
tfie raooD b€yo^d rRe giorld.
BY mJvMHJM JVIORRIS.



 



 



 



vnewoodBeYONomeworld
Chapter X♦ Of Golden Walter and his
father ,4* ,4*

HGO
cneRe mns
HYOajsTG]VIH]Sr
D^aejvMN^lN
HGReHCHISTD
goodly city by
the seawhich had
tonameLangton
on fjolm. F)ewas

£8but of five and
twenty winters, a fair/faced man, yel¬
low/haired, tall andstrong; ratherwiser
than foolisher than young men are
mostly wont; a valiant youth,& a kind;
not of many words but courteous of
speech; noroisterer,noughtmasterfu l,
but peaceable and knowing how to for/
bear: in a fray a perilous foe, & a trusty
war/fellow. f>is father, with whom he
was dwelling when this tale begins,was
a great merchant, richer than a baron of
the land, a head/man of the greatest of
the Lineages of Langton, and a captain
of the porte; he was of the Lineage of <
the Goldings, therefore was he called



Of the Bartbolomew ©olden,& his son Gold/
wife of en^alter^JSowyemaywell deem that
Golden such a youngling as this was looked
Walter Upon by all as a lucky man without a

lack; but there was this flaw in his lot,
whereas he had fallen into the toils of
loveofawornan exceeding fair, andhad
taken her towife, shenoughtunwilling
as it seemed. But when they had been
wedded some six months he found by
manifest tokens, thathis fairnesswas
not so much to her but that she must
seek to the foulness ofoneworser than
he in all ways; wherefore his rest de¬
parted from him, whereas he hated her
for her untruth and her hatredof him;
yet would the sound of her voice, as
she came & went in the house, make his
heart beat; and thesightof herstirred
desire within him, so that he longed
for her to be sweet and kind with him,
and deemed that, might it be so, he
should forget all the evil gone by. But
it was not so; for ever when she saw
him, her face changed, and her hatred
of him became manifest, and howso¬
ever she were sweet with others, with
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him she was hard arid sour. Of father

HO this went on a while till the and sonchambers ofhis father's house,
yea the very streets of the city,

became loathsome to him; and yet he
called to mind that the world was wide
and he but a young man. So on a day as
he sat with his father alone, he spake
to him and said: father, 1 was on the
quays even now, and X looked on the
ships that were nigh boun, & thy sign
1 saw on a tall ship that seemed to me
nighest boun. CClill it be long ere she
sail ?jg?]Nay, said his father, thatship,
which bight the Katherine, will they
warpoutofthe haven in twodays' time.
But why askest thou of berP^'Cbe
shortestword is best, father,saidCdab
ter, and this itis, that!would depart in
the said ship & see other lands a
andwhither,son ? said tbemercbantjgF
Cdhither she goeth, said dalter, for X
am illat ease at home, as thou wottest,
fatber^'Cbe merchant held his peace
awhile, and looked hard on his son, for
there was strong love between them;
but at last he said: Sdell son, maybe it
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flatter is were best for thee; but maybe also we
to depart shall not meet again J& Yet if we do

meet, father, then shalt thou see a new
man in me^Sdell, said Bartholomew,
at least 1 knowon whom to lay the loss
of thee, and when thou art gone, for
thou shalt have thine own way herein,
she shall no longer abide in my bouse*
]^ay, but it were for the strife that
should arise thenceforth betwixt her
kindred and ours, it should go some¬
what worse with her than that Said
Walter: X pray theeshame hernotmore
than needsmust be, lest, sodoing,thou
shame both me and thyself also
Bartholomew held his peace again for
awhile; then he said: Coeth she with
child, my son ? Walter reddened,
and said: X wot not; nor ofwhom the
child may be* tThen they both sat si¬
lent, till Bartholomew spake, saying:
'Cbe end of it is, son, that this is Mon¬
day, and that thou shalt go aboard in
the small hours of Wednesday; and
meanwhile X shall look to it that thou
go not away empty/handed; the skip¬
perof the Katherine is a good man and
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true, and knows the seas well; and my Of the
servant Robert the kow, who is clerk ship
of the lading, Istrustworthy andwlse, Katherine
and as myself In all matters that look
towards chaffer* 'Che Katherine Is new
and stout/bullded, & should be lucky,
whereas she Is under the ward of her
who Is the saint called upon In the
churchwhere thou wertchristened,and
myself before thee; & thymother, and
my father and mother all lie under the
chancel thereof, as thou wottest. JP
therewith the elder rose up and went
hiswaysabout his business, and there
was no more said betwixt him and his
son on this matter.
Chapter XX* ©olden Glalter takes ship
to sail the seas^?^

F>SJ^ Walter went down
to the Katherine next
morning, there was the
skipper Geoffrey, who
did him reverence, and
made him all cheer, and

showed him his room aboardship, and
the plenteous goods which his father
had sent down to the quays already,



Walter on such haste as he had made* CKalter
the quay thanked his father's love in his heart,

but otherwise took littleheed tobisaf/
fairs, butwore away the timeabout the
haven, gazing listlessly on the ships
thatwere making them ready outward,
or unlading, & the mariners and aliens
coming and going: and all these were
tohim as the curious images woven on
a tapestryjffRt last when he had well/
nigh come back again to the Katherine,
he saw there a tall ship, which he had
scarce noted before, a ship all/boun,
which had her boats out, and men sit¬
ting to the oars thereof ready to tow
her outwards when the hawser should
be cast off, and by seeming her marin¬
ers were but abiding for some one or
other to come aboard*

BO dalter stood idly watchingthesaid ship, and as he looked,
lot folk passinghim toward the

gangway*'Chese were three; first came
a dwarf, dark/brown of hue & hideous,
with long arms & ears exceeding great
and dog/teeth that stuck out like the
fangs of a wild beast* Re was clad in a
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rich coat of yellow silk, and bare in bis
band a crooked bow, and was girt with
a broad sax*

jrcSR bim came a maiden,
young by seeming, of scarce
twenty summers; fair of face

as a flower; grey/eyed, brown/batred,
with lips full&red, slim and gentle of
body* Simple was ber array, of a short
and strait green gown, so that on ber
right ankle was clear toseean iron ring*

BRSTL of the three was a lady,tall and stately, so radiant of
visage & glorious of raiment,

that it were bard to say what like she
was; for scarce might the eye gaze
steady upon ber exceeding beauty; yet
must every son of Hdam who found
himselfan igb ber, liftup bis eyes again
after be bad dropped them, and look
again on ber, and yet again & yetagain*
Gven so did Cdalter, and as the three
passed by bim, it seemed to bim as if
all the other folk there about bad van¬
ished andwere nought; nor bad beany
vision before bis eyes of any looking
on them,savehimselfaloneXbeywent
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Che
strange
ship
departs

over the gangway into the ship, and he
saw them go along the deck till they
came to the houseon the poop,and em
teredit, and were gone from his sight
jfi^Chere he stood staring, till little
by little the thronging people of the
quays came into his eye/shot again;
then he saw how the hawser was cast
otf and the boats fell to tugging the
big ship toward the harbour /mouth
with hale and how of men* 'Chen the
sail fell down from the yard and was
sheeted home and filled with the fair
wind as the ship's bows ran up on
the first green wave outside the haven*
Sven therewith the shipmen cast a-
broad a banner, whereon was done in a
green field a grim wolf ramping up a-
gainst a maiden, and so went the ship
upon her way*

stood awhile star¬
ing at her empty place where
the waves ran into the haven/

mouth, and then turned aside and to¬
ward the Katherine ;and at first he was
minded to go ask shipmaster Geof¬
frey of what he knew concerning the
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said ship and her alien way/farers; but Chose
then it came into his mind,that all this Chree
was but an imagination ordream of the again
day, & that he were best to leave it un¬
told to any* So therewith he went his
way from the water/side, and through
the streets unto his father’s house; but
when hewas but a littleway thence, and
the door was before him, him/seemed
for a moment of time that he beheld
thosethreecomingoutdown the steps
of stone and into the street; to wit the
dwarf, themaiden, and thestately lady:
but when he stood still to abide their
coming, and looked toward them, lot
there was nothing before him save the
goodly houseofBartholomewGolden,
and three children & a cur dog playing
about the steps thereof, & about him
were four or five passers/by going a-
bout their business* Chen was he all
confused in hismind,& knew not what
to make of it, whether those whom he
had seemed to see pass aboard ship
were but images of a dream, or child¬
ren of Hdam in very flesh*
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t:be M)0<nSOeveR, he entered the
images l|^f| house, and found his father in
abidewith the chamber, and fell to speech
him with him about theirmatters;but forall

that beloved his father, & worshipped
him as awise & valiant man, yet at that
hour he might not hearken the words
ofhismouth,somuchwashisminden/
tangled in the thought of those three,
and theywere ever before his eyes, as if
they had been painted on a table by the
bestof limners. Hndof the twowomen
he thought exceeding much, & cast no
wyte upon himself for running after
the desire of strange women, for he
said to himself that he desired not ei¬
ther of the twain; nay, he might not
tell which of the twain, the maiden or
the stately queen, were clearest to his
eyes; but sore he desired to see both of
them again, & to know what they were.

■Owore thehours till the tHednes/daymorning,and itwas tim e that
he should bid farewell to his fa¬

ther & get aboard ship; but his father
ledhim down to thequays andon to the
Katherine, and there tHalter embraced
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him, not without tears & forebodings;
for his heart was full* 'Chert presently
the old man went aland; the gangway
was unshipped, the hawsers cast off;
the oars of the towing boats splashed
in the dark water,the sail fell down from
the yard, and was sheeted home, & out
plunged the Katherine into the misty
sea and rolled up thegrey slopes, cast/
mg abroad her ancient withal,whereon
was beaten the token of Bartholomew
Golden, to wit a B and a G to the right
and the left, & thereabove a cross and
a triangle rising from the midst*

stood on the stem
and beheld,yet more with the
mind of him than with his

eyes; for it all seemed but the double
of what the other ship had done; and
he thought of it as if the twain were as
beads strung on one string& led away
by it into the same place, andthence to
go in the like order, & so on again and
again, and never to draw nigher to each
other*

Cdalter
sails
away
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ChapterHI* ^Halter heareth tidings of
the death of his father,*£,4*

HS'CsalledtheKatherlne
over the seas, & nought
befell to tell of, either to
herself or her crew* She
came to one cheaplng-
town & then to another,

and so on to a third and a fourth; & at
each was buying and selling after the
manner ofchapmen; & QJalter not only
looked on the doings of his father's
folk, but lenta hand, what hemlght, to
help them Inallmatters,whetherItwere
In seaman's craft, or In chaffer* Hnd
the further he went and the longer the
tlmewore,themorehewas eased of his
old trouble wherein his wlfe& hertrea/
son had to do J? But as for the other

I trouble, to wit his desire & longing to
come upwith those three, Ityet flicker/
ed before him; and though he had not
seen them again as one sees people In
the streets, and as If he might touch
them If hewould,yet were their Images
often before hismind's eye; andyet, as
time wore, not so often, nor so troubl-
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ously; & forsooth both to those about TZhe last
him and tohimself,he seemed asaman of the
well healed of his melancholy mood* cheaping/

■OCdthey leftthat fourth stead,& steadssailed over the seas, and came to
a fifth, a very great and fair city,

which they had made more than seven
months from Langton on F>olm; and
by this time was Walter taking heed &
joyance in such things as were toward
in that fair city, so far from his kin¬
dred, & especially he looked on the fair
women there, & desired them, & loved
them; but lightly, as befalleth young
men^JNow this was the last country
whereto the Katherine was boun; so
there they abode some ten months in
daily chaffer, and in pleasuring them
in beholding all that there was of rare
and goodly, & making merry with the
merchants and the towns/folk,and the
country/folk beyond the gates, and
Cdalter was grown as busy and gay as
a strong young man is like to be,& was
as one who would fain be of some ac¬
count amongst his own folk But at
the end of this while, it befel on a day,
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H mes¬

senger
of evil

as he was leaving his hostel for his
booth in the market, & had the door in
his hand, there stood before him three
mariners in the guise of his own coun¬
try, and with them was one of clerkly
aspect, whom he knew at once for his
father's scrivener, Hrnold penstrong
by name; andwhen Walter sawhimhis
heart failed him and he cried out: Hr¬
nold, what tidings ? Is all well with the
folk at kangton ?JPSa\d Hrnold: 6vil
tidings are come with me; matters are
illwith thy folk; forlmay not hidethat
thy father, Bartholomew ©olden, is
dead, God rest his soul.

BV that word it was to tQalter asifall that trouble which but now
had sat so light upon him, was

once again fresh and heavy, & that his
past life of the last few months had
never been; and it was to him as if he
saw his father lying dead on his bed,
and heardthefolk lamentingabout the
house. f)e held his peace a while, and
then he said in a voice as of an angry
man: Cdhat Hrnold t and did he die in
his bed, or how? for he was neither old
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nor ailing when we partedJ&Said Hr- H tale of
nold: in his bed he died: but first strife
hewas somewhatsword/bltten^Yea,
& how ? quoth Walter\&Said Hmold:
Cdhen thou wert gone, In a few days'
wearing, thy father sent thy wife out
of his house back to her kindred of
the Reddings with no honour, and yet
with no such shame as might have
been,wlthoutblametousofthosewho
knew the tale of thee and her; which,
God/a/mercy, will be pretty much the
whole of the city ^Nevertheless, the
Reddings took Itamiss, &would have
a mote with us Goldings to talk of
booting* By lll/luck we yea/sald that
for the saving of the city's peace* But
what betid? 3de met In ourGlld/hall,&
there befell the talk between us; andln
thattalk certain wordscouldnotbehld/
den, though they werenon e too seem ly
nor toom eek♦ Hnd the saidwords once

spoken drew forth the whetted steel;
& there then was the hewing& thrust/
Ingf 'Cwo of ours were slain outright
on thefloor,andfouroftheirs, &many
were hurt on either side* Of these was
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H bidding tby father,foras thou maystwell deem,
to return be was nought backward in the fray;

but despite bis hurts, two in the side
and one on the arm, be went home on
bis own feet, &we deemed thatwe bad
come to our above* But well/a/way t it
was an evilvictory, whereas in ten days
be diedofbis burts*God have bis soul!
But now my master, thou maystwell
wot that X am not come to tell thee this
only, but moreover to bear theword of
the kindred, towit that thou come back
with me straightway in the swift cut-
terwbicb bath bomeme&tbetidings;
and thou mayst look to it, that though
she be swiftand light, she is a keel full
weatberly*

ft0JS- said Walter: Cbts is a bid/
ding of war* Come back will!,
and the Reddings shall wot of

my coming* Hre ye all/boun ?J& Yea,
said Hmold, we may up anchor this
very day, or to/morrow mom at latest*
Butwhataileth thee, master, thatthou
starest so wild over my shoulder? 1
praytheetakeitnotsomuch to heart!
6ver it is the wont of fathers to de-
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part this world before their sons.

Here malted s visage from wrath/fill red had become pale, and he
pointed up street, and cried out:

kookl dost thou see? See what,
master? quoth Hrnold: Sdhatt here
cometh an ape in gay raiment; belike
the beast of some jongleur. ]Say, by
God’s wounds t ’tis a man, though he
be exceeding mis/shapen like avery de/
vil. Yea and now there cometh a pretty
maidgoingasifshewereofhismeney;
and lot here, a most goodly and noble
lady t Yea, Xsee; & doubtless sheown -
eth both the two, and is of the greatest
of the folk of this fair city; for on the
maiden’sanklelsawan iron ring,which
betokeneth tbralldom amongst these
aliens. But this is strange t for notest
thou not how the folk in thestreet heed
not this quaint show; naynot even the
stately lady, thoughshe beas lovelyas
a goddess of the gentiles, and beareth
on her gems that would buy kangton
twice over; surely they must be over¬
wont to strange and gallant sights.
Butnow,master,butnowtj^Y^a,what
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rbey are is it? said Walterj^GIby, master, they
gone sbouldnotyetbegoneoutofeye/sbot,
suddenly yet gone they are J& CIbat is become

of them, are they sunk into tbe earth?
TIusb, manf said Walter, looking not
on Hrnold, but still staring down tbe
street; they have gone intosome bouse
while thine eyeswere turned from them
a moment Jf ]^ay master, nay, said
Hrnold, mine eyes were not off them
one instant of time* ?Hell, said Walter,
somewhat snappishly, they are gone
now, and what have we to do to heed
such toys, we with all this grief and
strife on our bands ? ]Now would X be
alone to turn tbe matter of thine er¬
rand over in my mind JP JMeantime do
thou tell tbe shipmaster Geoffrey and
our other folk of these tidings, and
thereafterget thee all ready; and come
hither tome beforesunrise to/morrow,
and X shall be ready for my part; & so
sail we back to kangton*

BF)0RG3CIXX3f) he turned him backinto the house, ^theothers went
their ways; but Walter sat alone

in his chamber a long while, and pon-
18



dered these things in his mind. Hnd (Halter
whiles he made up his mind that he ponder-
would think no more of the vision of
those three, but would fare back to mattcr
kangton, and en ter in to the strifewith
the Reddings & quell them, ordie else.
But lo, when he was quite steady in
this doom, & his heart was lightened
thereby, he found that he thought no
moreof the Reddingsand theirstrife,
but as matters that were passed and
done with, & that now hewas thinking
and devising if by any means hemight
tindout in what landdwelt those three.
Hnd then again he strove to put that
from him,saying thatwhat he hadseen
was but meet for one brainsick, and
a dreamerof dreams.But furthermore
he thought, Yea, and was Hmold, who
this last time had seen the images
of those three, a dreamer of waking
dreams? for he was nought wonted in
such wise; then thought he:Ht least
lam well content that he spake to me
of their likeness, not X to him; for so
X may tell that therewas at least som e/
thing before my eyes which grew not
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out of mine own brain* Hnd yet again,
why should X follow them; and what
should X get by it; & indeed how shall
Uset about it?

f)OS he turned the matterover

k andover ;&at lastseeing that if
he grew no foolisher over it, he

grewnowiser,he becameweary thereof,
and bestirred him, & saw to the truss¬
ing up of his goods, & made all ready
>for his departure, and so wore the day
and sleptatnightfall; andatdaybreak
comes Hrnold to lead him to theirkeel,
which hight theBartholomew. F)e tar¬
ried nought, &with few farewells went
aboard ship, & an hour after theywere
in the open sea with the ship's head
turned toward Langton on f)olm.
ChapterXV. Storm befalls the Bartho/
lomew,& she is driven offher course,*?

lOGd swiftsailed theBar-
tholomew for fourweeks
toward the north /west
with a fair wind, and all.
was well with ship and

19 crew. Chen thewinddied
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scarcemade wayatall, thoughshcroll/ H calm
ed in a great swell of the sea, so great,
that it seemed to ridge all the main a-
thwart* JMoreover down in thewestwas
a great bank of cloud huddled up in
haze, whereas for twenty days past the
sky had been clear,save fora few bright
white clouds flying before the wind*
JNow the shipmaster, a man right cun¬
ning in his craft, looked long on sea&
sky, and then turned and bade thema¬
riners take in sailandberight heedful*
Hnd when Cdalter asked him what he
looked for, & wherefore he spake not
to him thereof, he said ^surlily: 3dhy
should X tell theewhat any fool can see
without telling, to wit that there is
weather to hand? So they abode
what should befall, and Walter went
to his room to sleep away the uneasy
while, for the night was now fallen; &
he knew no more till he was waked up
by great hubbub and clamour of the
shipmen, and the whipping of ropes,
and thunder of flapping sails, and the
tossing& welteringoftheshipwithal*
But, being a verystout/hearted young
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H gale man, he lay still in his room/partly be¬
cause he was a landsman, and had no
mind to tumble about amongst the
shipmen and hinder them; and withal
he said to himself: dhatmatter whe¬
ther X go down to the bottom of the
sea, or come back to kangton, since
eitherway my lifeor my deathwill take
away from me the fulfilmentof desire?
Yet soothly if there hath been a shift
ofwind, that isnotso ill; for then shall
we be driven to other lands, and so at
the least our home/comingsballbede/
layed, & other tidings may hapamidst
of our tarrying* So let all be as it will
J&So in a little while, in spite of the
ship's wallowing & the tumult of the
wind and waves, he fell asleep again,
and woke no more till it was full day¬
light, and there was the shipmaster
standing in the door of his room, the
sea/water all streaming from his wet/
weather raiment* F)e said to Walter:
Young master, the sele of the day to
theet for by good hap we have gotten
into another day* JSow X shall tell thee
that we have striven to beat, so as not
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to be driven offourcourse,bu tallwould H foul
not avail, wherefore for these three wind
hours we have been running before the
wind; but, fair sir, so big hath been the
sea that but for our ship being of the
stoutest, and our men all yare, we had
all grown exceeding wise concerning
the ground of themid/main* praise be
to St* Nicholas and all fallows f for
though ye shall presently look upon a
new sea, and maybea new land to boot,
yet is that better than looking on the
ugly things down below J&Xb all well
with ship and crew then ? said Walter
JfYea forsooth, said the shipmaster;
verily the Bartholomew is the darling
of Oak floods; come up and look at
it, how she is dealing with wind and
waves all free from fear*

O Walter did on his foul/weather
raiment, and went up on to the
quarter/deck, and there indeed

was a change of days; for the sea was
dark & tumblingmountain/high,and
the white/horses were running down
thevalleys thereof,& the clouds drave
low over all, and bore a scud of rain
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TTbe stern alongwith them; and though therewas
towards but a rag of sail on her, the ship flew
kangton before tbewind,rollinga greatwashof

water from bulwark to bulwark jj??Ual/
ter stood looktngon itallawbile, hold/
ing on by a stay/rope, and saying to
himself that it was well that they were
driving so fast toward new things*

the shipmaster came up
to him and clapped him on the
shoulder and said: 3dell, ship/

mate, cheer upt and now come below
again and eat some meat, and drink a
cup with me So Walter went down
and ate and drank, and his heart was
lighter than it had been since he had
heardof his father's death, & the feud
awaiting him at home, which forsooth
he had deemedwould stay his wander/
mgs aweary while, and therewithal his
bopes*Butnowitseemedasifbeneeds
must wander, would he, would he not;
& so itwas that even this fed his hope;
so sore his heartclung to that desireof
his to seek home to those three that
seemed to call him unto them*
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Chapter V. Now they come to a new
kand/S*/!*

F)RBC days they drave
before thewind,& on the
fourth the clouds lifted,
the sun shone out & the
offingwas clear; thewind
hadmuchabated, though

it still blew a breeze,& was a headwind
forsailing toward the coun tryofkang/
ton* So then themastersaid that,since
they were bewildered, and the wind so
ill to deal with, it were best to go still
before the wind that they might make
some land and get knowledge of their
whereabouts from the folk thereof.
CClithal he said thathe deemed the land
not to be very far distant;

O did they, and sailed on pleas/
antly enough, for the weather
kept on mending, and the wind

fell till itwas butalight breeze,yetstill
foul for kangton.

Owore three days, andon the eve
of the third, the man from the
topmast cried out that he saw

landahead; & sodid theyallbefore the



H new sun was quite set, though it were but
land of a cloud no bigger than a man's hand
moun- j^Hhennightfelltheystruchnotsail,
tains butwent forth toward the land fairand

softly; foritwas early summer,so that
the nights were neither long nor dark*

Here when it was broad daylight,they opened a land, a long shore
ofrocks &mountains,& nought

elsethat they could seeat first* Never¬
theless as day wore & they drewnigh-
er, first they saw how the mountains
fell away from the sea, andwere behind
a long wall of sheer cliff; and coming
nigher yet, they beheld a green plain
going upafter a little in green bents &
slopes to the feetof thesaid cliff/wall
J^o city nor haven did they see there,
not even when they were far nigher to
the land; nevertheless whereas they
hankered for the peace of the green
earth after all the tossing and unrest
of thesea,&whereasalso they doubted
not to find at the least good and fresh
water, and belikeother bait in theplain
under the mountains, they still sailed
on not unmerrily; so that by nightfall
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they cast anchor in five/fathom water H river &
hard by the shore* a home-

B6XCmorning they found that steadthey were lying a little way off thereby
the mouth of a river not right

great; so they put out their boats and
towed the ship up into the said river,
andwhen they had gone up it for a mile
or thereabouts they found the seawa¬
ter failed, for little was the ebb & flow
of the tideon thatcoast* 'Chen was the
river deep and clear, running between
smooth grassy land like to meadows*
Hlso on their left board they saw pre¬
sently three head of neat cattle going,
as if in a meadow of a homestead in
their own land, and a few sheep; and
thereafter, about a bow/draugbt from
the river, they saw a little house of
wood & straw/thatch under a wooded
mound, & with orchard trees about it*
TIbey wondered little thereat, for they
knew no cause why that land should
not be builded, though it were in the
far outlands* Rowever, they drew their
shipuptothebank,thinking that they
would at least abide awhile & ask tid-
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H new ings and have some refreshing of the
comer green plain, which was so lovely and

pleasant*
OC while they were busied
herein they saw a man come
out of the house, and down to

the river to meet them; and they soon
saw that he was tall & old, long/hoary
of hair and beard, & clad mostly in the
skins of beastsj^fie drew nigh with¬
out any fear or mistrust, and coming
close to them gave them theseleof the
day in a kindlyand pleasantvoice*'Che
shipmaster greeted him in his turn,
and said withal: Old man, art thou the
king of this country? jgFChe elder
laughed; It hath had none othera long
while, said he; and at least there is no
other son of Hdam here to gainsay.
JP Chou art alone here then ? said the
master Yea, said the old man, save
for the beasts of the field & the wood,
and the creeping things, and fowl,
^therefore it is sweet to me to hear
yourvoicesj^Said the master: Adhere
be the other houses of the town 7J&
Che old man laughed. Said he: Cdhen
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X said that X was alone, X meant that Of the
X was alone In the land and not only Bears
alone In this steadXhere Is no house
save this betwixt the sea & the dwell¬
ings of the Bears, over the cliff/wall
yonder, yea and a long way over It
Yea, quoth the shipmaster grinning,
and be the bears of thy country so
manlike, that they dwell In bullded
houses? 0>e old man shook his
head* Sir, said he, as to their bodily
fashion, It Is altogether manlike, save
that they be one and all higher and
bigger than most* for they be bears
only In name; they be a nation of half
wild men; forXhave been told by them
that there be many more than that
tribe whose folk X have seen, and that
they spread wide about behind these
mountains from east towest*JSowslr,
as to their souls and understandings
X warrant them not; for miscreants
they be, trowing neither In God nor
his hallows Said the master: trow
they In JMahound then? j^JNay, said
the elder, X wot not for sure that they
have so much as a false God; though
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fresh X have it from them that they worship
victual a certain woman with mickle worship
for the j^x:hen spake Walter: Yea, good sir,
mariners ^ frowknowest thou that? dost thou

deal with them at all? JP Said the old
man: Cdhiles some of that folk come
hither & have of me what X can spare;
a calf or two, or a half/dozen of lambs
or hoggets; or a skin of wine or cy¬
derof mineown making: and they give
me in return such things as X can use,
as skins of hart and bear & other pel¬
tries; for now X am old, X can but lit¬
tle of the hunting hereabout* dhtles,
also, they bring little lumps of pure
copper, and would give me gold also,
but it is of little use in this lonely
land* Sooth to say, tome they are not
masterful or rough / handed; but glad
am X that they have been here but of
late, and are not like tocomeagain this
while; for terrible they are of aspect,
and whereas ye be aliens, belike they
would not hold their hands from off
you; & moreover ye have weapons and
other matters which they would covet
sorely^Quoththemaster: Since thou
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dealestwith thesewild men, will yenot H boun-
dealwltb us in chaffer? for whereas we teous
are come from long travel, we banker Carl
after fresh victual, and here aboard
are many things which were for thine
avail Said the old man: HU that X
have Is yours, so that ye do but leave
me enough till my next Ingathering:
of wine and cyder, such as It Is, X have
plenty for your service; ye may drink
It till It Is all gone, If ye will: a little
corn & meal X have, but not much; yet
areye welcom e thereto,since the stand/
Ing corn In my garth Is done blossom/
Ing, and X have other meat* Cheeses
have X and dried fish; take what ye will
thereof* But as to my neat and sheep,
If ye have sore need of any, and will
have them, X may not say you nay: but
X pray you If ye may do without them,
not to take my milch /beasts or their
engenderers; for, as ye have heard me
say, tbeBear/folk have been here but
of late, and they have had of me all X
mightspare: butnow let me tell you, If
ye long after flesh/meat, that there Is
venison of hart and hind, yea, and of
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Of the buck and doe, to be had on this plain,
wild- and about the little woods at the feet
deer Cf the rock/wall yonder: neither are

they exceeding wild; for since X may
not take them, X scare them not, & no
other man do they see to hurt them;
for the Bear/folk come straight to my
house, and fare straight home thence*
But X will lead you the nighestway to
where the venison is easiest to be got/
ten* Hs to the wares in your ship, if ye
will give me aughtXwill take it with a
goodwill; and chiefly if ye have a fair
knife or two and a roll of linen cloth,
that were a good refreshment to me.
But in any case what X have to give is
free to you and welcome*

F>(5 shipmaster laughed: friend,
said he,we can thee mickle thanks
forall that thou biddest us* Hnd

wot well that we be no lifters or sea-
thieves to take thy livelihood from thee*
So to/morrow, if thou wilt, we will go
with thee and upraise the hunt,& mean/
while we will com e aland, & walk on the
green grass, and water our ship with
thy good fresh water.
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So theold carlewent back to his house Cheytomake them readywhatcheer hemight, feast
and the shipmen, whowere twentyand cm the
one, all told,what with the mariners & meadow
HrnoldandWalter's servants,wenta-
shore,all bu t twowhowatched theship
&abode their tum.'Chey wentwell/wea-
poned,for both the masterand Cdalter
deemedwarfnesswisdom,lestallmight
notbesogoodas itseemedXhey took
oftheirsail/clothsashore,Stilted them
in on the meadow betwixt the house &
the ship, and the carle brought them
what he had for their avail, of fresh
fruits,andcheeses,andmilk,andwine,
and cyder, and honey, and there they
feasted nowise ill, and were right fain*
Chapter Che old man tells Gdalter
of himself* Walter sees a shard in the
cliff/wall

]CTC when they had done
their meat and drink the
master and the shipmen
went about the watering
of the ship, and the oth¬
ers strayed offalong the
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alonewith
the carle

meadow, so that presently Walter was
leftalonewith thecarle,&fell to speech
with him and said: father, meseem-
eth thou shouldest have some strange
tale to tell, & as yet we have asked thee
of nought save meat for our bellies:
now If X ask thee concerning thy life,
and how thou earnest hither, & abided
here, wilt thou tell me aught ?

old man smiled on him and
said: Son, my talewere long to
tell; and mayhappen concern¬

ing much thereof my memory should
fall me; andwithal there Is grief there¬
in, which X were loth to awaken: never¬
theless If thou ask, X will answer as X
may, & In any casewill tell thee nought
save the truth*

SHXD Walter: dell then, hastthou been long here? JP
said the carle, since X was a

young man, and a stalwarth knight*
J$? Said dalter: 'Chls house, didst
thou build It, and raise these garths,
and plant orchard and vineyard, and
gather together the neat & the sheep,
or did some other do all this for thee?
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^Sald the carle: Idid notie ofall this *
there was one here before me,and!en~
ttred Into his inheritance, as though
this were a lordly manor, with a fair
castle thereon,and allwellstocked and
plenlshed^Salddalter: Didst thou
find thy foregoer alive here?jfi?
said the elder,yet he livedbut fora little
while after I came to him*

pSgewas silent awhile, and then he
said:! slew him: even so would
he have It, though I bade him a

better lotJ2?Said Walter: Didst thou
come hither of thine own will r^JMay/
happen, said the carle; who knoweth ?
]^ow have Ino will to do either this or
that* It Is wont that maheth me do, or
refrain Said dalter: 'Cell me this;
why didst thou slay the man? did he
any scathe to thee? Said the elder:
3dhen I slew hlm,ldeemed that he was
doing me all scathe: but now ! know
that It was not so* Chus It was; I
would needs go where he had been be/
fore, and he stood In the path against
me; and ! overthrew him,and went on
thewaylwouldj^Cdhat came thereof ?

d2 35

Of him
who was
beforethe
carle



H down- saidWalterj^evil came of it, said the
right nay/ carle,
say RppfiejN' was ^a^er a while,W® and the old man spake nothing;

but there came a smile in his face
that was both sly and somewhat sad,
Walter looked on him and said: 3Has it
from hence that thou wouldst go that
road Yea,said thecarle^Said3da1/
ter:Hndnowwiltthou tellmewhat that
road was; whither it went and whereto
it led, that thou must needs wend it,
though thy firststridewereovera dead
man willnottell thee,said thecarle
j^Chen they held their peace, both of
them, and thereafter got on to other
talk of no import,
gpISO wore the day till night came;*11 and they slept safely, and on the

morrow after they had broken
their fast,themorepartof them set off
with the carle to the hunting, and they
went, all of them, a three hours' faring
towards the foot of the cliffs, which
was all grown over with coppice, hazel
& thorn, with here & there a big oak or
ash/tree; there itwas,said the Oldman,
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where the venison was most and best*

■f their hunting neednought besaid,saving that when the carle
had put them on the track of

the deer & shown them what to do, he
came back again with Walter, who had
no great lust for the hunting, & sore¬
ly longed to have some more talk with
the said carle* Re for his part seemed
nought loth thereto,and so ledWalter
to a mound or hillock amidst the clear
of the plain, whence all was to be seen
save where the wood covered it; but
just before where they now lay down
therewasnowood, save low bushes,be/
twixt them & the rock/wall; & Walter
noted thatwhereas otherwhere, save in
one place whereto their eyes were turn/
ed, the cliffs seemed well/nigh or quite
sheer, or indeed in some places beet¬
ling over, in that said place they fell
away from each other on either side;
and before this sinking was a slope or
scree, that went gently up toward the
sinkingof the walUCdalter looked long
and earnestly at this place, and spake
nought, till the carle said: CClhatf thou
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hast found something before thee to
look on*?XIhat is it then ?^Quoth tClal/
ter: Some would say that where yon¬
der slopes run together up towards
that sinking in the cliff/wall there will
be a pass into the country beyond jg?
TTbe carle smiled & said:Yea, son; nor,
so saying, would they err; for that is
the pass into the Bear/country,where¬
by those huge men come down to chaf/
fer with me Yea, said ^Halter; and
therewith he turned him a little, and
scannedtherock/wall,&saw how a few
miles from that pass it turned some¬
what sharply toward the sea, narrow¬
ing the plain much there, till it made
a bight, the face whereof looked well-
nigh north, insteadof west, as did the
morepartof thewall* Hnd in the midst
of that northern / looking bight was a
dark place which seemed to Cdalter like
a downright shard in the cliff* for the
face of thewallwas ofa bleak grey,and
it was but little furrowed J& So then
Walter spake: JvO, old friend, there
yonder is again a place that meseem-
eth is a pass; whereunto doth that one
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tead} Hnd he pointed to it: but the
old man did not follow the pointing
of bis finger,but, looking down on the
ground,answered confusedly, & said:

JMaybe: Iwot not* X deem that it al¬
so leadetb into tbe Bear/country by a
round/about road* It leadetb into tbe
far land.

