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P R E F A CE

As it is natural to fuppofe, that
among the Public there are” many
ftraigers t6 ' Britifh North American
Hiftory, who, from the prefent in-
terefling juncture of affairs, with for
information concerning the rife, efta-
blithment, and growth, of our Colo-
nies in that part of the world ; to fa-
tisfy, therefore, the curiofity of fuch
perfons in thefe particulars, at an eafy
price, is the defign of the following
pages, wherein fimple matters of fact
are related with precifion, candour,
and impartiality. Obfervations and
refleCtions are not to be expected in {o
concife a publication: the reader is
left to make his own. ’
The
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The hiftory of the province of Maf-
fachufets-bay is, beyond comparifon,
of more magnitude and importance
than that of any of the other colonies ;
and the reader will find that a large
proportion of room has been allotted
thereto, and fuch incidents feleéted, as,
it is prefumed, cannot fail of affording
him competent ideas of the extraordi-
nary fcenes in which the people of
that colony have, from their firft emi-
gration, been continually interefted
and engaged.

The manner in which the annexed
Descriprive TABLE is printed,
prefents a ftriking colle&ive and com-
parative view of the feveral countries ;
and, amongft other ufeful purpofes, it
may ferve for a very proper compani-
on toa Map: It has coft much pains,
and, the author hopes, will.meet with
a favourable reception.



INTRODUCTION.

Of the Discovery of AMERICA

in general.

PREVIOUS to entéring on an hiftorical
account of the firft fettlement and prefent
ftate of the Britifh Colonies in North-Ame-
rica, it feems incumbent on us to take a cur«
fory view of the events which led to the
difcovery of that part, involved as it was in
the difcovery of America in general. Herein
we (hall bz as brief as poflible, omitting what-
ever does not appear neceflary to perfpicuity.

Till the latter end of the fifteenth centu-
ry, the whole known terreftrial world con-
fifted only of the three great portions, Eu-
rope, Afia, and Africa, together with their
appendages of iflands and adjacent feas.
The difcovery of the fourth portion:is now
to be.inveftigated. . .

A At



2 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

At this period, (viz. the latter end of the

1 5th century,) Chriftopher Columbus, a na-
tive of Genoa, having conceived a notion of
the poflibility of failing to the Indies (the
traffic to which parts was then carried on
either through the inland parts of: Afia, or
thro’Egypt and the RedSea, and was chiefly
engroflfed by the Venetians) by a weftward
courfe, propofed the making fuch an attempt
to his countrymen, as the means of opening
a new avenue to commerce, wealth, and do-
minion ; but his {cheme, feeming to them to
be founded in abfurdity, was confequently
rejefted. Columbus, confcious of the fupe-
riority of his own knowledge in the matter,
was not thus to be foiled; and, retiring from
his country in difguft, fucceflively repeated
his propofal to the courts of France, Eng-
land, and Portugal; all which, however,
fooked upon it as too chimerical to be adopt-
ed. Notwithftanding thefe mortifying dif-
appointments, which probably would have
overwhelmed the genius of any other perfon,
Columbus was ftill firmly perfuaded of the
practicability of his plan, and refolved to
propofe
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propofe it to the court of Spain: and here,
after a delay of cight years, his defign was
at lengch countenanced by the intereft of
Queen Ifabella, who raifed money on her
jewels to carry it into execution. Accord-
ingly, in 1492, the adventurous Cclumbus
fet fail with three fhips.. In crofling the
Atlantic, his crew, full of apprehenfions of
danger in a vaft unknown ocean, efpecially
from the circumftance of the variation of the
compafs, which was now firt obferved,
broke out into a mutiny : happily, however,
it-fubfided, when, at thg end of thirty-three
days, they difcovered land, which proved to
be the Bahama Iflands. Thefe Columbus
at firft hoped to be a part of the Indies ha
was in queft of (for, tho’ he poflibly had an
idea of the fpherical figure of the earth, he
was certainly ignorant of its dimenfions, and
confequently of the great fpace fill between
him and the withed-for country): but foon
finding his miftake, he fteered to the fouth-
ward, and fell in with Cuba and Hifpaniola ;
whence he returned to Spain, but not with-
out fome famples of gold to be met with in

A 2 . the



4 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

‘the latter, and gaining a flight knowledge
of other iflands.

This profperous voyage procured Colum-
bus, not only the moft honourable reception
and higheft applaufe, but allo a fpeedy
equipment of 17 fhips.for a fecond, in which
he eftablifhed a colony at Hifpaniold, and
difcovered Jamaica, Guadaloupe, and many
other iflands of the Weft-Indies.

But Columbus foon found that a continua-
tion of fuccefs had excited a jealoufy among
the grandees of Spain, which was very un-
favourable to the profecution of his defigns:
however, with much difficulty, he was ena-
‘bled to undertake another expedition, where-
in he ftood, from the Canaries, for fome
time, towards the fouth; then changed his
courfe directly weft, {ufféring grievous heats
and heavy rains; but a brifk gale (pringing
up carried him in feyenteen days to the Ifland
of Trinidad on the coaft of Guiana: which
pafling, he was focn aftonithed at.the violent
agitation of the water, occafioned 'by the tide
of the fea clathing with the rapid current of
the river Oroonocoy§ but failihg forward, he

fuett
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firft came in fight of that continent, which.
was afterwards called, in general, America,.
or fometimes, on account of its magnitude,.
emphatically, Tue New WorLp.

From the firlt fucceffes of Columbus, all’
Europe, which refounded with the fame of’
them, began to think that great' man’s pro-
je€t was not totally a chimera ;. and the ava-
rice of Henry VII. of England; who, as we
before intimated, declined to engage in fuch:
an undertaking when propofed by Columbus,
now prompted him'to be dabbling in adven-
turous voyages al{o. Neverthelefs, according:
to his ufual fafe policy, he was refolved not
to be too venturefome ; but granted a patent .
to John Cabot, a Venetlan, and his fons ¥,
empowering them, with five fhips bearmg
Englith colouts, to’ difcover and take pof-
feflion of any countries, either in the eaft,
weft, or north, which before that time were
tinknown to all Chritians, refcrving to him-
felf aﬁfth'part of the clear emoluments that
fhould an('e This-happened in 1496 ; and,
in confequence; the eaftern coaft in general

* Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sancho.

A3 of



6 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

of America, from latitude g4 deg. N. was
foon after difcovered, and, for a time, to-
gether with the ifland which ftill bears the
appeliation, was called by the Englith New-
“foundland.  FFrom the dilcoveries of the
Cabots, therefore, Great Britain derives her
clairns in America, where, next to Spain, the
holds the moft confiderable pofieflions.

About 1498, Americns Vefpucius, a Flo-
rentine, in a voyage from Spain, explored
the coalts of Paria, Caracas, &c. to the
Gulph of Mexico; and (what is very ex-
traordinary) had the addre(s of appropriating
his own name to half the globe, though the
honour of the difcovery of it is undoubtedly
due to Columbus. :

In 1500, Alvarez Cabral was driven on the
coaft of Brazil in a ftorm, as he was proceed-’
ing to the Eaft-Indies by the Cape of Good
Hope, which voyage was firft compleatly
made in 1497. He fet up a pillar, with the
arms of the King of Portugal on it. But’
Brazil was foon after more fully difcovéred by
Americus Vefpucius above-mentioned, wha
had quitted the fervice of Spain in difguft,

not
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not thinking himfelf fufficiently rewarded,
and entered into that of Portugal.

The eaftern fide of the continent being,
difcovered, the Spaniards afterwards made
their way to the weftern, amidft millions of
Indians, by flaughter and devaftation, which.
Fernando Cortez began in.the conqueft of
Mexico. Hence they {pread themfelves over
the countries bordering on-the South:Sea.

To compleat our account of the difcovery
of this New World- as far as yet made (for its
northernmoft parts are ftill unknown), it only
remains to be mentioned, that, about 1520,
its fouthern extremity was firft difcovered by
Magellan, when.ke failed thro’ the ftraighe-
ftill bearing his name into the South-Sea.

America at large' is fuppoled to contain
'14,110,874 {quare miles, 60 to a degree i
which are 3,342,051 more than Afia;
4,456,067 more than Africa; and 9,654,809
more than Europe. It is divided by geogra-,

“ phers into North and South, the ifthmus of’
Panama, or Darien, which is about 300
miles long, and 60 broad in its narroweft
part, joining the two huge malfes, which

A g feem
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feem to balance each other. The north por-
tion is at prefent entirely poflfeffed by the
Englith and Spaniards. The territories be-
longing to the former conflitute the fubject”
of the following pages; thofe of the latter
are called Louifiana, New Mexico, Mexico
or New Spain*, and California. In South
America the Spaniards poflefs Terra Firma,
Peru, Paraguay or La Plata, (where the Je-
{uits have been long fince eftablithed), Cinli,
and Terra Magellanica (yet unfettled) ; the
Dutch and French, Guiana; and the Portu-
guefe, Brazil : Befides thele, there is a large
country called Amazonia, but as yet Eu-
ropeans are very little acquainted with it,

* Comprehended in New Spain, the Englith claim and
have fettlements on part of the Bay of Honduras, and
the Mofquito-thore ; both which territories are generally
confidered as annexed to and dependent on Jamaica,

-Modern geographers include New Spain and the north
part of Terra Firma under the denomination of the Weit-
Indies; alfo Florida, now poflefled by the Englifhﬁ

HISTORICAL



HISTORICAL . PARTICULARS
Rife, Progrefs, and Prefent State,

OF THE

BRITISH COLONIES 1xn AMERICA..

Of NEW. BRITAIN comprebending Las

BRADOR, NEW NorTH WaLes, &r.

'THE eaftern coaft of North-America, in -
general, as we have already obferved, was .
difcovered by the Cabots ; but for the firft:
'knowledge the Englifli had of the interior -
'extenﬁve regions comiprized under the de-

nomination” of New-Britain®, they were in-

debted to the feveral adventurers in fearch

of a N.W, paffage to China, &c. which.

* See the feveral parts of this country in the column
of Divifens in the Table annexed,

A s project ;
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projet began to be much in agitation in the
fixteenth century. Forbifher, Gilbert, Da-
vis, Hudfon, Button, Baffin, Munk, Fox,
James, Middleton, and, laftly, Mour, have
fucceflively embarked in the perilous under-
taking,—but in vain ; amongft whom, how-
ever, he that feems to have made the great-
eft progres was Hudfen, in a voyage per-
formed in the year 1610* For that vi-
gorous exertion to ferve his country, he de-
ferved a better fate than befel him ; of which
the prefent fubjet leads to a brief recital.
This fkilful and determined navigator firft
entered the ftraights and bay which to this’
day bear his name, and explored a great
part of the coaft; but, thongh hitherto un-
fuccelsful in feeking the defired paffage, he
was pot hopelefs, nor difmayed by the many
difficulties he had met with, and determined
to perfevere in his endeavours the next year.
With this view-he wintered (it'is faid) ‘in
the latitude of 52 deg. N. which is beyond

# Mr. Hudfon had before made three voyages to the
N. on difcovery, in one of which he penetrated into the
Jatitude of 8o § deg.

comparifon
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comparifon more “rigid in thofe parts than
with us, owing to the wind blowing for
three quarters of the year from the North,
over moft ftupendous high mountains which
are continually covered with fhow. But
when the feafon proper for profecuting the’
difcovery arrived, his crew mutinied, and
having feized him, together with feven of
thofle who were beft aﬁ'e&ed towards him,.
fet them adrift, in an open boat, in the
furrounding furious,. icy feas, the dangers.
of which if they efcaped, it was, doubtlefs,. -
only to perifhramong fairages His barba--
rous crew afterwards putting on {hore on an
ifland for wild-fowl (their provifians being
confumed), four or five of the ringleaders
were cut to pieces by the natives; but the
reft, with the utmoft difficulty, effeted
their return home,

In 1670, certain perfons obtained a char-
ter for the exclufive right of trading to the
bay above-mentioned. They are commonly
called the Hud(on’s-Bay Company, keep a
garrifon of 186 men in feveral forts round
the bay, employ four fhips and 130 failors,,

€Xpott.
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export annually Britith commodities to the
amount of 16,0001, and, by their fur and
peltry trade, and fithery, return to the value
of 29,340l yielding to the revenue 37341
Incon{iderable as this traffic may appear, ite
emoluments are very great, as the riches of
the Company demonftrate. A revocation
of their charter has been fuggefted as a
means of benefitting the nation by a free
trade to the Bay; but we apprehend, if any
advantage would accrue from fuch a pro-
ceeding, which no doubt the' Company
.would think arbitrary, it is anticipated by
the acquifition of Canada, the northern parts
of which {cem equally convenient for dealing
in peltry and furs with the territories allot-
ted to them, and are open to all Britifh tra-
ders. ~ There is no other fettlement in thefe
countries, owing to their barrennefs and in-
clement climate, and, confequently, they
are le(s known than any part of the Britith
dominions belides, Avarice having here lit-

tle to feed on. _
The inhabitants of Labrador, in general,
little removed - from a ftate of nature, are
conftantly
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conftantly engaged in war, and it is their
cuftom ‘to deftroy the aged and decrepid,

when they become ufelefs and burthenfome ;
but with refpet to the Efquimaux, in parti-
cular, who occupy the northern fhore, we
are informed by Lieutenant Roger Curtis,
who took a chait of their coaft, by order of
Commodore Shuldham, in 1773, thatthey
came indifputably from Greenland, are
ftrangers both to jealoufy and contention,
and, as he fuppoles, do not exceed in num-
ber 1623. This coaft, from the river St.
John to Hudfon’s Straights, was, by the
King’s proclamation at the conclufion of the
laft war, in 1763, in order to extend the
Britith fithery to thefe parts, put under the
care and infpection of the Governor of New:
foundland.

Of CANADA, or Tur PROVINCE or
QUEBEC.

T HE French, who formerly poffefled
this country, were originally intruders into
it; as, it fhould feem, they were alfo into

Louifiana,
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Louifiana, their other quondam North-Ame-
rican territory. They had no right to either,
but what was derived from treaties. Their
pretended claim to Canada was founded on
"Verronazi's difcovery in 1524, which was
certainly invalidated by that of the Cabots,
made no lefs than twenty-feven years before.
"The country of Louifiana was early known
to the Englifh, being firft difcovered and
explored by Col. Wood, between the years
1654 and 1664; and afterwards vifited by
Captain Bott, in 1670. Again, in 1698, two
thips, fitted out by Dr. Cox, of New Jerfey,
difcovered one of the mouths of the Miflifip-
pi, and failing about a hundred miles up
that river, took poffeffion of the country,
calling it Carolana. The next year, and not
before, the French for the firft time fet foot
on it, from whom it received the name of
Louifiana, which it has borne ever fince;
and, in 1712, the trade of it was granted to
M. Crofat.

It may feem fomewhat extraordinary, that
‘a people, who could in reality, whatever
might be their pretenfions, plead no better
R right
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right to a country than peffefiion, fhould find
means to get themfelves eftablithed therein
by the countenance and authority of treaties,
made wnh another power, which might claim
the fame country in right of orlgmal difco-
very; but is it not more extraordinary, that
a people fo circumftanced fhould not be
‘content with the allowed enjoyment of fuch
pofleffion, but muft even be daring enough
to fofter notions of fupplanting that other
power in [ettlements to which its pretenfions
were “indifputable ? Yet fo it was:—the
French, having once fettied themfelves on
.the banks of the rivers St. Laurence and
,Miﬂzﬁppl, (the only entrances into their A-
merican territories, and whofe mouths are
upwards of 3000 miles afunder) inflead of
confining them{elves 1o a weftern extenfion,
in which dire@ion they had the breadth of
‘the whole continent before them, and pro-
‘bably would never have been miolefted but
‘'by the Indians, they bore towards the Eaft,
ftretched themfelves along the back of the
Britith Colonies, and, by never ‘mifling an
‘opportunity ‘of .making encroachments,. as

well
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well in times of peace as of war, foon ma-
nifefted in America the fame perfidy, Jea-
loufy, and ambition, by which their nation
had long been charaterized in Europe.
~ The repetition of fuch aggreflicn was the
immediate caufe of the laft war. In 1750,
they (eized two-thirds of Nova Scotia, and,
in 1752 and 1754, erected forts at She¢nigto,
'Bay Verte, and at the mouth of St. John's
river: in 1752 and 1753 they built two forts
on the lake Erie; and, in 1754, they took
two Englith forts in the Ohio country, drove
the people ovt of the back fettlements, and,
‘a$ it were, kept Virginia and the neighbour-
ing colonies befieged by a chain of forts they
eretted to facilitate the execution of their
alpiring intention of becoming mafters of
them. Thefe and many other a&ts of hofti-
lity they committed, before the Englifh,
“wearied out with fruitles negociation, re-
folved to have recourfe to arms for redrefs’;
in confequence of which a declaration of
war-took place in 1756.

We ' haye béen parncufar in {'pemfymg
fome of the circuinftances which brought on

this
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this war," that the reader may obferve how
confpicuous the hand of juftice was in the
event of it;—a war that, itis worthy of re-
mark, deprived the French of the very coun-
try in which it was by them fo wantonly be-
gun, and moréover occafioned their own
expulfion out of Nerth-America, inftead of
effe@ing that of the Englith, which was the
grand point they aimed to accomplith: for,
at the peace in 1763, they were obliged to
fuffer the mortification of confirming the
viQtorious Britons, whom they hoped to have
driven into the Atlantic, in their then pof-
feflion of Canada, by an exprefs ceffion;
and, in 1769, they gave up Louifiana, the
only territory they had there befides, to the
crown of Spain. Such was the exit of
thofe infidious people out of their North-
American territories, of which, but for their
reftlefs jealoufy and afpiring effrontery, they
might ftill have kept peaceable poficflion,

and enriched theml(elves with its products.
The French had various chimerical ideas
refpecting the limits of Canada ; in general,
however, their vanity made them very ex-
tenfive,
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tenfive, comprehending, on the eaft, part
of Nova Scotia, New England, and New-
York, and thence the immenfe weftern re-
gions ftretching to the Pacific Ocean itfelf :
but, on its becoming fubject to the King of
Great-Britain, as above-mentioned, certain
moderate boandaries were affigned to it
(under the denomination of the Government
of Quebec) by a proclamation iffued on the
7th of Oober, 1763, for the general regu-
lation-of the newly acquired countries 3 ac--
cording to which, its northernmoft point
was the head of the river St. John on the
Labrador Coaft; its wefternmoft, the fouth-
end of the Lake Nipiffin; its fouthernmoft,
the 45th parallel of north latitude, crofling
the river St, Laurence and Lake Champlain;
and its eafternmoft, Cape Rofiers, in the
Gulph of St. Laurence ; the land included
being about eight hundred miles long, and
two hundred broad. Neverthelefs, in 1774,
an”a& paffed for making more effetual
provifion for the government of this pro-
vince, of which, on account of the ftrenuous
oppofition made to it in Parliament, and the:

popular
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popular declamation it has, and does ftill
create, more or lefs, throughout the nation,
we fhall here infert a concife abftract of the
feveral claufes!

The alt extends the province fouthward
to the banks of the Ohio, weftward to the
banks of the Miflifippi, and northward to
the boundary of the Hudfon’s-Bay Com-
pany.

-By the firft claufe, the proclamation of
O&ober. 7, 1763, was rendered void May

I, 1775. -

By the fecond, the Romifh - clergy en_;oy
the exercife of their religion, fubjeét to the
King’s fupremacy, as eftablithed by the firft.
of Queen Elizabeth; and receive their ac-.
cuftomed dues and rights from perfons pro-
fefling the Romifh religion; with a provifo
added, that his Majefty fhall not be difabled
from making (uch provifion for the fupport
and maintenance of a Proteftant clergy as
he fhall think fit, ‘

By the third claufe, all Canadian fubjeéls,
except religious orders and communities,
hold all their properties, &c. asif the pro-

clamation
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clamation had not been made’; "and all con-
troverfies relative to property and civil
rights are determined by the Canada laws
before in.being, or fuch as may be enatted.
by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and.
Legiflative Council; with a provifo,. that.
‘fuch perfons who have a right to. alienate
goods, lands, or credits, in their life-time,.
may bequeath them to whom they will at
their death; but this does not extend to.
lands granted, or that may be granted, by
his Majefty in common. focage.

By the fourth claufe, the criminal law of
England is inftituted, fubject to fuch amend-
ments as may be made by the legiflative
powers now to- be mentioned.

By the fifth claufe, a legiflative authority
is appointed, confifting of perfons refident
there, not les than feventeen, nor more
than twenty-three, to be appointed by his
Majefty, with the advice of his Privy Coun«
cil, under his or their fign manual, to make
ordinances for the government of the pro-
vince, with a prohibition from laying on
taxes: and allo every ordinance, &c. made,

is
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is to be tranfmitted to his Majefty, and, if
difallowed by his Majefty, ¢very fuch ordi-
nance, &c. is to ceafe, upon his Majefty’s
order in council being promulgated at Que-
bec: provided likewile, that no ordinance
touching religion, or infliting any greater
punithment than fine,” or imprifonment for
three months, fhall be valid, till it receives
his Majefty’s approbation; and provided
alfo, that no ordinance . fhall be paffed at
meeting of council, except between Jan. 1,
and May 1, unlefs upon fome urgent occa-
fion, when every member of council refi-
deént at Quebec, or within fifty miles there-
of, is to be perfonally fummoned by the
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, or Com-
mander in Chief in his abfence, to attend
the fame.

By the fixth and laft claufe, his Majefty
and fucceflors may erect any courts, crimi-
nal, civil; and ecclefiaftical, within the pro-
vince of Quebec, by letters patent under
the Great Seal, whenever his Myjefly fhall
Judge neceflary.

Of
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Of this a& we fhall only obferve in gene-
ral, that the principles on which it is framed
are truly monarchical. Particular comments
and refle@tions we {hall leave to our readers
themfelves, fome of whom, perhaps, will
endeavour to obviate moft of the objetions
commonly urged againft it, by remarking,
that the generality of the people for whofe
regulation it is calculated, are French, and
confequently moft in love with that fyftem
of government, though the reverfe of what
the Englith call free, to which they have
always been accuftomed. As to the policy
of extending this province along the back
of many of the old Britith Colonies, with
an intent, as is generally imagined, to awe
them, in the prelent bloody contention.con-
cerning the right of taxation, into an zc-
quielcence with minifterial terms, the time
is even.now at hand, which will heft thew,
how well or ill advifedly the aét has been
projected in that refpett.

The conqueft and fubfequent ceflion of

this country put the Englith into the undi-
fturbed
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fturbed pofleflion of its trade, which employs
thirty-four thips and 400 feamen; and the
exports to Great-Britain, confifting of fkins,
fars, ginfeng, (nake-root, capillaire, and
wheat, amount to 105,500 l. annually,
which is nearly the value of the Englifh ar-
ticles fent to Canada in return.

The inhabitants of Canada, exclufive of
the Indians, were nat eftimated, at the com-
mencement of the laft war, at more than
45,000; nor can they be fuppofed to be
now much increafed, otherwife than by the
acceflion of fuch Englith fubjedts as have
fettled amongft them fince the peace.

Or NOVA-SCOTIA.

THOUGH this territory undoubtedly be-
longed to the Englith by right of difcovery,
yet not being fettled by them, the French
ufurped it till the year 1612, when they
were driven out by Sir Samuel Argal. 1In
1622, the Scotch began a fettlement here,
under Sir William Alexander, who had ob-

tained
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tained a grant of the country for that purpofe
from James I to whom he was Secretary ;
and hence it acquired the name of Nova-
Scotia, or New-Scotland. In 1630, Sir Wil-
liam, as if endued with the gift of fecond
fight, fold his property herein to one Claude
de la Tour, a French proteftant, whom he
had "permitted to fettle at St. John’s, and
who was to hold it of the crown of Scotland;
two years after which the country-was impo-
liticly yielded up to the French (who called
it L’Acadie) by the treaty of St. Germain en
Laye. It was recovered in Oliver Cromwell’s
time, but again given up by the treaty of
Breda; and thus it afterwards reverted feve-
ral times, from the one nation to the other,
till it was finally confirmed to the Englith,in
1713, by the treaty of Utrecht. The French
fettlers transferred their allegiance, but were
allowed the enjoyment of their religion and
plantations, and called the Neutral French;
though they by no means anlwered that cha-
rater, either in the war of 1744, or in the

laft,
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laft, in both which they gave their country-
men all the afliftance they could in their
hoftile attempts in thofe parts, ..

In 1731, the crown purchafed of Aglate
de la Tour, a defcendant of Claude de la
Tour above-mentioned, the whole property
of Nova-Scotia, for 2000 guineas. This
female had. artfully recovered it from the
different hands it had fallen into during fa
many revolutions, and wifely fold it as above.
Itis, therefore, in a peculiar manner, a royal
province.

On the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748,
the Englifh government, in confequence of
the imagined importance of this country,
began to make preparation for fettling it on
a refpectable footing. The defign was in-
defatigably purfued by the Earl of Halifax;
and next year, 3750 families embarked as a
colony, with the Hon. Edward Cornwallis,
Efg; at their head, who had been appointed
Governor and Commander in Chief; and’
by them was built the town of Halifax, fo
called in honour of their chief patron. They

were joined by other.companies, both from
B the
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the mother-country and New-York., A vaft
‘expence, however, has attended this fettle-
ment; within the firft feven years the Par-
liament granted at times for its fupport, no
le(s a fum than 415,484 1. 14s. 114d.

Prior to the commencement of the laft
war, the French, whofe claims were gene-
rally preceded’ by their taking poffeflion,
feized two thirds of this country, and thought
to have kept their footing by the fubfequent
eretion of forts; but, in 1955, they were
diflodged by Lieutenant Colonel (now Ge-
neral) Monckton.

The Britith exports to Nova-Scotia confift
chiefly of fithing-tackle, rigging: for thips,
woollen and linen cloth, to the value of
.about 26,500l annually ; the imports in
return are timber, and the produce of the
fithery, to the amount of about 38 oool.
Hence 'it fhould feem, that this colony,
which has continued to put Government to
a conftant expence®, has been maintained,

* Tke fum voted laft feflion (in April, 1775) for its
fupport, was 43461 10s. 5d.

not
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not for the fake of the mercantile benefits
to be derived'from itfelf, which appear fo
mconﬁdcrable, but wn‘h ai view of prevent-
ing the dnnoyances to which ‘the. other co-
lonies would be expofed, were this in the
poffeflion of ‘an enemy.

Charles Laurence, Efq; was appointed
the firft Lieutenant Governor, and Jonathan
Belcher, Efg; Chief Juftice,-in 1754 ; the:
latter of whom ftill holds his office. The
prefent Governor is Francis Legge, Efqg;

and Lieutenant Governor, Michael Franck-
lin, Bfg;

Care BRE.TON.

Tuis ifland was formerly annexed by the
French to'the governtment of Nova-Scotia,
but they did not give it up with that coun-
try to the' E‘ng’i-ifh at'the treaty’ of Utrecht.
In 1745, Admiral Watren, and’ the Ame-
ricans under Lieut. Gen. Pepperell, re-
duced it, but only to be reftored at the
peace of Aix- la- Chapellc During the laft war
it was again“takeh, in 1758, by Admiral

B2 Bofcawen
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Bofcawen and General Amherft; and, ac-
cording to the example of its old eftablith-
‘nent, was again put under the jurifdiction
of Nova-Scotia, by his Britannic Majefty’s
proclamation of OCtober %, 1763, for the
better protection of its fithery, which is
confiderable,

Or NEW-ENGLAND.

THERE is no certain account, that this
extenfive territory was aCtually vifited by
any European, till Bartholomew Gofnold,
an Englithman, failed hither in the year
1602.- He called thrée of the new-difco-
vered iflands by the name of the Elizabeth
Iflands, and another-of them by the name
of Martha’s Vineyard ; and, having traf-
ficked to great advantage with the natives,
retumed with favourable accounts both of
the people and country.

In confequence of this fuccefsful voyage,
application was made by certain gentlemen
and merchants to James I.. for.a grant of
lands in America, fimilar to that which Sir

Walter
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Walter Raleigh had obtained from Queen
Elizabeth *, but which had been forfeited:
by his attainder; and, accordingly, in 1606,
that King granted all the north continent
from- 34 to 45 deg. dividing it into-two por-
tions ; one of which, extending from: 34 to:
41 deg. was allotted’ to- perfons called. the
London Company, being principally. mer-
chants of that city ;: tlie other,.reaching from
38 to 45 deg: ' was. configned: to-other per-
fons, chiefly of Devon['hlre, and called theé
Plymouth Company : their limits f{eaward
and withior land ftretched' a- hundred miles
each way.; and' they were under the re-
ftrition of not fettling within that diftance
one of another, It may-here be proper. to
remark,. that, as the name of Virginia had
been: generally given to all Englith North
America, on Sir Walter Raleigh’s firft at-
tempt to fettle it, {o the firlt of the above-
mentioned portions newly granted was call-
ed South Virginia, and the other North Vn‘-
ginia; and their refpe@tive companies were

* See our'account of Virginia.

B3 fometimes
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fometimes diftinguifbed by the fame deno-
minations.

Agreecable to this grant, the Plymouth
Company, in 1607, meditated a fertlement
at Sagadahok ; and about a hundred perfons
were fent to make the attempt; but the
deaths of feveral gentlemen concerned in
the undertaking, amongft whom was John
Popham, Efq; its principal promoter, hap-
pening foon after, it was dropped, and the
colonizers returned to England.’

