOT AL. 

N. Hampshire 315,054 53,809 368,863 
Vermont 538,306 32,798 571,104 
Massachusetts 6,042,645 5,192,820 11,235,465 
Rhode Island 944,868 626,556 1,571,424 
Connecticut 994,216 38,138 1,032,354 
New York 8,747,700 3,518,515 12,266,215 

----- ---- -----
Carried over 17,582,789 9,462,636 27,045,425 

in so far as they do not state the population in to,wns and cities. The 

inhabitants are included in the general return for the respective 

£ounties, but, were the particular enumeration in each town and city 
kept separate, it would be more satisfactory. 
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DOMESTIC. FOREIGN.' TOT AL. 

Bro't. forward 17,582,789 9,462,63.6 27,045,425 
New Jersey 1,871 1,871 
Pennsylvania 5,694,447 3,865,670 9,560,ll7 
Delaware 76,945 11,687 88,632 
Maryland 4,553,582 2,.280,405 6,833,987 
*D. Columbia 2,060,331 2,920 2,063,251 
Virginia 4,798,612 23,695 4,822,3-07 
N. Carolina 793,975 4,001 797,976 
S. Carolina 4,650,984 210,295 4,861,279 
Georgia 2,557,225 11,641 2,568,866 
1'Ter. U.S. 2,523,282 149,840 2,673,122 

----- ----- -----
TOTAL $45,294,043 16,022,790 61,316,833 

---- ----- ----- -----
·*Georgetown 61,966 1,810 63,776 
Alexandria 1,998,364 1,110 1,999,474 

----- ----- ------
TOTAL $2,060,330 2,920 2,063,250 

---- ----- ----- -----

i-Michigan Ter. 19,997 1,632 21,629 

Mississippi do. 1,441 1,441 

New Orleans 2,501,842 14<8,208 2,650,050 

----- ~ ----- -. ----
TOTAL $2,523,280 149,840 2,673,120 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Register's office, Jan. 20tlz, 1812. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

VOL. U. 3K 
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By 'an average of 1802, 3, and 4, the imports were 
From Britain and colonies .S 35,968,890 

Holland, France, Spain, Italy, &c. 25,471,110 
Northern powers, Prussia, Germa-

ny, &c. 7,093,330 
Portugal, &c. I, 106,670 
China and other native powers in 

Asia 
All other countries 

Of these were re-exported, 
Manufactured goods 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Other articles 

9,778,000 
7,533,000 
5,777,800 
5,355,500 

4,868,89() 

835,560 

S 75,334,450 

28,444,300 

Leaving for the United States S 46,890,150 

Of which about 30,000,000 dollars may be reckoned 
for clothing. 

The imports from Britain were as above 
The' exports to Britain w~re 

Balance in favour of Britain 

35,968,890 

23,100,000 

S 12,868,890 

. The exports tooth~r European powers were 45,333,340 
The imports from these pO\,vers were 33,662,230 

Balance against these powers S 11,671,110 
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In 1805, 6, and 7, the exports to and imports from Ame
rica in B2citain stood as follows : 

Exports. Imports. 
1805 £:. 11,446,093 £· 4,076,803 
1806 12,865,551 4,360,743 
1807 12,097,942 6,531,410 

-·-·----· -------·. 
£· 36,409,486 £· 14,978,956 

----- ----
Balance in favour of Britain in these three 

years £. 21,430,530 
In federal currency 95,266,800 dollars. 

The following extract from Blodget's statistical tables 
of 1809, shows the progress of society, and national 
wealth. 

United States' territory 
Improved la11ds 
Dwelling-houses 
Colleges 
Academies 

Horses 
Cattle 
Roads and canals 

Bridges 
Shipping 
Metallic medium 

Banks 92 
Bank-notes in circulation 

,Insurance companies' capital 

1280,000,000 
40,950,000 

1,375,000 
25 
74 

1,400,000 
3,660,00Q 

value .S 11,500,000 
do. 5,000,000 

tons 1,250,000 
$ 20,500,000 

capital 51,500,000 
18,500,000 

18,600,000 
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National Funds. 

Lots in W ashingion 
"\tV estern public lands 
Louisiana lands 

1,500,000 -
250,000,000 
400,000,000 

. National debt 
Sinking fund 

S 651,500,000 
93,119,694 
27,597,968 

65,521,726 
---S 585,978,274 

\ The land in this statement is valued at 1 dollar per 
acre. 

The total value of the United States is .. estimated at 
2510,000,000 dollars. 

The federal government have attended to objects. of naR 
tional · improvement with laudable care ; numerous public 
works have been promoted within these last 10 years; the 
arrangements made in the state of Ohio to promote educa
tion are a proof of their attention t0 that subject. They are 
precluded by the constitution from running lines of roads 
or canals through the union, without consent of the indivi
dual states ; but this important subject has met with due at
tention, and an 'elegant plan was devised for· improving the 
country by these means, which, but for the subsequent dif
ficulties in the foreign relations, would probably have been 
by this time in practical operation. As it is probable that 
this important subject will be resumed at a future period, I 
shall here giv~ an outline of the various works contemplat~ 
ed in the secretaty of the treasury's luminous report. 
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I may first notice that the United States have already, 

with the assent of the states, agreed to make, at their sole 

expence, a road from Cumberland, on the Potomac, to 

Brownsville, on the Monongahela, which is the only work 
of the kind they have undertaken. 

The following tables will exhibit a view of the differeht 
ca~1als and roads, contemplated in the report. 

I. LINE OF CANALS ALONG THE ATLANTIC ,coAsT. 

Canals. Direction. 

. Massachusetts V\/ eymouth to ·Tr.unton. 
New Jersey Brunswick to Trenton. 
Delaware and 

Christiana to Elk 
Chesapeak 

'.26 260 
28 100 

22 148 

~hesapeake and , . . 
Albemarle. Elizabeth river to Pasquotank. 22 40 

Expence 
Dollars . 

1,250,000 
soo,ooo 
750,000 

250,000 

98 548 3,050,000 

These canals are calculated for flea vessels, and, should 

they be completed, will perfect an internal navigation from 

Boston to St. l\1ary's, in Georgia, a distance, in a direct 

line, of more than 1000 miles. 

II. IMPROVEMENT OF IN LA.ND NAVIGATION., 

Improvement of the navigation of the Susque~ 

hannah, Potomac, James, and Santee rivers, from 
the tide-waters to the highest practical point, to 
be effected principally by canals round the falls, 

where practicable, and by locks when necessary 1,soq;ooo 
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Bro't forward 1,500,000 
Canal at the falls of Ohio, two miles long, and 

from 16 to 27 feet deep, 20 feet wide in bottom, 
and 68 at top, and having three locks 300,000 

Improvement of the navigation of the North 
river, and a canal from thence to lake Champlain, 
the distance from -Waterford to Skeensborough 
being 50 miles 800,000 

Improvement of the navigation from Albany, 
through the Mohawk and Oswego rivers, to lake 
Ontario 2,200,000 

Canal for sloop navigation round the falls of 
Niagara 1,000,000 

S 5,800,000 

III. TURNPIKE ROADS. 

A great road extending from Maine to Geor
gia, in the general direotion of the sea-coast and 
main post-road, and passing through all the prin
cipal sea-ports, in length 1600 mi1es, estimated 
at 3000 dollars per mile 4,800,000 

\ 

Four great artificial roads from the four great 
western rivers, the Allegany, :Monongahela, Ken
haway, and Tenessee, to the nearest correspond
ing Atlantic rivers, the Susquehannah or Juniata, 
the Potomac, James river, and either the Santee 
or Savannah; to unite on each river points from 
which there is a navigation downwru:d, estimated 

Carried over 4,800,000 
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Bro't forward 4,800,000 

at 100 miles each, being 400 miles, at 7000 dol-

lars per mile 2,800,000 

A post-road from. the Tuscarawa branch of 

the Muskingum to Detroit, distance about 200 

miles; 
Another from Cincinnati to St. Louis, by 

Vincennes, distance 300 miles ; 

And another from Nashville, in Ten·nessee, at 

Athens, in Georgia, to Natches, distance 500 

miles; 
In all 1000 miles, at 200 dollars per mile 200,000 

S 7,800,000 

In pointing out these lines of communication, 

the great geographical features of the country 

were solely attended to; and, to equalize the ad .. 

vantages to all the states, a fund was contem-

plated for local improvements, amounting to 3,400,000 

Which added to the sum estimated for gene-

ral improvements 16,600,000 

would make an aggregate of S 20,000,000 

It was suggested that an annual appropriation of two 

millions of dollars, would accomplish all these great objects 

in 10 years. 
In estimating the resources of the nation, with a view to 

this appropriation, it was stated, that by the estimate of a 
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peace establishment, computed for the years 1809-1815, 
the annual reveni1e would be S 14,000,000 

And the expenditure as follows : 
Annual fund for the discharge of the na-

tional debt 4,600,000 
Expences of government 3,500,000 
Contingencies 400,000 

--- 815-00,000 

Leaving a surplus of S 5,500,000 

It was calculated that three millions applied ammally, 
during 10 years, would arm every man in the United 
States; fill the public arsenals and magazines; erect every 
bnttery and fortification which could be manned; and 
even, if thought eligible, build a navy : leaving a surplus 
of 2,500,000 dollars per annum. 

Amongst the resources of the nation, exclusively of the 
lands in Louisiana, the general government possess 100 

millions of acres of land, north-west of the Ohio, and near 
50 millions south of the state of Tennessee; and it was 
believed that it would answer a good purpose, to apply 
the proceeds exclusively to promote the improvement of 
the country ; the more, because the contemplated two 
millions could only be appropriated in time of peace, 
whereas this ·could be applied permanently, until the most 
important improvements were effected. It was added, 
" the fund created by these improvements would afterward 
become a perpetual fund for still further improvements." 

The report remarks, that " the general utility of artifi
cial roads and canals, is, at this time, so universally admit. 
ted, as hardly to require any additional proofs. It is suf~ 
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:ficiently evident, that, whenever the annual expence of 
transportation on a certain route, in its natural state, ex
ceeds the interest on the capital employed in improving 
the communication, and the annual expence of transporta
tion by the improved route; the difference is an additional 
income to the nation. Nor does, in that case, the general 
result vary, although the tolls may not have been fixed 
at a· rate sufficient to pay the undertakers the interest of 
the capital laid out. They, indeed, when that happens, 
lose; but the community is benefitted by the under
taking." It follows, that all public works, which are 
deemed essential, and which do not yet hold out a prospect 
of remuneration to indzviduals, should be executed exclzt
sively by the public, and for public account. 

