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iNTRODUCT101~. 

llr:ADI~G a history of Chi.na some 

years ago, I ruet ,vith the character of 

a young CLinese ,vhich inte1ested 111y 

n1 i1Hl in such a 1nanner that ever after, 

,vhen b.bouring under any depression 

of sp;rits, or obliged to encounter 

c. .. ny difficulties, I placed Chun bt:fore 

n1y faucy's eye, and asked 111ysdf how· 

he would have acted under sin1ilar cir­

cumstances? 

The nore hard I found it to check 

a rising inclination to retaliate any 

suppo~-.d injuries, the 1nore I reverenced 

the cxernpl:uy conduct of Chun, until 

I becan1c so enan1ourecl of his character, 



INTRODUCTION. 

that I eagerly perused every thing re­
lating to China, in hopes of learr1:ing 

. something 1nore of the personage whorn 
I had so long been accustomed to ve- . 
nerate. As this acquaintance (if I may 
so call him) certainly, on 1nany try­
ing occasions, cahned n1y n1ind, and 
contributed in no sn1all degree to in­
fuse happiness into it, I haye long 
,vished to introduce hin1 to the juve­
nile ,vorl<l; but, knowing that mo­
rality n1ust be gaily dressed to appear 
attractive to youth, I have worked up 
the history of Chun and Si-ling in the 
form of a species of ron1ance; and, if 
n1y little ,vork should eventually make 
one convert to reflection, or teach my 
readers how to-. acquire and 1naintain 
equanimity of soul, my warn1eat wish 
,rill be gratified. 



CHUN AND SI-LING, 

Ct!AP.I. 

·u llArL to the city of Han-tchong-fou, 

" in the province of Chen-si, in the vast 

" empire of China! · Hail to every preg­

" nant ·woman within this city! and 

" hail to the opening year! for on your 

"gran<lest festival, yea, on the Feast 

" of Lan thorns:;.;,, shall a son be born 

.... , The beginning of the year is the Feast of Lan­

thorns. All business is suspended ; they make 

presents, and visit their superiors. These Ianthorns 

are very great; some are composed of six panes; 

the frame is made of japanned wood, adorned 

with gilding ; the squares are made of fine trans• 
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" ,vithin this city, ,vho shall inunot~ 
" talize his parents, and the place that 
" gave hin1 birth: for since the sun 
" first shone on man there ,vas 11ot 
" such a gracious creature known !" 

These ·words ,vere uttered by a 
strange 111an, n1ore strangely clad. 
Crouds of people thronged about him, 

parent horn, on ·which is painted figures, trees, 
and flowers; some are of a blue colour, and 

extremely handsome. They put in these lanthorns 
several lamps and a great number of candles, 
whose light makes the figures look very lively. 
The top of this machine is crowned with various 
carved works, from whence bang streamers of divers 
colours. Some of them re_present spectacles to 
amuse the people: you see horses gallopping, ships 
sailing, armies marching, dancing, &c. people ,rho 
lie concealed, by imperceptible threads put the figures 
in motion; others carry a dragon full of light8 from 
head to tail, sixty or eighty feet long, \\"hich make:· 
the same turnings and windings as a serp~nt. 



... 

and those ,vho could get near enough 

to see his face, declared he had a coun­

tenance seraphic, and eyes of azure 

blue, for which reason all inferred that 

he must be of heavenly extraction. 

Every body wished to feast this curi• 

ous stranger, but he refused to enter 

any dwelling-, or to take refreshment. 

This strengthened their idea of his divi­

nity; and, when he left the city, 

they retired to the chambers of their 

wives to ponder on his ,vords. Every 

mother prayed she n1ight bring forth 

a son upon that day, and pregnant 

,vo1nen came from every quarter to be 

delivered in that city, in hopes that 

her's 1night be the glorious child. That 

produced by)'.'" an-fo, the wife of Lan-tse, 

·was by all allowed to be the n1ost 

angelic, and his fond parents rejoiced 

in the prophecy. As he gre,v, it ,vas 
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perceived that he \Vas blessed with a 
most ,vonderful capacity. They pro• 
cured for him the best masters, and his 
amiable disposition greatly endeared 
him to them ; but ere he had attained 
his thirteenth year a dreadful malady 
assailed him, w·hich entirely deprived hi1n 
of his beauty; and, cruel and unnatural 
as it may seem, the loss of beauty 
deprived him of his parents' love; and 
the child, ,vho had been nurtured with 
such tender care, ,vas driven out before 
his limbs had gained sufficient strength 
to support 'his 1nore enfeeble-cl body, to 
brave "the pelting of the pitiless storm,a 
and tend upon his father's cattle! 

At first this treatinent benumbed his 
sense of duty, and he almost despised 
the authors of his being; but the 
ne\V world of beauties which now 
opened on him, so unlike to any thing 



that he had seen in the apartments of 

his n1other, diverted his young mind, 

and turned his thoughts to the great 

i\.u thor of all. 

He would sit ,vhole hours ,vatching 

the thunder, lightning, and the rain, 

' and then fall down upon his knees, and 

,vorship Him who lives above the clouds. 

Every insect, every flower, filled his 

n1ind ,vith ,vonder, and his heart ,vith 

gratitude, and he would patiently sub­

mit to the unkindness of his parents, 

return unto his little shed, ancl feast his 

1nind upon the beauties of creation. 

They no,v would have deprived him 

of all instruction, but that the Man­

darin of Letters, who had been his mas­

ter, and who loved hi1n with an affection 

a1n1ost paternal, declared he would 

complain of then1 to the great En1peror: 

they therefore suffered hin1 to accom-
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pany his brothers to the public school; 
but when the lessons of the day were 
over, he was compelled to seek the soli­
tary shed, ,vhere his only refreshment 
,vas a little boiled rice, a few pot-herbs, 
and a cup of cold tea, although his 
family were feeding upon every dainty. 
Before he began his l1umble n1ea], he 
" 'ould sink upon his knees, and, with 
his expressive eyes fixed on the clouds, 
implore a blessing fro1n hin1 who ferti­
lized the earth ; whilst the only con1-
plaint that ever passed bis lips ,vas 
this-" 011, rny mother! why will you 
" not suffer me to love you as you used 
H to do? l\Jy poor heart pants for some 
"one to ,vhom it might ,vith safety 
'" speak its feelings; but my mother! 
" she !oaths the sight of him w hon1 
" once she nourished on her bosom. 
"True, I am sadly altered, but what I 
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,-c want in beauty, I will make up i"n 

" love and industry." 

After shedding a copious flood of 

tears, he hastily arose, saying-" It 1nay 

" be for the best; for, did my n1other 

" feel for 111e only one half the love 

" that burns within my breast towards 

" her, I should perhaps forget there 

" was an higher Be1ng, and ,vorship 

" her alone." 

The father of Chun was about this 

time found guilty of some mal-practices, 

for which his property ·was confiscated, 

and himself and fan1ily forced to seek 

shelter in another province. This mise­

rable man, \vhose temper was fretful and 

irritable in his most prosperous days, 

could not bear up against this disgrace, 

·was seized with a violent illness that 

appeared to be incurable. I-Iis wife rent 

her hair, and his favourite children up-



8 

raided him with his cnmes, and the 
loss of their honour and property. 

Poor Chun, whose inmost soul was 
pained to see his family in this affliction, 
ran about the town to get himself a ser­
vice; and, meeting with a nian ,vhose 
countenance he thought benevolent, he 
thus addressed hinJ :-

" Most reverend sir-if you have a 
" father, pity mine-if you have a son~ 
" think what would be his sufferings, 
" should he behold you branded with 
" infan1y, oppressed with sickness, and 
" wan ting even a pillo\v on which to rest 
"your aching head! Oh, sir! give me 
" but the means to save my ,vretched 
"father, and I will be your slave for 
" twice the term of seven years.'' 

The l\Iandarin was so struck with his 
energetic manner, that he presented 
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him with twenty lean o-s,)(: and mark eel 
b ' 

him for his slave, allowing hin1 to pass 

the nights with his sick father till he 

should recover. 

Chun embraced the feet of his ne\V 

n1aster, then, purchasing a quantity of 

ginseng, hastened to administer it unto 

his father. Soon as the sun arose he 

.sought the n1ansion of his master, 

signed his bond of slavery, and set 

about his labourious employment, with 

a heart depressed by nothing but the 

misfortunes of his parents; and, when 

the sun retired behind the hills, he 

retired to the ,vretched hovel of his 

father, that he might watch the changes 

of his pulse, administer the medicines, 

and assist his mother in painting fans, 

and making works of straw, the sale of 

• A leang, or tael, ii a Chinese crown : its value 

is about Ss. 4d, 
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,vhich procured provisions for herseI f 
and her two other sons. 

One \vould ha,·e tbought this duteous 
conduct must have warmed their hearts 
with love towards him; but they could 
scarcely treat him ·with civility, whilst 
he was labouring for their support; and 
,vhenever he ·would try to reconcile his 
brothers, they instantly would fall on 
him, and make it seem that he ,vas the­
aggressor. 

The Chinese ( even to this day) ,vor­
ship gods of various denominations: 
these they invoke to assist them accord­
ing to their supposed abilities, and if 
their prayers succeed, they will new gild 
and beautify the god, and place it in 
the most conspicuous part of the house: 
but if their prayers fail, they whip it for 
its inattention to their happiness, dash 
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it to pieces, or drag it through the pud­

dles until it is without forn1. 

Chun's n1other had been praying for 

eleven ,veeks to a most horrid-looking, 

cross-leo·o·e<l fi o·ure ,vhich she called 
bO b ' 

the god of health. Now that her hus-

band ,vas recovered, she thought it but 

her duty to re-gild it, and bring it to his 

chamber, that her whole family might 

fall prostrate upon the earth, and do it 

hon1age. 

Chun was so shocked at this 
. 
1111"' 

pious proceeding, that, for the first 

tin1e in his whole life, he had the cou­

rage to rei11011s trate with his n1other.___. 

" I-low is it possible," said he, " that 

" this great lump of clay, which can be 

"moulded into any forn1, shou1u have 

" had power to bring my father back 

" even from the verge of death? Nol it 

'' is the God ,vho formed my heart, and 

, ' 



" n1ade it feel such various emotions­
" it is He who lives beyond the clouds, 
" the brightness of whose n1ajesty would 
" dazzle and eclipse our feeble sight; 
" it is He who has restored my honoured 
" father, and to hin1 I pray." He then 
raised his eyes and hands towards hea­
ven, and uttered a short thanksgiving. 
The family ·were all confounded; whjch 
he, mistaking for conviction, n1ildly 
continued-" I-low could my n1other for 
"one n1ornent think that ghastly lump 
" could help her? ,v as I to dash it on 
H the ground, could it save itself fron1 
" crumbling in to atoms? ShoulJ I snap 
" off one arm, could it avenge itself 
" with the other?" As lie said the 
word he did the deed. Tb is roused 
the111 fro1n their stupor: the father gave 
a signal which the sons understood, and 
instantly threw Chun upon the ground, 



tnaking fast his hands and feet, ,vhilst 

the father applied, with all his reno ... 

vated strength, the bastinado * to the 

back of bis exen1plary son! 

This cruel treatment deprived the 

unhappy youth of reason for some 

n1onths, and had it not been that his 

n1as ter possessed n1ore feeling than his 

parents, here would have ended his 

afflictions and his life. In his delirium 

he talked of n1any things which his 

hu111iltty \Yould not have suffered him 

to mention in his reasonable moments. 

A1nongst other ,vonderf ul discoveries 

-t· The instrument which inflicts the bastinado is 

a thick cane, cloven in two, and several feet long; 

the lower end is as broad as one's hand and the , 
upper is smooth and small, that it may be more ea• 

sily managed: it is made of bamboo, which is a wood. 

tliat is hard and heavy. 

C 
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,r hich he had made, and Yrbich he then 
related to his n1aster, he said there 
,vould be a great eclipse of the sun on 
~uch a day, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, in the constellation Fang, 
(Scorpio.) 

This actually happened as predicted 
by Chun, "·hich raised hi111 in the esti­
n1ation of his master, who felt the li've­
liest joy at his recoyery, and, although 
he could not find the heart to giYe 
liberty to one who111 he had found so 
trust-worthy, he yet determined to 
n1ake his slavery supportable, by build­
iog hin1 a co111fortable d·welling, and 
giving him a piece of land, the produce 
of which he 111igh t appropriate to any 
purpose he should think proper. 

Chun now thought himself as happy 
.t.s it ,vas pos5ible 1nortality could be; 
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but this happiness ,vas of short clurac 

tion, for the ,vorthy Ho-ang-ti ,vas one 

morning found dead upon his pallet. 

This ,vas a dreadful blow to Chun : the 

whole face of nature seen1ed changed to 

l1im ; and, ,vhile he stood contem­

plating the lifeless corse of his kind 

1naster, tears chased each other <lo\vn 

his youthful face, and his heart felt as 

t hough it ,vere bursting. " It ,vas but 

'-' yesterday," he sai<l, "it ,vas but yes­

,., terday that he expressed his appro­

" bation of 1ny conduct, and pressed 

" my hand in his. Ho,v little did I 

' · think ,vhen next this hand n1et n1ine 

" it ,vould cause such agony ,vi thin n1y 

. , boson1. N o,v I have lost n1y only 

u friend, a:nd all the consolation that i~ 

" left 111e is to remember that I never 

'" ha,~e offended hi1n." 

C 2 
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In the coffin* of Ho-ang-ti was found 
a letter directed to Ki-ang-tse, his bro­
ther-in-Ia,v, ,vho was a 1\Iandarin at 
Arms, and Ii ved at Pekin. Chun, ,v ho 
would not leave the body of his master,. 
despatched this letter as soon as it ,vas 
discovered, rightly conjecturing that it 
contained his will. l{i-ang-tse, who was 
a man of real sense and feeling, ,vas 
so confounded at the melancholy news, 
that it ,vas some ti1ne before he coul d 

* The people of China have their coffins by them 

some years before they are wanted, and they are 
of ten made of planks three feet thick. A poor mau i~ 
miserable until he has saved money sufficient to pur" 

chase one for himself. Some men keep the bodie~ 

Qf their parents above ground for many years, pre" 
i-erviug them as preciolls relicts, and no magistrate 

can force them to bury their dead, They never 
~mbahn the body. 
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peruse the packet, which contained the 

following words;-

" To the warm-hearted Ki-ang·-tse. 

"Although no blood of thine make5 

" blue the veins that fill my earthly 

" fran1e :vet do I feel for thee affection ' .. 
' ' n1ore than fraternal. When thy father 

" espoused n1y widowed mother, I was 

" a little untaught boy: thou ·wert 

~, arrived at the full bloom of manhood; 

" yet, instead of looking down on my 

H inferiority, thou didst let n1e profit by 
( 

" thy experience, and instructed n1e 

" thyself, even as thou didst instruct 

" thine own sweet child.-Thou hast 

" often rallied me upon my sad presen­

" timents; I feel then1 strongly no-w.­

" Should I be early called upon to quit 

" my large possessions, to ,vhorn can I 

"' so well intrust then1 as to thee and 

~, thine? Accept then1 then my more than 

C 3 
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" brother, and grant me in return thi&. 
" last request-that I 111ay rest beside 
" my n1other, whose mortal part reposes 
" in the tomb of thy ancestors.­
" A1nongst n1y treasures thou \,·ilt 
" find a slnxe called Chun : he is most 
'· worthy, and will prove a faithful 
" ste\vard to thee. I ,voul<l ask thee 
H to--" 

" Alas, poor brother!'' K.i-ang-tsr 
sighed out, " what hadst thou 1nore 
" to ask? Perhaps thou didst intend to 
" finish thy epistle upon the rno1Ton~, 
" and that n1orrow never ca111e to thee ! 
" Happy indeed it is that thou hast led an 
" innocent and Yirtuous life, and ha<l t 
... no crin1es or follies to repent of!" 

Grancl preparations y\-cre now n1acle 
for the last journey of the good IIo­
ang-ti. Ki-ang-ts . bimself vi itecl 1Io­
nan, t0 t.1ke r~,.sfie~.,ion of that heautifi1l 
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-estate, and to attend the funeral as 

chief mourner. Ile was so much pleased 

with Chun's most interesting counte­

nance and n1anner, and with his un­

feigned grief, that he not only suffered 

him to join the grand procession, 

Lu t in \·i ted him to his own house, 

and treated hin1 with e,·ery n1ark of 

kindness. 

Pekin appeared like a new ,vorld to 

( 'hun. He was surprised to see so n1any 

hundreds busy in the streets, and griev­

ed to find that the poorer sort fed on 

YL~rrn in, such as cats, rats, and n1ice, and 

l11at there ,,·ere reo·ular butchers for b 

the slaughtering of dogs. 

".\.h ! happy, happy Chun," said h e,. 

'' thou canst feed on \Vholeso1nc rice of 

.. thine own planting, an1..l slake thy 

•.• thirst \\·ith ,ntter from the chry stal 

:--pring !'' I-le was n1uch amusrcl with 



the bustling jndustry of some, particu• 
~arly the walking barber*. 

Ki-ang-tse treated Chun with n1ore 

attention than ever had been paid a sla\·e 
before, appropriating to his use the very 
chamber in which the late Ho-ang-ti 
used to repose. 

A happy conscience rendered the 
sleep of Chun sweet and refreshing, un­
til the night preceding his departure, 

~ A great number of barbers are continually walk­

ing the streets, with a little kind of bell, to give notice 

of their approach to such as want to make use of 
them. They carry on their shoulder a stool, their 
bason, their kettle, an<l their fire, with a towel and 

comb-case; and, whenever it is desired, they shave 
the head or chin , 1ery dexterously; they set the eye­
brows in order, clean the ears with instruments, 

stretch out the arms, and rub the shoulders, and all 

this for the value of tbree farthings, which they 
receive v,·ith a great deal of gratitude; then ring their 

belJ, and go in search of more customers. 
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fron1 Pekin, when he ,vas tortured by a 

vision the n1ost terrific. He fancied 

that he sa,v his late good n1aster writh­

ing in agony, an<l in tern1s the 111ost 

affecting imploring his assistance. Chun 

endeavoured to pron1ise, but the organs 

of speech seemed to be defective : he 

could only utter sounds unintelligible, 

even to hin1self, and he awoke in an 

agitation the 111ost distressing. It ,vas. 

long before he could again c01npose him­

self to sleep, and when he did, an object 

the most ghastly met his fancy's eye. 

It was the fonn of his late n1aster; it 

seemed transparent, and a su1 phurous fire 

,vas playing round the heart. It fixed 

its hollow eye£ on hin1, and, in a voice 

half choaked by deep-fetched sighs, it 

said-" Oh! it is terrible to die ,vith 

H unrepented cri1nes upon the consci­

H ence. Protect ,vhat tl on shalt find ? 



"strengthen its n1incl with knowledge,. 
"and its heart \Vith virtue, and saye 

" thy master fro111 the dreadful appre­
" hension that he shall have the crimes 
" of others added to his own; and, at 

, " the great tribunal, be conden1ned for 
" e\·er !'' 

