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A

Historicar and PoLiTICAL,
OF

The firft planting, progreffive improvements, and
prefent ftate of the Britifh fettlements in NorRTH-
AMERICA.

VOLUME the SECOND.

A Si}pplementltq the firft Vblume;
And Introduéion to the fecond Volume.

HE writer of this hiftorical fummary, does

- not affe® a ftudied elegancy. This is a plain
narrative of inconteftable fa&ts delivered with
freedom, a colle€tion or common-place of many years
obfervations, defigned at firft only for the writer’s pri-
vate amufement or remembrancer; but at the defire of
* fome friends it is publithed for the benefit of the public,
and for the ufe of future hiftorians: Deus nobis hac
otia fecit. As the writer is independent, being in no
public office, no ringleader of any- party, or faction;
- what he writes may be deemed impartial : If facts re-
lated in truth offend any governor, commodore, or
Vor. IL B other



2 INTRODUCTION.

other great officer, he will not renounce impartiality
and become fycophant. '

As this fummary has been difcontinued many months
from an [4] incident which may in courfe be mentioned
by way of a digreflional amufement ; I find myfelf in-
clined to continue the hiftory of fundry affairs down to
this time, April 1750.

- L. Thenaval affairs upon the continent coaft of Britith

North-America. Here [#] ends (apeace being concluded
at Aix la Chapelle) our naval war with France and Spain
upon the coaft of North-America; the peace of Aix la
Chapelle was figned O¢tober 7th, 1748, and proclaimed
in Boftop, May 10, 1749.

In autumn 1747, Commodere Kn—les arrived in the
harbour of Bofton with a fquadron of men of war from
Louifbourg of Cape-Breton, ordered all our [¢] men of
war, ftationed for the protection of the North-American
trade, to join him at Bofton, to profecute fome fecret ex-
pedition againft the French and Spaniards in the gulph
of Mexico; the reduétion of St. Jago de Cuba was the
princi%)al defign, and was not effectuated; but, en paf-
fant, lLie happened to furprize the French fort of Port
Louis of theifland of Hifpaniola, and had the better in
a fea engagement with a Spanifh {quadron off the Ha-
vannah of the ifland of Cuba ; thefe occurrences are not
within the limits of our hiftory, which is confined to the
Britifh continent fettlements in North-America; and
the admiral Kn—'’s conduct in thefe expeditions, as itis
faid, is now upon the carpet at home. Our coaft being

[2] The great man of the province for the time being, finding that the
writer, though of his perfonal acquaintance, was not a fycophant, but
wrote tranfaftions with a true and impartial freedom, endeavoured that
his own management might remain obfcure, and not ftare himfelf and the
publick in the face; this he attempted in many forms, in diverting, imped-
ing, or rather defeating this publick-fpirited laborious undertaking.

[6] The fea bickerings of Georgia and™St. Auguftine are left to the
fection of Georgia.

[¢] They were only frigates, not fit for line of bittle, o for battering .
of land forts,

thus



INTRODUCTION. 5

thus left naked, in May 1748 about fourteen French
and Spanifh privateers were roving from South-Carolina
to New-York: They failed up Delaware bay-and river
fo high as New-Caftle, and with their armed boats to
within five miles of Philadelphia: Philadelphia news-
papers fay, ¢ foreign trade is now at a ftand, and the
<¢ port as much fhut up as if the river was frozen.” In
Chefaepeak bay of Virginia, they went fo high as Re-
. pahanock river and carried off {feveral fhips. In Septem-
ber 1748, two Spanith privateers failed up Cape-Fear
river of North-Carolina, landed Men, plundered Brunf-
wick, took pofleflion of fix veffels, but from fome
cafual difafters, they foon returned down the river.
Here was a fine opportunity given to the French and
Spaniards to plunder our continent ports, or put them
to high contributions; but the French and Spanifh pu-
fillanimity favoured us.

II. A treaty of peace with the [d] Abnaquie or eaftern
Indians, or, rather the formal fubmiffion of thefe Indi-
ans by their delegates to the government of New-Eng-
land, Vol. L p. 564, ended our account of the late
French and Indian incurfions in New-England; fince
that account, there have been only fome fmall damages
done by a few fcattered Indian banditti.

As this Indian treaty or fubmiffion to King GrorGE
11, is very plain, eafy, and voided of fome antiquated
wild fooleries which ufually accompany fuch affairs, we

[4] The St. John’s Indians of Nova-Scotia, are of the Abnaquie nation,
but were not in the congrefs, becaufe lately they feem chiefly to affociate
with the Mikmak Indians of Nova Scotia.— The Pigwaket tribe of Ab-
naquie are almoft extin@®, they did not engage in this war, but retired and
lived amongft the Englifh, dyring the war, in the county of Plymouth;
fourteen of them, men, women and children, were prefent at this con-
grefs— The Mafifaffuck Indians on the eaft fide or Dutch fide of Lake
Champlain or Corlaer, are in the Abnaquie divifion, but never do affo-
ciate with the Abnaquies. The fmall tribe of Scatacooks, on Houfluck
river, eaft fide of Hudfon’s great river, and the fcattered Mohegins on
Hudfon’s river, though Abnaquies, are under the protection of the Mo-
hawks or Iroquies, great nations, '

B2 fhall



4 INTRODUCTION.

fhall infert it here by way of a fpecimen of Indian
treaties. \ -

There was firft a previous general meeting of the
Indian delegates from all the tribes in a general council,
to pray the government of New-England for a treaty of

eace.

P Some time in June 1749, nine delegates from the
feveral tribes of Indians came to Bofton, to make pro-
pofals for a peace; they propofed the fage governor
Dummer’s treaty to act upon, and that the congrefs
thould be at Falmouth in Cafco-Bay, about 100 miles
caftward from Bofton.

Thecongrefsbeganat Falmouth, September27, 1749,
between the commiffioners of Maffachufetts-Bay, viz.

‘Thomas Hutchinfon,  Ifrael Williams,
. John Choate, John Otis, Efgrs.
And of New-Hampthire, Theodore Atkinfon, John
Downing, Efgrs. on the one part; and the delegates
of the eaftern Indians on the other part, viz.

Eight from the tribe of Norridgowocks

Toxus, Soofephnia,
Eneas, Naktoonos,
Magawombee, Nefaqumbuit,
Harrey, Pereez.

Five from the tribe of [e] Penbbfcot;
Eger Emmert, Efparagoofaret,

Maganumba, Neemoon.
o Nictumbouit,
Six from the tribes of [ /] Arrefuguntoocooks, and -
Weweenocks;
Sawwaramet, Sauquifh,
Auflfaado, Wareedeon,
Waanunga, ‘Wawawnunka.

[¢] The Penobfcots jocofely faid, that they could anfwer for their
young men if they were not drunk.

[/} Thefe by the French, are called the miffion of St. Frangois and of
Befancourt; both lie upon the fouth fide of St, Laurence, or Canada river,
» : All
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All the Indian delegates were not arrived until Oétober
15. The New-Hampthire commiffioners returned home
before the treaty was finifhed, and left a power with
RolandCotton, Efq. to fign in their name. —The colony
of Conneéticut, though defired by the government of
Maffachufetts-Bay, did not fend any commiffioners;
perhaps they reckoned themfelves out of the queftion,
being covered by the whole breadth of the province of
Maffachufetts-Bay; Nova-Scotia was alfo invited.

Roland Cotton, Efg, was ¢clerk, :

Capt. Jofeph Bean was interpreter ; both under oath.

Toxus of Norridgowocks was reckoned the chief of
thefe Indian tribes, and their fpeaker; he faid, ¢ Ever
fince governor Dummer [¢] treated with us, all the In-
dians liked it well, and have reckoned it well ever fince.”
Mr. Hutchinfon, chairman of the commiffioners from
Maflachufetts-Bay, in his fpeech to the Indians, ¢ You
have always fpoke well of governor Dummer’s treaty,
and the Englith have liked it well, and it lafted long;
this we propofe to be a plan for a treaty.

The Treaty 1s as follows, v

“ We the Indians inhabiting within his Majefty’s
territories of New-England, make fubmiffion to King
George II, in as full and ample a manner as any of
our predeceflors have heretofore done.

1. We Indians in all times coming will maintain a
firm and conftant amity with all the [4] Englith, and will
never confederate to combine with any other nation to
their prejudice.

one forty the other thirty leagues above Quebec ; their joining with the other
tribes of the New-England Indians in this fubmiffion to King GeorceIl,
of Great-Britain, may well be ufed as an argument for New-England’s
reaching naturally and in the opinion of thefe Indians, to the fouth fide
of Canada river. '

[£] That treaty was anno 1725, '

() The defignation Englifh is ufed, as more familiar to the Indians
than that of Britifh,

B3 2. The
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2. 'That the Englith fubjeéts may peaceably and qui-
etly enjoy their rights and fettlements; referving to the
Indiansall lands not formerly conveyed to the Englifh, as
alfo the privilege of fithing, hunting, and fowling, as

formerly.
3. The trade to be under the dire&tion of the Maffa-

chufetts government. .
4. All controverfies fhall be iffued in the due courfe

of juftice of Maffachufetts government courts.
5. If any of our Indians commit hoftilities againft the

Englifh, we fhall join the Englith to bring them to
reafon. ‘

6. If any tribe of Indians make war upon any of the
now contracting tribes, the Englifh fhall affift and bring

them to reafon.
Moreover, it is agreed that there fhall be truck-houfes

at George’s and at Richmond. The Indians defire a
truck-houfe alfo at Sacoriver.

III. A fhort and general continuation of the [7] Nova
Scotia affairs, particularly as to the Chebuta fettlement.

[:] See p. 305, 317, 566, vol. 1. There was a government {cheme
of this nature fet on foot 1732 ; it was too much Utopian, and therefore
impradticable: I mean the fettlement of the province of Georgia in the
fouthern parts f South-Carolina, a frontier againft the Spaniards of Florida,
in adry, fandy, parched foil : the fcheme was pompous, viz. to raife great
quantities of rice, wine, cotton-wool, indigo, cochineal, filk, hemp, flax.
Hitherto they have done nothing, though a great charge to thc crown, in
civil and military eftablifhment ; from 1733 (1733, the parliament granted
10,000/ flerl. 1735, 26,000 /. fterl. &c.) to 1743 inclufive, the parlia-
ment grants for the civil eftablithment amounted to 120,000/, fterl. from
1743, t0 1749, their civil and military grants were blended together ;
1749, the parliament granted for their civil eftablifhment, 5,304/ fierl.
their military eflablithment has been very chargeable, the pay and vitual-
ling of one regiment and feveral independent companies of regular troops,
armed {chooners and rangers.

The patent for erefting Georgia into a province or corporation, paflfed
the feals 1732, InFeb. 1733-4, thewhole number of perfons that had
been fhipped to Georgia were 320 men, 113 women, 102 boys, 83 girls,
in all 618 perfons, whereof one quarter were foreigners; fince that time
many people have been imported, but not long fince in that province were’
to be found only 6oz perfons, July 1748, in Mr, Whitefield’s Bethefilla,

1 ‘ The
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The general of Canada fince the conclufion of the late
peace, byletters to the prefident of Nova Scotia, and to
the governor of New-England, claims the greateft part
of Nova Scotia or L’ Accadie : the French Coureuts des
Bois and their Indians, 1749, have made fome fmall ap-
pearances to intimidate our new fettlers. 1. A number
of French and Indians came before our block-houfe at
Minas without effect; they furprize and ¢€arry off about
cighteen ftragglers as captives. 2. In September, eight
Indians as traders came aboard Donnel a trading floop
in Chicanefto bay, by furprize with their long knives
they kill three of his men, while feveral Indians on thore
waited theevent; in this fcuffle, the Indians loft feven of
their men. 3. Beginning of O¢tober, a company of about
forty Indians, as was fuppofed, furprized eight of Gil-
man’s timber-men near the {aw-mills, eaft fide of Che-
buéta bay; they killed four of Gilman’s men, three ef-
caped to the flanker of the block-houfe, one man is
mifling, fuppofed to be captivated to make difcoveries 5
the Indians did not attempt. the block-houfe : — After-
wards there was a more general rendezvous of Indians,
but having no profpe& of any advantage, and the St.
John’s Indians differing with the Mikmaks, they broke
up and went home. '
The chief fettlement will be the town of [£] Halifax or
Chebuéta, laid out and fettled in a few months; [/] for
defence round it at proper diftances are five picquetted
block-houfes containing barracks tor Warburton’s regi-
ment.

(12 miles from Savannah) were only one mafter, two women, four men-
fervants labourers, and eighteen children, whereof two paid for their
board ; in his vagrancies this was his great cant fund to beg money and
other effects from weak clirifians. Here I inadvertently anticipate what
properly belongs to the feGtion of Georgia. '

(4] So called from the earl of Halifax, the principal encourager of this
fertlement,

[/) Idlenefs and intemperance, the bane of all our plantations, efpecially
confidering the nature of the firft fettlers of this place, are more dangerous
than any parcels of defpicable ftraggling Indians.

B4 In
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In our firft vol. p. 566, we juft entered upon the late
projected, but now vigoroufly profecuted {#], re-fettle-
ment of Nova Scotia, by the indefatigable governor
Cornwallis : the firft parliamentary allowance or encou-
ragement was 40,000/. fterl. towards tranfporting to
Nova Scotia, and maintaining there, for a certain time
- after their arrival, fuch reduced officers and private men,
lately difmiffed from his majefty’s land and fea-fervice,
and [#] others as fhall be willing to fettle the faid colony.
Col. Cornwallis with his fleet of one frigate of twenty
guns, one man of war floop—tranfports—with fettlers,

rovifions and ftores, arrived in Chebuéta bay, end of
?une; foon after arrived the French tranfports (who had
brought from France the troops that took pofleffion of
Louifbourg) from Louifbourg with the Britifh troops
who had evacuated Louifbourg, confifting of the two
regiments of Fuller and Warburton, and a detachment
of the train; the regiment of late Fuller’s, to rectuit
Warburton’s, and to leave fome fettlers, was reduced to
thirty-five private men per company, half their former
complement, and {ent home.

In this bay of Chebucta, is built a uniform elegant
town, called Hallifax, after the earl of Hallifax, a great
promoter of this fettlement. This harbour of Chebuétais
a moft convenient place of arms for our American men of
war, and a certain check upon the French of Louif-

[m] T amforry to write, that from ¥710,t0 1749, being near the fpace
of forty years, the French have been filently allowed to keep poffeffion in
all refpects of the province of Nova Scotia, the fort of Annapolis and its
banliew excepted. :

(7] A riff-raff of difmiffed foldiers and failors habituated to idlenefs and
vice, by their labour can never fettle a new colony; but two or three
young vigorous regiments (fuch as Warburton’s) cantoned all over the
country, paidand victualled from home fortwo or three years, (from New-
England we can fupply them with wives, good breeders) and when thus
habituated to the country, and to hufbandry, with proper encouragement
of land, they may be difmiffed from their military fervice ; and ma%ce laft-
ing good fettlements —No old men paft their labour, no women but fuch
as are of the ages of breeders, that is, none exceeding 3§ t. be admitted,
excepting parents of numerous children, to ferve as their guardians.

bourg:
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bourg: it is well fituated for making dry cod-fith,
being about the middle of a long range of Cape-Sable
coaft fithing banks, and may prove the beft cod-fithery
hitherto known. I heartily with fuccefs to the fettle-
ment, but we cannot expect that it fhould anfwer {o well
for hufbandry, that is, for tillage and pafture, as our co-
lonies farther fouth. I conclude with the words of Ba-
con lord Verulam, ¢ Settling plantations is like planting
¢ of timber, we muft wair patiently fome years, before
“ we reap any benefit [0].”

IV. A fhort recapitulation and conclufion of the Louif-
bourg affair; the Cape-Breton iflands, for reafons of ftate,
are now reftored to the French dominions ; and after fome
political remarks, we fhall take our final leave of them.
See vol. I. p. 335, &c. and p. 347, &c. The French
of Canada and Cape-Breton had more early intelligence
of the French war than we of New-England; it was pro- -
claimed in Bofton June 2, 1744. Louifbourg of Cape-
Breton furrendered to us, June 17, 1745. Autumn fol-
lowing to garrifon Louifbourg, were thipped off from Gi-
braltar, Fuller’s and Warburton’s regiments of foot, and
three companies of Frampton’s regiment, with a large

[o] In the late treatyof Aix la Chapelle, O&ober 7, 1748, there were
many things in relation to trade, and to the claims and boundaries in the
refpeitive plantations to be fettled with France and Spain, which required a
confiderable time to be adjufted, and therefore could not be inferted in the
body of the treaty, but referred to a convention of commiffioners: as the
French court in their various negotiations are noted for appointing men of
meritand real knowledge in the various affairs with which they are ntruited,
doubtlefs our miniftry will ufe gentlemen of pratical knowledge in trade,
and habituated to plantation affairs; men of a quick clear thought, and of
a diftin&t clear elocution.

In the prefent ftate of things, the well-being of the European mother-
countries depends much upon their plantations; plantations make a coun-
try rich ; Holland is rich, not fromits produce or manufaétures, but from
its Eaft and Weft-India plantations, its trade and navigation. France never
flourithed fo much as in the adminiftration of cardinal Fleury ; his principal
attention was to their plantations and trade ; the empire of Germany, Swe-
den, &c. though they abound in labouring men, for want of plantations
and trade, are very poor,

4 detach-
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detachment from the train; it was too late in the year
before they arrived upon our winter coaft, and were ob-
liged to winter in Virginia ; a few of them put into New-
York ; they arrived at Louifbourg May 24, 1746, and
relieved the New-England militia confiting of about
1500 men, who had kept garrifon from the furrender of
the place ; commodore Warren was at that time gover-
nor ; after him commodore Knowles was pro-tempore
governor; admiral Townfhend from the Wei‘c-Infiia
iflands with a {mall fquadron is ordered for the protection
of Louifbourg, and fails for England in November1746.
Mr. Knowles in his time, at a very great charge, repaired
the town and fort, as if they were to remain to Great-
Britain for ever.  Commodore Knowles in the autumn
1747, with a fmall f{quadron came to Bofton, and pro-
ceeded upon a fecretexpedition to the Sugar iflands, and
Mr. Hobfon licut. col. of Fuller’s regiment is appointed
governor of Louifbourg. Peace drawing near, Shirley’s
and Pepperell’s regiments, from a complement of 100
private men per company, were reduced to feventy men;
the private men of the three companies of Frampton’s
regiment, were incorporated by way of recruits with
Fuller’s and Warburton’s regiments, and their com-
miffion officers, ferjeants, corporals, and drums fent
home ; Pepperell’s and Shirley’s regiments in Louifbourg
were entirely [p] difmiffed June 24, 1749 ; their arms
and other accoutrements were detained by the govern-
ment. The Britifh troops evacuated Louifbourg, July
¥2, 1749, and were carried by the French tranfports to
Chebucta, and the French troops being about 606 men
took pofleffion of the place.

It is a fpreading pufillanimous opinion amongft the lefs
thinking people, that the great advantage of Louif-
bourg’s falling into our hands was its ferving as a pro-
pitiatory free offering to France, and without reftoring
it we thould have had no“peace : butwe ought to obferve
1. That both parties in the war were low in cath and cre-

(2] They were put in pay, Sept. 1, 174s.
dit.
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dit. 2. The French navy, trade, and navigation, were
fo reduced, that they could not avoid defiring a peace 5
we had taken as many of their men of war as might have
been fufficient to reduce the remainder ; we had taken
great numbers of their South-Sea, Eaft and Weft-India,
Turkey, and other Ships, and what remained were obliged
to continue in port, (in fear of our numerous privateers)
having no convoys or men of war to prote& them.
3. The corruption which prevailed in Holland was like
to be extirpated, and the Dutch became aétive. 4. The
army of our auxiliary Ruffians were upon their march to
join us; for fome reafons of {tate they feem to have been
retarded in their march. If Louifbourg had not fallen
into our hands, the reduced towns and forts in Flan-
ders muft have been returned, that is, evacuated; it
feems that in all modern negotiations for a peace the ba-
fis is reftitution of all ld4nd conquefts on both fides, ex-
cepting where equivalents or antiquated claims fall in
the way.

The court of Great-Britain cannot cordially approve
of this infinitely rath New-England corpotation adven-
ture, though beyond all military or human probability
fuccefsful ; it involved the nation, already deeply in debt,
in an additional fum of about 8oco,000/. fterl. in the
feveral articles of reimburfement-money, extraordinary
fuperfluous repairs, tranfport fervice, ftores, garrifon
officers, a large detachment from the train, and a nu-
merous garrifon of regular troops: this place was una-
voidably to be evacuated and reftored to the French upon
a peace, and, as it happened, in a better condition, and
without any reimburfement or equivalent ; cui bono! I
cannot perceive any real advantage acquired by the re-
duction of Louifbourg. The fmall Britith fquadron fta-
tioned at Bofton, without any additional national charge,
would have been an effetual check upon the Louifbourg
privateers; commodore Warren from the Weft-India

iflands was fent for the proteCtion of the coaft of New-
England
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England and Nova Scotia in the {pring 1745, and our
trade in the northern parts of America could not have.
fuffered above two or three per cent difference of infu-
rance, which is as nothing compared with the great
charge of 800,000 /. fterl. before the charge was fully
known, I eftimated it at 500,000/, fterl. or lefs [¢}.
I fum up the Louifbourg affair. 1. It was infinitely
rath, a private corporation adventure, without any or-.
“ders or aflfured affiftance of men of war from home;
thirty-fix hundred raw militia (fome without proper arms)
without any difcipline, but at random, as if in a frolick,
met together; no provifion of cleathing or thips: by this
and fmall care of the fick, and want of difcipline, we loft
about one half of our men by fcurvys and putrid flow
fevers ; in a military way we loft only about fixty men
killedand drowned, and about116 prifoners to the French,

[43 If the Canada expedition which was recommended home by go-
vernor had proceeded and fucceeded, after another great addition to
the national debt; for reafons of ftate, without any equivalent or reim-
burfement, it muft have been evacuated and reftored to the French ; New-
England was at confiderable charge towards this intended expedition in
levy-money, victualling, tranfport fervice, bedding, &c. for want of
proper application, Maffachufetts have received no reimburfementof this:
Rhode-Tfland, by application have received their reimburfement.

Another extra-provincial perquifite expedition was the fending off 1500
men towards the reduétion of Crown-Point, a French fort, near Lake
Champlain in the province of New-York ; this involved our province in
fome charge (never to be recovered) by fending provifions, ammunition
and other ftores by water to Albany; an epidemical diftemper in the
county of Albany luckily prevented us; if it had been reduced, it muft
either have been kept by us at avery great charge equal to the oppofition
of all the force of Canada; or we maft have demolifhed it, to be re-built
by the French at one tenth of our charge in reducing of it.

Another projet towards ruining our province was the charge of
building a fort at the Carrying-place in the government of New-York, be-
tween the falls of Hudfon’s river and Wood-Creek : thiswas attended with
the fame inconveniencies as the former.

Sending off troops to affift the fix Indian nations of New-York—All
thefe idle propofals, were notrefented by the government of New-York,
as, if thatrich government had been incapable or neglectful of felf-pro-
tection, but filently admitted of Sh—— Quixotifms; our houfe of repre-
fentatives in their journal fay, the people of New-York were much abler
to protett themfelves,

n
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in the rafh foolifh attempt upon the ifland-battery : dur-
ing the fiege, by good fortune, we had conftant dry fa-
vourable weather: but June 18, next day after we had
pofieffion of the town, the rains fet in, which certainly
from our men being ill cloathed and ill lodged, mutft in-
fallibly have broken up the fiege. We had a wretched
train of artillery, or rather no artillery (they were voted
by the affembly not worth the charge of bringing back
to Bofton) in a Quixote manner to demolith a French
American Dunkirk, in which were 1900 armed men,
whereof 600 were regular troops, 125 good large cannon,
nineteen mortars, with ftores and provifions fufficient for
fix months. 2. The military fuccefs was miraculous, but
thecunning part of the project was natural, and could not
mifs of fuccefs. 1. A neceffary enormous multiplied emif-
fion of adepreciating paper currency, enabled the fraudu-
lent debtors to pay their debts at about ten fhillings in the
pound difcount. 2. Vaft perquifites to the manager [r].

. CurrEeNcIEs. [s] The parliament of Great-Britain,
before the commencement of the late French war, had

[#] As writers and preachers forbear publifhing **¥¥#* which are fin.
gular, rare or new, left they fhould prove of bad example, I ihall only
{um up thefe perquifitesin this manner: In the {pace of fouryears, viz.
1741, the introdu&ory gratuities from the province, and from ***** of
many thoufands of pounds, and the unprecedented perquifitesin the three
expedition years of 1745, 1746, and 1747, from a negative fortune, was
amaffed a large pofitive eftate, and the loofe corns built a country-houfe
at the charge of about fix thoufand pound flerling. "The predecefor, an
honeft gentleman of a good paternal eftate, after eleven years adminiftration,
in a meflage to the general affembly, July 21, 1741, reprefents, that he
had been obligedto break in upon his own eftate fome thoufands of pounds,
to fupport the chara&ter of a king’s governor; in faithfulnefs to his truft
he refufed a certain retaining fee.

{5] This accurfed affair of plantation paper-currencies, when in courfe
it falls in my way, it proves a ftumbling-Llock, and occafions a fort of
deviation. Inthe appendix, I fhall give a thort hiftory of all the plantation
Ppaper-ctrrencies; it may be a piece of curiofity for times to come. Maffa-
<hufetts-Bay was the leader, and exceeded all the colonies in this fraud ;
from their firft emiffion 1702 (I take no notice of Sir William Phipps’s Ca-
pada bills, they were foon out of the queftion) to 1749, the laft year of
Mr. Sh—— adminiftration, our bills of publick credit or flate-notes

under
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under their confideration fome regulations concerning the

lantation currencies; and now that war being ended,
this third feflion of the tenth parliament of Great Britain
hath refumed the confideration thereof.

fuffered a difcount of eighty eight per cent; in France, in the worft of
times, when Mr Law had the diretion of the finances, the difcou:nt apon
their ftate-notes was only fixty-five per cent: Maffachufetts publick bills
of credit 1749, were pejorated to eleven for one fterling.

In the few years of Mr. Sh —— adminiftration, this fraudulent currency
from 127,000/ old tenor, was multiplied to about two and a half millions,
and by this depreciating contrivance the fraudulent debtors paid only ten
fhillings in the pound, and every honeft man not in debt loft about one
half of his perfonal eftate 'The money-making affemblies could not keep

ace with him in his paperemiffions; 1747, the governor infifting upon
?urther emiffions, the affembly reprefents, ¢ If we emit more bills, we
« apprehend it muft be followed by a great impair, if not utter lofs of the
< publick credit, which has already been greatly wounded ;” and in their
journal 1746, p. 240, * We have been the means of actually bringing
<¢ diftrefs, if not utter ruin upon ourfelves—When any complaints were
¢ offered to the affembly concerning depreciation, by—contrivance, they
< were referred to committees, confifting of the moft notorious deprecia~
¢ tors.” See Journal, Auguft 17, 1744. '

By way of amufement. I fhall produce fome different managements of
adminiftrations with refpe to a fraudulent paper medium—i1703 by con-
trivance of Mr. W from New-England, Barbadoes emitted 80,000/,
at four per cent (common intereft was ten per cent) upon land fecurity,
payable after fome years; thofe land-bank-bills immediately fell forty per
cent. below filver; upon complaint home the court of England fent an
inftru@ion to governor Crow, to remove from the council and all places
of truft, any who had been concerned in the late paper credit; thus cur-
rency was {fupprefled, and their currency became and continues filver as
before:—Governor Belcher of New-England, 1741, from integrity and
faithfulnefs to the publick, when a wicked combination called Lanp-BaNk,
became head ftrong ; he refufed their bribe or retaining fee, negatived
their fpeaker and thirteen of their counfellors, and fuperfeded many of their
officers, civil and military.—Soon after this fcheme was damned by aét of
parliament, governor Sh—— I fhall not fay in contempt, but perhapsin
neglet of this a&, promoted their directors and other chief managers to
the higheft offices, of counfellors, provincial agents, judges, juftices,
theriffs, and militia officers preferrable to others.

When there was an immediate publick emergency for raifing money,
the borrowing of publick bills, already emitted, from the pofieflors, wo'(l{d
not have increafed a paper currency, but prevented depreciations; fome
merchants and others offered to lend thefe bills at a fmall intereft ; fome
gentlemen faid, that they had better let them without intereft than that
their perfonal eftates from multiplied emiffions, fhould depreciate at a

Maﬁ"aé
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Maflachufetts-Bay, as they have at prefent no province
bills out upon loan for terms of yedrs, have previoufly
fettled their currency by act of aflembly, approved of by
the King in council ; it is intituled, An aét for drawing
in the bills of credit of the [everal denominations, whick bave
at any time been iffued by this government, aud are fiill out-
Sranding 5 and for afcertaining the rate of coined filver in this
province for the future. By this aét it 1s provided that the
treafurer fhall be impowered to receive the [#] reimburfe-
ment money to be exchanged after the 31t of March
1750, at the rate of forty-five fhillings, old tenor, for a
piece of eight ; and one year more is allowed for exchang-
ingthe faid bills— After 31ft of March 1750, all debts and
contracts fhall be payable in coined filver only, a piece of
eight at fix fhillings, one ounce of filver at fix fhillings
and eight-pence [#], as alfo all executions with fuch ad-
dition according to the time of contracting, as the laws
of the province do or fhall require ; the feveral aéts of
affembly, whereby fome fund of taxes, for cancelling
province bills of credit, have been poftponed gra-
dually, to 1760 are repealed, and the tax of 1749, to-
wards cancelling thefe bills, fhall be three hundred thou-
fand pound old tenor. Penalty to thofe who receive

much greater rate than after the value of an accruing intereft: but this
would have effectually defeated the fcheme of the depreciators, the frau-
dulent debtors, therefore the propofal or expedient was rejected by the
advice of '

For paper currencies, fee vol I. p 310, 314, 308, 493.

[#] This reimburfement money arrived at Bofton, Sept. 18, 1749, in
a man of war frigate, confifting of 215 chefts, (3000 pieces of eight ata
medium per cheft) of milled pieces of eight, and 100 catks of coined
copper. Connecticut, a government of fagacious hufbandmen, feems to
have a&ted more prudently than Maflachufetts-Bay ; by their affembly a&,
O&. 1749, they allow three years (to prevent a fudden confufion) to can-
cel their bills gradually ; and in their reimburfement money to fave the
charges of commiffions, freight, infurance, and other petty charges, they
are to draw upon their receiving agent, and thefe bills will readily purchafe
filver for a currency.

{#) 'Thisis not in proportion, amilled piece of eight is feven eighths
of an ounce, and at fix fhillings per piece is fix fhillings and ten pence, one
third of a penny better per ounce,

or
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or pay filver at any higher rate, fifty pound for every
offence; and after 31t of March 1750, the penalty
for pafling any bills of Connedicut, New-Hampthire,
‘or Rhode-Ifland, fhall be fifty pound for every offence ;
and from thence to March 31t 1754, all perfons. en-
tering into any town affairs, conftables, reprefentatives,
counfellors, all officers civil and military, [¥] plaintiffs
in recovering of executions, tavern-keepers, and re-
tailers of ftrong drink, fhall make oath that they have
not been concerned in receiving or paying away any
fuch bills.

As the exportation of fterling coin from Great-Bri-
tain is prohibited by a¢t of parliament, Spanifh pieces
of eight are reckoned the plantation currency, and are
efteemed as fuch in the proclamation act fo called, for
plantation currencies 5 but although the Britifh or fter-
ling fpecies could not be a plantation carrency, the
Spanifh coin might have been reduced to their deno-
minations at 4 s. 6 fterl. per piece of eight, and all the
colonies reduced to the fame fterling denominations of
Great-Britain, which would much facilitate the trade
and bufinefs of the plantations amongft themfelves, and
with their mother-country: thus we fee in Portugal a.
millrée, though no fpecie or coin, but only a denomi-
nation, is the bafis of their currencies ; and in the fame
manner with the plantations, a pound or crown fterling,
although no fpecie or coinin the colonies, might have
been the general bafis of our denomination or currencies.

Imay be allowed to drop a tear, I mean fome ex-
preflion of grief, over the languifhing ftate of my altera’
patria, the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, formerly the
glory of our plantations ; but now reduced to extreme
mifery and diftrefs, precipitately brought upon us by
the adminiftration of **** and a party of fraudulent
debtors. At his acceffion he was lucky to find a ftand-
ing irrefiftible party formed to his mind, and not empty-

(%] That is, all delinquents are out-lawed; a very fevere penalty : this
may intreduce a habit of forfivearing or perjury.
handed ;
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handed ; they effeCtually depopulated the province by

the lofs of many of our moft vigorous labouring young
men, the only dependance or life of a young plantation;

they peculated the country by ruinous unneceffary ex-

pence of money—Our prefent commander in chief in his

firft fpeech to the affembly, Nov. 23, 1749, modeftly
exprefles the late peculation and depopulation of the
province; *“ deliver this province from the evils and

¢ mifchiefs (particularly the injuftice and oppreffions)
¢ arifing from the uncertain and finking value of the
¢ paper-medium—the cultivation of ourlands and ma-

“ nufattures are greatly impeded by the fcarcity of
¢ labourers.” Mr. Sh—"s own aflemblies fometimes

complain. June 3, 1748, the council and reprefenta-
tives, ina joint meffage to the governor, enumerate the
¢¢ great lofs of inhabitants for hufbandry and other la-
¢ bour, and for the defence of our inland. frontiers;
¢ the vaft load of debt already contrated, and the un-
¢¢ paralleled growing charges, infupportable difficul-
¢ ties!” The houfe of reprefentatives upon a certain
‘occafion, complain, ¢ with publick taxes we are bur-
“ thened, almoft to ruin;” in their journals 1747.

¢¢ Should the whole fum expended in the late expedi-

¢ tion be reimburft us, we have ftill a greater debt re-

“ maining, than ever lay upon any of his majefty’s
¢ governments in the plantations.”” Mr.—— had no
fympathy with the fuffering province, becaufe [y} de-
preciations of currency, and our unfufferable taxes did
not affe& him.- ‘

~

[3] Depreciations, by his fucceflive affemblies were made more than
good in advancing his allowances and other perquifites: he is ex-
empted from taxes by act of affembly. Whereas all perfons of the pro-
vince not in debt, have loft aboat one half of their perfonal eftates, by
depreciations in this fhort adminiftration ; and the provincial poll tax of
two fhillings and three-pence, O. T'; this tax is equal to rich and poor,
and befides poll tax, there are provincial rates upon eftates and faculties,
excife, impoft, tonnage; and Eeﬁdes provincial taxes, there are country
and town poll rates, &c. Mr. Belcher, by his wife and honeft manage-
ment, had brought all our publick debts or paper credit and currency,
to be cancelled in one year 1741, being 127,000/ O. T. but

Vou. 1. C By
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By thé province being depopulated, labour is deaf,
and all countries can afford to underfell us in produce
and manufactures ; in confequence our trade is loft: .
I thall adduce a few inftances : 1. When Mr. Belcher
was fuperfeded 1741, in Bofton at one and the fame
time were upon the ftocks forty top-fail veffels of about
4,000 ton, all upon contraét: at Mr. Sh — going
home 1749, only about 2,000 ton on the. ftocks,
whereof lonly four or five fhips upon contrat, the
others upon the builders account towait for a market,
and to keep their apprentices to work, and to work
up their old ftores of timber. 2. 1741, in Marble-
head, our chief fithing town, were about 160 fithing
{chooners of circiter fifty ton each: 1749, there were
only about fixty filhing fchooners. 3. For many
months lately there were not to be found in Bofton
goods (nay not the coarfeft] of goods, pitch, tar, and
turpentine) fufficient to load a middling fhip to Great-
Britain s but under the prefent adminiftration and ma-
nagement of affairs our trade and navigation feem to
revive.

In the feveral secTions or HisTorIES of the feveral
colonies, may generally be found, but not in the fame
ftriét order, the following particulars.

1. When the colony was firft difcovered and traded to
by any European nation; when firft colonized by the

Mr. and his party being afraid of lofing hold of this accurfed
fraudulent currency, they refolved (the province was at that time in
its greateft profperity) that 127,000/ O. T. was an inconvenient fum
to be cancelled in one year, and therefore divided it among three fubfe-
quent years; by this neft egg in a few years they increafed the brood to
two and a half millions ; and the g———— upon his call home 1749,
for certain reafons which may be mentioned, (by the advice of his trufty
friends) contrived two years exceflive taxes of 360,000 and 300,000 O.
T. to be collefted in not much exceeding one year, when the country
was depopulated, peculated, and much reduced in trade and bufinefs:
this fadden and quiet reverfe change of fentiment in this party is unac-
countable; but quicquid id eft timeo, perhaps they expe confufion;
they have pratifed fithing in troubled water.

4 Englifh:
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Englifh : and what revolutions have happened there from
time to time, in property and jurifdiétion.

2. Itsboundaries, if well afcertained, or if controverted
in property or jurifdic¢ton.

3. Wars with the French, Spaniards and Indians.

4. The numbers of whites, or freemen, and flaves.

53 The laft valuation, that is, the number of polls and
value of eftates, taken to adjuft the quotas of taxes for the
feveral counties, diftrits, towns, and parifhes.

6. The militia upon the alarum-lift, and how incor-
porated or regulated. -

7. Houfe of reprefentatives, theirnatute and number :
the qualifications of the eletors, and of the eleéted.

8. Courts of judicature.

1. The nature of their juries, and how returned.

2. Thejurifdiction of a juftice, and of a bench of jufti-
ces, and of their general quarter feflions.

3. Inferior or county courts of common pleas.

4. Superior, {upreme, or provincial courts for appeals.

5. Chancery, or courts of equity, ifin ufe. -

6. Jufticiary courts of oyer and terminer.

7. Ordinary for probate of wills and granting admj.
niftration.

8. Courts of vice-admiralty.

9. Jufticiary court of admiralty for crimes committed
at {ea. ' ,

10. The prefent taxes, viz, polls, rates, impoft, and
excife.

11. Produce, manufaétures, trade, and navigation.

‘12, The number of entries and clearances of extra-
provincial veffels, diftinguithed into thips, {nows, bri-
gantines, floops, and {chooners.

13. The various fe@aries in religious worfhip,

In moft of the fections there is a digreffional article,
to prevent repetitions, concerning fome things which
are in common to feveral colonies, but inferted in that
fettion or colony the moft noted for thofe things; thus
1. in thefection for Maffachufetts thould have been in-

Cz2 ferted
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ferted the affair of paper currencies, as they did originate
and were carried to the greateft difcount or fraud there:
but as by a late a¢t of aflembly confirmed by the king in
council, paper currencies are terminated in that pro-
vince, we drop it. 2. As Pifcataqua, alias New-Hamp-
fhire, has, for many years, been noted for royal mafting
contralts, we chofe to infert in that secTioN, fome things
concerning mafting, lumber, and other timber for con-
ftruction or building ; for joiners and for turners work :
and if that article does not {well too much, we may in-
fert fome other foreft trees and flowering fhrubs fit for
boccages, parks, and gardens. 3. As Rhode-Ifland
has been noted for fectaries, from no religion to the
moft enthufiaftick, there is defigned fome account of
our plantations or colony feftaries ; though at prefent
Penfylvania exceed them in that refpect, where befides
the Rhode-Ifland fectaries, are to be found a fect of free-
thinkers who attend no.publick worfhip, and are called
keep-at-home proteftants ; publick popith mafs-houfes ;
and fome {ectaries imported lately from Germany, fuch
as Moravians called unitas fratrum or united brethren,
who have had fome indulgencies by aét of parliament
1749. 4. Connetticut, acolony of fagacious laborious
hufbandmen, firft in courfe naturally claims the di-
greffion concerning grain and grazing ; it is true New-
York, Jerfies, and Penfylvania at prefent much exceed
them in grain and manufaéturing their wheat into flour.
5. Maryland and Virginia for tobacco, and maft for
raifing {wine or pork. 6. The Carolinas for rice, {kins,
and hides. 7. Georgia as an inftance of an Utopian un-
profitable colony.

To render this hiftory ascompleatas may at prefent be
expected, I have annexed fome maps of the feveral colo-
nies, not borrowed from borrowing erroneous hackney
map publifhers, butoriginals compofed and lately printed
in the feveral countries : For inftance, with the fe&ion
of the colony of Conne&icut, the laft of the four New-

England
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England colonies, I annex a [2] corre& map of the
dominions of New-England, extended from 40d. 30m.
to 44d. gom. N. Lat. and from 68d. som. to 74d.
som, W. Longitude from London. To the colony of
Penfylvania is annexed a [2] map of New-York, the
Jerfies and Penfylvania, publithed 1749, by Mr. Evans
mn Penfylvania, much more accurate than any hitherto
publithed. To the colony of North-Carolina is an-
-nexed a map of North-Carolina, [4] and fome parts of
South-Carolina, principally with regard to the fea-coaft
and lands adjoining ; this large inland country is wafte
or vacant, and confequently delineated at random by
col. Edward Mofely of North-Carolina.

[2] ‘This map is founded upon a chorographical plan, compofed from
aftual {urveys of the lines or boundaries with the neighbouring colonies,
and from the plans of the {feveral townthips and diftri¢ts copied from the re-
cords lodged in the fecretaries office and townfhips records, with the writer’s
perambulations : when this plan is printed, the author, as a benefaction,

-gives gratis, to every townfhip and diftrit, a copper plate copy; as the
writer of the {ummary had impartially narrated the management of a late
g ——~— which could not bear the light; to check the credit of the
author, theg endeavoured (as fhall be accounted for) to divert,
impede, ordefeat this publick generous-fpirited amufement, but in vain.
The writer in his journeys upon account of his chorography and other oc-
cafions (formerly ufed to fuch amufements in the gardens of Paris and Ley-
den) has en paffant, but with fome fatigue, made a colletion of above
eleven hundred indigenous plants, claflically defcribed and referred to icons
“in Botanick writers which have the neareft femblance, as the fpecifick icons
could not conveniently be cat here ; this is an amufement proper for gen-
tlemen of eftates and leifure; itisnot quite {o ridiculous as our modern vir-
tuofo amufements of fhells, butterflies, &c. The medical or medicinal
“part of botanyis finall, and foon becomes familiar to people of the pro-
feflion ; the fame may be faid of the other branches of the materia medica
from animals, minerals, and chemical preparations of thofe; but to pra-
ceed further as a naturalift, is only proper for gentlemen of fortune, lei-
fure, and leifibabbers as the Dutch exprefs it; or otiofornm hominum
negotia.

la] From 43d. jom. to 38d. 3om. N,Lat, andfrom 73d. 30m.
to 78d. Weft Long. from London.

{¢] From 33d, t036d. 30m. N.Lat,

C3 SECT.



2% Britith and French SerrLEMENTs Part II,

SECT. IX
Concerning the province of New-Hampthire,

S the four colonies of New-England were origi-

‘nally fettled by the fame fort of people called [¢]
Puritans; their municipal laws, cuftoms, and_cecono—
my are nearly the fame, but more efpecially in New-
Hampthire, which was under the affumed jurifdiétion
of Maffachufetts-Bay for many years; therefore to fave
repetitions, we refer feveral things to the fection of
Maffachufetts-Bay. ]

The prefent poffeffors have no other claim to their
lands but poffeflion and fome uncertain Indian deeds.
Upon Mr. Allen’s petition to queen Anne, defiring to be
put in pofleflion of the wafte lands, the affembly of
New-Hampthire paffed a&s for confirmation of their
townthip grants and of their boundaries, without any
faving of the right of the general proprietor ; upon Mr.
Allen the proprietor’s application, the queen in council
difallowed and repealed thofe aéts.

The crown affuming the vacant lands, until the pro-
prietors claiming in right of Mr. Mafon thall make for-
mal proof, that Mr, Mafon ever was in pofleflion of
thefe lands; this appears by an action of ejetment
brought by the claiming proprietor Mr. Allen againft
‘Waldron and Vaughan; Allen, being caft in cofts, ap-
pealed home, but his appeal was difmiffed becaufe he
he had not brought over proof of Mr. Mafon’s having
ever been in pofleflion, and was ordered to begin de
novo. The collective body of the people by their re-
prefentatives in affembly, have no [d4] pretenfion to the
vacant or wafte lands, and therefore have no concern in

[c] Seeval. 1. p. 367. .

[4] 'The other three colonies of the dominions of New England, by

their refpective royal charters, have the property or difpofal of their

vacar;t lands lodged in the reprefentatives of the colle@tive body of the
pCOP C.

granting
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granting of unoccupied lands; all grants or charters of
thefe lands, according to the governor’s commiffion
and inftruétions, are vefted in the governor and coun-
cil, with this claufe or referve, fo far as in us lies;—
this refervation feems to favour the claims under Mr,
Mafon; asis alfo a claufe in the royal new charter of
Maflachufetts-Bay 1691, ¢ Nothing therein contained
¢ fhall - prejudice any right of Samuel Allen, Efq.
¢ claiming under John Mafon, Efq. deceafed, of any
¢ part of the premifes.” o .
The jurifdition of this province is indifputably in
the crown. In property there are many and various
claimers, [e] 1. Asit is faid that Mr. Mafon and his
heirs and their afligns never complied with the condi«
tions of the grant, in confequence it reverts to the
crown; and che crown at prefent is in pofieflion not
only of the jurifdi¢tion but property of lands hitherto
not granted. 2. Capt. John Tufton Mafon, heir in
fucceffion, as he fays, to the original grantee capt.
John Mafon, lately made a conveyance of his right for
a fmall confideration to fourteen or fifteen perfons of
New-Hampfhire ; by their advertifements in the
Bofton news-papers, they feem to make a bubble of
it. Bofton poft-boy, Nov. 9, 1749. * The prefent
¢ claimers under the late Samuel Allen of London,
‘¢ will find upon trial, they have no right to any of
¢¢ thefe lands; thatthe faid claimers under John Tufton
¢ Mafon, will be able to make out the right to be in
¢ them, and are willing to difpute the point in law, as
¢ foon as any perfon will give them aopportunity,™
JohnHobby, grandfon and heir of Sir Charles Hobby,
fays, that Thomas Allen, heir to col. Allen, by deed
of fale, Auguft 28, 1706, conveyed one half of thefe
lands to Sir Charles Hobby of New-England, Knight,
See vol. I, p. 505. ' ‘ "

[¢] Uponany judgment in the provincial courts of New-Hampthire,
by an appeal home, all thefe claims may be finally fettled by the
king incouncil, and prevent all bubblings of property inNew-Hampthire.

' Ca4 3, Hobby
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'3. Hobby and Adams claiming under Mr. Allen by
their bubbling advertifements, Nov. g, 1749, publifhed
in the Bofton poft-boy, November 20, 1749, In tbefe
words, * Whereas fundry gentlemen in the province
<« of New-Hampfhire, claim a right to all thofe lands
¢ in the faid province and elfewhere which were granted
«'to capt. John Mafon of London, by letters patent
< from the council eftablithed at Plymouth, dated
¢ March 9, 1621, and confirmed to him by charter
¢« from king Charles the firft, dated Auguft 19, 1635;
 which lands the faid gentlemen claim under capt.
¢ John Tufton Mafon, the now pretended heir to the
¢ faid original patentee : This is therefore to inform
<« whom it may concern, that although it fhould ap-
< pear, that the faid Tufton Mafon is the lawful heir
¢« to the faid original patentee, (which is yet to be
¢ doubted) it evidently appears that John and Robert
¢ Tufton Mafon, undoubted heirs to the faid original
« ¢ patentee, did, by an abfolute deed of fale, dated April
¢ 27, 1691, in confideration of the fum of 2450/
< fterling, convey all their right and title to the faid
¢ lands to Samuel Allen of London, afterwards go-
¢ vernor of New-Hampfhire aforefaid, which con-
¢ veyance we doubt not will be made to appear legal
¢ and valid, the faid Samuel Allen’s claim having been
¢ allowed and confirmed by king William and queen
¢¢ Mary, as appears by their charter to the government
“ of the province of the Mafiachufetts-Bay ; and that
¢ "Thomas Allen, only fon and heir to the faid Samuel
¢ Allen, did, by deed of fale, dated Auguft 28, 1706,
¢¢ convey one half of the faid lands to Sir Charles Hobby
¢ of Bofton, New-England, Knight, under whom
¢ John Hobby late of Barbadoes, but now refiding at
¢ Bofton, grandfon and heir at law to the faid Sir
¢ Charles Hobby, together with John Adams, of
¢ Bofton, have a lawful claim to the {aid half of the
“ faid lands; and the heirs of the faid Thomas Allen
¢ or their afligns, have a right to the other half; all

‘ { ¢ which
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¢ which will foon be made to appear: And whereas
¢ the firft-mentioned claimers are granting fundry tra&ts
¢« of lands to people who apprehend their title to be
¢ good, it is thought proper to advife fuch perfons to
 be cautious in fettling the faid lands, till it appears
‘¢ whofe the property is, which may probably be very
¢ fpeedily, when the wafte lands may be granted; and
¢¢ alfo thofe perfons already poflefled of lands may be con-
¢ firmed in their poffeffions on eafy terms.”

4. The claim of Mr. Allen’s heirs, if Mr. Mafon’s
heirs fulfilled the conditions of the grant, feems to be
the beft. It is true, the Mafons and affignees in favour
of their claim, fay, that thefe lands were entailed, and
therefore could not legally be conveyed to Mr. Allen ;
but Mr. Allen’s heirs fay, that upon Mr. Allen’s pur-
chafing of Mr. Mafon’s grant, he obtained a feigned or
common conveyance of thefelands; theeffect of this fort -
of recovery is todifcontinue and deftroy eftates tail, re-
mainders and reverfions, and to bar and cut off the en-
tails of them. ~

5. Wheelright and affociates claim to lands in New-
. Hampthire, by Indian deeds; this was revived by Mr.
Cook and others, ‘about thirty years fince, butwithout
effect. Seevol. L. p. 410.

6. Million purchafe, fo called. See vol. I. p. 419.
This interferes with the late conveyance of the prefent
Mr. Mafon to fome New-Hampthire gentlemen; as
thefe claims will never be of any confequence, it is
not worth while to difintangle them. This million pur-
chafe claim was revived about twenty-eight years fince,
and lately by an advertifement in the Bofton gazette,
June 21, 1748.

7. Not many years fince, when the affair of the pro-
perty of their lands was to be referred to the king in
council; the governor and council, fo far as in them
. lay, granted to themfelves and friends, (in all about
fixty perfons. of New- [ampthire,) a tract of land called
Kinglwood, laying upon and near Winepefiakee lake

or
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or pond, containing almoft the whole of the wafte lands
in Mr. Mafon’s grant, and perhaps farther than Mr.
Mafon’s grant extended.

~ In the reign of Charles II. the king in council at
fundry times appointed trials of the claims of the colony
of Maffachufetts-Bay, and of Mafon’s heirs concerning
the difputed lands between Neumkeag and Merimack
rivers, but without refult or iffue ; at length by charter
of William and Mary, O&ober 7, 1691, conform to
the old charter of 1629, that tra& of land was confirmed
to the province of Maffachufetts-Bay abfolutely as to
jurifdi¢tion, but with a referve of col. Allen’s claim
under Mr. Mafon as to property. ’

The corporation, or company called the council of
Plymouth or council of New-England (fee vol. I. p. 366,
386.) made many grants of property, butcould not de-
legate jurifdiction ; therefore to fupply this defeét, fome
of thefe grantees obtained additional royal charters with
power of jurifdi¢tion; Mr. Mafon 1635, Sir Ferdinan-
do Gorge 1639, obtained royal patents; here we may
obferve, that although the jurifdi¢tion of the lands
from Neumkeag to Merimack river are included in
Mr. Mafon’s patent, this patent was pofterior to the Maf-
fachufetts old royal charter, which included that jurif-
diétion.

Originally the extent of this province from three
miles north of Merimack river to Pifcataqua river, was
twenty miles {ea line, and fixty miles inland; by the
determination of the king in council 1739, the fea
line continues the fame, and weftward heading the pro-
vince of Maflachufetts-Bay, it extends from Newicha-
wanack river about 115 miles to New-York bounds;
northward towards Canada it is indefinite, or rather not
determined.

The fucceflive changes in property and jurifdi&ion,
are as follows. Mafon’s firft grant, fee vol. I. p- 418.

Towards
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Towards theend of 1635 dies capt. Mafon, and by
will leaves New-Hampthire to John Tufton (to be called
Mafon) and his heirs: John dying before he was of age,
it came to his brother Robert Tufton Mafon an infant,
who was not of age till 1650: during his minority the
fervants in New-Hampthire embezzle every thing, and
the civil'wars preventing any legal relief, the Maffa-
chufetts people, at the defire of the inhabitants of New-
Hampfhire, tookall thofe lands inta their own difpofal
and jurifdiction. :

1661, Robert Tufton Mafon petitioned king Charles
II. to be relieved as to his property of thefe lands; Sir
Geofry Palmer, attorney general, made report, that
thefe lands were the undoubted right of the faid Ro-
bert Mafon, grandfon and heir of the faid John Mafon.
The inhabitants of New-Hampthire, and province of
Main, incapable of proteéting themfelves againft the
incurfions of the Canada French and their Indians,
defired the protection of the colony of Maffachufetts-
Bay; the affembly of Maflachufetts affumed the pro-
perty of thevacant lands and jurifdiction of that country.
The colony of Maffachufetts-Bay by their agent, that
is attorney ‘at home, purchafed the property of the
province of Main, July 20, 1677, from the heirs or
affigns of Gorge; the property and jurifdiction was con-
firmed to the province of Maffachufetts-Bay by their
new charter.

1675, Mr. Mafon ftill continuing his petition, theking
refers them to the attorney and folicitor general ; they
report his title good, and the king fends a mandatory
letter [ /] dated March 10, 1675-6, to the Maffachufetts-
Bay colony : . William Stoughton and Peter Bulkley are
fent over agents to anfwer Mafon’s complaints ; they

[f] This letter is dire@ed : To our trufty and well beloved the gover-
nor and magiftrates of our town of Bofton in New-Er:igland. N.B. in
thofe times the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay (a hard word) was called the
Bofton colony,

as
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as attornies legally conftituted in the name of Maffa-
chufetts colony difclaim thofe lands before the court of
King’s-Bench. ‘

1679, the proprietors and inhabitants of New-Hamp-
fhire not capable of proteéting themfelves againit the
Canada French and their Indians, defired of the crown
to take them under their immediate protettion ; ac-
cordingly the king commiffioned [g] a prefident with
ten counfellors for the government thereof, Sept. 18,
1679, and the lands granted there by the Maflachu-
fetts colony, were directed to pay Mr. Mafon™® heirs
fix-pence in the pound quit-rent, as incomes at that
time were valued by way of compofition; at the fame
time a court of record is conftituted, to try and de-
termine all caufes, referving an appeal home when the
value is fifty pound fterling and upwards; Robert
. Mafon may make out titles to the prefent pofleflors
at {ix-pence in the pound value of all rents of real
eftates, as quit-rents; the unoccupied lands to remain
.to the faid Mafon.

1682, May 9, King Charles II. appoints Edward
Cranfield, Eiq. lieutenant governor. When the crown
was endeavouring to re-affume all charters and patents,
. the patentees made another formal furrender of ju-
rifdiction ‘to the crown; and Cranfield 1684 was
commiffioned governor, but foon went to Barbadoes,
and licutenant-governor Utfher had the adminiftra-
tion. C

Robert Mafon the patentee’s cafe was recommended
by thecrown ; he came over to New-Hampthire; fome
few of the poffeffors took leafes, but they generally re-

[¢] For the honour of thofe families, who in thefe times were reckoned
principal original fettlers, we fhall tranfmit them by name, viz. John
Cuts, prefident; the ten counfellors were Richard Martyn, William
Vaughan, and Thomas Daniel of Portfmouth ; Jobn Gilman of Exeter;
Chriftopher Huffy of Hampton, and Richard Waldron of Dover, with
power to chufe three others to conftitute the firft council; the prefident
and five other counfellors to be a board.

fufed



Seer. IX. o New-HAMPSHIR E. 29

fufed this propofal. Mr. Mafon brought writs of eject-
ment againft Mr. Waldron, and about thirty others ;
he recovered judgment, but was oppofed in the exe-
cution, and his life threatened. 1684, Mr. Mafon
brought a writ of ejeétment againft William Vaughan,
Efq. and recovered judgment; Mr. Vaughan ap-
pealed to his majefty in council; this appeal was dif-
miffed and the former judgment confirmed, and cofts
given againft the appellant. Mr. Mafon defpairing of
any accommodation with the people, and his life
threatened, returned to England, and foon after died,
leaving two fons John and Robert Tufton Mafon.

1691, April 27, John and Robert Tufton Mafon by
their deed lawfully executed for the confideration of
2750/, fterl. did grant to Samuel Allen of London, Efg.
all their [4] right tolands in New-England.

[#] An abftra& of Mafon’s deed to Allen. 1691, April 27, John
Tufton Mafon and Robert Tufton Mafon, fons of Robert Tufton Ma-«
fon, fome time of the parifh of St. Martin’s in the fields, in the coun
of Middlefex, Efq. deceafed, did fell to Samuel Allen of London, Mer--
chant, in confideration of 2750/ fterl. a portion of main land in
New-England, from the middle of Merimack river to proceed eaftward
along the fea-coaft to Cape-Anne and round about the fame to Pifca-
taqua harbour, and fo forwards up within the river of Newichawa-~
nock, and to the fartheft head of the faid river, and from thence -north-
weftward till fixty miles be finifhed from the firft entrance of Pifcataqua
harbour; and alfo from Neumkeag through the river thereof up into
the land weft fixty miles; from which period to crofs over land to the
fixty miles end accounted from Pifcataqua through the Newichawa-
nock river to the land north weftward; and alfo all the fouth half of
the ifles of Shoals, together with all other iflands and ifelets as well
imbayed as adjoining, laying, abutting 'upon or near the premifes
within five leagues diftance, not otherways granted by fpecial name to
any at any time before April 18, 1635, called by the name of New-
HampsHire. Alo ten thoufand acres at theS. E. part of the en-
trance of Sagadahock, called by the name of Masonia. Alfo a por-
tion of land jn the province of Main, beginning at the entrance of
Newichawanock river and fo upwards along the faid river, and to
the fartheft head thereof, and to contain in breadth through all the
length aforefaid three miles within the land fiom every part of the faid
river, and half way over the faid river. Alfo that part of the fea-coaft
of New-England, on a great head land or cape north eaftward

1692.
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1692, March 1, Col. Samuel Allen was commiffioned
governor of New-FHampfhire, and his commiffion was
from three miles north of Merimack river to Pifcataqua
river, &c. ‘

1700, Col. Allen came over to New-Hampthire to
profecute his claim, and found there were twenty-four

of a great river of the Maffachufetts, fretching into the fea eaft-
wards five leagues or thereabouts, in the lat. between 42zd. and
43 d. known by the name of Tabigranda or Cape-Anne, with the
north, fouth and eaft fhores thereof; the back bounds towards the main
land beginning at the head of the next great river to the fouthward of the
faid cape, and running into the main land weftward, and up ariver fup-
pofed to pe called Merimack, north weftward of the faid cape to the far-
theft head of the faid river; from which period to crofs over land to the
other greatriver, which lies fouthward of the aforefaid cape, and half way
over, that is to fay, to the middle of the faid two rivers within the great
ifland called IsLe Mason, laying near or before the bay, harbour or river
of Agawam, with all iflands laying within three miles of the faid fea-coaft
known by the name of Mar1ava. Alfo all thofe lands and countries
bordering on the rivers and lakes of the Iroquois or nations of Indians
inhabiting up into the landward, between the lines of the weft and north
weft, conceived to pafs or lead upwards from the rivers of Sagadahock
and Merimack, together with the lakes and rivers of the Iroquois, and
other nations adjoining, the middle part of which lake lies near about
44 d. or 45 d. as alfo all lands within ten miles of any parts of the faid
lakes and rivers on the fouth eaft part thereof, and from the weft end or
fides of the faid lakes and rivers, {o far forth to the weft, as fhall extend
half way into the next great lake to the weftward, and from thence north-
ward into the north fide of the main river, which runneth from the great
and Yaﬁ weftern lakes, and falleth into the river of Canada, including all
within the faid perambulation, which portions of lands, rivers, and lakes;
are commonly called the province of Laconia. Asalfo the towns and
ports of Pprt(mouth, Hampton, Dover, Exeter, Little Harbour, Green-
land, Salifbury, old Salifbury, Concord, Sudbury, Reading, Belerica,
Gloucefter, Cape Anne town, Ipfivich, Wenham, Newbury, Haverhill,
Andover, Rowley, Bafstown, Woburn, and all other villages, towns,
ports and harbours in the aforefaid tra&s of land called Mafonia, Mariana,
Ifle Mafon, and province of Laconia, with all mines, minerals, &c. and all
royal letters or patents, deeds, writings, rentals, accounts, papers, and evi-
dena:'s of land whatfoever relating to the fame.

Itis faid that Mr. Mafon (called treafuer and $ay-mafter of the army,)
1634, fent over about feventy fervants with ftores and provifions to carry
un the fettlement of New-Hampthire; and Mr. Mafon dying towards the

e‘nd of 163¢, that hiseftate in New-Hampfhire inventered, amounted to
apout twenty thoufand pounds terl,

of
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or twenty-five leaves torn out of the records; thefe
leaves contained the records of former Judgments of
ejectment obtained by Mafon. He enters new writs of
ejettment againft Waldron, Vaughan, &c. the juries
brought in for the defendants cofts; the king in council
difmiffed his appeal without cofts, becaufe he had not
brought proof of Mr. Mafon’s poffeflion, and was al-
lowed to begin de novo. ‘Col. Allen petitioned Q. Anne
in council to be put in pofleffion of the wafte lands, &c.
the petition was referred to the board of trade and plan-
tations ; they advifed with Sir Edward Northey, attor-
ney general, who reported that her majefty might fafely
put him in pofieffion of the unimproved land, but where
the inhabitants had pofleffion he might bring his writs
of ejeCtment: an order was fent to governor Dudley (at
this time Dudley was governor of the province of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, and of the province of New-Hampthire,
by two diftinét commiffions) to put col. Allen in poi-
feflion of the wafte lands, but for Jand improved he was
to bring writs of ejeCtment, and when the trials came
on governor Dudley was directed to go into court and
demand a {pecial verdict; accordingly upon a trial of
ejeCtment againft Waldron, - governor Dudley was noti-
fied to attend, but for certain reafons at that time beft
known to himfelf, and a great indifpofition of body (as
he faid) he proceeded no further than Newbury; the
defendants obtained cofts of fuit: Col. Allen appeals
to the crown, but dies before the appeal was profe-
cuted, leaving one fon and four daughters. His fon
Thomas fucceeds him in thefe claims, and was caft in
his writs of ejetment with cofts, a fpecial verdic
being refufed; he appealed, and died before it could
be heard, leaving two fons and one daughter infants.
To cut off the claim of Mr. Allen’s heirs to wafte
lands, fo far as in them lies, lately this government
have made a grant of the wafte lands by the name of
Kingfwood, to about fixty of their principal inhabi-
' o tants
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tants poffeffors, that there might remain no wafte lands
in Mr. Mafon’s grant. o .

The lands lately adjudged by the king in coungl, not
to belong to the Maffachufetts-Bay grant, are now crown
lands, but at prefent under the jurifdiction of the pro-
vince of New-Hampthire; they lay north of Maffachu-
fetts, and when the boundaries with Canadaarefettled may
prove a good diftiné inland province for produce. By
an order of theking in council 1744, it is directed, that
if the government of New-Hampthire do not provide for
fort Dummer, there will be a neceflity for returning that
fort with a proper contiguous diftrict to the province of
Maffachufetts-Bay : but fo it happened, that during the
late French war, the province of Maflachufetts-Bay by
the contrivance of-—for fake of perquifites maintained'
that fort and many block-houfes within the diftri@& of
New-Hampfthire, without any confideration or allowance
for want ot proper application at home.

As Mr. Mafon’s grant lies indented in the province of
Maffachufetts-Bay, (the old colony of Maffachufetts-Bay
is weftward, and the province of Main by the new
charter annexed to Maflfachufetts-Bay is eaftward) per-
haps it would be for the intereft of Great-Britain and for
the good of the inhabitants, to annex this fmall country
to the neighbouring government by an additional char-
ter. The property of the vacantlands of Maffachufetts-
Bay being in the reprefentatives of the colle&ive body
of the people, and the property of the vacant lands in
New-Hampthire beinzin the crown, is no obftacle, fee-
ing the vacant lands in Sagadahock or duke of York’s
former property, though annexed by charter to Maffa-
chufetts, continue the property of the crown, that is, not
to be afigned by the government of Maffachufetts-Bay,
without confent of the crown. New-Hampthire is too
diminutive for a feparate government or province ; the
numbers of their people and the value of their commerce
are infignificant : in fa& the governor of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay for many years was alfo governor of New-

Hampfhire;
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Hampthire with a diftint commiffion, but about ten

- years fince the aflembly of New-Hampfhire enter a com-
plaint to, the king in council againft the joint governor
of that time, in relation to the cafe of fettling the
boundaries between the two provinces; that he was
partial in favour of his more profitable government of
Maffachufetts-Bay, by adjourning and proroguing the

~aflembly of New-Hampthire, when the cafe was in agi-
tation ; this complaint, by the king in council, was
judged true and goed, therefore a feparate governor
for New-Hampfhire was commiffioned anno 1740. In
fuch diminutive governments, the governor may domi-
neer and act in a more defpotick manner, than his fove-
reign can poffibly in Great-Britain; it is faid that a go<
vernor and fuch of the council as he thinks proper to
confult with, difpenfe with fuch provincial laws as are
troublefome or ftand in their way in procedures of their
court of equity, fo called.

Here is at prefent fubfifting a difpute (interrupting all
publick bufinefs)between the governor in council, and
the houfe of reprefentatives, concerning the governor’s
prerogative of negativing a fpeaker, and his qualifying
fo many towns and diftricts, as he fhall think worthy to
fend reprefentatives. And in this infignificant govern-
ment, it may be called Lis de lana caprina, but in our
confiderable colonies it is an affair of great confequence,
therefore I thall here infert a fmall digreffion concerning
thefe prerogatives and privileges.

A Dicressiow, concerning fome difputed points relating
to the legiflaturés of the feveral Britith colonies in
America; particularly where the prerogatives of the
crown governors feem to clath with the privileges of
the reprefentatives of the collective body of the péo-
ple or fettlers, in genéral court affembled.

- Perhaps, in our colonies after a legiflature is confti-
tuted by royal charters as in New-England, as by pro-
- VoL, II, . D prietary
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prietary patents of government as in Penfylvania, Ma-
ryland, &c. or by royal commiffion or inftructions [7]
to the firft crown governor in the king’s governments;
further inftru&ions from the court of Great-Britain,
though obligatory upon the negatives of the country’s
reprefentatives, who naturally may be fuppofed, and
doubtlefs were intended, as a check upon inftructions
from the boards at home not well verfed in plantation
affairs.—On the other fide, as to prerogative, the plan-
tation aéts ought to have a fufpending claufe, that is,
not to be obligatory (thus it is in Ireland, a Britith co-
lony or acquifition, an ancient precedent) unlefs con-
firmed by the Britith court.

~ Thus in general, there are two fupreme negatives in
the legiflatures of our American colonies; the king in
council, and the particular legiflatures of the feveral co-
lonies. ‘

In a colony where there is a royally conftituted legi-
flature, perhaps their publick ats, after being approved
of, or not difapproved after a certain time (Maffachu-
fetts-Bay charter exprefles it after three years) cannot
be difannulled but by the legiflature of Great-Britain
called the parliament, who in all Britifh cafes and over
all perfons, according to the Britith conftitution, areab-
folutely fupreme and the dernier refort.

If any innovations were to be made by the admini-
ftration at home upon the eftablifhed conftitution of our
colonies, they naturally will begin with fome infignificant
colony, fuch for inftance is this of New-Hamptfhire,
where the people have no money nor intereft lodged at
home to maintain their privileges; and from prece-
dents of fuch impotent colonies, proceed to impofe
upon the more rich and valuable colonies.  Thus it was
in the latter end of the reign of Charles II. and in the
thort abrupted reign of James II. when all corporation
valuable privileges were defigned to be abrogated ;

[{] The inftruction is, that after *** a limited time, they fhall iffue
a fummons for convening a general affembly. ‘
they
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they began with the infignificant impotent borough cor-
porations. _ ,

A governor perhaps by foliciting at home and giving
adequate gratuities and fees to the proper leading clerks
of the feveral boards, may obtain additional inftructions
fuitable to his intereft or humour. 1 do not maintain,
but only mention, thatwe feem to have a late inftance of
thisin the province of New-Hampfhire. In 1744-5, there
was a difpute between the governor and houfe of repre-
fentatives concerning the houfe’s not admitting of mem-
bers from the governor’s new conftituted townthips and
diftri¢ts, but not qualified by the houfe; the governor
by folicitations, &c. at home, obtained in the king’s
abfence, from the lords juftices an additional inftruction,
as follows.

¢« By the LORDS JUSTICES.

Gower, P. S. Additional inftruction to Benning Went-
Bedford, worth, Efq. his majefty’s governor and
Montagu, commander in chief, in and over the
Pembroke.  province of New-Hampfhire, in New-
' England in America ; or to the comman-
derin chief of the faid province for the

time being. ‘
(Seal) Given at Whitehall, the goth day of
June, 1748, in the 22d year of his ma-

jefty’s reign.

‘Wheteas it hath been reprefented to his majefty, That
you having in his majefty’s name, and by virtue of your
commiffion, iffied a writ to the fheriff of the province
under your government, commanding him to make out
precepts, directed to the fele¢t men cof certain towns,
parifhes, and diftriéts, therein mentioned, for the elec-
tion of fit perfons qualified in law to reprefent them in
the general affembly, appointed to be held at Portf-
mouth, within the faid province, on the 24th day of

Da January
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January 1744-5; by which writ, the towns of South-
Hampton and Chefter, and the diftricts of Haverhill,
and of Methuen and Dracut, and the diftri¢t of Rum-
ford, were impowered to choofe reprefentatives as afore-
faid; the faid general affembly did refufe to admit the
perfons duly elected to reprefent the faid towns and di-
ftriéts to fit and vote in the choice of a fpeaker: And
whereas the right of fending reprefentatives to the faid
aflembly was founded originally on the commiffions and
inftruétions given by the crown to the refpective gover-
nors of the province of New-Hampthire, and his ma-
jefty may therefore lawfully extend the privilege of fend-
ing reprefentatives to fuch new towns as his majefty
fhall judge worthy thereof : "

It is therefore his majefty’s will and pleafure, andyou
are hereby direted and required to diffolve the affembly
of the province, under your government as foon as
conveniently may be, and when another is called, to
iffue his majefty’s writ to the fheriff of the faid province,
commanding him to make out precepts, diretted to the
felect-men of the towns of South-Hampton and Chefter,
the diftrits of Haverhill, and of Methuen and Dracut,
and the diftri&t of Rumford, requiring them to caufe
the freeholders of the {aid towns and diftricts to affemble,
to elect fit perfons to reprefent the faid towns and di-
ftricts in general aflfembly, in manner following, viz.
One for the town of South-Hampton, one for the town
of Chefter, one for the diftri€t of Haverhill, one for the
diftrict of Methuen and Dracut, and one for the diftrict
of Rumford: AND it is his majefty’s further will and
pleafure, that you do fupport the rights of fuch repre-
fentatives, when chofe; and that you do likewife fignify
his majefty’s pleafure herein to the members of the faid
general affembly.” —-

This would be nearly the fame, as. if the patricii
of Rome (in our colonies they are called governor
and council) had affumed the prerogative of regulat-

1 ing
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ing the [£] tribuni plebis, or reprefentatives of the
people.

The writs or precepts for elefting of reprefentatives
for the feveral townthips and diftriéts returned into the
fecretary’s office, were produced in the houfe, Jan. 5.
1748-9, being the firft day of the fitting of a new af-
fembly. They confifted of :

3 from Portfmouth. 1 from Newington.

3 Dover. I New-Market.
2 Hampton. 1 Stratham.

2 Exeter. 1 Greenland.

2 Newcaftle & Rye. 1~ London-derry.
1 Kingfton. 1 Durham.

I Hampton-Falls. —

20

There were fome other members returned by fome
new towns, Chefter, South-Hampton,and three other
diftrics, but not admitted to fit: Richard Waldron,
Efg. a worthy man, chofen {peaker by all the votes,
excepting one, was negatived or difallowed by the go-
vernor, becaufe the reprefentatives from the new
towns were not admitted to fit and vote in the choice.
The houfe were ftrictly required by the governor to ad-
mit thefe new reprefentatives, the refufal of them being
the higheft contemptof the king’s authority, as he faid,
and to proceed to a new choice of a fpeaker.  This was
abfolutely refufed by the houfe ; denying the governor’s
power of negativing a fpeaker, and of introducing [/]

[#] When the patricii or optimates came to lord it too much cver
the other people of Rome, thefe people infifted upon their kaving re-
prefentatives in the publick adminiftration, called tribuni plebis, to
maintain the liberties and privileges of the commons, againft the power
of the optimates ; perhaps the houfe of commons in the Eritith legifla-
ture had fome fuch original.

(/] If the king fends inftrucions to his governors of colonies, con-
cerning the negativing of (peakers, and qualifying any new towns or
diftricts that thall be thought worthy to fend reprefentatives to their

D 3 ment-
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members not warranted by law, ufage, cuftom, or any
other authority.

This houfe ftill fubfifts (June 1750) by many proro-
‘gations and alternate meflages, but have done no pub-
Jick or ordinary provincial bufinefs ; whether the go-
vernor or houfe of reprefentatives are in fault I do nat
determine ; I only relate matters of fat, and refcritto
proper judgment.

As to a governor in the Britifh colones NEGaTIVING
‘A SPEAKER, it is {aid to be a controverted point, there-
fore thall make a few remarks in relation to it.

1. Asthe king at home, and his governors in the
plantations abroad, never pretended to negative the
cle@tion of 2 member for a county, town, or diftrict;
it feems inconfiftent that they fhould claim a negative
upon a fpeaker, or chairman, or moderator, chofen
amongft themfelves.

2. In Great-Britain towards the end of the reign of
Charles II. all charters and other privileges of the peo-
ple were defigned to be facrificed to the prerogative ;
there was a difpute between the prerogative and the pri-
vilege of the commons concerning the court’s negativ-
ing of a fpeaker ; but ever fince, this controver{y lies
dormant; it is a tender point, a noli me tangere ; and
plantation governors, who endeavour to revive the like
in their diftriéts, by flily procuring inftru&tions from
the court at home, in favour of fuch a negative, are
perhaps no true friends to their colony, nor to the Bri-
tith conftitutionin general.

3 Notwithftanding that, in the new charter 1691 of
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, it is exprefly faid,
that the governor fhall have a negative in all eleGions
and acls of government; in their additional or expla-

gencral affemblies; it féems an ancient eftablifhed cuftom or pradtice,
that is, privilege of the houfe to admit or refufe novel praétices, it
being a notorious privilege in the Britifh conltitution for the reprefen-
tatives of the pegple to regulate their own m-mbers.

I]ﬂf()ry
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natory charter 12 Geo. L in the king’s abfence granted
by the guardians or juftices of the kingdom, it is faid,
that no provifion was made in the faid charter, of the
king by his governor, approving or difapproving the
election of a fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives. In
confequence of this new charter, not by any abfolute
royal command, but by the voluntary confent and a&
ofy the reprefentatives themfelves, the commander in
chief is allowed to negative the {peaker. Thus per-
haps an aét of the general affembly of New-Hampthire
or their tacit fubmiffion, might inveft their governor
with the like power, but not to be affumed in any other
manner.

4. The exclufive right of ele¢ting their own fpeaker
is in the houfe of commons or reprefentatives ; the con-
firmation by prefenting him to the king, or to his go-
vernors, is a mere form in courfe. Thus the lord mayor
and fheriffs of London are prefented in the king’s ex-
chequer-court, but no negative pretended; and perhaps
if the king in a progrefs fhould happen to be in any
corporated city or town at the time of the elettion of
their mayor and fheriffs, in compliment and form they
would be prefented to the king,

Ass to the governor’s difpute with the houfe of repre-
fentatives, concerning his fummoning NEW MEMBERS
FROM UNPRIVILEGED PLACES OR DISTRICTS, we make
the following remarks, "

1. The prefent governor of New-Hampthire, with-
out any prudential retinue or referve, impolitically ex-
pofing fuch an arbitrary proceeding, menaces them
with ten more {uch reprefentatives ; he means an in-
definite arbitrary number in his meflfage, Feb. 13,
1748-9.

2. For many fcores of years, which is generally con-
ftrued a prefcription; there have been no royal addition
of members of parliament; and at the union of the two
kingdoms of Scotland and England, to prevent multi-

D 4 Plying
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plying of members, the fmall royal corporated towns of
Scotland were clafled, that is, four or five of them jointly
to fend one member or reprefentative ; therefore as the
royal appointing of new reprefentatives in Great-Britain
‘has been difcontinued time out of mind, why fhould th
general conftitution be infringed upon in our colonies,
and from the caprice or private intereft of a governor,
the affembly members be [#] multiplied to an incon-
venient and chargeable number? excepting where the
cultivation of wildernefs lands may require new town-
thips or diftricts, and, if inconveniently remote from a
former fhire or county town, they require a new feparate
county or fhire. o

3. As an inftance or precedent of a royal regulation
in the colonies; in the charter of Maffachufetts-Bay it is
exprefsly declared, ¢ that the houfe of reprefentatives
¢ with the other branches of the legiflature, fhould de-
¢ termine what numbers fhould be afterwards fent to
¢ reprefent the counties, towns, and places;” there-
fore the affair of reprefentation in the legiflature is not
ablolutely in the governor and his devotees of the
council.

{7] In the province of Maflachufetts-Bay, from 1736 to 1741 (the
reafons or inducements of this procedure, I fhail not account for). by
ereting of new townthips and fplitting of old townthips into many
corporations, the members of the houfe of reprefentatives were likely
to be increafed to an impolitick number ; therefore in the following
adminiftration, (fee vol. I. p.490.) the governor had an inftruc-
tion, in granting new townfhips to exclude them from fending repre-
{entatives. This feems inconfiflent with the Britifh conflitution, where-
by all freeholders of forty fhillings per ann. income and upwards, are
qualified to be reprefented in the legiflature and taxation ; in particu-
lar, freeholders are not to be taxed, but where their agent or repre-
{entative does or may appear. -

A vote of the reprefentatives to regulate their own houfe, is not 2
general a& of government.

Governors have a confiderable advantage over their affemblies;
when he fends them any impofing meffage of importance, but not rea-
fonable, to prevent any reprefentationot its inconveniency orillegality,
he adjourns or prorogues them. .

4. In
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4. In the neighbouring province of Maffachufetts-Bay,
by charter each townthip was qualified (by a late in-
ftruétion, the newly granted townthips are difqualified)
to fend two repréfentatives, whereas they generally fend
one, and at times exclufively the houfe of reprefenta-
tives excufe fome towns'from fending, and mul&other
townthips for not fending. In Great Britain there are
many borough towns or corporations not privileged to
fend members or reprefentatives to parliament; but as
there are county reprefentatives, as frecholders they are
reprefented in their county ; whereas in New-England
there being no county reprefentatives, thefe unprivi-
leged diftriéts are not reprefented, which is an [#] in-
fringement upon the Britith conftitution. ‘

5. Allnew townthips and diftricts, who by a gover-
nor’s precept are required to fend reprefentatives, their
qualifications ought to be confirmed by an a& of affem-
bly, before they are allowed to fit, otherwife the gover-
nor to ferve a turn may multiply the houfe of reprefen-
tatives to any inconvenient number and unneceffary
publick charge, where the reprefentatives are upon
wages; together with the general damage of calling off
from labour and bufinefs, many perfons invincibly igno-
rant of publick affairs.

5. The laft charter of the city of New-York, in the
king’s province of New-York, was confirmed by aé& of
their provincial affembly, 1730; and by its laft claufe
it is provided, that, ¢ this prefent act thould be reputed,

[#] To obviate or rectify this, the counties by a& of aflembly may
be allowed county reprefentatives, or the new townfhips and fubdivi-
fions of old townthips may be clafled, andjointly fend one or more re-
prefentatives.  As in the nature of things, nothing, no conflitution is
perfet ; where any inconveniency from time to time appears, it ought
to beredtified. 'This introducing of county reprefentatives, or of claffi-
cal reprefentations of towns, is not confiftent with a late inftruction from
the court of Great-Britain, that in granting of new townthips, a pro-
vifion be made that the number of reprefentatives be not thereby in-
creafed, or with a fufpending claufe, i.e. It fhall not take place till
confirmed from home.

¢ as
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< as if it were a publick act of affembly relating to the
¢« whole colony.” This is an inftance of corporations in
the plantations, being confirmed by act of affembly.

I fhall here infert fome obfervations concerning gene-
ral affemblies or houfes of reprefentatives, which were
omitted in the fé¢tion of Maffachufetts-Bay,

1. Conftituting townthips with all corporation privi-
leges, but exprefly excluding them from the privilege
of fending reprefentatives, feems ANTI-CONSTITUTIO-
NaL; efpecially confidering, that there are no county
reprefentations of freeholders in New-England. See
vol. I. p. 459.

2. By aét of the affembly of Maffachufetts-Bay forty
members are required to make a QuoruM in the houfe
of reprefentatives. As this is not by charter, it may be
rectified by aét of affembly. In the houfe of com-
mons of Great-Britain confifting of 558 members or
returns, forty make a quorum; why fhould the houfe
of reprefentatives of Maflachufetts-Bay, which this
year 1750 confifts of only about ninety returns, have
. the fame number forty for a quorum? As many towns
are delinquent in fending reprefentatives, and fome
members of the other towns negligent in their at-
tendance, it may fometimes be difficult to make a
quorum of forty, and confequently publick bufinefs
impeded.

3. The old act, that a reprefentative muft be a
refident in the townthip for which he is elected, may
be falutary for fome time in a new country not much
concerned in commerce and policy; but a trading
politick country, fuch as is Maffachufetts-Bay, for
a country-man not ufed to trade or money, to pre-
fcribe in fuch affairs, is not natural. See vol. I,
P, 500.

4. As in England, fheriffs of counties are excluded
from being members of the houfe of commons, fo in
the colonies the fame regulation may take place, be-
caufe a theriff may be fuppoted to be under the influence

of
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of the court or governor, his conftituents, and his per-
fonal prefence feems required in his bailywick.

5. That the counfellors and reprefentatives may ferve
their country gratis : thus we fhall have generous mem-
bers, not hirelings eafily to be corrupted. This year
1750, the town of Bofton and fome country townthips
by way of leading examples have made an introduion.
Anciently in the parliament of England, a knight of
the fhire was allowed four fhillings, and a citizen or
burgefs two fhillings a day, by the refpeétive places for
which they were chofen ; at prefent they have no wages ;

‘the houfe of lords, the king’s hereditary council or fe-
cond branch in the legiflature, never had any pay. It
is full time that our colonies fhould conform to this
example ; feveral provinces have conformed, particu-
larly in New-England our neighbouring colony of
Rhode-Ifland ever fince 1746.  See vol. I. p. 507. This
will be a confiderable article of faving in the ordinary
charges of government,

A DicrEession, concerning the national claims of Great-
Britain and France relating to difputed countries on
the continent of North-America and fome of the
Caribbee Weft-India iflands.

The crown lands lately taken from the province of
Maflachufetts-Bay, and the lands north of Mafon’s grant,
have lately pro tempore been annexed to the jurifdiétion
of this fmall province of New-Hampthire; they extend
from weft to eaft from New-York eaft line (which is
twenty miles eaft of Hudfon’s river) to the weft line of
the province of Main about 115 miles; north they ex-
tend indefinitely to a line dividing the American Britith
dominions from the dominions of France called New-
France orCanada; this line isnow uponthe carpet in Pa-
ris, to be adjufted by Britith and French commiffaries[o].

[2} This line does not immediately affect the province of Maflachu-
fetrs-Bay ; it affeéts Nova-Scotia, Sagadahock, (the juri{diGtionpro tem-
Mr.
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Mr. Bollon, agent for Maffachufetts-Bay, has an [p] -
inftru@ion from their affembly to reprefent the encroach-
ment which theFrench are making upon our fettlements
in North- America. )
The late exorbitant French claims of extending their
- boundaries in America, beyond all the limits which have
- hitherto been challenged or allowed, gave occafion to
the following paragraphs. )
M. La Janqueriere governor general of Canada or
New France, by his inftructions from home, lately fent

pore but not the property of Sagadahock or duke of York’s grant, is in
the province of Maflachufetts-Bay, as was alfo Nova Scotia by the pre-
feot charter) the late crown land of New-Hampthire, New-York, &c.

fp] That the curious may have fome notion of our colonies agencies
atthe court of Great Britain, Ifhall hereinfert, by way of inftance, an
abftratt of the laft body of inftru&ions to agent Bollori voted by the af
fembly, January 19, 1749-50.

1. To folicitthe payment and reimburfement of the chargesof the
late intended expedition againft Canada.

2. To {olicit the payment for the provincial cloathing made ufe of
by admiral Knowles for his majefty’s fea and land forces at Louifbourg

3. To folicit the charge of fupporting fort Dummer, and defending
the frontiers of New-Hampthire.

4. To make application, that the governments of Connefticut,
New-Hampthire, and Rhode-Ifland, be obliged to a fpeedy and equi-
table redemption of their bills of publick credit.

5. To reprefent the encroachments made and making by the French
on his majefty’s territories in North-America.

6. To enquire into the ftate of the line, between this province and the
colony of Connedicu: as formerly fettled, in order to have it confirm-
-&d, if not already done.

7. To make application that {everal governments on this continent
be obliged to bear a juft proportion of men and money in cafe of an-
other war.

8. To folicit the exemption of fea-men and others in this govern-
ment from impreffes on board any of his maj: fty’s fhips that may come
into this province.

9. That he apply to the court of Great-Britain for pav for the fnow
Eagle and Dominique, taken from the captors at Louifbourg, and em-
ployed in his majeﬁy‘s fervice to carry home prifoners to France.

10. The agent being impowered to receive what money fhall be ob-
tained at Great-Britain for this government, he is to lodge the fame at
the bank of England for the further order of the general affembly.

letters



Seer. IX. of NEw-Hampsuire. 45

letters to the commandant of Nova Scotia and tothe go-
vernor of Maffachufetts-Bay, claiming a great part of
Nova Scotia, and from thence fo far as Quenebec river
in New-England. At this writing M. La Corne, a
French officer from Canada with a confiderable [¢] force,
lies cantoned on the north fide of Chicani¢o bay and
river, to prevent us from extending further horth than
the peninfula, fo called, and from building a fort upon
the neck, where is the barcadier by the Bay Verte to
Canada. Major Laurence of Warburton’s regiment
with about 450 men was fent to diflodge them, but
finding the French too {trong, and inftrutted to repel
force by force, as alfo the houfes burnt to prevent any
lodgment there, he retired to Minas.

The French court has appointed as commiffaries the
marquis de la Gliffoniere late commandant general of
New-France, and M. La Houettes; with two commiffa-
ries nominated by the court of Great-Britain, Mr. Shir-
ley, late governor of Maffachufetts-Bay, and Mr. Mild-
may; to regulate all the refpetive pretenfions of the two
nations in America, and the contefts ftill remaining on
fome prizes made on both fides during the war. It is
thought, that for fome time they may avoid coming to
any determination, and perhaps inftead of a definitive
may come to a provifional treaty of Uti, &c.

There was lately a difpute concerning the property
and jurifdiGtion of the ifland of Tobago in the Weft-
Indies, between the governor of Barbadoes and the ge-
neral of Martinico; this difpute ended in a provifional
treaty ; this with fome other of the windward Caribbee
iflands commonly went by the name of [r] Neutral
Iflands.

[¢] This force confifts of three companies of marines, about 40> In-
dians of Canada, St. John’s, Cape Sable, and Penobfcot, fome Canada
militia and Coureurs des Bois, and French neutrals, as they are called,
of Nova Scotia. o

[»] Theimprudence of our commanders and other officers, in giving
the denomination of neutrals to the French fettlers of Nova Sconas, per-

oon
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Soon after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, which was
concluded Oétober 7, 1748, the French began to fettle
(ere& batteries) the neutral Car1pget iflands of [s] To-
bago, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and St. Dominico. Thefe
and fome other Caribbee iflands called Neutrals are ex-
prefly mentioned to keep up the claim, in both [7]

haps gave occafion to the prefent French claim of a great part of Nova
Scotia, and of fome part of New-England, fo far as Quenebec river.

{+] Tobago was formerly the property of the dukes of Courland ; they
had a fettlement on the coaft of Guinea, called Fort St. Andrew, to
{upply it with negro flaves: in the beginning of the reign of king
Charles I1. they were difpofleffled by the Dutch; this occafioned
James, duke of Courland by treaty November 17, 1664, to make over
to Charles IL. the {overeignty of the faid ifland and fort of St. Andrew’s,
referving liberty of trade to the Courlanders and Dantzickers. Upon
this the Dutch feem to have quitted the ifland, and the Courlanders
never repoflifled it; thus it remains at leaft a fief of the crown of
Great-Britain. :

It was firlt difcovered by the Spaniards, and had its name from In-
dian tobacco finoakers. When the Englifh firft fettled Barbadoes, there
being no Spanith fet'lers in Tobago, the Englith from Barbadoes fre-
quented it, and Charles I. made a grant of it to the earl of Pembroke ;
the fubfequent civil wars prevented his fettling of it.  Soon after about
200 Dutch people fettled there, but were expelled by the Spaniards
and Caribbee Indians. Next James Kettler duke of Courland, god-fon
to James I. of England, madea fettlement there 5 but was difpoffefled
by the two Lampfons, Dutch merchants from France; they had the
titles of counts and barons of T'obago ; and from the Dutch Weft-India
company had a grant of theifland, and with confent of the States they
fent over M. Bavean governor. It was in difpute between the Englifh
and Datch in Charles II. Dutch War. The houfe of Kettler being
extind, it reverted to England.

{z] The prefent governor of Barbadoes, his commiffion runs thus;
Henry Grenville, Efq. captain gereral and chief governor of the
iflands of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominico, and the reft
of his majefty’s ifland colonies and plantations in America, known by
the name of the Caribbee Iflands, lying and being to windward of
Guardaloupe. The prefent governor of Martinico, his commiffion
rans thus ; Marquis de Caylus, governor and lieutenant general of ‘the
iflands of Martinico, Guardaloupe, Grande and Petite Terre, Defiada,
Marigallante, the Saints, Dominico, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Bequia,
Cannaovan, Caricacocoan, Grenada, and of all the iflands and iflets
commonly called the Granadillos, Tobago, St. Bartholomew, St.
Martin, Cayan, and the continent comprehended between the river of
the Amazons and Oranoke,

com-
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commiffions of the governor of Barbadoes, and the
French general of Martinico, Beginning of December
1748, the French governor of Martinico iffued a pro-
clamation, prohibiting the Englifh, Dutch or Danes,
from trading there without licence from the general of
Martinico, on pain of forfeiting veffel and cargo.
Upon information of thefe proceedings the governor
of Barbadoes fent capt. Tyrrel with fome frigates to
Tobago. Capt. Tyrrel fent aboard the French com-
modore to enquire what bufinefs he had there; who
roundly told him, he was come to fettle that ifland, and
if obftruéted therein, was to make the beft defence he
could. Capt. Tyrrel returned to Barbadoes for further
orders. ‘ ;

When complaint was made to the French court by
the court of Great-Britain, concerning the French
affuming the ifland of Tobago; the court of France by
way of recrimination'anfwered in April 1749, that the
Englith were the aggrefiors, by prefuming laft Novem-
ber in a clandeftine manner to ftick up a proclamation
in tharifland, commanding the French fubjeéts there to
quit the place within the fpace of thirty days, upon pain
of military execution: this (as they pretend) induced
the general of Martinico, without previous orders from
his court to prevent the fame, by fettling inhabitants
and batteries there.

Martinico, November 27, 1749, a provifional (not
definitive) treaty was figned between commodore Hol-
bourn, authorized by governor Grenville of Barbadoes,
and the marquis de Caylus governor of Martinico, for
the reciprocal evacuation of the ifland of Tobago, as
well as for the immediate demolition of all the works
and fortreffes which the French have raifed cn Rockley-
Bay, or any other part of the faid ifland: that neither
nation fhall make fettlements there, but may wood and
water there, catch fifh, and build temporary huts to
{creen them from the weather during their fithing and

4 wooding,
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wooding, but fhall not cut down any trees other than
for fire-wood, nor gather any fimples or valuable plants,
Accordingly a Britith man of war floop from Barba-
does, and a brigantine from Martinico, failed to To-
bago, having each of them an officer on board charged
to fee that ifland evacuated by the fubjects of both
¢rowns.

The wars of New-Hampthire with the Canada French
and Indians their allies, is geucrally comprehended in
what is wrote in the fection of Maflachufetts-Bay [#].
Moreover, 1. Towards reduction of Louifbourg, on
Cape-Breton ifland, they contributed a regiment of 350
men under col. More. 2. Towards the fecond réin-
forcement of 1000 men fent from New-England for
the protetion of Nova Scotia, they contributed 200
men, whereof only forty that were fent to Minas did
any duty, the reft in fome trifling difguft foon re-
turned to Portfmouth in New-Hampfhire. 3. In the
late French and Indian wars, they were neither capable

[«] As we hinted in the firft volume, doring the late French and In-
dian war, at the requeft of the prefident and council of Nova Scoria,
reprefenting the weak ftate of Annapolis as to their garrifon, and the
ill condition of their fortifications ; there were three reinforcements of
men fent from New-England to Nova Scotia. 1. From Maflachufet:s-
Bay 200 men ; they were of good ufe in the beginning of the French
war in fummer 1744 ; the other two reinforcements were of no ufe.
2. Inthe winter 1746-7, 2 reinforcement of 500 men of Maffachufetts-
Bay, 300 of Rhode- liland, and zco of New-Hampthire, in all 1000
men, to be cantoned amorgft the French at Minas to keep them in due
fubjetion, and at the fame time to eat up their fpare provifion which
ufed to viCtual the Irench and Indian parties : from ill contrivance and
worfe management, being indifcreetly cantoned, nofnow thoes, and ill
provided with ammunition, they fuffered adifmal maffacre by a French
and Indian party from Chicanio ; our forces happened to be only 470
men, the 200 Rhode !fland men never arrived, having {uffered fhip-
wreck ; of the 200 New-Hampfhire men, only forty marched to Minas,
the reft foon returned home. 3. Was a reinforcement of 370 men
from Maflachufetts-Bay fent in the winter 1747-8, whenthe peace with
France was as good as concluded, '

nor-
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nor willing to prote¢t their own Frontiers ; the g—
of Maffachufetts-Bay gladly embraced this opportu-
nity of further perquifites, and procured the affembly
to take them under prote&ion at a confiderable pro-
vincial charge, but hitherto without any reimburfe-
ment.

This province makes only one county or fhire: anno
1742, it contained about 60vo rateable whites, and
about 500 negroes or flaves.

Their complement of counfellors is ten; when much
deficient, the governor may appoint pro tempore. The
new grants of lands or townthips are not from the repre-
fentatives of the colletive body of the people, but by
the governor and council conform to the governor’s com-
miffion and inftruction, ata certain nominal quit-rent,
e. g. London-derry to pay yearly one bufhel of potatoes
when required. The conftitution of their houfe of re-
prefentatives, feevol. IL. p. 37.

The juries are returned by the fheriff.

Their courts of judicature, befides the jurifdition of
a juftice of the peace, and of a bench of juftices, are

1. The general feflions of the peace held quarterly.

2. Inferior courts of common pleas held four times a
year, confift of four judges, whereof three make a
quorum.

3. A fuperior court of judicature or common pleas
held twice a year, confifts of a chief judge and three
other judges, whereof three make a quorum ; from
thence are allowed appeals to the governor and council,
or to a court of appeals in cafes where the value in dif~
pute exceeds 100 /. fterl. and to the king in council,
where the true value of the thing in difference exceeds
goo. fterl.

4. Courts of oyer and terminer, affizes, or general
goal delivery, are fpecially appointed by the governor
and council,

Vor. IL. B 5. At
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5. At prefent the fame judge of vice-admiralty and
other officers, ferve for Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland
and New-Hampthire. : o

6." The officers of the court of probates, are appointed
by the governor and council, with appeal to the gover-
nor and council.

7. Court of equity. The commander in chief with
the council, fuftain by way of appeal from the court-
(having jurifdittion) next below ; directly without any
new procefs, is tried on the fame original writ or pro- .
cefs brought to the firft court, and comes in f’cat.:u quo
exaltly, faving that either party may bring new evidence
if they pleafe: after a hearing, perhaps fome weeks or
months may elapfe before fentence is pronounced ; and
from thence appeal may lie to the king in council.

In this province there is only onecolleétion or cuftom--
houfe, kept at Portfmouth. By the quarterly accounts
from December 25, 1747, to December 25, 1748, fo-
reign voyages :

Cleared out, Entered in,
Ships 13 Ships. 11
Snows 3 Snows I
Brigs 20 Brigs 7
Sloops 57 Sloops 33
Schooners 28 Schooners 19

St —

: 121 3
befides about 200 coafting floops and fchooners, which
carry [x] lumber to Bofton, Salem, Rhode-Ifland, &c.

{¥] By lumber is meant all forts of woodentraffick that is bulky and
of {mall value. In North-America, ranging timber, fpars, oak and
pine plank, oak and pine boards, ftaves, heading and hoops, clap-
boards, thingles and laths, are called lumber. In the a& of parlia-
ment 1722, giving further encouragement for the importation of naval
flores, lumber is {pecified, viz. deals of feveral forts, timber balks of
feveral fizes, barrel-boards, clap-boards, pipe-boards, or pive-holt,
white boards for thoemakers, boom and cant fpurs, bow-ftaves, capre-
vans, clap-holt, ebony-wood, headings for pipes, hogfheads and barrels,
hoops for coopers, oars, pipe and hogthead flaves, barrel ftaves, firkin

whereof
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whereof about one half enter in with freight from thefe

arts. .,
P Their produce is provifions, but fcarce fufficient for
their own confumption ; mafts, timber, deal-boards,
joifts, ftaves, hoops, clap-boards, fhingles, and fome
dry cod fith, .

Their manufactures are fhip-building ; lately a good
fifth rate man of war called the America was built there.
Bar-iron ; the noted iron-works on Lamper-eelriver were
only bloomeries of {fwamp or bog ore. Thefe works were
foon difcontinued; they never made any confiderable
quantity of bar-iron, they wanted water in the drought
of fummer and in hard frofts of winter, and their ore
became {carce.

