THE WOOD BEYOND THE WORLD.
BY WILLIAM MORRIS.
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( goodly city by
P P I\l the seawhichbad
—1 I\] tonameLangton

yion holm. B¢ was
e but of five and

twenty winters, a fairsfaced man, yel~
towsbaired, tall and strong; ratber wiser

speech; noroisterer,noughtmasterful, g
but peaceable and knowing bow to fors
ad bear: in a fray a perilous foe, & a trusty

J warsfellow, Bis fatber, with whom be R
d was dwelling when this tale begins,was i\
Bla great merchant, richer than a baron of |
@ the land, a head:/man of the greatest of |

ng] theLincages of Langton, and a captain

7 § of the Porte; be was of the Lincage of




Of the Bartholomew Golden, & bissonGold:
wife of enWalter G Nowyemay welldeemthat
Golden guch a youngling as this was looked
Walter ypon by all as a lucky man without a
lack; but there was this flaw in bis lot,
whereas be bad fallen into the toils of
toveofawoman exceeding fair,andbad
taken bertowife, shenoughbtunwilling
as it seemed. But when they bad been
wedded some six months he found by
manifest tokens, thatbis fairness was
not 80 much to her but that she must
secktothefoulness of oneworserthan
be in all ways; wbherefore bis rest de-~
parted from bim, whereas bebated ber
for ber untrutband ber batred of him;
yet would the sound of ber voice, as
shecame & wentin the bouse, makebis
beart beat; and thesight of berstirred
desire within bim, so that he longed
for ber to be sweet and Rind with bim,
and deemed that, migbt it be so, be
should forget all the evil gone by. But
it was not so; for ever when she saw
bim, ber face changed, and ber batred
of bim became manifest, and howso-

ever she were sweet with others, with
2



bim sbe was bard and sour. Of fatber
O this went on a while till the and son
chambers ofhis father’ sbhouse,
yea the very streets of the city,
became loathsome to bim; and yet be
called to mind that the world was wide
and bebutayoung man. Soonadayas
be sat with bis fatber alone, be spake
to bim and said: fatbher, 1 was on the
quays ¢ven now, and I locked on the
ships that were nigh boun, & thy sign
I saw ona tall ship that seemed tome
nighest boun. ill it be long ¢ere she
sail? g#FNay, said bhis father, thatsbip,
which bight the Katbherine, will they
warp outof thebavenin twodays’ time.
But why askest thou of her? @ The
shortest wordis best, fatber,said Wals
ter, and thisitis, thatLwould depart in
the said ship & see other lands J#F Yea
and wbhitbher,son? said themerchant g
Wbhitbher she goeth, said Walter, for 1
amillat ease at home, as thou wottest,
fatherZThe merchant bheld bis peace
awbhile, and (0oked bard on bis son, for
there was strong love between them;
but at last be said: Well son, maybeit
b2 3



Walter is were best for thee; but maybe also we
to depart ghall not meet again 4# Yet if we do
mect, father, then shalt thou seeanew
man in me & Well, said Bartholomew,
at least T knowonwbom tolay the loss
of thee, and when thou art gone, for
thou shalt bave thine own way herein,
she shall no longer abide in my bouse.
Nay, but it were for the strife that
should arise thenceforth betwixt ber
kindred and ours, it should go some-~
what worse with ber than that 4 Said
Watter: I pray theeshamebernotmore
thanneeds mustbe,lest,sodoing,thou
shame both me and tbyself also &
Barthbolomew beld bis peace again for
awbhile; then be said: Goeth she with
child, my son? ¥ Walter reddened,
and said: T wot not; nor of whom the
child may be. Then they both sat si-
lent, till Bartholomew spake, saying:
Theend of it is, son, that this is Mon-
day, and that thou shalt go aboard in
the small bours of Wednesday; and
meanwbile I shall took to it that thou
go notaway emptysbanded; the skip-
perof the Katherine is a good man and
4



true, and knows the seas well; andmy Of the
servant Robert the Low, who is clerk ship
of the lading, is trustworthyand wise, Katherine
and as myself in all matters that ook
towards chaffer, The Katherine is new

and stoutsbuilded, & should be lucky,
whereas sbe is under the ward of ber

who is the saint called upon in the
churcbwhere thouwertchristened,and

myself before thee; & thymother, and

my fatber and mothberall lic under the

chancel thereof, as thou wottest. &
Therewith the elder rose up and went
biswaysabout his business, and there

was no more said betwixt him and his

son on this matter. A

Chapter IL Golden Walter takes ship

to s: sanl the s¢as % &%
= PEN Walter went down
to the Katherine next
morning, there was the
( skipper Geoffrey, who
did bim reverence, and
=S4 made bim all cheer, and
showed bim bisroom aboard ship,and
the plenteous goods which bis fatbher
bad sent down to the quays already,
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@alteron guch bhaste as he bad made. Walter
thequay thanked his father’s lovein bis heart,
but otherwisetook littlebeed tohisafy
fairs, butwore away the timeabout the
baven, gazing listlessly on the ships
that were making themready outward,
or unlading, & the mariners and aliens
coming and going: and all these were
tobim as the curious images woven on
atapestry gFHt last when be bad wells
nigh come back again to the Ratherine,
be saw there a tall ship, which be bad
scarce noted before, a ship allzboun,
which bad ber boats out, and men sit-
ting to the cars thereof ready to tow
ber outwards when the bawser should
be cast off, and by seeming bher marin-
ers were but abiding for some one or
other to come aboard.
7N © Walter stood idly watching
@ thesaid ship, and as he looked,
Ny o] Folk passing bim toward the
gangway., These were three; first came
adwarf, dark/brown of bue & hideous,
with long arms & ears exceeding great
and dogrteeth that stuck out like the

fangés of awild beast. Pe was cladina



rich coat of yellow silk, and barein bis Of those
band a crooked bow, and was girt with Three
abroad sax,
V> F’CGR bim came a maiden,
?( young by seeming, of scarce
Q twenty summers; fair of face
as a flower; greyseyed, brownsbaired,
with lips full & red, slim and gentle of
body. Simple was berarray, of a short
and strait green gown, 8O that on ber
right ankle was cleartoseeanironring.
HST of the three was a lady,
@ tall and stately, so radiant of
visage & glorious of raiment,
that it were bard to say what like she
was; for scarce might the eye gaze
steady upon ber exceeding beauty; yet
must every son of Hdam who found
bimselfanigb ber,liftup biseyesagain
after be bad dropped them, and ook
again on her, and yet again & yetagain.
€ven so did alter, and as the three
passed by bim, it seemed to bim as if
all the other folk there about bad van~
ished and were nougbt; nor bad beany
vision before his ¢yes of any looking
on them,savebimselfalone.They went
7



The

over the gangway into the ship, and be

strange saw them go along the deck till they

ship
departs

came tothe bouseon the poop, and ens
tered it, and were gone from bis sight
JZ There be stood staring, till little
by little the thronging people of the
quays came into bis ¢yesshot again;
then be saw bow the bawser was cast
off and the boats fell to tugging the
big ship toward the barboursmouth
with bale and bow of men. Then the
sail fell down from the yard and was
sheeted home and filled with the fair
wind as the ship’s bows ran up on
the first green wave outside the baven.
Even therewith the shipmen cast a-
broad a banner, whereon was doneina
green field a grim wolf ramping up a-
gainst a maiden, and so went the ship
upon her way,

> JHLTER stood awbile star-
ing at ber empty place where
2\ ¥ the waves ran into the havens
mouth, and then turned aside and to-
wz}rd theRatherine;and at first he was
minded to go ask shipmaster Geof-
frev80f wbat be knew concerning the



said ship and ber alien way:farers; but Those
then it came into bis mind, that all this Three
was but an imaginationordrecamof the again
day, & that be were best to leave it un-

told to any, S0 therewith he went his

way from the watersside, and through
thestreetsuntobis father’'s house; but
whenbewas but a littleway thence, and

the door was before bim, bimsseemed

for a moment of time that be bebeld
thosetbree coming outdown the steps

of ston¢ and into the street; to wit the
dwarf,themaiden,and thestately lady:

but when be stood still to abide their
coming, and (o0oked toward them, lof

there was notbing before him save the
goodly houseof BartholomewGolden,

and three children & a cur dog playing

about the steps thereof, & about bim

were Four or five passerssby going a~

bout their business. Then was be all
confused in bismind, & knew not what

to make of it, whether those whom be

had seemed to see pass aboard ship

were but images of a dream, or child-~

ren of Hdam in very flesh.



The R OGISOGV €ER, be entered the
images bouse, and found bis father in
abidewith JACNE the chamber, and fell to speech
bim with himabouttheirmatters;but forall
that beloved bis fatber, & worshipped
bim asawise & valiant man, yet at that
hour be might not hearken the words
ofhismouth,somuchwasbismindens
tangled in the thought of those three,
and they were ¢ver before bis ¢yes, asif
they bad been painted on a table by the
bestof limners, Hnd of the twowomen
he thought exceeding much, & cast no
wyte upon bimself for running after
the desire of strange women. for he
said to bimself that he desired not ¢i-
ther of the twain; nay, he might not
tell which of the twain, the maiden or
the stately queen, were clearest to his
¢yes; butsorebedesired tosee both of
them again, & to know what they were.
ZAa © wore thebours till the Wednes:
daymorning,andit was timethat
=AY be should bid farewell to his fa-
ther & get aboard ship; but his fatber
ledbim down to thequays andontothe

Katberine, and there @Walter embraced
10



bim, not without tears & forebodings; Walter
for bis beart was full, Then presently sails
the old man went aland; the gangway aWay
was unsbhipped, the hawsers cast off;

the oars of the towing boats splashed

inthe dark water, the sait felt down from

the yard, and was sheeted bome, & out
plunged the Katherine into the misty
seaand rolled up thegrey slopes, casts

ing abroad ber ancient withal,whereon

was beaten the token of Bartholomew
Golden, to witaB and a G to the right

and the left, & thereabove a cross and

a triangle rising from the midst,

& HL’CER stood on the stern
and bebeld,yet more with the
2\ *mind of him tban with bis

eyes; for it all seemed but the double
of what the other ship bad done; and
be thougbt of it as if the twainwereas -
beads strung on one string & led away
by itinto the same place,andthence to
go in the like order, & 80 on again and
again, and never to draw nighertocach
other.
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Chapter ILL Walterbeareth tidings of
the death of bis father % &%
HSTsailed theKatherine
over the seas, & nought
befell to tell of, either to
A4 berself or ber crew, She
Y came to one cheaping -
i town & then to another,
and so on to a third and a fourth; & at
cach was buying and selling after the
manner of chapmen; & Walter not ontly
looked on the doings of his father’s
Folk, butlentaband, what hemigbt, to
belp theminallmatters, whetheritwere
in seaman’s craft, or in chaffer. And
the further be went and the longer the
timewore,themorebewas eased of bis
old trouble wherein bis wife & bertrear
son bad to do ¥ But as for the other
y trouble, to wit bis desire & longing to
come up with thosethree, it yet flickers
ed before bim; and thougb be bad not
seen them again as one sees people in
the streets, and as if be might touch
them if bewould,yet were theirimages
oftenbeforebismind’s eye; and yet,as
time wore, not so often, nor so troubl-
12




ously; & forsooth both tothose about The last

bimand tobimself,be seemed asaman
well bealed of bis melancholy mood.
OGO W they leftthat fourth stead, &
@ sailed over the seas, and came to
a fifth,a very great and fair city,
which they bad made more than seven
months from Langton on Holm; and
by this time was Walter taking beed &
joyance in such things as were toward
in that fair city, so far from bis kin-
dred, & especially be looked on the fair
women there, & desired them, & loved
them; but lightly, as befalleth young
men & Now this was the last country
- whereto the Katherine was boun; so
there they abode some ten months in
daily chaffer, and in pleasuring them
in bebolding all that there was of rare
and goodly, & making merry with the
merchantsand the townsfolk,and the
countrysfolk beyond the gates, and
Walter was grown as busy and gay as
astrong young manisliketobe, & was
as one who would fain be of some ac~
count amongst his own folk £# But at
the end of this while, it befel on a day,
13
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Ames- as be was leaving bis bostel for bis
senger booth in the market, & bad the doorin

of evil

bis band, there stood before bim three
mavriners in the guise of bis own coun-
try, and with them was one of clerkly
aspect, whom be knew at once for bis
father’s scrivener, Hrnold Penstrong
by name; and when Walter sawbimbis
heart failed bim and be cried out: Hr~
nold, what tidings ? Is all well with the
folk at Langton? & Said Hrnold: €vil
tidings are come with me; matters are
illwith thy folk; forImay not bide that
thy fatber, Bartbolomew Golden, is
dead, God rest bis soul.

{cﬁ@“ﬁ that word it was to Walter as
9 if allthat trouble which but now
XK had sat so light upon bim, was
once again fresh and beavy, & that bis
past life of the last few months had
never been ; and it was to him as if he
saw bis fatber lying dead on bhis bed,
and beard the folk lamentingabout the
bouse. Pe beld his peace a while, and
then be said in a voice as of an angry
man: @What Arnold 1 and did be die in
bis bed, or how? for be was neitber old

14



norailing when we parted ## Said Ar~ H tale of
nold: Yea, in his bed be died: but first strife
bewas somewbatswordsbitten @ Yea,
& bow? quoth Walter @ Said Arnold:
When thou wert gong, in a few days’
wearing, thy fatber sent thy wife out
of bis bouse back to her kindred of
the Reddings with no bonour,and yet
with no such shame as might bhave
been,withoutblametousof thosewho
knew the tale of thee and ber; which,
Godramercy, will be pretty much the
whole of the city & Nevertheless, the
Reddings tookitamiss, & would bave
a mote with us Goldings to talk of
booting. By ills/luck we yeassaid that
for the saving of the city’s peace. But
wbhat betid? We met in ourGildshall, &
there befell thetalkbetween us; andin
thattalk certainwordscouldnotbehbids
den, though they werenonetooseemly
nortoomeek. Hnd the said wordsonce
spohken drew Forth the whetted steel;
& there then was the bewing & thrust:
ing! Two of ours were slain outright
onthefloor,and fourof theirs, & many
were burt on ¢ither side. Of these was
15



H bidding
toreturn

thyfather,forasthoumaystwelldeem,
he was nougbt backward in the fray;
but despite bis burts, two in the side
and one on the arm, he went bome on
bis own feet, & we deemed thatwe bad
come to our above, But wellzarwayf it
was an evil victory, whereas in tendays
hediedofbisburts.God bavebhissoull
But now my master, thou mayst well
wot that Tamnot cometotell theetbis
only, but moreover to bear the word of
thekindred, towit that tbhoucomeback
with me straightway in the swift cut-
terwbich bath borneme & the tidings;
and thoumayst look toit, that thougb
she beswiftand light, sheisakeel full
weatberly.,
Yz PEN said Walter: Thisisabids
ding of war. Come back will I,
=2 and the Reddings shall wot of
my coming. Hre ye allzboun? 4% Yea,
said Hrnold, we may up anchor this
very day, or tormorrow morn at latest.
Butwbataileth thee, master, that thou
starest so wild over my shoulder? T
pray thee take it not s0 much to heart !

Ever 6it 18 the wont of fathers to de-
]



part this world before their sons. Perecome
“@\‘? AT Walter’ svisage from wrath: the Three
Qz@ﬁ ful red bad become pale, and he again
=N pointed up street, and cried out:
Look! dost thou see? ##F Sce what,
master? quotb Arnold: & What! bere
cometbh an ape in gay raiment; belike

the beast of some jongleur. Nay, by
God’s wounds!’tis a man, though he

be exceeding missshapen likeavery der

vil, Yeaand now there cometb a pretty
maidgoingasifshewereofhismeney;

and 01 bere, amost goodly and noble

lady! Yea,Isee; & doubtless sheown-
ethboth thetwo,and is of thegreatest

of the folk of this fair city; foron the
maiden’sankleIsawanironring,wbich
betokencetb thralldom amongst these
aliens. But this is strange! for notest
thounothowthe folkinthestreetbheed

not thisquaint show; naynoteven the
stately lady, though shebeaslovelyas
agoddessof the gentiles, and beareth

on her gems that would buy Langton

twice over; surely they must be over-

wont to strange and gallant sights.
Butnow,master,butnow! @Yea,what

c 17



They are
gone
suddenly

isit? said Walter F Wby, master, they
shouldnotyetbegoneoutofeyesshot,
yet gone they are & What is become
of them, are they sunk into the carth?
Tush, man| said Walter, looking not
on Arnold, but still staring down the
street; they bave goneintosomebouse
while thineeyeswere turned fromthem
a moment ¥ Nay master, nay, said
Hrnold, mine ¢ye¢s were not off them
one¢instant of time, Well, said Walter,
somewbat snappisbly, they are gone
now, and wbat bave we to do to beed
such toys, we with all this grief and
strife on our bands? Now would I be
alone to turn the matter of thine er-
rand over in my mind /& Mcantime do
thou tell the shipmaster Geoffrey and
our other folk of these tidings, and
thereaftergettbeeall ready; and come
bither tomebeforesunrise tormorrow,
and I sball be ready for my part; & s0
sail we back to Langton.

gv"’“ PEREWITD heturned bimback
@ intothebhouse, & theothers went
== their ways; but Walter sat alone
in big chamber a long while, and pon-

1



dered these things in bis mind. And alter
whiles be made up bhis mind that be ponder-
would think no more of the vision of ¢th the
those three, but would fare back to Matter
Langton,andenterintothestrifewith
theReddings & quell them, ordicelse.

But (o, when be was quite steady in

this doom, & bis beart was lightened
thereby, be found that be thought no
moreof the Reddingsand theirstrife,

but as matters that were passed and

done with, & that nowbewas thinking

and devising if byanymeans bemight
findoutinwbat land dwelt those three.

Hnd then again he strove to put that

from bim,saying that what bebhadseen

was but meet for one brainsick, and
adreamerof dreams. But furthermore

bhe thought, Yea,and was Hrnold, who

this last time bad se¢en the images

of those three, a dreamer of waking
dreams? for be was noughbt wonted in

such wise; then thought be: At least

Lam well content that be spake tome

of their likeness, not I to bim; forso

I may tell that therewasat least somer

thing before my ¢yes which grew not

c2 19



out of mine own brain, And yet again,
why sbould I follow them; and what
should I get by it; & indeed bow shall
I setaboutit?

PUS he turned the matterover
@audovm’;&at lastseeing thatif

be grew no foolisber overit, be
grewnowiser,hebecame weary thereof,
and bestirred bim, & saw to the truss-
ing up of his goods, & made all ready
forbis departure, and so wore the day
and sleptatnigbtfall; andatdaybreak
comes Arnold to lead bim to theirkeel,
which bight the Bartholomew, Pe tar-
ried nougbt, & with few farewells went
aboard ship, & an bour after they were
in the open sea with the ship’s head
turned toward Langton on Holm.,
ChapterLV.Stormbefalls the Barthos
lomew, & sheisdrivenoffbercourse
FAOUW swiftsailed theBar-
tholomew for fourweeks
toward the northswest
with a fair wind, and all.
was well with ship and
crew. Then thewind died

out on even of a day, so that the ship
20



scarcemade wayatall, thoughsherolls H calim
ed in a great swell of the sea, so great,
that it seemed to ridge all the main a-
thwart, Moreoverdownin thewestwas
a great bank of cloud buddled up in
baze, whereas for twenty days pastthe
skybad been clear,save forafew bright
white clouds flying before the wind.
Nowthe shipmaster, aman right cun-
ning in bhis craft, looked long on sea &
sky, and then turned and bade thema-
riners take in sailand beright beedful.
Hnd when W@atter asked bim wbat be
looked for, & wherefore he spake not
to him thereof, be said surlily: by
should I tell theewbat any fool can see
without telling, to wit that there is
weatber to band? ¥ S0 they abode
wbhat should befall, and Walter went
to his room to sleep away the uneasy
while, for the night was now fallen; &
bhe knew no more till be was waked.up
by great bubbub and clamour of the
shipmen, and the whipping of ropes,
and thunder of flapping sails, and the
tossing & weltering of theship witbal.
But, being a verystoutsbearted young
21



Hgale man,be laystillin bis room, partly be-
cause he was a landsman, and bad no
mind to tumble about amongst the
shipmen and binder them; and witbal
he said to himself: What matter whe-
ther I go down to the bottom of the
sea, or come back to Langton, since
citherway my lifeor my deatb will take
away fromme the fulfilmentof desire?
Yet soothly if there bath been a shift
of wind, thatisnotsoill; forthensball
we be driven to other lands, and so at
the least our bomescoming shallbeder
layed, & other tidings may bapamidst
of our tarrying. 50 let all be as it will
JF S0 in a little while, in spite of the
ship’s wallowing & the tumult of the
wind and waves, be fell asleep again,
and woke no more tillit was full day-
light, and there was the shipmaster
standing in the door of bis room, the
seaswater all streaming from bis wets
weather raiment. Pe said to Walter:
Young master, the sele of the day to
thee! for by good hap we bave gotten
mtoanother day. Now I shall tell thee

that we bave striven to beat, so as not
22



tobedrivenoffourcourse,butallwoutd H foul
not avail, wherefore for these three wind
bours we bave been running beforethe
wind; but, fair sir, so big bath been the
sea that but for our ship being of the
stoutest, and our men all yare, we bad
all grown exceeding wise concerning
the ground of themid/main, Praisebe
to St. Nicholas and all Patlows! for
thougb ye shall presently 0ok upona
newsea, and maybeanewland toboot,
yet is that better than (0Cking on the
ugly things down below Z Is all well
with ship and crew then? said Walter
JZEYeaforsooth, said theshipmaster;
verily the Bartholomew is the darling
of Oak Woods; come up and ook at
it, how she is dealing with wind and
waves all free from fear,

V*Q O Walter did onbis foulsweather
raiment, and went up on to the
ISe74 quartersdeck, and there indeed
was a change of days; for the sea was
dark & tumbling mountainsbigb,and
the whitesborses were running down
thevalleys thereof, & the clouds drave
low over all, and bore a scud of rain

23



The stern along with them; and though there was
towards puta rag of sail on ber, the ship flew
Langton pefore thewind,rollinga greatwashof
water from bulwark to bulwark gZ#FWal
ter stood looking onitallawbile, boldr
ing on by a stayrope, and saying to
bimself that it was well that theywere
driving so fast toward new things.
\7 PEN the shipmaster came up
‘@j to him and clapped bim on the
ea=2t) shoulder and said: Well, ships
mate, cheer up! and now come below
again and ¢at some meat, and drink a
cup with me y# S0 Walter went down
and ate and drank, and bis beart was
lighter than it bad been since be bad
heard of bis father’s death, & the feud
awaiting bimat bome, which forsooth
be bad deemed would stay bis wanders
ings aweary while, and therewitbal bis
bopes.Butnowitseemedasifbenceds
must wander, would be, would be not;
& soitwas that even this fed hishope;
8080re his beart clung tothat desireof
bis to seck home to those three that
seemed to call him unto them.

24



Chapter V. Now they come to a new
Land % &%
Y e BIDREE days they drave
beforethewind, & on the
NN fourtb theclouds lifted,
=¥ ~a the sun shone out & the
W offing was clear; the wind
INITZLU had much abated, though
it still blew a breeze, & was a bead wind
forsailing toward thecountry of Langr
ton. Sothen themastersaid that,since
they were bewildered, and the wind so
ill to deal with, it were best to go still
before the wind that they might make
some land and get knowledge of their
“whercabouts from the folk thereof.
Withal besaid thathedeemed theland
not to be very far distant. '

7 Q did they, and sailed on pleasr
% antly enougb, for the weather
@ (S22 kept on mending, and the wind

fell tillitwas butalight breeze,yetstill
foul for Langton.

Owore three days,andon the eve
of the third, the man from the
=74 topmast cried out that he saw
tandabhead; & sodidtheyallbeforethe




Hnew sunwas quite set, thougb it were but
land of 3 cloud no bigger than a man’s hand
moun-  pmIhennight felltheystrucknotsail,

tains

butwent forth toward the land fairand
softly; forit was ecarly summer,sothat
the nigbhts were neitber long nor dark,
\*‘@‘e AT when it was broad daylight,
" they opened a land, a long shore

2 of rocks &mountains, & nought -
elsethat theycould seeat first, Never-
theless as day wore & they drewnigh-
er, first they saw bow the mountains
fellaway from thesea, and were bebind
a long wall of sheer cliff; and coming
nigher yet, they bebeld a green plain
going upafteralitticingreen bents &
slopestothefect of thesaid cliff wall,
No city nor baven did they see there,
not even when they were far nigber to
the land; nevertbeless whereas they
bankered for the peace of the green
eartb after all the tossing and unrest
of thesea,&whereasalsotheydoubted
not to find at the least good and fresh
water, and belikeother bait in the plain
under the mountains, they still sailed
on noét unmerrily ; 8O that by nightfall

2



they cast anchor in fivesfathom water H river &

bhard by the shore. abome-

2 €XT morning they found that Stead

§ {k they were lying a little way off thereby
N the moutb of a river not right

great; sO they put out their boats and

towed the ship up into the said river,

andwhen theybad goneup it foramile

or thercabouts they found the seawa-~

ter failed, for little was the ebb & flow

of the tideon thatcoast. Thenwas the

river deep and clear, running between

smooth grassy land like to meadows.

Hiso on their left board they saw pre-

sently three bead of neat cattle going,

as if in a meadow of a bomestead in

their own land, and a few sheep; and

thereafter,about a bowsdraughbt from

the river, they saw a little bouse of

wood & strawsthatch under a wooded

mound, & with orchard trees about it.

They wondered little thereat, for they

knew no cause why that land should

not be builded, thougb it were in the

far outlands. bowever, they drew their

shipup tothebank,thinking that they

would at least abide awbile & ask tid-
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Hnew ingsand have some refreshing of the
comer  gpeen plain, which was 8o lovely and
pleasant.
AT while they were busied
herein they saw a man come
out of the bouse, and down to
the river to meet them; and they soon
saw that be was tall & old, longrboary
of hair and beard, & clad mostly in the
skins of beasts gFPe drew nigh with-
out any fear or mistrust, and coming
close tothem gave them theseleof the
dayin a Rindlyand pleasant voice. The
shipmaster greeted bim in bis turn,
and said witbal: Old man, art thou the
Ring of this country? ¥ The elder
laugbed; It batb bad noneotheralong
while, said be; and at least thereis no
other son of Hdam bere to gainsay.
S Thou art alone here then? said the
master & Yea, said the old man, save
for the beasts of the field & the wood,
and the creeping things, and fowl.
{berefore it is sweet to me to hear
yourvoices ## Said the master: Where
be the other bouses of the town? &
The %ld man laugbed. Said be: When
2



I said that I was alone, I meant that Of the
I was alone in the land and not only Bears
alone in this stead, There is no house
save this betwixt the sea & the dwell-
lings of the Bears, over the cliff rwall
yonder, yea and a long way over it &
Yea, quoth the shipmaster grinning,
and be the bears of thy country so
manlike, that they dwell in builded
bouses? ##F The old man shook his
bead. Sir, said be, as to their bodily
fashion, it is altogetber manlike, save
that they be one and all bigher and
bigger than most. for they be bears
only in name; they be anation of balf
wild men; forILbave been told by them
that there be many more than tbat
tribe whose folk I bave seen, and that
they spread wide about bebind these
mountains fromeast towest. Nowsir,
as to their souls and understandings
I warrant them not; for miscreants
they be, trowing neitber in God nor
bis ballows g# Said the master: Trow
they in Mabound then? & Nay, said
the elder, I wot not for sure that they
bave s0 much as a false God; though
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I bave it from them that they worship
a certain woman with mickle worship
J# Then spake Walter: Yea, good sir,
& bow knowest thou that? dost thou
deal with them at all? & Said the old
man: {biles some of that folk come
bitber & bave of me what I can spare;
acalf or two, ora balf:dozen of lambs
or hoggets; or a skin of wine or cy-
derof mineown making: and they give
me in return such things as I can use,
as skins of bart and bear & other pel-
tries; for now I am old, I can but lit-~
tle of the hunting hereabout, Whiles,
also, they bring little lumps of pure
copper, and would give me gold also,
but it is of little use in this lonely
land. Sooth to say, tome they arenot
masterful or roughrsbanded; but glad
am I that they bave been bere but of
late,and are not like tocomeagain this
while; for terrible they are of aspect,
and whereas ye be aliens, belike they
would not bold their bands from off
you; & moreover ye bave weapons and
other matters which they would covet
sorely @ Quoththemaster: Since thou
30



dealest with these wild men, will yenot H boun-
dealwitb us in chaffer? for whereas we teous
are come from long travel, we banker Carl
after fresb victual, and here aboard
are many things which were for thine
avail ## Said the old man: Al that I
bave is yours, so that ye do but leave
me enough till my next ingathering:
of wine and cyder, such asitis, I bave
plenty for your service; y¢e may drink
it till it is all gone, if ye will: a little
corn & meal I bave, but not much; yet
areyewelcome thereto,sincethestand:
ing corn in my garth is done blossoms
ing, and I bave other meat, Cheeses
bave T and dried fish; take what ye will
thereof. Butas to my neat and sheep,
if ye bave sore need of any, and will
bhave them, I may not say you nay: but
I pray you if ye may do without them,
not to take my milchsbeasts or their
engenderers; for,as ye have beard me
say, the Bear/folk bave been bere but
of late, and they bave bad of me all L
mightspare: butnowlet me tell you, if
ye long after fleshmeat, that thereis
venison of hart and bind, yea, and of

31
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wild -~
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and about the little woods at the feet
of the rockswall yonder: neither are
they exceeding wild; for since T may
not take them, I scare them not, & no
other man do they see to burt them;
for the Bear:folk come straight tomy
bouse, and fare straight bome thence.
But I will lead you the nighest way to
where the venison is easiest to be gots
ten, Hs to the wares in your ship, if ye
will give me augbt I will take it witha
good will; and chiefly if ye bave a fair
knife or two and aroll of linen cloth,
that were a good refresbment to me.
But in any case what I bave to give is
free to you and welcome.
5?"" PE shipmaster laugbed: friend,
@ said be,we can thee mickle thbanks

forall that thou biddest us. AHnd
wot well that we be no lifters or sea-
thieves to take thy livelibood from thee.
S0 tormorrow, if thou wilt, we will go
with theeand upraise the bunt, & means
while we will come aland, & walk onthe
green grass, and water our ship with
thy good fresh water.
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"9 Sotheold carlewent back to bis house They
tomakethemready whatcheerbemight, feast

andthe shipmen, who were twentyand on the
one, all told, what with the mariners & meadow
Hrnoldand Walter’s servants,went a~
shoreallbuttwo whowatched the ship
&abodetheir turn, They went wellwea-
poned,forboth the masterand Walter
deemed wariness wisdom,lestallmigbt
notbesogoodas itseemed. They took
oftheirsailclothsasbore, & tilted them
in on the meadow betwixt the house &
the ship, and the carle brougbt them
whbat be bad for their avail, of fresh
fruits,andcheeses,and milk,and wine,
and cyder, and boney, and there they
feasted nowise ill, and were right fain.
Chapter VI, The old man tells Walter
of himself, Walter sees a shard in the
cliffrwall &% ¢

z AT when they bad done
their meat and drink the
masterand the shipmen
went about the watering
of the ship, and the oth-
ers strayed offalong the




{alter
talks :
alonewith
the carle

“meadow, so that presently Walter was

teftalonewith thecarle, & felltospeech
with bim and said: father, meseem ~
¢th thoushouldest have some strange
tale to tell, & as yet we bave asked thee
of nougbt save meat for our bellies:
now if I ask thee concerning thy life,
and bow thou camest bither, & abided
here, wilt thou tellmeaugbt?
PE old man smiled onbim and
@ said: Son, my talewere long to
tell; and maybappen concern~
ing much thereof my memory should
failme;and witbal there is grief there-~
in, which I were loth to awaken: never-
theless if thou ask, I will answeras 1
may, & inany casewill tetlthee nought
save the truth.
7 HID Walter: Well then, bast
; thou been tong here? Z Yea,
IN=Z2 said the carle, since I was a
young man, and a stalwarth knigbht.
JF Said alter: This bouse, didst
thou build it, and raise these garths,
and plant orchard and vineyard, and
gather together the neat & the sheep,
or did some other do all this for thee?
34



S Saidthe carle: Tdid none ofall this; Of him
there was one here before me,and Len~ Who was
tered into bis inberitance, as though beforethe
this were a lordly manor, with a fair “41¢
castlethereon,and allwellstocked and
plenisbhed @ Said Walter: Didst thou
find thy foregoer alive bere? f# Yea,
said the elder,yet belived but foralittle
whileafter I came to bim,
WS € was silent awbile, and then be
¢ {& | said: 1 slew bim: even so would

W\ be bave it, thougb I bade bim a
better lot ¥ Said Walter: Didst thou
come bhither of thine own will? & May-
bappen, said the carle; who knoweth ?
Now baye Ino will to do eitber this or
that. It is wont that maketb medo,or
refrain ¥ Said Walter: Tell me this;
why didst thou slay the man? did be
any scathe to thee? @& Said the elder:
‘Whbenl slew bim,Ideemed that be was
doing me all scathe: but now I know
that it was not 80. Thus it was; I
would needs go where he bad been ber
fore, and be stood in the path against
me; and I overthrew bim,and went on
thewayIwould @ Wbat came thereof ?
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Adown~ said@alterZEvil came of it, said the
rightnays carle.

say

[ PEN was Walter silent a while,
and the old man spake nothing;
PN but there came a smile in bis face
that was botb sly and somewbat sad.,
Walter looked on bim and said: Wasit
from bence that thou wouldst go that
road? B Yea,said the carle & Said Wals
ter:Hndnowwilt thou tetlme what that
road was; whither it went and whereto
it led, that thou must needs wend it,
though thyfirststride wereoveradead
man? Z 1 willnottellthee,said thecarle
JEThen they beld their peace, both of

them, and thereafter got on to other

talk of noimport.

