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PREFAC}i: 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

An Apology may justly be deemed 
necessary for offering to the public a 

trifle of this kind, which indeed was 
not originally written with a view to 
publication, but solely intended for 
the amusement and instruction of an 
amiable and interesting youth, a 

private pupil of mine.-A friend, 
howeYer, who l appened to see it in 
manuscript before I presented it to 
my young eleve, urged me to print it. 
In complying with his desire I am 
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well aware, that, as a literary com­
position, this artless tale has little 
claim to praise : but, as a lesson to 
youth, it may perhaps prove useful; 
and on that utility alone I rest my 
hope that the parent or instructor 
of my juvenile reader will pardon 
its deficiency in other respects. As 
to the professed periodical critics, 
I have nothing to fear from them ; 
my humble production Jying too far 
he low the range of their artillery, 
which, like the bolts of Jove, only 
strikes more exalted objects. 

In certain parts of the narrative, 
which contain facts of some impor­
tance to natural history or philo­
sophy, the youthful reader will of 
course wish to know whether he reads 
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truth or fiction. I therefore assure 
him beforehand, that he will not, in 
any one of those passages, :find a 
single material fact related, which 
is not strictly true. I shall, in 
another place, make a few remarks 
on each subject; not .choosing here 
to anticipate. 

With respect to transatlantic hos­
pitality-in bestowing on it a line 
of incidental commendation, I have 
by no means out-stepped the bounds 
of truth*. On the contrary, the hos-

* I have only described it as I actually 
found it many years since.-Whether any 
change have since taken place for better or 
for worse, I leave to be told by those who 
have more recently visited the United States. 

October, 1823. 
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pitable disposition of the Americans 
justly merits much higher encomium, 
and from a happier pen than mine. 
It shines most eminently conspicu­
ous in the southern states of the 
Union, ,vhere any decently-dressed 
man may travel a thousand miles 
without ever entering an inn. In a 
tour which I made through a part of 
that extensive region, although I 
usually, and for very obvious rea­
sons, preferred to lodge at public 
inns ; yet, on two occasions, I was 
glad to avail myself of private hos­
pitality. - I shall here briefly notice 
one of them. 

In the western tract of Virginia, 
beyond the Blue Ridge of the Apa­
lachian mountains, in the month of 
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January, in deep snow, with a vio­
lent drifting wind, I lost my way in 
the woods between Martins burg and 
\Vin chester. 

After long and circuitous wan- · 
derings -after having fasted and 
ridden from breakfast-time till past 
sun-set- at length, instead of being 
reduced to sleep under a tree ( my 
]ast, my long, interminable sleep!) 
I fortunately arrived, about dark, 
at the plantation of Ignatius Perry, 
Esquire. As I approached the 
house, a negro can1e out to take my 
horse; and, while I was inquiring 
of him whether his master were 
at home, a young gentleman, about 
the age of twelYe or thirteen, made 
his appearance at the door, with 
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Mrs. Perry's con1plirnents, politely in­
viting n1e to dismount, and walk 
in. On my introduction to her, I ex­
plained the cause of my unpremedita­
ted visit, and was cordially welcomed. 

Though the family had dined some 
hours before, a hot dinner of four or 
five- dishes, fish, flesh, and fowl, was 
prepared for me with a degree of ex­
pedition, which could hardly have 
been surpassed, if they had been 
forewarned of my arrival. To keep 
me in countenance, covers ·were laid 
for Mrs. Perry, her son, and her 
daughters, who all sat down to 
table with me, and p'retended to eat. 
A smiling bowl of rich apple-toddy~, 

• A mixture of rum, water, and sugar, 
enriched with the soft pulp of roasted apples ,. . 
-with or without nutmeg. 
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followed by a glass of excellent Ma­

deira, comfortably diluted my hearty 

n1eal ; and the agreeable conversa­

tion of Mrs. Perry and her daughters 

-two sensible, pleasing young wo­

men, who, in those qualities, per­

fectly resembled their amiable mo­

ther-gave an additional zest to the 

entertainment. 
I was retiring to rest at an early 

hour, and in the act of wishing the 

family good night, when in came 

Mr. Perry, returned fro111 a journey 

or a visit. He saluted 1ne, not with 

formal distance, as a stranger drop­

ped from the clouds, but with easy 

familiarity, as if I had been an old 

acquaintance. On my repeating to 

him the cause of n1y appearance in 
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Lis parlour, he was '' l1appy that 
chance had directed me to his 

house, and hoped, that, in his ab­
sence, I had been entertained to 
1ny satisfaction." 

After some conversation with him, 
~ was now finally retiring· for the 
uight, and returning my thanks to 
the ladies and young gentleman for 
their hospitality and politeness, "as 
I should probably not have the 
pleasure of seeing them in the 
n1orning· ; it being my intention 
to start at an early hour for vVin­
chester :" - but l\ir. Perry inter­
rupted me, by observing, that, "when 
a gentleman did him the fi1vo1 
of sleeping under his roof, l1e 
alwaJs expected the pleasure of 
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his company at breakfast the next 

day." 
At breakfast, on my expressing a 

wish that a negro might be ordered 

to saddle n1y horse, " 'Tis Sunday," 

said Mr. Perry : " you can do no 

business in tovvn to-day. You 

shall sleep here to-night : Win­

chester is only six miles distant ; 

and you can, to-morrovv morn­

ing, reach it early enough for any 

business that you may have to 

transact." 
Before breakfast, hovvever, I had 

learned from 1\Iaster Perry-an in­

telligent, good-natured -south, and 

likely to prove an agreeable fellow­

traveller - that he was to return on 

the Sunday evening to the board-
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ing-school at Winchester, after the 
Christmas holidays ; in consequence 
of which information, I made a dif­
ferent arrangement with his father 
informing him that I should be glad 
to take advantage of the young gen­
tleman's guidance, for fear of again 
losing my way in the woods. 

At my departure with him after 
dinner, Mr. Perry politely " thanked 
me for the pleasure of my company, 
and hoped, that, if ever I should 
again pass through that part of 
the country, I would favor him 
,vith a visit.'' 

Such is Virginian hospitality­
with this exception, however, that 
there was not the smallest necessity 
for me to stand parleying- with the 
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negTo at the door. I might at once 
haYe comrnanded him to take my 
horse - have instantly alighted -
walked in without hesitation, and 
experienced precisely the same re­
ception - a reception, which neither 
ti me nor distance has yet been able 
to efface fron1 my grateful remem­
brance. 

JOHN CAREY. 
July J, I SOS. 

I-laving already had the gratifica­
tion of witnessing· three very nume­
rous editions of this simple but in­
structive tale, I now, again, for the 
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fourth time, commit it to the press, 
·with a well-founded hope that it 
1nay still continue to enjoy the public 
approbation. 

J. c. 
October l 5, 1823. 

, 



LEARNING 

BETTER THAN 

I-IOUSE AND LAND. 

IN Berkeley Square, some years 
since, lived Mr. Johnson, a gentle­
man of noble descent, of most re­
spectable connexions, and possess­
ing in Yorkshire a landed property, 

. which yielded to him a clear annual 
income of ten thousand pounds, be­
sides a seat in parliament for a bo­
rough belonging to the estate. . He 
had a son, named Henry, who, be-

e 
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ing his only child, engrossed all the 
care of his fondly affectionate fa­
ther and mother. No expense was 
spared on his education : masters of 
first-rate abilities ,vere employed to 
instruct him in every branch of 
knowledge requisite to make him a 
complete gentleman, and qualify him 
to shine at court and in parliament: 
and, besides the pains besto'\-ve<l 
on him by his different teachers, 
his parents also deYoted to his in­
struction and improYement eYery 
moment which they could spare 
fron1 the avocations unavoidably in­
cident to persons of their rank and 
fortune. 

i\faster IIarry was a lad of good 
natural talents : he possessed a clear 
under tanding·, a. he often proved 
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by the shrm,vd, sensible remarks 

which he occasionally made on the 

objects and transactions around hi1n. 
lie also had a retentive memory; for 

he could long and correctly remem­

ber any conversation or occurrence 

·which had particularly attracted his 

attention, or pleased his fancy. 

With such advantages from na­

ture, fortune, and parental care, it 
·was reasonable to expect that Ma­

ster Harry should have made a most 

rapid progress in his learning : and 

so he certainly would have done, 

but for one unfortunate circum­

stance. Like some other young 

gentlemen of that and the present 

time, l\laster IIarry had an uncon­

querable aversion to his books. The 

silly boy fooli shly imagined, that, 
c2 



16 
because he was born heir to an am­
ple estate, and was sure of a per­
manent seat in parliament, he had 
no occasion for learning, which he 
thought only fit for poor men, who 
earned their bread by teaching, or 
by writing books for the amusement 
of idle gentlemen. 

His parents and his teachers used 
every argument in their power, to 
convince him, that, without learn­
ing, he never could expect to shine 
as a gentleman; and that an illite­
rate man of fortune is not more re­
spected than his footman or his 
groom. But they talked to no pur­
pose: for Master Harry ,vas obsti­
nately determined not to learn ; and, 
though he betrayed no symptoms of 
sulkiness or ill-humonr at their ad-
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n1onitions, yet their ,,·ords were no 

sooner spoken than forgotten. So 

far was he from taking any pains to 

study his lessons in his book, that he 

,vould not even lend his ear to ad­

mit that knowledge which he might 

have acquired without the trouble 

of study, by on1y listening to the 

remarks that his teachers made to 

him. ,vhile they were vainly la­

boring to instruct him, his thoughts 

,vere wholly bent on toys and play ; 

and, whenever a question was put 

to him respecting his lesson, he an­

swered, at random, any nonsense 

that -first came into his head, with­

out caring what it was ; and plainly 

proved, by the preposterous absur­

dity of his replies, that he did not 

think it \\"Orth his while to attend to 
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a single word of what was said to 
him. So persevering· was he in his 
obstinate determination not to learn, 
that, at the end of twelve months 
from his entrance on the grammar, 
he either could not or would not 
even enumerate the parts of speech, 
or te11 the difference between a noun 
and a verb : and, during the sub­
sequent years, his progress was no 
better than might naturally have 
been expected from so unprom1s1n g 
a commencement. 

A sad young rogue he was, thus 
sinfully to waste his precious time, 
together with Jarge sums of his 
father's money, which might have 
been so much better employed in 
relieving the wants of his distressed 
fellow creatures : and such criminal 

me 
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conduct deserved, no doubt, to be 

severely punished. Let not us, how­

ever, be too hasty to inflict punish­

n1ent: for " vengeance is n1ine,'' 

says the Lord, " who willeth not 

the death of the sinner, but rather 

that he be converted, and live." To 

God, therefore: let us leave him­

only observing, that, while he was 

thus shamefully and wickedly squan­

dering his Yaluable days, and with 

cruel ingratitude wounding the hearts 

of his affectionate parents, who were 

grieved almost to distraction by 
his obstinate neglect of his studies, 

Mr. ,vilmore, a distant relative of 

the family, by the assistance of an 

ingenious attorney, discovered a flaw 

in l\1r. Johnson's title to the York­

shirc estate, and immediately com-
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menced a suit to wrest it from 
him. 

After a tedious and expcnsiYc pro­
cess in Chancery, which continued 
during several successive years, the 
property was finally adjudged to 
Mr. \Vilmore ; and Mr. Johnson 
lost, not only the possession, but, 
together with it, his scat also in the 
House of Commons : for, the par­
liament being dissolved about that 
time, and a new election ensuing, 
1\1r. vVilmore, now proprietor of 
the estate, was of course returned 
member for the borou

0
o·h bcloncrino· 

0 0 
to it. 

The expenses of the Chancery 
suit had dcYotued considerable sums 
of money ; so that .!\fr. Johnson, 
though c,·er accustomed Lo li·rc within 
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the bounds of his income, had but 

a very scanty supply of cash re­

maining in the hands of his banker 

at the time when he lost possession 

of the Yorkshire estate. Thus cir­

cumstanced, he felt himself extremely 

embarrassed, and was for some time 

unable to determine what course he 

should thenceforward pursue. But, 

while anxiously deliberating on the 

choice of a plan, and considering 

how he might best provide for the 

future subsistence and welfare of his 

son, an event occurred which ma­

terially influenced and hastened his 

determination. 
Some years before, he had become 

surety~ to a considerable amount, 

for Mr. Freeport, a merchant in the 

City, who was connected hy mar-
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riage with a distant branch of his 
family: and, to complete the mea­
sure of his calamities, l\lr. Freeport 
having lately been ruined by an un­
successful speculation in trade, that 

1 ' .... gent eman s crecntors now came up-· 
on l\Ir. Johnson, to recoYer the sun1 
for which he had passed his secu­
rity. The money in the hands of 
his banker, far from being adequate 
to meet this sudden and unexpected 

demand, "·as scarcciy sufficient to 
pay his own debts to his different 
tradesmen. Such a host of misfor­

tunes, all together crowding· : upon 
him as if by concert, \Yould have 
tempted a man of less integrity to 
disappoint his creditors, and aYoicl 
paying his debts: but ~ir. Johnson, 
being a gentleman of strict honor, 
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determined to satisfy eyery claim­

ant, even if absolute beggary were 

to be the consequence. For the ac­

complishment of that noble resolve, 

he was obliged to sell, not only his 

sheep and oxen in Yorkshire, but 

also his horses and his carriages, his 

plate and his costly furniture, toge­

ther with his elegant house in Berke­

ley Square. Even his wife's jewels 

,vere not spared : and, when all was 

sold, and every debt paid, he had 

exactly three hundred pounds re­

ma1n1ng. 
Three hundred pounds are but a 

scanty pittance: yet, to some men 

of abilities: they would prove a for­

tune, and would enable them, in a 

few years, to acquire considerable 

,yealth, and ride independent in 
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their carriages. Luckily, indeed, 

Mr. Johnson was not deficient in 

endowments, natural or acquired : 

besides being a very excellent scho­

lar, he had a remarkable taste for 

painting, with a happy talent for 

taking likenesses ; and had, for his 

amuse111ent, at different times, drawn 

portraits of all his intimate acquaint­

ance, which were much admired, 

not only by his friends, but even by 

professed artists, whom the spirit of 

rivalry would naturally render less 

disposed to flatter him. 