Their excife upon ftrong liquors may amcunt to about
1000/ O. T. per annum; this with 1000/ O. T.
from the intereft of loan-money per annum is the pre-
fent falary of their governor. In New-Hampthire as in
Maflachufetts-Bay, there are two forts of licences for
felling of ftrong drink. 1. A licence to keep an open
tavern. 2. A licence to retail liquors out of doors
only. This liberty or licence is firft to be obtained of
the fele€t men of the townthip, afterwards to be con-
firmed by the juftices of the county in their quarter
feffions. ' ’ :

- Mr. Brown, miffionary at Portfmouth of New-Hamp-
fhire, anno 1741, writes to the fociety for the propaga-
tion of the gofpel in foreign parts, that there were in
New-Hampthire about fifty er fixty families of the
church of England, the reft were Independents; that
they had no quakers, baptifts, feparatifts, heathens, or
infidels, amongft them. ' v

-MisceLranies. About 1623, Mr. David Thompfon
attempted a fettlement at Pifcataqua now called New-

Hampthire ; it foon vanifhed, and the very memory of
it is loft. |

ftaves, trunnels, fpeckled-wood, fiveet-wood, {mall fpars, oak plank,

and wainfcot.
E 2 New-
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New-Hampthire printed law-book begins July 8,
1696.

%fher, Partridge, Vaughan, and John Wentworth,
Efq. were fucceflively lieutenant governors; the fuc-
ceffive governors of Maffachufetts-Bay being governors
in chief, until July 1741, when Bennin Wentworth,
Efq. was appointed governor in chief of New-Hamp-
thire. :

John Wentworth, Efq. was appointed lieutenant go«
vernor 17173 he died Dec. 12, 1730. -

1731, in July, arrives col. Dunbar as lieut. gover-
nor ; he was alfo furveyor general of the woods in North-
America, with four deputy f{urveyors, principally to
prevent wafte of the mafting trees. Anno 1743, he
relinquithed thofe pofts, and was by the directors of
the Eaft-India company appointed governor of St, He-
lena; there has been no lieut. governor appointed fince,
and governor Wentworth fucceeded him as furveyor of
the woods. :

‘A Digreffion, concerning Timber, Wood, Lumber, and
Naval Stores ; the growth and manufacture of North-
America.

THIS is a fubje& fo copious as to require a peculiar
volume, but the [y] charadter of Summary does not
permit to expatiate upon this ufeful fubject. '

The timber trees of North-America for [z] conftruc-

{3] For this reafon I feldom mention their quadrupeds commonly
called beafts, their birds, their fithes, their ferpentine kind, and their
infets : I avéid the ufelefs virtuofo part of natural hiftory concerning
figured ftones, curious marcafites, extraordinary petrefadtions and
cryftallizations, fhells of all forts, &c. Men of that fort of curiofity may
confult peculiar authors, e. g. in botany, father Plumier 2 Minim of
Marfeilles, in his four voyages to America difcovered goo new plants,
efpecially in the capillary tribe ; in this tribe, North-America exceeds
any country upon our earth or globe.

[=} New-England perhaps excels in good ax-men for felling of trees,
and {quaring of timber,

tion
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tion of thipping and framing of houfes, may be reduced
to two general kinds, pine and oak.

The Pines may be fubdivided into the mafting, or
white pine, the pitch pine or picea, and others of the pine
kind ufed as lumber. I fhall not ufe any ftiff [2] {cho-
laftick enumerations, which can be of no common ufe,
but thall endeavour to exprefs myfelf in an intelligible
manner,

The WHiTE PInE or [4] MasTinc PinE may be cal-
led pinus excelfa, cortice levi, folils quinis anguttis per-
petuis ex eodem exortu, conis longioribus ; Tournefort
calls it, Larix Americana, foliis quinis ab eodem exortu.
Plum. Some are of very large dimenfions. An. 1436,
near Merimack river a little above Dunftable, was cut 2
white pine ftrait and found, feven feet eight inches di-
ameter at the butt-end ; the commiffioners of the navy
feldom [¢] contralt for any exceeding thirty-fix inches

[2] P. Tournefort, M. D. for many years profeflor of the royal gar-
den in Paris, (a defervedly celebrated antiquary and naturalift, as ap-
pears by his voyage au Levant, 4to. z vol. Paris 1717) in his Inftita-
tiones Rei Herbarix, feems upon too frivolous differences, that is, from
the number of leaves or needles from the fame theca or fheath, to transfer
the noted naval ftore pines, the white and pitch pine to the larix. Clafling
of plants, efpecially trees by their general habit, feems to be more ob-
vious or fcientifick, than the minute infpe@ions of their flowers and feed. -
We find Tournefort himfelf, the prince of botanifts, recede from this ri-
gour in clafling of his leguminous trees by differences in the leaf, viz.
foliis fingularibus, foliis ternis, et foliis per conjugationes. When he
comes to ufe this laft deviation with regard to the pine kind, inftead of
the obvious habit, he feems not to diftinguifh well : his general diftri-
bution of the pine tribe into coniferous and bacciferous is natural ; but
his {fubdivifion of the coniferous into abietes or firs foliis fingularibus,
pinus foliis binis, larices foliis (or needles) pluribus quam binisex eadem
theca, or fheath, is not natural, becaufe the foliis pluribus quam binis
in their external habit agree with the foliis binis, and ought to be called

ines.
P [£] In New-Hampthire and the province of Main, is much good fhip
timber and mafting trees : in the duke of York’s grant, called Sagada-
hock, not much of either.

fe] Col. Partridge fome years fince had the mafting contraé for ten
years, no maftto exceed thirty-fix inches diameter at the butt-end, he
fent home a few of thirty-eight inches and two of forty-two inches.

E 3 diameter
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diameter at the butt-end, and to be fo many yards in
length as they are inches in diameter at the butt-end.

From time to time the commiffioners of the navy
agree with contradors to furnifh certain numbers of {pe-
cified dimenfions of mafts, yards and bowfprits, with hig
rajefty’s licence for [4) cutting fuch trees : the late con-
traés have been from Pifcataqua harbpurin New-Hamp-
fhire, and Cafco-bay in the province of Main. The maft
thips built peculiarly for that ufe, are generally about
400 ton, navigated with about twenty-five men, and
carry from forty-five to fifty good mafts per voyage. By
a of parliament there are [¢] penalties for cutting of
mafting trees without licence, cognizable by the court of
vice-admiralty. ' '

Col. William Dudley fome years fince, in his frequent
furveys of new townfhips about fifty or fixty miles in-
land, obferved white afh trees, ftrait and without branch-
ings for about eighty feet, and about three feet dia-
meter at the butt-end; it is as light and much” tougher
than white-pine. Would not thofe make ftronger mafts
than white-pine, and in all refpects better ? It is true,

“the land carriage for {o great a diftance is inconvenient—
The black afh has a {maller leaf than the white ath.

White pine is much ufed in framing of houfes and in
joiners work ; {carce any of it to be found fouth of New-
England. In joiners work, it is of a good grain, foft,
and eafily wrought; butfoon lofes its good complexion
by mildewing; priming or painting may hide this in
many cafes, but infome cafes it is not to be hid, e. g.
in flooring ; the foftnefs of its texture fubjeéts it tothrink
and {well hygrometer like, and confequently it never
makes a goed joint. The beft white pine is from the up-
land;; thofe from fwampsor marfhylands, are themoftapt
to mildew, make a bad joint, and thake or fhiver upon

_ [4] Hard winters are good for the fledging conveyance, but hard
frofts render the edges of their falling axes inconveniently brittle.
" [e] Seevol L p.379. T ’

the



Seer. IX. of New-HamMmrsHIRE. 55

the leaft violence. The apple pine is of the white pine
kind, but more frowey [ f].

New-England abounds in faw-millsof cheapand flight
work, generally carrying only one faw. One man and a
boy attendingof a millmay in twenty-four hours faw four
thoufand feet of white-pine boards; thefe boards are
generally one inch thick, and of various lengths; from
fifteen to twenty-five feet; and of various widths; one
foot to two feet at a medium ; it is reckoned that forty
boards make 1000 feet.—Thefe mills moftly ftand upon
{mall ftreams, becaufe cheap fitted, but with the fol-
lowing inconveniencies. 1. As the country is cleared
of wood and bruth, {mall fitreamsdryup. 2. Inliving
{mall ftreams they do not afford water fufficient to drive
the wheel in fummer. 3. In the winter they are frozen
up.. The furveyors of the woods mark the maftin
trees, and furvey the logs at the mills, for which they
have fome perquifites from timber-men. A timber-
man’s eftate confiftsin mills and oxen; oxen are a more
fteady draught than horfes; in [g] logging the {now
mutft not exceed two feet deep. ‘

Spruce or true [4] fir grows ftrait and tapering, is
very beautiful, is ufed as fpars, it is apt to caft or warp,

[f] Norway red deal boards anfwer for upper works of fhips, be-
-caufe their fplinters are not fo dangerous as oak. - Norway white deal
boards are fromnine to ten feet long, and- from one and a quarter to
one and 2 half inch thick. ’

[¢] Mifunderftandings with the Indians are a great hindrance in our
timber and lumber trade; therefore the Indians ought to be awed by
four or five forts at proper diftances upon our inland frontiers; kept in
a refpeétful condition by the appearance of fome military force ; and
enticed by proper affortments of goods to exchange, with their furrs,
fkins, and feathers.

[#] The commonly called Scots fir, is properly pinus foliis binis ex
eadem theca. |

I fhall enumerate five abietes or firs of the growth of New-England;
this volume {wells too much. I can only mention them.

1. Abies petinatis foliis Virginiana, conis parvis fubrotundis. Pluk.
Hemlock. Itis cut into deal boards, but much inferior to the white
pine. Itsbarkis ufed by the tanners. :

E 4 ‘and
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and being too flexile is not fit for mafts or yards of any
confiderable largenefs; its twigs with the leaves are
boiled with a beer or drink made with molaffes, and is
efteemed good in the fcurvy and the like foulneffes of

\

2. Abies tenuiore folio, fru&tudeorfum inflexo, minore, _Iigno exal-
bido. The white fpruce fir of New-England. Allthe abietes, efpe-
cially the fpruce focalled, grow infwamps or marfhes; the extremity
of abranch is well reprefented by T. I. R, H. fol. 354, and its cone
or fruit in fol. 353.

3. Dit. ligno rubente, red {pruce.

4. Dit. ligno obfcuriore, black fpruce.

5. Abies tenuioribus foliis abfque ordine difpofitis fruftu deorfum
inflexo, balfamifera Accadienfis: The fir turpentine tree of Nova Scotiz,
commonly called the balfam of Gilead tree of NovaScotia. From
the tumors or blifters in the bark, by incifion is gathered a thin fragrant
fir turpentine, which from its citron-like fragrancy, fuch as thatof the
Levant bal{am, has been called balfam of Gilead; itisvery hot. Some
years fince, when balfam capivi was wanting here, I ufed it in gonor-

-sheeas ; but it increafed the ardor urinz and {ome other fymptoms to
{fuch a violent degree, I was obliged to dropit. The name of balfam of
Gilead gives a prejudice in its favour ; but from its great heat and at”
tradion in all recent wounds, bruifes, and other ulcers, it induces vio-
lent pains, inflammations and fluxions upon the part. .

It is a miftaken notion of many people, that all our medicinal balfams
or liquid rofinsare from various fir-trees ; I fhall here by way of amufe-
ment rectify thofe errors, by enumerating and defcribing the medicinal
natural balfams. ) :

1. Opobalfamum, balfamum verum, Gilead, Syriacum, Judaicum,
e Mecha ; is a liquid rofin, fragrant as citron, of a fyrupy confiftence,
from a fmall tree or fhrub with pinnated leaves ending in an impar;
onthe top of the ftalk are hexapetalous whitith flowers, fucceeded by a
roundith rugged fruit; this fruit is called carpobalfamum, and the
wood is the xylobalfamum of the apothecary fhops, but at prefent not
in praltice.

2. The balfamof Gilead or fir turpentine of Nova Scotia, Newfound-
land and Canada. is from the abies tenuiore folio, already defcribed,

5. Terebinthina communis, one of the enumerated naval ftores, is
from the pinus foliis ternis ex eadem theca; it is whitith, thick, and
opaque.

4- Strafburg turpentine, from the abies mas Thcophrafti : Picea
major prima five abies rubra, C. B. P. Red fir. This wrpentine is
clearer, paler, of a thinner confiftence than Venice turpentine, of a
pleafant lemon-peel {mell.

L5 Venice turpentine is from the larix folio deciduo conifera, I. B.
The larch tree; this is browner and thicker than the Stratbury tur-

the
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the blood and other juices; it is much drank in the
northern parts of North-America, efpecially in Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland.

What is further to be faid of the pine kind, is re-
ferred to the paragraphs of lumber and naval-ftores [7].

pentine. 'The cedrus Libani et Paleftinee przcelfa. Lob. belongs to
the larices.

6. Chio, and Cyprus turpentine, is not from the pine kind, but from
the terebinthus vulgaris, C. B.P. The turpentine tree. It is a tree
thrub with pinnated leaves, ending inan impar; the fruit is 2 longith
hard nut. This, though not of the pine kind, gives name to all thero-
fins of the pine kind. It is thicker and more tenacious than Venice
turpentine, and of a pleafant {mell ; that from Chio is clear and almoft
tranfparent ; that from Cypraus is full of drofs and browner.

7., Balfam capivi. Balfamum Americanum. C. B. P, It comes to us
from the Dutch plantations of Surinam. It is from a large tree with
long rounding leaves; its frait is in fhort pods. This balfam is of a
bitter hot or rough tafte; does not give thatremarkable violet fmell to
theurine, that turpentine occafions. By experience I have found it
the moft effe®ual of all the natural balfams, in internal ulcerations, dy-
fenteries, difeafes of the lungs, kidneys and bladder; in the fluor albus
and gonorrheea: it invifcates the acrimony and prevents the colliqua-
tion of our juices.

8. Balfam of Peru from the Spanifh Weft-Indies in earthen jars; it
is of a reddifh dark colour, about the confiftence of a thick fyrup,
fragrant, warm, aromatick tafte: from a middling tree with almond
tree likeleaves, and a fox-glove flower. This balfam is alfo a nervine
medicine internally and externally ufed.

" g. Balfam of Tolu, comes’in fmall calabathes from Toluin the Spa-
nith Weft-Indies; isof ayellow brown colour friable by age, of afragrant
{mell and aromatick tafte: with this is made the fyrupus balfamicus,
vfed in the affe@ions of thelungs. It is from the foliquae arbor five ce-
retia, I. B. with a pinnated leafand foliquous fruit,

There are feveral other natural Bal{fams, but hithertonot introduced
into the materia medica.

{#] Here, once for all, I fhall infert fome general annotations con-
cerning vegetable produce.

There is fuch a lufus nature in the herbs, thrubs, and trees between
the tropicks, or in hot countries, they are fcarce to be reduced to
tribes.

Moft of the fine flowers in the gardens of Europe came from the
Levant or Afia. The fultans and their miftrefles or feraglio women
take pleafure in fine flowers and delicious fruits ; the bathaws and other
governors of the feveral provinces fupply them with the moft gay, fra-
grant, and elegant; moft of the orchard, efpecially the ftone frui,
came from thence.

The
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The Waite Qak or Cak for ConsTRUCTION of
SurppiNG may be called Quercus ligno exalbido duriore

Syftematick writers in any part of literature, are much inferior to
thofe who write only of fach things as were difcovered or obferved in
their own time and place. Ifhall mention a few in the affair of plants.
Cornuti Canadenfium plantarum ‘hiftoria, 4to Paris 1635 ; he was a
{mall-rate botanitt. Hortus Malebaricus, containing elegant deferiptions
and icons of 475 Eaft India plants, done by the dire¢tion and at the
charge of Draakenftin governor of the Dutch Eaft-Indies, in folio,
publithed in twelve parts from anno 1678, to 1693. Tournefort, Co-
rollariumrei herbarie, 4to Paris 1703, in 3 vol. containing 1366 new
plants which he difcovered in his voyage or travels to the Levant, that
1s, theiflands of the Archipelago and the Lefler Afia, at the charge of
the king of France; as a fupplement to his Inflitationes rei herbarie,
4to Paris 1700,1in 3 vol. whereof two volumes are compofed of elegant
icons, the other volume contains a catalogue of 8846 plants. His Hiftoire
des plantes, qui naiffent aux environs de Paris, avec leur ufage dans la
medicine, is a finifhed ufefal piece of 1037 plants, printed at Paris in
o&tavo 16g8.

Asto the time and place in general with regard to our mother-country,
anno 16g6—1laft edition in 8vo, Mr. Ray a naturalift in his Synopfis
methodica ftirpium Britannicarum, has 1480 plants, whereof 113 are
trees and fhrubs.  With regard to the country near Bofton in New-
England, Iarrived to the defcriptions of about eleven hundred indige-
nous plants, but was interrupted by * * * ¥ * ¥ ¥ x * % £ * *%
ok Kk % WK F ok o K o K K K K ok o, K Kk K Kk K ¥ K K ¥ KE
Plukenet in his Phytographia and Almageftum botanicum publifhed in
folio, London 1691 to 1696 ; he mentions Benifter’s catalogue of Vir-
ginia plants not publifhed at that time, Sir Hans Sloane a noted lief-
bebber or virtuofo, his Catalogus plantarum infule Jemaaca, &c., Lon-
don 1696 ; there are nodefcriptions ; the plants generally were not in
his own knowledge, but an immethodical rapfody of fynonima copied
from fundry writers concerning the Weft-India fettlements. There are
enumerations of many American plants with elegant proper coloured
icons in Catefby’s natural hiftory of Carolina and the Bahama iflands.
See Phil. tranfa&. vol. xxxvi. p.425 ;5 vol. xxxvil. p. 174, 447; vol,
xxxviil. p.315; vol. xxxix, p.112, 2515 vol. xL. p. 343; vol. xliv,

. 435. Cartefby’s eflays are in eleven fets. ‘
* Father Plumier in his defcription of the American plants publithed
at Paris near fixty years fince, gives anaccount of more Weft-India o
American plants than all the botanifts of that age; he made four
voyages to North- America, on purpofe, and obferves, that it remarka
ably abounds with capillary plants. o

The two brothers Lignons in the French iflands, and Saracen in
Canada, in quality of royal botanifts with falaries, have deferved well.
Dierville a French furgeon in Nova Scotia fent fome curious plants from

cortice
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rortice cinereo leviter rimofo. - We have [£] great va-
riety of oaks, but this is the only oak required by con-
tract with the fhip-builders for conftruction. Black

Nova Scotia or L’Accadie to Tourpefort. In New-England hitherto

we have no botanick writer.

Frequently I find fome difficulty to reftrain myfelf againft excurfions,

I fhall conclude this excurfion by obferving that in the fixteenth ceutury,

the moderns began to apply themfelves to the knowledge of plants in

fome method ; before that time, plants were ranged according to their

-general appearances, or virtues, and in a very loofe manmer; in that

century many good botanifts appeared ; Gefner the father of all natural -
hiftory, born inSwitzerland 1516, died of the plague 1565; his botanick

writings were moft of them loft and never publithed ; Tournefort fol-
lowed his method of clafling the plants by their flower and {eed.
4] Thefe botanick excurﬁon§P muit prove tedious to moft readers

I thall therefore flightly defcribe only a few of the oaks that are mof

common in New-England, partly by their claffical Latin names, and

partly by their common Englith appellations.

~ 1. Thewhite oak of the thip builders, is a large tree, with afh-co-
‘loured bark of {fmall and frequent crevices, the leaves refemble thofe of

g dwarfoak, robur 111, Cluffi, or rather like that of T. I, R. H. tab.

349. on'inch pedicles, the acorns fometimes, more than one from a
-common halfinch pedicle from the finus of the leaves near the extremi-

ties of ‘the furculi, paraboloid, exos, ane inch, tran{verfe diameter

three quarters of an inch, of a pleafant tafte, the cupulz are fhallow
and verrucofe.
2. The red oak; while young, all the bark is {fmooth like the beech
tree; when old, the bark of the lower part of the tree becomes rough ;
-itis a large fpreading tree with a large thining leaf efculi divifura, that
1s, laciniated to fharp points, a large acorn but no pleafant tafte, gene-
rally the wood is of a reddifh caft and very porous ; this {pecies is fub-

divided into many diftinét forts, viz. red, grey,blue, yellow, &c.

This oak being very {pungy is of fhort duration in ufe, it rives eafily
into ftaves for molafles, bread, and dry catk.

" N. B. Quercus parva five phagus Grzcorum, et efcuins Plinii, C.
- B. P. or the efculus of the ancients, is a fhrub oak with a deeply la-
ciniated leaf, its nameis from the peculiar fweetnefs of itsacorn; for
_ this reafon in Maryland, Virginiaand Carolina, allacorns, beech nuts,
walnuts, and other nuts of the foreft are called maft from mafticare,
and when plenty, it is faid to be a good maft year for feeding of {wine
or making pork. ‘ '

" 3. Black oak, perhaps fo called from its dark coloured bark, may
- be called quercus Americana magna, patula, cortice obfcuriore rimofo,
-foliis majoribus efculi divifura ; may be ufed as plank in the under wa-

ter parts of a fhip 5 it makes the beft charcoal.

b . : mah oak
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oak for the bottom of veffels always under water an-
{wers well, and being very acid, aslam infornqed, is
" not fo fubjeét to the eating or boring of the teredines or
worms of the hot countries; fome think that b!ack oak
may be ufed as timber but not as plank. InVirginia and
the Carolinas there is an ocak calledlive or ever greenoak, .
quercus latifoliaperpetuo virens, caudice contortoet valde
ramofo ; it isof a very hard, ftubbed fhrub trunk,butof a
grofs grain fit for compais timber, that is, for crooked
rifing timbers, ftandards, and knees ; but not for plank.
Excepting this live oak, all oaks fouth of New-England
are foft and fpungy; they rive well for ftaves, but in thip-.
building they {foon rot. InGreat-Britain and Ireland there
is no other diftinétion of oaks but upland and marfh oak ;

4. Swamp oak is from firong moift land, fuch as white pine requires;
it is of a middling fize, its leaf like that of the ilex, (T. I. R. H. tab.
350.) butnot fo rigid and fpinulous; the acorns are oval, of a plea-
{ant tafte, in dufky feally cups.

5. Cheftnut oak, {o called from the inequalities or rimz of its bark,
refembling the bark of chefinut trees: it is of a fine grain, and by fome
uled in conftrudtion. .

6. Common black fhrub oak, grows from five to ten feet high,
patulous, {mooth bark, deeply finuated, fomewhat rigid leaf, acorns
{mall from the body of the trunk on fhort pedicles, bitter tafte, and
{caly cap.

. 7. A lefler black fhrub oak refembling the former, but of a diftin&
ort.

8. White fhrub oak, three or four feet high, vimineous, leaf dented
like that of the fwamp oak, acorns fmall as a pea, feflile in the finus of
the leaves, and {caly cup,

. gd Alefler white fhrub oak, refembling the former, but of a diftinét.
<ind.,

_ N. B. Such wafte barren lands as in Great Britain are called heaths,
in New-England are called fhrub oak and huckleberry plains, from
thefe fhrubs which are their only produce. In Great-Britain there are’
{everal fpecies of heaths, the moft common is the erica vulgaris humilis
{emper virens flore purpureo et albo. I. B. common heath; in New-
England are feveral fpecies of fhrub oak, the moft common is the
large black fhrub oak, and feveral forts of the vitis idza, or huc-
Kleverries; the moft common may go by the name of vitis idea com-
i_]\:..n}ls 1f'chis fubrotundis non crenatis, fructu nigro minus {ucculento in
faiciculis.

4 their
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their oak is qlercus vulgaris brevioribus et longis pe-
diculis, I.B. 1.70. The leaves refemble thofe of our
fhrub white oak, the leaf has a fhort or no pedicle, un-
equally laciniated or deeply dented with four -or five
dentations each fide of the leaf; the acorn, fome have
fhorter {fome longer pedicles. Great-Britain does not
afford oak fufficient for their own ufe, they import much
from the Baltick or eaft country. Pomerania fhips off
the beft oak timber and plank; Konigfberg in Ducal
Pruffia fhips off confiderably; the beft eaft country oak
timber and plank comes down the Oder to Stetin, and
down the Viftula or Wefer to Dantzick ; this river of
‘Wefer is navigable a long way up into Germany and Po-
land, and is the chief mart in Europe for importing of
herrings and exporting of grain.

The next oak in goodnefs, if to be ufed in fhip-
building or conftruction, is fwamp oak fo called ; feethe
annotations.

The black oak; fome find that it may do for timber ;
not long fince a gentleman by way of experiment built
a thip, timberand plank of black oak, called the Black
Oak Galley.

Live oak in the fouth parts of North- Americais ufed
for conftrucion; itis a fhort ftubbed tree, hard wood.

Mahogany wood of the Weft-Indies between the tro-
picks is ufed in fhip-building there; it is durable, and
in receiving fhot does not fplinter: for cabinet and
joiners work it is excellent, much furpafling the red
. cedar of Carolina and Bermudas, which has a difagree-
ble perfume.

Cedar of Bermudas, fee vol. I. p. 148. It is excellent
for floops, the worm does not feize it, itis light and of
quick growth, may be cut every twenty years, plank
thin and narrow; crooked timber, beams, and mafts,
are brought from the continent, for the floops.

In Newfoundland they build fithing and coafting vef-
fels of many forts of wood.

: From
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From the cupreflus of Carolina they make canoes and
periauges, that may carry fifty barrels; itis of a good
grain, but foft. It is of the cedar or berry-bearing kind
of pine, grows tall, affords good boardsand fhingles.

The American Prrcu Pine. This is the mother of
the naval ftores of turpentine, tar, pitch, rofin, and oil
of turpentine, and may be exprefled by a fhort [/] de-
{cription. Pinus Americana communis, - five picea,
patula, cortice fcabro rimofo, foliis ternis ex eadem
theca, conis mediocribus turbinatis duris quafi feflilibus
vix deciduis. It grows on a dry fandy foil. The leaves
about three inches long, with a prominent longitudinal
rib inftead of a fulcus; T. I. R. H. tab. 355. fig. A.
well reprefents its amentaceous flowers, and fig. G. re-
prefents its frefth cones. In New-England there is ano-
ther diftinét pitch pine, called yellow-pine; it is taller,
bark not fo rough and dark, wood with a yellow caft
and not{o knotty, does not yield turpentine fo plentifully.
In the Carolinas, much pitch pine, harder than that of
New-England, foas to fink 1n water; it is fawed into
boards for the Weft-India iflands ; itis ufed for mafting,
being ftraiter than that of New-England.

1. TurpenTINE Of North-Americais a liquid rofin,
gathered by boxing the pitch pine trees in the lower part
of their trunk. 2. White pine boxed affords a turpentine
brighter than that of the pitch pine, but not in plenty,
and therefore neglected or not followed. 3. The abies
or {pruce gives a very liquid turpentine by incifion of
bladders or tubercules in the bark ; it is not gathered
in quantities, therefore of no general naval ufe. 4. From
the white cedar is gathered from the bark in lumps or
grains a folid dry rofin, being concreted exudations,
and by fome is called olibanum or frankincenfe. 3.
Pitch pine knots boiled in water, givesa top by way of
fcum, a femiliquid rofin refembling Burgundy pitch.

[/] The name of a plant expreffing a fhort defcription thereof, is of
great ufe in botany, being the moft natural.
NﬁW-_
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New-England turpentine is of a honey confiftence,
that of the Carolinas is lefs liquid, refembling tallow or
flufh. New-England turpentine yields about three gal-
lons of oil per ct. wt. that of the Carolinas not exceed-
ing two gallons.  Turpentiné-refiduum in diftillation is
about 7 r12ths, called rofin, the ftill not exceeding
one half full of turpentine, left it fhould boil ove;j.
Our chemical and pharmacopcea writers feem not to be
practical diftillers; Quincey, much confulted by young
praltitioners, advifes to add water to the turpentine,
whereas the more phlegm in the turpentine, the more
tedious and dangerous is the dittillation. In diftilling,
if the turpentine boils up, a fprinkling of water makes
it fparkle and fly, but a large quantity of water foon
quells it.—The {tills in Bofton are fmall; three barrels
of turpentine of 300 wt. each may be wrought off in
three hours. The principal care in diftilling, is in the
beginning, left the phlegm boiiing over thould blow up
the ftill; as the phlegm goes off the ftill fubfides, and
the danger is over. At firft comes over more phlegm
than oil ; the proportion of phlegm gradually dimi-
nifhes to the ceafing of the watery ebullition, and for
a fhort time oil only paffes, and more abundantly, but
foon comes turbid, and if the fire is not removed the
refiduum or rofin is fpoilt; after the oil is drawn off
and the fire removed or extinguifhed for an hour, the
rofin is to run off from the ftill.

Varnifh is from one half rofin and one half oil of tur-
pentine boiled up together, and is fold at the fame price
with oil of turpentine. '

Tar is from light wood fo called, the knots of fallen
pitch pine; every fourteen years they reckon that the
pine lands afford a fufficient crop for the tar kilns. In
the Carolinas the people are notfo much indulged as for-
merly in gathering of touchwood at random in the pro-
prietary lands, and the exports of tar and pitch from
the Carolinas is not fo much as formerly. The largeft
kiln of tar in Carolina in my knowledge was of g6o bar-

rels;
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rels; this is too great a rifk, becaufe inh blowing up all
isloft. Four hundred barrels is a good kiln, and the
running of the firft 100 barrels is not much inferior to
that of Stockholm. Anno 1746, the difference in price
between Swedes and American tar was twenty-one
fhillings Swedes, and fixteen fhillings New-England
per barrel; Swedes tar is cooler and better for cordage.
By a& of parliament only the firft half of the running of
a kiln is to be ufed as tar, the other half to be boiled
into pitch ; penalty forfeiture of the kilns; this a& is
not put in execution. Green tar which has an addi-
tional premium, is made from green pitch pine trees
ftript of the bark eight feet or thereabouts up from the
root of each tree; a flip of the bark of about four inches
in breadth, having been left on one fide of each tree,
and fuch trees fhall ftand one year at the leaft before
cut down for making of tar. No certificate bill fhall
be made out by any officer of the cuftoms for any tar,
&c. imported from the plantations, nor any bill made
out by the commiffioners of the navy, to entitle the
1mporter of tarto any premium; unlefs the certificate
of the governor, lieutenant governor, colleCtor of the
cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, to
exprefs that it has appeared to them by the oath of the
owner that fuch tar, &c.—Tar that leaves a yel-
lowifh ftain is good; a black ftain is of a bad burning
quality.

Pitch is made by boiling three barrels of tar into two
barrels : in South-Carolina this is done in coppers ; in
North Carolina it is done in clayed cifterns by fetting
fire to thetar. At prefent fcarce any tar is made in
New-England, and very little turpentine is gathered—
A barrel of tar fhould gauge thirty-one and a half gal-
lons, a barrel of pitch fthould be two and a half ct. wt.
neat. Tar fhould be free from water and drofs ; pitch free
from all dirt and drofs ; turpentine free from water and
chips, and ftones,

The
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. The horn-beam trees, or carpinus dod, and the but-
ton-tree (fo called from its feeds growing In clufters re-
fembling buttons,) or platanus occidentalis, becaufe of
their crofs or confufed grain not liable to rive or fplit,
are ufed for windlaces, blocks, and turners-work.

This fection fwells too much, I fhall refer lumber
and other woods to the article of natural hiftory in
the Appendix, and at prefent only mention the following
obfervations. :

Shingles are made by cutting, fplitting and fhaving
of certain woods into the form of a flate or flat tile for
covering the roofs of houfes; in New-England they
are made of white cedar, or cedrus excelfior ligno ex-
albido non olente in udis proveniens. This wood is
eafily fplit and managed, but may be furrowed by the
rain, therefore thingles from white pine are preferable
thefe may continue good twenty or thirty years. In
Carolina fhingles are made of pitch pines and cyprus.
In Jamaica they ufe bullet wood, which may laft 100

ears. ,
d Clapboards for facing of houfes, and laths for plafter-
ing, are made of the fame woods.

Red cedar, or cedrus folio cuprefli atro, medio lig-
no rubro duro. This is of excellent ufe for pofts fixed in
the earth, it will hold good for a century.

The common cheftnut of North-America, or caftanea
amplifiimo folio, fructu moliter echinato T.I.R. H.
The fruit is {maller, and capfula not fo much echinated
as in Europe. It rives well, and is moft durable in
rails in fencing of lands.

In North- America are many [iz] varieties of walnuts.
The hunters of the woods fay that there are almoft as
great a variety of walnuts as apples; their general

[#] Hickery or white walnut. This is the moft common walnut of
New-England, a middling tree, the central lamine or annuli with
age become daik like black walnut; the nuts are fmali, oval and
fmooth, too hard to be cracked by the teeth. This is our belt fire
wood.

Vou, I1, F diftin&ion
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diftin&ion is into black and white, from the colour of

the wood. .
Vitis or grape vines in New-England, natives, are

five or fix diftiné forts [#] that are in my knowledge.
Cerafus, or cherries, natives of New-England, inmy
knowledge are four or five diftinct [o] kinds.

2. Nux juglans virginiana nigra, H. L. B. Black walnut; the
wood is of a dark brown, is much ufed in joiners and cabinet work.

3. Nux juglans fra&u tenero, fragili putamine. C. B. P. Shagbark
of New-England. Itis not fo common as the hickery, and of a
{maller habit, the bark exfoliates in coats (as the birch and button tree)
the nut is eafily broke by the teeth.

4. Nux juglans porcorum, the pig nut, a middling fpreading tree,
exfoliating bark ; the puramen or fhell of the fruit is not fo brittle as
the fhag-bark, nor fo hard as the hickery; the nucleus is confiderable
and of a pleafant tafte.

[#] 1. Vitis Americana fylveftris, uvis nigris pruni {ylveftris mag-
nitudine foliis magnis, vulpina di&ta Virginiana. Pluk. The fox grape
or wild vine with black grapes. It is the moft common of all our
grapes, grows generally near ponds, not exceeding four to {evenin a
racemus, ripen into grapes, not much {ugculent, and ofa difagreeable
tobacco tafte.

z. Dit. Uvis albidis, vulpina Virginiana® alba. Pluk. White fox
grapes differ from the former only in colour, andlefs frequent.

3. Vitis quinquefolia Canadenfis fcandens, T. I. R. H. Five-leafed
ivy of Virginia, or Virginia creeper. It creeps and climbs to a great
extent, leaves of a bright green color, makes agreeable arbours,
very plenty in the woods: the racemi or clufters are lax, the grape or
fruit is in form and bignefs of the uve Corinthiacz or currants ufed in
puddings.

4. Vuis fylveftris Americana, platani folio, uva racemofa, acinis
rotundis parvis acidulis nigro-czruleis. The {mall American grape
vine with large leaves and fmall black grapes, inlax clufters.

5. Vitis Americana fylveftris, platani folio, uva recemofa, acinis
rotundis parvis rubris ; differs from the former only in the deep red
colour of its grape.

[0} 1. Ceraflus fylveflris rubro fru&tu Americana. Common wild
cherry. It isfrequent inthe woods, and flowers more early than the
racemofz ; is an arborefcent frutex, in tafte flatter than the cerafa
{ativa, or common red cherry.

z. Cerafus fylvefiris Americana racemofa przcocior frutu majori
nigro. The greater wild clufter cherry or birds cherry. A middling
tree, the racemus of the Aowers and fruit is from the extremities of the
branches, rot from the finus of the leaves as the padus. L B. The

Qur
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Our apple trees are all from Europe; ten or twelve

buthels of apples are required to make one barrel of cy-
der, one barrel of cyder gives not exceeding four gallons
of proof fpirit: beginning of Oober is the height of
cyder making., !
*" Saffaphras ex Florida, ficulneo folio. C. B. P. is
plentiful in New-England, and not fo ftrong a perfume as
farther fouth : it is an ingredient in the decoction of the
woods {o called, and ufed in venereal and other pforick
diforders.

I omitted in the proper place to infert, that the right
merchantable hoops are from the faplins of white oak
and of hickery ; white oak is the beft. Staves fortight
cafk are from the white oak ; red oak ftaves are ufed tor
molafles and dry cafk. One theufand ftaves make from
thirty to thirty-five hogtheads of 100 gallons each.

cherry is larger than the following, black, fucculent and {weet; its
-wood is ufed in joiners and cabinet work. ‘

3. Cerafus Americana {ylveftris racemofz, fru&tu minore nigro dulci.
‘The common bird cherry of New-England, a middling. tree, flowers
and fruit in racemi, like the ribefia, and fomewhat larger; in New-
England it is ufed in place of the ofhicinal or cerafus fylveftris fruta ni-
gro. L. B. the fmall birds affet it much.

4. Cerafus Americana {ylveftris humilis fruu nigricante non eduli.
The American dwarf crabbed birds cherry, docs not exceed the height
of feven or eight feet; it is not a padus, becaule the racemi are not
from the finus of the leaves, but from the extremities of the branches
or twigs ; this cherry is fmaller than the former, of dark red, and an
acerb choaky tafte. '

I have not room to mention the great varieties of wild rofes, goofe-
berries, currants, brambles, rafp-berries, &ec.’

All the apple trees in New-England are exoticks; as I formerly
hinted. La Hontan perhaps is miftaken in faying, that he did fee fe-
veral European fruit trees natives upon the river Ilinois ; probably they
are the relicks of a former French fettlement there,

Thuya Theophrafti, C. B. P. Arbor vite. Clus. Tree of life of
New-England, is by miftake called favine. Sabina is not well deferibed
by botanifts, Some with Boerhaave fay, it is bacciferous, fome with
Ray call it conifer : the ambiguity may proceed from its bearing fel-
dom, and not till very old.

F 2 Soine
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Some mifcellany obfervations relating to this Digreffion.

In New-England thip-building, a veffel fitted to fea,
two thirds of the coft is a profit to the country; the
other third is iron, cordage, fail-cloth, and fmall ftores
from Great-Britain. ‘

Timber, if of too old growth, is dotted ; if too young,
’tis fappy ; neither of them fit for conftruction.

There are feveral good acts of the Britith parliament,
and of the legiflatures of the feveral colonies, concerning
the feafons and times of falling of timber ; as alfo con-
cerning the proper feafons of killing thefe beafts that af-
ford fur, fkins, and hides: but little attended to, and
perhaps never put in execution.

Clearing a new country of wood, does not render the
winters more moderate, but conduces to its being more
healthful : the damp of wood-lands produces intermit-
ting, pleuritick, peripneumonic, dyfenterick, and pu-
trid fevers.

Where trees and other growth are large, it is a fign
of ‘good land.  Cheftnut, walnut, and" beech trees,
are fymptoms of good land. Alder is good meadow
ground.

We have in the woods variety of beautiful flowering
thrubs ; but few.of them flower in winter, the moft va-
luable qualification for a flowering thrub.

For peculiar things of this kind, if we confult the
moft celebrated dictionaries we are led aftray ; for in-
ftaace, Bailey defcribes tar, ¢ A fort of grofs fatty li-
£ quor iffuing from the trunks of old pine trees.”

In middling climates timber or wood is generally
fpungy or light by alternate relaxations and bracing from
heats and colds, confequently of no good ufe or du-
ration; thusitis from New-England to Carolina: far-
ther north the timber is folid and heavy, fit for per-
manent conftruction, e. g. in New-England, Nova
Scotia, and Canada; ftill farther north the timber is too

{mall,
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fmall, thrubby and gnarly ; in the hot countries are many
fpecies of hard wood of flow growth, good for waini-
cotting and ether joiners work; this fummary does not
allow me to enumerate them. ‘

Summer-built vefiels are of better ufe than thofe of
any other feafon.

The fire wood near Bofton is much exhaufted; we
are under a neceffity of fetching it from the province of
Main, and territory of Sagadahock. A wood floop
with three hands makes about fifteen voyages per ann.
from the eaftward to Bofton, may carry about thirty
cord fire wood each voyage.— A cord of wood is eight
feet lengthwife, per four feet height, of four fticks or
logs. A kiln for charcoal or furnaces, bloomeries and
refiners of iron, is generally of twenty cord of wood, and
generally may yield ten cart load of charcoal at 100
buthels per load.

At fmelting furnaces they obferve that young black
oak makes the beft coal. One acre of wood land at a
medium yields about forty cord wood; one cord of
wood yields forty to fifty bufhels of charcoal.

Our feafons are uncertain ; in open winter the fap rifes
too foon, and a fubfequent hard froft makes the bark
fplit and peel off; thus at times our fruit trees particu-
larly fuffer. '

'

Timber under twelve inches is called ranging timber,
above twelve inches it is called tun timber; ftandards

and knees are called compafs timber; the compafs tim-
ber to the northward is beft. -

Our trees, efpecially the oaks, while growing, are
much fubject to the [p] teredo or worm, therefore in all

[¢] There are varieties of teredines or wood eating infe&s: I fhall
upon this occafion only mention two. 1. An afcarides or maggot-like the
teredo, which preys upon the wooden wharfs in Boflon and elfewhere.
2. The xylophagus marinus major navibus infeftus, it is pernicious to
fhips in hot countries, efpecially in their firft voyages; lately it did
damage in the harbour of Newport of the colony of Rhode-Ifland,
This is not the fame with the infet which makesthe worm-holes in our

Fa new-
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new-built thips thefe worm-holes in the plank muft be
carefully fpiked.

The {hips built in Bofton exceerd all of other building -
yards, the many merchants and fhip-mafters, good con-
noiffeuss, tranfiently infpect them, and every bad piece
of timber or length of plank is cenfured. In Newbury
where they are not much infpected, the builders at at
pleafure, and as the contraéts are generally to be paid
in goods, they build accordingly; thus a noted builder
T. W. jocofely faid, that he had built for a cal-
lico fhip. The other country building places are {till
worle, particularly North River, where, inftead of what
is reckoned thip-timber, they ufed foreft-wood of any
forc; thefe veflels with repairs laft only two or three
voyages, and are defigned as a bite upon fhip buyers at
home.

Timber ufed green, or with the fap up, is like feenum
madide repofitum, it foon tends to putretaction : this fap
may be extracted by macerating or foaking in falt water.
In fbip-building, they ought to ufe only white oak for
timber, plank, and trunnels; and thefe as much as
may be without fap, [g¢] rot, or worm-holes.

timber trees while growing: mneither is it that which a few years fince,
1730, and increafed for eight or nine years, feized the piles or paalen
of the dykes in Holland, threatening an inundation, but were deftroyed
by a hard frofly winter.

[¢] The annuli or annuolex increments of trees begin from the cen-
ter of their tranfverfe fe€tions or heart of the tree ; and in the decline
(trees like animals, for many years according to the nature and con-
fruction of individuals of their feveral fpecies increafe, then for fome
years are at a ftate or ftand, and afterwards are upon the decline ; thus
our firft or ancient growth of timber is not good, our fecond growth
perhaps may equal that of Great-Britain) the dottednels, cariofity, or
tabes begins natarally, progreffive from the center ; this is moft remark-
able in the fpungy timber of red oak. One may blow fpittle throagh a
fave of four feet Iong; its annuli, or circular Jaminz, in the tranfverfe
fetlions arenoted, and after furveying, if red oak, and fome other
tress, aveufed for monument trees, by the number of the furcrefcent
laminz we compute the number of years from the furvey ; therefore it
is better to mark monument trees upon the bark, which does not aler,
than upon the woody fubftance where the marks are yearly inveloped.

[+] Oak

)
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[#] Oak if long feafoned or dried, becomes vapid or
dry-rotted, and does not laft ; we have lately had a no-
torious inftance of this; cordfire wood to the N. E.
of Bofton cut before our late war with the French and
their Indians, during the war of a few years, could not
be carried off 5 upon a peace it was fhipped to Bofton, it
burnt like ftubble, of no duration, leaving no coal, and
the afhes not profitable to the foap-boiler.

[s] Oakrtimber from thick wood lands is net good.

Next to the ore, in all iron works, wood or charcoal
is the moft effential. Here we may obferve, that iron
‘works require only three men whomay be called artificers,
viz. a forgeman, a carpenter, and collier; the others
are only common labourers.

When the fun does not fhine, les hommes des bois,
fwampeers or wildernefs men, diftinguith the courfes or
corners of winds by, 1. Mofles growing moft plentifully
on the north Side of old dotted trees. 2. Pines branching
moft fouthward. 3. T'rees reclining generally eaftward,
from the prevailing of the weflerly winds there; Sir
John Narborough obferved the fame in South-America,
This obfervation holds good all over America. 4. The
rings in the tranfverfe fection of trees, which are moft
compact northward.

[r] A wood fire is more pleafant to the fight and fmell than that of
pit coal, but its warming influence isnot fo diffufive ; it fearches more,
but is not fo fleady and lafting, its fmoke and vapour is more offenfive
to the eyes, itdifcolours and dry-rots paper prints more than pit coal.
We have lately in Charles-town adjoining to Bofton made an effay for
difcovering of pit-coal; if it fucceeds, by aét of aflembly wood ought
to be prohibited for ufe in firing in and near Bofton; otherways than in
charcoal for the ufe of furnaces cf bloomeries and refineries.

[s] Oak timber called day oak, from places well cleared, is better
than that from wood lands where there is not the benefit of the fun and
free air; or fecond growth of timber or pafture oak is almoft equal in
quality to that of Great-Britain.

In all oak timber there is an acid juice which corrodes iron (there-
fore the French fpiking does not anfwer fo well as our trunneling of fhip
plank) and the timber itfelf; therefore it ought to be feafoned either by
drying, or by (this isbetter) foaking in falt-water to extrat this corro-

five acid,
F4 Thete
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There is no author who has wrote tolerably well con:
cerning the natural hiftory of New-England(#].

When Sweden began to impofe upon Great-Britain
in the exportation of their naval ftores, an act of par-
liament was made allowing certain premiums upon the
importation of certain naval ftores from Englifh
America [#).

In rope-making, by the addition of tar the cordage
acquires one fifth more in weight, the rope-makers great
gains.—A rope-walk for merchants ufe need not exceed
200 fathom : becaufe 200 fathom yarn when twifted
makes 120 fathom cable.

In the mifcellany article of a feGtion, I fometimes in-
fert things which fhould have been inferted in their pro-
per places but were forgot.

Here thould have been inferted fome fhort account
of Dr. Berkley’s tar-water ufed as a medicine; but as
moft readers are not in the tafte of natural hiftory, [
have already exceeded too much in that refpet; and
here fhall only obferve, that his directions for making

Fz] Joffelyn frequently quoted, arrived at Bofton 1663, and refided
in New-England many years ; publifhed a fmall book called eight years
obfervations, printed in London 1672, as a natural hiftory of the
country ; it abounds with grofs miftakes, v. g. ** fome frogs when they
¢ {it upon their breech are a foot high, and fome as long as a child
¢ one year old. Barley frequently degenerates into oats.”” Here he
was impofed upon, by fome oat and barley feed intermixed as fre-
quently happens: ¢ In New-England, no woodcocks, no quails.” N.B.
they are very plenty.

[«] The premiums at prefent are, for mafts, yards, and bow-fprits,

per ton of {orty feet girt meafure, ——r —_— a1l

' Merchantable tar  eight barrels — 2 4
Greentar — ditto 4
Pitch ditto — I
Turpenting  =—— ditto ————s 1 10

There muft be a plantation certificate thatthey are the growth or pro-
duce of our colonies: upon landing the pre-emption to be offered to the
commiflioners of the navy: if twenty days after landing the commiffio
ners do not contraét for the fame, the owners may difpofe of them at
pleafure, and receive the premium, ~ I

of
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of it are: A gallon of cold water to a quart of tar
worked thoroughly together with a flat ftick for five or
fix minutes, after three days the tar being thoroughly
fubfided, decant the above, and bottle it for ufe; at a
medium one pint drank per diem at intervals upon
an empty ftomack : it may be made weaker by a lefs
proportion of tar or lefs ftirring, according to the con-
ttitution and ftomach of the patient. As Dr. Berkley
favoured Bofton with fome fermons agreeable to the
people in New-England, his medicine ex verbo facer-
dotis is much ufed there, and I have had the opportunity
of obferving the effects thereof. 1. In ladies of a foft
fine fair complexion, along ufe of it gives their counte-
nance a fallow, that is, a yellow greenifh caft. 2. As
tar is a creature of the fire, and therefore cauftick, I ob-
ferve, it has a bad effect in all he¢ticks and hzmorrhages,
and inflammatory cafes. 3. In vapid diforders of the
nervous {yftem it is of good ufe, if' not ufed too long 3
if ufed too long, its effets are more violent and de- °
ftrutive to the conftitution, than the habitual drinking
of rum or brandy. N.B. Of all thefe I can produce
fpecial vouchers.

4. This is no quack medicine, becaufe it is no no-
ftrum, and publithed by a benevolent clergyman without
any defign of lucrative profit; his friend 1n publithing a
confiderably large book of many hundreds of cafes ex-
actly in the form and univerfality of quack recommen-
dations, is a difparagement.

The prerogatives of provincial governors multiplying
members or reprefentatives from new places to the gene-
ral affembly ad libitum, is a matter of great confe-
quence to our colonies: as this has been lately affumed
in the fmall government of New-Hampthire, I cannot
clofe this fection, without taking fome rurther notice of
the fame.

There is a law of this province cal’ed the triennial

a&, by which the qualifications of members, and of
' thofe
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thofe who may ele&t them, is ftated; the method (?f
calling and governing the meetings of the eleftors is
regulated, and thelongeft term an affembly may fubfift
limited. June 4, 1648, the aflembly b@cams: diffolved
in couife by virtue of this law ; from which time to the
third of January following there was no aflembly in
being; in this interval the governor received the in-
ftruction, vol. IL. p. 35. and befides the places mentioned
inthe faid inftru&ion, thefreeholders of Pelham and Me-
thuen are ordered to unite and chufe one reprefentative
for both places at a joint meeting held at Pelham. This
was a novel thing, to aflemble the electors of two or five-
towns in one body. In Scotland, where by the act of the
union parliament (not by prerogative) four or five
towns were clafled to fend one member or reprefentative,
each town voted feparately for a reprefentative, and
thofe reprefentatives by vote fent one of their own num-
ber as a member of parliament; but in a different man-
ner the freeholders of the towns of Dunftable, Merri-
mack, Holles, Monfon, and Nottingham-weft, are
ordered to unite in one meeting to be held at Dun-
ftable, and chufe one member for the whole as a confo-
lidated body ; this was done, but no return made, asl
am informed.

After the late running of the line with Maffachufetts-
Bay government, feveral parts of townthips and other
fettlements formerly in Maffachufetts-Bay fell within
this province ; as the affembly were defirous that the
polls and eftates of thefe annexations fhould contribute
to the charge of government, by a temporary act, they
incorporated them by the name of Diftricts, with the
fame appellations as before; and the fragments from the
Maffachufetts townthips, viz. of Almfbury and Salifbury
were made one diftri¢t : from Methuen and Dracut one
-diftrict ; Haverhill one diftri&, &c: this a& was fre-
quently renewed for fhort periods, only that they might
contribute towards the charge of government ; but after
repeated application of the inhabitants, they had the

piivi-
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privilege of townthips added, but ftill temporary. Some
of thefe diftri¢ts were made townthips by charter : thus
Dracut was made a town by the name of Pelham.
about feven months after calling the affembly the laft
diftrict aét expired; notwithftanding their legal exift-
ence expiring, Methuen, e. g. had a reprefentative in

the affembly.

By the triennial ad&, the fele¢t-men of each place
{fending reprefentatives, are to call the qualified voters
within their precinéts to meet and proceed to a choice ;
but there was no legal authority for the feleGt-men of
one town or diftrict to call a joint meeting of the electors
of two or five places, and therefore was in ‘propriety a
tumultuous aflembly : thus were two of the excluded
members chofen. ‘

The governor was from home required to commu-
nicate the lords juftices additional inftruction of June
30, 1748, to the members of the general affembly con-
cerning this affair, which he never did in form; they
only obtained a tranfcript of it by the courtefy of a
private hand as a favour; and the governor’s friends
infifted that they fhould firft admit thefe difputed mem-
bers, and afterwards enter upon the merits of the cafe.
I have no concern in the affair, and endeavour only im-
partially to reprefent facts.

N. B. By the royal charter to the colony of Rhode-
Ifland, their aflembly is to determine what towns have
power to fend reprefentatives to the aflembly.

As this is a petty inconfiderable province or govern-
ment, very irregular and factious in their ceconomy,
and affording no precedents that may be of exemplary
ufe to the other colonies; I omit (to eale the Sum-
mary) many articles which in the other colonies are de-
duced at length, as of gocd ufe and information.

4 ‘ Perhaps
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Perhaps if this government were annihilated, and
annexed to the neighbouring province, it might be.
of benefit, for their proteCtion in cafes of war with
the neighbouring French and Indians, or infurretions,
and for good order, and to eafe their charges of go-
vernment.

SECT. X
Concerning the colony of Rhode-Ifland.

Shall not repeat what I have already mentioned in

general, concerning theearlieft European difcoveries
and fettlements in America [x].

This colony was not originally or immediately from
England, it proceeded from the neighbouring colony of
Maffachufetts-Bay ; and was at firft made up of the emi-
grants and [y] banifhed from thence, becaufe of dif-
fenting from their generally received way of religious
worfhip; thefe emigrants were puritans of puritans,
and by degrees refined fo much that all their religion was
almoft vanifhed : afterwards it became a receptacle of
any people without regard to religion or focial worthip;
and their modes of civil goverment were very variable
and defective.

There were fome incidents, which favoured the firft
Englith fettlements. 1. A few years before the Englith

[x] See vol. I. p. 63. &c, For the firlt Britith difcoveries and fet-
- tlements there, fee p. 109, &c. and p. 203, &c. the firft fettling of
New-England, p. 164, &c.

[7} Thefe banifhments were under preterce of preferving the publick
reace, and preventing of feCtary infeQion; and as is natural to all
zealots and bigots, they fell into the fame error of rigidity, which they
ccmplained of upon their emigration from the church of England. At
ageneral fynod in New{own near Bofton, which was called Auguft
10, 1037, cighty errancous opinicns were prefented, debated, and
condemied; and by the general affembly or legiflature of the colony,
Cdeber 2 following, fome perfons were banithed,

came
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came to New-Plymouth, there prevailed fome malig-
nant, contagious, very mortal diftempers amongft the
Indians from Penobfcot to Narraganfet, which made
room for a fafe fettlement. 2. Several of the neigh-
bouring Indian nations were inftigated to deftroy one
another: thus the Narraganfets affifted the Englith to
deftroy the Pequods 1637; Myantomy the great fa-
chem of the Narraganfets was made prifoner by Uncas
the fachem of the Mohegins, and was put to death
1643. .

In the Britifh aéts of parliament, this colony is named
Rhode-Ifland, Providence Plantations, and the Narra-
ganfet Country or King’s Province : originally" thefe
were diftinét affociations or plantations, but fince have
been united, and by charter incorporated into one co-
lony or jurifdi¢tion. I fhall briefly mention the origin
of thefe feveral diftinét fettlements.

Mr. Roger Williams came over from England to
Salem 1630; he fucceeded Mr. Shelton minifter of
~ Salem 1634 ; and becaufe of his antinomian, familifti-
cal, brownift, and other fanatical do¢trines, though in
other refpets a good man, 1635 he was excommuni-
cated and banithed from Maflfachufetts colony by their
affembly or legiflature as a difturber of the peace of the
church and commonwealth, and removed to Seaconck,
now called Rehoboth, and procured a grant of lands
from Maflafoit fachem of the Pakanokat Indians; the
magiftrates of the colony of Plymouth, Seaconck being
within their jurifdi&ion, obliged him to remove; in the
. fpring following, with{ome of his friends and adherents
he fettled on the other fide of Patuket, the boundary
river at Moofachick, by Mr. Williams called Provi-
dence, and the Narraganfet fachem made them feveral
grants of lands; onc of the grants is dated Nantigan-
fick the twenty-fourth of the firt month commonly
called March, the fecond year of our plantation or
planting at Moofachick or Providence; Mr. Willkams
lived in Providence forty years; 1640 the twenty-

feventh

’
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feventh day of the fifth month about forty perfons [z]
voluntarily formed a fort of civil government. When
for the eafe of the inhabitants, the colony, formerly all
in one county as is at prefent the {mall province of New-
Hampthire, was divided into three counties, the town.
thip or plantation of Providence was divided into - four
townthips, Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, and Glo-
cefter ; Providence fends four reprefentatives to the ge-
neral aflembly, the other fend two each. :

Duke of Hamilton’s grant from the council or com-
pany of Plymouth in April 1635, was from Providence
or Narraganfet-Bay eaft, to Conneélicut river weft,
foutherly upon the fea, and northerly up inland fixty
miles, or {o far north as to reach the Maflachufetts
fouth line. This takes in all the colony of Rhode-Ifland,
and the eaftern ‘/parts of the colony of Conneticut; the
duke of Hamilton had a further grant of 10,000 acres
‘eaft of Sagadahock adjoining to lord Ware’s grant ; that
family have at fundry times effayed to revive their
claim, but as they never fulfilled the conditions of the
grant or fettling, they never profecuted the affair to ef-
tect. There were feveral other vague grants, but as they
are now obfolete, and claims not like to be revived, we
thall not mention them.

In the year 1637, the fynod atNew-town in Maffa-
chufeits-Bay having condemned the opinions of many
fectaries, and by the fubfequent general court or affem-
bly perfons being ill ufed, thefe perfons with their

[x] To perpetuate the memory of the firft confiderable fettlers and
of their families, I fhall in the hiltory of our feveral colonies mention
fome names. The firlt twelve perfons who with Mr. Williams were
concerned as proprietors of the Providence lands; William Arnold,
John Greene, John Throgmorton, Thomas James, William Harris,
Thomas Olnay, Richard Waterman, Francis Wefton, Ezekiel Holli-
man, Robert Cole, Stukely Weft-coat, and William Carpenter ; af-
terwards were affociated Chad. Browne, William Fairfield, J. Warner,
E. Angel, J. Windfor, R. Scot, Wm. Reinolds, ¥ m. Wickenden,
Gregory Nexter, &c. at length they amounted to the number of 100
proprictors of Providence, being the value of twenty miles fquare.

friends
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friends and adherents went to Aquatneck, now the
ifland of Rhode-1fland, and by deed, March 24, 1637-8,
purchafed the ifland from the Indians; eighteen per-
fons [4] without a patent did voluntarily incorporate
or affociate themfelves ; the eafterly end of the ifland
with Seaconet was called Pocaffet. This fettlement in-
creafed faft, and was called Ifle of Rhodes or Rhode-
Ifland; 1644 it was divided into two townfhips, New- .
port its eafterly part, and Portfmouth its wefterly part;
lately Newport is fubdivided into Newportand Middle-
town. Inthebeginning, the ceconomy or government
was variable ; 1640 they agreed that the government
fhould be in a governor, deputy-governor and four af-
fiftants; [#] they held their offices until the patent of in-
corporation. :
1642-3, Jan. 12, Showamet was purchafed of the
Indians by eleven affociates (¢], and called Warwick in
honour to the family of the earl of Warwick, who had a
- grant (but never profecuted) of a large traét of land in
thefe parts ; they were by directions from this minifter
incorporated in the Province of Providence Planta-

[a] Thefe eighteen perfons were William Coddington, John Clark,
William Hutchinfon, John Coggethal, William Apinwal, Samuel Wel-
born, John Porter, John Seaford, Edward Hutchinfon, jun. Thomas
Savage, William Dyree, William Freeborn, Philip Sherman, John
Walker, Richard Corder, William Raulifion, Edward Hutchinfon,
fen. Henry Bull. N. B. Some Families returned to the Maflachufetts-
Bay colony, the Hutchinfons, Dummers, Savages, &c.

[4] William Coddington, governor, W. Brenton, deputy governor,
N. Eafton, J. Coggifhal, W. Hutchinfon, and S. Porter.

[c] Rendal Holden, John Wickes, Samuel Gorton, John Greene,
Francis Wefton, Richard Waterman, John Warner, Richard Corder,
Samifon Shelton, Robert Patten, and William Woodeal. N. B, Gorton
was a preacher or exhorter, of many wild peculiar opinions in religion,
different from tho’e of the other New-England feétaries, and ufed 2
myfterious dialeft ; his followers were called Gortonians; he came to
Rhode-Ifland 1638, was banifhed from thence 1640; he was of a good
family in England; he difowned the Puritans, and oppofed the Quakers; .
he fettled at Patuxet, and kept a peculiar religious {ociety for upwards
of fixty years, and livedtoa great age; but as this fet is utterly extin&,
we fhall not revive the memory of it in the digreflion concerning the
Britith plantation fettaries,

tions,
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tions. About this time fome people began a fettlement
at Patuxet river [d], whereof at prefent part 1s in the
townthip of Providence, and part in the townfhip of
Warwick. Warwick is lately fubdivided into the town-
thip of Warwick, four reprefentatives, and country two
reprefentatives. '
. 1643. Mr. R. Williams went to England as agent,
and by the affiftance of Sir Henry Vane, obtained from
the earl of Warwick, governor and admiral of all thé
Englith plantations for the parliament, a fort of charter
of incorporation of the feveral fettlements by the name
of ¢ the incorporation of the Province Plantations in
<« the Narraganfet-Bay in New-England; may fettle
< themfelves into any form of government the majo-
< rity of the freemen fhould agree upon, fuitable to
< their eftate and condition, and make f{uitable laws,
¢ agreeable to the laws of England, {o far as the nature
¢ and conflitution of the place will admit, &c.” dated
1643-4, March 17. Their firft general affembly was
not called until May 19, 1647 ; this affembly eftablithed
a body of very good and wholfome laws, and erefted a
form of government for the adminiftration of thefe laws,
. and for making further laws that may be found requifite.
Their legiflature, called a court of commiflioners, con-
fifted of fix members from each of the four towns of
Providence, Newport, Portfmouth, and Warwick; but
the fupreme power to be in a regular vote of all the [¢]
freeholders of the colony or incorporation; the freemens
vote fuperfeded or repealed the ats of the court of com-
miflicners and made them void. — A prefident and four
afliftants yearly chofen were judges of the court of
trials, affifted by the two wardens or juftices of the

[4] Meadows upon a river have, in ournorthern plantations, always
and every where been an inducement to begin a fettlement; as being
immediately furnifhed with food for their cattle in winter.

[e] At prefent there remain in our plantations, only two populace or
popular colonies, where the fupreme power or dernier refort is lodged
in the community, viz, Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland.

particu]ar
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particular town, in which this court fat from time to
time. Every town chofe 2 council of fix perfons to
manage the prudential town affairs, and had the trial of
{mall cafes, with the wardens or juftices of the town,
but with an appeal to the court of prefident and affo-
ciates. There was a fhort interruption of this form of
government, October 2, 1652, by order of the council
of ftate from England ; but foon refumed, and continu~
ed until the prefent charter took place. -

The prefent charter is dated July 8, 1662, 15 regn.
Carol. 1I. in which itis enumerated, that they were peo-
ple who left their fettlements in the other colonies, be-
caufe obliged thereto by their different fentiments in
religion; and did by good providence tranfplant them-
felves into the midft of Indian natives, and made land
purchafes of thofe natives, fit for building of veffels,
making of pipes ftaves and other lumber: that their
defign was to live quietly with liberty of confcience to-
gether, and to convert the Indians. They are by char-
ter made a body politick or corporate by the name of
the governor and company of freemen of the Englith
colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations in
Narraganfet Bay in New-England.

Grants liberties of corifcience in religion [ f}, a pow-
er to make a common feal, to call an affembly an-
nually, firft Wednefday of May, and laft Wednefday of
O&ober, or oftener : compofed of the governor [g], de-
puty governor, tert affiftants; and reprefentatives of
towns, whereof Newport not exceeding fix, Providence
four, Portfmouth four, Warwick four, and two for
each other place or town, to be eleéted by the majo-
rity of freemen in each town. The majority of the
affembly, whereof the governor or deputy governor

[/] Without excepting Roman Catholicks or any others.

[g]) Inthe charter, for the firft year, the king nominated Benedict
Arnold, Efq. for governor, William Brenton deputy governor.

Vor. II. v G and
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and fix of the affiftants at lealt to be feven; [4] to
have power to appoint the time and place of their
meetings, to make any man free of the company, to no-
minate proper efficers, to make l:f.ws, &ec. not repug-
nant to thofe of England, to appoint courts of judica-
ture with their proper officers, to determine what towns
have power to fend reprefentatives to the affembly, to
pardon criminals, to make purchafes of the native
Indians; when the affembly does not fit, the governor
with the major part of the affiftants to have the di-
reétion of the militia. The governor, fix of the af-
fiftants, and major part of the reprefentatives of the
freemen in affembly, have power of making war againft
the Indians or any of the king’s enemies, but not toin-
vade the Indians of any neighbouring colony without
the confent of the government of that colony: allowed
the liberty of filhing and of curing fith on any of the
coafts of New-England: perfons born there, to be
denizens of England ; all perfons and manner of goods
may be tranfported thither from England : any difference
arifing with the neighbouring colonies, to appeal to the
king in council : to have a free trade with all the other
Englifh colonies. The bounds of tne colony to be
welterly, - the middle channel of the middle great ftream
of Pokatuke, alias Narraganfet great river, fo far as it
lies up the country, and thence by a line due nerth to
the foutherly line of the Maflfachufetts colony ; northern
bounds, the foutherly line of the Maffachufetts colony
fo far eaft as three miles to the E. N.E. of the moft
eaftern and northern parts of the Narraganfet-Bay; the
eaftern bounds, as the bay lieth or extendeth itfelf from
the ocean into the mouth of the river which runneth into
Providence; and from thence higher along the eafterly

[£] Asin the majority of voters there muft at leaft be the governor
or deputy governor and fix of the afliftants, it was the fame cafe as if
the governor and affiftants were a feparate board or houfe; therefore
after fome years by a& of affembly they were conftituted a feparate
houfe, and thegovernor in cafe of an equivote in the board of affiltants,
to have the ca(%ing vote, butno negative.

4 A bank
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bank of the faid river called Seaconck river, up to the
falls called Patucket-falls, being the moft wefterly line
of Plymouth colony ; and from the faid fallsin a ftraight
line dué north, tillit meets with the fouthline of Maffa-
chifetts: fouthern bounds, the ocean comprehendmg
all the iflands and banks in Narraganfet-Bay, F ither’s
ifland excepted. To hold of the king as the manor of
Eaft-Greenwich, in free and common foccage, paymg
the fifth of all gold and filver ore found there
claufe in a late grant to the governor and company
Connefticut colony notw1thi‘candmg; 91orned Howard

Their firft affembly met at Newport, March 16635
and enatted, that on the firft Wednefday of Ma an-
nually by a majority of the votes of the freemen of the
colony, fhall beelecteda recorder or fecretary, a fherlff [z]
an atrorney general, and one treafurer genera —A].{
purchafes of the Indians without confentof che affembly,
to be void, and the purchaiers finable. “Aill inhabitants
of competent eftates chriftians (Roman.Catholicks ex-
cepted) to be accounted freemen, and have power
of choofing and of bemg chofen deputie$ and cmu:
. officers.

This competency of eftate has béen varied from time
to time; anno 1746, the affembly enafed, that the
qualification for a freeman thould be freehold> of 4001
currency in value, or that thall rent for20/. per ann.
or the eldeft fon of fuch a freeholder ; 3. and to be pro-
pofed to their refpective town meetings three months at
leatt before their admiffion. Asbriberiesin the elections
of affembly men and general officers were become fre-
quent and notorious, by the {fame a& no man is admit-
ted to vote until he has taken oath or affrmanon, that
he will ufe his freedom for the good cf thé government
without any other motive, and (hall not receive nor ex-
pect any reward or promife of reward in elections.
The fame aﬁ”emb]y enacted, that no affiftant (member

[] At prefent the (heriffs of the feveral counties are appointed by

the general affembly,
G 2 of
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of the council) or member of the houfe of reprefentatives
thould be allowed any wages or pay for their fervice.
Several other fuch wholfome and exemplary [£] laws
‘have at times been enacted, when the government was
in good hands. . o \

From time to time there were fome Englith trading
houfes, with {mall purchafes of lands. from the Indians,
in the Narraganfet country. 1657, the ifland of Cano-
nicut was purchafed of the Indians, and 1678 incorpo-
rated by act of affembly, andnamed James-Town. Some
gentlemen of Rhode-Ifland and other parts of New-
England made a confiderable purchafe of Petaquamfecut
(from the Indians) which with the adjacent lands were
incorporated a townfhip by the name of Kingfton 1674:
but fince divided into three townfhips, South-Kingfton,
North-Kingfton, and Exeter, :

Mifquamicut purchafed of the Indians, 1665, was
conftituted a townthip 1669, by the name of Wefterly ;
this is lately divided into three townthips, Wefterly,
Charles-Town and Richmond ; in Charles-Town is the
Narraganfet Indian referve (Ninigret is fachem,) of two
miles from E. to W. and of about f{ix miles from north
to fouth; which is generally farmed by the friends of
the Indian guardians appointed by the affembly, upon
long leafes and fmall rents. _

Maniffes or Block Ifland, 1642, was conftituted the
townfhip of New-Shoreham.

1677, the townfhip of Greenwich, was incorporated,
and lately divided into the two townthips of Greenwich,
and Weft Greenwich. By this time all the colony or
general lands were reduced to private property; fee a
fubfequent table, p. 89. ‘

‘When the court of England, ina bad adminiftration,
were refolved to vacate charters of any nature, becaufe
reftraints or obftacles to a defpotick power; a writ of
Quo Warranto was iffued out againft the colony O&. 6,

(#] Exemplary to the other colonies,

1685,
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1685, and. delivered June 2, 1686, by Edward Ran-
dolph, Efgq. The freemen of the colony by their ballots
or written votes called proxies, by a majority gave in
their opinion to the general affembly, in conformity
to which, the general affembly, after the example of
many corporations or charters in England, determined
not to ftand fuit with his majefty, but by an humble ad-
drefs to the king, pray for the continuance of their
privileges and liberties according to charter : the king
promifed them protetion and favour; they were put
under the government of prefident Dudley, who was
foon fuperfeded by governor Andros. 1686-7, Jan.
12, Sir Edmond Andros’s commiffion as governor of
New-England, was publifhed in Rhode-Ifland, and all
the colony formed into one county. :

Upon the OrRaNGE REVOLUTION, by a general vote
of the freemen in May 1689, it was concluded, that Sir
Edmond Andros’s authority, by his confinement in
Bofton, was terminated or filenced, and therefore they
re-afflume their former government or charter; and as
their charter never was vacated in a due courfe of law or
judgment, the court of England allows them to con-
tinue in the poffeflion and ufe of it to this day.

Each townfhip is managed by a town council, con-

fifting of the affiftants who refide in the town, the juf-
tices of the town, and fix men freeholders chofen annu-
ally by the freemen of the town ; the major part of them
is a quorum, with full power to manage the affairs and
intereft of the town to which they refpectively belong ; to
grant licences to publick houfes ; and are a probate of-
fice for proving wills and granting anminiftration, with
appeal to governor and council as fupreme ordinary.
- On any urgent occafion the governor, or in his ab-
fence, the deputy governor, may by warrant call a
general affembly.—The direftion of the militia is in the
general affembly of the colony 3 but when the affembly
does not fit, the governor and affiftants have the power
of the militia,

G 3 At
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At the townthip meetings in March annually, the
freemen of the town bring in their written votes called
proxies; fora governor, a deputy governor, ten af-
fiftauts, recorder, treafurer,.and attorney general ; thefe
votes are fealed up and fent to Newport for next May
gencral eleftion ; the governor has no negative in elec-
tions, has no negative in pafling of bills or refolves ;
only in the houfe or board of affiftants in cafe of an
equivote, he has the cafting vote, All other officers
civil and military are appointed by a joint vote of the
board of affiftants and houfe of reprefentatives. The
legiflature of Rhode-Ifland colony ftile themfelves, The
governor and company of the Englifh colony of Rhode-
Ifland and Providence Plantations in New-England in
America ; the enating ftile is, Be it enacted by the ge-
neral afiembly of this colony, and by the authority of
the fame it is enatted. The affembly adjourn themfelves
for any time. The governor for the time being has the
cuftody of the colony’s charter, feal &c. and appoints
the naval officer; the governor’s falary is 300 I. per
ann. currency, and all his perquifites do not exceed
1000l. [/] There are yearly two affemblies or ele¢tions of
reprelentatives ; they fit on the firft Wednefday in May
at Newport ; the fecond affembly meets on the laft Wed-
nefday of October at Providence and South-Kingfton al-
ternately. Inall grand committees, and eleGions of offi-
cers, the board of affiftants and houfe of reprefentatives
{it and vote together. :

In the laft [m)] ele@ion of general officers on the firft

[/] At this writing 1750, the deputy governor has a falary of 300 1.
currency or O. T, per ann. the treafurer 200 1; affiftants and repre-
fentatives have no wages,

[#] Formerly the parties in eleftions and publick tranfaions were
upon fectary footings; but for fome years paft the oppofite parties
are, they who are againft multiplying a fallacious fraudulent paper cur-
rency, and they whe encourage it for private iniquitous ends ; majority
of the prefent houfe of reprefentatives are of the paper money fide,
" notwithftanding a growing depreciation : from April 1, 1750, ta
Sept. 1, 1750, their paper currency from par {uffers a difcount with the

Wednefday
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Wednefday of May 1750, were chofen William Greene
governor, Robert Hazzard dep. governor; affiftants,
George Wanton, Jorcathan Nichols, John Potter, John
Bowen, Benjamin Tucker, Robert Lawton, James Ar-
nold, William Richmond, Daniel Coggethal, Jeffry Wat-
fon ; Thomas Ward fecretary, Daniel Updike attorney
general, and Thomas Richardfon general treafurer, [#]
When the charter firft took place 1663, there were only
18 reprefentatives, 6 from Newport, 4 from Providence,
4 from Portfmouth, and 4 from Warwick ; at prefent,
1750, befides thefe, there are 2 from each conftituted
townthip incorporated from that time, and at prefent
are 58 members,

Maflachufetts paper currency above 20 per cent, thatis, a piece of 8 in
Bofton fells for 45s. O.T. in Rhode-Ifland it fells for 56s. O. T ; by
felling, I mean, it is merchandize, and will continue fuch until the
paper money is generally annihilated,  or by its {fmall quantity arrive
at a juft par with filver: I fhall mention a palpable inftance of the
good effefts of paper currency being gradually annihilated (if the
tranfition is too {udden. it may occafion a ftagnation of bufinefs,
confufion and uproars, which ought carefally to be avoided, as tending
to fedition) by finking of our paper medium ; within thefe laft fix
months (this is wrote September 1750) exchange with London is fallen
from eleven and a half, for one fterling, to nine and a half, for one
fterling good' bills or well endorfed.

{z] The fallacious plantation paper money currencies are a moft
difagreeable topick, and fall too often in my way : here I cannot
avoid obferving, that the habitual praétice of this paper money cheat,
has had a bad influence nat only upon profligate private perfons, but
upon the adminiftration of fome of our New-England governments :
for inftance, one of the legiflature, a figner of the Rhode-Ifland
colony bills, was not long fince convicTED of figning counterfeit
bills:- Men are chofen into the legiflature and execntive parts of their
government, not for their knowledge, honour, and honctly, but as
fticklers for depreciating (for private ends) the currency, by multi-
plied emiffions: this year, 1750, the parties amongft the eleCors of
affembly men were diftinguithed by the names of paper money
makers, and the contrary: the paper money makers bave got a
majority in the lower houfe, and propofe a new emiffion of zoo,000 1.
O.T.; itis probable the houfe or board of aflifftants will not con-
cur; it is not for want of paper currency ; at prefent they have more
than ever; Maffachufetts-Bay, where the bulk of their bills were
lodged, have fent them back accompanied with the bills of New-
Hampthire; their defign is by éuantity to depreciate the ,valueA)f

4
$



88 Britith and French SerrremenTs PartIL

As a table is the moft concife and' diftin&@ form of
reprefenting feveral numeral articles relating to a colony 3
I fhall here reprefent each townfhip, their late numbers
of proxies or freemen voters, their reprefentatives in
general aflembly, their juftices, their companies of
militia, perluftration (1748) of whites, negroes, and
Indians.

their bills ; and lands mortgaged for publick bills will be redeemé‘d in
thofe minorated bills, at a very inconfiderable real value. In the neigh-
bouring province of Maffachufetts-Bay the principal dire&tors and fig-
ners of bubbling or notorious cheat bills (in the a& of parliament, 174z,
it is termed a mifchievous undertaking and publick nufance) were
by votes concurred by gov. Sh y, made councellors, figners of
publick bills of credit, judges, juftices, &c. This to an impartial reader
muft appear the greateft difregard of a minifter (all governors are in
a minifterial capacity) to alts of parliament. To prevent this nufance,
in all aéts of affemblies concerning paper money currencies, there
may be a claufe, that any perfon convifted of making, figning, or
uttering any falfe, fraudulent, or counterfeit bills, be rendered inca-
pable of any place of profit or traft in the faid province or colony.

" In Maflachufetts-Bay province December 1748, the aét for drawing
in their bills of credit, exprefsly declares, ¢ that the bills of the neigh-
bouring provinces have pafled promifcuoufly with the bills of our pro-
vince ; and the inhabitants of Maffachufetts-Bay province will thereby
be liable to greater evils than they have as yet {uffered, if the bills of -
the neighbouring governments continue current within the province ;

therefore, &c.* particularly every perfon fo accounting {extra provincial -
bills reckoned up to a perfon or otherways evading in negociation)

receiving, taking, or paying the fame, fhall forfeit the fum of fifiy

pounds new tenor for every fuch offence. There has lately hap-

pened a publick controverfy in the Bofton weekly news papers for

Sept. 1750, concerning the word accounting : this ought to be ex-

plained by fome fubfequent act of affembly ; as there is a difcovery

of a principal manager, negociating in Bofton (in a manner as he

thought evadable in the law) fome bills of New- Hampfhire : as he

was a principal agent in reftraining the currency of bills of the neigh-

bouring provinces, if intereft had not prevailed againft common pru-

dence, he would have evaded the negociating of thefe bills in any

manner though evadable in law.

N. B. To annihilate plantation paper currencies in a general fenfe,
is very laudable; but to do it fuddenly or in the {pace of one year,
when there is no other medium or currency, puts a ftop to all trade
and bufinefs; this obftrution may divert our commerce into fome

other channel : we have a notable inflance of this in the province of
Maflachufetts-Bay, 1750,

Townfhips.
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) 1748. 1749. . Companies
Townfhips. Proxies.Repref. Juftices. Whites.Negroes.Indians. Militia,
Newport o[ 6] ¢ 5335 110 681 4
Providence 32| 4] 13 31771 225 50} s
Portfmouth 25| 41 3 807 134 51 1
Warwick 21| 4] 8 1is13 | 176 9} 3
Wefterley 231 2|.6 1701 59 49| 2
*New Shoreham] 23 2| o 260 20 20 I
North Kingflon 30 2 7 1665 184 86 3
South Kingfton | 21| 2] g 1405 | 380 193 | 3
Greenwich 17| 2} 6 956 61 27| 2

ames Town 4 2 [} 284 110 26 i
*Smithfield 451 2| s 400 30 20| 3
Scituate 581 2| 4 1210 16 6| 3

'Gloucefter 1l 2z 4 1104 8 3
Charles-Tawn 9 2 3 641 58 1 303 I
Weft Greenwich] 251 2| 4 747 8 1| 2
Coventry. 12y 2| 6 769 16 71 2
Exeter 24} 2| 4 1103 63 8| 2
Middletown 20f 2| 4 586 76 18] 1
Briftol ' 13 2 5 928 128 13 i
Tiverton oz | 2| 4 842 99 99| 2
Little Compton | 107 | 2| § 1004 62 86| 1
¥ Warren 82 2 4 600 50 30| 1
Cumberland 73 2| 3 802 4 I
* Richmond 11 2 |_S5 | |_s00 § 3| 1
888 1 58 |119 | {28439 ! 3077 |Tvz57 |51

N. B. The numbers of whites, blacks, and Indians
for the townthips of New Shoreham or Block-Ifland,
Smithfield, Warren, and Richmond, are only eftimates,
and not an actual cenfus.

When the qualification of a freeman, as formerly, was
lIow, the proxies or voters never exceeded 1300 : at pre-
fent the qualification is better or higher, and anno 1749,
the proxies were only 888.

The valuation or cenfus anno 1730, was whites
15,302, blacks 1648, Indians 985, in all 17,9353 the
valuation anno 1748, was whites 28,439 blacks 3077,
Indians 1259, in all 32,773 ; from thefe deduct Briftol,

Tiverton, Little Compton, Warren, and Cumberland, a
S . late
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late addition taken from the jurifdiction of Maflachufetts-
Bay, and added to Rhode-Ifland colony, of 4196 whites,
343 blacks, and 228 Indians, remain 24,243 whites,
which is an increafe of near 9,000 whites, upon 15,500
circiter, in 18 years; this is more than one third increaf-
ed in the fpace of 18 years. The cenfus of their blacks
and Indians perhaps is not exact ; that fmall colony does
not poflefs more negroes, than the much larger province
of Maflachufetts-Bay 3 it is true, their late Guinea trade
exchanging of negroes for horfes, ftock, and provifions
fhipt off for the Weft-India iflands, has added confider.
ably ‘to the number of their negroes, Here is an in-
creafe of 44 Indians, whereas they are obferved every
where to be upon the decreafe from the intemperate ufe
of Britifh fpirit, and from their being fent to fea, and
upon expeditions. The 51 militia foot companies are
formed into 4 regiments, being one regiment foot in
each of their four counties of Newport, Providence,
King’s-county, and Briftol ; there are alfo one troop of
horfe in the county of Newport, and a troop in the
county of Providence.

Concerning the boundaries of the colony of Rbode-Iflands.

King Charles, anno 1630, made a grant to the earl
of Warwick from Narraganfet-Bay, weftward a'ong
fhore 40 leagues, and in length from fea to fea: he
affigned this grant to William vifcount Say and Seal {¢],
lord Brooks, lord Rich, and eight more affociates : the
conditions of the grant were never compiled with by
fettling, &c. and the grant is become void. A fubfequent
grant to duke Hamilton, 1635, for the fame reafon is
null,

[0) Seabrook at the mouth of Conne&icut river is {o called from the
name of vifcount Say and lord Brook. This humour of joint names
for townthips is fill pradtifed in the colony of Conneéticut; thusa
townthip granted lately to Hartford and Windfor jointly, is called
Harwinton, from the initial fyllables of thefe two townthips.

In
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In the beginning of our fettlements, the country not
being well inveftigated,fundry fucceeding royal grants
interfered with former grants [p]. King Charles II.
having received complaints concerning the wrong de-
feription of places and grants, not to be determined at a
diftance, but by commiffioners to be fent exprefsly upon
the fpot ; accordingly 1664, four commiffioners, col.
Nichols (afterwards gavernor of New-York) Sir Robert
Ker, &c. were fent over to fettle all the controverted
boundaries of the provinces, and to be determined by the
concurrence of any .three of thefe commiffioners, or of
two of them, whereof Nichols to be one.[g] Three of
thofe commiffioners gave the Attleborough Gore to

[#] For inftance, Plymouth old north line, from Conahaflet due
weft to Patuket river, and Maflachufetts fouth line, from 3 miles
fouth of the fouthermoft part or head of Charles river, extended
E. and W, overlap one another feveral miles ; Attleborough Gore is
plainly included in Plymouth grant, and alfo in the grant to Rhode-
Ifland. Some of the lands of Tiverton and Little Compton, feem
to be in both thefe grants. In equity perhaps the prior grant fhould
take place ; but this was not obferved in the late determination of
Rhode-I{land eafterly bounds ; the validity of the Plymouth grant as
to jurifdition being queftioned. Rhode-Ifland colony pretended to
the fettlements of Tiverton, Little Compton, Dartmouth, Rochefter,
Sandwich, and Cape-Cod townthips, becaufe Plymouth grant is not
faid to be bounded upon the ocean : but as this claim was not brought
before a late court of commiffioners appointed by patent from Great-
Britain to fettle the eaftern boundaries of Rhode-Ifland colony, it may
be fuppofed drort and filenced. Lately in Rhode-Ifland, they have
imagined a claim of juri(di@ion further north than their prefent line ;
taking in part of Wrentham, Bellingham, Mendon, Uxbridge, and
Douglafs ; they were encouraged to this by their late {uccefs in the
eaftern claim ; but when they complained at horae concerning the en-
croachments of Maffachufetts-Bay, upon their eaftern borders, they
made no complaint of northern encroachments ; which if "any, might
have been adjufted by the fame commiffion without further chatfge :
and when commiffioners were appointed, December 18, 1749, by
the general affembly of Maffachufetts-Bay, to join with commithioners
from the jurifdi®ion of Rhode-Ifland, to run and renew the line
agreed on and fettled by both governments, Jan. 19, 1710-11; the
Rhode-Ifland commiffioners did not appear. )

[¢] The Rhode-Iflanders conftrued it that nothing could be con-
¢luded without the cencurrence of Nichols ; and becaufe Nichols hap-

Plymouth
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Plymouth colony, that is, Patucket alias Blackftone [r]
river to be the dividing line between thefe two colonies ;
the king’s pleafure concerning this determination was
never fign:fied ; as it was not confirmed at home, it cop-
tinued many years in difpute, and at length, was deter-
mined by commiffioners 1741, and confirmed by the king
in council 1746, in favour of Rhode-Ifland ; it is now
caled Cumberland townthip, in honour to his royal
highnefs the duke of Cumberland, and is annexed to the
county of Providence, . ,

Rhode-1land eafterly line dividing it from the prefent.
province of Maffachufetts-Bay was fettled by commifii-
oners 5] .1741. Maflachufetts government appealed
home againft every part of the judgment as grievous and
injurious 3 but the judgment in the whole was confirmed
1746, by the king in council. In autumn 1746, the go-
vernment of Rhode-Ifland fent to the government of
Maflachufetts-Bay, a copy of his majefty’s order in coun-
cil, affirming the judgment of the court of commiffion-
ers, for fettling the boundary line between the two go--
vernments, and by aét of affembly appointed commiffion-
ers to run (Dec. 2, 1746) this late adjudged line with
commiffioners from Maflachufetts-Bay ; the affembly of
Maffachufetts-Bay could not be informed of this ap-
pointed time until their next fitting, December 24; thus -
Rhode Ifland contrived to run this line ex parte. For a
minute defcription of this line, fee vol. I. p. 399.

For Rhode-Ifland northerly line dividing this colony
from the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, fee vol. I. p.415.

pened not to be one of the three that concurred in the determination
of the Attleborough Gore, they alledged the determination was not
perfe@, whereas Nichols was plainly intended to have only a cafting
vote when two are againft two.

[#] This river was fo called by the name of Mr. Blackftone, who
removed from Maffachufetts-Bay and-lived in this Gore, upon that
river, many years,

[s] The fettling of this line coft each government about 4,000 L
O. T. The commiffioners had from each government 6s. fterl. per
diem, with all cherges in coming, at, and returning from the congrefs.

Southerly
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Sautherly the coleny of Rhode-Ifland is bounded upon
the fea or Atlantic ocean. ‘ ,
.- Its wefterly line dividing it from the colony of Con-
necticut was fettled by commiffioners from both co-
lonies September 27, 1728 ; was afcertained by a dire&
line extending weft from the rock at the uttermoft
point of Warwick neck, 20 miles, to a confiderable heap
of ftones in a cedar fwamp, the S. W. corner of War-
wick purchafe. From this monument the line with
Connecticut is determined by running firft N. 7 d. E. by
compafs, 23 miles 10 rods to a large heap of ftones in
a valley being between two marked pine trees in the
fouth line of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, and for
the firft 7 and a half miles were made monuments every
half mile, and . from thence northward to the Mafla-
chufetts fouth line, were made monuments at the end of
each mile: from the faid monument the S. W. corner
of Warwick was made a foutherly running of 15 miles
and g rods S. 11 d. 20 m. W, to the mouth of Aftra-
wage river where it falls into Pakatuke river; and from
thence Pakatuke river is the boundary to the fea.

Roger Woolcot, -
Signed James Wadfworth, » For Conneicut,
Daniel Palmer.

William Wanton,
Benjamin Ellery, - § For Rhodé-Ifland:
William Jenkes. o

The colony ‘of Rhode-Ifland have been very little
concerned in the Britith North- America wars with the
adjacent Indians, and their encouragers to rapine the
French of Canada ; from the Quaker principles of many
of the inhabitants, and as not being immediately expofed
to the ravages of the French and their Indians. In the
expedition againft Port-Royal in Nova-Scotia, an. 1710,
and in the abortive expedition againft Canada, 17;1,

they
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they had fome forces:. towards the feint or intended
expedition againft Canada, in the fummer.1746; they
fitted out 300 land men with a warlike floop of 100
feamen;. they were ordered for Nova-Scotia, but in theif
voyage fuffered difafters, never proceeded, and after
fome time this expedition ‘was countermanded. They
have been noted for privateering againft the French and
Spaniards in time of war. They have builta good fort
upon Goat-Ifland, an ifland in the harbour of Newport, -

The numbers of their whites, flaves, and other lifts,
may be feen in the foregoing table. - B ‘

‘Concerning their conrts of judicature.

ForMERLY the colony of Rhode-Ifland. made only one
county : not long fince it was divided into three counties,
Newport, . Providence, - and King’s county; lately they
have conftituted a fourth county called Briftol, compre-
hending the late addition from the province of Maffa-
chufetts ; Cumberland is in the County of Providence. .
Newport county contains Rhode-Ifland (the townfhips
of Newport, Portfmouth, and Middletown,) Block-Ifland
(the townthip of New-<Shoreham) Canonicut-Ifland (the
townthip of James-Town) Prudenice-Ifland, and Patience-
Ifland, with the lately adjudged parts of Tiverton and
Little-Compton. Providence county comprehends the
townfhips of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, Glocef-
ter, Warwick, Coventry, Greenwich, Weft-Greenwich,
and Cumberland.  King’s county includes South-King-
fton, North-Kingfton, Exeter, Wefterly, Charles Town,
and Richmond. '

The legiflature, called the general court or general
affembly, fits the firft Wednefday in May annually at
Newport, and at Providence and South-Kingfton alter-
nately the laft Wednefday of O&tober.

The form of their judicial oath or affirmation does
not invoke the judgments of the omnifcient God, who

fees
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fees in fecret, but only upon the peril of the penalty of
perjury [#]. . |

JuriEs. The town council of each townthip take
a lift of all perfons liable by law, and whom they fhall
Judge able and well qualitied to ferve in juries, and lay
the fame before a town meeting called for that purpofe’;
and the names of all fuch perfons written on feparate
pieces of paper, fhall be put in a box to be delivered to -
the town clerk, to be by him kept under lock and key.
When the precept or notification for returning of ju-
rors is iffued, at a town mecting the box (hall be un-
locked, and the town clerk fhall draw out fo many
tickets, as there are jurors required, to be returned as
jurors ; fuch as in the judgment of the town meeting
are unable to ferve at that time, their names fhall be re-
turned into the box and others drawn in their ftead ; the
names of the perfons returned to ferve, fhall be put in
another box from time to time, until all the tickets
be drawn as aforefaid ; then they fhall be returned into
- the firft, to be drawn from time to time as aforefaid.
The town council fhall once a year lay before a town
meeting fuch other perfons as may from time to time
become qualified, to be put in the box. If by reafon
of challenge or otherways there are not a fufficient num-
ber of good and lawful men to make up the jury, the
jury fhall be filled up by the fheriff or his deputy de
talibus civcumflantibus.

JusTices or ThHe pEAcE. ‘The general affembly
in their May feflions, chufe for each town fo many jul-
tices of the peace as they may find requiﬁte, to be com-
miffioned by the governor of the colony under the feal
of the colony ; their power extends all over the county.
A juftice may join perfons in marriage, take the ac-

[#) This does not feem to be a facred or {olemn oath, and may be
illufirated by the ftory of two profligate thieves ; one of them had
flolen fomething, and told his friend of it : well, faxs his friend, but
did any body fee you? No: then fays his friend, it is yours as much

as if you had bought it with your money. -
knowledgment
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knowledgment of a deed or other inftrument ; take de-
pofitions out of court, the adverfe party being notified
Two or more juftices may hear, try, and adjudge all

manner of debts, trefpaffes, and other actions, not ex:

ceeding five pounds currency ; titles of lands are ex-
cepted, and fuch other altions as are - excepted l?y any
particular law of the colony. Three or more juftices
of the peace may try all perfons fufpected of thieving
to the value of ten pounds currency. Appeals in civil
cafes are allowed to the inferior court of common pleas,
and in crimidal cafes to the court of the general felions
of the peace : the judgment of which court, on all ap-
peals from the juftices court, is final.

SEssioNs OF THE PEACE. In each county are held
twice a year, a court of general feflions of the peace,
five juftices of the county making a quorum, impowered
to hear and determine all manner of matters and things
relating to the confervation of the peace, the punifhment
of offenders ; and all pleas of the crown (capital crimes
excepted) are therein cognizable. - Any perfon aggrieved
at the fentence of this court, may' appeal to the next
fuperior court of judicature, court of affize and general
goal delivery. : '
- INFERIOR COURTS OF coMMon pLEAS are held twice
a year in each county ; three juftices of the faid court
are a quorum : they have cognizance of all civil actions

arifing or happening within the county, and tryable at

common law, of what nature,. kind, or quality foever :
but no action not exceeding five pounds currency, is
brought into any of thefe courts, unlefs where any man’s
freehold is concerned, or by way of appeal from any
juftices court, Liberty of appeal from thefe inferior
courts of common pleas, is allowed to the next fuperior
court of judicature, &c.

SUPERIOR COURT OF JUDICATURE, courts of affize
and general goal delivery, are holden twice a year in
each county ; three judges are a quorum: they have
cognizance of all pleas, real, perfonal, or mixt; as alfo

pleas
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pleas of the crown, and caufes criminal, and matters
relating to the confervation of the peace, punithment
of offenders, and generally of all other matters, as fully
and amply to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, as
the court of common pleas, king’s bench or exchequer
in his majefty’s kingdom of England have, or ought
to have, and are impowered to give judgment therein,
and to award execution thereon, and make fuch necef-
fary rules of practice, as the judges fhall from time
to time fee needful; put no caufe, matter, or thing
(writs of error, capital crimes, &c. excepted) are
brought into this court by an original writ or procefs,
but by appeals from the inferior courts of common
pleas.

AprpeaLs To His MAJESTY IN counciL are allowed,
where the matter or thing in controverfy is the value of
three hundred pounds new tenor, unlefs from judgment
obtained upon a bond, which has no other condition but
for the payment of a fum or fums of money. They ap-
peal to the king in council not only on perfonal, butalfo
in real actions. -

A courT oF cuaNcERY or delegates not long fince
was erefted ; but on their iniquitous proceedings in dif-
penfing with all laws, no man’s property was fafe; it
was therefore difcontinued.

THE ORDINARY FOR PROBATE OF WILLS, and granting
adminiftration, is in the refpective town councils, with
appeals to the court of governor and affiftants. -

THE COURT OF VICE-ADMIRALTY confifts of the fame
individual officers or perfons that officiate in Maffachu-
fetts-Bay, or by deputations from them.

THE JUSTICIARY COURT OF ADMIRALTY is much of
the fame nature with that of Maffachufetts-Bay, with an
addition of the governor and fome of the council of the
neighbouring province of Maflachufetts-Bay.

Their prefent taxes of all kinds are very inconfiderable;
the intereft of their publick loans generally defray all
Vo, 1L H charges
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charges of government and other needfuls both of the
colony and particular towns. o

NavicaTtion. Newport of Rhode-Ifland is their prin-
cipal trading town at prefent; lies m 41d. 35m. N,
lat. itis of eafy and fhort accefs, being near the ocean,
but for that reafon not fo well fituated for home con-
fumptibn. Providence is about thirty miles farther up
Narraganfet-bay inland, therefore in a few years it muft
be their principal place of trade. For the fafety 'and
conveniency of failing into the harbour of Newport, in
fummer 1749 was eretted a light-houfe in Beaver-tail at
a publick colony charge.

~ LIGHT-HOUSE.

The diameter at the bafe is twenty-four feet, and at
the top thirteen feet. = The height from the ground to
the top of the cornice is fifty-eight feet, round which is
a gallery, and within that ftands the lanthorn, which
is about eleven feet high, and eight feet diameter.

The ground the light houfe ftands on is about twelve
feet above the furface of the fea at high water, X

The following are the bearings (by the compafs) -of
{everal remarkable places from the light houfe, viz.

Point Judith S. W. 3 Deg.S.
Block-Ifland N. W. point S. W, 8 -S.
Ditto S. E. point S.W.b.S. 5 S
‘Whale rock W. 9 S
Brenton’s reef E.S. E. 4  E.
Seal rock E.S. E. 10 _E.
S. point of Rhode-Ifland  E. 7 S
‘Watch houfe on Caftle-hill E. N, E. 4 E.
. Brenton’s point E. N.E, ‘4 N
Forton Goat-Ifland E.N. E. 5 N.
S. eaftermoft of the Dumplins N. E. b. E.

- Kettle bottom rock N.E. 4 E.-

Anchoring place between 2.
the town of Newport and > N, E. b. E.
Coafter’s harbour S S
' N. B. There
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N. B. There is a {mall funken rock lies off due S. and-at
the diftance of about 200 yards from the light-houfe,
The entrances and clearances of veffels in the col-
le&tion of Newport for the laft year of the late French
and Spanifh war ; and for the firft year of the prefent

From 25 March 1744 to 25 March 1748.
Ships, Snows, Brigs, Sloops, Schooners.

Enteredin 2 3 20 27 4 Total 56
Clearedout 4 5 33 71 5 118
From 25 March 1748, to 25 March 1749.
Entredin 2 2 30 37 - 4 Total 75
Clearedout 8 11 49 9 83~ 160

The veffels ufed here are generally brigantines and
floops. Their trade in time of war confifts much in
privateering ; this laft war they had bad fuccefs; not

~much trade with Europe ; much ufed to fmuggling of

contraband and uncuftomed goods; they export for the
‘Weft-India iflands, horfes,” live ftock of feveral kinds,
butter, cheefe, lumbet, and rum of their own diftilling ;
their trade feems to be upon the decline; they import
or rather carry to Bofton, fugar, molaffes, and other
Weft-India ifland produce, a few negroes from Guinea,
and logwood from the bay of Honduras. S
Ever fince 1710, theirmoftbeneficial bufinefs has been
banking or negociating a bafe fraudulent paper money
currency, which isfo contrived, that amongft themielves
it comes out at about two and half per cent. per ann.

_ intereft and lend it to the neighbouring colonies at 10 per

cent [#] a moft barefaced cheat. Of the interelt of :heie
publick iniquitous frauds, one quarter goes to the {everal
townfhips to defray their charges, the other three

[#] I fhall only mention their emiffion 1744, of a publick paper
money credit of 100,006 /4 O. T. upon pretext (as the preamble ex-
prefles it) of the prefent Spanifh war, and of an impending French
war ; but was thared amongft themfelves by way of loan at four per
ct. perann. intereft, forthe firft ten years, and after the expiration of
thofe ten years, the principal to be paid off gradually in ten years more
without any intereft,

‘ H2 quar-
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quarters are lodged in the treafury to defray the govern-
ment charges of the colony. ,

Probuce. Rhode-Ifland colony in general is a coun-
try for pafture, not for grain; by extending along the
fhore of the ocean and a great bay, the air is foftened by
a fea vapour which fertilizeth the foil ; their winters are
fofter and thorter than up inland ; it is noted for dairies,
whence the beft of cheefe made in any part of New-
England, is called (abroad) Rhode-Ifland cheefe.