ﬁ-_g\ O wore the day till night came;
S. and they slept safely, and on the

EXZ8 morrow after they bad broken

their fast,themore part of themset off

with the carle to the bunting, and they

went, all of them, a three bours’ faring

towards the foot of the cliffs, which

was all grown over with coppice, bazel

& thorn, with here & there a big cak or

asbltgce; there it was, said the oldman,
3



where the venison was most and best.
N f their bunting neednought be
said,saving that when the carle
W25 bad put them on the track of
the deer & shown them what to do, be
came back again with Walter, who had
no great lust for the bunting, & sore~
ly longed to bave some more talk with
the said carle. Be for bhis part seemed
nougbht loth thereto,and so led Walter
to amound or hillock amidst the clear
of the plain, whence all was to be seen
save where the wood covered it; but
just before where they now lay down
therewasnowood, save lowbushes,ber
twixt them & the rockswall; & Walter
noted that whereas otherwhere, savein
one place whereto their eyes were turns
ed, the cliffs seemed wellnigb or quite
sheer, or indeed in some places beet~
ling over, in that said place they fell
away from cach other on cither side;
and before this sinking was a slope or
scree, that went gently up toward the
sinking of the wall.Waltertooked long
and carnestly at this place, and spake
nought, till the carle said : What! thou
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hast found something before thee to
tookon.dbatisitthen? & QuothWal
ter: Some would say that where yon-
der slopes run together up towards
that sinking in the cliffs wall there will
beapass into the country beyond JF
The carle smiled & said :Yea, son; nor,
50 saying, would they err; for that is
the pass into the Bearscountry, where-~
by those buge men come down to chaf
fer with me ¥ Yea, said Walter; and
therewith be turned bim a little, and
scanned therockrwall, & saw how a few
miles from that pass it turned some-
what sharply toward the sea, narrow-
ing the plain much there, till it made
a bight, the face whereof looked well-
nigh north, instead of west, asdid the
morepartof the wall, Hnd in the midst
of that northern s looking bight was a
dark place which seemed to Walter like
a downrigbt shard in the cliff. for the
face of thewallwas ofableak grey,and
it was but little Ffurrowed & So then
Walter spake: Lo, old friend, there
yonder is again a place that meseem-~
¢th isga pass; whereunto doth that one
3



lead ? And be pointed to it: but the
old man did not follow the pointing
of his finger,but, looking downon the
ground,answered confusedly, & said:
J#F Maybe: I wot not, T deem that it al-
80 leadeth into the Bearscountry by a
roundrsabout road. It leadeth into the
far land.

> BHLTER answered nought:
for a strange thought bad
2\ ¥ come uppermost in hismind,

that the carle knew far more than bhe
would say of that pass, & that be bims
self might be led thereby to find the
wondrous three. Pe caugbt bis breatb
bhardly, and his beart knocked against
bis ribs; but be refrained from speak-
ingforalong while;butatlastbe spake
in a sharp bard voice, which he scarce
knew for bis own: fatber, tellme,Lad,
jure thee by God and Hilsballows, was
it througb yonder shard that the road
lay, when thou must needs make thy
first stride overadead man?
56 old man spake not a while,
@%’7& then be raised his bead, & looked
NI Walter full in the eyes, and said
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in a steady voice: NO, ITT WHS NOT.
Thereafter they sat O0ORiIng at each
other a while; but at last Walter turn-
ed bhis eyes away, but knew not what
they bebeld nor where he was, but be
was as one ina swoon.forbeknew full
well that the carle bad lied to bim, and
that be might as well bave said aye as
no,and told bim, that it verily was by
that same shard that be bad stridden
overadeadman. Nevertheless hemade
aslittlesemblance thereofashemight,
and presently came to bimself, and fell
to talking of other matters, that bad
nougbt to do with the adventures of
the land. But after a while he spake
suddenly, and said: My master, 1 was
thinking of a thing ¥ Yea, of what?
said the carle & OF this, said Walter;
that bere in this land be strange ad-
ventures toward, and that if we,and I
in especial, were to turn our backs on
them,andgobome withnotbhingdone,
it were pity of our lives: for all will be
dulland deedlessthere, T was deeming
it were good if we tried the adventure
JEWbat adventure? said the old man,
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rising uponbhis ¢lbow & staring sterns
ly on bim, Said Walter: The wending
yonder pass to the ecastward, whereby
the bhuge men come to thee from out
of theBearscountry; that wemightsee
wbatshould comethereof #F The carle
teaned back again,and smiled & shook
bisbhead, & spake: That adventure were
speedily proven: death would come of
it,my son & Yea, & bow? said Walter
JZ The carle said: The big men would
take thee, and offer thee up as a bloods
offering to that woman, who is their
Mawmet, AHnd if ye go all, then shall
they do the like with all of you & Said
Walter: Is that sure? ¥ Dead sure,
said the carle & DBow knowest thou
this? said Walter & 1 hbave been there
myself, said the carle & Yea, said Wals
ter,but thou camest away whole g# Hrt
thou sure thereof ? said the carle &2

Thou art alive yet, old man, said Wat-
ter, for I bave seen thee cat thy meat,
which ghosts use not to do. And be
laugbed #F But the old man answered
soberly: If T escaped, it was by this,
that another woman saved me, & not
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I saved ; my body escaped forsooth,
But where is my soul? Where is my

- beart, and my life? Young man, I rede

thee, try no such adventure; but go
bome to thy Rindred if thou canst g
Moreover, wouldst thou fare alone?
The others shall binder thee ¥ Said
Watter, Lam the master; they shall do
as Lbid them: besides, they will be well
pleased to share my goods amongst
them if I give them a writing to clear
them of all charges which might be
brougbt against them.
bW Y son! my sonf said the carle,

@ @ L praytheegonottothy death!
NVY 5 Walter beard bim silently,
butas if be were persuaded to refrain;
and then the old man fell to, and told
bim mucb concerning this Bear:folk &
their customs, speaking very freely of
them ; but Walter’s ears were scarce
open to this talk: whereas be deemed
that be should bave noughbt to dowith
those wild men; and be durst not ask
again concerning the country whereto
led the pass on the northward,
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Chapter VIL. @altercomestothesbard
in the rockswatl 2% 2%
V‘ﬁ 45 they were in converse
y thus,they heard the bunr
y ters blowing on their
\ [{bornsalltogether; wheres
) ;J on the old man arose, &
- said: I deem by the blows
ing that the bunt will be over and done,
and that they be blowing on their fel-~
lows whobave gonescatterrmealabout
thewood. It is nowsome five bours afs
ter noon, and thy men will be getting
back with their venison, & will be fains
¢st of the victuals they bave caught;
therefore will I basten on before, and
get ready fire and water and other mats
ters for the cooking. Wilt thou come
with me, young master, or abide thy
men here? & @alter said lightly: T will
rest and abide them bere; since I can-
not fail to see them hence as they go
on their ways to thine bouse, And it
may be well that I be at band to com-~
mand them and forbid, and put some
order amongst them, for rough plays
mates they be, some of them, and now
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all beated with the bunting and the joy
of the green earth. Thus be spoke, as
if noughtwere toward save supperand
bed; but inwardly bope and fear were
contending in bim, and again his heart
beat so bard, that he deemed that the
carle must surely bearit. But the old
man took bim butaccording to hisout:
ward seeming, and nodded bis bead, &
went away quietly toward bis bouse.
> ADEN be bad been gone a lit-
tle,alter rose up beedfully;
2\ % be bad with him ascrip wheres
in was some cheese and bard/fish, & a
littleflashet of wine;ashort bowbebad
with bim,and a quiver of arrows ; & he
was girt with a strong & good sword,
and a wood-/knife witbal. Pe looked to
all this gear that it was nought amiss,
and then speedily went down off the
mound, and when be was come down,
befoundthat it covered bim from men
coming out of the wood, if he went
straight thence to that shard of the

rockswall where was the pass that led
soutbhward.
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1' 3OUW it is no nay that thither~ Hesun-

§ {g\ ward be turned, and went wises dereth
ly, lest the carle should make a bim from

backward cast,and see bim, or lest any bisfolk
straggler of bis own folk might bap~
pen upon bim Z for to say sooth, he
deemed that did they wind bim, they
would be like to tet bim of his journey.
Pe bad noted the bearings of the cliffs
nigh the shard, and whereas be could
seetheirbeads everywhereexcept from
the depths of the thicket, be was not
lnhe togoastray,

7y € bad madeno great way ere he
) g} b beard the borns blowingall to-
7 > getber again in one place, and

looking thitherward througb the leafy
boughs (for he was now amidst of a
thicket) be saw bis men thronging the
mound, & had no doubt therefore that
they were blowing on bim; but being
well under cover be beeded it nought,
& lying still a little, saw them go down
off the mound and go all of them to-
ward the carle’s bouse, still blowingas
they went,but not faring scattermeal,
Wherefore it was clear that they were
45



Peenter- nought troubled about bim, ‘
eth the O hewenton bisway to the shard;
Pass @ and there is nothing to say of
Z3 pis journey till be got before it
with the last of the clear day, and en~
tered it straightway. It was in sooth a
downrigbt breach or cleft in the rock~
wall,and therewas no bill or bent lead-
ing up to it, nothing but a tumble of
stones before it, which was somewbat
uneasy going, yet needed nougbt but
labour to overcome it,and when be bad
got over this, and was in the very pass
itself, be found it no ill going: for~
sooth at first it was little worse than a
rougb road betwixt two great stony
slopes, though a little trickle of water
randown amidstofit.5o,thoughitwas
80 nigh nigbtrall, yet Walter pressed
on, yea, and long after the very nighbt
was come. for the moon rose wide and
bright a little after nightfall, But at
last be bad gone 80 long, and was so
wearied, that he deemed it nougbt but
wisdom to rest bim, and so lay down
on a piece of greensgward betwixt the
ston eés,when be had eaten amorsel out
4



of his satchel, and drunk of the water The first

of the stream. There as be lay, if he morning
bad any doubt of peril, his weariness in the

soon made it all one to bim, for pres-~
ently be was sleeping as soundly as
any man in Langton on Bolm,
ChapterVILL™@alter wends the Waste
g HY was yet young when
il be awoke: be leapt to bis
Z feet, & went down to the
stream and drank of its
waters, and washed the
A night off bim in a pool
thereof, and then set fortb on bis way
again, When he bad gone some three
bours, the road, which bad been going
up all the way, but somewbat gently,
grew steeper, & the bent on eitber side
lowered, & lowered, till it sank at last
altogether,and thenwas be on aroughb
mountainmeck with little grass, & no
water; save thatnow & againwasasoft
placewith a flowamidstof it,and such
places be must needs fetch a compass
about, lest be be mired. Pe gave bim~
sclf butlittlerest,cating whatheneeds

aste



The
wending
of the
Waste

must as be went, The day was bright
& calim, 80 that the sun was never bid -
den, and be steered byitduesouth, All
that day he went, and found no more
change in that buge neck, save that
whilesitwas more & whiles less steep.
H little before nightfall be bappened
on a shallow pool some twenty yards
over; and be deemed it good to rest
there,since theve was water forbisavail,
though bemigbt bavemade somewbat
more out of the tail end of the day.
(> APEN dawn came again be a-
woke & arose,norspentmuch
2\ ¥ time over bis breakfast; but
pressed on all be might; and now he
said to himself, that whatsoever other
peril were athbwart bis way, be was out
of the danger of the chase of his own
folk.
{cf@ L1 thiswhile be bad seennofours
03 footed beast, save now & again
229K 4 bill:Fox, and once some out-
landisb kind of bare; and of fowl but
very few: a crow or two, a longrwinged
bawk, and twice an cagle bigh up aloft.
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> @HIN, thetbirdnight,beslept The
?( intbestony wilderness, which wending
RYAY still ted bim up and up. Only OF the

toward the end of the day, himseemed Haste
that it bad been less steep for a long
while: otherwisenoughtwas changed,
onall sides it was nought but the end-~
less neck, wherefrom noughbt could be
seen, but some other part of itself,
This Fourth night withal be found no
water whereby he migbt rest, so that
beawoke parched, and longing to drink
just when the dawn was at its coldest.
N~ ‘2 UT on the fifth morrow the
; groundrose but little,& at last,
) wben be bad been going wearily
a long while, & now, bard on noonstide,
his thirst grieved him sorely, be came
on a spring welling out from under a
higbrock,the waterwhberefrom trickled
feebly away. S0 eager was be to drink,
thatat first bebeedednougbtelse; but
when his thirstwas fully quenched bis
eyes caugbt sight of the stream which
flowed from the well, & hegaveashout,
for 1of it was running south. Where~
fore it was with a merry heart that be
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went on, and as be went, came on more
streams, all running south or therea-~
bouts. bebastenedon all he might,but
indespiteof all thespeed bemade, and
that be felt the land now going down
soutbward, nightovertook him intbat
same wilderness. Yet when be stayed
at last for sheerweariness, be lay down
inwbat bedeemed by the moonlight to
be a shallow valley, with a ridge at the
southern end thereof.

D Gslept long, and when heawoke
thesunwasbigbinthebeavens,
7 » andneverwas brighteror clearer

morning on theearth thanwas that, e
arose and ateof what littlewas yet left
bim,and drank of thewaterof astream
which be bad followed the evening be~
Fore, and beside which be bad laid bim
down; and then set Forthagain withno
great bope tocomeon new tidings that
day. But yet when be was fairly afoot,
bimseemed that there was something
new in the air which he breatbed, that
was soft and bore sweet scents home
to bim; whereas beretofore, & that ¢es-
pecially for the last threeor four days,
50



it bad been barsh and void, like the face A fair
of the desert itself, landinthbe
Oon hewent, and presently was ©ffing
mounting the ridge aforesaid,
and, as oft bappens when one
climbs a steep place, be kept bis ¢yes
on the ground, till be felt hbewasonthe
top of the ridge. Then be stopped to
takebreath,&raised bis head & looked,
and lof be was verily on the browofthe
great mountainmeck, and down below
bim was the banging of the great hills
slopes,which fell down, not slowly, as
thosehebadbeen thosedaysamount-
ing, but speedily enough, though with
little of broken places or sheer cliffs,
Butbeyondthislastofthedesertthere
was before bim a lovely land of wood -~
edbills, green plains, and little valleys,
stretching out far & wide, tillit ended
at last in greatbluemountains & white
snowy peaks beyond them.
;""“ PEN for very surprise of joy bis
@ﬁ spirit wavered,& be felt faint and
XY dizzy, so that be was fain to sit
downawbileand cover bis face with bis
pands. Presently be came to his sober
2 51



mind again, and stood up and looked
fortb keenly, and saw no sign of any
dwelling of man, But be said to bim-
self that tbat mightwellbebecausethe
good & well:grassed land was still so
faroff, & that be might yet look tofind
men and their dwellings when be bad
left the mountain wilderness quite ber
4] bind bim. So therewith be fell to going
5// bis ways down the mountain,and lost
little time therein, whereas be now bad
bis livelibood to look to.
Chapter IX. Walter bappenetb on the
first of those three creatures % 3%
AHHAT with one thing,
what with another, as
M bis baving to turn out
M of bhis way for sheer
rocks, or For slopes so
steep thathemightnot
try the peril of them, & again for bogs
impassable, he was fully three days
more before he bad quite come out
of the stony waste, and by that time,
thougb be bad never lacked water, bis
scanty victual was quite done, for all
bis careful busbandry thereof. But




this troubled bim little, whereas he H sweet
looked to find wild fruits bere & there, sleep
and to shoot some small deer, as bare

or coney, and make a shift to cook the

same, since be bad with bim flint and
firesstecl Moreoverthe furtherbewent,

the surer he was that he should soon

come across a dwelling, so smooth &

fair as everything looked before bim.

Hnd be bad scant fear, save that be
migbt bappen on men who should en-

thrall bim.

CI‘C when be was come down
§ past thefirst green slopes, he
U was soO worn, that be said to
bimsclf thatrest was bettertbanmeat,
80 little as he bad slept For the last
three days; 60 be laid bim down under
an ashstree by a streamsside, nor ask~
ed what was osclochk,but bad his fill of
sleep, and even when be awoke in the
fresb morning was little fain of rising,
but lay betwixt sleeping and waking
for some three bours more; then he
arose, and went furtber down the next
green bent, yet somewbat slowly be-
caugeof hisbungermweakness.And the
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H strange scent of that fair land came up to bim
& terrible hke the odour of one great nosegay.
noise N O be came to where the land was
level, and there were many trees,
d as cakandash, and sweetschest:s
nut and wychrelm, and bornbeam and
quickenstree, not growing in a close
wood or tangled thicket, but set as
though in order on the flowery greens
sward, ¢even as it migbt be in a great
king’s park @ Socamehe toabig bird,
cherry, whereof many boughs bung
low down laden with fruit: bis belly
rejoiced at the sight, and be caught
bold of a bough, and fell to plucking
and eating. But whiles be was amidst
of this, be heard suddenly,close anigh
bim, a strange noise¢ of roaring and
braying, not very great, but exceeding
fierce and terrible, and not like to the
voiceofanybeast that be knew, Hsbhas
been aforesaid, alter was no faint-
bheart; but what with the weakness of
bis travail and bunger, wbat with the
strangeness of bis adventure and his
loneliness, his spirit failed bim; be
turned round towards the noise, his
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knees shook & be trembled: this way Hn evil
and tbat be looked, and then gave a creature
greatcry & tumbled down ina swoon;

for close before him, at bis very feet,

was tbhe dwarf wbose image he had

seen before, clad in his yellow coat, &
grinning up at bim from his hideous

bairy countenance.

Q Z) OU long bhe lay there as one
> %; dead, be knew not, but when
7 ) be woke again there was the

dwarf sitting on bis bams close by
bim, Hnd when be lifted up bis bead,
the dwarf sent out that fearful barsh
voiceagain; but this time Waltercould
make out words therein, & knew that
the creature spoke and said: & Bow
now! What art thou?{Whence comest?
bat wantest? ¥ Walter sat up and
said:Tamaman; I bight Golden Wals
ter; I come from Langton; I want vic~
tual @ Said the dwarf, writhing bis
face grievously, & laugbing forsooth:
T knowit all: Tasked thee to see what
wise thouwouldst lie. I was sent forth
to ook for thee; and T bave brought
theeloathsomebread withme, such as
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Thepas- ye aliens must needs eat: take it 1, &

sion of
the Evil
Thing

Therewith bedrewaloaf from a satchs
¢l which he bore, and thrust it towards
Walter, who took it somewbat doubts
fully for all bis bunger ¥ The dwarf
yelled at bim: Art thou dainty, alien?
Wouldstthoubaveflesh? Well,giveme
thy bow & an arrow or two, since thou
artlazyssick, & I willgettheea coneyor
a bare, or a quail maybe., Hb, I forgot;
thou art dainty, and wilt not eat flesh
asIdo, blood & all together, but must
needs balf burn it in the fire, ormarit
with bot water; as they say my Lady
does: oras theWretch,theThing does;
I know that, for 1 bave seen It eating
2 Nay, said Walter, this sufficeth; &
be fell to eating the bread, which was
sweet between bis teeth, Then when
be bad caten a while, for bunger com-~
pelled bim, be said to the dwarf : But
what meanest thou by the @Wretch and
the Thing? And what Lady is tby La-
dy ? #F The creature let out another
wordless roar as of furious anger; &
then the words came: It bath a face
white6 and red, like to thine;and bands
5



white as thine, yea, but whiter; & the The pas-
like it is underneatb its raiment, only sion of
whiter still: forI bave seen It...yes,I the Evil
bave seen It ; ab yes and yes and yes Thing
@ Hnd therewith bis words ran into
gibberand yelling, and berolled about
and smoteat the grass: but in a while
bhe grew quiet again and sat still, and
then fell to laugbing borribly again,
& then said: But thou, fool, wilt think
It fair if thou fallest into It’s bands,
and wilt repent it thereafter, as I did.
Obh, the mocking and gibes of It, and
the tears and shricks of It; and the
knife! What!sayestthouof myLady?
«. {bat Lady? O alien, what other Lar
dyisthere? AndwhatshallItelltheeof
berritis like that she mademe, as she
made the Bear men. But she made not
the@Wreteh, the Thing; & she batetbIt
sorely, as I do. Hnd some day to come
o JIF Thereat be brake off and fell to
wordless yellingalong while, & there-
after spake all panting: Now I bave
told thee overmuch, and O if my Lady
come to hear thereof. Now I willgo &
Hnd therewith be took out two more
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Bread to

toaves from bis wallet, & tossed them

cat & Fear to Walter, and so turned and went bis

to brood
over

ways; whiles walking upright, as Wal-
ter bad s¢en bis image on the quay of
Langton; wbiles bounding and roll~
ing like a ball thrown by a lad; whiles
scuttlingalongon allsfours like an evil
beast, and ¢ver and anon giving forth
that barsh and e¢vil cry ##F alter sat
a while after be was out of sight, so
stricken with borrorand loathing and
a fear of be knew not what, that be
migbt not move. Then be plucked up
abeart, and looked to his weapons and
put the other loaves into his scrip &
Then be arose and went bis ways wons
dering, yeaand dreading, what kindof
creature be should next fatll in with,
for sootbly it seemed to bim that it
would be worse than death if they
were all such as this one; and that if
itl were 50, be must needs slay and be
slain,
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apter X, Walter bappenctbon an~ ™alter
er creature in the strange Land o  goeth
2 ‘V§ U Tashewentonthrough Forward
d the fairand sweetland so
Q] bright and sunlitten,and
| be now rested & fed, the
borror&fearran offfrom
bhim, and be wandered on
merrily, neither did augbt befalt him
save the coming of night, when be laid
bim down under a great spreading oak
with bis drawn sword ready toband, &
fellasleepatonce, and woke not till the
sun was high.
DEN be arose and went on bis
@ww again; and the tand was no
worser than yesterday;buteven
better,it might be; thegreenswardmore
flowery, the caks & chestnuts greater.
Deerof diverse kinds be saw, & might
casily have got bis meat thereof; but
bhe meddled notwith them since bebad
bis bread, & was timorous of lighting
a fire, Witbhal he doubted little of bav-
ingsomeentertainment; & that,might
be, nougbtevil; since even that fearful

” dwarf bad been courteous to bim after



(0
st) bis kind, and bad done bim good and
notbharm. Butof the bappeningon the
Wretch & the Thing, whereof thedwarf
spak ¢, he Wwas yet som ewbat afeard,
FTERbDbehadgoneawhile
7A and whenas the summer
mornwasatits brigbtest,
HY] besawalittlewayabeada
g’ 74 grey rock rising up from
] amidst of aring of cak-
trees; so be turned thitber straight-
way; for in this plain land be bad seen
no rocks heretofore; and as hewent he
saw that there was a fountain gush-
ingout from under the rock, which ran
thence in a fair little stream. And when
be bad the rock and the fountain and
the stream clear before bim, lof achild
of Hdam sitting beside the fountain
under the shadowof the rock. Pedrew
alittle nigher, & then be saw that it was
a woman, clad in green like the sward
whereon she lay, She was playing with
thewelling out of the water, & she bad
trussed up ber sleeves to the shoulder
that she might thrust ber bare arms
thcréem‘ Per shoes of blach leather lay
o




on the grass beside ber, & her feet and A shame-
legs yet shone with the brook. fast
% ELIKE amidst the splashing & Maiden
' clatter of the water she did not
A bear bim drawingnigh,sotbatbe
was close to ber before she lifted up
ber face & saw bim, and he bebeld ber,
that it was the maiden of the thrice~
seen pageant. She reddened when she
saw bim, & bastily covered up ber legs
with ber gownrskirt, & drew down the
sleeves over her arms, but otberwise
stirred not, Hs for bim, he stood still,
striving to speak to ber; but no word
migbt be bring out, and bis beart beat
sorely.
@‘g AT the maiden spake to bim in
a clear sweet voice, wherein was
N ,) now no trouble: Thou art an a-
lien, art thou not? for I have not seen
thee before ¥ Yea, he said, Lam an a-
lien; wilt thou be good to me? & She
said: AHnd whynotr I wasafraidatfirst,
for I thougbt it bad been the King’s
Son. I loocked to see none other; forof
goodly men be has been the only one

bere in the land this long while, till thy
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They talk comingFbhesaid: Didsttbhoulook for

together my coming at about this time? & O
nay, she said; bow might I? ¢ Said
Walter: I wot not; but the other man
seemed to belooking for me, and knew
of me, and be brought me bread to eat
JZ She looked on bim anxiously, and
grewsomewbat pale,as shesaid: bat
otherone? FNow Walterdidnot know
whatthedwarf might be to ber, fellows
servant or what not, so he would not
showhis loathing of bim; but answers
ed wisely: The little man in the yellow
raiment, '

7z a‘C when she beard that word,
; she went suddently very pale, &
N J) leaned ber bead aback, and beat

the air with ber bands; but said pres-
ently in a faint voice: I pray thee talk
not of that one while Tam by, nor even
tbhink of bim, if thou mayest forbear,
=€ spake not, and she was a little
L@) while before she came to berself
X again; then she opened hereyes,
& looked upon Walter & smiled kindly
on bim, as thougbh to ashk his pardon

for Igaving scared bim, Then sherose
2



up in her place, and stood before bhim; The Maid
and they were nigh togetber, for the musthave
stream betwixt them was little g But time for
be still looked anxiously upon ber and ponder~
said: Pave I burt thee? I pray thy par- 'S
don @ She looked on bim more sweet~

ly still, and said: O nay; thou wouldst

not burt me, thou 1 gEThen sheblush-~
edveryred,& bein likewise; but after-~

wards she turned pale, &laidaband on

ber breast, & Walter cried out bastily:

O me! I bave burt thee again, Wherein

bave I done amiss? & In nougbht, in

nougbht, she said; but T am troubted, I
wotnotwberefore; somethoughthbath

taken bold of me, and I know it not.
MaybappeninalittiewbileLshallknow

wbat troubles me. Now I bid thee de-

part from me a little, and T will abide

bere; & when thou comest back, it will
eitherbethatIbavefounditoutornot;

and in ¢ither case I will tell thee.

7o\, D E spoke earnestly to bim; but

be said: how long shall T abide
= away? Ber face was troubled as
she answered bim: for no long while.
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Walter
comes
back

=)E smiled on berand turned away,
;;@) andwentaspacetothe otherside
72X of the oakstrees,whence she was
still within ¢yesshot, There be abode
until the time seemed long to bim; but
be schooled bimself and forbore; for
be said: Lest she send me away again,
Sobeabided untilagaintbhe time seems
ed long tobim, & she called nottobim:
but once again he forbore to go; then
atlast be arose, and bis beart beat and
be trembled, and be walked back again
speedily, and came to the maiden,who
was still standing by the rock of the
spring, ber arms banging down, ber
eyesdowncast.Shelookedupathimas
be drew nigh, & ber face changed with
cagerness as she said: Lam glad thou
art come back, thougb it be no long
while since thy departure(sooth tosay
it was scarce balf an bour in all), Nev~
ertheless 1 bave been thinking many
things, and thereof will Lnow tell thee
P De said: Maiden, there is ariver bes
twixt us,though it be no bigone, Shall
Inot strideover, and cometo thee, that
we ngay sit down together side by side
4



on the green grass? #FNay, she said, The Maid
not yet; tarry a while till I bave told telletbber
thee of matters. I must now tell thee finding
of my thoughts in order £ Ber colour

went and came now, and she plaited

the folds of her gown with restless
fingers, Ht last she said: Now the first

thing is this; that though thou bast

seen me first only within this bour,

thou bast set thine beart upon me to

bave me for thy speechsfriend and thy
darling. Hnd if this be not so,thenis

allmy speech,yea & all my hope, come

toan end at once /2 O yeal said Wal-

ter, even 80 it is: but bow thou bast

found this outIwot not; since now for

the first time I say it, that thou art in-
deedmy love, andmydear and my dar~

ling ¥ Push, she said, bush | lest the

wood bave ears, & thy speech is loud:

abide, & I shall tell thee how I knowit,
Whetherthis thylove shall outlastthe

first timetbhatthouboldestmybodyin

thine arms, I wot not, nor dost thou,

But soreis my hope that it may be 80;

for L also, though it be but scarce an

bour since I set eyes on thee, bave cast
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She will mine eyes on thee to bave thee for my
notbe love and my darling, and my speech-~
touched friend. And thisis bowIwot that thou
tovest me, my friend, Now is all this
dear & joyful, and overflows my heart
with sweetness. But now must T tell
thee of the fear and the evil which lieth
bebind it,
PEN Walter stretched out bis
@ bands to her, & cried out:Yea,
yea ! But whatever ¢vil entan-
gle us, now we botbh know these two
tbings, to wit, that thou lovest me, &
Ithee,wilt thounotcomebitber, that I
may cast mine arms aboutthee, & Riss
thee,if not thy Rind lips orthy friend -
ty face at all,yet at least thy dear band:
yea, thatImay touch thybody in some
wise? & She locked on bim steaditly, &
said softly: Nay, this above all things
must not be; and that it may not beis
a part of the evil which entangles us.
But bearken, friend, once again I tell
thee that thy voice is over loud in this
wilderness fruitful of evil. Now I bave
told thee, indeed, of two things wheres
of w6c6both wot; but next I must needs



tell thee of things whereof I wot, and They de-
thou wottest not,Yet this were better, part from
thatthoupledge thy wordnot totouch the foun-
somuch as one of my bands, and that tain that
we go together a little way bence away ghﬁ‘v may
fromthese tumbled stones, & sitdown sgfel
upon the open greensward ; whereas y
bhere is coverif there be spying abroad
M@ Hgain,as shespoke,she turned very
pale; butWalter said: Since it must be
50,1 pledge thee my word to thee as I
love thee & And therewith she knelt
down, & did on her footsgear,and then
sprang lightly over the rivulet; & then
the twain of them went side by side
some half a furlong thence, and sat
down, shadowed by the boughs of a
slim quickenstreegrowingup outofthe
greensward, whereon for a good space
around was neither bush nor brake.