Thus foiled, the patentees exerted them-
felves but feebly afterwards to fettle their new
territories : neverthelefs the Englith fent
fhips to the coaft, fome for the purpofe of
fithing, others to -trade with the natives;
and the French, having alfo found their
way hither, and made fome advances to-
wards eftablithing themfelves, were routed
in1613. '

In 1614, Captains John Smith and Tho-
mas Hunt, in two (hips, made the fame voy-
age. The former took a furvey of the ter-
ritory of the Indians called Maffachufets,
which on his return he prefented to the

Prince
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Prince of Wales (afterwards Charles1.), who
gave the.country. the appellation of New-
England, and changed the original name of
Maflachufets river into that of Charles. Hunt
had been directed to carry the fith to bedif-
pofed of in Spain; but, in the execution of
this order, his avarice led him to the com-
_miffion of an.adtion which well nigh ruined
the Englith. intereft among fome of the In-
dians: he feduced twenty-feven of a tribe
called Patuxes on board, and fold them in
Spain as flaves, at the rate of twenty pounds
aman. For this execrable treachery he was
broke by his owners on coming home; but
that made no reparation to the Patuxes in
America, who were highly exafperated, and
determined on revenge. It does not appeat
that they had: any opportunity of carrying
this refolution: into execution till the year
1619, when Captain Dormer vifiting their
coaft, and landing, was {o furioufly fet upon
by them, that he narrowly efcaped with his
life, having received no lefs than fourteen
wounds. Perhaps their animofity againdt -
the Englith would have proved irreconcile-
Bga able,
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able, had not one of the Indians, named
Squanto, whom Hunt had fold in Spain,
luckily made his efcape into England, and
been brought back by Captain Dormer to
his native home, where he gave his country-
men an account of the deteftation in which
the Enghfh held Hunt’s villainy, and of his
punifhment, extolling at the fame time the
kind treatment which he him(elf had recciv-
ed :—~by which means he gradually pacified
them, though too late to prevent their af~
faulting Captain Dormer.

About 120 years had now pafled fince the
firft dilcovery of " North-America, without
any other fettlement being formed there than
the one firft fet on foot by Sir Walter Raleigh
at Virginia (now properly fo called), and
even that, as it were, was ftruggling for life.
This mifcarriage, indeed, is not much to
be wondered at, confidering the prodigious
expence likely to be incurred*; for the
land, being in its natural wild, uncleared

* Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Captain John Mafon
aré faid to have fpent no lefs than 20,0001. each, in un-
profitable colonizing undertakings,

ftate,



NEW-ENGLAND. 33

ftate, afforded no immediate conveniencies
or fubfiftence ; and the ideas of the advan-
tage deducible from fithing on the coaft,
and trafficking with the natives in {kins and
furs, which was all this country offered, were
as yet too faint to ftimulate to a perleverance
in arduous undertakings minds full of the
readier way, newly taught by the Spaniards,
of acquiring treafure frony. the bowels of the
earth. Thus, the few attempts which had
been made by the Plymouth Company, with
the dire¢t view of founding a colony, having
failed, the Company itfelf had infenfibly.
funk into- annihilationy when. lo! a mofk
wonderful turn of affairs- enfued, and the
withed-for period arrived when leaft expect-
ed ;—the event, which the motives of in-
tereft arifing from. a new branch of com-
merce had been too weak to effectuate, was

wonderfully brought about. by the infiuence

of thofe of religion..

Certain Brownifts *;, who, with one Mr.
Robinfonat their head, had, about the year
1608,

* The firft fe@ which feparated from the church, .
and fo called from one Brown, a young clergyman of
B fire
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1608, in order to avoid perfecution in Eng-
land, retired to Amfterdam, and next year
to Leyden, in Holland, (where they began
to dwindle away), folicited, about the year
1617, the South Virginia Company fora
tract of their American territory. With this
application of the Brownifts that Company
were fo well pleafed, that they even ad-
dreffed the King in their behalf, for a grant
under the great feal, fetting them' entirely
at liberty as to matters of religion; but no-
thing more than a promife ‘of connivance
being to be obtained from James, the de-
fign was mnot then carried into execution.
In 1619, refolving to venture at all events,
they renewed their application; and to-
wards the end of that year a grant paffed,
under the Company’s feal, to John Win-
cob.

fire and zeal over-proportionate to his difcretion. It is
faid, that, though he boafted he had been in every pri-
fon in England for religion and confcience fake, yet af-
terwards cooling, he made a recantation ; but he found
it much eafier to feduce people from the church, than
to bring them back again to it.

In
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In July, 1620, a part of them arrived at
Southampton, where two fhips had been:
previoufly provided for their accommoda=
tion. They atiraCted the aitention of the
" London merchants, fome of whom joined
perfonally, whilft others entrulted them
with goods and money by way of adven-
ture.  On the s5th of next month they fet
fail; but one of the fhips {pringing a leak,
they were twice vbliged to put back, and at
laft to take their paflage in one fhip well
ftowed, which left Plymouth on the 6th of
September. . They were bound to Hudfon’s.
river; but the Dutch having bribed. their
pilot to carry them more northerly, they.
arrived in the harbour of Cape Cod on the
1 1th of November. *T'was now too late for.
them to venture to fea again; they, there-
fore, ranged in a boat along the coaft, and:
having found a commodious fituation, they
built a towh, and gave it the name of New
Plymouth, in memory of the laft Englith.
port they had failed from.
Thefe adventurers amounted to about one
hundred ; but John Wincob, the above-
mentioned
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mentioned grantee, was not among them:
however they could have derived no title
from the faid grant, as that part of the coun-
try to which their pilot had fteered them was
not within the limits prefcribed in it, the
claim of the South-Virginia Company ex-
" tending no higher than to about 20 miles N.
of the mouth of Hudfon’s river. Neverthe-
lefs, felf-prefervation diftated to them the
neceflity of forming themfelves into an affo-
ciation on their arrival at Cape Cod, which
they did by an inftrument figned by forty-
one perfons, wherein they declared them-
{elves fubjedts of the crown of England, and
folemnly promifed fubmiflion to fuchTaws
as the good of the colony fhould render it
neceffary for the majority to make. Mr.
Carver, a gentleman of confiderable fortune,
which he had embarked in'this undertaking,
they unanimoufly appointed their firft Go-
vernor.  Fifty of them died the enfuing
winter,

- Had the colony been now attacked, they
muft have fallen an eafy prey to the neigh-
bouring Indians; but thefe favages had al-

ready
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ready bloody work enough upon their hands,
being engaged in a war with another tribe of
the natives called Narraganfets; befides
which, it is faid, they fuffered greatly from
an epidemical difeafe, which was very rife
among them at this time. Thefe circumftan-
ces inclined them to friendfhip ; and Squan-
to, of whom we before had occafion to fpéak,
prevailed upon the chief Sachem, whofe
name was Maffafloiet, to pay a vifit to the
colony, which he did in great form the next
March, and entered into an alliance with
them, acknowledging King James to be his
fovereign. Of this Maffaffoiet, it is pretend-
ed the colony purchafed their land.

In April died Mr. Carver, who was fuc-
ceeded as Governor by Mr, Bradford, for-
merly a gentleman of Yorkfhire,

In the mean time, the {pirit of colonizing
revived in England, to which probably the
adventure of the Brownifts not a little con-
tributed 3 and a -new patent was granted,
dated Nov. 3, 1620, incorporating adventu-

rers
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rers to the northern colony, by the name of
the Council for the affairs of New-England,
or, as they were commonly called, the Coun-
cil of Plymouth. This grant included all
lands betweenthe 4oth and 48th degrees of
N. latltude, and E. and W. between fea and
fea, if not poficfled by any Chriftian ftate,
nor within the limits of the fouthern colony
already mentioned ; the quit-rent to be the
fifth part of all their gold and filver ore.

Of the above Council of Plymouth a Mr.
Wefton obtained the firft grant of lands on
the Maflachufets-bay, and, in 1622, between
50 and 6o perfons began a plantation ata
place fince named Weymouth; but through
their bad condut, and unneighbourly be-
haviour towards the Indians, it did rot fuc-
ceed.

The Council made feveral other trifling
grants, but none worthy of mention till
1627, when they fold to fix Dorfetfhire gen-
tlemen ¢ all {ands from three miles north-
¢ ward of any and every part of Merri-
“ mack river to three miles fouthward of
‘“any and every part of Charles river, and

(23 of
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¢¢ of Maffachufet’s-bay, eaft and weft from
¢ fea to fea, with all iflands on the eaftern
*“ or weftern coafts.” The fix gentlemen
who had obtained this grant, having affoci-
ated to themfelves twenty others, Mr. En-
dicot, an original grantee was difpatched to
Naumkeak (afterwards by him named Sa-
lem) with planters, and furnifhed with in-
ftrutions to fuperintend the affairs of the
colony ; he was to be affifted alfo by a kind
of council, confifting of fome of the other
grantees, who went over at the fame time.
But now the affociation difcovered, that,
though they had a good title to the lands by
virtue of their purchafe of them from the
Plymouth Company, they were neverthelefs, .
deftitute of the powers of governmenit,
which could only be conveyed to them by a
royal charter. They, therefore, applied to
Charles I. who accordingly, granted them a
charter, dated March 24, 1628-9, according
to which the corporation was to confift of a
Governor, a Deputy-governor, afid eighteen
Affiftants, to-be chofen annually out of the
freemen,
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freemen, For the firft year, the King nomi-
nated Matthew Craddock, Governor, and
Thomas Goff, Deputy-governor; alfo the
eighteen Affiftants. The Governor was
empowered to call an aflembly at pleafure,
and the Governor and Affiftants, not lefs
than feven in number, might once a month
meet to tran{act bufines. Four great and
general courts or aflemblies of the freemen
were to be holden annually; at which the
Governor, and at lealt fix of the Affiftants,
with the reprefentatives of the townfhips,
were to admit freemen, conftitute officers,
and make laws, but not rejwugrtez/nt to the
Slatutes of England. Such were the fun-
damentals of what is now called the old
charter.
The Company being thus encouraged by
royal favour, a fecond embarkation was foon
“after determined on, which was accompani-
ed'by four minifters. They arrived at Sa-
lem the 29th of June, where they found a-
bout 1eo pFanters and nine houfes. Theirown
addition made the whole number of fettlers
about
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about 300, 100 of whom removed to
Charleftown, where was one houfe built;
the reft remained at Salem,

The Puritans, now turning their thoughts
to {piritual inftitutions, after a previous en-
quiry concerning the regulations adopted
by the Brownifts at New Plymouth, fixed
on the 6th of Auguft for the choice and or-
dination of elders and deacons, when thirty
perfons entered into a covenant in writing,
and two of the above minifters were elected,
the one as teacher; the other as paftor, both
of them conjointly with three or four per-
fons of the graver fort, laying their hands
on one another, with folemn prayer. This
is called the beginning of the church. How-
ever, it did not give univerfal fatisfaction.
Two gentlemen (Mefl. Samuel and John
Brown) of Mr. Endicot’s council, not ap-
proving of this reje@tion of the church of
England, withdrew, with fom % others of
the people who were of the fame’lentiments,
in order to form a feparate fociety; but
this was foon cruthed by the Governor’s

{endmg
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fending his two ceunfellors back to Eng-
land.

In July 1629, feveral perfons of fortune,
difgufted at the proceedings both in church
and ftate at home, propofed a large embarka-
tion, and the transfer of the corporation it-
felf, to America; and, after fome delibera-
tion concerning the legality of the meafure,,
it was refolved, *¢ by the general confent of
‘¢ the Company, that the government and.
¢ patent fhould. be fettled in New-Eng-
¢ Jand.” '

In O&ober, 1629, a new Governor,. De-
puty, and Affiftants, were elected, confifting
of fuch perfons as were willing -to: go over
with'the patent. In the fpring of the next
year, they embarked, and were followed by
other adventurers at different times ; fo that,
before the end of July, eleven fhips had ar-
rived in New-England, and by the end of
the year fix more, having carried thither
upwards of 1500 fouls.——The Governor,
John Win®rop, Efg; had failed from Yar-
mouth in the Arabella, on board which, he
and other gentlemen figned a paper, where-

n
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in they difclaimed any intention of feparat-
ing from the church of England, and de-
clared their defign to be a feceffion in point
of place only, not of doétrine or worfhip.
But are the doctrine and worthip of the Jnde-
pendent church, which thofe gentlemen af-
terwards fo zealoufly maintained in America,
the dotrine and worthip of the Church of
England? How grofs, then, their diffimula-
tion!

The above general embarkation (who,
on landing in New-England, were obliged,
for want of provifions, to fet all their fer-
vants, to the number of 180, at liberty, to
thift for themfelves, though they had coft
them from 16 to 20l. fterling each) fpread
themfelves along the coafts of the Mafla-
chufets-bay, and were the founders of moft
of the towns now upon it; and among the
reft (by direétion of the Governor) of the
town of Bofton*, which has fince become

the

* Said to be {o named from refpe& tohe celebrated
Mr. Cotton, minifter of Bofton, in England, whom they
expected to join them; which he afterwards did, and
was accordingly ordained teacher of the church of Bof-

- ton,
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the capital of all New-England. As the

winter approached, Diftre(s ftared them in
the face, Before December they loft 200
of their number, through the unhealthinefs

of the uncleared country, and: the want of
neceflary accommodation, and many more:-
perithed by the feverity of the winter,

‘The firft Court of Affiftants was held on
the 23d of Auguft, 1631, at Charleftown,
when four of them were appointed juftices
of the peace, which office, 'it was ordered,
fhould be alfo. exercifed by the Governor
and Deputy for the time being. On the
19th of October’ was held the firft General
Court, at which every one who was free of
the corporation attended perfonally. It was
then determined, that, in future, the free-
men fhould eleét the Afiiftants; and the

ton on the 17th of O&ober,. 1653.—The peninfula on
which this town is feated, was previoufly occupied by
one Mr. Blackftone, a clergyman, who had retired thi-
ther from England, becaufe he did not like the Lords
Bijbops ; but he was now forced to make a fecond re-
moval by the Lords Brethren, as he called the Puritans,
whofe tyranny he found much more intolerable,

Aflitants,
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Aflitants, from themfelves, the Governor
and his Deputy; and that the power of
making laws, and appointing officers, fhould
be vefted in the court of Afliftants ;—which.
was inconfiftent with their charter, No lefs
than 109 freemen were now admitted, a-
mong whom were many who did not belong
to any of their churches, which were now
increafing apace. )

But at the General Court of eleftion, in’
1631, notwithftanding the former vote, the
freemen themfelves refolved to chufe the
Governor, Deputy, and Affiftants; and or-
dered that none fhould thereafter be admit-
ted to the freedom of the body politic, but

 fuch as were actually church-members,

In 1631, 1632, and 1633, frefh emigrats
embarked for New-England; [(ome  with
commercial views, and many to avoid the
rigour of the ecclefiattical courts ; in the laft
year particularly, thips were failing thither
all fummer, 12 or 14 in a month: mean-
while, diflenfions were found to multiply
with their numbers; fo that, in order to
prevent the fpreading of the *¢ confufion’

¢ and
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“ and diftra%tion already grown there,”
efpecially in regard'to religion, an order of
the King in Council. was iffued on the 21ft
of February, 1633, toputa ftop to further
emigrations during pleafure*,

At a General Court for ele@ions in 1634,
twenty-four of the principal inhabitants ap-
peared as the reprefentatives of the body of
freemen; a neceflary alteration on account
of their great increafe, though not warranted
by their charter ; when, among other fimilar
regulations, it was refolved, ¢ That none.
¢ but the General Court had power to
¢« make and eftablith laws, or to ele¢t and
« appoint officers, to raife monies and

* Archbithop Laud is faid to have been the advifer of
this proclamation, which may be prefimed to have
proved fatal both to himfelf and his royal mafter, if it
be true, as is pretended, that Oiiver Cromwell, Sir Mat-
thew Boynton, Mr, Hampden, and other ftaunch and'
aétive emcouragers of the colonizing Puritans, were
thereby prevented from joining them, after being altually
on thip-board for that purpofe; that ill humour thus re-
coiling upon the royalifts at home, which otherwife
- would have vented it{elf abroad. Neverthelefs, the na-
tional difcord then prevailing foon rendered the proki-
bition of little effect.

¢ taxes,
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¢ taxes, or to difpofe of lands;” and that
there fhould be four General Courts an-
nually.  And this regulation of their legifla-
tive bedy, excepting the reduction of their
General Courts to two only in one year,
continued till the diffolution of their charter.

The colony of Brownifts, whom we be-
fore mentioned as having feated themfelves
at New Plymouth, loft fifty of their company
the firft winter by fevers and fcorbutic dif
orders; neverthelefs, they perfevered in
their fettlement with the utmoft fortitude,
dividing themf(elves into nineteen houfholds
or mefles, and for the firft two or three
years having every thing in common. They
were at times joined by new-comers, yet
but {lowly, their whole number, in 1624,
amounting tono more than 180 perfons, in
32 houfholds. In this year, being ftill
without any authoritative title to the country
they poflefied, Mr. Bradford, their Governor,,
obtained a grant from the new Council of
Plymouth, which, afterwards, he generoufly
made over to the freemen in general for their

cocouragement ;
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encouragement; and this aflignment was
~confirmed by a new grant from the above.
mentioned Council, in January, 1629-30.

As they increafed in numbers, they form-
ed their churches after a manner now well
known by the term Iudependent, which the
firft fetclers in Maffachufets-bay copied after.
For a confiderable time, however, their ec-
clefiaftical eftablithments were but in a tot-
tering condition, no minifters of their own
fe&t having joined them, and, through their
want of confidence even in the Puritan cler-
gy, the facerdotal duties -being performed
by laymen, the chief- of whom was M.
William Brewfter, who had formerly been
in an honourable employment under Wil-
liam Davifon, Efg; Secretary of State to
Queen Elizabeth, but afterwards had affo-
ciated himfelf with Mr. Robinfon’s congre-
gation of Brownifts at Leyden, where he
became an elder. He went over with the
firft embarkation to America ; and Mr. Ro-
binfon was to have followed with the re-
mainder of the flock ; but he died, in 1624,
in Holland,

In
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In compliment to the Maffachufets-bay
fettlers for taking the hint of their /ndepen-
dent mode of church eftablithment from
them, -the Plymotheans followed the exam-
ple of the former in their juridical oecono-
my, (though, having no charter from the
King, they were utterly deftitute of any au-
thority for fo doing, unlefs the agreement
be thought fuch which was entered into by
them at their firft landing at Cape Cod, as
already mentioned), and in criminal cafes
manifefted the fame intolerance of fpirit,
which (as will hereafter more fully appear)
charatterifed the Puritans their neighbours,
than whom, however, it muft in juftice be
obferved, they paid more regard to the
common law of their mother country in
civil matters.

The growth of the colony of New-Ply-
mouth was by no means {o rapid as that of
the Maflachufets bay colony ; neverthelefs,
before the year 1643, they had fettled
Duxoury, Scituate, Taunton, Rehoboth,
Sandwich, Barnftaple, Yarmouth, and Eaft-

ham.
C Amongft
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Amongft the many adventurers we have
already mentioned to have tranfported
themfelves to America - within the years
1631, 1632, and 1633, were, the Rev.
Mr. John Elliot, the apoftle of the Indians
(into whofe language he tranflated the Bible,
and feveral pious works), and three leading
Puritan divines, Mr. John Cotton, Mr.
"Thomas Hooker, and Mr. Samuel Stone.
So much wifdom and orthodoxy, one (hould
think, would have reftored peace to their
religious and civil eftablifhments; but the
reverfc was the confequence, and the con-
fufion and diftraction complained of in the
King’s proclamation became more and
more prevalent.  The Puritans, in general,
were remarkable for ftubbornne(s of opi-
nion ; fo that on any controverfy arifing,
each party maintained his own with an en-
thufialm fcarcely warrantable by infallibility
itfelf ;. and-hence arofe perfecution, without
meaflure and without end.

In the year 1634, the Rev. Mr. Roger
Williamms, minifter of Salem, was accufed
of propagating divers heterodox tenets,

which
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which it would be tedious to {pecify ; fuffice:
it to fay, therefore, that he was'declared a

fchiftnatic and heretic, and banithed from .
the Maffachufets-bay colony. His devotees,

whofe fentiments were not: affected by thofe

of his. accuflers and judges; determined to

accompany him . whereupon Mr. Williams

leading them "ta the fouthward, they fixed

on a {pot and built a town, calling it Provi-.
dence, and thus became thé founders of
what 1s called Providence Plantation. Cen-

farable as he might be as a divine, Mr. Wil-
liams is {aid to have made a ‘good civil go=
vernor; to have been very inftrumental in

procuring.the charter. of Rhode-Ifland, to,
which his plantation was thereby annexed ;

and, by .his upright. conduct: during ran

abode of. forty years,in thofe.parts, to hdve

recovered Hig-reputation even among his.
petlecutors.

The fettlers in‘the countsy bordering on
Mu:ffachulets-bay,: beginning, by their pro-
digious increafe, to Be ftraitened forwantof
room, a party of about a hundred. perfons,
with the Rev. Mr. Hooker at their head, it

Ca2 off,
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off, in 1635, on foot for the country of
Connecticut, of which they had received a
very favourable account; and, after a very
laborious journey through wildernefles for
near a fortnight, arrived on the banks of
the Connecticut river, where they built a
town to which they-gave the name of Hert-
ford; and other companies reforting thither
alfo, laid the foundations.of Windfor, Wea-
thersfield, and Springfield. They had taken
with them an authority from the colony of
Maffachufets-bay to erett a government in
Conneéticut; but conceiving that they were
out of the limits of the Maflachufets jurif-
diftion, they refolved themfelves into a
diftin& body-politic, yet much upon the
plan of the Maffachufets, both as to civil
and ecclefiaftical affairs, the moft remark-
‘able difference between them being their
not infifting on memberthip of their
churches as an abfolutely neceffary qualifi-
cation to admittance to freedom, or hold-
ing offices, amonglt them. They chofe
Edward Hopkins, Efg; their firft Gover-
nor.

But
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But a fettlement in Conneticat had alfo
been planned by the mal-contents in Eng=
Jand. The Narraganfet country is faid to
have been granted by Charles L. to the Earl
of Warwxck in 1630; and by him-afterwards
difpofed of to the Lords Say and Sele,. Brook,
Rich, Sir Nathaniel Rich, and Ch@*l’es Fien-
nes, John Pym, and John Hampden, Efgrs:
&c. who are fuppofed to hdve made this
purchale with an intent of (ecurmg a phce
of retreat, in cafe they fhould fail in the a¢-
complithment of their defigns at home.
Hence it happened, that in-the fame year
that the firft fettlers in Connefticut’ emi-
grated from Maffachufets-bay, Mr. Win-
throp, jun. arrived there from England on
the fame defign, with a number of men,
arms, ammunition, ftores, 2000l. in mo-
ney, and other requifites for eftablithing a
colony, of which, by a commiffion from the
above-mentioned nobles and gentlemen, he
was appointed Governor ; and they accord-
ingly began their fettlement by building a
fort at the mouth of Conneicut river, which
they called Say-brook. Here now appeared

C 3 a forg
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a fort'of ‘clathing between his defign and
that of the colonizers from Maffachufets-
bay; however, for the fake of union, and
the general profperity, Mr, Winthrop and
his company fuffered the others to proceed
without moleftation.

By this time fettlements had fprung up in
the diftri¢t of New-Hampfhire, and that
formerly called the Province of Main, by
the vigorous efforts of Capt., John Malon,
and Sir Ferdinando Gorges; but which in
time were claimed by the Maffachufets co-

lony *
As-

* Several clathing grants of lands between the rivers
Merrimack and Sagadahok had pefled at diferent timés
under the feal of the Council of Plyuurh ro divers per-
fons, efpecially to Gorges and Mafon, who fpared nzither
pains nor money iw their ‘colonizing purfuits. But we
need only particularly note, 1. A grant obtained by Ma-
fon, in 1629, of the lands between Merrina 'k and Pif=.
cataqua tivers, or the lands which conftitute New-
Hawplhire, and which' he had furmerly endeavoured,
and ftill continued to endeavour, to fettle, at a great
expence, but without adequate fuccefs 5 intomuch that,
in the year 1635, he feems to have 'been weary of-the
undertaking ; for, though at a refignation of the Counn-
cil’s patent to Charles I in that year, this Very grant was

referved
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As the profecution of the Puritans in-
creafed in the mother country, they fled to.

America.

referved to-Mafon, it does not appear that he afterwards

exzried himfelf to compleat his fettdement.—2. A patent

granted in 1639 to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, with powers
of jurifdiction, of thelands between the riversPifcataqua

and Kennebek, by the name of the Province of Main:

here he had long before beftowed,. and was. continuing .
to beftow his monvy and labour to fettle and eftablith a

colony on a relpeable footing, when his astention was
~ diverted to the civil war in Eugland, ia which he en-

gaged on the fide of the royalifts.

The Maffachufets, having traced the river Merrima c!c.
to its head, or northernmoft parf, found, that a line
drawn eaftward from ¢ three miles north” of it, (fuch
was the idea entertained by them of extendmg their
north boundary -line,) would. include within their grant
the territories of New-Humpthire and Main; and the in-
habitants of the forwer, frot their own inability to pre—
ferve order among(t themfelves, making overtyres of fub-
million to the }unfdxé‘tlon of the Maflachufets-bay, were
annexed to that colony in 1541, and allowed the privi-
lege of fending two deputies to the General Court, ~——
Main being in a manner forfaken by Gorges in the civil
war, his authority declined, and the peaple fell into con-
fufion; of which the Maflachufets taking advantage,
encouraged the difpofiion which prevailed in numbers
of them to unite with their colony; and next-year that
province was made a county, fubject to the Maffachufets
gavernmnent, by the name of Yorkthire, and had liberty

C 4 o
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America for fhelter, and many added
themfelves to the colony at Maffachufets-
bay in 1635, and among them Henry Vane,
Efq; (afterwards Sir Henry,) who was re-
ceived with great cordiality, and admitted
to the freedom of the community. This
induced him to lay afide a defign he had
formed of fettling a plantation in Con-
nefticut, and to remain in Maffachufets-
bay, of which he was the next year chofen
Governof. And now arofe a religious dif-
pute, which threatened to involve the co-
lony in-a civil war,. Mrs. Hutchin(on, a

fanatic woman, who had formerly lived at
Alford, near Bofton, in England, and had
gone over to America about the year 1633
obferving that the mén met frequently at
Bofton (befides the public ftated times), to
exercife themfelves in religious matters,
took it into her head that.there ought to be

to fend deputies to the General Court; the inhabitants
bemg, moreaver, allowed the peculiar privilege of be-
coming freemen on taking the vfual oath, without fub-
mitting to the condition of church- memberfhip, fo ri-
gidly exaQted from others,

meetings
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meetings of the women allo, which fhe ac-
cordingly affembled at her houfe, where fhe
enlarged upon the fermons of her admired
teacher Mr. Cotton,' broached a variety of
prepofterous notions,- and diftinguithed the
churches into'two clafles, charaterizing the
one (which the efpoufed) as under a covenant
of grace, the other as under a covenant of
works. Hence high difputes took place among
all ranks of people, fome counténancing,
others condemning her doctrines: The
Governor betrayed ftrong indications in fa-
vour of them,. whilft they were equally the
objecls of the Deputy-Governor’s (Mr. Win-
throp’s) oppofition : nay,. they were occa-
fionally explained with fuch fubtlety, as to
‘caufe a difference of fentiments among the
miniftry themfelves. On this occalion, the
‘Governor, though warmly fupported by the
people of Bofton, loft his popularity in other
parts of the country; infomuch that, at the
next eletion, he was fupplanted -in his of-
fice by Mr. Winthrop. Mr. Vane, ill brook-
ing this mortifying event, returned to Eng-
land, where he had no fmall thare in foment-

Cs ing



58 NEW-ENGLAND.

ing the troubles that enfued, for which, at
length, the axe put an end to his life.

Mrs. Hutchinfon, regardle(s of the mif
chievous tendency of her condu@, perfitted
in the propagation of her tenets; fo that it
was found neceffary to hold a fynod to take
cognizance of them; and after a difputation
of three weeks continuance, upwards of
nghty religious dogmas, which were faid to
be maintained by fome or ether of the peo-
ple, were-condemned as erroneous. This
determination made way for the interference
of the fecular power, and accordingly Mrs.
Hatchinfon was put on lher trial, of which
the following fentence was the refult: ¢ Mrs.
¢ Hutchinfon, the wife of. Mr. William
*« Hutchinfon, being convented for traduce-
“ ing the minifters and their miniftry in the
*¢ country, fhe declared voluntarily her reve-
¢¢ lations, and that {he fhould be delivered,
““ and the court ruined with their pofterity,
¢« and thereupon was banifiied ; 5 and in the
¢ mean while was committed to Mr. Jofeph
“ Weld (of Roxbury) until the court fhould
¢ dipofe of her.”

