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FORMS OF PRIDE, 

MR. LESLIE was engaged in extensive 
business in London, but was possessed of a 
pleasant villa within a few miles of the City, 
where he spent his hours of leisure with his 
wife and family, consisting of five children. 

In his marriage he had Leen particularly 
happy, for 1\Irs. Leslie had the same genuine, 
humble piety which gave the value to his 
own character; while her other mental en­
dowments and accomplishments .fitted her to 
conduct the education of her children. 

The eldest of these was just turned seven­
teen, and had been lately placed in the family 
of a private tutor, to prepare him for the 
University, when this excellent mother was 
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suddenly removed from her duties by a very 

short illne~s. She had, however, a sufficient 

warning of her danger to take her le~ve of 

her family, to give each of her children a 

particular charge, and to leave with her hus­

band some requests respecting their future 

plans: having completed which, she thought 

only of preparations for her long journey-­

preparations, however, which were not then 

to be first remembered. 

After the death of 1\lrs. Leslie, a period of 

many weeks, if not 0f months, elapsed before 

her husband was sufficiently composed to 

give any thing like fixed attention to the fa­

mily arrangements. In these he wished to 

follow, as far as possible, the last requests of 

his wife; for he knew that she had given full 

consideration to what would best advance the 

real good of her children. 

In the west end of the town there was an 

establishment for young ladies, which was 

conducted by a l\Iiss Seabright, a lady \,horn 

l\frs. Leslie had highly valued and respected; 

and, a5 expence was no object to l\Ir. Le!ilie, 

she. had rcquesttd that her three daugh tcrs 
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rnigh t be in trusted to the care of Miss Sea­
bright till they had respectively attained the 
age of eighteen. In this establishment, there­
fore, the three young ladies were placed with­
in the first half- year after their mother's 
death. 

The names of these young people were 
I-hrriet, Letitia, and Selina; and, at the 
time of their going to school, Harriet was 
:fifteen, Selina twelve, and Letitia was be­
tween the two in age. There was much very 
promising in the characters of the sisters, yet 
they still needed considerable correction and 
improvement. Their respective defects bad 
been well known to their mother; and, <lur­
ing her hours of health, she had diligently 
watched over them, and affectionately pointed 
them out on her death-bed to each of her 
daughters. 

i\Ir. Leslie's youngest child was a boy, 
named Arthur. It was designed that he 
should remain at school till he was fourteen, 
when he was to 
counting-house. 
the most deeply 

A 3 

be taken into his father's 
George (the eldest) wa;; 
affected by his mother's 
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death, and he manifested in his whole beha­
viour how abiding a remembrance he retained 
of her invaluable instructions. A younger 
sister of l\Ir. Leslie's, who was at present un­
married, tl)ok charge of her brother's house 
till his eldest daughter should be of an age 
to take her place. 

We pass over the first year and half which 
immediately followed Mrs. Leslie's death, and 
hasten to the midsummer holidays, which 
collected all the young people together, after 
the young ladies had been a year at school. 

l\li~s Leslie, who had been some time en­
gaged to be married, and yet was u11willing 
to leave her brother alone, was agreeably 
surp1ised, on the present occasion, to observe 
how much her nieces were grown and im­
proved; and she really thought the eldest so 
womanly and steady in her whole behaviour 
and appearance, that she seemed in her eyes 
quite equal, not only to the managing of her 
father's family, but to the superintendancc of 
her sisters' education; and she accordingly 
communicated her ideas on this subject to 
her brother; and, not being a person of much 
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experience or forethought, she made this com­

munication in the presence of her nieces. 

The consequence was what might naturally 

be expected: the young ladies caught eagerly 

at the new iJea; l\lr. Leslie was himself 

pleased with the scheme; and though he 

bad some doubts of its propriety, yet, as it 
was his sister's suggestion, and he had an 

high opinion of her judgment in most re­

spects, he hoped that he should not be erring 

materially in pursuing this agreeable plan; 

and, after some little dPliberation, it was de­

termined to remove his daughters from school 

at Christmas. 

When this arrangement was first commu­

nicated to George, he looked surprised, and 

probably his countenance expressed some 

disapprobation; but, before he could speak, 

if, indeed, he intended to do so, Letitia, who 

sat by his side, laid her hands on his lips, 

saying to him, " Don't speak, you prudent 

creature." 

As soon as the sisters were alone with 

George, they all collected round him, beg­

ging and entreating him not to say any thing 
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against their coming home at Christmas.­
" Why do you think I should?" answered 
George; "do you doubt whether it is a wise 
thing?'' 

" It cannot be silly if my aunt recommends 
it, and papa allows of it," said Harriet. 

"Papa does not know--" Here George 
paused. 

" What silly girls we are," said Letitia. 
"I suppose that was what you meant to say 1 
But let me tell you, brother George, that 
every body, even Mrs. Seabright, calls Harriet 
steady, and poor dear mamma used to say 
that she was steady." 

" Yet mamma particularly wished," re­
plied George, " that you 5hould each of you 
stay at school till you were eighteen." 

" But you will not be so ill-natured," re­
turned Selina, " as to say any thing to papa 
against our coming home?" 

" Why need you call me ill-natured, my 
beloved Selina?" replied George; "have I 
said any thing to papa?" 

" But you loohd as if you meant to do 
it," said Letitia. 
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" I looked," said George, " as if I meant 
to speak my mind plainlg to you, my beloved 
sisters: but I certainly shall not give my 
opinion lo papa, unless he asks for it." 

"Now, brother George," returned Letitia, 
" as ynu mean to speak your opinion to us, 
pray tell me why do you object so much to 
our being set al liberty, when yon are going 
yourself, next October, to be emancipated 
from all discipline?" 

" In the first place," answered George, 
" going to College is not being emancipated 
from all discipline. I should be sorry at my 
age to be set free from all restraint, and you 
are still younger than I am; and therefore I 
cannot help thinking that this emancipation, 
which you talk of, will do you no good." 

" But," said Letitia," Selina and I are to be 
governed by Harriet, and she will be seventeen 
in February; and she is as steady as the old 
gentleman with the scythe and the hour-glass." 

" Her task will not be a very easy one of 
governing you," replied George, laughing, 
" if you continue to love your own opinion 
35 much a~ usual." 

r 
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"0, I am cured of that," said Letitia; 
"I never contratlict any body now." 

" Except at the mitlsummer holidays," re­
plied George. 

"Indeed," said Letitia, " Harriet 1s quite 
as fond of having her own way as I am." 

"And I must have it," answered Harriet, 
"if I am to govern the family and you tou." 

"0, when it is once a settled, established 
thing, that Harriet is to govern us,''said Letitia, 
"you will see how submissive we shall be. 
But, you know, now there is no reason for our 
giving up in every thing." 

" We shall come to no conclusion at this 
rate," said George; "and, after all, I can do 
nothing but advise you." 

" Well, give us your advice, brother," said 
Selina. 

" I have given it already, and think the 
wisest thing you can do, will be to follow 
dear mamma's plan for you. You know it 
is what papa approves, if you would not 
tease him out of it." 

"But it was my aunt's plan first," said 
Harriet. 
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" My aunt is very kind to us," said George; 
" but rhe cannot have had the experience of 
our dear mother; she cannot have studied 
our characters, nor considered what is for 
our real good, as she did. Surely, then, my 
dear sisters, the wisest thing we can do is to 
follow her last counsels to us as far as it 1s in 
our power to do so: depend upon it we shall 
never repent doing this." 

' 

George added more on this subject which 
ccmmanded the attention of his sisters: they 
loved and venerated their mother's name, and 
when he had concluded what he had to say, . 
they were quite convinced that it was all very 
true and very right, and they had almost re­
solved to request their papa to kePp them at 
school a little longer; at least they promised 
to give the subject full consideration. And 
such, indeed, was the result of their sober 
consideration, that, had not their aunt greatly 
favoured th~s new arrangement, they would 
willingly have relinquished it. 

But Miss Leslie's plan had been already 
communicated to some of her friends, who 
would not hear of its being changed; and, as 

r \ 



12 FOR~IS OF PH.IDE j on., 

she conceived there was no alternative but 
that her brother's family must be managed 
by herself or her nieces, she was not at all 
disposed to hear of any further changes; and 
replied to Harriet, \\ hen she repeated to her 
some of her brother's conversation on the 
subject, "What should George know of what 
is proper for you? 1 should think I am as 
good a judge of what is suitable for my nieces 
~s an overgrown school-boy. And pray does 
he think I am to keep your papa's house to 
the end of the chapter? I l,n·e my brother 
very much, a11d would do any thing in the 
world to serve him; but, really, livi11g in this 
country place by myself, so much as he is 
out, would 11ut suit my taste for ever." 

The next time the sisters were alone, Har­
riet said to Letitia, "Really I do not sec 
what more we can do with respect to follow­
ing George's advice; my aunt wants to leave 
papa, and she really wishes us to come 
back." 

"0, it is l\lr. Mil ward that has brought 
all this about," said Letitia; "he bas put it 
into my aunt's head. The last time he was 
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here I heard him tell her that you were as 
tall, and looked as steady as herself." 

"That you might eas ily do," remarked 
Selina. 

"0, for shame!" said Letitia, iaughing. 
"But why," said Selina, " could not l\Ir. 

l\lilward marry my aunt, and my grand­
rnamma keep my papa's house?" 

" Do you think it likely,'' replied Harriet, 
" that my grandmamma, who leads so quiet a 
life among woods and hills, would come and 
Jive so near London, in this large, busy family?'' 

"But my aunt calls it very dull," re­
marked Selina. 

" But think of the difference of their 
habits," rejoined Harriet. 

" Do not say any thing about grandmam­
ma's keeping house for papa," said Letitia, 
" before George, or he will bring it about." 

"And why should he not bring it about?" 
asked Harriet. 

" Because then, of course," replied Letitia, 
" we shall stay at school: I know grand ma m­
ma will approve of that plan; she and dear 
mamma always agreed about every thing." 

:B 
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" Dear mamma," said Selina, "always 
attended to her opinion, as we did to mam­
ma's, though she was grown up." 

"Are we attending to dear mamma's opi­
nion now?'' said Harriet, with a sigh. 

"We have tried to do it," answered Le­
titia; " but you know mamma could not 
foresee all the circumstances that have hap­
pened lately." 

A long silence followed; and before the 
conversation was resumed, Miss Leslie came 
into the room. 

It is to· be feared that the sisters did not 
consult their brother George any further; 
nor did they remember to ask advice of him 
who could have guided them aright; but 
they followed, without a check, the devices 
and desires of their own hearts. 

George was faithful in giving his opinion 
to his sisters still more plainly; but, sup­
ported by l\1iss Leslie, they held his counsel 
very cheap • 

.Mr. Leslie knew very little of the characters 
of his children, though the most affectionate 
of fathers: he was occupied with his ow n 
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business, and had been accustomed wholly to 
rely on his wife. He failed not to give good 
advice and instruction to his children; but it 
never occurred to him, that, to educate chil­
dren well, we must use our eyes and ears dili­
gently: not a look, or a whisper, will escape 
a vigilant parent. He was, therefore, as may 
be supposed, quite ignorant of the peculiar 
faults of his children, and, consequently, had 
only general notions of the dangers to be 
guarded against on their account. He knew 
that his sister was not particularly serious; 
but he considered her, generally, as judicious, 
because she had a good deal to say for herself. 
He considered, (what is often very true,) 
that it is difficult for the wisest parents to lay 
down plans for their children when they are 
gone, and, therefore, he the more readily 
acquiesced in his sister's agreeable proposal; 
in compliance with which, upon his daugh­
ters' return to school after the midsummer 
holidays, he gave notice for their removal at 
Christmas. 

The particulars of this new arrangement 
were not known to l\liss Seabright; she con-
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eluded that the young ladies were to be 
placed under the care of a governess. But 
this was no concern of hers, except as feeling 
a very strong interest in the welfare of lier 
three pupils. 

As the time drew on for their leaving 
school, she increased, if possible, her assidu­
ous care respecting them; and, on the evenillg 
preceding the <lay of their departure, she 
took them into her own room, where she gave 
them her parting advice almost with the 
affoction of a mother. It was now that, for 
the first time, she learned what were their 
father's plaus respecting them: upon hear­
ing of which she expressed the greatest 
surprise. " And are you really, my dear 
girls," said she, " to be left entirely to 
your own management? I am afraid for 
you. " 

" Every body," replied Letitia, " com­
mends Harriet for her steadines!,." 

"She is steady, my dear, for her age," 
replied Miss Seal>right: " but to govern you 
and Selina, much experieuce and command 
of temper will be wanted.'1 
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" Have you found us unmanageable, my 
dear Madam?" asked Letitia. 

"Far from it, in general," answered Miss 
Seabright; " but you look upon me as stand­
ing in the place of your dear departed mo­
ther. Shall you have that feeling to­
wards your sister, who has been always 
your playfellow, and who is so very little 
older than yourselves?" 

"If it is right to do so," answered Letitia. 
"Certainly,'' said l\liss Seabright," if Pro­

vidence places us in any particular situation, 
we may look up for his assistance; and if 
this is really the cP.se with respect to your 
present change, you may certainly depend 
upon his help, provided you humbly ask for 
it. But you will not do this unless you feel 
your wants and weakness: I shall therefore 
repeat to you a few plain truths." 

" We shall be much obliged to you for 
doing so," said Harriet. 

"And I shall say nothing to you that is 
altogPther new," observed l\liss Seabright: 
"you know, I have always tried to follow 
your dear mother's plan by teaching you to 

B 3 
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become acquainted with yourselves. My 
dear girls, you are all of you proud, though 
you shew your pr ide in different ways." 

"But do we not strive against our pride?'' 

asked Letitia. 
"Yes, sometimes you do, and successfully 

too; but not in the degree I could wish.­
There is not that abiding sense of your wants 
which leads you to be continually waiting on 
your Saviour for assistance/' 

The young people were silent. 
" I hardly think you know yoursehes, my 

dears, at least, as I could wish you should; 
and therefore, as it may be the last time that 

I shall ever have of talking freely with you, 
I shall once more tell you plainly what I 
think all your faults are, and the dangers to 

which Lhey will expose you. I have gene­

rally preferred doing this by conversing with 
each of you separately; but, on this occa­
sion, I think I may be more useful in speak~ 
ing to you all together; and you know, my 
dear children," (and, as she spoke, she looked 
affectionately at each,) '' you know 1 do rhis 
in love and faithfulness to you.'' 
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Letitia looked up at l\Iiss Seabright with 
a sweet expression of countenance, saying, 
" We know you do, near Madam." The 
other sisters each kissed a hand of Miss Sea­
bright. 

After a minute's pause, she thus proceed­
ed :-" Pride, as I have said before, is the 
ruling fault of you all; though it betrays 
itself in forms so very different, that your 
characters, to strange1s, appear quite unlike 
each other; but I believe the exaltation of 
self will be found to be the spring uf all of 
your faults, and the cultivation of love and 
humility the great remedy. 

'' In you, Harriet, pride shews itself in a 
dictatorial spirit. You are fund of govern­
ing and managing, and giving your order~, 
and too impatient of disappointments, or any 
opposition to your will. You will find it 
very difficult, I will s3y you will find it im­
possible, to govern with patience and mod<.'­
ration, unless you luok up for a strength 
superior to your own. 

"Letitia's temper is of a very different 
nalure : it is often g<'ntlc, kind, and com-
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plying. Her pride is not gratified by exer­
cising authority; she is not tyrannical; but 
it shews itself iu vanity or a high opinion of 
her own talents. She is impatient of contra­
diction, not to her commands, but to her opi­
rnon. She cannot admit herself to have made 
a mistake, to have erred in ber judgment. 
Hence arise perpetual disputes with her 

equals, and often with her superiors. Hence 
arise pertinacity and self-defence. Hence 
arises a love of that society where she is ne­
ver contradicted. Ancl Letitia will often 
more readily listen to the advice of an infe­
rior, of whose judgment she has no jealousy, 
than she will listen to the advice of an equal 
or a superior. Will Letitia find no difficulty 
in always submitting to a sister but little 
more experienced than herself?" 

As Miss Seabright spoke, the colour rose 
in Letitia's cheeks, and an answer seemed 
ready to proceed from her lips; but it was 
checked. 

