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FO¥ T is not merely becaufe Mr. Dickinfor’s Spi
L ; A3 § WPEE
ﬁ )53 was ufher’d into the World by a lg‘x(efacg,ﬁ?:
¥ X one is made to this of Mr. Galbway. ~ But

N 2N g

W OK s as in that Preface, a2 Numbér of Afperfions

were thrown on our Affemblies, and their Pro-

ceedings grofsly mifreprefented,, it was thought necefrarg‘

‘to wipe thofe Afperfions off, by fome pfgper Animad-

verfions ; and by a true State of FaQs, to re&ify thofg
Mifreprefentations..

THEe Prefice begins with faying, that ““Governor Dapgy,
¢ whofe Adminiftration will never be mentioned but with
<¢- Di{grace, .in the Annals of this Province, was induced by
.- Canfederations to which the World is nw no Stranger,
¢ to pafs fuidry: Alls,” &c. thus infinuating, that by fome
‘unufual-bafe Bargain. fecretly made, but afterwards’ difco-
-verd, he was induc’d. to pafs them.---It is fit, therefote,
without undertaking to- juftify all that Governor’s. Admi-
-niftration, . to fhew what thofe Confiderations were.~--Ever
fince the Revenue of the Quit-rents firft, and after that the
Revenue of Tavern Licences, were fettled irrevacably on our
Proprietaries and Governors, they have look’don thofe Incomes
as their proper Eftate, for which they were under no Obs
ligations to "the. People :. And - when they afterwards con-
curr’d in pafing any ufeful Laws, they confidered them
as. fo many Jobbs, for which they ought to be parti~
.eularly paid. Hence arofe the Cuftom of Prefents twice
a Year to the Governors, at the clafe of each Seflion
-in which Laws were paft, given at the Time of Paffing,
‘They -ufually ameunted to- a Theufand Pounds per
‘Anpum. But when the Governors and Affemblies difa-
-greed, fo that Laws were not pafs’d,the Prefe nty were
.witheheld.-~-When a Difpofition to agree enfuld, there

fometiraes
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fometimes {till remain’d fome Diffidence. The Governors
would not pafs the Laws that were wanted, withouc
being fure of the Money, even all that they call'd iheir
Arrears ; nor the Affemblies” give the” Money wicthout
being fure of the Laws.---Thence the Neceflity of fome
rivate Conference, in which, mutusl Allurances of . good
Eait_h might be receiv’dand given, that the Tranfactjonsfhould
*go‘« hand in-hand. .~What Name the impartial Reader will
give to this Kind of Commerce, I cannot fay : To me
it appears, an Extortion of more Money from the People, for
‘that to which they had before an undoubted Right, boch
by the Conftitution, and" by -Purchafe : Bu¢ there was
no other Shop they could go to for the Commodity
they wanted, and they were oblig’d to comply.---Time
‘eftablif’d the: Cuftom, and made it feems honeft ; fo
that our -Governors, even thofe of .the moft undoubted
"Honor, have pra&is’d it.---Governor Thomas, after a long
‘Mifunderftanding with thc-Aﬂ“@mbg, went more openly to
work with them in managing this Commerce and they with
him._ The Faé is curious, as it ftands recorded in the Votes
of 1742-3, Sundry Bills fent up tothe Goveérnor for his
Aflent, had lain long in his Hands without any Anfwer.---
Fan. 4. "The Houfe ¢ Ordered, That Thomas Leech, and
s<_Edward Warner, wait upon the Governor, and acquaint
¢ him, that the Houfe had long waited for his Refult on the
¢ Bills that lie before him, and defire to know when they
€¢ may expect it.---'The Gentlemen réturn.and report, that
¢¢ they waited upon the Governor, and delivered the Met-
<« fage of the Houfe according to Order, and that the Go-
<6 vernor was pleafed to fay, He had. had the Bills long un-
¢¢ der Confideration, and waited the Refult of the Houfe.” -~
“The 'Houfe well underftood this Hint ; and immediately re-
folv’d info a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take what
was called the Governor’s Support inte Confideration, in
which they made, the Minutes fay, fome Progrefs ; and the
next Morning it appears, that that "Progrefs, whatever it
was, had been communicated to him ; for he fent them
down this Meflage by his Sccretary;--- ¢ Mr." Speater,.
<¢ "I'he Governor commands me ta acquaint you, that as he
¢ has received- Aflurances of a good-Difpofition” in_the Houfe,
¢ he thinks it incumbent on him to fhew the /ike on his
€ Part; and therefore fends down the Bills which lay be-
¥ fore him, witheut any Amendment.”---As this - Meffzge

only
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enly fhew’d « gosd Difpsfition, but contain’d no Promife te
pais the Bills 5 the Houfe feem to have had their Doubts ;
and therefore, February 2, when they came torefolve, on the
Report of the Grand Commitiee, to give. the Money, they
guarded theirRefolves very cautioufly, viz. <¢ Refolved, That
¢ on the Paffuze of fuch Bills as. now lie before the Gover-
.*¢ nor, the Natyralization Bill, and fuch &ther Bills as may
.#¢ be prefented to him, during this Sitting, there be rPaip
¢ him the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds.---- Refolved alfo,
+¢ T'hat on the Paflage of fuch Bills as now lie before the
¢ (Governors, the Naturalization Bill, and {fuch other Bills as
#¢ may be prefented to him this Sitting, there be rarm
“¢ to the Governer, the further Sum of One Thoufand Pounds,
¢¢ fop the current Yepr’s Support; and that QOrders be drawa
#¢ on the Treafurer and Truftees of the Loan Office, purfu-
¢¢ ant to -thefe Kefolves.,”---Thsa Orders were - accordingly
drawn, with which bging acquainted, he appointed &
“Linie to-pais the Bills, which was done with one Hand,
while he received the Orders in the other ; and then with
the uunoft politenefs, thank’d theHoufe for the Fifteen Hus-
dred Pounds, as if it had been a pure Free Gift, and a meme
mnark of their Refpeét and Affe@ion, ¢ I thant you, Gen~
¢ tlemen, (fays-he) for this fnflance of your Regard ; which
¢ {am the mare pleafed with, as it gives an agreeable Prof~
¢ pe&t of futyre Harmony between me and the Reprefentse
¢ tives of the People,”---This, Reader, is an exat Coun-
_terpart of the Tranfaltion with "Governor Denny ; except
that Denny fent Word to the Houfe, that he would pafs the
‘Bills before they voted the Support,---And -yet, here was no
Proprietary Clamour about Bribery, &c.- And why fo ?
Why, at that Time, the Proprietary Family, by Virtue of'a
fecret Bond they had obtained of the Governor at his Ap-
pointment, were to fhare with him the Sums fo obtajned of
the People ! ‘ '

'

TH1¢ Refervation of the Proprietaries they were at that
Time a little afham’d of, and therefore fuch Bonds were then
to be Secrets. But as in every Kind' of Sinning, frequent
Repetition leffens Shame, and increafes Boldnefs, we find the

roprietaries ten -Years afterwards, openly infifting on thefe

.Advantages to themfelves, over and above what was paid to

their Deputy : < Wigrefore, (fay they,) onthis Occafion, it

$¢.is neceflary, that we.fhould inforia the People, - throuzh
‘¢ yourfelves
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«s yourfelves, their -Reprefentatives, -that 2s,'by the Confta
< tution, oUR CONSENT is NECESSARY to their Laws
¢¢ at the fame Time that they have an wndoubted Right to
¢ fuch as are neceffary for the Defence and real Service
+¢¢ of the Country 3 fo it will tend the better to faci/itate the
<« feveral Matters' which muf? be tranfalted with: us, for
< their Reprefentatives to thew a Regard to us and our In-
¢¢ TEREST.”---This was in their Anfwer to the Keprefenta-
tion of the Affembly,. [Pates, December, 1754, Page 48]
on the Juftice of their contributing to fadian Expences,
which they had refufed. And on this Claufe, the Commit-
tee make the folowing Remark ;--=¢¢ They tell us, their
¢ Confent is neceffary to our Lawsy and that it will.tend the
'¢¢ better to favilitate the Matters which mu/? be tranfatted
“¢¢ with them, for the Reprefentatives to fhew a Regard to
<¢ their INTEREST = That, is, as we underftand it, theugh
¢ the Proprietaries have a Deputy here, fupported. by the
“4¢ Promince, who is, or ought to be, fully impowerd to
<¢ pafs all Laws neceffary for the Serunce of the Country ;5 yet,,
*¢ before we can obtain {uch Laws, we muft facilitate their
< Paffage, by paying Money for the Propretaries. which.
< they ought to pay, or in fome Shape make it their particu-
¢ Jar INTEREST to pafs them. We hope, however, that if
«¢ this Practice has ever beeh begun, it will never be continued
¢ in this Province ; and that, fince, as this very Paragraph
"¢ allows, we have an wndoubted Right to {uch Laws, we
«¢ fhall always be able to obtain them from the Goadnefs
« of our Sovereign, without going to Mafket for them to a.
¢ Subjet.”-~-Time has thewn that thofe Hopes were vain 4
they have been oblig’d to go to that Market.ever fince, di-
zeétly, or indireftly, or go without their Laws. The Pra&ice
has contintied, and will continue, as long as the Proprietary.
govemment"ﬁzbﬁﬁs, intervening between the Crown and the
cople.

- Do not, my courteous Re1der, take Pet at our roprieta--
ry Conftitution, far thefe our Bargain and Sale Proceedings:
in Legiflation.---""Fis a happy Country where Juftice, and.
what was your own befotg, can be had for Ready Money..
*Tis another Addition to the Value of Money, and of Courfe
another Spur to Induftry.---Every Land is nqt fo blefs’d.-
"Theye are Countries where the princely Proprietor claims to.
te Lord ofail Propsrty 4 where what - is your own fhall not
endy be erefled from yeun, dar the Money you give to have

it
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it-teftor'd, fhalk be kept. with it, and your effering -for
much, being a Sign of your being too rich, you f.hl:ﬁ% be
plunder’d of every Thing that remain’d. Thefe Times are
not come here yet : Your prefent Proprietors. have never
been more unreafonable hitherto, than barely to infift on’

our Fighting in Defence of their Property, .and paying the
%xpence yourfelves ; or-if their Eftates muft,{ (ah ! muf)
be tax’d towards it, that the b¢/f of their Lands fhall be tax’d,
mo higher than the wor/? of yours.

Parpon - this Digreffion, and I return to'Governar Dennys
but firft let me do-Governar Hamilton the Juftice to obferve,
that whesher from the Uprightnefs of his own Difpofition,
or from the odious Light the Pracice had been fet in on Dex-
ny’s Account, or from both, he did not attempt thefe Bar-
gains, but pafs’d fuch Laws as he thought fit to pafs, with-
out any previous Stipulation of Pay for them. - But then,
when he faw the Affembly tardy in the Payment he expe&t~
ed, and yet calling upon him ftill. to pafs.more Laws, he open-
ly put them in Mind of the Money, -as a Debt dye to-him
4rom Cuftom. *¢ In the Courfe of the prefent-Year; (fays
he, .in his Meflage of Fuly 8. 1763) ¢ agreat Deal.of public
<¢ Bufinefs hath been tranfaétzd by me ; and.I believe, as
¢ many ufeful Laws enacted, as by any of my Predeceflors in
¢¢ the fame Space of T'ime ; yetThave notunderftood, thatany
<€ Allowance hath hithertobeen made to me for mySupport,as
< hath been cuftamary in this Province.”---The Houfe having
‘thenfome Billsin hand, took the Matterintoimmediate Confide-
ration, and voted him fiveHundred Pounds ; for whichanOrder
or Certificate was accotdingly drawn ; and on the fame Day the
Speaker, after the Houfe had been with the Governor, re-
ported;  “Phat his Honor had been pleafed to give-his Aflent
< to the Bills, by enatting the fame into Laws ; and: Mr.
¢ Speaker farther reported, that he had tber, in behalf of
¢ the Houfe, prefented their Certificate of Five Hundred
¢ Pounds to the Governor, who was pleafed -to fay, he was
¢¢ obliged to the Houfe for the fame.”---Thus we fee the
Pra&ice of purchafing and paying for Laws, is interwoven
with our Preprietary Conflitution, .us’d in the beft Times,
azid under the beft Governors. And yet, alas poor Affem-
bly | How will you fteer your "brittle-Bark between-sthefe
Rocks ? "If you pay ready K’Ioney for your Laws, and thofe
Laws are not lik’d by the Proprietaries, “you ar¢ char%dwith

- Byibery
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Bribery and Corruptioh :‘-=-If§r'ou'wait a While before yait

pay, you are accus’d of detaining the Governor’s cuftomary
Right; and dun’d as anegligent of difhoneft Debtor, taat re
fufes todifcharge ajuft Debt !

But Governor Denny’s Cafe; 1 fhall be told, différs from
all thefe, for the Aé&s he was induced to pafs, were, as the
Preficer tells us, ¢ contrary to his Duty; and to every Tieof
s Honor and Juftice.” Such is the imperfeétion of out
Language, and perhaps of all otherLanguages, that notwith-
fanding we are furnifh’d with Diétionaries innumerable, we
cannot precifely know the import of Words, unlefs we
Jnow of what g’arty the Man is that ufes them.----In the
®outh of an Aflembly-man, or true Pennfylvanian; Contrary
2 his Duty, and to every Tie ;f Honor and “fuftice, would
mean, - the Governor’s long Refufal to pafs Laws, how=
ever juft and neceflary, for taxing the Proprietary Eftate ; 2
Refufal contrary to the Truft repofed in the Lieutenant Go-
wernor, by the Royal Charter, to the Rights of the People,
whofe Welfare it was his Duty to promote, and to the Na=
mre of the Contra@®, made between the Governor and the
Governed, whern the Quit-rents and Licence Fees were efta-
Blil’d, which confirm’d what the Proprictaries call our
andoubted Right to neceflary Laws.-—~Butin the Mouth of the
Proprietaries, or their Creatures, contrary to bis Duty, and to
every Tie of Fuftice and Honor; means, his Pafling Laws, con-
wary to Proprietary Inflractions ; and contrary to the Bonds
Ee had previoufly given to obferve thofe Inftructions :----In-
fiructions however, that were unjuft and unconftitutionaly
and Bonds that were illegal and void from the beginning.

Mucwr has been faid of the Wickednefs of Governor
Denny in Paffing, and of the Aflembly in prevailing with
kim topafs thofe Acts. By the Prefacer’s Account of them,
you would think the Laws fo obtain’d were a// bad, for hé
fpeaks of but feven, of which, fix he fays were repeal’d, and
the feventh reperted to be ¢ fundamentally wronc and
wxjusT, and ¢ ought to be repealed, unlefs fix certain
¢ Amendments were made therein.”* Whereas in faét there

: . were

* This A& is intitled, An A& for granting to his Majeity,

the Sum of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds, I’criklng the famé

‘3n Bills of Credit, and finking the Bills by a Tax on afl Bftates
»eal zxd perfonal,,

’)
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were-zineteen of them; and feveral of thofe muft have beert
good  Laws,  for. even' the Proprietaries did not object” to
them. Of the eleven that they oppos’d, only fix were re-
peal’d; fo that it feems thefe good Gentlemen may them-
felves be fometimes as wrong in oppofing, as the Af-
fembly in enacting Laws. . But the Words fundamentally
WRONG and UNJUST are the great Fund of Triumph to the
Proprietaries and their Partizans. Thefe their {ubféquent
Governors have unmercifully dinn’d in the Ears of the AL~
fermbly on all occafions ever fince, for they make a Part, of
near a Dozen of their Meffages.--They haverung the Changes
on thofe Words, till they work’d them up to fay that the Law
was fundamentally wrong and unjuft in Six feveral Articles.
[Governor’s Meflage, May 17th, 1764.] inftead of ¢ ought
¢ to be repealed unlefs fix . Alterations or Amendments
could be madetherein”---A Law unjuftin fix feveral Articles,
muft be an unjuft Law indeed ;- Let us therefore orice for
all, examine this unjuft Law, Article by Article , in order
to fee ‘whether our Affemblies have becen fuch Villains as
‘they are reprefented;

Tue firft Particular in which their Lordfhips  propos’d
the Act thould be amended, was; ¢ That the real Eftates to’
¢ be tax’d, be defined with Precifion, fo as not to include
¢¢ the unfurveyed wafteLand belonging to the Proprictaries.”
“This was at moft, but an Obfcurity to be cleared up. = And
tho’ the Law might well appear to their Lordfhips incer-
tain in that Particular ;  with us; whe better know our
-own Cuftoms, and that the Proprictaries wafte unfurveyed
‘Land, was never here confideréd among Eftates real, fubjett to
Taxation, there was not the leaft Doubt or Suppofition,
that fuch Lands were included in the Words; ¢¢ all Eftates
s¢ real and perfonal.” 'The Agents therefore, knowing that
«the Aflembly had no Intention to tax thofe Lands, ' might
well fuppofe they weuld readily agree to remove the Obfcu-

ritv.

BeFORE weé go farther, let it be obferv’d, That the main

Defign of the Proprietaries, in oppofing .this A, was, to

-prevent their Eftates being tax’d at all. But as they knew

-that the Do&rine of Proprietary Exemption, which they had

cndeavoured to enforce here, could not be fupported” there,

;they bent their wiole Strensth againdt the ACt oncther I;rina
ciples
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giplés to pirdcure its Repeal, pretending great willingfefs to
fubmit to-an-equitable Tax ;  but that the Affembly, out of
mere Malice, becaufe they had confciencicully quitted Qua-
kerifm for the Church ! were wickedly determin’d to ruin
them,- to tax all their unfurvey’d Wildernefs Lands, and at
-the higheft Rates, and by that Means exempt themfelves and
the People, and throw the whole Burden of the War-on the
Poprietary Family.---How foreign thefe Charges were from
the Truth, need not be told to any Man .in Pennfylvania.
And as the Proprietors knew, that the Hundred Thoufand
Pounds of Paper Money, ftruck for the Defence of their enor-
mous Eftates, with others, was actually iflued, fpread thro’ the
Country, and in the Hands of Thoufands of poor People,
who had given their Labor for it ; how bafe, cruel, and
Jinhuman it was, to endeavour, by a Repeal of the A&, to
firike the Money dead in thofe Hands at:one Blow, and
reduce it all to Whafte Paper; to the utter Confufion of all
“Trade and Dealings, and the Ruin of Muititudes, merely to
‘avoid paying their own juft Tax !-.-Words may be wanting
to evprefs,---but Minds will eafily concecive,---and never
without Abhorrence !