One
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One of the moft avowed defenders of
Mrs. Hutchinfon and her do@rines was. the-
Rev. Mr. Wheelwright, who, being allo
fentenced to banithment, led his followers
into New Hampfhire, where hefounded the
town and church of Exeter, removing = after-
wards to Hampton, and thence to Salifbury.
And as the Boftonians, in particular, had dif*
covered arrattachment to the fame re]mous
principles, fixty of the moft forward of’ them'
were obliged to farrender up their arms,.
and a law was paffed to punilh any. perfon
by fine, imprifonment, or. banifhment, who-
fhould traduce any court, or any of their
fentences. This occafioned the feceffion of
numbers out of the colony, moft of whom,
as alfo Mrs. Hutchinfon and her hufband,.
betook themlelves to the ifland of Aquet--
neck, which Mr. Hutchinfon, Mr. William
Coddington, and others, jointly purchafed of*
the natives for lefs than the value of 50l
fterling, and changed its.name to Rhode-
Iland *. The refugees here, as elfewhere,

refolved’

* By the art and influence of his wife, Mr. Hutchin-
fon became chief ruler there; neverthelefs, after his
Ceath,
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refolved themfelves by . their own, for want
of a better authority, intoa body politic, al-
lowing liberty of confcience to people of all
perfuafions; and, through this indulgence,
the ifland {oon becoming overftocked with
people fome of them purchaled, from the co-
lony of New Plymouth, a trac of land on
the oppofite part of the continent, and there
built the town of Warwick,

During the inteftine treubles above-men-
tioned, happened ‘the firft fray between the
colonifts and the Indians ; a tribe of whom,
called Pequods, inhabiting the Connecticut
country, had, as long ago as the year 1634,
attacked and murdered Captains Stone and
Norton, with all their crew, on their fai]ing
in a {inall velfel up Connedlticut river, and,
lately had renewed their hoftilities from a

‘jealoufy of the new fettlers in thole parts;
but the New-Englanders, being joined by

death in 1642, Mrs. Hutchinfon, having taken fome of-
fence, removed to the Dutch colony beyond Newha-
ven ; and the next year, fhe and all her family, amount-
ing to 16 perfons, were murdered by Indians, excepting
one daughter, whomn they carried away captive. i
the
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the Narraganfet Indians, who were at high
enmity with the Pequods, in effect extirpat-
ed that patriotic tribe, with the lofs only of
three men killed: many, however, were
wounded. '
In the year 1637, arrived in New-En-
gland, Meff. Eaton and Hopkins, two Lon-
don merchants, and the Rev. Mr, Daven-
port, formerly minifter of a church in Cole-
man-ftreet, and many other perfons of good
condition. The moft deletable fpots of
Matachufet’s bay being already occupied,
and infermation having been given thofe ad-
venturers of a large bay, commodious for
trade to the fouth weft of Conneicut river,
they purchafed of the natives all the land.
lying between that and Hudfon’s river, and
with a nuinber of followers removed thither,
and built the town called Newhaven; thus -
laying the foundation of a flourifhing colo-
ny, which became known by the denomina-
on of the colony of Newhaven. They alfo
made fettlements in Long-Ifland.~. Having
no charter, they, as the Connelticut fettlers
had done before them, took the liberty of
forming
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forming themfelves into an affociation, to be
regulated by laws of their own making, and
fet Mr. Theophilus Eaton at their head as
Governor.—Mr. Hopkins, however, went to
Connecticut. ]

The lofs of inhabitants by the emigrations
which the late religious frenzy had occafion-
ed from Maffachufet’s-bay was compenfated
in 1638, by the arrival of 3000 fettlers,
chiefly Puritans, in 20 fhips, from England,
where the meafure of trouble was then filling
apace. ’Tis fomewhat remarkable, that a

- {pirit of religious intolerance, which drove
them from the cne country, fhould have
made room for them in the other.

In the fame year happened a violent
earthquake in New-England, long recogni-
zed as an ra to compute from by the peo-
ple. .

This year is memorable alfo for the death
of the Rev. Mr. John Harvard, minifter of
Chatleftown, who bequeathed near 8col.
towards founding a college ; and the colony
having previoufly advanced 400 1. towards
the fume purpofe, a building was eretted,

and,
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and in honour of the greateft contributor to

it called Harvard College *.
It

* It was at firft merely an academical free-fchool (or

fehola illuftris), but in 1650 was incorporated by the

government of Meflachufets-bay, and the name of the

town in which it was ficuated, was changed from New-

ton to Cambridge. - The corporation confifts of a
Prefident or Rettor, five Fellows, and a Treafurer ; and

confers the degrees of Bachelor and Mafter of Arts, '
In 1698, another building was added, called Stoughton
Hall, fiom the name of its founder; and a chapel has
alfo been erected at the expence of Mrs. Holden.—At
the head of a lilt of charitable benefaltors to the col-
lege ftands the family of Hollis. M. Thomas Hollis,
of London, who died in 1731, founded two profeflor-
fhips, one of divinity, the other of mathematics and
natural philofophy, and fumnifhied an apparatus for
making experiments. He alfo contributed largely
to the library, which, by other donations, at length
confited of § or 6000 volumes, but which, together
with the apparatus, and the whole of the college that
contained the fame, were confumed by fire in January
1764. Very generous piefents have fince been made
towards a new library, particularly by Mr. Hollis, of
‘Gray’s-inn. To 3 new college built in 1763, by the
‘General Court, at an expence of between 4 and goool.
‘fterling, has been appropriated the name of Hollis-Hall,
in grateful remembrance of the benefalions of this
worthy family. The iext confiderable benefactor feems
to have been ’]‘hqnm‘s’,‘ﬂanc’)ck, Eiy; late of Bofton,
: deceafed,
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It cannot but ftrike the reader, that, as
the oppreffion of the nonconformifts in Eng-
land gave. birth to the firft fettlements in
New-England, {o a perfeverance in that con-
duct proved the chief, though undefigned,
means of their aftonithing growth. A con-
tinued acceflion of refugees had, within the
{pace of twenty years only, advanced them,
in refpect of population, to a ftate of inde-
pendence: for. by the year 1640%, upwards
of 21,200 fouls had emigrated thither t,
and fince that time a greater number of per-
fons have removed from, than to that coun-
try.
deceafed, who gave 100al. fterling towards founding a
profeflurihip for the oriental languages; und it wnuft be
obferved of Mr. Fobn Hancock, his exccutor, that beiug
informed of the teftator’s intention to have given sool.
more towards the library, he honourably contributed
that fum for the faire puipofle.

* The coustry bordering on the Maffachufet’s-bay was
‘really over-peopled at that time ; for many of the inha-
bitadts of Lyna, in Effex county, had then removed, for
‘want of rdom, to Long Ifland, where they built the
towa of Southampton, and, by advice of the Governor
of the Maffachufets-bay colony, ere@ed themfcives into
a diftin& government. The wholeifland however, was
“afterwards annexed to the Province of New York.

it The expence then incurred (that of ferttling in-
“cluded) was fuppofed to be not lefs than 192,0001.

Indeed,
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Indeed, New-England feems to have been.
fettled in a very critical period. The colo-
nies no fooner arrived at the degree of prof-
perity juft mentioned, than the original
great ftimulus to refort to them ceafed, by
the difcontent in England ripening into an
open rupture between the king and parlia-
ment. Nay whether from ‘motives of re-
venge, or from the hopes, in an alteration
of ftate-affairs, of fharing the good things
from which they had been excluded, many
of the principal people, both clergy and
laity, returned to the mother-country, and
joined their now afcendant party. Among
them were, Edward Winflow, and Edward’
Hopkins, Efqrs; Mr. George (afterwards Sir
George) Downing; and the following Reve-
rends, viz. Mel. Wm. Hook, Sam.- Mather,
Sam. Eaton. John Knowles, Thos. Allen,
John and Benjamin Woodbridge, Robert
Peck, Blinman, Saxton, Giles
Firmin, Henry Whitfield, Henry Butler,
—— Farmworth, and the famous Hugh Pe-
ters :—all or moft of whom obtained, under

Cromwell’s
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Cromwell’s admipiftration, godd employ-
ments and benefices*,

The following fketch will give the reader
a clear idea of the ftate of New-England in
1642. There were 50 towns and villages,
40 churches, upwards of 40 minifters houfes,,
a caltle, prifons, forts, cartways, caufeways,
&c. all compleated at the people’s own
charge. The planters had commodious
houfes, with gardens, orchards, corn-fields,
meadow and pafture ground, fenced in with
hedges as in England; the merchants were
furnithed with waiehoufes, wharfs, thips,
boats, and feamen; and tradelmen with
good fhops, &c. in thort, there was every
where an appearance of bulinefs,

The colonies of Matlachufets-bay, New-
Plymouth, Connetticur, and Newhaven,
having now a little leifure for reflection,
took into conlideration_the dangers to which
they were liable, as well from European as
Indian foes ; the Dutch being eftablifhed on

% Several of thefe clergyaien, together with upwards
of 2000 others, were deprived of thelr livings by the
Bartholomew a&, in 1662.

Hudfon’s
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Hudfot’s river, the French getting footing
in the north-eaft, and the Narraganfet In,
dians beginning to betray fymptoms of jea-
loufy and difaffeftion.  On a propofal of the
firft-mentioned colony, therefore, in 1643,
they readily entered into a firm and perpe-
tual confederacy, offenfive and defenfive,
after the manner of the provinces of Hol-
land, ftyling themfelves therein the United
Colonies of New-England., * The Rhode-
Ilanders were excluded, ‘

'We pafs to the next ftriking occurrence in
the hiftory of this country, which was the
perfecution of the Quakers, who began to
propagate their doétrines there in the year
1656. Many of them were fined, imprifon-
ed, and whipped ; which proving ineffectual
to reftrain them, a law was made for cutting
off their ears, and perforating their tongues
with hot irons; which feverities alfo being
inflited in vain, another law was made {ub-
je@ing them to banithment, and, in cale of
return, to death ; and impofing heavy fines
on all perfons who fhould bring them into

the coleny, or harbour them in it. Never-
thelefs,
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thelefs, the zeal of the Quakers led them to
return almoft as faft as they were banifhed 5
and, in conféquence, William Robinfon, of
London, merchant, Marmaduke Stevenfon,
of Yorkfhire, hufbandman, and Mary Dyer,
were atually hung in the year 16593 a3
was alfo William Ledea, a foreigner, in
1660. And thefe perfecutions (whicly were
carried on in the Maffachufets-bay and:
New-Plymouth colonies, but chiefly in the
former) did not ceafe, till they were prohi-
bited by an order received from Charles IL
dated Sept. 9, 1661 *

The

# The wild enthufiafin which 2uated moft of thefe
Quakers may be conceived from the following inftances.
In a paper figned by Sievenfon alittle before his execu-
tion, he fays ¢ That, when he was following his
« plough, in the eaft part of Yorkthire, in O'd Enghnd.
‘¢ he was in a fort of rapture, and heard a fecret voice
¢ in his confcience, faying, I have ordained thee a propbet
 of the nations 3 and in obedience to this voice he left
-« his family and employment, and went firft to Barba-
¢t does, in the year 1658, and from thence to Rhode-
+ Ifland, where, as he was vifiting the feed, the word
¢ of the Lord came to him, faying, Go to Bofon with
¢ thy brother William Robinfon; and for yielding obedxence

4 to
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The Puritans of New-England, on Crom-
well’s affuming the exercife of fovereign
power, had, as was naturally to be expeQed,
very readily acknowledged his authority ; on
the other hand, they as prudently fubmitted
to that of CharlesII. at the Reftoration. In
the addref(s of the Maffachufets-bay colony
on this occafion, after expreflions of their
loyalty, endeavours to juftify their condut
towards the Quakers, and folicitations for
_the King’s prote¢tion of them in the conti-
nuance both of their civil and religious li-

¢ to this command of the Everliving God, and not obey-
“ing the commands of men, he futfered.”—Robinfon
left a paper of the like import; and Ledea told the po-
pulace at the gallows, “ That he fuffeied for bearing
¢ his tef’nmony for the L.ord againft the deceivers and
“ the deceived.”—Deborah Witfon (a filter of exem;Luiy
Jife no doubt) went through the ftreets of Salew, nuked
as fhe was born; for which one of ths fet made the fol-
lowing apology: “ If the Lord did ftir up any of his
« daughters to be a fign of the nakednels of others, he
¢ believed it to be a great crofs to a modeft woman’s
« fpirit, but the Lord muft be obeyed.”—One Faubord,
. of Grindlcton, was on the point of facrificing his fon, in
imitation of the patriarch of old; but the neighbours,
bearing the lad cry, broke into the Lotfe, and prevented
it.

berties,
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liberties, is the following fingular paffage :—
¢ We are not {editious, as to the interefts
¢« of Celar; nor {chiftnatical, as to matters
“of religion. We diftinguith between
< churches and their impurities. We could
“ ot 'live without the public’ worfhip -of
¢ God; nor be permitted the public worfhip,)
¢ without fuch a yoke of fubftription and -
¢ conformxty, as we could not confent unto
« without fin, That we might, therefore,’
¢ enjoy divine worfhip without human mix-
¢ tures, without o‘fence to God, man,-and’
¢ our own confciences, we, with leave, but
< pot without tears, departed from our coun-
¢ try, kindred, and fathers houles, into this
¢¢ Patmos.”-—The gsod-natured monarch
gracioufly received this addrefs, and pfrb-
miled the protection requefted. |
In 1662, Mr. Winthrop carried over a
charter for the colony of Conneéicut, to
which was thercby annexed the colony of
Newhaven. The peorle of titis diftrict at
firft refuled to fubmit, alleging that they
were without thé bounds preicribed ; but
afterwatds they thought proper to chinoe
their
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their fentiments, and, of a diftinét colony,
became a county of Conneéticut, as they
have ever fince remained —By virtue of this
charter, the frecholders annually chufe a Go-
vernor, and a certain number of Affiftants,
who compofe the Council or Upper Houfe
of Affembly, and are alfo the grand ordinary
in all teftamentary cafes. The freecholders
al{o elect, from among themfelves, two to
reprefent each town, who form the Lower
Houfe. Both Houles, refolving into a grand .
committee, chufe all civil and military offi-
cers, and have the cognizancg of matrimo-
nial and other matters. ’
The people of Rhode Ifland, al(o, obtain-
ed this year a charter, incorporating with
.their own colony that called Providence Plan-
tation. In right of it, they annually elect a
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and ten Af~
fiftants, of whom confifts the Upper Houfe
of Affembly. About 70 reprefentatives, cho-
fen half-yearly by the different towns, confti-
tute the Lower Houfe. The two Houfes, in .
general affembly, appoint all public officers,
whether civil or military, (the Recorder,
Treaturer,
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‘Trealurer, and Attorney-General, alone ex-
cepted being ele€ted annually by the peo-
ple) ; and have the powers of enalting laws,
regulating the tnilitia, and tranfalting all o-
ther bufinefs of government. They are ob-
liged to fit immediately after every election,
in the fummer at Newport, and in the win-
ter at Providence, in South Kingfton, and
Narraganfet alternately. They adjourn them-
felves, but may be fummoned together
again by the Governor on any emergency.
The Governor has no negative; he only
“yotes with the Affiftants, and has the cafting
voice in cafe of an equality.

In 1665, the anabaptifts were charged
with ¢ gathering themrfzlves into a pretend-
“ed church ftate, in oppofition to the ordér
¢ of the churches in Chrift in the colony,”
&c. The allegation not being denied, they
were at firft admonithed and threatened
only ; but this not reftraining them, fuch
as were freemen were disfranchifed; which
allo being ineffe¢tual, the offenders were
imprifoned and banithed. But feverity
only making profglytes, it was thought

advilcable
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advifeable to defift from further profecu-
tions.

The King, in.1664, commiflioned Colo-
nel Nichols and George Cartwright, Efg; in
conjunction with Sir Robert Carr and Samuel
Maverick, Efy; to reduce the Dutch fettled
on Hudfon’s river, to vifit the colonies in
New-England, hear and determine all mat-
ters of complaint, and fettle the peace and
fecurity of the country.

They arrived at Boflon in July; whence,
after acquainting the Government with, and
dmparting a few particulars of, thcir commil-
fion, they proceeded to Hudfon’s river to
execute their orders there, before they en-
tered upon bufinels at Maffachufets-bay. In

the mean time, a General Ccurt was ca'led
to confider of proper meafures to be purfued
at this critical period, when the authority
and privileges of the government were
thought to be invaded. .They took feveral
conciliatory fteps, one of which was (agree-
able to a letter received from Charles Il. in
1652), the repeal of the law of 1631, rela-
tive to the admiffion of freemen, in room

D whereof
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whereof was fubftituted another, which al-
lowed orthodox and moral freeholders,
rateable at a certain value, to-be made free-
men, though not'members of the church.

- The Dutch furrendered on being fum-
moned ; Colonel Nichols remaining at New-
York, the other three Commiffioners return-
ed to Bofton, the 15th of February, 1665.
As they expeted to meet with oppofition
from the Maffachufets, they thought proper,
for examplc s fake, previoufly to exert their
authonty in fome of the weaker colonies,
and departed the next day for Plymouth,
where they were fubmiflively received, and
found that almoft every thing they had to
recommend was already obferved. From
Plymouth, they went to the Narragan{et
country, and, holding their court at War-
wicl, enqmred into the titles of lands there,
and made divers determinations, which,
however, were foon difregarded. They
returned again to- Bofton the latter end of
April; and as their conduét feemed to have
a ftrong bias on the fide of prerogative ra-
ther than privilege, it is not much to be

wondered
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wondered at, that they were looked upon
with a dittroftful eye. A General Court
being met, the bufinefs commenced. Our
plan will not permit us to enter largely upon
it; but the temper of both parties will ap-
pear from the following particulars :

One of the King’s inftru@ions to the
Commiflioners, communicated by them to
the court, runs thus :—¢¢ That they” (the
commiffioners) * fhould not receive any
‘ complaints againft a magiitrate, exceps
*¢ for fomething done againft equity, or a-
¢ gainft the charter; 'nor interrupt the
¢ courfe of juftice between party and party,
‘¢ except the proceedings (hould be ex-
_ ¢ prefsly contrary to the reles prefcribed by
¢¢ the charter; or the matter, in difference,
<t arofe from fome expreflion or claufe in
“ fome grant under the great feal. In thofe
¢¢ cales, to examine and proceed according
‘¢ to juftice.”” )

Upon the fubject of this inftruion, the
Commiflioners  acquainted the Court,
* They had reccived many complaints

D= ““from
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«¢ from the Englith of hard mealure in fe-
¢ yveral kinds, one more efpecially, .which
«“ they offered to communicate, and dared
¢ not refufe to examine it, but had {o much
<« refpet to the authority in .the feveral co-
¢ lonies, that they would leave it to the
¢ choice of the Court, whether it thould be
¢ heard at Providence, in Rhode-Ifland, or
¢t at Bofton, either at that time, or after
« the Commiflioners returned from the -
¢ eaftward, where they were going.’—
This referred to a criminal profecution a-
gainft one John Porter, jun. to whom they
had granted a warrant of protection, as it
was termed.

The anfwer returned by the Court was as
foliows: *¢ That hearing and determining
¢ appeals from-their judgments is incon-
« fiftent with their charter; neverthelefs,
¢¢ gs they defired to be doers of truth and
« righteoufhefs, and not to fhun the light,

¢ if the Commiffioners would be pleafed to
¢ impart the ' complaints that had been

¢ brought againft the government; they

“ hoped to be able to give fuch anfwer as

¢ thould
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¢ (liould (atisfy his Majefty that their a&tions
“¢ had been confonant to reafon and equity,
¢ and not fuch as evil-minded men had re-
¢ prefented them.”

To this anfwer the: Commiflioners re-:
plied, *¢ That they were forry to find that
“ the Court put more value upon their own
‘¢ conceptions, than the wiflum of the King,
‘““in interpreting the charter, The Com-
* miflioners would reduce all the difcourfes
¢“ypon this head to one queftion,—Do you
¢ acknowledge his Majefty’s Commiflion,
¢-wherein we are nominated Commiflioners,
“to be of full force to all the purpofes
¢“ therein contained ?”’ _

The Court defired. to be excufed from a
diret anfwer to this queftion, and chofe
rather to plead his Majefty’s charter,  and
the fpecial charge the Commiflioners had
received not to difturb -them in the enjoy-
ment of it; adding, that they were ready to
give fach an account of their proceedings,
as that the Commiflioners might be able to
reprefent their perfons -and ations to his
Majefty. But the Commiflioners infilting

D3 on
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on a diret anfwer, the Court declared,
¢« That it was enough for them to give their
¢ fenfe of the powers granted to them by
¢¢ charter, and that it was beyond their line
¢ to determine”the power, intent, or pur-
« pofe of l's Majetty’s Commiffion,”

Thus the Maflachufets government not
fubmitting to isave their own authority fu.
perfeded, this famous Commiffion, fo far as
it refpected them, was productive of little
more than jarring altercation and difturb-
ance. At length, breaking off further con-
ference, the Commiflioners went to New-
Hampfhire and the Province of Main,
where they appointed juftices of the peace,
exercifed divers alts of governmient, and
attempted to detach thofe colonies from the
authority of the Maffachufets, to which they
had fome time fince fubmitted. They failed
in New-Hampthire, finding very few towns
inclined to countenance the propofal. What
temporary fuccefs they met with in-Main
will be f{een prefently. The Commiflioners
returning to Bofton, fome tharp'words paffed
between them and the Court concerning

their

~
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their proceedings in New-Hampfhire and

Main. ‘They then repaired to Conneéticut,

where they had no better fuccefs than at
Maffachufets-bay : but by the colonies of
Piymouth and Rhode-Ifland tey were again
fubmitted to, fitting as a court in the latter,

at the towns of Providence and Warwick,.
feratinizing into the proceedings of the exe-
cutive powers, rcceiving ail complaints of
the difcontented, examining into purchafes
of lands from the Indians, &c. &c. foi‘ the
fpace of feveral months..

- Ferdinando Gorges, grandfon and heir.to
Sir Ferdmando Gorges, attempted, in. 1664,
to recover the Province of Main; and pro~
cured a letter to,be fent by Charles I 0
the Government of the Maffachufets colony,’
requiring fuch reftitution ta be forthwith
made, or reafon to be fhewn for the con-
trary. The Government, in an humble ad-
drefs, excufed themfelves from a compli-
ance, and affigned reafons for their conduct :
neverthele(s, Mr. Gorge’s claim being coun-
tenanced by the Commiflioners, the people
were encouraged to withdraw from their

D4 fubje&tion
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fubjeCtion to the Maffachufets. But, the
province becoming a fcene of confufion, as
might naturally have been expected from fo
unfettled a ftate, fome of the principal per-
fons made application, in 1688, to the Male
fachufets Government to re-affume the jurifs
difion over ity and agreeable hereto a de-
claration was publifhed requiting the inha-
bitants to yield obediennce to the laws of the
Maffachufets colony, and to chufe officers
within the feveral towns, as they had done
before the late interruption.  This declara-
tion had its intended effe@, though fome
oppofition was made to -it by the perfons
appointed to at there by the Commif~
fioners,

An execution which happened at Bofton,
in 1673, is too remarkable to be unnoticed.
The crew of a veflel bound from the Straits
to London, having entered into a confpiracy,
took occafion to quarrel with the mafter and
fome of his officers, turned them into the
long-boat with aTmall quantity of provifions,
about 100 leagues to the weftward of Spain,

and
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and then ftood with the thip. for New Eng-
land. The mafter and little company,
driving before the wind, by a fingular pro-
vidence, made the coaft of New-England
allo, with the lofs of one man only; both
mafter and crew, as may well be fuppoled,
were aftonifhed at feeing each others faces
there ; but the:former acquainting the Go-
vernor with the ‘above circumftances, the
mutineers were [cized, and -the ringleaders
hanged.

The New-England Colonies, whether it
was owing to their own confederacy, or to
the difagreements- which prevailed among -
the {achems or.chiefs of the Indians; had
met with little oppofition or annoyance from
them f{ince the reduction of the Pequods in
the year 16375 but in 1674, a confpiracy
was-difcovered to be forming by Metacom,
or (according-to an affumed Englith name)
Philip, fon and fucceffor «of - Maffalfuiet,
whom ‘we -mentioned as -entering into. an
alliance with the colony of New-Plymouth
on their firft arrjval.. Philip, conceiving
him{elf and other fachems (perhaps with

Ds reafon)
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reafon) to be fervilely treated by the en-
croaching: colonizers, fecretly .invited his
countrymen to a general infurretion, asthe
only means of fecovering their expiring li-
berties. Of this the Government of Ply-
mouth were apprized by one Saufaman,
who had embraced Chriftianity, and was
employed by the Englith as a miffionary
among the natives, Saufaman fell a facrifice
to the refentment of the natives on account
of this'difcovery; for falling into the hands
of a party of them as he was crofling a fro-
zen pond, they murdered him, and cutting
a hole plunged his body under the ice,
leaving his hat and gun at top, that it might
be thought he had fallen in accidentally.

This amﬁce, it is faid, in fome meafure
fucceeded, the body, when found, being
interred without fufpicion of Violence : but
doubts arifing in the mind of the Governor,
he ordered it to be taken up and examined,
when the neck was found to be broken, the
head fwolen, and feveral other parts thock-
ingly bruifed ; in confequence of which, in

1675,
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1675, three {ulpected Indians (one of them,
named Tobias, being, itlcems, of Philip’s
council) were feized, adjudged guilty ¥, and
hanged. ‘ '

This execution, no doubt, much cha-
grined Philip, -and harried him to the im-
mediate commencement of hoftilities by,
plundering fome plantations near his palace
at Mount Hope, and murdering eight or
nine perfons at Swanfey.. But a body of
men from Maffachufets-bay immediately
joining the Plymouth forces, agreeable to-
the ftipulation of the Confederacy,. King:
Philip quitted Mount Hope, and retired to-
the Pocaffet Indians on the fea-coaft; where-
upon the Englifh- marched into the country
of the Narraganfets, whole friendfhip they.
had reafon to fufpe@, and compelled them
to fign a treaty, obliging themfelves to take
in aCtive part againft Philip, and offering.
rewards for his apprehenfion, They then.

» The' credulous Dr. Mather fays, that the firft inti-
mation of the identity of the murderers, procecded from
the circumftance of the bleeding of the.corps, on being
touched by Tobias. '

purfued



84 NEW-ENGLAND,

purfued this warrior into the Pocaffet coun-
try, and, on July 18, attacked, and would
moft probably have taken him in a fwamp,
had not night obliged them to defift. It was
afterwards judged moft prudent. to ftarve
him into a furrender, by placing guards
round the fwamp. '

In the mean time, the Indians in other
parts of New-England had followed Philip’s
hoftile example. On the 14th of July, the
Nipmucks killed four perfons at Mendon, in
the Maffachufets colony: neverthelefs, that
government, with a. view of reclaiming
them, d]fpatched Captain Hutchinfon, at the
head of about 20 horfemen, to Brookfield,
the inhabitants of which place had great
hopes of a good iffue attending a treaty
which the Indians had promifed to hold at a
certain place on the 2d of Auguft. A few of
the principal people, therefore, accompanied
Capt. Hutchinfon to the fpot appointed ; where
finding none of the Indians, it was agreed to
proceed to their chief town. But, when they
had travelled -about four or five miles, the

infidious
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infidious Indians fired * upon them from an
ambu(h, killed eight on the fpot, and mor-
tally wounded thiree more, among whom was
the Captain himfelf. However, the furvi-
vors efcaped to Brookfield, where the inha-
bitants were obliged to run together into one
large houte, to avoid the fury of the Indians,
who, following the blow, poured into. and
burnt the. town. - To the houfe where the
inhabitants had. taken refuge, the Indians
attempted .to fet fire (everal times, butin
vain.. At length,. they filled a cart with"
" hemp and combuftibles, which they were
thrufting in flames towards it, when (moft
fortunately) a heavy fhower of rain ftill pre-
vented their defign. The befieged now re-
c¢iving a reinforcement under Major Wil-
lard, the Indians thought proper to retreat,
deftroying all the horfes and cattle they
could meet with, to a fwamp 10 or 12 miles
off, where on Auguft 5, they were joined by
* In the war with the Pequods, a part only of that
tribe had fire-arms ; but they were now come into gene-
tal ufe among the Indians, who had induftrioufly got

great numbers into their poffeflion, and rendered them-
{clves good markfmen.,

Philip,
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. Philip, who had found means to efcape from
his dangerous fituation at Pocaffet the latter
end of July. His followers had all deferted
him but 40 men, and a number of women
and children.

Hoftilities were commenced about the
fame time by the Indians upon Connelticut
river, near Hadley, Hatfield, and Deerfield;
alfo by thofe at Penicook and other places
on Merrimak river,  Skirmithes frequently
happened, and generally to the difadvantage
of the Englith. Captain Lothrop, with 8o
men, being fent to guard a quantity of corn
from Deerfield to Hadley, was attacked by
77 or 800 Indians: he fought them manfully,
till only feven or eight of his fmall corps re-
mained, Captain Mofeley advanced with
his company from Deerfield, but too late to
refcue Lothrop.  He renewed and contina-
ed the engagement for four hours; and, at
length, Major Treat coming up to his aﬁi{’c-
:ance with about 160 Monhegin Indians, the
enemy were put to flight.

Soon afterwards, a body of the Sprmd-
ﬁeld Indians, who had for- 40 years lived in

the
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the moft friendly correfpondence with the
Englith, were prevailed upon, by Philip’s
Indians, to join them in an attempt upon
Springficld town, The plot was difcovered
time enough to fave the lives of the inha-
bitants, but not the.town, upwards «f 30
houfes, befides barns, &c. being burnt
down before any forces could be got to-
gether, The (ame Indians on the gth of
Oc¢tober, made a furious affault upon Hat-
field ; but the Maffachufets and Connecticut
forces being happily at hand, they were re-
pulfed : and finding themfelves not likely to
fucceed in any further attempts in thofe
parts of the country, the generality of them
retired amongft the Narraganfets.