The report states, " that the price of labour is not con* 
sidered as a formidable obstacle, because, whatever it may 
be, it equally affects the expence of transportation, which 
is saved by the improvement." The importance of this re
mark is self-evident, and it may be strengthened by the 
application of the national force, to promote national ob
jects, by the employment of the army in time of peace. 
Every nation must have a hired army, to a certain extent, 
and, by a judicious application of their labour, a great 
many national objects might be promoted ; the condition 
of the men might be improved by an allowance of addi
tional pay for their labour, while the employment itself is 
favourable to virtuous habits, and is perhaps the best 
means of uniting the duties of the citizen with the soldier. 

The federal revenue consists mostly of a tax on imports 
and tonnage, with the produce of the sale of the new 
lands. It has been already stated, that the revenue for a 

VOL. II. I 3 I. 
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peace establishment; from 1809 to 1815, was calculated 
at S 14,000,000 
-While the expences of government, 

including contingencies, amount-
ed only to 3,900,000 

And the annual fund for paying off 
the national debt 4,600,000 

___ ,__ 8,500,000 

Leaving a surplus for national improvements of S 5,500,000 

But, in consequence of the interruption of the foreign 
commerce of the United States by the belligerent powers 
of Europe, the revenue has been materially affected; while 
preparations for a state of hostility have increased the ex
penditure, ·and exhausted the treasury; so that all the con~ 
templated improvements have, for the- present, been laid 
aside ; and hostilities having actually taken place between · 
the United States and Great Britain, the war will, in all 
probability, be prodtictive of events that will call for an 
entirely new system of policy, as to the national revenue. 
In the mean time, a temporary expedient has been resort
ed to by raising a new loan of 11,000,000 dollars; and 
100 per cent. has been added to the duties on tonnage and 
imports*. 

* It has always appeared to me, that a very simple expedient 
might be resort~d, to, 'Which would meet any deficiency in the na
tional revenue, and supersede the nec~ssity of loans and excises; 
while it would render the country, so far as the finances are con· 
cerned, completely independent of foreign trade. 

,Fir8t, The duties on tonnage and imports should be con
tinued; and to give facility to the progress of the rising· 
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The federal currency is very simple. The dollar is esq 

tablished as. the money unit, proceeding dmvnwards by 

manufactures, they should be lowered or raised accordiQg 
to existing circumstances. I doubt the policy, however, of 
making them, in any case, exceed 20 per cent., as that holds 
out too great temptation to smugglers. These duties, even 
in time of war, including that on salt, I would estimate at 4,000,000 

Second. A national bank might be instituted on the fol-
lowing principles : 

1st. The capital stock of the bank may be fixed at 
30,000,000 dollars, of which the United States might fur
nish 20,000,000 dollars, the basis being land, and the indi
vidual states the other 10,000,000 dollars. 

2d. The bank to be established at vVashington, and the 
directors and other office-bearers to be appointed by con
gress. 

3d. A branch to be established in every state, with con

sent of the resjzective state legislatures, who may appoint 
one half of the office-bearers, and the quota of the stock, 
for that state, to be. applied exclusively to the branch es
tablished in it. 

4th. To preserve a uniformity of circulating medium, 
the whole of the notes to be issued at the seat of govern~ 

ment, and to be exchanged at all the branches. 
5th. The bank and its branches to be so organized, as to 

facilitate a general exchange throughout the United States: 
e. g. a person at New Orleans wishes to remit to Philadel
phia ; he could pay the amount into the one branch bank, 
and get a draft on the other; and so on throughout the 

union. 
As the Jira.fits of a well organized bank are very great, 

I would be inclined to value a revenue resulting from a na-
tional bank, at 2,000,000 

Third. The deficiency might be contributed by the seve-
ral states, according to the extent of the population. For 
example, suppose the sum wanted be 6,688,230, it would 
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the decimal ratio of tens to dimes, cents, and mills; and u11-
wards to eagles of 10 dollars value, which is the largest gold 

be apportibned among the several states and territories, 
nearly as follows: 

New Hampshire S 214,,070 

Vermont 
Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 

Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgie\ 
Ohio 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 

Lou~sia:µl;). 

217,595 

697,763 

75,445 

259,236 

942,909 

238,084 

800,987 

65,848 

322,374 

20,845 

805,426 

483,864 

334,748 

209,628 

230,000 

373,600 

243,387 

58,658 

33,42 l 

24,268 

11,970 

4,704 

19,400 

S 6,688,230 

There may be some objections to this plan that I am not aware 
of; but, if they are not insuperable, the subject well deserves legis· 
lative consideration. The public exigences must be provided for, 
and a mode by which the taxes can be raised equally, and with the 
least possible trouble and expence,. is the best. I know of none that 



UNITED ST ATES. 453 

coin. In money transactions, the terms dollars and cents 
only are used, and these terms comprehend all the others, 
except the lowest, which is seldom used at all. For ex
ample, 86 eagles, 4 dollars, 5 dimes, and 7 cents are ex
pressed thus, $ 864.57 = eight hundred and sixty-four 
dollars and fifty-seven cents. 

In 1792 a law was passed to establish a mint, and the 
following coins were struck. OF GoLD ; eagles, half-ea
gles, quarter-eagles. OF SrL VER; dollars, half-dollars, 
quarter-dollars, dimes, half-dimes. OF Co PP ER; cents, 
half-cents. 

The gold coins consist of eleven parts of pure gold and 
one of alloy ; the alloy is composed of silver and copper._ 
The silver coins consist of 1485 parts of pure silver, and 
179 of copper. 

The weight and value of the several coins, and the pro
portion they bear to British sterling money is exhibited in 
the following table. 

would combine these advantages so completely as that aJluded to. 
In a period of peace, this plan would not require to be operated 
upon ; and, in a period of war, the sum would never probably be so 
great as to be much felt by any of the states. The advantage of 
having a plan to meet any contingency, always in reserve, is self~ 
evident. 

As to the national lands, the proceeds should, I think, in terms of 
the secretary of the treasury's report referred to, be devoted exclu~ 
,sively to promote objects of national utility. 
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Weight in grains. Value in 
Value in British 

Metal. Coin. ------- dollars 
sterling. Pure. Standard. and cents. 

Gold Eagles 247! 270 ~ 10 00 J;. 2 5 
Half do. 123 3 

4 135 5 00 1 2 6 
Quarter 6lt 67} 2 50 11 3 

Silver Dollars 371-} 416 l 00 4 6 
Half do. 185-§- 208 50 2 3 
Quarter 92H- 104 25 1 J! 

2 

Dimes S7lk 41-f 10 5Tt 
Half do. 18-y~ 20{ 5 2-/o 

Copper Cents 168 1 1 4 
2100 

Half do. 84 1 1 2 
2" 410 0 

The advantage of a currency arranged decimally over 
any other may be illustrated by some examples. 

£. s. d. dollars. 
Addition 12 13 10} - 56.41 

7 19 5~ 4 - 35.44 
----

30 13 4.! - 91.85 4 

----

Subtraction 12 13 10} - 56.41 
7 19 5~ 

4 - 35.44 
----
4 14 43 

4 = 20.97 
----
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Multiplication by 15 
. £. s.: d. 

12 13 10} _ 

20 

243 
12 

3046 
4 

12186 
15 

---
60930 

12186 

---
4)182790 

---
12)45697 1 

2 

20)3808 l 

190 8 l{ 

dollars. 
56.41 

15 

28205 
5641 

846.15 

455 
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Division by 15. 
£ .. s. d. 
12 13 10-l -

20 

253 
12 

3046 
4 

4 
15) 12186 ( 812 

120 12)203 
£. 0 16 11 

18 
15 

36 

32 

4 

dollars. 
15)56. 41(3. 7~: 

45 

114 
105 

91 
90 

1 

It would be of great importance if weights and measure-s 
could also be arranged decimally. 

In such an extensive country, -partaking of very different 
local circumstances the manners and morals of the com
munity must exhibit a great variety. Generally speaking, 
every state has its own peculiar features; and the ~mbjects 
alluded to have been noticed in the view of the various 
states and territories. Education and literature have als~ 
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been noticed, and I may here remark, m general, that 
there are few of the inhabitants of the United States who 
cannot read and write. Knowledge has been very general
ly diffused by books and pamphlets, and more newspapers 
are circulated than in any other country in the world*. 

* Isaiah Thomas, Esq. of ,vorcester, Massachusetts, has lately 
published a very val nab le work entitled, THE HrsToR Y oF PRINT· 
ING IN A1vrnRrcA, from which I have extracted the following table: 

No. of impres-
Numb, of sions of each, 
Papers, Published averaged at Total Amount. 

New Hampshire, suj1/1lies 12 weekiy, at 1000 624,000 

Massachusetts 9 twice a week, 1600 1,497,600 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 
Vermont 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

VOL. II. 

23 weekly, 1150 1,375,400 

---- 2,873,000 
1 twice a week, 800 83,200 

6 weekly, 800 249,600 

---- 332,800 

11 weekly, 1150 657,800 

14 weekly, 800 582,400 

7 daily, 600 1,310,4,00 

9 twice a week, 800 748,800 

so weekly, 300 2,oso,000 

---- 4,139,200 

8 weekly, 800 332,800 

_9 daily, 625 1,755,000 

I three times, 800 124,800 

3 twice a week, 800 249,600 

58 weekly, 800 2,412,800 

4,542,200 

2 twice a week, 800 166,400 

S daily, 600 ~36,000 

5 three times, 600 468,000 

1 twice a week1 800 83,200 

10 weekly, 800 416,000 

1,903,200 

3M 
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A great many public libraries have been established ; 
and there are numerous institutions for the encouragement 

of science and literature. 

