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FOR a few moments I solicit vour 
V 

a.ttention : for a few moments I beseech you 

to vanquish the rrpugnance, which, at your 

a~e, is usually in$pircd by the name of a 

preface. A preface is but an introduction 

of the author to his readers; and, it might 

be 11rcsumcd, could not be unacceptable 

'lo ::mch of them as intended to cultivate his 

acquaintance. There may, Lowcvcr, be 

some of yon, ,vho take ns little interest in 

the author as in his introduction; and it 

1s probable that, not haying learned i.o 

separafo 
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separate the idea of a ·writer from the book 
which he has written, lie (·xisls, to your 
imagination, as a strangcJ uncouth, i11-
comprchcnsiblc being; unlike all you have 
eyer ::iccn, or knmrn, or heard of. 

If such be the case, permit me to assure 
you, that an author is not necessarily dis­
tinguished by any peculiarities of figure or 
conformation, from other people; and 
that the writer ofihc little work before you, 
is, in exterior, not dissimilar from those 
you sec and a.ssociatc 1Yith, every day; ancl 

so for from exhibiting anything- !-otrangc or 

rcpnlsiw· in his aspect, he retains his prc­
<lilcction, and c,·cn his nptitud<·, for many 
of the sporls and pastimes which c11li\·r1wcl 
his childl10o'l; when he alternately playetl, 

aml 
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and studied, like one of }'Ourselves; and 

woulu have consi<lerecl it not more impos­

Liblc that he &honld become a book, than 

that he should. produce one. 

1:~ es, my young friends, I can still fincl 

intimates in your companions; and con­

fidcnts among yonr playfellows: many 

of your cofcmporaries haYe amused my 

cares, and some of them have beguiled 

my affiictions. Even from those with 

wl10m I have no personal intercourse, I 

am willing io persuade myself, I may be 

entitled to some consideration; as an uu­

tnown patron of iheir pieasurcs; an invisi­

ble counsellor, who mny prove an auxiliary 

io their parents and preceptors, in promol­

i!lg their virtue and felicity. But of ,.,hat 

m,r, 
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u.;c, yon may, perhaps, be ready to ask; 

of Vr hai real im portancc can the perusal of 

n little story-book be to any of us? It may 

amuse us, indeed, or we should not reatl 

beyond the second page; but can it afford 

instruction abo? and will it, like those 

grave, good books, we hayc read on Sun­

days, teach us all our duties? The usc­

f uh!css of a book, my little friends, must 

depend on the temper of mind in vd1ich it 

is read; and if the following pages ~honltl 

recal to your recollection any salutary pre­

cept, or familiarize to your miml any im­

portant truth: should thr.y even only lead 

you to form oue virtuous resolution, or 
confirm one toi tcring priuci plc; I slia 11 think 

the trouble I have taken io please you, am­
ply repaid. 

That 
L 

, 

r' 
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PREFACE. Yll 

That the imprrssions rccei vcd from books 

may influence conduct, I have myself often 

experienced; and memory supplies an in• 

stance from my juvenile life, which ·will 

convince you that the hopes I have allov,ed 

myself to cl1cri:.-,h, arc not chimerical, al­

though they may not ah. .. ·a.7;s be realized 

In my school-days, when, being just 

eleven, I looked forward to the term of 

l"\Ycnty-one years as to the goal of age, it 

was my pride to be at the head of my class ; 

.md '-IO much was I elated ·with this dis• 

linction, that I bc1rnyed my arrogance in 

all companic'-, and on all occasions. I 

had been a.ccm,tonwc1 to spend the vaca• 

tions "ilh a maiden aunt, who, on my 

mother~s dcu.th, had kinLlly undertaken tl1e 

superintendence 
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snprrintcndance of my infancy. .By her I 

foul been initiated in the rudiments of lenrn. 

ing; from J1er I had clrrivc(l my Jfrst id(1t1s 
of rectitude and duty, and the dcnwnt.1ry 

JJrinciples of religion and moralitiy; and 

to her attention 1 ,\ ~s, in reality, imlc·bt. 

cd for much of tl1e progrrss 1 lia<l made, 

and much of the con'jiclcra{ion 1 enjoyed. 

Till I went io sdwol, this excellent 1\ o. 
man commanded no le~s my ycneration 

than my love. l\fy aficctions she stiil 
possessed; but, Iiavillg learnt of my boy­

ish comr::idcs to rail at ol<l women. I now • 
.I 

thought it mnrorthy of myself to submit to 

her controul, or to behave towards her 

·with my usual deference of deportment. 
.l\Iy aunt soon pcrccivcfl the chan,0 ·c in rny 

::,cntimcnt-., 

'l 
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sentim<'nt<;, and at first endeavoured to 

correct thrm by kind admonitions and 

grntlc reproof: but these, far from curing 

the folly, increased it. I scoffed at her 

mm1datcs, sneered at her precepts, and 

laboured, b.v every means in my power, 

to manifest contempt for ber sex, and in­

dependence of her ' authority. My kind 

aunt judiciously waited for an opportunity 

to crush my puerile presumption. 

One day, when I had, in company, 

<lisplayed much rudeness, she desired me 

to J,,avc the room; and, on my refusal, she 

c;_tlled for 1he bouscmri.id, a tall, robus~ 

woman, and charged her to put me in her 

Bridewell; for so she c:1lled un old garret, 

in a fl·mote p::ut of the house, filled with 

lumber. 



PJtEFACE. 

lumber. No words can dr~cribc thP. asto­
nishment anu indignation ·which thi<s hold 
step inspired. I kicked, roared, and hlw;­
tcrcd, but in vain; the strength of Hannah 
1:;revailed; and, to my confusion, tiie agent 
of my punishment ,ms a. woman. 

I was conductcrl to my prison, and left 
tg my own reflcctiuns. In the bittrrne s of 
rngc, I vowed never to forgive the author 
of my disgrace; and was evrn raviJ:Jg 
against her, who had been so long my henc­
factrcss, ·when ifannah returned to oJih 
me my di11J1cr. I stamped wiih fury at 
the proposJJ, w11ich I cl10. c lo call a clc­
libcralc insult, and even conr{·ivrcl the idea 
of running away the next morning, and 
journeying io my gra~1dfathcr\ J10mc, 

"hich 
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which ·was twenty miles dist.ant; and such 

was my infatuation, that .if he should take ,., 
my aunt's part, I had resolved to go to 

Completely exhausted by the violence of 

f hc:-,e cmotiom, I at length foll asleep, and 

on :.nYaking saw a little book lying at my 

>;iUl', which had previously passed unno"' 

ticed. 1 took it up, and my attention 

was imnwdi~tel y aner.:tcd by a story, in 

"hich a boy, of a character not unlike my 

own, v,ns in(roduced. 'l'h..., situation ·was 

~ome" hat similar, "ith thi · <liilercnce, 

thn.t 1w had l rrn in.,tructed by a :µiother, 

~, I had brcu t, ught by an aunt: like mr, 

he hnd taI·cn the re:-ol 1tion to leave bis 

p ·otcrtregs: r .t rr ·olution I most heartily 

a pplaudcd:) 
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applandeJ:) in the ~eqnel, lie had br'l'n 

jnw·~g1rd by ~ypsics; \Y::.:- by thrm cor­

rupted, af)(! nndc a proli<-ii.'nt iu tlH• art 
1:1 skating-. At 1his pn.rt, I !~·!t somr hoJ-· 
ror .• ~nc1 e'.'.d.iii::l'(l, :, 1;0, I will not g-o , , 

tn ,1•n .. , 1 P'::d on :-the boy \\a-; at 

kngth dc1cctc!l in -=0111c l hcfr, and !nought 

before ~t rm gbirate, ,, ho proYcd to be hi.;. 
unl'lc•: nml bv whom hr ,\n5 n·claimed. . -
B.it v,hcn~ \'.·,'.U liis mother 1 ()Ji! slw died 

of a l>ruken heart: m lirr last rnOnH.'nls 

~hr had pr:iyl'd for tl1e rcstoraiion of lier 

The book fi.·11 from my }w.ud-;; I wept: 

110!. with anger, but sorrow. I thought 1 
.saw my aunt; l <'xclairncd, " - -o, she 
~hall not grieve for me; I will 1101 srml her 

grey 

f. 

r 
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grey hairs in sorrow to the grave." l be. 
came impatient to sec her, to acknowledge 
my faults, and to abjure them. I was 
l'.-iping away my tears, with the hope of 
J1caring IJannah, when the door opened: 
my aunt cnicrcd, and, m one momc11t, 
srakd my forgi,·cne~s. Pcncir:.ticcl ·with 
gratitude, I promised m'Yer more to bc­
lwYc "ith disr'spcct. I krpt my word; 
nml the little hook, fo ,,hid1 J mvr :--o 
much., is still in an oucl corner of my li­
brary~ and may, one> cby, J)'~ re-edited 
for the use of mv ) om1i:t friend . ~ "" .,:, 
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SCENES FOR THE YOUNG. 

The good little Boy 7.rlw dicl not lure: 
to read. 

HARRY SEY1tfOUR had been l~ft 
with his grand-mamma till he · was 
eight years old: she had taug!1t hi1n 
to read, but he hated it; and though 
he was a Yery sensible boy, he had 
been so indulged, that eYery degree 
of application was painful to him. 

\Vhen his gr::md-manuna died, he 
was taken bv an uncle, who was both ., 
an intelligent and good man. He ·was 
greatly concerned to see hov, much 
Jfarry had been neglected} and Js he 

E 



2 THE GOOD LITTLE BOY 

soon perceiYcd he had capacity, and 
a sweet disposition, he wished to gi-vc 
him a liking for books, to induce him 
to apply. 

I-Iarry was extremely fond of birds 
and beasts, and he had a number of 
them, ,vith whom he wasted most of 
his time : a dormouse, a squirrel, 
rabbits, and a guinea-pig; besides a 
great clog, and a lit~]c horse. 

"Harry," says his uncle, one day, 
" you do not know the history of 
one of these creatures." lfarry did 
not pretend to ~ay he did, but he 
wan tcd to know what his uncle meant 
by their hi~tory. " I rncin," answer­
ed his uncle, " the nature of them; 
the differenue betvfccn them; the 
rn.-inner in which they Ji\ c. There ii;; 
~, great deal of entertainment and 

knowledge 

' t 
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kno\vledge, which you might easily 

acquire, if you would read ab_out 

these animals. 
llarry wished his un~le woul<l tell 

him something about them, espe­

cially about his squirrel. 

" Yon obserYe him," says his un­

cle, " sitting upon his hinder legs 

with grace, an<l using his fore-paws 

as hands, very skilfully. You are 

mightily delighted to see with what 

ease and spirit he bites his nut open, 

and eats the kernel; but 1f he had his 

full liberty, you would be much n1ore 

astonished and delighted with him. 

II \rtnY.-\Vhy, what does he do 

then? 
U .·cr.E.-He scemc; to be of the 

nature ofbircls, from his iight, nirnb1e 

inanner of springing on the tops of 
trees; 
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trees; he seldom comes down to the 
ground, except in storms, but jumps 
from one branch to another. He 
feeds in spring on the buds, in sum­
mer on the fruits, and in autumn he 
has variety of niceties to feast upon; 
acorns, filberts, chcsnuts, &c. But 
he does not spend this season of 
plenty in i<lle enjoyment; the care­
ful little ariima~ gathers his provision 
for the winter, and looks forward to 
the season, when the for est shall be 
stripped of all its leaves and fruits. 

Hn.RRY.-That is Ycry odd; how 
can he know it? 

U ~CLE.-God has given instinct to 
all the animal creation., \Yhich sup­
plies the place of our reason; and 
,,;hich means, the vv·isdom to know 
what is proper for their food, power 

to 

I. 
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to seek it out> and methods to pro­
vj<le for their own safetv. This is 

./ 

one of the wonderful works of our 
Hea,·enly Father) and is a proof of 
his infinite loYe and care for every 
thing which he has made. 

lIARRY.-Then the squirrel h~d no 
house, till we put hi1n in a cage ? 

U ~CLE.-He n1akes himself a nest 
instead; and generally amongst the 
large branches of a great tree. 

He brings 1noss, twigs, and dry 
leaves> and binds them together ·with 
great art, so as to resist the n1ost 
\·iolent storm. This 1s covered up 
on all sides, and has but a single 
,opening at top, which is just large 
enough to admit the little animal. 
This opening is itself defended from 
the we~thcr by a kind of canopy, so 

E 3 
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that it throws off the most heavy 

rain. The nest) thus formed with a 

very little opening above, is never­

theless very roomy below; soft, 

,vell knit. con\·enient, and ·warm. In 

this retreat the animal brings forth 

its young ones; screens itself fron1 
the scorching rays of the sun, which 

it seems to fear; and from the storms 

of the winter, which it can still kss 

~,nppnrt. Its provisions of nuts and 
:i.corns is se 1d om in its nest, but in 

the hollow of the tree, and never 

t,1t.:en out, hut in cases ofnccessitv. 
,I 

But it somctimc3 h:1ppcns that the 

rn::rten, \\ ho is r:ot 3blc to make a 
a nc .-,t for it~c1( oftc.1 ,g·ocs in quest 

of a plnce fnr its young, and fixes 
11pon the nen of~ squirrel. and ,, ith 
trr~t :n1u~ticc destroys the tenant, 

nnd 

I'• 
I. 
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and takes possession of the man-
. 

s10n. 

HARRY.-Is not the martin a bird) 

like the swallow? 