Chun again essayed to speak, but 
could not; the spectre gradually disap­
peared, and he a woke. Yet still he 
thought himself under the influence of 
a dream, for eYen 110\V he heard a dis-
111al n1oaning, and at intervals a hollo\V 
groan, which aln1ost rent his heart in 
hvain ! lie was certain tbat no one could 
be in his chan1ber, nor was it situated 
near that of any other person. Encka­
youring to conjecture what could occa­
sion such 111ysterious noises, be again 
dropped asleep, but ,vas soon awakened 
by some one calling loudly 011 hi s 
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name. He started fron1 his bed, and 

percei ,Ted a blueish flame qu1ven11g 

directly opposite; he tried to seize it, 

and grasped nothing but air. It now· 

gradually 1110,·ecl along the wa11, and 

see1ned to exit at the door of his apart­

n1en t. Ile stood n1otionless for some 

1110111en ts, and then retired to bis bed, 

but soon he saw the flame in the same 

corner, and hearcl a Yoice say-" Follow!" 

The light tl1en 1110Yed al011g the "rall, 

~nd departed as before. Chun could 

not close his eyes, but kept then1 fixed 

upon tbe corner, where he had first be­

held the strange mysterious light. It 

presently returned, and the same voice 

said-" Follow!" It then rnoyed along 

the wal1, and, stopping at the door, the 

,;,-oice said-" In tbe name of your late 

" master, in the nan;.e of the good Ho­

" ang-ti, I charge you follow!'' 

1 
I 



Chun instantly arose, and taking up 
his bag of fox-skin, which contained 
prov1s1ons for his journey, silently 
attended it. The light led hi111 along 
several halls and galleries, then through 
tbe public door, which l1e closed after 
him, and followed his n1ysterious con .. 
ductor. Sornetin1es he fancied that he 
saw tbe waving of a black gannent, 
but tben he found it was occasioned 
by the rays of light that issued fro111 
the flame, that ,vas now become ex­
tremely bright, and raised high in the air. 
It led hin1 through n1any narrow places, 
and round several corners, and at last 
burst into sparks, that seemed to ascend 
even to the heavens, and make thernseh·es 
fixed stars. Chun fell prostrate upon 
the ground, and in that position he re­
n1ained until be was aroused by the 
plaintive cries of a young baby. 



Cantiously then he n1oved upon his 

1iands and feet until he reached it. He 

gave it, fro1n his bag, what he thought 

best adapted to its ten<ler age, and then 

: lulled it on his boson1 until it dropped 

asleep. As he feared to lose his way:i 

he kept his seat till the dark clouds 

divided, and shewed the ruddy n1antle 

-0f Aurora: he then exan1ined that of 

-his young charge. She ,vas ,vrapped in 

a vestinent of the richest stuff, and on 

the bosom was embroidered two charac­

ters, which he had himself invented, to 

express foster the .friendless. 

This circun1stance surprised hin1 n1ore 

· 'than all the other ,vonders he had n1et 

,vith: he sat for mctny 1ninutcs pondering 

on the impossibility of their con1ing to 

the knowledge of any one, ,vhen the 

sun bursting forth in all his splendour, 

warned hi1n to be gone. fie emptied 

D 
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11is provisions into the outer n1antle, rn 
w·hich the infant had been ,vrapped, 
and, turniug his bag of fox-skin, n1aclc­
,vith it a soft cradle for his lovely 
foundling. He now pursued his jour-
11cy ·with alacrity, and reached his litt ly· 
habitation by the opening of the third 

. 
n1on11ng. 

After placing Si-ling (for so he deter­
mined to call her) upon his pallet, he 
hasted to the dwelling of his late n1as~ 
ter, that he 111ight inforn1 his fello\v 
slaves of his pron1otion; and so n1uch 
beloved ,vas he, that every one rejoicer! 
at his ach·ancement, and pro111iscd to 
hin1self a great increase of happiness, 
under so ,vise and just an overseer. 



CHAP. II. 

·Cnu~ nursed the little Si-ling ,vith 

the tenderest love, and when he sa,v 

1er beauteous eyes sparkle ,vith intelli­

gence, and her mouth dimple ,vith 

sn1iles at his approach, ho,v grateful did 

he feel to providence for entrusting 

such a creature to his care. 

With secrecy he nursed her, for he 

feared s01ne one might take her from 

him: his parents he most dreaded, for 

they continued their unkindness, and 

sought by every means to make his life 

.a ,vretched burthen, but Si-Eng's pre0 

sence ·was an healing balm for every 

unkind ,vound. His studies now gave 

double pleasure, for he hoped they 

·would conduce to her improven1ent, 

D2 
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and every new discovery brought ·witi;. 
it a ten-fold delight wl1en it was under­
stood by Si-ling. True she ,vas every 
thing the fondest parent could have 
,vished; though ,vild and playful as the· 
mountain kid, her bosom "'as the seat 
of every tender feeling, every virtue; 
·while the bright radiance that beamed 
in either eye bespoke her to possess :i. 

>nincl the 1nost capacious. 

One evening as she sat n1using in the 
private garden of her foster father, 
·" This," said she, "js the ninth sun1mer 
" that has blessed n1e ,vi th its sweets, 
" and I have done nothing to deserve 
" its favours. '\Vhen I ask my father 
" how it is that he can 111ake such ,von­
" derful discoveries, he bids n1e search, 
"and promises that some day I shall 
" find. Oh that I could find something 
u to pleasure him, and prove that I an1 



,; ,vorthy such a father.., She cast her 
eyes around, and fixed then1 on the yel­
low pods ,vhich hung in clusters on a 
·wide-spreading nnllberry tree. I-Ier 
heart danced with rapture! "Surely," 
.she said, " the all-wise Tien designed 
" the labour of that 1i ttle creature for 
" some useful purpose. l\light it not 
" be 1nanufactured like a cotton* pod? 
H I certainly will try, for n1y dear 
" father says it is praise-worthy to en­
., dcavour to do o·ood eyen thouo·h you b ' t, ., 

.. , fail in the attempt.'' 

'~ The cotton shrub is one oJ the most us.cf ul in aU 

China. On the same day th:it the husbandmen get 
in their harvest, they sow cotton in the same field, 
doing nothi!1g else but raking the earth oYcr the seeds. 
,Yhen the earth is moistened with rain or dew, 1 here 
soon grows up a small shrub, about two feet high, 
the flowers of w!1ich a1)

1
near at the be,rinninrr or 

~ c,, 

about the middle of August. They arc general!, 
_yellow, but sometime~ red. To this flo\\ er a mall 

D 3 
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It was long ere it succeeded to her 
wishes, but ·when it did, ho,v ,vell the 
beauty of tbe silk repaid her labour. 
,vith extacy she flew to acquaint her 
father, and, to her great surprize and 
sorrow, found hi1n in tears. 

Instantly her gaiety disappeared; anc\ 
\\"hen he asked what made her joyf ui 
at her entrance, she weeping said­
" Never shall Si-ling taste of joy, ·whilst 
'· her clear father sorrows! Oh ! lodge 

button succeeds, gro·wing in the shape of a pod, the 

bigness of a nut. The fortieth day after the appearnuc~ 

of the flower the pod opens of itself, and, dividing 
into three parts, discovers three or four \\ mp pings 

of cotton, extremely ,, bite, and of the same figure a.s 

the cod of a silk-vrnrm. They arc fastened to tlit: 

bottom of the open pod, and contain seeds for th<.'­
follo\\ ing )'ear. It is then time to get in the crop, bui 

in fair weather they kaYe the fruit exposed to th<' 

snn two or three days, which, s,1,elling h) t!1e ht•.it, 
makes the profit the greater. 
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•• your griefs upon the bosom of your 

" child, antl she will lu11 then1 to re­

" pose." l-Ie tenderly embraced her, 

ancl desired to be made ac<1uaintcd 

with the cause of her joy. She pro­

duced 11 cr little ,vork; he examined it ; 

and the blooll ran cold ,rithin t11c \ ' Cin : 

of Si-ling, for now she feared the senses 

of ber dear parent were deranged. 

After examining the silk, he clasped 

his hands, then raised his eyes to hcayen, 

and fell prostl·ate upon the eartb. It 

,,·as son1eti1nc- ere he arose ; ,vhen, see­

ing consternation depicted upon the 

beauteous countenance of Si-ling, he 

pressed her to his heart, saying-" De 

·• not alarmed, 1ny child, this little 

" work of thine will sa,·e my parents 

• ' fr01n the gra\' C, to w11ich their ex­

., trcme poverty and the scarceness of 

" provision.s nt'::nly Im. Ye reduced then~ . 



" I have supplied them from my little 
"store till it is quite exhausted, and I 
",vas just lamenting that I had no 
" 111eans left to save then1 from perish­
" ing. Your beautiful i1n·ention sha11 
" perforn1 this happy office : the stuff 
" will please at court : yes, even the 
~, hangbty Empress ·will be proud to 
" wear a robe of this rnost beautiful 
" n1an ufacture." 

N e\·er had Si-ling tasted joy like this, 
for never had she seen her father so 
<leljghted. \Vith extacy they set about 
their new employment: they improved 
upon it; Chun taught it to his parents, 
and it succeeded e,·en beyond their 
ex pectation. In a short time liis parents 
purchu ~ed slaYcs, set them to ,vork, and 
in three years rose again into opulence. 
·Yet would tLcy not remember that 
thcv O \\·ed :, Jl thi-; to Chun. lli& .. 



mother was the ,veakest of all weak 

,von1en; she idolized hin1 when he was 

beautiful, and would boast ainong her 

female friends that never woman had a 

child so fair; but, when that outward 

loveliness had vanished, and she ,vas 

laughed at by her acquaintance, who 

still insisted upon calling hin1 her 

beauty, she loathed the sight of him, 

and seen1e<l to have no pleasure like 

that of torturing and ill treating him. 

T,vel ve years had now ela psccl since 

t11at strange night-that night so 

crouded with mysterious incidents-· the 

night which Chun had always reckoned 

as the happiest of his life, for it was the 

night that gave hin1 little Si-ling. She 

·was now the loveliest fcn1ale in the 

,vhole empire; Chun felt for her an 

affection more than paternal, and there"' 

f1.>re thought it proper she should be 
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nrnde acquainted with her o-wn historyQ 
She heard the tale ,vith wonder, but 
with a pleasure that warmed the heart 
of Chun, for he intended, when his 
tcrn1 of s1aYcry expired, to espouse 
her. Nothing could equal the rapturous 
sensations which he felt, when, in the 
innocence of her llcart, she said-" I 
" thought it was impossible to love 
" you better, Lut now I find ho\v 111uch_ 

"I owe you, n1y boso1n "·arms 1,\·ith 
" an affection to\rards you such ~s I 
H never felt before!" She then at­
tempted to take his hand, but the 
blushes ,vhich flushed her checks, and 
the tears which rushed into her eyes, 
forbade 11er pressing it to her heart. 

He then shewed her the rich n1antle 
in ,vhich sbe had been ·wrapped, and 
the two Jaro·e dian1oncl bodkins. with 0 

which it had been fastened. Fron1 



these it appeared her parents ,vere of 

no 111ean condition. '' I ,vish," said she, 

,. I wish it could be proved tbat I was 

-' the offsnrina- of the o·ood Ho-an°·-ti · 
i.- b b Cl ' 

'•' but then, my 1nother ! what 111u5t that 

' ' mother be who could thus expose her 

·' helpless infant?" Chun told her that 

it ·was yery common to expose the 

female children in the streets of Pekin 

and Canton, and that s01ne thousands 

perisheJ in that ·way; but then it ,vas 

supposed they ,vere the children-- of 

those ,vho were too poor to &upport 

them. 

Si-ling, ,vishing to reflect upon her 

own strange history, requested to retire 

for a few hours into the garden. Chun 

acquiesced ; and, gi \-ing her the n1antlc 

and the bodkins, bid her preserve then1 

,vith the greatest t.:are. 

As soon as she ~T2s clfparted, Chun 
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rosscd his arn1s upon his breast, a11ci 

inwardly thanked heaven for its peen-­
liar goodness. Fron1 this situation he 
,,·as aroused by a loud knocking·, and 
the sound of ill-timed 111errin1en t. lJ pon 

opening the gate he found it was oc­
casioned by the city seryants of his 
n1astcr I~i-anP·-tse. "-V/e arc come t0 0 

" giYe you joy·!,, said they, " Our 
H n1aster has sold this estate, an<l you 
" and all you~ fello,v slaves are free!'' 
This ne,\·s communicated no pleasure 
to the heart of Chun, and ,rhen he 
heard their resolution not to lea.Ye hi1n 
until a tub of wine which they had 
brought should be entirely emptied, he 
,v~s sorely grieYed, and his endeavours 
to silence their loud n1irth, or lea \·e the 
roon1 in search of Si-ling, were equally 
Yarn, for they by force detained him, 
nor could he find means to lea,·e thcn1 
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iuntil they had fallen upon the floor in 

a state of insensibility. The sun had 

arisen : he called loudly on her nan1e; 

but hearing no reply, he hoped to find 

her sleeping in a little harbour, which 

she herself had forn1ed; but his heart 

was chilled with horror ,vhen, instead 

of Si-ling, he found pieces of her gar0 

rnen ts scattered on the ground, and a 

large lock of hair, which evidently had 

1)cen torn froin off her head. 

Ile beat his breast and wrung his 

hands. "If it ,vas the will of provi­

" dence," said he, "I could subn1it even 

" to this; but it is s0111e accursed enemy 

' ' who has torn her fro111 1ne, and she 

" will be polluted!" He hid his face 

within his hands, and ,,rept in agony. 

Then, rising up, ''Polluted! did I say? 

" No !-Si-ling will die first: she is all 

·.c innocence! The great Tien watches 

E 
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" o-rer innocence.--\,.. es, l)e f. ~--: t pn!­
" serYecl her whe n she \; :i., ;~1. ! J

1
;lcss 

"infant, will protect !Jer st:'~! Ah! 

"may not tbis cruel plot hc:-rc hccn 
~, contriYecl by yonder dnu1kt11 sbscs? : 

Ile hasted to bis dwelling, and the 
servants \\'ere still sleepmg : he soon 
aroused them, but tbc ans\\-crs ,, liich 

tbey gave his in terrogatorics ,n: re a 
loud laugh, and-" Lost a fern ale!­
" Oh! ,,-e ,rill search for her, if ) ou 

" ,, ill ngree that he ,rho finds her 

" has her ?'' 
They th rcw rach other do\\'11 in en­

<lea,·ouriug to Le first. Chun followed, 

but without the smallest hope of finding 

his lost treasure. They bad not pro­
ceeded far along the road, when a gra11d 
procession appeared in view: they stood 

aside to observe it; but "-hat \\·as the 

surprise of Chun when he perceived hi~ 
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fa.ther seated in a sumptuous car, and 

his two brothers riding on 111ilk-white 

horses, richly caparisoned? At length 

he found that it was his parents who 

had purchased the estate. His heart 

sunk ·within him; the blood forsook 

his cheeks; and he fell lifeless on the 

ground. 

'\Vhen he recovered, he found hi1nself 

in a superb apart1nent, in ,vhich ,vere 

many persons, but the one nt:arest to 

hi1n was his n1other. She was dressed 

in all the splendour of the east: she 

had been assisting in recovering him, 

for which he felt a glo,v of gratitude; 

and, sinking on his knees, he took her 

hand, and would have pressed it to his 

lips, but she haughtily ,vithdrevv it., 

<leclaring, that he ·who had disgraced 

his fa1nily by serving as a slave, had 

not the smallest clai1n on her affection. 

' I, 
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" Oh ! cruel, cruel!" cried the aO'i--o 
tated Chun, " Did I not sell n1yself 
" to purchase con1forts for you and for 
" my father? Ha Ye I ever let slip an 
" opportunity of achninistering to your 
" ,van ts? Of \Vhat horrid act have I 
" been guilty that you should treat 
" with such barbarity the son ·who1n 
" once you loved ,vi th an affection so, 
u extravagant?" She could give no 
reasonable ans,ver to these questions,. 
and therefore said, " Treat your mother 
" ·with confidence, and that way regain 
" her love. vVhere is the beauteous fc­
" 111ale ·wh01n you kept concealed so 
" many years?" Seeing that Chun was 
gasping for breath, and unable t0 an­
s,ver her, she continued-" I heard the 
"story from the servants o.f the man­
" darin I(i-ang-tse." " And you have 
" torn her fron1 me! Great Parent of 
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" the Universe! listen to 111y distracted 

" p1 ayer, and let not a cruel n1other 

" thus t1 iu1nph in the agonies of her 

"afflicted child! Oh! giYe 111e back 

" my Si-ling!', Here he fell upon his 

knees, and caught. his n1other's robe, 

when, feeli:ag it ·was n1ade of silk, and 

remembering that Si-ling ,vas the in­

ventor of that article, his senses again 

forsook him, and he fell lifeless at 

her feet. 

On his recovery he perceived that 

his 111other and her attendants had left 

the room, and he no,v gave free vent to 

his tears. " Oh, Si-ling!'' he cried, 

"lovely, innocent, enchanting Si-ling! 

"' thou art lost, and there is not one 

" human being in the ,vorld who feels 

" affection for unhappy Chun!" "i-es,'' 

said an infant voice, " Gen-si will lo\·e 

"you-Gen-si ·will always lore poor 

E3 



42 

"· brother Chun .. '~ He looked around, 
and saw a pretty little girl, of :fi,·c years 
old, squeezed in between two cushions,. 
where she had concealed herself 

Chun knew he had a sister about 
that age, but he had never G{'Cn al-
10,,~ed to see her. She ,ras habited 
like an Indian princess, and, runniug 
to his arms, ~he tenderly cn1braccd 
him, while Chun, ·with all the ·warmth 
of true affection, pressed her to hi 
heart. " I-low didst thou kno,v," said 

he, " thou pretty young one, that poor 
" unhappy Chun ,vas thine O\Vn bro­
" ther ?', " Oh, I have heard the1n talk 
" of you, and say that you was such a 
"pretty baby; aye, prettier than I mn ! 
"and I have al ways longed to see you, 
" because I thought when Gcn-si should 
" o-row uo·1v poor brother Chun would b b.:' 

C( love her stilJ. But ,·ou are not u 0 ·lv · ~ b.,,.. 



43 

~. you t.re a great deal prettier than 
H brother ).,. ang, or brother Nang-po.'' 

Here they ,vere interrupted by hear­
ing s01ne one loudly calling "Gen-si !" 
"flush!" said she,. " do not answer 
" them, for indeed I ,vill not go. If 
" they haYe stolen away your Si-ling> 
" I will stay with you till they bring 
"her back." The whole house ·was by 
this time in deep confusion: the child 
was lost! Presently the 1nother, wring­
jng her hands, rushed into the apart­
n1ent, where, to her great surprise, she 
fon1Hl her darling in the arn1s of Chun. 
Gen-si immediately ran toward., her, 
crying-" Do, pray, dear n10ther, give 
" Si-ling back to my poor brother." 
Chun joined his entreaties, but the 
1nother solemnly protested tbat she 
bad ne\·er seen her, nor had the smallest 
know ledge of who had carried her 
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a,,Tay. Gen-si, however, -wo1_;ld :not 
lea\-e the ro01n till sbe obtained a pro­
n1ise that she should see her bro ther 
e,-ery day. To this her mother readily 

consented, for she wished hi1n to be a 
,vitness of her 111agnificence, secretly 

detern1ining that he should never be a 

partaker of it. Let no one think her 
cha' acter overstrained, or oYer higbly 
coloured, for, as a good heart is eyer 

seeking objects to exercise its beneYo­
lence upon, so is a bad one eyer 

anxious in seeking opportunities of in­
du]o·in o· its malevolent dispositions.-o ::, 

Besides, Cbnn's 111other liked to copy 

her superiors, and she had a pattern 
in the Empress, vile and blood-thirsty : 

her chief happiness consisted in in­

ven ting new tortures; and the groans 
of the dying sounded like swett m uf ic 

in her ears. 
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Chun continued performing the san1e 

laborious tasks as when he ·was a slave, 

and his only relaxation was instruc'ting 

little Gen-si; yet did he not envy the 

luxurious lives hi& brothers led, at 

which his 111other ,vas extren1e]y angry. 