Indeed the country of the Indians laft
mentioned, notwithftanding their late treaty
with the Englifh, was now become the gene-
ral rendezvous of Philip’s foldiers, and other
Indian infurgents ; whence it was much
feared that the Narraganfets intended open-
ly to join them in the fpring.. Such an
event would, in all probability, have proved
fatal to the Englith; it was, therefore,

‘ ' judged
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judged -prudent to anticipate the rupture’

attacking them; if poflible before they were
prepared.  Accordingly: 1000 ‘men - were
forthwith -raifed *, and marched into the
Narraganfet country.. In the mean time,
the Indians, receiving intelligence. of the
defign againft them,.fortified themfelves-in
a- {fwamp, with all the fkill they were maf-
ters of. Onthe 1gth of December, about
one o'clock, the Englifh reached the fpot,
and, without drawing up in order of battle,
fuddenly - entered the {fwamp, purfuing the
advanced guard to the fortrefs, which was
fituated on an -eminence, . palifudoed -all
'round, and within a very thick hedge. It
was only to be entered by a gap at one cor-
ner, where the breaftwork was lower th-ain

other parts; but directly oppofite this- pal-
fage was placed a.-blockhoufe. As it hap-.
-pened, the Englifh fell upon this very place.
The captains entered at ‘the head of their

* 527 by the Maffachufets, the reft by Conneicut
-and Plymouth cclonies,

companies,
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companies, but not without the lofs of the
two foremoft, Johnfon and Davenport, and
many of their men, who were fhot dead on
the fpot. The Indians were then attacked
in their ftrong-holds ; they fought defperate-
ly, and forced the affailants out of the fort,
A furious fight fucceeded for upwards of two
hours, by which time, however, the Englith
had re-taken the forr; and fct freto 5 -of
6co Wigwams, wherein many women and
children were deftroyed.

Night coming on, haftened the return of
the Englifh to their quarters, which were at
15 or 16 miles diftance, They carried their
dead and wounded men with them, but had
the mortification to fee many of the latter
expire in this long and cold march, who
might otherwife have been preferved. They
reached their guarters about two o’clock
next morning,  Of their killed and wound-,
ed the whole nqumber was about 1703 a-
mongft the former, befides the two above-
mentioned were the Captains Gardner,
Gallop, Siely, and Marfhal. Thz Indians, as
fome of them confeffed, had %00 warriors

killed,
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killed, and 300 more died of their wounds
the number of fouls loft by the fire could not
be afcertained. They repoflefled the fort the -
next day; and the Englifh, having fpent
fome weeks in refrefhing themfelves, during
which tetms of accommodation were unfuc-
cefsfully propofed on both fides, returned to
Bofton in February,

‘T'tie enemy quitted the Narraganfet coun-
try in January, which ftruck terror thro”all
the colonies, from an appretenfion that a

- general juntion was intended by the fava-
-ges.  On the roth of February feveral hun-
dreds of them burnt Lancafter, killing and

taking prifoners 40 of the inhabitants ;- on.

the 21ft, they burnt down half the town of

Medfield, and killed 18 perfons; and on the

25th, fet fire to 7 or 8 houfes at Wey-

mouth, within 20 miles of Bofton. In

March the Indians ravaged with fire and

fword the towns of Northampton and

Springfield on Conne&icut river, Groton,

Sudbury, and Marlborough, in the Mafla-

chufets, and Warwick and Providence in

Rhode-
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Rhode-Ifland colony, killing many of the
inhabitants : they penetrated into the town
of New Plymouth, where they murdered 1¢-
perfons of one family ; on the 26th drew
Captain Pearce, of Scituate, at the head of
50 Englith and 20 allied Indians, into an
ambuth, and killed every man of the for-
mer, and a great part of the latter, who,
however; fold their lives very deary and on
the 28th, burnt 45 Louies, befides barns, at
Rehoboth, :
The war was now at a crifis which en-
dangered the very being of the colonies in
New-England, Where Philip pafled the
winter has never been certainly diicovered,
for he difguifed his perfon, to prevent appre-
henfion on account of the reward ; but his
affairs were never at {uch an height of prof-
perity, nor thofe of the Englth in fucha
depth of adverfity, as at that ime, Hap-
- pily, the month of April brought a turn of
fortune. Thé Indians were worfted in two
battles with the Conne&icut forces, and fuf-
fered confiderable lofs, though not a fingle
man fell among the viGtors. The Maffachu-
fets,
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fets, indeed, loft Captain Wadfworth and’
50 foldiers, as they were marching to the
relief of Sudbury, which the Indians had ar-
tacked ; but this appears to have been the
laft blow the Englith received: A want of
provitions and ammunition, which the ene-
my had long experienced; daily increafing,
their vigour began to relaxy and the Mo
hawke falling upon and killing 50 of them®;
added to their difcouragement, The Eng-
lith availed themfelves of this diftrefs, and: -
from time to time routed them wherever
they made a ftand : Captain (afterwards Co- -
lonel) Church-particularly diftinguithed him:
felf:

Bat it was-on the life or death of  Philip:
himfelf that war or peace depended. He,
therefore, was the chief objeét of the en-

quiries:

# Dhilip, it was faid, killed a party of the Mohawks,
_a powerful Indian nation, and "then reported that the

Englith were the murderers, with a view of provoking
that body to engage in the war ; but one of the party,
who had been left for dead, recovering, and undeceiv=
ing his countrymen, that vengeance fell upon Philip’s

own people, which he villainoufly intended - for: the
Englifh,
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quiries of the Englith. At length, infor-
mation was received, that, after a twelve-
month’s abfence, he was returned to Mount
Hope, whither being quickly purfued, he
fled from one {fwamp to another, till, after
lofing the chief of his friends (particularly
his wife and fon, who were made prifoners),
he was fhot through the heart, on the 12th
of Auguft, 1676, by one of his own foldiers,
who from fome offence received, had de-
ferted to the Englith. His right hand hav-
ing a remarkable fcar, well known to the
Englith, the fellow cut that off, inftead of
his head, and acquired a pretty penny from
the curious. Tranquility was foon after re-
eftablithed in the fouthern parts, the reft of
the Indians either quitting the country, or
fubmitting to the Englifh.

But a war flill continued, which bhad
been commenced about the time of the
beaking out of Philip’s difturbances, by the
Indians in the N. E. parts, where they had
committed numerous murders and outrages.
A peace, however, was concluded on tie

13th
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13th of November, 1676 ; notwithftanding
which, they continued their depredations
in 1677, till Major Andros having ftationed
forces at Pemaquid, by authority of the
Duke of York, the favages were for fome
time kept quiet.

In the mean time, the Maffachufets were
alarmed with the apprehenfion of troubles
of another nature. Complaints apd enqui-
ries were making in England which ftruck

“at the powers of their government, and, in-
deed, which eventually occafioned the dif
folution of their- charter, But what more
immediately threatened them was the lofs
of the territories of New-Hampfhire and
Main, to which claims were refpe&tively pre-
ferred and maintained by Mafon and Gorges.
It would be an ungrateful tatk, had we room,
to enter into the merits of them, on account
of the confufion of grants made by the
Council of Plymouth. Suffice it, therefore,
to fay, that the Maffachufets fent over agents

- to defend their own title ; but upon a hear-
ing before the Lords of a Committee of

‘ the
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the Council, in 1677, were unfuccefsful *,
Hereupon, the Maffachufets, loth to fuffer
{o confiderable a difmemberment, purchafed
-of Mr. Gorges his right to Main, for 12001.
fterling: but they entirely loft New-Hamp-
fhire; for Mafon not pretending to have
any right to the jurifdiction, but to the foil
only, the Crown iffued a commiiion for go-
verning that province, the Governor, Coun-
cil, and Magiftrates, being afterwards ap-
pointed by the King. ’

But this was but the beginning of trou-
bles: the colony of Maflachufets-bay had
many enemies in England, and none greater
than Edward Randolph, who had been dif-
paiched to them with the complaints of
Mafon and Gorges, and who, (it being a
part of his errand likewile to enquire into

* [t was then determined, that the Maffachufets had

a Fight to * three miles north” of Merrimack river, fo/-
lowing its courfe throughout.—The province experienced
another defalcation, by a determination of his late Ma-
jefty in Council, in 1738, viz. that {o far as the river
kept a wefltern courle, and no farther, the province hneﬂ
fhould run the fame courfe, keeping the ditance of
three milesN. of the river, but after thut to run cueweik.
the
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the ftate of the colony,) according to the
people’s ownrphrafe, ¢ went up and down
« feeking to devour them;” and, on his
return to England, reprefented them as pay-
ing no obedience to the alts for regulating
the trade of the plantations. The Quakers,
alfo, prefented complaints of oppreflion.

On account of the gathering ftorth, it was
neceflary the agents (hould remain in Eng-
land, " whilft the colony endeavoured to
avert it, by a removal of the exceptions
taken againft them in England. An act was
made to punith high trealon with death;
another, to compel all perfons upwards of
16 years of age to take the oaths of alle-
giance ; and the King’s arms were put up
in the court-houfe. What they complied
with the moft reluctantly, were the alts of
trade. They told their agents, they, ¢ ap-
¢« prehended them to be an invafion of
¢ the rights, liberties, and properties of
¢ the fubjects of his Majefty in the colony,
““they not being reprefented in parliament
b however, as bhis Majefty
¢ had fignified his pleafure, that thofe als

¢¢ fhould
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« fhould be obferved in the Maflachufets,
« they had made provifion, by 4 law of the
¢ colony, that they fhould be fritly attend-
«ed to from time to time, although it
« greatly difcouraged trade, and wasa great
¢« damage to his Majefty’s plantation.”—
Thefe precautions were followed by a faft
on the 21ft of December, 1648, to implore
the divine blefling upon their endeavours
for obtaining favour with the King, and the
continuance of charter privileges.

The Popifh Plot gave a’ fhort refpite to
inquifitorial proceedings againt the colony;
and the agents obtained leave from the King
to return home, where they arrived on the
3d of . December. They carried with them
a letter from his- Majefty, dated July 24,
1679, containing fundry requifitions, one of
which was, that ageats fhould be fent over
in fix months, fully inftructed to anfwer and
tranfa@ what was undetermined at that time,
But in this particular the colony failed, al-
leging, in excule, their inability to fupport
the expence, from the gieat charges of the
late war.

F In
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In 1678, Randolph arrived in New-Eng-
land, in the capacity of infpedtor of the
cuftoms, and became very troublefome as
an informer, but loft moft of his acions
with cofts. He was in England. again in
1679 ;—in New-England at the end of the
fame year, watching the colony narrowly;
—in England the next winter,—and in
New-England again in 1681, * with a com-
miffion from the crown, appointing him col-
lecor, furveyor, and fearcher of the cuftoms
‘in New-England. He"defired the counte-
nance and authority of the General Court;
but his application being flighted, he gave
public notice of his office by fetting up an
advertifement 'in the town-houfe, which,
however, being taken down, he imputed
the fa& to the General Court.

A letter being received from the King in
1680, cenfuring their neglect of fending
over agents, and requiring a compliance
within three mcnths after receipt, the Court

proceeded

* According to a parade he made of his fervices to
the Commitiee of Council, he vifited New-England
eight feveral times in nine years,
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proceeded to appoint Mefl. Stoughton and
Nowell to the fervice; but they abfolutely
refufed to undertake it: and the choice of
others was delayed. At length, their good
friend Randolph brought another letter
from the King, dated October 21, 1681,
complaining, ¢ That the colleGtor had not
<« been able to execute his office to any ef-
« fe; ... that he had been obliged to
¢« depofit money before he could bring an
« action againft offenders; that appeals, in
¢« matters relating to the revenue, had been .
« refufed ;” &ec. wherefore, it was required,
« that fit perfons be fent over without delay,
<« to anfwer thefe complaints, with powers
< to fubmit to fuch regulations of govern-
« ment as his Majefty fhould think fit, ...
¢ and that appeals be allowed.” The Court
anfwered, ¢ That Mr. Randolph was ac-
« knowledged collector; . .. that they would
<« require no depofit for the future; but, as
¢ to admitting appeals, they hoped it would
« be further confidered.” There were
other charges in the King’s letter, but of lefs

Ii 2 moment,
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moment, and the Court pofitively denied
them.

The immediate appointment of agents
was refolved upon by a Court called in Fe-
bruary, 1681-2, when Mefl. Dudley and
Richards were chofen : they failed- May 31,
and a faft was ordered to be obferved  thro’
‘the colony, on ]t’me" 22, to pray for their
fuccefs, and the prefervation. of the charter,
Randolph followed the agents, to be at hand,
in order to publith every thing they might
wifh to conceal. , '

"~ With refpect to the King’s requifition,

that they fhould inveft their agents with
power to fubmit to regulations of govern-
ment, every one plainly perceived that the
power meant was that of furrendering the
charter: neverthelefs the Court relied (or
rather were willing to rely) on his Majefty’s

repeated declarations in favour of it; and,
therefore, directed the agents not to confent

to any thing which fhould violate the privi-
leges granted, or the government eftablithed,

~thereby. Soon after the agents had been
heard before the Council, they received

commands
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commands to deliver their powers and in-
ftru@ions to Sir Lionel Jenkins, Secretary
of State, for his private perufal; when it
appearing, that they were by no means fuch
as had been required, Lord Radnor ac-
quainted the agents, that the Council had,
nem. con. agreed to report to his Majefty,
that, unlefs they forthwith obtained powers
enabling them to fatisfy-in all. points, a Quo
Farranto (hould- proceed.

To a reprefentation of the above to the
General Court, the agents added as well an
account of the fubmiffion of many cities in
‘England, as the determination on the Quo
Warranto iffued againft the city of London
for refufing to furrender; that the Court
might be the better enabled to judge what
ftep would be moft proper to take at fo im-
portant a crifis.—The inhabitants at large
wete confulted ; when it appeared to be the
general opinion, that it was better to die
< by the hands of others than by their own :™*
and the agents were confequently inftructed
to make no conceflions of any privileges

E 3 which
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which the colony enjoyed by virtue of their
charter.

This reflolution was no fooner known in
England than a Quo Warranto was ordered
to go againft the charter; and Randolph
was the appointed "¢ meflenger of death.”
The bufinefs of the agents, therefore, being
at an end, they left England, aud arrived at
Bofton on the 23d of Oétober, 1683: and a
few days after arrived alfo Randolph, armed
with the above-mentioned writ, and 200
copies of the proceedings againit the charter
of London, to be difperfed through the co-
lony, by advice of the Privy Council. How-
ever, thefe inftruments of terror were accom-
panied by a coxciliatory declaration from the
King, to the following purport: ¢« That, if
s thecolony, before profecution, would make
¢ full fubmiflion and entire refignation to his
s« pleafure, his Majefty would regulate their
¢ charter for his fervice and their good, and
« with no further alterations than fhould be
« neceffary for the fupport of his. govern-
« ment there.”—In defpair of any fuccefs
from refiftance, the Governor and major

part
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part of the Afliftants, on the 15th of No-
vember, 1683, pafled a fubmiffive vote in-
deed, in which are the following paflages;
 That, upon a {erious confideration of his
¢« Majefty’s gracious intimations, . .. in his
¢ late declaration .. . , we will not prefume
‘¢ to contend with his Majefty in a.courfa
¢ of law, but humbly lay ourfelves at his
« Majefty’s feet, in a fubmiffion to his plea-
tofure fo declared,” &c. &c. ¢ The ma-
« giftrates have pafled this with reference to
¢ the confent of their brethren the Deputies
¢t thereto,”

The Deputies, however, after a fortnight’s
Jerious confideration, were of a different opi-
nion, and, cn the goth of November, with
reference to the vote of their brethren the ma-
gifirates, laconically declared as follows :
« The Deputies confent not, but adhere to
« their former bills.”—A letter of attorney
was therefore fent to Mr. Humphreys, em-
powering him to appear and anfwer for the
colony ; and feveral addrefles were {uccef-
fively prefented ; but all in vain, judgment

being entered up againft their charter, in
E 4 June
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June 1684, through default, but fubje&,
neverthelefs, to this refervation, that, if the
colony appeared the firft day of the enfuing
Michaelmas term, and pleaded to iffue, fo
as to take notice of trial to be had that
fame term, then the fzid judgment to be
fet afide, otherwife the fame was to ftand
recorded. Hence, in September, a Scire
Facias was received at Bofton by Mr. Dud-
- ley, and laid before a fpecial Court: but
another addrefs was all the anfwer attempt-
ed; for the time appointed for their appear-
ance at Weftminfter was elapfed before the
writ was received ; and, indeed, further time
having been applied for in vain, the judg-
ment before entered up againft their charter
ftood recorded.

Similar requifitions of fubmiflion had
been fent alfo to the colonies of Conne&i-
cut and Rhode-Ifland, and complied with
to the full fatisfacion of Charles II. who,
as we have feen above, was jealous enough

- of authority : neverthelefs, under James IL
on July 15, 1685, an order was made in
Council for the Attorney-General to bring

' writs
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writs of Quo Warranto againft both their
charters, — An offer was kindly made to
Conne&icut of being annexed either to the
colony of Maflachufets-bay or New-York,
The people importuned for the continuance
of their privileges; but, if they muft lofe
their charter, they chofe to be annexed to
the Maffachufets. . This was conftrued a-
furrender.

But, notwithftanding the fubmiffion of the
colonies of Connecicut and Rhode-Ifland,
and the acual disfranchifement of Maffachu-
fets-bay, they feverally continued, though in
a feeble manner,. to exercife their former
powers of government. In May, however,
1686, a commiflion was received at Bofton,
empowering Mr. Dudley as Prefident, and
feveral gentlemen of the Council, to aflume
the government of Maflachufer’s-bay. This
adminiftration was unimportant .and fhort;
for in December following arrived Sir Ed-
mund Andros, as Governor of New-fng-
land; fo that the colonies of Conneicut
and Rhode-Ifland, which poffibly expected
Dbetter things, after bowing {o low to Cafar;

E 5 now
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now faw the fame fcourge held over them,
with which the refractory Maffachufets were
to be chaftifed. The arbitrary difpofition of

- Sir Edmund was well known : and, thougha
little reftrained at firft, foon broke out to the
fore grievance of the people. The Gover-
nor, and four or five of his Council, impofed
what taxes they pleafed ; and amongft vari-
ous other maxims equally prepofterous, it
was broached, that the people’s convey-
ances were not according to the laws of
England, and that, upon the annihilation of
their charters, their former titles ceafed, or,
according to a quaint expreflion then in
vogue, ¢ The calf died in the cow’s belly:”
fo that there was a neceflity of their taking
out new grants or titles, which was not to
be done but at high rates and exorbitant
fees.

It is by no means extraordinary, that the
colonies fhould take the firt favourable op-
portunity of delivering themfelves from
thefe oppreflions, Such the Maffachufets
thought prefented itfelf on the arrival at
Bofton of the joyful news of the Revolution

in
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in England. The fmothered flame of their
indignation now burft out; on April 16,
1689, they fuddenly rofe, and made prifon-
ers of the moft obnoxious of their tyranniz-
ing rulers, and forced Sir Edmund to fur-
render himfelf and the fort. * This conp
de main was firuck by the gieat body of the
people, without any previous propofal of it
to the leading men of the place; fome of
whom, however, feeing matters carried to
fuch a height, thought it prudent to form
themf{elves into ¢ a council for the fafety of
« the people, and confervation of the
¢« peace,” ‘and recommended to the differ-
ent towns an ele&tion of reprelentatives to
compofe an affembly. Thefe being met, it
was agreed, that the Governor, Deputy-
Governor, Council, &c. laft chofen before
Dudley’s adminiftration, fhould take upon
them refpectively the part they had borne
in

* Sir Fdmund was af}erwarda fent for to England,
to anfwer certain charges of mal-adminiftration ; he,
on the other hand, recriminated on the colony on ac-

count of the infurre@ion; the whole, however, was
huflied up.
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in the government under the charter, (of
which, neverthelefs, they difclaimed the re-
aflumption,) until orders fhould be received
from England; and foon after, they were
authorized to ¢ continue, in the King’s
« name, their care in the adminiftration”
of public affairs, until his Majefty thould
give « directions for the more orderly fettle-
« ment” thereof.

The colonies of Conne¢ticut and Rhode-
Ifland, upon receiving information of the
overthrow of the Governor, re-affumed their
charters, in the enjoyment of which they
were fuffered to continue by the new mo-
narch, no judgment having been given
againft them. The people of New-Ply-
mouth, alfo, re-eftablithed their old confti-
tution, and preferved it till they were in-
corporated with their heighbours the Maffa-
chufets.

The Indians on the north-eaftern fron-
tiers renewed, in 1688, their ravages and
murders; and the Penicook lndians, on
Merrimak river, treacherodﬂy broke the
peace alfo in the fpring of the year 168g.

Thefe
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Thefe favages being inftigated and fup-
ported by the French in Canada and Nova
Scotia, the Government, as foon as the
late difturbances afforded leifure, formed
a defign of carrying the war into thofe
territories. Eight {mall veflels, therefore,
with 4 or 800 men, under -the command
of Sir William Phips, * failed for Port-

Royal

* Sir William Phips had- been a favourite of For-
tune, He was born at Pemaquid, in 1650, and kept
fheep there till the 18th year of his age, when he was
apprenticed to a fhip-carpenter. Having compleated
his fervitude, he fet up; but his inclination foon led
him to a fea-faring life, wherein be was lucky enough
to gain intelligence of a Spanith wreck near the Baha-
ma Iflands, of which he gave fo flattering an account
in England, that he was fent out in a King’s fhip (the
Algier Rofe) in fearch of it; but failed, and the Go-
vernment declined to make a fecond trial, However,
fo fanguine were the hopes of Sir William, who attri-
buted his late mifcarriage to the impatience of his
crew, that the Duke of Albemarle was induced to
equip a veflel for another attempt, Accordingly, Sir
William failed, found the much-coveted obje&, and
fiflied up gold, filver, &c. &c. to the value of 300,000l
whereof 16,000l. fell to his own fhare; and the
Duke, by way of gratuity, made his Iady a prefent
of a golden cup worth 1000l. The courtiers advifed

the King to feizz the treafure; but his Mjefty re-
jedted
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Royal (fince called Annapolis) the then chief
fortrefs of Nova Scotia, on the 28th of
April, 16g0. The place furrendered with-
out refiftance ; and Sir William having taken
pofieflion of the whole fea-coaft from thence
to the New-England fettlements, returned
on the joth of May. .

This fuccefs infpired the Maffachufets
with the hopes even of the conqueft of Ca-
nada, efpecially as Connedlicut and New-
York engaged to join in the undertaking.
Affiftance had alfo been folicited from Eng-
land, and, very unadvifedly, the beft part
of the fummer was fpent in waiting for it.
The fleet muftered for the purpofe confifted
of between 30 and 40 veflels, and the men
amounted to about 2000; with Sir William
Phips at their head : this armament was
deftined to make a defcent on Quebec ;
whilft a ftrong corps,. raifed by Conne&icus

and

jeGed tlmr propofsl, retorting, that it was owing to
their ,pu{'llammous counfels he was not the legal
owner of it; and, as a mark of approbation of Sir
Williaw’s condut, conferred on bhim the honour of
knighthood.
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and New-York, were to march over land
and attack Montreal, -with a view of divid-
ing the French forces.

Defpairing, at length, of fuccours from
England, the fleet failed on the gth of Au-
guft; but contrary winds retarded its ap-
pearance before Quebec till the 5th of Oc-
tober. Sir William next morning fent
Count Frontenac, the Governor, a pom-
pous fummons to furrender, but received
an infolent * refufal.  An attempt was
made to land. on the. 7th,. but fruftrated
by the wind. On the 8th between 12 and
1300 (all the effective) men were landed,
but in diforder, the French and Indians

firing
-* Count Frontenac was fo enraged at Sir-William’s
fummons in the name of King William ahd Queen
Mary, that he was with difficulty reftrained from
hangmg the officer who carried jt. ‘The anfwer he
returned was as follows :--=*¢ That Sir William Phips
‘¢ dnd thofe with him were heretics, and traitors to
‘¢ their King, and had taken up with that ufurper
¢ the Prince of Orange, and had made a revolution,
“ which, if it hadwnot been-made, New-England and
¢¢ the French bad been all one ; and that no other an-~
“ fwer was to be expe@ed from him, but what fhould
¢ be from the mouth of his cannon,”
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firing upon them from the woods : the fhips -
- were drawn up the next day before the town,
but (the largeft carrying only 44 guns) did
not fo much damage to the enemy as they
received. The troops on fhore made very
little progrefs, receiving from a deferter an
account of the firength of the French, which
he reprefented to be very great. To re-
tredt was preferable to acting on the defen-
five merely ; which, as it is pretended, was
all that could be done in the fituation they
then were; the troops, therefore, re-embark-
ed on the 1rth, and that with precipitation.
At a council of war the next day, it was
agreed to make another attack ; but tem-
peftuous weather coming on, difperfed the
fleet, and left no hope but that of returning -
fafe to Bofton, where Sir William arrived
on the ygth of November. Some of the
thips were driven to the Weft-Indies, one
loft on the ifland of Anticofti, and two or
three never heard of again. According to
Sir William’s account, no hmore than 30
men were killed by the enemy ; but num-
bers died of the {mall-pox and camp difeafe:
the
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the whole lofs about 200, befides thofe who
perifhed by fhipwreck. Mr. Walley, who
commanded the forces that landed, was
cenfured by individuals, but he was never
called to account by authority., However
remifs he might be, it is generzlly allowed,
that the expedition failed chiefly from the
latenefs of the feafon, and the unaccountable
conduét of the New-York and Conne&icut
cohps, which, ’tis true, fet off on their pro-
pofed march, but returned without even
reaching the place of their deftination; fo
that Frontenac referved his whole force for
the defence of Quebec.

On the return of the fleet, the foldiers
were prefling for their pay, which the Go-
vernment were as totally unprovided to give
them, as if they had fully depended upon
the fpoils of the enemy for that purpofe.
However, they paffed an a& for levying the
requifite fum ; but the men would not wait
the time neceffary to bring it into the trea-
fury, and betrayed ftrong fymptoms of a
mutinous inclination, From this dilemma
originated the iffuing of bills of credit, as a

fubftitute
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fubftitute for cath. The foldiers demands
were difcharged by notes, from 2s. to 10l
value ; which were to be received in pay-
ment of the tax about to be levied, &c.
But though Sir William DPhips is faid to
have exchanged a large fum at par, to give
thefe notes credit, the foldiers could pafs
them for no more than 12 or 14s. in the
pound, yet by the time the taxes were to
be paid, the notes had gradually rifen *%
above par, being for that purpofe better
than fpecie, by reafon of the Government’s
allowing five per cent. difcount.

During the expedition to Port Royal, the
Indians made themfelves mafters of Cafco
fort, and took 100 perfons prifoners: but
whilt the event of that to Canada was un.
known, they generally feemed difpofed to a
truce; and one was agreed to on Nov. 9,
to continue till May 1, 1691, when a lafting
peace was to be eftablithed: but, as foon as
the truce was expired, the Indians, initead
of attending, according to appointment, for
fettling the conditions, recommenced hoftili-

t1es
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ties with redoubled fury, flaughter, and de-
vaftation, )

Notwithftanding the mifcarriage of his
late expedition, Sir William Phips was fill
bent on the reduction of Canada; and de-
termined to apply perfonally to the crown
for affiftance. He arrived in England in
the beginning of the year 1691, and repre-
fented his propofed undertaking in the moft
flattering point of view: but, at that junc-
ture, King William found it neceffary to
employ all the men and money he could
raife in defending himfelf againft the
French.

