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OR, 

THE SOURCE AND BENEFIT 

OF 

AFFLICTION. 

CI-IAPTER I . 

IN one of the lovely valleys 
,vhich are ·watered by the Severn, 
there once stood a s1nall and 
elegant mansion, of very si111ple 
architecture, which, ,vith a sur­
rounding estate of fertile mea­
do,v-land of no very great extent, 
had been, for several centuries, 
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the property of a very respectable 
family of the name of Falconer. 

At the time I begin this rela­
tion, the possessor of the estate 
was an elderly man, a widower, 
with one only daughter about 
twenty years of age, upon whoin 
every advantage of education 
within her father's power to pro­
cure had been lavished; yet not 
lavished in the common sense of 
the word, for she had used then1 
,vell. Thus amiable and ac­
complished, with an agreeable 
person, and the prospect of a 
good fortune, it is natural to sup­
pose that Sophia, for so she was 
called, ,vas an object of consi­
derable attention to the sur­
rounding neighbourhood. 
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Among the vh;itors at the 
house of Mr. Falconer, ,vas the 
youngest son of Lord L--, 
whose seat was on the other 
side of the river, at the su1nmit 
of a woody hill which sloped 
to the river's brink. Charles 
L.--- had kno,vn Sophia fron1 
a child, as their fathers ,vere 
occasional visitors ; and, as he 
advanced to-wards manhood, she 
observed more that ,vas promi­
sing in his character than could 
reasonably have been expected 
frmn the careless education he 
had received; and she ,vas pre­
pared to view• him in a very 
favourable light, ,vhen, upon his 
leaving the University, he came 
to spend a considerable time in 
the conH try, " ·ith a vie,v, as he 
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professed, to decide upon his 
future plans of life. "I have 
too much taste for literature and 
the charms of a country life," 
said he one day, in conversing 
with Mr. Falconer, "to relish 
the army or the navy, and I 
,vant application to fit myself 
for any learned profession, and 
yet something, I kno-w, I ought 
to do." 

Mr. Falconer·s house afforded 
him at that time the kind of 
society which suited his taste : 
and his superior rank and inte­
resting manners· contributed to 
render hi1n always ·welcome to 
Mr. Falconer, and to shut his 
eyes to the errors of his cha­
racter ; ,vhile his n1any ainiable 
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qualities won so much upon 
Sophia, that, ,vhen at the close 
of half a year's residence in the 
country, he 1nade a proposal of 
marriage to her, it was not re­
ceived with displeasure either 
by father or daughter. Nor ,vas 
the proposed connection at all 
displeasing to Lord L---: for 
a younger son it could not be 
thought a bad one ; and it was 
agreed that the young couple 
should reside almost entirely 
with Mr. Falconer, that Charles 
should employ his leisure in the 
study of the law, and that Mr. 
Falconer's estate should be set­
tled on Charles and Sophia for 
their lives, and on their chil­
dren after the death of both 
parents. 
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\Vith sanguine hopes of hap­
piness, Sophia gave her hand in 
1narria0 ·e to Charles · and this ~ ' 
an1iable young· n1an, for an1iable 
in many respects he 1night be 
called, entered upon this change 
of life ,vith prospects equally 
sanguine of becon1ing perseve­
ring and industrious, and of 
laying aside every bad habit, 
and every unsuitable companion. 
Mr. Falconer ,vas pleased and 
son1e-what elated "\vith seeing his 
daughter allied in marriage to 
one of the first fan1ilies in the 
county-a fan1ily he had been 
in the habit of looking up to 
from his cradle. 

At first every thing went on 
in the n1ost agreeable manner. 
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SOPHIA. g 

Study was new, and. it was 
agreeable; it was never too 
much prolonged ; and a walk, 
or a ride, with Sophia, ,vas a 
delightful interruption and re­
freshment. At other times, 
Charles an1used himself with 
reading French and Italian, or 
English Poetry, with his fair 
companion. Sometimes he cor­
rected her drawing, for he had 
an excellent taste, or accompa­
nied her on her piano-forte with 
his flute or violin. Thus the 
first year passed away, at the 
close of which the birth of a 
lovely boy see1ned to complete 
the happiness of this little 
household. 

Soon after the birth of the 
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child, an aunt of its father, and 
a sister of Lord L--, a ·widow 
lady, who resided chiefly on her 
estate in ,Vales, paid her usual 
annual visit to her brother's 
country-house. She had once 
called on Sophia since her 1nar­
riage ; and hearing of the birth 
of the infant, she took the ear­
liest opportunity of visiting the 
mother. Lady Sey1nor was a 
middle-aged wo1nan, of dig·nified 
but very sweet manners. She 
,vas still handso1ne ; but bore 
the trace of having passed 
through many trials. She had 
survived a husband, and a large 
family of children, who had died 
at an early age ; and hence she 
felt an unusual interest in the 
infant children of all her friends. 
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SOPHIA. 11 

"\,Vhen she sa,v her little ne­
phe,v, she took him in her arms, 
and tenderly kissed him. His 
flaxen hair and bright blue eyes 
called to her remembrance the 
last of her sons she had lost, 
and she requested permission to 
become his godmother. The 
parents ,vere both pleased ,vith 
the proposal; and it ·was ac­
cordingly fixed, that the chris­
tening should take place a f e,v 
days preceding Lady Sey1nor's 
return home. 

Previous to the christening, 
Lady Seymor frequently called 
upon Charles and Sophia, in 
whose ·welfare, on many ac­
counts, she felt a particular in­
terest. Charles was her young-



12 SOPHIA. 

est nephew; and, as he had lost 
his 1nother in very early life, 
his education in many impor­
tant respects had been much 
neglected: while, at the same 
time, he had learned many of 
the idle and extravagant no­
tions and habits in which his 
elder brother had grown up. 
Over this elder brother Lady 
Seymor had had little influence: 
but Charles had been frequently 
allowed to spend the holidays 
with her; upon which occasions 
she had laboured, and not la­
boured in vain, to inspire him 
,vith a taste for literature, to 
store his mind with religious 
knowledg·e, and to give hi1n a 
bias as far as she could in its 
fa,·our. His habits she could 
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not form, as he was only an 
occasional visitor to her. 

Lady Seymor had in her early 
days seen much of the parents 
of Sophia. She knew them to 
be serious people, and believed 
that they had taken great pains 
with their daughter. She had 
the ref ore been much pleased 
with her nephew's connection ; 
and trusted that it ·would be a 
mean of rendering his habits re­
gular and persevering, and fix 
ing his 1nind entirely upon some 
one useful object. She had 
been pleased with visiting the 
young people im1nediately after 
their marriage, and she felt ex­
ceedingly anxious to observe 
how they were now going on; 
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but it was not always that tlie 
observations she now made were 
satisfactory to her. Though 
there was no very great appa­
rent departure from the path of 
duty, yet she thought there ,Yas 
in all the party an increasing· 
spirit of carelessness and indo­
lence of mind, a spirit which 
too often accompanies uninter­
rupted prosperity, and ,vhich is 
1nost unfavourable to religion, 
and makes ,vay for gross depar­
ture from the path of duty­
\Vhen the ,vatchman is not on 
his post, the enen1y must Le 
expected to break in. 

On the morning of the chris­
tening, as the little baby was 
brought into the room where 
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Lady Seymor and the parents 
were ,vaiting for the arrival of 
the rest of the party, she took 
the baby from the arms of the 
nurse, and having dismissed her, 
she said to Charles, " I could 
almost fancy that this was my 
own little Arthur:" then, look­
ing up at Sophia and Charles, 
" how happy are you, my dear 
young friends, in the possession 
of each other and this sweet 
child ; but let me intreat you 
to remen1ber how easily you 
may be deprived of your pre­
sent happiness, and if you for­
get the hand who gives it, it 
will assuredly be taken fro1n 
you. How frequently, how very 
frequently it happens that we 
lose our blessings because we 
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do not love the giver, nor lire 
in habits of thankfulness." 

Lady Seymor spoke these 
words in a very impressive man­
ner, and they were not wholly 
disregarded by either of the 
young people. They sunk deep 
into the heart of Sophia; and, 
as she took the baby from 
Lady Seymor, she thought to 
herself that no trial could be so 
great as the loss of so sweet an 
infant. The child was christen­
ed by the name of Charles ; and 
the same evening, Lady Sey1nor 
took her leave of her nephew 
and niece till her next visit to 
Lord L-. 
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CHAPTER II . 

ABOUT half a year after the 
birth of little Charles, Lord 
L-~ fell into bad health, and 
he was ordered to go abroad; 
and he soon afterwards settled 
entirely in S,vitzerland, ,vhere 
he found his health materially 
improved; and he gave up his 
country-seat entirely to his el­
dest son, who ·was just married. 
'"fhe consequence of this change 
,vas, that, during a large part 
of the year, a succession of gay 
society filled the n1ansion : the 
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18 SOPHIA. 

n1ornings ·were spent 
country amuse1nents ; 
ner parties follo-wed ; 
high play. 

. . 
1n various 
large din­
and then, 

Charles was no,v beginning to 
be ,vearied with study, and he 
,vas, as we have already seen, in 
that state of n1ind which is not 
proof against te1nptation. He 
and Sophia were, of course, 
frequent visitors to their brother 
and sister. Sophia was much 
pleased, at first, ,vith this co1n­
plete introduction to fashionable 
life ; and it is n1ore than proba­
ble, that she would soon have 
made rapid strides herself in 
vanity and the love of the ,vorld, 
had not her eyes been opened to 
see the dangers she was in, by 
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observing the effects of thought­
less, dissipated society upon her 
husband; and she withdrew 
herself from the dangerous in­
fluence, thinking that she should 
as easily lead him back to his 
former habits. But here she 
was mistaken: there was no 
strength of religious principles, 
no stability of old habits, to en­
able him to stand against the 
overpo,vering effect of dissipat­
ed society. Every day his time, 
his health, his strength, his for­
tune, and, above all, his n1any 
amiable and promising qualities, 
beca1ne more and more a sacri­
fice. He was daily less and less 
at home, daily less a sharer in 
the once favourite pursuits and 
employments of his wife. 
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,vhen Sophia discovered, pain­
fully discovered, that she could 
not lead, she would ren1onstrate 
with her husband; but remon­
strance of the most persuasive 
and gentle kind produced very 
little effect; indeed, at ti1nes, it 
only made him irritable, or cold 
and distant, in his behaviour 
towards her, and more eager 
to rush into society where re­
flection ,vould be drowned. 
Now did Sophia call to 1nind 
the ·words of Lady Seymor on 
the day of her baby's christen-

,vhile such was the sad pos­
ture of affairs in this family, 
lately so prosperous, it happen­
ed, one Saturday, that a party, 
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unusually large and gay, arrived 
at the hall, and Charles spent 
the day with the1n by most es­
pecial invitation. He did not 
return at night, as Sophia had 
expected; nor did she receive 
any message from him to ac­
count for his stay. The next 
morning, she went as usual to 
church, (but not accompanied 
by her father, who complained 
of indisposition;) and she con­
cluded, that she should meet 
her husband at church, and that 
he would return home ,vith her; 
but, to her great disappoint­
ment and surprise, he was not 
there. A fe,v individuals of her 
brother's family joined her after 
church. One of these, an elder­
ly lady of no very delicate feel-
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ings or mode of language, asked 
her if she had heard the news:­
" Your husband ,vas obliged to 
be carried to bed last night, I 
hope you did not ,vait for him." 
Sophia asked for an explanation 
,vith so much earnestness, and 
expressed so 1nuch emotion on 
receiving it, that the lady said to 
her in reply, " l\'.ly dear Madan1, 
don't take things so seriously­
Mr. L~- is a vastly good man, 
and these things are nothing but 
what is so common: really, I 
should be quite miserable if I 
thought I had made mischief." 

Sophia endeavoured to put 
away the expression of grief 
which she could not help feel­
ing, ancl taking her leave of the 
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ladies, without taking any fur­
ther notice of what had last been 
said, she made haste to get by 
herself, that she might give full 
vent to her overpo,vering feel­
ings. Instead, therefore, of tak­
ing the path ,vhich led directly 
home, she turned down into a 
favourite meadow which lay be­
tween her father's house and the 
river. The boundary of this 
meado,v on one side was a fine 
ro,v of sycamore, and an irregu­
lar hedge of underwood, grow­
ing on a high bank which slo­
ped gradually to the fine velvet 
turf of the meadow :--violets, 
primroses, ,vood anemones, and 
every spring-flo,ver covered and 
perfumed the bank. This place 
had been the favourite resort of 
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Sophia in her infant days-here 
she had loved to fill her basket 
with flowers and snail-shells­
here she had sat with her nur­
sery legends ,.f sylphs and fairies 
in gilt cover,,,- -dividing· her time 
between reading, and diligently 
watching the progress of every 
boat on the river as it appeared 
and disappeared-here she had 
often ,vatched her beloved 
Charles, in his boyish days, as 
he sailed his tiny fleet in the 
,vater-and here in her days of 
advanced childhood, or very 
early youth, she had often sat 
with her beloved mother, listen­
ing to her pious and affectionate 
instructions, ,vhich, alas, she 
had seemed to have forgotten, 
when she had ceased to weep 
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SOPHIA. 25 

for the loss of that dear pa­
rent. 

