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THE 

CONTRAST, &c. 

IT is impossible for us to succeed 
in any difficult undertaking, ,vith­
out industry and perseverance; 
-without firmly resolving to sur­
mount the little obstacles that 
may retard our progress, and 
detern1ining to finish what we 
have once begun. From the 
,vant of this useful habit, I have 
sometin1es seen even intelligent 
children daunted at the outset, 
and have, not nnfrequently, 
heard them exclain1, " Oh! in1-
pussible; I am sure I can never 
finish it! I an1 tired already; 
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it is quite in vain to try any 
rnore ! Oh, no: I liked it when 
it was fresh; but now that the 
novelty is worn off, it seen1s tedi­
ous anJ uninteresting. Indeed, I 
shall take no further pains!" 
Now how much better would it 
be if such children would be 
prevailed on to continue their 
undertakings, instead of making 
these useless exc]a1nations. Per­
severance would most probably 
ensure their success; for it much 
more frequently happens that we 
renounce son1e intended project 
because ,ve have not sufficient 
patience to continue it, than be­
cause we cannot do so. There is 
something so delightful in the 
consciousness of having sur-

e 
t 

b 

0 

lo 

1n 



THE CONTRAST. a 

n1ounted trifling obstacles, and 
in the pleasure of finding our 
efforts rewarded, that I am ready 
to imagine many children would 
consider this as stimulus enough, 
had they once allowed them­
selves to taste it. The good and 
the ill effects of perseverance will 
be ,vell exemplified in the oppo­
site characters of two little girls 
of my acquaintance, ,vho, al­
though tenderly attached to each 
other, differ as much as possible 
in their dispositions. 

En1ma, the eldest, is all life 
and vivacity, and possesses good 
sense and good temper. But, 
alas l many of her amiable qua­
lities are sadly counterbalanced 
by the want of perseverance, 
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whether as it regards her lessons, 
her an1usen1ents, or, in short, any 
thing that she has to do. She is 
sure to be tired, often even before 
she has actually begun. She is 
one of those unfortunate chi]dren 
,vho in1agine that novelty con­
stitutes happiness; and unless 
something new and entertaining 
occurs to her aln1ost every hour 
of the day, she feels unsatisfied 
and uncon1fortable. I-Ier enjoy­
ment is, of course, frequently 
clouded; for it is i1npossiblc, yon 
know, to furnish a constant suc­
cession of novelties, to one wbo 
cannot consider the111 as such 
after the first few 1ninutes haYe 
elapsed. Caroline is the rery 
opposite of Ernn1a. She is also 
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THE CONTRAST. 7 

gentle, docile, affectionate, and 
generous; but instead of follow­
ing her sister's exan1ple, as it re­
gards her lessons and an1use­
n1ents, she possesses such admi­

rable perseverance, that she 
succeeds in aln1ost every thing 
she undertakes. She is not daunt­
ed by trifling obstacles, nor is she 
,veary when the novelty of a 

thing is worn off. No; she still 
perseveres, detennined to accom­
plish jt if possible, ,vhatever 
pains it may cost her. It is 
true she had to practise a little 
self-denial, patience, and resolu­
tion in acquiring the habit, at first; 
but now that she has allowed it 
to gain the prerlominance, no dif­
ficulty ren1ains, and she has the 
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gratification of finding all her en­
deavours attended with success; 
a success which not only ensures 
for her the reward of her own 
conscience, but also the affection 
of her parents, and the Jove and 
esteem of a numerous circle of 
friends. 

Towards the latter end of 
sun1n1er, J.\ilrs. Grenville was un­
expectedly sun1111oned from hon1e, 
on account of the indisnosition 

~ 

of a beloved sister, who had 
earnestly entreated her to ac­
co1n pany her for a n1onth to the 
sea-side. Affection induced her 
to co1nply with the request _; 
though it was not without son1e 
reluctance tbat she consented to 
so long an absence fron1 home, 
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THE CONTRASt 9 

as she was the sole instructress 
of her two little girls. She 
thought at first of engaging a 
young person to take the super­
intendence of their education 
during her absence; but, upon 
n1aturereflection, this plan seemed 
to present some inconveniences, 
as it would necessarily take 
nearly a month to initiate a 

stranger into the customary rou­
tine of their school business, and 
to commence a fresh one might 
be attended with unforeseen dif­
ficulties. As they lived in rather 
a remote part of the country, 
there was no school either to 
which she could with propriety 
send them, (for her n1aternal 
feelings shrunk at the idea of 
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thefr being allowed to associate 
with children of their own age, 
,vho had not received similar 
advantages with then1selves,) she 
therefore complied with their ur­
gent solicitations to " trust to 
their prudence," and to allow 
thetn to spend the month exactly 
as they liked, either in amuse­
n1ent or any thing else, as inclina­
tion prompted. 

