A

RELATION|

OF A

VOYAGE

Made by the
Steur de Montauban,

Captain of the French Privateers,
ON THE
Coalts of Guinea,
In the Year 1695,
WITH

| A Defcription of the Kingdom of Cape
de Lopez ; and an Account of the
Mangers, Cuftoms and Religion of
the Natives of that Country.

London : Printed in the Year 16 98.







A4 LET TEV:R_ to Monﬁ}ur SRR

SIR,
. Have at laft receiv’d the Relation of
the Voyage, made by (apr. Montau-
band, commonly calld Montauban, snd
1 bave fent it you printed. Touw will ad-
mire without all Doubt, as well as 1, how
by the means of his fingular Prudence and
Courage, he extricated himfelf from thofe
weighty Preffures, wnder which any other
Perfon in his Circumftances, wonld have
unavoidably perif’d : Yow may alfo call
2o Mind in veading the beginning of this
Narrative, that you had a fight of fome of
his Seamen at Bordeaux, A, D. 1694.
from whence ke [et out the next Tear to
undertake the Voyage, of which he kere
gives s a particular Acconnt.

He gave chace to divers Ships that be
met during his Courfe, and engeg’d at
Cape Verd, with a Frigat of 34 Piecesof
Ordnance. At St. John’s Cape. be came
up with an Englith VefJel of 20 Guns,
and took her after a [mall Engagement.
Afterwards he took a Caper of Branden-
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burg, and fleer’d his Courfe fo Angola.
At 1ast he difeover'd the Englith Guard-
Shiv, arm'd with 54 Pieces of Cannon
near the Coaft, and fought her during five-
or fix Hours, till they bosh came to board-
ing with great Fury. But when he was
juft ready to mafter her, the Engli[hCaP-‘
fain [et fire to his whole ftore of Powder,
and both the Ships were blown up into the
Airy with a moft dreadful Noife and
Havock, - -
- You may bave the fatisfaition to take
a'view of [0 terrible a Shipwreck in this
Narrative, as it were on the Sea fhoar,
andtoobferve how Capt. Montauban makes
bis Efcape with Fifteen or Sisteen of his
Men. He fufferd Hunger above Three
Days, and at laft arriv’d at Cape de.
Lopez, where ke wens to vifit the King
~of the Conmtry: He has given us a De-
Jeription of the Conrt and Kingdom of that
- Prince; treating at the fame time of bis
Religion, and forming a Projeit for the
eftablifbing of the Roman-Catholick in
thofe Parts.  He [tood Godfather to the
King’s Grand-fon, by his Som Prince
Thomas, and embarkd in a Portu-
guefe Veffel, to return 1o Europe. An
Englith Man of bis Acquaintance took hin
o board his Ship, and comveyd him to
' Bar-



Barbadoes, where he was confin'd in o
Chamber by the Order of M. Ruffel, Go-
wvernour of the Englifh Ifland. After-
wards he was fet at Liberty, and tran-
Jported to Mariinica, where he was pre-
fent at the Death of M. de Blenac, Ge-
neral of the French Iflands.  From thence.
he pafs'd over into France, and comting'd
very doubtful whether be fhould try bis
Fortune again by Sea or not.

All thefe Particulays (Sir) are related
in [0 plain and natural & Siyle, that yonu
may clearly difcern the Integrity and Gene-.
rofity of the Author. Indeed it muft be
acknowledg’d that Sailers and other Per-
fons, taken up with the Management of
Maritime Affasrs, are nothing near (o po-
lite, as thofe 1hat bhave Employments on
the Land, by reafon that they do not keep
fo much Company, and have not an oppor-
tunity of converfing [o frequently with the
more refin’d Wits of the Age ; but to make
amends for this Defect, they are ge-
nerally a great deal more fincere. There-
fore yon need not fear, left a Sea-(aptain
Jhould impofe on your Credulity: Befides,
1 have often heard him making a Narra-
tion of the fame Voyage, yet never conld
perceive hime 1o wary in the leaft Circum:
Plances infompch, that the Candonr and.
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Free dir, with which he was wont to relate
the bravest Allions that were perform'd in
the Engagements, would foon perfuade his
Hearers to believe, thar what be faid was
certainly true.  Neither did he write this
Narrative thro' Oftentation, fince be him-
Self fufficiently declares in the beginning
of it, that be did itonly to give an Account
of his Expeditions 10 a Minifter of State.
Lastly, if you ftill donbtof the Fight, in
which the Sieur de Montauban fufferd
Shipwreck, you cannot but remember that
you_bave read it in the Gazettes of the
Month of September or O&tober, of the
prefent Year.

I am,
SIR,
Your moft Humble, and

moft Obedient Servant,

'B**:k



RELATION

OF THE

VOYAGE

OF THE

Steur de Montauban,

Captain of the French Privateers,
on the Coafts of Guines, 4. D. 1695.

FTER having been {o often made
fenfible of the Malignant Influences

B of the Planct that governs at Seas
and havmg, by the means of a crofs For-
tune, loft all the Goods which I had gather'd
tmether with o great Care and s’qms I
ihould take no Delight in calling to Mind the
Misfortunes that put an end tomy laftExpe-
dition 5 were it not that the Defire of being
ftill more ferviceable to the Publick, and to
Private Perfons, asalfo to teflifie to his Ma-
jelty the fervent Zeal Ihad for his Service,
did not oblige me to {et Pen to Paper, to
give




Sieur De Montavbane

give fome Account of my Obfervations to
M, Phelipeanx., in which he may difcern with
what Earneftnefs I penctrated into the moft
remote Colonies of the Enemies, to deftroy
%em, and to rpin their Commerce. o
I was not willing to enlarge this Relation
with an Account of all the Voyages I made,
‘and of all the particular Adventures that be-
fell me on the Coatfts of the New Spain, Car-
thagena, AMfexico, Florida, New-York, New-
England, Newfoundland, the Canary Iflands,
and Cape Verd, where I cruis’d up and down
above Twenty Years,- having begun to fol-
‘low the practice of Navigation at the Age of
Sixteen. 1might alfo add the Expedition of
‘the Year 169r1. in which, being Commander
of the Ship, cal’d The Machine, I ravag’d the
Coafts of Guinea, enter’d the great River of
Serrelion, feiz’d on the Fort of the Englifh,
in which there were 8o pieces of Cannon,
and caus’d ’em to be blown up, that they
might not be refitted : But I will confine my
felf to the Narrative of my laft Voyage, be-
caufe ’tis the lateft, and that which is ftill
frefh in Memory, as having been made
known publickly by the Report that was
fpread abroad in France and elfewhere, about
the firing of my Ship, and the blowing me
up into the Air, after fo prodigious 2 man-

Tier. :
1In the Year 1684. after having ravagd
the Coaft of Carrack I got the Wind to Saita
Cruz,; and was inform’d there, thata Con-
voy of Ships was-to fet ont from the Iﬂ:’andz~
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Szeur De Montauban.