District of Columbia 1 daily, 600 187,200 

3 three times, 800 374,400 

1 twice a week, 800 83,200 

I weekly, 800 41,600 

---- 686,40G 

Virginia 1 three times, 800 124,800 

6 twice a week, 800 499,200 

16 weekly, 800 665,600 

----1,289,600 

North Carolina 10 weekly, 800 416,000 

South Carolina 3 daily, 500 468,000 

2 twice a week, 800 166,400 

5 weekly, 800 208,000 

---~ 842,400 

Georgia 1 three times, 800 124,800 

2 twice a week, 800 166,400 

10 weekly, 800 416,000 

707,200 

Kentucky 17 weekly, 700 618,800 

Ohio 14 weekly, 650 473,200 

Tennessee 6 weekly, 550 171,600 

Indiana Territory 1 ,v,:eekly, 300 15,600 

Mississippi Territory 4 weekly, 400 83,200 

Territory of Orleans 2 daily, 450 280,800 

4 three times, 500 312,000 

2 nvice a week, 500 104,000 

2 ,vcck;r, 500 52,000 

---- 748,800 

Louisian,t l weekly, 300 15,600 

-----
359 22,222,200 
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The original bond of union among the states, was for 
mutual protection and defence; but it was vague and un-, 

By this table, it appears that the number of newspapei's amounts 

to 22,222,200; and Ml'. Thomas says it may be viewed as considera~ 

bly uncle!' the real numbel'. The total amount, he thinks, may, with

out exaggeration, be estimated at t<zumty-two millions, five hundred 

tlwn.rnnd. In Britain and Ireland the newspaper establishments 

amount to 228; and the whole of the public journals issued annually 

from the various presses are computed at twenty million fivr: lzun
cl;·,,cf thousand. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Thomas last spring;, ·when he 

showed me the first book printed in America, in the year 1640. It 

is a psalm-book of 300 pages crown octavo, bound in vellum, and is 

attended by this very sing·ular circumstance, that on the left hand 
page throughout the book the word PsALM is spelled as it should 

he; at the head of every right hand page it is spelled "PsALME.'' 

I was shown also the first newsjwjzer printed in America. It is 

entitled " The Boston Ne'lvsletter, from Monday, April 17th, to Mon
day, April 24th, 1704.,, published 'by authority." On looking into it, 

the first article I saw had reference to the land of my nativity, and I 
made the following extract from _it in "my pocket-book." 

" From the London Flying Post, from December 2d to 4th, 1703. 

"Letters from Scotland bring us the copy of a sheet lately printed 

there, intitukd, a Seasonable Alarm for Scotland, in a letter from a 

clergyman in the city to his friend in the country, concerning the 

jzresent danger of the kingdom, and of the protestant religion." The 

letter takes notice that papists swarm in the m::..ion, that they traffic. 

mol'e avowedly than formerly, and that of late many scores of priests 

and jesuits had come thither from France, and had gone to the high

lands, and other places in the country; that the ministers of the 

north had giYen long lists of them to the committee of the general 

assembly, to be laid before the pri,·y council, &c. 

The state of literature in a country may be partly inforred from 
the quantity of p.1per manufactured. Mr. Thomas says, "from the 

information I ha,·c collected, it appears that the mills for manufac~ 

turing p:1pc.;r are as follows:-
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defined ufitil the 9th July, 1778, when "Articles ef Con-
federation and Perpetual Union" were agreed upoh by 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
On the 1st March, 1781, Maryland acceded by her represen
fatives in congress; and the articles were finally ratified. 
These articles continued to regulate the proceedings of the 
general government until the year 1787, when anew CoN
STITUTION was _adopted, of which the following are the 
o.utlines. 

1st. The LEGISLATVE POWER is vested in a congress 
of the United States, consisting of a senate and house of 
r:eptesentatives. 

New Hampshire 7 Virginia 4 

Massachusetts 38 South Carolina 
Rhode 'Island 4 Kentucky 6 

Connecticut 17 Tennessee 4 

Vermont 9 Pennsylvania about 60 

New York 12 In all the other states 
Delaware 4 an'd territories 16 

Maryland 3 

Total 185 

From Dr. Mitchell's report, the numbers appear to be 190. 

The paper manufactured annually at these mills is estimated as 
follows: 

tons. reams. value. 
, For newspapers 500 50,000 S 150,000 

For books 630 70,000 245,000 

For writing 650 111,000 333,000 

For wrapping· 800 100,000 83,000 

2580 331,00Q 8 811,000 
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The members of the h(J'use ef representatives are chosen 
every second year by the people of the several· states ; and 
the electors in each state must have the qualifications re
quisite for the electors of the most numerous branch of the 
state legislature. A representative must be 25 year~ of 
age, and have been 7 years a citizen of the United States; 
and be an inhabitant of that state for ·which he shall be 
chosen. The representatives w-ill hereafter be chosen in 
the several states in the proportion of one for every 35,000, 

in which etmumeration the Indians and two-fifths of the 
people of colour are not included. 

The senate is composed of two members from each 
state, chosen for six years by the respective state lcgi&la
tures ; and the seats of one-third are vacated every two 
years. A senator must be 30 years of age, and have been 
9 years a citizen of the United States, and at the time of 
his election an inhabitant of the state for which he is chosen. 
The vice-president of the United States is president of the 

9enate, but has no vote unless they are equally divided. 
Congress must assemble at least once every year. 

Their meetings shall be on the first Monday in December, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day. ' 

No law can be passed without the concurrence of both 
houses. When that is obtained, it is presented to the pre
sident, who, if he approves, signs it; if not, he returns 
it, with his objections, for the reconsideration of congress, 
and it cannot in that case become a law without the con
currence of two-thirds of the members. The president 
must return it within 10 days, otherwise it becomes a law 

without his approbation. 
The congress have power-
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I. To lay and collect 'taxes, duties, imposts, and excises:, 
to pay the· debts and provide for the · common defence, and 
general welfare of the United States: but all duties, im
posts, and excises, shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

· It. To borrow money on the creait of the United 
States. 

III. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several states, and with the Indian tribes. 

IV. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization; and 
uniform laws on the subject of fuankruptcies, throughout 
the United States. 

V. To coin money; to regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin ; and fix the standard of ,veights and H1ea
sures. 

VI. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting 
the securities and current coin of the United States. 

VII. To establish post-offices and post-roads. 
VIII. To promote the progress of science and useful 

arts, by securing for limited times, to authors and inven
tors, the exclusive right to their re5pective lvritings and 
discoveries. 

IX. To constitute tribun~ls inferior to the supreme 
court. 

X. To define and punish piracies and felonies commit
ted on the high seas, and offences against the law. of na
tions. 

XI. To declare war; grant letters of marque .and repri
sal ; and make rules concerning captures on land and water. 

XII. To raise and support armies. But no appropria
tion of money for that use shall be for a longer term than 
t~vo years. 
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XIII .. To p~ovide and maintain a navy. 
XIV. To make rules for the government and regulation 

of the land and naval forces. 
XV. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 

the laws of the union, suppress insurrections, and repel in
vasions. 

XVI. To provide for organizing, arming, and discip .. 
lining the militia, and for governing such part of them as 
may be employed in the service of the United States ; re
serving to the states respectively the appointment of the offi
cers, and the authority of training the militia according to 
the discipline prescribed by congress. 

XVII. To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district ( not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the ac
ceptance pf congress, become the seat of government of 
the United States; and to exercise like authority over all 
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build

ings; and 
XVIII. To make all laws which shall be necessary and 

proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this constitution in the go
vernment of the United States, or any department or offi

(i)er thereof. 
The migration or importation of such persons, as any of 

the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall 
not be prohibited by the congress, prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight ; but a tax may be im
posed on such importation, not exceeding ten doliars fo1~ 

ooch person. 
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The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
$Uspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 
No cµpitation or other direct tax shall be hiid, i1nless in 

proportion to the census or enumeration herein befor~ di
rected to be taken . 

..No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
any state. No preference shall be given, by any regi1lation 
of commerce or :reven1,,1e, to the ports of one $tate, over 
those of another ; ~ nor shall vessels botind to or from <;me 
state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay dutie~ in qpother. 

No nion~y ~hall be drciwn from the treasury, but iri con
sequence· of appropriations made by law ; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of 
~u pqblio money shall be published from time to time. 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States : and no person, holding any office of profit or trust 
\mder them, sh,dl, without the consent of congress, accept 
of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kine). 
whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confede
ration ; grant letters of marque and reprisal ; coin money ; 
emit bills of credit ; make any thing but -gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts ; pass any bill of attajn .. 
der, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 
contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay any 
imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may 
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; 
and the net produce ~f all duties and imposts laid by any 
state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the trea• 
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sury of the United States; and all such laws shall be sub
ject to the revision and control of congress. No state shall, 
without the consent of congress, lay any duty on tonnage, 
keep troops, or ships of war, in time of peace, enter into 
any agreement or compact with another state, or with a fo
reign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or 
,in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 

The EXECUTIVE POWER is vested in a president, who 
is elected for four years, as follows : Each state appoints, 
in such a manner as the legislature may direct, a number 
of electors equal to the whole number of senators and re
presentatives, which that state sends to congress. But no 
senator or repre~entative, or person holding any office of 
trust or profit under the United States, can be an elector. 
The electors meet in their respective states, and vote by 
ballot for jJresident and vice-president, one of whom, at 
least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with 
themselves. The lists of the votes are sent to the seat of 
government, directed to the president of the ~enate; who, 
in presence of the senate and house of representatives, 
opens the certificates, and the votes are counted: The 
person having the greatest number of votes for president 
is declared to be elected to that office, provided he have 
the votes of a majority of all the electors appointed. If 
not, then from the persons having the greatest number of 
votes, not exceeding three, the house of representatives 
choose the president by ballot. No·person except a natu~ 
ral-born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the 
time of the adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible 
to the office of president; and he must be 35 years of age, 
and have resided l 1. years rvithin ~he United States . 

VOL. I:l'. .'3 N 
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The president shall be GOmrnander in chief of the army 
and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the se. 

veral states, when called into the actual service of the Unit. 
ed States. He may require the opinion, in writing, of the 

principal officers in each of the executive departments, up
tm any subject relating to the duties of their respective of. 

fices: and he shall have power to grant reprieves and par

dons, for offences against the United States, except in cases 

of impeachment. 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and con. 

sent of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of 
the senators present concur : and he shall nominate, and, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint 

ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, judges of 

the supreme court, and, all other officers of the United 

States, whose appointments are not otherwise provided 

for, and which shall be established by law. But the con

gress may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior 

officers, as they think ·proper, in the president ,alone, in the 

.courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies 

that may happen during the recess of the senate, by grant
ing c;ommissions, which shall expire at the end of their 
next session. 

~e shall, from time to time, give to the congress infor

mation of the state of the union ; and recommend to their 

consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient. He mav, on extraorclinarv occasions, convene 

both houses or eithe~ of them; and ii/case of clisabo-reement ' . 
between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he 

may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper. 

He shall receive an.1bassadors and other public ministers. 
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He shall take care that the. laws be faithfully ex·ecuted; and 
shall commission all the officers of the United States. 