Tuz fecond Amendment propos’d by their Lordfhips was,
€ 7 hai che located uncultivated Llands belonging to the
¢ Prooprictaries fhall not be affefled higher than the loweft
¢ Rate, at which any Jocated uncultivated Lands belonging
¢ 1to the Inhabitants fhall be affefled.”---Had there been any
‘Provifion in the A&, that the Proprictaries Lands, and thofe
of the People, of the fame Value, thould be taxed differently,
:the one high, and the other low, the A& might well have
‘been call’d in this Particular, fundamentally wreng and unjujl.
‘But as there is no fuch Claufe, this cannot be one of the
"Particulars on which the Charge is founded ; but, like the
“firft, is merely 2 Requifition to make the A& clear, by ex-
-prefs Directions therein, that the Proprietaries Eftate thould
not be, as they pretended to balieve it would be, tax’d high-
er in proportion to its Value, than the Eftates of others.---
As'to their prefent Claim, founded oh that Article, ¢ that
<¢ the bef? and moff valuable of their Lands, fhould be tax'd
¢ no higher than the wor/? and leaf? valuableof the People’sy”
it was not then thought of 5 they made no fuch Demand,
nor did any one dream, :that {o iniquitous a Claim would ever
be made by Men who had the leaft Pratence to the Cha-
sallers of Honsrable or Honeft, THE
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~* THE thifd Partictilar was, ¢ That all Latids not grant.
%¢ ed by the Proprietaries within Boroughs and Towns, be
¢ deemred located ‘usicultivated Lands, and ratgd accoerd-
€ ingl}', -and not as Lots,” The Claufe in the A& that
this relates to, is, ¢ And whereas many valuable Lots of

- ¢ Ground within the City of Philadelphia, and the feveral
%¢ Boroughs and Towns within this Province, remain un-
* improved ; Be itenalted, &c. That // {fuch unimproved
$¢ Lots of Ground, within the City and Boroughs afore-
¢ faid, thall be rated and-affeffed, according to their Situ-
‘¢ ation and Value; for and towards raifing the Money
‘¢ hereby granted.”---The Reader will obferve, that the
Word is a// unimproved Lots, and that a// comprehends the
Lots belonging to the People, as well as thofe of the
Froprietary.---——-There were many of the former, and a
Number belonging even to Members of the then Affembly ;
and confidering thé Value, the Tax muft be proportiona-
bly as. grievous to them, as the Proprietary’s to him.---
Is there among us a fingle Man, even a Proprictary Rela-
tion, Officer, or Dependant, fo infenfible of the Differen-
ces of Right and Wrong, and fo confus’d in his Notiong
of juft and unjuft, as to think and fay, that the A& in
this Particular, was fundamentally wreng and wnjuff? B
believe not one.---What then could their Lordthips mean
by the propos’d Amendment ?---Their Meaning is eafily
explain’d. The Proprietaries have ‘confiderable Tra&s of
Land within' the Bounds of Boroughs and Towns, that
have not yet been divided into Lots : They pretended to
believe, that by Virtue of this Claufe, an imaginary Pi-
vifion would be made of thofe Lands into Lots, and an
extravagant Value fet on fuch imaginary Lots, greatly to
their Prejudice :---It was anfwered, that no fuch Thing
was intended by the Aét ;- and that by Loss, was meant
enly fuch Ground as had been furveyed and divided into Lots,
---and not the open undivided Lands.---If this only isin-
tended, fay their Lordfhips, then let the A& be amend-
ed, fo as clearly to exprefs what is intended. This,is thé
full Amount of the third Particular.---How the A& was under-
frood here, is well known by the Execution of it, before
the Difpute came on in Englend; and therefore before
their Lordfhips Opinion on the Boint could be given ; of
which full Proof fhall prefently be made~~kn the geary
Time it appears, that the A& was not ez this Account,
Jundamentally wrong and ugjz_z/f. ‘ Tus

2
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Tus fourth Particular is, < That the Governor’s Cons
t¢ fent and Approbation be made neceffary - to every Iilue
<< and Application of the Moncy to'be raifcd by Virtue
<« of fuch Aét.”—The Atlembly intended this, and tho’t
they had done it in the A&. The Words'of the Claufe
“being, ¢ That [the Commiiiioners named] ¢ or thc. ma-
< jor Part of them, or of the Survivors of them, with ihs
¢ Confent and Arprobation of the Governor or Comman-
¢ der in Chief of this Province, for the Time bLeing,
€ fhall order and appoint the Difpofition of the IMouies
< arifing by.Virtue of this A&, for and towards paying
< and cloathing two Thoufand feven Hundred effective
¢ Men, &c.”—It was underftood here, that as the Power
of djfpoﬁng, ‘was exprefsly to be with the Confert and
Approbation of the Goverror, the Commifiioners Lad no
Power to difpofe of the Money gwithout that Apprebation :
But their Lordfhips, jealous (astheir {:ation requires) of
this Prerogative of the Crown, and being better acquainte
with the Force and Weaknefsof Law Expreflion, did not think
the Claufe explicit enough, unlefz the Words, and not
otherwife, were - added, or fome other Words equivalent.
"This Particular therefore was no more, than another Re-
‘guifition of -greater Clearnefs .and Precifion ; and by ro
Means a Foundation for the Charge of fundamentally wrony
gnd unjuft, '

Tue fifth Particular was, ¢¢ That Provincikl Commiii-
¢ oners be named to hear and determine Appeals, . brouglit
¢ on the Part of the Inhabitants as well as the Proprictas
¢¢ ries.”’---- There was already fubfifting a Provifion for the
Appointment of County Commiflioners of Appeal, by whem
_ the A& might be, and actually has been, as we {hall pre-
fentllz thew, juftly and impartially executed, with Regard to
the Proprietaries ; but Provincial Commiilioners, appointed
in the A&, it was thought might be of Ufe, in regulating and
equalizing the Modes of Afleflment of different Counties,
where they were unequal ; and, by affording a fecond Ap-
‘peal, - tend more to the Satisfaltion both of the Proprieta-
ries and the People.---This Particular was therefore a mere
propofed Improvement of the A&, which c>uld not be, and
was not, in that refped, denominated fundanentally
Xyrong and unjuft.’

WE
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:MWE"have now gone thro’ five -of .the fix propofed Amend
fiients, without difcovering any Thing on which that Cen-
fure could be founded ; but the fixth remains, which points
at a Part of the A, wherein we muft candidly acknow-
lege there is‘fomething, that.in their Lordfhips View of ity
muft juftify their Judgment: The Words of the 6th Ar-
ticle are, ¢ That the Payments by the Tenants to the
¢¢ Proprietaries of their Rents, fhall be according to the
¢« Terms of their refpective Grants, as if fuch A& had
¢ never been paffed.”’---- This relates, to that Claufe of
the A&, by which the Paper Money was made a legal
Tender in .¢¢ Difcharge of all Manner of  Debts, Rents,
# Sum and of Sums of Money whatfoever, &c. at the
¢ Rates afcertained in the A& of. Parliament, made in the
¢ fixth of Queen Anne.”---From thegreat Injuftice frequently
done to Creditors, and complain’d of  from the Colonics,
by the vaft Depreciation of Paper Bills, it was become 4
general fixed Erinciple with the Miniftry, that fuch Bills,
whofe Value, tho’ fixed 7n the A&, could not be kept
fixed by the A&, ought not to be made a legal Tender
in any Colony, at thofe Rates. The Parliament had be-
fore paffed an Act to take that Tender away in the four
M"Lv-Englzz{zd Colonies, and haye fince’ made the Act ge-
neral. This was what their Lordfhips would therefors
have propofed for the 'Amendment.— But it being rgg;rs—-,
fented, That the chief Support of the Credit of the Bills,
‘was ‘the legal Tender, and that without it they would be-
‘come of no Value; it was allowed generally to remain,
with an Exception to the Proprietaries Rents, where theie
was a fpecial Contrad& for Payment in another Coin.—
It; cannot be denied, but that this “was doing Juftice to
the ‘Proprietaries, and that had the Requifition been in
favour of zll other Creditors alfoy” the Juftice had been
equal, as being general. We .do not therefore prefume
to impeach their -Lordthig’s Judgment, that the A&, as
it enforced the Acceptance of Bills for Money, at a Va-
lue which.they had only nominally and ndtreally, wasin ﬂ}at
Refpe& fundamentally wrong and unjuff— And yet we believe
the Reader. will not think the Aflembly fo much to blame,
when he confiders, That the making Paper Bills a legal
Tender, - had . been the . univerfal Idode in. America for
“more than threefcore Years. That there was fcarce a Co-~
Jony>that-had -not .pra&tifed :that Mode, mere or ’l]“;xfs‘.ﬁ

-l nat
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That 1 had always been thought abfolutély neceffiry in
order to give the Bills a Credit, and thereby obtain from
them the Ufes of Mbney.— That the lnconveniencies
were therefore fubmitted to, for the Sake of the greater Conve-
fiiencies.— That Aéts innumerable of the like Kind had been
approved by the Crown.— And, that if the Aflembly
made the Bills a legal Tender at thofe Rates to the Pro<
prietarics, they made them alfo a legzl Tender to them-
felves, and all their Conflituents, many of whom might
fuffer in their Rents, &c. as much; in proportion to their
Eftates, as the Proprietaries. But if he cannol on thefé
Confiderations, quige excufe the Affembly, what will he
think ‘of thofe Fdomonrable Proprietaries,” who when Papet
Money was iffued in their Colony, for the common: De-
fence of their vaft Eftates, with thofe of the People, and
" iwho muft thererefere reap, at leaft, equal Advantages from
thofe Bills with the People, could neverthelefs wifh to be ex-
¢mpted from .their Share of the unavoidable- Difadvantages.
=I5 theré upon Earth a Man befides, with any Ccncep-
tion of what is honeft, with any Noticn of Honor, with
the leaft Tin&ure in his Veins of the Gentleman, but
would have blufh’d at the Thought; but would have re-
jedted with Difdain fuch undue Preference, if it had been
9ﬁ3red him ?~— Much lefs would he have ftruggled for it
mov’d Heaven and Farth to obtain it, refolv’d to ruin
Thoufands of his Tenants by a Repeal of the A& rather
than mifs of it ;* and enforce it afterwards by an audaci-
oufly wicked Inftrution, forbidding Aids to his King, and
expofing the Province to Deftruction, unlefs it was com-
plied with. And yet,—Thefe are HoNouraBLE Men. ¢
Herz:

* This would have  been done; and the Money all funk
In the Hands of the People, if the Agents, Berjamin Franklin
and : Robert Charles, had not interpofed, and voluntarily, withe
out Authority from the Affembly fo to do, but at theiz
own Rifque, undertaken that thofe Amendments fhould be
mad::, or that they themfelves would indemnify the Proprieta-
ries from any Damages they might {uflain for want thereof.
An Aftion, which, as the Prefacer faysin another Cafe, ¢ Pofx
“ terity perhaps, may find a Name for.”

+ 1 is not eafy to guefs from what Source our Proprie~
taries thave drawn their Principles. Thofe who ftudy Law and
Juftice as a Sciéncé, have eftablifitd it 2 Maxim in Equjeye

Qui
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Hepe then we have had a full View. of the Affembly’s
Injuftice ;- about .which there has been fo much infolent
"Triumph ! But let the Proprietasies and their difcreet De~
puties hereafter recolle&t and remember; that the fame
auguft Tribunal, ,which cenfured fome of the Modes and
Circumftances of that, A&, did at the fame Time cfta-
blith and confirm the Grand Principle of the A&, viz.
That the Proprictary Eftate ought, with other Eftates,
to be taxed :---And thereby did .in Effe& determine and
pronpounce, that the Oppofition fo long made in various
Shapes, to that juft Principle, by the .Proprietaries, was:
Sfundamentally WRONG™ and uNjusT.—An Injuftice, they
were not, like the Affembly, mnder any Neceflity of com~
mitting for the public Good ; of any. other Neceflity but
what was impos’d on-them. by thofe bafe . Paffions that
act the Tyrant in bad Minds, their Selfifonefs, their Pride,
and their Avarice. '

I HAVE frequently- mentioned the equitable Intentions
of the Houfe, in thofe Parts of the A& that were fup-
pos’d obfcure,  and how they were .underftood here.” A
clear Proof thereof is found, as I have already faid, in
the atual Execution of the A& inthe Execution of it
before the Conteft about it in England, and therefore before
their Lordthips Obje&tions to it had a Being.——When the
Report came over, .and was -laid before the Houfe, one
Year’s Tax had been levied ; and the Affembly, confci-
ous that: no Injuftice had been intended to- the Proprieta~
ries, and willing to re&ify it if any thould appear, appoint-
ed a Committee of Members from the feveral Counties, to
examine ‘into the State of the Proprietaries Taxes thro’
the Province, and nominated on that Committee,. 3 Gen-
tleman of known Attachment to the Proprietaries, and
their Chief Juftice, Mr. Allen, to the end . that the ftridh-
-eft Enquiry might' be made.~—Their Report was as
follows—

“ WE

Qui fentit commodum, fentire debet et omus. And fo confiftent
is this with the mommon. Setfe of Mankind, that even our
Joweft untaught Coblers and Porters feel the Force of it in
sheir-own Maxim, (which zbey are bongft-enough never to difpute)
Gouch Poty touch Perny, v )
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% WE ‘the” Committee * appointed - to -eriquire into, and
confider the State of - the Proprietary Taxation thro*
the' feveral Counties, and report the fame to the Houfe,,
have, in purfudnce of the faid -Appointment, carefully ex-

‘amined the Returns of: Property, and -compared them

with" the tefpective Aflefiments, thereon made through
the ‘whole Province :—and find, '

<. F1rsT; That no Part of the: unfurveyed wafte Landsy

belonging to' the Proprietaries, have, in any Inftance;
been - included in- the Eftates taxed: :

¢ SEcoNDLY,  That: fome of . the located uncultivated
Lands, belonging to the* Proprictaries in feveral Coun-
ties,  remain unaflefled, - and are not, in any County;

- aflefled’ higher than the-Lands under like Circumftancesg

belonging to the Inhabitants.

¢ Tuirory, That all-Lands, rot granted by the Pro~
prictaries, within- Boroughs and Towns, remain untaxa
ed, excepting in‘a few inflances, and in thofe they are
rated as low as the Lands which are granted in the
faid Boroughs and Towns.

¢« Twe whole of the Proprietary Tax of eighteen Pence .
in the Pound, amounts to - - - .- [, 566 4 10

¢ AND the Sum of the Tax on the Inha-

bitants for the fame Year, amounts, thro” 27,103 12 8

the feveral - Counties, to

.« Axpit is the Opinion of your Committee, thaf there

has not been any Injuftice done to the Proprietaries, or

“Aitempts made to rate or aflefs any Part of their Eftates,

higher than the Eftates of the -like Kind belonging to
‘the:Inhabitants, -are rated and affeffed ;---but on the con=

< trary, we find, that their Eftates are ratedy .in mamy
“Inftances below others.

Thomas Leech, George Jﬁbridge. ,
Fofeph Fox. Emanuel Carpenter.
Samuel . Rhoads. *fobn Blackbuxn.

Abrabam Chapman. William Allen.

Tue -Houfe commuricated. this Report to Governor

Flamailtern, when he afterwards prefs’d. them to make the

fipulated
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ftipulated A& of Amendment; acquaiating him at the fame
Time, that as in the” Exccution’ of the A&, no Injuf~
tice had hitherto been donc to the Proprietary, fo, by a
Yearly Infpection of the Affefiments, they would take
Care that none thould bz done him; for that if ‘any fhouid
appear, -or the Governor could at any Time point-out to
them any that had been done, they would immediatels.
reltify it; and therefore, as the A& was fhortly to expire;.
they did not think the Amendments neceffary.~~Thus that
Matter ended during that Adminiftration.—And had his
Succeflor, Governor PenN, permitted it ftill to fiecp, -we
are of Opinion ‘it had been more to the Honor of the Fa.
mily, and of his own Difcretion.—But he was pleas’d to
found upon ita Claim manifeftly unjuft, and which he was
to:ally deftitute of Reafon' to fupport. A. Claim, that the
Proprietarics b2 and myff walnable located uncultivated
Lands fhould, be taxed o higher than the wor/? and lea#
waluable of thofz belonging to- the inhabitants : To enforce
‘which, as he thought the Words of one of ‘the . Stipulati-
ens feem’d to give fome Countenance to it, he infifted on
ufing thofe very Words as facred, frem which "he could
¢ neither in Deécency or in Duty,” deviate, tho’ he had
agreed to deviate from Words of the . fame Report, .and
" therefore equally facred, in every other Inflance. A Con-
duét which will, as the Prefacer fays in Governer Denny’s
Cafe, forever difgrace the Annals of his Adminiftration, 4

NEVER did any Adminiftration open wish a mcre prom:-
Jfing Profpeét. He afiur’d the People, in his firlt Speeches,
of the Proprictaries paterpal Regard fer them, and their
fincere Dilpofitions to do cvery Thing that might :pro-
- mote- their Happinefs, As . the Propretaries had.. been
pleafed to appoint a Son of the Family to the Govern-
‘ment, it was thought not nnhkely that there might? be
fomething in thefe Profeffions ; -for that they would pro-
bably chufe to have his  Adminiftration. made eafy anmd
agreeable, and to that End might think it prodent w
withdraw. thofe harfh, difagreeable and unjuf: Inftrultions,
with which moft of his Predeceflors had been bamperid:
The Affembly: therefore believ’d fully, and rejoic’d f]}:}:@re‘:}

: c o =They |

+ For a.fuller Account,of ‘thiys_ Difpu,i,c,‘_x:hr;: Reader i e
fepd. to the News-Papers and Vetes of Afiemoly.
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—They fhow’d the new Governor every Mark of Refpect
and Regard that was in their Power. They readily and
chearfully went into every Thing he recommended to
them. And when he and his Authority were infuited and
indanger’d by a lawlefs murdering -Mob, they and their
Friends, took Arms at his Call, and form’d themfelves
round him for his Defence, and the Support of his Govern
ment.—But when it was found that thefe mifchievous
Inftru&ions fill {ubfifted, and were even farther extend-
ed; when the Governor began, unprovok'd, to fend the
Houfe affronting Meflages, ferzing every imaginary Occa-
fion of reflecting on their Conduct; when every other
'Symptom appeard of fixt deep-rooted Family K/{a]ice,,
which could ‘but -a little while bear the unnatural Cover-
ing that had been thrown over it, what Wonder is it, if
all the old Wounds broke out znd bled afreth, if all
she old Grievances, ftill unredrefs’d, were recollefted ;
if Defpair-fucceeded of any Peace with a Family, that
could make fuch Retzrns to 2ll their Overtures of Kind-
nefs ?=——And when, in the very Proprietary Council, com-
pos’d 6f ftanch Friends of the Family, and chofen for
their Attachment to it, ’twas obferv’d, that the o/d Men,
(1. Kings, Chap. 12.) withdrew themfelves, finding their
Opinion {lighted, and that all Meafures were taken by
the Advice of two or three young Men (one of whotn
too denies his Share in them) is it any Wonder, fince
like - Caufes produce like Effedts, if the Aflembly,
notwithftanding all their Veneration for the firft Propri-
etor, fhould fay, with the Children of Ifrae/ under the
fame Circumftances, #hat Portion have we in Davip, or
dnhéritance in the Son of JESSE : To your Tents, O Ifrael !

- Unper thefe Circumftances, and a ConviCtion that
while fo ‘many natural Sources of Difference fubfifted be-
tween Proprietaries and People, no Harmony in Govern-
ment could long fubfift ; without which, ncither the Com-
mands of the Crown could .be executed, nor the public
Good promoted; the Houfe refum’d the Confideration of a
Meafure that had often been propos’d in former Affem=-
blies ; a Meafure that every Proprietary Province in
Americe had, from the fame Caufes, found themfélves
oblig’d to take, and had altually taken or were about to take ;
“and’
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and a Meafure that had happily fucceedéd, wherever it
“was taken; I mean the Recourfeto an immediate Roy-
al Government.

THEY therefore, aftera thorough Debate, and making no lefs
thantwenty-five unanimous Refolves yexprefling themany Grie«
vances this Province had long laboured under, thro’ the Propri-
etary Government; came to the following Refolution, viz.