of Barbadoes and Nevis for England. Where-
‘upon I was oblig'd to go to the Latitude of
Bermudaws, with a Defign to feize on that
fmall Fleet, and in hopes of getting a good
Prize. 1was no fooner arriv’d, but they
-appear’d fteering directly towards me, with-
‘out any manner of Fear; but I attack'd the
Convoy, call’d. the Wolf, with two other
'Merchant-Ships, laden with Sugar 3 the reft
‘having found means to efcape, during the
Fight. As I was carrying off this Prize, I
met with another Englifh Veflel of Sixteen
Guns, that came from Spain, and was like-
wife failing for England: She furrender’d
~after a flight Engagement, and I convey’d
‘her to Rochel, where the Court of Admiralty
.adjudg’d her to me as lawful Prize, After

having fold her, I brought my three other

Ships to: Bordeanx, where I arriv’d ‘in the
"Month of Seprember, A. D. 1694. Thefe
were in like manner allow’d to be good
Prize, and I immediately fought for Mer-
chants to difpofe of ’em. , v
Inthe mean while my Free-Booters, who
had not feen France for a long time, being

now arriv’d in a great City, in which Vo-

luptuoufnefs and Luxury are predominant,
were defirous to make themfelves fome a-
mends for the Fatigues they had endur’d,
during folong an Abfence from their Na-
tive Country: Infomuch, that they rio-
toufly wafted vaft Sums. of Money, and
gave way, to all AQtions of Extravagance.
. The Merchants and - Victvallers madef no

' feri-
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Steur De Montanban.
fcruple to truft ’em, or to fupply ‘em with
whatever they defir’d; upon the Reputation
of their Wealth, and the Report'that was
given out in the Cny, with reference to the

-great Prizes in which they had a Share.

“Thus they pafs’d all the Nights in variety
of Divertifements, and the Days in running
about the Streets in Mafquerade , caifing

‘themfelves to be carry’d in Chairs, with

lighted Torches at Noon-day : This Ex-
cefs of Debauchery deftroy’d fonte of ‘em,
and four others deferted me; fo that per-
ceiving that Iloft my Men, notwithftanding
all my Precaution, and all the Prohibitions
that I could make, I determin’d to retire
from the City as foon as *twas poflible, to
preferve the reft of my Company.

At firft I £I°d vp again the Vacancy of
thofe that were loft, by an ¢qual number of
young Men of Bordeanx, who in afhort time
were as capable of playing their Parts as
the oldeft. = And indeed, I always take a
particular Care to infbruck my Men in the

‘beft manner of firing a Piece, and the fre-

quent Exercife, with which I ufvally train
‘em up,within a little while, renders’en as
expert in fhooting right at a Mark, and in
handling their Arms, as the moft ancient
Free-booters of the Sea, and the moft skﬂ*
ful Hunters onLand,

After having vitval’d my Ship, which

carry’d about 34 Pieces of Ordnance, I fet
out frotn Bordeanx in the Month of Febraa-
s 4. D. 1695. with a Defgn to cruife on

the
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the Coafls of Guinea, in Africa. To that
purpofe I pafs’d to the Hlands dzores, which
lie in the 37th. Degree of Latitude, and
rov’d up anddown duringEightDays,without
difcovering any thing. From: thence I
fteer’d to the Canary flands, fituated in the
25th. Degree, and defcry’d the Pike of Te-
neriff at a very greatdiftance,which is reput-
ed to be the higheft Mountain in theWorld.
"Tis reported that thofe Hlands took their
Name from Doggs, call'd Canes in Latin,
great Numbers of which were found there
by the Portuguefes. 1{ail'd round about em
for Fourteen Days, to wait for certain
Dutch Veflels, which (as I was inform’d )
-were to come that way ; and indeed, they
aCtually appear’d, but enter’d the Port be-
fore [ conld come up with ’em ; which Dife'
appointment oblig’d me to fteer my Courfe
for Cape Blanc, and the Iflands of Capé Verd,
which lie between the 14, and the 18.Degree
of Southern Latitude. Upon my Arrival, I
met with two Englifb Ships riding at Anchor
in the Road of the landof AZ4y. 1 fent out
my Shallop to difcover ’em ; and forafmuch
as fhe brought me word, that they were Pri-
vateers or Interlopers, of 30 Guns apiece, I
took a Refolution to take ’em by boarding;
and therefore tack’d abeut, to make up to
‘em: But whilft I was running a Courfe on
one of the Points of the Ifland, thofe Veflels
did not ftay tilll bad tack’d about’ again;
but fufpecting my Defign, they fpeedily fet
fail, leaving their Cables, Anchorsand Shal-

lops on the Road. I

tg 8
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Steur De Montanban.
- I purfu’d ’em all that day ; but the Night
approaching, I loftthe fight of 'em, and re.
turn’d to the Road, from whence they fet

~out, to hoift up the Cables and Anchors,

and to fink the Shallops, to which they
were faften’d,  Afterwards I fteer’d my.
Courfe to the Ifland of St, Vincent, to pay
my Ship, and to take in freth Water and

~Wood. This Ifland is one of thofe of Cape

Verd, or Green-Head, where | ftay’d Eight
Days, and at the end of that Term, having
receiv’d Information from a Portugucfe Bark,
that there were two Englifh Privateers of
20 or 30 Guns at the Ifland of Fuogo, one
of which was refitting, by reafon of an En-
gagement fhe had with another Privateer,
immediately weigh’d Anchor, -and made
that Ifland,which is nct very far diftant from
thofe of St, #incent, hoping to meet with the
Enemies there ; but upon my Arrival I was
inform’d by the Portuguefes, that they had
left the faid Hland de Fuogo five Days before,
in the Night, without giving any notice of
their Courfe. Whereupon I fteer’d mine to
the Coafts of Guinea, and touch’d firft at the
Cape of three Roints, where | met with the

- Guard-Ship which wasa Daurch Frigat of 24

Pieces of Ordnance, and was cruifing onthe
Main. She did not fail to defcry me, and
forthwithr fail’d dire¢tly towards me, to
make a Difcovery: Forafmuch as Ialfo had
a fight of her, and wifh’d for an Opportu-
nity to fight her,:1 caus’d a Durch Flag to
befet up, toavoid difheartning her, and ro

give



Szesr De Montanban,

give her Liberty to draw near within my
Cannon-Shot. When I perceiv’d her to be
near enough, I put out the French Colours
and made a Signal to her to ftrike Sail ; but
fhe incontinently let fly a Broad-fide dt fiie
with a great deal of Courage, and receivid
mine in like manner. Thus we continwd
battering one another, from Morning, till
Four a Clock in the Afternoon: Neither
was I able to get the Weather-gage, norto
come to a clofe Engagement, to make ufe
of my Bucanier Fufees to good purpofe; in
‘which confifts the principal Force of éur
Privateers, nor to hinder her, by the
means of the Advantage of the Wind, which
fhe ftill kept over me, from cafting Anchor
under the Fort of the Cape of the three
Points; where there weré alfo two other
‘Dutch Men of War, one of which carry’d i4
Guns, and the other 28, :

I was apt to belicve at firft, thatchofe
three Ships would joyn together in queft of
me ; fo that I tack’d round about during a
whole Day, to wait for ’em, and caft An-
chor within a League of the Road, hoping
that at laft the Shame of feeing themfelves
infulted over, after fuch a mwanner, would
excite ’em to endeavour to revenge the Af-
front. But ali thefe Efforts were in vain,
and apparently the Guard-Ship was too

much difabled to ftand in need of afecond.

Engagement. A {mall Portuguefe Vellel that

pafs’d by foon after, gave me to underftand, -

that thofe Ships were the fame, that had
‘ oblig’d

i3
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obligd the Sieur Roy, Commander of the

King’s Pink, call’d the Deep, to abandon
the Coaft, whlch was afterwards confirm’d
Dby the Siesr Roy himfelf, at the Prince’s I-

fland, where.we bappen d to meet.