On this bank, in a spot where 
two sister sycamores, twining 
their arins, formed a kind of na­
tural bo,ver, Sophia sat do,vn, 
and finding herself entirely out 
of sight, she burst into a violent 
flood of tears. The events of 
the last twelvemonth rushed in 
quick succession through her 
1nemory; she recollected the 
delightful prospects with ,vhich 
she had begun the year, and she 
exclaimed to herself, "0, the 
heavy change! why is it thus?" 
Her conscience immediately 
brought forcibly to her recollec­
tion the words of Lady Seymor, 
-" how frequently it happens, 
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that we lose our blessings be­
cause ,ve do not love the Giver, 
nor live in habits of thankful­
ness." With swift and faithful 
recital, conscience told her how 
careless she had become in the 
discharge of her religious duty; 
how lukewarm and dead in her 
spiritual services ; and how she 
had rested in created things for 
all her happiness: and she could 
not help acknowledging, that it 
was only in the strictest justice 
that her enjoyments of the crea­
ture were thus embittered to 
her. 

Iler thoughts ,vere thus em­
ployed, when the dashing of 
oars at a distance and the faint 
sound of music caught her at-
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SOPHIA 27 

tention. She looked up; the 
spot where she sat faced a beau­
tiful turn of the river, beneath a 
to,vering crescent of wood and 
rock on one side, and a continu­
ation of the same meadow-land 
in which she was sitting on the 
other; and here, at some dis­
tance, she observed two plea­
sure-boats coming rapidly down 
the river. Her bower of syca­
n1ores sheltered her from view; 
while she herself was near e­
nough to the river to distinguish 
who the persons were in each 
boat as it passed. The last 
contained a band of musicians ; 
the first was filled with a party 
of Lord Lr--'s friends; each 
gentleman wore a ro,ver's dre:--~. 
As the eyes of Sophia ran rapid-



28 SOPHIA. 

ly over every individual of this 
gay party, who were thus e1n­
ploying the sacred hours of the 
Sabbath, her eyes rested upon 
one figure too well known to 
her-her eyes rested upon 
Charles, and she ·was as one pe­
trified to the spot. ,vith fixed 
eye, she followed the boat, till 
the water ceased to be disturb­
ed by the hasty course of the 
boats, till the faint sound of the 
oars had passed away, and the 
louder strains of the music were 
no longer echoed from the rocks 
and woody banks of the river. 
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CHAPTER III. 

IT is impossible to describe all 
that passed through the mind of 
Sophia for the following half­
hour. At length, under the in­
fluence of a s-weet and salutary 
feeling, she awoke as if from a 
deep sleep, and clasping her 
hands together, she looked up­
·wards. " 0 my Father! have 
mercy upon me: I fall into thy 
hands, for I have deserved every 
thing from thee. 0 lay not my 
sins to my charge, but forgive 
them, for 1ny Saviour's sake: 
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and whatever may happen, 0 
save, at last, my baby and its 
beloved father." As she con­
cluded these words, she rose 
from her seat, and turned her 
steps towards ho1ne. Iler head 
ached, and her heart was sick; 
yet she had ,vith all this a 
feeling of calm resignation and 
dependence on Providence, to 
·which she had long been a 
stranger. 

As she slowly ascended the 
hill to,vards her father's house, 
she ·was n1et by a servant, ,vho 
·was in search of her, to in­
form her that dinner ,vas ,vait­
ing; and, likewise, that her fa­
ther ,vas much ,vorse, and ,vas 
unable to come down stairs, 
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and that he was anxious to see 
her. 

Sophia made haste into the 
house. Her father ·was then 
asleep ; but as soon as she had 
hastily swallowed her dinner; 
she stepped g·ently up into his 
bed-roorn, anxious to receive 
the first intelligence which she 
could hear from him on his 
awaking. She was soon con­
vinced, upon asking him a fe,v 
questions, that he ,vas seriously 
ill, and she immediately sent for 
a physician. 

During the hurry ,vhich fol­
lo,ved upon the arrival of the 
physician, Charles returned. 
Sophia was deeply agitated at 
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receiving him, but did not utter 
either complaints or reproaches. 
He was confused and much af­
fected when he heard of the ill­
ness of his father-in-la,v, and 
saw the distress of his wife, but 
entered into no explanation of 
what had passed. 

Mr. Falconer's illness ,vas of 
a very serious nature, and ad­
mitted no hope of permanent re­
covery. During a period of se­
veral n1onths, Sophia constantly 
attended upon hin1. Charles 
son1etin1es ,vas her companion 
in this employment; but, alas! 
he more frequently joined the 
gay society at the halJ, to the 
utter neglect of all his plarn;, of 
industry and in1prove1nent. 
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Mr. Falconer was no,v fully 
aware of the change that had 
taken place in his son-in-la,,v; 
and more than once he said to 
Sophia, " My child, I fear I 
have been dazzled by world­
ly prospects in marrying you. 
Alas! I did not consider reli­
gious principle as the first requi­
site to make you happy; I did 
not seek the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness in the first 
instance, and I fear that I have 
brought you into troubles from 
which I cannot extricate you: 
but to my latest hour I will pray 
for the pardon of my sins, and 
intreat that good may be brought 
out of evil." 

Sophia only replied with tears. 
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She kne-w very ,vell that both 
her father and herself had in­
deed been influenced by worldly 
motives in the acceptance of 
Charles, and bad willingly shut 
their eyes to any suspicions that 
they were acting imprudently: 
but she had formed the wise an<l 
excellent resolution of neve1· 
speaking of her husband's faults 
without the n1ost absolute neces­
sity. 

Mr. Falconer often asked for 
his little grandson: he would 
fervently pray for him and bless 
hi1n. During the course of his 
illness, he had several long con­
versations alone with his son­
in-law, which always appeared 
at the ti1ne to excite conside-
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rable en1otion in the mind of 
Charles. 

The season of quiet and ad­
versity which was appointed to 
Sophia had its usual salutary 
effect ; and her anxiety respect­
ing her father had so1new hat 
softened her affliction by divi<l­
ing it; and she was con1forte<l 
by witnessing the huinble and 
penitent frame with which he 
met his latter end. At the end 
of three months after his attack 
he died, in the faith and hope of 
a Christian. 

A month had scarcely elapsed 
after the death of Mr. Falconer, 
when Lady Seyn1or, as she ,vas 
travelling through that country, 
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stopped at the hall for a few 
days to visit her nephe,v and 
niece. It was nearly two years 
since she had paid her last visit; 
but her brother having left the 
country, she did not feel the 
same call upon her to visit her 
nephe,v. · 

rrhe very day after her arri­
val at the hall she called upon 
Sophia. She ·was much struck 
with the change in her niece's 
appearance, and whole style and 
manner-she looked pale and 
thoughtful, ,vhile a sweet ex­
pression of mild resignation ad­
ded a beauty to her countenance 
she had never observed before; 
and her dress of deep mourning 
,vas also a contrast to the gaiety 
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of a christening attire. Little 
Charles was now able to run by 
his mother's side. Lady Sey­
mor affectionately kissed l1e1·, 
and lamented that so long a pe­
riod had elapsed since their last 
meeting; adding, that she had 
often thought of her in her afflic­
tion. 

"And I," ans,vered Sophia, 
" have often thought of your too 
prophetic address-' how fre­
quently it happens that we lose 
our blessings because we do not 
love the giver, nor live in habits 
of thankfulness.'" 

" And having learned this les­
son, my dear niece, you have a 
new blessing to be thankful for," 
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said Lady Sey1nor: " and I un­
derstand that your father's death 
,vas a 1nost happy one, ,v hich 
you must feel to be a great cause 
for thankfulness." 

"Assuredly," replied Sophia. 
She then entered into some par­
ticn.lars respecting her father's 
death: and ,vhen Lady Seymor 
compared the caln1 though af­
fectionate manner in ·which she 
spoke of her father with the ex­
pression of deep dejection that 
sat on her countenance, she felt 
convinced that she had a source 
of sorrow ·which she had not yet 
n1ade known to her. 

A very little tin1e explained 
to her what that sorrow ,vas. 
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From all that she saw of Charles, 
·when visiting at the hall, and 
from different things which were 
dropped in conversation respect­
ing him, she soon discovered 
that he ,vas ,vandering far and 
rapidly into the paths of what is 
falsely called pleasure, and that 
he ,vas imperceptibly conform­
ing himself to the dissipated 
habits of his company; while 
study and the society of his 
own home ,vere daily n1ore and 
more neglected--,vhile health 
and n1oney, as well as domestic 
happiness, ,vere the price he 
paid. 

Lady Seymor took an op­
portunity, before she left the 
neighbourhood, of talking very 
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seriously to her nephew upon 
the danger of his situation, the 
great injustice of his conduct 
to his wife and child, and the 
serious InJury he ·was doing to 
himself. 

Charles listened without irri­
tation to the reproofs of his 
aunt; but though s01ne convic­
tions might be excited in his 
1nind, yet they produced a very 
transitory effect, and becoming 
daily more averse to serious 
thoughts, he plunged deeper 
and deeper into dissipation; and 
now that he was master of 
his father-in-law's house and 
property, he involved himself 
1nore and more in expence. A 
thousand alterations were plan-
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ned, large parties ·were continu­
ally invited, new and expensive 
furniture and carriag·es were or­
dered. Sophia did not fail to 
remind her husband that their 
income, though sufficient for all 
the comforts and elegancies of 
life, was by no means adequate 
to furnish them with extrava­
gances. .But her remonstrances, 
though made ,vith the affection 
and submission that becon1e a 
wife, ,vere by no means welcome, 
and no change ,vas made in con­
sequence of the1n. Yet Charles 
had not yet learned to be un­
kind to his ,vife in his lang·uage, 
and occasionally he spoke of 
their quiet, happy ,vay of living 
after their 1narriag·e, with feel­
ings of deep regret that it was 
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past, yet without expressing the 
slightest intention of ever at­
tempting to lead the same life 
again. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ABOUT a year after Mr. Fal­
coner's death, Sophia had an­
other little son, who lived only 
three months. Upon occasion 
of the death of this child, Lady 
Seymor wrote to Sophia, affec­
tionately exhorting her to repose 
her whole trust in her heavenly 
Father in all her difficulties : 
and she ,vrote also to Charles, 
intreating him to learn wisdom 
from this warning, ere severer 
affiictions were sent to arrest his 
fatal progress in the ways of sin 
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and n1isery. For a ti1ne he 
seemed impressed by the loss 
of the baby, but the in1pression, 
by degrees, ,vore away; while, 
,vith Sophia, repeated earthly 
disappointn1ents produced the 
happiest effects. 

To what excesses Charles 
n1ight have gone it is i1npossi­
ble to say : but the prayers of 
Sophia ,vere heard, and his ca­
reer was soon to be arrested, 
though not in the ,vay which her 
finite wisdom ·would have sug­
gested, or the natural desire of 
earthly happiness ,vould have 
dared to contemplate. 

The little Charles was now 
turned four, and a lovely girl, 
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called Amelia, after the mother 
of Sophia, had been added a 
few weeks to her family, when, 
one morning in the beginning of 
autumn, Charles, mounted on a 
hunter he had just purchased 
for an enormous sum, took his 
leave of Sophia, reminding her 
that he intended to bring home 
with him to dinner a large party 
·of his friends. As Charles had 
before mentioned an intent.ion of 
doing this, and Sophia had Yen­
tured gently to remind him that 
a frequent recurrence of these 
parties was in many respects 
inconvenient and unsuitable to 
them, Charles now ad ve1-ted to 
the subject in a manner less 
obliging than "'as usual to him 
-his tone was decisive and 
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authoritative. Sophia made no 
other reply than a gentle assent, 
and smiling a1nidst tears ,vhich 
she vainly tried to disperse, 
she took her leave of her hus­
band. 

During the morning, as she 
made her arrangen1ents for the 
engage1nents of the day, and un­
,villingly prepared every thing 
in a style which she knew she 
could not afford, a more than 
usual sadness stole upon her. 
Most of her father's prudent 
and sin1ple, but hospitable plans 
had been done a,vay. In his 
days all had been consistent and 
plain, yet not inelegant. N o,v 
it ,vas all reversed !-a melan­
choly mixture of poverty and 
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grandeur appeared in every part 
of the house, and in every ar­
rangen1ent that ·was made, an 
excess of luxurious ornament 
and indulgence was 1ningled 
with a want of so1ne of the ne­
cessaries and conveniences of 
life. Unpaid bills, splendid fur­
niture, servants pleading for the 
payn1ent of their ,vages, ex­
pensive horses and carriages, 
neglect out of doors, confusion 
" ·ithin-met Sophia on every 
side, and baffled her every effort 
to be economical. One of her 
husband's parties, with expen­
sive ,vine, and especially high 
play, consu1necl in one day the 
fruit of all her self-denial for 
111onths. Importunate trades-
1nen now appeared at every 
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door, instead of the poor and 
honest receivers of the bounty 
of the master. 