" But, n1y dears," said she, 
" I shall expect to receive on my 
return, a circun1stantial account 
fron1 each of you, respecting the 
manner in which you have spent 
a n1onth devoted exclusively to 
holiday. I trust you will be able 
to assure 1ne that the tin1e has 
uot passed wholJy without jm-
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prove1nent, and will be able to 
convince n1e, by proofs of your 
industry or ingenuity, that it has 
not been unoccupied. I have 
frequently talked to you respect­
ing the value of tin1e, and have 
repeatedly told you, that as we 
are accountable for the n1anner 
in which it is spent, it particularly 
behoves us to dispose of it to the 
best ad vantage. It i3 astonish­
ing how much tin1e 1nay be saved 
by habits of punctuality. By 
taking care to clear a,vay one 
en1ployment before you com­
rnence another, you ·will gain 
1nany of those odd minutes and 
quarters of an hour, which are so 
apt to be lost by indolent people, 
fro1n a 1vant of regularity in their 
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successive occupations, or of a 
little reflection beforehand upon 
,vhat the next shall be; although, 
as an in11nense number of drops 
of water con1pose the mighty 
ocean, so do mo111ents and n1i­
nutes constitute the greatest 
treasure we possess. I believe I 
need scarcely mention the sub­
ject to n1y gentle Caroline; but 
to you, En1n1a, I can scarcely 

- refrain from expressing an ardent 
hope that you will endeavour, 
by constant attention during the 
ensuing month, to reward my 
indulgence in granting you a 
holiday, by convincing n1e, on 
my return, that it has not been 
wholly spent in useless or un­
profitable occupation, or that, 
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THE CONTRAST. 13 

from a deficiency in persever­

ance, you have not accon1plished 

any thing. Remember, 1ny love, 

perseverance can alone ensure 

success. Finish whatever you 

begin." 
Emma listened attentively to 

her n1other's admonitions, and 

secretly resolved to profit by 

then1. But, alas! the sequel will 

prove how much she suffered her 

own indolent habits to predo1ni­

nate. It was a lovely morning 

when the carriage can1e to the 

door ; the sun shone bright] y, the 

birds were singing, and all nature 

,vas smiling in beauty. A tear 

started into the eye of the affec­

tionate Caroline when her n10-

ther had kissed her for the last 

n 
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tin1efora wholernonth, the longest 
separation they had ever known. 
And n1any trickled in rapid 
succession down Emma's c~eeks; 
but ere the carriage was out of 
sight they had disappeared, and, 
rejoicing in the anticipation of 
freedon1 from all the restraint of 
her daily studies, she began to 
n1ake loud acclamations : " ,vhat 
a delightful thing it will be to 
have a whole 1nonth's holiday!­
to go without lessons and without 
school for a whole n1onth. ,v ell, 
I ,vill prove to 1nan1n1a that my 
tin1e has not been thrown a way. 
I will go-I will do a great nun1-
ber of things. She shall have 
proof enough, Caroline, that I 
can be as industrious as you can, 

C 
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,vhen I please. I will take care 

to convince her that 1ny time 

has been employed to some pur­

pose. Let me see, what shall I 

do first? I think I will send 

Donald to Calne for some netting­

silk and a gilt clasp, and then I 

will n1ake her a very nice purse 

against her return. Or, perhaps I 

had better wait till I go there 1ny­

self, that I rnay choose the colours. 

Purple and yellow, or bro,vn and 

yellow, which. will be best? 

Brown and yello,v look ,vell to­

gether, because they form such a 

contrast. I cannot wait till Fri­

day: I ,vill send Donald this very 

n1orning. 1\ nd, now I think of it, 

the purse shall be for papa, and 

I ,vill n1ake a pair of elegant 
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fire-screens for man1ma. I re­
colJect she adn1ired your honey­
suckle azalea, Caroline. I will 
paint that upon one; and as for 
the other, I dare say I shall think 
of son1ething before the ti1ne 
comes. Then there are all our 
books to arrange. You kno,v ,ve 
promised mamma that ,ve wou]d 
label them, and put them in or­
der. And I pron1ised her too, 
that I would translate Le lllis­
sionaire. I shall like doing that 
1nuch better than Levizac; for it 
is 1nuch more amusing to trans­
late a tale than to write exercises: 
it will be a nice evening an1use­
n1ent. Then there are the globes: 
you, Caroline, know how to work 
the fifth problem, though I do 
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not, and I dare say you will be 

so good as to show~ rne ho,v it is 

done. It is true you are a great 

,vay before n1e in geography ; 

but l 1nean to get up to you no,v, 

if you will just show· me the use 

of the quadrant of altitude. 

Then I have two or three little 

frocks cut out, and before 111am­

rna's return I n1ean to have made 

them all, and to have finished a 

con1plete suit for Sally Neale's 

child. Then, let n1e see, what 

else have I to do; oh, to twine 

the clen1atis round the pillars of 

the hermitage, that the wind 1nay 

not break 1t. "\iVell, that will be a 

nice little JOb: I will do that to­

day. And I 1nust not foniet the 
. ~ 

Turkish costun1es, w h1cL a pro-
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n1ised to send to the Bazaar; 
and the pair of watch-cases for 
my aunt l\,Iary, and the wax doll 
which I have to dress for little 
Augusta, an<l the pencil sketch 
of 'I'intern Abbey for my cousin 
Frederick, and the pen-wipers, 
and the verses lVliss Claret Jent 
n1e to copy, especially that about 
l\Ien1ory. 