PERE began the maiden to
@ talk soberly, and said: This is

wbat I must needs say to thee
now, that thou art come into a land per
rilous for any one that loveth aught
of good; from which, forsooth, T were
fain that thou wert gotten away safely,
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The Maid even thougb 1 should die of longing
telletb of forthee. Hs for myself, my perilis, in

the Mis-
tress

ameasure, less than thine; I mean the
peril of death. Butlo,thou,thisiron on
my foot is token thatLam a thrall,and
thou knowestin whatwise thrallsmust
pay for transgressions. furthermore,
of what I am, and bow I came bitber,
time would failme to tell; but some-
while, maybe, I shall tell thee. I serve
an ¢vil mistress, of whom I may say
that scarce I wot if she be a woman or
not; but by some creatures is she ac~
countedforagod,&as a godisberied;
and surely never god was crueller nor
colder than she. Me¢ she bateth sore-~
ly;yetifshe batedme little or nougbt,
small were the gain to meif it were ber
pleasure to deal bardly by me. But as
tbingsnoware, & arelike to be,it would
not be for herpleasure,but for berpain
and loss, to make an end of me, there-~
fore,as I said ¢’en now, my mere lifeis
not in perilwith ber; unless,perchance,
some sudden passiongetthebetter of
ber, and she slay me, and repent of it
theréegfter. for soitis, thatif it bethe



least evil of her conditions that sheis HAnd of
wanton, at least wanton she is to the theKing’s
letter. Many a time batb she cast the Son
net for the catehing of some goodly
youngman; & ber latest prey(saveitbe
thou)is theyoung man whomInamed,
when first I saw thee, by the name of

the King’s Son., Be is with us yet, and

I fear bim; for of late bath be wearied

of her, though it is but plain truth to

say of ber, that she is the wonder ofall
Beauties of the World, Be bath wearis

ed of ber, I say,and bath cast his ¢yes
uponme, & ifIwere beedless,bewould
betraymetotheuttermostof the wrath

of my mistress. for needs must I say

of bim,thougb hebeagoodlyman,and

now fallen into thralldom, that he hath
nobowels of compassion; butisadass
tard,who for an hour’s pleasurewould
undo me, and thercafterstand by smils

ing and taking my mistress’s pardon

with good cheer, while for me would be

no pardon. Seest thou, therefore, bow

it is with me between these two cruel
fools? Hnd moreover there are others

of whom I will not ¢ven speak to thee
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The grief @Hndtherewitbsheputherbands ber

of the
Maid

fore berface, and wept,and murmured:
Who shall detiver me from this deatb
in life ? & But Walter cried out: for
what else amIcome bitber,I,1? & HAnd
it was anear thing that be did not take
ber inbis arms,but be remembered bis
pledged word,and drewaback fromber
in terror, whereas be bad an inkling of
why she would not sufferit; & be wept
with ber,
\’@‘s Tsuddenly the Maid left weepr
' ing, and said in a changed voice:
Nfriend,whereas thouspeahkestof
deliveringme, itismore like thatIshall
deliver thee. And now I pray thy par~
don for thus grieving thee with my
grief, and thatmore especially because
thou mayst not solace thy grief with
kissesandcaresses; butsoit was,that
For once I was smitten by the thoughbt
of theanguishof this land,&thejoyof
allthe world besides Z#F Therewith she
caugbt ber breath in abalfrsob,but re~
frained ber & wenton: Nowdear friend
and darling, take good heed to all that
Lsbhall say to thee, whereas thou must
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doaftertbeteachingofmywords.AHnd Walter
first,Ldeem by themonster bavingmet tells of
thee atthegates of theland, &refreshs bis vision
ed thee, that the Mistress bath looked
for thy coming; nay, by thy coming
bither atall, that she bath cast bernet
& caught thee. Past thou noted aught
thatmightseemtomaketbismorelike?
2 SaidWalter:Three timesin fullday-s
light bavel seen gopastmetbheimages
of the monster and theeandaglorious
lady, even as if ye were alive g% And
therewith betold ber in fewwordsbow
it bad gone with bim since that day on.
the quay at Langton,

D€ said: Then it is no longer

perbaps, but certain, that thou

art ber latest catch; andevenso
Ideemed fromtbefirst: &, dearfriend,
this is why I bave not suffered thee to
kiss or caress me, so sore as I longed
Forthee.fortheMistress willbave thee
for beronly, and bath lured theebither
Fornougbht else; and she is wise in wi~
zardry (even as somedealamI), & wert
thou to touch me with band or mouth
on my naked flesh, yea, or were it even
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The Maid my raiment, then would she scent the
ponder~ savour of thy love upon me, and then,
¢th thougb it may be she would sparethee,
she would not spare me.
PEN was she silent a little,and
@ seemedverydowncast, & Wals
terbeld bis peace from grief &
confusion & helplessness; For of wi-
zardry be knew nougbt,
‘i‘"@j T last theMaid spake again,and
said:Nevertheless wewillnotdie
LI redeless, Now thoumustlook to
this, that frombenceforwardit isthee,
& not the King’s Son,whom she desirs
¢th, & that s0 much the more that she
bath not set eyes on thee. Remember
this, whatsoever her seeming may be
tothee.Now,therefore,shalltheKing’s
Son be free, though be know it not, to
casthisloveon whomso bewill;and, in
away,lalsosbhall befreetoyeasaybim,
Though, forsooth, so fulfilled is she
with malice and spite, that even then
shemay turnroundonmetopunishme
for doing that which she would bave
me do. Now let me think of it.
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E%] and spokeat last: Yea,all things a bidden
X are perilous, and a perilous rede rede
1 bave thougbt of, whereof I will not
tell thee as yet; sO waste not the short
while byasking me. Ht least the worst
will be no worse than what shall come
if we strive not against it. And now,
my friend, amongst perils it is grow-
ing more and more perilous that we
twain should be longer together. But
I would say one thing yet; and maybe
anotherthereafter. Thoubastcast thy
love upon one who will be true to thee,
whatsoever may befall; yet is she a
guileful creature, and might not belp
it ber life long, and now for thy very
sake must needs be more guilefulnow
than c¢ver before, Hnd as for me, the
gquileful, my love bave I cast upon a
lovely man, and one true and simple,
and a stoutsbeart; butat such a pinch
is be, thatif be withstand all tempta-~
tion, his withstanding may belike un-~
do both him and me., Therefore swear
we both of us, that by both of us shall
all guile & all falling away be forgiven
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They

on the day when we shall be free tolove

swear leal gach the otberas our bearts will,

ove
together

@ HL‘C€R cried out: O love, I
swear it indeed! thou art my
2\ % Pallow, and I will swearitas
on the relics of a hallow; ontbybands
and tby feet T swear it 4 The words
seemed tO ber a dear caress; and she
taughed, and blushed, and looked full
Rindly on bim; and then ber face grew
solemn, and she said: On thy life T
swearit!

PEN she said: Now is there

nought for thee todobuttogo

bence straight to the Golden
Pouse, which is my Mistress’shouse,
and the only bouse in this land (save
one which I may not see), and lieth
southbward no long way. bow she will
deal with thee, I wot not; but all 1 bave
said of ber and thee and the King’s
Son is true, Therefore 1 say to thee,
be wary and cold at beart, whatsoever
outward semblance thou mayst make.
If thou bave to yield thee to ber, then
yield rather late than early, 8o as to
gain time, Yet not s0 late as to seem
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shamed in yielding for fear’s sake. Now they
Pold fast to thy life, my friend, forin part for
warding that, thou wardest me from 2 While
grief witbout remedy. Thou wilt see

me ere long; it may be tormorrow, it

may be some days bence. But forget

not, that what I may do, that Tam do-~

ing. Take heed also that thou pay no

more heed tome, or rather less, than if

thou wert meeting a maiden of noac~
countinthe streets of thineown town.

O my love!barren is this first farewell,

as was our first meeting; but surely

shall there be anotber meeting better

than the first, & the last farewell may

be long and long yet g#F Therewith she

stood up, & be knelt before bera little

while withbout any word, & then arose

and went bis ways; but when be bad

gonea space be turned about, and saw

ber still standing in the same place;
shestayedamomentwhben shesawbim

turn, and then berself turnedabout, &

So he departed througb the fair land,

and bis heartwas fullwitbbope & fear

as he went,

75



bapter XTI, Walter bappeneth on the
istress o8 &%

=3]1C was but a little after
noonwhen Walterleftthe
4Maid bebind: be steered
south by the sun, as the
Maid bad bidden bim, &
: went swiftly; for, as a
good knight wending to battle, the
time seemed long tobim till heshould
meet the foe.

77N\, © an bour before sunset be saw
‘5 something white & gay gleam-~
N7y ing through the boles of the

oakstrees, & presently there was clear
beforebimamostgoodly bouse builds
ed of whitemarble,carvedatlabout with
knotsand imagery, and thecarven folk
were all painted of their lively colours,
whetber it were their raiment or their
flesh, and the bousings wherein they
stood all donewith gold and fair bues.
Gay were the windows of the house; &
there was a piltared porch before the
greatdoor,withimages betwixt the pils
larsbothof menand beasts: and when




Walter looked up to the roof of the Walter
bouse, hesawtbatitgleamed & shone; cometh
for all the tiles were of yellow metal, into the
which be deemed to beof very gotd,  Dall
{c»‘@“% this be¢ saw as he went, and

0 [ tarriednottogazeuponit; forbe

LI said, belike there will be time for

me to ook on all this before I die. But

be said also, that, though the house

was not of the greatest, it was beyond
compare of all houses of the world.

&Vﬂ GOW heentereditby theporch,&
3@5 came into a ball manyrspillared,
Y & vaulted over, thewalls paints

ed with gold and ultramarine, the floor
dark,and spangled with many colours,
and the windows glazed with knots &
pictures. Midmostthereof wasafouns
tain of gold, whence the water ran two
ways in goldslined runnels, spanned
twicewithlittlebridgesofsilver.L.ong
was that ball, and now not very light,
sothat Walter was comepastthe founs
tainbeforehesawany folk therein:then
he looked up toward thebighsseat, and
bimsseemed that a great light shone
thence, & dazzled his eyes; & bewent
77



There sit  on alittleway, & then fell onbis knees;
twoonthe for there before bim on the bighsseat
bighsseat gat that wondrous Lady, whose lively
imagebadbeen shown tobim thriceber
fore; and shewascladin gold & jewels,
as hebaderstseen her.Butnowshe was
not alone; for by ber side sata young
man, goodly enougb, so far as Walter
migbt see bim, & most richly clad, with
ajewelled sword by bis side, & a chap-
letof gemson hishead.They held each
other by the band, and seemed to be in
dearconverse together; but theyspake
softly, 60 that Walter might not bear
whbattheysaid tillat last theman spake
aloud totheLady: Seest thounottbat
there is a man in the ball? g% Yea, she
said, I see bim yonder, kneeling on bis
knees; letbim comenigher& givesome
accountof bimself @S0 Walterstood
up and drew nigh, and stood there, all
shamefaced and confused, lOOking on
those twain,&wondering at the beauty
of the Lady. Hs for the man, who was
slim, and blackshaired, and straight~
featured, forall bis goodliness Walter
accougted bim little, &nowise deemed
7



bim to look chieftainslike, Watlteris
OUW the Lady spake not to Wal- shamed
@Z teranymorethbanerst; butatlast
the man said: Why doest thou
not kneel as thou didst ¢rewbile?
Walter was on the point of giving bim
backafierceanswer; buttheladyspake
and said: Nay, friend, it matters not
whetbher he kneel or stand ; but he may
say,ifbewill,whathewould baveofme,
& whereforebheis come bither # Then
spake Walter,for as wroth & ashamed
as be was: Lady, I bave strayed into
this land, & bave come to thine house
as I suppose, and if I be not welcome,
I may well depart straightway, & seck
away out of thy land, if thou wouldst
drive me thence, as wellas out of thine
bouse @ Thereat the Lady turned and
looked on him, and when ber ¢yes met
bis, be felt a pang of fear and desire
mingled shoot through bisbeart.This
timeshespoke to bim; butcoldly, withs
out¢itherwratbh orany thoughtof bim:
Newscomer, she said, I bavenot bidden
thee bitber; but beremayst thouabide
awhile if thou wilt; nevertheless, take
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The heed thatbereisno King’sCourt.There
disdainof ig,forsooth,afolk that serveth me (or,
theLady itmaybe,morethanone),of whomthou
wert best to knownought, Ofothers I
have but two servants, whom thou wilt
see; & theone is a strange creature,who
should scare thee or scathe thee with a
goodwill, but ofa good will shallserve
nougbt save me; the otberis a woman,
a thrall, of little avail, save that, being
compelled,she will work woman’s sers
vice for me, but whom none ¢lse shall
compel... Yea, but what is all this to
thee;or to methatIshould tell it thee?
T will not drive thee away; but if thine
entertainment please thee not, make
no plaint thereof to me, but depart at
thy will, Now is this talk betwixt us
overlong, since,as thou seest, I & this
King’s Son are in converse together.
Hrt thou a King’s Son? ¥ Nay, Lady,
said Watter, I am but of the sons of
the merchants & It matters not, she
said; gothywaysintooneof thechams
bers & Hnd straightway she fell astatk:
ing to the man who sat beside ber cons
cem;ng the singing of the birds be-
0



neath ber window in the morning; and None to
of bow she bad bathed her that day in Welcome
apool of thewoodlands,when she bad theguest
been beated with bunting, & so forth;

and all as if there bad been none there

save berand the King’s Son,

\'@‘s AT Walter departed all asham-~

§" ed, as though be bad been a poor

AN man thrustaway fromarich kins:

man’s door; & he said to himself that
this woman was bateful, and nougbt
loverworthy, & that she was little like
to tempt bim, despite all the fairness
of ber body.

R~ - 30 one ¢lse be saw in the bouse
g@#‘ that ¢even: be found meat and
WW drink duly served on a fair ta~

ble,and thereafter be cameon agoodly
bed, & all things needful, but no child
of Hdam to do bim service, or bid bim
welcome or warning. Nevertheless be
ate, and drank, and slept, and put off
thoughtofallthesethings tillthemorrs
row, all the more asheboped to seethe
Rind maiden some time betwixt sun -
ris¢ and sunget on that new day.
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Chapter XILThewearing of fourday
beyond the World «4#
€ arose betimes, but
V) found no one to greet
bim, neither was there
any sound of folk mov-
ing within the fairbouse;
_ >( : 3‘ 80 he but broke his fast,
4 x7// and then went forth and wandered a~
7/ mongst the trees, till be found bim a
% stream to batbe in, and after he bad
wasbed the night off bim be tay down
under a tree thereby for a while, but
soon turned back toward the bouse,
lest perchance the Maid should come
thither and he should miss ber.,
e C should be said that balfabows
%} ‘ shot fromthehouseonthatside
== (i.e. due north thereof) was a lits
tle bazel/brake, and round about it the
trees were smallerof kind thanthe caks
and chestnuts be bad passed through
before, being mostly of birch & quicks
ensbeam and young ash, with small
wood betwixt them; so now bhe passed
through the thicket,and,coming tothe



edge thereof, bebeld the Lady and the alter
King’s Son walking togetber band in sees the
band, full lovingly by seeming % Be EVvil
deemed it unmeet to draw back & bide Thing
bim, so be went forth past them to- aganpl,qor
ward thehouse.TheKing’s Son scowls pow ¢
ed on him as he passed, but the Lady,
over whose beauteous faceflickered the
joyous morning smiles, took no more
beed of him than if be bad been one of
the trees of thewood. Butshebad been
80 bigh and disdainful with bim the
evening before, that be thought little
of that,The twain wenton,skirtingthe
bazel:,copse, and he could not choose
butturnbiseyesonthem,sosorelydid
theLady’s beauty draw them, Thenber
feltanother thing; for bebind themthe
boughs of thebazels parted, and there
stood that little evil thing,beoranoths
er of bhis Rind ; for he was quite unclad,
save by bis fell of yellowysbrown bair,
and that be was girt with a leathern
girdle,wherein was stuchk an ugly twor
edged knife: bestood uprightamoment,
and cast bis ¢yes at Walter & grinned,
but not as if be knew bim; and scarce
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Walter could Walter say whether it were the
longeth one be bad seen, or another: then be
forthe cast bimself down on bis belly,and fell

Maid

to creeping througb the long grass like
a serpent, following the footsteps of
the Lady and ber lover; and now, as be
crept, Walter deemed, in bis loatbing,
that the creature was liker to a ferret
than augbt ¢else. Pe crept on marvel -
lous swiftly,and was soon cleanout of
sight. But Walter stood staring after
bhim for a while, and then lay down by
thecopsesside, thathbemight watch the
bouse and the entry thereof; for be
thought, now perchance presentty will
the Rind maiden come bither to com~
fort me with a word or two. But bour
passed by bour,and still shecamenot;
and still he lay there, and thoughbt of
the Maid, and longed for her kindness
& wisdom, till be could not refrain bis
tears, & wept for the lack of ber. Then
bearose, andwent andsatintheporeh,
and was very downcast of mood.
"‘;@‘2 (T as he sat there, back comes
§) the Lady again, the King’s Son
leading her by the band; they

AN
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entered the porch, and she passed by Those
bim 80 close that the odour of ber rai- two pass
ment filled all the air about bim, and bim dis-
the sleckness of ber side nigh touched dainfully
bim, s0 that be could not fail to note

that bergarments were somewbatdiss

arrayed, & that shehkept ber rightband

(for ber left the King’s Son held) to ber
bosomtobhold thecloth togetherthere,

whereas the rich raiment bad been torn

off from ber right shoulder, Hs they

passed by bim, the King’s Son once

more scowled on hbim, wordless, but

even more fiercely than before; and a~

gain the Lady heeded bim nought,

RS @*] FTER they bad gone on a while,

bhe entered the ball,and found it

K empty from end to end, and no
soundinitsavethetinklingof the founs

tain ; but there was victual s¢t on the

board. PBe ate & drank thereof to keep

life lusty within him, & then went out

again to the wood:side towatch and to

long'; and the time bung beavy on his

bands because of the lack of the fair

Maiden.
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The Z5 € was of mindnottogointothe
King’s pNE)IB] bouse to bis rest that night,
Son 3 but to sleep under the boughs

gngs of the forest. But a little after sunset
mm 2 2 2
bhe saw a brightsclad image moving a-
midst the carven images of the porch,
and the King’s Son came forth & went
straight to bim, and said: Thou art to
enter the bouse, and go into thy cham:
ber forthwith, and by no means to go
forth of it betwixt sunset and sunrise.
My Lady willnot away with thby prowls
ing round the bouse in the night s tide
JF Therewith be turned away, & went
into the bouse again; and Walter fol-
tlowed bim soberly, remembering bow
the Maid bad bidden bim forbear, So
be went to bis chamber, and slept.
\’@‘? ATamidstofthenightbeawoke
' and deemed that be heard a voice
A not far off, 80 he crept out of his
bed & peered around, lest, perchbance,
the Maid bad come to speak with him;
but bis chamber was dushk and empty:
then bewent to thewindow and looked
out,and saw the moon shining bright

and gghite upon the greensward, And



of the Lady walking with the King’s H fair
Son, & he clad in thin and wanton rai- 8ight, but
ment,but she in nougbt else save what Perilous
God bad given her of long, crispy yel~

tow hair, Then was Walter ashamed to

ook onher,seeing that therewasaman

with ber, and gat bim back to his bed;

but yet a long while ere be slept again

be bad the imagebefore bis ¢yes of the

fair womanon thedewy moonlitgrass.

;W" PHE next day matters went much

@ the same way, and the next also,

N gave thatbis sorrow wasincreass

ed, and be sickened sorely of hope der
ferred, On the fourtb day also the forer
noonwore aserst; butinthebheatofthe
afternoon Walter sought to the bazels
- copse, and laid bim down there bard by
alittle clearing thereof, and slept from
very weariness of grief. There,aftera
while, be woke with words still bang-

ing in his ¢ars, & be knew at once that

it was they twain talking together £#
The King’s Son bad just done his say,

and now it was the Lady beginning in

her honeysgsweet voice, lowbut strong,
wherein even was a little of buskingss;
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Thel.ady she said: Otto, belike it were well to
mocks the bhave a little pattence, till we find out

King’s
Son

what the man s, & whence be cometh;
it will always be casy torid us of bim;
it is but a word to our Dwarf/king, & it
will be done in a few minutes & Pa-
tience! said the King’s Son, angrily; 1
wot not how to bave patience with him;
for I can s¢e of bim that beis rudeand
violent and headstrong, & a lowsborn
wily one. forsooth,be bad patience ens
ougb with me the other even, when T
rated bim in, like the dog that beis, &
be bad no manbood to say one word to
me. Soothly, as be followed after me,
I bad a mind to turn about & deal bim
abuffeton the face, to seeif Leould but
draw one angry word from bim g The
Lady laugbed, and said: Well, Otto, 1
know not; that which thou deemest
dastardy in bim may be but prudence
and wisdom, and bhe¢ an alien, far from
bis friends and nigb to bis foes, Per~
chance we shallyet try bim what beis.
Meanwhile,Lrede thee try bim not with
buffets, save be be weaponless & with
bouggen bands;orelse I deem that but



a little while shalt thou be fain of thy The Lady

blow. s¢eems
QW when Walter heard herwords more

m and the voice wherein they were friendly

said,be might not forbear being :

stirred by them, and to bim, all lonely

there, they seemed friendly & But he

lay still,and the King’s Son answered

the Lady and said: I know not what

is in thine heart concerning this runa-~

gate, that thou shouldst bemock me

with bis valiancy, whereof thou know-

est nought. If thou deem meunwortbhy

of thee, send me back safe to my fath-

er’s country; I may ook to bave wor-

ship there; yea,and the love of fair wo-~

men belike F Therewith it seemed as

if be bad put forth his band to the Las

dy to caress her, for she said: Nay, lay

not thine band on my shoulder, for to-

day and now it is not the band of love,

but of pride & folly,and wouldsbemas:

tery. Nay, neither shalt thou rise up &

leave me until thy mood is softer and

Rinder tome.
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Hnd yet
again

PEN was there silence betwixt
@ thema while, and thereafterthe

King’s Son spake in a wheed-
tingvoice:Mygoddess, I pray thee par/
don me! But canst thou wonder that]
fear thy wearying of me,and am theres
fore peevish and jealous? thou so far
abovethe Queens of the World,and La
poor youth that without thee were nors
thing 1 /@ She answerednought,and be
went on again: {as it not so, O god-~
dess, that this man of the sons of the
merchants was little beedful of thee,
and thy loveliness & thy majesty ? &F
She laughed & said: Maybe be deemed
notthat he hadmuchtogainofus,scers
ing thee sitting by our side, and wherer
as we spake to bim coldly and sternly
& disdainfully, Witbal,the poor youth
was dazzled and shamefaced before
us ; that we could see in the ¢eyes and
the mien of bim,

X~ B G OU this she spoke sokindly &
m sweetly, that again was alter
W all stirred thereat; and it came

intobismind thatitmight beshe knew
be was anigh and bearing ber, and that
90



sbe spake as much for bim as for the The
King’s Son: but that one answered: King’s
Lady, didst thou not sece somewbat SOn
else in bis eyes, to wit, that they bad 3"0“[“
but of late looked on some fairwoman (4% on
other than thee? As for me, I deem it (1o npsig
not 8o unlike that on the way to thine
ball bemay bave fallenin with thy Maid
J#FDe spoke in a faltering voice, as if
shrinking from somestormthatmight
come. And forsooth the Lady’s voice
was changed as she answered, though
there was no outward heat in it; rather
itwasgbarp andeagerandcold at once.
She said: Yea, that is not ill thougbt
of'; but we may not always keep our
thratlin mind. If it besoas thou deem:
est, we shall come to knowit most like
when we next fallin with ber; or if she
bath been shy this time, then shall she
pay the beavier forit; forwewill quess
tion her by the fountainin the Pallas
to what betid by the fountain of the
Rock @ Spake the King’s Son, falter-
ing yet more: Lady, were it not better
toquestion theman bimself? the Maid

is stoutshearted, & willnotbespeedily

o1



TheLady quelled into a true tale; whereas the

threatens man I deem of no account g#No, no,

theMaid  gaid the Lady sharply, it shall not be
B Thenwas she silent a while; & then
shesaid: Powif theman should prove
to be our master? & Nay, our Lady,
said the King’s Son, thou art jesting
with me; thou and thy might and thy
wisdom, and all that thy wisdom may
command, to be overnmastered by a
gangrel churl| g#FBut bow if T will not
bave it command,King’s Son? said the
Lady: I tell thee I know thine heart,
but thou knowest not mine. But beat
peace! for since thou bast prayed for
this woman...nay, not with thy words,
Twot,but with thy trembling bands, &
thincanxiouseyes, and knitted brow...
1 say,since thou bast prayed for ber so
earnestly, she shall ¢scape this time.
But whether it will betober gain in the
long run, I misdoubt me. Se¢e thou to
that, Otto! thou who bast held me in
thinearms so oft. And now thou may-
est depart if thou wilt,
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RSB a

)5 seemed to Walter as if the Thenext
King’s Sonwere dumbfounder, day
ed at ber words : be answered
nougbt,and presently berose from the
ground, and went bis ways slowly to-
ward the bouse. The Lady lay there a
little while, & thenwent berways also;
but turned away from the bouse to-~
ward thewoodat theotberend thereof,
whereby Walter bad first come thither.
{cf@)‘; for Walter, bewas confused in
mind and sbhaken in spirit; and
2 withal be seemed to see guile &
crueldeeds underthetalkof those two,
andwaxed wrathfulthereat. Yethesaid
to bimself, that nought might bhe do,
but was as one bound band and foot,
till he bad seen the Maid again.
Chapter XIIL. Nowis the Punt up %
¥ €X T morning was be up
WV betimes, but be was cast
downand heavy of beart,

(??2, not looking for aught

i
g delsetobetidetbanbad bers

Ry L7 tid those last four days.
But otherwise it Fell out; for when be

p=e; < A
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\\- \1%—".



TheL.ady came down into the ball, there was the

isgrown Ladysittingon thebighbsseat allalone,

gracious clad butin a coat of white linen; & she

toWalter ¢ymed ber head when she beard bis
footsteps, & looked onbim, & greeted
bim, and said: Come bither, guest ¥
So bewent and stood before ber, and
shesaid: Thoughas yet thou bastbad
no welcome here, & no bonour, it bath
notenteredinto thinebeart toflee from
us; and to say sooth, that is well for
thee, for flee away from our band thou
mightest not, nor mightest thou de-
part without our furthberance. But for
this we can thee thank, that thou bast
abided bere our bidding, & caten thine
beart tbrough thebeavy wearing offour
days, and made no plaint. Yet I cannot
deem thee a dastard; thou so well knit
andshapely of body, so clearseyedand
bold of visage. Wherefore now I ask
thee, art thou willing to dome service,
thereby to carn thy guesting?

> AL TER answered ber,somes
what faltering at first, forbe
2\ % was astonishedat the change

which had come over her; fornow she
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spoke to bim in friendly wise, though She bid-
indeed as agreat lady would speak toa deth bim
young man ready to serve herin all hos service
nour, Said be: Lady, I can thee thank
bumbly and beartily in that thou bid-
dest me dothee service; forthesedays
past I bave loatbed the emptiness of
the hours, and nought better could T
ask for than toserve sogloriousaMiss
tress in all bonour ¥ She frowned
somewbat, and said: Thou shalt not
callme Mistress; there is but one who
80 calletb me, thatismy thrall; & thou
artnonesuch, Thou shaltcallmeLady,
and I shall be well pleased that thoube
my squire, and for this present thou
shalt serve me in the bunting. S0 get
thy gear; take thy bowandarrows, and
gird thee to thy sword. for in this fair
landmayonefind beastsmoreperilous
than be buck or bart, I go now to array
me; we will depart while the dayis yet
young; for s0 make we the summer
day the fairest.
A € made obeisance to ber, and she
y ;‘2 ) arose & went toberchamber,and

X {alter dight himself, and then
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Now

abodeberin theporeh; and in less than

cometb an bour she came out of the ball, and
the Maid @ralter’s beart beat when he saw that

agamn

the Maid followed ber bard at beel, and
scarce might be school bis eyes not to
gaze overseagerly at bis dear friend,
She was clad even as she was before,
and was changed in no wise, save that
tove troubled her facewhen she firstber
bheld bim, & she bad much ado to mas-
terit: howbeit the Mistress beeded not
the trouble of her, or made no sem-~
blance of beeding it, till the Maiden’s
face was all according to its wont,
\*@‘e AT this Walter found strange,
5 that afterall that disdain of the
2 Maid’s thralldom which he bad
heard of the Mistress, and afterall the
threats against ber, now was the Mis-
tress become mild and debonaire to
her,asa good lady to ber good maiden.
When Walter bowed the knee to ber,
she turned unto the Maid, and said:
Look thou, my Maid, at this fair new
Squire that T bave gotten ! Will not be
be valiant in the greenwood? Hnd see
whetber bebewell shapen ornot,. Doth
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be not touch thine beart, when thou The Lady
thinkest of all the woe, and fear, and is kind
troubleof thelorldbeyond theood,
which be batb escaped, to dwellin this
little land peaceably, and well-beloved
both by the Mistress & the Maid? And
thou,my Squire, 0ok a littleat this fair
slim Maiden, and say if she pleasceth
theenot: didst thou deem that we bad
any thing so fairin this lonely place?
wARHANK and kind was the smile
§ é on her radiant visage, nor did
XX\ she seem to note any whit the
trouble on Walter’s face, nor how he
strove tokeep bis ¢yes from the Maid.
Hs for ber,she bad sowbollymastered
ber countenance, that belike she used
ber face guilefully, for she stood as
one bumble but bappy, with a smileon
ber face, blushing, and with bher bead
bung down as if shamefaced before a
goodly young man, a stranger ¥ But
thelady looked upon herkindly &said:
Come hitber, child, and fear not this
frank and free young man, who belike
fearetb theealittle,& fullcertainty fears
¢th me; and yet only after the manner
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Hlovely of men & Hnd therewith she took the

thing in Maid by the band and drew ber to ber,

theland & pressed ber to ber bosom, & kissed
her cheeks and ber lips, and undid the
lacing of ber gown & bared a shoulder
of ber,and swept away ber skirt from
ber feet;and then turned to Walterand
said: Lo thou, Squire! is not this a
lovely thing tobave grownupamongst
our rough oaksboles? What 1 art thou
looking at the iron ring there? It is
nougbt, save a token that she is mine,
and that T may not be without ber ##
Then she took the Maid by the shoul-
ders and turned ber about as in sport,
and said: Go thou now, & bring bither
thegoodgreyones; for needsmust we
bring homesome venisontoday,wheres
as this stout warrior may not feed on
nougbt save manchets and boney.