Thus having perceiv’d, that the Enemies
1efusd to fight, and. judgmg that it would
be difadvantageous to me to attack ’em un-
der the Cannon of the Fort; I took a Refo-
lution to go to Cape de¢ Lopez, and to the
Iflands of the Prince, and of St. Thomas. By
the way, I went to difcover St. Fohn’s Cape,
which 1s on the Continent of Guinee, as
well as that of the three Points, and I lucki-
ly met with an Englg{h Shlp of 20 Guns, la-
den with 350 Negro’s, Elephants Teeth
and Wax, It coft me no great trouble to
take her, and the Captain told me that he
came from Ardra, where he took on board
550 Negro’s, fome of whom he caus’d to
be put to Death, for revolting againft the

“Ship’s Crew, and others made their Efcape
-to Land in his Shallop, which they had ta-

ken away. drdra is one of the principal

“Towns of Guinee, fituated on the Sea-fhodr,

being the ufual Place of Refidence” of a.
Prince, who governs a large Tract of Land
in that Country, .

From thence I pafs’d to the meces I-

'ﬂand in the fight of which I took a fmall

(,aper of Emzzdenbma arm’d with Eight

Pieces of Cannon, and 70 Men: She was

wout to cruife in that Latirude, and-to feize
on {mall Barks that pafs’d by that way,
without
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without any Diftin&tion of Nation or Co-
lours.  Afterwards 1 gnter’d the Harbour,
to caufe my Ship; which was very foul, to
be cleans’d, and to difpatch the Englifl Prize,
Thad taken juft before: 1 fenther to St.Do-
‘misgo, in America, to be condemn’d there,
under the Command of the Sieur de Nzve,with
a fufficient number of Men, whom I took
out of my own Ship. But I was inform’d
fome time after; that fhe was retaken by
~certain Englifh Men of War;  who were bex
fore the lefler Goerée. ' PR

~In the mean while, not to fuffer my- Max
riners to lead anidle kind of Life, I gave
Orders to the Officers to canfe my Ship to
be careen’d, and with the Brandenburg Caper
I had taken, and 9o Men, whom I put on
board her, we fteer’d our Courfe, during
a Month and half, cruiftng up and down
the Coalts of Guince, or round about the

Iflands of the Prince, and of St, Omer; with- -

out meeting any Enemy. Afterwards I re-
torn’d to the Road of the former of thofe
Iflands, where I caus’d my Ship to be vitu-
all’d- with all poffible fpeed ; and having
madeevery thing ready, I weigh’d Anchor,
and ftood ia directly for St. Thomas's Ifland,
with a Defign to fell or to truck away the
Caper I had taken. Andindeed,I barter’d her
for Provifions, pot having a fufficient Srore
to ferve us whilft we cruis’d along the Coafts
of Angola, where I determin’d to pafs five
or fix Months, to'avoid a Privateer which
the Englifh were building in thofe Parts ot

‘ Q2 Guiiee
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Guinee: They altually fitted out three
Men of War and a Fire-Ship, to feek for
me in the Road of St. Thomas, where they
judg’d that 1 was to continue for fome
time, At my departure from that lfland
I defcry’d a Ship riding at Anchor, arnd
making towards her, I gave her Chafe for
a long time, but I could not by any means
hinder her from getting a-fhoar, and falling
in with the lfland of St.Omer. I mifs’d in
not taking her 150 Pounds of Gold Duft,
which that Dutch Interloper had traded for
on the Coaft. ,

Afterwards | fteer’d to the Coafts of 4»-
gola, which are fitnated above 250 Leagues
beyond the Equinotial Line, I arrivd
there September 22, and got Information at
the diftance of three Leagues from the
Port of Cabinda, that there were two En-
glifh Veflels, laden with Negro’s. Foraf-
much as I lay under the Wind of that Port,

1 kept off from the Shoar, hoping that the

next day the South-weft Wind, that vfually
blows {rom the Main, would convey me di-
reftly into the Port. That Morning, véry
early, I defery’d a Ship with Englfp Co-
lours making vp towards me,yet I did notat
firft take ber to be a Man of War, but dif-
cover’d fome time after, that {he carry’d
54 Piecesof Ordnance. Ius'd all the Pre.
caution imaginable not to fright her away,
and fec vp Durch Colours to make up to her
with greater Facility: The Englifb Ship on
the other fide did almoft the f{ame thing,

, and
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and by the Cannon-Shot, which the boldly
difcharg’d from time to time, endeavour’d
to draw near us, Having perceivid her
Defign, I feign’d to wait for her coming

up, fteering very flowly, to induce her to’

believe that my Ship was over-loaded, or
that our Courfe was hinder’d for want of
Sails, or a fufficient Complement of Men.
We pafs’d after this manner from Break of
Day, till Ten a Clock in the Morning :
She inceffantly maintain’d her Flag with
Cannon-fhot without Balls 5 but perceiving
atlaft that Idid not do the like to make
good mine, and that we were already come
within Gun-fhot, ‘one of another, fhelet off
a Cannon loaded with Ball, which oblig’d
me to put out French Colours, and to an-
fwer her Salute, At the fight of that Flag,

- the Englifh Man of War, without endea-

vouring to get the Wind of us, et fly two

" Broad-fides, which I receiv’d without fo
mych as firing one Gun, altho I had feven
Men kil’d: [hop’d that beingcome a little
nearer, I might render her uncapable of
making an Efcape; ufing my vimoft Ef-
forts to get clofe within Fufee-fhiot, deter-
mining to embolden her to come on Board,
fince | was not 'in a condition to board her,
becanfe we were to the Leeward. At laft,
having approach’d by little and little, and
feeing her within the reach of myFufileers,
who Jay hid underDeck,[ caus’d 'em to get up,
and they made fo centinual a Fire, chat they
foon abated that of the Enemies,

Q_3 In
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In the mean while, forafmuch as their
Company confifted of above Three Hon-,
dred Men, and they were 2lfo fenfible that. -
their Defign could not be accomplifi’d by

-the difcharging of their Cannon, a Refo-

jution was taken to hoard us, which they
did- with hideous Outcrys, and Threats,
to give us no Quarter, unlefs we furren-
der’d: But their Grappling-Irons not being -
able to lay hold on the Stern of my Ship,
theirs ranin fuch a manner, that fhe dafhd
her Poop 2gainft my Boltfprit, and broke
it in pieces.

 Then my Men taking. the Advantage of
the Hurry and Diforder, loft none of  their
aim, and fir’d fo fuuouﬂy for an Hour and
half that the Enemy being no longer able
to ref ft; and having loft many of their
Mariners, beg,an to defpond, and retir’d
underneath the Decks. I alfo perceiv’d
almoft at that verymﬂant that they made
me a fign with their Hats to give ’em Q\_Jar-
Ter. Whereupon 1 caus’d my Men to de-
fift from firing, and commanded the Englifh
to embark in their Shallops, in order; ta
{irrender themfelves on board my Shlg
At the fame timel appomted fome of my.
Attendants to leap into that of the Eng-
mies, to feize on .it, and to prevent.all
manner of Surprize. | was already over-
ioy’d at the taking of fo confiderable a3