HL/CBR answered nought:
for a strange thought bad
come uppermost in bismind,

that tbe carle knew far more than be
would say of that pass,& that be him/
self might be led thereby to find tbe
wondrous three* Re caught bis breath
hardly, and bis heart knocked against
bis ribs; but be refrained from speak-
ingforalongwbile;butat last be spake
in a sharp bard voice, which be scarce
knew for bis own: father, tell me, Iad/
jure thee by God and HU/ballows, was
it through yonder shard that tbe road
lay, when thou must needs make thy
first stride over a dead man ?
UPpRS old man spake not a while,j|j|p] then be raised bis bead,& looked

Walter full in tbe eyes, and said
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H lie in a steady voice: ]NO, VC <HHS
down- thereafter they sat looking at each
right other a while; but at last Walter turn¬

ed his eyes away, but knew not what
they beheld nor where he was, but he
was as one in a swoon* forhe knew full
well that the carle had lied to him, and
that he might as well have said aye as
no, and told him, that it verily was by
that same shard that he had stridden
over a deadman* Nevertheless hemade
as littlesemblancethereofas hemight,
andpresently came to himself, and fell
to talking of other matters, that had
nought to do with the adventures of
the land* But after a while he spake
suddenly, and said: JMy master,! was
thinking of a thing Yea, of what?
said the carle Of this, said Cdalter;
that here in this land be strange ad¬
ventures toward, and that if we, and I
in especial, were to turn our backs on
them, andgohomewithnothing done,
it were pity of our lives: for all will be
dull and deedless there*!was deeming
it were good if we tried the adventure

lhat adventure? said the old man,
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rising upon his elbow & staringstern/ 'Che carle
ly on him* Said Walter: Che wending tells of
yonder pass to the eastward, whereby the Sear-
the huge men come to thee from out anc*
of theBear/country; that wemightsee
whatshouldcomethereofjj^Che carle
leaned back again,and smiled& shook
his head,& spake:Chat adventure were
speedily proven: death would come of
it, my son Yea, & how ? said Walter
j^Che carle said:Chebigmen would
take thee, and offer thee up as a blood/
offering to that woman, who is their
JMawmet. Hnd if ye go all, then shall
they do the like with all of you j^Said
Walter: Is that sure ? Dead sure,
said the carle JP Row knowest thou
this ? said (Halter I have been there
myself, said the carle^Yea, said(Hal/
ter,but thou earnest awaywholej^Hrt
thou sure thereof ? said the carle
Chou art alive yet, old man, said (Hal¬
ter, for I have seen thee eat thy meat,
which ghosts use not to do* Hnd he
laughed But the old man answered
soberly: If I escaped, it was by this,
that another woman saved me, & not
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often shall that befall* ]Sfor wholly was
1 saved; my body escaped forsooth.
But where is my soul ? Adhere is my
heart, and my life? Young man, Xrede
thee, try no such adventure; but go
home to thy kindred if thou canstj^
JMoreover, wouldst thou fare alone?
tThe others shall hinder thee Said
Walter, lam the master; they shall do
as X bid them: besides, theywill be well
pleased to share my goods amongst
them (f X give them a writing to clear
them of all charges which might be
brought against them.

but as if he were persuaded to refrain;
and then the old man fell to, and told
him much concerning tbisBear/folk&
their customs, speaking very freely of
them; but Walter's ears were scarce
open to this talk: whereas he deemed
that he should have nought to dowith
those wild men; and he durst not ask
again concerning the country whereto
led the pass on the northward.
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ChapterVll.Gdaltercomes to theshard
in the rock/wall&&

S they were in converse
thus,they heard the hum
ters blowing on their
hornsall together; where/
on the old man arose, &
said: Ideem by the blow/

ing that the hunt will be over and done,
and that they be blowing on their fel¬
lowswho have gonescatter/mealabout
thewood.lt is nowsome five hours af/
ter noon, and thy men will be getting
back with their venison, & will be fain/
est of the victuals they have caught;
therefore will 1 hasten on before, and
get ready fire andwater and other mat/
ters for the cooking. 3dilt thou come
with me, young master, or abide thy
men here Walter said lightly: 1 will
rest and abide them here; since!can¬
not fail to see them hence as they go
on their ways to thine house. Hnd it
may be well that 1 be at hand to com¬
mand them and forbid, and put some
order amongst them, for rough play/
mates they be, some of them, and now
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Walter all heated with the hunting and the joy
maketb of the green earth, TThus he spoke, as
him ready ifnoughtwere towardsavesupperand

bed; but inwardly hope and fear were
contending in him, and again his heart
beat so hard, that he deemed that the
carle must surely hear it. But the old
man took him butaccording to his out/
ward seeming, and nodded his head, &
went away quietly toward his house,

he had been gone a lit¬
tle,Cdalter rose upbeedfully;
be hadwith him a scripwhere/

in was some cheese and bard/fish, & a
littleflasketofwine;asbortbowbebad
with him, and a quiver of arrows; & he
was girt with a strong & good sword,
and a wood/knife withal, Re looked to
all this gear that it was nought amiss,
and then speedily went down off the
mound, and when he was come down,
he found that it covered him from men

coming out of the wood, if he went
straight thence to that shard of the
rock/wall where was the pass that led
southward.
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OSH it is no nay that thither¬
ward he turned, and went wise/
ly, lest the carle should make a

backward cast, and see him, or lest any
straggler of his own folk might hap¬
pen upon him for to say sooth, he
deemed that did they wind him, they
would be like to let him of his journey*
Re had noted the bearings of the cliffs
nigh the shard, and whereas he could
see theirheads everywhere except from
the depths of the thicket, he was not
like to go astray*

had made no great way ere he
l heard the horns blowingall to¬
ld gether again in one place, and

looking thitherward through the leafy
boughs (for he was now amidst of a
thicket) he saw his men thronging the
mound, & had no doubt therefore that
they were blowing on him; but being
well under cover he heeded it nought,
& lyingstill a little, saw them go down
off the mound and go all of them to¬
wardthe carle's house, still blowingas
they went,but not faringseatter/meal*
^therefore it was clear that they were
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nought troubled about him*

HObewentonblswaytotbe shard;and there is nothing to say of
his journey till he got before it

with the last of the clear day, and en¬
tered it straightway* It was in sooth a
downright breach or cleft in the rock-
wall, and therewas no hill or bent lead¬
ing up to it, nothing but a tumble of
stones before It, which was somewhat
uneasy going, yet needed nought but
labour to overcome It,andwhen he had
got over this, and was In the very pass
Itself, he found It no III going: for¬
sooth at first It was little worse than a

rough road betwixt two great stony
slopes, though a little trickle of water
ran down amidstofIt*So, though Itwas
so nigh nightfall, yet Cdalter pressed
on, yea, and long after the very night
was come* for the moon rose wide and
bright a little after nightfall* But at
last he had gone so long, and was so
wearied, that he deemed It nought but
wisdom to rest him, and so lay down
on a piece of green/sward betwixt the
stones,when he had eaten amorsel out
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of bis satchel, and drunk of the water *Cbe first
of the stream. TTbere as be lay, if be morning
bad any doubt of peril, bis weariness the
soon made it all one to him, for pres-
ently be was sleeping as soundly as
any man in kangton on Rolm.
ChapterVTO.CSJalterwends tbeCdaste

HY was yet young when
be awoke: be leapt to bis
feet, & went down to the
stream and drank of its
waters, and washed the
night off him in a pool

thereof, and then set forth on bis way
again, mben be bad gone some three
hours, the road, which bad been going
up all the way, but somewhat gently,
grew steeper, & the bent on either side
lowered, & lowered, till it sank at last
altogether, and thenwas be on a rough
mountain/neck with little grass, & no
water; save tbatnow & again wasasoft
placewith a flow amidstof it, and such
places be must needs fetch a compass
about, lest be be mired. Re gave him¬
self butlittlerest,eatingwbatbeneeds
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must as he went* Vbe day was bright
& calm, so that the sun was never hid¬
den, and he steered by itduesouth* HU
that day he went, and found no more
change in that huge neck, save that
whiles itwas more &whiles less steep*
H little before nightfall he happened
on a shallow pool some twenty yards
over; and he deemed it good to rest
there,since therewaswater forhisavail,
though hemight havemade somewhat
more out of the tail end of the day*

dawn came again he a-
woke & arose,nor spentmuch
time over his breakfast; but

pressed on all he might; and now he
said to himself, that whatsoever other
peril were athwart his way, he was out
of the danger of the chase of his own
folk*

BWv thiswhile he hadseen no four/footed beast, save now & again
a hill/fox, and once some out¬

landish kind of hare; and of fowl but
very few: a crow or two, a long/winged
hawk, and twice an eagle high up aloft*
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^GHIJV, the thirdnight,he slept
in the stony wilderness, which
still led him up and up* Only

toward the end of the day, himseemed
that it had been less steep for a long
while: otherwisenoughtwas changed,
on all sides itwas nought but the end¬
less neck, wherefrom nought could be
seen, but some other part of itself*
'Chis fourth night withal he found no
water whereby he might rest, so that
he awoke parched, and longing to drink
just when the dawn was at its coldest*

HU.XZ on the fifth morrow thegroundrose but little,& at last,
when he had been going wearily

a longwhile, &now, hardon noon/tide,
his thirst grieved him sorely, became
on a spring welling out from under a
high rock,thewaterwherefrom trickled
feebly away* So eager was he to drink,
thatat first he heedednought else; but
when his thirstwas fullyquenched his
eyes caught sightof the stream which
flowed from thewell, & hegaveashout,
for lot it was running south* there¬
fore it was with a merry heart that he
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Xlbe went on, and as be went, came on more
wending streams, all running south or tberea-
of the bouts* Rebastenedon all be might,but
ftlaste (n despiteof all tbespeed bemade,and

that be felt the land now going down
southward, nlgbtovertoofc him in that
same wilderness* \ct when be stayed
at last for sheerweariness, be lay down
inwhat be deem ed by the moon light to
be a shallow valley, with a ridge at the
southern end thereof*

slept long, andwhen heawohe
K thesun was high in theheavens,
$ andneverwas brighteror clearer

mornlngon the earth than was that* Re
arose and ateof what littlewas yet left
him, anddranh of thewaterof astream
which be had followed the evening be¬
fore, and beside which he had laid him
down; and then set forthagain with no
great hope to come on new tidings that
day* But yet when he was fairly afoot,
hlmseemed that there was something
new In the air which he breathed, that
was soft and bore sweet scents home
to him; whereas heretofore, & that es¬
pecially for the last three or four days,
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it had been harsh andvoid, like the face H fair
of the desert itself* landin the

BOon hewent, and presentlywas °^n9‘mounting the ridge aforesaid,
and, as oft happens when one

climbs a steep place, he kept his eyes
on the ground, till he felt hewas on the
top of the ridge* XThen he stopped to
take breath,braised his head& looked,
and lot he was verily on the browofthe
greatmountain/neck, and down below
him was the hanging of the great hill/
slopes,which fell down, not slowly, as
those hehad been those days a/mount-
ing, but speedily enough, though with
little of broken places or sheer cliffs*
Butbeyond this lastof thedesert there
was before him a lovely land of wood¬
edhills, green plains, and littlevalleys,
stretching out far & wide, till it ended
at last in great bluemountains&white
snowy peaks beyond them*

for very surprise of joy his
ffiw spirit wavered,& he felt faint and

dizzy, so that he was fain to sit
down awhileand cover his facewith his
hands* presently he came to his sober
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mind again, and stood up and looked
forth keenly, and saw no sign of any
.dwelling of man* But be said to him-
' self that that mightwell be because the
good & well/grassed land was still so
faroff, & that he mightyet look to find
'men and their dwellings when he bad
left the mountain wilderness quite be/
hind him* So therewith befell to going
his ways down the mountain,and lost
little time therein, whereas he now had
his livelihood to look to*
ChapterXX* Walter happeneth on the
first of those three creatures/?^

|F>HC with one thing,
what with another, as
his having to turn out
of his way for sheer

j| rocks, or for slopes so
steep thathemightnot

try the peril of them, & again for bogs
(impassable, he was fully three days
more before be had quite come out
of the stony waste, and by that time,
though he had never lacked water, his
scanty victual was quite done, for all
his careful husbandry thereof* But



this troubled him little, whereas he H sweet
looked to find wild fruits here & there, sleep
and to shoot some small deer, as hare
or coney, and make a shift to cook the
same, since he had with him flint and
fire/steelJMoreoverthefurtherhewent,
the surer he was that he should soon
come across a dwelling, so smooth &
fair as everything looked before him,
Hnd he had scant fear, save that he
might happen on men who should en¬
thrall him*

BUT, when he was come downpast the first green slopes, he
was so worn, that he said to

himself thatrestwas better than meat,
so little as he had slept for the last
three days; so he laid him down under
an ash/tree by a stream/side, nor ask¬
ed what was o/clock,but had his fill of
sleep, and even when he awoke in the
fresh morningwas little fain of rising,
but lay betwixt sleeping and waking
for some three hours more; then he
arose, and went further down the next
green bent, yet somewhat slowly be¬
cause ofhis hungerAweakness*Hnd the
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H strange scent of that fair land came up to him
& terrible like the odour of one great nosegay,
noise KfeSfjO he came to where the land was

level, and there were many trees,
as oakandash,and sweet/chest/

nut and wych/elm, and hornbeam and
quicken/tree, not growing in a close
wood or tangled thicket, but set as
though in order on the flowery green/
sward, even as it might be in a great
king's park^Socamehe toablg bird/
cherry, whereof many boughs hung
low down laden with fruit: his belly
rejoiced at the sight, and he caught
hold of a bough, and fell to plucking
and eating. But whiles he was amidst
of this, he heardsuddenly,close anlgh
him, a strange noise of roaring and
braying, not very great, but exceeding
fierce and terrible, and not like to the
voiceofany beast that he knew, Hs has
been aforesaid, Walter was no faint¬
heart; but what with the weakness of
his travail and hunger, what with the
strangeness of his adventure and his
loneliness, his spirit failed him; he
turned round towards the noise, his
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knees shook & he trembled: this way Hn evil
and that he looked, and then gave a creature
great cry & tumbled down m a swoon;
for close before him, at his very feet,
was the dwarf whose image he had
seen before, clad in his yellow coat, &
grinning up at him from his hideous
hairy countenance*

long he lay there as one
K dead, he knew not, but when
l he woke again there was the

dwarf sitting on his hams close by
him* Hnd when he lifted up his head,
the dwarf sent out that fearful harsh
voice again; but this time Waltercould
make out words therein, & knew that
the creature spoke and said: Row
now! (Hhatart thou? Whence comest?
?Hhat wan test? (Halter sat up and
said: lam a man; X hlght Golden (dal/
ter; X come from kangton; X want vic¬
tual Said the dwarf, writhing his
face grievously, & laughing forsooth:
X know It all: X asked thee to see what
wise thou wouldst lie* Xwas sent forth
to look for thee;and X have brought
thee loathsome bread with me, such as
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Che pas- ye aliens must needs eat: take it 1jl?
sCon of therewith he drewa loaf from a satcb/
the Svil cl which he bore, and thrust it towards
TThing Walter, who took it somewhat doubt/

fully for all his hunger jff 'Che dwarf
yelled at him: Hrt thou dainty, alien ?
Slouldstthou baveflesb ? 3CIell,giveme
thy bow & an arrow or two, since thou
art lazy/sick,&lwillgettbee a coney or
a hare, or a quail maybe* Hb, X forgot;
thou art dainty, and wilt not eat flesh
as Ido, blood & all together, but must
needs half bum it in the fire, or mar it
with hot water; as they say my kady
does: oras tbe3Clretcb,tbeCbingdoes;
X know that, for X have seen Xt eating
JP J'fay, said Walter, this sufftceth; &
he fell to eating the bread, which was
sweet between his teeth* 'Chen when
he had eaten a while, for hunger com¬
pelled him, he said to the dwarf: But
what meanest thou by the GXretcb and
the Cbing? Hnd what kady is thy ka-
dy ? Che creature let out another
wordless roar as of furious anger; &
then the words came: Xt hath a face
white and red, like to thine; and hands
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white as thine,yea, but whiter; & the *Che pas-
lihe it is underneath its raiment, only sion of
whiter still: forI have seen It*♦♦yes,! the Svil
have seen !t; ah yes and yes and yes ^hir\g
JP Hnd therewith his words ran into
gibberandyelling, and herolledabout
and smote at the grass: but in a while
he grew quiet again and sat still, and
then fell to laughing horribly again,
& then said: But thou, fool,wilt think
It fair if thou fallest into It's hands,
and wilt repent it thereafter, as I did*
Oh, the mocking and gibes of It, and
the tears and shrieks of It; and the
knife f Cdhatt sayest thou of my Lady ?
... Cdhat Lady ? O alien, what other La/
dy is there ? Hndwhatshall! tell theeof
her? it is like that she made me, as she
made the Bear men. But she made not
the Slretch, the'Ching; & she hatethlt
sorely, as I do. Hnd some day to come
♦♦♦ jfiSF Chereat he brake off and fell to
wordless yelltngalong while, & there¬
after spake all panting: ]^ow I have
told thee overmuch, and O ifmy Lady
come to hear thereof. JNow Iwill go JP
Hnd therewith he took out two more
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Bread to
eat & fear
to brood
over

loaves from bis wallet, & tossed them
to 3dalter,andso turned and went bis
ways; whileswalking upright, as Wal¬
ter bad seen bis image on the quay of
Jvangton; whiles bounding and roll¬
ing like a ball thrown by a lad; whiles
scuttlingalongon all/fours like an evil
beast, and ever and anon giving forth
that harsh and evil cry jg? Walter sat
a while after he was out of sight, so
stricken with horror and loathingand
a fear of he knew not what, that he
might not move* XThen he plucked up
a heart, and looked to bis weapons and
put the other loaves into his scrip
'Zbcn he arose and went hiswayswon/
dering, yea and dreading, what kindof
creature he should next fall in with*
for soothly it seemed to him that it
would be worse than death if they
were all such as this one; and that if
it were so, he must needs slay and be
slain*
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Chapter X♦ Walter happeneth on an-
other creature in the strange kand&

gaCas hewenton through
the fairandsweet landso

brightandsunlitten,and
he now rested & fed, the
horror^fear ran oflpfrom
him, and he wandered on

merrily, neither did aught befall him
save the coming ofnight, when he laid
him down under a great spreadingoak
with his drawn sword ready to hand, &
fellasleepatonce, andwoke not till the
sun was high*

he arose and went on his
way again; and the landwas no
worser than yesterday;buteven

better,it mightbe; thegreenswardmore
flowery, the oaks & chestnuts greater*
Deerof diverse kinds he saw, & might
easily have got his meat thereof; but
he meddled notwith them since hehad
his bread, & was timorous of lighting
a fire* SUthal he doubted little of bav-
ingsomeentertainment;& that,might
be, nought evil; since even that fearful
dwarf had been courteous to him after

Walter
goeth
forward



bis kind, and bad done him good and
;notbarm*Butof tbe bappeningon tbe
’Sdretcb&tbeTTbing,whereof tbedwarf
spake, be was yet somewhat afeard*

afUGRbebadgoneawbile
and wbenas tbe summer
morn wasat its brightest,
be sawa littleway abeada

4 rock rising up from
amidst of a ring of oak-

trees; so be turned thither straight¬
way ; for in this plain land be bad seen
no rocks heretofore; and as bewent be
saw that there was a fountain gusb-
'ingout from under tbe rock, which ran
thence in a fair little stream* Hndwhen
be bad tbe rock and tbe fountain and
tbe stream clear before him, lot a child
of Hdam sitting beside tbe fountain
under tbe shadowof tbe rock* Redrew
a little nigber,&tben be saw that itwas
a woman, clad in green like tbe sward
whereon she lay* She was playing with
tbewelling out of tbe water, & she bad
trussed up her sleeves to tbe shoulder
that she might thrust her bare arms
therein* Rer shoes of black leather lay
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on the grass beside her, & her feet and
legs yet shone with the brook*

HGJvIKS amidst the splashing &clatter of the water she did not
hear him drawingnigh,sothathe

was close to her before she lifted up
her face & saw him, and he beheld her,
that it was the maiden of the thrice-
seen pageant* She reddened when she
saw him, & hastily covered up her legs
with her gown/skirt, & drew down the
sleeves over her arms, but otherwise
stirred not* Hs for him, he stood still,
striving to speak to her; but no word
might he bring out, and his heart beat
sorely*

CTC the maiden spake to him in
a clear sweet voice, wherein was
now no trouble: *Chou art an a-

lien,art thou not? forX have not seen
thee beforej^Yea, he said, X am an a-
lien; wilt thou be good to me She
said: Hndwhynot ?Xwasafraidat first,
for X thought it had been the King's
Son* X looked to see none other; forof
goodly men he has been the only one
here in the land this long while, till thy
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TThey talk comingj^fiesaid^idstthou look for
together my coming at about this time? J&O

nay, she said; how might l?j&Said
Cdalter: 1 wot not; but the other man
seemed to be looking forme, and knew
of me, and he brought me bread to eat
jg?She looked on him anxiously, and
grewsomewhat pale, as she said: tSIhat
other on e QXalter didnotknow
what the dwarfmight be to her, fellow/
servant or what not, so he would not
showhis loathingof him; but answer/
ed wisely: TThe little man in the yellow
raiment*

CTCwhen she heard that word,
she went suddenly very pale, &
leaned her head aback, and beat

the air with her hands; but said pres¬
ently in a faint voice: X pray thee talk
not of that one while X am by, nor even
think of him, if thou mayest forbear*

fH30 spake not, and she was a little
while before she came to herself
again; then she opened hereyes,

& looked upon 3dalter& smiled kindly
on him, as though to ask his pardon
for having scared him* X^hen she rose
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up In her place, and stood before him;
and they were nigh together, for the
stream betwixt them was llttlej^But
he still looked anxiously upon her and
said: Rave 1 hurt thee ? X pray thy par¬
don j^She lookedon him more sweet¬
ly still, and said: O nay; thou wouldst
not hurt me, thou t j^TChen she blush¬
edvery red,he In likewise; but after¬
wards she turned pale,&laldahand on
her breast, & Walter cried out hastily:
O met X have hurt thee again* therein
have X done amiss? j^Xn nought, In
nought, she said; but Xam troubled, X
wotnotwherefore; some thoughthath
taken hold of me, and X know It not*
JMayhappen In allttlewhlleXshallknow
what troubles me* JSow X bid thee de¬
part from me a little, and X will abide
here; & when thou comest back, It will
either bethatXhavefoundltoutornot;
and In either case X will tell thee*
jjgpg|$R€ spoke earnestly to him; but
iaMj he said: Row long shall X abide

away ? Rer face was troubled as
she answered him: for no long while*

TThe JMatd
musthave
time for
ponder¬
ing
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(Clatter
comes
bach

ffg$6 smiledon berandturnedaway,
, andwentaspace to the otberslde
of the oak/trees,whence she was

still within eye/sbot. Inhere he abode
until the time seemed long to him; but
he schooled himself and forbore; for
he said: J^est she send me away again.
So he abideduntil again the timeseem/
ed longtobtm,&sbe called not to him:
but once again he forbore to go; then
at last be arose, and his heart beat and
he trembled, and he walked bach again
speedily, and came to the maiden,who
was still standing by the roch of the
spring, her arms hanging down, her
eyes downcastSbe lookedupathlm as
he drew nigh, & her face changed with
eagerness as she said: lam glad thou
art come bach, though It be no long
while since thydeparture(sooth tosay
It was scarce half an hour In all). Nev¬
ertheless X have been thinking many
things, and thereof will X now tell thee
JP F>e said: JMalden, there Is a river be/
twlxt us, though It be no bigone. Shall
Xnot strideover, and come to thee,that
we may sit down together side by side
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on the green grass rVjfiPJ^ay, she said, Hhe JMald
not yet; tarry a while till X have told tellethher
thee of matters* X must now tell thee finding
of my thoughts in orderjfiFRer colour
went and came now, and she plaited
the folds of her gown with restless
lingers* Ht last she said:]Sow the first
thing is this; that though thou hast
seen me first only within this hour,
thou hast set thine heart upon me to
have me for thy speech/frlend and thy
darling* Hnd if this be not so, then is
all my speech,yea & all my hope, come
to an end at once JP O yeaf said Wal¬
ter, even so It is: but how thou hast
found this outXwot not; since now for
the first time X say It, that thou art in-
deedmy love, andmy dear and my dar¬
ling Rush, she said, hush f lest the
wood have ears, & thy speech Is loud:
abide, &X shall tell thee howl know It.
Cdhether this thy love shall outlast the
first time that thou boldestmy body In
thine arms, X wot not, nor dost thou*
But sore Is my hope that It may be so;
for X also, though It be but scarce an
hour since X set eyes on thee, have cast
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She will mine eyes on thee to have thee for my
not be love and my darling, and my speech-
touched friend* Hnd this is howlwot that thou

lovest me, my friend* JNfow is all this
dear & joyful, and overflows my heart
with sweetness* But now must X tell
thee of the fear and the evilwhich lieth
behind it*

Walter stretched out his
hands to her, & cried out:Yea,
yea t But whatever evil entan¬

gle us, now we both know these two
things, to wit, that thou lovest me, &
Ithee,wilt thou notcomehither, that X
may cast mine arms about thee,& kiss
thee,ifnot thy kind lips or thy friend¬
ly face at all,yet at least thy dear hand:
yea,thatXmay touch thy body in some
wise ?j^She lookedon him steadily, &
said softly: ]S[ay, this above all things
must not be; and that it may not be is
a part of the evil which entangles us*
But hearken, friend, once again X tell
thee that thy voice is over loud in this
wilderness fruitful ofevil* ]Sbwl have
told thee, indeed, of two thingswhere/
of we both wot; but next! must needs
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tell thee of things whereof X wot, and
thou wottestnot/^et thiswere better,
that thou pledge thywordnot to touch
so much as one of my hands, and that
we go together a little way hence away
from these turnbledstones,&sitdown
upon the open greensward; whereas
here is cover if there be spying abroad
^Hgain,asshespoke,sheturnedvery
pale; butWalter said: Since itmust be
so,I pledge thee my word to thee as X
love thee jg^Hnd therewith she knelt
down,& did on her foot/gear,and then
sprang lightly over the rivulet; & then
the twain of them went side by side
some half a furlong thence, and sat
down, shadowed by the boughs of a
slim quicken/treegrowmgupoutofthe
greensward,whereon for a good space
around was neither bush nor brake*