UNCLE.-There is such a bird; but 

this marten is an animal of the wea­

sel kind, and the most beautiful of all 

the British beasts of prey: in e\ ery 

c-ountry they hunt the1n for their 

furs, which are very valuable. As 

soon as the rnarten lns killed the 

squirrel, it takes possession of 1 he 

nec.;t for its own use) imp10Yes the 

softnc~s of the bed, and in that re­

treat brings forth its young. As she 

has no milk to give them, she brings 

them cg-gs and Ii vc birds, accustom­

ing them from the beginning to a 

life of carnage and rJ pine. 

lTAmtY.-i\fy little squirrel may 
think 
' . 
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think himself Ycry happy that he is 
out of the way of these wicked mar­
tens; but he seems always afraid of 
something. 

UNCLE.-·A squirrel is very watch­
ful by nature. He shuns the habi­
tations of men as much as possible, 
-and is never f oun<l in open fields 
nor in copses, but keeps in the midst 
of the tallest trees; and if the tree 
\\·here he happens to be is but slightly 
touched at the bottom, he instantly 
t:.1kes the alarm, quits his nest at 
once, flies off to another tree, and 
thus travels ,vith great ease along the 
tops of the forest, until he finds him­
self perfectly out of danger. Thus 
J1e continues for some hours at a 
di::itance from home, till the alann 
be l)ast a,ray, and thrn returns by 

pnth~ 

,/ 
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paths which no other quadrupcdcs 
can pass, except itself. 

HARRY.-\Vhat are quadrupedes? 
U XCLE.-Beasts with four feet? • 

now, if you wished to be wise, you 
would learn every morning to look 
out names, which you do not un­
derstand, in the dictionary. 

IL\RRY.-But if you told them to 
me, uncle, it would be the same 
thing, )~Ou know. 

UxcLE.-No; you would then de­
pend upon me, and not your own 
industry . If I happened to, be out 
of the ·way, you must remain igno­
rant; and even if I informed You 

.I 

rightly, you could ncYer be sure of 
it, if you would not take the pains 
of reading for yourself. 

lI,\RRY. 
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l-IARRY.-But then, I a1n sure you 
would not tell me a story. 

U .!\CLE.-N ot in ten tionaIIy, you 
1nay believe: but I may mistake, or 
be misinformed myself; and to prove 
whether I have or not, I desire you 
will take down "Goldsmith's Ani­
n1ated Nature" from the shelf, and 
see whether I haYe related faithfulh·., ., 
part of the history of your little 
squirrel. 

H7wt 

" 

,, 
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JVhat makes a Gentleman. 

\VILLIA}I 1fACKENZIE was bred . 
at a public school. He spent his ho-• 
lidays at home, and, though he was 
neither ill-natured nor mischievous, 
such was his rude habits and disa~ 
agreeable ,•mys, that there was no 
quiet or comfort in his 1nothcr's 
house till he went away .. 

~is n1othcr was a sensible, judiciou~ 
woman; she did not wish to restrain 
him fro1n the sports, howeYer noisy, 
which were suited to his age, but :she 

· murh wished to restrict them to pro­
l)er seasons, and give him, as he grew 
up, some ideas of 

" The grace, the manner, the decorum,'' 

which is expected in the heir of a 
large 
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, large estate, descended from a weII­
bred ancestry. 

She was also aware that it was dif­
ficult to do this without inspiring 
that folly of follies, family pride; and 
waited till William was come of an 
age to understand the proprieties of 
outward conduct, as they related to 
fellow creatures, before she talked 
to him of the advantages of being a 
gentleman. 

A young nobleman in the neigh­
bourhood came one day to dine with 
him: he was about his own size, and 
had neither the good understanding~ 
nor the frank temper of \Villiam; 
but he ·was so attentive at the table., 
so civil to the servants., and so very 
0bliging to every body, that all the 
company rang ,rith his praises. 

At 
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At play, the s~mc good manners 
<listing11i-:,hed him; whilst '\Yilliam's 
loud Yoice and boisterous demean­
our, his eagerness and his negli­
gence, formed a most striking con­
trast. 

The next morning \Yilliam looked 
:t little thoughtful at breakfast, and 
3skcd his mother ·what it ·was that 
made a gentleman? 

1\.1ns. l\,f ACKE. ·zrn.-,VhY ? 
"\"V1LLIA~1.-Bccausc I heard Lord 

Harry's tutor say, in a vd1isper., that 
nobody would think I was the son of 
a gentleman. 

I am sure I gayc Lord Harry as 
many peaches as he could eat, and I 
let him have hi5 own ·way at all our 
plays, and he cheated me tv-;ice at 
marbles; and with all his bow:,; and 

C 
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cringes, he was not good-natured; and 
he is very coYetous, besides, in his 
heart. I cannot think what it ·was 
,, hich made the tutor find fault ~Nith 
111('. 

?\f R<::;. l\L\CKENZ 1 E .-YT ou slapped 
J...01~d Harry on the back, twenty 
times, to prove your good will. 
\T ou ga'l;e him peaches, indeed; but 
you bid him stand aloof and earn . 
them, by c:1tching as you flung them_: 
:it him. You haJlooed so loud in hi~· 
car. that I s~w his eyes tv,ink every 
time yon spoke: and ,,·hen he stoop­
ed down at any play, yon contrivcc;.,. 
uncxp-ected ]y. to jump oYer his head, 
and turn h1m paJ with affright. In 
a1l your choice collection of sports; 
there v. :1 - I; ut on ,vhich gave him 
;'itnU)cmcn t.: ,d,ich w~c; marbles; awl 

tt 
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at this you continually caUed hi1n 
dunce. 

\V1LLIA:.r.-So he was, for he did 
not know how to draw a circle round; 
but he knew well enongh how to 
cheat me, and I am' sure that was not 
like a gentleman. But pray tell me 
-what makes one ? 

!vfr..s. MAcKE~ZIE.-Behaviour. 
"\'\~1LLIA"\i.-l am sure that is not -

all; for Dick Rawlins, at our school, 
is as civil a boy as one can sec;­
ay, he is as civil 2s this fine Lord 
Jiarry; but his father and 1nother 
were once pawn-brokers., thongh 
they haYe left off trade a Jong while, 
and are very rich; yet, all our school 
knows Dick is not the son of a gen­
tleman, for all that. 

1fRs. l\IAcK1::~zrn.-Thcre are other 
C 2 quJ1i-

I 



qualifications, I must own, in the eye 
of the ·world, which con!:ltitutc a 
gentleman; but they always are sup­
posed to imply good ma1111ers. 

"\V1LLIA:-.1.-\Vhat are the rest? 
11ns. 1fAcKE~ZIE.-Birth and edu­

cation. 
WII,LIA:'.r.-?viust all three go to­

gether, to make a gentlcmall? 
l\1r:.s. J\.f.\CKr::;-,:zrn.-Behaviour, as I 

said before, is always supposed to be 
included in birth and education; it 
is the soic advantage resulting from 
them. And, from this supposition, 
we call a man who is well born, and 

' liberally educated, a gentleman. 
\V11.uA,r.-Do vou c:dl him so, if 

,/ 

he has no bchaYiour? 
l',,I ns. l\J,\cKr-::;-,:zrn.-1 am sorry to 

say, that such is the prejudice of man­
kind, 
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J:ind, we do: hut if a man is eyer so 
highly born and liberally educated, 
if he be _not well-behaved, people 
will remark, "He docs not act like a 
gentleman. Nobody ·wo11]d think he 
·was born a gentleman; at least, he 
ncYer could haYc been bred a gen­
tleman;" which proYes what I told 
you, that everybody judges by bc­
haYiour. ' 

\V1L1 LL1.-Eut I cannot under­
stand what yon mean by behaviour. 
J am sure I wou1d oblige any boy; 
nnd I always scorned to do a me:111 

thing; and I do not value my money 
-no, that I do not, and all my school­
fclJows kno-w it; nay, our master 
says I have the noblest spirit of any 
b<l in the form. 

;- Ins. ~,i AC.KE~ZIE.-It is not the ~c­
c 3 
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tion, but the mode of performing it, 
which distinguishes the gentleman. 
You may be good-natured, gene­
rous, and bra,·e; all these, it must be 
confessed, are essential q 1alitics in 
a gentleman; but if yonr good-n~­
ture is mixed with rudeness, your 
generosity with boasting and pride, 
and your spirit with jnsuit and de­
fit1nce, no person would call you so. 
"\Vhcn I have desired vou to shut the . 
t.loor, you slam it so Yiolentiv, that J 

• 

it makes me tremble. 'Your aunt 
dislikes a cat in the room_, and ~s 
soon as you espy it, intending to be 
\cry ciYil, you driYc her up the 
d1imnev, where her cries within, and .i , 

your shouts ·without, disturb your ~ 
J 

aunt more than the sight of the poor 
creature Vt"otd<l do. You bought 

some 
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some chcrri~s for your cousin Fanny, 
because you heard her say she liked 
them; but then you made her play 
at bob-cherry for every one you 
ga\·e her. 

Good sense an<l good-nature, ot, 
in other ,vords, reflection and feel­
ing, form good m~mners. The one ' 
lead.· ynu to pcrcci \'C what won1d pain_. 
the other what "·otdd pka-sc others: 
no,v YOU 11C\'Cr think at all or the .I 

flrsr; anc' \vhen \'OU intend the sc-
1 • • 1 ronci, your ungrac1ons ma!1ner ~porns 

1t. Jlov,' often h;1.vc you made m , 
hh1,;;h too, at c\·en· thing which re­
lates to ,·our~e1f! i\t dinner, ) ' Oll .I , 

<le\'our Ynur mc:1t, as if \ on had .I 
• 

been fami~hed !'or <lays! 7 on enter a 
nlom like a ploughman ·s boy, and 
(1:·i \'f' y onr int be forf' yon ; sit on a 

t~blc, 
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table, if there is no chair; and rip 

open your waistcoat to cool your ... 

self! In short, \Villiarn, good be­

ha\'iour is exactly the reYerse of 

yours. 

\VrLLIA:11.-Then it does not con­

~ist in the thing, but the way in 

which one does it. 

~JRs. 11ACKE~ZIE.-Xow you com­

prehend me. 

\VrLLIAM.-But if I acted ever so 

,vell, and ·was the son of a footman, 

I should not be thought a gentlem~n. 

l\Ins. I\f.\CKE~ZIE.-Y ou v,:ould bo 

'->ne in the most essential point-· 

conduct; and if vou receiYed an 
J 

education, might be one by pro­
f . . css10n. 

\Vrr,r.r.Dt.-'\Vhat is meant by pro­
fcs'5ion? 

.; 

r . 

' I ' 

C 



nf RS. :~l.\cr:ENZIE.-Divini ty, law, 
an<l physic, arc ca11cd professions. 

\VII.LIA ,r.-·-tet me, sec; then bi­
shops, doctors: judges., and barristers, 
arc gentlemen by profession. And 
arc not merchants and arti~rs looked 
upon as such? 

?vinl:i. 1'f\rE.r::xzrn.-Thc first mer­
chants and the first artists alwa,·~ arc; 

J 

but not the lowest, is in professions. 
_In England, indeed, our merchants 
and tradesmen are often gentlemen 
by birth, ~md still more frequently 
by bcha, iour; and we are daily 
rising above that foolish prejndicc. 
thcit any employment which does not 
disqua1ify a m~ni for good company 
can degrade him. Artists always as-.... 
sociate ,vith the nobiiity, as philo-
sophers did ,vith kings ~mcl emperors 

Qf 



of old. Talents, indeed, '.will eve·· 
create superiority, and wealth con­
fer distinction; but it is only good 
conduct which can obtain respect. 

\V ILLL\.~.r.-Aftcr all, I do not sec 
what good there is in being born a 
gentleman. 

11Rs. l\I ,\.CKE~zrn.-It secures to 
yon the achantage of education; and 
education is supposed to make yoa 
beha,·e better to every body, tha1_1 
you ,vonhl do ,vithout it :-teaches 
you to rclieYe not only the wants, 
but to attend to the feelings, of those 
·whom ProYidence has placed beneath 
you :-to bear with peculiar tender­
ness their faults., and to sympathize 
in their sorrows:-it enlarges your 
your sphere of knowledge, of duty, 
and of happiness. 

"\Vr LLIA~1. 

• 
' 

,, 
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\VILLIAM.-IIappincss, indeed! it 
seems only to · require more pa­
tience. 

1f ns. 1L\C'KE~zrn.-Patience is a 
word for virtue. 

\V ILLIA:.J .-\Vhat ~ must I have 
more Yirtuc tooJ because I a1n a gen­
tleman? 

1fn.s. 1'1AcKEXzrn.-1 Tot more ho­
nesty, more justice, or more truth ; 
but, as I obserYed, you ought to 
bear with more temper the ~o~iety of 
those people v,;ho are destitute of 
these qualities, whil::it any defect on 
your own part is without excuse. 

\V1LLIA11.-I think that is very 
hzird. , 

1fns. ~1ACKE:-;:z1 E.-N ot at all. \Vi th 
certain ad\'antages you must expect 
ce!·tain inconveniences: if you are 

exempt 



exempt from bodily lab()urs, you 
~,re under the strongest obligations 
to regard those who endure jt for 
you; to instruct them biY your ex­
ample, to raise them by your kind­
ness, and to cheer them bv vour 

" 
bounty. 

It is by cd u ration the wi5c are 
taught to be meek, the rich to be 
generous, ~rnd the great to be hum­
ble. 