"\Vhat ,vas the use of all their grandeur 

jf no one saw it but those who held it 

in contempt? Acquaintance she had 

none, for she would not associate ,vith 

those who were so formerly, and those 

vho ,vere now her equals in fortune 

could not forget that her husband had 

been guilty of a n1istlcn1eanor, and 

that she was an haughty, ignorant, 1n1..: 

perious ,vo1nan ; she had therefore no 

an1usernent but in quarrelling with her 

servants whilst they \\ ere putting on 

her splendid robes; then sitting before 

rhe glass, and quarrelling with that, for 

:Jot rdkct1:1 6· ber as young and lo,·ely 



as it used to do: and, a1tboug11 prori­
t.lence l1ad sho,vcred its choicest bless­
ings on her, she was always nnumuring 
and discontented : eYen her husband 
grew weary of her continual ill hn­
n1ours, purchased hjrnself another wife, 
and entirely estranged himself fro111 her 
society. This cahnni ty, as she had 
brought it on herself, ,vas insuppor­
table, and she determined to make her 
family as wretched as herself. In this 
she succeeded so well, that her slaves 
g1ad1y Yvould ha\·e poisoned her, but 
that the fear of punishn1ent deterred 
them. 

To ccmplcte her troubles, her Ii ttle 
daughter, ·who had long passed her 
sevcni:h year, and whose beauty had 
been so talked of that 111any n1andarins 
of eminence already had solicited the 
pro1nise of her hand-the pretty Gen-~i 



was seized with a con1p1aint ,vhich i11 

that country aJways proves fatal. The 

rno thcr 1 en t her hair, aucl prayed to 

a1l the gilded gods her house contained. 

She cndeayourcd to make Gen-si assist 

in ther,e dc,·otions, but she had attended 

to the instructions of her brother Chun, 

and would pray only as he ha<l t3.ught 

her. At length she died! 

The mother's eyes seemed bursting 

fron1 their sockets! she tore the lifeles. 

child fto111 off tlJe bed) and paced th~ 

roo1n ,,~ith wild disordered step. Scarce 

could t11ey force the body fro1n her 

arms, and when they <lid, she seized 

poor Chun by the ears, and, shaking 

hi111 Yio1ent1y, said he was the greatest 

enemy she had, and she was sure he 

hacl preYailcd on Gen-si to resign her 

life to the grrat Goel he V{orshipped­

" For I am ccrtai11,'' continued she.1 
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'°' he is most powerful, and I overheard 
" you praying hin1 to take her, per­
" suading her to haYe no fear of death, 
" ancl promising to join her in the 
"gardens of everlasting happiness." 

"And that," said Chun, " is no·v my 
" only comfort. Oh, lovely Gen-si 1 

"1ny angelic sister! if fr01n thy seat of 
" bliss thou canst bebolcl thy poo · 
'' forlorn, dese1 ted brother, pray to the 
"God of 1\'fercy that he ~vili s0rn re­

" move hi1n fron1 this world of cares, 
'' and turn the lirart Gf thy dictracted 
"n1otlwr; tbat, \Vhen ]Jer spirit quits 
"its tenement of clay, it may ascend 
"to hea·vcn, ancl there enjoy pcrpetua­
" ]Ja ppincss with that of Ii ttle Gen-si. ;, 

Ile then concealed his face within his 
hands, sunk on his knees, and bo\-.;Ted 
hi head e\·cn to the earth. Ile remained 
in that position for son1e time: when 
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'k e arose, he was surprised to see his 

n1other cahnly seated by the side of her 

child, her anns folded on her breast, and 

her eyes swollen ,vith ,veeping. I-Ier 

frantic sorrow had alarmed him, but 

this silent grief 1nelted his heart, and 

gave existe11.::e to a sensation such as 

he had never felt towards her b~fore. 

Again he sunk upon his knees, and 

hu1nbly asked her blessing: she deigned 

to place her hand upon his head, and 

tlic wann heart of Chun bounded with 

duteous love, and silently forgaye her 

e, ·ery pm1g that she had made it suffer. 

IIcariug· that bis father had entered 

the ~1 r<utrncnt5, he asked leaYe to retire, 

that lie 111ight not be a witness of tbe 

g 1 icf be k1~ew t11at he 111 us t feel a t 

!11:~aring of the death of this h is only 

<la i:gliter. 

F- . 



,, 

50 

On the succeeding day Chun ,vorkcd 

about tbe fields, and 11e_,,·er once entered 

the cl welling of his father; but, on the 

day succeeding that, a storn1 arose, such 
as had neYer been re1nen1bered: son1e of 

the largest trees ,rere split in twain, 

,vhile others "'ere torn up by the roots; 
t11e cattle, running for shcl tcr, "\YCrc 
struck <lead, ai:-id e,·ery thing contri­

buted to n1akc a scene of a"\\·ful dcYas­
tation ! Chun spent t11e hours in prayer, 
until he rcceiYecl a sull:rnons to attend 

his 111otl1cr: he instantly obeyed, and 
found her in an a 0 ·011y that cannot be b .. 

described. " Oh! Chun,'' said she, 

" what means this dreadful storm? I 

" fear your God is ano•J"\' and will not v b .J' 

" be appeased until he bas destro: eel 

" the "ho le of our possessions. '\rha t 
" w i11 become of me? ,rhat can I do?-'' 
" h.Ecel down and pray to him,., ~aid 

J 
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Chun. " Oh! I am afraid," she slowly 

,vhispered. " I never thanked hi1n for 

" his blessings, and he ,vill think I shall 

" return again to 111y ungrateful course : 

" but indeed, indeed-- " Here an 

awful flash of lightning, follo,ved by 

a most tre1nen<lous clap of thunder, tore 

up a stately tree that gre,v before her 

windo,v: it fell against the m_ansion, 

and shook it to its foundation! She 

dropped upon her knees, and raised her 

hands and eyes to heaven. Chun ,vept 

aloud ; the 1notber fa1nted : he bore her 

to her couch, and, by the tin1e he had 

recoYered her, the storm had nearly spent 

itself. She clasped her hands, and said, 

" Oh, Tien! thou art great indeed!"­

Chun advised her to repose, and offered 

io retire, but she entreated hin1 to stay. 

,i I feel n1ore safe,'' saiJ she, " when you 

#I. are near n1e; for, oh ! I fear again to 

F2 



" encounter the terrific v1s1011s of fast 
" night!" He promised not to leaye 
her, and soon she snnk to sleep. 

She a,voke cain1 and refreshed. Clnn~ 
led l1er to the window, and pointed out 
to her astonished eyes a rainbow, of 
amazing brightn~ss and extent. She, 
,vho had never noticed nature's 11eautics, 
was struck Yvith ,voncler and ,vith awe. 

Refreshments ,rere brought in, and 
Chun continued with her: there was a 
long silence. At length the 111othcr 

said-" It "·as but this n1orning I 
" thougl1 t 111y every hope "·as dead in 
"little Gen-si; now 111,y affliction wiU 
H a<lmi t a balm, and I feel more resigned . 
" canst thou tell the canse, my son~·­

t, It is that you no,v haYe some rclianct 

" upon the great Tien, and hope to join 
" her. It is that hope, and that reli­
t, ance, that has supported me under .s· 

I 



55 

., 1nany trials. Nothing could surpass 

H the love I bore to Si-ling, Jet you 

·, have ne\·er heard 111e utter the sweet 

" na1ne since the sad day when you as­

., sured n1e you had no hand in her 

" disastrous fate! You s~rw the end of 

,., her you loYed, and n1ust be certain 

" that no n1isfortune no,v can reach her .. 

u 11y lo\·e ,vas torn fron1 1ne by bar­

:. barous bands, and this the only relict 

.; that is left 1ne." So saying, he took 

the beat1.teous lock of glossy hair fron1 

.. 1is sad bosom. It had been torn out 

,1Jy the roots, ·which were now closely 

t:emented by the blood that had accon1-

p1.nietl the111 when they ,,rere forced 

fr0111 off her aching head, Chun pressed 

it to his heart, and wept. "I keep it 

" safe," said he, "for it is n1y only 

" treasure: hall I no reliance upon Tien,. 

" my life ,voulcl be 111ost " rretched : I 

F 3 
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" should neYer enjoy my food, for fl·a :· 

" that she was sta.n·i11g: I should neYc :· 

" find repose, for fear that some rufk 

J ' wretch had 1n u r<lcred her\, ! But \, c Ir 
"I feel assured that Tien ,vill not su ffe r 

" it. She is one of his most glo1 jo us 

" works, and he ·will ne\·er allow her 

" to be despoiled by a base n1ortal '." 

'' Ilark !'' said the 1nother, " what 

"means that tinkling of bells~ "''­
" Surely," said she, 111 great surpri~c, 

" surely it n1ust he a n1csscngcr from 

" court?'' They sat some time in 

anxious expectation: at length tlicy 
heard the naine of Chun yoicefcratcd 

through the gardens; and presently tbc 

"" There is no post in China. The f.ipperor's 

despatches are carried hy a man on horschacl- : 

tlie letters are pla ced i11 a belt, which is fastl'11 cd 

round his ,mist, and has a muuber of small Itel!: 

sewed to the bottom of it. 

-
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father, breathless and pa le with fear1 

came into the apart'ln~nts. 

"Chun,· ' said he, "you must obey the 

' " nrnncbtc of tbe g1 c,Lt Emperor, and 

" instantly rep-air to cou1 t. Oh! I fear 

" a sentence the 1nost terrible awaits 

" our house ." " I'ea.r not for 111c, n1y 

" father-if Pro, idence or<lains that I 

'' should end n1y life by some ingenious 

iC torture, 111y sufferings \\"ill be sbort. 

" ,rhat is the anguish of a wou11d 

"giYen to the b•- :-1y conipared to those 

" infiicteLl on the mind? 1\1 y 111 ind has 

" been so torn, so lacerated-but that 

" is past, and worse ran nc,·cr bcfal 

"111c !" Be then, embracing his pa­

rents, s1.1<.1-" ,r ecp not for 111e; for, if 

" it is n.1y fate to suffer on the rack, or 

" to b e cut into ten thousand pieces, 

" I shall know that c\·ery stroke will 

({ bring me nearer to my end, and the n 

,. 



t j 

l 
) 

56 

'' I feel assured a great, a glorious rc­
H war<l a'lva1ts n1e!'' So sa\·m :r he 

.I b' 

rushed from tbe apart men ts. II is pa.-

rents gazed on each other in silence: 
at len~)·th the nioi:her said-" I fear the ,_., 

"n1alicc of the Queen has reached us?'. 

" No; the n1es:;e1:ger inforn1s n1~ 

" she is dc:icl.,, 

" How? I pray you tell 111e how?". 

" And is it possible you can thus 
" eagerly enquire the fate of others,. 
'' when you should tre1nble for your 

" own? ,vh:it if you should be brought 
" to triJ.l for the cruel treatment you 
"h~n·e g·iven to your most ,vortby son?' 

" The c1 ud treatment I have given 
" hi rn, sir ? I ?' 

" Y ts, madam, you. FI as it not been 
" the businesc;; and the p:easnre of} our 
" life to 111ortifv and torture t1.,. ~ 1.111-., 

" happy youth?' 



Si 

"An<l pray, sir, how happened i·~7 

" that with your pitiful and tender 

" heart, you neYer did correct or tln\·art 

" 111y n1ost unjust proceed ings~-, 

" Because, 111aclam, like the great Em­

" peror hin1self, I ,vas goYernc<l by ~ 

·"· blind partiality for 1ny ·wife) and on 

" that plea I build my hopes of pardon. 

"But JOU, I fear, will feel the 11t111ost 

" rigour of the law, unless your poor 

" ill-treated son should intercede in yoltr 

" behalf; then, perhaps, it n1ight be 

" softened into imprisonment for life in 

:, some dark solitary cba111ber; or--·, 

" Cool insolence !· And La ,·c you 

"then forgotten who it was applied the 

" bastinado to 11is back, as a re\\·ard for 

"his unparalleled and generous con­

'' duct?' 

This ci1cumstance had quite escaped 

the n1cn10ry ot the father, and the ri:-
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collection of it 1nade him change hi:3 
tone. "I was but jesti11g ·with tbee, 
" lo,·e,'' said he. ",v e have both been 
" faulty, and must now be friends, nor 
" try to aggravate each other by rJk­
" ing up past cruelties, but both en­
" deaYour to obtain the pardon of hin1 
" we ha Ye so injured." 

" J>ray," said the lady, "pray, su, 
" intercede for pardon by yourself.­
" l\Iy son and I are the most cordial 
" friends.~ 

"Nay, but n1y love--~~ 

" Ko, sir ! your love lives on th~ 
" other side tbe n1ansion-vour concu-., 

"bine I mean. ·Your wife has lost !1tr 
" share of your affection!" 

<, Ko, j nc1eecl, 111 y 1 i fc, we shall h1., 
" firmer friends.:' 

" N e,·cr, sir! K e,·er !" 

"Ah, thus it is; like the great Em-

j 
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" press to the last, to satiate thy ven~ 

"geance \\ reek it on thyself!" 

\~ ang-~o scarce breathed, in hopes of 

hearing something 1110re about the E1n­

prcss. Iler husband saw that curiosity 

,vas seated on her brow, and therefore 

c11ecked his tongue, and Sd.t with folded 

arn1s, and he:id Lent towards the earth. 

She suffered hin1 to sit in that position 

for some ti111e; then offered hin1 re­

freshments: he ho-wed, but did not 

taste them. Again son1e n1inutes passed, 

and she observed how beautifully the 

sun shone after the dreadful stonn : 

again he bowed, but did not answer. 

At length she ~aid-" I think that I 

" will order mv chair, and hasten to 
., 

" Pekin; I then sl13.li know the ,nnst; 

~: and--·' 

"'That wrrild be dangerous, lo~.-e," 

said he. " 1.uc ~uocl"111g <leach of the 
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he1 lips. 

" ""-e--, 1 - · 1. ..., my ovc. lt seems a!._ 1nnocert; 
" old nian was doomed to :; :ffci· '111 ex­
" cruciating torture. The Ccb·, ·· ·u­
" terposed_, and tolcl the Emperor t:·1at. 
" he nev~r could expect his sui Jects 
'' to honour and obey him, ·whilst !C 

" a1lo,vecl himself to be goYcrned by 
" a vindictive, cruel worn an! 1 he en­
cc raged Empress dar eel a loot of fury 

'" at liim; and, C" lling to her slaves, 
a ordered a goblet of Formoso water !· 
" to be brought her. 'I fear you not,' 
" said the {inn min"ister. ' I an1 weary 

" 'of being a daily witness of such 
" 'cruci ties. and care not how I end , 

"' T:,e f ir.::;t minister of stale. 

-r The ,rn!crs of Fonno::so ar a deadly pci.,on : 

only the w·,ter of tiw capi tal c:::111 be dn nk .. 
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" • 1ny life.' The poison being brought, 

'' the En1press presented it herself; but 

"the Emperor, gently pushing back her 

' ' hand, said-' Ko! I fear that he is 

,: ' right, and I an1 guilty.' This wicked 

" ·wonrn.n, burning with rage, and being 

:: unable to revenge herself on hi1n she 

" hated, lifted the poison to l1er cwn 

H 1 i ps, and drank it down, c-vcn to the 

'' -very dreo·s Iler sufferin o·s were lono· :::, • b b' 

:, and it is supposed more agonising than 

'· any she had caused to be inflicted 

" upon others. Sometimes she fancied 

" that the ghosts of her departed victims 

" were tearing on t her en trails; and, 

" ,rhen her weeping husband said her 

" tender body could not long endure 

" such agonies; ' Ah! but my soul!' 

" said she, ' my soul is <loomed to suffer 

" ' agon:es perpetual.· 

G 
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" Her death has caused a n1ighty 
H change in the great Emperor, and be 
" rcsoh·cs to n1ake a ton em en t for his 

" ill-spent life, Ly protecting the ~::no­
" ceat, ~~11d nuttinQ' to the torture even' ! -..J • . 

" guilty wretch in his dominions, and 
"n1uch I fear that we shdl not e~('.~lV; l 

. 1 l ,. " unpu111s 1ec. · 
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CHAP. III. 

.Burr to return to Chun.-vVhen he left 

the last court of his father's n1ansion, 

he perceived six horse1nen waiting. One 

of the1n led a horse towards him, and 

n1otionecl that he should 111ount it, 

,vhich he in1n1ediate1y did, and another 

brought hin1 a bag of provisions and 

a flask of wine; they then separated, 

three riding in the front of Chun, and 

three behind. In this 1nanncr they tra­

velled all night, and all the next day, 

·and when they disn1ounted it ·was too 

dark for him to see what kind of 1nan­

sion "!1c w-as led into, but a lamp within 

the cba1nber she-wed hin1 a comfortable 

bed ; and a servant, who brought i1J. 

G ~ 
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,varm refreshments, motioned that there 
he n1ight repose. The servants ne,,er 
spoke; and he, cletern1ining to yield 
himself to Providence, asked then1 no 
questions. After making a most hearty , 
supper he retired to rest, and slept 
soundly until the n1orn ing. 

Soon after he arose a servant entered 
with a cake of rice and a cup of tea; 
and, presently after, a r-nan entered, "--ho, 
by his gestures, shewed he ·was a po -
ture-master, and that he ,vas c-ome to 
teach hi1n ho,v to bo,v and run, in the 
n1ost graceful n1anner. Chun ,vas ex­
cessively surprised, yet still he did not 
ask the meaning, but took his les­
sons ·with great hun1ility for several 
n1orn1ngs. 

At last a sen-ant entered, and told 
hin1 that he n1ust prepare hin1self to 
recei ,·e a visitor. Soon after a 111an 
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of noble presence entered: in his coun­

tenance \vas gravity blended ,vith great 

sweetness: and, when Chun bowed hi111-

self to the earth, his august visitor did 

the same. He then desired hi1n to be 

seated, and said-" Chun, you 1nust 

" attend upon the great E1nperor, and 

" answer truly every question that shall 

" be put to you." If his conscience had 

accused him of any crime, this sun1-

n1ons would have n1ade him tremble ; 

but Chun had never caused unhap­

piness to any thing that God had bles­

sed with life; no, not even an insect, 

or a reptile ! \Villingly therefore he 

follo,ved his conductor, ·who seemed 

indeed to regard hi111 as a supenor 

being. 

In the n1idLlle of the courts of the 

imperial palace there is a path paved 

with large stones, on which the En1-

G 3 
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peror ,va1ks when he goes out, and those 
that pass on it n1ust run fast, which is 
a 111ark of respect they observe when 
they pass before a person of quality. 

After passing through eight courts, 
at last they arrived at his apartment. 
He ,vas in a cang, for thus they call a 
great hall or parlour, that stands by 
itself, where the Emperor lives, and 
which 1s carried upon slaLs of white 
n1arble. This cang ,vas composed of a 

1ial1, in which there was a throne : he 
,vas sitting in a can, or akoYe, raised 
three feet, which took up the whole 
length of the room. The can ·was 
covered with a plain w bite felt: per­

haps he affected this simplicity, as 
being 111 111ourning for the Empress. 
Ilis habit was only of white satin, 1ined 

with the fur of sables. 