I-lad he offered his services to the 

public as a portrait-painter, there 

could haYe been no doubt of his ac­

quiring money sufficient to lh·e, if 

not in his former affluence and 

splendor, at least in very comfor-
2 
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table mediocrity. But he felt his 
pride so severely hurt at the idea 
of being employed for hire by those 
persons with whon1 he had formerly 
associated upon terms of equality, 
and even by his inferiors, that he 
could not brook the thought of 
making the attempt in England. 
Hearing, however, that portl'ait-paint­
ers were very scarce and very well 
paid in America, he resolved to seek 
refuge and employment in that distant 
quarter of the globe. 

A.ccordingly, he first provided 
himself with a sufficient stock of 
colors, pencils, and every other ar­
ticle requisite for the profession 
which he intended to embrace : he 
next set apart a sun1 to purchase 
sea-stores, ·pay his passage across 

D 



26 

the Atlantic, and leave in his pocket 

a few guineas for immediate use 

on his landing in America ; and, 

with the residue, he purchased an 

assortment of cutlery, from which 

he had been taught to expect a 

handsome profit on his arrival in 

Philadelphia; for which place he set 

sail, with his wife and son, about the 

end of May. 
'They commenced their voyag·e 

with a fair wind, and, for ten days, 

steadily pursued their due course. 

During that time, no event occur­

red worthy of notice, except the ap­

pearance of a beautiful phrenomenon, 

which is sometimes obsen·cd at sea, 

though rarely; for it rarely happens 

that the causes, which together com­

bine to give it existence, are found 
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to co-operate precisely within the 
sphere of the navigator's observation. 
On this occasion, they did co-ope­
rate. The wind blowing pretty fresh, 
and fr0111 the proper point, to throw 
the spray into an advantageous po­
sition - the sun shining extremely 
bright, and obliquely darting his rays 
on the bursting waves, in such di­
rection as to form, with the specta­
tor's eye) the exact angle requisite to 
produce the wondrous effect- innu­
merable small rainbows were seen at 
once starting forth to view ,and vanish­
ing, in rapid succession-an within 
a limited space in the quarter oppo­
sed to the sun-where the shovvcry 
spray of each wave, as tossed from its 
curling top by the wind, offered to 
the astonished sight the momentary 
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exhibition of a perfect rainbow, 

though of diminished size. The en­

joyment of this n1agnificent spectacle 

continued for a considerable time, 

until the sun had risen beyond acer­

tain altitude; when, his rays ceasing 

to form the proper angle on the spray, 

the watery mirror no longer reflected 

them in the same manner to the 

navigator's eye. 
A few days after this, a calm of 

some hours' continuance afforded an 

opportunity of trying a curious ex­

periment.-An empty quart bottle 

being closely corked, the cork and 

mouth were weH coated with pitch, 

and covered with a piece of strong· 

sail-cloth, tightly strained, and fast 

tied round the neck. This covering· 

being also pitched, the bottle was let 

of 
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down into the water, and, by means 
of a heavy leaden weight, sunk to the 
depth of about sixty fathoms. 
~ uring the preparations that were 

made for this experiment, some of 
the passengers asserted that the bot­
tle would be crushed to pieces by 
the irresistible pressure of the wa­
ter at so great a depth: others main­
tained that the roundness of its shape 
would enable it to resist the pressure. 
Mr. Johnson gave an opinion quite 
different from either, but was laughed 
at by both parties. At length, how­
ever, the bottle was drawn up; and, 
agreeably to l\1r. Johnson's predic­
tion, it came up safe, sound, and full 
of water. The water which it con, 
taincd was much cooler than that 

n 
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at the surface of the ocean ; the in­

fluence of the solar rays being· un­

able to penetrate to so great a depth. 

-The cork had been driven into 

the bottle ; though, to all appear­

ance, no human power could have 

forced it down in the open air, with­

out bursting the neck. The can­

vass, too, though so tightly strained 

and so securely bound, had been 

forced about half an inch down into 

the neck of the bottle : but the 

coating of pitch remained no-inju­

red, and betrayed not the smallest 

visible aperture, that could have 

been supposed to have admitted the 

water, which therefore n1ust have 

forced its vvay through the invisible 

pores of the pitch, as mercury, by 

' I• 
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the aid of the air-pump, is made to 
force its way through the pores of 
wood. 

Soon after this experiment, a fa­
vorable breeze sprang· up, which 
continued, without variation, for se­
veral days; and, after three ·weeks 
of prosperous navigation, Mr. John­
son had the pleasure of learning 
from the captain that the ship had 
no,v performed half her course, and 
that, if the wind continued equally 
propitious, he hoped, in three weeks 
more, to drop anchor in Delaware 
bay. Enlivened by this agreeable 
intelligence, and having, at that 
season of the year, every reason­
able prospect of lmppily termina­
ting his voyage, he indulged himself 
at dinner with an axtra glass fro1n 
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his scanty store of wine, allowed 

himself a similar indulgence at sup­

per, and, at a late hour, retired to 

rest, as happy and contented as a 

man in his circumstances could be 

supposed to be. 
Pleasing· dreams ensued.-I-Ie fan­

cied himself already settled in Phi­

]adelphia, and that he had just 

finished a portrait of General Wash­

ington, which gaYe universal satis­

faction, and induced the Congress 

to pass a resolution for en1ploying 

hin1 to draw likenesses of all the 

surviving 1nernbers of the old Con­

gress who had first voted the inde­

pendence of America. These pic­

tures, he thought, were intended to 

adorn the federal hall ; and a con­

siderable sum was voted for that 
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purpose. - Cheered by the prospect 
which now opened before him, he 
felt himself as happy at this moment, 
as at any former period in his whole 
]ife. Already, from the fancied pro­
fits of his new profession, he had 
ideally purchased, at a cheap rate, 
a princely extent of territory in the 
back country of Kentucky, which, 
in a few years, would by far out­
value his late possessions in York­
shire: already, in fond imagination, 
he saw his posterity members of Con­
gress, and one of them even a candi­
date for the presidency of the United 
States, with a strong· probability of 
success in his pursuit. 

But, in the midst of these pleasing 
delusions, he was suddenly roused 
from his slumbers before daJ-break, 
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by a tumultuous uproar, and the 

hasty trampling of feet over his 

head; ·when, starting instantly fron1 

his couch, and running up on deck, 

he heard several voices crying out 

that the vessel was sinking· ; and, by 

the light of the moon, which then 

shone very bright, he saw the crew 

preparing to hoist out the boats, 

and abandon the ship. 

Harry, too, having been disturbed 

by the noise, rose fron1 his bed: and 

followed his father to the deck ; 

·where, hearing of the danger to 

,vhich the vessel was exposed, he 

·was sorely terrified. 1-Ie shuddered 

at the idea of being devoured aliYe 

by sharks and other monsters of the 

deep: but he was still more afraid 

of what might befall him in the 

u! 

r. 
.. 



35 

other world after death. His per.­
verse and •Nanton waste of his time 
now rushed back in terrors upon 
his recollection ; and he dreaded 
the severest punishment from the 
wrath of God, who will demand a 
strict account of all our 1noments, 
and ·will reward or punish us ac­
cording as we have ,--rell or ill spent 
that time which he has allotted to 
us upon earth. I-le now woulu 
gladly have recalled those lost hours 
and days and years, that he might 
better employ them : but those hours 
and days and years were all irrevo­
cably fled, and had left hi111 nought 
behind, but stupid ig·norance and 
una\·ailing regret. 

As to his father, he was not alarm­
ed at the thoughts of death. IIe had 
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ever been a good and virtuous man : 
he had not to reproach himself with 
any crime; and the g'ood man, whose 
conscience is free from guilt, is not 
afraid of that grim phantom, Death, 
whom he considers only as the 
friendly usher who is to introduce 
him to the presence of his Almighty 
Father and Sovereign in a better 
world, where he is sure of being re­
warded for his meritorious deeds. 
If the transit fro1n this to the other 
life be sometimes painful, he knows 
that the pain unlocks the door to 
future joy ; and he resignedly sub­
mits to it, as the way-vvorn traveller, 
returning to his wished-for home, 
submits to the jolting and spatter­
ing of a rugg'ed, dirty road, and to 
all the inclemencies of the weather 
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-because he well knows, that, with-­

out reconciling himself to these ten1-­

porary inconvenience~, he cannot 

expect to enjoy those lasting plea­

sures which await him on his arri­

val. Perhaps even, aiter the cala­

mities that he had suffered, and the 

melancholy reverse which had taken 

place in his fortune, death 111ight 

have been 111ore vvelcome to l\lr. 

Johnson, than life ; though, with 

the resignation of a true Christian, 

he thought it his duty to acquiesce 

in the dispensations of heaven, and 

patiently to bear the burden of an 

irksome existence, as long as it 

should please the Almighty to pro­

tract its duration ; vvithout daring 

to rebel against his n1aker, and 

meanly to escape fron1 the pressure 
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of adversity by a cowardly act of 
suicide : for coward]y he deemed it, 
as well as impious, and ,vas often 
heard to repeat two excellent Jines 
of the pagan poet, Martial ; im~ 
porting,. that, when Fortune frowns, 
no great courage is shown in daring 
to die; but true courage consists in 
daring to live*. 

But, though not afraid of sim plo 
death, Mr. Johnson was shocked at 
the idea of being obliged to quit the 
sinking vessel, and com rnit himself, 
with a beloved wife and child, to a 
small boat, to row fifteen hundred 
n1iles on the dreary ocean, whether 

It Rebus in angustis facile est contemncre 

vi tam. 
Forriter ille facit, qui rni!Ser esse potest. 
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they directed their course for Eu­
rope or A.mcrica- or, at least, five 
or six hundred, if they steered for 
the Azores, or Western Islands, 
which ·were then the nearest land. 
The hardships of such a voyage, in 
an open boat, without a covering 
to shelter them from the wind or 
rain, or from the dashing of the At­
lantic waves, must have been dread­
ful he)1ond conception to a lady 
and a child so delicately reared as 
they had been, and accustome<l to 
cYery indulgence that wealth could 
procure. StiH more dreadful, how­
eYcr, was the idea, that, after having 
been tossed by contrary winds for 
several weeks, they might at last 
be reduced to the alternative of 
either perishincr hv hunO'er or cast-o .J O ' 
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ing lots, to determine which of the 

unfortunate sufferers should be kill­

ed, that the survivors might feed 

upon his flesh~ a dire alternative, 

to which hapless mariners ha Ye some­

times been driYen ! 
Such were the torturing· reflexions ~ 

·which now crowded upon Mr. 

Johnson's mind. Afraid, ho\.vever, 

of increasing the terror of his ·wifo 

and child, he n1astered his feelings 

on this trying occasion, and did 

not, by a single word or look, be~ 

tray the painful sensations which 

harrowed up his soul; but silently 

looked around him, obserYing e,,cry 

thing that was said or done, that 

he might the more clearly discover 

1hc true state of the case. 

