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P R E F A C E.

As it is natural to fuppofe,1 that
among the Public there are' many
Grangers to ' British North-American
Hiftory, who, from the prefent in-
terefting juncture of affairs, wifh for
information concerning the rife, efta-
blilhment, and growth, of our Colo¬
nies in that part of the world ; to fa-
tisfy, therefore, the curioflty of fuch
perfons in thefe particulars, at an eafy
price, is the deflgn of the following
pages, wherein limple matters of faCt
are related with precifion, candour,
and impartiality. Obfervations and
reflections are not to be expected in fo
concife a publication: the reader is
left to make his own.

The



iv PREFACE.

The hiflory of the province of Maf-
fachufets-bay is, beyond comparifon,
of more magnitude and importance
than that of any of the other colonies;
and the reader will find that a large
proportion of room has been allotted
thereto, and fuch incidents fele&ed, as,

it is prefumed, cannot fail of affording
him competent ideas of the extraordi¬
nary fcenes in which the people of
that colony have, from their firft emi¬
gration, been continually interefted
and engaged.

The manner in which the annexed
Descriptive Table is printed,
prefents a firiking collective and com¬
parative view of the feveral countries j
and, amongft other ufeful purpofes, it
may ferve for a very proper compani¬
on to a Map : It has coft much pains,
and, the author hopes, will meet with
a favourable reception.



INTRODUCTION.

Of •tie Discovery of AMERICA
in general.

REVIOUS to entering on an hiftorical
account of the firlt fettlement and prefent
Rate of the Britifh Colonies in North-Ame-

rica, it feems incumbent on us to take a cur-

Tory view of the events which led to the
difcovery of that part, involved as it was in
the difcovery of America in general. Herein
we fhall be as brief as pofhble, omitting what¬
ever does not appear neceflary to perfpicuity.

Till the latter end of the fifteenth centu¬

ry, the whole known terreftrial world con*
filled only of the three great portions, Eu¬
rope, Afia, and Africa, together with their
appendages of iilands and adjacent feas.
The difcovery of the fourth portion is now
to be-invelligated. , .

A At



1 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

At this period, (viz. the latter end of the
15th century,) Chriftopher Columbus, a na¬
tive of Genoa, having conceived a notion of
the poflibility of failing to the Indies (the
traffic to which parts was then carried on
either through the inland parts of Afia, or
thro’Egypt and the RedSea, and was chiefly
engrofled by the Venetians) by a weftward
courfe,propofed the making fuch an attempt
to his countrymen, as the means of opening
a new avenue to commerce, wealth, and do¬
minion ; but his fcheme, Teeming to them to
be founded in abfurdity, was confequently
rejected. Columbus, confcious of the fupe-
riority of his own knowledge in the matter,
was not thus to be foiled; and, retiring from
his country in difguft, fucceffively repeated
his propofal to the courts of France, Eng*
land, and Portugal; all which, however,
looked upon it as too chimerical to be adopt¬
ed. Notwithftanding thefe mortifying dif-
appointments, which probably would have
overwhelmed the genius of any other perfon,
Columbus was ftill firmly perfuaded of the
pra&icability of his plan, and refolved to

propofe



AMERICA IN GENERAL. 3-

propofc it to the court of Spain: and here,
after a delay of eight years, his defign was
at length countenanced by the intereft of
Queen Ifabella, who raifed money on her
jewels to carry it into execution. Accord¬
ingly, in 1492, the adventurous CcKimbus
fet fail with three fhips.. In crofting the
Atlantic, his crew, full of apprehenfions of
danger in a vaft unknown ocean, efpecially
from the circumftance of the variation of the

compafs, which was now firft obferved,
broke out into a mutiny : happily, however,
it-fubfided, when, at thq end of thirty-three
days, they difcovered land, which proved to
be the Bahama Iflands. Thefe Columbus
at firft hoped to be a part of the Indies he
was in queft of (for, tho’ he poffibly had an
idea of the fpherical figure of the earth, he
was certainly ignorant of its dimenfions, and
confequently of the great fpace ftil! between
him and the wifhed-for country): but foon
finding his miftake, he fteered to the fouth-
ward, and fell in with Cuba and Hifpaniola ;
whence he returned to Spain, but not with¬
out fome famples of gold to be met with in

A 2, the



AMERICA IN GENERAL.4

the latter, and gaining a flight knowledge
of other iflands.