Some peculiar circumstances 
had concurred to bring all these 
things strongly before the mind 
of Sophia during the n1orning; 
and when she withdre·w into her 
own room to change her dress 
previous to the arrival of her 
guests, she threw herself into a 
chair, and gave vent for some 
time to her tears in deep and si­
lent sorro,v. Hardly knowing· 
what she was doing, but from a 
habit which it is most important 
to form, she took up, at last, her 
Bible, which lay on the table 
beside hP,r, and her eyes wan­
dered over the following conso-
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latory verses: Be careful for no­
thing; but in every thing by praye1· 
and supplication, with thanksgiv­
ing, let your requests be made 
known unto God: and the peace 
of God, which passeth all under­
standing, shall keep your liearts 
and rninds tlirougli Christ Jesus. 
They ceased to wander, and rest­
ed there till holy consolation 
seemed to be shed over her heart. 
She knelt down, and was for 
some time most sweetly and pro­
fitably employed. 

At length, the striking of a 
clock reminded her of the late­
ness of the hour, and she has­
tened to complete her prepara­
tions. They were scarcely con­
cluded, when she heard the 
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sound of horses in a court be­
lo-w, and she hastily ,, ent down 
stairs. As she passed the hall­
door, which stood open, in her 
way into the drawing-roo1n, 
Charles's elder brother, in his 
hunting·-dress, hastily entered it. 
He took her by the hand, and 
see1ned preparing to ad dress her 
in a very agitated manner. His 
appearance alarmed her, and 
before he had said enough to 
give her any idea of his purport, 
her eye caught upon the lawn, 
and approaching to,vards the 
back-door of the house, a lit­
ter" borne upon the shoulders of 
men, upon which some one was 
laid. Her husband's spirited 
hunter following without a rfrler, 
and led by a servant, in1partetl 
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to her 1nin<l at once what her 
brother-in-la,v ,vished to have 
told her, aggravated, . too, and 
heightened by her imagination; 
and had not he prevented her, 
she would have fallen senseless 
to the ground. 

On returning to animation, 
she found herself in the arn1s 
of A111elia's nurse, a servant who 
had resided many years in l1el' 
father's family, and ,vho, though 
not the confidant of Sophia, ,vas 
the silent sharer of all her sor­
ro,vs. She seemed to a,vake 
as from a painful drean1, and 
,vas some ti111e before she could 
recollect what had passed; and 
when she fully called to mind 
vvhat she had seen, she said to 
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the nurse, in a voice of deepest 
concern, " Is all hope over then 
for ever ?-for ever? " 

"0, no, Madam," replied the 
nurse: " the surgeon gives us 
great hopes ; but my master is 
not sensible yet.,, 

Sophia's imagination had re­
presented her husband to her as 
indeed no more : the words of 
the nurse were therefore as life 
from the dead. In a transport 
of gratitude, she fell on her 
knees, and thanked her faithful 
God, who had not forsaken her; 
then, relieved by a flood of 
tears. she arose and begged the 
nurse immediately to lead her to 
her husband. 
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But ,ve n1ust here forbear en­
tering into too many particulars. 
Charles had been thrown from 
his horse, and received a violent 
blo,v on his head. He ,vas for 
a length of time insensible; and 
what further effects the fall 
1night produce was long uncer­
tain. A violent fever ensued, 
and high deliriun1. These at 
length gave ,vay, and Charles 
returned gradually to sense and 
recollection, but not to health. 
The injury he had received at 
a moment ,vhen his constitution 
,vas beginning to feel the baneful 
effects of repeated excesses, indu­
ced a paralytic attack: and thus 
a pre1nature old age ,vithered his 
youth and strength, and ,vas gra­
dually unden:nining his life. 
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Charles had received this fatal 
accident at the very moment 
when he seemed to be in the 
fullest career of sin. He had 
purchased his hunter with a 
considerable sum of money, 
which had been set apart for the 
payment of Christmas bills, he 
was involved deeper and deeper 
in engagements with men of un­
principled character and dissi­
pated habits, and dissatisfaction 
with himself and all around him 
had just begun to vent itself in 
unkind words, as well as unjust 
actions, to the faithful and gen­
tle Sophia. Meanwhile con­
science had never ceased, from 
time to time, to embitter all his 
enjoyments. Hence, as he gra­
dually regained recollection and 
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consciousness, a bitter sense of 
his folly and guilt was, in great 
mercy, permitted to awaken 
with his reviving intellect. 

When he first recollected So­
phia, a confused and exquisitely 
painful feeling of having injured 
her returned with memory--a 
feeling ,vhich he then found it 
impossible to express. He call­
ed her by her name, and looked 
at her ,vith such an expression 
of countenance, as melted her 
into tears; while joy at witness­
ing his returning intellect exci­
ted the warmest thankfulness in 
her bosom. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE feeling·s of Charles, na­
turally an1iable, and now soften­
ed by deep affliction, inclined 
him to entertain the deepest 
sense of his past unkindness 
to Sophia. But this was not 
enough : there were other and 
higher ,vrongs which Sophia 
,vanted him to feel, and of 
,vhich she daily and earnestly 
prayed that he n1ig-ht become 
8ensible. Religion had never, 
at any period, attained in the 
mind of Charles to any thing like 
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habitual influence ; nor had he 
ever gained that kno,vledge of 
his own spiritual wants which 
could lead him to fervent or ef­
fectual prayer. As his feeble 
strength pe->·mitted, he did not 
however refuse to listen to So­
phia when she read to him or 
prayed with him; but it was 
more from a desire to oblige her, 
and a faint conviction of duty, 
that he did so, than from any 
great interest he felt on the 
subject. 

At this important crisis, Lady 
Seymor accidentally, or, ,ve may 
rather say, providentially, arri­
ved at the seat of her eldest 
nephew; where, for the first 
time, she heard of Charles's ac-



58 SOPHIA. 

cid ent. She i1n1nediately re­
paired to the house of mourn­
ing; and, finding that no-w ,.vas 
the season of usefulness, she 
kindly requested pern1ission to 
assist Sophia for a season in 
nursing the beloved Charles, and 
she disn1issed the ,vhole of her 
equipage, that she n1ight neither 
add to the trouble nor expence 
of the little disordered house­
l1old. 

The experience of Lady Sey-
1nor was a powerful assistance 
to Sophia. She had a perfect 
kno" ledge of the character of 
Charles, and the strongest inte­
rest in his welfare. It was easy 
for her to see, ,vithont the infor­
n1ation of the physician given 
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freely to her, that Charles ,vas 
never likely to regain that health 
and strength, of ,vhich, alas! he 
had ma<le so bad a use. 

She took opportunities, when 
alone, of conversing freely with 
him, of stating to hiin her opi­
nion of the evil of his conduct, 
,vith all its aggravations, against 
light, and knowledge, and con­
science ; of his sin, against his 
wife, his children, and society in 
g·eneral ; and especially against 
llearen. She represented to 
him, that his life and strength, 
blessings for ,vhich he had never 
thanked the gracious Giver, ,vere 
now, in all probability, about to 
be taken a\",,ay; and that the 
season allotted for hi1n to n1ake 



GO SOPHI A. 

his peace with his God and Sa­
viour Yvoul<l be very short. 

Charles gratified his aunt by 
his thankful and candid recep­
tion of every thing she said to 
him, and she trusted that the 
blessing of God would eventu­
ally excite in his breast those 
feelings of deep penitence which 
it was her grand object to 
awaken. She further prevailed 
upon him to see the clergyman 
of the parish. a pious an<l ex­
perienced n1an, to ,vhom the 
habits of his life were thorough­
ly known. 

Thus, full of hope, Lady Sey­
mor took her last leave of her 
beloved nephe,v, when circum-
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stances obliged her to return 
home. Nor were her hopes 
vain, founded as they were on 
the confidence that fervent and 
believing prayer shall sooner or 
later receive a gracious answer. 

It was not long after her de­
parture, while the memory of 
Charles ,vas full of the conversa­
tions of his aunt, and of his aged 
friend the clergyman, but before 
they seemed to have penetrated 
deeply into his heart, that an­
other and alarming seizure of 
his paralytic disease was in 
great mercy permitted to at­
tack his body, while it left his 
mind, except only for a short 
season, quite unimpaired in its 
every faculty but that of 1ne-
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1nory, which was occasionally 
confused. 

N o,v did the voice of God 
seen1 to sound loudly and effec. 
tually in his ears; and as he 
called to mind in the silence of 
a sick roo1n past events and 
past reproofs, to every charge 
brought against him, conscience 
,vitnessed to him-T/wu, art lite 
man! He was now deeply dis­
tressed and agitated, and the an­
guish of his mind in variou::, 
ways betrayed itself to the 
,vatchful friends that surround­
ed hi1n ; but it ,vas a consider­
able time before he recovered 
sufficiently the use of his speech, 
,vhich his last attack had rnuch 
in1paired, to lay open his feel-
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ings to any one. At length he 
,vas enabled to n1ake the atten1pt, 
one evening, when he found 
himself alone with Sophia and 
his kind and constant visitor the 
rector of the parish. The sof­
tened and i1npressive tone of his 
voice, and the agitation of his 
manner, ,vith a fe,v broken ex­
pressions which he dropped in 
his first effort to introduce the 
subject, laid open the state of 
his n1ind, and enabled the rector 
to assist him in the task he had 
undertaken. 

,vith Sophia it was otherwise : 
as she sat beside her husband, 
who held her hand and occasion­
ally leaned his pale face against 
her shoulder, ancl as she listened 
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to his penitent, humble, and 
broken language, she felt quite 
incapable of finding ,vords to 
express her feelings. Her gra­
titude to that Aln1ighty Father, 
who can create anew the stub­
born heart of sinful man, was 
such, as for a time to overpower 
and absorb her every faculty. 

From repeaterl conversations 
with Charles, as his weak state 
would admit, and from ,vitness­
ing his uniform patient endu­
rance of suffering, his affection­
ate behaviour to Sophia, and 
his thankful reception of every 
attention paid to him, his aged 
and pious counsellor became en­
tirely satisfied that his language 
of penitence ,vas sincere; and 
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then he thought hin1self fully 
justified in leading hi1n to the 
source of all consolation to the 
returning penitent, and in saying 
to him,-'' Be/told tlte Lamb of 
God, wlticlt taket!t aioay tile sins 
of tlw world." It is not always 
that even the penitent sinner 
will rest upon this hope, ,vhen 
it is first presented to him; but, 
by degrees, the glorious confi­
dence that the ransom of his 
sins was fully paid was admitted 
into the boson1 of the no,v con­
tented Charles. The Sun of 
11ighteousness rose upon his 
heart, gradually dispelling every 
cloud of despair, ignorance, and 
fear, as it advanced towards per­
fect day. And now, indeed, it 
1night be truly said of hi1n, as 
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the outer man decayed, the in­
ner man ·was renewed day by 
day: and even Sophia, as she 
contemplated the glorious trans­
formation in the heart of her 
husband, of rebellious pride into 
childlike dependence on his Sa­
viour, could regard with perfect 
c01nposure the progress of that 
disease ,vhich had been 1nade 
so important a means of his 
soul's recovery. The lively, ani­
mated, handsome youth was no-w 
becon1e a feeble, pallid, emacia­
ted old man, as much in need of 
the assistance of those about 
him as his little infant daughter: 
but, to the eye of faith, this even­
ing of life was the most prospe­
rous and happy interval of its 
,vhole duration. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM the period of his last 
attack, the health of Charles 
gradually declined more and 
more rapidly, and forbade the 
most remote prospect of reco­
very. For many months he 
retained a very considerable vi­
gour of intellect; at least, so 
much as to enable him in ge­
neral to converse with those 
about him as freely as his pow­
ers of speech ,vould admit: and 
thus he ,vas enabled to bear, in 
many ways, a consistent testi-
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111ony to the sincerity of his re­
pentance. Every article of ex­
pence which see111ecl a 111e111orial 
of past excesses ,vas painful to 
hi111 to look at, and was care­
fully banished fro111 vie,v. 

He spent the greatest part of 
his tin1e in Sophia's dressing­
roo111, ,vhich had al ways retain­
ed its si1nplicity of furniture. 
\Vhenever he was able to bear 
the co1npany of his children, 
they were brought to hin1: he 
prayed 111ost fervently for the1n 
both, and discoursed at ti1nes 
sweetly ,vith the little Charles, 
and often expressed in the n1ost 
pathetic n1anner his earnest hope 
that he 1night beco1ne a better 
n1an than his father had been. 
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The quiet conversation of So­
phia, the visits of his pastor, 
but, above all, his Bible, and his 
frequent secret devotions, be­
came the sources of his highest 
enjoyment ; and, when his weak 
frame was ·wearied with these, 
he would compose himself to 
sleep, like a young infant. 
When the ,veather was tem­
perately warm, he would walk 
,vith Sophia ; frequently in her 
favourite meadow, by the river's 
brink. 