SF)GRG began the maiden totalk soberly, and saidtTThis is
what X must needs say to thee

now, that thou art come into a land pe/
rilous for any one that loveth aught
of good; from which, forsooth, X were
fain that thou wertgotten away safely,
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TThe JMald even though X should die of longing
telleth of for thee* Hs for myself, my peril Is, In
the JMls- a measure, less than thine; X mean the
tress peril ofdeath* But lo,thou, this iron on

my foot Is token that!am a thrall, and
thou knowestln whatwise thralls must

pay for transgressions* furthermore,
of what X am, and how X came hither,
time would fall me to tell; but some-
while, maybe, X shall tell thee* X serve
an evil mistress, of whom X may say
that scarce X wot If she be a woman or

not; but by some creatures Is she ac¬
counted for a god,& as a god Is herled;
and surely never god was crueller nor
colder than she* ]Me she hateth sore¬
ly ; yet Ifshe hatedme little ornought,
small were the gain to me If It were her
pleasure to deal hardly by me* But as
thingsnoware,& are like to be,Itwould
not be for her pleasure,but for herpain
and loss, to make an end of me, there¬
fore, as X said e'en now, my mere life Is
not In perilwith her; unless,perchance,
some sudden passion get the better of
her, and she slay me, and repent of It
thereafter* for so It Is, that If It be the
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least evil of her conditions that she Is
wanton, at least wanton she Is to the
letter* JVlany a time hath she cast the
net for the catching of some goodly
youngman; & her latest prey (save Itbe
thou) Is theyoungmanwhom Xnamed,
when first 1 saw thee, by the name of
the King's Son* F>e Is with us yet, and
X fear him; for of late hath he wearied
of her, though It Is but plain truth to
say of her, that she Is thewonder ofall
Beauties of the Olorld* F)e hath wearl/
ed of her, X say,and hath cast his eyes
upon me,&IfXwere heedless,hewould
betrayme to the uttermostof thewrath
ofmy mistress* for needs must X say
ofhim, though he beagoodlyman,and
now fallen Into thralldom,that he hath
no bowels ofcompassion; but Is adas/
tard,wboforan hour's pleasurewould
undo me, andthereafterstand by sm lV
ing and taking my mistress's pardon
with good cheer,while forme would be
no pardon* Seest thou, therefore, how
it is with me between these two cruel
fools ? Hnd moreover there are others
of whom X will not even speak to thee
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Cbegrief ^Hndtberewitbsbeputberbandsbe/
of the fore berface, andwept,and murmured:
JMaid mho shall deliver me from this death

in life ? J& But Walter cried out: for
what else amlcome hither,I,X nd
it was a near thing that be did not take
her in bis arms,but be remembered bis
pledgedword,anddrewaback from her
in terror, whereas be bad an inklingof
why she would not suffer it; & be wept
with her*

fCIC suddenly theJVlaid leftweep/
ing, and said in a changed voice:
Ifriend,whereas thou speakestof

deliveringme, itismore liketbatXsball
deliver thee. Hnd now X pray thy par¬
don for thus grieving thee with my
grief, and tbatmore especially because
thou mayst not solace thy grief with
kissesandcaresses; butsoit was,that
for once X was smitten by the thought
of theanguisbof this land,& thejoyof
all the world besides j^Cberewitb she
caught her breath in abalf/sob,but re¬
frained her&wenton: ]Vowdear friend
and darling,take good heed to all that
X shall say to thee,whereas thou must
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doaftertbeteacbingofmywordsJInd Walter
first,!deem by themonster bavingmet tells of
thee at the gates of the land,&refresb/ bis vision
ed thee, that the JMistress bath looked
for tby coming; nay, by tby coming
bitber at all, that sbe batb cast ber net
& caught thee. F)ast tbou noted aught
tbatmigbtseemtomaketbismorelike?
j^Saidtflalter/Cbree times in fullday/
light baveXseen go pastme tbe images
of tbe monster and tbeeandaglorious
lady, even as if ye were alive j^FHnd
therewith be told ber in fewwords bow
it bad gone with him since that day on
tbe quay at kangton,

BRS said: XTben it is no longerperhaps, but certain, that tbou
art ber latest catch; and even so

1 deemed from tbefirst: &, dear friend,
this is why X have not suffered thee to
kiss or caress me, so sore as X longed
for thee*for tbeJMistress willhave thee
for beronly, and batb lured thee bitber
for nought else; and sbe is wise in wi¬
zardry (even as some deal am X),&wert
tbou to touch me with band or mouth
on my naked flesh, yea, or were it even
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0>e Maid my raiment, then would she scent the
ponder- savour of thy love upon me, and then,
eth though it may be shewould spare thee,

she would not spare me*
'RSJNwas she silent a little,and
seemedvery downcast, & 3Hal/
terheld his peace from grief &

confusion & helplessness; for of wi¬
zardry he knew nought*

j'C last theMaid spake again,and
saidNeverthelesswewillnotdie
redeless* J^ow thou must look to

this,that from henceforwardit is thee,
& not the King's Son,whom she desir/
eth, & that so much the more that she
hath not set eyes on thee* Remember
this, whatsoever her seeming may be
to tbee*JNbw,therefore,shall theKing's
Son be free, though he know itnot, to
casthis loveon whomso hewill; and, in
away,lalsoshall be free toyeasay him*
though, forsooth, so fulfilled is she
with malice and spite, that even then
shemay turn roundon me topunishme
for doing that which she would have
me do* ]Now let me think of it*
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was she sUent a goodwhile, She hath
and spoke at last: Xzz, all things a hidden
are perilous, and a perilous rede rede

X have thought of, whereof X will not
tell thee as yet; so waste not the short
while byasking me* Ht least the worst
will be no worse than what shall come
if we strive not against it* Hnd now,
my friend, amongst perils it is grow¬
ing more and more perilous that we
twain should be longer together* But
X would say one thing yet; and maybe
another thereafter* 'Chou hastcast thy
love upon one who will be true to thee,
whatsoever may befall; yet is she a
guileful creature, and might not help
it her life long, and now for thy very
sake must needs be more guileful now
than ever before* Hnd as for me, the
guileful, my love have X cast upon a
lovely man, and one true and simple,
and a stout/heart; but at such a pinch
is he, that if he withstand all tempta¬
tion, his withstanding may belike un¬
do both him and me* 'Therefore swear

we both of us, that by both of us shall
all guile & all falling away be forgiven
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love
together

on the day when we shall be free to love
each the other as our hearts will*

[HIXGR cried out: O love,!
swear it indeed! thou art my
Rallow, and 1 will swear it as

on the relicsof a Rallow; on thy hands
and thy feet X swear it j&nZbe words
seemed to her a dear caress; and she
laughed, and blushed, and looked full
kindly on him; and then her face grew
solemn, and she said: On thy life 1
swear it 1

ST>&T* she said: J^ow is therenought for thee to do but to go
hence straight to the Golden

Rouse, which is my JMistress'shouse,
and the only house in this land (save
one which X may not see), and lieth
southward no long way* Row she will
deal with thee, X wot not; but all 1 have
said of her and thee and the King's
Son is true* therefore X say to thee,
be wary and cold at heart, whatsoever
outwardsemblancethou mayst make*
If thou have to yield thee to her, then
yield rather late than early, so as to
gain time* Yet not so late as to seem
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shamed in yielding for fear's sake* J^owthey
F)old fast to thy life, my friend, for in part for
warding that, thou wardest me from 4 while
grief without remedy* Chou wilt see
me ere long; it may be to/morrow, it
may be some days hence* But forget
not, that what X may do, that X am do¬
ing. 'Cake heed also that thou pay no
more heed tome, or rather less, than if
thou wert meeting a maiden of no ac¬
counts the streetsof thineown town*
O my love t barren is this first farewell,
as was our first meeting; but surely
shall there be another meeting better
than the first, & the last farewellmay
be long and long yetj^Cherewith she
stood up, & he knelt before her a little
while without any word, & then arose
and went his ways; but when he had
gone a space he turned about, and saw
her still standing in the same place;
shestayedamomentwhen shesawhim
turn, and then herself tumedabout^
So he departed through the fair land,
and his heartwas fullwith hope & fear
as he went.
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ChapterXI* Walter bappenetb on the
JMistress^/Jc

C was but a little after
noon when Walter left the
JMaid behind: be steered
south by the sun, as the
JMaid bad bidden him, &
went swiftly; for, as a

good knight wending to battle, the
time seemed long tobim till besbould
meet the foe*

[O an hour before sunset be saw

something white & gay gleam-
iH^ing through the boles of the

'oak/trees, & presently there was clear
before him amostgoodly house build/
>edofwhitemarble,carvedallaboutwith
knotsand imagery, andtbecarven folk

i were all painted of their lively colours,
[whether it were their raiment or their
jflesb, and the housings wherein they
stood all donewith gold and fair hues*
Gay were the windows of the house; &
there was a pillared porch before the
greatdoor,with images betwixt thepil/
liars bothof men and beasts: andwhen



Walter looked up to the roof of the Walter
house, he saw that itgleamed& shone; com eth
for all the tiles were of yellow metal, into the
which he deemed to be of very gold*

pvJv this he saw as he went, and
, tarrlednot to gaze upon it; for he
said, belike there will be time for

me to look on all this before! die* But
he said also, that, though the house
was not of the greatest, It was beyond
compare of all houses of the world*

■OCdbeen tered itby theporch,&came Intoahallmany/plllared,
<& vaulted over, thewalls paint/

ed with gold and ultramarine, the floor
dark,andspangledwithmany colours,
and the windows glazed with knots &
pictures* JMidmost thereofwas a foun/
tain of gold, whence the water ran two
ways in gold/llned runnels, spanned
twicewith little bridges ofsilver* kong
was that hall, and now not very light,
so thatCdalterwas com e past the foun/
tain beforehesawany folk therein :then
he lookedup toward thehlgh/seat,and
hlm/seemed that a great light shone
thence, & dazzled his eyes; & he went
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'Cbcvc sit on a littleway, & then fell on his knees;
twoonthe for there before him on the high/seat
hfgh/seat sat that wondrous Lady, whose lively

Image hadbeen shown to him thrice be/
fore; and shewas clad In gold& jewels,
as he haderstseen her.Butnowshewas
not alone; for by her side sat a young
man, goodly enough, so far as Cdalter
might see him,&most richly clad,with
a jewelled sword by his side, & a chap¬
letofgems on his headXhey held each
other by the hand, and seemed to be In
dearconverse together; but they spake
softly, so that Walter might not hear
what theysald,tlllat last theman spake
aloud to theLady: Seestthounotthat
there Is a man In the hall? j@FYea, she
said, X see him yonder, kneeling on his
knees; lethim comenlgher& givesome
accountof himselfJPSo Walterstood
up and drew nigh, and stood there, all
shamefaced and confused, looking on
those twain,&wonderlngat the beauty
of the Lady* Hs for the man, who was
slim, and black/haired, and straight-
featured, forall his goodllness Walter
accounted him little, &nowise deemed
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him to look chieftain/like*

BO(d the Lady spake not to Wal¬teranymore than erst; butat last
the man said: (Hhy doest thou

not kneel as thou didst erewhile? J&
Walter was on the point of giving him
backafierceanswer; but theJvady spake
and said: ]Nay, friend, it matters not
whether he kneel or stand; but he may
say,ifbewill,wbathewouldbaveofme,
&wherefore he is come hitherj^TChen
spake Walter,for as wroth & ashamed
as he was: Lady, 1 have strayed into
this land, & have come to thine house
as X suppose, and if X be not welcome,
X may well depart straightway, & seek
a way out of thy land, if thou wouldst
drive me thence, as well as out of thine
house^Chereat the Lady turned and
looked on him, and when her eyes met
his, he felt a pang of fear and desire
mingledshoot through his heartXhis
time she spoke to him; butcoldly,with/
outeitherwrath orany thoughtofhim:
JSew/comer, she said,Xhavenot bidden
thee hither; but beremayst thou abide
a while if thou wilt; nevertheless, take
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Che heed thathere isno King'sCourtChere
disdain of is, forsooth, a folk that serveth me (or,
the kady itmay be,more than one),ofwhom thou

wert best to know nought. Ofothers X
have but two servants,whom thouwilt
see; & theone is a strangecreature,who
should scare thee or scathe thee with a

goodwill, but ofa goodwill shallserve
nought save me; the other is a woman,
a thrall,of little avail, save that, being
compelled,she will work woman's ser/
vice for me, but whom none else shall
compel,♦♦Yea, but what is all this to
thee; or to me that!should tell it thee ?
Iwill not drive thee away; but if thine
entertainment please thee not, make
no plaint thereof to me, but depart at
thy will, J^ow is this talk betwixt us
overlong, since, as thou seest, X & this
King's Son are in converse together,
Hrt thou a King's Son ?jS^ay, kady,
said Cdalter, 1 am but of the sons of
the merchants JP It matters not, she
said; gothywaysintooneofthechanv
bersj^Hndstraightwayshe fell a/talk/
ing to the man who sat beside her con/
ceming the singing of the birds be-
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neatb her window in the morning; and J^one to
of bow sbe bad batbed her that day in welcome
apool of tbewoodlands,when sbe bad guest
been beated with bunting, & so forth;
and all as if there bad been none there
save ber and the King's Son.

BCTC Walter departed all asham¬ed, as though be bad been a poor
man thrustaway from aricb kins/

man's door; & be said to himself that
this woman was hateful, and nought
love/worthy, & that sbe was little like
to tempt him, despite all the fairness
of ber body.

■O one else be saw in the bousethat even: be found meat and
drink duly served on a fair ta¬

ble, and thereafter be cameon agoodly
bed, & all things needful, but no child
of Hdam to do him service, or bid him
welcome or warning. Nevertheless be
ate, and drank, and slept, and put off
thoughtofall tbes e things till tbemor/
row, all the more as be hoped to see the
kind maiden some time betwixt sun¬
rise and sunset on that new day.
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ChapterXHXhewearingof fourdays
in the Stood beyond the Storld^Jf&

~S arose betimes, but
found no one to greet
him, neither was there
any sound of folk mov¬
ingwithin the fairhouse;
so he but broke his fast,

and then went forth and wandered a-

mongst the trees, tiU he found him a
stream to bathe in, and after he had
washed the night off him he lay down
under a tree thereby for a while, but
soon turned bach toward the house,
lest perchance the JVIaid should come
thither and he should miss her*

IgrjjCshould be saidthathalfabow/Hfl shot from thehouseon thatsidess&l (ne* due north thereof) was a lit/
tie hazel/brahe, and round about it the

I treesweresmallerofhindthan theoahs
and chestnuts he had passed through
before, being mostly of birch & quick/
en/beam and young ash, with small
wood betwixt them; so now he passed
through the thicket,and,coming to the



edge thereof, beheld the Lady and the SClalter
King's Son walking together hand in sees the
hand, full lovingly by seeming JS? Re €>vU
deemed it unmeet to draw back & hide
him, so he went forth past them to-
ward the houseXheKing's Son scowl/ Re
ed on him as he passed, but the Lady,
over whose beauteous faceflickered the
joyous morning smiles, took no more
heed of him than if he had been one of
the trees of thewood* Butshe hadbeen
so high and disdainful with him the
evening before, that he thought little
of thatXhe twain wenton,skirting the
hazel/copse, and he could not choose
but turn his eyes on thcm,sosorelydid
theLady's beau ty draw themXhen be/
fell another thing; for behind them the
boughs of the hazels parted, and there
stood that little evil thing,he oranoth/
er of his kind; for he was quite unclad,
save by his fell of yellowy/brown hair,
and that he was girt with a leathern
girdle,wherein was stuck an ugly two/
edged knife: hestooduprightamoment*
and cast his eyes at Walter & grinned,
but not as if he knew him; and scarce
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Matter could Walter say whether ft were the
longeth one he had seen, or another: then he
for the cast himselfdown on his belly,andfell
Maid t0 creeping through the longgrass like

a serpent, following the footsteps of
the Lady and her lover; and now, as he
crept, Walter deemed, in his loathing,
that the creature was liker to a ferret
than aught else* Re crept on marvel¬
lous swiftly,andwas soon clean out of
sight* But Walter stood staringafter
him for a while, and then lay down by
the copse/side, thathemight watch the
house and the entry thereof; for he
thought, now perchance presently will
the kind maiden come hither to com¬
fort me with a word or two* But hour
passed by hour, andstill she camenot;
and still he lay there, and thought of
the JVIaid, and longed for her kindness
& wisdom, till he could not refrain his
tears, & wept for the lack of her* Chen
he arose, andwent andsat in the porch,
and was very downcast of mood*

$crc as he sat there, back comes
the Lady again, the King’s Son
leading her by the hand; they



entered the porch, and she passed by
him so close that the odour of her rai¬
ment filled all the air about him, and
the sleekness ofher side nigh touched
him, so that he could not fall to note
that hergarmentswere somewhatdls/
arrayed,& that she kept her righthand
(for her left the King’s Son held) to her
bosom tohold thecloth together there,
whereas the rich raiment had been torn
off from her right shoulder* Hs they
passed by him, the King's Son once
more scowled on him, wordless, but
even more fiercely than before; and a-
galn the kady heeded him nought*

gfXZSR they had gone on a while,he entered the hall, and found It
empty from end to end, and no

soundIn Itsave the tlnkllngofthe foun#
tain; but there was victual set on the
board* f>e ate & drank thereof to keep
life lusty within him, & then went out
again to the wood/slde towatch and to
long; and the time hung heavy on his
hands because of the lack of the fair

TThose
two pass
him dis¬
dainfully

Malden*
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King's
Son
drives
him in

iF^i6 wa8 ofrowdnottogointo the
bouse to bis rest that night,

rm&M but to sleep under tbe bougbs
of tbe forest* But a little after sunset
be saw a brigbt/clad image moving a-
midst tbe carven images of tbe porch,
and tbe King's Son came forth &went
straight to him,and said: TTbou art to
enter tbe bouse, and go into tby ebam/
ber forthwith, and by no means to go
forth of it betwixt sunset and sunrise*
JMy kady will not away with tby prowl/
ing round tbe bouse in tbe night/tide
JSP therewith be turned away, & went
into tbe bouse again; and Walter fol¬
lowed him soberly, remembering bow
tbe JMaid bad bidden him forbear* So
be went to bis chamber, and slept*

Btrcamidstof tbenight be awokeand deemed that be beard a voice
not far off, so be crept out of bis

bed & peered around, lest, perchance,
tbe JVIaid bad come to speak with him;
but bis chamber was dusk and empty:
then bewent to tbewindow and looked
out, and saw tbe moon shining bright
and white upon tbe greensward* Hnd
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lot the Cady walking with the King's H fair
Son, & he clad in thin and wanton rai- sight, but
ment,butshe in nought else save what Pilous
God had given her of long, crispy yel¬
low hair*'Chen was Walter ashamed to
look on her,seemgthattherewasaman
with her, and gat him back to his bed;
but yet a long while ere he slept again
he had the image before his eyes of the
fair woman on thedewy moonlitgrass*

ncxt ***? mattcr8 went much
|«||| the same way, and the next also,sSsya save thathis sorrow was increas/
ed, and he sickened sorely of hope de/
ferred* On the fourth day also the fore/
noon wore aserst;butintheheatofthe
afternoon Walter sought to the hazel/
copse, and laid him down there hard by
alittle clearingtbereof,andslept from
very weariness of grief* Chere,after a
while, he woke with words still hang¬
ing in his ears, & he knew at once that
it was they twain talking together^
Che King's Son had just done his say,
and now it was the Cady beginning in
her honey/Sweet voice,lowbut strong,
wherein even was a little of huskiness;
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TZheLady she said: Otto, belike it were well to
mocks the have a little patience, till we find out
King's what the man is, & whence he cometh;
Son it will always be easy to rid us of him;

it is but a word to our Dwarf/king,& it
will be done in a few minutes JP pa¬
tience! said the King's Son, angrily; X
wot not howto have patiencewith him;
for X can see of him that he is rude and
violent and headstrong, & a low/bom
wily one* forsooth,he had patience cru
ough with me the other even, when X
rated him in, like the dog that he is, &
he had no manhood to say one word to
me* Soothly, as he followed after me,
1 had a mind to turn about & deal him
a buffeton the face, to see ifX could but
draw one angry word from himjfiSTCbe
Lady laughed, and said: Cttell, Otto, X
know not; that which thou deemest
dastardy in him may be but prudence
and wisdom, and he an alien, far from
his friends and nigh to his foes* per¬
chance we shall yet try him what he is*
JVIeanwhile,Xredethee try him notwith
buffets, save he be weaponless & with
bounden hands; or else X deem thatbut
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a little while shalt thou be fain of thy The Lady
blow* seems

B03Hwhen Sdalter heardherwords moreand the voice wherein they were friendly
said,he might not forbear being

stirred by them, and to him, all lonely
there, they seemed friendly JP But he
lay still, and the King's Son answered
the Lady and said: X know not what
is In thine heart concerning this runa¬
gate, that thou shouldst bemock me
with his valiancy,whereof thou know-
est nought*If thou deem m e unworthy
of thee, send me back safe to my fath¬
er's country; X may look to have wor¬
ship there; yea, and the love of fair wo¬
men belike JSP 'Therewith It seemed as
If he had put forth his hand to the La/
dy to caress her, for she said: JSay, lay
not thine hand on my shoulder, for to/
day and now It Is not the hand of love,
butofpride& folly,andwould/bemas/
tery* ]Nay,neither shalt thou rise up &
leave me until thy mood Is softer and
kinder to me*
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Hndyet
again

HBJV was there silence betwixt
them a while, and thereafter the
King's Son spake in a wheed¬

lingvoice :J^y goddess,!pray thee par/
don met But canstthou wonder that!
fear thy wearying of me, and am there/
fore peevish and jealous? thou so far
above the Queens of the Cdorld, and I a
poor youth that without thee were no/
thingf^Sheanswerednought,andhe
went on again: Cdas it not so, O god¬
dess, that this man of the sons of the
merchants was little heedful of thee,
and thy loveliness & thy majesty ? J&
She laughed & said: JVlaybe he deemed
not that he hadmuch to gain ofus,see/
ingthee sitting by our side, andwhere/
as we spake to him coldly and sternly
& disdainfully* Cdithal, the poor youth
was dazzled and shamefaced before
us; that we could see in the eyes and
the mien of him*

fOtil this she spoke so kindly &
sweetly, that again was malter
all stirred thereat; and it came

in tohis mind that itmight be she knew
he was anigh and hearing her, and that
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she spake as much for him as for the
King's Son: but that one answered:
kady, didst thou not see somewhat
else in his eyes, to wit, that they had
butof late looked on some fairwoman
other than thee? Hs for me, X deem it
not so unlike that on the way to thine
hall hemay have fallen in with thy JMaid
jtfFRe spoke in a faltering voice, as if
shrinking from somestorm thatmight
come* Hnd forsooth the lady's voice
was changed as she answered, though
there was no outward heat in it; rather
itwas sharp andeagerandcoldatonce*
She said: Yea, that is not ill thought
of; but we may not always keep our
thrall in mind* If it be soas thou deem/
est, we shall come to knowit most like
when we next fall in with her; or if she
hath been shy this time, then shall she
pay the heavier for it; forwewill ques/
tion her by the fountain in the Rail as
to what betid by the fountain of the
Rock^Spake the King's Son,falter¬
ing yet more: kady, were it not better
to question the man himself ? theJMaid
is stout/hearted, & willnotbespeedily
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CbeLady quelled into a true tale; whereas the
threatens man X deem of no accountjtfFJ^o, no,
tbeJMaid 8a|q the Lady sharply, it shall not be

JPTLhen was she silent a while; & then
shesaid: f)owCf theman should prove
to be our master? ^]May, our Lady,
said the King's Son, thou art jesting
with me; thou and thy might and thy
wisdom, and all that thy wisdom may
command, to be overmastered by a
gangrel churl fjgPBut how if IwUlnot
have it command,King's Son?said the
Lady: X tell thee X know thine heart,
but thou knowest not mine* But be at
peacef for since thou hast prayed for
thiswoman♦♦♦nay, not with thy words,
Iwot,but with thy trembling hands,&
tbineanxious eyes, and knitted brow...
X say,since thou hastprayed for her so
earnestly, she shall escape this time.
But whether itwill be to her gain in the
long run, Xmisdoubt me. See thou to
that, Ottot thou who hast held me in
thine arms sooft. Hnd now thou may/
est depart if thou wilt.
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seemed to Walter as if the
Son were dumbfounder/

ed at her words: he answered

Che next
day

nought,andpresentlyherose from the
ground, and went his ways slowly to¬
ward the house* 'Che kady lay there a
little while, & then went herways also;
but turned away from the house to¬
ward thewoodat theotherend thereof,
whereby Hlalter had firstcome thlthen

S for Walter, hewas confused in
mind and shaken In spirit; and
withal he seemed to see guile &

crueldeeds under the talkof those two,
andwaxedwrathfu l thereat*Yet he said
to himself, that nought might he do,
but was as one bound hand and foot,
till he had seen the Maid again*
Chapter XUX JSow Is the F)unt up^

eXC morning was he up
betimes, but he was cast
down and heavy ofheart,
not looking for aught
else tobetide than had be/
tid those last four days*

But otherwise it fell out; for when he



TThe Lady came down into the hall, there was the
is grown kadysittingon the high/seat all alone,
gracious clad but in a coat of white linen; & she
to Walter turned her head when she heard his

footsteps, & lookedon him,& greeted
him, and said: Come hither, guestJ&
So he went and stood before her, and
she said: Chough as yet thou hasthad
no welcome here, & no honour, it hath
notentered into thineheart to flee from
us; and to say sooth, that is well for
thee, for flee away from our hand thou
mightest not, nor mightest thou de¬
part without our furtherance* But for
this we can thee thank, that thou hast
abided here our bidding, & eaten thine
heart through theheavywearingoffour
days, and made no plaint* Yet X cannot
deem thee a dastard; thou so well knit
andshapely of body, so clear/eyedand
bold of visage* ^therefore now X ask
thee, art thou willing to do me service,
thereby to earn thy guesting?

HIXSRansweredher,some/
what faltering at first, for he
was astonishedat the change

which had come over her; for now she
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spoke to him in friendly wise, though She bid-
indeed as agreat ladywould speak to a deth him
young man ready to serve her in all ho/ service
nour. Said he: Cady, lean thee thank
humbly and heartily in that thou bid-
dest me do thee service; for these days
past X have loathed the emptiness of
the hours, and nought better could X
ask for than toserve soglorious aJMis/
tress in all honour She frowned
somewhat, and said: “Chou shalt not
call me ]Mistress; there is but one who
so calleth me, that is my thrall; & thou
artnonesuch*Chou shaltcallmeCady,
and X shall bewell pleased that thou be
my squire, and for this present thou
shalt serve me in the hunting. So get
thy gear; take thy bowandarrows, and
gird thee to thy sword, for in this fair
landmay one find beastsmoreperilous
than be buck or hart. X go now to array
me; we will depart while the day is yet
young; for so make we the summer
day the fairest.

made obeisance to her, and she
l arose & went to her chamber, and
CKalter digbt himself, and then
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]Sow abode her in the porch; and Cn less than
cometh an hour she came out of the hall, and
the JMaid Walter's heart beat when he saw that
again theJMaid followed her hard at heel, and

scarce might he school his eyes not to
gaze over/eagerly at his dear friend*
She was clad even as she was before,
and was changed in nowise, save that
love troubled her facewhen she firstbe/
held him,& she had much ado to mas¬
ter it: howbeit theJMistress heeded not
the trouble of her, or made no sem¬
blance of heeding it, till theJMaiden's
face was all according to its won t*

Htrc this Walter found strange,that after all that disdain of the
JMaid"s thralldom which he had

heardof the JMistress, and afterall the
threats against her, now was the JMis¬
tress become mild and debonaire to
her, as a good lady to her good maiden*
Cdhen Walter bowed the knee to her,
she turned unto the JMaid, and said:
Jvook thou, my JMaid, at this fair new
Squire that X have gotten f Cdill not he
be valiant in the greenwood?Hnd see
whether he bewell shapen or not* Doth
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he not touch thine heart, when thou
thinkest of all the woe, and fear, and
troubleof thefldorldbeyond theSKood,
which he hath escaped, to dwell in this
little land peaceably, and well/beloved
both by the JVlistress & the JMaid?Hnd
thou,my Squire,look a littleat this fair
slim JMaiden, and say if she pleaseth
thee not: didst thou deem that we had
any thing so fair in this lonely place ?