Anno 1687, when by aét of affembly taxes were re-
ceivable in produce of certain fpecies, Indian-corn was
valued at 18 4. per bufhel, butter 4 4. per pound, fheeps
wool at 84. perpound; currency at that time, pieces
of eight at a denomination of 33 3 quarters worfe than
fterling. s

The moft confiderable farms are in the Narraganfet
country. Their higheft dairy of one farm, communibus
annis, milks about 110 cows, cuts about 200 load of
hay, makes about 13,000 wt. of cheefe, befides butter; .
and fells off confiderably in calves and fatted bullocks.
A farmer from feventy-three milch cows in five months
made about 10,000 wt. of cheefe : befides cheefe in a
feafon, one cow yieldsone firkin of butter, from feventy
toeighty wt. In good land they reckon after the rate of
two acres for a milch cow.

In this colony there is no college or fchola illuftris;
lately fome gentlemen, lovers and encouragers of the li-
beral arts and fciences, to promote literature in the colo-
ny, have in Newport, the metropolis of the colony of
Rhode-Ifland, lately founded a library.  That this may
be of exemplary ufe to our other provinces and colonies,
I fhall give fome account of it. 1747, Abraham Red-
~ wood, Efq. beftowed 500/ fterl. in books, being
volumes, 206 folio’s, 128 quarto’s, 712 o&avo’s, and
251 duodecimo’s ; feveral other perfons have beftowed
fome valuable books ; a gentleman of noted liberality
has promifed an experimental philofophy apparatus, and
to eret a fpiral monument with an obfervatory. Some

4 " gentlemen
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gentlemen incorporated by an ample colony charter have
contributed, and upon ground, given by Mr. Henry
Collins, merchant, ereted a regular building for a li-
brary, at the charge of about 8,000/, currency O. T.

The building for the library confifts of one large room
where the books are kept, thirty-fix feet long, twenty-
fix feet broad, and nineteen feet high, with two {fmall
offices adjoining. The principal or weft front is a pedi-
ment and portico of four columns after the Dorick order;
the whole entablature of which, runs quite round the
building. The two offices are placed as wings, one on
each fide the portico, and conneéted with the body of
the building, fo as toform two half-pediments proceed-
ing from the lower part of the entablature. Thefe two
wings, befides the conveniencies they afford, have a very
good effect in extending as well as adding variety to this
tront. The eaft front confifts of a plain Dorick pediment
fupported by a ruftick arcade of three arches, in the
recefles of which are placed three Venetian windows,
after the Ionic order. The outfide of the whole building
is of ruftick work, and ftands on a bafe about five feet
high'from the ground, and the entrance is by a flight of
fteps the whole width of the portico. Their charter con-
fticutes them a body politick, by the name of the company
of the Redwood library, with power to chufe annually
eight dire@ors, a treafurer, fecretary, and librarian; to
admit new members, make laws, &c. .

It is to be withed that a tafte for learning and books
with the better fort of people may prevail ih all our colo-
nies. In Philadelphia, fome years fince, a company of
gentlemen, well-withers to letters, have conftituted acon-
fiderable library ; of this we fhall give fome account in
the fe&ion of Penfylvania. In Charles-town of South-
Carolina, is lately formed a library company ; April a1,
1750, théy confifted of 128 members; their firft gene-
ral meeting was the fecond wednefday of July 1750,
they are to have four general quarterly meetings yearly,
. whereof one:is the general annual meeting for election

H 3 - of
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of officers, viz. prefident, vice-prefident, treafurer; fe--
cretary, librarian, correfpondént and fteward. The'con-
tribution of the members to be[«] five thillings currency-
pet week: the books to be lent to'any of the focietyy
giving a receipt for the fame, to be returned withinali-

mired time, a pamphlet in——days, an oftavo or duo-
decimo in —~weeks, a quarto in——weeks, a foli¢ "
in —-months; of this we fhall give a further account’
in the fetion of South-Carolina.

" Rhode-Ifland government [y] pretend to'an extent of-
jurifdiction farther north than'is at prefent fettled, (this
we hinted atp. g1. of vol. II.) and' takes off from’ the’
jurifdiCtion of Maffachufetts-Bay, confiderable patcelsof
the townfhips of Wrentham, Bellingham, Mendon, Ux-’
bridge and Douglafs. Commiffioners were appointed by’
the general affemblies of the province and’ colony a§
is ufual, to run their divifional line laft auitumn 1749’
refpectively ;. they did not meet, and’ thé Rhode-Ifland
commiffioners run the line €x parte. Jonathan Randaly

- [#] Eight pence fterl. which is about thirty-four fhillings ftesl. per
annum. o S o L
+ [} The provincial taxes and townfhip rates having lately in the
province of Maflachufetts-Bay, from the wrongheaded management
of ~—~ been fo oppreflively great, that, 1. Upon a- difpute betweerl
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay and colony of Conneicut, lately
broached concerning fome townfhips of the province indented with the
colony; the Maflachufetts townthips of Woodftock, Somers, Enfield,
and Suffield, did in a voluntary manner withdraw from the jurifdiion
of Maffachufetts, and put themielves under the jurifdiction of Conne@i-
cut ; and by force or menace prevent the civil officers of Maffachufetts
from exercifing any authority and gathering of taxes. z.The Ma#achu-
fetts townthips adjoining to the northerly line of Rhode-Ifland colony;
allowed the Rhode-Ifland men (in an atual trefpafs) to runa line, Wit‘i‘-‘
out any oppofition; ‘chufing rather to bé under thejorifdiction of Rhode:
Ifland, where the publick or colony taxes are very fmall, and fometimes
nothing, and no parithor minifterial rates, a very ftunting or difcourag-
ing article inthe poor new fettlement ; thefe difputes cannot be com-
pofed, but by applying to the courst of Great-Britain at a great charge.
Here we may obferve, that 'ill devifed exorbitant taxes occafion difcon-
tent amongft the people, with -a charge and confufion to the govern-
inents: FEEET WG RSt o1 LUTRRIVA B0 e g

Thomas
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Thomas Lapham, and Richard Steern, Efq. [2] were ap-
pointed in Auguft 1749 commiffioners to runthe line ac-
cording to charter:' the commiffioners with Henry Har-
ris, Efq. furveyor, and two chairmen, by themfelves riun
~ alipe to their own mind, and made report laft Tuefday
of February' 1749-50} that, 3oth of O&ober 1749,
no corhmiffioners from Maflfachufetts-Bay appearing, we
proceeded: “ "We [#] could find no ftake or monument
“ of Woodward and Safferey, but from the place de-
< {cribéd "in' ‘our cominiffion, viz. we found: a place
¢¢ where Charles river formed a large crefcent foutherly,
¢ which place is known' by the *name" of Poppolatick
¢« pohd, which we took to be the fouthermoft part of
¢¢ ‘the faid river ; from thence we meafured three miles
 on'a plain in "'Wrenthdm, ‘one quarter of a mile N.
¢ eafterly from the dwelling-houfe’ of Thomas Man,
¢ and about a'quatter of a mile S. eafterly fromthe
¢ houfe of Robert Blake, where we marked a pine-tree
¢ dnd erected a monument 6f ftones, and found the fame
“ to be in lat. 42 d. 8'm, fiorth, which we deemed the
¢« N. E. Bounds of the ¢olony. From the faid pine-tree
¢ we proceeded to run the northern boundary line ina
. ¢ weft courfe of ¢ight and half'degree variation, and in
< this céurfe marked many trees, the faid line paffing

< over the fouthermoft part of Manchoag pond [4], and
« terminated about- thiity rods eaftwatd of a fmall
¢¢ pond called Graffy Pond at a black oak tree which we
¢ marked with a monument of ftonés about it, as the .
¢ north weftern bounds' of ‘the colony, being about

[z] In Rhode-Ifland government are {quires many, becaufe annually
- eleiive, and oncea fquire always a fquire ; not long fince, afacetious
gentleman met upon the road a Rhode-Ifland juftice of his acquaint-
ance, bite legs and feet, driving a team it very foul weather; he fa-
luteéd hiih in this manrer: Your fervant, fquire—I am furprized to fee
a'gentleman of yournoted frugality, to wear his beft flockings and
fhoes in fuch dirty weather, .- :
" [2] Perhaps, according to inftrutions they defignedly did not find
thispropér monument, - * ' - - - - e .
" [#)"In tti¢ northern parts of Douglafs. o
. S ' * twenty-
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¢ twenty-two miles from the aforefaid pine-tree to the
¢ faid black oak.” '

- Some time afterwardsanewcommiffion was iffuedfrom
eachofthegovernmentstoperambulatethenorthernboun-
dary of Rhode-Ifland colony, by the ftake fetup by Natha-
niel Woodward and Solomon Safferey, purfuant to the a-
greement of the province and colony, Jan. 19,1710-1T.

There is a cafe concerning fome MINISTERIAL LANDS
in this colony of confiderable value, claimed by the
church of England, and by the prefbyterians or congre-
gationalifts. This cafe has been depending almoft thirty
years in the colony courts of common law, called the
courts below, and before the king in council, and hi-
thertonot iffued : a particular account of the cafe may
be agreeable to the devotees of both fides. ‘

-Anno 1657, the- chief fachems of the Narraganfet
country fold to John Parker, Samuel Wilbore, Thomas
Mumford, Samuel Wilfon of Rhode-Ifland, and John
Hull, goldlmith of Bofton, Petaquam{cut-Hill for fixteen .
pound; next year the fachem of Nienticut, fold for fif-
teen pound fome lands north of the faid purchafe, to the
fame purchafers. The whole purchafe was about fifteen
miles long, and fix or feven miles wide ; afterwards they
affociated Brenton and Arnold, jointly they were called
the feven purchafers. Another company, called Atherton’s
company, 1659-60, purchafed lands of the Indians north
* of the faid Petaquamfcut perchafe ; thefe two companies
had feveral controverfies concerning their boundaries;
anno 1679, they came to a final accommodation.

Anno 1668, the Petaquamfcut purchafersby deed gave
300 acres of their beft land, for an orthodox parfon to
preach Gop’s word to the inhabitants: from this pro-
ceeds the difpute, who is the orthodox minifter ? By the
Rhode-Ifland charter all profeflions of chriftians feem
to be deemed orthodox; by one of the firft a&s of their
legiflature, 1663, all men profeffing chriftianity, and of
competent eftates, and of civil converfation, and obedi-

ent
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ent to the civil magiftrate, though of different judgment
in religious affairs, Roman catholicks only excepted, fhall
be admitted freemen, and fhall have [¢] liberty to chufe
and be chofen officers in the colony, both civil and mi-
litary. A , '
The boundaries with the Atherton’ company being
‘finally accommodated, the Petaquamfcut purchafers,
1693, madea final divifion amongft themfelves, and
amongft other company grants (120 acres to a mill, &c.)
confirmed the grantof 1679, of 300 acres to an orthodox
miniftry, which were furveyed and lotted.

Thefe minifterial lands not being claimed by anyortho-
dox minifter, anno 1702, Mr. Henry Gardiner enters
upon twenty acres of it, and James Bundy upon the re-
maining 280 acres.

Moft of the grantees feem to have been of the church
of England, but many of them fell off to an enthufiaftick
fe&t in Warwick, called [d] Gortonians, now extinét;
perhaps at that time there were no Prefbyterians or con-
gregational people in Rhode-Ifland, and at this time it
1s faid there are in South-Kingfton more people of the
church of England thanof the prefbyterians and con-
gregationalifts.

1702, Mr. Niles, not ordained inany manner, preached
in the faid diftri¢t for fome time, but never had pofief-
fion from Bundy of the 280 acres; in 1710, he left
Kingfton and fettled at Braintree of Maffachufetts-Bay.

1719, George Mumford bought of Bundy the pofief-
fion of the faid 280 acres.

[¢] They were not originally of fo catholick and chriftian {pirit in
Maflachufetts-Bay colony; the Maffachufetts firft fettlers left England,
becaufe of an oppreflive teft a&, notwithftanding (fuch is the nature of
zealous, furious bigotry and enthufiafin) upon their firft fercling, 1631,
in Maflachufetts was made a teft a@, that no perfon could be free of
the colony, who was not in full communion with fome of their charches
in the independent congregational model. Hefe we fee that priefts and
bigots of allreligions are naturally the fame ; the people of New-Eng-
land are become good chriftian catholicks.

[4) From Mzt. Gorton their leader, this feGtary is now loft or extinét;

it did not furvive Mr. Gorton, the father of the fect.
Several
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Several inhabitants of the Narr.aggnfet,coun,tx;yéh‘a,ying
petitioned the. bithop of London, and. the fociety for
propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, for a miflionary;
Mr. Mg. Sparren was appointed 1721, and Mr.,Ga;;gim{;
delivered his twenty acres which he had in pofieflion, to
the church of England incumbent. Mr. Guy before Mc.
Sparren’s time had been appointed miffionary, but foon
left it ; Mr. Mc. Sparren upon a writ of eje¢tment 1723
aganft Mumford for the 280 acres, grounded upon the
confirmation 1679, and the laying out 1693, the Qri-
ginal grant of 1668 being fecreted, was caft in two trials;
he appealed to the king.in council, but the {cociety for
‘propagating the gofpel refufing to meddle in the affair,
the matter refted, and Mumford kept poflfeflion. =~

The prefbyterian incumbent minifter, Mr Torrey, the
firft incumbent of ordination, brought an ation verfus
Gardiner for the twenty acres, but was caft; and Mr,
Mc. Sparren, the church of Englandincumbent, brought
and recovered ejectment againft Robert Hazard tenant
to Mr. Torrey. - B

1732, Mr. Torrey. brought an action of ejectment
againft Mumford ; both inferior and fuperior court gave
it for Mumford ; but upon Torrey’s appeal to the king
in council, thefe verdi¢ts were difallowed, and pofleflion
ordered to the incumbent Mr. Torrey, 1734—The
members of St. Paul’s church of England in Narragan-
fet, April 7,1735, addrefled the fociety for propagating
the gofpel, &c. for their affiftance in advice and expence
but to no purpofe.

1735, by advice from England, Mr. Torrey conveyed
the faid 280 acres which he recovered of Mumford, to
Peter Coggthal and five others in fee in truft for himfelf
and his {ucceflors in the prefbyterian miniftry : the faid
truftees leafed the fame to Hazard for a few years.

1739, the original deed of the minifterial land in Pe-
taquam{cut purchafe, which had been fecreted, coming
to light, Dr. Mc, Sparren in behalf of himfelf and fuc-
cefforsin St. Paul’s church of South-Kingfton, by the

‘ advice
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advice of " his laWyers; -capt.  Bull, col. Updike, and-
judge Auchmuty, -brings a new writ of ejectment againft’
Hazard, the-occupant or ténant of the faid 280 - acres;

was caft in the courts of Rhode-Ifland,  but allowed an

appeil to the king in councily which, for fome reafons

has not been entered; - nor'petitioned for a hearing.

For'the information of the curious, -of  after:times, I
fhall'here infért the vaLvaTIoN or quota of: each town-
fhip towards a publick colony-rate of 5000/, new tenor,
Anno 174g, \

Newport 825 |‘Gloucefter: 1 ﬁ%
Providence 550 | Charles-town: 95
Port{mouth- 276 | W. Greeniwich 79
Warwick 239.| Coventry 60
Wefteiley 270 |- Exeter 125
N. Shoreham 83 | Middletown 149
NotthKingfton 325 | Briftol 175
South Kingfton: 450 | Tiverton 140
Eaft Greenwich 125 [ Little Compton 167
James-town - 100 |} Warren 115
Smithfield _ 274 |'Cumberland 84
Scituate 132 } Richmond 64

The affair of currencies in general is left to the appen-
dix 5 at prefent we fhall only hint, that in the colony of
Rhode-Ifland from the votes of their general adembly, it
appears, thatin February 1749-50, their publick bills of
credit current were 525,335 /. O.T. (whereof upon funds
of taxes 135,335 /. the reft upon loan not to be finithed -
until 1762) which is fufficient to carry on the trade and
bufinefs of the colony even at their prefent depreciated
value ; and the prefentdefign of emitting 200,000/, O.T',
more upon loan, is not as a further medium of trade, but
a knavifh device of fraudulent debtors of the loan money,
to pay off their loans at a very depreciated value; the
threatnings of Connecticut government to prohibit the

- currency
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currency of Rhode-Ifland bills in cafe the Rhode-Ifland-
‘ers emit more, will be an advantage to the fraud; be-
caufe Rhode-lfland will then have fuch a drug of their
own and New-Hampthire bills as to render them of little
or no value, confequently a real debt or mortgage may.
be difcharged by a little or no value.

- In Attleborough Gore or Cumberland of this colony
are great variety of iron-rock ores, but unprofitable;
here we fhall give a fhort account of the metallick ores-
and minerals hitherto difcovered in New-England ; fee
p. 540. vol. L. : '

Mr. Baden, aningenious miner and effayer, not many
vears {ince, was fent over to New-England from Eng-
- land by a company of gentlemen in queft of metallick:
ores and minerals ; he found, 1. Iron ore, (both rock
and fwamp or bog ore) in plenty but not profitable. 2.
Lead ore near Merimack, and Souhegan rivers, but not
plenty, and fo intermixed with rock and fpar, that it is:
not worth working. 3. Copper ore in Sim{bury hills, in
the colony of Conneéticut, near Connecticut river; three
different companies (Belcher and Cafwel, Mr. Bowdoin
and company, Goffand company ; this laft was a bubble’
of Shodes) have wrought thefe mines with a confiderable
lofs, and for fome years have been negle¢ted ; Mr. Bel-
cher erected a fmelting furnace in Bofton for his copper
ore, but to no purpofe. 4. Silver ore in Dracut near
Merimack river; a furnace was erected in Bofton for
{meliing this ore, but the ore proved a cheat of col.
V—m’s, and all mifcarried.

In Attleborough Gore fome copper orewas intermixed:
with iron ore, which is a detriment to the iron ore, and
of no profit as to copper. '

We have fome alum-flate or ftone, but no falt
{prings, no pyrites of vitriol ftone, fuch asis found on
both fides of the river Thames along the Kentith and
Effex fhores in England, no lapis calaminaris. We
have plenty of feveral forts of earths, called boles or

okers,
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okers, fuch as black lead in Brimfield of Maffachufetts-
Bay near Conneéticut river, ruddle or red oker in many
places, and fome {mall quantities of yellow oker, which
1s the only valuable oker. \ .

Our only metallick ore at prefent under the improve-
ment is that cf iron, and may be reduced under the fol-
lowing heads. 1. Furnaces for fmelting of rock ore into
pigs; in Attleborough, now Cumberland, annexed lately
to the jurifdiction of Rhode-Ifland, were erefed at a
confiderable charge three furnaces ; the country was well
wooded for coal, but the ore proved not good or profita-
ble, and is neglected; they were of fome {mall ufe in the
late war in cafting of fmall canon, bombs, and bullets.
. Here is a magnetick iron ore, which yields a red fhot
iron, not good. 2. Smaller furnaces for fmelting of fwamp
“-or bog ore into hollow or caft ware, pots, kettles, &c.
which we can afford cheaper than from England . or
Holland. 3. Bloomeries, which from bog or fwamp
ore without a furnace heat, only by a forge hearth, re-
duce it into a bloom or femiliquidated lump to be beat
/into bars; commonly three tons of this ore yield one
ton of bar iron, much inferior to the bar manufac-
tured by the refiners of pig iron imported from the
New-York, Jerfies, Penfylvania and Maryland fur-
naces.

Col. Dunbar, late furveyor general of the woods in
America, anno 1731, reported to the board of trade
* and plantations, that in New-England were fix furnaces,
meaning hollow ware furnaces, and nineteen forges,
meaning bloomeries, for at that time we had no pig

furnaces, no pig refineries. .

In New-England, we have two flitting mills for nail
" rods, one in Milton eight miles from Bofton, and an-
other in Middleborough about thirty miles from Bofton,
- which are more than we have occafion for.© Our nailers
can afford fpikes-and large nails cheaper than from Eng-
land, but fmall nails not fo cheap. '

. RELicion,
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RELIGION, or rather the various religions inthe colony
of Rhode-Ifland. The Rev. Mr. Cotton Mather in a
folio hiftory of New-England, which he calls Magnalia,

" &c. writes, that anno 1695, (book VII. chap. 3. p.20.)
¢ Rhode-Ifland colony is a colluvies of Antinomians,
<’ Familifts, Anabaptifts, Antifabbaterians, Arminians,
¢ Socinians, Qﬁakers,x Ranters, and every thing but Ro-
<< man catholicks, and true chriftians; bona terra, mala
¢ gens,” he fhould have added fome Brownifts, inde-
pendents, and congregationalifts, but not formed into
focieties or congregations.

In this colony are no townfhip or parifh rates for the
fupport. of ecclefiafticks of any denomination ; only the
church of England miffionaries, minifters, and.{chool-
mafters have falaries from England by the {ociety for
propagating the gofpel in foreign parts ; and the congre-

- gatienalift minifter in Wefterly, as a miffionary amongft
the Narraganfet Indians, has an exhibition from an in-
corporated fociety in Scotland, called a fociety for pro-
pagating chriftian knowledge.

In the addrefs of the feveral plantations, fince united
by charter into one colony called Rhode-Ifland, to the
fupreme authority in England 1659, they call themfelves
a poor colony, ¢ an out-caft people, formerly from our
¢ mother nation in the bifhops days, and fince from
¢¢ the new Englith over zealous colonies.” '

Theplantations of Rhode-Ifland were originally fettled
by people privately whimfical in affairs of religion, An-

~ tinomians, rigid Brownifts, &c. Their firft embodied fo-

cieties of publick meeting were anabaptifts (the true en-,

- thufiafts were only tranfients or vagrants) and to this

day feem to have the majority in the colony.—In gene-
ral they differ from the other two .branches (prefbyteri-
ans and independents of the profeflions in, England tole-~
rated by licence) folely in their admitting only of adults
to baptifm, and that not by fprinkling, but dipping
or immerfion; private perfons among themfelves differ
in particular tenets, fuch as, it is unlawful to pray with
or
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or for any practical unbelievers—That human learning
is no way neceffiry for a gofpel-preacher—differences as
tograce and free-will, &com— ,

Some have no particular place of meeting or worfhip ;"
‘We thall give a more particulat account of the fectaries
amongft the anabaptifts in the digreffional article of Bri-
tith plantation fetaries in religious wortfhip: \

The quakers; perfecuted in Maffachufetts-Bay, " fir
came to Rhode-Ifland 1656, and feveral of the moft en-
thufiaftick amongft the anabaptifts joined with them ;
the congregational way did not take place until 1698 3
Mr. Honyman the firft fettled church of England mif-
fionary, fixed in Newport' of Rhode-Ifland 1706; he
wasl the fenior church of England miffionary, and died
lately.

The baptifts or anabaptifts of Providence, 1654, di-
vided into two feés concerning the effential neceflity of
laying on of hands (ordination) as a qualification in a
perfon to adminifter baptifm: the laying on of hands at
length generally obtained—There is a ftrict affociation
“of the ordination baptifts by itinerant yearly meetings

“all over New-England once a year.—1665, a bapuft
church or congregation was formed in the new planta-
tion of Wefterly, and generally embraced the feventh
day or faturday fabbath, and are at prefent a large fociety,
called fabbatarian baptifts—16%1, from the fabbatarian
baptift church of Newport fome drew off, and formed a
firft day fabbath church.

1720, in Newport was gathered a fociety in the con-
gregational way ; 1728, another church of congrega-
tionalifts proceeded from them ; their firft confiderable

" appearance, 'but without any place of publick worhip,
‘was 1698.—There is 2 congregational {fociety in Provi-
“dence, but do not thrive.—There is a congregational
meeting in South-Kingfton, which we have mentioned
at length in-the account of the minifterial lands of Peta-
quamicut.—There s a congregational church in Wefter-
ly, the minifter has an annual exhibition from the Scots
fociety
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fociety for propagating of chriftian knowledge amongft
the Narraganfet Indians as his province ; the fund was
partly the donation of the Rev. Dr. Williams of Loondon.
—There is a congregationalift fociety in Shoreham called
Block-Ifland.—And fome in townthips lately taken from
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, and annexed to the
colony of Rhode-Ifland. , ,
The church of England fociety for propagating the
gofpel in foreign parts, in this colony have four miffionary
minifters at Newport, S. Kingfton, Providence, and
Briftol, and occafional worfhip at Warwick and Wefterly; -
two {chool-mafters with falaries ; and lately in Newport
a catechift or fchool-mafter, a donation of their late col-
leétor of the cuftoms, Mr. Keys. ‘
Here is no prefbyterian congregation after the model
of the chur¢h of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, and the
French huguenots.
Many quaker meetings all over the colony. ‘
Civil officers are chofen indifferently out of every re-
ligious fociety ; fome years {ince Mr. Cranfton was con-
tinued governor many years as an impartial good man;
he did not affociate with any fect, and did not attend any
publick meeting ; as the charter grants an univerfal li-
berty of confcience, he was a keep-at home proteftant.
A {mall congregation of Jews, who worthip ata pri- -
vate houfe, where a clerk or fubordinate teacher regu-
larly officiated at all conftituted times.

A Digrefion concerning the various [eélaries in religion, in
the Britifh fettlement of North America.

With regard to religion, mankind may be diftinguifh-
ed into three general fects, 1. infidels, 2. feepticks, 3.
the religious, properly fo called, confifting of many pe-
culiar modes or {chemes of praétical devotion.

The religious are divided into chriftians, &c. there we
write concerning chriftians only. ;

‘ ‘The
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- The facred feriptures, called our BiBLE, is the magna
charta of all chriftian focieties ; this book or bible is a
moft valuable colleétion of moral precepts, fometimes
delivered in plain literal fentences, but generally by way
of myftery, fgble, allegory, allufion, and the like, as was
the manner of the eaftern fages and writers of thofe
times. I am a catholick chriftian, no libertine, no
enthufiaft, no bigot ; what I relate is purely hiftorical ;
bithop Tillotfon writes, ¢ the zealots of all parties hav
“ got a fcurvy trick of lying for the truth.” ;

t is the general opinion of politicians, that a proper
deference to a well regulated clergy is requifite in a com-
monwealth ; notwithftanding, and not inconfiftent with
this due deference, I may be allowed to make the fol-
lowing remarks concerning the converfions or propaga-
tion of chriftian knowledge among our American Indi-
ans : 1 fhall premife the obfervations of fome good men
who wete knowing in this matter, before the miffionary
focieties took place. (¢} '

" Mr. Elliot minifter of Roxbury near Bofton, with
much labour learnt the Natick dialeét of the Indian lan-
guages. He publifhed an Indian grammar, preached in

{e] At our firkt arrival among the American Indians, we found no
places and times of religious worfhip, only fome priefts called Pow-
owers, a kind of knavith cunning conjurers, like thofe in Lapland,
who pretend to converfe with familiar fpirits.

After fome years communication with the ncighbouring Indians,
thefe Indians of themfelves eftablithed fome good and natural regula-
tions; fuch as—If any man be idle a week, or at moft a fortnight,
he fhall pay five fhillings.—If an unmarried man fhall lie with a
young woman unmarried, he fhall pay twenty thillings.—Every
young man, not a fervant, fhall be compelled to fet up a wigwam
(2 houfe or hut) and plant for himfelf —If any woman fhall not
have her hair tied up, but hang loofe, or be cut as men’s hair, the
thall pay five fhillings.—Whoever fhall commit fornication, if 2 man,
thall pay 20 fhillings ; and if a woman, 10 fhillings.—None to beat
their wives, penalty 2o fhillings. The Powowers, are the Indian ph)f»
ficians as well as priefts ; any perfons inclinable to the chriftian reli-
gion, when fick, and weak minded, are ufed as we chriftians of dif-
terent fes of religion ufe one anoiher, that is, damn them if they do
not aflent to the faith of the prieft,

Vor. II. I Indian
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Indian to feveral of their tribes, and tranflated 1664 our
bible and feveral books of devotion into the faid Indian
language ; he relates feveral pertinent natural queries
of the Indians relating to our religion. Whether Jesus
CurisT, the mediator or interpreter, could underftand
prayers in the Indian language 2 How man could be the
image of Gop, fince images were forbidden in the fe-
cond commandment ? If the father be nought, and the
child good, why fhould Gop in the fecond command-
ment be offended with the child ? with many other in-
tricate queftions concerning our accounts of the creation
and the flood, particularly, how the Englith came to
differ fo much from the Indians in their knowledge of
Gop and Jesus CarisT, fince they had all at firft but
one father 2 Mr. Elliot was fo much approved of, that,
in relation to the Indians, in the alts of the general al-
fembly, the aéts run thus, ¢ By the advice of the faid
¢ magiftrates and of Mr. Elliot ;” Mr. Elliot travelled
into all parts of the Maffachufetts and Plymouth colo--
nies, even fo far as Cape-Cod.

Mr. Mayhew, a noted Englith evangelift, [ £] or itine-
rant miffionary among the Indians, more efpecially with
the Indians of Martha’s-Vineyard, Nantucket, and Eli-
zabeth iflands ; he learnt the Indian language, that he
might be in a capacity of inftruting the natives in the
chriftian faith ; his father had a kind of patent from
home, as proprietor and governor of thefe iflands.

All our miflionaries who have endeavoured the con-
verfion of the Indians, have been guilty of a grand fun-
damental miftake, which if not amended, will for ever
render their real converfion impracticable. The clergy

miffionaries began by inculcating the moft [¢] abftrufe

{/] Inhis voyage to England 1657, the veflel foundered at fea,
and he was loft.

{g] As it is generally apgreed amongft chriftians, that revelations,
and myfteries or miracles are ceafed ; religion is become a rational af-
fair, and ought to be taught in plain intelligible words. The bafis

and
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and myfterious articles of the chriftian religion. Mr. May-
hew in his journal, writes, ¢ That the Indians declared

of all religions and myfteries, is, the belief of the exiftence of a fu-
preme incomprehenfible seine, dire@or of the univerfe; this we can
mveftigate no other ways but by reafon : the Trin1TY ought to be
introduced by fome rational obvious analogies, fuch as: We offer our
praifes and prayers to the fupreme being, called Gop Tue FaTHER;
invited and encouraged thereto, from.the confideration of the divine
clemency and benevolence, that is, by the mediation of Gop THE
Son ; with the affiftance of the Divine SpiriT, Gop TrE HoLy
GaosT ; all three being the attributes of, or perfonated by one and
the fame Gop, and which we exprefs by three perfons in the god-
head : when the heathens come to underftand thefe expreflions, they
may be imprefled upon them in our ufual myftical terms’; but all ab-
ftrufe fanatical formulas and creeds, fuch as is the Athanafian creed,
ought never to be offered to them. '

The catechifms whereby we initiate our children and the Indian
heathen into the chriftian religion perhaps require caftigation. That
of the church of England in its firft queftions feems very low and filly,
adapted to a nurfe and her child, and may give the Indians a mean
opinion of our religion dottors.

Queftion. What is your name ?

Anfwer. A.B.

Queftion. Who gave you this name ?

An{wer. My godfathers and godmothers.

That of the Weftminfter aflembly of divines immediately enters
into the moft abftrufe articles of our religion.

How many perfons are there in the godhead ?

What are the decrees of God ?

Who is the redeemer of God’s elet?

What is effetual calling ?

" Good works ought inceflantly to be preached to the Indians. Free
will and predeftination ought not rafhly to be touched upon, accord-
ing to our notions of the prefcience and omnifcience of Gop. and of
the free agency of mankind which renders them accountable for their
actions ; they.are {fo much in’contraft, that to reconcile them is one of
the greateft myfteries of the chriftian or any other religion.

Their inftru@ion ought to be brief, and not verbofe ; not to meddle-
with the manifold fmall differences and controverfies among our fec-
taries, becaufe, as the conceptions, humours, and intereft of {everal
people are various, a gengral comprehenfion is impracticable in na-
ture. Only teach them that all religions are good which are con-
fitent with fociety ; that is, all religions are good, that teach men-
. to be good. Our attachment to peculiar ways of worfhip, is not

I2 ¢ the
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s« the difficulties of the chriftian religion were fuch as the
¢¢ Indians could not endure ; their fathers had made
¢ fome trial of it, but found it too hard for them,
*“ and therefore quitted it.” The fundamental catho-
lick articles of our religion are thort, fimple, and ea-
fily underftood by the meaneft capacity. 1. To adore
one fupreme being, in his agency of creating and
governing the univerfe. 2. To honour our natural
-parents, and all perfons in political authority (parents
of the country) over us. 3. To love our neighbours
as ourfelves. 4. To be merciful, even to brute beafts.
Whatever is inconfiftent with any of thefe, is irreli-
gion. ¢¢ What doth the Lord require of thee, but
“to do juftly, and to love mercy, and to walk

from any light within us; but is inculcated in our tender flexible
years, by our parents, nurfes, preceptors, priefts, and laws of ouz
countsy. Orthodaxy in religion is ambulatory ; upon a revolution,
the party that prevails is the orthodox.

All bigots or uncharitable idle fe&aries are difturbers of fociety,
(fuch are the Roman catholicks, the high-fliers of the church of Eng-
land, the covenanters or Cameronians of the kirk of Scotland, &c.)
and their ringleaders fall under the infpetion of civil authority, and
may without any imputation of perfecution upon account of religion,
by way of a falutary civil remedy, be fent to a mad-houfe or work-
houfe, to bring them to a right mind.

Some proper degree of learning or literature, adminifired to the
Indians, is requifite, not only to civilize them, bring them to our lane
guage and manners, but to render them lefs fubjeét to credulity and
tranticknefs in their devotions. The Roman catholick tenet of ignos
rance being the mother of devation, is meant only of a fuperftitious
devotion, not of a proper decent mode of worfthip.——1I do not join
avowedly with the free-thinkers, who from the maxim of Fruftra fit
per plura fay, that the intricate method of our redemption from
damnation and hellifh everlafting penances, by the omnipotent God,
might in 2 peremptory manner have been done by a fiat. ’

Myfteries, are properly deviations from the ordinary laws of na--
tare or providence : myfteries in moft {chemes of religion are uune-
ceffary, and too much multiplied : the flanding maxim ought to be,
Nec Deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus. Human laws and fanc~
tions cannot extend to numberlefs human vices and wickedneffes;
therefore divine rewards and punifhments of a God who knows in
fecret ought to be inculcated. S

. humb}y
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¢« humbly with God.” The few credenda, or articles of
faith in any fcheme of practical religion ; the lefs intricate,
more comprehenfive, and confequently not fubje& to
{plit into feltaries : all enthufiaftical or juggling fchemes
of devotion are a nufance; the Wh—lId (an infignificant
perfon, but a happy dramatick actor of enthufiafm) new-
lights, pretend to know one another at firlt fight as
much as if they were of the order of free-mafons.

In former times, before hired miflionaries from incor-
porate focieties took place, the voluntier provincial
miffionaries, viz. Mr. Elliot, Mr. Mayhew, &c. of New-
England, who believed what they taught, were of exem-
plary good life, and fpared no fatigue, and were of great
fervice in civilizing our intermixed Indians, though their
faith was not ftrong enough to carry them out among
the tribes of our adjacent wildernefs Indians. We have
fcarce any account to give of the late miffionaries from
the three feveral focieties now fubfifting for propagating
of chriftian knowledge amongft the wild Indians, or
men of the woods, as the French call them. The Albany
church of England miffionary fometimes vifits the ad-
Jacent tribe of Mohawk Indians of the Iroquois nation.
The congregationalift miffionaries from the New-Eng-
land fociety in London upon the New-England frontiers
at Gorges, Richmond and Fort-Dummer, a& only as
chaplains to thefe fmall garrifons of ten or a dozen men
each. Mr. [4] Brainerd, a late miffionary upon the fron-

[4) The rev. Mr. Brainerd, a miffionary from the Scot’s fociety
to the Indians upon the rivers of Delaware and Sefquahanna, was a
true and zealous mifionary, giving allowances for his weak entha-
fiattick turn of mind. In his printed book, Philadelphia 1745, con-
cerning the Indian converfions, * at a diftance with my bible in my
“ hand, I was refolved if pofiible, to fpoil their fpirit of Powowing,
* and prevent their receiving an anfwer trom the infernal wosld.” In
the year 1744, he rode about 4coo miles to and fro among the In-
dians, fometimes five or fix weeks together, without {eeing a white
man ; he had three houfes of refidence at diftances in the Indian coun-
tries. Is there any miffionary from any of the focieties for propagating
the gofpel in foreign parts; that has reported the like ? .

: I3 tiers
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tiers of the Jerfies and Penfylvania upon the exhibition
of the Scot’s fociety for, propagating chriftian know-
ledge, feems to have been the only minifter who faith-
fully performed the fervice of an Indian miffionary.
In all royal charters, and proprietary grants of colonies
in Britith North- America, one of the principal defigns is
faid, to be the converfion of the Indians by good inftruc-
tion and an exemplary good life : the miffionaries from
the fociety do not in the leaft attempt the converfion of
the Indians, becaufe it requires travel, labour, and hard-
fhips ; and the Britifh people in general, inftead of chrif-
tian virtues, teach them European vices: for inftance,
by introducing the ufe of intoxicating liquors, for private
profit, they difpenfe more ftrong liquor than gofpel to
the Indians ; and thus have deftroyed, and continue to
deftroy perhaps more Indians, than formerly the Spa-
niards did, by their inhuman and execrable cruelties,
under the name of converfions ; the Spaniards deftroyed
only their bodies, we deftroy body and mind. Mr.
Mayhew'in his journals writes, that the Indians told
him, that, ¢¢ they could not obferve the benefit of chrif-
< tianity, becaufe the Englifh chriftians cheated them of
< their lands, &c. and the ufe of boocks made them
¢ more cunning in cheating.” In his Indian itineraries,
he ¢ defired of Ninicroft, fachem of the Narraganfet
¢¢ Indians, leave to preach to his people ; Ninicroft bid

Enthufiam in the Roman Catholick miffionaries is encouraged by
their church and flates; it prompts them (fome as merit, fome as
penance) to endure all manner of hardfhips towards promoting, not
- only their religion, but alfo their trade and national intereft with the
Indians. Religious fuperftitions, by falling in with the weak and en-
thufiaftick natural propenfities of mankind, are very powerful ; butin -
time ought to be reitified, as reafon gets the better of ‘thefe human
infirmities, - As frong reafoning is not accommodated to the bulk of
mankind, credulity or revelation is a more ealy poffeffion of the
mind ; without revelation a man is quite at a lofs, from whence he
came, for what purpofe he exifts, and where he is to go when he
ceafes to live: there is a firong propenfity in human nature to reli-
gion ; fome abandoned politicians make a wrong ufe of this, to pro-
jnote their wicked defigns, ambitions, and interefts.

¢ him
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<« him go and make the Englith good firft, and chid
<« Mr. Mayhew [:] for hindering him from his bufinefs
¢« and labour;” in another place Mr. Mayhew writes,
«¢ the: Mohog Indians told him, that they did believe in
¢ God, and worfhip him, but as feveral nations had their
< diftin@ ways of worfhip, they had theirs, which they
¢ thought a ‘good way.” The Indians were entirely
wanting in any fet form of religious devotional worfhip.

Seeing the religion miffionaries negle¢t the converfion
of the Indians, and take no further care than with re-
lation to their falaries or livings, and of being ftationed
in the moft opulent towns, which have no more commu-
nication with the favage Indians, than the city [£] of
London has; the refpetive governments upon the
continent of America ought to contrive fome method of
civilizing the Indians, which will be atttended with
many confiderable advantages. 1. Our own tranquillity.
2. Our Indian f{kin and fur trade. 3. By rendering
them ferviceable to us in our agriculture and navigation
thus a too great importation of foreigners may be
avoided. In Penfylvania has been a vaft importation
of Palatines, Saltfburghers, and other foreigners. By
a late letter from a gentleman of Philadelphia, a man
of veracity, penetration, and authority in the pro-
vince of Penfylvania, I am informed ; (this I publith
with relation to thofe gentlemen, who feem inadver-

- [£] This faying of Ninicroft’s was very applicable to Mr, Wh—Id,
a late vagrant dramatick enthufiaft in North-America: H—ly of the
oratory, fo called in London ; an ecclefiattical mountebank ; and fuch
like impoftors, ought to be animadverted upon; they are a fcandal
and reproach to the chriftian religion.

[#] As to the converfion of Indians, they make it a fine-cure, or only
a name or free gift, and may be enjoyed any where to the fame ad-
vantage. As an hiftorian upon the place of obfervation, I could not
avoid (without fufpicion of partiality) reprefenting thefe mifapplica-
tions in a true and proper light, being a publick affair; I do not
meddle with the perfonal charadter of any miffionary ; if the bithop’s

commiffary has any authority, it is his office and care ; I avoid being
officious. ‘ '

1 N tently
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tently to infift upon the introducing of floods of for-
eigners among us:) .

"« That the Germans in all probability, allowing for
< progrefs of time, will be poffefled of the chiefeft and
< moft valuable of our lands; by their induftry and
« penurious way of living, get rich where others ftarve.
¢«« The Irith were fettled this fide of Sefquahanna river
¢ muny years before the Dutch (meaning the high Dutch
<« or Germans) came among us, and wherever they had
¢ a good plantation, the Dutch bought it from them.
¢s At prefent the Irith families are but here and there on
<< this fide of the faid river; they move to the weftward
<¢ of the river ; the Dutch follow them, and by offering
« high prices for their lands, the Irifh quit, and go far-
< ther ; the Dutch by their fuperior induftry and fruga-
« lity may out the Britith people from the province."
This province by importation of foreigners does at pre-
fent, in fencible Men, very near equal all the Englifh or
Britith militia, in the Englith or Britith continent of
America; in cafe of a French or Dutch war, thefe Dutch
or German foreigners by herding or fettling together,
retaining and propagating the language and differences
in religious worfhip ; upon a difcontent or difaffection
(better we never had one toreign family fettled among us)
may become not only a ufelefs, but a pernicious body. -

The miffionaries from the fociety in London for pro-
pagating the gofpel, &c. call all diffenters, the fepara-
tion : Mr. Hobart, [/] a late noted congregational writer,
fays, this fociety and their miffionaries are epifcopal fe-
paratifts ; both fides are notorioufly in the error. William
George, D. D. dean of Lincoln, in his late fermon be-
fore the fociety for propagating the gofpel, &c. fays,
« Circumftances in worfhip, in their nature variable,
<< are left to be determined by the difcretion of thofe,

*[/] Mr. Hobart (perhaps from party-prejudice) a gentleman of
learning and application, has fallen into a very grofs miftake, viz.
That the church of England is a feparation of New-England. Before
the union of the two kingdoms of Great-Britain 1707, the ecclefiaf-

' - ¢ whofe
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¢ whofe bufinefs it is to fee that all things be done
¢ decently and in order.”

There are in Great-Britain three incorporated pious
focieties [m] for propagating chriftian knowledge. I thall
here give fome account of them, with relation to the
Britith North-Aunerica fettlements,

I. Anno 1659, the parliament of England encouraged
the propagation of the gofpel among the Indians in New-
- England and parts adjacent ; and enacted a corporation,
confifting of a prefident, treafurer and fourteen affiftants,
called, The prefidentand fociety for propagating the gof-
pel in New-England and parrs adjacent ; that the com-
miffioners for the united colonies of New-England for
the time being, fhall have power to difpofe of the faid
monies of the corporation. By a collection in virtue of
an act of parliament, in all the parifhes of England, was
colletted a confiderable fum, which purchafed a confide-
rable land eftate. Upon the reftoration, their charter
was deemed void, and col. Beddingfield, a Roman catho-
lick military officer, who had fold lands to this fociety,

tical conflitution of the Englifh American plantations, was (Roman
catholicks excepted) a general toleration of ail chriftian profeflions
without any preference. In the treaty for this union, it was natarally
agreed by the commiffioners, and afterwards confirmed in perpctuity,
by adts of both parliaments ; viz.- that the church of England was to be
deemed the eftablifhed church, with the eftablifhed toleration, in all
the formerly Englith colonies, by this expreflion, “ and territories
*¢ thereto (to England) belonging.” I cannot account for the reverend
Mr. Hobart's lapfe into that fophiftical fchool-boy evafion, that the
territqries thereto belonging, is meant of the Jerfey iflands only. but
not of the plantations ; the a& of uniformity, 1558, 1. Eviz. is out
of the queftion, becaufe at that time we had no plantations, therefore
I fhall not adduce it. In the ftri® a& of uniformity 14 Car 1 II;
there is no addition of territories thereto belonging, (the Jerfey iflands
at that time belonged to England) all the charter and proprictary
grants had a claufe of a general liberty of confcience (Roman catho-
licks excepted) in their colonies, to encourage fettlers of all fettaries ;
becaufe an exclufive uniformity occafions much diftraction and confu-
fion among the good chriftians of {everal denominations, and might
have been an obfrution to the fettlements.

{m] See vol. I. p. 231. was
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was advifed to feize them as being an illegal purchafe,
and under value. The members of the fociety follicited
K. Charles II. for a new charter, which they obtained,
dated Fabruary 7, 14 Carol. II'; ordaining that for ever
hereafter within the kingdom of England, there thall be
a fociety or company, for propagation of the gofpel in
New-England and the parts adjacent in America. The
firft nominated members were of the higheft rank and
ftations at court; their fucceffors to be chofen by the fo-
ciety, but never to exceed the number of forty five. In
chancery they recovered Mr. Beddingfield’s land. Ro-
bert Boyle, Efq. was appointed the firft governor; upon
his deccafe. Robert Thompfon was elected ; and upon
his death Sir William Afhurft of London, alderman.
The prefent governor is Sir Samuel Clark, baronet, who
fucceeds his father Sir Robert Clark, baronet, The
whole revenue of the corporation is 500 1. to 600. 1. fterl.
per-ann. at prefent they exhibit fmall but well placed fa-
laries to fcveral miffionaries Englith and Indians; and
appoint commiffioners in New-England to manage this
charity. There was a benefattion of the good and
honourable Robert Boyle, Efq. of go l. fterl. per ann.
to this corporation ; another of Dr. Daniel Williams, a
diffenting minifter of London 3 he left to the corporation
the reverfion of a real eftate upwards of 100 I fterl. per

ann. which fell to them 1746; the claufe of his will
concerning it is:

¢« I give to Mr. Jofeph Thompfon and the reft of the
¢ fociety for New-England, my eftate in Effex, called,
¢« Tolfhent, Becknam Mannor, or by any other name,
¢«¢ which I bought of Mrs. Hannah Fox, alias Bradley,
¢ with all the profits and advantages, belonging to me
«¢ after the death of the faid Fox, now Brandley, as long
¢¢ as the faid fociety or corporation thall continue ; upon
¢< condition, that 60 l. per ann. thall be allowed between
< two well qualified perfons, as to piety and prudence, to
¢ be nominated fucceflively by my truftees, to preach as

5¢ itinerants
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<¢ itinerants in the Englith plantations in the Weft-Indies,
«¢ and for the good of what pagans and blacks lie neglec-
¢ ted there. And the remainder to be paid yearly to the
«¢ college of Cambridge in New-England, or fuch as are
«¢ ufually employed to manage the blefled work of con-
¢ verting the poor Indians there ; to promote which, I
<¢ defign this part of my gift. But if my truftees be
¢¢ hindered from pominating the faid itinerants, under
<¢ pretence of any f{tatute in New-England, or elfewhere,
¢« | give the faid 60 1. per ann. to the faid college in
¢ New-England, to encourage and make them capable
‘¢ to get conftantly {ome learned profeffor out of Europe
« to refide there, and fhall be of their own nomination,
¢ in concurrence with the minifter of the town of Bofton,
¢ in the faid New-England. : '

¢« And if the aforefaid fociety or corporation fHall
* happen to be diffolved, or be deprived of their prefent
¢¢ privilege ; my will is, and I hereby give the faid man-
¢ nor, with all the profits and advantages, to the faid
< town of Bofton, with the minifters thereof, to benefit
¢ the faid college, as above, and to promote the conver-

o
¢¢ fion of the poor Indians.”

II. The ftate of the fociety in Scotland for propagating
chriftian knowledge. This fociety began 1700; by
queen Anne’s letter patent 1709 they were incorporated :
py donations at prefent, 1750, they are enabled to main-
tain 136 fchools, in which are educated above 7000
children of both fexes ; and from its firft ereGtion to this
time, it has been the means of inftru&ting about 50,000
children of both fexes. - This fociety by a new patent,
1738, are allowed to inftru&t their chidren in hufbandry
and handicrafts.—By their firft patent they were allowed
to extend their care to places abroad, particularly to the
Indians on the borders of New-York, New-Jerfeys, and
Penfylvania; the New-England fociety were fuppofed
to have the miffionary charge of New-England.  They
have contributed to a college lately erected in the New-
Jerfeys. IIL. June
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1II. June 16, 1701, King William incorporated a
fociety with perpetual fucceffion, by the name of the
fociety for propagating the golpel in foreign parts, to be
accountable annually to the lord high chancellor, lord
chief juftice of the king’s bench, and lord chief juftice of
the common pleas. Every year fome new members are
admitted, to affift the fociety with their good counfels
and fubfcriptions ; the prefent members are about 230,

The miffions with the refpective falaries at this time, are
I

NewrounprLanp.  l.|School-mafter 15
Trinity-Bay go|Fairfield 50
St. John’s 50|New-London 6o
School- mafter 10|Groton fchool 5

, Newton 50
MassacuuseTTs-Bay. |Simfbury 30
Bofton 70| Norwalk 20
Newbury 60| Darby 20
Marblehead 60| New-England Itinerant 70
Salem 40

Braintree 6o Nzw-York.
Scituate 40| New-Chefter 50
Hopkinton 60| School-mafter 10
New-York fchool-mafter 15

New-HampsHIRE. Jamaica 50

Port{mouth and Kittery ~5|Hampftead 50
Catechift 10
RuopE-IsLanD. School-mafter 10
Newport and Catechift 8o{New-Rochelle 50
Narraganfet & Warwick roo|Rye 50
Providence 60{School-mafter I
School-mafter 10| Oyfter-Bay {choolmafter 10
Briftol 60|Brook-haven 50
Staten-Ifland 50
ConnEcTICUT, School-mafter 15
Stratford 70| New-Windfor 30
Carechift 10! Albany and Mohawk so0

NEW".
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NEew-JERSEY. li  NorTH-CaARrROLINA.
Elizabeth town 50| Itinerant north diftri® 50
Catechift ‘10 fouth diftrict 50
Amboy 6o
Burlington 60 SouTH-CAROLINA.
Monmouth county 60}{St. Thomas 30
Salem , 6ol St. Andrew’s 50
Shrew{bury fchool 10| St. George’s 30
Newark 50 St, Paul’s 30

St. Helen’s 30
PensyLvania, St. John’s 30
New-caftle 70| St. James 30
Lewis 60| St. Bartholomew - 30
Apaquiminick =~ 60| Prince Frederick - 30
Chefter 60| Chrift’s church 30
Schoolmafter 10 ,
Oxford 6o Georcia.
Periquihame 60| Savannah 50
Kent county 60
Itinerant of Penfylvania and Banamas.,
Jerfey 50l Providence. 6o

Salaries to miffionaries, catechifts, fchool-mafters,
and officers of the fociety, are an annual expence of
about 3540 L. fterl. Part of the fund for this, is yearly,
by benefations, legacies, and entrances (at five guineas
each) of new members - - 1600 1.

Yearly payments of {ubfcribers o 600

Rents of lands, and dividends in the ftocks 317

Ten pounds fterling in books are allowed to each
miffionary as a library ; and five pounds in devotional
books and traés to be diftributed, fuch as bibles, com-
mon-prayers, whole duty of man, &c.

This fociety have the direction of two other feparate
charitable funds. 1. The negroe fund, which at prefent
may amount to 3000 l. fterl. principal in old S.S. an-

nuities ; their yearly donations are very inconfiderable.
‘ There
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There are two miffionaries as catechifts of negroes, one
at New-York 50 1. fterl. per ann. another at Philadel-
phia at 50 I. fterl. per ann. 2. The Barbadoes eﬁat?,
which is appropriated to particular ufes mentioned in
general Codrington’s will ; fuch as, a catechift to the
negroes in the fociety’s plantations in Barbadoes, 70 1.
fterl. Sundries for a college in Barbadoes, called Cod-
rington’s college, a fchool-mafter, an ufher, a profeffor
of philofophy and mathematicks, &c. :

Towards the new fettlement of Nova-Scotia, the
fociety refolve to fend over fix miffionaries and {ix fchool-
mafters, to prevent the new fettlers being perverted to
popery, by the prefent French popith fettlers.  Our new
fettlers have not the leaft communication with the French
fettlers 3 and perhaps in the town of Halifax and Gar-
rifon, there are no profefled papifts to be found; a
parochial ‘minifter, with the chaplains belonging to the
troops, and the congregational minifter from New-
England for the ufe of the New-England emigrants,
may be fufficient. B

The {ociety for propagating the gofpel in foreign parts
is a very good, pious, and moft laudable defign ; but
the execution thereof in Britith North-America is much
faulted [#]. '

[#] It is a profane faying of fome; ‘he who meddles with the
clergy, puts-his hand into a neft of wafps or hornets :"* but as this fo-'
ciety in their yearly abftralls, requeft that people in America, who
upon the {pot have opportunities of obferving what relates to the ex-
ecution of this pious chriftian exhibition, may reprefent: as it falls
in the courfe of this American hiftory, without being reckoned offi-
cious or prefuming, I may be allowed to make thefe remarks....In
fhort, the civilizing and chriftianizing of the heathens, which with us
are the aboriginal American Indians, and the imported negroe flaves,:
feems naturally to be the principal care of miffionaries; the quakers
ob_{'erye, that good falaries called livings, in a fort of fine-cure, is the
principal concern of the miffionaries ; itinerancies and converfions of
the heat-hen is too laborious, and does not anfwer their intention.

Dr. Lifle, bifhop of St. Afaph, in his fermon February 19, 1747-8y.
before the fociety, fpeaking of Romifh Portugal miffionaries in Afia,

1. Any
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1. Any indifferent man could not avoid imagining
that by propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, was
meant, the converfion of natives of fuch parts as the
royal charters and proprietary grants of our plantations,
enjoin the civilizing and converfion of the Indians by
dottrine and example: It is aftonithing to hear fome of
thefe miffionaries and their friends, indifcreetly affirm,
that this was no part of the defign, becaufe not expreflcd
in ftrong terms in their charter. King William, the
granter of the charter, cannot be imagined to have
meant, that the expulfion or elbowing out fober orthodox
diflentets was the principal intention thereof, though at
prefent, their chief practice ; there is not one miffionary
(the Albany and Mohawk miffionary excepted) that takes
the lealt notice of the Indians ; the fociety, fenfible of this
negled, in their lateft miffion, that of Mr. Price for Hop-
kinton about 30 miles inland from Bofton, is particu-
larly inftructed, to endeavour the propagation of the
chriftian religion among the neighbouring Indians.

The practice of the prefent miflionaries, is to obtain a
miffion to our moft civilized and richeft towns where are
no Indians, no want of an orthodox chriftian miniftry,
and no Roman catholicks, the three principal intentions

from a fociety called de propaganda fide, fays, ¢ They fettle them-
“¢ felves in nations which are chriftians already, and under pretence
*“ of converting the infidels, which are among them, their chief
bufinefs feems to be, the perverting of chriftians themfelves from
their ancient faith, and to draw them over.” N.B. No prefbyterian
or congregationalift could have wrote in ftronger terms, with regard
to our prefent miffionaries.—As to the converfion of the Indians not
being their care, we find it not fo underfiood in the excellent fer-
mons preached before the fociety from time to time ; in many of their
anniverfary fermons, the preacher fays, that the diret aim of the
fociety, is the propagation of chriftianity abroad, among the barba-
rous nations of America.—In fuch parts of the world, as have not
yet been enlightened by the gofpel, or are in danger of having this
light extinguithed.

In the charter from the parliament of England 1659, the firft pre.
fident of the corporation was judge Steel, and the firit treafurer was
Mr. Henry Afhurft, which fhould have been mentioned before,

of

s

€5
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of their miffion. They feem abfurdly to value themfelves
upon the diverfion (I do not fay perverfion) of the prefby-
terians.and congregationalifts. All men have a laudable
veneration for the religion of their anceftors, and the
prejudices of education are hardly to be overcome j
why then fhould a perfon who peaceably follows the
orthodox allowed or tolerated way of his forefathers,
be over-perfuaded to relinquifh it, confidering that by an
interceding wavering, the man may be overfet and fink
into infidelity ? They feem to value themfelves more
upon this, than upon the converfion of a heathen to our
civil national intereft, and to chriftianity, or the refor-
mation of a Roman catholick, as is much wanted in
Maryland 5 or preferving the Britith extract from run«
ning into infidelity, as in North-Carolina.

2. In their charter it is faid, that-in feveral of the
colonies and . factories beyond the feas, the provifion is
very mean in fome, and in many others none at all for .
the maintenance of orthodox minifters ; therefore the fo-
ciety is eftablifhed for the management of fuch charities
as fhall be received for this ufe. So it is, their miffi«
onaries are not ftationed in fuch poor out towns, butin
the moft opulent, beft civilized and chriftian towns of the
provinces ; that is, in all the metropolis towns of the
colonies, and other rich and flourithing towns, well
able to fupport, and in fa& do fupport orthodox mi-
nifters.

In all our colonies (Rhode-Ifland excepted) there is a
parochial provifion for an orthodox gofpel miniftry :
Dr. Bray, a very zealous promoter of this fociety, writes,
that in the colonies of Maffachufetts and Conne&icut,
there was no need at all of miffionaries.

In the latter years of queen Anne’s adminiftration,
perhaps, the defign of this charity was perverted from
the original defign of converting the heathens, preferving
of religion among our out plantations, not able to main-
tain a gofpel miniftry, and preventing a popith influence :

4 o it
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it was converted to a defign of withdrawing the tolerated
fober religious diffenters to a conformity with the (then)
high church [¢] ; a manuduétion to popery, and the in-
troduction of a popifh pretender to the crown: but as
by the happy fucceffion of the prefent proteftant family,
-all hopes of this kind are vanithed ; it is in vain and
-will anfwer no end, for any party of men to foment
divifions among good chriftians. I have a very great
regard for all good minifters of the chriftian gofpel, and
-have no private or particular refentment againft any
-miflionary ; but as an impartial hiftorian, I could not
avoid relating matters of fatt for the information of per-
fons conicerned, who by reafon of diftance and other
bufinefs, cannot be otherways informed,

In the charter, the propagation of the church of Eng-
land is not mentioned ; the expreffions are general [p].
“ An orthodox clergy,—Propagation of the chriftian
¢ religion or gofpel in foreign parts.” Therefore the
miflionaries ought to be men of moderation, that is, of
general charity and benevolence, confidering alfo that
_ manydiffenters have contributed to this charity, and are

‘worthy members of the fociety. Fiery zealots [4] are a
‘detriment to the defign of the fociety, :

[o] Whigs and tories or high-church originally were only diverfities
of fentiments concerning the hierarchy or government of the church :
afterwards by defigning men, they were ufed to influence po]itical af-

“fairs: the popith and Jacobitely inclined ranged themfelves with the
tories or high-church ; the true proteftant fober moderate revolutioners,
jealous of a French influence, were called whigs. .

[#) Becaufe at that time all orthodox proteftant ways of worfhip,
were equally tolerated. In their abftra&t publifhed Feb. 1749-50, p. 43.
concerning Conneticut, (itis the fame inall the charterand proprietary

-grants of colonies) it is faid. * Thatby charterthere is a general tole-
ration of chriftians of all denominations, except papifts, without an
eftablithment of any one fort.”’ .

(4] Zealots of all denominations, as it is obferved, if among the
common people, are of the meaneft knowledge, that is, they are the
weakelt of men, and the weaker fex or women in general ; if among
politicians, they are of the deepeft wicked defigns. I cannot avoid
inftancing the adminiftration in the laft years of queen Anne’s reign,

Vor, I K By
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By grofs impofitions upon the worthy and laudable
fociety, their charity and chriftian benevolence s egre-
gioufly perverted. I fhall mention 2 few inftances. 1,
in the large and not well civilized province of North-
Carolina, that country being poor and unhealthful, mif.
fionaries were not fond of being fent thither, though for
many years they had no gofpel minifter of any deno-
mination amongft them, and did degenerate apace to-
wards heathenifm [7] ; when at the fame time the well
civilized and chriftianized colonies of New-Englandwere
crouded with miffionaries. Lately two miffionaries (no

they pafled an a& for building fifty additional churches in London,
In all countries where liber:y of confcience ‘is amicably tolerated (that
is without anidle curfing and damning, from their pulpits, 3ll tole-
rated diffenters,) the eftablithed church will filently and graduall
fwallow up all fe@aries ; the young people or rifing generation’ will
chufe to be in the fafhionable or eftablifhed way; their elders, am-
bitious of pofts and honours, will conform ; thisis a natural converfien
to the church eftablithed. Many miffionaries, fettled among fober or-
thodox diflenters, by their immoderate indifcreet zeal for their own
way, inftead of fmoothing by brotherly love, by a diabolical rancons
‘eftrange them from the eftablithed church: I gave one inftance of this,
vol, I. p. 2:8, concerning 2 miflionary advancing the invalidity of
all baptifms adminifired by perfons not epifcopally ordained I fhall
here bring another inftance, from a miflionary fome years fince, who
occafionally preaching in the king’s chapel of Bofton, faid, that he would
rather chufe to err with the church asit’ was 200 years ago (times of
high popery) than &c. In a {ubfequent fermon by the ingenious and
worthy Mr. Harris, king’s chaplain, he was chaftifed, ,

[#] Not many years fince, fome loofe clergymen of the neighbouring
province of Virginia, attimes, in a frolick, made a tour in North-Ca-
rolina, and chriftened people of all ages at —— per head, and madea
profitable trip ofit, asthey exprefled it. "

Mr. Hall, lately appointed miffionary for the north diftri}, writes,
that anno 1749, he baptized 1282 perfons. Mr. Moir of the fouth
diftri€t, cannot give an exactaccount of all the perfons he hath bap-
tized in hisjournies, for want of a perfon to dount them (fee abftrat
for 1749, p, 48.) who have, he thinks, fometimes amounted to more
than 1co perfons inone day. Thefe two miffionaries were with fome
difficulty obtained by the folicitation of the prefent governor of North-
Carolina ; he wrote, ** ‘That they had no minifters or teachers of any
¢ denomination, and withoutfome due care be taken, the very foot-
¢ fleps of religicn willin a fhort time be wore outthere,”
‘ more)
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more) have been fent to North-Carolina; one to itine-
rate on the fouth fide of Neufe river, the other on the
north fide of thatriver. 2. One claufe in their charter s,
« forthe inftruction of thofe whoare in danger of being
<¢ perverted by Roman priefts and jefuits to their fu-
<« perftition ;” this i1s in no refpett the café in the co-
lonies of New-England, the moft crouded with thefe
miffionaries. Maryland is our only continent colony,
affeCted with popery, and where the parochial minifters
{eem not to attend their converfien or reformation ; thus
the papifts and difloyal are indulged or overlooked, and
one would imagine that the principal defign has been
to pervert the proteftant loyal diffenters, confidering
that the miffionaries with the largeft falaries generally
ftationed in the very loyal, the beft civilized and moft
opulent towns of the colonies, are well able and
in fa& do fufficiently fupport a proteftant orthodox gof-
-pel miniftry. 1 fhall ohly inftance the town of Bofton,
the place of my refidence, the metropolis of all the Bri-
tith American colonies ; in Bofton are many congrega-
tions of fober good orthodox chriftians of {everal deno-
minations, particularly two congregations of the church
of England ; their rectors very good men and well en-
dowed by their refpeétive congregations, befides a king’s
chaplain, fo called, with a falary of 100 /. fterl. per ann.
from Great Britain: a fuperb coftly church equal to
many [s] cathedrals, is now building by the church

[s] Extrat from the Bofton Independent Advertifer, No. 8s.

Laft Friday being the 11th day of Augnft 1749, the N.E. corner
flone of the king’s chapel in this town, now re-building, was con-
fecrated and laid with great ecclefiaftical pomp and folemnity, and at
about eleven the proceflion began from the province houfe. —- Firft,
his ex —l—cy our go——or, with the rev. Mr. C—r at his right
hand, and the rev. Mr Br-—k-—ell at his left hand preceeded, then
the church wardens, and veftry, followed by about twenty-five
couple of the principal friends of the church; when the proceflion
came to the church-yard, hisex—I—cy, fupported by two chaplains,
defcended the trench where the ftone which was dedicated to GO D
was laying at the north-eaft corner.——On this flone the go—or
knocked three or four times with a mafon’s trowel, (juft the number

K 2 of
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of England men: yet, notwithftanding, this moft
‘exceilent and laudable charity is mifapplied [#] by
ftationing in Bofton a fuperfluous ‘miffionary at the
charge of feventy pounds fterling, per annum, be-
fides the allowance from his congregation. The
bithop of St. David’s in his fermon before the fociety

of raps archbithop Laud gave to the door of St. Catherine’s creed
church ‘at his memorable confecration of it) fome devout expreflions
were then dropt by the chaplain. The go——or then afcended the
ladder with the two clergymen ; and this part of the ceremony being
ended, his ex—l-—cy and the reft of the company in the fame manner
they walked from the province-houfe, entered the king’s chapel,
where was a fermon, very properly adapted to fuch an occafion, deli- .
wvered by the rev. Mr. C—r, from the fecond chapter of Nehemiah and
the twentieth verfe, thofe words of the verfe, * The God of heaven,
¢ he will profper us, therefore we his fervants, will arife and build”—
The words that follow the text are—¢* But you have no -portion, nor
¢ right, nor memorial in Jerufalem.” A hymn of praife concluded
the folemnity—The Latin infcription upon the corner ftone isas follows:

Quod felix fauftumgq; fit
Ecclefiz et reipublice
Hunc lapidem D E O facrum,
Regiz capellz
! . Apud Boftonium Maffachufettenfium
’ Reftauratz atque auétz fundamentum
Pofuit, Gulielmus Shirley,
Provinciz prafeétus,
Augufti 11mo, anno falutis 1749.

Some Zoilus, incontraft, has produced a couplet from our Englith
poet Mr. Pope :
Who builds a church to God, and not to fame,
Will never mark the marble with his name.

{t] Well may the {ociety complain of their funds being infufficient.
I do not fay, thatfuch mifapplicationsmay in part be the occafion, that
laft year, the benefations and legacies amounted to no more than
7314, ferl. whereas formerly they amounted from 2coo0 to 3000/
fterl. perann, even in years when they had no royal briefs: if the
number of miflionaries are leflened, fee abfira 1749, and properly
ftationed, there will be no reafon for complaint ; I heartily with this
good fociety may go on and profper, and not be impofed upon by
their miflionaries; it is not at prefent rich enough’ to beftow fine
cures. . '

4 in
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in Feb. 1749-50, in a few words exprefles the original
defign of the fociety, ¢ An oppottunity is prefented
¢ both among the plain and fimple Indians, and amon
¢ the unhappy negro flaves—an utter extinction (mean-
¢ ing in North-Carolina) of chriftianity was noabfurd
““¢ or groundlefs apprehenfion [#].”

(#] Confidering the flow advances which the proteftant religion, and
a {pirit of induftry had made among the common people of Ireland,
and parochial minifters or clergy not anfwering ; by charter Feb. 6,
1731, afociety was incorporated for erecting proteftant working fchools
in feveral parts of Ireland, the popith children to be kept apart from
their popifh parents, and fubfifted in vi€tuals and cloathing : not to be
admitted under 6 ®t. or above 10 t. From 1731 to 1748 have been
admitted 885 children, whereof 509 have been apprenticed.: In pur-
fuance of this charity, 1749, the {chaols already opened were thirty,
in building eleven ; more projefted three. The annual expence of
maintaining near goo children their prefent complement, including fa-
laries to mafters, miftrefles, and other incident charges, isonly 4,435/
fterl. which effeGually refcues fo many of therifing generation frombeg- -
gary, and popery, our civil as well as religious locuit or caterpillar, con-
fequently is an acceflion to the proteftant intereft, and of wealth to the
nation by their being fkilled, and habituated to labour. 'The annual
benefactions towards the reading and working fchools of the two in-
corporated {ocieties of Scotland and Ireland grow very faft; the pre-
fent members of the Irifh fociety are about goo. The laft abftraét (for
1749) of the fociety for propagating the gofpel in foreign parts, hints,
that they muft be obliged to withdraw fome of their miffionaries, if their
charity does not take a better turn: the reafon is natural, the good
effe@ts of the charity for working fchools is confpicuous, that for
miflionaries is not fo ; this will more and more difpofe people of a
charitable fpirit, to vent their charities rather upon {chools than upon
mifions. This fort of a fociety de propaganda fide, has at prefent up-
wards of feventy miffions (including catechifts and {chool-mafters) in-
North-America, and is of about fifty years growth; if it produce any
fruit it will be of the tardy kind, and perhaps not profitable; their
accounts fent to the fociety generally mention only the numbers by
them baptized and admitted to the lord’s fupper ; which if adminiftered
by any orthodox minifteris equally valid in the opinion of the {ober
and moderate of the church of England: They do not enumerate the
Indians by them converted, the Roman catholicks brought over to the
proteftant religion, methodifts or enthufiafts reduced to 2 fober mind,
and the like, as if thefe were not in the defign of their mifion. Their
chief cure or care feems to be a good eafy living, and the occafioning
of divifions and ftrife among tolerated diffenters (I ufe the expreffion
tolerated diffenters) becaufe by att of Union the church of England

K 3 Connecticut. -
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Conneéticut, a fmall colony, the moft prudent and
induftrious of all our eolonies, in which are no wafte
lands remaining, fupplied with orthodox minifters well
qualified and well paid, from mifreprefentations of
neighbouring miffionaries, is crouded with djle greateft
numbers of miffionaries in proportion to their extent;
and in the fociety’s laft abftract is accufed of a PERSE-
CUTING SPIRIT, becaufe three or four mean perfons
were profecuted according to law, for not paying their
townfhip rates, in which might have been included
their proportion towards the fupporting of a gofpel mi-
niftry as endowed by a legal town-meeting. So far-is
New-England at prefent from a perfecuting {pirit,
that in the provinces of Maffachufetts and Connetticut, -
upon a reprefentation home of this nature, there were
aéts of aflembly made, ¢ That all fuch profefled mem-
 bers of the church of England, fhall be entirely ex-
¢« cufed from paying any taxes towards the fettlements
¢ of any minifter or building any meeting-houfe,” that

is beyond difpute the eftablifhed way ; in the publifhed opinion of this

{ociety, there is No EXCLUSIVE FREFERENCE (as in mercantile affairs,

there are exclufive and not exclufive charters) and the withdrawing of

wild youth, from the orthodox tolerated way of their forefathers, to

a more fathionable and lefs rigorous way, occafions divifions and dif~

affections in families. Upon the deceafe of a congregationalift incum-

bent, in a new choice fome in their nature and humours do not con- -
cur, and in refentment, perhaps by the adyice of a miffionary, go over

to the church of England.

I {hall here by way of amufement, intimate, that if this fociety were
to relinquifh their prefent charter, and be favoured with a new charter,
for propagating of chriftian knowledge, working {chools, and other
articles of induftry ; to each {chool there may be a miffionary catechift,
in church of Engiand orders, of moderation, and qualified in their
working as well as devotional bufinefs ; one or two acres for the fite of
the fchool, lodgings, and other conveniencies; and fome adjacent fmall
farm hired at an eafy and long leafe, for the improvement of the boys
in hufbandry, and for the profit of the fchool: the children to be in-
fru@cd in the principles of the chriftian reformed religion, reading,
writing, arithmetick, hufbandry, and manufatures or handicrafts. In
Ireland, in fome {chools the mafter has the profit of the land or.
farm cultivated by the boys, in lieu of his falary, and forty fhillings
perann. for the fupport of each child,

4 the
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the taxes of perfons attending the church of England, be
paid to their church of England minifter. By ats 1728
and 1729, Anabaptifts and Quakers are exempted from
paying to the parifh or townfhip miniftry. I never
heard of any perfecuting {pirit in Connecticut; in this
they are egregioufly afperfed: itis true, that a few years
fince they made fome alts againft fome frantick preachers
and exhorters, called methodifts, intruding (without
confent) into the pulpits of eftablithed minifters. In
Bofton of Maffachufetts, May 25, 1743, at an annual
voluntary friendly convention of the congregational mi-
nifters of the province, they entered and afterwards
printed their teftimony againft the methodifts. 1.
For their errors in doétrine, antinomial and familiftical.
2. Following impulfes of a diftempered imagination, ra-
ther than the written word of our bible. 3. Allowing
perfons of no learning or difcretion to pray and teach in
publick. 4. Intruding into the pulpit of fettled mi-
nifters, endeavouring to withdraw the affections of peo-
ple from their good and orderly minifters. 5. Ordain-
ing minifters at large without any parochial charge. 6.
Endeavouring to excite in their weak hearers, . ungo-
verned paffions, extacies, and unfeemly behaviour, act-
ing like Bacchantes. 7. By calling poor people (whofe
time is their only eftate) unfeafonably from their bufi-
nefs and labour, to a habit of idlenefs and vagrancy. I
cannot fay, that the miffionaries were very ftrenuous.
againft thefe irregularities, with much impropriety.
ealled MeTHODIsSM, becaufe they might find fome in-
tereft in feparations amongft the diffenting orthodox
people s divide et impera: 1 find in {everal accounts of
fome miffionaries fent home from time to time to the
fociety, (perhaps that they may have fome pretext of
doing bufinefs) complaints of infidelity and methodifm
prevailing in their diftri¢ts; at the fame time here upon
the fpot, we are not much fenfible of their reclaiming
the one, or their oppofing the other by word or writing.

- Kg I mutt
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I muft againobferve, that there was not any pretext
for fending miffionaries into the province of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay of New-England : they had a well regulated.
and well provided for orthodox clergy, as appears by the
laws or ads of affembly anno 1692, the firft year of the

_prefent new charter.” The quarter feflions are to take
care, that no town be deftitute of a minifter, that there
be a fuitable provifion for the minifter, and that any per-
fon to be ordained, fhall be recommended by three or
more ordained minifters. The miffionaries from the
fociety de propaganda fide of Rome, areinftructed to en-
deavour to convert the infidel and heretical parts of the
world : our miflionaries cannot with any propriety or
face, efteem the orthodox tolerated clergy of New-
England, as hereticks ; becaufe in the publifhed opinion
of the fociety, in our plantations all orthodox clergy
are upon the fame footing, that is, no preference as to
the exercife or practical part of their devotions ; fee the
fociety’s abftract in February 1749-50. To joftle peo-
ple from one mode of chriftianity to another may pro-
duce free-thinking and libertinifm, where there are no
effential differences in do¢trine, but only in the varia-
ble veftments and modes of worthip.

Some of the miffionaries in their accounts fent home,
value themfelves upon the bringing over fome peoplée
to the obfervance of the feftivals of the church of Eng-
land. Thefe licenced idle frolicking days are a nufance,
in fettling new plantations, which require fix labour-
ing days (in the exprefs injunétion of our fourth com-
mandment) in the week. The laft account of the char-
ter proteftant working fchools in Ireland, well obferves,
““ That the progrefs of thefe fchools, in its natural
¢ courfe, muft gradually abolith the great number of
¢ popifh holy days, by means of which fome hundred
“¢ thoufand working hands are kept idle, the labour and
< profit of them loft to the publick—p. 41. This da-
““ mage is an aftonifhing drawback from the wealth and
¢ ftrength of the nation.”

I fhall
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I fhall conclude this miffionary article with a few ob-
fervations. - It is a lamentable affaiy, that fcarce any of
our publick charity charters are fo contrived as to pre-
vent mifapplications.

1. The fcheme propofed, vol. II. p. 134, was the
‘converting of the prefent idle miffions into county work-
ing fchools, with a church of England miffionary cate-
chift of moderation, qualified in the working as well as
devotional articles ; thus the charge of our prefent fe-
venty miffionaries will maintain and [x] educate about
one thoufand working children : if the prefent miffions
are continued, the miffionaries may be under the in-
fpection and direction of a committee of fuch members of
the fociety as refide in America, or under a miffionary
general, or under the fuperintendency of the fuffragan
bithop, when fuch is appointed for Britith North-Ame-
rica, that the miffions may be ambulatory, that is [y],
removable to places where they are moft wanted.

" {%) The proje& of initiating white and Tndian children into this
mode of the church of England by church of England working fchools,
quo femel eff imbuta recens, would be more effetual than the prefent
miffionary method ; the bringing over of adults is more difficult, and
when brought over they foon die, and their influence is loft ; in the in-
corporated charitable focieties of Scotland and Ireland, they only re-
gard the rifing generation, where, without any ftrained allegory, it
may be called the fowing of the feeds of chriftianity, loyalty, and in-
duftry. The former too large charity endowments to idle clergy miffions,
to colleges, and to charity {chools, require to be qualified and reformed ;
that of working fchools has lately been attended with great fuccefs and
benefit to the countries ; that is, reading and writing being acquired,
the boys are fent to fea, to hufbandry, and other laborious trades; the
_girls to fpinning and other fervices with fome peculiar reftrictions. Sir
Richard Cox in a late piece concerning the linen manufadture, writes,
¢ Numerous holy-days are the Bane of all induftry, and the ruin of
¢ every country where they are permitted: and indeed there are too
“ many allowed by law.”
fy] This method has had a good effe in Scotland.  In Scotland the
pope has two vicars apoftolical, one for the lowlands, and the other
in the highlands, with many inferior miffionaries; anno 1740, thefe
popith miflionaries were twenty-five ; anno 1747, they dwindled away
to eleven ; the prefbyterian Scots itinerant miffionaries are well {ub-

IL If
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IL. If the prefent incumbent miflionaries -are in
dulged with their livings or falaries for their own natu-
ral life ; upon their deceafe: the refpective miffions may
ceafe (as a miffion is no inheritance, it is no hardthip
upon their families) and be cantoned along our inland
frontiers to keep morality and chriftianity among the
poor new fettlers, and to convert the neighbouring In-
dians to civility and fome of our orthodox profeffions of
religion [z]. :

III. As thisis formed with the defign of a very exten-
five charity, the fupporting of learned and orthodox
minifters or teachers, without being confined to the
mode of the church of England; why may not this
charity be extended to minifters of any orthodox per-
fuafion, who will declare themfelves willing to ferve a
miffion among the Indians, as alfo to the orthodox mi-
nifters of the poor out towns? At prefent, it is con-
fined towards promoting uniformity to the difcipline
and worthip of the church of England; not among the
heathen who never heard of chriftianity, nor in poor
out-townfhips, but among the fober-minded, chriftian
only educated, and loyaly tolerated proteftant diffenters,
in the moft opulent and beft civilized townthips. A
ftri& exclufive uniformity (a few Lutherans excepted) is
practifed only in popith fovereignties.

IV. Though the members at prefent are about 230,
any feven members with the prefident or a vice-prefi-
dent may do bufinefs ; thus four or five zealots, fuch as

fifted by many large benefactions and fubfcriptions; the king allows
1000/ fterl perann. '

[#] Our young miffionaries may procure a perpetual alliance and
commerciai advantages with the Indians, which the Roman catholick
clergy cannot de, becaufe they are forbid to marry, I mean, our
mifhonarics may intermarry with the daughters of the fachems, and
other confiderable Indians, and their progeny will for ever be a cer-
* tain cement between us and the Indians, ‘

the
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the high-church, or friends to a foliciting perfon, may
at pleafure pervert this charity. This perhaps has been
the cafe for fome years, in appointing fo many idle
miffions, and many who inftead of promoting charity
(the nexus of human fociety) that is, love among neigh.
bours ; -as bigots or religionifts, they act the reverfe.

V. The miflionaries in their accounts fent to the
fociety, oughtto keep ftri¢tly to the truth, and not im-
pofe upon the world ; I thall mention two or three
inftances. 1. The ftory of the regular difcipline of
catechumens white and black in New-York, is not
known here, though in the neigbourhood. 2. A chri-
ftian congregation of more than 500 Mohawk Indians ;
the whole tribe does not exceed 160 men living in a dif-
perfed [2] manner. 3. A fpirit of  perfecution now in
the colony of Connelticut; whereas there are fundry
laws [4] of many years ftanding in that colony, ex-
empting church of England, -Anabaptifts and Quakers
from contributing towards building townthip meeting-
houfes, and from the fupport of townfhip congregational

inifters.

VI As the fociety complain of the infufficiency of
their funds certain and cafual, tokeep up the falaries of
their too much multiplied miffionaries ; they are be-~
come more circumfpe¢t and frugal, and inftead of a
full living or miffion, confidering that they confine their
miffion to one parifh, they only make a {mall addition
of twenty to thirty pound fterl. in the S. W. part of
Conneéicut colony ; the miffions in South-Carolina are
reduced from fifty pound to thirty pound fterling per
ann. and perhaps in all large falary miflions, without
any injury to the incubent, a dedution may be
made equal to the allowance from the congregation :

fa] This refembles the legendary flory of St. Francis, at one time

converting fome thoufands of people in a defert. ’ ‘
[4] See the laft edition of Connedicut law-book, p. 169, 170, '}71!.
this
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this will be a confiderable faving, and as the parifhes
or townthips grow, their allowance will efface the
miffionary allowance ; this will be a total faving, and
naturally anfwers that of the defign of the charity to
aflift thefe places that are not able to fubfift a gofpel
miniftry [¢]. _

Iam now got into a maze of labyrinth ; to clafs the
various fectaries in religious affairs, is an intricate la-
bour : the New-England fynod, anno 1637, condemned
eighty-two errors. I muft in general obferve, that, 1,
As to the fearing or rather loving of Gop, the beft evi-
dence is the working of righteoufnefs. 2. What is gene-
rally called confcience, is private opinion. 3. They who
have no remorfe of confcience, who do not believe in
future rewards and punithments, and who do not pro-
vide for their houfholds or pofterity, are infidels, or
worfe than infidels. 4. They who affert that the church
is independent of the civil power, and juftification by
faith without good works; fuch belief is worfe than no
religion, being inconfiftent with political fociety.

In concluding this article of miffionaries, I muft ob-
ferve, that if what I have wrote is difagreeable to fome,
itis not from any perfonal refentment; feveral of the
miffionaries are my friendly acquaintances; but amicus
—— AMICUS e [¢d magis amica veritas, ‘The original
defign of this fociety, was moft humane and pious ; more
than 120,000 bibles, common prayers, and other books
of devotion, with an incredible quantity of pious {mall
tralts, have been difperfed in foreign parts. They are
by charter allowed to purchafe real eftates to the value
of 2000 /. fterl. per ann. and other eftates to any value:
to meet once a month to tranfa& bufinefs, or oftener if
need be 3 but no act to be valid, unlefs the majority

[<] Can Bofton, e. g. befaid, not able to fupport a gofpel miniftry?
The intereft of the money, which by eftimation the church of England

" now building may coft, is fufficient to maintain half a dozen church

of England re&ors at a comfortable allowance. ¢
0.
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of feven members (a quorum) with the prefident or a
vice-prefident concur. There is a circumftance, which
has not always been attended to by the{ociety ; appoint-
ing of miffionaries, faulted as to morality, benevolence,
and moderation, called high-flyers, younger fifters of
popery.

I thall clafs the religious opinions which haveappeared
in our colonies under three general heads, the merely
{peculative, the antiquated obfolete or out-of-fathion opi-
nions, and the profeffions or fectaries which at prefent
{ubfift and are likely to continue.

1. Speculative private opinions are of no confequence
ina ftate, until the opinionifts form themfelves into
{eparate large fociety meetings ; I fhall enumerate afew.
The AnTinoMians [4] affert that the laws of Mofes are

[4] Seevol. I. p. 444. .

This error was become obfolete, and remained only with a very few
ignorant or vicious people until lately broached here by the vagrant
Mr. W——1d, an infignificant perfon, of no general learning, void
of common prudence; his journals are. a rhapfody of fcripture texts,
and of his own cant expreffions. In his epiftle to the inhabitants of
Maryland he writes, ** confidering what ufage your {laves commonly
¢ meet with, I wondered they did not put an end to their own lives or
¢ yours, rather than bear fuch ufage;” thus in a2 moft execrable man-
ner he might have promoted fe/o 4z /e among the {laves, and. infurrec-
tions againft their mafters ; the two great inconveniencies which our
-plantations are expofed to. I never could account (perhaps it was
only frantick, and not to be accounted for) for his repeated vagrancies,,
or ftrolling over England, Scotland, Ireland, and our American colo-
nies : he was no popifh miffionary, becaufe, being young, he never had
the opportunities of being abroad in popith feminaries or conven-
tuals : he was no itinerant miffionary (for fome fhort time he had
a miflion for Georgia) of our fociety for propagating the gofpel in
foreign parts; becaufe when he effetually acted one part towards
an uniformity to the church of England, by occafioning feparations
and animofities among the orthodox diffenters, at the fame time he
found much fault with the prefent conftitution of the church of Eng-
land: he was no minifterial or court tool, as was the famous Sa-
cheverel in the jacobite part of queen Anne’s reign, becaufe the go-
vernment at prefent have no occafion for fuch: he did not travel as
a natoralift or as an hiftorian for obfervation, by the perquifites of
preaching to defray his charges ; becaufe he had no genius norapplica-
tiop forfuch ftudies, Here we may obferve, what trivial things may
’ vacated,
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vacated, as being only temporary and local, that is,
national or municipal, therefore not obligatory with
chriftian nations ; that good works do not forward, nor
bad works hinder falvation. :

In-general, people ought to entertain a laudable re-
ligious charity towards one another, feeing they worthip
the fame Gop, though in different modes : particulatly,
~ to make veftments and other fanciful ecclefiaftical deco-
rations a matter of controverfy, isvery abfurd [e]; fuch
inditferent trivial circumftances may be adapted to the
tafte of the vulgar: the Greek and Armenian churches
in the Levant preferve the mode of their religion by
pageantries. The Jews had a fuperb magnificent tem-
ple, a numerous train of gaudy officers, very expenfive
facrifices.  Simplicity and frugality in all affairs of life is
at prefent thought to be moft natural, and is generally
practifed : even in religion thefe things have fuffered
fucceflive reformations; the church of England is lefs
expenfive than thatof Rome ; the three licenfed diffent-
in ; worfbips in England are lefs expenfive than the [ f]
caurch of England, and the Quakers have reduced re-
ligion to no expence.

be greatincentives to devotion, fuch as vociferation (the ftrength of his
arguments lay in his lungs,) a vehement frequent ufe of cant devotional
words, a dramatick genius peculiarly adapted to aék the enthufiaft, pre-
per veftiments or drefs and aion; in diffenting .congregations he af-
fe&ted the church of England drefs, and Paul Rubens® preaching pofture
in the cartoons of Hampton-Court. He and his difciples feemed to
be great promoters of impulfes, extacies, and wantonnefs between the
fexes. Hypocritical profeflions, vociferations, and itinerancies, are
devotional quackery. .

(e] La Voltaire in his letters, writes, ‘that the difputes among the
capuchins, concerning the mode of the fleeves and cowl, were moare
thin any among the philofopherr.

(/] Itwould be of great benefit to our out fettlers if they could fall
into fome {uch method, feeing the fociety for propagating, &c. take
no care of them; they are not able to build publick places of worthips
and {upyott a gofpel miniftry, and when they endeavour it, the ex-
pence ietards their fetdements ; a great detriment to the colonies in

general. .
The
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. The FamrLists {g] family, or houfe of love, was
of the anabaptift tribe in Germany, and fufpected to be
more addi¢ted to carnal than to fpiritual love; they held
all pleafures and dalliances among themfelves lawful’;
they were much tranfported with impulfes and other
frantick notions; they perfuaded themfelves that they
were the only ele¢t of God, and that all others were re-
probates, and that they might deceive any perfon who
was not of their community, magiftrates not excepted,
even with an oath. They agrecd with the Antinomians
in many articles.

The MucLETONIANS [b] are extinét.

TheGor Ton1aNs of Warwick in the colony of Rhode-
Ifland, were of fo thort duration, they are not to be men-
tioned; fee the fettion of Rhode- Ifland.

Therigid BrownisTs [7] arerelaxed into independents
and congregationalifts. _

The InpEPENDENTS in all our colonies, have fuffered
fome reformation, and are at prefent called congrega-
tionalifts. '

PuriTans were for reforming the reformed religions
to greater abfolute purity; that appellation is now ob-
folete. ' ’

SeekEeRrs waited for new apoftles to reftore chriftia-
nity; thefe have quite difappeared.

RemonsTRANTS and CONTRA-REMONSTRANTS [£],
or predeftinarians and free-will men.  The remonftrants

[g] The father of this family, was Henry Nicols, born at Munfler
in Weitphalia, and had refided fome time in Holland; h: firft ap-
peared about ig40, and pretenced to be greater .nan Mofes or
Curist: as Mofes had taught Maukind to hope, Chrilt to believe,
he taught love, which is the greateft; and that he himfelf was not like
Johnthe baptift, a fore-runner of Chrift, but Chrift was rather a type
of him, and thatthe kingdom of Ifrael was to be eftablifhe ! in the time
of his miniftry : what he wrote was mean and incoherent, full of vain

boafting and profane applications of the prophecies, relatingto Chrift
to his gwn perfon.

{#)] See Summary, vol. I. p. 447.
{¢] Seevol. I p. 443.
[4] Seevol.I. p.227.

are
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are alfo called Arminians [/]. It is not a do&trine of any
national church or embodied communion; there are
fome perfons of this private opinion, among all the
feCtaries. Their diftinguithing tenets, are, univerfal
redemption, an indemnity or aét of grace to all man-
kind, who by a good life accept thereof, being en-
duc;d with a free will to a& at liberty what is good or
evil, ,

Concerning the [eftaries in our colonies which now fubfift,
‘ and are likely to comtinue.

I do not mean a church hiftory of North-America;
bithop Burnet well obferves, that ecclefiaftical hiftories,
‘are only hiftories of the vices of the bifhops and other
clergy. .

Moft feftaries in religion have been occafioned by
-vulgar people not capable of giving allowances for the
allegories, fables, and idioms of expreflion ufed in
the Levant, from whence we had our fcriptural books;
but taking them in a literal and vernacular fenfe,
whereas the prophets generally ufed lofty figurative ex-
preflions. ‘

In our North- America colonies there are none pro-
perly to be called feparatifts, Roman catholicks ex-
cepted (in Maryland, and by the proprietary charter
of Penfylvania, Roman catholicks are not excepted):
but by the act of union (territories thereto belonging)
the church of England is the eftablithed church,, though
only nominal, in all our colonies and plantations. The
denomination of whigs and tories [m] (Deo gratias) is

[/) So called from Arminius their leader, who was fome time pro-
feflor of divinity at Leyden in Holland ; they were alfo called Re-
monflrants, from their remonfirating, 1618, againft fome articles of
the fynod of Dort concerning predeftination, eletion, reprobation,
and the like ; thus the adherents to the princes of Germany, who pro-
tefted againft fome rroceedings at the diet of Spire in Germany 1529,
were called Proteflants.

[m] Tery, originally was a name given to the wild Irifh popifh rob-
bers, who favoured the maflacre of the proteftants inlrelandll?cl,

oft:
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loft: there is no general church government[#]; by
the articles of union, that of the church of England is
eftablithed in perpetuity ; but hitherto in favour to the
good confcientious diffenters of many denominations,
the colonies are not quartered upon by the regular ec-
clefiaftick troops under the direction of their proper
officers, archbithops, bithops, deans, archdeacons,
prebends, canons, and other fubaltern officers: the
church of England exercifes no jurifdiction (the office of
the bifhop’s commiffaries is only nominal) no more than
the county affociations of minifters in Conneéticut,
or the volunteers prefbyters (in imitation of the claf-
fical kirk jurifdictions of Scotland) in feveral of our
colonies. ' : '

I fhall not here delineate or defcribe the papiftical
church of Rome, the epifcopal church of England, and
the prefbyterian kirk of Scotland; they are generally
well known.

The papifts are of no note or notice [¢] excepting in
Penfylvania and Maryland ; in Penfylvania by their new
charter 1701 from their proprietary and governor

and afterwards applied to all enormous high-fliers of the church.
Whig was a ludicrous name, firft given to the country field devotion
meetings, whofe ordinary drink was the wH1G or whey of coagulated
four milk, and afterwards applied to thofe who were againft the court
intereft in the reigns of Charles II, and James II. and for the court in
the reigns of king William and king George.

[#] Church governments may bevarious, and all equally allowable
by prefcription; as in the civil governments of various nations there
are monarchy, ariftocracy, democracy, and compolfitions of thefe,
whith in general alliances, treaties of peace, and other tranfattions
among fovereignties, are equally admitted. ) )

[2] Not many years fince, in Bofton were fome popifh emiffaries ; but
finding only fome poor wild Irifh carters and parters of the perfuafion,
they foon relinquithed their miffion and difappeared.

As thegrants of Maryland and Penfylvania do aétually tolerate the
publick exercife of the Roman catholick religion ; and as that religion

" is pernicious to human fociety in general, and tends to f{ubvert our
prefent happy conftitution; why may it not be fuppreffed as to pub-
lick worthip, by an a& of the Britifh parliament, without giving any
umbrage to the other good grants and charters at home, and in the
plantations?

Vou. II. L William
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William Penn, the claufe of liberty of confcience does
not exclude Roman catholicks, ¢ No perfon who fhall
« acknowledge one almighty God, and live quietly
“ under the civil government, fhall be in any ways mo-
< Jefted.” In Philadelphia there is a publick popith
chapel, frequented by a poor low fet of Irifh; their
priefts are always England or Maryland born, jefuits,
and generally of gaod conduct and behaviour; an Irifh
jefuit is never fent. In Maryiand are many Roman ca-
tholicks, their original proptietary was popith; at prefent
there may be ten or a dozen publick popifh chapels;
father Molineux of Port Tobacco is their diretor or
vicar. -

LutHERANS [p] are to be found only in the provinces
of New-York and Penfylvania. The Lutherans differ
from the Roman catholicks principally, 1. Communion
in both kinds, bread and wine. 2. Divine worthip in
the vulgar tongue. 3. Indulging priefts or minifters
with matrimonial pleafures. Some profane perfons might
ludicroufly have obferved, that his reformation was
owing to- his indulgence of wine and women to the fra-
ternity of clergy, as king Henry VIII’s reformation in
England was owing to fome petticoat affairs. Here we
may obferve, that from very trivial matters, very great
and good revolutions have proceeded. In the city of
New-York there is one Lutheran church, and in the reft
of the province of New-York feveral difperfed Lutherans
by the importation of foreigners from Germany in
queen Anne’s reign. In Penfylvania the Lutherans have
a church in Philadelphia, and feveral in the country.
There is one Swedifth Lutheran church near Philadelphia,
one'or two more in the country near Newcaitle ; they

[#] Luther born 1483, at Mansfield in Germany, became an Au-
guftin monk or friar, preached: againft indulgences, &c. was- excoms
municated by the pope; he with Melantton publithed-firft the new-tefta-
ment, and afterward 1534 the whole bible in the vulgar tongues he
married 1524, and died 1548 ; the duke of Saxony was his patron.

. avdy
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are fupplied once in {even years from Sweden, and ge-
nerally with good men. B
PressyTERTANS, church of England, and congrega-
tionalifts are the fame in all effential articles of chriftian
doltrine, and their laity are all of the fame faith; the
proper diftin€tions are only with regard to their diftinc
clergy in forms of church government, difcipline, modes
of publick worfhip, and veftments. The prefbyterians
in our colonies are of two forts, 1. Thofe who follow
the manner of the church of Scotland as eftablithed in
Scotland by a¢t of union : all diffenters from the church
of England, (Anabaptifts, Quakers, and Moravians
excepted) fouth of New-England, are called prefbyte-
rians, the congregationals not excepted; thus the dif-
fenting congregation in the city of New-York, though
under a congregational minifter from Bofton, is called-
prefbyterian.  The Scots prefbyterians are modelled ac-
cording to a direétory firft agreed upon by an affembly
of divines at Weftminfter in the time of the civil war,
and appointed by the general affembly of the kirk of
. Scotland 1647 ; they ufe noliturgy. 2. Thefe are pro-
perly called Calvinifts [¢], and follow the confeffion of
Heidelberg (in the palatinate of Germany) fuch are the
church of Geneva, f{everal churches in Germany, fuch
are the church of Holland, and the huguenots of France ;
they ufe not only a liturgy or common prayer, but alfo
an eftablithed form of pfalmody. A calvinift French
church fubfifted may years in Bofton, and is lately dropt,
there being no French new comers, and the children of
the late generations underftand Englith better than

[¢] Calvin was born in Picardy in France 1509, 4 man of ‘general
learning ; he began his reformation at Geneva ; died 1564, ®t. <6; he
was a voluminous writer ; his inftitutions are a mafter-piece of elegant
Roman Latin.

It is a common iniftake, that by Calvinifts areunderftood predeftiiia«
rians; before Calvin’s time there were many predeftinarians; the Ma-

" hometan predeftinarians are not Calvinifts; {ome predeftinarians as well
as free-will men are now called' Armenians, becaufe private opinions;
are to be found among all feftaries.

L2 ‘ French,
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French, There arefeveral calvinift churches in the pro- -
vinces of New-York and Penfylvania

CONGREGATIONALISTS is the religious mode of New-
England, (fome church of England, Anabaprifts, and
Quakers excepted) the prefbyterians are only {peculative,
becaufe by aét of union they can have no ecclefiaftick
claffical jurifdi&tion in the colonies, and the_refore are only
congregational, but lefs rigid and narrow in admiffion of
church members, and in difcipline. The New-England
congregationals may be called independents [r] reform-
ed, as not exatly the fame with the independents,.
one of the three licenfed diffenting profeflions in Eng-
land, but formed according to a platform (fo they call
it) of their own {cheming ; this platform was by a refolve
of the genergl affembly recommended to the churches,
but never enacted. :

At prefent, anno 1750, the general method of the
New-England congregationalifts (s} is, when a gofpel
minifter 1s wanted, the devout elderly men of the pre-
cinét invite fundry preachers to officiate; thefe are called
candidates. In the next ftep, the church members or
communicants (all males, even the pooreft upon the
publick charity, and negroes) at an appointed meeting,
by a majority, vote for one of thefe candidates, and give
him a formal call. The following ftep, is a general
meeting of the men of the congregation, who pay
minifterial rates, and are qualified as town voters, to
approve or difapprove of the above choice; if any . diffi-
culty happens, a council of delegates from the neigh-
bouring churches is called for advice, but their opinion
is only of advice, but not abfolutely obligatory. This
council when they attend the ordination, are called the

_[~] Thename of Independent is quite extint in our American colo-
nies. .
{s] In the fecond feflion of a fynod appointed by the civil legiflature
at Bofton in May 1680, a platform and confeffion of faith was agreed
upon, much the fame with that of the independents in England, Ofto-
ber 1658, called the Savoy, confeflion of faith. ‘

See vol. I p. 428, &c. and other occafional hints. L
ordination
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ordination council. Upon any occafional difference in
a church, a like council of advice is called, but not ob-
ligatory, and iffues in a vote of the church communi-
cants or general congregation. .

‘The congregationalifts of Connetticut are regulated
by a platform or confeffion of their own (fcarce differing
from that of Maffachufetts-Bay) prefented to their ge-
neral affembly by the minifters and other delegates
Sept.g, 1707 ; the general affembly or legiflature or-
dained, that all churches [#] conforming thereto fhall
be deemed eftablifhed by law ; but no fociety or church,
who foberly diffent from the faid united churches, fhall
be hindered from their worfhip according to their con-
fciences.