" Selina," proceeded Miss Seabright, "is 
not particularly fond of governing; she is 

not particularly vain; but she i! haughty 
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and reserved; she is keenly sensible of any 

slight or affront; uot quick to sympathize 

with the feelings of others, but wrapt up too 

much in her own. Selina wauts that charity 

which endureth all things, hopeth all things, 

believeth all things. Is Selina fitted cheer­

fully and pleasantly to submit herself to the 

tempers of her sisters, to make the best of 

little difficulties, to bear and forbear, to laugh 

with them that laugh, and weep with them 

that weep r Selina may be a steady and 

faithful friend; she may be patient and self­

denying in affliction: but if she is not sym­

pathizing, if she is not condescending, tender, 

and forgiving, she is not fit for domestic so­

ciety under circumstances of particular diffi­

culty. 
" l\ly dear children, have I pointed out 

any thing more than your own dear mamma 

and your own consciences have already told 

you?" 
" l\lamma has often told us all this," said 

Harriet. 
" And our own consciences too, a l i l tle," 

said Letitia. 
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" You think, then, dear Madam," said Se­
lina, " that we ought to stay at school?­
that is what George has often told us," 

"But we would not listen to him," said 
Letitia. 

'' I did not interJd to recommend any such 
thing," answered Miss Seabright; " but I 
should recommend, that, if your papa wishes 
for your society at home, you should be 
placed under the care of a governess who 
will watch over you. You certainly, my 
dear children, are too young to govern your­
selves." 

"Will you tell my aunt so," said Harriet, 
" when she fetches us to-morrow?" 

'' If I have a good opportunity of doing 
so, I certainly will," said Miss Seabright. 
" But you will have many better opportuni­
ties of suggesting this to your papa; and I 
am sure he loves you so much, that he will 
do any thing for your real good. And now, 
my dear girls, do not think me unkind fnr 
any thing I have said." 

"We know it is all for our good," said 
Letitia. 
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"And whatever fa ults you may have," 
proceeded Miss Seabright, "they are not too 
hard for Omnipotence. Only be convinced 
of them; ask for <livine assistance persever­
ingly; and they will fall before you as Go­
liath fell before David.'' 

Miss Seabright finished her conversation 
with the young people by joining in prayer 
with them. She then tencerly kissed them, 
and they parted for the night. 

The next morning, Miss Leslie came for 
them: but she was in such haste, aud had 
herself so much to say during the very short 
time she stayed, that it was quite impossible 
for Miss Seabright to introduce her own opi­
nions. The young people took leave of Miss 
Seabright with many tears. 

During the Christmas holidays, nothing 
very particular happened. George was at 
home, and his influence was always beneficial 
over his sisters. He was continuaJly remind­
ing them of something his mother had said; 
and whenever her name was brought up in 
confirmation of any thing he recommenderl, 
he was sure to prevail. Nor were they yet 



24 FORl\1S OF PRIDE; OR, 

exposed to all the difficulties that were to be 

encountered in their new situation; for as 

long as l\liss Leslie was in the family, her 

authority, of course, was absolute, ancl there 

was no room for contention or dispute among 

the young people. 
Two or three days before the conclusion 

of the Christmas holidays, George said to his 

sisters, "I heard my father say that he meant 

to invite my grandmother to spe11d the mid­

summer holidays with us. I ve1y much wish 

him to do it on many accounts; but I do 

not like to press it without speaking first to 

you, because I think I heard one of you say 

that you did not wish her to come." 

"0, that was me," said Letitia: "I remem­

ber saying so once; but it was last holidays, 

I think, and my reason was because I was 

afraid she would prevent our leaving school." 

"But you have no objection now?" 

"No,'' said Letitia, '' not now, because 

we are come home, a11cl I think she will find 

us all going on so well at midsummer, that 

she will not be disposed to propo~e any 

changes." 
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" And if yon should not be going on well," 
answered George, smiling, " you will have 
no objection to changes being made?" 

'' 0, but we shall be going on well," said 
Harriet. 

" Don't begin to croak, George," cried 
Letitia. 

"I was not croaking," said George. "Then 
you do not object to my grandmother spend­
ing the holidays with us?" 

" No, certainly," answered Letitia: "and 
it was only for that one reason that we did 
object, for we all dearly love grandmamma." 

The very day that George returned to Ox­
ford, l\!iss Leslie took Harriet into her own 
room, and told her, as a very great secret, 
that she was to be married at Easter; an<l 
that, in the mean time, she would take great 
pains with her, to fit her to undertake the 
care of the house. 

While this conversation was passing, Selina 
came up stairs, into her aunt's room, to a::.k 
her a question; but Miss Leslie, who was 
impatient of the interruption, and who was 
at that time describing to Harriet some new 

C 
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dresses she meant to purchase for the wed­

ding, bade Selina go down in a very hasty 

manner, saying to her, "Your sister and I 
are engaged; I cannot speak to you." 

Selina went down staiis to Letitia, who 

was sitting at work in her bed•chamber, and, 
not recollecting that a servant was in the 

room putting some clothes in the drawer, 

she said to her sister, " What do you think, 

Letitia? my aunt and Harriet are talking 

secrets ; I wonder what they are about ! " 
" 0, Harriet will tell us when she comes 

down/' 

Harriet soon afterwards did come down, but 
she had received peremptory orders from Miss 

Leslie not to betray her secret. As soon as 

she appeared, both her sisters laid down their 

work, exclaiming, "Now, Harriet, now, sis­

ter, do tell us the secret. What was my aunt 

telling you just now?" 
Harriet made no reply of any kind to her 

sisters' questions. Tbe maid was still in the 

room. This young woman, who was lately 

come into the family, and who was prin­

cipally employed in waiting 011 the ya 1.rng 
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ladies, possessed a very large share of curi­

osity: she was neat and pretty, and had very 

obliging manners, and could, therefore, make 

herself very agreeable to her young mistresses. 

Her name was Myra, and though she might 

not be called bad principle<l, she certainly 

had no very good principles. On the present 

occasion, she was aware that l\liss Harriet 

was restrained from speaking by her pre5ence; 

and, as she guessed the nature of the secret, 

and thought there was auother source of in­

formation from whence she herself might gain 

the knowledge she wanted, namely, 1\1Iiss 

Leslie's maid, she took an opportunity of 
leaving the room as soon as possible; when 

Harriet immediately saiJ to her sister," How 

can you be so very thoughtless, to speak as 

you do before Myra! Did you not knovv 

that she was in the room? and when servants 

know there is a secret, they will soon find it out." 

'' Well, she is gone now/' said Letitia; "so 

you may tell us." 

"No, I sha'n't tell you," replied Harriet, 

" for I promised that I would not.'' 

"We won't tell," said Letitia. 
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"I will not trust you," replie<l Harriet, 
sharply. 

Letitia coloured. 
" 0, if you will not trust us," said Selina, 

" we do not want to hear." 
"Nay, I would tell you if I could,'' re­

joined Harrif't; "so you needed not have 
!ipoken so sharply, Seli11a." 

Nothing more was said about the secret at 
that time; but the same day, a little' before 
dinner, Letitia and Selina were together in 
their room, looking at their aunt and eldest 
!lister walking arm-in-arm in the garden, 
when l\lyra came into the room to ask ~omc 
question about her work; which being 
settled, she stood for a minute, by the side 
of her mistresses, looking out of the window; 
and then, simpering, she said, " I suprose, 
.l\liss Letitia, ) ou heard the secret." 

"No, I did not, indeed; Harriet would 
not tell us," answered Letitia. 

" Then I can tell it you," said Myra. 
"Can you?" said. Letitia, hastily turning 

from the window towards her : "do tell it us, 
l\lyra." 
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"Can you keep it, Ma'am?" said l\lyra, 
s miling. 

" 0, yes, I can keep a secret very well," 
answered Letitia.: '' do tell it, Myra." 

'' Will l\Iiss Selina keep it?" said the maid. 

"1 sha'n't tell it," answered Selina, still 

looking out of the window, without any 

expression of interest in what the maid said. 

'' And yon won't let .Miss Harriet know, 

for fear she should tell Miss Leslie? and 

then-" 
" Come, don't be so teasing, Myra," said 

Letitia: "I won't tell any body; so let us 

have it out." 

"Then it is that Miss Leslie's to be mar , 

ried at Easter." 
This piece of information was followed by 

a multitude of questions from Letitia, and 

a great deal of frivolous information from 

l\lyra, which was not interrupted till Harriet 

came into the room to dress for dinner. 

From this trifling occurrence of the morn­

ing, there sprang up, gradually, a division 

which had never before existed between the 

sisters. 

C 3 
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Harriet became more and more the com­
panion of her aunt, and the confidant of her 
secrets. She saw parts of her letters, and 
was consulted about her dresses. Ar.d in 
like manner there sprang up, between Letitia 
and Selina, nnt an increase of sisterly love, 
but that species of intimacy, so common 
among school-girls, which, as it is generally 
built upon some feelings of party spirit, con­
tains within itself the seeds of its own dc­
!>tructirm, 

In addition to this, Letitia gave a large 
portion of her confidence to l\Iyra, who, on 
her part, finding Miss Letitia by far the most 
accessible of the three young ladies, had a 
thousand tales of petty scandal to communi­
cate to her-tales which were calculated nei-' 
ther to exalt her sen ti men ts nor purify her mind. 

Thus were seeds of evil and division spring­
ing up among the sisters, of which they, heed­
less and inexperienced, and, alas! too f0rget­
ful of the source of true wisdom, were entirely 
unaware. Their father was too little with 
them to see these things, antl their aunt had 
not ryes to Ji~cern them. 
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Thus the time passed away till Easter; a 
few days before which time, Letitia and Se­
lina \Vere unavoidably made acquainted with 
the important secret. The wedding was to 

take place in Easter week. The young ladies 
were all to attend their aunt to church, and 
Mr. Leslie was to act the part of a father. Af­
ter the ceremony, she and Mr. Mil warrl were 
immediately to set out upon a journey to visit 
l\Ir. Mil ward's friends; but they promised to 
return to London to spend part of the mid­
summer holidays with the assembled family. 
George was not to be present at the wedding, 
as he was to spend the Easter vacation with 
his grandmother in Herefordshire. He was 
urged to this visit from a desire to persuade 
his grandmother to accept his father's invita­
tion, she having declined it from motives of 
dislike to so long a journe_y. 

Thti three sisters were each provided with 
a dress of white lutestring, and an elegant hat 
corresponding to it. With these dresses, and 
other arrangements and preparations for the 
wedding, they were much occupied, and not a 
little pleased: and Myra was very busy also) 
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and related many anecdotes to Letitia of bri 
dal dresses and bridal schemes; and described 

to her how young and how handsome such 

and such ladies were when they were so hap­
py a:, to become tlieir own mistresses. 

Miss Leslie did not take leave of her nieces 

without giving them some prudent counsel, 

though it differed much from the advice be­

stowed upon them by Miss Seabright; and 

at the church-door she took an affectionate 

leave of them. The remainder of the wed­

<ling-da y was spent by Mr. Leslie's family in 
visiting Richmond, a place which the young 

people had never seen. 

The following morning, as soon as break­

fast was over, Harriet took her sisters into 

the room where they slept. " We are now, 

my dear sisters, left entirely to ourselves, and 

it becomes us to consider we11 how we are to 

spend our time. We will meet in the little 

drawing-room, and talk over our plaus. But 
first I will go and speak to the housekeeper, 

for there is much to arrange with her; and I 
wish you would direct l\Iyra to put away 

our gala-dresses, while you arrange our work, 
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and our books, and our drawings, which were 
thrown here out of the little drawing-10om; 
for, you know, the whole house has been in 
hurry and confusion all the last week." 

"Very well, sister," replied Letitia, in a 
listless voice. 

Harriet left the room all activity and bus­
tle. As soon as she was gone, Letitia and 
Selina began their respective tasks; while 
1\Iyra folded up the white dresses, which had 
been thrown hastily into a drawer. While 
this employment was going on, Letitia, cast­
ing her eyes on Selina's white hat, exclaimed, 
" I think there was some mistake about our 
hats; I am sure that yours, Selina, would fit 
me better than my own: I shall just try it 
on." So saying, she sat down before tlie 
looking-glass, trying on her sister's hat. 

Upon this occasion, Myra, walking up to 
the looking-glass, remarked, " Indeed, l\1i~s 
Letitia, you do look very well in that hat; 
only you want your hair more dressed, unless 
you were to wear l\Iiss Harriet's small wreath 
under ) our hat." 

ii Do just reach it me," said Letitia. 
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"Does it not look well?" said l\1yrn, 
turning to Selina. 

"I do not know," answered Selina, coldly. 
" Ami pray what will Harriet say, if she 
comes in and finds you, Letitia, trying her 
wreath on, instead of putting your things in 
order?" 

'' 0, it is l\liss Leslie now," said Myra; 
"it is not Miss Harriet. All the servants call 
her 1\Iiss Leslie. She is our mistress now." 

'' Our mistress!" repeated Letitia. Letitia 
procreded to try on several other small 
bunches of flowers, so that, in the course of 
half-an-hour, which elapsed in this manner 
insensibly, (while l\Iyra stood by giving her 
opinion,) the disorder of the room was rather 
increased than diminished, and Selina, hav­
ing done somewhat of her task, had sat down 
to a book. 

In the midst of all this, Harriet's nimble 
step was heard; and, opening the door, ancl 
seeing bow Letitia and Myra were engaged, 
she gave vent to her feelings in language 
which she would by no means have allowed 
to proceed from her lips, had hr.r min<l been 
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under J uc regulation; and she proceeded im­
mediately, with great rapidity of motion, and 
various appearances of impetuosity, to per­
form the business which Letitia had neglect­
ed; while her sisters afforded their assistance 
not very graciously, and Myra returned to 
her business. 

At length, the young ladies repaired to the 
little drawing-room, where for some rime there 
was little said; Harriet manifesting her ill­
temper in extreme industry, Letitia hers in 
listlessness, Selina in perfect apathy. Har­
riet was the first to break silence. Her mind 
having regained a little composure, :,he began 
to lay down to her sisters a plan she had 
formed for their regular employment. The 
plan was not bad; l>ut it wa:; too complicat­
ed, and did not make sufficient allowance for 
the interruptions of circumstances, which is 
the general case with the schemes of young 
people : and she then proceeded, in somewhat 
too lordly a way, lo express her desires that 
i t should be implicitly followed by her sisters. 

"Very well, sister," returnrcl Selina, sul ­
len] y. 
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'' I shall be very glad to comply with 
your wishes," said Letitia, afrer some minutes' 
consideration; "but really, Harriet, in many 
respects your plan appears to me impracti­
cable. For instance: when we are seldom 
in bed before eleven, it is impossible to rise 
at six." 

'' You might be in bed soon after ten," 
said Harriet; " but you keep l\lyra so long 
talking to you." 

"Not longer than I require her to curl 
my hair. And then it is impossible to prac­
tise so long as you wish. I had rather spend 
more time at drawing; I have much more 
taste for drawing than music." 

'' Am I or am I not to direct you?" said 
Harriet, in a raised tone. "Was it not upon 
conditiun of my doing so that you came 
home?" 

"Certainly," said Letitia, "you are to di­
rect us; but, so near as I am to you in age, 
I might be allowed to give an opinion some­
ti mes." 

" And have you any thing else to sRy ?" 
a~kecl Harriet. 
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"I tliink," answered Letitia, "that )OU 

ought to allow us more Lime for exercise." 
"Nay," returned Harriet, "as to that, I 

allow you quite as much time as my aunt. 
did.'' 

" And l\I_yra says," replied Letitia, '' that 
my aunt treated us quite like scl10ol•girls: 
she says she never knew young ladies so con­
fined as we were." 

".i\lyra is Letitia's orac1e," said Selina, 
hughing; "if she was to say black was 
\', hite, Letitia would believe her. She dare 
not contradict her." 

'' And yet she is always contradicting her 
eldest sister," said Harriet, bur~ting passion• 
ati·ly into tears. 

Letitia lookt<l up, and, seeing her sister 
werping, the tears siood in her own eye", 
for she had \'Cry tender affections, and she 
longed to throw her arms round her neck; 
but pride, wicked pride, restrai11rd her. 

Frum this account of the mannt'r in which 
the isters commenced their new plans, lt 

may easily be guessed how they were carried 
on, and in what ~talc ~he tempers and habits 

D 
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of the young ladies were found when June 
arrived. 