This profperous voyage procured Colum¬
bus, not only the moft honourable reception
and higheft applaufe, but aho a fpeedy
equipment of 17 fhips for a feconcj, in which
he eftablifhed a colony at Hifpaniola, and
difcovered Jamaica, Guadaloupe, and many
other iflands of the Weft-Indies.

But Columbus foon found that a continua¬
tion of fuccefs had excited a jealoufy among
the grandees of Spain, which was very un¬
favourable to the profecution of his defigns;
however., with much difficulty, he was ena¬
bled to undertake another expedition, where¬
in he flood, from the Canaries, for Tome
time, towards the fouth; then changed his
courfe diredlly weft, fuffering grievous heats
and heavy rains ; but a brifk gale fpringing
up carried him in feyenteen days to the Ifland
of Trinidad on the coaft of Guiana : which

palling, he was foon aftonifhed at, the violent
agitation of the water, joccafioned'by the tide
of the fea claflftng with the rapid current of
the river Oroonoco1, but failing forward, he

Gift
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firft came in fight of that continent, which,
was afterwards called, in general, America
or fometimes, on account of its magnitude,,
emphatically, The New World.

From the firft fucceftes of Columbus, all'
Europe, whioji refounded with the fame of
them, began to think that great man’s pro¬
ject was not totally a chimeraand the ava¬
rice of Henry VII. of England* who, as we
before intimated, declined to engage in fuch
an undertaking when propofed by Columbus,
now prompted him to be dabbling in adven¬
turous voyages alfo. Neverthelefs, according-
to his ufual fafe poticy, he was refolved not
to be too venturefome ; but granted a patent
to John Cabot, a Venetian, and his Tons *,
empowering them, with five fhips bearing
Englifh colours, to' difcover and take pof-
feflion of any countries, either in the eaft,
weft, or north, which before that time were
unknown to all Chriftians, refcrving to him-
felf a fifth1 part of the clear emoluments that
fhoiild arifej This happened in 1496; and,
in confequence, the eaftern coaft in general

* Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sancho.
A 3 of



6 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

of America, from latitude 34 deg, N. was
foon after difcovered, and, for a time, to¬
gether with the ifland which (till bears the
appellation, was called by the Englifh New¬
foundland. From the dilcoveries of the
Cabots, therefore, Great Britain derives her
claims in'America, where, next to Spain, (he
holds the moll confiderable poffdlions.

About 1498, Americus Vefpucius, a Flo¬
rentine, in a voyage, from Spain, explored
the coafls of Faria, Caracas, &c. to the
Gulph of Mexico; and (what, is very ex¬
traordinary) had the addrefs of appropriating
his own name to half the globe, though the
honour of the difcovery of it is undoubtedly
due to Columbus.

In 1500, Alvarez Cabral was driven on the
coafl of Brazil in a ftorm, as he was proceed-*
jng to the Eaft-Indies by the Cape of Good
Hope, which voyage was firft compleatly
made in 1497. He fet up a pillar, with the
arms of the King of Portugal on jt. But ‘
Brazil was foon after more fully difcovered by
Americus Vefpucius above-mentioned, who
had quitted the fervice of Spain in difgufl,

not
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nof thinking himfelf fufficiently rewarded,
and entered into that of Portugal.

The eaftern fide of the continent being,
difcovered, the Spaniards afterwards made
their way to the weftern, arnidfl millions of
Indians, by (laughter and devaluation, which.
Fernando Cortez began in-the conqueft of
Mexico. Hence they fpread themfelves over
the countries bordering on-the SoutlnSea,

To compleat our account of the difcovery
of this New World as far as yet made (for its
northernmoft parts are flill unknown), it only
remains to be mentioned, that, about 1520,
its fouthern extremity was firft difcovered by
Magellan, when, he failed thro’the flraight
ftill bearing his name into the South-Sea.

America at large is- fuppofed to contain
‘14,110,874 fquare miles, 60 to a degree;'
which are 3,342,051 more than Afia;
4,456,067 more than Africa; and 9,654,809
more than Europe.. It is divided by geogra*,
pliers into North and South, the ifthmus of
Panama, or Darien, which is about 300
miles long, and 60 broad in its narrowed:
part, joining the two huge malfes, which

A 4 feem



8 AMERICA IN GENERAL.

feem to balance each other. The north por¬
tion is at prefent entirely pofTefled by the
Englilh and Spaniards. The territories be¬
longing to the former conftitute the fubjedt
of the following pages; thofe of the latter
are called Louifiana, New Mexico, Mexico
or New Spain*, and California. In South
America the Spaniards poflefs Terra Firma,
Peru, Paraguay or La Plata, (where the Je-
fuits have been longfince eftablilhed),Chili,
and Terra Magellanica (yet unfettled); the
Dutch and French, Guiana; and the Portu-
guefe, Brazil: befides thefe, there is a large
country called Amazonia, but as yet Eu¬
ropeans are very little acquainted with it.