RHJ^K and kind was the smile
on her radiant visage, nor did
she seem to note any whit the

trouble on Walter's face, nor how he
strove to keep his eyes from theJMaid*
Hs for her,she had sowhollymastered
her countenance, that belike she used
her face guilefully, for she stood as
one humble but happy,with a smile on
her face, blushing, and with her head
hung down as if shamefaced before a
goodly young man, a stranger But
theLady looked upon her kindly&said:
Come hither, child, and fear not this
frank and free young man, who belike
feareth thee a little,& fullcertainly fear/
eth me; and yet only after the manner
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H lovely of men j^Hnd therewith she took the
thing in jviaid by the hand and drew her to her,
the land & pressed her to her bosom, & kissed

her cheeks and her Ups, and undid the
lacing of her gown & bared a shoulder
of her, and swept away her skirt from
her feet; and then turned toWalterand
said: ko thou, Squire f is not this a
lovely thing to havegrown upamongst
our rough oak/boles ? 3dbat 1 art thou
looking at the Cron ring there ? It is
nought, save a token that she Cs mine,
and that I may not be without herj^
'Cbcn she took the JMaid by the shoul¬
ders and turned her about as Cn sport,
and said: Go thou now, & bring hither
the goodgrey ones; for needsmust we
bring homesom evenison today,where/
as this stout warrior may not feed on
nought save manchets and honey*

■OtheJMaidwent her way,takingcare, as Cdalter deemed, to give
no side glance to him* But he

stood there shamefaced, so confused
with all this open/hearted kindness of
the great kady & with the fresh sight
of the darling beauty of tbejviafd,tbat
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be went nigh totbinkingtbatallbebad T^beJvady
beard since be bad come to tbe porcb jests bit-
of tbe bouse that first time was but a ter/sweet
dream of evil*

CTC while be stood pondering
these matters, and staring be¬
fore him as one mazed,tbe Jvady

laughed out in bis face, and touched
him on tbe arm & said: Hb, our Squire,
is it so that now thou bast seen my
JVIaid thou wouldst with a good will
abide behind to talk with her ? But call
to mind tby word pledged to me e'en
now! Hnd moreover X tell thee this for
tby behoof now she Isoutof ear/sbot,
that X will above all things take thee
away to/day: for there be other eyes,&
they nought uncomely, that look at
whiles on my fair/ank led thrall; &who
knows but tbe swords might be out If
X take not tbe better heed,and give thee
not every whit of tby will.

she spoke and moved forward,
be turneda little, so tbatnow tbe
edge of that hazel coppice was

within bis eye/sbot, & be deemed that
oncemore be sawtbeyellow/brown evil
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^Halter tbingcrawling forth from tbetbicket;
meets then, turning suddenly on the kady,
guile with bemetbereyes,andseemedin onemo/
guile ment of time to find a far other look in

them than thatof franknessand kind¬
ness; though in a flash they changed
hack again, and she said merrily and
sweetly: So so, Sir Squire, now art
thou awake again, & mayest fora little
while look on me*

■Oftl it came into his head, withthat look ofhers,all thatmight
befall him and the JMaid if he

masterednothis passion,nordidwhat
he might to dissemble; so he bent the
knee to her, and spoke boldly to her in
her own vein, and said: ]^fay, most gra¬
cious of ladies, neverwould X abide be/
hind to/day since thou farest afield*
But ifmy speech be hampered,or mine
eyes stray, is it not because my mind
is con fused by thy beauty,^ thehoney
of kind words which floweth from thy
mouth ?jg?She laughedoutrightathis
word, but not disdainfully, and said:
'Chis is well spoken, Squire, and even
what a squire should say to his liege
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lady, when the sun is up on afairmom/ Of the
ing, and she and he and all the world kady's
are glad^She stoodquitenear him as arra?
she spoke, her hand was on his shoub
der, and her eyes shone and sparkled.
Sooth tosay, thatexcusingofhis con-
fusion was like enough in seeming to
the truth; for sure never creature was
fashioned fairer than she: cladshewas
for the greenwood as thehunting/god/
dess of the Gentiles, with her green
gown gathered unto her girdle, & san¬
dals on her feet; a bow in her hand and
a quiver at her back: she was taller and
biggerof fashion than thedearJMaiden,
whiter of flesh, andmoreglorious,and
brighter of hair; as a flower of flowers
for fairness and fragrance.

BfiS said: TThou art verily a fairsquire before the hunt is up, &
if thou be as good in the hunt¬

ing, all will be better than well, and the
guest will be welcome. But lot here
cometh our JMaid with the good grey
ones. Go meet her, and we will tarryno
longer than for thy taking the leash in
handj@?So Walter looked, and saw the
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Che Cady jviald coming with two couple of great
lies some/ hounds in the leash straining against
what her a8 8he came along. fie ran lightly

to meet her, wondering if he should
have a look,ora half/whisper from her;
but she let him take the white thongs
from her hand, with the same half-
smlle of shamefacedness still set on
her face,&,going past him ,cam esoftly
up to the Cady, swaying like a willow-
branch in the wind, and stood before
her, with her arms hanging down by
hersldes.Chen theCady turned to her,
and said: Cook to thyself, our JVlald,
whileweareaway. Chls falryoungman
thou needest not to fear indeed, for he
is good and 'leal; but what thou shalt
do with the King’s Son Iwot not. fie
Is a hot lover forsooth,butahardman;
and whiles evil is his mood, &perilous
both to thee andme. Hndlf thou dohis
will,It shall be III for thee; & If thou do
Itnot, tak e heedofhim, and let m e, and
me only, come between his wrath and
thee.Xmay do somewhat for thee,even
yesterday he was Instant with me to
have thee chastlsedafter themannerof
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thralls; but X bade him keep silence of
such words, and jeered him & mocked
him, till hewentaway from me peevish
& In anger* So look to It that thou fall
not Into any trap of his contrivance*

the JVIaldcast herself at the
distress's feet, & kissed & em¬
braced them; and as she rose up,

the kady laid her hand lightly on her
head, andthen, turning toWalter,cried
out: JSow Squire, let us leave all these
troubles and wiles and desires behind
us, and flit through the merry green¬
wood like the Gentiles of old days
Hnd therewith she drew up the laps of
hergown till thewhitenessofherknees
was seen, and set off swiftly toward
the wood that lay south of the house,
andCdalter followed, marvellingat her
goodllness; nor durst he cast a look
backward to the JVIalden, for he knew
that she desired hlm,& It was her only
that he looked to for his deliverance
from this house of guile and lies*

IVowlsthe
jviald left
behind
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CbapterXIVXhefiuntingoftheFjart.
gs they wen t, they found a

change in the land,which
grew emptier of big and
wide/spreading trees, &

'4 more beset with thickets*
from one of these they

roused a hart, and Walter let slip his
hounds thereafter, & he and the J*ady
followedrunning*Gxceedingswift was
sbe,&welbbreatbedwithal,so that Cdal/
ter wondered at her; and eager she was
in the chase as the very hounds, heed¬
ing nothingthe scratchingofbriars or
thewbippingofstiff twigs as she sped
on* But for all their eager hunting, the
quarry outran both dogs and folk, and
gat him into a great thicket, amidmost
whereof was a wide plash of water* In/
to the thicket they followed him, but
,be took to the water under their eyesland made land on the other side; and
because of the tangle of underwood,
he swam across much faster than they
>might have any hope to come round on
him; and so were the hunters left un-



done for that time* the Lady

HO the Lady cast herself down on Is peevishthe green grass anigh the water,
while Walter blew the hounds in

and coupled them up; then he turned
round to her,& lot shewasweeping for
despite that they had lost the quarry;
and again did Walter wonder that so
little a matter should raise a passion
of tears in her* fie durst not ask what
ailed her, or proffer her solace, but was
not ill apaid by beholding her loveli¬
ness as there she lay*
ffg^ResejSTCLYsheraisedupher

bead and turned toWalter, and
spake to him angrily and said:

Squire,why dost thou standstaringat
me like a fool ? Yea, Lady, he said;
but the sight of thee maketh me fool¬
ish to do aught else but to look on thee
JP She said, in a peevish voice: T^ush,
Squire, theday is too farspent forsoft
and courtly speeches; what was good
there is nought so good here* 3dithal,
X know more of thine heart than thou
deemestj^^dalterhungdown his head
and reddened, and she looked on him,
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'Che Cady andherface changed,andshe smiled&
will bathe said,kindly this time:Cook ye,Squire,

lam hot andweary,andill/content; but
presently it will be better with me; for
my knees have been telling my shoul¬
ders that the cold water of this little
lakewill be sweet& pleasant this sum/
mer noonday, and that X shall forget
my foil when I have taken my pleasure
therein, therefore, go thou with thine
hounds without the thicket and there
abide my coming. Hnd X bid thee look
not aback as thou goest, for therein
were peril to thee: X shall not k eep thee
tarrying long alone.

bowed his head to her, and
turned and went his ways. Hnd
now, when he was a little space

away from her, he deemed her indeed a
marvel of women, andwell/nigh forgat
all his doubts & fears concerning her,
whether she were a fair image fashion/
ed out of lies and guile, or it might be
but an evil thingin the shapeofagood/
ly woman, forsooth, when he saw her
caressing the dear and friendly JYlaid,
his heartallturnedagainsther,despite
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what his eyes & his cars told his mind, ]^ow is
& she seemed like as It were a serpent she kind
enfolding the simplicity of the body again
which he loved jff But now It was all
changed, and he lay on the grass and
longed for her coming; which was de/
layed for somewhat more than an hour.
'Chen she came back to him, smiling &
fresh and cheerful, her green gown let
down to her heels JP f>e sprang up to
meet her, & she came close to him,and
spake from a laughing face: Squire,
hast thou no meat In thy wallet ? for,
meseemeth,! fed thee when thou wert
hungry the other day; do thou now the
same by me F>e smiled, and louted
to her, and took his wallet and brought
out thence bread and flesh and wine, &
spread them all out before her on the
green grass, and then stood by hum¬
bly before her. But she said: J^ay,my
Squire, sit down by me & eat with me,
for to/day are we both hunters toge¬
ther JP So he sat down by her tremb¬
ling, but neither for awe of her great¬
ness, nor for fear & horror of her guile
and sorcery.
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She asks
Walter of
Langton
and its
folk

tOfiXLe they sat there together
after they had done their meat, &
theLady fell a/talkingwith Cttal/

ter concerning the parts of the earth,
and the manners of men,& ofhis jour/
neylngs to and froj^Ht last she said:
TThou hast told me much and answer¬
ed all my questions wisely, and as my
good Squire should,and thatpleaseth
me* But now tell me of the city where¬
in thou wert born & bred; a city where¬
of thou hast hitherto told me nought

Lady, he said, it is a fair and a great
city, & to many it seemeth lovely* But
X have left it, and now it is nothing to
me j? F)ast thou not kindred there ?
said she JP Yea, said he, and foemen
withal; and a false woman waylayeth
my life there Hnd what was she ?
said the Ladyj^Said Walter: She was
but my wife J& Cdas she fair ? said the
Lady JP Walter looked on her a while,
and then said: X was going to say that
she was welbnigh as fair as thou; but
that may scarce be* Yet was she very
fair* But now, kind and gracious Lady,
X will say this word to thee: X marvel
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that thou askest so many things con¬
cerning the city of Langton on F)olm,
where X was bom, and where are my
kindred yet; for meseemeth that thou
knowest it thyselfj^lknow it,X?said
theLady^SIhat, then f thou knowest
itnot ? saidSlalter Spake the Lady,
and some of her ol i disdain was in her
words: Dost thou deem that! wander
about the world& its cheaping/steads
like one of the chapmen ? ]Say, X dwell
in the Stood beyond the Slorld, & no¬
where else* SIhat hath put this word
into thy mouth 7 JP f)e said: pardon
me,Lady,if Xhavemisdone; but thus
it was: JVKne own eyes beheld thee go¬
ing down the quays of our city, and
thence a ship/board, & the ship sailed
out of the haven* Hnd first ofallwent a

strange dwarf,whom X have seen here,
and then thy JVIaid; and then went thy
gracious and lovely body*

Bfi6 Lady's face changed as hespoke, and she turned red and
then pale, & set her teeth; but

she refrained her, & said: Squire, X see
of thee that thou art no liar, nor light
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TThe Lady of wit, therefore X suppose that thou
is wroth hast verily seen some appearance of

me; but never have! been m Langton,
nor thought thereof, nor known that
such a stead there was until thou na-

medst it e'en now* therefore,!deem
that an enemy hath cast the shadow
of me on the air of that land Jf Yea,
my Lady, saidWalter; andwhat enemy
mightest thou have to have done this ?
j^She was slow of answer, but spake
atlastfromaquiveringmouthofanger:
Knowest thou not the saw, that a man's
foes are theyofhis own house ? XfI find
out for a truth who hath done this, the
said enemy shall have an evil hour with
me.

jGHXJV she was silent, and shes
clenched her hands & strained
her limbs in the heat of her an/

ger; so that Cdalter was afraid of her,
and all hismisgivings came back to his
heart again, & he repented that he had
told her so much. But in a little while
all that trouble and wrath seemed to
flow off her, and again was she ofgood
cheer, and kind and sweet to him; and
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she said: But In sooth, however it may
be, X thank thee, my Squire and friend,
for telling me hereof* Hnd surely no
wy te do! lay on thee* Hnd,moreover, Is
it not this vision which hath brought
thee hither? So it Is, Jvady, said he

'Chen have we to thank It, said the
kady, & thou art welcome to our land
^Hnd therewith she heldoutherhand
to him, and he took It on his knees and
kissed It; & then It was as If a red/hot
Iron had run through his heart, and he
felt falnt,& bowed down his head* But
he held her hand yet, & kissed It many
times, and the wrist and the arm, and
knew not where he was*

Here she drew a little away fromhim,and arose and said: f^ow Is
the day wearing, and If we are to

bear back any venison we must buckle
to the work* So arise, Squire,and take
the hounds and come with me; for not
far off Is a little thicket which mostly
harbours folson ofdeer, great& small*
ket us come our ways*

]Vow Is
she kind
again
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CbapterXVXbeslayingoftbeQuarry
O they walked on quietly
tbence some half a mile,
and ever tbe kady would
have Walter to walk by
ber side, & not follow a
little behind ber, as was

meet for a servant to do; & sbe touch/
ed bis band at whiles as sbe showed
him beast and fowl and tree, and tbe
sweetness of ber body overcame him,
so that for a while be thought of no¬
thing save her*

■OCd when they were come to tbethicket/side, sbe turned to him
& said: Squire, X am no ill wood/

man, so that thou mayst trust me that
we shall not be brought to shame tbe
second time;andlsball do sagely: so
(nock an arrow to thy bow,and abideme
here, & stirnot hence; fori shall enter
this thicket without tbe bounds, and
arouse tbe quarry for thee;and see that
thou be brisk and clean/sbooting, and
then sbalt thou have a reward of me.

therewith sbe drew up ber skirts
through bergirdle again, took berbent
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bow in her band, and drew an arrow out ew
of the quiver, and stepped lightly in/ tidings
to the thicket, leaving him longing for
the sight of her, as he hearkened to the
tread of her feet on the dry leaves, and
therustlingof the brake as she thrust
through it^Chus he stood for a few
minutes, and then he heard a kind of
gibbering cry without words,yet as of
a woman, coming from the thicket, &
while his heart was yet gathering the
thought that something had gone a-
miss, he glided swiftly, but with little
stir, in to the brake*

EipjgftS had gone but a little way ere
the Jvady standing there

pm&mb in a narrow clearing, her face
pale as death, her knees cleaving to¬
gether, her body swaying and totter¬
ing, her hands hanging down, andthe
bow and arrow fallen to the ground;
and ten yards before her a great/head¬
ed yellow creature crouching flat to the
earth and slowly drawingnigher^ Re
stopped short; one arrow was already
notched to the string, & another hung
loose to the lesser fingersofbis string/
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rbe lion band* Re raised bis right band, & drew
slain & loosed in a twinkling; tbe shaft flew

closeto the Lady’s sideband straight¬
way all tbewood rung witbabugeroar,
as tbe yellow lion turned about to bite
at tbe shaft which bad sunk deep in¬
to him behind tbe shoulder,as ifa bolt
out of tbe heavens bad smitten him*
But straightway bad CCIalter loosed a/
gain, & then, throwing down bis bow,
be ran forward with bis drawn sword
gleaming in bis band, while tbe lion
weltered and rolled, but bad no might
to move forwardXbenWalter went up
to him warily & thrust him through to
tbe heart,& leapt aback, lest tbe beast
might yet have life in him to smite; but
be left bis struggling, bis huge voice
died out,and be lay there moveless be/
fore tbe hunter*

JHL'CGR abode a little, facing
him, & then turned about to
tbe Lady, and she bad fallen

down in a heapwhereas she stood,and
lay there all huddled up and voiceless*
So be knelt down by her, and lifted up
her bead,and bade her arise,for tbe foe
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was slain* Hndaftera littleshestretch/
edouther limbs,& turned about on the
grass, & seemed to sleep, and the col¬
our came into her face again, & it grew
soft and a little smiling*Chus she lay
awhile, and^Clalter sat by her watching
her,till at last she opened her eyes and
sat up, and knew him, and smiling on
him said: Xdhat hath befallen, Squire,
that! have slept& dreamed Re an/
swered nothing, till her memory came
back to her, and then she arose, trem-
blingand pale,& said: ketus leave this
wood,for theGnemy is therein^Hnd
she hastened away before him till they
came out at the thicket/side whereas
the hounds had been left, & they were
standing there uneasy and whining;
so Xdalter coupled them, while the ka-
dy stayed not, but went away swiftly
homeward, and Xdalter followed*

SC last she stayed her swift feet,and turned roundon Xdalter, and
said: Squire, come hither! JP So

did he, and she said: X am weary again;
let us sit under this quicken/tree, and
rest us jgFSo they sat down, and she
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Now she sat looking between her knees a while;
cometh to and at last she said: Sflhy didst thou
herself not bring the lion's hide?^ Re said:

kady, 1 will go back and flay the beast,
and bring on the hide Hnd he arose
therewith, but she caught him by the
skirts and drew him down, and said:
J^ay,thou shaltnotgo; abidewithme.
Sit down again J& Re did so, and she
said :TThou shalt not go from me; fori
am afraid: I am not used to lookingon
the face of death JP She grew pale as
she spoke, & set a hand to her breast,
& sat so a while without speaking* Ht
last she turned to him smiling,&said:
Row was it with the aspect ofmewhen
Istood before the peril of the Bnemy?
JSF Hnd she laid a hand upon his JP O
gracious one, quoth he, thou wert, as
ever, full lovely, but I feared for thee
jffShe moved not her hand from his,
and she said: 0ood and true Squire, I
said ere I entered the thicket e'en now
that Iwould reward thee if thou slew-
estthequarry* Re is dead,though thou
hast left the skin behind upon thecar-
case.Hsk now thy reward,but taketime
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to think what it shall bcJPVtt felt her
hand warm upon his, and drew in the
sweet odour of her mingled with the
woodland scents under the hot sun of
the afternoon, & his heartwas clouded
with manlike desire of her. Hnd it was
a near thing but he had spoken, and
craved ofher the rewardof the freedom
of her JMaid, and that he might depart
with her into other lands; but as his
mind wavered betwixt this & that, the
Cady, who had been eyeing him keenly,
drew her handaway from him; & there/
withdoubt& fear flowed intohismind,
& he refrained him of speech jj^Chen
she laughed merrily & said: Che good
Squire is shamefaced; he fearethalady
more than a lion. Still it be a reward to
thee if I bid thee to kiss my cheeky
therewith she leaned her face toward
him, and he kissed her well/favoured-
ly,and then sat gazing on her, wonder¬
ing what should betide to him on the
morrow.

BfiGJST she arose & said: ComeSquire, and let us home; benot
abashed, there shall be other
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rewards hereafterj£?Sotheywent their
ways quietly; and it was nigh sunset
against they entered the house again*
Walter looked round for theJVlaid, but
beheldhernot; &theJvadysaidtohim:
X go to my chamber, & now is thy ser¬
vice over for this day^Chen she nod¬
ded tohim friendlyand went herways*
Chap terXVX* Of the King's Son & the
jviaid^f^

ggiTCas formatter, hewent
out of the house again,
and faredslowly over the
woodlawns tillhecameto
another close thicket or

brake; he entered from
mere wantonness,or that he might be
the moreapart & hidden, so as to think
over his case*Chere he lay down under
the thick boughs,butcouldnotso herd
,his thoughts that they would dwell
Jsteadyinlookingintowhatmightcome
to him within the next days; rather vi¬
sions of those twowomen & the mon-
>ster did but float before him, and fear
and desire & the hopeof life ran to and



fro in bis mind* TTbe JVfafd
S be lay thus be beard footsteps and the

l drawing near, and be looked be- King's
tween tbe boughs, and tbougb ^on

tbesun bad just set, be could see close
by him a man & awoman going slowly,
& they band in band; at firstbedeemed
itwould be tbe King's Son & tbe Lady,
but presently be saw that it was tbe
King's Son indeed, but that it was tbe
JMaidwhom bewas boldingby tbeband*
Hnd now be saw of bim that bis eyes
were brigbtwitb desire,andof bertbat
sbe was very pale* when be beard
ber begin to speak, it was in a steady
voice that sbe said: King's Son,
tbou bast threatened me oft and un¬

kindly, and now tbou tbreatenest me
again, andno less unkindly*Butwhat¬
ever were tby need herein before, now
is tberenomoreneed; formyJMistress,
of whom tbou wertweary,isnow grown
weary of thee, & belikewillnot now re¬
ward me for drawing tby love to me, as
once sbe wou Id havedone; towit,before
tbe comingof this strangerXberefore
X say, since X am but a thrall, poor and
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Walter helpless, betwlxtyou twomightyones,
noteth Ihavenocholce buttodo thy wIll^Hs
the spy Qbe spoke she looked all round about

her, as one distraught by the anguish
of fear*Walter, amidstofhiswrathand
grief,badwelbnlgb drawn his sword&
rushed out of his lair upon the King's
Son* But he deemed It sure that, so
doing, he should undo the JMald alto¬
gether, and himself also belike, so be
refrained him, though It were a hard
matter*

■F)GJVIald had stayed herffcet nowclose to where Walter lay, some
five yards from him only, and he

doubtedwhethershesawhim not from
where shestood*Hs to the Klng’sSon,
hewas so Intent upon theJVTald, andso
greedy of her beauty, that It was not
Ilk e thathe sawanythingsJ^owmore/
over Walter looked, & deemed that he
beheld something through the grass
and bracken on the other sideof those
two, an ugly brown and yellow body,
which, If It were not some beast of the
foumart klnd,mustneedsbethemon-
strous dwarf,oroneof his kin; andthe
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flesh crept upon Walter's bones with Hn un-
the horror of himjflFBut the King's kind lover
Son spoke unto the JVIaid: Sweetling,
X shall take the gift thou givest me,
neither shall X threaten thee any more,
howbeit thou givest it not very glad¬
ly or graciously^She smiled on him
with her lips alone, for her eyes were
wandering and haggard. JMy lord, she
said, is not this themannerof women ?

Cdell, he said, X say that X will take
thy love evensogiven.Yetletmeheara/
gain that thou lovest not that vilenew/
comer, & that thou hast not seen him,
save thismomingalongwithmyLady.
]^ay now, thou shalt swear it 3dhat
shallXswear by ? she saidj^FQuoth he,
thou shalt swear by my body; & there/
with he thrusthimselfcloseupagainst
her; but she drew her hand from his,&
laid it on his breast, andsaid: Xswearit
by thy body^ Re smiled on her licor-
ously, and took her by the shoulders,
andkissed her facemany times,& then
stood aloof from her, and said: ]Vow
have X had hansel: but tell me, when
shall X come to thee ?j®FShe spoke out
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Walter& clearly: Cdithin three days at furthest;
the jviatd x will do thee to wit of the day and the

hour to/morrow,or the day after^ Re
kissed her once more, and said: forget
itnot, or the threat holds goodjs?Hnd
therewith heturnedaboutandwenthis
ways toward the house; & Walter saw
the yellow/brown thing creeping after
him in the gathering dusk*

S for the JVIaid, she stood for
a while without moving, and
looking after the King's Son

& the creature that followed him *Chen
she turned about to where QXalter lay
and lightly put aside the boughs, and
Walter leapt up, and they stood face
to face* She said softly but eagerly:
friend, touch me not yettj^Re spake
not, but looked on her sternly* She
said: 'Chou art angry with me?^Still
hespakenot; but she said: friend,this
at least!will pray thee; not to play with
life & death; with happiness and mis¬
ery* Dost thou not remember the oath
which we swore each to each but a little
while ago? Hnd dost thou deem that 1
have changed in these few days ? Is thy
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mind concerning thee and me the same fier sweet-
as itwas ? If it be not so, now tell me* ttcos & her
for now have! the mind to do as if neu valiancy
ther thou norlarechanged to each oth/
er, whoever may have hissed mine un-
wllllngllps,orwhomsoeverthyllpsmay
have hissed* But if thou hastchanged,
andwilt no longer give me thy love,nor
crave mine, then shall this steel (& she
drew a sharp knife from her girdle) be
for the fool and the dastard who hath
made thee wroth with me, my friend,
& my friend that 1 deemed X had won*
Hndthen let comewhat will comet But
If thou be nought changed, & theoath
yet holds, then, when a littlewhile hath
passed, maywe thrustall evil and guile
and grief behind us, and long joy shall
lie before us, and long life,& all honour
In death: If only thou wilt do as X bid
thee, O my dear, and my friend, and my
first friend!

SB looked on her, and his breastheaved up as all the sweetness of
her kind love took hold on him,

and his face changed, & the tears filled
his eyes and ran over, and rained down
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Walter before her, and be stretched out bis
overcome band toward her jgF'Cben she said ex~
by love ceedingsweetly: JNowindeedXsee that

it is well with me,yea, & with tbee also.
H sore pain it is to me, that not even
now may X take tbine band, and cast
minearmsabout tbee, and kiss tbelips
that love me. But so it has to be. JVly
dear, even so X were fain to stand here
long before tbee, even if we spake no
more word to each other; but abiding
here is perilous; for there is everan evil
spy upon my doings, who has now as
X deem followed the King's Son to the
bouse, but whowill return when be has
tracked him home thither: so we must
sunder. But belike there is yet time for
a word or two: first, the rede which X
bad thought on for our deliverance is
now afoot, thougbXdurst not tell tbee
thereof,norhave timethereto.But this
much shall X tell thee, that whereas
great is thecraftofmydistress in wiz/
ardry,yetXalso have some little craft
therein, and this, which she hath not,
to change the aspect of folk soutterly
that they seem other than they verily
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are; yea,so thatonemay have theaspect She
of another, ffow thenext thing is this: pleads
whatsoever myJVIlstressmay bid thee, with
do her will therein with no more nay- Walter
saying than thou deemest may please
her. Hnd the next thing: wheresoever
thou mayst meet me, speak not to me,
makeno sign tom e, even whenXseem to
beallalone, till!stoop down and touch
theringon myanklewithmyrighthand;
but If X do so, then stay thee, without
fall, till X speak. Che last thing X will
say to thee, dear friend, ere we both go
our ways, this It Is. CClhen we are free,
and thou knowest all that X have done,
X pray thee deem me not evil & wicked,
and be notwroth with me for my deed;
whereas thou wottest well that X am
not In like plight with other women. X
have heard tell that when the knight
goeth to the war, and hath overcome
his foes by theshearlngofswordsand
guileful tricks,&hath come back home
tohis own folk, they praise hlm&bless
him, and crown him with flowers, and
boastofhim before God In tbemlnster
for his deliverance of friend and folk
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and city* Cdby shouldst thou be worse
to me than this ? ]Sow is all said, my
dear and my friend; farewell, farewell f
(^ggRCRGOTTCR she turned&went

her ways toward the bouse in all
speed, but making somewhat of

a compass* Hnd when sbe was gone,
CKalterkneltdown and kissed tbe place
where her feet bad been, & arose there¬
after,&made bisway toward tbe bouse,
be also, but slowly, and stayingoft on
bis way*
Chapter XVU* Of tbe Rouse and tbe
pleasance In tbe ^Clood^^pt

srnw tbe morrow morning
fj ^Halter loitered a while

about tbe bouse till tbe
mom was grown old,and
then about noon be took
bis bow and arrows and

went Into tbe woods to tbe northward,
togethim somevenlson*Rewentsome/
what far ere besbot him a fawn, & then
besathim down torestunder tbeshade
ofa great chestnut tree, for It was not
farpast tbehottestoftbeday* Re look/



ed around thence and saw below him a Che Lady
little dale with a pleasant stream run- is here
ning through it, and he bethought him
of bathing therein, so he went down &
had his pleasure of the water and the
willowy banks; for he lay naked awhile
on the grass by the lip of the water,for
joy of the flickering shade, and the lit¬
tle breeze that ran over the down/long
ripples of the stream JP Chen he did
on his raiment, and began to come his
ways up the bent, but had scarce gone
three steps ere he saw awoman coming
towards him from down/stream* FMs
heart came into hismouthwhen he saw
her,forshe stooped & reached down her
arm, as ifshewould lay her hand on her
ankle, so that at first he deemed it had
been the JVlaid, but at the second eye¬
shot he saw that it was the JMistress*
She stood still and looked on him, so
that he deemed she would have him
cometoher*Sohewenttomeether,and
grewsomewhatshamefacedas he drew
nigher,& wondered at her, for nowwas
she clad but in one garment of some
dark greysilky stuff,embroideredwith,
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^Halter (a asitwere,agarlandof flowersabout the
abashed middle, but which was so thin that, as

thewind drifted it from side and limb,
it hid her nomore, but for thesaid gar¬
land, than if water were running over
her: her face was full of smiling joy &
content as she spake to him in a kind,
caressing voice, and said: X give thee
good day, good Squire, & well art thou
met*Hnd she heldout her hand to him*
Re kneltdown beforeherand kissedit,
andabodestillupon his knees,& hang/
ing down his headjgFBut she laughed
outright, and stooped down to him, &
put her hand to his arms, & raised him
up, and said to him: Sdhat is this, my
Squire, that thou kneelest to me as to
an idol r^Resaid faltering:!wotnot;
but perchance thou art an idol; and X
fear theejgPtHhat f she said, more than
yesterday, whenas thou sawestmea-
fratd?^Satd he: Tea, for that now X
see thee unhidden, & meseemeth there
hath been none such since theold days
of theGen tilesj^She said: Rast thou
not yet bethought thee of a gift to
craveof me, a reward for the slaying of
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mlneenemy,andtbesavlngofmefrom Cbekady
death ? JP O my kady, be said, even so Is wrath
much would X have done for any other wjtb
lady,or,forsooth,forany poorman; for Walter
somy manhoodwouldhave blddenme.
Speak not of gifts to me then* ]More~
over (and he reddened therewith,& his
voice faltered), didst thou not give me
my sweetrewardyesterday?Cdhatmore
durst task?