The judicial power of the United States shall be vested 
in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts, as the 
congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall 
hold their offices during good behayiour; and sLdi, at stat
ed times, receive for their services a compensation, which 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. 

The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and 
equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of the Unit
ed. States, and treaties made, or which shall be made under 
their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers, and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the Unit
ed States shall be a party, to controversies between two 01· 

more states, between a state and citizens of another state, 
between citizens of different states, between citizens of the 
same state claiming lands under grants of differe:11t states, 
and between a state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign 
states, citizens, or subjects. 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public minis
~ters, and consuls, and those in which a state shall be a par
ty, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. In 
all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions, and under such regt~lations, as the 
congress shall make. 

The trial of all ci·imes, except in cases of impeachment, 
shall be by jury, ~nd such trial shall be held in the state 
where the said crimes shall have been committed ; but 
when not committed within any state, the trial shall qe at 
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such place 01~ places as the congress may by law have 

directed. 
_.. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the 

public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other 
state. And the congress may, by penal laws, prescribe the 
manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall 

be proved, and the effect thereof. 
New states may be admitted by the congress into this 

µnion ; but no new .state shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other state-nor any state be formed 
by the junction. of two or more states-without the consent 
of th~ legislatures of the- states concerned as well as of .the 
c-:0ngress. 

The congress shall have power to dispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States: and nothing 
in this constitution shall be so construed, as to prejudice 
any claims of the United States, or of any particular 
state. 

The United States shall guarantee to every state iii-this 
union a republican form of government ; and shall protect 
each of them against invasion, and on application of the le
gislature, or of the executive (when the legislature ca1mot 
be convened), against domestic violence. 

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and 
the members of the several state legislatures, and all execu
tive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of 

the several states, shall be bound, by oath or affirmation, to 

su11port this constitution; but no religious test shall ~ver be 
required as a qualification to any office or public trust un-
der the United· States. . 
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I cannot close the review- of this important country, 
without expressing sentiments of adoration of the Su~ 
FREME :BEING, and of gratitude for his bounty to man. 
\Vhen mankind were sunk in superstition and vice, and 
worshipping many false gods, the doctrine of the u NIT y was 
promulgated to the Israelites. "Hear, oh Israel, the Lord 
our God is o NE ; " and the history of that extraordinary 
people bears testimony to his goodness, his mercy, and his 
love ef man. vVhen, in that nation, these precious doc
trines became obscured by will-worship and superstition, 
Jesus Christ appeared, a preacher of righteousness, to re
inforce them. The doctrine of the u NIT Y o F Go D was 
by him declared to be the first and great commandnient; 
and the principle of E<z_UAL RIGHTS and MUTUAL GOOD 

w ILL was prom ulga.ted. " vVhatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so -to them." "All ye 
are brethren." " A nevv commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another." These doctrines, supported by 
their own intrinsic merit, had a rapid spread; which was 
even accelerated by the attempts of the " men of the 
world" to stop it. The mode of attack was changed. 
Instead of opposing, they embraced christianity, and having 
infused into it the cup of corruption, they made it subser
vient to the purposes of ambition. " They changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the CREA TOR." After a period of 
mental blackn.ess and darkness, reason began to reassume 
her empire, and religious and political freedom'. was claim
ed as the pirthright of man. The 1 s L AND o F GREAT 

BR r TA IN, from the peculiarity of its situation, became the 
great theatre of action ; and a noble stand was made for 
religious and political freedom. It was determined by 
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Providence, that barbarism should. never again overspread 

"the .earth. THE ART OF PRINTING WAS INVENTED; 

and, to secure a happy retreat to the friends of freedom,. 

AMERICA w AS DrscovERED~ Persecution drove many 

of t~em to that country, where, for a time, they escaped 

the obvervation of their enemies; and by a slow, but stea

dy progress, their principles were fixed on a rock, in the 
,manners and habits ef the people. Various attempts were 

- made to render them subservient to their foes, but they a11 
proved abdrtive ; an appeal to anns secured the indepen
dence ef the country, AND THE u NIT ED ST A TES BE

CAME THE ASYLUM OF FREEMEN ALL OVER THE 

WORLD. But the struggle was not yet at an end. Attempts 

were made to poison the f011ntains of liberty through the 

medium of foreign commerce; and the great bulwark of 

freedom itself, the press, was rendeied subservient to 

them*. But the attempt was vain. America flourished 

* " Previous to the revolution, America could not manufacture a 

l10b-11ail for her own use; this prohibition was the effect of a British 

act of parliart1ent. Such is the almighty power of silent, ever-wake

ful British influence ! At the dose of the war, every one believed 

that if we could secure THE EXCLUSIVE TRADE of America, there 

was nothing lost. It was, therefore, th~ interest, as it was the de

sign of Great Britain, to endeavour to concentrate the powers of go

vernment as much as pm,sible in the congress, especially that part 

of it which relates to foreign nations. It was supposed the legisla

tures would make laws favourable to the interest of the manufac

tui'ers ; and the state legislatures seemed, at that time, to second 

their vie\vs. This \vas an enterprise the most serious that could 

a1·ise to the interests of England, and various were the schemes at

tempted by our agents, to strangle the infant Hercules in the cradle. 

It has been accomplished equal to our most sanguine wishes. The 

overthrow of foese manufacturing establishments must be .considered 

as a chef d'«!uvre; whether we regard the means by ,:ir'l1ich it was· 
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exceedingly ; the efforts of a hireling press, by stimulating 
counter-efforts, were rendered subservient to the cause of 

truth and justice; and the principles of political and reli
gious freedom are now more thoroughly understood, than 
they have ever been at any period of the world ; while such 
is the force of truth, that many of the very writers, who 
embarked in the cause of tyranny, have become converts 
to the principles of GLORIOUS LIB ER TY*. 

accomplished, or the grand end that was steadily kept in view, viz. 
to keep fast hold of the g·arments of Columbia, and let her on no 
. account go. 

" Our ministry, ever attentive to the interests of the empire,, 
thought it proper to attempt to conciliate the minds of Ameri
cans towards England and Englishmen ; against whom, that bitter 

enmity generated by a long and cruel war had not by any means 
abated ; and, as a part of the same system, to sow the seeds of dis

cord between Americans and Frenchmen. This could 1only be done 

BY MEANS OF THE PRESS, It was about thi:: period that I arrived 

in Philadelphia, where I attended congress daily; obtained a little 
., know ledge of the leaders of each party ; and meditated on my future 

method of attack on the republicans; whom I soon found were those, 
who retained the most implacable hatred against England and Eng
lish connexions. Happy should I have been, if I could have recom
mended the aparchy of republicanism to the virtuous Americans, 

but I studied the interest of my country. To make the name of 

Englishmen a frienllly sound-to recommend an imitation of our 

government, our fashions, our propensities, and, finally, to make 

them pay a tribute to England throug;h the medium of her manu
factures, was the object nearest my heart: for this purpose France, 

Frenchmen, republicanism, and all their partisans, were, from 

thenceforward, to become the objects of my keenest satire." Cob

bct'B Address to the Pco/1fr of England, Aug. 30, 1800. 

* Even Mr. Cobbct, who, a few years ago, was the avowed and de~ 

termined enemy of the rights of man, has renounced his error, and, 

in a letter to the prince regent .of Engl:.md, dated August 4th, 181 '.\ 
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The principles of the party whom Cobbet has well de
nominated A FA c T ro N ( for they are not the people), have 
prevailed in England. Galled at the prosperity of the land 
of freedom, they have cut the sinews of foreign commerce 

through, chiefly valuable to themselves; the consequence 
is the consummation of the independence of America, in the 

PROGRESS OF INTERNAL MANUFACTURES*. 

thus expresses himself. " For many years,' sir, there has existed in 

this country A FACTION, jieifectly desfterate in their hatred of free

dom. They not only hate all free nations, but they hate the very 

sound of the word freedom. I am well satisfied that persons of this 

description, czvould gladly hear of the murder ef every soul in Ame

rica. There is nothing they hate so much as a man who is not a 

slave, and who lives out of the reach of arbitr2.ry power. These 

persons ·will be sorely grieved to see peace preserved petween the 

two countries on terms honourable to America ; but I am, for my 

part, ready to confess, that with me it would be a subject of joy; I 

am ready to declare, that I see less reason than ever for a11 English

man's wishing to see the people of America humbled or borne clown; 

and that it will grieve me exceedingly to reflect that England is 

taxed, and that English blood is shed for the pt'tl'pose of enforcing 

the power to impress American seamen; but this mortification I shall, 

,J trust, be· spared by the humanity and wisdom of your royal high

ness." 

* This subject has been frequently adverted to in the course of 
this work ; but I cannot here omit taking notice of the wonderful 

dispensation of Providence, by which, at a time when it became ne

cessary for America to provide the most material articles of cloth

ing within herself, the merino sheep, heretofore confined to Spai1~, 

should have been scattered abroad through the world; and cotton 

had become so plenty, as to be almost a drug in the European 1nar

ket; the consequence is a profusion of cotton and czvooL in Ame

rica, to an extent that 20 years ago would have been deemed incre

dible. It may be noticed here also, as a proYidcntial dispensation., 

that the blind fatality of the British c1.clmin~stration, in enfoecing prin· 
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AGRICULTURE is the basis of every .civilized society; 
and the farmers of America enjoy advantages superior to 
those enjoyed by the same class any where else in the 
world. Almost every farmer is a freeholder; and a cone 
tinuation of that incalculable advantage is secured by the 

ciples calculated to stop the foreign commerce of America~ has 
been one of the most potent agents in fostering the rising manufac
tures of that country, and WAR ITSELF, though one of the greatest 
calamities that can befal a nation, will, in all probability, be subser

vient to the same end. Mr. Cobbet, in the letter before cited, re
marks: " Three or four years of war would compel her (America) 

to become a manufacturing country to such an extent, as never more 
to stand in need of English goods ; so that if. your royal highness's 
ministers do insist upon exercising the power of seizing people on 
board of American ships at sea, those persons who manufacture 
goods for America must seek another market, for tlzat is closed 

against tlzem FOR EVER." 

In my remarks of June, 1808, published along with a letter to a 

member of parliament, I mentioned, " We cannot stem the torrent, 

but we can endeavour to open the eyes of our countrymen to see the 
sacrifices which many of them are so loudly calling for; and we can 

prepare such of them as are open to conviction, for what will infallic 

bly be the issue if the system is long persevered in.-Necessity may 

comjzel the American government to encourage their own manufac

tures for tlze fzresent; and if they be once establislied, ju8tice to the 

manufacturers may call ufton it to jzrotect them. WE Rl'N GREAT 

RISK OF LOSING THE TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA FOR EVER. 