The very last ,valk which 
they took together, finding the 
weather, thoug·h it ,vas autumn, 
sufficiently ,varm for the pur­
pose, they sat down in their 
favourite bower of sycamore, 
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where the pleasant wannth of 
the sun cheered the palsied 
li111bs of Charles, and a refresh­
ing breeze fro111 the river afford­
ed him at the saine ti1ne a 
te1nporary Yigour. 

Here, as they sat in this 
scene, which had in forn1er days 
,vitnessed many hours of enjoy-
1nent, no,v to return no n1ore, 
Charles turned to Sophia, and 
laying his chilly hand upon 
hers, said to her, with a look 
,vhich penetrated to her heart, 
"Ah, Sophia, how happy we 
1night have been, had I sen etl 
111y Gotl as faithfully as I served 
1ny pleasures! " 

" It is all well," replied So-
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phia, suppressing a sigh. " Let 
us remen1ber, how good God 
has been to us." 

" I have no wish to linger 
here," replied Charles, raising· 
his eyes to heaven. "I trust 
1ny sins haYe all been borne by 
my Saviour; I trust 1ny peace 
is n1a<le, and that I have a hon1e, 
a glorious home in heaven. But 
can I, ought I, to forget that 
I haYe en1bittered all your days, 
Ly n1y sin and folly? nay, that 
I have robbed yon and 1ny 
babes of their bread?" 

",v e have a heavenly Father," 
interrupted Sophia, " ,vho will 
ne-ver leave us, nor for::,;ake us. 
'fhink, my beloved Charles, how 
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far more real prosperity we are 
enjoying no,v, than vvhen we 
first entered upon life !-now, 
I humbly trust, we are rich for 
eterni tv ! " ., 

' ' I trust ,ve are, I trust ,ve 
are," answered Charles; and, as 
he spoke these words, his mind 
seemed to take another turn; 
and he sat silent, looking up­
wards, and wholly absorbed in 
heavenly meditation. 

It had been usual ,vith him 
lately, ,vhenever he spoke of 
the embarrassed state of his 
affairs, to enter into some par­
ticulars with Sophia respecting 
them, and he often betrayed 
such acuteness of feelings, in 
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the consideration of the distress 
he had brought upon her, that 
she carefully concealed fron1 
hi111 her own fears and anxieties, 
and never alluded to the sub­
ject ,vhen ii was possible to 
avoid it; .though she was ·well 
aware that nothing but the pe­
culiar distressing state of her 
husband's health prevented their 
creditors from pressing upon 
them for inu11ediate pay1nent. 
'I'his day, ho-wever, the painful 
anxieties ,vhich he had just ex­
pressed seemed to have passed 
instantaneously away, and to 
have yielded to considerations 
of a very different kind. 

Sophia sat looking for s01ne 
time at the calm and heavenly 
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countenance of her husban<l, 
when a trifling circu1nstance 
at once turned the current of 
her thoughts. A little boat ap­
peared in view, coining rapidly 
do,vn the strea1n towards them, 
containing two persons, one of 
,vhon1 ,vas rowing, the other 
playing· upon a :flute-and, in­
stantaneously, the reme1nbrance 
of that sad day ,vhen, in that 
very spot, she had been brought 
to a full kno,vledge of her sins, 
and her 1nisfortunes, came so 
strongly into her n1ind, and 
,vere so powerfully contrasted 
with her present circumstances, 
that tears of gratitude burst 
from her eyes; tears of gratitude 
to Ilim who had dealt so n1er­
cifnlly with her in the midst of 
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judgment. Still however these 
feelings ,vere not without their 
alloy of sorrow, ,vhen she re­
collected that her earthly hap­
piness ,vas on the point of flit­
ting from her grasp for ever. 
How long she re1nainell in 
this state of mind, she kne,v 
not. Charles at last interrupt­
ed her train of thoughts, by 
suddenly turning towards her, 
and thus addressing her, in a 
cahn and placid tone : " So­
phia, I now feel that I can 
leave you and my babes with 
n1y God and my Redeemer 
I can leave you no,v without 
a pang·. All is well. 0 ! 
the long-suffering love of 1ny 
Saviour to n1e, the chief of sin­
ner~." 
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Sophia looked at hi1n with a 
feeling of joy and surprise, and 
much en1otion; and severely re­
proved her own rebellious re­
p1n1ngs. He then arose, and, 
leaning on her arn1, walked 
silently towards home. 

It is probable, that Charles 
felt so1ne intimations of ap­
proaching illness which he did 
not communicate, for he ex­
pressed the same evening a great 
desire to see his revered friend 
the clerg·y1nan, and obtained his 
promise to administer the sacra-
1nent to hi1n the following rnorn-
1ng, after receiving which he 
remained in a state of delig-htfnl 
calm, and seemingly in c01n-
1n1n1ion with his God nearly the 
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whole re1nainder of the day. 
\-Vhen he retired to his bed, 
which was always at an early 
hour, he took his leave with 
unusual tenderness of his family, 
and then composed himself qui­
etly to rest: but ere the hour 
of n1idnight struck, a most 
alarn1ing seizure roused Sophia 
fro1n her shunbers. From this 
seizure Charles never recovered 
sufficiently to kno,v any person 
about hi1n; and, in the course 
of a few days, it terminated his 
life as if by a sleep which stole 
gradually upon hi1n. 

Thus died Charles L--, in 
the twenty-ninth year of his age. 
But while the tender, the faith­
ful Sophia 111otuned over an 
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affectionate husband premature­
ly torn from his fan1ily; accom­
plished, young, and handsome ; 
born, as it ,Yould seem, to bless 
and be blessed; ,vith the eye of 
faith, she sa,v a brand plucked 
fro1n the burning, a sinner saved 
from death : and holy peace 
and thankfulness gave promise 
gently and gTadually to wipe 
a,vay the tears of natural sor-
1·ow. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE remains of Charles had 
been scarcely resigned to their 
last quiet home, when an event 
which Sophia had too often 
anticipated took place. Bills 
without end poured in upon her, 
and she soon found that the 
extravagance of her husband 
had exceeded even her own 
fears. There remained but one 
alternative: either to mortgage 
her estate, or to bring her hus­
band's name under a disgraceful 
cloud, and to injure many 
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worthy fan1ilies to whom he was 
indebted. 

Sophia, long habituated to 
the salutary discipline of sor­
ro,v, had learned, that in keep­
ing the commandments of the 
Lord alone there is peace, and 
she detern1ined upon following· 
the narro,v path of duty, and 
trusting Goel with herself and 
her children. She gave orders 
therefore to the person who 
managed her ,vorldly affairs, to 
make such arrange1nents as 
might satisfy the demands of 
every claimant, though the re­
sidue merely proved adequate 
to maintain herself and her two 
children in the most simple and 
lnunble n1ode of life. 
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She had no sooner made this 
decision than she wrote to Lady 
Seymor, ,vith ·whom she had re­
gularly corresponded since her 
last visit, and informed her of 
the step she had taken. By re­
turn of post, she received from 
that lady an offer of a cottage, 
free of expence, in one of the 
lovely valleys ·which beautifully 
Yariegate the foot of Snowdon, 
and at a short distance only 
fron1 her own 1nansion. This 
offer was gTatefully received by 
Sophia, who felt the great im­
portance of bringing up her lit­
tle son at a distance fro1n those 
connexions which had proved 
the ruin of his father. But 
when the moment arriYed in 
which she was to take leave of 
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her native place ; the house 
·where she herself as ·well as her 
children ,vere born; where her 
parents and her husband had 
lived and died ; the ·woods, the 
rivers, the n1eadows, the hills, 
endeared to her by a thousand 
recollections ; she felt a pang 
too bitter for description. Nor 
,vas it less severe to part fron1 
her old friends in the neigh­
bourhood, and her near rela­
tions at the hall: yet, "·hen this 
,vas once done, ,vhen every tie 
,vas burst asunder, and she had 
co1n1nenced her journey with 
her little boy, her infant daugh­
ter, and her faithful nurse, she 
began to taste afresh son1e feel­
ings of composure, she felt with 
thankfulness that she had been 
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enabled to n1ake the sacrifice 
which the will of God seemed 
to require fro1n her, and she 
doubted not but that his bless­
ing would attend her. 

After travelling two days she 
arrived at Beddgelert, where the 
carriage of Lady Seymor was 
,vaiting for her, and, a little be­
fore sunset, she reached the 
lovely abode ,, hich had been 
prepared for her: it ·was on the 
declivity of a lo,v ,voody hill, 
which, on three sides, surround­
ed a deep and s1nooth lake of 
considerable extent, and the 
cottage exactly faced the stu­
pendous rocks ,vhich rose from 
the remaining side of the lake, 
and formed one of the stupen-
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dous ascents to Snowdon, whose 
peak itself appeared arising far 
beyond them. \Vaterfalls and 
1nasses of wood were mixed in 
wild disorder with these rocks, 
and formed a sublime contrast 
to the peaceful woodland sce­
nery around the cottage. The 
cottage was one of those rural 
and si1nple abodes which we 
often see in the neighbourhood 
of Snowdon, built for temporary 
residence in the height of sum­
mer, but usually too secluded 
for a winter residence. In front 
a little smooth lawn, bordered 
by flowers and flowering shrubs, 
was gained from the surround­
ing wood; and behind, a small 
kitchen - garden afforded what 
was useful. The cottage was 
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white, neat in its appearance 
·without, and comfortably though 
very simply furnished within. 
Lady Seymor was herself wait­
ing to receive the strangers, arid 
her affectionate welco1ne ,vas 
indeed a cordial to Sophia. 

The description of this affect­
ing meeting ·we pass over, and 
hasten on with our story. "\iVe 
have seen that Lady Seymor 
·was to be a near neigh hour 
to lier afflicted niece : a road, 
winding for so1ne ti1ne along the 
lower part of the wood, occa­
sionally descending· to the bor­
ders of the lake, but at last, 
abruptly ascending, led to the 
upper ground, where, in a more 
open and cultivated country 
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and co1nmanding a full view of 
Snowdon, stood the ancient 
d,velling of Lady Seymor, 
scarcely two miles distant fro1n 
the cottage. Beside this man­
sion ,vas a small chapel in 
which English serYice ,vas re­
gularly perforn1ed, and, in due 
time, the kindness of Lady Sey­
mor provided Sophia with the 
means of regularly attending 
upon it; and Sophia was by no 
means disposed to permit slight 
difficulties, fron1 weather or 
roads, to debar her fron1 seek­
ing her customary refreshment 
in the house of God. 

Various conveniences, too, of 
a te1nporal nature, which the 
slender income of Sophia could 
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not have procured, were provi­
ded by Lady Seymor, ·who ,vas 
ever anxiously ,vatching over 
her welfare: and assistances, 
too, in the education of her lit­
tle boy, which she valued still 
higher, ,vere in the same way 
afforded to her. For several 
years his education consisted ot 
little but English reading and 
grammar, and such little in­
struction in biography, history, 
and geography, as his early 
years could receive. 

Sophia had nothing to inter­
rupt her attentions to her chil­
<lren; therefore Charles, at an 
early age, was unusually ad­
, anced: but his mother, draw­
ing wisclo1n from sad experi-
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ence, was very anxious to give 
hi1n solid rather than brilliant 
acquisitions, and to teach hi1n 
patiently to overcome the diffi­
culties which stood in the way 
of any attainment he was ma­
king ; and she never allowed 
him to turn away fro1n the con­
quest of difficulties, or to leave 
what ,vas begun unacco1nplish­
ed, for the sake of learning 
something ne,v. She took great 
pains to make him hardy and 
self-denying in his habits, and 
very kind and affectionate to his 
little sister, ,vho soon becaine 
his follower and imitator, if not 
his playfellow. 

Her sweetest employment 
was, to give her dear children 
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relig·ious instructions. Relig·ion 
had, as she humbly trusted, 
been the refuge of her husband 
in his dying hours. Under its 
influence she believed that he 
had died, reconciled to his God, 
and at peace with the whole 
world. But she trusted that 
religion would also be the guide 
of her children's life; in child­
hood, in youth, and in advanced 
age. She carefu1ly read the Bi­
ble with them twice a-day, and 
taught the1n the habit of secret 
prayer and daily examination 
of their conduct. To feel re­
pentance for childish faults she 
considered as essential as to feel 
penitence for the faults of more 
advanced life : the heart of a 
child n1ay as easily be hardened 
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by allowing itself in frequent 
trifling sins, as that of an older 
person; and a child whose con­
science is not tender, will sel­
dom have a tender conscience 
,vhen he g~ows up. 

The amusements of Charles 
were not few; he was almost 
as active as the kids that lived 
upon the mountains : and when 
his little sister could not follo-w 
him, he always took care to 
leave her in a place of security, 
and seldom failed to return to 
her with some favourite moun­
tain-flower or beautiful crystal, 
to reconcile her to being left 
behind, or to repay her for her 
alarms on his account-for she 
would often cry with fright at 

rl 
fr 

So 

3)J 

1o 



SOPHIA.' 91 

seeing hhn upon heights which 
appeared to her tremendous. 
Sometimes he explored the 
,vood-walks, pushing aside care­
fully the thorns and briers, that 
his sister might be enabled to 
follow him : and they were often 
rewarded for their pains, by the 
discovery of a cascade tumbling 
from the hills above, or a brook 
,vatering a little valley of de­
lightful verdure. Here they 
could sit and read, if they ,vere 
so disposed, or gather flowers 
and ,vild strawberries to take 
home to their mother. 