* Comprehended in New Spain, the Englilh claim and
have fettlements on part of the Bay of Honduras, and
the Mofquito-(hore j both which territories are generally
confidered as annexed to and dependent on Jamaica.

• Modern geographers include New Spain and the north
part ofTerra Firma under the denomination of the Well-
Indies j alfo Florida, now poflelTed by the Englilh.

HISTORICAL



HISTORICAL PARTICULARS

relating to the

Rife, Rrpgrefs, and Prefent State,
or THE

BRITISH COLONIES in AMERICA.

Of NEW'BRITAIN, comprehending La-»
br'ador., .New, North Wales,

/~|pJ, HE eaftern coaft of North-America, in
general, as we have already obferved, was
difcovered by the Cabots ; but for the firft
knowledge .the Englifh had of the interior
'extenfive regions comprized under the de¬
nomination of N'ew-Britain*, they were in¬
debted to the feveral adventurers in fearch
of a N. W, paflage ,to China, &c. which

* See the feveral parts of this country in the column
of Di<vij'Qns in the Table annexed.

A 5 project



IO NEW-BRITAIN, &c.

project began to be much in agitation in the
fixteenth century. Forbilher, Gilbert, Da¬
vis, Hudfon, Button, Baffin, Munk, Fox,
James, Middleton, and, laftly, Moor, have
iucceflively embarked in the perilous under¬
taking,—but in vain; amongft whom, how¬
ever, he that Teems to have made the great-
eft prcgrefs was Hudfon, in a voyage per¬
formed in the year 1610*. For that vi¬
gorous exertion to ferve his country, he de-
ferved a better fate than befel him \ of which
the prefent fubje£t leads to a brief recital.

This Ikilful and determined navigator firft
entered the ftraights and bay which to this
day bear his name, and explored a great
part of the coaft *, but, though hitherto un-
fuccefsful in feeking the defired paflage, he
was not hopelefs, nor difmayed by the many
difficulties he had met with, and determined
to perfevere in his endeavours the next year.
With this view**he wintered (it is faid) in
the latitude of 52 deg. N. which is beyond

* Mr. Hudfon had before made three voyages to the
N. on difcovery, in one of which lie penetrated into the
latitude of 80 deg.

companion



NEW-BRITAIN, &c. xx

comparifon more'rigid in thofe parts than
with us, owing to the wind blowing lor
three quarters of the year from the North,,
over molt ftupendous high mountains which
are continually covered with fnow. But
when the feafon proper for profecuting the
difcovery arrived, his crew mutinied, and
having feized him, together with feven of
thofe who were belt afFedted towards him,
fet them adrift, in an open boat, in the
furrounding furious,, icy feas, the dangers
of which if they efcaped, it was, doubtlefa,.
only to perifh'among, favages. His barba¬
rous crew afterwards putting on fhore on an
ifland for wild-fowl (their provilions being
confumed), four or five of the ringleaders
were cut to pieces by the natives •, but the
reft,, with the utmoft difficulty, efFe&ed
their return home.

In 1670, certain perfons obtained a char¬
ter for the. exclufive right of trading to the
bay above-mentioned. They are commonly
called the Hudfon’s-Bay Company, keep a
garrifon of 186 men in feveral forts round
the bay, employ four (hips, and 130 Tailors*

export.
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export annually Britifh commodities to the
amount of 16,0001. and, by their fur and
peltry trade, and fifhery, return to the value
of 29,340!. yielding to the revenue 37341.
Inconfiderable as this traffic may appear, its
emoluments are very great, as the riches of
the Company demonftrate. A revocation
of their charter has been fuggefted as a
means of benefiting the nation by a free
trade to the Bay; but we apprehend, if any
advantage would accrue from fuch a pro?
ceeding, which no doubt the'Company
would think arbitrary, it is anticipated by
the acquifition of Canada, the northern parts
of which feem equally convenient for dealing
in peltry and furs with the territories allot¬
ted to them, and are open to all Britifh tra¬
ders. There is no other fettlement in thefe
countries, owing to their barrennefs and in¬
clement climate, and, confequently, they
are lefs known than any part of the Britifh
dominions beiides, Avarice having here lit¬
tle to feed on.