As soon as any one enters the court, 

J 

j 
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he 111ust run in a graceful 1nanner till 

he arrives at the bottom of t11e cha1n­

ber which is opposite to the Emperor; 

then, being in the f-ron t in the san1e 

line, he n1ust stand a little tin1e ·with 

both arn1s extended, and after bending 

his knees, bow down to the ground 

three tin1es, then rise up again; and 

repeat the ceremony three tin1es, till he 

is comn1anded to advance, and kneel at 

the E1n peror's feet. 

The Emperor desired him to anse, 

and then said-" Chun, I charge you, 

" on your allegiance, to answer all such 

" questions as I shall put to you ·with 

" strict sincerity, nor for one mo1nent 

" think that it is curiosity ,.>Jone that 

" prompts n1e to 1nake the interro-

' ' . " gatones. 

Chun placed his hand upon his heart, 
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and bowed. The Emperor continued­
" It is said thy pe1sonal endowments 
" were once the theme of eyery pro­
" vince-hast thou not bitterly regret­
" ted the dcpri,·ation of thc1n ?" 

'' rTe·ver, great sir! I regard it as the 
"first Yisitation of Tien. 1-Iacl I re­
" tah1ed that out,vard gloss I never 
" should haye known myself, the toorld, 
" or him." 

" A 0 ·ain-It is said that thou didst b 

" sell thyself to purchase comforts for 
" thy sick father, who 1nust have died 
"wi tl10ut this tin1cly aid : and that he 
" repaid thy filial love with cruelty 
" unp~ra1le1ed-dic.1st thou not then 
•' regret that thou hadst n1ade thyself 
" a s 1a ,· e for snch a parent~,, 

" Oh, no ! the thought ahvays bring~ 
"comfort with it. I call it to ren1em .. 



" brance, that it 1nay ,varm my hca1 t 

" ,vhenever it is chilled by cruel dis-

"' appointment." 

" If thou didst not repent the gene-

., rous act, ,vhy didst thou suffer thy 

" senses to forsake thee?" 

" Because my feelings ·were so strong ; 

'' my power to govern then1 so ,veak." 

" Lastly-It is said that thou didst 

~, find a fen1ale infant: nourished and 

" instructed it with the tenderest care; 

" and, when she ,vas about to repay 

N thee ·with her virtuous love, ruthless 

" barbarians tore her from thy arms." 

The E1nperor perceiving the extreme 

agitation of Chun, felt great con1-

passion towards hin1; and, in the kind­

est 1nanner, said-" Dost thou not 

" think it had been bette r if Provi­

" dence had left us ,vithout these 

" violent passions, \\·hich lead c\·cn the 
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:·: best of us i:1 to 01·1'0:---s"· •"1·1p.,_1' 7l'C'-'-'- ... J. .,,") V.1..,,.'--L .. J.., 

" into crimes?"' 

"The passion~," replied Chun, "will 
"11eYer injure him who encleaYotus to 
,: rule tbern. The heart, like a c lt.ar 

c: mirror, is not sullied by rcfkcting 
" all sorts of objects.:' 

" n ·, · 1 1 T." .._Jut, s::uc t 1c .r..mpcror, " if thon 
~, hadst po\\-cr o\·er the ·,n·ctches ,,-ho 
" rolJbccl thee of thy Si-ling, ·wouldcst 
H thou not put tbe111 to a death n1ost 
H Yiolent ?' 

" N" o, surely,'' replied Chun; " I 
" ,~:ould resign them to tlJc great En1-
" pcror of the world, ·who wjll not leave 
·' -vice ·without punishment, or Yirtue 
" without re·11Tarcl, whatcYer the prcstnt 
" condition of both may be." 

f 1 1 ~ " Of one part o t mt great trut 1, 

repl icd the Emperor, " tboa art a bright 
<, example..,. Ile tbcn arose-, clcscendcd 

) 
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from the throne, and, taking a party~ 

coloured robe,~ from the Colao, he pre­

sented it to Chun, s:iying-" Accept 

" this as an earnest of n1y future fa­

,: voLns. Next-I request thee to ac­

" cept the mandarin ship of thy nati ,·e 

" proYincc. The soil is so unfruitful 

" that t11e unhappy husb2.ndrnn.n b.bours 

" in Yain. Go; ,vortby Chun, instruct 

,: them to impro\'C their land, and h1ake 

" tbern happy : it i.s a task ·well suited 

•• to thv ~renerous heart and skilful ., 0 

'· hand." Chun made the nine cus­

tomary bows, and left the presence. 

Beyond the ou tcr porch he found a 

grand assembly \\'aiting to escort him 

to his province, where he was rcceiYcd 

~, Tl1c Emperor of c:1ina cam,ot give a more 

rnagniii-:ent proof of his esteem than a robe, rnade 

uf fatlc srraare.,, of cYcry co !our, designed to re-
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with loud acclamations by all ranks of 
people. l\lany ten1ernbered him; and, 
recollecting that his father ·was a 
garn bler and a cheat, they reverenced 
Chun the more, because he had pre­
served his Yirtuous principles under so 
had a parent. They had heard his 
(:baractcr, and ,vere prepared to loYe 
him, ancl do eyery thing that he should 

order; so that, in twenty months, the 
proYince of Chen-si became, ,rnd con­
tinues to this day, the n1ost fertile all r~ 
hen.utiful in the ·whole empire. 

At length the Emperor recalled hi1n; 
and, surely, never ,vas the departure 
of mandarin o much regretted. At an 
early hour the streets ,vere thronged; 
and, while the poor testified their gra­
titude by tears, and fervent prayers 
for bis prosperity, t11c richest inhabi­
tants had prepared feasts at the distance 

J 
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•
1'Jf every league, that he and his whole 
.suite might refresh themselves. Every 
tloncr, having provided a pair of ne\v 
boots, himself placed the111 upon the 
legs of Chun, preserving those ·which 
he had ,vorn as precious relics*. 

On his return Chun was ao·ain 
t:, 

brought before the Emperor, ,v110, 
rising and descending from the throne, 
pre,·ented the obeisance lvhich he ,vas 
preparing to 1nake, by taking his hand, 
and saying, at the same tin1e-" Oh, 
" Chun! I acknowledge thy superiority 
" eyer n1e in every thing, and therefore 
" I resign the en1pire to thy care. Nay, 
" not a ,vord; my people ,vill love me 
"for this act of justice; it is the only 
"'' atonement I can 111akc then1 for the 

'' It is still customary in C!1i11a to pay ·these 
honour::. to a .Mandarin who has acquittetl himself 
,ritli credit in his province. 

H 



,~ n1any acts of cruelty ,vhich I lia-vt 

" suffered to be inflicted upon them. 
'' I resign to you my throne; not that 
"the people may be your servants, but 
" that you 111ay be their father, and 
" presen·e justice, peace, and regularit~· 

" in the don1 inions." 

Chun ,vas in1rnedir,tely proclaimed 
Emperor, and ascended the throne, 
,vhen all the princes, lords, prime 
officers of the army and the crown, "·ith 
the n1andarins of all the tribunals, 
prostrated themselyes at his feet three 
times, and, at each prostration, touched 
the ground w ith their forehcadc,, and 
n1ade the nine customarv bo,vs. Ko-v 

thing could excccLl the n1agnificence of 
the gre~t court where this ceremouy 
,vas performed. All the n1andarin.:: 
,rere rano·cd on both sides, dressed 0 

111 silk gowns, flo\'vcred with gold, in 
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the form of roses. There ,vere fifty 

that carried umbrellas of gold brocade 

and silk, ,vith their staves gilt, and 

,vere divided into t\VO ro,vs, t\venty­

five on each side the throne. Near 

then1 ,vere thirty officers, ,vith large 

fans, en1broidered 

these last ,vere 

,vith gold, and near 

twenty-eight large 

standards, embroidered ,vith golden 

stars, great dragons, and the figures of 

the new and full rnoon, ·with all its dif­

ferent phaces and appearances, to repre­

sent the twenty-eight n1ansions of the 

11eavens, and their conjunctions and 

oppositions ,vith the sun, as they 

appear in the intersections of the circles, 

·which the astronomers call the dragon's 

head and tail. An hundred other 

standards followed these, and the rest 

of the n1andarins carried n1accs, axes, 

hammers, and other instruments of ,var 

II 2 
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or ceremony, ,vith heads of monsters.;­
and divers animals. 

The uproar without the court ,vas so 
great, it was thought politic that Chun 
should she\v himself, which he imme­
cliately did. All ,vas silent for some 
time, ,vhen an old n1an cried out fron1 
the middle of the croud~" 1\iiay hea­
" ven oh g-reat sir! preserve "'-'Our life I,> ' ' 

.; 

"for many years! l\{ay it grant you a 
" nun1erous posterity, and render you­
" master of all the treasures of the 

. I" " uni verse . 

" You are deceived in your ,vis hes," 
replied Chun. " 1\fany cares attend 
" great riches; a nun1erous progeny 
" occasions great uneasiness; and long 
H life often Leromes disgusting of 

'' ·t lf" 1 se . 

" To have great riches,'' returnee! 
the old n1an, " and to pour the1n in to. 
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1 ' the boso1n of the unfortunate, is 

tt the true source of pleasure. Should 

" heaven bless thee ·with an innocent 

" and virtuous posterity, the more 

" nun1erous they are the n1ore agree- · 

" able it is to be a fath~r. If virtue 

" reigns in the ·world, one cannot live 

" too long ·with those who obey its 

" dictates: if it be neglected, we retire, 

H and enjoy it in solitude, and rise 

H afterwards upon a radiant cloud, even 

" to the throne of Tien!" 

Others expressed their ,vishes to the 

same effect, and he i-etired, an1idst the 

loud applauses of the populace. If e 

felt a rapturous glo-w of gratitude at 

this instance of the people's love; else 

<lid he seen1 depressed rather than 

eleYated at this sucl<len change from 

poverty to grandeur. Ilis warn1 and 

generous heart panted for son1e con-

n 3 
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genial one to stamp a Yalue on the gif't­
by sharing it; but she, his only lo,·c, 
the sympathising Si-ling, she ,vas lost, 
and he re sol vcd not to insult her 1ne-
1nory by tasting any joy save thJ.t 
which should arise from doing good. 
IIe seemed to yield rather than rule: 
and though the coronation dinner was 
composed of every delicacy the empire 
cou1d lJ roduce, ) et ·would a tear (spite 
of his strong endeayours to prevent it) 
steal down his cheek, and his swollen 
throat oppose the passage of the Yiands, 
,vhcn he com pared thc1n with the 
l101nely but delicious ones of bis 0\\' 11 

hut, to which the presence of the child 

of his affection ga\·e a zest. 

A tragedy ,vas performed during the­
dinner; and, when the guests were 
all departed, the Colao informed hint 
that the princesses and ladies of the 
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court, willing to express their joy at 

his high exaltation, had prepared a· 

little entertainn1ent, at which hin1self 

and ministers only could be present. 

Chun followed his conductor to a 

larr;e apartment, elegantly fitted up, 

At one end ,vas a raised balcony, 

fronted \\·i th a trellis-·work of 0 Teen b 

and gold : in this balcony the lad ies 

,\Tere seated; and, soon after the En1-

peror entered, the concert began with 

a loud chorus. 

" IIail ! hail ! hail ! 

" IIail to the great parent of the 

" universe'. who has seen the distresses 

u of his children, and heard theii­

" prayers; recalled the cruel murderer 

" of their dca.r relatives, and placed a 

H lover of equity 2.nd jnstice on the 

"- throne.-Long n1ay he reign!" 

After a p::tuse, a " oice, soft and 
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nlelodious, sung the follo\ring solo·:-~ 

" l\iay the partner of his splendour 
" be the soother of his cares. :\Iay her 
" heart dance ,vith rapture at his 
"' approach, or when she listens to his 
" praises. l\Iay the domestic joys of 
" eYening repay hin1 f0r the toils of 
" the day that he never n1ay reoTet V' U 

" ha Ying been forced to leave his happy 
" home, and the dear, IoYed associates 
a of his youth. i\Jay his children 
" stand around hi1n like the shoots of 
" the bamboo. ~·lay they be early 
" taught to reYerence his Yirtues, that 
" they may striye to in1itate them, ancl 
"give the eYening of his life a cloud­
" less sky." 

Chun "·as almost lost in rapture, the 
voice ,ras so entrancing: the subject of 
the ycrses too ·raised hin1 to the pin-­
nacle of human bliss; but, when the 
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n1usic erased, his spirits sunk, he heaYe<l 

a sigh, and felt assured such bliss could 

never be his. Upon reflection, the 

e1notion of the singer n1uch displeased. 

hin1. It ,vas a great wickedness, he 

thought, to teach young girls such soft, 

seducing arts: ,vondered that n1en of 

sense were not disgusted with a female 

,vho could so ,vell express ,vhat it ,vas 

impossible that she could feel, and 

none but her old goyernante* had 

taught her to express, and he secretly 

resoh·ecl to prohi-bit all nurseries of vo­

luptuousness. Again the n1usic sounded, 

e1..nd presently the ladies entered danc-

'• There are a number of old women in the 

jW°'ince of Se-tchou who make a liviug by purchasing­

handsome well-made girls, whose feet they suffer to 

continue of the natural size; they ha Ye tl!em taught 

music, dancing, and all sorts of accornplisl1ments, and: 

t.hen sell them to gentlemen for cwncubiucs •. 
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to the lively melody . It all 111g ap-

peared like enchantment: Chun en-
quired of the 1ninister ·which ,vas the 
female who had sung alone? She was­
not there-his heart sunk ·within him, 
but soon he rallied it. " Ah!'' said he, 
" thou truant, thou shalt not be fabe to 
" Si-ling, though death has clasped 
" her to his icy breast." A variation in 
the n1usic 1nade hin1 raise his eyes, and 
he beheld a fen1ale the 1nost graceful 
he had ever seen : her dress \\~as simple, 
and her mo-ren1ents n1odest, yet there 
was so111ething in her n1anner that 
plainly shewed she ·wished to gain the 
heart of the new Emperor; but he, 
detcnnining that she should not suc­
ceed, endeavoured to keep his eyes 
fron1 her n1ost fascinatmg person; but, 
:fin<ling that impossible-': ,v ell then," 
said he, " I will indulge my fancy 101: 



•· this once; but never, never again ,\-ill 

"I expose 111yself to such ten1ptation.'' 

"'\Vhen the dance was ended the Colao 

desired the ladies to unveil. Chun 

bent his head downwards, for he 

feared to look upon them, but the 111i­

:1ister softly ·whispered him, the ladies 

,rould be quite unhappy, and think 

they had offended hin1, if he refused to 

3ee them: he therefore raised his head, 

but still he kept his eyes fixed on the 

ground. The ladies passed hin1 one by 

one, each 111aking a low rc,·crence, and 

pronouncing the ,vorcls " T7an Jo '::'." 

,~ The Chinese ,rnmen make a reverence, or cour­

tesy, in the same manner as those of Europe.-· 

In the begiuning of the monarchy, when simplicity 

reigned, "omen were permitted, when they macle a 

courtesy to a rnan, to make use of these two words, 

1·an fa. 1~m, signif ies ten thousand, and Jo, happi­

ness. 1 • ow it is not thought <kccnt to addre5s .:i 

man ia tln,t nmnner. 



Chul1 actually tren1bled, and coultt 
not preYen t his downcast eyes front 
,,·a11<.lering after the habiliments of her 
,·.rho, in spite of his reason, had de-
1ighted him. She came tbe last of all, 
nrnde her courtesy Yery slowly, an<l 
:repeated the words "can Jo. Chun's 
heart bounded to his throat, yet he 
kept his eyes upon the ground : she 
·waited 1nore than a 111j11 u tc, and still he 
kept his resolution! She 1aicl a paper 
on his knee; he pusbed it fron1 him, 
as it had been a basilisk. She htaYed tt 

soft sigh, and unwillingly departed. 
Chun remained seated in the same 

position for some time; "hen, feeling 
angry ,vith himself for thinking of a. 
·won1an '"ho \\·as so forward, he hastily 
arose; and, percciYing that his ministers 
had left him, and he was quite alone, 
he took the paper off the ground.-
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'H It can be no hann," said he, " to 

" look on tlus? No, it ,vere better 

" that I should peruse it, I 111ay n1eet 

",vith son1ething to disgust and cure 

"n1e of this strange, un"rarrantable 

" . " pass10n. 

It ·was son1e tiine before he dared 

to open it; ·\vhen, glancing slightly 

oYer the first page, the na111e of Si­

li11g rnet his eye! IIe no,v acted like 

one beside himself: first he atten1pted 

to follow her-then he sat do,vn­

arose again, and paced the roon1 ,vith 

hurried step, saying-" Uncivilized 

" barbarian as I an1 ! That lovely 

" female knows son1ething of 111y Si­

" ling, and yet I treated her ,vi th 

" rudeness and contempt. Ah ! 111ay 

" not this book infonn 111e ,vhat has 

" befallen her, and ·where she is?" 

I 
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He hastily concealed it in his bosom; 
and, calling for some one to conduct 
hi1n to his cha111ber, made fast tbe 
door, and, ·with great e111otion, read 
as follows;-

l 



,u IN the fond hope that these cH!­
racters ,vill one day meet the eye of 

her dear father, poor Si-ling eagerly 

seizes every mon1ent of solitude, thus 

to converse ·with her preserver and 

protector. Deprived of your beloved 

society, I haYe no· pleasure but in 

thinking of you, and in practicing the 

lessons you taught me, every one of 

,vhich brings comfort ,vith it, but none 

so n1uch as that grand lesson ·which 

you hourly inculcated-a resignation 

to the will of Tien. It is that sup .. 

ports n1e in n1y troubles; it is that 

enables n1e to form these charactirs 

I~ 
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for your perusal; and it is that assure~ 
n1e we shall meet again! 

" Oh! what a sad transition fr01n 
excess of joy to that of sorro\v did I 
experience on the fatal night when 
last ,ve parted! Scarcely had I entered 
my little harbour, ,vhen a stranger 
follo,ved; and, gently se1zmg n1e; 
declared that I n1ust go ,vith him. I 
endeavoured to remonstrate, but in: 
vain: he assured n1e that no harn1 
should happen 111e, and that a lady "'as 
,vaiting to conduct 1ne to tl1e city. I 
entreated to see you, but he ,,·ould 
not allow n1e : I then requested to 
leave some token of n1y love; that he 
·would not suffer: I forn1ed sonic cha­
racters upon the sand; but he, 1-- er­
ceiving n1y intention, placed his foot 
upon, and extinguished them. I then 
rent 111:y garn1eu.ts ,vith rny teeth, and 
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d1e air with 111y cnes. I--Ie told n1e I 

could not be heard, for that his fello"' 

sh1Yes had orders to stun you ·with 

th,.:ir rnirth, and not to suffer you to 

le2Ye your chamber before the sun 

aro~e. He th.en lifted 111e in his arms~ 

111y strugglings ·were vain; and, fearing 

you should think I ,vas a ,villing ·wan­

derer, I used n1y utinost strength to 

force a lock of hair from off my head, 

and hung it on a plant, unseen hy 

the destroyer of my happiness. 