During the play-hours of the 
children, Sophia suffered not 
herself to indulge unavailing 
sorrow by painful recollections 
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of the past. Son1etimes, in­
deed, she could not repress her 
sighs, or check her falling tears, 
when she recollected that her 
sun of prosperity had set so 
early: but she endeavoured ra-

. ther to cherish a sense of thank­
fulness for the blessings that 
had been mingled with her tri­
als, and hu111ility for those er­
rors ,vhich had brought her 
trials upon her; and especially 
she sought for peace, ,vhere it 
is as certain to be found as it is 
rarely sought. " In me ye shall 
luwe peace; in tile world ye slwll 
ltave tribulation;" are the words 
of Him ,Yho can neither deceive 
nor mistake. Thus she was 
enabled to receive her children 
again, after any little absence, 
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·with that cheerfulness of manner 
without which it is scarcely 
possible to be useful to very 
young people. 

In summer Sophia walked 
,vith her children in an evening, 
or sat vnth them in some sweet 
sheltered place, ,vhere, while 
she worked, Charles read to 
her, and ,vhatever he read, she 
endeavoured to make profita­
ble to hi1n, by mixing with it 
useful explanations, or little 
anecdotes applicable to the sub­
ject. S01netimes they sailed on 
the lake in a boat kept by one 
of Lady Seyrnor's tenants; and 
here Charles delig·hted himself 
,vith gathering· the white water­
lily, whose beautiful cups sailed 
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in abundance on the surface of 
the water. 

In the winter their amuse­
ments were varied. After the 
conclusion of their morning les­
sons, Sophia generally accom­
panied her children in their 
·walk. By degrees they gained 
sufficient knowledge of the na­
tive language of the country, 
to be able to converse with the 
poor people, ,vhile they adminis­
tered, as far as they ,vere able, 
to their ,vants. During the win­
ter season especially they fre­
quently paid long visits to Lady 
Seymor. The mansion of this 
lady ,vas large and ancient, but 
it belonged to her husband's 
family, and was only hers for 
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her life. Her jointure was a1n­
ple, and a very large portion of 
it was bestovved on charitable 
and benevolent purposes. A 
long gallery and other apart­
ments of the house ,vere filled 
,vith pictures of her husband's 
ancestors and relations ; but the 
library, in which she usually sat, 
she had appropriated to the 
portraits of those particularly 
dear to her. Over the fire-place 
" 'as a very larg·e fa1nily-picture 
of her five children, ,vho had 
once been alive together, in 
every lovely stage of infancy, 
from half a year old to the age 
of seven. The youngest, the 
lovely Arthur, was springing 
fro1n his mother's anns, then 
represented in the height of her 
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beauty, to his father, who ap­
pears just coming into view 
with his bow and arrows in one 
hand ; his eldest boy in an ar­
cher's dress is following him, 
and three little girls are playing 
together on the grass in Yarious 
attitudes. Charles ,vas much 
struck with this picture, and 
,vould stand for a long while 
looking at it; and Lady Seymor, 
whose iinagination ·was vivid, 
and affections ,varm, was never 
more pleased than when relating 
to him in glowing colours a 
thousand little anecdotes of 
each dear personage represented 
in this picture. She spoke of 
lier husband as a very pious 
man, who had influenced her to 
tread in his steps; and the 
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deaths of her elder children she 
described as very happy In 
one part of the library was the 
picture of Lady Seymor's father; 
and in another the portraits of 
her brother, lately dead, and his 
two sons, the present Lord 
L---, and the interesting· and 
unfortunate Charles. Frequent­
ly, when Lady Seymor ·was 
alone "ith the boy, she would 
take hi1n to look at the picture 
of his father. She carefully 
drew a veil over a certain period 
of his history ; but ,vould speak 
of his visits to her house in his 
boyish days, and tell ho,v be 
played with her own d·eparted 
little ones ; and then she would 
describe how full of peace and 
hope was the close of his days. 
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Hence she turned the conver­
sation to his mother.-" Though 
you have lost your father," she 
,vould say to hi1n, " a kind Pro­
vidence has given you the best 
of 1nothers ; and I hope the time 
,vill co1ne, ,vhen you will reco1n­
pense her in some degree for 
the sacrifices she has made. 
Her early days have been cloud­
ed with n1any sad misfortunes; 
but I trust her later days will 
be far n1ore prosperous ; and 
upon you, Charles, under the 
divine blessing, this 1nust de­
pend : your exertions alone can 
restore to your mother in any 
degree ,vhat she has lost. Your 
industry, your perseverance, your 
dutiful behaYiour, are her only 
earthly prospect for the future .. , 
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Further than this Lady Sey­
mor never chose to explain her­
self; but she obtained the point 
she had in view by these ap­
peals. She impressed upon the 
child's mind the idea that some­
thing depended upon his exer­
tions, which was to be very 
i1nportant to his mother; and 
he learned to feel, that when he 
·was idle or naughty, his mother 
,vould in so1ne way be the 
sufferer. 

,vhen Charles arrived at an 
age when it becan1e necessary 
that he should learn something 
1nore than English, Lady Sey­
mor undertook to provide him 
with a tutor for the purpose. 
'fhe chaplain who perforined the 
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duties of the adjoining chapel, 
and who resided with his wife 
verv near to Lady Seymor's 
house, ,vas a man of learning· 
and of amiable 1nanners, and he 
undertook to meet Charles every 
morning· at Lady Seymor's house, 
for the purpose of instructing 
him in Latin and other things 
which it fell not within his 
mother's province to teach him; 
though she, ardently solicitous 
for her son's good, and enjoying 
considerable leisure, was not 
satisfied till she had herself 
gained sufficient knowledge of 
what he was learning, to be able 
to watch his progress when he 
·was preparing his lessons at 
home, and thus to prevent his 
careless performance of them. 
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A knowledge of this sort is 
not calculated to excite vanity 
in a fe1nale mind; as it affords 
little occasion for display, and 
,vhen gained from a motive so 
pure and so strong, it will leave 
little place for inferior motives 
in the breast. 

Charles was not destitute of 
his father's volatility of disposi­
tion ; but the extreme caution 
of his mother and his aunt. 
together with the regular habits 
of perseverance and industry 
in which he was brought up, 
kept this disposition ,vithin such 
bounds, that it only appeared 
occasionally in lively and san­
guine expressions respecting his 
favourite pursuits, scarcely ex-
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ceeding the usual vivacity of 
childhood. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

WHEN Charles was about 
nine years of ag·e, his uncle, 
Lord L--, paid a visit to 
Lady Seymor, with his Lady 
and their little son, a child 
not six years of age. He call­
ed upon Sophia, and seemed 
n1uch affected by seeing her cot­
tage-residence. He was very 
kind to her, expressed much 
interest about her boy, and, 
upon taking his leave, intima­
ted his wish to bear a part in 
his education. 
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As he and his lady were 
spending some time in the 
neighbourhood, in visiting its 
various attractive beauties, they 
left the little Frederick with 
their aunt, who, with her usual 
,varmth of feeling, expressed a 
strong interest in his welfare. 

Charles and Frederick met 
every day at their aunt's house, 
and soon became well acquaint­
ed, though there was a diffe­
rence of nearly four years in 
their age. One evening Lady 
Seymor took her youngest ne­
phe,v ,vith her to call upon So­
phia. The child received the 
kindest reception, yet he seem­
ed quite insensible of every ci­
vility, and scarcely ~poke. Hfl 
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appeared deeply engaged in 
looking about hin1; and as 
soon as he and Charles had 
received pern1ission to go out 
of the roon1 to play, he said 
to Charles, " Where do you 
l . 'I" 1ve ! 

'' In this house," answered 
Charles. 

",vhy, it is a cottage!""· 

" Yes, I know that: but I 
live in it." 

" Then your father's not a 
gentle1nan, and I wiU not play 
with you." 

"My father is <l&ad,'. answer-
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ed Charles : " but he was a 
gentleman." 

"Then why do you live here?" 

"I do not know," replied 
Charles; " but I was not born 
here. Mamma can1e here ,vhen 
Amelia was a baby." 

" Are you sure your father 
,vas a gentleman?" asked Fre­
derick: " I thought gentlen1en 
never lived in cottages. I will 
ask 111y aunt if he ,vas." 

'' And I will ask man1ma," 
replied Charles, " why we live 
here." 

As soon as Charles was alone 
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with Sophia, he said to her, 
" Man11na, ·why do ·we live 
here? and why did ,ve leave 
that pretty house where I ,vas 
born?" 

"Because," answered Sophia, 
" we could not afford to re1nain 
in it. Some time or other you 
will return there, if you live." 

" And will not you, ma1nma?" 
asked Charles. 

" It is most likely that I 
never shall," answered Sophia. 

Sophia suppressed a sigh as 
she spoke, and a tear stood in 
her eye. Charles perceived 
this, and thought there was 
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some reason why she did not 
like to talk of his native place ; 
and he asked no more ques­
tions. The next day, vd1en he 
went to bis aunt's house as 
usual to receive his lesson, she 
sent for him into her library : 
Frederick was with her. After 
addressing him very kindly, she 
took the hands of both the chil­
dren, and led them opposite the 
pictures of their respective fa­
thers. " Your fathers," said 
she, " were brothers ; and I 
hope that you both ,vill grow 
up to love each other as l.H:o­
thers, though it has pleased the 
,, ise Governor of all things to 
put one of you for a time in a 
cottage: and when yon are old 
enough, Frederick, to know ,rhy 
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Charles lives in a cottage, 
you will, on that very account, 
learn to love him the more." 

The children both listened 
with attention to their aunt, yet 
it was some time before Frede­
rick would behave to Charles 
as he had done previous to his 
visit. 

A short time after this little 
occurrence, Lord and Lady 
L-- returned to Lady Sey­
mor's house, and remained there 
two or three ·weeks. During 
this time Lord L-- sa,v a 
good deal of Charles, and ,vas 
much pleased with him. One 
day he said to Lady Seymor, 
" I feel much interested about 
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that boy, and am anxious to do 
son1ething· for him : in two years 
I shall send Frederick to school, 
and I ·will pay Charles's expen­
ces at the same place ; he is 
four years older than Frederick, 
and he will be a protector to 
him." 

Lady Seymor remained for 
some time silent; afterwards, 
turning to her nephew·, she re­
plied, " My Lord, your plan is 
excellent, and it is very kind on 
your part : yet I could wish one 
thing-that the boys might be 
·well acquainted with each other 
before they go to school toge­
ther. You are going· abroad for 
some time; could you make up 
your mind to leave your boy 
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behind you, under my care? 
Charles's tutor should be his 
tutor, and the boys in this 
solitude 1nust be playfellows, 
and most likely will become 
friends." 

Lord L--, after consulting 
the mother of Frederick, ac­
cepted Lady Seymor's proposal, 
only adding, "Take care, my 
dear aunt, that you do not 1nake 
my boy too religious." 

"It is an easy matter," repli­
ed Lady Seymor, " to make a 
child singular in his manners, or 
a great talker about religion; 
but not so easy to make him 
really good and religious. I 
certainly shall try to make your 



112 SOPHIA. 

boy good, and really religious, 
if he lives with me; but need­
less singularities I will try to 
prevent him from acquiring.'' 

Lord L~- cared too little 
for any of these things to enter 
further into the subject; and 
here the conversation dropped: 
it remained only to communi­
cate its purport to Sophia, and 
Lady Seymor went over to 
the cottage immediately to do 
so. 

When Sophia heard of the 
proposal respecting her son, she 
replied, in an agitated manner, 
'' Lord L=--- is very kind, but 
must 1ny boy be the companion 
of his son ? '' 
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Lady Sey1nor, ,vho knew ,vell 
,vhat ,vas passing· in Sophia's 
mind, replied, " It ·will be im­
possible to prevent your son, as 
he advances in age, from be­
coining acquainted ,vith his re­
lations; but if ,ve can establish 
that intercourse upon a proper 
footing early in life, ,ve shall do 
n1ore for him than if we ,vere to 
shut him out from their acquain­
tance till he should arrive at an 
age when novelty will have pe­
culiar snares." 

Sophia kne,v the strength of 
her own feelings on a subject of 
this nature, and dared not trust 
then1; and having· a full confi­
dence in Lady Seymor's judg­
ment, after a little 1nore discus-
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sion, she yielded the point, and 
a~quiesced in her decision. 

Soon after this arrangement 
was made, Lord and Lady 
L- took their leave of Lady 
Seymor, and left their little boy 
under her charge ; and, a few 
weeks afterwards, they quitted 

the kingdom. 