The inhabitants of Labrador, in general,
little removed • from a date of nature, are

conftantiy
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conftantly engaged in war, and it is their
cuftom to deflroy the aged and decrepid,
when they become ufelefs and burthenfome ;
but with refpeft to the Esquimaux, in parti¬
cular, who occupy the northern fhore, we
are informed by Lieutenant Roger Curtis,
who took a chart of their coafl, by order of
Commodore Shuldham, in 1773, that they
came indifputably from Greenland, are
ftrangers both to jealoufy and contention,
and, as he fuppofes, do not exceed in num¬
ber 1623. This coaft, from the river St.
John to Hudfon’s Straights, was, by thb
King’s proclamation at the conclnfiojn of the
laft war, in 1763, in order to extend the
Britifh fifhery to thefe parts, put under the
care and infpedion of the Governor of Newp
foundland.

Of CANADA, or The PROVINCE of
QUEBEC.

THE French, who formerly poflefTed
this country, were originally intruders into
it; as, it fhould feem, they were alfo into

Louifiana,
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Louifiana, their other quondam North-Ame-
rican territory. They had no right to either,
but what was derived from treaties. Their

pretended claim to Canada was founded on
’Verronazi’s diicovery in 1524, which was
certainly invalidated by that of the Cabots,
made nolefsthan tvventy-feven years before.
The country of Louifiana was early known
to the Englifh, being firft difcovered and
explored by Col. Wood, between the years
1654 and 1664; and afterwards vifited by
Captain Bott, in 1670. Again, in 1698, two
fhips, fitted out by Dr. Cox, of New Jerfey,
difcovered one of the mouths of the Miilifip-
pi, and failing about a hundred miles up
that river, took pofifdlion of the country,
calling it Carolana. The next year, and not
before, the French for the firft time fet foot
on it, from whom it received the name of
Louifiana, which it has borne ever fince;
and, in 1712, the trade of it was granted to
M. Crofat.

It .may feem fomewhat extraordinary, that
a people, who could in reality, whatever
might be their pretenfions, plead no better
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right to a country than pcflelfion, fhould find
means to get themfelves efiablifhed therein
by thp countenance and authority of treaties,
made with another power, which might claim
the fame country fa right of original difco-
very j but is it not more extraordinary, that
a people To circumfianced fhould not be
content with ,the allowed enjoyment of fuch
poffeffion, but muft even be daring enough
to fofter notions of fupplanting that other
power in fettlements to which its pretenfions
were'indifputable ? Yet fo it was:—the
French, having once fettled themfelves on

.th.e banks of the rivers St. Laurence and

.Miififippi, (the only entrances into their A-
merican territories, and whofe mouths are

upwards of 3000 miles afunder) inilead of
confining themfelves to a weftern extenfion,
in which direction they had the breadth of
the whole continent before them, and pro¬
bably would never have been molefted but
by the Indians, they bore towards the Eaft,
ftretched themfelves along the back of the
Britifh Colonies, and, by never ‘miffing an
'opportunity of-making encroachments,. as
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well in times of peace as of war, (oon mi-
nifefted in America the fame perfidy, jea-
loufy, and ambition, by which their natioh
had long been characterised in Europe.

The repetition of fuch aggreffion was the
immediate caufe of the laft war. In 1750,

they feized two-thirds of Nova Scotia,* and',
in 1752 and 1754, eredted forts at'Shenigto,
Bay-Ver^e, and at the month of St. John’s
river: in 1752 and 1753, they built two forts
on the lake Erie*, and, in 1754, they took
two Englifh forts in the Ohio country, drove
the people cut of the back fettlements, and,
as it were, kept Virginia and the neighbour¬
ing colonies befieged by a chain of forts they
eredled to facilitate the execution of their

afpiring intention of becoming matters of
them; Thefe and many other adts of hofti1-
Hty they committed, before the Englifh1,
wearied out with fruitlefs negociation, re¬
vived to have recourfe to arms for rebrefs';
in confequence of which a declaration of
war took place in 1756.