" The pain and horror which I felt 

at being forced to leave the only being 

,,.rho111 I loYed on earth, depri \-eel my 

~oul of energy: the trees seen1ed fading 

from my Yiew, and I lost all recol-

lection of the prescn t and the past 

,rhcn my reason returned to me, I 
found that I was seated 111 a 111OYlll0' 

t".\ 

l1arbour, ancl the strangest look;ng 

I 3 



thing beside 111<: ! I demanded ,v hat 
it was? It assured 1ne that it was of" 
the sanie sex and nature as n1yself: I• 
could scarce believe it; for neYer did 
I see so strange a figure. Iler eyes 
,ve1 e sn1all and sunken, her nose 
entirely flat, her moath of an enorn1ons 
5ize, and ber black and greasy hair 
hanging like twisted snakes about her 
olive-coloured , isagc. She to]J rnc 
"Siic had been n1y 1nothcr·s nurse : 
this aroused n1y feelings, and I lis­
tened to her ·with ·attention. 

" She said n1y n1other was the only 
daughter of I(i-ang-tse : that her father 

, had designed to gi\·e her as a wife 
to the En1peror's first n1i-nister; hut 
that, unknown to him, she loYed her 
uncle II0-m1g-ti. Now this unr'le ,ras 
in reality no kin to her. his rnot1JCr 
bci113· the second . (' ,. \,·11c er 
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r~-tther*; and I-Io-ang-ti eight years old,: 

·,vhen she was 1narried b., him. I{i­

: ng-tsc's daughter ,vas at that tin1e 

near six years old: Ho-ang-ti and 

she received instruction at the san1e 

time, and 1nutuaUy vowed to love· 

each other al ways. vVhen the n1ar­

nage ,vith the 1ninister ,vas proposed 

to Li-chi, she ,vas grief-struck; but, 

depending upon, the love her father' 

hore her, she earnestly en treated him 

not to sacrifice her at the shrine of 

~u11bition. ' As to t11e 1ninister,' said 

she, ' I owe hin1 great respect be-

' 
4 

cause he loves 1ny father, but I can. 

,i, Two people of the same family cannot marry? 

or who bear the same name, though their relation 

is ever so distai~t; nor do the laws nermit two 

brothers to marry two sisters, or a widower to 

marry his son to the daughter of the widow he 
intends to marry. 
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'never feel a sentiment n1ore tendc1~ 
,- towards him. I haYe a horror for 
' eYerv thino· relating to the court, ., .::> 

'and I ,rould die than be 
. sooner lil 

'any ·way connected with it.' 

" 'Foolish girl!' replied her fathcr7 
' you haye n1arred your fortune aJ1d 
' your happiness: the Colao has ontr­
' heard our conYersation, and would 
' not, I am certain, 111arry a princess. 
' who should once refuse him.' ' Then 
' I admire him,' said 1ny n1other, ' and 
' shall reyerence and estee111 h i1n while 
' I have life.' 

" Son1etime after this Ki-ang-tse had 
a 1a111eness which confined hin1 to his 
room. I-Io-ang-ti: came to see his bro­
ther, and Li-chi had an opportunity of 
telling him that a husband had been 
proposed to her. IIo-ang-ti was ex­
tremdy sorro,iy ful; fearing that, ,vhcr 
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others sued, her father 1night insist 

on her con1pliance. He ,vas thoughtful, 

pondering ho,v it ,vould be best to act, 

,vhen old Ning-chang (the nurse), ,vho 

,vas present, advised hi1n to prevent 

the possibility of her ever being an­

other's by 1narrying her hin1self. They 

,vere young and innocent; she old and 

crafty: she soon overcame all their 

scruples, and they ·were married ,vith­

out ceren1ony. 

" K.i-ang-tse's lan1eness continuing, 

IIo-ang-ti had frequent opportunities 

of being in con1pany ,vith Li-chi, and 

jn ren1oving, ,vith the assistance of the 

nurse's son, a part of the partition that 

separated his cha1nber fron1 t11c passage 

\vhich led into the apartments of the 

,\~0111en. After they had re111oved the 

,vood-work, they fixc<l up in its stead a 

sort of curtain, of transparent stuff, so 
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artfully, that no one could observe t11;t 
difference. Soon as Ho-ang-ti found 
that Li-chi ,vas in a ,vay to make a fa .. 
ther of him, he determined to entrust 
the child to your care, hin1self intend­
ing to place it on the threshold of your 
hut. The n1antle, on which ,vas em­
broidered 'foster the friendless,' ,vas 
his invention, and worked at his desire. 
He pleased hi111self ,vith thinking ho,v 
he ,vould ,vatch o,·er you, and praise 
you for your eare of heaven's foundling, . 
intending, Ly degrees, to become fond 
of it hin1self, to appropriate a piece of 
ground for its support, and, in the end, 
adopt it : but all these resolutions ,vcre. 
frustrated by death, the ne"'S of which 
~o overcame n1y n1other, that n1uch she 
feared her death would follow, aud so 
~xpose ber shan1e. 

" Your coming to her father's 1nan-:-



.aion was another grief to her; for, wheu. 

s11e was deli vere<l, to w ho1n could she 

entrust her babr? innP·-chan°· acl,·ised J <:> b 

her to prevail upon Ki ai1g-tse to let 

you sleep jn poor IIo-ang-ti's chamber, 

and that then she n1ight contrive to 

speak to you through the transparent 

part of the wall; but, finding she could 

not su-rnmon sufficient courage to reveal 

her shame, she persuaded her father 

that e,-ery thing would go wrong at 

I-Io-nan if you were not there to over-­

look the slaves. Complying with every 

·wish of her's, he fixed the 111orning 

f<,r your dcpa1 ture; and, tbe night pre­

ceding, I prematurely came into the 
YforlJ. 

" Anxiety for the fate of n1e in­

creased n1y n1other's agonies; but the 

ferti .e in ,·en tion of Ni ng-cLang soot i1ed, 

in som{' degree, her agitation. Cruel, 
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unfeeling old ,vo111an ! ho,v she laughed: 
when she described the fright she had 
occasioned you, by calling on your 
11an1e, and 111oving her flainbeau alo11g 
the transparent part of the partition. 
She thinks your fears prevented your 
following her at first, and takes great 
n1erit to herself for ,vorking on your 
feelings so successfully. She placed her 
light, she says, upon the in ward spring 
of a long sliding stick, so that she 
could r-1isc or sink it at her pleasere: 
that round the outward spring she 
placed sky-rockets, and, when she 
pushed it up to 1neet the light, they 
all went off together! She ·was charmed 
to find the strong effect this had on you; 
and, shaking me that I n1ight ma.kc a 
noise, s:ie squatted down: but I "Tas 
o hstiaate, she said, nnd dill not 111ind 
her, so that she was forced to pinch 
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i 1e seyere1y ! On this I screan1ed 
aloud, and to her great delight you 
took 111e up and fed n1e. She no\v 
crawled along the hedge until she 
knew that you could not distinguish 
her, then hasted ,vith the ne,vs of her 
success to 111y afflicted 1nother, ,vho 
clasped her hands in_ thankfulness, 
raised lier in1ploring eyes to Chang-ti*, 
and c~~pircd. 

" I had nearly expired also, the 
shock ,vas so sudden, so violent. 1Iy 
r~ason certainly forsook 111e; for, ·when 
I found myself in a cold, 1niserable 
apartn1ent, belonging to the son of 
Ning-chang, I could not at all re111e1n­
ber how I can1e there. A swarthy 
looking girl was set to ,vatch n1e; 
and, ·when she found my sen.5es were 
returned, she left 111c • 

. ,: Heaven. 

K 
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" I had llO'W leisure to pon<ler upoll 
what had happened, and could not 
but acknowledge that I 111eritcd son1c 
part of n1y aflliction, for n1y forget­
fulness of you. Y cs, 111,y 111ore than 
parent, I must confess the hope of 
seeing, for the first tin1e, n1y n1other, 
made 111e, in some degree, reconcikd 
to our separation, for indercl I hoped 
n1y 111other ,,·ould find a way to re­
unite us-now cycry hope "'\\·as lost. 

" In a fe\V hours old Xing-chang 
entered : I ,vas resoh·ed she hould 
not kno,v 111y sentin1ents; tbcrcfnre 
sat still, and spoke not. She ,,·as 
son1e time sikn t and confused : at length 
s11c said-' T\ly clearest child, your 
' blessed 1nother 111ade 111e the o·uar­o 
' dian of your person. 1-our dear 
' papa's estate 1s sold to st1angers, 
' therefore no 111ore a safe retreat for 
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' you: nor is Chun, the ploughman, a 

' fit con1panion for the grandchild of 

' the l\Iandarin I{i-ang-tse.' ~1y heart 

swelled ,vith indignation, but I uttered 

not a ·word. ' You are lovely,' she 

continued, ' very lovely; and I dare 

' say that 111y interest could procure 

' you to be n1ade a concubine to our 

' great Emperor! Or, perhaps, the 

' Colao, if he ,vas told ,v ho you are, 

c 1night n1arry you hin1self.' ' What? 

said I, ' the 111an \V ho ,vished to w·ed 

' 1ny 111other ?' ' The same, my _beauty. 

' I-Ie has never n1arried yet; and, as 
6 you are the very picture of your 

' mother, I dare say he ,voulcl like 

' you. N o-w, I have been thinking 

' that he, perhaps, n1ight tell your 

'surly grandfather ,vho you are, and 

' then you would have all his 1no­

' ney, and, of course, handson1ely 

K2 
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'reward 111e for bringing it about, for 
' old Ki-ang-tse is a wretched n1iser; 
'and, although I have done hi111 such 
' good service, and an1 still at bis con1-
' n1and, I do not think he 1neans to 
' leave n1e one single tael. K ow·, my 
' sweetest love, if you ,vill agree to­
' 111y proposals, I ,vill conceal you in· 
' your n1other"s chamber t ill I ca:1: 
' bring these things about. l{i-ang-tsc 
' has not had an hour's health since 
' her departure, and has never once­
' entered her chan1ber, so that there­
' you ,vill be safe.' 

" ~1y n1other's chan1b~r ! l\Jy heart 
heat sadly at the sound, yet it ·was an 
.interesting place, and, as I sa,v resjs­
tance would be vain, I acquiesced in 
every thing, hoping to find a frjencl 
in the good minister, ,,·hon1 she l1c:cl 
said 111.y 111other yal nec1, ·and Ki-an g- .. ~o 
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loved, but I entreated that she ,:v~oulcl 

not 111ake hi1n n1aster of n1y 111other's 

secret: that she had done already, and 

,vould haye told it to K.i-ang-tse, but 

that she feared he ,voulcl be angry, 

and discharge her. ' Though,' she 

.continued, ' I ·was not to blan1e, 

' because they loved each other ; and, 

~ if I did persuade then1 to unite in 

' secret, it ,vas for their pleasure, not 

' mine. I an1 sure I gained nothing 

• by it but n1utmurings and upbraid­

' ings. I did expect they would have 

' 111ade rne some handso111e recon1-

' pence, ancl so, perhaps, they 111ight, 

' if death had not overtaken then1 so 

• soon. Now you, I hope, ,vill not 

-,; (lelay rewarding 1ne as I deserve. It 

~ is probable that but for 111e you neyer 

' had had e. · istence: then think upon 

! the pains it cost me to fix you 111 a 

K3 
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' place of safety ; and now, if I should 
' get you 111ade the Emperor's concu­
' binc, or first wife to the granc 
' Colao, I ·think I shall <lesen-c your 
· everlasting gratitude, ancl to be 
' made your confident and pnmier 
' governantc.' 

" l\f y anger almost choakecI 111c, yet 
I concca1cc1 it, lest she should change 
her plan; and I had hopes, through 
the gr.and Colao's n1eans, I ~1--oulcl be 
soon restored to you: I therefore told 
11er she 111:ght depend on meeting 
with the gratitude she merited fiom 
111e. She appeared perfectly s.1tisficd 
vvith this assurance; and, wbcn it ,~-as 
entirely dark, conducted eie to the 
apartments of her late n1istrcss. Oh~ 
ho,v I trembled ·wbcn I entered her 
cha111ber ! 'The Ian thorn ,\'11ich Xing­
chan0· cn.rried shewed 111e the bed on b 



-.vhich 1ny hapless 111othcr breat11ed 
her last sigh! By the side of it ,ras. 
a stool, and opposite stood a hand~ 
~01ne cabinet:. Ning-chang hacl strip­
ped the ro0111 of every thing beside. 
I took the light ancl searched about 
in l1opes of finding somet11ing which, 
ha<l been worn by 111y dear 111other, 
but could see nothing except a black 
veil: I took it up; :Ning-chang ahnost 
screa1ned-' Pray put it down,' said 
she, ' till I an1 gone; then you 111ay 
' keep it if you please:' and then she 
added, in a half whisper-' I will tell : 
'yon a story about that vei1. Oh, I 
' never ·was so frightened in all n1y 
' life ! 

" 'I suppose that Chun, the plough­
' 111a11, ne,Ter tn.ught yo Lt a11y thing about 
' reli~6on; but you 111nst know, my 
'love, th~.t when we die our souls {h ., 
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~ out, and take up- their abode ,vithin 
' the body of son1c Lird or beast*, and 
' I do think the soul of your clear 1110-

, ther now animates a bat.' I askecl 

i;; The bonzes (Chii.iese priests), though an illiterate-­
set of men, have great power over the minds of the 
people, whom it is their interest to teach the dor~ 
trine of transmigration. The following story i& 
related by a Christian l\lissi,mary, who, for his great 
skill in astronomy, was suffered to reside in China 
more than thirty Jears. 

" Three bonzes, were one day out on a religious 
ramble, am1, passing by the yard of a rich farmer)) 
they saw three fi11e, fat, watld!iug duchs. They 
immediately set up such a terrible howling as brought 
the farmer out to see what was the matter. Ti1cy 
1okl him that the souls o[ their fathers inhabited 
the bodies of his ducks, and that tLey sl1onld never 
rest in peace 1ill they ,Yerc able to pm-chase them 
of him. The former promised to t:. ke the greatest 
care of. them, but that was not " ·hat they wanted; 
t}wy heat their breasts, and appeared in the greatest 
agony; upon which the farmer presented them tho 
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what led her to suppose so? and she 

replied-' l\Iy s-::)n being in great ,Yant 

<- of n1oney one night, I came in to thi~ 

' chan1ber (as I had often done before), 

' to see if there ,vas any thing of Li-

' chi's that I could sell. I could find 

' nothing but this- ycil; I snatched it 

' up hastily, ,rhen son1ething_ fle·w out, 

' and hit n1e such a smart slap on the 

' face, I think I feel i.t 110,v:. I ,va$ 

'so frightened that I could not stir,. 

~ and presently I heard it fluttcrinf; 

" against the ,vinclow. I then could see­

~- it plainly, and mn certain it was a-. 

hat.' ' But ,\That 111akes yon suppose 

ducks, bidding them make themsclYes hap:1y, fo1, 

1hey should keep their relations in their own pos­

.;;ess1on. They ofkred up prayers to Fo for the 

~.mner·s prosperity, and· scudded off with the dud~s~ 

l'.1.1.tde an excellent snpper of them, and 

5.t the credulity of the ~cucrous farm"r:' 
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1 it ,\·as the spirit of 111:y n1other? 
'Because it ·was exactly like the slap 
' she gayc 1ne ,vhen I endeaYoured to 
' console her a few n1oments before 
' you "'rere born. But I n1ust lcaye 
' you, love; so take these dried fruits, 
''1ncl this little flask of rice ,vine, and 
'I will be with yon in the n1orning.' 
I heggcd to ha \·e the 1igb t, but she 
refused; and, fas tcning too the door, 
left 111e to 111y 111editatio11s, which ,rere 
melancholy indeed. 

"I sunk upon the buJ, and wept 
n1yself into a sleep, fron1 ·which I 
,,·as awakened by sometbing crawling 
o\·er my f:ice: I pushed it with my 
hand, beard it fall upon the floor, 
ancl p:id along : l pres en t]y fc 1 t SC• 

vcral of thc1n running over 111y body; 
and, by their size and smooth skin, 
I juclgc that they were rats, attracted 
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by the smell of the dried fruits~ 
,vhich Nino·-chano· had laid UI)Oll the b b 

bed. I shuddered fron1 head to foot; 
and, taking the stool and fruit, I 
groped along until I reached the ca­
binet, which, ,,·i th clifl-icul ty, I d i111Lcd, 
an<l seated 111yself upon the top. I 
,vas fearfLd that the rats would reach 
inc e,·en their; so, taking out the 
veil, ,rhich I bad folded and placed 
"rithin ni;y bosom, I ,,rrapped it round 
my head, and, crossing it behind, 
brought the corners Lack to each 
temple, where I fastened the111 with 
the large cli~1.mo11cl Lodkins you had 
gi\-cn 111c on the night we parted, 
letting the ,·cil fall at its full length 
o,-cr 111y fi1ce and body. 

" I ha<l not long been seated when 
I heard t11c door of the cham bcr creak 
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on its hinges, and s:i.,v an a111azing taU 
figure enter: it was habited in w11ite; 
it had a n1elancholy aspect, and the 
head ,vas quite transparent. It ap­
proached the bed, and called aloud 
'Si-ling! Si-ling! Si-ling! as you -:a­
' lue the repose of your departed 1110-

, thcr, be kind to King-chang. Fos­
' tcr her as if she was your parent, 
'and gi·ve her ,rhate\·cr you can spare 
' from your allowance; nor then think 
' that yon hayc done enougb, for she 
'de~erycs your kindest loYe and ten­
' dcrest affection.~ 

At first I was extremely agitated and 
afraid, but soon I recollected that the 
voice was King-chang's; and, shocked 
to find so 111uch duplicity and wick­
edness, I groaned aloud. On this she 
turned around, aiH1, in seeir:ing agony, 
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exclaimed, c O 111i to Fo * !' I fancied 
that the dia1nonds upon the black veil 
111 ust shine like two large eyes, and 
that it ,vas the1n ,vhich had alarmed 
her; I therefore shook 111y head: she 
dropped upon her knees, and, pressing 
her forehead against the earth, the 
Ian thorn fell fron1 off her head, and 
set itself on fire. I, fearing that she 
,vould be burnt, jumped fron1 the ca­
binet. On this she hastily arose; and, 
,i:.~ithout looking back, shut the <loor 
after her, and fled. The paper Ian­
thorn was presently consun1ed, but 
still the lamp remained : of this I ·was 
extremely glad; and, reaching clown 
the fruit and \Vine, I con1fortably re-

'~ An exclamation much used by the worshippers 
of the idol Fo, or Foe, and resembles our " Oh., 
Lord, have mercy!" 

L 
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galcd myself "·ithout the fear of t 1e 
rats. 

" Soon as the sun arose, I searc11cd 
around the chamber; and, findino· 110-0 

thing that could interest me, · I triccl 
the door: to my surprise and joy it 
opened: I now wrapped the Yeil 
around 111c, anc.l wandered fort11 I 
knew not \\' hi thcr. 

'· I passed through seycra1 courts 
ancl halls, and at la';t c:i.rnc to a large 
door, which I opened, and, c1cst '-'1Hl­
j110· a flio·ht of ~:tc1)s, rntcrctl a most ~ b 

delicious ga1 den. 
,: lI~:re 1 conld not hc1 p reflect i r,~ 

on the 111<lny dear c1c1ights of \\·hicl1 
my 11apkss n1othcr Imel deprived her­
:-ielr by one false step! I wept to,, 
for my~c1 f; wand ·ring, friendless, ~1.11d 

~lfi·1 igl1tc 1: in the pakcc of n~y grand-
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jre, whose drooping age I 111igh t ha Ye 

comforted, had but 111y parents acted 

,vi th discretion. But soon I checked 

these nnumurings of my heart-' Had 

' it been so,' said I 'I never n1io-ht 
' b 

' ha,;;e known the ,vorthy Chun, nor 

- have been taught to ·worship the 
1 great Tien. Oh, Providence! I ac­

. knowledge thy ,visdorn, and yield 

'n1ysclf entirely to thy ,vill.' 