There arc {everal congregational churches who vary
in fome trifles ; for inftance, the rev. Mr. Colman, after-
wards D. D. from one of the univerfities of Scotland,
though frequently in mixed converfation he declared his
diffent from the prefbyterian church government, .anno
1699, perhaps in humour and fingularity, fet up as a fe-
paratift from the generally received congregational mode,
and perhaps with a defign to allure fome 1inclined to the
manner of the church of England, to contribute towards
his church; his feparation was only in trifles, viz. ufing
the Lord’s prayer, reading of leflons in the bible, the
hatband and rofe of the church of Enlgand clergy, a
freer admiffion to the facraments of baptifim and the
Lord’s fupper ; his fucceffor the rev. Samuel Coaper is
a good man.

1722, there was a confiderable falling off’ or feceffus
from the congregational mode by Mr. Cutler, prefident
of Yale college in Connecticut, and fome of his former
pupils. In confequenee of their {cheme, they went to

{#] In many refpetts I admire the prudence and ceconomy of this
government, but here I cannot avoid obferving a feeming inadvertency,
and afterwards not rectified, becaufe by a& of union May 1, 1707, the
church of England exclufively was the only church eftablifhed by law
inall our plantations ; this act perhaps was the occafion of Mr. Hobart’s
calling the church of England Separatifts.

L3 England,



150  Brrrisu Settlhements in America. Part IL

England, obtained epifcopal ordination, and the benefit
of miffionaries ; their godlinefs was great gain.

~ AnaBapTisTs. See vol. I. p. 445. Their eflential
and diftinguithing dotrine is with relation to baptifm ;
they baptize adults only, and that by immerfion or
dipping. This formerly was a very wild fectary, and
therefore run into many fubdivifions fcarce to be enu-
merated: I am well informed, that at prefent in Penfyl-
vania there are fixteen or feventeen different forts of
Anabaptifts, Englith and German.' I fhall inftance fome
of their fubdivifions. 1. Englifh[#], a fober and ge-
nerally good people; German Anabaptifts, a turbulent
people: the German Anabaptifts have no meetings or
publick places of worthip in Philadelphia, but many in
the country, and generally refufe the qualification oath
one of their branchings are called Menifts, they have no
meeting in Philadelphia, but are a numerous and wealthy
people in the country, and follow farming; their di-
Atinétion is wearing long beards, and refufling govern-
ment oaths. The dumplers are a fmall body of Germans,
about fifty, from Philadelphia, menand women profef-
fing continency, and living in feparate apartments. The
men wear a monkifth habit, without breeches like capu-
chins, but lighter cloth; as to oaths they are the fame
with the Quakers and Moravians though an illiterate
people, they have a very decent chapel, and as craftf-
men, they are very ingenious; upon a fine ftream they
have a grift mill, a faw-mill, a paper mill, an oil mil,
and a mill for pearl barley, all under one roof, which
brings them in confiderable profit. There is one Eng- |
lith Anabaptift meetingin Philadelphia, and fome in the
country. 2. Firft day baptifts, their weekly holy day
is the Sunday, as in ufe with all other chriftians. Seventh
day baptifts, on the feventh day or Jewith fabbath they

[#] Not long fince the vagrant Mr. W~——d occafioned a feparation
in the Bofton Anabaptift church; the Separatifts are under the cure or
care of a leather breeches maker; they are antimoralifts, and there--
f ore pernicious in fociety, -

I meef
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meet for publick worthip, and abftain from common
labour, but labour, &c. on the Bunday or firlt day of
the week ; of thofe there is a congregation in Newport
and in Wefterly of Rhode-Ifland colony, and feveral in
the country of Penfylvania. 3. The firlt day baptifts
are fubdivided into thofe who ufe finging [x] in their
publick worfhip as the generality of chriftians do; and
baptifts who do not admit of finging in publick worthip;
they alledge that there muft be a great deal of hypo-
crify in promifcuous finging, as it cannot be imagined
that every one of the.congregation is in the humour of
finging at the fame time. B
Quakers, fee vol. 1. p. 447. As they are not under
the confinement of creeds, confeflions of faith, plat-
forms, canons, articles, formulas, and the like, they
cannot poffibly break loofe into fectary [y] {fubdivifions.
Their principal doftrines are to be inveftigated from
their practice, (it is to be wifhed that it were fo in all
profeflions of religion) their induftry, frugality, mutual
benevolence or friendthip [x]. The external part of a
Quaker’s religion confifts only in trivial matters, the

[x] The Quakers, and not finging baptifts, are defervedly faulted,
becaufe finging of pfalms incites and heightens devotion.

{] Anno 164z or 1644, in time of the civil wars of England, George
Fox of Leicefterthire, ®t. 25, fet up for a religionary exhorter or
. teacher; he exclaimed againft the eftablifhed clergy, fome of Cromwell’s
foldiers became his profelytes and would not fight; in courfe the prifons
were crouded. In K. CharlesII. adminiltration they were frequently
prefented for refufing to pay tythes, and for not taking government
oaths. Robert Barclay of Scotland wrotean apology for the Quakers1 675,
and dedicated it tothe king, which abated that perfecution. William
Penn, fonof vice-admiral Penn, became a Quaker, zt. 22, and with
Fox went upon a miffion into foreign countries, but from Holland they
- foon returped home ; this Penn was proprietary and governor of Pen-
- fylvania ; he wrote two folio volumesin favour of the Quakers.

Benjamin Holmes lately wrote in favour of quakerifm ; his book was
‘firft publithed in Amfterdam 1723."

(2] I know of no differences among them, only fome are more: de-
mure, fome lefs demure or precife in the antiquated habit and mode of
fpeech, that is, more jovial and debonnaire.

Not only in the neighbourhood, but by annual or periodical itine-
rancies of theirfpeakers or exhorters, and alfo of their moft noted men.
: s L4 antiqua-



152 Britisu Settlements in AMErIcA. Partll,

antiquated modes of fpeech, thee, thou, thy, &c.
and an antiquated drefs of a' plain coat without plaits, or
buttons on the pockets and fleeves, beaver like hats
with horizontal brims as is generally worn by the church
of England clergy : the pufillanimous do¢trine of not de-
fending themfelves by force againft an invading enemy
is very abfurd: Pro PATRIA is not only alaw of na-
tions, butof nature. They fay that a regular clergy
with benefices are hirelings, and, like mercenary troops,
do duty only for fake of their pay, and are not to be fo
much depended upon as the militia or voluntary confci-
entious exhorters. :

Quakers hold all fwearing and paying of tythes un-
lawful; they do not find fault with the various forms of
civil government, but give obedience to any eftablithed
government; all who have the gift of the light within
them, men or women, are {ufficiently ordained to
preach the gofpel without any commiffion from a
church, or affiftance frcm human learning; all praying
and preaching premeditated or extempore without the
fpirit, are fuperftitious will-worfhip and idolatry ; they
ufe neither baptifm nor the Lord’s fupper.

- Unjuttly they are faid not to regard the {criptures,
whereas in their exhortations, writings, and defences of
their orthodoxy, no fe¢t ufe fcripture phrafes and quo-
tations [4] more than they do. Their affirmation in-

[2] I fhall here give a few inftances of their eftablithing fome of their
tenets by fcripture. 1. They {eem to be generally Arminian, Jamesii.
2o. “ But wilt thou know, O vain man! that faith without works is
¢ dead.” Aflsx. 34. ““ Godis no refpecter of perfons, he that fears
* God and works righteoufne(s is accepted of him.” 1 John ii. z.
¢ And he is the propitiation for our fins, and not for us only, but for
¢¢ the fins of the waoLe world.” They cannot believe that God has
fore-ordained a certain part of mankind to perith, and a certain part
to be faved ; becaufe in fuch a belief there is no need to take care of
falvation or good morals; this is execrably pernicious, and voids all
doétrines, religious or moral. 2. All mankind have an innate divine
light, which if attended to, direés them into a good and holy life, and
averts them from fin and paffions; ¢ This s the light, (John i. 92)
* which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” ~3. Water

ftead
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ftead of an oath, is not to be faulted, becaufe it is equally
binding, and falfifying is fubjected to the fame penalty
as perjury ; government oaths are become fo common,

they have almoft loft their f{olemnity. They ufe the
fame fubterfuge with our more illiterate teachers and
exhorters, 1 Corinth. i. 26, &c. ¢ Not many wife after
¢ the flefh, not many mighty, not many noble are
¢ called ; but God hath'chofen the foolith things of the

¢ world, to confound the wife,” &c. Their filent
waiting upon the Lord in their publick places of de-

votion, is faulted by many, but they fay, at that time,

they have a divine teacher in their own heart. They

believe a refurre&tion of the juft and unjuft, and that

God will give a reward to every man according to his

works, whether they be good or evil; but as to the
nature and manner of the refurretion they are filent,

they only fay, that it is not fafe to be too inquifitive,

how the dead fhall be raifed, and with what bodies.

1 Corinth. xv. 44. ¢ There is a natural body, and

¢ there is a fpiritual body;” the apoftle Paul faith,

¢¢ Flefth and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,

“ neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”

baptifm is not effential to chriftianity, it muft be of the fpirit, A&s
xi. 16, “ John indeed baptized with water, but ye fhall be baptized
¢ with the holy ghoft;” as Chrift was born under the law, he fulfilled
the lawand was circumcifed : “ in Chrift Jefus, neither circamcifion
** nor uncircumcifion availeth any thing, buta new creature:” as they
have charity for thofe who ufe water baptifm confcientiouily, and wlio
ufe bread and wine, fo they ought to have charity for us if we difufe
them, becaufe we believe they are ceafed in point of obligation. 4.In
anfwerto 1 Tim.i.12. ¢ But fuffer not a woman to teach, nor to
¢ ufurp authority overthe man, but to be in filence ;" they produce the
apoftle Paul, I om. xvi. who advifes to help thole women which la-
boured with him in the gofpel : in our bible we are told of many wo-
men that prophefied, Aésii. 18. * And on my fervants, and on
“ my handmaidens, I will pour out in thofe days.of my fpirit, and
¢ they fhall prophefy.” 5. As to theirnot bearing of arms, Mat. v.
44. ¢ Love your enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to
¢ them that hate .ou.” 6. Theirrefufing of government oaths, James
v. 12. « But aboveall things, my brethren, {wear not, neither by hea-
““ ven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath, but let your
% yea be yea, and your nay nay, left you fall into condemnation.”

Mora-
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Moravians, Some have tranfported themfelves to .
Penfylvania. In alate a® of the Britith parliament;
1749, in favourof their affirmation. inftead of an oath,
they are called an ancient proteftant epifcopal church;
they call themfelves Unitas fratrum or united brethren,
as the Quakers with very good propriety call themfelves -
Friends. _ :

The Moravians publith no creed or confeflion of
faith, and can be characterifed only from their manners
and preaching in a whining canting enthufiaftical ftrain;
in church government they are epifcopal, but refufe
taking eaths as do the Menenifts in Holland, and the
Englith Quakers; they refufe carrying arms, but
willingly contribute towards the pecuniary charge of a
war, which Quakers refufe; they ufe inftrumental mu-
fick in their worfhip; .in Philadelphia they have a cha-
pel with a fmall organ, and in the country at Bethlehem
their grand fettlement about fifty or fixty miles from
Philadelphia, at their folemn feftivals, befides the
organ they ufe vieolins, hautbeis, and French herns; .
they pofiefs 7000 or 8000 acres of land, and make con-
fiderable fettlements; they are very zealous towards
converting the Indians ; fome Indians have joined their
fociety and live with them ; they fend miffionaries abroad
almoft every where, even to Greenland, or Dayis’s ftraits: -
beginning of June 1749, there arrived in Philadelphia
three natives of Greenland, two young men and a
young woman converted in their own country by Mora-
vian miffionaries; they came ina fhip belonging to the
fociety which had carried thither two years fince a ready
framed church [4] to be erefted there; thefe Green-
landers [¢] in this fhip had vifited the brethren in feve-

[6] Thefe high latitndes produce no timber ar other wood.
(¢] Here we may tranfiently obferve, that at this cafual congrefs of
Indians from lat. 5, lat. 40, and lat. 6 5, their hair, eyes and coms’
- plexions were the fame; only, the farther north, the complexions were
a fmall matter paler: but their languages were entirely diftinét. The °

ral
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ral parts of Europe, in England, Holland, and Ger-
many, and returned from Philadelphia in the fame fhip
to Greenland. The Moravians have a miffion at Barbice
in Surinam, and two Indian converts from thence, with
the Greenland converts, and fome converts of the Dela-
ware Indians, met at Bethlehem.

1. The Moravians [4) have among them in Pen-
fylvania fome men of letters; Mr. Spenenbergh was a
profeflor of fome {cience in Germany at Halle; but they
chiefly confift of handicrafts, by which they carry on
their improvements cheap. They encourage marriage
amongft their young people; but to:marry by cafting
of lots to preferve an equality among themfelves, which
they affect very much is not natural. By a late aét of
parliament they are indulged with an affirmation inftead
of an oath in thefe words, ¢ I A.B. do declare in the
¢¢ prefence of Almighty God, the witnefs of the truth
¢ I fay;” but if convicted of wilful and falfe affirming,
thall incur the fame pains and penalties as are enacted by
law againft wilful and corrupt perjury; but fhall net by
their affirmation be qualified to give evidence in criminal
«cafes (Quakers affirmation is good both in criminal and
civil cafes) and not to ferve in juries. o
. After the general defcription of our plantation feta-

ries, thefe in each colony fhould have been enumerated;
but by anticipation they are generally to be found, 1.
‘Thofe of the four colonies of New-England are at full
length. 2. In the province of New-York, befides ‘the
church of England, there are the mode of the kirk -of
Scotland, Dutch Calvinifts, and fome Lutherans of the -
confeflion of Augfburgh in Suabia of Germany, 3. In
the Jerfeys there are the church of England miffions, the

Greenland or Davis’s Straits converts were clad in feal {kins, ‘hair on,
but in general were a nafty fort of chriftians.

[d] Socalled from Motavia, a country adjacent to Bohemia ; they
{eem to be a {prout from the old flock of the Hufiites; the Huffites,
difciples of Hufs and Jerome of Bohemia, followed the tenets of the
Waldenfes who appeared about 1310, and of Wickliffe an Englith

~ Lollard, middle of 14th ¢entury.

Scots
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“Scots prefbyterians and quakers rule ghe roaft. 4. Befides
the church of England miffionaries in t_h¢ country of
Penfylvania, there is one Englith churchin Phxladelphia,
avery large congregation. In Philadelphia (and many
/in the country) there are two pre{byterian meetings, one
called new light of Whitefield’s inftitution, the other ac-
cording to the Scots prefbyterian mode; and beﬁdes_ at
a great diftance in the country there is a congregation
of Cameronians or covenanters, who renew the folemn
league often, and deny all fubmiffion to magiftrates from
the fovereign to the conftable, becaule at the revolu-
tion the king by law affumed to be head of the church,
and contrary to their covenant, in England eftablithed
prelacy inftead of prefbytery. The Quakers have two
large meetings in Philadelphia. and a meeting almoft in
every townfhip of the three firft fettled counties;
in the other three counties they do not prevail; but
every where preferve power by their two irrefiftible
maxims of riches and unity; they have the fecret of
keeping their young people up to thefe, and let them
think and talk otherwife as they pleafe. 5. In Maryland
there are feveral parithes according to the way of the
church of England, and the moft beneficial of any in
our plantations, becaufe as the number of taxables or
congregation increafes, being taxed at fo much tobacco
per head, the value of their livings grows: whereas in
Virginia the parfons are fixed at a certain falary of
16,000 wt. of tobacco per ann. without any regard to
the increafe of the congregation : in Maryland are ‘ten
or a dozen publick Roman catholick chapels, many pref-
byteridns, and fome Quakers. 6. In Virginia there are
no diffenters from the church of England, a few Qua-
kers excepted, their clergy are not noted for their piety
and morality or exemplary life, and require miffionary
reformers more than the congregationalifts of New-Eng-
land; it is faid that many of them are a fcandal to the
profeffion of the church of England, 7. In North-Ca-
rolina {carce any religion; there are two rniﬁionarie;
an
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and a few Quakers. In South-Carolina there are
church of England miflionaries, and the progeny of
fome Scots prefbyterians. 9. In Georgia pE NIHILO
NIHIL.

A few Mifcellany Obfervations.

All charities, excepting to poor orphans, other impo-
tent poor, and children of indigent parents, are charities .
ill applied; charities towards converting people. from
one mode of religion to another, where both are confift-
ent with fociety, are not laudable.

By a general naturalization, foreigners may be im-
ported to all our colonies; but to be intermixed with
the Britith fettlers, their publick worfhip of any deno-
mination, and fchooling to be in Englith [¢]; thus in a
few years, they will not differ from the Britith only in
family names. ) '

In New-England the congregationalifts at firft acted
with too much feverity, which occafioned fome inha-
bitants of Bofton to petition K. Charles IL. anno 1679,
for a church of England, modeftly called the king’s.
chapel, (thus it is with ambaffadors chapels,) fignify-.
ing not an eftablithed, but tolerated or privileged place
of worthip. .

The clamours concerning the perfecutions of diffen-.
ters from the congregational way were very ill founded 5
for inftance, . 1725, the affeflors of Tiverton and Dart-.
mouth were by a proper warrant from the province
treafurer committed to jail for not affefling the townthip
towards common rates..

{e] A late propofal in Penfylvania of erefting German fchools was ‘
moft abfurd.

SECT.
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SECT. XL

Concerning the colony of Connelicut.

HIS is the laft of the four colonies formerly

called; The dominions of New-England. Itisa
plantation- of induftrious fagacious hufbandmen, not-
withiftanding that fome of the meaner fort are villains,
corruptio optimi peffima, efpecially in not paying theit
juft debts to the inhabitants or dealers of the neighbour:
ing colonies; in all their eleCtions of governor, coun-
fellors, reprefentatives, judges, and other publick offi-
cers, by cuftom, they generally prefer the moft worthy.
Their eaftern townfhips have been tainted by the adja-
cent paper-money-making colonies of Maffachufetts- -
Bay and Rhode-Ifland, and followed that fraud inftéad
of going into the better currency of their weftern ad-
joining province of New-York; the Conneéicut admi.
niftration are at prefent fenfible of this error, and have
- reduced all their publick fees and fines to proclamatioti
money.—I could not avoid this preamble, by way of
eulogy upon the prefent adminiftration in their exem:
plary jurifdiction. They have fubfifted as a govern-
ment about ninety years, and from ceconomical expéri-
ence, have formed 4 body of laws lately revifed and
publifhed anno 1750, in a finall folio of 258 pages, of
the moft natural, equitable, plain and concife laws for
Pplantations, hitherto extant,

This colony at prefent is by royal charter, a coali-
tion of two diftinét voluntary focieties, formed from
articles by fubfcription of many planters, then called
Hartford and New-Haven colonies. That of Hartford
was from an emigration of fome difcontented rigids of
fome townthips adjoining to Bofton (fee vol. I. p. 444.)
they went weft fouthwardly, and planted the lands now
called Springfield, Suffield, Enfield, Windfor, Hard:

for
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ford, Wethersfield, &c. fome of thefe were within the
Maflachufetts jurifdiction : thofe who were without the
jurifdition, by fubfcription of articles formed them-
felves after the model of Maffachufetts-Bay into a vo-
luntary but not legal jurifdiétion. Their frft election of
magiftrates was 1636 ; 1637 people from England un-
der the direttion of Mr. Eaton, Mr. Davenport, &e¢.
purchafed of the Indians, and began another diftiné
voluntary jurifdiction upon Long-Ifland faund called the
colony of New-Haven, and continued one of the [f]
united colonies of New-England until the reftoration of
king Charles II. and was then with the faid coleny of
Hartford by royal charter incorporated into the preféat
colony of Conneticut. ‘ ,
John Winthrop, fon of John Winthrop, governor
of Maflachufetts-Bay, as agent from the lords Say and
Brook, arrived at fort Saybrook 1635, and was afters
wards chofen governor of Hartford colony. Upon the
reftoration of king Charles II. he went home and ob-
tained a royal charter incorporating Hartford and New-
Haven colonies into one united colony; he was fourteen
years governor of this united colony [¢]. .
The firft volunteer governor of Hartford colony was
Edward Hopkins, born in England 1600, 2 Turky
merchant of London; he returned to England, was in
feveral offices there, and died in London ¥657. Alter-
nately with him Mr. Hains was chofen governor. After

- [£] The united colonies of New-England from 1643 to 1663, were
Maflachufetts-Bay, Plymouth, Hartford, and New-Haven.

During the confufions or civil warin England, the colonies in Ame-
rica were negleted, and afted at pleafure.

{g] John Winthorp, formerly governor of Connefticut; died in
Bofton, April 5, 1676, =t. 73, eldeft fonof Mr. Winthorp, governor
of Maffachufetts, who died March 26, 1649.

He was much given to experimental philofophy and medicine; fe-
veral of hisrecipes are iti'l ufed by that family in charity to the poor;
fome of his pieces are to be found amongft the firft philofophical tranf-
aétions of the London royal fociety; he was a great admirer of Van-
Helmont, and dealt much in antimonials. ‘

them
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them George Willis, Thomas Wells, and John Webfter

were chofen governors.

Mr. Eaton, an eaft country merchant of London,
one of the patentees of Maffachufetts colony, with a
parcel of planters 1637 fettled at New-Haven. After
being for many fucceflive years governor, he died 1657 ;
to him fucceeded Francis Newman, he continued three
or four years governor and died. Mr. Leet, a lawyer,
fucceeded and continued governor until Hartford and
New-Haven were by royal charter united into one colo-
ny, and was their deputy governor under Mr. Winthrop
while he lived, and after Mr. Winthrop’s death conti-
nued ten years governor till his own death.

‘We thould have mentioned that Robert, earl of War-
wick, having obtained a grant 1630 from the council of
Plymouth, procured a patent from king Charles I. of
lands in New-England from Narraganfet river, as the
fea coaft runs towards Virginia forty leagues, and eaft
and weft from fea to fea or to Maflachufett fouth line;
this was made over to William vifcount Say and Seal,
Robert lord Brook, and company ; they built a fort at
the mouth of Connecticut river, and called it Say-Brook ;
but finding no profit to accrue, they fold it to the fet-’
tlers 1644.

The prefent boundaries of Conne&icut colony are
its north [4] line upon Maffachufetts-Bay province of
about feventy-two miles, fettled 1713 ; its [£] eafterly
line upon the colony of Rhode-Ifland of about forty-
five miles, fertled 1728; its foutherly ‘line is upon
Long-Ifland found, being a fea line of about ninety
miles in a diret W. foutherly courfe from the mouth of
Pakatuke river to the mouth of Byram river ; its wefter-
line as finally fettled with New-York, and by a deed of

[4] Secvol. I p. 416, by miftake it was {aid to have been conﬁrmed‘
by the king in council.

(] See vol. IL. p. 93. _
. furrender
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furrender from the colony of Conneticut to the king,
May 14, 1731, is as follows. ‘ _

This weft line was regulated thus, beginning at
twenty miles eaft from Courtland’s point [£] of Hudfon’s
river; N. 12d. 3om. E. fifty-two and half miles to
a continuation of the Maffachufetts and Conneicut di-
vifional line in N. lat. 42d. 2m. [/] From the above-
faid projection from Courtland’s pointrun S. 24d. 3om.
eaft, feven and one quarter miles, then W. S. W. thir-
teen miles fixty-four rod, then S. S. E. eight miles to
the mouth of Byram river. A line parallel with the
firft two lines at the diftance of one mile three quarters
of a mile and twenty rod eaftward is the prefent boun-
dary between Conneéticut and New-York, and the
land comprehended by thefe parallel lines is called the
Oblong granted by Connelticut to New-York as an
equivalent for fome lands upon the Sound, fettled by,
but not originally belonging to, Conneéticut ; this was
confirmed by the king in council. The Oblong con-
tains about 69,000 acres, whereof 50,000 acres is
in difpute, the property being claimed by Eyles and
company, alfo by Hanly and company [#]; it remains
a place of refuge for the mifcreants from New-England
and New-York.

The partition line between New-York and Connecti-
cut as eflablithed December 1, 1664, runs from the
mouth of Memoroncok river (a little weft from Byram
river) N. N. W, and was the ancient eafterly bounds of
New-York till Nov. 23, 1683, the line was run nearly
the fame as it is now fettled. ‘

Duke of Hamilton’s grant took in part of the prefent
colony of Connecticut; this grantwas from Narraganfet-

[#] Courtland’s point is computed to be forty miles as the river runs
from the city of New-York. '

{/) This N. W. corner of Conne&icut colony is twenty and three
quarter miles from Hudfon’s river, about nine miles above _Kingﬁon,
one mile below the mouth of Efopus river, and about fifty miles below
Albany.

[=] See New-York fection.

Vou. II. M Bay
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Bay to Connedticut river, and back into the country
until it met with Maflachufects fouth line; but as this
was never purchafed of the native Indians, and never
fettled, it may be deemed as obfolete; there have been
fome attempts to revive this claim, but never profe.
cuted.

The Indians almoft extinét; they have a fmall referve
upon the eaft fide of Connecticut river at Piftol pointin -
Weathersfield; a very fmall parcel of Nianticks about
five or fix miles weft from New-London; there is an
Indian referve of acres upon New-London river in
the northern parts of that townthip called Mohegins.

In Conneticut are eight convenient fhipping ports
for fmall craft, but all mafters enter and clear at the
port of New-London, a good harbour five miles within
land, and deep water. Here they build large fhips, but
their timber is fpungy, and not durable; it fplits or
rives well into ftaves ; {mall veffels are built at Saybrook,
Killingfworth, New-Haven or Wallingsford river, &,
In the Sound the tide flows from fix to eight feet, the,
deep water is upon the Long-ifland fide.

Foreign veflels entered and cleared in the port of New-
London from the 25th of March 1748 to the 25th of
March 1749 ; fcarce any regiftered more than eighty
tons, and generally are Weft-India traders.

Entered inwards. Cleared outwards.
Brigantines 3 Brigantines 20 -
Sloops 30 Sloops ‘ 37
Schooners 4 Schooners 5

37 62

‘Here, as in all other Britith colonies, the colle€or and
other cuftom-houfe officers, are by warrant from the

commiflioners of the cuftoms in confequence of an order

from the treafury; the commiffioners of the treafury di-
rect all officers of the revenue. , ;

" N n‘
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" In Conne&icut the government is in the hands of
the reprefentative of the freemen or people [#], as was
alfo the property ; but at prefent no colony or general
lands remain (fo it is in Rhode-Ifland) excepting fome
Indian referves.

In the reigns of Charles II. and James II. the colony
of Connectticut (as alfo of Rhode-Ifland) in the cafe ot
their charter, did not ftand a law {fuit at home, as did
Maffachufetts-Bay, but tacitly dropt their charter or ju-
rifdi¢tion, and upon the happy revolution tacitly reaf-
fumed their jurifdiction, which was deemed good, and
fubfifts to this day.

"This colony (before a charter granted them, by the
two diftinét appellations of Hartford and New-Haven)
was two of the four affociated colonies of New-England;
Old Maffachufetts and Old Plymouth were the other
two ; the quota of charges of the two Conneéticut co~
lonies of Hartford and New-Haven was equal to that
of the old colony of Maffachufetts-Bay.

As to their wars ot rather bickerings with the Canada
French and their Indians, as alfo with our intermixed In-
dians in their infurretions, they were in common with
Maffachufetts-Bay colony and province; we refer to the
fetion concerning Maffachufetts-Bay. What happened
prior to the Conneticut royal charter, fee vol. I. p.

" [#] Our colonies are of various natures. 1. In fome the govern
ment and property are in the crown; South-Carolina, North-Caro-
lina excepting the property of the earl of Granville’s one eighth fhare 3
Virginia, excepting the property of the north neck which belongs
to lord Fairfax; New York, New-Hampthire, Nova-Scotia, and
- Newfoundland. 2. In fome, both government and property are in
the proprietaties, fuchas Maryland, and Penfylvania. 3. Infomethe
government and property is in the reprefentatives of the people, e. g.
- Conne&ticut and Rhode+Ifland. 4. In others, the governmentisin the
king, but the property is in the reprefentatives of the people, as in
Maffachufetts-Bay. 5.  Government in the king, and property in a
certain body of proprietors, as in the New Jerfeys. 6. Georgiamay be
faid not digefted. ‘
M 2 189
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189 their fhare in* the redycing of Port-Royal, pew
Annapolis, 1710, fee vol. I. p. 308 ; their fhare in the
fham expedition 1711 (the nation was at that time, and
by management, frequently the dupe of the miniftry)
againft Canada, fee vol. I. p. 312 ; their quota in that
unaccountably rath, but by divine providence extraordi-
nary fuccefsful, expedition againft Louifbourg of Cape-
Breton, fee vol. I. p. 3503 the affair of the projeéted
but abortive expedition 1746 againft Canada, feevol L

p- 315. ‘
Abfract of the Comnelicut CHARTER.

¢ Conneéticut colony was incorporated, April 23,
“ 1662, by charter of K. Charles II. from the humble
¢ petition of nineteen gentlemen principal proprietors
“ in the faid colony, partly by purchafe for valuable
¢¢ confiderations, and partly gained by a conqueft; and
‘¢ living remote’ from other Englith plantations: thefe
““ gentlemen’s names are — John Winthrop, Henry
¢¢ Clarke, Nathan Gold, Henry Wolcot, John Ogden,
¢¢ John Clarke, John Mafon, Matthew Allyn, Richard
“ Treat, John Talcott, Thomas Welles, Anthony
“ Hawkins, Samuel Willis, John Tapping, Richard
¢ Lord, Daniel Clarke, Obadiah Brown, ‘John Deming,
¢ Matthew Chamfield, with all others who fhall be made
< free of the company, are incorporated by the name of
““ THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY OF THE ENGLISH cO-
“ rony oF ConnecTIcUT IN NEw-ENGLAND IN AME-

. ““ R1ea, with perpetual fucceflion, to purchafe land’

¢¢ and chattels, and them to leafe or alien as corporations

‘“ in England may do, with a common feal; and therg
¢ fhall be ele¢ted out of the freemen one governor, one’
¢ deputy governor, and twelve affiftants, viz. the firft
¢ governor John Winthrop, firlt deputy governor John
“ Mafon, the firft twelve affiftants Samuel Willis, Mat-
¢ thew Allyn, Nathan Gold, Henry Clarke, Richard:
“ Treat, John Ogden, John Tapping, John Talcott,
¢ Thomas
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¢ Thomas Welles, Henry Wolcott, Richard Lord, and
¢ Daniel Clarke ; the governor may at any time call an
“affembly; to have two annual affemblies, viz. fecond
¢ Thur{day in O&ober, and fecond Thurfday of May te
¢ confift of -the afliftants and deputies, not exceeding
«¢ two from one place, chofen by the freemen of each
¢ place to be a general affembly, whereof the governor
<¢ and deputy governor, and f{ix of the affiftants at leaft
¢ to be feven. This general affembly may change the
*¢ times of their meeting and ele@ions; toadmit freemen,
<¢ and conftitute fuch officers as they fhould think fit;
¢ and once every year on the fecond Thurfday of May,
<¢ the governor, deputy governor, affiftants, and other
«¢ officers, " fhall be in the faid general court newly chofen
< for the year enfuing,and to take their refpective corpo-
¢¢ ral oaths for the due performance of theiroffices before
“ two affiftants; the firft nominated governor to take
¢ his oath before a mafter in chancery. The inhabitants
¢ to have a power to import inhabitants and goods into
“¢ the colony, paying the ufual duties. All our fubjects
¢ inhabirtants born there, or at fea, coming to or going:
¢ from thence, to be deemed natural born fubje&s. The
< general aflembly to eret judicatories, and to make
< reafonable laws, not contrary to the laws of England,
¢¢ and to fettle forms of magiftracy and magiftrates, and
¢ to impofe lawful fines and other penalties; and in geé-
* neral, that our faid people may be fo religioully,
«¢ peaceably, and civily governed; as that their good life
<t and orderly converfation, may win and invite the na-
¢ tives of the country to the knowledge and obedience of
¢ the only true Gop and Savicur of mankind; this with
<¢ the adventurers free profeffion, is the only and prin-
< cipal end of this plantatiod. A power martial to raife
< forces for their own defence, to kill or otherways de-
¢ ftroy by all fitting ways any who attempt the detri-
< ment of the colony, and upon occafion to ufe law
¢ martial ; and upon juft caufes to invade and deftroy
¢¢ the natives or other enemies of the {aid colony. Li-
' ' M3 “ berty
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‘¢ berty is referved to all his majefty’s fubjeéts to fifh,
“ to build wharfs and ftages upon wafte lands—This
¢¢ colony is bounded eaft by the Narraganfet river, com-
¢ monly called Narraganfet-Bay, where the faid river
- < falleth into the fea; and on the north by the line of the
¢ Maffachufetts plantation, and on the fouth by the fea;
¢¢ and from the faid Narraganfet-Bay on the eaft to the
¢¢ South-Sea on the weft part. To be holden 1n free and
¢ common foccage as of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich,
¢ paying only the fifth part of all the ore of gold and fil-
¢ ver that may be difcovered there.
« By writ of privy-feal, Howarp.”
Their prefent enacting ftile is, * Be it enacted by the
¢ governor, council and reprefentatives, in general court
¢ affembled, and by the authority of the fame.”

The prefent counties and towns are

HAaRrTFORD county. * Berkamftead
Hartford * Colebrook
‘Windfor * Gothen
‘Weathersfield * Norfolk

. Middletown * Cornwall
Farmington * Canaan
Symfbury * Kent
Haddam New-Haven county.
Faft-Haddam Milford
Colchefter Guilford
Hebron Brentford '
Glaflenbury Wallingford 3
Bolton Darby
Willington Waterbury
* Stafford New-Milford
Toland Durham
Litchfield * Sharon
* Harwinton * Salifbury
* Hartland NEew.Lonpon county. *
* Winchefter New-L.ondon
* New-Hartford - Norwich
¥ Torrington Saybrook

Stonington
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Stonington ' 'WINDHAM county.
Xillingworth | Windham
Lyme { Lebanon
Groton Plainfield
Prefton Canterbury
FarrrieLD county. Mansfield
Fairfield - Coventry
Stratford - Pomfret
Norwalk * Morthlake
Stanford Killingley
Greenwich ~{ Afhford
Woodbury Volentown
Danbury ‘ 1 * Union
New-Town Being in all abouta hun-
Ridgefield dred reprefentatives.
* New-Fairfield ]

Every townfhip fends two reprefentatives excepting
thofe marked * which are new or poor townthips, pay
no colony rates, and confequently fend no reprefentatives
to the general affembly or legiflature: Haddam and
Eaft Haddam fend only one reprefentative each. ;

The freemen of each town fhall in September meet
to chufe reprefentatives for the general affembly, and
twenty perfons in nomination for the next May general
eletion. In April the twelve affiftants to be chofen by

“the treemen of each town out of the twenty nominated
perfons, to be fent fealed up to the general affembly,
with the votes for the governor, deputy governor, fe-
cretary and treafurer; as alfo votes for the reprefenta-
tives for the May affembly called proxies, returned by
the conftable of each town. ,

The affiftants and the reprefentatives are paid out of
the colony treafury. :

Annually two general courts; the firft at Hartford,
called the court of eleétion, held on the fecond Thur{day
inMay, where the freemen fhall eleét a governor, deputy
governor, twelve affiftants, treafurer and fecretary s the

M 4 fecond
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fecond at New-Haven, fecond Thurfday in O&ober : in
the general court fhall fubfift the power of making
laws, granting levies, difpofing of colony lands, erect-
ing of judicatories and officers, granting releafe in cri-
minal or capital cafes, diffolving and proroguing of
themfelves. The governor, deputy governor, or fe-
cretary may call a general court upon emergencies. No
member of the general court during its {efions, to be
arrefted, except for treafon or felony. Every town may
fend one or two deputies. Previous to all'other bufinefs,
the houfe of reprefentatives or deputies are to chufe a
fpeaker and clerk. They are the only judges concerning
their own eletion. Every day’s abfence, fine ten fhil-
lings, to be paid to the colony treafurer. In anequivote
the governor in the upper houfe, and fpeaker in the
lower houfe, fhall have a cafting vote.

Courts of judicature.

All cafes exceeding the value of forty thillings fhall
be determined by a jury of twelve men in common
law. . ,

Annually in January at a town meeting there fhall
be chofen jury-men to ferve in the feveral courts, qua-
lification fifty fhillings at leaft frechold, ratedin the ge- -
neral lift ; the names of the jury-men fo chofen fhall be
put in a box with a lock, and when any number of
Jury-men are fummoned to ferve at any court, the town
conftable thall-at random draw fo many out of the box,
as is required from that town; any juror fo drawn, but
not appearing at the court, penalty ten fhillings, and
deficiencies in juries to be filled de talibus circumftantibis.
The number of jury-men to be annually chofen in each
town. ' : o

In HarTrorD county. | Symfbury a2
Hartford 20 | Glaffenbury 10
‘Wethersfield 20 | Hebron . 10
Windfor ' 20 o —
Farmington 20| ‘ - 132
Middletown 20| Niw-
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New-Haven county. | FarrrIELD county.
New-Haven 20 | Fairfield: 20
Milford 12 . Stratford 20
Wallingford 15, Norwalk 20
Brentford 10 | Stanford 12
Guilford 12 | Danbury 12
Durham 6 | New-Town 12
Darby 6 | Ridgefield 6
Waterbury * 6 | Greenwich 10

871 o112

NEew-Loxpon county. WinNDHAM county.
New-London 15 | Windham 12
Norwich 15 | Lebanon - 12
Prefton : 15 | Coventry 12
Stonington 15 | Plainfield 12
Groton 15 | Canterbury 12
Lyme _ 15 | Pomfret 12
Saybrook . 15 | Volentown 1z
Killingworth 15 | Afhford 12
: , — | Mansfield 12

120 ' —
108

. N. B. I cannot account, why Haddam and Eaft-Had-
dam, ~Colchefter,. Bolton, Willington, Toland, and
Litchfield, in the county of Hartford; New-Milford,
and Durham, in the county of New-Haven; Wood-
bury in the county of Fairfield; and Killingley in the
county of Windham, which fend reprefentatives to the.
general court or affembly, do not fend jurors to the
courts below., '

~ All judges and juftices are appointed by the general
affembly, and commiffioned by the governor with the
province feal ; the governor, deputy governor, and af~
fiftants, are juftices ex officio.

As
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As to the courts, where though the cafe may be of
confiderable value, no jury isrequired; there is

1. The court of probates. :

2. Court of vice-admiralty are the fame officers as for
New-York. :

3. Jufticiary court of admiralty ; fome of the judges
are from New-York. ‘

There fhall be a fuperior court of judicature, ambua
latory from county to county ; this court to confift of
one chief judge and four other judges (whereof three a
quorum) and fhall have cognizance of all pleas of the

~crown that relate to life, limb, or banithment; of di-
vorce; of all 'pleas, real, perfonal, or mixt; the fame
to try by a jury or otherways, proceed to judgment,
and award execution. ‘This court to be held in each
county twice annually. The chief judge, or in his ab-
fence, any three of the judges, may call a {pecial court
upon extraordinary occafions. Any one judge may
open and adjourn the court, and where no judge prefents
the fheriff may adjourn the court to next day. The
judges to appoint and fwear their own clerk. :

An inferior court of judicature to be held in each
county twice a year, by ajudge with two or more juftices
of the quorum commiffioned for that purpofc; to deter-
mine by a jury or otherways all civil caufes, real, per-
fonal, or mixt, as alfo all criminal matters, not ex-
tending to life, limb, banithment, or divorce. Have
power to levy a county tax. :

A {pecial county court may be called upon any extra-
ordinary occafion, and may adjourn themfelves to any
diftant time to appoint and fwear their own clerks and
county treafurer.  Every chief judge or prefident, or-
moderator in any civil court fhall have a cafting vote. -

A court of probate confifting of one judge and a clerk
by him to be appointed, to be held in each of the follow-
ing diftricts, called the diftrit of Hartford, New-Haven,
New-London, Fairfield, Windham, Plainfield, Guilford,

‘Woodbury,
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Woodbury, Stanford, Eaft-Hadham, Litchfield, Dan-
bury, and Norwich. In difficult cafes may call in two
or three juftices of the quorum.  Any perfon aggrieved
may appeal and review to the next fuperior court of the
county. .

The judges of probates to enquire after all efcheats,
and give notice to the colony treafurer, who is to make
fale by publick vendue of all efcheats for the benefit
of the colony; but if afterward any juft title of an heir
appear, it fhall upon reafonable terms be reftored.

Executors after two months probate, negleting to
regifter an inventory of the deceafed’s eftate, thall forfeit
five pound per month. Executors refufing to accept,
adminiftration fhall be granted to the next of kin, or
principal creditors. Executors negleéting to prove a
will after thirty days, fhall forfeit five pound per month.
Adminiftration upon inteftate eftates, to the widow or
next of kin, at the difcretion of the judge of probates.
The diftribution of inteftate eftates to be, one third ot
the perfonal eftate to the widow for ever, and her dower
of one third of the real eftate for life; the remainder to
be equally divided among the children, but the eldeft
fon to have a double fhare; and if all daughters, they
fhall inherit as copartners; the divifion of the eftate to
be by three fufficient freeholders upon oath appointed
by the judge of probates. The portion of any child dy-
ing before of age or married, fhall be divided among
the furvivors. No reprefentatives to be admitted among
collaterals after brothers and fifters children. Where
no legal reprefentatives, the widow fhall be allowed one
moiety of the perfonal eftate for ever, and one third of
the real eftate for life. All fales of lands made by ad-
miniftrators fhall be void.

Marriages. No perfon to be married unlefs pub-
lithed in fome congregation, or publickly pofted up
eight days before fuch marriage. No perfon to join
people in marriage, befides a juftice in the county or
an ordained minifter of the parith where the partilels

diwell,
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dwell. Any juftice or minifter marrying perfons with.
out publication, and certificate of the confent of the pa:
rents or guardians, penalty twenty pound. Any man ens
deavouring to obtain the affeétions of a maid, without
liberty of courtthip from the parents or guardians, . for
the firft offence five pound, &c.—— Degrees of kindred
forbidding marriage, are according to the Levitical law,
and fuch marriages are declared to be null and void, and
to fit upon the gallows with a rope about their neck,
and ftripes not exceeding forty, and to wear the letter |-
on their arm or back. If any perfons within the faid-
degrees do matry or cohabit, or perfons cohabiting after
divorce, penalty as adultery ; excepting cafes of ab-
fence, “as the law directs, where the fuperior court may
grant liberty to marry again. o

A man found abed with another man’s wife, bdth
to be whipt not exceeding thirty ftripes. Men or wo-
men wearing contrary apparels, fine not exceeding five

und.

The age of confent for marriage is to the man fourteen
zt. to the women twelve @t. No perfon unmarried fhall
keep houfe of himfelf, without confent of the town, pe-
nalty twenty thillings per week. Contra&ts of perfons
under parents, guardians, or mafters, are not valid.
The fele& men and overfeers of the poor, with the affent
of the next juftices, may bind out poor idle childreny
- boys to twenty-one ®t. girls toeighteen &t. -~

The dower for widows where no jeinture was made
before marriage, is one third of the perfonal eftate with-
out limitation, and one third of the income of the reak-
eftate for life, but tokeepitin good repair.

- All perfons -of right underftanding =t. twenty-one ot
upwards, though excommunicated; by deed or will if
feventeen zt. and upwards, may difpofe of perfonal
eftate. The age for chufing of guardians fhall be four-
teen @t. for males, and twelve ®t. for females. )

Where parents or mafters neglet children under their
care, the {elect-men may bind them out, boys to twenty-
one xt. girls to eighteen zt, : Idiots,
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Idiots, impotent and diftraéted, fhall be under the
direction of the county courts, to be provided for by
the following degrees of kindred; father or mother,
grand-father or grand-mother, children or grand-chil-
dren, if able. The eftates of fuch (if any) by a proper
order may be fold for their maintenance. Where no
fufficient relations or eftate does appear, they fhall be
fupported at the charge of the town where they live. The
felect-men are to appoint them guardians.

Idle perfonsand drunkards, by warrant to be brought
before a juftice ; the goods of fuch perfons fhall be un-.
der the management of the feleét-men, who may fell
all or part (not real, without an order of the general
affembly) of their eftates, and on deficiency, difpofe of
their perfon to fervice for a certain time, to pay their
juft debts. May appeal from the {ele€t-men to the county
court. Al fuch perfons are difabled from making of
contradts.

In this colony is no partictilar court of chancery; in
fome cafes the general court a&t as a court of chancery
or equity: : _

Jufticiary courts of oyer and terminer, called affizes
and general goal delivery, is the fame with the fuperior
court.

The court of vice-admiralty, the fame judge and
other officers of that court, which ferve for the pro-
vince of New-York, ferve alfo for the colony of Con-
necticut. ' |
" The jufticiary court of admiralty for trial of crimes
committed at {ea confifts of judges, fome from the colony
of Conneéticut, and fome from the province of New-
York, purfuant to the inftrutions from home. .
~ A juftice may determine in any cafe not exceeding .
forty fhillings, if land is not concerned; if the judges
find that the jury have not attended to the evidence,
they may caufe them to return to a fecond and. third.
confideration, but nomore. The judges to determine
ip cafes of law, where the jury brings in a non liquet or

I : {pecial
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fpecial verdi&, viv. ¢ If the law be fo in'fuch a point,
< then we find for the plaintiff, but if the law be other-
¢ ways, then we find for the defendant.” May appeal
from a juftice to the county court, and from thence
may review to the next county court, or appeal td the
next fuperior court ; from the review to the fecond
county court, may appeal to the next fuperior court,
but without any review in the fuperior court; but if
from the firft county court he appeal to the fuperior
court, he is admitted to review in the next fuperior
court. Ina debtupon bond, bill, or note, for a value
not exceeding forty fhillings, no appegl to be allowed,
and if not exceeding ten pound, no appeal is allowed
from a county court.

~ No appeals are allowed to the king in council. Some
have gone home by way of complaintat a confiderable
charge, but no relief, excepting the cafe of John
Winthrop, Efq. who procured a declaration of the
king in council, ¢ That their law concerning dividing
¢¢ land inheritance of an inteftate was contrary to the law
¢ of England, and void:” but in fubfequent cafss this
colony have no.regard to the declaration. )

The general affembly hear writs of error againft pro-
ceedings of the fuperior court ; and in fome inftances a&
as a court of chancery.

‘Where any other court exceeds their jurifdi&ion,
the judges of the fuperior court may grant a pro-
hibition with the fame power, as the king’s bench in
England.

Sheriffs to be appointed bythe governor and council
called affiftants, giving fecurity ; in cafe of riots or great
oppofitions in his office, may raife the militia of the
¢ounty, and to be under his command.

Each county appoints one king’s attorney.
~In cafes of account, the court may appoint three aus
ditors.

In cafes of abatement of a writ, the plaintiff upon his
paying to the defendant his cofts to that time, may amer}\‘d

the
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the defect and proceed. No writ fhall abate for a circum-
ftantial miftake. :

- In all ations before a juftice; fix days warning is re-
quired ; before a county or fuperior court, twelve days.

Any defendant upon default, paying down to the ad-
verfe party cofts, may be admitted to the tryal.

All titles of lands to be tried in the county where the
land lies. -

No perfon to be kept in prifon, where {ufficient eftate
does appear; where no eftate appears, the debtor thall
fatisfy the debt by fervice.

Fees. For attending the general court, per diem, to
an affiftant {ix thillings, to areprefentative four fhillings
and four pence, per mile, travelling out; chief juftice
of the fuperior court twelve fhillings ; affiftant judges
nine fhillings ; county courts chief judge feven fhillings;
juftices of the quorum five fhillings ; licence to a tavern
keeper three fhillings; acknowledging any inftrument
fixpence ; to the fecretary for the colony feal one fhilling;
to the general affembly for every petition one pound ;
attornies fees, fuperior court eight fhillings ; inferior or
county court four fhillings; goalers fees, commitment
and difcharge two fhillings; for dieting each prifoner
per week two fhillings ; to a county furveyor of lands and
for his houfe, befides expences, four fhillings per
diem. N. B. Thefe fees feem to be in the bills of the
emiffion equal to three and half old ten. of New-England
common currency.

Publick houfes of entertainment for each town to be
nominated in January annually by the magiftrates, felett-
men, conftables, and grand jury-men, be approved of
by the next.county court, and licenfed by them': the
houfe-keeper not to fuffer {fons not of age, or fervants,
to fit tipling, fine fix (hillings ; ftrangers and foreigners
excepted: none to keep company in publick houfes
evening next following the Lord’s day, or days of faft;
any perfon found in a tavern (fome exceptions) the night
betore and the night after the Lord’s day, or after ci\inli

o’cloc
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o’clock in any other night, fine three fhillings; by a

fpecial warrant, houfes may be broke open in fearching

after perfons in taverns; inhabitants not to fit in a ta-

vern drinking above one hour at a time, excepting upon

extraordinary occafions, fine fix fhillings ; tavern hunters

to be pofted up at the tavern doors with a prohibition

of entertaining them upon penalty of three pound; no

tavern-keeper to bring an aétion for drink, fold after twd

days; none but licenfed houfes to fell ﬁ:rong ‘liquor. in

quantities exceeding one quart of wine or {pirits, or one .
gallon of any other liquor, fine three pound firft offence,

fix pound fecond offence, and fo doubled every offence ;

if not able to pay, to be whipt not lefs than ten, and not

exceeding fifteen ftripes every offence. » :

In Conne&icut (and all over New-England every con-
ftituted townfhip is a corrPorATION;) the qualification
for a voter or freeman is twenty-one @®t. and upwards,

- with a frechold rated in the common lift at fifty fhillings,
or perfonal eftate rated at forty pound befides his poll or
perfon. Townfhip meetings or aflfemblies may make
prudential laws or orders, penalty of tranfgreffion not
to exceed twenty fhillings. Townfhip officers to be
chofen annually in December, viz. felect-men not exceed-
ing feven, lifters (affeffors) not exceeding nine, &c. all
elections to be by a major part of ‘the qualified voters.
Town clerks to regifter marriages, births, and burials.

No perfon to be admitted an inhabitant of a town, but
by confent of the felet-men; no ftranger to refide ex-
ceeding—days without liberty from the fele€t-men, and
the entertainer finable. A ftranger continuing after being
warned out, fine ten fhillings per week, or whipt not
exceeding ten ftripes. One year’s refidencé qualifies 2
perfon for an inhabitant. A ftranger entertained above
four days, the entertainer fhall be at the charge if taken
fick. Vagrants to be ordered from conftable to conftable
back to the place they came from ; ifthey return, fhall
be toties quoties whipt not exceeding ten: ftripes. .

: Annually
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Annually on the firft Monday of March the proprietor-
fhips not conftituted into townthips, are to meetand chufe
a moderator, clerk, treafurer, and a committee to ma-
nage affairs in the intervals of their general meetings.
By a major vote computed by intereft, they are to be
chofen, and may levy taxes as may be needed. Suffi-
cient partition fences to be five feet, if rails or wooden
fences ; ftone fence four feet high; or hedges, brooks,
ditches, creeks, rivers, in the judgement of the fence=
viewers, equivalent thereto. No perfon to feed his cat-
tle in his neighbour’s land, as if common field, without
leave, from 1oth April, to 1oth O&ober.

Taxes confift in the articles of rates, impoft, and ek-
cife.

Rates comprehend the poll-tax.  Every perfon an-
nually, at or before September 10, to give ina lift of his
polls and rateable eftate : thofe lifts to be returned to the
general court in October : perfons to be four-folded who
leave out part of the eftate, or who give in no eftate;
the lifters may relieve people overcharged, may appeal
to a juftice, and to the felect-men of the town.——Every
male perfon from fixteen to feventy @t. to be fet in the
lift at 18 1. (governor, deputy governor, affiftants, mi-
nifters of the gofpel, prefident and tutors of the colle-
giate fchool, ftudents there, fchool-mafters, and infirm
perfons are excufed) every ox at 41; each fteer, cow, or
heifer of three years and upwardsat 31; fteer or heifer
of two years at 4053 each fteer or heiter of one year 20s.
Each horfe or mare of three years old and upwards 4t 3 1.
of two years old 40s. of one year old 20s. Every
fwine one year old and upwards 20s. Each dwelling-
houfe with adjoining land 205s. peracre; plow and mow-
ing land in fome countries 155. in others 10s. in others
vs. 6d. per acre; boggy mowing meadow land 5s. per
acre; all upland palture or mowing 8s. per acre. Pe-
culiars to be affeffed by the neareft town. Veflels at 155.
per tun, The prefident of Yale college, and all mini-
- Vou. IL ' N fters
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fters of the gofpel, their eftates in the towns where they
live are exempted. All allowed attornies at law, 501.
their faculty ; and others higher in proportion to their
bufinefs. Al traders, &c. to be rated for their faculties
. at the difcretion of the lifters, )

Rartes. In our American colonies, in aflefling of
rates, real eftate is generally valued at feven years in-
come, which is favourable, In Great-Britain, lands are

fold at twenty or thirty years purchafe.

In Conneéticut 1d. rate, produces from 4000l ta
5000 1, currency.

Impost. There is a high duty upon the exportation
of all timber and lumber to the neighbouring govern-
ments of Maffachufetts, New-York, Rhode-Ifland, and
New-Hampthire; this is defigned in lien of a prohibi-
tion, that after fome years the colony may not be defti-
tute of thofe materials. The impoft upon rum is per
gallon 1d. if imported diretly from the Weft-Indies or
fugar iflands, and 2d. from all other parts; a drawback
is allowed upon its exportation. \

All foreign trading veflels not owned in the colony at
clearing, to pay powder money to the naval
officer.

The governor with advice of the council, upon oc-
cafion, by proclamation may for a time prohibit the
exportation of grain and other provifions ; delinquents
forfeit thefe goods by an order obtained from a - fpecial

county court.

Excise 3d. per gallon on all wine and diftilled H-
quors; this is applied to defray county charges. The
county courts to appoint receivers of the excife, fees 2 s.
in the pound. Receivers may agree with the publick
houfes by the year. ‘ _

The a& regulating maritime affairs extending from
P- 147, to p. 152, in twenty-feven {ections ia their law

book; does not contain any thing peculiar,
. By



Secr. XL Of RuopE-IsLanps: 179

By the a&t for forming and regulating the militia, the
governor to be captain general, the deputy governors
fieutenant general: the military companies of the feveral
townfhips to be formed into thirteen regiments of foot,
and to each regiment of foor, one troop of horfe of fixty-
four men, officers included. Thefe field officers of each
regiment, colonel, lieutenant colone!, and major, to be
appointed by the general affembly, and commiffioned by
the governor. Once in four years to be called together
for regimental exercife. All male perfons from fixteen
to fifty =t. to attend military mufters, excepting Indians
and negroes, fecretary, juftices, church officers, mem-
bers of the collegiate fchool, allowed phyficians and fur-
geons, reprefentatives, fchool-mafters, attornies at law,
a miller to each grift mill, ferry men, conftant herdf-
men, conftant mariners, fheriffs, conftables, and impo-
tent perfons,  All militia lifted foldiers to be provided,
befides their accoutrements, with on epound of good pow-
der, four pound of bullets, and twelve flints. In cach
company of fixty-four foldiers, befides officers, there thall
be a capt. a lieut. and four ferjeants; where thirty two
foldiers, there fhall be a lieut. enfign, and two ferjeants;
- where but twenty-four foldiers, there fhall be two fer-
jeants. The companies to be trained four times a year,
_every foldier for not appearing to pay three thillings.

The arms and ammunition of all perfons in the go-
vernment to be viewed on the firft Monday of May an-
nually. Each trooping horfe freed from rates and im-
prefles. - Diforders on training days, may be punithed
by laying neck and heel, riding the wuoden horfe, or
fifteen fhiliings. The fines to be applied for coiours,
drummers, balberts, banners, trumpets, trumpeters,
and other charges of the company. The colony to pro-
vide a magazine of powder and fhot, and the felect
men of each town to provide military ftores for their
towns,

The fele€t men may appoint watches and wards in
their feveral towns. '

N2 Any
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Any perfons may form themfelves into artillery com-
panies fo called, for promoting military exercifes.

Deferter from the king’s fervice, fea or land, fire
twenty pounds; and half a year’s imprifonment.
" The training militia of this colony, may. confift of
about 15,000 men. 1740, at a great ftruggle in -the
eleGtion of a governor, there were about 4000 freemen
voters. [0] '

No imprefles of perfons or cattle, but by warrant,
with a reafonable allowance for fervice, and for damages
if any happen.

[o] Tn the houfe of reprefentatives of Maffachufetts-Bay, in their
jowrnal, June 3. 1748, they declare that Connecticut is two thirds as
big (meaning in perfons and eftates, but not in extent of territory,
Plymouth, and province of Maine included) as the province of Mafla-
chufetts-Bay. With fubmiffion, I find Conneéticut not half fo big in
numbers and eftates as Maffachufetts-Bay. At times by the prudent
adminiftration of the jurifdi¢tion of Connefticut colony, their taxes
were only from gocol. to5ocol. currency per ann. whereas the polls
and rates of the Maflachufetts-Bay,- were at the fame time per ann,
about 400,000 currency.

_ 1742, By the valuation on Maffachufetts-Bay, were 41,000 white
males taxable for polls; allowing for concealments they may be efti-
mated at §0,co0 fencibles; which multiplied by four according to
Dr. Halley’s rules, makes 200,000 men, women, and children ; and
in Conneticut about 100,000 peaple. In general, the neareft efti-
mate that can be made of the people in New-England, is

Maflachufetts-Bay 200,000 i

Conne&icut 100,000
Rhode.Ifland 30,000
New-Hampthire 24,000

354,000

One fourth part of thefe are 90,000 fencible men, one fifth is 70,000
fencible marching men, fufficient to {wallow up the French of Cana-
da, and Cape-Breton iflands at a few meals or encounters. ‘

In political balances, the number of inhabitants is a grand article.
Iu Great-Britain and Ireland are about ten millions of people, in France
about double that number, in Spain about five millions, according to
the duke de Riperda’s eftimate, in the feveral United provinces called
Holland, about three millions ; but the produce of trade called mo-
ney, fometimes implies the inferiority of fencible men; thus the ge-

" meral balance of trade being in favour of Holland, it becomes the
center of exchange for all Europe.

4 Their



Ser. XI: ~ Of Rmope-IsLanps, 181

Their produce, manufaliue, trade and navigation.

“Connelticut ufes {carce any foreign trade; lately they
fend fome {fmall craft to the Weft-India iflands ; they
vent their produce in the neighbouring continent colo-
nies, viz. wheat, Indian corn, beaver, pork, butter,
horles, ‘and flax. For fome years they have been en-
deavouring to raifc hemp and flax; flax may {ucceed,
but hemp [cems to require a ftronger foil and warmer
climate; it thrives better farther fouth, as in Penfylva-
nia; that from the northen parts, does not drefs fo
kindly; nor whiten {o well. The Ruffia hemp expoited
from the northern parts of Archangel, Narva, Revel, and
Riga, is brought down from the fouthern parts of Ruffia.

Wool, hemp, flax, and iron, are the general materials
of all our manufactures. The raifing and manufa&uring
of hemp, flax, or any other herba into cordage, canvas,
and other linen, is a general and great advantage without
any detriment to our mother country; it may be fome
difadvantage to our traders to Ruffia, Germany, and
Holland ; but private lucration ought to give way to a
publick good. The linen bufinefs employs variety of
people, pulling the flax, watering of it, breaking, {wing-
ling, hackling, {pinning, weaving, &c.

Some years fince, the government of Connecticut
eftablithed a corporation for commerce, called the New-
London fociety ; but in the fraudulent humour of thefe
* times, contrary to the defign of their inftitution, they

foon began to manufacture printed fociety notes to be
impofed as a currency : the government in their wonted

rudence declared it a nufance; thefe bills were for-
gid a currency, and called in at the charge of the fo-
ciety.

In all countries, the inhabitants may be reduced to
three claffes, 1. Villenage or coatters. 2. Yeomanry or
farmers who improve their own freeholds ; and 3. Gen-
try who live by the rents of their eftates farmed to
others; the fecond fort is generally our cafe,

N 3 Irith
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Irifh potatoes or folanum efculentum tuberofum C.B.P,
is much planted in New-England, thrives well, and is of
good ufe; varieties here, are the rough coat, red coat, flat
white, and long white: my tafte prefers the rough coat.

{2] There is copper ore in Simfbury hills, about a do-
zen miles welt of Connelicut river; it has been wrought,
but did not turn to account; at prefent it lies dormant.

For their wheat and Indian corn; fee elfewhere, as

alfo for their merchantable falt pork. '
Ship building and ftavesare their chief lumber export,

[#] Ilearned from Mr. Baden, as was hinted before, an ingenious
miner and eilay fent from Londoa a few years {ince by a company of
gentlemen. to exylore New-England for metallick ores and mmera]s;
he found, 1. Bog and rock iron ore plenty, but not profitable.
2. Some lead ore, but fo intermixed with rock and fpar, as not to
turn to any account. 1I.In Simfbury near Conneicut river, there
were three different companies wrought for copper ore; Mr. Belcher
and Cafwell, they alfo ereted a {melting houfe in Bofton; thofe
turned to no account, and the affair dropt. ~ 2. Some affociated mer-
chants of Bofton, gota leafe of fome adjacent copper mine lands;
they carried it on with vigour, and fent quantities of their ore to Eng-
land ; the company found the {fcheme turn to no advantage, and de-
fiffed. 3. A company of bites, rented fome adjoining lands; they
pretended to find fome fhoades, a good fymptom for veins ; they put
fome of thefe pretended rich fhoades aboard of a fmall flopp;  this
floop perhaps by contrivance funk in Conne&icut river; the owners
did not find it advifiable to weigh the ore, left the fallacy of the
fhoades might be di(covcred. Schaylers rich copper mines in the Jer-
feys, are not much wrought; the owners keep them depofited as old
gold  There are fome fymptoms of copper ore in Attleborough, but
not explored. In Attleborough, there is a magnetick iron ore; it
yieds a red’ fhot iroh, ' not good, (fee vol. 1. p. 540.) In Attle-
borough Gore is forne copper ore, but fo intermixed with the iron rock
ore, as to render both unprofitable.’ oo

Mr. Baden found fome allum flate or ftone; but no vitrio] ftone or
pyrites, fuch as is found on both fides of the river Thames in England,
along the Kentifh and Effex fhores; no falt {prings ; we have ruddle,
which ferves to mark fheep, and may ferve as a ground colour  for
priming, as Spanifh brown, and black lead in Brimfield; ‘thefe afe not
metallick ores, but boles or terras; of ochres, there are none of any
value ; fome yellow ochre.’ S

In New-England, they do not forge bar iron fufficient for their
home comfumption, by ‘bloomeéries and refineries ; they import from-
England, New-York, the Jerfeys, Penfylvania, and Maryland. .

' [2] Wool
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[g] Wool not fufficient for the houfe confumption of
the colony. _ E

A very confiderable produce in the colony of Connecti-
cut is a feminary of learning, or fchola illuftris, called a
collegiate college, and when profeflors in feveral fciences
are endowed, it will be called an univerfity; this plant
is vigorous and thriving, under the cultivation of the
prefent prefident, the worthy reverend Mr. Clap.

Some account of Comnefticut college, called Yale college in
New-Haven.

Anno 1636, the general affembly of Maffachulfetts-
Bay (fee vol. L. p. 543.) granted fome money towards
crecting a college or collegiate fchool in Cambridge near
Bofton ; the people of Conne&icut contributed fome {fmall,
matter, and after fome years, becaufe of the diftance
and charge, their minifters, and fome in civil authority
prefented, 1701, 2 memorial to the general affembly,
defiring that a collegiate fchool might be erected and en-
dowed, and propofed ten minifters of forty t. and up-
wards, as truftees for ordering the fame; furvivors to
fupply vacancies, feven to be a quorum : accordingly a
charter [7] for this purpofe was granted O&ober 1701,
to appoint officers, make laws, but not repugnant to
the laws of .the civil governmeni; to give degrees,
poflefs lands not exceeding the yearly value of* 5001l
and other eftates, and to receive yearly out of the pub-
lick treafury, 1col. currency {s]; Saybrook was re-
folved upon as a proper place, and the truftees chofe Mr.

[¢] England is always jealous of our exporting fheeps wool to foreign
markets, but it may be depended upon, that our New-England wool
is not fufficient for home confumption, and we import many woollens
from Great-Britain. Some years fince, but not at prefent, {fome was
fhipped from Nantucket to France; very fmall quantities.

[#]) This charter was drawn up by Mr. fecretary Addington of Maf~
fachufetts-Bay.

[+] Equal at that time to about 70l. fetl,

Pierfon



184 Britisu Settlements in America.  PartIL

Pierfon minifter of Killingworth for reétor; [#] and un-
til a place could be fitted up in Seabrook, the fcholars.
were to meet at the re¢tor’s boufe in Killingworth, where
they continued till the rector’s death, 1707. Mr. Hem-
mingway, fince minifter of Eafthaven, was the firft
fcholar, and folus about half a year. Several of the
truftees gave books out of their own libraries to begin a
library for the college; Mr. Lynde of Saybrook, gavea
houfe and land ; major James Fitch of Norwich, gave
land in Killingley, which were afterwards, 1730, con-
verted into 628 acres in Salifbury. There was a general
contribution throughout the colony.

Upon rector Pierfon’s death, Mr. Andrews of Milford
was chofen pro tempore, until they could procure a refi-
dent re&or, and the fenior clafs was removed to Milford,
the others to Saybrook, under the care of two tutors;
they boarded at private houfes, and went to fchool at
their tutors chambers under the infpetion of Mr. Buck-
ingham of Seabrook, oneof the truftees, and continued
in this ftate about féven years, Inthis fpace of time, fun-
dry donations of valuable books were made to the library,
particularly by Sir John Davie of Groton, upon his reco-
very of the family honours and eftate in England. The
greateft donation of books, was from the generofity and
procurement of Jeremiah Dummer, Efq. agent in Lon
don, ann. 1714, he fent over above 8oo volumes of va
luable books, whereof about 120 volumes at his own
coft, and the reft by procurements from Sir lfaac New-
ton, Sir Richard Blackmore, Sir Richard Steel, Dr.

-Burnet, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Halley, Dr. Bentley, Dr.
Kennet, Dr. Calamy, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Henry, Mr.
‘Whifton, &c. Governor Yale of the Eaft-India com-
pany, fent 300 volumes, but a great part of this va-

luable library was loft in a tumult upon the removal of
the library from Seabrook. ' o

[] The reftor, and ten truftees conftituted the coporation.
There
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There were divifions concerning a fixed fituation for
the college, and in the mean while, 1718, it was agreed
that the ftudents might go where they faw caufe to be
inftruéted : the greater part went to Wethersfield, under
the inftruétion of Mr. Elitha Williams, afterwards rec-
tor ; fome remained at Sesbrook, under the tuition of

Mr, Hart, and Mr. Ruoflel,

1716, The majority of the truftees voted a convenient
college, and reétor’s houfe to be erected in New-Haven,
which was effected accordingly, but with much oppofi-
tion and confufion from the northern and eaftern parts
of the colony; [#] the truftees notwithftanding held
their firft commencement at New-Haven in September
1717. ‘

The forefaid Elihu Yale, Efq. an Eaft-India merchant,
from his correfpondence with Mr. Saltonftal governor
of Conne&icut, beftowed in the whole, 1001, fterl. in
three hundred volumes of books, and about 400 l. fterl.
in effects, and by will defigned 500 1. fterl. more, but
this was never accomplithed; 1718, Mr. Dummer fent
more books value gol. and Jahaleal Brenton, Efg. of
Newport, Rhode-Ifland, gave s0l. fterl. The college
building was raifed O&tober 3, 1717, 170 feetlong, 21
feet wide, and three ftories high; coft about 10301, fterl.
contained above fifty ftudies, befides the hall, library,
and kitchen. September 12, 1718, there was a fplendid
commencement, and the truftees gave it the name of
Yale college, and fent a letter of thanks to Mr. Yale for
his generofity to the colony, and letters of thanks to Mr.
Drummer, and general Nicholfon, for their donations of
books. - In December following, upon removing of the
books from Saybrook, there happened a tumult; about
250 of the moft valuable books, and fundry papers of

[#] The affair was referred to the general affembly 1717 ; the upper
and lower houfe differed, and the reference dropt. N. B. laft year
there were fcholars refiding at New-Haven thirteen ; at Wetersfield
fourteen ; at Saybrook, only four, -

impor-
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importance, were conveyed away by unknown hands,
and never could be recoved. o

1719, The truftees chofe Mr. Cutler, minifter of
Stratford, to be a refident rector, and for his accommo-
dation, a rector’s houfe was built 1722 ; coft by fubfcrip-
tion, 35 1. by impoft upon rum, 1t5l. and fome part
out of Mr. Yale’s donations by fale of lands 1201, and
by a general contribution 55 1. )

1722, At the commencement he declared himfelf to be
of the church of England, and defigned for epifcopal or-
ders, which by goingto England, he obtained witha D.D,
At prefent he is a miffionary in Bofton. The college con-
tinued without a refident re¢tor four years; the torefaid
Mr. Andrews performed this office at their commence-
ments.

1723, The general affembly gave to the college an
additional explanatory charter, [x] viz. that a truftee
might refign at pleafure, that feven truftees thould be a
quorum, and to a&t by a majority ; that a minifter of 30
zt. might be chofen a truftee, and that the rector fhould
be a truftee ex officio. ‘

Mr. Daniel Turner of London, fent them a colle&ion
of valuable books, 28 volumes in phyfick and furgery ;
the college conferred upon him adiploma of M. D.

1725, September 29, the truftees chofe Mr. Elifha
Williams, minifter of Newington parith in Wethersfield
as rector, and upon giving his confent to the confeffion of
faith and rules of church difcipline agreed upon by the
churches of the colony of Conne&icut, he was inftalled
reCtor by the truftees; he reformed the college very
much, and advanced ufeful and polite literature.

In O&ober, 1732, the general affembly granted to
the college 1500 acres of land, being 300 acres in each of

(%) Itis faid to be drawn up by governor Saltonftal.

At the firft founding of this college, it was ordered, that where no
fpecial provifion was made by the truftees, the laws of Hartford col-
lege, in the province of Maflachufetts-Bay thould be their rule. b

the
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the new towns of Norfolk, Canaan, Gothen, Cornwal,
and Kent : which after fome years may be valuable.
1732, The rev. Dr. George Berkley dean of Derry,
(late) bithop of Cloyne in Ireland, came over to found an
epifcopal college in the continent of North-America, or
the Britith Weft-India iflands ; he refided fome time at
Newport of Rhode-Ifland, and purchafed a country feat
with about ninety-fix acres of land.  For certain reafons,
he gave over his defign of erecting an epifcopal college,
and returned to England. Although there was fomething
peculiar in his manner, he was a gentleman of general
learning, and of a generous difpofition to propagate the
fame among mankind ; he was a good judge of the
world, and of all our colonies and feminaries of learning;
(the epifcopal college of Williamfburg in Virginia not
excepted, ) he gave the preference to the college of Con-
necticut, a laudable colony; he gave his farm in Rhode-
Ifland to this college, the income to be premiums from
time to time, for the beft Greek and Latin {cholars in the
judgment of the prefident and fenior epifcopal miffionary
of the colony; this has been fome incirement to excel
in the claflicks. He gave them a fine colleétion of books
of near 1000 volumes, whereof 260 were folio’s, 4001,
fterl. value. Thefe donations were made partly out of
the dean’s own eftate, but principally out of the monies
put into his hands for founding the epifcopal college.
Reor Williams, by reafon of indifpofitions, October
31,1739, refigned, returned to his own eftate in Wether{-
field, and was employed in a civil and military capacity.
The reverend, learned, worthy, and mathematically in-
genious Mr. Thomas ¢ lap, minifter of ‘Windham, fuc-
ceeded 3 and in April 1740, gave his affent to the Sea-
brook articles 1408, of faith and difcipline ; he had been
fourteen years minifter of Windham, he wasinftalled rec-
tor : his firft effay was to form a new body of laws, and to
place the books of the library in a proper diftinét order,
to be with*acility to come at this catalogue is printed.
' k 1742
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1742, The general affembly augmented the annual
orant to the college, whereby they were enabled to fup-
port three tutors and a rector, (formerly one tutor carried
on two claffes) The prefident requires confiderable encou-
ragement, as he is obliged to perform the office of prefi-
dent, profeffor of divinity, profeflor of mathematicks,
and of a tutor in ordinary.

1744, Anthony Nougier of Fairfield, by will left to
the college 27 L. fterl. to be put to intereft. , ‘

The affembly was petitioned by the troftees, for a
new and more perfe&t charter, whereby the college was
to be incorporated by the name of the prefident and
fellows (not truftees) of Yale college in New-Haven.
This was approved of by the name of an att for the
more full and compleat eftablithment of Yale college,
&ec. dated May g, 1745. Itis ordained, 1. That [y]
‘Thomas Clap, Samuel Whitman, Jared Eliot, Ebenezer
Williams, Jonathan Marfh, Samuel Cooke, Samuel
Whitlefey, Jofeph Noyes, Anthony Staddard, Benjamin
Lord, and Daniel Wad{worth, are a body corporate and
politick by the name of the prefidentand fellows of Yale
college in New-Haven, with fucceflion. 2. All farmer
donations to this collegiate {chool, though in various ex-
preflions, are confirmed and vefted in the faid prefident
and fellows, with fucceflion. 3. That the forefaid prefi-
dent and fellows fhall continue during life, or until they -
refign, or are difplaced. 4. There fhall be a general
meeting of the prefidentand fellows annually on the fecond
Wednefday of September ; the major vote of the mem-
bers prefent fthall be definitive ; in cafe of an equivote,
the prefident fhall have a cafting vote. 5. The prefident
and fellows, fix at leaft, concurring, may remove and

[»] This is an ingenious gentleman, mathematically learned ; at
this time, 1750, contriving fome compendiums and other improve-
ments in aftronomical calculations. Many of the ftudents (ftudents in
college about eighty) are expert in afironomical calculatins, from the

¢

folid good tuition and inftru&ion of the worthy Mr. Cl#b, a credit to
the colony. :

appoint
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appoint in their rocm, a prefident and fellows, a clerk, a
treafurer, tutors, profeflors, fteward, and other neceflary
fervants. 6. That the prefident, fellows, tutors, profef-
fors, and all other officers, before they enter upon the ex-.
ecution of their office, fhall publickly take the oaths,
and fubfcribe the declaration appointed, 1 Georgii 1. 7.
The corporation may appoint from time to time regula-
tions not repugnant to the laws of England or of the co-
lony, but may be difallowed by the general affembly. 8.
The corporation may confer degrees as in other colleges.
9. All eftates belonging to the college, (if real, not ex-
ceeding the value of o0l fterl. per ann.) all members
and refident officers of the college, tutors and ftudents,
are exempted from rates, military fervice, working upon
- the high ways, &c. 10. A grant of 1001. proclamation
money annually during the pleafure of the affembly.

1745, Philip Livingfton, Efq. of the king’s council
of New-York, as he had four fons educated in this col-
lege, gave 2001. currency, to begin a foundation for a
profeffor of divinity, to be called the Livingftonian pro-
feffor of divinity.

1746, Mr. Samuel Lambert of New-London, mer-
chant or dealer, left fome lands to the college, but from
fome intricacies in his affairs, they turned to no great ac-
count, excepting about 100 acres in Wallingford, and

- fixty-two acres in New-Haven.
* “There were a great many {maller donations from time
to time, which in a fummary are not to be enumerated,
and for the fame reafons I am obliged to omit the lifts,
from the foundation to this time, of the fucceflive rec-
tors or prefidents, truftees, treafurers and tutors.

1748, Upon a motion of the prefident, the general
affembly ordered a new college to be built ata publick
colony charge, 100 feet long, and forty feet wide, eight

rooms on a floor, three ftories high, befides garrets and
cellars,

The
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+ The regulations as to the degrees of batchelors and
mafters, are the fame as in Hartford college of the pro-
vince of Maflachufetts-Bay, fee vol. II. p. 546.

This college at New-Haven thrives much ; in Sept.
1749, there commenced eleven mafters, and twenty-three
batchelors ; at Cambridge in Maffachufetts-Bay, July
1749, there commenced only nine mafters, and twenty-
two batchelors, though a college of much longer ftand-
ing, and in a large goverment: at that time it was ob-
ferved by ‘many, that every thing in the province of
Maflachufetts- Bay was upon the decline, attributed te
the late bad civil adminiftration.

Mountains and Rivers,

Connecticut is generally broken land, that is, hills and
dales, but well watered. Simfbury, or the copper mine
hills, are their higheft lands, butnot fertile, as it is faid
of all merallick ore hills.

The noted rivers and runs of water in Conneticut
are, 1. Thofe which fall into Thames river or New-
1.ondon long creek. 2. Conne&icutriver with its branches.
3. Houfaronick - river with its branches, which, at Strat-
tord, falls into Long-Ifland found. Paukatuke river which
divides Rhode-Ifland colony, from Connetticut colony,
and Byram river which divides Conneicut colony from
the province of New-York, are of no confideration. 4.
Upon the Long-Ifland found isa range of townthips.

1. Thames river is a long navigable creck of about
fourteen miles, the head of it is in Norwich ; this is the
barcadier for the cafterly parts of Connecticut, and in
time may be the principal trading place of the colony ;
at prefent the townthip of Norwich pays the higheft tax
of any townthip in the colony, and confifts of five or
fix parithes. From Connefticut river to the eaftera
boundary of the colony, is an extraordinary well watered

i country,
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country, confifting of two principal rivers and their
branches, which fall into the bottom of this creek in Nor-
wich; thefe two rivers are Satucket and higher Wileman-
tick, and Quenebaug. Quencbaug rifes in Brimfield, paf-
fes through Stourbridge, and Dudley in the province of
Maflachufetts- Bay, thence in the colony of Conneéticut, it
divides Pomfret from Killingley, Canterbury from Plain-
field, and in Norwich falls into Sakatuke river which dif-
charges intoThames river or creek. Thisriver from Brim-
field of Maffachufetts-Bay, in its courfe in Thompfon
parith of Killingley of Conneéticut, receives French ri-
ver from Leicefter and Oxford, and further in Killingley
receives Five Mileriver,whereof HoneycombBrook comes
from Douglafs, and Muddy Brook from Woodftock, next
Nathomy brook from Pomfret, Moufafhop river from
Valington, Rowland’s brook in Canterbury, and many
“other runs of water too minute to be mentioned :* Quene-
- baug river falls into Satucket river a few miles before it
difcharges into the creek. Satucket river where it origi-
nates in Brimfield, is called Willemantick river, and in
Stafford of Conne&icut receives feveral fmall runs of wa-
ter ; it divides Toland from Willington, anrd Coventry
from Mansfield ; in Windham (where it is called Wind-
ham river) it receives in its weftern fide Scagungamog
river and Hope river; on its weflern fide, it receives Man-
choag river which had received Fenton river, and higher
had received in Afhford Bigelow river, Still river and
Bungea river from Union and Woudftock ; in Norwich,
it received Quenebaug river, as above.

2. Connedticut river with its branches and townfhips
upon the river, its branches are enumerated, vol. L. p.
459, &c. in the feftion of Maflachufetts-Bay.

- 3. Houfatonick, Weftenhock, or Stratford river, fee
vol. L. p. 456.

4. Upon the Long-Ifland found, is a delightful and

profitable range of good townfhips, the glory of all our
- American
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American plantations, Stonington, Groton, New-Lon-
non, Lyme, Saybrook, Killing{worth, Guilford, Brent-
ford, New-Haven, Milford, Stratford, Fairfield, Nor-
walk, Stamford, and Greenwich.

As the governors are anaually elective, that is, very
variable, I thall not mention fuch temporary matrers;
only obferve, that the Winthrop fafnily has for many
years been the moft noted in New-England: Mr. Win-
throp was the firft refident governor of Maffachufetts-Bay,
kis fon John Winthrop, Efq. procured the prefent char-
ter of Connecticut colony, and was their charter or firft
governor, and afterwards their elective governor for many
years paft; this man’s fon John was {ucceflively governor
for many years; he died ®t. 69, November 27, 1707;
was born 1n Ipfwich of New-England, 1638 ; Gurdon
Salionftal, a worthy man, a congregationalift preacher,
was elected in his room, and was with good content fuc-
ceflive governor, eletted for many years till death ; Oco-
ber 1724, was fucceded by Jofeph Talcot, Efg. &c.

Currencies, I refer to the Appendix; at prefent only
obferve, that the 28,000l. flerl. reimburfement, and

-rdtes of feven pence per annum, will cancel all their pa-
per currency, 1n two or three years [z]. :

(2] In New-England, we are ftill in confufion as to our paper curren-
cies ; governor Sh---y’s precipitate fcheme of 1749, has had a bad
effect, nothing could be rather excepting the Cape-Breton expedition,
where the chance againft us was vallly great, but beyond all human
probability fuccefsful ; the unexpefted intervention of fome: Britith
men of war under the direion of Mr. Warren, alleviates the mira-
culoufnefs of the affair; it peculated and depopulated New-England,
occafioned near one million fterling additional national debt to the
kingdom of Great-Britain, and finally was reftored to the French ina
better flate than ftatu quo. 'Perhaps the Ch---&o fettlement in Nova-
Scotia as a barrier againft the Canada and Cape-Breton French with
their Indians, at prefent carried on with much vigour, may turn to the
fame bad account as G-- gia (which Gop forbid) faid to be a barrier
againft our fouthern enemies the Spaniards, and their Indians. My-
fteries of ftate I do not pretend to explore or explain ; ‘quz fupra nos,
non ad nos; the foil adjacent to Ch---&o is fo irrecoverably bad, it can
never be a PLanTaTion ; it may anfwer as a good fifhing village, or
may, as a place of anms, be fupported at a great charge: I donotfay

‘ 1 fhall
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" I fhall here infert abftra@s of fome of their laws ex-
emplary, natural, plain, and concife, adapted to plan-
tations. '

In the late authoritative revifal (1750) of their mu-
nicipal laws; the introduftory law or ad, is, in the

manner of a magna charta, fecuring the general privi-

leges of his majefty’s fubjetts in the colony, in thefe
words, ¢ Be it enalted, &c. that no man’s life fhall
be taken away; no man’s honour or good name fhall
beftained ; no man’s perfon fhall be arrefted, reftrained,
banithed, difmembered, or otherwife punithed; no
man fhall be deprived of his wife and children; no
maf’s goods or eftate fhall be taken away from him,
nor any ways indamaged under the colour of law, or
countenance of authority; unlefs it be by virtue or
equity of fome exprefs law of the colony warranting
the fame, eftablithed by the general court, and fuffi-

this was a political amufement,’ to divert people (by giving them fome-
thing to play with in their imaginations) from canvaffing the furrender
of Cape-Breton without any equivalent to the Britifh nation, not fo
much as an explicit confirmation of the ceffion of Nova-Scotia, or
L’Acadie.

That New-England is ftill in confufion, appears, 1. By the affem-
bly of Maflachufetts- Bay being perhaps obliged to difpenfe with an a&
of their own, confirmed by the king in council, and to prolong the
time for cancelling their province bills: the generality of the re-
fponfible merchants of Rhode-Ifland, though they have always decla-
red againit multiplying of a depreciating currency, in a memorial to
the general affembly of Rhode-Ifland, fay, though the aé& December
1748 of Maffachufetts-Bay for drawing in their publick bills of credit,
wasin a too violent and hafty manner. 2. The colony of Rhode-
Hland this {pring, 1751, have emitted 100,000/. currency with a
greater intereft and to be cancelled after ten years; thisis a ftep to-
wards reformation.

Conneflicut continues honeft. New-FHampfhire, always inclinable to
a depreciating fraudulent paper currency, from-a difference between
their governor and houfe of reprefentatives, formerly mentioned vol.
IL p. 34, have had no legiflative capacity for fome time, and confe-
quently incapable of augmenting their paper currency, much tothe
detriment of their governor, who by confenting to fuch emiffions, might
have obtained an addution to his falary,

Vor. 1L o ciently
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ciently publithed: In cafe of defeft of fuchlaws in
any particular cafe, by fome clear and plam rule war-
ranted by the word of God.

All his majefty’s fubjects within this colony, whether
they be inhabitants or not, fhall enjoy the fame juftice
and law, that is general for the colony, in all cafes pro-
per for civil authority, and courts of judicature in the
fame; and that without partiality or delay. '

That no man’s perfon fhall be reftrained or imprifoned
by any authority whatfoever, before the law 'hath fen-
tenced him thereunto; if he can and will give or putin.
fufficient fecurity, bail or mainprize for his appearance
and good behaviour in the mean time, unlefsit be for
capitaI crimes, contempt in open court, or in fuch cafes
where fome exprefs law doth allow or order the fame.

No perfon, except in his own ca{'e, other than a qua-
lified attorney, is allowed to plead at the bar: in cafes
not exceeding five pound, one attorney only is allowed :
in larger cafcs two attornies and no more.

Each town fhall have a. peculiar brand for their horfes
on the near or left thoulder.

All cafks fhall be of the London aflize, viz. butts,
126 gallons; puncheons, 10hty four gallons; hog--
fheads, fixty-three gallons; tierces, forty two gallons ;
barrels, thirty-one gallonsand a half.

Miller’s allowance for grinding per buthel, three quarts
Indian corn, two quarts other grain, one quart malt.

Every town to have a fealer of weights and meafures.

In Connetticut, as generally among the congrega-
tionalifts of New-England, according to the Jew1fh
manner, they begin and end the Lord’s day at the fet-
ting of the fun.

Hereare about 1 50 eftablithed minifters called prefby-
terians, congregationalifts, and confociated ; befides
conicmntlous dxﬁénters, faid nat to be cﬁabllfhed but

: tolerated
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tolerated. In fome townfhips are many parithes or
precinéts.

In all our colonies voluntary affociations (moft of
which may afterwards be confirmed or incorporated by
provincial or colony charters) towards academies and li-
braries, ought to be encouraged.

The civilizing and chriftianizing of the Indians was
one great and profeffed condition in all our royal grants.

I do not endeavour a ftrict pedantick narration; but-
though in a common place manner, I fhall obferve fome
method.

Common intereft is fix per cent per ann. letting of
cattle and maritime affairs excepted.

In ali our plantations, colonies, and provinces, they
abound with civil and military titles of judges, f{quires,
colonels, majors, and captains; gratifications for being
of a governor’s party, or by a pecuniary intereft. .

By an act of the affembly of Connecticut, in building
of veflels, no timbers or plank to be allowed other
than white oak and rock oak, except for the deck and
ceiling.

In New-England, particularly in Maffachufetts-Bay,
it is not only the depreciating of the currencies by enor-
mous paper credit emiffions called money, but the fcar-
city of labourers from vaft expeditions unprofitable and
ruinous to the colonies. In manufaétures, our labour
is fo dear, that we cannot afford our goods any where at
market, o cheap asother plantations or countries iay.
It js not fearcity of provifion or depreciations only, but
chiefly fcarcity of labourers and confequently advance
of labour : to inftance only, that in bricks, where the
difference is only in labour, about forty years fince they
were fold atone piece of eight per thoufand, at prefent
they are fold at three pieces of eight.

Concerning the TenurE oF Lanps, All grants of
colony lands by the general affembly fhall be according
O 2 : to
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to the moft free tenure of Eaft-Greenwich in the county
of Kent in England, conform to our charter grant. All
townthips and farms, to particular perfons, fhall be
from the general affembly by patent figned by the gover-
nor and fecretary with the colony feal. Title of lands to
be tried in the county where the lands lay. All eftates
for miniftry, fchools, and charitable ufes, are free from
payment of rates.

Three freeholders appointed by the court of probates
to divide real eftate among legatees or heirs of inteftates.
No Indian title without the approbation of the general
aflfembly to be pleadable. Proprietors having loft their
bounds, -three frecholders appointed and fworn by a
juttice of the peace, may fet up and fix the bounds, but
with appeal. In devife of real eftate, wills to be wit-
nefled by three perfons in the prefence of the teftators,
Guardians to minors with fome perfons appointed by the
courtof probate may divide lands with the furviving
partners.  Lands held in partnerthip to be divided by
writ of partition. Perfons prefuming te fell Indian rights
of lands not confirmed by the general court, fine ffty
pound, and the perfons wronged by fuch fales to recover
treble damages. All grants and divifions of lands hereto-
fore made by ancient cuftom of town-meetings fhall be
good and valid though without confent of the proprietors
act May 9, 1723. Hereafter undivided common lands
fhall belong to the proprietors exclufive of other inhabi-
tants, which proprietors may have their own meetings
to manage fuch undivided lands.  Sales of lands devifed
to be fold by executors, fhall be good and valid, though
fome of the executors do not join in the fale. Five
proprietors of undivided lands may obtain a meeting to
be called by a juftice’s warrant. All eftates though
accruing by wife, formerly fold by the hufband alone,
(act bears date Oct. 10, 1723) the deeds fhall be valid,
but for the furure no fuch deed fhall be valid without
the wife’s confent by hand and feal. Proprietors of
land in common, may make rates to defray neceflary

' charges
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charges. By an act of parliament 1732, in any a&ions
in the plantations, when one of the parties plaintiff or
defendant refides in Great-Britain, evidences to prove
any matter or thing, may be taken in Great-Britain
before any chief magiftrates where the party refides,
which certified and tranfmitted, fhall be good as if done
viva voce in open court in the plantations; and all
houfes, lands, negroes, and other hereditaments, as by
the laws of England, fhall in the plantations be liable to
{atisfy debts: where an adminiftrator makes it appear,
that the deceafed’s perfonal eftate is not fufficient to fa-
tisfy the debts, theaflfembly may dire¢t his real eftate to
be fold towards paying of his debts.  Partition of lands
not to be valid tll furveyed and recorded. No deed of
real eftate is complete vntil it be figned, fealed, witpefied,

acknowledged and recorded.

No lands to be bought of Indians without confent of
the general affembly [4]. No Indian to be fued for debt.
No indenture for fervice made by an Indian, fhall be
valid, unlefs acknowledged before authority.

Debtors. Any book debt not accounted for with the
original debtor in feven years, fhall not be pleadable
after the debtor’s death.

Upon execution iflued, the fheriff fhall at the ufual
place of the debtor’s abode demand the debt; upon non-
payment he fhall levy the execution upon the moveables
(neceffary apparel, houthold ftuff, tools, and arms ex-
cepted) and fet up alift of the faid goods upon the town
poft, to be fold by out-cry after twenty days. In want
of goods, and upon the creditor’s refufing Ianfis, the
debtor’s body may be feized. May levy execution up-

{4]) The aflembly 3722, confirmed a purchafe made fix or feven
years fince from the Mohagan Indians upon the Mohagan hills, part of
their referved lands, to governor Saltonftal, major Livingﬁqn, Dennie,
Rogers, and Bradfhaw ; this was conftituted the north parifh of New-

London.
03 on
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on real eftate valued by appraifers. All executions are
returnable in fixty days, or to the next court.

Debtors committed to jail, {wearing that they have
not eftate to the value of five pounds, thall be fubfifted
~ by the creditors at a certain rate.  Debtors and felons to

be kept feparate. The county fheriffs to have the cu-
ftody of the jails. :

As to abfent or abfconding debtors, if no eftate is to
be found, the debtor’s agent, or ufual place of abode,
may be ferved with a writ; if no debtor nor agent ap-
~pear, the writ may be continued to the next court, and
if need be to one court further, and then judgmentto
‘be rendered for the plaintiff, and execution granted upon

-the debtor’s effects wherever found : perfons concealing
the goods of abfconding or abfent debtors, are liable to
fatisty the debt fued for.

No writ of error fhall be brought for the reverfal of
any judgment after the fpace of three years, and no re-
view upon a writ of error.

- The eftates of deceafed infolvent debtors to be diftri-
buted in equal proportions to the creditors; debts to
the government, ficknefs, and general charges being
firft paid; faving to the widow (if any) her houthold

goods and dower during her life, and upon her death
to be diftributed among the creditors. A certain time
allowed for receiving claims, the commiffioners to be
-appointed by the judge of probates : creditors not bring-
ing in their claims during that certain time allowed, are
for ever excluded.

No action to be brought for bill, bond, or note, but
within the fpace of feventeenyears. No aion of tref-
‘pafs or defamation (fine for defamation not to exceed ten
pounds) but within three years. ' '

Any debtor in a debt not exceeding twenty pound,
may confefs judgment before a fingle juftice.

Criminal affairs. The governor, deputy governor, or
- : T three
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three affiftants, may reprieve a condemned malefaltor
to the next general court or affembly.

The capital crimes are confpiracy againft the colony,
rape, beftiality, fodomy, falfe witnefs in cafes of life
and death, wilfully firing houfes, disfiguring, or dif-
membering the private parts, wilful murder, and blaf-
phemy. Deifm, firft offence incapacity of any employ-
ment, fecond offence outlawed. ‘

All complaints and prefentments, to be made within
one year after the offence is committed, excepting in
capital crimes; difmembering is banifhment, and theft,
exceeding ten fhiilings.

All fines impofed by the general court or affembly,
and by the fuperior court, belong to the colony trea-
fury ; impofed by the county court, belong to the
county treafury; impofed by an afliltant or juftice, be-
longing to the townfhip treafuries. ‘

Tavern offences. See the paragraph of excife.

- A bill of divorce and liberty to marry again, may be
granted by the fuperior courts, in cafes of adultery,
fraudulent contract, wilful defertion for three years, or
feven years abfence not heard of. °

- Single perfons committing fornication to be fined
thirty-three fhillings or whipped, not exceeding ten
ftripes; anti nuptial fornication only half penalty.

Every perfon playing at dice, cards, or tables, fine
twenty fhillings. ' '

Forgery. Three days publick pillory, double dama-
ges to the injured party, and incapable of being an evi-
dence in'law. The form of their oath is, You {wear by
the name of the ever-living God.

All kind of delinquents to pay the charge of prefen-
tation, guilty or not guilty. '

- Perjury twenty pound fine, and fix months imprifon-
ment; if unable to pay his fine, fhall fit in the pillory
with both ears nailed, and incapable of giving evidence.

O 4 Lord’s
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Lord’s day, penalties: negletting of the publick

worthip, working or playing on the Lord’s day, ten

fhillings ; rude behaviour, difturbing the publick wor-
fhip, forty fhillings ; travelling, twenty fhillings; go-
ing abroad excepting to publick worfhip, five thillings;
no veflels to fail excepting upon extraordinary occafions,
thirty fhillings; and feveral other particulars: refufing
“to pay fhall be publickly whipped.

Theft, to forfeit threefold, and a difcretionary fine,
not exceeding forty fhillings, and if the value amount
to twenty fhillings and upwards, fhall alfo be whipped
not exceeding ten ftripes; if the offender cannot pay,
the perfon may be fold for a certain term of years fervice :
penalty for receiving or concealing ftolen goods, is the
fame; buying goods of flaves, penalty is treble valye,
fervice or whipping.

Riots. [#] Three or more perfons affembled together,
to do an unlawful act; if they obftruct the proclama-:

[£] About thirty years fince,.there was a riot a& made in New-
Hampthire,

Inthe province of Maflachufetts-Bay, the violent, hafty, and rafh
manner of calling in all their publick credit bills in the f{pace of one
year by act of affembly, which had been gradually emitted in the
courfe of fifty years, was found impraicable, and was like to have
produced a general tamult: this occafioned the making of a riot a&,
February 14, 1750-1, to be in force for three years, viz. where any
perfons to the number of twelve, armed with clubs, or other weapons,
or any number of perfons confifting of men, armed or not armed, fhall
be unlawfully riotoufly affembled ; any juftice of peace, field officer, or
captain of the militia, fheriff, under theriff, or conftable, fhall make
proclamation to difperfe; ifthey do not difperfe within an hour, every
fuch officer with afliftance, may carry them before a juftice, and if in
refifting any perfon is hurt, or killed, the oficers and affiftants are in-
demnified : perfons not difperfing in the {pace of one hour, fhall for-
feit to the king all his lands and chattels, orfuch part thereof at the dif-
cretion of ¢he jultice for the ufe of the province, and be whipped thirty-
nine firipes, one year’s imprifonment, and receive the fame number of
ftripes once every three months during his imprifonment. Demolifhing
houfes the fame punifhment or penalty. This a to be read every ge-
neral feflions of the peace, and anniverfary meeting of each town; no

tion
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tion in reading, or do not difperfe after proclamation
made by-a proper officer, fhall be punifhed by fine not
exceeding ten pound for each perfon, and imprifonment
not exceeding {ix months, or by whipping not exceed-
ing forty ftripes: if any rioter is killed or hurt by any
perfon of the poffe, fuch perfon is indemnified. " The
profecution muft be within twelve months. The fheriff,
if need be, may raife the militia in his aid.
Manflaughter (without premeditated malice) but wil-
“ful, penalty, forfeiture of goods, burnt in the hand
with the letter M, whipped, and difabled from being
evidence in law. =~

Lafcivious carriage may be punifthed at difcretion by
the county court, by fine, houfe of corre¢tion, or cor-
poral punifhment. - ,

Burglary or robbery 3 penalty is branding, ears cut
off, and whipping : third offence is death.

Counterfeiting or altering publick bills of credit of this
or of the neighbouring colonies ; penalty, cutting off

~ears, branding, and work-houfe for life, eftates for-
feited, and to be debarred of all trade. Any fociety
prefuming to emit bills of credit to be ufed in trade, to
be punithed as in cafe of counterfeiting; the utterer to

forfeit double the fame.

Criminal perfons making their efcape from the au-
thority of other provincial governments to this govern-
ment, may be remanded back to the place of perpetra-
tion.

The colony alts relating to the religious obfervation
of the firft day of the week, Sunday, fabbath-day or

Lord’s-day, perhaps are too puritanical ; they feem to
droop gradually, I fhall not revive them.

profecution after twelve months ; the judges may abate the whole or
any part of the whipping. .

In the colony of Rhode-Ifland, there are no riot alls, l?ecaufe, as
generally fuppofed, they are inconfiftent with their conftitution.

Any
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Any perfon of the age of difcretion (which is fourteen
zt.) publithing a lie to the prejudice of the common-
wealth, or damage of private perfons, to be fined, ftocks,
or whipping.

Apprentices and fervants @t. fifteen or upwards, ab-
fconding from their mafter’s fervice, fhall ferve three
times of their abfence. Servants or apprentices flying
from the cruelty of their mafters, may be proteéted by
a magiftrate and difcharged from their fervice.

" A woman delivered of a child, afterwards found
dead, if the cannot prove, atleaft by one witnefs, that
fuch child was born dead, the mother fhall be accounted

guilty of murder.

-~ Any flave or Indian ftriking a white man, penalty
whipping, notexceeding thirty ftripes.
Penalty for perfons who refift, or abufe any king’s
officer, fine not exceeding ten pound.
Curling or fwearing; penalty fix fhillings, or ‘the
ftocks. Every houfholder to have at leaft one bible, or-
" thodox catechifm, and other books of practical godlinefs.

A houfe of correétion to be eftablithed in each county,
two thirds of their earnings towards their fupport, and
one third for other charges.