It was not im1nediately that 
Frederick was reconciled to 
certain changes ,vhich now took 
place in his habits. He ,vas 
obliged to make exertions he 
did not like ; for though his 
new tutor required but little of 
him, that little 1nust be done 
thoroughly, and ,vhat was once 
required, was never to be given 
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up. Besides, young as he was, 
he had lost much of the sim­
plicity of infancy, and could not 
be so easily amused as Charles, 
though he was so much older: 
and, with respect to principles, 
he had no other idea of right 
and wrong, but being gentle­
manlike or ungentlemanlike ; 
and there was, in his usual man­
ner, a coldness and listlessness 
quite unlike the warmth and 
liveliness of childhood. 

Charles, on the other hand, 
though he had always been 
brought up in polished and edu­
cated society, and had nev et 
incurred a single vulgar habit, 
had been used to fe,v indul­
gences, was simple in his plea-
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sures, and industrious at his 
studies. He ,vas a gentleman 
from habit, and a Christian from 
principle. He had been roused 
to an energy hardly natural to 
him, by being made constantly 
to feel that something very in1-
portant depended on his exer­
tions ; while, at the sa1ne time, 
he was carefully taught, that his 
own exertions, unassisted by 
that divine grace which he must 
diligently ask for, ·would pro­
duce nothing really and truly 
good. 

A few months, ho,vever, pro­
duced a great change in the 
little Frederick: labour gave 
him a relish for play; religious 
instructions, assiduously but sea-
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sonably g·iven by his aunt, be­
gan, through the divine blessing, 
to produce principles, and even 
new affections ; air and exercise 
had given him robust health; 
and he learned to be as happy 
as Charles in gathering ·water­
lilies or mountain plants, in ma­
king little boats to sail on the 
lake, or in searching for crys­
tals on the mountain side ; and 
he ,vould take pleasure in read­
ing his Bible with Charles, as 
they sat together, on a Sunday, 
in some favourite solitude. 

Sometimes their tutor, ,vith 
the help of a little poney, would 
take them ,vith him to the top 
of some almost inaccessible rock, 
and shew them far distant lands, 



J 18 SOPHIA. 

( which to their imagination were 
the boundaries of the earth,) 
and the sea covered with ships. 
Then he would point to almost 
impenetrable depths of wood 
below their feet, and cascades 
bursting from the mountain side. 
He took them to the very in­
most recesses of the Pass of 
Llanberis, and that lovely valley 
where the greyhound sleeps. 
More than once he ascended 
with them to the very summit 
of Snowdon. 

Frederick learned to take de­
light in listening to the black­
bird and nightingale, and the 
ring-dove, 111 the deep wood, 
and began to notice the varying· 
beauties which every chang·e of 
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season affords. The companion 
of his studies and his pleasures, 
although the inhabitant of a 
cottage, became every day dear­
er to him; while Charles, on his 
part, made each day a progress 
in ·what was really valuable. 
,vhile he became more active 
and manly in his pursuits, and 
made more rapid attainments in 
his studies, he lost none of his 
tender affection for his mother 
and sister, or of his deep reve­
rence for religion: the seeds of 
piety sown in early infant days 
had put forth leaves and flowers, 
and had the promise at least of 
fruit. 

These ·were happy days, but 
they passed rapidly away, and 
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at length the period, long dread­
ed by Sophia, arrived when her 
boy must go to school. 

p 

Co 



SOPHIA. 121 

CHAPTER IX. 

LORD L.-- had prolonged 
his stay abroad to a greater 
length than had been expected ; 
but he did return before the ex­
piration of the two years, and 
his first visit was to the mansion 
of Lady Seymor. Both parents 
were pleased with the improve­
ments of Frederick, and antici­
pated the comfort, if not the 
moral advantage, which he 
would derive from going to 
school in company with his 
cousin ; and arrangements were 
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now immediately made for their 
going to a public school of emi­
nence after the following Mid­
summer holidays. Lady Seymor 
undertook to provide Charles 
,vith every thing necessary for 
his ne,v situation; ,vhile Sophia 
endeavoured to fortify her o-wn 
heart against the approaching 
separation, by earnest prayer to 
her heavenly Father, and to pre­
pare her boy by diligently giving 
him such advice as she thought 
it possible he could stand in 
need of in a situation the dan­
gers of which ·were only in1per­
f ectly known to her. 

The €Vening preceding the 
departure of the two boys, Lady 
Seymor called Charles into her 
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dressing-room, where she thus 
addressed him:-" I kno-w, 1ny 
dear boy, that your beloved 
mother has spared no pains in 
giving you those principles and 
instructions to ,vhich, ·with the 
divine blessing, ,ve must look 
for your behaviour as a Christian 
during your residence at school. 
But I think I may be of some 
use to you, by pointing· out to 
you a few of the occasions ,vhen 
you ,vill most need to call these 
principles into action. I have 
lived many years in the ,vorld, 
and have seen so1nething of the 
experience of my brothers and 
nephews. My own dear boy 
was, too, preparing to go to 
school, when he ,vas otherwise 
and far better provided for." 
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Here she paused. "And you, 
my Charles, are my child too, 
and I feel for you all the anxiety 
of a parent, and more especially 
when I consider how much de­
pends upon your present con­
duct. You cannot understand 
yet all the sacrifices your mother 
has made for you : but you may 
begin to kno,v something about 
them, and you must exert every 
nerve to obtain that knowledge 
,vhich may enable you to work 
for her, as well as yourself, when 
you are a man. And you must 
learn to be self-denying. Your 
mother will be practis;ng self­
denial all the time you are 
at school for your sake, and 
you must not be self-indul­
gent." 
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Charles looked up at his aunt, 
all ardour, as if he would have 
said, How can you suppose, 
aunt, that I should be self-indul­
g·ent? 

" But, my boy," replied Lady 
Seymor, ans,vering to what was 
passing in his mind, " a school 
is a little world; and those who 
have lived much in the ,vorld, 
have ahvays found that the ,vay 
to be respected by the greatest 
part of it is, to make a great 
deal of th ems elves, and to spend 
a great deal upon themselves, 
it little signifies often how 
foolishly: ,vhile to deny one's 
self, and do ,vithout ,vhat it is 
the usual custo1n of the world 
to have, even for the good of 
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parent:=;, or near and dear rela­
tions, will be called stingy. 
Thus a boy who is careful in 
spending what his parents are 
earning with difficulty, will often 
be called by many hard names, 
which, without looking up for 
divine help, he ,vill not be able 
to endure. But boys, as well as 
men, must endure persecution, 
if they will live godly in Christ 
Jesus ; and they ,vill surely reap 
the harvest of such sowing here­
after: yes, and the first fruits, 
even in this world." 

Lady Seymor here stopped, 
,vaiting to see if her nephew had 
any thing to say in reply; but he 
looked silently attentive to her, 
and she thus proceeded :-

y 
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"A school is a little world, 
in another important respect. 
The language of Canaan is not 
talked among the generality of 
1nen: on the contrary, true re­
ligion and religious people are 
ridicule<l; and, sometimes, even 
strict morality ,vill be so too. 
And this you will find to be the 
case among your new compa­
nions. Son1e boys will not only 
do ,vickedly themselves, but will 
strive to 1nake you as bad as 
themselves, and will laugh at 
you, and perhaps beat you, and 
call you names, if you do not 
fall in with their views. Here, 
nothing but the grace of God 
can preserve you from joining 
a multitude to do evil. But be 
cautious of opposing even these 
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,vicked children in a ,vrong 
spirit. Let Christian courage 
make you firm in opposing, and 
Christian humility meek and 
gentle. If your companions 
cannot ruffle or discompose 
your ten1per, they will in time 
cease to torment you; and 
meanwhile, if you are diligent 
and industrious, you will get 
forward in the school, and will 
obtain that situation in it, which 
will give you influence, and ,, ill 
enable you to promote the cause 
of virtue by precept as ,vell as 
exa1nple, and you ·will beco111e 
the protector not only of your 
little cousin, but of all other 
well-disposed children. 

" From our cradle it is ap-
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pointed to the children of Chris­
tian parents to fig·ht manfully 
in the spiritual ,varfare. Many 
are the battles of this kind you 
will be called to fight at school : 
Lut there are many no,v in 
heaven, ,vho we1·e enabled to be 
n1ore than conquerors through 
the Captain of their salvation, 
even during the days of their 
childhood, and in the very same 
situation in which you are now 
going· to be placed. 

" 0, my Charles, n1ay you 
be one of that holy generation, 
,vho are as burning and shining 
lights in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation. But 
re1nember, that prayer at least 
twice a day and on every oc-
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casion of need, reading the Bible 
daily, and employing the Sun­
day properly, are means you 
n1ust use, whatever ridicule they 
may expose you to, if you would 
expect a blessing on what you 
do. I shall conclude my advice 
,vith relating a little anecdote 
to you.-A few years ago meet­
ing with a nobleman a little 
younger than myself, and chan­
cing· to converse alone with him, 
he told me that, next to God's 
blessing, he owed all his hap­
piness in this world, and his 
hopes in the next, to the ex­
ample my husband had set hi111, 
and the private instructions he 
had given him, when restraining 
him from e\ il, and this at a time 
when they were school-boys to-
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gether, and 1ny husband so much 
higher in the school than him­
self as to give him great in­
fluence over him.-1 need not 
tell you," added Lady Seymor, 
" ,vhat delig·ht this relation af­
forded n1e. I can only pray for 
you, my boy, that you may be 
n1ade a means of similar use­
fulness." 

• 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE next 1norning, at an early 
hour, Charles and Frederick set 
off on their journey to school: 
and as my li1nits will not permit 
n1e to enter into any particu­
lars respecting the conduct of 
Charles while at school, or his 
history during that period, I 
shall merely state, that the holi­
days were always a season of 
joy to the little party that met 
together, whether in the cottage 
of Sophia or the mansion of 
Lady S~ymor-and Charles ne-

In 



SOPHIA. 133 

ver returned home without some 
little present to his mother or 
Amelia, which he had purchased 
with the savings of his pocket­
money. 

From his after-life some judg­
n1ent may be formed whether 
or not he followed the faithful 
and wise conduct of his mother 
and aunt. "\iV e will now pass on 
to that time ,vhen he was ar­
rived at an age to leave school, 
and go to the University, Fre­
derick having attained that 
experienC'e and steadiness which 
enabled him to act with respect­
ability ,vithout the watchful eye 
of his cousin. Charles was 
grateful in his acknowledgments 
to his uncle for the part he 

M 
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had borne in his education, the 
further expences of ,vhich were 
undertaken by Lady Seymor. 

Before he entered upon his 
college life, he spent several of 
the summer months in the so­
ciety of his mother and sister, 
and afforded to his widowed 
parent the sweet anticipation 
that she should see revived in 
her beloved son all that was 
interesting and eng·aging in her 
husband, purified, by the chas­
tening power of religion, fro1n 
what she had so bitterly lament­
ed in the early days of the elder 
Charles. Yet the son ,vanted 
none of the vivacity or gaiety 
of his father; but he was as well 
pleased to display these quali-
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ties in the company of his mo­
ther and sister, and Lady Sey­
mor, or his revered tutor, as in 
the midst of the gayest society. 
Indeed, he seemed to require 
no other relaxation after study 
than their company and the 
enjoyment of the beauties of 
the surrounding scenery. And 
,vhether visiting the ancient 
haunts of his boyish days, or 
exploring new scenes of beauty 
and 1nagnificence, amid rocks, 
whose eminences brought into 
view far distant lands, and din­
gles, deep and sombre, where 
surrounding ,voods of seemingly 
inaccessible height shut out 
every prospect of surrounding 
habitations, he received an ever­
varying delight. His pencil 
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here was often called into em­
ployment: at other times he 
would read ; and in his more 
serious moments he was often 
led from the contemplation of 
created things to the beneficent 
Creator, and would view in these 
sweet streams of creating love 
to man the Fountain of Love 
itself. 

It was no,v that Charles be­
gan to feel a new anxiety to 
learn what were those sources 
of aflliction in his 1nother~s life, 
to which Lady Seymor had so 
often alluded, and why she ,vas 
reduced to circumstances very 
different, as he was now aware, 
from those in ·which she had 
been born. Before he left home a 
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he ventured to impart to Lady 
Seymor his desires on this head, 
and .she complied with them ; 
for she conceived that the time 
,vas no,v arrived when he might 
derive benefit from the experi­
ence of his father. 

It was a painful task to Lady 
Seymor to relate the melancholy 
tale, and equally affecting to 
the aunt and nephew; but the 
latter part of the little history 
was s,veet and soothing, and 
Charles ,vas strangely touched 
by the recital of his mother's 
faithful attachment to the me­
mory of his father, evidenced by 
resigning all those comforts 
of life to which she had been 
accustomed from the cradle, 
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for the sake of discharging his 
debts and rescuing his nan1e 
from ignominy. 

The 1nind of Charles was too 
deeply impressed by this inte­
resting recital to allo,v him in 
any 1neasure to express what he 
felt to Lady Seymor; and the 
impression accompanied hirn 
when he took leave of his 
friends and entered upon a col­
lege life, and he ,vas spurred on 
ane-w to make those exertions 
which obtained for him the ho­
nours of diligence and perseve­
rance, while, at the same tin1e, 
he laboured to retain those prin­
ciples of simple and sincere 
Christianity, which, without os­
tentation, preser\'ed hi1n from 
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the conta1nination of a wicked 
,vorld. On every occasion he 
strove to express his increasing 
reverence and attaclunent for 
his honoured parent, and their 
meetings were increasingly de­
lightful. 