77, O the Maid went ber way, taking
&Y care, as alter deemed, to give
N2y no side glance to bim. But be

stood there shamefaced, so confused

with all this opensbearted kindness of

the great Lady & with the fresh sight

of thg darling beauty of the Maid, that
9



bewent nigh totbhinking thatalltbebad The Lady
beard since he bad come to the porch jests bit-
of the house that first time was but a terssweet
dream of evil,

o~Z a‘C while be stood pondering
; these matters, and staring be-~
N J.l forebimas onemazed,theLady

taugbed out in bis face, and touched
bim on the arm & said: Hh, our Squire,
ig it 80 that now thou bast seen my
Maid thou wouldst with a good will
abide bebind to talk with ber? But call
to mind thy word pledged to me ¢’en
now! And moreover I tell thee this for
thy beboof now she isoutof earsshot,
that I will above all things take thee
away tosday: for there be other eyes, &
they nought uncomely, that look at
whiles on my fairzankled thrall; & who
knows but the swords migbt be out if
I take not the betterbeed,and give thee
not every whit of thy will,
‘i"l@*) S she spoke and moved forward,
s be turnedalittle, sothatnowthe
U ¢dge of that bazel coppice was
within his ¢yesshot, & he deemed that
oncemore be saw the yellowsbrown evil
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Walter  thingcrawling fortb from thethicket;

meets then, turning suddenly on the Lady,

guile with pemethereyes,and seemed in onemor

guile ment of time to find a far other (0ok in
them than thatof franknessand Rind -~
ness; though in a flash they changed
back again, and she said merrily and
sweetly : 80 80, Sir Squire, now art
thou awake again, & mayest Foralittle
while OOk onme.

R OW it came into bis bead, with
m that look of hers,all thatmight
‘g\ befall him and the Maid if be

masterednothis passion, nordid what
be might to dissemble; so he bent the
knee to her, and spoke boldly to berin
her own vein, and said: Nay, most gra-
ciousof ladies, neverwould Labide ber
bind tosday since thou farest afield.
Butif myspeech bebampered,or mine
¢yes stray, is it not because my mind
isconfused by thy beauty, & theboney
of Rind words which floweth from thy
mouth? ¥ Shelaughed outrightatbis
word, but not disdainfully, and said:
This is well spohken, Squire, and ¢ven
what a squire should say to his liege
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lady, when the sunisuponafairmorns OF the
ing, and she and be and all the world Lady’s
are glad @ She stood quitencar bim as array
she spoke, her band was on bis shouls

der, and ber ¢eyes shone and sparkled.
Soothtosay, thatexcusing of hiscon-~
fusion was like enougb in s¢eming to

the truth; for sure never creature was
fashioned fairerthanshe: clad shewas
forthegreenwood as the buntingrgods

dess of the Gentiles, with ber green

gown gathered unto ber girdle, & san~

dals on bher feet; a bowin ber band and
aquiverat ber back: she was tallerand
biggerof fashion than thedearMaiden,
whiter of flesh,and more glorious,and
brighter of bair; as a flower of flowers

for fairness and fragrance.

oo Ny D E said: Thou art verily a fair
&j squire before the buntis up, &
INSZ7 if thou be as good in the bunt-

ing, all will be better than well, and the
guest will be welcome. But (01 here
cometb our Maid with the good grey
ones, Go meet her,and we will tarryno
longer than fortby taking the leash in

band # So Walter looked, and sawthe
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Thelady Maid coming with two couple of great
liecssomer pounds in the leash straining against

wbhat

her as she came along. e ran lightly
to meet ber, wondering if be should
bave alook,orahalfswhisper from ber;
but sbhe let bim take the white thongs
from ber band, with the same balf-
smile of shamefacedness still set on
berface, &, going past him,camesoftly
up to the Lady, swaying like a willow-
branch in the wind, and stood before
bher, with ber arms banging down by
bersides. Then theLady turned tober,
and said: J.ook to thyself, our Maid,
while weareaway, This fairyoungman
thou needest not to fearindeed, for be
is good and leal; but what thou shalt
do with the King’s Son I wot not, Pe
is abot lover forsooth,butabardman;
and whiles evil is bis mood, & perilous
both tothee andme. Hndif thoudobis
will,it shall beill for thee; & if thou do
itnot,takebeed of bim,and let me,and
me only, come between bis wrath and
thee.Imay dosomewbat forthee.€Even
yesterday be was instant with me to
bavetheechastisedafterthemannerof
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thralls; but I bade him Reep silence of Nowisthe
such words, and jeered bim & mocked Maid left
bim, till bewentaway from me peevish bebind
& inanger. S0 100k to it that thou fall
notinto any trap of his contrivance.

g’" DEN the Maidcast berself at the

@ Mistress’s feet, & Rissed & em-

N braced them; and as she rose up,

the Lady laid her band lightly on ber

head, and then, turning to Walter,cried

out: Now Squire, let us leaveall these
troubles and wiles and desires bebind

us, and flit througb the merry green-

wood like the Gentiles of old days &
Hnd therewith she drew up the laps of
bhergown tiltthe whitenessof herknees

was seen, and set off swiftly toward

the wood that lay soutb of the bouse,
and alter followed, marvelling at ber
goodliness; nor durst be cast a look
backward to the Maiden, for be knew

that she desired bim, & it was ber only

that he looked to for his deliverance

from this bouse¢ of guile and li¢s.
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ter XIV. The huntingof the Part.
‘ // . 30 they went, they found a

R 7 g a change in the land, which
@ A\ 7 ~<= grew emptier of big and

N AV O e BY} widesspreading trees, &

Tj ZAmore beset with thickets,

‘ AW from one of these they

r‘> roused a bart, and @Walter let slip bis
NG/ bounds thereafter, & be and the Lady
NG followed running. Exceeding swift was
';)\ she, & well:breatbed withal,so that Walr
N ter wondered at ber;and eager she was
in the chase as the very bounds, heed-

Y ing nothing the scratching of briars or
thewbippingof stiff twigsas she sped
on, But for all their eager bunting, the
quarry outran both dogs and folk, and

gat bim into agreat thicket,amidmost
whereof was a wide plash of water. Ins

N\ to the thicket they Followed him, but
be took to the water under their eyes

‘ d) and made land on the otber side; and
@ because of the tangle of underwood,
be swam across much faster than they

might bave any bope to come round on
bim; and so were the bunters left un~




done for that time, Che Lady
e © the Lady cast berself down on 15 peevish
the green grass anigh the water,
78 while Walter blew the bounds in
and coupled them up; then be turned
round to ber, & o1 shewas weeping for
despite that they bad lost the quarry;
and again did Walter wonder that so
little a matter should raise a passion
of tears in ber. be durst not ashk what
ailed bher, or proffer ber solace, but was
not ill apaid by bebolding ber loveli-
ness as there she lay.
STANYRESENTLY sheraisedupber
@ bead and turned to Walter, and
P spake to him angrily and said:
Squire,why dost thoustand staringat
me like a fool? ¥ Yea, Lady, he said;
but the sight of thee maketh me fool~
ish to do aughtelse buttolookon thee
S She said, in a peevish voice: Tush,
Squire,thedayis too farspent forsoft
and courtly speeches ; what was good
there is nougbt so good here. Withal,
I know more of thine heart than thou
deemest @ Walterbungdown bisbead
and reddened, and she looked on him,
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TheLady andberfacechanged, andshe smiled &
will batbe said,Rindly this time:Lookye,Squire,
Tam bot and weary,andillzcontent; but
presently it will be better withme; for
my knees bave been telling my shoul -
ders that the cold water of this little
lakewill be sweet & pleasant this sum:
mer noonday, and that I shall forget
my foil when I bave taken my pleasure
therein, Wherefore, go thou with thine
bounds without the thicket and there
abide my coming. Hnd I bid thee look
not aback as thou goest, for therein
were peril to thee: I shallnot keep thee

tarrying long alone.
ZE bowed bis bead to ber, and
P| turned and went his ways. And
now, when he was a little space
away from ber, be deemed berindeed a
marvel of women,and wellmigb forgat
all bis doubts & fears concerning ber,
whether she were a fair image fashions
ed out of lies and guile, or it might be
butan evilthingin the shapeofagoods
ly woman. forsooth, when he saw her
caressing the dear and friendly Maid,

bisbeartallturnedagainsther,despite
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what bis eyes & bis ears told bis mind, Now is
& she seemed like as it were a serpent she kind
enfolding the simplicity of the body agamn
which be loved ## But now it was all
changed, and be lay on the grass and
longed for her coming ; which was der

layed for somewbat more thban an bour.
Then she came back to bim, smiling &
fresb and cheerful, ber green gown let
down to ber beels & Pe sprang up to

meet ber, & she came close to bim, and
spake from a laughing face: Squire,

bast thou no meat in thy wallet? for,
meseemetb, I fed thee when thou wert
bungry the other day; do thou now the

same by me ## Pe smiled, and louted
tober, and took bis wallet and brought

out thence bread and flesh and wine, &
spread them all out before ber on the
green grass, and then stood by bum-~

bty before ber. But she said: Nay, my
Squire, sit down by me & cat with me,

for tosday are we both hunters toge-

ther & S0 be sat down by her tremb-

ling, but neitber for awe of her great-

ness, nor for fear & borror of ber guile

and sorcery.
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Sheasks g5 WDHILE they sat there together
Walter of afterthey bad done their meat, &
Langton [BYOK theLady fell astalking with Wals

i}“&‘ts ter concerning the parts of the carth,
o and the manners of men, & of bisjours
neyings to and fro g#Ht last she said:
Thou hast told me much and answer-~
ed all my questions wisely, and as my
good Squire should,and that pleaseth
me. But now tell me of the city where~
in thouwert born & bred; a city where~
of thou bast bitherto told me nought
S L.ady, he said, it is a fair and a great
city, & to many it seemetb lovely, But
1 bave lef't it, and now it is nothing to
me ¥ DPast thou not Rindred there?
said she @ Yea, said be, and foemen
withal; and a false woman waylayeth
my life there ¥ And wbat was she?
said the Lady & Said Walter: She was
but my wife 4 Was she fair? said the
JLady & Walter looked on her a while,
and then said: I was going to say that
she was wellmigh as fair as thou; but
that may scarce be, Yet was she very
fair, But now, kind and gracious Lady,
I will gay this word to thee: I marvel
10



that thou ashkest so many things con~ Walter
cerning the city of Langton on Potm, telletbber
where I was born, and where are my ©f bis
kindred yet; for meseemeth that thoy Vision
knowest it thyself g Lknowit, I ?said
thel.ady @ What, then! thou knowest
it notysaid Walter ¥ Spake the Lady,
and some of her ol A disdain was in ber
words: Dost thot deem that I wander
about the world & its cheapingrsteads
like one of the chapmen? Nay, I dwell
in the Wood beyond the World, & no-~
-where else. What bath put this word
into thy mouth ? & be said : Pardon
me, Lady,if I bave misdone; but thus
it was: Mine¢ own ¢yes bebeld thee go~
ing down the quays of our city, and
thence a shipsboard, & the ship sailed
out of the baven, Hnd first ofallwent a
strange dwarf,whom I bave seen here,
and then thy Maid; and then went thy
gracious and lovely body.

b€ Lady’s face changed as be
@ spoke, and she turned red and

then pale, & set her teeth; but
sherefrained ber, & said: Squire, I see
of thee that thou art no liar, nor light
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The Lady of wit, therefore I suppose that thou
iswroth hast verily seen some appearance of
me; but never bave I been in Langton,
nor thougbt thereof, nor known that
such a stead there was until thou na-
medst it ¢’en now, Wherefore, I deem
that an enemy batb cast the shadow
of me on the air of that land ## Yea,
my Lady,said Walter; and wbhat enemy
mightest thou bave to bave donethis?
@ Sbhe was slow of answer, but spake
atlastfromaquiveringmoutbofanger:
Knowest thou not the saw, that a man’s
foes arethey of bisown bouse? If I find
out fora truth who bath done this, the
said enemy sbhall have an evil bour with
me.
1> GHIN she was silent, and she
clenched ber bands & strained
SV ber timbs in the beat of berans
ger; so that Walter was afraid of ber,
and all bismisgivings came back to bis
beart again, & be repented that be bad
told ber s0 much. But in a little while
all that trouble and wrath seemed to
flow off ber, and again was she of good

cheer, and kind and sweet to him; and
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she said: Butin sooth,boweverit may Nowis
be, I thank thee, my Squire and friend, she kind
for telling me bereof. And surely no again
wyte dol lay onthee. And,moreover,is
it not this vision which bhath brought
thee bitber? £ So it is, Lady, said be
Z Then bave we to thank it, said the
Lady, & thou art welcome to our land
JZ Hnd therewithshebeldoutberband
to bim,and he took it on his knees and
Rissed it; & then it was as if aredsbot
iron bad run througb bis beart, and be
felt faint, & bowed down his head. But
be beld ber band yet, & Rissed it many
times, and the wrist and the arm, and
knew not where he was.

@ WAT she drew a little away from
? bim, and arose and said: Now is

~the day wearing, and if we are to

bear back any venison we must buckle
to the work. S¢ arise, Squire,and take
the bounds and come with me; fornot
far off is a little thicket which mostly
barbours foison of deer, great & small,
L.¢t us come our ways,
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Chapter XV.TheslayingoftbeQuarry
*; O they walked on quietly
g thence some balf a mile,

i bave @alter to walk by
ber side, & not follow a
little bebind ber, as was
rvant to do; & she touchs
ed bis band at whiles as she showed
bim beast and fowl and tree, and the
sweetness of ber body overcame bim,
s0 that for a while be thoughbt of no~
thing save her.
‘ QU when they were come to the
@ thicketsside, she turned to bim
& said :Squire, I am no ill woods
man, so that thou mayst trust metbat
we shall not be brought to shame the
second time; and I shall do sagely: so
[Jnock an arrow to thy bow, and abideme
bere, & stirnot hence; for I shall enter
this thicket without the bounds, and
arousethe quarry for thee;and see that
thou be brisk and cleansshooting, and
then shalt thou bave a reward of me,
JZ Therewith she drew up her skirts
through hergirdle again, took berbent
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bowin ber band, and drew an arrow out New
of the quiver, and stepped lightly ins tidings
to the thicket, leaving him longing for

the sight of her,as be hearkened tothe
tread of ber feet on the dry leaves, and

the rustling of the brake as shethrust
through it @ Thus he stood fora few
minutes, and then be heard a kind of
gibbering cry witbout words,yet as of

a woman, coming from the thicket, &
while bis beart was yet gathering the
thougbt that something bad gone a~
miss, be glided swiftly, but with little
stir,into the brake.

D Za) € had gone but a little way ere
@ hesaw theLady standing there
7 »in a narrow clearing, ber face

pale as death, her knees cleaving to~
gether, ber body swaying and totter-
ing, ber hands banging down,and the
bow and arrow fallen to the ground;
and ten yards before ber a great/bead-
ed yellow creature crouching flattothe
earth and slowly drawing nigher @ be
stopped short; one arrow was already
notched to the string, & another bung
loose to the lesser fingers of bis string:
i , 13



The lion hband.Peraised bis right band, & drew

slain

& loosed in a twinkling; the shaft flew
closetothe Lady’s side, and straight-
way all thewood rung withabugeroar,
as the yellow lion turned about to bite
at the sbaft which bad sunk deep in-
to him bebind the shoulder,as ifa bolt
out of the beavens bad smitten him.
But straightway bad Walter loosed ar
gain, & then, throwing down his bow,
be ran forward with bis drawn sword
gleaming in bis band, while the lion
weltered and rolled, but bad no might
to move forward, Then Walter went up
to bimwarily & thrust bim througb to
the beart, & leapt abach, lest the beast
might yet bave lifein bim to smite; but
be left bis struggling, bis buge voice
died out,and he lay there moveless ber
fore the bunter.
(c LHLTER abodea little, facing
bim, & then turned about to
2\ ¥ the Lady, and she bad fallen
down in a beap whereas she stood,and
lay there att buddled up and voiceless.
S0 he knelt down by ber, and lifted up
ber bead,and bade her arise, for the foe
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was slain. Hndafteralittleshestretehr The lady
edoutherlimbs, & turned about onthe fleeth the
grass, & seemed to sleep, and the col~ field of
our came into ber face again, & it grew ¢¢
softand a little smiling. Thus she lay
awbile, and Walter sat by ber watching
ber,tillat last she opened ber eyes and
satup, and knew him, and smiling on
bim said: Wbhat batb befallen, Squire,
thatI bave slept & dreamed? ¥ Beans
swered nothing, till ber memory came
back to ber,and then she arose, trem~
blingand pale, & said: Letus (eave this
wood, for the Enemy is therein FHAnd
she bastened away before bim till they
came out at the thicketsside whereas
the bounds bad been left, & they were
standing there uneasy and whining;
so Walter coupled them, while the La~
dy stayed not, but went away swiftly
bomeward, and Walter followed.
{c»‘@]“’ T last she stayed ber swift feet,
and turned roundon alter,and
A9 said : Squire, come bither! & So
did be,and she said: T am weary again;
let us sit under this quickenstree, and
rest us ¥ SO they sat down, and she
iz : 115



Nowshe 8at looking between her knees a while;
comethto and at last she said: Why didst thou

berself

not bring the lion’s hide? & Pe said:
Lady, I will go back and flay the beast,
and bring on the bide & And be arose
therewith, but sbe caugbt bim by the
skirts and drew hbim down, and said;
Nay, thou shalt not go; abide withme.
Sit down again #F Pe did so, and she
said: Thou shalt not go from me; forl
am afraid:Tam not used to looking on
the face of death @ She grew pale as
she spoke, & set a band to ber breast,
& sat 80 a while without speaking. At
last sheturned to him smiling, & said:
Pow was it with the aspect of mewhen
Istood beforetheperil of the Enemy?
J#F Hnd sbe laid a band upon bis & O
gracious one, quoth be, thou wert, as
ever, Full lovely, but I feared for thee
JFShe moved not ber band from bis,
and she said: Good and true Squire, I
said ere I entered the thicket ¢’en now
that Twould reward thee if thou slew-
estthequarry. Beis dead, though thou
bast left theskin bebind upon thecar-

case. Hsknow thy reward,but take time
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to think what it shall be & Pe felt ber H reward
band warm upon bis, and drew in the of va-
sweet odour of ber mingled with the liancy
woodland scents under the bot sunof
the afternoon, & bhis beart was clouded
with manlike desire of ber, And it was
a near thing but be bad spoken, and
craved ofber thereward of the freedom
of ber Maid, and that be might depart
with ber into other lands; but as bis
mind wavered betwixt this & that, the
Lady, whobad been eyeing bim keenly,
drewber bandaway from bim; & theres
with doubt & fearflowed intobismind,
& bhe refrained him of speech & Then
she laughed merrily & said: The good
Squircis shamefaced; be fearethalady
more than a lion. Willit be areward to
theeif I bid thee to kiss my cheek? @
Therewitb she leaned her face toward
bim, and be kissed ber wellsfavoured -
ly,and then sat gazing on ber, wonder~
ing what should betide to bim on the
morrow,

DEN sbhe arose & said: Come
@Squm, and letushome; benot

abashed, there shall be other
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ways quietly; and it was nigh sunset
against they entered the bouse again,
Walter looked round for the Maid, but
bebeld bernot; & theLady said to bim:
I go tomy chamber, & nowis thy ser-
vice over for this day @ Thenshe nod-
ded tobim friendlyand went berways.

Chapter XVI. Of theKing’s Son & the
w; ATas forWalter, hewent

qout of the house again,

JQ and fared slowly overthe
§ woodlawns tillbecameto
tanotber close thicket or
brake; be entered from
mere wantonness, or that he might be
the moreapart & bidden, soas tothink
over bis case. There be lay down under

) [\, the thick boughs,butcouldnotsoberd
‘ ‘)) bis thoughts that they would dwell

7)/steadyinlookingintowbatmightcome
A to bim within the next days; ratber vi~

sions of those twowomen & the mon-
ster did but float before bim, and fear
and desire & the bopeof life ran to and



froin bis mind. The Maid
8 S be lay thus he beard footsteps and the
E drawing near, and be looked be- King’s
29K tween the boughs, and though SO0
thesun bad just set, be could seeclose

by bim aman &awoman going slowly,

& theybandinband ; at firstbedeemed
itwould be the King’s Son & thelady,

but presently he saw that it was the

King’s Son indeed, but that it was the

Maid whombewasbolding by theband.

Hnd now he saw of bim that his eyes

were bright with desire,and of bertbat

she was very pale. Yet when be beard

ber begin to speak, it was in a steady

voice that she said: ## King’s Son,

thou bast threatened me oft and un-

kindly, and now thou threatenest me

again, andno lessunkindly, But what-

ever were thy need berein before, now

is therenomorenced; formyMistress,

of whom thou wert weary,isnowgrown

weary of thee, & belike willnot now re-~

ward me for drawing thy love to me, as
onceshewould bave done; towit, before
thecoming of this stranger, Therefore

I say, since L am but a thrall, poorand
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Walter helpless,betwixt you twomighbtyones,
noteth  Ihavenochoice buttodo thy will @Hs
thespy ghe spoke she looked all round about
ber, as one distraugbt by the anguish
of fear,Walter, amidstof biswrathand
grief,bad wellmigb drawn bis sword &
rushed out of his lair upon the King’s
Son, But be deemed it sure that, so
doing, be should undo the Maid alto-~
gether, and bimself also belike, so be
refrained bim, thougb it were a hard

matter.
EV” PE Maid bad stayed berfeet now
@é close to where Walter lay, some
NS five yards from bim only, and he
doubtedwhethershesawbimnot from
where shestood. Hs tothe King’sSon,
bhewas so intent upon theMaid, and so
greedy of ber beauty, that it was not
like thatbesawanytbhing @ Nowmores
over Watter looked, & deemed that be
bebeld something througb the grass
and bracken on the otbher side of those
two, an ugtly brown and yellow body,
which, if it were not some beast of the
foumart kind, mustneeds bethemon-
strous dwarf,oroneof bis kin;and the
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flesh crept upon Walter’s bones with Anun-
the horror of him 4# But the King’s kind lover
Son spoke unto the Maid: Sweetling,
I shall take the gift thou givest me,
neither shall I threaten thee any more,
bowbeit thou givest it not very glad-~
ly or graciously & She smiled on him
with ber lips alone, for her ¢yes were
wandering and baggard. My lord, she
said, is not this themannerof women?
JF Well, be said, 1 say that I will take
thylove evensogiven.Yet letmebearar
gain that thoulovest not that vilenews
“comer, & that thou hast not seen bim,
save thismorningalongwithmyLady.
Nay now, thou shalt swear it & What
shallI swear by? she said g Quoth be,
thou shalt swear by my body; & therers
witb be tbrustbimselfcloseupagainst
ber; but she drew ber band from bis, &
laid it on bisbreast, and said: I swearit
by thy body & He smiled on ber licor-
ously, and took her by the shoulders,
and kissed ber facemany times, & then
stood aloof from ber, and said: Now
bave I bad bansel: but tell me, when
shall I come to thee? @#F She spoke out
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Walter & clearly: @Within three days at furthest;
the Maid T will do thee to wit of the day and the
bour tormorrow, or the day after & Be
kissed ber once more, and said: forget
itnot, or the threat bolds good g Hnd
therewitb beturned aboutand wentbis
ways toward the bouse; & Walter saw
the yellowsbrown thing creeping after
bim in the gatbering dusk.
> — S for the Maid, she stood for
a while without moving, and
WAV (ooking after the Ring’s Son
& thecreature that Followed bim, Then
she turned about to where Walter lay
and lightly put aside the bougbs, and
Walter leapt up, and they stood face
to face, She said softly but eagerty:
friend, touch menot yet! ##Pe spake
not, but loocked on her sternly, She
said: Thou art angry with me? 2@ Still
bespakenot; but she said: friend, this
atleastI will pray thee;notto play with
life & death; with bappiness and mis-
ery. Dost thou not remember the cath
which we swore each to each but a little
while ago? And dost thou deem that L

bave changedin these few days? Is thy
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mind concerning thee and me the same Per sweet-
asitwas? If it be not so, now tell me, ness & ber
for nowbave I the mind to do as if neir valiancy
ther thou norlarechanged tocachoths
¢r, whoever may bave kissed mine un-~
willing lips,orwhomsoeverthy lipsmay
bave kissed, But if thou bastchanged,
and wilt no longer give me thy love,nor
crave ming, then shall this steel (& she
drew a sharp knife from ber girdle) be
for the fool and the dastard who bath
made thee wroth with me, my friend,
& my friend that I deemed I bad won.
Hnd then let come wbat will come! But
if thou be nought changed, & theoath
yet bolds, then, whenalittle while bath
passed, maywe thrustalleviland guile
and grief bebind us, and long joy shall
licbeforeus, and long life, & all bonour
in deatb: if only thou wilt do as T bid
thee, Omydear, and my friend, and my
first friendf
§ =€ looked on her, and bis breast
ﬁ heaved up as all the sweetness of

Y4l ber kind love took bold on bim,
and bis face changed, & the tears filled
his eyes and ran over, and rained down
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Walter

before ber, and be stretched out bis

overcome band toward her € Then she said e¢x-~

by love

ceeding sweetly: Nowindeed Isee that
itis well with me,yea, & with thee also.
H sore pain it is tO me, that not even
now may I take thine hand, and cast
min¢carmsabout thee, and Riss thelips
that love me. But 8o it bas to be. My
dear, even so0 I were fain to stand here
long before thee, even if we spake no
more word to each other; but abiding
hereis perilous; for there is everan evil
spy upon my doings, who bas nowas
I deem Followed the King’s Son to the
bouse, but whowill return when be has
tracked bim bome thither: so we must
sunder, But belike thereis yet time for
a word or two: first, the rede which I
bad thougbt on for our deliverance is
now afoot, though Ldurst not tell thee
thereof,norbhave timethereto. But this
much shall T tell thee, that whereas
greatisthecraftof myMistressinwizs
ardry,yet I also have some little craft
therein, and this, which she batbh not,
to change the aspect of folk soutterly
that they seem other than they verily
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are; yea,so thatonemaybave theaspect Spe
of another. Now thenext thing is this: pleads
whatsoever my Mistressmay bid thee, with

do her will therein with no more nay-
saying than thou deemest may please
ber. Hnd the next thing: wheresoever
thou mayst meet me, speak not tome,
makeno sign tome,even whenIseem to
beallalone, tilltL stoop downand touch
theringonmyanklewitbmyrightband;
but if T do s0, then stay thee, without
fail, till I speak. The last thing T will
say to thee, dear friend, ere we both go
our ways, this it is, {Ihen we are free,
and thou knowest all that I havedone,
I pray thee deem me not evil & wicked,
and be notwroth with me for mydeed;
whereas thou wottest well that I am
not in like plight with otber women. I
bave heard tell that when the knight
goeth to the war, and batb overcome
bis foes by theshearing of swordsand
guileful tricks, &bath comeback bome
tohisown folk,they praise him&bless
him, and crown bim witb flowers, and
boastofhimbefore Godin theminster
for bis deliverance of friend and folk
125
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A
_‘ ) and city. Why shouldst thou be worse
2\ to me than this? Now is all said, my
‘ dear and my friend; farewell, farewell(
\0\(
>

N F;Z PEREWITH shetumed&yoent
} % ber ways toward the bouse in all
A

/ Chapter XVIL Of the Bouse and the
() /) Pleasancein the Wood &% &
=

v
(
/

speed, but making somewbat of
a compass. And when she was gone,
Walterkneltdownand kissed the place
D where ber feet bad been, & arosethere~
/ 4‘ after,&madebis way toward thebouse,
\ 6 _ bealso, but slowly, and staying oft on
5 bis way.,

N the morrow morning

NG Walter loitered a while
LT\ j about the house till the
] morn wasgrown old,and

then about noon be took

bhis bow and arrows and
went into the woods to the northward,
& togethimsomevenison.Pewentsomer
what far ere heshot bim a fawn, & then
besatbimdown torestunderthesbade
ofa great chestnut tree, for it was not
farpastthebottestoftheday.Pelooks




ed around thence and saw below hima The Lady
little dale with a pleasant stream run~ i8 here
ning through it,andbe bethought bim
of batbing therein, so he went down &
bad bis pleasure of the water and the
willowy banks; for belaynaked awbile
onthegrass by the lip of the water,for
joy of the flickering shade, and the lit~
tle breeze that ran over the downslong
ripples of the stream & Then be did
on bhis raiment, and began to come bis
ways up the bent, but bad scarce gone
three steps erehe sawawoman coming
towards bim from downsstream, Bis
beart came intobismouth when be saw
ber,forshe stooped &reached down bey
arm,as if shewould lay ber band on her
ankle, so that at first be deemed it bad
been the Maid, but at the second eye-
shot he saw that it was the Mistress.
She stood still and looked on bim, so
that he deemed she would have bim
cometohber. Sobewenttomeet ber,and
grewsomewbat shamefacedashbedrew
nigber,& wondered at ber, for nowwas
she clad but in one garment of some
dark grey silky stuff,embroidered with,
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Walteris asitwere,agarlandof flowersaboutthe

abasbed middle, but which was s0 thin that, as
thewind drifted it from side and limb,
it bid ber nomore, but forthesaid gar~
land, than if water were running over
ber: ber face was full of smiling joy &
content as she spake to bim in a Rind,
caressing voice, and said: I give thee
goodday, good Squire, & well art thou
met.Hnd shebeld out ber band to bim.
Pekneltdown beforeberand Rissedit,
andabodestillupon bis knees, & bangr
ing down his head #FBut she laughed
outright, and stooped down to bim, &
put ber band to bis arms, & raised bhim
up, and said to bim: What is this, my
Squire, that thou kneelest tomeas to
anidol? @ Pesaid faltering: Twotnot;
but perchance thou art an idol; and T
Fear thee gFWbat 1 shesaid, more than
yesterday, whenas thou sawest me a~
fraid? @ Said be: Yea, for that now 1
see thee unbhidden, & meseemeth there
bath been none such since theold days
of the Gentiles ¥ She said: Bast thou
not yet betbought thee of a gift to
crave ogf me, areward for the slaying of

12



mineenemy,and thesavingofmefrom Thel.ady
death? & O my Lady, be said, even so is wrath
much would I bave done for any other with
tady,or,forsooth,forany poorman; for {alter
somymanhood would bavebiddenme.
Speak not of gifts to me then, More-
over (and he reddened therewith, & bis
voice faltered), didst thounot giveme
my sweetreward yesterday?d{batmore
durst L ask?
Fe D€ beld ber peaceawbile, & looks
‘S ed on bim keenly; & be reddened
278 under ber gaze. Then wrath came
into her face, and she reddened & knit
bher brows, and spake to him inavoice
of anger, & said: Nay, what is this? It
isgrowing inmymind that thoudeem:s
¢st the gift of me unwortby ! Thou, an
alien,anoutcast;oneendowed with the
little wisdom of the World without the
Wood! AHnd here I stand before thee,
all gloriousinmynakedness, & so ful-
filled of wisdom, that I can make this
wilderness to any whom I love more
full of joy than the kingdoms & cities
of the world...and thou!...Hb, butitis
the Enemy that bathdonetbis, & made
kR 129