\\' ILLI \ ,r.-And wiJl nothing teach 
u-. all thi~ but education? 

MBs. MAcKEJ.·zrn.-I do not sav so; 
,I 

for in all ages there have been som~ 
rcmarkabic i!1st~nces of men e)e\·ated 
by n~turc above ail the little dis­
tinctions which birth, title, or educa­
tion cou!d bcsto\-;: but these instan-. 
cc~ arc rare; whrrt"'asJ it is r~ry com-

ff () l} 
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1non to see people who are suddenly 
raised to wealth or honours without 
education., disgusting by their Yanity, 
and insupportable by their inso­
lence. 

\Vn,LrA11.-But I cannot see the 
reason why low born people should 
not behave as well as high. 

1'fRs. lvL\CKE:\'ZIE.-Because the v 
arc not taughC I teil you. 

\VrtLIAM.-It is \'cry odc.l that 
Latin and Greek should make so 
much difference! 

l\f rrs. l\JACKE.·zrn.--Latin. and Greek, 
indeed! 

\Vru,Lnr.-"\Vhy., you call the . . 
knowledge of these languages., edu­
cation. , 

lvf RS. ~fACKE:. ·zrn.-A ,·erv in con-. 
siderable part of it: the conyersation 

n of 
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of the intelligent, the society of the 

polished, 1nay properly be callecl 

education; and contribute more to­

wards improvement, in mind and 

manners, than all the learning of the 

schools and coileges. 

vV1LLIA~1.-But may not people in 

low stations haYe these advantages? 

l\frs. :\1ACKENZIE.--1"1en employed 

in procuring the daily necessaries of 

life have no time to cu1tiYate their 

understandings or attend to accom­

plishments. Besides, accustomed fro1n 

infancy to associate with the lower 
... 

order, they contract their habits and 

tastes; and they do not desire, nor 

could they enjoy, the pleasures of 

refined society. Of this you can 

form some idea from yourselt who 

are more at your case with your . 
noisy 

C 

' I, 
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noisy schoolfellows, than you would 
b.c with polite young noblemen, 
whose behaviour did not resemble 
yours. 

\VrLLI ,Dr.-So then, shoemakers, 
bakers, and butchers, cannot be as 
well-behaYed as ourselves . 

.YfRs. 1'1"ACKENZIE.-Far be it from 
n1e to undervalue the useful part of 
mankind; or to lead you to think 
contemptu?usly of ~ny class of wor­
thy people! You may recollect the 
fable, comparing s_oc;ety to one bo­
dy v~' ith different members. Now the 
hands and feet are as necessary as 
the eyes or ears; and as they relate 
literally to our own body, we never 
regard them with contempt, or ·with­
out tenderness. Thus should it be . respecting all our fellow creatures 

n 2 employed 
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employed in the several offices of 
1 i fe: we arc indeed express I y told, in 
the Holy Scriptures, that " we are 
1nembers one of another." A lower 
situation neither destroys affinity nor 
importance: we are cemented, we 
should be endeared by it. vVe all 
arc equally bound to do our duty in 
that state of life in which it hath 
pleased Heaven to place us; conse­
qncntly, we all are to behave well 
in it. But b~haviour, in this sense, 
implies morals: in that which I a1n 
C'ndea·vouring to inculcate, it means 
refinement; it regards the little esta­
blished forms of polished life, and 
only to your rank in it. 

\VrLLIA::'\r.-Pray, is there this dif­
ference of forms between the high 
nnd low all over the world? 

It 
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1fns. n-IACKEXZIE.-Yes; and al­
ways must be, if their education and 
societies continue different. 

\V1LLIAM.-Does it not make them 
very unhappy? 

11ns. ?\LiCKEXZrn.-Are you very 
unhappy at school; or would you be 
happier, do you think, always to 
Ii \·e '"i th Lord I-Iarrv ? ., 

\VrLLIA~1.-Live with him, indeed! 
I could never enjoy myself in his 
company, nor in any of his cronies·, 
if they were like him! At school 
I know all the ways of our boys, and 
they know mine: ·we club together 
at our feasts, and join in the same 
frolics: we get into scrapes and get 
out of them again; keep the same 
secrets, and revenge the same quar­
+e!s . J would not change my frien~s 

D 3, lf4 



in the form) for all the titled lords 
in the uniYcrse. I am sure I could 
neYcr loYe any boys so well! 

J .I 

?\Ins. l\if ,\CKE~ZIE.-Are all the boys 
of your opinion ? 

\YrLLIA:.1.-All in our form are. 
~I Rs. !vL\CKE~zrn.-J tlllge of the 

lower orders of mankind by them. 
They arc much happier in the situa­
tion they have been accustomed to liYc 
in) than they could be in any other. 
I do not mean the abject poor) or 
the sick and friendless; but the lit­
tle shop-keepers, the industrious la­
bourers) ana serran ts in well-regu­
lated families, Jre Yastl y better pleased 
in their own soci cties than they 
would be in mine. The same plea­
sures and pursuits) the same scenes 
and sentimentq, peculiarly unite them. 

It 

,. 
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It is the duty of those who are called 

gen try to render them prosperous in 
their station, not to take them out of 

it; as in all probability it would only 

increase their cares, not add to their 

felicity. 

\Vn,LIA~1~.-\Vell, I begin to un­

derstand this by myself, as you say 

no'ls. But why are some of the com-
111011 folks so 1nuch civillcr than 

others in the same line. 

!vfRs. 11AcKENZIE.-There is one 
thing which will always make people 
civil: it , is religion; and yon will 

find every one in the si tu~tions ·we 

have been mentioning, obliging, 

humble, and compassionate, in pro­

portion as they are virtuous . The 
vicious, in this c1ass, associatinO' with 

0 

the very low, and not having the 
011t·w~1.rd 
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outward restraints of education, in­
du 1gc the most Yiolcn t passions on 
ail occnsions) and will storm, swear., 
~nd fight) whenever they qt1?rrel with 
each other) to the disturbance of the 
neighbourhood, and often to the 
destruction of themselves. 

vVILLIA:-.r.-But ·wh::1t is the reJson 
that even the good amongst our in­
feriors call .us thl'ir "betters." 

I\fns. Iv1:l..CKE~Z{.E.-!\f y dear \YiI-
1iarn, it ic; a term I never could 
endurc.--H~'~YC'n forbid you should 
cYcr think it your dne ! There is 
~011cthing shocking) a:, well as un­
just, in permitting such an appella­
tion ro l:-c 3pplicd to us. Betters! 
bcc:1t1sc we happen to Ji-vc in brgcr 
l1oui;;cs, wear 'nner clothes, and fare 
s11rn1Jtuow,lv cycrv day! Better thon ., ., . 

the 

I 

ti 
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the industrious, the honest, and the 
useful., who labour for our comforts, 
contribute to our sup·port, and esta­
blish us in our luxuries! Believe 
n1e, to show your gratitude to them 
by your generosity and kindness, i<; 
the only real privilege of being born 
a f2:nztlcman . ... 
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Tlzt Sister;), 

SUSA1 1KA and 1fargaret ·were sis• 
ter~: . l\ilargaret ·was the favourite of 
her mamma, Mrs. Richmond; and 
l\fargaret was the prettiest) and the 
youngest: besides., she was a coax­
ing child. Her mamma thought she 
had an open temper) because she 
brought every tale; and a feeling 
heart) because she cried upon every 
occas10n. 

Sus~nna was no common child: 
her understanding) Iu~r affection., and 
her rcsen tmen t was strong: she sin­
cerely loved those who were kind to 
her; but her ion' was more shown 
jn good-natured actions: than in ca­
resses) or words. 

Indeed 

., 

,. 
C 
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Indeed she would never wind her­
self into any body's fayour; and it 
was only people of penetration who 
could find out that she was remark­
able, excepting for her look of 
thoughtfulness. Accqstomed to be 
slighted wherever ~fargaret ·was, s11e 
~lid not like to come into company; 
and by being much alone, acquired 
the happy talent of amusing herself. 
She COl~l<l not but perceive h~r 1nam­
ma made a great difference; but 
instead of complaining, ( which very 
rarely happen eel,) she kept out of 
her sight, and played as sclcJom as 
possible with her ~istcr, '"ho always 
contrived to bring up some story 
against her, if she did. 

:\•Iargarct was of an artful, selfish 
di'--pm;ition rather than what ics r~lkd 

a bn\l 
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a bad temper: she would laugh an<l 
amuse, nay, oblige her playfellows 
by officious Ii ttle ways; but if there 
was any mischief, ( in which she her­
self was the first,) she would fling 
all the blame enti'rely upon them; 
and even when she was in friendship 
with them, as soon as they were 
gone she ·would tell all their secrets, 
and their faults. 

Susanna used to reprove her for . 
this; and !vfargarct then would fly 
to her mamma, saying, her sister 
would take any body's part sooner 
th;1n her~, and wa~ always sco]dillg 
".•.hen nobody was by. 

Hrr mamma would sharply rcpri­
Jol1and Susanna, ,-vi thou t hcari ng one 
~onl which she could say in her de­
fence. usanna fch the injustice, 

an,J 
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and could not but dislike the accuser. 
· It estranged her heart from ~✓.rarga­
ret; it weakened her affection for her 
mamma. 

Alas ! it is often thus that the 
seeds of future enmities ~re sown in 
families, and domestic concord to­
tally destroyed through life! 

Often by the injudicious conduct 
of parents, children, fro1n their early 
years, cease to be friends to each 
other ! 

.1\ilrs. Richmond a11o\vcd each of 
these children six pence a week for 
their pocket money; but :J\fargaret 
would generally get more by some 
art or other, and squander it any 
way. For her delight seemed to be 
to spcn<l, not use; and, as she tte­
-;·cr kr>pt :rny thing to ~hor~· for it, her 

E 



"S Jt. 'l'!J!'. SISTERS. 

mJmma used to extol her disinte­
rested temper and generosity. 

Snsanna,. on the contrary, bought 
her pencils, her drawing paper, and 
her plants, with this money; and 
would sccrctl)", but regularly: give a 
penny a ,xeck odt of it, to the 
poor. 

~:.1itl her mamma_. one dav in com-., 
r~~rry: ,, Snsanna is horn to hoard ll p . 
EYrr sincf' sl1e h~cl sixpence, she 
1..new how to Jay it out to her own 
ad v~rn ta~r;--~ncl the best ~,d, ~n­
tagc too; whilst my poor .'\fargaret, 
here, b:is no idea of her o \'-ill in te­
rc~t." 

Sus~rnna, h·ho stood by her chair, 
replied: " I\Iamma, you buy for 
~fargaret aII tho')C things ,vhich I p11r­
ch·1sc ,vith mv own money: so ~far-.. 

n-ar·ct l:i ( ..,. .. 

.e 
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g~1ret h:-is her six pence to speed b:e­
sidcs. 

" TheH',' says l,frs. Riehm on<l _: 
"this is always the way; this child is 
so envious of the other!" 

An old gentleman at the table_. 
remarked tbJt this speech was no 
proof of ~nYy: but of reason. " I 
dare say,'' a<lded he, "this Ii ttlc bd y 
will be Yery gencrous;-nay, I v.-ould. 

• l-- • 1 venture to 1ay a w::iger s1-c 1~ so a -
ready ; for economists .are neyc;­
niggards. 

"Oh, let h~r an5wcr for her OVd) 
\·irtues_," cries ;\frs. Richmond. Su­
sanna blushed, and "·as silent. 

"I see/' cries the old gentleman, 
··' modesty is amo1H1·st them." ., u 

"\ ·hat <lo you girc away. ont nf 
E .'2 "SJ s.pcncc 
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sixpence a week, Susanna?" said her 

mamma. 

"So little, madam;" replied Su­

sanna, "that I should be ashamed to 

name it." 
HY es., I believe so,'' answered her 

mam1na, " or I should have heard of 

it." 

'· Indeed mamma you v-.'oulcl not," 

replied Susanna, '' if I hacl given 

aH :" and the moment she had ut­

tered it, her heart reproached her; 

as it seemed like boasting. The old 

gentlem:;m was extremely pleased 

with Susanna's answers; while 11ar­

garet stood by, ready to cry with 

real envy: for she always used to Le 

t~ken most notice of, in company; 

=ind, to see her sister admired insteact 

was a great 111ortification. Susanna, 

however .. 
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howe 1;er, enjoyed but little pleasure 
from this distinction: she h~d spo­
kC'n in a manner which led people to 
thint she v.as more charitable than 
she ever had been, and her mind ,va~ 
too in !ren uous to be hanl)Y in being-.::> 

j • '-' commcndccl without deserving it. It 
sounded Iikc reproach to her con-. 
snencc. 

~he s~rw, indeed, plain enough, that 
her mamma did not be]ieYe anything 
about it; but she also cou Id see, that 
the old gcntlerran g~Yc her credit for 
much more than she meritcct. She 
was naturally reserved, yet she ,,·ish­
cd to tell hi1n how Ii tt! c she spared 
out of sixpence: rcsoh·ing, in her 
own thoughts, to giYe more in fu­
ture; since the sh~mc with which she 
struggled, convinced her she spcn t 

too 
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too much upon herself. She was 
struck with the old gentleman's 
·words_. th2t " economists are never 
nig6~rcls;" and began to think she 
1,·a~ a niggard, not an economist. 
Concerned, ~dso, at appearing in his 
eyes 1nore ge11cr0us than she really 
·was, she longed to whisper in his 
~~r, that she only gaYe away a penny 
~ wee~: and at fast she got round to 
him, and told him so. 