Early in this month they received a letter 
from their aunt, to inform them that she 
intended to spend a fortnight with them in 
the beginning of July; and shortly after­
wards l\lr. Leslie received a letter from his 
mother-in-law, l\lrs. Neale, in which she ex­
pressed her design to accept his kind invi­
tation, her grandson George having kindly 
offered to come down into Herefordshire • 
immediately upon the commencement of 
the vacation, and to accompany lier in her 
long journey to London. 

One evening, a few days before the ex­
pected arrival of George and his grand­
mother, Harriet called both her sisters into 
the little drawing-room, and after a !>hort 
pause she thus addressed them:-

" It is very long since we have had anv 
sisterly discourse together, and I almost frar 
that we shall never love each other again." 

"Not love each other again!" repeated 
Letitia, colouring; "how can you say so? 
have we ever ceased to love each other?" 
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"\Ve have behaved as if we had,'' said 
Harrirt; "and ever since my grand mamma's 
last letter arrived, I have been considering 
what appearance our present habits will 
make in her eyes." 

There was a profound silence for some time. 
"And you think then," interrupted Selina, 

" that she w i II ad vise my father to send us to 
school again?" 

" It is most probable that she will," an­
swered Harriet. 

" It is very true," said Letitia, " that we 
have treated each other unkindly, but it is 
not too late to amend our conduct; my 
grandmamma is not come yet. Can we not 
now be reconciled?" 

The milcl blue eyes of Letitia beamed with 
benevolence as 5hc looked up at both her 
::.isters, and, as if with one accord, thry rose 
and affectionately kissed eacb other. An en~ 
tire reconciliation :;eemed to have followed, 
and their sanguine, i nexpe, iencccl hearts be­
lieved that all evil was now at an end. 

"Well," said Selina, after a pausr, "and 
what further changes must we make?'' 



"Grandmamma," replied Harriet, 1' will 
expect to find us very industrious.'' 

"I will look up the Arabian Nights t,1~ 

morrow morning," said Selina; "and I will 
put my workbox in order, and I will fi11ish 
the cap which I began to work for grand­
rnamma last Christmas; I can finish it with 
industry in two days: and we will practi:.e 
our duets, Letitia; George is very fond of 
them; and he will not be pleased if we haVl' 
quite forgotten them." 

"All this will be very easily done," re, 
marh<l Letitia, "and we 11i1l put the books 
in order, and I will fini~h one or two of my 
drawings; George, I know, will be angry to 
see so many pieces begun a!1<l not finished.'' 

" One great difficulty will be with Myra,'' 
said Harriet; "you have made her so im~ 
pertinent and interfering." 

"0, tbat will be none," said Leti tia; "she 
will not be interfering before grandmamma 
and George; and, besides, I will talk to her, 

and represent to her the impropriety of her 
behav iour." 

'' You must be punctual at meals, dear 
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sisters," continued Harriet; "and you mu5t 
have a time for doing every thing, and espe­
cially we must not neglect to meet and read 
our Bible." 

" It will be very easy to regulate all that," 
said Letitia; " besides, yon know, we don't 
often miss reading our Bible tugether." 

"0 yes we do," interrupted Selina. 
"That is," said Letitia, " because Harriet 

is so often called away. First, there is the 
housekeeper to be talked to, then come our 
masters, then come morning visiters, then it 
is time to go a walking, then it is time to 
dress for dinner, and so on." 

"But, you know," answered Harriet," that, 
according to the plan I have laid down, we 
ought to read our Ilible before breakfast, and 
if we all get up when we are called, we have 
quite time for doing it: lyi:ig in bed awake 
i:; a very bad thing indeed." 

"\Ve will turn over a new leaf to-morrow," 
said Letitia, smiling. 

The next day arrived, and Letitia arose as 
('arly as her sister Harriet; but, nevertheless, 
l\Iyra wiled away the time with her long ta.ks; 

D 3 
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anJ, though Ilariiet haJ gone into Lbl: draw­
iug-room to look fur tbe Bible, and ha<l opened 
the instrument to accompany the Morning 
H) mn, Letitia wanted either courage or in­
clination to check the talkative !\1yra, and to 

tell her she was in haste to be gone, and the 
hour of breakfast arrived before Letitia joined 
her sisters in the drawing-room: so the Bible 
was not read that morni11g. Letitia was 
vexed with herself, and Harriet's temper 
much disconce1 ted. 

After breakfast Letitia produced her port­
folio of drawings, and laying them out upon 
the table, she consulted Ilarric:t as to which 
of the unfinished pieces she should begin 
upon. 

"There are several small pieces," said 
Harriet, "which want only a little touch­
ing up, and a few hour~ would suffice for the 
purpose: I would recommend you to finish 
those." 

" I feel disposed," replied Letitia, " to 
finish this gipsy-girl which I began la!:t week. 
l think the style of it would please George." 

" You cannO't finish it properly before he 
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comes," replied Harriet. · '' And then you 
have the duets to practise.'' 

'• It is Selina that is so imnerfcct in thos-e . 
duets," rfplied Letitia. 

"Come then, Selina," said Harriet, turning 
with some vexation from Letitia, "<lo la y 
aside that book, and sit down to practise 
your duets." 

"Presently," answered Selina. "I must 
just get my friend Sindbad out of that dread­
ful cavern where he is lying with his <lead 
wife, and then I will sit down to the instru­

ment: it would be quite cruel to leave him 
in such a condition.'' 

That day, little was done to aiiy purpose 
by the two younger sisters to prepare for their 
grandmamma's arrival; nor did the mind of 
the elder make any advances towards that 
state of composure and self-command which 

was likely to please her grandmamma. 
The next morning, as the sisters were sit­

ting round the breakfast-table, at an hour 
rather later than usual, some time after their 
father bad set out upon his daily visit to 

Town, the following discourse took place. 
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" So," said Harriet, " another day is gone, 
aud we are very little nearer to the reforma­
tion we proposed." 

"My painting is advanced considerably," 
replied Letitia." 

"But it will require several days yet to 
finish it, I am sure," said Harriet; " and we 
may see grandmamma to-morrow." 

"Impossible!" replied Letitia. "The 
vacation only began yesterday; and, suppo­
sing George reached grandmamma's lrnuse 
yesterday, he would at least stay one day 
before they set out on their journey; and the 
journey would at least take up two days. 
But, however, Harriet, I will be ruled by 
you to-day, and I will finish the little pieces, 
as _you advised me yesterday." 

" And you, Selina," proceeded Harriet, 
"do put up your book of talcs, anu practise 
your ducts." 

"I will," replied Selina. 
" What an hour it is to be at breakfast!" 

observed Harriet, after a moment's pause and 
looking at her watch. " Do let us make 
haste, my dear sisters, to go up stairs. Y~,ur 
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drawmgs, Letitia, are SCdltered all over the 

writing-table; and your music, Selina, is 

much in the same state. Had you both got 

up when you were called this morning, all 
this might have been arranged before break­

fast. Besides reading our chapter, I have 

myself put the books in order, as well as our 
work boxes." 

"Now, really," replied Letitia, "you ac­

cuse me 1rnjustly; for it was Selina who did 

not get up: I did rise as soon as 1 was called." 

"Then,'' said Harriet, "you lost your 
time in talking to that silly girl, Myra.'' 

"How prejudiced you are," rejoined Le­

titia, " against that unfortunate creature! 

It is impossible for Myra to do any thing to 

please you." 
"I may well dislike her," replied Harriet, 

"when I perceive the influence she possesses 

over you. Indeed, indeed," added she, vehe­

mently, "I see now my folly in undertaking 

to govern you, Letitia: George's words are 

indeed ver!fie<l." 

While llarriet was uttering these last word:; , 

in an impassioned tc,ne of voice, somewhat 
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louder than usual, Selina, who was s1ttrng 
opposite the door, suddenly rose, with a 
countenance expressive of surprise and plea~ 
sure. Harriet and Letitia turned round, and 
verceived that the door had been gently open­
ed, and ju3t wide enough to admit George's 
face, which was lighted up with joy as he 
peeped in upon his sisters. Harriet, mindful 
of what she had been just saying, coloured, 
and hung back for a moment; while Letitia 
rushed forwards with her mual expressions 
of sisterly affection. " But come," said 
George, after receiving the welcome of his 
sisters, "come and meet grandmamma." 

Mrs. Neale was already at the door of the 
dining-room. She tenderly embraced her 
granddaughters, and allowed them to lead 
her into the room, and place her in their 
papa's arm-chair; where they stood around 
her, while she contemplated them with ma­
ternal feelings, tracing in each some resem­
blances to her beloved doughter. They were 
much grown, and, as to outward appearance, 
impruved, since she had last seen them, a few 
weeks before their mothe1's deat.h. 
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Mrs. Neale, from a long widowhood, was 

fo habits of great retirement, which, with the 

dress of advanced years, had given the im­
pression of her being some years older than 

she really was. She was, in fact, in full vi­
gour, and retained considerable remains of 

former beauty. She had a tall and majestic 

figure, with an extremely intelligent and pe­

netrating eye, whose expression, whatever it 
might have been naturally, was now softened 
by that tenderness of feeling towards the in° 
firmities of others which will ever be felt by 
the true Christian who has through a long 

life labuured to know himself. 
Harriet soon invited her to partake of the 

refreshments that were in the room; upon 
which occasion, the eye of the old lady was for 
a moment fixed on the breakfast-table, evi­

dently forsaken prcmatmely, while she mildly 
declined her granddaughter's invitation. 

" We breakfasted two hours ago," said 

George, smiling, " befl>re you, my London 
sisters, had opened your t>yelids." 

" Do not condemn us all together," said 

Harriet, "turning _ hastily to George: '' it 
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was only Letitia that en.me <lcwn stairs so 

late.'' 
"Ancl Selina!" interrupted Letitia. 
" Only the ungo-cernablc Letitia," said 

George, in a whisper sufficiently loud to be 

heard by Harriet. 
The sisten coloured, but said nothing 

more. 
"And now, George, explain," said Letitia, 

"to what happy circumstance are we indebt­

ed for this early arrival." 
George then informed his sisters, that a 

neighbour of l\lrs. Neale being unexpectcclly 
obliged to take a journey to Oxford, she 

had given him a place in her carriage as her 
escort; and they had arrived in Oxford a 

few hours before the time when George would 
have set out into Hercford~hire; and, in con­

sequence, they had been enabled to proceed 

immediately to Town. 
This unexpected arrival introduced l\lrs • 

.1:Icale much earlier than would otherwise 
have been the case to an acquaintance with 
the habits of the young people; and before 
j.J rs. Mil ward' ' arrival she had gained a very 
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considerable knowledge of their characters, 
although she had hitherto ma<le her remarks 
in silence; nor was she indebted to George 
for the knowledge she acquired. 

This prudent and affectionate brother was 
well aware that his aunt's plans were far from 
advantageous to his sisters. He knew also 
that his father entered but little into the de­
tails 0f educatiou; and he very justly felt 
that the most esseutial service he could per­
form for his sisters was to draw the attention 
of his grandmother towards them. He loved 
and reverenced his grandmother because she 
had been loved and reverenced by his mo­
ther; and, in obeying her, he felt as if he 
were still obeying that beloved and departed 
parent. He had endeavoured to put his 
grandmother in possession of the present cir­
cumstances in which his sisters were placed, 
without any avoidable allusion to their faults. 
He thought too humbly of himself, and mis­
trusted his own judgment tco much, to dare to 
throw needless censure upon others; and he 
felt assured that the discriminating eye of his 
grandmother would soon discover whatever 

E 
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it was necessary for her to know. Mrs. 
Neale had also perceived the intimacy which 
subsisted between Letitia and l\Iyra; a know­
]edge which perhaps she would not have 
gained so !5peedily, had it not been for her 
own maid, who had lived with her forty 
years, had been the nurse of l\Irs. Leslie, and 
had gained the esteem of her mistress by her 
habitual piety, and faithful and well~tried 
services. This person had frequent oppor• 
tunities of hearing Myra speak of her young 
lady in language which proved that an un• 
suitable freedom subsisted between them, 
and she had communicated the circumstance 
to her mistress. 

At length the bride and bridegroom arrived 
at Mr. Leslie's house, and were heartily wel­
comed by the whole family, but most espe• 
cially by Harriet. 1\1 rs •. Mil ward's views 
were in most respects of a perfectly contrary 
nature to those of l\lrs. Neale, yet she by no 
means wanted acuteness! and she was now 
soon aware that habits of idleness and seJf. 
will had greatly increased in her two younger 
nieces. Nor were the complaints of Harriet 
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wanting to <;onfirm all these discoveries.­
Harriet was still her confidential companion; 
and her feelings of good-will towards her sis­
ters were not increased by her incessant prac­
tice of complaining of them, especially of Le­
titia, to her aunt. 

l\1rs. Mil ward now viewed things in a less 
prejudiced manner than she had formerly 
done, and she began to suspect that the plan 
she had recommended to her brother was not 
su very wise as she had once persuaded her­
self it was. She saw that Harriet was incom­
petent to the government of her sisters; and 
she took an early opportunity of giving her 
own opinion on this subject. 

Harriet, dreading to be sent to school, 
would now have recalled her complaints of 
her sisters; but Mrs. Milward assured her, 
that she meant to propose a plan to her papa 
which would by no means involve the necessity 
of sending her beloved Harriet to school. 

A few days after this conversation had 
passed between Harriet and l\lrs. Milward, 
as 1\Iyra was assisting at Letitia's toilet, she 
said to her, " I have got another secret for 

l 
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you, Miss Letitia: I guessed how it would 

be when your grandmamma came into Lhe 

house." 

" What secret have you got for me now?" 

said Letitia; " what secret can you· know 

about grandmamma ?" 
" Indeed I am very angry with her; slie 

has been setting on Mrs. l\Iil ward to ask 

my master to send you and Miss Selina to 

school." 

"And not Harriet?" said Letitia. 

" 0, no," said l\lyra; "l\1iss Harriet is 

such a favourite with Mrs. Milward that she 

will be sure to consult her pleasure, whatever 

may be done with you and .Miss Selina." 

" How did you know all this?" said Le­

titia. 

"Why, Mrs. Milward's maid picked it up 
from some discourse she heard between l\li~s 

Harriet and her mistress." 

" Between Harriet and my aunt?'' repeated 

Letitia. 

"Yes," said Myra, '' between l\lrs. l\lil­
ward and .l\I1ss Leslie." 

During this discourse Selina had been 
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reading very quietly; but she now laid down 
her book, asking Myra how the maid knew 
that her grandmamma was at the bottom of 
all this. 

"0, that is clear enough,'' replied Myra; 
" I knew it would be so when Mrs. Neale 
came into the house. I tried to get it out of 
l\Irs. Simpson; but she is so close, she will 
never answer my questions." 

" Bur," said Selina, "did the maid actually 
bear her mistress say that grandmamma wished 
Letitia and me to be sent to school?" 

'' She did not hear her say so in so many 
words, but she heard her mistress repeat l\lrs. 
Neale's name very often: besides she knew it 
was so." 

Selina tossed back her head contemptu­
ously and took up her book again, and spoke 
no more till the maid had left the room; 
upon which she laid down her book, address­
ing herself very gravely to her sister: "I can­
n0t help wondering, Letitia, that you sbould 
allow l\lyra to talk so absurdly to you. Do 
you uot perceive how much more impertinen t 
she becomes every day?'' 

E 3 
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" Pc, hap~, occa,ionally she may be so," 
answered Letitia; " but still she has a great 
many good quaii:ies, and I do not think that 
you and Harriet do her justice, and therefore 
I am the kinder to her, and I believe she is 
sincerely attached to me." 

"And she shews her attachment," returned 
Selina, " by setting you against all your fa­
mily." 

"I believe what she says is very true," said 
Letitia. 

"And I believe it is very false," answered 
Selina. 

''How?" said Letitia: "do you mean to 
say that l\Iyra says what is not true?" 

"I do not mean to say," answe1e<l Selina, 
" that she absolutely tells stories; but I 
believe that she rum away with half a story, 
and that she greatly misrepresents what she 
hears: for instance, I do not believe that my 
grandmamma has ever advised our aunt to 
send us to school." 

"I think it very probable," said Letitia, 
"for I am certain, from many little things 
which grancmamma has dropped, that she 
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is dissatisfied with our way of gning on, 

though she has never exactly said so; and, 

you know, 6he is so quick in her observation, 

that nothing escapes her which passes in her 

presence. 
,, 

" I am, however, quite ~ure,'' said Selina, 

"that grandmamma, whatever she may think, 

will never make a cat's paw of my aunt." 

"But I am not so sure," returned Letitia. 