HRS held her peace awhile,& look/ed on him keenly; & he reddened
under her gaze* Chen wrath came

Into her face, and she reddened & knit
her brows, and spake to him In a voice
of anger, & said: J^ay, what Is this ? Xt
is growing In mymind that thou deem/
est the gift ofme unworthy t Chou, an
alien, an outcast; oneendowedwith the
littlewisdom of the floridwithout the
Cdoodt Hnd here X stand before thee,
all glorlouslnmy nakedness, &so ful¬
filled of wisdom, that X can make this
wilderness to any whom X love more
full of joy than the kingdoms & cities
of the world***and thou f***Hh, but It Is
the Snemy that hath done this,& made
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the guileless guileful! \ct mil X have
the upper hand at least, though thou
suffer forit, and X suffer for thee*

1 2HLC6Rstood beforeherwith

^ hanging head, & he put forth
> his hands as if prayingoffher

anger, and pondered what answer he
shouIdmake; fornow he feared forhim/
self and the JVlaid; so at last he looked
up to her, andsaid boldly: JNTay, kady, X
know what thy words mean, whereas
X remember thy first welcome of me* X
wot, forsooth, that thou wouldst call
me base/bom, and of no account, and
unworthy to touch the hem of thy rai¬
ment; and that X have been over/bold,
and guilty towards thee; & doubtless
this is sooth, andlhave deserved thine
anger: butXwillnotask theetopardon
me, for X have done but what X must
needs* She looked on him calmly now,
and without any wrath, but rather as if
she would read whatwaswritten in his
inmost heart* 'Chen her face changed
into joyousness again, and she smote
her palms together, & cried out: Chis
is but foolish talk; for yesterday did X
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see thyvaliancy, and to/dayX have seen
thy goodliness; and! say,that though
thou mightest not be good enough for
a foolwoman of the earthly baronage,
yet art thou good enough forme, the
wise and tbemighty, & the lovely* Hnd
whereas thou sayest that X gave thee
but disdain when first thou earnest to
us, grudge not against me therefor,
because it was done but to prove thee;
and now thou art proven*

again he fmelt down before
^ her, and embraced her knees, and

again she raised him up, and let
her arm hang down over his shoulder,
and her cheek brush his cheek; and she
kissed his mouth and said: Hereby is
all forgiven, both thine offence & mine;
and now cometh joy and merry days*

BH0R03CIICn hersmiling facegrew grave, & shestood before
him lookingstately & gracious

and kindatonce, andsbe took his hand
& said:Cboumightestdeem my ebam/
ber in the ©olden House of the CClood
overqueenly, since tbouartnomaster-
ful man* So now hast thou chosenwell
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H garden the place wherein to meet me to-day,
in the for hard by on the other side of the
dood stream is a bower of pleasance, which,

forsooth,not every one who cometh to
this land may find; there shall X be to
thee as one of the up/country damsels
of thine own land, and thou shalt not
be abashed he sidled up to him as
shespoke, andwou Id he, wou Id henot,
her sweet voice tickled his very soul
with pleasure, and she looked aside on
him happy and well/content*

O they crossed the stream by the
shallow below the pool wherein
Walterhad bathed, & within a lit/

tie they came upon a tall fence of fiake-
hurdles, andasimplegate therein* TThe
kady opened the same, andthey enter¬
ed thereby into a close all planted as a
most fair garden,with hedges of rose
and woodbine, and with linden/trees
a/blossom,& long ways ofgreen grass
betwixtborders of liliesandclove/gili-
flowers, andother sweet garland/flow¬
ers* Hnd a branch of the stream which
they had crossed erewhile wandered
through that garden; andin the midst
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was a little bouse built of post & pan,
and thatchedwith yellowstraw, as if it
were new done*

JgpSgfiSJ^ Walter looked this way and
that, &wondered at first, & tried
to think in bismind what should

come next, and how matters would go
with him; but his thought would not
dwell steady on any other matter than
the beau tyof tbekadyamidst the beau/
tyof the garden; &withal shewasnow
grown sosweetand kind, & even some/
what timid& shywith him, that scarce
did he know whose hand he held, or
whose fragrant bosom and sleek side
went so close to him JPSo they wan¬
dered here and there through the wan-
ingof the day, and when they entered
at last into the cool dusk house, then
they loved& played together, as if they
were a pair of lovers guileless, with no
fear for the morrow, and no seeds of
enmity and death sown betwixt them*

Hhouse
of plea-
sance
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i Chapter XVXXX♦ T^be JVIald gives Wal¬
ter tryst .sp/p

OUl on the morrow,when
Walter was awake, he
found there was no one

lying beside him, and the
day was no longer very
young; so he arose, and

went through the garden from end to
end, and all about, and there was none
there; &albeit that he dreaded tomeet
the Jvady there, yet was he sad at heart
& fearful of what might betide* how¬
soever, be found the gatewhereby they
badenteredyesterday, and hewentout
into the little dale; but when he had

'

gone a step or two he turned about, &
could see neither garden nor fence, nor
(any sign of what he had seen thereof
but lately* F)e knit his brow and stood

i still to think of it, & his heart grew the
heavier thereby; but presently he went
his ways and crossed the stream, but
had scarce come up on to the grass on
the further side, ere he saw a woman
coming to meet him, and at first, full



as he was of the tide of yesterday arid t:he Maid
the wondrous garden, deemed that it cometh
would be the Lady; but the woman again
stayed her feet, and, stooping, laid a
hand on her right ankle, & he saw that
itwas the Maid* Be drewanlgh to her,
and saw that shewas noughtso sad of
countenance as the last time she had
methim,but flushedofcheek & bright/
eyedjj^Hs he came up to her she made
a step or two to meet him,holding out
her two hands, and then refrained her,
& said smiling: Hh, friend, belike this
shall be the last time thatlshall say to
thee, touch me not, nay, not somuchas
my hand,or If Itwere but the hem ofmy
ralmentj^Che joy grewup In his heart,
and he gazed on her fondly,and said:
mhy, what then hath befallen of late?
J&O friend, she began, this hath be¬
fallen j^But as he looked on her, the
smile died from her face, & she became
deadly pale to thevery lips; she looked
askance to her left side, whereas ran
the stream; and Walter followed her
eyes, and deemed for one Instant that
he saw the misshapen yellowvisage of
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She the dwarf peering round from a grey
giveth rock, but the next there was nothing.
Walter 'Cbcn theJVLaid, though shewereas pale
tryst in asdeath,wentonin a clear,steady,hard
strange v0(CCt therein was no joy or kindness,

keepingher face toWalter& her back to
thestream: t3his hath befallen, friend,
that there is no longer any need to re¬
frain thy lovenor mine; thereforeXsay
tothee,cometomy chamber(& itis the
redchamberoveragamstthine,though
thou knewest it not) an hour before
this next midnight, & then thysorrow
and mine shall be at an end: and now X
must needs depart, followmenot, but
remember t jfffind therewith she turn -
ed about & fled like the wind down the
stream.

HCTCWalterstoodwondering,andknewnotwhattomakeof it,whe/
ther it were for good or ill: for

he knewnow that shehad paled& been
seized with terror because of the up¬
heavingof the ugly head; &yetshe had
seemed tospeak out thevery thing she
hadtosay. F>owsoeveritwere,hespake
aloud to himself: Whatever comes, X
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willkeeptrystwithberj^Cbenbedrew Walter
bis sword, and turncd this way & that, XQ not
looking all about if be might see any unmerry
sign of tbe evil tubing; but nought
might bis eyes behold, save tbe grass,
and tbe stream, and tbe bushes of tbe
dale* So then, still bolding bis naked
sword in bis band, be clomb tbe bent
out of tbe dale; for that was tbe only
way be knew to tbeGolden Rouse; and
when be came to tbe top, & tbe summer
breeze blew in bis face, and be look¬
ed down a fair green slope beset with
goodly oaks and chestnuts, be was re/
freshed with tbe life of tbe earth, and
be felt tbe good sword in bis fist, and
knew that therewasmigbtand longing
in him, & tbe world seemed open unto
him So be smiled, if it were some¬
what grimly, and sheathed bis sword
and went on toward tbe bouse*
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Chapter XIX* Walter goes to fetch
home the Icon's

pps entered the cool dusk' °
through the porch, and,
lookingdown thepillared
hall,saw beyond the foum
tain a gleam of gold, and
when he came past the

said fountain he looked up to thehigh/
seat, and lo f thekadysitting thereclad
in her queenly raiment* She called to
him, and he came; and she hailed him,
and spake graciously and calmly, yet
as if she knew nought of him save as
the leal servant of her, a high kady*
Squire, she said, we have deemed it
meet to have the hide of the servant of
the Bnemy, the lion towit, whom thou
slewest yesterday, for a carpet to our
feet; wherefore gonow, take thy wood/
knife, and flay the beast, and bring me
bomebisskim'Cbis shall beall thy ser/
vice for this day, so mayst thou do it
at thineown leisure, and notweary thy/
self* JVIay good gowith thee^fie bent
the knee before her, and she smiled on



him graciously,butreacbedoutnoband
for him to kiss, and heededhim but lit¬
tle* therefore, in spite of himself, and
though be knewsomewbatofherguile,
he could not help marvelling that this
should be shewho had lain In his arms

nlgbt/long but of late*

■OCdSO thatmightbe, he took hisway toward the thicket where he
had slain the lion, & came thither

by then Itwas afternoon,at the hottest
of the day* So he entered therein, and
came to thevery placewhereas tbekady
had lain, when she fell down before the
terrorof the lion;& therewas the mark
of her body on the grasswhere she bad
lain that while, like as It were the form
of a hare* But when CClalter went on to
where he bad slain thatgreat beast, lo t
he was gone, and there was no sign of
him; but therewere Walter's own foot/
prints, & the two shafts which he had
shot, one feathered red, and one blue*
fie said at first: Belike someone hath
been here, & hath had the carcaseaway*
'Chen he laughed In verydespite,&sald:
fiow may that be, since there are no
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Walter is signs of dragging away of so huge a
abashed body, and no bloodor furon the grass

if they had cut him up, & moreover no
trampling of feet, as if there had been
many men at the deed. 'Chen was heall
abashed, and again laughed in scorn
of himself,& said: forsooth X deemed
l had done manly; but now forsooth X
shot nought, & nought there was be¬
fore the swordofmy father's son.Hnd
what mayI deem now,but that this is a
landofmere lies,&that there isnought
real and alive therein save me. Yea, be¬
like even these trees & the green grass
will presently depart from me, & leave
mefallingdown through theclouds^
Cherewith he tumedaway,&gat him to
the road that led to the Golden Rouse,
wonderingwhatnextshould befall him,
and going slowly as he pondered his
case. So came he to that first thicket
where they had lost their quarry by
water; so he entered thesame, musing,
and bathed him in the pool that was
therein, after he hadwandered about it
awhile, and found nothing newj^So
again heset him to the homeward road,
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when the day was now waning, and it jsfow
wasnear sunset that hewascomenigh conies the
unto the house, though it was hidden JMaid
from him as then by a low bent that
rose before him; & there he abode and
looked about him*

■03d as he looked, over the saidbent came the figure of a wo¬
man, who stayed on the brow

thereof and looked all about her, and
then ran swiftly down to meet QJalter,
who saw at once that it was the JMaid

She made no stay then till she was
but three paces from him, and then she
stooped down and made the sign to
him,& then spake to him breathlessly,
and said: Rearken t but speak not till X
have done: Ibade thee to/night's meet/
ing becauselsaw that there was one a/
nigh whom X must needs beguile* But
by thine oath, and thy love,and all that
thou art, X adjure thee come not unto
me this night as X bade thee 1 but be
hidden in the hazel/copse outside the
house,as it draws toward midnight,&
abideme there*Dost thou hearken, and
wilt thou ? Say yes or no in haste, for X
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H change may not tarry a moment of time* tUbo
of tryst knowetbwbatis behindmej^Yes,said

Walter hastily; but friend and love**.
jj^lNo more, she said; hope the best;
and turning from him she ran away
swiftly, not by the way she had come,
but sideways, as though to reach the
house by fetching a compass*

/CTC Cdalter went slowly on his
way, thinking within himself
that now at that present mo¬

ment therewas nought for it but to re/
frain him from doing, and to let oth¬
ers do; yet deemed he that it was little
manly to be as the pawn upon the board,
pushed about by the will of others
X^hen, as he went, he bethought him of
theJVLaiden's face & aspect,as she came
running to him, and stood before him
for that minute; and all eagerness he
saw in her, and sore love of him, & dis/
tress of soul, all blent together*

[O came he to the browof the bent,
whence he could see lying before
him,scarcemore than abow/sbot

away, the Golden Rouse, now gilded a/
gain and reddened by the setting sun*
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Hnd even therewith came a gay image *Cbe
towardhim,flashing bach the levelrays King's
from gold and steel and silver; and lo t Son is
there was come the King's Son* 'Chey
metpresently,&the King's Son turned
to go beside him,& said merrily: Igive
thee good even, my Lady's Squire f 1
owe thee somethingofcourtesy,where/
as it is by thymeans thatlshallbemade
happy, both to/night, and to/morrow,
andmany to/morrows; andsooth it is,
thatbut littlecourtesy have!done thee
hithertoj^fMs facewas full of joy, and
the eyes of him shone with gladness*
F>e was a goodly man, but to Walter he
seemed an ill one; and he hated him so
much, that he found it no easy matter
to answer him; but he refrained him¬
self, and said: lean thee thank, King's
Son; and good it is that someone is
happy in this strange landJ&Krt thou
not happy then, Squire of my Lady ?
said theother^Cflalter hadnomindto
show this man his heart, nay, nor even
a corner thereof; for he deemed him an
enemy* So he smiled sweetly & some¬
what foolishly, as a man luckily in love,
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F)e & said: O yea,yea,why should!not be
doubteth so? Row might! be otherwise ? jg? Yea
Walter then, said the King's Son, why didst

thou say that thou wert glad someone
is happy ? dho is unhappy deemest
thou ? and he looked on him keenly
Walter answered slowly: Said I so? I
suppose then that I was thinking of
thee; for when first! saw thee,yea, and
afterwards, thou didst seem heavy-
hearted and ill/content jgFO>e face of
the King's Son cleared at this word, &
he said: Yea, so it was; for look you,
both ways it was: I was unfree, and I
had sown the true desire of my heart
whereas it waxed not* Butnow! am on
the brink and verge of freedom,&pre/
sently shall my desire be blossomed*
J^ay now, Squire, 1 deem thee a good
fellow, though it may be somewhat of
a fool; so Iwill no more speak riddles
to thee* tlhus it is: the JMaid hath pro/
mised me all mine asking,and is mine;
and in two or three days, by her help¬
ing also, I shall see the world again JP
Quoth Walter,smilingaskanceon him:
Hnd the Lady ? what shall she say to
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this matter ? J& 'Che King's Son red- 'Cbe
dened, but smiled falsely enough, and King's
said: SirSquire,thou hnowest enough Son fears
not to need to ash this* OThy should X in
tell thee that she accounteth more of
thy littlefmgerthan ofmy whole body?
Now X tell thee hereof freely; first, be¬
cause this my fruition of love, and my
freeing from thralldom, is, in a way, of
thy doing* for thouart becom e my sup/
planter, and hast tahen thy place with
yonder lovely tyrant* fear not for met
she will let me go* Hs for thyself, see
thou to it t But again X tell thee here¬
ofbecause my heart is light and full of
joy, and telling thee will pleasure me,
& cannot do me any harm* for if thou
say: Row if X carry the tale to my La¬
dy ? Xanswer,thou wilt not* for X hnow
that thine heart hath been somewhat
set on the jewel that my hand holdeth;
& thou hnowest wellon whose head the
Lady's wrath would fall, & that would
be neither thine nor mine^'Chou say/
est sooth, said Walter; neither is trea/
son my wont*
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■O they walked on silentlyawhile,andthen Walter said: But how if
the JMaiden had nay/said thee;

what hadst thou done then ?j^By the
heavens! said the King's Son fiercely,
she should have paid for her nay/say;
then would !♦♦♦ But he broke off,& said
quietly,yet somewhat doggedly: Cdhy
talk of what mighthave been ? Shegave
me her yea/say pleasantly and sweetly
j^JSowWalter knewthat the man lied,
so he held his peace thereon; but pre¬
sently he said: Cdhen thou art freewilt
thou go to thineown landagain ? Yea,
said the King's Son; she will lead me
thither^Hndwilt thou make her thy
lady and queen when thou comest to
thy father's land? said Walter j^TThe
King's Son knit his brow, and said:
Sdben X am in mine own land! may do
with her what X will; but X look for it
that X shall do no otherwise with her
than that she shall be well/content*

the talk between them drop/
ped, and the King's Son turned
off toward the wood, singing &

joyous; but Walter went soberly to-
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ward the house* forsooth he was not Che lady
greatly cast down, for besides that he asksjXIal/
knew that the King’s Son was false, he lCr hl8
deemed that under this double tryst 8€rvicc
lay something which was a/doing in
his own behalf*Yet was he eager and
troubled, ifnot down/hearted,and his

I soul was cast about betwbet hope and
[fear*
Chapter XX* Walter is bidden to an¬
other Cryst^/S*

O came he into the pillar/
cc* ball* & there he found

^ the J^ady walking to and
V fro by the high/seat; &
[c when he drew nigh she

turned on him, & said in
a voice rather eager than angry: Cdhat
hast thou done, Squire ? QXhy art thou
come before me?^ Re was abashed,
and bowed before her and said: O gra/
icious Jvady, thou badest me service, &
IX have been about it She said: Cell
me then, tell me, what hath betided ?
JP I^ady, said he, when X entered the
thicket of thy swooning X found there



TIbe no carcase of the lion, nor any sign of
wrath of the dragging away of bimj^Sbe look/
her ed full in bis face for a Uttle, and then

went to her chair, and sat down there¬
in ; and in a little while spake to him in
a softer voice, and said: Did X not tell
thee that some enemy had done that
unto me? & lot now thou seest that so
it is j^XThen was she silent again, and
knit her brows and set her teeth; and
thereafter she spake harshly & fierce/
ly: Buttwill overcome her, & make her
days evil, but keep death away from
her,that she may die many times over;
and know all the sickness of the heart,
when foes be nigh, and friends afar,
& there is none to deliver! JP f)er eyes
flashed, and her face was dark with an/
ger; but she turned and caught Wal¬
ter's eyes, & the sternness of his face,
and she softened at once, & said: But
thou! this hath little to do with thee;
and now to thee X speak: ]Sow cometh
even and night* Go thou to thy cham¬
ber, and there shalt thou find raiment
worthy of thee,what thou now art, and
what thou shalt be; do on the same, &
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make thyself most goodly, and then Walter
come thou hither & eat and drink with tiew clad
me, & afterwards depart whither thou
wilt, till the night has worn to its mid¬
most; & then come thou to my cham¬
ber, to wit, through the ivory door in
the gallery above; and then and there
shall! tell thee a thing,and it shall be
for the weal both of thee & of me, but
for the grief and woeof tbeSnemy
'Cberewitbsbereacbedberbandtobim,
and he kissed it, and departed & came
to his chamber,&foundraiment there/
beforericb beyondmeasure; & bewon/
dered if any new snare lay therein: yet
if there were, he sawnowaywhereby he
might escape it, so he did it on, and be/
came as the mostglorious of kings, &
yet lovelierthan any kingof the world*

St'Cr>B]sTC0 he went his way in/to the pillared hall, when it was
nownight, &without tbemoon

was up, & the trees of thewoodasstill
as images* But within the hall shone
bright with many candles,& the foun¬
tain glittered in the light of them, as
it ran tinkling sweetly into the little
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H banquet stream; &tbesilvern bridges gleamed,
m the and the pillars shone all round about
Golden ^Hnd there on the dais was a table

dight most royally, and the Lady sit¬
ting thereat, clad in hermost glorious
array, & behind her the JVIaid standing
humbly, yet clad in precious web of
shimmering gold, but with feet un¬
shod,and the iron ring upon berankle.
UglO Walter came his ways to the|«fs| high/seat, and theLady roseandESSaS greeted him, and took him by the
hands, and kissed him on eithercheek,
& sathim down beside hen So they fell
to their meat, & theJVIaid served them;
but the Lady took no more heedof her
thanifshewereoneofthepillarsofthe
hall; but Walter she caressed oftwith
sweet words, & the touch of her hand,
making him drink out of her cup and
eat out of her dish* Hs to him, he was
bashfulby seeming, but verily fearful;
he took the Lady's caresseswith what
grace bemigbt,&durstnotsomucbas
glanceat her JVIaid* Long indeed seem/
ed that banquet to him,and longer yet
endured the weariness of his abiding
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there, hind tohis foeand unkind tohis
friend; forafter the banquet they still
sat a while, & the kady talked much to
Walter about many thingsof theways
of the world, and he answered what he
might, distraught as he was with the
thoughtof those two trysts which he
had to deal with*

last spake the kady and said:
1 1 JSowmust!leave thee foralittle,

and thouwottestwhereand how
weshallmeetnext; andmeanwhiledis/
port thee as thou wilt, so that thou
wearynot thyself, fori love tosee thee
joyous jiSFChen she arose stately and
grand; but she kissed Walter on the
mouth ere she turned to go out of the
hallXhe JMaid followedher; butorever
she was quite gone, she stooped and
made that sign, and looked over her
shoulder at Walter, as if in entreaty to
him, & therewas fear & anguish in her
face; but he nodded his head to her in
yea/sayof the tryst in the hazel/copse,
and in a trice she was gone*
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HIXSR went down the ball,
and forth into tbc earlynight;
but in tbe jawsof tbe porcb be

still joy- came up against tbe King's Son, who,
01,8 gazing at bis attire glittering with all

itsgems in tbemoon light,laughedout,
andsaid: JNowmayitbeseen bowtbou
art risen in degree above me, whereas X
am but a king's son, and that a kingof
a far country; whereas thou art a king
ofkings,orsbaltbetbisnigbt,yea,and
of this very country wherein we both
are^JSow tldalter saw tbe mock which
lay under his words; but he kept back
his wrath, and answered: fair sir, art
thou as well contented with thy lot as
when the sun went down ? F)ast thou
no doubt or fear? Cttill the JVIaid verily
keep trystwith thee, or hath she given
thee yea/say but to escape thee this
time ? Or,again,may she not turn to the
kady & appeal to her against tbee?j$F
T^owwhen he had spoken thesewords,
he repented thereof, & feared for him¬
self and the JVIaid, lest he had stirred
some misgiving in that young man's
foolish heart* But the King's Son did



but laugh, & answered nought but to They
Walter's last words, & said: yeat sunder
this word of thine showeth how little
thou wottest of that which Ueth be¬
twixt my darling and thine* Doth the
lamb appeal from the shepherd to the
wolf? Sven so shall the JMaid appeal
from me to thy kady. Sdhatt ask thy
Tadyat thy leisurewhat herwont hath
been with her thrall; she shall think ita
fair tale to tell thee thereof. But there¬
of is my JMaid all whole now by reason
of her wisdom in leechcraft, or some¬
what more. Hndnow X tell thee again,
that the beforesaidJMaid must needs
do my will; for if X be the deep sea, & X
deem not so ill of myself, that other
one is the devil; as belike thou shalt
find out for thyself later on. Yea, all is
wellwithmejandmorethanwell^Hnd
therewith he swung merrily into the
litten hall.ButWalterwentout in to the
moonlitnight,andwanderedabout for
an hour or more, and stole warily into
the hall&thence into his own chamber.
'There he did off that royal array,& did
his own raiment upon him; he girt him
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with sword & knife, took his bow and
quiver, and stole down and out again,
even as he had comein* Chen he fetched
a compass, and came down into that
hazel coppice from the north, and lay
all hidden there while the night wore,
till he deemed itwould lack but littleof
midnight*
ChapterXXX*Walterand the JMaid flee
from the Golden

f)GRG he abode amidst
the hazels, harkening e-
very littlestsound; & the
sounds were nought but
the night voices of the
wood, tillsuddenly there

burst forth from the house a great
wailing cry* Walter's heart came up in/
to his mouth, but he had no time to do
aught, for following hard on the cry
came the sound of light feet close to
him, the boughs were thrust aside, &
there was come the JMaid, and she but
in herwhite coat, & barefoot* Hnd then
first he felt the sweetness of her flesh
on his, for she caught him by the hand



& said breathlessly: J^ow, nowt there On the
may yet be time, or even too much, it
may be* for the saving of breath ask fugw
me no questions, but comet jj?F>e dal¬
lied not, but went as she led, and they
were light/foot, both of them*

HfiGY went the same way, duesouth to wit, whereby he had
gone a/huntingwith the kady;

and whiles they ran&whiles they walk/
ed; but so fast they went, that by grey
of the dawn they were come as far as
that coppice or thicket of the JUon; &
still they hastenedonward, & but little
had theJVIaid spoken, save here & there
a word to hearten up Walter, and here
& there a shy word of endearment* Ht
last the dawn grew into early day, & as
they cameover the browof a bent, they
looked down over a plain land whereas
the trees grew scatter/meal, & beyond
the plain rose up the land into long
green hills, and over those again were
blue mountains great and far away^
'Chen spake the JMaid: Over yonder lie
the outlying mountains of the Bears,
& through them we needs must pass,
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to our great peril j@F]Vay, friend, she
said, as be bandied bis sword/bilt, it
must be patience and wisdom to bring
us through, and not the fallow blade
of one man, though be be a good one*
But look f below there runs a stream
through tbefirstof the plain, and I see
nought for it butwemustnowrestour
bodies* JMoreover X have a tale to tell
thee which is burning my heart; for
maybe there will be a pardon to ask of
thee moreover; wherefore X fear theeJP
Quoth dalter: Row may that be?jSF
She answered him not, but took his
hand and led him down the bent* But
he said: 'Chou sayest, rest; but are we
nowoutofall perilof the cbase?^Sbe
said: Xcannot tell tillXknowwhat bath
befallen her* Xf she be not to hand to
seton her trackers, theywillscarce hap#
pen on us now; if it benot for that one
j^Hnd she shuddered, and he felt her
hand change as he belditj^Cben she
said: But peril or no peril, needs must
werest; forX tell theeagain,whatXhave
to say to thee burneth my bosom for
fearof thee, so that!can gono further
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until X have told tbeejgTCben be said: H bath
X wot not of this Queen & ber migbti- withal
ness & ber servants* X will ask thereof
later* But besides tbe others, is there
not tbe King's Son, be who loves thee
sounworthily ?j2^Sbepaledsomewbat,
and said: Hs for him, there bad been
nought for thee to fearin him, save bis
treason: but now shall be neither love
norbateanymore; bediedlastmidnight
^Yea, & bow ? said 3dalter^]Say,sbe
said,letmetellmytalealltogetberonce
for all, lest thou blame me overmuch*
But first we will wash us and comfort
us as bestwe may, and then amidstour
resting shall tbe word be said*

■Y then were they come down totbe streanvside, which ran fair
in pools and stickles amidst

rocks & sandy banks* She saidj'Cbere
behind tbe great grey rock is my batb,
friend; and here is thine; and lot tbe
uprisingoftbe sun f j^So shewentber
ways to tbe said rock, & be bathedhim,
and washed tbe night off him, and by
then be was clad again she came back
fresband sweet from tbewater,&with
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her lap full of cherries from a wilding
which overhung her bath* So they sat
down togetheron thegreen grassabove
the sand,&ate the breakfastof thewll/
demess: and Walter was full of con¬
tent as he watched her, and beheld her
sweetnessand her loveliness; yetwere
they, either of them, somewhat shy &
shamefaced eachwith theother;so that
hedid but kiss herhands once& again,
and though she shrank not from him,
yet hadsheno boldness tocast herself
into his arms*

Chapter XXIX. Of the Dwarf and the
pardon & /p

Odshebegan tosay:JMy
friend, now shall X tell
theewhatXhave done for
theeandme;andif thou
haveamind to blameme,
& punish me, yetremertu

ber first, thatwhatXhave done has been
for thee &our hopeofhappy lift* Cttell,
X shall tell thee*** JP But therewithal
her speech failed her; and, springing
up,she faced the bentandpoin tedwith
herfinger, &shealldeadly pale,&shah#



ing 90 that she might scarce stand, &
might speak no word, though a feeble
gibberingcamefrom her mouth*
ijgEggsjSHJvCSR leapt up andputhis

arm about her, & lookedwhi-
therward she pointed, and at

firstsawnought; and then nought but
a brown and yellow rock rolling down
the bent: & then at last he saw that it
was theGvil 'Chingwhich had met him
when first he came into that land; and
now it stood upright, and he could see
that itwas clad in a coatof yellow sam/
itej^Chen Walter stooped down and
gat his bow into his hand, and stood
before the JMaid, while he nocked an ar/
row* But the monster made ready his
tack lewhileCGalterwasstoopingdown,
& or ever he could loose,his bow/string
twanged, and an arrow fiew forth and
grazed the JMaid's arm above the elbow,
so that the blood ran, and the Dwarf
gave forth a harsh & horriblecry* Chen
flew Walter's shaft, & truewas it aim¬
ed, so that itsmote themonster fullon
the breast, but fell down from him as
ifheweremadeofstoneXhen thecrea/
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Cwo turc set up his horrible cry again, and
wraths loosedwithal, and Cdalter deemed that

he had smitten the JVIaid, for she fell
down Cn a heapbehind him* Chen waxed
Walter wood/wroth, andcastdown his
bow and drew his sword, and strode
forward towards the bent against the
Dwarf* But he roared out again, and
therewere words in his roar, & he said:
fool t thou shaltgo free If thouwiltgive
up theBnemy^Hndwho,saidWalter,
is the Bnemy? jgPYelled the Dwarf:
She,theplnk&whltethlnglylngthere;
she is not dead yet; she is but dying
for fear of me* she hath reason f X
could have set the shaft in her heartas

easily as scratchlngherarm; butlneed
her body alive, that 1 maywreah me on
her^dhatwllt thou dowith her? said
Walter; for now he had heard that the
JVIaid was not slain he had waxed wary
again,& stood watching his chanccjp
'Che Dwarf yelled so at his last word,
that no word came from the noise a

while, & then he said: Cdhat will Iwith
her ? ket meat her, and stand by & look
on, and then shalt thou have a strange
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talc to carry off with thee* fortwill let 'Che
thee go this while Said Walter: But cleaving
whatneedtowreakthee?3tthathathshe of a head
donetothee?jg?Qlhatneedtwhatneed!
roared the Dwarf; have I not told thee
that she Is the Snemy^Hndthou ask-
est of what she hath donef of whatt
fool, she Is the murderer! she hath
slain the Lady that was our Lady, and
that made us; she whom all we wor-
shlppedand adored* O Impudent fool!
j^Cherewlth he nocked & loosed an¬
otherarrow, whichwould have smitten
Slalter In the face, but that he lowered
his head In the very nick of time; then
with a great shout he rushed up the
bent, and was on the Dwarf before he
could get his sword out, and leaping
aloft dealt the creature a stroke amld-
mostof the crown; and so mightily he
smote, that he drave the heavy sword
right through to the teeth, so that he
fell dead straightway*

IHLCSR stood over him amu

nute,andwhenhesawthat he
moved not, he went slowly

down to the stream, whereby the JVIald
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Che JMald yetlaycowerlngdownandqulverlngall
is sore over,^covering her facewith her hands*
afeard Chen he took her by the wrist & said:

Op JVTaiden, up f and tell me this tale of
the slaying! i^But she shrunk away
from him, and looked at him with wild
eyes, and said: Cdhat hast thou done
with him? Is he gone? Re is dead,
said Walter; X have slain him; there lies
he with cloven skull on the bent#slde:
unless, forsooth, he vanish away like
the lion Xslewt orelse,perchance,hewill
come to life again! Hnd art thou a lie
like to the rest of them ? let me hear of
this slaying*

F)€ rose up,& stood before him
trembling,andsaid: 0,thou art
angry with me, and thine anger

X cannot bear* Hb, what have X done?
Chou hast slain one, and X, maybe, the
other; & never hadwe escaped till both
these twain were dead* Hh! thou dost
not know! thou dostnot know! O me!
what shall X do to appease thy wrath!

|H$6 looked on her, & his heart rose
to his mouth at the thought of
sunderlngfrom her*Stillhe look#
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edon her, and her piteous friendly face friends at
meltedall his heart; he threwdown his one again
sword, and took her by the shoulders,
and kissed her face over and over, and
strained her to him, so that he felt the
sweetnessof her bosomXhen he lift¬
ed her up like a child, and set her down
on the green grass, and went down to
thewater, and filled his hat therefrom,
and came back to her; then he gave her
to drink, and bathed her face and her
hands, so that the colour came aback
to the cheeks and lips of her: and she
smiledon hlm,& kissedhis hands,and
said: O now thouartklndtomej$PY&*,
said he, and true It Is that If thou hast
slain, X have done no less, and If thou
hast lied, even so have X; &If thou hast
played the wanton, as X deem not that
thou hast, X full surely have so done*
So now thou shalt pardon me, & when
thy spirit has come back to thee, thou
shalt tell me thy tale In all friendship,
and In all lovlng/klndness wlllXheark-
en the same*

m 2 163



She
thinheth
of the

F>6ReccrrCF) he knelt before
her & hissed her feet* But she
said: Yea, yea; what thou mil-

burial C9t, that will X do* But first tell me one
thing* fiast thou buried this horror &
hidden him in the earth ?JPV>e deemed
that fear had bewildered her, and that
she scarcely yet knew how things had
gone* But he said: fair sweet friend, 1
have not done it as yet; but now will X
go and do it, if it seem good to tbeejS?
Yea,she said,butfirstmust thou smite
off his head, and lay it by his buttocks
when he is in the earth; or evil things
will happen else* 'This of the burying
is no idle matter, X bid thee believe^!
doubt it not, said he; surely such ma¬
lice as was in this one will be hard to
slay* Hnd he picked up his sword, and
turned to go to the field ofdeedj^She
said: Xmustneeds gowith thee; terror
hath so filled my soul, that X durst not
abide here without thee*

SO they went both together towhere the creature layXheJMaid
durstnotlook on thedeadmon/

ster, but CKalter noted that hewas girt
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with a big ungainly sax; so be drew it Cbey
from the sheath, and there smote off leave the
the hideous head of the fiend with bis place
own weapon* Chen they twain together
laboured the earth, she with Walter's
sword, he with the ugly sax, till they
had made a grave deep &wide enough;
and therein they thrust the creature,
and covered him up, weapons and all
together*
Chapter XXIII* Of the peaceful end¬
ing of that wild day

afieRSHfCeRiHalterM
led the JMald down again,
& said to her :JNow,sweet/
ling,shall tbestory be told

pfay friend, she said,
not here* Cbls place bath

been polluted by my craven fear, and
the horror of the vile wretch, of whom
no words may tell his vileness* Let us
hence and onward* Chou seest I have
oncemore come to llfeagalnj^Bu t,sald
he, thou hast been hurt by theDwarf's
arrowj^She laughed, and said: Dad I
never had greater hurt from them than



'Cbejviaid that, little bad been tbe tale thereof:
is eager to yet whereas thou lookest dolorous a-
go bout it, wewillspeedily bealit^'Cbere/

with she sought about, & found nigh
the stream/side certain herbs; and she
spakewords over them, and badeWal¬
ter lay them on the wound, which, for¬
sooth, was of the least, and he did so,
and boundastripofhis shirtabouther
arm; and then would sbesetfortb*But
he said: 'Chou art all unshod; and but
if that be seen to, our journey shall be
stayed by thy foot/soreness: X may
make a shift to fashion thee brogues
J?She said: I may well go barefoot*
Hnd in any case, 1 entreat thee that we
tarry hereno longer, butgoaway hence,
if it be but for a mile^Hndsbe looked
piteouslyon him, so that he might not
gainsay her*

|0 then they crossed the stream,
and set forward, when amidst all
these haps the day was worn to

mid/morning* Butafter they had gone
a mile, they sat them down on a knoll
under the shadow of a big thorn/tree,
within sight of the mountains* 'Chen
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said Cdaltcr: J^ow will X cut thee the Of the
brogues from theskirtofmy buff/coat, dwarf-
which shall bewell meet forsuchwork;
and meanwhile shalt thou tell me thy
talej^T^hou art kind, she said; but be
kinder yet, & abide my tale till we have
done our day's work, for we were best
to make no long delay here; because,
though thou hastslain theKing'dwarf,
yet there be others of his kindred, who
swarm in some parts of the wood as
the rabbits in a warren. J^ow true it is
that they have but little understand¬
ing, less, it may be, than the very brute
beasts; and that,asXsaid afore,unless
they be set on our slot like to hounds,
they shall have no inkling of where to
seek us, yet might they happen upon
us by mere misadventure. Hnd more¬
over friend,quoth she,blushing,Xwou Id
beg of thee some little respite; for
thoughlscarce fear thywrathanymore,
since thou hast been so kind tome, yet
is there shame in that which X have to
tell thee, therefore since the fairestof
the day is before us, let us use it all we
may, and, when thou hast done me my
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new foot/gear, get us gone forward
again.