Penalty for felling ftrong liquor to an Indian ten fhil-
lings per pint; drunkennefs and idlenefs are the general
vices of Indians. An Indian conviéted of drunkennefs,
penalty five fhillings or ten lathes. All the Indians ina
townthip fhall be muftered once ayear, and the requifite
laws read to them. All Englith tamilies taking Indian
children into their families, fhall teach them to read
Englifh, and inftruét them in the principles of the
chriftian religion ; for every three months negleé, a dif-
cretionary fine not exceeding thirty fhillings,

The laws relating to the obfervation of the fabbath
day and regulation of ptiblick worfhip are fevere; and
too many to be inferted here; thefe are under the infpec-

tion of the grand jury, tything men, and conftables.
: Private
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Private lotteries, and wagers to vend goods, forfei-
ture is the value of the goods.

Parifh churches of the eftablifhed religions (prefbyte-
rians, congregationalifts, and confociated mlmﬁers )are
under the direCtion of the county courts; ‘tolerated dif-
{enters from thofe profeflions are left at large.

Any Indian, molatto, or negroe travellmc without a
pafs, may be feized as‘a runaway.

Schools are well regulated, and have a colony allow-
ance. Every ecclefiaftical fociety of feventy families or
upwards, fhall have a {chool for the inftruétion of chil-
dren to read and write. A grammar fchool to every
head or county town. One college or fehola illafiris in
the colony.

There are fevere penalties for cutting down of trees,
or firing of woods and lands; the accufed, where there
is no proof, muit exculpate him{elf by oath.

A Digreffion, concerning North-Americagrain and grazing,
with a few occafional remarks relating to natural biftory,
efpecially as to the Jeafons, winds, and weatber, in 4laoﬁ3
mifcellany common place manner.

Conneéticut is 2 good country as to climate and foil;
and is valuable for grain and pafture. Any couniry is
happy, where the meaner inhabitants are plentifully and
who]fomely fed; warmly and decently cloathed: thus it
is in Connecticut.

Upon the firft arrival of Europeans in America, the
Indians bread kind were only the maize or Indian corn of
the cerealia or grain, and the phafeolus or kidney beans
called Indian or French beans of the legumina or pulfe
kind [¢]. Befides they eatearch nuts of feveralkmds, ber-
ries of many kinds, and variety of maft [4], too nume-

(] The Indians upon the fhore, ufed the pifum maritimum fponta-
neum perenne humile repens ; beach peafe; flowers end of May; it
refembles that of marifon. H. Ox. z.43.

(4] Mafts, fror_n mafticare, are feveral forts of foreft-nuts, cheftnut,
walnut, hazle-nut, and the like,
A : -1



204 Brrtisu Settlements in AmeErica. PartlIl

rous to be enumerated and defcribed in a fummary. As
alfo their hunting of fundry kinds of quadrupeds or
beafts, moofe, deer, &c. their fowling, efpecially of
birds, webfooted; their catching of river, pond, and-
fea fifh, efpecially of the teftaceous.

JAs the frumentum Indicum, or Indian corn, was their
principal {ubfiftence, though not {pontancous, but culti-
vated, I cannot avoid giving fome particular defcrip-
tion and account of it; hitherto it has not been minutely
defcribed. It has with much impropriety been called
frumentum Saracenicum ; properly, frumentum Sara-

“cenicum (from the Saracens country in Barbary) is buck-
wheat, and at prefent is cultivated by the Dutch in the
government of New-York for hafty pudding, and as
provender for horfes. '

Its moft profitable culture is in light fandy land, with
a {mall intermixture of loom; it requires fand heat, fuch
as 1s that of pitch pine or huckle-berry lands. Though
a hungry grain, it requires much and repeated labour.
Itis firlt plowed, then crofs plowed, next harrowed all
fimooth, then furrowed and crofs furrowed; at proper
diftances of about four feet at the interfections in hollows
are dropt five or fix feed grains (a peck fows or plants
one acre) and by the hoe covered with earth the end
of April and beginning of May; foon after its firft ap-
pearance, it is plowed two furrows lengthways between
each row of grain, and by the hoe the weeds are brought
towards the grain ; this is called the firft weeding:
after fome time it is crofs plowed two furrows between
each planted row, and by the hoe the earth and weeds
are brought to the corn, thisis called half-hilling; next
it is plowed lengthways, asbefore, two furrows, and by
the hoe the earth is brought to the roots, and forms a
hill to prevent the winds eradicating of it; fometimes
it is hoed a fourth time: in the middle of Auguft the
grain becomes mellow fit for roafting, a fort of delicacy
in_the fugar iflands, called mutton : it emits its coma,

: plume,
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plume, or blooms, end of June; then they cut off the top
of the ftalks, that the grain may receive the more nou-
rithment [¢]. A wet fummer makes it run toc much into
ftalks and leaves, which ftarves the ears. Endof Septem-
ber and beginning of Otober the ears are hand gathered,
the tops are very agreeable to cattle for fodder. The ears
have eight, ten, twelve, fourteenrowsof grain, themore
rows, the better is the grain; fome fay there has been
eighteen rows, ‘but none under eight rows.

Indian corn does not weigh fo heavy as New-England
wheat ; their Indian corn at a medium is in weight forty
five pound, their wheat fifty-five pound, per bufhel.
The Virginia Indian corn is white and flat, yielding a
better or whiter meal; the New-England corn is of a
pale yellow, fmaller but thicker, and anfwers better in
fatning of beeves, hogs, and other ftock; Virginia corn
is planted at greater diftances, being of greater growth,
andis all white; in New-England and Canada it is gene-
rally of a pale yellow, does not bear fo many ears as that
of Virginia, it is of a lefler habit and quicker growth.
The Indian corn of New-England ata medium produces
twenty-five buthels per acre, and ripens in a fhorter
time [f]; (this a providence in nature, becaufe their
hot feafons are thorter) the Virginia feed in New-Eng-
land does not ripen into grain, as requiring a longer
growth than the New-England feafons do allow. The
Weft-India or fugar iflands have per ann. two crops of

[¢] Here the farina fecundans of vegetables feems to be evinced :
this plume or flower, if cut off before its maturity, the maize bears no
ear orgrain. In New-England where the grain is of various colours
(white, yellow, reds of feveral fhades, blues of feveral fhades, marbled,
and mixtures of thefe in the fame ears) the grains planted of various co-
lours, and in the neighbourhood receive alterations in their colours or
fhades by the various impregnations: this is obfervable alfo in other ve-

etables, beets, carrots, &c.

[£) Thus in Lapland and the northern parts of Sweden, barley from
fowing ripens two weeks fooner thanat Stockholm ; and in New-Eng-
land, Indian cornripensin fewer days from planting or fowing than in
Virginia.

A Indian
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Indian corn planted May and September: in our conti-
nent we have only one crop planted in May. Capt. Hill
of Douglafs by way of experiment planted Indian corn,
middle of June, it was ripe middle of Auguft in a hot
feafon. End of April they begin to plow; Indian corn
harveft is the beginn'ng of Oétober; when it begins to
be in the ear, rain or drizzle occafions a fmut.

The phateolus; which we call Indian beans or
French beans, becaufe the French from the Canada In-
dians were the firft in propagating them [g]. It is the
phafeolus Indicus fructu tumidiore minore niveus et verficolor.
Morifon, tab. iv. fe¢t. 2. They are generally white, and
there is an indefinite number of fimple colours and va-
riegations or marblings.

InNew-England ({fome parts of Connecticut excepted -
the general fubfiftence of the poorer people (which con-
tributes much towards their endemial pforick diforders)
1s falt pork and Indian beans, with bread of Indian corn
meal, and pottage of this meal with milk for breakfaft
and fupper.

For the varieties of pbafeolus called Indian beans, ca-
lavances and bonavift, fee vol. I. p. 122, and the fections
farther fouth. '

Connetlicut wheat is full of cockle [4#]. Twenty
buthels per acre is a good crop. It is faid, in Canada
they fow no winter grain. New-England wheat is fub-
je€t to blaft ; fome think that it proceeds from the farina

Jecundans of adjacent barberry buthes [7].

[g] When Englith peafe (pifum majus flore fru@tu albo. C. B.P.)
fell at three, thefe Indian beans fell in “proportion at two ; they are
more colicky than peafe; thetribe of the phafcolus is very large; fome
years fince, Peter Coelart in Holland cultivated above 100 diftinét {pe-
cies. 'The cow itch, as we pronounce it, is the cow-hege of Zura in
the Eaft-Indies: phafeolus filiquis hirfutis, pilis pungentibus.

{#] Lychnis fegetum major. C. B. P.

(] Barberis latifimo folio Canadenfis. H.R.P. it is plenty all
over North-America, it is ofa larger habit than that of Europe, is from
tento twelve feet high; ivis ufed as hedges, but fpreads too much into

Our
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Our beft wheat is from Virginia and Maryland; rext
beft is from Penfylvania, fifty-five pound to f{ixty pound
per buthel, and cafts whiter than the Englifh wheat;
the farther north the flour cafts the darker; Nova-
Scotia wheat cafts almoft as dark as rye. Some years
fince in a fcarcity of wheat in New-England, {fome
was imported from England; from the long weft-
ward paflages it became mufty, caft dark, and did net
. anfwer.

In New-England the allowance to a baker of thip-
bifcuit is three bufhels and a quarter wheat for 112
pound weight of bifcuit, befides——per ct. weight for
baking

Herrings [£] have formerly been taken nbtice of.

In New-England fome oxen of eighteen ct. wt. and
hogs of twenty-five fcore have been killed; Conneéticut
falt pork is the beft of America; they finith the fatning
of their hogs with Indian meal.

In New-England their barley is a hungry lean grain,
and affords no good malt liquor; molaffes is the prin-
cipal ingredient in all their buvrage. Their barley of
four rows called French barley is not fo good as that of
two rows called Englith barley. Their oats are lean,
chaffy, and of a dark colour.

In New-England they fow their winter grain the third
and fourth weeks of Auguft.

fn New-England, after gathering in their common
grain, flax, &c. the firft natural appearance of indi-

fuckers. ‘There is a law in Conneicut, p. 13. for deftroying thefe
buthes, they are thought ¢ to be very hurtful by occafioning, or at
leaft increafing the blatting of Englifh grain.”

- [4) Upon the coaft of Great-Britain, the herring fihery begins a
little before midfummer; they emerge or make their firlt appearance
off Crane-head "in Braffa-Sound N. Lat. 61 and half d. from thence
gradually proceed fouth to Dogger-Bank, where that fummer fifhery
ends’: the winter fithery begins off Yarmouth, and continues about
feventy days, they proceed fouthward, and are caught in plenty aboat
the Thames mouth until the latter end of January.

genous
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genous plants is panicum non criffatum [pica multiplici,
ambrofia, and virge aurea anmua Virginiana Zanoni. Near
Bofton and other great towns, fome field plants which
accidentally have been imported from Europe, fpread
muchi, and area great nufance in paftures, fuch as 74-
munculus pratenfis repens birfutus, C B. P. Butter cups,
bellis major, 1. B. the greater wild white daify, dens leonss.
Ger. dandelyon, &c. at prefent they have {pread inland
from Bofton abot thirty miles.

Great-Britain and New-England, though differing a-
bout 10d. in lat. feem to be of the fame temperature :
New-England is fomewhat colder in winter and warmer
in fummer, from the vaft land continent N. W, of it,
which receives and communicates continually (therefore
with intenfenefs,) by the lambent air thefe different
temperatures of the feafons. N. W. is our general
or natural wind. 1. After ftorms or perturbations of
ourambientair from any point of the compafs, being
expended, the wind fettles N. W. 2. All our fpring
and fummer fea breezes, return to the N. W. 3. In
the middle of February 1731-2, called the cold Tuef-
day (the moft intenfe infupportable cold I ever felt) the
wind was at N. W. It is not eafily accounted for, that
in different countries though the temperature of the air
be nearly the fame, the natural growth of plants differs
much, v. g. the bellis minor or lefler wild daify, a native
of Great-Britain, abounds there from fifty degrees to
fixty degrees of lat. but will not grow in North-Ame-
rica. All of the cucurbitaceous kind, pompions, &c.
(Mr. H—y an ecclefiaftical mountebank, in his farces
called oratory, calls the New-England people pom-
pionites) by cultivation without the force of hot beds
grow well, but in Great-Britain requires force.

In a new country there may be a tax upon improved
lands, as a fund for premiums to encourage the clearing
and planting of wildernefs lands for the firft year; the
fecond and third year are the next profitable for produce(i

‘ an
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-and requires nobounty, and afterwards, efpecially in New-
England, it ought to be fmoothed and lie for pafturage,
In New-England, two acres cow-pen land, may raife
about a tun of hemp, butis foon exhaufted. ' *

Locufts, called grafhoppers, and a fpeciesof caterpillars,
fome years are very noxious to our paftures; in the fum-
mer 1759, a fmall locuft, with a drought, deftroyed our
herbage ; they generally prevail June and July.

Lands in New-England, which yield at a medium 20
ct. wt. of hay, are the beft, if 40 ct. wt. the hay is
rank and four; fome frefh meadows, if mowed more
than once, yield greater quantities. In mowing ‘lands,
an uniformity of grafs ought to be attended to and en-
deavoured, becaufe fome graffes ripen foon, and are upon
the decline before others attain a perfection for mowing,
End of June and beginning of July, the height of up-
land or Englith hay harveft is over; third and fourth
weeks of Auguft they mow their falt-meadow hay.
Salt-hay is from faltor {pring tide marfhes; frefth hay is
the natural growth of inland marthes ; Englith or up-
land hay, is the herbage imported from Europe. [/] New-
England crops or produce are very uncertain; for inftance
of hay, in the fpring 1750, it fold for 41. New-England
currency ; in the fpring 1751, it fells for 15s. per ct.
wt. Two acres, if good, is a cowland.

Cyder is a confiderable produce for confumption and
exportation ; when diftilled, it does not yield above one
twelfth fpirit ;. end of Auguft they begin to make a

“mean fort of cyder from the windfalls.

Turneps fowed in any latitude thrive, even in Davis’s-
Straits or Weft-Greenland ; our beft New-England tur-
neps, are from new lands N. E. from Bofton.

(/] In hot countries they make no hay; it dries too quick, dry rots,
and turns to duft. . Infome parts of North-America, the winters are
too long and cold, and in other parts too hot for grafs ; confequently

can aford no quantity of provender for cattle, and will never be beef
countries,

Vor. II. ’ P Some
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Some remarks relating to the natural hiffiry of New-
) England.

The feafons from year to year are better determined
by fome paffenger birds and fifh, than by the bloflom-
ing of trees, and flowering of fome inferior vegetables ;
for inftance, {wallows conftantly arrive from the fouth-
ward in the fecond week of April, with a latitude of
only two or three days ; peaches fometimes blofiom be-
ginning of April, in fome years not till the beginning of
May, a latitude of thirty days. Anno 1735, laft day
of December, firft and fecond of January, fell about
twenty inches of light fnow, wind N. W. northerly,
followed by a very hard froft, and peaches did not be- -
gin to bloflom till May 7. Anno 1719, the beginning
of winter was very fevere; peaches did not bloflom the
fpring following.

End of autumn, and beginning of winter, if dry, fol-
lows a mild winter; but if falling weather, rain, or
fnow (freezing inland is a bafis for fnow to lodge and
chill the winds from N. to W.) produces hard freezing
in our plantations, which are to leeward. 1731-2, Feb.
14 and 15, tintura facra froze, the coldeft weather I
ever felt ; after a flight of hail and fnow, the wind from
S. came fuddenly to the N. W. 1732, April 5, wind
N. E. northerly falls about fourteen inches fnow, foon
diflolved, a great ftormat fea; 1751, April 6, all day
a heavy fleaky fnow, but foon diffolved. Travelling in
-Connecticut from Penfylvania, 1716, June 26, finger
cold, roads froze, ice thick as a crown-piece, Indian
corn beginning to bloom is hurt [].

(] The northerly and N. E. fnows, as being from the fea, are fofter
and milder, than thofe from the north wefterly land continent. Great
fnows lodged in the woods weftward, covered from the diffolving in-
fluence of the fun, by their chill retard our fprings ; it is a vulgar er-
ror, that the fnows lodged upon the ice of our weftern great lakes is
the occafion ; from the abfervation of a curious gentleman, an officer

Mackarel
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Mackarel [#] fet in fecond week of May, lean, and
- feem to eat muddy. Some are caught all fummer ; there
is a fecond fetting in for autumn, fat and delicious eat-
ing; they are a N. lat. fifh, and are not to be found
fouth of New-England ; beginning of July, for a fhort
time they difappear or will not take the bait.

Herrings (a bad kind) fet in middle of May, they
feem to be whimfical or variable as to their ground.

Frogs feem to be dormant, as'are fnakes in the winter
or very cold feafon; we have three fpecies of frogs, ra-
na viridis arborea, the green-tree frog; the rana terre-
ftris et aquatica ; the rana maxima Americana aquatica,
the bull frog. :

1719-20, January 7, the coldeft of days, wind at
N. W. foow lying about one foot deep; Charles-Town

-ferry (tide runs four or five knots) froze over in twenty-
four hours, paflable on the ice (no weather, it is faid, fo
cold, fince winter 1697) continued extreme coldto the
fourteenth. This year the peaches did not bloflom.

Wild geefe fly to the fouthward middle of September,
and return beginning of March ; a wild goofe may yield
half Ib. feathers ; fix brants yield 1 Ib. feathers. Cuckows
return beginning of April. [o]

In the winter feafon, we have from fifteen to twenty
days, at times, a froft fofevere, asin chambers to freeze
the ink.

In maritime places, as are all our North-America
colonies, the weather is variable, according as the wind

belonging to the four independent companies ftationed in the province
of New-York, who commanded the garrifon at Ofwego upon the lake
Ontario about three years, I find that the great lakes are never frozen
over, and confequently cannot lodge fnow. )

[#) Hook mackarel for a market, are preferable to thofe caught by
feins which bruife one another.

{¢) In Europe, the cuckows, paffenger birds, arrive generally be-
ginning of April, therefore the firft day of April is called fools day;
this bird is fo foolifh as not to have any exclufive neft; hence filly
married men, whofe wives are not exclufive but common, are called
cuckold, knockoek, or cocu.

P v o 4 blows
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blows from the fea or inland ; in iflands it is more con-
ftant, becaufe all winds come from the fea; as alfo
inland countries, as is Canada, their winds are all from
the land,  and confequently of the fame nature.

The New-England winters generally fet in end of .
O&ober, and beginning of November, and are over
middle of March; the extreme frofts are from Chriftmas
to middle of February ; the very hot weather is in the
firft weeks of July.

Early winters are generally {evere and long. 1732,
The rivers froze up middle of November, and continued
froze until end of March, many. cattle die for want of
provender. !

Mr. Thomas Robie, a fellow in Cambridge college
of New-England, an ingenious accurate obferver, com-
paring with Mr. Derham’s obfervations at Upminfter in
England, found that winds continuing long in one
quarter, efpecially if ftrong, were nearly the fame in
both places, allowing fome days for their paffage from
one place to the other. .

Salmon are a high latitude fith, they are not to be
found fouth of New-England; the farther fouth, the
later they fet in, and continue a fhorter time ; for in-
ftance, in Connecticut river they fct in the beginning of
- May, and continue only about three weeks ; in Merrimack

river they fet in, beginning of April, to fpawn, and lie
in the deep cold brooks until September and October,
then filently (fo as not to be obferved) and with difpatch,
they return to the fea; in Chebucto, Cape-Breton, and
Newfoundiand, they continue the greateft part of the
year. The people living upon the banks of Merrimack
river in Maffachufetts-Bay of New-England, obferve,
that feveral fpecies of fifh, particularly falmon, fhad,
and alewives, are not {o plenty in the feafons as formerly;
perthaps from difturbances or fome other difguft, as it
happens with herrings in the feveral friths of Scotland.

Smelts, a high latitude fith, fet in to Bofton wharfs
middle of September and take the hook; beginning of -

: February,
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February, they go up to fpawn in the frethes ; no {melts
fouth of New-England; tom-cod goes up to fpawn end
of November. .

We reckon it a good paffage for trading veflels, from
New-England to London in four weeks, and from Lon-
don to New-England in fix weeks.

In New-England, generally the falling weather is from
N.E. toS. E. In winter, if thewind is N. of E. fnow;
if S. of E. rain. The N. E. ftorms are of the greateft
continuance, the S. E. ftorms are the moft violent.
1716-17, February 20 to 22, wind at N, E. northerly,
fell a very deep fnow upwards of three feet upon a level.
N. W. freezing wind backing to the S. W. if reverbe-
rated, proves the moft intenfe cold weather ; thus che-
mical reverberated heats are the ftrongeft.

Trees generally lofe their leaves middle of O¢tober.
The button tree, or platanus occidentalis, is of a fihe pa-
rabolick form fit for avenues, but its verdure is of fhort
continuance, and the tree is not long lived ; it is not full
in leaf till middle of May, and its leaves begin to fade
end of July.

Our great rains are in Auguft about two months after
the fummer folftice, and our great fnows in February,
two months after the winter folftice; the greateft
fnow in my remembrance was 1716-17, third week of
February. :

In falling weather, wind, the farther north from the
eaft, the finer and dryer is the fnow; the farther fouth
from the ealt, the more flaky and humid is the fnow 3

~when the wind comes fouth of the S. E. ‘it turns to
rain.

The winds from the W. S. W. to the N. N. W, are
dry winds, fit for dry curing of falt-fith; farther north,
they are damp and foft as coming from the ocean; far-
th&:' fouth are from the hot latitudes, and fun-burn the
fifh, ‘

Early fprings accelerate the buds and blofloms of
trees, and frequently a fubfequent eafterly chill blafts

3 or
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or pinches them; but are advantageous for hay, becaufe
a late fpring is too foon fucceeded by the fummer, and
the grafs before it becomes thick, runs into ftalks, ftraw
or flubble, and feed : Indian corn require early fprings,
becaufe, if too late, it is in dangeér of autumnal frofts.

In extreme freezing weather, the infenfible perfpiration
or vapours from the harbour, houfe pumps, &c. be-
comes a fenfible perfpiration, being by the cold condenfed
in form of f{moke.

1732-3, The winter was very fevere and long with
gufls of wind: fifty to fixty veflels bound to New-
England, could not hover upon the coaft to wait a fa-
vourable fpurt of wind and weather for puthing in ; but
were obliged to bear away to Bermudas, South-Carolina,
and the Weft-India iflands : peaches were not generally
in bloflfom till middle of May : thefe effets of a fevere
winter did not reach South-Carolina.

Oats, barley and rice, are ripe middle of July.

No herrings (alewives, the {ame fpecies) appear fouth
of Great-Britain, and none fouth of New-England,
which makes a difference of 10 d. in lat. but not in
temperature ; therefore the temperature muft be nearly
the fame, though differing in latitude: this is alfo ob-
fervable in falmon.

We have natural pacers of horfes, which at a cow run,
(a gait which they acquire by pafturing, when colts,
with the cows) wil] pace three miles in feven minutes.

1719, October 14, hard froft as if mid-winter, robins
difappear. This winter I walked round Bofton Penin-
fula at a quick pace upon the ice, without all the wharfs,
In one hour feven minutes,

End of February arrive wild geefe, brants and teal.

Our intenfe hot days are with the wind from S. to
W. S. W. FromN. to E. N. E. is our moft chilly
weather. The dry winds are from W. to N. N. W. All
other winds carry more or lefs damp ; this is manifeft in
the drying of falt cod-fith. Our dry winds with conti-
nuance, are from the continent N, N. W, to W.S. g\f

N ar
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Qur falling weather, is from the ocean, wind N. N, E,
to E. S. E. The other winds are variable, and partake of
both. From middle of October to middle of April re-
quires chamber fires. Long winters are bad for neat
cattle, becaufe without fufficiency of grafs or hay, fub-
fiting only by grain, they lofe their cud. Our feafons
as to temper of the weather may be reckoned, winter
from the winter folftice to the {pring equinox, fpring
from faid equinox to fummer folftice, {ummer from faid
folftice to autumn equinox, and autumn.from thence to
winter Tolftice.

End of Auguflt the fymptoms of approaching winter
begin to appear, we call it the fall (autumn) of the year;
the leaves of maple turn red, the leaves of birch tum
yellow., The alnus or alder holds its leaf, and the ver-
dure of its leaf the longeft; it is a conifer: the betulo,
though a conifer, lofes its leaf foon. Some afters are
the lateft of our wildernefs flowers, We have fcarce any
winter flowering fhrubs. Auguft fometimes is a very
hot month ; 1719, Auguft 15, fo hot that fome men
and cattle die in travelling the road (the fucceeding win-
ter was very cold and long) fome boys faint away at
ichool ; ftrong wind S. W. foutherly, dufky marning.

In fome very fevere winters, fuch as 1732, lumps of
ice fettle upon the oyfter banks, and kill the oyfters.

When tides fet in higher than ufual for the feafon and
time of the moon, itis a fign of eafterly winds. at fea,
and veflels from Europe have fhort paffages.

Early winters are generally fevere and long.

The New-England earthquake of November 5, 17323
an undulatory motion was felt the fame day and hour
at Montreal in Canada, but more violent; this was not
fo violent as that of 1727, Ocober 29. ten and half in
the night ; a vibrating motion was felt.at Barbadoes the
preceding day.

In hot countries, the birds have gay plumage, and
fing but little; their flowers have beautiful mixtures of
colours, but little or po fragancy, In hot countries no

) T P4 good
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good wines 3 .extreme heats or colds do not agree with
wines.

Where there is a hollow fea, land is at a great
diftance : certain kinds of fifh and fowl are fymptoms of
land.

The quality of lands in New-England is known by the
produce ; in the beft lands are cheftnuts and walnuts,
next is beech and white oak, lower is fir, then pitch
" pines, then whortles or huckle-berry plains, laftly, fome
marfhy fhrubs, low and imperfet, being the loweft de-
gree of fuffrutex vegetation,

We have a few winter birds of paffage, which arrive
in autumn when the fummer paffenger birds depart, and
go off in the fpring when the fummer paffage birds re-
turn, e. g. the {now bird or paffer nivalis. Some paffen-
gers remain only a few days, fome a few weeks, others
for fome¢ months. :

‘In New-England are fome pretty little quadrupedes: -
putorius Americanus ftriatus, the pol cat or fkrunk ;.
Sciuri or fquirrels of feveral kinds, the black, the grey
fox fquirrel, the ferret fquirrel, &c. I feem to forget
that a_place is referved in the Appendix for fome things
relating to natural hiftory. [p]

[#] My fummary defign does not allow of botanick excurfions. I
fhall only obferve, 1. thatin the country near Bofton, I have colleted
and defcribed about eleven hundred indigenous {pecies of plants, per-
haps a tew of them might be cafually imported from Europe. Rayin
his {ynopfis of Britith plants, enumerates about 1400 diftin&t fpecies.
Tournefort, in his Hiftoire des plantes des environs de Paris, enume-
rates and defcribes about 1037 fpecies. 2. New-England, perhaps all
North-America, feems moftly to abound with plants, flore compofito,
ﬂorq apetalo, capillares, mufei, lichenes and muthrooms. Between. the
tropicks, they are gencrally anomalous, monopetalous and polypetalous,
not reducible to our European tribes, and require a botanical addi-
tion of more tribes; Tournefort in his Appendix, and corollary has no
new genius of verticillatz umbelliferz, cariophylei, and very few of
the papilionacei. 3. The marine plants feem to be the fame all over
the earth, perhaps from the communications of the feas: the mari-
time plants differ much, 4. 'f'he farther fouth, the timber and other

. wood rivels better into flaves and the like, but does not yield mych

Goofes
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Goofeberries,. rafpberries, and ftrawberries are fpon-
taneous in all our North- America fettlements.

The clearing and cultivating of wildernefs lands, is a
very laborious and tedious affair. \

Between the tropics, winds are generally eafterly,
called trade winds; from the tropics to the high lati-
tudes, they are variable, but moftly wefterly, being an
eddy of the trade winds: in the north high latitudes,
the winds are froze N. E. to N. W. [q]

“The great import of moloffes into New-England,
hinders the cultivation and -malting of barley and other
grain; therefore ought to be charged with a high duty,
equivalent to a prohibition. o

Hunting and other {ports of the field are little ufed in
Anmerica.

The difcovery and fubfequent pofleflion of American
lands, gave the Englifh an exclufive right againft all
other people, the native Indians excepted. Grants of
lands to particular perfons, or to companies and corpo-
rations by the crown, notwithftanding other purcha-
fers from the Indians, fixes the tenures of the lands in
the crown, by fome fmall quit-rent.  The Indians of the
N. E. parts of America feem to be the leaft improved
of human kind ; they are ftrangers to religion, policy,
and arts.

crooked timber, being fpungy; in the intermediate latitudes, from
the alternate variable hot and cold weather, it is not durable ; in very
hot countries their wood is hard and ponderovus.

{41 Our intenfe heats-are many weeks after the fummer folftice, in
the firlt half of July; our intenfe colds arein January. Thusitis in
all phznomena of naturc where there is a reciprocation of caufes and
effeéts ; the intenfenefs of the effe@ts are fome time after the efficient
caufes have paffed their height; e.g. the ofcillation of the ocean in tides,
the tides are not the higheft until the third or fourth tide after
new and full moon ; in fummer the hotteft time of the day is about
two or three hours P. M. and in winter the coldeft time of the day
is generally about the fame hours; our cold weather is protracted
into the fpring feafon of the year, and occafions fhort fprings ;
our warm weather is protralted alfo, and occafions long autumn
weather. ;

In
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In New-England, idlenefs prevails tao much; they
obferve religioufly that article in the fourth command-
ment, Refted the feventh day, but neglect a very eflential
article, Six days fhalt thou labour ; when wages are high
and provifions cheap, they do not labour half their time,

Wiid pigeons, palumbus torquatus migratorius, fee
vol. I. p. 126, in their paffage northward, begin to ap-
pear in New-England end of February and beginning of
March, but not in large numbers, becaufe they travel
more inland for the benefit of laft autumn berries of fe-
veral forts in the wildernefs ; they return in their paffage
fouthward, in large quantities, end of Auguft, and fome
years fince have been fold at four-pence currency. per
dozen ; they at that feafon keep towards the plantations
for the benefit of their harveft. They are of great ad-
vantage in their feafons towards victualling our planta.
tions; the country people feed fome of them (they are
catched alive in nets or fhares) for fome time with Indian
corn, and brought to market, and are good delicate eat-
ing; cumin feed, or its oil, are found by experience the
befl lure to induce the pigeons to their nets. The fpring

‘flights 1751, were very large, like thunder thower clouds,
but foon over.

Cuckows, as above, come in fourth week of March,
and beginning of April; black-birds arrive from the
fouthward about the fame time with the fwallows; fecond
week of April. '

Mackarel.  See above. .

Brants arrive middle of February, very lean and of
fhort continuance ; they return in autumn fat, and in
October proceed fouthward.

Catefby, a late afliduous naturalift, enumerates 113
diftin fpecies of birds from 50 to 45 d. N. lat. in
North-America, and obferves, that animals, particularly
birds, diminifh in number of fpecies as we raife the de-
grees of northern latitudes. He obferved about eighteen
forts of ferpents; whereof only four are of the viper

kind,
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kind, and of thefe the rattle-fnake, viper caudifona
Americana, is the moft peraicious.

A frofty winter produces a dry {ummer; a mild winter
produces a wet fummer. )

Rains and fogs are more common on the thore, andin
foundings than in deep water at fea.

In Canada, the winds are more uniform ard intenfely
cold than in New-England, becaufe the bleak damp
eafterly winds from the ocean do not reach fo far; the
Canada {prings are fometimes more early than the fprings
in New-England ; in Canada the fnows fall early before
the frofts enter the ground deep, therefore fo foon as the
fnows diffolve, the fun fooner enters the ground, than
in a frozen foil. : o
. Forefts cover and retain the fnow long in the fpring,
and occafion late {prings by their chill; when cleared,
we fhall have better feafons. ,

In a mifcellany or loofe article, I may be allowed to
infert any thing for information or amufement, if not
too foreign to the propofed fubject. 1. Our Indians
formerly accounted by fingle wampum, by ftrings of
wampum, and by belts of wampum; in the fame man-
ner as the Englith account by the denominations of
pence, thillings, and pounds. 2. An Indian preacher,
navement, or naturally, in the introduétion to his fermon,
faid, ¢ Brethren, little I know, and little I fhall fay;”
though generally the lefs a preacher knows, the more
" tedious are his fermons. And in the old manner of
jingle, faid, ¢ God does not require of us to part with our
fons, as he did of Abraham of old, but to part with
ourfins.” 3. Clergy, though by fome faid to be of hu-
man inftitution, are defigned as of good ufe to perfuade
people into civility and good manners, and feem to be
effential to fociety; but their bad examples of immora-
lity, and paffionate condemning of all who do not fol-
low their not effential mode or whims, renders them
more hurtful than beneficial to fociety. -

T ) SECT;
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SECT. XIL
Concerning the Province of New-York.

O deduce this colony and any other of the Britith

colonies in America, ab origine, as it were, with
their progreffive improvements and viciffitudes, fee vol,
L fect. 2. article 3. giving fome account of the difco-
veries and firft fettlenments in America from Europe:—
and fect. 4. general remarks concerning the Britith colo-
nies in America,—and particularly p. 204. concerning
New Netherlands, comprehending the prefent Britith
provinces of New York, New-Jerfeys, and fome part of
Penfylvania. Ina fummary, references are more proper
and confonant, than recapitulations.

As New- Jerfeys,and part of Penfylvania, were formerly
with New-York called the Dutch colony of New-Ne«
therlands, or Nova Belgia ; I cannot here avoid by anti-
cipation mentioning fome things concerning them. ,

In thofc times all the country from Maryland to New-
England was called Nova-Belgia, or New-Netherlands.

King James I. by letters patent, April 10, 1606, in
one patent incorporated two diftinct companies or colo-
nies, 1. The firft colony to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir
George Summers, Richard Hackluit prebend at Weft-
minfter, and Edward Maria Wingfield, Efq. adventurers
of the city of London with their affociates; from 34 d.
to 41 d. of northern latitude, including all the lands
within an hundred miles directly over-againft the fea
coaft, and back into the main land one hundred miles
from the fea coaft, and each plantation or fettlement to
extend 100 miles along the fea coaft. 2. The fecond co-
lony to Thomas Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, William
Parker, and George Popham, Efqrs. of the town of
Plymouth, with their affociates; liberty to begin their
firft plantation and feat, at any place upon the coaft of

f Virginia,
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Virginia, where they thould think fit, between the de-
grees of 38 and 45 of northern latitude; with the like
liberties and bounds at the firft colony, provided they
feated within a hundred miles of them.

What relates to Virginia is referred to the feion of
Virginia. Anno 1610, my lord Delaware was fent go-
vernor to Virginia by the South Virginia company ; tal-
ling in with the land about two degrees to the northward
of the capes of Virginia, difcovered a fine large bay, in
compliment to his lordfhip, called Delaware-Bay.

The Swedes and Finns feem to have been the firft oc-
cupiers of fome parts of that large country, afterwards
called by the Dutch, New-NeTHERLANDS 5 they made
fettlements both fides of Delaware river, and began feve-
ral towns and forts, Elfenburgh, Cafimier, now called
New-Caftle, &c. The Dutch traded thither and foon be-
came more powerful and rich than the Swedes; the
Swedes and Finns followed hufbandry only, and being in
conftant fears from their neighbouring numerous Indians,
put themfelves under protection of the Dutch 1655, and
John Kizeing the Swedith governor, made a formal fur-
render of that country to Peter Stuyvefant, governor for
the ftates of Holland. Whereupon all the traét of land
~ in North-America from the latitude of about 38 D. to

the latitude of about 41 D. in Conne@icut, was called
New-Netherlands by all people, except the Englith, who
ftill claimed it as part of New-England : in faét, governor
Argol of Virginia had feveral bickerings with the Dutch,
particularly 1618, in the bay of Delaware, and with others
elfewhere, in the affair of the Englith exclufive trade
andlnopenyinthoﬂspans;lnnintheﬁmneofthedok—
ful civil wars in England under various forms of admi-
niftrations, finding intricate labour enough at home,
negleted the American plantations; and their neigh-
bouring European fettlements at full eafe, were much in-
creafed to our prejudice. The progeny of the banitti
Swedes, who firft fettled Delaware river, ftill live in a
feparate manner; they have at times preaciiers and

book



222 Britis Settlements in AMERICA,  Parrll,

books of devotion from Sweden, but do not hold their
lands of the Penns, becaufe the royal grant of Penn .
exempts lands then fettled by any chriftians ; but they
are as to jurifdiGion under the government of Penfylva.
nia. :
New-York and New-Jerfeys at firlt were traded to,
and fome fettlements made there, by the Englith and
Dutch : the Dutch placed a governor there, of which
the court of England complained to the ftates of Hol-
land ; the ftates difowned it, and faid, that it was only a
private undertaking of an Amfterdam Weft-India com-
pany, and K. JamesI. commiffioned Edward Langdon
as governor, and called the country New-Albion; the
Dutch fubmitted to the Englith government. During the
civil troubles in England in the adminiftration of King
Charles I. and of the republican party, the Dutch again
eftablithed a government there, till it was reduced by
England 1664. When this redution was upon the anvil,
K. Charles II. made a previous grant of that country,
called by the Dutch, New-NeTHErRLANDS, March 12,
1663-4, of property and government to his brother the
duke of York. Duke of York, June 24, 1664, made a
grant of that portion now called New- Jerfey, ({o called,
in compliment to Sir George Carteret a Jerfey-man)
jointly to lord Berkley of Straton, and to Sir George
Carteret vice chamberlain, and of the privy council; a -
further account of this belongs to the feGtion of New-.
Jerfeys.

K. Charles II. anno 1664, fitted out an expedition for
the reduction or recovery of New-Netherlands, fo called
by the Dutch, confifting of a fquadron of fhips com-
manded by Sir Robert Carr, and {fome land fotces aboard
under the command of col. Richard Nicols. Upon their
arrival at New-Amfterdam, fince called New-York, the
Dutch after fome fhew of refiftance, but much terrified,
upon the offers of prote@ion for their perfons and pror
perties, and liberty to remove with all their effes, if -
they faw fit, fubmited to the Englith; articles were drawn
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up, figned and cxchanged in September 1664 : the Eng-~
lith poffeffed of New-Amfterdam, called it New-York:
in a fhort time thereafter, the Englith {quadron entered
Delaware bay and river, and all the fettlements there,
followed the example of the Dutch capital New- Amfter-
dam, and pofleflion of all New-Netherland was taken
for, and in the name of, the duke of York, to whom K.
Charles his brother had previoufly given it by a royal
patent; and all manner of jurifdition, as well civil as
military, was exercifed throughout the whole country,
excepting in the Jerfeys, which the duke of York had dif-
pofed of to Berkley and Carteret, by the fole appoint-
ment of the duke and his deputies.

By the third article of the peace of Breda figned July
21, 1667, between England and the United Provinces,
the Englith were to remain in poffeflion of that whole
country, in exchange for the country of Surinam, which
the Dutch had taken from the Englifh. King Charles in
the beginning of 1672, having declared war againft the
United Provinces, the Dutch fent a fquadron of thips to
New-York, which they foon reduced with the ret of
the country; but by a peace concluded at Weftminfter,
February 9, 1673-4, in the fixth article it was again re-
ftored to England in general terms, ¢ that what{oever
country, iflands, towns, ports, caftles, or forts have or
fhall be taken on both fides, fince the time that the
late unhappy war broke out, either in Europe or elfe-
where, fhall be reftored to the former lord and proprie-
tor, in the fame condition they fhall be in.when the
peace itfelf fhall be proclaimed ; after which time there
fhall be no fpoil nor plunder of the inhabitants, nor de-
molition of fortifications, nor carrying away of guns,
powder, or other military ftores which belonged to any
caftle or fort at the time when it was taken.”

This tra&t of land, as it had been taken and pofleft
by a foreign power, though afterwards delivered or fur-
rendered back by treaty, to obviate or remove all difputes

concerning the validity of former grants, King Charles
4 ‘ o was
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was advifed to make a new grant of that country to his
brother the duke of York by letters patent, bearing
date, June 29, 16%4. '

Let us now proceed more particularly to the province
of New-York, the fubjet of this fection. ’

Anno 1664, K. CharlesII. appointed commiffioners to
fettle the boundaries of the feveral colonies: [7] from
mifinformation they fettled the line between New- York
and Conneticut by a N. N. W. line, as is mentioned in
our vol. I, p. 161 ; they were made to belicve that this
N. N. W. line would leave twenty miles to New-York
on the eaft fide of Hudfon’s river; whereas it foon crof-
fed Hudfon’s river, and left many of the Dutch fettle-
ments upon Hudfon’s river, to the colonies of Maffa-
chufetts-Bay, and Conneéticut, but thefe colonies never
took pofleflion thereof. This line is upon record in
New-York and Conneéticut.

- The partition line of New- York with Connecticut was
run February 14, 1684, by commiffioners of both colo-
nies, and figned at the town of Milford in Conne&icut
by col. Thomas Dongan governor of New-York, and by
‘Robert Treat, Efg. governor of Conneéticut, and con-
firmed by king William in council, March 28, 1400
but as this line was not well marked, diftinguithed, or
afcertained, efpecially as to the equivalent lands; not
long fince, by both parties, it was finally run, well
marked out, and afcertained, and confirmed by the king

in council, as related in our vol. II. p- 161.in the fec-
tion of Connecéticut.

As to the eaftern boundary of the province of New-
York; New-York hint at claiming fo far eaft as Con-
nefticut river, becaufe 1. By ancient Dutch maps pub-
lifhed before the Englifh royal grants of the colonies of

(] Wg formerly rr{entioned, their fettling of the boundéries between
the colonies of Maffachufetts-Bay and Rhode Ifland.
' Maflachu~
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Maffachufetts-Bay and Connelticut, the Dutch had ac-
tually a fort at the mouth of Connecticut river, as ap-
pears by records [s]. 2. That part of New-Netherlands
in the duke of York’s grant, is defcribed, ¢ and alfo
¢ all that ifland or iflands, commonly called by the fe-
¢ veral name or names of Mattowacks or Long-Ifland,
« ficvate, lying, and being towards "the weft of Cape-
¢ Cod and the narrow Highganfets, abutting upon the
¢ main land between two rivers, there called and known
¢ by the feveral names of Conne&icut and Hudfon’s ri-
¢ vers, and all the lands from the weft fide of Conne&i-
<€ cut river, to the eaft fide of Delaware-Bay.” 3. This-
ifland, now called Long-Ifland, remains with the pro-
vince of New-York, by a mutual tacit confent of toth
colonies. In anfwer to thefe allegiations it is obvious,
1. That the line lately fettled between New-York and
Conneéticut, and confirmed or ratified by the king in
council, is at twenty miles eaft of Hudfon’s river, and
cuts off all their claims of this nature upon Conneticut.
2. By the like parity of reafon, and precedent, the New-
York claim to that part of Maffachufetts-Bay, which lies
weft of Conneéticut river, is cut off; moreover the Dutch
never traded or fettled fo high upon Conneéticut river.
3. Therefore in equity, New-York is bounded north of
Conneéticut N. W. corner, by a line parallel to and at
twenty miles diftant eaft of Hudfon’s river, to over-
againft the great crook [#], elbow, or great falls of Hud-
fon’s river, and thence in a due north line to the fouth

{s] The children of William Brown, Efg. of Salem in New-Eng-
land, are great-grand-children of a grand-daughter of mynheer Pro-
voft, at that time governor of this fort.

[#] Great crooks of boundary rivers not well difcovered and de-
feribed at the times of granting and bounding colonies, are now con-
ftrued as a termination of fuch lines; thus it was lately by de.ermina-
tion of the king in council, with refpeét to the line between the pro-
vinces of Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hampthire at Pantucker falls
of Merrimack river, fee vol. L p. 423. '

Vou. 1L Q. boundary
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boundary line of the French Canada country; [#] this
line with other difputable claims is now in agitation at
Paris by Britith and French commifiaries.

Unlefs there be fome general, but definitive articles
of agreement, fee vol. I. p. 13, with the French, con-
cerning boundaries, we ought to have continued refi-
dence of commiffaries at Puris or elfewhere ; if the pre-
fent commiffaries are fo happy as to fettle the boundary
lines, between Canada on the French fide, and Nova-
Scotia, New-England, and New-York on the Britifh

[#] The various difputes between the courts of Great-Britain and
France (I muft once and again beg pardon for meddling in ftate af-
fairs, or arcana imperii, by chance they fall in my way, and in fome
manner I fcramble over them) concerning the national properties and
jurifdiGions of feme difputable countries in America, which perhaps
might have been fettled in the late definitive ({o called) treaty of Aix
la Chapelle, more expeditionfly and with better effe&t, confidering
1. That by meer dint of good fortune, providence feemed to be of
our fide, and gave us pofleflion of Louifbourg at the mouth or entrance
of St. Laurence or Canada greatriver, the French Dunkirk of North
America. 2. By our natural fuperiority at fea, we had entirely ob-
ftru&ted the French plantation American trade, which might have in-
duced or forced the French to make us fome favourable conceflions;
than by tedious and generally ineffeCtive fubfequent treaties by com-
miflaries, which frequently terminate only in a neutrality till next ge-
neral rupture, or in fome mutual conceflions by way of equivalents
detrimental to that fide who may have lately received the law; thus
for inftance, if thé court of Great-Britain at this jun@ure fhould quit
claim the neutral iflands in the Weft-Indies to the French, as an
equivalent for fome conceffions to be made in Nova-Scotia by the
court of France to the Britifh.

At prefent, 1751, the French with a confiderable military force,
make a ftand on the north fide of Chicanefto-bay and river in about
25 d. 25 m. The parallel of 45 d. is the northern extent of king
James I. grant 1605 to the North-Virginia company ; this is perhaps
the foundation of the French claim. If the partition line with France
or Canada is to be fettled at 45 d. north lat, continued, it will fall in
with St. Laurence or Ontario river, a little above Montreal ; includ-
ing the greateft part of Champlain or Corlaers lake with the formerly
Dutch country adjoining. If the fouth limits of Canada are thus
fettled, New-York weft line will begin at this determination,and pafs
along Ontario river to Ontario lake, along Ontario lake, and its com-
municating run of water to the lake Erie, till it meets with Penfylvania
north line.

fide,
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fide, there will ftill remain further lines to be fettled,
of which I can give fome inftances, which may oc-
cafion great contention, the fymptoms whereof appear
already ; but as thefe things at prefent are in embrio, I

fhall touch upon them only by way of annotational
emufement. [¥]

[x] There is a tra& of valuable land weft foutherly from Penfylva-
nia: Penfylvania in the grant extends §d. W. from Delaware river,
and takes in a confiderable fhare of lake Erie, and within which bounds
fince the late peace the French have ere@ed a fortification with a
view of claiming that country, as formerly they built a fort at Crown-
point, to fix a claim to the country of lake Champlain. Our Indian
traders inform us, that below lake Erie, npon the river Ohio, called
by the French La Belle Riviere, and the great river Ouabache, which
jointly fall into the grand river of Miffiffippi, are the moft valuable
lands in all America, and extend from 5ooto 600 milesin a level rich
foil. Luckily for us, the French, laft war, not being capable of
fupplying the Indians of thofe rivers with goods fufficient, thefe In-
dians dealt with our traders, and a number of them came to Phila-
delphia to treat with the Englith; hitherto they have faithfully ob-
ferved their new alliance : thefe Indians are called the T'wichetwhees,
a large nation, mach fuperior in numbers to all our Six nations, and
independent of them. This gave the government of Canada much
uneafinefs, that {o confiderable a body of Indians with their territoryy
trade, and inlet into the Mifliffippi, fhould be lopt from them; ac-
cordingly the governor of Canada in the autumn 1750, wrote to the
governors of New-York and Penfylvania, acquainting them, that
our Indian traders had encroached fo far on their territories by trad-
ing with their Indians; that if they did not defift, he fhould be ob-
Tiged to apprehend them, wherever they fhould be found within thefe
bounds ; accordingly in the fpring 1751, fome French parties with
their Indians, feized three of our traders, and confined them in Mon-
treal or Quebeck : the Twichetwhees, our late allies, refented this,
and immediately rendezvoufed to the number of from 5co to €00, and
fcoured the woods till they found three French traders, and delivered
them up to the government of Penfylvania. Here the matter refts,
and waits for an accommodation betwixt our governor and the French
governor, as to exchange of prifoners ; and as to the main point of
the queftion, in fuch cafes the French never cede till drubbed into it
by a war, and confirmed by a fubfequent peace. However it is pro-
bable, that in a few years our fettlements, if well attended to, will
be carried thither, if, with the protection of the Indian: of that na-
tion, they are countepanced by our governments. With this view
the governor of Penfylvania is labouring with the affembly to have

Q2 The
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‘The north and fouth boundaries in North-America
dominions, belonging or claimed by different fovereign-
ties, and of {eparate colonies under the fame fovereign,
are beft determined by parallels of latitude which may
be fuppofed invariable; thus the boundary of Hudfon's-
Bay company by the treaty of Utrecht is well fixed at
49 d. N. lat. perhaps that of Canada with Nova-Sco-
tia, New-England and New-York, may be fettled at
45 d. In New-England that of Maffachufetts-Bay with
New-Hampthire, by the king in council is fixed at a
parallel of about 42 d. 50 m. Maffachufetts-Bay with
Rhode-Ifland and Conneticut is in 42d. 2 m. New-
¥York and Penfylvania is 42 d. compleated, or the be-
ginning of the 43 d. which is twenty miles north of
New-York ftation point with the Jerfies; Virginia with
the Carolinas as fettled, 1739, is in about 36 d. 40m.
Some colonies are only bounded by rivers, the river
Powtomack bounds Virginia from Maryland, the river
Savannah divides South-Carolina from Georgia.

In all affairs, the French a& the huckfters; at firft
make great demands, but afterwards gradually recede.
Tt is faid, that as the French are now in poffeflion of
Crown-Point fort and fettlement near lake Champlain in
about 44 d. N. lat. their firft demand of boundaries was
a parallel of 44d. lat. which cuts off from us part of
New-York and New-Hampthire, almoft the whole of

fome place of firength, fecurity, or retreat for our Indian traders,
under the name of a trading or truck-houfe; the Indians have given
their confent to this fcheme, which they never granted to the French ;
it will be'a difficult matter to perfuade a quaker affembly into any
thing, where a military firength or fecurity is implied,

We may obferve, that fome part of thefe Indian lands W. fouther-
ly of Penfylvania, to the quantity of 600,000 acres, have a year
or two ago, been granted by the crown to a company of gentle-
men in Virginia, free of quit-rent for twenty-one years ; in the prayer
of their petition, they propofe the fettling and cultivating the fame,
a‘S'We.” as to carry on trade with the Indians. The whole of this af-
fair is now reprefented at home to the miniftry, by the governor of
Penfylvania.

4 the
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the province of Maine, all the good country upon Que-
nebeck river, all Sagadahock, or the late property of the
duke of York, almoft the whole of Nova-Scotia, in-
cluding Anopolis-Royal in 44d. 40 m. and Chebuto
in 44d. 1o m. and Canfo; the French court are fince
faid to have ceded, and propofed to make. a ceffion of
one degree of latitude ; that is, their bounding parallel
of latitude fhall be 454d. as the grant of K. James I.
anno 1606, to the North-Virginia company extended
no further; and moreover, that the French governor
Champlain had taken pofieffion of the gulph and river
of St. Laurence before this, and before the Dutch oc-
-cupied the New-York fettlement. This parallel of
45 d. 1n favour of the French, includes all the Canfo
iflands with the northern parts of the bay of Fundy:
and the good country upon St. “John’s river ; leaving
to Great-Britain the peninfula of Nova-Scotia, Crown-
Point, and the greateft part of the country upon lake
Champlain or the Dutch Corlaers lake ; [y] the ceflion
of Nova-Scotia to Great-Britain by the treaty of Utrecht,
was underftood by the nation or people of Great-Bri-
tain, to be according to the extent of the French com-
miffion fo far as Cape-Rofiers, to Mr. Subercaffe, their
laft] governor; of L’Acadie; but by a parallel of 45 d.
in the meridian of Cape-Rofiers, in lat. of 50d. 3om.
we give up 5d. 3om. of latitude 3 in the meridian of
Quebeck in lat. 46d. 55m. we give up about 1d.
55 m. of latitude; in the meridian of Montreal, a very
{mall matter. Thus the French explain the loofe trea-
ty of Utrecht, to our very great difadvantage, as if

they gave the law, and were fupreme judges thereof 3 O
tempora!

[y) This Corlaer was a principal man amongft the Dutch fettlers,
and this lake was called by his name ; the French call it lake Champ-
lain, and it generally has obtained that pamie; Champlain was the
firft governor of Canada,

Q3 The
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The north boundary of the province of New-York,
- may be the fouth linc of Canada when fettled; pro-
bably it will begin at a point in a meridian twenty miles
eaft of the crock or great falls of Hudfon’s river, and
running weft will crofs lake Champlain, and terminate
in Caturaqui river. '

Its W. line runs up Cataraqui river, and lake called
generally lake Ontario, and terminates on lake Erie in
north lat. 42d. complete. From Ofwego upon lake
Ontario, may be reckoned the width of the government
of New-York, 220 miles, viz. due W, from the lake,
200 miles to Albany or Hud{on’s river ; and from Al-
bany twenty miles due W. to the weft line of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay province.

The fouthern line of the province of New-York is in
* {feveral direions or flexures. 1. From lake Erie along
“the north or head line of Penfylvania in lat. 42. to De-
laware river. 2. Thence twenty miles down faid river
to the north divifional point of New-York and New-
Jerfies on faid river in lat, 41d. 4om. 3. Thence in
a ftraight line E. 42 d. to 41 d. lat. on Hudfon’s river.
4. Thence twelve miles down Hudfon’s river to north
end of the ifland of New-York, then down faid Hud-
fon’s river on the W. fide of New-York ifland to San-
dy-point, the entrance of New-York road and harbour
about thirty miles. 5. Thence along the fouthern
- thore of Long-Ifland, round the E. end of Long-
Ifland, including Fifther’s ifland and Gardner’s ifland,
which lie near the entrance of New-London harbour in
Thames river of Connelticut colony; then along the
- northern fhore. of Long-Ifland found, to over-againt

the mouth of Byram river, where the wefterh divifional
line between New-York and Conneicut begins.

The eaftern line is from the mouth of Byram river,
along the Oblon%‘as defcribed in the fection of Connecti-
“cut, vol. IL p. 161, to the N. W. corner of Connecticut
colory, or S. W. corner of the province of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay, about eighty miles: thence in a parallel with

1 Hudfon’s
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Hudfon’s river at twenty miles diftance E. from Hud-
fon’s river, along the weftern line of Maflachufetts-
Bay, about forty-feven miles to the N. W. corner of
Maffachufetts-Bay, which is the S. W. corner of lands
lately annexed, or crown lands put under the jurifdic-
tion of the province of New-Hampfhire pro tempore ;
thence in a like parallel from Hudfon’s river, about
forty miles upon the weftern line of New-Hampthire,
to the latitudes of the great falls or crook of Hudfon’s
river ; thence in a due meridian line on the weft line of
the crown lands, [2] at prefent in the jurifdiction of
New-Hampthire, to the fouth boundary line of Canada,
when by much protracted, and finally perhaps difad-
vantageous negotiations it fhall be determined. The
reader may obferve, that I have neither inclination nor

intereft to be of any fide, other than folicitous for a na-
tional concern.

We may obferve, that as the dividing line between
New-York and New-Jerfies in duke of York’s grant of
1664, to lord Berkley, and Sir George Carteret, is from
the N. latitude of 41d. on Hudfon’s river, to the lat.
of 41d. 40 m. on the northermoft branch of Delaware
river ; fo that the fixing of the two latitudes, and run-
ning of the line between them, was all that was required
for the fettling of that line: accordingly, 1719, by a&t
of the general affemblies of both provinces, commiffion-
ers and furveyors were appointed : after many obferva-

[2] In a late final fettlement of the north boundary of the province
of Maflachufetts-Bay, if the adminiftration at home, for the intereft
of our mother country and its plantations, had been adviled by gen-
tlemen intelligent in the affair, the lands north of that line, being
crown lands, might have been annexed to the province of Mafla-
chufetts-Bay, though not property, yet in jurifdiction, as are the
lIands of Sagadahock: the infignificant impotent {mall province of
New-Hampthire can never be capable of cultivating and defendirg it
againft the Canada French and their Indians ; {o large a tradt of wil-
dernefs lands as this, is, leaving a vaft country uncultivated, or to the
ufe and improvement of the French,

Q4 tions
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tions, the latitude of 41d. 40 m. on the northermoft
branch of Delaware river was fettled, and executed by °
indentures under hands and feals; and to commemorate
the fame, thefe indentures were recorded at Perth-Am-
boy in New-Jerfey, lib. D. No. 2. p. 280, &c. and in
New-York, in a book of -entries beginning of Augutt
1739, p. 168, &c. then a ftraight line was run by the
faid commiffioners and furveyors to Hudfon’s river, and
the furveyors made many obfervations there, of the
meridional altitudes of the fun and proper ftars, to dif-
cover the proper latitude on Fludfon’s river; but the
commiffioners never met afterwards to fix that point;
therefore it remains undetermined to this day, though
frequently demanded by the Eaft-Jerfies.

The deed of the equivalent lands, (fee vol. IL p,
161) called the Oblong from Connecticut to New-York
in the king’s name, was not fealed or delivered until
May 14, the grant of the greateft part of thefe lands to
Sir Jofeph Eyles, and company was next day after, be-
ing the 15th of May, and not put upon record till fome
time thereafter. The controver(y between Eyles and”
company, and Hauly and company, concerning the pro-
perty of thefe lands, is ftill fubfifting: the contracted
nature of a fummary does not allow us to infert it at
large ; only we obferve, [4] that Sir Jofeph Eyles and
company, March 10, 1730-1, prefented a petition to the
king in council for this land, by the name of ¢ a.cer-
¢ tain tract of land in your majefty’s province of New-
“ York in America, &c.” computed at 62,000 acres ;
on the fame day it was referred to a committee of the
privy council, and 24th of that month, they refer it to
the lords commiffioners of trade and plantations ; the
lords of trade made their report to the lords of the
committee. ¢ We think it for his majefty’s fervice to

[] This Iinfert in fo minute a manner, by way of information,
how plantation affairs are managed at the feveral boards in Greate

Britain. ;
grapt
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grant to them, their heirs and affigns, the lands they
petition for,” &c. and on the goth March 1731, the
.ﬁ)rds of the committee make their report to the kin
in coupcil, ¢¢ apprehending that all reafonable encou-
ragement ought to be given for the fettling of lands in
your majefty’s plantations, do agree with the opinion of
the faid lords commiffioners for trade, &c. and that
ir may be advifable for your majefty to grant to the
petitioners the faid lands in the manner above propofed.”
April 8, 1731, the king in counfel approves of the
report of thofe lords of the committee, and orders a
-grant accordingly, by ordering the lords commiffioners
of his majefty’s treafury to prepare a warrant for pafling
it, and on the 4th of May, 1731, the lords commii-
fioners of the treafury direted the warrant for the grant
to the attorney and folicitor general; the grant itfelf, '
under the great feal of Great-Britain, is dated May 15,
-17315 after reciting the words of the petition, ¢ are
-gracioufly pleafed to gratify the petitioners of their re-
queft : know ye,” &c. [#]~About the fame time the
governor and council of New-York granted, by virtue
- of their royal inftru&tion for granting of province lands,
to Hauly and company the fame lands; which of thefe .
grants fhall take place, is not as yet decided ; it is cer-
tain, that the deed of thefe equivalent lands, from Con-
neéticut to his majefty, was not fealed and delivered
until May 14, 1731, yet at the diftance of 1000 leagues
- was granted next day to Eyles, &c.

The extent of the province government or jurifdiction
.of New-York is as follows ; from N. to S. thatis, from
Sandy-Hook in lat. 40d. 30 m. to the fuppofed Canada
line in the parallel of 45d. lat. are 313 Englifh miles ;
the extent from W, to E. is various. 1. From the E.

56] There feems to be fome impofition in the petition of Sir Jofeph
Eyles and company, reprefenting thefe lands, as produdtive of pitch,
‘tar, other paval ftores, mines, and furs,

foutherly
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foutherly termination of the boundary line between the
Jerfies and New-York, in lat. 41d. upon Hudfon’s ri-
ver to Byram river, where the colony of Conneéticut be-
gins, are ten miles. 2. From the W. northerly termi-
nation of the faid boundary line between Jerfey and
New-York on the north branch of D.laware river in lat,
41d. 4 m. to Connecticut W. line, including the Oblong,
are eighty-two miles, whereof about fixty miles from
‘Delaware river to Hudfon’s river, and twenty-two miles
from Hudfon’s river to the prefent Conneéticut W, line,
Oblong included. 3. From 41d. 40 m. on Dclaware
river, New-York runs twenty miles higher on Delaware
river to the parallel of 42d. lat. which by Penfylvania
royal grant divides New-York from the province of Pen-
fylvania; upon this parallel New-York is fuppofed to -
extend weft to the lake Erie; and from thence along

lake Erie, and along the communicating great run of
water [¢] from the lake Erie to the lake Ontario or Ca-
taraqui, and along lake Cataraqui, and its difcharge Ca-
taraqui river to the aforefaid Canada, fuppofed line with
the Britith colonies; we fhall inftance the breadth of
New-York province from Ofwego; [4] as being a me-

[e] In this run of water or communicating river, are the noted
great Niagara falls frequently mentioned, and a French pafs to keep
up ‘the communication between Canada and Miffiffippi, called fost
Denonville. . .

[4] Ofwego, formerly mentioned, is a fort, and Indian trading
place in times of peace, with a garrifon of twenty-four foldiers from
the four independent regular companies, to prevent any diforders in
_-trade, this'being in the feafon a kind of Indian fair: laft French

war the garrifon confifted of 200 men of regular troops and militia,

and the French did not find it convenient to moleft them. Ogr tra-
" ders with the Indians fit out from Albany, and pay a certain duty up-
on what they vend and buy at Ofwego : their routis, from Albany
to Schenectady town, or corporation upon Mowhawks river, fixteen
miles land carriage; thence up Mohawks river ; in this river is only
one fhort carrying place at a fall in that river ; from Mohawks river
" a carrying place of three to five miles according to the feafons, here
are convenient Dutch land carriages to be hired, to a river which falls
into the Oneidas lake; then from this lake down Onandagues, river

dium
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dium in this line. Ofwego fort and tracing place with
many nations of Indians upon the lake Ontario, Cata-
raqui or Ofwego, in lat. 43d. 33 m. lies weft norcherly
from Albany about 200 miles, and twenty miles from -
Albany-to the weft line of the province of Maffachufetts-
Bay, in all about 220 miles. Montreal lies N. by E, of
Albany above 220 miles.

Befides the main land country of New-York, there are
fome iflands belonging toit. 1. Long-Ifland, called by
the Indians Matowacks, and by the Dutch, Naffau; it lies

to Ofwego trading place upon lake Ontario ; there is a fhort fall in
Onondagues river. Almoft the whole of the eaft fide of the Ontario
lake lies in the Onondagues country. From Ofwego fort to Niagara,
falls on French fort Dononville are about 160 miles, and from Of-
wego fort fixty miles to fort Frontenac, alfo called Cataraqui fort,
where the lake vents by Cataraqui river, which with the Qutawae
‘river makes St. Laurence river called the great river of Canada;
this fort Frontanac is about 200 miles down that rocky river to Mon-
treal.

By conjetture of the French Courcurs des bois in round numbers,
the circumference of the five great lakes or inland feas of North-
"America, are, Ontario, 200 leagues, Erio, 200 leagues, Hurons 300
leagues, Mihagan, 300 leagues, and the upper lake 500 leagues.

As I do not write this, as a rigidly connefted piece, I mention
feveral thingsas they occur, but without any confiderable deviation.
1: The Mohawk nation of our allied New-York Indians live on the
fouth fide of a branch of Hudfon’s river called Mohawks river, but
not on the north fide thereof, as is reprefented in the French maps.
2. The Oneidas nation lie about 100 miles W. from Albany, near
the head of the Mohawks river. 3. The Onondagues lie about 130
miles weft from Albany, 4 The Tufcaroras, an adventitious or fixth
nation (in former times they were called the Five nations) live partly
with the Oneidas, and partly with the Onondagues. * g. The Cayugas
about 160 miles weft from Albany. 6. The Senecas who live upon
the frontiers of Penfylvania are about 140 miles weft from Albany.
A French noted writer M. de Lifle calls thefe Five nations by the
name of Iroquois.

Formerly the French had popith miffionaries with the Oneides,
. Onondagues, and Cayugas, and endeavoured to keep them in their
intereft. B

There is fcarce any beaver in the country of the Five nations ¢
therefore their hunting at a great diftance from home, occafions fre-
quent jarrings with other Indian nations; this trains them up by
prattice, to be better warriors than the other Indian nations. .

n
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in length from E. to W, about 120 miles, and at a me-
dium 15 about ten miles broad; its eaft thore is a fandy
flat, as is all the E. fhore of North-America from Cape-
Cod of New-England in N. lat. 42 d. 10 m. to Cape-Flo-
rida in about 25d. N. lat. Upon the fhore of Long-Ifland
are very few inlets, and thefe very fhallow: its north fide
is good water, there being a found between it and the main
Yand of Conneéicut; the wideft part of this near New-
Haven of Connelticut does not exceed eight leagues,
Two thirds of this ifland is a barren fandy foil. The
eaftorn parts were fettled from New-England, and retain
their cufloms; the weftern parts were fettled by the
Dutch, where many families to this day underftand no
other language but the Dutch. It is divided into three
counties, Queen’s county, King’s county and Suffolk
county, and pays confiderably above one fourth of the
taxes or charges of the goverment of the province. Hell-
Gate, where 1s the confluence or meeting of the E. and
W. tide in Long-Ifland found, is about twelve miles
from the city of New-York. 2. Staten-Ifland at its E.
end, has a ferry of three miles to the W. end of Long-
Iland ; atits W. end isa ferry of one mile to Perth-Am-
boy of Eaft-Jerfies; it is divided from Eaft-Jerfies by 2
creek’s is in length about twelves miles, and about {ix.
miles broad, and makes one county, called Richmond,
which pays fcarce one in one and twenty of the provincial
tax; itis all in one parifh, but feveral congregations, viz.
an Englith, Dutch, and French congregation ; the inha-
bitants are moftly Englifh; only one confiderable village,
called Cuckold’s-town. 3. Nantucket, Martha’s vineyard
and Elizabeth iflands were formerly under the jurifdic-
tion of New-York ; but upon the revolution they were
annexed by the new charter of Maffachufetts-Bay, to the
jurifdi&tion of Maffachufett’s-Bay ; not many years fince,
fome of the freeholders of thefe iflands when occafionally
in New-York, were arrefted for the arrears of the gene-
ral quit-rents of thefe iflands. 4. Manhatans, the Indian
name, New- Amfterdam the Dutch name, or New-York
the Englith name, may be called an ifland, though it has

: a com-
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a communication with the main land, by King’s-bridge;
the whole ifland being about fourteen miles long, but
very narrow, is all in the jurifdi¢tion of the city of New-
York ; itlies on the mouth of Hudfon’s river,

In the province of New-York are four incorporated
towns, who hold courts within themfelves, fend repre-
fentatives to the general aflembly or legiflature, with
fundry exclufive privileges. 1. The city of New-York
and its territory, formerly eftablifhed by col. Dongan,
fends four reprefentatives. 2. The city of Albany pro-
bably had their charter alfo from col. Dongan, and is
nearly the fame with that of New-York; fends two repre-~
fentatives. 3. The borough of Weft-Chefter ; and 4. The
townthip of Schenectady ; it feems thefe two corporations
had their charters before the revolution, and each of them
fend one reprefentative to the general affembly.

As a fpecimen of town corporation charters, in the
plantations, I fhall infert an extra® of the charter of the
city of New-York; it is the fulleft and the moft exclu-
five of any of them. It begins by mentioning or recit-
ing feveral grants of privileges which they have enjoyed
by patents and charters. ¢ Whereas the city of New-
¢ York is an ancient city, and the citizens anciently a
¢ body politick with fundry rights, privileges, &¢.aswell
<¢ by prefcription as by charters, letters patent, grants and
‘¢ confirmations, not only of divers governors and com-
¢ manders in chief in the faid province, but alfo of feve-
¢ ral governors, directors, generals, and commanders in
¢¢ chief of the Nether Dutch nation, whilft the fame was
¢¢ or has been undertheir powerand fubjeétion. That Tho-
¢ mas Dongan, Efq. lieutenant governor of New-York,
“¢ under king James II. Auguft 27, 1686, by a charter
¢ confirmed all their former grants not repugnant to the
¢¢ Jaws of Englandand province of New-York, with fome
“¢ additions, granting to them all the unappropriated lands
¢ to low-water mark in Manhatan’s ifland, under theyear-
¢ ly quit-rent of one beaver fkin, or the value thereof ;
“¢ their jurifdiction to extend all over theifland,&c.” That

this charter was confirmed by a fubfequent charter flrorg
ord
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lord Cornbury governor, April 19, 1708, with fome ad-
ditions granted to them the ferrics, &c. That as fome
queftioned the validity of their former charters, becaufe
they were in the governor’s name only, and not in the
name of their kings and queens, they petition governor
Montgomery fora new charter, confirming all their for-
mer privileges, with fome additions; granting to them
four hundred feet below low-water mark in Hudfon’s
river, &c.

Governor Montgomery’s charter by which they now
hold, is dated January 15, 1730, and- afterwards con-
firmed or corroborated by an aét of the provincial affem-
bly or legiflature of New-York, and declared to be a
publick act, relating to the whole colony. The fub-
ftance of this charter is as follows :

¢« They are incorporated by the name of the mayor, al-
¢ dermen and commonalty of the city of New-York.—
<« The city to be divided into feven wards, viz. weft-ward,
< fouth-ward, duck-ward, eaft-ward, north-ward, Mont-
¢ gomery-ward, and the out-ward divided into the Bowry
¢¢ divifionand Harlem divifion.—The corporation tocon-
¢ fift of one mayor, one recorder, and feven aldermen,
< feven affiftants, one fheriff, one coroner, one com-
¢ mon clerk, one chamberlain or treafurer, one high con-
< ftable, fixteen aflfeffors, feven colleftors, fixteen con-
<¢ ftables, and one marfhal. The mayor with confent of
¢ the governor, may appoint one of his aldermen his de-
“ puty. The governor yearly to appoint the mayor, fhe-
¢¢ riff, and coroner, and the frecholders and freemen in
< their refpective wards to chufe the other officers, ex-
¢¢ cepting the chamberlain, who s to beappointed in coun-
¢t cil by the mayor, four or more aldermen, and four or
* more affiftants. The mayor to appoint the high con-
¢ {table ; all officers to take the proper oaths, and to con-
¢¢ tinue in office till others have been chofen in their
¢ room; when any officer dies, the ward is to chufe an-
¢ other; upon refufal to ferve in office, the common
¢¢ council may impofe a fine not exceeding 15 1. for the
“ufeof the corporation, The mayor or recorder, faﬂd

~ ‘¢ tour
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«¢ four or more aldermen, with four or more affiftants, to
« be a common council to make by-laws, to regulate the
« freemen, to leafe lands and tenements, &c. but to do
«¢ nothing inconfiftent with the laws of Great-Britain or
< of this province; fuch laws and orders not to continue
<« in force exceeding twelve months, unlefs confirmed by
«¢ the governor and council. May punith by disfranchifing,
< or fines for the ufe of the corporation.  The common
council fhall decide in all controverted eletions of offi-
cers. The common council may be called by the mayor,
or in his abfence by the recorder; fine of a member for
non-attendance not exceeding 20s. for the ufe of the
¢« corporation. The corporation may eftablifh as many
< ferries as they may fee fit, and let the fame. To hold a
market at five or more different places every day of the
week, excepting Sunday; to fix the affize of bread,
<« wine, &c. The mayor with four or more aldermen
< may make freemen, fees not to exceed 51. none but
freemen fhall retail goods or exercife any trade, penalty
« ;1. no aliens to be made free. To commit common
< vagabonds, ere¢t work-houfes, goals, and alms-houfes.
The mayor to appoint the clerk of the market, and
water bailiff ; to licence carmen, porters, cryers, {ca-
vengers, and the like; to give licence to taverns and
retailers of ftrong drink for one year, not exceeding
¢« g0s. per licence; {elling without licence 5 1. current
« money toties quoties.  The mayor, deputy mayor, re-
corder, and aldermen for the time being, to be juftices
¢ of the peace. The mayor, deputy mayer, and recor-
< der, or any of them, with three or more of the alder-
men, fhall hold quarter fefflions, not to {it exceeding
four days. Moreover, recorder, and aldermen, to be
named in all commiffions of oyer and terminer, and
goal delivery. The mayor, deputy mayor, recorder,
« or any one of them, with three or more of the aldermen,
¢¢ fhall and may hold every Tuefday a court of record, to
¢ try all civil caufes real, perfonal, or rmxr, within the
¢¢ city and county. May adpurn the mayor’s court to any
< time not exceeding 28 days. The corposation to havea
: ‘ common
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s« common clerk, who fhall be alfo clerk -of -the court of
¢¢ record, and feffions of the peace, to be appointed dur-
<¢ ing his good behaviour, by the governor; eight attor-
“¢¢ nies in the beginning, but as they drop, only {ix to be
< allowed, during their good behaviour, for the mayor’s
¢ court; the mayor’s court to have the direction and .
¢ cognizance of the attornies, who, upon a vagancy fhall’
<« recommend one to the governor for his approbation.
¢« The mayor, recorder, or any alderman, may with or
«¢ without a jury determine in cafes not exceeding 40s.
<< value. No freeman inhabitant fhall be obliged to ferve
< in any office out of the city. .A grant and confirmation’
< to all theinhabitants of their hereditaments, &c. paying’
_ << the quit-rent. referved by. their' grants. * The -corpora-
* < tion may purchafe and hold hereditaments; &c. fo as’
¢¢ the clear yearly value exceed not 3000 Li. fterl. and the
¢ fame to difpofe of at plealure..-To’ pay a quit-rent of
¢ 3os. proclamation money .per ann. befides the beaver’
« {kin, and 5s. current money: in ‘former -charters re-
s« quired. No action to be allowed againft the corporation
< for any matters or caufe whatfoever prior.to this char-’
‘““ter.. A pardon of all:profecutions; forfeiturés, &c.
<« prior to thischarter. This grant or theinrolment there-
 of (record) fhall be valid in law, ‘notwithftanding of
“ imperfections, the imperfections may in time coming
< be rectified at the charge of the corporation.”

As T am now to relate the French and Indian wars-
which concern the Britifh province of New-York, with
their other Indian affairs; as alfo fome account of the
fucceffions of governors and governments in the colony
of New-York ; inftead of fummary references, as we
propofed, for the eafe of the reader I fhall ufe a con-
neéted and fluent thort recapitulation, which will point
out fundry of our claims in North-America. ‘

French and Indian wars, with other Indian affairs.

Sebattian Cabot, a {ubje of England, employed by K.
Henry VII to difcover a N. W. paffage to China, ann,

1496
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1496, touched at all the confiderable inlets on the
eaftern coaft of North America from Cape Florida in
N. lat. 25 d. to N. lat. 67 and half d. and took a no-
miNaL poffeflion of the whole for the crown of England
(fee vol. 1. p. 273) but making no fettlements, he made
*'no title by occupancy, or purchafe from the Indians,

Sir Walter Raleigh, a native of England, anno 1584,
with people fettlers, landed at Roanoak in the prefent
North-Carolina, fettled and took poffeflion for queen
Elizabeth, and called all the North-America coaft by the
name of Virginia [¢], in honour of the virgin queen Eli-
zabeth.  After fundry fmall adventures of Virginia in
general, April 10, 1606, two companies were incorpo-
rated in one letter patent : by K. James I. called the
South and North Virginia companies. The South-
Virginia company began a fettlement in Chefepeak -Bay
1607; the North-Virginia company carried on (but in
{eparate adventures) fome fmall.trade in fith and fur,
but made no fettlement with continuance till 1620 [f]
when they began to fettle Plymouth in New-England ;
being late in the feafon, the weather obliged the de-
figned fettlers to put up with the firft land or harbours;
accordingly they landed in Plymouth-Bay of Maffachu-
fetts, and have continued there ever fince. = °

Capt. Henry Hudfon (¢] in fome Dutch company’s

(¢] Some pedantick criticks, in imitation of fome annotators upon
the Greek and Roman clafficks, imagine that he meant a young virgin
country, never before occupied by the Europeans.

[f] The defigned fettlers had made a fort of contra& with the coun-
cil of Plymouth or North-Virginia company, for a territory upon Hud-
fon's river : this evinces that in thefe times, the Dutch or any other
European nation by prior difcovery, occupancy, prefcription, or any
otherclaim, had no equitable right to that country ,‘

[¢) This Hudfon was a great enthufiaftick projector of N. E  and
N. W. paffages, and gave name to Hudfon’s Bay, and Hudfon s river
of New-York; he perithed in one of ~his paffage adventures, veing
never heard of more.

It is faid by the French, thatCanada was firft fetdded by the French
under Champlain their firft governor 1603, be ng five years betore
Hadfon'took poffeflion of New- Netherlands for the Liuteh. )

Vo, IL R fervice,
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. fervice, but an Englithman, anno 1608, came to the
mouth of Hudfon’s river (as it is fince called) though
in the limits of both the. faid corporations or companies,
and without licence from the king of England, purchafed
(as it is faid) of the Indians that certain territory, and
difpofed of his rights to the Dutch Weft-India company,
.or rather to fome merchants of Amfterdam; and the
Dutch made fome imperfect irregular fettlements there,
Sir Samuel Argol governor for the South-Virginia com-
pany 1618 drove the Dutch from their ufurped fettle-
ment : however, the Dutch obtained 1620 of that paci.
fick eafy prince K. James I. leave to make a {mall fet-
“tlement there for wooding and watering of their Brazil
fleets, and 1623 the Dutch made a regular colony of it,
and their commander in chief was called diretor general
of the New Netherlands. _ .
Carr, afea commander, and Nichols a land commander,
arrived before New-Amiterdam, fince called New-York,
with an armed force Auguft 20, 1664, and fummoned
the Dutch governor to furrender 3 accordingly the 27th
following, articles were agreed upon; New-Nether-
lands was furrendered to England, and col. Richard
Nichols was appointed lieut. governor by the duke of
York, who had obtained a previous grant thereof from
his brother K. Charles II. New-Netherlands was con-
firmed to England by the treaty of Breda 1667 : but as
England, March 17, 1671-2 proclaimed - war againft
the Dutch, the Dutch eafily reconquered it from the
Englith 1673, col. Lovelace governor; but afterwards
by the treaty of London 1673-4, the Dutch made an
abfolute ceflion thereof to England ; and in confequence
thereof as New-Netherlands had been conquered - fince
the firft grant, to prevent difficylties in titles, K.
Charles IT. made a fecond grant, June 29, 1674, tohis
brother the duke of York, with the right of government
to him, his heirs and afligns. I fhall not anticipate what
matters of this grant belong to the feéctions of the Jerfeys -
and Penfylvania. Governor Andros by letters of October -

31, 1674,
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31, 1674, acquaints the neighbouring governors, that
he had received poffeffion of New-York, &c. No a& of
government appears upon record from July 19, 1673,
to November 6, 1674 ; then were publithed the fecond
royal letters patent to the duke of York of New-York
and the Jerfeys, dated June2g, 1674. : S

The Dutch interlopers at their firft arrival in this
country 1608, entered into alliance with the Five Na-
tionscalled by the French Iroquois ; it continued without
interruption, and remains to this day a firm alliance
with the Englith [#] who fucceeded the Dutch in the-
European jurifdiction of thefe countries.

Thefe five tribes of Indians are called nations, though .
properly all of one nation; they are diftinguifhed by the
names of Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Gayugas,
~and Senecas. In the North-Carolina war with the Tuf-
carora Indians 1711, many-of thefe Tufcaroras were
obliged to fly their country, and fettled with the Onon-.
dagas and Cayugas, and are now called the fixth na-
tion. The feveral fmall villages of Sefquahanna and.
Delaware river Indians, are. under the protetion of
the Senecas ; the Senecas are by far the largeft of the.
Six nations, and lie upon the frontiers of Penfylvania.-
Several of the renegadoes of the Five nations have fet-
tled above Montreal, and are called Cohunagos or pray-
ing Indians. : v ‘ ‘

Why do we not fend military officers amongft the In-
dians to inftru& them in the European arts of war. The
French with good fuccefs follow this practice. Somefay
that the officers of the four independent companies of .
fufileers [7] in New-York live likemilitary monks in idle-
nefs and luxury,

[#] The reader may excufe my frequent inadvertent impropriety of
writing in times fince the union, Englifh inftead of Britifh; it is the
common fpeech expreffion, but very improper. :

[{] Fufileers are fo called, becaufe they are fuppofed to be armed
with light mufquets calied fufees.

i ' R 2 The
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The French ufe an argument with the Indians to be
of their fide, viz. that they do not covet their lands, as
the Englifh do.

During K. William’s war, the inhabitants of Canada
lived in continual fears of thefe Five Indian nations; their
feed time and harveft were much neglected. Canadais
a tyrannical government and barren foil. Their lands
fearce produce fufficient for the fuftenance of the inha-
bitants.

We may obferve, that amongft the abovefaid Six In-
dian nations or tribes, the Onondagas refemble that
canton, where the deputies of the feveral Swifs cantons
meet upon affairs of great concern. The Onondagas,
Oneidas, and Cayugas, havefrequently beenin the French
intereft, by the management of the French miffionary
priefts. Our miffionary priefts, inftead of this laborious,
but vaftly ufeful publick duty; are indulged in a fort
of fine-cures, in our moft opulent and well provided fet-
tlements ; they labouronly in eonfounding the fober
and induftrious well-meaning prefbyterians, congregati-
onalifts, &c. to the great detriment of the publick good;
a new regulation amongft our miffionaries is much
wanted.

1665, Sept. Courfal arrived governor of Canada;
next {pring with twenty-eight companies of regular
troops, and all the marching pofle of Canada that could
be {pared, marched perhaps 250 leagues into the coun-
try of the Five nations; they did little or no execution
and 1667 a peace was concluded between the French
and their Indians, and the province of New-York with
t}g:ir Five nations of Indians: this peace continued till
1683. ' -

1684, DelaBarre governor of Canada, with all the
pofle of Canada, marched and rendezvouzed at Catara-
qui fort [£], while at the fame time he was only amufing

[4) Itis now called fort F rontenac, being built by count de Frontenac
governor of Canada, on Cataraqui lake, near the mouth of Cataraqui

the
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the government of New-York, withifome trifling com-
plaints againft the Five lndian Nations, to lull them
afleep. 1684, in July, lord Howard of Effingham, go-
vernor of Virginia, and col. Dongan, lieut. governor of
New-York, had an interview with the Five Indian na-
tions at New-York.

1685, Marquis de Nonville, who fucceeded the gover-
nor general de la Barre, with 1500 men, regular troops,
Canada militia, and Indians, rendezvouzed at fort Fron-
tenac or Cataraqui, defigned againft the Five Indian
nations ; they did no execution. ,

1687, Governor general Nonville with 1500 French
and Indians infulted the Seneca nation, In return for
this, the Five Iroquois nations te the number of 1200
men, July 26, 1688, invaded the ifland of Montreal ;
the governor generzl with his court, were there at that
time ; they ravaged the country, killed many people,-
and carried off captives ; the Mohawks loft only three
men; the French abandoned their fort upon Cataraqui
lake, and left twenty-fix barrels of gun-powder.

In February 1689-90, the French, confifting of 500
Coureurs des bois (in New-England they are called
Swampiers,) with as many Indians or favages, made
incurfions upon the province of New-York ; they burnt
Corlaer’s village called Schenetady, and murdered fixty-
three perfons.

In the memoty of man the Mohawks never received
{uch a blow as in the winter 1692-3 3 col. Flétcher with
300 volunteers marched to Albany, and the French with
their Indians returned home. ’ :

tiver, which rygs to Montreal, and with the Quatawaesriver forms the
great river of Canada called the river of St. Laurence.

M. dela Salle upon Cataraquilake builtabark of fixty tons, but the
neighbouring Indians in jealoufy foon burnt her. .

For the Indian nations where the Englifh and French have particular

concerns, fee vol. I. p.179. )
For the Iroquois or Six nations of Mohawk Indians, fe¢ vol. I. p.

385 they may confit of about 1 500 marching men.
\ R 3 \l 69 6)
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1696, The French with a large force made an incur-
fiomupon the New-York Indians, with a defign todeftroy
‘the fettlements of Albany and Schenéctady, but were res
pulfed by governor Fletcher. :
 During queen Anne’s war, the Five Indian nations
had a neutrality with the Canada French and their Indi-
ans, and by this means the province of New-York
'carried on a continued advantageous ' trade with Ca-
‘nada. ‘ :

New-York had no concern in the New-England In-
dian war 1722 to 1725. '

The French had lately ere&ted a fort at Crown-Point
near the lake Champlain upon the frontiers of New-
York government. During the late French war from
‘1744 t0 1747 inclufive, Crown-Point was the rendez-
vouz of the Canada French and their Indians, confe-
"-quently their onfets were moftly upon the province of
‘New-York and the N. W, corner of the province. of
Maffachufetts-Bay : 1745 from Crown-Point they de-
ftroyed Saratoga fettlement, about thirty miles above
Albany.  The New-York frontier places where militia
were pofted, are Schenettady, Albany, and Kinderhoek.
 Anno 1745, 1746, and 1747, the French and their In-
dians, above Albany, killed and captivated above 320
of our people. = -~ '

Toward that chargeable amufement, called the intend-
ed expedition againft Canada of 1746, New-York pro-
'vince contribyted fifteen companies of 100 men per com-
pany ; the fix pound New-York currency in levy money,
and vi¢tualling for fixteen or feventeen ‘months, was a
confiderable load. '

The four independent regular companigs of one
hundred men each, ftationed at New-York many
years, are an advantage to the country; they draw
from Great-Britain, akout 7,500 pound fterling, per
annum,

C Succeffion
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Succeffion. of governors in the province of New-2ork.

I fhall not enumerate the commanders in chief; dur-
ing the poffeffion and jurifdiction of the Dutch, they

-were fliled varioufly, viz. directors, generals, governors,

&c. The prefent ftile of the Britith governor, is, ¢ Cap-
“ tain general, and governor in chief in and over the pro-
¢ vince or colony of New-York, and territories thereon
¢ depending, and vice-admiral of the fame.”” - Before
the revolution, the commanders in chief had only the
title of lieutenant governor under the duke of York, as

‘he was principal governor by patent.  Upon K. James

II. abdication, the property and government of the co-
lony of New-York, and the territory of Sazadahock in
New-England, reverted tothe crown. «

The firft Englith governor was col. Richard Nichols,
his commiffion bore-date April2, 1664. He was com-
mander of the land forces in the reduétion of New-Ne-
therlands, and one of the commiffioners for fettling the
boundaries of our colonies in North-America. He con-
tinued governor to 1683, and was fucceeded by

Sir Edmond Andros [/]; he was governor only for a
fhort time, and was removed to the government of New-
England ; the feveral charter colonies of New-England
having, from the iniquity of the times, either by a courfe
in law had their charters taken from them, or tacitly

dropt; hg: arrived in Bofton in December 1686 with

lieut, governor Nicholfon and two independent compa-
nies of foldiers. See vol. I p. 413. In April 1689, by a
revolution in New-England, in confequence of the gene-
ral revolution at home, he was difqualified and went
home ; excepting his bigotry [#] to popery and the arbi-

[/] Sir Edmond Andros 1692 had fome command in New-York,
and after him col. Lovelace.

{m) The Roman catholick religion or popery feems to be requifite
wherean arbitrary power in the king and his miniftry are endeavoured
after. Anenthufiaftick implicit faith as to religion in the pope and his
tlergy, isin a political way, a natural introdution of a paffiv ebedience
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trary power of his prince, he was a good moral man. He
was appointed governor of Virginia 16923 he died in
London 1714, of a good old age.

Andros was fucceeded by col. Dongan 1684 ; he was
a Roman catholick, but much of agentlemanand patriot;
he was irreconcilable to a French intereft; upon the
revolution, being a papift, he was in confequence dif~
mifled from his government; but as a reward for his
merits, he was created earl of Limerick. He made
feveral grants of lands in Sagadabock, the duke of
York’s property, at prefent under the jurifdiction of
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay ; thefe grants in time,
when claims are to be fettled, may occafion much con-
fufion.

Upon the revolution, col. Benjamin Fletcher was ap-
poinied ; he came over 1692 with fome regular troops,
and was very induitrious in repulfing the Canada French
and their Indians. In his time, 1696, the church of
England in New-York (called Trinity church) was built;
itis the only church of England upon the ifland. '

Arter this col. Leflie ufurped the government (as his
poictlans f2id, for a publick good) for which he and his
friend Milburn fuffered as traitors, having held out for
fome time the fort againft col. Slaughter, who was ap-
pointed governor by the king, and upon this kind of
intexgegnum, fucceeded Slaughter; he died foon in New-
York. . : '

Col. Dudley, as prefident, fucceeded in the chief com-
mand of the province ; he was afterwards governor of
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay for many years, fee
vol. I p. 478.  He was a cunning man, and fome fay,

a notorious time-ferver.

in civil affairs, to the king and his miniftry ; and perhaps in all politias.
Anenthufiaftick (man is an enthufiaftick animal)fu}ae’rﬁiiidns’ deference
for the clergy is a fine qua non in civil government ; thereforé the clergy
ought to be facred, and not ridiculed by the inconfiderate wits of iﬁ’:
age; the famous Dr. Swift is here much to be faulted, his fort was in
this fort of ridicule. The devotion we pay to the clergy introduces a
proper fubmiffion to civil authority; and it is the clergy’s bufivefs to
labour this point. ‘ o T e

4 Lord
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~Lord Bellomont was appointed governor 1697 ; in
his very late paffage to his government of New-York,
the thip by ftrefs of weather was obliged to bear away
to Barbadoes, and did not arrive in New-York till May
1698. He was at the fame time governor of New-
York, Maflachufetts-Bay and New-Hampthire : he did
not proceed to Bofton till June 1699, and after obtain-
ing a generous allowance of 1000/ and a gratuity of
500/, from the affembly, he returned to New York.
In New-York he was allowed 1500/ currency yearly
falary, and the lieut. governor capt. Nanfon was allow-
ed 500/. lord Bellomont died in New-York, February
1700-1.

" Lord Cornbury, fon to the earl of Clarendon, fuc-
ceeded ; he arrived in New-York 1701: upon the pro-
1grietgrs of the Jerfeys refigning the government into the

ands of queen Anne, he was likewife 1702 appointed
governor of the Jerfeys. Earl of Clrendon, formerly
lord Cornbury, went home by way of Virginia, and was-
fucceeded by

Lord Lovelace; he arrived Noyember 13, 1708,
and died in May 1709. ‘ .

1710, April, col. Ingoliby, capt. of one of the indc.
pendent companies, by a letter from the queen to the
council of New-York, was difmiffed from being licut.
governor of New-York and Jerfeys.
" 1710, June 14, arrives col. Robert Hunter with
2700 Palatines to fettle in the province of New-York ;
thefe Palatines were allowed only ten acres of land to
one family, therefore they generally removed to Penfyl-
vania, where they had better encouragement. 1707,
col. Hunter had been appointed licut. governor of Vir-
ginia, but was taken by the French in his voyage thither.
From New-York he went for England 1719(#]. Upon
K. George II. acceflion, he was continued governor of
New-York and the Jerfeys. Upon account of his health,
he obtained the government of Jamaica ; he a'rived in

[#]) His wife, lady Hay, died Auguft 1716. .
L ' : Jamaica,
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Jamaica, February 1727-8; by this advice of his phy-
ficians he certainly obtained a reprieve of his life for
{ome years.

Col. Hunter was iucceeded in the government of
New-York by William Burnet, Efq. a worthy fon of
the celebrated bithop Burnet [0]; he arrived in au-
tumn 1721,

Upon the acceffion of K. George II. col. Montgo-
mery, a favourite, was appointed governor of New-York
and Mr. Burnet was removed to the government of
Maffachufetts Bay commonly called New-England,
where he died Sept. 7, 1729. Governor Montgomery
arrived in New-York, April28, 1728, and died there
July 1, 1731,

In January 1731-2, col. Cofby was appointed gover-
nor of New-York and the Jerfeys; after a few years he-
" died in New-York.

Auguft 1736, George Clarke, Efq. lieut, governor
of New-York fucceeded in the adminiftration, and con-
tinued fome years.

George Clinton, Efq. [p] uncle to the earl of Lincoln,
was appointed governor of New York in May 1741; he
did not arrive in his government until September 21,
17435 he continues governor- at this prefent writing,
July17s1. .

Concerning the legiflature and laws of New-York. |

It is a fundamental in the Britith conftitution bothat
home and abroad, in all the plantations, to make no
laws, nor to raife any money without the confent of the
people.

The legiflature of the colony of New-York confifts of
three negatives.

1. The governor or commander in chief for the time
being. ’ :

[o] Seevol. I. p. 480.
[#] The hon. George Clinton, Efq. isat prefent admiral of the WThiltle-
. . ., The
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¢ - 2. The council; their complement is twelve in num-
ber, appointed by the king ; when by death or other
" «circumitances they fall thort of a certain number, the
governor may pro tempore fill them up to thatnumber.

3. The twenty-feven reprefentatives of the people
ele¢ted by themfelves; they are all county reprefenta-
tives, excepting the reprefentatives of four towns, and of
three great manors, viz. For the county of.

Richmond 2 New-York county and city 4
King’s 2 Albany city 2

ueen’s 2 Wett-Chefter borough I
“Suffolk 2 Schenectady town H
Weft-Chefter 2 Manor of Ranflaer I
Orange 2 Livingfton I
Ulfter 2 Courtland 1
Albany 2 )

In each of our colonies there are fome fundamental
conftitutions which may be reckoned as invariable. 1.
‘In the charter governments, their charters are their di-
reftion. 2. In the proprietary governments of Mary-
land, Jerfeys [¢], and Penfylvania, there are the proprie-
tors original conceffions to the people, not to be varied,
but under certain reftritions ; for inftance, in Penfyl-
vania, no article in the law of Mr. Penn’s conceffions can
be altered without the confent of {ix in feven of the af-
fembly men or reprefentatives. 3. In the royal or
‘crown governments, the governor’s commiffion with
the inftructions, are the magna charta of the colony
during that commiffion ; moreover, fome of the aflem-
blies in king’s government at their firft congrefs or
formation, make fundamental laws for themfelves; I
fhall for inftance, produce that of New-York. Amongit
our colonies we have very confiderable variations in their
conftitutions. In Penfylvania there are only two nega-
tives in the legiflature, the council having no negative.

. [4g] Jerfeysever firice 1702 is become a king’s government, but they
ftill obferve the conceffions of the proprictors called their law of con-
ceflions, ' , A

' In
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In Virginia no bill can originate with the council, In
fome colonies the governor and council are the fupreme
court of judicature; in others they are no court of ju-

dicature. :
The New-York printed law-book begins April 1695
with a magna charta or fundamental conftitution, viz,
.That the kings of England only, are invefted with the
right to rule this colony ; and that none can exercife any
authority over this province, but by his immediate au-
thority under his broad feal of the realm of England.
That the fupreme legiflative power and authority (under
the king) fhall be in the governor, council, and repre-
fentatives of the people in general affembly ; the exer-
ciie and adminiftration of the government fhall be in the
gevernor and council, with the confent of at leaft five
of the council ; togovern according to the laws of the
province, or indefet of them, by the laws of England,
Upon the death or abfence of a governor, the firft in
nomination of the council to prefide. That every year
there be held an affembly, and every frecholder of forty
thillings per ann. and freeman of a corporation, fhall
have a vote in chuling reprefentatives ; here the repre-
fentatives are enumerated, and as many more as his
majefty fhall think fit to eftablith. That the reprefen-
tatives during their feflions, may adjourn themfelves and
purge their own houfe ; no member going, coming, and
during their feflions, te be arrefted or fued, except for
felony and treafon. ‘Their laws to continue in force till
difallowed by his majefty, or till they expire. Thatevery
man {hall be judged by his peers, and all trials fhall be
by the verdi¢t of twelve men of the neighbourhood ; that
inall capital and other criminal cafes there be a grand
inqueft to prefent the offender, and afterwards twelve
men to try the offender. That in all cafes bail by fuffi-
cient fureties be allowed, unlefs in cafe of treafon, and
of fuch felonies as are reftrained from bail by the laws of
England. That no tax or impofition be laid but by the
general affembly. That no freeman, tavern-keepers ex-
ceptedy
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cepted, be compelled to entertain any foldier or mariner,
unlefs in times of actual war with the province. - That
all lands in this province be accounted as freehold and in-
heritance in free and common foccage, according to the
tenure of Eaft-Greenwich in England. That all wills
attefted by three or more witnefies, and regiftered with
‘the office of the county in a fettime, be a fufficient con-
veyance for lands, &c. That any chriftian religion not
difturbing the peace of the province, be freely allowed
of, the Roman catholick excepted [r], The enacting
is, *“ By the governor, council, and general affembly
¢ of the province of New-York.”

A fummary cannot enumerate many of their muni-
cipal laws. Thejuftices of each county fhall yearly
fummon all the freeholders in January to chufe two
church wardens and ten veftry men to affefs, and the
minifter to be called. chofen and appointed by the war-
dens and veftry, EleGtions for reprefentatives to be in
the theriff’s court of the county or city, qualificarion for
a voter forty fhillings at leaft freehold per annum im-
proved land; no perfon to be chofen but who refides in
the place. An. 1700 there was an aét to prevent all
vexatious fuits or actions againft thofe who at the
happy revolution in England, did here begin fuch ano-
ther revolution; they appointed capt Jacob L.eyfler
their commander in chief till his majefty K. William’s
pleafure thould be known ; and feized the perfons and
goods of feveral difaffetted people. 1In each county or
town, at the feflions of the peace, the jultices of the
peace, or at leaft five of them, whereof two of the quo-
rum, fhall appoint the rate for their county, as alfo a
treafurer and colleétor.  All men from fixteen to fixty
2t. to be lifted in fome company of militia ; each foot-
man to have a cartouch box and fix charges, the horfe
twelve charges; at their habitation to keep one pound

-{r] In Penl'ylvania‘and Maryland, by the royal patent:, by the pro-
prietors conceflions, and by the fubfequent provincial laws, Romap

of

catholicks are not excepred.
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of powder, three pound of bullets each foot; and two
pound of powder, and fix pound of bullets each yhorfe.

In the province of New-York, toobtain a good title
to the vacant lands, firft there muft be produced an In- v
dian deed, which muft be approved of by the governor
and council, by warrant ; it 1s ffurveyed by the provin-
cial furveyor, and patented by the governor and coun-
cil: the fees are very high.