RESOLVED,. Nemine contradicente,

. ¢ Tuar this Houfe will adjourn, in order to confult
¢ their Conftituents, whether an humble Addrefs fhould.
¢ be drawn up, and tranfmitted to his Majefty, praying,
“ that he would be gracioufly pleafed to take the People
¢ of this Province under his immediate. Proteftion and
. Government, by compleating the Agreement hereto-
<< fore. made with the firft Proprietary for the Sale of the
¢ Government to the Crown, or otherwife. as to his Wif-
¢ dom and -Goodnefs fhall feem meet. ¥

Tris they ordered to be made public, ‘and it was pub-
lithed accordingly, in all the News Papers ; the Houfe then.
adjourn’d for no lefs then feven Weeks, to give their
Conftituents Time to confider the Matter, and themfelves
an Opportunity .of taking their Opinion and Advice.
Could any thing be more deliberate, more fair and open,
or more ~refpectful to the People. that chofe them {—
During this Recefs, the People in many Places, held
little %\/Ieetings with each ather, the Refult of which was,”
that they would manifeft their Sentiments to their Repre-
fentatives, by petitioning the Crown direttly of themfelves,

and requefting the Aflembly to tranfmit and fupport thofe
c 2 Petitions,.—

* Thefe Words, ¢ by completing the Agreement,” &c. are’
omitted by the honeft Prefacer, in his Account of the Re-
folve, that they might not interfere with his Inﬁnuat;on of the
Meafure’s being impracticable, ¢ Have the Proprietors, by
*% any A& of thewrs, forfeited the leaft tittle of what was
s¢ granted them by his-Majefty’s Royal Ance;&o:;s i Qr can
« they be depriwved of their Charter Rights without their Con-
¢ fent 1, &c. Senfible, that thefe Queftions are imperancet,
if thofe’ Rights are already fold.
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Petitions.—At the next Meeting,  many of thife Petitiéng
were- delivered to - the Houfe with that . Requeft; they were
figned by a very great I WNumber of the moft iubftan-
tial Inhabitants, and not the leaft Intimation was receiv’d by
the Aflembly from ‘any other of their "Confiituents, that
the Mecafure was difappreved; except. in a Petition from
“an .obfcure Townfhip i Lancafler County, to which there
were about forty, Names indeed, buc all evidently figned
by three Hands only.—"What couid the Afiembly infer
from “this- exprefs’d -Willingnefs of a Part, and Silence of
the, Reft ; but that the Meafure was univerfally agreea-
ble ! They accordingly refum’d the Confideration of it,
and tho’ a fmall, very finall Oppofition then appear’d to
itin, the Houfe, yet. as even that was founded, not on
the Impropriety of the Thing, but on the fuppos’d un-
-{uitablenefs of the Time; or the Manhner;and a Majo-
rity of nine tenths being fill for it, a Petition was drawn
agreeable

} The Prefacer, with great Art, endeavours to reprefent
this Number as infignificant.---He fays the Petitioners were
but ‘3500, and that the Province contdins mear THREE HUN-
DRED THOUSAND SOULS ! His Reader is toimagine
that TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX THOUSAND
FIVE HUNDRED of them were apply’d to and refus’d to
fign it.--The Truth is, that his Number of Souls is vaftly ex-
aggerated. 'The Dwelling Houfes in the Province in 1752 did
not excéed 20;000. Political Arithmeticians reckon generally
‘hut'5 Souls to a Houfe, one Houfe with another; and there-
fore, allowiug for Houfes fince built, there are not probably
mere thah an Hundred and ten Thoufand Souls in the Pro=

* vince : That ef thefe fcarce 22,000 could with any Propriety
ke Petitionerss---And confidering the fecatter’d Settlement of
the Province, the genéral Inattention of Mapkind, efpecially
in new Countries, to public Afairs; and the indefatigable
Pains taken by the Proprietors new Allies, the Prefbyterian Clergy
of Philadclphia, (who wrote circular Letters to every Congre: -
gation in the County, to deter them from ‘petitioning, by di-
tiful Intimations, that if we vwerc redic’d to a Royal Govern-
Tnent” it would be the ¢ Ruin of the Province,” ’tis a Wonder
“the Number (near a fixth Part) was {o great as it was. Bt
if there had been no fuch Petitions, it would not have been
material .to the Point. The- Afembly went upon another
Foundation. They had adjourned to confult their Conftitus’
énts,—--they return’d fatisfy’d that the Meafure was agreeabls
to them, and nething avpear’™ to the contrary.
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#greeable to- the - former’ Refolve, and order’d to be tran€ -
mitted to his Majefty.- '

But the Prefacer tells us, that thefe. Petitioners for a
Change were a ¢« Number of 7ah, ignorant, and inconfideraie
People,” and generally of a low Rant. . To be fure they were
not of the Proprietary Officers, Dependants,” or Expeétants,
and thofe are chiefly the People “of high Rank among us ;—
but they were ctherwife generally Men of the beft Eftites
in the  Province, and Men ' of Reputation. . The Aflenibly
who come from all Parts of the Country, and:therefore
may be fuppos’d to know them at leaft as well as the
Prefacer, have given that: Teftimony of them. But what
is the Teftimony of the Affembly, who in his. Qpinisn,
are equally rafb, ignorant, and inconfiderate with the Peti-
tionars ?—And 1f his Judgment is right, how imprudently-and
centrary to their Charter - have his THREE HuNnDRED
TaousaNp Sours acted in their EleGions of Affembly-
men  thefe twenty Years paft ; for the Charter. requires
them to chufe Men of moff Nete for Virtue, Wifdom, and
Mbility

But thefe are Qualities . engrofs’d, it feems, by the
Proprietary  Pdrty.—For they fay, ¢ the wisER and EETTER
« Part of the Province had far different Notions of this
% Meafure. They confidered, that the Moment - they put
<. their Hands to thefe Petitions, they might be furrendering
¢¢ up their Birthright.”—1I felicitate them on the Honor they
have thus beftow’d. upon themfelves, on the fincere Compli-
ments thus given and accepted, and on their having with fuch

noble Freedom, difcarded the fniveling ‘Pretence to Mode-
Ry, couch’d in that thread-bare Form of Words Though we
Jfay it thar fhould net fay t: But is it-not furprifing, that during
the feven Week Recefs of the Affembly, exprefsly to con-
fult their. Conftituents on the Expedicncy of this Meafure 5
and during the fourtcen Days the Houfe fan deliberating on
it, after they met zgain ; thefe their 277 Jans and Better-
#effes thould never be [o kind as to communicate the leaft Scrap
of their Prudence, their Knowledge, or their. Confideration, te
their rafh, ignorant; and irconfiderate Reprefentatives (—Wif-
dom in the Mind “is nct,-like Meney in. the, Puife, dimi-
rifh’d -by Cemmunication ‘to- others. .« They might-have
lighied up cur farthirg Cordles fer us, witheut I:cﬂcrgrfg the

- ' Blaze
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Blaze of their owsr Flumbeaux.—But they fuffer’ d our Res
prefentatives to go on in the Dark, till the. fatal Deed was
done, and the Petition {-nt to the King, praying him to taks
the Government of this Province intp his immediate Care,
whereby, if it fucceeds, ¢ our glarious Plan of public Liber-
¢ ty, and Charter Privileges is to be barter’d away,” and
we are to be made Slaves. forever ! Cruel Parfimony !
to- refufe: the Charity of a little Underflanding,—-when Gop
had given you fo much,--and the Aflembly begg’d it asjan
Alms [—O that you had but for once remember’d and ob-
ferv’d the Coundfel of that wife Poet, Pope, where he fays,

¢ Be Niggards of Advice on no Pretence ;
¢ For the worft Avarice is that of Senfe.”

- In. the Conflitution of our Government, and in’ that . of
one more, there ftill remains a Particular Thing that
none of the other American Governments have, 7o wit,
the Appointment of a Governor by the Proprietors, inftead.
of an. Appointment by the Crown. This Particular in
Government, has been found inconvenient, attended with
Contentions and Confufions where-ever it exifted, and has
therefore been gradually taken away from Colony after
Colony, and every where greatly to the Satisfaction and
Happinefs of thell;):zople.- : (%ur wife firft Proprietor and Foun-
der, was fully fenfible of this, and bein%/[deﬁrous of
Yeaving his People happy, and preventing the Mifchiefs that
he forefaw muft. in time arife from that Circumftance,
if it was continued, he determined to take it away, if
poffible, during his own Life-time. They accordingly
entred into a Contra®t, for the Sale of the Proprietary
Right of Government to the Crown, and actually recei-
ved a2 Sum in Part of the Confideration.----As he found
himfelf likely to die, before that Contra&t (and with it
bis Plan for the. Happinefs of his People) could be com-
pleated ; he carefully made .it a Part of hislaft Will
and Teftament, devifing the Right of the Government to
two Noble Lords, in Truft that they fhould releafe.
itto the Crown.  Unfortunately for us, this has never
yet been done.  And this is merely what the Affem-.
bly now. defire to. have done.---Surely he that form’d.
our . Conflitution, muft have underftoad it.---If he had
moagin’d that all our Privileges depended on the Proprietary
Government,
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Government, ‘will. any “one - fuppefe -that he” would- hima
felf have meditated the Change, that he would have taken
fuch effeCtual Meafures, as- he thought them, to bring it
about fpeedily, whether he fhould live or  die?---Wil}
any of thofe who now extol him fo highly, charge him
at the fame time with the Bafenefs of endeavouring thus
to defraud his People of all- the Liberties and Privileges
he had promifed them, and by the moft folemn Charters
and Grants aflur'd to them, when he engag’d them to' aflift
bim-in the Settlement “of his Province # Surely -none can
be fo inconfiftent ! - And yet this Proprietary Right'of Go-
verning or appointing a Governor, has, all of a f{udden,
chang’d its Nature; and the Prefervation of it, became of fa
much Importance to the Welfare of the Province, that the
Affembly’s only Petitioning to have their venerable Founa
der’s Will executed, and the Contraét he entered into for
the Good of his People completed, is ftil’d an <. Attempt
¢ to violate the Conftitution for which our Fathers plant
¢ ed a Wildernefs; to barter away our glorious Plan of pub«
¢« lic Liberty and -Charter Privileges; a ‘rifquing. of ths
¢ whole Conftitution ; an offering up our whole Charter
¢ Rights ; a wanton fporting with Things facred,” &c.w -

PLeasanT, f{urely it is, to hear the Proprietary. Parti-
zans, of all Men, bawling for the Conftitution, and affecting
a terrible concern for our Liberties and Privileges. They
who have been, thele twenty Years, curfing our Conftitution,
declaring that it was no Conflitution, - or worfe. than none ;
and that Things could never be well with us, -’till it was
new-modell’d, and made exactly conformable. to the Britifa
Conttitution. - They who have treated our diftinguithing
Privileges as fo many IHegalities and .Abfurdities ; whe
have folemnly declared in Print, that though fuch Privileges
might be proper in the Infancy of a Colony, to encourage its
Settlement, they became unfit for it in its grown State, and
ought to be taken away -—They, who by numberlefs Falthoods,
propagated with infinite Induftry, in the Mother Country,
attempted to procure an A& of Parliament for the actual der
priving a very great Part of the People of their Privileges i
They too who have already depriv’d the whole People, of
forne of their moft important Rights, and are daily endeavour~
ing to deprive them ofthe reft | Are thefe become Patriots,
2nd Advocates for our Conftitution ?—W onderfuk Change }
Aftonifhing Converfion! Will the Wolves then

protet
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pfote& the Sheep, if they can bt perfuade ém to give:
up their Dogs 7---Yes ;---The Aflembly would" deftroy all*
their own Rights, and thofe of the People ; and the Propri-
etary Partizans are become the Champions for Liberty !--=
Let thofe who have Faith, now make Ufe of it: For if ’ts
rightly defin’d, ‘the Evidence of Things mt feen, certainly never
was there more Occafion for fuch Evidence, the Cafe becing
totally deftitute of all other.—

‘It -has been long obferv’d, that Men are, with
that -Paity,  ,Angels or Demons, juft -as they happen
to concur with or oppofe their Meafures. And I menu-
on it -for the Comfort. of old Sinners, that in Politics,. as
vwell as in Religion, - Repentance and - Amendment, tho’
late, - fhall . .ebtain Forgivenefs and procure Favour.------
Witnefs the late Speaker, Mr. Norris,-a fteady- and con-
ftant Oppofer of all- the Proprietary Encroachments, and
who, for thirty Years paft, they have been therefore con-
tipually abufing,. allowing him no one .Virtue or good
©Qnality . whatfoever ;----but now, as he fhow’d fome
Unwillingnefs to engage in this prefent Application to the
€Crown, .he is become -all at once the faithful Servant---
but let me look at the Text, to avoid Miftakes---and indeed
T was miftaken.---I thought it had been {m't/yfu[ Servant
of the Public; but -1 find -’tis. only—of the Houfe. Wel
chofen, ‘that Expreflion, and prudently guarded.—The for-
mer, -from a Proprietary Pen, would have been Praife . too
much; only fer difapproving the Zime of the Application.
—Could you, much refpected Sir, go but a little farther ;.
and_difapprove the Application ‘itfelf ; could. you but fay,
the Proprietary Government is a good one, and ought to be
continued ; then'might all -your political Offences be done
‘away, and your fcarlet Sinscbecome as  Snow and Wool ;
then might you end your Courfe with (Proprietary) Honor.
P—— fhould preach your funeral Sermon, and S—the Poi-~
foner of other Charalters, embalm your Memory.—But
thofe ‘Honors you will never receive; for with returning
Health and Strength, you will be found in your old Poft,
firm for your Country.

THERE is Encouragement too for young Sinners. . Mr.
+JDickenfor, whofe' Speech-our Prefacer has introduc’d to the
World, tho’ long hated by fome, and difregarded by the

reft
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et of the Froprietary Fa&ion, is at'once, forthe fame Rea
fon as inMMr. Norris’s Cafe, become a Sage in the Law,
and an Orack in Matters relating to .our Conftitution. I
thail not endavour o pluck fo muchas a Leaffrom thefd
the young Gentleman’s Laurels;” I would only advife him
carefully to preferve the Panegyrics with which they have
adorn’d him : In time they may ferve to confole him, by
balancing the Calumny they fhall load him with, when he
does niot go through with them in all their Meafures : He¢
will not probably do the one, and they will then affured-
iy do the other.—There are Mouths that can blow hot
as well as cold, and blaft on your Brows the Bays their
Hands have plac’d there.—-Experto crede Roberta.  Let but
the Moon of Proprietary Favor, withdraw its Shine for a
Moment,.and that « greasr Number of the principal Gentlemen
of Philadeiphia,” who apply’d to you, for the ({opy of your
Speech, fhull immediately defpife and defert you.—

" 'THosE principal Gentlemen | What a Pityit is that their
IMames were not given us i the Preface, “together with
their admirable Letter ! We'thould then have known where
to run for Advice, on all Occaficns. We fhould have
known who to chufe for cur future Reprefentatives. For
undoubtedly, thefe were they that are elfewhere called, < the
-¢¢ WisER and BeTTER Part of the Province.” None but their
B¢ oins, could have krdown beforeharid, that a Speech which
ricy never heard; 2ud a Copy of which they had never feen,
but were' then requelting €0 {ee, was ¢ a fiirited Defence, ”
and *¢of our Charter Privileges;” and that ¢ the Publica-
¢ tlon of it would be cf great Utility, and give general
< Satisfaction.”--No inferior Sagacity could difcover, that the
Appointment .of a Gowergor by the Proprietor, was one cf
our ¢ Charter Privileges 5” and that thofe who oppos’d the
Application for a Royal Government, were therefore Patriot
Jdembers, appearing  on the Side of our Ptivileges and our
Charter !

UrTERLY to confound the Affembly, and fhew the Ex-
cellence of Proprietary Government, the Prefacet has extraét-
ed from their own Votés, the Praifes they have from Time to
Time beftow’d om the firft Proprietor, in their Addrefics to
nis Sons. And tho” Addrefles are not generally the beit
Repofitories- of Hiftorical Truth, we mufl not in this Inftance,

deny
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deny their Authority. That thefe Encomiums on the Fa«
tlm, uo fincere, have occur’d fo fn.qucnﬂy - was owing,
Loweved, 1o two aufes ; 5 Ilrﬁ,a vain Hope the Affer-
bites enrertain’d, that the Father's Example, and the Honors
~donz his Charicler, mighe influence the Conduct of the
Yons.  becondly, rurthat in atterapiing to compliment the
‘Bens en their own I\u,.“, there was d“V'\)a found an ex-
treme Scarcity of Liatter. Hence, the faihzr, the honored
end banorell: Father, was fo ofien repeated, that the Sons
themielves grew fick of ic; and have been hexrd to fay to
each other w1th Difguit, whentold that A. B.and C. were
come to wait upon them with Addreffes on fonre public ())c—
caﬁon ¢ Then I futpsfe we fhall hear more about our Father.”
So L‘nt let me tell the Prefacer, who perhaps was vnac-
qmmv’d with this Aneruote, that if he hop’d to curry more
"Favor with the Family, by the Inferiptivn he has fram’d
for that great Man’s Monument, he may fiad himfelf mif-
taken ;—-——for,--—the eis too:much in 1t of our Faiber.

IF therefore, he would erect aMonument to_the Sons,
the Voics of Aflembly, which are of fuch Credit with
Liini, will furnith him withample Materials for his Infcription.

To save hin Txoublu, I will effay a Sketch for him,
in the Lapida.y Stile, tho’ moftly in the Exprefiions, and
cvery where in the Senfe and Spirit of the Aflembly’s Re-
folves and Meflages.

‘Be this a Memorial
Of T=—— and R- P
I of P
Who with Iftates immenfe,
Alnoft beyond Computation,
W hen their own Province
And the whole Briifh Empire -
Were engag’d in a bloody and moft expenfive War,
EBegun for ¢he Defence of thofe Eftates,
Could yot meanly defire
o lmve thofe very Eftates
Tetally or Partially.
Exempted from Taxation,
While their Fellow- Subjects all around them,
Groan’d,
Linder the vumverfal Burthen,— ,
T'o gain this Point, They
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They refus’d the neceffary Laws.
‘ For the Defence of their People, ,
+ And fuffer’d. their Colony to welter in its Elocd,
Rather than abate in the leaft
Of thefe their difhoneit Pretenfions.—
The Privileges granted by their Father
- Wifely and benevolently
To ercourdge the firft Settlers of the Province:
They,
Foolithly and cruelly,
Taking Adyantage of public Diftrefs,
Have extorted from the Pofterity of thofe Settlcrs ;
And are daily endeavouring to reduce them .
_ To the moft abje&t Slavery :
Tho’ to the Virtue and Indufiyy “of thafe Pescle
- In improving their Country, ‘
They owe all that they poflefs and enjoy.
A firiking Inftance: ,
Of human Depravity and Inggatitude ;
" And an irrefragabie. Proof,
That Wifdom and Goodnefs
Do not defcend with an Inheritance ;
But that ineffable Meannefs
May be conneted with unbounded Fortune. 4

WhaT then avails it to the Honor of the prefent Pro-
rietors, that our Founder, and their Father, gave us. Pri-
vileges, if they, the Sons, will not permit us the Ufe of
them, or forcibly rend them from us }—David may have
been a Man after Gon’s own Heart, and Selemon the wi-
feft of Proprietors and Governors;  but if Rehsbogn: will
be a Tyrant and a —-———, who can fecure him the Afféc-
tions of the People [~—The Virtue and Merig of his Ancef~!
tors may be very great, but his Prefumprion in ¥eperding
on thofe alme, may be much greater.— ’

I LAMENTED a few Pages ago, that we were not ace
quainted with the Names of thofe princital Gentlemen the

wifer and better Part of the Province. I now rejoice
“da ' that

+ Votes and Praceedings of the Floufe of 'Repfcfentativ»es»
1754, paffim. - 1755, 1756, 1757, paffim. 17585 1759, 1760,
1961, 1762, 1763, 1764, pajim. o
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shat we are likely fome-time or- other to kiow themy
for a Copy pf a Petition to the King is mow before me,
“which, from' its fimilarity with ‘their Letter, muft be of
their inditing; and will probably be recommended to the
People, by - their leading up the Signing.

On this Petition I fhall take the Liberty of making- a
few Remarks, as they will fave me the Neceflity of fol-
lowing farther the Preface, the Sentiments of this and that
being nearly the fame.