"Btcanse evil communications have cor­

ruptetl your manners: you enter into all the 

smpicions of your favourite Myra, while you 
refuse to listen to the wisest suggestions from 

G H . " eorge or arnet. 
Selina, who had excellent plain good sense, 

had spoken the exact truth; but it was done 
with so little kindness and tenderness, and 

with such an air of pride and contempt, that 

it produced nothing but angry feelings in the 

bosom of Letitia, who was by no means in 

that wise and humble state which disposes 

us to receive instruction and reproof, in what­
ever form it may be conveyed. 

During several following days, Letitia felt 

alienated from both her sisters, her grand-
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rnamma, and George, and her ears were more 
than ever open to the vain discourse of 
l\lyra; Harriet was as much as possible with 
her aunt; \\ bile Selina was more than usual 
with her grandmamma and George. 

The fortnight which Mrs. Milward had pro­
mised to stay with her brother bad now nearly 
elapsed. Two evenings before her departure, 
she contrived to be alone after dinner with her 
brother and l\lrs. Neale; upon which occa­
sion she stated to them her views respecting 
the present state of her nieces, and the ne­
cessity of making some changes in their 
plans. " And I am anxious," she added, 
in conclusion, addressing herself to her bro­
ther, "to enter into all these particulars with 
you in the presence of Mrs. Neale, that you 
may have the advantage of her advice and 

. " experience. 
" I shall be very thankful for the advice of 

my respected mother-in-law," replied l\Ir. Les­
lie, "for of her skill in education," he added, 
with a sigh, "I have had the best experi­
ence; and yet, my dearest sister, as you ham 
been, in some measure, the cause of our 
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present difficulties, I must first have your 
opinion as to the remedy to be applied." 

"You must send the young ladies to school 
again," returned Mrs. l\lil ward; "at )east 
the two youngest; or you must have a gover­
ness in the house. Harriet, I must say, is 
industrious and active, and, considering her 
age and inexperience, manages your house 
extremely well: you must not send her to 
school. But the other two girls <lo absu­
lutt•ly nothing, or next to nothing. Can 
you, l\lrs. Neale, recommend any better 
plan?" 

As the eyes of Mrs. :Milward and l\lr. 
Leslie were both directed to 1\1 rs. Neale, as 
if waiting her reply, after some minutes' si­
lence she thus addressed them : "It is easy 
to perceive that some change is requisite in 
the plans of our dear girls, and perhaps not 
less in those of Harriet than of her sisters; 
but how to effect this change is the difficulty. 
Where entire liberty has been given, as in the 
present instance, it is not so easy to recall 
the gift, without producing a dangerous re­
vubion of feeling. We must, if pos~ible, in-
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duce our dear girls to surrender their liberty, 
rather than forcibly deprive them of it." 

" But, surely, my dear Madam, that is 
quite impos:.ible," replied l\Irs. l\Iilward: 
"girls of their age will not easily surrender 
liberty, when they have once tasted its sweets; 
unless, indeed, you can act upon their pride, 
for my nieces are all proud, though in diffe­
rent ways. I suppose," added she, laughing, 
" they inherit their pride from their aunt, for 
their father was always the humblest creature 
in the world." 

"I believe," answered .l\1rs. Neale, " we 
may trace this inheritance to a source much 
higher than the present generation." 

"But pray, my dear sister," said l\Ir. Les­
lie, "how would you make use of pride on 
the present occasion? For my part, I have 
al ways considered pride as a very dangerous 

. " engrne. 

"Nevertheless it is a very powerful one, 
and, as we arc now in a dilemma, we must 
do the best we can; and I would thus apply 
the remedy. Letitia is vain; she would like 
admiration· Seli1ia is haughty; she would 
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like to be looked up to. Impress strongly 
upon their mind that neither Qf these feelings 
can be gratified if they grow up in ignorance, 
and they wi11 voluntarily submit to the re~ 
straints that we desire." 

"And what, my dear Madam, shall we 

have gained?'' said Mrs. Neale. " We shall 
have purchased something, indeed, that is 
desirable, but by the increase of what we 

ought before all things to eradicate." 
" But can you suggest any thing betted" 

said Mrs. Milward. 

"Religion, my dear young friend," said 
.l\Irs. Neale, with a countenance enlightened 
with a heavenly lustre, "religion will accom­
plish far more than pride can do. I admit, 
with you, that pri<le is a powerful, a very 
powerful stimulus. Pride has slain its thou­
sands, but religion has slain its ten thou­
sands." 

"But what is the religion of sixteen years?" 
said Mrs. l\lilward. 

"It is as much, in its way, and I speak 
from experience, as the religion of sixty 
:years : it is as equal to meet the cl u tie-' and 
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difficulties of that age, as the religion of sixty 
is to meet the dutic'i of that period." 

"If so,'' said Mrs. l\Iilwanl, "a girl of 
sixteen is able to conduct herself without 
direction.'' 

" By no means," replied Mrs. Neale; "true 
religion is designed to teach a young person of 
sixteen submission to her superiors: obedi­
ence, not judgment, is the duty of that age/' 

"I must own," said :\Irs. l\lilward, "that 
I have no conception of such a way of 
governing a girl of sixteen." 

" I trust you will," said l\Irs. Neale, smil­
ing, " when y()u are blessed with a daughter 
of that age. It is a sight I have seen, and it 
is one I remember with daily thankfulness." 

Mrs. l\Iilward had been urged to take the 
present step, by the consciousness that her 
own advice had led her nieces into their pre­
sent difficulties; but her mind b{'ing drawn 
to her own concerns, she was very ready, 
having satisfied her conscience, to relinqui~h 
all charge respecting her nieces; and, there­
fore, seeing the interest 1\lrs. Neale took in 
their welfare, she determined to make no fur-
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ther opposition to her opinion, though she 

could by no means enter into her views: she 

therefore replied, "Well , my dear Madam, it 
would be presumption in me to oppose your 

better judgment; and I trust you will assist 

my brother better than I have done, i t seems, 

in forming his plans for these unru ly girls.'' 

So saying, she rose in haste; and, hearing 

her husband's steps on the staircase, she 

joined him, and they went out together into 

the shrubbery. 
Mrs. Neale and Mr. Leslie continued some 

little time together in profound silence, which 

was at last interrupted by Mr. Leslie. "I have 

little experience," sai<l he," in education; but 
I confess I had my fears that my sister's plan 
would not answer, and am by no means sur­

prised at its failure. The pleasure of being 

surround ed by my children induced me too 

easily to )ield my judgment to hers. I feel 
the clifficulties in which I am involved, and 

I can see but one remedy, and that is one 
which I hardly dare name to you." 

" What is it, my dear Sid " said l\Irs. 
Neale, wi th encouraging kindness. 

F 
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" That you, my dear .Madam, could take 
the supcrintendance of my daughters' edu­
cation; but I hardly dare form this into a 
request." 

Mrs. Neale remained long silent. " I see," 
replied she, at length, "so many difficulties in 
the way of what you would propose, from my 
long habits of retirement and quiet, and from 
the infirmities which I must expect to be daily 
growing upon me, that I feel unable to ac­
quiesce in your plan. I see also the difficul­
ties in which you are involved, and I must 
have time to consider of the best means of 
meeting them : I wish, also, to see more of 
my granddaughters. You talk of visiting 
Brighton: take your son with you, and, in 
the mean time, allow your daughters to re­
turn with me into Herefordshire; and, when 
they have spent a month with me, you shall 
come to fetch them; and, perhaps, I may by 
that time see the way more clearly respecting 
them." 

.Mr. Leslie entered into this plan with ex­
treme satisfaction: it was heard of with delight 
by the young people, who had never visited 
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lierefo1<lsliire since their very early days; 
and, as soon as Mr. and l\Irs. l\lilwan1 were 
gone, they began to prepare for their journey. 
George was, perhaps, most of all delighted 
with this plan. 

One day, as the young people were sitting 
round their grandmamma talking of their 
journey with great glee, l\Irs. Neale said to 
Letitia, "I have one request to make, and 
that is, that Myra may not accompany us." 

Letitia looked up, as much as to say, 
"Why not, grandmamma?'' 

" I \\ill give you my reasons for this re­
quest another time," said l\In. Neale. 

"And not now, grandmamma?" 
"No, not now, my dear; but I think I am 

quite sure that my dear child will see the 
reasonableness of my wishes, when I have 
had some conversation wiLh her upon the 

b
. ,, 

SU JCCt. 

l\lyra had greatly desired to take this jour­
ney, and depended upon Letitia to bring it 
about; and, when Letitia informed h~r of it, 
she was so excessively sulky, and gave hc1 
assi~tance in packing up her young ladies 

( 
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clothes with so ill a grace, that Letitia could 
not help feeling the painful consequences of 
an intimacy so unsuitable to both parties: 
nor did Myra refrain, on this occasion, from 
threatening to repeat some language which 

had dropped from Letitia, in an unguarded 
moment, respecting her aunt and sisters. 

At length the happy <lay arrived for the 
commencement of the journey, the pleasure 
of which was only interrupted to the young 
people by parting with their papa an<l bro­
thers, and, in Letitia's mind, by some appre­
hensions respecting l\Iyra. 

Mrs. Neale was three days on the jour­
ney, which gave the party time to see what 
was worthy of remark in the various places 
through which they pa~sed. Mrs. Neale had 
rea<l much; and, from the simple habit of ex­
ercising her memory, and observing what she 
saw, and from the habitual endeavour to ren­
der her common <liscourseagreeableand useful, 
she had, in the course of years, acquired those 
powt::rs of conversation which are usually at­
tributed to peculiar talents. Thus the young 
people found a charm in their granclmamma's 
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society, which they had seldom met with in 

that of other persons, and of which they had 

scarcely heen aware while at home, owing to 

the irregularity and hurry which had attended 

the usual disposition of their time. 

On the evening of Wednesday, they arrived 

a t their journey's end, in a pleasant village 

situated in one of the most retired parts of 

Herefordshire, on the bank of a river flowing 

through a narrow valley, bounded hy two 

woody hills. At the end of a village street 

stood the old and respectable mansion of 

l\Irs. Neale. It was within a garden walled 

around, approached by two antique massy 

gates. The garden was not laid out with 

particular taste; for its trim walk and ar­

bours brought to remembrance the scenes 

where Theron and Aspasio carried on their 

important and profitable discussions; but it 

was rendered extreme! y agreeable, uot only 

by its vast variety of flowers, but by the <le­

lightf ul shade of mulberry an<l walnut tre<:s. 

In front of a glass door, which opened into 

an old-fashioned hall, was a grass-plot, sur• 

rouncle<l by a border of holyoak s1 of ncry 
r 3 
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colour and tint which the rainbow presents. 
The garden opened behind the home upon 
field:, and orchards, inhabited by Mrs. Neale's 
cattle and old coach-horses; and beyond was 

one of the woody hills we have before men­
lioned. 

Mrs. Neale's establishment consi:,ttd of a 
footman and gardener, not much younger 
than l\Irs. Simpson, her maid; bt>sides a 

coachman and two female servants who had 
passed the meridian of life. A 11 these per­
sons, who had not accompanied l\lrs. Neale 
on her journey, received their mi~tress with 
great appearance of joy, and the whole village 
seemed to share in their satisfaction. 

l\lrs. Neale was occupied for two or three 
days in settling her~elf again at home, the 
leaving of which was to her a no very 
usual event. .Meanwhile, the young people 
found unceasing diversion in exploring the 
garden and immediate surrounding grounds. 
The pleasure of wandering about, unattended, 
was one they had seldom enjoyed before; and 
tea-time on Saturday arrived before they had 
formed any regular plan of spending their time. 
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As they were all sitting together at the 
tea-table, '' I am thankful," said l\lrs. Neale, 
" that I am entirely recovered from the 
fatigue of the journey, and feel once more 
perfectly settled at home; and shall now, I 
hope, my dear children, be able to devote 
myself more to you than I have yet done. 
I al ways love to spend Saturday evening with 
some view to the approaching day; and I 
think I shall not be spending this evening un­
suitably by introducing you, my dear chil­
dren, to some scenes which will remind you 
of your dear departed mother. When tea is 
over, you shall go with me up stairs.'' 

The young people heard this invitation 
with delight, and made haste to conclude 
their meal; when their grandmamma led 
them up the ancient oak staircase to a dre:-s• 
ing-room, which joine<l, on one side, to her 
bed-room, and into \,hich they had not yet 
been admitted. This room was wainscoted, 
except where several bookcases with glass 
covers were let into the wall. The furniture 
was old-fashioned, like that of the rooms be­
low, and the walls hullg round with pictures. 

I 
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Most of these were lan<lscapes, which Lct1ti " 
recognised as the work of her beloved mother. 
Mrs .• Neale led the young people to the win ­
dow, and bade them look at the river rolling 
beyond the little village street, its sparkling 
current peeping amidst the trees which hung 
over its sedgy banks; and beyond it, on the 
other side, towards a hill, gently ascenJing, 
where, amidst thickets of alders, cottages em­
bosomed in their orchards, or luxuriant bop­
yards, the haymakers were gathering the hay 
into large hillocks, for its more secure pre­
servation during the rest of the Sabbath. 

Having pointed out lhe beauties of this 
sceue, l\1rs. Neale sat down in her arm-chair 
by the window, and the young people gather­
ed themselves around her. '' In this room," 
said she, " were passe<l some of the happier 
part of your mother's early days. Here ::ihe 
received many of those instructions whicb, 
poor and feeble as they were, it pleased her 
heavenly Father so remarkably to bless; and 
I shall rejoice if in this place I may be permit­
ted to afford any benefit to her dear cbil<lren.'' 
Uere l\1rs. Neale lookeJ affectionately at her 
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children, and their expressive countenances 

shewed how much they were interested in 
what she said. 

" In this room," proceeded l\Irs. Neale, 

"I have enjoyed the utmost earthly happi­

ness-the society of my two dear children 

and their beloved father. I have survived 

all these beloved persons; but it is something 

like a revival of former happiness to be able 

to benefit you their representatives; and if I 
could see you, my dear children, moulded 

into any thing of your mother's sweet cha­

racter, what happiness would it afford me!" 

"Dear grandmamma," said Letitia," make 

us what mamma was at our age." 

"Your mamma was humble, gentle, affec­

tionate, obedient, industrious, and ~elf-deny-
. " mg. 

"And what are we?" interrupted Harriet. 

'' What are you?" repeated l\1rs. Neale: 

"my dear children, the first advice 1 would 

give to each of you is solemnly to ask your­

selves this question-What am I ?-and that 

will be the first step to your becoming what 

your dear mother was. And something else 
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we will abo du immediately. we will arrange 
a plan for spendrng our time; thougli ill this 
arrangement we will bear in mind that thi:s is 
a kind of holiday season, and that you a1e to 

spend a comiderable portion of that seasun in 
gaining health and strength among gardens, 
orchards, and meadows. \Ve will meet hem 
after breakfast, and we will read aud work 
till my old-fashioned dinner-hour. And after 
tea we will meet here agaiu, or else in my 
favourite arbour; ancl here we will talk of 
your dear mamma, 0r converse and read on 
ot~i<:r subjects that \\W be profitable to us." 

Afier some further discourse, l\Irs. Neale 
took her granddaughters into an adjoining 
light closet, where a small chintz betl faced 
a range of mahogany shelves, upon which 
\\Cre carefully preserved a great variety of 
JJlaytbings. "In this closet," said I\Irs. 
Neale, "my infant children used to play, 
while I was engaged in writing or reading. 
I coulcl here watch over tham without being 
<listurbed by their chil<.foh noise. But when 
my little Arthur died, his sister requested that 
her playtl1ings might be put away, and I 
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then provided her with a little bed near to 

myself, as she was long a mourner for her 

clear departed companion; and, by having her 
near to me, I could often afford her comfort.'; 

l\Irs. Neale then unlocked an Indian box, 
and took out two miniatures of children fast­

ened to pearl bracelets. One represented a 

little boy of four, with waving flaxen hair, 

blue eyes, and a countenance of extreme gen­

tleness and placidity; the other that of a 

little girl, in whose baby face and dark eyes 
shone the utmost animation and vivacity.­

These she put into the hands of her grand­

daughters, saying, "Such were the clear chil­
dren with whom my heavenly Father intrust­
ed me: one only for a while; the other lived 
long enough to sow those seeds in the hearts 
of her own children which I trust will bring 
a plentiful harvest.'' 