(Sings.) 
In Memory's land dwells never a flower, 

There nevn a summer breeze blows, 
But some long-cherished thought of joy or grief 

Starts up from its solemn repose." 

1\ s ,vell as ah und red other thing8," 
continued the voluble girl:" \Vell, 
I haYe plenty to do, and I an1 
real]y at a loss to know which to 
beain wjtb.'' 
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" Let us go into the study," 

said Caroline, " and put up all 

our books, and maps, and draw­

ings, and paints, and pictures ; 

for y_ou know they ,vere left in 

confusion yesterday morning, be­

cause the dinner-bell rang, and 

then in the eyening we ·were 

busy, helping n1an11na to n1ake 

preparations for her journey. So 

there they ren1ain, just as ,ve left 

them, I dare say ; for you know 

Nanny never likes to touch our 

drawings." So thither the sis­

ters went, and Caroline i1nmedi­

ately began to place all the 

drawings neatly in her port-folio, 

and to put the 1naps into their 

proper places. 

" I know what I will do," said 
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Emn1a, en1ptying the whole con­
tents of her port-folio upon the 
carpet: " I will sort all my 
drawings, and all n1y papers, 
and arrange them afresh. The 
flowers shall be placed together, 
and the landscapes together; and 
all the verses shall be turned out, 
for they have been in great 
confusion for these last three 
1nonths." Caroline co1nmended 
the laudable intention, and E1n­
n1a began to separate the 1nis­
ce1laneous heap with great care. 
The flowers occupied a place by 
then1sel\'CS; and the pretty little 
sketches, which she had taken 
fro1n nature during a recent ex­
cursion, (for she was very ready 
,vith her pencil,) occupied ano-
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ther; and in short, all seemed 

proceeding as well as could be 

,vished, when a servant entered 

the room, to inform the young 

ladies that there was a 1nan at 

the door ,vi th a collection of 

beautiful birds. A way they in­

stantly ran. " Shall we pur­

chase a canary?" said En1ma: 

" it would be such a nice amuse­

ment to tend it and to take care 

of it. I ,vould deck its cage 

with fresh groundsel every n1orn­

ing, and feed and tend it with 

the greatest care. I think I ,vill 

have one. I-low 1nuch do you 

ask for that little beauty?" "Only 

five shillings, 11: iss." " Fi ,·e shil­

lings, that is not 111 uch. Do not 

you think I had better buy it, 



2Q THE CONTRAST. 

Caroline?'' Caroline ren1onstra­
ted. " vVe are not sure," said 
she, " that man1111a ,vould like 
it: you know that she disap­
proves of our keeping birds in 
cages." At length Emina yield­
ed tu the suggestions of her more 
prudent sister, the pedlar was 
dismissed, and the girls returned 
to the study. 

Caroline went on with her 
e1nployment as busily as before; 
but Em1na's attention had been 
distracted, and she could not 
think of finishing the arrange­
n1ent of the contents of her port­
folio. "Let them ren1ain where 
they are, at present," said she: 
" I dare say Nanny will take 
care that Fido does not come 
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into the room. I have sorted 
some of then1, and it would be a 
pity to mix thetn again. I-'et 
them stay where they are. Per­
haps I shall finish them to-mor­
row : I an1 tired of doing them 
no,v. I will begin to put the 
books in order, for it makes my 
head ache to stoop down on the 
carpet about the pictures ; (by 
the bye, a very unfit place for 
them;) and I shall like to do the 
books, because I shall be obliged 
to stand upright, you know. .. 
And I will print some neat little 
labels, on that blue paper which 
I bought Jast ti1ne I ,vent to 
town." As Emma spoke, she 
,vent to,vards the book-case, and 
reached out volume after volu1ne, 
til] they ,vere all placed on the 
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tables. " Now this will be nice 
,vork," said she. "Do you n1ean 
to help, Caroline?" I-Ier sister 
replied, that it was her intention 
to do so, as soon as she had 
fini~hed putting her pictures in 
order; but that she ,vould rather 
con1 plete that job first, that there 
n1ight not be such a litter about 
the roon1. You can do one half 
of the book-case, and I can do 
the other half," said she. 

" So ·we will," said E1nn1a; 
and she began triumphantly to 
imagine that her portion would 
be con1 pleted long before Caro­
line's. This book-case contained 
the books expressly devoted to 
the use of the two sisters, and 
their mother had desired that, 
during her absence, they should 
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be du]y arranged, according to 
the different subjects upon which 
they treated, fresh covered with 
nice white cartridge paper, and 
neatly labe1led at the back with 
their various titles. Now this 
seemed an1using work. Ernma 
quickly began to disrobe her 
books of their old covers, and in 
the course of half an hour so 
much of the task was com p1eted. 
She then covered two or three,just 
to see how well they would look; 
rubbed up her Indian ink, reach­
ed her little clarified crow-quills 
and her blue paper, and seated 
herself, apparently in good ear­
nest, to print the labels. She had 
actually finished " Goldsmith's 
Animated Nature," "Tales of 