We'haye been particular in fpecifying
fome of the circumftances which brought on

this
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this war,' that the reader may obferve how
confpicuous the hand of juftice was in the
event of it*—a war that, it is worthy of re¬
mark, deprived the French of the very coun¬
try in which it was by them fo wantonly be¬
gun, and moreover occafioned their own
expulfion out of North-America, inftead of
effecting that of the Englifh, which was the
grand point they aimed to accomplifh: for,
at the peace in 1763, they were obliged to
fuffer the mortification of confirming the
victorious Britons, whom they hoped to have
driven into the Atlantic, in their then pof-
feflion of Canada, by an exprefs ceffion;
and, in 1769, they gave up Louifiana, the
only territory they had there befides, to the
crown of Spain. Such was the exit of
thofe infidious people out of their North-
American territories, of which, but for their
reftlefs jealoufy and afpiring effrontery, they
might ft ill have kept peaceable poffdlion,
and enriched themfelves with its products.

The French had various chimerical ideas

refpeCting the limits of Canada ; in general,
however, their vanity made them very ex-

tenfive,
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tenfive, comprehending, on the eaft, part
of Nova Scotia, New England, and New-
York, and thence the immenfe weftern re¬

gions firetching to the Pacific Ocean itfelf:
but, on its becoming fubjeft to the King of
Great-Britain, as above-mentioned, certain
moderate boundaries were affigned to it
(under the denomination of the Government
of Quebec) by a proclamation iffued on the
7th of 0<5tober, 1763, for the general regu¬
lation of the newly acquired countries; ac¬
cording to which, its northernmofl point
was the head of the river St. John on the
Labrador Coafl; its weftern mod, the fouth
end of the Lake Nipiflin ; its foutliernmoft,
the 45th parallel of north latitude, crofting
the river St. Laurence and Lake Champlain;
and its eaflernmofl, Cape Rofiers, in the
Gulph of St. Laurence ; the land included
being about eight hundred miles long, and
two hundred broad. Nevert’nelefs, in 1774,
an' a£l pafied for making more effectual-
provifion for the government of this pro¬
vince, of which, on account of the flrenuous
oppofidon made to it in Parliament, and the'

popular
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popular declamation it has, an<^ does dill
create, more or lefs, throughout the nation,
we fhall here infert a concife abftradf of the
feveral claufes:

The adt extends the province fouthward
to the banks of the Ohio, weftward to the
banks of the Miffifippi, and northward to
the boundary of the Hudfon’s-Bay Com¬
pany.

• By the firft ciaufe, the proclamation of
October- 7, 1763, was rendered void May

J775-
By the fecond, the RomiHi-clergy enjoy

the exercifc of their religion, fubjedt to the
King’s fupremacy, as eftablilhed by the fir ft,
of Queen Elizabeth; and receive their ac-.
cuftomed dues and rights from perfons pro-
feffing the Romifii religion ; with a provjfb
added, that his Majefty fhall not be difabled
from making fuch provifion for the fupport
and maintenance of a Proteftant clergy as
he fhall think fit.

By the third ciaufe, all Canadian fubje&s,
except religious orders and communities,
hold all their properties, &c. as if the pro¬

clamation
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clamation had not been made'- ’and all con-

troverfies relative to property and civil
rights are determined by the Canada laws
before in,being, or fuch as may be enabled
by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and
Legiflative Council $ with a provifo, that
*fuch perfons who have a right to alienate
goods, lands, or credits*, in their life-time,-,
may bequeath them to whom they will at
their death * but this does not extend to
lands granted, or that may be granted, by.
his Majefty in common, focage.

By the fourth claufe, the criminal law of
England is inftituted', fnbjedt to fuch amend¬
ments as .may be made by the legiflative
powers now to- be mentioned.

By the fifth claufe, a legiflative authority
is appointed, confiding of perfons refident
there, not lefs than feventeen, nor more
than twenty-three, to be appointed by his
Majefty, with the advice of his Privy Courv
cil, under his or their fign manual, to make
ordinances for the government of the pro¬
vince, with a prohibition from laying on
taxes : and alfo every ordinance, &c. made,

is
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is to be tranfmitted to his Majefty, and, if
difallowed by his Majefty, every fuch ordi¬
nance, &c. is to ceafe, upon his Majefty’s
order in council being promulgated at Que¬
bec : provided likewife, that no ordinance
touching religion, or inflidting any greater
punifhment than fine, or imprifonment for
three months, fhall be valid, till it receives
his Majefty’s approbation ; and provided
alfo, that no ordinance. fhall be palled at
meeting of council, except between Jan. i,
and May i, unlefs upon fome urgent occa-
fion, when every member of council refi-
dent at Quebec, or within fifty miles there¬
of, is to be perfonally fummoned by the
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, or Com¬
mander in Chief in his abfence, to attend
the fame.