The young people earnestly bent over the 
little miniatures, and it was long before they 
could return them to their grandmother.­

" How old," said Harriet, after a long silence, 
61 was our uncle when he died?" 

" His death," said l\Irs. Neale1 u was at-
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trndrd with some interesting circumstances, 
which I will some day relate to you. He 
was within one fortnight of being ten at the 
time he died, and his sister was three years 
younger. Till the time of his death I had 
known little outward sorrow: but though 
my affliction was very bitter, I have had since 
that time much increase of spiritual joy: 
ancl my little darling was still a greater 
gainer; for he was a child of great piety, 
and rem~ukably devoted to his heavenly Fa­
ther. You, my dear children," proceeded 
.l\lrs. Neale, "are blessed with a brother 
whose life and example are of 11nspcakaLlc 
value to you; and this dear boy, by his death, 
was the instructor of his sister. Ilow much 
may brothers and sisters do for each other! 
I would that young people were more sensible 
of their responsibility in this respect." 

As .Mrs. Neale spoke, the sisters thought 
of George: remembering how they had slight­
C'd his advice, they felt ashamed. 

This interesting discourse was prolongeci 
till it was time for evening prayers; aft<'r 
which, the young people retired to bed in a 
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more calm ancl pleasant state of min<l than 
thry had enjoyed for some tim • 

The next morning, th,,_ r0se early, and 
took their Bibles into 1 •e garden, where, in 
some pleasant, shad• spot, they sat enjoying 
the sweet quiet of a Sunday morning. 

After breakfast, they accompanied tbeir 
grandmamma to a Sunday-school which she 
superintended; and from t.hence they were 

invited to church by the cheerful chime. 
After service, l\lrs. Neale stopped in the 
church-yard to accost many au old neigh­
bour whom she had not sec•n ~incc her return, 
and to none of these did ~he fail to intrnducc 
her blooming granddaughters. The rector 
and his wife looked at them "ith almost pa­
rental fet>1ing'-. The old gentlem,Ln pronounced 
his L!e ing upon them, pra) mg that they might 
tread in the sttps of their excellrnt muther. 

After dinner, they \\ent to church again; 
and, the evt•ning b~ing extremely fine, 1\lrs. 
Neale tool,. an early tea beneath the bade of 
a favourite mulbnry tH'<', "lrn:.e branches 
shelterc•d a cirrular nlot of ~horn orass, in the ' :::, 

midst uf which the tree grew, and surroun<l-
G 



i4 FORl\IS OF PRIDE; OR, 

ing this were trim beds of gaudy flowers, 
with the choicest pinks and carnations.­

Here they were delightfully regaled by the 
village bells, echoed back from the opposite 
banks of the river. After some time spent in 

profitable and interesting conversation, l\lrs. 
Neale returned into the home, where she 
read to the assembled family; and the day 
was closed as pleasantly as it began. 

A week passed away in calm and regular 
habits; during which the sisters were more 
happy in each other than they h.ad been for 
some time. But the reins had been too long 

laid on the neck of pride and self-will; l\lrs. 
Mil ward's injudicious management, and l\1y­
ra's improper interference, had produced too 
many injurious impressions to be all done 
away at once and without considerable effort, 
and of the evil they had produced the young 
people were not yet aware. 

During this week, they became more ac­
quainted w1th the beauties of the neighbour­
hood; to some of which Mrs. Simpson was 
allowed to introduce them in their afternoon 
walks, as Mrs. Neale did not like them to 
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walk far by themselves. One or two visits 

also passed between Mrs. Neale and the old 

rector and his family. 

The following Saturday, the evening being 

extremely calm and delightful, Mrs. Neale 

informed her granddaughters that she intend­

ed to <lrink tea under the shade of the favou­

rite mulberry tree; and that, afterwards, she 

would give them some account of the early 

life of her two dear children, and the death 

of her little boy. 

This plan was heard of with great delight 

by the young people; and accordingly, each 

sitting round their grandmother's arm-chair uf 

twisted oak, which was placed beneath the old 

mulberry tree, she thus addressed them:-

" l\ly little Arthur was a child of unusual 
thoughtfulness, even from his cradle; and 

though he did not engage the attention of 

strangers like bis little lovely sister, he was 

an extremely interesting companion; when 

almost an infant, he would place himself 

on a low stool at my feet, and ask me ques­

tions about his God and his Saviour, about 

heaven, and the crown of glory prepared for 
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all who love their Saviour. Ile was e}.tremc­
Jy' fond uf instructing his little giddy pla)fi:l­
low whenever he could persuade her to listen 
to him, and there never was a kinder brother. 
\Ve always endeavoured to impress upon his 
mind the great duty of being kind to his 
!'lister, and that he ought to shew his superior 
strength by proteciing her and administering 
to her happiness, uot b,; t) rannizing over her, 
and making her a slave, which is too often the 
case with brothers; who thus in their early 
days acquire habits which render tbcm in 
afcer life overbearing, self-indulgent, and 
dogmatical, and by this me::ans abo lose the 
influence which an affectionate elder brother 
will al ways possess over his sisters. 

" When our belllvecl Arthur was seven 
years old, he was 1ic11t cvc,ry day to our wor­
thy rector, who kept a school for chilJ,en of 
his age. But this circu1mtance did not by 
any means lessen his pleasure in the society 
c:,f his little &i~ter, nor did it in any measure 
change the serious cast of his characte:r. 

"Thus the time passed away till my dear 
Loy was about nioc year!> a:~cl a half old; 
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when, one day, as my little Amelia was play­

ing by herself in the garden, the gardener 

chanced to leave the door open which leads 

into the meadow. Curiosity led her to the 

door, and, though forbiJden to go out of the 

garden by herse1f, she heedlessly strayed in 

search of cowslips till she had proceeded a 

considerable way in the meadow without be­

ing perceived; and it happened,-! will not 

say unluckily,-that a large dug, having 

broken his cord, was at this very time making 

his escape from an adjoining farm-house.­

My little Amelia was accustomed to play 

with our great mastiff, and therefore ap­
proached this great dog without fear: but 

the fierce creature flew at her, barking furi­

ously, and seized her by the leg. She scream­

ed violently, and the sound of her voice reach­

ed the play-ground where her brother was 

playing with his companions. He instantly 

knew the voice of his beloved little !lister, 

and, running towards the spot, hr perceived 

her still in the power of the dog. He stood 

for a moment, at a loss what to do; then, 

taking up a great stone, he threw it at the 

G 3 
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<l0g, which happily oLliged him to let the 
little child go; and then, runuing to her, per­
ceiving that she was unable to move, he raised 

her up, while she put her arms round his 

neck, calling out, ' Save me, brother! save 

me, dear, lovely brother!' Not being able 
to carry her in any otber way, he took her 
upon his back, and made all the haste lie 
could to bring her into the garden, lest their 
enemy should come after them; and when 

he had got within the garden, he laid down 

his burden on the grass, carefully closing the 
cl nor after him; and thrn, having for a minute 
rested himself, he was going into the house to -
look for me, when she again called out, again 

reaching out her arms towards him, ' Do not 
Jeave mr, Arthur; do not leave· me, beloved 
brother.' So, u1H1,•illing to vex her, he seated 

himself on the gra~s, anti, la) ing her head 
upon his lap, he tried to bind up the wound, 
from which the blo0d still trickled, with his 
handkerchief; and in this employment he 
was enaaaed when I accidentallv walked 

I:) ::, J 

into the garden, and arrived at the spot 
wl1cre tllC'y wne, 
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" After this time, my little girl was for 

several weeks unable to walk, and she was, 

during the day, laid upon a sofa in my dress­

ing-room; and here I witnessed the last scenes 

in which it was permitted my liule Arthur 

to be actively engaged. No schemes of plea­
sure with his young companions could ever 

detain him from his beloved sister. Some­

times he read to her; sometimes he talked to 

her; sometimes he would bring his little bas­

ket of twigs and his knife, and manufacture 

his bows a11d his arrows in her presence, to 

amu~e her. The la~t bow awl arrows which 

lie made arc still pre crved in her little closet. 

But I remember with the most unfeigned de­
light, the lessons of religion which he then gave 

her, often drawing them from the latc:accident 
she bad met with. 'You love me, Amelia,' I 

have more than once heard him say, wheu he 

thought I was engaged with some. other em­

ployment,' you love me,)ecause I saved you 

from that naughty dog. Why do you not 

love Jesus Christ, who saved iyou from the 

power of the lion?' Sometimes slie appeared 

inattentive: once I heard her reply, 1 Say no 

l 

J 
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more about it, brother; I do love Jesus 
Christ.'-' But not enough, sister: you do 
not love him enough: you do not think 
enough about going to live with him in hea­
ven: that will be the real happy time: you do 
not pray enough, sister: you are not sorry 
enough for the naughty things you have done.' 

" However these instructions might have 
been at that time disregarded, they were soon 
to be impressed upon the mind of the little lis­
tener in a manner which could never be effaced. 

" By degrees my Amelia recovered from 
her wound; and with what glee did she speak 
of the time when she should return to her 
usual habits of play! alas! little thinking 
that she would no longer have one to share 

with her in them. 
'' Upon the day when she was last visited 

by the surgeon, she said to her brother, when 
he returned from school,' 0, Arthur! I have 
j01 ful news for you-next week I am to run 
about and play as I used to do. 0 ! how 
nice it will be! What nice games of play 
we shall have!' 

"There was something in the countenance 
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of my little boy, while she spoke this, which 
much attracted my attention, and I coultl not 
help saying to him, ' Why do you look so 
grave, Arthur? are you not pleased with the 
thoughts of playing again with your sister? ' 
-' Yes, dear mamma,' answered he, ' I had 
rather play with Amelia than with any body 
in the world. But, as she was talking about 
being got quite well, and being able to play 
again, I could not help thinking of that vcr~e 
in Watts's Hymns-

" Are these thy mercies, day by day, 
To me above the rest? 

Then let me love thee more than they, 
Antl strive to serve thee best."' 

" As the child spoke, I continued to look 
earnestly on him, and for the first time I 
thought that I distinguished an appearance 
of disease in his countenance, and again I 
concluded it must be fancy. But I have no 
<loubt that he had for some time felt an indis­
position to the u ual sports of childhood, by 
which m<'ans his heavenly Father had been 
ripening him for a removal, which was so 
soon to follow. 
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"On the very day which my little Amelia, 

and which, indeed, her father and myself had 

joyfully anticipated, when she was to leave her 

sofa and to be restored to liberty-on this very 

day my lovely Arthur complained of a head­

ache, the effects of which he trie:1 in vain to 

conceal: all day long he laid his head upon 

a pillow, but never complained. ' 0, Ame­

lia,' he said to his sister, ') ou are well, and 

can play; but I cannot play with you. Go, 

dear sister, and run about the garden without 

me.'-' No, Arthur,' she answered; 'you 

would not play without me: I will not play 

when you are sick.' He several times asked 

me to read to him ; and when I opened a Bi­

ble, he said,' Read about Jesus Christ dying 

for me.' 

"We had sent for a physician immediately 

upon the child's complaining of a head-aclie. 

But the messenger of death was on his road ; 

he was hasting towards us, and his progress 

was not to be arrested. In two days, the 

understanding of my little boy began to fail: 

a stupor gradually spread itself over it. In 

his few intervals of sense he evidenced that 
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his heart was in heaven. But at length he 
knew us no more; and, after three weeks of 
almost total insensibility, this our little be­
loved instructor was removed from us." 

Mrs. Neale here paused, and wiped away 
her tears; yet her countenance was expres­
sive of holy triumph, and she thus proceeded: 

" l\Iy beloved Amelia seemed for a time 
inconsolable. Her playthings were put aside, 
and never afterwards resorted to, even after 
she recovered her ust!al spirits. She now 
became inseparable from me, and I was the 
confidant of all her feelings. The strongest 
of these seemed now to be a lively regret that 
she had paid so little attention to her beloved 
brother's instructions. 

" From this time, her character, through 
the divine blessing, took a new mould, and 
was gradually formed into that fair and beau­
tiful model which I could wish to present as 
an example to her children. She recovered, 
iu time, her gaiety; but it was now under 
due restraints. Her piety was sincere and 
progressive. She endeavoured not only to 

govern herself by the laws of religion, but 



84 FOR!IIS OF PRIDE; OR, 

also to habituate herself to ta.ste its pleasures; 
for we must gain a taste for the plea~urcs of 
religion, as much as we would for the plea­
sures of literature, or for those of any other 
pursui t. She was orderly and industrious in 
her habits; and united, what are not, I be­
lieve, oft en separate<l-a thirst for real wis­
dom and knowledge with a great enjoyment 
of innocent and sim ple pleasures. 

"Thus did my beloved Amelia grow up to 
the age of sixteen, when a trifling circum­
stance brought her excellences as a daughter 
to the test; and as I contemplated her pro­
gress with parental delight, I could not help 
attributing it very largely, humanly speaking, 
to the impression made upon her mind by 
the loss of my beloved Arthur. Thus, had 
I been disposed to murmur, every feeling vf 
that sort mnst have been subdued into the 
sweetest resignation." 

Here l\f rs. Nc>ale stopped; and the young 
people thanked her for the interesting ac­
count; aud they continued for some time 
longer to speak of the lovely boy. Before 
they rose to return in to the hr,use, Harriet 
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said to her grandmother, "You mentioned, 
dear grandmamma, that, when mamma was 
8ixteen, a trifling circumstance brought her 
excellences as a daughter to the test. Might 
we be allowed to hear the account of this?" 

" Certainly, my dear," answered l\Irs. 
Neale; " perhaps on another Saturday even­
ing. But allow me to ask, my dear children, 
if you arc making practical use of our con­
versations?" 

" I do not quite understand you, dear 
grandmamma," replied Letitia. 

"In these days," said l\lrs. Neale, "there 
is no want of means of instruction: they arc 
abundant; but we do not see always corre­
spondent good produced in those persons to 
whom they are offere<l. Wby is this?" 

"I suppose," answered Letitia, "because 
they are not properly used." 

" A sick person," said l\Irs. Neale, "may 
not be the better for the neighbourhood of a 
physician, because he does not know he is sick 
and will not send for him, or because, sending 
for him and consulting him, he will not take 
his medicines.'' 

H 
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also to habituate herself to ta5te its pleasures; 
for we must gain a taste for the plea,urcs of 
religion, as much as we would for the plea­
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attributing it very largely, humanly speaking, 
to the impression made upon her mind by 
the loss of my beloved Arthur. Thus, had 
I been disposed to murmur, every feeling vf 
that sort mnst have been subdued into the 
sweetest resignation." 
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count; aud they continued for some time 
longer to speak of the lovely boy. Before 
they rose to return in to the house, Harriet 
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sn.id to her grand mother, " You mentioned, 
dear grandmamma, that, when mamma was 
sixteen, a trifling circumstance brought her 
<'xce!lences as a daughter to the tP.st. Might 
we be allowed to hear the account of this?'' 

'' Certainly, my dear,1' answered Mrs. 
Neale; " pt'rhaps on another Saturday even­
ing. But allnw me to ask, my dear children, 
if you arc making practical use of our con­
versations?" 

" I do not quite understand you, dear 
grandmamma," replied Letitia. 

"In these days," said l\lrs. Neale, "there 
is no want of means of instruction: they are 
abundant; but we do not see always corre­
spondent good produced in those persons to 
whom they are offere<l. Why is this?" 

"I suppose," answered Letitia, "because 
they are not properly used." 

"A sick person," said l\Irs. Neale, " may 
not be the better for the neighbourhood of a 
physician, because he does not know he is sick 
and will not send for him, or because, sending 
for him and consulting him, he will not take 
his medicines.'' 

H 
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"You are our physician, grandmamma," 

said Letitia: "I think we know we are sick." 

" And I hope," said Harriet, " we are wil­

ling to take the medicine.'' 

" But perhaps," said Selina, " we do not 

know what our e»act sickness is.'' 

"I own," said l\lrs. Neale, "for I wish to 

deal openly with you, my dears, that I have 

not been altogether satisfied with every thing 

I have seen in you; but I would rather lead 

you to discover your faults yourselves, than 

point them out to you. You know how 

to do this: you have been blessed with the 

best of parents, and you have enjoyed great 

advantages with 1\liss Seabright: you are not 

ignorant of what you ought to be. Let me 

beg of you to spend some time this week in 

examining yourselves; and whenever we have 

any conversation together, ask your:,e]ves, 

Have I done what I hear pointed out as 

right? have I fallen into the sin against 

which I am warned ? 