The old gei, • le nun was extremely 
ddip-hted with .. nch an instance of 

· j11gcnuousncss. To find a little girl 
v,ho fc1r:?d being e::iLemcd too mu.ch, 
~uH.l prai ... ed for what !lhc did not me­
Yit., \•;cs c·draordinary; and, as hG 
,, a~ Ilimsclf a peculiar character, he. 
1:nderstood delicacy and enjoyed cx­
celience in all it-.; .h.inds an<l degrees . 

Before 
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Before he went away, he requested 
1frs. Richmond to permit Susanna to 
come and spend a week with his 
nieces, as she "<sas just the compa­
nion he coi1ld wish for them, ancl 
conkl teach the1n by her example 
~nqch. "I do not want my nieces;, 
said he, " to sing and dance better 
than any body; but to acquire solid 
qualities, love truth, and hide their 
O\\ n virtues. \Vill yot~ lend thi~ 
<laughter to me?" 

"Oh," answered 11rs. Richmond., 
"it was this request she whispereq 
you, in y~ur ear, to make, I sup­
pose ! Susanna, how could you dare 
be so intruding and sly? 

" Ivladam.," says the old gentle­
man, '( you do not render justice tQ 
this littl~ girl. I give you 1ny ho­

~our, 
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nourJ she never hinted a desire to 
come to my house; and I ·wiII not 
pass O\'Cr the supposition) if you 
will not grant me the favour of her 
company." 

As the old gentleman v,~s Yery 
rich, and 11rs. Hichmond's family 
had some expectation from him, 
she was unwilling to disoblige him; 
so she promised Sus~rnna should go 
next cby. T\fargaret immediately 
burst into tears, saying, she should 
be lert a whole \vcek :done. 

" ~f y poor dear 1'fargarct," cries 
her mamma, "h;,s such sensibility, 
that I tremble for her through Jife. 
Every little thing touches her heart. 

"Do you think it is concern to 
part with her siste1~?" said the old 
~entleman, shrewdly. 

"They 
~ 
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"Tl ey never have been parted,,, 
replied l\frs. Richmond; " though I 
must sav, Susanna is not so fond of J 

l\,fargaret as I would haYe her to be ,, 
( Oh, then they will love one 

another better \\.'hen they meet," an­
S\\.'ers he, a and l'vliss .wfargaret ·will 
better bear the separation." 

As soon as the children were gone, 
he launched out in praises of Susan­
na. " \Vhy did not you bring this 
<laughter into company before?" 
said he. n To tell you the truth,'' 
replied I\frs Ridnnond, (' because 
she never Lkes to come; but pokes 
by her .... eJf in corners, and does not 
resemble other children of twelye 
years old. She is not affectionate, 
though commonly quiet; and I hope 
will turn out a good gir ., a(; she 

grows 
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gro,vs up; but her silent sulkiness is 
, :istly disJgreeablc, though she is 
domineering enough to ~.fargaret." 

"?\fadam," says he, " this chi]d is 
a wonderful child: she think:s, which 
1s no commom thing at her age; and 
I would sooner Inve my nieces re­
semble her, than be the best accom­
plished women in frivolous attain­
mcr:ts. 

'~ Her affections may ne\·er have 
been cJ.llcd out yet; but I am per­
sua<lcL~ she feels kindness 3S strong1y 
~s slights. Partiality in parents of­
ten spoils two children; always one 
-that ,rhich is indulged most." 

?vfrs. Hichmond ,vas not inclined 
to argue ,vith this o1d gentleman; 
but she thought him very imperti­
nent. IIoweyer1 she would not af-

front 
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front her husbvnd's best friend; so 
~he contented herself with ridiculing 
him, after he was gone, to the rest 
of the company. 

\Vhen ~Iargaret and Susanna were 
undressing in the nursery, 1fargarct 
ma<le every attempt to tease and 
put her sister out of humour. She 
tumbled her bed; she hid her night­
cap; she took aw~y her bason, just 
a3 she was going to use it; hoping 
to pro'i:oke Susanna to s3y or so 
something, of which she could teH 
her mamma, and so prc\·ent her from 
going on a -risit. 

One of the peculiar cxcellrncic-s 
of Susanna, ,vas p::it ience. It w:i,; 
long before she could be roused to '· 

anger; but when she 'lt'as angry_. she 
could completely humble ;\1argarct, 

,,·ho 
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who} indeed} was little qualified to 

bear the truth from anybody} much 

less from her sister. 

The nursery-maid was a judicious 

person: she saw through the ill-na­

tured design of l\!Iargaret, and put 

Susanna upon her guard. "You are 

going out to-morrow, my dear.," says 

she; "take care not to quarrel with 

your ~ister, who wi'shes it, that she 

.. may have you punished at home, 

instead. of taking your pleasure 

abroad." 
Susanna resolved to follow her 

adYice; and, though she was tempted 

two or three times, to remonstrate, 

she had the fortitude to go to bed 

without uttering one ill-humoured 

sentence, and ,vithout her night-

cap. 
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"Afrs. 1fargaret," says the nur­
sery-maid, "'you do not suppose, I 
hope, that I will permit your sister 
to sleep without a cap upon her 
l1cad." a That is your business, not 
tninc.," cries tforgarct. "Ay, ivEss, 
but it is your fault) I am certain/' 
replies the maid. '' \Vhat have you 
done with your sister's night-c~ip., 
pray? 

Tv.farg:1ret pretended to -be goi1,g 
to sleep, and made .no anS"i'.'Cl'. The 
maid: after hunting e\ ery where, 
found it slily hid in :·"I argarct's 
pock~t, under her head; and, :1~ s!1e 
seldom had so completely detected 
her in spiteful and cunning actions, 
she thought it a good opportnnity 
to make it known to her mamma. 
All the company were now gon .• 

r 
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and ?i,·frs. Richmond was not in the 
best humour; and when she heard 
this history of her favourite, she was 
\·iolently angry, declaring she would 
put an end, once for all, to these 
children's jangles, by punishing both 
the ne.x.t morning, and neither of 
them should h::n-e anv breakfast. 

It \,·as in vain the nurscrv-maid 
J 

assured her that onlv one child wJs ., 
in fault; that there h:icl been no 
q uarre1; for Susanna had Leen meek 
ac; a lamb_. an l the othrr mischie­
vous as a n_onkc-y. I\Irs. Uichmond 
ne,·cr listcnrcl to rca~on, and de­
.terrnineJ to adopt this ne, 1 mode of 
j nj nstice. 

As soon as it was dav-1i~ht, Su-- c~ 
sanna arose v,·i th a heJrt fn il of i.tlec, 

<.J 

tl1inking of the happy wtek she ;,·as 
to 

I' 

,' 
l 

'r 
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Ir 



THE SI.;;TERS. 51 

to spend. The mairt on entering 
her ch~nnbcrJ brought in her brcak­
fastJ making signs that sLe must cat 
it auietlv, 1tst she should awaken her • J 

sister. ~U5,111n1 was surprised at 
finding she w~s to breakfast so soon, 
and in her own bed-room, ,vhich 
she ·was not accustomed to do; but 
the prudent scrYant did not tel1 her 
the reJson, till she hJ<l drank the ba­
son of milk, and then related to her 
the commands which she had received, 
to give neither of them any brc2k­
fa~t that morning. Susanna was dis­
tressed to think that the anger would 
fall on the poor servant; she en ... 
treated her to bring breakfast, a1so, 
to 1\fargaret. "~ever mind," said 
she, "her past ill-nature to me, and 

J,• ~ then 
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then you ,,·ill be in no danger of 

blame from mamma." 

,: I bring up anything for her, in-

deed!" an~·wers the maid; "indeed I 

, -iil not! nor v~·oukl I save her fro111 

punishment to gain a guinea." Here 

she ,vent out, and left Susanna in. 

great perplexj ty. Susann<l1 as was 

observed beforeJ had a fceli:1g and 

~ great mind: she was not capable o[ 

enjoyi11g the deserved mortifications 

of the c.1Yio·1s • fargaret; and when 

she tho 1Jg~,t of the displeasure , ... ,hich 

would fall upon a good-natured ser­

vant, it embittered all the happiness 

she unticipated in her visit. 

At last it occurred to her, that if 

she could convey :\1argarct's break­

fa.stJ it might reconcile her mamrna 

!.o the maid; it would be doing rrood 
for 
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for evil, and her o-wn mind woulLl 
feel satisfaction in it. so, slipping 
down in to the k1 tel1°11, ancl ,\~tc h­
ing her opportunity, ·when the nur­
Sf'ry-maid ,vas absent there, she con­
trived to procure ~ bov,;l of milk a11<l 
some bread, ~rwohe her sister, and 
:related the v,;holc matter to her. 

~fargaret was very subject to mo­
mentary impulses of good, and she 
felt this kindness strongly; she pro­
mised never more to indulge bad 
tern per::- tovrnrds so kind a friend, 
an<l declared she would o,rn •every 
thing to her rnamma. Just then the 
bell rJn~, ;incl they were summoned ,. . 
to appcaL·. J\fargarct, conscious of 
,,,rong, hung behind, and her whole 
air bespoke shame and confusion; 
whilst Susanna, gay, because she w~s 

f 3 innocentJ 



54 TIIE SI31'EHSo 

innocent, entered the room with 
obvious pleasure. I\1rs. Richmond 
conlJ. not but p_erceive a difference 
in their countenances) which she 
~ttributed, in Susanna, to a s1 irit of 
mean triumph, because she ·was going 
.Jut; and, in I\'.fargaret, to ,·exation 
in being left at home. 

" Ladies/' says ~Irs. Richmond, 
'' you are not to h:n1e any bre~kfosts 
this morning, for your quarrels bst 
night." a \Ve did not quarrel,'' 
sobs out llfargaret. 

a I lta--ce breakfasted," cries Sus:in­
na. "And v;ho dared to give you 
any," said her rnatntna, "after my 
orders last ni o-h t?" Then urserv-maid 0 . 

boldly acknowledged that she had 
hrought it to Sus3DD::!.-" .And not 
to ::\i~rgal\Ct? '' exclaims .:. frs. Rich-

n ond. 

ll] 

I. 

( . 
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n1ond. u No, 
nurserv-1naid ., , 

i\:fadam," replied the 
" she behaYcd too ill 

to her sister. " Yet.," said l\farga­
ret., " my sister "''as so good as to 
giYc me n~ine; though, indeed., I • 
used her sadly." 

Susanna interrupted her, by the # 

kindest assurances that she would 
not think of it again; ~nd 1\-frs;. Rich-

11 ond Wa$ astonished at seeing any­
thing· like aflection between chil<lr n, .... 

whom her 0\'"°11 foolish conduct tend ... 
eel to estrange from each other. And 
when the carriage came to the door 
to fetch Susann:1, ;\fargaret shed 
tedr,:;., not of mortified en,·y, but 
grateful sorrow, ~s she embraced and 
parted with the J,.indcst sister in the 
1.vorlcl; \\ hi 1st "\frs. Richmond was 

. ' w1tn tempor~ry 
~onccr:1 
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concern, anLl ca1led her a good girl, 
as she pressed her to her heart. 

1f y little readers fro1n hence may 
learn, that patiencP- and good-hn-
1nour will al waYs be .rewarded at last: J 

anJ, if they happen to haYe partial 
parents, or cnYions, ill-natured bro­
thers or sisters., they will always he 
able to conquer them by meekness, 
and to triumph, in the end, by gene­
rosity. 

,r 
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ROB'.ERT. 

l Jrrs. i\L·L ~NIXG, with her little 
boy., Robert, set off' in the stage­
coach for the ·west of England. She 
had oncl? seen days of happiness ancl 
plenty; hut she had disobliged all 
her family b)" marrying-, and when 
her husband died, she had no means 
of subsistence but by her industry. 
&he was going to take care of chil­
dren at the school of a minister in 
the \Vest;, who had promised to give 
Robert his education, and herself her 
board, with ten pounds a year. 

They travelled by night; and, in 
going down a steep hill violently.., 
the coach ovcrset. It was some time 
before any as:::istance could be o 1).,. 

taincd; 
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tained : the night ,vas stormy, there 

was no moon, and it was the depth 

of winter. The only inside passen­

gers were 1'.frs. 1fanning-, and her 
~ 

~ 

little bov. Robert ·was av-.-aked, by 

the fall of the coach, out of his sleep, 

and began to cry sadly. He di<l not, 

indeed, know where he ,vas; and 

when persons came to take them out, 

his mother did not ans·wcr. Alas! she 

never answered more; for a blow 

received upon her temple, killed 

her. 
The people conYcycd her to the 

first house, ( which ·was a mile off,) 

and poor little Hobert walked after. 

You, children, who read this story, 

and are happy with your bclo,:ed 

parents, perhaps now by the fire­

side, and are never permitted to go 
out 

1 
t ' 

,, 
I 
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out in the cold evenings) think what 
a situ~.tti0n it was for little Robert to 
bein! 

.He had never before been out all 
nightJ any more than you: he hears 
his dear mammaJ his only friendJ is 
dead ; strange men arc carrying her, 
l1e docs not know where; and he is 
ordered to f oJiow themJ in the wind, 
the rJin, and the cold. His little 
heart ·w~s ready to burst with sor-
1·ow. The brutal coachman bid hi1n 
11ot make such a noise, and walk 
faster; threatening to lea Ye him in 
the dark road alone, if he <lid not 
1nake more haste. 