On the deck stood the captain , 
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whose countenance displayed that 

cool determined courage \-vhich is 

the natural result of hubitual ac­

quaintance ,vith danger. Full oft, 

ami<l the uproar of Atlantic storms, 

he had, w_ith the eye of fancy, be~ 

held O'io-antic Death stridin°· oYcr 
~o o 

the tops of the mountain billows, 

and each moment threatening to 

invade his defenceless ship : but he 

had learned to behold him without 

a single sensation of unmanly ter­

ror: and, on the present occasion, 

he was seen calmly giYing his or­

ders to the tumultuous crew, and 

chiding then1 for their over-hasty 

alarm. lle consented to the boats 

being cleared, and put into a state 

of readinc"'s, but forbade them to be 

hoisted out. Tackles were accord-

.1:; J 
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ingly prepared; and the boats vrerc 

conYeniently slung·, to be ready for 

the last emergency ; after which, he 
ordered the carpenter, with all the 
hands who could be spared fron1 

the deck, to go down into the hold, 
and endeavour to detect the cause of 

the mischief. 
On examination, the danger <litl 

not appear so iinminent as had, in 
the first moments of terror, been 

apprehended : Jet it proved suffi­
ciently serious to alarm the boldest 

n1ariner on board. During tbe 
night, the end of a plank 111 tho 
fore part of the vessel had started 

from its fastenings ; and the wa­
ter was seen rushing with great Yio­
lencc thron°·h the openino· thotwh 0 b' t':' 

not in :md1 quantity as t~ threaten 

lffii1 
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immediate submersion. Upon this 

discovery, the captain instantly or­

dered a spare sail to be produced ; 

and, having directed a sufficient 

portion of it to be thickly covered 

with locks of oakum, hastily sewed 

on, and copiously smeared ·with 

tar, he caused it to be drawn down 

oYcr the chink, and secured with 

ropes passing under the ship's 

Lottom. This being done - the 

weight of the sea pressing against 

the sail as the yessel rnoved for­

ward, so far closed the aperture with 

the o,-...kum, that there was no longer 

any danger of the water corning in 

faster tht~n the crew could pump it 

out, provided they used due di­

ligence. 

That innate love of life, which 
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the .Almighty has, for a wise purpose, 
implanted in the heart of every 
animated being, spurred them on 
to make their utmost exertions : four 
men were incessantly employed at 
the pumps by day and by night, 
to keep the ship afloat: and, such 
critical emergencies admitting no 
distipction or respect of persons, 
l\'lr. Johnson and the other male 
passengers "ere obliged to take 
their turn ,Yith the common sailors 
at the laborious drudgery of work­
ing the pumps. 

.At length, after severe distress, 
fatigue, and alarm, the Ycssel safely 
anchored in the D2la ,, arc, and ~1 r. 
Johnson, with his family, landed at 
Philadelphia about the twentieth of 
J1.1ly. licrc he learned with plea-
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sure that his boxes of cutlery pro­

mised to prove a lucrative specu­

lation; and he soon found a. per­

son willing to purchase them at eYen 

a higher price than he had been 

taught to expect. What, therefore, 

must have been his feelings, when, 

eagerly hasting to unpack the 

boxes, he found their contents all 

damaged by · the salt ,vater which 

had made its way into the ship's 

hold, an~ 80 n1tlCh depreciated 1)y 

that unfortunate event, that, instead 

of gaining by the sale, he lost 

above t,vo thirds of the n1oncy 

which the goods had originally cost 

him ! 
In his circumstances, this was a 

scYcrc stroke; and it sorely preyed 

upon his spirits, vvhich were already 
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broken down, as well by his u1is­
fortunc in England, as by the fa­
tigue of pumpin~;, and the want of 
rest, during the latter half of the 
-voyag·e. Nor ,vas this the whole 
of his calamity: it ,Yas now the 
middle of the dog-days-the most 
dangerous time of the year for an 
unseasoned European to arrive in 
America. I-lad he deferred his 
,,oyage for a couple of n1onths, and 
contrived to land there after the 
1niddle or end of September, all 
n1ight yet have been well. But 
his eager impatience to escape from 
the insulting sneers of some of his 
former acquaintance, and the no 
less insulting pity of others, had 
urged him to accelerate his depar­
ture, ,vithout sufficiently consider-
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ing the effect.. of climate or sea­
son : and now, bodily fatigue and 
vexation of spirit being joined to 
the intolerable dog-day heat of a sul­
try clime, he was seised by a violent 
fever, which carried him off within a 

fortnight after his arrival. 
Happy for him was the transit 

from a ,vorld of woe to a world of 
bliss ; but not so for his widowed 
wife and orphan child, who111 he 
thus left helpless and friendless in 
a strange land. ~1rs. Johnson did 
not long stuYive hin1, but died of 
a broken heart in less than three 
n1onths from the <ln,y of his decease. 
After the loss on the sale of the 
cutlery, and the un-aYoidable ex­
penses of sickness, there remained 
little more money rn . 'Onng IIarry's 
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possession at the time of her death, 

than vvas sufficient to defray the 

charges of her funeral, eyen in that 

country, where neither mutes nor 

hearses nor 1uourning-coaches are 

seen in the funeral procession, but 

a sober, solen1n, un-cxpensive sim­

plicity characterises the last awful 

ceremony of consigning a departed 

friend to the grave. 

IIarry was now about fourteen 

Jears old, an almost penn1less 

stranger in a foreign land, deprived 

of the last friend to who1n he could 

have looked up for aid and protec­

tion. His grief for the Joss of so 

affectionate a mother ·would, un­

der any circumstances, have been 

great ; but, in his present condition, 

it was great beyond conception. 

nei 
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llaving accompanied her remains 
to the place of burial- on seeing 
the coffin let down into the grave, 
lw uttered a loud shriek of wild 
despair, which pierced the heart of 
every person present, and particu­
larly attracted the attention of the 
clergyman who was reading the fu­
neral sen·ice. 

Less boisterous, though not less 
sincere, was the grief of Dick I-Job­
son at the burial of his n1other. 
Dick was the son of Thomas llob­
son, ~Ir. Johnson's cow-herd on the 
Y ork~hi re estate-and was of near­
]y the same age as Master liarry, 
haYing been born about a month 
after him. Tv,,o years before Th'Ir. 
Johnson's departure fro1n England, 
Dick hacl witnessed the death of 

F 
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his mother, who, though a low­

brecl, ignorant peasant, had ne-vcr­

theless Leen to him a ten(lcr and 

affectionate parent. Dick lovecl 

her sincerely, sincerely regrcttccl 

her loss, and, when he attcncfoll 

her remains to the graYc, wept bit­

terly indeed, hut ,Yept in silence, 

,vithout uttering either a shriek or 

a ,Yord. Young as he was, ho had 

learned to consider death in its true 

light, as only a passage to a better 

"·orlcl : and, althoug·h he could not 

forbear to indulge his natural af­

fection for his mother by shedding 

a flood of tears ; yet the consolatory 

reflexion, that she was gone to rc­

cciYe the reward of her humble Yir­

tues in a place where she should 

never more experience poYcrt.y ot• 

t ,. 
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pain, restrained him from breaking 

out into any noisy exclamations of 

internperate grief. 
Such philosophic resignation, 

blended ·with such tender sensibi­

lity, ·would ha Ye done honor to 

the head and the heart of the best 

educated youth of his years : it was 

still more admirable in the son of 

~1i cow-herd. But, however mean 

his birth and condition, he had, by 

a fortunate and singular concur-

1·ence of events, been blcst with ad­

yantagcs in point of education, 

which rarely fall to the lot of per­

sons in his lowly sphere. Ilis fa­

ther, it is true, was an illiterate 

rustic, vd10 knew as little of read­

ing or writing as any one of the 

cows intrusted lo his care : uut he 
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was a sober, sensible, prudent man, 

affectionately attached to his son, 

and anxiously an1bitious to prornole 

the boy's ·welfare and adYanccrncnt 

in the world :-in short, Thomas 

IIobson ,vas, in eYery acceptation 

of the word, a Yery good father, 

who n1ight have served as a model 

to n1any fathers of much superior 

rank. Ignorant as he was himE:e1i~ 

he had heard so 1nuch of the ad­

yantages of learning, that he early 

detc!'mincd to give Dick as large 

a portion of it as he cou1d aff,H'd. 

Accordingly, as soon as tlic child 

had reached the age of fiyc scars, 

he sent him to the Yilla[2.·c school, ..... 

kept by ~'Ir. ·lV.ilson, to wlwm he 

pa-id three pence per week for hi~ 

education. 
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Inheriting his fathei'':-.i cli:sposition, 
and taught by his example, ])ick 
,vas careful, attentive, and diligent. 
Being fond of his book, he soon 
learned to spell and read, and made 
uncommonly rapid progress in his 
learning, insomuch that, before he 
,Yas seven years old, he could read 
the Common PraJer and lessons at 
church as fluently as the parish 
clerk, and correctly pronounce 
111any hard names in the Bible, 
·which might perhaps have puzzled 
even a better scholar than the pa­
rish clerk. In process of time, 
,·oung· Dick was tauo·ht writino· ...., 0 0 

and arithmetic; and so fond was he 
of handling his pen, that, whene,·er 
Le receiYcd a t1 itlin~· present from 
an\ ~{entlcman \Yho~c hor.~c he had ~ ~ 



54 

happened to hold, or for whom he 

had opened a gate, he invariably 

employed the rnoney in the purchase 

of paper, and amused himself with 

writing during his leisure hours at 

home. Before he was ten years old, 
~ . 

he had, besides a yariety of other 

pieces, copied out, in a fair hand, 

the entire history of Jo.~cph antl his 

brethren from the Biule, and that 

of \""fi'"hittington and his cat from a 

little penny book which his father 

had purchased for him at a fair. 

IIc was particularly delighted ·with 

\Vhittington's history, which show­

ed that even a beggar may some­

times, by attentive industry, raise 

himself from poYcrty to wealth 

and greatness. 
In atithmelic he made a remark-
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able proficiency, and, by the age of 
deYen, ·was perfoctly acl1uaintcd 
,vith all the common rules, inso­
nn1eh that l\f r. VVilson, his 1naster, 
"ras g·lad of his assistance in teach-<...; 

in°· the '-'Ouno·er bovs · in return e .; ::, .;, 
for which service, he now not only 
gave Dick gratuitous instruction, but 
paid extraordinary attention to his 
irnprc,·cmcn t. 

Fortunate was Dick in being 
placed under the care of such u 
man : for Mr. ,viison though a 
poor , ,illagc school-master, possess­
ed 1110rc knowledge than some 
teachers in great towns and cities ; 
and he took particular pleasure in 
communicating that kno,, ledge to 
':io apt a punil as Dick, "ho, in due 
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time, learned from hi1n all the rules 

of vulgar and decimal fractions, and 

becan1e a tolerable proficient in book­

keeping. 
Mr. ,vilson, moreover, seeing 

how fond the boy ,vas of reading, 

had lent to him, one after the other, 

every book in his little library, 

which consisted of abont forty YO­

lumes; and these Dick had read 

through with great avidity and at­

tention, carefully enriching his mind 

with their valuable contents. 

Forty volumes, ho-wever, ,vcrc far 

from sufficient to satisfy Dick's 

thirst of knowledge : and, as he 

approached the end of his career 

through lVIr. Wilson's library, he 

was often heard to express his re-

a, 
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grcL that his progress should so soon 
be stopped, for want of a further 
supply of books. 

But, luckily for Dick, an event 
occurred about this period, which, 
for a time, relieYed his mind fron1 
all anxiety on the subject of read ... 
ing. '\'Villian1 Brown, his maternal 
uncle, came to settle in his father's 
neighbourhood. Several years be­
f orc, Brown had enlisted in the 
army, as a common soldier ; and, 
being soon noticed by his officers 
as a sober, steady, orderly man, 
he had hopes given him of being 
raised to the rank of corporal, if he 
could but read and write. Poor 
Brown could do neither : but, un­
willing that his ignorance should 
prove a bar to his preferment ho 
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purchased instruction from one of 

his comrades, at the expen~e of 

occasionally doing duty for him, 

and cleaning his arms and accou­

trements. I-le thus attained the ob­

ject of his wishes, vvas in due time 

appointed corporal, and, having 

distinguished himself by his good 

conduct in the American war, was 

further promoted to the rank of 

setjeant. He had received some 

·wounds in the service, and, being 

now discharged on a pension, re­

turned to spend the remainder of 

his days in his natiYe village, car.# 

rying with him in the '"'·aggon a 

small trunk of books, which had 

been bequeathed to hi rn, togcthc1· 

,vith some clothes and money, by 

an officer of his re~·i mcnt, ,vho 
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died on board the ship on the pas­
sage home froin America, and whoso 
life he had formerly saved in battle, 
at the risk of his own. 

This trunk of books proved a 
treasure to Dick : his uncle allowed 
him the free use of them all ; and 
Dick eagerly availed himself of that 
indulgence. Nor did his good for­
tu.ne end here. His passion for 
learning ·was further gratified by 
1"1r. Penrose, a reduced gentleman, 
who came to board at a neighbour­
inQ: farm-house, and for whom he u 

occasionally went on errands to tho 
market-town, a few miles distant. 
That g·entleman had a small but 
\Yell chosen collection of books­
a circumstance, which eventually 
proyecl ath·antagcous to Dick : for, 
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Mr. Penrose-being highly pleased 

with the lad's cheerfulness and 

punctuality in executing his yari­

ous commissions, and having un­

derstood that he was fond of read­

ing-determined to indulge him in 

that respect, if he found that he 

could do it with safety. Accord­

ingly, as a trial, he first Ycnturecl 

to trust him with a Yohuuc of tri•­

fling value ; after which, on finding 

that the ·youth returned it within a 

reasonable time perfectly safe and 

clean, he lent hiin others in suc­

cession. Dick profited so well by 

this advantage, that, at the time of 

his mother's death, \Yhen he was 

only twelve years old, he was tole­

rably we11 acquainted \Yith hi::;tory 

and geography, haLl pretty accu-

I' n 
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rate notions of English grammar, 
and reasoned on relig·ious subjects 
with a correctness which could 
hardly haYe been expected at his 
age. llence that exemplary be-­
haviour at his n1other's funera1, 
which at once proved him to be an 
affectionate son, and a pious, ra­
tional Christian. 