IT begins with a formal Quotation from the Petition,
which -they own they have not feen, and of Words that
are not in it, and after relating very imperfeétly and un-
‘fairly, the Fa& relating to their Application for 2'Co-
py of it, which is of no great Importance; proceeds to
fet forth, ¢ That—As we, and all your American Sub-
¢ je&s muft be governed by Perfons authorized and ap-
< proved, by your Majefty, on the beft Recommendation
¢ that can be obtained of them, we cannot perceive our
¢ Condition in-this Refpeét to be .different from -our
-¢¢ Fellow+Subjects around us, or that we are. thereby lefs
¢¢ under your Majefty’s particular Care and: Proteétion, than
"«¢"they are, fince there can be no Governors of this Pro-
¢ vince, without your Majefty’s immediate Approbation and
<< Authority = Such'a ]%eclératign from the wifer Part
‘of the Province, is really a little furprizing, What!
‘When Difputes -concerning. Matters of Property are daily
wtifing between you and your Proprietaries, “cannot -your
‘Wifdoms pereeive the leaft Difference, between having .the
Judges of thofe Difputes appointed by a R_oyé.l Governor,
who has no Intereft in the Caufe; and having them: ap-
pointed by the Proprietaries themfelves, the principal Par-
ties’ againft you, and during their Pleafuretoo ! - When Sup-
plies are neceflary -to be rais’d for, your Defence, can you
‘perceive no Difference, between having a Royal Governor,
free :to ptomote his Majefty’s Service, by a ready Affent ta
your- Laws, -and a Proprietary Governor, fhackled by Inr
ftructions,‘ forbidding him to give that A flent, "unlefs fome
private Advantage is obtain’d, fome Profit got, or -unequal
Exemption gain’d for their Eftate, or fome Privilege wreffed
f;om you! When Prerogative,  that in other Governments
is only ufed for the Good of the People, is here ftrained to the

‘ " extreme,
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gxtreme,~and-ufed to their Prejudice, and the Proprietaries
Benefit, can'you perceive no Difference ? When ttie dire&
and immediate Rays of Majefty, benignly and mildly -fhine
on all around us, but are tranfmitted and thrown upon' us
thro” the Burning Glafs of Proprietaty Government, can
yaur Senfibilities _féel “no Difference ,?‘—'Shelte,r’d'(pe‘rhaps,-“iﬁ
roprietary Offices, or benum’d with Expe&tations, it may
be: you cannot.—But furely you might have known better
than totell his Majefty, < that therg can be no Governoys of
¢ this Province without his immediate Approbation,”————
Don’t you know, who know {o much, that by our blefled
Conftitution, “the Proprietors themfelves, whenever * thep
pleafe, may govern us i Perfon, without fuch Approbatipn?

The Petjtion proceeds to tell his Majefty, ¢ That the
¢¢ particular Mode of Government, whicli we enjoy under
¢¢ your Majefty—is held in the higheft Eftimation by Good
¢ Men of all Dendminationy ampng us, and hath brought
#¢ Multitudes of induftrious People from various Parts of
¢ the World,” &c.—Really ! Can this be from Preprie-
tary Partizans ? "That Conftitution which they were for-
ever cenfuring, as defeGtive in a Legiflative Council, de-
feQive in. Government Powers, too popular in many of its
Modes ; is it now become fo excellent ?—Perhaps as they
have been tipkering .it thefe twenty Years, till théy have
fiript it of fome of its moft valuable Privileges, and al
moft fpoilt .it, they now begin to like it. Bt then, it
is not furely, this prefent Conflitution that brought hither
thofe Multitudes. They came before—At lealt, it was
not that, Particular -in " our ‘Conftitution, " the Proprictary
.Power of Appointing a Governor, which attralted them ;
that fingle Particular which zlone - is now in queftion;
which our venerable Founder firft; and. .now.the Aflerglly,
are endeavouring to change. As to the remaining valuz:
ble Part of our Conftitution, the Affembly have heen equgﬁ'y*
full and fhiong in expreffing their Regard for it, and pei-
haps ftronger and- fuller; -for theit Petition. in that pe-
fped, is in the Naturc of a Petition of Right, it lays Claim,
tho’ modeﬂjy‘ and humbly, to thofe Privileges, pn the
Foundation of Royal Grants, on Laws c,onﬁrined by the
Crown, and on Fuice and Egquity ; as the Grants wete
the Confideration” offer’d .to. injuce them to fettle, and
which they have in a Manner purchas’d and paid for, by

executing
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executing that Settlement without ‘putting the Crown ta
any Expence, - '

Waoever would know what our Conflitution was,
when it “was fo much admir'd, let” him perufe ‘that
elegant farewell Speech of Mr. Hamilisn, Father' of our
late Governor, when ‘as Speaker he tcnk his Leave of
the ‘Houfe, and of public Bufinefs,” in-'173g,---and then
let ‘him compdre that Conftitution witl(the prefent.  The
Power of appointing public Officers by the Reprefenitatives of
the People, which he fo much extols: Where is it now ?
Even the bare naming to the Governor in a Bill, a trivial
Officer to receive a Light-houfe Duty,” which could be
confider’d as no more than a mere Recommendation, is,
in a late Meflage, ftil’d, ¢ An Encroachment on the Prero-
«, gative of the Crown !” | The fole Power of raifing and
difpofing of the Public Money, which, he faye,. was then
lodged in the Affembly, that ineftimable Privilege, #7hat is
becomg of it? Inch by Inch they Bhave been' wrefted
from us, in Times of public Difrefs, - and the reft are
going the fame Way.- 1 remember to have feen, when
Governor. Hamilton was - engag’d in a Difpute with the
Aflembly, on fonie of thofe Points, a Copy of that Speech,
which then was intended to be reprinted, with a Dedication
.to that honorable Gentleman, and this Motto from Fobn
Rogers’s Verfes in the Primer. .

“We [end you here a httle Book,
For you to look upon ;

That you may fee your Father’s Face,
Now ke 15 dead - ang gone.

. Many a fuch Zitle Bock has been fent by our Affemt
blies to the prefent Propriefaries.—But they don’t like te.
fee their Father’s Face 5 it puts their own ot of Counitenance. |

THE Petition proceeds to fay, ¢ That fuch Difagres-
¢ ments 3s have arifen in this Province, we have beheld
<« with Sorrow, but as others around us are not exempted
« from the like Misfortunes, we cun by no Afeans ¢onceive
$¢ them incident to the Nature of our Government, which hath
¢ often been adminiftred with remarkable Harmony : And
your Majefty, before whom our late Difputes -have heen

“ Jaid,
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t¢ laid, canbeat no Lofs, inyour great Wifdom, to difcover
¢ ¢ whether they proceed from the above Caufe, or thould be
¢ afcribed to {fome others.” The Difagreements in queftion,
arc Proprietary Difagreements in Government, relating’
to Proprictary private Interefts.—And are not the Royal
Governments around us, exempt from thefe Misfortunes ?
Can you, really, Gentlemen, by no Means conceive, that Pro-
prictary Government Difagreements, are incident to the Nature
of Proprictary Governments ! Can they in Nature be inci-
dent to any other Governments ? If your 2#ifdoms are {o hard
to conceive, I am afraid they will never bring forth.—But
then our Government ¢ hath offen been adminiftred with
¢ remarkable Harmony.” Very truc ; as gften as the Affem-
bly have been able and willing to purchafe that Harmony,
and pay forit, the Mode of which has already been thewri.
And yet that Werd often feems a little unluckily chofen :
The Flame that is ¢ften put out, muft be as often lit ;—If our
Government hath gf%en been adminiftred with remarkable
Harmony, it hath as ¢fien been adminiftred with remarkable
Difcord. One offen 1s as numerous as the other.———And
his ¢ Majefty,”” if he fhould take the Trouble of looking
over our Difputes, to which the Petitioners, (to fave
themfelves a littde Pains,- modeftly and decently refer
him) where will he, for twenty Years paft, find any
but Proprietary Difputes concerning Proprietary Interefts,
or Difputes that have been connected with, and arofe frem
them ?—

THE Petition proceeds to aflure his Majeftv, ¢ That this
“ Province (except from the Indian Ravages) enjoys the
maft perfet internal Tranquility |—Amazing '—What l—rhe
mof? perfelFTranquility I --W hen therehave been three atrocious
Riots within a few Months -—When in two of them horrid
Murthers were committed on twenty innscent Perfons, and in
the third, no lefs than one Hundred and forty like Murthers
were meditated, and declar’d to be intended, with as many
more as thould be occafion’d by any Oppofition. When
we know that thefe Rioters and Murderers, have none of
then been punifh’d, have never been projecuted, have not
even been apprchended | When we are frequently told, that
they intend ftll to execute their Purpafes, as foon as the
Prote&ion of the King’s Forces is withdrawn Is our
Tranquility more perfect now, than it wos Lotween tl{.{e' firft
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Riot and the {econd, or between the fecond and the third {~
And why ¢ except the Indian Ravages,” if alittle Intermiffi-
on is t© bBe denominated ¢ the moft perfe¢t Tranquility i~
for the Indians too have been quiet lately. Almoft as weil
anight Ships in ah Engagement talk of the moft perfe¢t Tran-
quiiity bétween two Broadfides.—But ¢ a Spirit of Riot and
¢ Viclence is foreign to the general Temper of the Inhabi-
< tanfs.~ I hope and believe it is ;-—the Affembly have faid
nothing to the contrary.~~And yet; is there not too much
of it? Are there not Pamphlets centinually written, and
daily fold in our Streets, to juftify and encourage it ?~—Are
not the mad armed Mob in thofe Writings infligated to
imbrue their Hands in the Blood of their Fellow Citizens'
“by firft applauding their Murder of the /ndians, and then
reprefenting the Affembly and their Friends as worfe than
- Indians, as having privately ftirr’'d up the Indians to murder
~the white People, ,and arm’d and rewarded them for that
purpofe 7--- Liks, Gentlemen, villainous as ever the Malice
of Hell invented; and which, to do you Juftice, not one
~of you believes,—tho’ you would have the Mob bclieve
. them,——

BuT your Petition proceeds to fay, ¢ That where fuch
< Difturbances have happened, they have been fpeedily qui-
¢ eted.~—By whom were they quieted ?—The two firft, if
they can befzid to be quieted, were quicted only by the Riot-
ers themfelves going home quietly, (thatis'without any If-
terruption) and remaining there till their next, Infurrectiony
without any Purfuit, or Attempt to apprehend any of them:—
And the third, was it quieted, or was the Mifchief they ii-
tended prevented, or could it have bzen prevented, with-
out the Aid of the King’s Troops march’d into the
Yrovince for that Purpofe 2———% The ¢ivil Powers:
*-have been fupperted”. In fome fort. We all know
bow they were fupported. But have they been fully
fiupporced ! Has the Government fufficient Strength, evén
with all its Supports, to venture on the apprehending and
Puniffment of thofe notcrious Offenders ?— If it has not,
vhy are you angry at thofe who would ftrengthen its
ilands by a more immediate Royal Authority ? If it has,
why is not the Thing done {~—Why will the Govern-
ment, by s Condud, firengthen the Sufpicions, (ground-
t.iv no daubt) that i Las come to a private Undeiflanding

with
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with thofe Murderers, and that Impunity for their paft Crimes
is to be the Reward of their future political Services — O,
‘but, fays -the Petition, ¢ There are perhaps Cafes in-all
¢ Governments, where it may not be poffible fpeedily to
¢ difcover Offenders.”—Probably ; but is there any Cafe
in any Government where it is not poffible to endeavoyr
fuch a Difcovery ?——There may be Cafes where it is_not
fafe to do it: And perhaps the beft Thing our Gavern-
ment can fay for itfelf, is, That that is our Cafe.—The
only Objection to fuch an Apology muft be, that it would:
juftify that Part of the Affembly’s Petition to the Crown
which relates to the Weaknefs of cur prefent Governmenpt. *

STiLL, if there is any Fault, it muft be in the Affembly ;
for, fays the Petition, * if the KExecutive Part of our
Government fhould feem in any Cafe too weak, we conceive
< it is the Duty of the Aflembly, and in their Power to
¢ ftrengthen it.”~—This /Weaknefs, however, you have juft
deny’d 5 ¢¢ Difturbances you fay, have been fpeedily quiet-
¢ ed, and the civil Powers fupported,”—and thereby you
have' depriv’d your infinuated Charge againft the Aflembly
of its only Support. But is it not a Fa&t known to you all,
that the Aflembly did endeavour to ftrengthen the Hands of the
Government? ‘T hat at his Honour’sInftance they prepar’d and
pafs’d in a few Hours, a Bill for extending hither the A& of
Parliament for difperfing Rioters?—That theyalfo pafs’d and
prefented to him a Militia Bill, which he refus’d, unlefs Powers
were thereby given him, over the Lives and Properties of the
Inhabitants, which the public Good did not require, and
which their Duty to their Conftituents would not permit them
to truft in the Hands of any Proprietary Governor f——
You know the Points, Gentlemen. They have been made
public. Would you have had your Reprefentatives give up
thofe Points? Do you intend to give them up when at
the next Ele&ion you are made Aflemblymen ? . If fo ;
tell it s horeftly beforehand, that we may know what
e are to expeft, when we are aboutto chufe you }—nr
' e I comE

* The Aflcmbly being call’d upon by the Governor for th‘eir
Advice on that Occafion; did ina Meflage, advife his fending
for, and cxamining the Magiftrates of Lancajter County and
Borough, where the Murders were committed, in order to dif-
cover the Ators; but nuither that, nor any of thc’-ot}ger Mc;a.-
fures recommended, were ever taken. Proclamagions 1n-
deed were publifhed, but foon difcontinu’d.




T comE now to the laft Claufe of your Petition,: Wbﬂrﬁk
‘with the fame wonderful Sagacity with Wwhich you in anos
ther Cafe difcover’d the Excellency of a Speech you nevet
‘heard, you undertake to characterize a Petition you owa
‘you never faw ;~—and venture to aﬂ'u;e h;s Ma)e{’cy that it 15
¢ excending grievous in its Natgrc,; that it by no Meang,"
“¢ contains a proper Reprefentation of the State of this Pro-
¢ vince; and is repugnant to the general Senfe of his nume--
¢ rous and loyal Subjeéts in it.” - Are then his Majefty’s
<< numerous and loyal Subjects” in this Province all as great
- ‘Wizards ds yourfclves,and capable of knowing without feeing
it, thata Petition is repugnant to their general Senfe ?—But
the Inconfiflence of your Pztition, Gentiemen, is not fo much
to be wonder’d at ; the Prayer of it is flill more extraordinary,
¢ We therefore moft humbly pray, tha.tﬂvour Majefty would
¢ be gracioufly pleafed wbslly to difregard the faid Petition of
*¢ the Affeably.” What ! without Enquiry! Without
Examination | without a Hearing of what the Affembly
might fay in Support of it | ¢ whally difregard” the Petition
of your Reprefeniatives in Affembly, accompang’d by other
Petitions figned by Thoufands of your Fellow-Subjeés, as
loyal, if not as wifz and as good as yourfelves ! Would you
with to fee your great and amiable Prince, aét a Part that
could not become a Dey of Az iers —~Do you, who are Ame-
ricansy pray for a Precedent of fuch Contempr, in the trcatment
of-an American Aflembly I Such ¢ total Difregard” of
their hymble Applications to taec Throne —Sarely your
Wifdoms here have overfhot yourfelves.——3ut as Wildem
thews itfelf, not only in doing what is rigist, but in confefiing
and amending what is wrong, Irecommend the latter par-
ticularly to your prefent Attenzion; being perfuaded of this
Confequence, “That tho’ you have beer mad enough to fign
fuch a Petition, you never wili be Fools enough to prefent it.

THERE i3 one Thins mention’l in tae Preface, which
I find { omisted to taic 8,0 we of as 1 came along, the Re-
ful:]l of the Houfe o eater “Le. Didkenfoi’s Pr teit on their
Minutes : This is mention’din fuch 2 Manner there, and in
the News Papers, “as to infinuate’a Charge of fome Partiality
and Injuftice ‘in the Aflembly. But the Reafons were
merely ‘théfe, That tho” Protefting may be a PraQice with
the Lords of Pgrl'iameixt, there is no Inftance of it in the
.Hou[e jof ‘\Commons, whofe Proceedings are the Model fol-,
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Tow’d by the Affemblies of America; that thereis no Prece-
dent of iton our Votes, from the beginning of our prefent
Conftitution ; and that the introducing fuch a Pra&ice, would
be attended with Inconveniences; as the Reprefentatives
in Affembly, are not, like the Lords in Parliament, unac-
countable to any Conftituents; and would therefore find
it neceflary for their own Juftification, if the Reafons of
the Minority for being againf a Meafure, were admitted
in the Votes, to put there likewife the Reafons that in-
duc’d the Majority to be for it.  Whereby the Votes, which .
were intended only as a Regifter of Propofitions and Deter-
minations, would be fill'd with the Difputes of Members
with Members ; and the public Bufinefs be thereby greatly
retarded, if ever brought to a period.

As THAT Protefi was a mere Abftrac of Mr, DickEen-
s0N’s Spéech, every Particular of it will be found an-
fwerd in the following Speech of Mr. GaLLoway, from
which itis fit that Ifhould no longer detain the Reader.—

Adver.;.






Advertiferpent.

TO introduce the following Speech to the Public)

- Some account of that to which it was bn Anfwer,
Jeems meceffary.

During the Time of the feveral Debates refpeiting the
Change of Government, Mr. Dickenfon feldom atiended,
and was abfent when the important one came on, whick
iffued in the Refolve, to adjourn and confult the People.
At the next Meeting feveral Motions were made to bring
this Refolution to an Iffue, and after gred¥ Deliberation,
it was refolved by a Majority of 25 @ 3, that a Com-
mittee fhould be appointed to bring in the Petition to bis
Majefty to refume the Powers of Government. But af
none of thefe Debates and Refplutions, was Mr. Dickenfon
prefent, tho . be well knew, or at it bad great Rea-
Jon to expect this Bufinefs wasin continual Agiration.

During this Time, and the Recefs of the Alfembly,
Mpr. Dickenfon - employed bimfelf in colleéiing bis Sen~
timents in Oppofition to the Meafure, and in forming bis

" Thoughts into the beft Order, and dreffing thew 'n the beff
+ Language bis Abilities were capable of. Aud upon the
firft reading of the Petition, and not till then, had be
in all this Time, entered into the Debate, or publickly
deliver’d  bis Opinion refpefiing the intended Change.
- After a Meafure is refolved on in a Houfe of Le-
giflature, it is well known to be contrary to all Rule
and Order, to objeft to the Meafure; otherwife publick
Bufine(s cow’d never be brought to an Iffue. Members
may [peak to the Mode, but not object againft the Thing
refolved on. Bat this Rule, fo neceffary in public Tran/-
altions, was facrificed either to M. Dickinfon’s Indo-
lence in not attending, or to bis Induftry in forming bis
Speech. For be was permitted 1o objel? to the Defign it-
elf.
"f J}n the Debate on the firft reading of the Petitions be
attempted to deliver bis Objections againft the Meafure, ore
senus; But finding every thing be offer'd judicioufly and
Jenfibly
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fenfibly refuted by [eve «! Members, be was obliged 10 78
treat to 1 Speech in writing, which a‘ter a fhort Iniro-
duttory Aiclegy, be read in bis place, in a Manner not the
maft deliberate. ' A -

This unparliamentary Mode of proceeding, andthe Diffi-
eulty of Retaining in the Memory [o long and elaborate &
Performance, obliged, and indeed juftified the Gentlemans
the Author of the following Speech, in taking [bort Notes,

from which, after Mr. Dickenfon bad concluded, ke rofe
20 anfwer the Jjetions offer'd againft the Petition. But
the Speaker beis.y exceedingly indijpos’d, the Debate was
adjourn’d till next Day. ’ , :

Before the Adjournment, Mr. Dickenfon, was requefted
by feveral Members, and imfermed by the Speaker, that be.
ought toleavve bis “+:z2ch on the Table for the Perufal and
Confideration of ti cioufe. But this be feveral Times evad-
ed, alledging ir Excufe, that it was too incorret? and in-
digefted; altho® be was repeatedly informed, that none wou'd
examine it with a View to make any critical Obfervations
on the St.» o7’ Method, but.only to makethemfeves acquaint-
ed with . Subflance. At length be was prevail’d on ta
promife ii be moft folemn Manner, that be would deliver
it to Mr. Galloway that Evening. That Gentleman called
on bim: at the Time appointed, but M. Dickenfon con-'
tinuing in the fame Humour, declined delivering it. Nor
did he give the Members an Opportunity of perufing ity
until the Debate was over, and the Queftion called for,

. whether the Petition fbon’d be tranfiribed for a third
Reading. Which pafled in the Afirmative by the Votes of
all the Members who rofe on the former Queftion. All that
Mr. Dickenfon bad either faid or vead, not having the
Succe(s of altering the Opinion cf a fingle Member.