BG kissed her kindly and yea/satdher asking: he had already fallen
to work on the leather, and in a

while had fashioned her the brogues;
so she tied them to her feet, and arose
with a smile & said: JSow am 1 hale and
strong again, what with the rest, and
whatwith thy loving/kindness, & thou
shalt see hownimblelshall be to leave
this land, for as fair as it is. Since for¬
sooth a landof lies it is, andofgrief to
the children of Hdam.

;0 they went their ways thence,
& fared nimbly indeed, & made
no stay tillsome three hoursaf/

ter noon,when they rested by a thicket/
side,where thestrawberries grew plen¬
ty; they ate thereof what they would:
& from a greatoak hard by^Haltershot
him first one culver, and then another,
&hungthemtohisgirdletobefortheir
evening'sm eat; sithence they went for/
ward again, and nought befell them to
tell of, till they were come, whenas it
lacked scarce an hourof sunset, to the
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banksof another river, not rightgreat,
but bigger than the lastone.there the
jVIaldcast herselfdown & said: friend,
no furtherwill thy friend go this even;
nay, to say sooth, she cannot. So now
we will eat of thyvenison, & then shall
my tale be, since X may no longer delay
It; and thereafter shall our slumber be
sweet and safe as X deemjgFSbe spake
merrilynow, and as onewho feared no/
thing, and Walterwas much heartened
by her words and her voice, and he fell
toand madeafire, andawoodland oven
In the earth, and slthence dlghted his
fowl,& baked them after themannerof
woodmen. Hnd theyate, bothof them,
In all love, & In good/llklngof life, and
were much strengthened by their sup¬
per. Hnd when they were done, Walter
eked his fire, both against the chill of
the midnight and dawning, and for a
guard againstwild beasts, and by that
time night was come, and the moon a-
rlsen. 'Chen the JMalden drew up to the
fire, and turned to Walter and spake.

]^ow they
rest for
the even
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ChapterXXlVXheJMaid tells ofwhat
had befallen her^^Jf

OWL, friend, by the dear
of the moon & this fire-
lightwillXtellwhatXmay
andean ofmy taleXhus
it is :XfX bewhollyof the
race of Hdam X wot not;

norcanXtell thee how many years old!
may be* for there are, as it were, shards
orgaps in my life,wherein are but a few
things dimly remembered, and doubt/
less many things forgotten* X remem/
ber well when X was a little child, and
right happy,&therewere people about
mewhom X loved, and who lovedme*Xt
wasnotin this land; butall thingswere
lovely there; the year's beginning, the
happy mid/year,theyear's waning,the
year's ending, & then again its begin -
ningXbat passed away, and then for a
while ismore than dimness,for nought
X remember save thatXwasXbereafter
X remember again,& am a young maid/
en, and X know some things, and long
toknow more* X am nowise happy;! am



amongst people who bid me go, and X H teacher
go; and do this, & X do It: none loveth
me,nonetormentethme;butXwearmy
heartln longing forXscarce knowwhat*
^either then am X In this land, but In a
land thatX love not, and a house that is
blg&stately, but nought lovely* TThen
is a dim time again, and slthence a time
not right clear; an evil time, wherein X
am older, well/nlgh grown to woman¬
hood* Inhere are a many folk about me,
and they foul, and greedy,and hard; &
my spirit Is fierce, but my body feeble;
and X am set to tasks that X would not
do, by them that are unwiser than X; &
smitten X am by them that are less va-
llantthanX;andXknowlack,&8trlpes,
and divers misery* But all that Is now
become but a dim picture to me, save
that amongst all these unfriends Is a
friend to me; an old woman, who tell-
eth me sweet tales ofother life,where¬
in all Is high & goodly,orat the least va/
llant and doughty, & she setteth hope
In my heart and learneth me, & maketh
me to knowmuch***Omuch***so that
at last X am grown wise, and wise to be
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mighty if X durst* Yet am X nought in
this land all thiswhile,but, asmeseem/
eth, in a great and a foul city*

then, as it were, X fall asleep;
and in my sleep is nought, save
here & there a wild dream, some/

deal lovely, somedeal hideous: but of
this dream is my JVIistress a part, and
the monster, withal, whose head thou
didst cleave to/day* But when X am a-
waken from it, then am X verily in this
land, and myself, as thou seest me to/
day. Hnd the first part of my life here
is this, that X am in the pillared hall
yonder,half/clad&with bound hands;
and the Dwarf leadeth me to the Lady,
and X hear his horrible croak as he say/
eth: Lady,will this one do ? & then the
sweet voice of the Lady saying: 'Chis
onewilldo; thou shalthave thy reward:
now, set thou the token upon herXhen
X remember the Dwarf dragging me a/
way, and my heart sinking for fear of
him; but for that time he did me no
more harm than therivettinguponmy
leg this iron ringwhich here thou seest*
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B
O from that time forward X have 'Che
lived in this land,& been the thrall JMistress

I of the Cady ;&Xremembermy life Uptes the
here day by day,&no part of it has fal/ ®
len into the dimness ofdreamsChere/xvlsaorn
of will X tell thee but little: but this X
will tell thee, that in spite of my past
dreams,or it may be because of them,!
had not lost the wisdom which the old
woman had erst learnedme,&for more
wisdom X longed* JMaybe this longing
shall now mak e both thee &me happy,
but for the passing time it brought me
grief* for at first my JVIistress was in-
deedwaywardwithme,butas any great
lady might be with her bought thrall,
whiles caressing me, and whiles chas¬
tising me, as her mood went; but she
seemednottobecruelofmalice,orwith
any set purpose* But so it was (rather
little by little than by any great sudden
uncoveringofmy intent), thatshe came
to know that!also had someof thewis/
dom whereby she lived herqueenly life*
Chat was about two years after! was
first her thrall, and three weary years
have gone by since she began to see in
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Tlbe me the enemy of her days. JSow why or
Dwarf is wherefore I know not, but it seemetb
threatened that itwouldnotavailher toslay me out/

right, or suffer me to die; but nought
withheld her from plllngup griefs and
miseries on my head. Ht lastshesether
servant, the Dwarf, upon me, even he
whose head thou clavest to/day. JVlany
things X bore from him whereof It were
unseemly for my tongue to tell before
thee; but the tlm e cam ewhen he exceed/
ed, and X could bear no more; and then
X showed him this sharp knife (where/
wltbXwouldhave thrustme through to
the heart If thou hadst not pardoned
me e’en now),&Xtold him that Ifhefor/
bore me not,Xwould slay,not him, but
myself; and this he might not away
with because of the commandment of
the kady, who had given him the word
that In any easel must be kept living.
Hnd her band, withal, fear held some¬
what hereafter. Yet was there need to
me of all my wisdom; for with all this
her hatred grew, & whiles raged with¬
in her so furiously that It overmaster/
ed her fear, & at such times she would
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have put me to death if 1 had not es¬
caped her by some turn of my lore*

BOWL further,! shall tell thee thatsomewhat more than a year a-
go hither to this land came the

King's Son, the second goodly man,
as thou art the third,whom her sorce¬
ries have drawn hithersincelbavedwelt
here* forsooth, when he first came, he
seemed to us, to me, & yet more to my
Jvady, to be as beautiful as an angel,
and sorely she loved him; & he her, af/
ter his fashion: but hewas llght/mlnd/
ed, and cold/hearted, and In a while he
mustneeds turn his eyes upon me,and
offer me his love, which was but foul
andunklndas It turnedout;forwhen!
nay/said him, as maybe! had not done
save for fear ofmy JVKstress, he had no
pity upon me, but spared not to lead
me Into the trap of her wrath, and leave
me without help, or a good word* But,
O friend, In spite of all grief and an¬
guish, I learned still, and waxed wise,
and wiser, abiding the day of my deli¬
verance, which has come, and thou art
come*

Of the
comingof
theKlng's
Son
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Of the
vision at
Langton ■F>eRemTCF> she took (Halter'shands and kissed them; but he

kissedher face,& her tearswethis
lips*'Chen she went on: But sithence,
months ago, the kady began to weary
of this dastard, despite of his beauty;
& then it was thy turn to be swept into
her net; X partly guess how* for on a
day in broad daylight,asXwas serving
my JMistress in the hall, and the Svil
Ching, whose head is now cloven, was
lyingacross the thresholdof thedoor,
as it were adream fell upon me,though
X strove to cast it off for fear of chas¬
tisement; for the pillared hallwavered,
and vanished from my sight, and my
feet were treading a rough stone pave/
ment instead of the marble wonder of
the hall,and there was the scent of the
salt sea and of the tackle ofships, and
behind me were tall houses,and before
me the ships indeed, with their ropes
beatingand their sails flapping& their
masts wavering; and in mine ears was
the hale and how of mariners; things
that X had seen and heard in the dim¬
ness of my life gone by jg?Hnd there
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was X, & the Dwarf before me, and the ^be
kadyafterme,golng over tbe gangwav blazon of
aboard ofa tall ship, and sbe gathered theancient
wav and was gotten out of tbe haven,
& stralgbtwavX saw tbe mariners cast
abroad their ancient jg^Quotb Walter:
Cdbat then f Sawest tbou tbe blazon
tbereon, of a wolf/like beast ramping
up against a maiden ? Hnd that might
well have been tbou Sbe said:
so It was; but refrain thee, thatXmav
tell on mv tale f TZhc ship and tbe sea
vanished awav, but X was not back In
tbe ball of tbe Golden Rouse; & again
were we three In tbe street of tbe self¬
same town which we bad but just left;
but,somewhatdimwas mvvision there/
of, and X saw little save tbe door of a
goodlv bouse before me, and speedily
it died out, andwe were again In tbe plb
lared ball, wherein my tbralldom was
made manifest*

HXDBJV,saidWalter,one ques/
tlon X would ask thee; to wit,
didst tbou see me on tbe quay

by tbe ships ? jff ]Say, sbe said, there
were many folk about, but they were
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rbey are all as images of the aliens to me* JSTow
in a new hearken further: three months there-
city after came the dream upon me again,

when we were all three together in the
pillared Rail; & again was the vision
somewhat dim. Once more we were in
the street ofa busy town,but all unlike
to that other one, and there were men
standing together on our right hands
by the door of a house Yea, yea,
quoth Gdalter; and, forsooth, one of
them was who butIj^Refrain thee, be/
loved! she said; for my tale draweth to
its ending, & !would have thee heark¬
en heedfully: for maybe thou shaltonce
again deem my deed pastpardon.Some
twenty days after this lastdream,!had
some leisure from my JMistress's ser¬
vice,solwent to disportme by tbeSdell
of the Oak/tree (or forsooth shemight
have set in my mind the thoughtofgo/
ing there, that X might meet thee and
give her some occasion against me); &
! sat thereby, nowise loving the earth,
but sick at heart, because of late the
King's Son had been more than ever in/
stant with me to yield him my body,
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threatening me else with casting me
into all that the worst could do to me
of torments and shames day by day*
1 say my heart failed me, &1 was well-
nigh brought to the point of yea/say-
ing his desires, that X might take the
chanceofsomething befallingme that
were less bad than the worst* But here
must! tell thee a thing, and pray thee
to take it to heart* 'Cbis, more than
aught else, had given me strength to
nay/say that dastard, that my wisdom
both hath been, & now is, the wisdom
of a wise maid, & not of a woman, and
all the might thereof shall X lose with
my maidenhead* Gvil wilt thou think
of me then, for all X was tried so sore,
that! was at point to cast it all away,
so wretchedly as X shrank from the
horror of the kady’s wrath*

fCTC thereasXsat pondering these
things,! saw a man coming, and
ithoughtnootherwisethereofbut

that it was the King’s Son, till X saw
the strangerdrawingnear,&bis go Iden
hair, and his grey eyes; & then X heard
his voice, and his kindness pierced my
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TIhe JMaid heart, and I knew that my friend had
feareth come to see me; and O, friend, these
again tearsare for thesweetness of that past

hour!

BHID Cdalter: X came to see myfriend, Xalso* jSbwhave X noted
what thou badestme; andXwill

forbearallas thou commandest me, till
we be safe out of the desert & far away
from all evil things; but wilt thou ban
me from allcaresses ?j^Sbe laugheda/
midst of her tears,& said: O, nay,poor
lad, if thou wilt be but wise XThen
she leaned toward him, & took his face
betwixt her hands and kissed him oft,
& the tears started in his eyes for love
and pity of her^Chen she said: Hlas,
friend! even yet mayst thou doom me
guilty, and all thy love may turn away
from me, when X have told thee all that
X have done for the sake of thee & me*

O, if then there might be some chas¬
tisement for the guilty woman, and
not mere sundering! fear nothing,
sweetling, said he; for indeed X deem
that already X know partly what thou
hast done*
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gUgjfiG sighed, and said: X will tell Row the
gw® thee next, that Xbanned thy hiss/ JMaidtookfcia ing & caressing of me till to/day rede from
becauseXknewthatmyJVHstresswould thc ^rst
surely know if a man, if thou, hadst so
muchas touchedafingerofminein love.
Xtwas to trym e herein thaton the mom /
ingof the hunting she kissed and em¬
braced me, till X almost died thereof,&
showed theemy shoulder &my limbs;
& to try theewithal, if thine eye should
glister or thy cheek flush thereat; for
indeed she was raging in jealousy of
thee. J^ext, my friend, even whiles we
were talking together at the Cdell of
the Rock, X was pondering on what we
should do to escape from this land of
lies. JMaybe thou wilt say: WLhy didst
thou not takemy hand and fleewithme
as wefled to/day ?friend,itismosttrue,
that were she not dead we had not es¬

caped thus far. for her trackers would
have followed us, set on by her, and
brought us back to an evil fate, there¬
fore! tell thee that from the first X did
plot the death of those two, the Dwarf
&theJMistress.fornootberwisemigbt/
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Concern- cst thou live, or X escape from death In
mg that life* But as to the dastard who threat-
tryst ened me with a thrairs pains, X heeded

himnoughttoliveordie,forwellXknew
that thy valiant sword,yea, or thy bare
hands,would speedily tame him* ]Now
first X knew that X must make a show
of yielding to the Kings'Son; & some/
what how X did therein, thou knowest*
But nonight&no timedidXgivehim to
bedme, tillafter X had met theeas thou
wentest to the Golden Rouse, before
the adventure of fetching the lion's
skin; and up to that time X had scarce
known what to do, save ever to bid thee,
with sore grief and pain, to yield thee
to the wicked woman's desire* But as

wespake together there by tbestream,
and X saw that the Svil Thing (whose
head thou clavest e'en now) was spying
on us, then amidst the sickness of ter¬
ror which ever came over me whenso¬
ever X thought of him, and much more
when X saw him (aht he is dead nowf),
it came flashing into my mind how X
might destroy my enemy♦'Therefore!
made the Dwarf my messenger to her,
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by bidding tbcc to my bed in suchwise Concern
that be might bear it* Hnd wot tbou ing that
well, that be speedily carried ber tbe l*on
tidings* JVLeanwbilelhastened to lie to
tbe King's Son, andallprivily badehim
come to me&not thee* Hnd thereafter,
by dint of waiting and watching, and
taking tbe only chance that there was,
I met thee as tbou earnest back from
fetching tbe skinof tbe lion that never
was, and gave thee thatwarning, or else
bad we been undone indeed Said
CClalter: 5das tbe lion of ber making or
of thine then? She said: Of hers:
why should I deal with such a matter?

a, said Walter, but she verily
swooned, & she was verily wroth with
tbe Cnemyj^Cbe ]Matd smiled, and
said: If ber liewas not like very sooth,
then bad she not been tbe crafts/mas/
ter that I knew ber: one may lie other¬
wise than with tbe tongue alone: yet
indeed ber wrath against tbe Snemy
was nought feigned; for tbe Cnemy
was even I, & in these latter days never
did ber wrath leave me* But to go on
with my tale JS? ]Now doubt tbou not,
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CCJhat be- that, when thou earnest into the ball
fell while yester eve, the JMistress knew of thy
CClalterlay counterfeit tryst with me, and meant
in the nought but death for thee; yet first
hazel- would she have thee in her arms again,
copse therefore did she make much of thee

at table (and that was partly for my
torment also), and therefore did she
make that trystwitb thee, and deemed
doubtless that thou wouldst not dare
to forgo it, even if thou shouldst go
to me thereafter j^JNfow X had trained
that dastard to me as X have told thee,
butXgavehimasleepydraught,so that
when X came to the bed he might not
move toward menoropen his eyes: but
X lay down besidehim, so that tbekady
might know that my body had been
there; forwell had she wotted if it had
not* TTben as there! layX cast over him
thy shape, so that none might have
known,but that thou wert lying bymy
side, & there, trembling, X abode what
should befall* T^bus X passed through
the hourwbenas thou shouldesthave
been atherebamber,and thetimeof my
tryst with thee was come as the JMis-
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treeswould be deeming; so tbatXlook/
ed for her speedily, and my heart well/
nigh failed mefor fearof hercruelty^
presently then Iheardastirring in her
chamber, and 1 slipped from out the
bed, and hid me behind the hangings,
andwas like to die for fearof her; & lo,
presently she came stealing in softly,
holding a lamp in one hand and a knife
in the other* Hnd X tell thee of a sooth
that lalso hadasharp knife in my hand
to defend my life if needwere* She held
the lamp up above her head before she
drew near to the bed/side, and X heard
her mutter: She is not there then! but
she shall be taken* Tlben she went up
to the bed and stooped over it, & laid
her hand on the place where X had lain;
and therewith her eyes turned to that
false image of thee lying there, & she
fell a/trembling and shaking, and the
lamp fell to the ground& was quench¬
ed (but there was bright moonlight in
the room, and still X could see what be/
tid)* But she uttered a noise like the
low roar of a wild beast, and X saw her
arm and hand rise up, and the flashing
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Yet of tbesteel beneath the band, and then
further down came the hand and the steel, and

Xwentnigbtoswooninglestpercbance
X had wrought overwell, & thine image
were thy very self* 'Che dastard died
without a groan: why should X lament
him ? X cannot. But the kady drew him
toward her, and snatched the clothes
from offhis shoulders and breast, and
fell a/gibbering sounds mostly with¬
out meaning, but broken here & there
with words. Chen X heard her say: X
shall forget; X shall forget; & the new
days shallcome.Chenwas theresilence
of her a little, and thereafter she cried
out in a terrible voice: O no, no, not X
cannot forget; X cannot forget; & she
raised a great wailing cry that fUledall
the night with horror (didst thou not
hear it?), and caught up the knife from
the bed and thrust it into her breast,
and fell down a dead heap over the bed
and on totheman whom she had slain.
Hnd then X thought of thee, and joy
smote across my terror; how shall X
gainsay it ? HndXfled away to thee, and
X took thine hands in mine, thy dear
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hands, & we fled away together* Shall
we be still together?

spoke slowly, & touched her
SlI not,andshe,forbearlngallsob-

blng and weeping, sat looking
wistfully on him* fiesald: X think thou
hast told me all; and whether thy guile
slew her, or her own evil heart, she was
slain last night who lay in mine arms
the night before* Xtwas ill, and III done
of me, forXlovednother, but thee, and
X wished for her death that! might be
with thee. 'Chou wottest this, and still
thou lovestme, Itmay be overweening-
ly* Cdhat have X to say then ? If there be
any guiltofguile,Xalsowas In the guile;
and If there be any guilt of murder, X
alsowas In the murder* Chuswesay to
each other; and to 0od & his fallows
we say: 3de two have conspired & slain
thewoman who tormented oneof us,&
would have slain the other; and If we
have done amiss therein, then shall we
two togetherpay thepenalty; forIn this
havewedoneas one bodyand onesoul*

GXalter
answereth
theJVlald's
tale
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SF>eRS3CnXF) be put bis armsabout ber arid kissed her, but
soberly and friendly, as if be

would comfort ben Hnd thereafter be
said to ber: JMaybe to/morrow, in tbe
sunligbt,Iwillasktbeeoftbiswoman,
what sbeverilywas; bu tnow let ber be*
Hnd thou, tbou art over/wearied, and X
bid tbee sleepj^So be went about and
gathered of bracken a great heap for
ber bed, and did bis coat thereover, and
led ber thereto, & sbe lay down meek ly,
and smiled and crossed ber arms over
ber bosom, and presently fell asleep.
But as for him, be watched by tbe fire-
sidetilldawn began toglimmer,&then
be also laid him down and slept.
Chapter XXV. Of tbe triumphant
Summer Hrray of tbe JVIaid ^

F>€^I tbe day was bright
Walter arose, & met tbe
JVIaid coming up from tbe
river/bank, fresh & rosy
from tbewater.Sbe paled
a littlewhen they met face

to face, & sbe shrank from him shyly.



But he took her hand and kissed her Concern-
frankly; and the two were glad, & had ing the
no need to tell each other of their joy, Bear/folk
though much else they deemed they
had to say,could they have foundwords
thereto*

■go they came to their fire and satI down,and fell to breakfast; & ere
“they were done, the JVIaid said:

JVly JMaster, thou seestwe be comenigh
unto the hill country, and to/dayabout
sunset, belike, we shall come Into the
Jvandof theBear/folk; & both itis,that
there is peril if we fall into their hands,
and that we may scarce escape them*
Yet X deem that we may deal with the
peril by wisdom jg^GIhat is the peril?
said Walter; X mean, what is the worst
of it ? JP Said the JVIaid: 'Co be offered
up in sacrifice to their©odjj^But if we
escape deathat theirhands, what then ?
said Sdalter^One of two things, said
she; the first, that they shall take us
into their tribejj^Hndwill theysunder
us in that case ? said3CTalter^]Sfoy,said
shej^Cdalter laughedandsaid:Chere/
in is little harm then* But what is the
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Of the other chance?L/^Saidshe:'Chatwe leave
God of them with theirgood/will, & come bach
the Bears to oneof the lands ofChristendom,^

Said Walter: X am not all so sure that
this is the better of the two choices,
though, forsooth, thou seemest to
think so* But tell me now, what like is
their God, that they should offer up
new/comers to him ?^Cheir God is a
woman, she said, and the Mother of
their nation & tribes (or so they deem)
before the days when they had chief¬
tains and Lords of Battlej^TChat will
be long ago, said he; how then mayshe
be livingnow r^Said theM^Kh E>oubt/
less that woman of yore agone is dead
this many &many ayear; but they take
to them still a new woman, one after
other, as they may happen on them, to
be in the stead of the Hncient Mother*
Hnd to tell thee the very truth right
out, she that lieth dead in the pillared
f)all was even the last of these; and
now, if they knew it, they lack a God*
XThis shall we tell them Yea, yea f
saidWalter, agoodlywelcome shallwe
haveof them then, ifwecomeamongst
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them with our hands redwith the blood *Hho shall
of their Godf JP She smiled on him & be their
said: IfX come amongst them with the Godnow 7
tidings that X have slain her, and they
trow therein, without doubt they shall
make me kady & Goddess In her stead

Uhls Is a strangeword, saidWalter;
but If so they do, how shall that fur¬
ther us In reaching the kindredsof the
world, and the folk of Roly Church?

BRSlaughedoutright, so joyouswas she grown, now that she
knew that his life was yet to be

a part of hers* Sweetheart, she said,
now X see that thou deslrest wholly
what X desire; yet In any case, abiding
with them would be living&not dying,
even as thou hadst It e'en now* But,
forsooth, they will not hinder our de¬
parture Ifthey deem m e thelrGod; they
do not look for It, nor desire It, that
thelrGodshoulddwellwith them dally*
Rave no fear* Chen she laughed again,
&sald: Cdhatt thou lookeston me and
deemest me to be but a sorry Image of
a goddess; & me with my scanty coat
and bare arms & naked feetf But wait!
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H fair 1 know well how to array me when the
place time cometh* 'Chou shalt see itt Hnd

now, my JMaster, were it not meet that
we took to the road?