" I no,v ,vanderecl on ward through 

a winding path, shaded by tall and 

sweetly-s111elling trees, till I disco­

vered the building to ,vhich it led. 

I stopped to gaze upon 1t: its :figure 

,vas tri~ngular: the golden tiles shone 

through the green foliage, ,vhich had 

(:limbed up to the sumn1it, and, on 

a nearer view, the choicest flowers 

·rn l entwined themselves around these 

J, 2 
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fra 0 Tant b 

" I ascended the ,vhite n1arble 
steps, cletern1ining to ask protection 
of the happy i111nates : tapped softly 
at the door, and it yielded to the 
touch. I soon found it ,yas by acci­
dent that it ,vas open, a sn1all pebble 
11aving pre,Tented its entirely closing; 
and, ,vhoever had entered or departed 

- last, had shot the lock ,vithout per­
ceiving it. 

" I listened to hear if any one "Ta · 
stirring-all ,vas silent. At last I 
sum1nonecl up resolution, and pushed 
the door ,vide upon its hinges. I 
lvas ready to sink upon obsen·ing a 
great number of officers, soldiers, sad­
dle-horses, can1cls, tortoises, and otber 
animals, in different attitudes,. with 



113 

signs of grief an<l veneration in their 
aspects. But, regarding thcn1 some 
ti111e with fixed attention, I found 
they 1nust be rn~de of ,vood or stone, 
as they stirred not, neither did they 
see111 to breathe. 

" I had nO\V courage to gaze all over 
the chamber, around ,vhich ,vere ranged 
what, fro1n the description I had re­
cei \-eel fro1n you, I conjectured to be 
cof-fins. Over each was suspended a 
r ich canopy, and a portrait of the de­
deceased; and, between each, stood the 
officers, beasts, &c. as I before described. 
Jn the 1niddle of the hall ,vere three of 
the same shape, but 111uch n1ore beau­
t iful, the canopies being richly en1-
b roiclcred and fringed, and large tassels 
fas tened to the corners. 

" T hat which stood directly in the 
L S 
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n1iddle was 1nade of violet-coloured 
stuff, em broiderecl with gold : that 01 

the left hand em broiclcred with bbct, 
·white, and silver; an<l the one 11earcst 
Jne ,vas n1Qde entirely of ,vhite, mHl 
1wd no po~·trait over it. 1Ty curiosity 
i.trged me on until I reached this coffin: 
j t hc::.d no Ed, but in it were placed a 
bed and pillo,v, of white serge. I now 
(';i')t my eyes upon the portrait tbat 

1:as raised above the purple dome. It 
,vas of a young and 1ovely female; her 
eyes seemed fixed on mine, and her balf 
open n1outh scen1cd to express a plca­
::,ure at beholding me. It ,vas long 
before I could ,Yithdraw niy attention 
from this most facinating cp'<.aitenancc; 
ancl, ,, hen I did, it ,ras but to 1ca111 
her nanie. J udgc of rny su rprisc and 
agitation, when I beheld, in cbaractcrs 
of gold-
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. " LI-CHI,. 

DEARLY-BELOYED,. 

AND 

ONLY DAUGHTER 
OF THE 

l\IANDARIN I{I-ANG-TSE~" 

'' I had no comn1ancl over n1y fee1-

111gs, for I ,vcpt and beat my breast; 

and, laying 1ny head upon the coffin 

,vhich contained the cold remains of 

her ,vhose death my birth occasioned, 

I 111ade the roof re-echo: but, when 

this Yiolence of grief subsided, I threw 

myself upon my knees, and fen·ently 

implored a pardon for 111yself and pa­

rents, and that we all 111ight n1cet in 

the bright rea1rns of e,·crlasting· happi­

ness. Comforted with the assurance, 

I arose; and, after c0ntemplat1ng the 

almost animated portrait of Li-chi, I 
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turned my eyes to that on the left 
hand-it "'as 

"CAS-TI, 
FIRST ,vIFE 

OF THE 

~1ANDARIN I{I-ANG-TSE." 
"I no,v walked around, and exan1ined 

thew hole range of portraits, nor stopped 
until I came to Li-hou-tse, Ki-ang-tse's 
second wife. The portrait next to her's 
,vas of her son Ho-ang-ti. The aspect 
,vas so manly, so benevolent, that I 
gazed upon it with adn1iration; and, 
considering jt as n1y father, and the 
kind frien<l of Chun, I involuntarily 
fell upon n1y knees to ask its blessing. 
I remained in this position until night 
closed in, and a sensation, resen1bling 
fear, assailed n1y sp1nts. I arose, and 
n1aking fast the door, approached the 
coffin of n1y mother; I raised my hands 
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and eyes unto her portrait: it see111cd 
to smile upon n1e, an<l I i1nagined that 

the great Tien ,vould allo,v her to 

be my protecting angel. I hope the 

thought ,vas not presumptuous; I trust 

it ,vas not, for it gave a con1fort to 
111y heart that I cannot describe. At 

the right side of the empty cof-fin ,vas 

placed a stool, covered with white serge, 

and a large 1nat, 111ade of rushes. I 
,vas going to lay n1e down upon the 
1nat, but the fear of rats restrained n1e: 
I then stepped upon the stool, and got 
,vithin side of the empty coffin: the 

bed and pillow were extren1ely soft, and 
soon I sunk into a profound sleep. 

" l\ly dreams were sweetly pleasant, 
for they ·were of yon. I thought 
that I had found 111y ,vay t0 your 
n1ost happy dwelling: that you re­

cei,·ed n1e ,rith exccssi,·e joy, and 



pressed m J hands close to your 1i ps. 
I felt a rapture 5uch as in 111y ,vak­
ing hours I ne\·er knew, and, thou6h 
excess of joy dissolved the charm, 
yet s~ill I felt the pressure of a h2..nd, 
nor could persuade n1yself that it ,ras 
but a dream. Again I closed 111y 

eyes, ende~.Youring to reco11ect c2cch 
circuinstance of this delightful Yision, 
,vhen presently a ,,·ann tear fell on 
n1y face-: I s~arted, and beheld a 
venerable :figure, habited in white. 

'' ' De not afraid,' said he, ' s\rect · 
: child-thou canst not be more safe: 
' thy c:ay-colcl neighbour once ·was 
' as lovely, anLl as jnnoccnt as thou 
' art; and, had not the lJreath of 
' hea\·en cea eel to attune her soft 
' 1nelodious Yo1ce, she ,vould s peal' 
' words of consolation to thee, for s11c 
· \\ :1s goodness self! Yes, Li-chi, it 
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t is the sole co1nfort of thy lonely 

' father to i-en1en1ber thy duteous loYe, 

' and that thou ,woulclest not deYia te 

' from virtue's strictest rules, even to 

' gain a diac.le1n !' 

" There could no bla111e attach to 

n1c for my poor n1other's fault, anrl 

yet I felt a cri1nson glow suffuse n1y 

check, and n1y heart beat as though 

it \\·oulc.l Lurst its p11son.· ' Oh!' I 

inwardly ejaculated, ' ·who ,vould rob 

' thee of thy only joy? ,vhat fiend 

' so cruel as to whisper, tby daughter 

' was not chaste!' 

" I-Ie stood some time contemplating 

my features, and then said-' Thou art 

' so like her, loye, that one woultl think 

' the grave was grown pro1ific1 and had 

'produced a lo,-ely flower, the c:-..act 

' counterpart of that which it recei,·cd 

'into its icy bosom! "\Yho art thou , 



\ 

I 

1£0 

i sweetest child? I told him that I 

,vas an he1pless orphan, dropped in the 

streets: that she who clain1ed a right 

to 111,y obedience ·was un,\-orthy, and 

of principles so bad, that n1uch I feared 

she meant to traffick with n1y ho­

nour; that I had therefore ,vandered 

fron1 l1rr, hoping to rneet with some 

one ,vho would suffer 111e to ,vork, and 

Ii ve in innocence. 

" ' I-lad I not n1ade a solemn vow,, 

Ki-ang-tse said, 'never to let another 

' fill the place of ti-chi, I would adopt 

' thee, for thou dost please me 1nuch.' 

He see1ned thoughtful for some time, 

and then sai<l-' I have a great and 

'good friend, to hin1 I will recornrnen<l 

, thee, for lie has power to place thee in 
4 a situation suited to the delicacy of 

'thy sex.' I would ha,,c e1nbracecl his 

knees, but he prevented me, and pressed 

\ 
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me to his heart. ' vVhat 1nakes me 
' love thee so?' said he; ' I coul_cl al~ 
' n1ost fancy that I vvas young again, 
' and that thou ,vert my own S\veet, 
' lovely child! But I forget that thou 
' n1ust need refreshn1ent: stay here, 
' sweet 0 ·irl and I ,vill brin()' thee b ' b 

' s0111e.' He then fastened the door 
after him, and departed. I now seated 
111yself upon the stool, and reflected 
on my fate ,vith s0111e degree of con1-
fort, for I was under the protection 
of rn.r grandsire, and could not help 
believing 1nyself to be a favourite 
child of pro,·idence; for, surely, all 
these great events were brought about 
by his unerring hand. 

" In a short time I(i-an o·-tse re­o turned. ' I co111e to take n1y break-
' fast ,vith thee, Io,-e,' said he, ' for 
' ,vhat is 1nan ""ithout society? I 

1\I 
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thanked hhn for his goodness in the 
best terms n1y heart could dictate, 
but he insisted tbat it "-as he ,vho 
,vas obliged. 'You interest 1nv feel-., 

' ings, love,' said he, ' and the hope 
'of being serviceable to thee has 
' lent a ne,v spring to n1y existence. ' 

" Soon as ,ve had ended our repast 
lie left 111e; and, in the evening, re­
turned with the grand Colao, ,vho 
promised to procure for n1e a situa­
tion in the suite of the Empress; 
and, soon as night closed in, I put 
on the robe which he had Lrought 
for n1e, and walkrd ·with hi1n to hi s 
palace. On the ,vay I thought of 
you, and the instructions you had 
given n1e; I remembered to have­
beard you say, that they ,vere un­
cleserdng of protection Vv'ho ,vould 
endeavour to deceive their benefactor, 



and, therefore, I determined to ac-­

quaint the Colao ,vith my unhappy 

birth, and happy education. Soon as 

,ve entered his palace he consigned 

n1e to the care of the female slaves, 

but I entreated first to speak ,vith 

hi1n in private: he closed the door; 

I humbly enquired if he kne,v Ning­

chang, I{i-ang-tse's fen1ale overseer. 

He gazed on me for son1e ti1nc in 

great emotion, and then said-' You 

'are the daughter of unhappy Li-chi! 

c: I see you are. Poor 'Innocent! and 

' hadst thou resolution to keep the se­

c cret from thy grandsire, who could 

t have given thee a protection the 

c most splendid?' 

I told hi111 that I feared the dis~ 

closure of his daughter's crime ,vould 

make hi1n wretched: he applauded my 

forbearance, and de1nanded how I had 

:M~ 
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learned so 111uch discretion? I de­

scribed you, and the advantages ,vhich 

I had reaped under your kind tuition. 

He seemed astonished and delighted : 

told me that at so1ne future time I 

should relate to him all that I kne·w 

of your inventions and in1provements, 

for that, since he found I ,vas related 

to the good Ki-ang-tse, my place of 

destination should be changed: instead 

of being an attendant upon the En1-

press, I should be 111ade the daughter 

of his adoption. 

" I told hin1 that I should ever fceI 

grateful for the honour and kindness 

,vhich he offered n1e, but hu1nbly beg­

ged that he ,vould send 111e back to 

you. Ile said, that since your cruel 

parents ,vere become masters of the 

estate (as he had been informed by 

N.ing-chang that tbey were), you could 
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not no,v protect me: that he ,vould 

seize the earliest opportunity of bring­

ing you to court, for that it would be 

disgraceful to the nation if talents such 

as yours should perish in obscurity. 

This assurance cheared 1ny heart ; and, 
. 
1n son1e measure, reconciled me to my 

fate. 



CIIAP. V. 

"I NOW spent n1y mornings (the weather 
being very cold) in rearing silk-worms 
in the house, and 1ny eyenings ,vere e1n­
ployed in listening to the instructions­
of the Colao, and in conversing of you, 
a subject extren1e1y gratifying to us 
both. ,v e had passed some months in 
this nianner, ,vhen the Colao received a 
1nessage fro111 the Empress, signifying 
that she had been informed he had a 
daug11ter, and she shou1d feel herself 
highly offended if that daughter "·as 
not allowed to come to her palace, and 
rccei\·e instruction with the Empcror·s 
s-isters, aud other 1:1.dies of the court. 
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'' This sadly grieved the 1niuisteio 
' \Vhat can she 1nean by it?' said he. 
' No good, I fear. She kno,vs 1ny strong 

' abhorrence of her principles; and, I 

'am certain, in her heart despises me, 

' and ,vould be glad to do me a secret 

' injury : yet I must not offend her by 
' refusing. I ,voulcl resign all state 

' affairs, and go into retiren1en t, but for 

' the people's sake; for, \vell I knovr, 

' that she so absolutely reigns ,vithin 
' the heart of n1y poor brother, our 1n­
' fatuated Emperor, she soon ,vould 

' banish virtue entirely from her seat, 

' if I ·was not at hand to tlnvart her 
' wicked views.' 

" 'Perhaps,' said I, ' she now repents 
' of her n1isdeeds; wishes to obtain 
'your friendship, and profit by your 

' counsel.' ' I will suppose so too,' said 

he, ' for I must yield; but, oh, I ,vill 
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'watch her closely, and never will I 
' let thee dwell one njght ·within the 
' palace. I shall infonn the Emperor 
' n1y reason for adopting thee ,vas, that 
' 111 y ill heal th ,van tecl the chearful so­
' ciety of a fe1nale so well instructed as 
• I found you to be, and that my 
' evenings ·would be n1iserable without 
' you.' I thanked hi1n for his good­
ness, and was highly delighted ,vith the 
idea of being introduced to a society of 
females. 

" At length the day, the i111portant 
day, ,vas fixed. The Colao sent n1e 
n1any patterns, that I n1ight choose 111y 

dress. I wished it to Le plain, hut he 
inforn1ed 1ne his rank den1anded it 
should be en1broitlcrecl : 1 therefore 
choose a pale sky colour, and bordered 
it light1y with sih·er. 

" ,vhcn my dress ,vas finished, oh, 
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ho-w I longed for the hour of presen­

tation! but, when the day arrived, n1y 

spirits sunk, and n1y heart beat sadly. 

I concealed 1ny agitation fron1 the kind 

Colao, until he parted fro111 111e at the 

entrance of the palace, I then clung 

round his arn1, and ,vept. 

" I ·was conducted through several 

courts and halls, and at last folding 

doors ,vere thrown open, and discovered 

t o my astonished eyes the :Empress! 

I had pictured her n1ore odious and de­

formed than Ning-chang: judge then 

of my surprjse ,vhen I beheld a fen1ale 

the 1nost enchanting! Her 1nouth s1nall, 

eyes ]anguishing and lovely, and her 

,vhole countenance irradiated by an in­

effable sn1ile of s,veetness. She ,vas 

covered ,vith a loose robe, of bright 

sun-colour, richly ornainentecl ·with 

j ewels of an1azing brightness. In short 
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11er dress and person were so directly 

contrary to those my fancy had in­

vented, that I was aln1ost petrified ,vitl1 

,vonder, and stood some minutes before 

I could collect n1yself sufficiently to 

1nake the reverences I had been taught. 

She sa,v 111y great en1barrassn1ent, and, 

in the softest tone of voice, desired n1e 

to approach her. 

" 'Oh, pardon n1e,' said I, ' grea·t 

' lady, for I was lost 1n ,vonder ancl 

' in admiration! I have never, until 

'this hour, seen any being of my own 

' sex save one, and she ,vas old and 

"horrible to look upon. But thou, lady, 

' oh, surely thou art the great Tien's 

' n1asterpiece !' I then bowed my fore­

head to the earth ~ she desired 1ne tD 

arise, 1nade n1e sit near herself, and 

treated 1ne with every fond attentio1~~ 

every ,vinning kindness,. 
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<, lVhen I again reached the palace 
of my ne,v father, I tripped lightly 

to his :ipartment. ' Thy countenance, 

' n1y child,' said he, ' inform5 111e • thou 

'art pleased.' ' Oh, sir! give not the 

' sensation ,vhich I feel an appellation 

' so inanimate : I a1n delighted, enrap­

' tured !' ' I an1 sorely grieved to hear 

' thee say so,' he replied; ' that Yile 
' enchantress has bewitched thee:' 

' Oh, say not so, great sir -: you have 

' been 1n.isinfon11ed concern111g her; 

'she cannot be a guilty creature such 

'as you described.' ' I ,vish,' said he: 
' sincerely wish, that thou couldest 

' pro,·e I mn 1nistaken in her. But 

' sit ye down, 111y Si-ling, and tell 

' 111e how you were received.' 

" I then described my o,vn e111bar~ 

rassment, and the great condescension 

of the E111prcss, repeating every ,vord 
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of the fine comp1irnent I paid her, at 
·which he really bughecl. It WTLs, 

he said, the grossest piece of flattery 
he eyer heard, and shewed the \.Veak­
ness and the vanity of her ·who 
could be pleased with it: ' but you 
' are not to blan1e, n1y loYe, your 
' tongue but uttered what your heart 
' prompted. Continue to think ,\·ell 
' of her so long as she will suffer 
' thee, for it n1ay ha,·e a gooJ effect. 
' If she is pleased with thy good 
' opinion, she n1ay endeayour to de­
' sen·e it.' 

" It fell out just as the wise 1ni-
nister ha<l predicted. She ,\·as pleased 
,·vith me, and with the high opinion 
,vhich I entertained of her amazing 
virtues; so 111uch, that never once in 
all the tl1irty 111011 tbs I passed at court, 
did I behold her in a passion, or see 



133 

her act the least unbeco1ning the 

high character for which I so ad­

mired her. True, she ·would son1e­

times absent herself for 111any days, 

and then the ladies said old Cong-zi 

had got hold of her. 

"In one of these absences the old-
, 

est lady in her suite took 111e aside, 

and said she ·was desired to express 

thanks, in the name of all the ladies, 

for that the En1press ,vas another 

"·01nan since I can1c to court: that 

:she kept her ten1pcr ,rithin bounds, 

and that they did not kno,v of one 

n1urdcr she had been guilt.) of in all 

that time. At the word 111urdcr, I 
shu<lderecl. ' I know you ha,·e dis-

<i 

cretion,' said the old lady, 'and I will 

' tell you. Before you ca111e to court, 

' scarce a ,veek passed but son1e un­

' happy creature fell a victim to her 
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aye, and ,vorse thaa that; 
' I do; and lo·Fc 

' her too,' said I, ' and often a1n I 
· grieved that ':,11e shoulcl Le crnp1oycd 
' in such mean offices.' 'J\yc and 

•' ' 
' she is 1 iLc~lv treated 110w to \Ybat " 
' sbc \Va-; bcf.Jr---- yon came to con1 ~: 
' and, would you think it (s11r ,rLi..,­
' p~rccl ar 1.l Joct.rd around), X an-~,i i: 
' tl1c 1:m1,erc1 · 5 on·n daughter!" 'Im­
' pos il>le r ~:iid I. ' II·1sh ! It would 
' ruin her if i t w ~ls kn o , \ u 
' that I had to1cl yoi1,' said the old 
~~ic,y. 'Sacrifices bad been repeatedly 
'offc1c-d to the God of Prc·g·nanc,. 