Nor did the Speech then remain long upon the Table,
for Mr. Dickenfon immediately after, got it into bis
Hands again, and carried it cut of the Houfe:  What
kas been done with it fince, to whofe. Care and CorreSion
i bas been committed, and by whom, and. with whal

Views
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Views it bas been publifoed, the Preface attending i
Juffici-ntly demenfirates. o , '
- Hewever, fince, the Art and Drefs in which it now ap-
pears o the Public, very different from that in which if
appecred in the Houfe, renders it listle lefs than neceffary,
that the Public fhow’d know the Arguments and Reafons
which prevailed on the Members to retain their former
Refe'ution, of profeciting the Petition to the Crowm s
the following Speech, in Subftance the fame that was offer-
ed by Mr. Galloway, in Anfwer to Mr. Dickenfon, taken
from kis fbort Notes, and put into Order, is [ubmitted to
the Confideration of the Lovers and Supporters of public
Libervy, Order, and good Government.

etk
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Mr. 'Gallbzvqyés SPEECH, &e.

Mr. SPEAKER,

FORNOKHH N this iiﬁﬁor'tant Debate, . I fhall not
, )K?K .3 take up the Time of -the Houfe in
XX 1 making large Proteftations of my Since-

- %% #HK fity; or that my Condu is acudted by
: %&ﬂ.j an ardent Defire to reftore the almoft ex-

: ) piring Liberties of my Country. Shou’d
any Perfon- queftion thofe Points, I.{hall léave them
to be determined by my paft and prefent Actions,
‘which will have more weight for or againft rhe, than
all that I cani fay on the Occafion. Should thofe fail of
.derfiehitrating the re¢titude of my Conrduct, I am fenfi-
blé; the moft folemn Profeflions will not produce that
Effet; and by avoiding them, I fpare myfelf the
Blufh, ahd you the Pain that muft arife from an Eulogy
made by 4 Man on his owni Aé&ions. I therefore re-
commend it to the Gentleman whofe long Perfor-
tnamce I oW rife to anfwer; to confider thdt a fteady
Unifotrhity of Conduét; in fupport of Public Liberty,
woli’d have ftood in mo need of fuch Aids, and that a
contrary Behaviouf, with the Judiciopsand Impartial, wilt
fiot receive the leaft. Advantagé from them:. And it
will ilfo bé but juft in him to reflect; that if any
thing difagreeable to him, fhould fall from mlf in

B the
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the Courfe of my Obfervations ori whit he has faid,
he ought to inpute it to the maaner in which he
has treated a great Number of honeft prudent Men,
the long Supporters of the Rights of the People.

Tue Cenfure he has fo liberally b:itow’d ona
very great Majority of the Houfe, is too indecent
to be paffed over in Silence. When, this important
Affair had been fully confidered and debated ; view-
ed “in all Lights, and fully determined by fo great
"a Majority as nine Tenths in favor of the Meafure,
is it not furprifing to hear our Conduct re refented as
flowing from' a  Tranfport of Zeal and. Refentment;
¢« and, viplent Paffions”.—----- I know of nothing that
can juftify fo unbecoming a Charg‘e:“ wTﬁ";s Houfe,
Sir, has long fubmitted to Proprietary Injuftice, and
from a melancholy impelling Neceflity, has given up
many. important Points'of the Libertiés of the Pedple.
They have feen one Privilege after another; facrifi=
ced without the leat Hopes of Recovery, dand new
Demands and Exaftions every Day made. | And it
Length tired out with the continually increafing Mifs
chiefs conflantly flowing from an Union of great
Wealth, with extenfive Power; and-after having i
vain attempted every other Meafure for faving:'their
Country from Ruin, they have refplved to.pétision
his Majefty to refume the Powers of Government.dhs
to his own Royal Hands.

Axp certainly, Sir, " this Refolution was far from
‘Being hafty or precipitate : The Meafare had been,
¢ften thought of and propoied by the fame Members
in precedjng Affemblies. At the laft Sitting, jt was
frequently moved, and then folemnly debated.” And
vet fo coolly and deliberately dfd they proceed, that
they would not abiolutely determine on this impoérs
fant Point, without firft adjourning to confult cheit
Conftituents.  The Adjournment was accordingly

made,
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made for fix Weeks; and we are now returned to
thefe Seats, fully convinced that our Conduét is ap-
proved of by ali the Friends of Liberty, and Lovers
of Order and Government.  Hence I conclude, that
the Refolution of this Floufe 15 not founded in Paflion
or Precipitation, but in cool Refle&tion, and felid
Judgment; and that the Charge the Gentieman has
made againft it, is as groundlels as it is indecent.

1 owan, Sir, all Paffion and undue Attachment,
of every Kind, fhould be banifhed from. Public
Councils.  And that there are Pafiions which do
not arife from ¢ Refeniment,” yet are equally dah-
gerous to the public Weal, and to which it Las
frequently fallen a Sacrifice. Such is the Paffion
of Ambition :----A reftlefs Thirft after Promotion ;
2 Fondnefs to ferve the Purpofes' of Power, from
an ExpeQation of being rewarded with Pofts of
Honor and Profit.  Thefe equally blind the Under-
ftanding, captivate the Judgment, and deftroy the
pure Operations of Reafon. And I cannot but with,
the Gentleman was as fice from thefe miichievous
Paffions, {o frequentdy deffyuétive of Public Liberty,
as the Majority of this Houle is from thofe with
which he has charged them with fo lirtle Refpett
and Relerve.

Jur Sir, I will proceed to the Merits of this
Debate.—--—The Geprleman contends, That this is not
the proper Time © petition for Relief from our Di-
ftrefs, by a Chanfe of Governors.  But agrees, if the
‘Change can take Place with our Privileges Qpreierve\‘,
¢ Letit take Place inftanty.” Thus confefling that
a Change is neceflary, and yet in a few Minutes
after, he pofitively affinms our Privileges are “ f"ul. ﬁ).&
“ now, and that we are in the fuil and peaceable En-
joyment of them.” A Declaration of this Kind, Ly
from a Stranger to Proprietary Uiurpations, werisl

n have
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have been fcafcely excufable : Becaufe a Man ought
to be acquainted with Facts before he pofitively deter-
mines on them. But in a Gentleman who has feen fo
many of our Rights fading and expiring undei the
baleful Influence of Proprietary Ambition ani Intereft,
it'is utterly unpardonable. There are but -ew, very
few indeed, even of thofe who are moft dependant on
Proprietary Favor, but will acknowledge in private,
where they dare to own' what they think, that our
Rights are deeply wounded by the Ateempts of
Power- --But permit me to afk the Gentleman, if
our Liberties are in fuch a State of perfedt Secu-
rity, why is a Change neceffary at all ? Why f{hould
it take place even now or hereafter ?-—-- I leave
this Contradi¢tion to him to reconcile.----I confefs,
Sir, I cannot do it.

IT is a ftale and common Device, where Men
are deftitute of Arguments to fupport an Oppofi-
tion to a neeeflary Meafure, to ufe all their Force
in perfuading to put off and procraftinate. ~But, Sir,
I am confident this Art will not fucceed now; for
all that has been faid, has not tended to alter,
but to confirm my Judgment, that now is the onl
proper Time to forward the. Petition. ’

Tuart theye are ¢ certain Periods, when Defigns
“ may be executed much more eafily and advantage-
¢ oulfly, than at any other ; < Thata {trié Attention to
% every interefting Circumftance is neceffary ;  And
¢ that we ought to wait until they have ripen’d in-
“ to a favorable Conjuntture ;” 1 agree.---—-All “this
has been done by the Affemblies of this Province,
who, like the Parliament of England, after having
dong oppofed the moft arbitrary Meafures in vain,
and eflayed every domeftic Expedient to reftore the
loft Liperties of their Country, found nothing would

" fave .
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fave her, but a Revolution.-----We have often at:

tempted to obtain Relief from Oppreffion, from the

Proprietaries, but in vain.---They have forbid us even

to addrefs them.--—-They have refufed to hear ys.---

We have oppofed their Meafures before the Privy-

Council.--—---We have been but partially relieved,

occafioned entirely by their Mifreprefentations ;---and

now we find, from their increafing Intereft, unlefs

we can effect a Change at this Time, any future At-

tempt muft be ineffectual.---We have confidered eve-

ry * Interefting Circumftance,” and find them all,

¢ ripen’d up to this favorable Conjunéture.” And

in my Opinion, this is the only Time of petitioning

with a Profpect of Succefs. My Reafons are,---The Pro-

prietors, if they fhould incline to oppofe thisChange, (as

it is not certain they will, fince it is a Part of

the Propofal, that a full Equivalent be made them)

have not probably fo great an Intereft now to

fupport their . Pretenfions as they have had here-

- tofore, Death having removed two of their prin-
cipal- Friends in the P-—-—y C-—1: Then as to

our being deprived of any of our Privileges in

the Change, I apprehend, there is not the leaft Danger

o’ it : The prefent Miniftry, befides the Difpofition

to mild and equitable Meafures which they -have

already manifefted, will undoubtedly be very caus

tious -how they give any Handle to a virulent Op-

pofition, by fo great an A& of Injuftice, as the

depriving a free People of thofe Privileges they have

fo dearly bought. Were they difpofed to do if,

-they can only-do it through the Parliament, which
is compofed in Part of that very Oppofition : Their

Prudence therefore, as well as their Juftice, will pre~

vent the Attempt.----------- Again, at this Time, the
Nation has immenfe Tra&s of Territory to form into
new Colonies : By an eafy and expeditious Settlement

of thofe Colonies, the Wealth and Commer;? of the
. ation .
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Nation will be ‘increafed and extended.-------This can
enly be done by granting to the Settlers particular Pri-
vileges, - and greater Liberties than the People of our
Mother Country and of foreign Nations enjoy in their
prefent State.----Sound Reafon undoubtedly will recom-
mend this Policy. And fhould they even attempt to
deprive of irs Rights this Coleny, which has fo
remarkably flourithed, and now tokes off fuch vatt
Quantities of Englifb Manufactures, from no other
Caufe but her extenfive Privileges ;-----it will require
but little Difcernment to perceive, how great a Damp
fuch a Meafure muft give to all the Schemes for new
Settlements, and how fenfibly the true Intereft and
Welfare of the Nation will be affetted.

ThHis, Sir, is not an imaginary Conjeéture :----It is
founded on Reafon, and on Experience. ‘The Colony:
of Barbados had, in the Opinion of the ableft Council,
forfeited her Charter Privileges----And yet upon this
Peolicy only, her Privileges were preferved, as appears,
from the Extract read by a learned and woithy
Member, from the Life of Lord Clarendon.* '

Bur it 1s faid, “ Men of the higheft Chara&er, Gf
reports fay true) ¢ are endeavouring to eftzblith Pro-
£ prietary Governments ; and therefore probably may

~ - ¢ more

* « The Cafe being thus fully ftated to the Lords, they con-
<€ fidered ferioufly amongft themfelves, what Advice they might
“ reafonably give his Majefty. They were unanimouily of
¢ Opinion, ‘ not to advife his Majefty to caufe the Patent
¢ to be called in Queftion: For though they doubted not,
*“ upon the Opinion of his learned Council, that the fame
WOu]d be judged wsid and illegal 3 yet they did not think
it a feafonable Time, when the Nation was {@ aftive and in-
daftrious in [eftablithing] foreign Plantations, that they fhould
fee a Charter or Patent queftioned and avoided, after it had
been fo many Years zllowed and countenanced, and under
-“¢.which the Colony hath fo long flourithed, and was almoit
‘¢ grown to Perfefion.” Life of £dw. Earl of Clarendon, Vol.
DI page g40,

. &
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« more readily incline to favor Proprietary Meafures.™
I much doubt the Truth of this Report----I rather think
Proorietary Governments are, by the Obftrutions to
his Majefty’s Service, and fatal Confequences to his
Subjelts, rendered fo odious, that the Crown will
chufe to retain the Government of the Territories
granted, in its own Hands, whatever Liberties it may
confer to promote the Settlements.--This certainly is
the molt probable Conjecture---founded on a pofitive
Declaration of his Majefty’s Minifters. The Decia-
ration was to this Effect;--m- ¢ That his Majefty’s
« Royal Prerogatives were not to be trufted to the
<« fceble Hands of private Individuals ; who were ever
¢ rcady to facrifice them to their private Emolument.”~

Bur, Sir, thould this Report be true; would not
common Prudence, or what is more powerful, private
Intereft, induce thefe Gentlemen to obtain as man
Privileges for all Sets of People, as would fafely
tend to encourage the Settlement of the Land granted
them ? Wou'd they not confider, that the more Pri~
vileges they could publith to the World, the more
People would flock to their new Country, and the-
fooner their Eftate would become Valuable. This
was the Policy of our firft Proprietor. This enabled
him to fell his Lands at twice as much as they are
fold in any other Government. It was this that has
fo remarkably advanc’d, and fo fpeedily perfected the
Province we now reprefent. ‘ ;

Anotuer Circumftance unites to make this Con-
junéture the moft favourable: We have a Sovereigm
whom the Member himfelf allows, is as < juft, bene«
« volent and amiable a Prince, as Heaven ever grans
“ ed in his Mercy to blefs a People?” It is to him we
petition : It is his Juflice we implore, and his Vir«
tue on which we rely for a Protetion againft the Op-

prefiien
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preffion of his private Subjeéts. To him we have nevef
applied before for Redrefs: And is he fuch a Cypher
in the Government, that this important Tranfaction, in
which the Rights of Thoufands of his Loyal Subjects,
are concerned, will not come to his Notice? Is he pof-
fefled of fo much Juftice and Benevolence, ‘ahd will
he permit fuch Injuftice o be done us, without Inter-
fering ? ------ I cannot believe it. ----- He has not me-
rited this. Charge: ----- He has not appeared this No«
thing in the Conftitution:----He has enquired into the
Aggrievances of the Subject:---- He has redrefled
them:---- And the Minifter on whom he much relies
_is a Man of acknowledged Virtue and Morality. In
thort, he has hitherto, and wiil ftill hear and redipi$
the Complaints of his Subjets upon every Principle
of Juftice and Reafon. Will fuch a Father of his
People, when we afk him to feparate Power from
Property ; to take the Nomination of the Gevernor
who is to rule his People into his Royal Hands, for
the Delivery and Safety of that People; will hLie de-
prive them of their Liberties granted by his Royal
Predeceflors for .a valuable Confideration ? ¢ Will he
¢ when we afk Bread give us a Stone? when we afk
¢ aFifh will he for a Fith give us'a Serpent ? or, If we
& afk an Egg, will he give us a Scorpion ?

WiaT then are we to fear from fuch a Sovereigh;
and fuch a Minifter? ---- When will the Period arrive;
productive of fuch a Number of fortunate Circums=-
ftances for our Deliverance?--- When will Proprietary
Power and Influence again receive fuch a Shock as to
lofe in a fhort Time two of its principal Pillars?---:-
When are we again to expect fuch extenfive Plans for
the forming new Colonies znd extending the En-
£hifp Dominions?---- When will the Safety of our
Privileges be fo naturally fupported by the Natien’s

Welfare ?---
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Welfire?--- and when (look Hiftory through,) cii
we promile ourfelves fo juft, {o good, and fo virtu-
ous a Sovereign, to do wus Juftice ?--~

AvrEx what I have faid, how foreign muft the Cafe
of the D. of Mommouth appear to that of the pre-
fext Aflembly; and how much ata lofs for Argu-
mohts muft the Gentleman be, who is driven to
fuh mappofite Inftances to fupport his Caufe ? ---—-
“That Dule being a Refugee in Holiand, was made
a Tool to the Art and Policy of others; He fet
up an idle Pretenfion to the Crown of James -IL
and he landed with 80 private Gentleman at Ling,
ata Tiime when the King was fupported in the warm-
et Maniier by the Parliament, and no one fingle
Circumftance to promife him Succefs. In the At-
tempt he failed, and no wonder. More appofite In-
ftances might be produced which happened near the
fame Period, to fhew the Danger of Delays, from
the Mifchiefs that arofe to the Nation, by the Parlia-
ment’s omitting to feize. the fortunate Time of re-
ftoring the loft Liberties of England: But thefe did
_not fuit the Gentleman’s Purpofe.

- At the Endof the Civil War, the King was rea-
dy to fecure the Liberties of the Nation, which
then like the Liberties of Pennfylvania were near
expiring: But the Art and Policy of wicked Men
interfered and prevented.--— At the Time of the
Reftoration;, Cua. II. would have complied with any
Terms for preventing the Abufe of Power, and
Settling the Conftitution on a rational and lafting
Foundation. But the Prefbyterians; out of Hatred to
the Independants, joined the Royalifts inall their Mea-
fures of Power: This gave them fuch additional
Strength, that inftead of reftoring the Liberties of
their Country, they renewed and continued their former
c - Tyranny.
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‘I'yranny. I hope, Sir, the fame Se&t in this Pro-
vnre, will not .1& the fame indiicreet Part: That
they will not ttempt to facrifice the Liberties of Penn-
/"ylwma to their prlvare Animofity: ------ Or if they
‘do, that the fame fatal Effe@s will not attend their Ac-
tions: The Spiric of Liberty, if properly exerted, will
be ftrong enough to fupport ihis Struggle for our Pre-
mvaaon

But it feems, under thefe diftreffing Circumftances,
when we have no profpect of enjoying either Security of
Perfon or Property, the grand and important Objects of
all Government, we ought patiently to wait until
Proprietary Influence thall be at an End. Had the
Gendeman, who makes this Propofal, in the long Piece
he has read in the Houfe, offered the leaft Reafon to
thew when that lucky Period would happen, or that
it will ever happen while Proprietary Power and Pro-
perty are united ; or that it will huppen before our inva-
luable Liberties, and all that Englifbmen hold im
}:heevn mll be *confumed, not in the Blaze of Royal

A uthority” as he afferts, but in the Sink of Proprietary
1“ suftice and Ambition, he would have afforded fome
frnall Comfort to the expiring Liberties of Pennfylvania.
But this he has not attempted, conicious of the Vanity
and Folly of fuch an Attempt. Let us but confider,

that the Experience of Ages, fully demonftrates Wealth

to be the Parent of Power, the Nurfe of Influence :

And that an Increafe in Wealth, will as naturally be-

f“t an Increafe of Power and Inﬁuence, as an Increafe

of Velocity in the falling Stone will produce more
certain Death,

Let us take a View of the Proprietary Eftate, what
it was fifty, what twenty Years.ago, and what it is
now, and we muft be convmced that nothing can
prevent their being the richeft S.lb_]e&s in the Englifh

Nation,
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Nation : And therefore Subje&s of the greatel Influ-
erce and Power, and more likely in futuré to oppofe
with Succefs, any Meafures that may be taken againlt
‘their Oppreflion.  Are we to expet the fame Caufe
will not produce the fame Effett, and that Wealth,
by fome Magick Charm in future, will, inftead of
producing Power and Influence, bring forth its contra-
ries 7 If not, how vain and chimerical % the Ex-
pectation that Proprietary Power and Influence will
ever ceafe ? As vain and chimerical as the Expecta-
tion of a future Meflish to the deluded Fews.

_Axp 35 to the Royal and Miniiterial Prejudices,
we have heard painted in a Light the moft terrible
and frightful to us, and the moft irreverent and dif-
refpedtful to his Majefty : Tho’ they are reprcfented
as fo ineradicably fixt, that nothing can remove taem;
I own I entertain very different Sentiments of the
Royal and Minifterial Juftice. Will his Majefty and
Miniftry, upon a folemn Reprefentation. and Proof of
Falts, refufe to lay afide Prejudices, which can bz
. eafily made appear to be founded on Proprietaiy
Mifreprefentations " ?---Will the Royal Far be deaf to
Truth ? or will it not hear at all ? - If we are
heard, I am confident, nothing is more eafy than to
thew the Conduét of this FHoufe has been founded
on the ftricteft Loyalty to his Majefty, and Regard for
the People we reprefent ; and that the Obftructions
which His Service has heretofore met with, are en-
tirely owing to Proprietary Oppreflion and Injuftice.
Qur Proceedings will demonftrate, that the Affem-
blies of this Province have ever been the firft to vote
a Compliance with his Majefty’s Requifitions.---—-That
the fubfequent Obftrudtions to his Service have flow-
ed from Proprictary Inftructions, made in favor of
their private Intereft. That notwithftanding thotz
Obftrutiens, in order to comply with the Rova

C 2 Cilars,

&
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Orders, the Rights of the People have been. often:
wav’d, the Aids have ~been always gra.,n_ted, and even
upon Terms abhorrent to common Juftice.  Upon
thefe ‘Falts being fully proved, the Opinion I have of
the Royal Goodnefs and Virtue, will not permit me
to doubt, but all Prejudices, it any now renain, will
be eafily overcome, dnd the Province reffored ta
her former Credit.