C 
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the Castle," " Popular Tales," 

" ,vinter Evenings;" " Gold­
sn1ith's History of England," and 
three or four n1ore, before it oc­
curred to her that it was a rather 
tedious en1 ployment, and that it 
,votlld be better to have a ]jt tle 

change. " I can go on with the111 

to-n1O1TOW ," said she. " S~ch a 
task as this n1ust take a Jong 
time to do properly: e\·en if I 
were to go on fron1 n1orning to 
night, I should scarcely have 
done! I will go and twine the 

clen1atis round the pillars of the 
hern1itage; for if the wind should 
happen to be as high to-night as 
it ,vas last night, its curling ten­
drils and slender stalk will pro­
bably be broken, as it has at 
present no support." So saying, 
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she reached her straw-hat, and 
away she ran, leaving Caroline 
busily ern ployed at her writing­
desk, in making neat little labels, 
before her share of the books 
,vere even reached down from 
the shelves ; ,vhilst all her own, 
together with their dirty covers, 
lay strewed about the tables and 
the chairs in every direction. 
" Never mind," said she: " I 
am too tired with printing all 
those little letters, to stay ano-­
ther n1inute." 

Before En1rna had arrived at 
the bower ,vhere the beautiful 
white scented clematis was waft­
its fragrance to the 1norning 
gale, it occurred to her, that it 
could not be tied up without 
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string, or rnatting of s01ne sort. 
So she flew across the lawn, to 
the gardener's house, intending 
to fetch sotne; but there another 
object attracted her attention. 
" I dare say," said she, " that 
the cleniatis would not signify 
for one night, and I recollect 
promising Sally Neale a frock 
for her little girl: n1a1n1na gave 
me the print for it s01ne time 
ago. I will make it to-day, that 
I will. Working for a poor per­
son, and working for one's self, are 
very different. Though it is so 
fine a n1orning, I will go in and 
begin the frock; for then I shall 
perhaps have done it in a <lay or 
two, and little Lucy rnay have 
it to wear on Sunday." 
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So, leaving the poor clematis 

to be blown about unheeded, by 

every passing breeze, she has­

tened back to the parlour, ru1n-

1naged her n1other's work-dra,v­

ers for the bundle of prints, 

fetched her work-basket, and be­

gan to run the sean1s of the 

frock. Only one seam was done, 

before it occured to her, that to 

do another part of the frock be­

fore she ran the other sean1, 

would at least cause a little va­

riety. So she n1ade a slec,·e, put 

on one shoulder-strap, and be­

gan to hen1 the botton1. "'fhere, 

now I will do son1ething else. 

This is only \Vedncsday. I dare 

say the frock will be done by 

C 3 
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Sunday, or by Sunday-week, at 
least. It is holiday-tin1e. It is 
not worth while to work for a 
long tin1e together now-no,v 
that I am allowed to do just 
what I please, without any re­
straint. I think it would be 
prettier work to n1ake a cap 
than a frock. Here is a piece of 
muslin that would do nicely for 
it; and I can let in a bit of lace 
behind, and then it will be tbe 
smartest cap that Sally Neale's 
baby ever had." 

So Ernn1a cut out the 1nuslin, 
and sewed in the lace; but then 
she was tired, and began to n1ake 
another frock, that she fancied 
was a prettier pattern. " Pink 
spngs are 1nuch prettier than 
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brown spots," said she. But, 

alas! even pink sprigs did not 
possess lasting beautie5 in the 
eyes of the volatile En1ma: the 

frocks ,vere soon folded together, 

in their unfinished state; the lit­

tle cap, and all the fragments of 
n1uslin and print were rolled up 
together, and thrust, in strange 

confusion, into the work-drawer 
again. 

Emn1a then returned to the 
study. There sat the patient, 
persevering Caroline. " vVhat ! 
are you still about the labels?" 

said she, peeping over her shoul< 

der: " ' lVl avor's Universal I-Iis­
tory, Yolun1e 23.' "\Vbat, Caro­

line! have you really done twen­
ty-three labels already ? how in-
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dustrious you have been!" " :Not 
only twenty-three," said her sis­
ter, looking towards the book­
case. Em n1a looked too, and 
saw ,vith surprise, that all the 
books in the two lower shelves 
of the book-case ,vere equipped 
in their new covers and neatly 
labe1led." r-fbis does show what 
perseverance will do," said she : 
" I wish 1 had fo1lowed your 
exan1 ple ! but it is too ]ate now, 
and wishing is in vain." 

" Not too late to follow it," 
said Caroline, s1niling; " though 
too late to take the precedence.'' 

" I never, never sha11 be able 
to imitate you," retorted En1ma. 