Walteris the guileless guileful! Yet will T bave

careful
of his
speech

the upper band at least, thougb thou
suffer forit, and L suffer for thee.
i HIL.TER stood beforeberwith
: @ @ banging head, & be put forth
2 % bis bandsasif praying offber
anger, and pondered wbat answer be
shouldmake; fornowhe feared forbhimr
self and the Maid; so at last be looked
up tober,and saidboldly: Nay, Lady, I
know wbhat tby words mean, whereas
I remember thy first welcome of me. I,
wot, forsooth, that thou wouldst call
me basesborn, and of no account, and
unworthy to touch the hem of thy rai~
ment; and that I bave been oversbold,
and guilty towards thee; & doubtless
thisissooth,and I bave deserved thine
anger: butIwilinotask theetopardon
me, for I bave done but what I must
needs, She looked on bim calmtly now,
and witbout any wratb, but ratherasif
she would read what was written in bis
inmost bheart. Then her face changed
into joyousness again, and shesmote
ber palms together, & cried out: This
is but foolish talk; for yesterday did I
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seethyvaliancy, and tosdayI bave seen The Lady
tby goodliness; and 1 say,that though would be
thou migbtest not begoodenough for friends
a fool woman of the eartbly baronage, With bim
yet art thou good enougb for me, the
wise¢ and themighty, & the lovely. Hnd
whereas thou sayest that I gave thee
but disdain when first thou camest to
us, grudge not against me therefor,
because it was done but to prove thee;
and now thou art proven.
F’“” PEN again be knelt down before
@ ber, and embraced ber knees, and
N again she raised bim up, and (et
her arm bang down over bis shoulder,
and ber cheeh brush bischeek; andshe
kissed his mouth and said: Pereby is
all forgiven, both thineoffence & ming;
and now cometb joy and merry days.
PEREWITDH bhersmiling face
<l grewgrave, & shestood before
bim looking stately & gracious
and kindatonce,and she took bis band
& said: Thoumightestdeem my chams
ber in the Golden Bouse of the Wood
overqueenly, since thouartnomaster-
fulman. So nowbhast thou chosenwell
k2 131



H garden the place wherein to meet me tosday,

inthe
Wood

for bard by on the otbher side of the
stream is a bower of pleasance, which,
forsooth,not every one who cometh to
this land may find; there shall I be to
thee as one of the upscountry damsels
of thine own land, and thou shalt not
be abashed # She sidled up tobimas
shespoke,and would he, would benot,
her sweet voice tickled bis very soul
with pleasure, and she looked aside on
bim bappy and wellscontent,

W;,,..\'» O they crossed the stream by the
@‘ shallow below the pool wherein
EN78 Walterbad batbed, & witbinalits
tle they came uponatall fence of flake-
burdles, andasimple gate therein, The
Ladyopened the same, and they enter-
ed thereby intoaclose all planted as a
most fair garden, with bedges of rose
and woodbine, and with lindenstrees
ablossom,& long ways of greengrass
betwixtborders of liliesand clovergili-
flowers, and other sweet garlandflow-
ers. And a branch of the stream which
they bad crossed erewbile wandered
througb that garden; andin the midst
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was a little house built of post & pan, Hbouse
and thatched with yellowstraw, as if it OF plea~
were new done. sance
59”" PEN Walter looked this way and

@ that, & wondered at first, & tried

DX ¢o think in hismind what should

come next, and bow matters would go

with bim; but bis thougbt would not

dwell steady on any other matter than
thebeautyof thel.adyamidst the beaus

ty of the garden; & withal she wasnow
grownsosweetand Rind, & even somer

what timid & shy with bim, that scarce

did he know whose band he held, or
whose fragrant bosom and sleek side
went 80 close to him /@ S0 they wan~
dered here and there through the wan-~

ing of the day, and when they entered
at last into the ¢cool dusk house, then

they loved & played together,asif they

were a pair of lovers guileless, with no

fear for the morrow, and no seeds of
enmity and death sown betwixt them.
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RO on the morrow, when
Waltter was awake, bhe
found there was no one
lying besidebim, and the
day was no longer very
young; s0 he arose, and
b the garden from end to
end, and allabout, and there was none
there; &albeit that be dreaded tomeet
the Lady there, yet was be sad at beart
& fearful of what might betide. Pow-
soever, be found thegatewhereby they
badentered yesterday, andbewentout
into the little dale; but when he bad
goneastep or two be turned about, &
could see neither garden nor fence, nor
[/ A & Q (Y any sign of what be bad seen thereof
\ but lately. e knit bis brow and stood

still to think of it, & his heart grewthe

beavier thereby; but presently be went
bis ways and crossed the stream, but
bad scarce come up on to the grass on
@% the furtber side, ere be saw a ' woman
%§ coming to meet bim, and at first, full

N,




as he was of the tide of yesterday and The Maid
the wondrous garden, deemed that it cometh
would be the Lady; but the woman again
stayed ber feet, and, stooping, laid a
band on her right ankle, & he saw that
it was the Maid. Be drew anigh to ber,
and saw that shewas nought 60 sad of
countenance as the last time she bad
metbhim,butflushed of cheek & brights
eyed ¥ Hs be came up to bershe made
a step or two to meet bim, bolding out
ber two bands, and then refrained bher,
& said smiling: Hb, friend, belike this
shall be the last time thatIshall say to
thee, touch me not, nay, not somuchas
my band,orif itwerebut the bem of my
raiment & The joy grewup in bisbeart,
and be gazed on her fondly, and said:
Wby, what then bath befallen of late?
JZFO friend, she began, this bath be-~
fallen /@ But as be looked on bher, the
smile died fromberface, & shebecame
deadly pale tothevery lips; she looked
askance to her left side, whereas ran
the stream; and alter Followed her
¢yes, and deemed For one instant that
be saw themisshapen yellowvisage of
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She the dwarf peering round from a grey

giveth yock, but the next there was nothing,

Walter ThentheMaid,thoughsbewereaspale

trystin 4gdeath,wentonin aclear,steady,bard

Strange yice wherein was no joy or kindness,

Wik keeping her face toWalter & berbackto
thestream: Thisbath befallen, friend,
that there is no longer any need to re-
frain thy lovenor ming; thereforelsay
tothee,cometomychamber (& itis the
red chamberoveragainst thine,though
thou knewest it not) an hour before
this next midnight, & then thy sorrow
and mine shall beatanend: and now I
must needs depart. Followmenot, but
remember! gFHnd therewith she turn~
ed about & fled like the wind down the
stream,

\*@‘e Watterstood wondering,and
' knewnotwbattomakeof it, whes

ANther it were for good orill: for
be knewnow that shebad paled & been
seized with terror because of the up~
beaving of theuglybead ; &yet shebad
seemed tospeak out the very thing she
bad tosay. howsoeverit were,bespahke

aloucléto bimself: Whatever comes, I
13



willkeep tryst with ber @ Thenbedrew {alter
bis sword, and turned this way & that, 1S not
looking all about if he might se¢ any unmerry
sign of the €vil Thing; but nought
might bis ¢yes bebold, save the grass,

and the stream, and the bushes of the

dale, S0 then, still bolding bis naked
sword in his band, he clomb the bent

out of the dale; For that was the only

way be knewtothe Golden Bouse; and

when hecametothe top, & thesummer
breeze blew in his face, and be ook~

ed down a fair green slope beset with
goodly ocaks and chestnuts, be was rers
freshed with the life of the earth, and

be felt the good sword in his fist, and

knew that there wasmigbtand longing

in him, & the world seemed open unto

bim F So be smiled, if it were some~

what grimly, and sheathed bhis sword

and went on toward the bouse.
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apter XIX, Talter goes to fetch
ome the Lion’s Pide &% 2%
€ entered the cool dush
through the porch, and,
looking down the pillared
bhall,sawbeyond the founs
tain a gleam of gold, and
il when be came past the
said fountain belooked up to thebighs
seat,and loftheLadysitting thereclad
in ber queenty raiment, She called to
bim, and be came; and she bailed him,
and spake graciously and calmly, yet
) 45 if she knew nought of him saveas
the leal servant of ber, a bigh Lady.
Squire, she said, we bave deemed it
meet to bave the hide of the servant of
the Enemy, the lion towit, whom thou
slewest yesterday, for a carpet to our
feet; whereforegonow, take thy woods
knife, and flay the beast, and bring me
bomebhis skin, This shall beall thy sers
vice for this day, so mayst thou do it
at tbineown leisure, and not weary thys
self, May good gowith thee & Pe bent
the knee before ber, and she smiled on

o
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bimgraciously,butreachedoutnoband
For bim toRiss, and beeded bim but lit~
tle. Wherefore, in spite of bimself,and
thougbbeknewsomewbatof berguile,
be could not help marvelling that this
should be shewho bad lain in bis arms
nigbtslong but of late,
ZOWS O thatmightbe, betook bis
S“@ way toward the thicket where he
3 bad slain the lion, & came thitber
by thenitwas afternoon,atthebottest
of the day. S0 be entered therein, and
came tothevery placewhereas thel.ady

Wbere
thenis
the car-
caseof
the Lion?

bad lain, when she fell down before the

terrorofthe lion; & therewas themark
of herbodyon thegrass where she bad
lain that while, like as it were the form
of a bare. But when alter went on to
where hebad slain that great beast, lof
he was gone, and there was no sign of
bim; butthere were Walter’s own footr
prints, & the two shafts which he bad
shot, one feathered red, and one blue.
Pe said at first: Belike someone hath
been bere, & bath bad the carcaseaway.
Thenhelaughedinverydespite,&said:
Dow may that be, since there are no
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Walteris gigns of dragging away of 80 buge a
abashed pody, and nobloodor furon the grass
if they bad cut bim up, & moreoverno
trampling of feet, as if there bad been
many men at the deed. Then was heall
abasbed, and again laughbed in scorn
of bimself, & said: forsooth I deemed
I bad done manly; but now forsooth I
shot nought, & nought there was be-~
forethe swordof my father’s son.And
what may I deem now,but thatthisisa
landofmerelics,&that thereisnought
real and alive therein save me. Yea, be-~
like even these trees & the green grass
will presently depart from me, & leave
me falling down through the clouds &
Therewith beturnedaway,&gat himto
theroad that led tothe Golden Bouse,
wondering whatnext should befall him,
and going slowly as he pondered bis
case, S0 came he to that first thicket
where they bad (ost their quarry by
water; soheentered the same, musing,
and batbed bim in the pool that was
therein, after be bad wandered about it
awbile, and found nothing new # So
againbeset bim to the homeward road,
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when the day was now waning, and it Now
wasnear sunset that hewascomenigh comes the
unto the house, though it was bidden Maid
from him as then by a low bent that

rose before bim; & there heabodeand

looked about bim.

2O as he looked, over the said
m bent came the figure of a wo-
man, who stayed on the brow

thereof and looked all about ber, and
then ran swiftly down to meet Walter,
who saw at once that it was the Maid
JF Shemade no stay then till she was
but threepaces frombim, and then she
stooped down and made the sign to
bim, & then spake to bim breatblessly,
and said: Pearken! but speak not till T
bavedone:Ibadethee tomight’smeetrs
ing becauseI saw that there was one ar
nigh whom I must needs beguile. But
by thine oath,and thy love,and all that
thou art, T adjure thee come not unto
me this night as I bade thee ! but be
bidden in the bazelscopse outside the
bouse,as it draws toward midnight, &
abidemethere. Dost thouhearken,and
wilt thou? Say yes or noin baste, for L
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H change may not tarry amoment of time, Who
of tryst knowethwbatisbebindme @ Yes,said
Watter bastily; but friend and love..,
JZENO more, she said; hope the best;
and turning from bim sbe ran away
swiftly, not by the way she bad come,
but sideways, as thougb to reach the
house by fetching a compass.
, CI‘C Walter went slowly on bis
§ &)} ™, thinking within himsel?
b that now at that present mo~
ment there was noughbt for it but tores
frain him from doing, and to let oth~
ers do;yet deemed be that it was little
manly tobeas the pawnupon the board,
pushed about by the will of others &
Then, as be went, be bethougbt bimof
theMaiden’s face & aspect,asshecame
running to bim, and stood before bim
for that minute; and all cagerness bhe
saw in her,and sore love of bim, & diss
tress of soul, all blent togethber.
%‘”*;» camehbetothebrowofthebent,
S whence be could see lying before
78 him, scarcemore than abowsshot
away,the Golden Pouse,now gilded ar
gain and reddened by the setting sun,
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Hnd ¢ven therewith came a gay image The
toward bim,flashing back thelevelrays King’s
from gold and steel and silver;and lof Sonis
there was come the King’s Son, They glad
met presently, & the King’s Son turned

to go beside bim, & said merrily: 1L give

thee good even, my Lady’s Squire! T

owe thee something of courtesy,wherer
asitis by thymeans thatIshallbemade
bappy, both tomight, and tormorrow,
andmany tormorrows ; andsooth it is,
thatbutlittlecourtesybaveldonethee
bitherto & bis facewas full of joy,and

the ¢yes of him shone with gladness.

Pe¢ was a goodly man, but to Walter he
seemed an ill one; and he hated bim so
much, that be found it no casy matter

to answer bim; but be refrained bim-~
self,and said: ILcan thee thank, King’s
Son; and good it is that someone is
bappy in this strange land g#Hrt thou

not bappy then, Squire of my Lady ?

said theother @ Walter bhadnomind to
show this man his beart, nay, nor ¢even
acorner thereof; for be deemed him an
enemy. So be smiled sweetly & some-~
what foolisbly,as amanluckily in love,
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De

& said: O yea,yea, why should I not be

doubtetbh so? Powmight be otherwise? & Yea

Walter

then, said the King’s Son, why didst
thou say that thou wert glad someone
is hbappy ? Who is unbappy deemest
thou? and be looked on bim keenly &
Walter answered slowly: Said I sor I
suppose then that T was thinking of
thee; for when first I saw thee,yea, and
afterwards, thou didst seem beavy -~
hearted and itlz.content 4% The face of
the King’s Son cleared at this word, &
be said: Yea, so it was; for 0ok you,
both ways it was: I was unfree, and I
bad sown the true desire of my beart
whereas it waxed not, Butnowlamon
the brink and verge of freedom, & prer
sently shall my desire be blossomed.
Nay now, Squire, I deem thee a good
fellow, thougb it may be somewbat of
afool; so I will no more speak riddles
to thee. Thus it is: the Maid batb pros
mised me allmineasking,and is mine;
and in two or three days, by her help-
ing also, I shall see the world again &
Quoth Walter,smiling askanceon bim:
Hnd the Lady ? what shall she say to
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this matter? £ The King’s Son red- The
dened, but smiled falsely enocugh,and King’s
said: Sir Squire, thou knowest enough Son fears
not to need to ask this. Why should T g‘ou‘ght m
tell thee that she accounteth more of N'8JOY
thylittlefingertban of my whole body?

Now I tell thee bereof freely; first, be-

cause this my fruition of love,and my
frecing from thralldom, is, in a way, of
thydoing.forthouartbecomemysupr
planter, and bast taken thy place with

yonder lovely tyrant, fear not for mef

she will let me go. As for thyself, see

thou to it { But again I tell thee here-

of because my heartis light and full of

joy, and telling thee will pleasure me,

& cannot do me any barm. for if thou

say: PBow if I carry the tale to my La-

dy? Lanswer,thou wilt not. for I know

that thine beart bath been somewbat

set on the jewel that my band boldeth;

& thouknowest wellon whose bead the

Lady’s wrath would fall, & that would
beneither thine nor mine & Thou say:

¢st sooth, said Walter; neitheris trear

son my wont,
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Pe looks w;&» they walked on silentlyawhile,
tocome @ and then Walter said: But bowif
back bap- E=2Z the Maiden bad nayssaid thee;

PY to bis  what hadst thou done then ? Z By the
own land  oavenst said the King’s Son fiercely,
she should bave paid for ber nayssay;
thenwould L... But he broke off, & said
quictly,yet somewbat doggedly: Why
talk of what mightbhave been? Shegave
me her yeassay pleasantly and sweetly
P NowWalter knewthat the man lied,
60 he held bis peace thereon; but pre~
sently be said: When thou art free wilt
thougotothineownlandagain? & Yea,
said the King’s Son; she will lead me
thither /& Hnd wilt thou make ber thy
tady and queen when thou comest to
thy fatber’s land? said Walter #F The
King’s Son knit his brow, and said :
When T am in mine own land I may do
with ber what I will; but T look for it
that T shall do no otherwise with ber
than that she shall be wellzcontent,
";V"“ BEN thetalk between themdropr
@é ped, and the King’s Son turned
21 off toward the wood, singing &
ioyoug; but Walter went soberly to~
14



ward the house. forsooth be was not Thelady
greatly cast down, for besides that he asks Wal:
knew that the King’s Sonwas false, be ter of bis
deemed that under this double tryst S¢TVice
lay sometbhing which was asdoing in
bis own behalf, Yet was be eager and
troubled,if not downsbearted,and bis
soul was cast about betwixt bope and
fear,
Chapter XX. Walter is bidden to an-
other Tryst &% &
<O came he into the pillars
14 ed ball, & there he found
theLady walking to and
fro by the bighsseat; &
4 when be drew nigh she
turned on bim, & said in
a voice rather eager than angry: hat
bast thou done, Squire? Why art thou
come before me? & B¢ was abashed,
and bowed before ber and said: O grars
cious Lady, thou badest me service, &
I bave been about it % Sbhe said: Tell
me then, tell me, what batb betided ?
2 Lady, said he, when I entered the
thicket of thy swooning I found there
TR
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The _
wrath of
ber

no carcase of the lion, nor any sign of
the dragging away of bim & She looks
ed fullin his face for a little, and then
went to ber chair, and sat down there-
in; and in a little while spake to bim in
a softer voice, and said: Did I not tell
thee that some enemy bad done that
untome? & 01 now thou seest that so
it is & Then was she silent again, and
Rnit ber brows and set ber teeth; and
thereafter she spake barsbly & fiercer
ty: But I will overcome ber, & make her
days evil, but keep deathb away from
ber,that she may die many times over;
and know all the sickness of the beart,
wbhen foes be nigh, and friends afar,
& thereis none to deliver! & Per eyes
flashed, and ber face was dark with ans
ger; but she turned and caught Wal-
ter’s eyes, & the sternness of his face,
and she softened at once, & said: But
thouf this batbh little to do with thee;
and now to thee I speak: Now cometh
¢ven and night. Go thou to thy cham~
ber, and there shalt thou find raiment
worthy of thee,what thounow art,and
what tfl;ou shalt be; do on the same, &
14



make thyself most goodly, and then Watter
come thou bither & eat and drink with new clad
me, & afterwards depart whither thou
wilt, till the night bas worn to its mid~
most; & then come thou to my cham-~
ber, to wit, througb the ivory door in
the gallery above; and then and there
shall I tell thee a thing, and it shall be
for the weal both of thee & of me, but
for the grief and woe of the Enemy #F
Therewithshereached berband tobim,
and be kissed it, and departed & came
to bis chamber, & found raiment theres
beforerich beyondmeasure; & hewons
dered if any new snare lay therein: yet
if there were, be sawnowaywherebybe
migbht escapeit,sobedid it on,and be-
came as the most glorious of Rings, &
yet lovelier than any kRing of the world.
N LCHhENCE be went his way iny
@ to the pillared hall, when it was
IS==Z2 nownight, & without themoon
was up, & the trees of thewoodas still
as images. But within the ball shone
bright with many candles, & the foun-
tain glittered in the light of them, as
it ran tinkling sweetly into the little
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Hbanquet stream; &thesilvern bridges gleamed,

in the
Golden
Pouse

and the pillars shone all round about
/2 Hnd there on the dais was a table
dight most royally, and the Lady sit-
ting thereat, clad in bermost glorious
array, & bebind ber the Maid standing
bumbly, yet clad in precious web of
shimmering gold, but with feet un-
shod,and the iron ring upon berankle.
xj*%\ Walter came his ways to the
bighsseat,and theLadyroseand
=2 greeted bim, and took him by the
bands, and Rissed bimon¢itberchech,
& sathbimdown besideber. Sothey fell
to their meat, & the Maid served them;
but the Lady took no more beed of ber
tbanifshewereconeof thepillarsofthe
ball; but Walter she caressed oft with
sweet words, & the touch of ber band,
making bim drink ocut of ber cupand
¢at out of her dish, Hs to bim, be was
basbfulby seeming, but verily fearful;
be took the Lady’s caresses with what
grace hemight,&durst notsomuchas
glanceat her Maid. Long indeed seems
ed that banquet to bim,and longer yet
endured the weariness of his abiding
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there, kind tobis focand unkind tobhis Walter is
friend; forafter the banquet they still made
sat a while, & the Lady talked much to much of
Walter about many things of theways

of the world, and be answered what be
might, distraught as be was with the
thougbt of those two trysts which he

bad to deal with.

S 1@* pT last spake the Lady and said:

§ NowmustLleave thee foralittle,

AN and thou wottest whercand bow
weshallmeetnext; and meanwhilediss

port thee as thou wilt, s that thou
wearynot thyself, forIlove tosee thee
joyous g#FThen she arose stately and
grand; but she Rissed Walter on the
mouth ¢re she turned to go out of the
ball,The Maid followed ber; but orever

she was quite gone, she stooped and
made that sign, and looked over ber
shoulderat Walter, as if in entreaty to

bim, & therewas fear & anguish in ber

face; but be nodded bis bead to berin
yearsay of the tryst in thebazel:copse,
and in a trice she was gone,
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The
Ring’s
Sonis
still joy~
ous

& HL‘CGR went down the ball,

and forthinto theeartynight;
2\ ¥ butin the jawsof the porchbe
came up against the King’s Son, who,
gazing at bis attire glittering with all
itsgemsin themoonlight,laugbhedout,
and said: Now mayitbe seen bow thou
artrisen in degree above me, whereas I
am but a Ring’s son, and that a kingof
a far country; whereas thou art a king
of kings,orshaltbethisnight,y¢a,and
of this very country wherein we both
are & Now Walter saw the mock which
lay under bis words; but be kept back
his wrath, and answered: fair sir, art
thou as well contented with thy lot as
when the sun went down? PBast thou
no doubt or fear? Will the Maid verily
Reep trystwith thee, or bath she given
thee yearsay but to escape thee this
time? Or,again,may she notturntothe
Lady & appeal to her against thee? J&F
Nowwbhen bebad spoken these words,
be repented thereof, & feared for him~
self and the Maid, lest he bad stirred
sOmMe misgiving in that young man’s
Foolish beart. But the King’s Son did
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but laugh, & answered nougbt but to They
Walter’ s last words, & said: Yea, yea! sunder
this word of thine showeth bow little
thou wottest of that which lieth be-~
twixt my darling and thine. Doth the
lamb appeal from the shephberd to the
wolf? Even s0 shall the Maid appeal
from me to thy Lady, Wbat! ask thy
J.adyat thy leisurewhat ber wont bath
beenwith ber thrall; shesballtbinkita
fair tale to tell thee thereof. But there~
of is my Maid all whole now by reason
of ber wisdom in leecheraft, or some-
what more. And now I tell thee again,
that the beforesaid Maid must needs
domy will; forif L be the deep sea, & I
deem not so ill of myself, that other
one is the devil; as belike thou shalt
find out for thyself later on. Yea, allis
wellwitbme,and more than well & Hnd
therewith be swung merrily into the
litten ball, But Walterwentoutintothe
moonlitnight,and wanderedabout for
an bour or more, and stole warily into
the ball&thence into bis own chamber,
Therebe did off that royal array, & did
bis own raiment upon him; hegirt bim
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Y N ) /= Dy
Y F; s QB g D
A quiver, and stole down and out again,
all hidden there while the night wore,

C‘,, 0
Qk’ evenashebadcomein,. Then bhefetched
N\
%
tilt hedeemeditwould lack but littleof
midnigbt.
A Chapter XX L. Malterand the Maid flee
from the Golden Pouse % &%
\ ) PERE he abode amidst
v E=A the bazels, barkening ¢-

\
) with sword & knife, took his bowand
WA/ a compass, and came down into that
‘ % bazel coppice from the north, and lay
very littlest sound; & the

sounds werenought but
the night voices of the
: wood, tillsuddently there
burst forthb from the bouse a great
wailing cry, Walter’s beart came up ins
to bis mouth, but he bad no time to do
augbt, for following bard on the cry
came the sound of light feet close to
bim, the boughs were thrust aside, &
there was come the Maid, and she but
inherwhite coat, & barefoot. And then
first be felt the sweetness of berflesh
on his, for she caugbt bim by the band



& said breatblessly: Now, now! there On the
may yet be time, or even too much, it way of
may be. for the saving of breath ask flight
menoquestions, but come ! bhe dat-~
lied not, but went as she led, and they
were light/foot, both of them,
PEY went the same way, due
@ soutb to wit, whereby be bad
gone arbunting with the Lady;
and whiles theyran&whiles they walks
ed; but so fast they went, that by grey
of the dawn they were come as far as
that coppice or thicket of the Lion; &
stillthey bastened onward, & but little
bad the Maid spoken, savebere & there
aword to bearten up Walter, and here
& there a shy word of endearment, At
last the dawn grew into carly day, & as
they cameover thebrowof abent, they
looked down over a plain land whereas
the trees grew scattermeal, & beyond
the plain rose up the land into long
green hills, and over those again were
blue mountains great and far away &
Then spake the Maid: Over yonder lie
the outlying mountains of the Bears,
& through them we needs must pass,
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They

must

needs
¢st

to our great peril £F Nay, friend, she
said, as be hbandled bhis sword:bilt, it
must be patience and wisdom to bring
us through, and not the fallow blade
of one man, thougb bhe be a good one,
But look! below there runs a stream
througbh thefirstof the plain, and I see
nougbt for it butwemustnowrestour
bodies. Moreover I bave a tale to tell
thee which is burning my heart; for
maybe there will be a pardon to ask of
thee moreover ; whereforel fearthee &
Quoth Walter: how may that ber £F
She answered bim not, but took his
band and led bim down the bent. But
be said: Thou sayest, rest; but are we
nowoutofall perilofthe chase? F She
said: ITcannot tell titL knowwbat bath
befallen ber. If she be not to band to
setonbertrachers,they willscarcebapr
pen on us now; if it benot for thatone
JFHNnd she shuddered, and be felt ber
band change as he beld it @ Then she
said: But peril or no peril, needs must
werest; forLtell theeagain,whatIbave
to say to thee burnetb my bosom for
Fearof thee, sothatI can gono further
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until I bave told thee @ Then be said: H bath
T wotnot of this Queen & her mighti- withal
ness & ber servants, I will ask thereof
later. But besides the others, is there
not the King’s Son, he who loves thee
sounworthily? & Shepaled somewbat,
and said: Hs for bim, there bad been
noughbt forthee to fearin bim, savehbis
treason: but now shall be neitber love
norbateanymore; bedied lastmidnight
P Yea, & bow? said Walter FNay,she
said, letme tellmy talealltogetheronce
forall, lest thou blame me overmuch.
But first we will wash us and comfort
us as bestwe may, and thenamidstour
resting shall the word be said.

W@ Y then were they come down to
the streamsside, which ran fair
L in pools and stickles amidst
rochks & sandy banks. She said: There
bebind the great grey rock is my bath,
friend; and bere is thine; and of the
uprising of thesun{ #Soshewenther
ways to the said rock, & he batbed bim,
and washed the night off bim, and by
then be was clad again she came back
fresband sweet from the water, & with
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@
Q) ber lap Tull of cherries from a wilding
) :o. ({]] which overbung ber bath. So they sat
downtogetheronthegreengrassabove
-5 ',\') the sand, & ate the breakfast of the wils
Ké'/ derness: and @alter was full of con-
> tent as he watched ber, and bebeld ber

SN
(N sweetnessand ber loveliness; yetwere
] k they, cither of them, somewbat shy &
shamefaced eachwith theother;sothat
4

\ ) bedid but kiss berbands once &again,
and thougb she shrank not from bim,

Q (AN yet badsbhenoboldness tocast berself
Y1) into bis arms.
()

Chapter XXIL. OF the Dwarf and the
}" @/d Pardon 3
l TI0W shebegan tosay: My

: . friend, now shall I tell

| thee whatIhavedone for
H theeand me; andif thou
(4 baveamind to blameme,
2 =\ & punishme, yetrememr

\o berfirst, that whatLbave donebas been
for thee & our bopeofhappy life. Well,
1 shall tell thee... & But therewitbal
ber speech Failed ber; and, springing
up,she faced the bentand pointed with
berfinger, & shealldeadly pale, & shaks




ing 80 that she might scarce stand, & Two
might speak no word, thougb a feeble shafts
gibbering came from her moutb, shot

& HL‘CGR leapt up and puthis
arm about her, & looked whi~
2\ ¥ therward she pointed, and at

firstsawnougbt; and thennoughtbut
a brown and yellow rock rolling down
the bent: & then atlast be saw that it
was the €vil Thing which had met him
when first be came into that land; and
now it stood upright, and be could see
that itwasclad in a coat of yellowsam:s
ite & Then Walter stooped down and
gat bis bow into bis band, and stood
before the Maid, while he nocked an ars
row. But the monster made ready bis
tacklewhileWalterwas stoopingdown,
& oreverhecould loose, bis bowsstring
twanged, and an arrow flew forth and
grazed the Maid’sarm above theetbow,
80 that the blood ran, and the Dwarf
gave forth abarsh & borriblecry. Then
flew Walter’s shaf't, & truewas it aim~
ed, sothatitsmotethemonster fullon
the breast, but fell down from bim as
ifbeweremadeof stone. Thenthecrear
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Two
wraths

ture set up bis borrible cry again, and
toosed withal, and {Walter deemed that
be bad smitten the Maid, for she fell
downinabeapbebind bim, Then waxed
Walter woodrwroth,and castdown bis
bow and drew bis sword, and strode
Forward towards the bent against the
Dwarf, But be roared out again, and
there were words in bis roar, & be said:
foolithousbhaltgofreeif thouwiltgive
up the Enemy & Hnd who,said Walter,
is the Enemy? F Yelled the Dwarf:
She,the pink & white thing lying there;
she is not dead yet; she is but dying
for fear of me. Yea, she batb reason! I
could hbave set the shaft in ber heartas
easilyas scratching berarm; butIneed
ber body alive, that I maywreak meon
ber @ Whbat wilt thoudowith ber? said
Walter; fornow be bad beard that the
Maid was not slain be bad waxed wary
again, & stood watching his chance &
The Dwarf yelled 80 at bis last word,
that no word came from the noise a
while, & then be said: What will T with
berrL et meat ber, and stand by & look
on, agd then shalt thou have a strange
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tale to carry off with thee. for L will let The
thee go this while & Said Walter: But cleaving
whatneed towreak thee?@bat bathshe ©f a bead
donetothee? gFbatneed wbatneed!
roared the Dwarf; bave L not told thee

that sheis the Enemy? And thou ask~

¢st of what she bath donef of what!