\Vhen they came to the houseJ an 
old \\'OmJn opened the doorJ and 
seeing the lady \vith the marks of 
death in her face) she trembled with 

J P~l• .l .... i.1t • 



car. The sight of Hobert, a child of 

seven years old, shcnving all the dis­

acss of which he v,;;1s capable, moved 

her with great compassion. She soon 

found it was his mother who was 

kil1ed, and that nobody knew him. 

God never leaves any of his crea­

tun~s in affiiction long, ·without some-­

bod~, to comfort them; and this old 

·woman soothed little Hobert, anA 

put him into her own bed_,' in fiye mi­

nutes, where he sooa sobbed hitn­

sclf to sleep. She then went to cal1 

a 5nrgeon, in the midst of this rainy 

niglit; for the coachman would not 

stir on such an errand, saying he had 

enouo·h to do \Vith bis horses: and 
0 

~lad cnouo·h he ,vas, to leaYc the 
...., b 

place in the old ·woman's absenre, 
le.s-t 

t 

l,Je 

lh I I 
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lest he should be called to acoount 
for his carelessness. 

Boys, ,vho are very apt to mock 
and laugh at old women, ought to 
i'emcmber, that if any accident or 
affiiction befals them, there are no 
people in the world so kind to 
·them. 

Indeed, their grand-mamn1as cmd 
hurses are, on all occasions, their 
tenderest friends; the ref ore, it js par-• 
ticularly ungrateful to make a jest of 
them. 

But perh_aps some of them \,·ill sar, 
they ncYer faugh at their nurc;rs and 
g-rand-mammas, on1v at the o!d wo-~ ~ 

111cn in the street, whom thcv di. 
J not knotv. 

But is not this as wicked? Pro• 
hably it is n1orc so; for these aged 

e; persons; 
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persons, who are strangers to them, 

1nay ha,·e no grand-child or friend 

to comfort' them, \.vhen they go back . '--

to their home, after haying been 

hooted at, and ill-treated in the 

street, for no cause but being o1d 

and too feeble to punish this wan­

ton cruelty, bending under the 

weight of years. 

\Vhcn the surgeon came, and had 

examined ]\frs ?danning, he found 

all human help was Yain: she was 

quite dead.; and her poor little child 

was left t.o the humanity of stran-., 

gers. 
The good old woman awoke her 

son, who was a carp_enterJ and with 

whom she liYed, telling him there 

v;as a dead lady in the house, killed 

in the stage coJch, and a Ii ttle boy. 
And 

. 

, .. 

na 
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" And what is to be done with 
them?'' said the carpenter. "\Vhy, 
the lady is to be bnriedJ to be sure/, 
replies the old womanJ " as soon as 
the coroner's inquest has sat upon 
her body; but as to the poor child, 
I know not what we can do with him, 
as he does not know where he was 
going, or to whom he belongs; and 
'tis a sweet boyJ for he is full of 
grief for his mother, young as he is, 
and full of thankfulness to me.--I 
warrant he is a gentleman's child, if 
one could but find it out." "Per­
haps," says the carp en tcr, " there 
may be papers in the lady's pocket, 
to giYe us some account of him. \Ve 
ought to search, for we have little 
enough to live upon, these hard 
times, without taking in orphans." 

c 2 " Ilo\\'eYer .:i 
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" Howe\"er, son," cries the old 

woman, " we 1nust not cast them 

out; and when we have witnesses, 

·we will se.!rch the lady, but not be­

fore; b~cause no one can tell what 

ill-natured peop1e may say of honest 

folks: and I can now take my oath, I 

have never examined her pockets; 

nor vill I look into them till the co-

1·oner comes.'' 
The coroner, my little readers, is 

an officer of the cro\-rn, who, asc;; ist­

ed by twelve men, called a jury, en­

quires into all urrnatura1 and sudden 

deaths. It is one of our excellent 

English Jaws, -and is the mean: of 

finding out mur<ler, and clearing up 

innocence, whereYcr there is th,.. 

least suspicion of the person haYing 

been killed: and by bringing the 
cauc;;e 

I . 
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cause of his death before the public 
eye, it proves that every man's life 
is considered precious in society; 
for the coroner's inquest inakcs no 
distinction between rich and poor, in • 
its examination. 

\Vhcn the exainination took place, 
howe-rcr, nothing was found but a 
purse, containing a bank note for 
ten pounds, an<l three guineas; no 
letter, nor any thing that could lea<l 
to a kno,-dedge of the dccease<l; and 
all the child knew was, that his mo­
mother ( who had assumed another 
n:nne) was called 1\,frs. \Vray, and 
that the picture tied round her neck, 
,.,,as the likeness of his grand-papa. It 
pow became necessary to provide for 
the interment of the body; a decent 

c 3 funeral 
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funeral was provided, and mourning 

for Robert. 
The next question was, how to dis-

pose of the child. Dame Garth said, 

that Providence hac.l brought him to 

her house, and she would not turn 

him out among strangers, To this 

the carpenter agreed. He had no 

doubt that such a child mni,t be dis­

co,·ered by his friends, who would, 

no doubt, repay them for their trou­

ble. At a11y rate, they had three gui­

neas of his money, which "·otll<l 

maintain him sometime; and when it 

was gone., he should not be turned 

out till they could find him a better 

place; and if they could not, he 

·wou1d teach him to work at his 

trode. 
u ··} , " says the o1cl ·wom~n, (< and 

,ve 

,,. 
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~,·e should prosper 1nore than c\-er. 
we did, for such charity; ·which is 
but our duty, after a!l; for, if we 
were in such a plight, it is no n1ore 
than we should ,dsh others to do 
for us. And thenJ how nn1ch Let­
ter ·would it be) to haYe an order!: 
child in the house, th3n that saucy 
Dicky Taylor, ·whom you are ohligecl 
to employ cYery now and then, 
though he so impudent to you, and 
n1y torment besides: and I dare say 
this dear orphan ,\·onld li]-e to bt~ 
employed, instca<l of lJcinp: idle. 

Hobert ded~rc,l that his rnotlic1 
never let him be idle; and he h.at\ -1 
to sit still; and she ah,·ays taught 
Lim that sloth wns shame. Sc he nsec.l 
to bring up hPr things from the kit­
r.hrn, and n1b the table · lint th:-it ,. 
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was a!I he could do, except read, 

and say hymns by heart. "I have 

a great mind, son/' said the old 
wom3n, "to take him to our Yicar, 

who may put us in a way to fi ncl 
out his friends; and if he should take 
a fancy to him himself, ( though 
Hcayen kno,\-s, I do not want to part 

,,,.ith such a child,) it may be the 
making of his fortune." 

Little Hobert had the most gr:ite­
fu l heart; he had, already, an aff~c­

tion for this ~ind ol<l '"·oman, and 

the thought of bcin,;· placed with 
another person, afrcctccl him strong­

] y. IIc burst out a cry i n:r, and beg-:­
gt;d of her not to send him away till 
his money ,-ras all gone, as he would 
work f'Ycry day, and do every thing 
she bid him. 

" Precious 

., 
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"Precious child," said she., (( if I 
was a lady I wonkl never part with 
you; but I do not li~ze you to remain 
in our poor, low station, if I can get 
you a QCttcr hou~e, and a bettr>r 
friend! However, vou shall only " ., \Valk with me there, and come back . ,, again. 

She took ca:·c to gire him a good. 
breakfast of milk-porridge before they 
set off, and strove to dive1 t hi-, atten­
tion all the w3y; but hi1 grief often 
was so great, it was no easy matter to 
console him. I-le ::iskcd a thousan l 
qncstions about his mother; if she 
was put into a coffin and buried in 
the church-vard; wished he could ., 
o.:ily once see her agai1 ; and his ten-· 
der concern, and hel plcss situation_. 
€ndeare<l him more to the benevo-

lent 
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lent poor woman) than she knew how 

to express. 

\Vhcn they arri red at the Yirarage, 
the \'icar ,vas out; but his ,yife, \\,·ho 
was a fine lady, happened to be 

"'1thii1., =-rnd hearing it was Dame 

.Garth., ( for that was the old woman's 

i1ameJ) she bid her wait till she was 

dressed. In about an honr., she sent 
for her into the parlour, and hearing 

. the melancholy tale_, and seeing Ho­

bert., ( who clung to Dame Garth all 

the while,) she told her, that she 

must send hi1n to the p:irishJ and 

a<lYertise him in the papers. 

" Lack-a-dav !" cries Dame Garth, ., 
"I would sooner go to the parish 

myself than send him there) 1-fadam. 

The poor child has no friend in the 

world 

l,,.., 
I:" 
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world but me, and I would not cast 
him off for a hundred pounds." 

"Oh," answers the vicar's bdy, "if 
you knGw so well what to do with 
him_. you need not have come hither 
to enquire." 

" n-fadam," says Dame., a I oniy 
came to crave the vicar's advice, be­
cause he is a pi ti fol gen tJeman; and 
the poor child seems used to better 
fare than we can afford, and-' .. 
"\Vell that is enouo-h. o·ood wo-, V - b 
man," intcrru pted the vicar's bdy; 
"if you will not senu the boy to the 
pari~h, you wi11 not take ach ice) ::ind 
need not have come so far to h:l\ f" 
asked it." So s:1ying, she rang tl1e 
bell, and Dame Garth was dismissed 
from her presence. 

little Hobert., happily, was not o.f 

an 
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tm age to feel 1nortifications. Ile did 

not understand what place was meant 

by the parish, only that jt was to take 

him aw~1y from Dame Garth; and as 

she promised he should not be rc-

1ncYcd, he did not fear it: for it is 

the nature of innocence to bclieYe. 

He tho:1ght, in<leecl, that the lady 

~poke roughly to them., ~\nd · ·as glad 

,, l1rn they got a, ·ay. 

Poor Daue W«~ much (li~hcartcncd; 

for .. he hac.l hop rd th ' sight of Po­

brrt would intcr"'st everybody, as 

much a~ herself; and though she 

well knew th~ Yic~r·s lady was ~aid 

to be yery prClnd, in the 11cighhour­

l1ood, she Iiulc thought she shou1cl 

have been, as it w re) turned out. 

1 s •;oon as she cJme houw, she to1<l 

1H-r $011 all about it; and concluded 
•, ith 

.,. 
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with dccia1 ing-, she would rather 
have her o-wn poor pocket., than the 
hJrd heart of the vicar's wife., with all her finery ! 

'Robert desired to have ' so1nething 
to do immediately; and the carpen­
ter took him into his work-shop., and 
set him to bring the hamm~r ~rnd 
nails, divers imp1emen ts ~md tools, 
ancl showed him how ·to use them by 
turns. The child h8iJI cncd to have 
a turn for mechanics, and tile car­
penter was surprised to see . how 
handy he w~is) as V•lell as willing; 
whilst employment kept ~1i111 froE1 
fretting, and amused him better than 
play_. Before the day w~s out, Dicky 
Taylor c~lled, to kn ow j f he ,vas 

t l ('( . T ,, D I wan e(. .... · o., 5avs f!Hlc; or J 

WJrrant you would not h~vc been 
H here. 
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here. Dicky, seeing another little 

boy in the shop,- thought he might 

find a play-fe"!low; so he walks in 

~vithout further cerc:nony, and bc­

~ins to talk to Robert, who remem­

bered Dame Garth had calied him a 

saucy boy, and did not care ta h::iYc 

any thing to do with birri. "'If yotr 

will let off a squib.," says Di.cky, (: t 
,vill giYe yon one; and it will frigh -

en old Dame, finely, and mGke sport 

for us." 
" I should be ashamed 0f myself," 

ans\,·ers the good little Robert, " to 

frighten anyh0dy, mnch less such a 

good person as she is _;. and I do not 

tike such sport.' 

"Hey-day!" cries Dicky; "whc1·e 

ha\'e you liYed? You are a paltry, 

rriean-~piri tcd one, I- sec; and afraid 
of 

(,' 
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or a squib ) ourself, I wouIJ swear." 
Hobert had ncYer been accustomed 
to keep company with vulgar Loys; 
;:rncl Dicky ,,·as so like the boys in the 
street, whom his poor mother uc;cd 
to warn him never to speak ·with, 
that he turned shortly away, and 
n13de no an5\Vcr. But Dicky, no ., 
,,·::iys rebuffed, foliov~·s him: "Hnrk-
ve " savs he n are )·ou co1ne to ~ , . , 
work in this shop?" "That is no bu­
siness of yours. ' replies Robert. 
"Ay, but it is;" cries Dicky_, a for 

• von ha \·e f!.Ot mv phcc." .. '-.J J .a. • 

Dame Garth, seeing Dicky ~1 ill in 
the sh0p, ~nd talking to Hobert, de­
sired tG know wh~t he hJd to s:-:y. 

"He says," an ·wers Robert. (f that 
I h:!Yc got his pbce here." " His 
pfacc, indeed!, .. replied Dame, " he 

I fl will 
' 



76 ROBERT. 

will nerer keep any place, by his be­
haYiour, but the stocks; and I have 
a great mind to make the beadle put 

him in to-day. You ducked my P?or 
cat in the pond, the last time you 
we:·e en"!ployed; aed, if I erer see 
yc~u foe(: ag~in without yon al'e sent 
for, depend on it, I \Vi11 make com­
pbints." 