The quit-rents for lands lately taken up are two fhil-
lings proclamation moncy per 100 acres. Two thirds
of the government pay fmall or no quit-rents;-efpecially
for old grants, the larger grants on Hudfon’s river called
manors ; their quit-rents are only a pepper-corn, buck-
fkin, or the like, when demanded. 4

The valuations of the feveral counties may be taken.
from the quotas allowed each of them, in proportion to.
their refpective 'taxes, when paper money was emitted
upon loan; for inftance 1738, they emitted 40,0007/
currency upon loan, whereof

To New-York city and county 10,000 /.
Albany city and county 5,000
Queen’s county 6,000
King’s county ' 2,400
Suffolk county 3,000
Richmond county 1,600
Ulfter county 4,000
Orange county 2,000
Dutchefs county 2,000
Weft-Chefter 4.000

40,000

As to their paper currencies they are referred with
other things of that nature to the Appendix. At prefent
1 fhall only obferve, that towards the charge of an in-
tended expedition againft Canada, 1709, they emitted
13,000 /. publick bills of credit at eight fhillings . cur-
rency per oz. filver, bearing. intereft; 'in' the after’

emiffions,
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emiffions, no intereft was allowed; the contrivers of this
fraudulent paper money currency, perceived that a rea-
fonable, intereft would prevent its depreciation, and ob-
Atruét the advantages which they propofed from its de-
preciation[s]. They plaufibly and fallacioufly alledged,
that the allowing of intereft, occafioned their being
hoarded up as common bonds bearing intereft, and did
not ferve as a common currency. Inanfwer to this, the
anti-depreciators may obferve, 1. That any confiderate
good man will allow, that money not payable or can-
cellable till after fome years, if only upon note bearing
no intereft,. is not fo valuable as the fame fum of money
upon bond bearing intereft, payable after the fame num-
ber of years; thatis, thefe bills upon note only, in the
nature of things muft admit a depreciation or difcount,
and ftill a greater difcount if thefe notes ftretch too much
their credit : thisis the genuine mercantile nature of our
depreciating plantation paper currency. 2. In the be-
ginning they were not émitted as a tender in law, or
common currency ; but as government bonds or deben-
tures bearing intereft as are transferable ftocks of pub-
lick debts in Great-Britain, which by reafon of the inte-
reft allowed, do increafe to a valuable premium upon a
transfer, and cannot depreciate as the plantation publick
notes of credit have done.

As the plantations are at a vaft diftance from parka-
mentary enquiry, fome of our colonies have from time
to time been loaded with amufing feint expeditions, the
-original and continuing caufes of the pl_a‘ntatio_n frau-

[s] This was the cafe in the enormous multiplied emiffions of paper
creditor money, asit was called, in a neighbouring province; as the

governor happened himfelf to be of the debtor fide of the queftion, and
" for valuable confiderations, as itis faid, inftead of borrowing the money
already emitted, from the merchants ata reafonable intereft, which.
they generoufly oftered, and which would have prevented further de-
preciating emiflions; he chofe rather, though with the confequgnce of
involving the country in confufion and ruin, 'in favour of the land bank
tan afflumed name) and other fraudulent debtors, to depreciate thedebts
by valt moltiplied emiflions bearing nointereit.

dulent
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dulent paper credit called paper currency; the fraudu-
lent debtors finding their advantage in depreciations,
contrived fundry methods of further paper credit emif-
fions : thus in Maffachufetts-Bay in the courfe of fome
years in the adminiftration of governor Sh——, one
thilling was depreciated to the value of one penny flerl,
New-York did reftrain itfelf from running much into
a multiplied depreciating paper currency, fo that their
exchange with London never did exceed 1go/ New-
York currency for 100/ fterl. N. B. When I any
where mention exchange, I mean private punctual bills
of exchange ; government bills admit of a dilatory pay-
ment, and are bought cheaper; for inftance, upon the
Cuba or Spanith Weft-India expedition, government
bills were fold in New-York and Eaft-Jerfey at 140 to
1503 in Weft Jerfey and Penfylvania at 130 to 135;
when at the fame time private punctual bills were fold at
190 in the firft, and at 180 in the other places.

The militia of the province of New-York, are nearfy
upon the fame regulation with the militia of New-Eng-
Iand; befides there are four regular independent com-
panies of fufileers, 100 private men to a company ; their
pay, cloathing, and accoutrements from Great-Britain,
amount yearly to upwards of 7800 /. fterl. they are under
the immediate direétion of the commander in chief for
the time, and are a confiderable perquifite: they are
principally ftationed at the city of New-York, Albany,
and Ofwego ; New-York was 1o called from the duke of
York’s Englith title, and Albany (formerly Orange Fort,
by the Dutch) by his Scots title; the battery at New-
York is called Fort George.

Befides the five or fix nations of Iroquois or Mohawk
Indians, there are feveral fmall parcels of Indians, upon
the upper parts of Hudfon’s river, called River Indians
or Mohegins ; this was the Indian name of the great
river, now called Hudfon’s river.

At
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~At fundry times in the city of New-York there have
been negro confpiracies, more than in the other colo-
nies; this I cannot account for; April 1712, a negro
confpiracy kills many white men, and fets the town on

fire,

Courts of judicature are much the fame as in New-
England [#].  The judges of the fuperior or fupreme
court are appointed by the king in council, and fome-
times pro tempore by the governor ; they are called firft,
fecond, &c. judges : the firft judge is called chief juftice,
and feems to have a confiderable authority or influence
‘above the other judges. The prefent chief juftice is
James Delancy, Efq. of a regular liberal education,
and good eftate ; he was appointed by governor Cofby,
1733, inthe place of Lewis Morris, Efq. who fucceed-
ed an eminent lawyer Roger Mompeflon, Efq. chief
juftice of New-York and the Jerfeys, who furrendered
that of the Jerfeys 1709. ,

Here is a court of chancery, a court not known in
New-England ; the governor is chancellor. In many
of our colonies it renders the courts below of lefs autho-
rity ; as it is very chargeable, and may be arbitrary ; the
chancellor ought to be a diftin&t perfon from the gover-
nor (as are the intendants of the French colonies) and
upon mifdemeanor, liable to the governor’s infpcction
by fufpenfion or the like. )

The general affembly is no court of judicature, but
they examine into the erroneous proceedings of the

courts of judicature, and grant re-hearings.

Concerning New-York produce, manufaitures, trade, and
navigation.

‘Wheat and flour are the moft confiderable articles of

their produce and manufatures ; fee their exports of

[#) This fummary if not checked, is like to become too bulky, there-
fore I fhall avoid repetition of things which bear a femblance to things

already faid. )
Vor. II, S pro-
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provifions, in the claufes of cuftom-houfe entries and
clearances.

Skins and furs are a good article, but not fo large a5
formerly. ' '
The article of iron in pigs and bars is a growing
affair. ' .

Schuyler’s copper ore is from a mine in the Jerfey’s,
but exported from New-York, therefore it is mentioned
in this {ection. In the beginning of its difcovery it feemed
to be very rich : it appears that it was formerly wrought
by the Dutch, becaufe in new working it, were found
hammers, wedges, &c. it {old in Briftol the ore at forty
pound fterl. per ton. The cartage to Hudfon’s river is
fhort, and their firft agreement with the miner, was to
allow him one third of the ore for raifing and laying it
above ground ; it was done up in quarter barrels, where-
of fix made a ton. The richnefs of this copper mine
made fo much notfe in the world, that, a few years fince,
to engrofs this ore for the benefit of Great-Britain, it
was by a&t of parliament enumerated ; but lately it has
not been wrought and exported, as appears by the
quarterly accounts of the cuftom-houfe ot New-York ;
I cannot account for this. :

By a fate act of parliament, falt may be imported
directly from any parts of Europe to New-York.

In queen Anne’s reign theré were three government
packet boats, which alternately failed monthly between
England and New-York, to tarry fourteen days at New-
York, for the plantations or colonies benefit of - trade,
and for the government difpatches; thefe have been laid
afide many years. s

Governor Burnet (his head was well turned) obtained
an act of affembly 1727, afterwards confirmed by the
king in council, prohibiting all trade with Canada, that
the French might not be fupplied with goods (in one
year 9oo pieces of {trouds have been carried from Al-
bany to Montreal) fuitable for promoting a French civil,
as well as trading, intereft with the Indians, and that the

. Indians
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Indians may be induced to go a trading to Ofwego [«],
a late well projected and well executed Englith mart for
Indian trade; governor Burnet always and cfleQually
minded the bufinefs of his deftination. The Indian
trade is now in the hands of many; before governor
Burnet’s time it was engrofled by a few, and the Indians
are become more dependent upon the Englith than
formerly. From Albany to Ofwego, is a much eafier
conveyarce, than from Montreal, 200 miles up a rapid
ftony river to fort Frontenac on lake Ontario, called alfo
Ofwego.

In the province of New-York there is one colletion
- or cuftom-houfe diftrict, kept in the port of New-York ;
the twelve months accounts from September 29, 1749,
to September 29, 1750, ftand thus:

Entered inwards. Cleared outwards.
Ships . 23 Ships 36
Snows 22 Snows 28
Brigantines 45 Brigantines - 58
Sloops . 131 - Sloops 150
Schooners I Schooners . 14
232 286

Here are included all veffels both on foreign voyages,
and on coafting voyages of the neighbouring colonies ;
whereas in the colle¢tions of New-England the foreign
voyages are only to be underftood ; for inftance, Bofton
cuftom-houfe from Chriftmas 1747, to Chriftmas 1748,
foreign veflels cleared out 540, entered in 430; the
fithing and coafting veffels of the adjoining colonies

" of Maffachufetts-Bay, New-Hampthire, Connetticut,
and Rhode-Ifland, amounted to about as many, and are
not included.

{«] The carriage or communication between Albanyand Ofwegois
fo commodious, that ata time in relieving the garrifon of Ofwego,
forty people came in one birch cance, forty-five feet in length, feven
feet in bresdth, from Ofwego to Scheneftady (83 miles, carrying

places included.
S 2 N. B. No

)
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N.B. No copper ore was .exported in thefe twelve
months. ‘

Entered in from Great-Britain and Ireland fixteen
veflels ; cleared out for Great-Britain and Ireland twen-
ty-one veflels; cleared out for Holland five veffels.

Cleared out 6731 ton provifions, chiefly flour; befides
grain eftimated or fhipped by number of buthels, and
not by tons.

Imported about 800 pipes Madeira wines, whereof
re-exported 226 pipes. 'The Madeira wines fthipped to
New-York are reckoned better than what are fhipped to
any other of our colonies, therefore fome are re-fhipped
to the other colonies.

Cleared out,, tar 2008 barrels, pitch 156, turpentine
20, which were imported to New-York from the Caro-
linas. ‘The colony of New-York does net produce na-
val ftores {ufficient for their own ufe.

Mountains, rivers, and fome mifcellanies.

The moft confiderable highlands are the Catkillmoun-
tains weft of Hudfon’s river, and about ninety miles N.
from New-York. What I mentioned vol. L. p. 454,
455, by way of annotation, concerning the runs of
water from the Catkill mountains, en paffant; now in
its proper place requires to be correfted, and ought ta
be underftood as follows. On the eaft and fouth eaft fides
of the Catkill mountains, feveral ftreams run, and fall
into Hudfon’s river below Albany; on their N. W. fide
prcceeds Schorie river, and falls into the Mohawks river,
a branch of Hudfon’s river, at fort Hunter about thirty
miles above Albany ; and this Schorie river in its courfe
comes within three or four miles of the main branch of
Delaware river; from the S. W. fide flows a confiderable -
branch of Delaware river. Conajoharie river falls into
the Mohawks river about ten miles above fort Hunter,
and comes very near to a branch of Sefquahana river;
this branch of Sefquahana is fo large, that at eighteen
miles from the Mohawks river, the Indians go down in

canoes
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canoes to all the Indian fettlements upon Sefquahana
river. From this fituation of thefe rivers, no runs of
water from the Catkill mountains can fall into lake On-
tario, into the river Ohio, or into the Sefquahana river.

Excepting Long-Ifland and Staten-Ifland, the main
land fea line, from Byram river to New-York ifland, is
very fhort,

The only confiderable river in this province is Hud-
fon’s river ; from the elbow, where is the great carrying
place to Wood-Creek towards Canada, to Sandyhook at
its mouth, are near 200 miles; the tide way reachcs
upwards of 150 miles to Cohoes at the mouth of the
Mohawks river, about fix or feven miles above Albany
church; its courfe is about S. twelve degrees Welt; the
tides, that is, the floods and ebbs, are about twelve’
hours later at Albany thanat New-York; a little above
the high lands at about fifty miles above the city of
New-York, the water of the river becomes freth; at
about 100 milescomes on the W. fide Efopus or Soaper’s
river; the S. line of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay
continued twenty miles, ftrikes Hudfon’s river a little
below the mouth of Efopus river; this Efopus river is
noted for the manufactures of iron pigs and bars, flour,
malt liquor, &c. a little farther on the E. fide of the
greatriver, is the camp or Palatine town in the manor
of Livingfton about forty miles below Albany ; at 125
miles on the E. fide falls in Kinderhock river after
receiving Claverhock river; the great Ranflaers manor,
or Ranflaer Wyk, reaches along the great river, and 20
miles each fide of the river from Kinderhock manor to
Mohawks river ; in this manor is the city of Albany,
and many peculiar tracts of land ; at 150 miles as the river
runs is the city of Albany; at 157 miles onthe W. fide
is Cohoes, or the mouth of the Mohawks river ; at 162
miles is Houfuck river’s mouth, where live a fmall tribe
of Indians called Scatacooks; this Houfuck river is on
the E. fide of the great river, and comes from the north

weft parts of Maffachufetts, and the S. W. parts of
S3 New-
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New-Hémpfhire; the north line of Maﬂ'achufctts-Bay

province continued twenty miles, falls in with Hudfon’s
river a little below Cohoes; at 200 miles from New-
York is the elbow or flexure of this great river at the
great falls. From thefe great falls the route to Mont-
real in Canada is ten to fifteen miles land carriage to
Wood-Creek, then along the Verdronken drowned or
overflowed lands to Crown-point a French fort and pafs
near lake Champlain, then along this lake to Chamblais
river, and a little above Chamblais [x], another French
fort and pafs upon Chambla:s river, crofs la Prairie to
Montreal. There is another route up Hudfon’s river
above the elbow falls, to a carrying place to lake Sacra-
ment, and thence to the fouth end of lake Champlain.

The city of New-York from governor Burnet’s obfer.
vations, liesin4od. som. N.lat. 4£h. 58 m. W. long.
from London. Here the variation 1723 was 7d 20m.

“'W. decreafing.

Upon the acceflion of a new governor, the general af- -
fembly of New-York generally fettle the falariesand other
ordinary articles in fupport of the government, for five
or more years.

For their {fetaries in religion, fee the Rhode-Ifland
fe&tary, vol. II. p. 156.

As I find that the defigned Appendix or fupplement
may prove out.of proportion too large, with refpeét to
the principal hiftory, I fhall in each fubfequent fection
annex by way of mifcellanies fome matters which might
have been referred to the Appendix. Thefe mifcella-
nies of the nature of digreffions, and like change of

{x] As we formerly hinted, from fort Chamblais down the river of
that nzme are feventeen leagues to cape Sorrel upon the great river. of
Canada ; this fort Sorrel is fifteen leagues below Montreal, and thirty-
five leagues above Quebec the capital of Canada, the ordinary refi-
dence of the French governor generalof Canada. Quebec, from the
accurate obfervations of des Hayes, is {eventy d. W, from London.
Bofton, the metropolis of Britifh America, by the good obfervations
of Mr. Robie, is feventy one d. thirty m. W. from London, - '

diet,
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diet, may relieve a palled ftomach or appetite in
reading. ‘

Good iron is diftinguithed by its ringing amongft
other bars. The beft iron bars break fibrous and beard-
ed; if they break glafly and fhining, the iron is brittle,
and not good. .

The inconveniencies of fmall governments or pro-
vinces, fuch as is that of New-Hampthire in New-Eng-
land, is that perhaps they are below the notice of the mi-
niftry and boards in Great-Britain ; their governors and
other officers are of little confideration, have little or
nothing to lofe, and therefore act impune.

The plantation legiflatures are fo far circumfcribed,
that they can make no laws inconfiftent with the laws of
Gureat-Britain.

If the French be allowed to become mafters of the
river of St. Laurence, of the great inland lakes, and of
the great rizer Mifliflippi; they are in confequence ma-
fters of all the inJand trade of North-America; an incre-
dible prejudice to the Britifh nation.

The back of Long-Ifland was the firft place of the
Englith whale fithery, {mall whales affet flats; and at
this time whalers make voyages upon the flats of Virginia
and Carolina. '

It is fajd that the common laws of England extend to
the plantations; that the ftatute laws made fince the
plantations had a being, do not include them unlefs they
are particularly mentionedin the aé of parliament.

In all our colony afiemblies of reprefentatives, there
ought to be a limited fmall quorum of members to meet
adjourn, and tg fend for abfent members, and a much
larger quorum go proceed upon bulfinefs : this regulation
may alfo take place with relation to the judges of the
feveral executive courts of law.

To obviate any prejudices which a reader may enter»
tain againft this hiftorical fummary, compofed with
much labour, merely for a publick good; the writer
thinks it convenient at times to explain himfelf in ge-

S 4 neral,
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neral. 1. He has endeavoured a laconick ftile, which
by many is reckoned harfh, and not fluent or fonorous y
the good judges the mathematicians and merchants, ufe
it as the ftrongeft, the moft concife and exprefiive,
2. The writer is of no party, and fubjected to no de-
pendence ; he is neither whig nor tory, a temporary
courtier nor anti-courtier: a tory is for rendering that
branch of the prefent legiflature called king.or monarch,
fole and independent, with a pafiive obedience and non-
refiftance ; a republican is for lowering or annihilating
the prerogatives of a king, and for an unlimited exten-
fionof theprivileges of the people in their reprefentatives;
but a genuine whig is for maintaining the balance of
power among the {everal orders or negatives of the le-
giflature ; I profefs myfelf of this politia, as it is no
faétion ; all the others are fatious. 3. Religion, as it was
in all times, and in all countries, defigned for the be-
nefit of {ociety, it naturally is fubordinate to the civil
government; and a refident, whether native or adventi-
tious, ought occafionally to conform to the eftablithed -
manner of the fectaries tolerated by the laws of the coun-
try, though not rafhly to renounce that form of worthip
whichwas parental or educational, which generally tends
to libertinifm and licentioufnefs in religion. 4. As
in my courfe of the colonies I continue to increafe my
diftances, it is not to be expected that I can be fo pat-
ticular and copious, but fhall endeavour ftrictly to in-
veftigate the truth, though the farther from my place
of refidence my view becomes more contracted and lefs
diftinct. ‘

In the Britith plantations or colonies' all grants of
lands made by the governor and council, are declared ta
be good in law, againft his majefty and fuccefiors.

As the king and his miniftry in Great-Britain, though
they do not chufe the parliament, yet have a very great
influence in the choice; fo it is with refpe to the go-
vernors and affembly men in our colonies.

4 - The
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The reprefentatives from the feveral counties and
townfhips are not their peculiar or feparate agents,
but their quota in their provincial reprefentation ; hence
it is that they are not under the cognizance of their
_county or town, but under that of the general af-
fembly.

- The North- America trade confifts in fith, naval ftores,
other timber and lumber, f{kins, furs, tobacce, and
rice ; 1 do not mention copper ore though enumerated,
becaufe at prefent it is not wrought or exported,

The publick taxes in our provinces, are the pro-
vince and county rates; and the townthip or paro-
chial rates for the minifters of the gofpel, called paftors,
priefts, rectors, and other denominations, as alfo for
the {chool, poor, highways, and fundry other {mall
articles.

By aét of parliament, 1731, there may be imported
from the Britith plantations-into Ireland in Britifh fhip-
ping, all forts of plantation goods excepting thofe goods
commonly called enumerated commodities, viz. fugar,
tobacco, cotton, wool, indigo, ginger, {peckled wood
or Jamaica wood, fuftick or other dying woods, rice,
molofies, beaver-fkins and other furs, copper ore, pitch,
tar, turpentine, mafts, yards, and bow{prits.

The {ugar aét (as it is called) of parliament, 1733,
and fince continued, is concerning foreign plantation
produce or manufacture, imported into the Britith plan-
tations, viz. rum, duty nine pence fterling, per gallon;
‘molofies or fyrups, fix pence; fugars and paneeles, five
fhillings per hundred weight.

In North-America, hunting, fithing, and fowling,
with fundry berries and earth-nuts are the principal
food or fubfiftence of the Indians; the more civi-
lized, cultivate Indian corn and kidney beans, called
Indian beans., The bread grain in Europe, is ge-
nerally wheat, rye, oats, and barley, for baking and
mating, .

The
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The [y] wool in our northern plantations is of as good
a ftaple, butcoarfer than the Englith wool ; the farther
{outh in our colonies, the wool becomes coarfer, even
t0 a lana caprina, as in our fugar iflands; therefore the
plantations are not capable of rivalling England in fine
woollens.

In our northern colonies after the middle of Sept,
fcarce any {pecies of {pontaneous plants make a feafon-
abie appearance; confequently botanick fimpling is
then over.

In our new wildernefs colonies, the timber and other
foreft wood of the firft clearing is generally dotted, be-
caufe ancient or old; the following growths are good
and {ound. : ’

In the price of grain and other provifions there is a fort
of natural ftandard, whereby the hufbandman may have
a living profit, and the labourers in manufacture, &c.
may not have provifions fo cheap, that the earnings of
a few days work will afford fome days of idlenefs; in
this refpect our produce and manufactures have fome
kind of a natural dependence.

[] There are certain ports only, allowed in Great-Britain and Ire-
land, for the exportation and importation of wool and woollens. Ng
cloths, excepting of the manufa&ture of Great-Britain, can be imported
into any of his majefty’s dominions. h

. The woollens from Great-Britain exported annually are computed at
about three millions fterling ; but being free of duty, they for fome
{elfith ends are not entered exallly, therefore the value cannot be ac<
curately afcertained,

The woollens of Great-Britain are above one third of the univerfal
export. At amedium, wool manufa@ured is double the value of the
wool itfelf, and deducting all charges, one third of the neat profitgoes
to the landlord,

SECT.
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SECT. XIIIL

Concerning the province of New-Jerfey or
Nova-Czfarea.

E have in the fe&tion of New-York [2] given

fome general account of the firft fettlement of
New-Netherlands or Nova-Belgia, which comprehended
the prefent New-York, New-Jerfey, and the three lower
counties of Penfylvania upon Delaware river.

Upon a defign formed by the court of England to
reduce New Netherlands[z], K. Charles Il. made a
previous grant of the property and government of the
fame to his brother the duke of York, March 12, 1663-4;
it was not reduced by fettled articles until September
1664, and confirmed to England by the treaty of Breda,
1667. :

The duke of York by commiffion April 2, 1664, ap-
pointed Richard Nichols, Efq. deputy governor of all
New-Netherlands, but did not enter upon his govern-
ment, till Aug. 27, 1664, which was pofterior to the
duke of York’s aflignment, June 24, 1664, of the pro-
perty and government of New-Jerfey to Ford Berkley
and Sir George Carteret.

The duke of York, June 24, 1664, made a joint
grant of that part of New-Netherlands (now called
New-Jerley) [4] to lord Berkley of Stratton, and Sir
George Carteret; they appointed Philip Carteret, Fiq.
their lieutenant governor; he entered upon his govern-

[z] P. 220, &c.

|2] Stuyvefand was at that time Dutch governor of New-Nether-
fands. His commiflion from the States General was dated July 26,
1646. :

fb] This grant was called New-Jerfey, from the name of the
ifland of Jerfey in the channel of England, the country of Sir
George Carteret one of the firft afignees. It is fometimes called Nova-
Czfarea, = :
o ment
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‘ment in Aug, 1665, where he remained only fix months,
and returned to England, and back again to his govern-
ment of the Jerfeys. This grant of the duke of York,
was from the Noorde Rivier, now called Hudfon’s river,
to the Zuyde Rivier, now called Delaware river; and
up Hudfon’s river to 41d. N. lat. and up Delaware
river to 41d. 20 m. and from thefe two ftations headed
by a ftrait line acrofs.

By the intrigues of France, England was perfuaded to
proclaim war againft the Dutch, March 17, 1671-2, and
a Dutch expedition reconquered New-Netherlands from
the Englith July 30, 1673. Col. Lovelace was at that
time governor ; by the treaty of London, February 19,
1673-4, New-Netherlands was reftored by the Dutch
to the crown of England, and Sir Edmond Andros ap-
pointed governor.

As New-Netherlands had been conquered, that is,
.alienated from England, fince the crown of England’s
former grant to the duke of York; toobviate any diffi-
culties in the validity of that grant, king Charles IL
made a new grant of property and government to his
brother the duke of York, June 29, 1674, which was
publifhed Nov. 6, following. No act of government in
the Jerfeys is to be found upon record from July 19,
1673, to November 1674.

Duke of York by leafe and releafe, July 28 and 29,
1674, conveyedto Sir George Carteret the eaftern divifion
of the New-Jerfeys, divided from the weftern divifion
of the Jerfeys bya ftrait line from the S, E. point of
Little-Egg harbour in Barnegate creek, being about
the middle between Sandy-Hook and Cape-May, to a
kill or creek a little below Rencokus-Kill on Delaware
river, and thence (about thirty-five miles) ftrait courfe
along Delaware river up to 41d. 4om. N. lat. the
north divifional point or ftation of the divifional line be-
tween New.York and the Jerfeys. N. B. The firft effort
of the rioters for fetting up Indian purchafes againft the
title of the crown was 1672, to evade paying quit-rcnt;

whic
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which commenced March 25, 16705 they threw off the
government of the proprietors, and tke people chofe a
governor for themfelves; governor Carteret and his fe-
cretary went for England to complain, but the Dutch
conqueft happening foon after, governor Carteret did
not return till November 1674, with new conceffions,
being the third parcel of conceflions, and from that time
all remained quiet, and the rules of property were well
obferved until Sir Edmond Andros broke through all
thefe rules; he ufurped the government of all New- Jer-.
fey 1680, and carried governor Carteret prifoner from
Elizabeth town to New-York ; upon complaints to the
duke of York, he with refentment recalled Sir Edmond
Andros, and the property and government of the Jerfey
proprietors was re-eftablifhed 1683, and continued tiil
{fome months before the revolution 1688, when K. James
broke through the rules of property, and alfo feized the
government of New-Jerfey and of the neighbouring pro-
vinces, and put them under the command of Sir Ed-
mond Andros; upon, the revolution the proprietors re-
affumed the right of government [¢].

Upon the revolution the proprietors appointed John
Totham, Efq. their lieutenant governor, and afterwards
col. Dudley [4], but the people fcrupled to obey them,
and the proprietors appointed col. Andrew Hamilton,
who continued governor fome years; but by fome de-
figning men the people received a notion that col.
Hamilton, as a Scots man, could not be governor of
an Englifh colony ; they difmiffed him, and conftituted
Jeremiah Baffe governor 1697 ; but as Bafle had never
been approved of by the king, the proprietors in a
thort time difmiffed him, and reinftated col. Hamilton,
but he never was confirmed by the crown, and col.

[¢] For fake of conneétion I continue this thread, and leave fome
intervening mattersto be afterwards related.

[4] Col. Dudley was afterwardsdeputy governor of the Ifleof Whight,

a member of parliament of England, and governor of the provinces of

Maflachufetts-Bay and New-Hampthire in New-England. .

Hamilton
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Hamilton was fuperfeded by Mr. Baffe a fecond time,
and Baffe was finally fuperfeded by Andrew Bowne, Efq.
the laft governor for the proprietors.

The people of the Jerfeys continued for fome years fo
mutinous, that the proprietors for their own eafe, by
their agents, Sir Thomas Lane for Weft-Jerfey, and
Mr. William Dockwra for Eaft-Jerfey, in the name of
the proprietors, found it expedient by a proper inftru.
ment, April 17, 1702, in concert, to furrender the go-
vernment to the crown, referving to themfelves all their
other rights, and they jointly with the crown formed
fome fundamental articles by way of a magna charta.
Lord Cornbury, governorof New-York, was by queen
Anne conftituted the firft crown governor of the united
Jerfeys.

Lord Berkley, fome years after his grant from the duke
of York 1664, affigned his right to William Penn, Efq.
Gawen Laurie of London, merchant, Nicholas Lucas,and
Edward Byllyng ; thortly after this, thefe affignees agreed
upon a partition with Sir George Carterert, and Sir George
obtained of the duke of York, July 1674, a confirmation
of this partition grant, as isabove related— July 1, 1676,
Sir George Carteret gave to the affignees of lord Berkley
a quit-claim of the Weft-Jerfeys, as thefe aflignees gave
to Sir George a like quit-claim of the Eaft-Jerfeys ; this
partition was confirmed by an act of the general aflfembly
of the Jerfeys, 1719.

Sir George Carteret made overthe Eaft-Jerfeys to certain
truftees December 5, 1678, to be fold by them after his
death. After Sir George’s death, the truftees affigned the
Eaft-Jerfeys to twelve proprietors, February 2, 1681-2.

William Penn, Thomas Wilcox
Robert Weft, Ambrofe Riggs,
Thomas Rudyard, John Hayward,
Samuel Groom, ~ Hugh Hartthorn,
Thomas Hart, Clemens Plumfted,
Richard Mew, Thomas Cooper.

By
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By an inftrument amongft themfelves, they declared that
the purchafe was equal, and no advantage fhould be
taken of furvivorthip. Thefe firft proprietors by twelve
feparate deeds, feparately conveyed one half of their in-
tereft totwelve other perfons feparately,

Robert Barclay, Gawen Laurie,
Edward Byllyng, Thomas Barker,
Robert Turner, - Thomas Warner,
James Brien, James Earl of Perth,
Arent Soumans, Robert Gordon,
‘William Gibfon. John Drummond,

in fee fimple. The duke of York, March 14, 1682, by
patent or grant confirmed the Eaft- Jerfeys to thofe twen-
ty four proprietors in property and government; and
July 17 following, the famous Robert Barclay {¢] the
quaker was agreed upon, andunder him pro tempore Mr.
Laurie with a council. Mr. Barclay continued governor
until 1685. He was fucceeded by lord Neal Campbell
of the Argyle family ; about this time came over the
quaker fo called, George Keith [f].

From the duke of York’s firft grant of all the Jerfeys
to lord Berkley of Stratton, and to Sir George Carteret,
knight and baronet, vice chamberlain of his majefty’s
houfhold, and one of his majefty’s moft honourable
privy council, jointly 3 Philip Carteret, Efg. was gover-
nor of their joint concern, that is, for all the Jerfeys until
1672, when the people, efpecially of Elizabeth-town,
began to mutiny upon account of the demand of quit-
rents, which according to the conceflions took place
March 25, 1670. Thefe mutineers affumed the go-

" fe] Inking Charles II. reignthere was a kind of perfecution of the
ronconformifts in religion, and Robert Barclay head of all the quakers
in Great-Britain, with his family removed to the Jerfeys; from this
perfecution the Jerfeys is fettled chiefly with Quakers, Anabaptifts, and
Prefbyterians.

[f] George Keith was a noted Quaker, hecame overtothe Jerfeys,
taught fchool, and was land furveyor gencral ; heretarned to England,
and for his conveniency, accepted of a church of Eingland benefice, and
wrote againft the Quakers,

vernment,
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vernment, and conftituted James Carteret, a diffolute fon
of Sir George Carteret, their governor; and governor
Philip Carteret was obliged to go to the court of Eng-
land with complaints againft the mutineers; col. Love-
lace at this time was governor of New-York ; the Dutch
conquett intervening, he did not return until 1644, when
upon a peace the Dutch refigned to the crown of Eng.
land the country of New-Netherlands, and the duke
of York had made a divifional or feparate grant of Eaft-
Jerfeys toSir George Carteret; governor Carteret brought
over fome additional conceflions, which were called the
third conceflions ; as he had bought fome fhares in the
Elizabeth-town Indian purchafe, the Elizabeth-town
men gave him no uneafinefs, he refided in Elizabeth-
town till death; he made it the feat of government.
Robert Barclay the noted quaker writer, was the fir
governor for the twenty-four proprietors. i
Upon the Dutch’ peace 1674, Sir Edmond Andros
was appointed governor of the Jerfeys, but by virtue of
the duke of York’s fecond or divifional grant, Sir George
Carteret appointed Philip Carteret, Efq. his lieut. go-
vernor for the Eaft-Jerfey, in which ftation he continued
to the time of his death, November 1682 ; he received
fome infults from Sir Edmond Andros. From 1674, Sir
Edmond Andros was governor of the Weft-Jerfeys for
the duke of York, who had twifted the government out
of the hands of lord Berkley’s affignees, and upon proper
reprefentations the duke of York quitted the govern-
ment of Weft-Jerfeys to the affignees of lord: Berkley,
and they appointed Edware Byllyng, one of the affignees
or proprietors, governor 1630, having obtained a new
grant of the Weft-Jerfey; at the fame time the duke
made a new grant or confirmation of Eaft-Jerfey to the
grandfon of Sir George Carteret. In the Weft-Jerfeys to
Mr. Byllyng169o, fucceeded [¢] doGtor Daniel Cox of the

[g] The affairs of this colony have always been in a confufed ftate,
which occafionsan unavoidable confufion in the hiftory thereof. )
- college
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college of phyficians in London, he having purchafed
the greateft part of the property of Weft-Jerfey, was
governor thereof ; but as his profeffional bufinefs did riot
allow him to leave London, he appointed a deputy go-
vernor, and at length fold his intereft to Sir Thomas
Lane and others for goool. fterl. a great price at that
time. A

The original twenty-four fhares of Eaft-Jerfey by fales
of fmall parts of the fhares and fucceflion of children,
became very much fubdivided ; for inftance, fome pro-
prietors had only one fortieth part, of a forty-eighth part,
of a twenty-fourth fhare; Weft-Jerfey was in the
fame condition. This occafioned much confufion in ma-
nagement amongft thefe general proprietors, particularly
in appointing governors 5 therefore the proprietors in
good prudence refigned the government to the crown,
referving all their other rights as we formerly mentioneds
the proprietary government continued until Auguft 14,
1703, when lord Cornbury publifhed -his commiffion
from the crown as governor of all the Jerfeys; thus the
Eaflt and Weft- Jerfeys, which had been feparate govern-
ments from 1674, to 1703, became united in one go-
vernment or jurifdi¢tion, and continued under the fame
governor with the province of New-York,until 1736,when
the government of New-York devolved upon lieutenant
governor Clarke: as he had no command in the Jerfeys,
the government of the Jerfeys devolved upon the prefident
of the council, and ever fince the command in chief has
been in a diftinét perfon from that of New-York,

Upon the proprietors furrendering the government
to the crown, they obtained of the crown a fet of perpe-
tual inftruions to all fubfequent governors by way of
conceflions, or magna charta, for the proprietots and
people, particularly in favour of the proprietors. 1. Not
to confent to any tax upon unprofitable or vacant lands.
2. None but the general proprietors to purchafe any
lands of the Indians. 3. To take care that all lands
purchafed, be improved by the pofieffors.

Vou. IL T After
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After the Dutch peace there was (upon ceafing of
head-land bounties) 1685, a council of proprietors ap-
pointed for the Eaft-Jerfeys; they ordered a dividend of
10,000 acres to be taken up at pleafure, to each of the
twenty-four proprietorthips of the Eaft-Jerfeys; there
was a fecond divifion of 5000 acres to each of the twenty-
four proprietorfhips, Feb. 21, 1698 ; and adivifion of
2500 acres, Dec. 2, 1702. To enforce the affair of a’
council of proprietors, there paffed an act of general af-
fembly, March 25, 1725, that a certain number of the
general proprietors, or their proxies, having the value of
eight whole fhares in themfelves, fhall be a council of
the proprietors of the eaftern divifion, to divide lands,
examine claims, &c. and to have two ftated yearly meet-
ings at Perth-Amboy, about the times of the fittings of
the fupreme court of judicature. 1737, The council of
proprietors advertifed, that after 1739, there thould be
a further dividend of 2000 acres per ann. to each of the
twenty-four proprietorfhips, until all vacant lands fhall
be divided. :

In the firft conceflions, February 10, 1664-5, the pro-
prictors Berkley and Carteret promife to all adventurers
and fettlers who fhould plant there, fundry privileges,
particularly of head-lands for each head of fettlers: this
promife was only defigned to be of four years continu-
ance; but from time to time was extended to January
13, 1685-6, and then ceafed ; the general proprietors
then began to make dividends amongft themfelves as
above. The head-lands were to fettlers, in any place
exceeding ten miles from the fea, eighty acres per head,
and to thofe who fettle nearer, fixty acres.

* In the beginning, the general lots were laid out, none
lefs than 2100 acres, and none more than 21,000 acres;
whereof one feventh to be referved to the general pro-
prietors, the remainder to perfons who fhould come and
plant the fame.

In taking up lands either by purchafe, and agree-
ment with the general proprietaries as at prefent, or as
' ' formerly
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formerly by way of head-lands, the governor and ma-
jority of the council gave a warrant to the furveyor ge-
peral or his deputies, to furvey and lay out the fame;
next the furveyor is to certify the furvey, upon which
the governor and council make a grant in the form fol-
lowing, ¢ The lords proprietors of Nova-Cafarea, or
¢« New-Jerfey, do hereby grant to A. B. of ——in the
«¢ province aforefaid, a plantation containing—.—acres
<« Englith meafure, to him or her, to his or her heirs or
«¢ affigns for ever; yielding and paying yearly unto the
faid lord proprietors, their heirs or affigns, every 25th
day of March, according to the Englith account, one
half-penny, lawful money of England, for every one of
the faid acres; to be holden as of the mannor of Eaft-
Greenwich in free and common foccage; the firft pay-
ment of quit-rents to begin the 25th——Given under
the feal of the province, the—day of———in the year
of our Lord——{igned by the governor and a majo-
<« rity of the council. N. B. One half part of the
< mines of gold and filver are referved ; and if in three
years, the conditions ftipulated are not fulfilled, the
¢« grant to be void.” ‘
We may obferve, that there are three forts of pro- -
prietors in the Jerfeys. 1. The general proprictors.
2. Purchafers under the general proprietors. 3. Clai-

mers under patents for head-lands from the general pro-
prietors on quit-rent.

[14
(11
(13
€<
(13
(11
[14

[13

(13

A Digreffion concerning Indian deeds, and proprictors quite
rents in the plantations. :

In our plantations the cafe of perfons holding lands
by Indian deeds only, without the approbation -of the
crown, or of the refpeétive legiflatures who may be
deemed to have the exclufive prerogatives of granting
the right of pre-emption to fubjetts; as alfo the affair
of paying quit-rents to the crown, or to general proprie-
tors grantecs of the crown, as a matter of confiderable

T 2 eQncern,
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concern, feems to requireadigreflionaryarticle. As the co-
lony of New-Jerfey is the moft noted for thefe difputes,
5] we fhall here give the incidents of claims by Indian

deeds only, in Elizabeth townthip.
Inboth the Jerfeys,feveral poffeffions and claims of land

- are founded upon Indian deeds only ; the Indian Eliza-

beth-town grant is the moft noted, and has been the
.moft vexatious, formerly containing upwards of 400,000
acres of the moft valuable lands in New- Jerfey, bounded
‘by Raritan river, Amboy-Sound, Arthur Cul-Bay, and
Paffaick river; Daniel Pierce, and affociates, purchafed
one half of thefe lands for 8ol. fterl. and laid out the
townfhips of Woodbridge and Pifcataway, for which

" they foon after obtained fufficient patents from the

rightful proprietors under the crown, at one half-penny
Jper ann. quit-rent, and peaceably enjoy the fame to this

day.

¥I‘he firft Indian grant of thefe lands was to Auguftin
Herman, a Dutchman, in 1651 ; upon the Dutch fur-
render to the crown of England, he relinquifhed thefe
lands, and therefore they efcheated to that crown as de-
relicts, and confequently could not be conveyed again by
the Indians to any perfon or community.

" Notwithftanding this, fix perfons with their affo-
ciates, September 26, 1664, petitioned governor Nichols
for liberty to purchafe of the Indians, and fettle certain

[£] Where the peace and tranquillity of a country or colony cannot
be maintained by the civil power, which feems to have happened
at fundry times in the Jerfeys, a military force is abfolutely requifite.
Some young regiment, inftead of being in courfe difbanded in Great-
Britain or Ireland, may be fent to the feditious colony, they will foon
quell the rioters, and when the fpirit of mutiny is drove out, the re-
giment may be difbanded in the colony ; they will contribute towards
peopling the calony; and moreover, as being ufed to a regular and
proper fubmiffion to authority, by their example, they will teach the
{ame to the people of the colony. Thus the regiment of Carignan,
fome years fince was fent over from France to Canada, and difbanded
there; thus in the time of the government of lord Colpepper, a re-
giment was fent from England to Virginia, to quell the riots under
Bacon, und afterwards diffolved there. :
~ ' tralls
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tracts of land upon Arthur Cul-Bay, which he granted
September 30, 1664 ; accordingly thefe affociates made
a purchafe from the Indians, O&ober 28 following, in
the name of John Bailey, Daniel Denton, Luke Watfon;
of Long-Ifland, hufbandmen, and their affociates, of a
trat of land bounded as above : the confideration was,
Ppaying to the Indians twenty fathoms of trading cloth,
two made coats, two guns, two hatchets, ten bars of lead,
twenty handfuls of gun-powder; and after one year’s
expuration, the remainder of the purchafe was 400 fa-
thoms of white wampum (value 201, fterl.) or 200 fa-
thoms of black wampum : in confequence of this, go-
vernor Nichols granted to thefe affociates a patent far
faid lands, with a liberty to purchafe further of the In-
dians fo far as Snake-Hill, dated December 2, 1664.

That the reader may have fome conception of the dif-
pute concerning the property and quit-rents of thefe
lands, between the proprietors who hold of the crown,
and of the people who hold by fuppofed Indian purchafes,
which has occafioned much difturbance in this govern-
ment; we fhall make the following obfervations.

1. Nichols, lieutenant governor of New-Jerfey for the
duke of York, being informed of the duke’s afignment
to lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, fufpecting that
he would foon be fuperfeded by a lieutenant governor of
their own appointment, and perhaps for other confidera-
tions, September 30, 1664, gave licence to certain per-
fons (as is above related) to purchafe lands of the Indians,
which they did October 25; and the 3d of December fol-
lowing, Nicho]s gave them a patent for the fame, fyb-
jected to certain quit-rents. This patent, though pofterior
‘to the aforefaid affignment, was conformable to his in-
ftructions, and before any proper notice reeeived of that
affignment, {{]and therefore in equity alledg_ed to be good,

[] The difpute concerning the equivalent lands called the bbl\ong
made over by the colony of Connecticut to the province of NE\_V-York,
between aflociates who had a grant of them from the king in coun.

T 3 efpecially
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efpecially confidering, 2. That Philip Carreret, Efq. lieu-
tenant governor for the affignees, did foon after his enter-
ing upon the government of the Jerfeys, (he entered Au-
guft 1665,) as it is faid, under hand and feal gave licence
to a company of fundry perfons to purchafe of the In-
dians within his government what quantity of lands they
thould think convenient; and accordingly, as the Eliza-
beth men fay, their anceftors, with advice and confent of
faid governo:, made fundry purchafes of the Indians.
3. Governor Carteret for his own ufe purchafed fome of
thefe Indian grant rights, particularly that of Bailey,
May 21, 16663 only four families were fettled at Eliza-
beth-town (afterwards fo called) before governor Carte-
ret’s arrival 3 Carteret died governor of Eaft-Jerfey,
Nov. 1682 ; during his goyernment the provincial gene-
ral affemblies, the council, the fuperior or fupreme courts
of judicature, and general offices of the government
were kept at Elizabeth-town, which was fo called by the
name of Elizabeth, wife of Sir George Carteret ; it was
the firft Englifh fettlement, and the moft ancient town
of the province.
Moreover, the proprietors who hold by Indian grants,
fay, as a precedent, although the courts at law in the
- Jerfeys, May 14, 1695, gave jndgment of ejeCtment in
_favour of James Fullerton, who held under the general
_ proprietors, againft Jeffrey Jones, who held by the Indian
grants. Upon Jone’s appeal to the king in council,
_ the judgment was reverfed and fet afide February 25,
1696: the general proprietors fay, that the judgment
was reverfed only becaufe of fome errors in the proceed-
Ings. A petition or complaint of Elizabeth-town In-
dian grant proprietors, was read before the king in coun-
cil, July 19, 1744, reprefenting the hardfhips they fuf-
tained from the general proprietors. 1. That generally

cil, and affociates who had conformable to inftruétions, a grant of

them from the governor and council of New-York, is of this nature,
but hitherto not determined.  See vol. IL. p. 232.

the
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the council and judges are interefted in the general pro-
prietors fide of the queftion, and are therefore become
judges in their own caufe. 2. By a&t of aflembly they
have procured part of the county of Somerfet, who are
moftly of the general proprietors fide, to be annexed
to the county of Eflex, where the lands of the Indian
grant proprietors generally lay, for the fake of having
juries in their intereft. For a fix-penny damage, we
are fometimes brought in for two or three hundred
pounds proclamation money cofts; and we are daily
threatened with great pretended damages and heavy
cofts: therefore they pray, that the king would take
them under his immediate protetion, and either deter-
mine the affair in your majefty’s moft honourable privy
council, or appoint difinterefted commiffioners out of
fome of the neighbouring colonies, and by a jury from
‘thence alfo to be taken, to hear and finally decide in faid
cafe; or that your majefty would be gracioufly pleafed
to appoint commiffioners, to hear, enquire into, and
determine faid controverfy 3 or grant fuch relief as to
your majefty may feem meet. This was referred to the
committee of council for plantation affairs. Auguft 21,
1744, this committee refer the petition to the lords com-
miffioners for trade and plantations, to report to the
committee, what they conceive proper for his majefty
to do therein. The board of trade and plantations re-
port to the faid committee of privy council, &c. &c.
&c. The charalter of a fummary obliges us to ftop 3
and only further to obferve, that this affair hitherto is
" not iffued. ‘

In anfwer, the general proprietors reprefent to the
board of trade and plantations, 1. That they humbly
conceive, the complaint is not ferit from the whole body,
or from any confiderable number of inhabitants there,
but from a few factious and mutinous people impatiznt
of any government. 2. The rioters pretend a fole
right in the Indians, but no right in the king and his
grantees, with a defign to deprive the proprietors of their

T

4 right



280 BriTisu Settlements in AMERICA.  Parrt II,

tight to the foil and quit-rent, and with a defign to

ftrip his majefty of his royal right to that and the other,

Plantations, and to render them independent of the

crown.

Complaints dated April 13, 1745, were filled in chan-

cery of the Jerfeys, againft the Elizabeth proprietors cal-

led Clinker right men, confifting of 124 folio pages;

and was followed by a long bill from the council of

proprietors of the Eaftern divifion of New-Jerfey,
met in Perth-Amboy, March 25,1746, in behalf of them-

felves, and the reft of the general proprictors of the

Eaftern divifion of New-Jerfey, whom they reprefent,

In thefe inftruments they feem to alledge, 1. That as the

Indians had granted thefe lands to Herman 1651, they

could not grant them to Bailey, &c. as is above faid.

2. Confidering the long pofleffion of the Elizabeth men,

and the great charge and labour in clearing thefe pof-

feffions, governor Nichols’s patents upon Indian deeds
are in equity deemed good ; this does not excufe the pof-

feflors from paying quit-rents and other acknowledg-

ment conformably to the grants; and that in fa&t, March
11, 1674-5, the Elizabeth men offering to pay to the lord

proprietor 20l. fterl. per ann. quit-rent for eight miles

fquare, this offer was refufed by the governor and

council infifting upon the half penmy fterl. per acre

per ann. 3. The riotous proceedings of the Elizabeth

men and others claiming by Indian deeds, viz. goal

broke open, people forceably turned out of the poffeflion

of their lands; this they call clubing them out; and -
the officers of the government publickly infulted and
beat; fome of the rioters have come fifty miles and
upwards to join in a riot,

The late riots in the Jerfeys are between the proprie-
tors who hold by a town right, and thofe who hold by
patents from the general proprietors.

‘The general proprietors fay, that the only good title
in the province is under the crown; and all pretences
from Indian purchafes only are void,

The
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The boundaries of New-Jerfey, rivers, and fome diftances,
of noted places.

It is bounded eafterly by the province of New-York
from 41d. N. lat. on Hudfon’sriver to Sandyhook, about
forty miles; from Sandyhook E. foutherly upon the
ocean forty leagues to Cape-May, at the entrance of De-
laware-Bay; from Cape-May it is bounded wefterly on
Penfylvania, along the various turnings of Delaware ri-
ver to 41 d. 40 m. north lat. which, if ina ftraight line,
would be about 200 miles; the N. eafterly line of New-
Jerfey with New-York, was determined by the duke of
York in his grant of New-Jerfey to Berkley and Carte-
ret, to be from a point in the main branch of Delaware
river in lat. 41d. 40 m. to a point in Hudfon’s river in
lat. 41d. The pointon Delaware river is fully agreed
upon and afcertained by both governments, the other
on Hudfon’s river is not fo fully agreed upon; the line
from point to point may be about eighty miles long, E.
41d. S.

Anno 1676, by agreement between the four affignees
of lord Berkley on the one fide, and Sir George Carteret
on the other fide, (perhaps this is the reafon of the
name quinquepartite line) New-Jerfey was divided into
two provinces, called the Eaft and Welt- Jerfey, and con-
firmed by the duke of York 1680, and 1682, and by
att of aflembly 1719; this line as run by Mr. Lau-
rence, November 1744, was in length 150 miles twenty
chains, N. gd. 1gm. W. from Little-Egg harbour in
the ocean, to 41d. 4om. N. lat, The S. point of this
line was fettled 1676, the north point of the line
was fettled 1719, but the line itfelf was never run till
1744, and that only by the proprietors of Faft-Jerfey
ex parte. In this line fome crrors have been difcovered
and require to be retified. As there is a confidcrable dif-

ference in the variations of the compafé, at the north
' and
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and fouth terminations of this divifional line, this divi-
fional line cannot be @traight. The firft falls in Delaware
river in Trent town, are oppofite to the 47th mile of
this divifional line.

In order to difcover the main branch mentioned in the
grants, and the largenefs of fome other branches of De-
Iaware and Sefquahanna rivers, there was lately a furvey
line run nearly due weft from Min:finck ifland on Dela-
ware river about twelve miles above thé divifional line
croffing the N. E. branch of Delaware river, to Sefqua-
hanna river for eighty-five miles, and where it fell in
with Sefquahanna, that river was about thirty chains
(four rods to a chain) wide, and near this there was a
branch which fell into the principal river of Sefquahanna
about 300 feet wide, and in the fork was an Indian vil-
lage called Solochka. The weft branch of Delaware river
was only twenty-five feet wide, the N. E. branch where
the ftation point of the divifion line between New-
York and Jerfey is fixed at 41d. 40m. lat. is above
goo feet wide. The fork fo called of Delaware river is
about feventy miles upon a ftraight line below this fta-
tion point : at this ftation point anno 1744, the varia-
tion of the compafs was W, 6d. 35 m. anno 1719, it
was obferved to be about 8d. as is before mentioned.
The ftation point at Egg-Harbour 1744, was 5d. 25 m.
Mr. Serjeant Hook fome time fince made a purchafe
of 3450 acres upon Delaware river in the Weft-

Jerfey, and gave one tenth of it as a glebe to the
church.

The principal rivers in the province of New-Jerfey,
are the Noorde Rivier or Hudfon’s river, which we have
already delineated in the fetion of New-York, and
Zuide Rivier or Delaware river, which we fhall defcribe
in the fection of Penfylvania; only we fhall obferve,
that in the Jerfey fide of this river are feveral fhort
creeks. Thefe of Cohanfy, and of Salem twedty miles
higher, make one diftri&t of cuftom-houfe; at Bridling-

: ton
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ton twenty miles above Philadélphia is another cuftom
diftri&t. Thefe two cuftom-houfe diftriéts; their quarterly
entries and clearances of veflels, are generally nil, and
fcarce deferve the name of preventive creeks. The
main branch of Delaware river comes from Cat-kill
mountains, a few miles weft of the fountains of Sco-
harie river a branch of the Mohawks river. Raritan river
falls into Sandyhook-bay at Amboy point; the tide flows
twelve miles up to Brunfwick : at the mouth of this ri-
ver is the only confiderable fea port and cuftom-houfe
of New-Jerfey: here is the city of Perth-Amboy, it is
the capital of the province of New-Jerfey, and here are
kept the provincial records : here is a good deep water
harbour and promifing country; but notwithftanding,
it has only the appearance of a mean village: the name
is a compound of Perth, the honorary title of the
late Drummond earl of Perth, and Amboy its Indian
name.

The fea line of New-Jerfey is Arthur Cul-Bay and
Amboy-Sound, between Staten-Ifland and the main
about twenty miles S. Thefe receive the rivulets of Hac-
kinfack, Paffaick, Bounds-creek, and Raway; from
Amboy point to Sandyhook (Sandyhook is in Eaft- -
Jerfey) twelve miles E. from Sandyhook to Cape-May,
120 mile S. wefterly, is a flat double fandy fhore, having
fome inlets practicable only by fmall craft.

There are feveral chains or ridges of hills in this pro-
vince, butof no confideration.

Perth-Amboy is the provincial town of Eaft-Jerfey 3
Bridlington is the province town of Weft-Jerfey, dif-
tance fifty miles, where the general aflembly of all the
Jerfeys fits alternately, and where the diftin&t provincial
judicatories or fupreme courts fit refpectively. Bridling- .

“ton, commonly called Burlington, is a pleafant village.
- Elizabeth-town is the moft ancient corpération and con-
fiderable town of the province. Brunfwick in Eaft-

* Jerfey is nearly the center of the Eaft and Weft- Jerfeys ;
I here
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here is lately eftablithed a college [£] for the inftruion
of youth, by a charter from governor Belcher, Oéo-
ber 22, 1746, with power to confer all degrees as in the
univerfities of England: the prefent truftees are gene-
rally prefbyterians, a majority of {even or more truftees
to have the management; each fcholar to pay 41, per
ann. at 8s. oz. filver; Mr. Jonathan Dickenfon was
their firft prefident, Mr. Burr is their prefent prefident;
in this college O&ober 5, 1749, commenced feven bat-.
chelors of arts. :

The road as in prefent ufe, from New-York city to
Philadelphia, is, from New-York to Elizabeth-town
feventeen miles, thence to Brunfwick twenty-two miles,
thence to Trent town ferry thirty miles, thence to Phi-
ladelphia twenty miles; being in all from the city of
New-York to Philadelphia 104 miles.

From Cape-May to Salem are about fixty miles,
thence to Bridlington fifty miles, thence to Trent town
falls fifteen miles. Thefe are the firft falls of Delaware
river, and the tide flows fo high ; below thefe falls when
the tide is down and no land floodings in the river, the
river is fordable.

In the province of the Jerfeys are five corporations
with courts; whereof three are in Eaft-Jerfey, the city
of Perth-Amboy, the city of New-Brunfwick, and the
borough of Elizabeth-town; and two in Weft-Jer-
fey, the city of Bridlington, alias Burlington, and the
borough of Trent town: of thefe only two, Perth-Am-
boy and Burlington, fend reprefentatives to the general
aflembly. .

There is not much to be faid concerning their wars -
with the Indians and Canadd French : the Five nations of
Iroguois which we call Mohawks, have always been in
our intereft; they, efpecially the large tribe of Senecas,

(4] Formerly by miftake, I wrote, that this college was by royal
charter,

cover
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cover the provinces of New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, Mary-
land, and Virginia. Ever fince the firft fettling of this
province, the publick has never been put to one penny
‘charge for keeping the Indians in peace. The fham
Canada expeditions of 1709, and 1711, led this pro-
vince, and all the other Britith provinces to the north-
ward of it, into a pernicious paper currency, catled pub-
lick bills of credit; their firft paper currency was emit-
ted 1709 of 3000 1. to be cancelled by taxes the fame
year, and 1711 they emitted 50001, to be cancelled by
taxes in 1712 and 1713, and afterwards many:emiffions
for charges of government [/] and loans amongft them-
felves, but never did run fuch depreciating lengths, as
have been done in New-England. See the article of
plantation currencies in the Appendix.

At prefent the Weft- Jerfey money or currency is in
value equal to that of the adjoining province of Penfylva-
nia; the Eaft-Jerfey currency is the fame with the adja-
cent province of New-York; their refpettive dealings,
being almoft folely with the refpective adjoining provin-
ces. Penfylvania paper currency was at firft emitted at
the value of proclamation money; which is 6s. currency
equal in value to a heavy Spanith piece of eight; but at
prefent a milled piece or Spanifh dollar paffes for 7s. 6d.
currency, a heavy piftole 27s. a guinea 345. and moi-
dores 44s. New-York paper currency was at firft emit-
ted at 8 s. per oz. filver: at prefent a dollar or milled
piece of eight being 7-8ths of one oz. filver, is 8s. cur-
rency, piftoles 28s. if not under 4d. 6 grains wt. gui-

neas 35s. moidor¢s 455.

Their various feftaries, not in religion, but in reli-
gious modes of worfhip, may be found in a general
article of the fetion of Rhode-Ifland; we fhall only

[7] The forces raifed there towards the Jate Cuba or Spanith Weft-
India expedition, apd afterwards five companies of 100 men each,
towards afeint‘ext#i'ditlon againft Canada 1746, was a confiderable

u ,

charge to them inl 1evying and vi&tualling.’
obfever
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obferve that this colony was firlt fettled by prefbyteri-
ans, anabaptifts, and quakers, who to this time ftill
prevail; notwithftanding the great charge of miffi-
onaries from the fociety for propagating the gofpel,
who by miftake feem to embarrafs the chriftian reli-
gion in general, more than to cultivateit. ' Why thould
religious, pious, and fober chriftians, induftrious, frue
gal, and orderly common-wealths men, be thus difturbed
and perplexed, in their legally tolerated way, differing
from the miflionary eftablifhed church, not in do&rine,
but in fome anceftorial innocent modes of worfhip:
while at the fame time the heathen Indians, the princi-
pal object of their miflions, as may well be imagined,
neither civilized nor chriftianized, are wholly negleGted
by them 2 '

Inhabitants of the Jerfeys, men, women, and children,
are reckoned at about 50,000, whereof 10,000 may be
reckoned a training militia.

The valuation of the feveral counties, that is, their
proportions in every thoufand pound tax, a few years
fince, ftood thus,

East-JErRSEY. £ WesT-JERSEY, [
Somerfet 39 Cape-May 31
Monmouth 169 10 Salem 144
Middlefex 115 Gloucefter 86
Effex 136 Burlington 123 10
Bergen 82 Huaterdon 74

541 10 . 458 10

The two new out counties of Morris, and Trent, feem
hitherto not reduced to any regulations, :

Succeffion of gevernars in the province of New-Jerfey.

The affair of governors is above intermixed with the
hiftory of the various changes of the property and ju-
rifdiCtion; we fhall now recapitulate what relates to go-
: ' - vernment
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vernment and governors in a conneted aud concie
manner. R ’ - '

The duke of York had a grant of the property and
government of New-Netherlands from his brother Charles
- II. March 12, 1663-4. Duke of York by commiffion,
April 2, 1664, appointed Richard Nichols, Efq. his
lieut. governor or deputy of the whole New-Netherlands,
but did not enter upon his government until Auguft 24,
1664. _

Upon the duke of York’s aflignment, June 24, 1664,
of that part called the Jerfeys to lord Berkley and Sir
George Carteret, they appointed Philip Carteret their
governor: after fix months refidence he went to Eng-
- land, and foon returned to his government; but 1672,

a turbulent people, to evade paying quit-rents, alledge
that they did not hold of the proprietors Berkley and
Carteret, but by Indian grants : they relinquifhed gover-
nor Carteret, and chofe a governor of their own: gover-
nor Carteret went home with complaints, and did not re-
turn till November 1674, a Dutch jurifdi¢tion upon a re-
conqueft -intervening from July 1673, to November
16743 Berkley and Carteret had a divifional feparate
grant from the duke of York 1674, and Sir George
Carteret fent over Philip Carterer, governor of Eaft-
Jerfey: the duke of York kept the jurifdiction of Weft-
Jerfeys in his own hands by deputies. Nichols and
Andros were governors of New-York and Weft-Jerfey
for the duke of York.

Becaufe of fome differences between governor Andros
of New-York, and governor Carteret of Eaft-Jerfey,
Andros ufurped the government of Eaft-Jerfey 1680,
and fent from New-York to Elizabeth-town fome fol-
diers ; they ufed governor Carteret rudely, they broke
open his houfe, carried him from his naked bed on
Board of the floop to New-York, where he was kept
prifoner the greateft part of the year: governor Andros
favoured the Indian grant proprietors, with a defign to
foment divifions and confufion; divide et impera: upon
' com-
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complaints fent home to the duke of York, Andros
was difmiffed from the government with a thew .of re-
fentment, and the duke of York gave new deeds to the
proprietors of the Eaft and Weft- Jerfeys, with exprefs
grants of thefe powers, which Sir Edmond Andros pre-
tended were wanting, the better to juftify his former
conduct; by virtue of thefe new grants dated 1680, the
proprietors were next year re-cftablifhed in the New-
Jerfeys :  Philip Carteret died governor of Eaft-Jerfey,
November 1682. To prevent irregular purchafes of the
Indians, the affembly of Eaft-Jerfey, 1683, pafled an a&
<¢ forbidding the taking of any Indian deeds but in the
¢ pame of the lords proprietors, upon the pain of be-
¢ ing profecuted as feditious perfons, and as breakers of
< the king’s peace, and of the publick peace and fafety
. of the province;” the fame a&, but fomething more
fevere, was paffed in Weft- Jerfey.

In Weft-Jerfey, upon the duke of York’s quitting
the government to the aflignees of lord Berkley, 1680,
one of the aflignees or proprietors was by them ap-
pointed governor, and to him, 1690, fucceeded Dr.
Daniel Cox, who had purchafed the greateft part of
Wett-Jerfey. B

In Eaft-Jerfey upon the duke of York’s new deed
to the proprietors, Robert Barclay, a noted quaker wri-
ter, was made governor ; fometimes he officiated by a
deputy ; 1684, Gawn Laurie was his deputy, and con-
tinued till 1685: foon after this, king James affumed
the government, but upon the revolution, the proprietors
were reftored to their former rights, and appointed
John Totham, Efq. for their .governor, who was fuce
ceeded by col. Dudley; but the people fcrupled to obey
them, and the proprictors appointed col. Hamilton for
governor.

After fome time the people alledged, that as &
Scotsman he could not be governor of an Englifh colony,
an
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and a party of the proprietors appointed Mr. Baffe go-
vernor ; foon after, another party of the proprietors
again appointed col. Hamilton, Auguft 14, 1699, and not
long after, fome of the .proprietors appointed Mr. Baffe
-again; thefe appointments were.not -confirmed by the
king. Mr. Bowne fuperfeded them; thefe timesin the
Eaft-Jerfeys were called the revolutions, (7] and was go-
vernor when the proprietors of both Jerféys, becaufe aof
diffenfions amongft themfelves in appointing governors,
and from the confufions occafioned by the Indian grants
men, found it advifeable to refign the government, but
no other of their rights, to the crown, 1502.

Thus both Jerfeys were united in one jugifdiétion, and
had fer their governor the fame perfon who was go-
vernor of the province of New-York ; {¢e.the feCtion of
New-York, vol. II. p. 249, viz. lord Cornbury, col.
Hunter, [#] William Burnet, Efg. col. Montgomery
and col. Cofby. :

Upon:Cofby’s death, lieut. governor Clarke, 1736,
fucceeded .in the command of New-York, but not in
that of -the Jerfeys, which in courfe fell.into the hands of
the prefident of the council of the Jerfeys: ever fince,
the governors of New-York and of the Jerfeys have
been in diftin¢t perfons.

[7] During the revolutions in the alternate adminifirations of Ha-
milton and Bafle.from 1698, to the refignation of the government to
the crown, there were in the province continued confufions, mutual
breaking of goals, -refcuing of prifoners, beating and abufing of civil
officers ; fometimes the chief command was in the council ; the refig-
.nation of thofe governments to the crown by Sir Thomas Lane knight
and alderman of London, agent for Weft-Jerfey, and of William
Dockwray, the famous proje&tor of the ufeful, and to the publick re-
venue of Great-Britain beneficial, penny poft office, agent for Eaft-
Jerfey. ’

] {n]y Governor Hunter was allowed by the general affembly of the
Jerfeys, during his adminiftration, sool. per ann. currency, and 1001
for contingencies. ‘

Vou, 11 - U Lewis
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* Lewis Morris, Efq. formerly chief juftice of the pro-
vince of New-York, was the firft diftinét governor of
‘the Jerfeys ; he died May 14, 17463 to him fucceeded.
> . Jonathan Belcher, Efq. formerly governor of the pro-
vinces of Maffachufett’s-Bay and New-Hampfhire, fee
vol. [. p. 481 ; was nominated by the king for governor
of the Jerfeys, and arrived there foon after: he con-
tinues governor at this prefent writing, Auguft 1751.
His firft meeting with the provincial affembly was Au-
guft 22, 1746, . :

The legiflature, and fome émnicipal laws of New-
. Jerfey. : -

 The legiflature confifts of three negatives; the en-
adting ftile is, *° Be it enacted by his excellency the go-
vernor, council, and general affembly.” _

The three negatives are, 1. The governor, ftiled go-
wvernor in chief, vic-eadmiral, and chancellor of the pro-
vince of New-Jerfey. A

- 2. The council nominated by the king ; their com-
plement is twelve, as it generally is in all our colonies.
The governor and council are a court of error and
chancery. ‘

‘3. The houfe of reprefentatives in this province; they
are particularly called the affembly; though in propriety
the governor, council, and houfe of reprefentatives of
the people, met in a legiflative capacity, are the general
affembly of a province or colony [0]. This houfe of re-
prefentatives or aflfembly confifts of twenty-four mem-
bers, whereof twenty are reprefentatives of counties, the
other four from the cities, {o called, of Perth-Amboy
and Burlington, viz.

[¢] T cannot account for fuch improprieties in our colonies; thus in
Virginia, the houfe of reprefentatives is very improperly called the
houle of burgefles, becaufe Virginia is reprefented by counties. In
the province of North-Carolina adjoining to Virginia, they are guilty
of the fame impropriety, I

n
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In East-JERSEY. In West-Jersey,

From the county of From the county of

- Bergen 2 Hunterdon 2
Effex 2 Burlington 2
Middlefex 2 Gloucefter 2
Somerfet 2 Salem 2
Monmouth 2 Cape-May 2

From the city of From the city of

Perth-Amb. 2 Burlington 2
12 12

The new counties of Morris county, and Trent
county, hitherto do not fend reprefcntatives.

All the acts of the aflembly of New-Jerfey muft have
the royal affent.

The houfe of reprefentatives is no court of judicature,
but have the privilege of enquiring into the male admi-
niftration of the courts of juftice.

The magna charta or fundamental conftitution of the
province of New-Jerfey, confifts of chree fubfcquent fets
of conceffions from the proprietors, and of the perpe-
taal inftrutions for all {ucceflive crown governors as
agreed upon 1702, at the proprietors refignation of the
government to the crown.  Thefe are reckoned of a
higher nature, than the acs of their affemblies, and are
termed by the affembly, the laws of conceffions. The
firft conceflions were 1664, from lord Berkley and Sic
George Carteret, joint proprietors of New-Jerfey by
affignment from the duke of York. The {econd con-
ceflions 1672, were from the faid proprietors jointly 3 the
third conceffions were only for FEaft Jerfey by Sir
George Carteret 1674, upon the dukeof York’s grant-
ing him a divifional grant: thefe were only additional
and explanatory of the firft conceflions.

The bounty lands to the firft fettlers called head-lands,
being fo many acres per head of fettlers at one half
penny fterl. per ann. per acre quit-rent.  The quit-rer ts
of the Jerfcys began March 25, 16705 the whole arrears

’ §)

2 _ of
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of quit-renits from the beginning to 174%, -did not
exceed 15000l. The bounty by the firlt conceflions
was only for heads imported in the firft four years,
but by fubfequent cohceflions, it was -continued to
January 13, 1685.. In other patents to purchafers the
quit-rents were various as per agreement, €. g. in
Newark there are fome patents at fix pence'fterl. per
ann. per. 100 acres. _

The fundamental law of conceffions is, that all va.
cant lands are to be purchafed only by the governor
and council in the name of the proprietors; and all
-claims to lands otherways than by warrant of furvey, by
the furvey of a ftated furveyor, and patent from ‘the
governor and council are deemed void. There have been
only two remarkable times of purchafe from the Indians
1664, under governor Nichols, prior to the afts of con:
.ceflions ; and 1672 under governor Carteret, but fubfe-
quent and contrary to the firft conceffions. Several tracts
of land have from time to time been purchafed of the
Irdians by the general proprietors. By att of affembly,
1683, no perfon to contrac for, or accept of, deeds
«of lands from the Indians, but in the name of the pro-
prictors.

In the revolution times,  as they were called, in'New-
Jerfey from 1698, ‘to 1703, all rules of property were
{lighted, many riots and much diforder enfued, and by
remonftrances to king William all eftablithed ruoles of
property were endeavoured to be everted, and Indian
Rurchafcs eftablithed, but in vain. Upon the -refigna-
tion of the government to the crown, and by an a&
of affembly 1703, declaring all pretences by Indian
purchafes only, to be penal, (penalty 40s. per acre) eri-
minal, and void ; and by an aét 1713, a penalty is im-
pofed of 20s. for every tree cut by any perfon upon
lands which are not his own property; order was re-
ftored to the great improvement of New-Jerfey, and
which was ?njoyed till 1745, when Indian purchafes were
fet up again. Several acions of ejetment  being
’ brought
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brought by the council of general proprietors againft
the tenants, fo called, in poffefion of the Elizabeth
rights, as holding only by a groundlefs right of title by
Indian deeds; anno 1746, the Elizabeth men petition
the generalaflembly, that a way may be made for their
relief in the province, or that they may have liberty of
application to the head and fountain of juftice. Upon
this enfued a fuit in their provincial chancery, as before
selated.

Some articles in the conceflions were, that the general
affembly fhall raife and pay the governor’s falary and all
charges of government; and that the quit-rents fthall be
paid to the proprietors free of all charges, no quit-rents
to be applied for that purpofe.

To prevent interfering claims and fraudulent fales,
there are only two deputy furveyors in a county, under
a general furveyor of the province, and all furveys
are to be recorded as approved of by the furveyor
general.

Titles of land-are to be tried only in the fupreme court
of judicature.

Courts of judicature,

The feveral courts of judicature are nearly of the
fame conftitution with the courts in the colonies already
related. There is a fupreme court {in New-England
they are called fuperior courts) for the Eaft-Jerfey divi-
fion held at the city of Amboy two terms yearly, the
third Tuefday in March, and fecond Tuefday in Auguft;
each of thefe with only eight days continuance. The
fupreme court for the Weft-Jerfey divifion is held at
Burlington the firft Tuefday in November, and fecond
Tuefday in May, under the fame regulations.

There are in each county once a year, a court for tryal
of caufes brought to iffue in the fupreme court; thofe
for Weft-Jerfey are in the fpring, thofe for Eaft-Jerfey
are in the end of autumn.

U3 In



2904  BriTisH Settlements in AmERICA.  Partll,

In each county there are courts of quarter {effions,
and county courts for holding pleas; in New-England
they are called inferior courts for common pleas.

Produce, manufaiiures, trade, and wpavigation in New-
Jerfey. B

New-Jerfey is a good corn country: it raifes more
wheat chan any one of our colonies ; but their wheat and
flour is moftly fhipped off from New-York and Penfyl-
vania; they raife fome hemp and flax.

- They have not wrought their ‘copper ore mine for fome
time.

They manufacture fome iron ore into pigs and bars.

In the province of New-Jerfey there are three cuftom-
houfr diftri¢ts, whereof two are in Weft-Jerfey on De-
laware river; Salem (this includes Cohanzey) about nine
miles ~elow Newcaltle: and Burlington about twenty
miles above Philadelphia; thefe, as we have already ob-
ferved, are of no confideration, fcarce deferving the
pame of preventive creeks: the third is in Eaft-Jerfey
at Perth- Amboy. The twelve months accounts of en-
tries and clearances at the port of Perth-Amboy, from
June 24, 1750, to June 24, 1751, ftand thus,

Entered inwards. Cleared outwards.

Ships 2 Ships 2
Snows . 2 Snows 3
Brigantines 5 Brigantines 8
Sloops 18 Sloops 13
Schooners 10 Schooners 10
- S_hallops 2 Shallops 2

. 41 38
both foreign and coatting voyages included. I fhall only

mention fome of the moft confiderable articles of their
exports and imports_in that time,

Exported,
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A Exported. Imported. R
Flour 6424 bar, | Rum 39,670 gal.
Bréad - 168,500 wt. . [ Molofles 31,600 gal.

Beef and pork 314 barrels | Sugar 2,089 ct. wt,

Grain 17,941 buth. | Pitch, tar, b

Hemp 14,000 Wt. and turpenr.}437 ar.

Some firkins of butter, fome | Wines 123 pipes
hams, beer, flax-feed, | Salt 12,759 bufh.

 bar-iron, fome lumber.
Some mifcellanies on various fubjets.

The copper ore of the Jerfeys is very good, but the
mine has not been wrought for fome years, the diffi-
culty in draining requires a fire engine. The copper
mines in Simfbury hills in New-England, about ninety
miles N, E. from the copper mine in New-Jerfey, have
been neglected for fome years, becaufe they not only dip
too quick, and therefore are not eafily drained, but alfo
the ore is of a hard nature not eafily fluxed ; itis too
much intermixed with fpar, the veins or loads very un-
certain and unequal, and frequently only fhoads er frag-
ments.

In Britith North-America, hitherto no difcovery has
been made of tin ores, nor of lapis calaminaris, very
little lead ore, and that not good. ,

All over North-America is much iron ore, both rock
and bog ore.  Three tun of bog or fwamp ore gives
about one tun caft iron ware, which can be afforded
cheaper than that which is imported from England or
Holland. The bars of bog ore have too much {corie
or drofs, and are’much inferior to the bars refined from
the pigs of rock ore.

" In the American rivers there are many cataracts, pre-
cipices, pitches, or falls; generally from the river paffing
over a ledge or ridge of rocks: that of Niagara, for-
merly mentioned, between lake Ontario and lake Erie,
is the moft noted. There are fome cataralls or great

U4 falls,
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falls, not from a precipice of rocks, but from a very
narrow pafs in a tide river; that near the mouth of S,
John’s river on the N. W, fide of the bay of Fundy in
Nova-Scotia is the moft noted: in this cafe, fromr the
narrownefs of the pafs, the water not confined' below
falls off fafter than the water confined above, the water
above is not only whar the tide of flood brought in, but
alfo the river water dammed up.

The higher up a tide river, the duration of flood is
lefs, and that of ebb is more; for inftance, in the great
tiver of Canada, or river of St. Laurence, anno 1748,
a flag of truce was fent for exchange of prifoners from
Bofton in New-England to Quebec in Canada. In this
great river by order of the general governor of Canada
they were ftopt at Lifle des Bafques, {five leagues be-
low Tadoufack, and thirty-five leagues below Quebec)
where was good anchorage [ p] in ten fathom water, the
tide flowed five hours and ebbed feven hours.

Amongft the many hardfhips which the firft fettlers
of new raw colonies and plantations fuffer, one of the
moft confiderable is, their fitting down in wildernefs,
foreft, or wood lands; where by the exhalations from
the trees, there isa continual damp, which does not con-
tinuedly difperfe,' but hovers about, and may be faid in
fome refpect to ftagnate and putrify, and confequently
produce in thefe human bodies many kinds of putrid
diforders, fuch as putrid lingring fevers, putrid dyfen-
teries, all forts of {corbutick complaints, and the like
diftemperatures. The damp or vapour from wood lands,
is much more confiderable than from the fame lands
when cleared of trees and thrubs. It is notorious in thefe
countries, that many ftreams of water which in the be-
ginning came from wood lands, and carried grift mills
and faw mills ; when thefe lands were cleared of wood,

[£] The French by their reprefentations of the difficult and danger-
ous navigation of this river, endeavour to intimidate all other na-
tions from attempting the river; but now we find that it is fafely
practicable.
their
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their ftreams vanifhed and became dry, the mills ceafed,

and in fome parts the cattle could not be conveniently

watered. In the philofophical tranfations of the royal

fociety in London, we find many obfervations and ex-

periments made relating to this fubjet; for inftance,

two veffels containing each a certain equal quantity of -
water; in one of thefe veflels were fet fome living plants:

after a certain fpace of time, the veffel containing water

with plants evaporated much more of the water, than

the veflel of water only. '

SECT. XIV.

Concerning the Province of Penfylvania, and its Ter-
ritories.

_ E have already deduced thefe fettlements from
their firft European difcoveries, and from their
tranfition by the name of New-Netherlands under the
Dutch, to the duke of York’s property by patents from
the crown of England.

This province and territories are by three diftinét
grants. 1. The province of Penfylvania by patent from
K. Charles II. dated March 4, 1680-1. 2. The duke of
York, 1683, Auguft 24, fold to William Penn the el-
der, his heirs and affigns, the town of Newcaftle, alias
Delaware, and a diftri&t of twelve miles round Newcaftle.
3. Duke of York by another deed of fale Auguft 24,
1683, made over to faid William Penn, his heirs and
afligns, that tra& of land from twelve miles fouth of
Newcattle, to the Whore-Kills, otherwife called Cape-
Henlopen, divided into the two counties of Kent and
Sufftx; which with Newcaftle diftrict, are commonly
known by the name of the three lower counties upon De-
laware river,

As
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"' As the three lower counties or territories are by diftint
deeds or grants from that of the royal grant of the pro-
vince of Penfylvania, when it was by the proprietary
lefe to their option to be united with the jurifdition of
the province of Penfylvania, or to continue a feparate:
jurifiistion; they chufe to be a feparate jurifdiction, and
not to be as it were annihilated by a prevailing jurifdic-
tion : thus they continue at prefent two diftinct legifla-
tures, governments, or jurifdiction, under the direction
of one and the fame governor ; but their municipal laws
and regulations are nearly the fame.

" K. Cuaries 1Id’s patent of the province of PensyL-
vanta is dated March 4, 1680-1, of which an abftratt
is, * To our trufty and well beloved fubject William Penn,
Efq. fon and heir of Sir William Penn decealed, to re-
duce the favage nations by gentle and juft manners to
the love of civil fociety and the chriftian religion (with
regard to the memory and merits of his late father in
divers fervices, particularly in the fea-fight againft the
Dutch 1665, under the duke of York) to tranfport an
ample colony towards enlarging the Englith empire and
its trade, is granted all that trat of land in America,
bounded eaftward on Delaware river from twelve miles
northward of Newcaftle to the 43d. of northern lat.
and to extend 5 d. in longitude from faid river ; to be
bounded northerly by the beginning of the 43d. of N,
lat. and on the fouth by a circle drawn at twelve miles
diftance from Newcaftle northward and weftward unto
the beginning of the 40d. of northern lat. and then by
a ftrait line weftward to the limits of longitude above-
mentioned ; faving to us and our fucceflors the alle-
giance and fovereignty, to be holden as of our caftle
of Windfor in the county of Berks, paying quit-rent
two buck-{kins to be delivered to us yearly in our caftle
of Windfor on the firft of January, and the fifth of all
gold and filver ore, clear of all charges. Ere&ed into
a province and feignorie, to be called Penfylvania,

Sal
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Said William Penn, &c. and his lieutenants, with the
affent of a majority of the freemen or their delegates
affembled, to raift money for publick ufes, to eftablith
judges, juftices, and other magiftrates, probat of wills
and granting of adminiftrations included; to pardon or
remit all crimes and offences committed within faid
rovince, treafon and wilful murder excepted, which

ﬁowever they may reprieve until the king’s pleafure is -
known; the judges by them conflituted to hold pleas as
well criminal as civil, perfonal, real and mixt: their
laws to be confonant to reafon, and not repugnant to
the laws of England, referving to us, &c. a power to
hear and determine upon appeals. In all matters the
laws of England to take place, where no pofitive law of
the province appears, A duplicate of all laws made in
faid province, fhall in five years be tranfmitted to the
privy council ; and if within fix months, being there
received,. they be deemed inconfiftent with the preroga-
tive or laws of England, they tha!l be void. A licence
- for our fubjects to tranfport themfeives and families unto
the faid country. A liberty to divide the country into
towns, hundreds, and counties, to incoporate towns
into boroughs and cities, to conftitute fairs and markets.
A liberty of trade with all our other dominions, pay-
ing the cuftomary duties. A power to conftitute fea
ports and keys, but to admit of fuch officers as fhall
from time to time be appointed by the commiffioners of
our cuftoms. The proprietors may receive fuch impo-
fitions upon goods as the affembly fhall enact. The pro-
Prietors to appoint an agent or attorney to refide near
the court in London to anfwer for the default of the
proprietors, and where damages are afcertained by any
of our courts, if thefe damages are not made good
within the {pace of one year, the crown may reflume the
government until fuch damages and penalties are fatif-
fied, but withoutany detriment to the particular owners
or adventurers in the province. To maintain no corre-
fpondence with our enemies. A power to purfue ene-
mies
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mies and robbers even to death. May transfer property.
To ere&t manors, that may hold courts baron. That
the crown fhall make no taxation or impofition in faid
province without confent of the proprietary, or affem-
bly, or by a&t of parliament in England. Any inhabi.
tants, to the number of twenty, may by writing apply
to the bifhop of London for a preacher or preachers.”

An abftra&® of Mr. Penn’s charter of liberties and
privileges to the people, 25th day of the fecond month,
vulgarly called April, 1682. ¢ The government thall be
in a provincial general affembly compoled of the go-
vernor and reprefentatives of the freemen, to make
laws, raife taxes, conftitute courts and offices, &c.
“L'he freemen of the province fhall meet on the twentieth
day of the twelfth month, 1682, to elett feventy-two
perfons for a council, whereof twenty-four thall fall off
yearly, and another twenty-four be eletted in their room,
that many perfons may have experience in government;
in matters of confequence two thirds to be a quorum,
and the confent of the two thirds of fuch quorum is re-
quifite ; in affairs of lefler moment twenty-four mem-
bers fhall be a quorum, and a majority of thefe fhall
determine: the governor or his deputy to prefide and
have a treble vote. This council is to prepare and de-
liberate upon bills to be pafled into laws by the general
aflembly, to eret courts of juftice with their officers,
to judge criminals, to have the executive power; (hall
model towns, ports, markets, publick buildings, and
highways; to infpect the management of the provincial
treafury, and order all publick fchools : this council to
be divided into four diftiné committees- for diftint
branches of bufinefs. The freemen fhall yearly chufe
reprefentatives not exceeding 200, to meet 22d day of
the fecond month (1683, for the firft time) and to con-
tinue eight days; may appoint committees to confer with
committees of the council concerning amendments of

bills, and the ninth day fhall give their affirmative or
I negative
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‘negative to the bills prefented; two thirds to be a quo-
tum'in paffing of laws and choice of officers 3 the ena&-
ing ftile to be, ¢ By the governor, with the dffent and
approbation of the freemen in provincial council and
general aflembly.” The firft year the general aflembly
may confift of all the freemen of the province, and after-
wards of 200 to be chofen annually, which as the coun-
try increafes may be enlarged, fo as never to éxceed
500, -at the difcretion of the legiflature. The provin-
«cial council fhall on the 13th day of the firt month
yearly, prefent to the governor or his deputy a double
number of provincial officers ; and the freemen in the
-county courts fhall prefent a double number to ferve for
‘fheriffs, juftices of the peace, and coroners for the year
next enfuing ; cut of each prefentment, the third day
following, the governor or his deputy fhall commiffio-
-nate one ; but Mr. Penn to appoint the firft officers to
continue ad vitam aut culpam. The general affembly
may be called upon by the governor and provincial
council to meet at any time. When the governor fhall
be under the age of twenty-one, and no guardians ap-
ipointed by the father, the provincial council fhall ap-
point guardians not exceeding three, with the power of
a governor. No article in this charter to be altered
without the confent of the governor and fix parts of
feven of the freemen in provincial council and general

aflembly.”

Befides thefe, there were fome other fundamental laws
-agreed upon in England. Every refident who pays fcot
and lot to the government, fhall be deemed a freeman
capable of ele@ting and of being elected. The provincial
council and general affembly to be fole judges in the
elections of their refpective members: Twenty-four men
for a grand jury of inqueft, and twelve for a petty jury,
to be returned by the fheriff. All perfons wrongfully
imprifoned or profecuted at law, fhall have double da-

mages againft the informer or profecutor. Seven years
pofleffion
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poffeffion fhall give an unqueftionable right, excepting
in cafes of lunaticks, infants, married women, and per-
fons beyond the feas. A publick regifter eftablithed,
The charter granted by William Penn to the inhabitants

s confirmed. All who acknowledge one almighty GOD,

" fhall not be molefted in their religious perfuafions in mat-
ters of faith and worfhip, and fhall not be compelled to
maintain or frequent any religious miniftry. Every firft
day of the week fhall be a day of Reft. None of thofe
articles fhall be altered without confent of the governor
or his deputy, and fix parts in feven of the freemen met
in provincial council and general affembly. This was
figned and fealed by the governor and freemen or ad-
venturers in London the fifth day of the third month
called May, 1682.

There were certain conditions agreed upon by the pro-
prietor, and the adventurers and purchafers, July 11,
16813 for inftance, convenient roads and highways be
laid out before the dividend of acres to the purchafers;
land thall be laid out to the purchafers and adventurers
by lot. Every thoufand acres fhall fettle one family, All
dealings with the Indians fhall be in publick market.

All differences between the planters and native Indians
fhall be ended by fix planters and fix natives. Laws re-
lating to immorality fhall be the fame as in England.
In clearing of land, one acre of trees fhall be left far
every five acres, to preferve oak and mulberries for fhip-
ing and filk.

None to leave the province, without publication thereof
in the market-place three weeks before,

By a new charter from the proprietary fecond day of
the fecond month, 1683, there are fome alterations made
in his firft charter, principally as to the numbers of the
provincial council and affembly ; that is, the provincial
council fhall confift of eightecn perfons, whereof three
from each of the fix counties ; the affembly to confift of

thirty-f
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thirty-fix, thatis, fix from each county.; as the country '
increafes, the provincial council may be increafed to any
number not exceeding feventy-two; and the affembly -
may be incréafed to any number not exceeding 200 ; the
other articles are much the fame as in the firlt charter:
the enating ftile to be, < By the governor, with the ap-
probation of the freemen in provincial council and affem-
bly met;” and the general affembly fhall be called,
« The meeting, feflions and proceedings of the general
affembly of the province of Penfylvania, and the terri-
torties thereunto belonging.”” Nothing in this charter to
be altered, but by confent of the governor and fix 7ths
- of the provincial council and affembly. .

“This charter of 1683, as inconvenient, was {urrender-
ed to Mr. Penn in the third month of 1700 by fix 7ths
of the freemen of the province and territories, and a new
charter granted ; as this is now their ftanding charter,
we fhall be more particular. The preamble runs thus,
¢ WHEREAS K. Charles II. granted to Willium Penn the
property and government of the province of Penfylva-
- nia, March 4, 16803 and the duke of York granted to
faid Penn the property and government of a tra&t of
land now called the territories of Penfylvania, Auguft
24, 1683 : and whereas the faid William Penn for the
encouragement of the fettlers, did, anno 1683, grant and
confirm to the freemen by an inftrument intitled, The
frame of the government, &c. which charter or frame
being found, in fome parts of it, not fo fuitable to the
prefent circumftances of the inhabitants, was delivered
up as above ;. and at the requeft of the affembly ano-
ther was granted by the proprietary Mr, Penn, in purfu-
ance of the rights and powers granted him by the crown,
confirming to all the iohabitants their former liberties
and privileges, fo far as in him lieth. 1. No perfons
who believe in one almighty GOD, and live peaceably
under the civil government, fhall be molefied in their re-
ligious perfuafions, nor compelled to rrequent or main-

4 ' tain
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tain any religious worfhip contrary to their mind. That
all perfons who profefs to believe in Jesus Curist, are
capable of ferving the government in an,{ capacity
they folemnly promifing, when required, allegiance to
the crown, and fidelity to the proprietor and governor,
2. That annually upon the firft day of October for ever,
there fhall an affembly be chofen, to fit the fourteenth
day of the fame month, viz. four perfons out of each
county, or a greater number, as the governor and affem-
bly may from time to time agree, with all the powers
and privileges of an affembly as s ufual in any of the
king’s plantations in ‘America ; two thirds of the whole
number that ought to meet fhall be a quorum ; to fit
upon their own adjournments. 3. The freemen at their
meeting for eleting reprefentatives to chufe fheriffs and
coroners ; ‘the juftices in the réfpective counties to nomii-
nate cletks of the peace. 4. The laws of the govern-
ment fhall be in this ftile, < By the governor, with the
confent and approbation of ‘the freemen .in general al-
fembly met.” 5. No perfon to be licenfed by the gover-
nor to keep an ordinary or tavern but fuch asare re-
commended by the juftices of the county. 6. No alte-
* ration to be made in this charter without the confent of
the governor and fix parts of feven of the affembly met.
Signed William Penn at Philadelphia in Penfylvania,
October 28, 1701, and the twenty-firlt year of my go-
vernment.” Notwithftanding any thing formerly alledg-
ing the province and territories to join together in le-
giflation, Mr. Penn hereby declares, that if at any ‘time
hereafter within three years, their réfpé@ive affemblies
fhall not agree to join in legiflation, and fhall fignify
the fame to me;; in fuch cafe the inhabitants of -each of
the three counties of the province fhall not have lefs
than eight reprefentatives, and the town of Philadel-
phia when incoporated, fhall have two reprefentatives.
The inhabitants of each county in the territories fhall
have as many perfons to reprefent them in a diftin&
affembly for the territories, as be by them requefted.

Province
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Province and territories thall enjoy the fame charter, li-.
berties and -privileges. . This charter of privileges was.
thankfully received the fame day by the affembly, and.
figned by their order; and figned by a number of the
proprietary and governor’s council. : ’
The report is probable, that Mr. Penn, befides his
royal grant of the province of Penfylvania, had more-
over a grant of the fame from the duke of York, to ob-
viate any pretence, that the province was comprehended
in.a former royal grant of New-Netherlands to the duke
of York. o e :
. Mr. Penn’s firft charter conceflions, or form of go-
vernment to the fettlers, feems Utopian and whimfical ;
conftituting a legiflature of three negatives, viz. the go-
vernor, and two diftinct houfes of reprefentatives chofen
by the freemen ; one called the provincial council of
feventy-two members, the other was called the provin-
cial affembly of 200 members; the council had an ex-
orbitant power of exclufive deliberating upon and pre-
paring all bills for the provincial aflembly; the exe-
cutive part of the government was entirely with them.
The provincial affembly, in the bills to be enacted, had
no deliberative privilege, only a yesor no; thefe num-«
- bers of provincial council and provincial affembly feem
to be extravagantly large for an infant colony : perhaps
he was of opinion with fome good politicians, thatthere
can be no general model of civil government ; the hu-
mours or inclinations, and numbers of various focieties
muft be confulted and varioufly fettled: a fmall fociety
naturally requires the delberation and general confent
of their treemen for taxation and legiflature; when the
fociety becomes too numerous for.fuch univerfal meet-
ings, areprefentation or deputation from feveral di-
ftriés is a more convenient and-eafy adminiftration.
His laft and prefent ftanding charter to the inhabitants
of the province and territories of Penfylvania, Oc. 28,
1701, runs into the other extreme; the council have
no negative in the legiflature, and only ferve as the
Vor. I - X pro-
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proprietary’s councilof advice to the proprietary’s gover-
nor: 1746, by aé of parliament, the negative of the
board of aldermen in London, for certain reafons was
abrogated. A council chofen by the people, to nega-
tive refolves of reprefentatives alfo appointed by the
people, feems to be a wheel within a wheel, and incon-
gruous: but a codncil appainted by the court of Great-
Britain as a negative, feems to be a good policy, by way
"of controul upon the excefles of the governor on the one
hand, and of the people by their reprefentatives on the
other hand. o

The province of Penfylvania fome years fince was
mortgaged to Mr. Gee, and others, for 6,600/ fterl.
In the year 1713, Mr. Penn by agreement made over
all his rights in Penfylvania to the crown, in confidera-
tionof 12.000/. fterl. but before the inftrument of. fur-
render was executed, he died apoplettick, and Penfyl-
vania ftill remains with the family of Penns,

Upon the firft fettlement of Penfylvania, Mr. Penn
ftipulated with the aboriginal natives the Indians, that
they thould fell no lands to any perfon but ‘to himfelf or
his agents ; this was confirmed by fubfequent province
laws : on the other fide, Mr. Penn’s agents were not to
occupy or make grants of any lands, but what were"
fairly purchafed of the Indians ; for inftance, a few years
ago, the delegates of the Six nations of Iroquois, for a
certain confideration in goods, releafed their claims to
all lands both fides of the river Sefquahanna, fo far
fouth as the province of Penfylvania reaches, and fo far
north as the Blue or Kittarinny mountains, and re-
ceived pay in part. Beginning of July, 1742, the
Six nations had a congrefs with governor Thomas
and eight of his council at Philadelphia, to receive
the other moiety as per agreement; we fhall take
this opportunity of prefenting this as a fpecimen of an
affortment of goods in demand with the Indians. '

24 guns
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24 gons . 6o ruffled thirts 8 doz: gimblets .
600 lb. powder 25 hats © 2 doz. tob. tongs
6oo Ib. lead rooo flints 25 pairfhoes

25 pieces ftrouds 50 hoes 25 pair ftockings
go-pieces duffils 50 hatchets 25 pair buckles
30 blankets 5 1b. vermilion '

62 yar. ha. thick 10 doz. knives

The ftory of William Penn’s obtaining the grant of
Penfylvania is in this manner. Admiral Penn and ge-
-neral Venables were fent 1655 by Oliver Cromwellwith
* a confiderable fea and land force to reduce Hifpaniola in
the Spanith Weft-Indies, which they did not effe&t, but
* reduced the Spanith ifland now called Jamaica, which
remains in pofleflion of the crown of Great-Britain to
this day. Admiral Penn upon the reftoration became a2
royalift, was knighted, and commanded the Englith fleet
‘under the duke of York againft the Dutch, commanded -
- by admiral Opdam 1665. Admiral Penn’s fon, William
Penn, perhaps in iome whim, put himfelf at the head
of the quakers, and upon his petition to the king, in
confideration of his father’s fervices, and arrears due
from thecrown, he obtained a royal patent for the pro-
vince of Penfylvania, and a grant from the duke of
York, of the three lower counties on the weft fide of De-
laware bay and river, being part of New-Netherlands by
royal grant to the duke of York, his heirs and affigns.
This William Penn .was much in favour with king
James II, asbeing head of a confiderable body of fecta-
ries called Quakers ; by reafon of this particular counte-
nance, Mr. Penn was fufpeted to be a papift, and a jefuit
in the difguife of a quaker. At the revolution, upon fuf-
picion, king William deprived Mr. Penn of the privilege
of appointing a governor for Penfylvania, and col. Flet-
cher was appointed by the crown ; but upon Mr. Penn’s
vindication of himfelf, he was reftored to his right of go=
vernment ard continued to appoint lieutenant governors

or-deputies as formerly. .
X 2 Tbg
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The boundaries of the province and territories of Penfylvania,
rivers, and diftances of fome noted places..

The northern boundary of the province is in forty-
two-degrees parallel of - latitude, from Delaware river
(about twenty miles above the ftation point on Dela-
ware river, where the north eafterly divifional line be-
tween the provinces of New York and New-Jerfey be-
gins) weft, tothe extent of five degrees.in longitude,
:being about 250 Englifh ftatute miles ; thence in aline
parallel with the river of Delaware at five degrees longi-
tude weft from the faid river, to a parallel of latitude
fifteen miles fouth of the moft fouthern part of Phila-
_delphia, being about 153 miles ftrait courfe ; along this
parallel fifteen miles fouth of Philadelphia to the river
Delaware ——miles : thence up along Delaware river to
forty-two degrees north latitude, which in a ftrait ling
may be about 153 miles.

The territories of Penfylvania called the three lower
counties upon Delaware river are bounded eaftwardly by
Delaware river, from the north part of Newcaftle terri-
torial eircle, to cape Henlpen at the entrance of Dela-
-ware-Bay, about eighty miles ftrait, but much more as
the fhore or country roads run: fouthwardly and weft-
.wardly they are bounded as per agreement between lord
Baltimore of Maryland, and the Penns of Penfylvania,
-1732, and confirmed in the chancery of England, 1750,
-in thefe words, ¢ That a due eaft and weft line be run
. from cape Henlopen to the middle of the peninfula,
-¢¢ and the faid ftrait line to run from  the weftward
point thereof, northwards up the faid peninfula (and
above the faid peninfula, if it required) till it touch-
ed, or made a tangent, to the weftern .pért of the .
periphery of the faid twelve miles circle, and the faid
due fouth and north line to run from fuch tangent, till
it meets with the upper or more northern eaft and
well line, and the faid upper ealt and weft line to

“ begin
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<¢ begin from the northern pointorend of the faid fouth
¢ and'north line, and torun due weftward, (N. B. [¢]
< this 1% a-delineation of the fouth line of the province
<< of Penfylvania) at prefent crofs Sefquahanna river,:
< and twenty-five Englifh ftatute miles at leaft, on the-
<« weftern fide of the faid river, and to be fifteen Englith
¢ ftatute miles fouth of “the latitude of the moft
¢ fouthern part of the faid city of Philadelphia, were,
¢« and fhall, and fhould at all times for evet hereafter be
¢« allowed and efteemed to be the true and exaét limits
< ‘and bounds, between the faid province of Maryland,
¢« and the faid three lower counties of Newcaftle, Kent,
« and Suffex, and between the faid provinces of Mary-
¢¢ land and Penfylvania [r].” : L

As the controverfy of a long ftanding, concerning
boundaries, between Lord Baltimore of Maryland, and
the Penns of Penfylvania, has made much noife; we
thall infert a fhort abract of the fame, for the amufe-
ment of the curious.

Lord Baltimore’s royal grant of Maryland was about
fifty years prior to Mr. Penn’s grant of Penfylvania, but

[¢] In the furvey 1739, of the E.and W. divifional line (about
fifteen miles fouth of the fouthermoft part of the city of Philadelphia)
between Penfylvania and Maryland, the furveyors allowed a variation
of 5d. 30m. W. and found there was about one degree variation for
every twenty late years.

Ir] They mutually quit claim, viz. Charles lord Baltimore quits
claim to John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richard Penn, and their
heirs and afligns, all his pretenfions to the province of Penfylvania,
and the three lower counties of Newcaftle, Kent and Suffex, to be fo
bounded as aforefaid, free of all incumbrances by Cecilius baron of
Baltimore, great grand-father, Charles grand-father, Benedit fa-
ther to faid Charles, and by him the faid Charles, his heirs and
affigns. And on the other fide, John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Ri-
chard Penn, for themfelves and their heiss, quit claim unto Charles
lord Baltimore and his heirs, all their pretenfions to the province of
Maryland, to be fo bounded as aforefaid, free of all incumbrances, by
William Penn the grand-father, William Penn the father, Springet
Penn, William Penn the fon, John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard
Penn, theirheirs or affigns.