Subsequent events show how correct these sentiments were; but I 

attribute no merit to myself on that account, for every person of 

common discernment might have seen it; but I do feel conc,iderable 

gratification in having my opinions corroborated and enforced by 
the very writer who caused them to be promulgated. 

VOL. II. 3 0 
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plan adopted by the general government for the disposal of 
the public lands*. 

TitE MECHANIC AR TS have kept pace with agricm-'· 
ture; and these two .important branches have been mutual
ly subservient to each other; while those employed in 
them, unlike the same classes in many other countries, 
are i·ecognized in the body politic as most useful citizens, 
and have their equal rights, civil and religious, guaranteed 
to them, by constitutions of their own choice; and the 
}µws en~cted and administered by men specially elected for 
that purpose, by themselves. 
· ,Stimulated and supported by these, LITERATURE, scr
.JNCE, and THE FINE AR TS are all flourishing. 

The injustice of foreign powers has affected the MER

C ANT iL E INTERE$T, and many who were heretofore 
' wealthy have peei1 reduced; but even for therri the field is 

• "Exclusively of Louisiana, the general government possesse'S,. 

in trust for the peovle of the Upited States, about 100,000,000 acres 

fit for cultivation, north of the river Ohio, and near so,000,000 south 

of the state of Tennessee. For the disposition of the~ lands a plan 

lias been adopted, calculated to enable e-very industrious citizen to 

become a freeholder, to secure indisputable titles to the purchasers, 

to obtain a national revenue, and above aJl to suftftress monojloly. Its 

S):lcces& has surpassed every former attempt, and exceeded the ex

pe!2,tations of its authors. But a higher price than had been usually 

paid for waste lands by the first inhabitants of the frontier became 

~n unavpidable ingr~dient of a system intended for general benefit, 

~nd was necessary in or~er to prevent the public lands being engross

td by individitals possessiqg; greattr wealth, activity, or local ad-
vantages." , ·· 

Secretqry of tlie Treqsury's Rcfw1·t on fzubli,: roads and canals. 

The price of the public lands is two dollars per acr-e, with foµr years 

tq ~ay ft, or 011e dollar sixty-four ~ents ca!>h'. 
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more ample in this country than in any other I know of .. 
The cities have suffered, but the interior of the country 
flourishes exceedingly. Industry has there its certain 
reward, supported, and guaranteed, by the rapid progress 
of MANUFACTURES. 

Indeed all ranks in the United States cannot be too 
grateful to the Dr v r NE BE 1 N c for the blessings they 
enjoy. "Kindly separated by nature and a wide ocean 
from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the globe; 
too high-minded to endure the degradations of the others; 
possessing a chosen country, with room for their descen~ 
dants to the thousandth and thousandth generation-enter
taining a due sense of their equal rights to the. use of their 
own faculties-to the acquisitions of their industry-to 
honour and confidence from their fellow citizens ; result
ing not from birth, but good conduct---enlightened by a 
benign religion, professed, indeed; and practised in various 
forms, yet all of them inculcating honesty, temperance, aI}.d 
the love of man:" the heart that feels these advantages 
must dilate with joy, and heave with gratitude to the 
supreme Giver. 

The vast quantity of fine lands to the west invites and 
~ncourages an emigration from the east, and has a tendency 
to bind these two sections together by the indissoluble ties 
of kindred affection ; the manufacturing industry of the 
north is aided and encouraged by the surplus raw materials 
and demand for manufactures in the south, and both, feel
ing the convenience of the exchange, are bound together 
by the ties of mutual interest; the progress of manufac
tures has a tendency to cement the UN Io N every where, 
~nd the GENIUS OF WASHINGTON hovers over it, "inm 
dicrnantlv frmvninO' UJ)On the first dawning of every at-o . b 
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tempt to alienate any portion of the community -from the 
. . 

rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which link together the 
various parts ; " while the whole is superintended by "an 
over-ruling Providence, which, by its· dispensations, prpves 
that it delights in the, happiness of man here, and his 
greater happiness hereafter.''· 
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Table of Distances, State ef the Weather, and Expences, 
in a Journey through the Western Country. 

Thermo. Expences. 

Date. Situation. 
~ -<v-, -----:- Wind at Atmos. -----------
t:: .~ • v Noon phere at 
~ "i § "' · Noon. Items. D. c 
~ § 0 § • 
1--1 Ui Z (f) ------------~- - - -------·-[-------- -- -1811 

Aug. 7INew York 

8'Bordenton 
9iPh1la.delphia. 

I 
I 

10 Elizabethtown 
11 · Chambersburg 
12 M•Connelstown 
13 Bedford 
14 . ..;omerset 
15 Greensburg 
16:Pittsburg 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21:Harmony 
22 
23 Pittsburg 
24i0hio river 
25 Georgetown 
26 Steubenville 
2,- Wheeling 
2s·o11io river 
29. Do. . 
30 Marietta 
31 

Sept. 1 
2 Ohio river 
3 Do. 
4 Letart's falls 
5 Galliopolis 
60h10 river 
7 Do. 
8 AIP.xandria 
9 Manchester 

10 r)hi') river 
11 Cincinnati 
1:-2 

70 81180 s. w. Cloudy 

I I 
81 66 74'72 1

1

N. W. Clear 
30163 63j6SiS. E. Cloudy 

80 65 70171!Calm Foggy 
62 73 !84 76 N. Clear 
2269

1

174j65N.W. Do. 
34 50 70166 W. Do. 

~~,t~ ~~ti~~: W. g:udy 
3170 179/76l•Do. Do. 

72 80!7 4 Do. Clear 
76 .9li84lCalm Do. 
74 19183!Do Do. 
78 91:32:Do. Do. 

25 78 /82 72,·Do. Do. 
70 176 76 N. W. Do. 

25 63 72 64 Do. Cloudy 
12 54 \ 80 64/Do. Clear 
30 56 :76 661Calm Do. 
3160 i80 63jN- E. IDo. 
23 60 \84, 701Cctlm Do. 
28 64 18270/Do. Do. 

Fare to Philadel
!Phia by steam~boat 
!Board, &c. 
!Fare to Pittsburg 
I Luggage 
Board, &c. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

} See the 23d. 

Horse hire 
Bill at Harmony 
Expences by way 
Bill at Pittsburg 
"'\ 
I Ch_arges to Ma-j netta 

25 68 !86 68
1
S. W. !Cloudy 

23 :n j74 66 N. vV. Shower •1 
72 184 i-J8 Do. Cloudy • Bill at Marietta 
70 184, 72 E. Do. I 

6 63 84 70 Do. Clear 11 
36 70 j8J 70 S. W, ICDloo.udy , 1 
31 69 85 74, no. 
41 72 178166 W. Do. , Charges to Cin. 
2:2 53 72/62 Do. !ear , · ati 

1i ~i [~g,~~,e~·E. g:udy I cmn 
52 52 74'64 N. Do. 
43 50 14,

1

65 1N. W. Do. J 

450 
2!43 

201 
2;50 
1156 
153 
1 6 
1 9 
2 7 
137 
157 

3 
3.88 
1;24 
8 1 6 

14 
3 31 

694 

2 50 
39 64, 6'2'6.'J:Do. Rain ~ 

\

65 72: 56 W. :;Joudy Bill Cincinnati 
13 63 72,54'.Do. Do. 

_________________ E_~ ___ . __ 1 __ '---~-----... ·---- 75 ~' 
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Tb.er mo., Expences. 

~ ---- . Atmos- -----------
Date. Sit,u~tion. u v I j .. Wmd at h 

~ "' t ' - .- p ere at 
E ·;:: . r::: "' .r~ o.on. N I D C 
-~ ~ I O i J. oon. terns. . , 

0 ~ z·~ ~--. -------.------ ---- ------------ ---.-
1811. Forward I 988 Forward 753~ 

SeptJ4 Ohio river 945 70 56 w. ·clear 'l) 
15 Do. 33 46 76 62,S. Cloudy ~ Cha,ges to Loq. 
16 Do. 32j62 81 76Do. Clea:r ,(i 
17 West Port 77 ~:lf0w. Do. isvi:lle 

30,62 I 

18 Ohio river 3565 77 Cloudy J 
19 Louisville 42168 78 72 '. aim :Do. 

} Subling• . .2 
20 68 72 64Do_ ·Rain 
21 60 7160 N.E. Cloudy Shoeing 81 
22 . 62 j75;6U E. Do. Bill at Louisville 5,sq 
23 Shelbyville 32 60 78J68Do. Clear Board 156 
24 Frankfort 19 68 79178s. w. Cloudy Do. 2169 

25 Lex-i:ngton 26 74 75,64N. W. Rai.n 1 
26 62 68i62

1

N. 'E. Clear 
~ BUI Lex;ngton . 27 61 68l63S. E. [)o. 987: 

28 60 6460E. Cloudy 
29 50 5852N. Clear ) 
30 Paris 22 46 64461W. Do. Board, &c. 2 

Oct. 1 Blue Lick 21 44 76605. E. Do. Do. 12 
2 Washington 20 56 7860S. De. Do. 50 
;3 West Union 21 55 80561Do. Do. Ferry Ohio 25 

]3oard, &.c, 1 
4 Bainbridge _ 38 48 76(4Do. Do. Do. 75 
:5 Chillicothe 19 s2t 7654 Do. Do. Do. 15q 
16 46 7052N. E. Do. Do. 27; 
i
7 

New Lancaster 34 54 76 58 s. Cloudy Toll 
Board, &c. 15Q 

;3 Z-anesville 3.6 64 70 60Do. Do. Do. 8~ 
9 62 72 76 'Do. Do. ' . 