.. Hereupon Dicky ·was glad to skip 
orr: l,Iischief was his delight; and 
though he was neYer known to steal '. . 

or swear, he contrived to plague a11 
the poor peoplc in the parish by his 
tricks; and as he dicl not dread any­
thing so much as confinement, Dame 
could not have found a better me­
thod to get rid of him. 

Three days had now passed, in 
which Hobert had p 'erformed cvery-

J thin 

,f 

"' 
ce 

' . 
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I 

'' ,', 
' 



ROBER:' • 
..,. ..,. ..,..., ., ., ..,....,..,,..; ...r...r..r J"J"...r..r ---✓ .,...,...,..,., . .r .,. 

t!1ing he '\\ as bid to do, in the best 
manner he l\'as able. Often, indeed., 
in the midst of his occupations, and 
in the midst of his rneals, he would 
weep for his mother; but the tender­
ness of Dame Garth soon made him 
dry up his tears again: for it is the 
great privilege of childhood) in all rnis­
fortuncs, soon to be comforted. Eve­
ry night, before he went to beet !:lhe 
heard him read in the Bible; and her 
son was as much astonished as her­
sc1 fat his audible manner of speak­
ing, and told him he would nnke as 
good a little clerk c1.s a carpenter. 

Dame Garth k<"pt a Sunday-school 
at her house, and the Yic1r had rn~<le 
her the mistress, being the best ~cho­
Jar of any poor person in the pari:-;h, 
and blest with a gooc.l understanding 



besides. " This child will he a trea­
sure to me.," cries Dame; "he is a 

better assistant than our head boy. 
Prov·idence has cast hi1~ in our way, 

~nd he may prove the comfort of our 
fives. 

" Av " savs her son " if l\'C had ., ) J 

but enough to keep him; though I do 
r.ot begrudge him the little he wants, 
nor his house-room: but it is a sad 

' 
pity, if he has any friends., that they 
should not know all this time what 
was become of him." "Perhaps.," 

~aid Dame, "one might find it out 

by the picture hung «bout the poor 
b ly's neck., if Robert can but tell us 
\..,·ho it is." 

She ca1led him and enquired; but 

Robert" onJy knew that it was his 

grand-papa., suid he had never seen 
hin., 

'/ 

. 
1" 

cf 
'o 

or 

Ir, 
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him) and when he used to ask ' his 
mother if she would eYer take hirn 
with her to his house., she always 
fried., and bid him not ask any more 
questions. He ~·emembercd hea,. ing 
of an aunt: but could giYe no ac-1 

~ount of the place where she lived., 
9r of her name. She., or somebody., 
had behaved ill to his poor father; 
~Jut he could not tell much about 
that neither. He believed that his 
father lived in a large house., with a 
garden., and he remembered a pon~l 
~vith swans in it; but it was a great 
while .:igo, fer his mother ha_d had• 
only two rooms up stairs., a !ong 
whilc_.and that,vas byIIoxtonSquare. 

"\Ve11/ ' says the carpenter., " if 
l can e;.1Tn money enough., next week., 
ic advertise the child in the papers., 

' . 
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we may try to find out some of his 

friends. a Oh," says Robert, " I am 

sure I have no friends, because my 

mamma told me we had none but 

God, and that He would be kinder 

to us than all our relations." "Diel 

she work for her bread?" says Dame. 

" She took in needle-work some­

times, to pay for the lodgings, and 

11ever ran in debt." The carpenter 

observed, that if the wicked coach­

man -had not gone off with the box, 

some information might haYe been 

gained; and Dame and he agreed to 

wait ·with patience, and act with 

kindness, and take all possible care 

of the good Ii ttie Robert. \Vhen 

Sunday came, the poor children of 

the parish asscm bled at the school, 

( it was in the carpenter's work-

shop .. ) 

,. 

,' .. 

. 
l. 

I I 

• I 



ROBERT • 81 ..,...,._,..., .,..,_,...,...,..,...,...,...,..,....,...,...., .,...., .,._,.._,....,...,._,,.,_,...,...,. 
shop,) where Dame went to meet 
them, wiih Robert in lier hand, who 
was mightily pleased to think he was 
to hear boys bigger than hi_mscH: 
read their lessons in the Dible to him, 
and repeat hymns and their cate­
chism. 

He was seated on a high form, 
and pcrf armed his task so welt of ask­
ing the questions, and putting thein 
in, when they were out, that Dame 
was as proud of her assistant as he 
was happy in the ser\'ice. It hap­
pened to be a wet day, so that none 
of the ladies of the neighbourhood 
came to vi5it the Sunday-school, 
which ·was the excellent custom of 
that village. Dame was much dis­
appointed, because she hoped to 
have had an ppportu~i~y of showing . 

off 
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off Robert and his learning before 

them. He went with her to church, 

and behaved there as well as she 

expected also, and was as cheerful 

·when the duties of the sabbath were 

finished) as every bo<ly is who fril.,. 
fils them properly. 

The boy who read next best to 
Robert, in the school, was Mark 

Jones; and he used to he~r the rest. 
He was quick at his book, and ,·ery 
fond of command; and his envy wa~ 
so raised at seeing a .:)tranger., and 

so little a boy as Robert, set above 

him, that he returned home to his 
mother quite miserable, ;rnd related 

how ill Dame had used him, to turn 
him out from his place, without any 
fault, and set up a new boy oYer 

his head, whom she knew nothing 

~bout. 
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about. His mc-ther, being a foolish 
woman, pitied him; and being yery 
ignorant and low besides, she advised 
!\lark to get Robert out again, say ... 
ing, it was a shaine to take in stran­
gers and Yagabonds, who., aftef all, 
tnight turn out 11othing but thieYes. 

1'1ark Jones had alwavs been of an .,J c't'spiring spirit; bur, as he had al-
ways been distinguished by Dame 
Garth, he had not shown any of the 
bad <lisposi [ions of his heart. Ile ,vas 
of a deep, designing temper, and 
often made cnnning supply the place of superior genius. 

His father, who vrns a gardener., 
frequently attended at the· vicarage; 
and it can'le into his mind., that, if hi·s 
111othe1: would speak to the vical"'s 
bely, he might soon be reinstated in 

his 
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his office. lvfrs. Jones took the hint, 

not so much from tenderness to her 

son, as fron1 opposition to Dame 

Garth; who1n she c.licl not like) be­

cause she could not help feeling 

that) though she might wear a better 

gown) she was not) in reality) so re­

spectable as her poorer nci_ghbour. 

In the course of the wce.k) she 

contrived an errand to the _vicarage, 

and finding 1Iadam) as the vicar's 
.._ , 

lady ·was called) in good humour) she 

mentioned her poor :\Iark's distress; 

wondering how Dame Garth could 

take upon her to make changes in 

the school~ without asking leave of 

the hdics who superintended it. 

Luckily for NI ark Jones) wfrs. Delo-
~ 

rainc was too tenacious of authority 

to tolerate an act of disrespect to 
herself. 

.. 
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hcrscIC She was incensed at the re­
lation given ·by his mother., and pro­
tested she would go to the school 
the next Sunday., on purpose to let 
Dame Garth know who were her bet­
ters. Comforted by this assurance, 
1 Irs. Jones hastened home, with the 
joyful news to l\Iark; bidding hirn 
not to be cast down for a trumpery 
upstart; for that the old gossip 
should find she was no match for 
such as ·were used to liYe ·with gen­
tlefolks_- i\Irs. Jones had lived in 
tv~·o or three families, as an upper 
servant, and was, in her own estima­
tion, as good as any lady in the neigh­
bourhood. Servitude, my young 
friends, degrades not the honest 
lnind. The DOOl' can llC\'er cease to .I. 

be re~pectablc till they abandon the 
I virtues 



virtues of their own humble stc1tion, 

'Or ape the \·ices of p.eop1e ,richer 

than themsch·es. 

The following Sunday, R0be-r:t, .as 

trnsuspiscious as Dame Garth:, ·of tl:e 

.mischief that \', as hrev;1 n g .agajl!1~ 

him, ,\-ent again to school; ~ucl w,r!' 

})reparing to take hi:;; former .ph:ce, 

,sbcn he was stopped by :\Lirk, \, l\\l 

,,n1tllv told him, -that busin. ·,; \·3,s 
., 

1or1e of llis. Hobt:>rt tu-ok up b-:s 

hook, i:1 a manner th~t showed he~ a· 

willing to maintain his post; 1fo.1,.:· 

;LeO'an crying, ·and, iust at th~t .rnio ... 
0 ~ ..._. t.: 

rnent, :\Irs. Dclon,ine ~:1<l al,l)the:r 

hcly made thtiT appcaran.ce. Th:e 

fr,rmer havint-r enquired ,vh:t+ wa~ 
0 

1he m~nter, l\1-urk, blubbering 21 1h:c 

l\·.i1ile, com-pbine<l th:1t Dame Ga-i•Jih. 

l,~d oia,id hi1p, for a !:,trange bc:_;g:u-
b.ov. , 



boy. Nfrs. Deloraine, who, with all 
li·er fiae dothes and high notions. 
~niU ,rantrd somrv,·hat of the true 
gentlewoman, cledare<l she would 
have no ~uch fuss ~bout nothing; 
that, for her part., she l\'otdd h~,·e 
people keep in their proper places., 
{1nd not meddle with what did not 
concen1 them: then, looking scorn-

, fuHy at Dame, she bid Iler make 
.unste, for she had no time to throw 
~way. A·wed by her frown., poor 
Rpbcrt fell back to the lower form; I 

tiot so much hurt for himself, as his 
good Dame, for he sa\v a tear stand ii', her eye, though she hastily brush­
ed it aw~y. He was not, indeed, in­
sensible to his O'Wn mortification; 
but he was not conscious that he 
deserved it; and, being free from 



Yanity, he was not prone to pceYish­

ness or discontent. Jh- dinner-time 
J 

he forgot his chagrin, and relished_ 

his Dame ·s plain pudding, as ,, el\as. 

if he had been c:wessc<l bv the vicar·s 

lady. 
In the afternoon he v-,·cnt to church, 

·where, for the first time., he saw the 

, 1car. :\fr. Deloraine was tall an<.l 

thin, with a pale complexion, bbck. 

s1.,arkling eyes, <'.nd a most benig­

nant countenance. Hobert had ex­

pected to sec a person, proud ancl 

imperious, like lVfrs. Delorainc; but 

he had not 1ookcc.l at the \'icar twice, 

b~fore he felt that he h~cl nothing to 

fear: and ~s he looked J t his s01 ... a 

boy nearly of hi" O'Wl1 age, .with 

b rown curly hair, he could not help 

f hinl.ing ho v I appy he lll i _t be, to 
h~...-e 

I ., 

... ,, 
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have such a father. After school., 
the chilchen of the village formed a 
circle round the pulpit; it being the 
tustom of their excellent pastor., to 
examine their progress in reading 
every other Sunday. His son took 
his place with the rest; the vicar 
wishing to convince him., th3t merit 
nlonc con fcrrcd real distinction and 
superiority. 

In saying the catechism., Robert 
was qt!itc please I when it came to 
hi~ turn to speak; and he repeated 
the duf.lJ to ndghbours, slow Iy and 
{ orn.:ctly, and ·with such proper cm­
ph~si., that the vicar smiled as he 
~aid, ,: V cry welt indeed." ?\..foster 
Dcloraine, when it came to his turn., 
w'1s unahle to recollect the response; 
Robert., from an in,·0Iunta1-y impulse 

I J of 
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of good-nature, prorrpted him, and 

the vicar observing this., desired he . 

wou1d repeat the whole pass:ige.­

Robcrt obeyecl.-The Yicar, turning 

to h·is son, exclaimed: " There, 

Char1es, is a boy no older than your­

self." l\Iaster Delor:1ine coloured, 

and l?ung do,\'11 his he:1d; whilst 

Dam(? G~rth, casting- an a ficctio11ate 

look at Hobert, sccretlv blcr.;scd the 
J 

gc,oc.l ,·icar) who lu1d bnd1y noticed 

: poor orphan. After this excrrisc, 

l},c children read two< hapten; in the 

\,Llc>; the one from the old, the 

other from the new testament. From 

the former v, ~s se lccte<l the forty­

third chnptcr of Genesis, vd1ich con-­

tai:1s a portion of the interesting hi~­

tory of J oscph; from the latter, the 

.-1lc·, 0 nt:1 ch~ptcr of St. John, in 
which 

,. 
l 
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which is described the resurrection 
of Lazarus. Robert took his pa:rt 
\'with the other children, and still ac­
lp1ittc<l himself the b"st; and when 
he ,;icar, came to distribute the books 

which were regularly presented to 
the little assembly) according to thejr 
deserts, the first be distinguished was 
Robert .. "\Vhat is your name, my 
good la<l? you are a new comer.., 
u My n~mc is Robert) Sir." " That 
name you received from your go~Ha­
ther; hut I am not now asking you 
rhc catechism: ,-.hat was YOl!r father's 
name?" '' I c-:rnnot tell; I nc,•er 
suv.; __ his gr:nre," said the chil 1, who 
qad obsen·ed, in the church-yard, 
the names engraven on the tomb­
stones, and had a confused idea that 
his father's :;i1 :o would. be there. 

"This 
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"This poor boy's mother, Sir.,,, cri­

ed Dame Garth, "was ca11ed Mrs. 