In the mean time the Maffachufets were
foliciting by agents a reftoration of their old
charter; but foon found themfelves not
likely to fucceed in that point, as well from
the King’s own fentiments, as from the ar-
guments urged againft it by the enemies of
the colony, who imputed all its prefent dif-
trefles to the old bad .platform of govern-
ment. A difference of opinion arofe among
the agents: one of whom (Mr, Mather) was

inclined,
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inclined, fince little hope remained of reco-
vering - the old one, to petition for a new
charter, referving as many of the old privi-
leges as poflible, whilft the other two (Mefl.
Cooke and Oakes) would have the old char-
ter, or none. However, Oakes fo far re-
laxed as to join with Mather in petitioning
for a new charter, which, after many difap-
pointments and croffes, the ftrenuous perfe-
verance of the latter at length obtained, *~
- We have mentioned that the colonies of
Conne&icut and Rhode-Ifland re-affumed
their charters on ‘the revolution in Maffa-
chufet’s bay. Plymouth never had any;
and the prefent was judged a proper oppor-
tunity to fupply the defe& of their conftitu.
tion in that refpeét. The colony, therefore,
made application to the crown for a char-
ter; but it was not duly fupported, the in-
teftine diffentions among the people pre-
venting their raifing a fund fufficient for
the purpofe. The defign at court was, to
annex that colony either to New-York or
Maffachufets-bay. Mr. Wifial, agent for
‘ the



NEW-ENGLAND. 117

the colony, imprudently multiplying excép-
tions to the propofal of joining it to'the lat-
ter (though with the view of obtaining a fe-
parate charter) difgufted the miniftry, and
occafioned its incorporation with New-York.
This could not but prove, to the laft
degree, diffatisfactory to the New Plymo-
theans, on feveral accounts, but efpecially
as the two territories were near 300 miles
afunder: and Mr. Mather, knowing them
to have a predilettion in favour of Maffa-
chufets-bay, if a feparate charter could not
be obtained, very difcreetly interfered, and
procured the colony’s being ftruck out of
the New-York charter, and inferted in ‘that
of the Maffachufets,* the fubftance of which
we fhall now lay before the reader.
The new charter annexes to the former
colony of Maffachufets-bay, the ancient
colony
* Time has evinced the wildom of this alieration:
¢t The cuftoms, manners, and religious opinions of the
¢ two colonies being much the fame, they mutually
< confider themfelves as having one joint general in-

¢ tereft, as fully in all refpe@s as if they had been one
““ coleny from the beginning.”
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colony of New-Plymouth, the Provinces of
Main and Nova-Scotia, and the country
lying between Main and Nova-Scotia (Sa-
gadahok) as far north as the river St. Lau-
rence; alfo the Elizabeth Iflands, and the
iflands Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard,
&ec. and incorporating the whole into one
province, by the name of the Province of
Maffachufets-bay, in New-England. The
quit-rent to be afifth part of all gold, filver,
and precious ftones, which may be found
there. Lands, hereditaments, &c. formerly
granted .by any General Court, to be con-
firmed. The Governor, Lieutenant-Go-
vernor, and Sec’refary, to be in the King’s
nomination. A General Court or Affem-
bly to be convened the laft Wednefday in
May yearly, confifting of the Governor,
Council, and Reprefentatives of the towns,
not exceeding two for each town; the
qualification for an ele&tor 40s. freehold, or
5ol. Sterling perfonal eftate.  The General
Affembly * to ele&t 28 counfellors, viz. 18
from

* Tt became matter of doubt whether the Council

(who were part of the General Affermbly) were entitled
to
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from the old colony of Maffachufets-bay,
four from that of Plymouth, three from the
Province of Main, one from the territory
of Sagadahok, and two at large; whereof
feven at leaft to make a board. The Go-
vernor, with confent of the Council, to ap-
point the officers in the courts of juflice.
All born in the province, or in the paffage
to and from it, to be deemed natural-born
fubjects of England. Liberty of confcience
to all Chriftians, except Papifts. * The

General

to votes in their own re-ele&tion. Thke point was
politely agreed to be given up by the firft Council ;
but the perfon deputed to fignify their conceffion ta
.the Houfe of Reprefentatives, finding, on coming to
that aflembly, that they were candidly putting that
very queftion to the vote, waited the refult, which
proved to be, that the members of one Council fhould
have voices in chufing the next : which privilege they
have ever fince enjoyed,

* There is no exprefs provificn for an ecclefiaftical
conftitution, Some time after the new charter, a great
part of the church and inhabitants of Silem village
petitioned the General Court to appoint an ecclefiafti-
cal council to fettle a controverfy with Mr. Paris,
the minifter, but the Court refufed.—Synods were

occafionally called under the old charter, Some fteps
were
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General Affembly to conftitute judicatories
for all caufes criminal or civil, capital or
not capital. Probate of wills, and granting
of adminiftration, to be in the Governor and
" Council,  In perfonal attions, exceeding the
value of g00l. fterling, appeal to be made,
within 14 days after judgment, to the King
in Council, but execution not ftaid. The
General Affembly to make laws, but not re-
pugnant to thofe of England 3 to appoint all
civil officers, excepting the officers of the
courts of juftice above-mentioned ; and to
impofe taxes, to be difpsfed of by the Governor
and Council. 'The Governor to have, a nega-
tive in all adts and elections. *  All a&s of

' Aflembly

were taken for callinga fynod about thirty years after
the new charter arrived, but a royal inftru&ion pre-
vented any farther progrefs.

* The Speaker’of the Houfe was at frft ele@ed,
and took his place, without any- notice to the Go-
vernor; and, for many years after the prefent charter,
theré was only the formality of notice, until difputes,
upon other points with the Governor, caufed him to
infift upon his right of negativing the Speaker, which
the Houfe was obliged, after a long fruggle, to
fubmit to.
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Affembly to be fent, by the firft opportunity,
to the King in Council, for approbation : if
not difallowed within three years after pre-
fentation, to continue in force until repealed
by the Affembly.  The Governor to com-
mand the militia, 2o ufe the law martial in
time of a®ual war, to ereZ forts; and demo-
lifh'the fame at pleafure; but the law martial
not to be executed without confent of the Coun-
cil.  'When there is neither Governor nor
Lieutenant-Governor, the majority of the
Council to a&. The General Aflembly to
have full power of granting lands through-
out the province, with this reftriction, no
grant of lands between Sagadahok and St.
L.aurence rivers to be valid without the
royal approbation.  All trees fit for
mafts, of 24 inches diameter and upwards,
twelve inches from the ground, growing on
land not before granted to any private per-
fons, to be referved to the crown; penalty
for cutting any fuch referved trees, rool.
fterling per tree. No fubjeét of England .
to be debarred from fithing on the fea-
coafts, creeks, &c. The converfion of the

F Indians
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Indians to be attempted.——This charter
is dated O&ober 7, 1691.

Though the new charter exprefsly re-
ferved to the King the nomination of the
Governor, his Majefty allowed the agents,
or rather Mr, Mather, to make choice of
the firft, who fixed on Sir William Phips:
and on May 14, 1692, Sir William arrived
at Bofton, where the charter, whatever were
the fentiments of fome individuals, met with
general approbation.

This feems to be the proper place for
laying before the reader an account of the
horrid perfecutions for witchcraft, which
have caft an indelible blot on the hiftory of
this country, and cannot be paralleled in
that of the whole world befides.

Witcheraft firft gained credit in New-
England about the year. 1645 ; when feveral
perfons refiding at Springfield, upon Con-
necicut river, were fuppofed to be poffefled
by evil fpirits, and, among the reft, two of
the minifter’s children. Many perfons were
charged with dealing with demons, and
great pains taken to prove them guilty; but

~ none
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none were convi&ted till 1650, when three
women fuffered death, one at Charleftown,
one at Dorchefter, and another at Cam-
bridge, declaring their innocence to the laft
moment. In 1655, Mrs. Hibbins, a coun-
fellor’s widow, was hanged at Bofton.—In
1662, three women were executed at Hart-,
ford, in Conne&icut. From this time,
though many were fufpected of being
witches, and ill-treated, none loft their
lives on that account till 1687 'or 1688,
when four children of John Goodwin, three
girls and a boy, in Bofton, having taken an
averfion to an old woman, one of the Wild
Irith, were all feized with fits. They pre-
tended to be tormented in various parts of
their bodies, to be deaf, dumb, and blind.
Sometimes their tongues hung out of their
mouths, at others would be drawn down
their throats; their jaws and all their joints
would appear to be diflocated, and then
théy made moft horrible outcries of being
cut with knives, beat, burnt, &c.  Thefe
complaints were never heard but in the day-

Fa2 time;
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time; for all night the children flept quite
free from the leaft difturbance. The poor
old wretch, fixed on as the viétim of fuper-
ftition, was apprehended ;' and, notwith-
franding fhe appeared difordered in her
fenfes, and nothing worfe could be proved
againft her than her having ufed fome abu-
five language to the eldeft child, a girl of 13
~ years of age, fhe was pronounced a witch,
and executed accorciingly.

But in February, 16g91-2, commenced
the principal and laft a& of this bloody
tragedy. A daughter and a nicce of Mr.
Paris, the minifter of Salem village, girls
~ of ten or eleven years of age, and two other
girls in the neighbourhood, made the fame
fort of complaints which Goodwin’s children
had madé two or three years before. The
phyficians, having no other way of account-
ing for the diforder, pronounced them be-
witched, An Indian woman, who was
brought into the country from New-Spain,
and then lived with Mr. Paris, tried fome
experiments, to which fhe pretended to have
been accuftomed in her own country, in

order



NEW-ENGLAND. 125

order to find out the witch. This coming

to the childrens knowledge, they cried out

upon the poor Indian as appearing to them,

pinching, pricking, and tormenting them’

and fell into fits, Tituba, which was the

Indian’s name, acknowledged that fhe had

learnt how to find out a witch, but denied

. that fhe was one herfelf.  Several private
fafts were kept at the minifter’s houfe,

feveral more publicly by the whole vil-

lage, and then a general falt through the

colony, te feek to Gud to rebuke Saran, &c.

So much notice taken of the children, toge-

_ther with the compaffion exprefled by thofe
who vifited them, not only tended to con-

firm them in their defign, but to draw others

into the like. Accordingly, the number of

the complainants foon increafed, among

whom were two or three women, and fome

girls old enough to be witnefles. Thefe had

their fits too, and, when in them, cried out,

not only againft Tituba, but againft Sarah

Ofburn, a melancholy, diftraéted old wo-

‘man, and Sarah Good, another old woman,
who was bed-ridden; infomuch that Tituba,

F3 at
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at length, confefled herfelf a witch, and
that the two old women were her confe-
derates ; whereupon they were all commit-
ted to prifon. Poor Tituba, upon fearch,
was found to have fcars upon her back,
which were called the devil’s marks; but
might as well have been fuppofed thofe of
her Spanifh mafter.

Soon after this, two women of good cha-
raters, members of the church, were com.
plained of as caufing the children to fall
into fits, and tormenting the mother of one
of them, and committed to prifon. Nay,
fuch was the rage of this unaccountable in-
fatuation, that an infant about four years
old, was fent to prifon alfo for biting fome
of the complainants, If the afflicted, as they
called themfelves, did but utter the name of
any perfon during their pretended torments,
that was {ufficient accufation againft the
faireft charaler.

" This peftilent phrenzy increafing, a com-
‘miffion of Oyer and Terminer for the trial
of perfons accufed of witchcraft was opened
at Salem the firft week in June, 1692; when

Bifhop-
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Bifhop Bridget was put on her trial. She
had been charged with witcheraft 20 years
before, but cleared by her accufer’s confef-
fion of having charged her falfely : mnever-
thelefs, the neighbours imputing to her ma-
chinations all the loffes they met with in
cattle and poultry, overfetting of their carts,
&ec. and the affli&ted and confefling witches
teftifying what they had heard from the
fpeltres, and feen of her fpedtre, the pocr
ld woman muft needs be a witch flill ; and
being conviéted, fhe was executed on the
10th of June.—Having given an inftance
of their righteous judgment and mercy, the

Court adjourned to
June 30, at which feflion the following
women were capitally convicted, Sarah
Good, Rebekah Nurfe, Sufannah Martin,
Elizabeth How, and Sarah Wilder.——Of
thefe none gave much trouble but Rebekah
Nurfe, who, being a perfon of great piety,
made fo good a defence, that the jury at
firft found her Not Guilty ; but the affiticd
witnefles burfling into hideous outcries a-
Fg gainit



28 NEW-ENGLAND.

gainft her, they then found her guilty, and
the fuffered as well as the reft.

At the next adjournment, on the 5th of
Augutt, fix perfons were condemned, one of
whom was the Rev. Mr. George Burroughs,
minifter of Falmouth, and a man of great
probity. The evidence on which he was con-
viGted, was as abfurd and extravagant * as
can 'be imagined, and the condu& of his

judges

* Tn his indi®ment (which is 4 fpecimen of the reft)
it ig alleged, “ That George Burroughs . . . on the
¢ gth day of May, in the 4th year of the reiga of our
“ fovereign Lord and Lady William and Mary, by the
“ grace of God of England, &c. and divers other days
“*and times as well before as after, certain deteftable
‘¢ arty, called witcherafts and forceries, wickedly and
“ felonioully uw(®J, pra@ifud, and exercifed, at and
¢ within the town of $alem, in the county of Effex
“ aforefuid, in, upon, and againf} one Mary Walcot,
“ of Salem village, in the county of Effex, fingle-
““ woman; by which faid wicked a&s, the faid Mary
“ Walcot, the gth day of May in the year abovefaid,
¢ and divers other days and times, as well before as
¢ after, was and is tortured, afilited, pined, con-
“ fumed, wafled, and tormented, againft the peace
£¢ of our fovereign Lord and Lady the King and
¢¢ Queen,” &c.

The confefling witches fwore, that Mr, Burroughs
was the principal actor in their noGurnal revels, and

was
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judges equally prepofterous. In their egui-
table difpenfation, witchcraft was that firange
fpecies of crime, the confeffed guilt of which
was always pardoned *, whilft the denial of

F; it

was promifed to be made king of Satan’s kingdom,
then about to be'erefed ; that he gave them puppets,
and thorns to ftick into them, for afflicting the peo-
ple of Salem, &c. &c. One of the afflied witnefles
depofed, that the prifoner prefled her to fet her hand
to a book, and infli¢ted grievous torments on her for
refufing ; others, that he founded a trumpet for the
witches to rendezvous at a facrament, and tempted
thofe he tormented to partake with them, &c, Ano-
ther convincing circumftance againft him was, that,
though he was a little man, he had held out a gun of
feven feet barrel with one hand, and had carried a
barre! full of cyder from a canoe to the fhore. The
prifoner faid, that an Indian held qut the gun alfo;
on which it was immediately concluded, that the In-
dian muft have been the Black Man. Again, his
brother-in-law fwore, that going out after ftraw-
berries, upon their return, Mr. Burroughs went into
the bufhes on foot, znd tho’ the witefs rode a quick
pace, yet the prifoner was at home as foonas he, Mr.
Burroughs urged, that another perfon, vwho accompa-
nied him, walked as faft as be did ; but this was deter~
mined to be the Black Man allo,

* Pity it is, that none of the many confeflors of
witchcraft were put to the trial of fealing their ac-
Fnowledged guilt with their blood ; fuch a proceed-
ing, probably, would foon hxve deteted the fraud..
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it was punifhed with death: and Mr. Bur-
roughs’s integrity preventing him from of-
fering violence to his innocence by the con-
feflion of a pretended wickednefs, the unjuft
fentence pronounced upon him was carried
into execution, Before he was turned off
the ladder, he made a folemn fpeech in vin-
dication of his innocence; and performed
his devotions, which he concluded with the
Lord’s Prayer, with fuch compofure, yet
fervency of fpirit, as drew tears from moft of
the fpectators.

George Jacobs, fen. tried at the fame
time, was condemned on the evidence of his
grand-daughter, who, to fave her own life,
had been forced to confefs herfelf a witch,
and appear againft him.

At the feflions holden on Sept. 9,and 17,
fixteen more perfons were condemned. Sa-
muel Wardwell, who was accufed even by
his wife and daughter, to fave their own lives,
confefled himfelf a wizard; but recanting
his confeffion, he was hanged.

Martha Cory was condemrned on fpeétral
evidence, it being fworn, that Mr. Paris’s

daughter,
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daughter, and two other children, faw a
ghoft, in the likenefs of Mrs. Cory, come
towards them with a book to fign.

Giles Cory, her hufband, was prefled to
death, for refufing to plead and {ubmit to
fuch chimerical evidence.

Mary Efty, fifter to Rebekah Nurfe, was
another fufferer.—She prefented a pathetic
petition to the magiftrates, not fo much with
‘a view of faving her own life, as to induce
them to examine the confefling witches
more ftrictly, and to make them fenfible of
the innocent blood they were fhedding.

We need not, we think, particularize
more inftances to give the reader a lively
idea of the madnefs of the time: but muft
obferve, generally, that, as the fureft way to
avoid accufation, was to become the accufer,
the number of the afflifted increafed every
day, and the number of the accufed in pro-
portion. There was no fafety even for the
moft unblemithed reputation. More than
“one hundred women ¥, moft of them of ir-

' reproachable

* A principal part of the evidence againt fome of

the women was the return of a jury, confitting of one
man,
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reproachable characters, and of the beft fa-
milies in the towns of Salem, Beverly, An-
dover, Billerica, &c. were apprehended,
examined, and the greateft part of them
committed to prifon. Some weak women,
indeed, were really’ perfuaded that they
were witches ; and that the devil, {fome
how or other, although they could not tell
how or .when, had taken poffeflion of their
evil hearts, and therefore they thought they
ought to confefs themfelves guilty.—Be-
fides, thefe impious proceedings were in no
fmall degree fomented by Avarice, which
gluttoned on the confifcated effedts 1 of the
perfecuted. Moreover, (fo general was the
delufion!) the Governor himfelf, Sir Wil-
liam
man, a doftor, and eight women, appointed to exa-
mine their bodies for teats and other devil’s marks.
Tt is faid, that the credulity of thefe juries was fuch,
that even a flea-bite was miftaken for a devil’s mark.
1 About 20 years afterwards, upon the petitions of
the relations of thofe who had been executed, and of
others who had fled to fave their lives, and whofe
goods had been feized, the General Court made grants

in confideration of the loffes fuftained ; but thefe bore
no proportion to the real damages,
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liam Phips, countenanced the popular cry
againft the pretended offenders: and, to
compleat their deftruction, the magiftrates
manifefted the grofleft inimical prepofieflion
againft them in their behaviour to the wit-
nefles; for, inftead of crofs-examining and
endeavouring to fift them to the bottom,
they made ufe of fuch leading queftions as
might truly be faid to put the words of con-
vi&ion into their mouths.

The exemplary lives, folemn protefta-
tions, earneft remonftrances, and patient
fufferings, of the fuppofed delinquents, were
of no effect againft this complication of ad-
verfe circumftances; and it is hard to fay

. when the barbarous perfecutions would have
had an end, had not the accufers over-acted
their parts, by beginning to charge the
crime upon the magiftrates themfelves, and
perfons in high office.  Thus Dudley Brad-
ftreet, Efg; a juflice of peace, relaxing in
the profecutions, was charged, and obliged

-to abfcond ; as was alfo his brother John
Bradftreet : nay, the Secretary of the colony
of Connegicut, and (according to a credita-

ble
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ble writer) Sir William Phips’s lady *, were
likewife among the accufed.

It was high time for things to take a new
turn; and, happily for the community, fome
of the moft zealous actors in this tragedy
began now to be of opinion that innocent
blood had been fhed; which neceffarily oc-
cafioned an alteration of condu&. Accord-
ingly, at a Court holden at Salem in Janu-
ary, 1692-3, when about 56 perfons were
tried for witchcraft, no more than three
were convidted, and thofe the Governor
afterwards pardoned ; and all that were not
brought upon trial he ordered to be dif-
charged. But none of the afflifed were
ever brought to trial for their impoftures.

The number of perfons condemned in
the laft year was between go and 40, 19 of
whom were hanged, and one prefled to
death. 'The prifoners difcharged amounted
to about 150; and the accufed perfons
paffed over ta 200. The confefling

witnefles

* She is faid to have faved a poor accufed woman
from trial ; whence, to be fure, {he muft have beexr a
confederate in witcheraft,
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witneflfes (among whom were three not
above ten years of age) had increafed to

50, and the aﬁi’zﬁed to the fame number. *
Sir William Phips found the colony in a
ftate of great perturbation, not only from
the affair of the witches, but from the ir-
ruptions of the Indians. He was charged
by his inftrucions to build a firong fort at
Pemagquid, which he did in the fummer of
1692. This produced a peace in thofe
' parts

* Thefe horrid tranfations, however, paﬂ'ed not
away without leaving the ftings of remorfe in the
breafts of many perfons concerned, particularly of 12
jurymen, who publithed a confeflion that they ¢ were
fadly deluded and miftaken, for which they were
much difquieted and diftrefled, and did therefore
humbly beg forgivenefs of God, for Chrift’s fake,
for their error; aad alfo prayed, that they might be
confidered candidly and aright by the living fufferers,
as having been under the power of a ftrong and gene-
ral delufion.” One of the judges, alfo, was convinced
he had done wrong; and ata public faft, in a full
meeting, acknowledged his error in the late proceed-
ings, and defired to humble himfelf for the fame before
God and the people. The Rev. Mr, Paris, too, pub-
licly confeffed his error; neverthelefs, he had in-
curred the odium of the people of Sa'em to fuch a
degree, that they would not fuffer him to continue
their miniter,
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patts in Auguft, 1693. Neverthelefs, it
was broken the next year by the Penobifcot.
and Norridgewock favages, at the inftigation
of the French, who fupplied them with arms
and ammunition.

Sir William was a2 man of a benevolent,
but, at the fame time, ‘of a paffionate difpo-
fition. An attachment to his friends em-
broiled him in a difpute with Mr. Brenton,
the Colle&or of the Cuftoms, which, toge-
ther with another that happened between
him and the Captain of the Nonefuch fri-
gate, being preferred before the King, in-
tereft was made to difplace Sir William
from his government; but his Majefty was
~ defirous of hearing his defence, and fent

orders for him to repair to England to

make it.  Sir William’s intereft had for

fome time been upon the decline in New-

England: however, he obtained an addrefs

to the King from the Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives, praying that the Governor might

_not be removed. He left Bofton Nov. 19,
1694; and Mr. Stoughton took the chair.

Sir William fo far juftified his condu in

London,
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London, as to be on the point of returning
to his government, but was prevented by
death on the 18th of Feb, 1694-5. The Earl
of Bellamont was appointed Governor of
Mafiachufets in his room; alfo of New-York
and New-Hampfhire.

We have mentioned that Nova-Scotia
was conquered by the Maffachufets in the
year 1690, Their claim to that country
was confirmed to them by its being included
in the new charter. However, in 1691, it
was feized by Monf, Villebon, by commif-
fion from the French Kingy and the Mal-
fachulets, having mifcarried in feveral at-
tempts to recover it, petitioned the Crown,
in 1696, that their province might be freed
from any further expence concerning it, ¥
In 1696, alfo, the French demolithed the
ftrong fort at Pemaquid.

The Indians continued to harrafs the
northern parts of the country, in a greater

or
* This feems to have been confidered as a renun-
ciation of their right ; for, after the peace of Utrecht,

Nova-Scotia was fettled as a diltinct province by the
Crown.
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or lefs degree, till the year 1698 *, when,
having been deprived of the affiftance of the
French

* In March, the Indians, in an attack wpon Haver-
hill, burnt 9 houfes, and killed and took prifoners
near 40 of the inhabitants, Among the latter were
Hannah Dunftan, who had lain in but a week before,
her infant, and the nurfe; the bufband, with fevep
otber children, having efcaped. The infant’s brains
were prefently dathed out againft a trec, but the wo-
men were forced to travel 12 miles the firt night,
and to continue their route day after day towards an
Indian town at 250 miles diftance, When they had
trudged 150 miles, the Indians told them, that, on
their arrival at the town, they muft undergo the dif-
cipline of running the gantlet, Dunflan and her com.
panion had been given as fervants (o an Indian family,
confifting of two men, three women, and feven chil-
dren, befides an Englith boy who had lived a prifoner
with them for eighteen months, The dread of the
gantlet excited all Dunftan’s refolution; and fhe per-
fuaded the nur(e and the Englifh boy to aflift ber ia
recovering their freedom by the deftruéion of the
Indians. Accordingly, in the morning, before day-
light, our Amazon called up her confederates to aétion,
One after another the enemy were knocked on the
head with their own hatchets, yet with fuch caution
that none awoke ; and thus thefe three prifoners dif-
patched the .whole family, except a favourite boy,
who was defignedly fpared, and an old womar whoin
they fuppofed they had killed, but who jumped up,

and
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French by the treaty of Ryfwick, concluded
the preceding year, they again folicited and
entered into terms of pacification.

Lord Bellamont arrived at Bofton, from
New-York, May 26, 1699. He refided
only 14 months in New-England; during
which time he was chiefly employed in the
fuppreflion of the Buccaneers. He returned
to New-York in the fummer of 14700, and
there died on the 5th of March following.
Mzr. Dudley, who was appomted Preﬁdent
in 1695, after the vacation of the charter,
fucceeded him as Governor of the Maffa-
chufets province.

In May, 1702, died alfo Lieutenant-Go-
vernor Stoughton ; when, the Governor not
being arrived, the adminiftration, for the firft
time, devolved upon a majority of the Coun-
cil, according to one of the provifions of the

new charter,
Mr. Dudley,

and made her efcape with the boy With ten of
their fcalps, after a very faiiguing and dangerous
journey, they reached their own home ; and, for
their courageous behaviour, received a reward of 5ol
from the General Court, befides many valuable pre-
fents from individuals.



140 NEW-ENGLAND.

Mr, Dudley, on his arrival at Bofton, in
1702, was received with ceremonial refpedt;
but foon engaged himfelf in difputes with
the two Houfes, particularly the Houfe of
Reprefentatives. At the firft ele&tion he
negatived five of the Counfellors; and, in .
the year 1705, the Speaker of the Houfe of
Reprefentatives, Thele fleps gave very
great offence, and the latter was not fub-
mitted to, the Houle alleging that no fuch
authority belonged to his office.  Another
great contention arofe from the Governor's
being charged to recommend to the Affem-
bly’s particular attention the eftablifhing ho-
nourable falaries for the Governor, Lieut.-
Governor, and Judges of the Courts, for
the time being, This inftruction he urged to
little purpofe; for the Houle refufed to fix
any, allowing him only 500l. annually (300l
in the fpring, and 200l. in the fall), and
the Lieut.-Governor 200l per annum.

The Governor had alfo a troublefome war
on his hands. In confequence of the rupture
between England and France, in 1702, the
Frenchof Canadaand Nova-Scotia,and confe-

quently
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quently the indians, renewed their hoffci]ities
on the northern frontiers- of New-England,
furprifing and facking Deerfield * in 1703.

To

# Intelligence had been received that an attack was
meditated by the Indians on the town of Deerfield,
and the-minifter, Mr. Williams, had a ftrong impref~
fion on his mind that it would be deftroyed. The
inhabitants ftrangely flighted the warnings he gave
them, and all the affiftance provided againft the threa-
tened danger was a guard of 20 foldiers. In the night
preceding the 29th of February, about 300 French
and Indians approached the town, and, the watch
which patrolled the fireets falling afleep about twa
hours before break of day, fet upon it with great
fury. Mr. Williams was awaked with the noife of a
party of them entering his bed-chamber. Though
there was no hope of life from refiftance, he took a
loaded piltol from the tefter of his bed, and faapped
it at the firft which drew near to him. It fortinately
mifled fire ; for the death of one of the favages would
only have infured his own, He was feized, and kept
ftanding in his fhirt, whillt his houfe was plundered,
and two of his children and 2 Negro woman murder-
ed,. Orders were then given for himfelf, wife, and
five other children, to drefs, and prepare for a long
march. Other houfes had met with the like fate from
other parties of the favages ; 4o perfons were killed,
and 100 taken prifoners, About an hour after fun-
rife the enemy had finithed their work ; and then left
the place in flames. They harried on with the utmoft

expedition,
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To encourage fmall parties to fcour the
woods, and hunt the enemy, the General
Court offered a reward of 40l. for every
Indian fealp; and in 1704, Col. Church,
with 556 men, did confiderable mifchief
to the enemy in Nova-Scotia, and the
neighbourhood ‘of Penobfeot river, &c.

&ec.
In

expedition, for fear of a purfuit; fo that Mrs. Willi-
ams, who was in a weak condition from a recent
lying-in, acquainted her hufband the fecond day, fhe
could keep their pace no longer, He folicited per-
miflion to accompany and affift her ; but, being under
different mafters, he was obliged to leave her behind.
Perhaps every tender reader will think Mr. Williams’s
diftrefs could not be heightened : alas! within a few
days, he was informed his wife’s mafter had funk a
hatchet into her brains, About 20 more of the pri-
foners, wearied out, were killed alfo, before they
reached Canada,—Mr, Williams and moft of the fur-
viving captives were in time redeemed ; and two -of
Mr. Williams’s fons became worthy minifters at Wal-
tham and Springfield : however, one of his daughters
remained, having married an Indian hufband ; which
15 not fo much to be wondered at, if it be confidered,
that the Indians frequently ufed their prifoners with
great tendernefs, when they had once fecurely carried
them home.
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In April, 1706, the enemy fuddenly fell.
upon the Englifh, on Opyfter river; and a
body of 270 men made fpoil on Dunftable,
Chelmsford, Sudbury, Groton, Exeter,
Dover, &c. nay, five of them ventured to
Reading, no more than 16 or 17 miles off
Bofton, where they furprifed a poor woman
with eight children, three of whom and
the woman they killed, and carried the reft
away *.

In 1708, the enemy fell upon Haverill,
fet fire to feveral of the houfes, killed be-
tween 30 and 40 perfons, among whom
were Mr. Rolfe, minifter, and Mr. Wain-

wright,

* Being f{traitened for provifions in their return,
through bad fuccefs in hunting, they were preparing
to roaft a child of one Hannah Parfons ; but (happily)
a ftrange dog which they chanced to meet with ferved
in its room.— Samuel Butterfield, a Groton foldier,
having in his own defence killed one of their Chiefs,
a difpute arofe whether he thould be burat or whip-
ped to death, and an appeal was made to the wife of
the decealed for determination, She anfwered, If
killing the prifoner would reftore her hufband to life,
fhe cared not by what means he fuffered 5 but, if it
would not, the wifhed to have him for her flave:
which requeft was complied with.
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wright, Captain of the town, and took many
prifoners.

. In 1709, an expedition was meditated
in England againft Canada: but the face
of affairs in Europe was fo altered by the
battle ‘of ‘Almanza, that the defign was
dropped.