Charles's destination was the 
law, the profession which his 
father had once designed to 
follo,v; and at length the period 
arrived ·when he was to leave the 
University, and to fix his resi­
dence in London. The interval 
between his leaving· Oxford and 
entering on his new studies was 
to be spent in his endeared do­
mestic circle. It ,vas summer, 
a season when his home was 
particularly delightful. Lady 
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Seyn1or was not in the neigh­
bourhood when he arrived at his 
mother's cottage, but immedi­
ately upon her return home he 
hastened to call upon her. 

In the course of their first 
conversation, he told her, though 
with some little confusion, that, 
during his residence at colleg·e, 
he had been able to save, out 
of the allowance which she had 
liberally made hiin, a hundred 
pounds, which sum he was 
anxious to lay out in some way 
that ,vould be useful to his 
mother, and he begged her ad­
vice as to the most suitable ,vay 

of doing so. 

She seemed much touched by 
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this proof of steady and perse­
vering regard to his n1other; 
and as his allowance was not, 
in fact, large, she was convinced 
that he must have practised 
much self-denial in order to ef­
fect his purpose. She did not, 
however, express all this to him, 
but told hin1 that she would 
consider of the best means of 
forwarding his wishes. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A FEW days after the conver­
sation related in our last chap­
ter, Lady Seymor sent for 
Charles again; when she told 
him, after a short preamble, 
that she had been so much 
gratified by the instance he had 
lately given of his steady regard 
to his mother, that she thought 
she might venture to treat him 
with complete openness, and lay 
before him all her plans. '' I 
have, " proceeded she, " always 
designed to do s01nething for 
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yourself and your sister, which 
might enable you to live in that 
station to which you were born; 
but I have w-ished to do this 
in such a ,vay as might quicken 
you to exertion, and not foster 
you in habits of indolence. You 
have been educated in hardship, 
and, I trust, have both imbibed 
those principles ,vhich ·will be 
a g·uide to you throughout your 
future life. But much remains 
to be done especially by your­
self: you must be persevering 
and laborious in the prosecution 
of your studies, and then I trust 
you will be able to repay your 
mother for so1ne of those tem­
poral sacrifices at least which she 
has made for you. Her anxiety 
to make you true Christians can 
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indeed only be repaid by her 
seeing· your consistent course of 
life; but you may restore her 
to the possession of those earth­
ly comforts which she has so 
nobly resigned. It is to you, 
Charles, that I look for the ac­
complishment of this my favou­
rite hope. But as time must 
elapse before it will be in your 
power to do any thing of this 
kind, I give you, meanwl1ile, 
five thousand pounds, the in­
terest of which must support you 
in the situation upon which you 
are no-w about to enter. It is 
my intention to bestow the same 
sum of 1noney upon your sister 
at her marriage. 

Charles looked with earnest-
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ness at his aunt while she 
spoke; but when some reply, 
expressive of his gratitude, might 
have been expected, he spoke 
not, but sunk into deep silence, 
and seeined wholly lost in pro­
found thought. 

Lady Seyn1or had ceased 
speaking, and looked at hin1 
,vith surprise and curiosity, as 
if she would have read his in-
1nost thoughts. How long this 
silence would have lasted on tl1e 
part of Charles is uncertain, had 
not his aunt by some slight 
1novement recalled him to hin1-
self-,vhen suddenly awakening, 
as from a deep slmnber, he 
turned to Lady Seymor, and 
taking her hand in his usual 

N 
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affectionate and respectful n1an­
ner, " ,vhat n1ust you think of 
1ne, my dear Madam? what must 
you think of my long silence? 
-and yet I feel, indeed I do, 
and n1ore strongly than I can 
express, the full force of thif~ 
fresh act of kindness to your 
unworthy Charles." 

"I suppose," said Lady Sey­
mor, " that your mind was en­
gaged in something else which 
interested you still more than 
wl1at I said to you. Tell me 
upon what subject your thoughts 
were employed, and I will par­
don you." 

After a short pause, and with 
a blush on his countenance, 
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Charles replied, " When you 
na1ned, my dear aunt, the sum 
of five thousand pounds, it oc­
curred to me, that possibly such 
a sum might redeen1 my mother's 
estate for her imn1ediate use, 
provided that a bond, or so1ne­
thing of that sort, ,vere given 
by 1ne, to secure the payment 
of what ,vould still re1nain un­
paid at the ti1ne when the estate 
should come into my possession. 
You know, I a1n now of age, 
and could 1nake such a bond : 
,vhether it would be available 
I cannot tell-for I am not yet 

a lawyer." 

" And upon what ,vould you 
propose to subsist yourself du 
ring the ren1aining period of 
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your education?" asked Lady 
Seymor, assu1n1ng a serious 
n1anner. 

" I would be dependent upon 
nJy mother," answered Charle~. 

"You are a noble boy," ex­
claimed Lady Seymor, in the 
,varmth of her feeling·s, and put­
ting a,vay her serious counte­
nance. 

" Then I n1ay trust I have not 
offended you, 1ny dear aunt," 
said Charles, stooping forwards, 
and taking· her hand again; '' I 
was ahnost afraid I had." 

" No, 1ny child," replied Lady 
Sevmoi\ " how can I be offend-.. 
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e<l by any proof of your dutiful 
attachment to your mother? I 
know you 1nean all that is right 
towards n1e at the saine time, 
but whether your plan is prac­
ticable I cannot tell: ho-wever, 
I ,,ill talk to my steward upon 
the subject." 

The steward was consulted, 
an<l a plan " -as devised by which 
Lady Seymor's intended gift of 
five thousand pounds to Charles 
was appropriated to the purpose 
he had proposed, and the imn1e­
diate possession of her paternal 
estate was secured to Sophia. 
'The debt not yet discharged ,vas 
hereafter to Le paid by Charles, 
which his aunt judiciously con­
sidered would be a spur to in-
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d us try in his profession. The 
payment of interest was under­
taken by Lady Seymor; and, 
probably, she afforded securities 
and other assistances in the ac­
co1nplishment of the plan, the 
particulars of ,vhich it concerns 
us not now to enter into. The 
house was at that ti1ne untenant­
ed, and, within three months, 
all negociations might be com­
pleted-all preparations might 
be made for the restoration of 
Sophia to her native place. 

,vhen the possibility of this 
arrang·ement being so speedily 
made was imparted to Charles, 
it is impossible to describe the 
joy and thankfulness which he 
expressed on the occasion It 
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was decided that nothing should 
be named to Sophia at present, 
and if every arrangement should 
be co1npleted within the three 
1nonths, her beloved Charles was 
to be the restorer of his dear 
mother to her home: for he had 
no,v that period before hiin to 
re1nain among his friends. Ame­
lia alone ,vas to be entrusted 
with the secret, as her assistance 
in various little plans would he 
very valuable. The gentle, 
faithful, and lovely An1elia, in 
whom the mother bloon1ed 
anew, could not but share with 
all her heart in every plan for­
n1ed for the happiness of that 
parent. 

How this plan, so d('lightful 
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to Lady Seyrnor an<l the two 
children of Sophia, was put into 
execution, we shall shortly see, 
at least in its 1nost interesting 
particulars. In its prosecution, 
Charles visited his cousin Fre­
derick, who was then at his 
father's country-seat, 111ore than 
once, and now he found abun­
dant use for his hundred pounds, 
in making n1any little improve­
n1ents within and without his 
mother's house. 

Lord and Lady L-- entered 
with a wann interest into 
Charles's plans, and insisted 
upon bearing a considerable 
part in the furnishing of the 
place, and the gardener ,vas or­
dered, at his Lord's expence, to 
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put the little shrubbery, flower­
garden, and kitchen-garden, in 
neat and convenient order. 
Charles was anxious to spur on 
these preparations; and every 
thing needful was completed 
by the ti1ne the necessary ar­
rangen1ents which the stew­
ard had undertaken ,vere con-

cluded. 

The three months had now 
nearly passed away, when 
Charles returned from the 1nan­
sion of Lord L~--, and brought 
with hi1n a pressing invitation 
fro1n Lord and Lady L-- to 
Sophia and Amelia, to pay the111 
a visit. The little party ·were 
assembled at Lady Seymor\; 
when Charles delivered his mes-
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sag·e: Sophia had received fre­
quent invitations of this kind, 
and had invariably declined 
them; she proposed to do the 
sa1ne on the present occasion: 
for she felt a repugnance, na­
tural enough indeed, to revi­
sit the scenes of former trials 
and fonner happiness; and ha­
ving lived long in solitude, 
she felt little disposed to leave 
it. 

"I do not think," said Lady 
Seymor, upon hearing her ex­
press her intention, " that I shall 
allo,v you to decline this invi­
tation quite so easily as you have 
done on former occasions. I 
ain going to see n1y nephe,v 
myself, and I should have great 
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µleaRure in taking yourself and 
Charles and A1nelia ,vith me at 
the same tin1e." 

Sophia thanked her aunt for 
her kind offer, but did not look 
disposed to accept it. 

"Besides," said Lady Seymor, 
" this great girl, almost eighteen, 
ought to see something 1nore 
of her fello-w-creatures, and of 
her native country, than the foot 
of Snowdon will afford. Should 
you not enjoy such a scheme, 
Amelia?~, 

The countenance of Amelia 
expressed a degree of ardour 
on the occasion which surprised 
Sophia. 
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"Do, my dear 1nother," said 
Charles, " oblige us by accom­
panying my aunt and n1yself." 

"Are you going to visit your 
uncle again?" said Sophia, son1e­
what anxiously. 

" Not to leave you, my dear 
1nother: but you would really 
much oblige us by accepting this 
invitation of Lady L--: it was 
very kindly sent." 

Sophia was always reasonable, 
and al \vays ready to sacrifice 
her own inclinations to those of 
others: perceiving therefore the 
,vishes of her children and La­
dy Sey1nor, she gently said, 
that she would consider of 
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the plan, and the subject was 
dropped. 

,vhen alone, she prayed ear­
nestly for direction, for she felt 
it would be a severe trial to re­
·visit her native country as a 
stranger; and she feared intro­
ducing her daughter to a new 
style of society. Yet, on the 
other hand, she doubted whether 
she was acting a right part to­
,vards her by secluding her from 
all intercourse with her rela­
tions, to whom, at some period 
of her life, she must be intro­
duced ,vithout her mother's 
watchful eye over her. 

'rhe next morning she had 
made the sacrifice of her own 
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feelings, and she acquainted 
Lady Seymor with her intention 
to acquiesce in her proposal. 
This information gave universal 
satisfaction, and the beginning 
of the following week was fixed 
for the journey. 
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CI-IAPTER XII. 

-
As Sophia dre,v to-wards her 
native place, many sad and very 
painful ren1embrances crowded 
upon her mind, and it was in 
vain that she endeavoured to 
conceal fro1n the friends who 
accompanied her, or those who 
received her, the extreme agita­
tion of her spirits. 

Lady Sey1nor permitted three 
or four days to elapse after her 
arrival at Lord L--'s seat 
without pressing forwards the ob-
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ject for which the present jour­
ney was undertaken. During 
this tin1e Sophia had leisure to 
discover that Lord L--'s fa­
rnily was not, as in former days, 
the scene of temptation. Lord 
and Lady L-- were in out­
,vard appearance considerably 
older than Sophia; they ,vere 
both rather invalids : necessity, 
if not principle, had soberized 
their habits; and their spirits, 
from extraordinary elevation. 
,vere depressed to habitual :flat­
ness. Even Sophia, tried as she 
had been in the school of adver­
sity, usually possessed far more 
cheerfulness and viYacity. Re­
ligion is often found to produce 
that elasticity of mind which 
is generally considered as pecu-
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liar to young people, and which 
long intercourse with the dissi­
pated or anxious part of the 
world almost invariably removes. 

The chief society at the hall 
,vas composed of elderly females, 
and a few gentle1nen, of quiet 
habits, ·who ,vere occasional in­
mates in the family, and dinner­
parties consisting of the families 
of the 1nost respectable country 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 

Lord L,--, more prudent for 
his son than he had been for 
himself, and probably having 
tasted so1newhat largely of the 
dangers of gambling, had care­
fully banished fron1 his fa1nily 
every species of high play. 
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i Frederick, if he possessed not , I all the g·ood qualities of his 
cousin, was, at least, correct in 
his habits, and gentlemanly in 
his manners. He had acquired 
a taste for reading and quiet 
ernployments, very salutary in 
his station of life; and he n1ight, 
upon the whole, be called a 
pro1n1s1ng and well-disposP.d 
young man. It was evident 
that he had received much be­
nefit fro1n his intercourse '" ith 
Charles, and was still much 
influenced by hi1n. 