Such was Dick, but considerably 
improYed, and still daily impro­
Ying, when, at the age of fourteen, 
he saw his father suddenly dismiss­
ed from his employment, in conse­
quence of 'Squire Johnson's losiug· 
the estate, and selling off the cattle 
to pay l1is debts. 

Old llobson, though sincerely 
grieYed for tho misfortune ,vhich 
lmd l.1efal1cn a 0 ·oud awl kind ma­:::, 
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ster, did not feel any great regret on 

his own or his son's account. They 

·were not left destitute: for Thomas, 

being· a sober economic man, had, 

partly from his own earnings and 

perquisites during a long series 

of years spent in 'Squire Johnson's 

scrYice, partly from his wife's earn­

ings and a couple of small legacies, 

contrived to save upwards of a hun­

dred pounds, which he kept care­

fully concealed under the hearth­

stone in his cottage, in solid, heaYy 

guineas. With that sum, he might 

haYe taken a small farm in the 

neighbourhood : but his brother-in­

law, Se1jeant Brown, had giYen 

him so pleasing an account of Ame-

1·ica-had so extolled the cheapness 

and fertility of the soil, and the 
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ease with which any man could 
there gain a comfortable subsistence, 
who \lvas at all able and ,villing 
to ·work-that he had long been 
determined to rcmoYe with his son 
to that inviting region, and only 
waited to add a few pounds n1ore 
to the hundred ·which he had already 
amassed. 

His sudden dismissal, ho\vcver, 
wrought a change in his intentions: 
he at once renounced the idea of 
stavinO' any lono·er in Eno-land to .J O O 0 

increase his \Yea1th, and resolYed 
not to try a new master, but to em­
bark for America by the first op­
portunity. Accordingly, having dis­
posed of his cottage with what lit­
tle furniture it contained, and care­
fully sewed up his guineas in the 

a2 
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Lack of his waistcoat, he set out 

on foot with his son Dick, and, after 

three days' rnarch, :.safely reached 

the town of llull, where he foun<l 

a Yessel preparing to sail for New 

York. 
!laving first agreed with the cap­

tain for his own and his son's passage 

in the steerage, and paid the price 

in advance, he next proceeded, 

agreeably to Seijeant Brown's di .. 

rcctions, to lay out the remainder 

of his n1oney ( with the reserve of 

only three guineas) in the purchase 

of such articles as he should himself 

huve occasion for in America, or 

might sell to ad,Tantage on his ar­

rival. Those three guineas, which 

he reserYcd, and still kept safo in 

the back oi his waistcoat, were in-
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tended as a provision against unf ore­
seen expenses on his ]anding, not 
for the purchase of sea-stores : for 
Thomas and his son-being, both, 
hale and hearty, and having been 
accustomed to hard living- did not 
require delicacies, but were content 
to live with the sailors on the con1-
mon ship's fare. 

The Yessel having taken in her 
cargo, and every thing being now 
ready, Thomas and his son em­
barked, and proceeded on their 
voyage, about a month previous to 
~'.Ir. Johnson·s departure from Eng­
]and. 

They had not been many days at 
sea, ·when a remarkable mortality be­
gan to p1 c \·aii among the fow]s which 
the cabin passengers had brought 
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on board, as prov1s1on for the voy­

age. But a circumstance, even 

1nore remarkable than the mortality 

itself, ,vas, that the fowls always 

died in the night; hardly a night 

passing, which did not witness the 

death of one or t\vo of their nun1ber. 

'\iVhen first these sudden deaths 

·were announced, the passengers, in. 

ilucnced by that disgust which En­

glishmen habitually harbour against 

the flesh of any creature that has 

died of old age or disease, ordered 

the <lead fowis to be thrown oYcr­

board: but the mate opportunely 

interposed to save them, observiug· 

to the gentlemen, that common sail­

ors were not over-nice in that re­

spect-- that even the Lkad fowls 

would be a. treaf to th" er '\\', a11Ll 
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the poor follows would be glad to 
eat the1n with their salt beef. Per­
mission was accordingly granted ; 
and, as a fowl or two died almost 
c\'ery uight, the " poor follows" 
had, almost e 'ery day, u f ow I or 
two for dinner; while the gentlemen 
in the cabin did not always a1low 
thcmschcs that indulgence, for fear 
of too rapidly consuming their 
stock, which was already beginning· 
to be Yery sensibly dimiuishetl by 
those nightly deaths, added to the 
daily consumption at the cabiu 
table. 

In this train matters proceeded 
for a fortnight. Various \\·ere the 
causes assigned 1or that un-account­
nL1e mortality ; \ 'Ut ious were the re. 
Ledie.: woposed ; hut 110 expedieut 
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could be devised, to check its pro­

gress. At the end of that time, 

however, Thomas Hobson discover­

ed both the cause and the cure. 

Jlaving accidentallv overheard the 
'---' .., 

conversation of two of the sailors, 

he clearly ]earned from it that tliey 

themselves designedly killed the 

fo,Yls during the night, with the 

certain expectation of feasting on 

them at dinner the next day, as they 

well knew from experience, that 

genteel cabin passengers "·ould 

never consent to taste a fo\.vl which 

they supposed to be tainted vrith 

disease: and the mate, it seems, 

was not only privy to the roguish 

scheme, but active, n1oreover, in 

promoting its success. 

Although Thomas \\ as a gainer 
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Ly this kna\'ish trick of the sailor~, 
who allowed him a share of the 
fowls at dinner; yet his strong sense 
of honest.y prompted hi111 to impart 
this discovery to the cabin passen­
gen;, who thereupon held a priYatc 
consultation, and formed a coun­
tcl'-schcme, to save the ren1ainder of 
their fowls fron1 those nocturnal 
doprcdators. 

Pursuant to their pre-concerteu 
plan-when next they ,verc inform­
ed that two had died during the 
nig·ht, " Gentlemen," said Mr. 
Green to his fellow passeng·ers, in 
the hearing of the crew, " it is welI 
known that the Chinese unscnt­
pulous]y feed on the flesh of ani­
umls that have died a uatura.l death ; 
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nor do we learn that any harm or 

inconYenience ensues from the use 

of such food. What does not poi­

son a Chinese, can hardly poison an 

Englishman : at all events, ]et us 

try : and, if we dislike the fowls 

·when cooked, let us throw them 

overboard ; for I cannot approYe 

the idea of suffering the honest tars 

to feed on what we should deem 

unwholesome for ourselves .... \Vhat 

say you, gentlemen 1" 
The proposal being unanimously 

applauded - the dead fowls being 

eaten in the cabin - and the sailors 

seeing that they no longer had any 

hope of deriYing advantage from 

their roguery - the nightly mor­

tality o.11 at once ceased ; and, from 
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that time forward, not another fowl 
died on the passage, except under 
the cook's knife. 

Some unthinking people, who 
have not proper notions of right 
and wrong, would consider Thomas 
1-Iobson as a fool, for making a 
disclosure, by which he was him~ 
self likely to be a loser. But Tho­
mas, though an illiterate peasant, 
had more correct ideas on the sn b­
ject, than they : for he had, even 
from his childhood, been punctu­
ally regular in joining the congre­
gation at church on Sundays, and 
had carefully attended to the sound 
practical doctrine preached by a 
truly pious and sensible pastor. 
Taught by that worthy man, and 
further confirmed in his opinion by 
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tho8c moral and religions hooks 
'-· 

which his son had been useJ to rcacl 

to him at leisure hour~, he rightly 

considered, that, vvhethcr we lose 

or gain by honest upright condnct, 

it is our incumbent duty to pursue 

it at all events : and he \Yas fre­

quently heard to say, that, although 

knaYery may smnethnes thriYe for 

a while, yet, in the main, honesty 

is the safest policy, and wiil always 

succeed best in the end. 

So indeed it happened on this oc­

casion: for the cabin passenger:-:, in 

grateful acknowledgement of }lob.­

son's disinterested integrity, every 

day took care to Rc1irl to him from 

tbci r own table a plntc of some• 

1hino· mnch l,cttcr Lb:1n the com-
...... ' 
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to punish the mate for his criminal 

connivance at the sailors' roguery, 

and the deception he had practised 

on themselves by his insidious sug­

gestion respecting the disposal of 

the dead fowls, they never once, 

during the remainder of the voyage, 

treated him vvith a single glass of 

their wines or liqueurs, or imparted 

to him the smallest share of their 

fowls, or other delicacies. 
While he and his nightly ravagers 

of the hen-coop were silently grie­

ving for the loss of their wonted 

regales at the passengers' expense, a 

ravager of a different species ma,le 

his appearance. - " A shark ! a 

shark!" cried one of the 1nen upon 

,vatch - " 1\.. shark ! a shark t" 
echoed from every part of the ship ; 

11 
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and, in an instant, the passengers 

were all upon deck, to view the for­

midable foe. 

At a small distance astern, he 

steadily followed the Yessel, and 

seemed :fierce]y to eye his beholders, 

as if indignant that he could not 

spring· out of the ·water, to seise his 

prey on the very deck. But he 

]ittlc knew that he ,vas himself in 

greater danger than they - little 

knew the immense superiority which 

Goel has given to the human spe­

cies over every other class of ani­

n1ated nature - a superiority re­

sulting fron1 that inestimable gift, 

the inteJlectual faculty, which en­

ables feeble diminutive man to sub­

d ne the largest, the strongest, the 

fkrce;'t, of the brut.c cr0ation. 
lJ 
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Preparations were speedily n1ade 
to catch the monster. Connected 
with a strong line by four or five 
feet of iron chain, a large hook, 
baited with a couple of pounds of 
salt pork, was thrown out into the 
waves. It had not long floated in 
the water, till the shark, slowly 
turning up his breast, and bending 
back his head, wide opened his ca­
pacious jaws, and quickly closed · 
thetn on the buit. The men who 
had charge of the line, being un-ex­
pericnced in shark .. catching, pulled 
the rope before he had completely 
gulped down the pork : the hook 
tore his jaw: his blood was seen to 
tinge the \Vaters: but the felon him­
self was not taken. 

I I ad this ravager possessed the 
n2 
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sagacity of a dog or a cat, or even 

of an ass, all might yet have been 

·well with him, and he might have 

escaped at the expense of that la­

ceration and loss of blood. But 

·wisely and mercifu1Jy has the Al­

n1ighty ordained, that the most de­

structive animals should be defici .. 

ent in some quality which would 

render them too surely, too exten­

sively destructive - should be sway­

ed by some propensity, or checked 

by some incapacity, which either 

throws them into the power of man, 

or at least enables man and other 

creatures to elude their rapacious 

fury. 
The effect of that wise dispensa-­

tion was clearly shown by th~ shark 

in question. - On receiving the 

r, 
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wound, he shook his head, wagged 

his tail~ turned away fro111 the ship, 

and for a while seemed <lisposed to 

1·cnounce the hope of prey. But 

this disposition did not long con, .. 

tinue : for, before he had retreated 

from the navigators' sight, h0 again 

turned to the vessel, again followcll 

it, first at some distance, then, 

111orc nearly approaching, again 

rushed on the bait. Again he ·was 

wounded : again he escaped as be­
fore ; and, after a repetition of the 

san1c procedure on his part, the 

same thing happened a third time. 

Three times was he hooked and la­

cerated; three times was his blooll 

distinctly seen to flow: yet so gree­

dy was his rapacity, so gross his 

stupidity, that, even after those rc-
u 3 
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peated and painful admonitions, he 

could not consent to relinquish the 

tempting lure. 

On the third failure, a passenger, 

who had never before seen a shark, 

and who was almost frantic with 

disappointed impatience, ran to 

the captain, ·who had retired to 

·write in the cabin during that quiet 

interval of leisure and silence ·which 

the general absence of the passen­

gers afforded him. I-le now inter­

rupted his ,Yriting, and quickly re­

paired to the quarter-deck, to su­

perintend the operations. 