Besmoes, when I confider the Province of Penn-
fylvania as the only Colony that has fully com-
plied with the General’s laft Requifition, rgewith-
{tanding the unjuft Oppofition given t5 it on the
Part of the Proprietary : That many ke nst
complied in any Degree ; fome but in Puart, none
fully but this Affembly, my Hope is not vnrea‘onable,
that former Prejudices will vanith, and our Coudadt
ftand high in the Royal Efteem,

SxouLp fo great a Refle®ion be thrown on hig
Majefty and his Miniftry, as to affert, they are thus
irafcible, thus blind'to Juftice and the Complaints of
the Subje, in plain Terms; (for it has been very
fully infinuated, that their prefent Prejudices, if any
there be, cannot be overcome.)---I anfwer, Sir, if thig
cannot be' done now, there is not the leaft Profpeét
that i ever can be done.-----Every Day hereafter will
bring on new Difficuldies, and.encreafe the Power of
Oppofition----and to ufe the Gentleman’s own Words,
“ It is not to be expefted that our Succefs will
‘ be greater, when our Opponents will have more.
¢« Dignity, more Power, and, as they will thidk,
<« more Law on their Side.”--m---- This Confideration
alone points out the propriety of the prefent Time.

Here, Sir, permit me to obferve, the Gentleman
wotangles himfelf in another Contradiction.  He firft
‘ contends,
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gontends, - this is not the proper Time to pefiticn,
becaufe Proprietary Influence and Oppofision, will at
this Period, be too heavy for uss and then he
confefles, we are not to expeft more Succefs here-
after, becaufe the Proprietaries ¢ will have moye
¢ Dignity, more Power, and, asthey will think,
“ more Law on their Side.”

It is notorious, the late minifterial Cenfures, have
-not arifen from any unjuft Conduft on our Parts—--
But entirely from Proprietary Mifreprefentations.
The Attachment of Human Nature to its private
Intereft is too obvious in the Courfe of humen
Attions to be denied--—-And the Degrees of this
Attachment always encreafe in proportion to ths
Wealth poflefled-----Crefcit amer nummi quantum ipfs
s pecunia crefeit. This 15 not Speculation, but what
the Experience of many Years plainly difcovers with
refpect to the Proprietaries. Frém this Source ever
will arife Proprietary Inftructions, arbitrary and uniuft.
--—-A virtuous Legiflature, I hope ever will fill thefe
Seats, to the lateft Ages. Their Virtue and Integricy
will ever compel them to oppofe Oppreflion. “Ihat.
Oppofition will create Delays and Obftructions to
his Majefty’s Service, and the People’s Welfarc.
And will Ambitious Men, grafping at arbitrary
Power, in Cafe of any Difpute refpeting thofe Ob-
ftructions, lay afide their Endeavours, in fupport of
their own Aétions, to mifreprefent our Conduét ?
Will they forget the Arts of Deception ? They
gertainly will not; but will exert them with more
Ardor ‘and Succefs, in proportion to their Increafe
of Wealth, which will ferve as a Weapon of In-
“fluence to encreafe our Difcredit, and the Minifterial
- Difpleafure. Hence, Sir, I have not ghe Vanity to
hope, that if we cannot now fucceed in removing
the Prejudices occafioned by Proprietary Mifrepre.

' fencations,
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fentations, we ever fhall fee th¢ Day, while the
Powers of Government are united” with immenfe
Property, that Proprietary Influence or Minifterial
Prejudices againft us will ceafe. But I much fear
a little Time will thew us in the ridiculous Iight
that Horace thews his Clown, ¢ who meeting a River
¢ in his Road, fat down on the Bank, to wait t1ll the
< Stream thould pafs him.”

Rufticus ex[peitat dum defluat amnis : at ille
Labitur 5 et labetur in omme voludilis evum.

Tue Gentleman further proceeds in his Poflibili-
ties and ConjeCtures (for of them, and of his Doubts,
- his Piece is entirely compofed) and has attempted to
point out the Time when he wow’d advile the Pro-
fecution of the Meafure refolved on------The Time
“ may come (fays he) when the Weight of this
¢ Government may grow too heavy for the Shoulder
* of a Subjelt; at leaft too heavy for a Woman
“ or an Infant.”---This Houfe would have been
obliged to him, had he pointed out when thefe
may-b’s -will come to pafs. And does he advife
us then to fubmit to our prefent State of Thraldom
and Infecurity, until the Government may grow too
heavy for the Proprietaries ? —Were I, with
the Gentleman, obliged to- ufe fuch flimfey Argu-
ments, for want of better, I might reply, this Time
smay never happen ; and thus oppofe Poflibility with
Pofiibility.---But Sir, I am not reduced to this fad
Neceffity :----1 have evident Reafons to offer, why
it will not happen.----Will not Proprietary Wealth and
Influence daily encreafe with the Weight of the
Government, in the fame, if not a greater propor-
tion ?---The Weight of Government carnot be en-
creafed but by an additional Number of Inhabi-
tants.---An Increafe of People muft neceflarily accu-

mulate
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mulate the Prcprietaries Revenues and Eftate.----An
Increafe’ of Wealth will produce an Increafe of Power
and Influence ; and thefe will confequently encreafe
the Breadth of the Proprietaries Shoulders, and ever
enable’ him the betterto bear the Weight of Govern-
ment, by procuring more Affiftance and -Support.

But ¢ this Government may be too heavy at leaft
4 for a Woman, or an Infant.” But howlong are we
‘to wait for thefe fortunate Periods---future Genera-
tions may expe& them in vain---and what will be-
€ome of all that the Good and Virtuous in the mean
Time hold dear and valuable ?---Mr. T. Penn may
die-—-and what then ? Ricuarp is alive.---But he
may die.~--But has he no Heirs ?---He has feveral
of Age, full of Heaith and Vigor, and as likely to
live as moft Men. But they may all die, unmarri-
ed, and without Iffue. Will not there yet remain the
Children of T. Penw ?----But they, and every of them,
may alfo die withoutIffue ; and in fuch Cafe, the Govern-
ment muft devolve on the Widow of fome of them.
Is this what the Gentleman means ? for he has not
explained himfelf. If I am wrong, ’tis his faulg,
not mine. And after all thefe glaring Improbabulities,
{carcely Poffibilities, fhall happen, then it feems is the
proper Time for a Change.

- T conrrss . I cannot difcover the Force of this
Mode of Reafoning ; but perhaps his own Mode may
-convince the Gentleman, and therefore for once I
will ufe it. Isit not more than probable this Wo-
man may have as much, if not more, Art, Cénning,
and Influence, . than our prefent P-—---- leg ? —---- May
the not marry a Perfon of equal Weight, and fuperior
Diftin&ion ?-—--How then can this Period, fhou'd
it' ever arrive, be more proper than the prefent?-—-
Proprictary Wezlth and Influence will be encreaged,vy
c
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and therefore the Thing more difficult, and of Courfe
the Tune more improper.

Bur, Sw, if thofe Poffibilities fhould not happen,
we are to wait uil all the Male purt of the
Proprietary Family arrived at Age, fave ones fhail
die And the Powers of Government fhall ce-
volve on an Infant.---I own, Sir, this Feriod feems
us diftant and improbable as the other. Eut when'
it arrives, how is the Change to be eficéted. Here
thie Gentleman is again defective in Explanation.
is it to be by a violent Refumption on the part of
the Crown, without the Confent of the Infant ¢ for he
cannot confent. If {o, our Privileges will be loft
@ the Confufion and Violence, with the Govern-
inent.---Is it to be done by a Suit in Chancery,
0 enforce a {pecific Performance of the {ubfifting
Contract between the firit Proprietor and the Crown ?--
A Court of Chancery cannot make a final Decree
in any Cafe againft an Infant, till he is of Age.
Is it to be by a Parhamcntary Enquiry, and an
A& of the Britifb Lecrlﬁature, in Confequence of
wch Enquiry ? If it is, the Rights of the People
may be involved in the Enquiry, which the Mode
iniended by the Houfe is calculated to avoid.
nence, Sir, 1t appears, that this Period of all others,-

will be attended with moft Difficulty to the Crown,
nd D anger to the Privileges we with to have
refiored from the Bonds of Proprierary Captivity.

Acain 1T iy cOntcnded “ that the Proprietary
s )Ea,nuy may e {o urcumﬂ:anced at to be wil«
* ling 10 accept of fuch ‘an Equivalent for the
* Governmen: from the Crown, as the Crowa may
“ be willing to give.” What thele Circumftances
are, remains alfo a fecret to be unfolded. I con-
tlude, Sir, for I can think of no others, that they

ate
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are, when the Government fhall be become of
ten Times greater Value than at prefent, and when
the Eftate of the Proprietary Family fhail be en-
creafed in a Ten-fold proportion to what it is now,
But can the Gentleman tell us, why they may nox
pofibly be now willing to accept fuch an Equiva-
fent 2 ' .

AT any of thefe Times, we are told, * this Pro-
¢ vince mpy plead the Caufe of her Privileges
¢ with greater Freedom, and with greater Probability of
¢ Succefs, than at prefent.—----- ‘The Royal Grant, the
#¢ Charter founded upon it; the public Faith pledged
¢ to the Adventurers, &c. &c. may be all properly
¢ infifted on.”—I thould be glad to learn, why thefe
Things may notnow he pleaded with equal Freedom
and Succefs.—Will it be indecent to lay a true State
of Fafts before his Majelty and Miniftry ?—Will
it be treafonable to inform them—That his Majefty’s
Royal Predeceflors, ta encourage the Extenfion ef their
Dominions, granted certain Privileges to the firft
Adventurers.  That thofe Privileges were enlarged
by the firft Proprietor.—That t%e Privileges thus
enlarged, were ratified and confirmed by the Crown.
—That the Royal Faith was pledged as a Security
for the Enjoyment of them.—That in Confequence
of thefe Grants, his Britzfb Dominions have been
greatly extended, and the Engl/i/h Nation benefited.
—That notwithftanding all this, the Proprietaries and
Sons of the firft Grantee, actuated by Motives of
private Intereft only, and in Violation of the Royal
Faith thus plighted, had fo highly prefumed, as arbi-
trarily to ufurp and diffolve the moft valuable of
thofe Rights.—That thefe Things had created fo
great Difrefpect and Contempt for a Proprietary Go-
vernment, that there was no longer any Security
under it; whence his MaiDe{’cy's good Subjelts were

not
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not only deprived of thofe invaluable Bleflings ff
fully granted and confirmed to them, but that all
Government was at an End, and the very Delign
of Society deftroyed. ~And therefore, to intreat his
Wajefty to reftore his good Subjelts to their Ioft
Liberties and Freedom thus arbitrarily ufurped, by
feparating Proprietary Power from Property, and by
refuming the Nomination of the Governor into his
own Royal Hands, by inforcing a ipecific Performance
of a Contralt, now bona fide fubfiiting berween him
and the Proprietarics. This is a true State of the Facts,
unperverted, and not mifreprefented. And will this
be, as the Member, has aflerted, ¢ precluding our-
s¢ felves from every Office of decent Duty to the moft
“ excellent of Kings ?”  Will this be treating his
Majelty with Irreverence and Difrefpe&t ?—This, or
tantamount, has been done to the moft abfolute Mo-
narch. Can a People give a more irrefragable de-
monftration of their Loyalty and Affection for their
Sovereign, than to petition to be under his immedi-
ate Care, and to implore his immediate Proteétion ?
And can an Application like this, be difagreeable
to his Majefty, or to his Miniffry, fo evidently
for the Advantage of the Crown, and the good
of its Subjects ? No, Sir, There is not the leaft
Danger or Probability of the Member’s Prediétion com-
ing to pafs—That all wi]l be imputed to a < fudden
¢ Paffionand Refentment againft the Proprietors.”

I snouLp not, Sir, treat the Member with the Free-
dom he deferves, if Idid not affert that he has wilfully
and difengenuoufly misftated, in more Parts than one,
the Ground and Caufe of this Petition to the Crown.
He has reprefented it as arifing only from our
differing with the Governor in Sentiments, on the
Stipulation refpeting the Proprietaries located and
uncultivated Lands. And as if all we complained
¢ was not of more Value than two or three Hundred,

Pounds
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Pounds per Annum, for a-few Years.--- Nothing can
be more unfair and deftitute of Candor :--- And no-
thing more evident of the higheft Inattention and In-
difcretion, than to appeal to *“ our Refolves,” fo full of
different Aggorievances, to fupport this Reprefentation.
Though this Aggrievance, Sir, itfelf; is 4 Thing ex-
tremely unjuflt, and what a free People muft with
great Reluctance yield to; and yet was this all, I
am confident this Houfe would give up fuch a Sum,
and an Hundred Fold added, to reftore our Con-
ftituents to their loft Liberty: PRut thi§ is not the
Burthen of our Complaints, and our Oppreflions.—They
are Things that affect the very Exiftence of our Privileges
and Satety. The very Refolves he appeals to, muft,
when they are cotfidered, cover him with Confufion.
*Tis arbitrary Proprietary Inftrutions, infotced on our
Governors, in manifeft Viclation of the Royal Grant,
{ubverfive of the Powers of Legiflature, our firft and
thoft effentidl Privilege, we complain of. Inftruftions
that prevent our fhewing a chearful Obedience to the
Royal Orders, and our Loyaliy arid Afeltion to the
beft of Sovereigns.--- Inftructions that prevent our
affording that Proteftion to the Feople committed to
‘our Care, which it is our Duty to give, and their
Right to receive.— Inftruftions which prevent our
pafling any falutary Regulations for the Public Safety,
or the People’s Benefit.— T'o which fhould we fubmit
in Part, we fhall foon be ocbliged to give up the
whole, and be reduced to the fervile Condition of the
Parliament of Paris, or of the worft of Slaves of the
moft abfolute Monarch.

. We further complain; That the Increaf of public
Houfes, to an enormous Degree, merely to augment
the Income of the Proprietaries Deputy, has cor-
rupted the Morals of the People, to the great Scan-
dal of Religion and Government ;—has enervated andt
v unEmely
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untimely deftroyed Numbers of his Majefty’s Subjeéts 5
wheteby the People are diminifthed, and the Govern-
ment weakened ; and that all our reafonable Bills which
have been prefented to Proprierary Governors, for a
Redrefs, have been continually refufed, from Motives
of privage Intereft and Proprietary Inftructions.

Tuat the Liberties and Properties of the People.
are render’d precarious, and dependant on the Will of
the Proprietaries, by their infifting on the Nominatiorf
of the Judges, during their Pleafure, who are to de-
termine all Caufes between them and their Tenantsy
the good People of this Province:

Trat no Military Force can be obtaired for the
Protetion of the Subje& from internal Tumults, and
Infurretions at Home,- or from the common Enemy
Abroad, but updn Terms the moft arbitrary and un-
juft, that will furrender both the Lives and Proper-
ties of the People to the Will and Mercy of the Pro-
prietaties.and their Deputies.

Tuese intolerable Mifchiefs, with a Multitcude of
others well known to this Houfe; all arifing from
the Nature of Proprietary Intereft and Govern-
ment, are the true Caufes of our DPetition "to the
Crown. Mifchiefs which are daily increafing, and
will continue fo to doy while Power and Ptoperty re-
main in the fame Hands ; and which will {foon, unlefs
fpeedily remedied, reduce this poor Province to a
Condition nfinitely worfe than any of the Royal Go-
vernments in America, fo much decried by the Gen-
tleman, and the People to a‘State little better than
abfolute Slavery. 1In thofe Governments none of
thefe Mifchiefs exit: We find in them, a full Free-
- dom and Power of Legiflation—No Obftruions to.

his Majefly’s Service, a perfet Adminiftration of

Juftee,
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Juftice; no legally eftablifhed Source of Vice and Im-
iorality, and a fufficient Prote&tion againft all Tu-
mults, InfurreGions, and Invafions.——Why then fhould
we dread a Change, even fuppofing all his chime-
rical Fears fhould prove abfoﬁlte Realities.

. Ler us fuppofe, fays the Gentleman, that his
Majefty will not accept of the Government, clogged,
asit will be faid, with Privileges inconfiftent with the
Royal Rights.— I cannot think with him, this Sup-
pofition is reafonable : But fuppofe it reafonable, the
worft Confequence is, that we muft then remain,’
where he would have us remain, yet longer in our
prefent Situatioh ; for the Crown cannot take our
Privileges from us, without an A& of Parliament.
But were it in his Majefty’s Power, to deprive us
of our Rights; He woilld certainly reflect, that thofe
Privileges, whatever they are, were granted and rati-
fy’d by his Royal Predeceflors.=~That they are the
Purchafe of the People, never yet forfeited—That it
will bé an A& of Injuftice and Violation of the.
Royal Faith to refumeé them without the Affent of
the Owners.~That fuch Refumption -will deeply
affe&t the Welfare of the Nation, and wife Policy
of fettling the ‘extenfive newly-acquired Dominicns.
And has his Majefty lefs Juftice and Goodnefs of
Heart, than'his Royal Predeceflors, who granted and
confirmed thefe Privileges.? Will he violate their
Covenants and A&s, which femain in full Force and
Virtue? Or has he lefs Wifdom, and will therefore
damp the new Settlements intended of his now more
than evet extenfive Dominions, for the Sake of de-
ptiving an affectionate People of a féw Privileges mefi.
fplemnly granted and confirmed to them?

Tue Gentleman thinks ¢ the Petitions xf'ro_m the
& People to the Crown, which bave been laid t:;fore
' .“ e»



¢ )

% the Houfe, can be régarded in'no other Light thif
< a Surrender of the Charter.” ' I am at a Lofs, Sir,
to know what Idea he fixes to the Word furrender:
It imports fome A& of yielding up fomething we are ‘ir
Poffeflion of. But no Words of that Import are to bé
found in the Petitions. ' The former Part of them menti-
ons the Mifchiefs and Aggrievances the People labour
under in the prefentForm of Governmierit, arifing from
the Nature of that Government. A#d in the Conclu-
fion makes the very Defigr and End of petitioning,
the Enjoyment of thofe ¢« Ptivileges granted them by
£ his Majefty’s Royal Predeceflors, freed from the In-
¢ conveniencies incident to Proprietary ‘Governments 3
¢ and not a Word, nor even a Hint is containdd in them,
that the Petitioners would furrender, or even wave them.
~Hence it appears, that the Petitions cannot be con-
ftrued into a Surrender, by the moft tortured Inter-
pretation, and without violating thé Words; the Senfe,
the very End and Defign of them and that this will
be dore, either by his Majefty or his Miniftry, the
Opinion I entertdin of their Juftice, forbids me to’
fuppofe. And therefore 1 fhall leave this invidious’
Refle&tion on his Majefty and his Servants, to be
nurfed and propagated by the Gentleman who has
fo freely publifhed it.

To anfwer particularly all the fuppofititious Reafons’
and conjettural Arguments that have been offered by
the Gentleman, to prove that his Majefty and Mini-
ftry will att with Violence, and defert the Principles
of Juftice and Law, to take away our Rights without
our Confent, would be taking up your Time very
unneceffarily.  Thefe Reflettions fo groundlefsly be:
ftowed on them, with fo little Decency and 'Refetve,
muft, n évery loyal Breaft, create Difguft againft the
Author, not a Fear of bécoming his Majefty’s imme=
@iate Subiedts.—— And as to. the Miniftry, whatever

- Opiniorr
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©pimion has been entertained of a former one, the
prefent is compofed of many different Members, who
@2 now under the Influence of the beft of Sovereigns.
~-—"% ¢ have made no Appeals to them—We have had
no fxperience of their Injuitice. But thould they
be regardlefs of Juftice; fhould they incline to de-
prive us of our: Liberties againft our Confent, we
have the Satisfadtion to know, with indifputable Cer-
tauwy, that they cannot, unlefs a Brisifb Parliament
fhouid racfy their Imuftice.