- Prizes and fo much the rather, in regard

that after having mafterd that Veflel,
which was the Guard- thgs of Angola, and

the
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the largeft that the Englih had in thofe
Seas; 1 fhould be in a- condmon to: get
better Prizes,and to attack any Man of War
whatever : My Men were no lefs ;oyful
than my felf; fome of whom were. going
from on Board and others were employ’d in
veering the Cable, with a great deal of fz=
tlsfa&lon, ‘when on a fuddain Fire, having
taken the Powder in the Gun-room, by
the means of a Match, which the C%ptam
had left there, hopuw to efcape with his
two Shallops ; the Ships. bemg grappl’d to-
gether, were both blown, up into the Air,
and made the moft dreadful Noife that,e-
ver was heard. ’Tis impoflible .to make a
lively Reprefentation of. that fad Spe@acle ;
for fince the Spectators were themfelves the
A&ors in fo bloody a Trageay, they knew.
not whether- they faw it or not, and werg,
not able to judge, but of what Lhey them-,
felves had felt: Therefore leaving it to
the Reader to imagine the Horror that
might arife from the fight of two Ships
that are blown up into the Air with Gun-
powder, abovethe height of 2001 Fathoms, 4 To,(e,
formmg as it were an huge Mountain of
Fire, Water, Fragments of the S'nps,
Cords, pieces of Ordrance and Men, with
a deadly Havock 5 during which, amld{hhe
noife of the Guns that were. let offin the Air,
and of the roaringWaves that fwell’d up on
all fides 5 one mlght alfo hear the horrible
crafhing "of the fhatter’d Mafts and Ta-
bles, of the torn Sails and Cords; of the
Qa Men
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Men crying out, and of the broken Bones,
Teaving all that [ fay to the Tmagination of
the Reader, 1 thall only declare here what

- befel my felf, and by what good Fortune I
efeap’d. '

When the Fire took, I ftood on the
Deck of my Ship in the Fore-Caftle, where
I'Was giving Orders, and was blown up
with fome part of the Deck {o violently,
that (as Itake it) the extreme Height, to
which 1 was hurry’d, hipder’d 'me from
being involv’d among the Fragments of the
Ships, where I muft inevitably have been

crufl’d in- a thoufdnd pieees: T fell back

into the Sea, quite ftunn’d, and continu'd
for a long while under Water,without being
able'to recover my felf; til at 1aft frug-
gling in the- Water, as a Man, who' is a-
fraid of being drown'd, I got above it, and
caught hold of a piece of Maft that lay near
me, Then [ cry’d out to fome of my Men
whom I faw {wimming round about me,
and exhorted ‘em to be of good Courage,
hoping that ‘we might {ave our felves if
we could find fome of our Shalleps. But
that which troubl’d me more than myown
Misfortune, was ‘the fight of two half Bo-
dies; in which there was ftill fome Re-
maindet of Life, floating on the Water, and
leaving the Place where they funk ftain’d
with their Blood ; as alfo te fee round a-
bout - me an infinite number of Limbs
atid Members torn from Bodies, and the
greatell part of “em {pitted on the Splinters

of
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of Wood. In the mean while, one of my
Men having efpy’d an entire Shallop amidft
the Wreck, that fwam on the Water, told
me that ’twas requifite to endeavour to
ftop a Hole therein, and to take outa
fmall Boat, which was enclos’d within it.
Whereupon about Fifteen or Sixteen of us,
who had efcaped, made vp to the Shallop,

every one on his pieceof Wood, and took

fo great Care to clear ‘our Boat, that at
laft our Attempt prov’d fuccefsful. = Thus
we all got into it, and not long after fav'd
our Mafter-Gunner, who had one -of his
Legs fhot off in the Fight. We took up
three or four Oars, or pieces of Planks,
that ferv’d us for the fame vfe. Then
we fovght for fomewhat to make a Sail,
and a fmall Maft; and after hdving fur-
nif’d our felves in the ‘beft manner we pof-
fibly could, we entirely rely’d upon the Di-
vine Providence, which alone was able to
‘fecure our Life and Safety. R
As foon as I had ceas’d fromWork,Ifound
my. {elf-all over befmear’d with Blood that
ran out of a Wound I receiv’d in my Head,
and which was apparently occafion’d by my
being blown up.  Therefore Lint was made
for me with my Handkerchief, and a Band
with a piece of my Shirt, having firft wafl’d
the Wound with Urine. The fame thing
was done for others of our Company, wha
were wounded, whilft- our Shallop faild
without any fight of Land, neither did we
know whither we were fteering; bat ;lha;“;
whic

2y
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which added to our AffliCtion was, that we
had no Provifions, and had already pafs'd
three Days without either eating or drink-
ing ; infomuch, that one of our Men, quite
worn out with Hunger and Thirf}, drank
fo great a quantity of falt Water, that he
burft; The greatelt part of our Company
vomited continually, whether they receiv’d
any Injury from the Water they fwallow’d
upon their falling into the Sea, as it befel
me, or from that which they were necefli-
tated to drink. As for my felf, .1 was a
long time indifpos’d, fo that my Body
fwell’d extremely, anda great number of
fmall Pimples broke forth throughout my
Body: ButIam apt to believe, the cure
of my Dropfie, and the Health that I have
in fome fheafure recover’d, and which is
by. degrees more and -more reftor’d;- to-be
chiefly  owing to a ‘Quartan-Agne, - that
feiz’d- on me a little. while after that Mis-
fortune. Ido not reckon up the other In-
conveniences that were occafion’d. by fo
defperate a Blow, it being impoffible --that
they fhould not befal any Perfon under my.
Circomftances. The Fire. of the Powder

* burnt all my Hair, my whole Face,, and all

over.one fide of my Body, and I became
fenfible of that Accident, which commonly
happens among the - Cannoniers, who ferve
az Sea 5 that is to fay, 1voided Blood thro’
the Nofe, Ears and Mouth. 1 know not
whetier the Blaft of the Gun-powder pro-
duces that Bffect, by excellively dilatin® the

Vellels
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Vellels that contain the Blood in our Body,
fo tha: the ends of the Branches let it out,
or whether the great Noife and Commotion
that it caufes in thofe Organs, obliges the

Veins toopen: But let the cafe be how it

will; ’tis of no great moment, fince this

i5.not a proper Place to hold a Confultation.

of Phyfitians, as long as we are ready to be
ftarv’d with Hunger; nor toenquire what
hecame of all the Englifh Men, when we had
much ade to fave our felves.

' We continu’d our Courfe by rowing up
the Current, becanfe we knew it came from
the Port.of Cabinda ; but forafmuch as the
Wind was contrary, we could never regch
it; and we were forc’d to content our felves
only to make Cape Corfa if it were poffible,
which .is diftant Twelve Leagues from that
of Cather[ra, where we were not able to
land; by reafon of a Bar, which renders the
Coalt inacceffible, - That was our Defign,
but Hunger hinder’d-us from putting itin
Execution, and ’twas requifite to .overcome
the Obftacles that Nature laid in our way,
by getting a-{hoar netwithftanding the Bar,
which we did at laft, with a great deal of.
Difficulty, hoping to meet with fome Ne~
gro, who might fupply us with Vituals.
Therefore one of our Company being de-
tach’d to feck for fomewhat to appeafe our
Hunger, had the good Luck to find in 2
Pond that the Sea had form’d hard by, good
ftore of Oyfters fticking to certain Branches,
and immediately ran to give us notice ot

.-
o

23



24

Steur De Montanban.

this Difcovery. Whereupon we all got
up the Channel, to that Pond; and being
arriv’d there, eat Oyfters with 2 very geod
Appetite 5 opening em with Knives we had
in our Pockets, which we lent one to ano-