I 

10 63 78 74Do. Do. I Bill Zanesville 843 
1) 68 76 71Do. Do. >,Ferry - 12 
12 67 76 sos. w. Rain J Ostler 

2Q 
13 58 78 68Do. Cloudy I 
14JCoshocton 30 48 54 SON. E. Do. Board, &c. 16~ 
15 N. Philadelphia 36 48 70J58 s Do. Do. llq 
161Canton 24, 46 50136 S. W. Do Do. 1 sq 
17 Spri~gfield 18 30 5834 N.W. Clear Do. 96 
18 Tinker's creek 30 30 

68(6 
s. Do. Do. 50 

I 
l9·Cleveland · 12 54 7048 Do. Cloudy } BiU Cleveland 4 I 20 ' 36 3434 N.W. Sleet 
21 30 48,35 variable Clear Board &c. 60 

22 Grnnd ,ive, : 30132 54/47 SE. Do. Do. 131 

23 Ashtabula river ~ 45 48133 N.W. Cloudy Do. t 54 _ ....... 

1667 13713 
~ 

ii, Here I purchased a horse for 25 dollars; but, as it was after.wards sold about 
the same price, it is not included in the account. 

t ~ere I broke my thermometer, and coQld not procure another; in consequence 
Qf wh1c~, I was obliged to judge of the weatheriby my feelings; but I preaume th~ 
account lS nearly correct. 
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Da.te. Situation. 

Expe11ces. Thermo. I 
~ ---- . Atmos- -----------

;.:;;; g O § 
.-.. en Z :JJ 

u g l ...: ,v md atiphere at I 
~ ·~ I g ~ Noon. ' Noon. Items. _D. _c. 

------------ --------'·----
1811. Forward11667 -i- - I Forward 137113 

Oct; 24,Erie 46!3.'.3 35 34.N. E. Clear 7_ 
25 133 36 34:Do. Do, 5 Bill Erie 168 

261Perry's 30 28 46 31'Do. Do. Board, &c. 145 

271Cataragus 31130 :56 56,S. Do. Do. 156 

28!Buffalo 31

1

56 ,
1
68 58iS. W. Do. Do. 162 

\ Ferry 50 
29 Chippaway 22 37 :46 55 S. E. Hazy Board, &c. 150 

I. I I 
Guide to Falls 150 

30 Lewistown 
Fort Niagara 

31: Lewistown 
Nov. !\Schlosser 

2jWest. Turnpike 
3 Batavia. 
4 Avon 
5 Canandaigua 
6 
7 West. Turnpike 
8 Geneva. 

9 Auburn 

10 Manlius Square 

Whisky 25 

1

1F~rry 31 

9.55

1

69152$. W. Clear I 
61 j . Bill Lewistown 3 50 
6 38 58 148 E. Cloudy 
9 48 !5626 S, W. Do, Board, &c. 137 

27!31 i47.35 Do. Do. Do. 1 25 
21:34 !so 37 N. Do. Do. 181 
3li28 '56 56' •. E. Clear Do. 1 3 

18'.45 :54 36 Calm Cloudy 7_ Boy 19 
146 '.58 38 N. E. Do. 5 

10148 i58 55 E. Do. Board, &c. 1 
6'48 i'60j,55

1

.s. Do. Do. 1 5 
Hc.rse shoe 31 

\ Tolls 16 

Horse shoe 31 

23 55 62 46

1

W. Do. Board, &c. 1 62 

33 38 48.
1

45 N. W. Showers Board, &c. l lt6 

11 West. Turnpike 29 37 48'45/N. E. Cloudy Board and tolls 72 
12 Utica 11 36 38

1

36:Do. Do. z 81 
13 37 38,'36:Do. Do. 5 Bill Utica 3 

H ,,rse shoes 1 

14 Herkimer 15 34 3.4,33 N, W. Do. Board ;.,ml tolls 1 72 
Horse shoe 25 

15 Nose 33 30 132;35 Do. Ciear .Board, &c. 1 25 

16 Broadalbin 18 28 132:36:N. E Cloudy Do. 9 

17 Ballston 20 45148'.361IS W. Do. Do. 84 
18 Watetford 18 32 36136 N W. Clear Do. 1125 

19 Albany 11 32 351341Do. Do. l 3 37 
20 31 36,37[Do. Snow 5 Bill Albany 

21 Hudson river 90 35 36142 Do. Cloudy Passage for 
including hay 
corn .515o 

22 New York -70 47 50146 Do. Clear Passage by steam-I 

boat -~'-
2341 I 18936 
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These travels altogether comprehend a range of 21,810 miles, 

viz. 
In Scotland 980 

:England 1130 

Ireland 320 

Atlantic Ocean 13000 

Upper Canada 30 

United States 6350 

21,810 

T'he expences of the journey in the foregoing table may be ar
ranged as follows: 

From New York to Philadelphia 
. From Philadelphia to Pittsbm·g 
Visit to the H armonist Society 
Expences at Pittsburg 
From Pittsburg to Marietta 

At Marietta 

From Marietta to Cincinnati 
At Cincinnati 

From Cincinnati to the Falls of Ohio 
At the Falls 

From the Falls to Lexington 
At Lexington 

From Lexington to Zanesville 
At Zahesville 

From Zanesville to Cleveland 
At Cleveland 

From Cleveland to the Falls of Niagara 
At the Falls 

Dolls. Cts. 

6 93 

32 75 

8 12 

8 6 

6 74 

3 31 

6 94 -

2 50 

6 

8 31 

4 25 

9 87 

11 31 

8 75 

5 78 

4 
10 32 

3 25 

Carried over, 141 19 
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Carried forward 
From the Falls to Lake Ontario, and back to 

Schlosser 

From Fort Schlosser to Utica ' 
At Utica 

From Utica to Albany, by Ballston 
At Albany 

Passage to New York -' 
Ditto for horse 

481 

141 19 
Fort 

5 18 

10 91 

3 81 

6 40 

3 37 
7 
5 50 

----
$ 189 36 

----
This will afford a pretty correct idea of the expence of travel

ling between different points in the interior of the country. The 
expence of a passage from Europe to America was noticed in the 
Introduction, vol. I, pages 4 and 5. 

There are two great leading roads to the western country; the 
one through the interior of Pennsylvania, the other through New 
York. Families moving to the western country generally take 
the one most contiguous to them. The most common mode is 
to travel by waggons of their own, in which case they provide food 
for themselves and their horses, and are accommodated with lodg~ 
ings at the different houses where they stop all night. The charge 
for this accommodation is generally very moderate, and, when the 
moving family is poor, the payment is often dispensed with. 

There are so many different points from whence emigrants set 
out, and to which they go, that it is difficult to form an estimate 
that will apply to them all. Probably, the following view may be 

the most intelligible. 
A waggon with 2 horses can accommodate 7 persons, and can 

travel with tolerable ease 20 miles a day, the Sundays being de~ 

voted to rest; and, by travelling economically, the whole expence 
will not exceed 2 dollars per day, or 14 dollars per week, m which 

the family can travel 120 miles. At this rate, a family of 7 

VOL, II. 3 P 
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can travel from Connecticut to Cleveland, 600 miles, for 70 dol
lars ; or from Philadelphia to Zanesville, in the in~erior of the 
state of Ohio, 4:l5 miles, for about 60 dollars. On the latter 
route, a great many waggons travel between Philadelphia and 
Pittsburg, and it was stated, vol. II, page 52, that waggon-hire 
was about 5 qollars per cwt. for both persons and property. The 
. carriage of a family of 7, by this conveyance, would cost about 
45 dollars, besides their 1--Joard ; which appears more in proportion 
than by the other mode ; but it is to be observ~d, that in this way 
it is unnecessary to purchase horses or waggons, which, in the 
eastern states, are pretty dear, and there is no wear and tear. A 
considerable saving can frequently be made on both routes by 
w~ter conveyance: · on the north by Lake Erie, and on the south 
by the Ohio river. The stage between Philadelphia and Pittsa 
bqrg is the most agreeable and expeditious mode of travelling on 
that road, and is preferred by such as can afford the expence. 
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TO THE 

PR1NCiPAt COUNTRIES, TOWNS; SBAS~ RIVERS, fc,, 

MENTIONED IN THE FOREGOING won.i. 

A. 
Vol. Page. 

Ailsa Craig i. 13 
Alabama river ii. 169 
Albany i. 136. ii. 420 
Albemarle sound i. 259 
Alexandria, D. C. 213 

, Ohio ii. 121 
Allegany river i. 17 L ii. 59 
---- mountains ii, 40 
Alnwick i. 314 
Altamaha river 289 
Alum creek ii. 223 
Amboy 21 
Amherst i. 99 
Annapolis 189 
Appalachy river 289. 376 
Appamattox river 223 
Arkansas river ii. 162 
Arran island i. l 3 
Ashley river 278 
Ashtabula river ti. 283. 290 
Athens, Geo. i. 291 
-,o. ii. 296 
Atlantic ocean i. 13. 52. 294. 367, 

Auburn 
Auchtermouchty 
Au Glaise river 
Augusta, Geo. 
----, Ky, 
Avon 
Ayr 

372. 383 
ii. 377 
i. 333 

ii. 291 
i. 47. 381 

ii. 123 
362 

i. 339 

B. 

Bainbridge, Ire. 
-----· ,Oh. 
Ballentrae 
Ballston springs 
Ballynahinch 
Baltimore i. 183, 
Banks of Newfoundland 
Barnstaple 
Bass 
Batavia 
l;Jeardstown 
Beargrass creek 
Beauford 
Beaufort 
Beaver 
---:.. creek 
Bedford , 
Belfast 
Bellepre 
Bennington 
Benson creek: 
Bergen 
Bermudas 
Berwick 
Bethlehem 
Big Belly's creek 
Big Bonelick creek 
Birmingham 
Black Mingo creek 
---river, N. C. 
-- river, S. C. 