T he folicitation of Col. Nxcholfon brought
another expedition on the carpet againft that
country, but it terminated in a defcent on
Nova Scotia. On Sept. 18, a fleet of 36
fail, men of war, tranfports, &c. included,
failed from Nantafket for Port-Royal. The
land forces confifted of a regiment of ma-
rines, and four regiments raifed in New-
England, under the command of Colonel
Nicholfon. The armament arrived at Port-
Royal on the 24th of September, and the
forces were landed without oppofition. On
the firft of October, the batteries began to
play : but the French Governor being fum-
moned to furrender the fame day, a ceffa-
tion of arms enfued, in order to confider
of terms of capitulation, which were figned
by both parties the next day. The garri-

fon
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fon were allowed to march out with the ho-
nours of war,

The favourite project againft Canada af-
terwards induced Nicholfon to repair to
London for affiftance. Fle returned to
Bofton on the 8th of June, with orders for
the feveral governments of New-England,
New-York the Jerfeys, and Pennfylvania,
to get ready their refpedive quotas of men
with the utmoft difpatch, as a fleet was
thortly to be expected; and which accord-
ingly did arrive on the 24th, confifting of
15 men of war, and 40 tranfports. More
dependance had been placed upon the Go-
vernment of Maflachufet’s-bay for the com-
pletion of this armament, than was con-
fiftent with the difpatch. required : * -how-

G ' ever,

* The army was to be fupplied with ten weeks pro-_
vifion at Bofton:—a very extraordinary and hazardous”
circumftance this ; as it might well have been quef-
tioned, whether afuﬂ‘icxem quantity could be there
procured a failure in which would have ruined the
enterprize., It luckily happened, however, that the
General Court was fitting when 'the news was
brought ; and, as provifions had thereupon flarted to

a very
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ever, with fuch diligence were the prepara-
tions carried on there, that the fleet weighed
on the'goth of July, in order to proceed
on the expedition, The land-forces, two
New-England regiments included, amount-
ed to near 7000 men. On the 18th of
Auguft, they arrived at Gafpee, and failed
again on the 20th,  The two following days
proved foggy; and the wind beginning-
to blow frefh at E. S. E. the fhips brought
to, with their heads to the fouthward.
"This was afterwards pretended to have been
done by advice both of the Englith and
French pilots on board, though the former

pofitively

a very extravagant rate, an order paffed, fixing prices
to the feveral kinds of provifions required. The ow-
ners demurred, and fhut up their ttores ; in confe-
quence of which, another order was iffued, giving
sauthority to open doors, and feize all the defired pro-
vifions that could be found  There was another
error in the plan of this undertaking, viz. a reliance
on obtaining alfo fkilful pilots at Bofton. ‘The coun-
try really afforded no better than thip-mafters who
had been once or twice up St. Laurence river, and
were.averfe to quitting employments on which the
fupport of their fanilies depended ; neverthelefs they
likewife were imprefled into the fervice.
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pofitively denied the charge, {o far as it
refpedted themfelves. In‘a few hours after
the fleet brought to, fome of the tranfports
were befet with breakers, and at midnight
eight ' or nine fhips bulged upon rocks.
Six orfeven hundred men were taken up
by the other fhips, but 1000 were drowned.
The men of war efcaped ; and next morn-
ing, the wind changing to W.S. W. the
fleet bore away for Spanifh River ;' but,
the wind fhifting again to E. eight days
elapfed before all the fhips arrived there. It
was now refolved, in a council of war, to
make no further attempt ; and the fleet fet
fail on its return home on the 16th of Sep-
tember .*—In the mean time, Nicholfon

G 2 advanced

* It has been attempted to fix the caufe of this mif-
carriage on the Gavernment of Maffachufets-bay, by
imputing to them a dilatorinefs in complying with
the requifitions prefcribed; but with the grofleft
injuftice, as their zeal to promote the undertaking
led them to meafures fo incompatible with the liber-
ties of ‘a free people, as, in our opinion, were
fcarcely warranted even by the exigency of the oc-
‘cafion. Byt the fpeedy failing of the fleet from
‘Bofton, confidering the fhort notice given, is alone a
fufficient refutation of the calumny.
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advanced with a body of American forces
from Albany towards Montreal ; but,
hearing of the difafter which had befallen
the fleet, he prudently marched back again,

In‘the year 1411, there was fo ruinous
a fire at Bofton, that it was denominated
the Great Fire till the year 1760, when hap,
pened the laft and moft dreadful.

In 1713, the Indians finding thems
felves carrying on the war without the
French after the treaty of Utrecht, made
overtures of peace, and, Aa_{king pardon
tor all paft rebellions, entered into new ar-
ticles of fubmiffion.

Aftera troublefome adminiftration, part-
ly from the long war, and partly from the
oppofition of the people over whom he
prefided, Governor Dudley was fupplanted
by Colonel Burgefs on the acceflion of
George I. but the Colonel was prevailed
upon by Mefl. Belcher and Dummer, for
the confideration of 1000l. fterling; to refign
his commiflion, in favour of Colonel Shute,
who was accordingly appointed Governor,
and arrived at Bofton, O&. 4, 1716. Dif-

putes
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putes were renewed in a fhort time between
him and the Houfe of Reprefentatives, par-
ticularly in regard to the power of the Go-
vernor ta negative their Speaker. He alfo
infifted on their fettling a fixed falary of
1ocol. ferling per ann. on the Governor,
but with no better fuccefs than his predecef-
for ; nay, his own allowance was reduced
to 180l. for half a year.

In 1722, war was declared againft the
Norridgewock Indians, who had for feve~
ral years been infulting and committing
depredations on the Lnglifh in the -north-
eaftern. parts; at the inftigation of the
French, particularly of a famous Jefuit,
named, Rallé, who had been long fettled
among them at Norridgewock, where he
was almoft adored 3 but he loft his life in
an attack which the Englifh.made on that
village onthe 12th of Auguft, 1924, re-
‘fufing (as it is faid) to give or take quarter.
Six noted Indian warriors fell at the fame
time. . This fuccefs contributed greatly to
a peace, which wds agreed upon the enfu-

ing year, and proved.a lalting one.
G 3 The
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The Houfe of Reprefentatives carried fo
high a hand againft the Governor, that he
determined to appeal to the Crown. Hav:
ing, therefore, obtained permiffion for a
temporary quittance of his government, he
fuddenly embarked for England the latter
end of the year 1722, leaving the admini-
firation to Lieut. Gov. Dummer., New
fubjeéts of contention had been ftarted bes
tween himfelf and the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives; thefe he refolved into certain com-
plaints againft that Houfe, in fubftance as
follow :—~Infringing the refervation of trees
for mafts for the royal navy j—affuming
power in the appointment of days for faft-
ving and thankf{giving ;—adjourning thems
felves to a diftant day by their own a& j—
difmantling forts, &c.—fufpending military
officers, 8&c. — appointing committees of
their own to direct and mufter his Majefty’s
forces.— All thefe allegations the Houfe vot-

.ed to be groundlefs ; but the determination
of his Majefty in Council was the reverfe.
This occafioned an explanatory charter in
1725, wherein the power of the Governor to

negative
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negative the Speaker was exprefsly aflerted,
and the power of the Houfe to adjourn
themfelves limited to two days,

Colonel Shute did not return to Néw-Eng-
land 5 for, on the acceflion of George II.
in 1727, he was removed to make room
for Mr. Burnet, (fon to the Bifhop,) who
had been conftrained to yield up his govern-
ment of New-York and the Jerfeys to a
favourite of the King’s : however, the Co-
lonel was rewarded, more to his mind,
with an annual penfion of gool. fterling,

In the fame year, happened an earth-
quake in New-Eongland, and through a
great part of North ‘America. It was. pres
ceded by an aftonithing rumbling . noife,
for about half a minute ; then began the
fhock, which increafed gradually for half’
a minute more, when it as gradually de-
creafed.

Governor Burnet arrived at Bofton July
13, 1728, into which capital he was ufher-
ed by a greater number of the inhabitants
on horfeback and in carriages, than had
ever met any Governor .before.  From

G 4 this
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this grand appearance Mr. Burnet deduced
an argument, in his firft fpeech to the
Aflembly, of their ability to fupport the
Governor in an honourable manner ; and,
at the fame time, reminded them of the
King’s inftru&ions concerning an eftablithed
falary, which he was charged to infift upon.
The Houfe, of Reprefentatives parried the
ftroke with equal addrefs and refolution,
They agreed that ‘a greater or lefs fum
ought not to be an obje@ of difputation
with them, comparatively with the manner
in which it was to be granted ;~they were
willing to allow, by renewed grants, an ho-
nourable fupport to the Governor; and,
tho’ they had denied more than 5o0l. fter-
ling per annum to Colonel Shute, they paf-
fed grants to Mr. Burnet to the amount of
1700l. one of 300l to defray the charges
of his journey, and the other of 1400l. for
his fupport. Mr. Burnet accepted the 200l
voted for his expences ; but the 1400l. ten-
dered for his fupport, he refufed, becaufe
it was not voted to him as a fixed falary.
This difpute, in which extraordinary powers

of
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of reafoning were difplayed by  the Go-
vernor, was 'wound up to fuch a pitch,
that the Houfe of Reprefentatives refolved
to prefent an humble addrefs to the King on
the fubjett ; and Mefl, Wilks and Belcher
were employed as their agents in England :.
but the condu&t of the Governor was ap-
proved in Council, and.that of the Houfe
condemned.

In the midft of this fharp. contention the:
Govemor was feized with a fever, "of which.
he died on the 7th of September, 1729.

The miniftry were willing to appoint as.
a fucceffor to Mr. Burnet, the perfon who
was moft likely to procure an eftablithment
of fixed falaties ;.and, however {urprifing
it may feem, Mr. Belcher, .whom we have-
juft mentioned-as employed in England in.
oppofition. to that meafure, arrived, in.
Auguft, 1730, as Governor at. Bofton..
He wiasrjoyfully received ; for the Calony,.
no Jefs than the Crown, expe&ed, to. find!
their account- in his, appointment, In his.
firtt {peech, however, which. was eagerly;
attended to, they found a reiteration of the:

G s “fubject:
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fubje& which had produced fo. much di¢
fention, and an exprels declaration, that
<« nothing prevented the controverfy being
< laid before the Parliament but his Ma-
jefty’s gteat lenity and ‘goodnefs.” 1. Never-
thelefs, -the. Houfe ftill refufed’ ta.comply,
and thé conteft continued, though not with
that animofity as during the preceding admi-
niftration. At length, the matter was ac-
commodated by the following expedient :
the Houfe having prepared 2 bill, granting
to the Governor 3400l. currency, or about
1000l. fterling, with a ftipulation for - the
grant of the like’ fum annually during the
Governot’s continuance, .-he. advifed the
Houfe to -petition for leave for.him to re-
ceive the fum. . This was. granted, with
an injunction on the Governor to ‘perfevere
in his utmoft endeavours to procure a full
compliance with the inftruction. He con-
tinued-to ‘receive particular grants-by the
like permiffion for two or: thtde: yearsy
when a getieral ordet of 1éave being obtain-
ed -to receive- fuch fums as were granted,
this long controver{y fubfided. )
In
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In 1739 was carried into execution a
fcheme for a land-bank *,- which- Governos
~Belcher had endeavoured to fupprefs -in
vain : but he continued, neverthelefs, to
evince his averfion to it ; he negatived the
Speaker and 13 new-elected - Counfellors,
and difplaced a number of officers folely on
account of their being favourersof it, This
condu created him many enemies, who
ceafed

* A Scarcity of money being univerfally complain-

ed of, 700 er 800 perfons, fome few of good, but
. the generality of fmall eftate, propofed to give cre-

dit to 150,000). lawful money, to be iffued in bills,
each perfon being to mortgage a real eftate in pro-.
portion to the fums he fubfcribed and took out, or
to give bond with two fureties ; but no one was to

fubfcribe more than 100l on perfonal fecurity, Ten

dire@ors and a treafurer were to be chofen. Every
fubfcriber or partner was Yo pay 3 per cent. interett

for the fum taken out, and 5 per cent. for the princi-

pal .and the produce and’ manufalture of the pro-

vince might be paid inftead of bills,—~But the opera-
tion of this meafure was confined,.  and of thort du-

ration. Men of large property and -the’ principal.
merchants refufed to receive the bills, whiift fhop-
keepers and fmall traders gave them credit : hence
great confufion beginning to arife, the former appli-

ed to Parliament, and obtained an aé& 1o fupprefs

the company,
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ceafed not to blacken his charadter by mif
reprefentations, till in return they had infi-
dioufly effe@ed his removal, without afford-
ing him any opportunity of vindicating
himfelf.

Mr. Shirley was his fucceffor, and in ge-
néral well approved of by the provinces
and a falary of 1oool. fterl. per ann. was
allowed him.

A rupture with France being looked
upon as an unavoidable event, after war was
commenced ‘'with Spain in 31740, Caftle-
William  was rebaired, and ftrengthened
with a new battery of 24 pounders. In
May, 1744, Duvivier, with goo men,
from Louifbourg, furprized and made
himfelf mafter of Canfo; and many Eng-
lith veffels were afterwards taken and carri-
ed into Louifbourg. A projeét was formed,
therefore, of furprizing that place, in turn,
early in the enfuing year, before the cufto-
mary f{uccours fhould have.arrived there
from Europe; and, after much deliberati-
on, refolved upon by the Houfe of Repre-
{entatives. by a majority of one only. Ne-

verthelefs,
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verthelefs, as each-entered into the debate
" with no other than truly patriotic views,
the defign was no fooner adopted, -than a
hearty concurrence took place among all of
them to promote it. A body of men, to be
commanded by Colonel Pepperell, wasac-
cordingly raifed, and other preparations car-
ried on, with the utmoft difpatch ;* and
with

* All the colonies as faras Pennfylvania were invit-
ed 1o engage in the-pndertaking ; but all excufed
themf{elves, except the other three of New-England,
which feverally agreed to raife the following bodies of
men; viz. Connefticut 500, New-Hampfhire and
Rhode-Ifland 300 each. The Maflachufets forces
confifted of 3250 men. What they ftood moft in need
of was a fleet, fufficiently firong to keep the feas
again(t the enemy in thofe parts: 2 thips, the largeft
only of 20 guns, a privateer of 200 tons, three fnows,
a brig, and three floops, conftituted the whole of
their naval force. But by a feries of lucky incidents
they furmounted all difficulties.  The winter was fo
mild, as to admit of all preparations being carried on
without impediment ; and the Governor interefted
himfelf indefatigably in furthering them with al} the
powers of his ofice. The armament failed from Nan-
tafket, March 24, 1745, and reached Canfo, the
place of rendezvous, on the 4th of April, where
the New-Hampfhire corps had arrived four days be-
fore ; but the Conneicut forces did not join them

till
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with the affiftance of a fleet under Commo.
dore Warren, the place was reduced, and
furrendered on the 17th of June,

In

till the 25th. The Rhode-Ifland men were of nd fer-
vice, not arriving till the bufinefs was done.—Whiltt
the preparations for this expedition were carrying on,

Mr. Shirley, fenfible of the little probability there -
was of fuccefs, without a refpetable naval force,
difpatched an exprefs to Commodore Warren, who
_was then on the Weft-India ftation, acquainting him
with the propofed-defcent on Louifbourg, and folicit=
ing affiftance, The exprefs réturned the day before
the fleet failed from Nantafket, and brought a nega.
tive anfwer from the Commodore, who did not chufe
to be concerned in the affair, becaufe it originated in
the province without orders from England. This
difagreeable intelligence the Governor concealed from
all but the General and Brigadier Waldo (the next im\
command), for fear of difcouraging the men ; and
they failed in hopes,, that, though they fhould not
find themfelves equal to the redu&ion of Louifbourg,
they thould at leaft regain Canfo, Soon after the
above-mentioned exprefs left the Weft-Indies, to re-

tura with the Commodore’s anfwer to Governor
Shirley, the Hind floop brought orders, from Eng-

land, 10 Mr, Warren to fail to Bofton, in order to.
concert meafures with Mr. Shirley for his Majelty’s
fervice. In his paffage he was informed, that the

fleet had failed for Canfo, and having met with a+
fchooner, he fent her to Bofton, with notice ta Mr.
Shirley
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In 1746, the, French, full of revenge
for the lofs of Louifbourg, fent a very
powerful fleetinto the North-American feas,

with

Shirley thathe was proceedmg to Canfo, with orders
for fuch fhips as might be in thofe feas tO_]Oln him.
Hence it was that the Eltham men of war, of 40
guns, was fecured ; for though the was actually un-
der fail with the maﬂ: fleet, when an exprefs arrived
at Portfmouth, in New-Hampthire, with the Com-
modore’s orders, yet the Captain fent his convoy into
port again, and repalrecf to Canfo, where he arrived
on the z3d, *as did alfo, foon afterwards, the Com-
modore himfelf, to the unfpeakab]e joy of the army,
in the Superb of 60 guns, .with the Launcefton and
Mermaid, of 4o gunseach., After a fhort confulta~
tion the thips of force failed to cruize before Louif-
bourg ; and the forces landed at Chapeau-Rouge-bay
the goth of April, with very little oppofition.
The enemy difcovered the tranfports early in the
. morning, which was the fir@t intimation they received
of the defign againft them. Next morning 400 men
marched, behind hills, rocund to the north-eaft har-
bour, fetting all the houfes and frorehoufes on fire,
until they approached within a mile of the grand bat-
tery. ‘The thick fmoke from, the ﬁorehoufes, which
contained various kinds of combutftible comlpodmes,
prevented the enemy from. dlfcovcnpg the number of
men who were coming againft them ; but fufpeing
them to be the greateft party of the army, they aban-
doned the fort, cannon, and fhot, to the Englifh,
depriving them of the powder only, whuh they threw
into
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with a view of recovering that fortrefs,
reducing Nova-Scotia, Bofton, &¢. and
laying wafte the Englifh colonies from

- thence

into a well,  This fuccefs fo much exceeded the ex-

peQtations of the Enghﬂx, that when an advanced

party of them (about 2 in number) came up to the

battery, and faw no appearance of the enemy, they

were apprehenfive of fome plot, and declined entering,

(as it is faid) till a Cape-Cod Indian had fummoned

up courage to go in alone, and difcovered the real

frate of the fort, time enough however, to exclude

the French, who were returning to re-poffefs it. The

fiege commenced with a very laborious operation, the

men being obliged 'to drag their cannon, mortars,
fhot, &c. through a morafs for near two miles.
From the grand battery a conftant fire, with 42
pounders, was kept up for fome time -on the town,
and did much damage to the houfes. The E“nghfh
foldiers had no notion of makmg regular approaches
« When they heard Mr. Baftide’s propofals for- zig-

zags and épaulements, they made merry with ' the

terms, and went on, void of art, in their own natu-.

ral way,” taking advantage of the night. By the

20th of May, five fafcine batteries were opened ;

and foon after another on thé light-honfe point. In

the mean time,. the men of war were cruizing off the

harbour ; -and on the 18th of’ May the Mermaid fell .

_in with a French-man of war, of 64 guns, with 560
men on beard, andall kinds of ftores for the garrifon.

As the Mermaid was of inferior force, the Cap-

tain thought it prudent, by a pretended flight, 10’
feduce
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thence to Georgia. The country was
much alarmed ; but the French armament

met with fuch a fucceffion of ill-fortune and
diftrefs,

feduce the Vigilant (which was the name of the French
thip) amongft the other cruizers :---he fucceeded,
and thus that fuccour fell into the hands of the Eng-
lifh, which, had it reached the place of its deftina-
tion, (as, but far the men of war, it certainly muft
have done) would, no doubt, have put anend to
all their hopes of reducing Louifbourg at that time.
The Princefs Mary, of 6o guns, and Helor of 40
guns, having unexpe&edly arrived at Bofton, from
England, were fent to join the Commodore, agree-
able to his orders, which they did on the 22d; fo
that now a defign began to be in contemplation of
forcing the haibour, and making an attack with the
thips, On June 10, arrived alfo the Chefter, of 50
guns, and, on the 12th, the Canterbury and Sun-
derland, of 60 gunseach, from England, in confe-
quence of difpatches fent by Governor Shirley, giving
anaccount of the expedition. The Commodore had
now 11 fhips of force ; and itisfaid to have been de-
termined to make a general attack, both by fea and
land, on the 18th, The’ Frénch. feem to have been
in expeation of it, and, from the execution done
by the forces on fhore, unwilling to {tand it ; for on
the 15th they fent out a flag of truce to the Gene-
ral, requefting a ceflation of hoftilities, "that they
might the better confider of propofals for capitulat-
ing. Next morning they fent terms on which they

were willing to furrender, but they were fuchas both
the
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diftrefs, as rendered their defign abortive.

«—On the other hand, the conqueft of Ca-
nada was meditated jn England, and the
extirpation of the French from all North--
America 3 for which purpofe the colonies
raifed men in the following proportions:

New-Hampthire 500 ; Maffachufets 3500 3
Rhode-Ifland 300 ; Conne&icut 1000 3
New-York 1600 ; New-Jerfeys 500 ; Ma-
ryland 300 5 Virginia 100; Pennfylvania
400 ;=—in-all 8200t ‘they continued in pay

till Sept. 1747 ; but, to their great fur-
prize, no fleet nor affiftance arrived from
England to make the attempt. The reafon,
probably, was a profpe& of peace, which

was re-eftablithed in 1748.

A war

the General and Commodore could not approve of ;
and therefore they offered others to the French in
their room, ‘Thefe were accepted, and on the 17th
the place was given up.——The expence incurred by
the Maflachufets in this fervice, was afterwards re-
paid them by parliament, which voted the fum of
180,000l. for that purpofe; neverthelefs, Louif~
bourg was reftored to the French by the treaty of
Aix-Ja-Chapslle.
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A war with the Indians, which wasa na.
tural confequence of a war with the French,
broke outin 1744 3 but the Englith {uffer-
ed lefs now than formerly; and peace was
renewed with them in 1749,

This year is principally remarked by the
abolithing bills" of credit *- in the province

' of

* For feveral years after the firt emiffion of them,
the government defrayed the public charges of the
province by frefh bills of credit; and ds long as the
fum was fmall, filver continued the meafure, and
bills retained their value, When an augmentation of
expences fucceeded the Canada expedition in 1711,
the bills likewife encreafed ; but in a proportionate
degree the filver and gold forfook the country.
Hence, in 1714, bills, to the amount of 50,000l
and, in 1716, 100,000l. were ifflued, and lent, on
land fecurity, to the inhabitants, payable within a
certain period, during which they were to be confi-
gered as money. When no more filver and gold re-
mained, and the bills were become the fole inftru-
ment of commerce, pounds, thillings, and pence, ex-
ifted in idea, only; fo that for near 4o years, the
currency continued in much the fame ftate ¢ as if
1060,000l. had been ftamped in pieces of leather, or
paper of various denominations, and declared 1o be
the money of the government, without any other
fantion than this, that, when therefhould be taxes
to pay, the treafury would receive this fort of moneyci

an
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of Maflachufets-bay, by. an a& of Affem-
bly. This was effected, chiefly, by means
of 180,000l fterling, which fum had been
voted by patliament, as.a reimbur{ément
to the Maffachufets of .their expences in the
reduétion of Louifbourg, and which was
applied towards the redemption of the bills
‘then out ftanding, amounting to 2,200,000l
nominal value. Thofe which remained un-.
redéemed, were drawn in by a tax. Here-
upon, filver of fterl. alloy, at 6s, 8d. the
ounce, in payments in bullion, or milled
dollars at 6s."each, became the lawful mo-
ney of the province, Neverthelefs, bills of
credit were foon afterwards revived .
Governor Shirley returned to England
in the latter end of the year 1749 ; and, in

Jan.

and that every creditor fhould be obliged to ‘receive
it from his dcbtor.” Surely, futh a medium could
not but depreciate in value, and that enormaufly.
In 1702, 6s. 8d. was equal toan ounce of filver ;
but, in 1749, when the bills were abolithed, the
ounce was eftimated at gos.

4 In 1751, an a& of parliament paffed toreftrain
‘and regulate the paper-money of the four New-
England provinces.
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Jan. 1750, he, and William Mildmay, Efg;
were appointed commiffaries to adjuft, with
France, all differences relative to America,
then fubfifting between the two crowns ;
but after an abode of two years at Paris,
Mr. Shirley was thoroughly convinced, by
the chicanery, delays, and evafions of the
FrenchCourt, that no permanent accom-
modation was intended on their part. He
therefore returned to England ; and thence"
to his government.

After this pernod the hiftory of New-
England becomes blended with that of the
other colonies, -as the depredations. of the
French, threatening their general extirpa-
tion, induced one common caufe of felfs
defence amongft them.— So foon as thé
year 1754, that treacherous people had
commenced hoftilities on the back of all the
Englith North-American f{ettlements, by
ereting a line of forts, within 20-and 30
miles diftance of each other, upon the lakes
and rivers, from Canada to the Mifhifippi,
invading the fouthern colonies, cutting ‘ofF
all intercourfe with the Indians in thofe

patts,
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parts, and inftigating them to join in their
encroachments : and as-they had in like
manner feized the greateft part of the pro-
vince of Nova-Scotia, a body of 2000 men
were generoufly raifed by the Maffachufets,
to affift in diflodging them, which was ac-
complifhed the next year, under Lieut, Col,
(now General) Monckton.

“"With a view of checking the career of the
French, whofe hoftile proceedings (though
no war was declared) rendered it neceffary
to take the field, the Britifh miniftry order-
ed Halklet’s and Dunbar’s regiments of
foot to embark for America, and General
Braddock was appointed Generaliffimo
Orders were alfo given for raifing two A-
merican regiments, .to be commanded by
Sir William Pepperell and Mr. Shirley.—
General Braddock marched towards Fort
Du Quefne, and arrived within 10 miles of
it on the 8th of July, 1755. The next
day, about noon, as he was advancing in a
manner unpardonably carelefs, he fuddenly
received a general fire upon his front, and
along his left flank, from- an invifible ene-

my ;
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my 3 fo artfully were they concealed behind
trees and bufhes. In an inftant, a panick
and confufion feized the regulars, who, be-
ing ftrangers to that mode of affault, pre-
cipitately gave ground, and would, moft
probably, have been cut off, had not the
Provincials advanced alone amongft the
furrounding woods, and covered them.
The General, with a few officers, kept his
ground, endeavouring by his example, en-
treaties, and commands, to rally his men;
nor when he found all in vain, could he be
prevailed upon to quit his dangerous fitua-
tion. At length, however, he was convey-
ed away by Lieut.-Colonel (now General)
Gage, ‘and another officer, after having had
no lefs than five horfes thot under him, and
received a mufket-ball through his right
arm and lungs, of which wound he died
within four days. The Englifh loft, in this
action, 700 men, 10 pieces of cannon, am-
munition, baggage, &c¢. - Sir Peter Halklet
fell at the head of his regiment, on the firft
fire. Thc French fay, they loft no more

than
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than 400, of whom the greateft part were
Indians.

In the mean time, 6000 men, befides
Indians, raifed by the Government of Maf-
fachufets-bay, Connecticut, New-Hamp-.
thire, Rhode-Ifland, and New-York, had
rendezvoufed at Albany, and marched from
thence on expeditions againft Niagara and
Crown-Point. In the latter end of Auguft,
General Johnfon encamped, with the troops
deftined againft Crown-Point, at the fouth
end of Lake George, where, on Sept, 8, he
was attacked By the enemy, who had juft
"before been reinforced with a large body of
frefh troops from France, under the Baron
Diefkau. -Gen. Johnfon had fecured his
camp with a breaft-work of trees; and .the
acion was hot and bloddy, continuing from
between 11 and 12 o’clock, till 4 in the
afternoon, when the enemy were put to
flight, with great flaughter, The Englith
had 130 killed, 94 wounded, and fix mil-
fing. Among the former were the Colonels
Williams and Titcomb, Major Afhley ;
and the Captains Ingerfal, Puter, Ferral,

Stoddert,
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Stoddert, M’Ginnes, and Stei'ens, together
with old Hendrick, the great Mohawk
fachem. Among the wounded were Ge-
neral Johnfon himfelf in the thigh, Major
Nichols, and two Captains.-————The enemy
had near ten thoufand men killed, amongft
whom were the Major-General, (the fame
who defeated Gen. Braddock in 1755,) and
the greater part of their chief officers. Ba-
ron de Diefkau, who commanded the French
regulars, was dangeroufly wounded, and
alfo was one of about 30 prifoners. Not-
withftanding this defeat, the enemy, through
the late reinforcement, were too ftrong at
Crown-Point, and the feafon too far ad-
vanced, for the Englifh to proceed againft
them with fuccefs. *

Through various delays, the corps which
was appointed for the reduction of Niagara,
under General Shirley, did not arrive at
Ofiyego before the end of Auguft, when

H ‘they

* General Johnfon was created a Baronet ‘for this
fervice, and rewarded by Parliament with a prefent
of 5opol,
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they found themfelves fo badly furnithed
with provifions, that it was unanimoufly
refolved, in a council of war, to defer the
attempt till the next year. Mr. Shirley,
therefore, leaving a ftrong body, under
Colonel Mercer, to garrifon Ofwego, and
to complete fome additional works he had
begun there, marched on the 24th of O&.
on his return to Albany.