" It is for want of this close application 

that we are so little benefited by the sermons 

we hear, or the examples and pious discourse 
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of those we live with. And hence it sometimes 

occurs that the children of good people are 

so unworthy of their parents. Alas! they 
little think how much they have to answer for. 

The children of Sodom and Gomorrah will, 

perhaps, rise up in judgment against them 

at the last day, and say, 'Had we been bless­

ed with parents such as yours, we would have 

taken heed to their counsels, and not have 

perished in the overthrow of the city.'" 
Mrs. Neale's advice was not disregarded 

by her granddaughters. Their mother had 

early accustomed them to self-examination, 

and this duty had been recommended to 

them by 1\liss Seabright; though, alas! it 

had been much neglected during their last 

residence at home; and they were by no means 

ignorant of their own particular besetting sins, 

yet they were not at all aware of the degree in 

which they had lately yielded to them. The 

counsels of l\Irs. l\lil ward had fostered Har­

riet's love of power; nnd her intimacy with 

:Myra had encouraged Letitia's vanity and 

conceit; and the conduct of both her sisters 

had driven Selina more within herself; whil e 
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a general spirit of worldliness and careless­
ness had creot into the hearts of all. 

I 

In the course of the week, they passed 
some considerable portion of their time, as 
circumstances alloweJ, in solitude. Shady 
walks, and those recesses where the nightin­
gale pours her solitary lays, have been ever 
found favourable to meditation. Thus sum­
mer invites particularly to devotion; and when 
we sit or walk alone, the hum of bees, and 
the ju bi lee of birds, seem naturally to raise our 
souls in gratitude to the Author ofall our good. 

What was the fruit of this sweet and pro­
fitable employment of their time may here­

after appear: its immediate vi~ible effect was 

an increase of good-will among each other. 
At length Saturday returned again; and 

Letitia reminded her grandmarnma of her pro­
mise to give them some particulars of their 
mother's conduct when she was sixteen. 

The day having been very rainy, it was 
impossible to drink tea under the mulberry 
tree; and, l\lrs. Neale being chilly, a fire 
was lighted in her dressing-room, round 
which (tea being cone) uded) the little party 
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assembled; the young people at their work, 

while Mrs. Neale thus began her relation:-

" As my dear Amelia had passed the years 
of childhood, and had hitherto lived in great 

retirement, I felt desirous, that, as oppor­
tunity offered, she should see a little more 
of the world than had hitherto been shewn 

to her. I had always felt a great dread 

of that sudden change which parents so 
often permit to take place in the lives of 

their daughters, by removing them at once 
from almost total solitude into a vortex of 

dissipation. I wished gradually to shew her 

a little of different manners and different 
places, keeping her, however, entirely in the 
back-ground. 

"With this view, as leisure and income were 

liberally provided us, we proposed undertak­
ing a journey to London, where I had a sister 

at that time residing. 
" l\Iy husband and myself were still dis­

cussing this plan between ourselves, when we 
had an unex peeled visit from the sister of 

whom I have been speaking and her only 

daughter. 1\ly sister was herself a serious 
ll 3 

I 
I ~ 
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woman, and had given her daughter, as she 
believed, a religious education; but, having 
intrusted the care of her very much to others, 
it did not occnr to her that it was necessary 
to watch over the application she made of the 
instruction she had received to her own par­
ticular circumstances. Matilda was accom­
plished, and had much propriety in her out­
ward manners; indeed, she was far more silent 
and reserved in domestic society than Amelia, 
though only a few months older. 

"Before we had communicated to my sis­
ter our plan of visiting London, she herself, 
in the presence of my daughter, requested 
permission to take her back with her to pay 
a long visit; adding, that she should have 
great pleasure in shewing her every thing 
worthy of being seen-while she might also 
have the benefit of masters. 

"Mr. Neale had always a great dislike to 

travelling; and, feeling himself rather indis­
posed, though so slightly that nothing was 
apprehended of danger, he seemed extremely 
glad to avail himself of this opportunity of 
effecting our purpose for our daughler with-
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out being himself obliged to undertake a 
journey he so much disliked. 

"I did not like the idea of this separation; 
but, finding my husband's ,vishes so strongly 
against the journey, and Amelia's desires be­
ing excited for the plan, I consented to it 
without making any objection; and, accord­
ingly, preparations were made for the jour­
ney, which Amelia witnessed with great glee, 
though the thought of leaving her parents was 
painful to her. 

"The pleasant months of autumn were 
now rapidly passing away. My sister and her 
daughter had promised to remain six weeks 
with us. The fifth week was already arrived, 
and the journey continued to be talked of 
with great delight. An intimacy had been 
gradually growing up between Amelia and 
Matilda; and I was pleased to observe it, 
because my daughter had no young friend 
excepting Julia. Seabright, a young person 
who re:iided near us; and I thought it desi­
rable that she should form some suitable ac­
c1uaintance with persons of her own age. 

"The last week was now entered upon, 

., 
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when I perceived a sudden and very evident 

change in the appearance and behaviour of 

my daughter. She became extremely silent; 

there was a languor, and often a dejection, 

in her countenance; she was absent and 

thoughtful. When I asked her if any thing 

was the matter, she would put me off, though 

as pleasant) y as she could. If I questioned her 

as to her health, she would sometimes admit 

that she hacl the head-ache, hut nothing more. 

I sometimes attributed all this to her feelings 

at the idea of a separation from her friends; 

but again I thought she evidenced more dis­

tress than was natural on such an occasion. 

One evening, I was so much struck with her 

manner and appearance, that I was convinced 

that she must be seriously indisposed either in 

mind or body; and, seeing her unwillingness 

to communicate her feelings to me, I became 

the more uncomfortable. 

" When I retired to my room, at night, I 

was so distressed that I could not sleep. Af­

ter having been in bed about half-an-hour, I 

got up, and, wrapping myself in my drc~sing­

gown, I stepped lightly into my dear Amelia's 
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room. She was not in bed, but the door of a 
light closet opening out of it stood ajar. I 
stepped softly up to the door, and perceived 
her kneeling at a chair; but so absorbed was 
she in her sacred employment, that she did 
not hear my step; and I returned back to my 
room, but not to my bed. An hour passed, 
I believe, before I determined upon what I 
should do. Then I took my candle again, 
and stepped once more into Amelia's room. 
It was quiet, and in total darkness. I walk­
ed up to the bed, and there found my beloved 
child a~leep, as I thought; but her eyelids 
were still wet with tears, and a feveri~h tint 
was on her cheeks. I stood by the bed~ide 
for some time, looking at her; then, putting 
down my candle on a small table near the 
bedside, I knelt down, and, gently kiss ing 
my beloverl daughter's cheek, I said, softly, 
'Heaven bless thee, dear child, and nry those 
tears for thee, which thy mother cannot do.' 
I perceived a gentle motion in the bed as I 
spoke; and I had no sooner risen from my 
knees, than with a sudden spring she raised 
her head, aud, opening lier eyes with th e 
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sweetest smile, she said,' What you, marnmar 

0 ! how kind! And have you left your bed 

to see your poor unworthy Amelia?'-' I was 

afraid you were unwell, my dear/ said I.­

' Not unwell, mamma,' said she: then laying 

her head upon my shoulder, as she drew me 

to sit down by her side, she added, with some 

trepidation, ' No, mamma, I am very well, 

but I am unhappy.'-' Unhappy, my love! 

what makes you unhappy?'-' I have done 

very wrong,' said she: ' I have listened to 

somebody who has spoken ill of you and 

papa.' Here she burst into a violent flood 

of tears, which for some time she could not 

check. I hardly knew what to say, I was so 

much taken by surprise. 'l\Iamma,' said 

she, at last, 'I shill be happier when I have 

told you every thing. I do not wish to speak 

ill of any body; but I must tell you all-it 

was l\latilda, mamma; and I have listened 

too long, and almost believed what she said : 

but I sec my sin now.'-' And did you join 

with her, my clear, in speaking ill of me and 

your papa?'-' No, mamma; no, I did not 

do that: but it was wicked, very wicked, to 
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listen to her, and harbour one undutiful 
thought. Dear mamma, will you forgive 
me?'-' You are sensible of your fault, my 
dearest,' I replied, kissing her; 'and you 
have confessed it, not to me only, I doubt 
not. You have my full forgiveness.' I then 
ex pressed my wish to know more particulars; 
and she related to me, more largely than I need 
do to you, the details of her cousin's behaviour. 

"It seemed that Matilda was in the habit, 
which cannot be too severely blamed, of com­
plaining of the treatment she received from her 
parents, of relating to others what she consi­
dered as instances of their injustice, and of re­
flecting upon their general behaviour, scruti­
nizing their motives, and passing her judgment 
upon them. In this manner she had conversed 
with my daughter; and, from speaking thus of 
her own parents, it is not to be wondered at that 
she should soon proceed to speak to Amelia 
in a ~imilar way of her parents: and Amelia 
listened, though she did not otherwise join in 
the discour:ie." 

"But what should she have done, dear 
grandmamma?" asked Letitia, earnestly. 



96 FOkMS OF PRIDE; OR, 

"She shou1d have expressed her di~appro­

bation of this sort of conversation in a manner 

so decided as dfectually to put a stop to it. 

If wives or children permit the faults of their 

husbands or their parents to be discussed be­

fore them, except under very particular cir­

cumstances, or even permit a judgment to be 

passed upon their motives in th(.:ir pre~ence, 

they are failing in the solemn obligations of 

love and reverence which they owe to them, 

while they are equally forgetful of the respect 

which they owe themselves; for, in the end, 

those person:; who make improper complaints 

always subject themselves to contempt.­

Young people should learn early to distin­

guish between real friend~bip and that per­

nicious intimacy which is founded upon 

similar habits of sin, or folly, or mere party 

spirit, or a common dislike to the same 

person. Real f, ;cndship must be built upon 

real religion, and will never sanction any 

breach of cli"ine commandments." 

"And is it against the divine law," said 

Letitia, l' to speak of the faults of our parents 

and hm.bands?" 
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"Certainly so, when it is needlessly done, 

or in a wrong spirit," said Mrs. Neale. "Be­

sides, my dear girl, it may not always be the 

case that even a wife is a judge of the motives 

of her husband's conduct; and wi th children, 

in respect to their parents, the thing must be 

so frequently the case, that they can scarcely 

fail to err when they pretend to form a jndg­
ment upon it. Avoid then, my dears, the 

society of those who presume to find fault in 
your presence with those who are in autho­

rity over you, at least if they persevere in 

doing 1,0 after you have checked them for it." 

"I hardly know how this is to be done," 

said Letitia. 
"There are many means of bringing this 

about," said Mrs. Neale. "For instance: 

suppose your maid Myra was to say to you, 

' I wonder at your papa for doing so and so; 

he ought to buy such and such a thing for 

you; he ought to allow you such an ind ul­

gence ;'-. you might reply to her, ' Myra, if 
you have any thing to suggest on this subject, 

you had better do so to papa himself; I am 

not the person: · I am satisfied that whatever 

I 
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he does is right.' Sometimes a marked silence 
is enough; but if we really feel the grratness 
of the sin, we shall find no difficulty in ex­
pressing our disapprobation as circumstances 
arise. But the great hindrance to doing this 
is the indulgence of pride, vanity, and sinful 
curiosity in ourselves." 

Letitia thought of .Myra and herself, and 
blushed. 

" On this very account," proceeded l\Irs. 
Neale, "it is, that young people receive so 
much mischief from the society of servants 
in general, who, being incapable, through 
ignorance, of forming a proper judg.me11t of 
what their superiors ought to do in many in­
stances, and wanting humility to feel this, are 
apt to allow themselves in speaking their mind 
very improperly ;-though to this rule there 
are many valuable exceptions," 

" But now, dear grandmamma,'' said Har­
riet, after some little silence, "will you pro­
ceed with what you were saying?" 

" Having listened/' proceeded Mrs. Neale, 
" to your dear mother's confession, I pointed 
out to her where she had erred, and gave her 
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much such advice as I have done to you; 
cautioniug her against hasty intimacies, and 
pointing out to her the difference between 
these and that true and genuine friendship, 
the seeds of which are often sown in child­
hood, and \\ hich flourish and bear fruit in 
after life, and which I doubt not will abide 
while the immortal soul endureth. 

"After this, she seemed quite at ease; 
and, in conclusion, she said to me, ' I have 
one favour to ask of you, dear mamma-do 
not let me go to London with my aunt and 
cousm. I feel my own weakness; I see the 
clanger which surrnunds me; and let me wait 
till papa is well, and you are able to take 
n1e.'-' Are you serious,' I said, 'in making 
this request?'-' I am,' she replied; 'I have 
considered it well.' 

"I gave her a day to consider further of this 
proposal; when, finding her resolution fixeJ, I 
took an opportunity of acquainting my sister 
with it, in the kindest manner I could think of, 
without throwing any blame upon her daugh­
ter, an<l I tol<l her that I hoped we sboul<l all 
be able to accomplish a journey to London 
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in the spring. But Providence had appoint­

ed other things for us. 

"When my sister and her daughter left us, 

my beloved child expressed some little dis­

tress, but it soon passed away; and, from 

that time, she resumed all her usual cheerful­

ness, and nothing ever occurred afterwards to 

interrupt the delightful confidence which bad 

so long subsisted between us. 

"i.\Iy dear silent Selina," said l\lrs. N eale, 

taking her granddaughter's band affectionate­

ly, "I am afraid you have too m ucb reserve 

in your frame of mind. It proceeds too often 

from pride. Cultivate openness, my child, 

towards those who are really )Our fri ends­

your father, your excellent brother, your sis­

ters, and all you Ii ve with whom you ought 

to love and reverence. It is a sweet temper 

of mind, and is the source of many amiablt>, 

social, and gentle feelings." 

Selina coloured, but smiled pleasantly at 

her grandmamma, who thus proceeded:-

" In the course of the following winter, 

the indisposition of your dear grandpapa in ­

c reased much upon him , so as to preclude all 
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thought of our leaving home in spring, and 
soon increased to such a height as to demand 
the utmost attention. During this period of 
mixed sorrow and consolation, nothing could 
exceed my Amelia's dutiful attention towards 
the best of fathers; nor, wht:n he had ex­
changed this world of sorrow for a land of 

everlastillg rest, could any thing surpass her 
unceasing attention to her widowed mo­
ther." 

Here Mrs. Neale was interrupted by that 
tribute of meet sorrow which the remem­
brance of scenes so trying will draw from the 
Christian. 

" From that time," proceeded l\1rs. Neaie, 
" we continued to live in great retirement, 
till chance, or rather I should say Provi­
dence, brought a relation of your dear father 
into our ·immediate neighbourhood. At this 
gentleman's house your father was a frequent 
vi!>iter, and there was introduced to my Amelia. 
\Ve occasionally icft home during the period 

I have been speaking of, but circumstances 
directed us to other pans of England than 

London; of which Amelia would often say, 
I 3 
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after her marriage, that she was glad, as she 
was to become almost an inhabitant of that 
place, and have so many opportunities of see­
ing all its wonders. 

"It was during this period, also, that I in­
dulged my beloved child with the grant of a 
very favourite wish. I have before mentioned 
to you the name of Julia Seabright. She was 
the daughter of worthy parents, whose cir­
cumstances were much decayed. She was 
three years younger than my beloved Amelia, 
and possessed considerable natural talents, 
though she wanted the opportunities of im­
provement. My dear Amelia had much lei­
sure, possessed much industry, with a great 
desire to make herself useful ; and she formed 
the design of making these talents subservient 
to the good of Julia Seabright. At her re­
quest I received this young person into my 
family, and she became her pupil; and in 
her improvements my Amelia tasted a plea­
sure which she would in vain have sought 
from worldly amusements. Afte1 her mar­
riage, she procured for her youllg friend still 
greater advantages; which enabled her, at 
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• 
length, to commence the establishment where 
you were placed." 

" And was l\liss Seabright educated by 
dear mamma?" said Selina. 

'' Yes, in part · she was," ans we red 1\1 rs. 
Neale. 

" 0 how I shall love her then!" said Se­
lina. "I knew she was her friend; but I 
did not know all this before." 