'--' ~ 

'pl·~ying that the great .Emperor might 
'1.K'. Lkssccl ,rith children. At last it 
' ,,·~s rr; ortccl that one of Lis con cu-L 

' !Jines \Vas in a situation likely to 
' DrocL.1cc an hci r. This caused grca t L 

'joy to a1l, except the ,rid~cd E1n-
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~ press, "Tho pretended sickness, that 

t she 111ight not sbe,v herself in her 

'true colours to the Emperor. .A .. t 

' length poor little N an-si came into 

' the ,vorld. Her n1other ·was a pat­

' tern of 1neekness and hun1ility, and 

' so belo,Tecl by all the ,von1en, that 

' the y ile E111press found it difficult 

' to 111ake an end of her, but he at 

' last effected it by a slow poison. 

' Since then the daughter has been 

'the object of her hatred. Oh, I haye 

' often seen her,' continued the old 

fa .. dy, ' when the poor child had been 

' an hour en1ployed upon 11er knees,­

' washing the feet of her unjust tor­

' n1cntor, kick her frmn off the steps 

' which n1ounted to her seat, and, be­

' fore she coul<l raise herself, the gol­

-' den bason followed, wit11 its con­

t .ten ts. N" ot one of us dared to 

N2 
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: take the part of this ill-treated gir?1-
, but all "·ere forced to smile, al­
' though our sn1iles, not con1ing fro1n 
t the heart, "Tcre ghastly.' 

After this, I paid particular atten­
tion to Nan-si, \\·ho really appeare(l 
spirit-broken, but I could not belieYe 
all the vile stories ·which ·were told of 
the enchanting Empress, who, in n1y 
eyes, ,vas the 111ost amiable an<l lovely 
of nature's ·works. About this time 
I{i-ang-tse, 1ny dear gandfather, fell 
sick. I had often seen him, antl he 
continued to feel for 111e so lively an 
affection, that, ,vhen he found tlw 
disorder ,vas likely to confine hin1 for 
son1e ti1ne, he requested the Colao 
·would spare 1ne to him, for that he 
found great con1fort in 111y con1pany 
and conversation. 

" .t:Ting-chang was in the chamber 



v;hen I entered: I dre,v my veil close, 

a precaution I always used ,vhen she 

was present, hoping by that to avoid 

being knovvn by her; and, as she 

appeared to take no notice of me, I 

thought I had succeeded. One even-­

ing ,vhen the Colao ,vas present, and 

l{i-ang-tse felt himself so much reco­

vered as to sit up on his couch, he 

addressed the minister in these ,vords :­

• In gratitude to the great Tien for 

' this hour's relief fr01n pain, I ,vill 

' e1nploy it for the good of my poor 

' fello,v-creatures. As I have no child 

• to inherit n1y large property (and he 

' sighed bitterly) I will leave the bulk 

,; of it to build an hospital, for--11 

+he cha1nber door burst open, and 

Ning-chang entered like a fury!--· 

[. Build an hospital?' she repeated ; 

' \\:rhat, and lcaYe your own grm1d-

:N 3 
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' child not a leang, eyen to pay tl1c 
' debts she O\Ves to n1e ?' 

" I looked confused, and frightened; 
the Colao surprised, and angry; Lut 
the unsuspecting Ki-ang-tsc regarded 
her ,vith a look full of con1passion. 
' Poor tbing, poor thing!' said he, 
c the fear of loosing n1e has turnerl 
' her brain.' ' Turned her brain,' she 
repeated; ' it is enough, I think, ,·vhen 
' she secs you about to act so madly. 
' I am, and always haYe been, your 
' greatest friend, and yet you neYer have 
' consulted 111e 111 any business of im­
' portance. But for me you ne,·cr 
' \\·ould haYe had a grandchild to do 
' honour to your memory.' The Colao 
endeayourcd to 111ake her leaYe the 
room, and Ki-ang-tsc, seeing that I 
,vcpt and trembled, kindly said-' De 
' not alarmed, Joye, she ,vill not hurt 
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~ thee: it 
. 

thy r l ~ to de-1S 11~eness my 
r parted daughter, ,rh01n she nursed, 
• that causes her disordered fancv to ., 

( t11i11 k thou art her child. 'Nay,' 
r.aid the strugg·ling Ni11g-chang, ' this 
; is enough to turn the brain of a phi­
c losopher ! I tell you once again she 
r is the daughter of Li-chi, and of 
'your brother-in-la·w IIo-ang-ti.' 

" ConYiction see1ned to flash upon 
his n1ind like lightning, and it is 1111-

possiblc to describe tbe horror that ,vas 
uicturecl on his countenance. Ile en­

rleaYourecl to conquer his feelings, but 
they overcame him, and he sunk back 
UJ)On his couch in a fit so stron o· "·r 

b' 

felt assurc<l it ,voul<l terminate his in-
offensive life. The Co1ao ordered the 
slaves to bind the cruel Ning-chang, 
·declaring, if Ki-ang-tsc died, hrr Ii fe 
should answer for jt. 



I I 

~ 

" It was long before he recovered; 
,vhen, casting a n1ournful look at Ning­
chang-' Cruel, cruel "ron1an !' he n1ildly 
said, ' thou hast robbed n1e of 1ny 
' sweetest hope; that of n1eeting with 
' 1ny child, 111y only child, in the de­
' lightful palace of eternal happiness! 
' Oh, is it possible that Li-chi coulrl 
' do any thing to forfeit her title to a 
' seat of bliss? she ·who appeared all 
' purity and goodness?' 

" The Colao endeavoured to c01n­
fort hin1 by saying-' I hope her peni­
' tential sufferings 111ade s0111e atonen1ent 
'for a fault occasioned by love, extren1e 
'youth, and a bad counsellor; and, as 
' her life paid the forfeit of her crime, 
' I hope and trust she is forgiven.' 
' liow ?' said the agitated I(i-ang-tse, 
' did her life pay the forfeit?' 'It <lid,' 
replied the n1inister; ' she died in giY• 
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his hands, and ·wept. 'Terrible, ter­

' rible !' said he. Oh, Li-chi! n1y un­

' happy child! But ,vhere is Si-ling? 

' I hear her 5ad convulsive sobs; pray 

' bring her near me, that I n1ay bless 

' her. Yes, I will bless thee while I 

'have life,' said he; 'for nature pleaded 

'for thee at the tomb of thy poor n10-=­

' ther.' He tenderly e111bracecl n1e; 

then took the hand of the Colao, a11d 

pressed it to his heart, saying-' Ho\v 

' happy I had been if Li-chi had ac­

' cepted thee, and thou hadst been the 

' father of this lovely child: I should 

• have gloried to acknowledge her: 

' but now the ,vorld-N o, the world 

' n1ust never know she is the offspring 

' of n1y Li-chi. I-Iere,' said he, writing 

quickly, 'here you will find yourself 

• possessed of all that I ain ·worth; 



1.J.Q 

'make use of it for Si-ling, but nu·n 
' tell the v:orld she is the offapring 
' of 1ny Li-chi.' 

" 'Auel what an1 I to haye for keep­
' ing t11is great secret? cried the un­
feeling 1 .,.ing-chang. ' Dca~h !' said the 
111inistcr. ' Oh, no,~ replied K.i-ang-h><.\ 
' let her pt nishrne::1t be to !i ,·c, r n d to 
' reflect 11 1)011 her "\\ ~ckcdness. Poor, 
'foolish woman! had I not kno,\·n thy 
' crime, I should have left thee sil ,·er 
'sufficient to ha,· passed the rcnnant 
' of thy days in ease and comfort: 
' but, since I find thou hast abused tbc 
' confidence I placed in thee, aid de­
' strayed the ha1,einess of me and rnine, 
'a bare sub-,istence, and a dark, solitary 
' cbambcr, is all that I bequeath thee.' 

" 'Then I will blrtst thy daughter', 
' cha! ac ter to all the world .' said she. 

1c Poor, ·wicked woman, thou wilt not 
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t have the po·wer. 1-Iere, slaves, bea1' 
' her to the prison-house ; let her have 
' neither light nor sustenance, except 
' boiled rice and unpolluted water­
~ hear her a \\·ay !' 

" ' :?\Iay disease cling to thy hone':, 
; and despair gnaw thy heart,' said she: 
'may tortures rack tl,y --

" 'Cc~_;-;c thy Littrr wishes,' said 
the m1ni~,tcr; ' the curses of the wicked 
' fali upon thcn:~eh·cs-bear 1.icr aw.:;y, 
' a11cl may every ti eachcroLts servant 
' be so punished.' She ,rould h~n·e 
ro·1tinucd to curse, Lut the slaYrs fL·­
ed an instrument oC silence upon her 
1ips; and, happy to be ri<l of such an 
overs ·er, rejoiced when sen tc nee wag 
pronounced ~gain~t her; e. ultcd oycr 
her, and Lore her off with smiles of 
pleasure in t.1eir conntrnancc-,. 

" ' 1Icr h:is:; ingratitude,' said -Ki~ 
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-an g-tse, ' ,,·ounds 1ne to the heart. It 
' O'rieyes n1e too that I should cl ie 111 b 

' ang•f'r ,,;,rith a creature ,vho has for ~ 

' fifty years eaten 1ny bread, and slept 
' secure beneath 111y roof. I ha<l an 
' excellent opinion of her; trusted her 
' with 111y dearest treasure, and she 
'despoiled it of its brightest orna­
' 1nent. Cruel won1an ! how could she 
' so injure a little creature who, haY­
' ing lost her natural instructrcss, looked 
' up to her for counsel. Ob, beauteous 
' Li-chi! eYcn now thy father recollects 
'" thy infant goodness, and the sweet 
' hopes he entertained of haYing thy 
' society to chear the heayy hours of 
' drooping age; but one false step robbed 
' bi1n of fifteen years of happiness, and 
< thee of eyery comfort here, an<l e,·er:· 
'hope o: bliss hereafter.' He now ,,·cpt 
until his eyes seemed bursting. The 
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minister tried every n1eans to comfort 
,1im, hut still he ,rept, until he fell 

in to a sleep that lasted long, and, after 
,vhich, he seemed to have forgotten all 

that had passed, nor e,·er n1en tioned 
Li-chi but ,vith extacy, calling her 
s,veet saint, and promising to join her 
so soon as he could rid himself of the 
great lump of clay that held hin1 fast, 
and ,Yonld not let hi1n n1ount so bigh. 
Sometimes ,ve fancied he ,vas not in 
his perfect mind, but he appeared quite 
happy, and, in four days, resigned his 
b reath with as 1nuch ease as a young 
bal>y resigns itself to sleep. 

" The Cob.o feared N ing-chang's 
story would gain credit in the ,,·orlcl 
if I ,\·ore n1orn ning for I~i-ang-tse, he 
t herefore recornn1c11clccl my return to 
court immediately, as tbe ladies ·were 
]amen ting my absence, and the Empress 

0 
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had returned to her old practices ; but 
I so earnestly entreated I might be al­
lowed to give one 111onth to solitude, 
and the 111emory of n1y grandfather, 
that the Colao consented, and, during 
that time, the En1press s,vallowed 
poison. 

"Her chief eunuch ,vent to the pur­
veyor·s to order a particular sort of 
,\·iuc: a jocose old clerk recommended 
son1e, which he said ,vas strong enough 
·eycn for the En1press's own private 
drinking. This the eunuch told to her: 
"·ith some exaggerations, and the ol<l 
111an ,vas ordered to stand before tLc 
presence. He endeaYoured to excuse 
]1imself by saying it ,vas a standing 
joke of his, and that scarce a day passed 
but he had an opportunity of repeating 
it two or three times : that he really 
believed the ladies he had laughed at 
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",ere not guilty of tippling, as, not one 

of them, except the En1press, had taken 

u111brage at his joke. 

'" This inuen<lo so exasperated her, 

that she ordered his head to be struck 

off imn1ecliately, and ,vould have been 

obeyed, had not the minister interposed 

to sa,;e him; upon which she turned 

lier rage on him, and vvoulcl have poi­

soned him, but that the E1nperor, kno,v­

ing his ,vorth, and ho,v the people 

!oved him, feared to co1nply ,vith he:t 

request. Never before had she 111et 

with opposition from her husband; 

and, to revenge herself upon him, she 

drank the poison, even to the dregs !­

Soon as she felt the dreadful ,vorkings 

she sent for n1e. 

" I found her kneeling at the feet 

of N" an-si, and her head resting on 

her lap. Soon as her agonies would 

02 
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suffer her to speak, she acknowie(1gec 
to the Emperor the unkindness she 
had used to,-rards this unoffending 
child, "'hose n1other she had des-­
patched by small doses of the sa111e 
deadly water. ' But her ago11ies,' sh e 
continued, 'were ]jght compared t u 
' those I suffer. She feJ t such Joye 
' for all her fellow creatures, tl1 at 
' in her dying n1ornen ts she blessed 
' and prayed for then1; I cannot pray, 
- eycn for n1yse1f. I have believed in 
' transmigration (or tbat tbc soul <li ce 
' with the body), ,rould I could be­
' lic,·c so now; Lnt, oh! too sure l 
' am there js a God of justice; hin1 I 
' dread to n1cet; for 

' 
were 1JC C'\'Cll 

' n1orc 111ercifnl than Si-ling pictu res 
' him, he could not pardon such a 
' ,vrctch as I am. ' 

" She then tore her fl esh., and rcn-
-; 
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l1ered her once lovely countenance hor­

rible to look upon. The Emperor wept 

and ,vrung his hands: she seized hi1u 

hy the arn1, crying-' Take warning by 

'my wretched encl!' and then she added, 

in a hurried tone-' Do all the good 

' thou canst-n1ake every reparation in 

• thy power--distribute all thy ·wealth 

' among the indigent-too late I find 
, . h , t11erc 1s no treasure ·wort preserving 

' save virtuous principles. Si-ling, I 

' see that thou dost pity n1e; pray for 

' me. Thy petitions ·will be heard: 

' had I been blessed in early life ,vith 

• such a friend as thee, I should not 

' thus haYe per1shed; but, from 1ny 

' childhood till tbis fatal day, n1y fro­

i ward will has neYer been opposed.' 

"She continued in this raving state 

for 1nany days, never 1nore caJm, but 

oftentin1es n1ore fran6c, beati11g herself 

o 3 
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against the ground, and declaring t1rnt 
the ghosts of those she had destroyed 
,·vere feeding on her entrails. At length 
her tortured soul resi(Yned itself to its b 

a11-powerful l\Iaker ! Her dying shrieks 
·were f1 ightfully terrific; and, soon ·as 
1 ife had fled, tbe body became so pu tricl 
that her attendants were forced to fly 
as from a pestilence: all, sa\·e the Em­
peror, who ren1aincd grief-struck and 
n1otionless. It was by force that they 
rernoYecl him: he Yowed to shun so­
ciety, and reprobated the Colao as the 
"a use of th is catastrophe. 

" Ile confined himself to his cham­
her for three months, at the end of 
,, hich time he called a court, and or­
derec.1 the gTan<.l Colao to attend. The 0 

minister imagi ~1ed that reason and ,,fr_ 
tuc bad resumed tbcir seat, and that the 
Eniperor ·\\"as going to distribute alms; 
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but no! he found him surrounded by 

his servile courtiers, who had intro­

duced a stranger, the inventor of a 

liquor which he called the ·water of 

i111mortality. The En1peror ordered the 

111inister to advance; then, in a tone 

of keen reproach and trcn1b1ing exul­

tation, said-' ,vi th thy breath thou 

' didst destroy thy 1naster's happiness, 

' hoping, no doubt, to send hi111 broken­

' hearted to the tomb, that thou 111ight,. 

' est fill his seat, but thou shalt never 

' have the dignity thou aimest at; and, 

' to n1ake thy clisappointn1ent sharp as 

' it can be, thou shalt present to hin1 

' the draught ·which will prolong his 

' life to all eternity.' 

" The Cobo bowed; then took the 

small gold bason fr01n the stranger's 

h and, bent his knee on the last step of 

the throne, and his head to the Em-
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peror's feet, then raised tbe bason and 
his eyes tow~rds Chang-ti for some 111i­
n u tes, slo\dy moved them do'.rn wards, 
and eagerly swallowed the contents! 
The enraged courtiers seized, and would 
have strangled him, but the Emperor 
declared his own hand should send hi1n 
to the shades. ' Strike !' said the col­
lected 1ninister, 'hut if the liquor I 
' have drank possesscs Yirtucs such as 
' you clescriLe, you haYe no power oYer 
' n1:y life. Stri kc ! ancl behold my pe- -
' rishal>le body fall se1.seless at 3 onr 
' feet: I sball account rny life ·well 
• Jost: it will con V1nce 111y ro3 al bro-
( t>er he has \\·ronged 111e, and put 
; l1im on his guard against thos flat-
. terers who rob hin1 of bis reason, and 
' tbe people of his fatherly protection.' 

"The sycophants were abashed, and 
the Emperor extremely 1noyed; he in-
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stant]y broke up the court: the Colao 

,vould haYe remained, but he ·w~:\·~d bis 

hand as if he ·wished his absence a1so, 

t11en retired to his chamber, w hc~·f, on 

the rnorro-\\T, he ordered his brother to 

attend him. 

" The Emperor he1d out h~s h~1H.l, 

anc.1 said-' You ha,·e forced 1ne to look 

' in upon myself-all is dark an(l hor­

' riule--ref1ect upon the pQst I dare not) 

' nor can I no,v raise n1y hea,vy heart 

' lo perforn1 such acts as ·would 111akc 

' son1e atonement to 1ny injurct1 people, 

' and therefore a1n resoh·ed to resign 

; the reigns of go, ernrnent into yonr 

• hands.' 

~, 'Grea.t sir, replied the minister, 

·' I an1 unworthy of the post you offer · 

' me; and, "·ere it otherwise, rn v ill 
" 

' hralth ,\-otilcl not allo\\- rne to exert 
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'empire: but, since your majesty js 
' pleased to retire from the toils of state, 
' and to appoint a ,vise and equitable 
' successor, I no of no one so capable, 
' and so deserving, as a yo1rng husband­
' man, whose name is Chun. I-le is a 
'man ,vho has studied n1uch, but his 
' knowledge of many of the sciences he 
' n1ust ha-ve gained by inspiration. He 
' has a quick sense of feeling, yet does 
' he patiently sub111i t to the n1ost cruel 
' and unnatural treatment fron1 his pa­
' rents. Possessed of talents ,vhich 
' i.vould insure hin1 aft1uence, yet does 
' he humbly consider them another's 
' property, nor has once endeavoured 
' to emancipate hin1self fron1 his in-
' glorious slavery. Let that great act 
~ be yours, n1ost mighty sir: your peo-
' ple ·will adore you for it! He will 

. ' be happy to profit by your expen-
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ence; ,vill preserve those Ia,vs already 
' instituted, and adopt any ·wise n1ea­

' sures which retiren1ent will furnish 
' you with leisure to fonn: you ,vill 

thus doubly benefit your country, 
' and will be called the father of the 
c people.' 