'Xg in
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In Baltimore’s grant there was an exception of lands therr .
belonging to the Dutch, which are at prefent the three
Jower counties upon Delaware river ; when Mr. Penn
took pofieffion he found one Dutch and three Swedifh
congregations. \

The grand difpute was concerning the conftruétion of
the expreflion forty degrees of latitude ; Maryland grant
1632, fays, to the forty degrees of latitude which Ma-
ryland’s fide of the queftion conftrue to._be to forty de-
grees compleat ; Penfylvania grant 1782, fays, to begin
at the beginning of the fortieth degree, - which the Pen-
fylvania fide conftrue to be juft after thirty-nine de-
grees is compleated [5]; thus there was a difpute of the
extent of one degree in latitude, or fixty-nine Englith
miles. .

Confidering Maryland grant was prior, and that the:
Maryland people had made confiderable improvements
by pofleflions, within that degree of latitude; the affair

-was compromifed {feemingly in favour of Maryland by a
written agreement May 10, 1732, as is above related :
and that in two calendar months from' that date, each
party fhall appoint commiffioners not more than feven,
whereof three or more of each fide may act or mark out
the boundaries aforefaid, to begin at fartheft fome time
in O&tober 1732, and to be compleated on or before the
twenty-fifth of December, 1733, and when fo done a
plan thereof fhall be figned, fealed, and delivered by the
commiflioners and their principals, and fhall be entered
in all the publick offices in the feveral provinces-and
counties ; and to recommend to the refpective legiflatures -
to pafs an act for perambulating thefe boundaries at leaft
once in three years.

The party defaulting, to pay the other party on
demand fix thoufand pounds fterling : accordingly the
commiffioners refpectively appeared, but upon fome
differences in opinion, the boundaries were not made in

[s] Thus in other affairs; forinflance in palitical computation, after
1700, it is called the eighteenth gentury, t
b & . (<]
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the time limited; the failure was in lord Baltimore’s
fide, who alledged that he had been deceived in fixing
_ cape Henlopen twenty miles fouth wefterly of the weftern’
cape of Delaware-Bay, whereas cape Henlopen is the
weftern cape itfelf; the Penns affirm, that the weftern
cape is cape Cornelius, and cape Henlopen is about four
hours fouthwardly of it, according to the Dutch maps
and defcriptions publithed about the time when lord Bal-
" timore obtained his grant. 4

Becaufe of nonpertormance, the Penns 1435 exhibit-
ed a bill in the chancery of Great-Britain again{t lord
Baltimore, praying that.the faid articles may be decreed
to fubfift and be carried into execution, and that any
doubts arifen may be cleared by the faid decree.

After tedious delays, at length May 15,.1750, lord
chancellor decreed cofts of fuit againft Baltimore, and
that the articles of May 10, 1732, be carried into exe-
cution ; and that before the end of three calendar months
from May 15, they fhould execute two feveral proper
inftruments for appointing commiffioners, not more than
feven of a fide ;. any three or more of a fide m;}y run and
mark the bpundaries, to begin fome time in November
next,. and to be compleated on or before the laft day of
April 1752, to be figned, &c, recorded, &c. andenacted,
&c. as per agreement of 1732 above related. Lord chan-
.cellor decreed concerning the late difputes, 1. That the
center of the circle be fixed in the middle of the town of
Newcaftle. 2. That the faid circle ought to be of a
radius of ¢welve Englifh miles. 3. That cape Henlopen
ought to be deemed as the place laid down in the maps
annexed to the articles of 1732. -

The commiffioners appointed by each - party met at
Newecaftle, Nov. 15, 17503 they agreed on a centerin
Newecaftle, from whence the twelve miles radi: are to

- proceed ; buta difpute arofe concerning the menfura-
tion of thefe twelve miles. Lord Baltimore’s commiffi-
oners alledged, that thefe miles ought to be meafured
fuperficially ; the Penns commiffioners alledged, chae

_ X 4 confidering
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confidering the various inequalities of the ground, fuch
radii could not extend equally, confequently from them
no true arch of acircle could be formed, and infifted
upon geometrical and aftronomical menfurations. Thus
the proceedings of the commiffionérs ftopt, and they
wrote to their refpective principals for further in-
ftruétions relating to that point, and adjourned to Apri]
25, 1751.

The confiderable rivers in Penfylvania are Delaware
(Schyl-Kill river falls into Delaware at Philadelphia)
and the Sefquahana. Delaware-Bay begins at Lewis’s
near cape Henlopen [#] ; from thence with the various
turnings of the bay and river or publick road to New-
caftle are about ninety-three miles; from Newcaftle to
Philadelphia are thirty-fivé miles; from Philadelphia to
Trent-town falls are thirty-five miles; thefe are the firft
falls in this river, and the tide reaches up {o high;
thefe falls are practicable, and the river navigable with
boats that carry nine or ten tons of iron forty miles
higher to Durham iron works; this river proceéds from
the weft fide of the Cat-kill mountains of the province of
New-York. From Trent-town falls, this river is pra-
Cticable upwards of 150 miles for Indian canoe naviga-
tion, feveral fmall falls or carrying places intervening.
Mr. W——d,alate noted vagrant enthufiaftick preacher
%urchafed a confiderable quantity of lands in the fork of

elaware river, about fifty miles above Trént-town falls,
for the education and civilizing of negroes, as he pre-
tended ; but as be could not anfwer the purchafe money,
he was obliged to relinquith it. All his {chemes were
ill proje&ted and ill founded: his grand church or
meeting-houfe in Philadelphia, by him declared to be
free to all chriftianitinerants, as he was a man of no pe-
netration, he was not capable of finithing it, and it was

-transferred to a fociety for propagating of literature, a

[#] At cape Henlopen 1748, the variation of the compafs was four
degrees weit decreafing, i

much
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much more laudable inftitution than that of propagating
nthuﬁafm, idlenefs and fanéified amours. His orphan
houle in Georgia in South-Carolina, in a barren infalu-
brious country, his firft proje&t, pretence’ for 1tmerant
begging, is almoft come to nothing. - T

The other confiderable river is «part of Sefquahana 3
fee vol. Il. p. 282. Its main branch comes from fome
ponds a little fouth of the Mohawks river in the pro-
vince of New-York ; from the head of this branch to the
falls below memg [#] there is no .obftruction, and
good Indian canoe navigation; and thence:to Paxton
are five or fix falls which may be thot pretty fafely with
a freth : this river has' many good branches for Indian
fkin trade, fome of thefe branches communicate with
the countries beyond the mountains. Sefquahana river:
is wide but fhallow. Delaware," Sefquahana, and Po-
tomack, are fordable by thc Indian traders in the fum-
mer-feafon.

‘The Indian traders fet out the bevmmng ofMay, and
continue three or four months out; they buy the fkins
not of the Indians, but of fettlers who deal with the |
Indians, called by the Dutch name of handelaars or tras
ders 5 they purchafe only with gold and ﬁlVer, and
carry their fkins in waggons to. Ph\ladelphla ; the toad
is about twenty miles below the foot of the blue moun-
tains. They travel from Philadelphia to Lancafter fixty
miles (Lancafter is ten miles eaft of Sefquaham river)
thence forty miles to Paxton or Harris’s ferry, thence
forty miles to Shippenfburg in the province of Penfyl-
vania, thence forty~ﬁve miles to Potomack' river (the
width of Maryland is here about twenty miles) which
divides Maryland from Virginia. A few miles weft
of Potomack: river in Virginia for fome years have been
ufed with good effe&, by bathing and drinking, fome
tcpld medicinal waters ; they have no mineral ta{’ce,

[u] About fifty miles below Wioming is th Tndian tribe of Shamo-
kin in the fork of Sefquahana, and about fifty mdes below Shamokin
}s Paxton or Harris's ferry,

4 and
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and do not offufcate the glafs like Briftol hot well
water. ,

In Penfylvania there is no real fea line excepting the .
weft fide of Delaware bay. The navigation of Phila-
delphia is almaft every winter ftopt up by ice for -
two or three months. The coaft of New-York, Jer-
feys, and Penfylvania is free from fhip-worms or te-
redines. Land winds blow almoft three quarters of
the year.

The Blue or Kittatinny mountains begin in Penfyl-
vania; are about 9oo miles in length and from feventy
to 100 miles acrofs, not in fcattered peaks, butin uni-
form ridges; the farther ridges are much the largeft
“and higheft. ~

Concerning Indian affairs.

1 thall here mention {ome additional obfervations con-
terning the Indians in general, and fome of their late
treaties with the Britith governments, particularly that
of Lancafter and Penfylvania, anno 1744, as confifting
of the greateft variety of articles negotiated with three
diftinét Britith provinces or colonies.

When tribes or nations of Indians go to war againft
one another, they feldom make it up (the Indians are
the moft implacable of mankind) but by the deftruétion

~of the one or the other fide, or by a flavith fubmiffion,
The Iroquois or Six nations of Mohawks, as we call
them, have for many years been at war (thefe wars are
only clandeftine incurfions with maffacres and depreda- -
tions) with the Catawbas and Cherokees; the Cherokees
and Six nations as being too diftant to annoy one ano-
ther much, have come to fome accommodation, but the
ftate of war with the Catawbas continues. '

The Penfylvanians never loft one man by any Frénch
or Indian war, but in perfonal broils and encounters per-
fons have loft their lives on both fides, -

The
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. The Mohawks by the Englifh give name toall the Six
nations, though the fmalleft of the tribes. The Tuf-
caroras are an adventitious tribe, being emigrants or
profugi in the North-Carrlina wars 1712 and 1716; they
were allowed to fettle by the ancient five confederate na-

* tions amongft them. .

For fome time paft, a kind of party divifion hath fub-
fifted among the Six nations: the Mohawks, Ononda-
gas and Sepecas formed one party ; the Oneidas, T'ufca-
roras and Cayugas the other party. '

The Six nations fay that the Delaware and Sefquahana

- Indians were conquered by them, and therefore have no
_ right to difpofe of lands. _ .

The Indian delexates at the congrefs of Lancafter
well obferved to the commiffioners from Virginia, Ma-
ryland, and Penfylvania; that what the Indians received
of them were goods foon perifhable, but what they .re-

-ceived. of the Indians were lands which endured for
_ever.

The Indians are fupplied by the Englith with provi-
fions coming and going in all treaties [x]. They have
their guns, hatchers, and kettles mended gratis.

In all congrefles the Indians approve of each article
by a Yo hah, the Englith ufe a huzza. »

The Indians ufe peculiar appellations for the governors

_ of the feveral provinces or colonies; for inftance, the
governors of Virginia are called affaragoa ; thofe of Pen.
fylvania, onas; thofe of Canada, onando; and lately
they have fixed the name of tocarry hogan (fignifying
excellent) for the governors of Maryland.

[x] In the Appendix to alate hiftory of the Five Indian nations, we

" have-a pleafant or ludicrous flory of this nature ; in the Lancafter con.

grefs with the Indians, 1744, the comm:flioners of Virginia, Mary-
land, and Penfylvania, having told che Indian delegates of the Six na- .

tions, that the king of Great-Britain had lac.ly bat the French both

by fea and land ; the'Indian delegates obler- ed, that in confgquence,

the Englith muft have taken a grear deal of runs from the French,

therefore you can the bette: fpare fome of tha: liquor, to make us re-

Joise with you in thefe viCtories, ‘
: We
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We may here obferve the great variety in the humours
of diftant nations; we fhall here inftance that of their
fpeech or words. In the Eaft-Indies and China, their’
words are generally monofyllables; in ‘the Weft-Indies
their words a-e generally polyfyllables of an uncouth
length 3 thus the Six nations at the Lancafter congrefs
fay, all the world knows, that they had conquered (con-
fequently their lands at our difpofal) feveral nations on
the back or weft fide of the great mountains of Virginia,
viz. the Conoy-uch-fuch-roona, Coch-now-was-roonon,
Tohoa-irough-roonon, and Conutfkin-ough-roonaw.

The Six nations by natural inclination are difpofed to
warlike enterprizes, and are never at peace with all their
neighbours.. In a fpeech at a congrefs with the Englith,
they faid, that if chriftians go to war againft one another,
they in time make peace together; but it is not fo with
the Indians.

The Indians when they pafs by a friendly. fort march
in a fingle line, and falute the fort by arunning fire.

Nanandagues is a {fecond fettlement of deferters from
the Six nations; they live near Montreal.

The Britith northern colonies are the frontiers and
defence of all other Britifh colonies, againft the warlike
robuft northern Indians. Thus it has in"all times been
in Europe and Afia; the hardy robuft Goths, (Getz of
Afia) Vandals, &c. from the northern climates, over.
run the effeminate, indolent, relaxed foutherly people
if not checked; the Indians of the higher latitudes in
North-America, and in Chili in South-America, make
a much better ftand againft the European intrufions, than

the Indians of Mexico and Peru, who live between or
near the tropicks. -

It is conjectured that fix hundred fighting men may be
afforded by the Indian fettlements on Sefquahana river
and its branches.

In all our’ northern colonies, there are or have been re-

ferved lands for feveral bodies or villages of intermixed
Indians,
Al
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Although the northern Indian tribes as to numbers
are contemptible, when compared with the European
nations, they ought to beé kept in a political awe to pre-
vent their fkulking incurfions and depredations upon
our frontiers when pufhed on by a rival European pow-
er; this cannot be done by ridiculous feints; for in-
ftance, when we tell the Indians in fome congrefs, asit
happened in 1746, thatall the united force of our colo-
nies with thips of war and foldiers from Great-Bri-
tain, are to mufter to reduce Canada, but foon after
nothing is done, or fo much as attempted ; thus we
lofe our credit with the Indians, and in fal, they
have impune infulted us ever fince, in Nova-Scotia
and New-England, at the inftigation of the Canada
French. = ,
* The Indians are a falfe but crafty people. In our
late war with the French nation and their American
colonies, feveral diftant tribes of Indians in expectation
of prefents, faid they would, though they really did not
defign it, relinquifh the French intereft; {uch were the
Shawanees town upon Ohio river, the Maflafegues near
Les Etroits between lake Erie and lake Huron, con-
‘fifting of five caftles or villages of about 800 men; and
.the Twightwees on the Oubeck riverina treaty at Lan-
cafter, July 1748.

The moft noted congrefs with the Indian delegates
“for many years, was that in June 1744, held at Lan-
“cafter in Yenfylvania, confifting of commiffioners from
_the three provinces of Penfylvania, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia, ‘concerning a great variety of articles, fuch as
‘quit-claiming large tralts of lands to thefe govern-
ments refpectively, and receiving prefents upon their

promife to affift the Britifh intereft in the war lately
.commenced againft the French. - SR

1. They confirmed to the proprietors of Penfylvania

all the lands each fide of Sefquahana river fo far north

as the Blue mountains., They fettled the affair of fome

Dclaware

*-
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Delaware Indians killing and robbing Mr. Armftrong,
a trader, and his two fervants. - . :
. 2. The Indians complain, that the Maryland and Vir-
ginia people had fettled fome land back of Virginia and
Maryland, without confent of the Six nations, or of
~ any purchafe made from them, which lands belong to
. the Six nations by their conqueft over the antient In.
dian poffeffors. Hereupon the Indians by an inftrument
in writing releafed all their lands in Maryland [y] to
the Maryland commiflioners for 300/. in goods valued
in Penfylvania currency ; we fhall here give this as an
inftance of the advance generally put by the Englifh upon
the Englith prime cofts of goods. ‘ :
Strouds from 5 to 7 /. Vermilion ~ gs
Shirts - 6s.  Flintsperm. . 18s
Half'thicks 3/ 135 44. Jews Harps per doz. 3s10d,
Duffil blankets 7/ Boxes perdoz.
Guns 1l 6s.  Barlead perct.wt 405
Barrel gunpowder 26/, Shot - " 405,
3. The commiffioners of Virginia gave the Indians -
~ 200/. Penfylvania currency in goods, and 200/. in gold,
as a confideration for their deed, recognizing the king
of Great-Britain’s right to all the lands that are or fhall
be by his majefty’s appointment in the colony of Virgi-
nia; and the Indians defire that they may have a further
confideration when the fettlements increafed much far-
ther back, which the commiffioners agreed to. - The Six
Indian nations complain, the treaty above twenty years
fince made at Albany was not obferved, viz. the middle
or ridge of the hill on the back of Virginia was fixed as
a boundary between the Indians who live upon the referv-
ed lands in Virginia, and the Indians of the Six nations, -
Another article was to fettle an Indian road to pafs fouth-
ward on the back of Virgiria. Another article was to

[7) About 100 years fince, the Sefquahana or Conaftagoe Indians,
by treaty granted allthe land now poffefled by the people of Maryland
to them and their heirs from Pataxen river onthe weft fide of Chefepeak-
Bay, and from Choptank river on the ¢aft of the faid bay. b
: , C ury
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bury in oblivion, a fkirmifh which happened in the back
parts of Virginia, between fome of the Virginia militia
there, and a party'of the Indian warriors of the Six na-
tions ; upon this account the commiffioners of Virginia
prefented the Indians with goods to the value of 1007
fterl. , :

4. As the French about this time were declaring war
againft Great-Britain; to retain the Six nations in the
Britifh- intereft, after a proper fpeech to the Indians,
" Penfylvania made them a prefent in goods to the value of

300/, Penfylvania currency : Virginia gave them goods
to the value of 100/, fterl. and 100/ in gold, with a
defire that they would fend fome of their children to be
educated in Virginia, who might ferve as interpreters in

times to come: the Indians anfwered, that they were
.not inclined to bring their children up to learning : the
commiffioners of Maryland prefented the Indians with
100/, in gold.

There are frequent congrefies of the Britith provinces
with their neighbouring tribes or nations of Indians, ef- -
pecially of the provinces of New-York and Penfylvania
with the Six nations of Iroquois or Mohawks, to re-
tain the Indians in the Britifh intereft; thefe have a
good effe®, though generally they are only 2 piece of
formality with this conclufion, that the Indians were
pleafed with their prefents and promifed fidelity : fome-
times affairs of confequence are tranfacted. Thus at Al--
bany in Auguft and September 1746, there was a treaty
between governor Clinton and the council of the province

- of New-York, with commiffioners from the province of
Maffachufetts-Bay, on theone part, and the Six united
nations of Indians depending upon the province of
New-York on the other part; to engage thefe Indians
in the Britith intereft, againft our enemies the French,
to be affifting in the expedition againft Canada, to be
furnithed with arms, ammunition, cloathing, and pro-

vifions, and in their abfence their wives and children to
. . : be-
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- be taken'care of. 1749, Middle of Auguft, there arrived
in Philadelphia the deputies of many different nations,
in order totranfact fome affairs with the goverriment..
‘The deputies were of the Mohawks, Oneidas, Ononda-
gas, Cayugas, Tufcaroras, Senecas, Shawanees, Nan-
ticokes, Delawares, Mohagins, and Turlos ; the whole
number of Indians arrived 1n Philadelphia, women and
children included, were about 260. .

Concerning the city and port of Philadelphia, the numbers of
the Inbabitants in the province and territories of Penfyl-
vania. )

Mor. Penn’s charter ereting Philadelphia (lying be-
tween Delaware and Schuyl kill rivers,) into a corpora-
tion and city, is figned in Philadelphia, by William Penn,
O&ober 25, 1701, the thirteenth year of the reign of
king William the third, and the one and twentieth year
of my government, to confift of a mayor, recorder,
theriff, and town clerk, eight aldermen-and twelve com-
mon council men,, by the name of the mayor and com-
monalty of the city of Philadelphia; the firft fet to be ap-
pointed by Mr. Penn; and yearly thereafter on the firft
day of the third we¢k in the eighth month, the corpo-
ration to meet, the inayor or recorder prefent with five
or more of the aldermen, and nine or more of the com-
mon council, to chufe one of the aldermen to be mayor
for that enfuing year, and to fill up vacancies of alder-
men and common council; all officers. to take the de-
clarations and profeflions direted in the provincial
charter. 'The mayor, recorder and aldermen, to be-
Juftices of the peace and of oyer and terminer; any four
or more of them (whereof the mayor and recorder to be
two) to hear all cafes capital or otherwife criminal, and
with the fheriff and town clerk to hold a court of record
quartecly for determining of pleas and other matters.
The mayor and recorder fhall be of the quorum of the
Juftices of the county courts, quarter feffions, oyer. and

f terminer
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terminer and goal delivery in the faid county of Phila-
delphia ; and fhall have power to take cognizance of debts
. there according to the ftatute of merchants, and of
attion burnel.  The mayor to appoint the clerk of the
market. Thefheriffto be the water bailiffof the province.
The corporation have powerto remove any officerof their
own for mifbehaviour. No meeting fhall be deemed a
common council unlefs the mayor, recorder, at leaft
three of the aldermen, and nine of the common council,
be prefent ; a power to admit freemen into the corpora-
tion, to make by-laws for the government of the city, to
impofe fines for the ufé of the corporation; none to be
admitted freemen, butfuch as have been refident in the
city for two years, and thall have an eftate of inheritance
or freehold therein worth fifty pounds in money. To
have two market days every week, the fourth and fe-
venth day, two yearly fairs (each to continue three days)
May 16, and November 16. Philadelphia fhall be a port
- 'comprehending all creeks and landings of the province.
The fitvation of Philadelphia is bad, being at the con-
flience of two large freth water rivers,” Delaware and
. Schuyl-kill, which renders their people obnoxious to
pleuritick, peripneumonick, dyfenterick, and intermit-
ting fevers ; communibus annis, in proportion, they bury
‘near double the number of people that are buried in
Bofton of New-England. It is well planned or laid out,
in a plain, confifting of cight long ftreets of two miles,
‘and fixteen crofs ftreets of one mile each, at right angles,
- with proper fpaces for publick buildings. Aswe obferved
before, the long ftreets were laid out with much exact-
‘nefs 1682. N. 18d. E; and anno 1742, in fome law
- controverfies, Mr. Parfons {furveyor general of Penfyl-
“ vania, found them to be 15d. E. which is a difference
*of three degreesin fixty years, decreafing.
Philadelphia is nearly in 40d. N. lat. and about five
“hours or 75 d. weft of London. In the{pring 1749, the
" dwelling houfes in Philadelphia, in curiofity were num-
bered by twelve perfons, who each undertooka part ; pub-
Vou. Il D S lick
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lick buildings, ware-houfes, and out-houfes not included,;
in the feveral wards, they were as follows, in all 2076.

South fuburbs 150 { High-ftreet ward 147
Dutch ward 245 | North ward 196
- Walnut ward 104 | Mulberry ward 488
South ward 117 | Upper Delawareward 109
Cheftnut ward 110 { LowerDelaware ward 110
Middle ward 238 | North fuburbs 62

There were eleven places of publick religious worthip,
viz. one church of England, two prefbyterians, two
quakers, one baptift, one Swedifh manner, one Dutch
Lutheran, one Dutch Calvinift, one Moravian, one Ro-
man catholick.

I thall here interfperfe fome account of a laudable
academy in Philadelphia [2], with a publick-fpirited de-
fign of encouraging literature ; that is, political and na-
tural knowledge; fome good deferving gentlemen, by
voluntary fubfcriptions, promife to pay annually for five
years, in proportion to each fubfcription; which fum
1n grofs may amount to 5000 /. Penfylvania currency.
The fubfcribers elect out of their numbers fifteen truftees
to manage the ftock, appoint mafters with their falaries,
make vifitations, &c. At prefent they have three mafters
and one ufher; the firlt mafter is called re€or, with an
ufher under him, he teaches latin in all its gradations,
‘even from the rudiments if required, with a falary of
200 /. Penfylvania currency per ann. befides the per-
quifites from his {cholars, which is twenty fhillings en-
trance, and four pound per annum for each boy’s ichool-
dng: his ufher has fixty pound per ann. with {fome per-

-quufites of {chooling fees. There is an Englifh {chool-
mafter at an allowance of 150/. per ann. befides perqui-
fites from his fcholars at the fame rate with the latin
fchool. A mathematical and writing mafter in the fame
perfon, allowed 100/ per ann. with perquifites from

Icholars as the other mafters have, The boys at this time
(May 1751) are from fixty to feventy, increafing confi-

[z]. As this is a kind of common-place, the reader may excufe my
deviating from the ftrict formal ftiff rules of fome pedantick hiftorians.

derably



Ster. XIV, Of PENSYLVANIA, 323

derably. ‘The Englith mafter teaches in fome manner
grammatically to conftrue fentences, to point out the
verb with its proper antecedents and relations., The
have purchafed at a cheap rate, a fine commodious build-
ing; 1t is that meeting houfe upwards of 100 feet long
and feventy feet wide, built in the enthufiaftick times of
Whitefield. The truftees at the beginning were chiefly
prefbyterians of the new-light kind, but 1n a few years
one half of them became Moravians, and a difpute arofe
amongft them, which party thould eftablith a minifter,
but as the prefbyterians had it originally, they kept it
to the laft : this divifion fubfifting, and the workmen not
above half paid, both fides agreed to difpofe of it for
the ufe above-mentioned, and the workmen were paid
off. The fubfcribers and their truftees hope before the
expiration of the five years, to fall on ways and means
to render it perpetual ; they have applied to the chief
proprietor Thomas Penn, Efq. torender it perpetual,
begging his affiftance and countenance; but it feems
Mr. Thomas Penn had in view the eftablithment of fuch
a feminary, entirely on his own foundation, but not in
the city; therefore its doubted whether he may ingraft
his {cheme with this, or purfue his firft intentions.
There is little or no hopes of receiving any encourage-
ment from the publick legiflature, the majority of the
affembly being Quakers, who have a large publick
ftock of their own for fuch a purpofe, and have finithed
a good commodious houfe of their own for a fchool;
the preceptor is a Quaker, with 100/, fterl. per ann.
befides fees for teaching ; he is to teach twelve of the
poorer fort gratis [a]. :
- That the reader may make fome eftimate of the pro-
portions of the various fetaries in Philadelphia, I fhall
{a] As Iformerly mentioned, vol. IL. p. 283. in New- Jerfey there is
a college lately ereted by governor Belcher, with ample charter privi-
leges, but without any fupport from the publick; they depend entirely
on donations and benefaftions, exceptingthat by means of a lottery they
raifed from 1000/ to 1 200, to make a beginning ; a fixed place has been
much controverted. They have aldivinity profeffor, a profeffor of natural
philofophy, and a mafter of a gram;var fchool, all poorly provided for,

2 here



324 Brrrisu Settlements in America.  Part IL

here obferve that in the laft fix months of 1'7 50, there
were buried in Philadelphia,

Swedes 13 Dutch Lutherans 28
Prefbyterians 26 Dutch Calvinifts 39
Baptifts 9 Roman catholicks 15

Quakers 104 »

Burials for the twelve months of 1750, Chrift church
parith, church of England 129. Negroes 84. .

Anno 1751, in Philadelphia were eftimated about
11,000 whites, 600 blacks. In the province of Pen-
fylvania and its territories, no regular eftimate can be -
made of the inhabitants, becaufe there is no po}l tax,
nor any militia lift allowed for alarums, or common train-
ings, asin the other colonies, to form eftimates by. .

‘There is only one cuftom-houfe colle&ion in the pro- -
per province of Penfylvania, called the port of Phila-
delphia ; to form {ome notion of the extent of its trade
and navigation, I have inferted the following table by
way of a {pecimen of what may be compofed for each -
cuftom-houfe port in Britith North-America, from the
cuftom-houfe quarterly account fent home.

Delaware river or the port of Philadelphia is generally
frozen up, and has no navigation in the months of Ja-
nuary and February.

The following is an account of entries and clearances of w[els
at Philadelphia, from March 2, 1748-9, to December

255 1749. :

Entered inwards, from Cleared out, for
Antigua 12 Antigua ' 14
Anguilla 5 Auguftine . 3
Augutftine 4 - Amboy 2
Amboy ' 3 Anguilla 3
Barbadoes "~ 29 Barbadoes 22
Bofton- - 39 Bofton ~ 41
Briftol . 1 Bermudas 7
Bermudas 11 Cadiz . 2
Cadiz - 5 Cape-Breton 1
Cagliaria 2 Curacoa 6

Chebucto
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Entered inwards, from
Curacoa ‘
Cowes 21
Deal
Glafgow
Hifpaniola
Havanna
Ireland
Jamaica
Lifbon
Liverpool
Y;ondon
Lewis-town
Madeira
Maryland
New-York 1
North-Carolina
Nantucket
New-London
Portfmouth
Plymouth
Providence
Rhode-Ifland 2
South-Carolina 1
St. Chriftophers
St. Euftatia
" Salem
Turks-Ifland
“Tortola
Teneriffe
Virginia
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Inall 303
In the above lift, 1s

Ships 62

Brigs 72 -

Snows
Schooners
Sloops

25

25

12

Total 303

Of PENSYLVANTIA,
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Cleared out, for '
Chebu&o .

Fiall

Ireland

Jamaica

Lifbon

London
Lewis-town
Madeira 1
Maryland
Newfoundland
New-York
North Carolina’
Nantucket
New-London
Providence
Rotterdam '
Rhode-Ifland
South-Carolina
St. Chriftophers
Surinam

St. Euftatia
Salem

Teneriffe
Virginia

‘Weft. Indies

. ’ [SER
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(SIS
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-

Inall 2—9_;

In this lift, 1s
Ships 4
Brigs 68
Snows 26
Schooners . 21
Sloops 112
Total 291

There are now remaining
in the harbour, 19 fhips, 9
fnows, 8 brigs, 2 fchoon-
ers, and 1 floop. In all 39.
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* Asin the province of Penfylvania, there is no poll tax
nor any militia incorporated and regulated; we can
give no eftimate of their numbers of whites and flaves
by proportional calculations.

There never was any militia within this colony on a
legal eftablifhment; what not long ago appeared and
made fuch a thow by their numbers, were only volun-
teers commiffioned by the governor. The Quakers have
always been about three quarters of the affembly, though
in number perhaps not exceeding one quarter of the
people; the Quakers artfully perfuade the Dutch and
Germans, that'if they chufe others than Quakers for
their reprefentatives, they would immediately have a
militia law impofed on them, which would fubject them
to greater {lavery, than what they fuffered in their own
country. ) ,

This colony by importation of foreigners and other
ftrangers in very great numbers, grows prodigioufly ; by
their laborious and penurious manner of living, in confe-
quence they grow rich where others ftarve, and by their
fuperior induftry and frugality may in time out the Bri-
tith people from the colony. The greateft year of im-
portation of Germans, Irith, afew Welth and Scots, was
from December 25, 1728, to December 25, 1729, be-
ing about 6200 perfons. In the year 1750, Germans
imported into this province and territories, were 43173
Britifth and Irifh paflfengers and fervants above 1000.

‘We omitted to obferve, that fome Palatines who came
over to New-York by queen Anne’s bounty, 1707, in
the province of New-York, were not allowed a fuf-
ficient encouragement of quantities of land; and by en-
couragement of Sir William Keith governor of Penfyl-
vania, they removed to Penfylvania.

‘The numbers of foreigners, principally Germans, im-
ported into this province or colony, in the courfe of
about twenty five years laft paft, has been fo exceffive;
thatif it is not limited by a provincial a&, or by the
dernier refource, an a& of the Britith parliament, the -

| provinge
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province and territories of Penfylvania may foon dege-

nerate into a foreign colony, endangering the quiet Cof
~ our adjacent colonies,

The legiflature.
~ In the colony are only two negatives in the legiflature,
the governor and houfe of reprefentatives, . called the af-
fembly The council fo called, is only the proprietor’s
council to the proprietor’s governor, but not a king’s
council; they have no concern in the legiflature other-
ways than by advifing the governor in his 1 negative. The
alts of legiflature run thus; ¢ Be it enaéted by the ho-
‘¢ nourable ——— Efq. lieutenant governor of the pro-
¢ vince of Penfylvania, and of the countiesof Newcaftle,
¢ Kent and Suffex on Delaware river; by and with the
¢ confent of the reprefentatives of the trcemen of the
~¢¢ faid province, in general affembly met.’

The governor of Penfylvania is only the proprietary
Penn’s deputy, and is ftiled lieutenant governor and his
honour; his falary in late years has been per annum
1000 /. currency out of the excife duty for the province
of Penfylvania, and 200/. per ann. from the territories
called the three lower counties. By act of parliament,
all lieutenant governors or deputies nominated by lords
proprietors, or prmcxpal hereditary governors of Britifh
colonies in North-America, muft have the royal appro-
bation.

The proper province of Penfylvania was at firlt di-
vided into the three counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, and
Chefter, each fending eight reprefentatives to the affem-
bly; about twenty years Cfince was added the county of
Lanca&er, {ending four repre['entatwes, and lately an
addition is made of two new counties back inland, by the
names of York and Cumberland; they are allow ed only
two members each; with two reprefentatives from the
city of Phlladelphla, making thirty-four reprefentatives,
which compofe the houfe of aﬁ'cmbly The q :altfication
for an eleor or elefted, is a tfreeman refident in the

Y 4 couairy
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country for two years, and worth in real or perfonal
eftate, or both jointly, the value of fifty pounds their
currency, which if required, is to be declared upon oath
or affirmation.

The three lower counties on Delaware river called the
territories, are a diftinét jurifdition, and their affembly
of reprefentatives confifts of fix members from New-
caftle county, fix from Kent, and fix from Suffex coun-
ties, in all eighteen members. ( ‘

Their general affemblies are annually elective on the
firft day of the month of Oétober. The reprefentatives
are not by towns or parifh elections (Philadelphia except-
ed) as in New-England colonies, butby county elections.
Penfylvania proper, called the province, for many years,
confifted of only three counties called the upper coun-
ties, viz. Buckingham county, chief town Briftol, nearly
over-againft Burlington of the Jerfeys; Philadelphia
county, chief town Philadelphia, in about forty d. N.
lat. and Chefter county, chief town Chefter,. about fif-
teen miles (on the river) below Philadelphia; and a few
years fince was made the inland county of Lancafter,
chief town Lancafter; lying both fides of Sefquahana
river; and very lately two more inland counties, York
and Cumberland. The territories are called the three
lower counties on Delaware river, viz. Newcaitle county,
chief town Newcaitle, about thirty-five miles below Phi-
ladelphia; Kent county, chief town Dover; and Lewis
county, chief town Lewis or Hore-kill, near cape Hen-
lopen of Delaware bay.

Courts of judicature.

Jurles areall returned by the fheriif, excepting in par-
ticular cafes, but not often, when there may be a ftruck
jury by confent of parties, and that muft be in the pre-
fence of one of the judges, the fheriff, and the parties.

The theriffs and coroners are annually elected at the
{ame time with the reprefentatives, by a county eletion;

the people elet two foreach office, out of which the go-
i vernor
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vernor chufes one, who in the fame manner may be re-
elected for three years running, but after three years,
cannot be re-elected, but by the intervention of three
years out of office, and then 1s capable of a new eletion.
- Juttices of the peace, are all of the governor’s appoint-
ing; and fit in quarter feflions, conformable to the laws
and inftitutions of England.

The judges of the common pleas are the juftices of
the peace in each refpettive county; when the quarter
feflions are finithed, they continue to fit in quality of the
judges of common pleas by commiffion from the gover-
nor. Their prefent times of fitting are,

For the county of Philadelphia, at Philadelphia, the
firft Monday in March, June, September, and December.

For the city of Philadelphia, the mayor’s courts are
the firt Tuefday in January, April, July, and laft Tuef-

~-day in October. '

For the county of Buckingham, or Bucks, at New-
Town (eleven miles weft from Briftol) on the eleventh
day following the courts of Philadelphia county.

For the county of Chefter, at Chefter, the laft Tuef-
day in May, Auguft, November, and February.

For the county of Lancafter, at Lancafter, firft Tuef-
day in February, May, Auguft, and November.

For the county of Suffex, at Lewes, the firft Tuefday
in‘February, May, Auguft, and November.

For the county of Kent, at Dover, the fecond Tuefday
of the laft faid months. .

For the county of Newcaftle, at Newcaftle, the third
Tuefday of the faid months.

The fupreme court confifts of a chief juftice and two
affiftant judges commiflioned by the governor: they
have all the authority of the King’s Bench, Common-
Pleas, and court of Exchequer in England, in the words
of the provincial law ; they notonly receive appeals, but
all caufes once commenced in the interior courts, after éhe

rit
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firft writ, may be moved thither by a habeas corpus,
certiorari, writs of error, &c. ' )

The judges of this fupreme court have allo a ftanding
and diftin& commiffion, to hold as to them fhali feem
needful, courts of oyer and terminer, and. general goal
delivery throughout the province, and are juftices of the
Ppeace in every county. '

The fupreme courts in Penfylvania are held at Phila-
delphia, the tenth day of April, and the twenty-fourth
day of September.

There 1s an officer called the regifter general, for the
probate of wills and granting letters of adminiftration,
- whofe authority extends all over the province, but exes
cuted by a deputy in each refpective county, except at
Philadelphia, where he is obliged torefide himfelt. He
or his deputies, in cale of any difpute or caveat entered,
may call two of the juftices of the peace to affift him in
giving decifions. The authority of this officer, and of all
the others abovementioned, is founded on aéts of affem-
bly, impowering the governor to commiffion and appoint
fuch as feem to him qualified for that purpofe.

The court of vice-admiralty, is, asin the other colo-
nies, by commiffion from the admiralty in England.

The jufticiary court of admiralty, is, asin the other
colonies, by commiffion under the broad feal of England,
fome of the neighbouring provinces being included in
one and the fame commiffion; the judges are the gover-
nors, councils, captains of men of war, principal officets
of the cuftoms, and fome juftices of the peace.

The prefent taxes, or provincial revente.

This confifts of, 1. Excife, which is thirty thillings
per pipe of wine, and four pence per gallon of rum fold
in publick houfes; may amount to about 300¢/. currency;
it would be much more if properly collefted. 2. The
intereft money of their paper currency let out by the

loan
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loan office on land fecurity, which may be about 5000 /.

er ann. Thefe two articles have hitherto been fufficient
to pay the governor, and other officers of the govern-
ment, to defray the charges of treaties and prefents to

the Indians, and in general for all publick charges what-
foever. ‘

Moreover there is in each refpeétive county, a county
tax towards their courts of juftice, high-ways, bridges,
&c. and a poortax. Yearly at the fame time with the
elettion of reprefentatives in each county, are elected
fix affeffors, and three others, called a court of delegates ;
thefe delegates are to fit and receive appeals from peo-
ple who think themfelves aggrieved in their affefiments.
The affeflors without any turther enquiry, by the af-
fiftance of the former year’s books, make what judgment
they think proper of every man’s eftate and faculty, and
rate them from two pence to three pence in the pound;
they cannot go higher by law. Here, as every where, the
affeffed are under rated ; thus a perfon in truth worth
10,000 I. is returned upon their lift worth from 200/, to
300/. and to pay two pence in the poynd ; thus this tax
falls heavieft upon the lower fort of people.

Produce, manufactures, trade, and navigation.

Their produce is all forts of Britifh grain of the bread
kind, Indian corn, buck wheat, hemp, and flax; flax
feed is a confiderable exportation to Scotland and Ireland;
fome tobacco, and bees-wax.

This may be called a grain or corn country, and
adapted to flax and hemp.

They manufatture wheat into flour, and flour into
bifket; the largeft branch of their export is flour, which
bears a better price abroud, than that of New-York.
Five bufhels of wheat yicld about one hundred and three
quarters merchantabie flour ; the garnel or fecond flour

pays
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pays for catk and all other charges. They manufacture
their barley into malt, and malt into beer and ale for ex-
port. : '

The Irith manufadture confiderably of [4] linen cloth
for fale, befides for home confumption; perhaps in this
country, the farmers, that is, the hufbandmen, make
nine tenths of all their wearing apparel.

At prefent the flax-feed from Penfylvania, Jerfey,
New-York, Connecticut, and other parts of New-Eng-
land, anfwers better at home, in cultivation, than what
has been imported for many years from Holland.

Befides the above-mentioned commodities of exporta-
tion, the Penfylvania Indian traders purchafe deer-fKins
-and a few furs from the Indians of Delaware and Sefqua-
hana rivers, and from the handelaars, back of Mary-
land and Virginia; they export confiderably iron in
pigs, bars, and pots: fhip building, but their oak is
not durable: cordage, linfeed-oil, ftarch, foap, candles;
fome beef, pork, butter, ftaves, heading and hoops,
walnut logs and plank. N

[4] Concerning the Britith confumption of linen cloth, we may ob-
ferve, 1. Thatthe linen cloth ftampt in Scotland for fale is very much
upon the increafe, asappears by eftimates made in the following periods.
N. B, The cloth at a medium is valued at eight pence to eleven pence
fterl. per yard.

Years Yards L.

1729, 2,183,978 value 103,312 flerl,
1739, 4,801,537 _ 196,068
1749, 7,360,286 322,045

2, Irithlinen imported into England for feven years from Chriftmas
1741, to Chriftmas 1748, as per cuftom-houfe books, ata medium, is
about fix millions of yards per ann. 3. Befides all thefe, the Britith
demand or imports of foreign linen is about thirty millions of yards per
ann. Here is a large field of encouragement for our northern American
colonies, proper for the production of flax and hemp, to fuperfede this
large importation of German linen ; this cannot be effected, butbya great
encouragement of our grain and pafture colonies to lower the too great-
plantation.price of labour, and the better manuring of their lands.

The
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- The commodities imported for confumption and re-
exportation, are dry goods from Great-Britain; wines
" from Madeira, and the other wine iflands; falt from
Great-Britain, France [¢], Spain, Lifbon, Mediterranean,
and Weft-India iflands; from the Weft-Indies or fugar
iflands and other colonies, fugar, rum, molafles, cotton,
indigo, coffee, dying woods, mahogany plank, &c. from
the Spanifh coaft and Carolinas, hides, rice, pitch, tar,
turpentine, &c. they import many black or horned cattle
far and near, from South-Carolina fouthward, and from
300 miles weftward, and from the Jerfeys. :
Moft of the Dutch hufbandmen have ftills, and draw
a fpirit from rye malted, from apples and peaches.
There may. be from 7000 to 8ooo Dutch waggons with
four horfes each, that from time to time bring their pro-
duce and traffick to Philadelphia; from ten to 100 miles
diftance. ' oo
Their navigation may be diftinguifhed into fmall craft,
- that keep within the capes, and only bring produce to
market : as the produce of Penfylvania reaches only fifteen
miles below Philadelphia, moft of this fort of trade is
carried on from the three lower counties on the weft fide
of the great river of Delaware, -and all the Weft- Jerfeys
which lie along the caft fide of thatriver: thefe are not
comprehended in the cuftom-houfe entries and clearances
of the port of Philadelphia. co
To illultrate the gradual increafe of the trade of the
port of Philadelphia, we obferve, that anno 1736, the
entries were 212, clearances 215 veflels; a little before
the late French war, anno 1742, entries were 230,
‘clearances 281. The pumber of* veflels cleared from

[c] By an a& of parliament for the encouragement of the fithery
1727, f{alt is allowed to be imported in Penfylvania, from any part of
Europe. There is a like act of parliament for the encouragement of the
suring of fith in New-York. “Though there may bea miftake inalledging
the fitheries of New-York and Penfylvania, becaufe there are no filh
cured there; yet in fundry other things it may be beneficial. 1 ‘
that
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that port for twelve months preceding March 12, 1750-1,
is 3583 thofe that were bound to the northward of Dela-
ware capes; viz. to New-York, Rhode-Ifland, Bofton
with its out ports, Halifax, and Newfoundland, make
about ninety of that number; to Virginia, Maryland,
North and South-Carolina, and Georgia, about twenty-
» nine; the remainder fail for Europe and the Weft-India
fugar iflands and colonies ; the craft that go to the fouth-
ward, Virginia, Maryland, &c. are of no great value,
but thofe which go to the northward, efpecially to Bofton
and Rhode-1fland, are generally of more value than the
veflels that go to the Weft-Indies, fome -of them carry
from 500 to 600 barrels of bread and flour.

They build about twenty, or upwards, veflels that go
to {ca from Philadelphia.

The cuftom-houfe officers in this colony, have the
largeft falaries of any in North-America: the collector

. of the port of Philadelphiais a patent officer ; in the pro-
per province this is the only collection; in the territories
called the three lower counties are two colleétions, New-
caftle and Lewes.

I cannot account for the many cuftom-houfe col-
leCtions upon the river of Delaware ; there are two on the
Jerfey fide, and three on the Penfylvania fide: excepting
the cuftom-houfe of Philadelphia, the others are nominal
and fine-cures, and might have been called branches and
creeks of Philadelphia: befides ufual officers, there is on
the Penfylvania fide, an extraordinary officer who may be
called a comptroller general, a riding officer to examine
and fign the accounts of the refpetive collectors,

- Before any bills of publick credit were emitted, the
currency of Penfylvania was proclamation money, a heavy
piece of eight was fix fhillings in denomination ; but by
the emiffions of publick credit bills [4], as in all the co-

{4] The publick bills of credit in the plantations were called a paper
currency, becaufe they were transferable; and in feveral of the colo-
nies enatted to be a tender in law.

lonies,
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lonies, who went into a paper currency, their denomina-
tions were depreciated, and at prefent a dollar or weighty
 piece of eight pafies for {even fhillings and fixpence deno-

mination ; but by the good management of their paper
loan office, the intrinfick value of their denominations, has
not beendepreciated farther. The intereft of this loan mo-
ney produces about 5000/, currency per ann. which with
the 3000 /. excife, defrays the charges of government.

Their firft emiffion of a paper currency was about twenty-
feven years ago.

Religious fetaries.

The various plantarion fectaries have been already men-
tioned, in a general digreffion in the fection of Rhode-
Ifland; but as the Moravians and Dumplers are peculiar
to this colony, whatis further to be. obferved concerning
them, is here inferted.

In vol. 1. p. 155, we mentioned that the Moravians
had lately obtained a Britifh act of parliament indulging
‘them in many things; particularly, that their affirmation,
quaker-like, fhall be equivalent to an oath, but with fome
reftri¢tions. There are about 8§00 to goo Moravians who
have already tranfported themfelves to this colony, ,
and many more may be expected, becaufe fince the paf-
fing the a&t of parliament in their favour, the feveral tole-
rations they had in Germany, Holland, and Denmark,
are taken from them: the reafons for fo doing, I have not
as yet learned ; but by ediéts, their books, hymns, and
publick worfhip, are ordered to be fupprefled.

Invol. II. p. 150, we mentioned a branch of the Ger-
man Anabaptifts called Dumplers: they are generally ig-
norant people, but fome of their heads are not fo; for
inftance, Peter Miller, a German, writes elegantly in
Latin upon religion and mortification: they have a
printing prefs, and are continually printings; they are
very curious in writing fine, and delight much in fcrolls
of writing on religious fubjeéts, ftuck up in their halls
and cells; the initial letters are beautifully illuminagex};l)

witl
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with blue, red, and gold, fuch as may be feen in old
monkifh manufcripts. '

- Tam again fallen into the difagreeable fubject (where of-
fence to fome or many is uhavoidable) of fetaries or par-
ties in religious affairs: what here follows was defigned
for the Appendix ; but as I now find that a long Appen-
dix containing many loofe, not connected matters, may
be tedious to the reader;-I fhall in the feveral. fetions
following, occafionally interfperfe many things defigned
for the Appendix. :

Some years fince, viz. 1722, there was a confiderable
feceffion in the S. W. parts of Connetticut, of congre-
gationalift minifters and candidates, to better themfelves
in livings by church of England miffions: from this
incident, there has lately been revived a fophiftical dif-
pute, whether the eftablithed old congregationalift mi-
nifters, or the late new converts, church of England mif-
fionaries, are to be deemed the Separatifts. The deci-
fion feems to be eafy, by relating only matters of fact.
By a fundamental, in the articles of union, 1707, of
England and Scotland, the church of England in exprefs
plain words, is declared to be eftablifhed in all the Eng-
lith plantations; but this feems to be only as to church
government, and that only amongft the people of the
church of England : the other fectaries can have no ec-
clefiaftical jurifdiGtion even amongft themfelves, as ap-
_ pears by the annexed determinaton of the lords juftices
anno 17253 but in their various modes of worfhip

(Roman catholicks excepted) all chriftian profeffions are
‘tolerated in perpetuity, and in as ample manner, as if
they were churches eftablithed by law. If any fects which
prevail in the legiflature of any colony, impofe upon the
other feCtaries, they are checked by the king in council,
all the colonies being under the immediate infpection- of
theking in council. We here infert the annexed cafe of the
act of the affembly of Conneicut, againft quakers, &c.

I ‘ A trae
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A true copy of a letter from their excellencies the lords
jufbices, to the hon. W—e—eex Deeere, Efq. Feute-

nant governor of bis majc_’/iy s province of the Ma]a-
chufetts-Bay.

Whitehall, October 7, 1725.
Sigr, ‘
« HE lords juftices being informed from fuch
« good hands, as make the truth of this advice
¢« not to be doubted, that at a general convention of mi-
< nifters, from feveral parts ot his majcfty’s province of
« the Maffachufetts-Bay, at Bofton, on the 27th of May
«¢ laft, a memorial and addrefs was framed, direGed to
¢ you as lieutenant governor and commander | in chief,
¢« and to the council and houfe of reprefentatives then
<« fitting, defiring that the general aflembly would call
¢« the feveral churches in this province to meet by their
<« paftors and meflengers, in a {fynod ; which memorial
¢« and addrefs, being accordingly prefented by fome of
¢ the faid mlmﬁers, in the name, and at the defire of the
<¢ faid convention, was confidered in council, the third
<« of June following, and there approved ; but the houfe
<« of reprefentatives put off the confideration of it to the
<« next feflion, in which the council afterwards concurred.

<¢ Their excellencies were extremely furprifed, that no
<« account of {o extraordinary and important a tranfattion
<« thould have been tran{mitted by you, purfuant to an
¢ article in your inftru&ions, by which you are directed
« upon all occafions, to fend unto his majefty, and to
¢« the commiflioners for trade and plantations, a particu-
¢ lar account of all your proceedings, and the condition
« of .affairs within your government. As this mattercoth
« highly concern his majefty’s royal prerogative, their
¢« excellencies referred the confideration of it to Mr.—
¢¢ attorney and folicitor general, who, after maturede libe-
ration, and making all proper enquirigs, reported, ¢ that
Vor. IL. Z ¢ from

(13
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from the charter and laws of your colony, they cannot
colleét that there is any regular eftablithment of a na-
tional or provincial church there, fo as to warrant the
holding of convocations or fynods of the clergy ; but
if fuch fynods might be holden, yet they take it to be
clear ih point of law, that his majefty’s fupremacy in

ecclefiaftical affairs, being a branch of his prerogative,

does take place in the plantations, and that fynods can-
not be held, nor is it lawful for the clergy to affemble
as in {fynods, without authority from his majefty : they
conceive the above-mentioned application of the faid
minifters, not to you alone, as reprefenting the king’s
perfon, but to you, and the council, and the houfe of
teprefentatives, to be a contempt of his majefty’s pre-

rogative, as it is a publick acknowledgment, that the

power of granting what they defire refides in the legif-

lative body of the province, which by law is vefted

only in his majefty. And the lieutenant governor,
council, and affembly intermeddling therein, was an

invafion of his majefty’s royal authority, which it was
your duty as lieutenant governor, to have withftood

and reje@ted; and that the confent of the lieutenant

governor, the council, and houfe of reprefentatives,
will not be fufficient authority for the holding of fuch

a fynod.”

¢¢ Their excellencies, upon confideration of this opi-

nion of the attorney and folicitor general, which they

have been pleafed to approve, have commanded me to
acquaint you with, and to exprefs to you their furprife,

that no account of fo remarkable a tranfaétion, which
fo nearly concerns the king’s prerogative, and the wel-

fare of his majefty’s province under your govern-

ment, has been received from you, and to fignify to
you their directions, that you do put an effe€tual fiop

to any fuch proceedings; but if the confent defired
by the minifters above-mentioned, for the holding of
the fynod, fhould have been obtained, and this pre-

tended fynod fhould be actually fitting, when you re~

“ ceive
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ceive thefe théir excellencie’s diretions, they do ir

¢« that cafe, require and diret you, to caufe fuch their

meeting to ceafe, acquainting them that their affembly
is againft law, and a contempt of his majefty’s prero-
gative, and that they are forbid to meet any more
but if, notwithftanding fuch fignification, they fhall
continue to hold fuch an affembly, you are then to
take care that the principal actors therein be profecuted
for a mifdemeanour. But you are to avoid doing any
formal aét to diffolve them, left it be conftrued to im-
ply that they had a right to affemble. This, Sir, is
what I have in command from their excellencies to
fignify to you.

¢ And I muft obferve to you, that the precedent quo-
ted in the above-mentioned memorial of fuch a fynod,
being held forty-five years ago, falls in with the year
1680, and that the former charter, upon which the
government of your province depended, was repealed
by feire facias in the year 1684, and the new charter
was granted in the year 1691; from whence it appears,
that if fuch fynod was holden as is alledged, it hap-
pened a fhort time before the repealing of the old
charter, but none has been fince the granting the new
one. Iam, Sir, your moft humble fervant,

CHARLES DELAFAYE,

As the court at Kenfington the eleventh day of Oober,

17055 prefent the quecn’s moft excellent majefly, bis royal
bighnefs prince George of Denmark, lord archbifbop of

- Canterbury, lord keeper, bord treafurer, lord prefident,
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ear] of Ranelagh, Mr. Boyle, Mr. fecretary Hodges,
My, fecretary Harley, lord chief juftice Holt, lord
chief juftice Trevor, dmke of Somerfet, duke of Or-
mond, AMpr. Vernon, Myr. Earle,

Reprefentation from the lords commiffioners
of trade and plantations, being this day read

at the board upon an a&, paffed in her majefty’s

2  colony
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s« colony of Conneéticut, entitled (only) HerETICKS,
<« whereby it is epacted, that all who fhall entertain
¢ any quakers, ranters, adamites, and other hereticks,
< are made liable to the penalty of five pounds, and five
<< pounds per week for every town that fhall fo enter-
<¢ tain them ; that all quakers fhall be committed to pri-
<« fon, or be fent out of the colony—That whofoever
<¢ thall hcld unneceffary difcourfe with quakers fhall for-
<« feir twenty fhillings ; that whofoever fhall keep any
¢« quakers books, the governor, magiftrates, and elders
¢ excepted, fhall forfeit ten fhillings, and that all fuch
¢ fuch books fhall be fuppreffed; that no mafters of
¢ any veffel do Jand any quakers without carrying-
¢ them away again, under the penalty of twenty
¢ pounds. ' : :
<« And the faid lords commiflioners humbly offering,
s that the faid aét be repealed by her majefty, it being
¢« contrary to the liberty of confcience indulged to dif-
¢« fenters by the laws of England, as alfo to the charter
<« granted to that colony, her majefty, with the advice
¢ of her privy council, is pleafed to declare her dif-
¢¢ allowance and difapprobation of the faid at; and,
¢ purfuant to her majefty’s royal pleafure thereupon,
¢ the faid act, pafied in her majefty’s colony of Con-
¢ necticut in New-England, entitled Hereticks, is here-
¢¢ by repealed, and declared null and void, and of none
¢ effect. :
Signed Joun Povevy.

~

o

In the feffions 1751, of the Britith parliament, was
paffed an alt extending to the American colonies, as well
as to the kingdom- of Great-Britain, and its other domi-
nions ; entitied, *“an adt for regulating the commence-
¢« ment of the year, and for corre&ing the calendar now
¢ in ufe’’. The abflradt of the a& runs thus—

Whereas the Jegal fupputation of the year in that part
of Great-Britain called England, beginning the 25th of
March, has been atiended with many inconveniencies,

4 as
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as it differs from the ufage of neighbouring nations,
and the legal computation of that part of Great-Britain
called Scotland, and thereby divers miftakes happened in
the dates of deeds and other writings ; and our Julian
calendar having been difcovered to be erroncous that
the {pring equinox, which at the general council of
Nice, anno dom. 325, happened about the 21ft of
March, now happens the ninth or tenth of the fame
month, which error is {till increafing ; and to the end,
that the feveral equinoxes or folftices may, for the future,
fall upon the fame nominal days as at the time of the
faid general council, and is now generally received by
almoft all other naticns of Europe ; and to prevent dif-
putes with foreign correlpondents of almoft all other na-
tions of Europe in their letters and accounts, bs it en-
acted, that in all his majefty’s dominions in Europe,
Afia, Africa, and America, the old fupputation is not to
be made ufe of, after the 31ft of December 1751, and the
year for the future to commence January ift, and the
days to be numbered in the fame order, and the move-
able feafts to be afcertained as they now are until Septem-
ber 2, 1752, inclufive; and the day following (that s, the
3d of Sept. 1752) to be accounted the 14th of Sept. 1752,
omitting at that time the eleven intermediate nominal
days. All writings after 1t of January, 1752, to be
dated according to the new flile 5 and all courts after
Sept. 2, 1752, fhall be held in the fame nominal days
they now are ; (courts held with fairs or marts excepted)
that is, eleven days fooner than the refpective day wherein
the fame are now kept. Every hundredth year, except-
ing every fourth hundred, whereof anno 1800 fhill be
the firft, to be deemed though a leap year or bitlextile
confifting only of 365 days; but ail other biflextile or
leap years (hall confift of 366 days.—Aad whereas the
method of computing the full moons now uled in the
calendar of the common prayers of the church of Eng-
land, to find Eafter, is become confiderably erroncous 3
therefore the faid fealt of Eafter, and others depending

Z 3 thereon
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thereon, fhall, after the 2d of Sept. 1752, conform ta
the decree of the faid general council, and the practice
of foreign countries fhall be obferved according to the
annexed table ; and the former table, in all future ad-
‘ditions of the book of common prayer, fhall be fup-
prefled ; but the courts of feffion and exchequer in Scot-
fand, and all markets, fairs and marts, thall be held up-
on the fame natural days as if this a& bad not been
made, that is, eleven days later than according to this
new computation, notwithftanding that by this new com-
putation, the nominal days are anticipated or brought
forward by the fpace of eleven days, the natural days and
times for the opening and clofing of commons of paf-
ture and the like, not to be altered by this act, thatis,
eleven days later than the new fupputation.—The natu-
ral days and times of payments of  rents, annuities,
fums of money, delivery of goods, commencement or
expiration of leafes, and the like, fhall not be by this
aét anticipated or accelerated ; and the time of attaining
the age of twenty-one years fhall not be altered by this
act, or the determination of any apprenticefhip or
fervice [¢]. ' '

* [e] Julins Cfar began this year about the hybernal or winter fol-
ftice; (the equinoxes and folftices are proper periods in {uch matters}
the Julian or O. S. began forty-five years before Curist : this ftile
was reformed by pope Gregory 1582, but was not carried back to
the nativity of our Saviour, which, in church precifenefs, ought to
have been, but only to the time of the council of Nice, which was
eld anno dom. 325, by Conftantine the Great, to examine and con-
demn the dorines of Arius, At the time of the council of Nice,
the vernal equinox was on the zift of March ; but in ftrictnefs, and
according to the precifion of devotionalift obfervers of days, it fhould
have gone back fo far as the nativity or firft year of Chrift; the ver-
nal equinox was then on the 23d of March, but as the Gyregorian
file is at prefent the general pradtice of chriftian European nations,
the Britifh legiflature in their wonted prudence have acceded thereto,
as being a convenient civil, but not a juie'divino affair. Inftead of
being too minutely precife in firiking off thirteen days, which is the
truth of the cafe in conformity to other European countries, they
only firack off eleven days, for the fake of mutual conveniency; it
is more eligible to err with the generality of Europe, than affetedly
‘ ) " Proprietors
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Proprietors or principal governors, and their refident de-
puties or lieutenant governors.
’

The firft proprietor and governor was William Penn,
fon of admiral Penn, fee vol. II. p. 3073 he carried over
many quakers with him to that country ; his patent in-
cluded that part of new Swedeland, which lies on the
weft fide of Delaware river, fome part of the Swedifh fet-
tlements lay on the eaft fide of the river, and are part of
weft New- Jerfey. Mr. Penn continued two years in
Penfylvania, and upon his father’s death returned to
England, and left the government in the hands of Tho-
mas Lloyd, with a council. Mr. Penn being efteemed
a favourite of K. James II. was fufpected to be a Ro-
man catholick and jefuit in the affumed mafk of a qua-
ker, fand upon the revolution K. William was adwifed
to fufpend his privilege of appointing a deputy governor
for _Penfylvanif. And PP BaePiy 8

The crown appointed col, Fletcher, governor of New-
York, to be alfo governor of Penfylvania; but upon
Mr. William Penn’s vindication of himfelf, he was re-
ftored to his privilege of government ; and appointed

Mr. Blackwell, his deputy or licut. governor. He was
fucceeded as lieut. governor by Thomas Lloyd, Efq.
upon his death. '

to conftitute a peculiar Briith flile, which would be running from
one inconvenience into another; the main intention is to produce
an uniformity in the compurtation of time throughout the chrif-
tian part of the world; the agreeing with the reft of Europe,
ought to prevail over any argument deduced from the nicety of
calculation. '
Peter Deval of the Middle Temple, fecretary to the royal fociety,
drew the bill and prepared moft of the tables under direction of the
earl of Chefterfield, the firft former of the defign ; and the whole
was carefully examined and approved of by Martin Folkes, Efq.
prefident of the royal fociety, and Dr. Bradley, his majefty’s aﬁro-
nomer at Greenwich, who computed the tables at the end of the

il
“» Z 4 Mr. Penn
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Mr. Penn appointed his hephew col. Markham his
deputy or lieut. governor; he had the government or
diretion until the fecond arrival of Mr. Penn, 1698.

Mr. William Penn principal governor and proprietor
arrived a fecond time in Penfylvania, 1698. He returned
to England 1700, and nominated col. Andrew Hamil-
ton for his deputy ; in his adminiftration was much con-
fufion in the province ; upon his death

1704, col. John Evans was appointed lieutenant go-

. vernor,

1713, died in London William Penn, the firft pro-
prietor and principal governor; much in debt, occafioned
by his whimfical difpofition; he had agreed with the
crown to refign his property and government for a cer-
tain confideration (to extricate himfelf from debt) but
died fuddenly before the inftrument was executed, and
the government and property remains in the family to
this time. B R
- The firft principal governor and proprietor was called
William Penn, the grand-father ;" he was fucceeded by
his fon William Penn, called the father ; and heé was fuc-
ceeded by Springet Pen, William Penn the fon, and
laftly in the three brothers, John Penn, Thomas Penn,
and Richard Penn, co-heirsin the fucceffion: thefe bro-
thers by a written.agreement with lord Baltimore pro-
prietary of Maryland, their adjoining neighbour, 1732,
fettled boundaries to be afterwards confirmed in form of
law 3 but lord Baltimore receded and occafioned a tedious
controverly in chancery, as is above related. :

John, the ¢ldefl of the three prothers, died' O&ober 28,
1740, a batchclor, and by will, O&tober 24, 1746, left
his fhare to his fecond brother Thomas, with remainders,
as Is exprefled in the will. - '

Wiliiam Penn (fon to the firft proprietor) in law cal-
led the father, (the firft proprietor, in law inftruments,
was called the father) died at Liege, 1720.

1708-9, ln January arrived capt. Gookin, lieut. go-
Vernor, :

¥7 3.73,
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. .a717, May 30, arrives Sir William Keith," lieut. go-
Verpor, .o , S
1726, Major Gordon fuperfeded Sir William Keith.
Major Gordon died in October 1736, and Mr, Logan
,was in courfe prefident for a thort time; but was foon
Auperfeded by col: Thomas, a planter of Antigua; Mr,
Logan died much lamented, Nov. 1751, After nine years
_government, col. Thomas refigned 1747, and was fuc-
ceeded by James Hamiiton, Efg. the prefent licut. go-
-vernor, fon ‘of Andrew ‘Hamilton, a- noted lawyer in
thefe parts. S '

A medical. digreffion, concerning the perfonal conftitutions

of people born in Britith North- America. Of the ende-

- mial diffempers prwalan; there, and of their prefent
- medical pmﬁz’ce. ' ' '

As this digreffion will not be much read by ordinary
capacities, where things cannot fo well be exprefied in
vernacular words, I take the liberty of uling technical
-or profeffional -expreffions, and fome claffical phrafes,
“and generally in'a concife or aphoriftical loofe, but prac-
tical manner.

- Their children or yonth are more forward. [f] or
precoce than in Great-Britain. 2. The virility .of the

'[f] Itis obferved that in the Weft-Indies there arcno boys, all be-

- ‘ing either children or men. ’
Perhaps the moft noted inflance of forwardnefs in a boy, is what
"Montagne of Gafcony in his eflays 1550 writes of himf{elf; his father
educated him in his childhood in the learned languages of Greek and
Latin, in the fame routine that from nurfes we learn our vernacular
" "or mother tongue : we had a remarkable inftance of fuch routines in
“Bofton ; a worthy Englifh gentleman, Richard Dalton, Efq. a great
“admirer of the Greek claflicks, becaufe of the tendernefs of his eyes,
taught his negro boy Cafar to read to him diftin@ly any Greek wri-
ter, without underflanding the nicaning or interpretation. Montagrie
with much vanity and peculiar pedantry, fays, that Buchanan was
afraid to accoft him when only fix at in Latin, and that Bucharan
~ copied his inftru@ion or education of a child from his education. Bu-
charan was a fuft rate matter of the Latin clafficks, and preceptor ta
men,
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men, and fecundity of their women, or’ child-bearing
fex, are much the fame as in Great-Britain, their mother
country. 3. Their longevity falls much fhorter,

king James VI. of Scotland; in his travels in France, hearing of the
forwardnefs of this boy, he went to fee him. As Montagneis a
noted writer, I fhall for amufement mention another inflance of his
Gafcon pedantry; that in his younger years he refolved not to enter
into any matrimonial partnerfhip or contrac, not even with the goddef(s
of wifdom, but married wt. thirty-three.

As the education of children, is not fufficiently attended to in many
of our colonies, I fhall here infert the beginning of an experiment
of this nature. I delight in promoting of children in town and coun-
try; accordingly I have in Boflon taken a promifing boy entirely at
my own charge of fubfiftence and education, under my fole direction,
to form a pradtical (not notional) {cheme of management and educa-
tion, ob ovo, or rather ab utero, becaufe of fome difficulties I was
prefent at the birth ; T did not zllow him to be rocked in a cradle,
{ufpe&ing that concuffions might weaken his brain, and confequently
impair his judgment; he never had a diafcordium, mithridate, or other
opiate, or frong drink, to compofe him to fleep; a pernicious indo-
lent pratice of nurfes and old women, becaufe thereby convulfions
may be induced, or the child rendered ftupid for life.

To accomodate his organs of fpeech while flexible, and in the par-
rot or prattle period of life, not only to the prenunciation of our
Englifh or vernacular words, but alfo to the pronunciation of other
languages ; before he was full five years of age, he did diftinétly re-
peat and pronounce the Lord’s prayer in the five languages familiar
to me, Greek, Latin, Englith, French and Dutch : he did well ex-
prefs and define many harfh and long foreign words, fuch as the In-
dian names of fome ponds, rivers, and tribes in our neighbourhood.
Chabonamungagog, a large pond joining to Douglafs, Winipifiackit,
a great pond or lake in the province of New-Hampthire, Papaconta-
quafh or Millers river, which falls into Conneéticut river on the eaft
fide a little below North-field, Arowfaguntacook, a tribe of French
Abnaquie Indians called the miffion of St. Francis, on the fouth fide
of Canada river, Miflilimakanack; a tribe of French Indjans, be-
ween the great lakes Hurons and Ilinois, Tatamaganahaw, 3 fmall
tribe of Mikmake Indians of Nova-Scotia, in the bay Verte of the
gulph of St. Laurence; fome Dutch words, Achtentachententigh,
eighty-eight, &c. fome Latin words, Honorificabilitudinitatibus, Ho-
nourableneffes, &c.

Inftead of the abftrufely profound catechifms, which prepofteroufly
are taught children, he 1s initiated in things and words which are
eafily comprehended, and fubjeéts of common converfation, fuch as,

Q. What is your name ?

A. Iam known by the name of William Douglafs.

The
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The remote caufes or predifpofitions to moft chro-
nical diftempers are, 1. Mala ftamina vite. 2. Malus

Q. Where was you born ?

A. Inthe town of Bofton, in the province of Maflachufetts-Bay,
in the Britih dominions of New-England in North-America.

Q. When was you born?

A. I was born July 25, 1745 ; but how I was made, and how I
came into the world, I have forgotten, and cannot tell.

Q. What is your religion ? ,

A. A catholick chriftian proteflant; to féar God and keep his
commandments, to honour and obey the civil government.

Q. What is God ?

A. The fupreme being, who created and manages the univerfe,
in fome manner inconceivable to us created beings. .

Q. What is civil government ?

A. Thelaws and cuftoms of the country I live in, as executed by
certain appointed magiftrates.

Q_ Why do you every feventh day go to a place of publick wor-

A. Becaufe (as my grandmother tells me,) one day in feven is by
moft civil governments found requifite to abftain from labour, for the
refrethment of the labouring part of mankind and cattle.

Q. Why do you in ordinary attend the affembly of Mr. Welfted
and Gray ?

A. Becaufe it is the neareft, and neighbours naturally join in their
publick devotions ; thefe two minifters or paftors are exemplary in
their lives, and agreeable in their publick difcourfes.

Q. What fe&tary of publick worthip do you follow ?

A. That of my father natural or adopting. My grandmother tells
me, that by law and cuftom I muft follow the example and precepts
of my fathier till twenty-one =t. or till afligned.

We may obferve that of all animals, mankind attain to the greatett
perfection of knowledge, but after the longeft time arrive to the full
growth of body and mind ; therefore as this boy is too exuberant in
the growth of mind, I check or retard him by allowing him more
play than fchooling, that the impreffions may not be too flight or
tranfitory 5 and allow him to affociate with adtive wild boys, not
wicked or vicious, that by his puerile flow of fpirit, he may pradlile
aQivity of body and mind. The Dalrymples, a family in Sco land, |
noted for acutenefs, wifdom, and knowledge, allowed their boys, at
a certain age, to affociate with wild, but not wicked boys, and after
fome time took them up to a regular {ober education. )

At times I fend him to any tolerated place of publick worfhip,
to prevent party, bigotry, and a narrow way of thinking. Talk him
his natural remarks upon the different modes of worthip,  make
him obfervant; I fhall give one inftance which I hope ti¢ candid
i ) locus,
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locus, that is, a bad air and foil. 3. Indolence or in-
attivity. 4. Intemperance. Concerning all thefe we
thall interfperfe fome aphorifms.

During the time or period of my praflice in New-
England, we have had no confiderable epidemics ex-
cepting fmall-pox, mealles, and fome fpecies of putrid
fevers and dylenteries ; the varieties in our endemials
were from the viciffitudes of feafons and weather. To
write a hiltory of epidemic yearly conftitutions, in Sy-
derhain’s manner, for a continued fucceflion of years,
would be writing of a novel : our chronical ails, by the
practice of our common phyficians, particularly by the
routine indolent palliative repetitions of V. S. and opiates,
which fix all diftempers, and render their patients vale-
tudinary and fhort-lived. Opiates and inebriating li-
quors have the fame effeéts, they carry the peccant hu-
mours to the nerves, from whence they are {carce to be
removed ; they are flow poifons, they enfeeble both body
and mind, and produce mala ftamina vite in the
progeny,

As New-England lies in the leeward of the wefterly
extended continent of North-America, the winds (being
generally wefterly) gliding continuedly along this vaft
tract of land much heated in fummer, and much cooled
or frozen in winter, occafion the country to be much

reader will not judge ludere cum facris ; I have a great veneration for
the church of England. Ina common prayer day he went to a church
of England, when he came home, he faid, that he obferved the mi-
nifter come into the church in a black gown, and retire into a clofet
(the veftry) and come out again with ‘a clean thirt over his gown.
His grandmother as ufually asked him where the text was; he faid
that e could not tell, becaufe every body preached promifcuoudly ;
men, women, and children, fpake in publick (meaning the refponfes)
his grandmother told him that the quaker feftary allow their women,
(but no children) to fpeak in publick, though contrary to St. Paul’s
admonition. :

He is taught the hours of the day, the days of the week, the
months in the year, the mariner’s compafs or corners of the wind;
the varieties of fhipping, fchooners, floops, brigantines, fnows, and
fhips 5 he reads the fign pofts, and news-papers,

hotter
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hotter in fummer, and much colder in winter, than in
Great-Britain ; reciprocations, but not to extremes, are
falutary to the conftitutions, where the tranfitions are
gradual ; thus we may obferve in nature, that for the
benefit of the earth’s produce, there is a reciprocation of
fummer and winter, day and night, &c. In countries
where the {eafons are upon the extremes in fummer and
winter, as in New-England, conftitutions do not wear
well, analogous to the timber and plank of a fhip be-
tween wind and water. Longevity appears moftly in
ifland countries, where with a fmall latitude or va-
;iation the temperature of the air continues nearly the
ame. '

I fhall here infert “a few lines concerning the conftitu-

tion and medical practice of our northern Indians. Sce
vol. L. p. 174.
- The Indians north of Canada river, the Efquimaux
and Outawaways, are generally affected with pforas,
fcurvy, or itch; from the cold intemperance of the cli-
mate. As the Indian manner of life is much more
fimple than that of Europeans, they are not fubjeét to
fo many various difeafes : their modern intemperance in
drinking rum and other fpirits, kills more than all their
other diftemperatures.

The Indian food is from their hunting, fowling, ard
fithing ; their bread-kind is from maize or Indian corn,
phafeoli or kidney beans of {uveral forts, tuberole roots
of feveral kinds, mafts or nuts of various forts, great
variety of foreft berries.

The varieties of national conftitutions and habits are
not eafily to be accounted for; the American Indians,
by keeping principally their feet warm, the Africa ne-
groes by keeping their heads warm, without any regard
to the reft of their body, preferve their health and
ftrength. :

The American aboriginal Indians naturally are of weak

conflitutions, they are impubes et imberbes; but Ey
habic
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habit from their infancy, can fuffer hunger and wood

damps, better than Europeans of ftronger.conftitutions :
their natural temper is cruel and vindictive:

Their phyficiads in ordinaty afe the powowers cletgy
of conjurers; and fome old women. In their medical
practice they take no noticé of pulfe or urine, they do
not ufe blood letting 5 they chiefly ufe traditional herbs;
bliftering with punk or touchwood, and the blifters are
converted into iffues; {weating in hot Houfes (an extem-
porary kind of bagnio) and immediatély thereupon im-
merfion in cold water ; this practice has killed many of
them in eruptive fevers. The American Indians are
noted for their traditional knowledge of poifonous herbs
and antidotes ; but I do not find that cur Indian venefici
are fo expert in the veneficium art, as the negroes of
Africa, who give poifons, which in various, but certain
periods, produce their mortal effects, fome fuddenly,
fome after a number of months or years.

They cure feveral poifons; for inftance, the bite of that
American viper called rattle-fnake or vipera caudifona,
by proper antidotes, before they produce their ufual dif-
mal effects [g]. ’

I hope thele medical obfervations may be of fome ufe
to our colonies ; as they are in my profeffional bufinefs,
by fome they may be thought pedantick, by others they
may be called a quackifh oftentation ; once for all, I de-

[g] May we not hope, that in future tites, fome epidemical con-
tagious diftempers, fuch as the plague, fmall-pox, and the like, may
be prevented or extinguifhed in feminio by proper antidotes : time pro-
duces furprifing difcoveries in nature, fuch as the various phznomena
of magnetifm and ele@ricity; in the fmall-pox the late improvement
of conveying it by inoculation, is found more favourdble than the
receiving of it the chance or natural way, as fruit from trees inocu-
lated, ifurpafles matural fruit: this praitice of inoculating for the
fmall-pox, was introduced in a very rath indifcreet manner, and by
weak men ; we may obferve that many of the juvantia or lzdentia in

medicine, were difcovered or rather introduced by rath fools and mad:
.men, inflance, Paracelfus’s mercurial remedies.

Ciaf@i
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clare, that I have no lucrative views, becaufe mihi tan-
tum fuppetit viatice quantum vie.

I here infert fome remarks upon the medical pra&ice
in our colonies; as no man’ name is exprefled, and
fome gentlemen practitioners of candour, probity, in-
genuity, and good practical knowledge are excepted,
thefe refletions may be taken in good part without fur-
ther apology.

In our plantations, a practitioner, bold, rath, impu-
dent, a lyar, bafely born and educated, has much the
advantage of an honeft, cautious, modeft gentleman.
In general, the phyfical prattice in our colonies is fo
pernicioufly bad, that excepting in furgery, and fome
very acute cafes, it is better to let nature under a pro-
per regimen take her courfe (naturze morborum cura-
trices) than to truft to the honefty and fagacity of the
prattitioner 3 our American praétitioners are fo rath and
officious, the faying in the apocrypha, Ecclefiafticus
xxxviii. 15. may with much propriety be applied to them.
¢ He that finneth before his maker, let him fall into the
¢ hands of the phyfician.”” Frequently there \is more
danger from the phyfician, than from the diftemper: a
country where the medical pratice is very irregular, is
a good fchool to learn the lzdentia, a good article in
practice ; but fometimes notwithftanding male prac-
tice, nature gets the better of the doctor, and the patient
recovers.

Our pra&itioners deal much in quackery, [4] and
quackifh medicines, as requiring no labour of theught or

%] I fhall mention one remarkable inflance of colony quackery,
advertifed in the New-York gazette, December 16, 1751, ¢ In July
“ 1751, was committed to the care of do&or Peter Billing, an expe-
“ rienced phyfician, and man mid-wife, and formerly in the king’s
¢ fervice, the moft extraordinary and remarkable cafe that ever was
¢ performed in the world, upon one Mrs. Mary Smith, fingle woman,
¢ fifter to capt. Arthur Smith, on James river, in the county of
“ Surry in Virginia, =xt. forty-fix; fhe had been upwards of eighteen
* vears out of her fenfes, (moft of the time raving mad) eat her own
‘¢ excrements, and was compleatly cured by him in two months, con-

com-
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compofition, and highly’ recommended in ‘the London

quack bills (in which all the reading of many of our
practitionérs confifts) inadvertently encouraged by patents
tor the benefit of certain fees to fome offices, but to the
very great damage of the fubjeét. How difmal is it to
obferve fome apothecaries fhops wainfcotted or papered
with advertifménts, recommending quack medicines for

the profit of the fhop, but deftruétion of their neigh-

bours ? this is vending of ‘poifons for gain.
In the moft trifling cafes they ufe a routine of practice :

when I firft arrived in New-England, I afked G. P. a-

noted facetious practitioner, what was their general me-

thod of prattice; he told me their practice was very uni-’

form, bleeding, vomiting, bliftering, purging, anodyne,

&ec. if the iilzefs continued, there was repetendi, and

finally murderandis nature was never to be confulted, or

allowed to have any concernin the affair.  What Syden-
ham well obferves, is the cafe with our pradtitioners ;
zger nimia medict diligentia ad plures migrat. ‘

Blood-letting and anodynes are the principal tools of
our practitioners; thefe paliiate any diftemper for a fhort
time, while, at the fame time they confound the inten-
tions of nature, and fix the malady ; they follow Syden-
ham too much in giving paregoricks, after catharticks,
which is playing faft and loole.

trary to the orinion of all that knew her, no do&or in the province
daring to undertake her. N, B. The contagious ciftemper {o fre-
quently happening to the bold adventurers in the wars of Venus,
when recent, will be cured by him for three piftoles in hand. though
the common price is five pound 2ll over North-America.  And all
other cafes curable in phyfick and furgery, proportionable accord-
ing to the circumflances of people.”” He has alfo other matters to
puoblith, particularly an elegant medicine to prevent the yellow fever,
and dry gripes in the Weit-indies ; this is incomparable, if we ex-
cept a quack advertifement publithed in Jamaica (immediately after

<

[

-

the laft great earthquake) of pills to prevent perfons or their effects

tuffering by earthquakes,

, SECT,



Sect. XV. Of MarYLAND. 353

SECT. XV.
Concerning the province of Maryland.

Lthough recapitulations or repetitions are reckoned
A tedious and not elegant, I find that our fections or
colonies may be more agreeably introduced by fome ge-
neral accounts or tranfactions with a little variation, than
by an abrupt entrance into the colony affairs. ‘

The Cabots of Venetian extraét obtained 1495, a patent
from king Henry VII. of England, of all lands to be by
them difcovered weft of Europe, as to property; witha
refervation of a certain royal perquifite 5 this kingunder-
ftood perquifites: the father John, and afterwards the
fon Sebaftian, fitted out from Briftol; in their firft voyage
upon the difcovery of a N. W. paffage to China, and the
Eaft-Indies, being: obftruéted by the ice, the failors
mutinied and returned to England, without effeting any
thing of confequence.

Anno 1498, Sebaftian ranged the continent of North-
America from 4o0d. to 67d. N. lat. and at feveral
places took a nominal occupancy from difcovery, with-
out making any fettlement; thus notwithftanding the
difcoveries, we had no poflfeflion for near a century of
years.

Sir Walter Raleigh, a noted difcovery projettor, fee
vol. I. p. ir1, anno 1584, March 235, obtained of
queen Elizabeth a patent for difcoveries and {fettlements
in America. Upon the return of the veflels of the firft
adventure, in honour to the virgin queen Elizabeth,
the name of Virginia in general was given to the North
part of the continent fo far as the gulph of St. Laurence
north, to Florida fouth. In procets of time the Freach
made fome fmall fettlements in the north parts of North-
America, and called them Nova Francia, or Nouvelle
France; at this time known by the name of L’Ac-

Vor. 11 Aa cadie,
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cadie, (Nova-Scotia) and Canada. The Swedes, Fins
ard Dutch introduced by Hudfon, made fettlements upon
Hudfon’s or Rord rivier, and Delaware or Zuyd rivier,
and called it Nova-Belgia or New-Netherlands. Thus
in the beginning of the laft century the eaftern coaft of
North-America was divided into, 1. Nova-Francia,
2. North-Virginia, comprehending the colonies of Nova-
Scotia and New-England. 3. Nova-Belgia or New-Ne-
therlands, at prefent known by the names of New-York,

New-Jerfeys, and Penfylvania. 4. South-Virginia,

which comprehends Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,
South-Carolina, and Georgia.

Upon the new dlfcoverxes, many feparate grants of
diftriéts were made to private proprietors; but afterwards
for the regularity and eafe of jurifdi¢tion, the crown af-
fumed the jurifdictions; and reduced them to more com-
venient models of government.

Maryland is properly a fprout from Virginia, therefore
the conneétion of this fettlement with the firft difcoveries
mutft be referred to the fefticn of Virginia; here we fhall
only obferve how and when it did fprout. See vol. 1. p.
288, the Newfoundland fetion.

Towards the end of king James I. reign, Sir George
Calvert principal fecretary of ftate, afterwards lord Bal-
timore, obtained a patent for fome fithing harbours in
Newfoundland ; by reafon of the civil troubles in Eng-
land, thefe fetilements were difcontinued; being a zea-
lous Roman catholick, with other diffenting zealots of
various fectaries, he left England and retired to Virginia:
as the Virginians were generally bigo's to the church
of England feftary, they did not ufe him fo well as he
expefted; and as the Virginians had ot fettled far-
ther north than Potomack river, lord Baltimore went

" home and obtained from king Charles I. a grant of all the
lands from the mouth of Potomack river in about 38 d.
som. N. to the Swede and Finland fcttieme ents, which
were reckoned to the bottom of Chefrpesk bay, in about
the latitude of 39d. 45 m. or fiftccen Englifh miles fouth

4 of
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of Philadelphia paralle]: the account of controverfies con-
cerning the boundaries between the properties and jurif-
dictions of Maryland and Penfylvania, we refer back to
the fection of Penfylvania.

The banditti Dutch, Swedes, and Fins, were prior to
the Englith in their fettlements upon Delaware river and
weftward inland. Upon a new royal regulation in Vir-
ginia, feveral families went over from England to fettle
there ; amongft thefe was lord Baltimore, arigid Roman
catholick ; for the advantage of a more free excrcife of
his religion, he retired thither ; but being ill ufed by the
church of England fetaries, and finding that the humour
of petitioning for large tracts of land was encouraged by
the court at home, and that the Virginia fettlers had not
extended farther north than Potomack river, lord Balti-
more petitioned for a grant of vacant lands from the north
of Potomack river to the Swedifh and Finlanders fettle-
ments between the bottom of Chefepeak bay and Dela-
ware river, and obtained the promife of a grant for the
fame ; butdyingfoon, his fon and heir obtained the pa-
tent, dated June 20, 1632: that part of the patent which
regards the boundaries, in the Englith tranflation from
the original Latin inftrument runs thus: < Know ye
¢ therefore that we, favouring the pious and noble pur-
¢ pofes of the faid baron of Baltimore, of our fpecial
¢ grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have
given, granted, and confirmed, and by this our pre-
« fent charter for usour heirs and fucceffors de give,
¢ grant, and confirm, unto Cecilius now baron of Bal-
timore, his heirs and affigns, all that part of a penin-
fula lying in the parts of America, between the ocean
on the eaft, and the bay or gulph of Chefepeak on the
weft, and divided from the other part thercof by a
right line drawn from the promontory or cape of land
called Watkins-point (fitvate in the aforefaid bay or
gulph near the river of Wighco) on the weft, unto
the main ocean on the eaft, and between the bounds
on the fouth as far as to the ®ftuary of D lawvare on the

Aa-z north,
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‘< north, where itis fituate to the 4oth d. of northern
‘¢ latitude from the equinoctial where New-England
¢ ends, and all that tra¢t of land within the bounds un-
‘< derwritten, viz. pafling by the aforefaid zftuary called
¢ Delaware-Bay in a right line by the degree aforefaid,
‘“ unto the true meridian of the firft fountain of the river
¢ Potomack, andfrom thence tending or pafling toward
¢ the fouth to the farther bank of the faid river, and fol-
¢ lowing the weft and fouth fide thereof unto a certain
¢ place called Cinquack, fituate near the mouth of the
<< faid river where it falls into the aforefaid bay or gulph
¢ of Chefepeak, and from thence by the fhorteft line
¢ that can be drawn unto the aforefaid promontory or
¢ place called Watkins-point. So that all the traét of
¢¢ land divided by the line aforefaid, drawn between the
¢ main ocean and Watkins-point, unto the promontory
¢ called Cape-Charles, and all its appertenances, do re-
€ main intirely excepted to us, our heirs and fucceflors
¢« forever. We do alfo grant and confirm unto the faid
¢ now lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, all lands and
< iflets within the limits aforefaid, and all and fingular
¢ the iflands and iflets, which are or fhall be in the
¢ ocean within ten leagues from the eaftern fhore of
¢t the faid country towards the eaft, &c.”” Lord Bal-
timore called it Maryland, from the name of the queen
confort.

For the north bounds of this province, fee the Pen-
fylvania fecticn, vol. II. p. 308, beinga parallel of fifteen
Englith miles fouth of the fouthermoft part of the
city of Philadelphia in about lat. 39d. 45 m. Its eaft
line is the weft line of the three lower counties of Pen-
fylvania, already delineated, to cape Henlopen, and from
cape Henlopen by the ocean to a parallel or eaft and
weft line drawn from Watkins-point near Wighco river
in Chefepeak bay in about the lat. of 38d. 10m:
its fouthern bound is this parallel on the eaft fide of Che-
fepeak bay, and farther on the weft fide of the faid bay
up Potomack river as the river runs; here are fome

‘ difputes
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difputes with lord Fairfax, proprietor of the north neck
of Virginia: its vaft line is a fmall opening between the
properties of the Penns and of lord Fairfax as fettled by
treaty with the Six nations of Indians known by the name
of Mohawks, June 29, 1744, at Lancafter in Penfyl-
vania, viz. that the boundaries fhall be at two miles above
the uppermoft falls of Potomack river, and run from
thence in a north line to the fouth bounds of Penfylvania,

“and the Indians gave a quit-claim to all the lands in Mary-
land eaft of that line for the confideration of 300/ curren-
cy paid to them by Maryland.

Virginia and Maryland are an open country with mary
navigable rivers and creeks, without any battery defence,
and the inhabitants much difperfed ; theretore much ex-
pofed to the incurfions and depredations of hoftile armed
veflels ; {carce any towns, general harboursand barcadiers;
becaufe moft planters or traders have navig.ble barcadicrs
of their own ; after fome time therc muft be general bar-
cadiers at the falls of the feveral rivers for the benefit of
the inland country. :

Upon the grant and patent 1632, lord Baltimore hid
a defign to go to Maryland in perfon, bur altercd his mind
and appointed his brother Leonard Calvert, Efg. to go
governor in his ftead, and joined Jeremy Hawley, Efq.
and Thomas Cornwallis, Efq. in the commiffion. The frit
colony confifted of about 200 perfons, fent by his lord-
fhip in the autumn 1633 they were chicfly gentlemen of
good families and Roman catholicks ; the principal were,

Leonard Calvert, governor,

AJercmy Hawley, Efq. } .
)Thomas Cornwallis, Efg. Affiftants

George Calvert, brother to { Mr. Edward Cranficld,

the governor. Mr. Henry Gr“f”r
Richard Gerrard, Efq. Mr. Nicholas Fairfax,
Edward Winter, Efq. M. Thomas Dorrel,
Frederick Winter, Elq. Mr. ]ohn’Medchc,
Henry Wifeman, Efq. Mr. VVIHILHI]‘SQX!'C,
M. John Sanders, Capt. John Hill,
Mr. John Baxter, Aag They
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They failed from Cowes in the ifle of Wight, November
22, 16325 after touching at Barbadoes, and St. Chrifto-
phers, arrived in Virginia, February 24th following, and
2d of March arrived in Potomack river ; after ranging
the country about Potomack river, they at laft fettled
with the confent of the Indians, at the Indian town called
Yamaco at the mouth of the river, to which they gave
the name of St. Mary>. It is faid that in the fuft two
years this fettlement of a colony coft lord Baltimore about
40,0001, fterl. by bringing over people, provifions, and
other ftores. \ A

During the civil wars in England, lord Baltimore was
deprived of the government or jurifdition of Maryland.
About the reftoration 1661, Charles lord Baltimore, fon
of Cecilius, obtained a confirmation of the grant 1632,
and made feveral voyages thither, but the proprietor being
a Roman catholick, the crown retained the jurifdiction,
and appointed the governor and all other civil officers :
the prefent proprietor is a proteftant, and enjoys both go-
vernment or jurifdi¢tion and property.

In the trading road by Harris’s ferry on Sefquahana
river, the breadth of Maryland from Penfylvania boundary
line to Poromack river does not exceed eight miles, but
higher 1t is faid to widen again. V. B. Paxton on Sef-
quahana river, is the trading place in this road.

The lords Baltimore referve in each county fome ma-
nors not granted, as the Penns do in Penfylvania, and as
proprietors cf large tracts of land in New- England referve
fome part to themfelves, when they fell off parcels; thefe
parcels, when improved, rife the value of the referved
lands.

Maryland was fo called from K. Charles 1. queen
Heorietta Maria, a daughter of France; it was held of
the crown in common foccage as of bis majefty’s
honour of Windfor, paying yearly ‘two Indian. arrows
to the caftle of Windfor when demanded. By an act
of affembly for liberty of confcience to all perfons
who profefs chriftianity, proteftant diffenters, as well as

' - Roman
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Roman catholicks, wereinduced to fettle there. The pricr
fettlement of Virginia was of great advantage to the fet-
tling of the colony of Maryland, in fupplying them with
{fundry neceflaries.

In Maryland and Virginia, the publick rates or taxes
for province, county, and parith, are called levies: itis
a capitation or poll tax, upon all tytheables, that is, upon
all males of whites, and upon all negroes, males and fe-
males, of 16 =t. and upwards to 60 =t.

In Maryland the tax is generally from golb. to 120
wt. of tobacco, according to exigencics, per ann. for
each poll, whereof 40 wt. to the reter of the parith;
the reft is for the poors rate, aflemblvmen’s wages, &c.
The clergymen of Maryland are upon the moft profitable
lay of all our plantation clergy; they are not confined to
a fixed falary (in Virginia the parifh minifters are fixed to
16,000 b, wt. of tobacco per ann. falary) but in this
growing country as they are paid in proportion to the
number of taxables, the more that the colony increafes in
people, the larger is their income, until the parithes be-
come fo large as to require to be fubdivided : there are at
prefent near 40,000 taxables in Maryland.

In Maryland the affembly at times fixes produce at
a certain price as a legal tender for the year; for inftance,
anno 1732, tobacco was fixed at one penny per pound
weight, Indian corn at twenty pence per bufhel, wheat
at three fhillings and four pence per buthel, pork two
pence per pound weight. Quit-rents and king’s duties
were excepted, and were payable in proclamation money,

fix fhillings per heavy piece of eight, now called a Spanifh
dollar.

The people of Maryland have been happy, in not
being expofed to the incurfions and rapines of the
outland Indians; they are covered Ly the ncighbouring
provinces; their opening between the provinces of Vir-
ginia and Penfylvania is very fmall. Anno1677, the
Indians at war with Virginia, by miftake commirted

Aag foine
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fome outrages in Maryland. A few years fince, the
Indians upon referved lands, principally in the county
of Dorchelter, eaft of Chefepeak bay, upon fome difguft
fecemed to be mutinous, but being fenfible of their own
inability, that humour foon fublided. Therefore we can
have no article of their wars with the French, Spaniards,
and Indians.

The hiftory of the viciffitudes in grants and confe-
quential governments or jurifdictions is of permanent ufe;
but the provincial or municipal aéts as to divifions of
dillri&s and countics, are variable and fluctuating ac-
cording to the humours of the affembly men. During
the civil wars, the Baltimore family were deprived of
their jurifdiction in Maryland 5 after the reftoration 1661,
they obtained a confirmation of their royal patent, but
the proprietor being a Roman catholick, the court of
England appointed the governor and other civil officers.
Upon the revolution the crown or court of England-
retained the jurifdiGtion of the province of Maryland.
The prefent lord Baltimore is of the proteftant denomina-
tion, and is vefted in the jurifdiction as well as property
of Maryland.

Into Maryland and Virginia are imported about 4000
negro flaves per ann. fome planters have 500 flaves;
col. Carter of Virginiais faid to have had goo, and Mr.
Bennet of Maryland 1300 at one time. A peck of
Indian corn and fome falt is their weekly allowance of
provilion for each negro; they are reckoned to raife
1000 lb. wt. of tobacco befides fome barrels of corn per
head, €ooo tobacco plants are reckoned to yield 1oo01b.
wt. of tobacco. The planters by act of affembly in Virgi-
nia and Maryland, are inhibited from planting more than
6030 plants of tobacco per negro, ‘
It is reckoned, there may be 3co to 400 felons or
nifcreants imported yearly to Maryland from England 3
this importation of vile levies is fufficient to corrupt

any
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any plantation fettlement or improvement; it is expeted
that the government at home are contriving a more falu-
tary method of punithing fome criminals, than by fowing
them in the colonies, ’

As the colonies or provinces of Virginia and, Maryland
lie in the fame long bay of Chefepeak, we cannot avoid
giving a joint account of them upon fome occafions,
principally with regard to their trade and navigation.

Rivers and mountains.

The gradual foundings in the ocean before veflels
enter Chefepeak bay, render the navigation of Virginia
and Maryland very fafe; by the many navigable rivers,
bays and creeks, which communicate with the great bay,
the water carriage is very commodious. This fine bay
reaches from cape Henry, at its entrance in about 37 d.
lat. to the bottom of the bay where it reccives the
river Sefquahana in about 39d. 45m. lat. Virginia
lies upon this bay from cape Henry in lat. 37, to the
mouth of Potomack river, which divides Virginia from
Maryland in Jat. 38. Maryland lies upon the other part
of this long bay.

Upon the eaft fide of this great bay are many fmall

bays, creeks, and rivers, but of fhort courfe, becaufe

the neck of land between this bay and the ocean is
narrow; in the Virginia part there are no rivers; in
the Maryland part there are feveral fhort navigable ri-
vers, which generally and naturally ferve as boundaries
of counties, viz. Pokomoke, Witomoco, Nanticoke,
Chaptank, Wye, Chefter, Safapbras, Elke, and north
eaft rivers,

Upon the weft fide of this long bay are many long
navigable beautitul rivers; in the Virginia part are
James river, York river, Rapahanock river, and the
fouth fide of Potomack river; by thefe the weftern
fhore of Virginia is divided into four necks of land;

’ the
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the property of three of thefe necks is in the crown;
the property of the northern neck is in lord Fairfax, who
marricd the heirefs of lord Colpepper, as fhall be related
more at large in the feQion of Virginia ; in the Mary-
land part are the north fide of Potomack river, Pataxen
river, South river, Severn river, Patapfco river, Gun-
powder river, :

The two capes of Virginia which make the entrance
of the bay, areabout 20 miles diftant, and were called
by capt. Smith, Henry and Charles, the names of king
James 1. two fons; the direct courfe of the bay is N. by
W.and S. by E. From Bahama landings at the bottom
of the bay ro Newcaftle on Delaware river, are thirty miles
good travelling.

Sefquahana river, as we mentioned in the fection of
Penfylvania, couies from fmall ponds a little fouth of
Mohawks river in the province of New-York, croffes the
province of Penfylvania, and falls into the bottom of
Chefepeak bay in the northern parts of Maryland. ,

The other great rivers of Virginia and Maryland all
lie W. fide of the bay; only James river and Potomack
river reach the great Apalachian mountains, called the
Blue hills. In Virginia and Maryland the tides are very
fmall.

Maryland and Virginia are flat countries, excepting
the Apalachian great mountains to the weftward, which
begin in the province of Penfylvania, and run goo miles
S. W. at about 150 or 200 miles diftance from the
eaftern fhore of the Atlantic ocean, and terminate in
the bay of Apalachia near Penfacola, in the gulph of
Mexico. Col. Spotfwood, lieut. governor of Virginia,
was the firft who pafled the Apalachian mountains, ‘or
great Blue hills, and the gentlemen bhis attendants
were called knights of the horfe-fhoe, having difcovered
a horfe-pafs. At prefent there are two pafles crofs
thefe mountains; the north pafs is in Spotfylvania, the
fouth pafs is near Brunfwick. Some rivers have been
difcovered on the weft fide of the Apalachian moun-

fains,
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tains, which fall into the river Ohio, which falls into the
river Miffilippi below the river Ilinois.

For fome further account of the Apalachiar mountains,
fee the fetion of Penfylvania, vol. II. p. 313. The
Irith who had made fettlements in the weltern parts of
Penfylvania, are exceeded by the Germans of late years
imported into Penfylvania. Thefe Germans by a fupe-
rior induftry and frugality {notwithftanding of the north
of Ireland proteftants being noted for induftry and fru-
gality) have purchafed moft of the Irifh fettlements
there, and the Irith' move farther into Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and North-Carolina, along the foot of the Apa-
lacian mountains, where the land is good and very
promifing, being the wath of thefe hills and moun-
tains: the Indian traders travel this rcad, to head
many of the rivers ; here are feveral congregations of
Irith prefbyterians, to be defcribed in the fetion of
Virginia. A

The alarum lift, and the training militia, are nearly in
the fame manner, and under the fame regulations as in
the colonies already mentioned.

As to the number of white and black people in the
province, we may make fome eftimare from the polls of
taxables as found 1734 upon an exact fcrutiny, when
every taxable was allowed thirty fhillings out of a large
emiffion of paper currency ; they were at that time about
36,000 perfons of white men fixteen ®t. and upwards,
and black men and women from fixteen t. to fixty
@t. perhaps at prefent thé raxables may be about 40,000.