" \1/ ell, then, set the exan1 ple, 
and let 1ne hax~ the pleasure of 
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imitating you," said Caroline, 
laughing. ~At this moment the 
dinner-bell rang, and the t,vo 
girls hastened to the dining­
roorn : Caroline happy, in re­
flecting that the morning had 
not been spent in vain; and Em­
ma rather satisfied, in thinking 
that, as she had begun so many 
things, so she had the more to 
coin plete another time. " And," 
said she, " there are all the pic­
tures and books still strewed 
about the study-carpet; and, for 
all I know to the contrary, the 
clematis may be broken by this 
ti1ne; (for n1an1ma has repeated­
ly told 1ne of it, day after day ;) 
and although I have begun some 
of the baby-clothes, there is not 
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C!1C thing nearly finished. \V ell, 
a. n1onth is a long tinJe: there 
,vill be plenty of tiine yet." 

As soon as dinner was over, 
Caroline returned to her ern­
p1oyn1en t. " I do not rncan to 
Jea·re it," said she, " until all the 
books are quite finished, even if 
they should take all the rest of 
the day; and I advise you, En1-
111a, to do so too." Emn1a again 
reached her brush and her pen; 
but no sooner had she con1 pleted 
the label she had last begun in the 
n1orning, than the little French 
book which she had talked of 
translating came to hand. 

" This is the yery book ·which 
n1::u11n1a wished n1e to translate 
during her absence," said she: 

to 
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" I will begin it now, that I will; 
for as there are but sixty-two 
pages, if I ,vere to translate two 
pages a-day, I n1ight finish it by 
the ti1ne she returns." So, not­
withstanding the number of 
books that were still scattered 
about in the study, she reached 
down the dictionary and the 
gratnn1ar, and began to translate 
the little volume, co1nn1encing 
thus: 

" ,vlioever has passed by Lake 
George, 1nay have observed on 
the eastern shore, about ten or 
eleven n1iles fron1 the outlet, a 
little cottage. It stands at the 
botton1 of ?' narrow glen, a few 
rods distant fro1n the water's 
edge. A little cove puts up from 
the lake, between the rugged 
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mountain on one side, and the 

southern skirt of the glen on the 

other. 'fhe clouds, on a lower­

ing day, are always seen to rest 

on the sumn1it of the mountains, 

,vhich rise on each side of the 

valley, which stretches off to the 

east of the cottage. It ,vas here 

that I one morning requested 

the boatn1an to land me, as I 

was returning from the excur­

sions of the day." 
So far, so good. But now 

came a more difficult sentence: 

" Qu,' allez vous faire de l' autre 
11 / d l . . ' " " C 1 · cote e a rt-czere. aro 1ne, 

can you help me? Perhaps I 

might find cote in 'Boyer's Dic­

tionary,' but I do not ,vant the 

trouble of fetching that. ' Il 
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faudroit done.' Indeed, I do not 
know what it means. ,Yell, if 
I only do one page to-day, per­
haps I shall do two to-n1orrow. 
I think I have been pretty in­
dustrious, and I like a little va­
riety; but this book see1ns to get 
l l . ,, 1ar( er, as 1t goes on. 

"r:rhen," said Caroline, "if you 
finish it, you will have the plea­
sure of finding that perseverance 
overcornes little difficulties." 

" Oh, but here are French 
,vords, houle, chaloupe, crique, 
ombre, bo1d}ef, and half a dozen 
others, of which I <lo not kno,v 
the 1neanings; and who, Caro­
line, could think of looking in 
a dictionary for French words, 

D 
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on a holiday : not I, I a1n sure!" 

So saying, En11na closed the 

book, and forgot the l\1issionary 

and the little cottage on the 

banks of Lake George. 

The next ohjccts that occurred 

to her were the rrurkish cos­

tu1nes. .A. benevolent lady in 

the neighbourhood, had applied 

to Caroline and Ennna, (know­

ing they were ingenious little 

girls,) to request their assistance 

in preparing sotne articles for a 

bazaar, which was to be held at 

L.--, in the course of a few 

weeks, for the benefit of an 1 n­

f ant School. Various ladies ,vere 

requested to 1nakc contrib11tions 

of fancy-work, of different ~orts : 

such as screens, port-folios, ,vatch-
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cases, dressing-cushions, card­

racks, &c. &c. Caroline had 

already completed several ele­

gant little things. En1ma had 

n1ade many fair promises to 

1\1rs. Y--, and had actually 

commenced two purses, one of 

purple and one of crimson silk; 

a pair of landscape card-racks, 

and five or six other things; but 

as she happened to be turning 

over the leaves of a volume of 
rrurkish travels, at a friend's 

house one day, it had occurred 

to her, that son1e of the 'Turkish 

costun1es would fonn a pretty 

addition to the bazaar. Her 

cousin Fanny had told her of a 

n1ode in which they 1night be 

set off to advantage, by tracing 
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the figure on paper, in pencil ; 
and then, instead of painting 
the dress, to compose it of little 
bits of satin, ribbon, &c. accord­
ing to the pattern, only painting 
the countenance. She had, her­
self: done a figure of Sidy Has­
san, bey of Tripoli, which had 
answered very well, and Emma 
was determined to begjn one 
too. So she ransacked her n10-

ther's drawers, as though she 
had been provided with a search­
·warrant, in order to collect all 
the scraps of velvet, satin, rib­
bon, &c. that they contained. 
She then seated herself to the 
table, and did actually proceed 
so far as to trace out a rrurkish 

bashaw, and to ornrunent hin1 
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with a robe of purple and gold. 