Wray: he is nothing but an orphan, 

and has no friends but Providence, 

and Providence is good to all." "If 
he continues such as he appears to 

be.," returned the , ·icar., "he can 
never want friends :-here, Robert, is 

something to make you remember 

my name, though you ~hould forget 

your own." Saying this., he put 

into his hJnd, a queen Anne's s.ix-. 
pence. Robert ,v-as not even so much 

pleased with the gift: as with the 

smile that accompanied it. His eyes, 
danced; his heart beat with delight;_ 

the vicar appeared to him more than 

human; and., in passing through the 

church-yard, thinking of the mira..._ 

de of which he had read, he asked 

Dame 

D 
f. 

I 
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Dame Garth, if the Yic~r could llot 
call his mother from the P'TJ\'C. as 

<.) ✓ 

she had been bur:ed but t1.,o \\'eel:s. 
u Poor child,''. repiied Dame GJrth, 
" he has no such power: he read a 
prayer over her corpse, when sho 
was committed to the earth; but 
Goel alone can raise the dead." Ho­
bert ,va1ked sadly on, whilst Dame 
GJrth rei.-oked a plan for recom-
1nencl ing him to the Yicar's protec­
tion. The next dav, chance seemed to ~ 

suppiy the\·cry opportunity she ,Yish-
e<l. Her son rccciYccl a summons 
from the Yicar~ge, where he was 
•,anted to put up hanging shekes in 

a smJ11 room, bui It in the garden; • . I"' ~- • ongrna!Iy as a summer-house; wh1~h 
""a, now to be converted to a. ~·ene-,.., 
ral repository fo~· shells,_ fossils, seeds, 

and 
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ancl other miscellaneous curiosities. 

Away went the carpenter) promising 

his mother to mention Robert; but, 

no sooner was he gone, than the 

good Daine, knowing the timid cau­

tion of his temper, contrived an er­

rand to send Robert after; not doubt­

ing that his innocent countenance 

would plead in his behalf. The 

cat·penter ,vas really good-natured 

and humane; he di,d not forget his 

promise, and v,;as just preparing to 

fulfil it, ,.rhen the entrance of ~frs. 

Deloraine comp1etely put it out of 

his head. He soon saw that madam 

.was excessively out of humour, which 

;_;h e wac; at no p3inc; to keep to her­

self. She began wonc.lering why 

?\-fr. Deloraine \\'ould have the sum­

mer-house fl ttcd up in the win tcr: 
declared 

de 

F' 
in: 
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cleclared she should never like the 
place, because his father had died 
in it; and concluded by kindly wrsh-

/ ing, that whatever he deposited there 
might be stolen. 

Neither disconcerted nor discom­
posed, the -vicar quietly continued 
giving directions, and Mrs. Dclo-­
raine, tired of talking to so little 
purpose, was just leaving the apart-
1nent, when, almost on tip-toe_, in 
stole Robert, with a smaII chisel in 
one hand; and, in his hat, a paper 
full of tacks in the other. He no 
sooner p erceived madam, than, with .. 
out knov.ing ·why, he he.lrtily wish­
ed himself out of the house; and sud­
denly, in a sort of panic, dropping 
the chisel from one hand, in his ef­
fort to recover it., he let the hat fall 

fro1n 



from the other. He hastiiv scram-
J 

bled u D the tacks; but the conse-.. 
quences of his inach-ert;:rncc v-tere too 

obviou~5 to escape notice. 

2\frs. De1oraine had, i ndced, such 

eyes as nothing can mis ~ and he.r 

petulance ,vas immediately directed. 

to poor Hobert. « So, this i-s the 

hoy your old mother has t;_i_ken intrit 

her hou~e !-I should h:i\'C thouo-ht c""> 

she h;-id known better, than to sp.cnJ 

her earnings and yours on vagabond 

children." 
a -ragaboncl r,hildren ! ·• rc,1omr-: 

:\fr. Dclorainc. " lcs;'' r"turned she. 

'~ that child dropped from the don&,_ 

TJis mother, or ~tt ]east a 1.voman who 

passetl for such., \,':1s the person 

1.ilkcl by the Lite ,{ccid ,nt. Dam~ 

r-irth. whu l11d. rere1y d t~ e ho\· 
into 

(I' 

I• 
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into her house, brought him to me, 
t_o ask what she should do for him; 
and bec~use I told her she must send 
him to the parish, and get him ad­
Yertiscc.t ~he went away in a huff; 
anlt poor foolish body, has lumber­
ed herself with him ever since!" The 
carpcn ter, now meaning to -rindi­
cate his mother, said, he had ahvays 
been a6 ainst it; but th:1t she thought 
he must haYc good friends belonging 
to him. ,: She is a verv rrood ·wo-

.1 L> 

man," replied :\{rs. Deloraine; "only 
~_he sets up her judgment against 
people who know better than her­
self: and if she chm,cs to be so ,\il­
ful, she must even take the consc• 
quenccs." The c:wpentcr, sighing-, 
said: " To be sure she must:" so 
little ha,:;l he to suo-o-est for his mo-, 00 

K ther, 
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ther, when attacked by the vicar;s 

lady. He threw a look of displea­

sure on Robert; and observing him 

draw his finger over the wainscot, 

he surlily bid him go home; if he 

could find nothing better to do, he 

might play there. Hobert, who had 

starte{!l at the beginning of this 

speech, might have wept at the close 

of it, if surprise had not suspended 

every other sensation. At the mo­

ment that he was rebuked for draw­

ing his hand over the wainscot, he 

was examining a crevice in the pan­

nel; and, on applying to it his fore­

finger, it suddenly slid back, and dis­

covered a recess, in which stood a 
small cedar cabinet. l\Jrs. Deloraine 

screa111ecl with amazement; her hus­

band's eyes were rivetted on the spot,. 
~nd 

no 

rain 
os'.1 

'• 
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and the' carpenter, looking 1·ound, 
began scolding Robert. The vicar 
110w hastily removed the cabinet; 
which, on being opened, he found 
to contain several papers, in his fa .. 
. ther's hand-writing. 

He ,immediately withdrew, too 
1nuch affected to speak: lvfrs. Delo­
:raine followed, burning with curi­
osity to learn the contents. Robert 
was already in the garden, making 
the be.st of his way home; and the 
_carpenter, finding he was to receive 
no further orders, returned to the cot­
tage. Dame Garth, busily orcupjed 
in preparing his humble meal, had 
drawn the table close to the fire, and 
placed a chair for her son, in the 
warmest corner. 

The moment he appeared, she ob-
x 2 ser\'eci 



100 

served yexation in his co1intenance; 

and tenderly enquired ,,·hat was the 

1nattcr. a .i\Jattcr enough," said he·; 
I 

" vou have nettled mddam at the 
J 

vicara
0
0-c; and I m::ivlosemvJ·obs hv 

J • J 

it: and a11 for a foundling, as you 

rn:.:ty s::iy.J that we l~now nothing 

about." ".Iviadam lfos' a son of ·het 

own," replied the Dame; "1 won'­

der she has not more compassion fo'r 

one without friends.'~ . "\Vhy; it 

'stands to re~son, 1nothcr, tha we can"-. 
'not k~cp hin1: and what wou1d be-

come of him, if we could?" "' Suf­

ficient to the day, is the evil there-

01:' the widow of Sareptha's cruse 

did not fail." '' Ah mother! things 

were difforcnt in those old times; 

but now-a-days, when a man must 

) ·ork for his bread; and a widow, if 
~he 

on 
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she has nothing to help herself with, 
must come to the parish; it behoves 
one to take care of one's-self. Charity 
begins at home." D<!me Garth was 
some moments silent. " So then," 
she at length l'ejoined: " so, you 
would send him to the workhouse!" 
" I do not say so; there is Mr. 
Crump's 1nanufactory not far off; if 
he were to stay there three or four 
years, he wou]d be big enough to 
~arn his livelihood with me." '' We 
wiJl think of it," returned ihe good 
old woman; "but now, at least, Jet 
us e_at our morsel jn comfort." She 
then called Robert from the work­
shop; and the carpenter, pleased to 
find his mother so reasonable, re­
sume<l his kindness to Robert. As to 
Dame Garth, she seemed ,to think 

K 3 she 
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she could not be bountiful erioug-lt. ... 
<< Poor child," thought she, as she 

helped his plate, "as long as he is 

with me, he shall not know want:'·' 

and her eyes filled with tears at the 

reflection, that he would so soon be 
among strangers; for she was now 

rcsoh'ecl to urge her son no further 

on the sul~ject. She considered that 

she might unintentionally injure the 

boy she wished to befriend; and that 

the kindest service she could really 

offor him, v·.-as to onable him to pro­
vide for himself. 

The next morning proYing fine, 
she tool~ Hobert with her to lVIr. 
Crump's manufactory. nir. Crnmp 
was a rich clothier, ·who emp1oyccl 
almost all the poor in the neighbour­

hood; of these, women and chi]c.lren 

were 

1 I 

I,, 

1' 

'r 
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·were the rn~st nnmerousJ ·some of 
who11 earned from three to six shil­
lings a week: and such as had 110 

home to receive them, were bo:1rd­
ed by one of his female artisans, 
who had a smaB house, contiguous 
to the manufactorv . 

.I 

IlaYing three miles to walk, Dame 
Gm·th and Robert beguiled the time 
with suc!1 co·nvcrsation as they could. 
He had read but few books, his mo­
ther not being rich enough to tre:1t 
him with those little cntcrlainingJ 
Yolumes which m.iny children throw· 
bv, half r('ad, \\ ithout haYin~· ckri\'cd J 

,_ 

from them either information or 
amusement. 'fo Robert, on the con-' 
trary) a book '\fas a treasure that he 
never thought he prized enouJh. 

ince his residence with Dame G:1rth, 
the 
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the Bible had been the only one 

within his reach: and of this he had 

read so much, that he was familiar 

,\l'ith all the histories in the Old 

Testament. The sacrifice of Isaac, in 

particular, having dwelt much on 
his mind, he suddenly asked Dame 

Garth how old he was when his fa­
ther took him to l\fount 1v1oriah. 

This simple question affected the 

good old Dame so much, that she 

could not speak for tears. She fan­

cied she was conducting Robert to a 

sort of sacrifice in Mr. Crump's ma­

nufactory . 

By this time, they came in sight 

of a handsome brick edifice, which 

stood in a meadow, and which was 

nearly covered \vith various kinds 

of cloths spread out to dry and 
bleach,; 

' I 

I 
v, 
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"b1cach; these v-:cre turned by the . 
\vomen and children of the manufac-
tory .' Robert saw, •,-vi th surprise., 
'tne number of pu11eys and \v·eights 

-on the outside of the bu11ding, which 

-were connected with the •m_a'Chincry 

used with1n. On his entrance> he 
' 

was almost stunned v,1ith the cracki11g 

'of wheels, the boom!.like sound of 

the loom, and with the hissing r~oise 

raverberated through the apartments; 

lJl1t he ·was amazed to see with what 

diligence., order, ~nd a]acnty, aH 

the operations of business v1ere con­

ducted: and what most astonishetl 

him, was the sight of ch'ildren, no 

bigger than himself: holding the 

threads> and changing the bobbins 

suspended from the pegs., with assidu-

01.1s attention. At first Hobert was 

delighted 
~ 
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delighted with the novelty and va-

1·iety of the scene: he thought he 

could never satisfy himself wit~ gaz­

jng ou the curious objects before 

him, and exJmining the beauty, 

neatness, and diversity of their ar­

~angemen t; but when he under-

8tood, that the children stood from 

1norning till night., with scarcely any 
intervals of recreation or refresh.­

men t; when he viewed their wan 
cheeks, and dull, joy less ayrs; he 

could not help thin king, that they 
were the most unhappy little beings 
in the world. 

Children of affiurnce !-ye, who are 
too familiar with blessings to know 

their value, or thdr use !-ye, who 

with all the comforts of home, often 

repine at the obligation to perform 
those 

Pere 

'1 
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those little exercises of education, 
which are sure to be re\varded with 
the praise of affectionate parents;­
perverse, ungrateful children, equal­
ly insensible to the looks of love 
and the tones of kindness ; think of 
the many little boys and girls shut 
up in manufactories, and humblct 
those stubborn hearts, so long pam­
pered by the spirit of pride, fro-­
wardncss, and discontent' 

Whilst Robert was contcmpbtin,g 
the wonders of. the manufactory,' 
Dame Garth was cng~gcd ·with Mr. 
Crump, to who1n she related the 
history of her little companion. l\i1r. 
Crump was a man of indefatigable 
spuit an<l acfrrity: his figure, short 
and tnick, was i~ perpetu::tl motion. 
He moved from room to roo1n with. r 

the 



the Yelocitv of one of' his machines; 

ne,Ter stayed two min u tcs in the 

same spot; nc\'er· remained two mo-

1nents in the same position: his eyes 

~ .. :ere Llinking with Yigibncc, he 

spoke with rapidity, and listened 

l>i·ith impatience. Before Dame Garth 

hacl gone half ·way through her story, 

he tapped Pobert on the shoulder, 

bid him be a good boy, and he would 

make him h~s first hantl. Tiobcrt., 

who, till thi~ m0-1nrnt had entcrJai-n­

e.d no suspicion of this des tin _1
_, burst 

into tears, and carncst1v besought 
• 

J ~ ) 

tl'ie Dame not to lca,'c !iim. "No., 

no; we will n0t 1-.ccn vou now,'' sai(l 
.I,. ., 

:l\fr. Crump; ,; conJc :1gain on .i\fon-

dci-V next. ind here is somcthino: fo1· 
.I , • 

0 

vour fairin er to-morrow." So sa)1
-

J ~ -

ipg•J c, gc}~C l1im a ~illing, p~d then, 
"ithout 

fr 

" 

,, 
'· 
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without waiting for an ans\vcr, has-
tened to another apartment. •, 

In the walk home, Dame Garth 
endea, 0tued to rcnconcilc Robert 
to his new prospects; and she so far 
succeeded in banishing his gloom., 
that he asked what 2\1r. Crump meant 
by to-morrow's fairing. The Dame 
told him there ,vas to be a fair at a 
little p1~.cc, about one 1nile fro1n 
the vic~frage, called the wa1• ; which 
was attended by all the people in the 
neighbourhood. 