"They were friends indeed," said 1\1 rs. 
Neale, "in the best sense of the word. But 
in speaking on this subject, I cannot forbear tu 
mention the extreme tenderness and gentleness 
with which my beloved child conducted her­
self towards her pupil-a conduct which was 
the more difficult, as there was s0 little diffe­
rence of age between them. Much forbear­
ance, no doubt, was exercised on both sides, 
as they had be~n formerly accustomed to 

associate as playfellows. I often thought, 
upon the~e occasions, that my child re­
membered the example of our beloved Ar­
thur. 

'' At the age of twenty-two, my dear Ame­

lia married your father. How she discharged 
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the duties of a wife and mother I 11Led not 
tell you: it i3 my daily prayer that her chil­
dren may tread in her steps. Her last praye1s 
were for them, I cannot donbt but that they 

will be heard; anci that I shall live to !lee my 
<lear children successfully fighting with their 
own peculiar temptations, and each in her 
own way adorning her Christian professio11, 
the com:ort of their father, and the solace 
and delight of one another: and thus, though 
many separations may have taken place here 
among us, we may hope to be a family that 
shall be united above lhrough the countless 
days of eternity." 

After l\Irs. Neale had ceased to speak, 

there was for some time a silence among the 
y,Jung people: they se<:mcd still lo hang 
upon their grandrnamma's words, while their 

hearts burnt within them to follow the steps 
of their b_eloveJ. mother. 

The following day was a solemn one to 

each of the young people. In proportion as 
we contempl;;te what is l'Xcellent with a well­
disposed mind, ia the 5ame proportion we arc 

afftctc<l wid1 a view of cur ddicicncies. II .! 
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who sees most of God, sees also most of his 
own unworthiness. 

For some time past, the sisters had each 
been in the habit, when any thing went amiss, 
of defending herself, and casting all the blame_ 
upon her sisters. It began now to be other­
wise: they felt disposed each of them to say 
in their own hearts, "Lord, it is I." A thou­
sand sins rose up in remembrance before 
them, and they saw these sins, in some degree 
at least, in their own frightful colours. 

Such were the feelings which, more or less, 
were alive in the hearts of the sisters, both 
towan.ls their heavenly Father and each 
other; but in Letitia, who was very quick 
in all her feelings, they attained an earlier 
npeness. 

It was in the course of the following week, 
that, the day ha\'ing been extremely hot, they 
did not take their accustomed walk after din­
ner; and :Mrs. Neale directed them in the 
evening to shut their book earlier than usual, 
for the purpose of walking before sunset. 

When Harriet and Selina were prepared to 
go our, Letitia was missing. They luoked for 
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her in the garden, and she was not to be 
found. "She would not, surely, go out of the 
garden without us!" mid Harriet. 

"There is yet one place where we have not 
looked for her," said Selina; "and that is the 
alder thicket, where grandmamma has often 
told us that dear mamma and uncle Arthur 
used to play.'' 

Within the inclosure of l\Irs. Neale's 
ground, there was a little field sloping to 
the ri-ver, at the upper end of which alders 
grew in little thickets; between which the 
grnss ha<l been lately with some difficulty 
mo\\n, and had left the turf low and deli­
cate, perfumed with the sweet odour of fresh 
hay. Amidst these thickets it was very easy 
to be hidden; and here was no danger of in­
terruption, as the field was only a private 
footway to the river from l\f rs. Neale's house. 

A copse ran down one side of the field as far 
as the river's brink. 

A voice as soft and sweet as that of a 
nightingale met the ears of Harriet and Se­
lina as they entered the field: it proceeded 
from one of the thickets. "0, there 5Jic is!" 
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!laid Selina: '' I hear her voice! it comes 
from the alder thickets." 

" Stay one minute," said Harriet: "do 
not interrupt her; her voice sounds very 
sweet, Poor Letitia!" 

As they stood still and listened, they cleatly 
distinguished her singing the following word.5: 

"Soon as we draw our infant breath, 
The seeds of sin grow up for death: 
Thy law demands a perfect heart; 
But we're defil'd in every part.''~, 

"Do you hear those words?" said Sellna, 
looking up earnestly at Haniet. 

"I do," answered Harriet; and, as she 
sp0ke, the tears trickled down her cheeks.­
" Let us go and look for her." 

As they stepped softly in silence towards 
her, Letitia was not aware of their approach, 
and she still continued to sing; nor did· she 
see her sisters till they stood before her. '' Le­
titia," said Harriet. 

Letitia looked up at her sister and statted, 
and, seeing the tears running <lown her cheeks, 
she instantly rose with some emotion. 

* Psalm li.-lJr Watts. 
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"It is I, Letitia, that have been to blame; 

it is I, Letitia, not you," said Harritt, the 

tears burnting from her eyes. 

Letitia threw her arms round her sister's 

neck, and was unable to make any answer. 

Selina wept too; and a recollciliation took 

place between the three sisters, the parliculars 

of which I cannot describe, for it was one so 

entire, and so sweet: and it had a promise of 

permanency, because it was built on a deep 

sense of their sin towards God. Their former 

apparent reconciliations had proceeded chiefly 

from a desire of appearing well before their 

grandmamma, in order that they might not 

be sent to school again. But their purposes 

of reformation had then been built upon their 

own strength: they now saw and deeply felt 

their own weakness, and knew how unable 

they were in themselves to do any thing good. 

Now as tl1ey sat together,eachseemed tryi11g 

to be most forward in accusing herself as the 

author of their past unhappiness. Harriet 

acknowledged how she had abused her au­

thority over her sisters; Letitia lamented her 

self-will, and her pronenrss to listen to any 
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mi3representation of her sister's conJuct; Se 

Jina confessed her unkindness, her coldness, 
her (btance, her disobedience: and each saw 

and felt that the love of self aud a departure 
from God had been the root of all their sins. 
They remained in sweet discourse together till 

the moon, rising above the opposite bank of 

the river, reminded them that it was time to 

return home. 

After this evening, they met, as circum­
stances would allow, in the al<ler thicket, and 
had much discourse together; not vain, or 

light, or frivolous, but such as suited their 

preseut circumstances, and the views wbich 
they had been led to form of their respective 
states; and, in the course of a few days, tbey 
came to a resolution which was the result 

of earne::it and humble prayer. The plan was 

first suggested by Harriet; it was approved by 
both the sisters; and, after being matured in 

their priva1e conference, it was put into exe­
cution-as I shall now relate. 

l\lrs. Neale was sitting in her dressing­

room, with her granddaughters, one evening, 

and Selina, at her desire, had taken from its 
K 
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place the book they were accustomed to read 

· in the afternoon. She appeared to be some 

time engaged in finding the place, look ing 

from time to time at her sisters; when Har­

riet, at length, with some trepidation, thus 

addressed herself to ~lrs. Neale:-

" Dear grandmamma, Letitia and Selina 

and myself have endeavoured to follow your 

advice, and to look into our late conduct; 

and we are fully convinced that we have 

done very very wrong, and I especially, who, 

as the eldest, ought to have known the best; 

and we wish, dear grandmamma, for your 

advice. We think we are too young, and 

to{) inexperienced, and too self-willed, to 

be left to ourselves; and we wish, all of 

us,-1 speak for Letitia and Selina,-to place 

ourselves iu your hands. Will you, dear 

grandmamma, direct us what to do? We 

arc ready to go to school again, if you advise 

it; and we are ready to submit to any other 

control at home.'' 
When Harriet ceased to speak, Letitia and 

Selina both approached their grandmamma, 

and took each a hand; while Letitia added, 
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"You are our only mamma now: direct us, dear 

grandmamma; tell us what we ought to do.'' 
The tears ran down the cheeks of the old 

lady as she looked at her children gathering 

round her. " I thank God, my dear chil­

dren," said she, "for this change in your 

<lesires. It is his doing; for from him all 

good thoughts and holy desires proceed, and 

without his help we can do nothing that is 
d 

,, 
goo. 

"And will you, dear grandmamma," said 

Harriet, " undertake to direct us?'' 
"Next week," replied l\Irs. Neale, "we 

expect your father: when he arrives, I will 
discuss with him what plans will be best for 

you; meanwhile, I will give the subject full 

consirieration, and we w~ll all ask for heavenly 

wisdom to guide us in so important a decision. 

If I can in any way supply to you the loss 

of your beloved parent, I shall have new 

cause of thankfulness to him who has thus 

prolonged my life and strength. Be assured, 

my dear children, that I have no wi~h so near 

my heart as to make you really wise and 

really happy." 
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Mrs. I eale, then, with tears, tended) em­

braced each of her grandchildren; and after• 

wards, having resumed her composure in some 

degree, she asked Harriet what had particu­

larly led herself and her sisters to form this 

wise resolution. 

In reply, the young people spoke with con­

siderable openness of what had lateiy passed 

in their mind, and of the conversations that 

had taken place between themselves. 

From this day until the arrival of l\Ir. 
Leslie and George, the conversations of l\lrs. 

Neale with her gra11ddaughters became of a 

still more interesting nature than they had 

ever been before. That confidence seemed now 

established between all parties which enabled 

l\lrs. Neale to apply her instructions more 

particularly to the respective wants of the 

young people; and they, on their parts, felt 

entire freedom in laying open to her their 

own difficulties. 1\1rs. Neale was well aware, 

by long experience ar!d constant ~tudy of the 

Bible, of the weakness a11d depravity of the 

human heart, and the subtlety of our spiritu,d 

enemy, and tlie great necessity of watchful-
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ness; and she knew, also, that young people 
are often :;o extremely happy when they 

have obtained a spiritual victory, their spi­

rits are so elated, that they are apt to for­

get they have any more t::ials to meet; ancl 
hence are too often iuvolved in some fresh 

difficulty immediately after they have con­
quered the old one. She therefore endea­

voured to put her granddaughters upon their 

guard against this danger. She tried to open 

their eyes, still more than they were al­
ready, to their lost and fallen state in them­

selves, and their absolute need of a dying 

Saviour to restore them to the Divine fa­
vour, and the constant need of Divine as­
sistance to enable them to walk in the nar­
row way. She assisted them also in forming 
good habits, and pointed out to them many 
subordinate means of avoiding or conquering 
the temptations to their besetting sins. Har­

riet she softened into gentleness and mildness; 
Letitia's too great readiness to bring self for­

ward was repressed; Selina was invited to 

confidence. Harriet was taught to be calm 

and composed in her activity; for bustling i:., 
K 3 
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neither graceful, nor does it, in general, accele 

rate the dispatch of business, while it is apt 

to promote irritability and impatience of tem­

per. Letitia was taught to do every thing 

at its proper season; for she was too apt to 

consider herself industrious, because she was 

seldom wholly unemployed. But this is in­

dustry-not to be doing something-but to 

be doing \vhat we ought to do at the time in 

which it ought to be done. Selina was stirred 

up to exertion. The plain good understand­

ing of Selina generally she\\'ed her what she 

ought to be doing, but she wanted to be stimu-

1ated lO action. Thus did true religion, true 

Christian motives, produce what pri<le might 

long have laboured in vain to effect. Chris­

tian practice must be built upon Christian 

princi p Jes. 
Thus passed the time till the arrival of 

J\lr. Leslie and his sons. How happily and 

profitably had this month passed away! 

The newly-arrived guests were received 

with the greatest joy, and the most hearty 

welcome. 
The morning after their arrival, the si!>ters 
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took their brothers a long walk. George was 

well acquainted with the country, but to Ar­
thur it was new; and, having been some time 

in a town, the liberty of the country was de­

lightful to him. His object, on the present 

occasion, was downright play, in which Selina 

was his companion; and his grand mamma's 

old fat spaniel Gunner, who was a great fa­
vourite with Selina, added not a little to their 

amusement, though the fat old gentleman did 
not much like exceeding the stately pace 
with which he was accustomed to follow his 

mistress. l\leanwhilc, Harriet and Letitia 

introduced George to some of their favourite 

retreats, which acquired a new interest to 

him from the recital of many little incidents 

connected with them. 
Gem ge hacl never heard the par ti cu lars 

which 1\lrs. Neale hacl related to her grand­

daughters respecting their mother and the 

little Arthur; and these little anecdotes were 

now related to George. From hence they 

imensibly passed on to speak of themselves. 

They related to George much of what had 

passec;l during thlir visit; and, iu condusiou, 

' I 

' 
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they acknowledged to him, with sweet humi­

lity, how they had been convinced of their 

sin and folly, and, among their other faults, 

of their negligence of his advice; and they 

made him acquainted with the resolution 

they had formed of submitting themselves to 

the direction of their granamamma, and of 

the manner in which they had communicate<l 

this resolution to her. 

It is needless ta say that George was high­

ly gratified by his sisters' discourse. Every 

thing seemed now going on just as he could 

wish; and he could not but feel the warmest 

thankfulness to Providence, who had thus 

prospered his exertions for his sisters' good. 

While the brothers and sisters were thus 

engaged, Mrs. Neale and l\lr. Leslie were 

employed in discussing the arrangements that 

were to be made for the young people. As 

:Mr. Leslie's stay was to be very shurt, there 

was no time to be lost in doing this. 

Ever since the conversation we related as 

having taken place in London, between l\Ir. 

Leslie, Mrs. Neale, and Mrs. l\lilward, Mrs. 

Tealc had been giving deep consideration to 
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the request l\Ir. Leslie had made that she 

would take charge of his family ; and many 

a painful mental struggle had she undergone 

relative to this subject. She had earnestly 

prayed for direction, and the late amiable 

behaviour of her granddaughters, in request­

ing her direction as to their own future con­

duct, had thrown great light upon her path, 

and seemed to direct her way, and she was 

now ready to communicate to l\Ir. Leslie the 

result of her reflections. 

As soon as the young people were gone out, 

l\lr. Leslie and l\lrs. Neale, who were sitting 

in a summer breakfast-room down stairs, from 

whence they took a view of the trim garden, 

entered immediately upon the subject in 

which their minds were both deeply engaged. 

l\Ir. Leslie began the discourse by thanking 

Mrs. Neale for her kindness to his daughters. 

"They are my daughters," replied the old 

lady; "for indeed the interest I take in them 

falls bnt little short of that concern which 

I felt for their beloved mother." 

" I am inexperienced," said l\Ir. Leslie, 

" more so than as a father I ought to ue, i n 

{ 
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the management of young people: but I can 

see that my dear girls arc much improved by 

their month's residence with you. There is 

a delicacy, a modesty, a softness in their man­

ners, which I have seen but little of lately. 

0, my dear ?,Iadam ! if they could but al­

ways enjoy the advantage of such superin­

tendance ! " 
"l\Iy dear son!'' said 1\Irs. Neaie, assum­

ing an air of composure ,Ybich but indiffer• 

ently concealed the agitation c,f her feelillgs, 

"1 have given full consideration to your 

wishes upon this point, and have come to a 

decision which I trust may ans\,er our pur­

poses for the dear children." 

l\lr. Leslie loukeJ up earne~tly at her. 

As preparatory to what she had to propo <>, 

l\lrs. Neale thought it best to relate to l\lr. 

Leslie some of the conversations which had 

passed between his daughters and herself dur• 

ing the last month-especially their intereH­

ing avowal of their faults and follies, with 

their request to be directed and guided by her, 

l\Ir. Leslie appeared greatly affected by 

this account. 
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"In conclusion," said l\lrs. Neale, "it 
is my opinion that it will be best to com­

mit Letitia and Selina again to the care of 

Miss Seabright. There are circumstances 

and seasons which render a good school the 

best situation for young people--and such are 

the circumstances, I think, of your younger 

daughters. Letitia has been brought too for­

ward, and at school she will be more kept 

back than she can now be at home, and Selina 

requires a degree of activity and exertion in 

those who educate her, which it would be 

impossible for her to receive from a person 

advanced in life. l\liss Seabright loves these 

dear girls almost as a mother: they cannot 

be in better hands than hers, till they have 

attained that age at which their mother 

wished them to leave school." 

"I am pe1fcctly of your opinion," said Mr. 
Leslie; "but Harriet--" 

"Harriet," said l\lrs. Neale, "is indus­

trious, active, and prudent. She manages 

your family \,ell considering her age, she is a 

com fo rt to you, and it is not fit that you 

should be hft without some solace; but she 

l 
( 
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wants advice, direction, and regulation 111 

many ways :-she is too young to be left 

without a guardian when you are not with 

her." 
l\lrs. Neale here paused-the colour rose 

in her cheeks. She then proceeded:-" All 

that she wants in these respects, I am wil­

ling to supply to her in your house; while 

your youngest son, Arthur, whom you pro­

pose to take home at Christmas, will be a 

cheerful companion to her. Harriet, there­

fore, I would ad vise you to keep at home.'
1 

"And will you, my dear l\ladam, really 

become an inmate of my house ?-this is what 

I have desired beyond every thing, ever since 

the loss of our beloved Amelia, but never 

dared, till very lately, to hint at such a plan, 

nor even then to hope for its execution, know­

ing how happily you were situated here on 

your own estate, and how averse you alway5 

have been to a town." 
"I own," replied 1\Irs. Neale, as the tears 

rolled down her cheeks, "that I have not 

come to this decision without soILe struggle. 