Pleased with hi.s appearance, she 

bid fair to be n1ore persevering 

than usual; but, alas! his robe 

was scarcely finished, ,vhen she 

bethought herself, that so1nespan­

gles would be necessary to con1-

plete the dress, and that she had 

better leave it till another tirne; 

or, at least, till Donald went to 

town, that he n1ight purchase 

sorne. In vain did Caroline try 
to assure her that little bits of 

gilt pa per would do equally 

,vell; and that, as the gen tle1nan 

was so far accon1plished, it 
would be better to finish him 

than to leave him as he ,vas, as 

it was 1nost likely that, before 

the spangles could be obtained, 
D 3 
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she would have thought of so111e­
thing else. To no purpose. Em­
ma ,vas at last obliged to own 
she was ,veary, and that the ba­
shaw rnight go to the bazaar as 
he ,vas, for she certain]y should 
bestow no further pains upon 
him. 

Evening was con1e, and thus 
passed the first day of E1nma's 
ho]iday nJonth. 

Now let us turn to Caroline, 
and see ,vhat ,vere her reflec­
tions at the end of the day. It 
is true that she had not co1,1-
menced so rnany fresh things as 
her sister; but then she had the 
gratification of knowing, that 
what had been done at all, had 
been • well done. .A 11 her pie-
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tures were neatly arranged in 
her port-folio, her ,vriting-desk 
put in order; and every single 
book upon her shelves was duly 
equipped, and carefully labelled 
with its appropriate title. Be­
sides this, she had finished a 

group of flowers upon a fire­
screen, and thus con1 pleted a 
very pretty pair, co1nn1enccd 
two or three weeks ago. ,v e n1ay suppose that the re­
flections of these little girls were 
of a s01newhat different nature, 
when they sat down to write, 
according to their n1other's de­
sire, an account of the manner 
in which the day had been 
spent. Caroline, with alacrity, 
con1pletcd the task, for con-



•1.tf• THE CO~TRAST. 

science told her it had not pass~ 
ed wholly in vain; whilst poor 
Einma endeavoured to satisfy 
herself with thinking that she 
had -illlended to do a great deal. 
" I hope mamma will be con­
vinced," said she, " that I be­
gan a great n1any things, with 
the intention of finishing thenl; 
but -- but -- to tell the 
trutb, it is tedious to keep on 
long at a tin1e, especially now it 
is holidav." 

,/ 

To-n101Tow earne, and Etnn1a 
ran to the study, as soon as she 
was up, intending to finish one 
thing, at least, to con1pensatc, in 
soLne degree, for the errors of 
yesterday. She thought she 
would coinplete the arrangen1ent 
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of her port-folio; but (witness 
the sad effects of procrastination 
and want of perseverance) Nan­
ny had not taken such sedulous 
care as to exclude the favourite 
Fido frorn her mistress's apart-
1nent, and three of the pictures, 
which had been left on the car­
pet on the preceding day, were 
literally torn to pieces. She re­
gretted this circun1stance the 
1nore, as one of then1 happened 
to be a beautiful pencil-sketch 
of Llangollen Vale, which her 
cousin I-Ienrietta had given her, 
and which she peculiarly prized. 
She felt, at first, inclined to be 
displeased ,vith her little dog; 
but a few n1on1cnts' reflection, 
as she possessed a tolerable share 
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of good sense, convinced her 
that it was entirely her o,vn 
fault, and that poor Fido was 
quite exernpt from blan1e, as it 
,vas natural for her to consider 
any thing thrown about on the 
carpet as her lawful property . 
... A.fter vainly regretting what 
could not now be helped, En1-

. 1na went to the garden, in hopes 
of di\·erting her chagrin by other 
objects; but, alas! aln1ost the 
first object that n1et her view, as 
she approached the hern1itage, 
,vas the beautiful white scented 
clen1atis, borne down by its ,vcigbt 
of blosson1s, and ahnost broken 
in two. It bad been rather 
,vindy in the night, a11d as she 
had delayed tying it up, accord-







THE CONTRAST, 47 

ing to her n1other's desire, on the 
preceding day, it had been blown 
backwards and forwards ,vith 
every breeze, till, being at length 
no longer able to support itself, 
it had fallen to the ground. En1-

rna ,vas extremely vexed, for it 
,vas covered with beautiful flo,v­
ers, and she had particularly de ... 
sired the gardener to leave it to 
her ; but nothing could now be 
done to ren1edy the disaster. 