Fool, she is the murderer! she hath

slain the Lady that was our Lady, and

that made us; she whom all we wor-
shippedand adored. Oimpudent fool!
JFTherewith hbe nocked & loosed an~
otherarrow, which would have smitten
Walter in the Face, but that be lowered

bis bead in the very nick of time; then

with a great shout be rushed up the

bent, and was on the Dwarf before he
could get bis sword out, and leaping.
aloft dealt the creature a stroke amid-~
mostofthe crown; and so migbtily be
smote, that he drave the beavy sword

right througb to the teeth, so that be

fell dead straightway.,
> JHLTER stood overbimamir
nute,andwhenhesaw tbat he
2\ ¥ moved not, he went slowly
down to the stream, whereby the Maid
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The Maid yetlaycowering downand quiveringall

1S 8Ore
afeard

over,&covering herfacewitb berbands,
Then he took her by the wrist & said:
Up Maiden, upfand telime this tale of
the slaying! /& But she sbrunk away
from bim, and looked at bim with wild
eyes, and said: What bast thou done
with bim? Is be gone? 4 Pe is dead,
said Walter; Ibave slain bim; therelics
he with cloven skull on the bentsside:
unless, forsooth, be vanish away like
thelionIslew!orelse,perchance, bewill
come to life again! And art thou a lie
like to the rest of them? let me bear of
this slaying.
PErose up, & stood before him
@ trembling,and said: O,thou art
angry with me, and thine anger
I cannot bear. AHb, what bave T done?
Thou bast slain one,and I, maybe, the
other; & never bad weescaped till both
these twain were dead. Hb! thou dost
not know! thou dost not know!Q mef
what shall T do to appease thy wrathf!
=E looked on her, & bis heart rose
y ;g ) to bis mouth at the thought of

6sundering Fromber, Stillhelook:
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edon ber, and her piteous friendly face friends at
meltedall bis beart; he threwdown big One¢ again
sword, and took ber by the shoulders,
and Rissed her face over and over, and
strained ber to bim, so that he felt the
sweetness of her bosom, Thenbelift~
ed her up like a child, and set ber down
on the green grass, and went down to
thewater, and filled bis bat therefrom,
and came back to ber; then he gave ber
to drink, and batbed ber face and ber
bands, s0 that the colour came aback
to the cheeks and lips of ber: and she
smiledonbim, & kissed bis bands,and
said: O nowthouartkindtome g#Yea,
said be, and trueitis thatif thou bast
slain, I bave doneno less, and if thou
hastlied, evensohbave I; &if thoubast
played the wanton, as I deem not that
thou hast, I full surely have 8o done.
S0 now thou shalt pardon me, & when
thy spirit bas come back to thee, thou
shalt tell me tbhy tale in all friendsbip,
and in all lovingrkindness will L heark~
en the same.
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She
thinketh
of the
burial

PEREWITD he knelt before
@ her & Rissed ber feet. But she

said: Yea, yea; what thou will-~
¢st, that will T do. But first tellme one
thing. Past thou buried this borror &
bidden bim in the eartbh? /& DHe deemed
that fear bad bewildered ber, and that
she scarcely yet knew bow things bad
gone. But he said: fair sweet friend, T
bave not done it as yet; but now will T
goand doit,if it seem good to thee F
Yea,shesaid,butfirstmusttbousmite
off bis bead, and lay it by bis buttochks
when be is in the eartb; or ¢vil things
will bappen c¢lse. This of the burying
is no idle matter, I bid thee believe Z1
doubt it not, said be; surely such ma-
lice as was in this one¢ will be bard to
slay. Hnd be picked up bis sword, and
turned to gotothe field of deed £#FShe
said: I mustneeds gowiththee; terror
batb so filled mysoul, that T durst not
abide bere witbout thee.
7N O they went both together to
@ where the creaturelay, TheMaid
&7 durstnotlook onthedead mon
ster,gut Watter noted that he was girt
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own weapon, Then they twain together
laboured the carth, she with Walter’'s
sword, be with the ugly sax, till they
bad madea grave deep & wide enough;
and therein they thrust the creature,
and covered bim up, weapons and all
together.
Chapter XXIIIL OF the peaceful end-
ing of that wild day 2% ¢
YW ZEERRD ER €EAF TE R Walter
SNEYZ22Z50) led the Maid down again,
L [N & said to ber:Now,sweets
INling,shallthestorybetold
¥ #F Nay friend, she said,
=l not here. This place bath
d by my craven fear, and
the borror of the vile wretch, of whom
no words may tell bis vileness, Let us
bence and onward. Thou seest I bave
oncemorecome tolifeagain FBut,said
be, thou bast been burt by the Dwarf’s
arrow gZ She laughed, and said: Pad I
neverbad greater burt from them than

[

0

with a big ungainly sax; so be drew it They
from the sheath, and there smote off leave the
the bideous bead of the fiend with bis place



The Maid that, little bad been the tale thereof:
is cager to yet whereas thou lookest dolorous a-

g0

boutit, wewill speedily bealit @ Therer
with she sougbt about, & found nigh
the streamrside certain berbs; and she
spakewords over them, and bade Wal-
ter lay them on the wound, which, for-
800th, was of the least, and he did so,
and boundastrip of bis shirtabout her
arm; and then would sheset forth.But
be said: Thou artallunshod; and but
if that be seen to, our journey shall be
stayed by thy footssoreness: I may
make a shift to fashion thee brogues
JIF She said: T may well go barefoot.
Hndin any case, I entreat thee that we
tarry berenolonger, butgoawaybence,
if it bebut foramile @ Hndshelocked
pitecuslyon bim, sothat he might not
gainsay ber.

“%ﬁ, then they crossed the stream,
and se¢t forward, when amidst all
=22N these haps the day was worn to
mid:morning. Butafterthey bad gone
amile, they sat them down on a knoll
under the shadow of a big thornstree,

within sight of the mountains, Then
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said @Walter: Now will T cut thee the OF the
brogues fromtheskirtofmybuffrcoat, dwarf-
which shall be well meet forsuchwork; kin
and meanwbhile shalt thou tell me thy
tale Z#FThou art kind, she said; but be
Rinder yet, & abide my tale till we bave
done our day’s work. for we were best

to make no long delay bere; because,
thougb thou bastslain the King:dwarf,

yet there be others of bis kindred, who
swarm in some parts of the wood as
the rabbits in a warren. Now true it is
that they bave but little understand-~
ing, less, it may be, than the very brute
beasts;and that,as I said afore,unless
they be set on our slot like to bounds,
they shall bave no inkling of where to
seek us, yet might they bappen upon

us by mere misadventure. Hnd more-~
overfriend,quothsbeblushing,Iwould
beg of thee some little respite; for
thoughlscarcefearthywratbanymore,
since thou bast been sokind tome, yet

is there shame in that which I bave to
tell thee. Wherefore since the fairest of
the dayis before us, let us use it all we
may, and, when thou bast done memy
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Walter
maketh
the Maid
shoes

new footsgear, get us gone forward
again,
: =€ Rissed her Rindly and yeassaid
@ ber asking: be bad already fallen
X to work on the leather, and in a
while bad fashioned ber the brogues;
60 she tied them to ber feet, and arose
with a smile & said: Nowam I baleand
strong again, what with the re¢st, and
whatwith thy lovingskindness, & thou
shalt see bownimbleIshall be to leave
this land, foras fairasitis. Since for~
sooth alandof liesitis,and of grief to
the children of Hdam.

7N O they went their ways thence,
$§ & fared nimbly indeed, & made
N7y no stay tillsomethreeboursafs

ter noon,when they rested by atbicket:s
side,wherethestrawberries grewplen~
ty; they ate thereof what they would:
& fromagreatoakbard by Waltershot
bim first one culver, and then anotber,
&bung them tohis girdleto befortheir
evening’s meat;sithence they went fors
ward again, and nougbt befell them to
tell of, till they were come, whenas it
lack e& scarce an bourof sunset, to the
]



banksof anotherriver, not right great, Now they
but bigger than the lastone. Therethe rest for
Maid cast berself down & said: friend, theeven
no furtherwill thy friend gothis even;

nay, to say sooth, she cammot. Sonow

we will eat of thyvenison, & then shall

my tale be, since I may no longer delay

it; and thereafter shall our slumber be

sweet and safe as I deem g#FShe spake
merrilynow, and as onewho feared nos

thing, and Walter was much heartened

by her words and ber voice, and he fell

toand madeafire,andawoodland oven

in the earth, and sithence dighted his

fowl, & baked themafter themannerof
woodmen, AHnd theyate, both of them,
inalllove, & in goodrliking of life, and

were much strengthened by their sup-~

per. And when they were done, Walter

cked his fire, both against the chill of

the midnight and dawning, and for a

guard against wild beasts, and by that

time night was come, and the moon a~

risen, Then the Maiden drew up to the

fire, and turned to Walter and spake.
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‘& Chapter XXIV.TheMaid tells of what
\Y)

>\ bad befallen ber 3% &
‘ Qi ’)ﬁ oI, friend, by the clear
N S of the moon & this fire-
= % Q) tlight willItellwhatmay
‘ and can ofmy tale.Thus
itis:IfLbewbolly of the
race of Hdam I wot not;

Q] maybe. forthereare,asit were, shards
f\- | orgaps in my life,wherein arebut afew
things dimly remembered, and doubt:

less many things forgotten. I remems
)/ ber well when T was a little child, and
= right bappy, & there were people about
mewbom Iloved, and who lovedme. It
wasnotin this land; butallthingswere
lovely there; the year’s beginning, the
bappy midsyear,the year’'s waning, the
year’s ending, & then again its begin ~
ning.That passed away, and thenfora
o whileismore than dimness,for nought
ILremember save thatIwas. Thereafter

j I rememberagain, & am a young maids
en, and T know some things, and long
toknow more, I am nowise bappy;Iam

6/7 ncrcantell thee how many years old I




amongst people who bid mego, and I H teacher
g0; and do this, & I do it: none loveth
me,none tormenteth me; butIwearmy
beartin longing forI scarce knowwbat,
Neitber then am Lin this land,butina
land that1love not,and abousethatis
big & stately, but nougbt lovely, Then
is a dim time again,and sithence atime
not right clear; an ¢vil time, wherein I,
am older, wellmigb grown to woman-~
bood.There are a many folk about me,
and they foul, and greedy, and bard ; &
my spiritis fierce, but my body feeble;
and I am set to tasks that I would not
do, by them that are unwiser than I; &
smitten Lam by them that are less va-
liantthanT; andLknowlack, & stripes,
and divers misery, But all that is now
become but a dim picture to me, save
that amongst all these unfriends is a
friend to me; an old woman, who tell-
eth me sweet tales of other life, where-~
inallis bigh & goodly,orat theleast var
liant and dougbty, & she setteth bope
in my beart and learneth me, & maketh
me to know much... O much.., so that
at last I am grown wise, and wise to be
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Sheis mighty if I durst. Yet am I nought in
marked this land all this while,but, asmeseem:

fora
thrall

eth,in a great and a foul city.

R ND then,as it were, I fall asleep;
and in my sleep is nought, save
A here & there a wild dream, somer
deal lovely, somedeal bideous: but of
this dream is my Mistress a part, and
the monster, witbal, whose head thou
didst cleave torday. But when I am a-
waken from it, then am I verily in this
land, and myself, as thou seest me tor
day. Hnd tbhe first part of my life here
is this, that I am in the pillared ball
yonder,balfrclad & with bound bands;
and the Dwarf leadeth me to the Lady,
and I hear his borrible croak as he say-
eth: Lady, will this one do? & then the
sweet voice of the Lady saying : This
onewilldo; thou shaltbave thy reward:
now, set thou the token upon her. Then
I remember the Dwarf dragging me as
way, and my beart sinking for fear of
bim; but for that time be did me no
more barm than therivettinguponmy
leg thisironring which bere thou seest.
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Ty © from that time forward I bave The
@ livedinthis land, & been the thrall Mistress
S+74 of the Lady ; & Iremembermy life ‘]:’fatieds’sthe

bere day by day, & no part of it basg fals S ol o

len into the dimness of dreams. Therers
of will T tell thee but little: but this I
will tell thee, that in spite of my past
dreams,or it may be because of them, L
bad not lost the wisdom which the old
woman bad erst learned me, & for more
wisdom I longzd. Maybe this longing
shall now make both thee & me happy,
but forthe passing time it brought me
grief, for at first my Mistress was in-
deed wayward withme,butasany great
lady migbt be with ber bougbt thrall,
whiles caressing me, and whiles chas~
tising me, as ber mood went; but she
seemednottobecruelofmalice,or with
any set purpose. But so it was (rather
little by little tban by any great sudden
uncovering of myintent),thatshe came
tohknowthatlalsobadsomeof thewiss
dom whereby sbhe lived berqueenty life.
That was about two years after I was
first ber thrall, and three weary years
bave gone by since she began to see in
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The methe enemy of ber days. Now why or
Dwarfis wherefore I know not, but it seemeth
threatened thatit wouldnotavail bertoslaymeout:
right, or suffer me to die; but nought
witbbeld ber from pilingup griefs and
miseriesonmybead, Htlastshesetber
servant, the Dwarf, upon me, ¢ven be
whose bead thou clavest tosday, Many
things1bore from bimwhereof it were
unseemly for my tongue to tell before
thee; butthetimecamewben beexceeds
ed,and I could bear no more; and then
I showed bim this sharp knife (wberes
withLwouldbave thrustme through to
the beart if thou badst not pardoned
me ¢’en now), & T told bim that if be fors
bore me not,I would slay,not bim, but
myself; and this be might not away
with because of the commandment of
the Lady, who bad given bim the word
that in any case I must be kept living.
Hnd ber band, witbal, fear beld some-
whbat bercafter. Yet was there need to
me of all my wisdom; for with all this
ber batred grew, & whiles raged with-~
in ber 5o furiously that it overmasters
ed ber fear, & at such times she would
174



bave put me to death if I bad not es~ Of the
caped ber by some turn of my lore. comu)ggf
OW further, I shall tell thee that theRing’s

m somewbat more than a year a- O°N
go hither to this land came the

King’s Son, the second goodly man,

as thou art the third, whom ber sorce~

ries bavedrawn bitbersinceIbavedwelt

bere. forsooth, when be first came, be

seemed to us, tome, & yet more to my

Lady, to be as beautiful as an angel,

and sorely she loved bim ; & be ber, afs

ter bisfashion: but bewas lightmind:

ed, and coldsbearted, and in a while be

mustneeds turn bis ¢yes upon me,and

offer me his love, which was but foul

andunkind as it turnedout; for when 1,

nayssaid bim,as maybel bad not done

save for fear of my Mistress, be bad no

pity upon me, but spared not to lead

me intothe trap of her wrath,and leave

me without belp, or a good word. But,

O friend, in spite of all grief and an~

guish, I learned still, and waxed wise,

and wiser, abiding the day of my deli-

verance, which bas come, and thou art

come.
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Of the
vision at

;‘V*’ PEREWITP she took Walter's
@ hands and Rkissed them; but be

Langton BN pigsed her face, & bertears wet bis

lips. Then she went on: But sithence,
months ago, the Lady began to weary
of this dastard, despite of bisbeauty;
& then it was thy turn to be swept into
ber net; I partly guess bow. for on a
day in broad daylight,as I was serving
my Mistress in the ball, and the Evil
Thing, whose bead is now cloven, was
lyingacross the thresholdof thedoor,
as it were adream fell upon me, thoughb
I strove to cast it off for fear of chas-
tisement; for the pillared hball wavered,
and vanisbed from my sight, and my
feet were treading a rougb stone paver
ment instead of the marble wonder of
the ball,and there was the scent of the
salt seaand of the tackle of ships,and
bebind me weretall bouses, and before
me the ships indeed, with their ropes
beatingand their sailsflapping & their
masts wavering ; and in mine ¢ars was
the bale and bow of mariners; things
that I bad seen and beard in the dim-
ness obf my life gone by ## And there
17



was I, & the Dwarf before me, and the The
Ladyafterme,going overthegangway blazon of
aboard of a tall ship,and she gathered theancient
way and was gotten out of the baven,

& straightwayI saw the mariners cast
abroad their ancient #FQuoth Walter:
Wbhat then ! Sawest thou the blazon
thereon, of a wolf/like beast ramping

up against a maiden? Hnd that might

well bave been thou & She said : Yea,

80 it was; but refrain thee, that T may

tell on my tale! The ship and the sea
vanisbed away, but I was not back in

the ballof the Golden Pouse; & again
were we three in the street of the self~
same town which we bad but just left;
butsomewbatdim was my vision therer

of, and I saw little save the door of a
goodly bouse before me, and speedily

it died out,and we were again in the pils
tared ball, wherein my thralldom was
made manifest,

s HIDEN, said Walter,one ques:s
tion I would ash thee; to wit,
NIV (idst thou see me on the quay

by the ships ? £# Nay, she said, there
were many folk about, but they were
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They are all as images of the aliens to me. Now
inanew pearken furtber: three months there-~

city

after came the dream upon me again,
when we were all three together in the
Pillared Pall; & again was the vision
somewbat dim. Once more we were in
the street of a busy town,but all unlike
to that other one, and there were men
standing together on our right bands
by the door of a house ¥#F Vea, yea,
quoth Walter; and, forsooth, one of
them was who but L@ Refrain thee,be,
loved! she said; for my tale draweth to
its ending, & I would bave thee beark-
en beedfully: for maybethoushaltonce
againdeemmydeed past pardon. Some
twenty days after this last dream,I bad
some leisure from my Mistress’s ser-
vice,solwent todisportmeby theWell
of the Oakrtree (or forsooth shemight
bave setin mymind thethougbtofgos
ing there, that I might meet thee and
give her someoccasion against me); &
I sat thereby, nowise loving the earth,
but sick at heart, because of late the
King’s Sonbhad been morethan ever ins
stan;goitb me to yield bim my body,
1



threatening me else with casting me fore-
into all that the worst could do to me bodings
of torments and shames day by day, ©F evil
1 say my beart failed me, & I was well-

nigh brought to the point of yearsay~

ing bis desires, that T might take the
chanceof something befallingme that

were less bad than the worst, But bere

must I tell thee a thing, and pray thee

to take it to heart, This, more than

aught ¢lse, bad given me strength to
nayssay that dastard, that my wisdom

both bath been, & now s, the wisdom

of a wise maid, & not of a woman, and

all the might thereof shall I lose with

my maidenbead. €vil wilt thou think

of me then, forall I was tried so sore,
that I was at point to cast it all away,

80 wretchedly as T shrank from the
borror of the Lady’s wrath.

v@? AT thercasIsatponderingthese
_§“ things, I sawaman coming, and

HNthoughtnootherwisethereofbut
that it was the King’s Son, till I saw
thestrangerdrawing near,&bisgolden
bair, and bis grey eyes; & then I beard

bis voice, and bis Rindness pierced my
n2 179



The Maid beart, and T knew that my friend bad

fearetbh
again

come to see me; and O, friend, these
tearsare forthesweetness of that past
bour!

A LD alter: I came to s¢ee my
§°j friend, Lalso. Nowbave I noted
INSZr what thou badestme; and T will

forbearallas thoucommandest me, till
we be safe out of the desert & far away
from all ¢vil things; but wilt thou ban
mefromallcaresses? @ Shelaughedar
midst of hertears, & said: O, nay,poor
lad, if thou wilt be but wise ##F Then

“she leaned toward bim, & took his face

betwixt ber bands and Rissed bim of't,
& the tears started in bis ¢yes For love
and pity of ber & Then shesaid: Hlas,
friendf even yet mayst thou doom me
guilty, and all tby (ove may turn away
from me, when I bave told thee all that
T bave done for the sake of thee & me.
O, if then there might be some chas-~
tisement for the guilty woman, and
not mere sundering 1 ¥ fear nothing,
sweetling, said be; for indeed I deem
that already I know partly what thou
bast done.
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e DE sighed, and said: T will tell How the
thee next, that Lbanned thy kisss Maidtook
=2ing & caressing of me till torday rede from

becauselknew thatmyMistress would thefirst
surely know if aman, if thou, badst so

muchas touchedafingerofmineinlove,

Ttwas totrymeherein thaton themorns

ingof the bunting she kissed and em~

braced me, till Talmost died thereof,&

showed theemyshoulder &my limbs;

& totry theewithal, if thine eyeshould

glister or thy cheek flush thereat; for

indeed she was raging in jealousy of

thee. Next, my friend, ¢even whiles we

were talking togetbher at the ell of

the Rock, I was pondering on what we

should do to escape from this land of

lies. Maybe thou wilt say: by didst

thou not takemyband and flee withme
aswefled torday?friend,itismosttrue,

that were she not dead we bad not es~

caped thus far. for ber trackers would

bave followed us, set on by ber, and

brougbt us back to an evil fate, There-~

forel tell thee that from the first I did

plot the death of those two, the Dwarf
&theMistress.fornootherwisemigbt:
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Concern~ est thou live, or 1 escape from death in

ing that
tryst

life. But as to the dastard who threat~
ened me with a thrall’s pains, I beeded
bimnougbttoliveordie, forwellLknew
tbat thy valiant sword,yea, or thy bare
bands,would speedily tame bim, Now
first I knew that T must make a show
of yielding tothe Kings’ Son; & somer
what bow I did therein, thou knowest.
But nonight&notimedid I givebim to
bedme, tillafter L bad met theeas thou
wentest to the Golden Pouse, before
the adventure of fetching the lion’s
skin; and up to that time I bad scarce
knownwhat to do, saveevertobidtbee,
with sore grief and pain, to yield thee
to the wicked woman’s desire, But as
wespake together there by thestream,
and I saw that the €vil Thing (whose
bead thou clavest ¢’ennow) was spying
onus,then amidst the sicknessof ter-
ror which ever came over me whenso~
ever I thought of bim, and much more
when I saw bim (ab! be is dead nowi),
it came flashing into my mind bow L
might destroy my enemy. Therefore L
macl% the Dwarf my messenger to ber,
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by bidding thee to mybed in such wise Concern~
that be migbt bear it. And wot thou ing that
well, that he speedily carried ber the lion
tidings. MecanwbhileIbastened to lie to
the King’s Son,andaltprivily badebim
come to me & not thee, And thereafter,
by dint of waiting and watching, and
taking the only chance that there was,
I met thee as thou camest back from
Fetching the skinof the lion that never
was, and gave thee that warning, orelse
bad we been undone indeed ¥ Said
Walter: Was the lion of her making or
of thine then? & She said: OF hers:
why sbhould I deal with such amatter?
JF Yea, said Walter, but she verily
swooned, & she was verily wroth with
the Enemy ¥ The Maid smiled, and
said: If ber liewas not like very sooth,
then bad she not been the ¢raftsmas:s
ter that L knew ber: one may lie other-
wise than with the tongue alone: yet
indeed ber wrath against the €Enemy
was nougbt feigned; for the Enemy
was even I, & inthese latter days never
did ber wrath (cave me, But to go on
with my tale & Now doubt thou not,
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What be- that, when thou camest into the ball

fell while yester eve, the Mistress knew of thy
Watterlay counterfeit tryst with me, and meant

in the
bazel-
copse

nought but death for thee; yet first
would she bave thee in ber arms again,
therefore did she make much of thee
at table (and that was partly for my
torment also), and therefore did she
make that tryst with thee, and deemed
doubtless that thou wouldst not dare
to forgo it, even if thou shouldst go
tome thereafter ¥ Now I bad trained
that dastard to meas I bave told thee,
butlgavebimasleepydraught,sothat
when I came to the bed he might not
move toward menoropen hiseyes: but
Ilay down besidebim, sothat theLady
might know that my body bad been
there; Forwell bad she wotted if it bad
not. Then as thereI layI cast over bim
thy shape, s0 that none might bave
known,but that thou wert tying bymy
side, & there, trembling, Labode what
sbould befall, Thus I passed through
the bour whenas thou shouldest bave
beenatherchamber,and the timeof my
trystS with thee was come as the Mis-
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tress would bedeeming; sotbatLlooks
ed for her speedily, and my beart wells
nigb failed mefor fearof bercruelty &
Presently thenLbeardastirring in ber
chamber, and I slipped from out the
bed, and bid me bebind the bangings,
and was like to die for fearof her; & (o,
presently she came stealing in softly,
bolding a lamp in one band and a knife
in the other, And 1 tell thee of a sooth
thatILatsobadasbarp knifein myband
todefend mylife if need were. Shebeld
the lamp up above ber bead before she
drew near to the bedsside, and I beard
ber mutter: Sheis not there thenf! but
she shall be taken, Then she went up
to the bed and stooped over it, & laid
ber band on the place where I bad lain;
and therewith ber ¢yes turned to that
falseimage of thee lying there, & she
fell astrembling and shaking, and the
lamp fell to the ground & was quench~
ed (but there was bright moonlight in
theroom, and still I could see what bes
tid). But she uttered a noise like the
low roar of a wild beast, and I saw ber
arm and band rise up, and the flashing
185
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Yet of thesteel beneath theband, and then
furtber down came the band and the steel, and
Twentnigh toswooning lestperchance
I bad wrougbt overwell, & thine image
were thy very self. The dastard died
without a groan: why should I lament
bim? I cannot. But the Lady drew bim
toward ber, and snatched the clothes
from off bis shouldersand breast, and
fell asgibbering sounds mostly with-
out meaning, but broken here & there
with words. Then T heard ber say: I
shall forget; I shall forget; & thenew
daysshallcome.Thenwas theresilence
of ber altittle, and thereafter she cried
out in a terrible voice: O no, no, nof L
cannot forget; I cannot forget; & she
raised a great wailing cry that filled all
the night with horror (didst thou not
bearit?),and caught up the knife from
the bed and thrust it into ber breast,
and fell down a dead beap over the bed
and on totheman whom she bad slain.
Hnd then I thougbt of thee, and joy
smote across my terror; bow shall T
gainsayit? AndIfled away to thee,and
I toogk6 thine bands in mine, thy dear
] R



bands, & we fled away together, Shall Walter
we be still togetber? answex:et’h
=€ spoke slowly, & touched her theMaid’s
¢ K& | not,and she, forbearingallsob-~ fale

N\ bing and weeping, sat looking
wistfully on bim, Besaid: Tthink thou
bast told me all; and whether thy guile
slew ber, or her own evil beart, she was
slain last night who lay in mine arms
the night before. It wasill,and ill done
of me, forLlovednother, but thee, and
T wished for ber death that I might be
with thee. Thou wottest this, and still
thoulovestme, itmay beoverweening -
ty. @What bave I to say then? If therebe
anyguiltofguile,Jalsowasin theguile;
and if there be any guilt of murder, I
alsowas in the murder, Thuswesay to
cach other; and to God & his Pallows
wesay: e two bave conspired & slain
thewoman who tormentedoneofus, &
would bave slain the other; and if we
bave done amiss therein, then shall we
two togetherpay the penalty;forinthis
bhavewedoneas one bodyand onesoul.

187



PEREWITD bhe put his arms
@ about ber and kissed ber, but

soberly and friendly, as if he
would comfort ber. Hnd thereafter be
said to bher: Maybe tormorrow, in the
sunlight, I willask theeof this woman,
what sheverilywas; but nowlet herbe.
Hnd thou, thou art overswearied, and I
bid thee sleep #F SO he wentabout and
gathered of bracken a great beap for
berbed, and did bis coat thereover, and
led berthereto, & shelay down mechly,
and smiled and crossed ber arms over
ber bosom, and presently fell asleep.
But as for bim, be watched by the fire~
sidetilldawn began toglimmer, & then
bealso laid bim down and slept.
Chapter XXV, Of the triumpbant
Summer Hrray of the Maid 2% &
PEN the day was bright
Walter arose, & met the
Maid comingup fromthe
riversbank, fresh & rosy
from thewater.She paled

Rt a little when theymet face

to ace, & she sbrank from bim shyly.




But be took her band and kissed ber Concern-
frankly; and the two were glad, & bad ing the
noneed to tell each otber of their joy, Bearsfolk
thougbh much clse they deemed they
bad to say,could they bave found words
thereto.
%‘}_,:\'w they came to their fire and sat
down,and fell to breakfast; & ere
574 they were done, the Maid said:
My Master, thou seest we becomenigh
untothebill country, and tosdayabout
sunset, belike, we shall come into the
LandoftheBear:folk; & bothitis,that
there is peril if weftallinto theirbands,
and that we may scarce ¢scape them.
Yet I deem that we may deal with the
peril by wisdom g#FWbat is the peril?
said Walter; I mean, what is the worst
of it? & Said the Maid: To be offered
up in sacrifice to theirGod FBut if we
escapedeatbhattheirbands, whattbhen?
said Walter & One of two things, said
she; the first, that they shall take us
into their tribe FANnd will they sunder
usin thatcase? saidWalter @ Nay,said
she gFWalterlaughedand said: Therer
in is little barm then, But what is the
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Of the
Godof
the Bears

otherchance? & Said she:That weleave
them with theirgood swill, & come back
tooneofthelands of Christendom F
Said Walter: T am not all 8o sure that
this is the better of the two choices,
though, forsooth, thou seemest to
think so. But tell me now, what like is
their God, that they should offer up
newscomers to him? ZTheir God is a
woman, she said, and the Mother of
their nation & tribes (or sotheydeem)
before the days when they bad chief-
tains and Lords of Battle # That will
be long ago, said be; howthenmayshe
belivingnow? & Said theMaid: Doubts
less that woman of yore agone is dead
this many & many ayear; but they take
to them still a new woman, one after
other, as they may bappen on them, to
bein the stead of the Ancient Motbher.
Hnd to tell thee the very truth right
out, she that lieth dead in the Pillared
Pall was even the last of these; and
now, if they knew it, they lack a God.,
This shall we tell them % Yea, yeal
said Walter, agoodly welcome sbhallwe
baveof them then, if wecomeamongst
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them with ourbands red with the blood Whoshall
of their God! F She smiled on him & be their
said: IfLcomeamongst themwith the Godnow?
tidings tbat I bave slain ber, and they
trow therein, without doubt they shall
makeme Lady & Goddess in her stead
P Thisisastrangeword, said alter;
but if so they do, how shall that fur~
ther us in reaching the kindreds of the
world, and the folk of Boly Church?

hE laughed outright, sojoyous
@ was she grown, now that she

knew that bis life was yet to be
a part of bers, Sweetheart, she said,
now I see that thou desirest wholly
wbhat I desire; yet in any case, abiding
with them would beliving & not dying,
even as thou badst it ¢’en now. But,
forsooth, they will not binder our de-
partureiftbey deemmetheirGod; they
do not ook for it, nor desire it, that
their@God should dwellwith themdaily,
Pave no fear. Then she laugbed again,
& said: What ! thou lookeston meand
deemest me to be but a sorry image of
agoddess; & me with my scanty coat
and bare arms & naked feet! But wait |
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H fair I know well how to array me when the

place

time cometh. Thou shalt see it! And
now, my Master, were it not meet that
we took to the road?
s‘;_.,s% they arose, and found a ford of
the river that took the Maid but
74 to the knee, and so set forth up
the greensward of the slopes whereas
there were but few trees; so went they
faring toward the billscountry & Ht
the last they were come to the feet of
the very hills, and in the hollows be-
twixt the buttresses of them grew nut
and berry trees, and the greensward
round about them was both thick and
much flowery. Therethey stayed them
and dined, whereas Walter bad shot a
bare by the way, and they bad found a
bubbling spring under a grey stone in
abigbhtof thecoppice, wherein nowthe
birds were singing their best.
w ADEN they bad eaten and bad
rested somewbat, the Maid
2\ ¥ aroseand said; Nowshall the
Queen array berself, & seem like a very
goddess #F Thenshe fell to work,while

Watter lookedon;and she made a gar-
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land for her head of eglantine where The

the roses were the fairest; & with min- Motherof
gledflowers of the summershewreath, Summer
edbermiddleabout, and et thegarland

of them hang down tobelowberhknees;

and knots of the flowers shemade fast

to the shirts of ber coat, and did them

for armsrings about ber arms, and for

anklets and sandals for ber feet, Then

sheset agarland about Walter’s bead,

and then stood a little off from bim

andset berfeet together, and liftedup

ber arms, and said: Lonow! am Inot

as like to the Mother of Summerasif
Iwereclad insilkand gold? and evenso

shall T be deemed by the folk of the

Bear, Come now, thou shalt s¢e how

all shall be well,

Ny DE laughed joyously; but bhe
gi might scarce laugh for pity of
=77 bis ove. Then they set forth

again,and began toclimb the hills,and

the bours wore as they went in sweet

converse; tillat last Walter l0oked on

the Maid, and smiled on ber, and said:

One thing I would say to thee, lovely

friend, to wit: wert thou clad in silk &
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The
flowers
fader or
comealive
again?

gold, thy stately raiment might well
suffer a few stains, or bere and therea
rentmaybe; butstately woulditbestill
when the folkof the Bear should come
up against thee, But as to this flowery
array of thine, in a few bours it shall
be all faded & nought. Nay, even now,
as I ook on thee, the meadowssweet
tbat bangeth from thy girdlesstead
baswaxen dull, & welted ; and the bloss
soming eyebright thatis fora bem to
the little white coat of thee is already
forgetting bhow to be bright and blue.
Wbatsayestthouthen? & Shelaughed
at bis word,and stood still,and looked
back over ber shoulder, while with ber
fingers she dealt with the flowers a-~
bout berside like toabird preening bhis
Featbers, Then she said: Isitverilyso
as thou sayest? LLook again{ f# Sohe
looked,&wondered;forlof beneatbbis
eyes the spires of the meadowssweet
grew crisp & clear again, the eyebright
blossoms shone once more over the
wbiteness of her legs; the eglantine
roses opened, and all was as fresh and
bright as if it were still growing on
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'L its own roots.

friend, benot troubled ! did Inot
tell thee that Lam wise in hidden lore)
But in my wisdom shall be no longer
any scatbhe toanyman, And again, this
my wisdom, as I told thee erst, shall
end on the day whereon T am made all
bappy. And it is thou that shall wield
itall,my Master. Yet mustmy wisdom
needsendureforalittleseasonyet.L et
us on then, boldly and bappily,
Chapter XXVI. Theycometothefolk
of the Bears 8 &%

' IN they went, and before
i long' they were come up
g JON to the downscountry,
3.3 /: where wa? 3caraeha tree,

> L4 5ave gnarled and knotty
Yl:«'ﬁ:/,,\ thornsbushes here and
there, but nought else bigher than the
whin. Hnd bere on these upper lands
they saw that the pastures were much
burntwith thedrought, albeit summer
wasnot worn old. Now they went mak-~

: =€ wondered, & was even some- downs
i f\ ) deal agbast; but she said: Dear
a0\



Hdale ing due south toward the mountains,
of the wbose beads they saw from time to
downs time rising deep blue over the bleak
greyness of thedownlandridges. And
so they went,tillat last,bard on sunset,
after they bad climbed long overabigh
bent, they came to the brow thereof, &,
looking down, bebeld new tidings &
There was a wide valley below them,
greener than thedowns which theybad
come over, and greener yet amidmost,
from the watering of a stream which,
allbeset witb willows,woundaboutthe
bottom. Sheep & neat were pasturing
about the dale, & moreover a long line
of smoke was going up straight into
the windless beavens from the midst
ofaring of little round houses builtof
turfs,and thatched withreed. AHnd be-
yond that, toward an ¢castward:/lying
bight of the dale, they could see what
lookedliketoadoommring of big stones,
thougb there were no rocky places in
that land, Hbout the cookingfire a-
midst of the bouses, and here & there
otherwbhere, they saw, standing or go-
ingto gnd fro,bugefigures of menand
19



women,with children playingabout bes The
twixt them, down-
ASPEY stood and gazed down at it dwellers
@ foraminute or two, & thougbh all
N were at peace there, yet to Watter,
at least, it seemed strange & awful, e
spake softly, as thougb he would not
bave bis voice reach thosemen, though
they were, forsooth, cout of earsshot of
anytbing save a shout: Hre these then
the children of theBear? Whatshallwe
donow? ¥ She said: Yea, of the Bear
they be,thougb there be other folks of
them far & Far away to the nortbward
& castward, near to the borders of the
sea. Hnd as to what we shall do, let us
go down at once, and peacefully, In~
deed, by now there will be no escape
from them; for (0 you ! they hbave seen
us.