A fourth time the monster snatch­

ed at the bait; ·when, instead of 

hastily puJling the rope as before, 

the sailors were now directed to 

g1Ye out plenty of line. On swal--

,. 
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lowing the meat, the shark in­
stantly turned tail upon the ves­
sel, and was deliberately sailing 
off-little aware of what was short­
ly to ensue. When he had reached 
the full extent of the line, the sud­
den shock of resistance fastened the 
hook deep into his maw, and, with 
a rapid jerk, forcibly whirled hin1 
round. The felon was now inex­
tricably secured : but it would have 
been too dangerous to have imme­
diately taken him on board the 
vessel. He was suffered to hang on 
the hook; and, in spite of his angry 
efforts to bite asunder the iron chain, 
he was reluctantly dragged along, 
plunging and writhing in agony, un ... 
til his strength was in some degree 
exhausted by his un-availing strug­
gles . 
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\iVhcn at length it was deemed 

safe to drag the captive on board, 

the line was pulled in, and he was 

hauled to the ship's side: then, 

a running noose being dextrously 

placed round his throat, and another 

round his body - and the other end 

of each rope being· passed through 

a block ( or pulley) at the yard-arm 

- his own weight drawing the 

nooses tight, he was hoisted out of 

his native element, while a suf­

ficient number of men, properly 

armed for his reception, stood post­

ed on the 1nain deck, but at cau­

tious distance. '1""/hen lowered 

upon deck, they all to~·ether rushed 

on him with boat-hooks and spears, 

and, overpowering his furious resis­

tance, pinned him down to the 

board, thougl1 not without exposing 

• j, 
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themselves to danger in their first 
onset. 

When a shark is thus secured, it 
is customary to rip him open, and 
examine the contents of his maw. 

In the present case, that bloody 
operation was duly performed ; 
and, during its performance, the 
agonised monster n1ade violent and 
convulsive struggles to liberate 
himself from confinement, and 
wreak his Yengeance on his tor­
turers. "\iVith the lashing of his 
tail on the deck, he made the ship 
resound ; and, while his eyes seem­
ed starting· from his head with 
rage, he made repeated efforts to 
heave himself up, and tear the per­
sons nearest to hi111 -wide stretch­
ing bis terrific jaws, and displaying 
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five rows of strong shaip teeth -

each. shaped like a surgeon's lancet, 

and n1inute]y notched along the 

edges, like a fine saw- \vhich were 

seen springing up for action as he 

opened his mouth, and again falling 

flat upon the gums as he closed it. 

Armed with such destructive 

teeth, and endued with prodigious 

111uscular power in the jaws, no 

·wonder that the shark can bite off 

a 1nan's ]eg or thigh with as great 

ease (if the reader will excuse the 

comparison) as a cow can bite a 

carrot. But, confined as he now 

,vas, neither his teeth nor his mus­

cular powers aught availed him. 

IIis maw was opened an<l examined ; 

and the :first objects, which there 

presented themselves to viC\v, e _:-

lt· 
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hibited a convincing proof that the 
shark docs not chew his fbod, 
but gulps it down in great solid 

· mouthfuls, like those voracious 
clowns in some pa11ts of England, 
who bolt do·wn their bacon in large 
gobbets, without employing their 
teeth. 

Those objects-exclusive of the 
bait, for which he paid his forfeit 
life- were hro other pieces of pork, 
each about the sa1ne size as that 
which our navigators had success­
fu1ly used in decoying him to his 
doom. Of these, the one ,vas per­
fectly sound and un-injured : the 
other, though slightly aff ectcd on 
the surf ace by tho di gos ti ,·e powers 
of tho stomach, stilJ retained its ori­
n·inal form anu solid it.v ; arnl both ~ ~ -
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together furnished unquestionable 

eYidence that they had not under­

gone the process of mastication. 

Besides these, another object was 

discovered- a gold watch, with its 

chain and seals. -Though it appear­

ed, on examination, that the works 

of the watch had been 111atcrially 

impaired by lying· a considerable 

time in the shark's maw; yet the 

nun1ber and maker's name were 

still perfectly legible : and, exclu­

sive of these evidences, the owner's 

name on the gold case, with his ci­

pher and crest on the seals~ would 

haYe been more than sufficient to 

lead to a discovery. According·ly, 

it was soon recognised by a gentle­

man on board, as the identical 

watch, that he himself, about two 



::-:__ -­
;;....::..;.;:~-- J 



I• 

1~ 

To 

Lll 

·~ l.e\' 

l'1ey 
. ' 
p,,,J 

:, 



85 
years before, had given to his only 
son, a promising· Jouth of eighteen, 
then setting out on a "\Vest-India 
voyage, in which he unfortunately 
fell overboard, and was drowned. 

The shock, which the hapless pa­
rent rcceiYed on this heart-rending 
recognition, may more easily be 
conceived than described. EYen 
the rough sailors sympathised with 
him ; and their sympathy for him 
rendered them perhaps more alert 
and active in consnm1nating the 
execution of the shark. 

After the examination of his maw, 
they chopped off his head, which 
they kept, for the purpose of strip­
ping and drying the jaws, to be pre­
served as a curiosity. A .. nd now, 
agreeably to the usual practice of na .. 

I 
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vigators, the cook- a West-Indian 

ncgro- was preparing to cut off a 

piece of a few pounds near the tail 

for the captain's table, and a much 

larger piece toward the middle for 

the sLip's crew: but so great was 

the disgust and abhorrence of every 

white 111an on board to feed upon 

a monster which had evidently de­

voured one of their fellow men, that 

eYen the comn1on sailors unani­

mously cried out to have the car­

case thrown overboard. Otherwise, 

though coarse and rank, they would 

have made a hearty meal of it, and 

been as highly pleased to catch a 

shark every day, as are the Portu­

guese fishermen, who readily find 

purchasers for shark's flesh, as an 

article of food. 

:ul 
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Severe and painful as was the 

execution of the shark, that mer­
ciless destroyer may perhaps be 
thought to have justly deserved it. 
But, in the eye of the all-just 
Creator, who, with impartial care, 
equally ·watches over the welfare of 
all his creatures, such punishment 
would, no dou ht, appear highly 
criminal, if inflicted on a poor hann­

less porpoise - which, far from be­
ing an enemy to man, may rather 
be considered as a friend to naviga­
tors, to whom, by his appearance, he 
gives notice of approaching· storms; 
and, on such occasions, by steering 
his course direct before the wind, 
marks the precise point of heaven 
whence the tempest is preparing to 
sal)y forth. 

12 
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One day, whi]e the ship was saiJ.. 

ing right before a fresh breeze at 

the rate of full ten miles an hour, a 

party of those sporti Ye creatures 

came to play their frolicsome gam­

bols ,vithin sight. They crossed 

close under her bows - darted off to 

the ri£d1t as far as the eye could 
~ 

~ 

trace them -then, suddenly wheel-

ing, again crossed her course·­

scudded as far to the left- and thus 

accompanied her during two or 

three hours, continua1ly crossrng· 

and re-crossing, vvhile the ship still 

pursued her rapid way at the same 

unYarying· rate. 

An observant passenger, who had 

stood near two hours on the fore­

castle to watch their motions - con­

siucring, that, notwithstanding their 
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Joi~g zig-zag deviations to the rig·ht 
and left, they still kept a-head of 
the vessel-declared his firin belief 
that they n1ust have sailed at least 
thirty or forty n1iles an hour. Whe­
ther or not that gentleman ·was 
1nistaken in his calculation - for it 
is utterly impossible to ascertain 
the point in question - nwst cer­
tain it is, that no terrestrial animal 
can at all equal the velocity of 
their course - nor any other :fish, 
with which n1an is acquainted. 
,vith strict propriety, therefore, 
has the ingenious l\:Ir. Falconer, 
in his e1cgant poen1 of the " Ship­
wreck," characterised the porpoises 
as 

"the fleetest comscrs of the finny race." 

CANTO 2, 217. 
13 



uo 
But their fleetness does not al­

ways secure them against the n1a­

chinations of man, the universal ty­

rant of the brute creation. On the 

present occasion, some of the pas­

sengers having testified a wish to 

see one of them caught, the cap­

tain undertook to gratify then1 by 

striking· one with a harpoon - the 

only mode, he said, of taking them, 

as he had never known a porpoise 

to catch at a bait of any kind. 

The captain was a tall, muscular 

n1an, full six foet high - broad­

built, robust, and powerful, in pro­

portion to his size - and likewise a 
good marksman. For the execu­

tion of his purpose, he took his sta­

tion at the bow, brandishing a 

barbed spear, or single-prong·ed 

--
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harpoon, with a long shaft - not 

intended as a missile, but to be 

u~ed as a hand-weapon. With this, 

exerting his utmost strength, he 

n1ade a down-\vard thrust at one of 

the poor harmless creatures, which 

had incautiously ventured too near 

the ship: and, with un-erring aim, 

he inflicted on him a deep wound, as 

the sequel unquestionably proved. 

The porpoise, however, escaped 

- haying, by a sudden convulsive 

jerk, extricated himself from the 

barbed point of the spear. Yet he 

escaped not "'' ithout loss in addition 

to the wound : for, when the wea­

pon was drawn up, a piece of his 

entrails was seen sticking on the 

barbs. And such was the force 

with which he had darted aside on 

receiving the strok~ that it had 



r,2 

considerably bent tho round iron 
shank of the harpoon, though it was 
perhaps three quarters of an inch 
in diameter. 

If the poor unfortunate porpoise 
had little reason to congTatulate ....., 
himself on his acquaintance lrith 
man, the captain had as litt1c rea­
son to boast of his exploit: for the 
shock, given by the ·wounded ani­
n1al in that convulsive jerk, so 
jarred his arn1 and shoulder, that, 
for near a week, he could hardly lift 
his hand to his head without a sen­
sation of pain - though not Yery 
violent or alarming, yet sufficient 
to revive an unpleasing recollection 
of the unprovoked and wanton ag­
gression Yvhich he had made upon a 
poor un-ofl'ending porpoise. 

No other remarkable event oc-

(., 

0' 

s 



93 

curred to our voyagers during their 
passage across the Atlantic. Plea­
sant and propitious gales securely 
,yafted them over the broad bosom 
of the unfathomable deep, where 
neither rock nor shoal threatens the 
unwary mariner with shipwreck; 
and so fo.vora ble was the weather, 
that the captain disdained to adopt 
the cautious conduct of more timid 
commanders in uniformly slacken­
ing sail at the close of day, but 
boldly pursued his course by night 
under L11l-sprcad canvass ; so that, 
after a prosperous run of tvventy-one 
days, they had come into soundings 
on the .._1-\.merican coast. 

Soon were their eyes feasted with 
a sight of the wished.for shore; and, 
at no great distance, the heights of 
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New York rose to their view. 1.1.l­
ready, in fond anticipation, they 
enjoyed the exquisite pleasure of 
rest and refreshment on solid ground, 
and were now steering direct for 
the harbour, when a Si.ldden squall 
un-expectcdly made a furious attack 
upon their vessel, and, in spite of 
aJI the efforts of a skilful pilot se­
conded by a hardy and vigorous 
ere iv, drove her on shore upon the 
point of Long-Island, where she 
was soon beaten to pieces by the 
violence of the waves. 

The crew and passengers with dif­
ficulty effected their escape frorn 
the wreck, in the long-boat and 
yavd; the former of ·which, after 
buffeting the boisterous billows for 
a considerable time, at length safely 

t ' 
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reached the island about sun-set; 

and, by the successful exertions of 

the islanders, the shipwrecked suf­

ferers ,vere rescued from a ,vaterv ., 

grave. As to those in the yawl-just 

as they were on the point of gaining 

the beach, and a sailor had his hand 

outstretched to seisc the end of a 

rope humanely thrown forward to 

thein by a person on shore, a moun­

tain surge, bursting oYer her, 

·whelmed her in the deep ; and every 

indiYidual on board ·was swallo,yed 

up by the merciless waYcs. 

Among the persons thus sunk in 

untimely death, was Thomas Hob­

son. His son Dick was among the 

surYivors: for, in the hurry and con­

fusion inseparable frotn such di­

stressful scenes, Dick had instinc-
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tively jumped into the long-boat, 
and thus escaped a participation of 
his father's fate. To al1 appear­
ance, however, it vvould have been 
a much more fortunate event for 
Dick} if he had accompanied his pa­
rent to the other world : for here 
the poor fellow now stood on a 
foreign shore, unkno"ving and un­
known - suc.denJy deprived of a 
good and kind father, and no longer 
possessing any property under hea­
ven, except the wet clothes on his 
back, and five shillings in his pocket, 
which he had recei red that morning 
from 1\1 r. Nicols, one of the cabin 
passengers, as a remuneration for 
some little services which he liad 
occasionally performed for that gen­
tleman during the voyage. 

be 
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Thus destitute as he was left in a 
strange land, the prospect before 
him was dismal in the extren1e : but 
his grief for the untimely death of 
his father prevented him from yet 
besto-wing a thought on his ovvn 
n1isfortune. I-le suffered himself to 
be dragged fron1 the spot by his 
companions in distress, whom the 
farmers of the vicinity, with that 
frank and generous hospitality for 
which the Americans are remark­
able, had invited to take shelter in 
their houses. By these good men 
the unfortunate sufferers Yrerc fur­
nished with dry clothes, comfortably 
lodg·ed and entertained for the 
night; and, the next morning·, after 
a hearty breakfast of coffee, eggs, 
sansa 0·es, dried fish, and smoked 

1· 
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venison, they \Vere conducted by 

their hosts to the landing-place, 

"vhence they crossed the ferry from 

Long-Island to New York. 