The proprietor’s quit rents arc two thillings fterl. per
ann. for every 100 acres ; he in time patented vacant
lands at four fhillings per tooacies ; lately he has endea-
veured to let vacant lands ten thillings qu:t-rent per 100
acres, but it did not take; he manages the patenting of
lunds, and colle&ting of the quit-rents, by agents.  Not
many years fince, the affembly, with confent of the lord
proprictor, by way of experiment, during the term of the
three years, granted their proprietor in licu of quit-rents,

' o a revenue
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a revenue of three fhillings and fixpence fterl. duty per
hogfhead of tobacco, to be paid by the merchant or
thipper. Thusthe planters or affembly to eafe themfelves
laid the burchen upon trade; this amounted to about
5000 J. fterl. perann. but upon the expiration of the three
years, this proje¢t was dropped, and the proprietor
found it more for his intereft to revert to the fevenue ari-
fing from the quit-rents.

The governor’s allowance of falary is as per agreement
with the proprietor. The council are paid by the country
180 lb. tobacco per diem, which is much grumbled at,
becaufe they are of his appointment, and his creatures..
The reprefentatives are paid by the country, or publick
revenue, 160 lb. tobacco per diem.

The proprietor has feveral ‘referved good manors in
many paris of the province, which he lets to farm. By
his patent the proprietor is not obliged to tranfmit the
- provincial laws home for approbation.

Anno 1704, the affembly laid a duty of two fhillings
per hogfhead tobacco, one half to the proprietor, the other
half towards the charges of the government.

There isan impoft upon negro flaves of twenty fhillings
fter]. and twenty fhillings currency.

As in other Britifh colonies, they have diftinét pro-
vince, county, and parifh rates or taxes. The pro-
vincial taxes are polls of taxables at go Ib. of to-
bacco per head or upwards, according to exigencies;
upon the Cuba or Spanith Weft-India expedition, it was
120 lb. impoft upon fervants, flaves, and liquors, ex-
cife, &c.

Currencies. The principal currency of Maryland and
Virginia is tobacco per lb. or hundred weight, as it is
ftated from time to time by ats of affembly, or tacit ge-
neral content of the people. In Maryland before 1734,
the currency was reckoned at proclamation value, fix
fhillings per heavy piece of eight; but that year the
aflembly went into the iniquitous {cheme of paper cur-
rency, which fraudulently had been praétifed in many of

our
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our colonies; they emitted go,000/Z in bills of publick
credit, whereof thirty thillings to every taxable, being
36,000 taxables, is 54,000 /. the remaining 36,0c0/.
was to build a governor’s houfe, and to be let upon loan :
the fund for calling in thefe bills of publick credit was a
duty upon liquors, &c. to be paid in iterling, and lodged
in the bank of England ; all thefe bills to be cancelled in
the fpace of thirty years. Thefe bills were not (by an a&
of affembly) receivable in the proprietor’s quit-rents, and
fundry publick fees, becaufe an enfuing depreciation was
obvious to people of forefight; and accordingly from
thirty-three and three quarters difference of exchange with
London, it gradually rofe to one hundred and fifty
difference. Anno1740,the Penfylvania eight thillings was
equal to twelve fhillings Maryland ; but as the fuud for
cancelling thefe bills of credit was regularly tran{mitted to
the bank of England, they gradually recovered thcir value,
and anno 1748, 200 Maryland was equal to 100 fterl.
The firft period for calling in and cancelling one third
of thefe bills was in September 1748 ; and by act of af-
fembly there was allowed from September 29, 1748, to
March 29, 1749, to bring in all the bills to be burnt 5
accordingly of the go,000/. 83,962 /. 165. were brought
in (the remaining 6000 /. was fuppofed to be annihilated
by being torn, loft, &c.) and burnt, the poficfiors were
paid one third in bills of exchange upon the bank of Eng-
land, ard two thirds in new bills ; after fixteen years
more, the poff=flors of the two thirds will receive fifteen
thillings fterling, for every twenty fhillings currency.

Courts legiflative and executive.

The firft fettlement was at St. Mary’s, near the mouth
. of Potomack river : the legiflative court or gencral affem-
bly, and the provincial fupreme court of judicature, were
kept there many years; but anno 1699, for the better
conveniency of the whole province, they were removed
to Annapolis at the mouth of the river Severn, as being

nearly the center of the province.
At
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At firft the province was divided into ten counties,
being five each fide of the great bay.

St. Mary’s, Somerfet,

Charles, Dorcefter, ‘
Calvert, weftfide.  Talbot, eaft fide,
Anne Arundel, Kent,

Baltimore, Cecil,

Anno 1695, Prince George, an additional county, wa$
conftituted on the weft fide of the bay, and all the
counties were divided into thirty parifhes.

At prefent 1752, the province of Maryland is divided

into fourteen counties, that is, feven counties each fide
of the great bay.

St. Mary’s, Worcefter, ‘
Calvert, Somerfet,
Prince George, Dorchefter,

weft fide. \. eaft fide.

Charles, Talbot,
Anne Arundel, Q. Anne’s,
Baltimore, Kent,
Frederick, Cecil,

Formerly in Maryland, the affembly or legiflative
lower houfe (the council is called the upper houfe of af-
fembly) was triennial 3 at prefent they are called, ad-
journed, prorogued, and diffolved at the governor’s plea-
fure ; the reprefentatives are called the lower houfe of
affembly.

In the government of Maryland, there are four nega-
tives in the legiflature, viz. the lower houfe or houfe of
reprefentatives where all bills for aéts originate, the go-
vernor’s council, the governor, and lord proprietor,

Of the four negatives in the legiflature, the proprietor
may be faid to have three, viz. the proprictor’s own ne-
gative, thatof “his governor or deputy, and that of the
council nominated by himfelf. '

The complement of the council is twelve, appointed by
the governor general, principal, or proprietor; but paid by
the province, 180 1b. tobacco per diem.’ h,

The
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The lower houfe of affembly, or houfe of reprefenta-
tives, confifts of four from each of the prefent fourteen
countics, and two from the metropolis or provincial town
of Annapolis, paid 160lb. tobacco per diem. ,

With regard to the executive courts, we may begin
with the parith veftries, who not only manage the affairs
of the parifh church, but alfo manage the prudential mat-
ters of the diftrict, as the fele@t men, fo called in New-
England, manage their townthip affairs ; they are alfo
afleflors of rates or taxes. In each parifh they are twelve
in number for life, and upon a demife, the furvivors fup-
ply the vacancies after the manner of the Uredfchap, of
the towns in Holland. :

The county courts in Maryland are held in the months

of March, June, Auguft, and November; at prefent
they are as follow,

Talbot co. Dorchefter co.

1t tuefday of ) Baltimore ! 2d tuefday of ) Cecil

faid mon, in )St. Mary’s| faidmon.in )Anne Arundel
Worcefter Charles

3d tuefday of Iéz?‘feig' \4t.htuefday of %ue&ne(ﬁgg,z :
{aid mon. in ZSomerfet faid mon. in Frederick.

In the month of April and September, there is a cir-
cuit court of affizes for trying titles of land, and of crimi-
nal cafes: one diftinét court each fide of the bay confift-
ing of a chief judge, an affiftant judge, and proper juries,
who fit in the refpeétive county court houfes.

From the ccunty courts, there is appeal to the provin-
cial court of Annapolis, which is held 3d Tuefday of
May, and 3d Tuefday of Gétober, in perfonal debts of
fifty pound or upwards. '

In the city of Annapclis are held quarterly mayors
courts, viz. laft Tuefday in January, April, July, and
October. -

From the provincial courts, held at Annapolis, there

T allowed an appezl, in cafes of 3oo/l fterl. value or
‘ upwards,
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upwards, to the king in council ; the appeal is firft
brought under the deliberation (this is a regulation for all
the colonies) of a committee of council called the lords of
appeals, and from thence reported to the king in council
for a final determination.

The commiflary, a place of about 1000/. per ann. is
not a fuperintendant of the clergy ; he is a judge concern-
ing the probate of wills, granting of adminiftrations, and
the like. ,

The lieut. governor is chancellor, he grants licences
for marrying, which are given out or fold at twenty-five
fhillings, by a minifter or parfon in each county, whereof
twenty fhillings to the governor, and five fhillings to this
paifon; he has fees for the great feal of the “province,
and fundry other perquifites; the falary allowed him by
the proprietor is per agreement and feldom known ; the
country generally gives three half-pence per hogthead of
tobacco exported. ‘

The court of vice admiralty is of the fame nature as in
the colonies-already defcribed ; as is alfo

The jufticiary court of admiralty for trying cafes of

piracy, robbery, and other felonies committed on the high
~ feas, appointed by a commiflion from queen Anne, pur-
fuant to an a& of parliament, 11 and 12 Gul. calledan
aét for the more effectual fuppreffion of piracy.

The proprietors and deputy governors.

We have already hinted, vol. Il. p. 355. that Sir
George Calvert, afterwards lord Baltimore, obtained from
king Charles I. a promife of a grant of thefe lands now
called Maryland ; and afterwards his fon Cecilius lord
Baltimore had a royal patent for the fame, 1632.

During the civil wars in England, and the ufurpation
of Oliver Cromwell, the concerns of the Baltimore
family in Maryland lay dormant, the family being bi-
gotted Roman catholicks. Soon after king Charles
II. reftoration, 1661, Charles lord Baltimore, fon of
Cecilius, obtained a royal confirmation of the 1632

grant;
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grant; he went to Maryland, and continued there fome
time.

Notwithftanding the Baltimore family being rigid
Roman Catholick zealots, K. James II. fuperfeded their
jurifdiétion there ; the fcheme of the Englith court at that
time was, to reduce all proprietary and charter govern-
ments to the jurifdi@ion of the crown. '

After the revolution of K. William III. the Baltimore
family had better ufage, and at prefent they are become
good proteftant fubje@s ; for the fucceflion of the lords
Baltimore, fee vol. II. p. 309. Charles lord Baltimore,
member of the Britith parliament for the county of Sur-
rey, died in April 1751, and was fucceeded by his fon
Frederick lord Baltimore. '

Upon the revolution, Sir Edmond Andros was ap-
pointed governor of Maryland, and was fuperfeded by
col. Nicholfon : Andros died in London 1714, in a great:
age.

Col. Nat. Blakifton, fucceeded col. Nicholfon [:].
Col. Blakifton was fucceeded by col. William Seymour
1704 : Seymour put into Barbadoes by ftrefs of weather,
" and had an eight months voyage.
Col. Corbet fucceeded as lieut. governor in the place of
col. Sey mour.

[7] Col. Nicholfon was a knight errant governor; by his curfing,
fearing, and hypocritical devotional exercifes, he was at times made
ufe of by the court in dirty affairs; particularly when any new encroach-
ments upon the privileges of a people were defigned with harth ufage ;
for inftance 1686, he was appointed licut. governor of the dominions
of New-England under Sir kdmond Andros : 1710, upon the much
faulted revolutionin the miniftry of queen Anne, he was fent to the
:northern colonies of Britifh North-America, with an unprecedented
.commiffion as infpector general of all affairs, ecclefiaftick, civil, and
military ; and in that capacity did much intimidate fome governors and
their councils ; governor Hunter of New-York, a gentleman of fpirit,
told me, that if col. Nicholfon had proceeded to New-York, and ated

. in the fame manner as he did in the province of Maflachufetts-Bay; he
would atall rifks have fent him home, to be tried by the judicatories
there, as a difturber of the peace of the colony under pretext of an an-
ticonftitutional unprecedented commiffion.

Vou. IL B b Col-



370 Brurisu Settlements in AmErica.  Part 11,

"Col. Hunt arrives lieut. governor, and upon K.
George’s acceflion he was continued governor.

I fhall only mention the fucceflion of governors of
note, '

Benedi¢t Leonard Calvert, Efq. homeward bound,

died at fea 1732, and was fucceeded by Samuel Ogle,
Efq. '

~ 1746-7 in March arrives Samuel Ogle, Efq. appointed
lieut. governor of Maryland in the place of Thomas

Bladen, Efg. Mr. Ogle continues licutenant governor at
this writing, 1752.

Produce and manufaitures.

Thefe are nearly the fame in the provinces of Mary-
land and Virginia; this article may lerve for both.

'

Tobacco [£] is an aboriginal American plant or herb,
‘and is faid to have been firft found among the Florida

[#] Asthe ufe of this plant or herb by an unaccountable whim is
become the general amufement of Europe and of the European fettle-
_ments on the eaftern fide of North-America, by fmoaking, {nuffing,
and chewing; and as no authors hitherto have given us an exaét de-
{cription or icon of this plant; I do here defcribe it from the life, by
my own obfervations as it grows.

There are many curious Virginia gentlemen planters, who as bota-
nifts cultivate varieties of tobacco ; butas this is not a botanical effay, I
muft drop them, and fhall only defcribe that fpecies which is cultivated
and manufatured for exportation in trade:

" Nicotiana major latifolia. C. B. P. M. H. 2, 49z. Nicotiana major,
five tabaccum majus. J. B. 3, 629. Hyofcyamus Peravianus. Dod.
" P-450. tobacco: theicons of John Bauhine and of Morifon are not
exadt. - Itis anannual plant; when itis at its full growth, it is about
_ the height of an ordinary man; the ftalk is firaight, hairy, and clam-
¢ my, like that of the hyofcyamus niger vel vulgaris. C. B. . commou
black henbane; the whole habit is of an obfolete yellowith green;
leaves alternate, fome of the lower leaves are a cubit long and nine
inches wide entire, but waved ; the lateral cofte of the leaf arch into
- one another near the margin; the leaves have no pedicles (the major
- anguftifolia has long pedicles) and by an auriculatecf bafe embrace the
ftalk ; towards the top, the flalk branches from the finufes of the leaves,
.. and higher from the finus of a flender foliculum proceed fafeicles of

Indians
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Indians, who fmoak to fatisfy their hunger: fome write,
that it came from the ifland Tobago, one of the Weft-
India iflands of nearly the fame name; but moft proba-
bly it came from Peru, becaufe in North- America it is
not fpontaneous; the aberiginal Indians of North-
America do not cultivate it, they purchafe it of the
Englifh planters and fmoak it with pleafure. Its claffical
or tribe name is Nicotiana, fo called from John Nicot, a
Frenchman, embaflador to the court of Portugal; he fent
fome of its feed, which he had from a Dutchman, to the
court of France.

It has been faid by fome writers, that Sir Francis
Drake firft brought it to England from the illand Tobago
of the Weft-Indies. The name is Indian; we have no
certain account of tobacco, till Sir Walter Raleigh’s [/]
arrival in England from Virginia, 1585; it was called
Indian henbane: it was ufed by the aboriginal American

3

flowers: the flower is {lender and tubulous, one and half inch long, yel-
lowith, with an obfolete diluted purplebrim, notdivided but expanded
into four or five angles ; the calix is tubulous of four or five narrow feg- .
ments ; the piftillum which becomes the feed veffel is conoidal, five or
fix lines diameter at bottom, and near an inch long, bicapfular with a
middle fpungy double placenta,and contains many {mall round brown-
ifh feeds; the feed is ripe the end of September. In New-England it
is planted in cows pens, it is hotter and does not fmoak fo agreeably as
that of Virginia. .

In trade there are only two fpecies of tobacco, viz. Aranokoe from
Maryland, and the northern parts of Virginia, and {weet-fcented from
the fouth parts of Virginia, whereof the beft kind is from James and
York rivers : the firft is the firongeft, and is in demand in the northern
markets of Europe ; the other is milder and more pleafant: the diffe-
rence feems to be only from the foil: fweet {cented which grows in.
fandy lands s beft for fmoaking when new, or only from two to three
years old ; that from ftiff land, if kept five or fix years, much exceeds.
the former.

[/} Sir Walter Raleigh upon his return from Virginia to London:
1585, having practifed tobacco fmoaking, in a gay humour in his
clofet, ordered his fervant to bring him fome {mall beer; in the mean
time having lighted his tobacco pipe, and colle@ted a mouthful of
fmozak, let it fly in the fervant’s face tofurprize him; the fervant ima-
gining that his mafter’s face was on fire, threw the {mall beer in his
face, and innocently returned the jeft.

Bba2 Indians,
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Indians, both in North and South-America, before the
Europeans arrived there, L

Imported com. annis to Great Britain from Virginia
about 35,000 hogfheads of 8oo lb. to 950 Ib. wt
per hogfthead; from Maryland about 30,000 hogfheads
of 700 1b. and upwards. It is an enumerated com-
modity, and cannot be exported from Britith America
to any ports than Great-Britain, and its plantations.
The neat duty upon tobacco imported into Great-
Britain is about 200,000 /. fterl. per ann. and 14,000 /.
feizures. Anno 1733, when Sir Robert Walpole, firft
commiffioner of the treafury, was projecting a reduction
of fundry cuftoms or impofis upon goods to an excife ; he
propofed in parliament, that the duty upon tebacco, which
at that time was fixpence one third per pound, fhould be
only four pence three farthings per pound, whereof four
pence was for excife and threc farthings duty; this {cheme
did not fucceed [#].

By aconvention or agreement between the courts of
Great-Britain and France, during the late war with
France, the farmers of tobacco in France did contra&®
with merchants in Great-Britain (Mr. Fitz-Gerald was
“the general French agent in Britain,) for fome Britith
tobacco fhips with pafsports, and to return to Great-
Britain in ballaft ; the fhipping ports in Great-Britain
were London, Briftol, Liverpool, Whitehaven, and
Glafgow: the delivery ports in France were Dieppe,
Havre-de-Grace, Morlaix, Bourdeaux, Bayonne, and
Marfeilles. : o

Virginia and Maryland fometimes produce more to-
bacco than they can vent to advantage, by glutting the
‘markets [#] too much, and occafions a mutinous difpo-

[=] Sir Robert Walpole was very intenfe upon bringing moft duties
partly into excife, and partly into cuftoms, the better to multiply re-
venue officers, creatures of the miniftry, towards carrying parliament
elettions, &c. '

{#] This is fometimes the cafe with the Dutch Eaft-India fpices, and
the Weft-India fugars.

fitiony
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fition among the planters, as happened in Bacon’s re-
bellion in Virginia; and at times to keep up the price
of tobacco they burn a certain quantity for each taxable,
as was done in Maryland upon the firft emniflion of paper
money.

The tobacco is generally cultivated by negroes in
fetts, feven or eight negroes with an overfeer is a fett;
each working negro is reckoned one fhare; the over-
feer has one and a half or two fhares. The charge
of a negro is a coarfe woollen jacket and breeches, with
one pair of fhoes in winter; victualling is one peck of
Indian corn and fome falt per week. To prevent to-
bacco from becoming a drug, no taxable is to cul-
tivate above fix thoufand plants of tobacco, -belides
grain.

The plantation duty is one penny fterl. per pound,
upon tobacco exported to the other colonies, and isabout
200/. towards the revenue of the college of William-
fburg in Virginia.

Tobacco is notonly their chief produce for trade, but
may alfo be called their medium or currency; it is re-
ceived in taxes or debts : the infpector’s notes for tobacco
received by him, may be transferred, and upon fight of
thefe notes the infpector immediately delivers to the
bearer fo much tobacco.

Formerly the tobacco affair was managed by receivers
at culling houfes near the fhipping places, where the
planter delivered his tobacco to the merchant; at prefent
inevery river there is a certain number of country ftores
where the planters tobacco is lodged; every hogthead
is branded with the marks of the planter, ftore, and
river.

The common culture of tobacco is in this manner.
The feed is fowed in beds of fine mould,.and tranfplanted
the beginning of May ; the plants are fet at three or four
feet intervals or diftances ; they are hilled and kept con-
tinually weeded ; when as many leaves are (hot out as
the foil can nourifh to advantageg the plant is ftopt and

Bbg it
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it grows no higher; it is wormed from time to time;
the fuckers which put forth between the leaves are
taken off from time to time till the plant arrives to per-
fection, which is in Auguft, when the leaves begin to
turn brownifh and fpot; in a dry time the plant is cut
down and hanged up todry, after being fweated in heaps
for one night ; when it may be handled without crum-
bling (tobacco is not handled but in moift weather,) the
leaves are ftript off from the ftalk, tied vp in little
bundles and packt up in hogtheads for tranfportation.
No fuckers nor ground leaves are allowed to be mer-
chantable.

An induftrious man may manage 6oco plants of to-
bacco, and four acres of Indian corn. ‘

The {mall quantity of tobacco which fome people raife
in Penfylvania and North-Carolina is generally fhipt off
from Maryland and Virginia.

Tobacco is injurious to the nerves, it is fomewhat [¢]
anodyne, and intoxicates perfons not ufed to it.

Pork, Vaft number of fwine or hogs run wild or ram-
ble in the woods of Maryland, Virginia, and North-
Carolina; they are generally fmall; falted and barrelled ;
they make a confiderable branch of the export of thefe
colonies; they feed moftly upon nuts of all kinds, called
maft; they eat oily and rank.

Maft [p] or foreft nuts of many kinds are very plenty
every fecond or third year, and the following year not fo
plenty s thus it is with apples and cyder in New-Eng-
land 3 the plenty and confequently the price of pork from
Maryland, Virginia, and North-Carolina, depends upon

[¢] The Europeans ufe wine, and other fermented liquors, as alfo
{pirits diftilled from them ; the Turks, Perfians, and other oriental na-
tions, ufe opium, bang, betel, &c. all which occafion a fort of indo-
lence or relaxation of mind : thus mankind by a natural tacit confent
allow, that the intenfe application of mind, the cares and inquietudes
of life, require fome fuch expedients of alleviation.

[#] This word or term feems to proceed from the latin word mafti-,
care,

“the
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the goodrefs of their mafting years; anno 1733, a
good maft year, one man a planter and merchant in Vir-
ginia, falted up three thoufand barrels of pork. Next to
the pork fed with Indian corn as in New-LEngland, acorns
make firmeft pork ; beech nuts make fweet pork, but
flabby, foft and oily. In Weftphalia, the hogs in the
woods feed moftly upon cheftnuts.

Grain. Wheat in Maryland and Virginia is fubje& to
the weevel, afmall infe&t of the fcarabeous kind, which
fometimes takes to it in the ear when growing. The
Maryland and Virginia wheat weighs fome 56 1b. to 66
Ib. wt. per bufhel, and cafts white; that from Penfyl-
vania does not weigh fo much; the wheat formerly im-
ported from Nova-Scotia was light and caft dark likerye;
at prefent the prairies, as they are called, or the diked in
wheat lands are wore out. May the prefent political di-
verting publick amufement of improving Nova-Scotia,
become intentionally real, towards a fithery, a place of
arms for our navies, a nurfery of hufbandmen, and a
northern frontier for the protection of our Britith colonies.

Good land in Maryland and Virginia may yield per
acre 15 bufhels wheat, or 3o bufhels Indian corn, which
cafts whiter than that of New-England. .

Calavances are exported to feveral of the other colonies.
Phafeolus erectus minor femine fpherico albido ¢t rubro,
hilo nigro. C. B. P. white and red calavances, or Vir-
ginia peafe; they yield bettcr than the common peale of
Europe, and are good profitable food for the poorer fort
of white people, and for negro flaves. o
" Maize or Indian corn has been already defcribed.

They raife in the uplands, quantities of hemp and flax.
Anno 1751, in O&ober, from the back fectlements of
Maryland, there came into Baltimore town near the bot-
tom of Chefepeak bay, fixty waggons loaden with -flax
feed. In fome countics of Maryland arc erefled charity
working {chools. a :

Bbg Towards
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Towards the mountains there are fome furnaces for run«
ning of iron ore into pigs and hollow caft ware, and forges
to refine pig iron into bars. :

Timber and other wooden lumber. Their oak is of 2
ftraight grain, and eafily rives into ftaves; in building
of veflels it is not durable, they build only fmall craft;
fome years fince they built a very large fhip called the
Britith merchant, burthen one thoufand hogtheads; with
many repairs fhe kept in the Virginia trade thirty-fix

ears.
y Their black walnut is in demand for cabinets, tables,
and other joiners work. ;

Maryland and Virginia produce large beautiful apples,
but very mealy ; their peaches are plenty and good; from
thefe they diftil a fpirit, which they call cyder brandy
and peach brandy.

The Maryland affairs, concerning their cuftom houfes
and naval officers, the number of entries and clearances
-of veflels, the quality and quantity of their exports and
imports, and the tribe of officers thereto belonging, are
not hitherto fully come to my knowledge; I do not chufe
to infert any thing that is not in fome regard perfect,
therefore at prefent, I fhall only copy a few lines from
the lateft prefent ftate of Great-Britain. I obferve their
falaries are {mall. '

North Potomack A colle¢tor and to keep a boat
Patuxent A colle¢tor and to keep a baat
Annapolis A furveyor ‘
Potomack ' A collettor and to keep a boat
Both fides of the bay A riding furveyor
Williamftade A furveyor

Bohama and Saffefras A riding furveyor
Wicomoc and Munia A furveyor
Delaware bay A furveyor
L :
MiscEer-
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, MiscELLANIES.

As many things defigned for a general appendix,muft
be loofe, incoherent, and not fluent; for the eafe of
common readers, we fhall annex fome part of it to each
of the fubfequent fections by the name of mifcellanies,
being of things omitted, or that were not come to m
knowledge at the times of writing, or not reduceable to
particular {ections. As I have all along given it the cha-

racter of common-place, the fummary in propriety may
admit of chis laticude.

In the Rhode-Ifland fection was omitted an authentick
court paper, dated Windfor, Sept. 13, 1686, concerning
the furrender of Rhode-1fland charter. ¢ His majefty
< has gracioufly received the addrefs of the colony of
¢ Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantations in New-Eng-
< land ; humbly reprefenting that upon the fignification
¢ of a writ of quo warranto againft their charter, they
¢ had refolved in a general affembly not to ftand fuit
<¢'with his majefty, but wholly to fubmit to his royal
<¢ pleafure themfelves and their charter wherefore his
< majefty has thought fit to accept the furrender.”
N. B. Asthe Rhode-Ifland charter was not vacated by
any procefs in the courts of law, and the voluntary fur-
render not properly recorded ; upon the revolution of K.
WiLriam they reaffumed their charter, and their aétings
in purfuance of that charter are deemed good by the court
of Great-Britain.

In the mifcellany article of the fetion of Penfyl-
vania, vol. Il. p. 337, was inferted a letter from the
lord juftices of Great-Britain to Mr. D. com-
mander in chief of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay,
concerning an illegally projected fynod or confiftory of
the congregational [¢] minifters in that colony 3 in this

[#] Befides other inconveniencies, there feems to be an impropriety
or inconfiftency in congregationalilt or independent religious foéie-

letter
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letter Mr. D feems to be faulted as conniving at
fuch anti-conftitutional proceedings; as this gentleman
was noted for his fidelity to the crown, and probity to-
- wards the people under his direétion, when in the admi-
niftration of that colony, I cannot avoid publifhing his
vindication of himfelf in a lctter to the board of trade
‘and plantations. '

«« My Lords, . _

¢ By a fhip lately arrived, T received from their ex-

¢ cellencies, the lords juftices, an inftruction for my
¢ future proceedings with refpect to a {ynod propofed
¢ to be held by the minifters of this his majefty’s pro-
¢ vince, which fthall be punctually obeyed as there fhall
¢¢ be occafion ; their lordthips were alfo pleafed to cen-
¢ {ure the proceedings already had in that affair. Where-
¢ fore I think myfelf obliged to acquaint your lord-
< fhips, that I did not pafs a confent for a fynod, but
< only to a vote of the council and affembly, referv-
¢ ing the confideration thereof to the next {cffions,
¢ asyou will fee by the copies of the votes of that
< feflions tranfmitted to you {oon after the rifing of the
¢« court ; and I was then of opinion it would not come
“ on the carpet again, as it never did, notwithftand-
¢¢ ing the prefent feMions had been fitting for fome weeks
< before their lordfhips orders concerning the fame
¢ was received ; neverthelefs I thould have taken myfelf
¢ obliged to have afked your lordfhips directions
“¢ therein, if I had apprehended it to be of a new apd
¢ extraordinary nature; but I muft obferve, that a vote
““in the fame words was paffed on the like occafion
‘¢ by his majefty’s council here in the year 1715, apd
¢ never as I have heard of, cenfured by your lordthips;
““and here I humbly take leave to fay in behalf of

~ ties petitioning for a fynod, or fuperior colleive authority:. it
feems to intimate that the fubordinate claffical ‘way of fubordination
in church government with the prefbyterians, is natural in its ten-

' dency.
. ! s the
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<¢ the minifters of this province, that I know them to be
<¢ a body of men moft loyal and inviolably attached to
¢¢ his majefty, and to his illuftrious houfe, and there-
< fore I did not apprehend any inconvenience could arife
¢ from their affembling, efpecially 'fince they make no
¢¢ pretences that I know of to do any afts of authority,
¢ in fuch meetings, though they call them by the name
¢ of fynod.”

From the accounts we have from time to time received
from Penfylvania, of the Moravian feftary there, and of
a late act of the Britifh parliament in their favour, it was
imagined that they were inoffenfive in their devotional
way ; but their late charater from Germany, feems to
caution againft their proceedings.

A continuation from the Moravian affairs, vol. I
p- 154, 335. The Moravian indifcreet zealots [#] have
been continually endeavouring to part members from all
the three eftablifhed proféffions, (Papifts, Lutherans, and
Calvinifts) in the holy Roman cmpire, efpecially of
tender minds. The Bohemia and Moravian brethren,
by fcandalous fongs, fermons, and writings, obtruded as
gofpel truths under the count of Zinzendorf, a new
fort of religion ; not to be tolerated in the laws of the
holy Roman empire; they ufed Herenbutith fongs,
method, and books of inftitution, count of Iflenburgh
and Badingen.

In Maryland and Virginia there isa general toleration
to legally qualified minifters, to officiate in places legally
licenfed.

Hanover is fixty miles from Williamfburg. A mi-
nifter qualified, and a meeting licenfed, may claim the

[#]. The vermin in all religions, have been enthufiafls, ip@ifcregt
zealots or bigots, and political managers to ferve the court miniftry in
their projets. o

' Liberties
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liberties of toleration, taking the ufual government oaths,
getting the meeting houfes recorded, and fubfcribing the
articles of the church of England, except the 34, 35, 36,
and this claufe in the 2oth article, ¢ The church hath
¢¢ power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in
«¢ controverfies of taith.”” Thefe preibyterians volun-
tarily put themfelves under the immediate care of the
prefbytery of Newcaitle and fynod of New-York; which
they may caft off at pleafure.

Mr. Davies a prefbyterian minifter came into this co-
lony 1748, and obtained licenfes for feven meeting-
houfes, an extravagant plurality ; among thefe he di-
vided his time, viz. three in Hanover county, one in
Henrico county fouthward, one in Carolina county north-
ward, one in Louifa county weftward, and one in Gooch
land to the S. W. of Hanover; thefe affemblies are gene-
rally called new lights, and may confift of about 300
communicants, Mr. Davies wrote anno 1%51; there
were not ten diffenters within a hundred miles of Hano-
ver when he arrived there.

There is an immenfe quantity of land unfettled weft-
ward between Hanover county, and the rivers which
fall into the Mifliflippi river. The three frontier coun--
ties in Virginia, of Frederick, Augufta, and Lunen- -
burgh, are prodigioufly large, and generally fettled by
Irith prefbyterians, as is alfo Amelia and Albemarle
counties. In Virginia to the weftward, they are conti-
nually making new counties, as they do new townthips
in New-England.

The county courts grant meeting-houfe licenfes, but
may be negatived by the fuperior or fupreme court.
Sometimes the county courts deny the granting of li-
cenfes, and fometimes county licenfes when granted, are
negatived by the council, alledging that it does not be-
long to a county court to proceed in fuch affairs, and that
a diffenting minifter can have no legal tolerated right to
more meeting-houfes than one.

The
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‘The [s] frontier counties of Maryland and Virginia are
generally inhabited (as I hinted before) by north of Ire-
land Scots prefbyterians, who landed in Penfylvania, but
fold their improvements there to the more induftrious
German fetters: their pulpit difcourfes are (generally
new-lights {o called) againft the modifh fyftem of Armi-
niani{m, moral duties, and fpeculative truths: fome of
them are under the care of the imaginary {ynod of Phila-
delphia, {fome belong to the fynod of New-York; but
under the immediate care of the prefbytery of Newcattle :
in this prefbytery there are twelve members, and two or
three candidates upon probation.

Roman [#] Catholicks abound in Maryland.

[s] Mr. D—aies, a diflenting prefbyterian minifter of Hanover
county in Virginia, in a piece which he printed 1751, concerning the
ftate of religion among the proteftant diffenters in Virginia, gives fome
informations concerning thefe affairs, but with a new-light or en-
thufiatick turn. He writes, that there has been a confiderable
revival, or rather feulement of religion, in Baltimore county of
Maryland, which lies along Sefquahana river and borders on Pen-
fylvania ; as alfo in Kent county, and queen Anne’s county between
Chefepeak bay and Delaware river. He fays, there have been
in Maryland and Virginia a great number of Scots merchants, (he
means merchants clerks, fuper-cargoes, and fubfuper-cargoes) who
were educated in the preibyterian way ; but generally prove a fcandal
-to their religion and country, by their loofe principles, and immoral
behaviour, and become indifferent in religious profefions, and affe®
politenefs in turning deifts, or fathionable conformifts. M. B. Young
perfons of any nation, after being fettered with peculiar religioa.
modes, when turned loofe, they become wanton, and indulge them~
{elves in irregularities.

[¢] It is not eafily to be accounted for, that the Britith govern-
ment are not more {edulou, in purging off by lenitives, not by
drafticks, the pernicious leaven of popery (their doétrine of no
faith to be kept with hereticks or d:ffenters from them, defroys all
fociety) which prevails in Montferrat, Maryland, and Ire'and. The
litt of proteftants and papifts in Ircland, as computed (in all cafes,
I ufe the laft conputations that are in my knowledge) anno 1732 and

1733. Proteftant families. Popifh families.
In Ulfler 62,620 e 38,459
Leinfter 25,238 92,424
" Munfter 13,337 - 106,407
Connaught 4,299 —44,133

195,494 281,423 . An
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(#] An indolent way of reading their publick prayers
and {ermons prevails in our colonies. '

 The medical digreffion continued.

The {cience or art of medicine will ever remain weak
in theory, and muft be fupplied by experience, and fome
fpecificks (I do not mean quack noftrums) whofe falutary
operations or effeéts in fome difeafes have been difcovered,
not by inveftigation but by chance ; fuch as the Peruvian
bark, mercury, opium.

Experience and fedulous obfervation are too much ne-:
glected by the indolent praétitioners of our colonies; they
chufe to pradtife from authorities, whereas authorities
muft always give way to experience; the nature of medical
affairs allow of no other demontftration than that of good
obfervation ; Sydenham on the fmall pox is reckoned his.
mafter- piece[x].

[«] The churches where the minifter reads the prayers and fermons
may be called reading 'houfes, and the minifter may be called the
‘reader, but at prefent only the afiftant minifter is called the readerand
leGturer: inScotland, and in the foreign churches of all denominations,
reading of fermons and difcourfes is not pratifed.

[x] From my pratice relating to the {mall-pox, which prevailed’
in Boften 1727, and 1730, for the benefit of the publick, efpecially
of my neighbours or townfmen; I beg the reader’s indulgence
in allowing me to obferve, that in the management of the f{pread-
ing fmall-pox, it may be advifeable for perfons much advanced in
years, and confequently their juices rancid, and perfons infirm and
of 2 bad habit of body, to avoid the infe&ion by retiring intothe coun-
try fora few months, confidering that the {mall-pox does not prevail
in Bofton, but afterlong periods; fince the firft fettlement of Bofton the
fmall-pox was ep.demical or popularonly 1649, 1666, 1677 and 1678,
1689 and 1690, 1702, 1721, 1730, the prefent fmall-pox 1752, per
haps may fpread or not fpread. All other perfons, efpecially children,
may continve intown and runthe rifk in the natural way orby inocula-
tion, after a previous proper regimen: this regimen, according to the
beft of my judgment, is a mercurial purge or two, a foft diet ; avoid
catching of cold, ufe no violent exercife of body or perturbation of
mind; upon feizure, if the patient is plethorick, and the fever runs
high, blood-letting is advifeable (but not upon or after eruption) and
gives room for nature to a& her part at more liberty ; in the beginning
a gentle emetick or vomit is of good ufe, it renders the habit of the

In
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In our colonies, if we deduct perfons who die. of old
age, of mala ftamina vitz or onginal bad conftitutions,
ot intemperance, and accidents, there are more die of.
. the practitioner than of the natural courfe of the diftem-
per under proper regimen.  The practitioners generally,
without any confiderate thought, fall into fome routine of
method, and medicines, fuch as repeated blood-lettings,
opiates, emeticks, catharticks, mercurials, Peruvian bark.

In our various colonies to prevent a notorious depo-
pulation from mal-pratice in medicine or cure of
difeafes ; there may be ats of affembly for the regulation
thereof, which at prefent is left quite loofe. A young
man without any liberal education, by living a year or
two in any quality with a practitioner of any fort, apo-
thecary, cancer doctor, cutter for the ftone, bone-fetters,
tooth-drawer, &c. with the effential fundamentals of
ignorance and-impudence, is efteemed to qualify himfelf
for all the branches of the medical art, as much or more
than gentlemen in Europe well born, liberally educated
(and therefore modeft likewife) have travelled much, at-
tended medical profeffors of many denominations, fre-
quented city hofpitals, and camp infirmaries, &c. for
many years.

In the expreffions of Hippocrates, this is literally an
ars longa ; it requires long experience and obfervation
with a peculiar fagacity ; in practice a dull application
(we cannot much boaft of application) does not anfwer 3
there muft be a fuirtable genius, and fometimes a parti-
cular paroxyfm of imagination, asis remarkable in poets
and painters, and as I have obferved in myfelf, in thedi-
agnoftick part of our profeflion. Knowledge, that is,
obfervation and fagacity are the two great requifites ina
phyfician. '

body more meable in circulation, by its thocks ; during the courfe of
this diftemper, dilute plentifully, ufe a cool but notcold regimen; in the
_declenfion ufe gentle catharticks: by this management many of my
fmall-pox patients have fuftained the diftemper with eafe, and without
decumbiture or confincment.

In
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In our colonies, how can a young man of no previous
liberal education, or difpofition to a peculiar knowledge
4n the affair, in a few years attendance in an apothecary’s
thop, and a few months travel, without practical know-
ledge, attain to any degree of perfection in this profef-
fion? Thefe things are not myfteries or infpirations of
particular perfons in the cafe, but an impudent delufion’
and fraud. I fhall not call upon any man’s name in the
queftion, left it thould appear a malicious or invidious re-
{entment for fecret injuries done, not in the way of medi-
cal praétice, but in fuch things we may in a chriftian
{pirit forgive, but naturally we cannot forget.

The practice of phyfick requires much circum{pection
and difcretion, only to be attained by a long and atten-
tive practice.  The conftitutions and other circumftances
occafion the fame fpecies of a diftemper to appear vari-
oufly; for inftance,

Inebriation, an illnefs very obvious and too common
in our colonies : fome it renders more vigorous, in others
the tongue and limbs faulter ; fome are ferious, that is,
praying or crying drunk; fome are mad or furious, fome
dull and fleepys fome gay and witty, fome dull and filly.
Thus itisin all diftempers, the fymptoms vary according
to the conftitution, and in the general indications of cure
ought to be allowed for.

In aftronomy the inequality of the motions of the fe-
veral planets are many and various, but by indefatigable
obfervations they are reduced to equations or rules; but
it is to be feared that in our microcofm or animal ceco-
nomy, there are fo many inequalities as not to admit of
any fixed rules, but muft be left to the fagacity of fome
practitioners, and to the rathnefs of others.

SECT.
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SECT. XVL
Concerning the Colony and Dominions of Virginia.

Olumbus’s difcoveries of America, fet all trading

or navigating nations into the humour of difcove-
ries weftward of Europe. The Cabots of Briftol, Ita~
lian mariners, obtained a patent from king Henry VIL
(fee vol. I. p.111.) anno 14935, forall Jands.they fhould
difcover weft of Europe, with certain royal refervations:
they ranged the eaftern fhore of North-America, and
took a formal, but imaginary pofleffion without occu-
pancy of fundry parts thereof. From that time, for
near a century, that coaft was not fo much as navigated
by the Englifh; until Sir Walter Raleigh obtained a pa-
tent from queen Elizabeth, March 25, 1584, for difco-
veries and fettlements in America. See vol. I. p. 112.
Raleigh and his aflociates fitted out two veflels, in a
round-about courfe by way of the Canaries and Caribbee
Weft-India iflands to the coaft of Virginia, they fell in
with the ifland Roanoke upon the North-Carolina fhore,
at the Roanoke inlet (about 36 d. N. lat.) of Albemarle
found or river.

Sir Richard Grenville, the chief of Sir Walter Ra-
leigh’s affociates, 1585, at his return to England, left
108 men upon Roanokeifland, under Mr. Ralph Lane;
from imprudent management, they were in danger of
being ftarved ; but Sir Francis Drake in his expedition
to the Weft-Indies, had inftruétions upon his return to
England, to touch in there, and carried thefe miferable
people home to England. At the fame time Sir Walter
Raleigh in a thip, and about a fortnight after Sir Ri-
chard Grenville with three thips, failed thither, Sir Walter
fell in with cape Hatteras a little fouthward of Roanoke 3
having no intelligence of the people left at Roanoke, he
returned to England: Sir Richard found the ifland, but

Vou. IL Cec no
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no people; he left fifty men upon the ifland with two
years provifions, and returned toEngland ; thefe fifty
men were all killed by the Indians.

Next fummer, 1587, three fhips with men and women
fettlers and provifions arrived at Roanoke, and formed
themfclves into a government, confifting of a governor,
Mr. John White, and twelve counfellors, incorporated
* by the name of the governor and affiftants of the city of

Raleighin Virginia: this fettlement when Mr. White re-
turned to England, cenfifted of 115 perfons.

It was two years before Mr. White could obtain the
neceffary recruits of fupplies; after atedious paffage with
three thips, he arrived at cape Hatteras, Auguft 1590,
but in a violent ftorm they parted from their cables, drove
to fea, and returned to England, without vifiting the
poor fettlers, to whom no vifit wasattempted for the fix-
teen following years, and perhaps cut off by the Indians,
being never heard of afterwards.

In purfuance of the new-charter of 1606, capt- New-
port, vice admiral, with fettlers, (fome Poles, and Dutch
to make tar, pitch, pot-afhes and glafs,) arrived at cape
Heriry the beginning of May 1607 ; he failed up Pow-
batan or James river many miles, founded James-town,
and at his retnrn for England left about 200 perfons there;
thefe may properly be called the firft fettlers of the co-
lony ; many of them died, and were much molefted by
the Indians. 1619 there arrived alarge fupply of 1216
people, they made many fettlements: and 1620 an af-
fembly of reprefentatives called burgefles was inftituted,
and in the year following courts of judicature were ap-
pointed.

We may obferve, that capt. John Smith, called the
traveller, defigned for Roanoke where Mr. John White
had left 115 perfons, fell in between the capes of Vir-
ginia, the f{outhermoft he called cape Henry, the
northermoft cape Charles, in honour of the king’s
fons; the Indian name of the bay was Chefepeak; the
firft great river they met with was on the fouth fide of

this
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this bay, by the Indians called Powhatan, and by the
Englith named James river, the king of England’s
name: about fifty miles up thisriver, they made a fettle-
ment upon a peninfula, being convenient for navigation,
trade, and ealily fortified, and called it James-town;

From that time we have had an uninterrupted pofieffion
of that country.

Capt. Smith in his hiftory relates many mifadven~
tures of the firft Virginia fettlers, viz. a third fu/pply
was fent from England 1609, being nine thips, and 500
people, under Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers,
and capt. Newport; the fleet was fcattered in a ftorm,
and only feven veflels arrived; the commiffion or patent
was in one of the miffing fhips; this Virginia fettle-
ment from 500, were foon reduced to fixty perfons, al-
moft famithed by mifmanagement; but Sir Thomas
Gates, and Sir George Somers, who faved themfelves
with 150 more people in Bermudas, built two fmall
cedar barks, fct out May 10, 1610, and arrived in Vir-
ginia the 20th, to the comfort of the remaining Vir-
ginia fettlers; foon finding much mifery, they all em-
bark to abandon the country, but in falling down the
river, they were met by lord Delaware with three fhips,
and all neceffaries; Sir George Somers returned to Ber-
mudas in his former cedar bark of thirty tons, to feich
provifions, and foon died there, @t. 60. Lord Dela-
ware returned to England, and left capt. George Percy
commander. 1611, May 10, arrived Sir Thomas Dale
with three fhips, men, cattle, and provifions: Auguft
4, arrives Sir Thomas Gates, governor, with fix rall.
thips, 300 men, 100 kine, and other cattle, provifions,
and ammunition. 1612, arrives capt. Argol, withaen
and provifions[y]. 1614, Sir Thomas Gates and capt,
Argol return to England, and capt. Yearly is left com-
mander. o '

[y] 1613, Mr. John Rolfe married Pocahantes, daughter of Pow-
hatan, the king of the Indians, and peace with the Indians continued

Ccaz 1617,
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1617, capt. Yearly returns for England, capt. Argol

being fent over governor by the council and com-
pany [z] ; of the company’s people, there remained fifty
four men, women, and childreny abour this time the

“ tenants brought into the ftore about 400 bufhels of corn
per ainum rént; tobacco fold from eighteen pence to
three fhillings per pound. 1618, the council and com-
pany fent over lord Delaware with 200 people, in athip
of 250 ton: he died in the paffage. 1619, arrives Sir
George Yeariy as governor.

* In a book printed 1620, by the treafurer and council
we find, thatthere were many noblemen and knights con-
cerned ; the earl of Southampton was treafurer,

1621, Sir Francis Wyat is appointed governor, and
arrives with nine fhips. Every perfon was to plant 1000
plants of tobacco, with eight leaves each plant, which
is about 1001b. of tobacco; corn fold at two fhillings and
fixpence per buthel.

To refume the thread of occurrencies. Sir Walter
Raleigh by his attainder, having forfeited his patent,
anno 1606 [a], feveral adventurers petitioned the king

many years; 1616, Mr. Rolfe with his Indian wife went for England,
where being upon return fhe foon died at Gravefend ; Powhatan her
father died in April 1618. '

[=] Sometimes they are called the treafurer, council, and company.

Capt. Smith, called the traveller, fome time prefident of Virginia,
continued' the hiftory of Virginia down to 1624 ; he was fo volatile,
that after iineteen years expence of time in America, he had not one
foot of land there. ‘
. Capt. Argol, 1613, carried off two French veflels from Port-Royal
in La Nouvelle France, or North-Virginia, now Annapolis-Royal of
Nova-Scotia. g

{a] Upon the reports of fome private traders to North America,
there was a royal grant or patent obtained April 10, 1606, by two
companies in one charter, fee vol. I. p. 365. The northern com-
pany infenfibly vanithed, and 2 new company by the name of the
council of Plymouth had a patent or grant, Nov. 18, 1620, (fee
vol. I. p. 366,) with a power to convey their granted lands to any
of his majefty’s {ubjets, without any formal power of government or
jurifdi&ion. :

for

?
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for grants with jurifdi¢tions, and the firft colle&ive
fertlements were made (the French at the famg time
were making fettlements in Canada) and fifty miles
up Powhatan or James river; capt. Newport Jaid out
James town ; the government was in a prefident and
council fenc from England, they had fundry fupplies
from England about that time, but the fettlemert did
not thrive: ac firft they were called the honourable
or right worfhipful company of Virginia. Sir Walter
Raleigh upon his attainder neglefted Virginia, and by a
fort of connivance of the court went to Guiana a mine
hunting for gold and precious ftones,

The company of 1606, did not thrive; and anno
1609, the fettlers were not exceeding 277 ; they furren-
dered their charter, being tired out with charges, and no
profpect of profit, and a new patent was iffued in the
name of the treafurer and council, This new company
appointed lord Delaware general or governor by ap-
probation of the crown; by miftake of the mariners

N

Capt. Gofnol, a former adventurer in a fmall veflel with thirty-two
men from Dartmouth, eflaying a more diltin€t courfe to Virginia, than -
had been formerly pradtifed, fell into the bite of Cape-Cod, (he got
much cod-fith there) in New-England fome Bifcayers had been a
fithing there ; he traded with the Indians to advantage, and gave
names to fundry places, Martha’s Vineyard becaufe overgrown with
wild vines, Elizabeth iflands, &c. which they retain to this day ;
he retorned the fame year to Dartmouath.” This profitable voyage
encouraged fome merchants of Briflol to fend two veflels 17c3,
inthe fame trat; they made a good voyage. 1605, a fingle fhip
from London fell in with the eaftern parts of Long-ifland in New-York
government, and traded up Conne&icut river. From thefe fuccefles,
fome traders petitioned the court for the charter which they obtained
1606 asabove. . :

Capt. Smith, 1608, with{undry veflels, being the fixth voyage to
thefe parts, coafting along the eaftern fhore of North-America, he
writes, that Virginia lies from Cape-Fear 34d. N. lat. to 4¢d. or
New-France ; he failed up Chefepeak-bay, fo far as Sefquahana river,
in queft of mines, but in vain. 106cg, many peop e were fentover
with catile, artillery, and ftores, but were much harrafied by the In-
dians and ficknefs. 1619, in the compafs of one year, eleven fhips with
1216 men, women and children, arnved from Epgland, and made
many fettlements upon James and York rivers,

Ccy he
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he fell in with Penfylvania-bay, inftead of Chefepeak
or Virginia-bay, and gave name to it (this was be-
fore the Dutch fettled) which it retains to this day;
he foon returned to England. Lord Delaware in his
fecond voyage to Virginia 1618, died in the paf-
fage ; in his firft- voyage he arrived in Virginia, June
9, 1610, and continued governor uatil March fol-
lowing, "

1626, Becaufe of the bad conduét of the managers,
and hardfhips fuftained by the fettlers, by a quo warranto
the patent was fued out, both property and jurifdiction
became vefted in the crown, where it remains to this
day; the fettlers pay two thillings fterling per annum
quit-rent per 100 acres, under the diretion of a king’s
governor and council, with an affembly or houfe of repre-
fentatives chofen by the people; thefe three negatives
compofe the legiflature or general court.

When capt. Smith, fome time prefident of Virginia,
wrote his hiftory 1624, within fixty miles of James-town,
the principal fettlement, there were not above 1500 fen-
cible men, and for want of raifing provifion fufficient,
they could not npon any exigency bring above 700 men
together.

Becaufe of notorious bad management, the company
was ciflolved by king CharlesI. and the colony was
" brought under the immediate direction of the crown as
above, and fcttlers flocked over; particularly fome of
gocd condition to enjoy the liberty of worthipping God
in their own manner ; lord Baltimore, 2 Roman catholick,
retired thither, but the people of Virginia, rigid prote-
ftants, did not ufe him well, and he was difcouraged from
continuing in Virginia, as we have more at large related
in the fection of Maryland, .

"The firft fettlers intent upon taking up large tra&ts of
land, occafioned the feveral fettlements to be difperfed at
confiderable diftances from gne another, and not in towns
o villages, ' '

At



Szer. XVL Of VirciNta, 301

At prefent the jurifdi@®ion or government is bounded
fouth by a line W. by compafs (the variation there be-
ing fmall, is neglected) dividing Virginia from North-
Carolina, beginning at a certain great tree in the north
latitude of about 36d. 4om. (in its progrefs it in-
terfets the river Roanoke many times in its meanders,)
and continues weft indefinitely ; the weftern boundary
is the South-Sea, or lands ina prior occupancy of any
chriftian prince; it is bounded northerly, on the eaft
fide of Chefepeak bay by a line running due eaft from
Watkins-Point, near Wighco river on Chefepeak in
about the latitude of 38d. 1om. to the ocean; on
the weft fide of Chefepeak bay it is bounded by Poto-
mack river to a certain head thereof, and thence by a
weft line indefinitely in lat.—This Maryland line of
Jjurifdiction with the province of Virginia, and of pro-
perty with lord Fairfax, is not hitherto finally fettled ;
eaft and fouth, Virginia is bounded by the great ocean.

K. Charles II. having gratified fome noblemen with
two large grants called the northern and fouthern grants
or necks; when thefe noblemen claimed them, it gave
great uneafinefs to the fettlers, and the colony agents in
England agreed with thefe grantees of two necks, for a
{mall confideration. 4 :

Virginia is divided by the great rivers of Potomack,
Rapanahock, York, and James, into four necks, the two
counties ealt of Chefepeak bay make the fifth great di-
vifion; the divifion between Potomack and Rapahan-
nock rivers, is called the northern neck, and isat prefent
the property of lord Fairfax of Cameron, an Englithman
with a Scots title. \ , ” _

Lord Colpepper, who came over governor of Virginia
1679, was one of K. Charles II. patentees of the north-
ern neck ; having got affignments from the other pa-
tentees, 1688, 4th Jac. II. he obtained a patent for
all the northern neck; and by inveigling the tenants
to pay the quit-rents to his agents, he became pof-
feffed of all the quit-rents, and his heirs at prefent en-

Ccyg Joy
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joy them by a kind of prefeription, but without any
thare in the jurifdiction, becaufe chargeable: he relin-
quifhed the government thereof to the crown. IL.ord
Colpepper of Thorfway in England died 1719, having
no male heir, the heritors are extinét; his daughter and
heirefs married lord Fairfax: thus Virginia confifts of
two properties in one government,

Here we muft obferve, that the continuation of this
hiftorical eflay was interrupted for fome months, by
the unlucky incident of an epidemical diftemper: the
{mall-pox, after about twenty-two years abfence, being
imported, and prevailing in Bofton of New-England;
the printer and his people in fear of the fmall-pox, left
their printing office in Bofton, and retired into the
country.

We may alfo obferve, that the writer from an entire
and unavoidable avocation of mind from all other mat-
ters but thofe of his profeffion, finds the thread of his
narration affected, which with the growing remotenefs of
the provinces to be treated of, will render the following
accounts lefs minute, but always avoidingany deviation
from truth. :

A Digreffion concerning the fmall-pox.

The appendix [4] according to our firft fcheme would
have been out of proportion too large; therefore we
fhall occafionally interfperfe fome things defigned for the
appendix, more efpecially relating to diftempers at times
epidemical or endemial in the Britith North-America

_[2] This hiftory or rather thefe minutes (as we have frequently
hinted) were originally defigned as acommon place loofely put together,
but in an hiftorical manner; if they prove informing and ufeful, {fome
fubfequent writers may digeft them : it is as much as my leifure time
does allow, to draw the plan, and lay in thematerials; a good artificer
may with eafe eret the edifice.

1 ' colonies :
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coloriies: as the fmall-pox has lately been epidemical or
very general in Bofton of New-England, from the begin-
ning of April, tonear the end of July 1752, I fhall here
infert fome particular obfervations concerning the fame,
while recent in my mind.

I. There are many things infcrutable in the nature
of this diftemper. 1. Why it did not emerge, or at
leaft why it is not mentioned in hiftory fooner than
the beginning of the Saracen conquefts? 2. Seeing it
is univerfally agreed, that a perfon who has had the
fmall pox once, is not liable to it again, the feminium
thereof being fuppofed exhaufted: how is it that pa-
rents who have procreated after having had the {mall-
pox, their progeny is notwithftanding liable to receive
‘the fmall-pox infection? 3. How is it that a woman
having the fmall-pox when pregnant, the fcetus does not
receive the {mall-pox from the mother, but may receive
it many years after being born? this was the cafe of
‘capt. B—— doge of Salem and others in my knowledge.
4. How is it that the difpofition of the air (Sydenham
calls them, various fmall-pox conftitutions) in fundry
years is more or lefs conducive to propagate the fmall-
pox infection, and to render that diftemper more or
lefs deleterious; thus we find by the bills of mortality
of London, Edinburgh, and other great towns where the
fmall-pox is never abfent, that the number of {mall-
pox burials in various years differs much [¢], without re-
gard to the varieties of feafons and weather, and with-
out regard to the more or lefs pernicious modes and
fathions of managing the fmall-pox; modes or au-
thorities of leading phyficians have from time to time per-
nicioufly been introduced into medicine, witnels in the
fmall-pox, Morton’s alexipharmicks, Sydenham’s opiates,

~ [¢] Within the London bills of mortality there died anno 1746, of

the fmall-pox 3336; anno 1751, there died of the fmall pox 9g8: in

Edinburgh and Weft-Kirk parith, there died anno 1743, of the fmall-

POx 249; anno 1747, there died 71, P
an
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and the repeated blood-lettings of fome prefent noted
prallitioners in Great-Britain. May phyficians in writing
avoid all fathionable whims and cant of the times ; fuch
as were formerly occult and fpecifick qualities, chemical
reafonings, mechanical powers, and thelike: they are of
no ufe, and {foon become obfolete.

II. T have been a fedulous attendant and obferver of
the fmall-pox, which in Bofton happened to be epi-
demical anno 1721, 1730, and 1752. In the year
1721, being a fort of novice in the fmall-pox praétice,
I confiled too much in the method of the celebrated
Dr. Sydenham, particularly his cold regimen, and fre-
quent ufe of vitriolicks and opiates, but from  their bad
{uccefs I gradually corretted myfelf: 1730 1 abandoned
the cold regimen, and fubftituted a moderately cool
regimen: I laid afide the frequent ufe of fp. vitrioli,
as occafioning naufeas in the ftomach, and of opiates as
a remora or clog of the courfe of any diftemper, and
asit folicits the morbid affe&ion to the brain; with fuc-
cefs I followed the purging method in the declenfion
of the fmall-pox ; I had the hint from the accidental
natural purgings in that period which faved the lives of
many, and was confirmed therein by the obfervations of
Freind and Mead. 1752, I depended almoft entirely
upon the fund or ftock of my own obfervations,

and my principal indications were from the juvantia and
ledenuia [d].

[4] Where thefe are not followed, medicine becomes a mere whim,
and aludibrium of the people; as in the fmall pox, fome follow a
hot regimen, fcme a cold regimen, fome ufe repeated- blood-let-
tings, fome a frequent ufe of opiates; others declare them pernicious ;
{ome keep the body coftive, fome ufe the purging method, &c. it
isonly the juvantia and ledentia can determine the queftion, as they
have in the inftances of Sydenham’s grand miftakes of keeping the
body bound, and frequent ufe of opiates. The miftakes of the moft
celebrated practitioners ought to be more canvafled, as their authori-
ties are dangerous precedents, C )

1I. Tam
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IL T am perfuaded that during the laft twenty-
two years abfence of the fmall-pox in Bofton, from 1730
to 1752, if it had been allowed its free courfe, confi-
dering that perfons when children would have been
the fubjeéts of it, fewer would have died of it, than
have died of it in a few months 1752.. If it is not al-
lowed its free courfe when it does 1nvade Bofton epidemi-
cally, particular perfons not qualified to receive it may
avoid it, by retiring into the country for a few months.
The not qualified are infants, their ftamina vitz are
too tender; pregnant women ; pubefcentes and for a
few years after puberty, while their juices are in a
juvenile fret; perfons upwards of forty-five &t. (I
write from obfervation, not from abftracted imagina-
tion) becaufe their juices become rancid; and all
perfons urder any conftitutional or habitual diftem-
perature of body, particularly the fcrophulous or ftru-
mous, who generally fuffer much in this diftemper ;
we may remark that the fmail-pox fometimes leaves
fcrophulous difpofitions in perfons formerly not fcrophu-
lous. All others to render the fubfequent parts of their
life more eafy, may run the rifk in the natural, that is,
accidental way (by the pores of the {kin, by infpiration,
deglutition, &c.) or by the more favourable way of in-
oculation,

IV. Before I proceed farther, I fhall give a general
numerical hiftory of the Bofton New-England periods,
&c. of epidemical fmall-pox. From the firft fettling
of the province of Maflfachufetts-Bay the fmall-pox has
been epidemical in Bofton only cight times, 1649, 1666,
1678, 1689, 1702, 1721, 1730, and 1752: I fhall
enumerate the periods which happened in this current
century. ' '

1702, beginning of July, the fmall-pox appeared after
thirteen years abfence; the alexipharmick method and

hot regimen were ufed ; about 300 white peop'e died qu
~ this
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this fmall-pox [e]; the moft burials were in the month
of December, 74 f].

1721, it was imported (from Barbadoes) by the Sal-
tortugas flcet middle of April; 1t continued fkulking
about until the middle of June, when the eruptions ap-
pearing in many families, the watches appointed to
prevent its fpreading were dilcontinued, and it was al-
lowed to take its courfe. In the next parcel of decum-
bents, the eruptions appeared about the feventh or
eighth of July. Intheend of July it {fpread much; in
O&ober was the highcft number of deaths, and about the
middle of Oétober {mall-pox burials began to decreafe.
ZEneas Salter, employed by the fele¢t men of Bofton (the
prudential manager of town affuirs) to make a {crutiny
after the {mall-pox ceafed, by a book in feveral columns
of lifts, he found that the number of perfons who con-
tinued in Bofton (many fled into the country) were
10,567, whercof about 700 efcaped ; the {mall-pox de-
cumbents had been 5989, whereof 844 died, which is
nearly one in feven. This {mall-pox continued
in Bofton eight months; about eighty died with
purples and hamorrhages, which is about onein ten of
~the deaths.—~In and about Bofton 286 were inoculated,
whereof the inoculators acknowledge fix to have died,
which is about one in forty-eight.

The {mall-pox of 1730 was imported from Ireland
in the autum 1729, and was fhut up in a few families’
during winter ; beginning of March following it fpread
much; the watches were removed, and the fourth of

[e1 Hitherto petechiz (purple fpot:) and hxmorrhages, of which
many died, were called a mortal {carlet fever invading the town at the
fame time with the fmall-pox, but an entirely dittinét diftemper : 1721
1 was the firlt who in New-England introduced them as deleterious
fymptoms in the fmall-pox.

(/] Inthebeginning ofthis century, the inhabitants of Bofton,blacks
included, were about 6750, and the burials commumbus annis about
230. Anno 1720, the inhabitants were circiter 11,000, and burials,
communibus annis about 350. Anno 1735, (1729 and 1730 were
meafles and fmail-pox years) the inhabitants were about 15,000, and .
burials communibus annis 500,

March
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March 1429-30 it had a free courfe, and inoculation was
allowed. The higheft number of burials after nine years
abfence was in June, it ended with the month of Oc-
tober. The decumbents were eftimated at about 4000
(no exa& fcrutiny was made) whereof about 500 died,
which is nearly one in eight, and of thefe about feventy-
five with porples and hemorrhages. Of not quite 400
inoculated in Bofton twelve died, which is about one in
thirty-three; the inoculated fmall-pox was not fo fa-
vourable as 1721, they were loaded, and a more pro-
traCted confinement; many of their incifions fuffered.
much, and required the fpecial care of a furgeon for a
confiderable time ; of the twelve deaths three proceeded
from the incifions ulcerating and putrifying, S—ry
W —— d’schild, col. Ch——Iley’s child, Mr, G——¢’s
foreman. :

The {mall-pox of 1752. A fhip from London, capt.
Coufins, with the fmall-pox aboard, was bulged Dec.
24, 1751, in Nahant bay near Bofton; the people of
Chelfey, the adjacent town, compaffionately aflifting to
fave the fhip’s crew, received the fmall-pox; about one
in four or five died ; v. {. or blood-letting was blamed
and happily loft its reputation in the {fubfequent
Bofton fmall-pox. It arrived in Bofton in January
following, by a failor belonging to the fhip, and got -
into five or fix families, but did not much fpread till
the twentieth of March 1752, and Monday the twenty-
third, inoculation was let loofe; fome greedy pratti--
tioners indifcriminately inoculated any perfons who
could be perfuaded to receive it, even pregnant women,
puerpeas, old negroes, and the like; upon a fcrutiny
smade July twenty-fourth, by the felect men and the over-
feers of the poor in the feveral wards, the fele©® men re-
queft the practitioners to inoculate no more after the twen-
ty-feventh of July. To take at one view the ftate of the
fmall-pox in Bofton from January 1752, to July24, the
following table may ferve,

Small-
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‘Whites Blacks
Small-pox in the natural way 5059 485
Whereof died 452 62

By inoculation 1970 139

- Whereof died 24 7
Sick in feventeen families 23
Perfons who have not received it 174

There died of inoculation thirty-one perfons, not in-
cluding the dubious deaths of Mr. Coleman’s fon, who
died by fubfequent nervous diforders and fore eyesy, and
the two daughters of Mr. Goldthwait who died under
inoculation, but as it is {aid by the fore throat illnefs. The
fcrutiny reported, that the total of refidenters, o called,
atthat time were 15,734, including 1544 negroes, and
about 1800 abfentees who had fled from the {mall-pox.
Died of an inoculated fmall-pox, about one in eighty-two
whites, and one in twenty blacks.

V. The fmall-pox in cold countries is more fatal to
blacks than to whites. In the Bofton fmall-pox of 1752,
there died whites in the natural way about one in
eleven, by inoculation one in eighty; blacks in the
natural way one in eight, by inoculation one in
twenty. In hot countries it is more fatal to whites
than blacks. In Charles-town of South-Carolina, when
the {fmall-pox prevailed 1738, upon a fcrutiny, it was
found that in the natural way, of 647 whites, died -
157, is one in four; by inoculation of 156 whites,
died nine, is one in twenty : of 1024 blacks in the na-
tural way there died 138, is one in feven and half; of
251 blacks by inoculation there died feven, is one in
thirty-fix.

V1. In autumn the {fmall-pox is the moft deleterious; )
in all autumnal fevers there is a putrid complication
from the declining and lefs vegete feafon; in winter
the fealon does not allow it to fpread ; the fpring, if not

toc
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too wet, and the fummer, if not too hot, are the moft fa
vourable feafons for the fmall-pox. :

VII. We improve in the management of the {inall-
pox: in the natural way 1721, died about one in feven 3
1730, about one in eight; 1752, nearly one in eleven,
which may be attributed to the gradually relinquithing
alexipharmicks, and a hot regimen formerly recom-
mended by many, being one extreme; and of a cold
management the other extreme: by this Sydenham has
done much damage : as nature’s helm{men, we have va-
ried from a more cool to a more cordial regimen, ac-
cording to the conftitutions of different patients, and the
various ftadia, and other circumftances of the fame pa-
tient: v. s. or blood-letting, was feldom ufed; fcarce
any ufe of opiates ; the patierit waskept in a natural tem-
perature with a plentiful ufe of diluters; the body kept
foluble in all the ftadia, and when the maturation was
completed, cordial purges for two or three days,

VIII. The greater or fmaller mortality in the {mall-
pox is not principally owing to the feafons, regimen,
and the like; but fomewhat infcrutable in the various
conftitutions of families and individvals: 1721, Mr.
Bond, a carpenter, and five of his children, died with
purples and hzmorchages in Bofton; 1752, four chil-
dren of Mr. Wier of Charles-town died, whereof one
was inoculated. The commonly received notion of the
fmall-pox being fatal to the New-England born, is not
true and juft, and is of bad effect in depreffing the {pirits
of New-Englind men when feized abroad: 1752 of the
fmall-pox decumb-nts in Bofton died about - one in
eleven; it is feldom fo favourable in any part of Great-
Britain. :

The fmall-pox is a malignant contagious eruptive puf-
tulary fever, obferving certain fadi, communicable
only by perfonal infection : it is not known to be ende-

4 mial
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mial in any country as the plagueis in Turkey; it was
not known in America until the colonies from Europe
itroduced it. In the natural 'way, from infection received
to the firft eruptions, allowing a latitude of varieties of
ages and conftitutions, are fourteen to twenty-one days’;
in the inoculated way, are feven to fourteen days; but I
fufpect thefe of fourteen days, to have received the infec-

tion in the natural way from the inoculator, or from the
effluvia of his variolated doffils. The {mall-pox general-

ly is not infecting, until a concotted pus is formed. In
the imall-pox time 1752, the chicken or fpurious pox

was frequent, and fometimes pafied for the {fmall-pox, and

fome perfons have ineffeftually been inoculated from

thence : but if there has been an apparatus of two or three

days, though the puftules are watery or ichorous with a
thin cyftis, if the bafes be red with a circular florid cuticu-

lar expanfion, we may pronounce it a genuine fmall-pox,

There are vaft varieties of the genuine {fmall-pox ; in ge-

neral, the fooner the feveral ftadia are accomplithed, the

more benign is the {mall-pox, and frequently the danger

is in proportion to the number of puftules, efpecially in

the face. In the fmall-pox natural and ingrafted, fome

patients a few days before decumbiture, have tranfient

intermitting complaints; fome after the genuine {mall-

pox poftulary eruption is completed, have eruptions of
fpurious puftules.

To form a general idea of the fmall-pox, we may
take the diftin& plump kind asa stanparp. It begins
with the common fymptoms of a fever (in the ap-
paratus of many, there are no chills, rigors, and hor-
ripilations perceivable; a cough is no fymptom) par-
ticularly with a pain in the head, back, and limbs;
oppreffion e regione ventriculi, naufea, or vomitings,
fore throat in general, but no dangerous fymptom, it
gradually vanifhes after maturation ; nervous affetions,

deliria,
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deliria, phrenfies, and fometimes convulfions in children;
[£] the end of the third or beginning of thefourih day,
the fmall-pox puftules begin to appear ; in fome few, the
eruptions make their appearance without any apparatus
fymptoms ; generally, the younger the fubje&, the fooner
all the ftadia of any diftemper, particularly of the {mall-
pox, are performed; the fifth day they are round and en-
large their bafes of a lively red; the fixth day they come
to apoint; the feventh day the points or apices turn
white ; the eighth they turn yellow; the ninth thereis a
“laudable digefted pus; the tenth they begin to cruft or
fcab; the twelfth they are dry fcabs. '

X. There are fo many varieties of the fmall-pox
appearances, they cannot be reduced to clafles; we
may obferve, that the very young and very old are fcarce
fufceptible of the finall-pox, perhaps their vis vitz is too
feeble for bringing the variolous leaven received, to
“leaven the whole lump. I fhall enumerate fome of the
moft noted varieties. 1. A diftinét dry fort, few, not
large, bafis fcarce inflamed, very fmall digeftion, being
warty or horny; the fifth or fixth day from eruption,
they begin to dry and foon vanifh, leaving no pittings,
only freckles. 2. The diftinét plump kind as above
defcribed for a ftandard. 3. The coherent, not well
defcribed by the writers concerning the fmall-pox; I
fuppofe they mean a frequent or cluftered fmall-pox de-
prefled, generally pitted or umbilicated in the center,
and upon the maturation frequently attended with a
fecond or fecondary fever. 4. The confluent, which
are very irregular in their firlt appearances and fubfequent
ftadia ; frequently they appear eryfipelas like, and after

(¢] Sydenham and fome others reckon them a good progpoflick,
whereas many fuch die in the apparatus and beginning of erupiion; all
pra&titioners obferve that purgings and convulfions are generally the
mott fatal diftempers of children, therefore they muft be bad Yymptoms
in the apparatus of their {mall-pox: Iknow of no diftemper where con*
vulfions are a favourable prognoftick. o

Vo 11 D d " the
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the period of maturation, they become an afh-coloured
cruft or white fkin; their fecond fever frequently be-
comes a2 hectick, not mortal until after fome weeks,
months or years. 5. The fmall-pox interfperfed with
petechie, veficulee miliares, or fmall blifters of a limpid
or bluifh ferum ; with purple fpots more or lefs diluted ;
and h&morrhages, which are more mortal than the plague
itlelf. N. B. In fome there is at firft, a fluth or rath-
like formidable appearance, but foon difappearing, the
fmall pox looks favourable. N.B. A round turgid
fmall-pox with florid interftices is the beft.

XI. Among the bad fymptoms in the fmall-pox, we
may enumerate the following [54] : mild fymptoms in a
fmall-pox of a bad appearance; univerfal feeblenefs or
proftration of ftrength; pain from the nape of the neck
all along the fpine; naufea, and averfion to any drink ;
fetid anhelous breathings; groans, vigiliz, inquictudes
or Janguid toffings, comas, a fparkling piercing bright
eye threatening a phrenfy; colliquations of any kind
in the eruption, fuch as profufe {weatings, many ftools,
menftruatio tempore non debito, purples and heemorrha-
ges. A miliary eruption, or like rank meafles, or ery-
fipelas like; a fpanith brown unequal eruption, a cry-
ftaline {fmall-pox: a filiquous fmall-pox, where the pu-
ftules of a cream colour run together, waved of various
figures, fpungy not mellow ; a feffile fmall-pox ; where
the confluent fort dry in the beginning of maturation s
after the eruption is compleated, miliary blifters or pur-
ples appearing in the interftices containing a dark red
ferum; a fudden fubfidence of the puftules and fwellin
of the face; the eyes fhutup, opening fuddenly ; puftules

[4) Excepting in bad cafes of the {mall-pox, in Europe, phyficians
are feldom called upon; it is left to the management of the matrons
and to nature:: it is reckoned a diftemper of children, fuch as are red
gum, toothing, worms, and the like; the Dutch with good propriety
call it kinderen packies, but few of the adults are toreceive it, becaufe
when children they are allowed to have it in common courfe.

fefiile
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feflile dry fubfiding in the center; interftices livid or
pale; in the defquamation or declenfion, where a fanious
gleeting fcab returns with a tedious expectoration of
vifcid phlegm, and he&ick ; a cold refpiration ; carrion
like fetid ftools; a ftrong vibration of the carotide arte-
ries ; the firft eruptions more general in the extremities
than in the face and neck : fcarce any die but in the dry-
ing defquamation or declenfion period ; this drying fome-
times happens in the firft of maturation, or any time of
the maturation protracted but not perfeted ; indigo co-
loured ftains in the puftules; fcabs or crufts of a bees-
wax colour are the moft laudable, the afh-coloured are
bad, the black are very bad; where the puftules after
maturation fcem to be at a ftand, and do not fcab or cor-
rugate, the patientis weak, -and the cafe dubious.

. The management of the [mall-pox in general.

To receive the fmall-pox, when expected, in the natu-
ral or inoculated way; keep an eafy undifturbed mind,
avoid catching of cold, refrain from violent exercife,
ufe a foft diet, take a mercurial purge or two. 1. In
the beginning [7] of the apparatus fever, give a gentle
vomit (a rude vomit hurts as much as does violent ex-
ercife) it not only cleans the ftomach, but by its fhocks
removes obflructions, renders the ceconomy meable for
a regular circulation. 2. When the defign of nature is
obvious, and her intentions laudable, give no difturbance
by medicines, dilute plentifully becaufe of the cauftick
~ acrimony, let nature keep its_ courfc,; if any extra-
ordinary {fymptom happen, as is the cuftom in Great-
Britain, call in the advice of a neighbouring honeft prace

{71 When the fymptoms of the {mall-pox appear ; the temper ought
not to be too much lowered by a cold regimen, by v.{. or any unne-
csflary evacuation ; occafioning a late, imperfet, unequal, fecond crop
eruption, of bad confequence ; neither fhould the temper be raifed by
cordials and a hot regimen to force thecirculating juices to a feparation
of a greater load of fmall-pox than nature intended,

Dd 2 tifing
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tifing apothecary or furgeon; or rather of fome ex-
perienced difcréet phyfician. 3. During the eruption
and maturation periods, keep the belly rather foluble
than bound, (Sydenham by a grand miftake recommends
coftivenefs even to the thirteenth day) and upon ma-
turation, a purging natural or procured, are falutary and
have faved the lives of many, particularly in rigors
and anhelous breathings. 4. In the whole courfe of
the diftemper, the patient is to be kept in a moderate
or natural temper ; an increafed heat inflames the habit,
cold deprefies the fpirits too much. 5. Give vegeta-
ble acids (mineral acids I have found too rude, and do
hurt by occafioning a naufea or vomituition) becaufe
there is a notorious animal or urinous acrimony in the
cafe, 6. When the maturation is compleated, to prevent
or alleviate a fecond fever from fome part of the variolous
pus being abforbed by the circulating fluids, give fome
cordial purges [#] for two or three days; upon any un-
‘lucky tranflation, it is eafier to folicit the inteftines to
a difcharge, (as being more under command, than
any other f{ecrction or evacuation) than the falivary
duéts or urinary paffages: this purging moderates the
fuppuration, and confequently prevents much pittings
and fcars; moreover it procures {leep like an anodyne,
and more benignly, becaufe opiates protraét all the ftadia:
a protratted delquamation, witha fharp fanies or corrofive
ichor, gleeting from under the feabs, occafion pittings
and fcars; fo does picking and {cratching of the fmall-
pox fcabs, before a new fcurf fkin is formed under-

[#] In the fmall-pox of 1730, I obferved fome patients with violent
fecond fever fymptoms, upon maturation compleated, fized with a
" natural purging which gave great relief; but as a blind follower of
Sydenham, I checked it by opiates, which occafioned a return of the
violent threatning fymptoms; until the effe& of the opiate being over,
«the purging returned with great relief, and {o toties quoties: ths gave
mea firong hint, that purging upon maturation compleated was faly- -
tary : Lufed it with fuccefs, and introduced the good opmion of it
with many prattitioners, to the faving of many lives ; fcon after I found
this purging method recommended by Dr. Mead, Freind, and other
phyficians in England.
neath
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neath to prevent the injuries from the external air.
7. Towards the end of the defquamation give a mer-
curial purge or two to defecate the blood and other
juices [/].

We may further obferve, 1. That there are fuch ano-
malies in conftitutions, thata few extraordinary inftances
proof againft all pernicious management, are by no
means to be adtuced as precedents for forming of a
regimen: Dr. Fuller in his Exanthematologia, writes, that
a fon @t. 15, of Dr. Hooper, bifhop of Bath and Wells,
ina very bad {mall-pox, for twelve days when awake,
every half hour dranﬁ a bumper of ftrong beer, mountain,
wine, or brandy ; he recovered: fome drank only cold
water and did well: Sydenham’s hiftory of a young man,
who in the abfence of his nurfe was thought by the ftand-
ers by to have died and was laid out on a cold board, the
nurfe upon her return, perceiving fome figns of life,
put him to bed and he did well. 2. Let not numbers
of decumbents be put up in one clofe room; the
congeries of putrid effluvia renders the ambient air a
puddle of corruption, and without a proper {pring to con-
tinue the circulation of our juices, which is the life of
animals. 3. Let not nature or the {pirits (this ought
to be regarded in all acute diftempers) be difturbed by
noife or confabulation. 4. Where medicines are re-
quired, adminifter no medicine that continues to be dif-
agreeable to the ftomach. 5. Any violent {ymptem
appearing, muft be immediately obviated ; delays here
are dangerous. 6. Let the belly be kept foluble; for-
merly from an implicit faith in Sydenham, 1 lapfed into
that error, that the belly ought not to be kept foluble,
left nature thould be confounded in her proper courfe;
whereas in truth, nature is thereby alleviated. 7. Avoid
grief, intenfe thinking, or the like, particularly avoid
fear; they hinder perfpiration, and all other tenden-

[/] Sometimes a heick fever remains to the twentieth, thirtieth,
forticth day or longer, and the patient dies hetick or confumptive;
fometime a {crophulous difpofition remains for life.

d 3 cies
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cies to the furface or ad extra of the body. 8. Upon
the maturation, where the circulation is much crowded,
the {welling of the face and arms, a ptyalifm, a diabe-
tical profluvium are of great relief; cordial purges an-
fwer the fame intention, and are more at our command,
fpitting trequently begins with the eruption, and ought
not to dechine until about the eleyventh day of illnefs; it
gradually becomes thick and ropy and requires plentiful
diluting. 9. Purples and heemorrhages are more mortal
than the plague itfelf.

«

Concerning inoculation of the fmall-pox.

The novel pradice of procuring the fmall-pox by
inoculation, is a very confiderable and moft beneficial
improvement in that article of medical practice. It
is true, the firft promoters of it were too extravagant,
“and therefore fufpected in their recommendations of it
and fome medical writers inftance fundry diforders arif-
ing in the animal ceconomy from fome foreign liquids be-
ing diretly admitted into the current of blood: thefe
confiderations made me, 1721, not enter into the prac-
tice, until further trials did evince the fuccefs of it
‘but now after upwards of thirty years practice of it
in Great-Britain, and the dominions thereto belonging,
we found that the fmall-pox received by cuticular in-
cifions has a better chance for life and an eafy decum-
biture; that is, the fmall pox fo received is lefs mortal,
and generally more favourable, than when received
in the accidental or natural way, by infpiration, deglu-
tition, poresof the fkin, and the like. We muft ftill
acknowledge, that it falls fhort of the recommenda-
tions given by its firft promoters, being no abfolute
fecurity againft death and other calamities of the
fmall-pox; it produces all the varieties as in the natural
way, from the moft favourable dry horny diftinét
kind, to the moft deleterious attended with_purples and
hzmorrhages; the confequential boils and” impoftuma-

I tions
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tions are more than in the natural way, befides their
incifions ulcerating and putrifying. We hinted before,
that in Bofton 1730 of the twelve inoculated deaths
three were occafioned by their incifions; two in three
a few days after inoculation complain in their axiliary,
inguinal, or parotid glands [m], before the apparatus fe-
ver makes its appearance. We are informed that of the
firft inoculations in England, nine in ten were afflicted
with fores, fo as to require the immediate care of a fur-
geon or drefler for fome time [#).

To alleviate the crifis and deleterious {ymptoms of
the mall-pox; 1. We find good fuccefs in the Circaffian
way of procuring it by variolous pus applied in any
manner to freth cutaneous incifions. The manner
which I happen to ufe, is a fmall cuticular fcarification
by the point of a crooked biftoury or fcalpel, in the in--
fide of the upper arm, and in this incifion I lodge a
~ very fmall variolated doffil in the form and bignefs of

a barley corn [0}, contained or fecured by fome fticking
plaifter for forty-eight hours, and afterwards drefled
daily with fome gentle digeftive. 2. More incifions than

[m] Wherethe circulation labours, the glandular parts are the moft
liable to complain.

{#] 1f the {mall-pox procured by inoculation was fo favourable as at
firft pretended, it would require only a barber furgeon or cupper; the
incifion or fcarification is done with lefs rifk than commonblood-letting,
and requires only a foft diet and thort confinement under the fmall care
of a nurfe or attendant, and a practitioner’slarge bill would appear ri-
diculous and impofing

[o] At prefent in London, they generally ufe a fmall feratch, or
fcarification in one arm, and lodge therein a fmall bit of variolated
thread There is no proportion or dofe of variolous matter re-
quifite for inoeulation; Pylarini writes, that by pricking the fkin
with needles dipt in variolous matter or pus, people have been inocu-
lated: the variolous maifm is inconceivably fubde; 173~, I acci-
dentally inoculated Mr. W. Phips, by ufing in v.{. inadveriently a
~ Jancet (wiped clean and dry as ufual) by which I had the preceding

day taken fome variolous pus for inoculation; it is true 1 inocuiated
him afterwards in the common manner, but all the ftadia of the
fmall-pox took their date from the v. {. and the orifice feftered ac-

cordingly.
Ddg one
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one, are an unneceflary running the rifk of more ulce-
rating incifions. 3. Hitherto we have not perceived any
difference - in the fmall-pox received from a laudable
diftinét kind, and that from a difmal confluent kind,
which fome of our audacious inoculators have ufed in..
want of a better, that they might not loofe the benefit
of an inoculated patient. Dr. Wagftaffe writes, that
the criminals in Newgate 1721, were inoculated by pus
from a fluxed fort of a perfon who died before the ino-
culations were performed. 4. The caution that per-
fons who are to be inoculated take, not to receive at
the fame time the infeGion in the natural way, is a
vulgar error: the receiving of infection upon infection
does not add to its intenfenefs, as we may obferve in
perfons who receive it in the natural way and are
. continually expofed to repeated infections ; becaufe what-
ever infection firft takes place, renders the fubfequent in-
fections effete or abortive; and as the inoculated fmall-
pox is more expedicious in its courfe, any other infection
would prove abortive. :

‘The hiftory of inoculation relating to New-England,
is briefly as follows. The Circaflians living between the
Fuxine and Cafpian feas, time out of mind, have car-
ried on a confiderable branch of trade with Turkey and
Perfia, in felling their own children and young flaves
taken by excurfions from their neighbours, byt more
efpecially their young women; they are beautiful, and
in great requeft in the feraglios and harams of the
Turks and Perfians: while young they give them the
{mall-pox by inoculation or otherwife, and. they who
retain their beauties are carried to market. This Cir-
caffian traffick conveyed the practice into Turkey; the
Turks at firft from their principle of predeftination would
not come into it; the old women of the Greek church.
practifed it for fome time among the meaner fort of
people; Pylarini writes, that 1701, it firft began to be
nfed among the better fort in Conftantinople.

1713,
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1713, Timonius from Conftantinople fent to the royal

fociety in London incredible recommendations of this
praftice; ¢ that for the preceding eight years fome
< thoufands had been inoculated, and none died.; while at
«¢ the fame time, half of the affeted in the common way
¢ died in Conftantinople; and what is valued by the fair,
¢« inoculation never leaves pits or fcars: children haveno -
¢«¢ convulfions.”” Pylarini, the Venetian conful at Coaftan-
tinople, 1714, fent tothe royal fociety a more modeft
account of the fame. “ I was not an eye-witnefs to all
¢ that I now relate; inoculation fometimes does not take
¢ place; with fome, in the glandulous parts and emunc-
< tories, abfceffes do arife after fome time.” Dr. Le Duc
a native of Conftantinople, and who was himfelf inocu-
lated, affured Dr. Jurin, that out of many thoufands, in
the fpace of about forty years paft, who had been inoculat-
ed in and about Conftantinople by one Greek woman, not
fo much as one perfon had mifcarried.
..~ 1721, I lent thefe communications to Dr. Cotron
Mather, a clergyman of Bofton; being very credulous,
that is, of great faith, when the {mall-pox appeared in
Bofton, that he might have the imaginary honour of a
new fangled notion, he furreptitioufly without my know-
ledge fet a rafh undaunted operator [p] to work, and by
three practitioners in town and ‘country, about 286 were
inoculated, whereof about one in forty-eight died in
Bofton. ,

Thefe communications were regarded in England, -
only as virtuofo amufements, until 1721, M. Maitland,
a furgeon in the retinue of Sir Robert Sutton, the Britifh
ambaffador at Conftantinople, upon his arrival in Lop-
don, from dome fcanty obfcrvations, but moftly from

[p] This undaunted operator imagined, that by going to London
with a quack-bill of his inoculation performances in New-England,
he might acquire a fortune in London: but fo it happened, that void
of common difcretion to couch his ignorance and filly mean affurance,
he returned to Bofton without being called upon to perform any ino-
culation,

4.

hear-fay,
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hear-fay, with the merveilleux of a traveller, broached
this novel practice, and a’ few we'e inoculated with
fuccefs ; which induced the royal family to think well -
of it, and by way of experiment f)me ‘condemned cri-
minals were inoculated in Newgate with their own con-

fent. In the {pring following by direction of the prin-

cefs of Wales, fix hofpital children, and foon after five

more hofpital children from . fourteen weeks to twenty

years of age were inoculated; fome did not receive

the infe&tion, as having had it formerly, or from fome

other impediment, but none died or fuffered much:

upon this encouragement, Mr. Amyand, ferjeant furgeon,

was ordered to ingraft the fmall-pox on princefs Amelia,

@t. 11, and princefs Carolina, et. g, they had them fa-

vourably; this encouraged the practice; and from the

accounts of Dr. Jurin, fecretary to the royal fociety (a

great promoter of inoculation) in the firft three years, 1721,

1722, and 1723, of the practice, in all Great-Britain were

inoculated 477 perfons, whereof nine are fufpeted to

have died; and as of thefe twenty-nine did not receive the
infection (this isonein fixteen) the deaths were nine in 448,

or two per cent. in this period of three years : the principal

inoculators in England, were Dr. Nettleton in Yorkfhire

eighty patients; Mr. Amyand, ferjeant furgeon, fixty-two;

Mr. Maitland eighty-five, &c. ©~ - -

The firft promoters were fo incredibly marvellous in
their accounts, as would have difcouraged any fober
man to have attempted it, if the fubfequent more mo-
derate accounts of its fuccefs had not given a reafonable
encouragement. Timonius wrote, that of many thou-
fands inoculated in the {pace of eight years none died.
Le Duc writes, that in the fpace of about forty years,
out of many thoufands inoculated by one Greek wo-
man in and about Conftantinople, not fo much as one
perfon had mifcarried, as is before hinted. Mr. Mait.
land in his printed account fays, ¢ Dying is a cafe
¢¢ which never happened in ingrafting ; that the giving
¢ of the fmall-pox by inoculation never yet failed, nor

ever
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< ever can; no head-akes, thirft, inquietudes, and other
¢ fever {ycnptoms 3 not one in a thoufand, the puftules
¢ never leave any pitts behind them.” Dr. Brady of”
Portfmouth writes, ¢ not one ever died of inoculation
« rightly performed; it always is favourable.” Dr.
Harris fays, that ¢ inoculating is a certain remedy
¢ again{t the confluent kind.” Mr. Colman, a clergy-
man, and principal promoter of the practice in Bofton
of New-England, publifhed, that ¢ none die, no blains
¢ or boils follow the practice.” Mr. B—ton the
firft operator, publifthed, ¢¢ there is no truth in the re-
¢ ports of people dying under inoculation;” his ac-
counts are fo abfurd they invalidate themfelves, and re-
quire no other animadverfion,—Other inoculators have
publifhed, the inoculated fmall-pox is always favour-
able,—never infe@ting ;—fo fafe as to require no phyfi-
cian ;—the puftules never exceed ten to a hundred, and
do not pit [¢].

- Dr. C. Mather, who firft fct up inoculation in Bofton,
in his publithed accounts of it, fhews what fmall depen-
dence there is upon weak authorities, ¢ fome cats 1721,
¢¢ in Bofton, had a regular {fmall-pox, and died of it [#].”
s~=— During the fmall-pox, the pigeons and dunghill
fowls did not lay nor hatch.—~He never knew bliftering
mifs of faving life in the fmall- pox.—The patient is more
healthy after inoculation, it is ufeful to women in child-
bed,—it dries up tedious running ulcers,—makes the
crazy confumptive people hearty,—and rids -people of
their former maladies [s].

{¢] It would be idle in me, formally to confute thefe unguarded
affertions, daily experience evinces the contrary.

[#] He had not difcretion fufficient to-ebferve, that the {mall-pox
is a contagious diftempe1, peculiar to mankind, as is alfo the meafles,
and plague ; that other animals have their pecuiiar epidemical or ma-
lignant diftempers, murrain among neat cattle, rot among fheep, and
the like: we may alfo obferve, that fome f{pecies of tree: only are fuf-
ceptible of peculiar blafts ; that male animals only im, regnate fumales
of their own fpecies. ]

[<] Dr. Berkley's tar-water is lately recommended in the fame man-

In



412 Britisu Seitlements in AMERICA.  PartIJ,

In making of medium eftimates, we ought to take
large numbets in a long feries of time, but not the
cafes of fingular families, where fome may fay that
notorious circumftancés were not avoided or attended to,
fuch as pregnant women, child-bed women, old ne-
groes, and the like; we had a remarkable inftance in the
inoculations of Bofton, 1752 ; of five perfons in one fa-
mily, Mr. Sherburn’s, inoculated by Mr. G—r [#] three
died ; —of 72 or 73 perfons inoculated 1721 in Roxbury
and the adjacent country towns by Mr, B——n, five
died ; which is about one in fourteen.

In thort the rifk feems to beonly two to three per ct.
and by the purging method, and fome prudential cautions

~ might be further reduced.

I am at a lofs for the reafons, why inoculation hitherto
is not much ufed in our mother country, Great-Britain;
confidering that it has with good fuccefs been practifed
in our colonies or plantations, particularly in Bofton,
New-York, Philadelphia, and Charles-town of South-
Carolina.

The advantages of inoculatioh are, 1. The choice
of fuitable feafons. 2. A previous proper regimen.
3. Alaudable (this is the moft eligible) variolous pus
or leaven. 4. We have no inftance of any who re-
ceived the fmall-pox by inoculation, receiving the {mall-
pox again, 5. By many trials for upwards of thirty years
in the dorninions of Great-Britain, 1t muft be acknow-
ledged a more favourable mannerof receiving the fmall-
pox. 6. Ina place of trade, it gives the fmall-pox a
quick courfe, and the interruption of commerce fhort ;
1n the very general {mall-pox of Bofton 1752, the ti-

ner as a panacea: the principal advantage I found in it, is, when
a phyficianis tired out with fome tedious chronical cafe to turn the
patient over to the ufe of the bithop’s tar-water ; valeat quantum valere
poteft. - - o

(¢] This is not defigned as a perfonal refletion upon my friend
Mr. G—-r, but to illuftrate that inoculation is very far from

being a prefervative againft death, aswas alledged by fome of its pro-
moters.

morous
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morous fled from the fmall-pox beginning of April, and
with the trade generally returned beginning of Sep-
tember, »

The difadvantages of inoculation, whereof forne are
obviated. 1. Inoculated deaths being criminal: the
royal family by their example, have removed this
fufpicion. 2. Procuring of abortion to women with
child, isa fin in foro divino, though connived at b
us. 3. A fordid mercenary manner of perfuading child-
bed women to receive the fmall-pox by inoculation,
upon pretext of cleanfing: whereas the puerpera fret
in the circulating juices, is by this leaven increafed, -
colliquative purgings enfue, and finally death: I can
adduce fome notorious inftances in Bofton. 4. The
communicating [#] of perfonal or family chronical and
conftitutional diftempers to the inoculated (a man has or
ought to have a proper regard for his progeny and fuc-
ceeding generations) has been a confiderable ftumbling
block withme: on the other hand, from many trials
in the fpace of upwards of thirty years practice of ino-
culating the fmall-pox in the Britifh dominions, no fuch
communications have been obferved; the itch itfelf, a
notorious cutaneous diftemper, is not faid to have been

[«] Chronical diftempers have been received by cutaneous or ex-
ternal applications: we have 2 notorious inftance of this, fome years
fince in Cork of Ireland; a nurfe reputed for drawing of child-bed
women’s breafts, from a venercal ulcer under her tongue, infedted"
the nipples of her women; thefe women in coition infected their
huibands, and the city became generally poxed. All conftitutional dif-
tempers have fome idea or feminium in every drop of our juices; the
acute diftemper according to its nature foon thews itfelf, the chronical
ails a& imperceptibly and flowly in the body ; the diftempers ex tra-
duce, fometimes intermit a generation or two, and again appear in
{ucceeding generations, fuch as the pfora of North-America, . called a
falt rheum, that is, a fcurvy, negro yaws, {crophulous diforders or
king's-evil, venereal difeafes, manias and other hereditary nervous
ditorders, arthritick or gouty ails, nephritick cafes, ‘and the like,
which may occafion inquietades in the mindsﬂof the~ inoculated, and
render them incapable of the greateft happinefs in life, mens fana in
corpore fano. ;
thus



414 BritisH Settlements in AmERIcA, © Parr II.

thus communicated: and if after a feries .of years or ge-
nerations any fuch fears fhould become real, fuch diftant
views cannot affeét much where the prefent relief or
better chance are in the cafe. 5. It fpreads infeftion
very quick, and endangers the neighbourhood not pre-
pared to receive it: this is one of the reafons that it
is felony or criminal for a man to fet his own houfe on
fire, becaufe it endangers the vicinity: it is a hardfhip
“upon the publick, to oblige people abruptly to leave
their habitations and bufinefs; fome civil regulations
feem requifite to obviate fome difficulties which occur
in this practice. 6. It promotes the practice of P——
fraudes, as bithop Tillotfon in another cafe writes, that
fome men had got the fcurvy trick of lying, in favour
of what they impofed upon people as truth, as lately
happened in the Bofton inoculations; upon an actual
furvey it was found that in about 2000 inoculations,
thirty-one had died (others including fome difputed cafes,
fay thirty-four) the promoters gave out 3500 inoculated,
but gradually reduced the number to 3000, and after-
wards to 2500, (feethe Bofton gazettes publifhed in June
1752) and at laft acquiefced in the actual fcrutiny of about
2109 : in policy of infurance offices, this falfe repre-
fentation would be reckoned an impofition, becaufe peo-
ple who would run a rifk at one per ct. may not run the
fame rifk at two or three per ct.

Virginia [ettlements.

At firft there were only a few general patentees, butat -
prefent every freeholder may be reckoned a patentee.
The government of Virginia pretend to extend their
fettlemenrs fo far back weftward as the great lake Erie,
and fome branches of the Miffiffippi river, comprehend-
ing an immenfe quantity of land unfettled ; and as their
fettlements extend gradually towards the mountains, they
Create new counties from time to time, for the conveni-
ency of attending inferior courts of judicature, -
' he
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The frontier or fartheft back counties being of great
extent, no navigation, and not much foreign trade, hold
quarterly county courts only ; all the others have monthly
courts ; there are variations from time to time; at this
time anno 1752, they are as follow.

Quarterly county courts.

Brunfwick, Laft Tuefdays in March, June,
Fairfax, : September, December.
Lunenburgh, Firft Tuef. in Jan. April, July,O&.
Frederick, Second Tuefdays in February, May,
Albemarle, }Auguf’c, November. T
Augufta. Fourth Tuefdays in faid months.

- Monthly county courts.

Henrico,
Richmond,
Williamfburg,
James city, ,
Northumberland, > Second Mondays.
Nanfemond,
York, »
Prince William,
Cumberland,
Middlefex,
Elizabeth city, *
Spotfylvania,
Prince George,
King and Quecn,
Northampton,
Stafford,

Efiex,

Gooch land,
Princefs Anne,
Surrey,

Louifa, Fourth Tuefdays.

Firft Mondays in every month.

AN

Third Mondays.
Fourth Mondays.

Firlt Tueldays,

AN~ N

Second Tueldays.

Third Tuefdays.

\ W Ve WAV VY,

Weft-
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Weftmoreland,

Laft Tuefdays.
Accomack,
Charles city,” ~ Firft Wednefdays.
‘Warwick, o
Ifle of Wight, - Firft Thur{days.
Hanover, _
New-Kent,
Southampton, Second Thurf{days.

J

Norfolk, Third Thur{days.
Culpepper,
Gloucefter, Y :
Orange, }F ourth Thur{days.
Chefterfield - . .
King Georg’e, }F irft Fridays.
Lancafter, .
C::Oc]?n:j Secpnd, quays.» :
Ié:g%liyuham, : }:Third Eridays each month.

Thus the government is divided into forty-five coun-
ties, whereof fix hold quarterly courts, and thirty-nine
hold monthly courts; fee the proper article of legiflative
and executive courts. )

The country between James river and York river is the
beft inhabited, cultivated, and produces the beft robacco.

Lunenburgh, their remoteft fettlement, is about 100"
miles S. W. from Hanover ; Hanover is fixty miles from
Williamfburg, the metropolis,

The lands weft of the Virginia fettlements are claimed
by the Six nations, called by the French Iroquois, and
by the Britith, Mohawks; they are alfo claimed by the
fouthern Indians ; fee vol.I. p. 187; and by the French
of Canada. The beft lands are above the falls of the
rivers; the firit falls of each river muft be the barcadiers

for the back or inland countries, andin time become great
towns or corporations. o ~

The ‘E N D.