V~l. Page. 
I, 341 

ii. 211 
i. 339 

iL 415 
i. 349 

ii. 10 
i. 361 

114 
315 

ii. 355 
204 
178 

i. 262 
282 

ii. 88 
271 

38 
i. 344 
ii. 111 
i. 103 

ii. 179 
i. 139 

16 
314 

ii. 142 
222 
134 

i. 361 
268 
255 
270 
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Black river, Louis. 
Vol. Page, V~I, Page, 
ii. 162 Cape Fear river 1, 255 

--- river, Miss. 168 -- Hatteras 259 
--- river, Ohio 276 -- Look Out 259 
---Rock 318 Carlisle, Penn. i. 173 ii. 28 
Bladensburg i. 192 -,Eng. i. 306 
Blannerhassett's island ii. 109 Cascades in Virginia 231 
Bloody run 36 Cataragus creek ii. 308 
Bloomfield 363 Caves in Virg·inia i. 231 
Blue lick 197 Cayahoga river ii. 258. 265 
Bolton I. 310 Cayuga ii. 376 
Bona vista ii. 333 ----· -lake i. 133. ii. 376 
Bordentown i. 145. 11. 22 Chagrin river ii. 281 
Boston I. 89 Chambersburg 31 
Brandywine creek i. 179. ii. 25 Cb'.amplain, lake i. 132 
Bristol, R. I. I. 77 Charleston, Ma~s. 92 
--,Penn. i. 149. ii. 23 ,N.H. 99 
BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN 's. c. 273. 283 

NORTH AMERICA ii.~·332 , Va. ii. ·93 
Broadalbin 241 Charles river i. 92 
Brookfield i. 109 Charley 310 
Brooklyn 56 Charlottesville 237 
Brownsville ii. 396 Chatahouchy river i. 28~ ii. 169 
.Brunswick, Ver .. i. 103 Chataughque _lake i. 133 
-. ----, N. J. i. 141. ii. 21 Chesapeake bay 182. 187 
Brush creek ii. 216 Che_snut ridge ii. 45 
Buffalo i. 136. ii. 312 Ch-e'ster i. 362 
---- creek ii. 313 ---river 188 
Bunker's hill i. 93 Chillicothe ii. 219 
Bun's mills ii. 396 Chillicothe district 221 
Burlington, Ver. 1, 103 Chippaway 319 
-----,N. J. i. 145. ii. 23 creek 319 
Burns' ·birth-place i. 354 Choptank river i. 188 
Bury 312 Cincinnati ii. 126 
Byram river 128 Cincinnati district 129 

C. Clarksville 151 
Caledonia 11. 361 Clear creek, Ky. 179 
Cambahee river i. 279 . , Ohio 227 
Cambridge, Mass. 107 Cleveland 264 
Canada way ii. 308 Clyde river i. 10 
Canandaigua l, 136. ii. 363 --- Firth 13 
---lake i. 1 "" JJ Cohoes falls ii. 419 
Canase1·ago hoilow ii. 381 Colchester i. 237 
Canton 253 COLUMBIA, DIST:Il!CT OF 207 
Canton dist1·ict 254 Columbia, S. C. 282 
Cafte Breton 333 Compton 77 
-- Clear i. ~96. 367 ----, Little. 77 
-Fear . i. ~A9 Conaquencsing creek ii. 69 
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Concord, N. H. 
Vol.Page. . Vol. Page. 
i. 99' Durham, N. H. i. 99 

, Mass. 1.14 , Eng. 313 
Conecuh ii. 169 Dysart 332 
CONNECTICUT i. 123 

river . 111 E • 
------reservation ii. 270 
Connedogwiriet creek 29 Eagle, creek ii. 210 
Connecocheague creek 33. East Canada creek 407 
Conewago hills 26 East river i. 67 

:.l . '- creek 26 Edenton 262-
Conneought 290 Edinburgh 315. 335 
Cooper river i. 278 Edisto: river 279 
Coosaw river 279 Elizabethtown, N. J. 140 
Coshocton ii. 2·46 -· -· ----· , Penn. ii. .25 
Cashsakia 425 ------- point· 21 
Coye of Cork i. 296 Elk creek 304 
Craftsbury 103 - river i. 182 
Crieff 322 Ellicott' s creek ii. 351 
Cumberland river ii. 191 Eokefanoke swamp i. 288 
Cumbernauld i. 321 Erie ii. 305 
Cupar, Fife 332 ---, lake 263. 272 

:o., Exeter i. 99 

Dalkeith 35.7 
F. 

Danbury 125 Fairfield 122 
Danville ii. 204 :Falkland 333 
Darien i. 291 Falls.of Niagara ii. 320. 324.• 
Dayton ii. 296 Falls of Ohio 151 
Dedham i. 87 Falmouth i. 236 
Deer creek ii. 223 Fayetteville 256 
Deerfield 296 Firth of Forth 331 
DELAWARE i. 179 -- of Tay 333 
----river i. 147. 177 Fishkill , ii. 425 

ii. 9. 13 Flint river i. 289 
Derby creek ii. 223 Fort Mandan ii. 162 
Detroit 278 --- Niagara 328 
Dpnaghadee i. 341 --- Schlosser 347 
Dover, N. H. 87 --- VVilliam 21 
--,Del. 180 Forth and Clyde canal i. 321 
Downingstown ii. 25 Fox river ii. lS-9 
Downpatrick i. "352 Frankford i. 149 

Dromore 343 Frankfort ii. 179 
Dumblane 324, Franklinton 296 
Dumfries 216 Fredericksburg i, 217 
Dunbar. 314 Fredericktown 190 
Dundee 333 French grant ii. 121 
Dundrum bay 341. 345 Frenchtown 115 
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Vol, Page, 
Harrisburg 

Vol, Page. 

G. ii. 21 
Harlem i. 129 

Galliopolis iiO! 116 Hartford, Con. 119 
Gap Hill 25 -· -. -.--, N. Y.· ii. 382 
Genessee river i. 133 ii. 361 Havre de Grace 17 
Geneva i. 1S6 ii. 371 Hell Gate i. 61 
GEORGIA i; 288 Herkimer i. 137 ii. 40.3 
George, lake 132 Hillsborough, N. C. i. 262 
Georgetown, Mar. 180 , Irel. 341. 344 

,D.C. 197 Hills in Connecticut 123 
, S. C. 271 Highlands on Hudson river ii. 424 
, Va. ii. 88 Hockhocking river 228 

-, Ky. 204 Holland fturchaBe 353 
Gefardeau 164 Honeoye creek 363 
German ocean i. 314 Horseneck i. 12& 
Girvan 339 Housatonic river 122 
Glades ii. 43 Hoyie, lake 298· 
Glasgow 1, l Hudson i. 136 ii. 424 
Gnadenhutten ii. 248 ------ river i. 133 
Grand island 329 Huron, lake ii. 278 
-,· -.. -. - Niagara 344. ----- river 276 
--.river 282 I. Greeno ck i. 10 
Greensburg, Geo. 290 Illinois river ii. 158 
-· ----, Penn. ii. 48 --- TERRITORY 15$ 
Green river 202 INDIANA TERRITORY 155 
Greenwich, East i. 77 Ipswich i. 114 
Gretna Green 307 Islands in Lake Erie ii. 274 
Gulph Stream 20 J. Gutgatsink creek ii. 236 

H. J acksonborough i. 34 
Jamaica, L. I. 385 

Hackensack river i. 140 James river 220-
Haddam 125 Jeffersonville ii. 150 
Haddington 315 Jersey i. 139 
Hagarstown 190 Johnstown ii. 410 
Halifax, N. C. 262 Jonathan creek 229 
---, Eng. 312 Juniata river i. 170 ii. 35 
-. --,N. S. ii. 334 K. Hallowell i. 118 
Hamilton, Scot. 309 Kanhaway river i. 229 ii. 115 

, Ohio ii. 296 ... , Little i. 229-
Hampton i. 237 Kansas river ii. 16Z 
Hanover 99 Kaskaskia 159 
---- Court House 218 river 158 
-·---,Vir. 237 Katskill 425 
Harmony ii. 65 Keene i. 99 
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l(endal 
l(eneconeck creek 
KENTUCKY 

river 
Killbucks creek 
Kills 
Kilmarnock 
Kinderhook 
Kinghorn 
Kingston, N. J. 

Vol. Page. 
i. 306 

ii. 226 
202 

141.181.202 
236 

21 
i. 338 
ii. 425 
i. 3'31 

141 
337 
425 

----, Upper Canada ii. 
,N.Y. 

Kirkaldy 
Knoxville 

L. 
Lancaster, Penn. i. 173 

, Eng. 
Lang ho Im 
Lansingburg 
Laurel Hill 
Lebarton 
Leeds 
Lehigh river 
J .... eicester 
Le Roy 
Letart's falls 
Lewistown, Del. 
----,N.Y. 
Lexington 
Licking river 
---- creek 
Limestone 
---valley 
Litchfield 
Little falls 
Lisburn 
Liverpool 
Loch Ryan 
Lockerby 
Lomond hills 
London 
Long Island 
-----sound 
Long Reach 
Longtown 
Louisburg 

i. 331 
ii. 193 

ii. 25 
I. 305 

357 
136 

ii. 45 
29~ 

i. 3 l2 
169 
109 

ii. 361 
114 

i. 180 
ii. 340 

184 
202 
236 

123.200 
32 

i. 125 
ii. 404 
i. 344 

301. 363 
339 
308 
333 
359 

132. 384 
67 

ii. 97 
i. 307 

ii. 333 

LOUISIANA 

------ TERRITORY 

Vol.P11.ge. 
ii. l 65 

1(50 
Louisville, Geo. i. 39. S74 

149 
334 

-----, Ken. ii. 
Lower Canada 
Lumberton 
Lynche's creek 
Lynn 

M. 

i. 257 
261 

93 

Machias i. 1 18 
Madison, Georgia 377 
----, Ind. T. ii. 142 
MAINE, DISTRICT OF i. 117 
Malden ii. 337 
Manchester, N. H. i. 103 

, Va. 237 
---~---,En~. 310 
-----, Ohio ii. 123 
Manlius square 38 l 
Maple swamp i. 266 
Marblehead 114 
Marietta ii. 1 o I 
Marietta district 106 
Marlborough i. 109 
MARYLAND 181 
MASSACHUSETTS 113 
Mattapony river 217 
M'Connelstown ii. 34 
Meherrin river i. 225 
Methven 323 
Mexicano river 16.5 
Miami river ii. 129. 1 j4 
-----of the lakes 277. 291 
---- bay 292 
Michigan, lake 27 5 
---- TERRITORY 275 
Michilimackinac 2 7 5 
Middlebury i. 103 
Middleton 125 

, Pa. ii. 26 
----, Ken. 178 
Milledgeville i. 291 
Millersburg ii. 19f 
Millford i. 122 
Milton 11. 413 
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, Vol, Page. 
Mineralogy of W arwic.k-

shire i. 362 
Mississippi river ii. 172 
--· -·-- TERRITORY 168 
Missouri river 161 
------, Little 162 
Mohawk river i. 133 
Mohecan John's creek ii. 236 
Moffat i. 308 
Moin river ii. 162 
Monongahela i. 171. ii. 59 
Montpellier i. I 03 
Montreal ii. 335 
Morgantown i. 262 
l\1orpeth 314 
Mountains in New Hamp-

shire 
~---- in Vermont 
----- in Massachu-

97 
I 102 

setts 113 
-. ----in New York 132 
----- in Pennsylvania 168 
----- in Maryland 187 
----- in Virginia 229 
----- in North Carolina 259 
----- in South Carolina 278 
----- in Georgia 2 8 8 
----- in Tennessee ii. 191 
----- in Kentucky 202 
--in Louisiana 161 
Mud creek 259 
Muskingum river 105. 236 
Muthil i. 332 
Mystic river 93 

N. 