‘ther very charitably. After having {pent

two Days there, I divided my Men into
three {fmall Bands, and fent ’em to feek for
Provifions "and Habitations farther up the
Land, with Orders to return to the Shallop
in the Evening, I alfo went forth with the
reft, but we did not meet with an Habitati-
on, nor any Footfteps of Men. We only faw
many Herds of Buffies, of the bignefs of an
Ox, which fled from usas we drew near ’em.
Thus the whole Day being fpent, without
finding any thing, we all came back to the
Shallop to feed upon Oyfters, and took a
Refolution to depart from that Place the
next day, to go to Cape Corfa, to the Lee-
ward of which is fituated a large Port,
where the Veflels that come from Cruifing,
take in freh Water and Wood, The Ne-
gro’s who inhabit the Country as foon 4s
they ‘are inform’d of the Arrival of any
Vellels, by the difcharging of their Cannon,
inftantly repair to the Shoar, bringing Pro-
vifions to be ekchang’d for Brandy, Knives,
Hatchets, and other Toys, They areoblig'd
to take vp their Habitation far from the
Sca, by reafon that all thofé Coafts are fur-

‘vounded with Marfhy Grounds.  We were

no fooner arriv’d at that Cape, but we
heard a great noife made by the Negro’s,
o who
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who came to fell Wood to the Ships that
lay at Anchor in the Port, and I made enqui-
1y among ’em, endeavouring to find out
fome of my Acquaintance: For fince they
had very frequently fupply’d me with ne-
ceffary Refrefhments,Wood and other Com-
modities in my other Voyages; I hopd to
meet with fome Perfons that had Know-
ledge of me; but altho I knew many of
’em, neverthele(s ’twas almoft impoflible
to perfwade ’em, that I was Captain Mon-
_tauban, in regard that | was fo much dis-
figur’d; and they all took me for an Impofter
that defign’d to impofe on their Credulity.
However, 1took the Liberty to tell ’em in
their Language, which I underfiood a little,
that I was ready to ftarve with Hunger,
and that I entreated ’em to give me fome-
what to eat: But I .could not prevail by
any means whatever,  and “twas abfolutely
requifite for me to beg the favour of’em to
conduét me to Prince Thomas, wha is the Son
of the King of that Country, hoping that
‘he would call to mind the good Ofhices I had

formerly done him. _
At laft [.found means to introduce my
whole Company into the Prefence of that
Prince. We pafs’d ai firft thro the Habita-
tions of thofe Negro’s, and began by lit-
tle and little, to make fome lmpreflions on
their Mind ; infomuch, that they gave.ws
fome Banana’s, which are a kind of Figs,
longer than ones Hand. The next day
we arriv’d at Prince Thomas’s Scat, but I was
in

25
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in fo forry an Equipage, that I could net
make him take any Cognizance of me, by
all the figns I gave him, either ia the Aoor-
ifh Language, or in that of the Porrugucfes,
which he {peaks very fluently. Foraimuch
as in bathing with him one day, he had
feen a Scar occafion’d by a Mufguet-thot [
had receiv’d in my Thigh; he told me
that ’twas requifite at that very Inftant to
know whether Ireally were Capt, Montau-
ban; and if I were not the Perfon, he would
take Care that I fhould lofe my Head.
Whereupon he ask’d me whether 1 had not
foch a Scar; fo that after having fhew d it to
him, he immediately embrac’d me, and
told me that he was very much concern’d to
fee me in fodeplorable a Condition. At firft
he caus’d wholfomeVictuals to be diftributed
to all my Retinue, and caus’d ’em to bz lodg’d
in feparateApartments, giving particular Or-
ders to the Negro’s, with whom they were
quarter’d,to take all poflible Care of ’em. As
for my felf] he retain’d me in his Court, and -
caus’d me continually toeat at hisownTable.
When I was a little refrefh’d, he acquaint-
ed me with his Intention to conduct meto
his Fathier, whofe ufual Place of Refidence
was five or fix Leagues diftant from thence;
that is to fay, ten or twelve from the Sea-
fhear, Whereupon I.gave bim to under-
ftand, .that I was very f{enfible of the Ho-
nour he did me, with extreme Satisfaltion;
and. humbly entreated him at the fametime
to give me leave to take my Free-Booters a-
’ long
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long with me; and to beftow on us fome
Pieces of Stuff to put us in an Equipage fic
to appear before {o great a Monarch: He
~condefcended to grant évery thing .that I
defir’d, fo that three Days after, we fet
out altogether in a large Canoo, and pafs’d
up the River of Cape de Lopez,, by reafon that
.the Country is {o full of Fenns and Marfhes,
" that onecannot travel thro’ it by Land,
Upon our Arrival at the King’s Court, in
‘a Village, confifting of three Hundred Cot-
tages, cover’d with Palm-Tree-Leaves;
-where the King keeps his Wives and Relati-
ons, with fome other Negro Families,
that bave obtain’d the greateft Share of
his Favour; a Lodging was provided for
me in Prince Thomas’s Apartments, and all
my Attendants were difpos’d of in others.
We found the Inhabitants making great La-
-mentation and Mourning, becaufe the chief
Prieft of their Religion, whom they cali'd
Papa, dy’d that very Day ; and in regard
that the Fuoneral Pomp was to commence,
which is ufvally. continu’d for Seven Days,
for Priefts of his Quality. Indeed he was
in great Veneration and Efteem. among
thofe People, who look’d wpon him as a
Holy Man, Forafmuch as during the whole
time of that doleful Solemnity, the King
was in Mourning, and admitted none to pub-

lick Audience, Prince Thomas advis'd meto:

wait patiently, and not to ftir out of iy
Lodging, unlefs it were to vifit his Majeily,
becaufe it was the Cultom of his Narizz,

: o
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However, I could not forbear going to
take a view of the Faneral Proceflion, yet
could difcern nothing but a great Concourfe
of People round about the Corps of the De-
ceafed Perfon. In themean while,l was well
entertain’d by the Order of Prince Thomas,
who was gon to fee his Father. Indeed there
was no want of Banana’s, Elephants Fiefn,

‘and River-Fifh; but we had neither Bread

nor Wine, nor any kind of Sawce, as it
may. be -eafily imagin’d. My Men were
treated in like manner in their Apartments,

.during the whole time of our Aboae in that

Place.
At the end of Eight Days Prince Thomas
came to us, and introduc’d us into the Pre-

fence of the King his Father; be is a portly

Negro, of a tall Stature, well thap’d, and
aged about Fifty Yearss; who, to do me
greater Honour, upon hla Son’s Recommen-
dation, went out of his Hqufe, on purpofe
to receive me, and advanc’d fome Paces for-
ward to meet me. He leant on four or
five Women, who fupported him on all
fides, fhewing a certain Grandeur, after a
very confufed and odd manner. He was
furrounded with a great number of Negtoes,
arm’dwith Lances and Fufees, which they
dlfcharg’d from time to time with very lit-
tleOrder: Many Trumpeters and Drum-
mers march’d before him, and atthe Head
of that Company were carry’d'divers Stan-
dards, of the Colour of thofe of Holland, He

had no-ether Clealhs than a picce of Cot-
ton-
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ton-Cloth, with white and blue Stripes,
with which fome Parts were only cover’d
by feveral Folds made round about his Body.

- He was pleas’d to make me fenfible of his
Amity and Refpeét for me,by many Demon-
ftrations 5 and having ftretch’d out hisHand,
told me, that ’twas the firft time he gave it

to any Man. When we were arriv’d athis .