By the fixth and laft claufe, his Majefty
and fucceflors may eredt any courts, crimi¬
nal, civil,■ and ecclefiaftical, within the pro¬
vince of Quebec, by letters patent under
the Great Seal, whenever his Majefty fhall
judge neceftaryi

Of
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Of this ad we fhall only obferve in gene¬
ral, that the principles on which it is framed
are truly monarchical. Particular comments
and reflections we fhall leave to our readers
themfelves, fome of whom, perhaps, will
endeavour to obviate mod of the objections
commonly urged againfl; it, by remarking,
that the generality of the people for whofe
regulation it is calculated, are French, and
confequently mod in love with that fyflem
of government, though the reverfe of what
the Englifh call /hr, to which they have
always been accuftomed. As to the policy
of extending this province along the back
of many of the old Britifh Colonies, with
an intent, as is generally imagined, to awe
them, in the prefent bloody contention.con-'
cerning the right of taxation, into an ac-
quiefcence with minifterial terms, the time
is even .now at hand, which will heft fhew,
how well, or ill advifedly the aCt has been
projected in that refpeCt.

The conquefl and fubfequent ceflion of
this country put the Englifh into the undi-

flurbed
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fturbed pofleflion of its trade, which employs
thirty-four Chips and 400 feamen; and the
exports to Great-Britain, confiding of lkin?,
furs, ginfeng, fnake-root, capillaire, and
wheat, amount to 105,5001. annually,
which is nearly the value of the Englidi ar¬
ticles fent to Canada in return.

The inhabitants of Canada, exclufive of
the Indians, were not edimated, at the com¬
mencement of the lad: war, at more than
45,000 *, nor can they be fuppofed to be
now much increafed, otherwife than by the
accedion of fuch Englifh fubjeCls as have
fettled amongd them fince the peace.

Op NOVA-SCOTIA.

THOUGH this territory undoubtedly be¬
longed to the Englifh by right of difcovery,
yet not being fettled by them, the French
ufurped it till the year 1615, when they
were driven out by Sir Samuel Argal. In
1622, the Scotch began a fettlement here,
under Sir William Alexander, who had ob¬

tained
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tained a grant of the country for that purpofc
from James I' to whom he was Secretary ;
and hence it acquired the name of Nova-
Scotia, or New-Scotland. In 1630, Sir Wil¬
liam, as if endued with the gift of fecond
light, fold his property herein to one Claude
de la Tour, a French proteftant, whom he
had permitted to fettle at St.John’s, and
who was to hold it of the crown of Scotland;
two years after which the country was impo¬
liticly yielded up to the French (who called
itL’Acadie) by the treaty of St, Germain en
Laye. It was recovered in Oliver Cromwell’s
time, but again given up by the treaty of
Breda; and thus it afterwards reverted feve-
ra! times, from the one nation to the other,
till it was finally confirmed to the Englifh, in
1 713, by the treaty of Utrecht. The French
fettlers transferred their allegiance, but were
allowed the enjoyment of their religion and
plantations, and called the Neutral French ;

though they by no means anfwered that cha¬
racter, either in the war of 1744, or in the
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the mother-country and New-York. A vafb
expence, however, has attended this fettle-
ment-, within the firft feven years the Par¬
liament granted at times for its fupport, no
lefs a fum than 415,484!. 14s. 11 Jd.

Prior to the commencement of the laft

war, the French, whofe claims were gene¬
rally preceded ‘ by their taking poffeflion,
feized two thirds of this country, and thought
to have kept their footing by the fubfequent
ere&ion of forts; but, in 1755, they were
diflodged by Lieutenant Colonel (now Ge¬
neral) Monckton.

The Britifh exports to Nova-Scotia confifl
chiefly of fifhing-tackle, rigging- for fhips,
woollen and linen cloth, to the value of

.about 26,500k annually*, the imports in
return are timber, and the produce of the
fifhery, to the amount of about 38,000k
Hence it fliould feem, that this colony,
which has continued to put Government to
a conflant expence*, has been maintained,

* The fum voted laft fe/lion (in April, 1775) for its
fupport, was 4346 k 10 s. 5 c}.

not
























































































































































































































































































































































































