In 1756 (the year war was declared), two
more regiments were fent to America from
England, under the command of General
Abercrombie, who was to be followed by
Lord Loudon as Commander in Chief : but
his Lordlhip’s arrival there being procrafti-
nated beyond expectation, the Englith army
wafted the fummer in ina&ivity, of which
the French failed not to avail themfelves.
The enterprizing Marquis de Montcalm,
with 1300 regulars, 1700 Canadians, and a
confiderable number of Indians, laid fiege
to Ofwego. Colonel Mercer made the beft
defence in his power; but being unfortu-
nately killed by a cannon-ball, the garrifon,
confifting of Shirley’s and Pepperell’s re-

giments,
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giments, -and part of Schuyler’s militia, in .
all 1600 men, furrendered themfelves pri-
foners of war. The Englifh loft alfo 121,
pieces of cannon, 14 brafs mortars, 23000
wt. of powder, 8000 wt. of lead and ball,
2950 bullets, and.a great quantity of
bombs, grenades; fufees, and provifions,
The French had but four men killed, (the
chief engineer one,) and 20 wounded. They
demohfhed all the works.

thjn at'length' Lord: Loudon joined the
army, it was too late in ‘the year to under-
take any offenfive meafure againft the ene-
my : he, therefore applied himfelf to the
defence of the country during winter, and
brought the feveral colonies to a& with har-
mony and ﬁ:eadmef's, which fome of them
had failed to do before.

Early in the year 1757 the French met
with a check from the ‘garrifon of Fort Wil-
liam-Henry, upon which they made no lefs
than five furious affatlts in wain. But a
prOJeét of the Englith proved its deftrugtion
in' Auguft followmcr

H» An
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An expedition had been concerted againft

Louifbourg, in confequence of which Lord
Loudon embarked, June 19, at New-York,
with 6000 men, for Halifax, where he was
to join Admiral Holburne, with a fleet and
reinforcements. The Admiral did not ar-
rive there till July 9, after which near a
month was fpent in exercifing the men. By
this delay the French Lad an opportunity
“of acquiring fuch powerful reinforcements,
that; though the fleet at length failed. from
Halifax, with.an intent of profecuting the
undertaking, it was thought advifeable to
defift, on receiving intelligence, by letters
found on board a packet-boat (that perhaps
defignedly fell in the way,) of the great
ftrength of the enemy, but which no doubt
was much exaggerated.

Lord Loudon, having drawn the troops
from the frontiers, Monfieur Montcalm re-
newed his.attack on Fort-William, which
had {o bravely beat him off before. The
garrifon again ftood firm, under Col. Mon-
ro, for fome time ; but, there being no
profpe& of fuccour, without which it was

impoffible
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impoffible to hold out againft fo great a
force, were obliged to capitulate on the gt
of Auguft, on honourable terms; never-
thelefs, to the eternal difgrace of the French
general, the Indians in his army were {uf-
fered to murder and fcalp 1300 of them,
befides women and children. The fort was
demolithed.

In the year 1758 extraordinary prepara-
tions were made by Government for carry-
< on the war with vigour. An army of
17,000 .o were to open a paffage into
Canada by tu. redugtion of Crown-Point,
and another corps uf §ooo to drive the
French from the Ohio country ; whilt Ad-
miral Bofcawen and General Amherft un-
dertook the conqueft of Cape-Breton. *
General Abercrombie fuperfeded Lord
Loudon in the command of the forces in
America, and took the condu& of the ex-

Hjz pedition

* This was heroically accomplifhed ; but comes
not within our detail, as the Americans had no fhare
in that atchievement, nor was it immediately conne@-
ed with the operations on the Continent.
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pedition againft Crown-Point upon himfelf,
but was defeated at Ticonderoga. *

The expedition to the Ohio country was
committed to the care of Brigadier-general
Forbes, who happily furprized Fort Du

Quefne, + and reduced the Indians to the
obedience of the Englifh.

The

* With 7000 regulars, and 10,000 Provincials, he
embarked on Lake George, in goo batteaus, and 12~
whale-boats, and failed on July § for Ticon® 5%
which fort it was. neceffary to take in ' '° 2P
proach Crown-Point. They landes and marched ta-
wards it the next morning, 1. their way, the fn°&
advanced party fell in wicn a body of the enemy inan
ambufth ; and, though they were put 1o flight, it was

not without the lofs of the brave Lord Howe, who
was the firft man killed, being fhot through the breaft
with a mufket-ball. For want ‘of proper guides, it
was the 7th of July in the evening before they drew
near Ticonderoga. The enemy lay entrenched before
the fort, in acamp fo ftrongly fortified, and of fuch
difficult accefs, that it was in vain the Englith re-

- peatedly attempted, on the 8th, to force it ; fo that,
with the lofs of 500 men killed, and near 1400 wound-
ed, General Abercrombie thought proper to retire
precipitately and repafs the lake.

+ He marched from Philadelphia on the joth day

of June, proceeding towards Fort Du Quefne with
all
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The plan of operations for the year 1759
was as follows: General Wolfe, with a con-
fiderable body of forces, was to proceed up
the river St. Lawrence againft Quebec,

H 4 there

all the caution which the misfortine attending Brad-
dock’s rathne(s may be fuppofed to have infpired.
When he arrived at Ray’s-"Town, go miles E. of Fort
Du Quefne, he detached Col. Fouquet, with 2000
men, to f{ecure the poft of Lyal-Henning, and to
reconnoitre Fort Du Quefne. Fouquet fecured the
poft, but fent 800 men only, under Major Grant, to
reconnoitre the fort, though at the diftance of 4o
miles, As foon, therefore, as the enemy difcovered
that fmall party near them, a body large enough 6
furround them marched out, and fell upon them:
The Englifh, with bayonets fixed, clofed with the
enemy, and ftood their ground for three hours ; but,
being unfupported, were at length borne down by thé
frefh acceffion of ftrength their antagonifts received
from the garrifon, and made a diforderly retreat,
leaving their commander a prifoner. Brigadier Forbes
haftened with all prudent difpatch to retrieve this
difafter ; and, f{uddenly appearing before Fert Du
Quefne, ftruck the French with fuch a panic, that
they difinantled the fort and fled, on Nov. 24. The
next day Forbes took poffeffion of it ; and, having re-
paired the works, gave it the name of Piufbourg, in
honour of the Great Commoner then at the head of
affairs. The Brigadier died foon after at Philadelphia,
much lamented.
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there to be joined by another corps which
Gerieral Amherft was ordered to march
over land from New-York,. reducing Ti-
conderoga and Crown-Point in his way ;
whilt a body, under the command of Ge-
nerals Prideaux and Johnfon, attacked Nia-
gara and Montreal.

A ftrong fleet, confifting of twenty-one
fail of the line, and commanded by Admiral
Saunders, with 7000 land forces, regulars
and Provincials, under Major General
James Wolfe, appeared before Quebec the
latter end of June. As the French expect-
ed this vifit, they had prepared themfelves
accordingly by colleéing their forces toge-
ther, to the amount of 12,000 men, exclu-
five of Indians, and adding to the very
great natural ftrength of the place and ad-
jacent country, all the artificial fecurity
of intrenchments and fortifications, under
the dire®ion of the -experienced Mont-
calm.

1t was General Wolfe’s chief aim to draw
the enemy out of their very advantageous
encampment, but every ftratagem meditated

for
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for that purpofe was baffled by infurmount-
able difficulties arifing from the nature of
the country: he was obliged, therefore, to
take the bold refolution of attacking them
in their entrenchments. A‘ccon"dingly_‘ an
attempt was refolved to be made on July
31, on the enemy’s left, near Montmorency:
river; but mifcarried chiefly through fome
of the boats grounding as they were pro-
ceeding with troops to the place of attack,
and thro’ the mifconduét of 13 companies
of grenadiers, who, inftead of forming
themfelves into four diftinét bodies, 'and
making the onfet fuftained by another corps,
rafhly ran on towards the intrenchments in
the greateft-diforder, and' without theif ap-
pointed fupport. So much time was loft
by the boats grounding, and the irregularity
of the grenadiers, that, the day beginnih'g_
to clofe, the General was- obliged to defift
from his attempt.

After this mifcarriage, General: Wolfe.
left no manceuvres untried above the town
to induce- Montcalm to quit his ftrong

H; camp ;.
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camp; and at length fucceeded in the fol-
lowing manner.

Early in the morning of the 13th of Sep-
tember, a part of the army, accompanied
by the General himfelf, and ' Brigadiers
Monckton and Murray, were embarked in
flat-bottomed boats : they fell down the
river with the tide, undifcovered by the
enemy, and landed within a league of Cape
Diamond, an hour before break of day; the
thips, with admirable fkill, preferving a com-
munication with them.

The troops had a very fteep, high fhore
to afcend, thickly covered with boughs and
ftumps of trees, and guarded by Canadians.
and Indians, who fired upon them: never-
thelefs, they fcrambled up by the help of the
boughs, and, difperfing the enemy, fecured
the landing of the remainder of the troops,
which was committed to the care of Briga-
dier Townthend.

Soon after the whole army was landed,
General Wolfe had the. fulsfa&xon of per-
ceiving that Montc:alm -had  quitted  his
ftrong holds, and was crofling Charles river

with
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with the apparent defign of giving him bat«
tle; whereupon the General. immediately
formed his line, and advanced; to meet him:
Some bufhes in the enemy’s front were
lined with 1500 Indians and Canadians,
the beft markfmen in the French army:
thefe kept up an irregular, but galling fire
on the Englith, who, notwithftanding, . re-
ferved their own till they were within. 40
yards of the enemy’s main body, which then
forely felt its dreadful effects, and, not be-
ing able to withftand the fhock of the Eng-
lith, who foon after rufthed on with their
bayoncts, were forced to feek refuge, by a
precipitate retreat to the town.

. Glorious -as this victory was, it was dear-
ly obtained, not on account of the number
of men flain, which were only 57, butbe-
caufe one of that number; after receiving
three wounds, was the General himfelf; in
whom. . concentered every qualification of a
true hero,. and who was, -confequently,
the admiration, not only of the foldiery,:
but of thd Englifh at large. ‘The wounded

amounted:
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amounted to 588, among whom was Briga-
dier-general Monckton, the fecond in com-
mand, who received .a mufket-ball a few
minutes after Wolfe was carried off : fo
that at the clofe of the aétion the command
devolved on Brigadier Townfhend. The
lofs of the French was {uppofed to be 1500
men, Montcalm, their general, waskilled
in the aétion, and their fecond in command
died on board the Englith fleet.—The
fiege was commenced by General Town-
fhend, with the conduét of an experienced
officer ;. and on the 18th the garrifon capi-
tulated, marching out with the honours of
war, in order to be fent to France. The
Englith troops took poffeffion ; 5000 of
whom were left to maintain the place, under
the command of Brigadier Murray.

*T'was well the heroifm of Wolfe funk
not under his difappointment in not being
joined before Quebec by General Ambherft,
according to the plan of operations before-
mentioned. Through a variety of unfore-
feen delays, it was the 2ift of July before
the latter could get his forces. acrofs Lake

George,
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George, and appear before Ticonderoga,
where Abercrombie had been repulfed the
preceding year: but the fort was now ap--
proached with fuch firmnefs, precaution,
and fkill, that the enemy, afterdamaging
the works, abandoned it. Col. Town-
thend, however, loft his life by a cannon-
ball, as he was reconnoitring. This acqui-’
fition was followed by that of Crown-Point,
which the French (whatever might be the
reafon of it) alfo deferted, even before the
Englifh army, had moved from Ticonde-
roga. The General immediately fent 200
rangers to fecure the poft, and foon after
followed with the main body; and there he
wintered, the feafon not permitting him to
proceed further,

General Prideaux having been joined in
due time by the Provincials, and 1100 In-
dians under Sir William Johnfon, the ex-
pedition againft Niagara was undertaken by
them with fuccefs, By the i1g9th of July-
they were advanced within 140 yards of
the covered way ;" but a fad accident now
happened : General Prideaux, through the

careleffnefs
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careleflnefs of his own gunner, was unfor-
tunately killed, by a cohorn-thot, as he
was walking in the trenches, Sir William
Johnfon immediately acquainted General
Amberft with this misfortune, who difpatch-
ed Brigadier-general Gage to take the com-
mand; but, before he arrived, Sir William
had compelled the garrifon to furrender
themfelves prifoners of war, having previ-
oufly intercepted and defeated a reinforce-
ment of near 2000 men, on which the French
much depended. The Englifh took poffef-
fion on the 25th of July.

Early in the year 1760, 12,600 French
(regulars and Canadians), with 4oo Indians,
under the ecommand of the Chevalier de Le-.
vi, made an attempt to recover Quebec,
and worfted Governor Murray, whofe corps
was reduced by death and ficknefs to 3000
men, in an action on the 28th of April;
neverthelefs, an the arrival of a Britifh na-
val force before ‘the town,. the enemy raifed:
the fiege in the night of the 16th of May
with fuch precipitation, as to leave 34 can-:

non,
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non, 6 mortars, all their_ field-equipage,

provifions, &sc. &c. behind them,
General Amherft alfo refumed the opera-
tions he was obliged to leave incompleat the
preceding year. On the 1oth of Auguft
hé embarked at Ofwego ; and, having taken,
Swegatchie on the 17th, L’Ifle Royale on
the 23d, and L’Ile Perrott on Sept. 4, he
landed and encamped before Montreal on
the 6th. The next morning, the Gover-
nor, the Marquls de Vaudreuil, fent pro-
pofals of. capitulation to him, which were
returned with fuch alterations as the Mar=
quis would fain have had retracted;
but the Englith General was refolute, and
the garrifon was forced on the 8th to lay-
down their arms, and engage not to ferve
that war. - To refift would have been mad-
nefs ; for, during the negociation, General
Murray arrived with his troops from Que-
bec, and Col. Haviland, with his corps,
from the Ifle aux Noix, as if to be witnefles
of this. coup de grace to Gallic power in Ca-
nada 3 which country was entirely ceded to
: ‘ Great-
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Great-Britain at the peace concluded in
1763.%

We are now come to the period which
thould prefent to our readers view the me-
lancholy fcene of thofe unhappy differences:
which have arifen between the Mother-
Country and the chief of her American Co-
lonies ; but they are too recent and well-
known to need recital, and are likewife be-
yond the compafs and defign of our under-
taking. We fhall only obferve, that we
deeply lament the rife and progrefs of this
unnatural conteft, and fincerely with that
our King and- legiflators may be infpired
with wifdom, in aid of their councils, fo
that they may be able to avert the impend-
ing ruin which. threatens us on "all fides,

and’

*-During this war, the following fums were voted
by.parliament to the Colonies,. towards reimburfing:
their expences. :

In1756,  =— @ —— 115,000(,
Y757 — —_— 50,000
March, 1760, — — 200,000
Jan.. 1761, ——— = 200,000
P iy, .

§65,000"
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and reftore peace and commerce to Great-
Britain and her Colonies, upon a folid and
permanent foundation.

We fhall, therefore, conclude this epi-
tome of the hiftory of New-England with
a few particu]ars relative to the inhabitants,
religion.- crade, 8cc. of this country, before
the commencement of the prefent hoftilities.

 The inhabitants of Maffachufets-bay are
computed to amount to 400,000 fouls,
80,000 of whom are capable of bearing
arms. They are become much more -libe-
ral in fentiment than they were formerly,
when all their moral notions were derived
from the books of Mofes. The gentry of
both fexes are by no means deftitute of good-
nature and hofpitality ; butthefe good qua-
lities are always accompanied with fuch an
air of ftiffnefs and referve, as cannot fail to
mar the pleafing effects which otherwife
would refult from them. The women are
well-featured, with fair complexions, but
have bad teeth. The lower clafs of people
are equally formal, yet inquifitive, in regard
to
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to flrangers, to a degree of impertinence
fcarcely to be borne with*..

The eftablithed religion is a refinement
upon:that of the Independents, the profef-
fors of it fiyling themfelves Congregationa-
lifts : however, there are great numbers of
people of other perfuafions, particularly of

the

# The following account of a remarkable cuftom
in vogue amongft fome of them is given by a writer of
credit, who was in Maffachufets-bay in 1760 :— A
very extraordinary method of courtfhip is fometimes
pratifed amongft the lower people of this province,
and is called Tarrying. When a man is enamoured of
a young woman, and wifhes to marry her, he propo-
fes the affair to her parents (without whofe confent
no marriage in this colony can take place) : if they
have no obje&ion, they allow him to tarry with her
one night, in order to make his court to her. At
their ufual time the old people retire to bed, leaving
the young ones to fettle matters as they can ; who,
after having fate up as long as they think proper, get
into bed together alfo, but without pulling off their
under-garments, to prevent fcandal. If the parties
agree, it is all very well; the banns are publithed,
and they are married without delay: if not, they
part, and poflibly never fee each other again ; un-
“lefs, which is anaccident that feldom happens, the
forfaken fair-one prove pregnant, and then the man
is obliged to marry her, under pain of excommunica-
tion,”
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the church of England, whofe moderate
principles gain ground daily ; yet in Bofton
there are 13 or 14 meeting-houfes, and only

three churches
: ' ods
The Maflachufets im ortf;f‘)/gv .
« Holland,
from- Great B,,,,/“’E £y from oﬂ:ges

* 'The trade of the Colonies in general is laid under
fuch reftraint by Parliament as feems neceflary for the
advantage of Great-Britain. They are obliged by law
to land Spanifh and Portugal wines, &c. in England,
fubjet to duties for re-fhipping for America. The
exportation of hats, or woollen goods, ‘made in the
Colonies, is prohibited, even from one to the other ;
and they are forbid alfo to ere@ plating or flitting
mills, or fteel furnaces, to fecure their application to
the mother-country for the manufattures which re-
quire them.~—The enumerated goods, of the growtl,
produce, or manufaéture, of the Britith Colonies, viz.
tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, fuftic or other
'dying woods, molafles, hemp, copper.ore, beaver-fkins
or other furs, pitch, tar, turpentine, mafts, yards,
bowfprits, fugar, rice, coffee, pimento, cocoa-nuts,
whale-fins, raw filk hides and fkins, pot-athes, pearl-
athes,—are nat to be laden on board any veflel, until
the mafter, with one furety, give bond that the faid
goods fhall be landed in fome Britith colony, or in
Great-Britain, except rice, which may be exported to
the Southward of Cape Finifterre, and to foreign

plantations in America, on paynient of the duties, :{nd
obferving
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flaves from Africa, and fugars, coffee, and
molafies, from the Weft-Indies, With the
money they paid their creditors in England;
the fugars they exported to Holland; the
provxhoné\f“ca’ the flaves, lumber, and

goods to the nexghﬁoulnd‘es ; and thedry

pey

to this traffic, that they built annﬂﬁﬁf, Add

number of veffels, which they loaded Wit
{alt-fith, whale-bone, fith-oil, pitch, and tar;
and, having difpofed of the cargoes, fold
the fhips likewife. They have a few other
manufactures, of which fpirits, iron, and
beaver-hats, are the chief. Throughout
the colonies they attempt to make woollens;.
but whilft their wool continues as coarfe and

as

obferving certain regulations prefcribed by law ; alfo
fugar, to the Southward of Cape Finifterre, in like
manner, Nor are the non-enumerated goods, viz. all
other goods and commodities of the growth, produce,
or manufacture, of the Britifh Colonies, to be laden
on board any veflel, until bond is given by the mafter,
and one furety, that the faid goods fhall not be carried
to any part of Europe Northward of Cape Finifterre,
unlefs to Great-Britain -or Ireland, except lumber,
which may be landed in the Madeiras, the Weftern
Iflands, or any part of Europe Southward of Cape
Finifterre, on giving bond as above.
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as fhort as at prefent, they will never bring
them to any tolerable degree of perfe&ion,—
Here was little paper-money. *

The people of Conneicut, who amount
to about 192,000,% are remarkably induf-
trious; and, in proportion to their extent
of country, export great quantities of lum-’
ber, fo far as that meafs barrel and hog-
fhead ftaves and heading, hoops, clift-
boards, and tfhingles of cedar; and the
markets in fome of the other colonies are
much indebted to this for their fupply of
butter, beef, mutton, pork, wheat, and
Indian corn. The flate of religion is
much the fame here as In the former

province.
New-

* There is a mint at Bofton, which was ereGed in
1652, for coining fhillings, fix-pences, and three-
peaces, to prevent fraud in money; but this pro-
ceeding making one of the complaints of Charles 1I.
againft the Colony, it was difcontinued.

+ The eftimates given in this publication of the
number of fouls in the feveral provinces of New-
England, New-York, New- Jerfey, Penn(ylvan?a, Ma-
ryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, were made in Con~
grefs, in Septenber, 1774,
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New-Hampthire fupplied the royal navy
with mafts, yards, {pars and oars, and con-
fequently was of no mean afliftance to Great
Britain in maintaining her fovereignty of
the fea. The inhabitants are eftimated at
150,000, and are -of divers religions, that
of the Congregationalifts being eftablithed.
The Society for the Propagation of the
Gofpel have two miffionaries there, Mafts,
{pars, &c. fhips (to the amount of 200 a
year) cattle, fith, &c. -are their chief exports.
The paper currency is extremely bad, .at
2500 per cent. difcount. .

No religion is eftablithed among the in-
habitants of Rhode-Ifland, but all are tole-
rated. The Society fend four miffionaries.
The private people are faid to be cunning,
felfih, and much given to illicit trading;
the magiftrates partial and corrupt; which
is owing to the democratxcal conftitution of
the province, whereby they are totally de-
pendent on the populace. The number of
the inhabitants is about 59,678, and their
commerce is much the fame as the Mafia-
chufets, except that they build few or no

thips,
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thips, and export very little falt-fith: but
their horfes are 'much coveted by the other
colonies, They have very ‘few manufac-
tures ; {perma-ceti candles is one. of the
chief. Their paper currency is as bad as
that of New-Hampfhire.

The value of Britith and India commo-
dities annually imported into New-England
was nearly 395,000l. and the exports to
Britain, were eftimated at 370,500l. . The
trade of this country was greater formerly 3
but two capital branches, viz. thip-building
and the fithery, have been upon the decline
for fome years.

Or NEW-Y ORK.

THE celebrated Hndfon (of whom we
have before fpoken in our account of New-
Britain) was the firft European who explored
-this part of North- America; which he did
in the'year 1608, difcovering and giving his
own name to the great river that ftill bears
it. By his means the Dutch got footing
‘here ;- and though their plantations were

deftroyed



152 NEW-YORK

deftroyed by Sir Samuel Argal about the
year 1613, they, neverthelefs, not only kept
pofieflion of the country, but alfo re-efta-
blithed their fettlements, built a city which
they called New-Amfterdam, and became a
flourithing colony under a Governor. King
James 1. complained of this ufurpation to
the States, who difclaimed the proceeding,
afcribing it folely to their Weft-India Com-
pany : whereupon James, calling the coun-
try New-Albion, fent Edward Langdon thi-
ther as Governor, to whom the intruders
thought proper to fubmit; but during the
civil wars of Charles . which afforded them
too favourable an opportunity, they refumed
their own authority, and afterwards over-
ran the neighbouring territories, fince called
New-Jerfey and Counties on Delaware, but
then occupied by the Swedes, who were
conftrained to fubmit to them in 1655. To
thefe territories the Dutch then gave the
common appellation of Nova Belgia, or the
New Netherlands, and maintained their
authority in them till the year 1664, when a
war beginning to break’out, they were fur-

rendered
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rendered to a force fent againft them by
Charles II.  On this event the capital city
of New-Amfterdam exchanged its name for
New-York, in honour of James, Duke of
York, to whom Charles had granted the
New Netherlands: and thefe countries were
confirmed to the Englith by the peace of
Breda, in 1667, in lieu of Surinam, which
the Dutch had taken from them.

In the war of 1672, the Dutch recovered
the New Netherlands; but, being reftored
by the peace concluded at Weftminfler in
Feb. 1673-4, they were again granted to
the Duke of York, who difpofed of New-
Jerfey, but retained the country of New-
York to himfelf, which confequently vefted
in the Crown on his acceflion to the fove-
reignty, and fubfequent abdication, It has
fince continued a royal province, the King
appointing the Governor and Council, and’
the people chufing a Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, which they do every feven years. In
them is vefted the entire legiflative power;
each branch having a negative: their laws,
however, muft have the King’s approba-

I tion,
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tion,. and not be repugnant to thofe of
Great-Britain. '

Many Negroes are imported into this pro-
vince. The whole number of the people is
fuppofed to be 250,000, great part of whom
are defcended from the Dutch, who remained
in it after its fubjection to the Englith; but
here are alfo numbers’ of different origins, as
may be inferred from the following account
of the places of worthip in the city of New-
York: 3 for perfons of the church of
England ; 3 for Dutch Prefbyterians; 2 for
Englith Prefbyterians ; 1 for Scotch Pref-
byterians ; 2 for German Calvinifts ;—the
Lutherans, French refugees, Quakers,
Baptifts, Moravians, Methodifts, and
Jews, have 1 each fe&. In the whole
province there are fix churches, the religion
of the church of England being eftablithed
‘throughout, A fine college has lately been
ere&ed, and is called King’s-college,

Moft of the inhabitants of New-York are
‘traders 3 and if it be poflible to give fo
mixed a people any general charaéeriftics,
theirs are induftry and frugality : neverthe-

lefs,
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lefs, the genteeler fort amufe themfelves
with_balls and fleighing expeditions in the -
winter, and form fithing parties, and make
excurfions into the country, in fummer,
On Eaft river, near New-York, are feveral
houfes, pleafantly fituated : here, once or
twice a week, thirty or forty ladies and gen-

. tlemen have turtle-feafts, fithing and amu-
fing themfelves till the evening ; when they
return home in Italian chaifes;* a gentle-
man and lady in each. About three miles
from New-York there is a bridge, over
which, as they pafs, it is a part of the eti-
quette for the gentleman to falute his char-
gée ; whence the bridge is called Kiffing-
bridge. Long-Ifland teems with the villas
and country-houfes of the wealthy.

The exports of this colony, which are
confiderable, confift chiefly of grain, flour,
pork, fkins, furs, pig-iron, lumber, and

I2 ftaves,”

* The carriage moft in fafhion in this and other
parts of America, - except Virginia, where coaches;
drawn by fix horfes, are chiefly ufed.
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ftaves. Thofe to Great-Britain only, before

the prefent difturbances, were faid 'to
amount annually to 526,000l. and the im-
ports from the fame were not lefs than
531,000l. Their moft material manufac-
atures are, a fmall quantity of cloth, fome
linen, hats, fhoes, and other wearing-ap-
parel 5 glafs, wampum, * refined fugars,
and rum: they alfo build fome fhips.
The difference of exchange between curren-.
cy and billsis from 40 to 80 per cent.

Or NEW-JERSEY.

THE firft European fettlers in this tract

of North-America were Swedes, but on
their formal {urrender of it to the-Dutchin
1655, the latter called’it, together with
New-

* The money of the Indians. It is made of the
clamathel!, which is like a thick oyfter-fhell, and pur-
ple and white within. When clipped to a proper fize,
itisdrilled, and afterwards ground finooth, apd po-
lihed.  As.a very finall part of the fhell is purple,
tke wampum of this colour is by much the moft
valuable,
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New-York, the New Netherlands. We
have already related, in our account of
New-York, that the territories {0 named
were reduced by Charles I, in 1664. Oa
this event, the Duke of York, (afterwards
James 11.) to whom the fame had been
previoufly granted, difpofed of that portion
we are now treating of, to Lord Berkeley
of Stratton and Sir George Carteret, from
which laft gentleman it received the name
- of New-:Jerfey, his family eftate lying in
the ifland of Jerfey. The New Nether-
lands were ratified .to the Englith by the
treaty of Breda in 1667, and L.ord Berke-
ley affigned his fhare in New-Jerley over to
others ; and thefe new proprietors had
agreed upon a partition with Sir George,
when the Dutch, in 1673, recovered the
country : however,. it being teftored to
the Englith in Feb. 1673-4; freth grants
paffed, firlt from the King to the Duke of
York, and afterwards from him to the for-
mer proprietors 3 whereupon New-Jerfey
was divided into two portions, denominated
Eaft and Weft Jerfey, Sir George poflefling

I3 . the
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the former. Both diftri&s in time devolved
into many hands, and various diffentions
and difturbances fprung up : neverthelefs,
the proprietors, though not without tem-
porary interruptions, maintained their au-
thority till the year 1703 ; when, it hav--
ifig been judged by them expedient to fur-
render their right of governmg to Queen
Anne, the two propnetary became united
into one royal government; the Governor
and Council being nominated by the
Crown, and the Reprefentatives by the peo-
ple. Each branch has a negative. The
General Affemblies are held at Perth-Am-
boy and Burlington alternately, at the lat-
ter of which places the Governor generally

refides. :
There is no eftablifhed religion in this
province; but the Society have fix miffio-
naries here ; and, amidft the different per-
fuafions, the church of England gains pro-
felytes daily. Here are 22 churches, 57
Englifh and Scotch Prefbyterian meeting-
houfes, 22 Dutch, 39 Quakers, 22 Bap-
tifts,
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tifts, 7 Lutheran, 1 Moravian, 1 Separa-
tifts, and 1 Rogereens meeting-houfe,

The New-Jerfey-men, are truly gentle-
men farmers, living upon their eftates ;
and are good-natured, hofpitable, and of a
liberal turri of mind. There are fuppoled
to be 130,000 fouls in this province, (Ne-
groesincluded, of whom there is a greater
or lefs number in all the colonies.)