Houfe, he fat down at the Door,; and caus’d
me to be placed onone fide, and hisSon on
the other, Then he ask’'d me feveral Que~
ftions about the Grandeur-and Power of the
King my Mafter 5 and after I had acquaint-
ed him, that he alone at prefent carry’d on
a War againft the Englifh and Hollanders, (of
whom his Majefty had fome knowledge, as
baving often feen’em at Cape de Lopez) and
that he likewife maintain’d it againft the
Germans and Spamjards, more potent Na-
tions than the former, he told me that he.
was well fatisfied with my Narrative, and
that he had a mind to drink a Health to the.
King of France.. Whereupon fome Palm-
Wine was immediately brought to  him,
which was not very difagreeable to the Pa-
late, and his Female A:tendants ferv’d him
with it inalarge Cryftal-Glals.. Asfoonas
he began to take the Glafs, the Negroes and
Negrefles, who attended in great numbers,
held up his right Arm, and continually kept
it fteady in the fame pofture,till he had made.
an end of drinking, Afterwards a great noife
was made with the Trumpets and Drums,
and a Volley of Musket,or rather Fudee.fhot.

: R ' Then
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Then Prince Thomas ask’d me what was-
the Name of the King of France 5 and after
1had made Aniwer that he was. call’d Lewss
the Great , he told me he was defirous that [
fhould ftand God-father to a Child he had,.
aged only feven or eight Months, and that I
fhould name him Lewss the Great ;- wherenpon

T.coald not forbear fmiling a little. Hepro-

misd me likewife that at the firft Voyage [
fhould make to his Country he would deli-
ver him into my Hands, to be convey’d to
France, and prefented to the King,for whofe
Service he defign’d him; being well pleafed
that his Son fhould be educated after the
manner of that Nation, and in the Court of
fo great a Monarch. Ialfo engag’d on the
other fide, that the very firft time I thould
corme back to Guinee, I would not fail to put
him in mind of his Promife, to the end that
at my Return to France 1 might fet before
the King the greateft Prefent that could pof-
fibly be made; namely, the Son of Prince
Thomas, Pray affure bim (faid that Prince)
that I am one of his particular Friends, and
that if he ffand in need of my Service I will
pafs over into France, with all the Lances and
Fufees belonging to the King my Father:, that
# 10 fay, with all the Forces of the Kingdom.
Then the King refoming his Difconrfe gave
me to underftand, that he alfo would takea
Progrefs thither in Perfon, if it were requi-

fite, and immediately all the Negroes and
Negrefies made fo hideous an Out-cry,that 1

was extremely furpriz’d: That Cry no
fooner
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fooner ceas’d, but the Fufileers difcharg’d a
Volley of all their Fire-arms, the Trumpets

founding, and Drums beatingy and the

Lance-men fell arunning from one fide.to
another backward and forward, with great
Shouts ; fo that I could not choofe but be
fomewhat frighted: And indeed, ! did not
know the meaning of that Uproar, neither
was 1 able to recover my felf, tyi I per-
ceiv’d that the King drank a Health to the
King of France a fecond time, with the fame
‘Ceremonices as before; that Prince Thomas
pledg’d his Father, and that ’twas order’d
that we fhould @ll drink at the fame time.
‘Which being done accordingly, the King
caus'd two Loaves of Wax to be brought to
him, made me a Prefent of 'em, defiring me
to accept of ’em asaMark: of his Friendfhip,
and afterwards enter’d his Houfe, ’

~ This Audience being thus -concluded,

Prince Thomas conduéted me thro’ all the
Quarters of the Village, where he went to
vifit his Friends, and on the following Days
we pafs’d to divers other Villeges, ficuated
farther up the Country at the diftance of
five or fix Leaguesone from ancther, Thefe
People, the greateft part of whom never tra-
vell'd to the Sea-fhoar, and confiquently
pever had a fight of white Men, ranfrem
all parts to fee us, and brought us greater
quantities of Fruir, and of Flefh, of Buffles
and Elephants; than we counld eat.  The E»
lephants of that Country are not altogether
like thofe of the Eaft-Indjes; being but of

R 2 Cone
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one kind, as alfo are thofe of Cofuls, near
Zanguebar, on the Eaftern Coafts of Ethio-
pia.  The Negroes eat "em with a great deal
of Delight, and efteem their Flefh beyond
any other : They make their moft fumptu-
ous Feafts with ’em, and thofe who were de-
firous to.do uvs moft Honour, prefented ’em
to us inftead of Buffles; on which, never-
thelefs I fet a greater Value.

Forafmuch as they were not able to com-
prehend the difference of Colour between our
Complexion and theirs, they firoak’d our
Faces with their Hands, to fece whether
the white Colour would pafs away; nay,
divers of our Company had their Hands
fcrap’d - with Knives, fometimes even till
they were hurt, yet we durft not complain
of that rough ufage : However, Prince
Thomas perceiving it, commanded his™ At-
tendants not to fuffer em thus to rub and
fcratch our Fingers, and fpoke aloud to the
People that ran after us, telling ’em that all
Foreigners were white, and that if the Ne-
gross travel’d into other Countries, they
would appear as ftrange to thofe Natives,; as
we did among thém in Guince. Nay, he of-
ten fmil’d to fee the Multitude continually
running after us, as if we had been fome un-
known Animals; and I know not whether
he were difplea’d tofee us thus pefter’d by the
Importunity of the Negroes, or whether he
might not take fome Delight in cbferving

‘the Sottifhnefs of thofe People : And indeed,]

had fometimes an opportunity to take notice
of all their extravagant Fopperies, At
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- Atlaft, after three Days Journey, accom-
pany’d with variety of Divertifements, the
Prince convey'd me thro’ another Road to
take leave of his Father, The King carefs’d
me in a moft obliging manner, according to
the Cuftom of his Nation, and made me
promife to vifit him the firft time I return’d
to Guinee. Afterwards we embark’d in his
Canoo, and arriv’d the next day at Prince
Thomas’s Village, where he continw’d the no-
ble Entertainments,with which he was wont
-totreat us.. Then he told me that he was
- defirous that I fhould perform the Office of
a Godfather to his Son, and I comply’d fo
much the more willingly, in regard that I

had an Opportunity of contributing fome- -

what to the making of a Chriftian, and the
fandifying of a Soul. ,

But forafmuch as I doubted whether the
Prieft of the Village knew how to baptize,
.or remember’d the Words that ought to be

pronounc’d in the Adminiftration of that Sa-.

crament, 1 entreated the Prince to provide
fome of thofe Priefts who were in the Ports-
guefe Veffels, and he accordingly fent for one
€0 Cape de Lopez, who arriv'd two Days af-
ter. The Chriftian Religion was firft . in-
troduc’d into that Country by the Portugue-
fes, altho’ it be true indeed, that they donot
‘maintain it therein as muchas it is requifite:
But the Obftacles that hinder the Propagatl-
on of it, proceed without doubt from the dif-
ficulty of inhabiting an-almoft wild and bar-
‘ren Country, where the Air and Provifions
‘ Ry are
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are not natural to Foreigners: Therefore
in order toits firm Eftablithment in thofe
Parts, rwould be expedient for the Exrope-
ans to have fettled Habitations, or tobuild
Towns there, to inftrodt the Negroes in the
Articles of Faith, and Myfteries of the Gof-
pel, and to fend Miflions thither from time
to time ; which might be done with great
Facility, by reafon that thofe People are ex-
tremely docil, and very capable of imbibing
‘geod Principles, and of embracing any Do-
£trige that one would go about to. teach’ em,
fince they have liv’d for a long time without
any manner of Belief, or any Idea of ano-
ther Religion. Thefe Negroes being thus
converted to Chuﬁmmty,i’ome of ’em might
be ordain’d Priefts, who might be furpifh’d
with Rituals,and other Books relating tothe
Ceremonies of the Church, and a Catechifm
for the regulating of their Faith, till they
were capable of reading the New Tefta-
ment. It would alfo be requifite to eftablifh
a Bifhop in that Town, who fhould take
care to fend Prielts into the feveral Habita-
“tions of the Negroes throughout the Coun-
“try, and to cavie Oratories to be built in