Previous to his departure froin 

the island, Dick had related his 

story to his hospitable entertainer, 

who directed him to a cheap lod­

ging in the city, and advised hin1 

how to proceed. Agreeably to the 

farmer's directions, immediately on 

Dick's arrival in New York, his first 

care was to inquire for the printing­

oflice, and put an advertisement 

into the newspaper, offering his 

services as under clerk to any mer­

chant 01 shop-keeper; and, e,'en 

in the outset of the business, Dick 

,vas very fortunate; for the printer, 

understanding· that he was a poor 

3 

' 

,. 
u, 

J 1 



a 

u 

. 
' • 

r, 
or 

99 

shipwrecked orphan, generously 

refused to accept the quarter-dollar 

·which he n1ust otherwise have paid 

for the advertisement. Pleased with 

this first instance of good fortune, 

Dick next sought the lodging-house 

to which he had been directed : and, 

as he had made so substantial a 

breakfast on Long-Island, he al­

lowed himself no dinner, but fasted 

during the remainder of the day, 

with the ,1iew of economising his 

five shillings, and spinning out that 

scanty supply to the utmost length. 

At night he indulged himself with a 

light and un-expcnsivc meal - the 

half of a penny loaf, and a draught 

of water; and, putting his trust in 

God, to whom he regularly ad­

dressed his p1·ayers 1norning and 

K2 
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cvcnrng, he retired to his humble 
couch, but not to sleep. I!is mind 
was too seriously cccupiecl by the 
hm.Tors of his present forlorn con­
dition ; and, hoi:reYer firm his con­
fidence in the almighty goodness, 
however perfect his resignation to 
the divine will, he could not banish 
from his bosom the feelings of hu­
man nature. Bewildered in doubt 
and uncertainty - agitated by al­
ternate hopes and fears -he anxi .. 
ously awaited the return of day, to 
see whether his acl-rertiscrnent had 
produced any effect. 

At eight o'clock the next morn­
ing, he repaired to the printing­
office, but had the morLification to 
fin<l that no inquiry had yet bcca 
n1adc concerning him. The print-
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er., however, afforded him a tem­
porary consolation, by informing 
him that he was con1e too early -
that the public had not yet had time 
to read the paper - but that, if he 
would call again after the lapse of 
two or three hours, perhaps he 
n1ight then hear of something in his 
favor. 

To poor Dick, that interval was 
an age. To fill up the time, he 
walked about the streets, and down 
by the water-side, admiring the 
noble and convenient wharfs, as 
well as the ease and regularity with 
which he saw numerous ships laden 
and unladen, without the smallest 
confusion or interference with each 
other. Attentive., however, as he 
was to these novel and interesting 

K3 
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objects, he did not forget to watch 
the striking of the clock, but, pre­
cisely at ten, retnrned to the print­
ing-office, without having yet bro­
ken his fast; for, although his walk 

'-' 

by the water-side had whetted his 
appetite, which was naturally keen, 
and needed no provocative - and 
although, in his perambulation of 
the streets, he had passed the Ycry 
door of his lodging- he had nGt 
ventured to touch the remaiuing 
half of his penny loaf, which he 
cautiously reserved to furnish hi5 
dinner- the on;y n1eal that he in­
tended to aUow himself that day. 

His second inquiry at the print­
ing-office was producth·c of joy be-­
yond expression: for he now learn­
ed that a note had been left about , 
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five minutes before, desiring the ad­
Yertiser to call upon Mr. Harvey, 
an opulent merchant, whose place 
of abode was pointed out in the 
note. 

Elate with this prospect of success, 
Dick ran, or rather fle·w, to the ap­
pointed place, but soon had the 
n1ortification to obserYe, that, on 
his very first appearance, the mean­
ness of bis dress, and the foulness 
of his linen, seemed ( as )10 conjec­
tured) to make an unfavorable im-­
pression upon l\Jr. Haryey's mind. 
Nor was Dick mistaken in his con­
jecture: for i\Jr. Ilarvey did, indeed, 
at first, suppose that he certainly 
111ust be some graceless, worthless 
:vagabond, or that he would other­
:wise be more decently dressed : and . 
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this idea had naturally caused him 
to view the poor fellow with un­

friendly eye at the 1noment of his 
entrance. Being, however, a bu-­
mane and considerate man, he de­
termined not to be too hasty in 
condemning him at first sight, but 
to inquire who he was, and whence 
he came. 

On learning the particulars of 
Dick's story, Mr. I--Iarvey at once 
overlooked the circumstance of his 
dress, and, with great good-humour, 
proceeded to exan1ine how far he 
was qualified to act in the capacity 
in which he wished to be employed. 
Dick instantly g·ave him a specimen 
of his vvriting, and had the exqui­
site gratification of hearing Mr. 
Harvey declare that it pleased him 
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very ·well. - Some difficult ques­
tions in arithmetic were next pro­
posed; and Dick, with the greatest 
ease and precision, solved them all 
to the 1nerchant's entire satisfac­
tion. 

Mr. Harvey was, on the whole, 
very well pleased with the lad, and, 
pitying his distressed condition, 
·would have been very wi11ing to 
employ him ; but to this there ex­
isted one n1aterial objection. To 
employ a stranger without character 
or recommendation, would have 
been highly imprudent. I-le men­
tioned this circumstance to Dick, 
and asked him whether he could 

. , name any person in America who 
knew any thing of him, or could 
speak a word in his favor. -Poor 
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Dick, with a bursting heart, arid 

the tears read v to start from his ., 

eyes, ingenuously acknowledged, 

that, except the captain and the 

surviving part of the passengers and 

crew who had been shipwrecked 

·with him, there was not a human 

being in all America, who knew any 

thing concerning him. 

"'\tVell !" replied lVIr. Harvey, '' I 

,vill hear what they say. This n1orn­

ing I shall see the captain at the ex­

change ; and I know where to find 

some of the passengers. I shall 

have some conversation with then1 ; 

and you may return again in the 

evening. Meantime, as you are, 

no doubt, in want of money for ne­

cessaries, I mu willing to accom­

modate 10n with a small sum. 
~ 

H 



107 

I-lcre," added he, putting his hand 

into his pocket, and pulling out a 

doubloon - "here, n1y good lad, 

take this, to purchase whatever you 

most stand in need of for the pre­

sent." 
Dick thanked him in terms of 

warmest gratitude for his generous 

offer, but declared that he was un­

willing to contract debts; until he 

should see a probability of being 

able to repay thcn1. - This answer 

highly pleased the 1nerchant, and 

inspired him with a very favorable 

opinion of Dick's prudence and ho­

nesty, insomuch that, even before 

he saw the captain or passengers, he 

,vas almost determined to employ 

him. He, however, n1ade inquiries 

of them in the course of the morn-
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ing, and was so perfectly satisfied 
with the account which they una-­
nimously gave of Dick's good be­
haviour on board the vessel, that he 
returned home to dinner with the 
fixed resolution of engaging the lad 
as his clerk that Yery day. 

Before Dick's return, howeYer, an 
occurrence took place, which pro­
duced a material change in Mr. 
I-Jarvey, - quite ruffled his temper, 
and banished that cheerful good­
humour with which he had entered 
his house.-Had Dick been aware 
of this circumstance, he would, no 
doubt, have made his visit an hour 
or two later: for, young and un-ex­
perienced as he was, he nevertheless 
knew that the hour of ill-humour 
is not the honr for conferring fa .. 

M.. 
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vors. But chance so directed mat .. 
ters, that poor ])ick came to the 
door at the critical n1oment when 
Mr. Harvey was in his very worst 
mood. 

As, with throbbing heart, he en­
tered the house, the first object that 
pre8ented itself to his Yiew, was l\1r. 
Harvey, whose flushed cheeks and 
lnitted brows immediately caught 
the youth's attention. Not n1ore 
terrified is the defenceless lamb at 
sight of the angry lion, than was 
Dick at the sight of Mr. Harvey-­
so altered from what he had seen 
him a few hours before! -A simple 
refusal he could have borne, though 
not without sore regret, -yet with a 
tolerable share of patience and re­
signation: but, for such a storm of 

L 
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un- expected anger as he now saw 
ready to burst upon his head) he 
was wholly unprepared. l~rorn tlw 
friendly mildness and ]iberality of 
Mr. llarvey's behaviour to him in 
the forenoon, he had e,·ery reason 
to expect at least a civil and quiet 
reception, whatcYer the final result 
might be : - ho,v severe, then, the 
shock which he felt, when~ by a 
sudden and un-accountabfe reverse, 
he now saw that gcnticrna 1's frowns 
an~l agitation threaten him with a 
harE<;h and stern refusal ! ll is hope. 
and his fortitude at once forscoJ· 
J1im: his heart shrunk within l1is 
hosom ; his knees tottered beneath 
the "·eight of his trembling frame ; 
aw1, from the deadly paleDess of 
~1is countenance, he seemed on the 

r. 
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point of sinking senseless to the 
floor. 

A few n1oments previous to Dick's 
arriYal, Mr. llarvey had been en­
gaged in a scuffle. IIis head clerk, 
after luwing absented himself from 
his duty , in the compting-house 
during the whole preceding· part of 
the day, had made his appearance 
there in the afternoon, quite drunk. 
I-lad hjs drunkenness been of the 
quiet peaceable kind, no n1aterial 
inconvenience would haYe ensued : 
but, unfortunately, he was one of 
those weak-headed n1ortals, whom 
an extra glass inflames ,vith ungo­
vernable fury. -Not content with 
insulting the other clerks, and toss­
ing the books and papers about the 
floor, he was proceeding to break 

L2 
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the windows, and commit still fur­
ther outr.ages, when Mr. Harvey, 
having ineffectually endeavoured to 
pacify him or get him quietly out 
of the place, was at length obliged 
to employ violence, and, after con­
siderable exertion, succeeded in 
thrusting him out by 1nain force. 

This scuffle it was, which had 
wrought so striking a change in 
M·r. 1-Iarvey's countenance, and, by 

its consequences, struck such a ter­
ror to the soul of poor Dick. But, 
the moment the youth made his ap­
pearance, that gentleman's features 
brightened up with a good-natured 
smile : instead of the fierce gleams 
of anger, the mild rays of bene­
volence now beamed from his eye; 
and he addressed the trembling or., 
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phan in a tone and n1anner which· 
instantly banished all his late alarms, 
and cheered his drooping heart with 
the almost certain expectation of a 
favorable answer. 

" Young n1an,'' said Mr. flarvcy, 
" I am so far satisfied with the ac­
count I have received from the cap­
tain and passengers, that I an1 de­
termined at least to 1nake trial of 
) 'Ou ; and, as you now do < see a 
probability of repaying the debt,' 
you may safely take some money in 
advance, to provide yourself with 
necessaries. I will send one of my 
clerks with you to purchase them, 
and provide you with a proper 
lodging·; after which, you may en­
ter upon your employment in my 
comptiug-housc to-morrow iuorn-

L 3 
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ing·, on a salary of a hundred and 
fifty dollars for the first year - to be 
afterward increased, if you justify 
my expectations." 

Dick thanked him for his kind­
ness, accepted the seasonable offer 
of pecuniary aid, and set out, as 
happy as a king, in company with 
the clerk, who assisted him in ma­
king the necessary purchases to the 
best advantage, and hired for him 
an apartment in a respectable 
boarding·-house, after having dis­
charg·ed the mean lodging which he 
had taken on his first arrival. 

Here we now behold Dick, witt 
in less than eight-and-forty hours 
after his arrival in New York, new 
clothed from head to foot, haYing 
spare n1onoy in his pocket, a de-

It 



115 

cent roon1 and a good bed to sleep 

in, with the certainty of a comfort­

able subsistence so long as he con­

ducted himself with propriety; for, 

though a hundred and fifty dollars* 

would not go far in maintaining a 

person in London ; -yet, in America, 

·where living was at that time so 

n1uch cheaper, a young man, even of 

superior rank to Dick, might liYe 

pretty tolerably upon that sum. At 

all events, to him it was quite a for­

tune ; and he owed it all ( under the 

divine providence) to the diligence 

"v ith which he had attended to his 

learni.ng. 
,v e need not doubt, that, ·when 

~ ~-* Thirty three pounds, fifteen shillings, 

sterling ; the intrinsic value of the dollar 

Leing four shillings and six pence. 
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he retired to his room for tho night, 
he kneeJed down in grateful thanks .• 
giving to that kind Father of the uni­
verse, who had so providentialJy in­
terposed in his favor.-I-Iarry John­
son, too, though born to better pro­
spects than Dick, would have been 
thankful to God, devoutly thankful, 
if any person had made him such an 
offer, while he stood weeping OYCl'• 
his mother's grave. 