Ivf ost of my little readers, have, 
perhaps, been on0c, at least; par­
takers of that scene of noisy festi\ ity, 
a .fail': to Hobert, howc,·er, it wag 
wholly new; and so stro1H1·lv was his • __ ., J 

curiosity excited, that he almost for­
got ).1r. Crnmp's manufactory , in the 

r. antici patio1 
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anticipation of enjoyment. The 

1norrow came; and Robert repaired, 

with his kind friend, to the wake, 

where, for a time, he was much cn­

tertai ned with the gaudy decorations 

of the booth~, the jingling of bells, 

the rattling of punch, and other 

yaricties of c.J1iid ish am uscmcnts; but 

,, hat plci:?scd him most was a book­

stall. "·hc1·e he was turning over the 

history of Sandford and ~-f erton, 

when ~raster DelorJine came to pur­

chase a pocket-book. Ile took no 

notice of Hobert, who stood quietly 

by his side, till he was called av,rny 

by Dame Garth, , .. ,ho enquired what 

he meant to do with nfr. Crump 's 

present. Robert said, he had no­

thing to do with it; he was too lit­

tle to know what to do with money. 
"\Vhy - .. 

t 

I,· 

L 
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,. "\Vhy then," says Dame, "we will 

put it by, with the three guineas, till 

you arc big enough to make a pro• 

per use of it; and come with me, 

you shall not go ,vithout a fairing. 

She then took him to an old woman 

who sold gingerbread; and whilst he 

was regaling upon a piece of par­

liament, she pointed out Ma1·k Jones.,. 
who had already squandered a shil~ 

ling in toys aod nicknacks. "I wqn­

der he is not ashamed of himself, ta 

throw away the money his parents 

work for," cried she; " but there., 

the fault is their's, that they have 

taught him no better." 

Here she wa~ interrupted by Mark 

Jones himself, who said that tfaster 

Deloraine had done a fine job for 

himself: "H{" has lost a fine picture .. 

case 
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case for his minher, that he took, 
without her leave, fron1 a cabinet." 

\ " Jv1,ore• shame for · him," said Dame 

\

Garth: "you see 
1

what comes of dis­
obedience and pen;erse~1ess." . ivfark 

could not conceal the JOY he felt at 
tl;e iintoward : accident: not that · it 

1.g·ave ·any advantage to himself, but 
1.fha he· delighted in mischieC and 
I 

[cared'bot for the sufferings of others. 
!Robert, · on the contrary, though he 
~1ad no reason io love Mastei· Dclo­

raine, ,was concerned for his misf or­
tune; and ·often, in the ,~;alk home, 

'returred to it witn un~ficctcd regret. 

The wake · be1ng o,·et, Robert 

agaii1 thought of ~1r. Crurnp's ma­

nufactory; and Dame G;irth passed 

some ·sleepless nights, an tici pa ting 

ihe time of parting. \Vhen the Sun-

day 

r. 

at I 

' 
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day came, she permitted not Robert 
to attend the school. "For why,'1 

thought she, '' should Mark Jones 
embitter the last day we are to spend 
together." Mark missed Robert, 
and, sG base is envy, repined at his 
absence, because he did not witness 
his triumph. Robert, 1neanwhile, 
amused himself with reading the book 
of Ruth; and as he read, he fancied 
that Dame Garth was just such a 

woman as Naomi. 
After the school, he went to 

church; but the sacrament being 
that day administered, he came out 
at the conclusion of the service; 
leaving Dame Garth with the other 
communicants. As he was s:i.unter­
ing in the church-yard, he met 
~1ark Jones, who ha Ying just heard 

L 3 of 
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of his intended removal, could not 

let.slip such an opportunity of vent­

ing his malice. '' So/' said he, "you 

are going to turn a spinning Jenny: 

1nuch good may it do you." To thi: 

rude attack: Robert returned no an­

swer. "\ 'ere you e\ er chri!:itencd ?" 

··Yes, that I was.'' " And where was 

your father, then ?-but r dare say 

vou do not know who he was.'' 

" \'" es, I do/' said the little orphan; 

v-:hosc patience 1sas no longer proof to 

such ma1ig1nnt persecution . '' \Yell, 

and whJt ha\'e you to show for it?­

do vou know who vour oTandfather 
J ~ 0 

was?'' " Yes, and here he is," said 

Hobert with some exultation; '' ancl 

here he is." So saying, he <lre, .. t 

from his pocket the miniature which 

had been f ouncl on his mother's neck, 
and 

l 
I, 

., 

I 
h 
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and which ,Dame Gatth had, for that 

day, permitted him to take care of, 
himself. 

The spiteful 1vfark no sooner saw 
the picture, than · he snatched it 
from his hand, and, · faking to his 
heels, darted forth like an arrow. 
Robert ran after, as fast as he could; 
and both ,,,ere in a moment out of 

sight. \Vhcn Dame Garth can1e out 
of church, she looked in Yain for 
Robert: supposing, howcYer, that 
he was gone horne, she leistire1y pro­
ceeded, with two or · three . neigh­
bours, through the village; but just 
as she reached the yjcarage, she be­
held little Robert dragged between 
l\.fastcr Deloraine and .1..if ark Jones, 
vociferating the cries of. thief! thief! 
She instantlv ordered therri to loose 

J 

their 
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their hold. "Not till he has been 

before the vicar," said ~1ark. "No, 

not till he has confessed," cried !\1as­

ter Deloraine. Robert sobbed ac;; if 

his heart would break; whilst he 

n1ade convulsiYe efforts to escape 

fro1n his conductors. 

Dame Garth had scarcely time to 

ask why he was so conducted, when 

1-Ir. and l\Irs. Deloraine appro:1ched. 

Charles, now quitting Robert, ran 

up to his father, exhibiting a mi­

niature, in triumph. ,; I have f onncl 

it," cried he; " the very picture I 

lost at the wake, papa; but the case 

he still keeps, though it must be in 

his possession." "And how came 

you by that picture, Charles?" ask­

ed the vicar. "From this boy, here.'' ., 

" l 1o/' interrupted Mark; "!t v•rns 
I that 

'I 
t 

' 

"' 

" 
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I ~J✓J✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓✓-✓✓✓-
1 that took it from him: he said as 

how it belonged to 1-iis grandfather; 

but I thought he looked like a thief." 

'' I am sure · yot1 ' speak like a liar," 

cried Danie: a tl~at picture was tied 

round his poor) dear· mother's neck, 

"~hen she w:is broi.lght to my house; 

nnd so I can bring; i)eople to testify." 

" This is a1fogethcr · Yery extraordi-

1rnry," said the ' Yirar; but come, 

Robert, f01low me, and let us hear 

the story Hom your own lips." En­

couraged by his· rtJCnignity, Robert 

wiped his eyes, and the wh0Ie group 

entered the porch, where ·the vicar 

careful}-; examined the miniature. 

-Charl"'s eagerly_ exclaimed: a Did I 

11ot say it was the very picture I 

lost!" " But this he denies: it ap­

pears to have belonged to his mo-

ther." 
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ther. "Oh, I hope my word is as 

good as his." "You have not only 

his testimony, but that of a most 

respectable woman." "I am sure 

papa., I never told a lie; I hope I 

am something better than a pauper, 

and a nobody.-" "Charles! Charles! 

how often must I rebuke that arro­

gance of spirit! how often must I 

1·emind you that merit is indepen­

dent of poverty and wealth! I 

shall now prove to you that it is 

impossible this miniature should have 

been in your possession." "But 

papa, I had it at the wak_e; I was 

standing at a book-sta11, and he v.,ras 

by me." "That very picture, with 

the case, I found myself: Charles; 

although., to punish your careless-
ness, 

,,. 

I 
I, 

no 
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ness, I have hitherto concealed it 
from you." 

Charles was now covered with 
confusion; whilst Dame Garth, de­
voutly clasping her hands together, 
said: " Ah ! bless you, Sir, I knew 
you would be just and merciful; 

you would not be deceived, although 
'the poison of asps was under their 
lips.' '' "And now, Charles," re­

sumed the vicar, " you have to ask 
pardon of this poor little orphan, for 
your inj usti,e." " I a1n sure I meant 
no harm: 1'Iark Jones showed me 
the picture-" " And you claimed 
it.-You now find you have wrong­
ed him, and you refuse the only 
reparation in your power." "B'ut 
what have I done, Sir?" "What have 
you done? Is it nothing to have 

imputed 
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imputed to hi1n a criminal action? 

is it nothing to ha\"e attempted to 

deprive him of the blessings of 

innocence; and to take from one, 

poor and unfriended, that fair fame, 

which is the only property he has? 

The disparity in your situation serves 

but to aggravate your offence., ~nd 

to rcntler vc,tir conduct n1or<" atro-., 
c1ous. Go, Charles) walk round 

the garden; endeavour to su bcluc 

that sti1 bborn heart; and, when you 

return, let me find you, not only 

ready to own your fault, hut anxious 

to correct it." 

Charles retired in silence; and 

the ,,icar, again questioning Hobert., 

obtained all the particulars known 

to Dame Garth. Ile appeared deeply 

affected; but, desiring them all to 
wall 

cai 

I,: ., 
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walk into the house, went himself to 

call his son. In a few minutes he 

appeared, leading in Charles; who 

said, he was ve1:y sorry for the past. 

"You must now shake hands with 

that little boy, who js your first cou­

-sin., and 11i!J nephew ;-the Robert 

~fanning, of who1n you have often 

heard me speak, and vd1osc 111other 

was mv unfortunate sister. 

"After her marriage, she dropped 

rny correspondence, not chusing to 

acknowledge her distress to her 

friends. "I\fy father, who had neYer 

pardoned her imprudence, would 

neYer listen to anything I could sug­

gest in her fa rour. In the first tran<s­

ports of resentment, he had made 

a will, in ,,·hich all his property was 

a1icnatc<l; and ·which, being the 011-

.1 ly 

\ 
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ly one discovered at his death, was 

that to which I legally administered; 

but, in the cabinet discovered a few 
days ago in his summer-house, I 
found the llraught of another '.will, 

in which he bequeathed her tweJye 

hundred pounds; and I shall cheer­

fully make oYer that sum immedi­

ately to Robert, in whom his mo­

ther's rights are now vested. Fore 

myself, I hope he will consider me 

not merelv as an uncle, but an af-
J 

fectionate fath~r." 
Dame Garth· ·wJs too much op­

pressed with joy to speak. Robert 

was stunned with surprise, but de­

lighted to hear the vicar say he 

would be to him like a father. 

"Come, Robert, :will you Ii Ye ,,,ith 

1u~ ~.11d Charles?" "Yee;," said the 

happy 

let 
,, 
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happy boy, " that I will, if you will 

let Dame Garth come and see me." 

" \Yhat other wish have you, Ro­

bert?"-" And if you would build 

her a nice oven, which she wants 

sadly; and put up a fence, to keep 

neighbour Drew's pigs from her or­

chard." 
The vicar was charmed with this 

simple effusion of gratitude, and 

readily promised to fulfil his wishes: 

his own benevolence, indeed, went 

far beyond them; and Dame Garth 

was soon in a more comfortable situ­

ation than she had been for some 

years. 
As Rober.t grew up, he continued 

to feel for her the most tender af­

fection; and often_. as she experi­
enced 
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enced hi£ kin~ assiduities, she look­

ed at her son, and said with a £mile: 

"Did I not always say,· 'Robert was 

the child of Providence!' '' 

Pr.iHt;U by ·w. D.irto11, & J. & j, H~vcy. 
Gracech.m:h-street. 
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1' Person-; emin.:nt for Vtrtue ,.nd Magnanimity. Two vols. half 

bound, 3s. 

MENTAL IMPROVEMENT; er, TheBeautitsanJ Won­
~ers of ~ature and Art; in a Series of Iris:ru ·:,\·e Conversations. 
The Fifth Edition ; 3 vols. half hound, 4s. 6d. 

" Air, earth, and water, all bring their contributions: ti, 
whid1 are :1<lded the operations of humJn skill anJ la!,our, t~ 
render natural productions benefici .. l and enttroir.in~." 

.Mo11t!tly Rwu.._,, Ma)', 1804. 

JUVENILE A?,.TECDOTES, founded on Facts. Two :vols. 
half bound, 3s. 

,: These little vclumes must be particularly interf'Stin~ tc, 
diilJren, 011 a ·cou1.t of the examples they exhibit being copied 
i,u mediately from n,ttL•re; and the reflections occasionally made: 
by the compi'er or them me su.:h a. might be i:xpcaed from the 
same they carry ,dth thrn1 i:i the tit1c--page, scnsiL!c and 
appropri"tc."-Guzrdu111 of EJu,at,IJi,, ,1·,guJt, 1802. 

DO\1.I:STIC RECREATIO~; or Dialogues illustrative of 
• •,1tur ! a•1 ... <i.:ientific Sulijects. With Pl.ites. Pril:e :z.s, EJ. half 
bounJ ,md kttered 
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