N o,v one would have thought 
that such circun1stances as these 
would have induced her to de­
tenni ne, for the future, to per­
severe in ,vbatever she began; 
but so it is, that when an unfor­
tunate propensity ha5 once gain­
ed possession of the 111ind, it is 
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extren1ely difficult to eradicate 
it, as the very effort of doing so 
requires an additional degree of 
perseverance. En1n1a thought 
that she really would finish 
sornething; but theory without 
practice is nothing. Scarcely 
had she returned to the school­
roo1n, ere she recollected that 
sorne bell-ropes were wan tcd for 
the dining-roonJ; and she there­
fore went to the worsted-basket, 
and began to sort and arrange 
the different shades of red, green, 
and yellow, intending to begin 
then1 with all due expedition, 
regardless of the books and pic­
tures that were strewed around 
her in aU directions. I-low tar 
.she succeeded we can not say ; 
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but we are ready to conclude, 

from the n1anner in which the 

preceding day had been spent, 

that this was probably passed in 

a similar manner. She began, 

it is true, things good in them­

selves, but such as, when ]eft in 

an unfinished state, were perfect­

ly useless; ,vhereas Caroline, on 

the contrary, sedulously endea­

voured to complete every thing 

she undertook, before the com-

1nencen1ent of another; and 

whilst her too volatile sister was 

seen seated on a little ottoman, 

surrounded by skeins of yel1ow, 

red, blue, and cri1nson, canvass, 

and patterns without nun1ber, 

she was seated at her writino·-o 
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desk, and finishing a French ..... 
tale she had begun a short tiine 
since. 

But it ,vould be tedious to de­
scribe the n1ode in which every 
day ,vas passed at Grenville 
Gro\-e till the tinJc of lVIrs. (; .'s 
return. Suffice it to say, that, 
with little exception, the one al­
ready described n1ay enable the 
reader to forn1 a tolerably cor­
rect idea of the rest. 

1\.t length the n1onth expired, 
and the little girls stationed 
the1nselves at the parlour-win­
dows, watching, with eager an­
ticipation, the appearance of 
every carriage. 1\..t length one 
,vas seen descending the distant 
hill: a few trees obscured it for 
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a ti1ne-it was lost-then again 
it came in sight; and the anx­
ious hopes of Caroline and Em­
ma were realized by its turning 
in at the avenue. 'I1hey had 
no,v, in a few n1on1ents, the 
gratification of en1bracing a be­
loved 111other, fro1n ,vho1n they 
had never before been so long 
separated. \Ve 111ay suppose, 
however, that their feelings were 
not exactly in unison at this 
moment, though their affection­
ate congratulations were mutual. 
Caroline had, indeed, nothing to 
reproach herself with, as the se­
quel will prove. But poor En1-
ma ! what shall we say for her? 
Amidst the nurncrous articles 
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she had begun, not one, save a 
little purse, was completed. 

In the course of a day or bvo 
after her return, ,vhen all due 
congratulations and enqu1nes 
had been made, JVIrs. Grenville 
requested her little girls to pro­
duce their journals; and also to 
place upon two separate tables 
in the study, all that they had 
done during her absence, together 
,vith the books which they had 
read. The journals were there­
fore produced, and the tables 
duly arranged, when l\1rs. Gren­
vil1e entered the roorn. Caro­
line's, which was first exan1ined, 
contained the various works 
which had en1 ployed son1e of her 
leisure hours during her 111other's 
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absence, with little paper n1arks 
in the books, to show what parts 
she had read. There ,vere 
Hun1e's I-Iistory of England, Mrs. 
I-Iamilton's I.1ife of Agrippina, 
lVliss Edgeworth's l\1oral Tales, 
Les E,riles de Siberie, &c.; a 
neatly-written n1anuscript trans­
lation of l\1rs. Barbauld's I-:Iyn1ns 
en Franroise, a nicely-finished 
pair of screens for her cousin 
Henrietta, a purse for her fa­
ther, two frocks and three little 
caps for a poor child; and hventy 
specin1cns of wild flowers, nicely 
dried, and arranged according to 
their different classes, with the 
na1nes under each. 'rhe journal, 
neatly written, afforded still fur-

E 3 



ther proof that her mother's indul-­

gence had not been thrown away. 

It began thus :-
" July 27.-As soon as ma1n­

n1a was gone, (which ,vas before 

six o'clock,) I arranged the pic­

tures and n1anuscripts in n1y 

portfolio; then covered all 1ny 

books, and placed fresh labels 

upon then1, and in the evening 

, finished the group of flowers on 

111an1n1a's fire-screens. 

" July 2s.-Con1pleted the 

hymn I began to translate the day 

before yesterday. \Vorked in my 

garden, and in the evening began 

a little cap for Sally's baby, 

,vhich I 1nean to finish to-n1or­

ro,v. 
Jul!J 29.-Rosc early, that I 
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1night not waste any tin1e in 
sleep. Hetnrned the nightcap 
border of striped n1uslin, and 
finished the cap, (which just 
fitted little l.1ucy ,) before break­
fast. Began to press some wild 
flowers, ,vhich I found under the 
hedges by the road-side as I re­
turned fron1 the village, and 
spent n1ost of the day in arran­
ging then1, because I wished to 
have a nice collection," &c. &c. 

rrhe history of these three days , 
is just given by way of specimen 
of the n1anner in which the in­
dustrious and amiable Caroline 
had e1nployed her 1nonth's holi­
days. Now we will turn to her 
sister. 