ORSOOTh, some three or four
§ ) § of the big men bad turned them

XN toward the bent whereon stood

the twain, & were bailing them in buge,
rough voices,wherein,howsoever,seenms
ed tobenoangerorthreat, So the Maid
took Walterby theband,and thus they
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The like went down quictly, and the Bearsfolk,
of them geeing them, stood all together,facing
them,toabide their coming. Waltersaw
of them, that though they were very tall
and bigly made, they were not so faras
bove the stature of men as to be mar-~
vels, The caries were longrbaired, and
shaggy of beard, and their bair all red
or tawny; their skins,where their naked
flesb showed, were burned brown with
sun & weatber, but to a fair and pleas~
ant brown,nougbtlike to blackamoors,
The queans were comely & wellzeyed;
nor was there anything of fierce or evils
looking about cither the carles or the
queans, but somewbat grave and sol-
emn of aspect were they, Clad werethey
all, saving the youngmenschildren,but
somewbat scantily, andinnougbtsave
sheeprssking or deerssking 2 £for wea~
pons they saw amongst them clubs, &
spears headed with bone or flint, and
ugly axes of big flints set in wooden
bandles; nor was there, as far as they
could see, either now or afterward, any
bow amongst them, But some of the

younggm enseemed tobave slingsdone
19



about their shoulders. QGods or
3 O W when they were come but mere
m tbree fathom from them, the aliens?
WW Maid lifted up ber voice, and
spake clearly and sweetly: Pail,ye folk
of the Bears! we bave come amongst
you, & that for your good and not for
your burt: wherefore we would know
if we be welcome,
\7 PERE was an old man who
@j stood foremost in the midst,
£oN clad in a mantle of deersskins
worked very goodly, and with a gold
ring on bhis arm, and a chaplet of blue
stones on his head, and be spake: Lits
tleare ye,but so goodly, that if ye were
butbigger,wesbhoulddeem thatyewere
comefromtheGods’ Pouse. Yethavel
beard,that howmighty soever maythe
Gods be, & chiefly our God, they be at
whiles nought so bigly made as we of
the Bears. how this may be, I wot not.
But if ye be not of the Gods or their
Rindred, then are ye mere aliens; & we
know not what to do with aliens, save
we meet them in battle, or give them to
the ©God,orsave wemake them children
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The Maid of the Bear. But yet again, ye may be

willan~
swerat
the Mote

messengers of some folk who would
bind friendsbhip and alliance with us:
in which case ye shall at the least de-~
partin peace, and whiles ye are with us
shall be our guests in all good cheer.
Now, therefore, we bid you declare the
matteruntous & Then spake the Maid:
Fatber, it were easy for us to declare
wbatwe beunto you bere present. But,
meseemeth,ye who be gatbered round
the fire bere this evening are less than
the whole tale of the children of the
Bear £# So it is, Maiden, said the ¢l-
der, that many more children bath the
Bear & This then we bid you, said the
Maid,tbat ye send the tokens round &
gather your people to you, and when
they be assembled in the Doomrring,
thenshallwe putourerrand beforeyou;
andaccording to that,shallyedealwith
us ¥ Thou bast spoken well, said the
clder; and even so bad we bidden you
ourselves. Tormorrow, before noon,
shall ye stand in the Doomrringinthis
Dale, & speak with the children of the
Bear.
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?“*’ PEREWITH be turned to bis Supper
@ own folk & called cut something, amidstof
N wirereof thosetwain knewnotthe theBears
meaning; & there came to bim, one af-
ter another, six young men, unto ¢ach
of whom he gave a thing from out bhis

pouch, but what it was alter might

not see, save that it was little and of

small account: to each, also, he spake
aword or two, & straight they set ofF
running, one¢ after the other, turning

toward the bentwhich was overagainst

that whereby the twain bad come into

the Dale, and were soon out of sight in

the gathering duskh.

%W PEN the elder turned bim again

@é to Walter and the Maid, & spake:

N} Man and woman, wbhatsocever ye
may be, or whatsoever may abide you
tormorrow, tornight, ye are welcome
guests to us; 8O we bid you come eat
and drink at our fire.
0 they sat all together upon the

S grassround about the embers of

78 thefire, and ate curds and cheese,
and drank milk in abundance; & as the
night grewon them they quickened the
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The

fire, that they might bave light, This

Bears are wild folk talked merrilyamongstthem:
shyof the getves,with laugbter enough & friend:

aliens

ly jests, but to the newscomers they
were fewsspoken, though, as the twain
deemed, For no enmity that they bore
them, But this found Walter, that the
younger ones, botb men and women,
seemed to find it a bard matter to keep
their eyes Off them; and seemed, with~
al, to gaze on them with somewbat of
doubt, or, it might be, of fear.

7=\ © when the night was wearing
&ij alittle, the elder arose and bade
N7y the twain to come with bim,and

led them to a small bouse or booth,
which was amidmost of all, and somer
whatbigger than theotbers, andbedid
themtowitthatthey should restthere
that night, & bade them sleep in peace
and without fear till the morrow. So
they entered, and found beds thereon
of beatbher and ling, and they laid them
down sweetly, like brother and sister,
when they bad Rissed each other. But
theynoted that fourbrishmen lay withs
out the booth, & across the door, with
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theirweapons besidetbem,sotbhatthey Walter
must needs ook upon themselves as bids fare-
captives % Then Walter might not res Well
frain bim, but spake: Sweet and dear
friend,Ibave comealong way from the
quay at Langton,and the vision of the
Dwarf,the Maid, and the L.ady; and for
this kiss wherewith I bave kissed thee
¢’en now, & the kindness of thine eyes,
it was worth the time & the travail, But
tosmorrow, meseemeth, I shall go no
furtber in this world, though my jours
ney be far longer than from Langton
bither, And now may God and Hll Bals
lows keep thee amongst this wild folk,
whenas I shall be gone from thee &
She laughed low and sweetly, & said:
Dear friend,dost thou speak tome thus
mournfully tomovemetolovetheebetrs
ter?Thenisthy labourlost; fornobets
ter may I love thee than now I do; and
that is with minewbolehbeart. Butkeep
agoodcourage,Lbidthee; for we benot
sundered yet, nor shall we be, Nordo I
deem that we shall die here, or tormors
row; but many years hence,after we bave
known all the sweetness of life, Means
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AN >

wbnle,I bid thee good nigbht,fair friend!
Chapter XXVII. Morning amongst
tbe Bears % o

Z:’ 10 Walter laid bim down &
/

N fellasleep,&knewnomore
?, ,’ ttllheawohein brightdays

D

/ ) %
‘ been to the river to bathe her, and the

C

fromthewater,forshebad
/ Pe turned about & cast bhis arm about
()f/ them,& caressed them,whileshestood
> smiling upon him; then bhe arose and

looked on her, and said: how thou art

Fairand bright this morning { And yet

maketb thee look like to a jongleur's

‘ b damselonamorrowofMayday? g#And

| begazedruefully onber @ Shelaughed
\ ) on bim merrily, and said : Yea, & belike
these others think no better of my at~

hghtwitb theMaid stand-

W

F . sun through theopen door fell streams

’ «and yet...were it not well that thou

dooff theeall this fadedand drooping

V@A tire,ornotmuch better;foryonderthey

Y

)
(=

ingoverhim,Shewasfresh
ingon berfeet close toWalter’'s pillow.
)
‘I\
c) bravery of leaves and blossoms, that
47




are gathering smallwood forthe burnt, Walter
offering ; which,forsooth,shallbe thou doubtetb
and L, unless I betterit all bymeans of
thewisdomI (carned of the old woman,
and perfected betwixt thestripes of my
Mistress, whom a little while ago thou
lovedst somewbhat,
gc:@“ﬁ as she spake ber eyes spark~
@ ted, ber cheek flushed, and ber
2 limbs and ber feet seemed as if
they could scarce refrain from dancing
forjoy. Then Walter knitbis brow, and
for a moment a thought bhaltfiframed
was in bis mind. Is it s0, that she will
bewray meand live witboutme? and be
cast biseyeson to the ground. Butshe
said:L.ookup, &intomineeyes,friend,
andseeiftherebeinthemanyfalseness
toward thee! for Lknow thy thought;
T knowthy thought. Dost thou not see
thatmy joyandgladnessis forthelove
of thee, & the thought'of the rest from
trouble that is at band? ## be looked
up, & bis eyes met the eyes of her love,
and be would bave cast bis arms about
ber; but she drewaback and said: Nay,
thou must refrain thee awbile, dear
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She
bearten~
eth bim

friend, lest these folk cast eyes on us,
and deem usg over loverslike for what T
am tobid them deemme, Hbideawhile,
and then shallall bein me according to
thy will, But now I must tell thee that
it is not very far from noon, and that
the Bears are streaming into the Dale,
and already thereis an bost of men at
theDoomrring, &,as I said, thebale for
the burntsoffering is wellmigh digbt,
whether it be For us, or for some other
creature. And now I bave to bid thee
this, and it will be a thing ¢asy for thee
to do, to wit, that thou look as if thou
wert of the race of the Gods, and not
to blench, or show sign of blenching,
wbatever betide: to yearsay both my
yeassay & mynayssay: and lastly this,
which is the only bard thing for thee
(but thou hast already done it before
somewbat), to 0ok upon me with no
masterful eyes of love, noras if thou
wertatonce prayingme&commanding
me; ratber thou shalt so demean thee
asif thou wert my man all simply, and
nowisemymaster & O friend beloved,
said (Héalter, bere at least art thou the
20



master,and I will do all thy bidding, in Pere
certainbhopeof this,thateitherwesball cometb
live together or die togetber. breakfast

7 U‘C asthey spoke,incame theels
; der, & with bimayoung maiden,
(o ,) bearing with them their break-

fastof curds and cream and strawber~
ries, and he bade them c¢at, Sotheyate,
and werenot unmerry; and the whileof
their cating the ¢lder tatked with them
soberly, but not bardly, or with any
seeming enmity: & ever bis talk gaton
tothedrougbt,which wasnowburning
up thedownspastures; &bhowthegrass
inthewatered dales, which wasno wide
spread of land, would not bold out
much longer unless the God sentthem
rain. And Walternoted that those two,
the elderand the Maid, eyed each other
curiouslyamidstofthis talk; theelder
intent on what she might say, & if she
gave beed to bis words; while on her
sidetheMaidanswered hisspeechgrar
ciously and pleasantly, but said little
that wasof any import: norwould she
bave bim fix ber ¢yes, which wandered
lightly from this thing to that; nor
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would ber lips grow stern and stable,
but ever smiled in answer to the light
of her eyes, as she sat there with ber
faceas the very faceof the gladness of
the summer day.

Chapter XXVIIL OF the new God of
the Bears «3% %

: last the old man said:
>

by Doomrring of our folk,
4 the Bears of the South-~
| ern Dales, and deliver to
rrand ; andLbeseechyou to
bave pity upon your own bodies, as 1.
bave pity on them; on thine especially,
Maiden, sofairand bright a creatureas
thouart; forsoitis, thatif yedealus
out light & tying wordsaftertheman-
nerof dastards, yeshallmiss the wor-~
ship & glory of wending away amidst
of the flames, a gift to the God and a
bope tothe people, andshallbepassed
by therods of the folk,untilye faint &
failamongst them, & then shallye be
thrust down into the flowat theDale’s



€nd, & a stonesladen burdle cast upon The Mans
you, that we may thenceforth forget mote
your folly g#F TheMaidnow looked full
into his ¢y¢s, and Walter deemed that
theold mansbrank beforeber; but she
said: Thou art old and wise, O great
manof theBears, yet nought I need to
tearn of thee. Now lead us on our way
to the Stead of the Errands.
O the elder brought them along
S to the Doomuring at the castern
ES74 end of the Dale; and it was now
all peopled with those buge men, wea~
poned after their fashion, and stand~
ing up, sothat thegrey stones thereof
but showed a little over their beads.
But amidmost of the said Ring wasa
big stong, Fashioned as a chair, where-
on sata very old man, longsboary and
whitesbearded, & oneither side of bim
stood a greatslimbed woman clad in
warsgear, bolding,cach of them, a long
spear, and with a flintsbladed knife in
thegirdle; and there were no other wo~
men in all the Mote.
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They
stand be-
forethe
folk

PEN the elder led those twain
@ intothemidstofthe Mote, and

there badethem goupontoa
wide, flatstopped stonge, six feet above
the ground, just over against the an~
cientchieftain;and theymounted itby
arough stair,& stood there before that
folk; Walterin hisarrayof thecutward
world, which bad been fair enough, of
crimson cloth and silk, & white linen,
but was now travelsstained and worn;
& theMaid withnought upon ber,save
the smock wherein she bad fled from
the Golden House of the Wood be-
yond the World, decked with the faded
flowers which she bad wreathed about
beryesterday. Nevertheless, soit was,
that those big men eyed ber intently,
and with somewbat of worship.

OUI did Walter, according to ber
bidding, sink down on bis knees
beside ber, & drawing bis sword,

bold it before bim, asif to keep allin~
terlopers aloof from the Maid, Hnd
therewas silenceintheMote, &alleyes
were fixed on those twain.
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V> — ‘C last the old chief arose and The Maid
spake: Ye men, bere are come i bidden
VAT 2 man and a woman, we know £0 speak

not whence; whereas they bave given
word to our folk who first met them,
thatthey would telltheirerrand tonone
save the Mote of the People; which it
was their due to do, if they weremind-
ed to risk it. for ¢ither they be aliens
without an errand bither, save, it may
be, to beguile us, in which case they
shallpresently dicanevildeath;orthey
bave come amongst us that we may
give them to the God with flintsedge
and fire; or they have a message to us
from some folk or other, on the issue
of which lietb life or death. Now shall
ye¢ bearwbat they bave to say concern~
ing themselvesand their faring bither.
But, meseemeth, itshall be the woman
wbho is the chief and bath the word in
bermouth; for, (0 you! theman kneel-
eth at ber feet, as one who would serve
and worship ber. Speak out then, wo-
man, and let our warriors bear thee.
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She

declareth
ber God- PN

bead

F’@% PEN the Maidliftedupbervoice,

& spake out clear and sbhrilling,
like to a flute of the best of the
minstrels: Ye men of the Children of
the Bear, I would ask you a question,
and let thechieftain whositteth before
me¢ answer it & The old man nodded
bhis bead, and she went on: Tell me,
Children of the Bear, bow long a time
is worn since ye saw the God of your
worship made manifest in the body of
awoman? gFSaid theelder: Many win-
ters bave worn since my fatber’s fatber
was a child, & saw the very God in the
bodily form of a woman & Then she
said again: Did ye r¢joice at ber com-~
ing, and would ye rejoice if once more
she came amongst you? % Yea, said
theold chieftain, for she gave ug gifts,
and learned us lore, and came to us in
no terrible shape, but as a young wo~
man as goodly as thou & Then said
theMaid: Now, then, is thedayofyour
gladness come; for the old body is
dead,& Tam thenewbodyofyourGod,
come amongstyou for your welfare £&F
Then fella great silence on the Mote,
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till the otd man spake and said: What The
shalll sayandlive? forif thoubeverily Bears
the God, and I threaten thee, wilt thou crave a
notdestroyme?But thoubast spoken token of
agreat word withasweetmouth,&bast ber
taken the burden of blood on thy lily
bands; and if the Children of the Bear
be befooled of light liars, how shall
they put the shame off them? There-
fore I say, show tous a token; and if
thou be the God, this shall be ¢asy to
thee; &if thou showit not, thenis thy
falsebood manifiest, & thoushalt dree
theweird. for weshall deliver thee into
the bands of these women bere, who
shall thrust thee down into the flow
whichis bereby,afterthey bave wearied
themselves with whipping thee. But
thy man that kneeleth at thy feet shall
we givetothetrue God, and beshall go
to ber by the road of the flint and the
fire. Past thou heard? Then give tous |
the sign and the token.
= BEchanged countenancenowhit
at his word; but ber eyes were
=74 the brighter, and ber cheek the
fresher; and ber feet moved a little, as
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She if they were growing glad before the
answeretb dance; & shelookedoutoverthe Mote,
and spake in ber clear voice: Old man,
thouneedest not to fear for thy words.
Forsoothitisnotmewbomthouthreats
enest with stripes and a foul death,
but some light fool and liar,whoisnot
bere. Now bearken! I wot well that ye
would bave somewbat of me, to wit,
thatIshould send you rain toend this
drought, which otherwis¢ seemeth like
to lie long upon you: but this rain, I
must go into the mountains of the
south to fetch it you; therefore shall
certain of your warriors bring me on
my way, with this my man, up to the
great pass of the said mountains, and
we shall set out thitherward this very
day g#FShewas silentawhile,&alllook:
ed on her, but none spakeor moved, 80
thatthey seemedasimages ofstonea~
mongst the stones @ Then shespake
again and said: Some would say, men
of the Bear, that this were a signand a
token great enough; but I know you,
and bowstubborn & perverse of beart
ye be; and how that the gift not yet
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within yourbandisnogiftto you; and Nowis
thewonderyeseenot, yourbeartstrow the token
not. Thereforelook yeuponmeas bere made
I stand, Lwho bavecome from the fair, MManifest
er country and the greenswood of the
tands, and seeif Lbear notthesummer
with me, and the beart that maketh in~
creaseand the band that giveth.

O thenfassbhespake, thefaded
@ flowers that bung about ber

gatbered life and grew fresh
again; the woodbine round herneck &
ber sleck shoulders knititself togeths
¢r and embraced ber freshly, and cast
itsscent about ber face. The lilies that
girded ber loins lifted up their beads,
and the gold of their tassels fellupon
her; the eyebright grew clean blue a-
gain upon her smock; the eglantine
found its blooms again, and then be-
gan to shed the leaves thereof upon
ber feet; the meadowssweet wreatbed
amongst it made clear the sweetness
of her legs, & the mouserear studded
ber raiment as with gems., There she
stood amidst of the blossoms, like a
greatorientpearl against the fretwork
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Glad are

of the goldsmiths, and the breeze that

the Bears came up the valley from bebind bore

thesweetness of her fragrance allover
the Man/mote.

PEN, indeed, the Bears stood
@ up,and shouted and cried, and

smoteon their shiclds, & tosss
ed their spears aloft, Then the elder
rose from his seat, & came up bumbly
to where she stood, and prayed ber to
say what sbe would bave done; while
the others drew about in knots, but
durst not come very nigh to bher. She
angwered the ancient chief, and said,
that sbe would depart presently to-
ward themountains,whereby shemighbt
send them the rain which they lacked,
and that thence she would away to the
soutbward For a while; but that they
should hear of her, or, it might be, see
ber, before they who were now of mid-~
dleage should be gone to their fathers
JFThen theoldman besougbtberthat
theymigbtmakebheralitterof fragrant
greenbougbs, and so bear ber away to-
ward the mountain pass amidst a tri-

umpb 6of thewbole Folk. But she leapt
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lightlydown from the stone,and walks They
ed to and fro on the greensward, while give the
it seemed of ber that ber feet scarce @ dto
touched the grass ; & she spake tothe ©
ancient chief where be still kneeled in
worship of ber, & said: Nay; deemest
thouofmetbhatIneed bearingbymen’s
bands, or that I shall tireatall when I

am doing my will, and I, the very beart

of the year’s increase? Soitis,that the
going of my feet over your pastures

shall make them to thrive, both this
yearand the commg years: surely will

I goafoot.

=N O they worshipped berthemore,

land blessed ber; and thenfirstof

2 all they brought meat, the dain~

tiest they might, both for berand for
Walter. Butthey wouldnotlookonthe

Maid whiles she ate, or suffer Walter

to bebold ber the while, Hfterwards,

when they bad eaten, some twentymen,
weaponed after their fashion, made
themready to wend with theMaidenup

into the mountains, and anon they set
outthitherward all together, Bowbeit,
thebugemen beld them eversomewbat
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?) aloof from theMaid; & when they came
(DY to the restingsplace for that night,
RN where was no house, for it was up a-
K'/-(}\ mongst thefootshills before themoun
t}w tain:, flbe?a it vlc;asla wondler to see bl:w
carefully they builtupasleepingrplace
/‘él—‘ forbher, & tilted itoverwith their skin~
U\, cloaks, and bow they watched night-
) tong about ber. But Walter they let
sleep peacefully on the grass, a little
wayaloof from thewatchers round the
Maid.
Chapter XXTX, Walter strays in the
[Pass & is sundered from the Maid
SZ SAORNING came, & they
7 arose and went on their
ways, and went all day
till the sun wasnighset,
and they were come up
: into the very pass; & in
\ the jaws thereof was an carthen bowe.
There the Maid bade them stay, & she
went up on to the bowe, & stood there
and spake to them, and said: O men of
theBear,I give you thanks foryourfols
lowing, and T bless you, and promise




you the increase of the earth, But now The Maid
ye shall turn aback, and leave me to go command-
my ways; and my man witb the iron ¢th & forr
sword shall follow me. Now, maybe, I biddeth
shall come amongst the Bearsfolk a~
gainbefore long, and yet again, & learn
themwisdom ; but forthis timeitisens
ough. And 1 shall tell you that ye were
best to hasten bome straightway to
your bouses in the downsland dales,
forthe weather which I bave bidden for
YOu is even now coming forth from the
forge of storms in the bheart of the
mountains, Now this last word I give
you, that timesare changed since I wore
thelastsbapeof God that yehave seen,
wherefore a changel command you, If
60 be aliens come amongst you, T will
nottbat ye send them tomeby theflint
& the fire; rather, unless they be bale-~
fuluntoyou, & worthy ofanevil death,
ye shall suffer them to abide with you;
ye shall make them become children of
the Bears, if they be goodly encugh &
worthy, & they shall be my children as
ye be; otherwise, if they be ill.favoured
and weakling, let them live & be thralls
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Walter & to you, but not join with you, man to
the Maid woman. Now depart ye with my bles-

are sun-~
dered

sing.
PEREWITD she came down
4l from the mound, and went ber
ways up the pass so lightly,

thatit was toWalter, standingamongst
theBears, asif she bad vanished away.
But the men of that folk abode stands
ing and worshipping their God for a
little while, and that while he durst not
sunder bim from their company. But
wbentheybadblessedbimandgoneon
their way backward, be betook bim in
baste to following the Maid, thinking
tofind ber abiding bhim in some nook
of the pass.
§ = QWS OEVER, it was now twis
??@ lightor more, &, forall bis haste,
ZX dark night overtook bim,so that
perforcebewas stayed amidstthetans
gle of the mountain ways. AHnd, morer
over, ere the night was grown old, the
weather came upon him on the back of
agreat soutb wind, so that the moun~
tain nooks rattled and roared, & there
was therain & the bail,with thunderand
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lightning,monstrous and terrible, and @Walteris
all the buge array of a summer storm. troubled
S0 he was driven at last to crouch un-

dera big rock and abide the day,

CI’C not 80 were his troubles at
g an end. for under the said rock
i) be fell asleep, and when be a~

woke it was day indeed; but as to the
pass, the way thereby was blind with
the driving rain and the lowering lift;
sothat,thougb he struggled aswell as
bemigbtagainst the storm & the tans
gle, he made but little way.
:o»‘@*; ND now once more the thought
came on bim, that the Maid was
EAYA of the Tays, or of some race even
migbhtier; and it came on bimnownot
aserst,with balf fearand wholedesire,
but with a bitter oppression of dread,
of loss and misery; so that be began
to fear that she bad but won his (ove
to leave him and forget bim foranew:
comer, afterthe wontof fayswomen,as
old tates tell,

WO days bhe battled thus with

storm & blindness, & wanhope

of his life; For he was growing
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Pefinds weak & fordone. But the third morn-~

rest

ing the storm abated, though the rain
yet feltheavily,and be could see bis way
somewbat as well as feel it: withal be
found that now bis path was leading
bim downwards, Hs it grew dush, be
came down into a grassy valley with a
streamrunning througbittothesoutbh
ward, and the rain was now but little,
coming down but in dasbes from time
totime.Sohecreptdown tothe streamr
side, & lay amongst the bushes there;
& said to bimself, that on the morrow
be would get bim victual, so that be
might live to seck bis Maiden through
the wide world. Be was of somewbat
better beart: but now that he was laid
quict, & bad no more for that present
to trouble bim about the way, the an~
guish of bhis loss fell upon him the
keener, and he might not refrain bim
from lamenting his dear Maiden aloud,
asonewho deemed bimselfin the empr
ty wilderness: & thus be lamented for
ber sweetness and ber loveliness, and
thekindness of ber voice & ber speech,
& her mirth, Then he fell to crying out
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concerning the beauty of her shaping, Morning
| praising the parts of ber body, as her in the
({|face, and ber bands, and ber shoul - dale
ders, and ber feet, and cursing the evil
fate which bad sundered bim from the
friendliness of ber, and the peerless
fashion of her. '
Chapter XXX . Now theymeetagain &
o O] OMPLHINING thus~

DY) wise, be fell asleep from
sheer weariness, & when

J he awoke it was broad

\ day, calm and bright and
3 X Bad cloudless, with the scent
1 of the carth refreshed goingupintothe
beavens, and the birds singing sweetly
in the busbhes about him: for the dale
whereunto he was now come was a fair
and lovely place amidst the shelving
slopes of the mountains, aparadise of
the wilderness, and nougbt but plea-~
\? sant and sweet things were to be seen

there, now that the morn was 8o clear
and sunny.

Q =€ arose and looked about bim, &
y ;‘}g sawwbere,ahundredyardsaloof,
#X was a thicket of small wood, as

el




Now they thorn & elder & whitebeam, all wreaths

meet
again

¢d about with the bines of wayfaring
tree;itbida bight of the stream,which
turned round about it, and betwixt it
and Walter was the grass short and
thick,and sweet, & all beset with flows
¢rs; and he said to bimself that it was
even such a place as wherein the angels
were leading the Blessed in the great
painted paradise in the choir of the big
church at Langton on Boln, But lof
as be looked be cried aloud for joy, For
forth from the thicket on to the flow-~
ery grass cameone liketoanangel from
out of the said picture, whitesclad and
baresfoot, sweet of flesh, with bright
eyes and ruddy cheehks; For it was the
Maid herself. So be ran to ber, and she
abode bim, bolding forth kRind bands
to bim, and smiling, while shewept for
joy of the meeting. PBe threw bimself
upon her, and spared not to kiss ber,
ber cheeks and ber mouth, & ber arms
and bher shoulders, & wheresoever she
would sufferit, Till at last she drew a~
back a little, laughing on bim for love,
and said: forbear now, friend, foritis
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enougb for this time, and tell me bow Pereis
thou bhast sped & 1lI, ill, said be ¥ breakfast
{bat ails thee? she said & Punger,
he said, and longing for thee #% Well,
she said, me thou bast; there is oneiill
quenched; take my band, & we will s¢e
totheotherone & Sohetook her band,
and to bold it seemed to bim sweet bers
yond measure, But be looked up, and
saw a little blue smoke going up into
theair frombeyond thethicket;andhbe
laughed, for he was weak with bunger,
& be said: Who is at the cooking yon-~
der? % Thou shalt se¢e, she said; and
led bim therewith into the said thicket
&throughit,and lofafairlittlegrassy
place, full of flowers, betwixt the bushs
¢s and the bight of the stream; andon
the little sandy ere, just off the green ~
sward, was a fire of sticks, & besideit
two trouts lying, fat and red/flecked &
Pereis the breakfast, said she; when it
was time to wash the night off me ¢’en
now, I went down the strand bere into
the rippling sballow, & saw the bank
below it, where the water draws toge-
ther yonder,& deepens, thatit sgesmed
q 2



Shebeard tike to bold fish; and, whereas I look-

bhim that

ed tomeet thee presently, I groped the

lastnight pank for them, going softly; and lo

thou! Belpme now, that we cook them.
Othey roasted them on the red
@ embers,and Fell toand ate well,
both of them, and drank of the
waterof the streamoutofeachother’s
bollow bands; and that feast secemed

glorious to them, such gladness went
with it.

N~ CI‘C when they were done with
} their meat, alter said to the
A Maid: 4 Find bow didst thou

know that thou shouldst see me pre-~
sently? & She said, looking on bim
wistfully: This needed no wizardry, I
lay not so far from thee last night,
but that I beard thy voice and knew it
JI#Z Said be, Why didst thou not come
tome then, since thou heardest me bes
moaning thee? & She cast her ¢yes
down, and plucked at the flowers and
grass, and said: It was dear to bear
thee praising me; T knew not before
thatIwas sosoredesired, orthat thou
badst gahen such note of my body, &
22



found it sodear #FThensbhereddened She tells
sorely,and said: Lknew not thataught of ber
of me bad such beauty as thou didst fear
bewail & Hnd she wept for joy. Then
she looked on bim and smiled, & said:
Ailt thou have the very truth of it? I
went close up tO thee, and stood there
bidden by the bushes and the night.
Hndamidst thy bewailing, Lknew that
thou wouldst soon fallasleep, and in
sooth T outswaked thee.
@ﬁel\w’as she silentagainjand

he spakenot,butliookedon ber

shyly; and she said,reddening
yet more: furthermore, Lmustneeds
tell thee that I feared to go to thee in
the dark night,and mybeart 80 yearns
ing towards thee ¥ And she bung ber
bead adown ; but be said: Is it 80 in~
deed, that thou fearest me? Thendotb
that make me afraid... afraid of tby
nayssay. for I was going to entreat
thee, & say to thee: Beloved, we bave
now gone through many troubles; let
us now take a good reward at once, &
wed together, bere amidst this sweet
and pleasant houseof the mountains,
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She

ere we go furtheronour way; if indeed

wouldlive we go furtber at all. for where shall we

amidst
folk

find any place sweeter or bappier than
this?