New-Jerfey, though efteemed the garden
of North-America, has no foreign trade,
the inhabitants felling its producions to the
merchants of Philadelphia and New-York,
of whom they take European articles 'in
return. Their papér is at about 70 per
cent. difcount, but in very good repute.

OrFr PENNSYLVANTIA.

ADMIRAL Sir William Penn, in con-
fideration of his national fervices, and (as’
fome fay) of a debt due to him from the
Crown, obtained a promife of this-country
from Charles 1. but lived not to fee it ful-

14 filled.
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filled. After fome time, . his fon, William
Penn, the famous Quaker, finding his {pi-
ritual brethren harraffed in every part of
England on account of their religion, ftre-
nuoufly applied to Court for the grant pro-
mifed to his father ; which,  with many fo-
licitations, he obtained in 1681, and pur-
chafed the country of the Indians. The
{lip of land now called the Three Lower
Counties on Delaware was not included- in
the above grant, but purchafed by Mr.
Penn of James, Duke of York; and the
county of Bedford, lying Weftward of the
mountains on the Ohio, was bought of the
Indians known by the fiame of the Six Nati-
ons no longer ago than the year 1768, and
fettled in 1771.

On being granted, the country received
the name of Pennfylvania, in honour of the
proprietor, whofe excellent charaer and
plan for forming his colony drew after him
not only great numbers of Quakers, but
alfo many other perfons of different religi-
ous petfuafions, infomuch that upwards of
2000 accompdnied him on his firft going

over ;
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over 3 and, whether for the fake of religi-
oh or commercial advantiges, people after-
wards continued to flock to him, as well
from other nations as England : for civil
and religiots . liberty, in the moft liberal
fenfe, was the great foundation of this
wife man’s inftitutions 3 and Chriftians,
without exception, weré allowed to fhare
in the government,~which is proprietary,
and confifts of'a Governor, appointed, with
the King’s approbation, by the proprietor,,
and a Houfe of Reprefentatives. chofen by
the people, 'The Three Lower Counties,,
viz. Newcaftle, Suffex, and Kent, have a
diftin& Affembly and government; for,
though the fame Governor prefides over
both, the membets of the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives are different, and are eleced folely
by thefe thtee counities.

Pennfylvania, including the Delaware
Counties, is fuppofed to centain 350,000
*fouls, of various nations indeed, but with
fewer Negroes among them than might be
expeted. They are not fo hofpitable to
firangers as the generality of the other colo-

I 5 nies ;.
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nies; but they are frugal, induftrious, and
the moft enterprizing of any. The women
are gay, very handfome, and much more
accomplifhed than the men. Dancing is
here a favourite amufement in winter ; and,
when {now is upon the ground, another
ufual diverfion is to make fleighing-parties,
or to go upon it in fledges. In the fum-
mer, parties of pleafure are alfo formed
for-recreation in the country, or upon the
Schuilkill, * )

No particular religion is eftablithed in
this province; all fecs that believe in God
are tolerated : but a fifth part of the inha-

bitants

#* A fociety of 16 ladies and the fame number of
gentlemen, of the beft families in the province, meet
ance a fortnight upon the banks of the Schuilkill,
where they have ere@ed a very pleafant room; to dine
and drink tea in. A number of pleafant walks are
about it; and fome wild and rugged rocks, the river,
and nyigl‘bouring groves, confpire to form a fcere at
once romantic and beautifully picturefque. The la~
dies drefs in a neat and fimple uniform. Boats and
fillhing-tackle are at hand ; and: the company delight
themfelves either with going upon the water, fithing,

walking, dancing, {inging, &c, &c..as is moft agreeable
10 them.
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bitants are Quakers. Twelve clergymen
are maintained here by the Society for pro-
pagating the Gofpel: fome of them are
itinerant miffionaries. In the city of Phila-
delphia there are two churches, one Swedith,
and- one Romifh chapel, three Quakers
meeting-houfes, two Prefbyterian, one Lu-
theran, one Dutch Calvinift, one Anabaptift,.
and one Moravian meeting-houfe.

Before the prefent commotions, the peo-:
ple built annually 25 veflels, and exported
provifions of all kinds, lumber, hemp, flax,
flax-feed, iron, furs, and deer-fkins, to the:
annual amount of 705,500l. and the value.
of .their imports from Britain was. about:
611,000l .- The difference of exchange be--
tween bills and the currency of this province-
is about 75 per cent. The manufaétures.
are numerous and. good: better hats are:
made._ here than in Europe ;. fome: Irith- fet.
tlers make good. linen ;. and Germantown:
thread. ftockings are: highly admired:. con-
fiderable alfo are the manufa&ures.of cord-
age, Iinfeed-'oil; ftarch, myrtle-wax, . {perma-.” .
ceti candles, foap, earthen ware, &ec. &c.

Or
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Or MARYL AND.

RELIGION of one fort or other
appears to have been a main fpring of
Englith colonizing in America: News
England, it has already been fhewn, owes
its eftablifhment to the Brownifts and the
Puritans, and Pénnfylvania to the Quakers;
that of Maryland originated from the Ro-
man Catholics. Thefe people being gene-
“rally difliked towards the clofe of the reign
of Charles I. George Calvert, Lord Balti-
more, obtained the promile of a grant of
this country as an afylum for them; but
he dying before the patent was.fully made
eut, it was finifhed in the behalf of his fon,
Cecilius, Lord Baltimore, in 1632, Ac-
cordingly, the year following, about 200
Papifts (moft of them of reputable families)
embarked to take pofleflion of this new
territory, to which was given the nanse of
Maryland, in honour of Hentietta-Maria,
King Charles’s Queén. They purchafed
o the
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the lands of the Indians; and, it is faid,
that, in the firft two years, Lord Baltimore
expended 40,0001l in tranfporting people
over thither, and furnithing the colony with
ftores and provifions.  Olivet Cromwell
deprived Lord Baltimore of his rights, and
appointed a new Governor in his room.’

At the Reftoration, Charles, Lord Balti-
more, fon to Cetilius, obtained a confirma-
tion of the grant, and next year fent over
his fon Charles as Governor, on whom both
the title and eftate afterwards devolved, and
by whofe wife regulations the colony flou-
rithed and increafed exceedingly. In the
teign of James II. it was again in agitation
to deprive the Baltimote farnily of their
rights; but the meafure was prevented by
that Monarch’s own -troubles. It fo far
took place, however, at the Revolution, as
that they were divefted of the power of go-
verning, on account of their being Romar
Catholics; but after the family profefied the
Proteftant Religion, they were reftored to
their former authority.

The
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The late Lord Baltimore, who died in 1771,
bequeathed his property in Maryland, in
tail male, to Henry Harford, Efq; a mi-
nor.

A Governor, and Council of 12 perfons,
under and nominated by the Proprietor
(whofe power is next to regal,) together
with a Houfe of reprefentatives elected by
the people, conflitute the government of
this province at prefent. The Proprietor
claims a negative upon every bill, exclufive
“of the Governor.

The number of fouls in Maryland is
eftimated at 320,000. The eftablifhed re-
ligion is that of the church of England, to
the fupport of whofe clergy every titheable,
(that is, every male white, and all Negroes
whatfoever, from. 156 to 60) in their refpec-
tive parifhes, muft contribute 301b. of
tobacco, whereby fome make more than
gool. ferling per annum : neverthelefs,’
there are as many Roman Catholics as
Proteftants,

Maryland is exprefsly exempted from.taxa-
tion by charter. The difference of exchange.

between
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between paper-money and currency in this
province is about 50 per cent.

For particulars refpedting the trade of
this country, we refer the reader to the
following account of Virginia; wherein he
will alfo be enabled to judge of the people
of Maryland by what is faid of the Virgini-
ans, there being little or no difference be-
tween them in point of character.

Or VIRGINIA.

THE firft fettlement which the Englith
made on the other fide of the vaft Atlantic
was in this part of the American continent,
but not without great toil and difficulty.
Several attempts were made under the di-
rections of Sir Walter Raleigh, in confe-
quence - of letters patent he obtained in
1584, authorifing him < to poffefs, plant,
« and enjoy, for himfelf and fuch perfons
« 25 he fhould nominate, themfelves, and
«¢ their fucceffors, all fuch lands, territories,
o &c, as they fhould difcover, not in the

« pofleflion
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s« poffeflion of dny Chriftian nation.” Theé
country was called Virginia, in compliment
to the Virgin-Queen Elizabeth ; a name
which from thence became comraon, for a
time, to a large portion of North- America:
but partly from the extreme difficulty of the
undertaking, and partly from the inatten-
tion paid to Sir Walter’s orders, his en-
deavours failed ; as did fome attempts
made, with his permiffion, by other perfons, .
the adventurers perifhing either through
famine, difeafe, or the ferocity of the Indi-
ans..* In another enterprize, which was
fét on foot by a Society incorporated by.
James 1. in 1606, deriominated the London
Company, (as weé havé mentidned in oiif
account of New-England,) the people, hdv-
ing been reduced by the famé means to a
{iall, feeble number, had, in defpair, actu-
ally fet fail on their return to England in
1610, when, niteting Lérd Delaware, in
the mouth of Chefapéék~bay, with a fqud-
dfol
# The feveral attempts of Sit Walter Raleigh were
made 4t places'now withih the fimits of Noith-Caro-
lina,
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dron laden with provifions and all neceffa-
ries, they were perfuaded to difembark
again, and renew their -endeavours; which
being affited by the Earl’s advice, pru-
dence, and winning behaviour, the colony
was at length fettled, and put on a refpe@a-
ble footing. They built the firft town the
Englith had in the New World, which they”
called James town. The colony. increafed -
greatly, and, during the fubfequent civil
wars in the mother-country, afforded refuge
to many of the royalifts; and, under-the
government of Sir William Berkeley, held
out for the King, until reduced rathér by
ftratagem than force. As it was the laft
to fubmit to the Oliverian yoke, fo it was
the firft to caft it off ; and Charles II, was
‘proclaimed King by Sir William in Vir-
ginia, even before he was reftored in Eng-
land. " About the year 1676, a young
lawyer, named Bacon, taking advantage of
fome difcontents which prevailed in the co-
lony, excited the common people to a rebel-
lion, but by his timely natural death tran-
quillity was foon re-eftablifhed.

' At
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At firft; the right of jurifdi&tion over this
province was exercifed by a Governor and
Council only, appointed by the London
Company; but in the year 1620 it was
thought advifeable to add a third branch,
to be compofed of Burgefles, elected by the
people. In 1626, however, great diforders

“having arifen through mal-adminiftration,
Charles I.. diffolved the Company, and
took the country and government under
his own immediate direction, by appointing
the Governor and Council himfelf ; and this
conftitution has been fince preferved, each
of the three branches having a negative
on all laws propofed, and the King’s appro-
bation being neceffary to render them per-
manent. 'The Governor is generally a no-
bleman. T

The eftablifhed religion is that of the
church of England ; and the clergy, who
are under the control of a fuperintendent
fent by the Bifhop of London, have each a
glebe of two or three acres of land, 2 houfe,
"and a falary fixed by law of 16,000 wt. of

tobacco, with an allowance of 1700 more
for
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er fhrinkage. Here are but few Dif-
fenters.

The people in Virginia are computed to
be 650,000, a great part of whom are Ne-
groes and other flaves,—We fhall fpeak of
them in the words of a Rev. Gentleman,
obferving, with him, that general characters
are always liable to many exceptions.—
¢ The climate and external appearance of
the country,” fays he, ¢ confpire to make "
them indolent, eafy, and good-natured ;
extremely fond of fociety, and much given
to convivial pleafures. In confequence of
this, they feldom fhew any fpirit of enter-
prize, or expofe themfelves willingly to fa-
tigue. Their authority over their flaves
renders them vain and imperiqus, and intire
ftrangers to that elegance of fentiment which
is fo peculiarly chara&erﬁhc of refinéd and
polithed nations. *. ~Their ignorance of

mankind,

* ¢ A gentleman fome years ago travelling upon
the frontiers of Virginia, where there are few fettle-
ments, was obliged to take up his quarters one evens=
ing at a miferable plantation ; where, exclufive of a
Negro or two, the family confifted of 2 man and his

2 wife,
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mankind, and of learning, expofes them fo
many errors and prejudices, efpecially in
regard to Indians and Negroes, whom they
fcarcely confider as of the human {pecies s
fo it is almoft impoflible, in cafes of vio-
lence, or even murder, committed upon
thofe unhappy people, by any of the plan-
ters, to have the delinquents brought to
juftice : for either the grand jury refufe to
find the bill, or the petit jury bring in their
verdi@, not guilty. The difplay of a cha:
racer thus conflituted will naturally be in
ads of extravagance, oftentation, and a dif-
regard of ceconomy. . . . . The women até,
upon the whole, rather handfome, though
not to be compared with our fair' country-
women in England, They have but few
advantages, and confequently are feldom

accomplithed ;

wife, and oné daughter about 16 years of age, Being
fatigued, he prefently defired them to fhew him where
he was to fleep ; accordingly-they pointed to a bed in
a corner of the room where they were fitting. The
geritleman wasa little embarraffed ; but, being excel-
fively weary, he retired, half undreffed himfelf, and
got into bed. After fome time the old gentleweman
came to bed to him, after her the old gentleman, and
latt of all the young lady.”
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accomplithed ; this, makes them referved,
and unequal to any interefting or refined
converfation, They are immoderately fond
of dancing. Towards the clofe of an_even-
ing, when the company are pretty well
tired with country-dances, it is ufual to
dance jigs; a practice ariginally borrowed,
I am informed, from the-Negroes. * Ex-
cepting thefe amufements, and; now- and
then a party of pleafure into: the woads.to
partake of .a. barbacue, the ladies chiefly
{pend their time in fewing. and taking care
of their families ; they feldom read, or en-
deavour to improve: their minds; however,
they are in general good haufewives; and
theugh they have not, I think, quite
fo much tendernefs and fenfibility as the
Englifh ladies, yet they make as good
wives,

# ¢« Thefe dances are without any method or regu-
larity : a gentleman and lady ftand up, and dance-about
the reom, one of . them retiring, the other purfuing,
then perhaps meeting, in an irregular fantaftical man-
ner. After {fome time, another lady gets up, and then
the firft lady mu#t fit down, fhe being, as they term
it, cut out: the fecond lady aéts the fame part which

the firft did, till fomebody cuts her out. The gentle-
men perform in the fame manner.”
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wives, and as good mothers, as any in the
world.”
' Virginia and Maryland, prior to the civil
war now moft unhappily prevailing, annu-
ally exported into Great-Britain, of tobacco
alone, to the value of 768,000l. that is, at
"8l each, to the number of 96,000 hogf-
heads. About 13,500 of thefe ferved for .
home confumption, yielding, by a duty of
26l. 1s. per hogfhead, 351,675, to the
revenue: the remaining 82,500 our mer-
chants exported to the different countries
of Europe, and returned their value ‘into
the kingdom. The benefits of this fingle
branch of commerce, therefore, cannot but
firike every one, efpecially if the additional
national advantages be confidered, viz. that
it employed 330 fail of fhips, and was a
conftant nurfery for near 4000 feamen ! But
this was not all: thefe provinces traded in
other articles,=—naval ftores, wheat, Indian
corn, and iron in pigs and bars, &c. which
being added to the ‘tobacco, the whole a-
mount of their exportation to “Great-Britain
-rofe to 1,040,000}, annually, and in return

they
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they took of Britifth manufa&ures to the
value of 865,000l

OrFr tue CAROLIN A’s,

THESE countries, notwithftanding the
Englith right to them derived from Cabot’s
difcovery, were formerly claimed by the
Spaniards as part of Florida, which name
they would fain have extended to the whole
continent of America North of Mexico.
The lands, however, lay negle@ed till the
year 1562, when a party of French hugo-
nots attempted a fettlement, built Charles-
Fort at Port-Royal, and called the tertitory
Carolina, in honour of their King (Charles
IX.) Thefe were maffacred by fome Spa-
niards in 1564, and they, in turn, were
deftroyed by other Frenchmen in 1567,
who, neverthelefs, dropped their defign of
fettling there. At length, in 1663, the
Lords Clarendon, Albemarle, Craven,
Berkeley, and Afhley (afterwards Shaftef-
bury,) Sir George Carteret, Sir William
Berkeley, and Sir John Colleton, obtained

a grant
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a grant of thefe territories from Charles
11. and, by their united efforts, a colony
was founded, and regulated by laws which
employed the pen of the great Mr. Locke.
The firft town built was called Charles-
town, after the King’s name, The paten-
tees were ftyled Lords Proprietors, and
had a power of conferring fuch titles of
honour as they thought proper, provided
they were not the fame as were conferred
in England.  Accordingly, they appointed
one of their own number to- kold a pre-
eminence over the Governor, under the de-
nomination of Palatine, and created a few
Landgraves and Caciques, to anfwer to the
nobility of England.—But, notwithftanding
the extraordinary care taken to form their
{yftem of government upon a perfet plan,
the exercife of it was attended with the ut-
moft confufion and diftraction. Impolitic
and oppreflive adminiftration in fome of
the Governors, contention religious and
civil amongft the people, added to their
quarrels with the Indians, had, by the year.
1728, brought the province to the brink of

deftruction,
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deftru@tion, and the then proprietors fold
their interefts therein to the Crown for the
confideration of 22,500l. excepting John,
Lord Carteret (afterwards Earl of Gran-
ville,) who retaimed his fhare. On this
event, the country was divided into the two
diftricts of North and South Carolina, and
put under two diftin& royal governments,
on the fame plan as the others under the
King’s immediate authority ; and harmony’
being eftablithed, both amongft the people,
and with the Indians, fuccefs and profperity -
have fince crowned their proceedings.—The
eftablifhed religion is that of the church of
England. v

The Carolinians live in much the fame
eafy and luxurious manner as the Virgini-
ans. - The planters .are remarkably hof-
pitable towards ftrangers ; and perfons who
fall into diftrefs through :bad fuccefs or
misfortune fcarce ever fail of being re-
lieved by their liberality : fo that beggary
is- almoft unknown in thefe parts of the

world.
K There



218 NORTH-CAROLINA.

‘There are fuppofed to be 300,000 foulsin
NORTH-CAROLINA, -among{t whom
are great numbers of - Negroes -and other
flaves.—The taxables in 1773 were comput-
ed to amount to 64,060 : the number of
Negroes and Mulattoes about 10,000.
Exchange with Great-Britain 175). for 100l.
fterling. Legal intereft 6 per cent. per ann.
Bills returned protefted fubje&ted the draw-
ers, &c. to 15 per cent. re-exchange, and
10 per cent. intereft.—The commerce of
this country appears to have been negle&ted
very much, on a comparifon with that of
‘South-Carolina.—Its exports to Great-Bri-
tain, before the prefent troubles, fell fhort
of 100,000l. per ann. and its imports fcarce
rofe to more than 2o,ooof. Some trade,
however, was carried on with the Weft-
Indies.

In the year 1740, the number of white
inhabitants in Charles-town, SO U T H-
CAROLIN A,was 50303;—the number -
of Negro and other flaves, 6276 ; free Ne-
groes; Mulattoes, &c. 24. Exclufive of
the above in Charles-town, the Negro and

other
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other flaves amounted to 75,4523 free
Negroes, &c. 125. Great numbers have
been fince imported ; and the whole num-
ber of Negroes, Mulattoes, &c. nowin
the province, is fuppofed to be 120,000.
T}}e total number of fouls is eftimated by
the Congrefs at 225,000,

The trade of South-Carolina has hada
furprifing increafe,  In the year 1734, the
annual value of the exports was calculated:
at little more. than 100,000l. ferling : for
fome years paft they have amounted to half
a million flerling. Thofe to Great-Britain
only (confifting of native commaodities, for
which the reader is referred to the Table .
fubjoined), previous to the prefent ruinous
interruption, were reckoned at 395,000l
and the imports in return from hence at
365,000l. The remainder goes chiefly to
the Weft-Indies. Again, the number of
veflels cleared out in Charles-town, in 1734,
was 209 3 in 1736, 2173 in17%2, 4313
and in 1773, 507.— The exchange with
Great-Britain was 700l. currency for 100l
fterling ;—with Bofton, 541l 13s. 4d. for

Ka 100l
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100l. lawful money ;—with New-York, 400l
for 100l. New-York currency ;—with Phila-
delphia, 4331, 6s. 8d. for 100l. Pennfyl-
vania currency j—with Jamaica and Barba-
does, zool. for 100l. currency of each of
the faid iflands ;—with Antigua, St, Chrif-
topher, Grenada, &c¢. 400l. for 100l. cur-
sency of each of the faid iflands.—Bills of
exchange on Great-Britain, New-York,
and Philadelphia, were ufually drawn at 30
days fight : they were feldom drawn on any
of the other provinces, or any of the Weft-
India iflands. 'When returned protefted,
the drawers, &c. were fubjected to 15 per
cent, re-exchange, and 8 per cent intereft.
- The fums neceffary for defraying the an-
nual expences of gevernment are raifed by
a poll-tax on flaves and free Negroes, a tax
on land, value of town-lots and buildings,
monies at intereft or arifing from annuities,,
ftock in trade, and the profits of all facul-
ties and profeflions, the clergy excepted,
- faGorage and employment, and handicraft-
trades ;—which is called the} general tax. -
In the law paffed in 1768, to raife the fum
of 105,773, 9s. 6d. the proportions were
as
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as follow, ‘being.what are generally obfery-
~ ed, viz. flaves and free Negroes the head,
125. 6d.—lands the 100 acres, y2s. 6d.—
town-lots - and buildings, 6s. 3d. on
every 1aql. value :—monies, at - intereft,
6s. 3d. the rocl.—annuities, 25s. on every
100l —ftock in trade, -profits of faculties
and profeflions, &c. 6s. 3d. on every 100l..
The general tax colleted in 1769 was
14,1 991 15, 5d. and the laft ¢olleted,,
viz. in r79% was vo2,peil. 13 rrd.

The annual expences of government in.
1765 amounted to 151,317 gs. 3d. and in-
1768 ta 104,440l 19s. 3d. The ftipends.
of the eftablifhed clergy, parochial charges,
&c. amounting to: about: 18,000l. per ann.
are:not included in the ahove fums, being
charged. to: the general duty fund. The.
falary. of the: Chief-Juftice, Affiftant~
Judges, and. Attorney-General,  now make
an additiort of ‘15,400l. periannum ta the:
expences of gavernment:

In 1772, the produce of the feveral’
country-duties was 97,804l. 14s. 6d. but:
this was a larger fum than they had pro-
duced for fome years preceding : the in-

K 3 creafe:
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creafe arofe from the great number of Ne:
groes imported in that year.

The amount of the poor-tax raifed in’
Charles-town in 1769 was 7000l. the next
year-8000l. and in the two fucceeding years
goool. each year, The poor-tax is raifed
in the fame manner as the general tax.’

Or GEOR G 1A,

THIS tra& was originally included in
the grant of Carolina to the Lords Propri-
etors, but was re-united to the Crown by
a’'purchafe confirmed by a& of . Parliament
in 1728, as before related. In 1732, fe-
veral public-fpirited noblemen and gentle-
men, moved with the diftrefles of the poor,
and meditating their relief, by employing
fuch as were willing to labour in forming a
new fettlement in America, raifed a confide-
rable fubfcription, and obtained a charter
from George I1. for fettling a certain portion
of land (then a part of South-Carolina, but
unoccupied) in America, It was called
Georgia, from the name of his Majetty ;
and 1o,000l. was added by Government to

the
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_the ﬁi.bfcrr'iption, for the promotion of "the
undertaking.  The ‘grantees were ftyled
Truftees for eftablifhing the colony of
Georgia, The firft embarkation confifted
of 116 perfons, of various occupations, un-
der the condu& of General Oglethotpe';
and, as more money was fubfcribed, others
went over afterwards. By the year 1752
the colony had increafed to ‘upwards of
1000 perfons : when, from fome hardfhips
they fuffered under its proprietary govern-
ment, diffentions of all forts prevailed,
which threatened the ruin of the fettlement :
the Truftees, therefore, furrendered their
charter to the Crown; whereupon a pa-
tent pafled the great feal to inveft the King
and his fucceflors with all the properties,
powers, and privileges, before granted to
the body politic ; and under the new (royal)
government all grievances were redrefled.
The progrefs of the trade of Georgia,
fince the above event, will appear from the
following account of its exports during 23
years.
Year,
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Yeaar.  Veffels Sterl, Value| Wear, Veflels Sterl. Value
- cleared. of Exports, cleared. of Exports,

1750 8  f.2004|1762 5y £.27,021%
1750 11 381011763 92 47,551
1752 19 4841|1764 115 55,025
1753 23 640311765 148  73.426
1754 42 950711766 154 871,228
1755 52 1557441767 154 67,092
1756 42 16,766[1768 186 02,284
1757 44  15049/1769 181 86,480
1758 21 8613|1770 186 99,383
1759 48  12,604[1771 185 106,387
1760 .37 208521772 217 12L,6}7
1761, 45 158700 . .

. Of the exports in 1772, about, 20,000l
was from Sunbury, and the reft from: Sa-
vannah.

The number of white inhabitants is veny
uncertain,. The number of Negra and
other, flaves (wha were, not: allowed to be
kept under the proprietary. government)
is'fuppofed to be 14,000 5 that of free Ne-
groes, Mulattoes,-'&_c, very inconfiderable.

The fum granted in 1773, to defray the
expences of government for the three pre-
ceding years, was 5171l 155. 10d.}; to
raife, which, every 100 acres of land, and
every 18th flave,” was taxed 2s. 6d.—goods

imported,
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imported, 7s. 6d. per cent.—which are the
principal articles: other {maller articles were
taxed in proportion.

Exchange with Great—Bntam, 108} cur-
rency for 1ool. fterling. Bills returned
protefted fubjeted the. drawers, &c. to
15 per cent. re-exchange, and 8 per cent.
intereft.

Or FLORI1ID A
THE Spaniards were the firft Europeans
wha got foating in this country, and marked
their entrance into it (as was their cufton in
America) with violence and flaughter, undes
the command of Ferdinand Sota, abaut the
year 1514. According to their own hifto~
rians, there was in his army a large grey-
hound, called Brutus, whofe allowance was
equal to that of an archer; for he did
greater execution amang the Indians than
ten foldiers. At length, however, he was
thot by the infidels, and his death caufed. a
mourning throughout the army of . the
Chriftians, The territory, thus over-run,
cantinued in the pofleflion of the fpoilers,
without
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without their making farther fettlements
therein than feemed fufficient to "exclude
other nations, till the conclufion of the laft
war, in 1763, when they were obliged to
cede it to the Englith. By the King’s pro-
clamation of the yth of Oober, in the
fame year, it was divided into two colonies
or governments, under the names of Eaft
and Weft Florida ; and it is further fpeci-
fied, in the fame proclamation, that <« as
foon as the ftate and circumftances of the
faid colonies will admit thereof,” their
refpe&tive Governors ¢ fhall fummon and
¢ call General Affemblies within the faid
s governments, in fuch manner and form
«“as is ufed and dire¢ted in thofe colo-
“nies and provinces in America which
« are under the King’s immediate govern-
« ment.”
EAST-FLORIDA being a peninfula in
a great meafure furrounded by the fea, the
air is confequently cooler, and the rains
more frequent, than in the neighbouring
patts of the continent. It contains 12 mil-
lions of acres, which is about the fame quan-
tity
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tity as Ireland; has many lakes and rivers
abounding with fifh; and is worn, at its
fouthern extremity, by the a&ion of the wa-
ters, into a number of iflands, kéys, banks,
rocks, &c. As yet here are but a fmall
number of planters; but their commerce is
in a very promifing ftate : in 1770, they
received into their ports 50 floops, and fitted
out 523 and in 1772, they had ‘exported
'30,000 wt. of excellent indigo. Before the
acquifition of this country, the Englifh had
no fettlement which produced in any confi-
derable quantity the barilla or kali plant,
whereof are made pearl-athes, that enter
fo much into the manufatures of glafs,
foap, &c. ' The Governor is ‘aflifted by a
Council of nine perfons, but no Aflembly
has yet been called.

WEST-FLORIDA is feparated from
the former divifion by the river Apalachi-
cola: it is a long trac of upwards of 8o
leagues, inclofing feveral French fettlements
ceded with the reft to Great-Britain at the
laft peace, the people of which build a few
fhips, and cultivate rice, cotton, and indigo:
the cotton has only the fault of being too

fhort 3
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fhort; the indigo is more brilliant than that
of St. Domingo.” ‘The -inhabitants, in ge-
neral, amount to about 6000; but they in-
creafe rapidly, efpecially towards the Miffif-
fippi, where the planters are attracted by
‘the beauty of the country, the purity of the
air, and the neighbourhood of the Spaniards,
who are now in pofieflion of Louifiana.
Their trade, at prefent, feems confined to
furs, which they get from the Indians in
vaft abundance, and wood for building,
dying, &c. In 1768, their exports amounted
to 10,4951, the year following, to 10,806l
and, in 1770, 30.veflels entered their ports,
and they fitted out 41. The affairs of this
colony are at prefent adminiftered by a Go-
vernor and 12 Counfellors. It was divided
into two counties; but this law was re-:
pealed by the King:—and country-duties
were impofed, which were likewife repealed.
The charges of both governments are
defrayed by the mother-country, with whom
exchange is at par, Protefted bills fubje&t
the drawers to 15l. per cent. re-exchange,

and 8 per cent. intereft,
| A DESCRIP-