~the moft populous Places. ,
© “Thos the Chriftian Religion might be
‘propagated in Guizee, and would be lefs lia-
‘ble ta be extirpated by the Wars that the
Natives. make with foreign People, A Re-
formation might aifo be effetinally carry ’d
‘on-among the. (‘hsu‘%ane who refide in the
Kingdoms ef Frz and Murcm and a muta-
al



Sieur De Montauban.

al Correfpondence might be maintain’d be-
- tween the Priefts of that Nation, and thofe
of Guinee, to the end that they might aflift
one another in the Prefervation of Religion
throughout all the Coafts of 4frica, Indeed

Chriftianity was planted almoft after the -

fame manner among the Genriles, who had a
much greater Averfion to our Faith, than
‘the Negroes of Guince have at prefent. The
- Priefts, who are to be found thereabouts,
are not for the moft partreal Priefts ; not
having been ordain’d by any Bifhop, and
having only fubftituted themfelves in the

room of thofe. who died in their Country =

Neither have they retain’d any thing that {a-
vours never {o little of Chriftianity, altho’
.they perform many Cereinonies, and have
fome Appearance of the Adminiftration of
the Sacraments.
But to return to our private Chriftenings
apon the Arrival of the Portuguefe Priett,
. Prince Thoma’s Son was actually Baptiz’d,
and nam’d Lewss the Great, according to his
Father’s Intention: A certain Negrefs of his
Relations ftood Godmother, and I my felf
- was Godfather, [wastold that that Lady
_bore the name of Antonia, which (hereceiv’d
from the Wife of a Portuguefe Captain, who
held her at the Baptifmal Font, Two or
‘three Days after the Celebration of this So-
lemnity, which was perform’d withall the
Magnificence that conld be expected among
the Negroes ; fome of Prince Thomas's
Guards, who were pofted at Cape de Lopez,
- ‘ ‘R 4 : 10
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to glve notice of the Arrival of the Ships,

came to acquaint him with that of an Englifp
Veflel. Whereupon 1 entreated him to give
me leave to embark therein, to return to
my native Country, in order to my perfe&
Recovery from that illnefs, under which T
ftill labour’d. But he was not willing that
1 fhould. put my felf into the Hands
of myEnemies,and defir’d me to havea little
Patience, till the Arrival of fome Portuguefe,
with whom he would readily permit me to
go. However, he went to Cape de Lopez, to
truck away Elephants Teeth, Wax, and

‘Negroes, for Iron, Arms and Brandy, and
_returh’d “after ten o twelve Days, when he

told me, that a Pormgne/’e Veliel lay at An-
chor at Cape de Lopex ; that *twas rcquifite
to caufe my felf to be convey’d in Canoos,
to embark therey that hehad rec0mtnended

‘me to the Captain; ‘and that I fhéuld want

nothing that was neceflary for me durmg
my Voyage to Ewrope.
Then L took care to get all my Men to-

- gether, except two, whom 1 did not think

fit to wait for, becaufe they had taken a Pro-
grefs into’ the Country for five or fix Days,
and | knew not whereto find ’em. * There-
fore we embark’d in.the Canoos of thag
Prince,. after “having: folemnly taken my

‘leave of him; and being arriv’d at' Cape de

Lopez, 1 percav’d that the Portuguefe Com-

,:axmdcr was an old- Acquaintance’ of mine,

with whom I had contraded Friendfhip at
the Hland of &t Thomas.  Whetenpon I took
Ship
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Ship with him, and three Days after, we
caft Anchor before the fame Iland ; the Go-

vernour of which thew’d me aworld of kind-
nefs, and did thelike to all my Men, during

a whole Month that we were oblig’d to ftay -

in that Port. At the expiration of that
-time, an Englifh Ship arriv’d, which had
been fteering her Courfe on the Golden
Coafts, - I foon got into the Acquaintance
of the Captain, and at laft we became {o in-
timate Friends, that I thought my felf
bound in Honour to accept of the kind Of-
fers he made me, - He entreated me to em-
bark with him, and aflur’d me, that at Bar-
-badoes, to which place he was bound, I fhould
meet - with all the Supplies, neceffary for
the recovering, of my Health; becaufe there
were certain able fewifh Phyfitians, who
were his particular' Friends. = Therefore I
went on board his Ship, with all my  Men,
notwithftanding all the Reafons alledg’d by
the Governouor of the Ifland, to induce me
to fufpect the Englifh Captain, who was
without doubt one of the moft courteous and
upright Men of his Nation': He was fokind
as to refign his Cabbin to me; and to aff’orc}
me all the Delights and Divertifements that
can be imagin’d, to mitigate the Pains Ien-
‘dur’d from time to time, :

. Ten Days after our Departure from S,
Thomas, having loft the Rudder of our
Ship, we wereoblig’d to fet up aMaft in its
place, which was put thro’ the Port-holes of

‘the Gun-room, and we were forc'd to fteer

with
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with it, duringthe whole time of our Voy-
age, which continu’d three Months. When
we flood in for Barbadoes, our Provifions be-
gan to fail, and there only remain’d what
was fufficient for three Days, infomuch, that
the Captain being much offended at his be..
ing overcharg’d with my Men,order'd three
guarters of their Allowance to beretrench’ds
and as foon aswe arriv'd in the Port, went
to falute 4. Ruffel; who was Governour of
the Ifland. 'He gave him a particular Ac-
count of the Engagement I had with the
Gnuard-Ship of Anrgolz, and was very much
blam'd for bringing me to Barbadoes. After-
wards, returning to his Ship, he related to
me every thing that was difcours’d between
him and the Governour, wha forbid him un-
der pain. of Death, to {uffer me to land :
However, he did not acquaint me wich the
Prohibition, but contented himfelf only to
advife me not to go a-[hore, to avoid giving
any caufe of Sufpicion to A4 Raffell, which
Order I promis’d punéually to obferve,
pot being follicitous to take any further
Cognizance of a Place, which was well
known to me a long time ago, and being un-
willing to give the leaft Offence to my Cap-
tain.