Nanticoke river 
NaL·raganset bay 
Narrows at New York 
Nashville 
Natches 

i. 188 
72 
55 

ii. 193 
171 

Natural bridge in Vir~;inia i. 
Newark, N. J. 

232 
140 

---,0. 
----, U.C, 
--bay 

ii. 296 
337 

21 

Vol. Page. 
Newbern i. 26\ 
.Ne'l.() ,Brunswick ii. 334-
Newburg i. 136. ii. 424 
Newbury i. 103 
Newburyport 114 
Newcastle, Del. i. 178. ii. 9 
-----, Va. i. 237 
-----, Eng. 313 
-----, Ire. 345 
New Comerstown ii. 248 
Newfane , 1. l 03 
.Newfoundland ii. 333 
NEW HAMPSHIRE i. 97 
Newhaven 121 
NEW JERSEY 144 
-- Lisbon ii. 296 
-- London i. 124 
-- Lancaster ii. 227 
-- Madrid 164 
-- Orleans 166 
-- Philadelphia 249 
Newport, R. I. i. 70 
-----, Ky. ii. 130. 20.4 
Newry i. 343 
Newtown, L. I. 385 
NEW YORK 132 
-----. city 57. 129. 369. 

384. 390. ii. 425 
Niagara, Fort 
---- river 
Nimshillen creek 
Norfolk 
Northampton 
NoRTH CAROLINA 
---- Berwick law 

ii. 328 
34J. 
252 

i. 236 
114 
259 
315 

--- mountains ii. 33 
N orthallerton i. 313 

NORTH-WEST TERRITOltYil, 159 
Norwalk i. 122 
Norwich 125 
Nose ii. 407 
Notch 1. 98 
Nottaway river 225 
Nottingham 358 
.No-va Scotia ii. 334 
Nuse river i. 254 
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0. 
Vol. Page, 

Oakmulgee river i. 2£9 
Occoquhan creek 215 
Oconee river 289. 376 
Ogeeche river 288. 375 
-·-----, Little 289 
Ohio river ii. 86. 143. 209 
Olzio comjiany's jmrchase 105 
OH10, STATE OF 291 
Oneida lake i. 1 S2 
-··--- river 
Ononclago lake 
---' -~ court-house 
----hollow 
,___..___ salt-works 
Ontario county 
Orms kirk 
Osa,ge river 
Ouisconsin river 
Owasca lake 
Oxford 

P. 

133 
132 

ii. 379 
379 
379 
366 

i. 305 
ii. 162 

159 
i. 132 

3(31 

Pittsbttrg 
Pittsfield 
Placentia 
Platt river 
Pocomoke river 
Point Pleasant 
Port Glasgow 
Portland 
Porto-ferry 
Port Patrick 
--- Royal 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
-----, Vir. 

, Ohio 
Port William 
Potomac river 
Poughkeepsie 
Prescott 
Preston 
Princeton 
ProYidence 
----- river 

Q. 

489 
Vol, Pago. 

i.173. ii. 54., 
i. 114 

ii. 333 
16~ 

i. i88 
ii. 11 $ 
i. 11 

. 118 
·352 
339 
236 
99 

237 
ii. 121 

141 
i. 197 

i. 136. ii. 425 
i. 310 

305 
i.14,~.ii. 22 

i. 73 • 
73 

Paint creek 
Paisley 
Pamlico sound 
Pamunky river 
Paris 

ii. 218 
!. 9 

259 
217 

Quarantine ground, New York 

Pascagoula 
Passaic river 
Passamaquoddy 
Patapsco river 
Path head 
Patterson 
Patuck.et 
----- river· 
Patuxent river 
Pearl river 
Pedee river, Big 
Pedee. river, Little 
Peekskill 
PENNSY-L VANIA 

Penrith 
Perth 
Petersburg, Vir. 
Petersburg, Geo. 
Philadelphia 
Piscataqua river 

VOL. II. 

i. 55. 388 

ii. 197 
169 

Quebang river 
Quebec 
Queenstown 

R. 

109 
ii. 335 

337 

ii. 279 
i. 254 

i. 140 
118 

188, 192 
332 
145 
83 
83 

188 

Raisin river 
Raleigh 

ii. 320 
i. 217 

141. ii. 21 

Rapids of Niagara river 
Rappahannock river 
Raritan river i. 
Ray's Hill . ii. 169 

L 267 -·- Mills 
264 Reading 

iL 425 Reedy creek 
i. 168 Redhook 

306 Red rinT 
329 RHODE ISLAND . 

223 Richrn:ond 
290 ---- springs, Geo. 

i. 151. ii. 3. 23 Roanoke river 
i. ·93 Rochdale 

3 Q4 

ii. 35 
i. 380 

173 
265 

ii. 425 
162 

i. 76 
218 

45.381 
253 
312 
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Vol. Page. ~?l, Page, 
Rocky river ii. 268. 276 Somerset 11. 42 

Rolling river 202 SouTH CAROLINA i. 278 
Rome i. 136 ---- Kingston 77 
Russel ville ii. 204 Sparta 290. 375 

Rutland i. 103 Spencer l09 
Rye 129 Springfield, Mass. 111 
Rynbeck ii. 425 --, 0. ii. 230 

s. St. Albans i. 103 
Sabine river 162 - Charles ii. 164 
Sacket's Harbom 394 - Clair, lake 278 
Salem, Mass. i. 94 - Clairsville 296 
--,N.J. 145 - Francis river 162 
---,N.C. 262 -Hero i. 103 
Salt creek ii. 223 - John's, N. F. 1i. 333 

Sandy Hook. i. 55 St. John's Island 333 

Sandy river, Big ii. 202 -Louis 164 
--- creek, 0. 251 - Mary's i. 291 
---·--, N. Y. 396 river 289 
Sandusky bay 277. 292 Stamford 122 

river 276. 292 Staten Island 13·2. 388 
Santee river i. 271 Statistical table of Ohio 11, 293 
Sassafras rivei· 188 - of N. York 427 
Savannah 26. 285. 372 ----- of U. States 437 
---- river, 17. 27. 48. 50. 285 Staunton i. 237 
Scioto river ii. 121. 122 Steubenville ii. 89 
Schenectady i. 136 district 89 
Schuylkill 166 Stillwater creek 236 
Scrub Hill ii. 35 Sterling 1. 321 
Sea Islands i. 288 Stockbridge 114 
Selkirk 357 Stony river u. 158 
Seneca lake I. 133. ii. 372 --- point 424 
---river ii. 376 Stratford i. 122 
Shap falls 1, 306 Strangford 352 
Sheffield 357 Sudbury 108 
Shelbyville ii. 179 Suffield 112 
Shenandoah river i. 229 Suffolk. 237 
Shippensburg ii. 29 Sugarcreek ii. 236 
Shippingport 151 Sullivan's Island 1. 383 
Shoenbrun 249 Superior, lake ii. 255 
Shrewsbury i. 362 Susquehannah river i. 169. ii. 28 
S~dling Hill ii. 35 Swatawra creek ii. 26 
Sidney, Cape Breton ""~ Swimming creek i. 264 ,hh) 

Sippo creek 223 Swiss Vineyards ii. 140 
Skeneateless i. 132. ii. 378 T. 
----lake i. 132 Tache river ii. 165 
Skerries-lights 297 Tarborough 1. 262 
Smithfield 237 Tarlton ii. 227 
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Tar river 
V?l. Page. 

Warren, 0. 
Vol. Page, 

I. 254 ii, 273 
Taunton 114, WASHINGTON i. 19~. 208. ii. 11 

river 73 ,N.C. i. 262 
TENNESSEE ii. 191 , Georgia, 2~0.380 

river 168. 191 ,Ken. 11. 199 
Thames river i. 123 vVatertown i. 107 
Tinker's creek ii. 261 "\;Vaterford i. 13 6. ii. 41 7 
Tioga river i. 170 Watertown ii. 396 
Tippacanoe river ii. 156 VVaynesborough i. 37. 381 
Tolland i. 125 W eathers:field 125 
Tory island 14 Westborough 109 
Tonewanta creek ii. 350. 353 West Canada creek ii. 405 
Trade winds i. 19 West coast of Scotland i. 353 
Trenton i. 143. ii. 22 vVestern 109 
--~~ bridge i. 147 ---- country ii. 47 
Troy 137 Weston 1. 107 
Tumbekby river ii. 168 West Union ii. 214 
Turtle creek 48 Wheeling i. 237. ii. 94 
Tuscarawa river 257 White mountains i. 97 
Tuscar rock i. 297 White river ii. 156 
Tybee light-house 285 vVhetstone river 222 

u. White Woman's creek 236 
·vVilliamsburg, Va. i. 237 

UNI TED ST A TES ii. 429 ,o. ii. 296 
Uftjier Canada 336 Williamstown 396 
Urbanna, Va. i. 236 ,vill's creek 236. 

Utica i. 136. ii. 385 Wilmington, Del. i. 180. ii. 17 

V. -----,N.C. i. 261 
Wilton 268 

Vermillion rivei~ ii. 276 Winds in the Atlantic 19 
VERMONT i. 102 Windsor; Ver. 103 
Versailles ii, 183. 204 -, Con. 119 
Vincennes 156 Windham 125 
VIRGINIA i. 226 Winchester, Vir. 237 
Virginia military lands ii. 224 ,Ken. ii. 204 

w. Winnipiseogee lake i. 97 
Wiscasset 118 

Wabash river ii. 155 Worcester 109 
Wakatomika creek 245 Woodbridge 140 
Wakefielcl 1. 357 Worthington ii. :296 

Wallingford 121 
vValnut creek, 0. ii. 223 'y, 

,Penn. 305 

Waltham l~ 107 Yankey Town ii. 248 

Warren, R. I. 77 Yazoo river 168 

Warrenton, N. C. 253 Yellow Breeches creek 29 

"\Vaning·ton, Eng. 310 Yellow stone river 1 fi'2 
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York, Pa. 
--,Va, 
-, Upper Canada 
-Island 
-- river 
y oxhiogeni river 

INDEX. 

Vol.1iPage, 
i, 173 

218 
ii. 337 
1, 129 

218 
172 

z. 
Zanesville 
----- district 
Zelionop]e 
Zenia 

FINIS~ 

Vol.Pa~ 

ii. 232 
235 
82 

296 
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