O they arose, and found a ford of
the river that took the JVIaid but
to the knee, and so set forth up

the greensward of the slopes whereas
there were but few trees; so went they
faring toward the hill/country Ht
the last they were come to the feet of
the very hills, and in the hollows be¬
twixt the buttresses of them grew nut
and berry trees, and the greensward
roundabout them was both thick and
much flowery* Cherethey stayed them
and dined, whereas Walter had shot a
hare by the way, and they had found a
bubbling spring under a grey stone in
abightof the coppice, wherein now the
birds were singing their best*

they had eaten and had
rested somewhat, the JVIaid
aroseandsaid: JNowshallthe

Queen array herself,& seem like a very
goddessjg^Chen she fell towork,while
Walter lookedon; and she made a gar-
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land for her head of eglantine where 'Che
the roseswere the fairest; &with min- JMotherof
gledfiowersofthesummershewreath/ Summer
edhermiddleabout, and let thegarland
of them hangdown to below her knees;
andknotsof the flowers shemade fast
to the skirts of her coat, and did them
for arm/rings about her arms, and for
anklets and sandals for her feet* Chen
sheset a garland about Walter's head,
and then stood a little off from him
andset her feet together, and liftedup
her arms, and said: J^o now! am X not
as like to the JMother of Summer as if
Xwere clad in silkandgold ? and even so
shall X be deemed by the folk of the
Bear* Come now, thou shalt see how
all shall be well*

®f>S laughed joyously; but hemight scarce laugh for pity of
his love* Chen they set forth

again, and began toclimb the hills, and
the hours wore as they went in sweet
converse; tillat last Walter looked on
the JMaid,and smiled on her, and said:
One thing X would say to thee, lovely
friend, to wit: wert thou clad in silk &
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gold, thy stately raiment might well
suffer a few stains, or here and there a
rentmaybe; butstately wou Id itbestill
when the folkof the Bear should come

up against thee* But as to this flowery
array of thine, in a few hours it shall
be all faded & nought* ]STay, even now,
as X look on thee, the meadow/sweet
that hangeth from thy girdle/stead
has waxen dull, & welted; and the bios/
soming eyebright that is for a hem to
the little white coat of thee is already
forgetting how to be bright and blue*
3ttbatsayesttboutben?j^Sbelaugbed
at his word,andstoodstill,and looked
back over her shoulder, while with her
fingers she dealt with the flowers a~
bout berside like toabirdpreening his
feathers* 'Cbcn she said: is itverily so
as thou sayest? Jvook again t jffQo he
looked,&wondered; for lo f beneatb his
eyes the spires of the meadow/sweet
grew crisp & clear again, the eyebright
blossoms shone once more over the
whiteness of her legs; the eglantine
roses opened, and all was as fresh and
bright as if it were still growing on
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Ms own roots* On the
fipgflS wondered, & was even some- downsjjjKpvK deal aghast; but she said: Dear

friend, benot troubled! didlnot
tell thee that!am wise in hidden lore?
But in my wisdom shall be no longer
any scathe to any man* Hnd again, this
my wisdom, as X told thee erst, shall
end on the day whereon X am made all
happy* Hnd it is thou that shall wield
itall, my JMaster* Yet mustmy wisdom
needs endure fora little season yet*Let
us on then, boldly and happily*
Chapter XXVX* Chey come to the folk
of theBears^f/?

|]ST they went, and before
long they were come up
on to the down/country,
where was scarce a tree,
save gnarled and knotty
thorn/bushes here and

there, but nought else higher than the
whin* Hnd here on these upper lands
they saw that the pastures were much
burntwith the drought, albeit summer
was not worn old* J^ow they went mak-



H dale ing due south toward the mountains,
of the whose heads they saw from time to
downs time rising deep blue over the bleak

greynessof the down landridges*Hnd
so they went,tillat last,hardon sunset,
after they had climbed longoverahigh
bent, they came to the brow thereof, &,
looking down, beheld new tidings^
'There was a wide valley below them,
green er than thedownswhich they had
come over, and greener yet amidmost,
from the watering of a stream which,
all besetwithwillows,woundabout the
bottom* Sheep & neat were pasturing
about the dale, & moreover a long line
of smoke was going up straight into
the windless heavens from the midst
ofa ringof little round houses builtof
turfs, and thatchedwith reed* Hnd be¬
yond that, toward an eastward/lying
bightof the dale, they could see what
looked liketoadoom/ringofbigstones,
though there were no rocky places in
that land* Hbout the cooking/fire a-
midst of the houses, and here & there
otherwhere, they saw, standing or go¬
ing to and fro,huge figures of men and
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women,with children playingabou the/ 'Che
twixtthem* down-

BRSY stood and gazed down at it dwellersfor a minute or two, & though all
were at peace there, yet toWalter,

at least, it seemed strange & awful* Re
spake softly, as though he would not
have his voice reach those men, though
they were,forsooth, out of ear/shot of
anything save a shout: Hre these then
the children of theBear? Cdhatshallwe
do now ? She said: Yea, of the Bear
they be,though there be other folks of
them far & far away to the northward
& eastward, near to the borders of the
sea* Hnd as to what we shall do, let us
go down at once, and peacefully* In¬
deed, by now there will be no escape
from them; for lo you 1 they have seen

ORSOOCF), some three or four
of the big men had turned them
toward the bent whereon stood

the twain,& were hailing them in huge,
roughvoices,wherein,howsoever,seem/
edtobenoangerorthreat* So theJVIaid
took CClalter by the hand, and thus they
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Che like went down quietly, and the Bear/folk,
of them seeing them, stood all together,facing

them ,toabide their coming*Waltersaw
of them, that though they werevery tall
and bigly made, they were not so far a/
bove the stature of men as to be mar¬

vels* Che carles were long/haired, and
shaggy of beard, and their hair all red
or tawny; their skins,where their naked
flesh showed, were burned brown with
sun & weather, but to a fair and pleas¬
ant brown,nought like to blackamoors*
'Che queans were comely & well/eyed;
nor was there anythingof fierce or evil/
looking about either the carles or the
queans, but somewhat grave and sol¬
emn ofaspectwere they.Cladwere they
all, saving theyoungmen/children,but
somewhat scan tlly,and in noughtsave
sheep/skins or deer/skins^for wea¬
pons they saw amongst them clubs, &
spears headed with bone or flint, and
ugly axes of big flints set Cn wooden
handles; nor was there, as far as they
could see, either now or afterward, any
bow amongst them* But some of the
youngmen seemed to have slings done
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about their shoulders*

■OSd when they were come butthree fathom from them, the
JVIaid lifted up her voice, and

spake clearly and sweetly: Rail,ye folk
of the Bears! we have come amongst
you, & that for your good and not for
your hurt: wherefore we would know
if we be welcome*

BRGRG was an old man whostood foremost in the midst,
clad in a mantle of deer/skins

worked very goodly, and with a gold
ring on his arm, and a chaplet of blue
stones on his head,and he spake: Lit/
tie are ye,but so goodly,that if ye were
butbigger,weshoulddeem thatyewere
come from theGods' Rouse*YethaveI
heard, that howmighty soever may the
Gods be, & chiefly our God, they be at
whiles nought so bigly made as we of
the Bears* Row this may be,I wot not*
But if ye be not of the Gods or their
kindred, then are ye mere aliens; & we
know not what to do with aliens, save
we meet them in battle, or give them to
theGod,orsavewemake them children
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Cbe JMaid of the Bean But yet again, ye may be
will an- messengers of some folk who would
swerat bind friendship and alliance with us:
the JMote (n which case ye shall at the least de¬

part in peace, and whiles ye are with us
shall be our guests in all good cheer.
JVow, therefore, we bid you declare the
matter unto us^Cben spake the JMaid:
father, it were easy for us to declare
whatwebeunto you here present. But,
meseemeth,ye who be gathered round
the fire here this evening are less than
the whole tale of the children of the
BearJp So it is, JVIaiden, said the el¬
der, that many more children hath the
Bear^Cbis then we bid you, said the
JMaid,that ye send the tokens round &
gather your people to you, and when
they be assembled in the Doom/ring,
then shallweputourerrand beforeyou;
andaccording to that,shallye dealwith
us Chou hast spoken well, said the
elder; and even so had we bidden you
ourselves. 'Co/morrow, before noon,
shall ye stand in tbeDoom/ringin this
Dale, & speak with the children of the
Bear.
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RBRGQirCF) he turned to his Supper
own folk & called outsomethlng, amidst of
whereof those twain knewnotthe ^Bears

meaning; & there came to him,one af¬
ter another, six young men, unto each
of whom he gave a thing from out his
pouch, but what It was Walter might
not see, save that It was little and of
small account: to each, also, he spake
a word or two, & straight they set ofF
running, one after the other, turning
toward the bentwhich was overagainst
that whereby the twain had come Into
the Dale, andwere soon out ofsight In
the gathering dusk*

the elder turned him again
|w|pj to Walter and theJMald,& spake:

]Man and woman, whatsoever ye
may be, or whatsoever may abide you
to/morrow, to/nlght,ye are welcome
guests to us; so we bid you come eat
and drink at our fire*

HO they sat all together upon thegrass round about the embers of
the fire, and ate curds and cheese,

and drank milk In abundance; & as the
night grewon them they quickened the
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rbe fire, that they might have light* i:hls
Bears are wild folk talkedmerrllyamongstthem/
shyof the selves,with laughter enough & friend/
aliens iy jests, but to the new/comers they

were few/spoken, though, as the twain
deemed, for no enmity that they bore
them* But this found Cdalter, that the
younger ones, both men and women,
seemed to find It a hard matter to keep
their eyes off them; and seemed,with¬
al, to gaze on them with somewhat of
doubt, or, It might be, of fear*

BO when the night was wearinga little, the elder arose and bade
the twain to come with him,and

led them to a small house or booth,
which was amidmost of all, and some/
whatbigger than the others, and he did
them towit that they shouId rest there
that night, & bade them sleep In peace
and without fear till the morrow* So
they entered, and found beds thereon
of heather and ling, and they laid them
down sweetly, like brother and sister,
when they had kissed each other* But
they noted that fourbrisk men laywith/
out the booth, & across the door, with
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theirweaponsbesidethem,sothatthey falter
must needs look upon themselves as bids fare-
captives j$F13ben Walter might not re/
frain him, but spake: Sweet and dear
friend,! have come a longway from the
quay at kangton, and the vision of the
Dwarf, the JVIaid, and the Jvady; and for
this kiss wherewith I have kissed thee
e'en now,&the kindness of thine eyes,
itwas worth the time& the travail* But
to/morrow, meseemeth, t shall go no
further in this world,though my jour/
ney be far longer than from kangton
hither* Hnd now may 0od and HU fial/
lows keep thee amongst thiswild folk,
whenas I shall be gone from thee JP
She laughed low and sweetly, & said:
Dear friend,dost thou speak tome thus
mournfully tomoveme to love thee bet/
ter ? 'Chen is thy labour lost; forno bet/
ter may ! love thee than now ! do; and
that iswith m(newhole heart* Butkeep
a goodcourage,! bid thee; for we benot
sundered yet, nor shall we be* ]Nor do I
deem that we shall die here, or to/mor/
row; butmanyyears hence,afterwe have
known all the sweetness of life* JMean/
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while,1 bid thee good night,fair friend t
Chapter XXVXl* JVIormng amongst
the Bears

O Cdalter laid him down &
fellasleep,&knewnomore
tillbeawoke in brightday/
UghtwiththeJMaidstand/

^ mgoverbiraSbewasfresbsrtil'Si from thewater,forsbebad
been to the river to bathe her, and the
sun through theopen door fellstream/
Ingon her feet close toCdalter’s pillow,
f>e turned about & cast bis arm about
tbem,& caressed them,whileshestood
smiling upon him; then he arose and
looked on her, and said: Row thou art
fair and bright this morning t Hnd yet
♦♦♦and yet♦♦were it not well that thou
dooff thee all this fadedand drooping
bravery of leaves and blossoms, that
maketb thee look like to a jongleur’s
damselon amorrowofJMayday?jj?Hnd
begazedruefullyonberj^Sbelaugbed
on him merrily, and said: Yea, & belike
these others think no better of my at¬
tire,ornotmuch better;foryonder they



are gatberingsmallwood for the burnt/ CKalter
offering; which,forsooth,shall be thou doubteth
and X, unless X better it all bymeans of
thewisdom X learnedof the oldwoman,
andperfected betwixt the stripes ofmy
JWistress, whom a little while ago thou
lovedst somewhat*

||ig]VD as she spake her eyes spark¬
led, her cheek flushed, and her
limbs and her feet seemed as if

they couldscarce refrain from dancing
for joy ♦ Xlhen Walter knithis brow, and
for a moment a thought half/framed
was in his mind. Xs it so, that she will
bewray me and live without me? and he
cast his eyes on to the ground. Butshe
said:kook up, & in tomineeyes, friend,
andsee ifthere be in them any falseness
toward thee f for X know thy thought;
X know thy thought. Dost thou not see
thatmy joy andgladness is for the love
of tbee,&tbe thoughtof the rest from
trouble that is at band? Re looked
up, & his eyes met the eyesof her love,
and he would have cast his arms about
her; but she drewaback and said: ]Nay,
thou must refrain thee awhile, dear
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She friend, lest these folk cast eyes on us,
hearten- and deem us over lover/like for what 1
ethhim am to bid them deem me* Hbideawhile,

and then shall all bein me according to
thy will* But now X must tell thee that
it is not very far from noon, and that
the Bears are streaming into the Dale,
and already there is an host of men at
theDoom /ring,&,asXsaid, the bale for
the burnt/offering is well/nigh dight,
whether it be for us, or for some other
creature* Hnd now X have to bid thee
this, and it will be a thing easy for thee
to do, to wit, that thou look as if thou
wert of the race of the C5ods, and not
to blench, or show sign of blenching,
whatever betide: to yea/say both my
yea/say & mynay/say: and lastly this,
which is the only hard thing for thee
(but thou hast already done it before
somewhat), to look upon me with no
masterful eyes of love, nor as if thou
wertaton ce pray ingme&commanding
me; rather thou shalt so demean thee
as if thou wert my man all simply, and
nowise my master^O friend beloved,
said Walter, here at least art thou the
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master, and!will do all tby bidding, In
certain hopeof this, thateitherwe shall
live together or die together*

CTC as they spoke, In came the cU
der,&with him ayoung maiden,
bearing with them their break¬

fastof curds and cream and strawber¬
ries, and he bade them eat* So theyate,
andwerenot unmerry; and thewhileof
their eating the elder talked with them
soberly, but not hardly, or with any
seeming enmity: & ever his talk gaton
to thedrought,whichwasnow burning
up thedown/pas tures;&bow thegrass
In thewatered dales, which wasnowide
spread of land, would not hold out
much longer unless theGodsent them
rain ♦ HndSdalternoted that those two,
the elderand tbeJMald, eyed each other
curiouslyamidstof this talk; theelder
Intent on what she might say, & If she
gave heed to his words; while on her
side theJMaldanswered bis speech gra/
clously and pleasantly, but said little
that wasof any Import: norwould she
have him fix her eyes, which wandered
lightly from this thing to that; nor
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would her Ups grow stern and stable,
but ever smiled in answer to the light
of her eyes, as she sat there with her
face as the very faceof the gladness of
the summer day*
Chapter XXVXXX* Of the new God of
the Bears ,4*^

C last the old man said:
JMy children,yeshallnow
come with me unto the
Doom/ring of our folk,

>A the Bears of the South¬
ern Dales, and deliver to

them yourerrand; andXbeseechyouto
have pity upon your own bodies, as X
have pity on them; on thine especially,

>JMaiden, sofairand bright a creatureas
thou art; for so it is, that if ye deal us
out light & lyingwordsaftertheman-
nerof dastards, yeshallmiss thewor¬
ship & glory ofwending away amidst
of the flames, a gift to the God and a
hope to the people, andshallbe passed
by the rods of the folk,untilye faint&
fail amongst them, & then shall ye be

I thrust down into theflowattheDale's



€nd,& a stone/laden hurdle cast upon ^he JMam
you, that we may thenceforth forget mote
your follyjgTCheJYIaidnow looked full
into his eyes, and Walter deemed that
theold man shrank before her; but she
said: TThou art old and wise, O great
man of theBears, yet nought X need to
learn of thee* ]^ow lead us on our way
to the Stead of the Srrands*

HO the elder brought them alongto the Doom/ringat the eastern
end of the Dale; and it was now

all peopled with those huge men, wea-
poned after their fashion, and stand¬
ing up, so that thegrey stones thereof
but showed a little over their heads*
But amidmost of the said Ring was a
bigstone, fashioned as a chair, where¬
on sat a very old man, long/hoary and
white/bearded,& on either side of him
stood a greatdimbed woman clad in
war/gear, holding,eachof them, a long
spear, and with a flUnt/bladed knife in
thegirdle; and therewere no other wo¬
men in all theJMote*
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iZbcy R€^ the cWcr *ecl tho8e twain
stand be- mi§jj| into themidstof theJMote, and
fore the ts&M/ there bade them go up on to a
folk wide, fiat/topped stone, six feet above

the ground, just over against the an-
cientchieftain;andtheymounteditby
arough stair,&stoodthere before that
folk; flatter in hisarrayof theou tward
world, which had been fair enough, of
crimson cloth and silk, & white linen,
but was now travel/stained and worn;
& tbeJMaid withnought upon her,save
the smock wherein she had fled from
the Golden Rouse of the Cdood be¬
yond thedorld, deckedwith the faded
flowers which she had wreathed about
heryesterday.]Severtheless,soitwas,
that those big men eyed her intently,
and with somewhat ofworship*

BO^d did ^Halter, according to herbidding, sink down on his knees
beside ber,& drawinghis sword,

hold it before him, as if to keep all in¬
terlopers aloof from the JMaid. Hnd
therewas silencein theJMote, &alleyes
were fixed on those twain.

210



XL last the old chief arose and XLbc JVlaid
spake: Ye men, here are come is bidden
a man and a woman, we know to speak

not whence; whereas they have given
word to our folk who first met them,
that theywould tell theirerrand tonone
save the JMote of the people; which it
was their due to do, if they weremind¬
ed to risk It* for either they be aliens
without an errand hither, save, it may
be, to beguile us, in which case they
shallpresentlydieanevildeath;orthey
have come amongst us that we may
give them to the God with fiint/edge
and fire; or they have a message to us
from some folk or other, on the issue
of which lieth life or death* J^ow shall
ye hearwhat they have to say concern¬
ing themselvesand their faringhither.
But,meseemeth, itshall be thewoman
who is the chief and hath the word in
hermouth; for, lo you f theman kneel-
eth at her feet, as one who would serve
and worship her* Speak out then, wo¬
man, and let our warriors hear thee*
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She
declaretb
her God¬
head

the JVlaid lifted up hervoice,
& spake out clear and shrilling,
like to a flute of the best of the

minstrels: \c men of the Children of
the Bear, Iwould ask you a question,
and let thechieftain whositteth before
me answer ftJPChe old man nodded
hfs head, and she went on: Cell me,
Children of the Bear, how long a time
is worn since ye saw the God of your
worship made manifest in the bodyof
a woman ?jS?Safd the elder: JVIany win¬
ters haveworn since my father's father
was a child, & saw the very God in the
bodily form of a woman JPChen she
said again: Did ye rejoice at her com¬
ing, and would ye rejoice if once more
she came amongst you ? j$F Yea, said
theold chieftain, for she gave us gifts,
and learned us lore, and came to us in
no terrible shape, but as a young wo¬
man as goodly as thou ^ Chen said
theJVlaid: ]Sow, then, is the day ofyour
gladness come; for the old body is
dead,&Iam the new bodyofyourGod,
com e amongstyou for yourwelfarejff
Chen fell a great silence on the JMote,
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till the old man spake and said: Slhat o>e
shall!say and live ? for if thou beverily Bears
the God, and! threaten thee, wilt thou crave a
notdestroyme ?But thou hastspoken token of
agreatwordwith a sweetmouth,&hast ^cr
taken the burden of blood on thy lily
hands; and if the Children of theBear
be befooled of light liars, how shall
they put the shame off them ? there¬
fore X say, show to us a token; and if
thou be the God, this shall be easy to
thee ; &if thou showitnot, then is thy
falsehood manifest, & thou shalt dree
theweird* for we shall deliver thee into
the hands of these women here, who
shall thrust thee down into the flow
which is hereby,after they havewearied
themselves with whipping thee* But
thy man that kneeleth at thy feet shall
we give to the trueGod, and heshall go
to her by the road of the flint and the
fire* fiast thou heard? Chen give to us
the sign and the token*

| RGchanged countenancenowhit
at his word; but her eyes were
the brighter, and her cheek the

fresher; and her feet moved a little, as
213



She if they were growing glad before the
answereth dance; & shelookedoutovertheJMote,

and spake in her clear voice: Oldman,
thou needest not to fear for thywords,
forsooth itisnotmewhom thou threat/
enest with stripes and a foul death,
but some light fool and liar,whoisnot
here. ]Now hearken f 1 wot well that ye
would have somewhat of me, to wit,
thatlshould send you rain toend this
drought, whichotherwiseseemeth like
to lie long upon you: but this rain, X
must go into the mountains of the
south to fetch it you; therefore shall
certain of your warriors bring me on
my way, with this my man, up to the
great pass of the said mountains, and
we shall set out thitherward this very
dayjtfFShewassilentawhile,&all look/
ed on her, but none spakeor moved,so
that they seemedas imagesofstonea-
mongst the stones^'Chen shespake
again and said: Some would say, men
of the Bear, that this were a sign and a
token great enough; but X know you,
and howstubborn & perverseof heart
ye be; and how that the gift not yet
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within yourhand isnogift to you; and
thewonderyeseenot, yourhearts trow
not*Therefore look ye upon meas here
1 stand, twho have come from the fair/
er country and the green/wood of the
lands, andsee if Ibear not thesummer
with me, and the heart that maketh in¬
crease and the hand that giveth*

)0 then f as she spake, the faded
flowers that hung about her
gathered life and grew fresh

again; the woodbine round her neck &
her sleek shoulders knit itself togeth/
er and embraced her freshly, and cast
its scent about her face* Tlhe lilies that
girded her loins lifted up their heads,
and the gold of their tassels fell upon
her; the eyebright grew clean blue a-
gain upon her smock; the eglantine
found its blooms again, and then be¬
gan to shed the leaves thereof upon
her feet; the meadow/sweet wreathed
amongst itmade clear the sweetness
of her legs, & the mouse/ear studded
her raiment as with gems* Tibere she
stood amidst of the blossoms, like a
greatorientpearl against the fretwork
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Clad arc of the goldsmiths, and the breeze that
the Bears came up the valley from behind bore

the sweetnessof her fragrance allover
the JVIan/mote*

indeed, the Bears stood
up, and shouted and cried, and
smote on their shields,& toss/

ed their spears aloft* 'Chen the elder
rose from his seat, & came up humbly
to where she stood, and prayed her to
say what she would have done; while
the others drew about in knots, but
durst not come very nigh to her* She
answered the ancient chief, and said,
that she would depart presently to¬
ward themountains,whereby shemight
send them the rain which they lacked,
and that thence she would away to the
southward for a while; but that they
should hear of her, or, it might be, see
her, before they who were now of mid-
dleage should be gone to their fathers
jfiTChen theoldman besought her that
theymightmake hera litterof fragrant
green boughs, andso bear her away to¬
ward the mountain pass amidst a tri¬
umph of thewhole folk*But she leapt
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lightly down from the stone, andwalk/
ed to and fro on the greensward, while
it seemed of her that her feet scarce
touched the grass; & she spake to the
ancient chief where he still kneeled in
worship of her, & said: ]^ay; deemest
thou ofme thatlneed bearingbymen's
hands, or that X shall tire at all when X
am doing my will, and X,the very heart
of the year's increase ? So it is,that the
going of my feet over your pastures
shall make them to thrive, both this
year and the coming years: surely will
X go afoot.

O they worshipped her themore,
andblessedher; and then firstof
all they brought meat, the dain¬

tiest they might, both for her and for
QXalter.Buttheywouldnotlookon the
JMaid whiles she ate, or suffer Walter
to behold her the while. Hfterwards,
when they had eaten, some twentymen,
weaponed after their fashion, made
them ready towendwith theJMaiden up
into the mountains, and anon they set
ou t thitherward all together. Rowbeit,
thehugemen held them eversomewhat
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aloof from tbeJMaid; & when they came
to the resting/place for that night,
where was no house, for it was up a-
mongst the foot/hiUs before themoun/
tains, then itwas a wonder to see how
carefully they builtupasleeping/place
forher, & tilted itoverwith their skin-
cloaks, and how they watched night¬
long about hen But Walter they let
sleep peacefully on the grass, a little
wayaloof from thewatchers round the
JMaid,
Chapter XXIX, Walter strays in the
pass & is sundered from the JMaid^

ORBING came, & they
arose and went on their
ways, and went all day
till the sun wasnigh set,
and they were come up
into the very pass; & in

the jaws thereof was an earthen howe,
Chere the JMatd bade them stay, & she
went up on to the howe, & stood there
and spake to them,and said: O men of
theBear,Igive you thanks foryour fob
lowing, and I bless you, and promise



you the increase of the earth* But now CT>e JMaid
ye shall turn aback, and leave me to go command/
my ways; and my man with the iron *th & for/
sword shall follow me* j^ow, maybe, X b'ddeth
shall come amongst the Bear/folk a-
gain before long, andyet again,& learn
them wisdom; but for this time it is en/
ough* Hnd X shall tell you that ye were
best to hasten home straightway to
your houses in the down/land dales,
for the weather which!have bidden for
you is even now coming forth from the
forge of storms in the heart of the
mountains* JSow this last word X give
you, that times are changedsince!wore
the lastshapeofGod that ye have seen,
wherefore a changeXcommand you* Xf
so be aliens come amongst you, X will
not that ye send them tome by the flint
& the fire; rather, unless they be bale¬
ful un toyou,& worthy ofan evil death,
ye shall suffer them to abide with you;
ye shall make them become children of
the Bears, if they be goodly enough &
worthy, & they shall be my children as
ye be; otherwise,if they be ill/favoured
andweakling, let them live & be thralls
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to you, but not join with you, man to
woman* ]Sow depart ye with my bles¬
sing*

Br>SRG3CTrCFj she came downfrom the mound, and went her
ways up the pass so lightly,

that itwas to Cdalter,standingamongst
theBears, as ifshe hadvanished away*
But the men of that folk abode stand/
ing and worshipping their God for a
little while, and that while he durst not
sunder him from their company. But
when theyhadblessedhim andgone on
their way backward, he betook him in
haste to following the Maid, thinking
to find her abiding him in some nook
of the pass*

■O3KSOGV0R, it was now twulightor more,&, for all his haste,
dark night overtook him,so that

perforce hewas stayed amidst the tan/
gle of the mountain ways* Hnd, more/
over, ere the night was grown old, the
weather came upon him on the back of
a great south wind, so that the moun¬
tain nooks rattled and roared, & there
was therain &thehail,with thunderand
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lightning,monstrous and terrible, and Walter is
all the huge array of a summer storm* troubled
So he was driven at last to crouch un¬
der a big rock and abide the day*

ICTC not so were his troubles at
an end* for under the said rock
he fell asleep, and when he a-

woke it was day indeed; but as to the
pass, the way thereby was blind with
the driving rain and the lowering lift;
so that, though he struggled as well as
he might against the storm & the tan/
gle, he made but little way*

BJSft) now once more the thoughtcame on him, that the JMaid was
of the fays, or of some race even

mightier; and it came on him now not
as erst,with half fearand wholedesire,
but with a bitter oppression of dread,
of loss and misery; so that he began
to fear that she had but won his love
to leave him and forget him for anew/
comer, after thewontof fay/women,as
old tales tell*

SQIO days he battled thus withstorm & blindness, & wanhope
of his life; for he was growing
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Be finds weak & fordone. But the third morn-
rest ing the storm abated, though the rain

yet fellheavily,and he couldsee hisway
somewhat as well as feel It: withal he
found that now his path was leading
him downwards, Hs it grew dusk, he
came down into a grassy valley with a
stream runnmgthroughittothesouth
ward, and the rain was now but little,
comingdown but in dashes from time
to time,So he creptdown to thestreams
side, & lay amongst the bushes there;
& said to himself, that on the morrow
he would get him victual, so that he
might live to seek his JMaiden through
the wide world, Be was of somewhat
better heart: but now that he was laid
quiet, & had no more for that present
to trouble him about the way, the an¬
guish of his loss fell upon him the
keener, and he might not refrain him
from lamentinghis dearJVIaiden aloud,
asonewho deemedhimself in the emp/
ty wilderness: & thus he lamented for
her sweetness and her loveliness, and
the kindness of her voice & her speech,
& her mirth, 'Chen he fell to crying out
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concerning the beauty of her shaping, JVIoming
praising the parts of her body, as her in the
face, and her hands, and her shoul- dale
ders, and her feet, and cursing the evil
fate which had sundered him from the
friendliness of her, and the peerless
fashion of her*
ChapterXXX*JsTow theymeetagain^

^OJMp^HlJNTX^G thus-
wise, he fell asleep from
sheer weariness, & when
he awoke it was broad
day, calm and bright and
cloudless,with the scent

of the earth refreshedgoingup into the
heavens,and the birds singingsweetly
in the bushes about him: for the dale
whereunto he was now come was a fair
and lovely place amidst the shelving
slopes of the mountains, a paradise of
the wilderness, and nought but plea¬
sant and sweet things were to be seen
there, now that the mom was so clear
and sunny*

HISS arose and looked about him,&
i saw where,ahundredyardsaloof,
was a thicket of small wood, as



jsfow they thorn Welder&whitebeam, all wreath/
meet ed about with the bines of wayfaring
again tree; ithida bightof the stream,which

turned round about it, and betwixt it
and Walter was the grass short and
thick,and sweet, & all beset with flow/
ers; and he said to himself that it was
even such a place aswherein the angels
were leading the Blessed in the great
painted paradise in the choir of the big
church at Jvangton on Rolm* But lot
as he looked he cried aloud for joy, for
forth from the thicket on to the flow¬
ery grass cameone like toan angel from
out of the said picture, white/clad and
bare/foot, sweet of flesh, with bright
eyes and ruddy cheeks; for it was the
JVIaid herself* So he ran to her, and she
abode him, holding forth kind hands
to him, and smiling,while shewept for
joy of the meeting* Re threw himself
upon her, and spared not to kiss her,
her cheeks and her mouth, & her arms
and her shoulders, & wheresoever she
would suffer it* 'em at last she drew a-
back a little, laughing on him for love,
and said: forbear now, friend, for it is
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enough for this time, and tell me how Here is
thou hast sped III, ill, said he breakfast
<Hhat ails thee ? she said ftunger,
he said, and longing for thee Cdell,
she said,me thou hast; there is one ill
quenched; take my hand, & we will see
totheotheronej^Sohetookher hand,
and to hold it seemed to him sweet be/
yond measure* But he looked up, and
saw a little blue smoke going up into
the air from beyondthethicket;andhe
laughed, for he was weak with hunger,
& he said: dho is at the cooking yon¬
der7'Chou shalt see, she said; and
led him therewith into the said thicket
& through it, and lo t a fair littlegrassy
place,fullof flowers,betwixt the bush/
es and the bight of the stream; andon
the little sandy ere, just ofF the green -
sward,was a fire of sticks, & beside it
two trouts lying, fat and red/flecked^
ftere is the breakfast, said she; when it
was time to wash the night offme e'en
now, X went down the strand here into
the rippling shallow, & saw the bank
below it, where the water draws toge¬
ther yonder,& deepens,that it seemed
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Sbebeard like to bold fish; and, whereas 1 looh-
bim that edto meet tbee presently,! groped tbclast night bank for them, going softly; and lo

tbou 1 Helpme now,that we cook them.

■O they roasted them on tbe redembers,and fell toand ate well,
both of them, and drank of tbe

waterof tbe stream outofeach other's
hollow bands; and that feast seemed
glorious to them, such gladness went
with it*

tTC when they were done with
their meat, SHalter said to tbe
JVlald: j^Hnd bow didst tbou

know that tbou sbouldst see me pre¬
sently?^ She said, looking on him
wistfully: 'Cbls needed no wizardry* X
lay not so far from tbee last night,
but that X beard tby voice and knew It
J& Said be, Slby didst tbou not come
tome then, since tbou beardestme be/
moaning tbee? JP She cast her eyes
down, and plucked at tbe flowers and
grass, and said: It was dear to bear
tbee praising me; X knew not before
that!was so sore desired, or that tbou
badst taken such note of my body, &
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found it sodearjgTCben sbereddened
8orely,andsaid:Iknewnottbataugbt
of me bad sucb beauty as tbou didst
bewail JP Hnd sbe wept for joy* TTben
she looked on bim and smiled,& said:
Stilt tbou have tbe very truth of it? X
went close up to thee, and stood there
bidden by tbe bushes and tbe night*
Hndamidst thy bewailing,!knew that
tbou wouldst soon fall asleep, and in
sootb X out/waked thee*

BfiSJSwas sbe silentagain ;andbespakenot,butlookedon her
shyly; and sbe said,reddening

yet more: furthermore,! must needs
tell thee that I feared to go to thee in
tbe dark night, and my heart so yearn/
ing towards tbeejg?Hnd sbe bung her
bead adown; but be said: Is it so in¬
deed, that tbou fearest me rXben doth
that make me afraid ♦♦♦ afraid of thy
nay/say* for I was going to entreat
tbee, & say to thee: Beloved, we have
now gone through many troubles; let
us now take a good reward at once, &
wed together, here amidst this sweet
and pleasant bouseof tbe mountains,

q2 227

Sbe tells
of her
fear



She ere we go furtheron our way; if indeed
would live we go further at all* for where shall we
amidst find any place sweeter or happier than
fo,,! this?