IIarry, hovvever, was not entirely 
neglected, or left to perish with hun­
ger. l\'lr. Itlartin -the clerg:yman, 
whose notice he had so forcibly at­
tracted daring the funeral scl"vicc 
at his mother's burial - after ha­
ving lcar~1cd the particulars of his 
distressful case, took him home to his 
own hons~, treated him with a good 
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dinner, and endeavoured to cheer 

his spirits with the hope of better 

fortune ; at the same time assuring 

him, that, if it lay in his power to 

render him service, he would do it 

with the greatest pleasure. 

But Mr. Martin, however hu­

mane and charitable, had it not in 

his power personally to afford him 

any material assistance: for, in that 

country, the incomes of the clergy 

are very moderate : and, though 

1\Ir. Martin could, ·with economy, 

maintain himself and his family, 

and make, on the whole, a decent 

appearance, he had nothing to 

spare. The only mode, therefore, in 

·which he could hope to render him 

any import&nt serYice, was that of 

p;i\ ing him his advice, and endca-
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vouring to procure for him some 
situntion, in which he might Lo en­
abled to earn his bread. 

IIaving understood from llarry 
that he had been scYcral years un­
der the tuition of a Latin master 
and a French teacher, who had both 
regularly attended to give him les­
sons cYery day, it immediatcJy oc­
curred to him that IIarry 1l1ight be 
a very desirable acquisition to a 
friend of his, lVIr. Stanmore, a mem­
ber of congress, who wished to pro­
cure a tutor for his son, then about 
eight years old. 

The good clergyman was delight­
ed at the idea of haYing at once hit 
upon a p1an ·which should mutual1y 
i-:crve both parties ; and he instant­
Jy imparted his thoughts on the ~ub-

J . 
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jcct to his youthful guest- t~ki ng 
for granted, that, ·with suc!t advan­
tages of education, he must be 
capable of teaching a child of that 
age. Yet, before he ,vould apply to 
~fr. Stanmore, he thought it right 
to ex.amine IIarry a little, for the 
purpose of ascertaining how far he 
was qualified to undertake the task. 
Ile accordingly put a few ques­
tions to him : but how great was 

. his astonishment and vexation, up­
on discovering that the youth was 
wholly nn-acqnaintcd even with 
the fir. t rudiments of grammar! 

In the first moments of disap­
pointment and surprise, he suspect­
ed that the account which I-Jarry 
ha<l given of his former condition 
in life, and particulady of his edu-
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cation, was only a tale of falsehood, 
artfully fabricated for the purpose 
of exciting compassion - and that 
he was not the son of a gentleman, 
but some low-bred, l_ying black­
guard, who had perhaps been trans­
ported for thieving or picking pock­
ets. Yet, on further considera­
tion, the delicacy of I-Iarry's com­
plexion, together with the neatness 
of his clothes and the fineness of his 
linen - but, more particularly, the 
circumstance of his having come 
from England under the protection 
of that mother, ,vhose loss he had 
heard him so bitterly deplore - in­
duced him at length to believe that 
he was not a transported thief or 
pick-pocket, but actually the son of 
a gentleman, though he had unfor 4 
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tnnately neglected to acquire that 
kno\vledge which would haYe proYed 
him to be such. 

But, though convinced of the 
truth of his story, Mr. Martin saw 
no possibility of serving him in the 
way he had proposed ; and he was 
now sorry that he had mentioned 
l\Ir. Stanmore to him at a11, as the 
disappointment of the hopes which 
he had thus raised, only served to 
depress poor Harry's spirits lower. 
Still determined, ho\Yever, to serve 
the distressed youth if he could, he 
next recollected a merchant who 
·wanted an under clerk: and "Sure­
ly," thought he within his own mind, 
"this young man must know enough 
of writing· and arithmetic for that 
employmcnt.n Upon trial, ncvcr-

1\I 
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thelcss, he found that I-Jarry wrote 

so wretched a scrawl, and had so 
little knowledge of :figures, that he 

could not, with a safe conscience, 

or with any regard to his own cha­
racter for veracity, venture to rc­

co-mmend him, even as an under 
clerk. 

Some days now elapsed - days of 
cruel anxiety and alarm to poor 
I-Jarry - durino· ·which the o-oo<l clcr-o 0 

gyman exerted hirnself to the ut-

1nost of his power, to find some· de­

cent and comfortable situat on for 

the forlorn orphan, whom, in the 

mean time, he every <lay entertain­

ed at his table with a plain, but 

wholesome and plentiful, dinner. 
There ·were, it is true, several 

persons who would Yery \YiJlingly 
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have taken him into their houses1 

for the purpose of running on er­

rands, cleaning knives, blacking 

shoes, and performing various other 

kinds of mean, debasing drudgery; 

so that he was secure, at least, from 

the danger of actually starving;, pro­

vided he were only willing to work, 

and render himself useful to his em­

ployer. Uut Mr. Martin aimed at 

something better for poor I--Iarry, if 

there were any possibility of attain­

ing it, and therefore ,vould not irn-

1nc<liatcly suffer hin1 to accept any 

of those degrading offers - thinking 

it would be time enough to descend 

to them, if nothing n1ore eligible 

could be fonnd on further · nquiry. 

In his inquiries he was indefati­

gable : Lut the c,nly situations ho 

:u2 
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could hear of~ above that · of a ser­
vant to scour knives and clean shoes, 
were two-lVIr. Oakley, a neigh­
bouring carpenter, and another 
person of a diffe:r:ent trade, both 
wanted apprentices ; and either of 
them ,votlld have taken a lad of 
I-Iarry's age, without an apprentice­
fee. 

In bis own mind, Mr. l\1artin 
gave the preference to Mr. Oakley, 
because hz"s business ·was more lu­
crative than that of the other trades­
n1an, and likewise more eligible in 
other respects. To him, therefore, he 
applied: but, ~at the Yery first sight 
of liarry-- so thin, so slim, so puny, 
so feeble - the carpenter bluntly 
told the clergyman, that " such a 
washy, water-gruel, smock-faced 
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I\,j iss lVIoUy as that " (scornfully 

pointing at the poor fellow) " would 

not at all. suit hi1n : for that he ne­
ver ,vould be able to handle his 

tools, and would cost hi1n 1nore 
money for n1cdicines, caudles, and 
other slops, in a single 1nonth, than 
he could earn in a whole year." 

Harry's 111ortification and grief 
,vere now extreme : he regretted -

deeply and bitterly regretted- that 
Le had not attended to his learning-. 
If he had, instead of being contemp­
tuously rejected by a mechanic, ho 
vvou]d have been gladly ,yelcomed 

into the family of a member of con­
gress., to sit down vvith him every 

day to a plentiful table, and ride 

out on a good horse with his son. 
1'13 
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IIis regret, howeYcr, was un-avail­

ing: it was impossible to recall the 

tin1e past; and something must be 

immediately done, to save him fron1 

starving: for, though the humane 

1\1:r. l\Iartin had hitherto entertain­

ed him every day, he could not af­

ford to continue his hospitality for 

any great length of time - much 

less, to pay for his lodging· and 

,yashing. 
Seeing, therefore, that nothing 

n1ore eligible could be devised, the 

good man applied t© 1\1r. Dapperly, 

the other person ,.-rho was in want 

of an apprentice. - He did not ob­

ject to 1-Iarry's slimness, because his 

trade did not require bodily strength 

so 1nuch as personal agility, and 
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lightness of' hand ; ·wherefore he 
agreed to take him as his appren­
tice, without any fee. 

Sorely as I-Jarry felt his pride 
,vonnded by the degradation of be­
ing apprenticed to a mean trade, 
yet the fear of either starving or 
blacking shoes induced him, how-­
ever reluctant, to acquiesce in this 
arrangement; and he was accord­
ingly bound, in due form, by the 
overseers of the poor, as he had 
neither parent nor guardian in 
America, to deliver hin1 over to his 
master. -1\lr. Dapperly took him 
home, and began, next morning, to 
teach him his trade, which was that 
of a --- barber ! 

,vhat a fall for poor Ilarry -
broug;ht up with the expe<.:tation of 
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inheriting ten thousand a year, an<l 
occtipying a scat in the British par­
liament - but now reduced, for 
bread, to shnse the beard of cYcry 
low plebeian who chose to pay a 
few pence for the use of his ra­
sor ! - a melancholy reverse, entire­
ly caused by his own fa!./ t - by his 
obstinate and sinful ncg1cct of the 
opportunities which had been of­
fered to him during his father's 
prosperity. 

He would now ,Yillingly haYc 
made amends for p8.st neg;1cct, and 
studied arithmetic, Latin, French, 
&c. to qualify himself for something 
more respectable than the lather­
brush and rasor, at the expiration 
of liis apprenticeship. But his wish 
was vain; fot he nei J1cr had hooks, 
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nor 1noney to purchase them : nei­
ther could he have found time for 
study, unless he had stolen it from 
the hours of sleep. Besides, even if 
he had enjoyed both books and lei­
sure, he kne"v so little, that he 
could not have proceeded a single 
step without the assistance of a ma­
ster; and, in his situation, it \Yas 

now utterly impossible for him to 
pl'ocure that aid. - A barber, there­
fore, he n1ust remain, vvithout any 
hope of ever bettering his condi­
tion. 

ScYere as was his mortification at 
this sad re\'erse of fortune, and the 
hopeless prospect before him, it 
would haYe been rendered still 
n1orc scYcrc by the contrast, if he 
liad kuo\Yn, that, while he was la-
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thcring plebeians' beards, Dick 
Ilobson, the son of his father's 
herdsman, was no\Y, in comparison 
,vith him, quite a gentleman, and 
in easy circumstances. 

Dick, indeed, had conducted him­
self so well, and given such satisfac­
tion by his abilities and assiduity, 
that, before the end of the :first six 
months, 1',Jr. IIarvey tock him to 
board and lodge in his own house, 
without deducting a single dollar 
from his salary. -At the expiration 
of the · year, the drunken clerk, 

whose 1nisconduct had, on a former 
occasion, caused poor Dick so 
dreadful an alarm - but who, as it 
·was his first fault, had then been 
pardoned on making a proper apo­
logy- ,vas at length dismi~scd for 
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repeated acts of ebriety and neg• 
]cct; and Dick, being· charged with 
the care of the books which that 
clerk had kept, discovered various 
errors in the accompts, by which 
Mr. I-Ian·ey would have lost several 
thousand dollars. - Pleased lvith the 
discoYery, that gentleman made 
Dick a present of flfty guineas, im­
mediately doubled his salary, and 
promised to increase it still further 
after the lapse of another twelve­
n1onth. In short, after several suc­
cessiYc increases of salary, Dick was 
:finaUy admitted, at the end of fi,·e 
years, as a partner in l\.ir. IIarvey's 
business; and Lile mercantile trans­
actions of the house were thence­
f onvan1 carried on under the uni~ 
ted names of :i.\f essr:. Iiarvcy and 
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I-Iopson - for so the latter no-i,y wrote 
his name, to accommodate it to the 

delicate organs of the genteel com­
pany with whom he 1;yas accastom­
ed to associate. 

\Vithin less than eighteen months 
'--

after his admission into the part-
nership, Mr. Harrey gaYe him hi co 

<laughter in rnarriage, ·with a vcr_r 
handsome portion ; and i\ir. IIopson,. 
(as ,Ye must henceforth call him) 
now enjoyed a fair prospect of 
111aking a rapid and immense for­
tune. Ilis commercial dealing·s 
,yere extensiYe: and, as he cxe1 tc,l 
uncommon diligence in the execu­
tion of his plans, ,Yhich were form­

ed ·with consummate judgement~ b~ 
,yas bicsfcd Yrith ~:ood :--ucccs~ in 

'--

CYcry enterprise : insom:tch tliat. 
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within the course of a few years, he 
became one of the most opulent 
merchants in America. 

Conspicuous as he was for his 
wealth, he \i\'as still more distin­
guished by the good qualities which 
n1arked his character and conduct, 
and was so universally esteemed and 
respected by the citizens of N evv 
·York, that, without any solicitation 
on his part, they spontaneously elect­
ed him as their representative in the 
Congress - that unique assembly, 
in which men of various religions are 
seen sitting together in friendly 
union ; no one inquiring what his 
neighbour's tenets are ; since the 
American Constitution admits no 
distinction on account of religion ~ 
but, with an enlightened nnd liberal 
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policy, has left eYen the highest 

offices in the rcpHh1ic cqua11y ac­

cessible to men of eYery persuasion, 

without requiring any other religious 

test, than the bare profession of their 

" belief in the existence of a God, 

ancl a fature state of retribution;*" 

which belief the Americans have 

* Perfectly and signally consonant to 1hat 

undiscriminating spirit of universal toleration 

was the co1!duct of the Federal Congress, ii1 

their choice of chaplains, on their meeting in 

Philadelphia in the year 1791. The Senate 

appointed one - the House of Rep;:esentatives 

another-the one au Episcopalian Protestant 

- the other a Dissenter, - if the appellation 

of" Dissenter" can, with propriety, be applied 

to any man in the .Arn.eric:rn Union,,~ here there 

exists no established state religion, from which 

lie could be said to di:;se11 '..-I-I oYrn,·er tk!t mny 

he, 1 hcse rhaplnins officiated aliern~\Lc!y in each 



experimentally found suflicient for 
all the purposes of social life, and 
for the due and conscientious dis­
charge of every public duty - lea­
ving it to each individual to believe, 
in other respects, according to the 
convictions of his own mind - and 
justly considering, that belief is 
not an act of the lvill - that a n1an 
cannot believe as he chooses - and 
that the taking of a test-oath, 
when interest is concerned, is not 
always a proof of conviction, or a 
security for the punctual performance 
of the duty undertaken. 

of the two houses, a week each time; so that, 
where the Episcopalian read pr:1yers during one 
week, the Dissenter prayed <luri11g the week 

ensuing: and thus they regularly continued 
to alternate throughout the entire session. 