Cur Privileges do not depend on a Proprietary.
Charter— They are all confirmed by Laws ef this
Province; thole Laws have received the Royal Ap-
probation, and are become thereby of equal Solidity
withan A& of Paliament, and therefore they cannot be

repealed by any Power, but that of the King, Lords
and Commons. '

Axp have we not here, Sir, all the Security Reafon
can defire, that our Privileges, thus folemnly con-
firmed and never forfeited, will be preferved on a
Change ? Iagree we have not, if we implicitly believe
the prophetical Conjectures of this Gentleman,  For,
fays he, ¢ this Affair is laid before the Parliament,
< the Defires of the Miniftry are infinuated, the
¢« Rights of the Crown vindicated, and an At pafles
“ to .deliver us @t once from the Government of
<« Proprietors and the Privileges we' enjoy.” Is not
this an amazing Suppofition, contrzdicted by Reafon
and Experience ? Ismot this.a moft indecent Reflec-
tion on’ a Britifp Parliament ?—I fhudder at the Ex-
planation ; but it Is' neceffary.—According to this
Doltrine, Sir, the King, Lords, and Commons, are
the fervile Dupes of the Miniftry. Without Con-
fideration, without the leaft Reafon, in an Inftant, a
Law pafles the whole Britih Parliament, at the
. Defire
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Defire of the Miniftry, to blaft our Liberties. The
Royal Faith pledged to the Subject, is violated by
Royalty itfelf,-—-and private Injuftice is done by the
wifeft Legiflature in the World, renowned for- their

Juftice in all Nations. :

A Svuprosttion fo invidious, fo deftruétive of
the public Reputation of the Britifb Government,
cannot gain Credit with the meft Credulous.  Ma-
ny Inftances might be produced, wherein that ho-
norable Body, the Houfe of Commons, have reject-
ed the unjuflt Attempts of particular Minifters, on,
the Liberties of America. 1 will menten two,---In
the Year 1718, influenced by Mifreprefentations, there
was an Attempt to inforce Royal Inftructions on
the Governors and Aflemblies of the Cglonies, as Laws ;
but the latter conceiving them inconfiftent and deftruc-
aive of their Powers of Legiflation, did not-pay that Re-
gard to them that was required.  Application was there-
fore made to the Houfe of Commons, for a Law, to give
them the fame Force with an A& of Parliament.
But that Body, thought it extremely unjuft,
as it really was, to deprive Britib Subje&ts of
thofe Privileges which had been granted to them,
and under which they had fettled—and rejected the
Application.—In the Year 1748, the like Attempt
was- again made, and it met with the fame Fate
and Succefs. Thus, Sir, we fee, a Britifb Houfe
of Commons, the Guardians of Britifh Liberties,
have not been found on Experience, fo loft to
Juftice and Public Faith, as has been reprefented.—
And we have no Reafon to believe they are now
grown more Corrupt, or lefs Virtuous.

Awp, Sir, {hould an Application be made to Parlia-
nient, tCnew model our Conftitution, when it is found
that illegal Proprietary Inftructions, difannulling the,

‘ Powers
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Powers of Legiflation, centrary to the Privileges grans.
ed by the Royal Charter, is one of the Caufes
of our Petition.—That thefe Inftructions have been
the fole Impediments to his Majefty’s Meafures,
and the Protection of his Colonies, will they mor
juftify the Legiflature that oppofed them P— Wil
they not countenance a Condu& fo fimilar to
their own ?— Will they refufe enforcing the Inftrudi-
ons of the Crown, as a Thing illegal, unjuft, and in-
confiftent with the Rights of the Freemen of America
and yet approve and enforce the Inftructions of pri
vate Subjetts, founded on an unjuft Ateachment
to their own private Intereft ? The Abfurdity, Sir,
is too glaring to admit of a Suppofition,

Bur further to paint out Royal and Minifterial
Injuftice, in the blackeft Colours, and to aggravate
the dreacful Confequences we are to expelt from it,
the Gentleman affirms, that ¢ We find, during the
“ late War, every Point, in which the Proprietaries
« thought fit to make any Oppoliticn, decided
< againft us.”=— Here, Sit, the Gentleman has wan-
dered widely from the Faéts. In the Year 1759, the
Time healludes to, nineteen Alts, pafled by this Le-
giflature, were prefented for the Royal Appropation ;-
thirteen of them were confirmed, though fiveof the
thirteen were warmly ‘oppofed by the Proprietaries,
as inconfiftent with the Royal Prerogatives. A

Taey carneftly contended that the Nomination of
Commiffioners, in Supply Bills, to dilpafe of the
public Money, was an Invafion of his. « Majefty’s
“ Prersgatives and the Power and Privileges ye{_tefjl
“ in them by the Royal Charter” and yet this imi-
portant Point was determined in our Favor, though
Eonfrary to the Prattice of Ages, inour MotherCountry,
where all the public Monies ate difpofed of by the
Crown alone.”™ E LELY
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Tury oppoled, for the faime Reafon, the Confir-
mation of the Laaw to prevent the Exportation of bad
and unmerchantable Staves, &e¢. becaufe their De-
puty Governor had not the Nomination. of the Of-
ficer 10 put the’ A¢t in Execution’; and-yet this A&
was cenfirmed and approved by the Crown.

Tue A& to prevent the Exportation of unmer-
chantable Bread and Flour, was oppofed on the fame
Principle, but with as little Succefs, on the Part of
the Proprietaries.

 Trrse, with many other Points, too tedious to
enumerate, -were oppofed with all the Proprietary
Power and Influence, before the Miniftry; and yet,
Sir, the Aflembly fucceeded, and Juftice was dene
.the People ‘of Pennfylvania. After thefe irrefragable
Proofs of Royal and Minifterial Juftice, if they thould
not fucceed in’ prevailing on the Gentleman to alter
his Sentiments and free Method of cenfuring them, I
cannot doubt, but that they will at leaft wipe away
thefe groundlefs Fears and frightful Apprehenfions he
has endeavoured to inculcate of the Lols of our Pri-
vileges by their unjult Meafures. o

1 po not cxpeét, upon a Change of Governors, that

a perpetual Calm will enfue, or that no Contefts will
ever arife between the Ruler and the People.— That
would be vain indeed; an Expe&ation contraditted
by evident Experience and the very Nature of human
Affairs.  But, Sir, what I expect, and what every
fenfible Man muft naturally forefee, is, that public Dif-
putes will be very rare and uncommon.  With- what
Eafe and Expedition was the public Bufinefs, and his
Majefty’s important Service carried on, during the
date. War, in all the Royal Governments?— Not 2
‘Difoute or Murmur -fubfifted between the Governers
' and
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and the Governed, ‘in their feveral Legiflatures. But
in the two only Proprietary Governments, in Amnerica,
Proprietary Contefts were as conftant and cettain as
the Meeting of .their Legiflatures. In one, his Maje-
fty’s Meafures for the Prote&tion of his Colonies, re-
ceived little or no Affiftance at all; in the other, it met
with grear and pernicious Obftructions. From whence
does this Diderence between Royal and Propriciary
Governments. {pring *— From whence. do thefe Mil-
chiefs arife ? I .appeal, Sir, to the unbiaifed and.
impartial, whether they do not proceed frem the
very Nature of Proprietary Governments.—In thefor-
mer, the Ruler has no finifter Motive, no undue
Biafs .to feduce his Attention from the public Weal,
and the good of the People.—But in the latter, pri-
vate Intereft, -like fome reftlefs Fiend, is always alive,
is ever aftive : Active in perpetual Oppofition tg
the true Intereft of the Colony. = Hence it is, that in-
ceffant Contentions muft ever, exift, until the Spirit of
Liberty is worn out,. and the People fatigued. with
Controverfy and Oppreffion, fhall fervilely fubmit to
the Will and Pleafure of the Proprietor. . From thefe
Mifchiefs, not to be avoided under our: prefent Form
of Government, I hope to be one of the happy  In-
firuments of relieving my Country, by the Petition
for a Change: And of conduéting.my fellow. Sub-
jects to a fecure Haven, where, tho’ a Storm may
once in 2n Age arife, they fhall remain in Safety,
nor dread the fatal Rocks of Proprietary private
Intereft, or Proprietary Influence.

, PERMI’f me next, Sir, to attend the Centleman ia.
jhis Remarks on our Privileges ; on which Head 1
dhall be brief—

 «.We here enjoy (we are told) that beft and greag%
& eft ofall Rights, a perfl';;& religious Freedom.”~a
%2

-~
o
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do all Proteftants in every Royal Government undes
‘his Majefty.

« Provincrar CommifTicrers difpofe of our public
¢ Money.”==So they do 'in New-York, New-Jerfey,
Virginia, and Carolinz ; and fo they may in every other
Colony on the Continent.

« The Pofts of Honor and Profit are unfetter'd
< with Qaths or Tefts.”—The People of Ferfey en-
joy the fame¢ Privileges as to Oaths; and 1 my
Opinion, the fame might be obtaied in gvery cther
Governiment, on a proper AppHcaticn :—And as to
a Teft, except the ufual Teft required-by Alt of Par-
liament, and ¢common to all the King’s Dominions,
fuch a Thing isnot known in Awmerica, unlefs impofed
by the Legiflature of any Colony.

¢ Thofe who areé conicientioufly fcrupulous of
% taking an Oath, dare admitted as Witnefles in
< criminal Cafes.”—Where this Scruple is rare in
proportion to the Number of Inhabitants, a Govern-
ment may, without great Inconvenience, refufe to
indulge it. But where fo great a Part of the Peo-
ple as in Pennfylvania, are fubjelt'ta it, Neceflity
will oblige a Government to allow an Affirmation,
for its own Sake, if not for that of the Scrupulous,
as otherwife Juftice, one main End of Government,
‘could not be .obtained. I have never feen a Cal-
culation, but I apprehend, the Numbers in this Pro-
vince, {crupulous in this Point, may be juftly com-
puted one Third of the People : There being the Peo-
‘ple called Quakers, the Moravians, Mencnifts, Dump-
lers, and a great Nuniber of the Irifb and Dutch Prefby-
terians, who have thofe Doubts. Shou’d they be de-
prived of the Privilege of an Affirmation, in lieuof an
Oath, in all Probability, one Offender out-of three, in.
¢very Kind of Crime, would efcape with Impunity, for
veant



{ %9 7

warit of Teftimony to conviét the Criminal.  For thould
one of thefe People be robbed alone, or fheuld
he be robbed or murdercd, in the prefence of ane-
ther of -thern, the Offender muft Efcape the Penalty
of the Law, becaufe the Witnefs cannot fwear. The

like Inconvenience to the Public muft happen, where
any other Perfon is murdered in their Prefence ;
to-the great Encouragement of Offeriders, and the

Cboftruttion of Juftice.—Hence, Sir, there can be
no Danger, that a Colony, thus circumftanced, wil
ever be deprived of tlis Privilege :—Common Poli-
¢y, in the Adminiftration of Juftice, and the Safety
of the People, in both Life'and Property, forbid it,

% Our Legiflation faffers no Checks from a Coun-
#¢ cil, inftituted in fancied Imitation of a Houfe
¢ of Lords.” But, Sir, have we not a Council de-
pendant cn the Will and Pleafuire of our Oppreffors,
nfinitely more mifchievous 7 And is it pofiible,
that the Gentleman is fo little acquainted with the
pernicious Effeéts of Proprietary Inftrutions, which
not only eheck,. but defiroy, the Powers of Legifla-
tion, and chain down the Difcretion of both Branches
{o effettually, as to make them Cyphers in the Con-
{titution ?  Inftru@ions which render them the Re-
femblance of thé French Parliament, with only the Pow -
cr of forming and regiftering their Mafter’sEdicts—dii-
fering only in this imbittering Circumftance, that by
are obliged to fubmit to the Edicts of Royalty, but
‘awe to thofe of private Men, no ways fuperior to
.us in Birth, Education, Merit, or Dignity.

« By the Right of Sitting on cur own Adjourn-
¢ ments, we are fecure of meeting when the pub-
¢« lic Good srequires .it.” . But, . Sir, let me afk,
what ¢ Public Good,” what Service to our Country can
we do, when Proprietary Inftructions, and Proprietary
privare Tatereft. is to inflave our Judgments, ancll tQ

rule
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pule iz eur Councils.—Has not long Experience
taught us, that we muft fit Month after Month,
frending and wafting our Confijtuents"Money, fruit-
fefs and ineffettual ? In fhort, ‘Sir, thefe Privileges
of Legiflature, with that of our annual Elections, of
which the Gentleman fo much boafts, are all {wal.
lowed up and facrificed at the Shrine of Proprie-
tary Inftru®ions, and the Meafures of Power. ‘They
are now, Sir, but Ideal Shadows, and chimerical No-
tions. -

Unper thefeunfortunate Circumf{tances, arifing entire-
3}y from Proprietary Government, what Man that ever
tafted of the Sweets of Liberty, that has the leaft
Idea of Freedom remaining, can lay his Hand on his
Heart, and dare whifper the Aflertion, that we "¢ peacca-
bly and fully enjoy our Rights and Privileges.” . Surely,
Sir, no greater Miftake was ever affirmed, than thar
<. they are fafe now;” and no Truth more evident than
that were we to lofe all our Charter Privileges, and orly
enjoy thofe of the Royal Governments, our Situation
then would be infinitely preferable to aur prefent State.

* Bur, Sir, we are told, fome of thefe Privileges
are contrary to the fettled Prerogatives of the Crown,
and therefore will be refumed on an Application for a
Change.— I know of but one of them that is fo, which
35 that of Sitting on our own Adjournments, without a
Power in the Governor to prorogue or diffolve us;
and I have already fhewn that the King and Miniftry
cannot. refume it without the Aid of Parliament, and,
Sir, I am confident, their Juftice and Policy will ever
fecure to us, . Privileges which we have dearly bought
and never forfeited, and which are as much our Right
as the Meney. in our Pockets, or any other Property
we enjoy.

AcAIN,
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Acaiv, the Gentleman conje@tures, - thay the
Members of the eftablifhed Church will be very.acs
tive in this Affair, and will exert themfelves to deprive
the Diflenters of their religtous Rights and Freedom.
—For my Part I chearfully confefs, I entertain a ve-
ry different Opinion of their Moderation and Bene-
volence.— Gratitude to that Church, which has fo
long held the Helm of Power, which has had, with-
out ufing them, fo many Cpportunities of eppsefling
the Difieniers, forbids me to entertain fo malevolent
an Idea of them.— Inftead of opprefling them, they
have, in.many Inftances, been extending their Rights
and increafing their Privileges, ever fince the Revo-
lution.— In the Cafe of Carclina, when both Pro-
prietaries and People petitioned for a Change, nd
fuch violent Meafures were profecuted, either by- the
King, the Miniftry; the Parliamént, or the Church
of England— His Majefty and Miniftry, did not at-
tempt to alter the Laws, or vary the Conftitution.—
The Matter was laid before the Parliament, and fuch
was their  Juftice, = which has been fo much
oppugned and traduced, that they did not make the
leaft Alteration, but granted his Majefty the Sum re-
quired to purchafe the Government and Soil.— Very
fimilar were the Circumflances of that Government
at that Time, to thofe of Peanfylvania now.— A - Ca-
vage Enemy, united with the Spaniards, were invad-
ing their Frontiers, the People wanted Protection, and
his Majefty’s Service was obftructed by Proprietary
Meafures and Interefts.—— The Colony was fetdled
principally by Perfons of the eftablithed Church,
more than fufficient to fill all the Offices of
Government ; and yet, Sir, fo far was the Royal Ju-
ftice, or Minifterial Defigns, from depriving the Dii-
fenters of their Liberties, thar immediately cn the
Change, they repealed the only Law of the Province,
impofing a Teft on Diffenters, or thatl ;.ge&.ed their

, iberties.—
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fibertics.—After this fo-late an Inftaice of Royal
and Minifterial Goodnefs, what have we to fear from
our Petition 2+~—Are we to beintimidated, and frigh«
ten’d from purfuing the only Meafure that can fave
our Privileges, by fuch wild Conjettures, fuch ima-
?

ginary Poffibilities £

‘Tur Gentleman’s- Knowledge and Forefight, cats
fies him ftill further.—For he not only undertakes
to foretell the Ations, but fpeaks the very Words
of the Parliament, when this Aftair fhall come before
them... He intimates, that they will fay, ¢ AnyIn-
¢ dulgencies thewn to. the Colonies heretofore, were

like the Indulgencies. of Pareasts to their [ufanis,
¢ They ought to ceafe with that fender Age”  Did
they fay or at in this Manner, on any of the an-
tecedent Changes from Proprietary to Royal Govern-
ments.—A Charge this, full of the higheft Indigni-
ty and -Affront! And will that wife Body coun-
tenance fuch arrant Deception, fuch unparalleled
Fraud ?—They have not, they will not.—This 1s the
feconds Time I have feen this Doftrine publithed in
Pennfylvania. 1 hope I may never fee it again. It
never rook its Origin, nor ever was thought of in
our Mother Country.  The Author of the Brief State,
that -common Enemy to the Liberties of Awerica,
built his flavith Superfiru&ture for depriving her of
her Privileges upon this Principle. The Crown, Sir,
in 1681, with this fole View, to fetcle this Colony,
and t0 extend the Commerce of the Nation, granted
zo our Anceftors the Privileges we ought now to
enjoy. Thofe good People left their . Mother Coun-
iy, and every focial Conneftion, and with infinits
Toil, Expence, and Danger, unaffited by the Crown,
fettled this remoté Wildernefs—To the great Increafe
of the national Commerce. And thus have fulflled
shely Contra® with the utmoft Punétuality on thejy

‘ Parts,
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A firft) Sir, cur Privileges were of litzle
; 5 they coud be fearcely exercifed or enjoyed.—
40w new we are arrived at a Capacity to enjoy’
themn, will cur. Mother Country retain the Benchir
of cur Labor, and deprive us of the Confideration ?.
—tTonor, Reafon, Juftice, Virtue, forbid ir.. Let
me 1uppele, by Way of Illuftration, That a Father
fcnds his Sen into a diftant Country, to perform for
him feme efiential Service: And he grants himi a
Cenfideraticn, which he is to have for the Perfor-.
mance. The Son performs the Service with greac
Ioil and Danger, and at his own Expence. But
when he fhould enjey the Rewuid of his Farigue—
His Parent arbitrarily deyrives him of the Confide-
ration.  'What Wards, Sir, thall we find in any Lan-
guage, to deleribe the Idea of a Condutt {o bafe
and fraudulent 7—And how groundlefs and affrontive
muft fuch an Imputation be to a Britifh Parliamert?

l‘\
Coire

~ Ovur Right to petition for a Change, calls “next
for my Confideration. 7This, Sir, it is contended,
we ““ Have no Right to do, without the almoft univerfal.
¢ Confent of the People, expreft in the plainett Man-
¢ ner.”  This Pofition appears to me as ftrange as- it
is ablurd. It is contraditted by the Experience and
Practice of all Ages aiid Nations. Thefe is {carcely
onc Government 1n the civilized World, that now re-
tains its original Form. And I believe none, Sir,
that has been changed by the expreffed univerfal Con-
fent of the People.  Innumerable Inftances might be
adduced of this Truth, frein antient and modern Hif-
tory; but afew from the latter may fuffice. Was
the -glorious WiLLran; -the Deliverer of the Englijh
Nation from Bigotry, Superftition, and Slavery,
‘vefted with Britifp Regality by the detlared tniverfal
Affent of the People >~ Was the Stadtholder eleted
without confiderable Oppofition in the States of e~
land ?——Thev were not. o
‘ E Trss
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Tuts Province, Sir, was originally govertied by 2
Governor, a Provincial Council of Seventy, and a-
Houfe of Reprefentatives, confifting of two Hundred.
And in this Council the Governor had but a < treble’
¢ Vote.”-— This was our original Form of Govern-
ment eftablithed in 1682, by the Proprietor and Ad-
venturers. And yet we find that in 1701, this Frame
of Government was, after it had undergone vari-
otis Changes, finally furrendered by fix Parts in feven
of the Affembly met, without econfulting their Confti-
tuents, and our prefent Charter accepted. This,
Change then is either valid or it is not;—it was
either made on good Authority, or it was not.—1In
either Cafe the Doétrine of univerfal Confent is abfurd:
or mifchievous.— If itis valid, then the Refolution of
this Houfe for a Change, aflented to by nine Tenths
of thé Members met, muft be valid alfo. If it is not
valid, then all our Privileges,” derived under our pre~
fent Charter, fo much boafted of by the Gentleman,
vanifh, being founded on no Authority, and we
maift recur to the old inconvenient and fcarcely prac-
ticable Form of Government.