Sophia perceived all these 
circumstances with thankfulness, 
and gTadually recovered her 
usual state of spirit. Lady Sey­
n1or was no sooner aware of the 
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return of her usual composure, 
than she requested her, ,vith 
Amelia, to accompany her, one 
morning, in a drive in her car­
riage; and after a short airing in 
the grounds of Lord L--, the 
coachman, as previously direct­
ed, crossed the bridge in a 
neighbouring village, and pre­
sently brought the little party 
ahnost within view of Sophia's 
ancient abode. Sophia ,vas 
aware of the circumstance, and 
seemed much agitated. " As 
we are got thus far," said Lady 
Sey1nor, "would you indulge 
Amelia with a still nearer -view 
of a spot in which she feels 
strongly interested, and of which 
n1emory has nothing to tell 
her?" 
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Sophja ·was wishing, yet dread­

ing, to obtain, at least, one tran­

sient view of the beloved place; 

and when Lady Seymor n1ade 

the request, she gave an abrupt 

consent. 

In a few n1inutes the carriage 

drove into the lawn-the ,vell­

known lawn-and stopped be­

fore the neat verandah, into 

,vhich the hall-door opened. 

Lady Seymor supported Sophia 

as she descended from the car­

riage, and An1elia took her other 

hand. " I cannot go into the 

house among strangers," said 

Sophia, all agitation. 

'' There are no stran °·ers in b 

the house," answered Lady Sey-
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1nor; " it is at present untenant­
ed: but we will walk about a 
little first." So saying, she led 
her upon the smooth velvet turf 
surrounding the house, scattered 
here and there with underwood 
of flo,vering shrubs and beds of 
mignionette, and other flowers 
of lovely perfume. Amidst a 
thicket of these sweets ,vas an 
ancient seat, formed of the 
crooked branches of trees ; and 
here Lady Seymor placed her 
weeping and trein bling com pa• . 

. n1on. 

Amelia had procured a glass 
of water for her mother; and 
when she ·was somewhat reco­
vered, Lady Seyrnor ventured to 
point out to Amelia the prospect 
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seen from the spot where they 
were sitting, and which was 
commanded also by one front of 
the house. It was the Severn, 
rolling beneath an amphitheatre 
of wood, and was a similar view, 
only seen higher up the hill, to 
that ,vhich Sophia's favourite 
meadow commanded. The fa­
vourite meadow and the bower 
of sycamore itself ,vere in view. 
Sophia looked up too, as well as 
Amelia; but her eyes were in­
stantaneously dimmed with tears, 
and a fresh burst of sorrow fol­
lowed. She sunk back upon 
her seat; her father, her mother, 
her husband,-all were present­
ed so strongly before her by 
memory far too faithful at that 
moment, that she was for a time 
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quite overco1ne. At length her 
habitual feelings of piety bade 
her ren1ember that all these dear 
persons ,vere now in glory, that 
ever since the davs of her own ., 

infancy, loving-kindness and 
mercy had follo,ved her, and 
that too amidst the keenest trials 
·which she had been called to 
encounter, whether in the life or 
death of her beloved friends. 
Her composure gradually re­
turned, and relieved too by the 
abundant tears she had shed, 
she was enabled in a little while 
to look up and g·ive her hand to 
each of the two dear persons 
who sat beside her, anxiously 
,vatcbing her, yet fearing to 
intrude officiously upon her 
feelings. She smiled ainidst her 
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tears, saying·, " I have still caur;e 
for nothing but gratitude." 

At that mo1nent the win<low 
of the drawing-room, which de­
scended by one step upon the 
soft turf, not far from the spot 
where they ,vere sitting, sudden­
ly opened, and Charles appear­
ed coining towards them. He 
addressed his n1other with as 
much co1nposure as he could 
assu1ne, and said, that he "·as 
glad to find that she had had 
resolution to accompany Lady 
Sey1nor and his sister, and 
g·ently invited her to come into 
the house. She seemed desirous 
to shrink fron1 nothing, and 
Charles supported her into the 
drawing-room, where he seated 

a 
t 

j 
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her on a sofa. After a little 
pause, he entered into indiffer­
ent conversation ,vith his aunt 
and Amelia respecting the pie­
hires which "rere hung in the 
room: then turning·, perhaps too 
abruptly, to his mother, he 
asked her how she liked the 
taste of the furniture. 

"\Vith all the calmness she 
could assu1ne, she looked around 
her, and said the room ,vas ele­
gantly fitted up, and she sup­
posed it ,vas prepared for a te­
nant of a superior kind. 

"Yes,'~ said Charles, haS'tily, 
taking her hand with an ardour 
he could not repress, " it is pre­
pared for you.'' 

p 
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" For me! " said Sophia, look­
ing almost wildly at hi111. 

'' And your son, your Charles, 
gives it you," said Lady Sey11101·, 
,vith equal warmth. 

"0, do not jest with 1ne," re­
plied Sophia; " I cannot bear 
it now." 

" It is all reality, it is no 
jest," answered Lady Sey-
111or. 

Sophia had been for - s01ne 
time exerting· herself to the ut­
most, and she sunk under this 
last demand upon her feelings. 
In extreme agitation she fell 
back on the sofa. 
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"We have been too hasty," 
said Lady Seymor to Charles 
and An1elia; "leave your mo­
ther to 111e for a little ·while: as 
soon as she is calm I will send 
for you." 

\Vhen the young people had 
withdrawn, Lady Seymor sat by 
Sophia for son1e time in perfect 
silence, till once again she re­
gained sufficient composure to 
intreat an explanation of what 
had passed. Lady Seymor then 
gently gave her the ,vhole ac­
count of her nephew's beha­
viour on that day ,vhen she had 
ma<le hi1n the offer of an inde­
pendence: how anxious he had 
been to relinquish that indepen­
dence for his mother's sake, 
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pleasing· himself with the idea of 
looking to her for his future 
supplies. She then related the 
particulars of the plans which 
had since been gradually put 
into execution. Thus, by de­
grees, Sophia was convinced 
that she had in reality become 
possessed again of her inheri­
tance, and in a way too, which 
afforded far more gTatification 
to her feelings than she could 
have derived from the mere cir­
cumstance itself. 

As soon as the relation ,vas 
concluded, she begged to see 
her beloved boy. Charles and 
his sister were called into the 
room: when the n1other, in a 
transport of maternal feeling-, 
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fell upon his neck and tenderly 
embraced him; then lifting up 
her eyes towards l1eaven, she 
fervently thanked God for giving 
her such a son. 

As Lady Seymor beheld the 
affecting spectacle, she turned 
to Charles : " Receive now, my 
boy," said she, " the reward of 
all your self-denial at school and 
at college. Do you now repent 
the sacrifices you then made 
for your mother's sake?" 

Charles, in the greatest ag·ita­
tion, had seated his mother again 
upon the sofa, and placed him­
self beside her, and she, quite 
overpowered, had sunk on his 
shoulder. 

p 3 



174 SOPHIA. 

"0, n1y dear niece," conti­
nued Lady Seymor, placing her­
self on the other side of her, 
" and you are now receiving the 
reward of all your labours of 
love for your husband and chil­
dren." 

"0, Lady Seymor," exclaim­
ed Sophia, raising up her head, 
" give no praise to me; to God 
be all the glory. Paul may 
plant, and Apollos ·water, but 
it is God that giveth the in­
crease." 

The pious feelings of Lady 
Seymor and Charles echoed back 
these words of Sophia, and, in 
this mon1ent of universal joy, 
the most delightful feeling in 
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every boson1, was an nnspeak .. 
able sense of the g·oodness of 
God, ,vhich had, in so remark­
able a n1anner, follo,ved this 
little family; so that the lan­
guag·e of every heart was that of 
the psalmist, Praise the Lord, 
0 my soul, and all that is within 
'me praise llis holy N arne. Praise 
tile Lord, 0 my soul, and f01:'5·et 
,wt all !tis benefits; who forgivetk 
all thy sin, and healetli all thine 
infirmities; who savetli thy life 

ji·om destruction, and crownet/1, 
thee wit!t rnercy and loving-kind­
ness. 

This scene, almost too inte­
resting for the ,veak feelings of 
human nature, was at length 
interrupted by the unwelcome 
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intrusion of Lady Sey1nor's ser­

vant, who came to inform her 

of the lateness of the hour. 

And in closing the history of 

this affecting period, "'e mig·ht 

at the san1e ti1ne close that of 

Sophia, having seen her restored, 

by the virtues of the son, to the 

co1nforts and enjoyments of 

,vhich she had been deprived by 

the vfres of the father: but ,ve 

cannot entirely take our leave, 

till we have briefly mentioned 

a fe,v particulars relative to the 

various personag·es spoken of in 

this little narrative. 

e 
I 

C 
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CONCLUSION. 

IN a few months Sophia and 
her beloved daughter were set­
tled in their native place. The 
Llessing of the neighbourhood, 
which loved and honoured the 
n1emory of Mr. Falconer, rested 
upon them; and they, in their 
turn, became indeed a blessing 
to the neighbourhood. It was 
ever the study of Sophia, to 
testify her gTatitude to the 
Author of all good, for the 
countless mercies she had re­
ceived, and especially as mani-
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fested in the late interesting 
manner of her restoration to her 
native place, by devoting a large 
portion of her ti1ne and income 
to the spiritual and temporal 
good of her neig·hbours as she 
had opportunity for so doing. 

After the establishment of her 
son in London, whose wants we 
may rest assured were tenderly 
and liberally supplied by his 
1nother, she occasionally spent 
son1e part of her time in his 
i1nmediate neighbourhood. His 
vacations ,vere al ways spent in 
the country with her; and, du­
Ting the sumn1er, they invariably 
visited Lady Sey1nor, whose 
parental kindness and adoption, 
as it were, of the family, was 

n 
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never to be forg·otten. As she 
gradually declined in health, and 
the infinnities of age gre,v upon 
her, their attentions towards her 
"·ere increased ; and for some 
1nonths previous to her death 
Sophia never left her. Ripe in 
years, and full of faith and hope, 
she expired in the arms of So­
phia. Her warmth of feeling 
never forsook her to the last, 
and her death might he called 
triumphant. She left behind 
her the legacy she had promised 
to An1elia, and to Charles she 
left a sufficient su1n completely 
to en1ancipate hin1 fron1 any in­
cu1nbrances which he n1ight still 
have on his pr0perty. Her 
estate ,vent into another fa1nily 
after her death ; but Sophia and 



] 80 SOPHIA. 

her children frequently visited, 
,vith feelings of tender affection 
and gTatitude, that beautiful and 
beloved part of Snowdonia 
where her mansion stood. Her 
residence in Lady Seymor's cot­
tage Sophia al ways spoke of 
as a circu1nstance which, with 
the divine blessing, had been 
peculiarly beneficial to her chil­
dren, at a ti1ne of life ·when the 
influence of the world is so 
much to be dreaded for the un­
formed mind of tender infancy 
and early youth. 

Sophia had the satisfaction of 
seeing both her children mar­
ried in every respect suitably 
to her wishes; and we may be 
sure that in the formation of 

C 
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these connexions the king·dom 
of heaven and its righteousness 
were the first things she had 111 . 
YieW. 

Amelia was settled in her 
immediate neighbourhood; but 
Charles for some years carried 
on his profession in London. 

Sophia spent a considerable 
part of her time with her chil­
dren and grandchildren, son1e 
portion of it was given to 11er 
neighbours, and the remainder 
,vas passed in solitude. Long 
hahit, and her peculiarly serious 
and conten1plative character, 
rendered solitude at all times 
very delightful to her: and as 
she advanced in life, and lived 

Q 
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daily n1ore an<l more ,vith hea­
ven in view, that retire1ne11t 
which afforded much opportu­
nity for comnu1nion with God 
and the exerci~e of faith, and 
penitence, and lively hope, be­
came hourly n1ore sweet to her. 
She did not live to a very ad­
vanced age ; the sorrows and 
trials of early life had consider­
ahly affected her constitution : 
but her latter days were easy, 
and she gently drew to the close 
of life; an<l in the sweetest ~tate 
of calm reliance on a Saviour'::; 
1nerits, she died a1nidst the tears 
and tender attentions of her 
children. 

Soon after her death, her son 
settled entirely on his country n 
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estate, where he long preserved 
a u11iforn1, consistent, an<l manly 
walk, in the duties of a Chris­
tian and a gentleman, a hus­
uand, a father, and a brother; 
and his influence over the young 
Lord L~-, which, as they ad­
vanced in life was far fron1 di­
minishing, was considered not 
only as a private blessing· to 
that nobleman, but as a means 
of 1nuch benefit to the neig·h­
bou rlwod. And thus, as 111uch 
as in hi1n lay, the young·er 
Charles was the means of coun­
teracting· the sad effects of his 
father's errors: while the history 
of both, as well as that of So­
phia, testify in a striking n1an­
ner, that the end of the ungodly 
h,, they shall Le rooted out at 
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the last ; but t!te salvation oJ' 
tlte righteous cmneth o.f the Lord; 
who is also tlleir strengtlt in tlte 
time of trouble. 

L. 

J. -x \I t:i<h-r, l'rinu,rs, lb.rtli;1Jou11,w Clu~c, Loudon. 
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