N2 
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The seat of o·overnmcnt havino· 0 09 

about the time of l\ilr. Hopson's 
election, been transferred from New 
York to Philadelphia, he repaired to 
the latter city, to take his seat in 
Cong~ress, at the commencen1ent of 
the session: and how different fron1 
his first arrival at New York was his 
present entry into Philadelphia! - on 
the former occasion, a poor, discon­
soJate orphan, on foot-now, an 
opulent, high.-mindcd legislator, ri­
ding an excellent horse of his own, 
and attended by a servant equally 
well mounted, who carried his ma­
ster's great cloak and portmanteau. 

It was not from motives of parsi­
n1onious economy that he chose this 
mode of traYelling·: for, in his pre­
.sent circumstances, he was both 
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able and willing to pay for every 
comfort and accommodation on his 
journey, which the country was ca­
pable of furnishing·. But, luxury 
not having yet made sufficient pro­
gress in America, he could not 
there, as in England, comn1and the 
convenient services of a hired post­
chaise : and, although there were 
~tages, ·which woald, in Sixteen or 
seventeen hours, have conveyed 
him from New York to Philadel­
phia, ho chose to avoid the severe 
jolting wh~ch he 111ust have suffered 
on the rough rocky roads through 
the Jerseys, together with the other 
inconveniences of those clumsy, 
allkward, uncomfortable vehides, 
whieh better deserve the name of 

N3 
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waggons than of coaches*. For thetic 

reasons it "ras, that he had preferred 

to travel on horseback, according 

to the almost general custom of 

cYery man in America who can 

conYeniently keep a horse. 
During his residence in Philadel­

phia, liis servant happening to fall 

~ Indeed they are as frequently called 

waggon:s as coaches, parlicularly in those parts 

of the United States which contain many fa­

milies of German or Low-Dutch origin; the 

same word, with them, equally signifying a 

waggon or a coacli, viz. wagen in the G enuan 

language, and waegen in the Low-Dutch. -

~ It is to be recollected that this remark was 

written several )'Cars back; since which time, 

luxury has made rapid strides in the United 

States," here (as I understand) elegant coaches 

and chariots arc now quite common. Octo­

ber, 18'2:J . 
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·.si1..:k., and being un-ablc to shave his 
111aster, as usual- Mr. Hopson was 
obliged to send out for a barber, to 
perforn1 that office for him : and, as 
d1ance directed, who should that 
barb,er be, but llarry Johnson! -
Had Mr. IIopson known him, he 
,vou1d have promptly and zealously 
exerted ·himse·lf to meliorate his con­
dition, through gratitude for the n1e-
111ory of that worthy man whom his 
father had so often and so warmly 
prai:sed to l1im, as the most excellent 
of 1nasters. But, as he had himself 
quitted England before Mr. Jol1nson, 
and neYer heard of that gentleman's 
emigration to America, he had not 
the most distant idea of 1nccting his 
son in Philadelphia: and , though he 

l 
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had often seen I Lury, and been for-

1ner1 y well acquainted with his per- ~ 

son, it was impossible that he should a 
recognise him in his present state { 't 

-- so pale, so ·\,·an, so 1neagre was 
he gro,vn. 

VVithout knowing him, however, 

he generously gave him a few pence 
for himself, in addition to the usual 
price of shaving·, which he was to 
carry home to his n1aster ; for he 
was yet only a journeyman : and 

Harry, whose high spirit was now 

completely broken and debased by 
the habitual meanness of his condi-

tion - little suspecting that the scan­
ty boon \Vas beston:ed on him by 

the son of his father's cow-herd­
recci ved it ,vith as lowly gratitude, 

fr 
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as e\er the cowherd's son had tes-.. • tificd in his boyish days, on receiving 
a trifle from a gentleman, for holding 
•his horse> or opening o him a gate. 

lt is much to be regTetted 
that the original manuscript record, 
from which this account of Harry 
and Dick has been com piled, docs 
not contain any further particulars 
of their history. But, from every 
circumstance and every appear­
ance, there is strong reason to con­
clude, that, if they be yet alive, 
lfarry Johnson has not, to this 
hour, risen a single degree aboYc 
the mean condition of a baroer ; 
and that 1·Ir. I1opson, now possess­
ed of i1nmcnsc riches, lives in af­
fluence and splendor, honorably 

r 
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enjosing the fruits of his well-ap­

plied talents and indefatigable in­

dustry - and associating, on terms 

of equality, with the first men in 

America. -The difference of their 

fate suggests n1any important re­

flexions, which deserve to be seri­

ously weighed by eYery young gen­

tleman who feels an antipathy to 

his book : but, as they will natural­

ly occur to himself, and I wish to 

saYe time and paper, I shall only 

copy out, for his perusal, the two 

following lines, with ,Yhich the ma­

nuscript concludes -

",vhene'er a dislike to your lcarniug you 

lrnrbour, 

" Remember the fate of the gcntlomait 

barber." J. C. 
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P. S. In my preface, I promised to 
add a few remarks on certain pas-­
sages of the narrative, relating facts 
in natural history or philosophy -
the episodes of the shark, the por­
poise, the rainbows, and the cork­
ed bottle - that the JOnthf ul reader 
111ay know upon what authority be 
is to rest his belief of the particu­
lars. I now proceed to inforn1 him, 

that I have n1ysclf seen the beauti­
ful phmnomcnon of the fleeting 
rainbows, exactly as described in a. 
preceding page. - I neYer saw it, 
except on one occasion : but it is 
sufficiently known to naYigators ; 
and, howcYer imperfectly I may have 
atte1npted to account for it, the fact it­
self stands beyond the reach of doubt. 

3 
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I- have my~elf tried the c.~pcri-• 
n1ent of the corked bottle ;. pursu­
ing the same process, and producing· 
the same result,. as the reader has 
alniady seen. I made, hovvever, a 
bungling· business of it, by begin -
ning at the wrong· end, and sinking 
the bottle to so great a depth in 
the first instance. - I was preparing 
to correct my error : but, beforQ· 
the bottle could again be got ready, 
a breeze spring.ing up, preYented a 
repetition of the experiment : and 
I neYer afterward, during the pas­
sage, had another convenient op­
portunity, as it cannot ,vell be 
made while the ship is under way. 
- Should anv of mv youthful- read-v .., ... 

crs ever be dis posed to try it, let 
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him at first sink the bottle only to 

a moderate depth, which he may 

afterward increase in successive 

trials, fathon1 by fathom, ·without 

the trpuble of preparing the bottle 

more than once, until he shall have 

exactly ascertained the smallest 
., 

depth, at which the water possesses 

that amazing power. 

Of the shark's rapacity and stu-

pidity I have myself been an eye­

witness. I have seen one and the 

satne shark three times hooked and 

torn - seen his blood flow each 

time - seen him, after all this, re­

turn a fourth time to the bait, and 

sv,:aliow it - without having been 

one momet t out of n1y sight during 

the ,vhole transaction. - I sa"v'' two 

0 
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pieces of pork, which were taken 
fro111 his maw in exactly the same 
state as those described in the his­
tory. - ,vith respect to the disco­
very of the ,vatch, though / never 
witnessed such an occurrence, yet 
the circumstance is not a fiction : 
at least it is no fiction of mine ; for, 
in Dodsley's Annual Register, vo1. 
2R, page 227, we have an account 
of a shark, taken in the Thames 
near Poplar, in whose maw was 
found a watch, afterward recog­
nised by a father, as the property 
of his son, who had been lost at sea 
two years before. - I have seen 
shark's flesh served up at the cap­
tain's table on shipboard ; and not 
through necessity, as the vessel wa, 
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abundantly stored both wilh salt 

provisions and live stock. -I haYe 

likewise seen a shark exposed for 

sale in the 1narkct-place at Oporto. 

The strength and agility of the 

porpoise arc not at all exaggerated. 

I have 1nyself seen one of those 

fi~hcs struck in the same manner as 

described in the history, and in the 

san1c 1nanncr escaping. -I saw the 

bent harpoon : I saw a piece of the 

poor creature's entrails sticking on 

the barbs; and I heard his assailant, 

a tall, robust 111an, complain for some 

days of a soreness in his ann and 

shoulder, fro1n the shock he had re­

cei vcd on the occasion. - As to the 

fleetness of the porpoise, the calcu­

lation of his speed is entirely n1atter 

o2 
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of conjecture : it n1ay be over-rated 
or under-rated; and therefore the 
youthful reader is cautioned against 
adopting a supposition as a fact. 
This, however, he may safely be­
lieve, that I have myself watched, 
for near two hours, a shoal of por­
poises that accompanied our ship in 
exactly the same manner as related 
in the preceding pages, \.Yhile we 
continued sailing before a fine 
breeze at the rate of full ten knots 
an hour. 

On the nocturnal mortality among 
the fowls, I cannot speak with equal 
confidence as on the other points: 
for, though I have, in more than one 
voyage, been a sufferer by those 
nightly deaths, I never conld disco-
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,er the cause - for ,vant, perhaps, 
of having such a man as Thomas 
Ilobson among the steerage passen­
gers. I have, indeed, been subse­
quently infonnecl, and by a sea­
man too, that the fact was as Tho­
mas represented it; and even die 
mode was described to me, in which 
fovvls are killed without noise or 
violence-the same, which is said to 

be practised by the robbers of hen­
roosts on land. .-'\_ll this, however, 

being only hearsay, I do not pr~­
tend to vouch for L1e truth of it, 
which, therefore, must, in the present 
case, entirely rest on the authol'ity 
of Thomas Hobso 1, who made the 
discoYery. -Neither can I vouch for 
the 0 ·ood consequences which arc 
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said to have resulted from the ex .. 
pedient adopted by l\1r. Green an(l 
his feUow passengers, because I 
never saw it tried; though I doubt 
not, that, if it were tried, it would 
be productive of pleasing effects. 

J.C. 

TIIE END. 

WILLIAM DARTOK, 58, IlOLBORN Il!LL, 
t I 
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O.VI~IONS OF REVIEWERS 

ON 

•· .i,r~Afl.N!NG BE'IT.EH THAN HOUSE AND LAND." 

This little tale inculcates the best moral principles, 
a..-.d is sufficiently interesting to attract the attention 
of youth. The incidents • • , , ( &c.) , , , , present im­
pressive examples, ~ hich cannot fail to be ad­
vantageous to young mincls; and, as such, we re­
commend it. The talents of Dr. Carey are well 
k»own: the principles of morality, here exemplified, 
are not less honorable to him. 

Anti-Jacobin Review, November, 1808, 

As the moral of thrse juvenile perforrmmces is the 
main object, the more pleasin~ the story combined 
with it, the more instn:c1ion it is h\..Ply to convey. 
This little work intends to descnhe tile ~olid advan­
tages which may be cfc1 ived fl om lh11 nm!!; and, to 
make them more apparent, the a11th0r give~ ns a little 
tale, in which two fam1'1e~ are 1rnrtrnycd with some 
ingenuity···· · • • • so that the maxim ,,f learning being 
"better t/&un house and land'' is exemplified in the Yici1-
~itudei of•Harry Johnson an,l Dick Hobson. 

Criti,ol Rt1t:iew, Dicemb,r, 1808. 
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Re-composition ; - 3, Poetic Reading made easy, by 
the aid of METRICAL NOTES to each Line; -
4, Select Prose Lessons. 

2. Latin Prosody made easy- with nunute and 
ample Instructions for VERSIFICATION. 

3. ENGLISH PROSODY, &c, with Instructions 
for Englhh VERSIFICATION, and graduated 
EXERCISES for incipient Poets. 

4. The Latin TERl\IIl\.ATIONS ") alphabetically 
{ arranged and 

5. The Greek TERMINATIONS} explain~d. 
6. The Eton Laiin Prosody illustrated, 
7. Clavzs lllctrico-Vfrgiliana. 

8. Elccta c.,; Ot:idio-the first two Epistles, minutely 
~canned, and proved by tile Rules of Prosody. 

9, Ai!lsworth's Dictionary revised, 4to. A.D. 1823, 

10. ---- ---- 8vo. A.D. 1821. 
:11, Dryden's Virgil revised, 2nd Edit. A.D. 1819. 
12. Skeleton of the Latin Accidence. 
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14. Fol'iy-six T'olumcs of tlte Regent's POCKET 
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