" You see1n to have done a 
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" ,v ell, 1ny dear," said her n1other, 
" I ,vish the contents n1ay prove 
that your time n1ay have been 
n1ore laudably occupied," and she 
began to read : 

Jul.21 27 .-As soon as the car­
riage was out of sight I hastened 
to the study, and began to ar­
range n1y portfolio afresh. After 
this I began to put 1ny books 1n 
order; and I realJy did print the 
little labels till 1ny fingers ached, 
so I went into the garden for a 
change. ,vhen I came in I be­
gan to n1ake son1e frocks for a 
poor baby, and worked till I was 
tired. rfhcn I put thern up, and 
began to translate Le · ]1ission­
aire; but corning to a difficult­
,vord which puzzled n1e, I left off, 
and began to paint a Bashaw, to 
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send to the bazaar. Now it is 
just bed-time. 

July 28.-I am sorry to say 
that on entering the st.udy this 
morning, I had the 1nortification 
of finding that my little dog, 
.Pido, had torn n1y beautiful view 
of I--'langollen , 1 ale to pieces ; and 
on going to the hermitage, I had 
the additional vexation of finding 
the stalk of the clematis broken. 
I could scarcely help owning 
that these 1nisfortunes ,verecaused 
by 1ny own want of perseverance 
and care; but it is troublesome 
to take pains about any thing. 
I next began some bell-ropes, 
which I 1nean to do before 1nan1-, 
111a s return . 

.TuZlJ .29.-I began sorn0 hell-
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ropes yesterday; but now that 
the pattern is done I begin to 
feel rather tired of then1, as that 
was certainly the n1ost a1nusing 
part; and as I recollect to hare 
heard ma1n1na say that the pre­
sent bell-ropes would do very well, 
I do not mean to go on ,vith the 
new ones. After dinner I 
thought of writing to Alfred, and 
had done half of my letter, when 
Caroline said she was ready for 
a walk. As soon as we returned 
I wrote a few n1ore lines ; but 
did not think it worth while to 
go on, as we sha1l n1ost likely 
send a parcel to hirn when n1am­
ma returns. In the evening I 
amused n1yself with playing with 
the kitten : it is a verv entertain-., 
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ino- little creature; its name is b 

Rachel," &c. &c. Thus began 
Ernma's journal. 

" I wish," said Mrs. Grenville, 
" that I could say of Emma 
,vhat I can say of Caroline. You, 
my love," continued she, turning 
to the latter, " deserve n1y high­
est comn1endation. Your journal 
proves that your time has been 
occupied to the best ad vantage; 
not only for the good of others, 
but also in the cultivation of 
your own talents. It is true that 
it does not exhibit such a list of 
intended projects as Emma's 
does; but it con•vinces me that 
you have sedulously endeavoured 
to attend to my frequently-re-

" 
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peated adn1onitions, respecting 
the· necessity of cmnpleting what­
ever is once begun. You now 
reap the reward of perseverance, 
in having gained an additional 
portion of your 1nother's esteem 
and love. Nor is this all : your 
aunt, whose health is much in1-
proved, is recon1mended to tra­
vel ; and she proposes to spend 
some weeks in visiting the n1ost 
beautiful parts of Wales, a coun­
try whose romantic and pictu­
resque scenery cannot fail of gra­
tifying the lover of Nature in her 
·wildest and 1nost uncultivated 
forms. In compliance ;with her 
kind solicitation, I agreed that 
one of n1y little girls should ac­
company her, as I kne,v either 
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of then1 would highly enjoy such 
an excursion. You, Em1na, as 
being the eldest, ,vould have 
been, of course, entitled to the in­
dulgence, if I had not consi­
dered it necessary to take son1e 
1neans of counteracting that 
troubleson1e propensity which 
you have allowed to gain such 
an ascendency over you. Ca .. 
roline, as the reward of her dili­
gence and perseverance, 1nust 
accompany her aunt; but you, 
n1y dear, must stay at hon1e, and 
coin plete the various articles 
which that table displays; for, 
in their present unfinished state, 
they are entirely useless. You 
can never be perfectly contented 
and happy, until you have lost 



64 THE CONTRAST. 

that excessive taste for nove1 ty, 

which now renders the co1nn1on 

duties and employn1ents of life so 

tedious and uninteresting; and 

until you put in practice that 

perseverance, which can alone 

crown your endeavours with suc­

cess. I atn aware, indeed, even 

if your journal had not asserted 

the fact, that you consider it 

" troubleson1e to take pains." 

But you n1ust endeavour to coun­

teract this unfortunate in1pres­

sion; for so long as it remains in 

full force, you cannot expect to 

succeed in any undertaking. It 

is for your own good that I an1 

thus reluctantly con1pelle<l to 

punish you. I am anxious that 

the good qualities you do pos-
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scss, should not be so entirely lost 
or obscured, by the prevalence of 
one mischievous habit. The 
day after to-morrow, Caroline 
will set off, and at that time I 
shall expect you to set diligent]y 
to work, to finish, one by one, 
every thing that you have begun 
during the last month; and I 
trust that you will, throughout 
your future life, ever bear iu 
n1ind, that without perseverance 
you cannot accon1plish any 
thing either truly great or truly 

d " goo . 
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