Here she sprang up to her feet,and stood there trembling be¬
fore him, because of her love;

and she said: Beloved, X have deemed
that itwere good forus to goseek man/
kind as they live in the world, and to
live amongst them* Hnd as for me, X
will tell thee the sooth, to wit, that X
long for this sorely* for X feel afraid
in the wilderness, and as if X needed
help and protection against my JMis-
tress, though she be dead; andXneed
the comfort of many people, and the
throngs of the cities* X cannot for¬
get her: it was but last night that X
dreamed (Isupposeas the dawn grew
a/cold) that! was yet under her hand,
and she was strippingme for the tor¬
ment; so that! woke up panting and
crying out* X pray thee be not angry
with me for telling theeof my desires;
for if thou wou Idstnot have it so, then
here will X abide with thee as thymate,
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and strive to gather courage*

ipse rose up and hissed her face,
ilpM & said: |**ay, X had in sooth no

mind to abide here for ever; X
meant but tbatwesbould feast awhile
here, and then depart: sooth it is, that
if thou dreadest thewilderness, some/
what X dread the city J& She turned
pale, & said: 'Chou shalt have thywill,
my friend, if it must be so* But be¬
think theef we be not yet at our jour¬
ney's end, and may have many things
and much strife to endure, before we
be at peace and in welfare* JSow shall
X tell thee ♦*♦ did X not before? *** that
while X am a maid untouched, my wis/
dom, and somedeal of might, abideth
with me, and only so long* Cherefore
X entreat thee, let us go now, side by
side, out of this fair valley, even as we
are, so that my wisdom and might
may help thee at need* for, my friend,
X would not that our lives be short, so
much of joy as hath now come into
them beloved, be said, let us
on straightway then, and shorten the
while that sundereth us JvOve, she
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T^bey said, thou sbalt pardon me one time
leave that for all* But this is to be said, that I

know somewhat of the baps that lie
a little way ahead of us; partly by my
lore, and partly by what X learned of
this land of the wild folk whiles thou
wert lying asleep that morning*

by the water, and came Into the

through the pass; and It soon became
stony again, as theymounted the bent
which went up from out the dale* Hnd
when they came to the brow of the
said bent, they had a slghtof theopen
country lying fair and joyous In the
sunshine, & amidst of It, against the
blue hills, the walls and towers of a
great city jgF'Cben said the JMald: O,
dear friend, loyout Is not that oura-
bode that lleth yonder,and Is so beau¬
teous? Dwell not our friends there,
and our protection against uncouth
wights, and mere evil things In guile¬
ful shapes? O city,Xbid thee ballf J&
But Walter looked on her, and smiled
somewhat; and said: X rejoice In thy
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joy* But there be evil things in yonder Of the
city also, though they be not fays nor city which
devils, or it is like to no city that X wot they see
of* Hnd in every city shall foes grow aloof
up to us without rhyme or reason, and
life therein shall be tangled unto us
^Y^a,she said; but in the wilderness
amongst the devils, what was to be
done bymanlymightorvaliancy?'Chere
badst thou to fall back upon the guile
and wizardry which X had filched from
my very foesJBut when we come down
yonder, then shall thy valiancy prevail
to cleave the tangle for us* Or at the
least,itshall leavea taleof thee behind,
& I shall worship thee fie laughed,
and his face grew brighter: JMastery
mows the meadow, quoth he, and one
man is of little might against many*
Butlpromise theeXshallnot be sloth/
ful before thee*
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ChapterXXXI*Chey come upon new
folk,4M*

ICF) that they went
down from the bent a-

gain,and cam e towhere
the pass narrowed so
much, that they went
betwixt a steep wall of

rock on either side; but afteran hour’s
going, thesaidwall gave back sudden¬
ly, and, or they were ware almost, they
cameon another dale like to thatwhich
they had left, but not so fair, though
it was grassy and well watered, & not
so big either* But here indeed befell a
change to them; for lot tents and pa¬
vilions pitched in the said valley, and
amidst of it a throng of men, mostly
weaponed, and with horses ready sad/
died at hand* So they stayed their feet,
& Walter’s heart failedhim,for he said
to himself: 3dho wotteth what these
men may be, save that they be aliens?
It is most like thatwe shall betaken as
thralls; and then, at the best, we shall
be sundered; & that is all one with the



worst* T^bey

BU'C the JVIaid, when she saw the comehorses, & the gay tents, and the amongst
pennonsfiuttering, & the glitter those

of spears, and gleaming of white ar~ mcn
mour, smote her palms together for
joy, and cried out: F)ere now are come
the folk of the city forourwelcoming,
and fair and lovely are they, & of many
things shall they be thinking,&amany
things shall they do, and we shall be
partakers thereof* Come then, and let
us meet them, fair friendfj^ButWal¬
ter said:Hlast thou knowestnot:wou Id
that we might fleet But now is it over
late; so putwe a good faceon it,and go
to them quietly, as erewhile we did in
the Bear/country*

BO did they; and there sunderedsix from the men/at/arms and
came to those twain, and made

humbleobeisance to Walter, butspake
nowordXben they madeas they would
lead them to the others, and the twain
went with them wondering, and came
into the ring of men/at/arms, & stood
before an old hoar knight, armed all,
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TTbey are save bis bead, with most goodly ar~
borne mour, and be also bowed before Cdal-
away ter,butspakcno word* TTben they took

them to tbe master pavilion, and made
signs to them tosit, and they brought
them dainty meat and good wine* Hnd
tbewhileof their eatingarose up a stir
about them; and when they were done
witbtbeirmeat,tbeancientknigbtcame
to them,still bowingin courteous wise,
and did them towit by signs that they
should depart: &wben they werewith/
out, theysawalltbeotbertentsstruck,
and men beginning to busy them with
striking tbe pavilion, and tbe others
mounted and ranked in goodorder for
tberoad ;&tberewere twoborse/litters
before them, wherein theywere bidden
to mount, Walter in one, and tbe JMaid
in tbe other, and no otherwise might
they do* XTben presently was a bom
blown, &all took to tberoad together;
andCdalter saw betwixt tbe curtainsof
tbe litter that men/at/arms rode on
either side of him, albeit they bad left
him bis sword by bis side*

234



SSu
|0 they went down the mountain/ Che Gate
passes, and before sunset were of a City
gotten into the plain; but they

made no stay for nigbt/fall, save to eat
a morsel and drink a draught, going
through the night as men who knew
theirway well* Hs theywent,Walterwon/
deredwhatwouldbetide, andif perad-
venture they alsowould be foroffering
them up to their Gods; whereas they
werealiens forcertain,&belikealsoSa/
racens* Moreover there was a cold fear
athis heart thatheshould be sundered
from the JMaid, whereas their masters
now were mighty men of war, holding
in their hands that which all men de¬
sire, to wit, the manifest beauty of a
woman* Yet hestrove to think the best
ofit that hemight. Hnd soat last,when
the night was far spent, and dawn was
athand,theystayedatagreat&migbty
gate in a huge wall* Chere they blew
loudlyon the horn thrice, & thereafter
thegateswereopened,& theyallpassed
through intoastreet, which seemed to
Walter in the glimmer to be both great
& goodly amongst theabodes of men.
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H palace t:hen it was but a little ere they came
In to a square,wlde/spreadlng, on e side
whereof Walter took to be the frontof
amost goodly house* Inhere thedoors
of the court opened to them orever the
horn might blow, though, forsooth,
blow It did loudly three times; all they
entered therein, and men cameto^dal-
terand signed to him to alight* Sodld
he, & would have tarried to look about
for the JVlald, but they suffered Itnot,
butledhlm upahugestalrlntoacham-
ber, very great, and but dimly lighted
because of Its greatness* “Chen they
brought him to a bed dlght as fair as
might be, &made signs to him to strip
and lie therein* perforce he did so, and
then they bore away his raiment, & left
him lying there* So he lay therequietly,
deeming It no avail for him, a mother-
naked man, to seek escape thence; but
It was long ere hemlght sleep,because
of his trouble of mind* Ht last, pure
weariness got the better of his hopes
and fears, and he fell Intoslumber just
as the dawn was passing Into day*
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Chapter XXXII* Of the new King of
the City and Land of Stark /wall^/Jc

IF>e]NT he awoke again the
| sun was shining brightly
into thatchamber, and he
looked, and beheld that it
was peerless of beauty &
riches, amongst all that

|he had ever seen: the ceiling done with
goldandover/seablue; thewalls hung
with arras of the fairest, though he
might not tell what was the history
done therein* 0>e chairs and stools
were of carven work well be/painted, &
amidmost was a great ivory chair un¬
der a cloth of estate, of bawdekin of
gold and green,much be/pearled; & all
the floor was of fine work alexandrine*

Be looked on all this, wonderingwhat had befallen him, when lot
there camefolk into thechamber,

to wit, two serving^men well/bedight,
land three old men clad in rich gowns
of silk* Chese came to him and (still
by signs,without speech) bade him a-
rise and come with them; and when he



dalter Is bade them look to It that he was naked,
taken to and laughed doubtfully, they neither
the bath laughed in answer, noroffered him any

raiment, butstlllwould have him arise,
and he did so perforce* 'Chey brought
him with them out of the chamber, and
through certain passages pillared and
goodly, till they came to a bath as fair
as anymight be; and there the serving/
men washed him carefully & tenderly,
theoldmen looklngon the whlle*3dhen
It was done, still they offered not to
clothe him, but led him out,& through
the passages again, back to the cham¬
ber* Only this time he must pass be¬
tween a double hedge of men, some
weaponed, some In peaceful array, but
all clad gloriously,& full chieftain/like
ofaspect,either forvaliancy orwisdom

JS the chamber Itself was now a
concourse of men, of great es¬
tate by deeming of their array;

but all these were standing orderly In
a ring about the Ivory chair aforesaid*
]Sow said Cdalter tohimself: Surelyall
this looks toward the knife and the
altar for me; but he kept a stout coun/
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tenance despite ofalt

HO they led him up to the ivorychair, & he beheld on eitherside
thereof a bench, & on each was

laidasetof raiment from theshirt up¬
wards ; but there was much diversity
betwixt these arrays* foronewas allof
robes ofpeace, glorious & begemmed,
unmeet for any saveagreat king; while
the other was war/weed, seemly, well-
fashioned, but little adorned; nay ra¬
ther, worn and bestainedwithweather,
and the pelting of the spear/storm*

■OSd those old men signed to^Halter to take which of those
raiments hewould,anddo iton*

Re looked to therightand the left, and
when he had looked on the war/gear,
the heart arose in him, and he called to
mind the array of the Goldings in the
forefront of battle, and he made one
step toward the weapons, and laid his
hand thereon* Chen ran a gladmurmur
through that concourse, and the old
men drewup to him smiling & joyous,
and helped him to do them on; &as he
took up thehelm, henoted thatoverits
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broad brown iron sat a golden crown*

HgiO when be was clad & weaponed,|»|] girt with a sword,& a steel axe in
bis band, tbe elders showed him

to tbe ivory tbrone, and be laid tbe axe
on tbe arm of tbe chair, and drew forth
tbe sword from tbe scabbard, and sat
him down, and laid tbe ancient blade a/
cross bis knees; then be looked about
on those great men,& spake: F)ow long
shall we speak no word to each other,
or is it so that God bath stricken you
dumb?

E§S|Sf>G]N[ all they cried out with one
fifU voice: Hll bail to tbe King, tbe

KingofBattlet^SpakeCUalter:
If X be king, will ye do my will as X bid
youPj^Hnswered tbe elder: fought
have we will to do, lord, save as thou
biddest^SaidWalter j'Cbou then,wilt
thou answer a question in all truth ?j£0F
Yea, lord, said tbe elder,ifXmay live af/
terwardjj^Cben said Walter: the wo/
man that camewitbmeintoyourCamp
of tbe JWountain, what bath befallen
her? 'Cbe elder answered: J^ougbt
bath befallen her,either ofgoodor evil,
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save that she hath slept and eaten and XThe King
bathed her* Olbat, then, is the King's command/
pleasure concerning her? Chat ye eth con/
bring her hither to me straightway, cerning
saiddalterjj?Yea,said the elder; & in J^aid
what guise shall we bring her hither?
shall she be arrayed as a servant, or a
great lady ? Chen QIalter pondered
awhile, andspake at last: Hsk herwhat
is her will herein, and as she will have
it, so let it be* But set ye another chair
beside mine, & lead her thereto* Chou
wise old man, send one or two to bring
her in hither, but abide thou,for X have
a question or two to ask of thee yet*
Hnd ye, lords, abide here the coming
ofmy she/fellow, if it weary you not*

BO the elder spake to threeof themost honourable of the lords,
& they went their ways to bring

intheJMaid*
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ChapterXXXIII* Concerning the fa¬
shion ofKing/makingtn Stark/wall&

the King
j spake to the elder,& said:

]Now tell mewhereof lam
become king,and what is
the fashion and cause of
the king/making; forwon/

drous it is to me, whereas I am but an
alien amidst of mighty men kord,
’said theold man,thou art become king
of a mighty city, which hath under it
many other cities and wide lands, and
havens by the sea/side, andwhich lack/
eth no wealth which men desire* JMany
•wise men dwell therein, and of fools
'notmorethan in other lands* Hvaliant
host shall follow thee to battle when
ineeds must thou wend afield; an host
(not to be withstood, save by the anct-
ient God/folk, if any of them were left
upon the earth, as belike none are* Hnd
as to the name ofour said city, it hight
the City of the Stark/wall, or more
shortly, Stark/wall* ]Now as to the fa-
Ishion ofour king/making: Ifour king



dietb & leavetb an heir male, begotten Tlbe proof
of bis body, then is be king after him; of a true
but if be die & leave no heir, then send king-
we out a great lord, with knights and sending
sergeants, to that pass of tbe moun¬
tain whereto ye came yesterday; & tbe
first man tbatcometb unto them, they
take & lead to tbe city, as they didwith
thee,lord, for we believe and trow that
ofold time our forefathers came down
from tbemountains by thatsame pass,
poor and rude, but full of valiancy, be/
fore they conquered these lands, and
budded tbe Stark/walk But now fur¬
thermore,when we have gotten tbe said
wanderer, & brought him borne to our
city, we behold him motber/naked, all
tbe great men ofus, both sages & war/
riors; then ifwe find him ill/fasbioned
and counterfeitofbis body,we roll him
in a great carpet till be dies; or whiles,
if be be but a simple man, and without
guile,we deliver him for thrall to some
artificer amongst us, as a shoemaker,
a wrigbt, or what not, & so forget him.
But in eithercasewemake as ifno such
man bad come to us, andwe send again
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TTbe proof the lord and his knights to watch the
again pass; for we say that such an one the

fathers of old time have not sent us*
Butagain,wben we have seen to thenew/
comer that he is well/fashioned of his
body, all is not done; for we deem that
never would the fathers send us a dolt
or a craven to be our kingXbereforewe
bid the naked one take to him which he
will of these raiments, either the an¬
cient armour, which now thou bearest,
lord,or this golden raiment here; and
if he take the war/gear, as thou takedst
it, King, itiswell; but if he take the rau
ment of peace, then hath he the choice
either to be thrall ofsomegoodman of
the city, or to be proven bow wise be
may be, & so fare the narrow edge be¬
twixt death and kingship; for if he fall
short of his wisdom, then shall be die
the death* t^hus is thy question an¬
swered, King, and praise be to the fa¬
thers that they have sent us one whom
none may doubt, either for wisdom or
valiancy*
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Chapter XXXXV* JNow cometh the
JVIaid to the King,i$c^

F>6N all they bowed be¬
fore the King, & bespake
again: Cdbat is that noise
that!hearwithout,as if it
were the rising of the sea

u * — on asandy shore,when theA. south/west wind is blowing?^ 'Chen
the elder opened his mouth to answer;
but before he might get out the word,
there was a stir without the chamber
door, and the throng parted, and lot

Wi amidst of them came the JMaid, & she
Y/ yet clad in nought save the white coat
jfi wherewith she had won through the/ wilderness, save that on her head was
Q| a garland of red roses, and her middle

was wreathed with the same* fresh &
fair she was as the dawn of lune; her
face bright, red/lipped, andclear/eyed,
and her cheeks flushed with hope and
love.Shewent straight toWalter where

ii/t he sat, and lightly put away with her
hand the elder who would lead her to
the ivory throne beside the King; but



She is set she knelt down before him, & laid her
in the hand on his steel/clad knee, and said:
Queen's o my lord,nowXsee that thou hast be/
8Cat gulled me, and that thou wertallalong

a king/born man coming home to thy
realm* But so dear thou hast been to
me; and so fair and clear, and so kind
withal do thine eyes shine on me from
under the grey war/helm, thatIwill be/
seech thee not to cast me out utterly,
but suffer me to be thy servant& hand/
maid for a while* CCUlt thou not ?

■CtC the King stooped down toher and raised her up, & stood
on his feet,and took her hands

and kissed them,and set her down be/
side him, and said to her: Sweetheart,
this is now thy place till thenight com/
eth,even by myside^So she satdown
there meek and valiant, her hands laid
in her lap, & her feet one over the oth¬
er; while the King said: Lords, this is
my beloved, & my spouse* ]^ow,there/
fore,if yewillhaveme forKing,ye must
worship this one for Queen and Lady;
or else suffer us both to go our ways
in peace*
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BRSJ^ all they that were in the Hll thosechamber cried out aloud: Che love the
Queen, the Lady! Che beloved

ofour lordt j^Hndthis cry came from
their hearts, & not their lips only; for
as they looked on her, and the bright¬
ness of her beauty, they saw also the
meekness of her demeanour, and the
high heart of her, & they all fell to lov¬
ing her* But the young men of them,
theircheeksfiushedastheybeheldher,
andtheir heartswentout to her,& they
drew their swords & brandished them
aloft, & cried out for her as men made
suddenly drunkwith love :Che Queen,
the Lady, the lovely onef
ChapterXXXV*Ofthe KingofStark/
wall and his Queen/?,*?*

JUZ while this betid, that
murmur without, which
isaforesaid,grew louder;
& it smote on the King's
ear, and he said again to
the elder: Cell us now of

that noise withoutward, what is it ?
Said the elder: If thou, King, and the
Queen, wilt but arise and stand in the



>iow they
look on
the throng
of the
folk

window,andgo forth into the hanging
gallery thereof, then shall ye know at
once what is this rumour, and there¬
withal shall ye see a sight meet to re¬
joice the heart of a king new come into
kingship*

|0 the Kingarose& took theJMaid
by the hand, & went to the win-

I dow and looked forth; and lo I the
great square of the place all thronged
with folk as thick as they could stand,
and the more part of the carles with a
weapon in hand, andmanyarmed right
gallantly* 'Chen he went out into the
gallery with hisQu een,stillholding her
hand, and his lords & wise men stood
behind him* Straightway then arose a
cry, and a shout of joy & welcome that
rent thevery heavens, & thegreat place
was all glittering and strangewith the
tossing up of spears & the brandish¬
ing of swords, & the stretching forth
of hands*

fOC theJMaid spake softly toKing
Walter and said: fiere then is the
^wilderness left behinda longway

and here is warding and protection a-
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gainst the foes of our life and soul, O t:he talk
blessedbethou&thyvaliant hearts of two
But Walter spake nothing, but stood neigh-
as one in a dream; & yet, if that might hours
be, his longing toward her increased
manifold* '

■CTC down below, amidst of thethrong, stood two neighbours
somewhatanigh to thewindow;

and quoth one to the other: See thou f
the new man in the ancient armour of
the Battle of the Cdaters, bearing the
sword that slew the foeman king on
the Dayof the Doubtful Onset! Sure/
ly this is a sign of good/luck to us all

said the second, he beareth his
armour well, and the eyes are bright in
the head of him; but hast thou beheld
well his she/fellow, and what the like
of her is?^I see her, said the other,
thatsheisafairwoman; yetsomewhat
worse clad than simply* She is in her
smock, man, andwere itnot for the ba¬
lusters X deem ye should see her bare¬
foot* Cdhat is amisswith her ?jg?Dost
thou notsee her,said thesecond neigh/
hour, thatshe is not onlya fairwoman,
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The King but yet more, one of those lovely ones
& Queen that draw the heart out of a man's bo-
arrayed <xy, one may scarce say forwhy? Surely
anew stark/wall hath cast a lucky net this

time* Hnd as to her raiment, X see of
her that she is clad in white&wreathed
with roses, but that the flesh of her is
so wholly pure & sweet that it maketh
all her attire buta partofher body,and
ballowetb it, so that it hath the sem-
blanceofgems* Hlas, my friend! letus
hope that this Queen will fare abroad
unseldom amongst the people*

Bf)OS, then, they spake; but afterawhile the King & his matewent
back into the chamber, & he gave

command that thewornen oftheQueen
should come and fetch her away, to at/
tireher in royalarray*Hnd thithercame
the fairestof the honourable damsels,
&were fain ofbeingherwaitingiwomen*
'Therewithal the King was unarmed, &
dightmostgloriously,butstillhebore
the Sword of the King's Slaying: and
sithence were the King and the Queen
brought into the great hall of the pa¬
lace, and they met on the dais,& kissed
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before the lords and other folk that TThey ride
throngedthehallXheretheyateamor- to the
sel and drank a cup together, while all church
beheld them;&then were they brought
forth, & awhite horseofthe goodliest,
wellbedlght,brought foreachof them,
and thereon they mounted, and went
their ways together, by the lane which
thehuge throng made forthem, to the
greatchurch, for thehallowlngand the
crown Ing;&theywere led byon e squire
alone, and he unarmed; for such was
the custom of Stark/wall when a new

klngshouldbe hallowed: so came they
to the great church (for that folk was
not miscreant, so to say), and they cru
tered It, they two alone, and went Into
thechoir; &when they hadstood there
a littlewhilewonderingat their lot,they
heard how thebells fella/ringing tune¬
fully over their heads; and then drew
near thesoundofmany trumpets blow/
Ing together, and thereafter thevoices
of many folk singing; and then were
the great doors thrown open, and the
bishop and his priests came Into the
church with singing and minstrelsy,
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x:be and thereafter came the whole throng
Hnoint- of the folk, and presently the nave of
mg of the the church was filled by it, as when the
King water follows the cutting of the dam,

and fills up the dyke* 'Thereafter came
the bishop & his mates into the choir,
and came up to the King,and gave him
and the Queen the kissof peace* Then
wasmasssung gloriously; and there-
afterwas theKinganoin ted&crowned,
& great joy was made throughout the
church* Hfterwards they went back a-
foot to the palace, they two alone to¬
gether,withnonebuttheesquiregoing
before to show them the way* Hnd as
they went, they passed close beside
those two neighbours, whose talk has
been told of afore, and the firstone, he
who had praised the King'swar/array,
spakeandsaid:Truly,neighbour,thou
art in the right of it; & now the Queen
has been dight duly, and hath a crown
on her head, and is clad in white samite
done all over with pearls, X see her to
be ofexceeding goodliness; as goodly,
maybe, as theTord Kingj^Quoth the
other: CJntomesheseemethasshedid
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e’en now; she is clad in white, as then
shewas, and it is by reason of the pure
and sweet flesh of her that the pearls
shine out and glow, & by the holiness
of her body is her rich attire hallowed;
but, forsooth, It seemed to me as she
wentpast as though paradisehadcome
anlgh to our city, and that all the air
breathedof lt*So!say,praisebe to@od
and his Rallowswho hath suffered her
to dwell amongst us f j^Sald the first
man: forsooth,It Is well; but knowest
thou at all whence she cometh, and of
what lineage she may be? JP J^ay, said
the other,!wot not whence she Is; but
this X wot full surely, that when she
goeth away, they whom she leadeth
with her shall be well bestead* Hgaln,
of her lineage noughtknowX; but this
Xknow, that they that come of her, to
the twentieth generation, shall bless
andpraise thememoryof her,& hallow
her name little less than they hallow
the name of the JMother of God*

O spak e those two;but theKing
and Queen cameback totbepa-
lace, & satamong the lordsand
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at the banquet which was held there¬
after, and long was the time of their
glory, till the night was far spent and
all men must seek to their beds*
Chapter XXXVI. Of Walter and the
JMaidin the days of the Kingship,#/**

OJNX3 it was, indeed, till
thewomen, by theKing's

( command, had brought
the JVlaid to the King's
chamber; andhemet her,
& took her by the shoul¬

dersand kissed her,andsaid: Hrt thou
not weary, sweetheart? Doth not the
city, and the thronging folk, and the
watching eyesof the greatones*.*doth
it not all lie heavy on thee, as it doth
upon me?jtf?She said: Hnd where is
thecitynow? isnot this thewilderness
again, and thou and I alone together
therein ?^fiegazedathereagerly, and
she reddened, so that her eyes shone
lightamidst the darkness of the flush
of her cheeks j@F fie spake trembling
and softly,and said: Is it not in one
matter better than the wilderness? is



not tbefeargone,yea,every wblttbere/ ^be JMald
of IJPTMz dark flush bad lefther face, unglrdetb
& she looked on him exceeding sweet- herself
ly, and spoke steadily & clearly: Sven
so it Is, belovedXberewltb she set her
band to the girdle that girt her loins,
and did it off, and held it out toward
him, and said: F)ere is the token; this
Isamald's girdle,and thewoman Isun/
girtjtf?So be took tbe girdle& ber band
withal, & cast bis arms about her: and
amidst the sweetness oftheir loveand
their safety, & assured hope of many
daysofjoy, they spake togetherof the
hours when they fared the razor/edge
betwixt guile & misery and death, and
the sweeter yet itgrew to them because
of it; and many things she told him
ere the dawn, of the evil days bygone,
and the dealings of the JVIlstress with
her,till thegrey day stole In to the cbanv
ber to make manifest her loveliness;
which, forsooth, was better even than
the deeming of that man amidst the
throngwhose heart had been so drawn
towards her* So they rejoiced together
In the new day*
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BCTCwhen the full daywas,&Gdal/ter arose, he called his thanes &
wise men to the council; & first

he badeopen the prison/doors, & feed
the needy and clothe them, and make
good cheer to all men, high and low,
rich & unrich; and thereafter he took
counsel with them on many matters,
and they marvelled at his wisdom and
thekeenness of his wit; and so itwas,
thatsomewere but half pleased there/
at,whereas they saw that theirwillwas
like to give way before his in all mat¬
ters* But the wiser of them rejoiced in
him, and looked for good days while
his life lasted*

■03d of the deeds that he did, &his joys and his griefs, the tale
shall tell no more; nor of how he

saw Langton again, and his dealings
there In Stark/wall he dwelt, and
reigned a King, well beloved of his
folk, sorely feared of their foemen*
Strife he had to dealwith,at home and
abroad; but therein he was not quell¬
ed, till he fell asleep fair and softly,
when thisworld had no more of deeds
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for him to do* ]Vor may it be said that
the needy lamented him; for no needy
had he left in his own land* Hnd few
foes he left behind to hate him.

BS to the ]Maid, she so waxed inloveliness and kindness, that it
was a year's joy for any to have

cast eyes upon her in street or on field*
HU wizardry left her since the day of
her wedding; yet of wit and wisdom
she had enough left, and to spare; for
she needed no going abou t,&no guile,
anymore than hard commands, to have
her will done* So loved she was by all
folk, forsooth, that it was a mere joy
for any to go about her errands* Co
be short, she was the land's increase,
and the city's safeguard, and the bliss
of the folk*

BOJVreCdfOTC, as the days pas¬sed, it misgave her that she
had beguiled the Bear/folk to

deem her their God; &she considered
and thought how she might atone it*
Jg So the second year after they had
come to Stark/wall, she went with cer¬
tain folk to the head of the pass that
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led down to the Bears; and there she
stayed the men/at/arms, and went on
further with a two score of husband¬
men whom she had redeemed from
thralldom in Stark/wall; & when they
were hard on the dales of the Bears,
she left them there in a certain little
dale, with their wains and horses, and
seed/corn, & iron tools, & went down
all bird/alone to the dwelling of those
huge men, unguardednow by sorcery,
and trusting in nought but her loveli¬
ness and hindness. Clad shewasnow,
as when she fled from the CHood be¬
yond the iHorld, in a short white coat
alone> with bare feet and naked arms;
but the said coat was now embroider¬
ed with the imagery of blossoms in
silk and gold, and gems, whereas now
her wizardry had departed from her.
0So she came to the Bears, and they
knew her at once, and worshipped and
blessed her, and feared her. But she
told them that she hadagift for them,
and was come togive it; and therewith
she told them of the art of tillage, and
bade them learn it; & when they asked

258



her how they should do so, she told Dev gift
them of the men who were abiding to them
them in the mountain dale, and bade
tbeBears take them for their brothers
and sons of the ancient fathers, and
then they should be taught of them*
Zb\8 they behlght her to do, and so
she led them to where her freedmen
lay, whom the Bears received with all
joy and lovlng/klndness, & took them
into their folk So they went back
to their dales together; but the JMald
went her ways back to her men/at-
arms and the city of Stark/wall*

®F)SRSHfCSR she sen t moregifts &messages to theBears,
but never again went herself to

see them; for as good a face as she put
on it that last time, yet her heart wax¬
ed cold with fear, and it almost seem¬
ed to her that her JMlstress was alive
again, and thatshe was escaplngfrom
her & plotting against her once more*

S for the Bears, they throve and
multiplied; till at last strife a-
rose great & grim betwixt them

& other peoples; for they had become
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Cdbat mtgbty In battle: yea,once & again they
betid to met the host of Stark/wall in fight, &
the Bears overthrew and were overthrown. But
sithence was a long wbile after the JMaid

had passed away.

BOCdofCdalter and the JMaid is nomore to be told, saving that they
begat between them goodly sons

and fair daughters; whereof came a
great lineage in Stark/wall; which line/
age was so strong, & endured so long
a while, that by then it had died out,
folk had clean forgotten their ancient
custom of hing/makmg; so that after
Walterofkangton therewas neveran/
other king that came down to them
poor & lonely from out of the JMoun-
tainsof the Bears.
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fjERGends the tale of the Stood beyond
the Storld, made by SttUiam JMorris, and
printed by him at the Kelmscott press,
Upper JMall, fiammersmith* finished the
30th day of JVIay, 1894*

Sold by Slilliam JMorris, at the Kelmscott
press*
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