In this sweet place I have spent forty years 
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of my life: here rest the ashes of my hmband 

and one of my children. This place is en­

deared to me by being the scene of the hap­

piest period <,f my life, as well as by its pos­

ses:,ing that perfect retirement in which those 

who have been long used to a country life 

find so many charms.'' 

"How grateful, then," said l\Ir. Leslie, 

"ought I to feel to you for consenting to 

leave this place for the good of my children!'' 

"I was going to add," proceeded Mrs. 
Neale," that, when you first ma<le the request 

to me last spring, in London, the considera­

tions I have just mentioned came so power­

fully into my mind that I could not bear to 

think of them: but I was soon led to suspect 

that I was in danger of indulging to a sinful 

degree my love of retirement; that, though 

o1d, I was still healthy and strong beyond num­

bers of my age; and that as long as I was ca­

pable of working in my l\1aster's vineyard it 

was my duty to do so. It seemed that the pre­

sent call was one which I ought to obey. Why 

should grey hairs exempt us from working 

wliile our strength in any degree holds out ? 

L 

I 



122 FORMS OF PRIDE j OR, 

Besides," added Mrs. Neale, smiling amidst 

tears, "when my dear girls can do without 

me, when lhe evening of my life shall be still 

further advanced-I may hope yet to return 

and close it here, that my ashes may be 

laid beside those of my beloved husband:­

and, more than this, I shall stipulate that we 

al ways spend the midsummer holidays in thi5 

place. It will be a feast and refreshment to me, 

a benefit to the taste and health of my grand­

daughters, and it will enable my dear George 

to become acquainted with the habits of a 

country life; as this place is to be his abode 

when I shall have exchanged it, as I trust, 

for a better." 

Here Mrs. Neale paused, and received 

from l\lr. Leslie the most grateful acknow­

ledgments. He saw the wisdom of l\Irs. 

Neale's plans, and perfectly acquiesced in 

them; for he could not but feel that she had 

at once consulted his comfort and the benefit 

of his children, while her own tastes and con­

venience were the sacrifice; and he could 

not but feel increased reverence for bis ex­

cellent mother-in-law, who, at the age of 
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sixty, would cheerfully sacrifice the habits 

of forty years for the benefit of her ftllow­

creatures. Imitating the example of A bra­

ham, she by faith desired a better country, 

even a heavenly. (Heb. xi. 16.) 
Arrangements of less importance now only 

remained to be discussed. Among these, it 
was fixed that George and his sisters should 

remain with Mrs. Neale till 5he could com­

plete her arrangements for leaving her present 

abode; and that l\lr. Leslie, immediately on 

his return to Town, should request J\Lss Sea­

bright to receive his two younger daughters 

into her family at :Michaelmas; and that 

1\lyra 5hould be dismissed from his service be­

fore the return of Letitia. 

Nothing now was wanting but to commu­

nicate to the young people such of these 

arrangements as related to themselves. l\Ir. 

Leslie was thought the most proper person 

to make this communication. It was re­

ceived by them with the greatest submission 

and cheerfulness, though they felt some dis­

appointment at the idea of being separated. 

The foeli11g, however, that all was better 

{ 
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planned for them than could have been done 
by themselves, with the idea of adding to their 
papa's happiness, and of their grandmamma 
living with them, soon reconciled them very 
much to this circumstance. George was be­

yond measure delighted with the arrangement. 
Two days after all these things were settled, 

l\lr. Leslie set out upon his journey home­
wards, with the pleasant prospect of collect­
ing his family round him within six weeks, 
under far happier circumstances than they had 
ever been placed in since 1\1rs. Leslie's death. 
Arthur was his companion, as his holidays 
were now nearly expired. 

George and his sisters endeavoured to make 
themselves as useful as they could to 1\Irs. 
Neale, It was her purpose to leave her home 
under the care of her valuable and well-tried 
servants, that it might be ready at any time 

for her reception. 
We pass over the particulars of her separa­

tion from her old neighbours and acquaint­
ance, which she supported with great compo­
sure. On the evening, however, preceding 
her departure from her beloved home, she was 



THE MID SUM l\IER YISIT. 125 

exceedingly dejected. She had been spend­
ing the afternoon, beneath the favourite mul­
berry tree, with her family and the clergy•• 
man of the parish and his wife, a very vene­
rable couple; and when they rose to take 
their leave, she found il impossible to conceal 
her emotions. 

The evening was unusually still, and every 
sweet sound belonging to the depth of coun­
try solitude was distinctly heard; the moon 
was 1ising over the copse, and a nightingale 
was heard in the depths of the wood. 

A thousand remembrances connected with 
these scenes rose up before the mind of Mrs. 
Neale, and she could not restrain her tears. 

The venerable pastor knew well all the 
habits of her past life, and he knew also the 
motives of her present conduct. 

"My dear Madam," said he, taking the 
hand of the old lady, "bless Go<l that ) ou 
are not suffered to sleep on the cnchallled 
ground. Through my long life I have al­
wa}S ouserved that the children of God are 
never lollg safe unless they are labouring or 
suflering in their Master's cause," 

L 3 

I 
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"Ah!" replied l\1T3. Neale," I have fea1cci 

lest my situation was too free from trial-too 

easy-and have prayed that it might not be 

a snare to me." 
"And God has heard your prayer, my 

dear Madam," replied the clergyman, "and 

has called you to fresh service; and if you 

aie doing his work, it signifies little where it 

is; and, remember, it is trial which makes us 

press forwards on our journey, and suffLrs 

us not to linger here. You will soon reach 

Jordan's banks, and get a view of your pro­

mised inheritance--" 
"A land far lovelier," interrupted l\lrs. 

Neale, rai::,1ng her eyes, "than this my be­

loved home !-

"'Sweet fields, beyond the swelling flood, 

Stand dress'd in living green.'" 

The excellent old people all remained for 

some moments silent; an air of holy peace 

sat on their countenauce. At last l\l rs. 

Neale, turning to the clergyman, ::,aid, "I 

thank ) ou, Sir, tor the kind admonition and 

c.1)ns0lation you have afforded me; for this, 
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and a11 the instruction I have heretofore re­

cci ved from you, I return you my sincerest 

and most grateful thanks." 

"To God be all the glory!" replied the 

pastor; "and may his blessing continue to 

1est upon you wherever you go; and may he 

at last bring us all to the fair land of our in­

heritance, the glory of Lebanon, the excel­

lency of Sharon ! " 
After a solemn pause, the old man turned 

to the young people. "l\ly young friends," 

said he, "you are setting out upon the jour­

ney of life: I would give you one important 

lesson. It is natural to all of us to place our 

hopes of happiness upon some earthly object: 

each of you will be tempted to say, 'If I can 

have but this or that enjoyment or possession, 

I shall be happy. But though created things 

are good in their place and season, yet, be­

lieve me, true peace is only to be found in 

walking with God.-Great peace have they, 

and only they, that love His law." 

I t was thus that l\Irs. Neale separated her­

self from her best and most attached neigh­

bours. · The bit1,erness of 5eparation seemed 

I 
( 
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now to have passed away, and the composure 
with which she took her leave of her beloved 
home the following morning quite astonished 
the young people; and, before they had con­
cluded their journey, she had resumed her 
usual cheerfulness, though her constancy of 
mind was again put to the test when she took 
possession of her apartment at the house of 
her son-in-law • 

. 1\1r. Leslie's little villa was surrounded 
with a shrubbery prettily laid out, and was 
situated in what might be called the country 
by those persons who have never lived in those 
deep retreats where tlie voice of the ring­
dnve, the hum of the pas:,ing fly, the distant 
sound of dog, or sheep, or ploughboy, alone 
interrupt the delightful stillness. But here, 
in the place of these sounds, was heard the 
thousand noises which the neighbourhood of a 
great town will always assemble on a high­
road; and instead of the simple objects which 
moved on the village green, or the scenery of 
the garden, the meadow, and the copse; gay 
equipages, beaux, and belles, or the vaiious 
vehicles which are ever passing and rcpassing 



T HE MIDSUMMER. VISIT. 129 

to London with their busy attendants, met the 
eyes of Mrs. Neale, whenever she looked be­
yond the little shrubbery. These little things 
are trials to those persons long used to the de­
lights of the country ; and if the imagi­
nation is suffered to dwell upon them, as 
upon other little evi!s, they produce serious 
unhappiness. But Mrs. Neale had made up 
her mind, the path of duty was plain before 
her, and she set her face as a flint to meet 
little trials, and never allowed her fancy to 
roam in the fiehl3 of her beloved valley. She 
determined thankfully to enjoy all that was 
agreeable in her son-in-law's family and situ­
ation, and to devote herself wholly to her 
work-the spiritual and temporal improve­
ment of her granddaughters; and by these 
means, by walking in this path of self-denial, 
she found herself more rapidly pressing for­
ward to that rest which remaineth for the 
people of God. 

The little party did not arrive at Mr. Les­
lie's house many weeks before the appointed 
time when Letitia and Selina were to return to 
1\1 iss Seabrigh t's. 
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A very short time previous to the day 
when the sisters were to be separated, l\Irs. 
l\lilward, who was now settled at some con­
siderable distance from London, paid an un­
expected visit to her brotbP-r. A sudden 
call of business brought J\lr. l\Iilward to 
London for a few days, upon which occc!­
sion she accompanied him, in order to see her 
nieces previous to their going to school; 
which event she had heard from her brother 
was concluded upon, though sbe did not 
know how it had been brought about • 

. 1\Irs. Neale was pleased to observe an 
increase of composure a!lu steadiness in the 
manner of this lady; and, as i\lr. l\IJlwar<l 
was a man of some seriousness, it was hoped 
tiiat, in time, a permanent change might be 
made in her character, though probably it 
would not be wholly effected without the dis­
cipline of adve1sity. Those who indulge in 
levity, are always laying up for tbemsehes a 
store of future afflictions . 

.l\lrs. l\Iilward was extremely curious to 
know whether the young ladies were merely 
submitting to authority in the present a r-
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rangement, or whether they had been induced 
by any motives to return to school with sa­
tisfaction to themselves; she therefore took 
every opportunity, when alone with her fa­
vourite Harriet, of enquiring into these 
things. Harriet simply related to her aunt 
all the particulars of their midsummer visit 
to their grandmamma's; and, as she was in 

the habit of great confidence with her aunt, 
and possessed but little of that false shame 
and sinful timidity which lead us to be silent 
respecting religious truths when we ought to 
speak them, she did not conceal from her how 
her own mind, and those of her sisters, had 
been brought to see their faults and mistakes, 
and willingly to surrender themselves up to 
the management of their grandmother. 

l\lrs. l\Iilward listened and wondered, but 
ruminated iu silence over all these things. 
She had not left l\lr. Leslie's house when the 
long-expPcteJ day arrived. It had been ar­
ranged that l\1iss Seabright should herself 
pay a few hours' visit to l\Irs. Neale at .1\Ir. 
Leslie's house, and take the young ladies 

back with her. She came to breakfast. The 
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young people received her with an appear­

ance of affection and regard which they had 

never shewn to her before, because they no_w 

remembered that she was the beloved pupil 

as well as friend of their mother. 

After breakfast, i\lrs. Neale had a conver­

sation of some length with l\fiss Seabright; 

in which she communicated to her many 

thi11gs which she thought might afford her 

assistance in the management of her grand­

daughters. l\leanwhile, the young people 

wandcre<l together in the shrubbery, or bu­

sied themselves in some little prcparafrrn, 

clinging to each other us sisters do when 

about to part. 
"What shall I do without you?" said 

Harriet: "you will have each othtr, but I 

shall have neither brother nor sister very 

soon; for George will go to Oxford in a few 
weeks." 

"But, after Cbristmas," said Selina, "you 
will have dear Arthur; and, when he is not 

with papa, he will be a delightful companion 

to you." 
"Poor papa!" :iaid IIarrict; "I lia\'e 
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sometimes thought, lately, that we have not 
been attentive enough to him, nor tried to 
supply, as we ought, the place of dear mam­
ma. Mamma was always studying how she 
could please him and make him happy, and 
I think we ought to try to do so too: a child's 
duty is not merely to do as it is bid." 

"What you say is very true," said Letitia; 
" and this will be an object for you when 
we are gone. And, besides, you will have 
grandmamma for a companion all day-and 
she is something like dear dear mamma; and 
you will have papa in an evening; and Ar­
thur will read to you. Then, when summer 
comes, we are to spend the midsummer holi­
days in the country with grandmamma." 

"0 ! bow delightful that will be!" said 
Selina, 

" In the mean time, dear Selina," conti­
nued Letitia, "let us try and improve our­
selves, and spend our time as dear mamma. 
would wish if she was alive." 

"\\'e have lost much time," said Selina: 
'' I hope we shall lose no more." 

"And if we spend the time well," sa~d 
!II 



134 FORl'tIS OF PRIDE j OR, 

Letitia, " we shall indeed have a happy 
meeting." 

" But let us rem em her, Letitia," said Har­

riet, "that we cannot spend our time well in 
our own strength." 

" I am sure," said Letitia, " we have rea­

son to remember that; for we are all too 

confident in our:,elves. Miss Seabright spoke 

very truly when she told us, that pride, in 
some shape or other, was the besetting sin of 

each of us." 

" Before we part,'' said Harriet, " let us 

say a prayer together, that we may be for­
given for all that is past, and enabled to do 

helter for the time to come; for, if we walk 
in the narrow way, whether we live or die, 

or whatever happens to us, as dear mamma 
used to say, it is all right.'' 

They immediately retired into their bed­

room; where, all klleeling together, Harriet 

selected a prayer suitable to the occasion, in 
which they joined with real earnestness, as 

sinful creatures, feeling their own weakness 

and need of divine forgiveness and support. 

They had scarcely risen from their knees, 
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and given each other a kiss of sisterly love, 
when they heard the voice of George calling 
them to come down stairs. They guessed it 
was the signal for the departure of Letitia 
and Selina, who, taking each an arm of Har­
riet, accompanied her down stairs. 

The ladies, with George, were all in the 
dining-room. Miss Seabright was standing 
up, prepared to set out. "I am sorry to 
hurry you, my dear young friends," said she; 
" but my time is precious." 

"And if we are to part," said Mrs. Neale, 
'' the sooner it i.5 over the better." 

" Come, <lo not make so serious an affair 
of it," said l\lrs. Milward, as Letitia and Se­
lina kissed their grandmamma with tears: 
"Christmas will soon be here. The leaves 
are already falling off the trees; and then 
brothers and si:iters will have a happy meet-
. ,, 
mg. 

l\Iiss Seabright took her leave of Mrs. 
Neale, and walked first into the hall. George 
accompanied her, to hand her into her car­
riage; and then slipped back, to separate 
each of his younger sisters from Harriet, on 
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whose arm they still leaned: and, as he bade 

them farewell, his countenance expressed not 

only brotherly affection, but a pleasant seme 

of approbation and satisfaction, which, if 
their dim sight would allow them to perceive, 

could not have failed to please. 

1\1 rs. l\Iil ward followed the young people 

into the hall, where she took her leave of 

them, and remained with George and Har­

riet watching the carriage till it was out of 

sight. George then gave his arm to Harriet, 

and led her int0 the shrubbery, intending to 

beguile with his society the hours till din­

ner, which he feared she might find hang 

heavily upon her hands. 

l\Irs. Mil ward returned to 1\lrs. Neale, 

who had not quitted the dining-room; and 

as she placed herself upon the sofa beside 

her, she said to her, "You have al most made 

a convert of me, my dear Madam: I begin 

to believe that the fruits of pride, let them 

bear what form they may, all spring frof!l an 

evil root.'' 
"And let me further add," said l\Irs. 

Neale, replying to her corrpamon with a 
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countenance of great benignity, u that from 
true Christian humility springs every thing 
that is good and excellent.--TVhatsoever 
things are true, wltatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 

are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso­

ever things are of good report; (Phil. iv. 8.) 
these are the fruits of true humility." 

L • 

THE END. 
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