 The next day, many Fews, who were

turn’d out of Martivica, came to vific me vp-
on the Report of my Arrivaly and perceiv-
ing me to be very much indifpos’d and weak-
en'd, they fent to me divers Phyfitians of
vheir Nation, who told me that I could not

be
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be cur’d, unlefs I were brought - a-fhoar)
proffering at the fame time to follicite the
Governour on my behalf, to give leave, that
I might be convey’d into a Houfe onthe
Port, Wherenpon I drew up a Petition to
2, Ruffel, in which Ientreated him to grane
me- fuch a Licenfe, promifing that I would
not ftir out of the Chamber that fhould be
appointed for my Lodging, only to re-em-
bark,:and to caufe my felf to be tranfported
to Martinica, Flowever, the Phyfitians them-
felves were oblig’d to be my Bail, and I was
at laft conducted to the Houfe of one AL Fe-
«cob Lewes, where great Care was taken of me
during the whole time of my Abode in that
Place, L A
Three Days after Iwas carry’d thither,
theMajor-General eame to fee me by the Go-
vernor’s Order; very generoufly promis’d
me his Prote&ion, and offer’d his Service,

efpecially to procure me any thing that
might be neceffary for the Reftauration of

my Health: Yet I was vifited from time to
time by the fame Major, and every day by a
Captain of the Garrifons who came not fo
- much to enquire after the State of myHealth,
as to obferve, whether .Ifhould ere long be
in a condition to be tranfported out of the
Hland. - A1 Ruffel himfelf came in like man-
ner ten oy twelve Days after my Arrival, to
know whether it were true that I was really
fo ill as it was reported : He alfo gave mea
fecond Vifit feven or eight Days after, in
the Evening, and caus’d me to be remfov’d
' rom

L3
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from the Few’s Houfe where Ilodgd, to
that of an Englifh Merchant : He told me at
the fame time, that I fhould be better ac-
commodated there than I had been at M, Fa-
cob Lewss’s 3 but the real Intention was,that
T fhould be better guarded, and that I might
not have an Opportunity of difcourfing with
fo many People, .. The next day he came a-
gain to fee me, and ask’d me how I lik’d
my new Quarters. [ heartily thank’d him
for the good Offices he had done me, and to
the end that he might not have caufe to fu-
fpe& myMen,I entreated him to give Orders,
that they fhould be confin’d in the Citradel,
to prevent them.from ftragglingabout the

Ifland, and from making their Efcape.
~ Then M. Ruffel told me, that he intended
to do fo 3 but that I ought to underftand that
they werg Prifoners of War, as well as my
felf. I reply’d, ThatI was notignorant of
its and that kthought my felf happyin fal-
ling into his Hands ; but that the Englifh
Captain, who brought me to Barbadoes, had
pafs’d his Word that I fhould not be retain’d
nor-any -of my Company: That upon his
Proteftations of inviolable Fidelity, and the
Offers of Service he made me, Iventur’d to
-embark, relying on the marks of Friendfip,
which he had already fhewn: Then I ad-
ded, that my Reqgueft to him was only to
grant me my Liberty, and that of my Men,
prowifing that I would ever be mindful of
‘the Favour, either in refloring the Prifoners
whom I might carry off from the Iflands, if [
" fhould
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‘fhould take up Arms again, or in paying
‘him what Ranfom he fhould think fit to re-
quire.
" No, Sir, (faid M. Ruffel) I will neither have
“your Ranfom, nor your Prifoners’, for you are [0
gallant a Man, that yonr Misfortune and Ifl-
nefs cannot but be pitied, and therefore on the
contrary, I would entreat you to accept of Forty
Piftoles, of which I make you a Prefent, to fusp-
" ply you with Neceffaries. He gave 'em me in
a Purfe, which without doubt he brought
for that very purpofe, and at hisDeparture
acquainted me that he was going to give
Orders, that my Men fhould be got together
again.. The next day he fent me twoof
"em, who told me; that they did not know
what was become of the reft, and that they
had Orders from the Governor to ftay with
me: ‘Ihad the Liberty to fend ’em abroad,to
procure any thing that I ftood in n¢ed ofjand
at laft finding my felf fomewhat ftrengthen’d
‘by the means of the extraordinary Care that
my Landlord took of me, Iacquainted the
-Officer, who vifited me every day, that I
would. beg leave of the Governour to em-
bark in the firlt Veflel that fhould fet ont
from Martinica. '
Three Days after there arrivid a Bark,
which the Count de Blenac, General of the

French 1flands, fent for the exchanging of -

Prifoners. M. Ruffel gave me notice of its
Arrival, ‘and that [ fhould prepare for my
embarking therein.’. Then I had the Liber-
ty to go to his Houfe' to' thank him for il]
. | the
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the Kin&neﬂ”es he had fhewn me. - He told

me that he was forry he was oblig'd by the
Law of Arms not to allow me more Free-

~dom than I had, and that he entreated me

to afford a favourable Entertainment to the
Englifh Men who fhould fall into my Hands,
Afterwards I went on board the French Bark,
which was commanded by the Sieur Courpon,
formerly an Inhabitant of St. Chriffophers;
but I could not regainany of my Free-boot-

-ers, except thofe two, who werefent tome

by M. Ruffel, as I have alveady hinted.
- We difimbark’d at the Royal Fort of

- Martinica, and I repair’d with my two Men

to the Town, to give a Vilit to M.de Blenac,
who was feiz’d with the laft Fit of Sicknefs,
of which he died. I gave him a particular
Account of all my Adventures, and I pet-
ceiv’d him to be much furpriz’d to hear a
Relation of fo great Difafters. Forafmuch
as he was defirous that I fhould lodge in his
Houfe all the time that I ftay’d at Martinica,,
he made me everyday repeat the particular
Circomftances of my Engagement with the
Englifh Ship 5 and at laft having found an
Opportunity of conveying me to France,.
he fent to enquire after the Caprain of a
Veflel that was bound for that Kingdom,
and recommended me to his Care. Hede-
termin’d likewife to give me Recommenda-
tory Letters for M. Phelipeanx, to procure.
me fome Employment; but the day before
my departure, he fell into fo great weaknefs, -
that he was no longer ina condition to-
write,
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write, and died that very Evening, Fure1o.
Indeed 1 had all the reafon in the World
to be very much concern’d at his Death s
for M. D¢ Blenac, who was a Perfon of fin-
gular Qualities, tcok delight in being fer-
viceable to all Mankind ; and more efpeci-
ally -had a tender Compaffion for thofe thag
were in a diftrefled Condition, or lay under
the Preflures of ill Fortune, as my Cafe was
at that time: He always endeavour’d to
be beforehand with ’em, relieving ’em in
their Neceflities, 2s foon as they came to his
Knowledge, and made a voluntary Proffer
of the Favours he wasready to beflow, even
before they could well be fued for. Ina
word, he was a Man of an Heroick Courage,
and a skiiful Navigator, well vers’d in Ma-

ritim Affairs 3 knowing all the Coafts and

Latitudes of the Continent of America, and
highly efteem’d by the King for his Integri-
ty, Juftice and Prudence, and for all the
fignal Services he had done the State, in
matters relating to Trade, and the difcove-

ry of the Iflands. N
The next day fafter his Death, 1 went on
Board the Pirgin, a Veflel of Bordean,
which was alfo built there, and after a few
Days Paflages at laft Iarriv’d fafe in the
Port of that City, with many different
and contrary Sentiments. Iknow not whe-
ther I fhall bid adieu to the Sea for -ever,
having been fo much difhearten’d by my laft
Misfortune ; or whether 1 fhall embark once
again to revenge the Indignities put upon
9 : me
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tiie by the Englifh ; or whether I fhall under-

take another Voyage, to get a fmall Eftate;

or whether I thall ftay at home in Tranquil-

lity, contenting my felf with the peaceable

Enjoyment of whdt my Reélations have left

me. - However, ’tis certain, that Maritim

Voyages are apt to create in Men almoft the

fame Paflions as Gaming: For as the lofing

Gamefter, notwithftanding the ill Luck he

has fo often had before,- does not believe
that he fhall always be unfortunate; but is

ftill egg’d on by I know not what impulfe

to venture farther 5 fo we Mariners, whate-

ver Difafters miay have befallen us at Sea,

are continually boy’d up with the hopes of
meeting with a fair opportunity to indem-

nifie our felves for all our Lofles. Uponthe
whole, Iamapt to believe, that into whofe
Hands foever my Narrative may happen to
fall, chey will find it very difficul to give me
Advife as to the Matter in Debate, and event
totake it themfelves.
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