57 CI‘C she sprang up to ber feet,
; and stood there trembling be-
(N J fore bim, because of ber love;

and sbhe said: Beloved, I bave deemed
thatitweregood forustogoseeckmans
kRind as tbey live in the world, and to
liveamongst them. And as for me, 1
will tell thee the sooth, to wit, that I
long for this sorely, for I feel afraid
in the wilderness, and as if I needed
belp and protection against my Mis~
tress, though she be dead; and I need
the comfort of many people, and the
throngs of the cities. I cannot for~
get ber: it was but last night that I
dreamed (Isupposeas the dawn grew
ascold) that I was yet under ber band,
and she was stripping me for the tor-
ment; so that I woke up panting and
crying out. I pray thee be not angry
with me for telling theeof mydesires;
Forif thouwouldstnot baveit so,then
bere wgl T abide with thee as thymate,
22



and strive to gather courage, Pe
=€ rose up and kissed ber face, Feareth
| & said: Nay, I bad in sooth no thecity
N mind to abide bere for ever; I
meant but thatwe should feast awbile
bere,and then depart: sooth itis, that
ifthoudreadest the wilderness, somer
what I dread the city ¥ She turned
pale, & said: Thou shalt bave thywill,
my friend, if it must be so. But be-
think thee! we be not yet at our jour-
ney’s end, and may bave many things
and much strife to endure, before we
be at peace and in welfare. Now shall
I tell thee ... did I not before?... that
while T am a maid untouched, my wiss
dom, and somedeal of migbt, abidetb
with me, and only so long. Therefore
Lentreat thee, let us go now, side by
side, out of this fair valley, even as we
are, s0 that my wisdom and might
may belp thee at need. for, my friend,
Lwould not that our lives be short, s0
much of joy as bath now come into
them & Yea, beloved, be said, let us
on straightway then, and shorten the

while that sunderethb us & J.ove, she
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They said, thou shalt pardon me one time

leave that for all, But this is to be said, that I

dale know somewbat of the baps that lie
a little way abead of us; partly by my
tore, and partly by what I learned of
this land of the wild folk whiles thou
wert lying asleep that morning.,
x*\w they left that pleasant place
by the water, and came into the
ES=74 open valley, and went their ways
tbrougb the pass;and it soon became
stony again, as theymounted the bent
which went up from out the date. AHnd
when they came to the brow of the
said bent, they bad a sightof theopen
country lying fair and joyous in tbhe
sunshine, & amidst of it, against the
blue hills, the walls and towers of a
great city ## Then said the Maid: O,
dear friend, (0 you! is not that cura-~
bode that lieth yonder,andis so beau-~
teous? Dwell not our friends there,
and our protection against uncouth
wigbts, and mere evil things in guile-
ful shapes? O city,Lbid thee bail ! &
But Walter looked on ber, and smiled
somewbat; and said: I rejoice in thy
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joy. But there be evil things in yonder Of the
city also, though they benot fays nor city which
devils, or it is like tono city that L wot they see
of. Hnd in every city shall foes grow aloof
up to us without rbyme or reason, and

life therein shall be tangled unto us

B Yea,she said; but in the wilderness
amongst the devils, what was to be
donebymantymigbtorvaliancy? There

badst thou to fall back upon the guile

and wizardry which I bad filched from

my very foes.But when we come down

yonder, then shall thy valiancy prevail

to cleave the tangle for us. Or at the
least,itshallleaveatale of thee behind,

& 1 shall worship thee & De laughed,

and bis face grew brighter: Mastery

mows the meadow, quoth be, and one

man is of little might against many.
But I promisetheeIsbhalinotbesloths
fulbefore thee.
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Chapter XXXL. They come upon new
FOlR 3 %

i)

the pass narrowed so

NOYL Y47
aﬂ{ 2
] much, that they went
(D

AITPH that they went
down from thebent a~
gainandcametowbere

0)
A betwixt a steep wall of

D rockon ¢ither side; but afteran bour’s
/ 4‘ going, the said wall gave back sudden-
k

0

\ | Ly, and, or they were ware almost, they
cameon another dale like to that which

y they bad left, but not so fair, thougb
) it was grassy and well watered, & not

amidst of it a throng of men, mostly
weaponed, and with borses ready sads
dled atband. So they stayed their fect,
>/ & Walter’s beart faited bim, for be said
D to bimself: Who wotteth what these
men may be, save that they be aliens?
Itis most likethat we shall betakenas
thralls; and then, at the best, we shall
be sundered; & thatis all one with the

= 80 big cither. But bere indeed befell a
NG change to them; for (o1 tents and pa-
‘-\\ ’ vilions pitched in the said valley, and

\




worst. They
\f'@? AT the Maid, when she saw the come
borses, & the gay tents, and the amongst
R pennonsfluttering, & the glitter those

of 5pears, and gleaming of white ar~ MeN
mour, smote ber palms together for
joy, and cried out: Pere now are come
the folk of the city forourwelcoming,
and fair and tovely are they, & of many
things shalltheybe thinking, &amany
things shall they do, and we shall be
partakers thereof. Come then, and let
usmeet them, fair friend 1 FBut Wal-~
tersaid:Hlas!tbou knowestnot:would
that we might flee! But now is it over
late; 80 putwe a good faceon it,and go
to them quicetly, as erewbile we did in
the Bearscountry.

QO did they; and there sundered
@sﬁc from the mensatzarms and

came to those twain, and made
bumbleobeisance to Walter, but spake
noword,Thentheymadeas they would
lead them to the others, and the twain
went with them wondering, and came
into the ring of mensatsarms, & stood

before an old boar knight, armed all,
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They are save bis bead, with most goodly ar-

borne
away

mour, and be¢ also bowed before Wal-~
ter,butspakenoword. Thenthey took
them to the master pavilion,and made
signs to them tosit, and they brought
them dainty meat and good wine. Hnd
thewbileof their eating arose up a stir
about them; and when they were done
with theirmeat,theancient knightcame
tothem,stillbowingincourtecus wise,
and did them towit by signs that they
should depart: & when they were with:
out,theysawalltheothertents struch,
and men beginning to busy them with
striking the pavilion, and the others
mounted and ranked in good order for
theroad; & thereweretwoborseslitters
before them, wherein they were bidden
to mount, Walter in one, and the Maid
in the other, and no otherwise might
they do. Then presently was a horn
blown, & all took totheroad together;
and alter saw betwixt the curtainsof
the litter that mensatzarms rode on
cither side of bim, albeit they bad left
bim bis sword by bis side.

234



| passes, and before sunset were ofF a City

d gotten into the plain; but they
made no stay for night:fall, save to eat
amorsel and drink a draught, going
througb the night as men who knew
theirway well, Hs they went,{alter worn
dered what wouldbetide, andif perad-
venture theyalsowould be foroffering
them up to their Gods; whereas they
werealiens forcertain, &belikealso Sar
racens, Moreover there was a cold fear
athisbheart thatheshould besundered
from the Maid, whereas theirmasters
now were mighty men of war, bolding
in their bands that which atl men de~
sire, to wit, the manifest beauty of a
woman. Vet bestrove to think thebest
ofittbathemigbt. Hndsoatlast,when
the night was far spent, and dawn was
athand,they stayedatagreat&mighty
gate in a buge wall, There they blew
loudly on the horn thrice, & thereafter
thegates wereopened,&theyallpassed
through intoastreet, which seemed to
Walter in the glimmer tobe both great

& goodlyamongst theabodes of men.
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H palace Then it was but a little ere they came
intoasquare,widesspreading, oneside
whereof Walter took tobethe frontof
amost goodly house. There thedoors
of thecourt opened to themoreverthe
born might blow, though, forsooth,
blow it did loudly three times; all they
entered therein, and men came to Wal~
terand signed to bim to alight, Sodid
be, & would bave tarried to look about
for the Maid, but they suffered it not,
butled bimupabugestairintoacham-~
ber, very great,and but dimly lighted
because of its greatness. Then they
brought bim toabed dight as fairas
might be, & made signs to him to strip
and lie therein, Perforcebedid so, and
then they bore away bisraiment, & left
bim lying there. Sobe lay therequietly,
deeming it no avail for bim, amother-
naked man, to seck escape thence; but
it was long ere hemigbt sleep,because
of bis trouble of mind. At last, pure
weariness got the better of bis bopes
and fears, and be fell into slumber just
as the dawn was passing into day.
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Chapter XXXII. Of the new King of
the City and Land of Stark swall ¥,

s%’d PEN be awoke again the
: ‘g 3] sun was shining brightly
y fg\ { intothatchamber, and be

¥ looked, and bebeld that it
\ ¥4 was peerless of beauty &
TRl viches, amongst all that
be bad ever seen: the ceiling done with
goldandoverssea blue; thewalls bung
with arras of the fairest, though he
migbt not tell what was the bistory
done therein. The chairs and stools
were of carven work well bespainted, &
amidmost was a great ivory chair un~
der a cloth of estate, of bawdekin of
gold and green,much bespearled; & all
the floor was of fine work alexandrine.
=€ looked on all this, wondering
,@ wbhat bad befallen bim, when lof
XX there came folk into thechamber,

to wit, two serving:men wellsbedight,
and three old men clad in rich gowns
of silk, These came to bim and ‘(stnll
by signs, without speech) bade bim a-~
rise and come with them ; and whenbe




Walteris badethem ook toitthat he wasnaked,
taken to and laughed doubtfully, they neither
thebath (aughed in answer, noroffered bimany
raiment, butstillwould bave bimarise,
and he did so perforce. They brought
bhimwith themout of the chamber, and
througb certain passages pillared and
goodly, till they came to a bath as fair
asanymigbt be; and there the servingr
men washed bim carefully & tenderty,
theoldmen lookingon the while.ben
it was done, still they offered not to
clothe bim, but led bim out, & througb
the passages again, back to the cham-
ber. Only this time he must pass be-
tween a double bedge of men, some
weaponed, somein peacefularray, but
allclad gloriously, & full chieftainslike
ofaspect,either forvaliancy orwisdom

f’\ AN the chamber itself was now a
%; % concourse of men, of great es~
~—= tate by deeming of their array;
but all these were standing orderly in
a ring about the ivory chair aforesaid.
Now said Walter to bimself: Surelyall
this looks toward the knife and the

altar for me; but he kept a stout couns
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tenance despite ofall, The two

72N O they led bim up to the ivory raiments
gj chair, & bebebeld on eitherside
AN thereof a bench, & on each was

laidaset of raiment fromtbeshirt up-
wards ; but there was much diversity
betwixt these arrays, foronewas allof
robes of peace, glorious & begemmed,
unmeet for any saveagreat Ring; while
the other was warsweed, seemly, well-
fashioned, but little adorned; nay ra-
ther, wornand bestained with weatber,
and the pelting of the spearsstorm.
REZIOW those old men signed to
m Walter to take which of those
W\ raiments bewould,anddoiton.
Pe looked totherightand theleft, and
when be bad looked on the warsgear,
the heart arose in bim, and be called to
mind the array of the Goldings in the
forefront of battle, and be made one
step toward the weapons, and laid bis
band thereon. Thenranagladmurmur
through that concourse, and }he old
men drewup tobim smiling & joyous,
and belped bim to do them on; &asbhe

took up the helm, henoted thatoverits
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Walter broad brown iron sat a golden crown.

taketb the FZ=O when be was clad & weaponed,

warsgear girt with a sword, & a steel axe in
74 bis band, the elders showed bim
to theivory throne, and he laid the axe
on the arm of the chair, and drew forth
the sword from the scabbard, and sat
bim down, and laid the ancient blade as
cross bhis knees; then be looked about
onthosegreat men, & spake: bowlong
shall we speak no word to cach other,
or is it so that God bath stricken you
dumb?
F”' PEN all they cried out with one
é@&‘ voice: HIl hail to the King, the
X King of Battle! @S pake Walter:
If 1 be king, will ye do my willas I bid
you? ## Hnswered the elder: Nought
bave we will to do, lord, save as thou
biddest Z Said Walter: Thou then,wilt
thou answer aquestion in all truth? &
Yea, lord, said the elder,if Lmay live afy
terward ZFThen said Walter: The wor
man thatcame withmeintoyourCamp
of the Mountain, what bhath befallen
ber? & The elder answered : Noughbt

batbbefallen ber,either of goodorevil,
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save that she bath sleptand eaten and The Ring
batbed ber, Wbat, then, is the King’s command:
~ pleasure concerning ber? ## That ye eth cons
bring ber bither to me straightway, cerning
said Walter g#Yea,said the elder; & in the Maid
what guise shall we bring ber bither?
shall she be arrayed as a servant,or a
great lady? & Then Walter pondered
awbhile,and spake atlast: Hsk herwbat
i8 ber will berein, and as she will bave
it,s0 let it be. But set ye another chair
beside ming, & (ead ber thereto. Thou
wise old man, send oneortwo to bring
berin hitber, but abide thou,for I bave
a question or two to ask of thee yet.
Hnd ye, lords, abide bere the coming
of my shesfellow, if it weary you not.

QO the elder spaketothreeof the
@ most honourable of the lords,

& they went their ways tobring
inthe Maid.
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Chapter XXXIIIL. Concerning the fa-

shionof King/makingin Starkswall «3*
e EHANWDBHIL E the King

c spaketotheelder, & said:
Now tellmewbereof Lam

become king,and what is

the fashion and cause of

==t the kingmaking; for won

drous it is to me, whereas T am but an
alien amidst of mighty men ¥ Lord,
said theold man,thou art beeome king
of a migbhty city, which bath under it
many other cities and wide lands, and
bavens by the searsside, and which lacks
eth no wealth which men desire. Many
wise men dwell therein, and of fools
not moretban in otber lands. Hvaliant
bost shall Follow thee to battle when
needs must thou wend afield ; an bost
not to be withstood, save by the anci~
ent Godrfolk, if any of them were left
upon the carth,asbelike noneare, And
astothe name of our said city, it bight
the City of the Starkswall, or more
shortly, Starkswall, Now as to the fa~
shion of our kingrmaking: If our king



dieth & leaveth an beir male, begotten Theproof
of his body, then is be Ring after bim; of a true
but if be die & leave no beir, then send king-
we out a great lord, with knigbts and 8ending
sergeants, to that pass of the moun~
tain whereto ye came yesterday; & the
first man thatcometb unto them, they
take & lead to the city,as they did with
thee,lord. For we believe and trow that
of old time our forefathers came down
fromthemountains by that same pass,
poor and rude, but full of valiancy, bes
fore they conquered these lands, and
builded the Starkswall, But now fur~
thermore,when we bave gotten the said
wanderer, & brought bim bome to our
city, we bebold bim mothermaked, all
the great men of us, botb sages & wars
riors; then if we find bim ill,fashioned
and counterfeit of bis body,we roll bim
ina great carpet till be dies; or whiles,
if be be but a simple man, and without
guile, we deliver bim for thrall to some
artificéer amongst us, as a shoemaker,
awrigbt, or what not, & soforget bim.
But in cither case wemake asifno such
man bad come to us, and we send again
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The proof the lord and bis knights to watch the

again

pass; for we say that such an one the
fathers of old time bave not sent us.
Butagain,when webave seen to thenewr
comer that be is well.fashioned of his
body,allis not done; for we deem that
never would the fatbhers send us a dolt
oracraven to beour Ring. Therefore we
bid the naked one take to bim which he
will of these raiments, either the an~
cient armour, which now thou bearest,
lord, or this golden raiment here; and
if betakethe warsgear, as thou takedst
it, King, itiswell; but if be take the rair
ment of peace, then bath be the choice
cither to bethrall of somegoodman of
the city, or to be proven bow wise be
may be, & so fare the narrow edge be-
twixt death and kingship; for if be fall
short of bis wisdom, then shall be die
the death. Thus is thy question an-
swered, King, and praise be to the fa-
thers that they bave sent us one whom
none may doubt, either for wisdom or
valiancy.
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Chapter XXXIV. Now cometh the
Matd to the King % &
=ADEN all they bowed be-~
§ fore the King, & hespake
again:What is that noise
thatl hearwithout, asifit
were the rising of the sea
' onasandy shore,whenthe
soutblwest wind is blowing? # Then
the elder opened hbis mouth to answer;
but before he might get out the word,
there was a stir without the chamber
door, and the throng parted, and lof
amidst of them came the Maid, & she
yet clad in nought save the white coat
wherewith she bad won througb the
wuldemess, save that on her head was
a garland of red roses, and ber middle
was wreatbed with the same. fresb &
fan' she was as the dawn of June; ber
face brigbt,redlipped,and cleamyed,
and ber cheeks flushed with bope and
love, Shewent straight toWalter where
he sat, and lightly put away with ber
band the elder who would lead ber to
the ivory throne beside the King; but




Sheis set she knelt down before bim, & laid ber

in the
Queen’s
seat

hand on bis steelsclad knee, and said:
O my lord,nowIsecetbhat thou bast bes
guiled me,and that thou wert allalong
a kingsborn man coming bome to thy
realm. But so dear thou bast been to
me; and so Fair and clear, and so kind
witbal do thine ¢ye¢s shine on me from
under the grey warsbelm, thatI will ber
seech thee not to cast me out utterly,
but suffer metobethy servant & hands
maid for a while. ilt thou not?

N (I‘C the King stooped down to
g ber and raised ber up, & stood
S on his feet,and took ber bands
and Rissed them,and set ber down ber
side bim, and said to her: Sweetheart,
this is nowthy place till thenight comr
¢eth,evenbymyside @S0 she satdown
there meek and valiant, ber bands laid
in ber lap, & ber feet one over the oth~
er; while the King said: Lords, thisis
my beloved, & my spouse. Now, therer
fore,if ye will baveme for King,ye must
worship this one for Queen and Lady;
or ¢else suffer us both to go our ways
in peace.
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PEN all they that were in the Hll those
, chamber cried out aloud : The love the
Queen, the Lady! The beloved Maid
of our lord 1 And this cry came from
their bearts, & not their lips only; for
as they looked on ber, and the bright-~
ness of her beauty, they saw also the
meekness of her demeanour, and the
higb heart of ber, & they all fell to lov~
ing ber. But the young men of them,
theirchecks flushedas they bebeld ber,
: J?oandtbeir beartswentoutto ber,& they

—

drew their swords & brandisbed them
aloft, & cried out for her as men made
suddently drunk with love: TheQueen,
the Lady, the tovely onef!
Chapter XXXV.Ofthe King of Starks
walland his Queen 2% &% 7
N \\; TT while this betid, that
A murmur without, which
Q‘N is aforesaid,grew louder;
! & it smoteon the King’s
i car, and be said again to
= the elder: Tellus now of
that noise withoutward, whatis it? %
Said the elder: If thou, King, and the
Queen, wilt butariseand stand in the

Y




Now they window,and go forth into the banging

lockon

gallery thereof, then sball ye know at

thethrong once what is this rumour, and there-~

of the
folk

withal shall ye¢ se¢ a sight meet to re~
joice the heart of a Ring new comeinto
Ringsbhip.

7N O the Ringarose & took the Maid
@ by the hand, & went to the win-
=2 dowand loocked forth; and o the
great square of the place all thronged
with folk as thick as they could stand,
and the more part of the carles witha
weaponin band, andmanyarmed right
gallantly. Then he went out into the
gallery with bisQueenstillbolding ber
band, and bis lords & wise men stood
bebind bim, Straightway then arosea
cry,and a shout of joy & welcome that
rent thevery heavens, & thegreatplace
was all glittering and strange with the
tossing up of spears & the brandish-
ing of swords, & the stretching forth
of bands.,

“@‘? aTtheMaid spake softly toKing
‘ Walter and said: Pere thenisthe
eZAwilderness left bebindalong way
and bege is warding and protection a-
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gainst the foes of our lifeand soul, O The talk
blessed bethou & thyvaliant beart @ of two
But Walter spake nothing, but stood neigh-
asoneinadream; & yet, if that might bours
be, bis longing toward ber increased
manifold, -

C[‘C down below, amidst of the
§ throng, stood two neighbours
==F)somewbatanigh tothewindow;
and quoth one to the other: See thou
the new man in the ancient armour of
the Battle of the Waters, bearing the
sword tbat slew the foeman king on
the Day of the Doubtful Onscet! Surer
ty this is a sign of goodsluck to usall
JFYea, said the second, he beareth bis
armour well, and the ¢yes are bright in
the bead of bim; but bast thou bebeld
well bis shesfellow, and what the like
of ber is? @1 see ber, said the other,
thatsheisafairwoman; yet somewbat
worse clad than simply. Sbe is in ber
smock, man, and wereitnot for the ba-~
lusters T deem ye should see her bare~
foot, What is amiss with her? Z#FDost
thounotseeher,said thesecond neighr
bour, that she is not onlyafairwoman,
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The King but yet more, one of those lovely ones
& Queen  that drawthe beart out of aman’s bo~
arrayed  (y, one may scarce sayforwhy? Surely

anew

Starks/wall bath cast a lucky net this
time. AHnd as to ber raiment, I see of
her that sheiscladin white & wreathed
with roses, but that the flesh of ber is
s0 wholly pure & sweet that it maketb

alt herattirebutapartofber body,and

balloweth it, so that it batb the sem-~
blanceofgems, Hlas, my friendf letus
hope that this Queen will fare abroad
unseldom amongst the people.

BC[S, then, they spake; butafter
awbhile the King & his matewent
X back into the chamber, & be gave
command that the womenofthe Queen
should come and fetch ber away, to ats
tireberinroyalarray. And thithercame
thefairest of the bonourable damsels,
&were fain ofbeing berwaiting:women,.
Therewitbal the King was unarmed, &
dightmost gloriously,butstillbebore
the Sword of the King’s Slaying: and
sithence were the King and the Queen
brought into the great ball of the pa-

lace, and theymet on thedais, & kissed
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before the tords and other folk that They ride
thronged theball,Theretheyateamor- to the
sel and drank a cup together, whilealt church
bebeld them; & then were they brought

forth, & awbiteborseof thegoodliest,
wellbedight,broughtforeach of them,

and thereon they mounted, and went

their ways together, by the lane which
thebuge throng made forthem, to the
greatchurch, for theballowingand the
crowning; & theywereled byonesquire

alone, and be unarmed; for such was

the custom of Starkswall when a new

king should be ballowed: socamethey

to the great church (For that folk was

not miscreant, so to say), and they ens

tered it, they two alone, and went into
thechoir; & when theybad stood there
alittlewhilewonderingat theirlot,they

beard bow the bellsfellarringing tune~

Fully over their beads; and then drew
nearthesoundof many trumpets blpw:

ing together, and thereafter thevoices

of many folk singing;and then were

the great doors thrown open, and the
bishop and bis priests came into the

church with singing and minstrelsy,
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and thereafter came the whole throng
of the folk, and presently the nave of
the church was filled by it, as when the
water follows the cutting of the dam,
and fills up the dyke, Thereafter came
the bishop & bis mates into the choir,
and came up to the King,and gave bim
and the Queen the kiss of peace. Then
wasmass sung gloricusly; and there-
afterwas theKinganointed&crowned,
& great joy was made throughout the
church. Hfterwards they went back a-
foot to the palace, they two alone to-
gether,withnonebuttheesquiregoing
before to show them: the way, AHnd as
they went, they passed close beside
those two neighbours, whose talk has
been told of afore, and the firstone, be
who bad praised the King’s warsarray,
spakeand said: Truly,neighbour, thou
artin the right of it; & now the Queen
bas been digbt duly, and bath a crown
on berbead, and is cladin white samite
done all over with pearls, I see ber to
beofexceeding goodliness;as goodly,
maybe, as theL.ord King & Quoth the

other: Untomesheseemethas shedid
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¢dennow; she is clad in white, as then Those
shewas, and it is by reason of the pure twoneighs
and sweet flesh of ber that the pearls bOUrs
shineout and glow, & by the boliness 93N
of her bodyis ber rich attire ballowed ;
but, Forsooth, it seemed to meas she
wentpast as though paradisebad come
anigb to our city, and that all the air
breathed of it. Solsay,praisebetoGod
and his Ballows who bath suffered ber
to dwellamongst us 1 g#F Said the first
man: forsooth,it is well; but knowest
thou atall whence she cometh, and of
what lineage she may be? @& Nay, said
the other,I wot not whence she is; but
this I wot full surely, that when she
goeth away, they whom sbhe leadeth
with ber shall be well bestead. Hgain,
of ber lincage noughtknowl; but this
1 know, that they that come of ber, to
the twentieth generation, shall bless
and praise thememory of ber, & hallow
ber name little legs than they ballow
the name of the Mother of God.

Ospakethosetwo;but theKing
@ and Queen cameback tothepa-

lace, & satamong the lordsand
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at the banquet which was beld there-
after, and long was the time of their
glory, till the night was far spent and
all men must sech to their beds.
Chapter XXXYVL, Of Walter and the
Maidin the daysof the Kingship &8 &
HONG it was, indeed, till
thewomen, by theKing’s
command, bad brought
the Maid to the King’s
chamber; and bemet ber,
: M & took her by the shoul~
dersand kissed her,and said: Hrtthou
not weary, sweetheart? Doth not the
city,and the thronging folk, and the
watching eyesof the greatones...doth
it not all liec heavy on thee, as it doth
upon me? ¥ She said: And where is
thecitynow? isnotthis thewilderness
again, and thou and I alone together
therein? @ Hegazedatbereagerty, and
she reddened, so that her eyes shone
lightamidst the darkness of the flush
of ber cheeks ## Be spake trembling
and softly,and said: Is it not in one
matter better than the wilderness? is
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not the fear gone, yea, every whittheresr The Maid
of 7. The dark flusb had leftber face, ungirdeth
& she looked on bim exceeding sweet~ berself
ly, and spoke steadily & clearly: Even
soitis, beloved. Therewith she set her
band to the girdle that girt ber loins,
and did it off, and beld it out toward
bim, and said: Pere is the token: this
isamaid’s girdle,and the womanisuns
girt Z#FSobetook thegirdle & herband
withal, & cast bis arms about ber: and
amidst the sweetness of their loveand
their safety, & assured bope of many
days of joy, they spake together of the
bours when they fared the razorsedge
betwixt guile & misery and death, and
the sweeter yetitgrew to them because
of it; and many things she told bim
ere the dawn, of the evil days bygone,
and the dealings of the Mistress with
ber,tillthegreydaystoleintotbechams
ber to make manifest ber toveliness;
which, forsooth, was better even than
the deeming of that man amidst the
throng whose heart bad beensodrawn
towards ber. Sothey rejoiced together
in the new day.
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The RKing aEBUAT when the fullday was, &TMats
dealeth g" ter arose, be called bis thanes &
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lors

2 wise men to the council; & first
be badeopen the prisonsdoors, & feed
the needy and clotbe them, and make
good cheer to all men, bigh and low,
rich & unrich; and thereafter be took
counsel with them on many matters,
and they marvelled at bis wisdom and
thehkeenness of his wit; and so it was,
thatsomewere but balf pleased theres
at,whercas they saw that theirwillwas
like to give way before bis in allmat-
ters. But the wiser of them rejoiced in
bim, and looked for good days while
bis life lasted.

OUWI of the deeds that be did, &
bis joys and bis griefs, the tale
shall teltno more; nor of how he
saw Langton again, and his dealings
there y% In Starkswall be dwelt, and
reigned a King, well beloved of bis
FolRk, sorely feared of their foemen.
Strife be bad to deal with,at home and
abroad; but therein be was not quell-
ed, till be fell asleep fair and softly,
when tgis world bad no more of deeds
25



for bim to do. Normay it be said that
the needy lamented bim; for no needy
bad be left in bis own land. And few
foes be left bebind to bate bim.,
{cﬁ@“} to the Maid, she 80 waxed in
> loveliness and Rindness, that it
LK was a year’s joy forany to bave
cast eyes upon berinstreetor on field.
HU wizardry left her since the day of
ber wedding; yet of wit and wisdom
she bad enougb left, and to spare; for
sheneeded no going about, & noguile,
anymore than bard commands,tobave
ber will done. So loved she was by all
folk, forsooth, that it was a mere joy
for any to go about ber errands. To
be short, she was the land’s increase,
and the city’s safeguard, and the bliss
of the folk.

OMEUWDHT, as the days pas-
@ sed, it misgave ber tbat she

bad beguiled the Bearsfolk to
deem her their God; & she considered
and thought bow sbe might atone it.
JZ S0 the second year after they bad
come to Starkswall, she went with cer-
tain folk to the bead of the pass that
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ted down to the Bears; and there she

Queen  gtayed the mensatzarms, and went on
goes to fyrther with a two score of busband-
ViSit the ynen whom she bad redeemed from

Bears

thralidom in Starkswall; & wbhen they
were bard on the dales of the Bears,
she left them there in a certain little
dale, with their wains and borses, and
seedseorn, & iron tools, & went down
all birdsatlone to the dwelling of those
buge men, unguardednow by sorcery,
and trusting in nougbt but ber loveli-
ness and kindness, Clad shewasnow,
as when she fled from the Wood be-
yond the World, in a short white coat
alone, with bare feet and naked arms;
but the said coat was now embroider~
ed with the imagery of blossoms in
silk and gold, and gems, whereas now
ber wizardry bad departed from ber.
S0 she came to the Bears, and they
knew her at once, and worshipped and
blessed ber, and Feared ber. But she
told them tbat she badagiftfor them,
and was come togive it; and therewith
she told them of the art of tillage,and

bade tl8oem learn it; & when they asked
25



her how they should do so, she told ey gift
them of the men who were abiding to them
them in the mountain dale, and bade
thbeBears take them for their brothers
and sons of the ancient fathers, and
then they should be taugbt of them.
This they bebight ber to do, and so
she led them to where ber freedmen
lay, whom the Bears received with all
joy and lovingrkindness, & took them
into their Folk J# So they went back
to their dales together; but the Maid
went ber ways back to ber menrsat-
arms and the city of Starkswall,
PEREHFTER shesentmore
@gifta &messages totheBears,
but neveragain went berself to
seethem; forasgoodafaceasshe put
onit that last time, yet ber beart wax-~
ed cold with fear, and italmost seem-~
ed to ber that ber Mistress was alive
again,and thatshe was ¢escaping from
ber & plotting against her once more.
&»1@5 S for the Bears, they throveand
multiplied; till at last strife a~
20 yose great & grim betwixt them
& other peoples; for they bad become
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migbtyinbattle: yea,once & againthey
met the bost of Starks/wallin fight, &
overtbrew and were overtbrown, But
that was a long while after the Maid
bhad passed away.

QW of Walter and the Maid is no
m more tobe told, saving that they

begatbetweenthemgoodlysons
and fair daughters; whereof came a
greatlineagein Starkswall; which lines
age was so strong, & endured so long
a while, that by then it bad died out,
Folk bad clean forgotten their ancient
customof king/making; so that after
Watterof Langton there was neverans
other king that came down to them
poor & lonely from out of the Moun-
tains of the Bears.
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PERE ends the tale of the Wood beyond
the World, made by William Morris, and
printed by bim at the Kelmscott Press,
Qpper Mall, Pammersmith, finished the
30th day of May, 1894.

Solcl by William Morris, at the Kelmscott
Press.
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