" The Emperor ,vas delighted witli 
this proposal; felt interested for you, 
requested to hear all tlie Colao kne,;v 

concerning you, and, in the end, sent 
for you to the court. Through the 
contrivance of the kind n1inister, I 
sa,v your first intervie,v ,vith the En1-

peror: you, and only you, can judge 
what were n1y feelings! no,v I hourly 
hope to 111eet, and to converse ,vith 
you. Oh, 1ny preserver, n1y more 
than father, how will this long ab­
sence endear us to each other? 

n At length the happy day is come ! 
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in the evenmg I shall be ,vith you ~ 
can there be any b1iss_ on earth to 
enual that? I ain sure the n1ectino- will .l 

b 

cause both you and I a sleepless night, 
I \\T ill therefore put this 111anusctipt 
"'ithin n1y bosom, it ·will amuse you." 

" Lovely, lo\·ely Si-ling!" he ex­
claimed, " so 0 -rown and so accom-o ' 
" plishecl that thy fond father knew 
" thee not. True, his heart recog­
" n ized thee, and \VOu1cl lo,·e thee: 
" spite of his reason. Glorious Tien! 
"how incapable is man of judging 
",drnt \\·ould be bappicst for himself: 
"tl1at e,·ent which I considered as 
" the greatest eYil that could bcfal a 
" finite being (tl1e deprivation of the 
" onl v creature \\'hose heart beat in .., 

" unison with hi.s), that e,·cnt, rn 
" wbich my lJounde<l v1ew could not 
" espy one glcmn of consoiatiou, thy . 
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-H \-vonder-,vorking hand hast 111ade the 

" cause of a felicity so rare, and so 

" transcendent, that the 111ost an1bi~ 

" tious n1ortal could not have had 

" ten1erity to ask it of thee. vVhat 

" haYe I done to n1erit such high honour 

cc and such bliss, that thou shouldest 

" giYe to 1ne the n1cans of making 

" 1nillions happy, and bless n1e with 

~, a lovely, chearful _partner, ,vho., 

" sweetly participating in n1y raptures, 

" ,vill 111ake their zest 1110s t exquisite! 

"' Oh! if eyer I should pro·re ungrate­

i' fu1, 111ake 1ne a terrible exan1ple of 

.;, thine anger:' 
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ClIAP. VI. 

l~\x Dl~G- the 11ight ,vas not 11101e thar. 
half spent, he again perused the little 
history of Si-ling; and, soon after the 
sun hnd arisen, the grand Colao rc­
que::; ted to be admitted. Chun took hi-, 
hand, and, pressing it against bis bo­
som, saill-" ,r or<ls cannot conyey to 
" you any idea of the grati tuclc that 
"thrills this heart! It wishes to express 
" its feelings, but finds that language 
" is too poor. \-ou ha Ye preserved for 
" it a treasure \\ ithout which life, and 
" all its glittering prospects, would be 
n tasteless and gloomy. Her loved so­
,. ciety shall animate it to pcrfonn sueh 
" deeds as ,vill be satisfactory to you: 
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'' and to the great 111aster of the world ! 

" Oh, bring 111e to 1ny Si-ling t·' 

" Not yet," replied the 111inistcr .. 

" I perceive love is a passion which yon 

" have not learned to rule. Restrain 

" this extacy, and reason with yourself : 

u if you are willing to espouse her, and 

' · she is ,vi1ling to accept of thee, in 

" twenty days the ceremony 1nay be 

" perforn1c<l : till then you n1ust not 

" see her." Chun bo~red hin1self, and, 

heaving a short sigh, u1nvillingly ac­

quiesced. 

" On the n1orning of the twentieth 

day they carried to the eastern gate of 

the palace a kind of table, on ,vhich 

they put four pillars at the four corners, 

and on these pillars a dome. This port-­

able house ,vas adorned with yello-w 

silk, and other ernbellish111ents. At the 

hour appointed they placed on the sa1ne 
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table a ~ma11, neat book, ,Yherein ·was 
,\Titten the compliment that ,vas con1-
posecl for the Emperor: there ,vere also 
,vri tten therein the na111es of the princes, 
grandees, and those of the supreme 
courts, that can1c in a body to pcrforn1 
this ceremony. So111e of the 1nandarins, 
ha.bitted according to their office, took 
up this table, ancl ·\vent forward: aU 
the princes of the blood, and great n1en., 
placed according to their rank, ·waited 
11ear one of the inner gates of the pa­
lace : the other great officers, such as 
the prime n1inister, the highest degree 
of doctors, the presidents of the su. 
pre111e courts, and the other manda­
rins, all 111agnificently clad, according 
to their degree, follo,vec.l tl1e table on 
foot: seyeral n1usical instn1n1ents made 
a concert yery agreeable to the Chi• 
nese, and the drums and trumpets 
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,·tere heard fron1 different parts of 

the palace. 

" They began the procession; and, 

·when they ·were near the gate called 

Ou-mue11, the princes joined the rest, -
and placed the1nsel ves at their head: 

t11en they ·walked together as far as 

the great hall of audience. vVhen they 

,vere entered the hall, they took fro1n 

off the portable table the con1plin1ent, 

and placed it on another table, ap­

pointed for that purpose, in the 111icl­

dle of the great hall of audience. All 

being ranged in handsome order, n1ade 

their usual reverence before the impe~ 

rial throne, as if his 1najesty had been 

there hin1self; that is to say, every 

one standing up in their proper places: 

they first fdl upon their knees, struck. 

their foreheads three times against the 

ground, and then rose up again, do-

P 3 



ing tbe same thing tl1e second an 1 
third time. After this, e\·ery one keep­
ing his onrn place, the instrun1ents of 
1nu~ic began to play again, and the 
president of the tribunal of rights 
ga ,·e notice to the chief eunuch of the 
presence, that a11 the grandees of the 
empire besouglit his majesty to come 
,n1cl sit upon the tbrone. These word.., 
Leing carried to the Emperor, he ap­
peared, and sat upon the tbronc. Im­
mediately the h,·o doctors of the first 
degree, that ,vcre appointed, a(h·ancccl 
near the table, rnaclc seycral rCYC'I en~ 
ces upon their knees, and tl1cn rose 
up: one of them took tJ1c little bool ·, 
and reacl with a louc1, distinct Yo1cr, 
the compliment this august company 
made to his majesty. The reading of 
this compliment, which "·as not Yery 
long, being ended, and the doctor:, re-



163 

tired to their places, the Emperor c.lc~ 

scended fron1 the throne, ancl re-en ­

tered the inner part of the palace, 

ft)llo\ved by his nobles. 

" After noon the princesses of the 

blood, the other princesses, ancl the 

ladies of the first quality, ,vent to the 

palace, ,Yith the ,vivcs of the 1nanda­

rins; e,·ery one according to their rank 

anfl dignity a<l,·ancec.1 towards the E1n­

prcss's palace : they ·were conducted 

by a lady of distinction, ,vhosc busi­

nr~s it 1s on these occasions to be 

1111s tress of the ceremon 1es, 110 noble-

1nan or mandarin daring to appear. 

.. \s soon as the 1ac1 ics \\-ere a11 arri \·cd 

near the E1n press 's palace, her firs t 

eunuch presented himself, when the 

mistress of the ceremonies a{klrcssed 

him in this 1nanner-" I hurnb1v be•• .., 

' sccch the Empress, in uchalf of this 
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:, assembly, to vo11chsafe her presence, 
" and place herself upon the throne." 
She came: the splendour of her dress 
heightened the beauty of her counte­
nance, yet could they perceive a tinc­
ture of fearful agitation playing round 
her features. They were greatly asto­
nished, and tenderly enquired the 
cause. " I a1n terrified," said she " lest 
H the n1agnificence ,,~hich this high 
H station forces on 1ne, should take 
" too fast a hold on my ,veak mind, 
" and cause n1e to neglect the cl u ties 
" ,vhich I am called on to perform." 

" 0 h, no, dear lady," replied the 
miling Nan-~i, "you " 'ill neYcr act 

" unworthy of yourself: consult your 
-, heart and that ,vill a.lw~ys teach ' 

v 

" you what is right.'' Si-ling thanked 
the princess by taking her ha11el. 
Nan-si gently forced her towards the 
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throne, and helped her to ascend. 

Si-ling raised her hands and eyes to 4 

·wards Chang-ti, and said-" Oh thou 

" mysterious power, who hast so kindly 

"guarded an 11e1p1ess orphan frorn 

" the sad n1on1ent of her birth eyen 

-' to this hour, deign to accept her 

'' public thanks, and listen to her 

:, prayer! Grant, oh thou wise dis­

" poser of eyents, that it n1ay be n1y 

" greatest pride to succour the dis­

:, tressed, and comfort the afi1ictcd, 

" and that no eyen1ng n1ay close in 

,, upon my future days, ·without 111y 

-' haying strenuous1y endea,·ourcd to 

" perform some act ''-'orthy of thy 

" great patronage; but, if thy search­

" ing eye percei \·es that I shall proYe 

" unworthy of the blessings thou art 

" showering upon 111e, instantly snap 

" short the thread of 11\)' cxistcncr; 
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c; CYen !Jere, on this the seat of my 
" hj o·h ex a I tation, that, when my 

b 

,: story and n1y prayer shall be re-(. lated 
' it n1ay a,ve the arrogant, 

" and teach thc111 to be humble in 
,: prosperity." 

She then sunk upon her knees, and 
Twwccl her forehead to the earth: the 
1ac1ies inyoluntarily did the same. She 
rem~incd many 111inu tcs in this pos­
ture-, and then arose, saying-" I will 
" believe my prayer is heard, for I 
" arn greatly corn forted." She seated 
J1ersclf upon the throne while the lady 
of the cere1nonies read the compli-
111ent, and then retired into her pa­
lace, followed by the ladies, for w ho1n 
a sumptuous banquet was prepared, 
and who ,vere entertained by their 
new Empress ,vith all that gaiety so 
natural to vouthful innocence~ .,, 
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Before sun set the guests departed'\ 

and the grand Cobo requested to 

conduct Si-ling to the apartments of 

her husband. N e,,cr did n1onarch re­

cei,·e his Empress with such heart-felt 

~·apture; never did bride rccciYe the 

embraces of her newly-wedded lord 

·with such affectionate emotion. The 

Colao too ·was n1uch affected : he em­

braced and blessed thuu Loth, declaring 

that no act of his past life g~1xe hin1 
such pure joy as that of placing Chun 

and Si-ling in a situation suited to their 

great abilities and superior virtue. 

_,._ " It is a singular custom in China, that, as 

soon as Hight has succcec.1e1l the departure of the 

sun, the tit: is a desert: not a passenger to b<> 

seen in the streets; all haye retired to rest. Not 

an ;1sscmhly, a ball, or an cveniug theatre is to 

lJ~ fonnd. At the lhnrn of day CYCIJ body is ir 
I 

motion, and the . treets ;:ire instan11y t.1ronged." 
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" 011," he continued, " how blessed 
«, would be the state of man if he 
" would cast off selfish views, and 
(( only study how to act aright.'' Chun 
expressed sentiments of the li\·eliest 
gratitude, and said-" I will be every 
" thing you wish, save only one, and 
,~ in that I pray you pardon 1ne. Ne­
" \~er can Chun, the husbandman, suffe1 
" himself to be called Emperor, whilst 
" the great Yao lives! r-ou arc the 
" son and brother of a n1onarch : your 
" head is filled with ,visdom, and your 
" heart \vith virtue; and shall the lowly 
" Chun presume to rank above you? 
" Xever! Call me your n1inistcr, or 
"your lowliest se1Tant, and I will 
" obey ; but never, never Yvill I rank 

' ' 

1 " aDove you. 

Chun kept his resolution for seYcral 
y tars, until the ill hea1 th of ·y· ao 111ade 
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hi111 consent to become associate in 
the en1pire. They lived together 111 

perfect union for twenty-eight years, 

,vhen Yao, perce1v1ng himself near 

his end, exhorted Chun to govern like 
a father, and to ren1ern her that he ,vas 

niade for the people, and not the peo­

ple for him; and that an En1peror 
,vas raised above the rest of n1ankind 

only to do the1n good, and to sup­

ply their "'ants: finishing these ,vords, 

he gave to Chun the seals of the 

e1npire*, and dre,v his last breath at 

the great age of one hundred and 
eighteen years. 

;;; " One of the most considerable ensigns of the 

imperial authority is that of the seals of the em­

pire, which are applied to authorise all public acts, 

and all the decisions of the tribunals. The Em­

peror's seal is near eight inches square, and is of 
a very fine jasper, which is a precious stone, highly 

Q 
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Chun having paid his duty to the 111e,,.. 

n1or:r of Yao'\ took possession of the 
i111pcrial dignity, and recei,·cd the ho­
n1age of the tributary kings. Ile found 
in the royal palace a vast quantity of 

esteemed in China, and none but the Emperor is 
allO\ved to use it. It is called Yn-che, and is taken 
out of the mountain Yn-yu-chan, that is, the moun­
tain of the agate seal. 

cc The Chinese relate seyeral fables concemmg 
this mountain; and, among others, that formerly tl1c 
Fong-hoang having appeared upon this motmt,;in, 
rested upon an unhewn stone, and that a sblf ul 
lapidary ha,·ing broken it in pieces, found this 
famoui. stone, of which the seal of the empire is 
made. 

" The fong-hoang is a bird, the phcenix of Cl:iua, 
or bird of prosperity." 

:1 " Af tcr · the death of Y ~o, Chun shut himseI. 
up in his sepulchre for three years, from "heucc 
arose the custom of mourning three yeaq for a 
parent." 
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go1d and jewels, of \vhich he made a 

5phere, representing the seven 1)lanets, 

each planet represented by different­

jewels. lfe n1ade also son1e ne·w laws, 

and appointed inferior officers in each 

of the six courts established by his 

JJredecessor: he honoured 1nen of learn­

ing with his fa-votu and protection; 

visited his provinces once a year, and 

rewarded or punished the tributary 

kings ,vith so n1uch justice that he 

gained the estee111 of all his people. 

The in1provernent of agriculture was 

one of his principal concerns; and, 

t1rn.t he might not he thought to have 

forgotten his lo,v origin, 11c con1n1enced 

every spring of his long life by ploughing 

.. _ piece of land with his o,vn hands'~. 

'* " It is belieYed that this was the foundation 

of a great festival which is solemnized eYery year 
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The reverence he paid to old age 
caused a sensation of delight in all 
who \vitnessed it; and, so determined 
was he to deserve the affections of his 

in all the cities of China, on the day when the sun 
enters the fifteenth degree of the sign Aquarius.,. 
wl1ich the C11inese look upon as the beginning of 
sprmg. The Emperor goes himself m a solemn 
manner to plough a few ridges of land, with a 
design to animate the lmsbandmen by his own 
example in the (;ultiYation of the earth. Tl1e man-
darins of every city perform tl1e same ceremony. 

" On this day, the governor, or chief mandariir
1 comes out of his palace, carried in a chair, preceded 

by flags and lighted torches, divers instruments 
playing at the same time; lie i., t;ruwuccl with flowers., 
and proceeds in this equipage to-wards the eastern 
gate of the city, as it were to meet the spring. He 
is attended by seyeral litters, painted and adorned 
with a variety of silk tapestry, ou which are the 
figures and representations of iIIustrious persons w110 
were addicted to husbandry; aud also several l1isto-
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people, that he ordered a large white 

1narble table to he placed on the out­

side of his palace gate, on which his 

subjects ,vere desired to ·write do,vn 

1·ies, relating to the same subject. The streets are 

covered with tapestry, and they erect, at prope, 

distances, triumphal arches, on which they hang 

beautiful lanthorns, painted in transparency; they 

also make illumiuations. 

"Among the figures there is a cow, of potter's clay, 

of such an eno1 mous size, that forty men cannot carry 

it without difficulty. Behind the cow, whose horns 

are gilt, is a young child, with one foot naked and 

the other covered : they call it the genius of labour 

and diligence. The child strikes the cow without 

ceasing with a rod, as though it were to drive her 

forward. She is followed by all the husbandmen, 

with musical instruments: after them proceed com­

panies of masquers and comedians, making several 

representations. 

"In this manner they march to the governor's 

palace, and strip the cow of all her ornaments, <lraw-

Q 3 
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any fau1t they saw in him. The ad-
vancement of Chun is att1ibuted to 
his obedience and submission to hi, 
parents; for, though they always used 

fog out of her inside a prodigious number of s!naU 
cows, made of clay, <listributing them among the 
multitu<le: at the same time thev break the cow in .. 
pieces, and distribute the frag.11cnts to the people; 
after which, the governor makes a short discours~, 
recommending the care of liusl.mudry as a tLing 
highly condu~irn to the pulJlic good. 

" The attention of the Emperors and nrnndarit.s 
to the cultirntion of land is so great, that when the 
tlc.:putics are sent to court fro!11 the vicero~ ·, the 
Emperof neyer forgets to enquire in what coudition 

·the ficids are; an<l frequently the falling of a sea­
~onahh~ shc.,ver is a sufficient occasion to Yisit a 
mandarin, and to comp1iment him thereupon. 

,: The Emperor orders the governors of the cil ics 
to gi, c him information cYery ;year of that agricul­
turali~t who is most remarh.ble in thl'i;· cli:;tricts, for 
.-1pplic, tron to husbandry, for an tmbkmisbcd re-
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hin1 severely, and sometimes even to tht.:: 

endangering his life, yet it never altered 

his dutiful behaviour; so that, by de­

g-rees, his respect and patience got the 

better of their ill trcat111ent, fron1 

,vhence tbeir philosophers dra,v these 

tw() great principles of 1nora1ity-first, 

that however wjckecl parents may Le, 

putn.tion, for his care in preservfog union in hL own 

family, peace with l1is neighbours, and freedom 

from all cx.trarngance. It is no unusual thing, 

npon the report of the governor, for the Emperor 

to raise this wise and diligent hnslnm<lman to the 

degree of maadarin of the eighth or'-ter. This di&• 

tinction confo:-s ~ rigLt to wear the habit of ~ 

mandarin, to visit the governor of the city, to sit in 

his presence, and to drink tea with him : }u, is 

respected while he li\'es, and, after his death, he 

has funeral obsequies agreeably to his degi ee, and 

Ins title of honour is written in the taB of Lis 

anc'..'stors. Y"'1u:t occasion oi joy is this to the vcne-­

rablc old man, and all his family !. 
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children are not the less bound to pay 
the1n respect and obedience-secondly, 
that there is no n1an so \vickcd but 
his heart n1ay be softened by kind­
ness, and at last reclai1ne<l fron1 evil 
by a sense of repeated obligatjons. 

Chun continued to treat his pa1ents 
and his brothers with great respect 
and tenderness; but, knowing they 
were not worthy to fill any place aLout 
the court, he gave then1 none. Their 
company, howe,·er, \Vas sought by peo­
ple of the first rank, and the pleasure 
·which they experienced in talking of 
1ny son the E1nperor, or my brother the 
En1peror, was sufficiently gratifying to 
thtir narrow hearts. 

Chun and Si-ling appropriated Ki­
ang-tse's ri.rhes to the building of an 
h ospital for foundlings; and, following 
the precepts of the munificent Yao, 
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they 1nade their subjects' happiness the 

business and the pleasure of their long 

lives'\ and, in the bosom of their lovely 

family, found a felicity which is rarely 

the lot of mortals; and left an ex­

ample-which even the great Confucius 

thought worthy of imitation, an exam­

ple which has retained its lustre more 

than four thousand years. 

111 Chun was 110 years old when he died, 

FINIS, 
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