- Besipes, Sir, the Right in this Houfe to petitiort
for a Change, whenever they think it neceffary for the
Welfare of their Conftituents, is founded on, and
eftablifhed by the very Terms of our prefent Charter.
Six Parts in feven of the Aflembly met, have Authority
to alter, change, or diminifh the Form and Effeét
thereof, without confulting or taking the Opinion of
the People. '

TFurTHER to expofe the Abfurdity of this Affertion 5
Arbitrary Power will ever have Numbers to fupport
it; without this, Power could not become arbi-
trary. ~ And fhould People opprefled, wait for this
univerfal Affent, Changes never would happen, and
their Slavery never nd.—What is right and necef:

fary
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fary for the Safety of the People, virtnous-Men, en-
trufted with their Welfare, will ever purfue, tho’
‘Millions and Mountains oppofed.— Salus Populi eft
Juprema  Lex.— Let this Principle, and this™ alone,
freed and unfhackled with any other Confideration,
aCtuate our Conduct, and we fhall ever fecure 2
{elf-approving Confcience,” which is of higher Efti-
mation than the greateft Wealth, the moft inva-
luable Jewels. ' v

Bur, Sir, Ifhould be glad to learn what is meant
by this almoft univerfal Confent.—1Is it the Confent
of two Thirds, nine Tenths, or of ninety-nine oyt
of an Hundred of the People >— Where will this
vague and indeterminate Rule end.— We have the
Sausfaltion to know that our Conduét is fupported,
and the Meafure we are taking approved of, by
a very great Majority of the People, and all the
independant Lovers of Liberty; not merely from
the Petitions to his Majefty, now before the Houfg,
but by our mixing among them, during our Recefs,
and various other Means of confulting their Incli-
nations.— It is to them we are accountable; and
if we have their Approbation, it is all we ought
 to expett; their Difapprobation is all we ought
to - fear.

Brrore I conclude, I will endeavour, Sir; to re--
move the ¢ Surprize, Grief, and Terror,” with. which
the Form of our intended Petition to. the Crown:
has ftruck him. If, Sir, a true Reprefentation of
the uncammon Mifchiefs which attend the Liber-
ties of a free People, arifing from the very Nature
‘of Proprietary Governments.—If a true State of our
prefent Confufion, both in and out of our public
Cquncils—If a juft Account of our prefent Infecy-
‘tity of Life and Eftate, given to the Crown, bea

' ‘ Fa2 Jufit
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juft .Caufe of Terror, then the Gentleman’s ‘Pan-
pick -is juft. - But, Sir, thefe Things. I conceive are
rather Caufes of Joy than Fear. *Tis from hence we
muft hope to be relieved from our™ prefent unhap-
py Circumitances. '

Bur we- thould not have infgrmed his Majefty,
#¢ that Pemnfylvania is- a Scene of Confufion;  that
«’ armed Mobs are marching from one Place to
¢ another,” &c. _And are not thefe Things true ?
+~—Armed Mobs, not one only, but three, in the
Space .of a few Months, have marched from Place
to Place, broke open the public Gaol, and perpe:
trated with Impunity, the moft horrid Murders in
cool Blood—in the Face of the Magiftracy, and defi-
ance of the Government.—And to add to their
Villainy, they came to the -capital City,” with the
fame black Defign, determined, if we may judge
from their Threats,to wreak their Vengeance not
only on-the Indians, but upon fome of the Mem-
‘bers of Government itfelf. Nor was the Govern-
‘ment capable of defending itlelf, or the People
under its. Care. - No, Sir, our prefent -Safety, and
for aught I know, our prefent Fxiftence, is owing
ta the King’s Troops, and a few brave Volunteers,
the Friends of Liberty, of public Virtue, and of
Government.- And fhall we _be afraid to reveal
-fuch’. .imminent’ Danger ! Such extreme’ Diftrefs !
to the- beft of- Kings ?—And when fuch Cenfufion,
fuch horrid Guilt, fuch heinous OFences, take Placeina
dependant Colony, - with ¥mpunity ; when the Govern-
“ment-itfelf refufes’or negleéts, oris incapable to afford
‘Redrefs, -does it not become a matterof the highcft
Neceflity and. Wifdom ? Is it not our indifpenfable
Duty, to reprefent thefe Things in their true Light
to the -Crown, who alone canpreferve us from {ach
inexpreflible- Bwils-? - .

Prr,
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Burr, * Sir; fhould we wa've thete "Tlings, - and
.d.r,a_w qu‘:Petxtlon in-a different Drefs, ‘can’ we “dak
nihilate the: Meffages between: the Governor - aiid
Affembly ? Can we withdraw the Gowernor’s Pro-
,leamations? Can we hold the Hands of his Ma-
Jelty’s General, whofe Aid we were obliged ‘to ac-
cept, from giviny the Intelligence >—Can we fop
the Mouths, and clofe the Eyes of all Exgland and
America, or prevail on his Majefty, or the Miniftry,
t) bury in Oblivion what .they have, €’er now, o
often read and heard ?—Tf we cannot do thefe
Things, how vain and ridiculous muft our Attempt
be, to hide thefe Tumults and Murders from the
Royal Knowledge, fhould it be ‘thought prudential
or uleful ? Buat, Sir, that canfiot be ; for the Affemi-
‘Bly of Carolina reprefented their Governmeiit in'thé
‘fame “State of Confufion, and want of Prote&ion,
in their  Petiion for a Change ; and no i}, -but
very good Confequences attended it.

Ir the Gentleman has been ftruck :with Terror
at the Form of our Petition, I°own, Sir, 1 am
ftruck wi:h-more Amazementat his Conduétin endes:
‘vouring to ‘palliate the horrid Muiders comimitted
by thefe Infurgents. I have heard him" ih"ithis
Houfe, exprés himfelf with genuine Warmth' and
Indignatien againft them.—I have heard himdeno-
‘ininate thefe firt of Crimes by their proper Names 3
—1J have  heard him paint them in their ftrongeft Co-
lours.—But - he feems now afraid to call them Crimes,
and adopts the foft and palliating Term, < Folly,”
e reprefents them as repencing Men,  convinced
< of their Errorsy” and the Condu& of the Houfe
'ss unbecoming, in calling them" armed - Mobs,?
which he reprefents as* ¢ paintiny them'in the ftrong-
¢ eft-Colours.”  He wou'd perfuade vs -t believe,
* they have remounced all Thoughts of fuch -wild
« Artempts for the furture.”— Is
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Is it not aftonithing, that a Gentleman, who fo
lately could paint thefe Offences in the moit agzra-
wvated Light, thould now foften them into nothing
more than an A¢ of Folly : And fhould charge this
Houfe with Indecency, in defcribing with fo much
Moderation, a Set of Villains, who in Defiance of
the Laws, the Magiftracy, the Government, and
Heaven itfelf, had murdered a Number of - innocent
¥4en, Women, and Children, in-cool Blood : Who
exulting and glorying in the Aét-—attempted to add
to their Crime, by refolvingto maffacre a Hundred
and fifty more, together with {ome of the beit Men
in the Government : For fuch was their Defign, if
we may rely on their own Declarations and Threats.
What Wind has occafioned this fudden tack in the
Gentleman’s Condué, I fhall not precifely deter-
mine.—Thus much I will add, That it muft be
fome erroncous Policy, not Reafon or Virtue ; for
Murders of the higheft Rank cannot be palliated
on either of thofe Principles.

Twue firft Riot in this Province, that I can re-
collect, was fpirited up by the Tools of Power, to
deftroy the Freedom of Elefions ; the fecond by
the fame Perfons, to intimidate the Houfe of Re-
grefentatives into the arbitrary Meafures of the Govern-
ment ; the third to murder and deftroy innocent Peo-~
ple, bis Majefty’s Allies, on their Settlements, under
the Prote¢tion of the Government; the fourth, ftill
more aggravated, to murder, in cool Blood, Men,
Women and Children, under the immediate Care
of the Magiftracy, agd in their Prefence; and the
fifth ftill more heinous and aggravated than all the
the others, to murder a Number of People under
the immediate Eye of the Governor, and the
Proteftion of his Majefty’s Troops; nor were the
Members of Government itfelf to have been fres

rom
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from the horrid Maffacre, had not thefe Infurgense,
been ftopped in their Career; not by any Power
in the Government, for that was ineffeCtual,  bue
by the King’s Trcops, and the volunta 1y Aidof
the Citizens ™ of Pbhiladelphi.- Let us take afe-
rious View of thefé Fatts, and then determine what
Reafon we have to expe¢t thefe dangerous Tumults
are at an End.—Are not the Murderers ftill rangs
ing the Country with Impunity ?~—Has the Govern-.
ment made the leaft Enquiry after the Criminals 3
lifted a Finger, or given: an Order for their Pu-
nithment, tho’ requefted to do it by this Houfes
and are not thefe Things the moft evident Proofs
of our Infecurity, and of the greateft Difrefpe&t
to a Proprietary Government, and that it has not
either Power fufficient,” or Inclination, to afford
Protecticn to his Majefty’s Subjeéts.

" But, Sir, the Gentleman would perfuade us to
Believe he is well acquainted with their Conduét,
their Penitence, and their future Defigns, and
that they, by fome uncommon Attonement, have
wiped away the Guilt of their heinous Offences,
and never intend to commit them more.

Waar Communicationn the Gentleman has with
them, or what private Intelligence he has received
of their Penitence, are yet unknown, as he has not
communicated them. But Riots and Murders, Sir,
when once begun, encouraged and fupported by
fuch Numbers as thefe have been, feldom ceale,
fill the Offenders are punifhed, or their Defigns
fucceed : Burt like the raging Fiame, once kindled,
will confume all before them, unlefs extinguifhed by
fome fuperior Force.  And the daily Threats of thefe
lawlefs People, with the infamous Pamphlets continu-
ally publithed, to juftify 'and encourage them,dtd'g
; n
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a0t demonflrate the leaft Intention in them to alte?
their -Conduét, or: the leat With in their wicked
Abettors, that they fhould do fo.

<« Byr (he fays) that we fhall furnifh a Realen
< for fettling a Military Eftablifhment upon us, &c.
“ by thus reprefenting the Government in Confu-
“ fion.”—A Military Eftablithment 15 already, and.
will be mere effectually eftablithed in the Colenies.
This feems the determined unalterable Refolution
of a Britifb Parliament.—Nothing leis will ever fecure
them Prote¢tion in their prefent difunited State. There
is no Alternative between this Meafure and a gene-
ral Union, to infure us Protection againit the foreign
Invader. Such an Union has been already reject-
ed, and fuch an one we fhall now never enjoy :
Our Superiors think it convenient to keep us in
another State ; and therefore we f{hall undoubted-
Iy have this Meafure, which has firuck the Gen-
tleman with fo much Terrer and Pannick, eftablith-
ed, whether the Government is changed or not. The
Queftion then arifes, whether we had rather have
a Military Eftablithment in a Government under
“the Crown, or the Proprietaries—Impartial Reafon,
free from Proprietary Atrachment, will foon deter-
mine.—The Crown has no private Intereft to pro-
mote; the public Good will be its great Chyedt,
and therefore will never make ufe of it to our
Difadvantage. Al the Inconveniency we fhall fuf-
fer by being immediately under the Crowr, will-
be a proportionable Part of the Aids to fupport
the Troops. But the Proprictaries have great pri-
vate Intereft; an Idol to which they have been long
facrificing the public Weal, withotit Fear or Remorfe.
They willundoubtedly thenendeavour to makeuie of the
Military Men to ferve that Intereft, to dragoon the Peo-
ple into their Meafures; the Meafures of Slavery and:
dppreflion.—=Expericnce hath ‘alteady convinced f"us
of -
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©f this Truth; th¢ Condu@ of the Goverment in
the beginning of the late War, fufficiently proves
it. . Should the Militaty Power, in a Government
under the Crown, mifbehave, we fhould, upon com-
plaint, be redréfled.— No Perfon of Influence there,
would find it their Intereft to inteifere in Support
of them, contrary to the Rights of the People.—
But if fuch a Power is made fubfervient to Pro-
prietary Meafures; .will not the Principals in thofe
Meafures fupport that Power ;3 and will not
that Support ever prevent our obtaining Re-
lief? Hence, Sir, itis clear; fince we muft have a
military Power eftablithed in America ;5 nay, fince
it is done already, it will be infinitely lefs mif
chievous to us, lefs fatal to our Liberties to be-
come the immediate Subjefts of his Majefty, than.
to remain under our prefent Government,

The Geritleman afferts, that © With unremitting
¢« Vigilance - and undaunted Virtue, fhould a fiee:
“ People watch againft the Encroachments of Pow-
“ er,” (meaning the Power of the Crown.) I
agree, Sir, we ought to guard againft the En-
croachments of all Kind of Power. The Power:
of the Proprietaries; as well as of the Crown.—
The Extent of the latter we know; the Royal Go-
vernment fhews its Limits; they are known and con-
fined; and rare it is, that any Attempts are made
to exiend them:. But where Proprietary Power will
terminate, where 1ts Limits will be fixt, and its
Encroachmerits end; is uncertain~-It has already
been extended to a moft dangerous Length, and
our Liberties afe daily confuming before it. And;
Sir, I am fully perfuaded, was the Gentleman 2
Friend to the Liberties of Pemnfylvania, he would,
with equal Zeal, have recommended this Vigilance
and Virtue, to watch againft, and remove the illes
gal Ufurpations of Propiietary Tyranny.
N G Permir
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. PeamiT me, -Sir, to anfwer 2 féew Queftions dhie
Gentleman has put, by ferioufly afking him a féw
others.— ¢ Have we not (fays he) fufficiently fele
« the Effets of Royal Refentment?” Royal Re-
fentment, Sir, indecently defcribed by the Gentle:
man in fuch aggravated Colours, has been difpenfed
with Royal. Moderation.— But why fo much Ran-
cour againft the Royal Condut? And why fo
tender of Proprietary Mifreprefentations, Proprietary
Hatred and Ili-will againft the good People of this
Province, the true Caufes of the Royal Difpleafure ?
~Here, Sir, if Juftice took Place, would the Shafts
and Darts of the Gentleman be pointed.— Here it
would be juft. But let me afk, what ill Effe&s
have flowed from the Royal Refentment ?— What
Liberties has it deprived us of ?—~ What Privileges'
has it deftroyed ? None. But, Sir, have we not
felt the Iron Rod of Proprietary Inftructions, and
Proprietary private Intereft, wounding and deftroy-
ing the moft effential Rights a People can enjoy ?

“ Is not the Authority of the Crown fully enough
« exerted over us?” I have {een no undue Exerti-
ons of the Royal Authority in this Province. But
has not the private Authority of the Proprietaries,
been fo exerted, that the People have often wanted
Proteétion, and Thoufands been facrificed to their Ar-
bitrary Ulurpations ? 1If, Sir, the Gentleman was
cruly concerned for the Welfare of his Country,
would he not be more concerned to remove the
arbitrary -Attempts of Proprietary Intereft, inftead
of abufing the Authority of Royalty ? From whence,
the’ we have received a fatherly Reproof, we have
received no Injury :—He certainly wou'd.

~ To conclude, Sir, I have not heard ore folid
‘Argument drop from the Gentleman, to alter my Opi-
nwmn.
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fiion. “Nor do I believe his Eloquence Fas changed
the Sentimgnts of one Member in the Houfe.—We
"3{:: too. well acquainted with the Facility, and Secu-
mty: to. our Privileges, with which this Meafure may
be carried into Execution. .And therefore we have
too great a Regard for our Country to lay it afide;
It has been often mentioned in this Houfe, and
fufficient Documents to prove it, have been laid
‘on the Table, That Mr. Prnw, the firft Proprietor,
confcious that the Powers of Government could not
be always retained in his Family, aGtually made a
Contrat with the Crown,- to refign them for a
Sum of Money, of which he received Part: That
this Contract ftill fubfifts in full Force.—~That by
this Contradt, the equitable Right is, beyond Con-
“troverfy, in the Crown.—And that his Majelty may
readily obtain the legal Right, upon paying the
Refidue of the Money, by a Suit in Chancery, thould
the -prefent Proprictaries have the Prefumption in
fo plain a Cafe, to enter into a Contelt with the
King about it. Befides, Sir, I have feen the Cpi-
nion of fome very great Men, his Majefty’s Ser-
vants, and often near his Perfon, That the Powers
of Government is an Intereft that cannot be tra
fer'd or alien’d. If this Opinion be a good or
as I am clear it is, the Right of Government c:
not be in our prefent Proptietaries, but in t
" elder Branch of their Family.—And further, It
<ertain, that the Proprictaries ftand indebted to. tne
Crown for one Moiety of the Rents, Iffues, and
Profits of the three lower Counties, Ordinary-and Extra-
ordinary, everfince the Year 1682, which, upon.a mode-
rate Calculation,muft amount to fifty Fhaoufand Pounds
Sterling, clear of all Expences "and: Deductions:
Under thefe Circumiftances, will it. nat be the high-
elt Prefumption in the Proprietaries, to oppofe the
R iption of-the Nomination -of the Govers
’ - nog
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por of this Province.—Thefe are the Weapons which
I am confident will be ufed for the , Reftoration
of our Liberties, and for faving his Majefty’s faith-
ful Subje&s in this Province, rrom that Thraldom
and Bondage, which Proprictary Inftructions, and
private Intereft, have impofed upon them.

Wite great Propriety, a Political Body has often
been compared to a human Conititution. Let us
fuppofe then, That a human Conftitution is attacked
by a violent Difeafe, the Effeét whereof has near-
ly deftroy’d the Powers of Life, and vital Mot-ion,
afd Nature is no longer capable of ftruggling for
Relief.—Is not this the Time to apply the Remedy?
and would any but a Quack, wait in Hopes of
fome lucky Crifis, until the Diforder grew too pow-
erful for Nature and Medicine ? The Powers of
Legiflature truly refemble the Soul which animates
and directs the Condué and Behaviour of the poli-
tical Inftitution. An upright Adminiftration of Juf-
tice refembles the ative Blood, which, by its pure
and uninterrupted Courfe, preferves and fupports its
Health and Vigor. In thefe two vital Parts, with

" many others, the Fever of Ambition-and arbitrary
Power, is, and has been centinually raging with
nnremitting Violence. The Powers  of Legiflation
are fo check’d and*controled, that they are almoft
annihilated—The Courts of Judicature are {fo dependant
on Proprietary Influence, that wherever Proprietary
Intereft is in Queftion, the Stream of Juftice becomes
fo turbid and thick, that it can no longer difcharge
its Duty, Security of Life and Eftate is become an,
empty Name, and the Spirit of Liberty diftreft and
worn out, by ineffectual Eftorts for her Prefervation,
is verging faft to a Diffolution. Nothing but a2 Roy-
al Medicine expeditioufly adminiftred, can poffibly

revive
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revive or reftore her. And if fuch a Medicine can
be obtained, fhall we not even attempt to obtain ir,
before the midnight Gloom approaches, and fatal Death
puts an End to our Struggles?  This, Sir, is not an
Aggravation of our Circumitances ; it is the true and
unfortunate State of Pennfylvania.

FINTIS













